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Actress Alia Bhatt at the
launch of her first children’s
picture book Ed Finds A Home

in Mumbai on Sunday. — AFP

Nuclear fears, food
issue focus at Swiss
summit on Ukraine

Burgenstock: The interna-
tional Ukraine peace summit
was to focus Sunday on food
security, avoiding a nuclear
disaster and returning
deported children from
Russia as countries outlined
building blocks towards end-
ing the war. More than two
years after Russia invaded,
leaders and top officials
from more than 90 states
were spending the weekend
at a Swiss mountainside
resort for a landmark two-
day summit. Eighty countries
jointly called for the “territo-
rial integrity” of Ukraine to
be the basis for any peace
agreement to end Russia’s
war, though some key devel-
oping nations at a Swiss
conference did not join in.
Full report on Page 6

Cleanest city Indore to
now become green city

Bhopal: Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, which won the tag
of cleanest city of India con-
secutively for six years in the
annual “swachchh” survey
by the Centre, set a goal to
become “green city” of the
country with CM Mohan
Yadav launching a mission to
plant 51 lakh trees in it.

Full report on Page 4

Police files fresh case, 1
arrested in Salman case

Mumbai: The Mumbai police
registered a new case in con-
nection with firing outside
actor Salman Khan'’s resi-
dence and arrested a man
from Rajasthan. A court
remanded the accused, identi-
fied as Banwarilal Laturlal
Guijar (25), hailing from Bundi,
in custody until June 18.

Full report on Page 4

COUNTERPOINT

Let’s introduce Stepfather’s Day,
Adoptive Father’s Day, Foster
Father’s Day, Godfather’s Day...
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B HM reviews J&K, Amarnath Yatra security ® “Terrorism shrunk’

Replicate ‘zero terror’ plan of
J&K Valley in Jammu: Shah

AMRESH SRIVASTAVA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Union home minister
Amit Shah on Sunday
directed the security
agencies to replicate the
successes achieved
through the area domina-
tion and “zero terror”
plan in Kashmir Valley in
Jammu division. He also
instructed the security
stakeholders to ensure a
safe and peaceful annual
pilgrimage of the
“Amarnath Yatra” begin-
ning on June 29.

Noting that the fight
against terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir is in
its decisive phase and the
recent incidents show
that terrorism has been
forced to shrink from
highly organised acts of
violence to a mere proxy
war, Mr Shah asked secu-
rity agencies to replicate
the successes achieved in
Kashmir Valley in
Jammu division.

While chairing a high-
level meeting in the
national capital to review
the prevailing security
situation in the Jammu
region in the wake of

BJP to protest
over fuel price
hike in K’taka;
Sidda defends

Hassan (Karnataka),
June 16: The BJP will
stage protests across
Karnataka against the
hike in petrol and diesel
prices on June 17, the
party’s state unit presi-
dent B.Y. Vijayendra
said on Sunday.

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Saturday hiked
sales tax on fuel which
will make petrol and
diesel costlier.

Petrol prices have gone
up by 23 per litre and
diesel by Z3.5 per litre.

“We urge the chief
minister to withdraw
this decision immediate-
ly. Tomorrow we have
organised protests
across the state and we
are not going to keep
quiet till the hike is
revoked,” Mr
Vijayendra said.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
chief minister
Siddaramaiah defended
the hike fuel prices say-
ing that it will ensure
funding essential public
services and develop-
ment projects.

“The government has
increased VAT on petrol
to 29.84 per cent and on
diesel to 18.44 per cent.
Even after this hike, our
state’s taxes on fuel
remain lower than most
South Indian states and
similar economy-sized
states like
Maharashtra,” the chief
minister said. — PTI

M More on Page 3

Union home minister Amit Shah, J&K lieutenant-governor
Manoj Sinha and NSA Ajit Doval during a meeting to
review the J&K security situation and the preparedness

for the Amarnath Yatra in New Delhi on Sunday.

REITERATING THE
zero-tolerance policy
against terrorism under
the leadership of PM
Narendra Modi, Amit
Shah said the govern-
ment will leave no stone
unturned to root out
terrorism in J&K

recent terrorist attacks,
the Union home minister
asserted that the govern-
ment “is determined to
root out terrorism”.
According to official
sources, Mr Shah directed

— PTI

the security agencies to
work in mission mode
and ensure quick respons-
es in a coordinated man-
ner. He also stressed
ensuring seamless coordi-
nation among security
agencies, identifying vul-
nerable areas and
addressing security con-
cerns in those areas.
Reiterating the govern-
ment’s zero-tolerance pol-
icy against terrorism
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Mr Shah said the
government will leave no

THE OFFICIALS said
the Union minister was
given a detailed briefing
on the prevailing situa-
tion in J&K, where secu-
rity forces are expected
to intensify counter-ter-
rorism operations in the
coming days

stone unturned to root out
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir.

While appreciating the
law enforcement and
security agencies for the
successful conduct of the
Lok Sabha elections,
which witnessed record
voter turnout in Union
territory, he said that the
efforts of the Central gov-
ernment have yielded
great positive results in
the Kashmir Valley, with
a significant reduction in
terror-related incidents.

The officials said the
Union minister was given
a detailed briefing on the
prevailing situation in
Jammu and Kashmir,
where security forces are
expected to intensify
counter-terrorism opera-
tions in the coming days.
M Turn to Page 4

Can’t scrutinise EVMs in India,
says Rahul; backs Musk’s claim

m SP jumps in m Indian EVMs not hackable: Chandrasekhar

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday said
that EVMs in India are a
“black box” that nobody
is allowed to scrutinise,
asserting that “serious
concerns” are being
raised about transparen-
cy in the country's elec-
toral process.
“Democracy ends up
becoming a sham and
prone to fraud when insti-
tutions lack accountabili-
ty," Mr Gandhi said in a
post on X and tagged a
media report that claimed
that a relative of Shiv

Rahul Gandhi
Sena's candidate, who
won the polls from
Mumbai's North-West

seat by 48 votes, had a
phone that unlocks an
EVM.

The former Congress
president also tagged the
post on X by Elon Musk in
which he talked about

eliminating EVMs. "We
should eliminate elec-
tronic voting machines.
The risk of being hacked
by humans or Al, while
small, is still too high,"
Mr Musk said in his post.

However, former Union
minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar coun-
tered Mr Musk’s criticism
of EVMs and said that the
billionaire businessman's
view may apply to the US
and other countries
where they use regular
compute platforms to
build “Internet-connected
voting machines”.

“But the Indian EVMs
M Turn to Page 4
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Devotees gather to take a holy dip in the Ganga river on the occasion of Ganga
Dussehra at Har ki Pauri in Haridwar on Sunday.

Atishi: Conspiracy
afoot to sabotage
Delhi water supply

Seeks police patrolling for 15 days

Raut assures
Opp. support
to TDP in LS

Speaker poll

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBAI, JUNE 16

Offering the INDIA
bloc’s support to N.
Chandrababu Naidu-
led TDP if it fields its
candidate in the Lok
Sabha Speaker’s elec-
tion, Shiv Sena(UBT)
Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut on
Sunday claimed that
if the Speaker is
appointed from the
BJP, the saffron party
will break the govern-
ment supporting
parties like the
Janata Dal (United),
TDP and the LJP(Ram
Vilas).

The Rajya Sabha MP
said that the BJP has
a history of betraying
those who support
them.

Mr Raul said that
the NDA constituents,
especially Mr Naidu,
want the Speaker’s
post. “If the Speaker’s
post is not given to
the other NDA par-
ties, (PM) Narendra
Modi and (Union
home minister) Amit
Shah will break the
TDP, JD(U) and LJP.
That is why the
Speaker‘s post is very
important,” he said.

M More on Page 3

AVINASH PRABHAKAR JHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Alleging that a conspira-
cy is being hatched to
sabotage the main water
pipeline amid the ongo-
ing water crisis in the
national capital, Delhi
water minister Atishi on
Sunday wrote to police
commissioner Sanjay
Arora, requesting the
deployment of personnel
for patrolling and protect-
ing major pipelines for
the next 15 days.

In her letter, the city
minister said that on
Saturday, the Delhi Jal
Board’s (DJB) ground
patrolling team reported
a major leakage in its
south Delhi rising mains
— the main water
pipeline that carries
water from the Sonia
Vihar water treatment
plant (WTP) to south
Delhi.

“The leakage was near
the DTL sub-station in
Garhi Medhu. Our
patrolling team found
that several large 375-mm
bolts and one 12-inch bolt
had been cut from the
pipeline, causing the
leakage. The fact that sev-
eral large bolts had been
cut seems to indicate foul

Dilip vs Suvendu: Battle rages for Beng‘al BJP

Fireworks expected at party meetlng today to review reasons for poll debacle

SANJAY BASAK
NEW DELH]I, JUNE 16

Senior BJP leader Dilip
Ghosh is emerging as the
leading contender to
assume the role of West
Bengal BJP chief.
Snapping at his heels is
Mr Suvendu Adhikari,
who is also the Leader of
the Opposition in the state
Assembly.

This development fol-
lows the elevation of Dr
Sukanta Majumder, the
current state chief, to the
Union council of minis-

ters. At this juncture, Dr
Majumder continues to
oversee West Bengal BJP
affairs as the working
president of the state unit.
While tension continues
to escalate among the
state leaders, the West
Bengal BJP will hold a
crucial meeting to review
the reasons for its debacle
in the Lok Sabha polls on
Monday.

Meanwhile, facing criti-
cism over the BJP's elec-
toral performance in the
state, Mr Adhikari
skipped a meeting of the

Israeli Army to ‘pause’ daytime
ghting to allow aid enter Gaza

Jerusalem, June 16:
Israel’s military
announced on Sunday
that it would pause fight-
ing throughout daytime
hours along a route in
southern Gaza to freeup a
backlog of humanitarian
aid deliveries destined for
desperate Palestinians
enduring a humanitarian
crisis sparked by the war,
now in its ninth month.
The “tactical pause”
announced by the mili-
tary, which applies to
about 12 km of road in the
Rafah area, falls far short
of a complete ceasefire in

4’7

THE ARMY said the
pause would begin at 8
am and remain in effect
until 7 pm local time. It
said the pauses would
take place every day
until further notice

the beleaguered territory
that has been sought by
the international commu-
nity, including Israel's top
ally, the United States. If
it holds, the limited halt
in fighting could help
address some of the over-
whelming  needs of
Palestinians that have

surged even more in
recent weeks with Israel’s
incursion into Rafah.

The Army said the pause
would begin at 8 am and
remain in effect until 7 pm
local time. It said the paus-
es would take place every
day until further notice.

The pause is aimed at
allowing aid trucks to
reach the nearby Israel-
controlled Kerem Shalom
crossing, the main entry
point for incoming aid, and
travel safely to the Salah a-
Din highway, a main
north-southroad. @— AP

M More on Page 6
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Dilip Suvendu
Ghosh Adhikari

core committee in Kolkata
on Saturday. Mr
Adhikari, who left for
Cooch Behar, maintained
that it was “more impor-
tant to be with the victims
of the post-poll violence
than attending meetings”.
The BJP claims that party

functionaries in the state
were being targeted by
Trinamul Congress work-
ers, particularly in the
Cooch Behar region.
“Nearly 270 BJP workers
have taken shelter in our
party offices,” Mr
Adhikari had claimed. He
is, however, expected to
attend the meeting on
Monday to review the
party's performance in the
recently-concluded Lok
Sabha polls.

Party insiders have
identified a “weak” organ-
isational structure as a

significant factor behind
the BJP’s recent electoral
setback in West Bengal.
Sources said the BJP
struggled to establish its
presence in a large num-
ber of polling booths in
the state. Sources
revealed that the BJP had
failed to deploy “polling
agents” and appoint
“booth presidents” in 40
per cent of nearly 80,000
polling booths in the state.

As the race for West
Bengal’s BJP president
heats up, a growing
M Turn to Page 4
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Candidates leave an exam centre after taking the UPSC Civil Services (Preliminary)

exam in Gurgaon on Sunday.
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Atishi

IN HER letter, the city
minister said that on
Saturday, the Delhi Jal
Board’s (DJB) ground
patrolling team report-
ed a major leakage in its
south Delhi rising mains

play and sabotage,” the
letter read.

The DJB has deployed
patrol teams for the main
water distribution net-
work that carries raw
water to the WTPs and
then from them to the
main underground reser-
voirs in different parts of
the city, Ms Atishi wrote
in the letter, adding that
the Delhi government has
deployed teams under the
supervision of ADMs to
support patrol work.

Highlighting that at this
juncture any foul play
and sabotage will worsen
the already acute water
M Turn to Page 4

Ex-1AS officer’s
house, 2 trucks
bumt near GM’s
home in imphal

MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, JUNE 16

Exposing the already
fragile security scenario
of trouble-torn Manipur,
miscreants set an aban-
doned building near the
high-security secretari-
at complex in Imphal
and two trucks on fire in
two separate incidents
on Saturday.

Stating that the
torched building was
just a few hundred
metres from the official
bungalow of chief minis-
ter N. Biren Singh, secu-
rity sources said that the
abandoned house
belonged to the former
chief secretary of Goa
and first IAS officer of
Manipur late
Thangkhopao Kipgen,
who belonged to the
Kuki community. The
former IAS officer died
on March 3, 2005 but his
family is living in the
house.

The Imphal West SP, in
a statement, said that an
abandoned house near
“Kuki Inn, Old
Lambulane... was set on
fire. Immediately, teams
of Imphal West police
and fire tenders rushed
to the spot and doused
the fire... The first floor
of the house is partially
gutted.”

M More on Page 4
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42-yr-old on run
for 3 yrs arrested

New Delhi: A 42-year-old
man, on the run for three
murders including that of his
wife over an extra-marital

NETAS NATTER
GONGRESS & AAP BAGK T0 WAR

Congress and the AAP
in the national capital

G-7: ‘Hl FRIENDS
FROM #MELODP

ello from the Melodi team," a
Hvideo Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni posted on X

affair, has been arrested, the
police said on Sunday. Nitin
Verma had jumped his parole
a year after his arrest in
2008, and had been
absconding ever since, they
said. “On April 19, 2008,
information was received at
Dwarka police station that
two or three people had been
murdered in street number 9,
in Palam Village of Delhi,”
DCP Amit Goel said. When
the police went to the house,
they found the bodies of a
man and two women, who
were later found to have been
killed with a sharp-edged we-
apon. The bodies lay soa-ked
in blood with several wounds,
Mr Goel said. There were no
indications of any robbery.
During the investigation, it
was found that Nitin Verma
murdered his pregnant wife
and both his parents ov-er an
extramarital affair, he said.
The officer said Verma faked
an assault on him after the
murders to mislead police.

Man hangs self from
free near Metro stn

New Delhi: A 48-year-old
man allegedly committed
suicide by hanging himself
from a tree near the Dwarka
Metro station, the police
said on Sunday. The
deceased was identified as
Ramesh, a resident of
Bharat Vihar, they said. The
police received a PCR call
on Saturday reporting that a
body was found hanging
from a tree. Following this, a
team rushed to the spot, the
police said. “Crime team
inspected and pho-
tographed the crime scene,”
a senior police officer said.
During the initial investiga-
tion, the police found that
Ramesh used to sell snacks
around the area, he said. His
body was sent for a post-
mortem. Further investiga-
tion is underway, the police
officer added.

Doctor hooked for
tluping colleague

New Delhi: A doctor has
alleged that she was duped
and mistreated by another
doctor under the pretext of
helping her to organise an
event at the India Habitat
Centre (IHC). The victim
Deepali Bhardwaj, alleged
that the accused, Dr Harish
Bhalla, had also illegally
taken her picture, which was
available on social media,
and used it on the manipulat-
ed membership card of IHC
belonging to his late wife,
Kusum Bhalla. He did this to
gain entry to the gym of the
IHC. The victim alleged that
Bhalla used her identity to
get the membership of IHC.
She said that Bhalla misused
her identity in a fraudulent
manner. Based on her com-
plaint, an FIR of breach of
trust has been lodged
against Dr Bhalla.

for the just-concluded
Lok Sabha polls, the
two parties are back to
their warring ways.
The evanescent pact
between the two
parties broke ahead of
the impending battle
for the Delhi
Assembly; water
scarcity became the
immediate excuse.
The Delhi Congress
cadre hit the streets

severe water crisis in
the city-state, while

imposition of
President's rule over

mit

people

ers.
The
the

and protested against some in Delhi the failure of the and Mr
the AAP, raising Congress are Arvind Kejriwal

slogans like "Kharid demanding a special government.

Ke Paani Peeta Har session of the Mind you, the

Pariwar, Neend Me Assembly to discuss Congress insiders

Soi Dilli Sarkar”. the water scarcity claim that this is just

In the wake of the issue, others want the the beginning!

ered love for
the two lead-

of herself with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from the G-7 sum-
in Italy,
went immense-
ly viral and [
triggered sev- S
eral memes as

show-

hearty

laugh and the camaraderie visible
in the video between Ms Meloni

Modi indicated the strong

commitment by the political lead-
ership of both nations to further
strengthen the already-close ties
and bilateral strategic partnership
that exist. It bodes well for both
India and Italy.

OVER 2.4 LAKH
BOOKED FOR
WRONG PARKING

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH]I, JUNE 16

The Delhi traffic police has
booked over 2.4 lakh viola-
tors for improper parking this
year so far which is an incre-
ase of nearly 35 per cent as
compared to the last year,
officials said on Sunday. The
traffic police has reported a
significant su-rge in prosecu-
tions related to improper
parking violations in the cur-
rent year, they said. The offi-
cials said this marked incre-
ase in enforcement is part of
a broader initiative to impr-
ove traffic flow and ensure
the safety of all road users
within the city. Over the past
several months, the Delhi
traffic police has intensified
its efforts to address the
widespread issue of im-prop-
er parking, which has been
identified as a major contrib-
utor to traffic congestion and
accidents. This crackdown
has resulted in a noticeable
increase in the number of
challans issued for parking
violations, they said. The poli-
ce has deployed additional
personnel to monitor instan-
ces of illegal parking more
effectively. This measure has
been instrumental in identify-
ing and prosecuting offend-
ers, leading to a more disci-
plined parking culture among
motorists in the city, the offi-
cials said. “The statistics for
the current year showed that
police has booked 2,40,152
violators for improper park-
ing, while the numbers were
1,77,800 in 2023,” they said.

NTA needs to improve: Pradhan

AVINASH PRABHAKAR JHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Amid the ongoing row
over the Neet-UG 2024
results, Union education
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Sunday said
that a lot of improvement
is needed in the National
Testing Agency (NTA).
The Neet-UG exam has
been embroiled in a con-
troversy for allegations of
the paper leak and use of
unfair means in the exam-
ination.

Speaking to the media in
his constituency in
Odisha on Sunday, Mr
Pradhan said some issues
of mismanagement have
come to light at two places
in connection with the
Neet-UG exam. He said if
the big officials of the
NTA are found guilty, they
will not be spared. A lot of
improvement is required
in the NTA. The govern-
ment is concerned about
this and no culprit will be

Property dealer
shot dead in
Usmanpur area

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

A 34-year-old property
dealer was shot dead in
the Usmanpur area of
Northeast Delhi, the
police on Sunday said.

The family of the vic-
tim, Vicky, mounted a
roadblock by placing his
body on aroad in protest
against the killing. The
blockade lasted for two
hours.

His younger brother,
Sanjay, too was mur-
dered on March 26, the
police said. “Sanjay was
shot dead. Three people
were arrested in connec-
tion with the killing. His
elder brother Vicky was
shot dead Saturday night
when he was returning
home on his scooter,”
deputy commissioner of
police Joy Tirkey said.

The officer said a few
people chased Vicky on a
motorcycle in Usman-
pur’s Shanti mohalla
area and fired three
shots.

“One round hit Vicky in
the back of his head and
led to his death. Three
empty rounds were found
on the spot,” the DCP
said, adding, the police
suspect an old enmity
behind the murder.

A POLICE officer said
a few people chased
Vicky on a motorcycle
in Usman-pur’s Shanti
mobhalla area and fired
three shots at him

spared, Mr Pradhan said.

Meanwhile, the
Congress on Sunday said
there are ‘“serious ques-
tions” on the integrity of
the National Testing
Agency and the manner in
which Neet is designed
and administered. The
party demanded that case
should be investigated
under the supervision of
the Supreme Court and
students should get justice
at all costs.

Highlighting that the
Neet paper was leaked for
30 to 32 lakh rupees,
Congress in a post on X
said, “All these things
have been confessed by
the accused of paper leak,
but the ministers of Modi
government are not ready
to accept that the paper
has been leaked. 24 lakh
children of the country
were wronged, their
dreams were crushed, for
which only Modi govern-
ment is responsible. But
unfortunately running

NEET CONTROVERSY

Dharmendra Pradhan

away from responsibility
has been an old habit of
PM Modi and his minis-
ters. Our demand is that
this matter should be
investigated under the
supervision of the
Supreme Court and stu-
dents should get justice at
all costs”

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said, “I was a
member of Parliament’s
Standing Committee on
Health and Family

Welfare between 2014 and
2019 and recall broad sup-
port for Neet. But there
were MPs, especially
from Tamil Nadu, who
had raised concerns that
Neet would privilege
CBSE students and would
disadvantage youth com-

ing from non-CBSE
schools,”
“I do think now that this

CBSE issue needs proper
analysis. Is Neet discrimi-
natory? Are students from
poorer backgrounds being
denied opportunities?
Other states like
Maharashtra also have
expressed grave doubts on
Neet,” he said.

There are also serious
questions on the integrity
of the National Testing
Agency itself and the
manner in which Neet is
designed and adminis-
tered, he said.

The NCERT itself has
lost all professionalism in
the 1last decade, Mr
Ramesh claimed.

Relatives and police personnel outside an examination centre before the UPSC Civil

Services (Preliminary) examination in New Delhi on Sunday.

— PTI

4 labourers die, 18 injured in
truck collision in Ghaziabad

Ghaziabad, June 16: Four
people died and 18 were
injured when the truck
they were in was hit by
another truck coming
from behind near
Muradnagar, a police offi-
cer said on Sunday.
According to additional
deputy commissioner of
police, traffic, Ghaziabad,
Veerendra Kumar, the
incident happened at
around 1.15 am Sunday
when the trucks were
passing the Peripheral
Expressway under the
Muradnagar police sta-
tion area.

The mini-truck, an
Eicher Canter, was on its

Noida woman claims centipede
in ice-cream tub ordered online

Noida, June 16: A woman
here has claimed she has
found a centipede inside
an ice-cream tub she
ordered through an
instant delivery app, said
food safety officials, who
have launched a probe into
the matter. In a post on X
on June 15, the woman,
who identified herself as
Deepa Devi, shared a pic-
ture showing the insect
inside the ice-cream tub.
“Finding an insect inside
my Amul India ice cream
was truly alarming.
Quality control and food
safety should never be
compromised. FSSAI
Publication have to take
some legal action on such
kind of incidents that are
increasing in numbers day
by day (sic),” she posted.
The Noida food safety

4’*

department has collected
samples of the brand’s
ice-cream from the store
of instant delivery com-
pany Blinkit’s for testing,
the officials said.

“Sample has been taken
and sent to the laboratory
for testing. We are under
process of registering the
matter with regard viola-
tion of provisions of the
Food Safety Act, 2006,”
chief food safety officer
Akshay Goyal said.

He said the food safety
department took suo motu
cognisance of the
woman’s social media post
and reached out to her.

The packaging date
printed on the ice-cream
tub was April 15, 2024,
and the expiry date April
15, 2025, according to the
official. — PTI

THE MINI-truck, an
Eicher Canter, was on
its way from Sonipat in
Haryana to Hardoi car-
rying some brick kiln
workers. Some people
got down to urinate and
a truck coming from
behind hit the canter.

way from Sonipat in
Haryana to Hardoi carry-
ing some brick kiln work-
ers, Mr Kumar said.

“Some people got down
to urinate and a truck
coming from behind hit
the canter in its side, caus-
ing it to overturn.

“As a result, four per-

NCERT:

sons died, while 18 others
were injured. There were
35 passengers in the can-
ter,” he said.

The deceased have been
identified as Mayadevi, 45,
Irshad, 30, Najuman, 60,
and Shamina, 20, all resi-
dents of Hardoi district,
Mr Kumar told a news
agency.

The injured were rushed
to the nearest community
health centre from where
they were referred to the
Ghaziabad district hospi-
tal.

Nine injured were sent
to GTB Hospital in Delhi,
Mr Kumar said.

— PTI

BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj and other party workers demonstrate agalnst the Delhl Jal

Board in New Delhi on Sunday over the ongoing water crisis.

— PTI

® BJP vandalised DJB office, alleges Atishi

Slugfest continues as
water woes |nten5|fy

BHASKAR HARI SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

In the wake of the severe
water crisis, the war of
words between the ruling
AAP and the BJP intensi-
fied as the saffron party
on Sunday upped the ante
by hitting the streets in
the national capital. The
AAP meanwhile accused
BJP workers of vandalis-
ing a Delhi jal board office
in South Delhi. In a relat-
ed development, a dispute
over filling water from a
common tap injured three
persons in Dwarka.

The BJP, led by its state
president Virendra
Sachdeva, held a ‘matka
phod’ protest at 14 major
locations in Delhi against
the Kejriwal government
over water shortages.
Delhi BJP MPs Manoj

Tiwari, Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, Yogendra
Chandolia, Kamaljeet

Sehrawat and Bansuri
Swaraj, along with MLAsS,
councilors, and office
bearers participated in
the protests held across
the capital. .

The BJP also claimed
that from Monday they
will intensify it by staging
demonstrations at 52 loca-
tions across the city.

Launching a scathing
attack on the AAP, Mr
Sachdeva said that DJB
was in profit of crores of
rupees when Arvind

Police personnel extinguish a fire during a protest by

the BJP against the Delhi Jal Board in New Delhi.

Kejriwal became the chief
minister. “He was given
charge of the DJB as
chairman for over one
year. It is strange that an
audit report of more than
one year is missing and
the DJB is in a huge debt,”
he said. Mr Sachdeva
alleged that all AAP min-
isters are stealing water
and running a tanker
mafia in Delhi.

BJP MLA Ajay Mahawar,
while addressing a protest
at Burari, challenged
Atishi to debate the water
situation in the Assembly.

City water minister
Atishi, however, accused
BJP workers of vandalis-
ing a DJB office in South
Delhi and alleged that the
saffron party is hatching a
conspiracy against the
residents. Her Cabinet col-
legue Saurabh Bharadwaj
also echoed the same

L-G to staff: Finish projects
under rural schemes by Aug

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

In a review meeting held
with agencies including

DDA, MCD, 1&FC
Department, PWD, lieu-
tenant-governor VK.

Saxena has directed the offi-
cials to complete all award-
ed works of Dilli
Gramodaya Abhiyan by
August this year. He has
directed the agencies to
ensure strict monitoring of
the projects, leaving no
scope for any delay or com-
promise with the quality of
works being done.

The L-G was informed in
the meeting that total 416
projects under Dilli
Gramodaya Abhiyan will be
executed at the cost of
%418.11 crore, out of which a
fund of 273.70 crore has
already been released while
the remaining amount of
%144.41 crore is in the
process of being disbursed
by in a week’s time. Of these
416 projects, majority are

- ‘iih\

V.K. Saxena

being executed by DDA and
remaining by different
agencies under DDAs
supervision.

During the meeting, the L-
Greviewed the development
works being undertaken in
each district and directed
the concerned district mag-
istrates to personally moni-
tor the progress and quality
of works. The DMs will per-
sonally conduct field visits
and review the progress of
works periodically and the
reports submitted by the
concerned agencies should
be counter checked. It has
been directed that all under-
going projects will be listed
on the web portal for e-mon-
itoring every fortnight.

No need to teach about riots

No attempts to saffronise curriculum, says Saklani after changes in books

New Delhi, June 1T7:
Rejecting accusations of
saffronisation of school
curriculum, NCERT’s
director has said that ref-
erences to Gujarat riots
and Babri masjid demoli-
tion were modified in
school textbooks because
teaching about riots “can
create violent and
depressed citizens.”

In an interaction with a
news agency on Saturday,
National = Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) direc-
tor Dinesh Prasad Saklani
said the tweaks in text-
books are part of annual
revision and should not be
a subject of hue and cry.

Asked about references to
Gujarat riots or Babri
masjid demolition being

Should we teach our students in a manner
that they become offensive, create hatred in

society or become victim of hatred? Is

that education’s purpose? Should we
teach about riots to such young chil-

dren...when they grow up, they can learn

about it but why school textbooks.

— Dinesh Prasad Saklani
NCERT's director

tweaked in NCERT text-
books, he said, “Why
should we teach about riots
in school textbooks? We
want to create positive citi-
zens not violent and
depressed individuals”.
“Should we teach our stu-
dents in a manner that they
become offensive, create
hatred in society or become
victim of hatred? Is that
education’s purpose?
Should we teach about riots

to such young child-
ren...when they grow up,
they can learn about it but
why school textbooks. Let
them understand what hap-
pened and why it happened
when they grow up. The
hue and cry about the cha-
nges is irrelevant,” he said.

The comments by Mr
Saklani come at a time
when new textbooks have
hit the market with sever-
al deletions and changes.

+

The revised Class 12 polit-
ical science textbook does
not mention the Babri
masjid but refers to it as a
“three-domed structure”.
It has pruned the Ayodhya
section from four to two
pages and deleted details
from the earlier version.
It instead focuses on the
Supreme Court judgement
that paved the way for the
construction of a Ram
temple at the site where
the disputed structure
once stood before it was
torn down by Hindu
activists in December 1992.
The Supreme Court ver-
dict was widely accepted
in the country. The conse-
cration of the Ram idol in
the temple was performed
on January 22 this year by
the Prime Minister. — PTT

— PTI

views.

Ms Atishi accused the
BJP of disrupting the
water supply by intention-
ally breaking water
pipelines. She also said
DJB officials will file a
police complaint in con-
nection with the vandal-
ism incident. “Will the
Delhi police register an
FIR? Will the Delhi lieu-

tenant-governor take
action?” she asked.
Hitting back, Mr

Sachdeva said, it’s regret-
table that instead of work-
ing to fix leakages in
pipelines and check water
theft the minister is try-
ing to put blame of leak-
ages on BJP.

The locals are however
reeling under the scarcity
amid severe heat which at
times result in minor
clashes like the one in
Dwarka.
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Nitin Tyagi

Suspended
Xx-AAP MLA

Nitin Tyagi

jumps to BJP

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH]I, JUNE 16

Former AAP MLA Nitin
Tyagi joined BJP in the
presence of city party

president Virendra
Sachdeva and Union
minister Harsh

Malhotra on Sunday at
the party’s state unit
office along with his sup-

porters.

Mr Sachdeva said,
“The entire world
acknowledges India’s

military, economic, and
cultural prowess, and its
architect is our illustri-
ous Prime Minister
Narendra Modi... the
Opposition in the coun-
try consists of those
who are working togeth-
er to hide their corrup-
tion and protect their
plunder.”

Mr Malhotra, who is
serving as the minister
of state for transport
said, “The AAP, which
engages in politics of
corruption and plunder,
is losing its own people
continuously and is
heading towards politi-
cal decline.”

After joining the BJP,
former AAP MLA from
Laxmi Nagar, Mr Tyagi
said, “Anna Hazare’s
movement was for the
welfare of society, but
Arvind Kejriwal’s cur-
rent movement is for
personal gain.”
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‘Post-poll violence’:
BJP team in Bengal

Kolkata: A four-member
central team of the BJP,
including senior leaders Ravi
Shankar Prasad and Biplab
Kumar Deb, arrived in
Kolkata on Sunday evening
to take stock of the situation
after alleged violence
against saffron party work-
ers in West Bengal after the
Lok Sabha elections. Mr
Prasad claimed that the peo-
ple of the state along with
the BJP party workers were
afraid and apprehensive over
the alleged post-poll vio-
lence in the state. “Elections
were held across the coun-
try, but violence has taken
place only in West Bengal,”
he told reporters at the
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport upon
their arrival to the city on a
two-day visit. “If Mamataji
believes in democracy, she
has to reply to this,” Mr
Prasad, a former Union min-
ister, said. Mr Deb, a, ex-CM
of Tripura, claimed that there
has not been any political
violence in the Northeast
state since the BJP came to
power there. — PT/

Parl affairs minister
Rijiju meets Kharge
New Delhi: Parliamentary
affairs minister Kiren Rijiju
met Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday, a week ahead of the
first session of the new Lok
Sabha. Mr Rijiju met Mr
Kharge at the Congress
chief’s 10 Rajaji Marg resi-
dence in what was said to be
a courtesy call. The minister
later shared a picture of the
meeting in a post on X. “l
had a pleasant courtesy
meeting with Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
and Congress party presi-
dent Shri Mallikarjun Kharge
ji. He shared with me about
many valuable experiences
of his life. Together, we all
will work for the nation,” he
said. Assuming charge of the
ministry last week, Mr Rijiju
had said there was no need
for the government or the
Opposition to pull each
other down on the basis of
numerical strength. — PT/

Majhi holds meet
over Puri readiness

Bhubaneswar: Odisha chief
minister Mohan Charan
Majhi on Sunday convened a
crucial meeting with senior
government officials for the
smooth conduct of the
upcoming Snana Purnima
and Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath in Puri. Law min-
ister Prithiviraj Harichandan,
chief secretary Pradeep
Kumar Jena, DGP Arun
Sarangi, director of intelli-
gence Soumendra
Priyadarshi and other senior
officials were present at the
meeting held at the state
guest house, acting as the
temporary office of the new
chief minister. Briefing
reporters, Harichandan said
the chief minister was
briefed about the ongoing
preparations for Snana Yatra
and Rath Yatra by the chief
secretary, DGP and director,
intelligence. — PT/

THE TIME IS RIPE,
MY ENTRY HAS
BEGUN: SASIKALA

Chennai, June 16: V.K.
Sasikala, confidante of late
chief minister J. Jayalalithaa
on Sunday dramatically said
that it cannot be thought
that the AIADMK is decimat-
ed in view of its recent elec-
toral drubbing as her ‘entry
has begun’ and
vowed to usher in
Amma’s rule by
winning the 2026
Assembly polls.
She also asserted
that she would

question the gov- " 2
ernment as the VK.
“Opposition party” Sasikala

when Edappadi K.
Palaniswami did not ask the
right questions, in his capac-
ity as leader of opposition.
After her unsuccessful
attempts over a considerable
period of time to regain con-
trol of the AIADMK led by
Edappadi K. Palaniswami, Ms
Sasikala, addressing her sup-
porters here, said the time is
ripe for entry again. “This is
the time | have been telling
you, there is no need for any
concern,” she said, apparent-
ly referring to her stand of
“unifying” the party for
which she also had toured
several regions of the state.
“For sure, people of Tamil
Nadu are on our side.... | am
very strong... it cannot be
thought that the AIADMK is
finished and it is because,
my entry (re-entry) has com-
menced,” she said. — PT/

B BJP will break JD-U, TDP & LJP-RV B INDIA bloc to back TDP’s pick

Speaker post must for NDA allies: Raut

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBAI, JUNE 16

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut on Sunday
claimed that if the Lok
Sabha Speaker will not be
appointed from the non-
BJP constituents of NDA,
Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah would break JD (U),
TDP, and Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas), which
are alliance partners of
the BJP.

Mr Raut also offered the
INDIA bloc’s support to N.
Chandrababu Naidu-led
party if it fields its candi-
date for Lok Sabha
Speaker’s election. He said

that the BJP has a history
of betraying the people
who support them.

In the recently concluded
Lok Sabha election, the
BJP won 240 seats. The saf-
fron party needs the sup-
port of JD (U), TDP and
Chirag Paswan-led Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) to prove its majority
in the House.

Mr Raut, who is also a
member of Rajya Sabha,
said the NDA constituents,
especially TDP chief N.
Chandrababu Naidu, want
the Lok Sabha Speaker’s
post. “If the Speaker’s post
is not given to the other
NDA parties, Narendra

Jkhand govt mulls waiver
of farm loan up to <2 lakhs

Jamshedpur/Seraikela
(Jharkhand), June 16:
Jharkhand chief minis-
ter Champai Soren on
Sunday said his govern-
ment was contemplating
to waive farm loan up to
32 lakh, building upon a
previous waiver of
340,000, and raise the free
electricity to 200 units.
“We waived 40,000
farmers’ loan in the past
and are planning to
increase it to %2 lakh.
Similarly, the current
base of 125 unit free elec-
tricity will be increased
to 200 units,” Mr Soren
said, while addressing a

meeting at Gandhi
Maidan in Jamshedpur to
inaugurate and lay foun-
dation of development
projects.

Mr Soren emphasised
the government’s com-
mitment to supporting
unemployed youth by
offering loans of %25 lakh
with a 40 per cent subsidy
to initiate businesses for
sustainable livelihoods.

The chief minister
assured that the recruit-
ment process for 40,000
assistant teachers is
underway, and that it will
be completed by
September. — PTI

Sanjay Raut

Modi and Amit Shah will
break the TDP, Nitish
Kumar-led JD (U) and Lok
Janshakti Party. Which is
why the Speaker’s post is
very important,” he said.
Accusing Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narwekar of breaking

Shiv Sena by unconstitu-
tional means, he said that
Narwekar was working as
a political agent of the
BJP in Maharashtra
Assembly. “Similar ver-
dict can be delivered in
Lok Sabha if the Speaker
is belonging to the BJP.
The BJP has a history of
betraying those who sup-
port them,” Mr. Raut said
while cautioning the JD
(U) and TDP.

While deciding the dis-
qualification  petitions
filed against Shiv Sena
and NCP legislators fol-
lowing the vertical splits
in the two parties, Mr.
Narvekar has ruled that

—

the Eknath Shinde faction
is the “real Shiv Sena” and
the Ajit Pawar faction is
the “real NCP”.

The Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader also pointed out
that the NDA government
has been formed with the
support of JD (U), TDP
and LJP. “If the BJP gets
the Lok Sabha Speaker’s
post, it would certainly
break the JD (U), TDP and
Chirag Paswan’s party,”
Mr Raut said. He also said
that the election of LS
Speaker must be done in a
transparent manner and
the deputy speaker’s post
should be given to the
opposition parties.

Rajasthan chief minister Bhajanlal Sharma and BJP MP Mahima Kumari during a
mass marriage ceremony in Beawar on Sunday.

‘Hopeful on UCC implementation’

All consulted over new criminal laws coming into effect: Meghwal

Kolkata, June 16: Union
law and justice minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Sunday expressed hope
about implementation of
the Uniform Civil Code,
contending that some
states have started to
bring it into force.

Mr Meghwal made the
remark while speaking at
the sidelines of a confer-
ence on ‘India’s progres-
sive path in the adminis-
tration of criminal justice
system’ here.

“In the BJP’s manifesto,
we have mentioned about
the UCC. There are states
like Goa and Uttarakhand
that have started imple-
menting them. The coali-
tion, which has been
formed in the Centre, is a
very strong government
and there is nothing to
worry about,” Mr

Ukraine and
Russia need
sincere peace
efforts: Govt

SRIDHAR KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

India has called for “sin-
cere and practical
engagement” between
Russia and Ukraine for
resolving their conflict,
following the Western-
backed peace summit in
Switzerland. India, rep-
resented by MEA’s secre-
tary (west) Pavan
Kapoor, attended the
summit but chose not to
associate with any
resulting communique
or document.

New Delhi emphasised
its participation aligned
with its consistent
approach of facilitating
a peaceful resolution
through dialogue and
diplomacy, reiterating
genuine engagement
between the conflicting
parties as essential.

India’s decision not to
endorse the summit's
outcomes reflects its
stance that peace efforts
must include Russia.
This follows Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s meeting with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
during the G-7 summit
in Italy, where Mr Modi
reiterated India’s com-
mitment to a human-
centric approach and
encouraged dialogue
and diplomacy.

Despite not fully
endorsing the summit’s
conclusions, India’s
attendance, albeit at an
official level, under-
scores its desire to sup-
port a peaceful resolu-

tion. The ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
that started with

Russia’s military offen-
sive in February 2022,
has caused significant
loss and destruction.
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tioned about the UCC. There

‘“In the BJP’s manifesto, we have men-

are states like Gsoa and
Uttarakhand that have started
implementing them. The coalition
is a very strong government and
there is nothing to worry about,”

— Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Union law & justice minister

Meghwal said.

Last week, soon after Mr
Meghwal said that the
UCC is still on the BJP's
agenda, the JDU, said that
any such move must come
through consensus.

On the new criminal
laws, Mr Meghwal said the
three new laws will be
introduced from July 1,
dismissing  Opposition
allegations of not being
consulted before the deci-

sion was made.

He said the IPC, Code of
Criminal Procedure, and
the Evidence Act will be
replaced by the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and Bharatiya
Sakshya Act.

He added that necessary
training programmes and
infrastructure develop-
ment for implementing
the laws are already

underway.

“The three new laws will
be implemented from July
1 for providing timely,
speedy, and error-free jus-
tice,” the minister said.

He addressed allegations
of inadequate consulta-
tion, saying, “Some people
claim they were not con-
sulted. This is untrue. The
demand for change of
colonial laws has been
long-standing, and the
process began long ago.”

The minister explained
that although suggestions
were sought from all
states, only 18 states and
six Union territories
responded. “Even the
Chief Justice of India,
chief justices of 16 high
courts, five law academies,
and 22 law universities
provided their sugges-
tions,” he said. — PTI

—PTI

BJP plans protests
across K’taka over
hike in fuel prices

Move to fund essential projects: CM

Hassan (Karnataka),
June 16: The BJP will
stage protests across
Karnataka against the
hike in petrol and diesel
prices on June 17, the
party's state unit presi-
dent B.Y. Vijayendra said
on Sunday.

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Saturday hiked
sales tax on fuel which
will make petrol and
diesel costlier.

Petrol prices have gone
up by 3 per litre and
diesel by %3.5 per litre.

“We urge the chief min-
ister to withdraw this
decision immediately.
Tomorrow we have organ-
ised protests across the
state and we are not going
to keep quiet till the hike

is revoked,” Mr
Vijayendra said.
He added that the

protests will take place in
all the district headquar-
ters of the state.

The BJP leader charged
that the 'desperate chief
minister' hiked the petrol
and diesel prices since he
is unable to start any new
programmes due to the
five guarantees.

“After the LS polls, they
(Congress government)
have increased fuel
prices. This will cost all

WITH THE Opposition
coming down heavily on
the state government for
increasing the petrol and
diesel prices, the CM
despite hike, taxes on
fuel remains low com-
pared to most southern
states and Maharashtra

sections of people in the
entire state,” the BJP
state chief said.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
Chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah defended the
hike in petrol and diesel
prices saying that it will
ensure funding essential
public services and devel-
opment projects.

With the BJP and its ally
JD(S) coming down heavi-
ly on the state govern-
ment for increasing the
petrol and diesel prices,
the CM said even after the
hike, taxes on fuel
remains low compared to
most southern states.

“The government of
karnataka has increased
VAT on petrol to 29.84 per
cent and on diesel to 18.44
per cent. Even after this
hike, our state’s taxes on
fuel remain lower than
most South Indian states
and Maharashtra,” he
added. — PTI

Fadnavis: BJP win in 4 MLC
seats to create new narrative

Mumbai, June 16: The
Maharashtra Legislative
Council poll results will
create a new narrative in
the state after the BJP
faced a setback in the Lok
Sabha elections due to a
false narrative, deputy
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis said on Sunday.
He was referring to the
Opposition’s campaign in
the general election that
the Bharatiya Janata
Party wanted 400 seats to
change the Constitution
and end quota for various
segments of society.

“The MLC polls are
going to be held for four
seats in Maharashtra. The
NDA must outperform the
Opposition and create a
new narrative as we
received a setback due to a
false narrative in the Lok

~ Sabha elec-
tions. Ours is a
people-friend-
ly government
| and we need to
push this nar-
rative further,”
he said at a
rally in Thane.
He was speaking in favour
of BJP candidate for the
Konkan Graduates con-

Devendra
Fadnavis

stituency Niranjan
Davkhare, who is pitted
against the Congress’

Ramesh Keer.

“The false narrative of
the Opposition parties dis-
turbed our political arith-
metic. The Opposition
gained 43.9 per cent, while
we received 43.6 per cent
of votes, but they won 31
LS seats, and we could win
only 17 (out of 48 seats in
Maharashtra). The MLC

¥ ‘From martyr Anitha to countless students have tragically taken their own lives’

Neet a ‘scant’, Centre must not defend it: Stalin

Chenna1 June 16: Neet,
masqueradlng as a
measure of merit, is a
“scam” and the Centre
must stop defending the
national test as it went
against the interests of
students and it is also
against social justice and
poor, Tamil Nadu chief
minister M.K. Stalin said
on Sunday.

Mr Stalin, also the presi-
dent of the ruling DMK
said in a post on X, “The

ongoing controversies
around #NEET highlight
its fundamentally

inequitable nature. In a
society where education
has been denied for thou-
sands of years, we should
offer more opportunities
for advancement of the
oppressed. On the con-
trary, Neet hinders the
opportunities of such stu-
dents.”

He said, “Despite the
Union education minis-
ter's defense of the
National Testing Agency
(NTA), recent events paint
a different picture. The
Gujarat police have regis-
tered an FIR over allega-

i N
M.K. Stalin

tions of invigilators tam-
pering with OMR sheets in
exchange for monetary
benefits, involving
cheques worth several
crore rupees and eight

m Agitation will enter its 700th day on June 24

Will relocate to Andhra: TN
villagers protest over airport

Chennali, June 16:
Residents of Parandur
and neighbouring villages
in Kanchipuram district
have announced their
decision to relocate to
Andhra Pradesh to draw
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s attention to their
nearly 700-day-old protest
against the greenfield air-
port proposed to be estab-
lished near here.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment issued the notifica-
tion for acquisition of
land for the Parandur air-
port soon after the results
of the Lok Sabha polls
were declared.

Chief minister M.K.
Stalin had in August 2022
announced that a second
airport for Chennai would
come up at Parandur at an
estimated outlay of
%20,000 crore that can han-
dle 10 crore passengers
annually.

The government’s deci-
sion did not go down well

CHIEF MINISTER M.K.
Stalin had in August
2022 announced that a
second airport for
Chennai would come up
at Parandur at an
estimated outlay of
%20,000 crore that can
handle 10 crore
passengers annually

with the residents of 13
villages who immediately
commenced their strike
stating that the project
would affect their liveli-
hood as majority of their
farm lands would be
acquired for construction
of the airport.

However, the state gov-
ernment has assured that
the villagers would be
“adequately compensat-
ed”. Nearly 15 protesters
have planned to call on
Chittoor district collector
on June 24 and seek per-
mission to move to

Andhra Pradesh.

“We have planned to
meet him on June 24 as
our protests will enter
700th day. The Tamil Nadu
government is not show-
ing any interest to address
our demands. Initially,
about 15 members are
planning to relocate,” G.
Subramaniyan, secretary,
villagers against the
Parandur airport move-
ment, said.

“We want the Tamil
Nadu government to
invite us for talks. They
should withdraw their
proposal for the airport.
We are firm in our deci-
sion,” he added.

Residents of
Ekanapuram, Nelvoy, Val-
athur, Ediayarpakkam,
Madapuram,
Akkammapuram villages
surrounding Parandur
have been on strike since
August 2022 urging the
government to withdraw
its decision. — PTT

blank cheques. This con-
spiracy, implicating a
school principal, a physics
teacher, and several Neet
coaching centres, under-
scores the urgent need for
systemic change.”
Furthermore, the CM
said, “From  martyr
Anitha to the countless
students who have tragi-
cally taken their own lives,
we have witnessed
enough. Neet, an examina-
tion masquerading as a
measure of merit, has
repeatedly revealed itself
as a pervasive scam affect-

ing all levels of society.
The Union government
must stop defending this
anti-student, anti-social
justice, and anti-poor Neet
system.”

S. Anitha, a Scheduled
Caste Tamil girl, who
knocked on the doors of
the court to chase her
dream to pursue a course
in medicine ended her life
in 2017. She is regarded as
a crusader for justice by
champions of social jus-
tice and mainstream polit-
ical parties in Tamil
Nadu. — PTI

Relocated statues in
Parl after talks with
stakeholders: Birla

Vice-prez launches Prerna Sthal

PAWAN BALI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Vice-president and Rajya
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday
inaugurated the newly-
constructed Prerna Sthal
at the Parliament House
complex, where statues of
important national fig-
ures including that of
Mahatma Gandhi and
B.R. Ambedkar have been
relocated.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman Harivansh,
parliamentary affairs
minister Kiren Rijiju and
members of the LS and
RS were also present.

Addressing reporters at
the event, Mr Birla said
that statues of freedom
fighters and national
icons spread across the
Parliament complex have
been relocated to a new

+

enclosure following dis-
cussions with different
stakeholders.The reloca-
tion of the statues, he
said, was done as part of
a landscaping and beauti-
fication exercise.

Mr Birla said that stat-
ues of 15 leaders and
great freedom fighters,
who made important con-
tributions to the history,
culture and freedom
struggle of the nation, are
installed inside the com-
plex. Noting that these
statues were located at
different places within
the Parliament complex,
he said that it was diffi-
cult for the visitors to see
all the statues. He said
the main objective of the
construction of Prerna
Sthal is that these statues
within the Parliament
complex should be
installed in one place in
the beautiful lawns.

polling result will be
announced on July 1, and
we are confident of win-
ning all the four seats,” he
asserted. He cautioned the
party workers and empha-
sised the importance of
management to ensure
electors reach polling
booths and cast votes.
“We have registered
nearly 2.25 lakh voters for
this election, of which
99,000 are from Thane dis-
trict alone. This means
the party's Thane district
functionaries will have a
lot of work to do. If you
add voters of Raigad dis-
trict, the number jumps to
1.50 lakh voters. NDA
functionaries will need to
make extra efforts to
ensure registered voters
reach the polling booth on
voting day,” he said. — PTT

Row in Maha
over T. Raja’s
comment on
Hindu Rashtra

MLA stoking riots
in state, says Opp.

BHAGWAN PARAB
MUMBAI, JUNE 16

Telangana BJP MLA T.
Raja Singh’s statement
about Hindu Rashtra
has caused an uproar in
Maharashtra, with the
Opposition accusing
him of stoking riots in
the state. The Ajit
Pawar-led NCP, an ally of
the saffron party, has
also slammed the leader,
saying he was not aware
of the country’s
Constitution.

Speaking at the Hindu
Dharma Sabha at
Bhiwandi, Mr Singh
said, “I don’t want to
talk about politics. But if
Hindus do not unite,
Hindu Rashtra cannot
be declared. Had the BJP
won more than 400 seats
in the recently-held Lok
Sabha polls, India would
have been declared a
Hindu Rashtra.”

The BJP MLA also
alleged that masjids and
dargahs have been built
on 100 forts in
Maharashtra, and urged
CM to remove them.
“Why is there no law on
love jihad, cow slaughter

and conversion in
Maharashtra?” he
asked.

“In Maharashtra, one
lakh acres of land is
owned by the Waqf
Board. In India, the
Waqf Board owns 10
lakh acres of land. The
Wagf Board Act should
be revoked and the land
owned by the board
should be used to build
hospitals, playgrounds,
colleges and houses for
Hindus,” he said.
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5 dead, 8 injured in
2 Ukhand mishaps

Dehradun: Two cars fell in
gorges in different areas of
Uttarakhand’s Pauri district,
killing five people and injur-

ing eight on Sunday, officials
said. While one accident was
reported from the Khirsu
Chaubatta, the other
occurred near Dudhrakhal in
the Satpuli area, a day after
14 tourists were killed and 12
other injured after a tempo-
traveller fell into a gorge in
Rudraprayag district. Cting
information received from
the State Disaster Response

Force (SDRF), the officials

said, in Khirsu Chaubatta,

four were killed after their
car veered off the road and
fell into a 200-metre-deep
gorge. It is suspected that
the driver lost control of the
vehicle, officials said, citing
information received from
the SDRF. Presonnel of the
SDRF and police were sent
to the site of the accident to
rescue the victims. Three
were hurt in the accident
and they have been hospi-
talised, officials said. — PT/

Boat sinks in Ganga
in Bihar, 6 missing

Patna: Six persons went
missing after a boat cap-
sized in the Ganga river in
Barh sub-division of Patna
district on Sunday, officials
said. “The mishap took place
at around 9.15 am near
Umanath ganga ghat when
the boat carrying 17 people,
mostly belonging to a family,
overturned midway. The
boat overturned and sank in
the middle of the Ganga
river. While 11 people have
been rescued so far..some of
them managed to swim to
safety and reach the shore
of the river, six are still miss-
ing,” Shubham Kumar, SDM
(Barh) told reporters. On
getting information, officials
of district administration and
police personnel reached the
spot and started rescue
operations with the help of
locals to trace the where-
abouts of the missing occu-
pants of the ill-fated boat,
said the SDM. — PT/

IT aspirant hangs
self in Kota room

Jaipur: A 17-year-old youth
preparing for IIT-JEE compet-
itive exam committed suicide

by hanging himself at his
room in Rajasthan’s Kota city,
police said on Sunday. Ayush
Jaiswal, a resident of Bihar’s
Motihari, was staying at a
paying guest house near

Samrat Chowk of Mahaveer
Nagar area to prepare for the
competitive exam. His friends

informed the paying guest
house owner when he did not
come out of his room till

Saturday night, police said.

“A boy preparing for com-

petitive exam committed
suicide on Saturday night.
He was found hanging in his
room. No suicide note has
been recovered yet. The
postmortem will be conduct
after his family members
arrive here,” said Mahaveer
Nagar SHO Mahendra Maru.
He said that the paying
guest owner told the police
when the student did not
open the door. — PT/

Battle rages for

¥ Building just few metres from CM Biren’s official bungalow

Abandoned house, 2 trucks set
on fire by miscreants in Imphal

MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, JUNE 16

In what has exposed the
fluid security scenario of
trouble-torn Manipur,
miscreants set an aban-
doned building near the
high-security secretariat
complex in Imphal and
two trucks — on fire in
two separate incidents on
Saturday.

Informing that the build-
ing was just a few hundred
metres from the official
bungalow of chief minis-
ter N. Biren Singh, securi-
ty sources said that the
abandoned house belonged
to the former chief secre-
tary of Goa, and first IAS
officer of Manipur late
Thangkhopao Kipgen. Mr
Kipgen died on March 3,
2005, and the house had
been occupied by his fami-
ly. Mr Kipgen belonged to
the Kuki community.

‘G-20 stands
with India’s

concems for
Global South’

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Current G-20 Chair
Brazil stands with India
in voicing the concerns
of the Global South.
Brazilian ambassador to
India Kenneth H. da
Nobrega has said that
trade ties with India are
expected to strengthen
enormously in the years
to come.

Speaking at a recent
function in the capital to
mark the ninth-anniver-
sary celebrations of the
C.D. Foundation, an
NGO, the ambassador
said Brazil has been
working with India for
the past several decades
including in organisa-
tions like the G-20 and
Brics, adding that both
nations are looking at
the rapid growth in
bilateral ties especially
in the economic sphere.

Delivering his address
at the function, the
Brazilian envoy said
that in the past nine
months, there have been
a whopping 21 Brazilian
business and trade mis-
sions to India and that
many Indian trade mis-
sions have also visited
Brazil. Mr Nobrega said
that despite the fact that
there is a large Indian
diaspora (due to histori-
cal reasons) in several
countries in the
Caribbean and Latin
American region like
Trinidad and Tobago,
Brazil does not have a
large Indian diaspora
but asserted that never-
theless, shared linkages
between India and
Brazil remain strong.

THE ABANDONED
house belonged to the
former chief secretary
of Goa and first IAS
officer of Manipur late
Thangk-hopao Kipgen

The Imphal West super-
intendent of police in a
statement said that an
abandoned house near

“Kuki Inn, 0Old
Lambulane... was gutted
by fire. Immediately,

teams of Imphal west
police and fire trucks
rushed to the spot and
doused the fire... The first
floor of the house was par-
tially gutted.”

“The exact cause of the
fire is not known,” the
police said in the state-
ment, adding a case has
been filed to look into the
“facts and circumstances”
including short-circuit.
“... Efforts are on to arrest

THE EXACT cause of
the fire is not known
and a case has been
filed to look into the
‘facts and circum-
stances’, the police said

culprits, if any,” the
police said in the state-
ment.

The building that caught
fire is in the same complex
as the main office of the
Kuki Inpi, a civil society
group of the Kuki tribes
that has been supporting
the <call by another
Churachandpur-based
Kuki group called the
Indigenous Tribal Leaders
Forum (ITLF) for a “sepa-
rate administration”
carved out of Manipur.

The incident also came
close on the heels of fresh
violence igniting in

Manipur’s Jiribam dis-
trict, bordering Assam,

between the valley-domi-
nant Meitei community
and the hill-dominant
Hmar tribes.

In the second incident,
an irate mob set on fire
two trucks of Bharatiya
Infra Project limited at
Tronglaobi in Bishnupur
district, bordering Kuki-
Zo-dominated
Churachandpur district.
Security sources said that
the incident occurred
around 3.30 pm, when four
trucks of the private com-
pany were heading
towards Singhat in
Churachandpur carrying
construction materials.

Police said that two of
the four trucks were set on
fire.

A team from the
Moirang police station
rescued the remaining
trucks, which were later
escorted to Imphal, police
added.

Devotees take a dip in the Ganga river on the occasion of Ganga Dussehra in Patna

on Sunday.

— PTI

B Plantation of 51L saplings to cost 325 crore
Cleanest city Indore set to turn
green, CM to launch tree drive

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, JUNE 16

Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, which won the
tag of the cleanest city
consecutively for six years
in the annual “swachh”
survey, set a goal to
become the “green city” of
the country with chief
minister Mohan Yadav on
Sunday launching a mis-
sion to plant 51 lakh trees
in it.

Unveiling the plantation
project in Indore, Mr
Yadav hailed it as a novel
idea to check climate
change and announced
that Indore Municipal
Corporation (IMC) and
the state forest depart-
ment would allocate %10
crore each for the project.

“Swachh Indore is now
heading for green Indore

Mohan Yadav

with the implementation
of the project”, he said.

The mega plantation
project, set to be launched
in Indore in the rainy sea-
son, is estimated to cost
25 crore.

Identification of land for
the project has, however,
emerged as the biggest
challenge for the local
administration.

A senior officer of the
Indore  administration
told this newspaper that

‘Conspiracy afoot to
sabotage water supply’

West Bengal BJP

M Continued from Page 1

faction within the state
unit is rooting for Mr
Ghosh’s return to the top
post. Mr Ghosh was credit-
ed with a remarkable surge
in the BJP’s fortunes in
West Bengal during his
tenure as state party presi-
dent. It was noted that dur-
ing Mr Ghosh’s tenure as
state chief, the BJP's vote
share had soared from a
modest 10 per cent to an
impressive 39 per cent and
the BJP transformed its leg-
islative presence, increas-
ing from a mere three mem-
bers of the Legislative
Assembly to a formidable 77
MLASs in the 2021 Assembly
elections. In the 2019 gener-
al election, with Mr Ghosh
at the helm, the BJP cap-
tured 18 Lok Sabha seats in
West Bengal. Those rallying
behind Mr Ghosh went on to
claim that the BJP’s “struc-
tural coherence and elec-
toral strategy” have “weak-
ened” since Mr Ghosh
stepped down.

Besides Mr Adhikari, the
other name floating was of
Jyotirmoy Singh Mahato,
who won by a slender mar-
gin from Purulia Lok Sabha
berth. However, a large sec-
tion of party leaders indi-
cated that he might “not be
effective” as a state unit

president.

With the Assembly elec-
tions due in 2026, the BJP’s
Minority Morcha in the
state is getting ready to
make an all-out attempt to
reach out to the Muslims,
who comprise nearly 30 per
cent of the state’s popula-
tion. Speaking to this news-
paper, state  Minority
Morcha chief Charles
Nandi felt that there was a
major “communication
gap” between the BJP and
Muslims in the state. For
Mr Nandi, this particular
gap “needs to be bridged”.

Reminded of the
Islamophobic rhetoric by
top BJP leaders during the
election campaign, Mr
Nandi maintained that the
BJP was “not against the
minority community”.
Speaking of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s pet slogan
“Sabka saath, sabka vikas”,
Mr Nandi also spoke of
stepping up the “Modi-
mitra” campaign, which the
morcha had initiated ahead
of the general election.
However, with trends indi-
cating that over 90 per cent
of Muslim voters in West
Bengal leaning towards the
Trinamul Congress, Mr
Nandi is now planning to
target the intelligentsia of
this particular community.

4’*

M Continued from Page 1
shortage being faced by the
people, Ms Atishi requested
Mr Arora for the deployment
of police patrols to protect
the city’s major pipelines for
the next 15 days and prevent
“miscreants or people with
ulterior motives” from tam-
pering with water pipelines.
“Our maintenance team
worked for 6 hours and
repaired the leakage, but this
meant that we had to stop
pumping water for 6 hours
and 20 MGD of water was not
pumped during this time. As
a consequence, a further 25
per cent of the water short-

age will be experienced,” the
minister said.

“Due to the shortage of
water being received in the
Yamuna, water production
has fallen by around 70 MGD.
Many parts of Delhi are expe-
riencing a water shortage. In
this situation, every drop of
water becomes precious,” the
letter said. Earlier in the day,
a delegation of the AAP
MLAs also visited the resi-
dence of Union jal shakti
minister C.R. Paatil over wa-
ter crisis issues and submit-
ted a letter urging him to faci-
litate relief by ensuring Har-
yana supplies water to Delhi.

‘Can’t scrutinise EVMs in India’

H Continued from Page 1
are custom designed, secure
and isolated from any net-
work or media — no connec-
tivity, no Bluetooth, no wifi
and no Internet. There is no
way in. Factory-programmed
controllers that cannot be
reprogrammed,” Mr
Chandrasekhar said in a post
on X, adding, “Electronic vot-
ing machines can be archi-
tected and built right as India
has done. We would be happy
to run a tutorial, Elon."

In a post on X in Hindi, SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav said,
“Technology is meant to
solve problems, but if it
becomes the cause of prob-

lems, then its use should be
stopped.” Targeting the BJP
over the issue, Mr Yadav
said, “Today, when fears of
EVM tampering are being
expressed in many elections
around the world and the
world's renowned technolo-
gy experts are openly writ-
ing about the danger of
EVM tampering, then what
is the reason behind the
insistence on using EVM?
The BJP should clarify this.”
The Opposition have been
raising concerns over EVMs
for some time now and are
demanding a 100 per cent
count of the VVPAT slips,
which was not allowed.

around 10 lakh saplings
have so far been arranged.
While 5.5 lakh saplings
would be arranged from
the nursery of the state
forest department, IMC
has commitmented to pro-
vide 1.5 lakh saplings for

the project.
Around ten lakh
saplings would be

arranged by Indore zilla
parishad.

The remaining %30 lakh
saplings would be pro-
cured from the districts of
Jhabua, Khargone and
Khandwa at %15 per piece.

“The private nurseries
will also be approached if
there would be any short-
age of saplings”, Indore
smart city development
CEO Mr Divyank Singh
said. State urban develop-
ment minister Kailash
Vijayvargiya is the brain
behind the project.

IAF’s Rafale jets take part
in Red Flag drill in Alaska

India to host multinational air exercise Tarang Shakti in Aug

PAWAN BALI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

Indian Air Force’s Rafale
fighter jets participated in
an intense multination air
exercise in near sub-freez-
ing temperatures in
Alaska (USA) with the
Republic of Singapore Air
Force (RSAF), Royal Air
Force (RAF) of the United
Kingdom, Royal
Netherlands Air Force
(RNLAF), German
Luftwaffe, and the US Air
Force (USAF).

This comes when India
will also host its first-ever
multination air exercise.
Tarang Shakti-2024, likely
to be held around August
this year, will see partici-
pation from the US, the
UK, France and Germany
among others.

IAF contingent partici-
pated in the Exercise Red
Flag 2024, conducted at
the Eielson Air Force

THE IAF crew
members were actively
involved in mission
planning and also
assumed the role of
mission leaders for
designated missions
during the exercise

Base, Alaska, from June 4
to 14. This was the second
edition of the exercise
Red Flag 2024, which is an
advanced aerial combat
training exercise, held
four times a year by the
US Air Force.

IAF Rafale aircraft oper-
ated alongside F-16 and F-
15s of the RSAF and USAF
and the USAF A-10 air-
craft. The  missions
included beyond visual
range (BVR) combat exer-
cises as a part of large
force engagements (LFE),
in offensive counter-air
and air defence roles. The
IAF crew members were

Salman home firing:

Police files new case
1 more held from Raj for intinidation

Mumbai, June 16: The
Mumbai police registered
a new case in connection
with firing outside actor
Salman Khan’s residence
in April and arrested a 25-
year-old man from
Rajasthan on charges of
criminal intimidation, an
official said on Sunday.

The accused, identified
as Banwarilal Laturlal
Gujar (25) hailing from
Bundi in Rajasthan, was
brought to Mumbali,
where a court remanded
him in police custody till
June 18, the crime branch
official said.

Gurjar had allegedly
uploaded a video on his
YouTube channel in
which he said “Lawrence
Bishnoi, Goldy Brar and
other gang members are
with me and I am going to
kill Salman Khan as he
has not apologised as
yet”, the official said. The
accused made the video
on a highway in
Rajasthan and uploaded
it on his channel.

Considering
the serious-
ness of the
case, a team
was sent to
Rajasthan for
investigation
and it apprehended the
accused, the official said,
adding the case has been
registered at a
cyber police station in
Mumbai.

“We are checking if
accused Gujar having any
previous criminal back-
ground. He has been
arrested under relevant
sections of the Indian
Penal Code, including
506(2) (punishment for
criminal intimidation),
and provisions of the
Information Technology
(IT) Act. Further investi-
gation is underway,” the
official said. Two motor-
bike-borne men fired
multiple rounds outside
Salman Khan’s residence
in Bandra area here in
the early hours of
April 14. — PTI

Game zone fire: 2 civic staff
held for tampering of docus

Rajkot, June 16: Two
employees of the Rajkot
Municipal Corporation
(RMC) have been arrested
for allegedly making cer-
tain changes in docu-
ments pertaining to a
game zone after a fire
there last month claimed
27 lives, police said on
Sunday. With this, 12,
including six government
staff, have so been held in
connection with the May
25 incident at the TRP
game zone in Gujarat’s
Rajkot city, they said.

The city crime branch

‘Replicate zero terror plan
of J&K Valley in Jammu’

H Continued from Page 1
The operations against
terrorists will be carried
out in line with the
Prime Minister's direc-
tive to deploy the "full
spectrum of counter-ter-
ror capabilities" after a
spate of terror incidents,
including an attack on a
bus carrying pilgrims in
Reasi district of the
Jammu region.

Mr Shah also chaired a
meeting to review the
preparations for the
annual Amarnath pil-
grimage, which is sched-
uled to begin on June 29,
the officials said, adding
that during the delibera-
tion, the Union home
minister was given a
thorough briefing on the
measures taken to
ensure a safe and peace-
ful yatra.

National security
adviser Ajit Doval, lieu-
tenant-governor of
Jammu and Kashmir
Manoj Sinha, Army
Chief Gen. Manoj Pande,
Army Chief-designate Lt.
Gen. Upendra Dwivedi,
Union home secretary
Ajay Bhalla, director of
Intelligence Bureau
Tapan Deka, CRPF direc-
tor-general Anish Dayal
Singh, BSF director-gen-
eral Nitin Agarwal,
Jammu and Kashmir
director-general of

police R.R. Swain and
other top security offi-
cials attended the meet-
ing.

Earlier on Friday, Mr
Shah was briefed about
the security situation in
J&K, the deployment of
forces along the
International Border
and the Line of Control,
infiltration attempts, the
status of ongoing anti-
terror operations and the
strength of terrorists
operating in the UT,
sources said.

Terrorists struck at
four places in Reasi,
Kathua and Doda dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir within four
days last week, Kkilling
nine pilgrims and a
CRPF jawan and leaving
seven security personnel

and several others
injured.
Two suspected

Pakistani terrorists were
also Kkilled in an
encounter with security
forces in Kathua district.

The Prime Minister
spoke to the Union home
minister on June 13 and
discussed the deploy-
ment of security forces
and counter-terror oper-
ations. He had also spo-
ken to the J&K L-G and
took stock of the
situation in the Union
territory.

+

on Saturday arrested
RMC’s assistant town
planning officer Rajesh
Makwana and assistant
engineer Jaideep
Chaudhary for their
alleged involvement in
making changes in an offi-
cial register after the fire
incident, deputy commis-
sioner of police, crime,
Parthrajsinh Gohil said.

“They made certain

changes in government
papers related to the TRP
game zone after fire inci-
dent. They also forged doc-
— PTI

uments,” he said.

People enjoy at Mumba| s Juhu Beach on Sunday.

actively involved in mis-
sion planning and also
assumed the role of mis-
sion leaders for designat-
ed missions during the
exercise.

An Indian Air Force
(IAF) contingent partici-
pated with the Rafale air-
craft and personnel com-
prising aircrew, techni-
cians, engineers, con-
trollers and subject mat-
ter experts.

The transatlantic ferry
of Rafale fighter aircraft
was enabled by the IL-78
air-to-air refuellers
(AAR), while the trans-
portation of personnel
and equipment was
undertaken by the C-17
Globemaster aircraft. The

contingent landed at
Eielson, USAF base in
Alaska on 29 May.

This was the first time
the TAF Rafale aircraft
participated in exercise
Red Flag.

| CHHATTISGARH |
‘Special role
of women
commandos
in encounter’

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, JUNE 16

Women commandos of
the counter-insurgency
wings of the
Chhattisgarh police
played a key role in
Saturday’s anti-Naxal
operation in Kodtameta
jungle in Chhattisgarh’s
south Bastar in which
eight Maoists, including
four female cadres,
were Kkilled, the police
said. The women com-
mandos of the district
reserve guard (DRG) and
Bastar Fighters (BF), two
specialised counter-
insurgency wings of the
Chhattisgarh police,
“played a special role” in
the Kodtameta anti-
Naxal operation, Bastar
range inspector general
of police P. Sunderraj
told this newspaper on

Sunday.

The Kodtameta forest
area falls under
Abujhmad, nestled
between south Bastar in
Chhattisgarh and

Gadchiroli in Mahara-
shtra. This was the first
time the security forces
achieved a major success
in the counter-insur-
gency operation in
Abujhmad, a Maoist
stronghold, with the
deployment of women
commandos in combat
roles, a senior police offi-
cer said. “Of the eight
slain Maoists, six have
been identified as senior
Maoist cadres carrying a
bounty of %8 lakhs each.
Two others were yet to be
identified,” officer fur-
ther mentioned.

.4-;--.-
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‘India set to be 6th nation
to have deep sea mission’

New Delhi, June 16: Union
earth sciences minister
Jitendra Singh on Sunday
said India is set to become
the sixth country to have
its own deep-sea mission.

Chairing a meeting to
discuss the ministry's 100-
day action plan, Mr Singh
expressed pride and happi-
ness on the progress of the
deep-sea mission and India
being among the very few
nations to achieve this
feat. He asked institutes to
focus on achieving a
resilient blue economy to
empower people depend-
ent on the ocean and its
energy for livelihood.

Mr Singh said the deep-
sea mission is not limited
to mineral exploration but
development of ocean sci-

ences and exploration of
flora and fauna and con-
servation of marine biodi-
versity,. He lauded the
National institute of
Ocean Technology’s efforts
for the development of
Matsyayaan 6000, which
can dive 6,000 metres deep
into the ocean. Taking
stock of the progress, he
directed officials to com-
plete the first stage of the
vessel's harbour trial by
September and finish the
subsequent ones by 2026.
Mr Singh appreciated
the ministry for working
in collaboration with the
Indian Space Research
Organisation to develop a

“titanium hull” for the
vessel that can bear
extreme pressure. — PTT
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A lot of gains for India and
Ukraine at G-7 Italy meet

here is a lot to be said for continuity as Prime Minister Narendra

Modi may have gleaned from his meeting with the leaders of the

rich G-7 nations and the Pope. Familiarity seems to have spurred

even more of the bonhomie that India’s leader has built up and sus-
tained with the leaders of the free world as was seen in the happy images
rolling out of the luxury resort of Borgo Egnazia in Italy where a set of
the world’s most influential leaders met and deliberated.

India was only one of the partner countries of the summit — Senegal,
South Africa and Argentina were others — and there was a host of invi-
tees from other countries too. This was, however, another conclave at
which the Prime Minister could bask in key interactions with leaders sig-
nifying how much the world needs the now economically powerful India as
a partner and ally.

Whatever may be the compulsions of a reduced mandate in the Lok

Sabha polls and its effect on the Modi 3.0 gov-

The other visiting ernment, it is clear India’s image is
leader who had sub- intact abroad and useful too as in the G-7
stantial takeaways emphasising on the India-Europe Corridor, for-

A y mally known as the India-Middle East- Europe

from the summit in Economic Corridor (IMEC) when announced on

Italy was Ukraine’s the sidelines of the G-20 summit in New Delhi
President Volodymyr last year,tantd giecti_ding t_(()1 %s?t ?r}% thet need to

improve strategic ties amid West Asia tensions.

Zelenskyy whose The Prime Minister’s warm meeting with

forces have lost pgpe Francis was another positive takeaway

considerable ground from the G-7 summit even as Mr Modi’s promi-

in the east to Russian nent central place in the G-7 “family photo op”

invasion and his joy at an affable meeting with the host,

Ms Giorgia Meloni, Prime Minister of Italy, was

not to be missed. Given the greater inclusiveness and diversity of his NDA

government and his own overtures to the Christian community in Kerala

before the polls, the outreach to the head of the Catholic Church and an

invitation to visit India portends well though it is the pontiff’s
health that might determine if he can make the trip.

The two-day summit was so crammed with meetings and hectic bilateral
activity that PM Modi could only get to shake hands with the US President
Joe Biden as well as greet the Canadian PM Justin Trudeau. There may be
pressing issues with the US and Canada on purported extraterritorial
killings by India, but they may be taken up at lower official levels rather
than in face-to-face meetings among leaders.

The other visiting leader who had substantial takeaways from the sum-
mit in Italy was Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy whose forces
have lost considerable ground in the east to Russian invasion. The G-7
agreed to use frozen Russian assets exceeding $325 billion that are in
European banks to raise $50 bn for Ukraine to fight the Russian forces.

Mr Zelensky also signed a 10-year bilateral security deal with the US by
which Washington and Kyiv will work to build and maintain Ukraine’s
defence and deterrence capability as well as support its economic security.
Of course, Russia’s President Vladimir Putin views this move by which
the interest on Russia’s frozen assets would help pay the interest on the G-
7 $50 bn loan to Ukraine as “theft”.

Show of unity by Opp. in Maha

ne of the key states that stopped the BJP from getting a simple
Omajority in the Lok Sabha elections is Maharashtra where the unity
of purpose paid for the Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi (MVA), the
Opposition alliance of three major parties. The MVA has now decided to
fight the Assembly elections, due for later this year, in a similar way. The
move could make it difficult for Mahayuti, the ruling alliance, to return to
power, if the voting pattern of the Lok Sabha elections offers an indication.
Two of the major constituents of the MVA — the Shiv Sena of Uddhav
Thackeray and the NCP of Sharad Pawar — each had a score to settle with
the BJP which, they believe, engineered splits in their parties to form the
state government, led by Eknath Shinde. To add insult to their injuries, the
Election Commission had recognised the rebels as the real party though
their legacies lay with those in the Opposition. The results of the Lok
Sabha elections, however, offered the parties a sense of legitimacy. The
combined Opposition won 31 of the 48 seats leaving only 17 to the NDA.
While the Congress bagged 14 seats including that of a rebel who returned
to the party fold, Mr Thackeray’s Sena won nine seats and Mr Pawar’s
party eight against seven and one, respectively, by the two other factions.
Now that the Opposition has learned that it pays to take on the mighty
enemy united, the alliance partners have decided that the three parties
and their potential allies will share seats mainly on the winnability factor
with “no big brother” among them. On the other side of the divide, the
NDA in the state, led by the BJP, will have to go the extra mile if it wants
to keep the flock together, as reports of the rebels returning to their parent
parties have already started appearing. The negotiating skills of the par-
ties in the two fronts will be put to test in coming days which will play a
substantial role in deciding who wins the Assembly race.
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Time to steer Delhi-Dhaka
ties out of troubled waters

Debotri Dhar

ast month a video
of Bangladesh
Prime Minister
Sheikh  Hasina
Wajed, the leader
of the Awami League party,
went viral, in which she was
seen questioning the “boy-
cott Indian products” social
media campaign that was
launched by the country’s
main Opposition, the BNP.
In the video, the Prime
Minister was scathingly
reminding male members of
the Opposition about their
wives’ Indian saris. “Why
are they not taking away
their wives’ saris and set-
ting them on fire?” she
asked at a party meeting,
leading to an Opposition
leader’s reply that his wife
had a quilt made out of hers.
Analysts have pointed to
how the sari has since
become a political football.
India-Bangladesh bilater-
al ties span defence, trade
and investments, water and
energy, and go back a long
way. The 1947 Partition of
India, which led to the cre-
ation of West and East
Pakistan, would soon wit-
ness allegations of cultural
discrimination and human
rights abuses inflicted on
the Bengali population by
West Pakistan. In 1970, the
Bengali Awami League won
a decisive majority in Pak-
istan’s general election. Ref-
using a democratic transfer
of power, the Pakistan Ar-
my launched a brutal crack-
down. In March 1971,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
issued a call to the Bangla-
deshi nationalist move-
ment; in retaliation, the Pa-
kistani Army launched Ope-
ration Searchlight, leading
to the killing of an estimated
300,000 to 3,000,000 Bengali
civilians. The operation led
to a large refugee influx into
India, with the numbers
swelling to 10 million. A rep-
rehensible aspect of the war
were camps for the system-
atic rape and forced impreg-
nation of Bengali women.
Thousands of these “birang-
onas’, or warrior women,
caught in the big battles
between men, later gave tes-
timony about their months-

long sexualised torture,
even as many were aban-
doned by their community.

Like the people and prod-
ucts of various countries,
such as the “Indian sari”,
nations themselves too
sometimes become political
footballs. This was the chal-
lenge the birth of Bangla-
desh faced, becoming as it
had a football not so much
between India and Pakistan,
but between two greater
powers, the United States
and the People’s Republic of
China. New Delhi made
repeated attempts to reach
out to Washington for help,
especially since the refugee
influx, while welcome on
moral grounds, was becom-
ing economically unsustain-
able for India, given the lat-
ter’s already extremely high
population and density per
capita. However, Washing-
ton chose to support Islama-
bad and to deny the Bengali
genocide, terming it as an
exaggeration, if not a lie. A
key reason for this was that
Pakistan was America’s
only channel to China, as
Henry Kissinger noted in
his White House papers. At
that time, then US President
Richard Nixon and Kissin-
ger, who would later be his
secretary of state, were try-
ing to build relations with
Beijing to negate the Soviet
influence by taking advan-
tage of the Sino-Soviet con-
flict. The Nixon administra-
tion even sent the Seventh
Fleet led by the nuclear-
powered aircraft-carrier
USS Enterpriseto the Bay of
Bengal to aid Pakistan
against India.

Ultimately, India negotiat-
ed a friendship treaty with
Soviet Union and, following
a December attack by Pa-
kistan, provided military
support to the Mukti Bahi-
ni. Under the instructions of
then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, and the strategic
leadership of Army chief
Gen. (later Field-Marshal)
Sam  Manekshaw, the
Indian Army helped bring
about a quick victory, lead-
ing to Pakistan’s surrender
on December 16, 1971.

Recently, US ambassador

Beijing has
proposed financing
large development
projects on the
Teesta, which

have drawn
criticism from
environmentalists...
New Delhi must find
a durable water-
sharing solution

to India Eric Garcetti
acknowledged that Ameri-
ca’s “tilt” towards Pakistan
and China in the 1970s had
led to “India thinking of
America as not a trustwor-
thy partner”. Taking a prin-
cipled stand, New Delhi
repatriated, without retalia-
tion, nearly one lakh Pakis-
tani prisoners of war under
the 1972 Shimla Agreement.
Later described by Bangla-
desh’s Constitution as fath-
er of the nation, Sk Mujibur
Rahman, “Bangabandhu”,
also became a friend to In-
dia. After his assassination
in 1975, his daughter has
continued that friendship.

Now back in power for a
third term, Sheikh Hasina
alleged American interfer-
ence in Bangladesh’s gener-
al election, claiming the US
wants a regime change,
arguably to bring in the con-
servative BNP. Meanwhile,
many are aware that the
Bangladeshi anti-India
hashtags are similar to the
“India Out” ones in the Mal-
dives backed by China (no
arguments here), a bulk of
these hashtags originating
from the social media han-
dles of the Bangladeshi dias-
pora in the US and other
Western nations. Given
these impending geopoliti-
cal realities, outstanding bi-
lateral issues with Dhaka
need to be diplomatically
addressed on a priority
basis.

A critical one pertains to
the Teesta water-sharing, as
the agreement has been
stalled since 2011. The Tees-
ta flows out from India’s
Sikkim, and through West
Bengal, before entering
Bangladesh. It’s the fourth
largest river system shared
with Bangladesh after the
Ganga, Brahmaputra and
Meghna. During the draft-
ing of the 1947 Boundary
Commission Report demar-
cating the boundary bet-
ween India and then-East
Pakistan, the Muslim
League had asked for

Darjeeling and other dis-
tricts in Teesta’s catchment
area, the bulk of which was
given to India.

Despite subsequent efforts
under the India-Bangladesh
Joint Rivers Commission
and the Ganga Water
Treaty, and visits by succes-
sive Indian Prime Minis-
ters, the water issues are yet
to be resolved.

Beijing has proposed
financing large develop-
ment projects on the Teesta,
which have drawn criticism
from environmentalists.
Some hydropower is needed
in this context, so New
Delhi must remain proac-
tively engaged in Bangla-
desh’s sustainable develop-
ment, and to find a durable
water-sharing  solution.
Since releasing more water
to Bangladesh can adverse-
ly impact irrigation in some
poorer districts in West
Bengal, chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee should be
invited to the consultative
process, for the Centre and
the state to collaborate in
the interest of the nation.
The renewal of the Ganga
Water Treaty should also be
on the agenda.

In accordance with its
“neighbourhood first” poli-
cy, New Delhi was right to
invite the Bangladesh
Prime Minister to the G-20
summit hosted by India last
year and, more recently, to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s third-term swearing-
in ceremony. Bangladesh
will no doubt evaluate Chi-
na’s debt-and-encirclement
traps. Geopolitical equa-
tions do change, so India on
its part must hold on strong-
ly to this friendly nation,
whose national anthem
‘Amar Sonar Bangla’ was
composed by none other
than our own Rabindranath
Tagore, who also composed
India’s national anthem.
Meanwhile, I am visiting
Kolkata, preparing for a lec-
ture and enjoying wearing
saris, including Benarasi
and Dhakai. Footballs, even
political ones, can some-
times have a mind of their
own, and the timeless sari
that has always beckoned
with its beauty is not fading
out of sight anytime soon.

Dr Debotri Dhar is an
author, educator, academic,
consultant, and founder of
the Hummingbird Global
Leaders Forum. She is a
women’s studies and global
studies expert.

LETTERS

DON'T FORGIVE ’EM

Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

WESTERN BLINDNESS

A NUMBER of countries’ leaders gath-
ered in Switzerland for the peace summit
addressing the Ukraine and Russia con-
flict. Countries announced consignments
and humanitarian aid for Ukraine.
Meanwhile, the Palestine and Israel con-
flict, ongoing since October 7, 2023, has
left a trail of destruction. Homes, habi-
tats, and shelters have been dismantled.
People are facing poor accommodation, a
lack of medical services, a crisis of nour-
ishment, and drought. These issues are
as evident as the nose on one’s face. Yet,
the world remains as silent as a grave.
Why is this happening?
Jakir Hussain
Kanpur

IMEC VS BRI

THE G7 SUMMIT has committed to
supporting the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor IMEC), a
project aimed at developing infrastruc-
ture like ports, railways, roads, sea
routes, and pipelines to enhance trade
between India, the Arabian Peninsula,
the Mediterranean region, and Europe.
Geopolitically, IMEC is seen as a coun-
terweight to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), aiming to curb China’s
growing influence in the Eurasian
region.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh

%500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Kajal Chatterjee
(June 16). Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

Devi Kar

Encourage kids
to think, raise
questions: Vital
for democracy

ndia’s recent Lok Sabha elections unfolded very

dramatically and though we couldn’t quite trust

the print media and TV channels, we were vast-

ly engaged as well as entertained by the social
media. I was in New York during this entire period
and was drawn by the political story that was sim-
mering there around Donald Trump’s trial over the
“hush money cases”. It was like an addictive mini
serial and finally the former US President was de-
clared guilty on all 34 counts for which he had been
charged. This is the first time in history that a felon
would be a candidate for the White House.

Another arena of theatre was the issue of the Gaza
war, while Americans were supplying potent
weapons to Israel. I read about the unrest in differ-
ent US campuses and the fiery speeches of valedic-
torians being shouted down at graduation cere-
monies. Next, I saw a prominent opinion piece titled
“Harvard Should Say Less. Maybe All Schools
Should” (written by Noah Feldman and Alison
Feldman, professors of law and philosophy at
Harvard).

Now there is a big controversy around this as col-
leges and universities jealously guard their right to
speak freely, to dissent and to speak or write pub-
licly against their school’s as well as the nation’s
policy. Till recently, any criticism of the Indian cen-
tral government’s policy was deemed “seditious”
and “anti-national”, but the very definition of
democracy implies discussion, differences of opin-
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ion, argument and activism. Notwithstanding the
earlier protests, Harvard has decided that in the
absence of a formal policy governing the issue of an
official statement, university leaders “can and
should speak out publicly to promote and protect
the core function of the university, which is to cre-
ate an environment suitable for pursuing truth
through research, scholarship and teaching”.
However, it is not their business to side with Israel
or Ukraine or Russia or to show sympathy for Gaza.
Universities understand the need to exist meaning-
fully in a polarised world.

So far as our schools in India are concerned, the
media never publishes the discussions and argu-
ments that take place in schools, and I am sure such
conversations are not discouraged in the schools
that want their students to think for themselves.
The pursuit of truth is the central pillar of education
and a school should not limit its teachings to the
prescribed course material.

I am afraid that when it comes to social science
subjects such as history, civics, sociology or even
political science, students are usually taught only
facts that are relevant to the topics prescribed in
their syllabus and the comments are restricted to
those mentioned in the prescribed course books. If
at all there is any discussion of different views, stu-
dents tend to present what they hear at home. If
there are different viewpoints in class, the teachers
prefer to appear neutral. They explain things diplo-

matically, keeping different sides happy. I have not
yet heard of school teachers trying to present their
own political views forcefully nor school students
arguing powerfully with their teachers. The total
absence of discussion of significant or disputed poli-
cies is a big flaw in our approach to teaching and
learning. If, broadly speaking, education is taken as
the pursuit of truth, discussion and differences of
opinion must be accommodated, otherwise we end
up nurturing students who have passively received
knowledge that has been established and conveyed
by others and they have not been encouraged to
process knowledge independently.

Thus, it is important for people, young and old, to
keep questioning, reflecting and pursuing the truth
for themselves. While thinking about this, I some-
times, come to the conclusion that the most impor-
tant virtue one can have is courage -- courage to
stand up to people, courage to say something differ-
ent, courage to not join the herd and courage (and
basic common sense) to not be brainwashed by peo-
ple in authority.

In the school context, it is perhaps important to
include an important caveat. We have to make sure
that these discussions and arguments take place in
an environment that is conducive to thinking and
learning. Perhaps it is the worry that classrooms
would be transformed into battlegrounds, that fac-
tions would emerge and the ultimately harmony
would be destroyed that makes schools extra cau-
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tious about allowing political discussions in school.
However, if the whole exercise is taken as part of the
education system and teachers are adept at manag-
ing conflict as well as facilitating discussions, the
school would become a rich learning ground where
children don’t receive information passively or
accept the beliefs of the adults around them unques-
tioningly.

Nation building in a democracy starts with the
development of responsible citizens and the build-
ing blocks are discussion, argument, consensus and
the acceptance of differences. If these practices are
not adopted in school, we will not have a mature
nation where civilised arguments take place in
Parliament, political opponents are not looked upon
as enemies, personal attacks are not made and hate
speeches are not resorted to.

We should be proud of our democracy and proud
of our ordinary citizens who are, in many cases,
given attention only before elections. However, it is
imperative that young people should be educated to
become responsible citizens not only by observing
Independence Day and Republic Day or supporting
the Indian team in sports competitions but many of
them should want to participate in the actual gover-
nance of the country. India needs able and upright
political leaders.

The writer is a veteran school educator
based in Kolkata
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POPE APPEALS
FOR HALT TO
CONGO VIOLENCE

Vatican City, June 16: Pope
Francis on Sunday deplored a
surge of violence in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo,
the victims of which he said
included many Christians who
had been killed for their faith.

“Painful news continues to
arrive of clashes and massacr-
es in the eastern part of the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo,”
the 87-year-old said at the end
of Sunday Angelus prayer. “I
appeal to the national authori-
ties and global communities to
do everything possible to stop
the violence and safeguard the
lives of civilians.”

NEW CALEDONIA
AIRPORT TO
REOPEN TODAY

Noumea, June 16: New Cale-
donia’s main international air-
port will reopen from Monday
after being shut last month du-
ring a spate of deadly unrest,
the high commission in the
French Pacific territory said,
adding a curfew would also be
reduced.

The commission said that it
had “decided to reopen the air-
port during the day” and to
“push back to 8:00 pm the start
of the curfew as of Monday”.

The measures had been intro-
duced after violence broke out
on May 13 over a controversial
voting reform.

AF TALIBAN GOUT
WILL ATTEND U.N.
TALKS IN DOHA

Kabul, June 16: Taliban aut-
horities will attend the third
round of United Nations-host-
ed talks on Afghanistan in the
Qatari capital, a government
spokesman said on Sunday,
after snubbing an invitation to
the previous round.

The Taliban government’s pa-
rticipation in the meet of forei-
gn special envoys to Afghanist-
an had been in doubt after it
was not included in the first ro-
und and then refused an invita-
tion to February’s second rou-
nd. “A delegation of the Islamic
Emirate will participate in the
coming Doha conference.”

CHINA PREMIER
TO 0Z: PUT ASIDE
DIFFERENCES

Melbourne, June 16: Chinese
Premier Li Qiang’s visit to Au-
stralia on Sunday focused on
positive aspects of the bilateral
relationship, including shared
giant pandas and a rebounding
wine trade, as he promised a
new breeding pair of the rare
bears and urged both countries
to put aside their differences.

China’s most powerful leader
after President Xi Jinping arr-
ived on Saturday in Adelaide,
which has produced most of
the Australian wine entering
China since crippling tariffs
were lifted in March that had
effectively ended a $790 million
a year trade since 2020.

2 KILLED, MANY
WOUNDED IN
TEXAS SHOOTING

Texas, June 16: A shooting in a
Texas park left two people dead
and several wounded on
Saturday, authorities said.

The victims were shot shortly
before 11 pm Saturday during a
Juneteenth celebration at Old
Settlers Park in Round Rock,
about 30.5 km north of Austin.

An altercation began between
two groups during a concert at
the event and someone started
shooting, Round Rock police
chief Allen Banks said during
a news conference at the scene.

The two victims who were
pronounced dead at the scene
were not involved in the alter-
cation, Allen said.

CHINA’S SOUTH
FLOODED, VERY
HOT ELSEWHERE

Hong Kong, June 16: China’s
National Meteorological Cent-
re on Sunday issued an alert
for high temperatures as multi-
ple regions across the country
experience sweltering heat,
while many southern provinc-
es issued severe flood warnings
due to heavy rains.

The intensity of high temper-
atures is expected to decrease
in north China and regions be-
tween the Yellow River and the
Huaihe River, the centre said.

The centre forecast maxi-
mum temperatures of 37-39
degrees Celsius (99-102 degrees
Fahrenheit) in parts of Xinjia-
ng, Inner Mongolia and Henan

on Sunday.
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Nuke fears, food security in
focus at Ukraine peace meet

Zelenskyy says Put1n not ready for peace ca]ls for full Russmn withdrawal

Burgenstock, June 16: The
international Ukraine
peace summit focused on
Sunday on food security,
avoiding a nuclear disas-
ter and returning deport-
ed children from Russia as
countries outlined build-
ing blocks towards ending
the war.

Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy said on
Sunday that Russia was
not ready for a “just
peace”, insisting Kyiv was
open to immediate talks if
Moscow pulls its troops
out of the country.

The UKkrainian leader
was speaking at the end of
a major diplomatic sum-
mit in Switzerland.

“Russia and their leader-
ship are not ready for a
just peace, this is a fact,”
Zelenskyy told reporters.

More than two years aft-
er Russia invaded, leaders
and top officials from
more than 90 countries
were spending the week-
end at a Swiss mountain-
side resort for a landmark
two-day meet dedicated to
resolving the largest
European conflict since
World War II.

After world leaders stood
together to offer their sup-
port on Saturday, Zelensk-
yy voiced hope of garner-
ing global agreement
around a proposal to end
the war that he could even-
tually present to Moscow.

“We must decide togeth-
er what a just peace means
for the world and how it
can be achieved in a lasti-
ng way,” he told assembled

COGNITIVE TEST:
TRUMP FLUBS ON
DOCTOR’S NAME

Detroit, June 16: Donald
Trump is so proud of a
cognitive assessment he
took while president
that he boasted about it
in a speech on Saturday;,
while attacking what he
claims is US President
Joe Biden’s lack of men-
tal acuity.

The only problem: He
then immediately got co-
nfused on the name of
the doctor who oversaw
the test.

Trump extolled his po-
wers of mental recall in
a speech to hard-right
allies in Detroit, challe-
nging Biden to take the
same cognitive exam he
says he underwent in
2018 with then White
House physician Ronny
Jackson. However, he
immediately flubbed the
name of the former offi-
cial, who is now one of
his loyal supporters in
Congress. “Doc Ronny
Johnson,” said Trumbp,
who turned 78 on Friday.

“Does everyone Kknow
Ronny Johnson, congre-
ssman from Texas?” he
continued. “He said I
was the healthiest presi-
dent.” — AFP

Ukrainian servicemen and LGBTQ communlty activists carry a banner bearlng the
photographs of fallen Ukrainian servicemen as they take part in the “Kyiv Pride 2024”

in Kyiv, on Sunday.

leaders at the luxury Bur-
genstock retreat overlook-
ing Lake Lucerne.

The summit, snubbed by
Russia and its ally China,
comes as Ukraine is strug-
gling on the battlefield,
where it is outmanned and

outgunned.
On Friday, Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin

demanded Kyiv’s effective
surrender as a basis for
peace talks.

Putin’s call for Ukraine
to withdraw from the
south and east of the coun-
try were widely dismissed
at the summit. — AFP

— AFP

NORWAY’S $103MN TO ‘POWER’ UKRAINE

Oslo, June 16: Norway
said on Sunday that it
would provide $103 mil-
lion to Ukraine to help re-
pair its energy infrastruc-
ture and secure the coun-
try’s electricity supply
before next winter.
“Russia is carrying out
massive, systematic attac-
ks to paralyse the power
grid, but Ukrainians are
working day and night to
maintain essential electr-
icity supplies for the popu-
lation,” Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Store said.

According to new estim-
ates, more than 50 per cent
of Ukraine’s power prod-
uction capacity has been
destroyed, the govern-
ment said.

“We are in close dialogue
with Ukraine on how it
can use these funds most
effectively. The Ukrainia-
ns themselves have the
best insight into what is
needed,” Store said, add-
ing that it was important
to begin infrastructure
repairs before the onset of
winter. — AFP

RUSSIAN FORCES
KILL I.S.-LINKED
HOSTAGE TAKERS

Moscow, June 16: Russian
special forces freed two
prison guards and shot
dead six inmates linked to
the Islamic State militant
group who had taken
them hostage at a de-
tention centre in the city
of Rostov on Sunday,
Russian media said.

State media said that
some of the men had been
convicted of terrorism of-
fences and were accused
of affiliation with the Isla-
mic State militant group,
which claimed responsi-
bility for a deadly attack
on a Moscow concert hall
in March.

The six hostage takers,
one of whom wore a head-
band with the flag used by
the Islamic State that bea-
rs an Arabic inscription,
knocked out window bars
and climbed down several
floors by rope before taki-
ng the guards hostage
with a knife and fire axe.

In video published by
the 112 Telegram channel,
one was shown brandish-
ing a knife beside one of
the bound guards in Ros-
tov-on-Don.

In negotiations with the
authorities, they demand-
ed free passage out of the
prison.

But Russian special
forces decided to storm
the prison. — Reuters

False hype by PML-N, says JUI

TTP MILITANT COMMANDER KILLED RN (< gullizhis

Islamabad, June 16:
Pakistan’s leading right-
wing Islamic leader Maul-
ana Fazlur Rehman’s par-
ty has alleged that the rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim Le-
ague-Nawaz (PML-N) was
spreading false propagan-
da against its ideology and
central leadership becau-
se of its supremo Nawaz
Sharif’s electoral defeat in
the February 8 elections, a
media report said on
Sunday.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(F) leader Mufti Kifayatu-
1lah said the victory of Pa-
kistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) nominee Shahzada
Muhammad Gushtasap
Khan in the NA-15 Mansh-
era-cum-Torghar constitu-
ency by defeating ex-prem-
ier Nawaz Sharif was the
result of the party’s po-
litical strategy, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

Shahzada Gushtasap
Khan, who fought as an
Independent after the Pak-
istan Election Commissi-
on deprived former prime
minister Imran Khan’s
party of its election sym-
bol of a cricket bat, polled
1,05,249 votes while Nawaz
Sharif got 80,382 votes.

Kifayatullah said Khan
had contested the Feb. 8

India land connect
study on, says Ranil

Colombo, June 16: Sri La-
nkan Pres1dent Ranil
Wickremesinghe said on
Sunday that the feasibili-
ty study on a proposal to
establish land connectivi-
ty with India is in its final
stages.

Wickremesinghe, who
was travelling in the dis-
trict of Mannar, said that
the preliminary work of
the feasibility study was
over and the final phase
would be completed soon.

This proposal and the
prospect of a power grid
connection between the
two nations are likely to
be discussed during the
visit of external affairs
minister S. Jaishankar to
Lanka this week.

Wickremesinghe said a
commercial venture to
sell the excess renewable
energy to India would
also be discussed during
the minister’s visit.

On Saturday, the Lank-
an foreign ministry here
announced that Jaishank-
ar would arrive in Colo-
mbo on June 20.

However, there was no
official announcement on
Jaishankar’s visit from
India’s ministry of exter-
nal affairs.

If confirmed, this could
be Jaishankar’s first offi-
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@ FISHERIES MINISTER
Douglas Devananda has
been quoted as saying in
the local media that Sri
Lanka would raise the
contentious issue of ille-
gal fishing in Sri Lankan
waters by Indians.

cial stand-alone visit ab-
road after he was appoint-
ed India’s EAM in the
new government early
this month.

Officials here confirmed
that all Indian projects in
Sri Lanka, including the
Adani group’s wind pow-
er project in Mannar and
the creation of an indust-
rial zone in the eastern
port district of Trincom-
alee, would be discussed
during the visit.

Fisheries minister Dou-
glas Devananda has been
quoted as saying in the
local media that Sri Lan-
ka would raise the con-
tentious issue of illegal fi-
shing in Sri Lankan wate-
rs by Indians, including
bottom trawling. The
Palk Strait, a narrow str-
ip of water separating Ta-
mil Nadu from Sri Lanka,
is a rich fishing ground
for fishermen from both
countries. — PTI

A PETITION has been filed
in Pakistan’s Supreme
Court against the dis-
missal of a plea seeking
former prime minister
Imran Khan’s
disqualification for con-
cealing his alleged daugh-
ter Tyrian White while
submitting his nom-
ination papers for
the 2018 general
elections. The
Islamabad High
Court last month
had dismissed
the peti-
tion.

PRIME MINISTER Shehbaz
Sharif has pledged to end

Pakistan’s dependency on for-
eign aid and IMF bailouts and
surpass neighbouring nations

commander of the
banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan
was killed on Sun-
day in an encount-
er with security

in economic activity, as he out-
lined a series of bold reforms
to reduce the cash-strapped
government’s expenses and

forces in Pakista-
n’s restive Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa
province. Waliullah

~ad
@ 3

the last in
- ela

history.

revive the economy.
He hoped that the
next deal with
‘? = IMF for a bailout
-~ package would be

Pakistan’s

was killed by the
Counter-Terrorism
Department of
Bannu in an intelli-
gence-based oper-
ation in the Lakki
Marwat district.

People want Imran be in jail for 5 years for Pak’s progress: Minister

Pakistan’s federal planning and development minister Ahsan Igbal
has claimed that the people in the country believe keeping PTI

founder Imran Khan imprisoned for five years till 2029 is necessary
for economic stability. He said that the former prime minister’s /
release could lead to renewed protests and unrest.

elections from NA-15 on
the orders of his party
chief. Kifayatullah further
said that his party’s ideol-
ogy was different from the
PML-N’s. He said his party
is committed to the cause
of sharia in the country

through a peaceful politi-
cal struggle.

The JUI-F leader claimed
that the PML-N was using
retired Captain Mohamm-
ad Safdar, son-in-law of
Nawaz Sharif, to challenge
his party’s ideology and

mission to avenge Nawaz’s
electoral defeat.

The PML-N was never
popular in the NA-15 con-
stituency stretched over to
the rural parts of Manseh-
ra and neighbouring Tor-
ghar district. — PTIT

Euro axe-wielder shot, hurt

Berlin, June 16: German
police said on Sunday
they shot and wounded a
man who was threatening
them with an axe and a
Molotov cocktail in the
northern city of Hamb-
urg, hours before it hosted
a match in the European
Championship soccer tou-
rnament.

Police officers opened
fire after the man refused
to put down the axe and a
Molotov cocktail, hitting
him in the leg, police spo-

HAJ | RITUAL

kesman Thilo Marxsen
said. The man was hospi-
talised with his injuries,
Marxsen said. No one else
was hurt.

The incident occurred in
the St. Pauli area of the
northern port city, which
was thronged with fans
before Sunday’s Group D
match between the Nethe-
rlands and Poland.

Marxsen said that there
was no initial indication
that it was related to the
Euro 2024 game.

German authorities
have put police on high
alert during the tourna-
ment, which began on
Friday and runs through
July 14, for fear of possi-
ble fan violence and ext-
remist attacks.

On Friday, police fatally
shot an Afghan man after
he Kkilled a compatriot and
later wounded three peop-
le watching the televised
game between Germany
and Scotland in a town in
eastern Germany. — AP

Bibi denounces military plans

Israel to ‘pause’
day fighting so
Gaza can get aid

Jerusalem, Dubai, Cairo,
June 16: The Israeli mili-
tary said on Sunday it
would hold daily tactical
pauses in military activi-
ty along a main road in
southern Gaza to allow
more aid to flow into the
enclave, where interna-
tional aid organisations
have warned of a growing
humanitarian crisis. But
Israeli PM Benjamin Net-
anyahu criticised plans
announced by the milita-
ry to hold daily tactical
pauses in fighting to facil-
itate aid delivery into the
Palestinian enclave.

“When the Prime Mini-
ster heard the reports of
an 11-hour humanitarian
pause in the morning, he
turned to his military sec-
retary and made it clear
that this was unaccept-
able to him,” an Israeli
official said.

National security minis-
ter Itamar Ben-Gvir, who
leads one of the national-
ist religious parties in
Netanyahu’s ruling coali-
tion, denounced the idea
of a tactical pause, saying
whoever decided it was a
“fool” who should lose
their job. The spat was
the latest in a series of
clashes between members
of the coalition and the
military over the conduct
of the war, now in its
ninth month.

It came a week after cen-
trist former general Ben-
ny Gantz quit the govern-
ment, accusing Netanya-
hu of having no effective
strategy in Gaza.

The divisions were laid
bare last week in a parlia-
mentary vote on a law on
conscripting ultra-Ortho-
dox Jews into the milita-
ry, with defence minister
Yoav Gallant voting agai-
nst it in defiance of party
orders, saying it was
insufficient for the needs
of the military.

Meanwhile, the US mili-
tary unleashed a wave of

@ THE US Naval Forces
Central Command said on
Sunday that it had rescu-
ed the crew from the Lib-
erian-flagged, Greek-ow-
ned bulk carrier M/V Tut-
or that was attacked by
Yemen'’s Iran-aligned
Houthis on June 12 in the
Red Sea.

attacks targeting radar
sites operated by Yemen’s
Houthi rebels after one
merchant sailor went
missing and the vessel he
was on caught fire in the
latest Houthi strike on
shipping in the crucial
Red Sea corridor.

The attacks come as the
US Navy faces the most
intense combat it has
seen since World War II in
trying to counter the Ho-
uthi campaign — attacks
the rebels say are meant
to halt the Israel-Hamas
war in the Gaza Strip.

However, the Iranian-ba-
cked rebel assaults often
see the Houthis target sh-
ips and sailors who have
nothing to do with the
war while traffic remains
halved through a corridor
vital for cargo and energy
shipments between Asia,
Europe and the Mideast.

US strikes destroyed se-
ven radars within Hout-
hi-controlled territory,
the military’s Central Co-
mmand said.

The US Naval Forces Ce-
ntral Command (NAV-
CENT) said on Sunday
that it had rescued the
crew from the Liberian-fl-
agged, Greek-owned bulk
carrier M/V Tutor that
was attacked by Yemen’s
Iran-aligned Houthis on
June 12 in the Red Sea.

Sailors assigned to the
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Carrier Strike Group air-
lifted the crew out on Sat-
urday, NAVCENT said, ad-
ding one sailor remained
missing. — Agencies

Tories head for
wipeout: 3 po]ls

London, June 16: UK
Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak’s Conservative Party
is headed for a historic
wipeout in the July 4 gen-
eral election, according to
three new polls published
in Sunday newspapers.

An MRP poll by Surva-
tion published in the Tim-
es predicts the Labour
opposition will win a 262-
seat majority in Parliame-
nt, with the Conservativ-
es cut to just 72 seats.
Opinium’s survey for the
Observer showed Labour
with a 17-point lead, and
Savanta predicted “elec-
toral extinction” for Sun-
ak’s party in a poll for the
Sunday Telegraph.

The figures illustrate
how Sunak’s weak positi-
on going into the campa-
ign has deteriorated since
he called the surprise
vote three weeks ago.
They suggest the Conser-
vatives headed for their
worst defeat since the pa-
rty was formed two cent-
uries ago, with fewer than
half the seats they had
after a rout in 1906.

“Our research suggests
that this election could be
nothing short of electoral
extinction for the Conse-
rvative Party,” said Chris
Hopkins, political resear-
ch director at Savanta.

Conservatives have star-
ted to warn about the ris-
ks of handing Labour

Rishi Sunak

such a commanding majo-
rity. Former Cabinet min-
ister Robert Jenrick told
the Telegraph that the UK
may end up as an “elec-
tive dictatorship that will
be equally unrestrained
on raising taxes.”

Labour, for their part,
are warning voters not to
be complacent about the
polls. “This election is not
settled yet,” shadow heal-
th secretary Wes Streeti-
ng told Sky News on Sun-
day. “I do not want people
to wake up to a nightmare
on Downing Street on the
fifth of July.”

The Independent said
voters’ trust in the Cons-
ervatives on tax issues
has collapsed. A survey
by Techne UK for the
newspaper found 36%
trust Labour leader Keir
Starmer on tax compared
with 16% for Sunak.

Sunak acknowleged the
economic backdrop is a
challenge for the Conse-
rvatives. = — Bloomberg

Pilgrims struggle in the sun as those exhausted stretch out

Pilgrims ‘stone the devil’ on Id-ul-Zuha

Mina, June 16: Pilgrims
performed on Sunday the
last major ritual of the
hajj, the “stoning of the
devil”, in western Saudi
Arabia, as Muslims the
world over celebrated the
Id-ul-Zuha holiday.

Beginning at dawn, the
1.8 million Muslims unde-
rtaking the pilgrimage
this year threw seven ston-
es at each of three concre-
te walls symbolising the
devil in the Mina valley,
located outside Mecca, the
holiest city in Islam.

The ritual commemorat-
es Abraham’s stoning of

the devil at the three spots
where it is said Satan tried
to dissuade him from obe-
ying God’s order to sacri-
fice his son.

The stoning ritual has
been witness to multiple
stampedes over the years,
most recently in 2015
when up to 2,300 worship-
pers were Killed.

Roads were packed, with
some pilgrims struggling
under the morning sun.
Some sat on the side of the
road to rest and drink wat-
er, while others stretched
out on the ground, appare-
ntly exhausted. — AFP

P

Muslim pilgrims perform the symbolic stonlng of the
devil ritual as part of the Haj pilgrimage in Mina, near

Saudi Arabia’s holy city of Mecca, on Sunday.

+

— AFP

14 JORDANIANS
DIE IN SAUDI, A
FEW DUE TO HEAT

Cairo, June 16: Fourteen
Jordanians have been rep-
orted dead during the an-
nual Muslim Haj pilgrim-
age in Saudi Arabia, some
of them dying on account
of heat stroke while, 17
other Jordanians were re-
ported missing, the Jor-
danian foreign ministry
said in a statement on
Sunday. — Reuters
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Investors flock to MFs
seeing higher returns

Outlook remains strong, adds 81 L investors in April, May

uick

INDICATORS %

Sensex 76,992.77  0.24
Nifty 50 2346560 029
S&P 500* 543160 -0.04
Dollar (%) 8356  0.00
Pound Sterling () 106.17  0.58
Euro ) 89.30 104
Gold (10gm)* ) 71,955v10  0.01
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 82.88 0.16
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.991 0.005
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4221 -0.019

* As of 8:30 PM IST

RBI gets award
from London’s
Central Banking

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Sunday said it has
been awarded the Risk
Manager of the Year Award
2024 by the London-based
publishing house Central
Banking. The apex bank was
awarded the best risk manager
for improving its risk culture
and awareness, RBI said in a
post on X. The award was
received by executive director
Manoranjan Mishra on behalf of
the RBI, it said.

P

Foreign investors
pour in 11,730 cr
on positive cues

Foreign investors made a
strong comeback with a net
inflow of 11,730 crore ($1.4 bn)
in the week ending June 14,
driven by positive signals from
domestic and global markets.
The net inflow was in stark
contrast to the net outflow of
314,794 crore ($1.77 bn) wit-
nessed in the preceding week
from June 3-7, data showed.
With the latest flow, net out-
flow stood at 33,064 crore in
the month so far till June 14.

[IFL Q4 net falls
6% after RBI
bars gold loans

IIFL Finance reported a 6 per
cent decline in consolidated
net profit to ¥431 crore for the
March quarter as the RBI
barred the financial services
firm from undertaking gold
loan business. The company
had earned a net profit of 3458
crore in the same quarter a
year ago. Its consolidated total
income during Jan.-March rose
to 32,922 crore as compared
with 32,276 crore in the year-
ago period, IIFL Finance said.

Coal imports rise
13.2% in April to
26.1 million tonne

India’s coal imports rose by
13.2 per cent to 26.10 million
tonne (MT) in April 2024 as
buyers took fresh positions
amid early onset of summer.
The country had imported
23.05 MT of coal in the year-
ago period, according to data
compiled by B2B e-commerce
company mjunction services
Itd. Of the total import in April,
non-coking coal import stood
at 17.40 MT against 15.15 MT in
the year-ago month.

New Delhi, June 16: The
mutual fund industry has
added over 81 lakh
investors’ accounts in the
first two months of the
current fiscal (FY25).
Additionally, changing
perceptions about fixed
deposits, which no longer
offer competitive returns
compared to mutual
funds, and the rise in
income levels and accessi-
bility to financial markets
have also contributed to
the rise in new investors,
Trivesh D, chief operating
officer of stock trading
platform Tradejini, said.
Going ahead, the outlook
for mutual fund folios
remains strong, supported
by the ongoing bull run in
stock market, solid risk
management practices,
continuous investor educ-
ation, and consistent mar-
keting efforts, he added.
Moreover, the industry

Start early, play longer

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBALI, JUNE 16

Over the years, the sys-
tematic investment plan
(SIP), a feature offered by

Mutual Funds, has
become a household
name. Its popularity

among investors can be
seen from monthly invest-
ment in mutual funds
through SIP route rising
from 3,189 crore in May
2016 to %20,904 crore in
May 2024.

A study, conducted by
WhiteOak Capital Mutual
Fund addressed some of

FINANCIAL

@ AS INDIA'S per
capita income
grows, investors
will look to save
money in asset
classes, which have
the potential to beat
inflation and create
wealth.

will continue to see decent
growth as savers increas-
ingly look for alternative
avenues to create wealth
for their long-term goals,
experts said.

“As India’s per capita
income grows, investors
will look to save money in
asset classes, which have
the potential to beat infla-
tion and create wealth. As
the penetration of mutual
funds increases, this will
translate into a higher
folio base at the industry
level,” Abhishek Tiwari,

the commonly asked ques-
tions around SIP invest-
ment.

It said that the volatility
reduces as investors
increase their investment
horizon.

The ‘cost of delay’ of
starting a SIP late can be
huge over the long term.
“The biggest risk is not
the market, but missing
out on compounding over
time,” the study said.

It also said that waiting
for the right time to invest
can lead to missed oppor-
tunities. Not investing at
all is likely to be more sig-

Builders rivet focus on
launch of quurv units

New Delhi, June 16: The
sales of affordable houses,
priced up to 60 lakh each,
declined 4 per cent in
eight major cities to 61,121
units during January-
March this year on lower
supply and higher
demand for luxury apart-
ments, according to
PropEquity.

The top eight cities are --
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Kolkata, Pune
and Ahmedabad.

Real estate data analytic
firm PropEquity data
showed that sales of
homes, costing up to %60
lakh each stood at 6,3787
units in the January-
March period of the last
calendar year.

A lower supply of afford-
able homes is one of the
key factors for this mar-
ginal fall in sales.

As per the PropEquity
data, the fresh supply of
homes, up to %60 lakh
each, declined to 33,420
units during Jan.-March
2024 across these top eight
cities from 53,818 units in
the year-ago period.

Builders are focusing
more on launching luxury
apartments to encash a

surge in demand for pre-
mium residential proper-
ties. Profit margins are
also high in luxury proj-
ects.

As per the data, housing
sales in this price catego-
ry declined to 2,35,340
units in the 2023 calendar
year from 2,51,198 units in
the preceding year.

In 2019, sales of homes,
each priced up to %60 lakh,
stood at 2,26,414 units.

During the 2020 calendar
year, which saw an out-
break of the Covid pan-
demic, sales in this price
category fell to 1,88,233
units.

However, sales bounced
back in 2021 and 2022 to
2,17,274 units and 2,51,198
units, respectively.

Sales declined again in
2023 to 2,35,340 units com-
pared to the preceding
year. — PTI

CBO, PGIM India Mutual
Fund, said.

According to the latest
data with the association
of mutual funds in India
(AMFI), mutual fund
folios of industry stood at
18.6 crore in May-end, a
surge of 4.6 per cent from
17.78 crore registered at
the end of March.

In May, the industry saw
an addition of 45 lakh
folios compared to 36.11
lakh folios added in April.
In 2023, the average
monthly addition of folios

® LARGE CAP stock is
generally less volatile
than a small and mid-
cap stock. However,
small and mid-cap
segments may offer
many opportunities for
potential higher
growth in the long run.

nificant loss than entering
an unfavorable market.
Even the worst market
timing may help grow
wealth over the long-term.
It is the time in the mar-
ket, not timing the mar-

HMIL FILES DRAFT
PAPERS WITH SEBI
FOR INITIAL OFFER

New Delhi, June 16:
Hyundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL), the Indian arm of
South Korean automaker
Hyundai, has filed prelim-
inary papers with Sebi to
launch an initial public
offering (IPO).

The company’s IPO, if it
goes through, would be
the largest in India, sur-
passing LIC’s share-sale
of %21,000 crore.

The proposed IPO is
entirely an offer for sale
(OFS) of 14,21,94,700 equi-
ty shares by Hyundai
Motor, with no fresh issue
component, according to
the draft red herring
prospectus (DRHP).

In February this year,
sources had confirmed
that the parent, Hyundai
Motor Company is look-
ing to raise at least $3 bil-
lion (around 25,000
crore) through an IPO.

It may dilute 15-20 per
cent stake in HMIL to
raise funds, the sources
added.

In its draft papers, HMIL
said it expects that the
listing of the equity
shares “will enhance our
visibility and brand
image and provide liquid-
ity and a public market
for the shares”. — PTI

was 22.3 lakh, making lat-
est figure more than dou-
ble this average.

Of the total 81 lakh
folios, equity-oriented
mutual fund schemes
experienced an addition of
61.25 lakh units during the
period under review. This
has taken the number of
such folios to a new high
of 12.89 crore, represent-
ing 69 per cent of the total.

Investors flocked to equi-
ty funds due to the rally
seen in the last few years.

Also, Hybrid funds
added 3.31 lakh folios in
the period under review,
taking the total count to
1.35 crore. On the other
hand, folios in debt sche-
mes dropped by 72,940 to a
total of 70.92 lakh.

Some mutual funds have
also outperformed market
indices, drawing investors
in search of higher
returns. — PTI

to earn hetter: Report

ket, that is more crucial.
“An average large cap
stock is generally less
volatile than a small and
mid-cap stock. However,
the small and mid-cap
segments may offer many
opportunities for poten-
tial higher growth in the
long run. The mid-cap
segment is a good invest-
ment option for investors
seeking to invest via the
long-term SIP route, it
said. Starting a SIP early
and running it for the long
term is more important
than what frequency one
selects,” the study said.

CBIC ALERTS
PUBLIC ABOUT
PARCEL SCAMS,
FRAUD CALLS

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

The government on
Sunday asked the pub-
lic to stay alert and dis-
cern the modus operan-
di of fraudsters com-
mitting fraud in the
name of Indian cus-
toms. The Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC)
has launched a compre-
hensive public aware-
ness campaign to coun-
teract such scams.

“Various incidents
have come to light
through news portals or
social media platforms
of fraudulent persons
posing as Customs offi-
cers cheating the public
of their hard-earned
money across the coun-
try. These frauds are
primarily done using
digital means like pho-
ne calls or SMS, and are
focused on extracting
money through the pur-
ported fear of penal
actions,” the CBIC said
in a statement.

“The fraudsters pos-
ing as courier officials
target the unaware peo-
ple claiming that cus-
toms have held a pack-
age and requires pay-
ment of customs duties
for releasing,” it said.

Victims are made to
believe that their pack-
age has been seized by
customs due to illegal
contents. The fraudst-
ers threaten legal acti-
on or fines and demand
payment to resolve the
issue.

The CBIC also advised
the public to take meas-
ures to safeguard them-
selves from becoming a
victim of such scams.

I-T relief needed

for lowest slab in
Budget, says CII

New Delhi, June 16:
Income tax relief for the
people in the lowest slab
may need to be considered
in the upcoming full
Budget for 2024-25 consid-
ering the high levels of
inflation, according to
newly-elected CII presi-
dent Sanjiv Puri.

In an interview, he also
suggested creation of an
institutional platform for
consensus building betwe-
en the Centre and states to
successfully carry out all
reforms, including those
related to land, labour,
power and agriculture.

The industry body also
said it does not see com-
pulsions of coalition poli-
tics hampering the refor-
ms in the third term of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Instead, it believes
that the performance of
the Indian economy and
the success of policies in
the previous two stints
would set the base to
accelerate the process.

“Broadly, I would say at
this point of time it is
public capex, adherence
to fiscal glidepath, roadm-
ap for investment in the
social infrastructure,
green fund and greater
investment in the rural
sector. These are the
broad principles,” he said,
when asked about CII’s
expectations from the
upcoming full Budget for
2024-25.

As per CII's estimate, he
said inflation is “probably
going to be around 4.5 per
cent this year” on the
back of an expected good
monsoon, which led to
moderation of food infla-
tion in the past.

On the tax side, he
added, “What we are sug-

@ CREATION OF an
institutional platform
for consensus building
between the Centre
and states to
successfully carry out
all reforms, including
those related to land,
labour.

gesting is that the process
of simplification should
continue. There are cer-
tain suggestions relating
to capital gains, which are
different for different
instruments. Can it be
rationalised?”

Puri further said there
are some operational diffi-
culties in tax deducted at
source (TDS) and multi-
plicity of rates and CII
would prefer simplifica-
tion of these.

“...over a period of time
as far as customs is con-
cerned, we should move to
a three-tier structure, pri-
mary at the lowest level,
intermediates in between
and then the finished
goods and all over a peri-
od of time should be mod-
erate rates with some
exclusions, as deemed
appropriate,” he added.

Puri said he expects the
RBI to cut the key interest
rate somewhere in the sec-
ond half of the current
financial year starting
from October.

—PTI

Mahindra to make batteries locally

New Delhi, June 16:
Mahindra Group is look-
ing for partnerships with
global players for local
production of battery
cells in order to cater to
expected increase in dem-
and for electric vehicles in
the future, according to a
top company executive.
Mahindra Group manag-
ing director and CEO
Anish Shah said the com-
pany is looking at a 2030

@ GROUP IS looking for
partnerships with
global players for local
production of battery
cells in order to cater
to expected increase in
demand for electric
vehicles in the future.

timeframe for the possible
listing of its electric vehi-
cle arm Mahindra Electric
Automobile Ltd (MEAL).

“One area that we con-
tinue to look at more
closely is cell manufactur-
ing and that is something
where there are various
considerations. If we feel
it’s essential for us, we
will look at a partnership
for cell manufacturing,”
he stated.

He further said: “We will
look at a global technology
partner, and potentially at
private equity partners as

Tata Nexon sales hit 7L mark

MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, JUNE 16

Tata Motors celebrates 7
lakh units’ sales mile-
stone in 7 years of its best
selling compact SUV Tata
Nexon.

The Mumbai-based com-
pany has announced bene-
fits of up to %1 lakh to
mark the occasion.

Tata Nexon was first
launched in September
2017 and was India’s first
5-star safety rated car at
Global NCAP.

Buyers who have booked
a Tata Nexon and are
awaiting delivery and
those bookings afresh or
wanting to upgrade their

BIG | ACTION | M&AS see resurgence in deal value, volume this year

Market to be buoyant for small cos

New Delhi, June 16: PwC
India anticipates an
upswing in the India mar-
kets, especially in small to
mid-size merger and
acquisition (M&A) trans-
actions and growth fund-
ings driven by increasing
investors’ confidence.

The 2023 witnessed the
emergence of a nuanced
M&A landscape, with
investors showing inter-
ests in diverse strategies
and larger-scale ventures,
even amid an overall
decrease in PE investm-
ent, said Sanjeev Krishan,
chairperson, PwC India.

While private equity
(PE) deals were higher in
volume, strategic deals
dominated the top deals -
and domestic deals with
group-level consolidations
were a prominent theme.
The first quarter of 2024
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il .

@ SECTORS LIKE
e-commerce, healthcare
and biotechnology,
renewable energy, EVs
and EV infra, infrastruc-
ture, banking, financial
services and insurance,
IT services show exciting
prospects.

marked a resurgence in
deal value and volume.

According to a PwC
report, top 10 deals of 2023
included JV buyouts,
strategic investments, PE
buyouts, and stock merg-
ers, and contributed to 21
per cent of the total deal
value.

“On a sectoral basis, tra-
ditional sectors including
retail and consumer and
healthcare and pharma-
ceuticals are in the lead.

We anticipate an upswing
in the India markets, espe-
cially in small to mid-size
M&A transactions and
growth fundings,” he said.

The optimism around
M&A, he said, is based on
three key factors - the
improving financial mar-
kets indicate an increase
in investor and CEO confi-
dence; deal-making has
reached an inflection
point with pent-up buyer
demand and a build-up in

seller assets; and acceler-
ating global megatrends
have created a need for
firms to reinvent their
business models, which
can be accelerated
through M&A.
According to Krishan,
sectors like e-commerce,
healthcare and biotech-
nology, renewable energy,
EVs and EV infra, infra-
structure, banking, finan-
cial services and insur-
ance, IT services show
exciting prospects.
“Going forward, we
could expect a shift
towards growth funding
and a possible venture
capital revival. We could
also see an increase in
controlling stake deals,
and a rise in portfolio
exits through capital mar-
kets and IPOs,” Krishan
said. — PTI

existing Nexon to the
updated version can avail
of this offer.

Tata Motors said the
first one lakh cars were
sold in 25 months follow-
ing the launch and by
April 2023, over 5 lakh
Nexons were on Indian
roads. The SUV has sold
over 3 lakh units in the
last two years alone (2022

and 2023).

In 2018, the Tata Nexon
became the first Indian
car to receive a 5-star
GNCAP safety rating, set-
ting a new benchmark for
the Indian automobiles.

The Nexon.ev also
received the prestigious 5-
star rating from Bharat-
NCAP this month.

Nexon comes at a start-
ing price of %7.99 lakh and
goes up to %17.65 lakh for
the top variant.

“The Nexon has set new
standards in design, safe-
ty, comfort and driving
pleasure,” said Vivek
Srivatsa, chief commer-
cial officer at Tata Passen-
ger Electric Mobility.

Paytm may offload
events ticketing hiz

Mumbai, June 16: Paytm
is in talks with Zomato to
sell its movie and events
ticketing business,
according to people famil-
iar with the matter, as the
beleaguered fintech firm
carves a revival strategy
amid weakening sales.
The discussions between
Paytm, officially known
as One97 Communicatio-
ns, and online food deliv-
ery firm Zomato are in
advanced stages, though
there are other suitors for
the business, the people
said. Talks are ongoing
and no final decision has
made, the people said.
Paytm last month
reported its first sales
decline on record, and
vowed to trim non-core
assets. It also warned of
job cuts, reflecting the fall-

+

out from regulatory acti-
on on Paytm Payments
Bank that curtailed much
of the fintech’s business
and forced it to forge new
partnerships with
lenders. Paytm does not
disclose standalone num-
bers for its movie and
events ticketing business.
It reported annual sales of
%1,740 crore in fiscal year
2024 in its marketing serv-
ices business, which inc-
ludes movie and events.
The sale will allow
Paytm to sharpen its focus
on travel, deals and cash
backs - businesses that are
important to broaden its
merchant base and grow
its own sales. The pur-
chase could help Zomato
to expand its digital busi-
ness into a new high-gro-
wth area. — Bloomberg

well because we will not
put the entire capital.”
The initiative, if it materi-
alises, would enable local
production of battery
cells in India, Shah said.
“The only reason for us
to do it is to indigenise in
India. Therefore, if we go
down that path, it will be
in India,” he said when
asked if the production
facility would come up in
the country. — PTI

h HYDROGEN 1

ESSAR GROUP TO
SET UP HYDROGEN
UNIT IN JAMNAGAR

New Delhi, June 16: Essar
Group plans to invest
30,000 crore over the
next four years in setting
up a green hydrogen plant
at Jamnagar in Gujarat as
the metals-to-infrastruc-
ture conglomerate eyes
clean energy as a key pil-
lar for its new phase of
growth.

The conglomerate is
looking to decarbonise its
oil refinery in the UK,
construct a green steel
plant in Saudi Arabia,
and build an LNG and
electric ecosystem to
decarbonise  long-haul
heavy trucks, Prashant
Ruia, director of Essar
Capital, which manages
the group’s portfolio of
investments, said.

It is also considering an
entry into mining of criti-
cal minerals, mainly used
in electric vehicle batter-
ies, solar panels and
wind-turbine magnets.

Essar Future Energy
plans to develop 1
gigawatt of hydrogen
capacity along with asso-
ciated green molecules
capacity of 1 million
tonne per annum in
Jamnagar over the next
four years, he said.

Essar will use 4.5 GW of
renewable energy by a sis-
ter concern Essar Renew-
ables to split water mole-
cules to produce hydro-
gen and oxygen. — PTI



Bangladesh look to
seal Super 8 spot

angladesh will look to iron out

their flaws and seal the second
Super Eight spot from Group ‘D’
when they take on a tricky Nepal
in the T20 World Cup in
Kingstown, St Vincent and the
Grenadines, on Monday.

With four points, Bangladesh are
all set to progress further in the
tournament from the last group in
the competition but a spirited
Nepal will pose a strong threat.

Even though they have not yet
won a game and are out of race for
the next round, Nepal’s confidence
will be sky high after they nearly
pulled off a win against South
Africa and will be keen on fulfill-
ing their dream of beating a Test-
playing nation before signing off.

The equation for Bangladesh,
however, could change if they lose
to Nepal by a big margin and the
Netherlands manage to do the
same against a struggling Sri
Lanka ? an unlikely scenario
indeed but this tournament has
thrown its share of surprises.

SRI LANKA WANT TO
SIGN OFF ON A HIGH

Wary of the Dutch firepower and
current form, the 2014 champions
Sri Lanka, who are placed fifth in
Group D, will take on the third-
placed Netherlands in Gros Islet,
St Lucia.

Already out of reckoning for the
Super Eight round, Sri Lanka’s
pride will be at stake given they
have had a tournament to forget,
marred with multiple issues on
and off the field.

For the Scott Edwards-led
Netherlands team, there will be a
great deal of motivation to bring
out their best and hope for a big
win as well as luck to favour them.

Netherlands have notched wins
in two out of three games in this
tournament yet they find them-
selves nearly eliminated in a tight
Group D, from which South Africa
have already sailed through.

Pakistan register
a consolation win

ormer champions Pakistan

beat Ireland by three wickets to
register a consolation win over
Ireland in their inconsequential
T20 World Cup match in
Lauderhill, USA, on Sunday.

Pakistan and Ireland have
already been eliminated from the
tournament with India and debu-
tants USA progressing to the
Super Eight from Group A.

Left-arm pacers Shaheen Shah
Afridi and Mohammad Amir
wreaked havoc with the new ball,
helping Pakistan restrict Ireland
to 106 for nine.

Shaheen finally came to the
party, albeit in a lost cause, return-
ing with impressive figures of
3/22, while Amir scalped two wick-
ets for 11 runs as Pakistan bowlers
ignited fire on a damp pitch after
electing to bowl.

Imad Wasim (3/8) bowled bril-
liantly while Haris Rauf (1/17)
also accounted for a batter.

Gareth Delany (31 off 19) and
Mark Adair (15 off 19) shared cru-
cial 32-run stand for the seventh
wicket to keep Ireland in the game.

Pakistan made a heavy weather
of the chase as they were reduced
to 57 for 5 in 9.3 overs before skip-
per Babar Azam (32 not out) and
Abbas Afridi (17) did the repair
job.

Barry McCarthy (3/15) was the

pick of Ireland bowlers.
Brief scores: Ireland 106/9 in 20 overs
(Gareth Delany 31, Shaheen Shah Afridi
3/22, Imad Wasim 3/8, Mohammad Amir
2/11) lost to Pakistan 111/7 in 18.5 overs
(I;fisl’:))ar Azam 32 not out; Barry McCarthy
3 .
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Australia sink brave Scots as England advance

Gros-Islet (Saint Lucia),
June 16: Australia saw
off a determined chal-
lenge from Scotland to
claim a five-wicket victo-
ry in a decisive final
Group ‘B’ match of the
T20 World Cup for both
teams at the Daren
Sammy Stadium in St
Lucia on Saturday.

Replying to the Scots’
180 for five, their highest
total in a T20 World Cup
match, half-centuries
from Travis Head (68 off
49 balls, five fours, four
sixes) and Marcus
Stoinis (59 off 29 balls,
nine fours, two sixes)
paced them to the target
and a 100 percent win-
ning record in the group
with two balls to spare.

Tim David’s unbeaten
24 off 14 balls finished
the job to lift Australia
to 186 for five.

But he required a gen-
erous slice of luck when
dropped at deep mid-
wicket before finishing
off the match with a
huge six in the same
direction off the next
ball from seamer Brad
Wheal.

That result also elimi-
nated Scotland and
allowed title-holders
England, winners earli-
er in the day over
Namibia in a rain-affect-
ed match in Antigua, to
qualify for the Super
Eights phase of the com-
petition alongside their
arch-rivals by virtue of
a better net run-rate
than the Scots.

“The plan was the
usual: get yourself in,
play shots along the
ground and then take it
from there,” said Man-
of-the-Match Stoinis in
explaining the strategy
through his innings and
the 80-run fourth-wicket
partnership with Head.

“l was just trying to
keep him there, keep
him batting and it
turned the game, even
though he got out in the
end.”

Earlier, Brandon
McMullen led the
Scottish effort with a
topscore of 60 off 34
balls (two fours, six
sixes) after they were
put in.

His ultra-aggression,
and support from opener
George Munsey (35) in
an 89-run second-wicket
partnership, pushed the
scoring rate up to ten
runs per over. However
Australia were able to
regain a measure of con-
tainment when
McMullen fell to leg-
spinner Adam Zampa in
the 12th over.

Despite a Dbattling
unbeaten 42 from skip-
per Richie Berrington,
only 69 runs came off
the last 52 balls of the
innings when Scotland
would have been looking
to put up a total in
excess of 200.

— AFP

Australia’s Marcus Stoinis plays a shot on way to his 59 against Scotland during their
T20 World Cup match at the Darren Sammy National Cricket Stadium in Gros Islet, St
Lucia, on Saturday. Australia won by five wickets.

England win rain-affected
match against Namibia

Antigua and Barbuda,
June 16: Reigning champi-
ons England maintained
their bid to reach the sec-
ond round of the T20
World Cup with a 41-run
victory in a must-win

group game against
Namibia in Antigua on
Saturday.

Anything other than an
England win would have
seen Jos Buttler’s men
knocked out and they
were left fearing an early
exit when rain delayed the
scheduled start by three
hours.

England, in a match

eventually reduced from
11 to 10 overs per side by a
fresh shower, collapsed to
13/2 after losing the toss.

But a stand of 56
between the Yorkshire
duo of Harry Brook (47
not out off 20 balls) and
Jonny Bairstow (31)
helped take them to a total
of 122/5.

Namibia were left with a
target of 126 under the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern
method for rain-interrupt-
ed matches.

But they were never up
with the required run-rate
against England's new-

— AP

ball duo of Reece Topley
(0-6 in two overs) and
Jofra Archer (1/15), with
the non-Test nation finish-

ing on 84-3.
Victory took England
level on points with

Scotland in Group ‘B’ but
with a superior net run-
rate. — AFP

Brief scores: England 122/5 in
10 overs (Harry Brook 47 not
out, Jonny Bairstow 31; Ruben
Trumpelmann  2/31) beat
Namibia 84/3 in 10 overs
(Michael van Lingen 33, David
Wiese 27; Jofra Archer 1/15,
Chris Jordan 1/19) — via DLS
method.

SCOREBOARD

Scotland: George Munsey
¢ Ellis b Maxwell 35,
Michael Jones b Agar 2,
Brandon McMullen ¢ Starc
b Zampa 60, Richie
Berrington not out 42,
Matthew Cross ¢ Agar b
Maxwell 18, Michael Leask
c Starc b Ellis 5, Chris
Greaves not out 9. Extras
(w-7, 1b-2) 9. Total (for 5
wickets in 20 overs) 180.
Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-92, 3-
111, 4-136, 5-152.

Bowling: Ashton Agar 4-0-
39-1, Mitchell Starc 4-0-31-
0, Nathan Ellis 4-0-34-1,
Glenn Maxwell 4-0-44-2,
Adam Zampa 4-0-30-1.
Australia: Travis Head c
Jones b Sharif 68, David
Warner ¢ Berrington b
Wheal 1, Mitchell Marsh ¢
sub (Tear) b Sharif 8,
Glenn Maxwell b Watt 11,
Marcus Stoinis b Watt 59,
Tim David not out 24,
Matthew Wade not out 4.
Extras (w-5, Ib-6) 11. Total
(for 5 wickets in 19.4
overs) 186.

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-34,
3-60, 4-140, 5-155
Bowling: Michael Leask 4-
0-39-0, Brad Wheal 3.4-1-
28-1, Mark Watt 4-0-34-2,
Chris Sole 3-0-33-0,
Safyaan Sharif 4-0-42-2,
Chris Greaves 1-0-4-0.

ICC MEN’S
T20 WORLD CUP
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—1{POINTS TABLE——

B GROUP A}

TEAMS P'W L  NR:Pts: NRR
INDIA 4 3 0 1 7 @ +1137
USA 4.2 1 1 5  +0127
PAKISTAN 4 2 2 0 4 40294
CANADA 41 2 1 3  -0493
IRELAND 40 3 1 1 @ -1293
S CROUP B)
TEAMS P'W L  NR:Pts: NRR
AUSTRALA 4 4 0 0 8  +2791
ENGLAND 4.2 1 1 5 @ 43611
SCOTLAND 4 2 1 1 5 4125
NAMIBIA 41 3 0 2  -258
OMAN 4.0 4 0 0 @ -3.062
I GROUP C
TEAMS P W L NR Pts: NRR
AFGHANISTAN 3.3 0 0 6  +4230
WESTINDIES 3 3 0 0 6  +259%
NEWZEALAND 3 1 2 0 2  -0.241
UGANDA 41 3 0 2  -4510
PNG 3.0 3 0 0 @ -0.886
'GROUP D'
TEAMS P.W: L NR:Pts:NRR
SOUTHAFRICA 4 4 0 0 8  +0470
BANGLADESH 3.2 1 0 4 . +0478
NETHERLANDS 3 1 2 0 2  -0.408
NEPAL 3.0 2 1 1  -029
SRI LANKA 3.0 2 1 1 0777

Low scores make Kohli
hungry, says bat coach

MOSES KONDETY
LAUDERHILL (FLORIDA,
USA), JUNE 16

Virat Kohli has scores of
1, 4 and 0 in the three
matches India has played
at the T20 World Cup so
far. Batting coach Vikram
Rathour sees a positive in
the dasher’s downturn
though. “No concern at
all,” he says, adding “He
has been batting superbly
from the tournament
(IPL) that he came from.
Couple of dismissals here
doesn’t change anything,
he is batting really well.”

Rathour feels early exits
will spur the Superstar,
who continues to be the
all-time leading scorer in
T20 World Cups with 1,146
runs in 28 innings at an
average of 67.4. “Actually,
it’s good that he is a little
hungrier, he is really keen
to do well and is switched
on. It’s a good space to be
in as a batsman, I think,”
he said.

India open their Super
Eight stage with a game
against Afghanistan on
Thursday in Barbados as
the cricket caravan moves
to the West Indies. It
should be a different ball
game in the Caribbean,
given the quality of pitch-
es there. The New York
wicket — where India
played all their games
with the match against
Canada here in Lauderhill
abandoned — was certain-

Players of Canada pose for photographs with Virat
Kohli (third from right) after their T20 World Cup match

was called off due to wet outfield on Saturday.

ly not up to international
standard.

Rathour sees a Kohli
turnaround coming.
“Looking forward to some
good games and watch
some good innings from
him,” he said.

Team India would have
loved some match time.
“We were really looking
forward to playing a game
and expecting better bat-
ting conditions than what
we got in New York... it’s
disappointing, but that’s
something that we can’t
control. As a team you
don’t want to lose the
momentum that you've
gained,” the former
Indian opener said of the
washed out match against
Canada.

Covers, or lack of them,
at the Central Broward
Regional Park Stadium

— AP

here were a concern.
Overnight rain had ren-
dered patches in the out-
field wet as the entire
ground could not be pro-
tected. Rathour preferred
to play safe. “This ques-
tion should be asked to the
ICC people. I don’t know
why they didn’t have
enough covers,” he said.

As the American leg of
cricket’s showpiece comes
to an end, India have sent
a couple of extras
Shubhman Gill and Avesh
Khan home. Rathour says
that was the script: “Some
reserve players are being
released. This was the
plan from the beginning
— when we come to the
US, four players will come
together, after that two
will be released and two
will travel with us to West
Indies.”

| WOMEN'S | CRICKET |

Smriti, spinners hand
India massive victory

Bengaluru, June 16;: Smriti Mandhana’s resolute hundred and a
disciplined bowling effort, led by spinners Deepti Sharma and
Asha Shobana, piloted India to a huge 143-run win over South
Africa in the first women’s ODI here on Sunday.

India now lead the three-match series 1-0, and the second game

will be played here on June 19.

Mandhana’s sixth ODI century (117, 127 balls , 12x4s, 1x6)
formed the fulcrum of India's competitive 265 for eight on a slug-

gish Chinnaswamy pitch.

Then the Indian bowlers worked their magic around the South
African batters to bowl out the visitors for 122 as debutante leg-
spinner Asha (4/21) led the show with a frugal spell and was well-

supported by offie Deepti (2/10).

Pacer Renuka Singh (1/30) gave India the perfect start, dismiss-
ing the in-form South Africa skipper Laura Wolvaardt in the first

over itself.

Wolvaardt had no answer for an excellent nip-backer from
Renuka that clipped the top of her off-stump.

The Indians soon fetched the wickets of Tazmine Brits and
Anneke Bosch as the tourists slumped to 33 for three.

The experienced Marizane Kapp (24, 39 balls), who hammered
Renuka for successive four and six, tried to revive the innings

with Sune Luus who fought well with a 33.

— PTI

Brief scores: India 265/8 (Smriti Mandhana 117, Ayabonga Khaka 3/47) beat
South Africa 122 in 37.4 overs (Sune Luus 33, Asha Sobhana 4/21).

4’*

Dortmund (Germany),
June 16: Italy recovered
from conceding the fastest
goal in European
Championship history to
begin their title defence
with a 2-1 win over
Albania on Saturday, after
Spain made a dream start
to their campaign by beat-
ing Croatia 3-0.

Albania went ahead after
just 23 seconds against
Italy in the Group ‘B’
opener in Dortmund as
Nedim Bajrami scored to
the delight of their huge
support.

Bajrami’s strike
destroyed the previous
record for the quickest
goal at the Euros, of 67
seconds by Dmitri
Kirichenko for Russia
against Greece in 2004.

However, Italy kept their
calm and equalised when
Alessandro Bastoni head-
ed in at the back post on 11
minutes, before Nicolo
Barella’s glorious effort

Italy’s Nicolo Barella (left) celebrates after scoring
against Albania during their Euro 2024 Group ‘B’ match

in Dortmund, Germany, on Saturday.

put them ahead just past
the quarter-hour mark.
That proved to be
enough for the Euro 2020
winners, with Davide

— AP

Frattesi coming closest to
adding another for the
Italians as he hit the post
before half-time.

“It was a negative situa-

Italy begin title defence with win

tion but we did really well
to turn it around,” said
Italy’s Federico Chiesa,
who played in the final
three years ago when they
came back to beat England
on penalties despite con-
ceding inside two min-
utes.

Italy, whose line-up at
kick-off featured only five
players who started that
final against England,
now move on to a heavy-
weight showdown with
Spain on Thursday in
Gelsenkirchen.

Spain, the three-time
European champions,
made a dream start to
their campaign as they
tore apart a disappointing
Croatia at the
Olympiastadion in Berlin.

Alvaro Morata broke the
deadlock before the half-
hour mark and Fabian
Ruiz soon made it 2-0, with
Dani Carvajal getting the
third goal just prior to the
interval. — AFP

+

ANKITA GETS AN INDIVIDUAL
OLYMPIC QUOTA IN ARCHERY

Antalya (Turkey), June
16: Ankita Bhakat out-
played Gabrielle Monica
Bidaure of Philippines to
enter the quarterfinals of
the Final Olympic
Qualifier here on Sunday;,
and the effort also helped
her seal an individual
quota in women’s archery
for next month’s Paris
Games.

Ninth seed Ankita
cruised to a 6-0 (26-23, 28-
22, 28-23) win over her
40th seeded rival in the
pre-quarterfinals.

India thus have secured
individual quotas in both
men’s and women’s sec-
tions. Dhiraj
Bommadevara had
secured the men’s indi-
vidual quota from the
Asian qualifying leg earli-
er. In the earlier rounds,
Ankita had defeated
Shelley Hilton 6-4 (24-26,
25-25, 28-20, 25-25, 27-25)

and Mikaella Moshe 7-3
(28-25, 25-27, 27-27, 28-25,
26-25), both from Israel, to
make it to the last-16.

Third seed Bhajan, who
got a bye into the round of
32, overcame
Urantungalag Bishindee
of Mongolia 6-2 (29-27, 28-
26, 26-29, 27-24) is also in
the fray for a podium fin-
ish and will take on Urska
Cavic of Slovenia in her
pre-quarters.

The individual quotas
are allotted to the top-
eight nations. Each coun-
try gets one individual
quota.

DEEPIKA FALTERS

Earlier premier Indian
archer Deepika Kumai,
who qualified as second
seed, suffered an embar-
rassing opening round
defeat to little known
Yaylagul Ramazanova of
Azerbaijan. — PTI



