Supersub Wout Weghorst
scores late to give

the Netherlands a

narrow win over Poland
ina Euro 2024 match, P 18

Israel says it will hold daily
tactical pauses in military
activity along a main road in
southern Gaza to allow more

aid to flow into the enclave, P 14

Vice-captain Smriti Mandhana slams 117 off 127 balls
while leg-spinner Asha Sobhana shines with a 4-wicket
haul on debut to set up India’s 143-run thrashing of

SA in the first ODI. Mandhana also becomes second
Indian woman to reach 7,000 runs in int'l cricket, P 17

PM Modi extends his warm greetings to Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu on Eid-al-Adha. The
frosty relations between India and the Maldives
have witnessed an apparent thaw after Muizzu
attended PM Modi's swearing-in-ceremony recently

Calcutta HC to
govt: Ensure 1% |
transgender job :
quota in Bengal :

TNN & AGencies

Kolkata: Calcutta High Co-
urt has directed Bengal govt
to ensure 1% reservation for
transgender persons in all
public emplovment, noting
that no reservation was in
place for the community in
spiteof agovt policy of equal
treatment inemployment,

“This court directs the
chief secretary of the go-
vernment of West Bengal to
ensure 1% reservation for
the categoryof persons men-
tioned in the NALSA judg-
ment, in all public employ-
ment in the state,” Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha said in
hisorder last Friday,

Supreme Court's NALSA
judgement in 2014 was the
firsttolegally recognise non-
binary gender identities and
uphold fundamental rights
of transgender persons.

The HC's order was pas-
sed after the court hearda pe-
tition by a transgender per-
son, who had not been called
for counselling or interview
inspite of succeeding inTea-
chers’' Eligibility Test (TET)
2014 and TET 2022,

Justice Mantha noted
that Supreme Court had de-
clared in a 2014 case that ‘hij-
ras' and eunuchs be treated
as “third gender” for the pur-
pose of safeguarding their
rights under Part 11 of the
Constitution.

b ‘Interview petitioner, P 10
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WEATHER

P Max 364 °C({+2.6) Min
! 29.3°%C(+2.3). Sunrise: Tue
4 5Z2am. Sunset: Mon &6.23pm.
Partly cloudy sky. Rain/thunder-

Max & mintemp may be around
36°C & 30°C. Max humidity 86%
min 57% Kain: MNil

Rahul Akhilesh
Join In, Doubt
EVM Security

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Electronic voting
machines (EVMs) were again
in focus with Elon Musk, the
multi-billionaire founder of
Tesla and SpaceX, and former
Union IT minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar engagingina
debate on X after Musk sug-
gested eliminating the machi-
nes following reports of EVM
irregularities in Puerto Ri-
co’s primary elections.
Chandrasekhar, a former
MoS for electronics and IT,
strongly disagreed with
Musk and said it was a “huge
sweeping  generalisation”
that held no truth for the
EVMs used in India which

EVMs can be hacked: Musk.
‘Not in India: Ex-IT jr minister

'HAPPY TO RUN A TUTORIAL, ELON’

When well-known international

tech experts are flagging the
dangers of EVMs, what's
the reason behind this
adamance over its use,
BJP must clarify

We should eliminate EVMs. The risk of being
hacked by humans or Al, while small, is still too

high | ELON MUSK ON X, RESPONDING TO POST BY US POLITICIAN ROBERT F
KEMNEDY JR ALLEGIMG IRREGULARITIES IM PUERTD RICO'S PRIMARY ELECTIONS

= AKHILESH YADAV, 5P CHIEF

~
4

Indian EVMs are custom-designed, secure and isolated from any
network or media — no connectivity, no bluetoath, wifi, internet,
ie, there is no way in. Factory-programmed controllers that
cannot be reprogrammed...
built right as India has done. We would be happy to run a
tutorial, Elon | RauEEY CHANDRASEKHAR, BIP'S FORMER UNION MINISTER

EVMs can be architected and

EVMSs in India are a ‘black
box'...nobody's allowed to
scrutinise... Concerns
are being raised about
transparency in

our electoral process
—RAHUL GANDHI, CONG MP

are standalone systems not
connected to the internet.
“We should eliminate
electronic voting machines.
The risk of being hacked by
humans or Al, while small, 1s
still too high,” Musk wrote on

X. sharing a post by Robert ¥
Kennedy Jr which cited me-
dia reports about hundreds
of voting irregularities rela-
ted to EVMs in Puerto Rico.

» ‘Sweeping statement’, P 10

EC junks report
of tampering at
Mumbai booth

_-\s claims of illegal EVM

access in Mumbai North-

West LS seat intensified,

Mumbai suburban returning :
officer (RO) on Sunday issued :
a rebuttal and sent notices to

publications over reports on
use of a phone by a poll agent.

EC and RO Vandana Surva-
vanshi clarified that EVMs :
were standalone devices and

needed no OTPs for unlocking,

report Prafulla Marpakwar

p EDIT: EC, Talk Better

& Nitasha Natu, Whilearela- |

tive of Sena MP Ravindra Wai-

kar has been booked for illegal :
use of a phone, cops saidsome :

media outlets incorrectly said

the phone was used to access :

OTPsfor opening EVMs. P6

Some irregularities in NEET at
specific locations detected: Min

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking a serious
view of the row over National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance

Test for admission to medical
colleges, education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
sSundaysaid noone, including
officials of National Testing
Agency that conducts the ex-
ams, would be spared if irre-
gularities were found, and in-
terests of all students who to-

P Docs, students unite in
fight against flaws, P 12

ok the test would be protected.
Govt is looking at reforms to
ensure that such problems do
not occur in future.

Pradhan, whotook charge
of the key portfolio last week,
noted that “some irregulariti-
es in NEET have come
to light from some specific lo-
cations” and assured stu-
dents that these would not be
tolerated.

*Some irregularities have
come to light in two places. 1

| assure students and
parents that govt has
taken this (irregularities)
seriously. Even if big officials
of NTA are found guilty, they
will not be spared. A lot of
improvement is required in
NTA. Govt is concerned...

no culprit will be
spared, they will
get the harshest
punishment
=DHARMENDRA
PRADHAN; UNICHN

EDUCATION
MINISTER

assure students and parents
that govt has taken this serio-
usly. Even if big officials of
NTA are found guilty, they
will not be spared. A lot of im-
provement is required in
NTA. The govt is concerned
about this, no culprit will
be spared, they will get the
harshest punishment,” Prad-
hansaid.

NTA and the education
ministry arelookingintoalle-
gations of paper leak at some

‘Scrap NEET’: Stalin

renews demand

“amil Nadu CM M K Sta-
lin reiterated his party's
demand toscrap NEET, high-
lighting complaints of al-
leged irregularities in this
yvear's medical entrance test.
He cited Gujarat Police FIRs
on invigilators allegedly
tampering with exam sheets
for money amid claims that
cheques, some worth crores,
had changed hands. P12

centres in Patna, which has
been flagged bv local police
although govt officials main-
tained that the number of
candidates who cleared the
exams from these centres was
not significant. Usually, as a
matter of abundant precau-
tion, there are two sets of pa-
pers, with the final one to be
used decided on the morning
of theexam.

»‘Won't be spared’, P 12

After terror strikes, Shah
reviews scene; ]arnmu
troop levels to g0 up

BhartiJaini@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Jammu divi-
sion of J&K — which witnes-
sed back-to-back terror attacks
in its Reasi, Kathua and Doda
districts last week — is set to
get a big boost in number of se-
curity forces who will domina-
te the mountain tops to tackle
fresh infiltration bids by terro-
rists trom Pakistan, The secu-
rity forces will also comb the
forested and undulating terra-
in for terrorists holed up there
with an intent to create unrest
and communal flare-upamong
the region's mixed Hindu-
Muslim population.

At a review meeting chai-
red by him here on Sunday, ho-
me minister Amit Shah direc-

: ted security agencies to use

“innovative means” and repli-

: cate the successes achieved in
. Kashmir region over the past
: few years — as reflected in the
: sharp decline in terrorist at-
- . . tacks and law-and-order-rela-
shawer likely to occur in some areas. - e : el
- ted incidents in the traditional

. Valley hotbeds, record flow of
. tourists and high voter turno-

Goddess, humans and
their best friend on
one Khuti Pu}a dais

Sudipto.Das@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A Ballygunge Dur-
ga Puja committee on Sunday
involved the entire neighbo-
urhood’s pet dogs in this ye-
ar's Khuti Puja—the ceremo-
nial start to the Durga Puja
preparations — following in
the footsteps of several other
city pujaorganisers who have
made their festivities pet-fri-
endly since 2022.

In its 58th vear, the 71 Palli
Baishakhi Sarbojanin Dur-
gotsab Samity's puja, run by a
23-member women-only com-
mittee, seelis to involve man's
— and woman's — best fri-
ends during Bengal's biggest
festivitw

TIMES Special

And why not? For this gro-
up of dog-lovers, every day is
a‘dogday’, soitmadenosense
to leave the four-legged fri-
ends out from the festival
“We feed strays, help adopt
strays and even gave them
shelter during Cyclone Re-
mal,” said club member Priy-
adarshini Sarkar, a proud ow-
nerof aShih Tzu.

“In our locality, there are
many pets, including Labra-
dors, Rottweilers, Golden Ret-
rievers, Great Danes, Indies
and local strayvs, who were
brought to the Khuti Puja,”
Sarkar added. “The idea was
unique and evervone welco-
med it,” said club secretary
Nandini Chatterjee. For Aha-
na Patra, a resident of Moni
Mukherjee Road in Bally-
gunge, it was the perfect op-
portunity for a day out with
her pet. “1 visited with my pet
Dhabal Chand, a three-vear-

Debobeata Shomse

Dogs and their humans at the
Khuti Puja of 71 Palli Baishakhi
Sarbojanin Durgotsab Samity in
Ballygunge on Sunday

old Labrador, and we both en-
joved it,"” she said.

The theme banner of the
puja was inaugurated by Ust-
ha Uthup.

In 2022, Bidhan Sarani At-
lasClubof north Kolkata, ina
first, showcased their pet-fri-
endly puja theme, ‘Shelter for
Pets’. In that puja, ‘Asur’ (the
demon) was replaced by two
stray dogs and were shown
sitting at the feet of the god-
dess Durga, praying for a ho-
me. Four canine members of
the Kolkata Police's dog squ-
ad were the chief guestsatthe
puja’s inauguration.

Last year, the same club
arranged a free pet check-up
camp and packaged nutrient-
rich foods for pets who were
visiting their pandal. “Our
idea turned so successiul that
other Durga Puja clubs, inclu-
ding even some Jagaddharti
Puja organisers in Chander-
nagore, adopted our idea,” sa-
id Biswajit Ghosh, the club’s
general secretary.

p‘Check animal cruelty’, P 2

HM Amit Shah along with NSA Ajit
Doval during a security meet

uts inrecent Lok Sabha polls —
by rolling out an area domina-
tion plan and zero-terror plan
in the Jammu division that se-
ems to be the new target of Pa-
Kistan-based terror outfits.

Shah, In a separate mee-
ting, reviewed security and
other arrangements for Amar-
nath Yatra beginning June 29
Among measures stressed by
him to make the yatra secure
and hasslefree for devotees
were tracking their movement
and that of yvatra vehicles thro-
ugh RFID tags. deployment of
sufficient security personnel,
proper sanitisation of routes,
fortification of camps and dis-
aster preparedness.

» Seamless coordination, P10

Zero FIR against
- guv’s nephew for

- rape & conspiracy

] 7 olkata Police has lodged

a zero FIR — for rape
and criminal conspiracy, re-
lated to the alleged sexual
abuse of a Kolkata-based
Odissi dancer at a Delhi ho-
tel in JJan 2023 — against gov-
ernor C YV Ananda Bose’'s ne-
phew. The governor and his
nephew have been implicat-
ed in this case, The governaor,
who has not been named,
had earlier pointed out thata
governor enjoved complete
immunity, even for personal
acts, while in office. P&

‘Riot reference in
texts can create
violent persons’

CERT director Dinesh

Prasad Saklani has said
that references to the Guja-
rat riots and Babri Masjid
demolition were modified in
school textbooks to avoid
creating “violent and dep-
ressed citizens”. He was try-
ing to reject accusations of
saffronisation of the school
curriculum.P8

Russia not at Ukraine
meet, India refrains from -
signing communique

BRICS Allies UAE,
SA, Brazil Don't
Endorse As Well

Sachin.Parashar
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The issueof Rus-
sia’s absence loomed large at
the peace summit in Switzer-
land, as India joined over a
dozen countries in not sig-
ning a joint communique
that declared any peace agre-
ement must be based on Uk-
raine’s territorial integrity
India backed out saying abi-
ding peace wasn't possible in
the absence of options accep-
table to both sides, as the
summit also could not elicit
the kind of support Ukraine
was hoping for from the Glo-
bal South.

Among others who did
not back the communique,
which was endorsed by 84 co-
untries and organisations
out of the 100 that participa-
ted, were important Indian

BRICS partners like UAE,
Brazil and South Africa,
apart from countries like
Indonesia and Thailand.
(Given the efforts to keep
Russia out and Moscow's
own reservations about the
summit, India was represen-
ted, asreported by TOI on Sa-
turday and earlier, by a secre-
tary-level official at the two-
day summit that ended on

P Remain engaged, P 8

Sunday. India never conside-
red participation at the hig-
hestoreven ministerial level.

Justifying India’s deci-
sion to not associate itself
with any communique/do-
cument, MEA secretary
(west) Pavan Kapoor, who led
the Indian delegation, said in
India’s view, only those op-
tionsacceptable to both parti-
es could lead to abiding pea-
ce: *In line with this appro-
ach, we have decided to not
associate with the joint com-
munique or any other docu-
ment emerging from the
summit.”

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Steps to boost

jobs by expanding the Pro-

duction Linked Incentive
scheme to furniture, toys, fo-
otwear and more segments
of textiles, along withafocus
on MSMEs, while increasing
income levels of women and
boosting infrastructure, are

b FM to meet farmers'
bodies, economists, P 12

Ist Modi 3.0 Budget to eye
ob creation by expanding
~ PLI scheme, MSME focus

MIDDLE CLASS SOPS?

> FM looks at sops for the
middle class, which may not
be limited to tax concessions
but may extend to interest
rate subsidies for home loans

» Multiple suggestions to
raise income levels for women

» |n case of infrastructure,
govt is keen to continue with
the thrust on public spending

expected to be among the key
thrust areas of the Modi
oovt'sfirst Budget in its third
term with several of theissu-
es also being part of govt's
100-day agenda that will feed
into the targets for 2030.

Besides, the finance mi-
nistry is looking at sops for
the middle class, which may
not necessarily be limited
to options around tax conces-
sions but may extend to in-
ferest rate subsidies for hou-
sing loans and other meas-
ures,

These are preliminary
areas of emphasis, some flo-

Expand base, avoid

super rich tax: Cll

ITE CMD Sanjiv Puri took
over as CII president dur-
ing polls. In an interview to
TOI, Puri emphasised the ne-
ed towiden the tax base, while
rejecting higher levies on the
super rich and backed a
three-slab GST structure. P15

wingfrom theelection outco-
me, with detailed consulta-
tions yet to begin.

> Will meet state FMs, P 10
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BMC TO LAY PIPELINE TO SUPPLY FILTERED WATER
TO RAJARHAT-GOPALPUR HOMES | 4

S Bengal heat singes crops,

E AUSSIE COUPLE IN KOLKATA AFTER TRAVERSING
7 14 COUNTRIES IN 102-YEAR-OLD BEAN CAR | 3

sets veggie markets on fire

Sukhomoy Sen

Rates Soar By
30% To 80%
In 4-5 Days

FLUCTUATING WEATHER

June 1 June

Veggie

=R

June

Krishnendu Bandyopadhyay &

Monotosh Chakraborty | tun
Kolkata: Bengal's agricul-

tural sector is facing signifi-
cantchallenges due tofluctu-

ating weather patterns and
disruptions in supply cha-

ins, leading toa sharprise in
vegetable prices across the

Met: Rain likely

in Kol tomorrow

(*/ka) 9 16 i 3
Brinjal 50 90 | 150
Long beans 50 120 | 150
Ridged 40 70 | 90
gourd
Pointed 30 50 | 70
gourd
Okra 40 60 | 70
Green 80 120 | 200
chillies
Cabbage 30 40 50
Bitter Gourd 60 80 | 120
Capsicum 140 | 160 | 200
Tomato 30 50 | 90

K olkata may not receive heavy
rain before Tuesday. Met
office has predicted an
increasing chance of
thunderstorms from Tuesday but
is not certain if that will usherin
monsoon. Southwest monsoon
arrivedin Kolkata on June 19 last
year. Met office said conditions
are favourable for further
advancement of monsoonto
some parts of S Bengal,
remaining parts of N Bengal in
next four to five days. mn

state. Thedisruptionof train
services due to the extension
of railway platforms at Seal-
dah station also affected the
supply chain.

‘Move to help check
animal cruelty’

b Continued fromP 1

~ ™ therprominent pujaor-
() ganisers, such as Beha-
laClubinthesouthand
Salkia Chatra Bayam Samity
in Howrah have also, inthere-
cent past. turned their pujas
pet-friendly
“The initiative is heart-
warming and [ hope such
awareness measures  will
help reduce animal cruelty,”
said actress Debashree Roy
an animal rights activist.
“Until a few years ago, anum-
ber of notable puja commit-
tees used to request KMC to
shift strays away from their
puja venues, which we fought
hard to stop,” she added. So-
ciologist Prashanta Roy said;
“The approach 1s very posi-
tive. This sends a strong mess-
age to society — of building
strong bonds with animals.”
Indologist Niladri Sankar
Bandvopadhvay also lauded

The region recently expe-
rienced a cycle of dry heat-
waves punctuated by cyelone

Remal that led to heavy rain-
fall and now a punishing mo-

ist-heat wave, leaving crops.
particularly vegetables, un-
der severe stress. This has

widened the gap between

supply and demand, causing
pricestosoar.

“The excessive heat, de-
lay in monsoon arrival and
disruptions in train services
have collectively pushed up
vegetable prices by 30% to
50% over the past four to five
days. But in a fortnight, the
rise is sharper,” said Anir-

Debobrata Shame

Club members with their pets
during the Khuti Puja

the initiative. “In Hindu my-
thology, dogs have often been
portrayed as loyal compan-
ions, Even in the Mahabhara-
1a, they have been portraved
as loval to a fault, ones who
stay with you when one is
alone, even when all whom
vou hold dear are no longer
there, These initiatives
will foster that age-hold be-

lief and bond.”
(Inputs from Poulami Roy
Banerjee)

ban Ghosh, an agro-econo-
mist. Prices of some vegetab-
les even soared by 80%.

Kamal De, president of
the West Bengal Vegetables
Growers’ and Vendors’ Asso-
ciation, said: “The excessive
heat has significantly redu-
ced yields, with many vege-
table plants failing to bloom
or dropping flowers before
producing vegetables.” He
also held the disruption in
train services as one of the
biggest factors behind the ri-
sing prices.

Amirul Sk, afarmer from
Bhangar, added, “The delay-
ed monsoon has stressed un-

DISRUPTS SUPPLY CHAIN

- - = L AP

The
| fluctuating
# weather
pattern
Y ,Aﬁ:‘_: has led to
R ol 3 riSe in
vegetable
prices

derground water resources,
with irrigation channels
drying up. The relentless he-
at has exacerbated the situa-
tion.” Sk is also worried abo-
ut excessive rain during the
mMOonsoon.

In urban markets, consu-
mers are feeling the pinch as
prices continue to climb.
Kartick Saha, a vendor at
Maniktala, said, “Despite of-
fering fresh and high-quality
vegetables, customers’ de-
mand has dwindled.”

Sangita Chatterjee, a ho-
memaker, said; “The steady
rise inprices has severely hit
our Kitchen budget.”

T -y
............

Rain, fresh landslides cut off north

Roshan Gupta | an

Bengal from Sikkim, hit rescue ops

Siliguri: The rescue operation for more
than 2,000 tourists stranded due to multi-
ple landslides in North Sikkim remained
suspended due to inclement weather on
Sunday,

The incessant rain triggered fresh
landslides along NH-10, disrupting Sik-
kim's connectivity with north Bengal and
leading to serpentine traffic along the
highway

In Sikkim, Mangan district magist-
rate, Hem Kumar Chettri, maintained
that they would airlift the stranded tour-
15ts on Monday if the weather permits or
else they would be rescued by the road-
ways and the tourists might have to walk
for 100 metres where roads were vet to be
restored.

Traffic movement was affected on
NH-10 after boulders fell at Likhuvir on

OVER 2K STILL STRANDED

IN NORTH SIKKIM

Thursday The district administration
said temporary disruptions were still oc-
curring due to falling of boulders at Lik-
huvir and Melli.

Kalimpong district magistrate, Bala
Subramanian, said ensuring the safety of
the passengers they had advised the vehi-
cles to take the alternative routes. Traffic
diversion had been advised for vehicles
from Siliguri and Sikkim at Rangpo and
Coronation Bridge,

“The restoration work is going on full
swing,” said Chettri. Tourist stranded in
Chungthang, who have taken shelter at
the gurdwara, raised their grievances
over bad nefwork connectivity and re-
quested the Sikkim government for im-
mediate evacuation.

Incessant rain triggered fresh landslides along NH-10, hitting Sikkim's connectivity with N Bengal

“We have been stuck since June 13.
Though we are getting food from the gurd-
wara, all of us are scared. There isno con-
firmation of airlifting. We want the govt
to take immediate actions so that all
stranded tourists can reach home safely
We are far from home, we cannot contact

our family members asthere isnoconnec-
tivity"” atourist said. Around 400 to 500 are
stranded in Chungthang and around 1,500
in Lachung. “We do not have cash and the
ATM is low on power as there is no elec-
tricity”’, said another group of tourists
stranded at Chungthang.

~ Kingpin of iPhone

* Arrhythmia on rise among city’s

younger population, say docs

Prithvijit. Mitra@timesagroup.com

Kolkata: Arrhyvthmiaorabnormal heart
rhythm is on the rise among the city’s vo-
unger population and a significantly hig-
her number is being diagnosed with the
cardiac disease everv vear, say city car-
diologists even as World Heart Rhythm
week wasobservedfrom June2to8. Itisa
potential risk factor which is often igno-
red or remain undiagnosed due to muted
symptoms.

Cardiac arrythmias are abnormaliti-
es in heart rhyvthm and can be fatal, poin-
ted out Tapabrata De, interventional car-
diologist at Charnock Hospital. “Such
rhythm disturbances are increasing in
the general population, particularly in
vounger people with diabetes, high thyro-
id levels and due to smoking and alco-
hol,” said De.

It 1s ofien overlooked as a cardiac is-
sue and remains undiagnosed, said
CMRI Hospital cardiologist and electrop-
hysiologist Rakesh Sarkar. “A sudden pal-
pitation, throbbing in chest or missing a
few beats are ignored by the voung while

DISEASE FACTS

» Cardiac arrhythmias are
abnormalities in heart rhythm and
can be fatal

» Around 40% of cardiac patients

in India show signs of heart rhythm
disorders while 90% of cardiac arrests
are caused by arrhythmia or irregular
heart rhythm, according to the Indian
Heart Rhythm Society (IHRS)

» |t has led to sudden deaths of
many young and middle-aged people,
who were apparently symptomless,
say cardiologists

Kids can’t recognize these. It could result
in a sudden cardiac arrest. On most occa-
sions, an ECG or a halter monitor is re-
commended which often fail todetect arr-
hythmia. This is where you need an elec-
trophysiologist who conducts a thorough
evaluation that includes a detailed revi-
ew of the patient’s medical history, analy-
sis of symptoms and a variety of non-in-

vasive tests,” said Sarkar,

Cardiac arrvthmias like ventricular
tachycardia can lead to sudden death. “It
has led to sudden deaths of many voung
and middle-aged who were apparently
symptomless, If is common in people
with underlying hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy where muscles of the heart getab-
normally thickened. A timely diagnosis
and in suitable cases, implantation of a
cardiac defibrillator can save lives,” ad-
ded De. Arrhythmia canstrikeat any age,
said Fortis Hospital cardio-thoracic sur-
geon KM Mandana. “Weare increasingly
detecting it in young patients who are ap-
parently healthy and fit. I have had seve-
ral patients over the last two vears,” said
Mandana.

A two-vear-old who suffered a heart
failure due to arrhythmia was treated at
CMRI Hospital last week, said Sarkar
“Treatment needs to be tailored to the pa-
tient's specific needs by recommending
the most suitable type of therapy such as
medicines or Radiofrequency Ablation
(RFA) or pacemaker and optimal place-
ment.”

theft held in Delhi

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: The main accused
in the theft and loot of a truck
that was carryving iPhones
has been arrested by CID fol-
lowing extensive raids in
New Delhi.

The case was handed over
to CID by Calcutta High Court
last Sept after the owners re-
ported loss worth crores. The

TRUCK LOOTED

LAST SEPT

total number of arrests in
this case now stands at three,

“*We conducted a raid in
Delhi’s Punjabi Bagh, Our te-
am took into confidence the
transporter —owner of Bala-
ji logistic, Sanjiv Kumar —
and arrested one Aslam, a re-
sident of Baghoda in Rajast-
han's Alwar. He is the king-
pin. Henotonly made the plan

to loot the mobile phones but
executed it, too. He also con-
fessed the same.”

The gang involved in cy-
ber fraud and looting trucks
loaded with Apple mobile
phones is active in Nuh and
Mewat, Haryvana, a probe by
CID into the robbery in West
Midnapore’s Debra on Sept 28
had found.

“The entire operation is
controlled from there, As so-
on as the new mobiles are loa-
ded from thefactory, the infor-
mation reaches them. The ex-
pensive sets are being stop-
ped and unloaded on the
highway, Some of the looted
mobiles are being used for cy-
ber fraud. The rest are being
sent to Dubai, Malaysia, and
various parts of India,” said
an officer. The CID wasable to
find out by checking call deta-
1ls of the driver’'s mobile that
calls had come to him several
times from two numbers.

Sunday rush missing: Minus Acropolis, Fire dept turns down

Sarthak Ganguly
& Subhojyoti Kanjilal | Tun

Rolkata: The fire and subsequ-
ent closure of Acropolis Mall
has left the chill zone surroun-
ding the mall premises deser-
ted. The local economy isalso fe-
eling the heat as traders in the
vicinity of the south Kolkata
landmark destination claimed
their business has nosedived
since Friday.

From restaurants and pubs
tosmall-timetraderssellingtea,
cigarettes and juice outside the
mall, all have stopped replenis-
hing stocks as they said footfall
of customers inthis hangout zo-
ne has slumped drastically in
the past three days.

Debobrata Pal, employee of
an eatery, Soul of Chennali, loca-
ted opposite themall, said: “Our
business has gone down in the
past three days as people are
hardly comingto this area. This
situation will continue till the
mall is back in operation. We get
maximum customers on the we-
ekends but this Saturday and
sunday looked gloomy.”

Prashanta Pal, captain of
the resto bar Cheeni Kum, said
that on weekends people don't
get seats at the restobar but the
scene has changed this weekend
following the fire.

Moloy Dey, chef of the res-
taurant Soul of Bengal, also ru-
ed they were missing out on the
crowd of running customers
dropping in for food after shop-
ping or watching movies in the
mall.

Small time stationery shops
located oppositethe mall alsore-
main abuzz with customers —

From restaurants to small-time traders selling tea and juice outside the mall, all have stopped replenishing stocks

ranging from mall staff to pat-
rons and visitors coming to the
mall. But since Friday, the foo-
fall has dipped.

“There was practically no
business in my shop on Satur-
day and Sunday On Friday,
when the fire happened, some
people from the mall had bought

water from me. In last two days,
our business has slumped by
809%-90%," said Paritosh Dey;
one of the shop owners,
Subham Mondal, ownerof a
tea stall near the mall, said,
“Mall staff, visitors and employ-
ees from various offices used to
visit my stall daily. I needed aro-

und 5 kg tea leaves daily for the
business. After the fire, footfall
of customers has dropped so
much that I am not being able to
use even a 250-gram tea packet
completely”

Some roadside hawkers,
who used to make brisk busi-
ness in the hangout zone, have

In the evening, our
hiz dips by 50%-60%
as hardly any crowd is
here since Friday. We are
banking on our -7
fixed clientele
Moloy Dey |

CHEF OF SOUL OF
BENGAL

Every weekend our
place brims with
customers and many have
to stand on road. This
weekend, the area has
become deserted. Qur
business

has dropped
by 20%
Prashanta Pal |
CAPTAIN, CHEENI KLIM S

| am shiftingtoa
new place for now as

| am not getting
customers after the fire.
Till Thursday, | had suldh
The

200-250 glasses.

sales have now g
dipped to less ¢
than 20 a day |
Barun Kumar

A JUICE SELLER

also started moving elsewhere.
Barun Kumar, a sugar cane jui-
ce seller, said, “lam shiftingtoa
new place for the time beingasl
amnot getting customers in this
areaeversince thefire broke out
in the mall. People are not co-
ming hereatall. I will return on-
ce the situation improves.”

Tamaghna Banerjee & Subhro Niyogi | tnn

Kolkata: The state fire department on
Sunday turned down an appeal by the
Acropolis mall authorities toallow them
re-open the unaffected portion of the
mall where a fire had broken out on Fri-
day and have told them that the permis-
sion can be granted only after all agenci-
es, including state forensic department,
directorate of electricity and the fire de-
paritment submit their audit reports
about the reason behind the fire.
“Themall authorities have writtento
us to allow them permission to reopen
the mall but we have told them that a de-
cision can be taken only after a thorough
assessment of all the audit reports re-
garding the cause and origin of fire and
how the fire prevention and detection
mechanism had worked,” said Jag Mo-
han, thedirector general of fire services.
He said mall authorities havealready
submitted CCTV footage and all other
documents sought by them from mall of-
ficials and their officials were assessing
them. State forensic sciences depart-
ment is vettosubmit its findings though.
On Sunday, TOI found cops posted
outside the mall and all the entry exit po-
ints were sealed by portable collapsible
gates assecurity guards allowed selected
staff to enter the building for clean up
and restoration work and turned down
visitorsand other guests, The broken wi-
dow panes were sealed with PVC sheets.
“Themanagement of Acropolis Mall
has been working tirelessly since the un-
fortunate fire to restore normalcy. We
are investing substantial amounts to re-
pair the damage caused by the fire and
the subsequent efforts of the Fire Briga-
de. As per directions of fire authorities,
we have provided all necessary docu-
ments and camera footage to them. The
mall became the cynosure of all guests
and the best hangout zonefor all in south
Kolkata. We are confident that we will be

WAIT FOR CLEARANCES

> FSL report on cause and origin of fire
» Audit report by police
» Audit report by fire dept

» Clearance from directorate of
electricity

» Final clearance from state fire
and emergency dept
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able to restore normalcy as soon as pos-
sible,” said Krishna Jha, senior mana-
ger, operations at Acropolis Mall

Sources of multiple agencies have
hinted that the fire in the mall was not
caused by ashort circuit. That it was not
an electrical one was also borne by the
fact that electricity distributor CESC
hasnot switched off supply tothemall. It
is the mall authorities who switched off
the circuit breaker to the mall transfor-
mer as required in a fire incident. The
transformer is managed by the mall.

“Acropolis is a 33,000 volt high ten-
gion consumer. We have not switched off
supply as this is not an electrical fire.
Themall has acted as per norm as a mat-
terof safety Oncethey have therequisite
clearances, the mall management will
switch on the supply.” a source at CESC
said,
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Cops Detain ggyr JAIL SUPER DENIES ALLEGATION

3, Recover
Motorbike

Sanjib Chakraborty | Tun

Kolkata: Hours after busi-
nessman Ajay
Mondal had a
close shave as a
oang of extor-
e B tionists  fired
- eight rounds at
‘ his car on a bu-
sy BT Road at Belgharia's
Rathtala More on Saturday af-
ternoon, he received at least
three threat calls— reportedly
from jailed Bihar gangster
Subodh Singh and his associa-
te Ramesh Singh — deman-
dinga “settlement”.

“0On Sunday;, [ received two
morecalls —around9amand1
pm. While the first one was
from Ramesh Singh in Bihar
the second time it was Subodh
Singhagain, whosaid: ‘Ididn't
tryto kill you, it wasjusta war-
ning. You should compromise
and settle the issue with me to
run your business smoothly.
Then nobody will harm you,
and I will take over the matter:
Had I wanted to kill vou, mv as-
sociates would have barged in-

Who is Subodh Singh?

» Subodh Kumar Singh (40),
also known as Dilip Singh, was

for a jewellery heist

to be held as an undertrial
prisoner

» Singh hails from Chistipur

been orchestrating heists from

» His gang has carried out
robberies in at least six states
across India, including West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,

arrested by the STF in Jan 2018,

> Singh was transferred to Beur
Central Jail, where he continues

village in Nalanda district. He has

within the jail for the past 5 years

Police at the spot on BT Road
where the shooting took place on

Saturday afternoon

He is not involved in
extortion or murder
cases. Some other

miscreants must have used
his name. Singh's modus

| went to buy

medicines.
While returning
home, | saw a huge
police force in front
of our home. | have
been staying here
for 30 years but
never seen anything
like this before
Supriyo Chakrabarty |

 LOCAL RESIDENT

| can't imagine

a shooting
here! The place is
S0 crowded...
anyone could have

operandi involves minimum || got injured
Haryana, and Uttarakhand violence — Jitendra Kumar | i
(Text by Kshitiz Singh in Patna) | BEUR JAIL SUPERINTENDENT | RESIDENT
to your car showroom and shooting, started tracking The motorbike on which
riddled you with a0 rounds of down the “sharp shooters” two youths came to the

bullets’,” Mondal said. He said
he had to agree with Singh du-
ring this interaction to save
himself from further attempts
on his life. Police said Subodh
Singh contacted the business-
man through a ‘voice-over in-
ternet protocol’ (VoIP) call.
Police detained three su-
spects and recovered a motor-
bike that was used during the

who were reportedly engaged
by the Bihar-based gangster. .
Cops arealso looking for Saha-
jad Ali, a Titagarh-based ex-
tortionist, who had demanded
Rs101akh from Mondal.
“Three associates of Ali —
identified as Sunny, Vicky and
Sonu have been detained
from Titagarh Station Road.
They are being interrogated.

spot and the pillion rider fired
several rounds at the car, was
recovered from the Belgharia
station area,” a senior police
officer said.

Mondal was terrified and
visibly shaken on Sunday whi-
le recalling the incident of fi-
ring and subsequent threats
over phone. “It was around 4
pm on Saturday while I was

Shot at on road, bizman gets threat
calls from jailed Bihar gangster

thanking God for somehow
surviving the deadly attack
while sitting at the Belgharia
police station and narrating
the entire matter about the
shooting to the senior police
officers, my mobile phone
started ringing. Initially 1
didn't take the call. When the
phone rang a second time, [
picked itup. A calm voice from
the other end, introducing
himself as Subodh Singh, said
‘Beurse bol raha hu. Is bar toh

bach gava sala... lekin agli bar

kaun bachayvega?” 1 immedia-
tely handed over my phonetoa
police officer,” Mondal said.

“Subodh also called anot-
her promoter in Barrackpore
at 4.30 pmon Saturday, mentio-
ning the attack on Mondal asa
warning. This time too, it was
a VoIP call,” a senior police of-
ficer said.

Real estate developer Mon-
dal, a resident of Barrackpo-
re's Nonachandanpukur, who
also owns several car and mo-
torbike showroomsat Agarpa-
ra, Khardah and Baguiati, cla-
imed he had to pay “protection
money " for over a decade after
he started real estate projects,
especially in Titagarh area.

“Weare spending sleepless
nights. My motherfell ill. How
will my father run his busi-
ness,” said Mousumi. Mon-
dal'sdaughter.

Free School Street shooting: Cops arrest 5,
continue search for Gabbar aide Sona

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Probing into the
Free School Street firing case
where a dispute over somet-
hingastrivialasovertakinga
bike led to a 29-year-old man
being shot in the early hours
of Saturday, cops have arres-
ted five men. However, the
main accused Sona alias Mo-
hammed Faiuddin (25) -aclo-
se aide of jailed gangster
Gabbar — who had actually
shot three rounds one of
which hit the victim on his
right leg is still absconding.
Police said Sona (47), was

arrested on criminal charges
in the past. including the
Khadim  vice-chairperson
Partha Roy Burman abduc-
tion case in 2002. He was im-
plicated in a number of cri-
minal eases ranging from
murder, abduction, extor-
tion, and drug trafficking by
the police in the past. On Sun-
day, police arrested Sk Afsar,
Md Shabbir, Md Asu, Md Fa-
rukh, and Matthew, Among
them, Afsar and Shabbir are
relatives of the main accused
aona. Shabbir is Sona's brot-
her-in-law who he was visi-
tingon Friday night.
At4.30pmon Friday, adis-

One of the arrested at Bankshall
Court on Sunday

pute arose between Sona and
the victim Ekhlas Begg when
Ekhlas had overtaken himon

abikeon Mirza Ghalib Street.
They had a heated argument
after which both left the spot.
Later, around 12.10 am on Sa-
turday, Sona arrived at Shab-
bir's home where Ekhlas too
had reached with his group
of friends to avenge the dis-
pute, An argument ensued
again between the two and
this time, Sona suddenly pul-
led out a pistol and started fi-
ring. As Ekhlas collapsed on
the ground, Sona fled. Ekhlas
is still admitted at CNMC Ho-
spital with a bullet would on
hisright calf muscle.

On Sunday, all the arres-
ted were presented at a city

court and were remanded to
police custody.

During the investigation,
the Park Street police disco-
vered that Sona is still invol-
ved in multiple notorious ac-
tivities and has been behind
bars on multiple occasions,
In Kolkata’s underworld, he
is known to many as the “con-
vent-educated gangster”. “All
five arrested men were with
him at the time of the inci-
dent and had helped him to
escape. We are interrogating
his relatives and companions
to trace his location and ar-
rest him,"” said a senior Kol-
kata Police officer,
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Main accused,
12 others held
for Kasba clash

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: A week after the
clash, rampage, bombing and
firing at Indu Park near Raj-
danga in Kasba, cops arrested
the main accused and local to-
ugh, Dinu Yadav, along with 12
otherson Sunday.

The total number of peo-
plenabbed in connection with
the incident stood at 15.

Yadav had been on the run
after the incident at Kasba.
Cops said their investigation
was underway.

Around9.45pmonJuned. a
group of 30 people had alle-
gedly gone on a rampage du-
ring a clash between two gro-
ups, hurling bombs and firing
at the spot. A second round of
bomb attack took place aro-
und 11pm on the same night
even as cops entered the loca-
litw

Itwasalleged that Dinu Ya-
dav,along with20to30associa-
tes, had attacked locals during
the clash. The accused not on-
ly fired shots but also hurled
bombs in the area. Cops had
recovered cartridge shells
from the scene. Local resi-
dentsaccused Dinuand hisas-
sociates of spreading terror:

A local, Ruma Samaddar
(26), a resident of P Majumdar
Road was severely injured af-
ter miscreants had punched
and Kicked her. Locals clai-
med another young man was
injured due to bomb splinters
while a couple of parked two-
wheelers were also damaged.

Cops said Yadav had mas-
terminded the attack.
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Clash over parking
control in Shalimar

Rupak Banerjee| Tnn

Howrah: Shalimar in Ho-
wrah remained tense on Sun-
day following a clash between
two groups over controlling
parking in the area. During
the clash, the accused alleged-
ly threw stones, vandalized se-
ven cars and four electric
rickshaws or totos. Six people
have heen arrested so far in

ween the two groups led by
Balla Bhai and Mukesh Singh
had been going on for a long ti-
me over the supply of materi-
als for building construction
in the area as well as parking
of totos and trucks. Both Balla
and Mukhesh are reportedly
Trinamool members. Cops sa-
id the two were absconding af-
ter the incident. A search for
them has been launched.

RAF personnel patrol Shalimar nc-lghhuurhﬂﬂds on Sunday

connection with the incident.

Locals alleged the miscre-
ants belonged to two factions
of Trinamool Congress in the
area. However, the party deni-
ed the allegation.

According to the police, a
long dispute over parking out-
side the Shalimar railway sta-
tion resulted in the clash on
Sunday When cops reached
the spot, locals surrounded
them, protesting against the
incident. Later, a large con-
tingent of the police and Rapid
Action Foree (RAF) personnel
were deploved to control the si-
tuation.

Locals said the dispute bet-

On Sunday trouble started
when a youth from one of the
groups was reportedly beaten
up on road and after this, the
clash started between the ri-
vals, It was alleged that the
miscreants had attacked some
locals, including women, after
barging into their houses.

Amit Rai, a local, said,
“These extortionists collect Rs
10fromeach totoand Rs 5-Rs 60
from the passengers of each
cah. Cab drivers are forced to
pay Rs20."

Manju Devi Das, another
local, said, “Disturbances ke-
ep occurring in this area. We
arescared after this incident.”

Car rolls into Hooghly with 1l-yr-old inside

The car slid down the riverbank and went into the Hooghly. Locals jumped into the water and saved the
11-year-old boy who was seated inside the car

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A car parked near
the Hooghly river beside the
Bhootnath temple in Nimta-
1a, rolled down into the river
with an 11-year-old boy seated
inside on Sunday morning.
Locals quickly jumped into
action and rescued the child
before he drow-
ned with the
submerged car,

The inci-
dent occurredaround 7.15am
when a family from Narend-
rapur parked their car at
Nimtala Ghat and went to
fetch water from the Hooghly,
while the teenager was still
sitting inside.

As the parked car rolled
into the river, the boy screa-
med for help. A group of lo-

LOCALS RESCUE

TRAPPED BOY

cals along with two police-
men posted nearby ran down
the banks and jumped into
the water torescue the boy by
smashing the car window
withinaminute.

On the first day of the
month of Ashar, several peo-
ple from the city and suburbs
visited the Bhootnath Temp-
le. The family from Narend-
rapur had
parked their
car in neutral
at the Nimta-
la Ghat when the incident to-
ok place.

The young boy was given
cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion(CPR)and revived quick-
ly. With the help of Disaster
Management Group (DMG)
and River Traffic Police, the
car too was pulled out of the
waters.
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Aussie couple on 102-year-old car
traverses 1 countries, reaches Kol

State asks
colleges
to submit

a/c details

Tinmes News NETWORK

Kolkata: The state higher
education department has
asked college authorities to
give a declaration on the ac-
count details of undergradu-
ate colleges.

A Google form has been
sent to the colleges, including
govt and aided colleges, and
they have been asked tofill the
forms by June 18. Colleges
have been asked to make it
clear how many accounts are

‘FILL UP FORMS

BY TUESDAY’

being maintained by them.
They have also been asked
about the fixed deposits they
have and their maturity.

The notice reached colleg-
eson Sunday when the depart-
ment was busy with the open-
ing of admission portal. “It's
very surprising that the no-
ticed reached at a time when
we are busy with the admis-
sion portal opening,” said a
principal. A higher education
department official said col-
leges would be informed soon
about the purpose of making
the declaration.

Susmita Banerjee

Kolkata: An elderly couple from Aust-
Lang and Bev Kidby-
the Classic Driver’s Club’s (CDC) vinta-
oe carrally ona sultry Sunday morning
in Kolkata, after having traversed 14 co-
untries over a pericd of almost four
months in their 102-vear-old vintage car,
a 1923 Bean. The couple embarked on
their journey as ‘an adventure trip’ be-
fore they get constricted by age on
March 18 from England and reached the

ralia—

city last Monday,

Lang and Bev, in their late seventies,
shipped the Beanfrom AustraliatoEng-
land and drove through Europe toenter
Asia towards the end of April. Their jo-
urney to India saw them driving thro-
ugh Iran and Pakistan where they enco-
untered several obstacles, The couple
braved soaring temperatures and faced
several mechanical issues with the car,
However, Lang and Bev were prepared
for harsh circumstances and trained
themselves in aerobics to get fit.

On reaching Pakistan, Bev's

PASSING
THROUGH

way to India alone. The Kidbys' drove
through multiple conflict areas as well
and armed guards followed their expe-
dition to prevent them from facing any

was not accepted and she
had to fly from Lahore to
Dubai and then to New Del-
hi to reach India, whereas
Lang had to drive all the

1ssues in those areas.

The couple described the journey as
‘wonderful and worthwhile’, *

new people is what makes the journey

took on

Lang and Bev Kidby on an adventure trip with their 1923 Bean

Sukhomoy Sen

-

e-visa

1

modation in all the different countries
that they travelled through.

The couple’s entry into Bengal was
marked by a detour to Murshidabad’s

famous

Meeting

more enjovable. When my friends ask
me about my interaction with the lo-
cals, I always say that they are wonder-
ful and delightful to engage with,’
Bev. The duo went on to say that the ove-
rall trip was carried out effortlessly
with the immense support
of FIVA, the International
Federation for Historic Ve-
hicles. Theircarclubsorga-
nized the couple’s accom-

palace-turned-heritage-hotel
Cossimbazar Palace. Pallab Roy, owner
of the property, said “l am an automobi-
leenthusiast myself and I take an inter-

"said

Lang.

Ritabrata
Committee member of
Diriver's Club, the only club in India to
be a member of FIVA said that,
glad that Langand Bev madeoureventa
memarableone.”

estinrestoring vintage cars”.

Bev said that she has alwaysenjoved
her stay in India. “It’s so colourful and
noisy, the hussle and bussle of thecityis
something 1 love”. They are currently
lodged at a city club and plan to depart
from Kolkata in the coming week. Ho-
wever, their departure from the city is
nottheendof their journey “This isme-
rely two-thirds of our journey We are
shipping the car to Australia where we
will travel 5,000 kilometers more,” said

Mukherjee, General
the Classic

“We are

One killed, three hurt in three
bike accidents across city

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: One person was kil-
led and three
others injured
in two-wheeler
accidentss in
the citv. Aro-
und 4.55 am on
Sunday, Akash

£
3
Makhal(18), aresidentof Pan-
chasayar, riding a bike witho-
ut a helmet was killed after he
lost control and rammed into a

median divider near Mukun-
dapur crossing on EM Bypass.
He was rushed to hospital with
multiple injuries where he
was declared dead.

Around 1.40 am on Sunday;,
a biker (33) and a pillion rider
(34) were injured when the bi-
ke lost control and rammed in-
to a light post on Red Road.
They were rushed to SSKM
Hospital from where they we-
re discharged after treatment.
Both of them were not wea-

ring helmets.

Around lam, a 19-year old
resident of Bansdroni was in-
Jured after the bike lost control
and rammed into a roadside
wall on Raja SC Mullick Road.
He was rushed to a nearby ho-
spital and was discharged af-
ter treatment.

A 38vyear-old auto ricks-
haw driver was injured after
being dashed by a private car
on NSC Bose Road on Saturday
around 10.30pm.

Ex-principal
lodges plaint
against school

Poulami Roy Banerjee &
Dipawali Mitra | Tnn

Kolkata: The former princi-
pal of an English-medium
school in Dum Dum has lod-
ged a police complaint aga-
inst the school authority, in-
cluding the secretary, for the
sexual harassment and defa-
ming her following a press
conference by the school.

On Sunday evening, she
went to Gariahat PS and lod-
ged a formal complaint. Ear-
lier, she had sent emails to
Dum Dum and Gariahat po-
lice stations against the
school management for defa-
ming her, stating that her
academic certificates arefal-
se and she had brought bad
reputation to schools where
she had worked earlier.

The ex-principal told
TOI: “1 filed the complaint
when they defamed meonan
open platform.”

The school secretary sa-
id, “She has the right to app-
roach the cops. 1 will coope-
rate with the probe.”

2 bodies found

Kolkata: Two elderly per-
sons were found dead in the
city on Sunday Around
8.30am, the decomposed bo-
dy of a woman (79), a resi-
dent of Prince Anwar Shah
Road was found lving on the
floor in her room. In anot-
her case, a 64-year old care-
taker of a two-storey buil-
ding on Strand Road was fo-
und dead on the staircase
around 7.30am. Tan
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Admission to Engineering/Architecture Courses (2024-25)

University, Chandigarh.

Chandigarh.

Hoshiarpur.

Online
Registration Ends

23rd June, 2024

Admissions on
the basis of

JEE (MAIN)-2024

JOINT ADMISSION COMMITTEE (JAC) — 2024
UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY,
PANJAB UNIVERSITY, SECTOR 25, CHANDIGARH-160014

Online registrations are invited for admission to various B.E. /
B. Arch./Integrated B.E. (Chemical)- MBA Courses in:-
1. University Institute of Engineering & Technology, Panjab

2. Dr. 5.5.B. University Institute of Chemical Engineering &
Technology, Panjab University, Chandigarh.

3. Chandigarh College of Engineering & Technology, Sector-26,

4. University Institute of Engineering & Technology, PUSSGRC,

5. Chandigarh College of Architecture, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

For Information & Updates:-
Visit: jacchd.admissions.nic.in

Contact: 6280089748,
1719716783

Chairperson, JAC-2024
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Civic Body
Plans To
Float Tenders

Suman.Chakraborti
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Localities in Rajar-
hat Gopalpur, which fall un-
der Bidhannagar Municipal
Corporation’s (BMC) wards 1
to 21— covering Baguiati,
Kestopur, Kaikhali and its
surroundings —will soon get
filtered water supply.

With elections over, the
BMC has planned to float ten-
ders to take up the ambitious
projectof laying pipelines for
supplyingfiltered water toits
wards 1 to 21. Work to set up
house-to-house connectionin
BMC ward 22 to 26 and in
wards 38 and parts of 39 will
also start.

Mayukh Sengupta

I333CR SANCTIONED FOR PROJECT

> Project | Filtered water
supply distribution network
to cover BMC wards 1 to 21

» Funds sanctioned | 7333
crore approved for the
project under
AMRUT 2.0 Mission

> Execution | The project to
be undertaken in phases

» Additional work | BMC will
also take up work to set up
house-to-house connections
in wards 22 to 26, 38 and
parts of 39

The project will

benefit Rajarh

-Gc:i:nlpur. covering
Baguiati, Kestopur, Kaikhali and its surroundings

Officials said earlier this
year the Centre's AMRUT 2.0
mission approved a Rs 333-
crore detail project report for

BMC tosetupafiltered water
distribution network in
wards 1 to 21, covering Rajar-
hat Gopalpur area, which

mostly uses underground re-
serves for water supply.

Threetofourseparateten-
ders were being planned to be
floated as the entire project
was planned to be executed in
phases, officials added. *The
first step is to lay pipelines to
set up the main distribution
network. Once this iscomple-
ted, next will be to set up hou-
se-to-house connections,” sa-
id a BMC official.

The civic body would also
start the work to lay house-to-
house pipelines in areas un-
der wards 22 to 26, covering
Restopur, Baguiati and other
adjoining areas. As per re-
cords, there are around 40,000
households in these five
wards, which will be connec-
ted to the main distribution
network to have filtered wa-
ter supply.

As per plans, the authori-
ties will also take up the work
to lay pipelines and set up wa-
ter reservoirs in wards 28, 35

and 36, covering Mahsibat-
han, Nayapatti, Polenite, Su-
kantanagar and vast parts of
bheri areas spreading over
22.6 sq km. Once the scheme
15 implemented, around
75,000 people residing in the-
se areas will be benefited.
Presently the BMC recei-
ves 11 MGD of water per day,
out of which seven MGD co-
mes from Tallah and the rest
from the New Town water tre-
atment plant. Most of the {il-
tered water is supplied to Salt
Lake areas falling under
wards 29 to 34 and wards 37 to
41. Once the distribution net-
work is set up, entire Rajar-
hat Gopalpur area falling un-
der BMC wards 1 to 26 will
start receiving filtered water
from the New Town plant. On-
ce the overall distribution
network is set up, entire Ra-
jarhat Gopalpur area, falling
under BMC wards 1 to 26, will
start receiving filtered water
from the New Town plant.

Volleyballfor  Forester murder: Accused = Metro work:

Paris Olympics

Kolkata: A volleyball tourna-
ment was held at the Don Bo-
sco Ashalayvam, Howrah on
Sunday touphold the spirit of
the Paris 2024 Olympics Ga-
mes. It was jointly organised
by Alliance Francaise du
Bengale, the Embassy of
France in India, French Insti-
tute in India, Consulate Gene-

TOURNAMENT

IN HOWRAH

ral of France in Kolkata, Don

Bosco Ashalayam Howrah
and Kolkata Thunderbolts.

The first of a series of
events —that would be held to
mark the Games — was atten-
ded by Nicolas Facino, direc-
tor of Alliance Francaise Du
Bengale, Clement Avequin,
French volleyball player,
among others. T

for two

official.

“He even secured emplo-
viment there,” the official
added. One of them also ad-
mitted to having infiltrated

! the Indian Sundarbans du-
. ring the lockdown to pilfer
:  honey, officials said.

While the initial set of
executed
May 22, when three of the
perpetrators were appre-

arrests was

KrishnenduMukherjee
@timesgroup.com

- worked in Agra with fake ID

Kolkata: One of the five shsa sl
Bangladeshiaccusedappre- [
hended in connection with
the Sundarbans’ forest gu-
ard death had previously re-
sided in India — Agra —
with a fake identity card
vears,
senior forest department

said a

0rl

hended, along with a boat
containing three barrels of
honey, two more were arres-
ted on May 24. *We surmise
that the remaining three in-
dividuals involved in the at-
tack are likely to have suc-
cumbed inside the forest.
Otherwise, they had no al-
ternative but to surrender,
akin to what the five others
had done.
three arrests were made,
the trio appeared desperate
and were subsisting on fru-
its of the ‘keora’ tree inside
the forest,” an official said.

sundarbans forest hacked “BSF has got informa-
to death by i pirates’ tion from their Bangladeshi
B Y iy b counterparts that none of

the eight had returned to
their villages,” said a senior
forester.

The 59vear-old forest
guard, Amalendu Halder,
was brutally murdered by at
least eight “Bangladeshi pi-
rates™ inside the core area
on May 19, while he was pat-
rolling the forest with three
other daily wage workers.
“We positioned our teams
near the creeks from where
the five were apprehended,”
stated an official.

“We have booked them
under relevant sections of
IPC for murder and also un-
der The Foreigners Act,” sa-
id SDPO Canning, Ram Ku-
mar Mandal.

When the first

70 residents
evacuated

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: Around 70 Bowba-
zar residents were evacuated
on Sunday as asafety measure
ahead of sealing the cross-
passage at Madan Dutta Lane.
This is in addition to the 77
shifted to three hotels on Sa-

BOWBAZAR

turdayv to block the second of
the eight cross-passages initi-
ally planned in the Esplanade-
sealdah section of East-West
Metro. The 2.5km stretch is
still incomplete because it
passes through the subsiden-
ce-pronecentral Kolkataarea.
In 2022, water seepage follo-
wing a cave-in caused displa-
cement of around 140 people.

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Mayukh Sengupta | Tun

Kolkata: After a joint inspec-
tion by the airport authoriti-
es, police, PWD and civic offi-
cials at the intersection of
VIP Road and Jessore Road
near airport, the spots were
identified for building the ga-
tes of a pedestrian subway for
crossing the VIP Road.

The facility would also al-
leviate traffic congestion in
the vicinity, which directly af-
fects the accessibility to the
airport. The inspection wasa
follow-up to a meeting held
three weeks prior, where all
involved parties acknowled-
oedl the significance of the pe-
destrian subway.

The Bidhannagar Police
has been advocating for the
pedestrian subway near Kol-
kata airport for a long time to
prevent accidents and ensure
smooth vehicle movement.
The project has finally gained
momentum after the police
identified a small portion of
land within the airport pre-
mises and requested the aut-

BMC to lay pipeline to take filtered Spots identified for VIP

water to Rajarhat-Gopalpur homes Road subway near airport

The facility would also ease traffic congestion in the area

horities to allocate it for the
construction of one of the
subway gates on the north-
western side.

“The area has been listed
as a black spot because of
multiple accidents recorded
here and thus there is an ur-
gent need of anunderpass he-
re. We are preparing an engi-
neering map. Once it is ready
there will be another round of
meetings to prepare the blue-
print and go ahead with the
project,” said a PWD official.

In the past, TOI had repor-
ted on various plans to add-
ress the traffic congestion at
the VIP Road - Jessore Road

intersection, Including the
construction of foot overbrid-
oes and flyovers.

Maoreover, in a recent sur-
vey on airport service quality
conducted by Airports Coun-
cil International, the trade as-
sociation of the world's air-
ports, the city airport had per-
formed poorly in terms of ‘ea-
seof getting to the airport.’

But, with several const-
ruction projects underway on
VIP Road, including a 15m wi-
de and 5.5m high, four-lane ve-
hicular underpass and New
Garia-Airport Metro  line,
copsrealized that this was the
ideal time torevisit the issue.

.4--'

——

GANGA PUJA AT BELUR MATH

A Ramakrishna Mission monk performs Ganga Puja at Belur Math ghat on the occasion of Ganga
Dussehra on Sunday. The festival is also known as Gangavataran

BUSINESS
PROPOSALS

SITUATION
VACANT

MARRKETING,

ADVERTISING &

SALES

MARKETING |

CARBON BLACK
FROM EUROPE

We can offer quality
stocks at low prices on
a monthly basis
as below:

CARBON BLACK N-220
100 MT

Please contact

Euro Exim Ltd
Manchester (LK)

Email.exports@
eurceximltd.co.uk

CHANGE OF NAME

I, AJAY KUMAR SHAW, of
Baranagar declare that in all
my relevant documents my
name is recorded as AJAY
EUMAR SHAW. But in my
son's{ ABHIJIT SHAW) relevant
documents my name [s
recorded as AJAY SHAW. I
hereby confirm that both AJAY
KEUMAR SHAW and AJAY
SHAW iz one, same and
identical person vide Notary
AfMfidavit dated 14-06-2024,

THANRKSGIVING

DEAR Mother Thank you for
all the blessings,wishes and
guldance granted to us. Please
keep blessing and guiding ws
always, Enbee

ADMISSIO

MBBS

ADMISSION

ABROAD

Delhi 7428418895
Kochi 7012692661
Bengaluru 9886870111

MILE Co. Need Field Sales &

Delivery Manager f[or

Ultadanga Jone, Dty 07 Am Ta
03 Pm, Mall - thedoodhi
pmail.com

notices

TENDERS |
TENDER NOTICE

State Bank of Sikkim is
inviting eligible bidders for

selection of System
Integrator foar supply,
implementation L
maintenance of compute,
network & security
components &
infrastructure solutions
through Request For
Proposal (RFP)] process.
Interested Companies/

Firms may abtain the RFP at

Lom from 17/06/2024,
Bank reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all
the bids recetved.

TIMES Inter:legp =

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

IN THE COURT OF
DISTRICT JUDGE, BONGAIGAON
Misc. iﬂéﬂase No. D&/2023
Appellant : Smt. Manju Devi Singhi

" 5 a
Respondents ; L.H. of
Jai Singh Singhi and anather
NOTICE

To,

Sri Param Baid {Minnr}

Slo, : Late Sanaita Baid

{Dio. : Late Jai Singh Singhi)
Wip. : Jitendra Kumar Baid
Resident of 59, Kali Charan
Ghosh Road, Binayak Enclave,
|Black-B, 1st Floar, Sinthee More,
Kaga) Kal, Kolkala-700050,
West Bengal,

Whereas, the above named
Appellant has filed an appeal
under Order XLI Rule 1 (r)
C.PC., 1908 against the order
dated; 23.08.2023 in conneciion
with the Misc. (J) Case No.
712018 passed by the Ld. Civil
Judge (Sr. Divn.}, Bongaigaon.

Hence, you are hereby directed
ta appear before this Court on
0107724 at 10 O'Clock in the
forenoon either in person or by a
pleader!/ advocate duly
authorizad by you for hearing as
ta why the appeal should nat be
allowed in favour of the

Appellant.

Take Notice that, in default of

Egur appearance the appeal will
heard and determined in your

absence on the date fixed.

Given under my HAND & SEAL

of this court on this 1st day of

June, 2024 at Bongaigaon.

Slo. : Late Sangita Baid
Dio. : Late Jai Singh Singhi)

fo. : Jitendra Kumar Baid
Resident of 58, Kali Charan
Ghosh Road, Binayak Enclave,
Block-B, 1st Floor, Sinthee More,
Kagaj Kal, Kolkata-700050,
West Bengal,

Whereas the above named
Pelitioner has filed a petition
under Order XXXIX Rule 1 and 2
of C.P.C as well as a pefition under
Order X0X0X Rule 3 of C.P.C and
upon perusal of memo of appeal,
injunction petition, affidavits and
documents this court dath passed
an order showing cause as to why
any relief as prayed for shall not
be granted against you.

S0, you are, therefore, asked 1o
appear on 01072024 at 10 O
Clock personally or through your
appointed advocate and file your
writlen objection, if any, showing
cause as fo why any relief as
prayed for shall not be granted
against yo.

Take Motice that, in default of your
appearance the case will be heard
and determinad in your absence
on the date fixed,

District Judge
STATE BANK OF S5IKKIM Bongaigacn
NH-10, GANGTOK
COURT NOTICE |
IN THE COURT OF
DISTRICT JUDGE, BONGAIGAON L Lead. o
 Misc, 1'tJ] Case No, 422023 DISTRICT:
(Arising out of Misc. {A) No.04/2023) SOUTH 24 PARAGANAS
Petdioner : Sm!.Uh;a:w Devi Singhi IN THE COURT OF
Opp, Parties - L H. of LD. 1st CIVIL JUDGE
Ja Singh Singhi and another (SENIOR DIVISION
NOTICE [DISTRICT DELEGATE)
Ta, AT ALIPORE
Sn Param Baid (Minor) ACT 39 of 1925

Probate Case No. 410/2022
IN THE MATTER OF:

SUSHIL KUMAR BIHANI
=0 LL Asaram Biyani
residing at 1818,
Hindustan Road,

PS5, - Ganahat,
Kolkata-700029

... Pelitionar
It is hereby informed that the
petiioner has filed the above-
mentionad case in order o
probate the will of Late Durga
Devi Biyani, wife of Late Asaram
Biyani, of 1811B, Hindustan
Foad, P.5. - Garahal, Kolkata-
700029, i anyone has any
statements or objections fo
make regarding the matter, then
either he himself or through his
advocate must give such
objections in writing before this
court within 30 days from the
publication of this notice,
otherwise the court will proceed
with the case exparte and grant

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

BUSINESS CONNEC

BUILDERS / INVESTORS / INDUSTRIALISTS

UNIQUE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

TIMES Interila»

P

An investment of 20 crore is needed to replace a
departing Shareholder/ Director in a thriving, profitable
Infrastructure Engineering Company based in Delhi.
The company boasts a sizeable order book and
strong cash flows. (Major stakeholding optional
with additional investment)

For turther details, please email us at; infruﬂ?Sﬂ@gmuil.cum

ROL

OPENING Office Near
| Eankurgachl. Regd I Manager,
|5 Assit Manager, 10 Stafl. M/F
Retired/Expd/Banker Ape:25-
A5, SalurysIne. ContaixaTaizgy

ROL WITH PIC

Kankurgachl. Reqd 2 Manager,
5 Assti Manager, 10 Stafl. M/F
Hetired/Expd/Banker Age;25-
65, Salary+Ine. Contaxisxesiny

NOW YOUR REGULAR

RUN-ON-LINE AD

BIGGER, BETTER
& COLOURFUL

YOU CAN BOOK THE AD WITH A PICTURE
OR A LOGO OF YOUR PRODUCT OR SERVICE

TIMES Inter:la»

Carrrscting Peapls, L onnecomg Mesdi

EDUCATION

JUST GOT

TO MAKE MORE IMPACT ON YOUR
CLIENTS AND CONSUMERS

You ot
an . Additional BU% for long-term insertion commitments in oL £
enjoy Discounts upto (The Times Of India + Ei Samay)
For Booking Contact: 9830131661 / 9836901018/ B013477426 /8240701788 «
Seitlohe Rate for 5 line (100 characters)
PUms ROL with picture cost (G5T extra)
TOIK+STOIK+ESK+ESAMK+ETK+GUS 3150/-
All category (except Personal/Matri/Tender)
Publications Rate per SQCM (CD) (GST extra)
TOIK+STOIK+TOIKNB+ ETK+ESAMK+
ESK+ESBDA (Single Column) 600/-
All category (except Personal/Matri/Tender)
TOIK+ STOIK+TOIKNB+ETK+ ESAMK
+ESK+ ESBDA (Multi Column) 500/-
All category (except Personal/Matri/Tender)

For Booking Contact: 9830131661 /9836901018 / 8013477426 /8240701788

s
'I'H_E- Tr1|-11=='-

Haaoders. are recommended io make
apprapiaia anquisar and seek apgropriaka
arvice before sending mongy, iNGwETIng 27
grpanses, Acling on madigal
reommeddators  of Cenbdning nlo acyg
cammime in relalon D any adverisamani
pulidmhed 0 Fra pubicebon. The Timas OF

TO BOOK AN ADVERTISEMENT

TIMES Inter:la»

Caivé i Vi P bin, (v imini i) Hesabi

PLEASE CALL

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

The West Bengal Small Industries Development Corporation Limited
(A Government of West Bengal Undertaking)
31, Black Burn Lane, 'Shilpa Bhavan' [Mear Poddar Court), Kolkata-700012
Website: www.whsidcl.in Email: info@whbsidel.in
Motice to procure Furniture and Hospital Furnlture & Equipment
M.LET. i) D4/MET of 2024-2025, ii) 05/MET of 2024-2025, jii) 06/MET of 2024-
2025, Iv) O7/MKT of 2024-2025, v) O8/MKT of 2024-2025, vi) 09/MKT of 2024-
2025, vil) 10/MKT of 2024-2025, viil) 11/MKT of 2024-2025, ix} 12/MKT of 2024-
2025, x) 13/MKT of 2024-2025, xi) 14/MKT of 2024-2025, xii} 15/MET of 2024-
202%, wiil] 16/MET of 2024-2025, xiv) 17/ MET of 2024-2025 dated 10,06.24 to
12.06.24 are invited or supply of Furniture and Haspltal Furmiture & Equipment in

Last date for submission of bid = 04/MET of 2024-25 dated 25.06.2024 at 05:00
PRA, = 0% 07/MET of 2024-25 dated 24062024 at 0500 PR, = 06/MET of 2024-25
dated 17.06.2024 at 05%:00 M. = 08, 09, 11 /0MMET of 2024-25 dated 18.06.2024 at
05:00 P.ML = 10VMET of 2024-25 dated 02.07 2024 at 0500 P.A. = L2/MET of 2024-
2025 dated 19.06.2024 at 0303 P, = 13, 14/MKT of 2024-2025 dated 19.06.2024
at 0500 M, = 15/MET of 2024-2025 dated 26.06. 2024 at 05:00 .04, = 16, 17/ MET
of 2024-2025 dated 19.06. 2024 at 0500 P.0M. 5d/- Marketing Manager,

ICA-TEE29(3)/2024

N POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.

R

[ A Govi. of Uttarakhand Enterprisa)

sl "Vidyut Bhawan", Near ISBT Crossing, Ssharanpur Road, Majra, Dehradun-248002
Corporate ID : U40101UR20048GC0O28675, Tel. No. 0135-2642711
E-TENDER NOTICE

Power Transmission Corporation of Uttarakhand Limited invites E-Tender
for "Augmentation of Transformer capacity from 2x80 MVA (132/33 kV) +
1x50 MVA (220/33 kV) + 1x25 MVA (220/33 kV) to 2x80 MVA (132/33 kV)
+ 2x50 MVA (220/33 kV) at 220 kV S/s SIDCUL, Haridwar” against Tender
specification no. PTCUL/E-Tender/C&P-I/53-02/2024-25. The last date
of bid submission of e-bid is 18.07.2024 upto 15:30 Hrs. For more details
please wisit e-tender website www.uktenders.gov.in (tender id no.
2024 PTCU1 72219 1) and for e-tender notice our website
www.ptcul.org.
For any assistance on E-Tendering, please contact +91-8899890000
WO, 1017/HQPWPTCUL, Dt: 15.06.2024

Superintendi g Engineer (C&P-|

*Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation"

{Z) OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE 5

No. COS/CREPUB/e-Tender/ 190162
Date: 08.06.2024. The following
e-Tenders can be accessed under the
link www.ireps.gov.in. Offers for such
e-Tender can be submitted only
electronically by accessing the link
www.ireps.gov.in—login—E-Tender
Stores/Supply. Vendors may also
contact the following officials to obtain
clarification regarding particular tender
or IREPS related information if any,
Dy CMM/HQ/CLW/Chittaranjan,
0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/HQ,
0341-2535631. Office Address: Office
of the PCMM /{CLW/Chittaranjan. Sl
No.; Tender No.; Brief Description
of Item: Quantity: Earnest Money
Deposit (Rupees); Tender Closing
Date & Time (18T) are as follow: |1]:
7532441305 Stamless Steel Sheets,
Plates, Bars and Flats for WAG SHC
as per Specn. no, CLW/MS/3/039 AlL7,
(One Set consisting of 17 1lems as per
set details attached). [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]; 739.00 Sct: 7 1,67.430.00;
01.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. |2:
T8243726; Holder tor TM Suspension
for WAG-9HC as per Dig. No.: 1209-
01.118-002 Al-3. [Warranty Period:
30 Months afier the date of delivery]:
5652.00 Numbers; 7 20,00,000.00;
31.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [3);
91240884 ; Machined Stator Assembly
[Modified]. Drg. No.: 1TWD.096.102
Ali-14, Specn. No. 4TMS.096.070 Rev-
2. Alt-1. STR No. CLW/TM/186(H),
Rev-2. [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]; 940,00 Sets
T 20,00,000.00: 12.07.2024 at 11:00
AM. [4]; 81240992; Brazing Flux
suitable for Silver Brazing Alloy Rod
& Silver Brazing Alloy Foil as per

WINPT (0 R 0] the date of delivery]; 122.00 Kg;

T 0.00; 09.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [5];
81240187; Polyester Film [Y-P] 2 MIL,
THE., Size: 100 PLUS 2 PLUS 0 MM,
= 500 PLUS 3 PLUS 0 MM., Specifica-
tion Mo, 4TMS.096,104, STR No.
CLW/TM/IR7 Rev-1 [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]: 279200.00 Numbers; ¥ 0,00;
09.08.2024 at 11:00 AM. |6];
R1240186: (i) Adhesive Glass Cloth
lape, Size: 0.14 = 19 MM. wide [In
Continuous Roll of 30M. ], Specification
Mo, 4TMS.096,026, Rev-1, STR No,
CLW/TM/12079%STR/AGCT [REV. 1]
{Shell Life 24 Months) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery], (ii} Adhesive Glass Cloth
Tape, Size: 0.14 = 50 MM. wide [In
Continuous Roll of 30M.], Specification
No, 4TMS. 096026, Rev-1 STR Mo,
CLW/TM/12079/STR/ AGCT [Rev. 1]
(Shelf Life 24 Months) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
deliverv]s (i) 24210.00 Metre,
(ii) 1015000 Metre; T 0.00; 02.08.2024
at 11:00 AM. [7]: B1240863;
Polyamide Paper [NOMEX] PAPI,
size: 038 = 914 MM. [In Continuous
Roll of 10 M.], Specification Mo,
ATME06,091 Rev-1 Ali-1, 5STR No,
CLW/TM/1 76 [Rev, 1], [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]; 167.50 Metre; 7 0.00;
23.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. |[B];
H1240868; Brazing Flux, Specification
No. DIN EN 1045-FH 10, STR No.,
CLW/TM/961 Rev-1. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]; 431500 Kg; 7 0.00;
16.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [9];
H1240148; Glass Tape [EGT) Size: 018
= 25 MM., Specification No.
4TMS.095.016 Rev.l STR No.
CLW/TM/20150 & 20160 (Rev-1)
| Warranty Period: 30 Months after

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING e-QUOTATION
e-N.1.Q. No- WBIW/EE/KCD2/
eNIQ-01/2024-25
On behalf of the Governor of W.B., the
Executive Engineer, Kangsabati Canals
Division-11, Khatra invites online

e-guotation. Online bid submission end
date:-25.06.2024 till 11:00 Hours IST.
Details may be seen in the website:
www.whbtenders.gov.in and
www whiwd.gov.in S5d/f- Executive
Engineer, Kangsabati Canals Division-II,
Khatra. ICA-T2B19(3) /2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EMDA TENDER NOTICE

Mo, + RWW '
20342035 (Ind Call)

e-Tender is inviled by the Supenniending
Engincer. GRWW Circle, WES Secior,
EMDA, Bidhangarh Kolkats-T00066, from
cligible relisble, resoorccful, bonafide and
experenced Foma / Companies [ Indfividual
contractors. for the work, Name of Work,
Estimaled Amount, Earmest Money, Time of
completion, Supplying and Laying 700 mm dis
M.S pipe (Lengh=50 m) condull o |be
prepared from 12 mm thick M5 plate by pipe
Jacking Technigue inchsding Supplying and
Laying 3% mm dia (1) M5 clear weater
transmilssion main (Length=80 m} within the
conduit o be prepared from 10 mm thick M.5
plate acrows jind undernenth the Raibaay Track
in between Sealdah Budge Hudge Hallway line
wlong the DB.CR moud including permuanes
road resloridsn (for Biimanoss & Concrebe
road) & sncillary waorks of Bodge Budge
Mumicipality weeler AMBUT 200 (Znaf call),
Rs TO,TR.2577-, Re.1. 41565, 240 doys, Lasi
dote & time of online Rid submission:
15,07 2024, Time 18,45 k., for detuils contac
the above office or vigit both websites

s v bl whopovd  (KMIDA-18)
www. whienders.gov.in. ICA-TEB37(3]/2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
NIT No, 02SE(GRWW W &SEMEDA of

2024-2025(2nd Call)

e-Tender s mvited by the Superiniending §
Ergineer, WY Circle, WES Seclor
EMDA, Bidhangarh, Kolkais-TO0066, from
i:llﬂ'ih-lr: reliahle, resourceful, bonafide and
experignced Firms |/ Compamies ¢ Individozl
coolractors, for (ke work, Nome of Worl,
Estimated Amount Pul to Tender, Earnest
Muoney, Time of completion, Supplving,
Loying& Testing of &600mm diaM5 pipe
(Lengihs=|5X) m) with necessary conpectons
ot both ends with teo nos, 600 mm dia Shice
¥alves &DNES) pipe of 200  memdia
{Lengthe= 830 m), 250 mm dimLengih=50 m)
mnd 300 mm disiLengih=066 m) as Clear
Witer Rising Main from the Existing Rising
Main Metwork to ESR No. 8, 9 & 10 with §
temporary foad restoration (for Biuminows and
Concrete road upto WHM stage) of 'Ward Mo,
6, 19 & 13of Budge Budpge Municipality wnder |
AMRLUT 2.0 (Znad cull), R 561320045,
Fia. 10,00,0000-, 180 days, Lasi date & time af
online Bld submission: 5072024, Time
1845 hro, for details contoct the above office
or visit both websites. (KMIDA-36)

www kipmlg, wh.guv.in
www, whicnders.gov.in

ICA-TE835(3)/2024 |

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer BMS Division
Invites on Item rate basis on-line e-
Quotation, vide NOTICE INVITING
OQUOTATION MNO. WEBUDEMA/SSES
SLRDC/NIQ-03(e) of 2024-2025
Executive Engineer/Bidhannagar
Municipal Services Division. {Tender Id:
2024 UDD_B90275_1) for the work :
"Preparation of as built drawing duly
authenticated by Architect and other
allied services as and when required for
pbtaining Final Fire & Safety Certificate
of Mayukh Bhawan from Department of
WHBFEES (Fire & Emergency
Department, Gowvt. of ‘West Bengal)
Under BMS Division Salt Lake, Kolkata-
91" (Tenderid: 2024 _UDD_E20275_1)
Date of publication is an 17-06-2024 at
11:00AM Bid submission end date Is on
02/07/2024 upto 05:00 PM. All
documents can be seen / obtained fram
the website https://whtenders.gowvin
Detailed information can also be seen
I the website

Mumbsi 9820702006 ﬂE;:i:ESD ﬂﬁdﬂﬂfﬁﬁﬁ EfEﬂJLﬁgf E;ﬁﬁ;r::r in favour of the rirlhrurs E“?H%;:ﬁ':::ﬁi:;‘h:j 9336901 0 1 8 Specification No. IS 2927-73, | the date of delivery]: 100125.00 Metre: el m:m o E-It;hannag-;: ?q“fn?mfﬁ
¥ ; services. The Primer, izher, Edi 'Inlr:_ [ - - ! 4
Goa 7020277049 2024 a1 Bongaigaan. o Regards Guiars of The T Of dits. Gyl ATME, 096,090 Rev l.'.GR BA-CLU- Ag | 20.00; 30.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. Sarvices Division, Nirman Bhawan: Salt
Email: info@logosindia.org Ditit utge i oon B8 o o ash o 9830131661 -16A, STR No. CLW/TMO61 Rev-1. | [Praia6s] PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan | | Loke, Kolkats 700091
— [Warranty Period: 30 Months after [ bt L ICA-TBA17(3)/2024
Priplesd iy AvnalyChaties e fod prabishoed By T cn bebalf ol Bennot! Colensn & Co Lidand primbed a1 Tines Hooss, Plod ook, Block-EN Sector-Y Salt Lake Ciey Kolkn ba-T00 00 agud Daepan T imes s, L, Telamipara, PO Sahilagi, Opg Bankof Barvada T Bl pecd gooed, SiH - T 488 amm] pobdlabedia M 74, 5N aier] eo Rosd, Kodkata - i Edbor  SunandoSarar
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AMITY

UNIVERSITY

AMITY

UNIVERSITY
— KOLKATA —

2024 SESSION
ADMISSIONS OPEN

TRANSFORM YOUR FUTURE WITH
EXPERT FACULTY, INDUSTRY-LED

PEDAGOGY AND TOP PLACEMENTS.

OVER 90+ UG & PG DEGREES IN 23 DISCIPLINES AND PH.D DEGREES IN 19 DISCIPLINES

APPLIED SCIENCES

« B.Sc. (Hons) - Physics

« B.5c. (Hons) - Chemistry

« B.Sc. (Hons) - Mathematics

» B.Sc. (Hons.) - Statistics

« B.5c. (Dietetics & Applied Nutrition)

* B.Sc. (Physics) (Honours / Research)

+ B.Sc. (Chemistry) (Honours / Research)

* B.Sc. Mathematics (Honours/Research)

» Bachelor of Statistics (Honours / Research)

* B.Sc. (Dietetics & Applied Nutrition)
(Honours / Research)

* M.Sc. (Applied Physics)

« M.5c. (Applied Chemistry)

« M.Sc. (Applied Mathematics)

* Master of Statistics

* Ph.D, (Physics) - Full Time / Part Time

* Ph.D. (Chemistry) - Full Time / Part Time

* Ph.D. (Mathematics) - Full Time / Part Time

« Ph.D. (Statistics) - Full Time / Part Time

ARCHITECTURE
* Bachelor of Architecture

BIOTECHNOLOGY

* B.Sc. (Hons) - Biotechnology

= B.Tech (Biotechnology)

» B.5c. (Biotechnology) (Honours / Research)

* M.Sc. (Biotechnology)

* M.Tech (Biotechnology)

= Ph.D. (Biotechnology) - Full Time / Part Time

COMMERCE

* B.Com. (Hons)

e B.Com. (Honours / Research)

* M.Com.

¢ Ph.D. (Commerce)- Full Time / Part Time

COMMUNICATION

* B.A. (Journalism & Mass Communication)

* B.A. (Journalism & Mass Communication)
(Honours / Research)

* M.A. (Journalism & Mass Communication)

« MA (Film & TV Production)

« MA (PR & Event Management)

« Ph.D. (Mass Comm.) - Full Time / Part Time

ECONOMICS

* B.Sc. (Economics)

« B.Sc. (Economics) (Honours / Research)

« M.Sc. (Economics)

+ Ph.D. (Economics) - Full Time / Part Time

- mrr fi s
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EDUCATION
 B.Ed.

ENGINEERING

» B.Tech (Civil Engineering)

= B.Tech (Computer Science & Engg.)

« B.Tech (Electronics & Comm. Engg.)

* B.Tech (Mechanical & Automation Engg.)

« B.Tech. (Artificial Intelligence)

» Ph.D. (Computer Science & Engg.) -
Full Time / Part Time

ENGLISH LITERATURE

» B.A. (Hons) - English

« B.A. (English) (Honours / Research)

* M.A. (English)

* Ph.D. (English) - Full Time / Part Time

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

» B.Sc. (Environmental Sciences)

» B.Sc. (Environmental Sciences)
(Honours / Research)

» Ph.D. (Environmental Sciences) -
Full Time / Part Time

FASHION

« B.Des. (Fashion Design)

» B.Des. (Fashion Communication)
» Bachelor of Fashion Technology

FINE ARTS

« Bachelor of Fine Arts
» BFA (Animation)

« MFA (Applied Arts)

HOSPITALITY
» Bachelor of Hotel Management

INTERIOR DESIGN
» Bachelor of Interior Design

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

« BCA

» B.Sc. (Hons) - Data Science

« BCA (Honours / Research)

» B.Sc. (Data Scioence) (Honours / Research)
» MCA

» Ph.D. (IT) - Full Time / Part Time

LANGUAGE

* B.A. (Hons) - French

» B.A. (Hons) - German

« B.A. (French) (Honours / Research)
» B.A. (German) (Honours / Research)

LAW

« B.A. LL.B (Hons)

« B.Com. LL.B. (Hons) « BBA LL.B. (Hons)
» LLB « LLM (Business Law)

« Ph.D. (Law) - Full Time / Part Time

MANAGEMENT

« BBA

« BBA (Honours/ Research)

« MBA

» MBA (Logistics & Supply Chain Mgmt.)

« Ph.D. (Management)-Full Time/Part Time

NANOTECHNOLOGY
* Ph.D. (Nanotechnology) -
Full Time / Part Time

PHARMACY
* Bachelor of Pharmacy

PSYCHOLOGY & BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCE
« B.A. (Hons)-Applied Psychology
« B.Sc. (Clinical Psychology)
« B.A. (Applied Psychology)
(Honours / Research)
« M.A. (Applied Psychology)
* M.Phil {Clinical Psychology)
« Professional Diploma in
Clinical Psychology
* Ph.D. (Psychology) - Full Time / Part Time

SOCIAL SCIENCES

« B.A. (Hons) - Political Science

« B.A. (Hons) History

» B.Sc. (Hons) - Geography

« B.A. (Political Science) (Honours / Research)
» B.A. (History) (Honours / Research)

« B.Sc. (Geography) (Honours / Research)

» M.A. (Political Science)

* M.5c. (Geography)

» Ph.D. (Political Science) - Full Time / Part Time
» Ph.D. (Geography)- Full Time / Part Time

TRAVEL & TOURISM

* B.A. (Tourism Administration)

* B.A. (Tourism Administration)
(Honours / Research)

» M.A. (Tourism Administration)

* Ph.D. (Travel and Tourism) -
Full Time / Part Time

*Admission Open for Ph.D. Programs also

Amity is one of the pioneers to have introduced programmes as per the National Education Policy 2020 of the Govt. of India
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ADVANTAGE AMITY UNIVERSITY KOLKATA

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

NO 1. RANKED
TECHNOLOGY SCHOOL
IN WEST BENGAL BY
DATA QUEST T-SCHOOL
RANKING

NO.1 RANKED
B-SCHOOL IN
WEST BENGAL BY
TIMES B-SCHOOL
RANKING

RANKED
1

RANKED NO.1 UNIVERSITY IN WEST BENGAL
BY EW EDUCATIONWORLD

LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

* S5week Study Abroad Program at Amity Campuses in London,
New York, Singapore or Dubai ensures global exposure

* Flexible Credit System enables students to choose subjects
inalignment with their career pathways

* Lnique Behavioural Science Modules to develop communication
& leadership skills

* Choiceof5foreignlanguagestoprepareforaglobal career

FACULTY WHO DEFINE THE NEXT

* Distinguished Faculty credited with filing 98 patents &
copyrights and conducting 36 funded research projects

= Faculty consists of Ramalingaswami Fellows - distinguished
scholars funded by Govt. of India to return toIndia from leading
universities abroad

* Many Faculty members are DST-Inspire Fellows

STATE-OF-THE-ART CAMPUS

« LEED (USA) Gold Certification for environment friendly
campus design & construction

+ Centrally air-conditioned campus

*» 6 storeyed air-conditioned sports complex with indoor
swimming pool, squash courts, basketball double height
courts, shootingrange, gymnasiumé& aerobics room

+ 60+ hi-tech laboratories and 25 learning studios
* 15,000sq. ft. library with 40,000 books and journals
+ 800 seater hostel for boys & girls separately

* 600 seater auditorium for extensive industry interactions

MERITORIOUS STUDENTS
e 2,700+ Merit Scholarships awarded

+ Brilliantstudents who have undergone a thorough selection
process

* Alumninetwork of 700,000 alumniworldwide

TOP PLACEMENTS

* Placement in top-tier companies like: PWC, Mariott, Kelloggs,
Nestle, Cognizant, KPMG, Capgemini, TCS and many more...

* Achieved 95% placementratein 2022-23
« Highestsalaryoffered: Rs. 40 LPA.

Amity University Kolkata, Major Arterial Road, Action Area ll, Rajarhat, New Town, Kolkata
Toll Free: 1800-102-3320 | admissions@kol.amity.edu | www.amity.edu/kolkata
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BJP IGNORED INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WHILE IT WAS IN

OFFICE IN STATE: JHARKHAND CM CHAMPAI SOREN

IUNE 17, 2024

INDIA BLOC ALLIES WILL TRY AND BACK TDP IF IT
FIGHTS LS SPEAKER’S POLL: SANJAY RAUT

Poll officer junks EVM tampering repo

as row erupts over Mumbai NW result

Says Need No OTP To Unlock Device;
Cops Send Phone For Forensic Test

Prafulla Marpakwar &
NitashaNatu| Tvn

Mumbai: With allegations of
unauthorised EVM access in-
tensifying, the Mumbai Subur-
ban Returning Officer (RO) is-
sued a rebuttal on Sunday and
notices to publications that
carried reports on the use of a
phone by a polling agent in the
Mumbai North-West Lok Sab-
ha constituency. The RO, Van-
dana Survavanshi, clarified
that EVMs are standalone de-
vices without wired connectiv-
ity and need no OTPs on
mobile phones for unlocking,
On June 13, Vanrai Police
in Goregaon had booked
Mangesh Pandilkar, a repre-
sentative of an independent
candidate and a relative of
shiv Sena MP Ravindra Wai-
kar, forunauthorised useof a
phone in a counting centre at
NESCO ground. Police said
some media outlets had in-
correctly reported that the
phone was used to access
OTPs for opening EVMs. The
phone, belonging to the oper-
atorof the EC portal, was sent
for forensic analysis.
Refuting allegations of
EVM rigging, Survavanshi
sald on Sunday, “There is no
OTP (one time password) on
mobile phones for unlocking
EVM as it is non-programima-

Abhishek
undergoes day

procedure in
hosp, stable

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: Trinamool Cong-
ress general secretary Abhis-
hek Banerjee underwent a
minor surgical procedure at
Apollo Multispecialty Hospi-
tal on Sunday. Banerjee, 37,
was admitted
to the hospital
in the morning
and was dis-
charged a little
after 3pm.

According
tohospitalsources, heisdoing
well after the procedureand is
hemodynamically stable.

After the surgery, Baner-
jee was seen walking towards
his car without any support
and greeting well-wishers. He
alsospoke briefly with state fi-
re minister Sujit Bose, who
was present at the hospital.

On June 12, the Trinamool
general secretary announced
on his X handle that he would
be taking a break from party
activities due to pressing me-
dical reasons. He posted, “In
light of some pressing medi-
cal reasons, I will be taking a
short hiatus from the organi-
sation. This time off will bean
opportunity for me to humbly
explore and understand the
needs of our people and com-
munity. I trust that GoWB will
act swiftly and leave no stone
unturned to ensure justice for
thoseinneed.”

InOct 2016, Banerjee survi-
ved a major road accident on
Durgapur Expressway off
Singur when the vehicle in
which he was travelling colli-
ded with a milk van. He lost
consciousness in the impact
and suffered massive injury
in his left eve. In Oct 2022, he
underwent a surgery at Johns
Hopkins intheUSs.

ble, and it has no wireless
communication capabilities.
It is a complete lie being
spread which is being used by
some politicians to create a
false narrative. EVMs are
standalone devices without
any wired or wireless connec-
tivity with unitsoutside EVIM
system. Advance technical
features and robust adminis-
trative safeguards are in
place toruleout any possibili-
ty of manipulation. Safe-
guards include conducting
everything in the presence of
candidates or their agents.”

Survavanshi also pointed
out that the counting of elec-
tronically transmitted postal
ballot systems (ETPBS) takes
place in physical form (paper
ballots) and not electronical-
ly, as suggested by the false
narratives. She mentioned
that a criminal case has been
filed in response to the spread
of misinformation.

In his statement to Vanrai
Police, Pandilkar, a represen-
tative of Lata Shinde, said he
had borrowed the phone from
Dinesh Guray, the operatorof
EC’'s Encore portal, claiming
heneeded tocall hisdriver. He
claimed the phone was seized
by police before he could
makethecallfollowing a com-
plaint by candidate Surinder

Waikar (extreme right) during the poll campaign in May. The returning
officer sent notices to publications that carried reports on use of a
phone by a polling agent in the Mumbai North-West LS constituency

Arora of Bharat Jan Aadhar

Party. Gurav was the one au-
thorised to use the device for
receiving OTPs for the En-
core portal. A forensic exam-
ination of the phone will con-
firm if Pandilkar'sclaimsare
true or whether he used the
phone and for what purpose.
A senlor bureaucrat ex-
plained that Encore portal op-
erators like Gurav are respon-
sible for entering polling data
atthe end of each round on the
portal. The operator receives
an OTP on a registered cell-
phone, which they enter into
the system to gain legal au-
thorisation to enter the data,
The seized phone has been
sent for forensic analysis to de-
termine its purpose, calls
made, and texts received. The
bureaucrat said the phone
may have received many OTPs
whenever Gurav needed to up-

load data from his computer.

The RO slapped a show-
cause notice against the news-
paper that had published the
report containing “false, base-
less and fictitious™ allegations
regarding “unlocking” of
EVM with an OTP The notice
asked theeditor of the newspa-
per to reply within 24 hours
why criminal proceedings
should not be initiated under
TPC section 499 and 505 against
them for “spreading rumours,
maligning Indian voters and
the electoral system”.

As the controversy led to
political reactions, chief min-
ister Eknath Shinde dismissed
the allegations as baseless and
attributed them to frustration
over Shiv Sena's (Shinde fac-
tion) electoral success,

(With inputs by Chittaran-
Jjan Tembhekar & Bharti Jain)

Darshan fan’s lewd messages
angered actor s GE say cops

Chaithanya.Swamy
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Darshan’s fan
Renuka Swamy started
sending the star's girlfriend
Pavithra Gowda messages
through a fake Instagram
profile two weeks before his
June 8 murder and the mess-
ages turned lewd inthe week
before his killing allegedly
at the hands of the actor and
his aides, according to a se-
nior police officer.

Police have also claimed
that Swamy messaged, some
with obscene content, many
other women. These includ-
ing acoupleof actresses.

Pavithra has been arrest-
ed along with Darshan and
his aides over the murder.
According to the senior offi-
cer, Swamy posted com-
ments on Pavithra's Insta-
gram posts criticising her
relationship with Darshan,
prompting her to block him.

Swamy then began send-
ing the lewd messages, In-
cluding pictures of his pri-
vate parts, to Pavithra
through the fake Instagram

Actor Darshan and his qirlfriend
Pavithra Gowda have been held
for Renuka Swamy’s murder

profile ‘Reddy2205°, created
in the name of Tanisha Red-
dy and opened much earlier,
police said.

The fake account has
about 500 followers and Swa-
my was following 2,348 peo-
ple. He had posted around
304 messages through it.

Asked about the details
of other women whom Swa-
my allegedly messaged, the
senior police officer said:
“Wearenot sure whomall he
had sent the messages as his

|:-hmle is missing. We are go-
ing to write to Instagram to

give details about the ac- |

count. We will submit them
while filing the chargesh-
eet,” the officer said.
According to the officer,
the messages sent to Pavith-

ra through the fake profile ;
had been collected from her :
“We have seized :

account.
her phone and taken screen-
shots of a few messages he
had sent her and a few

Darshan travelling with his
wife Vijayalakshmi,” the of-
ficersaid.

An annoyed Pavithra is
said to have informed Pavan

K,anaide working forheron

instructions of Darshan and
is among those arrested,

about the messages and :

asked him to track Swamy
down, Pavan traced Swamy
to Chitradurga and told Dar-
shan about the messages,
According to Pavan's confes-
sion, Darshan asked his men

to Kidnap Swamy and bring

him to Bengaluru, where
was allegedly thrashed to
death inashed.

Attempt to implement uniform holy mass
in churches triggers clashes in Kerala

Tines News NETwWORK

Kochi: An attempt to imple-
ment uniform holy mass,
prescribed by the Synod of
the Syro Malabar Church in
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese in Kerala, led to
clashes on Sunday between
faithful. Police had to inter-
vene to maintain law and or-
der following the stand-off.
The latest circular of the

Church, which warns
prieststhat they would be ip-
g0 facto out of the Catholic
communion if they conduct
any massother than the syn-
odal form after July 3, was
supposed to be read out in
churcheson Sunday.,
However, the circular
was not read out in majority
of the churches in the arch-
diocese, and in churches like
the Edappally S5t George

Church, the faithful booed
and jeered at a group which
demanded the unification.

At Udavamperoor syn-
odal church, some of the lai-
ty (lay people, as distinct
from the clergy) members
entered into an argument
over the circular even as the
mass progressed.

Churchgoers pushed and
shoved at each other over
the issue,

Rahul: EVMs are
‘black hmf’ h_ere,
no permission
for scrutiny

New Delhi: Opposition poli-
ticians Rahul Gandhi and Ak-
hilesh Yadav raised questions
about "lack of scrutiny™ of
EVMs, warning that “absence
of accountability” was threat-
ening to turn democracy intoa
sham and that voting be held
with paperballots. Theremark
came after a discussion thread
on X in which Elon Musk
called for a ban on voting ma-
chines for fear of hacking.

Rahul posted a news report
which alleged a relative of the
narrow winner by 48 votes in
Mumbai belonging to the BJP
alliance had accessed EVMs
through a mobile phone.

He said, “EVMs in India
area ‘black box’, and nobody is
allowed to scrutinise them. Se-
rious concerns are being
raised about transparency in
our electoral process. Democ-
racyvends up becoming a sham
and prone to fraud when insti-
tutions lack accountability”

“When fears of EVM tam-
pering are being expressed in
many elections of the world
and... experts are openly writ-
ing about danger of tamper-
ing, BJP should clarify the rea-
son behind insistence onusing

EVM,”

posts he had made about :

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

FOREIGN EXCHANGE DEPARTMENT, KOLKATA

Cancellation of FFMC Licence

In exercise of powers conferred on it under Section 10(3) of the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999, the Reserve Bank of
India has cancelled the Full Fledged Money Changer (FFMC) licence of the following company, for contravention of extant FEMA
provisions and directions issued thereunder.

PRIVATE LIMITED

ANDAMAN ISLANDS, SOUTH ANDAMAN,
ANDAMAN & NICOBAR 744101.

Sl. | Name of the company Address of Registered Office Licence Number and | Cancellation
Date Date
1 | TRAVELVIEW FOREX 13 SHASTRI ROAD, ABERDEEN BAZAR, | KOL-FFMC-0725-2024 20-05-2024

dated 10-02-2022

(https://www.rbi.org.in).

Date: 17-06-2024

Consequent to the cancellation, the FFMC shall not undertake or transact money changing activities as specified in the Master
Direction on Money Changing Activities dated January 01, 2016, updated from time to time, and available on the RBI website

5d/-
General Manager

said Akhilesh, tun

rt Zero FIR against guv

- nephew on rape and
conspiracy charges

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: Kolkata Police has
lodged a zero FIR against go-
vernor C V Ananda Bose's
nephew and transferred the
case to Delhi Police,

The zero FIR, lodged for
rapeandcriminal conspiracy,
relates to the alleged sexual
abuse of a Kolkata-based
Odissi dancer at an upscale
Delhi hotel in Jan 2023 but a
formal complaint was lodged
only last Oct. The governor
and his nephew have been
implicated in thiscase.

Raj Bhavan has not re-
sponded to the developments.

In astatement, a senior of-
ficial said: “With reference to
Hare Street PS w/s 376/120B,
on receipt of complaint, Hare
Street PS registered a case
against the nephew of HE Go-
vernor of WB for hatching a
criminal conspiracy that re-
sulted in victim'’s rape ina ho-
tel at Delhi in January 2023,
Ld CMM passed an order to
treat the case as zero FIR &
transfer the same to Delhi.
Accordingly, the case has be-
en transferred to Delhi Poli-
ce.” Kolkata Police officials
refused to comment.

Thecomplainant told cops
she had approached Bose to
help hersort out the problems
she was facing in travelling
and performingabroad. Bose,
according to the complai-
nant, asked her to approach
the ministry of external affa-
irs and promised to help.

All allies on board
with UCC, no reason

(0 WOITY:

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: Union MoS (inde-
pendent charge) of law and jus-
tice Arjun Ram Meghwal said
on Sunday that Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) would have a smo-
oth passage under the third
Marendra Modi govt. He clai-
med allies would not pose any
hurdle to its implementation.

Meghwal, who was in Kol-
kata to attend the maugural
sessionof aseminaron'India’s
Progressive Path in the Admi-
nistration of Criminal Justice
System’, said that NDA was ve-
rvstable and there was “norea-
son to worry about UCC™,

Earlier, JIXU), — the third
largest constituent of the NDA
govt — said any move towards
implementation of UCC sho-
uld go through a consensus.
Although the party said it was
not against UCC, Bihar CM Ni-
tish Kumar had in 2017 raised
his concerns on the matter
with the Law Commission. Af-
ter the recent Lok Sabha elec-
tion results, JD(U) said that all
stakeholders, chief ministers,
political parties and sects sho-
uld be consulted to prepare a
draft of the code.

Meghwal

“It is on BJP’s agenda and
we mentioned it in our poll ag-
enda... States like Goa and Utta-
rakhand have already imple-
mented it,” Meghwal said.

At the seminar, the mini-
ster said the 21st century be-
longed to India. “The 19th cen-
tury saw Europe’s dominance
and England led that. The 20th
century saw North Ameriea’s
dominance
and the US led
that. The 21st
century  will
witness Asia's
dominance
and countries
like China, Ja-
pan and India

The zero FIR relates
to the alleged
sexual abuse of a
Kolkata-based
Odissi dancer at an
upscale Delhi hotel

in Jan 2023

She was then sent flight
tickets and booked a stav in a
Delhi hotel on Jan 5 and 8,
2023, the complainant told
cops. According to the comp-
laint, the governor’'s nephew
had arranged for her tickets
and stay in Delhi. The gover-
nor was staying at Delhi’s
Banga Bhavan at that time
and came to meet her at the
hotel where she was abused,
she claimed. She did not ex-
plain why she waited 10
months to lodge a complaint.

On May 2 this year, a Raj
Bhavan staffer had complai-
ned that the governor had mo-
lested her twice (on April 24
and May 2). Inthis case, three
Raj Bhavan employees, impli-
cated in a different FIR, got
bail from a lower court.

The governor has laid
down the S§C’s interpretation
of Article 361 in the Ramesh-
war Prasad case to point out
that he enjoyed complete 1m-
munity, even for personal
acts, while in office. In a state-
ment, Bose had said: “In view
of the immunity enjoyed by
covernor, police are constitu-
tionally barred from carrying
out any Kind of preliminary

inquiryorregisteringa FIR.”

Kids adopted
post-retirement
can't be denied

pension: HC

Ajay.Sura@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: Punjab and
Harvana High Court has
made it clear that there can-
not be any discrimination
in granting family pension
to legally adopted children
merely on account of the
date of their adoption.

The court was of the
view that children adopted
post-retirement cannot be
deprived of pensionary
benefits.

Justice Tribhuvan Da-
hiva passed the order while
allowing a petition filed by
Vikas Kumar, resident of
Harvana's Jhajjar district.

He had sought quashing
of aHaryana govtorder dat-

DATE ISSUE

ed Feb 14, 2019, that rejected
his claim for family pen-
sion. He had also sought di-
rections to release family
pension, effective from Sept
24, 2012, with interest, till
attaining 25 years of age.

The petitioner’s father
had retired from military
service on July 4, 1970, and
was released on military
pension.

Thereafter, he joined
Harvana govton the post of
‘barkandaz’ (guard)on Sept
27. 1971, and was promoted
to the rank of ‘daffedar’ Af-
ter his superannuation on
July 31, 1987, he adopted the
petitioner as son on March
1, 2000, but passed away on
Jan 26, 2011.

¥
v

“Iransition to new
criminal laws from

July 1 will be smooth’

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: There would be a
smoothtransitiontothethree
new criminal laws, passed by
Parliament in 2023, once thev
were implemented from July
1, Union MoS (independent
charge) of law and justice =sa-
id on Sunday. Cases that have
already been registered un-

pebobrata Shome  der Indian Pe-
nal Code and
Code of Cri-
minal Proce-
dure, howe-
VEr, would
continue  to
follow the old
laws till a ver-

are likely to le- : dict was rea-
ad that. But CJTSSivagnanam greets Arjun ched.

apart from the Ram Meghwal at the conference “There
size of the eco- will not be

nomy and economic develop-
ment, there are several other
parameters. Oneof thoseisthe
democratic set-up of the socie-
tv." he said.

UCC is a proposed legal
framework that aims at repla-
cing personal laws with a com-
mon set governing every citi-
zen in marriage, divoree, inhe-
ritance and adoption.

any trouble even if a person
goes to register an FIR in are-
mote area. There will be a
smooth transition from July 1
and speedyv disposal of justi-
ce. However, cases already re
gistered will follow the old
laws,” said Meghwal.

The minister added: “The
Bharativa Nvay Sanhita,
Bharatiyva Nagarik Suraksha

Sanhita and Bharativa Saks-
hadhiniyvam are meant to give
justice to people and not to pu-
nishthem. Thereisahugedif-
ference in the approach. For
the British, punishing Indi-
answas important.”

Addressing the inaugural
sessionof aseminaronthe ad-
ministration of the criminal
justice system in Kolkata,
Meghwal said national judici-
al academies and law univer-
sities had been imparting trai-
ning on the new criminal co-
des. “We will increase infrast-
ructure, increase the number
of forensic laboratories. The
three new laws will be effecti-
vefromJuly1,” he said.

The minister said inputs
and proposals had come from
*18 states, six Union Territo-
ries, Chief Justicesof 16 high
courts, 144 MPs and 270
MLASs"”, apart fromnumerous
organisations and institu-
tions over the past four vears.
“These suggestions were de-
bated in at least 58 official and
hundreds of unofficial mee-
tings. We are implementing
them because the people wan-
ted to change colonial law,”
Meghwal said.

....................................................................................................................................................................................

Pak spies pose as Indian glrls
to honeytrap desi def officials

Shishir.Aryai@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: A bechive of Pakis-
tani spies posing as voung
Indian women with alluring
names honeviraps officials
in Indian defence establish-
ments, reveal court papers
about Nishant Agrawal, a
former scientist of Brahmos
Aerospace Private Limited’s
(BAPL) Nagpur unit recent-
Iv convicted of leaking mili-
tary secrets.

Many could fall for Indi-
an-sounding Sejal Kapoor,
ArohiAlok, Aditi Aaron, Ad-
iti Agrawal, Anamika Shar-
ma, Divya Chandan Roy, Ne-
ha Sharma and Pooja Ran-
jan. Agrawal did so, too, 5ix
Vears ago.

Uttar Pradesh's Anti-
Terrorist Squad (UP-ATS)
arrested Agrawal in Oct
2018. The UP native was sen-
tenced to life by a court in
Nagpurearlier this month.

Pankaj Awasthi, UP-ATS
investigation officer, said in
his deposition during Agra-
wal's trial that one ‘Sejal
had set up a Facebook ac-
count from Pakistan. Using
this, she chatted with Pakis-
tani operatives and her Indi-
an targets.

The chats showed she
was part of a group that
shared data and tips on de-

Nishant Agrawal, a
former scientist of
Brahmos Aerospace
Private Limited’s
Nagpur unit, was
recently convicted
of leaking

military secrets

celving Indian defence staff-
ers. Awasthi added that one
of the chats showed the
group was trying to launch a
cyberattack.

For Agrawal, Sejal was a
recruiter in UK’s Hays Avia-
tion. Agrawal's profile had
mentioned that he was a se-
nior systems engineer at
Brahmos Aerospace. He was
also Facebook friends with
two other individuals, Neha
Sharma and Pooja Ranjan,
whose accounts too were ac-
tive from Pakistan, testified
Awasthi.

Agrawal had chatted
with Sejal on Linked-in too,
wheresheshowed interest in
hiring him. Awasthi told the
court that on Sejal's direc-
tions, Agrawal had clicked
on links sent by her and in-
stalled threeapps —&Qwhisp-
er, ChattoHireand X-trust—
on his personal laptop in
2017, The apps were malware
that stole data from Agra-

wal's laptop, which con-
tained classified informa-
tion. Sejal and other spies
tried to contact other de-
fence officials too, both serv-
ing and retired, Awasthi told
the court.

In the case of the Luck-
now-based former IAF offi-
cer, the sleuths came across
romantic chats between him
and Sejal. However, the offi-
cerwasnotincludedasanac-
cused. Sejal had sent the da-
ta-stealing malware Qwhisp-
er to this officer, too. Howev-
er, no secret records or
evidence of crime was found
in his personal laptop. The
officer admitted chatting
with Sejal.

In eross-examination by
defence (Agarwal’s) lawvyer
Chaitanya Barve, Awasthi
said he had not sent the [AF
man'’s laptop for forensic ex-
amination. Investigations
revealed that the ofticer had
formatted the device.

Investigations also re-
vealed that Sejal was in
touch with another former
[AF staffer in Amritsar and
that he had shared his mo-
bile number with her. The
Amritsar IAF officer, too,
was not found to have com-
mitted any offence and was.
therefore, not arrested,
according to Awasthi.

Blhar ASI hit by
-~ tractor ferrying
illegally mined
sand, badly hurt

Nawada: An assistant sub-in-
spector (ASI) suffered grave
injuries after being hit by a
tractor ferrving illegally
mined sand in Bihar's Nawa-
da on Sunday, reports S B 8Sin-
ha. The attack on ASI Sanjit
Kumar came exactly a week
after a constable was crushed
to death by a tractor of the
sand mafia in the state's Au-
rangabad district.

In Nawada, Kumar tried to
stop the vehicle in Laund vil-
lage but the driver knocked
him down and fled. The vehi-
cle was plying despite a pro-
hibitiononsand mininginthe
area fromJune15to Oct 15.

According to SHO Ranjit
Ram, Kumar had gone to the
area after a tip-off about sand-
laden vehicles. “The ASI spot-
ted the tractor and tried to
stop it but the driver deliber-
ately ran the vehicle over
him,” the SHO said. The ASI
was rushed to a hospital in
nearby Pawapuri.

On June 9, constable Dee-
pak Kumar, 29, was out on a
routine check for illegal sand
miners in Aurangabad when
he was fatally hit by a tractor.
The tractor driver, Ramta
Singh, and its owner, Dhar-
mendra Yadav, were arrested
hours later:
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Man arrested
in Raj over clip :
threatening to

kill Salman

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Mumbai crime
branch has arrested a 25-vear-
old man from Rajasthan on
charges of crim-
inal intimida-
tionfor allegedly
uploading a vid-
eothreatening to
eliminate actor
— Salman Khan.
The arrested accused,
Banwarilal Laturlal Gurjar
from Bundi, was brought to
Mumbai on Sunday and pro-
duced before a loeal court
which remanded him in po-
lice custody till June 18.

Thesouth cyber policereg-
istered an FIR on June 12 after
Gurjar allegedly uploaded the
videoon his YouTube channel
in which he says: “Goldy
(Brar), Rohit (Godara), Nitin
and Vivek (they are all associ-
ated with jalled gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi) and many
more brothers are with us.
Salman Khan has an attitude.
Despite being told to apol-
ogise for the blackbuck kill-
ing, he hasn’t... as we have
said that we will eliminate
him, it will be done.”

Police said the video was
shotonahighway They traced
the IP address to Rajasthan.
Police said Gurjar had used a
fictitious name, ‘Are choddo
vaar', and email address, but
they managed to track him
down from hismobilenumber.

“We are checking if he has
a criminal background,” said
apolice officer.

‘Khata-khat’: Puri
takes dig at Cong for
K'taka fuel price hike .

New Delhi: Reacting to the steep hike in

. petroleum prices in Karna-
4 | taka, oll minister Hardeep
Puri took a swipe at Con-
! gress’'s Rahul Gandhi and
said, “Khata-khat badh gayi
(inflation has

| mehengai

: gone up very fast).”
The minister said after not fulfilling the
promise of transferring Bs 8,500/ month toa
woman of each family Congress-governed
Karnataka had saddled people with the bur-
den of paving REs 3/litre more tor petrol and
diesel. Puri said with this increase, petrol

Parties in House will take
callon Speaker s post: Birla

- BJP Allies TDP,
JD(U) Seem
Comfortable

Wlth 2nd Term

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Amid growing
speculation that BJP leader-
ship may prefer his continua-
tion as Lok Sabha Speaker,
(i Birla on Sunday said the
decision would be made by all
political parties, “Changes
should keep happening. But |
am nobody to comment on
this. The Speaker’s post will
be decided by political par-

Om Birla pays tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi at the Parliament House
complex during the inauguration
of the Prerna Sthal in New Delhi

ties in the House,” he said.
Speculation about Birla
getting a second term as
Speaker has gathered force
amid strong indications that

the constitutional position
will stay with BJP, the single
largest party in Lok Sabha by
a huge margin and, also, that
two of its crucial allies —
TDP and JD(U) — are com-
fortable with the idea.

BJP’s preference for con-
tinuity in key appointments,
especiallv for the cabinet
committee on security, hasre-
inforced the estimate in cer-
tain quarters about the out-
going Speaker being contin-
ued. An agriculturist and
erassroots worker, Birla was
re-elected from Kota-Bundi
LS constituency, becoming
thefirst Speaker in 20 vearsto
win his second straight elec-
tion. Prior to this, he was a
member of the Rajasthan as-
sembly from 2003 to 2014.

Birla's first term saw him
developing equations across
the spectrum, especially be-
cause of hisdeclared stance of
preferring newcomers, the
‘back-benchers’ who always
chafed at the chair’s “out of
turn” indulgence of veterans.
He also encouraged the ‘back-
benchers’toparticipate in pro-
ceedings, motivating them to
overcome the fright of the big
stage. The first session of the
18th Lok Sabha will be held
from June 24 to July 3 and the
Speaker’s election has been
scheduled on June 26.

On Sunday, Birla justified
the move torelocate the statu-
es of freedom fighters and na-
tional icons spread across the
Parliament premises toanew
enclosure, Prerna Sthal.

Call your

Cong: Shifting statues in Parl
breaches ‘spirit of democracy’

New Delhi: Calling it a violation of
the “basic spirit of democracy”, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun Kharge
lamented that statues of Gandhiand
Ambedkar had been removed from
prominent places in the Parliament
campus and moved to a separate cor-
ner, though the spots were decided
decades ago after careful considera-

tion about their importance.

Kharge slammed the relocation
of statues of all important leaders
despite the
presence of adedicated committee to
take such decisions, the ‘Committee

“without consultation”

House Complex’.

presence,” he said. tan

on the Installation of Portraits and
Statues of National Leaders and Par-
liamentarians in the Parliament
“The statue of Ma-
hatma Gandhi in a meditative pos-
ture located right in front of the old :
Parliament building held immense :
significance for India’s democratic
polity. Members paid their respects
at the statue imbibing within them-
selves the spirit of Mahatma. It is at
this place that members often con-
ducted peaceful and democratic pro-
tests, drawing strength from their

Indira

In U-turn, Gopi says called
‘mother of Cong’

:  Thiruvananthapuram: Union MoS Suresh Gopi
: on Sunday said he never called Indira Gandhi
- ‘mother of the country’. Clarifying his remark was
:  misinterpreted by the media, Gopi said he'd called
- Indira “mother of Congress” and “mother of mod-
: ern India”. At the memorial of Tamil Nadu’s for-
mer CM K Karunalkaran on Saturday, Gopi had de-
scribed Indira as the “mother of India” and K Ka-

Murlidhar

5D - Azerbaijan

12 D - Azerbaijan, Georgia & Armenia

nearest store

Sen Lane
along CR Avenue outside
- BJP party office on Sun-
. day evening, prompting
:  KolkataPolice’s bomb de-
tection and disposal squ-
ad to remove the object
with safety precautions.
Cops are yet to examine

The Feel Of Europe At The Cost Of Asia.
Experience The Timeless Silk Route 3

Georgia | Armenia | Azerbaijan | Uzbekistan | Kazakhstan (Easy Visa Destinations)

Emrten Group Hnllda?s 'ill‘ltll Fltgms
‘ 50 - Georgia | 9 D - Azerbaijan 6 Georgia
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| 8 D - Tashkent, Samarkand & Almaty

@ ¥249900.00 @ ¥ 97 000.00 (Land Dnly)

InClusions: Hotels, Meals, Insurance, Visa b Sightseelng as per iinerary,

T&C apply. Final pricine & availability of offers/services may vary based on market congitions B prevailing FX rates.

Visit thomascoolin or contact our sales team

Lake Gardens: 9167682684
Rabindra Sadan: 9167684075
New Alipore: 9619654687
Ballygunge: 9619647320

Salt Lake Sec-5: 9619640792
AD77 Salt Lake : 9619639820
Chinar Park: 9619644693

thomascook.in | @ 88795 42332 | @ Thomas Cook

: Bomb-like object near
:  BJP office: A bomb-like
- pbject was found near

AN APPEAL TO DEPOSIT/SAFE DEPOSIT LOCKER
CUSTOMERS OF SBI

Momination facility is intended to facilitate hassle-free transfer of the fund
available in the deposit accounts (Individuall/ contents of safe deposit
lockers to the nominee if such an unfortunate situation arises. We,
therefore, make an appeal to our esteemed customers (Individuals) to
register nomination in all your deposit accounts/ safe deposit lockers.
Nomination facility is available on internet banking (onlingsbi), YONO or by
visiting home branch. Nomination can be registered / modified /cancelled
any time during the currency of deposit/safe deposit lockers. For further
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DATE

Sunday
23rd June
2024

CONSULTATION WITH
APOLLO EXPERTS

ORTHO & SPINE CLINIC

Dr. R. SANKAR

MBBS, D. Ortho, F.R.CS5.l.,, F.R.C.5. |[Tr & Ortho)
Senior Consultant, Paediatric Orthopaedic &
Spine Surgeon,

Apollo Children’s Hospitals, Chennai
Consultation for children between the ageof 0- 18
years suffering from spine deformities, complex
fractures, bone tumours, limb deformities, sports
related injuries, knee / hip pain etc

in Karnataka was now Rs 8.2/litre more
expensive than BJP-run govts in Uttar Pra-
desh and Gujarat.

VENUE

APOLLO HOSPITALS [CHENNAI]
REGIONAL OFFICE
Diamond Prestige Building,
Room No -405, 4th Floor,
Hn,ur: Bose Road, Kolkata - 700 017.

IHGSF‘IT#LE

H

: runakaranasa “courageousadministrator”. mw the object. Ten details, please visit us on bank.sbi.
Team SBI
DEAR WEEKLY LOTTERY .}
1 MG e R -
-\\ INSURANCE ictal 31 $RAR
c RO R E \ INSTITUTE OF COLLEGE OF INSURANCE
3 WONBY =< 50

MURSHIDABAD RESIDENT

as first prize in Dear Weekly
Lottery in the draw held on
09.04.2024. Her winning
ticket numberis 70LB2224.
She has submitted her prize-
winning ticket along with
the prize claim form to the
Nodal Officer, Nagaland
State Lotteries located at
Kolkata. “Dear Lottery
completely revamped my
life by way of making me a
- Crorepati. | have not even
imagined winning One Crore
rupees through lottery. All
my family members were
 astonished and their
happiness has increased.

Smt. SUMITA CHOWDHURY
from MURSHIDABAD, WEST
BENGAL has won Rs, 1 Crore

This huge prize money will
improve our financial

Enroll for Professional

cerfificafe Courses in Insurance

College of Insurance (COl), the training arm of Insurance Institute of India
commencing its next batch of short term courses in the following disciplines
exclusively designed for interested insurance and allied professionals.

1. Advanced Certificate Course in Health Insurance (Onlineg)

2. Certificate Course in General Insurance (Online)

3. Certificate Course in Life Insurance Marketing (Self Study)

4. Certificate Course in Investigation and Fraud Detection in
Life Insurance (Online)

The last date for the registration is 15" July 2024.
For more details -

Visit our website: www.insuranceinstituteofindia.com
Email us on college_insurance@iii.org.in
Contact us on 022 - 69654 234 / 270/ 254 / 251 / 284 /266 / 249/ 216
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Perfect balance of Strength & Flexibility

Why should

TMT be FLEXI-STRONG?

A TMT rebar with high strength might seem like an
obvious choice, because to make a home strong, we
need strength ina TMT rebar. But, to make a home
stand firm for generations — protecting it from natural
calamities and rigours of weather — we need another
equally important attribute in a TMT rebar, which

is flexibility.

Therefore, to build a strong as well as long-lasting
home, we must have a TMT rebar with high flexibility  keeps your dream home forever strong.
as well as adequate strength.

The Bureau of Indian Standards and eminent
professors of renowned |1 Ts attest the same.

But it is very difficult to have more of both — strength
and flexibility — since increasing the strength would
decrease the flexibility (being inversely proportional).

Made from
Pure Steel

Made from high quality iron ore,

in integrated steel plants,
guality ensured by NABL.

70 Years

Experience

Delivering excellence
in construction steel
for seven decades.

After many years of research and consultation with
experts, Shyam Steel has designed and created
Shyam Steel Flexi-Strong TMT rebar — a TMT rebar,
which has high flexibility as well as adequate
strength. This ensures that your home will be strong
and last for generations.

Select Shyam Steel Flexi-Strong TMT rebar, whose
unigue and perfect mix of flexibility and strength

Mega Projects
and dream homes

The same TMT, building hundreds of
national projects and millions of
dream homes across the nation.

of

Toll Free 1800 120 4007 | QO Q@ | Now you can also order online at www.shop.shyamsteel.com

stability,” said the winner.

ADMISSIONS
OPEN 2024

KNOWLEDGE
CAMPUS

CHOOSE TO BE

INDUSTRY-READY.
CHOOSE NSHM.

ENROLNOW TO ACCESS OUR
FOUNDATION COURSES.

Masterclasses by experts

2] Industry boot camps
Communication and public speaking
Al and IT skills

-

Congratulations on clearing the Class Xl Board exams!

For all those who can't wait to join college, join NSHM.
We have started our session with specialised pre-college foundation courses designed to
give you a head start for both college and your career. See you on campus.

UG & PG Courses Offered

Business & Management

MBA | Executive MBA | MHA

BBA | BBA - Hospital Management

Global Business | Sports Management

BBA - Accountancy, Taxation and Auditing + (BSE Certification)

Hotel & Tourism Management

B.Sc. - Multimedia Animation & Graphics
Fashion Design | Interior Design
M.Sc, - Animation & Graphic Design

Health Sciences

B.Pharm. | M.Pharm. | B.Optometry

B.Sc. & M.Sc.** - Hospitality Management M.Optometry** %

B.Sc. - Culinary Science B.Sc. & M.Sc. - Psychology E

BBA - Travel & Tourism Management M.5¢™ - Yoga

Master of Tourism & B.5¢. & M.5c. - Dietetics & Nutrition

Travel Mﬂ"ﬂgﬁmﬂﬂt (MTTM)** Master of Public Health**
D

BCA | B.Sc. - Data Science B.Sc. - Media Science | Film & Television ¢

M.Sc.**- Data Science | Cyber Security M.5c. - Media Science é

MCA* g
**Blended learning mode also available; online classes on weekdays & offline classes on weekends. %

All courses are affiliated to MAKAUT (formerly known as WBUT)
and approved by AICTE (as applicable).

& Helpline 99032 50754

NSHM Knowledge Campus
(Estd. by H.C.G. Charitable Trust)

60, B.L. Saha Road, Kolkata, Pin 700 053
(Formerly 124, B.L. Saha Road)
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Giriraj: Goats
shouldn’t be :
sacrificed in
public on Eid

Patna: Union textiles
minister Giriraj Singh
on Sunday said goats
should not be sacrificed
in public places on the
occasion of Bakrid, re-
ports Manoj) Chaura-
sia. The minister also
asked district adminis-

FAYING HUOMAGE TO THE DEFAK TELY SCHLIL

Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

" g

PARTHAJIT
MAJUMDER

(BOBBY)

Left for his
heavenly abode
on 11.06.2024.

“May his soul
rest in peace”

In loving memory of

Sheila Mitra

Birthday: 07/01/1936 . Shraddha at: trations to maintain
Death: 17/06/1980 Chaitanya Research Institute communal harmony on
TRUT SENRPApE e Rashbehari Avenue theoccasion, triggering
* fondiy on 21.06.2024 at 1:00 pm sharp reactions from

Remembered fondly
by Siddhartha, Roopa

]! and Tanisha n
- qi .r .ﬁ'.-

agg REMEMBRANCE

W) & SHARING MEMORIES

the opposition.

“Goatsshould notbe
sacrificed in public
places as it may give
rise to communal ten-
sion on Bakrid. T appeal
to authorities in every
district across the coun-
try, including Begusa-
rcu, to maintain peace
and communal harmo-
ny,” Giriraj told media-
persons in Begusarai
on Sunday

Reacting sharply to
Giriraj’s remark, RJD

o

ey [l

In Memory of

SHAHEED ANIL KUMAR DAS
18.06.1906-17.06.1932

A Great freedom fighter.
Remembered by Family,
Friends, The Javasree

Trust, Matribhoomi said he had "no work
Seva Sanstha & Shaheed other than creating
Anil Das Attotsarga Committee on the 92nd communal tension in
Anniversary of his Martyrdom in Dhaka society by making such
Central Jail & his118th Birth Anniversary. statements”. Congress
Dipankar Das: 9811500184 too reacted, suggesting

he focus on his work.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, AUTONOMOUS STATE

MEDICAL COLLEGE KAUSHAMBI

Letter No. ASMC/KAUSHAMBIADVERTISMENT/2024-25/349

ADVERTISMENT
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF PROFESSORS, ASSO-
CIATE PROFESSORS, ASSISTANT PROFESSORS AT AUTONOMOUS
STATE MEDICAL COLLEGE, KAUSHAMBI UP. FOR DETAILS VISIT OUR
WEBSITE WWW ASMCKAUSHAMBI.IN AND DGME WEBSITE-
WWW.DGME .UP.GOV.IN
LAST DATE OF ACCEPTING APPLICATION IS 13.07.2024 TILL 05:00 PM.

Principal,
AUTONOMOUS STATE MEDICAL COLLEGE,
KAUSHAMBI

Date 15-06-2024

Office of the Chief Engineer, Flood Control & Drainage
Water Resources Department (WRD), Birpur
1" Floor Kausiki Bhawan, Birpur, Supaul, Bihar, India (854340)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
Invitation for BIDS (IFB)
Far
Equipment’s, mﬂrumennﬂnn & tools hﬁ:a—méntw_wu.rhsh_up at Physical Modelling Centre (PMC),
Centre of Excellence (CoE) Birpur, Supaul, Bihar,

Employer CHIEF ENGINEER Flood Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department (WRD),
Birpur, Supaul

Project Bihar Kosi Basin Development Project (BKBDP)

Contracttitle: Supply, installation, testing, commissioning, training and operation & maintenance

of eqguipment's, instrumentation & tools for Carpentry workshop at Physical Modelling Centre

(PMC), Centre of Excellence (CoE) Birpur, Supaul, Bihar

Country INDIA

Loan No. /Credit No. / Grant No. IDAIN5696

RFBNo + IN-BIHAR/BAPEPS/WRD/PMC/GOOD5/2024-25/02

Issuedon  ; June 28,2024 (28/06/2024)

1. The Government of India (Gol) on behalf of Government of Bihar (GoB) has received a credit of
from the International Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of Bihar Kosi Basin
Development Project (BKBDP) and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under
the contract for Supply, Installation, Testing, Commissioning, Training, Operation & Maintenance of
Equipment’s, Instrumentation & Tools for Carpentry Workshop  at Physical Modelling Centre
[PMC), Centre of Excellence (COE) Birpur, Supaul, Bihar.

2. The Chief Engineer, Flood Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department (WRD), Birpur,
Supaul GoB is sub-implementing agency on behalf of Bihar Aapda Punarwas Evam Punarnirman
Society (BAPEPS), GoB now invites sealed Bids from the eligible Applicants for Supply, Installation,
Testing, Commissioning, Training, Operation & Maintenance of Equipment’s, Instrumentation &
Tools for Carpentry Workshop  at Physical Modelling Centre [PMC), Centre of Excellence (COE)
Birpur, Supaul, Bihar.

3. Bidding will be conducted through National competitive Bidding procurement using Invitation for
Bids [IFB) as specified in the World Bank's "Guidelines: Procurement of Goods, Works and Non-
Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and 1DA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers”, January
2011 revised July 2014{"Procurement Guidelines”), and is open to all eligible Bidders as defined in
the Procurement Guidelines.

4, Imterested Eligible Bidders may obtain further information from

Chief Engineer,
Flood Control & Drainage,
Water Resources Department,
Birpur, Supaul -854340 (India)
Phone No 91-7463889422, Fax -06471-222019
Email: cebirpur@gmail.com and inspect the bidding document during office hours 10:00 AM to 5
PM

5. The bidding document in English Language are available online on https://eprocure.gov.in/ for a
nan-refundable fee of INR 10,000, in the form of Demand Draft on any Scheduled/MNationalized
bank payable at Supaul in favour of Executive Engineer, Head Works Division, Birpur, Supaul
-354340 (India). Bidders will be required ta register in the wehsite, which is free of cost. The bidder
would be responsible for ensuring that any addenda available on the website is also downloaded
and incorporated.

a) ; Price of bidding document;
| |MNon-refundable)
bj| Date of commencement of downloading of
| bidding
_|document 4
:!I Last date for dnwnluadlng of hitll:llng document
| from e- procurement Platform:
| https://eprocure gov.in/
I:HII Last date and time for bid Submission/ uploading
| of Bid in & Procurement Platform:
X |.| Time and date of opening of bids— Technical part:
f) | Time and date of opening of bids- Financial part!

%10,000 [Rupees Ten thousand Only)

| 28/06/2024 at 15-00 Hours onwards

30/07/2024 at 16:00 Hours

30/07/2024 at 16:00 Hours

| 30/07/2024 at 16:30 Hours

The financial bid of the bidders wha are technically
qualified will be opened through e - procurement
portal on a date to be notified later

6, The bid document Is available online and bids are to be submitted online through the e-
Procurement portal http:/feprocure govin only. Bids submitted in any other manner will not be
accepted. Bidders are required to obtain Digital signature Certificate {DSC) from the authorized
Certifying Authorities Portal and then register with the e-procurement platform and submit bids by
using their user D and Digital Signature.

7. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security , amount and currency of the Bid Security shall be 2
Lakhs in Indian Rupees in the form of Bank Guarantee from Scheduled bank in favour of
Executive Engineer, Head Works Division , Birpur, Supaul —854340 (India) needs to be submitted
as per the procedure as described in Paragraph 8 below.

8. Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding document and shall
have to be wvalid for 45 days beyond the validity of the bid. Bids must be submitted on
https://eprocure.gov.in/ on or before 16:00 hours on 30/07/2024 and will be opened online an the
30/07/2024 at 16:30 hours. Any bid or modifications to bid {including discount) received outside e-
procurement system will not be considered

9, The bidders are required to submit following documents in original before date and time fixed for
bid submission in the office of Executive Engineer, Head Works Division , Birpur, Supaul —854340
(India) before the opening of the technical part of the Bid given above, either by registered
post/speed post/courier or by hand.

a) Original demand drafts towards the cost of bid document and registration on e-procurement
website (if not previously registered);

b) Original bid security in approved form; and

c) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document.

d} Failing to submit above documents, the bids will be declared non-responsive and will not be
opened.

10. Interested Bidder are advised to visit the PMC Site, Birpur, Supaul at their convenience during
official hours before attending Pre Bid Meeting.

11. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 10/07/2024 at 14:30 hrs. in Office of Chief Engineer Flood
Control & Drainage, Water Resources Department, Birpur, Supaul =854340 (India) to clarify the
issues and to answer questions on any matter that may be raised at that stage as stated in clause 7
of ITB. Chief Engineer

12, The address (es) referred to above is Flood Control & Drainage,

Water Resources Department,
PR. No. 002029 (WRD) 2024-25 Birpur, Supaul -854340

This information is available on website www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also
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Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Rejectingaccusations
of saffronisation of the school
curriculum, NCERT director IDi-
nesh Prasad Saklani clarified that
references to the Gujarat riots and

Babri Masjid demolition

modified in school textbooks to
avoid creating “violent and de-

pressed citizens™.

Textbooks have seen several
crucial topics dropped or altered.

The assertion that ancient

from the Rakhigarhi site rules out
leading to

Arvan immigration,
calls for more research

whether the Harappans and Vedic
people were the same, has been re-
moved. Also omitted is a detailed
EIMperors’

table of Mughal
achievements.

Other deletions include BJP's
Somnath to
Avodhya, the role of kar sevaks,
communal violence after the Ba-
briMasjid demolition, President’s
rule in BJP-governed states, and
BJP's “regret over the happenings

‘rath vatra’ from

- Defends Changes,
Denies Charges
Of Saffronisation

Changes in textbooks were part of the
annual revision process and should not
stoke a controversy, NCERT director
Dinesh Prasad Saklani said

were

in Ayodhya™

DNA

evidence forthis idea,
into

. The new Class 11 po-
litical seience textbook claims po-
litical parties prioritise minority
groups’ interests for “vote bank
politics”, leading to “minority ap-
peasement™, a shift from the 2023-
24 session's focus on the lack of

Additional changes
dropping references to the Babri
Masjid demolition, the Killing of
Muslims in the Gujarat riots, Hin-
dutva, and tweaking the reference
to Manipur's merger with India.

During an interaction with
PTT at NCERT headquarters, Sak-
laniemphasised that these tweaks
were part of the annual revision
process andshould not stokea con-
troversy. “Why should
about riots in school textbooks?

include PMondJan?22.

Mehrauli
Thesearefacts.”

we teach

We want to create positive citi-
Zzens, not violent and depressed in-
dividuals,” Saklani said. “Should
we educate our students in a way
that makes them offensive or cre-
ates societal hatred? Teaching
aboutriotsatayoungage isunnec-
essary; they can learn about these
events as they grow up.” he said
and pointed out that there was no
similar outery over the absence of
the 1984 riots in textbooks.

The revised Class 12 political
seience textbook now refers to Ba-
bri Masjid as a “three-domed
structure” and focuses more on
the Supreme Court judgment that
allowed the construction of a Ram
temple at the disputed site, rather
than the details of the Ayodhya is-
sue. This judgment led to recon-
struction of the temple with the
consecration performed by the

Responding to allegations of
curriculum saffronisation, Sakla-
ni said, “If something has become
irrelevant, it must be changed.
There’s no saffronisation here. We
teach history based on facts, notto
create conflicts. Talking about the
Indian knowledge system or the
metallurgical advancements dem-
onstrated by the iron pillar in
is not saffronisation.

r"'_-% =
| - e '.l‘"
T ke

Lessons on riots ‘can create lst trial train reaches
‘violent citizens’: NCERT chlef
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Reasi in J&K via
hlghest rail brldge
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With this rail link, trave! hetween the 1u’atlhayr and the rest of the country is
set to become a reality in the next 4-5 months, railway officials said

New Delhi:

Can’t set timeframe for speaker to accept MLA resignation: HC

Shimla: A court of law can’t fix a
timeframe for an assembly speak-
er to decide if and when to accept
an MLA's resignation, a single-
judge bench of Himachal Pradesh
High Court said while ruling on a
petition filed by three Independent

the speaker
resignations.

legislators who put in their papers
on March 22 and joined BJP. The
trio was seeking a directive to
to accept

“Careful perusal of judgments
passed by both members of the di-

their

vision benchreveal that theyvarein
agreement that relief cannot be
granted, but the only difference of
opinion is whether timeframe can
be issued to decide the issue of vol-
untariness/genuineness of resig-
nation,” Justice Sharma said. Tww
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KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL SUPPLIES

CORPORATION LIMITED

No.1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, KHB Colony, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru - 560079. Phone: +91-80-23283218, E-mail: md.ksmscl@gmail.com

programme,

DIFRALPERET2024- 25

HD.HFWIHSHSCUE_QFTIHFFEWRE—THW[I#!I}H-E Date:iﬁ-l_lﬁ-zﬂial
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
Ref: 1) Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCD/Re-TND/
04/2024-25, (IND-0117)Date:15/06/2024.
2) Tender Notification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPTINPPCDITND/
OAEA/05/2024-25 (IND-0118)Date:15/06/2024.
Nationwide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system under KTPP Act
1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tenders:
1. Re-Tender for Supply of ENT Equipments under NPPCD programme.
2. Tender for Supply of Oto Acoustic Emission Analyzer under NPPCD

The tenderers who have registered under e-Procurement department may
participate through e-tendering system.

Details regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other information are
available in the Tender Document, which can be downloaded from the website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 15-06-2024. The eligible tenderers
shall submit their e-tenders under e-procurement platform for above mentioned
tenders. Further information if any may be obtained from this office.

Sd/- General Manager (Admin & Procurement)

KSMSCL, Bengaluru.

M R EUNRR el VIR MO, 21 REV-L. [Warranty Period:

@ OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE [

Mo, COS/CRIPUR/e-Tender/ 190162
Drate: 072024, The following e-Tenders
can be pceessed wunder the link
www.ireps.govin . Offers for such e-Tender
can be submitted only electronically by
accessing the link www.ireps.gov.in =
login —+ E=Tender StoresSupply. Vendors
may alse contact the following officials o
obam clanfication regarding particulor render
ar IREPS related information if any,
v, CMMHOYCLYWS Chattaranjan, 0341-
2525504 or SMMCONHO, (1341-2535631.
Oifice Address: Office of the PCMM /CLWY
Chittaranjan. SL No.; Tender No.; Briefl
Description of ltem: Quantity;
Earnest Money Deposit {Rupees); Teader
Closing Date & Time(IST) are as follow:
[1]: TS243823; (i} 55 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
WAG-9HC (SHELL PIPING) FOR ETO
BREAKE SYS5TEM as per Specn.
CLW/ME3053 ALT.-2] [One set consisting
of 33 items as per sct details attached)
[ Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery], (i) 35 PIFE FITTINGS FOR

AG-OHC (SHELL PIPING) FOR CCB
BEAKE SYSTEM as per Specn.
CLW/MS3053 ALT.-2] [Cne set consisting
of 32 items as per set details attached]
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery |; Liii) 55 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
CO-00 BOGIE PIPING FOR WAG-9HC
AS PER SPECN. NOUCLW/MS/3NE53 ALT--
21 [One set comsisting of (Y ttems a5 per set
details attached] [Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery]; (i) 42900
Set, (i) 39200 Sed, (iii) 96000 Set:
£ 200000000, 25072024 at 11:00 AM,
[2]s 75243732 Housing for WAG-9HC o
CLW Drg. No: = 12089.01-113-002 Alt-7,
| Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery|: 3635.00 Numhbers;
TO2000000.00; 10072024 at 11:00 AM.
[3]: 91241010; ASSOCIATED
COMPONENTS OF MACHINED STATOR
ASSEMBLY EACH SET CONSISTING
OF 11 ITEMS DRG. NOS, AS PER
ANNEXURE-A, SPECN. NO,
4TMSE.096.0608 REV.-2, ALT 1, RDSO 5TR

A0 Months after the date of delivery]; 215100
Set: T 2000000.00; 05/07/2024 at 11:00 AM.
[4]; 75243728; Wheel Set Guide for WAG-
OHC Loco as per Drg. No: - 1209 01.115-
004 Ali-1, [Warranty Perind: 30 Months
after the date of delivery], 10,7T21.00
MNumbers; § | TO7350000; 15/07/2024 ot
10:000 AN, [5]; 81240263; THINNER FOR
STATOR WASHING, SPECIFICATION N,
ATME 096,030, Rev-1, STR NO
CLWTM/AZ263 [REV-1]. (SHLEF LIFE 12
MONTHS) [Warranty Period: 20 Months
after the date of delivery|: 2343388 Ky
T 6AT10.000 10/07/2024 at 11:00 AM.
[6]: 8$1240623; (i) TOP COATING PAINT,
SPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS.096.020 Rev-
I,STR NO, CLW/TMA2210 Rev-1 (SHELF
LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery]:
{ii} HARDNER FOR TOP COATING
PAINTSPECTFICATION NOL4TWMS. 056020
Rev-1 5TR N CLW/TMA 2210 Rev-1
{SHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery]:
(111) THINNER FOR TOP COATING
PAINTSPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS. 056,020
Rev-1 STR NO, CLW/TM/12210 Rev-1
{SHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warramiy
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery];
(i) 132,86 Kg, (i) 22.82 Kg. (i) 1039.50
Kg: T 0.00; 05/07/2024 at 11:00 AM,
171; B1Z40624; PEIMER PAINT,
SPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS.096.019
Rev-1, STR NGy, CLW/TM/12210 Rev-
WSHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Perod: 30 Months after the date of delivery
: 2517.00 Kg; ¥ 8019000 15/07/2024 at
11:00 AN, [8); 812408671 (1) GLASS FIBRE
CORD-1 DIA 7. 5pecification No
4TMS.096.100, STR No, EL TM/2066, Rev-
2, [Warranty Period: 30 Months afier the
date of delivery]; (i) GLASS FIBRE CORD-
1 LA 11, Specification No, 4TMS.0596, 10K,
BTHE Mo, EL/TM 2066, Rev-2, [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the dae of delivery]:
iy 4110550 Meire, (i) 11342000 Meire;
TR0 220772024 ar 11:00 AM.

PR3-467 PCMM/CLW/Chintaranjan

ke ws o www lacehook.comuclw |':ul'|'.1|_'. %

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Cooch Behar Division, PHLE,
Dte. from the reputed, bonalide,
financially sound & experienced agency/
firrmm for the work of “Different swarks
related to different PW3SS under Coach
Behar Divislon, PHE Dte." agalnst
following MNULT, MIT: 01, 2, 3, 4 &
BfCO 2024-2025, Last date of Dropping:
2T-06-2024 up to 03:00 BM. Detalls may
b e viewed in the

hittp:ffwwew whtendors gowin Website,

B A -THES (4 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Basumati Corporation Limited
E IMWI EMD

Inviting e-tender vide Tender Beference
number: DB-MD/BCL/037/2024 Dt.
15/06/2024 (Tender Id :
2024 BCL_ 684561 1) for Enlistment of
suitable Vendaor{s) for off campus pre-
printing and printing works an behalf of
Basumati Corporation Limited
mentioned in the above Notice from the
bonafide suppliers within the end date
of bid submission i.e., 11.07.2024 by
06.00 PM. For details visit
http:/fwhtenders.gov.in 5d/- MD/BCL.
ICA-TEE4D{2) 2024

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
e=NIT No: KMDAE-M/EE/MD-I/
NIT-09 of 2023-24 (2o Cal

Oline Tender is invited by the Executive
Engineer, Mechanical Dwvision-1, E-M
Sector, KMDA, 59 MNarrul Park, Ashiwini
Magar, Kolkato-TO015%9, from the ehgible
agencies, for the work, Name of Work,
Estimated WValue of work, Earmest
Money Deposit, Time of Completion,
Operation and  maintenance  of Electro-
mechanical equipment of Clear Water
Pumping Station for 9 MLD capacity WTP
under Pujali Mumcipality for 36 (Thiry
Six) Months, Be47,11,394)-, 504 328/
36 Monihs from Commencement date of
the work, Lust date & time of Online Bid
submission: 03.07.2024, 14.00 hrs, lor
details contact the above office or visit both
wiehsies, (EMINA-29)
www kmida.wh.gov.in

www.whienders.gov.in ICA-THE44( 22024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EMDA TENDER NOTICE
NIT Mo: EMDASE- -
NIT-0 ol

Omlime Tender is invited by the Execuotive
Engineer, Mechanical Division-1, E-M
Sector, KMDA, 59, Naomul Park, Ashiwini
Magar, Kolkata-7001359, from the cligible
ngencies, for the work, Name of Work,
Estimated WYalue of work, Enrnes
Money Deposit, Time of Completion,
Roond the clock oporation and
madntenance of Electro-mechanical
cquipment of Booster Puomping Station
under Panihati Momicipality for 360 Thiry
Sim} Months., R 65,39 3820,
Rs. 1,30, TR&ES-, 36 months from
Commencemeni dute of the work, Lasi
date & time of Omline Bid sabmission:
03.07.2024 upto 1400 bhrs., for details
contact the above office or visit both
websites, (EMINA-19)

www kmda. wh.gov.in
www.whienders.govin s tRg37(3) 2024

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE

NIT-04 of 2024-25

Online Tender is invited by the Execulive
Engineer, Mechanical Division-1, E-M
Secior, KMDA, 50 Marmil Pork, Ashiwind
Maogar, Kolkatn-700159, from the eligible
agenctes, for the work, Mame of Wark,
Estimated Yalue of work, Eameost
Money Deposit, Time of Completion,
Round the «olock operation  and
MAiniEnance of Electro-mechanical
:qlﬁ'rn'ru;:nl of Haw Water |’l|u1'|ping Sintion
for 59 MLD capacity WTP, Panihati, ai
ward no, 3, Gourango Ghol Road, under
Pomihati Mumicipality for 36 (Thirty Six)
Months.,, Re.63,69 7320, Ra.1.27.395/-, 36
months from Commencement date of the
work, Last date & time of Online Bid
submission: 03.07.2024 upto 14.00 hrs.,
for detmils contact the above office or visat
both wehsites, (KMIDA-13)

www. whienders.gov.in ICA-T8833(3)/2024

bridge. All

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

Indian Rail-
ways operated the first trial
train from Sangaldan to Rea-
si, including on the world’s
highest rail bridge built on
Chenab river in Jammu and
Kashmir, on Sunday.

With this rail link, travel
between the Valley and the
rest of the country is set to
become a reality in the next
4-5 months, officials said.

Reasi was recently in the
news because of a terror at-
tack that claimed nine lives.
The railways also achieved
this feat days before PM Mo-
di visits Srinagar to cele-
brate International
Day In a social media post,
railway minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said., “First trial
train has successfully run
from Sangaldan to Reasi, in-
cludingcrossingthe Chenab
construction

work for the USBRL are
nearly finished, with only
funnel No. 1 remaini
tially incomplete.’

" Railway

officials said the Commis-
sioner of Railways Safety is
scheduled to conduct a two-
day inspection later this
month on the Sangaldan-
Reasi section. The Udham-
pur-srinagar-Baramulla
Rail Link (USBRL) project
spans 272 km and 209 km has
been commissioned in phas-
es. Currently, trains operate
from Kanyvakumari to Katra
and the railwayv link from
Baramulla to Sangaldan in
the Kashmir Valley is oper-
ational,

The USBRL project, in-
cluding the 48.1-km Banihal-
Sangaldan section, was in-
augurated by Modi on Feb
20. Thefirst phase (118 km)of
this strategic project, Qazi-
gund-Baramulla section,
was inaugurated in Oct 2009,

The subsequent two
phases were inaugurated in
20013 and 2014. The 1,315
metre bridge is part of a
broader project which aims
to make the Kashmir Valley
accessible by the Indian
Railways network.

Yoga
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Congress to review
‘problem’ states, reshuffle
AICC and state units

Times News NETwWORK

New Delhi; Seeking to plug organi-
sational loopholes and prepare for
the future, Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge will soon kickstart
a review of states where the party
performed badly in the recently con-

cluded Lok Sabha elections.

It will be followed by meetings
withfunctionariesof statesthatwill
go for assembly elections in coming
months. Sources said Congress will
effect an organisational reshuffle in
AICC and state units after the string
of meetings where the role of party
chiefs and managers will also be as-
sessed. Of special concern is the
sub-par performance in Karnataka
and Telangana, where the party re-
cently came to office with a solid per-
formance, and Himachal Pradesh,
wherethe party won a good majority
butfailed to win any of the four seats
in the parliamentary elections,

The party also performed poorly
in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Delhi,
Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh and
Jammu. The review is likely to start

later this month.

The issue came up for discussion
in the recent CWC meeting held to
discussthe 2024 election results. The
party also wants to quickly finalise
Maha-

the strategy for Haryana,

[®) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (@)

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

No.: ECR-SPJOSTRP{IREP)355/2024/ 280026

Sr. DMM{Admn. VECR/SPJ on behalf of the
President of India "Open e-Tender Nobce®
from the efigible and experienced agency or
confractor for e-Tender on Tender No
12235441 particutars are as under:-
Name of Items: Insulator load testing
machine for porcelain and composite
insulator for 25 kV AC Traction as per RDSO
spec. no.- THSPC/OHE/STEST/0090
(02/2009) Rev-0 or latest. Make/Brand-
YOTA or similar, Quantity: 09 Nos.

AMM (DSLYECR/ISPJ
PR/0O496/SPJ/STORE/T/24-25/20

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE

-NIT No= K o )
NIT-05 of 2024-15
Online Tender is imvited by the Executive
Engincer, Mechanical [Division-I, E-M

Sector, KMDA, 39, Nasrul Park, Ashiwini
Magor, Kolkats-T00159, from the eligible
ngencies, for the work, Name of 'Worl,
Estimated Yalue of work, Earnest
Money Deposit, Time of Completion,
Operatfon and mudnienance of Eleciro-
mechanical equipment of Raw Waler
Pumping Station for % MLD capacity WITP
under Pujmli Municipality for 36 (Thirty
Six) Months., Ra.64, 25,626/,
Rs.1.28,.513/, E L] micmths {rom
Commencement date of the work, Last
date & time of Onoline Bid submission:
03.07.2024 wupto 1400 hrs, for detsils
contact the above office or visit both

websites. (KMDA-23)
www kmda.wh.gov.in
www. whtenders.gov.in ICA-TRA31(3)2024

GOVERNMIENT OF WEST BENGAL

EMDA TERDER NOTICE
e-NIT No. D6SE{GRWW W ESKMDA of

2024-2025 (2nd Call)
e-Tender is inviled by the Superintending
Enginecr, GREWW Circle, W&S5  Sector,
EMDA, Bidhangarh, Kolkato-T00066, from
eligible reliable, resourceful, bonalied and
experienced Firms [ Companies / Individual
coitraciors, for the work, Name of Work,
Estimated Amoiant Pat o Tesder, Earnest
Mgy, Time of completion, Rejuvenstion
work of Existing WTF {203 MGD) (Civil &
Electro-Mechanical pant) including  05(five)
Years Operation & Muointenanee Work (Civil &
Electro-Mechamen]  pari) relnted w9 Lirban
Water Supply Scheme of Diamond Harbour
Municipalsty. (2md Callp., Rs4.71.95 000/
Ea0 43 900-, 1B0 days, Lasi date & time of
online Rid submission: 15072004 a 18:45
hrs., for detaily contact the above office or visit

botl websies. (MDA -4l
www, kmida, wh.gov.in
www,. whienders. gov.in

ICA-TBE3IS{3)/2024

KMDA TENDER NOTICE

2024-25

Umline percemings promiom (wo-part e-
tender I8 inviled by the Executive Engincer
(B, FAWS-IL EM Sector, KMDA,
B3 1A, Vivekomnds Roud, Kolkaia-
TOCREG, froem reliable, resouircehil,
bonafide and experienced agencies, for the
work, Mame of 'Work, Estimated amoant,
Earnest Money to be Deposited, Thme af
Completion, Freventive mainienance of
DTW based pumping stations ai differen
sites of Jagaddal Zone located at Bhatpars
H'un.ir.'ipu] urea under FAWS=11 division..
Bs 705, 195/, R, 14, 0dady - { Balanced
amouni 0 determine @ 2% of cootraci /
accepied amount is to be deposited befone
issuing of onder), 12 calendor months w.ef
tlnie of work oeder, Last date & Gime of
Online Tender submisslon @ 0207 2024
upto 1500 Hrs.. for demils conmct the
above office or visit both websiie,
oo, b o iy g iy MDD A-T6)
www. whienders.gov.in

ICA-TE825(2)/2024

Unmn rmmstEr I-uren Rijiju with Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge on Sunday

Tankha wants change
of guard in MP, C'garh

ongress Rajya Sabha member

Vivek Tankha on Sunday said that
there was a need for new leadershipin
the party in Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh. "l believe the two states
need to introspect and need a new
leadership,” he told mediain Raipur.

Tankha's statement comesata
time when speculationis rife about
organisational changes in both the
state Congress units. “Despite
setbacks, Congressincreased its
number from 54 to 99 seatsinLS," the
SC lawyer pointed out. Tun

rashira and Jharkhand, which will
g0 for assembly elections in the com-
ing months.

India to remain
engaged with
‘all stakeholders’

» Continued fromP 1

ministry said a lasting and peaceful

resolution required “sincere and
practical engagement between the two
parties to the conflict”.

“India’s participation in the summit,
aswell asinthepreceding NSA/political
director-level meetings based on Uk-
raine’s peace formula, was in line with
our consistent approach to facilitate a
lasting and peaceful resolution to the
conflict through dialogue and diploma-
cy,” said the Indian statement, alluding
to PM Narendra Modi's assurances to
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy that In-
dia would do evervthing within its
means to support a peaceful solution.

However, India and others whodid not
endorse the communigue had doubts
whether the summit would be able to
achieve its objective of “just peace” in the
absence of Russia. Govt also said India
would continue to remain engaged with
all stakeholdersaswell as both the parties
to contribute to all “earnest efforts” to
bring aboutan early and abiding peace.

I n a separate statement, the foreign

12 from Bengal, J’khand
hurt in UP accident

Varanasi: At least 12 pilgrims from
Jharkhand and Bengal were injured
when their bus rammed into a stationary
truckonthe NHin Jhansivillage in Chan-
dauli district in UP on Sundav. Thev were
headed for the Kedarnath shrine, Anil
Kumar, SP of Chandauli, said the condi-
tion of three — Sintu Pundesar of Burd-
wan, Ujjwal Goswami of Jamtara, and Ut-
tam Golmara of Dhanbad — was serious
and they were referred to Varanasi.
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EC: Indian EVMs  Ensure seamless coordmatlon,

not connected to
internet, unlike US

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Reactingto Elon
Musk's post on X about elim-
inating EVMs, a senior EC
functionary said it was un-
fortunate that EVM metho-
dology in India was being
doubted when “it has sys-
tematically evolved and is
accepted here, withthehigh-
est court having ruled in its
favour timeand again”.
“The electoral system in
the US does not provide for
a watchdog at par with the
Election Commission that
has its duties clearly laid out
in Article 324 of the Constitu-
tion,” the functionary said.
The EC functionary said
each state in the US could
choose its voting methodolo-
gy and these ranged from pa-
perballottodirectrecording
electronic systems with or
without a paper trail. “Elec-
tronic systems are used var-
iedly in the US systems, but
none partakes the technical
characteristics of Indian
EVM. EVMs in India are
standalone machines with
mandatory voter-verifiable
paper audit trail and are not
connected to the internet.
The EVM methodology is
carefully ensconced in a

E'I.I'Ms and WPATS created an
immutable audit trail for post-poll
forensics, the functionary said

rule-based operating proce-
dure, providing for robust
and continuous disclosures
toallstakeholders including
political parties and candi-
dates,” the functionary said.

The functionary said
EVMs and VVPATs created
an immutable audit trail for
post-incident forensics.
“Thus, the system finds vali-
dation not only in successful
conduct of national and state
assembly elections since
2004 and more than 20 transi-
tion/transfer of power
among political stakehold-
ers. It hasrightfully been val-
idated through several court
rulings, the most recent be-
ing the Supreme Court rul-
ing after a very unusual ‘di-
rect evidence’ being provid-
ed in open court by the EC,”
heexplained.

‘Musk’s EVM remark
a sweeping statement’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Replving to a
post on X by Elon Musk ad-
vocating elimination of
EVMs, ex-Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said
that view may be appli- |
cable in the US and
other places where reg-
ular computing plat-
forms are used to build
“internet-connected
voting machines” but
not in India.

“This is a sweeping gen-
eralisation statement that
implies no one can build se-
cure digital hardware.
Wrong. Indian EVMs are
custom designed, secure
and isolated from any net-
work or media — no connec-
tivity, no bluetooth, wifi, in-
ternet. Factory pro-
grammed controllers that
cannot be reprogrammed,”
he posted.

*architected and built cor-
rectly”, as India has done,

and even offered to run a
tutorial for Musk on the
subject.

Replyving to this, Musk
said,

“Anything can be
hacked.” Chandra-
sekhar agreed that
“anything is possi-
ble”, atleast in theo-
ry “...But that’s a
different type of
conversation from

EVMs being secure and re-

liable,” he said.

SC on April 26 upheld
EVM system of polling and
refused a plea to revive pa-
per ballots, sayving “blind
distrust” of an institution
“bred unwarranted scepti-
cism & 1mpeded progress”.

BJP's IT department
head Amit Malviva said
Musk orwhoeverelsethinks
they can hack EVMs should
approach the EC and take a

says Shah to security agencies

b Continued fromP 1

oth meetings were atten-
Bded by NSA Ajit Doval,
. J&K LG Manoj Sinha
and officialsfrom MHA, J&K,
Army, paramilitary forces &
intel agencies.

Pointing to Modigovt'sre-
solve to uproot terrorism in
all its forms through “innova-
tive means and seamless co-
ordination among various se-
curity agencies”, Amit Shah

: said the fight
against terro-
rism in J&K
was in a deci-
sive phase. He
emphasised
- on seamless
coordination among security
agencies, identifying vulne-
rable areas and addressing
the security concerns of such
areas. Reiterating govt's zero-
tolerance policy against ter-
rorism and commitment to
crack down on terrorists

Amid search for terrorists, J&K police
warn against rumours, fear-mongering

ecurity forces have been conducting search operations across

J&K's Jammu division following reports of suspicious
movements of armed men. Some of these operations have
resulted inwild goose chases, prompting police to reiterate their
advice for public to stay vigilant but not to succumb to rumours
and fear-mongering, reports Sanjay Khajuria.

Panic has gripped locals following four terrorist attacks on
June9,11,and 12 inthe three frontier districts of Reasi, Kathua,
and Doda. These attacks resulted in the deaths of seven pilgrims,
their bus driver and conductor, and a CRPF constable.Ina
counteroffensive, twoterrorists were killed.

Police also assured the public that areas around Vaishno Devi
temple in Katra are safe. Searches by police, Army, and
paramilitary teams confirmed no threats, an official said.

through “innovative means”,
he directed all security agen-
cies to work in a mission mo-
de and ensure quick response
in a coordinated manner.
Sources told TOI1 that the
revised counter-terror strate-
gies for Jammu region shall
include returningto the force
deplovment pattern of the

1990s, with more personnel
cuarding the mountain tops,
resuming and intensifving
counter-operations  sector-
wise and strengthening villa-
e defence committees in all
districts in Jammu by refi-
ning their training and equ-
ipping them better to bust fu-
ture terror strikes.

“Thedeplovment levelsof
J&K police, central paramili-
tary forces as well as Army
troops will be considerably
enhanced in the Pir Panjal re-
gion,” asenior officer said.

With higher force deploy-
ment expected to boost the in-
telligence flow and reduce re-
sponse time to alerts on the
presence or movement of ter-
rorists in Jammu region
which unlike the flat-floor
Valley has a difficult terrain
with limited road and com-
munication connectivity
counter-operations will be in-
tensified in the days to come.
Any local support to terro-
rists in Jammu division, like
Kashmir, will invite serious
consequences.

Good flow of intelligence
followed by quick response by
counter-terror forces helped
to curb terrorist activities in
the Valley, an officer said and
added that the strategy will
now be replicated in Jammau.

Villagers in Maoist dens fight
fears, vow to keep guerrillas out

Nalla Muthu, TOI
‘Tiger Anthem’
creator, gets
award at MIFF

Nagpuar: Subbaiah Nalla
Muthu, renowned for wildlife
conservation campaign film,
Tiger Anthem, made in associ-
ationwith The Timesof India,
was presented V Shantaram
Lifetime Achievement Award
at Mumbai International Film
Festival on Saturday, reports
Vijay Pinjarkar.

Tiger Anthem, part of
TOI's initiative to commemo-
rate 50 vears of Project Tiger,
garnered over 100 million
views worldwide and received
praise from PM Narendra Mo-
di. It was also featured at G20
summit. “Its success has
shown that non-fiction and
awareness-driven subjectscan
be effectively presented in an
engaging and entertaining
musical format This approach
has the potential to reach both
orassroots and global audienc-
es,” Muthu told TOL

Muthu's unparalleled body
of work on Indian tigers estab-
lishes him as one of the fore-
most natural history filmmak-
ers worldwide, dedicating 16
yvears to telling soulful stories
about India’s big cats. Minis-
try of I&B acknowledged
Muthu'sexceptional contribu-
tions to non-feature and wild-
life documentary filmmaking

Soumitra.Bose
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Seven tribal ham-
lets along the Maharashtra-
Chhattisgarh border volun-
teered to shut out armed Ma-
oists for good, going from la-
ving booby traps for govt for-
ces at the guerrillas’ behest
barely two months ago to
braving the fear of a back-
lash to extricate themselves
from a stranglehold of four
decades of indoctrination.

Paraynar, Nelgunda, Ku-
cher, Kawande, Gongewada,
Midadapalli and Mahakapa-
di in Bhamragarh taluka sit
at the foothills of Abujmarh
on the Maharashtra-Chhat-
tisgarh border, housing the
headguarters of the proscri-
bed People's Liberation Gu-
errilla Army (PLGA).

Theirs is a leap of faith
powered by the promise of
the development they have
missed out on through the
decades when Maoists held
sway. The guerrillas still stri-
ke fear in the hearts of the
villagers, but theirwritis be-
ing slowly erased.

This Lok Sabha election
was the first in memory that
the run-up to voting day and
bevond in south Gadchiroli's
“liberated zone” went off

%ll“‘i .'.-:L i I'i [ | ._':r.-f

Seven affected hamlets adopted ‘Gaonbandi’ scheme to ban Maoists

feringany damage.

On June 14, villagers of
Midadapalli who admittedly
helped the Maoists set up
“spike-hole” traps in the fo-
rests to kill or maim com-
mandos and central forces
deployed for poll duty were
among those who embraced
govi's Gaonbandi scheme
during a “krishi melava”, or
farmer congregation, at the
Dhodraj police outpost.

Inreturnfortakingavow
not to collude with the Mao-
ists, the villagers were pro-
mised benefits of all welfare
schemes that form the bul-
wark of the scheme. “The
same tribals who were wor-
king with the Maoists two
months ago came forward to
pinpoint ambush locations
and help sanitise the area by
uprooting [EDs, " a senior po-
lice officer said.

Gadchiroli SP Neelotpal

yond the Dhodraj police out-
post of Bhamragarh had al-
ways been hostile towards
security forces, but were
slowly waking up to the pro-
mise of infrastructural and
economic development.

Dadalora Khidki was
launched a few years ago un-
der the supervision of ex-SP
Ankit Goval, who is now DIG
of the Naxal range. The idea
was to take govt benefits to
the tribals’ doorstep.

The recent surrender of
PLGA platoon commander
Mukesh Kannake of the
Bhamragarh area commit-
tee, who had considerable in-
fluence over the tribals, play-
ed a role in the mindset
changing from blind faith in
Maoists to pro-development.

The remote villages also
used to house Maoilst camps
and functionasacruciallink
in the logistics chain of the

Won'’t see CM till

I meet victims of
poll violence: Guv

TimEs NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: A day after Calcutta
High Court allowed victims of
poll-related violence and state
leader of opposition Suvendu
Adhikari to meet the gover-
nor, C V Ananda Bose kept Raj
Bhavan out of bounds for CM
Mamata Banerjee till he met
everyvone affected who wished
to speak to him.

On Sunday, the governor,
who had earlier expressed his
dismay at vietims of violence
being turned away, also said
the cops responsible would be
transferred. “All victims of
violence will be allowed to
meet me at Raj Bhavan, The
CM will not be allowed to me-
et me till then. The police offi-
cers working at Raj Bhavan
will be transferred. Evervone
should understand binash
kale biparit buddhi (one's
mind works perversely at the
time of doom),” he said.

The statement comes over
a month after Banerjee on
May 11 said at a public mee-
ting that she would “not go to
Raj Bhavan again” following
a former staffer’s allegation
that Bose had molested her.

Former TMC RajyaSabha
MP Kunal Ghosh said: “The
CM does not want to meet
him. He has been wearing
BJP's badge while dischar-
ging his duties. He should be
concerned about the cases re-
gistered against him."

Adhikari went to Raj Bha-
van in the evening. He clai-
med to have received 1,025
complaints from people who
had fled their homes. He told
Bose central forces should he
kept posted in the state till
Durga Puja. “Thousands of
people are homeless in the fa-
ceof violence, We havearran-
ged shelter for them,™ he said.

Bengal BJP president and

Adhikari with poll violence
victims at Raj Bhavan on Sunday

BJP worker thrashed,
TMC man threatened

BJP functionary was

allegedly thrashed in
Rajarhat on Sunday. Deonath
Singh said Trinamool
Congress workers assaulted
him and his family for hoisting
BJP flags outside his home.
TMC denied the allegations.
No arrests have been made. In
Entally, a TMC functionary
alleged miscreants onbikes
threw bottlesand bricks at his
home and brandished guns
while telling him to come
outside. Mukesh Shaw called
the cops but the men fled. tnn

junior Union minister Su-
kanta Majumdar met party
workers at the Baruipur offi-
ce. “The way people are being
threatened at gunpoint
shows that the law and order
situation in the state is in bad
shape,” he said. Former state
BJP president Dilip Ghosh
went to Amtala to visit vie-
timsof violence,

A four-member team for-
med by BJP national presi-
dent J P Nadda arrived in Kol-
kata in the evening and went
to Maheswari Bhavan. The te-
am is scheduled to visit Dia-
mond Harbour, Jaynagar and
Sandeshkhali on Monday and
Cooch Behar on Tuesday,

Nirmala will meet
state FMs to seek
inputs on Budget

pContinued from P 1

etailed consultations
]:) are vet to begin given
_/ that ministers took
charge last week and PM Na-

rendra Modi was travelling,
sources familiar with the de-

tv chemicals where Europe-
an companies are retrea-
ting, there have been issues
around the size of invest-
ment that should be promo-
ted by govt as large global
champions are sought to be
created in India.

The details of the MSME
package are yet to be firmed
up but the idea is to
empower small busi-
nesses, which were a
focus of the post-Co-
vid scheme too, so0
that there is enough
impetus to create
emplovment in the largest
sector after agriculture.

Jobs, both in terms of
quantity and quality, have
been a key concern during
the polls and many see BJP
falling short of the majority
mark asafallout of the wide-
spread discontent on this co-
unt. There have been multi-
ple suggestions to increase
income levels for women,
and increase thelr participa-
tion in the workforce, inclu-
ding through some tax ar-
rangements. Officials said
the proposals will be discus-
sed in detail as women are a
key target group for NDA.

4 flatmates among 15 dead

The l:lrwer IS behwed to have dozed off at
the wheel, plunging the vehicle down a
gorge in Rudraprayag on Saturday

cleat Noida on Friday night, asperin-
formation available with police. The
tempo traveller travelled through the
night and the driver is believed to ha-
ve dozed off at the wheel, plunging
the vehicle down a gorge.

Residents at the apartment comp-
lex in Noida where the friends stay-
ed, expressed shock at the incident.
“All the girls were well-mannered
and polite. It has come as ashock that
such a thing has happened to them,”
sald a resident.

Meanwhile, the tragedy’s toll ro-
se to 15 Sunday as a Delhi resident
succumbed to his injuries at AIIMS-
Rishikesh. “Abhishek Meena, 18, son
of an information service officer, di-
ed on Saturday night, There are cur-
rently six passengers admitted at Al-
IMS. The condition of one woman is
critical while the remaining five are
stable,” AIIMS-Rishikesh PRO, San-
deep Kumar, told TOL.

He said EVMs could be shotatit. with this esteemed award. without security forees suf- said thetribal population be- uerrillas, police said. liberations told TOI.
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The pre-Budget consulta-
r tions are tobegin this
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Central govt PENSs a new system to check
student dropouts, streamline migration

PEN wrill serve as a common thread across diverse learning stages, from pre-primary to postgraduate education

Shuddhanta.Patra
@timesgroup.com

o modernise the education sy-
I stem, the Ministry of Education
has initiated the implementa-
tion 11-digitunicqueidentification num-
her for students, known as the Perma-
nent Education Number (PEN), star-
ting from the current academic year.
The PEN project, announced in 2023,
will be assigned to every student pro-
vided through the UDISE+ (Unified
District Information System for Educa-
tion Plus) portal that covers over 14 89
lakh schools, 95 lakh teachers, and 256
crore children nationwide,

In an interview with the Educa-
tion Times, LAS Sanjay Kumar, secre-
tary, Ministry of Education, Depart-
ment of School Education and Litera-
cy, 5ays, "The idea PEN was concep-
tualised to identify every student
through the UDISE+ portal, as outli-
ned in the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. From regular administra-
tive processestomajorissues concer-
ning students like transferring scho-
ols, the PEN will be anecessary docu-
ment. The implementation of PEN
would streamline and simplify the
process of the student’s transition
from one school to the other across
the country, a process often compli-
cated, particularly atthe pre-primarvy,
primary, and upper-primary levels.”

“Earlier, when parents changed
their child’'s school, especially in clas-
ses such as I, V. or VII, their transition
to the new schoaol was not smooth, as
the school administration insisted on
procuringdocuments such astransfer
certificate, caste, birth certificates,
and class records, among others,
which caused immense troubletothe
parents. Several students have also
dropped out of school or taken a gap
year owing to the cumbersome pro-
cess of migrating their data in the ab-
sence of a nationwide portal to ease
the procedure,” he adds.

Eesides effictency, PEN would
bring aboutunparalleled transparency
in the education system. “"PEN is a
tracking mechanism for students
across all government and private
schools across the country. It will help

Permanent Education Number will function as a filter
against duplication of data such as mark sheets and
also verify or authenticate the certificates of students

monitor the student's progress throug-
hout their academic journey and also
help implement government schemes
based on their academic performance,
which was not possible earlier. This
not only streamlines administrative
processes but also ensures that stu-
dents' records remain consistently up-
dated and accessible, " says Kumar.

However, registering for the PEN
is voluntary for schools and is to be
undertaken only with parents' con-
gsent. "The PEN will not just be confi-
ned to school databases but also will
be linked with other platforms inclu-
ding DigiLocker. It will serve as a
common thread across diverse lear-
ning stages, from pre-primary to
postgraduate education,” says Ku-
mar, who confirms most states have
decided to implement the PEN system
in their educational institutes.

The PEN, which 1s different from
the Automated Permanent Academic
Account Registry (APAAR), will func-
tion as afilter against duplication of da-
ta such as mark sheets and also verify
or authenticate the certificates. It can
also be used for scholarships, exami-
nations and employment. Me- |
anwhile, the Education —
Department in Andhra
Pradesh has made PEN
mandatory from the
academic year 2024-25.

Srinivas Singh, sta-
te IT Coordinator, Com-
missioner of School
Education, Govern-
ment of Andhra Pra-
desh, says, “As many
as 86 lakh PEN have
been generated till
now in Andhra Pra-
desh, and 40,000 are
under process for the
2023-24 academic y
ar. The registration fo!
PEN generation for
academic year Z0Z
25 began this week
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ter the schools reopened post-summer
vacation. Just as the Aadhaar card is
mandatory to avail government sche-
mes, the PEN in the absence of the
Aadhaar Card, tracks the students’
progress and academic movement
and also executes the centre-state
educational schemes."

“Under the new system, the dis-
trict education officers (DEOs) have
been directed to chart the students
who are looking to migrate and their
data would automatically be transfer-
red tothe new school from the state he-
adquarters. Apart from this, in remote
areas, where high schools are absent,
a report will be prepared on schools
and students and sent to the district
education officers through the PEN
portal for the smooth transition of stu-
dents,” adds sSingh.

The West Bengal School Education
Department has decided to make the
use of PEN compulsory this academic
year. According to state ﬂﬂicials lin-

c

king PEN with the Bangiar Shiksha
portal, a system of unique IDs for stu-
dents in vocational undergraduate,
Anganwadi, and engineering courses,
vwill enable schools and teachersinthe
state to seamlessly access student in-
formation. “Identifying students who
relocated outside West Bengal thro-
ugh the Banglar Shiksha portal was
challenging. With the implementation
of PEN, the issue is likely to be resol-
ved, allowing easy identification and
record access nationwide,” an official
stated on the condition of anonymity.

Telangana from academic year
2023-24  has made student PEN com-
pulsory to identify the dropouts and
bring them back into schools. The
state education secretary, Vakati ka-
runa, has directed the school educa-
tion department to print PEN on Se-
condary School Certificate (S5C) hall
tickets this year.

1AS Ashish Modi, director of Se-
condary Education Department, Bi-
kaner, Rajasthan, says, "The state
education department has already
started the process of generating the
PEN [Ds, Several IDs have already be-
en initiated while the unigque num-
bers for about 16,000 candidates are

ot
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SC does not want any major change in
counselling schedule of NEET UG 2024

Ayushi.Guptal
@timesgroup.com

he National Testing
I Agency (NTA) re-
cently informed the
supreme Court (SC) that af-
ter the recommendations
of the high-powered rec-
ommendation committee,
NTA has decided to cancel
the grace marks from the
scorecards of 1,563 candi-
dates, The NTA has provid-
ed students with two op-
tions- first, to accept the re-
vised scores without the
grace marks and second, to
appear for a re-exam on
June 23, 2024, Meanwhile,
the apex court has not puta
halt on the counselling
process, candidatescanac-
tively take part in the coun-
selling process.
NTA's decision comes
while the vacation bench of

Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta heard the
petition filed by a NEET

educator Alakh Pandey.
Talking to  Education
Times, Advocate Rohit

Jain, counsel on record for
Pandey, says, “TheSC does
not want any major change
inthe counselling schedule.
It will take necessary action
if any discrepancies are
found, so, students should
not panic and continue with
the counselling process.”
An aspirant from Guru-
gram, whoscored 710 out of
720 marks, highlighted the
anguish that he and stu-
dents like him, who have
scored well have suffered
in the past few days.
“Many of the students are
not mentally as well as fi-
nancially prepared for the
re-exam. Their families
have putin100% of their re-

sources which assured
them a good score, so why
will they take the exam
once again? The past few
days have been very dis-
tressing for students who
have scored above 690 or
700 marks."

NTA's second option;
acceptance of the scores
without the grace marks,
remainsopenforthosewho
are not willing to appear for
the exam again. “Students
haveworked hard and have
written the exam honestly,
they might not be keen on
writing the exam again, for
them the option is open to
accept the and can further
attend the counselling
rounds, " says Jain.

Meanwhile, the SC will
hear the case including all
the claimed irregularities
onJuly 8, once the court re-
sumes after hreak.
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Doctors, students and activists team up
to lead fight against NEET irregularities

Himanshi Dhawan & Shruti Sonal | TNN

¥ Y hree days before the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG)on May 5, some stu-
dents received pop-up alerts on
Telegram: “Leak paper available, price
Rs 5000, message to buy @HQPaper.”

The Supreme Court has now issued
notices to the Centre and NTA on these
alleged leaks after PILs piled up. But
RTI activist Vivek Pandey says he had
posted about these ‘leak paper” offers
on social media platforms even before
the test, “But it fell on deaf ears,” he
says. On May 5, the day of the exam,
Pandey felt a sense of déja vu.

But rather than just being happy
with his I-told-vou-so moment, Pandey
has been spending most of his time filing
complaints with the Union health min-
istry on the problems with NEET-UG,
seeking updates from Bihar

DHRUV CHAUHAN
DOC-ACTIVIST

Students approached me
saying they feel helpless. Their
families spend years planning and
preparing for a medical career.

Their faith has been shaken

police about investigations into a leak
from the state while also petitioning for
action against the NTA in the SC. He had
earlier filed an RTI seeking clarifications
on the grace marks awarded by NTA
which later withdrew them.

Discrepancies in exams are personal
for him. He attempted to pass the pre-med-
ical test (PMT) in Madhya Pradesh for
nearly four years but alwayvs ended up in
failure. It was only when the Vyapam
scam—where students cheated on a large
scale to pass the state medical exam in
connivance with senior officials, teachers
and many middlemen— hit headlines
that he realised that he was trying to win
afixed match. Pandey eventually cracked
NEET but decided to work towards
greater transparency in the med-
ical education system, filing
around 1,000 RTIs since 2016.
Though no one paid heed to
his warnings in May; they are
payving attention now.

“When the ‘leak’ stories
came out, we had a small group
of 50 students who were dis-
turbed by the reports. Now
our support group has
expanded to 4,500,
Pandey savs, add-
ing that there are
lakhs who are now

No culprit will be
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QUESTION MARK OVER FUTURE: Besides hitting the streets to protest, stressed
students are seeking advice and aid for filing complaints and petitions

up in arms against the NTA.
Like Pandey, Kota-based educator and
students rights’ advocate Dr Amit Gupta
regularly posts videos sharing the plight
of aspirants, amassing nearly 30,000 fol-
lowers on X (formerly Twitter). Gupta,
who completed his MBEBS but decided to
become a teacher instead, began his ‘ac-
tivism' in 2015 after the AIPMT paper
leak. “I gathered about 2,000 students, and
we decided that enough was enough.
Every time the cheaters just get away,”
Gupta says. The group held rallies and
dharnas, demanding a re-exam. However;
they soon realised that taking the judicial
route would bear more fruit. Eventually,
the SC ruled in their favour
Since then, 46-yvear-old Gupta has been
fighting for other reforms too, This yvear,
after the NEET results row, Gupta began
helping students out to file petitions.
Years of experience in fighting legal bat-
tles have come in handy as his lawvers
help students draft petitions and crowd-
source legal fees. *If students take a sin-
gle exam on one date with a single gues-
tion paper in offline mode, there are
hound to be leaks. Why can’t we adopt the
JEE model where multiple question pa-
pers are prepared and exams are held on
different dates online?” he asks.
Union education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has denied that
there have been any leaks calling
the allegations motivated. But
the turmeoil among students and
parents has been hard to contain.
Students Islamic Organisation
of India too has been vocal 1n its
protests on the exam. The group
has about 10 lakh students
in their network who

HELPING HAND: Amit
Gupta gives legal
aid to students

look to them for career guidance or funds
as many belong to economically deprived
backgrounds. SIO national secretary Ab-
dullah Faiz says they received 300 com-
plaints from students related to NEET
discrepancies. “Then we saw reports
about grace marks being given without a
proper explanation, paper leaks in Bihar
and Gujaratand six toppers from just one
centre in Harvana., We decided to file a
petition as we no longer trust the agency
conducting the exam.” SI0 also conduct-
ed a survey among its students and found
64% had encountered problems like de-
laved start or early finish of the exam
while 48% found discrepancies or errors
in their scorecard. The most troubling
thing, Faiz savs, is that controversies sur-
rounding the exam had impacted the
mental health of over 70% of students.

Desperate students have hit social
media, organised street protests and
petitioned influencers and politicians.
The recent controversies also prompted
Dr Dhruv Chauhan, national council
coordinator with the Indian Medical
Association Junior Doctors Network,
to request a re-examination. “Students
have approached me saying they feel
helpless. They and their families spend
yvears planning and preparing for a med-
ical career. Their faith has been shak-
en,” Chauhan says.

Among the other petitioners are
coaching institutes such as PhysicsWal-
lah’s Alakh Pandey and students like
19-year-old Andhra student Jaripiti
Kartheek who took the exam for the
third time. Even with the result of 506,
he finds himself at a rank of 200520
which makes state medical colleges out
of reach. *So many of the students who
sat for the exam are struggling. NTA
should change its approach—divide the
courses and branches, and conduct dif-
ferent exams for each,” he says.

Stalin:

NEET needs

‘My loneliness is killing me’:
Youths, too, hit by malaise

CONNECT WITH PEOPLE TO FEEL GOOD

AnujaJaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: While loneliness
among the elderly is com-
mon, a recent study has reve-
aled that even a large number
of young people experience it
and suffer its drastic impact,
which can be fatal and is com-
parable with the harmful ef-
fects of smoking.

The study, published re-
cently in journal ‘Psychologi-
cal Science’ states that loneli-
ness reaches its peaks in vo-
ung and older adulthood,
while decreasing in middle
age. Incidentally, the World
Health Organization has de-
clared loneliness a global
public health concern.

“Lacking connection can
increase the risk for prematu-
re death to levels comparable
to smoking daily,"” said the of-
fice of the US Surgeon Gene-
ral, while calling for action to
address America’sloneliness
epidemic. These findings un-
derscore the need for targeted
interventions to reduce soci-
al disparities throughout
adulthood to reduce levels of
loneliness. According to doc-
tors in Delhi, loneliness isn’t
merely a fleeting emotional
state but a chronic condition
with far-reaching consequen-
ces for cognitive health, sleep
pattern and mortality rates.
WHO recently discussed the
fact that loneliness has rea-
ched epidemic proportions.

“It affects our resistance,
our mental and physical he-
alth and increases our ten-
dencies towards psychoso-
matic illnesses because of the
stress it gives us,” disclosed
Dr Samir Parikh, chairman,
Fortis National Mental He-
alth Programme, Fortis He-
althcare. Dr Gaurav Jain, se-
nior consultant, internal me-
dicine, Dharamshila Naraya-
na Hospital. added, “The
stress of loneliness can mani-

Steps to tackle loneliness
1. Reduce social media use,

and human connections

2. Invest time and energy in
relationships to make them
meaningful

foster a sense of belonging

going together to market
or joining a course/
learning with other people

from young age, take up
new hobbies after
retirement when
you have more
time at hand

b. Practise
mindfulness as it
has been shown
to reduce the
sense of loneliness

7. Exercising, walking

prioritise real-life relationships

3, Join community programmes to

4. Plan activities like playing, £,

5 Nurture and inculcate hobbies

IMPACT
ON HEALTH
Increased risk of anxiety
| Stress | Depression |
Substance abuse | Increased
blood pressure | High
cholesterol | Heart disease
| Obesity | Brain stroke |
Dementia | Suicidal
thoughts

or running in open air can help;
laughter yoga can help combat

loneliness

8. Listening to or playing
music or attending dance
classes can be useful

9. Reading books or listening
to audio books is helpful

10. Engaging in spiritual
practices can be
beneficial

11, Connecting with
nature is also
helpful

Factors responsible
for loneliness

> Low

income or _{{f$
F!.'I%[T?E!F!?_’.!?E_’_'.F._._}&_
» Peaple living

alone due to various
reasons

> Chronic -
diseases and (E}\
d__isatfiiit_ies

» Societal pressure
on certain groups
such as LGBTQ

fest in cardiovascular issues
like hypertension and heart
disease, as well as compromi-
se immune function, leaving
individuals more susceptible
to infections and illnesses.”
In the short term, loneli-
ness can lead to feelings of
sadness, anxiety and stress.
Inthelongterm, itcan contri-
bute to chronic health condi-
tions, decreased quality of 1i-
fe, and premature death.
Loneliness can be caused
by a variety of circumstan-
ces. Dr Achal Bhagat, senior
consultant psychiatrist and
psychotherapist, Apollo Ho-
spitals, said, “Transitional
phases for vounger adults,
such as moving away for col-
legeorenteringemployment,
can lead to social isolation
and a lack of meaningful con-

nections. Furthermore, the
growing reliance on techno-
logy and social media may le-
adtoasenseof isolation from
in-person relationships. Me-
anwhile, older adults frequ-
ently feel loneliness due to
restricted mobility, health is-
sues, decline in cognitive abi-
lities, financial constraints
and the death of a spouse or
loved one.” However, middle
adulthood is often less lonely
because individuals at this
stage tend to have social net-
works through work, family
and community involve-
ment. They may also have a
creater sense of purpose and
stability in their lives, said
Archana Sharma, consultant
clinical psychologist, Sri Ba-
laji Action Medical Institute.

Loneliness and social iso-

lation, if left unaddressed,
can have detrimental effects
on both mental and physical
health, said Dr Madhusudan
Singh Solanki, head, mental
health and behavioural sci-
ences, at Max Saket.

He cautioned that social
media should never be used
as an alternative to the real
world and meaningful con-
nections because this can ac-
tually increase loneliness
and a sense of isolation. “The
growing reliance on social
media connections rather
than personal is unfortunate,
but the trend will continue,”
said Dr Vipul Rastogi, senior
consultant neuropsychiat-
rist, Medanta. “People need
to see their life as the sum of
all parts, and not a biased vi-
ew of work and work alone.”

FM to meet economists for pre-Budget talks

New Delhi: As part of her
pre-Budget consultations
with stakeholders, finance
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man will meet farmers’ asso-
ciations and agriculture econ-
omists on Fridayv and seek
their suggestions on the poli-
cv landscape for the politically
and economically crucial sec-
tor, reports Vishwa Mohan.

The full Budget is expect-
ed after mid-July and may ex-
pand on the ideas presented
in the Feb 1 interim budget,
where the FM stuck to the ba-
sic requirements ahead of
Lok Sabha elections.

“Ideas and suggestions of
stakeholders are thoroughly
discussed before Budget
preparation. It's a standard

procedure and is followed for
finalising the Budget for all
ministries/sectors,” said an
official, This time given com-
plaints of farm and rural dis-
tress, the agriculture sector
will be a crucial component
of the budget.

In her interim budget,
sitharaman had announced
that govt would formulate a

strategy to make the country
self-reliant in edible oils by
boosting domestic output of
oilseeds, come out with a
comprehensive programme
to supportdairy farmers, and
set up five integrated agua
parks and launch a new cli-
mate resilient scheme for the
blueeconomy 2.0 for fisheries
development.

spared: Pradhan

b Continued fromP1

“ducation minister
l—{ Dharmendra Prad-

_s+han on Sunday said no
one, including officials of
National Testing Agency
would be spared if irregula-
rities in NEET were found.
The assurance came amid
attacks from the opposition
over NEET-UG, where 23
lakh candidates appeared on
May 5. The results were de-
clared on June 4, and NTA
has come under severe criti-
cism, amid allegations of ir-
regularities, inflated marks
and paper leak in the medi-
cal entrance exam.

Stating that information
on alleged 1rregularities ha-
ve emerged from some speci-
fic places, Pradhan said,
“(rovtis working towards its
resolution and reform. Kee-
ping the cognisance of the
(Supreme) court, specificac-
tion has been initiated. Eve-
rything is being done under
supervision of the court.”

The minister added that
the govt was committed to
100% transparency for an

~ India, US in ‘advanced talks’ for

important
exam like
NEET. “The
Supreme Co-
urt itself is
keeping an
eye on the
matter. We will not let anyt-
hing wrong happen.”

Earlier on Friday, Prad-
han had indicated that
scrapping the entire entran-
ce examination was unlik-
ely as the sanctity of the pro-
cess could not be judged by
alleged irregularities in a
handful of centres, Some
states with a large presence
of a powerful lobby of educa-
tion institutes have been op-
posing NEET and officials
argued that coaching cent-
res were fanning the contro-
versy as the syllabus was
aligned with Class 12, hel-
ping more students secure
high marks.

Officials said of the 4,750
centres, Concerns were ex-
pressed in the case of eight
centres as less time was gi-
ven insome of these centres,
resulting in NTA giving gra-
cemarks.

systemic change

Times NEws NETWoORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadu CM
MEK Stalin hasreiterated his
party DMK's demand to stop
NEET, highlighting com-
plaints about alleged irregu-
larities in the medical en-
trance test this vear.

In a post on X on Sunday,
Stalin cited Gujarat Police
FIRs pertaining to invigila-
tors allegedly tampering
with exam OMR sheets in ex-
change for money amid
claims about cheques, some
of several crores and others
blank. “This conspiracy;
implicating a school princi-
pal, a physics teacher, and
several NEET coaching cen-
tres, underscores the urgent
need for systemic change,”
Stalin posted.

Banning NEET has been
one of the key demands of
DMK and a poll promise. Sta-
lin had shared on social
media the report of a panel,
Justice A K Rajan commit-
tee, constituted by his govtto
expose the purported flaws
of NEET. According to Sta-
lin, the ongoing controver-

sies around
NEET high-
light its “fun-
damentally
inequitable
nature”.

“In a so-
ciety where education has
been denied for thousands of
vears, we should offer more
opportunities for advance-
ment of the oppressed. On
the contrary, NEET hinders
the opportunities of such
students,” the CM wrote. Sta-
lin argued that the recent
events paint a different pic-
ture despite Union educa-
tion minister Dharmendra
Pradhan's defence of NEET-
organiser NTA.

“NEET, an examination
masquerading as a measure
of merit, has revealed itself
as a pervasive scam. The
Union govt must stop defend-
ing thisanti-student, anti-so-
cial justice..NEET system,”
Stalin wrote. Stalin's sister
and DMEK MFP Kanimozhi Ka-
runanidhi echoed the NEET
ban demand and called for a
nationwide probe intorecent
irregularities.

co-production of combat vehicles

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India and the US
are now in an *advanced
stage of talks” for the pro-
posed joint manufacture of
the latest generation of
Stryker armoured infantry
combat wvehicles (ICVs) as
part of their defence-indus-
trial cooperation roadmap.

With the US also recently
offering to demonstrate the
mobility and firepower of the
eight-wheeled Stryker in high-
altitude areas in India, the de-
fence ministry is examining a
three-phase plan for the pro-
posed project, sources told
TOI. Under the plan, there
will be a limited off-the-shelf
purchase of the Strykers un-
der the foreign military sales
(FMS) programme of the US,
which will be followed by
joint production in India, and
finally there will be
co-development of itsfuturis-
tic versions, sources said.

If the project is finarised he Strykers will have to be cusnmised and )
technologically configured for Indian terrain, including operations in
high-altitude areas like eastern Ladakh and Sikkim, a source said

All this, however, 1s con-
fingent on the Stryker meet-
ing the operational require-
ments of the Army’s mecha-
nised infantry battalions as
well as a high level of indige-
nisation and transfer of criti-
cal technologies to the Indian
co-production partner, which
could be a defence PSU or a
private firm. “If the Strvker
project is finalised, the exist-
ing Indian capabilities in [CVs

will be taken into account.
Strykers will have to be cus-
tomised and technologically
configured for Indian terrain,
including operations in high-
altitude areas like eastern La-
dakh and Sikkim.” a source
said. With the Army having a
huge requirement of futuris-
tic wheeled and tracked ICVs
to progressively replace its ex-
isting fleet of over 2,000 Rus-
sian-origin BMP-II vehicles in

the years ahead, MoD is also
pursuing indigenous projects.
“ Army also needs ICVs capa-
ble of amphibious operations
in large numbers as well.
Strykers are not amphibious,”
another source said.

The US is hard-selling the
Strykers. Ahead of US nation-
al security advisor Jake Sulli-
van'’s visit to India, secretary
of defence Llovd J Austin cited
the “co-production of ar-
moured vehicles with India™
as vet another indicator of the
upward trajectory in the bilat-
eral defence partnership dur-
ing the Shangri La dialogue in
Singapore two weeks ago.

The US, incidentally, has
bageged lucrative Indian de-
fence deals worth around $22
billion since 2007. While the
Stryker project is still in the
discussion stage, Indiaand the
US are conducting final tech-
no-commercial negotiations
for inking two mega deals
within thisfinancial year

People liked boys more, so I'd beat them
up, says UP girl who made MMA history

Puja Tomar took to martial arts for money and respect. As Budhana village
greeted the winner with garlands and dhols, it was also a kick for patriarchy

Himanshi.Dhawan@timesgroup.com

uja Tomar first started fighting

out of anger, then for money and

finally for respect. The third

daughter in a Jat family living
in Uttar Pradesh’s Budhana village in
Muzattarnagar, Tomar knew her life was
defined by what she was not. She wasnot
a bov and she was not really desired. not
by her family, or her relatives and, defi-
nitely, not by her community;

Un June 9, Tomar did something that
made everyone change their minds. She
made history, not only as the first-ever
Indian female fighter to sign up with Ul-
timate Fighting Championship (UFC),
but also as the first Indian to win a bout.
Dedicating her win to her mother and
country, Tomar said, “This is not just my
win. This win is for all Indian fans and
all Indian fighters who people didn't
think could stand here.”

FIGHTING SPIRIT

To be fair, her father, a tractor dealer,
quickly reconciled to the hand fate had
dealt him and loved all three daughters
in his own special way, He wanted them
to be tough and athletic and ready to face
the harsh world. “Main bachpan main
sochti thi, sab duniva so rahi haiaur hum
daud rahe hain (I used to wonder why we
are running when the whole village is
asleep),” she recalls now:. Tomar’s father
died in an accident when she was six and
suddenly everything changed. “From
being pampered with new clothes to
struggling for two meals a day, it was a
big shock for our family But my mother
is a very strong person and made sure all
of us got an education.”

Her older sisters showed academic
prowess—one is now a doctor and the
other a nurse — but Tomar couldn’t quite
see herself hitting the books. She would
much rather hit boys instead. “I knew
that everyone liked boys more than girls.
So, 1 thought if 1 beat them up, people will
like me,” says Tomar, who watched Jack-

KNOCKOUT STAR;: Life was hard for the
Tomar sisters after their father died,
but Puja fought her way out of poverty

ie Chan films to pick up some tricks. It
helped relieve some of the frustration she
felt at the time as relatives bore down on
her mother to stop her from going out and
hanging around boys. Days would be
spent on the small piece of land where
the family grew sugarcane, their only
source of sustenance.

In school, Tomar tried karate, even
winning a couple of competitions and
honing a deadly sidekick. “I was a street
fighter. Lots of strength from hours spent
on the farm but no technique,” she adds.
Tomar stumbled on martial arts Wushu
when she was about 17 and quickly
learned to excel in it despite very little
guidance or help, picking up five nation-
al championship titles. Her mother’s
manira was always on her mind: ‘Darna
nahi hai, maarna hai’ (Don't be scared,
fight hard) “I was winning but not earn-
ing, and though everyone at home sup-
ported me, I knew that there was a fund
crunch,” she says. Medical college fees
for her sister had meant an additional
burden. In 2017, Tomar was offered Rs
50,000 for a mixed
martial arts (MDNMA)
fight., “All 1 asked
was ‘where?’ 1 was
willing to fight any-
one to earn a few
bucks,” she recalls.

As she grappled,

SIGNATURE MOVE:
Delivering a
lethal sidekick
during the bout
against Brazilian
Rayanne dos
santos

Photos: InstagramAdtormar_pui

kicked and boxed her way, she was spotted
by the Matrix Fight Night (MFN) compa-
ny promoted by Bollywood star Tiger
Shroff, his mother Ayesha and sister Kr-
ishna. In 2022, Ayesha Shroff offered to
pay for her training at the Soma Fight
Club in Bali, Indonesia. Things finally
seem to be looking up. “They said I had
potential, but I needed to train properly,”
Tomar says. So, at 28, Tomar finally found
a dedicated coach who corrected her tech-
nique, gave her a game plan against her
opponents, and monitored her exercise
and diet. “Pitte, pitte...peetna seekha.”
(After being beaten up several times, |
learnt how to outwit others.)

WINNING BOUT

In . June 2023, Tomar stepped into the ring
and won the MFN world championship.
“1 came back home and gave my mother
the championship belt. Again, some boy
from the village created trouble. He told
her this was a small belt, and that [ should
bring back the big belt which is the UFC
one. He didn't even let me enjoy my win
for a day,"” she laughs.

Exactly a vear later; when she stepped
into the Octagon for the UFC bout on June
49, she was fighting for respect. After the
second round of the tough 15-minute
fight, Tomar felt fatigue creeping and she
remembers her coach shaking her; “Ank-
hen khol aur maar” (Open vour eyes and
hit). “1just summeoned whatever willpow-
er | had.” Her Brazilian opponent
Rayvanne dos Santos tried to intimidate
her by screaming, and Tomar screamed
right back. And then landed her signature
sidekick sending dos Santos flving across
the ring. Her kicks and punches didn't
stop as her coach's words rang in herears,
“Don’t buckle, keep standing no matter
what.” The last five minutes felt like an
eternity, Tomar says, as she eked out a
30-27, 27-30, 29-28 split-decision win. “T just
collapsed after that,” she says.

Her sparring partner of 12 yvears
Himanshu Kaushik says he has never met
anvone as strong-willed as her: “It is what
has defined her in all these vears of strug-
gle,” he says. Post-match, Tomar was
treated to pizza “chicken wala with buf-
falo sauce” which was a sorry substitute
for her most favourite thing in the world;
sarson ka saag and makki ki roti, but it
still felt like the best meal in the world.
The 30-vear-old has since been busy giv-
ing media interviews and dispensing
advice to village girls on how to take off
on their MMA journey. “They all want to
ficht now,"” she says with obvious pride.

And on June 13, Budhana welcomed
its daughter, hoping to drown the past
judgment it had meted out with gar-
lands and dhols.
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JEE Advanced exam and entering
the lIT system,

For the JEE Advanced 2024 ex-
am, 42,947 female candidates regis-
tered; 41,020 appeared and 7964
cleared the exam. The number of fe-
males who cleared the exam in 2024
is higher than in 2023, when 7,509
women cleared the exam. In 2022, at
least 35,124 females registered for

tered: 41,020 appeared and 7,964

7.509 women cleared the exam. In
2022, atleast 35,124 females
registered for the exams, 33,608
appeared, and 6,516 qualified for
the exam. In 2021, at least 6,452
females qualified the exam; 35,121
females registered for JEE Ad-
vanced 2020, atleast 32,851 ap-
peared and 6,707 qualified. Of the
total qualified candidates in 2019,
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the JEE exams, 33,608 appeared, over 5,356 were females.

and 6,516 gqualified for the exam. In RO [P ) : i 2 AND IMMERSIVE TECHNOLDGIES] WAS
2021 atleast 6 452 females qualified examination fo apply for B.Tech. Programs in Computer Science and

the exam; 35,121 females registered  Pushing the boundariest MENTOR ED BY MY FACULTY.”

for JEE Advanced 2020, of which
32,851 appeared and 6,707 qualified.
Of the total qualified candidates in
2019, 5,356 were females.

There are several reasons for the
increase in women cracking the JEE
Advanced exam foremost among
them is the supernumerary quota.
“IITs introduced a 20% supernumer-
ary quota in 2018. Over the past five
years, it has made it easier for girls to
get a branch of their choice in an IIT
closer to their hometowns. Earlier,
both of these were major concerns.
Many girlsclearingthe JEE Advanced
did not join [ITs because they wanted
to be closer to their homes, and sec-
ond, they were more particular than
boys in the choice of branch. Today,
there are enough role models in
schools for girls to emulate. They can
see how girls from their schools have
crackedthe examand thinkitiswithin
their reach,” says Professor Ramgo-
pal Rao, former director, IIT Delhi and
Group vice-chancellor of BITS Pilani.

"A study conducted by IIT Del-
hi'sfaculty members found that 20%
of girls qualified for the JEE Ad-
vanced examination before the in-
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Delhi introduced the IIT-Professor As- and Science and direc- .

sisted Learning (IOT-PAL) pro- tor-in-charge, Zanzi-

gramme, which was subsequently
matched with the SWAYAM portal.
Now, several preparatory materials
by IIT faculty are available free of cost
online. This has also played a major
role,” adds Rao. [IT-PAL video lec-
tures for classes XI and XII students
are prepared by IIT professors/sub-
ject experts to help students better
understand the subjects and prepare
for competitive exams. The videos are
telecast on the Human Resource De-
velopment (HRD) Ministry's
Swayam Prabha Channel and can be
accessed on Doordarshan DTH
Channel 22.

UGC-NET introduces Disaster Management
al subject from December
2024 onwards to the existing
list of subjects of UGC-NET, "
states UGC notification. The
syllabus for the subject of

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) in-
formed the introduction of
Disaster Managementinthe
National Eligibility Test

Several IITs are running outreach
programmes to popularise STEM
among school students. For exam-
ple, IT Madras aims to reach 50,000
government school students by 2026
in seven states through the Science
Popularisation Program in Vernacu-
lar Languages to popularise science
and provide career guidance in re-
gional languages. Recently, IIT Gu-
wahati organised sessions for 3,311
school students in 12 batches to pro-
mote STEM. Over 2,000 participants
were girls, represent-

Engineering, Data Science and Arfificial Intelligence, and Electronics and
Communication Engineering, To inquire about admissions, please complete
the Google form to reserve a Q&A slot at our website www.iitdwd.ac.in,
The faculty and staff at IIIT Dharwad will offer valuable knowledge
regarding undergraduate programs and the admission process.
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For more information:

https:/ /wwwiiitdwd.ac.in/admissions btech/

ing approximately

65% of total student
strength. IIT Dharwad
is translating STEM-
related resources and
career guidance-ma-
terials-related re-
sources into Kannada
so that students can
better understand
complex concepts and
career options.
"Higher education
In Science 1s an attrac-
tive proposition dueto
the worldwide focus
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the following Professional programmes being offered at University Campus and its Affiliated Colleges

well," says Prof Preeti
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bar campus, I[IT Ma-
dras. Sheaddsthatthe
impact of several mea-
sures to raise aware-
ness about women's
education has been
positive, including
supporting top per-
formers among fe-
male students and
the increasing num-
ber of women push-
ing the boundaries
and striving to carve
an educational path
of their choice.
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CELEBRITY CHEF GORDON RAMSAY ‘LUCKY TO BE HERE' AFTER

Kyiv’s territonial integrity must
be basis of any peace: Summit

Snubbed Moscow Mocks Meet: No Country Vulunteers To Host Sequel

Buergenstock: Eighty-four
countries called Sunday for the
“territorial integrity” of Ukra-
ine to be the basis for any peace
agreement to end Russia’s two-
vear war, though some key de-
veloping nations at a Swiss
conference did not join in —
and the way forward for diplo-
macy remains unclear.

Over 90 countries attended
the two-day talks at a Swiss Al-
pine resort at the behest of’ Uk-
rainian Prez Volodymyr Ze-
lensky, billed as a “peace sum-
mit"” even though Moscow was
not invited. A decision by Chi-
na to stay away all but assured
that the summit would fail to
achieve Ukraine’s goal of per-
suading major countries from
the “global South”™ to join in
isolating Russia. Brazil atten-
ded only as an “observer”. In-
dia, Indonesia, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia and South Africa all
withheld their signatures from
the summit communique,
even though some contentious
issues were omitted in the ho-
pe of drawing wider support.

Still, the conference provi-
ded Kyiv with a chance to sho-
wease the support from Weste-
rn allies that it says it needs to
keep fighting against a far big-
ger enemy, Leaders including
USvice-president Kamala Har-
ris, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and French Prez Ma-
cron gathered at the mountain-
top resort of Buergenstock, US
Prez Biden did not attend des-
pite invitations from Zelensky,

In the absence of a clear
path to ending the war, Zelens-
kv emphasised practical issu-
£s, such as securing food supp-
lies and nuclear safety. Ukrai-
ne, one of the world’s biggest
grain exporters, has thwarted
a blockade of its Black Sea

Scottish poll
P10 candidate’s
Modi, RaGa
posts spark row

MNaomiCanton

London: Social media posts on
PM Narendra Modi and Cong-
ress MP Rahul Gandhi by an In-
dian-origin candidate for Glas-
gow in the Scottish elections ha-
ve ignited controversy in UK,
prompting a police report un-
der new hate crime laws. Alba
Party candidate Dhruva EKu-
mar, 36, reported hisrival party
Scottish Greens for allegedly
inciting hatred between Hin-
dus and Muslims in Scotland.
Scottish police investigated
the complaint lodged on June 8
and found no criminality, Scot-
tish Greens dismissed the cla-
imsasapublicity stunt by Alba.
Kumar, born in Bihar's
East Champaran, has alleged
criticism from Scottish Greens
overhispastsocial media posts
about Modi and Gandhi as an
attack on his religion and eth-
nicity, He claims to be the first
India-born candidate to stand
in Scotland and has expressed
support for Modi and BJP
The controversy arose from
alleged posts by Kumar on X
from 2014, which contained in-
flammatory comments against
*Nehru dynasty” and how “In-
dia haspaid the price”. Scottish
Greens commented on these
posts in National, a newspaper.
Inresponse, Kumar insisted
his account was hacked and th-
at someone “politically motiva-
ted” twisted his words into
“bad English”. He said: “In 2014
Modi took office and [ remein-
ber I did some posts praising
him and a new era for India. Th-
ey have twisted what [ wrote.”
Scottish Greens candidate
Niall Christieaccused Kumarof
exploiting right-wing politics.

European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen with Zelensky in Lucerne

vig Reuters

ROD STEWART BOOED FOR

UKRAINE SUPPORT: UK pop star
Rod Stewart was greeted with loud
boos at a concert in Germany on
Friday while making a show of
support for Ukraine. Wearing the
colours of the country's flag, he
dedicated the song ‘Rhythm of My
Heart' to Ukrainians before
shouting a profane insult against
Russian Prez Viadimir Putin

Zelensky says Russia not ready for peace,
wants China to play a bigger role in talks

krainian Prez Zelensky said Sunday that Russia was not ready for

a *just peace”, insisting Kyiv was open to immediate talks if Mo-
scow pulls its troops out of the country. The Ukrainian head of state
was speaking at the end of a major summit in Switzerland, to which
Russia was not invited, “Russia can start negotiations with us even
tomorrow, if they leave our legal territories... (But) Russia and their
leadership are not ready for a just peace, this is a fact,” he said.
Zelensky also said he would like to see China play a bigger rolein
discussing a settlement. Beijing, a close ally of Russia, did not attend
in protest at Moscow not being invited. I believe that China could
help us. Thatis why | would very much like to see certain proposals
that the Chinese side has,” he said. “Ukraine has never said Chinais
our enemy,” he added. Asked whether he would consider China a fri-
end, Zelensky said: “l believe that friends are those who help when
things are difficult. | would like China to be a friend to Ukraine.” are

ports, and also wants to build
consensus around safety at a
Russian-occupied nuclear po-
wer plant. In her closing re-
marks, Swiss Prez Viola Amh-
erd warned that the “road ahe-
ad is long and challenging”.
Russia, as it has for weeks,
mocked the gathering. “None

of the participants in the ‘pea-
ce forum’ knows what he is do-
ing there and what his role is,”
saild Dmitry Medvedev, Russi-
a's deputy chairman of the co-
untry’s Security Council.

The final document said
the UN Charter and “respect
for territorial integrity and so-

vereignty ... can and will serve
as a basis for achieving a com-
prehensive, just and lasting pe-
ace i Ukraine.” It also called
for Ukraine's control over the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant
and its Azov Sea ports to be res-
tored. But itomitted tougheris
sues of what a post-war settle-
ment for Ukraine might look
like, whether Ukraine could jo-
in Nato alliance or how troop
withdrawals from both sides
might work. No country came
forward to host another such
meeting, with notable silence
from Saudi Arabia, mooted as
a possible future venue,
Moscow has demanded re-
cognition of its rule over terri-
tory its forces captured. Wes-
tern leaders at the summit en-
dorsed Kyviv's refusal to negoti-
ate under such terms. “Co-
nfusing peace with
subjugation would set adange-
rous precedent for everyone,”
sald Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni. reuTersaap

ITALIANS TAKE POPE FRANCIS TO PRIDE

t Rome's Pride celebration,

bare-chested men in pink
angel wings danced to songs,
women wrapped in rainbow flags
kissed, and shimmering drag

And then there was Pope Francis,
His image was everywhere. On
cardboard cutouts adorned with
flower necklaces, on glittery
banners, on stickers. Romans
came to the Pride parade on

queens waved from parade floats.

Saturday dressed like Francis,
wearing papal hats and T-shirts
that read, ‘There is never too
much frociaggine,’ a reference to
an offensive slur against gay men
that the pope has been accused of
using twice in recent weeks. The
slur ‘is the slogan of the 2024
Pride,' said Martina Lorina, 28, an
actress who was holdingup a
banner bearing the word. After
Italian media reported that the
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pope used the slur at a meeting
with priests to complain that
there was too much "gayness” in
the church, the Vatican
apologized. But Rome's Pride
attendees took a different tack to
respond to the insult: They made
it their own. Pride participants
symbolically invited the pope and
his slur to the party, using a tactic
of the LGETQ community to turn
insults into words of pride. nyr

Le Pen: Ready to work alongside Macron

al to mainstream voters as

\/ she aims to cement a majori-
2 right, said she won't ty in the next parliament.
ATy 10 push out Prez Mar:mn Her group, the National Ral-
: if she wins the snap === lv is already on track
parliamentary elec- p to become the biggest

- tion that begins later party, a prospect
i this month. “I'm re- which has caused
: spectful of institu- alarm among inves-
tions, and I'm not cal- | tors and France's in-
ling for institutional “ ternational partners.
chaos,” LePentold Le Figaro Le Pen said that if she can
newspaper. “There will form a majority — either
simply be cohabitation.” with National Rally lawma-
LePenisseekingtoappe- kers alone, or with allies —

arine Le Pen, the lea-
der of the French far-

she would lead her partyv's
parliamentary caucus and
28-year-old party leader Jor-
dan Bardella will become
PM. The two-round election
concludes on July 7.

Le Pen’s party is on cour-
setowinasmany as270of the
377 seats in the National As-
sembly, according to a projec-
tion by pollster Elabe, with
289 required for an absolute
majority. Macron and hisalli-
es are projected to win betwe-
en 90 and 130, sLooMBERG
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HE WILL WIN WHO KNOWS
WHEN TO FIGHT AND WHEN
NOT TO FIGHT — SUN TZU

JOE ALWYN BREAKS SILENCE ON TAYLOR SWIFT SPLIT, SAYS ITIS }
A ‘REALLY BAD’ BICYCLING ACCIDENT: ‘HELMET SAVED MY LIFE' ~ ‘ABNORMAL’ FOR BREAK-UP TO BE WEIGHED-IN BY OUTSIDERS

Russian forces
kill six IS-linked
hostage takers at
detention centre

Moscow: Russian special for-
ces freed two prison guards and
shot dead six inmates linked to
the Islamic State militant gro-
upwhohadtaken them hostage
at a detention centre in the so-
uthern city of Rostov on Sun-
day, Russian media said.

State media said that some
of the men had been convicted
of terrorism offences and were
accused of affiliation with the
Islamic State militant group,
which claimed responsibility
for adeadly attack on a Moscow
concert hall in March.

The six hostage takers, one
of whom wore a headband
with the flag used by the Isla-
mic State that bears an Arabic
inscription, knocked out win-
dow bars and climbed down se-
veral floors by rope before ta
king the guards hostage with a
knife and fire axe. In video pub-
lished by the 112 Telegram
channel, one was shown bran-
dishing a knife beside one of
the bound guards in Rostov-on-
Don. In negotiations with the
authorities, they demanded
free passage out of the prison.

But Russian special forces
decided to storm the prison. In-
tense automatic gunfire could
be heard in clips published on
Telegram channels, “The crim-
inals were eliminated,” Russi-
a’s Federal Penitentiary Servi-
ce said. “The employees who
were being held hostage were
released. They are uninjured,”
it said. According to local med-
1a, the hostage takers werefrom
Russia’s southern republic of
Ingushetia and three of them
had been detained in 2022 for
planninganattack onacourtin
another Russian republic, Ka-
rachay-Cherkessia, reuters

INDIANS LIVING THE
AMERICAN DREAM

The no. of Indians living in US has grown to 5m

ECONOMY

$40 hillion | of the Fortune
Indian investments | 16 500 in US are

(till 2023), which represents a 50% increase since  inUSasof2023 | currently led by
zulu' A ank El.t thEil" fﬂr‘fﬁaﬂhiﬂg meﬂt Dn+" A A e ey SR e AT ---.-: |ndlaﬂ'ﬂrigln CEDS
4,26,000
POPULATION No. of jobs
51 million  +50%/ivein.. created in US
No. of Indian ' California New OQ 72 out of 648
Americans, 1.5% of | York L2 - unicorns in US led by
the total population | l 5 é pree " Indian-origin CEOS
| . 9 _1 | |
5-6% s $26 billion . 25%
of taxes come from | US top source ‘ of 114 unicorns
this 1.5% group . Texas New of global . in India in 2023
' llinois ) Jersey remittances to ! __have US-educated
- India in 22-23 | ~ founders
EDUCATION

POLITICAL

Indian-Americans
in senior public
service positions

2023
4.4% of positions

CULTURAL

96 Indian movies grossed over $1 million
in North America, and 5340 million
collectively between 2015 and 2023

250,000 .

Indian students enrol
in US universities,
making up 25% of int'l
students a.nnuﬂlh.r

loﬂ of US patents included aco-

/{‘J inventor of Indian origin in 2019,
a 51 gmwth Irum l':'ITE

35 outof 50 10%

top US colleges have = of all physicians in
an Indian-American | the US Indian-origin

Kamala Harris made history as the
first Indian-origin woman to be
3 sworn in as vice-president in 2021

in leadership posts | in 2023 serving
' 30% of patients

PHILANTHROPY

$1.5 hillion

donated by

Indian-American
households in 2023

$3 hillion

awards 28 of the 34
10"‘ wonby | Scripps National given to US
Indian Americans spelling Bee champions universities since 2008
across the Oscars, | paye heen of Indian o
Golden Globes, ' igin since 2000 (PIO 65+ i ¢1m+ to 40+
a_nd Grammys " Bruhat Soma was this donations | . universities
since 2015 ' year's winner)

Source: Inc 42; RBI; Cl; Open Doors; Report: Boston Consulting Group

Hollywood helps Biden raise $30m for campaign

Los Angeles: Some of Holly-
wood's brightest stars headli-
ned afundraiser for Prez Joe Bi-
den that took in a record $30
million-plus for a Democratic
candidate, according to his
campaign. George Clooney, Ju-
lia Roberts and Barbra Strei-
sand were among those who to-
ok the stage at the 7,100-seat Pe-
acock Theatre in Los Angeles
on Saturday. Late-night host
Jimmy Kimmel interviewed
Biden and former prez Barack
Obama, who both siressed the
need to defeat former prez Do-
nald Trump in a race that's ex-
pected to be exceedingly close.
During more than half an
hour of discussion, Kimmel as-
ked if the country was sufferi-
ng from amnesia about the ex-

George Clooney and Julia Roberts
were among those who took the
stage at the fundraising event

prez, to which Biden respon-
ded, “all we gotta do is remem-
ber what it was like” when
Trump was in the White House.

The amount raised outpa-
ced the then-record $26 million
from Biden's fundraiser in
March in New York that featu-
red late-night host Stephen Col-
bert interviewing Biden, Oba-
ma and Bill Clinton. ar

‘Unaware’ Netanyahu slams
military’s tactical pauses plan

sed plans announced by the
military on Sunday to hold
daily tactical pauses in fighting
along one of the main roads in-
to Gaza tofacilitate aid delivery
into the Palestinian enclave.
The military had announ-
ced the daily pauses from 0500
GMTuntil 1600 GMT inthearea
from the Kerem Shalom Crossi-
ng to Salah al-Din Road and th-
en northwards. “When
the prime minister hea-
rd the reports of an 11-
hour humanitarian pa-
use in the morning, he
turned to his military
secretary and made it
clear that this was unacceptab-
le to him,” an Israeli official sa-
id. The military clarified that
normal operations would cont-
inue in Rafah, the main focus of
its operation in southern Gaza.
The strange choreography
of the messaging became stra-
nger still when the govt sugges-
ted that Netanyvahu only lear-
ned of the military’s plan from
news reports, But analysts said

I sraell PM Netanvahu critici-

it was likely that the prime mi-
nister was aware of the plan
and that each announcement
was tailored to different audi-
ences. The whipsaw statements
appeared to reflect the compe-
ting pressures facing Netanya-
hu, as he juggles demands from
the Biden administration and
elsewhere around the world
with those of his own hawkish
govt. His farright coalition
partners oppose any
concessions in Gaza.
National  security
minister Itamar Ben-
Y Gvir, who leads one of
the nationalist religious
parties in Netanyahu's
coalition, denounced the idea
of a tactical pause, saving who-
ever decided it was a “fool” who
should lose their job, The spat
was thelatest in aseries of clas-
hes between membersof theco-
alition and military over the co-
nductof the war. Itcamea week
after centrist ex-general Benny
Gantz quit the govt, accusing
Netanyahu of having no effecti-
vestrategy inGaza. REUTERSANYT

Why a 3-legged lion and its brother swam across a crocodile-filled river

nadarknightin Feb, two

( )mal& lions stood in the
shallows of the Kazinga
Channel in Queen Elizabeth
National Park, in Uganda, and
looked across the water: Near-
Iy amile away was the shore on
the other side. Hippos and 16-
foot crocodiles inhabit the
channel, which can be 20 feet
deep in places. Barely 12 hours
earlier, the twomales had losta
battle for territory and were
Iucky to still be alive, Remai-
ning on this side of the chan-
nel was dangerous, and they
could probably hear the roars
of female lions in the distance,
As with many cat species,

lions don't like to swim. And
one of the lions, known as Ja-
cob bv researchers, has only
threelegs. Helostalimb ina po-
acher’'strapin2020. Butneither
Jacobnor his brother, Tibu, we- ;
re deterred. The two big cats set
out for what the researchers ©
call the longest-recorded swim
ever taken by lions. The lions
struggled on their first three
tries to cross. During the seco-
nd attempt, the drone that was
tracking them picked up a lar-
op thermal signature that may A

ety Pic 'fc-r renresenrntmn
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have beenacrocodileorahippo
in pursuit; the two male lions
split into a Y formation before
hurryving back to shore. Less

5umrwn|. EESEEII‘EhE!‘S say the two male lions swam neaﬁz.r a fu!l mlle
across the Kazinga Channel, the longest by big cats ever recorded, The
reason: Sex. Uganda's national park’s lion population has fallen to around
40 today from 71 lions in 2018 with males outnumbering females 2 to 1

than an hour after their first at-
tempt, the two set out again for
a third time. The path seemed
clear and they kept going until
they crossed the channel. “It
was pretty dramatic,” said
Alexander Braczkowski, a con-
servation biologist who has be-
enstudyingthelionssince 2017,

Lions have been observed
swimming in Okavango Delta
in Botswana, but rarely farther
than 150 feet. In 2012, a lion sw-
am around 330 feet across the
Zambezi River, from Zimbabwe
to Zambia. In Nov 2023, a young
male lion swam across the Rufi-
ji River in Tanzania, crossing
as much as 985 feet of water.

But Braczkowski estimated
that the two lions swam nearly
a full mile. Why would lions
make such a dangerous cros-
sing? "Sex,” said Craig Packer,
who ran the Serengeti Lion
Project for 35 yvears. “If there's
nobody to mate with, what are
yvou doing?’ According to
Braczkowski, the park’s lion
population has fallen to around
40 today from 71 lions in 2018,
with at least 17 lions, mostly fe-
males, poisoned by nearby resi-
dents aiming to protect their 11-
vestock. Males outnumber fe-
males 2 to 1. “These males and
these swimming events are a
svmptom of this problem.”™ wyr

Trump challenges Biden to a cognitive test
but confuses name of doc who examined him

onald Trump on Saturday suggested Prez Biden “should have

totake a cognitive test”, only to confuse who administered
the test to himin the next sentence. Trump referred to Texas
Repu blican Rep. Ronny Jackson, who was the White House
physician for part of his presidency, as “Ronny Johnson." The
moment came as Trump was questioning Biden's mental acuity,
something he often does on the campaign trail and social media.
“He doesn't even know what the word ‘inflation’ means. | think he
should take a cognitive test like | did,” the former prez said of
Biden during a speech in Detroit. Seconds later, he continued,
“Doc Ronny Johnson. Does everyone know Ronny Johnson,
congressman from Texas? He was the White House doctor, and he
said | was the healthiest president, he feels, in history, so | liked
him very much indeed immediately.” Jackson was elected to
Congressin 2021 and is one of Trump's most vociferous defenders
on Capitol Hill. Trump took the cognitive test in 2018 at his own
request, Jackson said atthe time. The exam is designed to detect
early signs of memory loss and other cognitive impairment. ap
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FUN WITH A CAUSE: Amateur surfers participate in ‘Paddle for
Peace' to mark Juneteenth and International Surf Day in California

a day after Kate, Britain's
Princess of Wales, was seen in
public for the first time since

Day after 1st public
appearance, Kate

takes snap of Will &
kids for Father’s Day

‘WE LOVE YOU, PAPA'

he three young children of

British heir-to-the-throne
Prince William and his wife
Kate released a Father's Day
message and photograph on
Sunday, saying “We love you,
Papa”. The photo shows the
three children, Prince George,
10, Princess Charlotte, 9, and
Prince Louis, &, hugging Willi-
am on a beach, with the
photograph
taken from
behind as
they all look
out to sea.
The caption
says the
photo was taken by Kate and
reads: “We love you, Papa.
Happy Father's Day,” followed
by two red hearts and G, C & L.
The photograph was released

she revealed she was under-
going treatment for cancer.
Kate, William and the children
joined King Charles and other
members of the royal family on
the balcony of Buckingham
Palace after watching a milita-
ry parade to celebrate the
monarch's official birthday.

Unruly passenger who
was restrained with duct

tape faces record $81k fine
An American Airlines passeng-
er who kicked and spit at flight
attendants and passengers
and attempted to open the
cabin door before she was sec-
ured to a seat with duct tape
has been sued by the US FAA
for $81,950, the largest fine
issued by the agency for unru-
ly behaviour. The passenger,
Heather Wells, 34, of San Anto-
nio, was travelling first class
on July 7, 2021, when about an
hour into the flight she ordered
a Jack Daniel's and became
agitated and said she “wanted
out” of the plane. Wells began
running toward the back of the
plane, where she dropped to
her knees in the aisle and
began “talking incoherently to
passengers, before crawling
back toward the main cabin,”
the lawsuit said. Wells told a
TV channel that she was
having mental health issues.




TIMES BUSINESS

THE TIMES OF INDIA, KOLKATA | MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2024

Did you see
the fancy car

for herself?

Yeg and right
after they came
Mrs. Gupta got\ back from their long,

rahan hain
...bachaoo!

You daft monkey.

There is nothing
burning.

Wishin_g,

dreaming and envying

ge better hai
start investing in

L]
—\ hohsensel

S

' You can choose how

much to invest and for

how long, depending on
what your dream
goal is. Simple.

L=

{ And everything
elce that we )

, If we start
investing in Mutual
Funds now, we can

G .';,’

Pl Al B Fd AR

Dreaming nahin Goal

Mere jaisa
emart bano.

Visit hitps:Vigrp . hsbe/®YC w.rt, one-time Know Your Customer (KYC) procass, complaints redrassal process including SEBI SCORES (hitps:/iwww scoras gov.in). Investars should only deal with Registerad Mutual Funds, to be venfied on SEBI website under Intarmediares/Market
Infrastructure Institutions (https:/fwww.sebi.govinfintermediaries.html), Investors may refer to the section on Investor Education on the website of HSBC Mutual Fund for the details on all Investor Education and Awareness Initiatives underlaken by HSBC Mutual Fund,

An Investor Education
& Awareness Initiative by
HSBC Mutual Fund

Mutual Fund investments are subject
to market risks, read all scheme
related documents carefully.

CL 1525

Paytm in talks with Zomato
o sell its movie, ticketing biz

Transaction Seen Valuing Fintech’s Vertical At 72,000 Crore

Asmita.Dey@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Paytm is in advan-
ced stages of discussion to
sell itsmovie and eventstick-
eting business to Zomato as
part of the fintech’s strategy
to divest its non-core assets,
sources aware of the deve-
lopment told TOIL The deal,
if finalised, could value the
business vertical of Paytmat
close to Rs 2,000 crore.

In a stock exchange filing
late Sunday, Zomato said that
it is in discussions with Pa-
vim toacquire its moviesand
events ticketing business.
The discussion, the firm =sa-
id, 13 being undertaken with
an intent to strengthen its
‘going-out’ business. “Howe-
ver, no hinding decision has
been taken at this stage that
would warrant a board app-
roval and subsequent disclo-
sure,” Zomatoadded.

In a separate filing, Payvtm
also said that the discussions

To Boost Zomato's ‘Going-Out’ Segment

» Paytm’'s movie and events
ticketing vertical is housed
under its marketing services
business which also includes
advertising, credit card
marketing, deals and
gift vouchers

> The deal with
Zomato, if finalised,
could value the business
vertical of Paytm at close
to 72,000cr

» The co had said that it aims
to achieve significant cost
efficiencies, among other
things, through the pruning of
its non-core businesses

» The deal would give a
leg-up to Zomato's going-
out business, which already
offers discovery and ticketing
of offline experiences such as
in-restaurant dining and live
events such as Zomaland

are preliminary and donot in-
volve any binding agree-
ments that require approval
or disclosure. “The company
routinely explores various
strategic opportunities ai-
med at enhancing sharehol-
der value. The potential trans-
fer of Paytm’s entertainment
business, a component of our
marketing services, is one op-
portunity under considera-
tion. Asnoted in our earnings

call, our focus will be on pay-
ment and financial services
along with digital goods com-
merce, which are designed to
help our merchants scale the-
irbusinesses,” the firm said.
“Paytm wants to focus on
its paymentsand financial ser-
vices businesses. It will only
focus on opportunities which
would help its merchants scale
their businesses,” sources sa-
id. For Zomato, the deal will

add wvalue — acquiring Pa-
yvim's movie and events ticke-
ting verticals would fit in well
with and give a leg-up to its go-
ing-out business, analysts sa-
id. The food delivery firm’s ‘go-
ing-out’ vertical already offers
discovery and ticketing of of-
fline experiences such as in-
restaurant dining and live
events such as Zomaland.

Revenues from its going-
out segment have grown by
over 100% year-on-vear to Rs
93 crore in the March quarter:
“Paytm is currently merging
its movies and the Insider
(events platform) vertical into
one team. For now, customers
may continue to book both mo-
vies and events on the Paytm
app,” sources said. However,
Zomata is likely to work on in-
tegrating the two verticals
within its platform once the
deal is through, they added. A
formal announcement of the
deal could happen as early as
next week, sources said.

Frequent policy changes a worry,
impact investment, says Hyundai

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Korean car ma-
jor Hyundai, which is eye-
ing a Rs 25,000 crore fund-
raise from the Indian stock
market by selling 17% equi-
ty, has flagged “frequent
changes” in govt policy as a
kev concern, sayving it im-
pacts investment flows into
Indiaaswell as pace of tech-
nology changes.

The company, which has
invested nearly Rs 30,000 cro-
re inIndiasince it began ope-
rations around 1996, has said
stability in policy will be key
to adapting confidently to
the required technological
upgrades mandated by govt.

“Another challenge that
the industry is facing is fre-
guent changes in policies,
which make it difficult for
auto industry stakeholders
not only to ensure adherence
but also commit invest-
ments,” the company said in
the Draft Red Herring Pro-
spectus filed with market re-

‘CNG share to be more than EVs by FY29’

New Delhi: Hyundai said in its DRHP that the share of EVs will go
up fromthe current 2.3% toas much as 17-20% by the end of
FY29. However, EVs will trail CNG, which will see its share go
fromthe current 15%in FY24 to 22-27% by FY29, the company
said. “CNG stationinfrastructure is projected to rise at a healthy

pacetifl 2030," itadded. tun

gulator Sebi. “Overall policy
stability and transparency
will be reguired going for-
ward to ensure smooth tech-
nology transition and locali-
sation in the country,” the
company said.

Hyundai has said it will
invest a fresh Rs 32,000 crore
in India over the next few ye-
ars, mainly towards laun-
ching electronics and crea-
ting the requisite compo-
nent and changing infrast-
ructure forthe greens, apart
from boosting its produc-
tion capacity.

It said EVs will be a key
focus area for the company
and it will start localising
the manufacturing of elec-

trics for the mainstream,
high-volume market.
However, the draft pro-
spectus also expresses con-
cerns over the localisation
norms mandated by govt,
which is pushing the growth
of EVs.“Govtisencouraging
localisation across sectors,
especially in automotive sec-
tor via policies like PLI for
automotive technology, PLI
for advanced cell chemistry,
phased manufacturing pro-
gramme, atmanirbhar Bha-
rat, and make in India. While
theend goal of localisationis
to reduce import dependen-
ce and bring down overall
manufacturing costs, it also
involves significant initial

capital investments from se-
veral stakeholders within
the automotive industry
While the government has
designed the schemes to sup-
port investments by offering
several subsidies and import
duty benefits, there are still
concerns around meeting
the eligibility criteria and
availing of the benefits,” the
company said.

It said that “simplifica-
tion and better tracking of
policies™ will ensure locali-
sation in India. “The pro-
gress of the vendors tied
up with individual OEMs
would also lead to a change
in the risk profile of the
industry from a supply-
side perspective.”

To maximise price com-
petitiveness of its EV mo-
dels, Hyundai said it intends
to focus on securing local
production capabilities for
key parts such as cells, batte-
ry packs, power electronics,
drivetrain and building a lo-
calised EV supply chain.

Hero Future
Energies to
Invest $2bn

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Hero Future
Energies, the renewable
energy arm of the Munjal fa-
mily-promoted Hero group.
will invest upwards of $2 bil-
lion over the next 30 months
to ramp up its generation ca-
pacity. It will focus on pro-
jects with energyv storage to
leverage a sharp fall in batte-
ry prices, company’s global
CEQO Srivatsan Iver told TOL.

“Currently we have an
operating capacity of 1.8 gi-
gawatts (GW). We reached
here in about 12 years. We
will implement projects with
a total capacity of 2.6 GW in
the next two-and-a-half ve-
arsas we feel the time has co-
me for the company to spread
its wings,” Iver said.

A good part of the projects
inthe pipeline include battery
energy storage systems and
were won in auctions conduc-
ted by SECI (formeriy Solar
Energy Corporation of In-
dia), the state-run agency tas-
ked with implementing the
National Solar mission.”"We
want to focus on integrating
multiple technologies such as
solar, wind and energy stora-
ge, instead of pure-play solar
or wind projects,” he said.

RBI bags risk
manager award

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI has been awar-
ded the “Risk Manager of the
Year 2024" by Central Ban-
king, UK, for improving its
risk culture and awareness.
The award was received by
REI executive director Mano-
ranjan Mishra last week,

RBI's Risk Monitoring De-
partment has been central to
formulating and implementing
an enterprise-wide risk mana-
gement (ERM) framework.
Overthepast vear, RBI hasfocu-
sed on three main areas: streng-
thening existing risk controls,
developing new frameworks to
cover a broader range of risks,
and promoting a robust risk
culture throughout the organi-
sation. Their efforts have im-
proved RBI's operational risk
management from a “mana-
ged” toan "advanced” category
by international standards.

RBI has benchmarked its
practices against internatio-
nal standards and is working
on cybersecurity controls.

Expand base, avoid super rich tax:

Surojit Gupta &
Sidhartha | rvn

ging director Sanjiv Puri

took over as the new CII
president during elections.
The industry chamber 1is re-
commending several measu-
res, including creating more
jobs, skilling and generating
political consensus on cruci-
al reforms related to land &
labour laws and farm & po-
wer sector. In an interview
with TOI, Puri emphasised
the need to widen the tax ba-
se, while rejecting higher le-
vies on the super rich and
backed a three-slab GST
structure, Excerpts:

ITE chairman and mana-

How is a coalition govt at
the Centre going to impact
policymaking?

A number of policy instru-
ments have been used in the
past, while following a model
of inclusive growth within
the fiscal glide path and dea-
ling with energy transition.
The outcome is before us, the
economy grew 8.2% last vear.
The economy is in robust he-
alth, that's really shows the
strategy of investment-led
inclusive growth is directio-
nally right, because it creates

brought in"

One of the first recommendations that Cll has given is to

create some institutional mechanism to develop consensus
on some of the big reforms of land, labour, power, agriculture, fiscal
sustainability because that also involves the states”

@& For creating good quality of jobs, Cll is recommending some
policy enablers to provide impetus to labour-intensive
sectors, like apparel, toys, retail, entertainment,
logistics, tourism, wood-based industry™

I. &% We are recommending three (GST) slabs...Real
' estate, petroleum are outside, all these should be

— SANIIV PURI | PRESIDENT, Cil

a virtuous cycle and enhan-
ces the productive capacity.
That should energise more
reforms. One of the first re-
commendations that CII has
given is to create some insti-
tutional mechanism to deve-
lop consensus on some of the
big reforms of land, labour,
power, agriculture, fiscal sus-
tainability because that also
involves the states.

Whatare the stumbling
blocks that you want govt
to remove to accelerate job
creation?

Job creation is also a responsi-
bility of the private sector,
govt mainly has to put the
enablers in place. Private ca-
pex is on the right trajectory.
In FY22-23, it was at 23.8% of
GDP which is higher than

what 1t was pre-Covid and had
dropped to 20.7% of GDP in
2021. There are several sectors
where Investments are co-
ming, sectors related to in-
frastructure, cement and ste-

el. sectors which have recei-

ved impetus PLI like electro-
nics, food processing, telecom,
pharma, logistics, renewable
energy, automobiles, EVs, se-
miconductors. On the issue of
jobs — it's about jobs and also
the quality of jobs. For crea-
ting good quality of jobs, Cll is
recommending some policy
enablers to provide impetus to
labour-intensive sectors, like
apparel, toys, retail, media,
entertainment, logistics, tou-
rism, wood-based industry
There are so many areas whe-
re the employment to capital
ratio is very favourable., So,

we're recommending employ-
ment-linked incentives for
these sectors, with some
outcome metrics.

The second important
thing is to provide impetus to
MSMEs, which create a lot of
employment and there is lar-
ger integration into global va-
lue chains. The journey has
started because the world also
is looking at supply chain di-
versification. So, free trade
agreements provide some im-
petus to this. Human capital
development and social in-
frastructure is important. We
have recommended increa-
sing the investment in educa-
tion to 6% of GDP and for he-
altheare to 3%. What is also
important is to create a vi-
brantrural economy. Thefirst
piece that has to be solved is
agriculture, both from a pro-
ductivity perspective plus al-
soresilience because weather
events are only going to multi-
ply. The second is to empower
the youth in rural areas to be
ableto participate in other op-
portunities in the economy.

There has been alot of

debate around inequality
and there have been sug-
gestions about taxing the
super rich to raise resour-

CIl prez

ces. Whatis your view?

The most important facet is
really about continuing to
create the virtuous cycle of
employment consumption,
investmentand creating good
gquality jobs. Improving farm
incomes, that's the most im-
portant area to focus on, As
farasspecificallydirecttaxis
concerned, it's more about
getting more people within
the tax system, and not resor-
ting to, as some have sugges-
ted, taxing the so-called super
rich,or(imposing)wealth tax
and things like that. The fo-
cus right now hasto be on cre-
ating an economy that crea-
tes alot of jobs, that's ultima-
tely where the solution is go-
ing to live. The second is
expanding the (tax) base.

How complex do you find
GSTin terms of number of
slabs, classification issu-
es? What changes would
you want?

We are recommending three
slabs. In addition to that, we
are also saving it should be
more inclusive. Real estate,
petroleum are outside, all
these should be brought in.
There is room for process
simplification, which is an
ongoing exercise.

- Industry frets over

new ad mandate

Self-Certification Norms To Kick In From
Tomorrow As Directed By Supreme Court

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Starting Tues-
day, advertisers in India face
a new mandate: A self-decla-
ration certification (SDC), as
directed by the Supreme Co-
urt, Conceptualised as a “po-
sitive step for protecting con-
sumers, fostering trust,
transparency; and enhancing
brand reputation”, the move
aims to ensure that all stake-
holders are more vigilant
and compliant. Yet, opinion
is divided among advertising
bigwigs, media agencies, and
marketing experts on the ea-
se of its implementation and
whether it will effectively
curb the widespread issues
of misleading claims and
surrogate advertising,

On May 7, in a case invol-
ving the Indian Medical As-
sociation and the Centre, SC
directed that no advertise-
ments on television, print.
digital, or radio can be pub-
lished or aired without the
SDC, aiming to ensure comp-
liance with regulations and
prevent misleading claims.

“The entire advertising
ecosystem, be it advertisers,
agencies or publishers will
need to create internal sy-
stems to be compliant,” Ma-
nisha Kapoor, CEQO and se-
cretary general, Advertising
Standards Council of India,
told TOL.

This is true for all sectors
and categories,

“Practices such as adver-
tising reviews, prior to pub-
lishing and preventive risk-
assessments to avoid poten-
tial backlash will now be em-
bedded in the brand strategy
of anorganisation. The thre-
at of adverse impact that
emerges from this regula-

tion requires that organisa-
tions invest in verifying the
claims of external commu-
nication,” said Mustafa Sur-
ka — partner, risk advisory
services at KPMG India.

The pre-release approval
by the regulatory agency
works better for all the stake-
holders and saves time, reso-
urces and effort rather than a
post-correction, feels Nandini
Dias, former CEO of Lodestar
UM, “Often after ad is relea-
sed, someone objects and puts
a stop to it. If the ad is pulled
off, it disrupts the entire mar-
keting activity for that quar-
ter and causes huge loss to the
brand. In the Doordarshanda-
vs, one had to submit the
complete storyvboard, frame-
by-frame and get approvals,

Most consumer-focused
sectors will face
increased scrutiny, while
the lens is now on the
entire product life cycle,
say industry experts.
Several misleading ads
are still being aired,
despite the existence

of several requlatory
agencies, they add

and only after that was the
film shot. And once we had XD
approval, no other objections
were considered. Today the
scenario is far more dynamic
and complicated, it is essenti-
al to create anew system. Whi-
le there is resistance as it will
slow the systems down in the
short-run, it will be beneficial
to consumers and will help
transparency in the long-
run,” she added.

“All consumer brands
may assoclate themselves
with acause, but these claims
may not be trustworthy. For

instance, making claims like
a product is green, net zero,
plastic neutral, will all need
to be wverifiable. Building
brand trust requires clarity,
responsibility, and accurate
advertising,” sald Namrata
Rana — partner, national he-
ad (ESG), KPMG India.

Advertising experts fear
it may increase red tape, and
companiesand agencies will
need manpower to navigate
the cumbersome process.

“Thisseemstobeanexer-
cise in bureaucracy rather
than the law Creating bu-
reaucratic hurdles make
things difficult for adverti-
sers, withoutsolving the pro-
blem of misleading ads,” sa-
id Santosh Desai, adverti-
ging veteran and former
CEO, Future Brands.

More efforts may be nee-
ded. “Prima facie (the move)
has been conceptualised to
protect consumer rights. Ho-
wever, it may not be able to
curb the menace of surroga-
te advertising and mislea-
ding claims — the basic
objective for which it was
created. The entire imple-
mentation and thereafter
monitoring, policing and pu-
nishment require a lot of
thought, and is not clear at
this stage,” said Sandeep Go-
yal, chairman, Rediffusion.

In a representation to the
[&B ministry, the Indian New-
gpaper Society toohasflageed
several concerns, including
problems with the portal whe-
re self-declaration has to be
made, and sought that the
implementation may be de-
ferred. It has suggested that
the existing mechanisms sho-
uld be strengthened and govt
may consider limiting the
mandate to healthcare rela-
ted or medical ads.

IN THE
CLASSROOM

MFs’ Net Asset Value:
The What, When (Is It
Calculated) & How

Every mutual fund scheme declares its net asset
value (NAV) at the end of each working day. The
NAV is updated daily at 11 pm for all schemes, except
for fund of funds, which are updated at 10 am the
next day and displayed on websites of the fund house,
Amfi, and investment platforms.

What Is Net Asset Value?

The NAV represents a fund's per unit market value. This is the price
at which investors are allotted units by the fund house or the price

. processed at the same day's
. NAV. The cut-off time for

| purchase orders in liquid and
- overnight funds is 1:30 pm.

. For buy orders, the fund

. house should receive the

. payment by the cut-off time
. for applicability of same-day
| NAV. Orders & payments

. received beyond cut-off

- times will be processed at

| the next trading day's NAV

at which they can sell it back to the fund house. This is calculated by
dividing the total value of all the assets in a portfolio, minus all its
liabilities. The NAV is calculated by the fund house or by an accounting
firm hired for the purpose.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please wvisit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under "Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https:/www.sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance / complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov,in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Is NAV Key In
" Picking A Scheme?

' Wealth managers believe the

' mere NAYV number of a scheme
. is irrelevant for an investor

. looking to buy a mutual fund. It
. should not matter to an

- investor if the NAVisz10 or 2

. 1,000. Take, for example, an

. investment of 71 lakh each in

. Scheme A at a NAV of 720 and

| Scheme B at a NAV of 50. The
- investment amount being

- egual, Scheme A would appear
. cheaper as 5,000 units were

| allotted compared to 2,000

| units in Scheme B. Now

. suppose both schemes grow

- by 10% in a month. Scheme A's
. NAV will be 722 and Scheme

. B's will be ¥55. The value of

| your investment in both cases

When Is Scheme’s NAV Calculated?

The NAV is calculated and declared after market closing hours at
the end of the day. Since stock prices move up and down every
second, it is difficult to calculate NAV during market hours as the
price of the underlying stocks in the portfolio could change. Hence,
the NAV is calculated at the end of every market day, factoring in
the closing market prices of the securities that the fund holds.

What Is The Applicability Of A Day’s NAV?

Investors are allocated units in a scheme after a fund house
receives money to purchase units on a market trading day. For
equity and debt funds, and redemptions from liquid and overnight
funds, orders placed before the cut-off time of 3 pm will be

- i571,10,000.

. For two schemes with

. identical portfolios and other
. things remaining constant, the
| difference in NAV will hardly
| matter and both schemes

- will grow at the same rate.

- Financial planners say daily

. changes in NAV don't matter.
| Itis best to look at the

- annualised return of a fund

- over different timeframes to

. Judge its performance.

= PRASHANT MAHESH
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CONTRAPUNTO

It is error alone which needs the support of govt.
Truth can stand by itself

-THOMAS JEFFERSON

EC, Talk Better

Controversy over Mumbai North West LS poll
result must be settled quickly by the commission

hat the Mumbal North West Lok Sabha victory would

I snowball intoa controversy was almosta given. When Shinde

Sena nominee Ravindra Waikar beat UBT Sena candidate

Amol Kirtikar by 48 votes after recounting of both EVMs and postal

ballots, concerns of a miscount amped up to strong suspicions of

misconduct in opposition camps. UBT Sena and others allege three
serious counts of wrongdoing,.

One, Shinde Sena candidate’s agent/associate used a mobile
phone inside the counting area. None except the Returning Officer
can carry a mobile phone into counting centres. Call records of this
phone are under police investigation. Two, following SC’s order to
storeall VVPAT machines with symbol loading units, UBT Sena has
soughttechnical inspectionof thesame-but EC website apparently
hasno SOP for such a technical probe, so it’s vague what the “probe”
might entail. Three, allegations centre on RO at the NESCO centre,
-  thesiteof irregularities.

That very day, both Kirtikar and party
workers raised alarm over the counting.
Once the presence of an unauthorised
phone was established, surely EC could
have reacted immediately by putting out a
statement. This kind of incident puts EC
in the spotlight, not simply the state poll
commission. And every such incident
contributes to the chatter. For instance,
before counting day, opposition sought
EC walkback on allowing postal ballots to
be counted after EVMs. Law says postal
ballots be counted first. Why tweak that in the first place?

Kirtikar has written to EC with his complaints. Mumbai North
West has pressed all the buttons for those asking for complete
transparency of theelection process. ECisfirmaboutsanctity of its
processes; it holds results speak for themselves. It argues due
process is underway. But reality is instances where EC doesn’t make
its response public run the risk of getting a life of their own online.
EC must necessarily communicate to today’s alert electorate on its
due processes.

In the internet era, EC has faced civil society scrutiny like never
before. Reliability of EVMs, including VVPATS, its “unhackability”,
isat thecore of EC'sbusinessof trust. Elon Musk’s tweet, unrelated
to India’s election, that EVMs should be done away with, can only
add fuel to the fire. EC has vet to make a statement on breaches of
protocol. It must engage with the electorate more - on processes, its
parallel paper trails, and its MO in the event of a breach.

Swiss Fantasy

Ukraine-Russia peace conference without Moscow
in the room, is more spectacle than substance
P I ore than 90 countries participating in a weekend conference

to forge a peace plan for Ukraine, suggested its ambition

was realistic. But this was an out and out misreading.
Because one crucial country was not invited: Russia. International
mediators are not going to get far without first bringing both Ukraine
and Russia to the same negotiating table,

Western prioritisation | This conference in Switzerland was
preceded by a G7 commitment to a new $50bn loan for Ukraine,
securitised through interest on the frozen assets of Russia’s central
bank. Anarchitectof thisplan, US treasury secretary Janet L Yellen
says that it's about “getting Russia to help pay for the damage it's
caused”. This 1s quite a distinct goal
from a ceasefire or peace.

Russian maximalism | Even less
formidable goals - from food security to
return of Ukrainian children - cannot
be accomplished without negotiations
with Russia itself. The great stumbling
block, of course, is “the realities of
today” that are Putin’s precondition to
negotiate. He wants to hold on to the Ukrainian territory gained
through incremental advances on the battlefield, and more. Such
maximalism has been propped up by the surprising resilience
shown by both Russia’s military and economy. And now an additional
factoris,calculatingthat he will geta better deal by waitingitouttill
Trumpis US president.

Middle ground | A March opinion poll found that Ukrainians
under 35 are the most pessimistic about victory and the most willing
to accept limited war outcomes. Two vears of death and destruction
later, the bitterest truth is actually identical for Zelenskyy and Putin.
Itisthat victory remains elusive for both Ukraine and Russia. This is
what international diplomacy must build on. A shared truth is more
fertile ground for compromise, than an unshared conference.

Fashion vs Fahrenhelt

Neanderthals matched dress to weather, we don't

Shinie Antony

| Theweather is a handy icebreaker. We say ‘too hot’ and ‘such a
cold winter’ to fill awkward pauses. Harmless, obvious state-
ments like these further the cause of human interaction, and
let us all oceupy the planet in consensual boredom. In fact,
entire marriages have gotten by on weather reports - ‘1 love yvou’
replaced by ‘looks like rain’. Novelists go on and on about the
snowclad and the sun-dappled... But all ye who take its name in vain, beware!
Weather wreaks revenge by being utterly unpredictable. It blows hot and cold.

However humid it may be, no human being is willing to sacrifice sartorial
levels for comfort. At the ministerial swearing-in ceremony in Delhi recently,
conducted in the open air, everyone came in bandhgalas and Banarasis, Brocade
was the dress code. This despite the fact that due to an insufferable summer
the city is stewing in its own juices. Deep underneath such finery, where the

innermost fabric scratches skin, is where global warming gets

m y personal. We are all about style statements. In strappy white linen

when it's freezing and quilted jackets when sunny, pants cut at the

l—"/) ankle as if’ expecting floods, hair left loose in gyms. Spanx under
skinny jeans twosizes small even if vital organsasphyxiate.

There was a time when cavemen ripped off the fur of the first bear they met to
keep warm. In summers Neanderthals turned up naked for business meetings.
Wardrobes used to be straightforward, attuned to climate conditions. But in the
era of selfies, being photo-ready trumps discomfort. A grand occasion, like say a
wedding or funeral, cannot succumb to whimsical temperatures. The kanjeeva-
rams and Nehru jackets must be unpacked, dryveleaned and donned on D-day; just
like the white chikankari kurtas must be teamed with mournful cream or beige
dupattas. Brides and bridegrooms gently steam on stage in all their dolled-up
finery. A corpse seldom minds the thinness of cotton sheets inside icy morgues.

Vanity at some point meets ACs and central heating, when entering a door
means frostbitten Narnia or the fires of hell. In a magical reversal of Celsius,
you are now boiling or shivering. Suddenly covered in goosebumps, rubbing
vour arms, shifting closer to people for warmth, like the Little Match Girl
lighting her last matchstick. Or beaded with perspiration and expected to
remove your sweater, your sole outerwear. That's when you insist it's actually
cold and borrow someone’s shawl.

MORE THE CHATTER 5852

LESS THE MATTER

Note For FM: Save For India
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Declining savings rate is a red flag in a growing economy. Unemployment as an election
issue showed how low savings-led patterns of growth have a political cost

Narendar Pani

With general elections behind us. FM
can take a step back from celebrating
high growth rates and the size of the
Indian economy tolook more closely at
some points of concern. Election
results were a reminder that India’s
growth rates haven't always translated into an improve-
ment in critical social indicators as well as in
emplovment.

The conventional wisdom that inequality
does not matter if growth is high enough to lift
large numbers above an economists-defined
poverty line, is losing some of its political sheen.
Besides, there are warning signals in the growth
process itself. Prominent among these red flags is
the challenge of declining savings rates,

Savings trend since 1991 | The
proportion of Gross Domestic
Savings to GDP since libera-
lisation began has followed
aninverted U curve. It rose
steadily from 23.3% of
GDP in 1990-91 t0 37.8% in
2007-08. Since then, there
has been an equally
steady decline, reaching
28.2% in 2020-21. Studies |
have shown that the !
increase was largely
achieved through increased
inequality. As the share of
therich in GDP rose, income
moved from the poor who
consumed most of their
earnings to the rich who could
afford to save more.

Increasing savings by
raising the share of the
rich in GDPE, necessarily
limits, if not squeezes,
the share of consump-
tion of the poor This
pattern cannot continue indefinitely

In a democracy, there is political pressure to transfer
resources to the worst off through welfare measures.
While these measures could be dismissed as freebies,
they've become a political necessity. There's also the
possibility that, bevond a point, a rising share of income

tor those at the top of the economic pyramid may only
lead to assets being held outside the country, without a
sustained effect on domestic savings. And there are signs
that this has become an increasingly significant factor.

Price to pay for shift to tech | Decline in the rate of
gavings hasn't had an immediate impact on growth.
Rise in FDI has made up for some of the shortfall in
domestic investment. There has also been a structural
shift in the Indian economy towards more productive
gsectors. But these are not unmixed blessings.
FDI can fluctuate quite sharply The shifts to more
productive sectors are no doubt very good news as
faras growth rates are concerned, but this increase
in productivity often comes from movement
towards more capital-intensive
. work practices. This can
leave large sections of the
labour force out of work.
With employment already
becominga political issue,
there'll be a price to be
paid for a sustained
shift to labour-
substituting tech-
nologies. Lower
§ | domesticsavings
rates thus raise
the prospects of
both fluctuating
growth rates as well
as patterns of growth
that are insensitive to
employment.
Reviving domestic
savings rates would need
areviewof economicstrate-
gies that have taken deep
root since liberalisation. In
his 1991 Budget speech,
Manmohan Singh suggested
gpening up the economy to
make Indian industry more
competitive. When that did
not always happen, the eco-

nomy became more dependent on foreign investment,
both FDI and Foreign Institutional Investment (F11).

Losing out on small investors | Efforts to make India
more attractive to Flls included sustained pressure to
move from multiple regional stock exchanges to two

large stock exchanges in Mumbai. Closure of regional
stock exchanges had a negative impact on the still-
developing links between local savings and investment
in emerging corporate entities,

The regional stock exchanges helped businesses
with local reputations to raise local capital. The more
successful among these businesses could then move on
to the national and even international stage. The
Ambanis may have been the more striking story of
movement from small business to a global empire, but
they were not the only ones.

The emergence of local economic players also
suited another dominant, but usually ignored, trend in

the Indian economy: the

e movement from agricul-
. ture to industry Agrarian
Beyond a point, a families with access to
1< traditional capital had an
rising snare o Fer e int
= opportunity to move into
income forthetop | .. inducir
3 v, and then
of the economic use their loeal reputations
- to tap regional capital.
p}'l'ﬂl'l‘lld may ““I¥ This also allowed small
|Eﬂl.'| to assets bemg savers to invest in the ent-
held outside the Er%t;iﬂes Ef f:amilliJEE they
- y 1.
country, withouta ™ 5 o
z e closure of regional
sustained effecton stock exchanges cut a
= . critical link in thischain.
d:!ﬂ?iglﬂ SH:II'IHS. The large stock exchanges
This Is alrea ya were associated with much
sianificant factor larger Initial Public Offers
g

(TPOs), where the mini-
mum investment was well beyond the capacity of very
small investors. From a capital market in the 1980s
where investors with no more than 1,000 could apply
for shares in TPOs, we moved to a regime where such
investors had no place.

Revive regional stock exchanges | A meaningful strategy
to raise the savings rate would need to build links
between small saversand thelocal, national and global
economies. This would require mobilising local
savings in ways that develop the relationship between
local investors and small savers. This could include
the revival of regional stock exchanges as small cap
exchanges. as well as other financial innovations that
recognise all levels of the economic pyramid from the
bottom tothe top.

The writer is JRD Tata Chair Visiting Professor, National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengalury

Why Govt Jobs Should Be Less Secure

Dismissing or demoting bureaucrats must be made simpler to ensure efficiency and
accountability. Without this, no administration can achieve the speed of development it desires

Praveen Gedam & Arghya Sengupta

With a new govt taking
charge, the spotlight
turns to bureaucrats
a4 who'll work to fulfil

' its mandate. The

h d ; tenure and service
conditions of bureaucrats are often overlooked, but
are critical toensuring the whole govt works in concert
to achieve its development goals. Highest in criticality
is the ability of govtto hire and fire civil servants.

Mis-firing officers | Most of us haven't heard of a

importance. But it also means that it's extremely difficult
to get rid of employees who're not discharging their
duties. Anecdotally, we know of numerous cases where
an engineer was unaware of standard guidelines for
construction, a police officer prepared a criminal char-
gesheet under civillaws, and a clerk couldn’t even write
the name of his office. Most of them, and countless
others like them, continue to ‘serve’.

Long & winding process | Here's how extant disciplinary
rules work in practice. The process starts with gathe-
ring evidence, followed by a showcause notice, some-

govtemployee being fired. This tells us how super
secure govt jobs are. That’s one reason why lakhs
of highly educated people apply for lower-level
govt positions every year, and why govt servants
are often preferred over higher paid private-
sector emplovees in arranged marriages.

Such security of tenure was a key feature of
govt jobs globally as well, but has changed over
time. In India, it hasn't.

Pleasure to permanence | Traditionally, all civil
servants served at the “pleasure” of the Crown.
This meant that the monarch could dispense with
their service at any time. When India became a
democratic republic, this was sought to be balanced
by the need to create an independent and empowered
bureaucracy, Thisled tothe incorporation of Article
311 of the Constitution based on which disciplinary
laws for govt servants were enacted. But the process
laid down has become so complicated over the years
that it’s almost impossible to dismiss someone from a
govtjob. The only exception is if the person isconvicted
by a criminal court, another rarity in India for govt
servants, The pendulum has swung from pleasure to
permanence.

Unlike private sector, where bosses can fire some-
one for not doing her job well, in govt it's practically
impossible. No doubt, job security is of paramount

that time, every stakeholder other than the employee
involved has moved on, and the problem leading to the
inquiry isn't seen as important anymore. As a result,
the emplovee is usually declared not guilty:

Urgentreform needed | For an efficient, modern, service-
oriented bureaucracy, this process must be simplified.
It should be completed within three months, during
which other stakeholders (say, seniors and affected per-
sons)are still around and consequences of misconduct
of the employee are fresh in memory. Second, the
guantum of punishment should also be an effective
deterrent. At least for corruption, inefficiency, lack
of delivery, insubordination, gross negligence and
frequent absenteeism, major punishments such as

dismissal or demotion should be made mandatory.

Idea for first 100 days | That said, protection from
undue influences needs to be kept intact or even
bolstered by shielding bureaucrats from arbitrary
transfers (legally not punishments, but in practice
s0) through enacting suitable rules. The Indian
bureaucrat is rightly praised for holding the vast
and diverse country together, and guiding it
towards progress. But at the same time, she is
alsocriticised, again rightly so, for being slow and
inefficient.
AsIndia celebrates 75 years of its Constitution
and with govt ready to unveil its first-100-day plan,
it's time to rethink how govt itself works. Listening

times suspension, hearing the govt employee’s side,
deciding whether to conduct an inquiry, gathering
moreevidence, preparing achargesheet, appointingan
inquiry officer, holding hearings, examinations and
cross-examinations, giving the employee a chance to
defend, preparing a report, giving this report to the
emplovee, hearing the employee again twice — first on
the report, and then usually also on the quantum of
punishment - seeking views of the public service
commission, and then finally makinga decision.
Unsurprisingly, this takes years to complete. By

to people and reducing friction are important.
A part of this can be achieved by ensuring faster and
tougher punishments for bureaucratic inefficiencies
while increasing protection of bureaucrats from undue
influences. We must move away from the idea that govt
jobs should be secure and permanent at any cost. Instead,
let us start instilling accountability by ensuring that
the dead wood is weeded out regularly and expeditiously:
This will be one reform that will change the face of govt
service for 100 years.
Gedam is Divisional Commissioner, Nashik, Sengupta is
Research Director: Vidhi Cenitre for Legal Policy
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Knowledge Of The Self Liberates Us From Sorrows

V Balasubramaniam

di Shankaracharya said,
A“Tl‘mugh ignorance, avidya is

beginningless - it is completely
wiped out by the emergence of Vidya,
knowledge.”

Ignorance never goes away unless
knowledge, its opposite, is born. The
moment we learn what a pot is like, our
unfamiliarity with it is over. Similarly;

e . e :
when we learn what a camera is like, darkness. Tryving to sweep ::,":, v When ajnan, unaware-
our lack of knowledge of how it works darkness outof adark ness, isremoved, there is

is addressed.

Vedanta revealsthat all our sorrows,
fears, anxieties, stress, and confusion
are not because we do not know physics,
maths, or other subjects; they are
because we do not know ourselves.

Only knowledge of the Self liberates us
from all sorrows and leads to a state of
fearlessness,

In Vivekachudamani, Shankara-

charva states that all our sufferings are
only due toalack of awareness of our
true nature, Justasalack of under-
standing of physics can only be remedied
by learning about physics, an absence
of self-awareness can only be remedied
by acquiring Self-knowledge.
Action cannot sublimate
ignorance. Knowledge does
verily destroy avidya just as
lighteradicates deep

roomisfutile. Evenif an
army of mencarry the
darkness in baskets and
pour it out, the room will
still be dark. Sweeping isnottheright
method of removing darkness. Only
light can remove darkness, however
thick it may be. Similarly, ignorance in
us can be overcome by the purelight of
Self-knowledge, That is why itis said

©

only solution.

action cannot sublimate ignorance;
knowledge is its only antidote. By
removing avidya, one uncovers the Self.
The Bhagwad Gita states that the
Lord does not take the virtue or sin of
any; knowledge is enveloped by
ignorance, and thereby, beings are
deluded (5.15). Our scriptures clearly
say ignorance is the problem, and
knowledge of the Self isthe

nothing more to be done.
Everythingisclear, like
THE SPEAK |H’G TH. EE da}?ligh L. IgﬂDI‘ﬂIIEE islike
night; when it passes, vou
areinthedavlight of enlightenment,
Sometimes, we see thick mist
enveloping a garden. If we try tograb
it, nothing comes into our hands. It is
not a wall; we can walk through it. Still,
itobstructs our vision and hinders our

progress. The mist continues till the
bright sunlight emerges. Thereafter, it
evaporates, Similarly, this inexplicable
ignorance causes troubles and endless
SOrrows in our consciousness. [t can be
dispelled only by the flash of Self-
knowledge.

Asachild, one looks, touches, tastes,
smells, and listens to the sound, which
isa word naming the object being
perceived. Inthis way, ignorance is
shed, and knowledge is gained, first of
forms and names, then of colour and
otherrelated attributes. Later, finer
distinctions, including shades of
colour, various sizes, and shapes,
become apparent.

Ignorance is present in every
individual; itis like a dark place where
the light of knowledge is essential. Itisa
cause of bondage and will disappear,
justasasolitary lamp dispels darkness
inadark room,
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“WE'VE LET THE ENTIRE NATION
DOWN AND WE ARE SORRY. BUT WE
HAVE NEVER TRAVELLED THIS
MUCH FOR A WORLD CUP. IT'S NOT
AN EXCUSE. ONLY SRI LANKA AND

THE DUTCH PLAYED FOUR MATCHES
IN FOUR DIFFERENT LOCATIONS."

by ’ Y&
[ M
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USA DONE, OFF TO

India To Hit Nets Today In
Barbados To Prepare For
Super 8 Tie Vs Afghans

TIMES IN

THE US

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

Miami: It's travel time. The American
duty is over for India and now we're
into what matters most — the Super-8
in the West Indies.

There wasn't evervthing perfect
about the US leg — bad pitches, poor
outfield, washed out game - but India
didn’t find it too tough to cross the first
hurdle of the month-long marathon.
Now it's Afghanistan, Bangladesh
(most likely) and Australia in Barba-
dos, Antigua and St Lucia respectively.
And with two teams going ahead from
the group --- Rohit Sharma’s boys
should be there in Guvana for the
semifinal on June 27.

With their last league game against
Canada at Fort Lauderdale getting
washed out without a ball being bowled,
Team India plavers got a bit of time to
put their feet up and relax. But with no
practice also possible since their last
match in New York on June 12, batting
coach Vikram Rathour sounded a little
worried. “This was of course not ideal.
We would have preferred to build on the
momentum and this was the game to
express ourselves, But there's not much
we can do about it,” Rathour said.

The Indian team will hit the nets
in Barbados on June 17 to prepare for
their game against Afghanistan --- a
team that has been in fine form so far.
But much like India, they, too, haven't
plaved in Barbados and will have to
adapt to conditions. The England vs
Australia game was plaved at the
Kensington Oval where the Aussies
had plundered 201 and then leggie
Adam Zampa got 2/28 to become Man
of the Match.

Unlike Nassau County Ground in
New York, where India played their
three games, the Kensington Oval pitch
should be batting-friendly and with no
dew in the equation, the spinners, too,

THE CARIBBEAN

Rohit Sharma and team during
one of their league encounters

could come in handy

1t's to be seen whether India stick to
the four-pacer theory or drop Moham-
med Siraj, whose form has been slight-
Iy upand down, and play Kuldeep Yadav
as the third spinner. Rathour kept the
options open when he said: “We need to
be a flexible team. We need to look at
the conditions that are in front of us
and be ready to deal with those. We'll
react to what we get on that day and we
have the resources to deal with any con-
dition,” Rathour said.

Afghanistan, of course, is a team
that banks heavily on spinners with
Rashid Khan leading the line. Moham-
med Nabi and Noor Ahmed are the two
other spinners who should get the nod.
All of them were part of the IPL and
they know everything about bowling to
the Indian batters.

For India, it will be erucial that Virat

A AR e e

Kohli, who had an indifferent USA leg
with scores of 1.4 and 0, gets into the
groove. Opening the batting, it could
well be on Kohli to take the attack to the
Afghan bowlers, and we might see him
plaving the slog sweep, a weapon that
he has included in his arsenal to deal
with the spin.

Rathour insists that a “hungrier”
Kohli, following his slight bad patch in
New York, could be even more danger-
ous. “l have absolutely no concern
about his form. He batted superbly in
the IPL and a couple of dismissals here
doesn't change anyvthing. Actually, it's
zood that he is a little hungrier, he is
really keen to do well and really
switched on,” Rathour said.

That should be music to the ears of
all those fans who have been waiting for
India to break a decade-long ICC title
jinx. The signs so far aren’t bad at all.

Pant, Arshdeep emerge
as key players for India

Team Looking Forward To More Contributions From The Duo

Dwaipayan.Datta
@timesgroup.com

Miami: These are two guys at
two different ends of the spec-
trum. One’s a phenomenal tal-
ent who is still lucky to be
alive, let alone playing, while
the other is an honest trier
who keeps fighting.

Rishabh Pant and Arsh-
deep Singh are two completely
different personalities, but if
you're to closely analyse In-
dia’s United States leg of the
T20 World Cup - they are the
two stars who have gone
slightly under the radar.

Arshdeep, of course, has
won a Man of the Match award
with a spell of 4/9 against the
United States, but Pant’s con-
tribution has almost going un-
noticed. In all the three games
that India won, the wicketkeep-
er-batter who is playing for
India for the first time after his
life-threatening injury late in
2022, played crucial knocks. 36
not out, 42 and 18 might not
look huge, but if you put it in
context, the importance be-
comes clearer.

Pant is batting at No. 3, a
position that is always reserved
for the creme-de-la-creme of
any batting line-up. And in New
York, Pant came into bat when
India lost the early wicket of
Virat Kohli with virtually noth-
ing on the board.

The world knows Pant is a
dynamite with the bat, but what
made it special for him here was
he wasn't always at his destruc-
tive best. Yet, the southpaw
never went below run a ball, in
fact his 31-ball 42 against Paki-
stan was probably the best bat-
ting effort on the New York
minefield by any batter.

Pant's promotion to the No.
3 spot was the product of a
brain-wave of captain Rohit
Sharma, who seems to have
meticulously prepared for this
T20 World Cup after the heart-
break of the ODI World Cup in
India. “The moment [ saw Pant

Reuters

Arshdeep Singh and Rishabh Pant celebrate a Pakistan wicket
during the league stage

bat in the IPL. I knew where he
would be batting in the World
Cup,” Rohit said in one of his
press conferences, The deci-
sion was communicated to the
wicketkeeper-batter early and
the 26-year-old has gone out of
his way to justify the captain’s
faith in him.

In New York before the first
oame, on a practice pitch which
everyone was avoiding due to
its uneven nature, Pant asked
the throwdown expert to test
him with vicious short balls
from less than 22 vards. Pant
was getting hit on the body a
few times, but vou could see
that the lion-hearted cricketer
was tryving to overcome fear:

The team management was
also looking to have the lefi-
right combination going
through the middle-order,
something that Pant’s promo-
tion facilitates. In his decision
to promote Pant to No. 3, Rohit
is in fact looking forward to the
West Indies leg as well, where
he wants to use the dasher’s
counter-attacking abilities.

“The kind of ability he has.
it's always tough to find the
right number for Pant. But
with three right-handers in
the top four, 1 thought it was
nice to have him in the middle.
And later on, in West Indies,
when spin is going to play a
big part, his counterattacking
can come into picture in a big

way. He has got an all-round
game and we want to utilize
that upfront, where he gets to
play maximum balls along
with some of the other expe-
rienced players,” Rohit said.

While Pant’s batting is cru-
cial to India’s success going
forward, Arshdeep’s ability to
swing the new ball and deliver
the yorker at the death are
equally important. The fact
that he is also a left-armer
adds the much-needed variety
to the pace attack, which has
three more right-armers.

After doing well against
Ireland, Arshdeep was entrust-
ed to bowl the last over against
Pakistan, where he did just
enough to keep the desperate
batters at bay. That was fol-
lowed by his matchwinning
effort against USA and in all
probability, if the team man-
agement decides to go with
three specialist pacers in West
Indies in the XI, he will be one
of them. Arshdeep, though,
doesn’t want to think that far,
“l remember what (batting
coach) Vikram Rathour told us
in the team meeting — ‘stay
where vour feet are’. So right
now, we just stay in the present
and prepare for that.”

For now, the Super-8s are
“the present” and Arshdeep
would surely love to be at the
top of his game at the Kens-
ington Oval on Thursday.

Pakistan register
3-wkt consolation
win over Ireland

Lauderhill: Pakistan beat Ire-
land by three wickets to regis-
ter a consolation win in their
inconsequential T20 World
Cup match here on Sunday.

Pakistan and Ireland have
already been eliminated from
the tournament with India and
debutants USA progressing to
the Super 8 from Group A.

Left-arm pacers Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Mohammad
Amir wreaked havoc with the
new ball, helping Pakistan
restrict Ireland to 106 for nine.

Shaheen finally came to
the party, albeit in a lost cause,
returning with impressive
figures of 3/22, while Amir
scalped two wickets for 11
runs as Pakistan bowlers ig-
nited fire on a damp pitch af-
ter electing to bowl,

Imad Wasim (3/8) bowled
brilliantly while Haris Rauf
(1/17also accounted for a batter
Gareth Delany (31 off 19) and
Mark Adair (15 off 19) shared
32-run for the seventh wicket to
keep Ireland in the game.

Pakistan made a heavy
weather of the chase as they
were reduced to 57 for 5in 9.3
overs before skipper Babar
Azam (32 not out) and Abbas
Afridi (17) did the repair job.

Barry McCarthy (3/15) was
the pick of Ireland bowlers.

BRIEF SCORES: Ireland 106/9
(Delany 31; Shaheen 3/22, Imad
3/8, Amir 2/11) lost to Pakistan
111/7 in 18.5 overs (Babar 32
n.o.; McCarthy 3/15). acencies

AP

Pakistan's Shaheen Shah Afridi
collides with teammate Usman
Khan while taking a catch

Australia sink brave Scotland; England reach Super 8

Gros Islet (St Lucia): Australia saw
off a determined challenge from
Scotland to claim a five-wicket vie-
torv in a decisive final Group B
match of the T20 World Cup for both
teams at the Daren Sammy Stadium
here on Saturday.

Replying to the Scots’ 180 for five,
their highest total in a T20 World
Cup match, half-centuries from
Travis Head (68; 49b, 5x4, 4x6) and
Marcus Stoinis (59; 29D, 9x4, 2x6
paced them to the target and a 100
percent winning record in the group
with two balls to spare. Tim David's

job to lift Australia to 186 for five.

But he required a generous slice
of luck when dropped at deep mid-
wicket before finishing off the
match with a huge six in the same
direction off the next ball from
seamer Brad Wheal.

That result also eliminated Scot-
land and allowed title-holders Eng-

Marcus Stoinis
in action against

unbeaten 24 off 14 balls finished the Sc°Hand

land, who beat Namibia by 41 runs
earlier in the day in a rain-affected
match in Antigua, to qualify for the
Super Eight alongside Australia.

Earlier, Brandon Mc Mullen led
the Scottish effort with a topscore of
60 off 34 balls after they were put in.
His ultra-aggression, and support

GALLERY

India women end
fifth, men sixth

India women finished fifth
and their men counterparts
sixth in the Asian Team
Squash Championships which
concluded in Dalian, China, on
Sunday. The Indian women's
side beat lran 2-0 in the

Pradip Datta

match to decide the fifth and
sixth positions with Rathika
Suthanthira Seelan and Pooja
Arthi Raghu scoring
comfortable wins. However,
the men’'s team lost to South
Korea 1-2.

Midnapore Wizard's Priyanshu
Srivastava during his unbeaten
knock of 54 against Kolkata
Tigers in a Bengal Pro T20 League
match on Sunday. Wizards won
by 9 wickets. Smashers Malda
also won. Murshidabad Kueens

and Rarh Tigers were victorious

Lovlina clinches silver:

in the women's event

Lovlina Borgohain lost to
China's Li Qian to settle for a
silver medal in the women's
75kg contest at the Grand Prix
Usti nad Labem boxing
tournament in the Czech
Republic. Lovlina lost by a 2-3
split verdict in her final bout
against the Asian Games
champion on Saturday.

Diksha tied third: India's
Diksha Dagar returned an
even par 72 in the second
round of the Ladies Italian
Open golf tournament to be
tied third at 5-under 139 in
Rome. Diksha is two shots
behind leader England's Amy
Taylor (70-67) who is 7-under.

Andy Murray named for
fifth Olympics: Andy
Murray was on Sunday
named as one of the four
British singles players for the
Paris Olympics, which will be
his fifth Summer Games.
Murray was granted an ITF
place to compete at the
French Open at Roland Garros
despite his lowly singles
ranking of 97 due to being a
former Grand Slam winner
and Olympic gold medallist.

ACTION TODAY

CRICKET: ICC T20 WC,
Bangladesh vs Nepal, 5 am;
SLvs Ned, 6 am; NZ vs PNG, 8
pm (Star Sports)
FOOTBALL: Euro 2024,
Romania vs Ukraine, 6.30 pm;
Belgium vs Slovakia, 9.30 pm;
Austria vs France, 12.30 am
Tuesday (Sony Sports)
TENNIS: Halle Open, 3.30 pm;
ATP-500 London, 8 pm
(Eurosport)

from opener George Munsey (35) in
an 89-run second-wicket partmership,
pushed the scoring rate up to ten runs
per over. However Australia were able
to regain a measure of containment
when McMullen fell to leg-spinner
Adam Zampa in the 12th over.
Despite a battling unbeaten 42

four overs.

from skipper Richie Berrington,
only 69 runs came off the last 52
balls of the innings when Scotland
would have been looking to put up a
total in excess of 200,

Glenn Maxwell's off-spin earned
him the best figures of two for 44
although Zampa was the most eco-
nomical, conceding 30 runs off his

A team that prides itself on im-
peccable fielding and catching, Aus-
tralia fell awayv from that high stand-
ard with six chances, of varving
degrees of difficulty, being put down
by the 2021 champions.

Brook boost for England

Anything other than win would
have seen England knocked out and
they were left fearing an early exit
when rain delayed the scheduled
start by three hours. England, in a
match eventually reduced to 10 overs
per side, collapsed to 13-2 after losing

the toss.

But a stand of 56 between the
Yorkshire duo of Harry Brook (47
not out off 20 balls) and Jonnvy
Bairstow (31) helped take them to a
total of 122-5.

Namibia were left with a target
of 126 under the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern method for rain-interrupted

matches. But they were never up

with the required run-rate against
England’s new-ball duo of Reece To-
pley (0-6 in two overs) and Jofra
Archer (1-15), with the non-Test na-
tion finishing on 84-3.

BRIEF SCORES: Scotland 180/5

(McMullen 60, Berrington 42 n.o,

Munsey 35; Maxwell 2-44) lost to
Australia 186/5 in 19.4 overs (Head 68,
Stoinis 59, David 24 n.o; Watt 2-34,
Sharif 2-42).

England 122/5in 10 overs (Brook 47 n.o,
Bairstow 31; Trumpelmann 2-31) bt
Mamibia 84,/3 in 10 overs (Van Lingen
33, Wiese 27). AceNcIES

Bhajan wins gold and Oly quota place

Archiman.Bhaduri
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Unheralded Bhajan
Kaur earned India a Olvmpic
quota place in the women’s re-
curvearchery by winning gold
in the final Olympic Qualifier
tournament in Antalva, Tur-
kev on Sunday.

ARCHERY QUALIFIER

Her teammate Ankita Bha-
kat too was eligible for the quo-
ta place when the Kolkata-
born archer made the quarter-
finals, but the single berth on
offer in the event finally went
to Kaur as she fared better
than Bhakat.

Bryson moves 3 shots clear

India, who
missed out on
team quota
| places in both
i men’s and wo-
men’'s catego-
ries earlier in
the competition, will thus ma-
ke it to the mixed team event
too in Paris as Dhiraj Bomma-
devara had already won a
men's quota place,

However, all eves will be on
the world rankings position af-
ter the World Cup Stage I
event in Antalya, which will
determine whether the Indian
archers will manage to win te-
am quota places.

Harvana girl Kaur, who qu-

alified third in the ranking ro-
und, received byes in both first
and second rounds. In the
third round, the 18-year-old be-
at Urantungalag Bishindee of
Mongoliag-2(29-27, 28-26, 26-29,
27-24) and then went on to beat
Urska Cavicof Slovenia 7-3(28-
22 29-18, 28-28, 26-27, 27-24) in
the pre-quarters. In the last-
eight stage, Kaur breezed past
Poland’s Poland’s Wioleta
Myszor 60 (29-27, 27-24, 30-28)
and humbled Moldovan Alex-
andra Mirca6-2(28-27,28-27,26-
27, 27-26) to setup the gold-med-
almatchagainst Fallahof [ran
where she prevailed 6-2 (28-26.
20-29 20-26, 29-20),

Earlier, ninth seed Bhakat,

after getting a bye in the first
round, scored 6-4 (24-28, 25-25,
28-20,25-25, 27-25)and 7-3(28-25,
25-27, 27-27, 28-25, 26-25) victori-
es over Israel’s Shelley Hilton
and Mikaella Moshe in the se-
cond and third rounds, respec-
tively Bhakattooensuredaqu-
ota place by beating Gabrielle
Monica Bidaure of the Philip-
pines 6-0 (26-23, 28-22, 28-23) in
the fourth round before going
down to Mobina Fallah of Iran
4-6 (27-27, 27-28, 29-27, 27-27, 28-
29) in the quarters.

Ace archer Deepika Kuma-
ri, however, crashed out, going
down to Azerbaijan’s Yavlagul
Ramazanova 4-6 in the third ro-
und after leading 4-0.

Wiese retires from

Pinehurst (USA): Bryson DeChambean
brushed off hip issuestomove threeshots
clearatthetopof the US Open third round
leaderboard on Saturday, setting up a po-
tential mouth-watering showdown with
world number three Rory Mcllroy.

On another steamy afternoon at Pine-
hurst Resort in North Carolina, DeCham-
beau recovered from an early bogey and
troublesome hip that required treatment
mid-round to returnathree-underg7 tole-
ad Frenchman Matthieu Pavon (64), Pat-
rick Cantlay (7T0)and Mcllrov (69) by three.

Sitting a further two back and five off
the pace are Japan's Hideki Matsuyama
(70 and young Swede Ludvig Aberg (73),

who had held a one shot lead after the se-
cond round.

DeChambeau will be partnered with
Pavon for Sunday's final round but it is
Mellroy, paired with Cantlay, who he will
share the spotlight with as the former-US
Open winners and two of golf's most intri-
guing figures grapple for the trophy.

Mellroy, bidding to end a decade-long
major drought, may be one of golf's most
popular figures but the big-hitting De-
Chambeau has evolved into one of the
most entertaining and has enjoyed the
backing of huge crowds at Pinehurst.

DeChambeau broke away from the le-
ading pack with a birdie at the 10th but on
hisway tothellth wasstretched outon the
ground having work doneon hiship. arp

Bryson DeChambeau of USA exults after
sinking a birdie in Pinehurst on Saturday

international cricket

North Sound (Antigua): Na-
mibia allrounder David Wiese
has retired from international
cricket after his teams final T20
World Cup group stage maitch
against England on Sunday:

Namibia's campaign ended
after their third group stage
loss on Sunday to defending
champion England. Their
only win in the tournament
came against Oman.

After Wiese was dismissed
in the final over of Namibia's
chase, he raised his helmet and
bat to the crowd as he walked
off before being greeted by his
teammates at the dugout.

“The next T20 World Cup is
still two vears away, I'm 39
yvears old now, so in terms of
international cricket, I don't

know if
there's
much
left in
me,"”
Wiese
said later.
Wiese,
who usually
bats in the middle order, was
promoted up the order to no.
3, smashed two sixes and a
four in successive Adil Rashid
in his 27 off 12 innings.
Originally from South Af-
rica, Wiese has played in three
consecutive T20 World Cups for
Namibia. Wiese made his T201
debut for South Africa in 2013
and his ODI debut in 2015. He
also represented the Proteas in

the 2016 T20 World Cup. ians

Smriti hits a century
as India drub SA

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Smriti Mandha-
na’s 26-month wait for hersixth
ODI ton ended on Sunday as
she spearheaded India’s char-
op against South Africa women
in the opening match at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium here.

The southpaw, whose pre-
vious ODI hundred came aga-
inst West Indies at the World
Cup in March 2022, was the
standout performer in the
crushing 143-run win which
helped the hosts take 1-0 lead in
the three-match series,

On the back of Smriti's 117
(127b, 12x4, 1x6) and lower-order
contributions from Deepti
Sharma (37) and Pooja Vastra-
kar (31 n.o), India scored 265/8
in their 50 overs after Ava-
bonga Khaka's three-fer.

Debutant Asha Sobhana al-
s0 joined the party, scalping fo-
ur wickets with her flight and
spin to dismiss the visitors for
122 runs. The leg-spinner’s first
wicket was Marizanne Kapp
(24) in the 22 gver before she
bagged the last three South
African wickets to complete
therout in stvle.

Smriti'steammates in the pa-
vilion gave her a standing ova-
tion as she raised her bat to cele-
brate the century in the 43" over:
Brief scores: [ndia women 265/8
in 50 overs (Smriti Mandhana 17,
Deepti Sharma 37: Ayabonga Khaka

IANS

Smriti Mandhana celebrates hEr
century against South Africa in
Bengaluru on Sunday

70 5 Smriti
Mandhana
completed 7000 runsin
international cricket to
become the second Indian
player after Mithali Raj to
accomplish the feat across
formats inwomen's cricket.
4 /2 AshaSobhana
has becomethe
third Indian player to
produce a four-wicket haul
ondebut in Women's ODls,
joining Purnima Choudhary,

Amanjot Kaur
— Rajesh Kumar

3-47 Masabata Klaas 2-51). South
Africa women 122 all out in 374
overs (Sune Luus 33, Marizanne Ka-
ap 24, Sinalo Jafta 27n.0; Deepti 2-
10, Asha Sobhana 4-21). India
women won by 143 runs.
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MY WIFE WAS VERY, VERY HAPPY FOR ME TO BE
HERE. ON SATURDAY IT WAS HER BIRTHDAY AND WE
WOULD HAVE BEEN IN SPAIN. IT THEN CAME
DIFFERENTLY. MY FIRST CONTACT WITH THE COACH

=—EMRE CAN

WAS ON WEDNESDAY. | MISSED HIS FIRST CALL."

GERMANY MIDFIELDER

BENCH PRESS

Hamburg: Modern-day football
sometimes shuns the strapping cen-
tre forward but Netherlands super-
sitb Wout Weghorst came off the
bench to spare their blushes on Sun-
day and show the value of a number
nine with a killer instinet in a 2-1
Euro 2024 win over Poland.

There was no question that the
Dutch were the dominant side
against a Polish outfit who were per-
fectly happy to sit and wait for their
moments,

Yet goals win games and if the
Netherlands are to go far at the tour-
nament they will need to sharpen
their knives after a largely wasteful
display in Hamburg.

The Dutch started the game with
a dynamic front three of Cody Gak-
po, Memphis Depay and Xavi Si-
mons who were full of running
and creative interplay, carving
apart the Poles and creating
chance after chance. They had
64% of possession and 20 shots
on goal but apart from Gakpo's
deflected effort in the 29th min-
ute to level the scores, the opportuni-
ties came and went,

As the Netherlands’ hopes of
opening their Group D campaign
with a victory started to fade, boss
Ronald Koeman summoned Weg-
horst off the bench in the 81st min-
ute, one of a number of changes he
made as he looked to shift the dial
in their favour. Two minutes later,
the Netherlands had the lead as Weg-
horst latched on to Nathan Ake's
pass and rifled the ball into the back
of the net left-footed.

Weghorst, who came on with the
Dutch trailing 2-0 to Argentina at the
2022 World Cup to score twice, has

POLAND

Buksa 16

¥ ol e

.ill‘L'

NETHERLANDS 2| *.J

Gakpo 29 Weghorst 83

netted with his past three shots at
major tournaments.

And underlining his super-sub
credentials, it was the third con-
secutive game in which he has come
off the bench to score for the Dutch.

“A real No.9 knows exactly where
he needs to be to get those sort of
goals,” said former Netherlands
striker and Dutch TV analyst Pierre
van Hooljdonk.

Those who have followed Weg-
horst’s club career would be forgiven
for thinking they are watching a dif-
ferent player from the version who
lines up for the Dutch.

He scored no goals in 17 league

games during a dismal loan spell at
Manchester United last season,
while this campaign he has scored
seven in 28 games for his loan club
Hoffenheim in the Bundesliga, He
has bagged the same number for the
Dutch this season in 11 appearances.

While the victory was deserved,
Poland can take some solace from a
competitive display when many had
been predicting a more comprehen-
sive defeat. There was some trepida-
tion among Polish fans after they
scraped into the tournament
through the playoffs following a woe-
ful qualifying campaign, even if
their recent form had shown more

FINISH LINE: Wout
Weghorst (9) does
the jobfor the
Netheriands

promise.

With record scorer Robert Le-
wandowski, who boasts a remarka-
ble 82 goals in 150 internationals,
sidelined through injury, it was al-
ways going to be an uphill task.

There are occasions when losing
yvour best playver can be a blessing in
disguise, as a team that has become
overly reliant on an individual’s bril-
liance is forced into a rethink.

In came Adam Buksa to lead the
line, a big man to replace a big star
and not only did the 1.93-metre strik-
er open the scoring for the Poles but
his all-round game gave the Dutch
defence headaches. reuters

STATS THE WAY

Weghorst takes the pole: Supersub
Scores Late Again In Netherlands’ 2-1
Win Over A Defiant Poland Team

12 Goal attempts

7 On target

33% Possession

293 Passes

78% Pass accuracy

10 Fouls

0 Yellow cards

0 Red Cards

4
67%
583
88%
8
1
0
0

2 Offsides

WE SHOULD HAVE MADE
MORE USE OF OUR
OPPORTUNITIES. WE HAVE TO
GIVE A HUG TO WOUT. ALL THE
SUBS PERFORMED GREAT TODAY."

= Cody Gakpo, DuTCH GOALSCORER

| TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO
EACH PLAYER THE
POSSIBILITY FOR STARTING OR
COMING ON THE FIELD IN THE
SECOND HALF WHEN WE MIGHT
NEED A DIFFERENT APPROACH.
AND WOUT WAS A LITTLE UPSET.
THAT'S A GREAT MENTALITY
FROM THE PLAYER."

—Ronald Koeman, pytcH coacH

TONIGHT’S TUSSLES
Group E

Romania vs Ukraine 6.30pm

Belgium vs Slovakia 9.30pm

Group D
France vs Austria 12.30am

Live on Sony Sports Network

Deschamps eyes a ton of triumphs

Hamburg: After a shock last 16 exit from
Euro 2020 and finishing runners-up as hosts
in 2016, France can do themselves a big
favour with a decisive win against an in-
form Austria on Monday to stamp

their authority on the tourna-
ment early on,

When coach Didier Des-
champs takes to the dugout
on Monday for France's
European Championship
opener, it will be an op-
portunity to register a
phenomenal 100th win
in charge of the team.

The 55-year-old is by
some margin the most ex-
perienced coach at the tour-
nament in Germany, with 2
his almost 12 yvears in
charge of Les Bleus, and
brings with him impres-
sive credentials as a
player too. A

Monday's Group .
[} match in Dues- Y
seldorf marks i, 8
Deschamps’s
154th game as
French coach
with 99
wins, 30

. rance captain Kylian Mbappe declared himself
1 “against extremes and divisive ideas” when
asked about crucial upcoming legislative elections

in the country, “We are a generation that can make

for Les Bleus to not be politicised.

MBAPPE AGAINST ‘DIVISIVE IDEAS’ || AUSTRIA VS FRANCE
EVEN AS OFFICIALS URGE RESPECT || Dusseidort Arena
FOR TEAM'S NEUTRALITY HEAD TO HEAD (25 games)

TISTHIA WON9 DRAW3

a difference. We see the extremes are knocking on FRANCE WON 13
the door of power and we have the opportunity to
shape our country’s future,” he said. FORM GUIDE
The striker also defended comments made by AUSTRIA
his teammate Marcus Thuram, saying he *had not :
gone too far” in calling on the country “to ﬁght every B W (W [ W | W
day to stop™ the far-right National Rally winning the FRANCE
B, elections. France's football federation has called for
the national team’s neutrality to be respected and DI WI|W I. D

& e vep | the game tomorrow.

. (The political)

" never-before-seen
e event."—Mbappe

(most recent first)

N situation is even
. more important than

. One does not impede
', the other, not at ail.
~ We know thatitisa
© pivotal moment for
" French history, thisis a

2024

draws and 24 losses in a glory-filled career,
where consistency and calmness have been
his hallmarks. He has been coach of his
side more than three yvears longer than the
next most experienced manager at Euro
— England’s Gareth Southgate.
There is the possibility in Germany
for him to become the first to win the
World Cup and the Euros as both a play-
er and a coach but that is not something
he said he was concerned about. acencies

Frankfurt: Romelu Lukaku cut a
disbelieving figure after missing a
succession of chances in Belgium's
(-0 draw with Croatia that sealed an
early exit from the 2022 World Cup,
but returns to the big stage at the
European Championship hoping to
banish those memories.

A half-fit Lukaku managed 53 min-
utes across Belgium’s three games in
Qatar and was not at fault for their
disastrous group-stage campaign, but
it was a low point for the 31-vear-old.
He will lead the line against Slovakia
in Belgium's Group E opener in Frank-
furt on Monday having scored 17 goals

21 B

LUKAKU

in 11 national team appearances since
the World Cup.

Rejuvenated Belgium hope to ban-
ish the memories of a dismal World
Cup campaign and extend a 15-match
unbeaten run in their European Cham-

pionship Group E opener. The coun-
trv’s golden generation were tarnished
by a first-round exit in Qatar but, with
several fresh faces in the team and
some new energy, Belgium have been
unbeaten since coach Domenico Te-
desco took over in February last vear.

If thev keep cool heads in the chang-

ing room and their key playvers remain
mjury-free, then anvthing is possible.
Belgium have kept clean sheets in 10 of
their 15 games and have scored 33 goals,

with Romelu Lukaku, Kevin De Bruyne
and Jan Vertonghen the old heads

among young talents Jeremy Doku,
Johan Bakayoko and Amadou Onana.

BELGIUM VS SLOVAKIA
Frankfurt Arena

HEAD TO HEAD ( 3 games)
BELGIUM WON 1

SLOVAKIA WON 0

FORM GUIDE
BELGIUM

W | W
SLOVAKIA

WWD“W

{(most recent first)

DD | W

Romania face
tough test
against Ukraine

Munich: While Romania eruised
through the qualifying stages and
topped their group, they face a
stern test in their return to the
European Championship finals
after eight years when they take
on an experienced and motivated
Ukraine side on Monday.

Ukraine, making their fourth
straight Euros appearance, have a
talented squad with players such
as Chelsea winger Mvkhailo
Mudrvk and have a fierce desire to
put on a performance to give sup-
porters facing war at home some-
thing to cheer.

With manager Serhiv Rebrov's
side appearing in their first major
tournament since Russia's full-
scale invasion in 2022, the former
player underlined the importance
of their opening Group E clash at
the Munich Football Arena.

“I see a lot of kids supporting us
when we play and it definitely gives
our players exira motivation,” Re-
brov said. “Wherever we play we
feel the support of all Ukrainians
for whom football 1s a source of
positive emotion.”

ROMANIA VS UKRAINE

Munich Football Arena

HEAD TO HEAD ( s games)
ROM WON 3 l—‘mw 1

UKRAINE WON 2
FORM GUIDE
ROMANIA
p|D D|w
UKRAINE
O . DO

(most recent first)

Mean boys: Spalleti wants upped ante agalnst Spam

Holders Italy Come Back Stronc
After Early Albania Shock

Dortmund: Italy must be meaner and more
direct when they face Spain, though they may
get more attacking opportunities, coach Luciano
Spalletti said after his side’s 2-1 win over Albania

at Euro 2024 on Saturday.

Having conceded inside 23 seconds, defending
champions [taly were ahead after 16 minutes and
Iimited Albania to very few chances until a fran-
tic finish as their opponents pushed forr an un-
likely equaliser, Spalletti said his team had
showed character to recover from the early
deficit and displaved a togetherness that will

serve ltaly well if thev progress be-
vond the group stage. “'We switched off
but we need to appreciate the desire to
trv and go and play football even when
the going got tough,™ he said.
Spalletti, who appeared frustrated

during the second half, was clear Italy needed to
improve, not least on Thursday against Spain
who blew Croatia away 3-0 on Saturday, “There
are a number of things we still have to improve
because we thought we were better than we were
in too many situations,” he said. “We need to be

Group B: ITALY 2
(Bastoni 11, Barella
16) ALBANIA 1
(Bajrami 1)

hurt the opposition ...

meaner, neat and tidy in the way we build things
up, vou free up a man but then you need to goand
we thought we were bril-
liant at just Keeping possession.”

But Spalletti suggested Spain’s strengths could
also play into Italy’s hands. “We need to move the

the It ¥5 287

Lol s

3

NO DOUBT! Italy

celebrate Barella's
winner on Saturday

Euros, youngest since 1988

ball a bit more quickly, because we did so badly
on occasions tonight, but against Spain there will
be (chances) to play the ball forward more,” he
gaid. “Because they tend to be more aggressive
in their press, there might be greater scope to
actually play in behind their defensive line.”

Average
age of
tarting Imeup at

FASTEST GOALS
IN EURO HISTORY
0. 2 3 Nedim Bajrami (Italy 2-1 Albania,

15/06/2024, group stage)

1:0

Dmitri Kirichenko (Russia 2-1
Greece, 20/06/2004, group stage)

I.ZZEmi[ Forsherg (Sweden 3-2 Poland,

23/06/21, group stage)

1-391155::! Poulsen (Denmark 1-2

Belgium, 17/06/2021, group stage)

1:4

pens, 30/06/2016, quarter-final)

Robert Lewandowski (Poland 1-1
Portugal, aet, Portugal win 5-3 on

Mubarak!

STANDINGS: GROUP A
TEAMS | P |W|[D|L|GD|Pt

Eid al-adha

fortune

chakki fresh atta

STANDINGS: GROUP B
TEAMS | P |W |D|L|GD|Pt

Ger 1{1(0(0| 4|3 ||Spain |1|1|0|0| 3|3
Swi 1110|023 Italy 11 1L0]10] 1 |:3
Hun 1|0[{0|1|=-2]|0]]|Alb 1|0(0|1(-1]0
Sco 110(0(1|-4]|0]||Cro 1|0|011]|-3]0

Slovenia spoil
Eriksen’s fairytale
Euro return

Midfielder Scores
Three Years after
His Onfield Collapse

Stuttgart: Denmark captain
Christian Eriksen marked a
memaorable return to the Eu-
ropean Championship three
yvears after suffering a cardiac
arrest at the previous edition
of the tournament, scoring
the goal that secured a 1-1
draw with Slovenia in their
Group C opener on Sunday,

Group C: SLOVENIA 1 (Janza 77)
DENMARK 1 (Eriksen 17)

all of their set pieces while
also scoring a 17th minute
goal that handed the Danes the
lead in a performance that
will go a long way in silencing
the eritics.

Were it not for his team
mates’ sloppy finish, he could
have added an assist or two to
his match stats.

Only a few months ago this
seemed a very unlikely sce-
nario. “The Christian Eriksen
we all know, he is no longer
there., Christian Eriksen
doesn’t play football any-
more,” former Denmark and
Real Madrid player Thomas
Gravesen said in his scathing

BERIGHT BACK; Christian

Eriksen scores the

opening goal :

The 32-yvear-old missed his
team’s run to the semi-final in
2021 after his shock on-pitch
collapse in the opening match
against Finland. On Sunday
he did not waste any time fo
put the trauma of that game
behind him as he played his
first Euro game since then.

In a textbook playvmaking
performance, especially in a
strong Danish first half, Erik-
sen orchestrated their game
and set a quick early pace as
per the orders of coach Kasper
Hjulmand who fielded two
strikers. He delivered almost

criticism of the international.

“Christian Eriksen sits on
the bench and watches foot-
ball. Christian Eriksen as we
know him, he is no more.”

Eriksen was coming off a
disappointing season with
Manchester United that saw
him earn little playing time
under coach Eric ten Haag.
That was hardly the run-up he
needed for a major tournament.
Many fans back home were sur-
prised that Hjulmand had kept
faith with him, while others
were certain the midfielder was
well past his best. reuters

Fans lay wreaths
at Dachau site for
Nazi v1ct1rns

Cologne: Fans from Scotland,
Ukraine, Germany, Israel and
other nations laid wreaths at
the Dachau Concentration
Camp Memorial Site on Satur-
day to commemorate victims
of the Nazis, vowing “never
again” and to use football asa
force to unite people.

The group toured the camp
and heard how the Nazis had
persecuted Jewish footballers
and coaches, forced prisoners
to play soccer for propaganda
before banning it, then allowed
only some inmates to play un-
der the camp's hierarchy of
privileges for different catego-
ries of prisoner. Fans also
heard the children of former
camp victims tell their par-
ents’ stories, walked in proces-
sion with a Scottish bagpiper.

Dachau is half an hour's
drive from Munich's football
stadium, where Euro 2024 be-
gan on Friday It was one of
the first concentration camps
to be set up by the Nazis,
weeks after Adolf Hitler took
power in January, 1933.

“It 1= a sombre place. You
walk in and it is an uncomfort-
able feeling. But [ think this
sort of service is important to
remember what happened, to

make sure we learn from mis-

takes... it has opened our
minds to a lot of things,” said
Cole Cattanach, 21, a Scottish
student from Falkirk, travel-
ling through Germany to sup-
port the Scotland team.
Andreas Erbel, represent-
ing German football fans, said
he came to the commemora-
tion to help protect democracy.
“I wanted to show that there
is also a counterweight to the
move to the right across Europe,
that there are more people...
who are open to the world.”
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