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Supersup Wout
Weghorst scores late to
give the Netherlands a
narrow win over Poland
in a Euro 2024 match

PM Modi extends his greetings to Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu on Eid Al-Adha.
Notably, the frosty relations between India &
the Maldives has witnessed an apparent thaw

Smiiti’s ton gives :
India 143-run win
over SAin1st ODI :

‘mriti Mandhana struck

a127-ball 117 to power In-
dia women to a 143-run win
againsl South Africa wom-
'l en in the first
ODI at the M
Chinnaswamy
Stadium in
Bengaluru on
Sunday. After
Indialost five wickets for9s,
Smriti steadied the ship to
take her team to 265/8 in 30
overs. Debutant Asha Sob-
hana also made merry
scalping four wickets to
bundle out the visitors for
122 in 37.4 overs and help In-
dia take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series. Mand-
hana also became second-
highest int'l run-scorer
(7,000-mark) for India in
women's cricket. P13
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Man claims plot
to kill Yogi, held

_-\11 Allahabad driver who
A\ posted a message on so-
cial media saving a Kanpur
police SIcould get Uttar Pra-
desh CM Yogi murdered,
was arrested. The SI had
lodged a complaint alleging
threat, verbal abuse and def-
amation by the accused. Tun

Paytm in Zomato
talks for movie biz

] yaytm is in  advanced
stages of discussion to
sell its movie and events tick-
eting business to Zomato,
sourcestold TOIL Thedeal, if
finalised, could wvalue the
business vertical of Paytm
atclose to Rs 2,000 crore. P11
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Bihar ASI seriously
hurt by sand mafia

n ASI suffered grave in-

juries after being hit by
a tractor ferrying illegally
mined sand in Laund village
in Bihar's Nawada on Sun-
dav. He had tried to stop the
vehicle but the driver knock-
ed himdown and fled. P5

Raj man held for

‘plot’ to kill Salman

nthedrd case of death thre-

at against Salman Khan
this year, Mumbail crime
branch has arrested a Ra-
jasthan man on criminal in-
timidation charges for alle-
gedly uploadinga video thre-
atening to kill the actor. P5

3 killed in gelatin
explosion in Maha

‘hree workers died and

another suffered serio-
us injuries in a gelatin ex-
plozion while thev were dig-
ging a well on Saturday eve-
ning at Takli Kadevalit vil-
lage of Maharashtra's
Ahmednagar district.

after Muizzu attended Modi's swearing in

EVMS can be hacked: Musk, CM defends fuel price hike;
“oppn parties to protest today

Rahul, Akhilesh
Join In, Doubt
EVM Security

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Electronic voting
machines (EVMs) were again
in focus with Elon Musk, the
multi-billionaire founder of
Tesla and SpaceX, and former
Union IT minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar engagingina
debate on X after Musk sug-
gested eliminating the machi-
nes following reports of EVM
irregularities in Puerto Ri-
co’s primary elections.
Chandrasekhar, a former
MoS for electronics and IT,
strongly disagreed with
Musk and said it was a “huge
sweeping  generalisation”
that held no truth for the
EVMs used in India that are

‘Not in India: Ex-IT jr minister

'HAPPY TO RUN A TUTORIAL, ELON’

When well-known international
tech experts are flagging the
dangers of EVMs, what's
the reason behind this
adamance over its use,
BJP must clarify

We should eliminate EVMs. The risk of being
hacked by humans or Al, while small, is still too

high | eLoN MUSK ON X, RESPONDING TO POST BY US POLITICIAN ROBERT F
KENNEDY JR ALLEGING IRREGULARITIES IN PUERTO RICO'S PRIMARY ELECTIONS

Indian EVMSs are custom-designed, secure and isolated from any
network or media — no connectivity, no bluetooth, wifi, internet,
ie, there is no way in. Factory-programmed controllers that
cannot be reprogrammed... EVMs can be architected and
built right as India has done. We would be happy to run a
tutorial, Elon | RueeEy CHANDRASEKHAR, BIP'S FORMER UNION MINISTER

= AKHILESH YADAV, 5P CHIEF

D

A

EVMSs in India are a ‘black
box'...nobody's allowed to
scrutinise... Concerns
are being raised about f
transparency in

our electoral process
=—RAHUL GANDHI, CONG MP

standalone systems not con-
nected to the internet.

“We should eliminate
electronic voting machines.
The risk of being hacked by
humans or Al, while small, is
still toohigh,” Musk wrote on

X, sharing a post by Robert F
Kennedy Jr which cited me-
dia reports about hundreds
of voting irregularities rela-
ted to EVMs in Puerto Rico.

> hpplmah!e inUS,P5

After terror strlkes Shah reviews
scene; Jammu troop levels to go up

BOOST FOR VILLAGE DEF CDMMITTEES"’

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Jammu divi-
gion of J&K — which withes-
sed back-to-back terror attacks
in its Reasi, Kathua and Doda
districtslast week —issettoget
a bigboost in number of securi-
ty forces who will dominate the
mountain tops to tackle fresh
infiltration bids by terrorists
from Pakistan and comb its fo-
rested and undulating terrain
for terrorists holed up there
with an intent to create unrest
and communal flare-up among
the region’s mixed Hindu-Mus-
lim population.

At a review meeting chai-
red by him here on Sunday, ho-
me minister Amit Shah direc-
ted security agenciestouse “in-
novative means” and replicate
the successesachieved in Kash-
mir region over the past few ye-
ars — as reflected in the sharp
decline in terrorist attacks and
law and order-related incidents
in the traditional Valley hot-
beds, record flow of tourists

> HM Amit Shah
directs security
agencies to use
‘innovative methods’
& replicate successes
achieved in Kashmir

HM Amit :hah flanked I:|5. NSA Ajit Doval (L)

R GUDDEIEU RN 2 &K LG Manoj Sinha during a security meet
domination planand  ['vaqion shall include returning to force
zero-terrorplanin | gepioyment pattern of the '90s, resuming
the Jammu division | g intensifying counter-ops sector-wise and
> Sources tell TOI that | strengthening village defence committees
revised counter-terror | by refining their training & equipping
strategies for Jammu them with better weapons

and high voter turnouts in re-
cent Lok Sabha polls — by rol-
ling out an area domination
plan and zero-terror plan in the
Jammu division that seems to
be the new target of Pakistan-
based terror outfits.

shah, ina separate meeting,
also reviewed security and
other arrangements for the
Amarnath Yatra beginning Ju-
ne 29, Among measures stres-
sed by him to make the yatra se-
cure and hassle-free for devote-

es were tracking their move-
ment and that of yatra vehicles
through RFID tags, deplovment
of sufficient security person-
nel, proper sanitisation of yat-
ra routes, fortification of
camps and disaster prepared-
ness, Both meetings were atten-
ded by NSA Ajit Doval, JEK LG
Manoj Sinha and officials from
MHA, J&K, Army paramilita-
ry forces & intel agencies.

> In decisive phase, P 8
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Some NEET irregularities
at specific locations have
come to light, says Pradhan

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking a serious
view of the row over National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance

Test for admission to medical
colleges, education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Sunday said noone, including
officials of National Testing
Agency that conducts the ex-
ams, will be spared if irregu-
larities are found, and inter-
ests of all students who took
the test will be protected.

» Doctors, students, activists
lead fight against NEET,P 6

Govt 1s looking at reforms to
ensure that such problems do
notoccur infuture,

Pradhan, who took char-
ge of the key portfolio last
week, noted that “some irre-
gularities in NEET exam ha-
v come to light from some
specific locations” and assu-
red students that these will

not be tolerated.
oularities have cometolight in
two places. | assure students
and parents that govt has ta-
ken this seriously. Even if big
officials of NTA are found gu-
ilty, they will not be spared,”
Pradhan said,

| assure students and
parents that govt has
taken this (irregularities)
seriously. Even if big officials
of NTA are found quilty, they
will not be spared. A lot of
improvement is required in
NTA. Govt is concerned...

no culprit will be
spared, they will
get the harshest

punishment

=—DHARMENDRA
PRADHAN, UNION
EDUCATION
MINISTER

“Some irre-

> ‘None will be spared’, P 6

Tech gig economy grows, India
to have 23.5mn workers by 2030

Veena.Mani@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: As the demand
for remote work continues,
the gig workforce is emer-
ging as one of the levers for
enterprises to bridge the
tech talent demand-supply
gap. According toa Nasscom
Aonreport, India’s gig work-
force is projected to reach
23.5million by 2030 --upfrom
7million in 2021. This means
ogig workers will constitute
4.1% of thetotal workforce in
India by the 2029-30financial
vear, compared to1.5% in the
2021-22 fiscal vear:

Gig workers get paid from
$5 per hour for basic work,
while mid-level prompt engi-

TOP ROLES IN FUTURE

@ Software development

® Product development

@ Data analytics

e Al/Machine Learning

¢ Cloud computing

® Digital marketing

e Content management

® Sourcing and recruitment
® UI/UX design, data science

Source; Masscom Aon report

neers, prompt engineering
specialists, and senior Al eng-
ineers can make from $15 to
$400 per hour, respectively, de-
pending on the complexity of
the programmes.

The size of the global gig
economy was estimated to

generate a gross volume of
$455 billion by 2023, up from
$368 billion in 2021.

Covid hastransformed the
talent landscape, blurred bo-
undaries, and enabled firms
to tap into the gig talent pool.
Hiring gig workers provides
access to a larger talent base,
while saving on additional re-
cruiting costs. Anshuman
Chaubey a freelance techie
with five vears of experience,
exemplifies this trend. He be-
can taking up gig roles after
completing internship at an
MNC and now hasateamof fo-
ur developers assisting him
with the increased workload.

» 30% of job market, P 8

NCERT chief:
Riot lessons in
texts can create
‘violent citizens’

yejecting accusations of

\ saffronisation of the
school curriculum, NCERT
director Dinesh Prasad Sak-
lani has said that references
to the Gujarat riots and Ba-
bri Masjid demolition were
modified in school texthooks
to avoid creating “violent
and depressed citizens”.

The tweaks were part of
the annual revision process
and shouldn't trigger a row,
he said, adding, “Why sho-
uld we teach about riots in
school textbooks? We want
to create positive citizens...”

“Should we educate our
students in a way that makes
them offensive or creates so-
cietal hatred? Teaching abo-
ut riots at a young age is un-
necessary; they can learn
about these events as they
grow up,” he said, adding
there was no similar outcry
over the absence of the 1984
riots in textbooks. P5

EC junks report
of tampering at
Mumbai booth

s claims of illegal EVIM ac-
{ Yeess in Mumbai North:
West LS seat intensified, Mum-
bai suburban returning officer
(RO) Sunday issued a rebuttal
and sent notices to publica-
tions over reports on use of a
phone by a poll agent. EC and
RO Vandana Survavanshi cla-
rified that EVMs were standa-
lone devices and needed no
OTPs for unlocking, report
Prafulla Marpakwar & Ni-

» EDIT: EC, Talk Better

tasha Natu. Whilearelative of
Sena MP Ravindra Waikar has
been booked for illegal use of a
phone, cops said some media
outlets incorrectly said the
phone was used toaccess OTPs

foropening EVMs.P5

Speaker’s post
will be decided
by parties: Birla

New Delhi: Amid growing
speculation that the BJP lea-
dership may prefer his con-
tinuation as Lok Sabha spe-
aker, Om Birla Sunday said
the decision .

would be ma-
de by all politi-
cal parties, re-
I"n"la~

“Changes
should keep happening. But
[ am nobody to comment on
this. Speaker’'s post will be
decided by political parties
in the House,” he said.

Speculation about Birla
getting a second term as spe-
aker has gathered force
amid strong indications that
the constitutional position
will stay with BJPE the single
largest party in Lok Sabha
by a huge margin and, also,
that twoof itscrucial allies-
TDP and JIXU) - are com-
fortable with the idea.

H.andsn:aplng e:erciﬁe, P8 :

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A day after the
Karnataka govt effected a Rs
3 increase in motor fuel pri-
ces with immediate effect,
chief minister Siddaramai-
ah Sunday defended the de-
' cision fuelled
by the tax revi-
¥ sion amid ram-

N ped-up calls by
. the opposition
parties for a
statewide pro-
test starting on June 17 till
the hike is rolled back.

In a statement, Siddara-
maiah said fuel prices in
Karnataka—despiteraising
tax on petrol to 29.84% and
diesel to 18.44% — continue
to remain the lowest in the
entiresouth and “more affor-
dable” compared with BJP-
governed Gujarat and Mad-
hya Pradesh.

“We remain steadfast in
our commitment to maintai-
ning reasonable fuel priees

WILL IMPACT FOOD TO TRAVEL

> Truckers Sunday said fuel

transport of essential
commodities like of milk,
vegetables, fruits and
operation of taxis and cabs

> Truck operators to meet on
Tuesday to draw up next step

» Govt claimed inter-state
losses influenced the decision
to revise motor fuel prices

price hike to negatively impact |

| »CM's economic adviser
Basavaraj Rayareddy said
petrol, diesel are still the

. cheapest in the entire south;
' hence people from
neighbouring states sneak

. in and tank up

- » This was impacting neigh-
bours' revenue collection

. through fuel sales, forcing
Karnataka to revise prices

for ourcitizens,” he said.
The CM accused BJP of
reducing tax on petrol and
diesel atthestate level, while
increasing central taxes du-
ring the party's ‘double-engi-
ne govt’ regime from 2019 to
2023. "This calculated mani-
pulation resulted indiminis-
hed revenue for Karnataka,
while the central govt recei-
ved more for its coffers, the-
reby deceiving Kannadi-
oas,” he claimed.
ﬁeeﬂrding to the state-

ment, the excise duty on pet-
roland diesel reached record
highsof Rs32.98 and Rs31.83,
respectively, in May 2020 du-
ring the BJP govt's tenure.
Despite subsequent reduc-
tions, the current central ex-
cise duty stands at Rs 19.9on
petrol and Rs15.8 on diesel.

Siddaramaiah urged the
Union govt to reduce these
taxes for the benefit of the
people,

> Tax reng needed, P 4

Russia not at Ukraine meet India
refrains from signing communique

NOT MUCH SUPPORT FROM GLOBAL SOUTH

Sachin.Parashar@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The issue of
Russia's absence loomed lar-
ge at the peace summit in
Switzerland, as India joined
over a dozen countries in not
signing a joint communique
thatdeclared any peaceagre-
ement must be based on Uk-
raine’s territorial integrity.
India backed out sayving abi-
ding peace wasn't possiblein
the absence of options ac-
ceptable to both sides, as the
summit also could not elicit
the kind of support Ukraine
was hoping for from the Glo-
bal South.

Among others who did
not back the communique,
which wasendorsed by 84 co-
untries and organisations
out of the 100 that participa-
ted, were important Indian
BRICS partners like UAE,
Brazil and South Africa,
apart from countries like In-
donesiaand Thailand.

» ‘Respect for territorial can lead to abiding peace,

integrity and sovereignty can says MEA secretary (west)

serve as a basis for achieving | Pavan Kapoor, who led the

comprehensive, lasting peace | Indian delegation

in Ukraine', says communique | » yndia’s position in line

» Endorsed by 84 countries with stand taken by China,

and organisations out of the | which boycotted the summit

100 that participated > Summit could not elicit

» India didn't associate with | the kind of support that

communique as only options | Ukraine was hoping for

acceptable to both parties from the Global South

Given the efforts to keep cument emerging from this

Russia out and Moscow's summit, MEA secretary

own reservations about the
summit, India was repre-
sented, as reported by TOI
Saturday andearlier, by ase-
cretary-level official at the
two-day summit that ended
on Sunday.

India never considered
participation at the highest
or even ministerial level.

Justifying India’s deci-
sion to not associate itself
with any cnmmuniquefdn-

Ist Modi 3. 0 budget to eye ]ob creatlon by
expanding PLI scheme, focus on MSMEs

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Steps to boost
jobs by expanding the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive
scheme to furniture, tovs, fo-
otwear and more segments
of textiles, alongwithafocus
on MSMEs, while increasing
income levels of women and
boosting infrastructure are
expected tobeamongthe key

> FM to meet farmers,
economists this week, P 6

thrust areas of the Modi
govt'sfirstbudget initsthird
term with several of theissu-
es also being part of govt's
100-day agenda that will feed
into the targets for 2030.
Besides, the finance mi-
nistry is looking at sops for
the middle class, which may
not necessarily be limited to
options around tax conces-
sions but may extend to in-
terest rate subsidies for hou-
sing loans and other measu-
res. These are prelim'nmry

MIDDLE CLASS S0PS?

» FM looks at sops for the
middle class, which may not
be limited to tax concessions
but may extend to interest
rate subsidies for home loans

» Multiple suggestions to
raise income levels for wormen

» In case of infrastructure,
govt is keen to continue with

the thrust on public spending

Expand base, avoid
super rich tax: Cll

TC chairman and mana-

ging Sanjiv Puri,. who took
over as the new Cll president
during Lok Sabha elections,
in an interview to TOI, emp-
hasised theneed towidenthe
tax base, while rejecting hig-
her levies on the super rich
and backed a three-slab GST
structure. P11

areas of emphasis, some flo-
wingfrom theelection outco-
me, with detailed consulta-
tions yet to begin given that
ministers took charge last
week and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was travel-
ling, sources familiar with
the deliberations told TOI.
The pre-budget consulta-
tions are to begin this week,
but a lot of groundwork has
already been done by otfici-
als, who were tasked by Modi
to prepare the lﬂﬂ-day plan.

Between Wednesday and Ju-
ne 25, the finance minister,
Nirmala Sitharaman, is sla-
ted to meet economists, farm
sector exports, market parti-
cipants, bankers and labour
unions, among others.
Besides, on Saturday, she
will meet state finance mini-
sters to seek their inputs on
the budget, before joining
them for the GST Council
meeting in the afternoon.

» Public Sp-Ending, PG

(west) Pavan Kapoor, who
led the Indian delegation,
said in India's view, only
those options acceptable to
both parties could lead to
abiding peace; “In line with
this approach, we have deci-
ded to not associate with the
joint communique or any
other document emerging
from the summit.”

> Will remain engager.i, P8

Vlllagers in

Maoist dens
vow to keep
guerrillas out

Nagpur: Seven tribal ham-
lets along the Maharashtra-
Chhattisgarh border have
volunteered to shut out ar-
med Maoists for good, going
from layving booby traps for
goviforcesattheguerrillas’
behest barely two months
ago to braving the fear of a
backlash to extricate them-
selves from the strangle-
hold of four decades of in-
doctrination, reports Sou-
mitra Bose.

Paraynar, Nelgunda,
Kucher, Kawande, Gonge-
wada, Midadapalli and Ma-
hakapadi in Bhamragarh
taluka sit at the foothills of
Abujmarh on the Maha-
rashtra-Chhattisgarh bor-
der, housing the headqguar-
ters of the proscribed Peo-
ple’s Liberation Guerrilla
Army (PLGA).

> Fearin wllagErs, P8

“Fan flooded Pavithrawith  BBMP shuts 8 gamlng Zones

lewd messages for a week’

] amakshipalya police ha-
\. vefound that actor Dars-

han'sfan Renukaswamy had
flooded his icon's girl- | =
friend, Pavithra Gow-
da, for a week before
he was brutally be-
atentodeathonJuneg

over his posts, re-
ports Chaithanva
Swamy HM.

An annoy-

ed Pavithra is
said to have

FULL EI:WEHAEE | PAGE 2
» Police searching for
fan's mobile phone, P 2

confession, Darshan asked
his men to kidnap Renukas-
wamy and bring him to
Bengaluru, police so-
urces said.
Meanwhile, poli-
ce Sunday recovered
from Pavithra's hou-
se her footwear with
which she had clob-
bered Renu-
kaswamy
with at a shed
in which he

informed her aide Pavan K
about the messages and as-
ked him to track him down.
Pavan, who was working for
Pavithra on instructions of
Darshan, also informed him
about the messages,
According to Pavan's

was held captive on June 8.
After Pavithra's attack,
Darshan and his aides alle-
gedly pounced on Renukas-
wamy and unleashed on him
savage beatings that resul-
ted in his death, police sour-
ces said,

~ for lacking safety measures

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Close on the he-
els of a gaming-zone fire clai-
ming 28 lives in Gujarat’s Raj-
kotlastmonth, BEMP hascon-
ducted a safety audit at 29 ga-
ming zones and found eight
lacking in safety measures.

According to BEMP offici-
als, the gaming zones were in-
spected soon after deputy CM
DK Shivakumar instructed
the civic body to check the sa-
fety measures there.

Palike officials said they
closed eight gaming zones lack-
ing in safety measures. These
include Hex Entertainment at
sth Block in Koramangala in

MOST IN YELAHANKA

» BBMP finds eight of 29
gaming zones across city
lacking in safety measures

» At six, Yelahanka zone has
the highest number of gaming
zones, of which five were shut
» Of the eight, officials said
one had no trade licence, other
seven had not obtained NOCs
from govt depts

BEMP's South zone, one af
Kempfort Mall on HAL Road in
East zone, and one at Vaishnavi
Mall on Yeshwantpur Main Ro-
ad in RR Nagar zone. Five ga-
mingzones in Yelahankazone-
in RMZ Galleria Mall, Yelahan-
ka, Mallof Asianear Byataray-

anapura, Elements Mall In
Thanisandra, and two in Bha-
ratiya City Mall on Thanisand-
ra Main Road - were shut.

Officials mentioned that
the gaming zone at Vaishnavi
Mall has no trade licence. The
remaining seven gaming zo-
nes had not obtained NOQCs
from Bescom, fire and police
departments. They can restart
the gaming zones if they
comply with all the safety mea-
sures and obtain NOCs from
the authorities concerned.

Palike officials said Yela-
hanka zone has the highest
number of gaming zones (6),
followed by East and West (5
pach). Dasarahallizone hasno
gaming zone,
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FATAL MESSAGES Renukaswamy Created 2nd Insta Account

Chaithanya.Swamy
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Investigating
the motive behind the kidnap
and murder of Sandalwood
star Darshan's fan Renukas-
wamy, Kamakshipalyva police
have found that he had sent
lewd messages to his icon’s
girlfriend, Pavithra Gowda,
for a week before he was bru-
tally beatentodeathon Junes
over his posts.

According to a seniorpoli-
ce officer, Renukaswamy, in
his comments on Pavithra's
Instagram posts, criticised
her relationship with Dars-
han, prompting her to block
him. Renukaswamy then be-
gan sending lewd messages,
including pictures of his pri-
vate parts, to Pavithra thro-
ugh a fake Instagram profile
named ‘Reddy2205°, created
in the name of Tanisha Red-
dv. Renukaswamy's fake ac-
count had about 500 follo-
wers and he was following
2,348 people. He had posted
304 messages.

Though the account had
been opened much earlier, he
started sending her messages
two weeks before June 8. His
messages became obscene a
week before hisdeath.

Police have also found
that Renukaswamy was alle-
gedly messaging to many
other women through his fa-
ke account. He had also sent
obscene messages to many
other women, including a co-
uple of actresses. “But we
aren’'t sure whom all he had
sent the messages to as his
phone is missing. We're go-
ing to write to Instagram to

SEARCH ON FOR PHONES OF DECEASED

File photo

ﬂlr"‘u||| u

K amakshipalya police are
scouring arajakaluve near
Satva Anugraha apartmentsin
Sumanahalli for the mobile
phones of Renukaswamy and
one of hiskillers, Ragha-
vendra, also from Chitradurga.

Police have so far seized
around 10 mobiles of the
accused persons. The
suspects, including
Raghavendra, during their
confession before the
investigating officer, have
claimedthat after dumping
Renukaswamy's body, they
threw hisand Raghavendra's
phonesinto the same
rajakaluve. Raghavendrais
said to have kidnapped
Renukaswamy and brought
himto Bengaluru.

A fire and emergency
servicesteam is helping cops
inthe rajakaluve search. *We
didn't find the phonesin the
rajakaluvetilllate in the
evening on Sunday. Efforts will
be continued totrace the
phones,” asenior police
officer said.

KILLED & DI.IHF‘ED IN DHAIH

Shyam Sundar MS,
advocate, told TOI that if
police have seized the
woman's maobile phone, that
would be enough evidence for
themto establish the motive
for kidnap and murder. “But
the defence counsel canraise
the ground that inthe absence
of the original device, police
could have planted the
evidence onthe woman's
phone,” he added. However,
police have time till the filing
of chargesheetto getintouch
with Instagram & find details.

givedetalls about the account
and submit them to the court
while filing a chargesheet,”
the officer said.

“The messages sent to Pa-
vithra through the account
have been collected from her
account. We've already sei-
zed her phone and taken scre-
enshots of a few messages he
had sent her and a few posts
he had posted about Darshan
travelling with his wife Vijay-
alakshmi,” the officer said.

An annoyed Pavithra is

said to have informed her ai-
de Pavan K about the messa-
ges and asked him to track
down the person. Pavan fo-
und the messages had been
sent by Renukaswamy from
Chitradurga. Pavan, who
was working for Pavithra on
Darshan's instructions, also
informed him about the mes-
sages. According to Pavan's
confession, Darshan asked
his men to kidnap Renukas-
wamy and bring him to
Bengaluru.

Bengaluru: Amid the de-
mand to ban Sandalwood
star Darshan over his ar-
rest in the Renukaswamy
murder case, his colleague
Kichcha Sudeep said, “Ban
is secondary. The focus sho-
uld be on providing justice
to the person in pain.”
Speaking to reporters
Sunday, Sudeep lauded the
police and media for bring-
ing out the facts. “The film
chamber is there to provide
justice to those in the in-

Justice for man’s kin priority, not ban: Sudeep

dustry. Theright word isnot
ban, but justice, The focus
should first be on providing
justice to the agerieved fa-
mily,” he said.

Refusing to take a stand
for or against Darshan, he
said,"As an artist, it is
wrong to speak for or aga-
inst someone. What is nee-
ded is justice for the family
— the woman, the unborn
child, Renukaswamy Peo-
ple should have their faith
restored in justice.”

“Everyone's heart goes
out to the family. The whole
atmosphere doesn't seem
right; the cinema industry
needs justice. Everything
wrong gets attributed to the
industry. It needs a clean
chit. After justice is delive-
red in court and the guilty
are pinned, the industry
will get a clean chit,” he sa-
id, adding: “Celebrities are
not gods. Don't treat them
like that. Don't put that sort
of pressure.”

Mahazar:

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru/Chitradurga:
Kamakshipalva police, inves-
tigating the Kidnap and mur-
der of Renukaswamy, on Sun-
day recovered the footwear of
accusedno, 1 and Sandalwood
star Darshan’s girlfriend Pa-
vithra Gowda from her house
in Kenchenahalli, Rajara-
jeshwari Nagar:

Darshan, Pavithraand his
aides are among 17 people ar-
rested for murdering Renu-
kaswamy over his obscene
posts against her

“As per the confession of
the accused persons, Pavith-
ra was the first one to assault
Renukaswamy with her foot-
wear before others subjected
him to brutality at a seized-
vehicle parking vard in Patta-
nagere, Rajarajeshwari Na-
gar, where he was held capti-
veonJune8,” acopsaid.

Police also recovered the
clothes Pavithra wore on the
fateful day The recoveries
were made during a mahazar
at her three-storey building.

His lewd messages for a week
angered Pavithra, say police

Former Rangayana
director recalis
Darshan’s ‘change’

ormer director of Rangayana

Addanda C Cariappa, who
claims to have introduced
Darshan to the field of theatre,
which he used as the launching
pad for his film career,
said the actor was surrounded
by bad elements.

Cariappa recounted that in
1987, Darshan and his brother
Dlna.ka.r were part of a theatre
Y camp held in

Ponnampet in
Kodagu district.
Darshan was in
class 7 at the time.
“He played the role
4 of aking in my
play. He acted beautifully. During
that period, his family’s financial
condition was bad,” he said. “A
few years later, when | saw
Darshan's performances in a few
television serials, | found him
lacking acting skills. | asked him
to get trained at Ninasam theatre
school in Heggodu, Sagar, in
Shivamogga district. When his
first movie, ‘Majestic,’ became a
hit, he came to me and offered
sweets, But after that, there was
no contact with him,” he said.
Cariappa said Darshan was on
the right path initially. “But after
he got into the film industry, he
allowed himself to be surrounded
by bad elements, which
tarnished his life.” m

Seer wants govt job
for kin of deceased

eerasomeshwar Shivacharya

Swami, pontiff of Balehonnur
Rambhapuri Peetha, has
demanded that chief minister
Siddaramaiah and home minister
G Parameshwara meet the
bereaved family members of S
Renukaswamy and give one of
them a govt job.

Speaking to reporters after
visiting Renukaswamy's kin in
Chitradurga on Sunday, the
pontiff condemned the murder
and demanded that the govt
extend help to the poor family.

Sri Karivrushabha
Deshikendra Shivayogishwar
Swami, pontiff of Nonavinakere
Kadasiddeshwar Mutt, also
visited the family and expressed
deep condolences. Nagaraj
Salagere, from Annadata Seva
Samsthe of Ranebennur, & his
associates issued a cheque for
Rs 1 lakh to the family.

Pavithra’s footwear recovered

File photo

IN THE DOCK: Fawthra anda
accused no. 1in the murder case

Pavithra used the two floors,
and rented out the ground flo-
or to another accused and ai-
de, Pavan K. The three-hour
mahazar exercise also cove-
red Pavan's house,

Police also conducted ma-
hazar at the houses of other
accused — Vinay in Pattana-
gere and Deepak in BEML La-
yout, RR Nagar. Vinay stays
in a house next to that of the

17TH SUSPECT HELD

olice on Sunday arrested

Dhanraj alias Raju,
Pavithra Gowda's manager
and south Bengaluru resident,
inthe Renukaswamy murder
case. He was part of the

Darshangang that assaulted
Renukaswamy.

Heis alsosaid to have
brought a parcel to the shed
and police are looking into
what he had brought. He is the
17th persontobe arrested in
the murder case. Tun

owner of the parking vard.
Police seized his clothes from
the house and collected some
other evidence. A senior poli-
ce officer said Vinay was also
involved in the assault and
disposal of the body.

Deepak was also taken to
hisaunt'shouse where hehad
taken a bath after assaulting
and Killing Renukaswamy
Police have seized his clothes
and footwear as well.

Four of the accused were
taken to Chitradurga for a
spot inquest on Saturday.
Oneof theaccused, Arun Ku-
mar, was allowed to take part
in his father Chandranna’s
funeral. Chandranna had di-
ed after police arrested his
son on Friday A mahazar

was also conducted at Arun
Kumar’'s house on Sunday.

The team visited the hou-
se of another suspect and
Darshan’sfan cluboffice-be-
arer in Chitradurga, Ragha-
vendra, at Doddapete. Sour-
ces confirmed that police of-
ficers seized Rs 5 lakh cash
and gold from the house.

Officials also visited the
house of Ravi Shankar, a taxi
driver, and seized his car that
was allegedly used to kidnap
the victim.

Police have also recove-
red the clothes Renukaswa-
my wore when he was beaten
up and died, from a Pattana-
gere location. The accused
had changed his clothes and

They’re infusing fresh ideas into
THEIR HEIRLOOM CAMPUSES

TiMES NEwS NETWORK

hen Vanaja Srikumar

started preschools -

Gauri Kids — in the

mid 1990s, in a small
shed in Jayanagar and off Mysuru
Road with single-digit admissions,
it was her passion for offering qual-
ity education to lower-income
families that drove her.

Cut to 2011, her son Jayvant
Gauri returned to Bengaluru after
completing his Masters in market-
ing in the UK. Bitten by the entre-
preneurial bug, he started Spec-
trum Ventures that dealt with glow
lanterns and later in real estate, As
he visited his mother at her pre-
schools, he realised he enjoyed be-
ing with children and decided to
upgrade the school. Thus was born
Raintree Schools in 2014. The K-12
schools have over 1,000 students on
two campuses put together, and an
overall stalf strength of 80.

Raintree Schools are budget-
friendly with fees in the range of
Rs 3,000-3,500 a month. “My mother
believes service to soclety is ser-
vice to god. We want to make good-
guality, holistic education with
global exposure affordable and ac-

NEW GEN@

CAMPUS

cessible. At a time when quality
education demands a high cost,
making it accessible to a limited
audience, we wanted to be able to
break the stereotype,” he said.
Javant, 35, worked towards

In the concluding instalment of its series
focusing on a new breed of education barons
transforming institutions in Bengaluru, TOI
looks at how three youngsters are ensuring

that teaching goes beyond rote learning

FOUNDER, RAINTREE SCHOOLS

1. Schools governed by Jayant Gauri:
@ Raintree School (Jayanagar 4th

T Block) — 650 students

@ Raintree School (New
Guddadahalli, off Mysuru Road)
— 400 students

® Focusing on real-world syllabi
and current affairs to prepare
students for practical life and
its challenges

® Focusingona S'EFI?HQ foundation
and activity-based learning
mmpared to rote learning

@ Awareness and exposure to
various life skills such as self-
defence, understanding finance,
mental health, etc.

3. What he is most concemed about
in this generation: Persistent
pressure over the importance of
marks, peer pressure, and strong
negative influence of social

media on mental health

iran is a fourth-generation educator. While

his father N Vijava Kumar wanted to start

only one school, Kiran, director of the

ational Centre for Excellence (NCFE)

schools, believes in spreading the dream to more

and more people, Under his leadership, Vijay

Kiran Education Trust has set up its third campus

in Mandur and also plans to set up a fourth one in
Bengaluru North soon.

“For me, the path was almost certain. For four
generations, our family has been a group of educa-
tors. I was also set to follow the same footpath,”
Kiran said. After returning from the UK after
his Masters, Kiran plunged into the activities
of school. “Initially, my dad would make me sit
and watch how the school was functioning, 1
would get trained from the grassroots level,” he
said. His sister Keerthi Vijavakumar handles
the human resources side.

“The greatest challenge was the old generation
was focused on academic performance and rote
learning. We had to transtform towards a more
holistic edu-
cation with
equal impor-
tance to fac-
tors such as
emotional
intelligence,
extracurric-
ular aetivi-
ties, havinga
more agile
classroom,
=5 among oth-

N § ers. We tried
' = ' S to cater to
i
needs of students and become more inclusive
in nature,” he shared.

Schools governed by Kiran Vijayakumar:
NCFE CV Raman Nagar, NCFE Indiranagar,
and NCFE Mandur, which together have
about 3,000 students

Three things he is doing differently: My focus is to
help students balance their digital learning with

traditional pen-and-paper resources. Another key
area of support is student well-being through
mental health initiatives. Additionally, maintaining
an active connection with parents regarding their
child's learning progress is mandatory

dumped his body.

for their strong trunk,

Degree College.

building the schools, starting
from licences and permits to
building infrastructure and re-
branding. “We changed the name
to Raintree, Raintrees are Kknown

where the tree branches out beau-
ike many intelligent engineering
graduates in 2013, Sheethal too

had an offer letter fr
_sand TCS. But she didn’t join the
corporates and simply decided to try her
hand at the educational institutions of
her father, politician-cum-educationist
DK Mohan. She developed a liking for it
and there was no looking back. She now
18 the director of the school, which has
about 1,700 students. Sheethal’s brother
Nithin works with Cambridge Institute
of Technology and Cambridge PU and

“As a student myself, [ realised our
education system is immersed in rote
learning. There 15 a gap between what
we learn and what society wants, That
15 something I'm tryving to bridge since
taking over. We encourage giving back

from

om Infosys

tifully, I wanted the same for our |
children — to have a strong foun-
dation and then to branch out to
explore the world, Our logo itself
15 2 combination of a world map
and a raintree,” he said.
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to society, we have a zero-waste campus
and we prioritise incorporating values,
We also promote collaborative learning
where students work together in teams
to solve problems mimicking real-world
work situations,” she said.

What he is most concerned about today: The need
for inclusive education. I'm dedicated to creating
an environment where every student, regardless
of his or her abilities, background, learning styles,
or being differently abled, feels valued, supported,
and able to reach his/her full potential

Schools governed by Sheethal M:
Cambridge School and Cambridge
Juniors, with about 1,700 students

Three things she is doing differently:
STEM learning with hands-on learning
through experiments, personalised
learning with adapted teaching methods,
and shifting assessment methods from
relying solely on traditional tests to
implementing authentic strategies that
assess students' critical thinking abilities
and application of knowledge

wnm;hemnmstmmedahmmdar
Lack of empathy and compassion. Social
media influence, family dynamics, mental
health issues, societal narratives, highly
polarized social and political climate are
all contributing factors to the lack of
empathy among kids of this generation

BBMP intensifies clearance of
flexes, collects 375k in fines

Bengaluru: BBMP has in-
tensified its crackdown on
unauthorized flexes and
advertisements Across
Bengaluru, clearing over
3,800 such installations
and collecting Rs 75,000 1n
fines. Legal action is being
: taken against offenders,
:  with 76 complaints filed at
:  police stations and 48 FIRs
registered sofar.

Acting on instructions
from deputy chief mini-
ster DK Shivakumar,
BBMP decided to eradica-
teunauthorized advertise-
ments within its jurisdic-
tion. BBMP chief commis-
sioner Tushar Giri Nath
has issued directives, and
Munish Moudgil, special
commissioner of revenue
(BBMP), isconductingdai-

ly review meetings with of-
ficers from all eight zones
toensure compliance.

“I've instructed the of-
ficials to remove all unaut-
horized advertisements
and file FIRs against those
responsible,” Moudgil sa-
id. From June 1 till date,
3,843 flexes, banners,
LEDs, and hoardings have
been removed citywide.

Under the Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagara
Corporation Outdoor Bill-
board and Public Message
Sub Rules-2018, billboards
are prohibited inresidenti-
al areas and on private pro-
perties, The rules also ban
unauthorized placement
of advertisements on flex-
es, banners, buntings, pos-
ters, and flags. Tuw

BBMP to fix footpa

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Months after
starting redevelopment and
construction of pavements
on roads leading to Namma
Metro Green Line stations,
BBMP has now proposed do-
ing the same for the Purple
Line under the ‘Lite Tender-
SURE" model.

Palike officials said they
would redevelop and const-
ruct pavements on major ro-
ads connecting to Kengeri,
RR Nagar, Attiguppe, Vijaya-
nagar, BGS, and Magadi Ro-
ad stations. The initiative se-
eks to develop seven roads:
Railway Parallel Road, 5th
Main Road, 8th Main Road,
1st Main Road, and 1st Cross
Road in Vijavanagar and
Kengeri area, RR Nagar Ma-
in Road in RR Nagar. and Dr
Rajkumar Road (from GT
World Mall).

BEMP officials said the
civic authority has allotted
over Rs 24 crore to ensure pe-
destrian-friendly footpaths.
Theroad infrastructuredivi-

Photo for representation

OMNE-YR PROJECT: Officials said the civic authority has allotted over
Rs 24 crore to ensure pedestrian-friendly footpaths on the Metro line

sion will take up the project
and aims to complete it wit-
hin 11 months after the com-
mencement of work. There-
fore, officials estimate it will
be completed by June 2025,
Officials said the foot-
paths on roads connecting to
Metro stations aren’t in good
condition as they weren't re-
developed after the Namma
Metro project work. So, the
Palike hasdecided to develop
them to provide safe foot-

paths for pedestrians who
depend on Metro services.
The Palike’s East zone will
commence similar work so-
on in their area.

Green Line works may

end by Feb 2025

BEBMP’s similar projects for
the Green Line began in
March this year. The Palike
allocated Rs 30 crore to deve-
lop footpaths along the line,
covering Subedar Chatram

ths linki

Road, Dr Rajkumar Road,
Mahalakshmi Layout Main
Road, Pipeline Road, Watch
Factory Road, Jalahalli
Cross Road, Lake Road, and
Hesaraghatta Road in West
zone. These roads provide
connectivity to Metro sta-
tions at Sampige Road, Raja-
jinagar, Mahalakshmi Lavo-
ut, Peenya, Jalahalli, Dasa-
rahalli, and Nagasandra.

In South division, BEMP
allocated Rs 28 crore for the
development of 100ft Road in
Talaghattapura, B80ft Road
connecting KSIT, Vasantha-
pura Main Road, Sarakki Vil-
lage Road, South End Road,
Vasavi Temple Street, Shan-
kar Mutt, and 10th Cross Ro-
ad, BVK lyengar Road, and Ti-
pu Sultan Road. These thoro-
ughfares link to Talaghatta-
pura (Silk Institute),
Vajarahalli, Konanakunte, JP
Nagar, South End Road, Na-
tional College, Chickpete, and
KR Market Metro stations.

BBMP officials said the
work in both South and West
divisions is expected to be
completed by Feb 2025.

ng to Purple Line stations

NO NOD FOR SKYDECK ON NGEF LAND

Bengaluru: After the defence
ministry refused to grant
permission to build a
250-metre-tall skydeck on the
NGEF land in Byappanahalli,
asitisclosetoHAL airport,
BBMP has identified three
alternative spots.

Chief minister
Siddaramaiah, in his recent
budget, had stated that
internationally renowned
architects have beeninvited
to prepare a novel design for
the skydeck, whichisto
become alandmark tourist
destination in Bengaluru.

A senior official said BBMP
hadinitially identified two
properties — the NGEF land
and the Mysore Sandal Soap
Factory land at Yeshwantpur
— for the project. The Palike
finalised the NGEF land. But
the defence ministry refused
to give permission as it would
be a high-rise setup and would
poseathreatto HAL airport
and the test flying that

happens there. BBMP officials
said they've identified three
more pieces ofland — at
Kommaghatta near Kengeri,
Ramapura off NICE Road, and
another one near
Jnanabharathi —and would
finalise one of themto
implement the project.

According tocivic
officials, BBMP's initial
estimates put the project cost
at Rs 850 crore — around Rs
350 crore to construct the
skydeck and another Rs 500
crore to build its commercial
portions. The proposed
skydeckistobethe tallest
view-tower in the country.

The base part will have
facilities such as a shopping
area, restaurants, anda
theatre. The top portion will
feature a roller-coaster
station, anexhibition hall,a
sky lobby, a skydeck for
panoramic views, restaurant
and bar,anda VIP area.

— Santoshkumar RB

Palike to construct /5
free-to-use SHE toilets:
work orders soon

Nithya.Mandyam
i@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Of 100, construce-
tion work on 75 'SHE toilets’ is
set to begin soon across the ci-
tv. Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) is ex-
pected to issue work orders in
the coming week for the
smart toilets, which will be
available for use free of cost.
These will feature feeding ro-
oms, changing rooms, wash-
rooms, sanitation rooms with
vending machines, mobile
charging accessories, and se-
ating areas for women.

A tentative view of the SHE toilets
to be built in the city

The civic body had plan-
ned to build 100 SHE toilets at
16 locations under a publiec-
private partnership (PPP)
model. It floated a tender for
the toilets under the design,
finance, build, operate, and

transfer model. *“This initiati-

ve faced delavs as initial bid-
ders didn't gualifv, necessita-
ting a re-tendering. Now, we-
"ve categorised the biddersin-
to three groups: General, SC,
and ST. The general category
will oversee the construction
of 75 ‘SHE" toilets, while SC
and ST bidders will construct
17 and eight toilets, respecti-
vely,” said Praveen Lingai-
agh, chief engineer, solid
waste management, BBMP
“We wanted bidders to en-
sure the overall design and
build of SHE toilets is innova-
tive, utilises the latest techno-
logy for construction with
space-saving compact de-
signs and IoT components,
and ensures water and elec-
tricity conservation, waste
management, security, and
hygiene, among others. While
allowing service providers to
advertise on SHE toilets, the
services will be provided to
women freeof cost,” he added
The work order for 75 SHE
toilets will be issued in the co-
ming week, “These smart toi-
lets will feature smart auto-

matic toilet seats, dual flus-
hing options, nozzle self-clea-
ning functions, and water
temperature adjustments,”
Lingaiah said.

No touch or water

“The urinals will also be to-
uch-free and waterless. The
designated spots will also fea-
ture a sit-out area with horti-
culturaland decorative plants
if there is enough room. To
protect users, the restroom
doors will have automated, se-
cure door locks that are enab-
led by the Internet of Things.
To provide loT-enabled cont-
rol over user access, mainte-
nance of toilet hygiene levels,
and collecting user data, the
facilities will be smartly ad-
ministered using mobile app-
lications,” he added.

A neon glow signboard
with detailed signage will be
installed by the agency on the
building structure, and a cu-
bical glow signboard will be
placed on a pole at the main
road showing directions and
location. A digital video wall
may be placed ateachlocation
to run advertisements for bu-
sinesses and commercial en-
tities to generate revenue,
with 20% of the time alloca-
ted for public awareness, govt
announcements, and social
Messages,
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EEEE  Security staffer steals flyer’s earpods, booked
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No HC relief for man who wrote

Times News NETWORK

Bengalurm: A 40-vear-old
man working as a trolley ope-
rator at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (K1A) has been
booked for stealing earpods of
a passenger recently. The pas-
senger who flew from Benga-
Turu to Hyderabad forgot to ta-
ke his earpods after security
checking and the accused alle-
gedly took it home.
According to the compla-
int filed by Roji Ariyattu, ex-
ecutive of Manque Global
Services Private Limited
which is invelved in securi-
ty services at the airport,
with KIA police, theincident
happened between 5.50am

and 6.30am on June 14,

An air passenger identifi-
ed as KV Sudhir Kumar flew
to Hyderabad from KIA ina
Vistara UK0897 flight. Ku-
mar underwent a security
check at Terminal - 2 of the
airport and proceeded wit-
hout collecting his earpods.
Herealised the mistate after
reaching the departure gate
at 6.25am. Soon, he alerted the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) personnel.

The officials informed the-
ir counterparts at the scree-
ning counter The search
didn’t vield any results. They
checked with the lost and fo-
und counter and the earpods
were not deposited there eit-
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CAUGHT ON CAMERA

her: Since the flight was sche-
duled to depart from KIA aro-
und 7am, Kumar boarded it.
CISF officials checked the
CCTV camera footage at the
screening counter and found
that Ramesh MN, 40, trolley
operator of Manque and de-

ploved at the automatic tray
retrieval system (ARTS)
number 14 taking the ear-
pods and keeping it in his
trouser pocket at6.05am.

After finishing his duty,
Ramesh went home without
depositing it at the lost and
found section. The CISF
staff alerted Mangue mana-
cement aboutt the theft and
they instructed the passeng-
ertolodge a complaint.

An officer said they have
registered a case under IPC
section 379 (theft) against Ra-
mesh. “We have recovered the
earpodsfromhimanditwill be
returned to the passenger. Ne-
cessary action will be initiated
against Ramesh,” he added.

woman’s number on toilet walls

Labelled Her
Call Girl, She
Got Calls From
Strangers

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Writing the mo-
bile number of amarried wo-
man on the walls of a men's
toilet of the KSRTC bus
stand at Majestic in Bengalu-
ru and terming her a “call
girl” has proved costly for a
man from Chitradurga.

Incidentally, petitioner
Allahbaksh Patel had alle-
gedly done this at the instan-
ceof afemalecolleagueof the
complainant woman, both of
whom worked as junior he-
alth assistants in a govt PHC
at Holalkere taluk.

“It needs no emphasis
that sexual violence against
a woman apart from being a
de-humanising act is intru-
sion into the right to privacy
of the woman, which can by
no stretch of imagination be
construed to be lawful. Itcau-
ses the woman to undergo a
traumatic experience. The-
refore, such cases before the
court need to be dealt with
sternly,” Justice M Nagapra-
sanna observed in his recent
order, while rejecting Patel's
petition seeking the quas-
hingof thecase.

Missing case: Girl
was killed for not
bringing gutka

man has been arrested for
allegedly killing seven-
vear-old Anushree Madiwa-
larfrom Kinnal village in Kop-
pal, whose body was fouund
wrapped in a gunny bag re-
cently,
siddalingaiah Naikal Hi-
remath, a local resident, mur-
dered her as she refused to
bring him gutka, said SP Yas-
hoda Vantagodion Sunday.
On April 20, her father
Raghavendra Madiwalar had
filed a complaint at Koppal ru-
ral police station after she
went missing. The suspect ad-
mitted to fatally striking the
girl on the head with a stick in
a fit of rage. The stick, the de-
ceased'sfootwear and the steel
water tank used to hide the
gunny bag were seized, Tn

‘impact on woman’s modesty’

1 ntoday’s digital age, one
need not cause physical
harm, awoman's modesty can
be railroaded by sheer
circulation of pejorative
statements, pictures or videos
inthe social media. The
petitioner, therefore, cannot
get away with making such
belittlingcommentsona
woman in public,” Justice
Nagaprasannasaid while
dismissing the petition.

The judge also saiditis
opentothe prosecutionto
invoke Section 319 ofthe CrPC

UM EIUEsasdan by 5n3id

toinclude the colleague of the
complainantintothe array of
the accused after following
due process of law.

The woman had stated in
her complaint dated March
19, 2020 that she was getting
calls at odd hours from va-
rious numbers and the cal-
lers also threatened her life,
When she made enquiries,
she learnt that her mobile
number was displaved on
the walls of a toilet at Majes-
tic bus stand.

The matter was transfer-
red to Upparpet police sta-
tion in Bengaluru.Police fi-
led a chargesheet for offen-
ces punishable under IPC
sections 201 (printing or eng-
raving matter known to be
defamatory), 504 (intentio-
nal insult with intent to pro-
voke breach of the peace),
507 (criminal intimidation
by an anonymous communi-
cation)and 509 (word, gestu-
re or act iIntended to insult

the modestv of a woman). Pa-
tel was one of the two accu-
sed identified in the FIR.
Challenging the procee-
dings, Patel claimed that he
wrote the number at the in-
stance of her woman collea-
gue who had a quarrel with
her. The colleague has been
named as a prosecution wit-
ness in the chargesheet. Ho-
wever, Justice Nagaprasan-
nanoted the contentions rai-
sed by the petitioner have to
bedecided inatrial.

*Causing physical harm
to a woman is punishable
with different offences, but
intruding into her privacy
and personal integrity would
causeaserious psychological
harm which sometimes gene-
rates much more pain than
physical harm, as it scars the
soul,” the judge noted.

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Taking serious
note of a media report regar-
ding the electrocution of
elephant Ashwathama and
47 such deaths of pachy-
derms in the past four vears.
the high court on Friday re
gistered a suo motu public in-
terest litigation.

A division bench, compri-
ging Chief Justice NV Anja-
ria and Justice KV Aravind,
has directed both the state
and central govis to submit
their responses with regards

SUO MOTU PIL

to steps and measures being
taken and proposed to be ta-
ken in future for safety and
protection of elephants and
other wildlife assets and pre-
vent such unnatural deaths
in Karnataka.

They are also required to
gpell out the statutory machi-
nery activated by the autho-
rities in this regard and what
is the mechanism adopted
and developed for the safety
and safeguard of the elep-
hants and other wildlife wit-
hin the sanctuary area and
outside the reserved area.

Further, response is also

RIDING ON MEMORIES OF HEROES

MOVING FORWARD: The southern team of the ‘Delta 5 Expedition’, a pan-India motorcycle odyssey by the
Indian Army, was flagged off towards Anantapur from the MEG main gate on Sunday. Maj Gen Harish
Bhutani, president of SSB Centre South, Bengaluru, flagged off it at 7am. The journey that commemorates
the Rajat Jayanti of Kargil Diwas is being carried out on Hero Moto Corp's Maverick and Xpulse bikes. Riders
arrived in the city on June 14, after it was flagged off at Dhanushkodi on June 12. On June 15, the team visited
the Isro facility here. The riders, en route the Kargil War Memorial in Dras, will traverse through Manali in
Himachal Pradesh, Sarchu, and Nyoma in Ladakh, covering 4,000km

Syed Asif

Girl’s farm tool gets patent after 5 yrs

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Anushree N,
who, as a 12-vear-old class 7
student, had developed an
eco-friendly agricultural
tool five vears ago, has now
secured a patent for her
technology.

In 2019, Anushree was
one of thefive students from
Karnataka, to participate in
the Innovation in Science
Pursuit for Inspired Rese-
arch (INSPIRE) exhibition,
and present her innovative
far m tool idea. The student
of a govt school in Dodda
F.!crmpalh village in Bangar-
pet taluk in Kolar district,
she had developed a bicycle
plough, equipped with a fun-
nel tube and other attach-
ments like blade harrow cul-
tivator, furrower, hiller and
seed drill, which can all be
fixed and removed, using
nuts and bolts. She said her
tools are easy to handle and
move, besides being cost-ef-
fective and eco-friendly, as
they consume less energy.

Now, after half a decade
of hard work and perseve-
ance, she has been granted
a patent, which has been re-
cognised by the National In-
novation Foundation (NI,
an autonomous body under
the department of science
and technology (DST), govt

Anushree (inset) shuwcases her
tool along with her guide Kavitha
V {left) at Festival of Innovation
and Entrepreneurship in 2019

of India. She received the
hard copy of her patent cer-
tificate last week. “After so
long, | never expected this
response. I am very happy
and proud of myself. 1 still
use my tool on our farm to
help myv mother. At present,
I'm concentrating on studi-
es.” Anushree told TOI. Sin-
ce she was a minor at the ti-
me of applyving for the pa-
tent, it was done in her fat-
her's name.

Anushree, currently 17,
pursuing a BBA degree at a
govit college in Kolar, had
conceptualised the tool as a
way to ease her mother’s
workload on their family
farm. “l alwayvs helped my

Invention inspired hy semor

nspired by her senior

{Anushree) from school,
another student,
Padmashree G has developed
an‘Expandable lunch box,’
which earned recognition at
the IGNITE awards, organised
by NIF in Nov 2019, Out of
16,000 participants,
Padmashree was one of the
18 selected for her
innovativeidea. The
sixth-grade student had
made a foldable lunch box,
with a built-in compartment
that can be usedasaplate,

T

IGNITED MINDS: Padmashree
with her expandable lunch box

and two individual boxes to
store curry and rice, which
can also be folded, when
twisted and turned around,
saving up space.

mom with farm work. Wat-
ching her work so hard for
us, inspired me to create so-
mething that could ease her
burden,” she said.

Kavitha V, her guide tea-
cher, Keshavareddy §, head-
master and Vanitha K, assi-
stant teacher, expressed im-
mense pride. “Anushree's
patentisaremarkableachie-
vement that will inspire ge-
nerations of students,” Ka-
vitha told TOIL.

The patented tool featu-
res a unique seed dropper
mechanism, which Kavitha
helpedrefine toensure it sto-
od out from existing farm
equipments. The innovation
continues to be used on

Anushree’'s family farm
with her mother’'sapproval.

“TOl report helped’
Kavithaalso highlighted the
positive impact of a report,
‘Girl who created multi-pur-
pose farm tool among five
INSPIRE awardees’, publis-
hed in the Times of India on
March 10, 2019, “Following
the report, Caterpillar, a
multinational corporation
from Bengaluru, visited the
school. They organised ex-
cursions, educated students
about the future of science,
and donated computers and
projector screens to help im-
prove the educational in-
frastructure,” she said.

Jumbo deaths: HC
seeks govts’ response

DASARA JUMBO hSHWﬁTH Mulﬁ.

sought on how the authoriti-
es has worked on the liability
of officers, when such elep-
hant and wildlife deaths oc-
ur, “The successive and re-
peated incidents of the elep-
hant deaths in Karnataka
due to electrocution and
other unnatural causes is a
serious matter to worry. The
elephants and wildlife have
the right to live in a safe envi-
ronment, not to die unnatu-
ral deaths, as they stand un-
der statutory protection,”
the division bench noted in
its order, while directing the
matter to be listed on July 2.
Senior advocate Puttige R
Ramesh has been requested
to assist the court as amicus
curiae.

Gangster Ravi Pujari
undergoes surgery

Bengalurnu: Jailed gangster

spital, police sources said.

Lodged in Bengaluru central :
prison since his arrest in Feb :
2020, Pujari was shifted to the :

hospital earlier this week after
he complained of uneasiness.

In Karnataka alone, Pujari :
faces 97 eriminal cases, inclu-
ding murder, attempt to mur- :

der and extortion. tun

..............................................

BDA floats tender
for drone survey

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: BDA has floa-
ted a tender for conductinga
3D drone survey to support
the Revised Urban Master
Plan-2041, aimed at addres-
sing the city’s rapid growth.
The exercise, slated to cover
an area of approximately
1240 sqkm, encompasses
both the BEMP jurisdiction
(800 sq km) and the BDA
area (440 sqkm). The survey
will produce a base map,
land use map, ortho-rectifi-
ed images, and digital eleva-
tion models.

“This data will be crucial
in crafting a master plan
that accurately reflects the
current state and tuture ne-
eds of the city Contractors

NEW MASTER PLAN

conducting the survey are
required to obtain permis-
sion from wvarious entities,
including the ministry of de-
fence, due tothe sensitive na-
ture of drone operations.
The survey will identify all
buffer zones, includinglakes
and canals, and collect 360-
degree images to create a re-
alistic 3D representation of
the city” BDA chairman N
Jayaram said.

The ecity's development
has long been guided by
master plans, with the most
recent being the Master
Plan 2015, formulated in
2005. Although a Revised Ur-
ban Master Plan-2031 wasre-
leased, it drew criticism for
being unscientific and lack-

: convocation for pre-
Ravi Pujariunderwentumbili- :
cal hernia surgery at Bangalo- :
re Medical College & Research :
Institute Super Speciality Ho- :
: batches will receive

.......................................
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Road rage:

bus driver

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A BMTC bus

driver was assaulted by two

bikersin Hebbal, after he re-
fused to let them overtake
his vehicleon theservice ro-

ad recently The incident,

which left the driver inju-
red, highlighted the gro-
wing problem of road rage
in the city. Girish V, 53, was
navigating his bus through
the congested service road
when the two bikers — one
with a woman riding pillion
— attempted to overtake the
vehicle. As Girish told them
not to do so, the bikers abu-
ged him. When the bus came
toa halt in the traffic, one of
the bikers approached the

driver's window and pulled

Girish out. Along with the

other biker, he beat him up
: and fled the scene.

Girish was taken to a
nursing home in Kempapu-
ra, where he was treated for
head and abdomen injuries.
He could not return to work
immediately. An FIR was fi-
led on Wednesday at the Am-
ruthahalli police station.
Police arrested three indivi-

duals involved in the inci-
: dentonThursday,

— Supriva Behera

PRECISE
CONTROL

www.ushacook.com

~ RGUHS to conduct
Bikersassault  paperless test for MDS

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Buoved by the
success of holding exams
via digitabs for physiothera-
py siudents, Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Scien-
ces(RGUHS) is now introdu-
cing the same for MDS later
this month.

The university aims to ex-
tend the paperless exams to
all its 3.3 lakh students by this
vear-end. According to its
plans, students will be provi-
ded with digitabs for writing
the exams. The tabs will have
internet connections for the
first few minutes when stu-
dents can download the ques-
tion papers. Following this,
the students can write the ex-
am just like on paper, with fa-
cilities to erase, colour, and
draw among others. The tabs
will be stored by the colleges
and used for further batches.

RGUHS has given the op-
tion for students to choose the
digitabs or go by the conven-
tional way of writing on pa-
per. In the allied health scien-
Ce programmes, among 250
students who took the paper,
four opted out. As per the uni-
versity, the students expres-
sed interest in digitabs after
three exams, but the conver-
sion was not possible then.

FH.“I.LIFI'." for representation

CHANGING NORMS

The students are being gi-
vien mock exams and training
on how to use the tabs before
theexamsarerolled out. MDS
exams will also have 250 stu-
dents. “The pilot for the ex-
ams has been found so suc-
cessful that we thought we co-
uld extend it to other pro-
grammes also. By the end of
the year, if all logistics fall in
place, we could have all our
programmes going paper-
less. Internal assessment will
be done on these tabs soon,”
said RGUHS VC MK Ramesh.

“The cost of procuring
the digitabs will match with
that of printing and provi-
ding answer scripts and ques-
tion papers, thus making it fi-
nancially viable. One advan-
tage is that answer scripts
that are uploaded on cloud be-
come available for evaluation
shortly after the exam. It also
saves the colleges the effort of
collecting the answer scripts
and transporting them to the
storage areas,” he added.

BASE to hold convocation four
years after first batch graduated

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Four vears after

its first batch graduated, BR
Ambedkar School of Econo-

mics University (BASE) is set

to hold its inaugural

Prabhu (MSc economics 2020-
22), and Prakhar Rana (MSc
economics 2021-23) will recei-

ve the gold medals.
NR Bhanumurthy, VC of
BASE said: “We couldn’t con-
duet a convocation ce-

viousbatcheson June
19, at the university
auditorium. Students
from 2017-18 to 2022-23

the medals and deg-
ree certificates .

remony until now for
various reasons. Our
first batch graduated
in 2020, so we couldn't
hold a ceremony for
two years due to the
pandemic, We also
wanted to hold the

Four gold medals, 12 rank

han (Integrated MSc econo-
mics 2018-2023).

medals, and 180 rank certifica-
tes will be awarded. Niharika
Choudary (BSc Honors eco-
nomics, 20017-20), Meera Mo-

Dhanusha

evVvent on our campus, so we
waited until our auditorium
was built, which was in 2024."

C Rangarajan, former go-
vernorof the Reserve Bank of
India and former chairman of
the Prime Minister's econo-

mic advisory council, will be
the chief guest. The college
currently offers three courses
— B.S¢c (Honors) in econo-
mics, M.Sc economics, and
M.Sc financial economics.
“Ten out of 12 rank holders
and threeout of four gold med-
alists are girls,” noted the VC.
Established in 2017 as an
affiliate of BU, the foundation
for BASE was laid by then-
President Pranab Mukherjee,
The academic session was
started later that vear by for-
mer PM Manmohan Singh. In
2019, BASE was made into a
unitary university, As a state-
funded wvarsity it allocates
B0% of its seats to students

from Karnataka.
— Aaditva Menon

Ficture for representation

GROWTH FOCUS

ing comprehensiveness. As
a result, it was never fully
implemented.

“The BDA's latest endea-
vour: the Revised Urban Mas-
ter Plan-2041, aims to overco-
me these challenges. The
plan seeks to integrate the
concept of Transit Oriented
Development({TOD)and add-
ress the needs of a rapidly
orowing population and ve-
hicular traffic, which have
nearly doubled in recent ye-
ars,” Jayaram said.

Initially BDA planned to
get the survey done by the
Karnataka State Remote
sensing Application Centre.
However, following a change
in the state govt, it was deci-
ded to invite private organi-
zations to bid for the project.
The deadline for tender sub-
mission is June 15, with the
financial bid opening sche-
duled for June 21.

The drone survey will as-
sess various land uses, in-
cluding agriculture, hou-
sing, commercial sectors,
and revenue land. “The pre-
paration of the revised plan
will involve multiple stages,
including stakeholder con-
sultations, drafting, and a
period for public objections.
Once finalised, the plan will
be submitted to the govt,”
the chairman said.
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Admission to Engineering/Architecture Courses (2024-25)

JOINT ADMISSION COMMITTEE (JAC) — 2024
UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY,
PANJAB UNIVERSITY, SECTOR 25, CHANDIGARH-160014

Online registrations are invited for admission to various B.E. /
B. Arch./Integrated B.E. (Chemical)- MBA Courses in:-
1. University Institute of Engineering & Technology, Panjab

University, Chandigarh.

2. Dr. §.5.B. University Institute of Chemical Engineering &
Technology, Panjab University, Chandigarh.
3. Chandigarh College of Engineering & Technology, Sector-26,

Chandigarh.

4. University Institute of Engineering & Technology, PUSSGRC,

Hoshiarpur.

5. Chandigarh College of Architecture, Sector 12, Chandigarh.

Online
Registration Ends

23rd June, 2024

Admissions on
the basis of

JEE (MAIN)-2024

Chairperson, JAC-2024

For Information & Updates:-
Visit: jacchd.admissions.nic.in
Contact; 6280089748,
7719716783




4

TIME

S CITY

THE TIMES OF INDIA, BENGALURU
MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2024

Govt: Inter-state losses
triggered fuel price hike

COMPARISON OF PETROL AND DIESEL PEICES (BPCL)

State £3

(in Rs) %;

Karnataka (Bengaluru) | 99.85** | 85.95"* |2 3
Tamil Nadu (Hosur) | 10284 | 9441 |52
Kerala (Kasaragod) | 10666 | 95.60 &
Andhra Pradesh 5%
(AnBrthoir) 109.44 | 97.29 %E
Telangana (Hyderabad) | 107.40 | 95.65 EE
Maharashtra (Kagal) 104.46 | 91.02 | £

Sandeep.Moudgal

@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: In a fresh twist
to the controversial decision
of the govt to hike fuel prices
by Rs 3, the administration
has claimed that a lot of “in-
ter-state losses” had influen-
ced the move.

Economic advisor to CM
siddaramaiah, Basavara] Ra-
yvareddy, told TOI that the
govt had been repeatedly as-
ked by Andhra Pradesh, Te-
langana, and ruling parties
inMaharashtratohikethefu-
¢l prices in Karnataka.

*Acrossasmuchas700km,
people from the other side of
the border have been ente-
ring Karnataka to fill their
tanks due to petrol and diesel
being available cheaper than
in their own states. This had
created an impression that
Karnataka taking volume sa-
les from the neighbouring
states was hurting their eco-
nomies. They had been de-
manding repeatedly to hike
the prices,” said Rayareddy
Heclaimedthatthepricehike
was a rational decision,
which had to be considered
for the purpose of ensuring
“inter-state harmony”.

The Yelburga MLA also
claimed that in some cases, a
lot of the border districts of
the neighbouring states were
filling their tanks every other
day to sell them in black mar-
ket back home, “With petrol
prices as much as Es 10 chea-
per than in theirstates, it was
givingrise tolot of black mar-
keteering as well,” he said.

Ravareddy said the big-
gest impact was being felt
along the state’s eastern bor-
der from Aurad in Bidar to
Malur in Kolar and also in

areas that border Maharash-
tra. Meanwhile, “internally”,
govt officials suggested the
proposal for hiking the fuel
prices had already been pla-
ced and approved by CM du-
ring budget 2024-25, but it was
held back due to political rea-
sons with Lok Sabha and sub-
sequent MLC elections,

“Now, with the Lok Sabha
polls completed and the mo-
del code of conduct lifted, it is
considered the right time to
hike the prices to recover re-
venue,” said one official.

According to finance de-
partment officials, the Rs
3,000 crore gain by way of hi-
king the tax on the petrol and
diesel was in fact “factored
in” at the time of preparing
the budget, placingatarget of
Rs 1.10 lakh crore in terms of
the revenue.

“While we donot anticipa-
te much shortfall in other re-
venue generation avenues,
there is a plausible situation
of a slight shortfall in IGST
collections, as they are adjus-
ted by the Centre onreceiving
the taxes from the sale of pro-
ducts, which are originally
transported from Karnata-
ka,” said the official.

Rationalisation of duties

on liquor likely

The state govt 15 also plan-
ning to “rationalise” the pri-
ces of high-end liguor early
this week. According tooffici-
als, the govt is going to imple-
ment the proposal made In
CM Siddaramaiah’s budget
speech of rationalising the
high-end liguor prices by re-
ducing the excise andadditio-
nal excise duties to make it
maore “competitive” with the
neighbouring states.

TOUGH
COMPETITION:
According to
economic

2™ advisor to

& CM, other

iy States say

4 they're losing
out as people
travel to

o K'taka for

| cheaper fuel

Tax rejig
needed for
funds: CM

» Contd from page 1

Karnataka's tax re-

jig, stating it was
necessary toensure suffi-
cient funds for essential
public services and devel-
opment projects under-
taken by the govt - a
cshorthand for funding
signature welfare pro-
jects started by the Con-
oress last yvear.

The BJP-JD(S) alli-
ance called it an act of
“revenge” against the
people of Karnataka for
“not supporting” Con-
gress in the recent LS
elections, in which it
scored less-than-expect-
ed 9/28. It attributed the
fuel-price decision to the
Siddaramaiah govt's
“mismanagement of fi-
nances” due to guarantee
schemes. Union minister
HD Kumaraswamy said
this will negatively im-
pact the state’s finances,
leading to inflation.

f—l‘i’he CM defended

“Forexample, the price of
Black Label in Karnataka is
double than the neighbou-
ring states. It is, in fact, more
economically viable to fly
down to these states and pick
up the liguor. Now, we intend
torationalise this and increa-
se our volume of sales,” said
Rayareddy,

Truckers mull stir, say price rise
will make essentials dearer

Pearl.DSouza
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With fuel prices
suddenly spiking by Rs 3 a lit-
re in Karnataka after the sta-
te govt increased the salestax
on Saturday, truckers are loo-
king at protesting against it
in the davs to come. With
Monday being the Bakrid fes-
tival, thev have rescheduled a
crucial meeting in this re-
gard to Tuesday.

From food to travel, eve-
rything is set to get impacted
by the fuel price rise, accor-
ding to a tuckers association.
C Naveen Reddy, president of
the Federation of Karnataka
Lorry Owners' Association,
said drivers, who transport
milk, travel about 400km dai-
ly between districts, and wit-
hin city, they travel about
40km from one delivery point
toanother.

With a mileage of 4km per
litre, as Reddy suggests, the
trucker would incur an addi-
tional cost of Rs 30 within the
city, and about Rs 300 dailwv

File ﬂhl'.l-tl:l

UP IN ARMS

Reddy said the prices of peris-
hables like vegetables to fish
and cereals will all be hit as
their transport expenditure
will rise, he added.

‘Rise in food price will

impact every single person’
“Thiswould mean that salari-
es of truckers will have to in-
crease too. District associa-
tions are in touch with me,
and we will have a meeting on
Tuesday. We will have to get
down to protest, something
that a common citizen ought
to do, considering the increa-
sein prices of food impacting
every single person,” he said.

Meanwhile, a member of

Taxi service
sector affected

Among those impacted in
the taxiservice sectoris
21-year-old Reddy, astudent
inthecity, who provides
bike taxirides overthe
weekend, and earns Rs 10-11
per km.“The incentive has
not increased yet. | use the
amount | earn for college. |
have notstarted tofeel the
pinchyet,aslamyetto
refuel,” he said on Sunday.

the tour operators’ associa-
tion in the state told TOI that
there are about 200 members
in constant touch with trans-
port vendors. “Towards the
beginning of the financial ye-
ar, around March-April, we
draw up tour contracts, based
on the prices, and now in Ju-
ne, the govt suddenly increa-
singfuel pricesisgoingtocost
us heavily, as we would be re-
quired toabsorbit,” he said.

Revive Lingayat religion agitation: Pontiff

TimvEes NEws NETWORK

Dharwad: Sanehalli Tarala-
balu Mutt pontiff Panditarad-
hyva Shivacharva has called
upon Lingayat leaders and
politicianstocontinue the agi-
tation to get the ‘independent
religion status for Lingavat’.
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of Sirasangi Lingara) De-
sal Auditorium at Lingavat
Bhavan here, he said the agita-
tion launched when Siddara-

maiah was the CM between
2013 and 2018 was scuttled and
there isaneed to revive it.

The seer said, “It is not suf-
ficient for govt to just name
12th century social reformer
Basaveshwar as the state's
cultural leader. It should prop-
acate Basava's philosophy by
including lessons in school
textbooks.” Panditaradhya
Shivacharva also demanded
that the govt construct Basava
Bhavan in each district, and

organise programmes to
propagate Basava's vachanas
and other preachings.
Minister for major indus-
tries MB Patil said Lingavat
religion is casteless and any-
one can embrace it. “The Ma-
hasabha session has resolved
that people belonging to Lin-
gavat should mention religion
as either Veerashaiva or Lin-
gavat in religion column dur-
ing national census and sect
in the caste column,” he said.

RATING SCALE

- worth 24,2k cr

i Bengaluru: The federa-

CINEMA OF THE WEEK

Chandu Champion
(Biopic, Sports) Yk
Cast: Kartik Aaryan, Vijay Raaz,
Bhuvan Arora, Rajpal Yadav
Direction: Kabir Khan

Duration: 2 hours 23 minutes
Language: Hindi (U/A)

[| Based on a true story, the film celebrates
the fascinating and surrealistic life of
Murlikant Petkar, an army man and
athlete, who won India its first Paralympic
cold in 1972 His achievements and
remarkable tryst with destiny lurked in
anonymity, until he decided to claim the

honour and respect he deserved.
the table if respect is not served,

ll\““
\' But what 1f you decide to sit at

the table, compelling people to
acknowledge vour presence? Victory
belongs to the most tenacious after all.
Kabir Khan's film celebrates this thought.
It's about building vourself as achampion,
even when the world labels you as a

e often hear that it's wise to leave

chandu, chomu or looks at you as a
laughing stock.

Oscillating between past and present,
the story takes us through Petkar's life,
right from the 1950's to 2018, when he was
finally awarded the Padma Shri. We
discover that the man who nurtured an
Olympic dream since his childhood has a
strange love-hate relationship with fate
and God. He survived when he didn't hope
he would and was left devastated when he
least expected. However, never defeated.

The film has Forrest Gump’s free-
flowing nature and Bhaag Milkha Bhaag's
essence to it, but unlike the two, this one
feels a tad rebellious without a pertinent
cause or conflict. Being ridiculed
unleashes Petkar’s aggression, giving an
outlet to his talent and persistence. He
dared to question the naysayers, ‘Hasta
kayko hat’, which ignited the fire within
him, Medal se izzat milti hai, he tells
himself. Most sports biopics follow athletes
who pursue a certain sport and excel in it
against the odds. Kabir Khan's film feels
different because it's about a man who
desperately wants an Olympic medal, for
which he tries everything - wrestling,
boxing and swimming. Sounds

preposterous and ridiculously ambitious
but that's the fun of it. Petkar makes you
wonder if being delusional to a certain
level helps. Only then can you see vourself
as a champion, even when no one thinks
vou are in the reckoning.

In many ways, Kartik Aarvan's
ambition to be taken seriously as an actor,
coincides with the inner turmoil of the
character he ezsays here, You almost hear
him say, “Ae hasta kayvko hai? Actor hai
main actor” Kabir Khan's choice of
leading man is a clever casting move,
Kartik shows considerable restraint,
spontaneity and brings a certain ease to
his character that we haven't seen from

Manihar (Drama) * k-

Cast: Badrul Islam, Roshni Rastogi,
Pankaj Berry, CP Bhatt

Direction: Sanjeev Kumar Rajput
Duration: 2 hours

Language: Hindi (UA)

B Ballu, a bangle seller from a small
village in Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh, is
eagerly preparing for his wedding
However; life takes an unexpected turn
when he begins to experience problems
with his evesight.

the first fifteen minutes, it gives

the impression of being an
adaptation of a short story by a
vernacular literary giant. However,
as the film progresses, all the positive
expectations established early on
begin to dissipate, Despite its simple
vet intriguing premise, the film
ultimately falls flat by the end of its
runtime. The initial promise quickly
fades, leaving viewers disappointed
with its execution.

Manihar is a simple film that tells
the storv of Ballu (Badrul Islam), a
poor bangle seller from a small village
in Uttar Pradesh. Encouraged by
matchmaker Sadi Ram (CP Bhatt),

A S the plot of Manihar unfolds in
A i

Ballu receives a proposal to marry
Savitri (Roshni Rastogi). When the
two families meet, they instantly like
each other and quickly begin
discussing wedding plans. However,
Ballu’s life takes a turn when he
develops evesight issues, rendering
him unable to see at night. On the
wedding day, Savitri's wrestler
brother, Balwant (Sunny Thakur),
discovers Ballu's condition and
decides to cancel the wedding.
Furious, Ballu vows to take revenge
by learning wrestling and defeating
Balwant at his own game.

This comedy-drama could have
been a much better film with more

attention to the screenplay. The
tension-filled moments are handled
in an amateurish manner, makingone
wonder why the writer could not come
up with a better version. Even the
comedic scenes fail to elicit any
laughter. The scene where a character
decides to ruin the wedding solely
because the barber didn't do his job
seems trivial and laughable. The film
does a commendable job of capturing
the rustic milieu, which looks genuine
and authentic. Manihar is an
extremely simple film with a linear
plot, virtually no action sequences,
and boats as the mode of commute,
enhancing its rural appeal. However,
despite its appealing exterior, the film
lacks depth and soul.

Badrul Islam as Ballu and Roshni
Rastogi as Savitri deliver average
performances. Among the supporting
cast, only CP Bhatt, as Sadi Ram,
manages to engage the viewers,
Sanjeev Rajput’'s direction fails to
make an impact. Manihar had the
potential to excite viewers with its
simplistic plot, but it appears the
makers were unwilling to invest the
necessary effort. Ultimately, it's a
soulless film that squanders a
promising premise.

— Abhishek Srivastava

Kotee Frky

Cast: Dhananjaya, Moksha Kushal,
Tara, Rangayana Raghu
Language: Kannada

Duration: 169 Minutes (UA)
Direction: Param

B An honest, lower middle-class
man, Kotee (Dhananjava), is pushed
to his limits by a local thug, Dinoo
Savkaar (Ramesh Indira). Can
Savkaar break him?

lower middle-class man, His

family consists of mother (Tara
Anocoradha), sister Mahati (Thanuja
Venkatesh), and brother Nachchi
(Pruthvi Shamanur). Kotee lives in a
fictional Janata City, run by a thug,
Dinoo Savkaar (Ramesh Indira). To
eke out a living, he runs a small
packers and movers business, and
doubles as a cabdriver. Despite having
to work multiple shifts, Kotee is
against taking loans. But, unforeseen
circumstances, some created by
Savkaar himself, force Kotee to take
multiple loans, worth Es 31 lakh, from
the former. Saavkaar, who happens to
have chanced upon Kotee's shooting
skills, wants him to take up a crooked
project, which goes against the latter's
belief system. When push comes to
shove, will Kotee change his belief

] J otee (Dhananjaya), is an honest,

system or will he fight back?

Dhananjava is in his element. He
is flawless as Kotee. Be it playing a
responsible son or enduring
emotional labour from Savkaar,
Dhananjaya aces it with his brilliant
acting skills. Ramesh Indira, who
was a revelation in last vear's Sapta
Sagaradaache Ello, continues to
show off his fabulous performance
as a conniving, scheming villain. In
fact, he adds a lot of life to this film,
which seems slow and dragged in
certain parts. The movie has a few
character detailings that are very
heartwarming like Tara's hearing
problem. Small guirks sure leave a
big impact and it is evident in the
handiwork of debutant director
Parameshwar Gundkal, which he's
picked up from his stint on the small
screen. Moksha Kushal shows
promise, but her character deserved
more finesse. Also, it's a treat to
watch Rangavana Raghu 1n his
villain avatar, albeit in a small role.
A special cameo is sure to take the
audience by surprise, but it somehow
misses much emotional depth.

The first half of the film
establishes characters and their
gquirks, and it takes off well in the
second half. Technically, the film's
writing is up to the mark, but slow
presentation and a couple of repeat
sequences can get onto one’s nerves.

Nobin Paul's background follows the
template, but Vasuki Vaibhav's song
Maathu Sothu stands out.
Parameshwara Gundkal has created
a city, which feels like a character in
itself in the film. A *heist in hulivesha’
pre-climax balances the roller-coaster
of a drama that Kotee is. That said,
constant ‘slapfest’ throughout the film
1s a bit of an overkill!

But the movie is more than just a
melodrama, and has multiple
moments that stay with vou. The run-
time of almost three hours is a bit
long, but the tug-of-war between
Dhananjava and Ramesh Indira
makes this slow-burner, a perfect
family entertainer to watch in
theatres this weekend.

— Sridevi S

him before. He is impressively uninhibited
in ‘Satvanaas’, a well-shot train song,
Along with undergoing phyvsical
transformation, he does justice to the
character’s emotional arc. Bhuvan Arora
deserves a special mention as Petkar's
likeable sidekick. Rajpal Yadav and Vijay
Raaz add a lot of depth to the story with
their presence. For a sports drama, the
music could have been far more inspiring
though, Kabir Khan loves to make feel-
oood cinema and CC (Chandu Champion)
falls into that category, too. Be it Salman
Khan in Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Ranveer Singh
as Kapil Dev in 83 or Kartik as Petkar, he
extracts the best out of his mainstream
actors, He loves to infuse humour, sports
and earnestness into his stories, but he can
dig deeper than that. There's more focus
on what happened to a person than their
inner conflict. Things get monotonous and
tiring beyond a point, making the climax
less effective. CC 1s engaging and
heartwarming even, but it seems to follow
a template. Staying the course is fine, but
breaking the rules is not a bad idea.

— Renuka Vvavahare

To review any movie and check

show timings visit elimes.in

Love Li ik

Cast: Vasishta N Simha,
Stefy Patil

Language: Kannada
Duration: 170 Minutes (UA)
Direction: Chethan Keshav

W A gangster, Jai, who has realised
his mistakes, tries to lead a new life,
but must overcome many obstacles
in his path,

ovie Review: Love Li
\/Ifeatures Jai (Vasishta N

Simha), an orphan and
reformed gangster, who grew up
without friends. He first meets
Janani (Stefy Patel), when he visits
a hospital to donate blood.
Impressed by Jai's virtues, Janani
proposes to him.

Initially, Jai is reluctant to
accept her love due to his criminal
background. Eventually, he accepts
Janani's love, and they decide to
marry. However, Janani’s parents
strongly oppose the proposal and
decide to cut ties with her. The
couple relocate to Mangaluru,
where Jai finds a job in a private
firm, and they lead a happy life.
They are soon blessed with a baby
girl. Just when everything seems
perfect, tragedy sirikes as Janani
contracts a deadly disease,
shocking Jai and adding a twist to
the tale in the second half. The
couple travels to London for her
treatment and from here on, the
plot thickens.

Love Li has a familiar story,
filled with love, sentiment, and
action, but falters in execution. The
narration fails to lift the formulaic
plot, which is marred by a shallow
storyline, lacking depth. The film
predominantly revolves around Jai
and Janani's life, making it
predictable and tests the audience’s
patience. However, Vasishta’s
performance and character arc
hold the story together. Newcomer
Stefy Patel does a decent job, and
the duo's on-screen chemistry
works to some extent.

— Vinay Lokesh
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Investment
promises

PAYING HOMAG

| SADDEMISE |

. tion of Karnataka Cham-
bers of Commerce and In-
. dustries, in assoclation
withthe Karnataka govt,on
sSunday managed to secure
Rs 4,200 crore investment
promises across the five
states of south India. The
investment promise is a big
boost to the state and the
rest of south India.

Karnataka tourism
minister H K Patil, who
. presided over the event,
. said Karnataka has seen a
: big boost in terms of do-
. mestic tourism on account
: of Shakthi scheme, that
. providesfreebusservice to
. women across the state.
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Weather ejfect Cattle prices double in 3 mnths

Sangamesh.Menasinakai
@timesgroup.com

Hubballi: Reeling under in-
tense heatwave with weat-
hermen forecasting a longer
dry spell, hundreds of dis-
tressed farmers sold their
cows and oxen at Rs 40,000 to
Rs 60,000 per pair in Feb-
March this year. With the on-
setof monsoon, which hasre-
vived agriculture activities
in North Karnataka in early
June, farmers are now
struggling to buy a pair of
oxen, whose prices have bre-
ached Rs1.21akh.
Sharanappa Malipatil, a

TCIII

UPWARD TREND: The costofa
pair of oxen went up to Rs 1.2L

cattle sellerin Kataral village
of Koppal district, told TOI
that oxen are being sold for

over Rs1lakh per P-:l.ll “Same

40,000 in Feb and March due
to water shortage and unava-
ilability of fodder Weekly
cattle markets in Gadag and
Koppal districts are facing
shortage of cattle, and it has
led toprice hike,” he said.
Murigeppa Pujari, a far-
mer in REanebennur of Have-
ri district, said he had sold a
pair of his oxen for Rs 50,000
in Feb this vear. *“We had no
fodder and were facing finan-
cial crisis due to the drought.
Now that it's raining, we ne-
ed oxen at the earliest. Howe-
ver, we need a minimum of

Rs1lakh. Whether we sell or
buy, we are at mercy of midd-
lemen, who are laughing all
the way to bank,” he said.

Veterinary officers in
Sindagi, Vijayapura district,
said the price of oxen is deci-
ded based on the race, health
and breed of animals.

“For instance, oxen of
Khilariand Amrut Mahal ra-
cesaresold at Rs1.25 per pair,
while prices of Hallikar and
Geerrange between Rs 90,000
and Rs 1.1 lakh. Devara Hip-
pargi’s Monday market and
Almel’s Friday market are
witnessing brisk sales of
oxen,” amarket source said.

P. Balaram Menon
' Passed away peacefully
A.G.Ramakrishnan on 16.06.2024
S/O A . K. Gopalakrishnan . -
29-03-1949 to 16-06-2024 Last "::-'5;': be
Passed away peacefull conaucie
on 15thaﬁ.§e 2024 y at Harishchandra Ghat
Last rituals on Sriramapuram at
18.06.2024, at 1pm, 10am today.
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INDIA BLOC ALLIES WILL TRY & BACK TDP IF
IT FIGHTS LS SPEAKER’S POLL: SANJAY RAUT

Poll officer junks EVM-tampering report

as row erupts over Mumbai NW result

Says Need No OTP To Unlock Device;
Cops Send Phone For Forensic Test

Prafulla Marpakwar &
NitashaNatu| Tvn

Mumbai: With allegations of
unauthorised EVM access in-
tensifying, the Mumbai Subur-
han Returning Officer (RO) is-
sued a rebuttal on Sunday and
notices to publications that
carried reports on the use of a
phone by a polling agent in the
Mumbai North-West Lok Sab-
ha constituency. The RO, Van
dana Survavanshi, clarified
that EVMs are standalone de-
vices without wired connectiv-
ity and need no OTPs on
mobile phones for unlocking.
On June 13, Vanrai Police
in Goregaon had booked
Mangesh Pandilkar, a repre-
sentative of an independent
candidate and a relative of
shiv Sena MP Ravindra Wai-
kar, forunauthorised useof a
phone in a counting centre at
NESCO ground. Police said
some media outlets had in-
correctly reported that the
phone was used to access
OTPs for opening EVMs. The
phone, belonging to the oper-
atorof the ECportal, was sent
for forensic analysis.
Refuting allegations of
EVM rigeging, Survavanshi
sald on Sunday, “There is no
OTP (one time password) on
mobile phones for unlocking
EVM as it is non-programma-

Man arrested in
Raj over video
threateningto

kill Salman

Mumbai: Mumbai crime
branch has arrested a 25-vear-
old man from Rajasthan on
charges of criminal intimida-
tion for allegedly uploading a
video threatening to elimi-
nate actor Salman Khan, re-
ports Ahmed Ali.

The arrested accused,
Banwarilal Laturlal Gurjar
from Bundi, was brought to
Mumbai on Sunday and pro-
duced before a local court
which remanded him in po-
lice custody till June18.

The south cyber police reg-
istered an FIR on June 12 after
Gurjar allegedly uploaded the
video on his YouTube channel
in which he says: “Goldy
(Brar), Rohit (Godara), Nitin
and Vivek (they areall associat-
ed with jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoil) and many more
brothers are with us... Despite
being told to apologise for the
blackbuck killing, he hasn't...”

Police said the video was
shot on a highwav They traced
the IP address to Rajasthan. Po-
licesaid Gurjar had used aficti-
tious name, Are choddo yaar’,
and email address, but they
managed to track him down
from his mobile number.

ble, and it has no wireless
communication capabilities.
It is a complete lie being
spread which isbeingused by
some politicians to create a
false narrative. EVMs are
standalone devices without
any wired or wireless connec-
tivity with unitsoutside EVIM
system. Advance technical
features and robust adminis-
trative safeguards are in
place toruleout any possibili-
ty of manipulation. Safe-
guards include conducting
everything in the presence of
candidates or their agents.”

survavanshi also pointed
out that the counting of elec-
tronically transmitted postal
ballot systems (ETPBS) takes
place in physical form (paper
ballots) and not electronical-
ly, as suggested by the false
narratives. She mentioned
that a criminal case has been
filed in response to the spread
of misinformation.

In his statement to Vanrai
Police, Pandilkar, a represen-
tative of Lata Shinde, said he
had borrowed the phone from
Dinesh Gurayv, the operatorof
EC's Encore portal, claiming
heneeded tocall hisdriver. He
claimed the phone was seized
by police before he could
make the call following a com-
plaint by candidate Surinder

Waikar (extreme right) during the poll campaign in May. The returning
officer sent notices to publications that carried reports on use of a
phone by a polling agent in the Mumbai North-West LS constituency

Arora of Bharat Jan Aadhar

Party. Gurav was the one au-
thorised to use the device for
receiving OTPs for the En-
core portal. A forensic exam-
ination of the phone will con-
firm if Pandilkar'sclaimsare
true or whether he used the
phone and for what purpose.
A senior bureaucrat ex-
plained that Encore portal op-
erators like Gurav are respon-
sible for entering polling data
at the end of each round on the
portal. The operator receives
an OTP on a registered cell-
phone, which they enter into
the system to gain legal au-
thorisation to enter the data,
The seized phone has been
sent for forensic analysis to de-
termine its purpose, calls
made, and texts received. The
bureaucrat said the phone
may have received many OTPs

whenever Gurav needed to up-

load data from his computer.

The RO slapped a show-
cause notice against the news-
paper that had published the
report containing “false, base-
less and fictitious™ allegations
regarding “unlocking” of
EVM with an OTP The notice
asked theeditorof the newspa-
per to reply within 24 hours
why criminal proceedings
should not be initiated under
TPC section 499 and 505 against
them for “spreading rumours,
maligning Indian voters and
the electoral system”.

As the controversy led to
political reactions, chief min-
ister Eknath Shinde dismissed
the allegations as baseless and
attributed them to frustration
over Shiv Sena's (Shinde fac-
tion) electoral success,

(With inputs by Chittaran-
Jan Tembhekar & Bharti Jain)

Rahul: EVMs are
‘black ho:g’ h_ere,
no permission
for scrutiny

New Delhi: Opposition poli-
ticians Rahul Gandhi and Ak-
hilesh Yadav raised questions
about “lack of scrutiny” of
EVMs, warning that “absence
of accountability” was threat-
ening toturn democracy intoa
sham and that voting be held
with paperballots. Theremark
came after a discussion thread
on X in which Elon Musk
called for a ban on voting ma-
chines for fear of hacking.

Rahul posted a news report
which alleged a relative of the
narrow winner by 48 votes in
Mumbai belonging to the BJP
alliance had accessed EVMs
through a mobile phone.

He said, “EVMs in India
area ‘black box’, and nobody is
allowed to scrutinise them. Se-
rious concerns are being
raised about transparency in
our electoral process. Democ-
racyvends up becoming a sham
and prone to fraud when insti-
tutions lack accountability”

“When fears of EVM tam-
pering are being expressed in
many elections of the world
and... experts are openly writ-
ing about danger of tamper-
ing, BJP should clarify therea-
son behind insistence onusing
EVM,"” said Akhilesh, Tun

India, US in ‘advanced talks’ for
co-production of combat vehicles

W] -

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India and the US
are now in an “advanced
stage of talks” for the pro-
posed joint manufacture of
the latest generation of
Stryker armoured infantry
combat vehicles (ICVs) as
part of their defence-indus-
irial cooperation roadmap.

With the US also recently
offering to demonstrate the
mobility and firepower of the
eight-wheeled Stryker in
high-altitude areas in India,
the defence ministry is exam-
ining a three-phase plan for
the proposed project, sources
told TOL Under the plan,
there will be a limited off-the-
shelf purchase of the Stryk-
ers under the foreign military
sales (FMS) programme of
the US, which will be followed
by joint production in India,
and finally there will be
co-development of its futuris-
tic versions, sources said.

All this, however, is con-
tingent on the Stryker meet-
ing the operational require-
ments of the Army’s mecha-
nised infantry battalions as
well as a high level of indige-
nisation and transfer of crit-
ical technologies to the Indi-

If 'I.'h'E' pmject is finalised, the Stryt-:ers will have tﬂ be customised and technﬂlr:sglcally conﬁgured for Indlzm
terrain, including operations in high-altitude areas like eastern Ladakh and Sikkim, a source said

an co-production partner,
which could be a defence
PSU or aprivate firm.

“If the Stryker project is fi-
nalised, the existing Indian
capabilities in ICVs will be
taken into account. Stryvkers
will have to be customised and
technologically configured

for Indian terrain, including

operations in high-altitude
areaslikeeastern Ladakhand
Sikkim,” a source said.

With the Army having a
huge reguirement of futuris-
tic wheeled and tracked ICVs
toprogressively replace itsex-
isting fleet of over 2.000 Rus-
sian-origin BMP-ll vehicles in
the vears ahead, MoD is also

pursuing indigenous pro-
jects. © Army also needs ICVs
capable of amphibious oper-
ations in large numbers as
well, Strykersarenotamphib-
ious,” another source said.
The US is hard-selling the
Strykers. Ahead of USnation-
al security advisor Jake Sulli-
van's visit to India, secretary
of defence Llovd J Austin cit-
ed the “co-production of ar
moured vehicles with India”
asvet another indicator of the
upward trajectory in the bilat-
eral defence partnership dur-
ingthe ShangriLadialoguein
Singapore two weeksago. The
US, incidentally has bagged
luerative Indian defencedeals

worth around $22 billion
since 2007. While the Stryker
project is still in the discus-
sion stage, India and the US
are conducting the final tech-
no-commercial negotiations
for inking two mega deals
within thisfinancial year,
The first is acquisition of
31 armed MQ-9B high-alti-
tude, long endurance drones
and associated equipment for
$3.9 billion, as reported by
TOI earlier The second is the
co-production of GE-F414 jet
engines by General Electric
and Hindustan Aeronautics
for the Tejas Mark-Il fighters
in India, with 80% transfer of
tech for around $1 billion.

Pak spies pose as Indian girls
to honeytrap desi officials

Shishir.Arya@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: A beehive of Pakis-
tanispies posing as young In-
dian women with alluring
names honeytraps officials
in Indian defence establish-
ments, reveal court papers
about Nishant Agrawal, a
former scientist of Brahmos
Aerospace Private Limited’s
(BAPL)Nagpurunitrecently
convicted of leaking mili-
tary secrets,

Many could fallfor the In-
dian-sounding Sejal Kapoor,
Arohi Alok, Aditi Aaron,
Aditi Agrawal, Anamika
sSharma, Divyva Chandan
Roy, Neha Sharma and Pooja
Ranjan. Agrawal did so, too,
S1X yearsago.

Uttar Pradesh’s Anti-Ter-
rorist Squad (UP-ATS) arrest-
ed Agrawal in Oct 2018. The
UP native was sentenced to
life by a court in Nagpur earli-
er this month.

Pankaj Awasthi, UP-ATS
investigation officer, said in
his deposition during Agra-
wal's trial that one ‘Sejal’ had
set up a Facebook account
from Pakistan. Using this, she
chatted with Pakistani oper-
atives and her Indian targets.

The chats showed she was
part of a group that shared

Nishant Agrawal, a
former scientist of
Brahmos Aerospace
Private Limited's
Nagpur unit, was
recently convicted
of leaking military
secrets

data and tips on deceiving In-
dian defence staffers. Awas-
thiadded thatoneof thechats
showed the group was trying
to launch a cyberattack.
According to Awasthi, Se-
jal introduced herself to Agra-
wal as a recruiter from a UK-
based company, and as a stu-
dent from Manchester to a for-
mer IAF staffer. For Agrawal,
Sejal was a recruiter in UK's
Hays Aviation. Agrawal’s pro-
file had mentioned that he was
a senior systems engineer at
Brahmos Aerospace. He wasal-
so Facebook friends with two
other individuals, Neha Shar-
ma and Pooja Ranjan, whose
accounts too were active from
Pakistan, testified Awasthi.
Agrawal had chatted with
Sejal on Linked-in too, where
she showed interest in hiring
him. Awasthi told the court
that on Sejal’'s directions,
Agrawal had clicked on links

sent by her and installed
three apps — Qwhisper, Chat
to Hire and X-trust — on his
personal laptop in 2017.

The apps were malware
that stole data from Agrawal’s
laptop, which contained classi-
fied information. Sejal and
otherspies tried to contact oth-
er defence officials too, Awas-
thi told the court,

In the case of the Luck-
now-based former IAF offi-
cer, the sleuths came across
romanticchats between him
and Sejal. However, the offi-
cer was not included as an
accused.

Sejal had sent the data-
stealing malware Qwhisper
to this officer, too. However,
no secret records or evi-
dence of crime was found in
his personal laptop. The offi-
cer admitted chatting with
Sejal. In cross-examination
by defence (Agarwal’s) law-
ver Chaitanya Barve, Awas-
thi said he had not sent [AF
man’s laptop for forensic ex-
amination. Investigations
revealed that the officer had
formatted the device.

Investigations  revealed
that Sejal was in touch with an-
other former [AF staffer in
Amritsar and had shared his
mobile number with her,

‘Musk’s view may
be applicable in US’

» Continued from page 1

‘) eplyving to a poston X
I—\h}’ Elon Musk advo-
cating the elimina-
tion of EVMs, former
Union minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said that
view may be applicable in
the US and other places
where regular computing
platforms are used to build
“internet-connected voting
machines™ butnot in India.

“This is a huge sweep-
ing generalisation state-
ment that implies no one
can build secure digital
hardware. Wrong. Indian
EVMs are custom de-
signed, secure and isolated
fromanv network or media
— no connectivity, no blue-
tooth, wifl, internet, ie,
there is no way in. Factory
programmed controllers
that cannot be repro-
grammed,” he posted.

He said EVMs could be
“architected and built cor-
rectly”, as India has done,
and even offered torun atu-
torial for Musk on the sub-
ject. Replving to this, Musk
said, “Anything can be
hacked.”

Chandrasekhar agreed
that “anything is possible”,
at least in theory *“With
guantum compute, I can de-

crypt any level of encrvp-
tion. With lab-level tech and
plenty of resources, I can
hack any digital hardware/
system including the flight
controls of aglass coclpit of
a jet, ete. But that's a differ-
ent type of conversation
from EVMs being secure
and reliable,” he said. The
Supreme Court on April 26
upheld the EVM system of
polling and refused a plea to
revive paper ballots, saying
“blind distrust” of an insti-
tution or a system “bred un-
warranted scepticism and
impeded progress”.

BJP's IT department
head Amit Malviva said
Musk or whoever else thinks
they can hack EVMs should
approach the Election Com-
mission and take a shot at it.
Healsotook aswipe at Rahul
Gandhi after the Congress
MP raised Musk's com-
ments to flag “concerns”
about the electoral process.
“Why is Rahul Gandhi com-
plaining about Indian de-
mocracy to Musk? What can
Musk do? Or is cryving before
the world and demeaning In-
dia part of Congress’s DNA?
We just had an election and
people of India rejected this
dvnast for a third time in
row. But he still does not get
it,” Malviva said.
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[essons on riots can create
‘violent citizens’: NCERT chief

Defends Book Changes, Denies Saffronisation Charge

Tinmes News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Rejecting accusa-
tions of saffronisation of the
school curriculum, NCERT
director Dinesh Prasad Sakla-
ni clarified that references to
the Gujarat riots and Babri
Masjid demolition were modi-
fied in school textbooks to
avoid creating “violent and
depressed citizens”.
Textbooks have seen sever-
al crucial topics dropped or al-
tered. The assertion that an-
cient DNA from the Rakhigar-
hi site rules out Arvan immi-
gration, leading to calls for
more research into whether
the Harappans and Vedic peo-
ple were the same, has been re-
moved. Also omitted is a de-
tailed table of Mughal empe-
rors’ achievements, Other de-
letions include BJP's ‘rath
vatra' from Somnath to Avod-
hva, the role of kar sevaks,
communal violence after the
BabriMasjid demolition, Pres-
ident's rule in BJP-governed
states, and BJP’s “regret over
the happenings in Ayvodhya”,
The new Class 11 political
science textbook claims polit-
ical parties prioritise minori-
tyv groups’ interests for “vote

Bihar ASI hit by
tractor ferrying
illegally mined
sand, badly hurt

Nawada: An assistant sub-in-
spector (ASI) suffered grave
injuries after being hit by a
tractor ferrying illegally
mined sand in Bihar's Nawa-
da on Sunday, reports SB Sin-
ha. The attack on ASI Sanjit
Kumar came exactly a week
after a constable was crushed
to death by a tractor of the
sand mafia in the state’s
Aurangabad district.

In Nawada, Kumar tried to
stop the vehicle in Laund vil-
lage but the driver knocked
him down and fled. The vehi-
cle was plying despite a pro-
hibitiononsand mininginthe
area from June15to Oct 15.

According to SHO Ranjit
Ram, Kumar had gone to the
area after a tip-off about sand-
laden vehicles. “The ASI spot-
ted the tractor and tried to
stop it but the driver deliber-
ately ran the wvehicle over
him,” the SHO said. The ASI
was rushed to a hospital in
nearby Pawapuri.

On June 9, constable Dee-
pak Kumar, 29, wasoutonarou-
tine check for illegal sand min-
ers in Aurangabad when he
was fatally hit by a tractor. The
tractor driver, Ramta Singh,
and its owner, Dharmendra Ya-
day, were arrested hours later,

Sandminingisasignificant
issue in Bihar, with several at-
tacks on cops by the mafia. The
practice is rampant in many
parts, harming environment
and denying the govi revenues.

istock

- a

Changes in textbooks were part of
the annual revision process and
should not stoke a controversy,
NCERT director Saklani said

bank politics”, leading to “mi-
nority appeasement”, a shift
from the 2023-24 session’s fo-
cus on the lack of evidence for
this idea. Additional changes
include dropping references
to the Babri Masjid demoli-
tion, the killing of Muslims in
the Gujarat riots, Hindutva,
and tweaking the reference to
Manipur’s merger with India.

During an interaction with
PTI, Saklani emphasised that
these tweaks were part of the
annual revision process and
should not stoke a controversy.
“Why should we teach about
riots in school textbooks? We
want to create positive citizens.
Should we educate our stu-
dents in a way that makes them

offensive or creates societal ha-
tred? Teaching about riots at a
young age is unnecessary; they
can learn about these events as
they grow up,” he said and
pointed out that there was no
similar outery over the absence
of the1984 riots in textbooks.
Saklani’s comments come
as new textbooks, featuring
several deletions and chang-
es, were released. The revised
Class 12 political science text-
book now refers to Babri Mas-
jid as a “three-domed struc-
ture” and focuses more on SC
judgment that allowed the
construction of a Ram temple
at the disputed site, rather
than the details of the Ayod-
hva issue. This judgment led
to reconstruction of the tem-
ple with the consecration per-
formed by the PMon Jan 22.
Responding to allegations
of curriculum saffronisation,
Saklani said, “If something
has become irrelevant, it must
bechanged... We teach history
based on facts, not to create
conflicts. Talking about the In-
dian knowledge system or the
metallurgical advancements
demonstrated by the iron pil-
lar in Mehrauli is not saffroni-
sation, Thesearefacts.”

Ist trial train reaches
Reasi in J&K via

 highest rail brldge
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With this rail link, travel between the Valley and the rest of thE country is
set to become a reality in the next 4-5 months, railway officials said

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: Indian Railways
operated the first trial train
from Sangaldan to Reasi. in-
cluding on the world’s highest
rail bridge built on Chenab
river in Jammu and Kashmir;
on Sunday, With thisrail link,
travel between the Valley and
therestof thecountry issetto
become a reality in the next
4-5 months, officials said.

Reasi was recently in the
news because of a terror at-
tack that claimed nine lives.
The railways also achieved
this feat days before PM Modi
visits Srinagar to celebrate
International Yoga Day.

In a social media post,
railway minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, “First trial
train has successfully run
from Sangaldan to Reasi, in-
cluding crossing the Chenab
bridge. All construction
work for the USBRL are
nearly finished, with only

tunnel No. 1 remaining par-
tially incomplete.”

Railway officials said the
Commissioner of Railways
Safetv is scheduled to con-
duct a two-day inspection
later this month on the San-
raldan-Reasisection.

The Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project spans 272
kkm and 209 kim has been com-
missioned in phases. Cur-
rently, trains operate from
Kanvakumari to Katra and
the railway link from Bara-
mulla to Sangaldan in the
Kashmir Valley is operation-
al. The USBRL project, 1n-
cluding the 48.1-km Banihal-
Sangaldan section, was inau-
gurated by Modion Feb 20.

The project is significant
because of the Chenab rail
bridge, which has been con-
structed 359 metres (around
109feet) abovethe Chenabriv-
er and it 1s 35 metres taller
than the Eiffel Tower:

Teen stabbed to death at birthday party in MP’s Indore

Indore: A 19-vear-old boy was allegedly
stabbed to death after aminordisputeduringa
birthday party in Madhyva Pradesh's Indore
late Saturday, police said. The deceased was
identified as Shiva Jarele, DCP Rishikesh Mee-
na said his family members told police that

Shiva and his friends were celebrating the
birthday of afriend. There was a dispute over
one of their female friends, following which
the accused identified as Kunal stabbed Shiva.
Shiva called up his parents, who took himtoa
nearby hospital where he succumbed. twn
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Doctors, students and activists team up
to lead fight against NEET irregularities

Himanshi Dhawan & Shruti Sonal | TNN
o hree days before the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET-UG)on May 5, some stu-

_A_ dentsreceived pop-up alertson
Telegram: “Leak paper available, price
Rs 5000, message to buy @HQPaper,”

The Supreme Court has now issued
notices to the Centre and NTA on these
alleged leaks after PlLs piled up. But
RTT activist Vivek Pandey says he had
posted about these ‘leak paper’ offers
on social media platforms even before
the test. “But it fell on deaf ears,” he
says. On May 5, the day of the exam,
Pandey felt a sense of déja vu.

But rather than just being happy
with his I-told-vou-so moment, Pandey
has been spending most of his timefiling
complaints with the Union health min-
istry on the problems with NEET-UG,
seeking updates from Bihar

DHRUV CHAUHAN
DOC-ACTIVIST

Students approached me
saying they feel helpless. Their
families spend years planning and
preparing for a medical career.

Their faith has been shaken

police about investigations into a leak
from the state while also petitioning for
action against the NTA in the SC. He had
earlier filed an RTI seeking clarifications
on the grace marks awarded by NTA
which later withdrew them.

Discrepancies in exams are personal
for him. He attempted to pass the pre-med-
ical test (PMT) in Madhyva Pradesh for
nearly four vears but always ended up in
failure. It was only when the Vyapam
scam—where students cheated on a large
scale to pass the state medical exam in
connivance with senior officials, teachers
and many middlemen— hit headlines
that he realised that he was tryving to win
a fixed match. Pandey eventually cracked
NEET but decided to work towards
greater transparency in the med-
ical education svstem, filing
around 1,000 RTIs since 2016.
Though no one paid heed to
his warnings in May, they are
paying attention now.

“When the ‘leak’ stories
came out, we had a small group
of 50 students who were dis-
turbed by the reports. Now
our support group has
expanded to 4,500,”
Pandey says, add-
ing that there are
lakhs who are now
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QUESTION MARK OVER FUTURE: Besides hitting the streets to protest, stressed
students are seeking advice and aid for filing complaints and petitions

up in arms against the NTA.
Like Pandey; Kota-based educator and
students rights’ advocate Dr Amit Gupta
regularly posts videos sharing the plight
of aspirants, amassing nearly 30,000 fol-
lowers on X (formerly Twitter). Gupta,
who completed his MBBS but decided to
become a teacher instead, began his "ac-
tivism' in 2015 after the AIPMT paper
leak. “1 gathered about 2,000 students, and
we decided that enough was enough.
Every time the cheaters just get away”
Gupta says. The group held rallies and
dharnas, demanding a re-exam. However;
they soon realised that taking the judicial
route would bear more fruit. Eventually,
the SC ruled in their favour.

Since then, 46-vear-old Gupta has been
fighting for other reforms too. This vear,
after the NEET results row, Gupta began
helping students out to file petitions.
Years of experience in fighting legal bat-
tles have come in handy as his lawvyers
help students draft petitions and crowd-
source legal fees. “If students take a sin-
gle exam on one date with a single gques-
tion paper in offline mode, there are
bound to be leaks. Why can't we adopt the
JEE model where multiple question pa-
pers are prepared and exams are held on

different dates online?” he asks.
Union education minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has denied that
there have been any leaks calling
the allegations motivated. But
the turmoil among students and
parents has been hard to contain.

Students Islamie Organisation
of India too has been vocal in its
protests on the exam. The group
has about 10 lakh students
in their network who

HELPING HAND: Amit
Gupta gives legal
aid to students

look to them for career guidance or funds
as many belong to economically deprived
backgrounds. 510 national secretary Ab-
dullah Faiz says they received 300 com-
plaints from students related to NEET
discrepancies. “Then we saw reports
about grace marks being given without a
proper explanation, paper leaks in Bihar
and Gujarat and six toppers from just one
centre in Harvana. We decided to file a
petition as we no longer trust the agency
conducting the exam.” SI0 also conduct-
ed a survey among its students and found
B4% had encountered problems like de-
layed start or early finish of the exam
while 48% found discrepancies or errors
in their scorecard. The most troubling
thing, Faiz savs, 1s that controversies sur-
rounding the exam had impacted the
mental health of over 7T0% of students.

Desperate students have hit social
media, organised street protests and
petitioned influencers and politicians,
The recent controversies also prompted
Dr Dhruv Chauhan, national council
coordinator with the Indian Medical
Association Junior Doctors Network,
to request a re-examination. “Students
have approached me saying they feel
helpless. They and their families spend
vears planning and preparing for a med-
ical career. Their faith has been shak-
en,” Chauhan savs.

Among the other petitioners are
coaching institutes such as PhysicsWal-
lah's Alakh Pandey and students like
19-year-old Andhra student Jaripiti
Kartheek who took the exam for the
third time. Even with the result of 506,
he finds himself at a rank of 200520
which makes state medical colleges out
of reach. “Somany of the students who
sat for the exam are struggling. NTA
should change its approach—divide the
courses and branches, and conduct dif-
ferent exams for each,” he says.

Kol Police
Transfer The
Case To Delhi

Tines News NETWORK

Kolkata: The Kolkata Police
have lodged azero FIR against
Bengal governor C V Ananda
Bose's nephew linked to rape
and criminal conspiracy alle-
gations levelled against both
by an Odissi dancer, saying
she was assaulted in a Delhi
hotel in Jan 2023.

The case, based on a com-
plaint filed at Kolkata's Hare
Street police station in Oct
last vear, has been transferred
to the Delhi Police on orders
of the chief metropolitan ma-
gistrate’s court.

Police declined to com-
ment on the complaint, regis-
tered under sections 376
(rape) and 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), beyond saving
that the chief metropolitan
magistrate’s court ordered
thatazero FIR befiled and the
case transferred to Delhi

The complainant alleges that she
had approached the governor to
help her resolve some issues she
had been facing regarding overseas
travel for dance performances

since the alleged assault took
place there.

Raj Bhavan is still to re-
spond to the development.

The complainant alleges
that she had approached the
governor to help her resolve
some issues she had been fac-
ing regarding overseas travel
fordanceperformances. Bose,
according to her, had prom-
ised assistance and had also
advised her to approach Min-
istry of external affairs
(MEA).

The Odissi dancer said she
received flight tickets and a
hotel booking in Delhi for Jan
5and 6, 2023, through the gov-

Zero FIR against Ananda nephew
over rape & conspiracy charge

ernor’s nephew, Bose, who
was stayving at Delhi's Banga
Bhavan at the time, allegedly
visited her at the hotel and
abused her.

she hasn’t explained why
she waited 10 months to lodge
acomplaint, officials said.

On May 2 this year, a Raj
Bhavan staffer had also com-
plained that the governor mo-
lested her twice (on April 24
and May 2). In this case, three
Raj Bhavan employees, impli-
cated in a different FIR, got
bail from a lower court. They
have since moved Calcutta HC
to quash the criminal charges
against them.

Bose cited the apex court’s
interpretation of Article 361
in the Rameshwar Prasad
case to point out that the gov-
ernor enjovs complete immu-
nity, even for their personal
acts, while in office, In a state-
ment, he said, “It logically fol-
lows that police cannot inves-
tigate/ingquire into the mat-
ter, in any manner, whatsoey-
er. Thus, in view of the
immunity enjoved by the gov-
ernor, police are constitution-
ally barred from carrving out
any kind of preliminary in-
quiry orregisteringan FIR.”

‘Won't see CM
till | meet victims
of poll violence’

Kolkata: Therift between Ben-
gal governor CV Ananda Bose
and Trinamool Congress govt
escalated on Sunday, with Raj
Bhavan shutting the door on
CM Mamata Banerjee until
Bose meets all the people affect-
ed by post-poll violence in state.
This decision follows a Caleut-
ta HC order on Saturday per-
mitting alleged victims and
BJP MLA Suvendu Adhikarito
meet the governor.

Bose expressed his dismay
over the treatment of vio-
lence-affected people. “All vic-
tims will be allowed to meet
meat Raj Bhavan. The CM will
not be allowed to meet me till
then. Police working at Raj
Bhavan will be transferred (if
they disallow affected people
from meeting him),” he said.

This escalated a month-
long tension since Banerjee's
public declaration on May 11,
vowing never to visit Raj Bha-
vanagain, accusingthegover-
nor of misconduct.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

No culprit will be spared, they’ll get
the harshest punishment: Pradhan

b Continued from page 1

two places. I assure students and parents
./ that govt has taken this seriously. Even if
big officials of NTA are found guilty, they will
not be spared. A lot of improvement is re-
gquired in NTA. The govt is concerned about
this, no culprit will be spared, they will get the
harshest punishment,” Pradhan said.

NTA and the education ministry is looking
into allegations of paper leak at some centres
in Patna, which has been flagged by local police
although govt officials maintained that the
number of candidates who cleared the exams
from these centres was not significant. Usually,
as a matter of abundant precaution, there are
two sets of papers, with the final one to be used
decided on the morning of the exam.

The assurance from the minister came
amid attacks from the opposition over NEET-
UG, where23lakh candidates appeared on May
5. The results were declared on June 4, and
NTA has come under severe criticism, amid al-
legations of irregularities, inflated marks and

q:}me irregularities have come to light in
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MEDICAL

PLOT for Sale in HMT Lavout.
Allotted in Nagasandra 30x40
Morth Facing BEMP B Khata
Near CHRIST University &

paperleak in the medical entrance exam.
Stating that information on alleged irregu-

larities have emerged from some specific plac-
es, Pradhan said, “Govt is working towanrds its
resolution and reform. Keeping the cogni-
sance of the (Supreme) court, specific action
has been initiated. Evervthing is being done
under supervision of the court.”

The minister added that the govt was com-
mitted to 10{(% transparency for an important
exam like NEET. *The Supreme Court itself is
keeping an eye on the matter: We will not let
anything wrong happen and action will be tak-
en whoever 1s found responsible.”

Earlier on Friday, Pradhan had indicated
that scrapping the entire entrance examin-
ation was unlikely as the sanctity of the proc-
ess could not be judged by alleged irregulari-
ties in a handful of centres. Some states with a
large presence of a powerful lobby of educa-
tion institutes have been opposing NEET and
officials argued that coaching centres were
fanning the controversy as the syllabus was
aligned with Class 12, helping more students
secure high marks.

Govt keen to continue

with the thrust

. meet farmers’

BUSINESS
PROPOSALS

CARBON BLACK
FROM EUROPE

We can offer quality
stocks at low prices on
a monthly basis
as below:

CARBON BLACK N-220
100 MT

Please contact

Euro Exim Ltd
Manchester (UK)
Email:exportsi@
euroeximitd.co.uk

Balaji Financial
Services Ltd.

CALL US AT |:
9068620874 |:
8273908549

-1 LAEKHS to 1000 Cr All
« types of Loan Available,
: no Cibil regd, Instant loan. |
* rate of Interest 3% P.A,
« Apent commission 7% R

SHREE Ganesh Finance all
Types of Loan within 3 days at
3 % vearly Agent welcome Call
s &t BT912EZ063, 08791361955

Finance

N laxminarayanfinances.com [

9045641715
9084168332

- 5 LAKH to 500 Cr. perso

« nal, Property, business, -

. project, agriculture, Home
- Loan. Instant. {@5% p.a.
Apents welcome.

SITUATION
VACANT

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

i;ﬂ':} CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE

Ida Scudder Road, Vellore.

WANTED: Sr. Personnel Manager

for Personnel Department
Qualification: MSW-PMIR / HR / MA-PMIR / HR /
MBA-HR / MBL / PG Dip. in PMIR or with 1 year

Diploma in Labour Law (DLL) / MA Social Work with
DLL/PMIR + 17 years' experience inrelated areas.

Salary: As per Institutional norms
Age Limit: 50 to 55 years

will not be entertained.

Please log on to http:/lwww.cmch-vellore.edu/ Link:
“Vacancies". Icon: "Sr. Personnel Manager”.
Online applications through CMC website will be
considered. Applications through any other means

Applications will close by 06.07.2024.

ACCOUNTANT

Accountants Wanted

Reputed company in Peenva
speks skilled Accountants.
Ideal candidates will have
passed CA Inter or cleared
CA Articleship training &
ghall have strong financial
acumen and experience in
all statutorv compliances

with background of working
inaCAfirm. Apply now to
be part of a dynamie team!

Sendd vour CV fo

OFFICE ASSISTANTS

Offfice Assistants

Join a reputed company in
Peenva. Roles in accounts,
commercial, and back-office
sales. Fresh graduates
welcome,

Apply now at

assistantsblriEgmail.com

SENIOR /
TOP MANAGERS

INDIA'S Leading Financial
Corporate invites VRS Retd/
Husziness People Home-Makers
to get associated, along with
Fixed Income in Lacs tao
achieve finanecial Goals. Call
SEREE-TTTATS BOTAT-BE4AT

MARRKETING,
ADVERTISING &

SALES

SALES

SALKS EXECUTIVE

Wanted Join a reputed
company in Peenvaas a
SALES EXECUTIVE. Drive
sales growth, build customer
relationships, and achieve
targets. Attractive salary
and career growth
opportunities.

ME now at

salesexecutives2024a gmail.
com

[ MEDICAL |

MBBS wanted. AddressHealth
iz hiring Doctors for School
Health Program. Doctors from
HSE, BTM . Jayvanagar and BSK
preferred. Call / Whatsapp
B Go0Gd45

OTHER VACANCIES

| WORK FROM HOME |

EXCITING Opportunity for
Sell’ Emploved) Retd/ NRI/
Salaried Individuals » Ex Govts
Defence & Housewives with
Freedom to work from Home &
Earn more than 1 Las with tra-
vel abroad chamee, B197THI2ETI

real estate
BANGALORE
PROPERTIES

| BANASHANKARI |

OM =:zaravana bhava
Commercial building for
sale, 15000 sqft over 5 floors. bsk
Bih stage. opp omkar Integrated
Township Projects. land size B0
= & BIA, South Faces 80ft Rd
MNorth Faces 30 Fi Bd Contact
Sl 96163, Brokers excuses

A-EHATA BEMP SITE FOR
SALE @ BSK 6TH STAGE
NICE RD JUNCTION RS 5500/
SFT C-9620043450,9006012726
AGENT EXCUSE

BANNERGHATTA
ROAD

SALE 7Acres LAND Clear
Title Excellent Location At
Sakalavara Village & can reach
on Asphalt Boad Bannerghatta
Road buyers call 9480316345

BUSINESS CONNECT

BUILDERS / INVESTORS / INDUSTRIALISTS
UNIQUE BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

An investment of 220 crore is needed to replace a
departing Shareholder/ Director in a thriving, profitable

Infrastructure Engineering Company based in Delhi.
The company boasts a sizeable order book and
strong cash flows. (Major stakeholding optional

with additional investment)

For further details, please email us of: infra0950@gmail.com

ADMISSION

MBBS

ADMISSION
ABROAD

Delhi 7428418895
Kochi 7012692661
Bengaluru 9886870111
Mumbai 9820702096

Goa 7020277049
Email: infoi@iogosindia.org

| SAHAKARA NAGAR |

BEST Investment Opportunity
for Middle Income Group Only
Buy Sites in Pre Launch Cost to
Cost with Bank Loans and
Inztallments Avail: SOidE T4

[VIDYARANYAPURA]

BRAND NEW Triplex villa.
4BHE, A-Katha, Home Theatre
Well Furnished in prime
location for sale. Price. 5.30 cr
Mob: 8217657012/ 9448461 1 &3

[ BANGALORE |

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING
FOR SALE KANAKPURA
ROAD METRO, SITE 5000SQFT
BUILT UP 200005QFT f 5.45cr
C-8008012726 AGENT EXCUSE

9000/ 51t 9MSZ29TIT / 9740092367

tender &

| TENDERS |

TENDER NOTICE

State Bank of Sikkim s
inviting eligible bidders for
selection af System
Integrator  for  supply,
implementation &
maintenance of compute,
network & security
components &
infrastructure solutions
through Request Far
Proposal [RFP] process,
Interested Companies/
Firms may obtain the RFP at
atebankofsild
Lom  from  17/06/2024.
Bank reserves the right to
accept or reject any ar all
the bids received.

STATE BANK OF SIKKIM
MH-10, GANGTOR

| CHANGE OF NAME |

I, Mamatha Yatheendranath
Tarikere Jayaswamy R/a
oA Javamangala, sth Main,
Shankara Nagara, Bengaluru-
So0096, have changed my name
t o MAMATHA
YATHEENDRANATH, via
Affidavit dated 12/706/2024
Motary: [0.GG. Shanthapps.

I Eeerthi Akshay W/0, Akshay
Babu H E K/o Flat No-007,
Floor, A Block, Bm Silver
Woods Apartment, Sector-2
27th Main Road, Hsr Layout
Bangalore-560102 have changed
my name to Keerthi G C R,

L, Garv 8/0 Abhishek Kishore
Gupta born on 10/11/2005 R/O
Shriram Spandhana Appts,
have changed my name to Garv
Kishore Gupta vide affidavit
dated 14/11/2024 at Bangalore
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Thile the proposal for
\ / expanding PLI to

' more sectors has been
on the table for a while, includ-
ing to specialty chemicals
where European companies
areretreating, there have been
1ssues around the size of in-
vestment that should be pro-
moted by govt as large global
champions are sought to be
created in India.

The details of the MSME
packagearevettobefirmedup
but the idea is to empower
small businesses, which were
a focus of the post-Covid
scheme too, so that there is
enough impetus to create em-
ployvment in the largest sector
after agriculture. Jobs, both in
terms of quantity and quality;
have been a kev concern dur-
ing the election and many see
BJP falling short of the major-
ity mark as a fallout of the
widespread discontent on this
count. Similarly, there have
been multiple suggestions to
increase income levels for
women, and increase their
participation in the work-

foree, including through some
tax arrangements. Officials
said the proposals will be dis-
cussedindetailaswomenarea
key target group for NDA.

In the case of infrastruc-
ture, govt is Keen to continue
with the thrust on public
spending, an issue on which
industry too is fully support-
ive, toensurethattheeconomy
taps into the opportunity it
creates for sectors such as
steel and cement besides feed-
ing into the overall demand for
jobs. Yet, it is cognisant of the
overall fiscal arithmetic and
does not want to take any steps
that atfect the fiscal path that
will see Centre reduce the fis-
cal deficit to 4.5% of GDP by
2025-26.

While there have been sug-
gestions to be more ambitious
and reduce the fiscal deficit
target to 51% of GDP com-
pared to 5.6% achieved during
thelastfinancial year, FM Nir-
mala Sitharaman is expected
to balance it out with the need
to undertake higher expendi-
ture to achieve political goals
while also satisfying investors
and rating agencies.

FM to meet

economists,

farm bodies for
pre-Budget talk

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: As part of her pre-
budget consultations with
stakeholders, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman will
associations
and agriculture economistson
Friday and seek their suggesti-
ons on the policy landscape for
the politically and econom-
ically erucial sector:

The full budget is expected
after mid-July and may ex-
pandonthe ideas presented in
the Feb 1 interim budget,
where the FM
stuck to the ba-
sic require-
ments ahead
of Lok Sabha
elections.

"Ideas and
suggestions of stakeholders
are thoroughly discussed be-
fore budget preparation. It's a
standard procedure and is fol-
lowed for finalising the bud-
get for all ministries/sec-
tors,” said an official. This
time, however, given com-
plaints of farm and rural dis-
tress, the agriculture sector
will bea crucial component of
the budget and will also out-
line the Modi govt's strategy
for the coming five years.

Promises made in the in-
terim budget may get a con-
creteshape with morespecific
allocation, sources said.

In her interim budget,
Sitharaman had announced
that the govt will formulate a
strategy to make the country
self-reliant in edible oils by
boosting domestic output of
oilseeds, come out with a com-
prehensive programme to
support dairy farmers, and
set up five integrated aqua
parks and launch a new cli-
mate resilient scheme for the
blue economy 2.0 for fisheries

development.

“Making India self-reliant
in oilseeds such as mustard,
groundnut, sesame, soybean
and sunflower is expected to
remain a focus area of the
budget as India currently has
to import a large quantity of
edibleoilsto meet its domestic
demand," the source said.
During the 2022-23 marketing
year (Nov-Oct), India import-
ed nearly 165 lakh tonnes of
cooking oils worth almost Rs
L4 lakhcrore.

Tankha says he wants change of
ouard in MP and Chhattisgarh

Cong prez Kharge to launch review in
‘problem’ states, may reshuffle units

eekingto plug organisational loopholes and prepare for the future,

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge will soon kickstart a review
of states where the party performed badly in the recently concluded Lok
Sabha elections. It will be followed by meetings with functionaries of
states that will go for assembly elections in coming months. Sources
said Congress will effect an organisational reshuffle in AICC and state
units after the string of meetings where the role of party chiefs and
managers will also be assessed. The review is likely to start later this
month. The issue came up for discussion inthe recent CWC meeting
held to discuss the 2024 election results. The party also wants to quickly
finalise the strategy for Haryana, Maharashtra and Jharkhand, which
will go for assembly elections in the coming months.

Times News NETWoRK

Raipur: Congress Rajva Sabha
member Vivek Tankha on Sun-
day said that there was a need for
new leadership in the party in
Chhattisgarh and Madhva Pra-
desh. “I believe the two states
need to introspect and need a new
leadership,” he told media in Rai-
pur: Tankha's statement comes at
a time when speculation is rife
about organisational changes in
both the state Congress units.
“Despite many setbacks, Con-
gress made significant gains
overall, increasing its number
from 54 to 99 seats in Lok Sabha,”
the SC lawver pointed out.
“Whoever is in govt or opposi-
tion, the fact is that democracy is
back after the recent Lok Sabha
elections. There isan atmosphere
of enthusiasm for Congress par-

tv among the public across coun-
try," he said. Congress made a
stunning comeback in other

parts of the country but suffered

humiliating defeats in Chhattis-

garh and Madhyva Pradesh. Sever-
al senior leaders, including for-

mer MP CM Digvijava Singh and
former Chhattisgarh CM Bhu-
pesh Baghel, lost the Lok Sabha
polls. In Chhattisgarh, Congress
managed to hold on to just one of
the 11 seats, but was defeated on
all 29 seats in MP.
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CPM should

Introspect on
poll debacle,
insists min
Tinves NEws NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram: Se-
nior CPM leader and former
finance minister TM Thomas
[saac has said there should be
a discussion on what went
wrong for the party in the Lok
Sabha election.

His “plainspeak™ on poll
results in an interview given
toa YouTube channel came in
the midst of assertions by
some senior party leaders
that LDF had not suffered that
big arout.

*CPM is a party of people
and hence we have the respon-
sibility toexplainittothemon
where we had gone wrong. We
should listen to people on
what they have to say about
our party and why they voted
against us,” Isaac, who lost
the election in Kerala’s Patha-
namthitta constituency, said.

“It should be found why
the common people, who are
CPM'’s vote bank, kept off the
party during the Lok Sabha
election,” he said.

Senior leaders like CM
Pinarayi Vijayan had reject-
ed assertions that the elec-
tion result was a verdict
against his govt.

Some leaders sought to at-
tribute the setback to single
causes like failure in disburs-
ing welfare pensions while
many hid behind the stock re-
ply of party going to analyse
the results.

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: An attempt to imple-
ment uniform holy mass, pre-
scribed by the Synod of the
Syro Malabar Church in the
Ernakulam-Angamaly arch-
diocese in Kerala, led to
clashes on Sunday between
faithful. Police had to inter-
vene to maintain law and or-
der following the stand-off,
The latest circular of the
Church, which warns priests
that they would be ipso facto
outof the Catholic communi-
on if they conduct any mass
other than the synodal form
after July 3, was supposed to
be read out in churches on
Sunday. However, the circu-
lar was not read out in major-
ity of the churches in the
archdiocese, and inchurches
like the Edappally St George
Church, the faithful booed
and jeered at a group which

Laity activists burn the circular in frunt of the Ernakulam St Mar:.r 5
Basilica Church. The circular was issued by Syro Malabar Church to
implement the unified mass in the Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese

demanded the unification.
At Udayvamperoor syn-
odal church, someof thelaity
(lay people, as distinct from
the clergy) members entered
into an argument over the
circularevenasthe mass pro-
gressed. Churchgoers
pushed and shoved at each

other over the issue,
Meanwhile, Almaaya
Munnettam, the laity group
coordinating the resistance
to the synodal mass in the
archdiocese, said that
churches in the archdiocese
have completely rejected the
circular issued by Syro-Ma-

CIas_»hes in Keral_a over bid for
uniform mass in churches

labar Church major arch-
bishop Mar Raphael Thattil
and Mar Bosco Puthur The
group said in a statement
that it was notread outinany
of the 321 churches in the Er-
nakulamarchdiocese.

Laitv activists protested
by burning the circular in
front of most churches. In
many churches, the circular
was torn and deposited in
waste bins. At Udayampe-
roor Kochupally, the circular
was thrown into the backwa-
ters as a unique form of pro-
test. “Today's protest demon-
strates that believers in all
parishes are prepared to re-
sist anv move to impose any
agenda without considering
the stance of the Ernakulam
archdiocese or attempting to
resolve the issue,” said Shai-
ju Antony and Riju Kanjook-
karan of Almaaya Munnet-
tam inastatement.

Fight against terrorism in
- J&K in decisive phase: Shah

Amid search for terrorists, J&K police
warn against rumours, fear-mongering

ecurity forces have been conducting search operations

across J&K's Jammu division following reports of
suspicious movements of armed men. Some of these
operations have resulted in wild goose chases, prompting
police to reiterate their advice for public to stay vigilant but
notto succumb to rumours and fear-mongering, reports
Sanjay Khajuria. Panic has gripped locals following four
terrorist attacks onJune 9,11, and 12 in the three frontier
districts of Reasi, Kathua, and Doda. These attacks resulted in
the deaths of seven pilgrims, their bus driver and conductor,
and a CRPF constable. In a counteroffensive, two terrorists were
killed. Police also assured the public that areas around Vaishno
Devitemple in Katra are safe. Searches by police, Army, and
paramilitary teams confirmed no threats, an official said.

p Continued from page 1

govt's resolve to uproot
terrorism in all its
forms through “innovative
means and seamless coordi-
nation among various secu-
rity agencies,” Shah said the
fight against terrorism in
J&K was in a decisive phase.
He emphasised on seamless
coordination among securi-
ty agencies, identifying vul-
nerable areas and address-
ing the security concerns of
such areas, Reiterating the
covi's zero-tolerance policy
against terrorism and com-
mitment to crack down on
terrorists through “innova-
tive means”, he directed all
security agencies to work in
a mission mode and ensure
guick response in a coordi-
nated manner,
Sources in the security es-
tablishment told TOI that the
revised counter-terror strate-

l')mntin;, to the Modi

oies for Jammu region shall

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Guerrillas still strike fear in hearts of Vlllagers

» Continued from page 1

the promise of the development
they have missed out on through
the decades when Maoists held sway
The guerrillas still strike fear in the
hearts of the villagers, but their writ is

r l Theirs is a leap of faith powered by

beingslowly erased.

This Lok Sabha election was the first
in memory that the run-up to voting day

and hEynnd in south Gadchiroli's

ated zone” went

“krishi melava”

forces suffering any damage.

On June 14, villagers of Midadapal-
Ii who had admittedly helped the
Maoistssetup “spike-hole” trapsinthe
foreststo kill or maim commandos and
central forces deployed for poll duty
were among those who embraced the
govi's Gaonbandi scheme during a
, or farmer congrega-

s “liber-
off without security

tion, at the Dhodra) police outpost.

In return for taking a vow not to
collude with the Maoists, the villag-
ers were promised benefits of all wel-
fare schemes that form the bulwark
of the scheme.

“The same tribals who were working
with the Maoists two months ago came
forward to pinpoint ambush locations
and help sanitise the area by uprooting
IEDs,”

include returning to the force
deployment pattern of the
1990s, with more personnel

‘India will remain
engaged with all
stakeholders’

» Continued from page 1

the foreign ministry said
alasting and peaceful res-

T n a separate statement,
asenior police officer said.

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan,
Race Course Road Bengaluru - 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383
website : www.kiadb.in, e-Mail: cdoce1@kiadb.in

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-03/179/2024-25

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

lten Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work
mentioned below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement
Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible
Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, state of the art
technology, suitable construction equipments, technical man power &
sufficient past experience for the following work :
Name of the work: Construction of additional 4th, 5th & Terrace Floors with
completion of balance works for G+3 Floors for KIADB Multistoried Office
Building, Gandhinagar, Bengaluru. (2nd Call)
The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 03.07.2024 upto 4,30 pm.

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-04/178/2024-25

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Turnkey Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work mentioned
below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999
and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible Contractors
who have got adeguate financial resources, state of the art technology,
suitable construction equipments, technical man power & sufficient past
experience for the following work :
Name of the work: Establishment, Construction and Commissioning of 600
KLD Common Effluent Treatment Plant with ZLD facilities on Turnkey Basis
including operation and maintenance of entire system for 10 years at
Baikampadi Industrial Area, Dakshina Kannada District.

The lastdate and time of receipt of tenderis : 18.07.2024 upto 4.30 pm.

Date: 15.06.2024

Date: 15.06.2024

DIPR/CP/407/Zen/2024-25

Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement
Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

Sd/-

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
@) OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE 5=

No. COS/CRIPUB/e-Tender/19/0162
Date: 08.06.2024. The following
e-Tenders can be accessed under the
link www.ireps.gov.in. Offers for such
e-Tender can be submitied only

electromically by accessing the link
www.ireps.govin—login—E-Tender
Stores/Supply. Vendors may also
contact the followmg officials to obtain
clanfication regarding particular tender
or IREPS related information if any,
Dyv.CMM/HQ/CLW/Chittaranjan,
0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/HQ),
0341-2535631. Office Address: Office
of the PCMM /(CLW/Chittaranjan. SI.
Mo.; Tender No.; Brief Description
of Ttem; Quantity; Earnest Money
Deposit (Rupees); Tender Closing
Date & Time (IST) are as follow: [1];
75244130; Stainless Steel Sheets,
Plates, Bars and Flats for WAG 9HC
as per Specn. no, CLW/MS/3/039 Ale7,
(One Set consisting of 17 ilems as per
set details attached). [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]s 739.00 Set; T 1,67.430.00;
01.07.2024 ai 11:00 AM. [2}];
T5243726; Holder for TM Suspension
for WAG-9HC as per Drg. No.: 12009-
O1.118-002 Ali-3, [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery];
5652.00 Numbers: ¥ 20,00,000.00;
J1.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. |3];
91 240884; Machined Stator Assembly
[Modified], Drg. No.: ITWD.096.102
Alt-14, Specn. No, 4TMS.096.07(0 Rev-
2, Alt-1. STR No. CLW/TM/ 1 8600,
Rev-2. [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]; 940.00 Set;
T 20,00,000.00; 12.07.2024 at 11:00
AM. |4]: §1240992; Brazing Flux
suitable for Silver Brazing Alloy Rod
& Silver Brazing Alloy Foil as per
Specification Mo, 15 2927-T75,
4TMS.096.096 Rev-1, GR BA-CU- Ag
-16A, STR No. CLW/TM/961 Rev-1.
[ Warranty Period: 30 Months after

the date of deliverv]: 122.00 Kg;
T 0.00; 09.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. |5]:

‘| 81240187; Palvester Film [Y-P] 2 MIL.

THEK., Size: 100 PLUS 2 PLUS 0 MM.
= 500 PLUS 3 PLUS 0 MM., Specifica-
tion No. 4TMS.096.104, STR No.
CLW/TM/I187 Rev-1 [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery |3 2792000 Numbers; T (0L00;
09.08.2024 at 11:00 AM. |6]:
B1240186; (i) Adhesive Glass Cloth
Tape, Size: 0.14 = 19 MM, wide [In
Continuous Roll of 30M. |, Specibication
No. 4TMS.096.026. Rev-1, STR No.
CLW/TM/ 12079/ STRAGCT [REV. 1)
(Shelf Life 24 Months) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery], (ii) Adhesive Glass Cloth
Tape, Size: 0.14 = 30 MM, wide [In
Contimuous Roll of 30M. [, Specification
Mo ATME, (6,026, Rev-1 5TR Mo,
CLW/ TM/A207T9STR AGCT [Rev, 1]
(Shelf Life 24 Months) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]s (i) 24210.00 Metre,
(i) 10150.00 Metre; T 0.00; 02.08.2024
at 11:00 AM. |7]: B1240863;
Polyamide Paper [INOMEX] PAPI,
Size: 0.38 = 914 MM. [In Continuous
Roll of 10 M.|, Specification No.
ATMS.096.09] Rev-1 All-1, STR No.
CLW/TM/176 [Rev. 1]. [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of
delivery]; 167.50 Metre: T 0.00;
23.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. |[B]:
81240868; Brazing Flux, Specification
No. DIN EN 1045-FH 10, 5TR No.
CLW/TM/961 Rev-1. [Warranty

delivery]; 435.00 Kg: T 0.00;
16.07.2024 at 11:00 AM. [92];
R1240148; Glass Tape [EGT] Size: 0,18
= 25 MM., Specification No.
4TMS.095.016 Rev.l STR No.
CLW/TM/20150 & 20160 (Rev-1)
[Warranty Period: 30 Months aller
the date of delivery]; 10012500 Metre;
F0.00: 30.07.2024 at 11:00 AM,

| PR4468] PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan

Like us on: www.facebool.com/clwrailways

Period: 30 Months after the date of

, KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL SUPPLIES
. CORPORATION LIMITED

Me. 1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, KHE Colony, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru - 560079. Phone: +31-80-23283218, E-mail: md.ksmscli@gmail.com

No.HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCD/Re-TND/04/2024-25
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref: 1) Tender Nofification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCD/Re-TND/
04/2024-25, (IND-0117)Date:15/06/2024.

2) Tender Motification No: HFW/KSMSCL/EQPT/NPPCD/TND/
OAEA/05/2024-25 (IND-0118)Date:15/06/2024.

Nationwide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system under KTPP Act
1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tenders:

1. Re-Tender for Supply of ENT Equipments under NPPCD programme,
2. Tender for Supply of Oto Acoustic Emission Analyzer under NPPCD di’

programme.

DIPR/CRSET2024-25

The tenderers who have registered under e-Procurement department may
participate through e-tendering system.
Details regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other information are
available in the Tender Document, which can be downloaded from the website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 15-06-2024, The eligible tenderers
shall submit their e-tenders under e-procurement platform for above mentioned
tenders. Further information if any may be obtained from this office.

Sd/- General Manager (Admin & Procurement)

olution required “sincere
and practical engagement
between the two parties to
the conflict”,

“India’s participation in
the summit, as well as in the
preceding NSA//political di-
rector-level meetings based
on Ukraine’s peace formula,
was in line with our consis-
tent approach to facilitate a
lasting and peaceful resolu-
tion to the conflict through
dialogue and diplomacy,”
said the Indian statement, al-
luding to PM Narendra Mo-
s repeated assurances to
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skvy that India would do ev-
erything within its means to
support a peaceful solution.

However, India and oth-
ers who did not endorse the
communique had doubts
whether the peace summit
would be able to achieve its

Date: 15-06-2024

KSMSCL, Bengaluru.
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objective of “just peace” in
the absence of Russia, the
main party to the conflict
along with Ukraine. The
zovt also said India will con-
tinue to remain engaged
with all stakeholders as well
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UN Charter and “respect for
territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty can and will serve as
a basis for achieving a com-
prehensive, just and lasting
peace in Ukraine”,
Zelenskyy had called
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(M REGERE R leel T Y O R 0. 21 REV-L. [Warranty Period:

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE Lﬁ

= gl nim
Mo, COSCRIPUR e-Tender/ 19701 62
Drate: 72024, The following e-Tenders

can be ‘accessed under the limk

www.ireps.gov.in . Offers for such e-Tender
can be submitted only electronically by
accessimg the link www.ireps.gov.in =+
login —+ E-Tender Stores/Supply. Vendors
may alse contact the following officials o
obfain clanfication regarding particular fender
or IREPS related information if any,
v, CMM/HOYCLW Chittarangan, 0341-
2525594 or SMM/OOM/HO), 0341-2535631.
Oiffice Address: Cifice of the PCMM (CLW

Deseription of ltem: Quantity:
Earncst Money Deposit {Rupees); Tender
Closing Date & Time(IST) are as follow:
[U]: TS243B23; (i) 55 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
WAG-9HC (SHELL PIPING) FOR E7T0
BRAKE SYS5TEM as per Specm.
CLWMSSM53 ALT.-21 [One set consishing
of 33 items as per sct details attached)
[Warranty Period: 30 Months afier the date
of delivery], (11) 85 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
WAG-OHC (SHELL PIPING) FOR CCR
BRAKE SYSTEM as per Specn.
CLW/MS3/053 ALT.-21 [One st consisting
of 32 items as per set details attached]
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery |; (i) 35 PIPE FITTINGS FOR
CO-000 BOGIE PIPIMG FOR WAG-9HC
AS PER SPECN. NO.CLW/MSJ3N53 ALT -
21 [One set consisting of (49 items as per sct
details attached] [Warranty Period; 30
Months affer the date of delivery]; (i) 42900
Ser, (i) 39200 Set, (§ii) 960.00  Set;
T 20000000 060; 250772024 ot 11:00 AM.
[2]: 75243732; Housing for WAG-9HC
CLW Drg. No: - 1209.01-113-002 Alt-7
[Warranty Period: 30 Months afier the daie
of delivery]: 3635.00 Nombers;
T 2000000, 00; 1072024 at 1100 AM.
[3]; 91241010; ASSOCIATED
COMPONENTS OF MACHINED STATOR
ASSEMBLY EACH SET CONSISTING
OF 11 ITEMS DRG. NOS. AE PER
ANNEXURE-A, SPECN, NO,
4TME.096.068 REV.-2, ALT.1, RDSO 5TR

Chittarangan. 51 MNo.; Tender Mo Brief

A0 Months after the date of delivery]; 2151.00
Set: ¥ 2000000.00; 0507/ 2024 at 11:00 AM.
[4]; 75243728: Wheel Set Guide for WAG-
QHC Loco as per Drg. Mo: - 1209- 01, 115-
(4 Alt-1, [Warranty Perind: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]: 10,721.00
Numbers; T [ TOTI50.00; 15/07/2024 at
DL ANL [5]: 81240263; THINNER FOR
STATOR WASHING, SPECIFICATION NO
4TMS 086,030, Rev-1, STR NO
CLWTM/MO263 [REV-1]. (SHLEF LIFE 12
MONTHS) [Warranty Period: 30 Months
after the date of delivery]; 2343388 Kg;
T HATIOM:; 10072024 at 11:00 AM.
[6]: B1240623; (i) TOP COATING PAINT,
SPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS.096.020 Rev-
1, 5TR MO, CLW/TM/ E2210) Rev-1 (SHELF
LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty Period:
30 Months after the date of delivery]:
(i1} HARDNER FOR TOP COATING
PAINT. SPECIFICATION NO. 4TS 086020
Rev-1 STR NOL CLW/TMA 2210 Rev-1
(SHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months alter the date of delivery]:
(i1i) THINNER FOR TOPF COATING
PAINTASPECTFICATION MO, 4TS, 090020
Rev-1 STR NO, CLW/TM/12210 Rev-]
(SHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months afler the dote of delivery]:
(i) 132.86 Kg, (i) 22.82 Kg, (i) 1039.50
Kg: T 0.00; 05072024 at 11:00 AM.
[7]: B1240624; PRIMER PAINT,
SPECIFICATION NO. 4TMS.096.019

ev-1, STE NO, CLW/TM/12210 Rev-
HWSHELF LIFE 12 MONTHS) [Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery
|: 2517.00 Kg; T B0190.00; 15/07/2024 at
11:00 AN |8]: 81240867 (i) GLASS FIBRE
CORD=-1 DA T.5pecification MNo
ATMWS.096, 100, STR Mo, ELTM 2066, Bev-
2, [Warranty Period: 30 Months after the
date of delivery]: (i) GLASS FIBRE CORD-
1 DILA 11, Specification No, 4TMS.096,1 (40,
STR Mo, EL/TM2066, Rev-2, [Warranty
Peripd: 30 Moniths after the date of delivery]:
(i) 4110550 Metre, (i) 11342.00 Metre:
T T2 ar 1100 AN,

PRA-46T FCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan

Lilkke ws on: www, lTacehook comdclw r'.1'i|'n;|:. %

Modi earlier this vear to
seek a high-level participa-
tion for the summit. He lat-
er sent his foreign minister
Dmyvtro Kuleba to India to
explain the efficacy of his
10-point peace plan,

sefleror aftra=n (ar=9s)
oo U #-o

POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTD.

( A Govt, of Uttarakhand Enterprise)

W]fl.l: Bhawan", Near ISBT Crossing, Saharanpur Road, Majra, Dehradun-248002
Corporate 1D : U40101UR2004SGC028675, Tel. No. 0135-2642711
E-TENDER NOTICE

Power Transmission Corporation of Uttarakhand Limited invites E-Tender
for "Augmentation of Transformer capacity from 2x80 MVA(132/33 kV) +
x50 MVA (220/33 kKV) + 1325 MVA (220033 kV) to 2x80 MVA (132/33 kV)
+ 2x50 MVA (220033 kV) at 220 kV S/s SIDCUL, Haridwar" against Tender
Specification no. PTCULE-Tender/CAP-|/55-02/2024-25. The |last date
of bid submission of e-bid is 18.07.2024 upto 15:30 Hrs. For more details
please visit e-tender website www.uktenders.gow.in (tender id no.
2024 PTCU1 72219 1) and for e-tender notice our website
www,ptcul.org.

For any assistance on E-Tendering, please contact +91-8899890000

NO. 1017 HQPUIPTCUL, Dt; 15.06.2024 Superintending Engineer (C&P-l)

“Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation™

HETTW IfeTE AT et

FTATAT THITAAT T3, TATT . 1. HEWST 1S, J19Te
./722/A9T./9.4./2024 fe=rier : 11.06.2024

3E FIF1 gAY, TS I SFHEHT, HIIE H H1AT &, 29 0
T I A, 1, 2, 3 UH Whie o1 4 7 5 7 AT o0 FEi e &g
siiAeney Ffas wmifa & sdt 8 fFlEE #wiE 2024
MPPHC_350284 | T3TeR 26.06.2024 THT A9 17:00
w FAenET @fls 1 v ¢ | faaa Fifaer gaar 3 a= faam
Portal : www.mptenders.gov.in T 5 5T HF E
W9, BTEH/ 1 14837/2024

g @t

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
CIRCLE-, CONSTRUCTION WING, FIRST FLOOR,
KOYAMBEDU, CHENNAI - 600 107

E- TENDER NOTICE 02/2024-25

eMA

E-tender is invited from the eligible firms by the Supenntending Engineer, Circle 1l, Construction Wing,

CMDA, Kovambedu, Chennai —

fuarding the mountain tops,
resuming and intensifyving
counter-operations  sector-
wise and strengthening vil-
lage defence committees
(VDCs) in all districts of the
Jammu region by refining
their training and equipping
them better to bust future ter-
ror strikes.

“The deployment levels of
J&K police, central paramili-
tary forces as well as Army
troops will beconsiderablyen-

hanced in the Pir Panjal re-
gion,” a senior officer said.

With higher force deploy-
ment expected to boost the in-
telligence flow and reduce re-
sponse time to alerts on the
presence or movement of ter-
rorists in Jammu region —
which unlike the flat-floor Val-
ley has a difficult terrain with
limited road and communica-
tion connectivity — counter-
operations will be intensi-
fied in the days to come.

TT-related gig work
now makes up 30%

of the job market’

p Continued from page 1

ob portal foundit.com

reports that IT-related

oig work now makes up
30% of the job market, up
from 12% at the end of
March. Software develop-
ment, data analytics and
UL/UI design are the most
sought-after skills in the
gig space.

Manpower Group. an
HR solutions firm, has ob-
served a10% increase in de-
mand for IT gig work com-
pared to the previous vear.
Sanju Ballurkar, president
of Experis, a subsidiary of
Manpower Group specializ-
ing in tech staffing, said,
“(3ig is becoming accepted
from a customer’s perspec-
tive as it is a more efficient
way for non-stech compa-
nies to get tech work done
without investing in a full-
fledged IT team.”

Pharma companies, oil
and gas firms, and tech
firms are the primary us-
ers of gig workers for ac-
celerating their tech road-
maps. Troogue.ai, a gig
working platform, said
85% of the projecis on
their platform are out-
sourced by GCCs seeking
giz workers or contrac-
tors. As companies aim to
reduce costs, more oppor-
tunities for gig work are
expected toemerge.

Gig work is primarily
available for those with spe-
cialized skills in cloud, da-
ta, and cybersecurity,
where firms require exper-
tise to work on hyvbrid cloud
strategies bound by data
governance and compli-
ance frameworks. Dinesh
Chandrasekar, chief strate-
gy officer at digital plat-
form Centific, said, “Work
has moved from data labell-
ing, which is to identify raw
data, to promptengineering
which is working on the da-
ta tomake Al systems more
efficient.”

Non-tech firms are par-
ticularly interested in tal-

Gethy Irnagl:i,-"!?"u restack

IHEHEJI.SE IN DEMAHD

ent with industry exper-
tise, and gig workers are
ensuring sector expertise
when enrolling on plat-
forms. Some high-payving
projects happen in spurts,
an exception rather than
the norm, which typically
require gig technologists
to work for 15-20 davson a
project, said Chandrase-
kar Companies require
project managers to help
build project roadmaps,
with this segment earning
up to $50 per hour:

The Nasscom Aon re-
port revealed that over
40% of firms prefer the
fixed-fee model based on
proven capability in areas
of expertise, qualifica-
tions, and years of experi-
ence, which are the top fac-
tors determining compen-
sation for gig workers.
Over 80% of organizations
measure the performance
of gig workers, with ap-
proximately one-third us-
ing internal tools such as
TalenDroid Platform, Zo-
ho People, Jobs.oneforma-
.com, SAP SuccessFactors,
Darwinbox, CSS On De-
mand Platform, or other
internal tools.

GQuess Corp, which ac-
quired the gigworking plat-
form Taskmo, has observ-
ed an increase in project
tenure for gig workers. Its
deputy CEQ, Kapil Joshi,
said, “Before Covid, the av-
erage tenure of freelance
projects was 9 months.
Now, firms are giving out
projects that extend to over
a year, which means clients
are trusting freelance cod-
ers for bigger projects.”

Birla: Relocation part
of landscaping exercise

» Continued from page 1

continuity in key ap-

pointments, especial-
Iy for the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security ministries
of defence, home, finance
and external affairs, has
also reinforced the esti-
mate in certain guarters
about the outgoing speak-
er being continued.

An agriculturist and
grassroots worker, Birla
was re-elected from Kota-
Bundi LS constituency, be-
coming the first speaker in
20 yvears to win his second
straight election. Prior to

‘[“).11"5 preference for

Dt. 13.06.2024

107, undar Two cover systam for the work of “Request for Proposal
(RFP} for appointment of consultant for preparation of Detalled Techno-economic Feasibility Report and
Transaction Advisory Services for Development of Global Sports City at Semmancheri, Chennai District ",

this, he was a
member of the
Rajasthan as-
sembly, repre-
senting the Ko-
ta South con-
stituency from
2003 to2014.
Birla's first
term saw him

E-tander Notice Mo. 02/2024-25 dt.13.06.2024

developing

Last data & Time of receipt of tender through onling | 18.07 2024 at 3.00 P.M.

equations

Downloading the tender document by Frea of Cosl,

From 18.06.2024 1o 18.07 2024 upto 3.00 PM

ACI'0SS the
spectrum, es-

Far further details visit weab site

pecially be-

DiPRMSSTENDER 2024

Superintending Engineer,
Circle-1l, CW, CMDA, Ch-107

cause of hisde-

clared stance of preferring

newcomers, the ‘back-
benchers’ who always
chafed atthechair's "outof

turn” indulgence of veter-
ans. He also encouraged
the ‘back-benchers’ to par-
ticipate in proceedings,
motivating them to over-
come the fright of the big
stage, although the effort
did not succeed with Sun-
ny Deol, the actor who was
elected from Gurdaspuron
a BJP ticket in 2019.

On Sunday, Birla justi-
fied the move to relocate
the statues of freedom
fightersand national icons
spread across the Parlia-
ment premises toa new en-
closure, Prerna Sthal. He
said the relocation was
part of the landscaping
and beautification exer-
cise for which all stake-
holders were consulted.

“Ihave beendiscussing
these issues with different
stakeholders. People were
of the view that having
these statues at one place
will help disseminate in-
formationabouttheirlives
and achievements in a bet-
ter way,” Birla said.
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Petite European spacecraft
‘Bikini’ falls off In

dia ramp

The Exploration CoOmMpany

Returns
To French
Launcher

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Petite Europe-
an spacecraft “Bikini”,
which was set to hitch a ride
aboard India’s trusted PSLY,
soar to a staggering altitude
of 500km, make are-entry in-
to Earth’'s atmosphere and
plunge into the deep sea,

“hascomeafull circle and re- .

turned to launch from
France”, Originally slated to

Weighing a mere 40kg, Bikini is the brainchild of The Exploration Company,
a European startup aiming to make inroads into the in-space delivery sector

The success of the Bikini
mission promises to unlock
new possibilities, propelling
the company toward even
grander re-entry missions in
the future. As part of its now-
cancelled contract, NSIL was
to harness PSLV’s final stage
—the PS4.

The plan was tomount the
re-entry capsule onto PS4,
which would have parted
ways with Bikini once the
primary satellites were de-
ployed postlaunch.

A Had the mission hap-
i rosae pened through NSIL, it
B e J.f"’] would have been the PSU's
maiden voyage into such a
venture for a customer.

partner with France's Aria-
nespace, Bikini's developer,
The Exploration Company,
had secured a contract with
Indian Space PSU NewSpace
India Limited (NSIL) owing
to delays in the development
of the Ariane-6 rocket.

Now, since PSLV mis-
sion's timeline was not suit-
ing its requirement, the firm
has returned to Ariane-6 for

the mission., NSIL's PSLV
launch, tentatively planned
for Jan 2024, has been de-
layed because of non-availa-
bility of the primary satel-
lite, without which the mis-
sion cannot move forward.
“Bikini, our baby re-en-
try demonstrator that we
builtin ninemonths in 2022,
has just landed in Kourou,

While the ultimate desti-
nation of Bikini's descent
would only be known later; the
capstile has not been designed
to be recovered by The Explo-
ration Company. And given
that Bikini will have no pro-
pulsion systems, it would rely
on the Ariane-s rocket to re-
ach an appropriate altitude
from where it could re-enter
the Earth’s atmosphere.

French Guiana. We are
looking forward to the Ar-
iane6 first flight that will
bring Bikini to space,” the
European firm said.

Weighing a mere 40kg,
Bikini is the brainchild of
The Exploration Company, a
European startup aiming to
make inroads into the in-
space delivery sector.

Stalin renews NEET ban demand

Chennai: Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin has reiterated his party
DMEK’s demand to stop NEET, highlighting complaints about
alleged irregularities in the medical entrance test this vear.

In an X post on Sunday, Stalin cited Gujarat police FIRs
pertaining to invigilators allegedly tampering with exam
OMR sheets in exchange for money amid claims about
cheques, some of several crores and others blank.

*This conspiracy, implicating a school principal, a phys-
1es teacher, and several NEET coaching centres, underscores
the urgent need for svstemic change,” Stalin posted. Banning
NEET has been one of the kev demands of DMK and a poll
promise. A few days ago, Stalin had shared on social media
the report of a panel, Justice A K Rajan committee, constitu-
ted by his govt to expose NEET's purported flaws. According
to Stalin, the ongoing controversies around NEET highlight
its “fundamentally inequitable nature™. Stalin’s sister called
foranationwide probe into recent irregularities, tww

Bengal iPhone truck loot: Accused held

: Kolkata: West Bengal CID on Sunday arrested in Delhia man
: accused of looting a Kolkata-bound truck carrying over 1,000
: iPhones from Chennai after intercepting it in West Midna-
- pore's Debra on Sept 28 last vear. “We conducted a raid in Del-
: hi's Punjabi Bagh and arrested Aslam,” CID source said.

0SBl

AN APPEAL TO DEPOSIT/SAFE DEPOSIT LOCKER
CUSTOMERS OF SBI

details, please visit us on bank.sbi.

Nemination facility is intended to facilitate hassle-free transfer of the fund
available in the deposit accounts (Individual)/ contents of safe deposit
lockers to the nominee if such an unfortunate situation arises. We,
therefore, make an appeal to our esteermed customers (Individuals) to
register nomination in all your deposit accounts/ safe deposit lockers.
Momination facility is available on internet banking (onlinesbi), YONO ar by
visiting home branch, Nomination can be registered / modified fcancelled
any time during the currency of deposit/safe deposit lockers. For further

Tearm SBI

Never called Indira
mother of India: Gopl

Thiruvananthapuram: Union minister of
state Suresh Gopi on Sunday said he never called
Indira Gandhi ‘mother of the country.’ Clarify-
ing that his “Indira is mother of India” remark
about former PM was misinterpreted by media,

Letter No. ASMC/KAUSHAMBI/ADVERTISMENT/2024-25/349

WEBSITE
WWW.DGME.UP.GOV.IN

ADVERTISMENT

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF PROFESSORS, ASSO-
CIATE PROFESSORS, ASSISTANT PROFESSORS AT AUTONOMOUS
STATE MEDICAL COLLEGE, KAUSHAMBI UP. FOR DETAILS VISIT OUR
WEBSITE-

WWW.ASMCKAUSHAMBIIN AND DGME

Gopisaid what hehas said was Indira “mother of
Congress” and “mother of modern India.”
While visiting the memorial of Tamil Na-
du’s former Congress CM K Karunakaran in
Thrissur on Saturday, Gopi had described Indi-

LAST DATE OF ACCEPTING APPLICATION IS 13.07.2024 TILL 05:00 PM.

Date 15-06-2024

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, AUTONOMOUS STATE
MEDICAL COLLEGE KAUSHAMBI

ra Gandhi as the “mother of India” and Karu-
nakaranasa “courageous administrator”™. Ty

F__—___—___1

| Z=== KARNATAKA STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

M0.49, "Pansara Bhavana®, Church Street, Bengaluru - 560 001,
w Ph: 080-25586520, 25689112, Fax; 080-25586321
E-mail: contacti@kspeb.gov.in Website : hitps:ikspcb kamataka.gov.in

I NO.PCB/257/SEO/MINES/EPH/2024-25/1133 DATE: 14.06.2024

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION

Mis. Shivashakti Stone Crusher has proposed to undertake Building Stone
Quarry project of capacity 70,460 TPA in the total land Area of 4.26 Acres at
Sy. Nos, 59/11, 16, 17 of Ambewadi Village, Belagavi Taluk, Belagawi District,
Kamataka. This project proposal falls under cluster effect as per Office
Memorandum issued by MoEF&CC, Gol vide No. F. No. L-11011/175/2018-1A-
lI{M) dated:12.12.2018.

I As Per the Environment Impact Assessment Notification dated:14.09.2006 and
Amendment dated: 01,12.2009, the project proponent has to obfain prior
Environmental Clearance from the State Level Environment Impact Assessment
Authority and is required to go through the process of Environmental Public
Hearing. As per the Terms of Reference letter (ToR) Mo. SEIAA 343 MIN 2023
dated:17.10.2023 issued by the SEIAA, Kamataka and request letter of the
project proponent dated: 31.10.2023 and Regicnal Officer, Belagavi-1 letter
dated:08.02.2024, the Environmental Public Hearing was scheduled on
16.04.2024 (Tuesday) and the Notification was published in the Newspapers

I (Kannada: Hosadigantha & English: The Times of India) on 15.03.2024.

Further, the Environmental Fublic Heanng was postponed as per the instructions
of the Deputy Commissioner, Belagavi District in view of General Elections to
Lok Sabha-2024 and as the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) was in force.

Mow, the Regional Officer, Belagavi-1 in letter dated:11.06.2024 informed that,
as per the insfructions of the Deputy Commissioner, Belagavi District, the
Environmental Public Hearing is re-scheduled on 03.07 2024 (Wednesday) at
11.00AM.

The details of the project are as follows:

1. Name & Address of the proposed Quarry : M/s. Shivashakti Stone
Crusher, 5r. Chandrakant Mahadev Patil, H No. 384/4, Mahadev Road,
Kangarlik H, Belagavi District.

2. Location of the proposed Quarry Project : Sy. Nos. 59/11, 16, 17 of
Ambewadi Village, Belagavi Taluk, Belagavi District.

3. Details of proposed Project: Proposed 1o undertake Building Stone
Cuarry of capacity 70,460 TPAin the total land Area of 4.26Acres.

4. Date, time and venue of Environmental Public Hearing: Date:
03.07.2024 (Wednesday) Time: 11:00 AM Place: Project site,
M/s. Shivashakti Stone Crusher, Sy. Nos. 58/11, 16, 17 of Ambewadi
Village, Belagavi Taluk, Belagavi District.

5. Places of availability of project documents as per EIA Notification,
which is kept open to public are: (a) Office of the Deputy Commissioner,
Belagavi District, Belagavi. (b) Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayat, Belagavi
District, Belagavi. (¢ ) District Indusines Centre, Belagavi District, Belagavi.
(d) Thasildar Office, Belagavi Taluk (e)Gram Panchayath Office, Ambewadi
Village, Belagawi Taluk. (f) Office of the Regional Office, Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board, Belagavi-1 (g) SEIAA Kamataka (Ecology and
Environment), Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment, Government of
Kamataka, Room No. 708, Tth Floor, 4th Gate, M5 Building, Bengaluru -
560 001. (h) HELP DESK, Kamataka State Pollution Control Board, Ground
Floor, No.49, Pansara Bhavan, Church Street, Bengaluru— 560001,

Note : Suggestions, views, comments and objections of interested bonafide
residents, environmental groups and others located at project site and likely to
be affected by the proposed project are invited within 30 days from the date of
publication of this Notification to make oraliwritten/E-Mail suggestions to the
Kamataka State Pollution Control Board! Chairman, Environmental Public
Hearing Committee (Deputy Commissioner, Belagavi District, Belagavi).
Interasted public can participate in the Public Hearing at the above place. For

I details please visit our Website: kspcb_karnataka.gov.in sl

Member Secretary

Principal,
AUTONOMOUS STATE MEDICAL COLLEGE,
KAUSHAMBI
My clients are the absolute owners of converted lands measuring 44 Acres 1 Gunta in
various survey numbers situated in Sarjapura Village and 125 Acres 14 Guntas in
various survey numbers at Chikkadunnasandra Village aggregating to 169 Acres 15
Guntas as per the details furnished herein. Eversince the date of purchase, my clients
are incontinuous, uninterrupted and peaceful possession of the sakd properties.
It has cometo the notice of my clients that certain unauthorized persons are attempting
1o fabricate false documents and to alienate the same in favour of third parties with
criminal intent. Any such atternpts on the part of such persons is completely illegal,
without any sanction from my clients who are the absolute owners of the sald properties
and render such persons liable for criminal prosecution.
Members of public are cautioned against dealing with anyone claiming o be having
rights over the said properties as no other person or entity has any manner of right, title
or interest over the same and any transaction relating to the said properties will not
confer any valid title in favour of such purchasers nor is binding on my clignts.
Al attermpts o claim any rights against the properties detailed hereunder will be stoutly
defended by my clients and anyone claiming such rights shall do so at their own risk,
costand panl.
Table of Properties situated in Sarjapura Village, Sarjapura Hobli,
Anekal Taluk, Bengaluru,
al. No.| Sy. No. Extenl al. No.| Sy. No. Extent
AA GG AA GG
1. 476 i 32 13. 496 03 21
2, BO7/1 02 20 14, 493 00 37
3. 490/2 o1 | 12.08 15. 493:2 ot | 17
18 495 01 36
61 49en 1 024 30 | =T %97 | 00 a0
7. 494/2 o2 | 08 : -
20. 4821 02 28
8. 49 ]3] 17
: 21. 482/2 00 05
2 4851 | 02 | 11 22 | 4852 | 02 | 16
11, 500/2 00 | 30.08 %4 4944 00 05
12 498 04 | 04 Total ITHET
Table of Properties situated in Chikkadunnasandra Village,
Sarjapura Hobll, Anekal Taluk, Bengaluru,
SI. No.| Sy. No. Extent S1. No.| Sy. No. Extent
AA GG AA GG
1. 6 05 34 36, 41,7 00 17
2. 1 0f 15 37 41/5 00 14
% 553 oo | 02.08 38. 41/9 0 23
4 e 01 10 a9, 41/3 00 11
5, 7412 0l | 27 jﬁ’ “1‘j1 ‘1[. EE ?g
6. 8416 | 02 | 04 )
42 59/3 00 | 02.08
F i 84,2 01 o0 13 =5 0 28
8. i 01 | 17.12 '
44 14/1 01 | 0712
9. J8 09 13 45 41/2
. 48 00 | 12 46, B4/ 0|27
12, T 01 25 47 94 07 15
13, 42 00 | 14 48, 74/1 03 | 00
14, 54 01 | 38 49 B4/1A
15 55/2 01 0z (84/15) 00 10
16. 50,2 0o 06 0. 67 03 24
17, 17 01 21 a1 89/3
18. 43 02 01 (B1A) 03 04
19, 471 00 05 a2, 472 ad e
20 5010 | 00 | 16 3d. &2 00 | 28
21, 551 03 | gg ;5‘ gi Sg
22, 81 01 (0f -
5h. [t 01 | 27.08
23. 61 03 16
a7, 46 03 02
24, 87 0z 21 eg &3 00 o4
£, o8 ”} 135 50, 66 03 | 14
6. 63 01 11108 | "gp 44 00 | 10
27. 69 o1 | 07 B1. 884 | 03| 00
28 581 01 ) 02 B2 73/2 01 | 27.08
29, 49 04 | 03 B3. 74/3 01 | 28
J0. 41n a0 11 Bd. g4/2 00 10
3. 41/2 0o 22 313 7 02 al
32, 45 oo 28 B, 7713 01 22
33. 48 01 03 67, 88/3 01 20
34, 76 04 21 GE. 79/2 03 09
39, 41/ a0 08 Total 125 14
(B.5. EHHHMHHAAEE.-:EAH}
aie,
“EDEN PARK™, No.20, Vittal Mallya Road, Bangalore-560 001. Tel ; 22217971,
Bangalore Date: 15/06/2024

TIMES
impact

RIGHT PLACE.
RIGHT TIME.
RIGHT AUDIENCE.

TICK OFF ALL
YOUR BUSINESS
OBJECTIVES.

Grow your business
multifold with our
exclusive print and

digital solutions.

Register now for our free virtual seminar.

Call: 1800 3096 208
or visit: toirsvp.com/1

Date: 26" - 28™ June

Scan to register
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CONTRAPUNTO

It is error alone which needs the support of govt.
Truth can stand by itself

-THOMAS JEFFERSON

EC, Talk Better

Controversy over Mumbai North West LS poll
result must be settled quickly by the commission

hat the Mumbal North West Lok Sabha victory would

I snowball intoa controversy was almosta given. When Shinde

Sena nominee Ravindra Waikar beat UBT Sena candidate

Amol Kirtikar by 48 votes after recounting of both EVMs and postal

ballots, concerns of a miscount amped up to strong suspicions of

misconduct in opposition camps. UBT Sena and others allege three
serious counts of wrongdoing,.

One, Shinde Sena candidate’s agent/associate used a mobile
phone inside the counting area. None except the Returning Officer
can carry a mobile phone into counting centres. Call records of this
phone are under police investigation. Two, following SC’s order to
storeall VVPAT machines with symbol loading units, UBT Sena has
soughttechnical inspectionof thesame-but EC website apparently
hasno SOP for such a technical probe, so it’s vague what the “probe”
might entail. Three, allegations centre on RO at the NESCO centre,
-  thesiteof irregularities.

That very day, both Kirtikar and party
workers raised alarm over the counting.
Once the presence of an unauthorised
phone was established, surely EC could
have reacted immediately by putting out a
statement. This kind of incident puts EC
in the spotlight, not simply the state poll
commission. And every such incident
contributes to the chatter. For instance,
before counting day, opposition sought
EC walkback on allowing postal ballots to
be counted after EVMs. Law says postal
ballots be counted first. Why tweak that in the first place?

Kirtikar has written to EC with his complaints. Mumbai North
West has pressed all the buttons for those asking for complete
transparency of theelection process. ECisfirmaboutsanctity of its
processes; it holds results speak for themselves. It argues due
process is underway. But reality is instances where EC doesn’t make
its response public run the risk of getting a life of their own online.
EC must necessarily communicate to today’s alert electorate on its
due processes.

In the internet era, EC has faced civil society scrutiny like never
before. Reliability of EVMs, including VVPATS, its “unhackability”,
isat thecore of EC'sbusinessof trust. Elon Musk’s tweet, unrelated
to India’s election, that EVMs should be done away with, can only
add fuel to the fire. EC has vet to make a statement on breaches of
protocol. It must engage with the electorate more - on processes, its
parallel paper trails, and its MO in the event of a breach.

Swiss Fantasy

Ukraine-Russia peace conference without Moscow
in the room, is more spectacle than substance
P I ore than 90 countries participating in a weekend conference

to forge a peace plan for Ukraine, suggested its ambition

was realistic. But this was an out and out misreading.
Because one crucial country was not invited: Russia. International
mediators are not going to get far without first bringing both Ukraine
and Russia to the same negotiating table,

Western prioritisation | This conference in Switzerland was
preceded by a G7 commitment to a new $50bn loan for Ukraine,
securitised through interest on the frozen assets of Russia’s central
bank. Anarchitectof thisplan, US treasury secretary Janet L Yellen
says that it's about “getting Russia to help pay for the damage it's
caused”. This 1s quite a distinct goal
from a ceasefire or peace.

Russian maximalism | Even less
formidable goals - from food security to
return of Ukrainian children - cannot
be accomplished without negotiations
with Russia itself. The great stumbling
block, of course, is “the realities of
today” that are Putin’s precondition to
negotiate. He wants to hold on to the Ukrainian territory gained
through incremental advances on the battlefield, and more. Such
maximalism has been propped up by the surprising resilience
shown by both Russia’s military and economy. And now an additional
factoris,calculatingthat he will geta better deal by waitingitouttill
Trumpis US president.

Middle ground | A March opinion poll found that Ukrainians
under 35 are the most pessimistic about victory and the most willing
to accept limited war outcomes. Two vears of death and destruction
later, the bitterest truth is actually identical for Zelenskyy and Putin.
Itisthat victory remains elusive for both Ukraine and Russia. This is
what international diplomacy must build on. A shared truth is more
fertile ground for compromise, than an unshared conference.

Fashion vs Fahrenhelt

Neanderthals matched dress to weather, we don't

Shinie Antony

| Theweather is a handy icebreaker. We say ‘too hot’ and ‘such a
cold winter’ to fill awkward pauses. Harmless, obvious state-
ments like these further the cause of human interaction, and
let us all oceupy the planet in consensual boredom. In fact,
entire marriages have gotten by on weather reports - ‘1 love yvou’
replaced by ‘looks like rain’. Novelists go on and on about the
snowclad and the sun-dappled... But all ye who take its name in vain, beware!
Weather wreaks revenge by being utterly unpredictable. It blows hot and cold.

However humid it may be, no human being is willing to sacrifice sartorial
levels for comfort. At the ministerial swearing-in ceremony in Delhi recently,
conducted in the open air, everyone came in bandhgalas and Banarasis, Brocade
was the dress code. This despite the fact that due to an insufferable summer
the city is stewing in its own juices. Deep underneath such finery, where the

innermost fabric scratches skin, is where global warming gets

m y personal. We are all about style statements. In strappy white linen

when it's freezing and quilted jackets when sunny, pants cut at the

l—"/) ankle as if’ expecting floods, hair left loose in gyms. Spanx under
skinny jeans twosizes small even if vital organsasphyxiate.

There was a time when cavemen ripped off the fur of the first bear they met to
keep warm. In summers Neanderthals turned up naked for business meetings.
Wardrobes used to be straightforward, attuned to climate conditions. But in the
era of selfies, being photo-ready trumps discomfort. A grand occasion, like say a
wedding or funeral, cannot succumb to whimsical temperatures. The kanjeeva-
rams and Nehru jackets must be unpacked, dryveleaned and donned on D-day; just
like the white chikankari kurtas must be teamed with mournful cream or beige
dupattas. Brides and bridegrooms gently steam on stage in all their dolled-up
finery. A corpse seldom minds the thinness of cotton sheets inside icy morgues.

Vanity at some point meets ACs and central heating, when entering a door
means frostbitten Narnia or the fires of hell. In a magical reversal of Celsius,
you are now boiling or shivering. Suddenly covered in goosebumps, rubbing
vour arms, shifting closer to people for warmth, like the Little Match Girl
lighting her last matchstick. Or beaded with perspiration and expected to
remove your sweater, your sole outerwear. That's when you insist it's actually
cold and borrow someone’s shawl.
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LESS THE MATTER

Note For FM: Save For India
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Declining savings rate is a red flag in a growing economy. Unemployment as an election
issue showed how low savings-led patterns of growth have a political cost

Narendar Pani

With general elections behind us. FM
can take a step back from celebrating
high growth rates and the size of the
Indian economy tolook more closely at
some points of concern. Election
results were a reminder that India’s
growth rates haven't always translated into an improve-
ment in critical social indicators as well as in
emplovment.

The conventional wisdom that inequality
does not matter if growth is high enough to lift
large numbers above an economists-defined
poverty line, is losing some of its political sheen.
Besides, there are warning signals in the growth
process itself. Prominent among these red flags is
the challenge of declining savings rates,

Savings trend since 1991 | The
proportion of Gross Domestic
Savings to GDP since libera-
lisation began has followed
aninverted U curve. It rose
steadily from 23.3% of
GDP in 1990-91 t0 37.8% in
2007-08. Since then, there
has been an equally
steady decline, reaching
28.2% in 2020-21. Studies |
have shown that the !
increase was largely
achieved through increased
inequality. As the share of
therich in GDP rose, income
moved from the poor who
consumed most of their
earnings to the rich who could
afford to save more.

Increasing savings by
raising the share of the
rich in GDPE, necessarily
limits, if not squeezes,
the share of consump-
tion of the poor This
pattern cannot continue indefinitely

In a democracy, there is political pressure to transfer
resources to the worst off through welfare measures.
While these measures could be dismissed as freebies,
they've become a political necessity. There's also the
possibility that, bevond a point, a rising share of income

tor those at the top of the economic pyramid may only
lead to assets being held outside the country, without a
sustained effect on domestic savings. And there are signs
that this has become an increasingly significant factor.

Price to pay for shift to tech | Decline in the rate of
gavings hasn't had an immediate impact on growth.
Rise in FDI has made up for some of the shortfall in
domestic investment. There has also been a structural
shift in the Indian economy towards more productive
gsectors. But these are not unmixed blessings.
FDI can fluctuate quite sharply The shifts to more
productive sectors are no doubt very good news as
faras growth rates are concerned, but this increase
in productivity often comes from movement
towards more capital-intensive
. work practices. This can
leave large sections of the
labour force out of work.
With employment already
becominga political issue,
there'll be a price to be
paid for a sustained
shift to labour-
substituting tech-
nologies. Lower
§ | domesticsavings
rates thus raise
the prospects of
both fluctuating
growth rates as well
as patterns of growth
that are insensitive to
employment.
Reviving domestic
savings rates would need
areviewof economicstrate-
gies that have taken deep
root since liberalisation. In
his 1991 Budget speech,
Manmohan Singh suggested
gpening up the economy to
make Indian industry more
competitive. When that did
not always happen, the eco-

nomy became more dependent on foreign investment,
both FDI and Foreign Institutional Investment (F11).

Losing out on small investors | Efforts to make India
more attractive to Flls included sustained pressure to
move from multiple regional stock exchanges to two

large stock exchanges in Mumbai. Closure of regional
stock exchanges had a negative impact on the still-
developing links between local savings and investment
in emerging corporate entities,

The regional stock exchanges helped businesses
with local reputations to raise local capital. The more
successful among these businesses could then move on
to the national and even international stage. The
Ambanis may have been the more striking story of
movement from small business to a global empire, but
they were not the only ones.

The emergence of local economic players also
suited another dominant, but usually ignored, trend in

the Indian economy: the

e movement from agricul-
. ture to industry Agrarian
Beyond a point, a families with access to
1< traditional capital had an
rising snare o Fer e int
= opportunity to move into
income forthetop | .. inducir
3 v, and then
of the economic use their loeal reputations
- to tap regional capital.
p}'l'ﬂl'l‘lld may ““I¥ This also allowed small
|Eﬂl.'| to assets bemg savers to invest in the ent-
held outside the Er%t;iﬂes Ef f:amilliJEE they
- y 1.
country, withouta ™ 5 o
z e closure of regional
sustained effecton stock exchanges cut a
= . critical link in thischain.
d:!ﬂ?iglﬂ SH:II'IHS. The large stock exchanges
This Is alrea ya were associated with much
sianificant factor larger Initial Public Offers
g

(TPOs), where the mini-
mum investment was well beyond the capacity of very
small investors. From a capital market in the 1980s
where investors with no more than 1,000 could apply
for shares in TPOs, we moved to a regime where such
investors had no place.

Revive regional stock exchanges | A meaningful strategy
to raise the savings rate would need to build links
between small saversand thelocal, national and global
economies. This would require mobilising local
savings in ways that develop the relationship between
local investors and small savers. This could include
the revival of regional stock exchanges as small cap
exchanges. as well as other financial innovations that
recognise all levels of the economic pyramid from the
bottom tothe top.

The writer is JRD Tata Chair Visiting Professor, National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengalury

Why Govt Jobs Should Be Less Secure

Dismissing or demoting bureaucrats must be made simpler to ensure efficiency and
accountability. Without this, no administration can achieve the speed of development it desires

Praveen Gedam & Arghya Sengupta

With a new govt taking
charge, the spotlight
turns to bureaucrats
a4 who'll work to fulfil

' its mandate. The

h d ; tenure and service
conditions of bureaucrats are often overlooked, but
are critical toensuring the whole govt works in concert
to achieve its development goals. Highest in criticality
is the ability of govtto hire and fire civil servants.

Mis-firing officers | Most of us haven't heard of a

importance. But it also means that it's extremely difficult
to get rid of employees who're not discharging their
duties. Anecdotally, we know of numerous cases where
an engineer was unaware of standard guidelines for
construction, a police officer prepared a criminal char-
gesheet under civillaws, and a clerk couldn’t even write
the name of his office. Most of them, and countless
others like them, continue to ‘serve’.

Long & winding process | Here's how extant disciplinary
rules work in practice. The process starts with gathe-
ring evidence, followed by a showcause notice, some-

govtemployee being fired. This tells us how super
secure govt jobs are. That’s one reason why lakhs
of highly educated people apply for lower-level
govt positions every year, and why govt servants
are often preferred over higher paid private-
sector emplovees in arranged marriages.

Such security of tenure was a key feature of
govt jobs globally as well, but has changed over
time. In India, it hasn't.

Pleasure to permanence | Traditionally, all civil
servants served at the “pleasure” of the Crown.
This meant that the monarch could dispense with
their service at any time. When India became a
democratic republic, this was sought to be balanced
by the need to create an independent and empowered
bureaucracy, Thisled tothe incorporation of Article
311 of the Constitution based on which disciplinary
laws for govt servants were enacted. But the process
laid down has become so complicated over the years
that it’s almost impossible to dismiss someone from a
govtjob. The only exception is if the person isconvicted
by a criminal court, another rarity in India for govt
servants, The pendulum has swung from pleasure to
permanence.

Unlike private sector, where bosses can fire some-
one for not doing her job well, in govt it's practically
impossible. No doubt, job security is of paramount

that time, every stakeholder other than the employee
involved has moved on, and the problem leading to the
inquiry isn't seen as important anymore. As a result,
the emplovee is usually declared not guilty:

Urgentreform needed | For an efficient, modern, service-
oriented bureaucracy, this process must be simplified.
It should be completed within three months, during
which other stakeholders (say, seniors and affected per-
sons)are still around and consequences of misconduct
of the employee are fresh in memory. Second, the
guantum of punishment should also be an effective
deterrent. At least for corruption, inefficiency, lack
of delivery, insubordination, gross negligence and
frequent absenteeism, major punishments such as

dismissal or demotion should be made mandatory.

Idea for first 100 days | That said, protection from
undue influences needs to be kept intact or even
bolstered by shielding bureaucrats from arbitrary
transfers (legally not punishments, but in practice
s0) through enacting suitable rules. The Indian
bureaucrat is rightly praised for holding the vast
and diverse country together, and guiding it
towards progress. But at the same time, she is
alsocriticised, again rightly so, for being slow and
inefficient.
AsIndia celebrates 75 years of its Constitution
and with govt ready to unveil its first-100-day plan,
it's time to rethink how govt itself works. Listening

times suspension, hearing the govt employee’s side,
deciding whether to conduct an inquiry, gathering
moreevidence, preparing achargesheet, appointingan
inquiry officer, holding hearings, examinations and
cross-examinations, giving the employee a chance to
defend, preparing a report, giving this report to the
emplovee, hearing the employee again twice — first on
the report, and then usually also on the quantum of
punishment - seeking views of the public service
commission, and then finally makinga decision.
Unsurprisingly, this takes years to complete. By

to people and reducing friction are important.
A part of this can be achieved by ensuring faster and
tougher punishments for bureaucratic inefficiencies
while increasing protection of bureaucrats from undue
influences. We must move away from the idea that govt
jobs should be secure and permanent at any cost. Instead,
let us start instilling accountability by ensuring that
the dead wood is weeded out regularly and expeditiously:
This will be one reform that will change the face of govt
service for 100 years.
Gedam is Divisional Commissioner, Nashik, Sengupta is
Research Director: Vidhi Cenitre for Legal Policy
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Knowledge Of The Self Liberates Us From Sorrows

V Balasubramaniam

di Shankaracharya said,
A“Tl‘mugh ignorance, avidya is

beginningless - it is completely
wiped out by the emergence of Vidya,
knowledge.”

Ignorance never goes away unless
knowledge, its opposite, is born. The
moment we learn what a pot is like, our
unfamiliarity with it is over. Similarly;

e . e :
when we learn what a camera is like, darkness. Tryving to sweep ::,":, v When ajnan, unaware-
our lack of knowledge of how it works darkness outof adark ness, isremoved, there is

is addressed.

Vedanta revealsthat all our sorrows,
fears, anxieties, stress, and confusion
are not because we do not know physics,
maths, or other subjects; they are
because we do not know ourselves.

Only knowledge of the Self liberates us
from all sorrows and leads to a state of
fearlessness,

In Vivekachudamani, Shankara-

charva states that all our sufferings are
only due toalack of awareness of our
true nature, Justasalack of under-
standing of physics can only be remedied
by learning about physics, an absence
of self-awareness can only be remedied
by acquiring Self-knowledge.
Action cannot sublimate
ignorance. Knowledge does
verily destroy avidya just as
lighteradicates deep

roomisfutile. Evenif an
army of mencarry the
darkness in baskets and
pour it out, the room will
still be dark. Sweeping isnottheright
method of removing darkness. Only
light can remove darkness, however
thick it may be. Similarly, ignorance in
us can be overcome by the purelight of
Self-knowledge, That is why itis said

©

only solution.

action cannot sublimate ignorance;
knowledge is its only antidote. By
removing avidya, one uncovers the Self.
The Bhagwad Gita states that the
Lord does not take the virtue or sin of
any; knowledge is enveloped by
ignorance, and thereby, beings are
deluded (5.15). Our scriptures clearly
say ignorance is the problem, and
knowledge of the Self isthe

nothing more to be done.
Everythingisclear, like
THE SPEAK |H’G TH. EE da}?ligh L. IgﬂDI‘ﬂIIEE islike
night; when it passes, vou
areinthedavlight of enlightenment,
Sometimes, we see thick mist
enveloping a garden. If we try tograb
it, nothing comes into our hands. It is
not a wall; we can walk through it. Still,
itobstructs our vision and hinders our

progress. The mist continues till the
bright sunlight emerges. Thereafter, it
evaporates, Similarly, this inexplicable
ignorance causes troubles and endless
SOrrows in our consciousness. [t can be
dispelled only by the flash of Self-
knowledge.

Asachild, one looks, touches, tastes,
smells, and listens to the sound, which
isa word naming the object being
perceived. Inthis way, ignorance is
shed, and knowledge is gained, first of
forms and names, then of colour and
otherrelated attributes. Later, finer
distinctions, including shades of
colour, various sizes, and shapes,
become apparent.

Ignorance is present in every
individual; itis like a dark place where
the light of knowledge is essential. Itisa
cause of bondage and will disappear,
justasasolitary lamp dispels darkness
inadark room,
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Paytm in talks with Zomato
to sell its movie, ticketing biz

Transaction Seen Valuing Fintech’s Vertical At 72,000 Crore

Asmita.Dey@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Paytm is in advan-
ced stages of discussion to
sell itsmovie and eventstick-
eting business to Zomato as
part of the fintech’s strategy
to divest its non-core assets,
sources aware of the deve-
lopment told TOIL The deal,
if finalised, could value the
business vertical of Paytmat
close to Rs 2,000 crore.

In a stock exchange filing
late Sunday, Zomato said that
it is in discussions with Pa-
vim toacquire its moviesand
events ticketing business.
The discussion, the firm =sa-
id, 13 being undertaken with
an intent to strengthen its
‘going-out’ business. “Howe-
ver, no hinding decision has
been taken at this stage that
would warrant a board app-
roval and subsequent disclo-
sure,” Zomatoadded.

In a separate filing, Payvtm
also said that the discussions

To Boost Zomato's ‘Going-Out’ Segment

> Paytm's movie and events
ticketing vertical is housed

under its marketing services
business which also includes

advertising, credit card
marketing, deals and
gift vouchers

> The deal with
Zomato, if finalised,
could value the business
vertical of Paytm at close
to 72,000cr

» The co had said that it aims
to achieve significant cost
efficiencies, among other
things, through the pruning of
its non-core businesses

» The deal would give a
leg-up to Zomato’s going-
out business, which already
offers discovery and ticketing
of offline experiences such as
in-restaurant dining and live
events such as Zomaland

are preliminary and donot in-
volve any binding agree-
ments that require approval
or disclosure. “The company
routinely explores various
strategic opportunities ai-
med at enhancing sharehol-
der value. The potential trans-
fer of Paytm’s entertainment
business, a component of our
marketing services, is one op-
portunity under considera-
tion. Asnoted in our earnings

call, our focus will be on pay-
ment and financial services
along with digital goods com-
merce, which are designed to
help our merchants scale the-
irbusinesses,” the firm said.
“Paytm wants to focus on
its paymentsand financial ser-
vices businesses. It will only
focus on opportunities which
would help its merchants scale
their businesses,” sources sa-
id. For Zomato, the deal will

add wvalue — acquiring Pa-
yvim's movie and events ticke-
ting verticals would fit in well
with and give a leg-up to its go-
ing-out business, analysts sa-
id. The food delivery firm’s ‘go-
ing-out’ vertical already offers
discovery and ticketing of of-
fline experiences such as in-
restaurant dining and live
events such as Zomaland.

Revenues from its going-
out segment have grown by
over 100% year-on-vear to Rs
93 crore in the March quarter:
“Paytm is currently merging
its movies and the Insider
(events platform) vertical into
one team. For now, customers
may continue to book both mo-
vies and events on the Paytm
app,” sources said. However,
Zomata is likely to work on in-
tegrating the two verticals
within its platform once the
deal is through, they added. A
formal announcement of the
deal could happen as early as
next week, sources said.

Frequent policy changes a worry,
impact investment, says Hyundai

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Korean car ma-
jor Hvundai, which is eye-
ing a Rs 25,000 crore fund-
raise from the Indian stock
market by selling 17% equi-
ty, has flagged “frequent
changes” in govt policyasa
kev concern, sayving it im-
pacts investment flows into
Indiaaswell aspace of tech-
nology changes.

The company, which has
invested nearly Rs 30,000 cro-
reinIndiasince it began ope-
rations around 1996, has said
stability in policy will be key
to adapting confidently to
the required technological
upgrades mandated by govt.

“Another challenge that
the industry is facing is fre-
quent changes in policies,
which make it difficult for
auto industry stakeholders
not only toensure adherence
but also commit invest-
ments,” the company said in
the Draft Red Herring Pro-
spectus filed with market re-

‘CNG share to be more than EVs by FY29’

New Delhi: Hyundai said in its DRHP that the share of EVs will go
up fromthe current 2.3% to as much as 17-20% by the end of
FY29. However, EVs will trail CNG, which will see its share go
from the current 15%in FY24 to 22-27% by FY29, the company
sald. “CNG stationinfrastructure is projected to rise at a healthy

pace till 2030,” it said. Tuwn

gulator Sebi. “Overall policy
stability and transparency
will be reguired going for-
ward to ensure smooth tech-
nology transition and locali-
sation in the country,” the
company said.

Hyundai has said it will
invest a fresh Rs 32,000 crore
in India over the next few yve-
ars, mainly towards laun-
ching electronics and crea-
ting the requisite compo-
nent and changing infrast-
ructure for the greens, apart
from boosting its produc-
tion capacity.

It said EVs will be a key
focus area for the company
and it will start localising
the manufacturing of elec-

trics for the mainstream,
high-volume market.
However, the draft pro-
spectus also expresses con-
cerns over the loealisation
norms mandated by govt,
which is pushing the growth
of EVs.“Govtisencouraging
localisation across sectors,
especially in automotive sec-
tor via policies like PLI for
automotive technology, PLI
for advanced cell chemistry,
phased manufacturing pro-
gramme, atmanirbhar Bha-
rat, and make in India. While
theend goal of localisation is
to reduce import dependen-
ce and bring down overall
manufacturing costs, it also
involves significant initial

capital investments from se-
veral stakeholders within
the automotive industry
While the government has
designed the schemes to sup-
port investments by offering
several subsidies and import
duty benefits, there are still
concerns around meeting
the eligibility criteria and
availing of the benefits,” the
company said.

It said that “simplifica-
tion and better tracking of
policies” will ensure locali-
sation in India. “The pro-
gress of the vendors tied
up with individual OEMs
would also lead to a change
in the risk profile of the
industry from a supply-
gside perspective.”

To maximise price com-
petitiveness of its EV mo-
dels, Hyundai said it intends
to focus on securing local
production capabilities for
key parts such as cells, batte-
rv packs, power electronics.
drivetrain and building a lo-
calised EV supply chain.

Hero Future
Energies to
Invest $2bn

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Hero Future
Energies, the renewable
energy arm of the Munjal fa-
mily-promoted Hero group.
will invest upwards of $2 bil-
lion over the next 30 months
to ramp up its generation ca-
pacity. It will focus on pro-
jects with energyv storage to
leverage a sharp fall in batte-
ry prices, company’s global
CEQO Srivatsan Iver told TOL.

“Currently we have an
operating capacity of 1.8 gi-
gawatts (GW). We reached
here in about 12 years. We
will implement projects with
a total capacity of 2.6 GW in
the next two-and-a-half ve-
arsas we feel the time has co-
me for the company to spread
its wings,” Iver said.

A good part of the projects
inthe pipeline include battery
energy storage systems and
were won in auctions conduc-
ted by SECI (formeriy Solar
Energy Corporation of In-
dia), the state-run agency tas-
ked with implementing the
National Solar mission.”"We
want to focus on integrating
multiple technologies such as
solar, wind and energy stora-
ge, instead of pure-play solar
or wind projects,” he said.

RBI bags risk
manager award

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI has been awar-
ded the “Risk Manager of the
Year 2024" by Central Ban-
king, UK, for improving its
risk culture and awareness.
The award was received by
REI executive director Mano-
ranjan Mishra last week,

RBI's Risk Monitoring De-
partment has been central to
formulating and implementing
an enterprise-wide risk mana-
gement (ERM) framework.
Overthepast vear, RBI hasfocu-
sed on three main areas: streng-
thening existing risk controls,
developing new frameworks to
cover a broader range of risks,
and promoting a robust risk
culture throughout the organi-
sation. Their efforts have im-
proved RBI's operational risk
management from a “mana-
ged” toan "advanced” category
by international standards.

RBI has benchmarked its
practices against internatio-
nal standards and is working
on cybersecurity controls.

Expand base, avoid super rich tax:

Surojit Gupta &
Sidhartha | rvn

ging director Sanjiv Puri

took over as the new CII
president during elections.
The industry chamber 1is re-
commending several measu-
res, including creating more
jobs, skilling and generating
political consensus on cruci-
al reforms related to land &
labour laws and farm & po-
wer sector. In an interview
with TOI, Puri emphasised
the need to widen the tax ba-
se, while rejecting higher le-
vies on the super rich and
backed a three-slab GST
structure, Excerpts:

ITE chairman and mana-

How is a coalition govt at
the Centre going to impact
policymaking?

A number of policy instru-
ments have been used in the
past, while following a model
of inclusive growth within
the fiscal glide path and dea-
ling with energy transition.
The outcome is before us, the
economy grew 8.2% last vear.
The economy is in robust he-
alth, that's really shows the
strategy of investment-led
inclusive growth is directio-
nally right, because it creates

brought in”

One of the first recommendations that Cll has given is to

create some institutional mechanism to develop consensus
on some of the big reforms of land, labour, power, agriculture, fiscal
sustainability because that also involves the states”

@& For creating good guality of jobs, Cll is recommending some
policy enablers to provide impetus to labour-intensive
sectors, like apparel, toys, retail, entertainment,
logistics, tourism, wood-based industry™

estate, petroleum are outside, all these should be

— SANIIV PURI | PRESIDENT, CHl

a virtuous cycle and enhan-
ces the productive capacity.
That should energise more
reforms. One of the first re-
commendations that CII has
given is to create some insti-
tutional mechanism to deve-
lop consensus on some of the
big reforms of land, labour,
power, agriculture, fiscal sus-
tainability because that also
involves the states.

Whatare the stumbling
blocks that you want govt
to remove to accelerate job
creation?

Job creation is also a responsi-
bility of the private sector,
govt mainly has to put the
enablers in place. Private ca-
pex is on the right trajectory.
In FY22-23, it was at 23.8% of
GDP which is higher than

what 1t was pre-Covid and had
dropped to 20.7% of GDP in
2021. There are several sectors
where Investments are co-
ming, sectors related to in-
frastructure, cement and ste-

el. sectors which have recei-

ved impetus PLI like electro-
nics, food processing, telecom,
pharma, logistics, renewable
energy, automobiles, EVs, se-
miconductors. On the issue of
jobs — it's about jobs and also
the quality of jobs. For crea-
ting good quality of jobs, Cll is
recommending some policy
enablers to provide impetus to
labour-intensive sectors, like
apparel, toys, retail, media,
entertainment, logistics, tou-
rism, wood-based industry
There are so many areas whe-
re the employment to capital
ratio is very favourable., So,

we're recommending employ-
ment-linked incentives for
these sectors, with some
outcome metrics.

The second important
thing is to provide impetus to
MSMEs, which create a lot of
employment and there is lar-
ger integration into global va-
lue chains. The journey has
started because the world also
is looking at supply chain di-
versification. So, free trade
agreements provide some im-
petus to this. Human capital
development and social in-
frastructure is important. We
have recommended increa-
sing the investment in educa-
tion to 6% of GDP and for he-
altheare to 3%. What is also
important is to create a vi-
brantrural economy. Thefirst
piece that has to be solved is
agriculture, both from a pro-
ductivity perspective plus al-
soresilience because weather
events are only going to multi-
ply. The second is to empower
the youth in rural areas to be
ableto participate in other op-
portunities in the economy.

There has been alot of

debate around inequality
and there have been sug-
gestions about taxing the
super rich to raise resour-

CIl prez

ces. Whatis your view?

The most important facet is
really about continuing to
create the virtuous cycle of
employment consumption,
investmentand creating good
gquality jobs. Improving farm
incomes, that's the most im-
portant area to focus on, As
farasspecificallydirecttaxis
concerned, it's more about
getting more people within
the tax system, and not resor-
ting to, as some have sugges-
ted, taxing the so-called super
rich,or(imposing)wealth tax
and things like that. The fo-
cus right now hasto be on cre-
ating an economy that crea-
tes alot of jobs, that's ultima-
tely where the solution is go-
ing to live. The second is
expanding the (tax) base.

How complex do you find
GSTin terms of number of
slabs, classification issu-
es? What changes would
you want?

We are recommending three
slabs. In addition to that, we
are also saving it should be
more inclusive. Real estate,
petroleum are outside, all
these should be brought in.
There is room for process
simplification, which is an
ongoing exercise.

- Industry frets over

new ad mandate

Self-Certification Norms To Kick In From
Tomorrow As Directed By Supreme Court

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Starting Tues-
day, advertisers in India face
a new mandate: A self-decla-
ration certification (SDC), as
directed by the Supreme Co-
urt, Conceptualised as a “po-
sitive step for protecting con-
sumers, fostering trust,
transparency; and enhancing
brand reputation”, the move
aims to ensure that all stake-
holders are more vigilant
and compliant. Yet, opinion
is divided among advertising
bigwigs, media agencies, and
marketing experts on the ea-
se of its implementation and
whether it will effectively
curb the widespread issues
of misleading claims and
surrogate advertising,

On May 7, in a case invol-
ving the Indian Medical As-
sociation and the Centre, SC
directed that no advertise-
ments on television, print.
digital, or radio can be pub-
lished or aired without the
SDC, aiming to ensure comp-
liance with regulations and
prevent misleading claims.

“The entire advertising
ecosystem, be it advertisers,
agencies or publishers will
need to create internal sy-
stems to be compliant,” Ma-
nisha Kapoor, CEQO and se-
cretary general, Advertising
Standards Council of India,
told TOL.

This is true for all sectors
and categories,

“Practices such as adver-
tising reviews, prior to pub-
lishing and preventive risk-
assessments to avoid poten-
tial backlash will now be em-
bedded in the brand strategy
of anorganisation. The thre-
at of adverse impact that
emerges from this regula-

tion requires that organisa-
tions invest in verifying the
claims of external commu-
nication,” said Mustafa Sur-
ka — partner, risk advisory
services at KPMG India.

The pre-release approval
by the regulatory agency
works better for all the stake-
holders and saves time, reso-
urces and effort rather than a
post-correction, feels Nandini
Dias, former CEO of Lodestar
UM, “Often after ad is relea-
sed, someone objects and puts
a stop to it. If the ad is pulled
off, it disrupts the entire mar-
keting activity for that quar-
ter and causes huge loss to the
brand. In the Doordarshanda-
vs, one had to submit the
complete storyvboard, frame-
by-frame and get approvals,

Most consumer-focused
sectors will face
increased scrutiny, while
the lens is now on the
entire product life cycle,
say industry experts.
Several misleading ads
are still being aired,
despite the existence

of several requlatory
agencies, they add

and only after that was the
film shot. And once we had XD
approval, no other objections
were considered. Today the
scenario is far more dynamic
and complicated, it is essenti-
al to create anew system. Whi-
le there is resistance as it will
slow the systems down in the
short-run, it will be beneficial
to consumers and will help
transparency in the long-
run,” she added.

“All consumer brands
may assoclate themselves
with acause, but these claims
may not be trustworthy. For

instance, making claims like
a product is green, net zero,
plastic neutral, will all need
to be wverifiable. Building
brand trust requires clarity,
responsibility, and accurate
advertising,” sald Namrata
Rana — partner, national he-
ad (ESG), KPMG India.

Advertising experts fear
it may increase red tape, and
companiesand agencies will
need manpower to navigate
the cumbersome process.

“Thisseemstobeanexer-
cise in bureaucracy rather
than the law Creating bu-
reaucratic hurdles make
things difficult for adverti-
sers, withoutsolving the pro-
blem of misleading ads,” sa-
id Santosh Desai, adverti-
ging veteran and former
CEO, Future Brands.

More efforts may be nee-
ded. “Prima facie (the move)
has been conceptualised to
protect consumer rights. Ho-
wever, it may not be able to
curb the menace of surroga-
te advertising and mislea-
ding claims — the basic
objective for which it was
created. The entire imple-
mentation and thereafter
monitoring, policing and pu-
nishment require a lot of
thought, and is not clear at
this stage,” said Sandeep Go-
yal, chairman, Rediffusion.

In a representation to the
[&B ministry, the Indian New-
gpaper Society toohasflageed
several concerns, including
problems with the portal whe-
re self-declaration has to be
made, and sought that the
implementation may be de-
ferred. It has suggested that
the existing mechanisms sho-
uld be strengthened and govt
may consider limiting the
mandate to healthcare rela-
ted or medical ads.

IN THE
CLASSROOM

MFs’ Net Asset Value:
The What, When (Is It
Calculated) & How

Every mutual fund scheme declares its net asset
value (NAV) at the end of each working day. The
NAV is updated daily at 11 pm for all schemes, except
for fund of funds, which are updated at 10 am the
next day and displayed on websites of the fund house,
Amfi, and investment platforms.

What Is Net Asset Value?

The NAV represents a fund's per unit market value. This is the price
at which investors are allotted units by the fund house or the price

. processed at the same day's
. NAV. The cut-off time for

| purchase orders in liquid and
- overnight funds is 1:30 pm.

. For buy orders, the fund

. house should receive the

. payment by the cut-off time
. for applicability of same-day
| NAV. Orders & payments

. received beyond cut-off

- times will be processed at

| the next trading day's NAV

at which they can sell it back to the fund house. This is calculated by
dividing the total value of all the assets in a portfolio, minus all its
liabilities. The NAV is calculated by the fund house or by an accounting
firm hired for the purpose.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For kKnow Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under "Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https://www. sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance / complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Is NAV Key In
" Picking A Scheme?

' Wealth managers believe the

' mere NAYV number of a scheme
. is irrelevant for an investor

. looking to buy a mutual fund. It
. should not matter to an

- investor if the NAVis 210 or 2

. 1,000. Take, for example, an

. investment of 71 lakh each in

. Scheme A at a NAV of 720 and

| Scheme B at a NAV of 50. The
- investment amount being

- egual, Scheme A would appear
. cheaper as 5,000 units were

| allotted compared to 2,000

| units in Scheme B. Now

. suppose both schemes grow

- by 10% in a month. Scheme A's
. NAV will be 722 and Scheme

. B's will be ¥55. The value of

| your investment in both cases

When Is Scheme’s NAV Calculated?

The NAV is calculated and declared after market closing hours at
the end of the day. Since stock prices move up and down every
second, it is difficult to calculate NAV during market hours as the
price of the underlying stocks in the portfolio could change. Hence,
the NAV is calculated at the end of every market day, factoring in
the closing market prices of the securities that the fund holds.

What Is The Applicability Of A Day’s NAV?

Investors are allocated units in a scheme after a fund house
receives money to purchase units on a market trading day. For
equity and debt funds, and redemptions from liquid and overnight
funds, orders placed before the cut-off time of 3 pm will be

- i571,10,000.

. For two schemes with

. identical portfolios and other
. things remaining constant, the
| difference in NAV will hardly
| matter and both schemes

- will grow at the same rate.

- Financial planners say daily

. changes in NAV don't matter.
| Itis best to look at the

- annualised return of a fund

- over different timeframes to

. Judge its performance.

= PRASHANT MAHESH
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Kyiv’s territonial integrity must
be basis of any peace: Summit

Snubbed Moscow Mocks Meet: No Country Vulunteers To Host Sequel

Buergenstock: Eighty-four
countriescalled Sunday for the
“territorial integrity” of Ukra-
ine to be the basis for any peace
agreement toend Russia’s two-
vear war, though some key de-
veloping nations at a Swiss
conference did not join in —
and the way forward for diplo-
macy remains unclear

Over 90 countries attended
the two-day talks at a Swiss Al-
pine resort at the behest of Uk-
rainian Prez Volodymyr Ze-
lensky, billed as a “peace sum-
mit"” even though Moscow was
not invited. A decision by Chi-
na to stay away all but assured
that the summit would fail to
achieve Ukraine’s goal of per-
suading major countries from
the “global South” to join in
1solating Russia. Brazil atten-
ded only as an “observer”. In-
dia, Indonesia, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia and South Africa all
withheld their signatures from
the summit communique,
even though some contentious
issues were omitted in the ho-
pe of drawing wider support.

Still, the conference provi-
ded Kyiv with a chance to sho-
wease the support from Weste-
rn allies that it says it needs to
keep fighting against a far big-
ger enemy. Leaders including
USvice-president Kamala Har-
ris, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and French Prez Ma-
cron gathered at the mountain-
top resort of Buergenstock, US
Prez Biden did not attend des-
pite invitations from Zelensky,

In the absence of a clear
path to ending the war, Zelens-
kv emphasised practical issu-
es, such as securing food supp-
lies and nuclear safety. Ukrai-
ne, one of the world's biggest
grain exporters, has thwarted
a blockade of its Black Sea

Scottish poll
PI0 candidate’s
Modi, RaGa
posts spark row

MNaomiCanton

London: Social media posts on
PM Narendra Modi and Cong-
ress MP Rahul Gandhi by an In-
dian-origin candidate for Glas-
gow in the Scottish elections ha-
ve ignited controversy in UK,
prompting a police report un-
der new hate crime laws. Alba
Party candidate Dhruva EKu-
mar, 36, reported hisrival party
Scottish Greens for allegedly
inciting hatred between Hin-
dus and Muslims in Scotland.
Scottish police investigated
the complaint lodged on June 8
and found no eriminality, Scot-
tish Greens dismissed the cla-
imsasapublicity stunt by Alba.
Kumar, born in Bihar's
East Champaran, has alleged
criticism from Scottish Greens
over his past social media posts
about Modi and Gandhi as an
attack on his religion and eth-
nicitv. He claims to be the first
India-born candidate to stand
in Scotland and expresses
support for Modi and BJP
The controversy arose from
alleged posts by Kumar on X
from 2014, which contained in-
flammatory comments against
“Nehru dynasty™ and how “In-
dia has paid the price”. Scottish
Greens commented on these po-
stsin National, a newspaper.
Inresponse. Kumar insisted
his account was hacked and th-
at someone “politically motiva-
ted” twisted hiswords into “bad
English”,. Hesaid: “In 2014 Modi
took office and I remember [ did
some posts praising him and a
new era for India. They have
twisted what [ wrote.” Scottish
Greens candidate Niall Chris-
tie accused Kumar of exploi-
ting right-wing politics.

Why a 3-legged lion and its brother swam across a crocodile-filled river

nadarknightin Feb, two

( )mal& lions stood in the
shallows of the Kazinga
Channel in Queen Elizabeth
National Park, in Uganda, and
looked across the water: Near-
Iy amile away was the shore on
the other side. Hippos and 16-
foot crocodiles inhabit the
channel, which can be 20 feet
deep in places. Barely 12 hours
earlier, the twomales had losta
battle for territory and were
Iucky to still be alive, Remai-
ning on this side of the chan-
nel was dangerous, and they
could probably hear the roars
of female lions in the distance,
As with many cat species,

European Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen with Zelensky in Lucerne

'. ..-.'h'hq ..-..!

ROD STEWART BOOED FOR
UKRAINE SUPPORT: UK pop star
Rod Stewart was greeted with loud
boos at a concert in Germany on
Friday while making a show of
support for Ukraine. Wearing the
colours of the country's flag, he
dedicated the song ‘Rhythm of My
Heart' to Ukrainians before
shouting a profane insult against
Russian Prez Vladimir Putin

Zelensky says Russia not ready for peace,
wants China to play a bigger role in talks

krainian Prez Zelensky said Sunday that Russia was not ready for

a*just peace”, insisting Kyiv was open to immediate talks if Mo-
scow pulls its troops out of the country. The Ukrainian head of state
was speaking at the end of a major summit in Switzerland, to which
Russia was not invited, “Russia can start negotiations with us even
tomorrow, if they leave our legal territories... (But) Russia and their
leadership are not ready for a just peace, this is a fact,” he said.
Zelensky also said he would like to see China play a bigger role in
discussing a settlement. Beijing, a close ally of Russia, did not attend
in protest at Moscow not being invited. “l believe that China could
help us. Thatis why | would very much like to see certain proposals

that the Chinese side has," he said.

“Ukraine has never said Chinais

our enemy,” he added. Asked whether he would consider China a fri-
end, Zelensky said: “l believe that friends are those who help when
things are difficult. | would like China to be a friend to Ukraine.” are

ports, and also wants to build
consensus around safety at a
Russian-occupied nuclear po-
wer plant. In her closing re-
marks, Swiss Prez Viola Amh-
erd warned that the “road ahe-
ad is long and challenging”.
Russia, as it has for weeks,
mocked the gathering. “None

of the participants in the ‘pea-
ce forum’ knows what he is do-
ing there and what his role 1s,”
said Dmitry Medvedev, Russi-
a's deputy chairman of the co-
untry’s Security Council.

The final document said
the UN Charter and “respect
for territorial integrity and so-

vereignty ... can and will serve
as a basis for achieving a com-
prehensive, justand lasting pe-
ace m Ukraine.” It also called
for Ukraine's control over the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant
and its Azov Sea portsto be res-
tored. But itomitted tougheris-
sues of what a post-war settle-
ment for Ukraine might look
like, whether Ukraine could jo-
in Nato alliance or how troop
withdrawals from both sides
might work. No country came
forward to host another such
meeting, with notable silence
from Saudi Arabia, mooted as
a possible future venue,
Moscow has demanded re-
cognition of its rule over terri-
tory its forces captured. Wes-
tern leaders at the summit en-
dorsed Ky1"s refusal to negoti-
ate under such terms. “Co-
nfusing peace with
subjugation would set adange-
rous precedent for everyone,”
sald Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni. reuTerscap

ITALIANS TAKE POPE FRANCIS TO PRIDE

t Rome's Pride celebration,

bare-chested men in pink
angel wings danced to songs,
women wrapped in rainbow flags
kissed, and shimmering drag
queens waved from parade floats.
And then there was Pope Francis.
His image was everywhere. On
cardboard cutouts adorned with
flower necklaces, on glittery
banners, on stickers. Romans
came to the Pride parade on

Saturday dressed like Francis,
wearing papal hats and T-shirts
that read, ‘There is never too
much frociaggine,’ a reference to
an offensive slur against gay men
that the pope has been accused of
using twice in recent weeks. The
slur ‘is the slogan of the 2024
Pride,' said Martina Lorina, 28, an
actress who was holdingup a
banner bearing the word. After
Italian media reported that the
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pope used the slur at a meeting
with priests to complain that
there was too much "gayness” in
the church, the Vatican
apologized. But Rome's Pride
attendees took a different tack to
respond to the insult: They made
it their own. Pride participants
symbolically invited the pope and
his slur to the party, using a tactic
of the LGETQ community to turn
insults into words of pride. nyr

Le Pen: Ready to work alongside Macron

N

if she wins the snap
parliamentary elec-
- tion that begins later
: this month. “I'm re-
: spectful of institu-
tions, and I'm not cal-
ling for institutional

chaos,” Le Pentold Le Figaro
will

newspaper. “There
simply be cohabitation.”

Le Pen is seeking to appe-

lions don't like to swim. And
one of the lions, known as Ja-
cob bv researchers, has only
threelegs. Helostalimb ina po-
acher’'strapin2020. Butneither
Jacobnor his brother, Tibu, we- ;
re deterred. The two big cats set
out for what the researchers
call the longest-recorded swim
ever taken by lions. The lions
struggled on their first three
tries to cross. During the seco-
nd attempt, the drone that was
tracking them picked up a lar-
op thermal signature that may
have beenacrocodileorahippo
in pursuit; the two male lions
gplit into a Y formation before
hurryving back to shore. Less

arine Le Pen, the lea-
der of the French far-
: right, said she won't
sy 1o push out Prez Mar:mn

al to mainstream voters as
she aims to cement a majori-
ty in the next parliament.
Her group, the National Ral-
=== lv is already on track
to become the biggest
party, a prospect
which has caused
alarm among inves-
{ tors and France's in-
“ ternational partners.
Le Pen said that if she can
form a majority — either
with National Rally lawma-
kers alone, or with allies —

she would lead her partv's
parliamentary caucus and
28-year-old party leader Jor-
dan Bardella will become
PM. The two-round election
concludes on July 7.

Le Pen’s party is on cour-
setowinasmany as270of the
577 seats in the National As-
sembly, according to a projec-
tion by pollster Elabe, with
289 required for an absolute
majority. Macron and hisalli-
es are projected to win betwe-
en 90 and 130, sLooMBERG

ety Pic 'fc-r renresenrntmn
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5umrwn|. EESEEII‘EhE!‘S say the two male lions swam neaﬁz.r a fu!l mlle
across the Kazinga Channel, the longest by big cats ever recorded, The
reason: Sex. Uganda's national park’s lion population has fallen to around
40 today from 71 lions in 2018 with males outnumbering females 2 to 1
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HE WILL WIN WHO KNOWS
WHEN TO FIGHT AND WHEN
NOT TO FIGHT — SUN TZU

JOE ALWYN BREAKS SILENCE ON TAYLOR SWIFT SPLIT, SAYS ITIS }
A ‘REALLY BAD’ BICYCLING ACCIDENT: ‘HELMET SAVED MY LIFE' ~ ‘ABNORMAL’ FOR BREAK-UP TO BE WEIGHED-IN BY OUTSIDERS

Russian forces
kill six IS-linked
hostage takers at
detention centre

Moscow: Russian special for-
ces freed two prison guards and
shot dead six inmates linked to
the Islamic State militant gro-
upwhohadtaken them hostage
at a detention centre in the so-
uthern city of Rostov on Sun-
day, Russian media said.

State media said that some
of the men had been convicted
of terrorism offences and were
accused of affiliation with the
Islamic State militant group,
which claimed responsibility
for adeadly attack ona Moscow
concert hall in March.

The six hostage takers, one
of whom wore a headband
with the flag used by the Isla-
mic State that bears an Arabic
inscription, knocked out win-
dow bars and climbed down se-
veral floors by rope before ta
king the guards hostage with a
knife and fire axe. In video pub-
lished by the 112 Telegram
channel, one was shown bran-
dishing a knife beside one of
the bound guards in Rostov-on-
Don. In negotiations with the
authorities, they demanded
free passage out of the prison.

But Russian special forces
decided to storm the prison. In-
tense automatic gunfire could
be heard in clips published on
Telegram channels, “The crim-
inals were eliminated,” Russi-
a’s Federal Penitentiary Servi-
ce said. “The employees who
were being held hostage were
released. They are uninjured,”
it said. According to loeal med-
1a, the hostage takers werefrom
Russia’s southern republic of
Ingushetia and three of them
had been detained in 2022 for
planninganattack ona courtin
another Russian republic, Ka-
rachay-Cherkessia, rReuters

INDIANS LIVING THE
AMERICAN DREAM

The no. of Indians living in US has grown to 5m
(till 2023), which represents a 50% increase since
2010, A look at their far-reaching impact on...

POPULATION
5.1 million +50% live in...
No. of Indian - California New
Americans, 1.5% of York
the total population -,
_ : !
5-6% | |
of taxes come from | il
this 1.5% group . Texas New

' llinois——/ Jersey
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POLITICAL
Indian-Americans
in senior public
service positions

150+

60+
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4.4% of positions
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Kamala Harris made history as the
first Indian-origin woman to be
sworn in as vice-president in 2021

4

CULTURAL

9 Indian movies grossed over 51 million
in North America, and $340 million
EﬂllEEtWEh’ I:-Etween 2015 am:l 2023

28 ofthe34

10 + awards

v wonby | gerinps National

Indian Americans  gpailing Bee champions
across the OSCars, = paye heen of Indian
Golden Globes, — gigin since 2000 (PIO
and Grammys  gryhat Soma was this
since 2015

- year's winner)

ECONOMY

$40 billion of the Fortune

Indian investments 16 500 in US are

in US as of 2023 currently led by
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/D inventor of Indian origin in 2019,
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of all physicians in
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in leadership posts in 2023 serving
30% of patients
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Hollywood helps Biden raise $30m for campaign

Los Angeles: Some of Holly-
wood's brightest stars headli-
ned afundraiser for Prez Joe Bi-
den that took in a record $30
million-plus for a Democratic
candidate, according to his
campaign. George Clooney, Ju-
lia Roberts and Barbra Strei-
sand were among those who to-
ok the stage at the 7,100-seat Pe-
acock Theatre in Los Angeles
on Saturday. Late-night host
Jimmy Kimmel interviewed
Biden and former prez Barack
Obama, who both stressed the
need to defeat former prez Do-
nald Trump in a race that's ex-
pected to be exceedingly close.
During more than half an
hour of discussion, Kimmel as-
ked if the country was sufferi-
ng from amnesia about the ex-

[srael: Will pause daytime
fighting in part of S Gaza

sunday it would suspend

daytime military opera-
tions near a border crossing in
southern Gazaevery day “until
further notice” in order to al-
low more humanitarian aid to
enterthe besiegedenclave. Isra-
el said that it would halt milita-
ry activity daily between 8 am
and 7 pm along the route that
connects the Kerem Shalom
crossing toSalah al-Din Road in
(Gaza and then runs north. Ke-
rem Shalom sits at the intersec-
tion of Gaza, Egvpt and Israel,
which controls the gateway.

The Israeli military later
clarified that the pause would
be limited and that there would
be “no cessation of fighting in
the southern Gaza Strip™. “The
fighting in Rafah is continu-
ing,” Rear Adm. Daniel Hagarti,
the Israelimilitarv spokesman,
said on social media.

It was not immediately cle-
ar what effect the pause would
have on the volume of aid ente-
ring Gaza, where aid groups for
months have warned of a hu-

- l “The Israelimilitarv said on

than an hour after their first at-
tempt, the two set out again for
a third time. The path seemed
clear and they kept going until
they crossed the channel. “It
was pretty dramatic,” said
Alexander Braczkowski, a con-
servation biologist who has be-
enstudyingthelionssince 2017,

Lions have been observed
swimming in Okavango Delta
in Botswana, but rarely farther
than 150 feet. In 2012, a lion sw-
am around 330 feet across the
Zambezi River, from Zimbabwe
to Zambia. In Nov 2023, a young
male lion swam across the Rufi-
ji River in Tanzania, crossing
as much as 985 feet of water.

George Clooney and Julia Roberts
were among those who took the
stage at the fundraising event

prez, to which Biden respon-
ded, “all we gotta do is remem-
ber what it was like” when
Trump was in the White House.

The amount raised outpa-
ced the then-record $26 million
from Biden's fundraiser in
March in New York that featu-
red late-night host Stephen Col-
bert interviewing Biden, Oba-
ma and Bill Clinton. ap

Trump challenges Biden to a cognitive test
but confuses name of doc who examined him

onald Trump on Saturday suggested Prez Biden “should have

totake a cognitive test”, only to confuse who administered
the test to himin the next sentence. Trump referred to Texas
Repu blican Rep. Ronny Jackson, who was the White House
physician for part of his presidency, as “Ronny Johnson.” The
moment came as Trump was questioning Biden's mental acuity,
something he often does on the campaign trail and social media.
“He doesn't even know what the word ‘inflation’ means. | think he
should take a cognitive test like | did,” the former prez said of
Biden during a speech in Detroit. Seconds later, he continued,
“Doc Ronny Johnson. Does everyone know Ronny Johnson,
congressman from Texas? He was the White House doctor, and he
said | was the healthiest president, he feels, in history, so | liked
him very much indeed immediately.” Jackson was elected to
Congressin 2021 and is one of Trump's most vociferous defenders
on Capitol Hill. Trump took the cognitive test in 2018 at his own
request, Jackson said atthe time. The exam is designed to detect
early signs of memory loss and other cognitive impairment. ap

AROUND THE WORLD

Riulers

manitarian crisis. To coincide
with the pause, Israel said Sun-
day said that 1,000+ aid trucks
inspected by the Israeli autho-
rities had crossed into Gaza
from Kerem Shalom and were
waiting to be unloaded. Distri-
buting that aid, Israeli officials
said, would be contingent on re-
lief agencies, on whom they
called to pick up the supplies.
The annmouncement of the
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FUN WITH A CAUSE: Amateur surfers participate in ‘Paddle for
Peace' to mark Juneteenth and International Surf Day in California

pause, made on the Muslim ho-
liday Eid al-Adha, comes amid
a flurry of negotiations, media-
ted by the US, Qatar and Egvpt,
toreach a cease-fire between [s-
rael and Hamas.

One sticking point in those

Day after 1st public
appearance, Kate
takes snap of Will &
kids for Father’s Day

a day after Kate, Britain's
Princess of Wales, was seen in
public for the first time since
she revealed she was under-
going treatment for cancer.
Kate, William and the children
joined King Charles and other

talks is a disagreement betwe-
en Hamas and Israel over the
permanence of any cessation
of hostilities. But by allowing
for a limited pause for the deli-
verv of humanitarian aid, Isra-
el signalled that it recognised
the magnitude of the crisis in
(Gaza, where aid agencies say
people desperately need food,
water, medicines, fuel and
other basic supplies. nyr

‘WE LOVE YOU, PAPA'

members of the royal family on
the balcony of Buckingham
Palace after watching a milita-
ry parade to celebrate the
monarch's official birthday.

Unruly passenger who
was restrained with duct

tape faces record $81k fine
An American Airlines passeng-
er who kicked and spit at flight

But Braczkowski estimated
that the two lions swam nearly
a full mile. Why would lions
make such a dangerous cros-
sing? "Sex,” said Craig Packer,
who ran the Serengeti Lion
Project for 35 yvears. “If there's

he three young children of

British heir-to-the-throne
Prince William and his wife
Kate released a Father's Day
message and photograph on
Sunday, saying “We love you,
Papa”. The photo shows the
three children, Prince George,
10, Princess Charlotte, 9, and
Prince Louis, &, hugging Willi-
am on a beach, with the

nobody to mate with, what are
yvou doing?’ According to
Braczkowski, the park’s lion
population has fallen to around
40 today from 71 lions in 2018,
with at least 17 lions, mostly fe-
males, poisoned by nearby resi-
dents aiming to protect their 11-
vestock. Males outnumber fe-
males 2 to 1. “These males and
these swimming events are a
svmptom of this problem.”™ wyr

photo was taken by Kate and
reads: “We love you, Papa.
Happy Father's Day,” followed
by two red hearts and G, C & L.
The photograph was released

attendants and passengers
and attempted to open the
cabin door before she was sec-
ured to a seat with duct tape
has been sued by the US FAA
for $81,950, the largest fine
issued by the agency for unru-
ly behaviour. The passenger,
Heather Wells, 34, of San Anto-
nio, was travelling first class
on July 7, 2021, when about an
hour into the flight she ordered

photograph a Jack Daniel's and became
taken from agitated and said she “wanted
behind as out” of the plane. Wells began
they all look running toward the back of the
out to sea. plane, where she dropped to
The caption her knees in the aisle and

says the began “talking incoherently to

passengers, before crawling
back toward the main cabin,”
the lawsuit said. Wells told a
TV channel that she was
having mental health issues.
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“WE'VE LET THE ENTIRE NATION
DOWN AND WE ARE SORRY. BUT WE
HAVE NEVER TRAVELLED THIS
MUCH FOR A WORLD CUP. IT'S NOT
AN EXCUSE. ONLY SRI LANKA AND
THE DUTCH PLAYED FOUR MATCHES
IN FOUR DIFFERENT LOCATIONS.”

Il

USA DONE, OFF TO

India To Hit Nets Today In
Barbados To Prepare For
Super 8 Tie Vs Afghans

TIMES IN

THE US

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

Miami: It's travel time. The American
duty is over for India and now we're
into what matters most - the Super-8
in the West Indies.

There wasn't everything perfect
about the US leg - bad pitches, poor
outfield, washed out game --- but India
didn't find it too tough to cross the first
hurdle of the month-long marathon.
Now it's Afghanistan, Bangladesh
(most likely) and Australia in Barba-
dos, Antigua and St Lucia respectively.
And with two teams going ahead from
the group --- Rohit Sharma’'s boys
should be there in Guyana for the
semifinal on June 27.

With their last league game against
Canada at Fort Lauderdale getting
washed out without a ball being bowled,
Team India players got a bit of time to
put their feet up and relax. But with no
practice also possible since their last
match in New York on June 12, batting
coach Vikram Rathour sounded a little
worried. “This was of course not ideal.
We would have preferred to build on the
momentum and this was the game to
express ourselves. But there's not much
we can do about it,” Rathour said.

The Indian team will hit the nets
in Barbados on June 17 to prepare for
their game against Afghanistan --- a
team that has been in fine form so far.
But much like India, they, too, haven't
playved in Barbados and will have to
adapt to conditions. The England vs
Australia game was plaved at the
Kensington Oval where the Aussies
had plundered 201 and then leggie
Adam Zampa got 2/28 to become Man
of the Match.

Unlike Nassau County Ground in
New York. where India played their
three games, the Kensington Oval pitch
should be batting-friendly and with no
dew in the equation, the spinners, too,

THE CARIBBEAN:*

Rohit Sharma and team during
one of their league encounters

could come in handy,

It’s to be seen whether India stick to
the four-pacer theorv or drop Moham-
med Siraj, whose form has been slight-
ly up and down, and play Kuldeep Yadav
as the third spinner. Rathour kept the
options open when he said: “We need to
be a flexible team. We need to look at
the conditions that are in front of us
and be ready to deal with those. We'll
react to what we get on that day and we
have the resources to deal with any con-
dition,” Rathour said.

Afehanistan, of course, is a team
that banks heavily on spinners with
Rashid Khan leading the line. Moham-
med Nabi and Noor Ahmed are the two
other spinners who should get the nod.
All of them were part of the IPL and
they know everything about bowling to
the Indian batters.

For India, it will be crucial that Virat

;'..'"“::.' r'-l'r_.';]ii' aladi= :.‘; -

Kohli, who had an indifferent USA leg
with scores of 1,4 and 0, gets into the
groove. Opening the batting, it could
well be on Kohli to take the attack to the
Afghan bowlers, and we might see him
playing the slog sweep, a weapon that
he has included in his arsenal to deal
with the spin.

Rathour insists that a “hungrier”
Kohli, following his slight bad patch in
New York, could be even more danger-
ous., “I have absolutely no concern
about his form. He batted superbly in
the IPL and a couple of dismissals here
doesn’t change anvthing. Actually, it's
good that he is a little hungrier, he is
really keen to do well and really
switched on,” Rathour said.

That should be music to the ears of
all those fans who have been waiting for
India to break a decade-long ICC title
jinx. The signs so far aren’t bad at all.

Pant, Arshdeep emerge
as key players for India

Team Looking Forward To More Contributions From The Duo

Dwaipayan.Datta
@timesgroup.com

Miami: These are two guys at
two different ends of the spec-
trum. One’s a phenomenal tal-
ent who is still lucky to be
alive, let alone playving, while
the other is an honest trier
who keeps fighting.

Rishabh Pant and Arsh-
deep Singh are two completely
different personalities, but if
vou're to closely analvse In-
dia’s United States leg of the
T20 World Cup -- they are the
two stars who have gone
slightly under the radar.

Arshdeep, of course, has
won a Man of the Match award
with a spell of 4/9 against the
United States, but Pant's con-
tribution has almost going un-
noticed. In all the three games
that India won, the wicketkeep-
er-batter who is playing for
India for the first time after his
life-threatening injury late in
2022, played crucial knocks. 36
not out, 42 and 18 might not
look huge, but if you put it in
context, the importance be-
comes clearer,

Pant is batting at No. 3, a
position that is always reserved
for the creme-de-la-creme of
any batting line-up. And in New
York, Pant came into bat when
India lost the early wicket of
Virat Kohli with virtually noth-
ing on the board.

The world knows Pant is a
dynamite with the bat, but what
made it special for him here was
he wasn't always at his destruc-
tive best. Yet, the southpaw
never went below run a ball, in
fact his 31-ball 42 against Paki-
stan was probably the best bat-
ting effort on the New York
minefield by anv batter:

Pant’s promotion to the No.
3 spot was the product of a
brain-wave of captain Rohit
Sharma, who seems to have
meticulously prepared for this
T20 World Cup after the heart-
break of the ODI World Cup in
India. “The moment I saw Pant

Rauters

Arshdeep Singh and Rishabh Pant celebrate a Pakistan wicket
during the league stage

bat in the IPL, I knew where he
woulld be batting in the World
Cup.” Rohit said in one of his
press conferences. The deci-
sion was communicated to the
wicketkeeper-batter earlv and
the 26-vear-old has gone out of
his way to justify the captain’s
faith in him.

In New York before the first
game, on a practice pitch which
everyone was avoiding due to
its uneven nature, Pant asked
the throwdown expert to test
him with vicious short balls
from less than 22 vards. Pant
was getting hit on the body a
few times, but vou could see
that the lion-hearted cricketer
was trving to overcome fear.

The team management was
also looking to have the left-
right combination going
through the middle-order,
something that Pant’s promo-
tion facilitates. In his decision
to promote Pant to No. 3, Rohit
ig in fact looking forward to the
West Indies leg as well, where
he wants to use the dasher’s
counter-attacking abilities.

“The kind of ability he has,
it's alwavs tough to find the
right number for Pant. But
with three right-handers in
the top four, I thought it was
nice to have him in the middle.
And later on, in West Indies,
when spin is going to play a
big part, his counterattacking
can come into picture in a big

way. He has got an all-round
game and we want to utilize
that upfront, where he gets to
play maximum balls along
with some of the other expe-
rienced players,” Rohit said.

While Pant's batting 1s cru-
cial to India’s success going
forward, Arshdeep's ability to
swing the new ball and deliver
the yorker at the death are
equally important. The fact
that he is also a left-armer
adds the much-needed variety
to the pace attack, which has
three more right-armers.

After doing well against
Ireland, Arshdeep was entrust-
ed to bowl the last over against
Pakistan, where he did just
enough to keep the desperate
batters at bay. That was fol-
lowed by his matchwinning
effort against USA and in all
probability, if the team man-
agement decides to go with
three specialist pacers in West
Indies in the X1, he will be one
of them. Arshdeep, though,
doesn't want to think that far.
“l remember what (batting
coach) Vikram Rathour told us
in the team meeting — ‘stay
where your feet are'. So right
now, we just stay in the present
and prepare for that.”

For now, the Super-8s are
“the present” and Arshdeep
would surely love to be at the
top of his game at the Kens-
ington Owval on Thursday.

Pakistan register
3-wkt consolation
win over Ireland

Lauderhill: Pakistan beat lre-
land by three wickets to regis-
ter a consolation win in their
inconsequential T20 World
Cup match here on Sunday.

Pakistan and Ireland have
already been eliminated from
the tournament with India and
debutants USA progressing to
the Super 8 from Group A.

Left-arm pacers Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Mohammad
Amir wreaked havoc with the
new ball, helping Pakistan
restrict Ireland to 106 for nine.

Shaheen finally came to
the party, albeit in a lost cause,
returning with impressive
figures of 3/22, while Amir
scalped two wickets for 11
runs as Pakistan bowlers ig-
nited fire on a damp pitch af-
ter electing to bowl.

Imad Wasim (3/8) bowled
brilliantly while Haris Rauf
(1/17) also accounted for a batter:
Gareth Delany (31 off 19) and
Mark Adair (15 off 14) shared
J2-run for the seventh wicket to
keep Ireland in the game.

Pakistan made a heavy
weather of the chase as they
were reduced to 57 for 5in 9.3
overs before skipper Babar
Azam (32 not out) and Abbas
Afridi (17) did the repair job.

Barry MecCarthy (3/15) was
the pick of Ireland bowlers.

BRIEF SCORES: Ireland 106/9
(Delany 31; Shaheen 3/22, Imad
3/8, Amir 2/11) lost to Pakistan
111/7 in 18.5 overs (Babar 32
n.0.; McCarthy 3/15). acencies
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Pakistan's Shaheen Shah Afridi

collides with teammate Usman
Khan while taking a catch

Australia sink brave Scotland; England reach Super 8

Wiese retires from

Gros Islet (St Lucia): Australia saw
off a determined challenge from
Scotland to claim a five-wicket vie-
tory in a decisive final Group B
match of the T20 World Cup for both
teams at the Daren Sammy Stadium
here on Saturday.

Replyving to the Scots’ 180 for five,
their highest total in a T20 World
Cup match, half-centuries from
Travis Head (68; 49b, 5x4, 4x6) and
Marcus Stoinis (59; 29b, 9x4, 2x6
paced them to the target and a 100
percent winning record in the group
with two balls to spare. Tim David's

unbeaten 24 off 14 balls finished the

job to lift Australia to 186 for five.

But he required a generous slice
of luck when dropped at deep mid-
wicket before finishing off the
match with a huge six in the same
direction off the next ball from
seamer Brad Wheal.

That result also eliminated Scot-
land and allowed title-holders Eng-

Marcus Stoinis
in action against
Scnt!and '

land, who beat Namibia by 41 runs
earlier in the day in a rain-affected
match in Antigua, to qualify for the
Super Eight alongside Australia,
Farlier, Brandon Mc Mullen led
the Scottish effort with a topscore of
60 off 34 balls after they were put in.
His ultra-aggression, and support

from opener George Munsey (35) In
an 89-run second-wicket partnership,
pushed the scoring rate up to ten runs
per over. However Australia were able
to regain a measure of containment
when McMullen fell to leg-spinner
Adam Zampa in the 12th over;
Despite a battling unbeaten 42

from sKipper Richie Berrington,
only 69 runs came off the last 52
balls of the innings when Scotland
would have been looking to putup a
total in excess of 200.

Glenn Maxwell's off-spin earned
him the best figures of two for 44
although Zampa was the most eco-
nomical, conceding 30 runs off his
four overs.

A team that prides itself on im-
peccable fielding and catching, Aus-
tralia fell away from that high stand-
ard with six chances, of varyving
degrees of difficulty, being put down
by the 2021 champions.

Brook boost for England

Anything other than win would
have seen England knocked out and
they were left fearing an early exit
when rain delayed the scheduled
start by three hours. England, in a
match eventually reduced to 10 overs
per side, collapsed to 13-2 after losing

the toss.

But a stand of 56 between the
Yorkshire duo of Harry Brook (47
not out off 20 balls) and Jonny
Bairstow (31) helped take them to a

total of 122-5.

Namibia were left with a target
of 126 under the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern method for rain-interrupted
matches. But they were never up
with the required run-rate against
England's new-ball duo of Reece To-
pley (0-6 in two overs) and Jofra
Archer (1-15), with the non-Test na-

tion finishing on 84-3.

BRIEF SCORES: Scotland 180/5
(McMullen 60, Berrington 42 n.o,
Munsey 35; Maxwell 2-44) lost to
Australia 186/5 in 19.4 overs (Head 68,
Stoinis 59, David 24 n.o; Watt 2-34,
Sharif 2-42).

England 122/5 in 10 overs (Brook 47 n.o,

Bairstow 31; Trumpelmann 2-31) bt
Namibia 84/3 in 10 overs (Van Lingen
33, Wiese 27). AGencies

international cricket

North Sound (Antigua): Na-
mibia allrounder David Wiese
has retired from international
cricket after his teams final T20
World Cup group stage match
against England on Sunday.

Namibia's campaign ended
after their third group stage
loss on Sunday to defending
champion England. Their
only win in the tournament
came against Oman.

After Wiese was dismissed
in the final over of Namibia's
chase, he raised his helmet and
bat to the crowd as he walked
off before being greeted by his
teammates at the dugout.

“The next T20 World Cup is
still two vears away, I'm 39
yvears old now, so in terms of
international cricket, I don't

know if
there's
much
left in
B
Wiese
said later.
Wiese,
who usually
bats in the middle order, was
promoted up the order to no.
3, smashed two sixes and a
four in successive Adil Rashid
in his 27 off 12 innings.
Originally from South Af-
rica, Wiese has plaved in three
consecutive T20 World Cups for
Namibia. Wiese made his T201
debut for South Africa in 2013
and his ODI debut in 2015. He
also represented the Proteas in
the 2016 T20 World Cup. 1ans

India ride on Smritl < century

GALLERY

Archer Bhajan claims gold,
earns Olympic quota place

Unheralded Bhajan Kaur earned India an Olympic
quota place in the women's recurve archery by
winning gold in the final Olympic Qualifier tourna-
ment in Antalya, Turkey, on Sunday, reports Ar-
chiman Bhaduri from Kolkata. Her teammate
Ankita Bhakat too was eligible for the quota place
when the Kolkata-born archer made the quarterfi-
nals, but the single berth on offer in the event
went to Kaur as she fared better than Bhakat.
India, who missed out on team guota places in
both men's and women’s categories earlier in the
competition, will thus make it to the mixed team
event too in Paris as Dhiraj Bommadevara had
already won a men's quota place. Deepika Kumari
lost to Azerbaijan's Yaylagul Ramazanova 4-6 in
the third round after leading 4-0.

Results: Women: Fimal: Ehagan Ko b Maobena Fallah (Tran) &6-2
{28-26,29-29, 29-26, 29-29). Quarters: Ankita Bhakat lost to
Mohina Faltah {Iran) 4-6(27-27, 27-28, 29-27, 27-27, 28-29),

Diksha tied third: India's Diksha Dagar returned
an even par 72 in the second round of the Ladies
Italian Open golf tournament to be tied third at
5-under 139 in Rome. Diksha is two shots behind
sole leader England's Amy Taylor (70-67) who is
T-under. Pranavi Urs (73-70) rose to tied 17th
while Tvesa Malik (73-72, T-41) also made the cut.
Ridhima Dilawari (75-73) and Vani Kapoor (72-77)
bowed out. other score: Meijer LPGA Classic (Grands
Rapids, US): 207: Aditi Ashok (68, 70, 65)

Walsh sets record: Katie Ledecky qualified for
her fourth Olympic Games and Gretchen Walsh
set a world record on the opening night of the US
swimming trials in Indianapolis on Saturday.
Seven-time gold medallist Ledecky won the
400m freestyle gold with a time 3 minutes, 58.35
seconds. Walsh's record of 55.18s came in the
women's 100m butterfly semifinal heat. The
previous mark of 55.48 seconds was set by
Sweden's Sarah Sjostrom in 2016.

Pranathn mns silver, Gowthamibronze:
Karnataka athletes Pranathi
(2:51.67s) and Gowthami
(1.62m) claimed silver and bronze
medals in the girls 1,000m and
high jump respectively at

the National Youth Athletics
Championships in Bilaspur,
Ehhatl:lsgari‘l on Sunday. Rajasthan’s Muskan
(2:5L11) topped the 1,000m charts while Tamil
Nadu's Akslin M (2:53.37) finished third. In the
high jump, Haryana's Prachi won gold with a
jump of L.71m while her state-mate Pooja
clinched silver with 1.69m.

Sujith scores brace: Sujith struck abrace as
Gameon Hockey Club scored a 6-2 win over
Primrose HC in the 93rd State Level Travancore
Cup hockey tournament in Bengaluru on Sunday.
Results: Germanite Hockey Academy 3 (Sumit Kethan 9,48, Arun
42) bt New Ashoka Hockey Club 1 {Mahendran P 37); Maveen Hockey
Club 5{Parasu10, Ajith 23, Miteesh 28, Naveen Kumar CH 42, Manoj
4B} bt Ideal Sports Academy O; Gameon Hockey Club & (Pranay 4,
Sujith 9. 47 Yogesh 12, Shrin 32, Lokesh 43) bt Prmrose HC 2
{Dennis 19, Kiran 27). Today's matches: [15C Gymbkhana Club Vs
Southern Alpha Sports Academy (L30pm); Leo's Sports Club Vs
EBengalury Blues HE B (3pm).

India women finish 5th, men 6th: India
women finished fifth and their men counterparts
sixth in the Asian Team Squash Championships
which concluded in Dalian, China, on Sunday.
The Indian women's side beat Iran 2-0 in the
match to decide the fifth and sixth positions.
However, the men's team lost to South Korea 1-2.

Lovlina clinches silver: Lovlina Borgohain lost
to China's Li Qian 2-3 to settle for silver in the

women's 75kg contest at the Grand Prix Usti nad
Labem boxing tournament in the Czech Republic.

De Minaur clinches title: Australian top seed
Alex De Minaur beat American Sebastian Korda
6-2, 6-4 to win the 's-Hertogenbosch grasscourt
Wimbledon warm-up on Sunday. The win in the
Netherlands ensured the 25-year-old will reach a
career-high world ranking of seven. Result: Final
[-Adex De Minawr (Aus) bt 7-Sebastian Korda (USA) 6-2, 6-4.

Asha Bags 4 As Hosts
Drub SA by 143 Runs

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Smriti Mandhana's
26-month wait for her sixth QDI
ton ended on Sun-
day as she spear-
headed India’s cha-
ree against South
™M Africa women in
the opening match
at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium here. The south-
paw, whose previous ODI hundred
came against West Indies at the
World Cup in March 2022, was the
standout performer in the crush-
ing 143-run victory which helped
the hosts take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series.

0DI SERIES

On the back of Smriti’'s 117
(127b, 12x4, 1x6) and lower-order
contributions from Deeptl Shar-
ma (37) and Pooja Vastrakar (31
n.o), India scored 265/8 in their 50
overs after Ayabonga Khaka's
three-fer. Debutant Asha Sobha-
na also joined the party, scalping
four wickets with her flight and
spin to dismiss the visitors for 122
runs. The leg-spinner’s first wick-
et was Marizanne Kapp (24) in the
22nd over before she bagged the
last three South African wicketsto
complete the rout in stvle.

Smriti's teammates gave her a
standing ovation as she raised her
bat to celebrate the century in the

Chethan Shivakumir

'"'!DHL':;*: IVE: Smriti |"u"|ElfId|‘idT‘lE. in action on Sunﬂm

43rd over. She deserved the adula-
tion after bailing India out of trou-
ble on atricky surface. After opting
to bat first, the home team lost
wickets regularly They were five
wickets down, including those of
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur (10),
Shafali Verma(7)and Jemimah Ro-
drigues (17), before India reached
the three-figure mark. While lower-
order batters Deepti and Pooja
came up with useful contributions,
the onus continued to be on Smriti
to take her team to a good total and
shedid not disappoint. Firstup, the

sixth-wicket partnership of 81 with
Deepti kept the scoreboard ticking.
After Deepti was sent back by Kha-
ka, Smriti and Vastrakar were in-
volved in a 58-run stand before the
Mumbaikar was caught by Sune
Luus off Masabata Klaas in the
47th over, helping India compile a
competitive total.

Brief scores: India women: 265/8 in 50 overs
{Smriti Mandhana 117, Deepti Sharma 37, Pooja Vas-
trakar 31m.o; Ayabonga Khaka 3-37, Masabata Klaas
2-51) bit Sowth Africa women: 122 all out in 37.4
avers | Sine Luus 33 Marizanne Kaap 24, SinaloJaf-
ta 27n.o; Deepti 2-10, Asha Sobhana 4-21),

- DeChambeau moves
three shots clear

rvson DeChambeau brushed off hip is-
sues to move three shots clear at the top
of the US Open third round leaderboard
on Saturday, setting up a potential mouth-wa-
tering showdown with world
number three Rory Mcllroy,
On another steamy afternoon
at Pinehurst Resort in North
Carolina, DeChambeau reco-
vered from an early bogey and
troublesome hip that required
treatment to return a three-under 67 to lead
Frenchman Matthieun Pavon (69), Patrick
Cantlay (70) and Mcllroy (69) by three.
Further two back and five off the pace are
m Japan's Hideki Mat-
suvama (70) and
Swede Ludvig Aberg (73), who had held a one
shot lead after the second round. DeCham-
beau will be partnered with Pavon for the fi-
nal round but it is Mcllroy, paired with Can-
tlay, who he will share the spotlight as the for-
mer-US Open winners and two of golf's most
intriguing figures grapple for the trophy:
Mellroy may be one of golf's most popular
figures but DeChambeau has enjoved the
backing of the crowds at Pinehurst. There
will also be some golf politics and bragging
rights on Sunday with 2020 US Open winner
DeChambean now plaving on the Saudi-
backed LIV Golf tour and McIlroy, long one of

. the most vocal critics of the renegade circuit.

Leading scores {after 54 holes): 203; Bryson DeCharmheau
(USA, &7 69 67) 206: Matthieu Pavon (Fra, &7 70,69, Rory Mcllroy
(NIR, 65, 72, 6%, Patrick Cantlay (USA, 65, 71, 70); 208: Hideki Mat-
suyama lJpn, T2, &6, 70), Ludvig Aberg (Swe, 66, 69, 73); 200 Tyrrell
Hatton (Eng. 68, 7L 70}, Tormy Finau (LS4, 68, 69, 72). AGENCIES
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MY WIFE WAS VERY, VERY HAPPY FOR ME TO BE
HERE. ON SATURDAY IT WAS HER BIRTHDAY AND WE
WOULD HAVE BEEN IN SPAIN. IT THEN CAME
DIFFERENTLY. MY FIRST CONTACT WITH THE COACH

=—EMRE CAN

WAS ON WEDNESDAY. | MISSED HIS FIRST CALL."

GERMANY MIDFIELDER

BENCH PRESS

Hamburg: Modern-day football
sometimes shuns the strapping cen-
tre forward but Netherlands super-
sitb Wout Weghorst came off the
bench to spare their blushes on Sun-
day and show the value of a number
nine with a killer instinet in a 2-1
Euro 2024 win over Poland.

There was no question that the
Dutch were the dominant side
against a Polish outfit who were per-
fectly happy to sit and wait for their
moments,

Yet goals win games and if the
Netherlands are to go far at the tour-
nament they will need to sharpen
their knives after a largely wasteful
display in Hamburg.

The Dutch started the game with
a dynamic front three of Cody Gak-
po, Memphis Depay and Xavi Si-
mons who were full of running
and creative interplay, carving
apart the Poles and creating
chance after chance. They had
64% of possession and 20 shots
on goal but apart from Gakpo's
deflected effort in the 29th min-
ute to level the scores, the opportuni-
ties came and went,

As the Netherlands’ hopes of
opening their Group D campaign
with a victory started to fade, boss
Ronald Koeman summoned Weg-
horst off the bench in the 81st min-
ute, one of a number of changes he
made as he looked to shift the dial
in their favour. Two minutes later,
the Netherlands had the lead as Weg-
horst latched on to Nathan Ake's
pass and rifled the ball into the back
of the net left-footed.

Weghorst, who came on with the
Dutch trailing 2-0 to Argentina at the
2022 World Cup to score twice, has

POLAND

Buksa 16

¥ ol e

.ill‘L'

NETHERLANDS 2| *.J

Gakpo 29 Weghorst 83

netted with his past three shots at
major tournaments.

And underlining his super-sub
credentials, it was the third con-
secutive game in which he has come
off the bench to score for the Dutch.

“A real No.9 knows exactly where
he needs to be to get those sort of
goals,” said former Netherlands
striker and Dutch TV analyst Pierre
van Hooljdonk.

Those who have followed Weg-
horst’s club career would be forgiven
for thinking they are watching a dif-
ferent player from the version who
lines up for the Dutch.

He scored no goals in 17 league

games during a dismal loan spell at
Manchester United last season,
while this campaign he has scored
seven in 28 games for his loan club
Hoffenheim in the Bundesliga, He
has bagged the same number for the
Dutch this season in 11 appearances.

While the victory was deserved,
Poland can take some solace from a
competitive display when many had
been predicting a more comprehen-
sive defeat. There was some trepida-
tion among Polish fans after they
scraped into the tournament
through the playoffs following a woe-
ful qualifying campaign, even if
their recent form had shown more

FINISH LINE: Wout
Weghorst (9) does
the jobfor the
Netheriands

promise.

With record scorer Robert Le-
wandowski, who boasts a remarka-
ble 82 goals in 150 internationals,
sidelined through injury, it was al-
ways going to be an uphill task.

There are occasions when losing
yvour best playver can be a blessing in
disguise, as a team that has become
overly reliant on an individual’s bril-
liance is forced into a rethink.

In came Adam Buksa to lead the
line, a big man to replace a big star
and not only did the 1.93-metre strik-
er open the scoring for the Poles but
his all-round game gave the Dutch
defence headaches. reuters

STATS THE WAY

Weghorst takes the pole: Supersub
Scores Late Again In Netherlands’ 2-1
Win Over A Defiant Poland Team

12 Goal attempts

7 On target

33% Possession

293 Passes

78% Pass accuracy

10 Fouls

0 Yellow cards

0 Red Cards

4
67%
583
88%
8
1
0
0

2 Offsides

WE SHOULD HAVE MADE
MORE USE OF OUR
OPPORTUNITIES. WE HAVE TO
GIVE A HUG TO WOUT. ALL THE
SUBS PERFORMED GREAT TODAY."

= Cody Gakpo, DuTCH GOALSCORER

| TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO
EACH PLAYER THE
POSSIBILITY FOR STARTING OR
COMING ON THE FIELD IN THE
SECOND HALF WHEN WE MIGHT
NEED A DIFFERENT APPROACH.
AND WOUT WAS A LITTLE UPSET.
THAT'S A GREAT MENTALITY
FROM THE PLAYER."

—Ronald Koeman, pytcH coacH

TONIGHT’S TUSSLES
Group E

Romania vs Ukraine 6.30pm

Belgium vs Slovakia 9.30pm

Group D
France vs Austria 12.30am

Live on Sony Sports Network

Deschamps eyes a ton of triumphs

Hamburg: After a shock last 16 exit from
Euro 2020 and finishing runners-up as hosts
in 2016, France can do themselves a big
favour with a decisive win against an in-
form Austria on Monday to stamp

their authority on the tourna-
ment early on,

When coach Didier Des-
champs takes to the dugout
on Monday for France's
European Championship
opener, it will be an op-
portunity to register a
phenomenal 100th win
in charge of the team.

The 55-year-old is by
some margin the most ex-
perienced coach at the tour-
nament in Germany, with 2
his almost 12 yvears in
charge of Les Bleus, and
brings with him impres-
sive credentials as a
player too. A

Monday's Group .
[} match in Dues- Y
seldorf marks i, 8
Deschamps’s
154th game as
French coach
with 99
wins, 30

. rance captain Kylian Mbappe declared himself
1 “against extremes and divisive ideas” when
asked about crucial upcoming legislative elections

in the country, “We are a generation that can make

for Les Bleus to not be politicised.

MBAPPE AGAINST ‘DIVISIVE IDEAS’ || AUSTRIA VS FRANCE
EVEN AS OFFICIALS URGE RESPECT || Dusseidort Arena
FOR TEAM'S NEUTRALITY HEAD TO HEAD (25 games)

TISTHIA WON9 DRAW3

a difference. We see the extremes are knocking on FRANCE WON 13
the door of power and we have the opportunity to
shape our country’s future,” he said. FORM GUIDE
The striker also defended comments made by AUSTRIA
his teammate Marcus Thuram, saying he *had not :
gone too far” in calling on the country “to ﬁght every B W (W [ W | W
day to stop™ the far-right National Rally winning the FRANCE
B, elections. France's football federation has called for
the national team’s neutrality to be respected and DI WI|W I. D

& e vep | the game tomorrow.

. (The political)

" never-before-seen
e event."—Mbappe

(most recent first)

I situation is even
. more important than

. One does not impede
', the other, not at ail.
~ We know thatitisa
© pivotal moment for
" French history, thisis a

2024

draws and 24 losses in a glory-filled career,
where consistency and calmness have been
his hallmarks. He has been coach of his
side more than three yvears longer than the
next most experienced manager at Euro
— England’s Gareth Southgate.
There is the possibility in Germany
for him to become the first to win the
World Cup and the Euros as both a play-
er and a coach but that is not something
he said he was concerned about. acencies

Frankfurt: Romelu Lukaku cut a
disbelieving figure after missing a
succession of chances in Belgium's
(-0 draw with Croatia that sealed an
early exit from the 2022 World Cup,
but returns to the big stage at the
European Championship hoping to
banish those memories.

A half-fit Lukaku managed 53 min-
utes across Belgium’s three games in
Qatar and was not at fault for their
disastrous group-stage campaign, but
it was a low point for the 31-vear-old.
He will lead the line against Slovakia
in Belgium's Group E opener in Frank-
furt on Monday having scored 17 goals

21 B

LUKAKU

in 11 national team appearances since
the World Cup.

Rejuvenated Belgium hope to ban-
ish the memories of a dismal World
Cup campaign and extend a 15-match
unbeaten run in their European Cham-

pionship Group E opener. The coun-
trv’s golden generation were tarnished
by a first-round exit in Qatar but, with
several fresh faces in the team and
some new energy, Belgium have been
unbeaten since coach Domenico Te-
desco took over in February last vear.

If thev keep cool heads in the chang-

ing room and their key playvers remain
mjury-free, then anvthing is possible.
Belgium have kept clean sheets in 10 of
their 15 games and have scored 33 goals,

with Romelu Lukaku, Kevin De Bruyne
and Jan Vertonghen the old heads

among young talents Jeremy Doku,
Johan Bakayoko and Amadou Onana.

BELGIUM VS SLOVAKIA
Frankfurt Arena

HEAD TO HEAD ( 3 games)
BELGIUM WON 1

SLOVAKIA WON 0

FORM GUIDE
BELGIUM

Wi wW|D|D
SLOVAKIA

WWD“W

{(most recent first)

W

Romania face
tough test
against Ukraine

Munich: While Romania eruised
through the qualifying stages and
topped their group, they face a
stern test in their return to the
European Championship finals
after eight years when they take
on an experienced and motivated
Ukraine side on Monday.

Ukraine, making their fourth
straight Euros appearance, have a
talented squad with players such
as Chelsea winger Mvkhailo
Mudrvk and have a fierce desire to
put on a performance to give sup-
porters facing war at home some-
thing to cheer.

With manager Serhiv Rebrov's
side appearing in their first major
tournament since Russia's full-
scale invasion in 2022, the former
player underlined the importance
of their opening Group E clash at
the Munich Football Arena.

“I see a lot of kids supporting us
when we play and it definitely gives
our players exira motivation,” Re-
brov said. “Wherever we play we
feel the support of all Ukrainians
for whom football 1s a source of
positive emotion.”

ROMANIA VS UKRAINE

Munich Football Arena

HEAD TO HEAD ( s games)
ROM WON 3 l—‘mw 1

UKRAINE WON 2
FORM GUIDE
ROMANIA
p|D D|w
UKRAINE

W

. K

(most recent first)

Mean boys: Spalleti wants upped ante agalnst Spam

Holders Italy Come Back Stronc
After Early Albania Shock

Dortmund: Italy must be meaner and more
direct when they face Spain, though they may
get more attacking opportunities, coach Luciano
Spalletti said after his side’s 2-1 win over Albania

at Euro 2024 on Saturday.

Having conceded inside 23 seconds, defending
champions [taly were ahead after 16 minutes and
Iimited Albania to very few chances until a fran-
tic finish as their opponents pushed forr an un-
likely equaliser, Spalletti said his team had
showed character to recover from the early
deficit and displaved a togetherness that will

serve ltaly well if thev progress be-
vond the group stage. “'We switched off
but we need to appreciate the desire to
trv and go and play football even when
the going got tough,™ he said.
Spalletti, who appeared frustrated

during the second half, was clear Italy needed to
improve, not least on Thursday against Spain
who blew Croatia away 3-0 on Saturday, “There
are a number of things we still have to improve
because we thought we were better than we were
in too many situations,” he said. “We need to be

Group B: ITALY 2
(Bastoni 11, Barella
16) ALBANIA 1
(Bajrami 1)

hurt the opposition ...

meaner, neat and tidy in the way we build things
up, vou free up a man but then you need to goand
we thought we were bril-
liant at just Keeping possession.”

But Spalletti suggested Spain’s strengths could
also play into Italy’s hands. “We need to move the

the It ¥5 287

Lol s

3

NO DOUBT! Italy

celebrate Barella's
winner on Saturday

Euros, youngest since 1988

ball a bit more quickly, because we did so badly
on occasions tonight, but against Spain there will
be (chances) to play the ball forward more,” he
gaid. “Because they tend to be more aggressive
in their press, there might be greater scope to
actually play in behind their defensive line.”

Average
age of
tarting Imeup at

FASTEST GOALS
IN EURO HISTORY
0. 2 3 Nedim Bajrami (Italy 2-1 Albania,

15/06/2024, group stage)

1:0

Dmitri Kirichenko (Russia 2-1
Greece, 20/06/2004, group stage)

I.ZZEmi[ Forsherg (Sweden 3-2 Poland,

23/06/21, group stage)

1-391155::! Poulsen (Denmark 1-2

Belgium, 17/06/2021, group stage)

1:4

pens, 30/06/2016, quarter-final)

Robert Lewandowski (Poland 1-1
Portugal, aet, Portugal win 5-3 on

O rremm

Fallable without the offar.
e
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STANDINGS: GROUP A STANDINGS: GROUP B
TEAMS | P |w [D|L|GD|pt [ TEAMS [P W |D|L|GD| Pt

Ger 1{1(0(0| 4|3 ||Spain |1|1|0|0| 3|3
Swi 1110|023 Italy 11 1L0]10] 1 |:3
Hun 1|0[{0|1|=-2]|0]]|Alb 1|0(0|1(-1]0
Sco 110(0(1|-4]|0]||Cro 1|0|011]|-3]0

Slovenia spoil
Eriksen’s fairytale
Euro return

Midfielder Scores
Three Years after
His Onfield Collapse

Stuttgart: Denmark captain
Christian Eriksen marked a
memaorable return to the Eu-
ropean Championship three
yvears after suffering a cardiac
arrest at the previous edition
of the tournament, scoring
the goal that secured a 1-1
draw with Slovenia in their
Group C opener on Sunday,

Group C: SLOVENIA 1 (Janza 77)
DENMARK 1 (Eriksen 17)

all of their set pieces while
also scoring a 17th minute
goal that handed the Danes the
lead in a performance that
will go a long way in silencing
the eritics.

Were it not for his team
mates’ sloppy finish, he could
have added an assist or two to
his match stats.

Only a few months ago this
seemed a very unlikely sce-
nario. “The Christian Eriksen
we all know, he is no longer
there., Christian Eriksen
doesn’t play football any-
more,” former Denmark and
Real Madrid player Thomas
Gravesen said in his scathing

BERIGHT BACK; Christian

Eriksen scores the

opening goal :

The 32-yvear-old missed his
team’s run to the semi-final in
2021 after his shock on-pitch
collapse in the opening match
against Finland. On Sunday
he did not waste any time fo
put the trauma of that game
behind him as he played his
first Euro game since then.

In a textbook playvmaking
performance, especially in a
strong Danish first half, Erik-
sen orchestrated their game
and set a quick early pace as
per the orders of coach Kasper
Hjulmand who fielded two
strikers. He delivered almost

criticism of the international.

“Christian Eriksen sits on
the bench and watches foot-
ball. Christian Eriksen as we
know him, he is no more.”

Eriksen was coming off a
disappointing season with
Manchester United that saw
him earn little playing time
under coach Eric ten Haag.
That was hardly the run-up he
needed for a major tournament.
Many fans back home were sur-
prised that Hjulmand had kept
faith with him, while others
were certain the midfielder was
well past his best. reuters

Fans lay wreaths
at Dachau site for
Nazi v1ct1rns

Cologne: Fans from Scotland,
Ukraine, Germany, Israel and
other nations laid wreaths at
the Dachau Concentration
Camp Memorial Site on Satur-
day to commemorate victims
of the Nazis, vowing “never
again” and to use football asa
force to unite people.

The group toured the camp
and heard how the Nazis had
persecuted Jewish footballers
and coaches, forced prisoners
to play soccer for propaganda
before banning it, then allowed
only some inmates to play un-
der the camp's hierarchy of
privileges for different catego-
ries of prisoner. Fans also
heard the children of former
camp victims tell their par-
ents’ stories, walked in proces-
sion with a Scottish bagpiper.

Dachau is half an hour's
drive from Munich's football
stadium, where Euro 2024 be-
gan on Friday It was one of
the first concentration camps
to be set up by the Nazis,
weeks after Adolf Hitler took
power in January, 1933.

“It 1= a sombre place. You
walk in and it is an uncomfort-
able feeling. But [ think this
sort of service is important to
remember what happened, to

make sure we learn from mis-

takes... it has opened our
minds to a lot of things,” said
Cole Cattanach, 21, a Scottish
student from Falkirk, travel-
ling through Germany to sup-
port the Scotland team.
Andreas Erbel, represent-
ing German football fans, said
he came to the commemora-
tion to help protect democracy.
“I wanted to show that there
is also a counterweight to the
move to the right across Europe,
that there are more people...
who are open to the world.”




To Get All The Popular Newspapers.
Type in Search Box of Telegram

@sharewithpride

If You Want to get these Newspapers Daily at earliest

English Newspapers»»

Indian Express, Financial Express, The Hindu, Business Line, The Times of India, The Economic Times,
Hindustan Times, ET wealth, Business Standard, First India, Mint, Greater Kashmir, Greater Jammu, The
Himalayan, The Tribune, Brill Express, The Sikh Times, Avenue Mail, Western Times, Millennium Post, The
Statesman, State Times, The Pioneer, Hans India, Free Press, Orissa Post, Mumbai Mirror, Mid-Day, Deccan
Chronicle, Deccan Herald, Telangana Today, Financial Times, The Asian Age, The Telegraph, Oheraldo, Gulf of
Times, The New York Times, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, The Wall Street Journal,

The Guardian, The Times

Hindi Newspapers»»
3R 31T, ST, & AR, ISCT HERT, THITESR, SllehardT

Others»»

Hindi & English Editorial, Employment News, Malayalam Newspapers, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Gujarati

Type in Search box of Telegram  https//tme/viegarines sssoosose2  And
you will find a Channel named @Lalit712 join it and recei\
daily editions ofall popular epapers at the earliest

Or

you can click on this link

https://t.me/sharewithpride


https://t.me/daily_news_hub
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/Magazines_8890050582
https://t.me/sharewithpride
https://t.me/sharewithpride

	new NEWS ADD.pdf
	If You Want to get these Newspapers Daily at earliest
	Hindi Newspapers»»
	दैनिक जागरण, राजस्थान पत्रिका, दैनिक भास्कर, दिव्यभास्कर,  हिंदुस्तान, नवभारत टाइम्स, बिज़नस स्टैंडर्ड,
	अमर उजाला, जनसत्ता, द पायोनीर, राष्ट्रीय सहारा, प्रभातखबर, लोकसत्ता


