0BC activists on :
fast for 4 days, :
CM makes plea

"he indefinite hunger
strikelaunched by OBC
activists Laxman Hake and
Navnath Waghmare at Wa-
digodri in Jalna to protect
their community’s quota
entered fourth day Sundaw
Earlier, CM Shinde said he
had spoken with Hake on
Saturday on phone through
OBC leader Prakash Shend-
ge who met the activists to
express hissolidaritv. P4

37 in MHT-CET
in 100 percentile

”'I “hirty-seven students, in-

cluding 9 from Mumbai,
are in the 100th percentile in
MHT-CET, the entrance test
for engineering (PCM) and
pharmacy (PCB) in Maha-
rashtra. Of the 20 in the top
bracket in engineering, 13
are boysand 7 girls. P2

Zomato in talks for
Paytm movie biz

1'_}a}rlm is in advanced sta-

ges of discussion to sell
its movie and events ticketi-
ng business to Zomato as pa-
rt of strategy to divest non-
core assets, sources told TOL
The deal, if finalised, could
value the vertical of Paytm
atclose to Rs 2,000 crore. P15

4 flatmates among
dead in bus crash

mong the 23 tourists on

board the ill-fated Tem-
po Traveller which fell intoa
gorge in Rudraprayag dis-
trict on Saturday, leaving at
least 15 dead and 11 injured,
were six women, who shared
a flat in Noida. While four of
them died, 2are injured. P8

Man claims plot
to kill Yogi, held

A n Allahabad driver who
i\ posted a message on so-
cial media saying a Kanpur
police SI could get Uttar Pra-
desh CM Yogi murdered, was
arrested. The ST had lodged a
complaint alleging threat,
verbal abuse and defamation
by the accused. P9

Ganga Dussehra: 13
drown in 3 states

§ I “hirteen drownings were

reported across Bihar,
UP and Uttarakhand during
Ganga Dussehra—on which
itis considered auspiciousto
take a dip in the river. In Bi-
har, 4 of afamily drowned as
their overcrowded boat cap-
sized inthe Ganga.P6
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PM Modi extends his warm greetings to Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu on Eid-al-Adha. The
frosty relations between India and the Maldives
have witnessed an apparent thaw after Muizzu

attended PM Modi's swearing-in-ceremony recently RREYIGRIZLIEE ST

EVMs can be hacked: Musk.

scores late to give
the Netherlands a
narrow win over Poland
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Vice-captain Smriti Mandhana slams 117 off 127 balls

while leg-spinner Asha Sobhana shines with a 4-wicket
haul on debut to set up India's 143-run thrashing of
SA in the first ODI. Mandhana also becomes second
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Israel says it will hold daily
tactical pauses in military activity
along a main road in southern
Gaza to allow more aid to flow

into the enclave Page Opp

Indian woman to reach 7,000 runs in int'l cricket Page "‘a‘_

Not in India: Ex-IT jr minister

Rahul, Akhilesh
Join In, Doubt
EVM Security

TimEes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Electronic voting
machines (EVMs) were again
in focus with Elon Musk, the
multi-billionaire founder of
Tesla and SpaceX, and former
Union IT minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar engaging in a
debate on X after Musk sugges-

- EDIT: EC, Talk Better

'HAPPY TO RUN A
TUTORIAL, ELON'

“ We should eliminate
EVMSs. The risk of being
hacked by humans or Al, while
small, is still too high |

ELON MUSK ON X, RESPONDING TO POST

BY US POLITICIAN ROBERT F KENNEDY
JR ALLEGING IRREGULARITIES IN PUERTO

ted eliminating the machines
following reports of EVM irre-
gularities in Puerto Rico's pri-
mary elections.
Chandrasekhar said it was
a “huge sweeping generalisa-
tion” that held no truth for the
EVMs used in India which are
not connected to internet. He
said EVMs could be “architec-

RICO'S PRIMARY ELECTIONS
Indian EVMSs are custom-
designed, secure and
isolated from any network or
media... Factory-programmed
controllers that cannot be
r rammed...
e o B
FORMER UNION MINISTER
ted and built correctly™, as In-
dia has done, and even offered
to run a tutorial for Musk on
the subject.

Congress MP Rahul Gand-
hi and SP chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav raised Musk’scommentsto
flag “concerns’” about EVMs.

b ‘Isolated from networks', P 10

Polling officer rebuts claim of
OTP use to rig Mum N-W result

Prafulla Marpakwar &
Nitasha Natu | tnn

Mumbai: Withallegations of
unauthorised EVM access in-
tensifying, the Mumbai Sub-
urban Returning Officer (RO)
issued a rebuttal on Sunday
and notices to publications
that carried reports on use of
a phone by a polling agent in
the Mumbai North-West LS
constituency. The RO, Vanda-
na Suryavanshi, clarified
that EVMs are standalone de-
vices without wired connec-
tivity and need no OTPs on
mobile phones for unlocking.

Vanrai police had booked
Mangesh Pandilkar, working
for an independent candidate
and a relative of Sena MP Ra-
vindra Waikar, for unautho-

After terror Lsfri‘kes, Shah reviews
scene; Jammu troop levels to go up

BhartiJJain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Jammu divi-
sion of J&K — which witmes-
sed back-to-back terror attacks
in its Reasi, Kathua and Doda
districts last week — is set to
oet a big boost in number of se-
curity forces who will domina-
te the mountain tops to tackle
fresh infiliration bids by terro-
rists from Pakistan and comb
its forested and undulating ter-
rainforterrorists holed up the-
re with an intent to create un-
rest and communal flare-up
among the region’s mixed Hin-
du-Muslim population.

At a review meeting chai-
red by him here on Sunday, ho-
me minister Amit Shah direc-
ted security agencies to use
“Innovative means’ and repli-
cate the successes achieved in
Kashmir region over the past
few vears — as reflected in the
sharp decline in terrorist at-
tacks and law and order-rela-
ted incidents in the traditional
Valley hotbeds, record flow of

BOOST FOR VILLAGE DEF COMMITTEES"’

> HM Amit Shah
directs security
agencies to use
‘innovative methods’
& replicate successes
achieved in Kashmir

HM Amit Shah flanked by NSA Ajit Doval (L)

by rolling out an area % JEK LG Manoj Sinha during a security meet
domination planand  ['vaqion shall include returning to force
zero-terror plan in deployment pattern of the *90s, resuming
the Jammu division | g intensifying counter-ops sector-wise and
> Sources tell TOI that | strengthening village defence committees
revised counter-terror | by refining their training & equipping
strategies for Jammu them with better weapons

tourists and high voter turno-
uts inrecent Lok Sabha polls —
by rolling out an area domina-
tion plan and zero-terror plan
in the Jammu division that se-
ems to be the new target of Pa-
kistan-based terror outfits.
Shah, in a separate meeting,
also reviewed security and
other arrangements for the
Amarnath Yatra beginning Ju-
ne 29, Amongmeasures stressed
by him to make the vatra secure
and hassle-free for devotees we-

re tracking their movement and
that of vatra vehicles through
RFID tags, deployment of suffi-
cient security personnel, proper
sanitisation of vatra routes,
fortificationof camps and disas-
ter preparedness. Both mee-
tings were attended by NSA
Ajit Doval, J&K LG Manoj
Sinha and officials from
MHA, J&K, Army, paramili-
tary forces & intel agencies.

P Seamless coordination, P 10

EVM ACCESS

> Returning officer of Mum
North-West says no QTP can
unlock EVM, it is non-programm-
able with no wireless links

> A candidate’s representative
was accused of using phone
inside a counting centre to gain
access to EVMs

> OTPs are only to unlock EC
portal to enter polling data

rized use of a phone in a
counting centre at NESCO.
Police said some media out-
lets incorrectly reported that
the phone provid ed OTPs for
opening EVMs. The phone,
belonging to the EC portal op-
erator, was sentforanalysis.

» Sena vote share, P 2

Third threat to
Salman this yr,
Raj man held

Mumbai: The city crime
branch has arrested a 25-ye-
ar-old man from Rajasthan
for uploading a video threa-
tening to eliminate actor
Salman Khan.
This is the
third threat
against Khan
this wvear, in-
clud'mg the fi-
ring at his :
Bandra residence in Al}l il,
reports S Ahmed Ali.

Banwarilal Laturlal
Gurjar from Bundi alleged-
Iy uploaded a video on You-
Tube in which he says:
“(Goldy [Brar], Rohit [Goda-
ra], Nitin and Vivek [all as-
sociated with jailed gangs-
ter Lawrence Bishnoi] are
with us. Salman has an atti-
tude. Despite being told to
apologise for the blackbuck
killing, he hasn't...Howe-
ver tight his security... we
will eliminate him.”

B In police custody, P 5

Ist Modi 3.0 Budget to eye job - No need to teach kids about
creation by expanding PLI
scheme, focus on MSMEs

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: 5teps to boost
jobs by expanding the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive
scheme to furniture, toys, fo-
otwear and more segments
of textiles, along with a focus
on MSMEs, while increasing
income levels of women and
boosting infrastructure are

» FM to meet farmers'

MIDDLE CLASS SOPS?

> FM looks at sops for the
middle class, which may not
be limited to tax concessions
but may extend to interest
rate subsidies for home loans

> Multiple suggestions to
raise income levels for women

> |n case of infrastructure,
govt is keen to continue with

bodies, economists, P 10 the thrust on public spending
expected to be among the key u
thrust areas of the Modi Expﬂﬂd hm! ﬂ\'ﬂld

govt's first budget in its third
term with several of the issu-
es also being part of govt's
100-day agenda that will feed
into the targets for 2030.
Besides, thefinance mini-
stry is looking at sops for the
middle class, which may not
necessarily be limited to op-
tions around tax concessions
but may extend to interest ra-
te subsidies for housing lo-

super rich tax: ClI

TC CMD Sanjiv Puri, inanin-

terview to TOI, emphasised
the need to widen the tax base,
whilerejecting higherlevieson
the super rich and backed a
three-slab GST structure. P11

ans and other measures.

> Meeting with state FMS, P10

riots, says NCERT chief
after revisions in textbook

: New Delhi: Rejecting accusa-
. tions of saffronisation of cur-
: riculum, NCERT director Di-
: nesh Saklani clarified that re-
: ferences to the Gujarat riots
- and Babri Masjid demaolition
. were modified in school text-
. books to avoid creating “vio-
. lentand depressed citizens”.

: Textbooks have seen seve-
: ral crucial topics dropped or
: altered. The assertion that an-
: cient DNA from the Rakhigar-
: hisiterulesout Aryanimmig-
: ration, leading to calls for mo-
i re research into whether the
: Harappans and Vedic people
: were the same, has been remo-
. ved. Also omitted is a table of
: Mughal emperors’ achievem-
. ents. Other deletions include
. BJP's rath yatra’ to Ayodhya,
. the role of kar sevaks, com-
: munal violence after Babride-
: molition, President’s rule in
. BJP-governed
: BJP's ‘regret over Ayvodhva’.

: During an interaction

states, and

7 hamlets in state s Red bastlon ban emry of Maoists

@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Seven tribal hamlets
along the Maharashtra-Chh-
attisgarh border have volun-
teered to shut out armed Mao-
ists for good, going from lay-
ing booby traps for govt forces
at the guerrillas’ behest bare-
Iy two months ago to braving
the fear of a backlash to extri-
cate themselves from the
stranglehold of four decades
of indoctrination.

Paraynar, Nelgunda, Ku-
cher, l{awande Gongewada,
Midadapalli and Mahakapadi
in Bhamragarh taluka sit at
the foothills of Abujmarh on
the Maharashtra-Chhattis-
garh border, housing the he-
adquarters of the proscribed
People's Liberation Guerrilla
Army (PLGA). Theirsisaleap
of faith powered by the promi-

Reversing a four decade ﬂld trend tribals assembled at a krishi
melava (agricultural congregation) to adopt the ‘gaonbandi’' scheme

se of the development they
missed out on through the de-
cades when Maoists held sw-
ay. The guerrillas still strike
fear in the villagers, but their
writ 18 being slowly erased.
This LS election was first
in memory that the run-up to
voting day and beyond in so-

uth Gadchiroeli’s“liberated zo-
ne"” went off without security
forees suffering any damage.
On June 14, villagers of
Midadapalli who had admit-
tedly helped the Maoists set
up “spike-hole” traps in the fo-
rests to strike central forces
deployed for poll duty were

among those who embraced
gmrt s Gaonbandi scheme du-
ring a “krishi melava”, or far-
mer congregation, at the
Dhodraj police outpost. In re-
turn for taking a vow not to
collude with Maoists, they we-
re promised benefits of all
welfare programmes that fo-
rmthebulwarkof thescheme.

“The same tribals who we-
re working with the Maoists
twomonths agocame forward

to pinpoint ambush locations

and help sanitise the area by
uprooting IEDs,” a senior po-

lice officersaid. GadchiroliSP

Neelotpal said the tribal popu-

lation of Bhamragarh had al- :

ways been hostile towards se-
curity forces, but were wa-
king up to the promise of in-
frastructural and economic
development.

»Surrender by guerilla, P 8

'NOT TO CREATE
DEPRESSED CITIZENS'

> Revised class 12 political
science textbook does not
mention Babri Masijid, but refers
to it as ‘three-domed structure’
> Ayodhya section in textbook
pruned from four to two pages

> | atest deletions include:

BJP's ‘rath yatra' from Somnath
to Ayodhya; role of kar sevaks;
communal violence after Babri
masjid demolition; and BIP's
expression of ‘regret over the
happenings at Ayodhya'

with PTI, Saklaniemphasised
these tweaks were part of the
annual revision process and
should not stoke a controver-
sy. “Why should we teach abo-
ut riots in school textbooks?
We want to create positive citi-
zens, not violent and depres-
sed individuals,” he said. TN

P ‘Learn as they grow up', P8

- Some irregularities detected in
ET at specific locations: Min

‘Will Spare No
One, Including
NTA, If Confirmed’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking a serious
view of the row over National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance

Test for admission to medical
colleges, Union education mi-
nister Dharmendra Pradhan

» Docs, students unite to lead
fight against NEET flaws, P 10

| assure students and
parents that govt has
taken this (irregularities)
seriously. Even if big officials
of NTA are found guilty, they
will not be spared. A lot of
improvement is required in
NTA. Govt is concerned...

no culprit will be
spared, they will
get the harshest

punishment

PRADHAN, UNION
EDUCATION
MINISTER

Sunday said noone, including
officials of National Testing
Agency that conducts the ex-
ams, will be spared if irregu-
larities are found, and inter-
ests of all students who took
the test will be protected. Govt
is looking at reforms to ensu-
re that such problems do not
oceur infuture.

Pradhan admitted that
“some irregularities in NE-
ET exam have come to light
from some specific locations”
and assured all candidates
that no illegal practice will be
tolerated. NTA and the educa-
tion ministry are looking into
allegations of paper leak at
some centres in Patna, which

has been flagged by local poli-
ce although govt officials ma-
intained that the number of
candidates who cleared the
exams from these centres was
not significant.

Usually, as a matter of ab-
undant precaution, there are
two sets of papers, with the fi-
nal one to be used decided on
the morning of theexam.

“Some irregularities have
come to light in two places, 1
assure students and parents
that govt has taken this serio-
usly. Even if big officials of
NTA are found guilty, they
will not be spared. A lot of im-
provement is required in
NTA. The govt is concerned

‘Scrap NEET’: Stalin
renews demand

r l Tamil Nadu CM Stalin reit-

erated his party’s dema-
nd to scrap NEET, highlight-
ing complaints of alleged ir-
regularities in the medical en-
trance test this vear. Stalin
cited Gujarat Police FIRs on
invigilators allegedly tamper-
ing with exam sheets for mon-
ey amid claims that cheques,
some of several crores, had
changed hands. P8

about this, no culprit will be
gpared, they will get harshest
punishment,” Pradhan said.
The assurance from the
minister came amid attacks
from the opposition over NE-
ET-UG, where 23 lakh candi-
dates appeared on May 5. The
results were declared on June
4, and NTA has come under se-
vere criticism, amid allega-
tions of irregularities, infla-
ted marks and paper leak.
Stating that information
onalleged irregularities have
emerged, Pradhan said,
“Govt 1s working towards its
resolution and reform.”

»'100% transparency’, P 10

Russia not at Ukraine meet, India

refrains from signing communique
NOT MUCH SUPPORT FROM GLOBAL SOUTH

Sachin.Parashar
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The issue of Rus-
sia’s absence loomed large at
the peace summit in Switzer-
land, as India joined over a do-
Zen countries in not signing a
joint communigue that decla-
red any peace agreement
must be based on Ukraine's
territorial integrity India
backed out saying abiding pe-
ace wasn't possible in the ab-
sence of options acceptable to
both sides, as the summit also
could not elicit the kind of
support Ukraine was hoping
tor from the Global South.
Among others who did
not back the communique,
which was endorsed by 84 co-
untries and organisations
out of the 100 that participa-
ted, were important Indian
BRICS partners like UAE,
Brazil and South Africa,
apart from countries like In-
donesiaand Thailand.

> 'Respect for territorial
integrity and sovereignty can
serve as a basis for achieving

comprehensive, lasting peace
in Ukraine', says communique
» Endorsed by 84 countries

and organisations out of the
100 that participated

> India didn't associate with
communique as only options

acceptable to both parties

can lead to abiding peace,
says MEA secretary (west)
Pavan Kapoor, who led the
Indian delegation

» India’s position in line
with stand taken by China,
which boycotted the summit

» Summit could not elicit
the kind of support that
Ukraine was hoping for
from the Global South

Given the efforts to keep
Russia out and Moscow's own
reservations about the sum-
mit, India was represented, as
reported by TOI Saturday and
earlier, by a secretary-level of-
ficial at the two-day summit
that ended on Sunday. India
never considered participa-
tion at the highest or even mi-
nisterial level.

Justifying India’s decision
tonotassociate itself withany
communigque/document

emerging from this summit,
MEA secretary (west) Pavan
Kapoor, who led the Indian de-
legation, said in India’s view,
only those options acceptable
to both parties could lead to
abiding peace: “In line with
this approach, we have deci-
ded to not associate with the
joint communique or any
other document emerging
from the summit.”

» ‘Will strive for peace', P 10

Speaker’s post |
will be decided

by parties: Birla

mid growing speculati-

on that the BJP leaders-
hip may prefer his continua- :
tion as Lok Sabha Speaker, :

Om Birla Sun-
day said the de-
cision would
be made by all
political parti-
es, reports Ma- ’
nash Gohain. a

“Changes should keep hap-
pening. But [ am nobody to :
comment on this. The Spea- :
ker's post will be decided by
political parties in the Hou- :
se,” he said. Speculation abo-
ut Birla getting a second :
force :
amid strong indications that :
the constitutional position :
will stay with BJP, and that :
two of its crucial allies — :
— are com- :

term has gathered

TDP and JIXU)
fortable with the idea. P6

July launch for Maha’s health

- scheme, premium up by 60%

Mumbai: The annual premi-
um for the state’s revamped
flagship health scheme, Ma-
hatma Jyotirao Phule Jan
Arogva Abhivan (MJPJAY),
has surged by 60% to over Rs
3.000 crore, as Maharashtra
joins a handful of states to
roll out universal health cove-
rage for all citizens. Follo-
wing more than a year of an-
nouncements, the upgraded
MJPJAY is set to launch on
July 1. This is MJPJAY’s big-
gest upgrade vet since its
launch in 2012, reports Su-
mitra DebRoy.

MJPJAY 2.0 offers sub-
stantial improvements as co-
verage will extend toevery re-
sident of the state, so long as
thev can produce a valid ra-
tion card and domicile certifi-
cate, Importantly, theamount
allotted per family has been
increased from Rs 1.5 lakh to

93 blasts convict ran ganja racket in jail, had

enmity with many inmates: Murder probe
JAIL MIRED IN ROW FOR COUPLE OF YRS

Abhijeet.Patil@timesgroup.com

Kolhapur: Two weeks after
1993 Mumbai serial blasts
convict Mohammad Ali Khan
(63)—aka Munna—wasmur-
dered by five inmates in Ka-
lamba central jail, Kolhapur
police have found that he ran
a cannabis (ganja) distribu-
tion racket inside the prison.
The racket helped Khan, who
was lodeged in Kalamba pri-
sonsince 2013, increase hisin-
fluence among other inma-
tes, Kolhapur police, who are
investigating the murder, sa-
id, adding, this was the main
reason for the attack.
[nspector Sanjeevkumar
Zade of Juna Rajwada police
told TOI, *'We have found that
hewasthe kev in operation of

WHO: 1993 Bombay serial
blasts convict Munpna—aka
Mohd Alikhan and
Manojkumar Gupta. He had
escorted Tiger Memon to-
and-fro between Mumbai &
Raigad for landing of huge
cache of arms

ACCUSED: While two
of the attackers were
in judicial custody,
while three are in
prison for MCOCA
cases. All five are from
different places

THE JAIL: Kalamba

MURDER: Munna was attacked
and killed by five inmates in
Kolhapur's Kalamba Central Jail
on June 2. He was beaten up with
concrete and metal cover of
drainage chamber near Jail's
bathing well

Jail has been mired in controversy
for a couple of years. Narcotics
and SIM cards have been found
inside. Recently, over 200 mobile
phones were recovered after
which 11 staffers, including two
officials, were dismissed

a ganja racket. He used to dis-
tribute ganja smuggled into
the jail...We also found that
Khan was threatening other
inmates who challenged him

and hisposition. Overtime he
had developed enmity with
many inmates.”

b Accused in anda cell, P 2

IN A NEW AVATAR

Coverage
famil T15lakh | T5lakh
Specific NG

ration cards | income

Eligibility | + Annual | ceiling; all
income only | citizens
up to T1L eligible

hospitals 1,000 1,900
> Premium | > In2023-24,5.7L
to be paid by | families availed
state for each | scheme to cover
famity: ¥1,300 | T10.3L procedures

Rs b lakh. The state has re-
cently finalised the tender
process, selecting United In-
dia Assurance asthe insuran-
ce provider once again. For
an estimated 12.3 crore famili-
es, the state will pay a premi-
umof Rs 1,300 per family

> 50% puhllc hﬂ!‘-pltﬂlﬁ, P5

RTS 0 reward

for ‘flawless’
service delivery!
“tate chief commissioner

of Rightto Services(RTS)
commission Manu Kumar
Srivastava has recommend-
ed to state an annual incenti-
ve of Rs 10 per application/
case to designated officers
“flawlessly” discharging ser-
vices requested by citizens in
a time-bound manner. There

are over 1.5 lakh designated

officers for 662-plus online
govt services delivered onli-
ne. Given the capacity of av-
erage 300-400 applications
perofficer, thev can getan an-
nual reward of Rs 4,000. “If
the delivery of services isnot
flawless that case will not be
counted. The flawlessness
will be decided by the com-
mission,” said sources, P2
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Nine of 37 In MHT-CET 100 Mum N-W verdict ruckus: CM
- points to Shiv Sena vote share

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Thirty-seven stu-
dents, including nine from
Mumbai, are in the 100th per-
centile in MHT-CET, the en-
trance test for courses like
engineering(PCM)and phar-
macy (PCB) in Maharashtra.
Last vear, 28 students, inelud-
ing eight from Mumbai, were
in this bracket, The schedule
for the Centralised Admis-
sion Process (CAP) is likely
to be declared soon.

The state's CET cell de-
clared results on Sunday. Of
the 20 to be in the top bracket
in engineering, 13 are boys
and 7 are girls. In case of
PCB, 11 are boys and 6 are
girls. “While the result data
is still coming in, the percep-
tion this year i1s that most col-
leges will witness a drop in
cut-off in every branch and
course. While computer en-
gineering has been in de-
mand for some time, a mas-
sivecapacity iscreated there.
Colleges have been adding
seats year after vear. Al, ma-
chine learning, cyber securi-
tv are again courses that
have high demand now and
are offered by many colleges
under the NEP. So, cut-offs
are likely to fall a bit. The job
scenario is also a bit bleak,”
said principal Hari Vasude-
vanof DJ Sanghvi College of
Engineering.

Another principal said it
is difficult to say much about
cut-offs till the first list is de-
clared. But with a wide varie-
ty of options that students
have among central insti-
tutes, private universities
and multiple deemed insti-
tutes, theentry scores may be
similar to last year's cut-offs
with a small rise in popular
programmes.

Theresultsthat wereto be
out at 6 pm on Sunday were
declared after a 45-minute de-
lay but the website was rid-
dled with glitches till almost

percentile from Mumbai

Text: Khush| Mehrotra

Consistency was

instrumental in my
success. Preparing for NEET,
| found MHT-CET compara-
tively simpler. My strategy
was to attempt all questions
since there was no negative
marking. | also appeared
for IT-JEE and achieved 94.5

percentile. My teachers pro-
vided unwavering support.
Chemistry is my favourite
subject, and my ambition is
to become a scientist
—Aadya Harichandan

science —Pranav Arora

815 pm and anxious aspi-
rants spent their Sunday eve-
ning refreshing their inter-
net browser. Data as per the
CET Cell showed that by 9.32
pm, almost 2.3 lakh candi-
dates had downloaded their
scorecards and in the next 15
minutes, the number rose to
3.51lakh downloads.
MHT-CET 2024 attracted
one of the highest registra-
tions compared to previous
yvears, with 7.3 lakh students

| meticulously planned my

study sessions. Joining coach-
ing for lIT mains was pivotal, leading
to my achievement. | regularly solved
previous years' questions to grasp the
patterns. When feeling tired, | took
short breaks, often going for walks
or listening to music. My aspiration
for the future is to pursue computer

| used to study 6-7 hours daily. Si-
multaneously, | prepared for IIT-
JEE, where | achieved 99.67 percentile,
Maths is my favourite subject. | owe my
success to my teachers and parents.
My dad always emphasized that |
give my hundred percent and

do my best so that | wouldn't
have any regrets, which truly
motivated me —Vanshika Shah

MEET THE STUDENTS WHO MADE MUMBAI PROUD

MHT-CET came to me effort-
lessly as | prepared for NEET,
where | achieved AIR 110. Chemistry

is my favourite subject, and | aspire to
pursue MBBS. My study routine of 15-
16 hours daily, coupled with attention

to diet and sleep helped me. | meditated
regularly, which contributed to my
success. | received unwavering
support from my parents and
teachers —Sanmay Shah

registering for the exam. Of
these, 3.1 lakh registrations
came for the PCB group, of
which 2.9 lakh students took
the test. Of the 4.1 lakh stu-
dents who registered for the
PCM exam, 3.8 lakh ap-
peared. Last vear, 6.4 lakh
students had registered for
the test and in 2022, the figure
was 6 lakh, which rose from
5.21akh in 2021.

In the PCM category, a to-
tal of 1.4 lakh girls and 2.4

Greens help collect mango seeds to

lakh boys took the test and in
the biology group, the gender
ratio is 1.7 lakh girls to 1.3
lakh boys. This MHT-CET
was conducted at 159 examin-
ation centres, of which 143
were in Maharashtra and 16
were out of the state. Last
vear, out of a total 1.6 lakh
spats available under wvari-
ous engineering branches,
1.2 lakh students confirmed
admissions for the academic
vear 2023-24.

plant trees, brmg down rlsmg temp

BB Nayak

Navi Mumbai: Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation
(NMMC) initiated a unigue
concept of collecting mango
seeds in an attempt to bring
down rising temperatures
and to increase green cover,

With the help of volunteer
organisations the NMMC
waste management wing and
garden department, collected
over 50k mango seeds from va-
riousnodes as it had urged the
residents tonot discard the se-
eds and hand them over to the
civic body deploved collection
vans. The civic body plans to
continue the drive while set-
ting a target of collecting 1
lakh mango seeds. Later the
civic body will reach outto the
farmers either with the seeds
or saplings.

NMMC will also sow the
seeds and plant saplings to
turn the city’s landscape into

agreen corridon
Dr Kailas Shinde, NMMC
commissioner said, “In order

to push the volume of indige-
nous tree population and help
the farmers, an innovativeen-
vironmental initiative is be-
ing undertaken by the civic
body with public participa-
tion.” The initiative was Kick-
ed off on World Environment
Day on June 5. It has involved
school students in the drive to
achievethe massivetargetof 1
lakh seed collection.

Over 50K seeds have been collected by volunteers from across Navi Mum

Volunteers clean up mangroves,
collect over 5 tonnes of garbage

Navi Mumbai: In collaboration with the Maharashtra Forest De-
partment, the Environment Life Foundation, Beach Please, Mazi
Vasundhara, and Vanashakti NGO organized a significant clean-
up drive in the Sarsole mangrove forest on Nerul Palm Beach Ro-
acl. The event saw enthusiastic participation from students of SI-
ES College, Vidyalankar College, and officers from the Navi Mum-
baiMunicipal Corporation. During thedrive, over 5 tonnes of was-
te, including plastic, thermocol, footwear, and glass bottles, were
removed. "Thane Creek, the largest creek in Asia, boasts rich bio-
diversity but faces severe threats frrom sewage and non-biodegra-
dable waste, These pollutants endanger the ecosystem, affect local
fishermen's livelihoods, and cause flooding during the rainy sea-

S0n

" gaid environmentalist D Stalin of Vanashakti. This effort

highlighted the need for proper waste management and commu-
nity involvement in environmental conservation. — Vijay Singh

Known as the king of fru-
its, the mango is a favourite
for many. After enjoying the

delicious ripe mangoes, their
sepds are usually discarded.
Hence, NMMC launched the

initiative, spearheaded by
Shinde, to collect as many as
mango seeds as possible,

NMMC garden depart-
ment head Dilip Nerkar who
has 30 vears of experience in
horticulture segment said,
“The seeds will be treated or-
ganically. Our Turbhe landfill
site will be utilized to grow
saplings. Later, they will be
planted around the dumping
area and elsewhere in the city
to improve green cover,”

Retired agriculture officer
in the state government Pral-
had Mahajan said, "It's a tra-
ditional method of growing
mangotrees unlikethe hyvbrid
process which is faster to bear
fruit. The natural system of
putting the seeds in the soil
will take at least 10 vears to vi-
eld fruits. The conecept is wel-
comed as it has two benefits; it
provides fruits and protects
the environment. However,
gquestions are being raised
about nurturing which is a
difficult procedure.”

The civic body will sow the
seeds at its designated nurse-
ries. Later, the saplings will be
planted at gardens and roadsi-
de parks. They will also be dis-
iributed to residents interes-
ted in the plantation. Supple-
mentary programs are being
organized to promote tree
planting by collection of
mango seeds from various so-
cieties, juice centers, restau-
rants, and hotels.

Sewage fills Mahalaxnn graves, BMC blames pvt line 1993 blasts convict's murder
P Lk e ‘accused moved to ‘anda cell

Bella Jaisinghani &
Richa Pinto | i

Mumbai: Grief-stricken
mourners attending a funeral
at St Peter's Church cemetery
at Haines Road, Mahalaxmi.
were left stunned by a revolt-
ing sight last Friday: 10-15
graves at the back were half
submerged in sewage water:,
Fr Calistus Fernandes of
Victoria Church, Mahim, who
had led the mourners, said, “It
was very disheartening to see
sewage water flowing on the
graves. Bodies need to be ex-
humed every two vears to
make way for new burials.
How can that be done if the
graves are submerged in sew-
age water?"” He said the ceme-
tery's caretakers had com-
plained to BMC in Oct 2023
ahead of All Souls’ Day, when

EIMI: has attem:led to me overflow of sewage three times since Feb 2023.
St Peter's Church cemetery officials feel a British-era pipe is leaking

Prafulla Marpakwar &
Nitasha Natu | tun

Mumbai: Refuting allega-
tions of EVM rigging, the re-
turning officer of the Mum-
bai North-West LS constitu-
ency, Vandana Suryavanshi,
said on Sunday, "there is no
OTP (one time password) on
mobile phones for unlocking
EVMasitisnon-programma-
ble, and it has no wireless
communication capabilities.
It is a complete lie being
spread which is beingused by
some leaders to create a false
narrative. EVMs are standa-
lone devices without any
wired or wireless connectivi-
ty with units outside EVM
system/ Advance technical
features and robust adminis-
trative safeguards are in
place toruleout any possibili-
ty of manipulation. Safe-
guards include conducting
everything in the presence of
candidates or their agents.”

survavanshi also pointed
out that the counting of elec-
tronically transmitted postal
ballot systems (ETPBS) takes
place in physical form (paper
ballots) and not electronical-
ly, as suggested by the false
narratives. She mentioned
that a eriminal case has been
filed inresponsetothe spread
of misinformation,

In his statement to Vanrai
Police, Mangesh Pandilkar, a
representative of independ-
ent candidate Lata Shinde,
said he had borrowed the
phone from Dinesh Guray,
the operator of the Election
Commission's Encore portal,
claiming he needed to call his
driver. He claimed that the
phonewas seized by police be-
fore he could makethe call fol-
lowing a complaint by candi-
date Surinder Arora of the
Bharat Jan Aadhar Party. Gu-
rav was the one authorized to
use the device for receiving
OTPs for the Encore portal. A

Now, produce govt
ID as age proof to
buy, drink liquor

Chittaranjan Tembhekar &
Anjali Jhangiani | Tnn

Mumbai/Pune: Many pubs,
barsand liguor stores in Mum-
bai and Pune have made govt-
recognised identification doc-
uments, such as voter ID, PAN
or Aadhaar card, or driving 1i-
cence, mandatory for entry to
ensure that alecohol is not
served tothose under25. Many
have even deputed dedicated
staff to counters for the job.
One hastobe 21 todrink or
buy wine or beer, while the le-
gal age for hard liquor is 25.
The measure comes in the
wake of the Pune Porsche
crash and the excise depart-
ment’s recent directive to all
establishments selling alco-
hol, holding them accountable
under Maharashtra Prohib-
1ition Act for minors’ unlawful
acts and those found drunk
withouta liquor permit.
Sukesh Shetty, president
of Ahar, which hasthousands
of bars, hotels in Mumbai
and Maharashtra as mem-
bers, said proof is checked
mainly when a person looks
visibly younger than 25. Ac-
cording to Pradeep Shetty,
president of HRAWI, which

has hundreds of star hotels
and premium bars as mem-
bers, said since DigiL.ocker is
agovtapp, IDdocumentson it
are also being considered,
which was confirmed by Su-
mit Chawla, president of As-
sociation of Progressive Re-
tail Liquor Vendors.
Welcoming the move,
Bandra resident Prathamesh

said IDs should be
checked properly in case of
doorstep deliveries. Manish
Agarwal from Pune said a
shop insisted on taking a pho-
to of his driver's licence,
sparking a fear in him that
his personal data could be
misused. Vighnesh Patel
from Ghatkopar raised the
same concern. “CCTVs cap-
ture my face anyway What's
the point of taking a photo of
my ID card?” he asked.

Joshi

forensic examination of the
phone will confirm if Pandil-
kar's claims are true or
whether he used the phone
and for what purpose.

A bureaucrat explained
that Encore portal operators
like Gurav areresponsiblefor
entering polling data at the
end of each round on the por-
tal. The operator receives an
OTP on a registered cell-
phone, which they enter into
the system to gain legal au-
thorization to enter the poll-
ing data. The seized phone
has been sent for forensic
analysistodetermine its pur-
pose, calls made, and texts re-
ceived. The bureaucrat noted
that the phone may have re-
ceived several OTPs whenev-
er Gurav needed toupload da-
ta from his computer.

The controversy has led to
political reactions, with Con-
gress Rahul Gandhi and Adi-
tva Thackeray of Sena (UBT)
expressing concernabout the

transparency of the electoral
process. Chief minister Ek-
nath Shinde, however, dis-
missed the allegations as
baseless and attributed them
to frustration over the Shiv
Sena's (Shinde faction) elec-
toral success.

The CM said the allega-
tions in case of Waikar's vic-
tory are to “mislead” people.
"Our Shiv Sena has not only
gained 2 lakh votes more in
Mumbai and Maharashtra
respectively than the UBT Se-
na but has also scored strike
rate of 48% over their 42%."
According to Shinde, out of
19.50% wvotes to Shiv Sena,
14.50% are for the bow-arrow
symbol and is a “clear indica-
tion that their traditional vot-
er has shifted tous.”

"This is the reason why
they are feeling shattered and
frustrated and making base-
lessallegations,” he said.

(With inputs by Chittaran-
jan Tembhekar)

Open Karaveisland
for residential devpt:
C|dco, activists fume

Umesh K Parida

Navi Mumbai: Cidco has
proposed that the Karave is-
land area, located between
Nerul and Thane creek off
Palm Beach Road, be opened
for residential development.
In 2017, the area was tagged a
no-development zone (NDZ)
and was reserved as a regio-
nal park zone.

Even as Cidco’s develop-
ment plan for Karave island is
in the last stage of approval,
activists claim that making it
a residential zone will dest-
roy the entire area, including
T S Chanakva lake which is
frequented by flamingoes.

“Karave island is surro-
unded by mangroves and co-
astal regulatory zone area.
There is no way to construct
connecting roads, water pipe-
lines, sewage lines, among
others without disturbingthe
ecosystemof thisarea,” poin-
ted out activist Sunil Agar-
wal. “Disturbance of fla-
mingos at T S Chanakya lake
will force them to move to-
wards Navi Mumbai interna-
tional airport site resulting
in bird strikes and endange-
ring passengers' safety Bom-

TEARFUL FAREWELL TO KUWAIT FIRE VICTIM

Sandeep Takke

N early 400 mournersattended the funeral of Kuwait fire victim Denny Baby Karunakaranat
CharkopChristiancemetery Sunday afternoon. These included childhood classmate Umar
Savyed whoheld fond remembrances. Churchfriend Thomas Vargheserecalled Denny'sloyalty.
Fifty pastors and several outsiders came to commiserate. Pastor Thomas Philipose and senior
pastor PhilipJohnof Penial AG Church, whoconducted various services, comforted Denny's fa-
ther Baby Karunakaran and sister Daisy

hundreds of people visit the
cemetery on Nov 2. “Yet, no so-
lation has been found. BMC
must take the matter seriously
and rectify the problem.”

Advocate Godfrey Pimen-
ta from NGO Watchdog Foun-
dation said it isn't only a
health and sanitation issue
but also “amounts to an in-

fentional act of desecration
of graves, which isan offence
under Indian Penal Code”.
G-South ward officials said
BMC had attended to the over-
flow of sewage in Feb 2023 and
in Oct. “We attended to it last
week, too, but the sewage line
1s getting choked again. The
ward has recommended to the
sewerage department to re-
place the line. Since it's a pri-
vate line, BMC can't begin re-
placing it on its own, We have
proposed undertaking the
work, though,” said a civic offi-
cial, adding that the owner of
the nearby Raghuvanshi Mills
1s responsible for the line.
Civic officials also pointed
out that while undertaking re-
pairs of the sewage line, some
portions of the gravevard may
get damaged., So, the commu-
nity members’ permission

will also have to be sought be-
fore the work can be taken up.

On BMC's contention that
the faulty pipe runs on pri-
vate land, Fr Calistussaid the
cemetery has a boundary
wall., “There is a slum over
the wall where a workshop is
being operated.” he said. The
property dispute arising
from this workshop has com-
pounded the problem. Theo
Figueiredo, administrator of
the cemetery, said, “We have
made numerous complaints
to BMC. The occupant of the
neighbouring marble work-
shop—which is located on
our burial land—has barri-
caded the plot and covered
the ground with lavers of soil
to mask the sewage water on
his side. We suspect an old
British-era pipe beneath is
leaking sewage.”

Abhijeet.PatilZ@timesgroup.com

Kolhapur: The police custo-
dy of five Kalamba central
jail inmates accused of mur-
dering 1993 Mumbai serial
bomb blasts convict Moham-
mad Ali Khan ended on Sa-
turday after which they were
returned tothe prison.
Vivek Jhende, superin-
tendent of Kalamba jail, sa-
id, “Thefive accused have be-
en moved to the ‘anda cell’
and security has been beefed
up. Four other convicts of
the blasts case have been
shifted to Yerwada central
prison in Pune. The internal
inguiry into the murder case
has been completed and we
are waiting for the report.”

Khan had been lodged in
Kalamba since 2013. On the
morning of June 2, while
Khan was bathing near the
common water tank, the five
accused cornered him, and
attacked him with iron and
cement chamber covers, lea-
dingto hisdeath.

The ongoing investiga-
tion by Kolhapur police into

the murder found he ran a

ganja distribution racket in-
side the jail. Inspector Sanje-
evkumar Zade of Juna Raj-
wada police station told TOI,
“He used to distribute ganja
thatwassmuggled intothe ja-
il. The prison was also in the
news for smuggling of mobi-
le phones, following which
the prisons department took

bay Natural History Society
report has warned against
any disturbance at the NRI
wetland and TS Chanakya
wetland.”

On Dec 17, 1991, state govt
had notified 44 villages, inclu-
ding Karave island (under
Karave village), Dighe, Ut-
han, Tetwali, Rabale, Ghan
soli, Mhape, Borivali, Padeg-
har, Wahal, Nagaon, and
Chanje, to Navi Mumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation. Then,
on Oct 31, 2017, urban develop-
ment ministry appointed Cid-
coasthe special planning aut-
hority for these 44 villages.

In 2014, Cidco had prepa-
red a development plan for
Karave island and had invi-
ted suggestions and objec-
tions for the same. With limi-
ted area remaining for deve-
lopment in Navi Mumbali, the
urban development ministry
is slowly opening up the ba-
lance areas in these villages
for residential use. However,
the villagers are opposed to
the move.

Samrat Patil from Karave
village, who 1s also president
of Prakalpa Grasth Palak
Sanstha, insisted that the is-
land belongs to the villagers.

Driver harasses
woiman, cops
register FIR

Thane: A casehasbeenreg-
istered against an auto-
rickshaw driverfor alleged-
Iy harassing a 39-yvear-old
woman travelling in his ve-
hicle, police said on Sunday.

The woman took the au-
to-rickshaw from Kalvan
railway stationonJune1l3to
travel to her residence in
Waldhuni.

When she was paying
the fare, the driver alleged-
ly caught hold of her hand
and abused and threatened
her, an official from MFC
police station said.

The woman later filed a
complaint, based on which
an FIR was registered on
Friday against the auto-
rickshaw driver under rele-
vant provisions, he said. "A
case has been filed under
several sections of the IPC
against the accused. A thor-
ough probe will be conduct-
ed,” an officer said. rni

action against some of the ja-
il staff last month.”

The accused—Pratik ali-
as Pilya Suresh Patil, Dipak
Netaji Khot, Sandip Shankar
Chavan, Ruturaj Vinayak In-
amdar and Sourabh Vikas
Sidh—werein judicial custo-
dyv. “Among the five, Chavan
working closely with Khan.
But tension grew between
them recently over some fi-
nancial dispute,” said Zade.

Police said Chavanused
to smuggle snacks and dry
fruits from the jail’s canteen
and used to supply them to
Khan inexchange of ganja.

Khan was convicted for
helping the key accused of
the 1993 Mumbai serial
blasts, Tiger Memon.
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Co’s Madh bungalow seized over 35cr loan default

Court Commissioner Takes Possession Of Punia Group’s Secured Asset Under SARFAESI Act

A _ Jayvwant Yadav noted that it was neit-
? Jﬁ" \ her practicable nor feasible for the
Mumbai: The court commissioner e

subordinate officers of the court to
has taken possession of a bungalow at possession of the secured assets expe-
Madh island in Malad West belonging

ditiously, given the high volume of
to the Punia group of companies un- applications under Section 14 of the
der the Securitisation and Reconst- SARFAESI Act and the workload of
ruction of Financial Assets and En-

the officers. Yadav then appointed ad-

TIMES CITY

i g nancial assistance provided. Howe-
ver, the Punia group defaulted on the
repayment, leading to the classifica-
tion of the account as a non-perfor-
mingasset in Dec 219,

Demand notices were issued in
Jan 2021 under the SARFAESI] Act, re-
quiringthe respondents — Dinesh Pu-

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com
OVEN TOASTER GRILLER

forcement of Security Interest (SAR- ; : nla, Oriental Air and Ship Services, vocate Sunil Pandey as courtcommis-
FAESI) Act for default in repayment 2= s D e Mama Punia, Manisha Punia, and sioner and directed him to take pos-
of nearly Rs5croretotoPiramal Capi- S =4 L Mahesh Punia—torepay the outstan- session of the bungalow.

e <l = e ]

L A Masia bungalow at Madh island, Malad

tal and Housing Finance Ltd, former-
Iy known as Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd.

According to the Piramal Capital
and Housing Finance Ltd, the Punia
group had created a security interest

Last week, Pandey informed the
metropolitan magistrate that he and
his team had encountered resistance
from Punia’s security personnel, ne-
cessitating theuse of policeforcetota-
ke possession of the bungalow.

ding amount of Rs 4.8 crore within 60
days. Despite several notices and pa-
per publication, the respondents fai-
led to comply with the payvment requi-
sitions within the stipulated period.
In Feb, metropolitan magistrate

in its asset — L A Masia bungalow on
Marve Road — in favor of Dewan Hou-
sing Finance Corporationas partof fi-

'.I.I-;:':
@ | e
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- T0/case incentive mooted for
flawless, on-time govt services

Sotmy. Man arrested for bid to extort
fatsceiing - ZJcr from Kandivli developer

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar

collapses

Thane: Three members of a
family including two minor
children, sustained injuries
when the ceiling plaster of
theirflat collapsed intheearly
hours of Sunday at Mithbun-
der road, Kopri.

The incident occurred at
around 3:30am in a four-sto-
ried building, said Yasin Tad-
vi, Chiet of the Disaster Man-
agement Cell of the Thane
Municipal Corporation
(TMC). The injured family
members have been identi-
fied as Pradeep Mohite, 46,
and his children, Yash Mo-
hite, 16, and Nidhi Mohite, 12.
They were taken to a hospital
formedical aid.

Following the alert, local
firemen and members of the
Regional Disaster Manage-
ment Cell (RDMC) responded
quickly to the scene, working
to clear the debris and ensure
the safety of the building's
residents. The  building
houses a total of 65 occupants.

Officials informed that
the building is 30-35 years old
and consists of 20 flats, and is
currently under the control
of an administrator from the
co-operative department.

The building has been
identified with structural is-
sues, with plaster and column
cracks present in at least ten
flats. Tadvl noted that the
building had been classified
as dangerous under the C-3
category, indicating the need
forminor repairs, duringare-
cent surveyv of dangerous
buildings.

Despite being issued no-
tices to conduct a structural
audit and carry out necessary
repairs, the building manage-
ment failed to comply
— Nishikant Karlikar

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Kandivli police last
week arrested a man for de-
manding extortion and threa-
tening to stop work on a deve-
loper's project if Rs 1 crore
was not paid to him.

samta Nagar police on
Thursday arrested Madhu-
kar Masavkar alias Ahu, for
threatening and extorting
money from a prominent de-
veloper redeveloping a Mha-
da layout in the area. The Bo-
rivli court has sent him to ju-
dicial custody:

According to the police,
the developer's deputy gene-

ral manager Satish Hegde re-
oistered the FIR, alleging that
Masavkar had been deman-
ding and collecting small
amounts of money regularly
from the project head of Sam-
ata Nagar Redevelopment
Project, Mukesh Waghela, un-
der duress for many vears.
Recently, Masavkar esca-
lated his demands, insisting
that Waghela pay him Rslcro-
reorallot ashopfreeof costin
the project. When the develo-
per refused, he started accos-
ting and threatening his emp-
loyees in the locality,
Thereafter he barged into
the developer's office at site

and threatened to kill his pro-
ject head, saving he would me-
et the same fate as ex-corpora-
tor from the area, Ashok Sa-
want, Masavkar threatened
that some of his accomplices
had recently come out of jail
and were in touch with him.

It may be recalled that As-
hok Sawant, an ex-corporator
and senior Shiv Sena functio-
nary from Kandivall (east),
was murdered by some men
in full public view.

Later police arrested four
persons including Jagdish
Pawar aliasJaggyaovercable
distribution.

A police officer involved in

BRIGHT SUNDAY IN JUNE

Sanjay Hadkar

Fluffy white clouds amid an azure sky seen through the heritage Chhatrapati Shivaji Memorial Terminus Sunday

City drug kingpin’s network in
Nagpur busted, four arrested

Charas worth 17 lakh found
at mechanic’s Bhiwandi home

Thane: A 42-year-old motor mechanic has been arrested after
the seizure of charas valued at Es17.2 lakh from his residence
at Bhiwandi, near Thane, the police said on Sunday.

Actingonatip,ateamof the police’s anti-extortion cell con-
ducted araidon theresidential premisesof theaccused in Bhi-
wandi on Friday and seized 1.72 kg of the contraband, accor-
dingtoarelease issued by the police.

Theaccused wasarrested on Saturday and has been booked
under provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psvchotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, said the release.

A search has also been launched for another person invol-
ved in the crime, according to the release. emi

Soumitra.Bose@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Mumbai's top MD
(mephedrone) drugs Kingpin
Zuber Shaikh’s network in
Nagpur was busted by crime
branch’s anti-narcotics cell
with the seizure of contra-
band powder worth around
Rs 30 1akh and the arrest of fo-
ur persons. Following a tip-
off from Nagpur police, the
Mumbai police and also the
State Anfi-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) have launched a man-
hunt for Zuber.

Apart from Nagpur, Zu-
ber's drug network is also le-
arnt to be spread across Vi-
darbha. Inthe latest case, Am-
ravati-based Sonu Qazi too is
wanted now for being part of
the network which received
the highly priced MD powder
through Zuber’s supply chain
operated via Nagpur,

Azaruddin &azi, 37, a kevy
operative of Zuber, was
caught after a 30-hour non-
stop operation and surveil-
lance by the crime branch te-
am. His arrest paved the way
for arrest of three more, iden-
tified as Irfan Ahmad, Nade-

87k+ vehicles use just-opened coastal road tunnel

em Khan and Sayyed Sohail.
Police have recovered their
cellphones, getting substanti-
al data of the city’s narcotics
trade and networks.

Sources said that the anti-
narcotics cell, under the su-
pervision of CP Ravinder
Singal, Jt CP Aswati Dorje
and DCP crime Nimit Goyal,
had started a vigorous crack-
down on the network of MD
drugs in Nagpur controlled by
Mumbai kingpins, including
Zuber

Zuber, who operates from

Vehicles over the
past few days in June
26,170
20,450 48, 20,987
19,884 B
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suburban Mumbai, is said to
have a chemical laboratory to
manufacture the narcotics.
Officials said that the 306gm
top quality MD, which was re-
covered from Qazi, was pack-
ed into different packets with
colour codes for supply to dif-
ferent peddlers.

Sources said that the team
of anti-narcotics cell compro-
mising of assistant sub-in-
spectors Siddharth Patil, and
Vivek Adawu, constables Ma-
noj Neware and Suraj Bhana-
wat among others under se-

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A total of 87,491 ve-
hicles drove through the
newly opened coastal road’s
north-bound tunnel in the
first week of itsopening.

On day two (Jun 12), the
road saw the maximum num-
ber of trips at 26,170. The pe-
ak traffic count on this day
was between 10pm and 11pm
at 3,180 vehicles followed by
3,000 vehicles between 9 pm
and 10 pm and 2,080 vehicles
from 8 pm to 9 pm. The least
number of vehicles (19,884)
used the coastal road on Jun
14, Friday, with its peak traf-
fic count 1,830 between 6 pm

nior inspector Gajana Gulha-
ne and assistant inspector
Manoj Ghurde had received a
tip-off about Qazi, whose wife
works with a bank marketing
team.

The drugs courier was re-
turning with substantial MD
powder by Duronto Express
from Mumbai to Nagpur.

Despite laying a trap, Qazi
had managed to sneak out of
the railway station and rea-
ched Teka Naka in north Nag-
pur

During searches, the poli-
ce said that they managed to
zero in on Qazi at Teka Naka
in Nagpur and trapped three
others whom Zuber had sent
to collect the MD drugs accor-
dingtotheirorders which had
been placed earlier.

“Qazi does not have any
crime records. He was intro-
duced to Zuber through a con-
tact in Mominpura. §azi, Na-
deem and some othersseemto
have started working for Zu-
ber for fast money as they
don’t have any past crime re-
cords. Only Sohail has a past
record in narcotic peddling,”
said asource.

the investigation said that
they will be conducting a fo-
rensic analysis of the coerci-
ve and abusive messages that
Masavkar had posted against
the developer on a common
WhatsApp group of residents
of Sarova complex which the
developer has constructed.
Police sources said Masav-
kar was also booked in a simi-
larextortionattempt afew ye-
ars ago but later secured bail.
The police are currently veri-
fving hisantecedents and pos-
siblelinks with gangstersand
also trying to find out if heex-
torted money from other de-
velopers and businessmen.

Customs seizes
gold worth Z7cr
atairportininl1l

smuggling cases

Mumbai: The airport com-
missionerate, Mumbai Cus-
toms zone-1IlI, seized 10.8 kg
oold valued at nearly Rs 7
crore in 11 cases recently.

Gold was found con-
cealed in various forms
oold dust in wax, crude jew-
ellery, bars in an ingenious
way in pockets, on the ac-
cused passengers.

One person has been ar-
rested for gold smuggling
and 6.5 kgof gold worth 3.83
crore seized from the flver,
The air intelligence unit of
customs arrested Moinud-
din Shakil Zordarwala (24),
a south Mumbai resident
who had arrived from Shar-
jah. Asked if he were carry-
ing any dutiable goods, he
replied in the negative. A
search vielded the contra-
band cleverly concealed in
pockets of his jeans.

In another case, two In-
dians travelling from Shar-
jah to Mumbai and from
Mumbai to Kathmandu
were found carrying 24 kar-
at gold dust weighing over
Tkg concealed in their trou-
sers and on their persons,
said the officials. —S8
Ahmed Ali

Man lets fraudsters
use his bank a/c, held

Mateen.Hafeez
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The cvber cri-
me police recently arres-
ted a Zl-year-old mobile
shop owner from New Del-
hi for allegedly opening a
bank account using fake
documents and allowed a
gang of cyber fraudsters
to use it to cheat people.
The gang duped a bank
manager of nearly Rs 32
lakh in an online share
trade fraud for which the
account was used.

The accused, Rishabh
Gupta, has been brought
to Mumbai. The police
probe found that Gupta's
bank account was also
used in three other cases

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: State chief com-
missioner of Right to Servi-
ces(RTS)commission Manu
EKumar Srivastava has re-
commended togovt anannu-
al incentive of Rs 10 per app-
lication or case to designa-
ted officers “flawlessly™ dis-
charging services in a
time-bound manner.

As each officer handles
an average 300-400 applica-
tions, he can expect to earn
an annual incentive of Rs
4,000. Srivastava, however,
has recommended up to Rs
10,000 annual incentive,
which means an officer can
flawlessly dispose of 1,000
applications in time, which,
sources said, isdifficult.

There are over 1.5 lakh
designated officers for 662-
plus online govt services
thatare to be delivered to the
publie through Aaple Sar-
kar portal or apps like RTS
Maharashtra.

The state has 40,255 ma-
nually operated service
centres across all major ta-
lukas to help citizens file,
track and appeal for their
applications,

Among the services offe-
red under RTS through 27
govt departments on Aaple
Sarkar portal are death and
birth certificates, income
certificate, residency certi-

SERVICES OFFERED ON RTS PORTAL

217 Govt depts of- | > Services Applications and
fering online public | offered on : .
services via Aaple | RTS portal disposals in last 4 yrs
Sarkar, other apps | include death Applica- | .
662+ Number of &hh'rm E":'frts‘ Year | tions D'S‘;‘fﬂd
services offered gt received

name, change
91.3L Registered | of birth date, | 2020-21 | 1.5cr | 1.4cr
tek o portal B cRn0e R |22tz | 17en | 1er
16.3cr Applications| ™"9'9™
received so far i& g';:;i'gﬁe 2022-23 | 2.ler | 19cr
15.4c¥ Applications| cert among
disposed of others (Al figures rounded off)

ficate, caste certificate, age or unsatisfactory, citizens
or domicile certificate, non- can approach appellate offi-
agriculture land certificate, cers and even the commis-
and non-creamy layer certi- sion within 30 days. “If the
ficate. delivery of services in any
“We have forwarded the caseisnotflawlessthenthat
proposal to govt...only after casewill not becounted. The
it gives consent, the nitty- [flawlessness will be decided
gritty involved could besha- by the RTS commission,” sa-
red,” Srivastava told TOIon  id sources.
the sidelines of a recent con- The reward will be over
ference bv Mumbai First. and above the annual incre-
Former TAS officer and ments or other incentives
executive board member of that officers get as part of
Mumbai First Sanjay Ubale theirsalary
moderated the session at- However, if the designa-
tended by Pune and Konkan ted officer defaults on deli-
RTS commissioners Dilip vering cases, he will face a
shinde and Baldev Singh, penalty ranging from Rs 500
respectively. to Rs 5,000 which can be de-
Processing of RTS appli- ducted from hissalary If the
cations is completely elec- defaultingoncasesrisestoa
tronicand citizenscantrack higher quantum, there is al-
their application using a ready a provision of disci-
unique identification code. plinary action, sources po-
If serviceisdelayed, refused intedout.

Finger found in ice cream: Probe
into Pune manufacturing unit

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Malad Police in-
vestigating the case of a hu-
man finger being found in-
side an ice cream ordered
online has started making
inquiries at Fortune Dairy
in Indapur taluka of Pune
where the batch of ice cream
was made.

Police said that they will
determine when the batch
of ice cream was made, the
process of manufacture and
whether any mishap had oc-

curred at that time.

Last Wednesday, Malad
doctor Brendan Ferrao had
lodged a police complaint af-
ter a Yummo ice cream he
had ordered through deliv-
ery app Zepto contained a
portion of a human finger,

Explaining the chain of
supply. police said that from
Fortune Dairy in Indapur,
the ice cream batch was sent
to a godown in Hadapsar
From there, it made its way
to a godown in Sakinaka,
then to Bhiwandiand finally

to a godown in Malad from
where it was delivered to
Ferrao's home.

Teams of policemen
were sent to each of these
five locations to conduct in-
vestigations and make in-
quiries.

Yummo had earlier re-
leased a statement which
said that they have stopped
manufacturing at the
third-party facility. Yummo
had also said that they have
isolated the said product at
the facility

where complainants losta
total of Rs1.17 crore.

In the latest case, the
40-vear-old bank manager
told the police that the
fraud took place between
Dec 9, 2023 and Jan 15. The
complainant told the poli-
ce that he saw an adverti-
sement aboutonlineshare
trading on social media,
clicked on it and got an in-
vitelink. Hewasaddedtoa
WhatsApp group.

He was told to downlo-
ad an app for share tra-
ding. “He invested Rs 48
lakh, and could view his
investment and profit to-
uch Rs 70 lakh in a virtual
account. But since he co-
uldn’t withdraw money, he
approached the police.

and 7pm.

The authorities have
plans to open the first phase
of Bandra Worli sea link con-
nector from the coastal road
by July which would mean
that motorists would be able
todrivefrom Marine Driveto
Bandra signal free. "This
will be onlv one of the con-
necting bridges while works
on the other connecting brid-
e will continue to take pla-
ce,” said a civic official. The
entire road is proposed to be
opened by Oct this yvear.

The northbound carria-
geway currently caters to
motorists going from Marine
Drive to Haji Ali, cutting

down travel time significant-
Iv. The south-bound stretch
was made operational in
March this year just before
the code of conduct for Lok
Sabhaelections was set in.
The coastal road authori-
ties are also looking at incre-
asing the signages along the
route, especially near inter-
changers. Currently, the four
Haji Ali and four Breach
Candy interchanger arms
have been made operational.
The interchanger arms at
Worli are yet to be opened up.
Meanwhile BMC is vet to
float the tender to develop
openspacesalong the coastal
road. Officials said that they

are working on it and the
same is likely to be floated af-
ter the monsoon.

From water bodies, Miya-
waki forest, musical founta-
ins, sculptured elements to a
15 km cvele track, the 70-hec-
tare area running along the
coastal road will be divided
into three interconnected zo-
nes: Nature Cove, Park Line,
and Green Shore, The Park li-
newould start from Worlisea
face going up to Worli jetty,
Nature cove would continue
from there up to Amarsons
garden interchange while
Green Shore will start from
Amarsons garden and end at
Privadarshani Park.

Taste tiie cdded
goodness!
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CR collects
363 crore from
drive against
ticketless travel

Somit.Sen@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Central Rail-
way registered revenue of
Rs 63.6 crore from 9 lakh ca-
ses of unauthorised and ir-
regular travellers during the
past two months, an official
said on Sunday.

“Our squads conduected
intensive ticket checking in
suburban, Mail / Express
and special trains across all
divisions to curb ticketless
and irregular travel in order
to provide comfortable tra-
vel and better services to all
bonafide rail users,"” he said.
Thisisan increaseof 15 % in
revenue against the schedu-
led target of Rs55.5 crore for
the above period.

The division wise ear-
ning for CR for April and
May isasfollows:

Mumbai division Rs.25
crore from 4 lakh cases;Bhu-
sawal division Rs.17 crore
from 1.9 lakh cases:Nagpur
division Rs.7.56 crore from
1.19 lakh cases;Solapur divi-
sion Rs.3.10 crore from 54,000
cases;Pune division Rs.6.56
crore from 83,100 cases :CR
headquarters Rs.4.30 crore
from 46,810 cases.

Now, students
to get ST bus
pass in schools
and colleges

Mumbai: Lakhs of stu-
dents travelling by the state
transport buses across Ma-
harashtra will now get the-
ir ST bus passes distributed
directly in schools and col-
leges, announced MSRTC
managing director Madhav
Eusekar on Sundav. This
will ensure that neither stu-
dents nor their parents ha-
ve to take the trouble of go-
ing to ST stands or waiting
in long queues at counters
to make bus passes.

The government has gi-
vena66% concessiontostu-
dents to travel from home to
school by the state bus -
which means students can
get a monthly pass by pay-
ing only 33%. Similarly, un-
der a government scheme,
free ST passes will be distri-
buted in schools and junior
colleges for all female stu-
dents studving upto class
12, “From this vear on-
wards, students will no
longer have to stand in que-
ues for the pass,” Kusekar
saild. — Somit Sen

Surviving Prison
\ way frnmghnme, several
[ Aprisoners nurse guilt
which begets anger and de-
pression. A city-based social
organisation which works to
et first-time offenders and
undertrials languishing in
jail for want of bail amount
released, has stepped forward
with help. It offers prisoners
counselling, anger manage-
ment and motivational lec-
tures. Under the guidance of
the District Legal Services
Authority, Pune, Global Care
Foundation, in association
with Yerwada jail authorities,
has trained 35 "highly edu-
cated"” inmates at the prison
to counsel and motivate fellow
inmates. “There are doctors,
lawyers, CAs and even PhDs
among convicted inmates and
we have trained a group of
them to guide less-educated

J,I"
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HEALTH FIRST: People take part in a yoga session in Juhu on Sunday

ones on how to deal with neg-

ative thoughts, anger and de-
pression. They are taught to
remain positive and motivat-
ed. We will soon introduce

this in Mumbai jails too,” said
Abid Ahmed Kundalam from
the foundation. These train-
ers will be paid too, according

to rules laid down by govt.

Coach’s Dilemma

"1 "his past Thursday during
the 2024 T20 World Cup
in New York, when USA's

left-arm pacer Saurabh Ne-
travalkar dismissed Indian
captain Rohit Sharma,
caught superbly running
backwards by left-arm spin-
ner Harmeet Singh, Mumbai
under-19 men’'s team head
coach Dinesh Lad, watching
the match thousands of kilo-
metres away at his home in
Kandivli, experienced mixed
emotions. Having coached
both Rohit and Harmeet at
the Swami Vivekanand In-
ternational School in Bo-
rivali, Lad’s “loyalties” were
divided in this case. “As a
coach, it was a proud mo-
ment for me to see two of my
wards play international
cricket against each other. 1
felt very happy when Har-
meet took Rohit's catch, but
I would have been happier if
Harmeet had taken Rohit's
wicket. Harmeet would have
turned out to be a great bowl-
er for India in Test cricket.
He has changed his action a
bit to sidearm, but his ear-

lier round arm action would
enable him to generate turn
and bounce on any wicket,”
Lad told this correspondent.

Delayed Reaction

I jm‘ing the ongoing delays

in the Central Railway
suburban services, when
trains were stranded on the
tracks between Sandhurst
Road and Masjid, commuters
began to vent their frustra-
tion. A few even jumped
on the tracks and began to
walk to the nearest station.
Bv contrast, this group of
yvoungsters travelling to
CSMT had smiles on their
faces as one of them had
switched on reels on his
phone. The small group made
use of the time cheerfully
while office-goers fumed and
checked their phones for any
update on the delay.

(Contributed by Moham-
med Wajihuddin, Gaurav
CGupta & Somit Sen)

Abhijeet.Patil
@timesgroup.com

Kolhapur: The battle among
MVA partners over Sangli is
settoplay outagain. Congress
MLA Vishwajeet Kadam has
said his party will contest five
of the eight segments in San-
gli district in the assembly
polls, a few days after NCP
(SP)state president Jayant Pa-
til staked claim to four constit-
uencies, of which undivided
NCP had won three in 2019.
During the seat sharing
talks, Congress and Sena
(UBT)had bitterly fought over
the Sangli LS seat, which ulti-
mately landed with the latter;
The arrangment prompted
Congress's Vishal Patil to con-
test as an independent from

the seat; he won by a margin
of over1lakh votes.

Sangli and Miraj assemb-
ly segments are with BJE
while Khanapur MLA is from
Sena, Congress won Palus Ka-
degaon and Jat in the last as-
sembly polls and the legisla-
tors of Tasgaon Kavathema-
hankal, Shirala and Walva
stood with Sharad Pawar’s
faction after the party split.

Sources in both parties
said Patil, MLA from Walva, is
eveing Khanapur as the
fourth segment, while Con-
gress is expecting to get San-
gli, Miraj and Khanapur, oth-
er than the two seats already
in its pocket. Stakes are high
for Patil as he could be in the
race for the CM post if MVA
gets a majority with NCP (SP)

as the single largest party.

Sena (UBTY, on the other
hand. is not likely to insist on
Khanapuras its MLA Anil Ba-
bar, who died recently had
joined Eknath Shinde's camp.

“Those who tried to spoil
the outcome of the Lok Sabha
elections will not dare to re-
peat their attempt this time.
Congress will contest four to
five seats and win all of
them,” Kadam said at an
eventon Saturday

Although Kadam and
Vishal Patil, who has extend-
ed support to Congress, are
notnamingany leader whoat-
tempted to help BJP's Sanjay-
kaka Patil for the Sangli LS
constituency, social media
was flooded with accusations
against Patil for allegedly

pushes for 5 MLA seats, NCP (SP) 4

playing a role in allotting the
seat to Sena (UBT). Patil dis-
missed those charges.
Congress is also likely to
ruffle Shiv Sena (UBT"'sfeath-
ers—its Kalvan district presi-
dent, Sachin Pote, has staked
claim to the Kalyvan East as-
sembly seat. Undivided Shiv
Sena had contested the seat
the last three times since the
constituency was carved out,
and Sena (UBT) was expected
to fight from there as it had in
the parliamentary election
from Kalvan. Pote said since
Sena lost to Ganpat Gaikwad,
who joined BJP ahead of the
last state polls, from the con-
stituency, he will demand that
the seat be given to Congress.
( With inputs from
Pradeep Gupta in Kalvan)

After LS election loss, farmer leader to take
up urban issues in state polls, open to tie-up

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: FarmerleaderRa-
ju Shetti-led Swabhimani
Paksha, that faced a drubbing
inthe LS polls after going solo,
has decided to change tack for
the assembly elections.

Shetti told TOI that party
functionaries had believed
that they would win the LS
elections “on the basis of
farmers’ movements”. “We
were proven wrong by the re-

i

CHANGING TACK: Raju Shetti

sults. Now, we will adopt a
more practical approach, like
appealing to other parties to
help us win and vice-versa.

We will form alliances with
understanding and strategic
adjustments,” he said.

Shetti also plans to
launch agitations by farm-
ers over agrarian issues af-
ter a state convention in Ba-
ramation June 22-23.

The farmer leader said a
primary meeting of state of-
fice-bearers of his party for
the assembly polls was held
online. In the 2019 assembly
elections, Swabhimani

Paksha had contested from
six constituencies.

“We have been betrayed by
both alliances in the recent
past. We plan to change our
strategy, and we cannot win
merely with the support of
farmers and on the basis of
their issues as the electors
have changed. Now, many sec-
tions of society mainly those
living in urban areas, have
their own issues, which we
will raise,” Shetti said.

Feud over Sangli again: Cong neta  Oppn’s false claims hit

LS poll maths, will win
all 4 MLC seats: DCM

Mumbai: The results of the
four MLC seats will create a
new narrative in the state to
counter the “setback [to
NDA] due to a false narrative
in the Lok Sabha elections,

falsenarrativeinthe Lok Sab-
ha elections. Ours is a people-
friendly govt and we need to
push this narrative further,”
hesaid in Thane.
“Thefalsenarrativeof the

deputy chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis
said on Sunday, refer-
ring to the claim dur-
ing the parliamentary
polls that BJP wanted
to win 400 seats in the
Lok Sabha to change the Con-
stitution and end reservation
for various segments,

“MLC polls are goingto be
held for four seats in Maha-
rashtra. The NDA must out-
perform the opposition and
create a new narrative as we
received a setback due to a

opposition parties dis-
turbed our political
arithmetic. The oppo-
sition gained 43.9%,
while we received
43.6% of votes, but
they won 31 Lok Sabha
seats, and we could win only
17 [out of 48 seats in Maha-
rashtral... We are confident
of winning all four [MLC]
seats,” he asserted.

Voting for the legislative
council seats will take place
onJune26and the results will
bedeclared on July 1. Fm

‘Urban Naxal’' NGOs created
fake narrative in LS polls: CM

Thane: Chief minister Eknath Shinde on Sunday alleged that
certain NGOs had created a false narrative against the Mahay-
utiallianceduringthe Lok Sabhaelections. Mahayuti won 17 of
the 48 parliamentary constituencies in the state, of which
Shinde’s Shiv Sena bagged seven. Dubbing them ‘urban Nax-
als’, he accused these unnamed NGOs of working to under-
mine Mahayuti's position. “"Not all NGOs are bad. Some do ex-
ceptional work to uplift society, but some are anti-govt and
these few NGOs spread misinformation and tried to create a
false narrative againstus,” he said at a guidance session for of-
fice-bearers for BJP's Konkan graduates constituency nomi-
nee Niranjan Davkhare, “[NDA] won the Lok Sabha elections
under the guidance of PM Narendra Modi. Nothing can change
this reality, even though the opposition keeps spreading ru-
mours that govt would fall,” he said.—Nishikant Karlikar

OBC activists
on fast dig in
heels as CM

makes plea

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: The indefinite hunger
stir launched by OBC activ-
ists Laxman Hake and Nav-
nath Waghmare at Wadigo-
dri in Jalna to protect their
community’s quota entered
the fourth day on Sunday:
Earlier,, CM Eknath
Shinde said he had spoken
with Hake on Saturday eve-
ning over the phone
through OBC leader Pra-
kash Shendge, who met the
activists to express his soli-
darity. Despite the CM's
plea towithdraw theiragita-
tion, the activists said they
would continue and will al-
so stop intake of water.
*The CM should giveusa
written assurance that the
OBC quota will remain un-
touched while fulfilling de-
mands of the Maratha com-
munity,” Waghmare said.
Hakesaid the distribution of
Kunbi certificates to Ma-
rathas in a “blanket man-
ner’” hasalready encroached
upen the quota of lakhs of
OBC community members.
—Prasad Joshi

CR achieves
non-fare rev
of over z17cr

Mumbai: The Central Rail-
way has achieved a record
non-fare revenue of over Rs
17 crore in the past two
months of 2024-25, an official
said on Sunday;

“This achievement un-
derscores CR's commitment
to diversify revenue streams
and maximise opportunities
for sustainable growth,” an
official said.

In May alone, CR awar-
ded17 tenders through e-auc-
tion, with an annual license
fee totalling Rs 10.3 crore.
“Tenders reflect a diverse
range of contracts across va-
rious segments, highligh-
ting CR's strategic approach
to non-fare revenue genera-
tion,” the official said.

Amongthe tenders inclu-
de Mumbai division being
awarded contract for exte-
rior advertisement on 12
EMU rakes of Kurla car
shed, generating earnings
of Rs71lakh per annum for3
vears; contracts for five new
hoardings, 1 each at Nahur,
Mankhurd, Byculla, and 2 at
Panvel, with earnings tota-
ling Rs 7 lakh per annum for
a period of 5years. tnw

~. MADHYA PRADESH POWER GENERATING CO. LTD.

| Office of The Executive Director (PRG), Shed No. 1 & 2, Rampur, Jabalpur (M.P.), Pin : 462008, INDIA
E-mail : prostps660@gmail.com, Ph. : 0761-2925650, (CIN No.-U40109MP20015GC014882)

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY

Ref. : Corrigendum to Tender No. 07-01/STPS/PH-V/Unit#12/PRG
Floated through Domestic Competitive Bidding route (Tender ID:2023_PPGC_315012_1)

INTIMATION FOR ALLOWING FOREIGN BIDDERS TO BID

M.P. Power Generating Co. Ltd. have uploaded tender inviting E-Bids for Design, Engineering, Supply, Civil
Works, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 1X660 MW Ultra-Supercritical Thermal Power Unit, on EPC
Turnkey basis; at Satpura Thermal Power Station, Sami; Distt. Betul. The detailed NIT & Bidding Documents
are available for sale on e-lendering website www.mptenders.gov.in from 14.06.2024, with last date of
Bid submission is 09.08.2024 and date of bid opening is 12.08.2024. Bidders are advised to regularly visit
the e-tendering website; for any further Clarification/Corrigendum/Addendum and/or Extension of due dates.
Foreign Bidders; through this corrigendum are allowed to bid against the tender; with a stipulation of
all payments in Indian Rupee, only.

Jabalpur, Dated : 13.06.2024

of due dates.

MADHYA PRADESH POWER GENERATING COMPANY LIMITED
Office of The Executive Director (PRG); Shed No. 1 & 2,
Rampur, Jabalpur (M.P.), Pin : 482008; INDIA
E-mail : prpatps660mw@gmail.com, Phone : 0761-2925650 (CIN No. : U40109MP2001SGC014882)

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY

Rel. : Corrigendum to Tender Mo. 07-01/ATPS/51-1V/Unit#6/PRG
Floated Through Domestic Competitive Bidding Route (Tender 1D : 2023 MPPGC 311686 1)
INTIMATION FOR ALLOWING FOREIGN BIDDERS TO BID
M.P. Power Generating Co. Ltd, have uploaded tender inviting E-Bids for Design, Engineering, Supply, Civil
Works, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 1x660 MW Ultra-Supercritical Thermal Power Unit, on EPC
Turnkey basis; at Amarkantak Thermal Power Station, Chachai; Distt. Anuppur. The detailed NIT & Bidding
Documents are available for sale on e-tendering website www.mptenders.gov.in from 14.06.2024, with last
date of Bid submission is 07.08.2024 and date of bid opening is 09.08.2024. Bidders are advised to
regularly visit the e-tendering website; for any further Clarification/Corrigendum/Addendum and/or Extension

Foreign Bidders; through this corrigendum are allowed to bid against the tender; with a stipulation
of all payments in Indian Rupee, only.

Jabalpur, Dated : 13.06.2024

O SBI

AN APPEAL TO DEPOSIT/SAFE DEPOSIT LOCKER

CUSTOMERS OF SBI

details, please visit us onbank.shi.

Nomination facility is intended to facilitate hassle-free transfer of the fund
available in the deposit accounts (Individual)l/ contents of safe deposit
lockers to the nominee if such an unfortunate situation arises. We,
therefore, make an appeal to our esteemed customers {Individuals) to
register nomination in all your deposit accounts/ safe deposit lockers.
Nomination facility is available on internet banking {onlinesbi], YONO or by
visiting home branch. Nomination can be registered / modified /cancelled
any time during the currency of deposit/safe deposit lockers. For further

Team SBI

POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.

M.P. Madhyam/114880/2024 Il Save Electricity //

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (PRG)
MPPGCL, JABALPUR

M.P. Madhyam/114864,/2024

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (PRG)

N SAVE ELECTRICITY // MPPGCL, JABALPUR
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No. COS/CRIPUB/e-Tender/19/0162
Date: 08.06.2024. The following
e-Tenders can be accessed under the
limk www.ireps.gov.in, Offers for such
e-Tender can be submitied only
electronically by accessing the link
www.ireps.govin—login—E-Tender
Stores/Supply. Vendors may also
contact the followmg officials 1o obtan
clanfication regarding particular tender
or IREPS related information if any,
Dyv.CMM/HQ/CLW/Chittaranjan,
0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/HQ,
0341-2535631. Office Address: Office
of the PCMM /{CLW/Chittaranjan. SI.
Mo.; Tender No.: Brief Description
of Ttem; Quantity; Earnest Money
Deposit (Rupees); Tender Closing
Date & Time (IST) are as follow: [1];
75244130; Stanless Steel Sheets,
Plates, Bars and Flats for WAG 9HC
as per Specn. no, CLW/MS3:039 AT
(One Set consisting of 17 ttems as per
set details attached). [Warranty

Period: 30 Months after the date of

delivery]s 739.00 Set; 7 1,67,430.00;
01.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [2}];
T5243726; Holder for TM Suspension
for WAG-9HC as per Drg. No.: 1209-
O1.118-002 Alt-3, [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery];
5652.00 Numbers: ¥ 20,00,000.00;
J1.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. |3];
91240884; Machined Stator Assembly
[Modified], Dreg. No.: ITWD.096.102
Alt-14, Specn. No, 4TMS.096.070 Rev-
2, Alt-1. STR No. CLW/TM!/ 1 8600,
Rev-2. [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]; 940.00 Set;
T 20,00,000.00; 12.07.2024 at 11:00
AM. [4]: B1240992; Brazing Flux
suitable for Silver Brazing Alloy Rod
& Silver Brazing Alloy Foil as per
Specification Mo, 15 2927-75,
4TMS.096.096 Rev-1, GR BA-CU- Ag
-16A, STR No. CLW/TM/961 Rev-1.
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after

* 0.00: 09.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [5]:

‘| 81240187; Palvester Film [Y-P] 2 MIL.

THEK., Size: 100 PLUS 2 PLUS 0 MM.
= 500 PLUS 3 PLUS 0 MM., Specifica-
tion No. 4TMS.096.104. STR No,
CLW/TM/IBT Rev-1 [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery|s 279200.00 Numbers; T (0L00;
09.08.2024 at 11:00 AM. [6]:
B1240186; (i) Adhesive Glass Cloth
Tape, Size: 0.14 = 19 MM, wide [In
Continuous Roll of 30M. ], Specification
MNo. 4TMS.096.026, Rev-1, STR Mo.
CLW/TM/ 12079 8TRAGCT [REV. 1]
{Shelf Life 24 Months) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery], (i} Adhesive Glass Cloth
Tape, Size: 0.14 = 530 MM, wide [In
Contimuous Roll of 30M. ], Specification
Mo, 4TMES, U6.026, Kev-l §TR No.
CLW/ TM/12079%STR AGCT [Rev. 1]
(Shelf Life 24 Months) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]s (i) 24210.00 Metre,
(i) 1015000 Metre; T 0.00; 02.08.2024
at 11:00 AM. |7]: 81240863;
Polyamide Paper [INOMEX] PAPI,
Size: 0.38 = 914 MM. [In Continuous
Roll of 10 M.]|, Specification No.
ATMS.096.09]1 Rev-1 Alt-1, STR No.
CLW/TM/176 [Rev. 1]. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]; 167.50 Metre: 7 0.00;
23.07.2024 ar 11:00 AM. |[B]:
81240868; Brazing Flux, Specification
No. DIN EN 1045-FH 10, 5TR No.
CLW/TM/961 Rev-1. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]; 435,00 Kg: 7 0.00;
16.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [92];
B1240148; Glass Tape [EGT] Size: 0,18
MM., Specification No.
4TMSE. 095016 Rev.l S5TR No.
CLW/TM/20150 & 20160 (Rev-1)
[Warranty Period: 30 Months aller
the date of delivery]; 100125.00 Metre:
F000: 30.07.2024 at T1:00 AM,

| PR4/468] PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan
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Like us on: www.facebook.com/clwratlways

@ OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE f.ﬁ_:

No. COS/CRIPUB/e-Tender/190162
Date: 0762024, The following e-Tenders
link

www.ireps.gov.in . Offers for such e-Tender

can be accessed under the

can be submitted only electronically by
accessig the link www.ireps.gov.in =+
lozin —+ E-Tender Stores/Supply. Vendors
may alse contact the following officials to
obfain clatification regarding particular fender
or IREPS related information if any,
v, CMM/HOYCLW Chottarangan, 0341-
25255094 or SMM/OOM/HO), 0341-2535631.
{MTice Address: Cffice of the PCMM (CLW

Chittarangan. 51 No.; Tender No.; Brief
Deseription of ltem: Quantity;
Earncest Money Deposit {Rupees): Tender
Closing Date & Time(IST) are as ollow:
[U]s TH243B23; (i} 55 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
WAG-9HC (SHELL PIPING) FOR E70
BRAKE SYSTEM as per Specm.
CLW/MS3M53 ALT.-Z1 [One set consisting
of 33 items as per sct details attached)
| Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery], (11) 85 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
WAG-SHC (SHELL PIPING) FOR CCH
BRAKE SYSTEM as per Specn.
CLWMS 3053 ALT.-21 [One st consisting
of 32 items as per set details attached]
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery [; (i) 85 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
CO-00 BOGIE PIPING FOR WaAG-9HO
AS PER SPECH, MOCLW/MS/3MI53 ALT-
21 [One set consisting of (49 items as per set
details attached] [Warranty Period; 30
Months alter the date of delivery]; (i) 42900
Ser, (i) 39200  Set, (6ii) 960.00  Seq;
T 2000000,00; 25072024 at 11:00 AM.
[2]s 75243732 Housing for WAG-9HC
CLW Drg. Mo - 1209.01-113-002 Alt-7

| Warranty Period: 20 Months after the daie
of delivery]; 3635.00 Nombers;
T 200000 00; TOT 2024 at 1100 AM.
[3]; 912410100; ASSOCIATED
COMPONENTS OF MACHINED STATOR
ASSEMBLY EACH SET CONSISTING
OF 11 ITEMS DRG. NOS. A PER
ANNEXURE-A, SPECN., NO,
4TME.096.068 REV.-2, ALT.1, RDSO STR

30 Months after the date of delivery]; 2151.00
Set: T 2000000.00; 05072024 at 11:00 AM.
[4]; 75243728: Wheel Set Guide for WAG-
GHC Loco as per Drg. Mo: - 1208 01, 115-
(M4 Alt-1, [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]: 10,721.00
Numbers; T [ TOTI50.00; 15/07/2024 at
11:00 AM. |5]; 81240263; THINNER FOR
STATOR WASHING, SPECIFICATION NO
4TMS, 096,030, Rev-1, STR NO
CLWTMM0263 [REV-1]. (SHLEF LIFE 12
MONTHS) [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]; 2343388 Kg;
T 6ATIO NN 10072024 at 11:00 AM.
[6]: B1240623; (i) TOP COATING PAINT,
SPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS.096.020 Rev-
1, 5TR MO, CLW/TM/ 12210 Rev-1 (SHELF
LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery]:
{11} HARDNER FOR TOP COATING
PAINTSPECIFICATION NO.4TMS.0896.020
Rev-1 STR NOL CLW/TM/ 2210 Rev-1
(SHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery],
(i1} THINNER FOR TOP COATING
PAINTAPECIFICATION MO, 4TMS.090.020
Rev-1 8TR NO, CLW/TM/12210 Rev-1
(SHELF LIFE [2 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months afler the dote of delivery]:
(i) 132.86 Keg, (i) 22.82 Kg, (i) 1039.50
Kg: T 0.00; 05/07/2024 ar 11:00 AM.
[7]; B1240624; PREIMER PAINT,
SPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS.096.019
Rev-1, STE NO, CLW/TM/12210 Rev-
HWSHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery
|: 2517.00 Kg: T BO190.00; 15/07/2024 ai
11:00 AN [B]; 81240867 (i) GLASS FIBRE
CORD=-1 DA T.5pecification No
ATMS.096,100, STR No, ELTM/ 20660, Rev-
2, [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the
date of deliveryl:; (n) GLASS FIBRE CORD-
1 DA 11, Specification No, 4TMS.096, 100,
STR Mo, EL/TM2066, Rev-2. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]:
(i) 41105.50 Metre, (i) 1134200 Meire;
T 22T ar 11000 AN,

PR3-46T PCMM/CLW/Chitaranjan

Like us on: www.lfacehook.comiclwrailways
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{ A Govt. of Uttarakhand Enterprise)

*Vidyut Bhawan®, Mear ISBT Crossing, Saharanpur Road, Majra, Dehradun-248002
Corporale 1D : U40101UR2004SGCUZBETS, Tel. No. 0135-2642711
E-TENDER NOTICE

Power Transmission Corporation of Uttarakhand Limited invites E-Tender
for "Augmentation of Transformer capacity from 2x80 MVA {132/33 kV) +
x50 MWVA (220033 kKV) + 1x25 MVA (220/33 kV) to 2x80 MVA (132733 kV)
+ 2x50 MVA (220033 kV) at 220 kW S/s SIDCUL, Haridwar" against Tender
specification no. PTCUL/E-Tender/C&P-I155-02/2024-25. The last date
of bid submission of e-bid is 18.07.2024 upto 15:30 Hrs. For more details
please visit e-tender website www.uktenders.gov.in (tender id no.
2024 PTCU1 72219 1) and for e-tender notice our website

17.07.2024 o5 [Tanfa & @ 2| FiEEm B9 16.07.2024 9941
5:00 Tl TF AT FHT=T (SA9S) TReTg3He, Uehd, [FEa wae,
ATOT, SENIGH @ @waiay | U @1 o | g FfdEr & aaeie w
&1 17.07.2024 WY 3:30 T WIHIETT &1 B Yoildhed $oH HH
HHET e W | e el o fGwga fGawn s—faer dese
www.uktenders.gov.infPTCUL td g-fifder g=mn fMesma dawge
www.pteul.org ¥ SIS Tt &7 T © |

Ffagr wwafraa a-a fawga faaem §-fafaer dawrge
www.uktenders.gov.in/PTCUL td s—ffda @@ e dawse
www.ptcul.org & Sra-iare fdd @ g@a 8| 3 ffder | vt
AFHM B Agd A1 "Emen % AU PH.No.-91-8889890000,
+0120—4200462, 0120—4001002, 0120—4001005, 0120—6277787 ¥ TIH

www.ptcul.org.

NO. 11 THQPWPTCUL, Di: 15.06.2024

Forany assistance on E-Tendering, please contact +91-8899890000

“save Electricity in the Interest of Nation™

Superintending Engineer (C&P-)

@ INTEGRAL COACH FACTORY ¢

INDIAN RAILWAYS
TENDER MNotice No. ICF/EL/Cons/2024-25 dt. 17.06.2024
For and on behalf of The President of India, The Dy, Chief Electrical Engineer
{ Maintenance! Shell, Integral Coach Factory, invitas E-Tender for the following

wentfie &Y |
A — 23 S -..-|:r.Hi-“|[:|:.u|.|-:r:i'i"{n;'.'.:'|i-_i:|_-'I"‘.;:-?:- o -1 ﬁfﬂﬂ'ﬂ'l Eﬂ'ﬁl’ﬂ_ﬂ'l {W}
R 15062024 R0 vd #+0

“wree f2a # fAerefl a=d-

CORPORATION LIMITED

No.1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, KHB Colony, Magadi Road
Bengaluru - 560079. Phone: +91-80-23283218, E-mail: md_ksmscli@gmail.com

No.HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCD/Re-TNDI04/2024-25  Date: 15-06-2024
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref: 1) Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCD/Re-TND/
04/2024-25, (IND-0117)Date:15/06/2024.
2) Tender Motification Mo: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCDI/TND/
OAEA/05/2024-25 (IND-0118)Date:15/06/2024.
Mationwide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system under KTPP Act
1988 and Rules 2000 for the following tenders:
1. Re-Tender for Supply of ENT Equipments under NPPCD programme.
2. Tender for Supply of Oto Acoustic Emission Analyzer under NPPCD
programme.
The tenderers who have registered under e-Procurement department may
participate through e-tendering system.
Details regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other information are
available in the Tender Document, which can be downloaded from the website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 15-06-2024. The eligible tenderers
shall submit their e-tenders under e-procurement platform for above mentioned
tenders. Furtherinformation if any may be obtained from this office,
Sd/- General Manager (Admin & Procurement)

KSMSCL, Bengaluru.

KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL SUPPLIES

DIPRACPARTZ024-25

WOrks
Approx, Tender
Value in EMD Closing
Tender No. Name of the Work Lakhs (Rs.) Bt sl
Rs. Time
EL-W-882
Enargy 17.07.2024
2024245211456 | Management B2.99 1,66,000/- at 15.30
System (Energy hrs.
Meter) in ICF

Web site for submission of offer | wwe.ireps.gov.in
Hindi version of the above tender notification is available in
https:Hiclindianrailways.gowv.in

. /722/A9./9.4,/2024
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0% public hospitals part of

900 new empanelled slots

AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE, REGARDLESS UF INCUME

Sumitra.DebRoy
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Asthestaterollsout
universal healtheare, besides
increasing the coverage amo-
unt for each family, the new
version expands the number
of medical procedures cove-
red from 996 to 1,356 and empa-
nelled hospitals from 1,000 to
1,900. Ramesh Chavan, CEQ of
the State Health Assurance So-
ciety (SHAS), which imple-
ments MJPJAY, said the sche-
me has growing demand. The
number of surgeries perfor-
med under the scheme increa-
sed by 70% in five years, rising
from6.03 lakh in 2019-20t0 10.25
lakh in 2023-24. "We are encou-
raging good hospitals to join
the scheme as the rates of pro-
cedures have been increased
by 15-20"%," Chavan said.

Since its inception, over 65
lakh surgeries have been car-
ried out under MJPJAY. Some
of the most demanded specia-
lities include all modalities of
cancer treatment, cardiac pro-
cedures and cardiothoracic
surgeries, kidney procedures,
paediatrics, and polytrauma.

To expand the scheme's re-
ach. SHAS is scrutinising ne-
arly 1,600 applications for the
additional 900 empanelment
slots that have opened. "Of the
900 new hospitals, 50% will be
public,” an official said. In
Mumbai, where 57 hospitals
are currently part of the sche-
me, more than a dozen have re-
quested to be empanelled, in-
cluding SevenHills Hospital.
But the city's five-star chari-
table hospitals have vyet to
show any inclination to join.

A senior public health acti-
vist said that while the expan-

35-year-old
man’s body
fished out
from creek

Nishikant.Karlikar
@timesgroup.com

Thane: The body of a35-vear-
old man was fished out from
the Kharigaon creek in Kal-
wa on Sunday morning. Poli-
ce suspect a case of suicide
but are investing further, The
deceased has been identified
as Bablu Vishwakarma, a re-
sident of Wagle estate.

Yasin Tadvi, Chief of the
Disaster Management Cell of
the Thane Municipal Corpo-
ration (TMC), informed that
the incident occurred on Sa-
turday night around Tpm.
Vishwakarma and a woman
were allegedly seen jumping
into the creek from the Saket
Bridge. Upon receiving an
alert, firemmen and members
of the Regional Disaster Ma-
nagement Cell (RDMC) im-
mediately rushed to the sce-
ne to initiate a search opera-
tion. “The search was hinde-
red by darkness and was
temporarily halted after an
hour: The team resumed the-
ir efforts early Sunday at
T:00am. Around four hours
later; Vishwakarma's body
was located and retrieved
from the creek,” the official
informed. Kalwa police have
registered a case of acciden-
tal death. Preliminary inves-
tigations suggest that Vish-
wakarma was heavily indebt
and severely depressed,
which mayv have driven him
to take this drastic step. Cont-
rary to initial reports, the
Kalwa police have confirmed
that only Vishwakarma had
jumped into the creek and
there was no second person
involved.

Universal access: All citizens
of Maharashtra can get free
treatment at empanelled
hospitals

Why you should care about MJPJAY"

*Mahatma Jyotirao Phule Jan Arogya Yojana

Coverage: Each family is
covered for up to 75 lakh

No income restrictions:
Available to everyone,
regardless of income
level

Easy access: Just present
your ration card or
domicile certificate to
avail of the benefits.

No prior enrolment required

A

Forex from

export of
onion dips
41% In state

Nashik: Foreign currenci-
es coming to the state thro-
ugh onion export dipped by
41% in the last financial ve-
ar following the Centre's
banonit.

The state’'s loss amo-
unts to Rs1,170 crore in In-
dian currency. The export
value of onion in the 2022-
23 fiscal was Hs2,848 crore.
It dipped by 41% to Rs1,678
crore in the last financial
year,

According to statistics
provided by the Agricultu-
ral and Processed Food
Products Exports Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA),
a statutory body under the
ministry of commerce and
industries, the state wit-
nessed a sharp decline of
48% inonion exports in the
2023-24 financial vear (FY)
compared to that in 2022-23
F'Y. The gquantity of export
declined from 14.45 lakh
metric tonnes in FY 2022-23
to 7.5 lakh metric tonnes in
FY 2023-24. Consequently,
its export value decreased

5D - Azerbaijan
@ #102 700.00

12 D - Azerbaijan, Georgia 6 Armenia |
@+ c29900.00

Inclusions: Hotels, Meals

T/& C apply. Final pricing & availability of offers/services may vary ba

Call your
nearest store

Georgia | Armenia | Azerbaljan | Uzbekistan | Kazakhstan (Easy Visa Destinations)

Emrted Group Hullda'.'s 'III’II:II Fllghls

9 D - Azerbaijan & Georgia
@ ¥153 000,00

‘ 5D - Georgia |
@¥126950.00

Visit thomascool.in or contact our sales team

Fort: 8879837843.
Chembur: 8879837607
Andheri: 8879567588
Borivali: 9167667326

1L Beneficiaries 10.25L The Scheme’s New Avatar
0L of MJPJ ﬂ‘f @ Previous benefits 88 New scheme
9L Coverage Eligibility
o per Fﬂﬂtll}f B Families with specific ration
T Patients — cards (yellow, Antyodaya Anna
6.03L '
& Procedures ZL.5 lakh | voiana (AAY), Annapurna, orange:
~ L annual income of up to 71 lakh)
h 5.08L ' ®m No income restrictions; all
4L 3321 A7 35 Iﬂkh citizens eligible
3 3.93L
2019-20 2021-22 2023-24 | Empanelled D 1.000 m
2020-21 2022-23 Hospitals !

Premium paid by state for each family: 21,300 | Insurance provider: United India Assurance Co

sion of the scheme is encoura-
ging news, there are areas
where the government needs
to strengthen surveillance,
"The state needs to guarantee
the elimination of extra cash
demands for beneficiaries,
which are still rampant at se-
veral hospitals. There also ne-
edsto be higherdistributionin
less privileged districts,” the

activist said. Karnataka, Tri-
pura, Meghalaya are among
the first few states to have rol-
led out universal coverage in
the last few vears.

Chavan mentioned their
plan to engage a third-party
agency to closely monitor ser-
vice utilisation, identify speci-
alties experiencing higher de-
mand, and detect any misuse

of the scheme by centres, leve-
raging Al and data analvtics.
In Maharashtra, alongside the
MJPJAY, Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Maniri Jan Arogva
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) is also
operational in an integrated
manmer, providing coverage to
83 lakh families identified
through the Socio-Economic
Caste Census 20101 (SECC 2011).

OPEN YOUR EYES OUTSIDE A SPECTACLES SHOP
REMAIN STATIONARY OUTSIDE L STATIONERY SHOP...

KANDIVLI

MONEY UNDER A BRIDGE:

The BMC constructed a FOB
spending almost Rs 50 crore
for safe pedestrian crossing of
the Eastern Express Highway
at Sion. After the bridge
opened, the police restarted a
pedestrian crossing,
inconveniencing traffic and
endanagering pedestrians lives
—Abhijit Shrivastava

THESE PICTURES
WERE TAKEN OVER THE
LAST FEW DAYS

(( -~BESIDES SUNDRY
OTHER LOCATIONS:
Open gutters remain
unattended to by the BMC in
Bandra (west) despite
complaints to the BMC
—Richard Almeida

M cITIZEN
REPORTER

Dear Readers, Citizen
Reporter returns and is now
web-based for seamless
access across devices. Your
voice counts as watchdog
or good Samaritan, be it in
breaking news, back-break-
ing potholes or unnoticed
sporting feats. Scan this QR

< ¢

NULLAH BIZARRE:
What is the use of
cleaning a drainage
line before the
monsoon and
dumping the waste
a little ahead? This
is in Thakur Village,
Kandivli (east)
—Pankaj Kulkarni

code or visit https://toiciti- —

zen.com to share stories in
image, video or text format.

by 41% —from Rs 2,848 cro-
re in the 2022 fiscal to
Rs1,678 crore in the 2023-24.

The Centre implemen-
ted various measures to
restrict onion export inthe
last financial year to stabi-
lise price in the domestic
market.

According to onion ex-
porters, the Centre impo-
sed a 40% duty on onion ex-
portin August lastyearand
levied a minimum export
price (MEP) of USS800 per
tonne in October last vear
—Tushar Pawar

Man booked for
assaulting
live-in partner

Thane: A case has been reg- :
istered against a 27-vear-old :
man for allegedly beatingup :
his live-in partner and sub- :
jecting her to unnatural sex :
in Ambernath, policesaidon :

Sunday;

Based on a complaint
lodged by the 25-year-old :

womarn. the Ambernath po-

lice on Friday registered a :
sections 377 (un- :
natural sex), 324 (voluntarily :
causing hurt by dangerous :
means), 506 :

case under

weapons or
(eriminal intimidation) and
other relevant provisions of

theIPC, an official said. No :
arrest has been made in the :
case sofar, and further probe :

1sunderway, he said. e

Two break into hsg \\
soc’s temple, clean
out donation box

Thane: Twounidentified thieves stole the do-
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- Video threat to Salman: Raj

man in cop custody t1]] Tues

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A 25-vear-old Ra-
jasthan man, who was arres-
ted on charges of criminal
intimidation for allegedly
uploading a video threate-
ning to eliminate Salman
Khan, was brought to Mum-
bai on Sunday and produced
before a local court which re-
manded him in police custo-
dy till June18.

Thesouth cyber policere-
oistered an FIR on June 12 af-
ter Banwarilal Laturlal Gur-
jarallegedly uploaded the vi-
deoon his YouTube channel.

Police said the video was
shot on a highway. They tra-
ced the TP address to Rajast-
han. “Considering the serio-
usness of the case, a team of
the anti-extortion cell of cri-
me branch, led by inspector
Arun Thorat, was sent to Ra-
jasthan and Gurjar was ar-
rested from Bundi village,”
said DCP Datta Nalawade.,

Police said Gurjar had
used a fictitious name, ‘Are
choddo vaar’, and email add-
ress, but they managed to
track him down from his mo-
bile number. “We are check-
ing if hehasacriminal back-
ground. Gurjar has been
charged under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Co-
de, including Section 506(2)
(punishment for criminal in-

L5, e

Sanjay Madkar

Police with the accused, Eanwarrlal Gurjar (second from right)

timidation), as well as the In-
formation Technology Act,”
said a police officer.

In 2022, Khan's security
was elevated to Y-plus cate-
gory — six personal security
officers in three shifts 24x7
and five armed guards at his
residence —following multi-
ple threats from the Bishnoi
gang due to the actor's alle-
ged involvement in the 1997
blackbuck killing case du-
ring the shooting of the film
‘Hum Saath Saath Hain' in
Rajasthan. Blackbucks are
considered sacred by the
Bishnoi community.

In the wee hours of April
14, two bike-borne men, alle-
gedly belonging to the Bish-
noi gang, fired multiple ro-
unds outside Khan’s Bandra
residence. A total of seven
persons were arrested in
connection with the firing
case. One of accused, Anuj
Thapan, allegedly hanged
himself in police lock-up
on May L

Last month, Navi Mum-
bai police arrested five men
who were allegedly planning
an ambush near Khan's Pan-
vel farmhouse using sophis-
ticated weapons.
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Murmurs in BJP as Vikhe Patil to probe
Nanded defeat while his son also lost

he state BJP brass is fac-
‘ ing flak for ordering a
_ probe by revenue minis-
ter Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil
intothe reasons for the humili-
ating defeat of the partyv’s sit-
ting MP Pratap Patil Chikhali-
kar in Nanded in the LS polls.
Chikhalikar lost to a little-
known Congress candidate,
Vasant Balwant Chavan, who
had been away from active pol-
itics for morethan adecade, by
amargin of 59,442 votes.
Congress’s original plan
had been to field party veteran
Ashok Chavan from the seat,
but he quit and joined BJP in
Feb. The very next day, he was
nominated to RS from BJPE
Congressthen launched an ex-
tensive search for a replace-
ment, ultimately landing on
Vasant, even though he was
not keen on contesting,
Chikhalikar had strongly

opposed Ashok Chavan's in-
duction in the party, saying he
had been banned from many
villages in Nanded owing to
the former Congress functio-
nary's failure to resolve the

Maratha quota row.

Senior BJP leaders feel it
was wrong to appoint Vikhe
Patil, who failed to secure his

PUBLIC EYE

PRAFULLA MARPAKWAR

own son Sujav’s win from Ah-
mednagar, where the party
had been certain of an easy
victory, Sujay lost to NCP
(SP)'s Nilesh Lanke by 28,929
votes, Sharad Pawar had ini-
tially been unabletofind acan-
didate who could take on the
politically influential Vikhe
Patil family, and zeroed in on
Lanke, a legislator from Par-

ner, who was then in the Ajit
Pawar camp. After several
rounds of talks, Lanke agreed
to join NCP (SP) and contest
from Ahmednagar Pawar
made the battle a prestige is-
sue and addressed a few meet-
ings himself, besides mobilis-
ing the support of Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackerawy.

David vs Goliath in Dindori

The victory of Bhaskar Bha-
gare, a schoolteacher from a
village in Nashik distriet,
from Dindori in the LS elec-
tions has stunned and sur-
prised leading politicians.
Bhagare (53) defeated BJP's
sitting MP and junior Union

health minister Bharati Pa-

war by 1.3 lakh votes. When
NCP (5P) began the search for
a candidate for Dindori, Sha-
rad Pawar was looking for
someone whocould takeon the

powerful and politically con-
nected Bharati—not only did
she have BJP's full support,
but her father-in-law was also
an eight-term legislator and
former state cabinet member:
After a brief search, Sha-
ad Pawar felt that Bhagare,
despite having limited re-
sources and support, would
be the better choice. NCP (SP)
does not have even a single
legislator in Dindori and
Nashik, because of which the
party brass had even given up
hopes of securing a win from
Dindori in the LS polls. A for-
mer member of Nashik zilla
parishad, Bhagare made
massive efforts and Sharad
Pawar, too, campalgned for
him. Villagers rallied behind
Bhagare, even mobilising
election funds for the ordi-
nary teacher, who went on to
defeat a powerful politician.

nation box of a temple inside a housing socie-
ty in Kalwa after hoodwinking the digital sur-
veillance system by masking their faces and
swirling the CCTV cameras before executing
the heist, officials informed. According to the
Kalwa police that has registered a complaint,
the two thieves had apparently come pre-
pared to dodge the surveillance network in-
stalled within the premises. The duo had
worn masks to completely cover their faces
before they rotated the camera focus to avoid
getting captured in the action.

The heist was executed around 4am on
Saturday and was noticed when one of the
members spotted the temple door ajarand the
donation box missing, a local resident said.
“We checked the CCTV footage and saw the
men who may have entered the building after
scaling the boundary walls. They probably
had done a recce of our society as they were
aware of the camera locations also. They
broke open the temple door and escaped with
the box., Later they broke it open and stole the
cash before discarding it,” informed a resi-
dent.

Activist Siddhesh Desai, a local resident
complained that they are pursuing the Thane
police to set up a police chowly in Kalwa east
which has srown rapidly In another incident
innearby Vitawa, a thief managed to gainen-
try into the locked row house of a resident
and managed to decamp with a gold chain on
Saturday Tan

Dahanu-Nashik rail
link priority, says MP

Palghar: Newly elected BJP MP Hemant
Sawra on Sunday said the revival of the
Dahanu-Nashik rail link project in Maha-
rashtra will be his top priority. Talking to
PTI, Sawrasaid he is committed toreview-
ing ongoing and pending projects in his
constituency; Palghar. The MP said he will
push for the immediate consideration of
the Dahanu-Nashik rail link project in the
upcoming session of the Parliament.

The proposed railway link would cover
around 167 km between Dahanu Road and
Nashik Road stations and increase con-
nectivity to the interior areas of Thane
district. He further said that he would sys-
tematically address the issues of health
care, malnutrition, migration, and unem-
ployment in the district, which has a con-
siderable tribal population. s

Certificate Courses in Insurance

College of Insurance (COI), the training arm of Insurance Institute of India
commencing its next batch of short term courses in the following disciplines
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3. Certificate Course in Life Insurance Marketing (Self Study)
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The last date for the registration is 15" July 2024.
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BJP IGNORED INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WHILE IT WAS IN
OFFICE IN STATE: JHARKHAND CM CHAMPAI SOREN

Ist trial train from Sangaldan to Reasi in
J&K runs via world’s highest rail bridge

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: Indian Railways
operated the first trial train
from Sangaldan to Reasi, inclu-
ding on the world’s highest rail
bridge built on Chenab river in
Jammu and Kashmir, on Sun-
day. With this rail link, travel
between the Valley and the rest
of the country is set to become a
reality in the next fourfive

months, officials said.

Reasi was recently in the
news hecause of a terror attack
that claimed nine lives. The rail-
wayvsalsoachieved thisfeatdays
before PM Narendra Modi visits
Srinagar to celebrate Interna-
tional Yoga Day.

In a social media post, rail-
ways minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said, “All construction
work for the USBRL are nearly

finished, with only tunnel No. 1
remaining partially incomple-
te.” Railway officials said the
Commissioner of Railways 5a-
fety (CRS) is scheduled to con-
duct a two-day inspection. The
project is significant because of
the Chenab rail bridge, which
has been constructed 359 metres
(around 109 feet) above the Che-
nab river and it is 35 metres tal-
ler than the Eiffel Tower.
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DEATH

SAD DEMISE |

ANNIVERSARY

1st Death Anniversary

In Loving Remembrance

Dr. Suresh B.
Hﬂ]g“tkﬂr {23.09_1959.;.[5.06-2014}
10,12.1933 - 17.06.2023 Funeral on Monday
17th June 2024
Always there for us at 3:3015'[“ at Our Lﬂd}*
of Mercy Church,
Miss You Pokharan, Thane
. e - {11 our Hearts Forever —
Kaumudi Family & Friends !

|aideep, Anu, Arnav
Rajdeep, Kelly, Ravi

It's with heavy hearts we
announce the passing of

VALENTINE
ANTHONY

e

KHORSHED PHIROZE
MOOS

Heloved wife of Phiroze
Hustamfl Moos Mother of
Firoza and Neville Mother-in-
rw of Larraine Grandmalier

TO
BOOK

of Farrah & CarlGreat AN
grondmother of Koreena
Daughter of late Rati | HHHH “HEEHEHT

Bapasola & late Rustam
famshedji Mehto Step
daughber af lafe ol Bapasoela
Sister of late Silloo Russi Patel
Lirte Sorah Mehta, late
Jasmiine Bomi Mistey and
Neshir Bopasolo.

9" Death Anniversary

in loving memory of

Shri S.R.V. EASWAR
beloved husband, father

and grandfather who was
' an Embodiment of
Mrs Geeta Surinder mm;:r m.
He i ruiisti
Mohan Sharma R
(23.08.1954 - 17.06.2015) touched many fives.
Gone but not forgotten In Grief :

i Mo condolence visits pleomse. ?

-
Passed away peacefully at
home on
Sunday 16th fune,

4=E..
Uthamna on
Tuesday 18th at 3.40 pm.
Hodiwala Bungli,
Doongerwadi.
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S CALL: AN ANNOUNCEMENT defended the tax revision amid additional VAT in comparison with lssued on:  June 28,2024 (28/06/2024)
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Jagdish & Preeti Sharma TO BODK 9867505472 JAI SARSAR startingon June17till the hikeis petrolin Karnataka was now credit of from the International Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of
Jayani & Pravir Sharma AN ANNOUNCEMENT SRS R 9867505472 rolled back. In a statement, Sid- Rs8.2/litre more expensive than Bihar Kosi Basin Development Project (BKBDP) and intends to apply part of the
IN THIS SECTION CALL: T, SRR el s s hitps://ads timesgroup.com daramaiah said fuel prices in BJP-rungovisinUPand Gujarat. tnn proceeds toward payments under the contract for Supply, Installation, Testing,
Staff of: ; JAI SARSAR a4 Karnataka—despite raising tax Commissioning, Training, Operation & Maintenance of Equipment’s, Instrumentation &
Sunpack Corporation I_!.EET?HEIHE on petrol to 29.84% and diesel to Karnataka taking volume sales Tools for Hydraulic modelling lab, Sediment lab, Electronic and Instrumentation
Bhandup & Asangaon ot et s ot 18.44% —continue to remain the from the neighbouring states workshop at Physical Modelling Centre (PMC), Centre of Excellence (COE) Birpur,

3 workers die
in gelatin blast
while digging
well in Nagar

Nashik: Three workers died
and another suffered serious
injuries in a gelatin explosion
that took place when they we-
re digging a well on Saturday
in Ahmednagar district, re-
ports Santosh Sonawane,

Police have registered aca-
se under Section 304 (culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder) of the IPC against
the person given the contract
of digging the well.

The deceased workers ha-
ve been identified as Nagnath
Gawde(29), Suraj Yusuf Inam-
dar (27) and Ganesh Walunj
(29). Inspector Dynaneshwar
Bhosale said a farmer wanted
to dig a well on his farm and
gave the contract to a person.
“The contractor will be arres-
ted soon,” Bhosale said.

A source said the work of
digging the well was under
way for the past few days. Af-
ter the workers dug up to 15 fe-
ef, it was decided touse a gela-
tin blast todig further.

The police said four wor-
kers had planted three gelatin
sticks inside stones in the
half-dug well. Around 5.30 pm,
the sticks suddenly exploded.
The four workers inside the
well were thrown out under
impact of the blast. Three of
them died on the spot.

Maha, AP, T’gana plaints
about cross-border fuel
runs behind hike; K’taka

‘Petrol 38.2/1 dearer in
K'taka than in UP, Guj’

eacting to the hike in Karmataka

fuel prices, oil minister Hardeep
Puritook aswipe at Congress's
Rahul Gandhi and said, “After this
decision, people of Karnataka will
be forced to pay higher amounts for
food items, clothing, medicines and
all items of basic necessities as fuel
prices directly impact prices of all
goods. Suchadecision just after
elections have been concluded
exposes the hypocrisy of Congress
which talks about mehengai but

Sandeep.Moudgal@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A day after the Kar-
nataka govt effected a Rs 3 incre-
ase in motor fuel prices with im-
mediate effect, the administra-
tion on Sunday claimed that a lot
of “inter-state losses™ had influ-
encedthemove. “Karnataka govt
had been repeatedly asked by
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
apart from the governing parties
in Maharashtra, to increase the
prices of petrol and diesel in the
state,” Basavaraj Rayareddy, eco-
nomic advisor to Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah, told TOI.

lowest in the entire south and
“more affordable” compared
with BJP-governed Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh.

“We remain steadfast in our
commitment to maintaining rea-
sonable fuel prices for our citi-
zens,” he said.

According to Rayareddy
“across as much as 700km, peo-
ple from the other side of the bor-
der have been entering Karnata-
ka tofill their tanks due to petrol
and diesel being available chea-
per than in their own states. This
had created an impression that

Parties to take callon
~ Speaker’s post Birla

| Am Nobody
.~ To Comment,
Says Birla

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Amid specu-
lation that BJP leaders-
hip may prefer his conti-
nuationas Lok Sabha Spe-
aker, Om Birla on Sunday
said decision would be

Om Birla was re-elected from
Kota-Bundi LS constituency,
becoming first Speaker in 20
years to win 2nd straight term

across the spectrum,
especially because of his
declared stance of prefer-
ring newcomers, the
‘back-benchers’” who al-
ways chafed at chair's
“out of turn” indulgence
of veterans. He also enco-
uraged the ‘back-ben-
chers’ to participate in
proceedings, motivating
them to overcome the
fright of the big stage, alt-
hough the effort did not
succeed with Sunny Deol,
the actor who was elected

made by political parties.
*Changes should keep

rity ministriesof defence,

from Gurdaspur on a BJP
ticket in 2019,

happening, but [ am nobo-
dy to comment on this.
The speaker’s post will be
decided by political parti-
esinthe House," he said.

Speculation about Bir-
la gettingasecond termas
Speaker has gathered for-
ce amid indications that
constitutional position
will stay with BJE the
single largest party in
Lok Sabha by a huge mar-
gin and that its allies TDP
and JD(U), are comfortab-
le with the idea.

BJP’s preference for
continuity in key appoint-
ments, especially for Ca-
binet Committee on secu-

home, finance and exter-
nal affairs. has also rein-
forced the estimate in cer-
tain quarters about the
outgoing speaker being
continued.

An agriculturist and
grassroots worker, Birla
was re-elected from Kota-
Bundi LS constituency,
becoming the first Spea-
ker in 20 vears to win his
second straight election.
Prior to this, he was a
member of Rajasthan as-
sembly, representing Ko-
ta South constituency
from 2003 to 2014.

Birla's first term saw
himdevelopingequations

The first session of
18th Lok Sabha will be
held from June 24 to July 3
and Speaker's election
has been scheduled on Ju-
ne 26 by when the newly-
oclectod members would
have been sworn in. On
Sunday;, Birla justified the
move torelocate the statu-
esof freedomfightersand
national icons spread
across the Parliament
premises to new enclosu-
re Prerna Sthal. He said
the relocation was partof
the landscaping and beau-
tification exercise for
which all stakeholders
were consulted.

13 celebrating
- Ganga Dussehra

drown in Bihar,
UP & U'khand

hirteen drownings were

| reported across Bihar,

Uttar Pradesh and Utta-

rakhand during Ganga Dus-

sehra festival— on which it is

considered auspicioustotakea
dip in the river—on Sunday;

In Patma’s Barh, eight peo-
ple from a family fell into the
Ganga as their overcrowded
boat capsized near Umanath
Ganga ghat, drowning 4 of
them. In Bhojpur, four friends
from Bara Kharauni village
drowned while recording their
holy dip in the Ganga at Shiv-
pur ghat.

In Uttar Pradesh’s Shahja-
hanpur, two teenagers — Vipin
Yadav, 16, and Vivek Yadav, 17 —
drowned in the Ramganga ri-
ver. In Sambhal district, four
friends fell into the water. Of
them, two were rescued and
two went missing.

Anil Kumar, SHO of Juna-
wal police station, said that the
deceased were identified as
Bablu Kumar, 21, and Lokesh
Kumar, 22, “We are searching
for their bodies,” he added.

In Meerut, two teenage cou-
sins from Panipat in Haryana
drowned in the Eastern Yamu-
na Canal. Whereas in Uttarak-
hand’s Rishikesh, an 18-vear-
old boy from UP’s Saharanpur
drowned in the Ganga.

For

Employer:

Project:

Country:

Govt. %’i of Bihar

Office of the Chief Engineer, Flood Control & Drainage
Water Resources Department (WRD), Birpur

1" Floor Kausiki Bhawan, Birpur
Supaul, Bihar, India (854340)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
Invitation for BIDS (IFB)

Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning, Training and Operation & Maintenance
of Equipment's, instrumentation & tools for Hydraulic modelling lab, Sediment lab,
Electronic and Instrumentation workshop at Physical Modelling Centre (PMC),
Centre of Excellence (CoE) Birpur, Supaul, Bihar.

CHIEF ENGINEER Flood Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department
(WRD), Birpur, Supaul
Bihar Kosi Basin Development Project (BKBDP)

Contract title: Supply, installation, testing, commissioning, training and operation &

maintenance of equipment's, instrumentation & tools for Hydraulic

modelling lab, Sediment lab, Electronic and Instrumentation workshop at

Physical Modelling Centre (PMC), Centre of Excellence (CoE) Birpur, Supaul,

Bihar

INDIA

Loan No. /Credit No. / Grant No.: IDAINSG696

was hurting their economies,
They had been demanding repea-
tedly to hike prices.” Rayareddy,
who is an MLA from Yelburga,
claimed that the price hike wasa
rationaldecision which had to be
considered for the purpose of en-
suring “inter-state harmony".

Meanwhile, “internally”,
govt officials said the proposal
for hikingfuel prices had already
been approved by Siddaramaiah
during budget 2024-25 but was
held back due topolitical reasons
with Lok Sabha and subsequent
MLC elections.

Supaul, Bihar.

2. The Chief Engineer, Flood Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department (WRD),
Birpur, Supaul GoB is sub-implementing agency on behalf of Bihar Aapda Punarwas
Evam Punarnirman Society (BAPEPS), GoB now Invites sealed Bids from the eligible
Applicants for Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning, Training, Operation &
Maintenance of Equipment's, Instrumentation & Tools for Hydraulic modelling lab,
Sediment lab, Electronic and Instrumentation workshop at Physical Modelling Centre
(PMC), Centre of Excellence (COE) Birpur, Supaul, Bihar.

3. Bidding will be conducted through National competitive Bidding procurement using
Invitation for Bids (IFB) as specified in the World Bank's "Guidelines: Procurement of
Goods, Works and Non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants
by World Bank Borrowers”, January 2011 revised July 2014({"Procurement Guidelines"),
andisopen toall eligible Bidders as defined in the Procurement Guidelines.

4. Interested Eligible Bidders may obtain further information from

Chief Engineer,

i i

Flood Control & Drainage,
Water Resources Department,
Birpur, Supaul -854340 (India)

Pakistan spies pose as Indian

Shri Purshottam ] Hiranandani
(1936-2024)

Left for his heavenly abode on
16th June 2024

We will pay tributes and
celebrate his life on

Tuesday, 18th June 2024
5:30pm - 6:30pm at Sophia Bhabha

Hall, Sophia College Lane
Off Bhulabai Desai Road

Fondly Remembered by

Pushpa, Bindu, Narendra,Nita,
Krish, Samiksha, Pranet

women to honey-trap defence
officials, reveals court papers

Shishir.Arya@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: A bechive of Pakistani
spies posing as young Indian wo-
men with alluring names honey-
irap officials in Indian defence es-
tablishments, reveal court papers
on Nishant Agrawal, a former sci-
entist of Brahmos Aerospace Pri-
vate Limited's (BAPL) Nagpur
unit, who was recently convicted
of leaking military secrets.

Many could fall for the Indian-
sounding Sejal Kapoor, Archi
Alok or Aditi Aaron. Agrawal did
s0, too, 51X vears ago. Uttar Pra-
desh’'s Anti-Terrorist Squad (UP-
ATS) arrested Agrawal in Oct
2018. The UP native was sentenced
to life by a court in Nagpur earlier
this month. Pankaj Awasthi, UP-
ATS investigation officer, said in
his deposition during Agrawal’s
trial that one ‘Sejal’ had set up a
Facebook account from Pakistan.
Using this, shechatted with Pakis-
tanioperativesand Indian targets.

The chats showed she was part
of a group that shared data and
tips on deceiving Indian defence
staffers. Awasthi added that one
of the chats showed the group was
trying tolaunch a cvber attack.

According to Awasthi, Sejal in-
troduced herself to Agrawal as a
recruiter from a UK-based compa-

ny, and as a student from Man-
chester toa former LAV staffer:

For Agrawal, Sejal was a re-
cruiter in UK's Hays Aviation. Ag-
rawal’s profile had mentioned
that he was a senior svstems engi-
neer at Brahmos Aerospace. He
was also Facebook friends with
two other individuals, Neha Shar-
ma and Pooja Ranjan, whose acco-
unts too were active from Pakis-
tan, testified Awasthi.

‘APPS STOLE DATA FROM
EX-SCIENTIST'S LAPTOP’

Agrawal had chatted with Se-
jal on Linked-in too, where she
showed interest in hiring him.
Awasthi told the court that on Se-
jal's directions, Agrawal had
clicked on links sent by her and in-
stalled three apps—Qwhisper,
Chat to Hire and X-trust—on his
personal laptop in 2017,

The apps were malware that
stole data from Agrawal’s laptop,
which contained classified infor-
mation. Sejal and other spies fried
to contact other defence officials
too, both serving and retired,
Awasthi told the court.

In the case of the Lucknow-ba-
sed former LAF officer; the sleuths
had come across romantic chats
between him and Sejal.

Phone No 91-7463889422, Fax -06471-222019

Email: cebirpur@gmail.com and inspect the bidding document during office hours 10:00

AM to 5 PM.

5. The bidding document in English Language are available online on
https://eprocure.gov.in/ for a non-refundable fee of INR 10,000, in the form of Demand
Draft on any Scheduled/Nationalized bank payable at Supaul in favour of Executive
Engineer, Head Works Division, Birpur, Supaul -854340 (India). Bidders will be required
to register in the website, which is free of cost. The bidder would be responsible for
ensuring that any addenda available on the website is also downloaded and

incorporated.

a)

Price of bidding document:
(Non-refundable)

®10,000 (Rupees Ten thousand Only)

b) | Date of commencement of downloading of

bidding document

28/06/2024 at 15:00 Hours onwards

c)

Last date for downloading of bidding
document from e- procurement Platform:

https://eprocure.gov.in/

30/07/2024 at 16:00 Hours

d) Last date and time for bid Submission/
uploading of Bid in e Procurement Platform:

30/07/2024 at 16:00 Hours

e) | Time and date of opening of bids— Technical

part:

30/07/2024 at 16:30 Hours

f) | Time and date of opening of bids— Financial

part:

through e-procurement portalon a date to

The financial bid of the bidders who are
technically qualified will be opened

be notified later

6. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 11/07/2024 at 16:00 hrs. in Office of Chief
Engineer Flood Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department, Birpur, Supaul
—-854340 (India) to clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter that may
be raised at that stage as stated in clause 7 of ITB.

7. Theaddress (es) referred to abovelis.

For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

PR- 002031 (W R D ) 2024-25

Water Resources Department, Birpur,

Chief Engineer
Flood Control & Drainage,

Supaul -854340
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4 women sharing Noida flat = Bihar cop hit

among dead in Ukhand crash

vetwo others severely injured.

Mohini Pandey (27), Smriti
Sharma (28), Nikita Bhatt (26)
and Anjali Srivastava (27) lost
their lives while Vandana Shar-
ma (30) and Shubham Singh (27)
sustained injuries.

The six friends had boarded
the vehicle at Noida on Friday
night, asperinformationavailab-
le with police. The tempo travel-
ler travelled through the night
and the driver is believed to have
dozed off, plunging the vehicle
downagorge, Information officer
at Rudraprayag, Rati Ram Singh,
sald parents of Shubham and
Vandana took them from the ho-
gpital on Sunday.

Pankul.Sharma@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Among the 23 tou-
rists on board the ill-fated tempo
traveller which fell intoa gorge in
Raitoli area of Uttarakhand’s
Rudrapravag district on Satur-
day, leaving at least 15 dead and 11
injured, were six women, who
shared a flat in Noida.

The six friends, all in their 20s
or early 30s, were working in dif-
ferent firms in Noida and staying
togetherinashared apartmentin
Sector 51. Little did they know
thatashort break from work tovi-
sit Chopta and Tungnath temple
in the Garhwal hills would lead to

the death of four of them and lea- bad district. —SB Sinha

by sand maﬁa's
tractor, injured

Nawada: An assistant sub-in-
spector (AS]) suffered injuries
after being hit by a tractor fer-
ryving illegally mined sand in
Bihar’s Nawada on Sunday. Ku-
mar tried to stop the vehicle in
Laund village but the driver
knocked him down and fled.
The vehicle was plying despite
a prohibition on sand mining
in the area from June 15 to Oct
15. According to SHO Ranjit
Ram, Kumar had gone there af-
ter a tip-off about sand-laden
vehicles, This is second attack
on a cop a week after a constab-
le was crushed by a tractor of
sand mafia in state’'s Auranga-

Tinmes News NETWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu CM M K
Stalin has reiterated his party
DMK's demand to stop NEET,
highlighting complaintsaboutal-
leged irregularities in the
medical entrance test this
vear. In a post on X on Sun-
day, Stalin cited Gujarat Po-
lice FIRs pertaining to invi-
gilators allegedly tampe-
ring with exam OMR sheets
in exchange for money amid cla-
ims about cheques, some of seve-
ral crores and others blank.
“This conspiracy, implicating
a school principal, a physics tea-
cher, and several NEET coaching

~ Stalin reiterates NEET ban = At 47,
demand amid ‘irregularities’

centres, underscores the urgent

need for systemic change,” Stalin

posted. Banning NEET has been
one of the key demands of DMK
and a poll promise. A few days
ago, Stalin had shared on social
media the report of a panel.
Justice A K Rajan commit-
tee, constituted by his govt
to expose NEET's purpor-
ted flaws. According to Sta-
lin the ongoing controver-
sies around NEET high-
light its “fundamentally inequi-
table nature”.
education has been denied for
thousandsof vears, we mustoffer
more opportunities for advance-
ment of the oppressed,” he wrote.
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Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
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SITUATION
PROPERTIES S r A

BADLAPUR
OTHER VACANCIES

BUSINESS OFFERS

CHANGE OF NAME

SUYAMB Management Offers
Fixed HReturms to vour
investment every month,
hMinimum Investment start
from R=2.500007 - with £% [Mxed
returns. Documentation, Call

I, Gangubai spouse of 1564418
Ex Sep Sudam Shinde resident
of Vill- Morgiri, PO- Devpur
Teh- Poladpur, Dist- Raigad
state- Maharashira PIN- 42305

DISTRESS Sale! 1 BHE Flat
of 675 eqft+2 covered car Park

B0709 90708 for further details, @37 Lacs nego at Paradise have changed my name from
soc.Badlapur Shirgaon. RETIRED PERSONS| Gangubai to Gangubai Sudam
Thanekar builder 9682008827 Shinde and date of birth 10 Feb
1952 ta 01 Jan 1961 wide
EUEINEEE affidavit No
PROPOSALS PROPERTY 2452041861 268600084569 dated 12
ANCILLARIES 2nd Income for T
H wives. No selling
CARBON BLACK No
FROM EUROPE INDUSTRIAL Fosee——y—s tender &
We can offer quality PREMISES o notices
stocks at low prices on o B
a monthly basis
a5 beig:rw: FDR SALE TENDEHE
FACTORY LAND
CARBON BLACK N-220 +BUILDING TECHNICAL
T AT ASANGAON, TENDER NOTICE
Please contact SnaHEL b ON
BOMBAY NASHIK HIGHWAY
; POWER 80 KW ENGINEERS State Bank of Sikkim is
Euro Exim Ltd 7 i ,
Manchester (UK) LAND - 8243 §Q. FT. + RCC Hrn TR SLgl € Rindets B
Ernail:exports@ BUILDING - BASEMENT + Integrator  for ;fjm:l-ﬂ
euroeximitd.co.uk G;%l:ﬁltéﬂgs-é !;LTH X Avrora (India) Marine implementation |
ol = 5?51!'“15 Pvt Ltd. maintenance  of computs,
TOTAL SQ . FT. = 14400 - network & Security
LOANS compan infrastructure solutions
p—— e 1_? :‘ted F through Request Far
A‘Eﬂéﬁﬁ'ﬁzﬂ:;faﬂqﬁ af‘f Proposal [RFP) process.
) ) ] : ] Interested Companies/
El!gﬁﬁpfullcmgﬂﬁl , only Mumbai /Navi Mumbai: Firms may obtain the RFF at
and Prajct Finangs, Senior Managers: com  from  17/06/2024.
Contact - 9509090914, Officers ex- Indian Navy Bank reserves the right to
experienced in accept or reject any or all
maintenance & repairs of the hids received.
ship control systems.
M,SSION ADM ISSION Excellent commercial & STATE BANK OF SIKKIM
communication skills with NH-10, GANGTOK

hands-on experience in refit
planning & execution

desirable. I . S
TENDER NOTICE
Tn Chief Service Engineers:
Artificers/ Mechanicians ex- sealed Tenders/Offers are

Indian Navy with proven

L]
adverhsa | - invited by Varuna Co-
ADM'SSION » experience i) a1 mnance operative Housing Society
of Gas Turbine controland | |14 building no. D4 to D9,
ship automation systems, Plot No. 10, Sector-06,
Nerul, Navi Mumbal -
. Service Engineers: 400706 for  proposed
sgniln“ Degree / Diploma in Redevelopment in lien of

rights to sell the additional
Flats from Developers of
repute. The Tender
Document can be collected
from the PMC Office- Urban
Analysis  and  Solutions

Electronics, Electrical,
Instrumentation with 03
years' hands on experience
in maintenance /repairs of
electronic equipment.

7428418895
Hul.‘.hi 7012692661
Bengaluru 9886870111
Mumbai 9820702096

call
JITESH

Goa 7020277049 Email your resumes to Consultanc Services. A
9867407521 hravroraindiag Lansulumicy  dences,

Email: info@logosindia.org er - il o e i,

rediffmail.com Sector 15 , CBD Belapur

(Contact No.-Rohit  Mali-

9113550080) from Date-

17/06/2024 To

01/07/2024 (Both dates
included) between 11 am to

BUSINESS CONNECT

BUILDERS / INVESTORS / INDUSTRIALISTS
UNIQUE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

An investment of 220 crore is needed to replace a

5 pm on payment of
Rs. 20,000 /- (Mon-
Refundable] by Demand

Draft in favour of Varuna
Co-operative Housing
Society Ltd, Sealed Tender
Bids shall be submitted in
the manner as prescribed in
the instructions ti
tenderers as mentoned in
Tender Document on and

departing Shareholder/ Director in a thriving, profitable | [P<*o/¢ %2/0//202% by € pm
F : . - Saciet g 5 right to

Infrastructure Engineering _Cnmpuny based in Delhi. any Dbl
The company boasts a sizeable order book and WO Elpiin)

strong cash flows. (Major stakeholding optional
with additional investment)

For further details, please email us at: infra0950@gmail.com

TRAVEL TIMES

06 DAYS | SINGAPORE | X 1,09,750/-
DATE: 03, 04, 05 NOV

Chairman /Secretary/
Treasurer
Varuna Co-Op Housing
Society Ltd

10 DAYS | SINGAPORE MALAYSIA THAILAND
%X 1,39,750/- | DATE: 03, 04, 05 NOV

07 DAYS | BANGKOK PATTAYA | X 64,750/-
DATE: 03, 04 NOV

08 DAYS| VIETNAM |X 109,750/-
DATE: 01, 08 NOV

07 DAYS| DUBAI |X 99,750/-
| DATE: 28, 29, 30 OCT / 03, 04, 05, 06, 07 NOV

08 DAYS | NEPAL | X 64,750/-
DATE: 29 OCT / 4 NOV

SINGAPORE MALAYSIA
07 DAYS | £1,19,750/-
DATE: 04, 05 NOV

08 DAYS | BHUTAN | X 74,750/-
®..  DATE: 29, 31 OCT / 03, 04, 05, 06, 07 NOV

INE E M} onacTus- R
e | gy Fo rrascss

REDEVELDPMENT TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from
reputed Developers for
redevelopment of Kapilvastu
Chsl, at CTS No. 519,519/ 1to
7, Piot No. 16A, Tejpal Scheme
Road No. 2, Vile Parle (E),
Mumbai-400057. Plot area is
663.7 Sqgm as per PR card &
696.49 Sgm as per physical
survey. Existing Carpet Area is
6901 Sgft of existing 14
members in GF+4 (part) storied
existing bullding. Conveyance &
Property Card is in in Society’s
name. Society Plot is abutting
9.15m wide road Tejpal Scheme
Road No. 2. Blank Tenders are
to be collected from PMC office:
SIMCON Designers &
Consultants Pvt. Ltd, #G-2,
Bhagirathl Smruti, Shubham-
karoti Chsl, Next to Koteshwar
Miwas, Subhash Road, Vile
Pare- East, Mumbai- 57. Tel:
9870243173, on payment of
Rs. 5,000/- (Non-refundable)
by demand draft favouring
“Kapilvastu Chs Ltd.”, batwaen
17-06-2024 to 18-07-2024.
Tender Submission on 20-07-
2024 between 4-7 pm. The
Society reserves the right to
accept or reject any tender in
full orin parts without assigning
reasons.

[ PUBLIC NOTICE |

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given fo the
public at large that we are
investigating the rght, tile and
interest of Nisargraj Developers, a
parinership firm registered under
the provisions of the Parinership
Act 1932, having its office at 4
Thavardas Chambers, Vishrali
Naka, M.G. Road. Panvel, District
Raigad, Maharashlra -
410206 through its partners(a)
Rajendra 5 Jeswam (b) Pradeep
Bhal Mathalal Thakkar (¢) Dinesh
0. Jain and (d) Yogesh Popatlal
Thakkar {“Owner") fo land bearing
Gat Nos. 9/2, 11,12, 14, and 17/5,
situate, lying and heing at
Tupgaon Village, Khalapur
Taluka, District Raigad and mare
particularly described in the
Schedule hereunder written (“the
Property”™).

NOTICE is hereby given to all
concerned lhat if any entity/
persons including any bank o
fimancial institution has any claim,
share, right, litle, interest or
demand of any nature whalsoever
into, upon or In respect of the
Properly or any par thereaf or the
construction thereon, including by
way of development rights, FSI /
TDR by operation of law or
otherwise of any nafture
whalsoaver, including by way of
inheritance, exchange, share,
acquisition, partition, fransfer,
agraement, sala, assignment,
baguest, charge, maortgage,
hypothecation, lat, sub-lat, leasza,
sub-lease, lien, lis pendens,
license, pledge, guarantee,
easement, gift, trust, maintenance,
possession, injunction, loans,
advances, altachment or
encumbrance, covenan! of
benaficial iInterest under any trust,
right of prescrption or preemption
or under any contract/agreement
for sale or other dispositions or
otherwise in any manner
whatsoever or pending litigation,
parinership, joint veniure, family
arrangement / seltlement or under
any decrae, order or award passed
by any court or fnbunal ar otherwisa
howsoaver including by operation
of law, are hereby raquested to
intimata hisfher'thair share of
ciaim, if any to the undersigned in
writing with documentary proof
within 14 {fourteen) days from the
dale of publication af this nobes at
e address mentioned below,

If ne such notice | dlaim along with
supporting documents is received
by us within 14 days from the date
of publication, then it would be
presumed that the Owner has an
absolute nght to the Property, that
there i3 no adverse nght, titie,
interast, or demand of any nature
whatzpever in respect of the
Property, and the same is fraa from
ancumbrance/s,

SCHEDULE
Description of the Property
All those pieces and parcels of land
bearing Gat Mo. 972 admeaasunng
1,110 square maters, Gat No, 11
admeasuring 9,430 sguare meters,
Gat No. 12 admeasunng 12,220
square meters, Gat MNo. 14
admaasuring < B30 square metars,
and Gat Noo 175 admeasuring
2 090 square meters, siluale, lying
and being &t Tupgaon Village,

Khalapur, Taluka, District Raigad
Dated this 17th day of June, 2024,
Mahernosh J. Humranwala
Partner

P TATVALEGAI
Advocates& Solicitors

15t Floor, Janmabhoomi Bhavan
Janmabhoomi Marg, Fort,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Motice is hereby given to the
public at large that my
clients, Ms. Savita Jetley, Mr
Vivek Jetley, Mr Raoul
|ethey, Mrs, Peeya
Raichoudhuri, Mrs. Pratibha
A, Anand, Mrs. Subhadra
Anand, and Mrs. Kiran
Karnick, had without
prejudice and without any
consideration entered into
an MOU dated 17th August
2023 with M/fs Pinaki
Projects for the property
more particularly described
in the Schedule hersunder.
M/s Pinaki Projects have
not taken any steps in
furtherance of the said
MOU, which was to be
ratified in  detail by
executing and registering a
Development Agreement.

We inform the public at
large that the said MOU
dated 17th August 2023 has

been cancelled with
immediate effect by my
clients vide letter dated

14th June 2024. We further
inform the public at large
not to enter nto  any
arrangement with the said
M /s Pinaki Projects, as any
such arrangement shall not
be binding on us. We further
inform the public at large
that my clients shall be at
liberty and may proceed to
deal with the said property
at their own discretion,

SCHEDULE  OF  THE
PROPERTY

All that piece and parcel of
land bearing Plot No122
situate and lying at all piece
and parcel of land
admeasuring 60810
Sg.mtrs, bearing CTS. No.
200, 209/1-4  village
Chembur, situated at Sindhi
society, Chembur Mumbai
400071, and  structure
standing thereon, consisting
of 4 flats on the ground 2
flats on the first floor and 1
flat on second Moor.

Dated: 17.060.2024
Place: Mumbai

Sangram Chinnappa
Advocate

Address : 511, Prospect
Chambers, D, N, Road, Fort,
Mumbai - 400001.

Mumbai - 400001

Mumbai - 400 001 standing tools lying in on
existing facilities.
Place: Roha-Raigad
_ . |Dpate:17/06/2024
sd/-
TO BDDK AN
ADVERTISEMENT sty Sarrven B ouflap)
IN THIS SECTION CALL: Office No. 3, First Floor,
ABHIJEET MISHRA 'I-"ardhaman Darsh;m Bulldl:g,
Bhuvaneshwar, Roha,
% 7710888884 p Taluka Roha, Raigad 402106

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE BEFORE
PURCHASE OF PROPERTY

Please take notice that
my client has entered into
negotiations with REPTAKDS
BRETT & CO. ULTD. for the
purchase of the landed estate
comprising Non-agricultural
land situated thereon {herein
after referred to as the "said
property”), owned and
|occupied by the Company being
and lying at Bhuvaneshwar
village, and Roha City. Taluka
Roha and more particularly
|described in the "Schedule of]
property” written hereunder
and the said negotiations
have reached the final stage
|of culmination.

In view of the above,
my client hereby gives a
notice to the public at large
and calls upon all or any
person/s who have any right,
title, interest in the “said
property” prejudicial to the
interest of the "other party"
and who have already filed
any suit, claim, dispute,
petition, appeal or other like
proceedings or obtained any
Idecree, award or other order
concerning the subject
matter of the "said property”
or who intend to file any such
proceedings as described
above for enforcing their
right in the "said property",
to submit all their objections
and claims In writing along
with supportive documentary
proofs thereof, to the
undersigned within a period
|of Ten days of the date of
publication of this notice,
failing which "my client™ will
presume that no adverse claims
or objections concerning the
"said property" exist or if they
|do exist, they stand waived
hereinafter; and in such
levent "my client" will
proceed to complete the
transaction of sale as
lenvisaged by both the
parties. 50 please do note,

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

All that piece and parcel of
non-agricultural land bearing
Gat No. 10 and Hissa No. 1
area admeasuring about
32.30.00 R. Sqg. Mtr., situated
at Bhuvaneshwar, Taluka
Roha, District- Raigad and 5. No.
74/2/2 area admeasuring
about 40.00.00 R. 5g. Mtr,
situated at Roha, Taluka- Roha,
District - Raigad with all

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to the
public at large that we are
investigating the rght, title and
Interest of Regan Infracon LLP. a
limited lability partmership
registered under the provisions of
the Limited Liability Parinership
Act 2008, having its office at 151
Regency House, Near Telephone
Exchange, opposite Vishnu Dars,
Uhasnagar (“Owner”) to (ha
land bearing Gat Nos. 4/3/C,911
and 10, situate lying and being
at Tupgaon Village, Khalapur
Taluka, District Raigad and
more particularly described in the
Schedule hereunder written
(“the Property").

NOTICE i hereby given 1o all
concerned that if any entity/
persons including any bank or
financial institution has any claim,
share, right, file, interest or
demand of any nature
whatsoever into, upon or in
respect of the Property or any part
thereof or the construction
thereon, including by way of
development rights, FS|/ TOR by
operalion of law or otherwise of
any nature whatsoever, including
by way of inheritance, exchange,
share, acquisition, partition,
transfer, agreement, sale,
assignmant, bequest, charge,
morigage. hypolhecalion, lel,
sub-lgt, lease, sub-lease, lien, lis
pendens, license, pledge,
guaranies, easement, gift, trust,
maintenance, poOsSsEssion,
imjunction, loans, advances,
attachment or encumbrance,
covenant or beneficial interest
under any frust, right of
prescription or preemption or
urder any contractagreamant for
sale or other dispositions or
otherwise 1n any manner
whatsoever or pending litigation,
partnership, jobnt venture, family
arrangement | settlement or
under any decree, order or award
passed by any court or tribunal or
otherwise howsoever including by
operation of law, are hereby
requested 1o intimate hisheritheir
share or claim, if any fo the
undersigned in writing with
documentary prool  within 14
(fourtean) days from the date of
publication aof this naotice al the
address mentionad belaw.
If no such notice ! claim akong with
supporting documents IS received
by ws within 14 days from the date
of pubication, then it would be
presumed that the Owner has an
absoluta right to tha Property, that
there s no adverse nght, title,
Interest, or demand of any nature
whatsoever in respect of the
Property, and the same s fres
from encumbrance!s.
SCHEDULE
Description of the Property

All those pieces and parcels of
land bearing Gat No. 4/3IC
admeasuring 5080 square
meders, Gat No. 91 admeasuring
5,520 squara maters and Gat No,
10 admeasuring 6930 sguare
meders, all situate lying and being
at Tupgaon \ilage, Khalapur
Taluka, District Raigad.
Dated this 17th day of June,
2024,

Mahermosh J. Humranwala

Partner

P TATVALEGA
Advocates& Solicitors
15t Floor, Janmabhoomi Bhavan

Janmabhoomi Marg, Forl,
Mumbsai- 400 001

TO

ADVERTISE

IN THIS

SECTION

CALL

JITESH

DOMINIC:

9867407521

-

"I'Ii'r':l"il-llm'

Repders are recommenidad 1o

moke appropriste enguires
arsl seek nppropriate sivice
before sending money,
INEUITINEG ANY Expenses,
aofinmg on medical
recommendations or entering
into any commifment in
relafion fo any advertisement
pubdished in this publicotion,
The Times of Indin Group
doesn’t vouch for uny claims
made by the Advertisers of
products and services. The
Printer, Publisher, Edivor, and
Onwners. of The Times Of
India Group publications
ahall ot be held liable for any
comscquences, in the cvend
such claims are mol laonaosuwred
by the Advertisers,

6°C, Prayagraj

~hottest in country;
5thtime in 10 days

No Let-Up For
Next Two Days:
Met Department

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: Heatwave continued to
torment Uttar Pradesh as mercury
soared above 46 degrees Celsius in
spveral cities on Sunday,

For the fifth time in the last 10
days, Prayagraj was the hottest ci-
ty in India with the maximum tems-
perature of 47.6 degrees Celsius.
The city had recorded 46.9 degrees
Celsius on June 14. After Pravag-
raj, Jhansirecorded the maximum
temperature of 47.1 degrees Celsi-
us, followed by Kanpur IAF station
(46.8), Varanasi (46.8), Barabanki
(46), Agra (46.5), Sultanpur (46.4)
Hamirpur (46.2) and Fatehpur
(46.2). The Metdepartmenthas pre-
dicted no let-up in heatwave for the
nexttwo days.

Lucknow sweltered at 45.6 deg-
rees Celsius—the highest tempera-
ture inJune in the past eight vears.
The minimum temperature was
31.4 degrees Celsius. The maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures
in Lucknow on Monday are expec-
ted to be around 45 and 32 degrees
Celsius, respectively. This vear, its
hottestday wason May 31, when the
mercury level reached 45.8 degrees
Celsius. “Heatwave to severe heat-
wave conditions are likely to conti-
nue in most of UP districts,” said
senior scientist at the Met depart-
ment, Mohammad Danish.

Ensure 1% job quota
for transgenders,
HC tells Bengal govt

Kolkata: Calcutta high court has
mandated Bengal govt to ensurea
1% reservation for transgender
persons in all public jobs, noting
that no quota was offered to the
community despite the existing
policy advocating equal treat-
ment in employment,

In his ruling Friday, Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha instructed
the state's chief secretarv to en-
force this reservation. referen-
cing the 2014 Supreme Court's
NALSA judgment —thefirsttole-
gally recognise non-binarv gen-
der identities and uphold the fun-
damental rights of transgender
people. HC's order followed a peti-
tion from a transgender person
who was excluded from counsel-
lingor interviews despite passing
the teachers’ eligibility test (TET)
in 2014 and 2022, Justice Mantha
highlighted SC’s 2014 declaration
that “hijras™ and eunuchs be con-
sidered as “third gender” to pro-
tect theirrights. ™ & AGENCIES
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At 33.2°C, Sunday Delhi’s
2nd warmest night in 6 yrs

he scorching heatin Delhi shows

no signs of abating. On Sunday,
the maximum temperature at the
city’'s base station, Safdarjung, was
44,9 degrees Celsius, six notches
above normal, against 44.6 degrees
Celsius aday earlier. The minimum
was recorded at 33.2 degrees
Celsius, six notches above normal,
making itthe second warmest for
June inthe past six years, reports
Kushagra Dixit. The weather
department hasissued a series of
alerts for heatwaves, including a red
alert for Sunday, an orange alert for
Maonday, and a yellow alert for
Tuesday and Wednesday.

IMD red alert for Assam,
Meghalaya & Arunachal

mid torrential downpourin

Meghalaya, Assam's western
districts are now witnessing
increased intensity of rain. This has
prompted the IMD to renew “red
alert” for Assam and Meghalaya till
Tuesday, and add Arunachal Pradesh
tothe list. IMD officials attribute the
heavy to extremely heavy rainin the
northeast to moisture incursion
from Bay of Bengal due to
south-westerly winds blowing
towards the NE. This indicates
strong southwest monsooninthe
region, officials said. Owing to the
incessant rainfall since Friday,
Manas riverin Assam s flowing
above the danger level. tun

Goats mustn’t be
sacrificed in public
on Bakrid: Minister

Patna: Uniontextiles minister Gi-
riraj Singh on Sunday said goats
should not be sacrificed in public
places on the occasion of Bakrid,
reports Manoj Chaurasia.

He also asked district admini-
strations across the countrv to
maintain communal harmony on
the occasion, triggering sharp re-
actions from the opposition.

“(Goatsshouldnot besacrificed
in public places as it may give rise
to communal tension on Bakrid. 1
appeal to authorities in every dis-
trict across the country to mainta-
in peace and communal harmo-
ny,” Singh told mediapersons in
Begusarai on Sunday, The mini-
ster said officials concerned sho-
uld make all efforts to ensure the
festival passes off peacefully.

Reacting sharply to Giriraj's
remark, RJD said the “no work
other than ecreating communal
tension in society by making such
statements.” The Congress said
Singh should focus on his work.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

‘Students can learn about
these events as they grow up’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid an ongoing row
over modifications to NCERT bo-
oks, the new Class 11 political scien-
cetextbook claims political parties
prioritise minority groups’ inter-
ests for “vote bank politics”, lea-
ding to “minority appease-
ment”, a shift from the 2023-
24 session’s focus on the lack
of evidence for this idea. Ad-
ditional changes include
dropping references to the
BabriMasjid demolition, the
killing of Muslims in the Gujarat
riots, Hindutva, and tweaking the
reference to Manipur's merger
with India.

“Should we educate our stu-
dents in a way that makes them of-
fensive or creates societal hatred?
Teachingabout riots ata yvoung age
isunnecessary: they canlearn abo-
ut these events as they grow up,”
Dinesh Saklani said and pointed
out that there was no similar out-
cry over the absence of the 1984
riots in textbooks. Saklani’s com-
ments come as new textbooks, fea-

turing several deletionsand chang-
es, were released. The revised
Class 12 political science textbook
now refers to Babri Masjid as a
“three-domed structure” and focu-
ses more on the Supreme Court
judgment that allowed the const-
ruction of a Ram temple at the dis-
o Puted site, rather than the de-

A tails of the Ayodhya issue.
' This judgment led to reconst-
ruction of the temple with
the consecration performed
by the PM on Jan 22.

On allegations of saffro-
nisation, Saklani said, “If somet-
hing has become irrelevant, it
must be changed. There's nosatiro-
nisation. Weteachhistoryvbasedon
facts, not to create conflicts. Tal-
king about the Indian knowledge
system or the metallurgical advan-
cements is not saffronisation. The-
se are facts.” Saklani, who was he-
ad of the ancient history depart-
ment at HNB Garhwal University
before becoming NCERT director
in 2022, has faced criticism over
these textbook changes, particu-
larly concerning historical facts.

Surrender by guerilla who held
sway over tribals led to change

FFromP1

Khidki, the single-window

scheme to dispense benefits
on behalf of the revenue depart-
ment, is one of the welfare initiati-
ves, the SPsaid.

Dadalora Khidki was launched
a few vears ago under the supervi-
sion of ex-SP Ankit Goyal, who is
now DIG of the Naxal range. The
1dea was to take govt benefits to the
tribals’ doorstep.

In 2022, some residents of these
seven hamlets, all of which were
once-impregnable Maoist dens, to-
ed theguerrilladiktattotorch12ro-
ad-construction vehicles and equ-
ipment near Irapnar.

] roject Udaan under Dadalora

The recent surrender of PLGA
platoon commander Mukesh Kan-
nake of the Bhamragarh area com-
mittee, who had considerable in-
fluence over the tribals, playved a
role in the mindset changing from
blind faith in the Maoists to that of
pro-development.

At the police outpost event, the
villagers pledged to henceforth bo-
veott all Maoist meetings and bar
the entry of armed guerrillas, who
often use these areas as launch-
pads for operations against securi-
ty forces and to organise political
and military training.

These remote villages also used
to house Maoist camps and func-
tionasacruciallink inthe logistics
chain of the guerrillas, police said.
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MP man nabbed '

in Prayagraj over
post claiming cop
could kil UPCM

Kanpur: A man, who had pos-
tedamessageon X sayvingthata
sub-inspector of Kanpur poli-
ce's crime branch could get Ut-
tar Pradesh CM Yogi Aditya-
nath murdered, was arrested
from Prayagraj on Saturday;

Sub-inspector (SI) Moham-
mad Arif, in hiscomplaint, said
he received a call from an unk-
nown number three times on
June 12, The caller introduced
himself asan Sl posted in Luck-
now, and later, abused him and
accused him of extorting mo-
ney in the name of religion.
The caller said he will get Arif
murdered. Later, in a post on
X', he said Arif could get the
UP CM killed. Arif lodged a re-
port with cyber cell.

Cyber police station in-
charge Harmeet Singh said the
accused is one Deepak Srivas-
tava from Madhva Pradesh's
Rewa. “He has studied till class
10 and works as a driver at his
aunt'’s house in Prayagraj. He
spoke incoherently when as-
ked about the threat. Going by
his behaviour, it seems he is
suffering from some psvcholo-
gical disorder,” he said. tnn

Fan’s lewd texts angere
Darshan girlfriend: Cops

‘Had Sent Similar
Messages To Many
Other Women'’

: Chaithanya.Swamy
' @timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Darshan’s fan Renu-
ka Swamy started sending the
star’s girlfriend Pavithra Gowda
messages through a fake Insta-
gram profile two weeks before his
June § murder and the content tur-
ned lewd in the last week before his
killingallegedly at the hands of the
actor and his aides, according to a
senior police officer:

Police have also claimed that
Swamy sent such messages to ma-
ny other women. These included a
couple of actresses.

Pavithra has been arrested
along with Darshan and his aides
over the murder. According to the
senior officer, Swamy posted com-
ments on Pavithra's Instagram
posts criticising her relationship
with Darshan, prompting her to

Actor Darshan Thoogudeepa being
taken to court on Saturday

Swamy then began sending the
lewd messages, including pictures
of his private parts, to Pavithra
through the fake Instagram profile
‘Reddy2205", created in the name of
Tanisha Reddy and opened much
earlier, police said. The fake acco-
unt has about 500 followers and
Swamy was following 2,348 people.
He had posted around 304 messages
through it,

Asked about the details of other
women whom Swamy allegedly
messaged, the senior police officer
said: “We are not sure who all he
had sent the messages as his phone

Instagram to give details about the
account, We will submit them in co-
urt while filing the chargesheet,”
the officer said.

According to the officer, the
messages sent to Pavithra through
the fake profile had been collected
from her account. “*We have seized
her phone and taken sereenshots
of a few messages he had sent her
and a few posts he had made about
Darshan travelling with his wife
Vijavalakshmi,” the officer said.

An annoyed Pavithra is said to
have informed Pavan K, an aide
working for her on instructions of
Darshan and who is among those
arrested, about the messages and
asked him to track Swamy down.

Pavan traced Swamy to Chitra-
durga and told Darshan about the
messages. According to Pavan’s
confession, Darshan asked hismen
to Kidnap Swamy and bring him to
Bengaluru, where the fan was alle-
gedly thrashed to death in ashed.

Police are scouring a storm
drain in Bengaluru's Sumanahalli
along which Swamy'’s body was
dumped, for his mobile phones as
well as those of Raghavendra, one

Oppn netas raise
- EVM row; Shinde

 asks Rahul to quit
& contest again

New Delhi: Opposition lea-
ders Rahul Gandhi and Akhi-
lesh Yadav raised questions
about the “lack of scrutiny” of
EVMs, warning that “absence
of accountability™ was threate-
ning to turn democracy into a
sham and that voting be held
with paper ballots. The remark
came after a disecussion thread
on X where Elon Musk called
for a ban on voting machines
for fear of hacking.

Rahul posted a news report
which alleged a relative of the
narrow winner by 48 votes in
Mumbail belonging to BJP alli-
ance, had accessed EVMs thro-
ugh a cellphone. He said, “De-
mocracy ends up becoming a
sham and prone to fraud when
institutions lack accountahili-
tyv" Meanwhile, Yadav wrote,
“BJP should clarify reason be-
hind insistence on using
EVM.” In response to Rahul's
comments, Maharashtra CM
Eknath Shinde said, “Rahul
Gandhi has won in two consti-
tuencies using same EVMs, If
he believes they are faulty, he
should resign. and contest elec-

block him.

is missing. We are going to write to

of hisalleged killers.

tionsagain.”

Stuck in creek for 16 hrs, |

Rivan.Ramanath
@timesgroup.com

3 jumbos ﬁnd Waback

Bhubaneswar: Over 50 per-
sonnel from forest, fire, police
and revenue departments wai-
ted nervously for nearly 16 ho-
urs to help rescue three male
adult elephants that were trap-
ped in a creek filled with agua-
tic weeds in Angul forest circu-
itof Odisha on Sunday;
Intheend, theelephantsca-
me out of the creek on their
own and were safely guided
back to the forest, bringing to
an end a vigil that began aro-
und 3am. “Happy to inform
that the three elephants stran-
ded from morning have been
successfully guided back tothe
forest,” Susanta Nanda, prin-
cipal chief conservator of fo-
rests, wildlife, postedon X,
When located, only their
upper parts of body and trunk
were visible, Movement was

L HH

HML BITIHE WMT lef mmls said
they were prepared to either lift
the animals or create a passage,
but they walked out on their own

difficult for the elephants.

The creek looked like a ca-
nal and was around 100-ft wide,
said regional chief conserva-
tor of forests (Angul) Sudhan-
su Khora. The department had
planned to slice through the
embankment to create a direct
passage for the elephants to
walk out. “Thankfully, we did
not have to use an excavator,”
Khora said, relief evident in
his voice.

Row over uniform mass
bid in Kerala churches

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: An attempt to imple-
ment uniform holy mass, presc-
ribed by the Synod of the Syro
Malabar Church in the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese in
Kerala, led toclashes on Sunday
hetween faithful. The police had
to intervene after the stand-off.

The latest circular of the
Church, which warns priests
that they would be ipso facto out
of Catholic communion if they
conduct any mass other than
the synodal form after July 3,
was supposed to be read out in
churches on Sunday However; it
didn't happen In majority of
churches in archdiocese, and in
churches like Edappally St Ge-
orge Church the faithful booed
and jeered at a group which de-
manded the unification.

At Udayamperoor synodal
church, someof thelaity (lay pe-

ople, as distinct from the clergy)
members entered into an argu-
ment over the circular even as
the mass progressed.
Churchgoers pushed and
shoved at each other over the is-
sue, Meanwhile, Almaaya Mun-
nettam, the laity group coordi-
nating resistance to svnodal
mass in archdiocese, said chur-
ches in archdiocese have comp-
letely rejected the circular issu-
ed by Syro-Malabar Church ma-
jor archbishop Mar Raphael
Thattil and Mar Bosco Puthur
The group said in a state-
ment that it was not read out in
any of the 321 churches in Erna-
kulam archdiocese. Laity acti-
vists protested by burning the
circular in front of most chur-
ches. In many churches, the cir-
cular was torn and deposited in
waste bins. At Udavamperoor
Kochupally, the circular was
thrown into the backwaters.

In U-turn, Gopi
- says called Indrra
‘mother of Cong’

Thiruvananthapuram:
Union junior minister Suresh
Gopl on Sunday said he never
called Indira Gandhi ‘mother
of the country’. Clarifving that
his “Indira is mother of India”
remark about the former PM
was misinterpreted by media,
Gopi said what he had said was
Indira is “motherof Congress”
and “mother of modernIndia.”
Gopi said he firmly belie-
ved therewas nothingwrongin
what he had said about her. He
said the media did not under-
stand the “contextual meaning
of hislanguage”. He added that
he wouldn't be bothered about
such controversies since he
has a huge responsibility, taw

MP man rapes,
blackmails Mum
woman, arrested

Ajmer: A man from Madhya
Pradesh’s Ujjain was arrested
on Sunday for allegedly raping
and blackmailing a woman by
obtaining her obscene photos
and videos. The woman alleged
Wasim Khan (41) posed as a
Hindu to deceive her:

The woman, who lives in
Mumbai, filed a complaint in
Ajmer on Junell. She said they
became friends after she got a
call from a “wrong number”
three years ago. Khan invited
her to Ajmer two vears ago,
when he allegedly raped her.
On April 22 and 23, he threate-
ned her and called her to Ajmer
again and raped her, tun

~ Can't set timeframe for
- speaker to accept MLA

resignation, rules HC

‘Kids adopted post
retirement can't
be denied pension’

Chandigarh: There can't be
discrimination in granting fa-
mily pension to legally adopted
children on account of date of
adoption, Punjab and Harvana
high court has said. Court said
children adopted post-retire-
ment can’'tdeprived of pension.
Justice Tribhuvan Dahiya pas-
sed the order while allowing a
petition filed by Vikas Kumar
from Jhajjar, Haryana. He had
sought quashing of Harvana
govt order dated Feb 14, 2019,
that rejected his claim for fami-
lyv pension. He had also sought
to release family pension, effec-
tive from Sept 24, 2012, with in-
terest, till he turns 25. HC orde-
red state to release his family
pension from date of his fat-
her'sdemisetillhe turns 25, and
arrearswith 8% interest peran-
num from due date to actual pa-

Times NEws NETWORK

Shimla: A court of law can’t fix a timefra-
me for an assembly speaker to decide if
and when to accept an MLA's resignation,
asingle-judge bench of Himachal Pradesh
HC said while ruling on a petition filed by
three Independent legisla-
tors who put in their papers
onMarch 22 andjoined BJE.
The trio was seeking a di- | 4
rective to the speaker to ac-
cept their resignations. _
Case had been referred &
to Justice Sandeep Sharma after division
bench of Chief Justice MS Ramachandra
Rao and Justice Jyotsna Rewal Dua gave
differing views on plea in separate judg-
ments on May 8. “Judgments passed by
both members of division bench reveal
that relief prayed for cannot be granted,
but only difference of opinion is if time-
frame can be issued to speaker of legislati-
ve assembly to decide issue of voluntari-
ness/genuineness of resignations of peti-
tionersornot?” Justice Sharma said.
Hesaid Chief Justice Rao had held that
nodirection can be issued to speaker to ta-
ke decision on resignation letter within a
fixed timeframe, whereas Justice Dua di-
rected the speaker to decide the issue wit-
hin two weeks. The Juneld verdict came1l
days after speaker Kuldeep Singh Patha-
nia accepted the resignations of Ashish
Sharma (Hamirpur), Hoshiyvar Singh
(Dehra) and KL Thakur (Nalagarh). The
trioresigned in March after voting infavo-
ur of BJP’s candidate in Rajva Sabha elec-
tion in a challenge to Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu-led Congress govt, which they had
been supporting till then. By-elections to
these three seats were on hold till spea-
ker'sdecision came. Hamirpur, Dehraand
Nalagarh will now vote on July 10.

India, US in ‘advanced
talks’ for co-production of
Stryker combat vehicles

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India and the US are
now in an “advanced stage of talks”
for the proposed joint manufacture
of latest generation of Strvker ar-
moured infantry combat vehicles
(ICVs) as part of their defence-in-
dustrial cooperation roadmap.

With the US also recently offe-
ring to demonstrate mobility and fi-
repower of the eight-wheeled Stry-
ker in high-altitude areas in India,
the ministry of defence (MoD) is ex-
amining a three-phase plan for the
proposed project, sources told TOL.

Under the plan, there will be li-
mited off-the-shelf purchase of the
Strvkers under foreign military sa-
les (FMS) programme of the US,
which will be followed by joint pro-
duction in India, and finally there
will be co-development of its futu-
ristic versions, sources said.

All this, however, is contingent
on Stryker meeting operational re-
guirements of Army’'s mechanised
infantry battalions and a high level
of indigenisation and transfer of
critical technologies to the Indian
co-production partner, which could
be a defence PSU or a private firm.

“If the project is finalised, exis-
ting Indian capabilities in ICVs will
be taken into account. The Strykers
will have to be customised and tech-
nologically configured for Indian
terrain, including operations In

If f' nalised, Stryker‘s will hewe m be
customised and technologically confi-
gured for Indian terrain, including for
eastern Ladakh and Sikkim, a source said

high-altitude areas like Ladakh and
Sikkim,"” a source said. With Army
having huge requirement of futu-
ristic wheeled and tracked ICVs to
progressively replace its existing
fleet of over 2,000 Russian-origin
BMP-II vehicles in the yvears ahead,
the Mol is also pursuing indigeno-
us projects. “Army also needs ICVs
capable of amphibious operations
in large numbers. Strykers are not
amphibious,” another source said,
The US is hard-selling the Stry-
kers. Ahead of US national security
advisor Jake Sullivan's visit to In-
dia, secretary of defence Llovd J
Austin cited the “co-production of
armoured vehicles with India”™ as
yet another indicator of upward tra-
jectory in the bilateral defence part-
nership during the Shangri La dia-
logue in Singapore two weeks ago.

Dhanbad villagers dig river pits
amid govt’s parched promises

Chandan Paul | Tvn

Dhanbad: Since independence, re-
sidents of several villages in Pasch-
mi Tundi block in Jharkhand’s
Dhanbad have been dependent on
digging pits, known as “chua”,
along Nagarwa river for potable wa-
ter during summers due to ineffecti-
ve govt water supply schemes.

The groundwater level in Cha-
rakkala, Kurhawa, Dhongabera,
Mohli and Kolharia under Jatak-
hunti panchayat has dropped signi-
ficantly, rendering hand pumps use-
less and forcing women to fetch wa-
ter from “chuas”. “1 have been fet-
chingdrinking water this way since
[ got married 12 vears ago, just like
my mother-in-law.” said Lalita Devi
from Dhongabera village.

Kurhawa tola resident Muni sa-
id, “There’s only one well in the vil-
lage. During summer, we have to wa-
it for hours to collect water seeping
from the surrounding area. Earlier,
we used to dig pits along Damodar
River, but no longer, after mining ac-

PITTING THEIR HOPES: "ul'lllagers ﬂf
Dongabera dig along Nagra river

dig pits along Nagarwa Jhoria."”

In 2016, then BJP govt initiated
Rs46-crore Thethatand Mega Water
Supply Scheme, but the project mis-
sedits 2018 deadlineand thecontrac-
tor abandoned the project in 2020,
sald Jatakhunti panchavat mukhi-
va Asha Murmu. He added that re-
quests with departmental engine-
ers have vielded no results, and the
supplyv pipes have not been laid.

Mathura Mahato, JMM MLA
from Tundi, said, The ‘Har Ghar Jal
Yojana' 1s nearing completion. A
Jharkhand legislative team is ex-
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hitps://mahatenders.gov.in

Superintending Engineer, Maharashtra-State
Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
Regional Office Nagpur.

(A Government of Maharashira Underiaking)
A2 Quartars, Ravi Magar Government Premises

ad, Magpur=440001.
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E-TENDER NOTICE

Online Tenders (e-tender) by the Superintending Engineer, MSIDC, Nagpur are
invited for Design Competition for appointment of architects for the following
works concerning “Re-development of NMC Market Site(s)™:

Tender documents shall be available from 18.06.2024, 3pm onwards.

Date and time of submission of bids shall be 09.07.2024 at 3pm.

The details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Maharashtra e-Tendering Portal,

https:/fmahatenders.gov.in

thereof.

Mo, MSIDCMMumbailTender 20672024
Superintending Enginaer,
Maharashtra-State Infrastructure
Development MSIDC

Date: 14/06/2024

Site Area| EmpD Cost of
: M of Project M.
S.No ame of Projec trpif";:-] (INR) Document
Design Competition tof o i

1 |appoint Architect for Re- - 5. 1180/-
Development of Cottan| 47.997 | 3000/ (Rs. 1000/- + GST)
Markat Site in Nagpur.

Design Competition to| RE. 1180/
appoint Architect for Re-| 1 g8a | 3000/- 5. ?

2. |Development of Dahi Bazar (Rs. 1000/~ + GST)
Sitein NaEpur.

Design Competition to|
appoint Architect for Re- Rs. 1180/

3. |Development of Six nos.| 13,767 | 3000/- ; -
combined Market Sites at (Rs. 1000/ + GST)
Itwiari in Nagpur
Design Competition to
appoint Architect for Re- Rs. 1180/-

4. Development of Neta|i Market 9,383 | 3000/ (Rs. 1000/ + GST)
Site in Nagpur.

Design Competition to
appoint Architect for Re- Rs. 1180/-

3. Development of Santra 12,895 | 3000/ (Rs. 1000/- + GST)

Market Site in Magpur.
Design Competition tol
appoint Architect for Re- Rs. 1180/-

6. |Development of Dik| 2800 | 3000/ | oo Yoo0i- + GST)

Dawakhana Site in Nagpaur,
Nota:

1.Downloading & Submission of Tender Documents will be done on —

2. The right is reserved to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason

(Prashant N. Pagrut)
Superintending Engineer
MSIDC Ltd. Nagpur

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, AUTONOMOUS STATE
MEDICAL COLLEGE KAUSHAMBI

CIATE

Letter No. ASMC/KAUSHAMBI/ADVERTISMENT/2024-25/349
ADVERTI

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF PROFESS0ORS, ASSO-
PROFESSORS, ASSISTANT PROFESSORS AT AUTONOMOUS
STATE MEDICAL COLLEGE, KAUSHAMBI UP. FOR DETAILS VISIT OUR
WEBSITE WWW ASMCKAUSHAMBL.IN

MENT

AND DGME

WWW.DGME . UP.GOV.IN

LAST DATE OF ACCEPTING APPLICATION 15 13.07.2024 TILL 05:00 PM.

Principal,

AUTONOMOUS STATE MEDICAL COLLEGE,

KAUSHAMBI

Date 15-06-2024

WEBSITE-

1O Western Railway - Ratlam Division

Sr. No. :

08.07.2024. Sr. No.
Work :

No. : 3, E-Tender No. :
Khandwa Section
Approx Quantity :

website www.ireps.gov.in.
ADMS/1/095

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT : E-TENDERING NOTICE
No. : W/B23/NIT/1, Date : 12.06.2024

The Divisional Railway Manager (WA) RATLAM for and on behalf of the
President of India invites "Open Tender® through e-tender on website
www.ireps.gov.in the details are as under ;-

1, E-Tender No. : RTM-2024-25-44, Name of Work : Ratlam
Division - Up-gradation in Infrastructure Facility for ART/ARME, SPART
& Disaster Management Facility for COR Station, Approx Quantity : As
per tender schedule, Approx Value : ¥ 56,42,045.08, Earnest Money in
Rs : T1,12,900.00, Cost of Tender Form Rs : Nil, Completion period :
09 Months, Similar Type of Work : Any Civil Engineering Work, Date of
uploading on website : 12.06.2024, Date of Opening & Time at :
. 2, E-Tender No. :
Chanderiya-Ratlam (UP) - TRR(P) -
Khandwa - TRR(P) - 6.746 Tkm Total 8.826 TKM, Approx Quantity : As
per tender schedule, Approx Value : ¥ 1,17,94,181.14, Earnest Money
inRs : ¥ 2,09,000.00, Cost of Tender Form Rs : Nil, Completion period :
12 Months, Similar Type of Work : Any Track Work, Date of uploading
on website : 12.06.2024, Date of Opening & Time at : 08.07.2024. Sr.
ATM-2024-25-35, Name of Work : Ratlam-
- CTR{S/P) - 1.524 Tkm & TRR(S) -
As per tender schedule, Approx Value :
T 05,72,402.87, Earnest Money in Rs : ¥ 1,91,500.00, Cost of Tender
Form Rs : Nil, Completion period : 09 Months, Similar Type of Work :
Any Track Work, Date of uploading on website :
Opening & Time at : 08.07.2024. Sr. No. : 4, E-Tender No. : RTM-2024-
25-38, Name of Work : Ratlam-Khandwa Section - Providing metal cattle
safety fencing at CRO, Approx Quantity : As per tender schedule, Approx
Value : ¥ 1,46,36,487.78, Earnest Money in Rs : ¥ 2,23,200.00, Cost of
Tender Form Rs : Nil, Complelion period : 09 Months, Similar Type of
Work : Any Civil Engineering Work, Date of uploading on website :
12.06.2024, Date of Opening & Time at : 08.07.2024. Detailed tender
notice, eligibility criteria and terms and conditions are available at

RTM-2024-25-36, Name of
2.080 Tkm & Ratlam-

3.963 Tkm,

12.06.2024, Date of

Divisional Railway Manager(W/A)
Western Railway, Ratlam Division

Like us on: £d facebook.com/WesternRly

yment. — Ajay Sura tivities depleted the sand. Now we  pected to inspect the area in July”
IN THE HON'BLE HIGH COURT OF DELHI
(ORIGINAL COMPANY JURISDICTION)
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES ACT, 1956 &
IN THE MATTER OF
TRIVENI INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD.
COMPANY PETITION NO. 39/2009
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Tenders/bids are invited for E-auction of the Joint Development & Marketing Rights of following assetproject of the company (In Lign) on “As s Where
is Whatever there is basis" from the prospective buyers. The details of Land, License & Reserve Price and EMD are as under:
5. | Name of the l}nm[I:any and Location, details | Reserve Price/Fair | Eamest 5. | Name of the Company and Location, detalls | Reserve Price/Fair | Earnest
No. of License & FSI Market Value Money No. of License & F5i Market Value Money
Triveni Infrastructure Development Compan Rs. Rs. Rect. No. | Killa No. | Area K-M
F =1 550,00,00,000% | 55,00,00,0001- N
Project: Triveni Gataxy Project al Secior- T8,
Fmdp:l:lutad. Haryana. l i 11
Area: 30,254 Acres 2011 113
F5l Area: 214258 3g. Mir, 1202 247
*Additional ferms and condilions as directed 1003 B-5
vide order dated 21.12.2023 passed in CP
Mo 32008 ag mantionad balow. 3. |License No. [ Land owned by M/s Triveni
- 38/2007 Infragiructure Development
1. | License Mo, | Land owned by Mis Triveni Company Limitad & Mis RM.S.
372007 Infrastructure Develepment Club &Resu‘t&ﬁrt. Ltd. Village
Company Limited - Faridpur, Faridabad
Village Faridpur =Y B TR T P
Rect No,| Killa Na. | Area K-M st
3 2 B0 ¥22 | 1416
28 18 8-0 4 8.0
2 g-0 a 80
H 22 7-3 * The DTCP has renewed the Licence No. 37-39 of 2007 upto 22.01.2025,
! = | a ! 1
:ié E;: ; Thereafter, the auction purchaser'developer shall renew the license on s
21 | 22 el
182 [-2 * The Auction Purchaser/Developer will bear the EDC (charges as on
192 §-8 12.12.2023) payable to DTCP and the details whereof are as under-
ng ;3 Amount in Rs. lakhs
13 317 Head Principal Amount Interast Panal Interest Tatal
10/1 618 EDC 232775 559.06 S791.85 0568 .46
28 2312 7-11 IDC Fully Paid
3 431 E-g * The Auction Purchaser/Developer shall be liable to pay cutstanding dues
= 2: = :-n of enhanced EDC, as and when demanded by the DTCP after the final
5 a:n decision of the Hon'ble High Court of Punjab & Haryana in CWP No.5835
18 T 1 of 201.3-Balwan Singh and others vs. State of Haryana.
18 17 80 * The Auction Purchaser/Developer will also renew the Bank guarantees held
1811 1-12 with the DTCP against the said property and complete all the
182 3-8 farmalites/clearances as required by the DTCP.
15‘;‘1‘ 2:39 * The Auction Purchaser/Developer shall construct EWS Plots on the said
23 ?:9 tand and transfer the same as per policy of DTCP.
24 7.9 * The aucton purchaser/Developer shall abide by the latest policy/regulations
17 17 8-0 of DTCP (including policy dated 18.02.2013} { ofher statutory authorities as
240112 4-10 per law,
Land owned by Ms Triveni Note:
Infrastructure Development
%um pany L’:lrn!te-d -H'.I'lllige 1. Inspection of the above assefs/property will be held on 24.06.2024, 25.06.2024
F:},m’dr g & 26.06.2024 betwesn 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM,
Rect Mo.| Killa No. | Area K-M 2. The e-auction will be conducted through the website
2 20 54 hittps.!lolauction.enivida.com on 05.07.2024 between 11.00 AM 1o 0400
28 1212 2.8 PM with auto time extension of 10 minutes each time if the bid is made in
1A 1-16 the Last 10 minutes before the close of e-auction.
2. | License No, | Land owned by Ms. R.M.5. 3. The bidders/tenderers should submit their online offer through the website
38/2007 Club & Resorts Pvi. Ltd. Village :
Farldpur, Faridabad https://olauction.enivida.com
Rect Mo.| Killa No. | Area K-M 4. The tenderers should collect the detailed information, terms & condifion
17| 241N 12 through the website hitps./lolauction.enivida.com and may also take help
13 19 616 from the below contacts:-
43 2411 =15 Railtel- Navneet Mishra - 9355030630, Amrendra Kumar - 8448288980,
2 4 3-8 Anand Kumar - 9355030602, Office of Official Liquidator - Mr. M.S. Kataria
3N 2-3 & Mr. Wasim Raia - B0T6311561;
5;2 ?:; 2. The EMD amount {interest free) should be deposited through the modes
. ﬂ‘m available on the portal. The last date for online submission of EMD is
s ?.tt} 03.07.2024 upto 05:00 PM.
2 T 7.9 6. This sale is subject to confirmation by the Hon'ble High Court of Delhi.
112 0-11 Sdi-
10 8-0 (S.MEENAKSHI)
111 4-18 DATED: 2024 OFFICIAL LIQUIDATOR
13 1172 B-3 PLACE: NEW DELHI HIGH COURT OF DELHI
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—Y hree days before the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(MNEET-UG)on May 5, some stu-
dents received pop-up alerts on

Telegram: “Leak paper available, price
Rs 5000, message to buy @HGPaper,”

The Supreme Court has now issued
notices to the Centre and NTA on these
alleged leaks after PILs piled up. But
RTI activist Vivek Pandey says he had
posted about these ‘leak paper’ offers
on social media platforms even before
the test. “But it fell on deaf ears,” he
says. On May 5, the day of the exam,
Pandey felt a sense of déja vu.

But rather than just being happy
with his I-told-you-so moment, Pandey
has been spending most of his timefiling
complaints with the Union health min-
istryv on the problems with NEET-UG,
seeking updates from Bihar

DHRUV CHAUHAN
DOC-ACTIVIST

Students approached me
saying they feel helpless. Their
families spend years planning and
preparing for a medical career.

Their faith has been shaken

police about investigations into a leak
from the state while also petitioning for
action against the NTA in the SC. He had
earlier filed an RT1 seeking clarifications
on the grace marks awarded by NTA
which later withdrew them.

Discrepancies in exams are personal
for him. He attempted to pass the pre-med-
ical test (PMT) in Madhya Pradesh for
nearly four vears but always ended up in
failure. It was only when the Vyapam
scam—where students cheated on a large
scale to pass the state medical exam in
connivance with senior officials, teachers
and many middlemen— hit headlines
that he realised that he was tryving towin
afixed match. Pandey eventually cracked
NEET but decided to work towards
greater transparency in the med-
ical education system, filing
around 1,000 RTIs since 2016.
Though no one paid heed to
his warnings in May, they are
paying attention now.

“When the ‘leak’ stories
came out, we had a small group
of 50 students who were dis-
tarbed by the reports. Now
our support group has
expanded to 4,500,
Pandey says, add-
ing that there are
lakhs who are now
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Doctors, students and activists team up
to lead fight against NEET irregularities
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QUESTION MARK OVER Flm.l RE: Besides hitting the streets to protest, stressed
students are seeking advice and aid for filing complaints and petitions

up in arms against the NTA.
Like Pandey; Kota-based educator and
students rights’ advocate Dr Amit Gupta
regularly posts videos sharing the plight
of aspirants, amassing nearly 30,000 fol-
lowers on X (formerly Twitter). Gupta,
who completed his MBBS but decided to
become a teacher instead, began his ‘ac-
tivism’ in 2015 after the AIPMT paper
leak. “I gathered about 2,000 students, and
we decided that enough was enough.
Every time the cheaters just get away,”
Gupta says. The group held rallies and
dharnas, demanding a re-exam. However,
they soon realised that taking the judicial
route wotld bear more firuit. Eventually,
the SC ruled in their favour.

Sinee then, 46-yvear-0ld Gupta has been
fighting for other reforms too. This year,
after the NEET results row, Gupta began
helping students out to file petitions.
Years of experience in fighting legal bat-
tles have come in handy as his lawyers
help students draft petitions and crowd-
source legal fees. “If students take a sin-
gle exam on one date with a single ques-
tion paper in offline mode, there are
bound to be leaks. Why can’t we adopt the
JEE model where multiple gquestion pa-
pers are prepared and exams are held on

different dates online?”" he asks.
Union education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has denied that
there have been any leaks calling
the allegations motivated. But
the turmoil among students and
parents has been hard to contain.

Students Islamic Organisation
of India too has been vocal in its
protests on the exam. The group
has about 10 lakh students
in their network who

HELPING HAND: Amit
Gupta gives legal
aid to students

look to them for career guidance or funds
as many belong to economically deprived
backgrounds. SI0 national secretary Ab-
dullah Faiz says they received 300 com-
plaints from students related to NEET
discrepancies. “Then we saw reports
about grace marks being given without a
properexplanation, paper leaks in Bihar
and Gujarat and six toppers from just one
centre in Harvana. We decided to file a
petition as we no longer trust the agency
conducting the exam.” SI10 also conduct-
ed a survey among its students and found
64% had encountered problems like de-
layed start or early finish of the exam
while 48% found discrepancies or errors
in their scorecard. The most troubling
thing, Faiz says, is that controversies sur-
rounding the exam had impacted the
mental health of over 70% of students.

Desperate students have hit social
media, organised sireet protests and
petitioned influencers and politicians.
The recent controversies also prompted
Dr Dhruv Chauhan, national council
coordinator with the Indian Medical
Association Junior Doctors Network,
to request a re-examination. “Students
have approached me saying they feel
helpless. They and their families spend
vears planning and preparing for a med-
ical career. Their faith has been shak-
en,” Chauhan says.

Among the other petitioners are
coaching institutes such as PhysiesWal-
lah's Alakh Pandey and students like
19-year-old Andhra student Jaripiti
Kartheek who took the exam for the
third time. Even with the result of 508,
he finds himself at a rank of 200520
which makes state medical colleges out
of reach. “So many of the students who
sat for the exam are struggling, NTA
should change its approach—divide the
courses and branches, and conduct dif-
ferent exams for each,” he savs.

NallaMuthu, TOI - Tndjan EVMs not connected to

‘Tiger Anthem’
creator, gets
award at MIFF

Nagpur: Subbaiah Nalla
Muthu, renowned for his wild-

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Reactingto Elon
Musk's post on X about elim-

life conservation campaign fi-
Im, Tiger Anthem, made in as-
sociation with The Times of
India, was presented V Shanta-
ram Lifetime Achievement Aw-
ard at Mumbai International :
Film Festival (MIFF) on Satur- ;
day, reports Vijay Pinjarkar,

Tiger Anthem, part of
TOI's initiative to commemeo-
rate 50 vears of Project Tiger,
garnered over 100 million
views worldwide and received
praise from PM Narendra Mo-
di. It was also featured at G20
summit. “Its success has
shown that non-fiction and
awareness-driven subjects can
be effectively presented in an
engaging and entertaining mu-
sical format,” Muthu told TOI.

Muthu’s unparalleled body
of work on Indian tigers estab-
lishes him as one of the fore-
most natural history filmmak-
ers worldwide, dedicating 16
vears to telling soulful stories
about India’s big cats. Ministry
of I&B acknowledged Muthu's
exceptional confributions to
non-feature and wildlife docu-
mentary filmmaking with this
esteemed award.

inating EVMs, a senior EC
functionary said it was un-
fortunate that EVM metho-
dology in India was being
doubted when
tematically evolved and is
accepted here, withthe high-
est court having ruled in its
favourtimeand again”.

“Also, the electoral sys-
tem in the US does not pro-
vide for a watchdog at par
with Election Commission
of India that has its duties
clearly laid out in Article 324
of the Constitution,”
functionary said.

The EC functionary ex-
plained that each state in the
US could choose its voting
methodology
ranged from paper ballot to
direct recording electronic
(DRE) systems with or with-
out apapertrail. “Electronic
systems are used variedly in
the US systems, but none
partakes the technical char-
acteristics of Indian EVM,
EVMs in India are standa-
lone machines with manda-
tory VVPAT and are not con-
nected to the internet, EVM

Bharti.Jain

“it has sys-

internet like those in US: EC

DRE systems in the US are varied and most rely on internet platforms,
which distinguish them categorically from the Indian context

the

lined that

and these

dent forensics.

methodology is carefully en-
sconced inarule-based oper-
ating procedure, providing
for very robust and contin-
uous disclosures to all stake-
holders including political
parties and candidates.” the
functionary said.

The functionary under-
EVMs
VVPATSs created an immuta-
ble audit trail for post-inci-
“Thus, the
system finds validation not
only in the successful con-
duct of national and state as-
sembly elections since 2004
and morethan20transition/
transfer of power among po-
litical stakeholders. It has
rightfully been validated
through several court rul-
ings, the most recent being

SCruling after a very unusu-
al ‘direct evidence' being
provided in open court by
EC,"” he explained.

DRE systems in the US
are varied and most rely on
internet platforms, which
distinguish them categori-
cally from the Indian con-
text. “Each voting methodol-
ogv finds credibility among
the electors in its respective
country contexts. India has
a robust system which her-
alded significant improve-
ments over the difficulties
and questions on credibility
of the paper ballot system
and thus has been accepted
by theelectors at large, asre-
flected in ever increasing
voter turnouts,” the EC
functionary said,

and

Will strive with all for
Ukraine peace: India
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Indian EVMs secure,
isolated from networks’

signed, secure and isolated :

Zero FIR against Bengal guv’s

Kol Cops Shift
Case To Delhi
On Court Order

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: The Kolkata Police
have lodged a zero FIR
against Bengal governor C V
Ananda Bose's nephew linked
to rape and criminal conspir-
acy  allegations levelled
against Bose and the nephew
by an Odissi dancer, saying
she was assaulted in a Delhi
hotel in Jan 2023.

The case, based on a com-
plaint filed at Kolkata's Hare
Street police station in Oct
last vear, has been transferred
to the Delhi Police on orders
of the chief metropolitan ma-
gistrate’s court.

Police declined to com-
ment on the complaint, regis-
tered under sections 376
(rape)and 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), beyond saving
that the chief metropolitan
magistrate’s court ordered
thatazero FIR befiled and the
case transferred to Delhi

An Odissi dancer has alleged that
governor Bose assaulted herina
Delhi hotel in Jan 2023

since the alleged assault took
place there.

Raj Bhavan 1is still to re-

spond to the development.

The complainant has al-

leged that she had approached
the governor to help her re-
solve some issues she had
been facing regarding over-
seas travel for dance perform-
ances, Bose, according to her,
had promised assistance and
had also advised her to ap-
proach the ministry of exter-
nal affairs(MEA).

The Odissidancer said she
received flight tickets and a
hotel booking in Delhi for Jan
5 and 6, 2023, through the gov-

ernor's nephew. Bose, who

was staying at Delhi's Banga
Bhavan at the time, had alleg-
edly visited her at the hotel
and abused her:

She hasn't explained why
she waited 10 months to lodge
a complaint, officials said.

On May 2 this vear, a Raj
Bhavan staffer had also com-
plained that the governor mo-
lested her twice {on April 24
and May 2).

In this case, three Raj
Bhavan employees, implicat-
ed in a different FIR, got bail
from a lower court. Theyv have
since moved Calcutta HC to
quash the criminal charges
against them.

Bose cited the apex court’s
interpretation of Article 361
in the Rameshwar Prasad
case to point out that the gov-
ernor enjovs complete immu-
nity, even for their personal
acts, while in office.

In a statement, he said, “It
logicallv follows that police
cannot investigate/inguire in-
to the matter, in any manner,
whatsoever. Thus, in view of
the immunity enjoved by the
governor, police are constitu-
tionally barred from carrving
outany kind of preliminary in-

quiry orregisteringan FIR.”

Kin over dancer’s rape charge

§

Won't see CM
till | meet poll
violence victims’
Kolkata: Therift between Ben-
gal governor CV Ananda Bose
and Trinamool Congress govt
escalated on Sunday, with Raj
Bhavan shutting the door on
CM Mamata Banerjee until
Bose meets all the people affect-
ed by post-poll violence in state.
This decision follows a Caleut-
ta HC order on Saturday per-
mitting alleged victims and
BJP MLA Suvendu Adhikarito

meet the governor.

Bose expressed his dismay
over the treatment of vio-
lence-affected people. “All vic-
tims will be allowed to meet
meat Raj Bhavan. The CM will
not be allowed to meet me till
then. Police working at Raj
Bhavan will be transferred (if
they disallow affected people
from meeting him),” he said.

This escalated a month-
long tension since Banerjee's
public declaration on May 11,
vowing never to visit Raj Bha-
vanagain, accusingthegover-
nor of misconduct.
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Ensure seamless coordination,
Shah tells security agencies

Amid search for terrorists, J&K police
warn against rumours, fear-mongering

S ecurity forces have been conducting search operations
across J&K’s Jammu division following reports of suspicious
movements of armed men. Some of these operations have
resulted in wild goose chases, prompting police to reiterate their
advice for public to stay vigilant but not to succumb to rumours
and fear-mongering, reports Sanjay Khajuria.

Panic has gripped locals following four terrorist attacks on
June§,11, and 12 in the three frontier districts of Reasi, Kathua,
and Doda. These attacks resulted in the deaths of seven pilgrims,
their bus driver and conductor, and a CRPF constable.Ina
counteroffensive, two terrorists were killed.

Policealso assured the public that areas around Vaishno Devi
temple in Katra are safe. Searches by police, Army, and
paramilitary teams confirmed no threats, an official said.

Nirmala will
meet state FMs
to seek inputs
on Budget

FFromP1l

eas of emphasis, some

flowing from the elec-
tion outcome, with detailed
consultations vet to begin giv-
en that ministers took charge
last week and PM Narendra
Modi was travelling, sources
familiar with the delibera-
tions told TOL

The pre-Budget consulta-
tions are to begin this week,
butalotof groundwork hasal-
ready been done by officials,
who were tasked by Modi to
prepare the 100-day plan,

On Saturday, Nirmala will
meet state finance ministers
to seek their inputs on the
Budget, before joining them
for GST Council meeting in
the afternoon.

While the proposal for ex-
panding PLI to more sectors
has been on the table for a
while, including to specialty
chemicals where European
companies are retreating,
there have been issues around
the size of investment that
should be promoted by govt as
large global champions are
sought to be created in India.

Details of the MSME
package are vet to be firmed
up but the idea is to empower
small businesses, which were
a focus of the post-Covid
scheme too, so that there is
enough impetus to create em-
ployment in the largest sector
after agriculture. Jobs, both
in terms of quantity and qual-
ity, have been a Key concern
during the election and many
see BJP falling short of the
majority mark as a fallout
of the widespread discontent
on this count.

Similarly, there have been
multiple suggestions to in-
crease income levels for wom-
en, and increase their partici-
pation in the workforce, in-
cluding through some tax ar-
rangements. Officials said the
proposals will be discussed in
detail as women are a key tar-
get group for NDA.

f"l“‘hese are preliminary ar-

ustifying India’s decision
to not associate itself with
any communique/docu-
ent emerging from this sum-
mit, MEA secretary (west) Pa-
van Kapoor, who led the Indi-
an delegation, said 1n India's
view, only those options ac-
ceptable to both parties could
lead to abiding peace: “In line
with this approach, we have
decided to not associate with
the joint communique or any
other document emerging
from the summit.”

In a separate statement,
the foreign ministry said a
lasting and peaceful resolu-
tion required “sincere and
practical engagement be-
tween the two parties to the
conflict”. “India’s participa-
tion in the summit, as well as
in the preceding NSA/politi-

based on Ukraine’s peace for-
mula, was in line with our con-

sistent approach to facilitatea :
lasting and peaceful resolu- :

tion to the conflict through
dialogue and diplomacy,” said

the Indian statement, alluding

to PM Modi's repeated assur-

ances to President Volodymyr
Zelensky that India would do
everything within its means :

to support a peaceful solution.

However, Indiaandothers !

who did not endorse the com-
munique had doubts wheth-

erthe peace summit would be
able to achieve its objective :
of “justpeace” intheabsence :

of Russia. Govt also said In-
dia will continue to remain

engaged with all stakehold-
ers as well as both the parties :
to contribute to all “earnest :

efforts” to bring about an
early and abiding peace.

meetings :

' ?’e should eliminate
/\/ electronic  voting

machines. The risk
of being hacked by humans
or Al, while small, is still too
high,” Musk wrote on X, sha-
ring a post by Robert F
Kennedy Jr that cited |
media reports about
hundreds of voting ir-
regularities related to
EVMs in Puerto Rico.
Chandrasekhar ar-

cued that Musk's view may be

applicabletothe USand other
places where regular compu-
ting platforms are used to bu-
ild “internet-connected vo-
ting machines”. He added,
“This 1s a huge sweeping ge-
neralisation statement that
implies no one can build secu-
re digital hardware. Wrong,
Indian EVMs are custom de-

from any network or media- :
—no connectivity, no blueto- :
oth, WiF1i, internet, i.e., there :
is no way in. Factory pro- :
grammed controllers that :

can'tbereprogrammed.”
Replying to this, Musk sa-

| hacked.”

on April 26 upheld EVM sy-
stem of polling,

id, “Anything can be :
Chandrasek- :
har agreed that “anvt- :
hing is possible”, at le- :
ast in theory. “With qu- :
antum compute, I can :
decrypt any level of en- :
cryption. With lab-level tech :
and plenty of resources, Ican :
hack any digital hardware/ :
system including the flight :
controlsof aglasscockpitof a :
jet, etc. But that's a different :
type of conversation from :
EVMs being secure and reli- :
able,” he said. Supreme Court :

FM to meet
economists,
farm bodies for
pre-Budget talk

New Delhi: Aspartof her pre-
Budget consultations with
stakeholders, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman will
meet farmers' associations
and agriculture economists
on Friday and seek their sug-
gestions on the policy land-
scape for politically and eco-
nomically crucial sector, re-
ports Vishwa Mohan.

“Ideas and suggestions of
stakeholders are thoroughly
discussed before Budget prepa-
ration. It's a standard proce-
dure and is followed for finalis-
ing the budget for all minis-
tries/sectors,” said an official.
This time, however, given coim-
plaints of farm and rural dis-
tress, the agriculture sector
will be a crucial component of
the Budget and will alsooutline
Modi govt's strategy for the
coming five vears.

Promises made in the in-
terim Budget may get a con-
creteshape with morespecific
allocation, sources said.

rFromP1

solve to uproot terror-

iIsm in all its forms
through “innovative means
and seamless coordination
Among various security agen-
cies,”  Amit
Shah said the
fight against
terrorism in
J&K was in a
decisive
phase. He em-
phasised on seamless coordi-
nation among security agen-
cies, identifying wvulnerable
areas and addressing the secu-
rity concerns of such areas.
Reiterating govt’s zero-toler-
ance policy against terrorism
and commitment to crack
down on terrorists through
“innovativemeans’, hedirect-
ed all security agencies to
work in a mission mode and
ensure quick response in a co-
ordinated manner:

Sources in the security es-
tablishment told TOI that the
revised counter-terror strat-
egies for Jammu region shall
includereturningtothe force
deployvment pattern of the
1990s, with more personnel
guarding the mountain
tops, resuming and intensify-

l “):Jmtingtﬁ Modi govt's re-

ing counter-operations sec-
tor-wise and strengthening
village defence committees
(VDCs) in all districts of
the Jammu region by refin-
ing their training and equip-
ping them better to bust fu-
ture terror sirikes.
“Deployment levels of
J&K police, central paramili-
tary forces as well as Army
troops will be considerably
enhanced inthe Pir Panjal re-
zion,"” a senior officer said.
With higher force deploy-
ment expected to boost the in-
telligence flow and reduce re-
sponse time to alerts on the
presence or movement of ter-

rorists in Jammu region —
which unlike the flat-floor
Valley has a difficult terrain
with limited road and com-
munication connectivity —
counter-operations will be
intensified in the days to
come. Any local support to
terrorists in Jammu divi-
sion, like Kashmir, will invite
serious consequences.

Good flow of intelligence
followed by quick response
by the counter-terror forces
has helped to curb terrorist
activities in the Valley, an of-
ficer said and added that the
strategy will now be replicat-
edinJammuregion.

‘Govt committed to :
- 100% transparency’

FFromP1

of the (Supreme) co-

urt, specific action
has been initiated. Evervt-
hing is being done under su-
pervisionof the court.”

The minister said the
govt wascommitted to
100%  transparency
for an important ex-
am like NEET “The
SC itself is keeping an
eve on the matter: Ac-
tion will be taken on
those found responsible.”

Earlier on Friday, Dhar-
mendra Pradhan had indi-
cated that scrapping the en-
tire examination was unlik-

I“ 7 eeping the cognisance

ely asthe sanctity of the pro-
cess could not be judged by
alleged irregularities at a
handful of centres. Some
states with a large presence
of a powerful lobby of edu-
cation institutes have been
opposing NEET and offici-
als argued that coaching
centres were fanning
the row as the sylla-
bus aligned with
Class 12, helping mo-
re students secure
high marks.

Officials said of
4,750 centres, concerns were
expressed at eight. There
are only a handful of centres
in Patna, where there are pa-
per lealk allegations.

- 3killed on tracks
as music by DJ
dims train sound

: Jaipur: A 50-vear-old man,
his wife, and sister-in-law
were fatally struck by a train
in Rajasthan’s Chittorgarh on
Saturday night while crossing
tracks, unable to hear the ap-
proachingtrainduetoloudJ
music from a nearby temple.
Eyewitnesses said they
tried to warn Mohanlal Dhobi,
his wife Lalita (45), and Lali-
ta’'s sister Jayvshree (40) about
the approaching Bandra-Ajm-
er Express, but their voices
were drowned out by the mu-
gie. The trio didn't use the un-
derpass. The women died on
thespot. Mohanlal succumbed
on the way to hospital. Police
handed over the bodies to the
family after postmortem. T

Cong to review ‘problem’ states,
revamp AICC and state units

Tinaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Seeking to plug
organisationalloopholesand
prepare for the future, Con-
oress president Mallikarjun
Kharge will soon kickstart a
review of states where the
party performed badly in the
recently concluded Lok Sab-
ha elections. It will be fol-
lowed by meetings with func-
tionariesof statesthatwillgo
for assembly elections in
coming months.

Sources said Congress will
effect an organisational re-
shuffle in AICC and state units
after the string of meetings
where the role of party chiefs
and managers will also be as-
sessed. Of special concern 1s
the sub-par performance in
Karnataka and Telangana,
where the party recently came
to office with a solid perform-
ance, and Himachal Pradesh,
where the party won a good

Union minister leen Rijiju with
Cong's Mallikarjun Kharge in
New Delhi on Sunday

majority but failed to win any
of the four seats in the parlia-
mentary elections. The party
also performed poorly in Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat, Delhi,
Uttarakhand, Andhra Pra-
desh and Jammu, in a repeat
of 2014 and 2019 polls.

The review is likely to
start laterthis month. The is-
sue came up for discussion in
the recent CWC meeting held
todiscussthe 2024 election re-
sults. The party also wants to

Tankha wants change
of guard in MP, C'garh

ongress Rajya Sabha MP

Vivek Tankha Sunday said
there was aneed for new lea-
dership in the party in Chha-
ttisgarh and Madhya Pradesh.
“Both states need tointros-
pectand need a new leaders-
hip," he said. Tankha's statem-
entcomes at a time when spe-
culation is rife about organis-
ational changes in both the
state Congress units. “Despite
setbacks, Congress made
significant gains overall.” Tun

quickly finalise the strategy
for Harvana, Maharashtra
and Jharkhand, which will
go for assembly elections in
the coming months.

Party sources said J&K
may goforpolls later, and it is
crucial that the unit readies
itself on the difficult turf.
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Paytm in talks with Zomato
to sell its movie, ticketing biz

Transaction Seen Valuing Fintech’s Vertical At 72,000 Crore

Asmita.Dey@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Paytm is in advan-
ced stages of discussion to
sell itsmovie and eventstick-
eting business to Zomato as
part of the fintech’s strategy
to divest its non-core assets,
sources aware of the deve-
lopment told TOIL The deal,
if finalised, could value the
business vertical of Paytmat
close to Rs 2,000 crore.

In a stock exchange filing
late Sunday, Zomato said that
it is in discussions with Pa-
vim toacquire its moviesand
events ticketing business.
The discussion, the firm =sa-
id, 13 being undertaken with
an intent to strengthen its
‘going-out’ business. “Howe-
ver, no hinding decision has
been taken at this stage that
would warrant a board app-
roval and subsequent disclo-
sure,” Zomatoadded.

In a separate filing, Payvtm
also said that the discussions

To Boost Zomato's ‘Going-Out’ Segment

» Paytm’'s movie and events
ticketing vertical is housed
under its marketing services
business which also includes
advertising, credit card
marketing, deals and
gift vouchers

> The deal with
Zomato, if finalised,
could value the business
vertical of Paytm at close
to 72,000cr

» The co had said that it aims
to achieve significant cost
efficiencies, among other
things, through the pruning of
its non-core businesses

» The deal would give a
leg-up to Zomato's going-
out business, which already
offers discovery and ticketing
of offline experiences such as
in-restaurant dining and live
events such as Zomaland

are preliminary and donot in-
volve any binding agree-
ments that require approval
or disclosure. “The company
routinely explores various
strategic opportunities ai-
med at enhancing sharehol-
der value. The potential trans-
fer of Paytm’s entertainment
business, a component of our
marketing services, is one op-
portunity under considera-
tion. Asnoted in our earnings

call, our focus will be on pay-
ment and financial services
along with digital goods com-
merce, which are designed to
help our merchants scale the-
irbusinesses,” the firm said.
“Paytm wants to focus on
its paymentsand financial ser-
vices businesses. It will only
focus on opportunities which
would help its merchants scale
their businesses,” sources sa-
id. For Zomato, the deal will

add wvalue — acquiring Pa-
yvim's movie and events ticke-
ting verticals would fit in well
with and give a leg-up to its go-
ing-out business, analysts sa-
id. The food delivery firm’s ‘go-
ing-out’ vertical already offers
discovery and ticketing of of-
fline experiences such as in-
restaurant dining and live
events such as Zomaland.

Revenues from its going-
out segment have grown by
over 100% year-on-vear to Rs
93 crore in the March quarter:
“Paytm is currently merging
its movies and the Insider
(events platform) vertical into
one team. For now, customers
may continue to book both mo-
vie& amd events on the Paytm
app,” sources said. However,
Zomata is likely to work on in-
tegrating the two verticals
within its platform once the
deal is through, they added. A
formal announcement of the
deal could happen as early as
next week, sources said.

Frequent policy changes a worry,
impact investment, says Hyundai

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Korean car ma-
jor Hyundai, which is eye-
ing a Rs 25,000 crore fund-
raise from the Indian stock
market by selling 17% equi-
ty, has flagged “frequent
changes” in govt policy as a
kev concern, sayving it im-
pacts investment flows into
Indiaaswell as pace of tech-
nology changes.

The company, which has
invested nearly Rs 30,000 cro-
re inIndiasince it began ope-
rations around 1996, has said
stability in policy will be key
to adapting confidently to
the required technological
upgrades mandated by govt.

“Another challenge that
the industry is facing is fre-
guent changes in policies,
which make it difficult for
auto industry stakeholders
not only to ensure adherence
but also commit invest-
ments,” the company said in
the Draft Red Herring Pro-
spectus filed with market re-

‘CNG share to be more than EVs by FY29’

New Delhi: Hyundai said in its DRHP that the share of EVs will go
up fromthe current 2.3% toas much as 17-20% by the end of
FY29. However, EVs will trail CNG, which will see its share go
fromthe current 15%in FY24 to 22-27% by FY29, the company
said. “CNG stationinfrastructure is projected to rise at a healthy

pacetifl 2030," itadded. tun

gulator Sebi. “Overall policy
stability and transparency
will be reguired going for-
ward to ensure smooth tech-
nology transition and locali-
sation in the country,” the
company said.

Hyundai has said it will
invest a fresh Rs 32,000 crore
in India over the next few ye-
ars, mainly towards laun-
ching electronics and crea-
ting the requisite compo-
nent and changing infrast-
ructure forthe greens, apart
from boosting its produc-
tion capacity.

It said EVs will be a key
focus area for the company
and it will start localising
the manufacturing of elec-

trics for the mainstream,
high-volume market.
However, the draft pro-
spectus also expresses con-
cerns over the localisation
norms mandated by govt,
which is pushing the growth
of EVs.“Govtisencouraging
localisation across sectors,
especially in automotive sec-
tor via policies like PLI for
automotive technology, PLI
for advanced cell chemistry,
phased manufacturing pro-
gramme, atmanirbhar Bha-
rat, and make in India. While
theend goal of localisationis
to reduce import dependen-
ce and bring down overall
manufacturing costs, it also
involves significant initial

capital investments from se-
veral stakeholders within
the automotive industry
While the government has
designed the schemes to sup-
port investments by offering
several subsidies and import
duty benefits, there are still
concerns around meeting
the eligibility criteria and
availing of the benefits,” the
company said.

It said that “simplifica-
tion and better tracking of
policies™ will ensure locali-
sation in India. “The pro-
gress of the vendors tied
up with individual OEMs
would also lead to a change
in the risk profile of the
industry from a supply-
side perspective.”

To maximise price com-
petitiveness of its EV mo-
dels, Hyundai said it intends
to focus on securing local
production capabilities for
key parts such as cells, batte-
ry packs, power electronics,
drivetrain and building a lo-
calised EV supply chain.

Hero Future
Energies to
Invest $2bn

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Hero Future
Energies, the renewable
energy arm of the Munjal fa-
mily-promoted Hero group.
will invest upwards of $2 bil-
lion over the next 30 months
to ramp up its generation ca-
pacity. It will focus on pro-
jects with energyv storage to
leverage a sharp fall in batte-
ry prices, company’s global
CEQO Srivatsan Iver told TOL.

“Currently we have an
operating capacity of 1.8 gi-
gawatts (GW). We reached
here in about 12 years. We
will implement projects with
a total capacity of 2.6 GW in
the next two-and-a-half ve-
arsas we feel the time has co-
me for the company to spread
its wings,” Iver said.

A good part of the projects
inthe pipeline include battery
energy storage systems and
were won in auctions conduc-
ted by SECI (formeriy Solar
Energy Corporation of In-
dia), the state-run agency tas-
ked with implementing the
National Solar mission.”"We
want to focus on integrating
multiple technologies such as
solar, wind and energy stora-
ge, instead of pure-play solar
or wind projects,” he said.

RBI bags risk
manager award

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI has been awar-
ded the “Risk Manager of the
Year 2024" by Central Ban-
king, UK, for improving its
risk culture and awareness.
The award was received by
REI executive director Mano-
ranjan Mishra last week,

RBI's Risk Monitoring De-
partment has been central to
formulating and implementing
an enterprise-wide risk mana-
gement (ERM) framework.
Overthepast vear, RBI hasfocu-
sed on three main areas: streng-
thening existing risk controls,
developing new frameworks to
cover a broader range of risks,
and promoting a robust risk
culture throughout the organi-
sation. Their efforts have im-
proved RBI's operational risk
management from a “mana-
ged” toan "advanced” category
by international standards.

RBI has benchmarked its
practices against internatio-
nal standards and is working
on cybersecurity controls.

Expand base, avoid super rich tax:

Surojit Gupta &
Sidhartha | rvn

ging director Sanjiv Puri

took over as the new CII
president during elections.
The industry chamber 1is re-
commending several measu-
res, including creating more
jobs, skilling and generating
political consensus on cruci-
al reforms related to land &
labour laws and farm & po-
wer sector. In an interview
with TOI, Puri emphasised
the need to widen the tax ba-
se, while rejecting higher le-
vies on the super rich and
backed a three-slab GST
structure, Excerpts:

ITE chairman and mana-

How is a coalition govt at
the Centre going to impact
policymaking?

A number of policy instru-
ments have been used in the
past, while following a model
of inclusive growth within
the fiscal glide path and dea-
ling with energy transition.
The outcome is before us, the
economy grew 8.2% last vear.
The economy is in robust he-
alth, that's really shows the
strategy of investment-led
inclusive growth is directio-
nally right, because it creates

brought in"

One of the first recommendations that Cll has given is to

create some institutional mechanism to develop consensus
on some of the big reforms of land, labour, power, agriculture, fiscal
sustainability because that also involves the states”

@& For creating good quality of jobs, Cll is recommending some
policy enablers to provide impetus to labour-intensive
sectors, like apparel, toys, retail, entertainment,
logistics, tourism, wood-based industry™

I. &% We are recommending three (GST) slabs...Real
' estate, petroleum are outside, all these should be

— SANIIV PURI | PRESIDENT, Cil

a virtuous cycle and enhan-
ces the productive capacity.
That should energise more
reforms. One of the first re-
commendations that CII has
given is to create some insti-
tutional mechanism to deve-
lop consensus on some of the
big reforms of land, labour,
power, agriculture, fiscal sus-
tainability because that also
involves the states.

Whatare the stumbling
blocks that you want govt
to remove to accelerate job
creation?

Job creation is also a responsi-
bility of the private sector,
govt mainly has to put the
enablers in place. Private ca-
pex is on the right trajectory.
In FY22-23, it was at 23.8% of
GDP which is higher than

what 1t was pre-Covid and had
dropped to 20.7% of GDP in
2021. There are several sectors
where Investments are co-
ming, sectors related to in-
frastructure, cement and ste-

el. sectors which have recei-

ved impetus PLI like electro-
nics, food processing, telecom,
pharma, logistics, renewable
energy, automobiles, EVs, se-
miconductors. On the issue of
jobs — it's about jobs and also
the quality of jobs. For crea-
ting good quality of jobs, Cll is
recommending some policy
enablers to provide impetus to
labour-intensive sectors, like
apparel, toys, retail, media,
entertainment, logistics, tou-
rism, wood-based industry
There are so many areas whe-
re the employment to capital
ratio is very favourable., So,

we're recommending employ-
ment-linked incentives for
these sectors, with some
outcome metrics.

The second important
thing is to provide impetus to
MSMEs, which create a lot of
employment and there is lar-
ger integration into global va-
lue chains. The journey has
started because the world also
is looking at supply chain di-
versification. So, free trade
agreements provide some im-
petus to this. Human capital
development and social in-
frastructure is important. We
have recommended increa-
sing the investment in educa-
tion to 6% of GDP and for he-
altheare to 3%. What is also
important is to create a vi-
brantrural economy. Thefirst
piece that has to be solved is
agriculture, both from a pro-
ductivity perspective plus al-
soresilience because weather
events are only going to multi-
ply. The second is to empower
the youth in rural areas to be
ableto participate in other op-
portunities in the economy.

There has been alot of

debate around inequality
and there have been sug-
gestions about taxing the
super rich to raise resour-

CIl prez

ces. Whatis your view?

The most important facet is
really about continuing to
create the virtuous cycle of
employment consumption,
investmentand creating good
gquality jobs. Improving farm
incomes, that's the most im-
portant area to focus on, As
farasspecificallydirecttaxis
concerned, it's more about
getting more people within
the tax system, and not resor-
ting to, as some have sugges-
ted, taxing the so-called super
rich,or(imposing)wealth tax
and things like that. The fo-
cus right now hasto be on cre-
ating an economy that crea-
tes alot of jobs, that's ultima-
tely where the solution is go-
ing to live. The second is
expanding the (tax) base.

How complex do you find
GSTin terms of number of
slabs, classification issu-
es? What changes would
you want?

We are recommending three
slabs. In addition to that, we
are also saving it should be
more inclusive. Real estate,
petroleum are outside, all
these should be brought in.
There is room for process
simplification, which is an
ongoing exercise.

Industry frets over
new ad mandate

Self-Certification Norms To Kick In From
Tomorrow As Directed By Supreme Court

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Starting Tues-
day, advertisers in India face
a new mandate: A self-decla-
ration certification (SDC), as
directed by the Supreme Co-
urt, Conceptualised as a “po-
sitive step for protecting con-
sumers, fostering trust,
transparency; and enhancing
brand reputation”, the move
aims to ensure that all stake-
holders are more vigilant
and compliant. Yet, opinion
is divided among advertising
bigwigs, media agencies, and
marketing experts on the ea-
se of its implementation and
whether it will effectively
curb the widespread issues
of misleading claims and
surrogate advertising,

On May 7, in a case invol-
ving the Indian Medical As-
sociation and the Centre, SC
directed that no advertise-
ments on television, print.
digital, or radio can be pub-
lished or aired without the
SDC, aiming to ensure comp-
liance with regulations and
prevent misleading claims.

“The entire advertising
ecosystem, be it advertisers,
agencies or publishers will
need to create internal sy-
stems to be compliant,” Ma-
nisha Kapoor, CEQO and se-
cretary general, Advertising
Standards Council of India,
told TOL.

This is true for all sectors
and categories,

“Practices such as adver-
tising reviews, prior to pub-
lishing and preventive risk-
assessments to avoid poten-
tial backlash will now be em-
bedded in the brand strategy
of anorganisation. The thre-
at of adverse impact that
emerges from this regula-

tion requires that organisa-
tions invest in verifying the
claims of external commu-
nication,” said Mustafa Sur-
ka — partner, risk advisory
services at KPMG India.

The pre-release approval
by the regulatory agency
works better for all the stake-
holders and saves time, reso-
urces and effort rather than a
post-correction, feels Nandini
Dias, former CEO of Lodestar
UM, “Often after ad is relea-
sed, someone objects and puts
a stop to it. If the ad is pulled
off, it disrupts the entire mar-
keting activity for that quar-
ter and causes huge loss to the
brand. In the Doordarshanda-
vs, one had to submit the
complete storyvboard, frame-
by-frame and get approvals,

Most consumer-focused
sectors will face
increased scrutiny, while
the lens is now on the
entire product life cycle,
say industry experts.
Several misleading ads
are still being aired,
despite the existence

of several requlatory
agencies, they add

and only after that was the
film shot. And once we had XD
approval, no other objections
were considered. Today the
scenario is far more dynamic
and complicated, it is essenti-
al to create anew system. Whi-
le there is resistance as it will
slow the systems down in the
short-run, it will be beneficial
to consumers and will help
transparency in the long-
run,” she added.

“All consumer brands
may assoclate themselves
with acause, but these claims
may not be trustworthy. For

instance, making claims like
a product is green, net zero,
plastic neutral, will all need
to be wverifiable. Building
brand trust requires clarity,
responsibility, and accurate
advertising,” sald Namrata
Rana — partner, national he-
ad (ESG), KPMG India.

Advertising experts fear
it may increase red tape, and
companiesand agencies will
need manpower to navigate
the cumbersome process.

“Thisseemstobeanexer-
cise in bureaucracy rather
than the law Creating bu-
reaucratic hurdles make
things difficult for adverti-
sers, withoutsolving the pro-
blem of misleading ads,” sa-
id Santosh Desai, adverti-
ging veteran and former
CEO, Future Brands.

More efforts may be nee-
ded. “Prima facie (the move)
has been conceptualised to
protect consumer rights. Ho-
wever, it may not be able to
curb the menace of surroga-
te advertising and mislea-
ding claims — the basic
objective for which it was
created. The entire imple-
mentation and thereafter
monitoring, policing and pu-
nishment require a lot of
thought, and is not clear at
this stage,” said Sandeep Go-
yal, chairman, Rediffusion.

In a representation to the
[&B ministry, the Indian New-
gpaper Society toohasflageed
several concerns, including
problems with the portal whe-
re self-declaration has to be
made, and sought that the
implementation may be de-
ferred. It has suggested that
the existing mechanisms sho-
uld be strengthened and govt
may consider limiting the
mandate to healthcare rela-
ted or medical ads.

IN THE
CLASSROOM

MFs’ Net Asset Value:
The What, When (Is It
Calculated) & How

Every mutual fund scheme declares its net asset
value (NAV) at the end of each working day. The
NAV is updated daily at 11 pm for all schemes, except
for fund of funds, which are updated at 10 am the
next day and displayed on websites of the fund house,
Amfi, and investment platforms.

What Is Net Asset Value?

The NAV represents a fund's per unit market value. This is the price
at which investors are allotted units by the fund house or the price

. processed at the same day's
. NAV. The cut-off time for

| purchase orders in liquid and
- overnight funds is 1:30 pm.

. For buy orders, the fund

. house should receive the

. payment by the cut-off time
. for applicability of same-day
| NAV. Orders & payments

. received beyond cut-off

- times will be processed at

| the next trading day's NAV

at which they can sell it back to the fund house. This is calculated by
dividing the total value of all the assets in a portfolio, minus all its
liabilities. The NAV is calculated by the fund house or by an accounting
firm hired for the purpose.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https://fwww_sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-208-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com, Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Is NAV Key In
" Picking A Scheme?

' Wealth managers believe the

' mere NAY number of a scheme
. is irrelevant for an investor

. looking to buy a mutual fund. It
. should not matter to an

- investor if the NAVisz10 or 2

. 1,000. Take, for example, an

. investment of 71 lakh each in

. Scheme A at a NAV of 720 and

| Scheme B at a NAV of 50. The
- investment amount being

- egual, Scheme A would appear
. cheaper as 5,000 units were

| allotted compared to 2,000

| units in Scheme B. Now

. suppose both schemes grow

- by 10% in a month. Scheme A's
. NAV will be 722 and Scheme

. B's will be ¥55. The value of

| your investment in both cases

When Is Scheme’s NAV Calculated?

The NAV is calculated and declared after market closing hours at
the end of the day. Since stock prices move up and down every
second, it is difficult to calculate NAV during market hours as the
price of the underlying stocks in the portfolio could change. Hence,
the NAV is calculated at the end of every market day, factoring in
the closing market prices of the securities that the fund holds.

What Is The Applicability Of A Day’s NAV?

Investors are allocated units in a scheme after a fund house
receives money to purchase units on a market trading day. For
equity and debt funds, and redemptions from liquid and overnight
funds, orders placed before the cut-off time of 3 pm will be

- i571,10,000.

. For two schemes with

. identical portfolios and other
. things remaining constant, the
| difference in NAV will hardly
| matter and both schemes

- will grow at the same rate.

- Financial planners say daily

. changes in NAV don't matter.
| Itis best to look at the

- annualised return of a fund

- over different timeframes to

. Judge its performance.

= PRASHANT MAHESH




12

CONTRAPUNTO

It is error alone which needs the support of govt.
Truth can stand by itself

-THOMAS JEFFERSON

EC, Talk Better

Controversy over Mumbai North West LS poll
result must be settled quickly by the commission

hat the Mumbal North West Lok Sabha victory would

I snowball intoa controversy was almosta given. When Shinde

Sena nominee Ravindra Waikar beat UBT Sena candidate

Amol Kirtikar by 48 votes after recounting of both EVMs and postal

ballots, concerns of a miscount amped up to strong suspicions of

misconduct in opposition camps. UBT Sena and others allege three
serious counts of wrongdoing,.

One, Shinde Sena candidate’s agent/associate used a mobile
phone inside the counting area. None except the Returning Officer
can carry a mobile phone into counting centres. Call records of this
phone are under police investigation. Two, following SC’s order to
storeall VVPAT machines with symbol loading units, UBT Sena has
soughttechnical inspectionof thesame-but EC website apparently
hasno SOP for such a technical probe, so it’s vague what the “probe”
might entail. Three, allegations centre on RO at the NESCO centre,
-  thesiteof irregularities.

That very day, both Kirtikar and party
workers raised alarm over the counting.
Once the presence of an unauthorised
phone was established, surely EC could
have reacted immediately by putting out a
statement. This kind of incident puts EC
in the spotlight, not simply the state poll
commission. And every such incident
contributes to the chatter. For instance,
before counting day, opposition sought
EC walkback on allowing postal ballots to
be counted after EVMs. Law says postal
ballots be counted first. Why tweak that in the first place?

Kirtikar has written to EC with his complaints. Mumbai North
West has pressed all the buttons for those asking for complete
transparency of theelection process. ECisfirmaboutsanctity of its
processes; it holds results speak for themselves. It argues due
process is underway. But reality is instances where EC doesn’t make
its response public run the risk of getting a life of their own online.
EC must necessarily communicate to today’s alert electorate on its
due processes.

In the internet era, EC has faced civil society scrutiny like never
before. Reliability of EVMs, including VVPATS, its “unhackability”,
isat thecore of EC'sbusinessof trust. Elon Musk’s tweet, unrelated
to India’s election, that EVMs should be done away with, can only
add fuel to the fire. EC has vet to make a statement on breaches of
protocol. It must engage with the electorate more - on processes, its
parallel paper trails, and its MO in the event of a breach.

Swiss Fantasy

Ukraine-Russia peace conference without Moscow
in the room, is more spectacle than substance
P I ore than 90 countries participating in a weekend conference

to forge a peace plan for Ukraine, suggested its ambition

was realistic. But this was an out and out misreading.
Because one crucial country was not invited: Russia. International
mediators are not going to get far without first bringing both Ukraine
and Russia to the same negotiating table,

Western prioritisation | This conference in Switzerland was
preceded by a G7 commitment to a new $50bn loan for Ukraine,
securitised through interest on the frozen assets of Russia’s central
bank. Anarchitectof thisplan, US treasury secretary Janet L Yellen
says that it's about “getting Russia to help pay for the damage it's
caused”. This 1s quite a distinct goal
from a ceasefire or peace.

Russian maximalism | Even less
formidable goals - from food security to
return of Ukrainian children - cannot
be accomplished without negotiations
with Russia itself. The great stumbling
block, of course, is “the realities of
today” that are Putin’s precondition to
negotiate. He wants to hold on to the Ukrainian territory gained
through incremental advances on the battlefield, and more. Such
maximalism has been propped up by the surprising resilience
shown by both Russia’s military and economy. And now an additional
factoris,calculatingthat he will geta better deal by waitingitouttill
Trumpis US president.

Middle ground | A March opinion poll found that Ukrainians
under 35 are the most pessimistic about victory and the most willing
to accept limited war outcomes. Two vears of death and destruction
later, the bitterest truth is actually identical for Zelenskyy and Putin.
Itisthat victory remains elusive for both Ukraine and Russia. This is
what international diplomacy must build on. A shared truth is more
fertile ground for compromise, than an unshared conference.

Fashion vs Fahrenhelt

Neanderthals matched dress to weather, we don't

Shinie Antony

| Theweather is a handy icebreaker. We say ‘too hot’ and ‘such a
cold winter’ to fill awkward pauses. Harmless, obvious state-
ments like these further the cause of human interaction, and
let us all oceupy the planet in consensual boredom. In fact,
entire marriages have gotten by on weather reports - ‘1 love yvou’
replaced by ‘looks like rain’. Novelists go on and on about the
snowclad and the sun-dappled... But all ye who take its name in vain, beware!
Weather wreaks revenge by being utterly unpredictable. It blows hot and cold.

However humid it may be, no human being is willing to sacrifice sartorial
levels for comfort. At the ministerial swearing-in ceremony in Delhi recently,
conducted in the open air, everyone came in bandhgalas and Banarasis, Brocade
was the dress code. This despite the fact that due to an insufferable summer
the city is stewing in its own juices. Deep underneath such finery, where the

innermost fabric scratches skin, is where global warming gets

m y personal. We are all about style statements. In strappy white linen

when it's freezing and quilted jackets when sunny, pants cut at the

l—"/) ankle as if’ expecting floods, hair left loose in gyms. Spanx under
skinny jeans twosizes small even if vital organsasphyxiate.

There was a time when cavemen ripped off the fur of the first bear they met to
keep warm. In summers Neanderthals turned up naked for business meetings.
Wardrobes used to be straightforward, attuned to climate conditions. But in the
era of selfies, being photo-ready trumps discomfort. A grand occasion, like say a
wedding or funeral, cannot succumb to whimsical temperatures. The kanjeeva-
rams and Nehru jackets must be unpacked, dryveleaned and donned on D-day; just
like the white chikankari kurtas must be teamed with mournful cream or beige
dupattas. Brides and bridegrooms gently steam on stage in all their dolled-up
finery. A corpse seldom minds the thinness of cotton sheets inside icy morgues.

Vanity at some point meets ACs and central heating, when entering a door
means frostbitten Narnia or the fires of hell. In a magical reversal of Celsius,
you are now boiling or shivering. Suddenly covered in goosebumps, rubbing
vour arms, shifting closer to people for warmth, like the Little Match Girl
lighting her last matchstick. Or beaded with perspiration and expected to
remove your sweater, your sole outerwear. That's when you insist it's actually
cold and borrow someone’s shawl.

MORE THE CHATTER 5852

LESS THE MATTER

Note For FM: Save For India

THE TIMES OF INDIA
MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2024

Declining savings rate is a red flag in a growing economy. Unemployment as an election
issue showed how low savings-led patterns of growth have a political cost

Narendar Pani

With general elections behind us. FM
can take a step back from celebrating
high growth rates and the size of the
Indian economy tolook more closely at
some points of concern. Election
results were a reminder that India’s
growth rates haven't always translated into an improve-
ment in critical social indicators as well as in
emplovment.

The conventional wisdom that inequality
does not matter if growth is high enough to lift
large numbers above an economists-defined
poverty line, is losing some of its political sheen.
Besides, there are warning signals in the growth
process itself. Prominent among these red flags is
the challenge of declining savings rates,

Savings trend since 1991 | The
proportion of Gross Domestic
Savings to GDP since libera-
lisation began has followed
aninverted U curve. It rose
steadily from 23.3% of
GDP in 1990-91 t0 37.8% in
2007-08. Since then, there
has been an equally
steady decline, reaching
28.2% in 2020-21. Studies |
have shown that the !
increase was largely
achieved through increased
inequality. As the share of
therich in GDP rose, income
moved from the poor who
consumed most of their
earnings to the rich who could
afford to save more.

Increasing savings by
raising the share of the
rich in GDPE, necessarily
limits, if not squeezes,
the share of consump-
tion of the poor This
pattern cannot continue indefinitely

In a democracy, there is political pressure to transfer
resources to the worst off through welfare measures.
While these measures could be dismissed as freebies,
they've become a political necessity. There's also the
possibility that, bevond a point, a rising share of income

tor those at the top of the economic pyramid may only
lead to assets being held outside the country, without a
sustained effect on domestic savings. And there are signs
that this has become an increasingly significant factor.

Price to pay for shift to tech | Decline in the rate of
gavings hasn't had an immediate impact on growth.
Rise in FDI has made up for some of the shortfall in
domestic investment. There has also been a structural
shift in the Indian economy towards more productive
gsectors. But these are not unmixed blessings.
FDI can fluctuate quite sharply The shifts to more
productive sectors are no doubt very good news as
faras growth rates are concerned, but this increase
in productivity often comes from movement
towards more capital-intensive
. work practices. This can
leave large sections of the
labour force out of work.
With employment already
becominga political issue,
there'll be a price to be
paid for a sustained
shift to labour-
substituting tech-
nologies. Lower
§ | domesticsavings
rates thus raise
the prospects of
both fluctuating
growth rates as well
as patterns of growth
that are insensitive to
employment.
Reviving domestic
savings rates would need
areviewof economicstrate-
gies that have taken deep
root since liberalisation. In
his 1991 Budget speech,
Manmohan Singh suggested
gpening up the economy to
make Indian industry more
competitive. When that did
not always happen, the eco-

nomy became more dependent on foreign investment,
both FDI and Foreign Institutional Investment (F11).

Losing out on small investors | Efforts to make India
more attractive to Flls included sustained pressure to
move from multiple regional stock exchanges to two

large stock exchanges in Mumbai. Closure of regional
stock exchanges had a negative impact on the still-
developing links between local savings and investment
in emerging corporate entities,

The regional stock exchanges helped businesses
with local reputations to raise local capital. The more
successful among these businesses could then move on
to the national and even international stage. The
Ambanis may have been the more striking story of
movement from small business to a global empire, but
they were not the only ones.

The emergence of local economic players also
suited another dominant, but usually ignored, trend in

the Indian economy: the

e movement from agricul-
. ture to industry Agrarian
Beyond a point, a families with access to
1< traditional capital had an
rising snare o Fer e int
= opportunity to move into
income forthetop | .. inducir
3 v, and then
of the economic use their loeal reputations
- to tap regional capital.
p}'l'ﬂl'l‘lld may ““I¥ This also allowed small
|Eﬂl.'| to assets bemg savers to invest in the ent-
held outside the Er%t;iﬂes Ef f:amilliJEE they
- y 1.
country, withouta ™ 5 o
z e closure of regional
sustained effecton stock exchanges cut a
= . critical link in thischain.
d:!ﬂ?iglﬂ SH:II'IHS. The large stock exchanges
This Is alrea ya were associated with much
sianificant factor larger Initial Public Offers
g

(TPOs), where the mini-
mum investment was well beyond the capacity of very
small investors. From a capital market in the 1980s
where investors with no more than 1,000 could apply
for shares in TPOs, we moved to a regime where such
investors had no place.

Revive regional stock exchanges | A meaningful strategy
to raise the savings rate would need to build links
between small saversand thelocal, national and global
economies. This would require mobilising local
savings in ways that develop the relationship between
local investors and small savers. This could include
the revival of regional stock exchanges as small cap
exchanges. as well as other financial innovations that
recognise all levels of the economic pyramid from the
bottom tothe top.

The writer is JRD Tata Chair Visiting Professor, National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengalury

Why Govt Jobs Should Be Less Secure

Dismissing or demoting bureaucrats must be made simpler to ensure efficiency and
accountability. Without this, no administration can achieve the speed of development it desires

Praveen Gedam & Arghya Sengupta

With a new govt taking
charge, the spotlight
turns to bureaucrats
a4 who'll work to fulfil

' its mandate. The

h d ; tenure and service
conditions of bureaucrats are often overlooked, but
are critical toensuring the whole govt works in concert
to achieve its development goals. Highest in criticality
is the ability of govtto hire and fire civil servants.

Mis-firing officers | Most of us haven't heard of a

importance. But it also means that it's extremely difficult
to get rid of employees who're not discharging their
duties. Anecdotally, we know of numerous cases where
an engineer was unaware of standard guidelines for
construction, a police officer prepared a criminal char-
gesheet under civillaws, and a clerk couldn’t even write
the name of his office. Most of them, and countless
others like them, continue to ‘serve’.

Long & winding process | Here's how extant disciplinary
rules work in practice. The process starts with gathe-
ring evidence, followed by a showcause notice, some-

govtemployee being fired. This tells us how super
secure govt jobs are. That’s one reason why lakhs
of highly educated people apply for lower-level
govt positions every year, and why govt servants
are often preferred over higher paid private-
sector emplovees in arranged marriages.

Such security of tenure was a key feature of
govt jobs globally as well, but has changed over
time. In India, it hasn't.

Pleasure to permanence | Traditionally, all civil
servants served at the “pleasure” of the Crown.
This meant that the monarch could dispense with
their service at any time. When India became a
democratic republic, this was sought to be balanced
by the need to create an independent and empowered
bureaucracy, Thisled tothe incorporation of Article
311 of the Constitution based on which disciplinary
laws for govt servants were enacted. But the process
laid down has become so complicated over the years
that it’s almost impossible to dismiss someone from a
govtjob. The only exception is if the person isconvicted
by a criminal court, another rarity in India for govt
servants, The pendulum has swung from pleasure to
permanence.

Unlike private sector, where bosses can fire some-
one for not doing her job well, in govt it's practically
impossible. No doubt, job security is of paramount

that time, every stakeholder other than the employee
involved has moved on, and the problem leading to the
inquiry isn't seen as important anymore. As a result,
the emplovee is usually declared not guilty:

Urgentreform needed | For an efficient, modern, service-
oriented bureaucracy, this process must be simplified.
It should be completed within three months, during
which other stakeholders (say, seniors and affected per-
sons)are still around and consequences of misconduct
of the employee are fresh in memory. Second, the
guantum of punishment should also be an effective
deterrent. At least for corruption, inefficiency, lack
of delivery, insubordination, gross negligence and
frequent absenteeism, major punishments such as

dismissal or demotion should be made mandatory.

Idea for first 100 days | That said, protection from
undue influences needs to be kept intact or even
bolstered by shielding bureaucrats from arbitrary
transfers (legally not punishments, but in practice
s0) through enacting suitable rules. The Indian
bureaucrat is rightly praised for holding the vast
and diverse country together, and guiding it
towards progress. But at the same time, she is
alsocriticised, again rightly so, for being slow and
inefficient.
AsIndia celebrates 75 years of its Constitution
and with govt ready to unveil its first-100-day plan,
it's time to rethink how govt itself works. Listening

times suspension, hearing the govt employee’s side,
deciding whether to conduct an inquiry, gathering
moreevidence, preparing achargesheet, appointingan
inquiry officer, holding hearings, examinations and
cross-examinations, giving the employee a chance to
defend, preparing a report, giving this report to the
emplovee, hearing the employee again twice — first on
the report, and then usually also on the quantum of
punishment - seeking views of the public service
commission, and then finally makinga decision.
Unsurprisingly, this takes years to complete. By

to people and reducing friction are important.
A part of this can be achieved by ensuring faster and
tougher punishments for bureaucratic inefficiencies
while increasing protection of bureaucrats from undue
influences. We must move away from the idea that govt
jobs should be secure and permanent at any cost. Instead,
let us start instilling accountability by ensuring that
the dead wood is weeded out regularly and expeditiously:
This will be one reform that will change the face of govt
service for 100 years.
Gedam is Divisional Commissioner, Nashik, Sengupta is
Research Director: Vidhi Cenitre for Legal Policy
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Knowledge Of The Self Liberates Us From Sorrows

V Balasubramaniam

di Shankaracharya said,
A“Tl‘mugh ignorance, avidya is

beginningless - it is completely
wiped out by the emergence of Vidya,
knowledge.”

Ignorance never goes away unless
knowledge, its opposite, is born. The
moment we learn what a pot is like, our
unfamiliarity with it is over. Similarly;

e . e :
when we learn what a camera is like, darkness. Tryving to sweep ::,":, v When ajnan, unaware-
our lack of knowledge of how it works darkness outof adark ness, isremoved, there is

is addressed.

Vedanta revealsthat all our sorrows,
fears, anxieties, stress, and confusion
are not because we do not know physics,
maths, or other subjects; they are
because we do not know ourselves.

Only knowledge of the Self liberates us
from all sorrows and leads to a state of
fearlessness,

In Vivekachudamani, Shankara-

charva states that all our sufferings are
only due toalack of awareness of our
true nature, Justasalack of under-
standing of physics can only be remedied
by learning about physics, an absence
of self-awareness can only be remedied
by acquiring Self-knowledge.
Action cannot sublimate
ignorance. Knowledge does
verily destroy avidya just as
lighteradicates deep

roomisfutile. Evenif an
army of mencarry the
darkness in baskets and
pour it out, the room will
still be dark. Sweeping isnottheright
method of removing darkness. Only
light can remove darkness, however
thick it may be. Similarly, ignorance in
us can be overcome by the purelight of
Self-knowledge, That is why itis said

©

only solution.

action cannot sublimate ignorance;
knowledge is its only antidote. By
removing avidya, one uncovers the Self.
The Bhagwad Gita states that the
Lord does not take the virtue or sin of
any; knowledge is enveloped by
ignorance, and thereby, beings are
deluded (5.15). Our scriptures clearly
say ignorance is the problem, and
knowledge of the Self isthe

nothing more to be done.
Everythingisclear, like
THE SPEAK |H’G TH. EE da}?ligh L. IgﬂDI‘ﬂIIEE islike
night; when it passes, vou
areinthedavlight of enlightenment,
Sometimes, we see thick mist
enveloping a garden. If we try tograb
it, nothing comes into our hands. It is
not a wall; we can walk through it. Still,
itobstructs our vision and hinders our

progress. The mist continues till the
bright sunlight emerges. Thereafter, it
evaporates, Similarly, this inexplicable
ignorance causes troubles and endless
SOrrows in our consciousness. [t can be
dispelled only by the flash of Self-
knowledge.

Asachild, one looks, touches, tastes,
smells, and listens to the sound, which
isa word naming the object being
perceived. Inthis way, ignorance is
shed, and knowledge is gained, first of
forms and names, then of colour and
otherrelated attributes. Later, finer
distinctions, including shades of
colour, various sizes, and shapes,
become apparent.

Ignorance is present in every
individual; itis like a dark place where
the light of knowledge is essential. Itisa
cause of bondage and will disappear,
justasasolitary lamp dispels darkness
inadark room,
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“WE'VE LET THE ENTIRE NATION
DOWN AND WE ARE SORRY. BUT WE
HAVE NEVER TRAVELLED THIS
MUCH FOR A WORLD CUP. IT’S NOT
AN EXCUSE. ONLY SRI LANKA AND
THE DUTCH PLAYED FOUR MATCHES
IN FOUR DIFFERENT LOCATIONS.”
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USA DONE, OFF TO

India Hit The Nets In
Barbados Today As
Afghans Loom In Super 8

TIMES IN

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

Miami: It's travel time. The American
duty is over for India and now we're
into what matters most — the Super-8
in the West Indies.

There wasn't everything perfect
about the US leg —bad pitches, poor
outfield, washed out game — but India
didn’t find it too tough to cross the first
hurdle of the month-long marathon.
Now it's Afghanistan, Bangladesh
(most likely) and Australia in Barba-
dos, Antigua and 5t Lucia respectively.
And with two teams going ahead from
the group — Rohit Sharma’s boys
should be there in Guvana for the
semifinal on June 27.

With their last league game against
Canada at Fort Lauderdale getting
washed out without a ball being bowled,
Team India players got a bit of time to
put their feet up and relax. But with no
practice also possible since their last
match in New York on June 12, batting
coach Vikram Rathour sounded a little
worried. *This was of course not ideal.
We would have preferred to build on the
momentum and this was the game to
express ourselves. But there's not much
we can do about it,” Rathour said.

The Indian team will hit the nets
in Barbados on June 17 to prepare for
their game against Afchanistan — a
team that has been in fine form so far.
But much like India, they, too, haven't
played in Barbados and will have to
adapt to conditions. The England vs
Australia game was played at the
Kensington Oval where the Aussies
had plundered 201 and then leggie
Adam Zampa got 2/28 to become Man
of the Match.

Unlike Nassau County Ground in
New York, where India playved their
three games, the Kensington Oval pitch
should be batting-friendly and with no
dew in the equation, the spinners, too,
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Rohit Sharma and team during
one of their league encounters
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could come in handy

It's to be seen whether India stick to
the four-pacer theory or drop Moham-
med Siraj, whose form has been slight-
Iy up and down, and play Kuldeep Yadav
as the third spinner. Rathour kept the
options open when he said; “We need to
be a flexible team. We need to look at
the conditions that are in front of us
and be ready to deal with those., We'll
react to what we get on that day and we
have the resources to deal with any con-
dition,” Rathour said.

Afghanistan, of course, is a team
that banks heavily on spinners with
Rashid Khan leading the line. Moham-
med Nabi and Noor Ahmed are the two
other spinners who should get the nod.
All of them were part of the IPL and
they know everything about bowling to
the Indian batters.

For India, it will be erucial that Virat

Kohli, who had an indifferent USA leg
with scores of 1.4 and 0, gets into the
groove. Opening the batting, it could
well be on Kohli to take the attack to the
Afghan bowlers, and we might see him
playing the slog sweep, a weapon that
he has included in his arsenal to deal
with the spin.

Rathour insists that a “hungrier™
Kohli, following his slight bad patch in
New York, could be even more danger-
ous. “I have absolutely no concern
about his form. He batted superbly in
the IPL and a couple of dismissals here
doesn’t change anything. Actually, it's
good that he is a little hungrier, he is
really keen to do well and really
switched on,” Rathour said.

That should be music to the ears of
all those fans who have been waiting for
India to break a decade-long 1CC title
jinx. The signs so far aren't bad at all.

Pant, Arshdeep emerge
as key players for India

Team Looking Forward To More Contributions From The Duo

Dwaipayan.Datta
@timesgroup.com

Miami: These are two guys at
two different ends of the spec-
trum. One's a phenomenal tal-
ent who is still lucky to be
alive, let alone plaving, while
the other is an honest frier
who keeps fighting.

Rishabh Pant and Arsh-
deep Singh are two completely
different personalities, but if
vou're to closely analyse In-
dia’s United States leg of the
T20 World Cup — they are the
two stars who have gone
slightly under the radar.

Arshdeep, of course, has
won a Man of the Match award
with a spell of 4/9 against the
United States, but Pant’s con-
tribution has almost going un-
noticed. In all the three games
that India won, the wicketkeep-
er-batter who is plaving for
India for the first time after his
life-threatening injury late in
2022, played crucial knocks. 36
not out, 42 and 18 might not
look huge, but if vou put it in
context, the importance be-
comes clearer,

Pant is batting at No. 3, a
position that is always reserved
for the creme-de-la-creme of
any batting line-up. And in New
York, Pant came into bat when
India lost the early wicket of
Virat Kohli with virtually noth-
ing on the board.

The world knows Pant is a
dynamite with the bat, but what
made it special for him here was
he wasn't always at his destruc-
tive best. Yet, the southpaw
never went below run a ball, in
fact his 31-ball 42 against Paki-
stan was probably the best bat-
ting effort on the New York
minefield by any batter

Pant’s promotion to the No.
3 spot was the product of a
brain-wave of captain Rohit
Sharma, who seems to have
meticulously prepared for this
T20 World Cup after the heart-
break of the ODI World Cup in
India. “The moment I saw Pant

Reuters

Arshdeep Singh and Rishabh Pant celebrate a Pakistan wicket
during the league stage of the T20 World Cup in New York

bat in the IPL, I knew where he
would be batting in the World
Cup,” Rohit said in one of his
press conferences. The deci-
gion was communicated to the
wicketkeeper-batter early and
the 26-yvear-old has gone out of
his way to justify the captain’s
faith in him.

In New York before the first
game, on a practice pitch which
everyvone was avoiding due to
its uneven nature, Pant asked
the throwdown expert to test
him with vicious short balls
from less than 22 yards. Pant
was getting hit on the body a
few times, but you could see
that the lion-hearted cricketer
was trying to overcome fear,

The team management was
also looking to have the left-
right combination going
through the middle-order,
something that Pant’s promo-
tion facilitates. In his decision
to promote Pant to No. 3, Rohit
isin fact looking forward to the
West Indies leg as well, where
he wants to use the dasher's
counter-attacking abilities.

“The kind of ability he has,
it's always tough to find the
right number for Pant. But
with three right-handers in
the top four, T thought it was
nice to have him in the middle.
And later on, in West Indies,
when spin is going to play a
big part, his counterattacking
can come into picture in a big

way, He has got an all-round
game and we want to utilize
that upfront, where he gets to
play maximum balls along
with some of the other expe-
rienced playvers,” Rohit said.

While Pant's batting is cru-
cial to India’s success going
forward, Arshdeep’s ability to
swing the new ball and deliver
the vorker at the death are
equally important. The fact
that he is also a left-armer
adds the much-needed variety
to the pace attack, which has
three more right-armers.

After doing well against
Ireland, Arshdeep was entrust-
ed to bowl the last over against
Pakistan, where he did just
enough to keep the desperate
batters at bay. That was fol-
lowed by his matchwinning
effort against USA and in all
probability, if the team man-
agement decides to go with
three specialist pacers in West
Indies in the X1, he will be one
of them. Arshdeep, though,
doesn't want to think that far,
“1 remember what (batting
coach) Vikram Rathour told us
in the team meeting — ‘stay
where your feet are’. So right
now, we just stay in the present
and prepare for that.”

For now, the Super-8s are
“the present” and Arshdeep
would surely love to be at the
top of his game at the Kens-
ington Oval on Thursday,

Pakistan register
consolation 3-wkt
win over Ireland

Lauderhill: Pakistan beat Ire-
land by three wickets to regis-
ter a consolation win in their
inconsequential T20 World
Cup match here on Sunday.

Pakistan and Ireland have
already been eliminated from
the tournament with India and
debutants USA progressing to
the Super 8 from Group A.

Left-arm pacers Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Mohammad
Amir wreaked havoc with the
new ball, helping Pakistan
restrict [reland to 106 for nine.

Shaheen finally came to
the party, albeit in a lost cause,
refurning with impressive
figures of 3/22, while Amir
scalped two wickets for 11
runs as Pakistan bowlers ig-
nited fire on a damp pitch af-
ter electing to bowl.

Imad Wasim (3/8) bowled
brilliantly while Haris Rauf
(1/17)yalsoaccounted for a batier:
Gareth Delanv (31 off 19) and
Mark Adair (15 off 19) shared
32-run for the seventh wicket to
keep Ireland in the game.

Pakistan made a heavy
weather of the chase as they
were reduced to 57 for 5in 9.3
overs before skipper Babar
Azam (32 not out) and Abbas
Afridi (17) did the repair job.

Barrv McCarthy (3/15) was
the pick of Ireland bowlers.

BRIEF SCORES: Ireland 106/9
(Delany 31; Shaheen 3/22, Imad
3/8, Amir 2/11) lost to Pakistan
111/7 in 18.5 overs (Babar 32
n.o.; McCarthy 3/15). Acencies

Pakistan's Shaheen Shah Afridi
collides with teammate Usman
Khan while taking a catch

Australia sink brave Scotland; England reach Super 8

Gros Islet (St Lucia): Australia saw
off a determined challenge from
Scotland to claim a five-wicket vic-

from skipper Richie Berrington,
only 6% runs came off the last 52
balls of the innings when Scotland

lapsed to 13-2 after losing the toss.
But a stand of 56 between the
Yorkshire duo of Harry Brook (47

Wiese retires from
international cricket

tory in a decisive final Group B
match of the T20 World Cup for both
teams at the Daren Sammy Stadium
here on Saturday

Replyving to the Scots’ 180 for five,
their highest total in a T20 World
Cup match, half-centuries from
Travis Head (68; 49b, 5x4, 4%6) and
Marcus Stoinis (59; 29b, 9x4, 2x6
paced them to the target and a 100
percent winning record in the group
with two balls to spare. Tim David’s
unbeaten 24 off 14 balls finished the
job to lift Australia to 186 for five,

But he required a generous slice
of luck when dropped at deep mid-
wicket before finishing off the
match with a huge six in the same
direction off the next ball from
seamer Brad Wheal.

That result also eliminated Scot-
land and allowed title-holders Eng-

Marcus Stoinis
in action against
Scotland '

land, who beat Namibia by 41 runs
earlier in the day in a rain-affected
match in Antigua, to qualify for the
Super Eight alongside Australia.
Earlier, Brandon Mc Mullen led
the Scottish effort with a topscore of
60 off 34 balls after they were put in.
His ultra-aggression, and support

from opener George Munsey (35) in
an 89-run second-wicket partnership,
pushed the scoring rate up to ten runs
per over. However Australia were able
to regain a measure of containment
when McMullen fell to leg-spinner
Adam Zampa in the 12th over,
Despite a battling unbeaten 42

would have been looking to putupa
total in excess of 200.

Glenn Maxwell’s off-spin earned
him the best figures of two for 44
although Zampa was the most eco-
nomical, conceding 30 runs off his
four overs.

A team that prides itself on im-
peccable fielding and catching, Aus-
tralia fell away from that high stand-
ard with six chances, of varying
degrees of difficulty, being put down
by the 2021 champions.

Brook boost for England
Anything other than win would have
seen England knocked out and they
were left fearing an early exit when
rain delayed the scheduled start by
three hours.

England, in a match eventually
reduced to 10 overs per side, col-

not out off 20 balls) and Jonny
Bairstow (31) helped take them to a
total of 122-5.

Namibia were left with a target
of 126 under the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern method for rain-interrupted
matches. But they were never up
with the required run-rate against
England’s new-ball duo of Reece To-
pley (0-6 in two overs) and Jofra
Archer (1-15), with the non-Test na-
tion finishing on 84-3.

BRIEF SCORES: Scotland 180/5
{(McMullen 60, Berrington 42 n.o,
Munsey 35; Maxwell 2-44) lost to
Australia 186/5 in 19.4 overs (Head 68,
Stoinis 59, David 24 n.o; Watt 2-34,
Sharif 2-42).

England 122/5 in 10 overs (Brook 47 n.o,
Bairstow 31; Trumpelmann 2-31) bt
Namibia 84/3 in 10 overs (Van Lingen
33, Wiese 27). AseNCIES

GALLERY

DeChambeau
leads in US Open

American Bryson DeCham-
beau has a three-stroke
lead (seven-under par 203)
going into Sunday's final
round of the US Open at
Pinehurst. Rory Mcllroy on
four-under 206 with Amer-
ican Patrick Cantlay and
France's Matthiew Pavon
are following him. arp

Walsh sets aworld
record: Gretchen Walsh
shattered the 100m butter-
fly world record in the
semifinals at the US Olym-
pic trials on Saturday. He
clocked 55.18sec to eclipse
the 55.48sec record set by
Sweden's Sarah Sjoestroem
at Rio Olympics. arp

Nagal loses in Perugia
Challenger final: Sumit
Nagal's nine-match winning
run ended after a 6-1, 6-2
loss to home favourite
Luciano Darderi in the final
of the ATP Challenger in
Perugia on Sunday. tww

ACTION TODAY

CRICKET: T20 WC: B'desh vs
Nepal 5am; SLvs Ned 6am;
NZ vs PNG 8pm (Star Sports)
FOOTBALL: Euro 2024;
Romaniavs Ukraine 6. 30pm;
Belgium vs Slovakia 9.30pm;
Austria vs France, 12 30 am
Tuesday (Sony Sports)

BCCI may introduce
awards in jr. cricket

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Inafirst, the BCCI
is likely to start giving Play-
er of the Match/Series
awards in all
its junior
tournaments
from the 2024-
25 domestic
season  on-
wards, TOI
has learnt, A decision re-
garding this could be taken
at the BCCI's apex council
meeting on June 18. BCCI
secretary according to the
agenda (TOI has a copy) cir-
culated to the members.

The BCCI conducts Un-
der-16 (Vijay Merchant Tro-
phy), U-19({Cooch Behar Tro-
phy) and U-23 (CK Nayudu
Trophy) tournaments at the
junior level for men, and the
U-15, U-19 and U-23 events for
women. While the govern-
ing body of the game gives
annual awards for the best
performers in these tournas-
ments, this could be the first
time that ‘POTM' and
‘POTS" awards are given to
the players at thislevel.

On May 11, BCCI secreta-
rv Jay Shah had announced
that the Board wanted to
eliminate the toss in the CK
Nayudu Trophy for the 2024-
25 season, with the visiting
team now havingtherightto

choose whether to bat or
bowl first.

Meanwhile, showing
some leniency to some play-
ers who still have a foreign
passport (but have surren-
dered it in favour of an Indi-
an passport), the BCCI is al-
30 considering granting
“temporary permission to
players with foreign pass-
port who have surrendered
such foreign passport in fa-
vour of Indian passport” to
enable such players to par-
ticipate in domestic cricket.

This paper had reported
on May 23 that the BCCI has
made it mandatory for a
player to have an Indian
passport in order to be eligi-
ble to participate in the
BCCl's tournaments, even if
he/she has a P10/0OCI (Per-
son of Indian Origin/Origi-
nal Country India) card.

The apex council will al-
s0 be provided with an up-
date on the new National
Cricket Academy in Benga-
luru, which is likely to be
launched in August, and the
North East Development
Project . The meeting will al-
so ratify all the changes to
domestic cricket proposed
by a special committee, com-
prising head coach Rahul
Dravid and chief selector
Ajit Agarkar, for the 2024-25
SeAs0r.

North Sound (Antigua): Na-
mibia allrounder David Wiese
has retired from international
cricket after his teams final T20
World Cup group stage match
against England on Sunday.

Namibia's campaign ended
after their third group stage
loss on Sunday to defending
champion England. Their
only win in the tournament
came against Oman.

After Wiese was dismissed
in the final over of Namibia's
chase, he raised his helmet and
bat to the crowd as he walked
off before being greeted by his
teammates at the dugout,

“The next T20 World Cup is
still two vears away, I'm 39
years old now, so in terms of
international cricket, [ don't

know 1if
there's
much
left in
me,"
Wiese
said later:
Wiese,
who usually
bats in the middle order, was
promoted up the order to no.
3, smashed two sixes and a
four in successive Adil Rashid
in his 27 off 12 innings.
Originally from South Af-
rica, Wiese has played in three
consecutive T20 World Cups for
Namibia. Wiese made his T201I
debut for South Africa in 2013
and his ODI debut in 2015. He
also represented the Proteas in
the 2016 T20 World Cup. 1ans

DAVID &
WIESE

Indla ride on Smriti’s ton, Asha’s Bha]an wins gold to
4—Wkt haul for easy win over SA

Tines News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Smriti Mandha-
na's 26-month wait for her
sixth ODI ton ended on Sun-
day as she spearheaded In-
dia's charge against South
Africa women in the opening
matchatthe M Chinnaswamy
Stadium here.

The southpaw, whose pre-
vious ODI hundred came
against West Indies at the
World Cup in March 2022, was
the standout performer in the
crushing 143-run win which
helped the hosts take 1-0 lead
inthe three-match series.

FIRST ODI

On the back of Smriti's117
(127b, 12x4, 1x6) and lower-or-
der contributions from Deep-
ti Sharma (37) and Pooja Vas-
trakar (31*), India scored
265/8 in their 50 overs after
Avabonga Khaka's three-fer:

Debutant Asha Sobhana
also joined the party, scalping
four wickets with her flight
and spin to dismiss the vis-
itorsfori122runs. The leg-spin-
ner's first wicket was Mari-
zanne Kapp (24) in the 22nd
over beforeshebagged the last
three South African wickets
tocomplete the rout in style,

Mandhana steals the show
Smriti’s teammates in the pa-
vilion gave her a standing

GEACCIwomen

Smriti Mandhana during her knock of 117 against South Africa women
in the first ODI at M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on Sunday

ovation as she raised her bat
tocelebrate thecentury inthe
43rd over,

She deserved the adulation
after bailingIndiaoutof trou-
ble on a tricky surface. After
opting to bat first, the home
team lost wickets regularly.

They were five wickets
down, including those of
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(10}, Shafali Verma (7) and Je-
mimah Rodrigues (17), before
India reached the three-fig-
ure mark.

While lower-order batters
Deepti and Pooja came up
with useful contributions,
the onus continued to be on
Smriti to take her team to a
good total and she did not dis-

appoint.

First up, the sixth-wicket

partnership of 81 with Deepti
kept the scoreboard ticking.
After Deepti was sent back by
Khaka, Smriti and Vastrakar
were involved in a 581run
stand before the Mumbaikar
was caught by Sune Luus off
Masabata Klaas in the 47th
over, helping India compile a
competitive total.
Brief scores: [ndia women 265/8
in 50 overs (Smriti Mandhana 117,
Deepti Sharma 37, Pooja Vastrakar
31%; Ayabonga Khaka 3-47, Masaba-
ta Klaas 2-51) vs South Africa wom-
en 122 in 374 overs (Sune Luus 33,
Marizanne Kaap 24, Sinalo Jafta
27% Deepti 2-10, Asha Sobhana 4-
21).

earn Paris quota

Archiman.Bhaduri
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Unheralded Bha-

jan Kaur earned India an
Olympic quo- g

gquota place. However, all
eves will be on the world
rankings position after the
World Cup Stage Il event in
Antalya, which will deter-

= mine wheth-

ta place in the (RS er the Indian
women's re- [ archers will
curve ar- manage to
chery by win- win team
ning gold in quota places.
the final Deepika

Olympic Bhajan Kaur (left) and Ankita Kumari. how-
Qualifier Bhakat won two guota places ever, crashed
tournament out, ooing

in Antalya, Turkey, on Sun-
day. Her teammate Ankita
Bhakat too was eligible for
the quota place when the Kol-
kata-born archer made the
quarterfinals, but the single
berth on offer in the event fi-
nally went to Kaur as she
fared better than Bhakat.
India, who missed out on
team quota places in both
men's and women's catego-
ries earlier in the competi-
tion, will thus make it to the
mixed team event too in Pa-
ris as Dhiraj Bommadevara
had already won a men’s

down to Azerbaijan’s Yayla-
gul Ramazanova 4-6 in the
third round after leading 4-0.

Ankita too earns place
Ankita Bhakat outplayved
Gabrielle Monica Bidaure
of Philippines 6-0 (26-23, 28-
22, 28-23) to enter the quar-
terfinals on Sunday and
grab an individual quota. In-
dia thus have secured indi-
vidual quotas in both men'’s
and women's sections. Dhi-
raj Bommadevara had se-
cured the men's individual
quota.

REGD. NO. TN/Chief PMG/398/2002
BNINO. 1547/57 ISSN 0971-8257

Adr Charge: Raipur & via A 1.00, Channai, Kochi, Caimbatara, Emakulam, Trivandrum & via Bs. 2,00, Ahmedabad,
Eangalors, bhedenshad, Mangalone, Udnipur, Wi & vin B, 4.00, Delbi Kolksta. Pame & via Bs. 500,

|I'I|E1_'I'I.?Ul.'l"lﬂ:| Fll':!ﬂ_" Frﬂﬁ_ﬂ_!:[?-@ih'l _':.‘l'l'l«':lf"ﬂﬂ:l ﬂﬂh‘.‘aﬂ._sflﬁapﬂl'ﬁ 453

Fublishad tortha proprigtons of Bannett, Coleman & Ca. Lid,, by A nishnamartty, @l Tha Times of india Bulkding, Dr.
.M, Road, Mumbal-4000010, Tal No{0Z22}6635 3535, Fax: (02212273 14 andpranled by himat (1) The Timesof India
Suibdrhan Press, Akark Road. Weelem Express Highway, Bardivi (E), Mimbak-+00 1. Tal Mo (022] JBT 2324,
ZAET 2830 ared {2} Tha Timea af India Prinl CEy, Plot Mo, 4, T.T.C. Industdal Areg, Thane Bedagur Road, Airall, Mesi
Ilurn beai-4 00 708, Tl Mo 02 2] 260 e840, Fax: (02227605275, Tel Mos Mumbai Respanss (0226835 3636, 2273
SEES, Fax: (D2X) 227044, 227 4. E-Mai faiediorial & limesgroup.com. Edilee (Murmbai Market): Desick B.IF'Sa-
msp-unshhl lorsaloction of news under PRB Ac S Al ightsresarsed. Boproductioninwholoorin pard without wrillen

prarmissicn od Pulisheris prohibibed




Hamburg: Modern-day football
sometimes shuns the strapping cen-
tre forward but Netherlands super-
sub Wout Weghorst came off the
bench to spare their blushes on Sun-
day and show the value of a number
nine with a killer instinct in a 2-1
Euro 2024 win over Poland.

There was no question that the
Dutch were the dominant side
against a Polish outfit who were per-
fectly happy to sit and wait for their
moments.

Yet goals win games and if the
Netherlands are to go far at the tour-
nament they will need to sharpen
their knives after a largely wastetul
display in Hamburg,

The Dutch started the game with
a dyvnamic front three of Cody Gak-
po, Memphis Depay and Xavi Si-
mons who were full of running
and creative interplay, carving
apart the Poles and creating
chance after chance. They had
64% of possession and 20 shots
on goal but apart from Gakpo's
deflected effort in the 29th min-
ute to level the scores, the opportuni-
ties came and went.

As the Netherlands' hopes of
opening their Group D campaign
with a victory started to fade, boss
Ronald Koeman summoned Weg-
horst oft the bench in the 81st min-
ute, one of a number of changes he
made as he looked to shift the dial
in their favour, Two minutes later,
the Netherlands had the lead as Weg-
horst latched on to Nathan Ake’s
pass and rifled the ball into the back
of the net left-footed.

Weghorst, who came on with the
Dutch trailing 2-0 to Argentina at the
2022 World Cup to score twice, has

POLAND

Buksa 16
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MY WIFE WAS VERY, VERY HAPPY FOR ME TO BE
HERE. ON SATURDAY IT WAS HER BIRTHDAY AND WE
WOULD HAVE BEEN IN SPAIN. IT THEN CAME
DIFFERENTLY. MY FIRST CONTACT WITH THE COACH
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_WAS ON WEDNESDAY. | MISSED HIS FIRST CALL.”

GERMANY MIDFIELDER

T =
— LN

e
lﬁ@f

=
NETHERLANDS 26V 4
Gakpo 29 Weghorst 83 .

netted with his past three shots at
major tournaments.

And underlining his super-sub
credentials, it was the third con-
secutive game in which he has come
off the bench to score for the Dutch.

“A real No.9 knows exactly where
he needs to be to get those sort of
goals,” said former Netherlands
striker and Duteh TV analvst Pierre
van Hooijdonk.

Those who have followed Weg-
horst's club career would be forgiven
for thinking they are watching a dif-
ferent player from the version who
lines up for the Dutch.

He scored no goals in 17 league

games during a dismal loan spell at
Manchester United last season,
while this campaign he has scored
seven in 28 games for his loan club
Hoffenheim in the Bundesliga. He
has bagged the same number for the
Dutch this season in 11 appearances.

While the victory was deserved,
Poland can take some solace from a
competitive display when many had
been predicting a more comprehen-
sive defeat. There was some trepida-
tion among Polish fans after they
scraped into the tournament
through the playoffs following a woe-
ful gualifying campaign, even if
their recent form had shown more

FINISH LINE: Wout
Weghorst (9) does
the jobfor the
Netherlands

promise.

With record scorer Robert Le-
wandowski, who boasts a remarka-
ble 82 goals in 150 internationals,
sidelined through injury, it was al-
ways going to be an uphill task.

There are occasions when losing
vour best plaver can be a blessing in
disguise, as a team that has become
overly reliant on an individual's bril-
liance is forced into a rethink.

In came Adam Buksa to lead the
line, a big man to replace a big star
and not only did the 1.93-metre strik-
er open the scoring for the Poles but
his all-round game gave the Dutch
defence headaches. reuters

Weghorst takes the pole: Supersub
Scores Late Again In Netherlands’ 2-1
Win Over A Defiant Poland Team

STATS THE WAY
 Wiands
| 12 Goal attempts 21
’ ) On target 4
33% Possession 67%
293 Passes 583
78% Pass accuracy 88%
10 Fouls 8
Yellow cards 1
Red Cards 0
Offsides 0
WE SHOULD HAVE MADE
MORE USE OF OUR
OPPORTUNITIES. WE HAVE TO
GIVE A HUG TO WOUT. ALL THE
SUBS PERFORMED GREAT TODAY."
— Cody Gakpo, putcH GoaLsSCoRER
| TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO
EACH PLAYER THE
POSSIBILITY FOR STARTING OR
COMING ON THE FIELD IN THE
SECOND HALF WHEN WE MIGHT
NEED A DIFFERENT APPROACH.
AND WOUT WAS A LITTLE UPSET.
THAT'S A GREAT MENTALITY
FROM THE PLAYER.”

—=Ronald Koeman, purcH coacH

TONIGHT'S TUSSLES

Group E
Romania vs Ukraine 6.30pm
Belgium vs Slovakia 9.30pm
Group D
France vs Austria 12.30am
Live on Sony Sports Network

Deschamps eyes a ton of triumphs

Hamburg: After a shock last 16 exit from
Euro 2020 and finishing runners-up as hosts
in 2016, France can do themselves a big
favour with a decisive win against an in-
form Austria on Monday to stamp

their authority on the tourna-
ment early on.

When coach Didier Des-
champs takes to the dugout
on Monday for France’s
European Championship
opener, it will be an op-
portunity to register a
phenomenal 100th win
in charge of the team.

The 55-vear-old is by
some margin the most ex-
perienced coach at the tour-
nament in Germany, with
his almost 12 years in
charge of Les Bleus, and
brings with him impres-
sive credentials as a
player too,

Monday’s Group
D match in Dues-
seldorf marks
Deschamps’s
154th game as
French coach
with 99
wins, 30

France captain Kylian Mbappe declared himself
“against extremes and divisive ideas™ when

o asked about crucial upcoming legislative elections
el in the country. “We are a generation that can make
a difference. We see the extremes are knocking on

the national team's neutrality to be respected and
for Les Bleus to not be politicised.

"MBAPPE AGAINST ‘DIVISIVE IDEAS’ || AUSTRIA VS FRANCE
EVEN AS OFFICIALS URGE RESPECT || DusseldorfArena
FOR TEAM'S NEUTRALITY HEAD TO HEAD (25 games)

TJETHIA WONS9 DRAW3

FRANCE WON 13

the door of power and we have the opportunity to
shape our country's future,” he said. FORM GUIDE
The striker also defended comments made by AUSTRIA
his teammate Marcus Thuram, saying he *had not
gone too far” in calling on the country “to fight every DI W W | W| W
day to stop™ the far-right National Rally winning the FRANCE
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41 *- A situation is even
r 'i‘, more important than
o e s | the game tomorrow.
fian MoapReia = = tear | One does not impede
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"5 French history, thisis a
" never-before-seen

{most recent first)

;_a pivotal moment for

event.”—Mbappe

draws and 24 losses in a glory-filled career;
where consistency and calmness have been
his hallmarks. He has been coach of his
side more than three vears longer than the
next most experienced manager at Euro
2024 — England’s Gareth Southgate.
There is the possibility in Germany
for him to become the first to win the
World Cup and the Euros as both a play-
er and a coach but that is not something
he said he was concerned about. acencies

Frankfurt: Romelu Lukaku cut a
disbelieving figure after missing a
succession of chances in Belgium's
0-0 draw with Croatia that sealed an
early exit from the 2022 World Cup,
but returns to the big stage at the
European Championship hoping to
banish those memories.

A half-fit Lukaku managed 53 min-
utes across Belgium's three games in
@atar and was not at fault for their
disastrous group-stage campaign, but
it was a low point for the 31-year-old.
He will lead the line against Slovakia
in Belgium's Group E opener in Frank-
furt on Monday having scored 17 goals

ROMELY [ t

LUKAKU

in 11 national team appearances since
the World Cup.

Rejuvenated Belgium hope to ban-
ish the memories of a dismal World
Cup campaign and extend a 15>-match
unbeaten run in their European Cham-

pionship Group E opener. The coun-
try’s golden generation were tarnished
by a first-round exit in Qatar but, with

several fresh faces in the team and
some new energy, Belgium have been
unbeaten since coach Domenico Te-
desco took over in February last vear:

If they keep cool heads in the chang-
ing room and their key players remain
injury-free, then anvthing is possible.
Belgium have kept clean sheets in 10 of
their 15 games and have scored 33 goals,

with Romelu Lukaku, Kevin De Bruyne
and Jan Vertonghen the old heads

among voung talents Jeremy Doku,
Johan Bakavoko and Amadou Onana.

BELGIUM VS SLOVAKIA

Frankfurt Arena

HEAD TO HEAD | 3 games)
BELGIUM WON 1

DRAWS 2

SLOVAKIA WON 0

FORM GUIDE
BELGIUM

Wiw|D|D
SLOVAKIA

wiw o v

(most recent first)
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Romania face
tough test
against Ukraine

Munich: While Romania cruised
through the qualifying stages and
topped their group, they face a
stern test in their return to the
European Championship finals
after eight vears when they take
on an experienced and motivated
Ukraine side on Mondayv.

Ukraine, making their fourth
straight Euros appearance, have a
talented squad with players such
as Chelsea winger Mykhailo
Mudryk and have a fierce desire to
put on a performance to give sup-
porters facing war at home some-
thing to cheer.

With manager Serhiyv Rebrov's
side appearing in their first major
tournament since Russia’s full-
scale invasion in 2022, the former
playver underlined the importance
of their opening Group E clash at
the Munich Football Arena.

“I see a lot of kids supporting us
when we play and it definitely gives
our plavers extra motivation,” Re-
brov said. “Wherever we play we
feel the support of all Ukrainians
for whom football is a source of
positive emotion.”

ROMANIA VS UKRAINE
Munich Foothall Arena

HEAD TO HEAD ( 6 games)
ROM WON 3 ‘—' DRAW 1

UKRAINE WON 2
FORM GUIDE
ROMANIA
D| D D | w
UKRAINE
W Il v

(most recent first)

Mean boys: Spalleti wants upped ante agalnst Spaln

Holders Italy Come Back Strong
After Early Albania Shock

Dortmund: Italy must be meaner and more
direct when they face Spain, though they may
get more attacking opportunities, coach Luciano
Spalletti said after his side’s 2-1 win over Albania

at Euro 2024 on Saturday.

Having conceded inside 23 seconds, defending
champions Italv were ahead after 16 minutes and
limited Albania to very few chances until a fran-
tie finish as their opponents pushed for an un-
likely equaliser. Spalletti said his team had
showed character to recover from the early
deficit and displayed a togetherness that will

serve Italy well if they progress be-
yond the group stage. “We switched off
but we need to appreciate the desire to
try and go and play football even when
the going got tough,” he said.
Spalletti, who appeared frustrated

during the second half, was clear Italy needed to
improve, not least on Thursday against Spain
who blew Croatia away 3-0 on Saturday “There
are a number of things we still have to improve
because we thought we were better than we were
in too many situations,” he said. “We need to be

Group B: ITALY 2
(Bastoni 11, Barella
16) ALBANIA 1
(Bajrami 1)

hurt the opposition ...

meaner, neat and tidy in the way we build things
up, vou free up a man but then you need to go and
we thought we were bril-
liant at just keeping possession.”

But Spalletti suggested Spain's strengths could
also play into Italy's hands. “We need to move the

thE ita
Euros, youngest since 1988

NO DOUBT! Italy

celebrate Barella's
winner on Saturday

ball a bit more quickly, because we did so badly
on occasions tonight, but against Spain there will
be (chances) to play the ball forward more,” he
said. “Because they tend to be more aggressive
in their press, there might be greater scope to
actually play in behind their defensive line.”

by 287d.;5"

y starting lineup at

0:2

FASTEST GOALS .
IN EURO HISTORY .

Nedim Bajrami (Italy 2-1 Albania,
15/06/2024, group stage)

1:0

Dmitri Kirichenko (Russia 2-1
Greece, 20/06/2004, group stage)

1:2

Emil Forsberg (Sweden 3-2 Poland,
23/06/21, group stage)

1:3

Yussuf Poulsen (Denmark 1-2
Belgium, 17/06/2021, group stage)

1:4

pens, 30/06/2016, quarter-final)

Robert Lewandowski (Poland 1-1
Portugal, aet, Portugal win 5-3 on

Eid al-adha

Mubarak!

fortune

chakki fresh atta

STANDINGS: GROUP A STANDINGS: GROUP B
TEAMS ||= W|D|L|GD|Pt TEAMS |P|w D L|'EIJ|Pt

Ger 100 3 | | Spain
Swi 1/1/o|0[2|3||#aly |1|1]|0f0o|1]3
Hun 1lofo|1]-2|0]]|Ab 1|loof1]-1]o0
5co 1/ofo|1|-4|0]]|Cro 1(oof1]-3]0

Slovenia scupper
Eriksen’s fairytale
return to Euros

Midfielder Scores
3 Years After His
On-Pitch Collapse

Stuttgart: Denmark captain
Christian Eriksen marked a
memorable return to the Eu-
ropean Championship three
years after suffering a cardiac
arrest at the previous edition
of the tournament, scoring
the goal that secured a 1-1
draw with Slovenia in their
Group C opener on Sunday.

Group C: SLOVENIA 1 (Janza 77)
DENMARK 1 (Eriksen 17)

all of their set pieces while
also scoring a 17th minute
ooal that handed the Danes the
lead in a performance that
will go a long way in silencing
the critics.

Were it not for his team
mates’ sloppy finish, he could
have added an assist or two to
his match stats.

Only a few months ago this
seemed a very unlikely sce-
nario. “The Christian Eriksen
we all know, he is no longer
there. Christian Eriksen

doesn't play football any-
more,” former Denmark and
Real Madrid plaver Thomas
Gravesen said in his scathing

- BE RIGHT BACK: Christian

Eriksen scores the
opening goal

The 32-vear-old missed his
team’s run to the semi-final in
2021 after his shock on-pitch
collapse in the opening match
against Finland. On Sunday
he did not waste any time to
put the trauma of that game
behind him as he playved his
first Euro game since then,

In a textbook playmaking
performance, especially in a
strong Danish first half, Erik-
sen orchestrated their game
and set a quick early pace as
per the orders of coach Kasper
Hjulmand who fielded two
strikers. He delivered almost

criticism of the international.

“Christian Eriksen sits on
the bench and watches foot-
ball. Christian Eriksen as we
know him, he is no more.”

Eriksen was coming off a
disappointing season with
Manchester United that saw
him earn little playing time
under coach Eric ten Haag,
That was hardly the run-up he
needed for amajor tournament.
Many fans back home were sur-
prised that Hjulmand had kept
faith with him, while others
were certain the midfielder was
well past his best. reuters

Fans lay wreaths
at Dachau site for
Nazi v1ct1ms

Cologne: Fans from Scotland,
Ukraine, Germany, Israel and
other nations laid wreaths at
the Dachau Concentration
Camp Memorial Site on Satur-
dav to commemorate victims
of the Nazis, vowing “never
again” and to use football asa
force to unite people.

The group toured the camp
and heard how the Nazis had
persecuted Jewish footballers
and coaches, forced prisoners
to play soccer for propaganda
before banning it, then allowed
only some inmates to play un-
der the camp’s hierarchy of
privileges for different catego-
ries of prisoner. Fans also
heard the children of former
camp victims tell their par-
ents’ stories, walked in proces-
sion with a Scottish bagpiper.

Dachau is half an hour’s
drive from Munich's football
stadium, where Euro 2024 be-
gan on Friday It was one of
the first concentration camps
to be set up by the Nazis,
weeks after Adolf Hitler took
power 1n January, 1933.

“It is a sombre place. You
walk in and it is an uncomfort-
able feeling. But 1 think this
sort of service is important to
remember what happened, to

make sure we learn from mis-

takes... it has opened our
minds to a lot of things,” said
Cole Cattanach, 21, a Scottish
student from Falkirk, travel-
ling through Germany to sup-
port the Scotland team.
Andreas Erbel, represent-
ing German football fans, said
he came to the commemora-
tion to help protect democracy.
“Twanted to show that there
1s also a counterweight to the
move to the right across Europe,
that there are more people...
who are open to the world.”
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CELEBRITY CHEF GORDON RAMSAY ‘LUCKY TO BE HERE' AFTER

Kyiv’s territonial integrity must
be basis of any peace: Summit

Snubbed Moscow Mocks Meet: No Country Vulunteers To Host Sequel

Buergenstock: Eighty-four
countries called Sunday for the
“territorial integrity” of Ukra-
ine to be the basis for any peace
agreement to end Russia’s two-
vear war, though some key de-
veloping nations at a Swiss
conference did not join in —
and the way forward for diplo-
macy remains unclear.

Over 90 countries attended
the two-day talks at a Swiss Al-
pine resort at the behest of’ Uk-
rainian Prez Volodymyr Ze-
lensky, billed as a “peace sum-
mit"” even though Moscow was
not invited. A decision by Chi-
na to stay away all but assured
that the summit would fail to
achieve Ukraine’s goal of per-
suading major countries from
the “global South”™ to join in
isolating Russia. Brazil atten-
ded only as an “observer”. In-
dia, Indonesia, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia and South Africa all
withheld their signatures from
the summit communique,
even though some contentious
issues were omitted in the ho-
pe of drawing wider support.

Still, the conference provi-
ded Kyiv with a chance to sho-
wease the support from Weste-
rn allies that it says it needs to
keep fighting against a far big-
ger enemy, Leaders including
USvice-president Kamala Har-
ris, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and French Prez Ma-
cron gathered at the mountain-
top resort of Buergenstock, US
Prez Biden did not attend des-
pite invitations from Zelensky,

In the absence of a clear
path to ending the war, Zelens-
kv emphasised practical issu-
£s, such as securing food supp-
lies and nuclear safety. Ukrai-
ne, one of the world’s biggest
grain exporters, has thwarted
a blockade of its Black Sea

Scottish poll
P10 candidate’s
Modi, RaGa
posts spark row

MNaomiCanton

London: Social media posts on
PM Narendra Modi and Cong-
ress MP Rahul Gandhi by an In-
dian-origin candidate for Glas-
gow in the Scottish elections ha-
ve ignited controversy in UK,
prompting a police report un-
der new hate crime laws. Alba
Party candidate Dhruva EKu-
mar, 36, reported hisrival party
Scottish Greens for allegedly
inciting hatred between Hin-
dus and Muslims in Scotland.
Scottish police investigated
the complaint lodged on June 8
and found no criminality, Scot-
tish Greens dismissed the cla-
imsasapublicity stunt by Alba.
Kumar, born in Bihar's
East Champaran, has alleged
criticism from Scottish Greens
overhispastsocial media posts
about Modi and Gandhi as an
attack on his religion and eth-
nicity, He claims to be the first
India-born candidate to stand
in Scotland and has expressed
support for Modi and BJP
The controversy arose from
alleged posts by Kumar on X
from 2014, which contained in-
flammatory comments against
*Nehru dynasty” and how “In-
dia haspaid the price”. Scottish
Greens commented on these
posts in National, a newspaper.
Inresponse, Kumar insisted
his account was hacked and th-
at someone “politically motiva-
ted” twisted his words into
“bad English”. He said: “In 2014
Modi took office and [ remein-
ber I did some posts praising
him and a new era for India. Th-
ey have twisted what [ wrote.”
Scottish Greens candidate
Niall Christieaccused Kumarof
exploiting right-wing politics.

European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen with Zelensky in Lucerne

vig Reuters

ROD STEWART BOOED FOR

UKRAINE SUPPORT: UK pop star
Rod Stewart was greeted with loud
boos at a concert in Germany on
Friday while making a show of
support for Ukraine. Wearing the
colours of the country's flag, he
dedicated the song ‘Rhythm of My
Heart' to Ukrainians before
shouting a profane insult against
Russian Prez Viadimir Putin

Zelensky says Russia not ready for peace,
wants China to play a bigger role in talks

krainian Prez Zelensky said Sunday that Russia was not ready for

a *just peace”, insisting Kyiv was open to immediate talks if Mo-
scow pulls its troops out of the country. The Ukrainian head of state
was speaking at the end of a major summit in Switzerland, to which
Russia was not invited, “Russia can start negotiations with us even
tomorrow, if they leave our legal territories... (But) Russia and their
leadership are not ready for a just peace, this is a fact,” he said.
Zelensky also said he would like to see China play a bigger rolein
discussing a settlement. Beijing, a close ally of Russia, did not attend
in protest at Moscow not being invited. I believe that China could
help us. Thatis why | would very much like to see certain proposals
that the Chinese side has,” he said. “Ukraine has never said Chinais
our enemy,” he added. Asked whether he would consider China a fri-
end, Zelensky said: “l believe that friends are those who help when
things are difficult. | would like China to be a friend to Ukraine.” are

ports, and also wants to build
consensus around safety at a
Russian-occupied nuclear po-
wer plant. In her closing re-
marks, Swiss Prez Viola Amh-
erd warned that the “road ahe-
ad is long and challenging”.
Russia, as it has for weeks,
mocked the gathering. “None

of the participants in the ‘pea-
ce forum’ knows what he is do-
ing there and what his role is,”
saild Dmitry Medvedev, Russi-
a's deputy chairman of the co-
untry’s Security Council.

The final document said
the UN Charter and “respect
for territorial integrity and so-

vereignty ... can and will serve
as a basis for achieving a com-
prehensive, just and lasting pe-
ace i Ukraine.” It also called
for Ukraine's control over the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant
and its Azov Sea ports to be res-
tored. But itomitted tougheris
sues of what a post-war settle-
ment for Ukraine might look
like, whether Ukraine could jo-
in Nato alliance or how troop
withdrawals from both sides
might work. No country came
forward to host another such
meeting, with notable silence
from Saudi Arabia, mooted as
a possible future venue,
Moscow has demanded re-
cognition of its rule over terri-
tory its forces captured. Wes-
tern leaders at the summit en-
dorsed Kyviv's refusal to negoti-
ate under such terms. “Co-
nfusing peace with
subjugation would set adange-
rous precedent for everyone,”
sald Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni. reuTersaap

ITALIANS TAKE POPE FRANCIS TO PRIDE

t Rome's Pride celebration,

bare-chested men in pink
angel wings danced to songs,
women wrapped in rainbow flags
kissed, and shimmering drag

And then there was Pope Francis,
His image was everywhere. On
cardboard cutouts adorned with
flower necklaces, on glittery
banners, on stickers. Romans
came to the Pride parade on

queens waved from parade floats.

Saturday dressed like Francis,
wearing papal hats and T-shirts
that read, ‘There is never too
much frociaggine,’ a reference to
an offensive slur against gay men
that the pope has been accused of
using twice in recent weeks. The
slur ‘is the slogan of the 2024
Pride,' said Martina Lorina, 28, an
actress who was holdingup a
banner bearing the word. After
Italian media reported that the
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pope used the slur at a meeting
with priests to complain that
there was too much "gayness” in
the church, the Vatican
apologized. But Rome's Pride
attendees took a different tack to
respond to the insult: They made
it their own. Pride participants
symbolically invited the pope and
his slur to the party, using a tactic
of the LGETQ community to turn
insults into words of pride. nyr

Le Pen: Ready to work alongside Macron

al to mainstream voters as

\/ she aims to cement a majori-
2 right, said she won't ty in the next parliament.
ATy 10 push out Prez Mar:mn Her group, the National Ral-
: if she wins the snap === lv is already on track
parliamentary elec- p to become the biggest

- tion that begins later party, a prospect
i this month. “I'm re- which has caused
: spectful of institu- alarm among inves-
tions, and I'm not cal- | tors and France's in-
ling for institutional “ ternational partners.
chaos,” LePentold Le Figaro Le Pen said that if she can
newspaper. “There will form a majority — either
simply be cohabitation.” with National Rally lawma-
LePenisseekingtoappe- kers alone, or with allies —

arine Le Pen, the lea-
der of the French far-

she would lead her partyv's
parliamentary caucus and
28-year-old party leader Jor-
dan Bardella will become
PM. The two-round election
concludes on July 7.

Le Pen’s party is on cour-
setowinasmany as270of the
377 seats in the National As-
sembly, according to a projec-
tion by pollster Elabe, with
289 required for an absolute
majority. Macron and hisalli-
es are projected to win betwe-
en 90 and 130, sLooMBERG
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HE WILL WIN WHO KNOWS
WHEN TO FIGHT AND WHEN
NOT TO FIGHT — SUN TZU

JOE ALWYN BREAKS SILENCE ON TAYLOR SWIFT SPLIT, SAYS ITIS }
A ‘REALLY BAD’ BICYCLING ACCIDENT: ‘HELMET SAVED MY LIFE' ~ ‘ABNORMAL’ FOR BREAK-UP TO BE WEIGHED-IN BY OUTSIDERS

Russian forces
kill six IS-linked
hostage takers at
detention centre

Moscow: Russian special for-
ces freed two prison guards and
shot dead six inmates linked to
the Islamic State militant gro-
upwhohadtaken them hostage
at a detention centre in the so-
uthern city of Rostov on Sun-
day, Russian media said.

State media said that some
of the men had been convicted
of terrorism offences and were
accused of affiliation with the
Islamic State militant group,
which claimed responsibility
for adeadly attack on a Moscow
concert hall in March.

The six hostage takers, one
of whom wore a headband
with the flag used by the Isla-
mic State that bears an Arabic
inscription, knocked out win-
dow bars and climbed down se-
veral floors by rope before ta
king the guards hostage with a
knife and fire axe. In video pub-
lished by the 112 Telegram
channel, one was shown bran-
dishing a knife beside one of
the bound guards in Rostov-on-
Don. In negotiations with the
authorities, they demanded
free passage out of the prison.

But Russian special forces
decided to storm the prison. In-
tense automatic gunfire could
be heard in clips published on
Telegram channels, “The crim-
inals were eliminated,” Russi-
a’s Federal Penitentiary Servi-
ce said. “The employees who
were being held hostage were
released. They are uninjured,”
it said. According to local med-
1a, the hostage takers werefrom
Russia’s southern republic of
Ingushetia and three of them
had been detained in 2022 for
planninganattack onacourtin
another Russian republic, Ka-
rachay-Cherkessia, reuters

'L.5% OF USA, DIASPORA
PAYS 6% OF TOTAL TAXES'

The no. of Indians living in US has grown to 5m
(till 2023), which represents a 50% increase since
2010. A look at their far-reaching impact on...

POPULATION
S51million  +50% livein..
No. of Indian . California New
Americans, 1.5% of | York
the total population l E
5-6% %
of taxes come from | _J
this 1.5% group - Texas New

- Mllinois— Jersey

)

POLITICAL

Indian-Americans
in senior public
service positions

150+
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2023
4.4% of positions

Kamala Harris made history as the
: first Indian-origin woman to be
SWOorn in as vice-president in 2021

CULTURAL

9 Indian movies grossed over $1 million
in North America, and $340 million
cnlie-:twely I:etween zms and 2[!23

10 + awards 28 of the 34

W wonby | seripps National

Indian Americans | gpeljing Bee champions
across the Oscars, have been of Indian
Golden Globes, | grigin since 2000 (PIO
and Grammys Bruhat Soma was this
since 2015 | year's winner)

ECONOMY
$40 billion of the Fortune
Indian investments irglfﬁﬁgéléﬁ are
it _ Indian-origin CEOs
4,26,000
No. of jobs
created in us E

72 out of 648

- unicorns in US led by
" Indian-origin CEQS

"

$26 bhillion 25%

US top source of 114 unicorns

of global in India in 2023
remittances to have US-educated
India in 22-23 fi rs
EDUCATION

250,000 .

Indian students enrol
in US universities,
making up 25% of int'l
students annually

lon of US patents included a co-

/i’.'} inventor of Indian origin in 2019,
a 51 gmvﬂh lrum 19?5

35 out of 50 | 10%

top US colleges have | of all physicians in
an Indian-American | the US Indian-origin

in leadership posts = in 2023 serving
30% of patients

PHILANTHROPY

$1.5 hillion

donated by

Indian-American
households in 2023

$3 hillion

given to US
universities since 2008
65+ 40+
I:
(dn nations $ll‘|l'|' ' universities

Source: A Boston Consulting Group study done for Indiaspora

Hollywood helps Biden raise $30m for campaign

Los Angeles: Some of Holly-
wood's brightest stars headli-
ned afundraiser for Prez Joe Bi-
den that took in a record $30
million-plus for a Democratic
candidate, according to his
campaign. George Clooney, Ju-
lia Roberts and Barbra Strei-
sand were among those who to-
ok the stage at the 7,100-seat Pe-
acock Theatre in Los Angeles
on Saturday. Late-night host
Jimmy Kimmel interviewed
Biden and former prez Barack
Obama, who both siressed the
need to defeat former prez Do-
nald Trump in a race that's ex-
pected to be exceedingly close.
During more than half an
hour of discussion, Kimmel as-
ked if the country was sufferi-
ng from amnesia about the ex-

‘Unaware’ Netanyahu slams
military’s tactical pauses plan

sed plans announced by the
military on Sunday to hold
daily tactical pauses in fighting
along one of the main roads in-
to Gaza tofacilitate aid delivery
into the Palestinian enclave.
The military had announ-
ced the daily pauses from 0500
GMTuntil 1600 GMT inthearea
from the Kerem Shalom Crossi-
ng to Salah al-Din Road and th-
en northwards. “When
the prime minister hea-
rd the reports of an 11-
hour humanitarian pa-
use in the morning, he
turned to his military
secretary and made it
clear that this was unacceptab-
le to him,” an Israeli official sa-
id. The military clarified that
normal operations would cont-
inue in Rafah, the main focus of
its operation in southern Gaza.
The strange choreography
of the messaging became stra-
nger still when the govt sugges-
ted that Netanyvahu only lear-
ned of the military’s plan from
news reports, But analysts said

I sraell PM Netanvahu critici-

George Clooney and Julia Roberts
were among those who took the
stage at the fundraising event

prez, to which Biden respon-
ded, “all we gotta do is remem-
ber what it was like” when
Trump was in the White House.

The amount raised outpa-
ced the then-record $26 million
from Biden's fundraiser in
March in New York that featu-
red late-night host Stephen Col-
bert interviewing Biden, Oba-
ma and Bill Clinton. ar

Trump challenges Biden to a cognitive test
but confuses name of doc who examined him

onald Trump on Saturday suggested Prez Biden “should have

totake a cognitive test”, only to confuse who administered
the test to himin the next sentence. Trump referred to Texas
Repu blican Rep. Ronny Jackson, who was the White House
physician for part of his presidency, as “Ronny Johnson." The
moment came as Trump was questioning Biden's mental acuity,
something he often does on the campaign trail and social media.
“He doesn't even know what the word ‘inflation’ means. | think he
should take a cognitive test like | did,” the former prez said of
Biden during a speech in Detroit. Seconds later, he continued,
“Doc Ronny Johnson. Does everyone know Ronny Johnson,
congressman from Texas? He was the White House doctor, and he
said | was the healthiest president, he feels, in history, so | liked
him very much indeed immediately.” Jackson was elected to
Congressin 2021 and is one of Trump's most vociferous defenders
on Capitol Hill. Trump took the cognitive test in 2018 at his own
request, Jackson said atthe time. The exam is designed to detect
early signs of memory loss and other cognitive impairment. ap

AROUND THE WORLD

Riulers

it was likely that the prime mi-
nister was aware of the plan
and that each announcement
was tailored to different audi-
ences. The whipsaw statements
appeared to reflect the compe-
ting pressures facing Netanya-
hu, as he juggles demands from
the Biden administration and
elsewhere around the world
with those of his own hawkish
govt. His farright coalition
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FUN WITH A CAUSE: Amateur surfers participate in ‘Paddle for
Peace' to mark Juneteenth and International Surf Day in California

partners oppose any
concessions in Gaza.

a day after Kate, Britain's

National  security
minister Itamar Ben-
Y Gvir, who leads one of
the nationalist religious
parties in Netanyahu's
coalition, denounced the idea
of a tactical pause, saving who-
ever decided it was a “fool” who
should lose their job. The spat
was thelatest in aseries of clas-
hes between membersof theco-
alition and military over the co-
nductof the war. Itcamea week
after centrist ex-general Benny
Gantz quit the govt, accusing
Netanyahu of having no effecti-
vestrategy inGaza. REUTERSANYT

Why a 3-legged lion and its brother swam across a crocodile-filled river

nadarknightin Feb, two

( )mal& lions stood in the
shallows of the Kazinga
Channel in Queen Elizabeth
National Park, in Uganda, and
looked across the water: Near-
Iy amile away was the shore on
the other side. Hippos and 16-
foot crocodiles inhabit the
channel, which can be 20 feet
deep in places. Barely 12 hours
earlier, the twomales had losta
battle for territory and were
Iucky to still be alive, Remai-
ning on this side of the chan-
nel was dangerous, and they
could probably hear the roars
of female lions in the distance,
As with many cat species,

lions don't like to swim. And
one of the lions, known as Ja-
cob bv researchers, has only
threelegs. Helostalimb ina po-
acher’'strapin2020. Butneither
Jacobnor his brother, Tibu, we- ;
re deterred. The two big cats set
out for what the researchers ©
call the longest-recorded swim
ever taken by lions. The lions
struggled on their first three
tries to cross. During the seco-
nd attempt, the drone that was
tracking them picked up a lar-
op thermal signature that may A
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have beenacrocodileorahippo
in pursuit; the two male lions
split into a Y formation before
hurryving back to shore. Less

5umrwn|. EESEEII‘EhE!‘S say the two male lions swam neaﬁz.r a fu!l mlle
across the Kazinga Channel, the longest by big cats ever recorded, The
reason: Sex. Uganda's national park’s lion population has fallen to around
40 today from 71 lions in 2018 with males outnumbering females 2 to 1

than an hour after their first at-
tempt, the two set out again for
a third time. The path seemed
clear and they kept going until
they crossed the channel. “It
was pretty dramatic,” said
Alexander Braczkowski, a con-
servation biologist who has be-
enstudyingthelionssince 2017,

Lions have been observed
swimming in Okavango Delta
in Botswana, but rarely farther
than 150 feet. In 2012, a lion sw-
am around 330 feet across the
Zambezi River, from Zimbabwe
to Zambia. In Nov 2023, a young
male lion swam across the Rufi-
ji River in Tanzania, crossing
as much as 985 feet of water.

But Braczkowski estimated
that the two lions swam nearly
a full mile. Why would lions
make such a dangerous cros-
sing? "Sex,” said Craig Packer,
who ran the Serengeti Lion
Project for 35 yvears. “If there's
nobody to mate with, what are
yvou doing?’ According to
Braczkowski, the park’s lion
population has fallen to around
40 today from 71 lions in 2018,
with at least 17 lions, mostly fe-
males, poisoned by nearby resi-
dents aiming to protect their 11-
vestock. Males outnumber fe-
males 2 to 1. “These males and
these swimming events are a
svmptom of this problem.”™ wyr

Day after 1st public
appearance, Kate
takes snap of Will &
kids for Father’s Day

‘WE LOVE YOU, PAPA'

he three young children of

British heir-to-the-throne
Prince William and his wife
Kate released a Father's Day
message and photograph on
Sunday, saying “We love you,
Papa”. The photo shows the
three children, Prince George,
10, Princess Charlotte, 9, and
Prince Louis, &, hugging Willi-
am on a beach, with the
photograph
taken from
behind as
they all look
out to sea.
The caption
says the
photo was taken by Kate and
reads: “We love you, Papa.
Happy Father's Day,” followed
by two red hearts and G, C & L.
The photograph was released

Princess of Wales, was seen in
public for the first time since
she revealed she was under-
going treatment for cancer.
Kate, William and the children
joined King Charles and other
members of the royal family on
the balcony of Buckingham
Palace after watching a milita-
ry parade to celebrate the
monarch's official birthday.

Unruly passenger who
was restrained with duct

tape faces record $81k fine
An American Airlines passeng-
er who kicked and spit at flight
attendants and passengers
and attempted to open the
cabin door before she was sec-
ured to a seat with duct tape
has been sued by the US FAA
for $81,950, the largest fine
issued by the agency for unru-
ly behaviour. The passenger,
Heather Wells, 34, of San Anto-
nio, was travelling first class
on July 7, 2021, when about an
hour into the flight she ordered
a Jack Daniel's and became
agitated and said she “wanted
out” of the plane. Wells began
running toward the back of the
plane, where she dropped to
her knees in the aisle and
began “talking incoherently to
passengers, before crawling
back toward the main cabin,”
the lawsuit said. Wells told a
TV channel that she was
having mental health issues.
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