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| Riya Sharma . . baaki sab upset hain ki main Eid pe unke h .
i ; Ly saath nahi ioon. Jasmine (Bhasin) Ut- | The Eid we
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to Jammu to celebrate Eid with his fami- of our close friends,” says the Yeh Hai T it f
Iv. “I have a shoot the day after, so I won't be Mohabbatein actor, recd 'd\n“:':':ﬂ lng‘ or
able to go home this time. Mumimy, papa aur
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GAdding Ra'kumar tO my name iS Fashion | Style | Decor | Luxury
my Way Of honourlng my legacy, OVER 250+ OF THE FINEST DESIGNERS

.Sridevi §

the three grandsons of legendary Kannada actor Dr Raj-
kumar, and son of actor Ramkumar, Dheeren says it was
a conscious decision to add his grandfather’s
name to his own. “In February, I visited Kateel,
Udupi and Koragajja temples. The priests
there, after blessing me, suggested that [ add
my grandfather’s name, because it is not just a
name but a legacy. When I met filmmakers
Karthik Gowda and Yogi G Raj, they were excit-
ed about this new name, which resulted in col-
laboration and thus, relaunch. As one of his grand-
sons, I feel responsible to carry forward that name and legacy 1
am now Dheeren R Rajkumar; the R stands for Ramkumar, my
father,” says the actor who is currently gearing up for his re-
launch in the Kannada film industry with renewed zest. Ex-

cerpts from a chat: CONTINUED ON 'S4

D heeren Ramkumar is now Dheeren R Rajkumar, One of

‘As a star kid, your name can
only getyou so far, ultimately, it .
is talent that matters more’ says Faut

Dheeren recognises that while his name may open now
doors, talent is the key to keeping it open. "On Friday, Dheeren R

people may come to see my film because | am so-and- Rajkumar;

so's grandson. But, by Monday, people will go watch the 'R’ B AN G ALO RE
my film purely because of my talent and not the name stands for
| come with. If one cannot perform, there is no way Ramkumar,

the audience will accept you both on screen and off my father” NE A
screen, irrespective of legacy,” says the actor. 10 am - 8 pm | Valet Parking | Entry fee Rs.100
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ocusmg on environmental sustainability
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Why do women
work? The answer
may just surprise you

nless you are a wom-
an who identifies
herself as vour fami-

1¥'s sole breadwinner, socie-
ty assumes yvou work be-
cause you ‘like’ to do so, or
worse, are looking for a
partner. And once in a rela-
tionship with someone
who's ‘well established’, vou
are happy to give it all up.
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Teachers of Ryan
International School,
Vasant Kunj

Singer, performer and
voice-over artiste Saba
van International School, Rvan Pinto (CEQ, Ryvan Group) Azad, who also happens to
R Vasant Kunj, hasbeennamed  says, “Committed to fostering be Hrithik Roshan's girl- —
one of the top 10finalists for  eco-consciousness, Ryan Interna- friend, £
the prestigions World's Best School  tional integrates environmental L B A : s turned the
Prize for Environmental Action education across all grades. The aofte LR TEES i i ! spotlight Lost a career bECHUSE pED[ﬂE ﬂ-lsml;%_h[
2024 by T4 Education, in collabora- school has pioneered projects 4 - on this re- : T ore: od
tion with Accenture, American Ex-  such as hvdroponics units, biogas @ <) : . — S ”’ - ality ina ] QEIIILIJEEE? l‘kiﬂ#‘:ﬁlﬂﬂ
press and the Lemann Foundation. plants and the DABAT project, Ryan Pinto with students during the series of s
This recognition highlights the promoting agricultural efficiency ~ Each One Plant One campaign Our school is committed to fﬂSfEl'iﬂg posts that spoke about how she lost out on assignments
school’s dedication to environmen-  and sustainability. Notably, our of Water Scarcity secured a . di once it became public that she was dating one of the big-
tal sustainability. project Mitigating the Effects top-five position at the Climate : €co-conscious ness an Infegrates gest Bollywood stars. It was assumed, as she found out lat-
Change Challenge at COP 28 environmental education across all grades er, that she no longer needed to ‘work’. ,
in Dubai. competing against ~ Ryan Pinto Sa_ba s lpng post raises some serious questions on how
43 muntfies .-, we view ﬂlI‘!glE women. IWh}f isit that once a woman gets
Further emphasising itsenvi-  ©d with this honour, which recog-  ulate our students and teachers Itito a ralatianslip her Jdentityis sulistned by that of
ronmental commitment, nises our commitment to environ-  for their dedication and commit- her partner’s? Or does the professional currency she has
the school received rec- mental stewardship.  ment. Beyond academics, we in- accumulated amount to nothing, as she is denied oppor-
ognition from the Min- y E It acknowledges the  stil in students a sense of social tunities she has proven herself worthy of? In fact, Dia
Sk of Erovitoribient significant strides responsibility, empowering Mirza was one of the actors who came out in support of
for planting over 5,000 =p Wwe've made in safe- them to make a positive differ- the artiste, saying this 1s sadly the story of “every wom-
saplings in Delhi guarding our plan- ence in society.” She further adds, an in the industry” . . . )
through its Each One et's future. Thopeed-  “We are also proud that Ryan In- Saba calling out this “regressive and patriarchal
Plant One campaigr. ucators everywhere  ternational School, Vasant Kunj, mindset resonates - not because it is about Bollywood -
Dr Grace Pinto (MD, will be inspired by has been nominated for the an industry we lﬂi:’e to follow, filscuss ant:_l occasionally
A g T e Ryan Group of Schools) ; detail *  the example set by World's Best School Community diss. But because it 1s something many single, successful
Students are encouraged tobe = shares, “We are delight- i T:;E{}l:cn:dsé AN gurschool. I congrat-  Choice Award.” women have faced in various stages of their lives and re-

lationships. While some have soldiered on, despite the
hurdles, others have learned to compromise and eventu-
ally allowed their career ambitions to take a backseat.

LE'SU RE Indra Nooyi, one of the most influential CEOs in the
world, has been vocal about the need for a complete over-
I R haul in our work culture, to bring back and retain the

& mindful about the environment

m i iaition “MESH"W = best talents across industries. And they often happen to
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WE“ 220 functioning laughter clubs, B
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...Devika V Menon & Neha Krishna N
eople say that laughter is the language
of the soul, which is probably why Ben-
galuru has the most number of laughter

clubs in the country- around 220 of them.

“Most laughter club meetings take place in a

public setting, like a park, and the majority of

the members there are seniors,” explains Dr

Madan Kataria, a medical doctor from Mumbai

popularly known as the ‘Guru of Giggling’.

“What amuses me is that about 70-80 per cent

of the members of the club are women. There's

no doubt about it, women like to laugh more,”
he exclaims.

A typical session lasts for an hour, says
Madan. “The first 15-20 minutes consist of
stretching and some yoga-based movements,
along with clapping and chanting to stimulate
acupressure points. Then, the laughter starts,
along with deep breathing,” he explains, add-
ing that it is now more like a community in it-
self, with people celebrating life,

‘Laughter is for everyone’

Archana, who conducts sessions on
laughter yoga in the city said that she
remembers two of her sessions. One, where
she interacted with grave diggers and
another, a participant who had just lost
her husband. "The sessions for the grave
diggers was to be held at a graveyard,
but | requested for it to be moved and we
saw 150 people join us. Then, at a session
at a Bengaluru park, we were joined by

a woman who had just lost her husband.
She made sure to attend the laughter club
regularly, despite dealing with the loss."
she says, adding, "These experiences
made me realise that laughter is for every
one of us!"

"

R i"*‘h |i--_

In the morning, we usually see business enthusiasts and
homemakers joining us, prepping for the long day ahead.

In the evenings, we see mostly IT professionals and
students who are looking for something to relax

and rejuvenate with
- Parvathi J, professional wellness coach

Nage Mane:
A hub for
laughter

clubs

Called Nage Mane

is a park situated in

-

=

g
§ o

Both happened: Siste
s

The US cricketer's father and
sister in Mumbai talk about his. -*

journey to the US, his love for | ¢

‘He's vegan,
and loves
the food our

home food and Bollywood, ™ mom Enukes at
and how love has been h;mﬁ .
T T - Nidhi, who works in an
pﬂurlng In fﬁr hlm m:liuertising firm, s::ws that
before Saurabh moved to
_Aakanksha Ahire the US, weekends at home

would be spent relishing
good food. "My mother is ¢
great cook, and while dada
is a vegan and | am a non-
vegetarian, we would gorge
on the stuff mom cooked for
us, especially sandwiches,”
remembers Nidhi. Earlier,
the Netravalkars used to
stay in a 1BHK apartment
in Mumbai. “There were
six of us, including our
grandparents. We always
had guests, which is why
we enjoy spending time
with friends and family even
today.”

Nidhi says that Saurabh
teases her a lot, but as a big
brother, he's very caring and
protective. "He ensures | am
doing well and respects my
choices in life. While dad and
| have been supporting the
Indian team, we also wanted
dada to perform well - and
both have happened!" she
says, smiling.

is star turn for the US
cricket team in the T20
World Cup may have
grabbed headlines, but when Sau-
rabh Netravalkar moved to America, he
used to play cricket as a hobby over the
weekends. “This happened after one his
coaches recommended that he join a
recreational club,” savs his sister Nidhi,
who’s busy planning a trip to visit her
‘Dada’ in the US to celebrate his suc-

CRSS.

As friends and family stream into
their Mumbai home to congratulate the
Netravalkars, Saurabh’s proud father
Naresh — himself a cricketer in his youth
— remembers how Saurabh showed great
potential at the voung age of nine, when
he was selected to play an academy from
among 300 Kids. “Saurabh is enjoying
playing in the World Cup. He had called
after the India match, and we discussed
how he got Virat Kohli's wicket by aim-
ing for the off stump,” says Naresh, one
of whose proudest moments was when
Saurabh was selected to play for India in
the Under-19 World Cup in 2010.

Saurabh Netravalkar in the
T20 World Cup and during his playing
days in India

E il
i

nd his sister Nidhi with their parents -

ﬁ_;.ii}.
Saurabh a

BENGALURU IS TALKIN

engalureans surely do understand t

(laughter house) this

Jnana Ganga Nagar in
Bengaluru. Along with
being a regular park,
it is also a place where
laughter clubs conduct
laughter yoga sessions.

We supported India, but wanted Dada to do well.
on Saurabh Netravalkar
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HOW LAUGHTER CLUBS IN
BENGALURU BEGAN:

Madan had started this concept in Mumbai, in
1995. Around that time, the late engineer BK
Satyanarayan was in Mumbai, at his son's place,
resting a broken leg. That's when he saw the
concept. "He reached out to me and told me that
he wanted to recreate this in Bengaluru, and in
1998, Bengaluru had its first laughter club!
Called ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating Outside),
it found a place in Madhavan Park in Jayanagar.
“From there, the concept spread like wildfire,"
shares Madan.

How being part of a laughter
club can benefit you:

@ Laughter club activities include a basic amount
of breathing and yoga exercises

@ Regularparticipation atlaughterclubs leadsto
health benefits like a stronger immune system.
It also reduces stress

‘These clubs teach you
how to face life, head on’

Though said to cater more to senior
citizens, people who have a rigorous
day can also just join in and laugh.
“The session begins with deep
breathing exercises, gradually moving
to spontaneous acts to begin laughing
hysterically. A hack that I'd like to share is
to lock yourself up in the bathroom and
laugh your guts out before a stressful
meeting. It doesn't necessarily have
to be loud, but it should hurt your
gut. That way you will instantly
feel better, and you also go do
absolutely well in your meeting,”
shares Jyoti, a regular at her
laughter club nearby.

@ 70 to 80 percent of club members are women,
fostering a sense of community and safety

Laughter clubs now exist in 120 countries, and people

are keen to be a part of it since there are health benefits
to it, like a stronger immune system and reduced stress. It
also changes your mood in less than a minute and also keeps
your mind positive during challenging times

- Madan Kataria

Dada and | can watch shows

like Sarabhai vs Sarabhai and
Khichdi for hours. The two of us
bond over movies like Welcome,
Dhamaal, Bhagam Bhag and Hera
Pheri. He's always funny and goofy
around me - Nidhi Netravalkar, sister
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CHOOSE YOUR HEARING CLINIC WISELY ! %2?}

¢ Lead by Audiologist Dr Sathya Ranna Ph.D
# 27 Years of operations
¢ Quality Diagnostics
# State of the art Hearing Aids
Free Service and Maintenance Visit
# Rehabilitation Council of India Approved
# Authorised Centres
® Value for Money
¢ Shreya Active Free Extended warranty Safe

HOME VISITS Purchase between 17th to 22nd June
994563315 ypto 25% Discount on certain Hearing Aids

We CLelicve it 20eird ~relaHiosaslig
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Fids about cherishing your famil; 4 Serthermi fies defamatio

f['lends and We“-WlsherS’ Says Aly Yuva-Sridevi divorce petition

JUNE 12, 2024
Tejas Kudtarkar S Rajkumar & Sfldevl leUrCe- Sapthami Gowda

CONTINUED EROM =1 mera utna achcha uthna

baithna bhi nahi tha par

this will be the first
time in many years

:MA]N EIDI SE APNE main unke ghar jaake baith Cﬂ_star namEd in legal nDtlce
FAVOURITE TOYS. SHOES  /aata thajab tak woh Eidi el
LETA THAB ACHP:U;N r:-:'?th:f dete :hay {_Eaughs}. Phir

s 'E > MEI ”' WOH M,ERI BEST CEE;E;:{E}EE?TF;EH iflfﬂ?ﬁfzg:'ﬂijﬁﬂst here has been a twist in the case sur-

Pl S MEMORY HAI memory hai Eid ki,” shares I rounding the divorce spat between

For Aly, Eid is all about spend-  the Bige Boss 14 contestant. Kannada actor Yuva Rajkumar and

ing quality time with loved

that he wouldn't be ones, eating good food and ‘MERE SAB FRIENDS Ei}sn“‘%f;gxﬁr;dﬂfiiau}?uad iﬁf&?}l}gg??ngﬁa
Tﬂ'g:'ﬁ::r:z he dressing up. “Bachpan mein FEAII[EJ'RIEEGDI-mF AATE HAIN relationship with his co-star Sapthami Gow-

khushi hoti thi jab Eidi milti
thi, ab deni padhti hai. But I
have so many fond memories
of Eid. Growing up. I would
wake up really early
and get ready for the

da. In her reaction, Sapthami has now
moved court against her with a defamation
case for mentioning her name in the peti-
tion, seeking Rs 10 crore in damages. She
has also sought a public apology from Sride-
vi. Submitting the plea, Sapthami is said to

While Aly will be missing his
home this Eid, he says
that the day is about
love, s0 people
spend time with

festivities. Pehle oM |7 theirfriends have told the Court that she has nothing to
toh raat koneend ' EO .4 andfamily il do with Yuva besides being his co-star in his
nahtaalt th s & ) | N theyare film, and that her name was dragged into
khushise ki kal ¢ /% 1, gy around. the case for no fault of hers. The City Civil
Eid hai, phir Rz ¥ : % 4 “Sabkesaath court has now sent notice to Sridevi, taking
uske baad sab 1 I B 'é., § Exdmanas, o cognisance of Sapthami’s petition. TN
relatives ke I g ™ g f E ﬁag;ﬁ:e hi;‘nends f
rhar jaand, ' I} P : ai unko T R
éEest igart tha - h‘n ghar pe bu-
Jab Eidi milti Y et === TN lao aur ach- . .
niwouava (A L=y weamana Heartbroken: Badshah issues apology
the entire year for - khilao.
things like shoes, toys ~ Mere ghar pe
or anything else that I wanted Jab bhi Eid hoti

hain mere saare
dost aate hain, They wait for
Eid. And mere young fans ko
vahi kahunga ki jo bachpan
mein Eid banti hai na woh
hade hoke nehi milti hai.
Bachpan ki Eid is the best
Eid, jitna uss mein ji safkte ho,
utna jivo. Eid Mubarak,” the
actor wishes his fans.

after cutting short Dallas show midway

adshah on Saturday
B apologised to fans af-
ter he had to cut short
his concert in Dallas, US,
due to a “discrepancy” be-
tween local promot-
ers and the pro-
duction com-
pany’.
In an Ins-
tagram
post, the
singer-rap-
per wrote, “Dal-
las, I'm s0
heartbroken
and bummed

to buy. Tab gharwale itna leke
dete bhi nahi thay, aur tab fi-
nancial situation aisi nahi thi.
So, jo bhi cheez pasand aati
thi, main wait karta tha aur
Eid ke din rishtedaron se jo
Eidi milti thi woh jodta tha.
Jab kuch paise kam padh
Jaate thay toh aise logon ke
ghar jaata tha jinke saath

about what happened today
You guys are incredible and
deserve better. I was really
looking forward to perform-
ing in yvour city but due toa
discrepancy between

/) the local promoters
0 #/ and the production

0. company [ was
_? forced to cut short
*  the set,” he said. The
. a8-year-old musician
said promoters need to
be better equipped, especial-
lv for large-format shows, as
it takes a big amount of en-
ergy to put together. PTI

| would wait the entire year for things like shoes, toys or

anything else that | wanted to buy. Tab gharwale itna leke
dete bhi nahi thay, aur tab financial situation aisi nahi thi

Growing up, | would wake up really
early and get ready for the Eid
festivities. Pehle toh raat ko neend nahi aati
thi khushi se ki kal Eid hai, phir sab relatives
ke ghar jaana

0
-

Badshah is curren tly on a
tour tothe US and Canada
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Actress Amy Jackson had a fun-filled bachelorette party with her girl
squad on a private jet in France recently. The actress got engaged to
Gossip Girl actor Ed Westwick in January, and the two celebrated their
engagement party in March

To revive the Kannada film industry, stars
should champion fresh talent, says Dheeren

CONTINUED FROM [='1

IT'S THE PERFECT TIME
FOR A RELAUNCH AND
FRESH START FOR ME’

MOUNI ROY and
her husband
SURAJ NAMBIAR
posing in front
of the colourful
Casa Batlio

and enjoying

a sunny day in
BARCELONA,
SPAIN
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A mom left a newborn
baby out of Dolly

Parton's home

Those Were The Days singer Dolly
Parton once shared a scary fan
moment. She said she opened her door
to find a newbom baby, named Jolene,
addressed to her with a note saying
the baby had been given away by her
"momma” to be looked after by Parton.
The country star called the Department
of Health and Human Services and
cared for the baby until they arrived.

My debut film Shiva did not
release at the right time, We
were supposed to release
that film in 2019, but be-
cause of multiple delays and
Covid, it was pushed to 2022.
Amid all this, I lost my big-
gest strength, Appu maama
(uncle Puneeth Rajkumar),
in October 2021. Shi-

v 143 did not

fare well at the

box-office for

multiple rea-

sons, and now

it's been al-

most two vears

since its release.

Appu maama wWas even
planning a movie for me. He
said he was finalising a sto-
rv and told me to get ready,
Sadly, that never happened.
It would've been a complete-
ly different path if things
had worked out. Two yvears
later, I feel this is the perfect
time for a fresh start. I'm
back with renewed energy
and, of course, a new name,

'STARS SHOULD
PRODUCE MORE FILMS,
INTRODUCE NEW,
YOUNG TALENT

Kannada cinema is facing a
challenge with a massive de-
cline in footfall at theatres. I
think there’'s no single cul-
prit, but several contribut-

Dheeren R
Rajkumar; (inset)
with his uncle, the
late Puneeth
Rajkumar

Kannada cinema has a

90-year legacy of
entertaining the audience,
and we have to carry it
forward more responsibly.
4y We must make sure we also semissiiies

we. WOrk hard =SEEsseUnga (AR e Py
g 1.,? -M.._. 3 _hegren_ﬂ Rajkumar !

o A, gl-l L
ﬁ::l"""r.""'- r'

revive the Kannada film in-
dustry, I believe stars should
open up more production
houses and introduce new
and voung talent through
them. When a film comes

with a star’'s stamp-of-ap-
proval, a lot more people can
become invested in it. Also,
that way, more cinemas will
be made, which will keep
the mechanism running.

ing factors. Sure, stars tak-
INg A Vear or more per pro-
ject can limit the number of
films released. And this, in
turn, can lead to a lack of
fresh content for audiences.

Today, a project needs a lot
of effort and time than be-
fore because the competi-
tion is tough. As stars, they
need to deliver what is ex-
pected of them. In order to
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Will proposed NRI quota in K'taka govt
med colleges boost students’ interest

NRI seat quota beyond the existing student intake may dilute the quality of education

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

ecently, the Karnataka

government has requ-

ested the National Me-
dical Commission (NMC)iorat
least b% NRI supernumerary
seats forits government medi-
cal colleges with a view to ut-
ilising the funds for students’
development and research.
Unlike regular MEES seats in
government medical colleges,
education in NRI seats is un-
subsidised. The private medi-
cal colleges in the state, on
the other hand, already have
15% reservation for NRI seats
to help run their institutions.
If the NMC gives its nod, Kar-
nataka will join states such
as Rajasthan, Himachal Pra-
desh, Haryana, Punjab and
the Union Territories of
Chandigarh and Puducherry,
in having NRI quota seats in
their government medical
colleges, though gquestions
persist as to whether an in-
crease in such seats will help
maintain the standards of
medical education.

Talking to Education Ti-
mes, Dr BL. Sujatha Rathod, di-
rector, Directorate of Medical
Education, Karnataka, says,
“Should the proposal be gran-
ted, it will give better interna-
tional exposure to our stu-
dents in government medical
colleges. Additionally, these
colleges will have better fun-
ding for medical rese-
arch and develop-
ment processes.” "
“We are proposing

the NEI quota as E‘

SUPSINUIMEerary
seatssothatthe :
general merit- i
based sanctio-
ned seats do
not get affec-
ted,” she
adds.

There -
are 22 me- Wy

}

[STOCK

Karnataka has 24
government
medical colleges
including two run
by central govt

dical colleges under the De-
partment of Medical Educa-
tion, Government of Karnata-
kawhichhas anintake capaci-
ty of 3450 seats for the year
2023-24. The proposal sug-
gests the need to create 163
supernumerary seats as aga-
mst the intake capacity of
3,450 seats for which the an-
nual fee in the range of $25000
to $30000 may be considered.

Time-tested system

In Karnataka, since only priva-
te medical colleges are allo-
wed to take NRI students, it is
reported that students pay
between Rs 1 crore to Rs 2.5
crore for the MBBS course. “In
private medical colleges, the-
e are b% seats
that come under
the management
gquota and 15%
which are NRI
quota seats.
This method of
seat sharing is
as per the con-
sensual agre-

ement between the govern-
ment, consortium of colleges
and the universities, and this
15 a time-tested system which
has existed for the last five-six
yvears. No student, including
the NRIs, is considered eligib-
le to seek admission without
passing NEET and taking part
in the Karnataka Examination
Authority (KEA) counselling
which is an online and trans-
parent process. What we are
asking for is a small number of
supernumerary seats, so that
it does not impact the merito-

rious students, especially
from the underserved areas,”
Dr Rathod says.

Discussing the seat matrix
and its wider implications in
the context of medical educa-
tion in the state, Dr B Srinivas,
secretary, NMC, says, "They
can have b% NRI seats within
theexisting studentintake. By
introducing the supernume-
rary quota, the Minimum
Standard Requirements

i
1

5

\/,: o

(MSR) will change. An increa-
se in the number of seats will
involve increasing the faculty
numbers tomaintain the requ-
ired faculty-student ratio in
addition to increasing the col-
lege infrastructure to mainta-
in the standards of quality me-
dical education. As a contrast,
in private medical colleges,
the NRI guota 1s not supernu-
merary, hence the teacher-
student ratio is not impacted
due tothe seat reservation.”

Introducing an NRI quota
in government medical colle-
ges in Karnataka, especially
with unsubsidised seats, co-
uld boost the colleges financi-
ally, helping them upgrade in-
frastructure, invest in rese-
arch, and offer modern faciliti-
@s, says Dr Somashekhar SP,
chairman - Medical Advisory
Board, Aster DM Healthcare -
GCC & India, but he claims
there is a worry looming over
this move. "It might inadver-
tently lead to more privatisa-
tioningovernment medical in-
stitutions. Right now, annual
fees in these colleges are alre-
ady quite steep, hitting aro-
und Rs 80,000. For many
struggling students that is not
an affordable option. If we add
an WNRI quota, there 15 a fear it
could signal a green light to
further hike fees, making it
even tougher for deserving
meritorious students from
less privileged backgrounds
togetin,” he says.

Karnataka, according to
him has altogether 24 govern-

\ment medical colleges of

which two - ESIC Medical
College and Hospital, Gulbar-

~ | gaand ESIC Medical College
. and Hospital,

&

et the central govern-

Rajajinagar,
Bangalore — are run by

~i ment. There are
7,995 MBES se-

ats in 46 priva-
medical
colleges of
the state.

NMC may have a policy to help FMGs
with shortened internships

Ayushi.Guptal
@timesgroup.com

he National Medical
I Commission (NMC) is
working on finalising a
policy under which Foreign
Medical Graduates (FMGs)
can take biannual medical
practical skill examination.
The aim is to test the climcal
skills of the FMGs through a
practical examination, and
once it is cleared by the stu-
dent, the NMC will waive off
the remaining internship te-
nure of their Compulsory Ro-
tatory Medical Internship
(CRMI), according to an offici-
al source.

The proposed policy can
help in finding a middle gro-
und for FMGs who were dis-
appointed after the NMC re-
leased a circular on June 7,
2024, suggesting an increase
n the existing internship te-
nure by 12 months. “The
NMC has a responsibility to
keep up with the interest of
patients as well as medical
professionals. Concerned

Equal stipend

FMGs are facing difficulty in finding internships after
clearing the Foreign Medical Graduates Examination
(FMGE). Their demand to get equal stipend as Indian
Medical Graduates has led to the unwillingness of medical
colleges to provide them seats and train them, as it is
straining the resources and funds of the medical colleges
and other medical institutions. “The demand of FMGs to
get stipend has backfired as the number of seats thatcan
provide them internship along with a decent stipend are
low, causing FMGs loss of time ,” says an official source,

nual practical examination
was proposed, however, it is
just a suggestion and not a
full-fledged policy,” says the
SOUICe.

Waiting game
As per the eligibility criteria
of NEET PG, candidates must
complete their intermship on
or before a specific date. Due
tothedelay ininternship

will waste another year befo-
re they could apply for the
NEET PG exam, says a Tamil
Nadu FMG, member, AFA. “1
pursued MEES from Kyrgyz-
stan in 2023 and cleared the
FMGE January 2024 session.
T have been waiting since Fe-
bruary as the seat allotment
process in Tamil Nadu i1s very
different from other states.

seat allotment, FMGs

abouttheinefficiency and ze- §#*

ro practical exposure of the
FMGs, a period of two to
three years of internship
was announced earlier by
the NMC. However, there
are certain challenges at
the grassroots level that
FMGs are reportedly facing
regarding internship seats
and stipends. To counter
such issues, a policy of bian-

Everywhere else, medical co-
uncils verify documents after
FMGs have already initiated
their internships. In Tamil
Nadu, the wverification pro-
cess has three major steps
which take around 34
months,"” saysthe member.
There are around 600 stu-
dents whohave been waiting
to start their intermship in Ta-
mil Nadu; some have moved
out to Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka, and other states
after getting frustrated with
the system here, Tamil Nadu
FMG adds. Denying the cla-
ims of delay, Dr Muruganat-
han, ad hoccommittee conve-
ner of the Tamil Nadu Medi-
cal Council, says, “"Some stu-
dents have submitted their
details to the embassy and
have their vernfication pro-
cess pending. It has nothing
to do with the state medical
council. Once they get the No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
and wverification certificate
from the embassy, the Tamil
Nadu Directorate of Medical
Education(DME)will begin
the process of assigning
seatstothe FMGs.”

The Undergraduate
Medical Education Eo-
ard (UGMEB) under the

NMC hadreleased acircu-

lar asking the FMGs to
continue their internship
for another year. The circu-
lar stated that FMGs are ob-
taining the compensatory
certificates “maliciously”.

SC not in favour of changes in NEET UG counselling schedule

Ayushi.Guptal @timesgroup.com

preme Court (SC) that after the

recommendations of the high-
powered commitiee, it has decided to
cancel the grace marks from the score-
cards of 1,563 candidates. NTA has pro-
vided two options — first, to accept the
revised scores without the grace marks.
Second, to appear for a re-exam on June

T he NTA recently informed the Su-

23, 2024. Meanwhile, SC has not put a
halt on the counselling process, candi-
dates can actively take part in it. The
benchof Justices Vikram Nath and Sand-
eep Mehta heard the petition filed by a
NEET educator Alakh Pandey, Talking
to Education Times, Rohit Jain, counsel
on record for Pandey, says, "The 5C does
not want any major change in the coun-
selling schedule. It will take necessary
action if any discrepancies are found.”

“"Many students arenot mentally and
financially prepared for the re-exam.
Their families have put in 100% of their
resources which assured them a good
score, 5o why will they take the exam
once again? The past few days have
been distressing for students,” says an
aspirant from Gurugram, who scored
T10outof 720 marks imNEET UG 2024,

The SC will hear the case on July 8,
once the court resumes after break.
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Thanks to supernumerary quota, girl power rules

In the past five vears, there has been a notable rise in the number of female candidates successfully cracking JEE Advanced

Sonal.Srivastava
(@timesgroup.com

supernumerary quota for
Awomen in IIT undergrad-

uate courses, parental
support and encouragement,
and better availability of online
preparatory resources have in-
creased the number of female
candidates cracking the JEE
Advanced exam and entering
the IIT system.

For the JEE Advanced 2024
exam, 42,947 female candidates
registered; 41,020 appeared and
7964 cleared the exam. The num-
ber of females who cleared the
exam in 2024 is higher than in
2023, when 7,509 women cleared
the exam. In 2022, at least 35,124
females registered for the JEE
exams, 33,608 appeared. and
6,516 qualified for the exam. In
2021, at least 6,452 females qual-
ified the exam; 35.121 females
registered for JEE Advanced
2020, of which 32,851 appeared
and 6,707 qualified. Of the total
qualified candidates in 20189,
5,356 were females.

There are several reasons for

Earlier, many girls clearing the exam

did not join IITs because they wanted
to be closer to their hometowns

Surging figures show a promising future
For the JEE Advanced 2024, at least 42,947

online, This has also playved a
major role,” adds Rao. IIT-PAL
video lectures for classes X[ and
X1I students are prepared by IIT

hometowns. Earlier, both of
these were major concerns.
Manyv girls clearing the JEE Ad-
vanced did not join II'Ts because
thev wanted to be closer to their
homes, and second, they were
more particular than boys in
the choice of branch. Today,
there are enough role models in
schools for girls to emulate.
They can see how girls from
their schools have cracked the
exam and think it is within
their reach,” sayvs Professor
Ramgopal Rao, former director,
IIT Delhi and Group vice-chan-

¥
i |

the increase in women cracking = |

the JEE Advanced exam fore-
most among them is the super-
numerary quota. “IITs intro-
duced a 20% supernumerary
quota in 2018. Over the past five
vears, it has made it easier for
girls to get a branch of their
choice in an IIT closer to their

cellor of BITS Pilani.
‘A study conducted by IIT

female candidates registered; 41,020

appeared and 7,964 cleared the exam. The
number of females who cleared the exam
in 2024 is higher than in 2023, when 7,509

women cleared the exam. In 2022, at least
35,124 females registered for the exams,

professors/subject experts to
help students better understand
the subjects and prepare for
competitive exams. The videos
are telecast on the Human Re-
source

Delhi’s faculty members found
that 20% of girls qualified for
the JEE Advanced examination
before the introduction of the
supernumerary quota, but only
8% joined the IITs, and the rest
12% preferred to join NITs and
IIITs. It was mainly for two rea-
sons: they wanted to be close to
their homes and were more par-
ticular about their choice of
branch thamwbeys,” adds Rao.
Besides the'‘supernu-
merary quota, the availa-

33,608 appeared, and 6,516 qualified for
the exam. In 2021, at least 6,452 females qualified the exam:
35,121 females registered for JEE Advanced 2020, at least
32,851 appeared and 6,707 gualified. Of the total qualified
candidates in 2019, over 5,356 were females.

bility of high-quality online
preparatory materials enabled
female candidates to prepare
for one of the toughest exams in
the world. “IIT Delhi intro-

duced the IIT-Professor

]
>

'

Assisted Learning (IIT-PAL)
programme, which was subse-
quently matched with the
SWAYAM portal. Now, several
preparatory materials by IIT
_ %ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂlt} are available free of cost

Development (HRD)
Ministry's Swavam Prabha
Channel and can be accessed on
Doordarshan DTH Channel 22,

Pushing the envelope

Several IITs are running out-
reach programmes to popularise
STEM among school students.
For example, lIT Madras aims to
reach 50,000 government school

students by 2026 in seven >

states through the Sci-
ence Popularisa- it

Autorickshaw driver’s
son cracks exam, eyes

admission into 11'T-B

Parth Is determined to support
his family, aspires to build a
full-fledged career in research

Ayvushi.Guptal@timesgroup

aving witnessed his mother work asa
Hdﬂmestit help and father as an au-

torickshaw driver, propelled Parth
Vaity to work hard and secure AIR 367 in
JEE Advanced 2024. He plans to get a
high-paying job after graduating from [T
Bombay and move to a decent house from
their modest single-room dwelling in the
suburbs of Mulund, Mumbai.

“I want to help my parents financially af-
ter graduation, I am hoping to get admission
to Computer Science Engineering (CSE) at
IIT Bombay or IIT Delhi. According to the
last vear’'s cut-off, my rank and marks can
secure a seat at IIT Delhi. I have chosen the
CSE branch as I know it can help me get a
high-paying job. My priority is to help my
family financially” says Parth. “My parents
have worked hard all their lives to support
my education,” he adds.

Parth scored AIR 367 and OBC rank 50
with 267 marks in JEE Advanced 2024. Earli-
er, in JEE Main, he scored AIR 3092 with an
OBC Rank 591. Talking about the high fees at
coaching centres and how he managed to get
a scholarship, he says, “I appeared for a
scholarship exam conducted by a coaching
institute, where I secured above 90%. Seeing
my marks and potential, the coaching centre
provided me with a full scholarship and
study material. It was in class X when I start-
ed preparing for the JEE.”

| read books on
. Physics and

explored new
concepts discussed at
various seminars, and

research papers
- Parth Vaity

Taking to Education Times about his
preparation journey, he says, “I used to at-
tend coaching classes after school, and after
completing the classes, I would focus on fin-
ishing the assigned homework, followed by
practising additional study material. The
preparation journey was rigorous and full of
enthusiasm for me. I was just an average
scorer in school but worked hard for JEE.”

Parth has a particular inclination to-
wards science, especially Physics. In class
IX, he realised he wanted a career in sci-
ence. He says, “I decided to pursue a career
in science because I liked Physics the most.
After conducting detailed research, I
learned about the IITs and their excellence
in science education. Since then, I have
aimed to join one of the IITs. Whenever |
had time besides my JEE preparations, I
read books on Physics and explored new
concepts discussed at various seminars,
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at mistakes, says Ved
who sets new record with 98.61%

Top ranker’s journey, marked by exceptional performance in Chemistry, highlights his
strategic emphasis on conceptual understanding and the support of his family

Sonal.Srivastava
timesgroup.com

ed Lahoti from Indore has
‘ ; broken all previous records
in the JEE Advanced exam,
achieving the highest marks ever
with a score of 355 out of 360, an im-
pressive 98.61%. Securing AIR 1, the
17-year-old now aims to pursue Com-
puter Science at IIT Bombay. His ex-
ceptional performance, particularly
in Chemistry and Physics, reflects his
strategic focus on conceptual under-
standing over rote learning.

He scored the maximum marks in
Chemistry. “The JEE Advanced pa-
pers were moderate to tough as usu-
al, but it was relatively easier com-
pared to the past two vears. In Phys-
ics, I focused more on the conceptu-
al part rather than rote learning
because if concepts are not clear,
vou will not be able to solve the
problems,” savs Ved.

He started preparing for the exam
two years ago. Hailing from Indore,
he studied at SICA Senior Second-
ary School and Rankers Inter-
national before moving to
Kota to prepare for the JEE.
“I moved to Kota because the
competition available here
is not available in other
places. The best students
from across the country
come to Kota to prepare for
JEE Advanced,” says Ved.

“I did not take any pressure

Students maintaining a balance
between all subjects is crucial

| overcame my
preparation

Privadarshini.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

hogalapalli Sandesh, 17,
hailing from Hvderabad,

who secured AIR 3 in notes, and
open category in the JEE Ad- consistently
vanced 2024, says recognising practising
the need to allocate time and Mathematics.
focus based on individual - Bhogalapalli
strengths and weaknesses is Sandesh

key to cracking the exam.
Sandesh who now aims to pur-
sue Computer Science and Engi-
neering (CSE) at IIT Bombay;,
started preparing for JEE when
he was in class VIII. He says that
initially he had no knowledge
about the IIT entrance exams,
and developed an interest only
after seeing his elder brother
take coaching for JEE. The influ-

writing short

pled with his elder brother’'s
pursuit of studying at II'T, fuelled
Sandesh’s aspiration.

“I joined Narayana CO in
class VIII and studied there till
class X. After that, I joined
Naravana's junior college in Hy-
derabad. As my interest lay in
Mathematics,

on myself, and even if I did not do
well in the tests, my parents sup-
ported me. I did not entertain any
negative thoughts, and that helped
in the long run,” adds Ved.
“I did not have any fixed hours of
study. I studied according to my in-
terest and devoted 11-12

Two
years are

sufficient to prepare
for JEE if students
get sound advice from
teachers who have more
experience. It is important
for aspirants to follow

thier advice.
- Ved Lahoti

for the JEE entrance exams,” he
says, adding, “After completing
my graduation, I would like to
work for a couple of years. My
ultimate dream is to crack the
UPSC examination and serve the
nation as a civil servant.”

challenges by

and

Freguent ﬂi“aﬁti{E tests

It was fun preparing for the ex-
ams, says Sandesh, while adding
that he also faced several chal-
lenges, such as difficulty in
memorising Chemistry con-
cepts, basic facts in Physics, and
solving Maths questions quickly.
“] overcame these challenges by
writing short notes for Chemis-
try, reading Physics theory, and
consistently practicing Maths.
My parents and teachers kept
me motivated and helped me

hours of study every day, giving
equal attention to all three subjects:
Maths, Physics, and Chemistry ini-
tially Towards the end, when I real-
ised my strengths and weaknesses, 1
started giving more time to my weak
areas,” says Ved.

He believes In taking short breaks
during intense study sessions. “The
10-12 hours were not in one go. I stud-
led for three to four hours, then took
30-minute breaks in between. I would
talk to friends and family during
these breaks, which helped me relax,”
savs Ved. He feels that students must
stay away from social media as it
takes up a lot of time, which is detri-
mental to those preparing for en-
trance exams. His advice to those
preparing for the JEE Advanced is to,
“Listen to yvour teachers. They have
more experience, so it is very impor-
tant to follow their advice, Practice a
lot and take mock tests, and never re-
peat your mistakes, because if vou
repeat your mistakes, the entire pur-
pose of preparing for the JEE is de-
feated,” Ved advises.

He says that his real inspiration
is his love for Mathematics, and
since childhood, he enjoyed solving
Maths problems and taking on new
challenges at varving levels of diffi-
culty. Talking about how he pre-
pared for JEE in two yvears, Ved savs
that two vears are sufficient to pre-
pare for JEE if students get sound

advice from teachers and fol-
low that advice.

o
d

Z

tion Program in Vernacular Lan-
guages to popularise science and
provide career guidance in re-
gional languages. Recently, IIT
Guwahati organised sessions for
3,311 school students in 12 batch-
es to promote STEM. Over 2,000
participants were girls, repre-
senting approximately 63% of
total student strength. IIT Dhar-
wad is translating STEM-related
resources and career guid-
ance-materials-related resources
into Kannada so that students
can better understand complex
concepts and career options.
“Higher education in Science
is an attractive proposition due
to the worldwide focus on Wom-
en in STEM. In India, the
performance of women

= === students at the school lev-
e

el in Mathematics and
Science has been consist-
ently good, and it 1s heartening
to see the numbers in higher
education pick up as well,” says
Prof Preeti Aghalayam, dean,
School of Engineering and Sci-
ence and director-in-charge,
Zanzibar campus, IIT Madras.

She adds that the impact of
several measures to raise aware-
ness about women's education
has been positive, including sup-

"\ porting top performers among

female students and the increas-
ing number of women pushing
the boundaries and striving

to carve an educational path

-**-’E of their choice.

Shehwaaz. Khan
(ewiimesgroup.com

i Aditya, who secured an

AlIR 2 in the JEE Advanced

with 346 marks out of 360,
this achievement is just one
among many remarkable accom-
plishments. Currently in Malay-
sia representing India at the
Asian Physics Olympiad 2024,
Aditya attributes his success to
hard work, consistency, and time-
ly preparation. He wishes to pur-
sue Computer Science at either
IIT Bombay or IIT Delhi.

Hailing from
Delhi’s Pitampura,
Aditya started pre-
paring for JEE ex-
ams in class [X. He
scored 285 marks
out of 300 in JEE
Main. “In class IX
and X, I focused on
building a solid
foundation to pre-
pare for the exam,”
says the 17-year-
old, adding, “Once I reached class
X1, my preparation became rigor-
ous, and I ensured I completed the
syllabus on time so I could revise
all the subjects.”

Aditya studied at DAV Public
achool in Pitampura and joined
coaching to prepare for the exam.
“During my preparation, [ con-
centrated on clearing the basic
concepts of each topic. Whenever
I had doubts, I reached out to my
teachers and mentors to clarify
them. After that, I practised those
topics regularly and solved prob-

media, but |

- Aditya

During my study
breaks, | would
go for a walk

or even scroll
through sacial

made sure not to '
get distracted.

Tracking progress, identifying
areas for improvement are key

lems so that [ was confident about
my preparation,” he says.

He woke up asearly as 8 am and
studied until midnight. “The first
thing I did in the morning was an-
alyse how well [ had prepared the
previous day and planned my
schedule accordingly This activi-
tv helped me keep track of my
preparation and identify areas
where I needed improvement,” he
savs. Aditya adds, “Taking breaks
is as Important as sticking to a
schedule. During my study
breaks, I would go for a walk or
even scroll through social media,
but I made sure
not to be distract-
ed by it.”

Among all the
subjects, Aditya
was most confi-
dent about scor-
ing well in Phys-
ics. However, he
faced challenges
in Chemistry, es-
pecially with top-
ics like Organic
Chemistry, “I took mock tests and
solved problems regularly to im-
prove my performance in Chemis-
trv” In his free time, Aditva loves
to code on his computer: He be-
lieves in healthy competition
and has participated in various
science contests, Including Ol-
yvmpiads. “The preparation for
JEE Advanced covered all the
syllabus for these competitions.
However, there were some addi-
tional topics that I prepared spe-
cifically for my Olympiad compe-
titions,” adds Aditya.

amnagar's
Mishra secured AIR 6 in the JEE Ad-
vanced exam by participating in var-
ious national-level Olympiads, practising
time management strategies, solving 50
guestions in four hours, and through his
tenacity to achieve his goal of gaining ad-
mission into one of the older 1ITs.
Born to an Air Force officer, Rajesh Ku-
mar Mishra, and mother Namitha Mishra,
Rajdeep has dreamt of being an [ITian

Understanding
the examn pattern,
plan, regular revision
. sessions, and guidance
from faculty were crucial
to my success.

Olympiads are an excellent
means to reinforce concepts

Avushi.Guptal
@timesgroup.com

17-year-old Rajdeep

creating a study

since childhood. “I began JEE prepara-
tion early, diving into topics typically cov-
ered in classes X1 and XII. I also focused on
participating in wvarious Olympiads,
which helped me a lot. The early prepara-
tion gave me a head start on topics that are
often considered difficult,” he says,
“Tused to study for over 14 hours a day,
allotting time slots for Mathematics,
Chemistry, and Physics. I dedicated two
hours in the morning to revising theory
and the rest of the time to pen-paper prac-
tice. I divided my practice time into slots,
with a target to solve at least 50 questions
in each slot,” Rajdeep adds. He followed a
strategy of practising model question pa-
pers from previous vears. “Using the on-
line platform and having already covered
maost of the theory during my JEE Mains
preparation became my strength during
the Advanced preparation. My exam strat-
egy emphasised time management and a
deep analysis of the test format,” he says.

and research papers. I want to move abroad
to establish a full-fledged career in the field

of research.” Parth adds.

ence of his parents, who are gov-
ernment schoolteachers, cou-

Physics,
Chemistry, [ enjoved preparing

Shuddhanta.Patra
timesgroup.com

vik Das from West Bengal, has

emerged as the overall topper

rom the [IT Guwahati zone
with a Common Rank List (CRL) 69 in
JEE Advanced.

Curious about how stars, planets,
and other things in the universe worl,
Avik, a student of Mc William Higher
Secondary School, Alipurduar, made
up his mind to study Astrophysics at
the age of 10. Based on his JEE
Mains results (99.98 percentile),

he had enrolled at the Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc) Banga-
lore in Astrophysics.

navigate this process with ease,”
savs Sandesh.

¥ Not rote learning, but conceptual clarity is essential for success

The lIT Guwahati zone topper who sees future in Astrophysics says thorough analysis of mistakes helped him crack exam

An ardent admirer of Stephen Hawk-
ing, the world-famous theoretical physi-
cist and cosmologist, Avik says, “I as-
pire to become an astrophysicist and
make discoveries about the universe,

|
aspire
to become an
astrophysicist and
make discoveries about
the universe, develop new
technologies. | aim to
represent my country on
the global platform.

- Avik Das

' R g .— Rajdeep Mishra

Rajdeep relied completely on his online
coaching platform for last-minute tips.

develop new technologies, and also play
a role in space exploration. I aim to rep-
resent my country on the global plat-
form in the world of astrophysics.”

Besides JEE, he has also cleared the
NEET UG exam this vear scoring 705
out of 720. He stood first in the West
Bengal Higher Secondary Examina-
tion 2024 scoring 496 points and sev-
enth in the West Bengal Joint En-
trance Exam (WBJELE).

Hailing from Alipurduar, it was not
easy for him to clear the Engineering
exam in the absence of decent coaching
centres. Avik prepared for the JEE
exam through online coaching. He fol-
lowed the study materials and guid-
ance provided by his coaching

institute. “Online personalised classes
have bridged the rural-urban education-
al divide providing guality learning and
doubt-clearing sessions,” he says.

Besides coaching classes, Avik
gave sufficient hours to self-study. “I
studied for about 10 hours every day.
Regular practice tests and thorough
analyvsis of mistakes have been the
strategy behind cracking the exam.
A thorough preparation in Physics,
Chemistry, and Mathematics is nec-
essary for a good score.” He believes
in conceptual clarity over rote learn-
ing. Avik’s father, Pradip Kumar Das, a
science and Maths teacher at a govern-
ment school, has tutored him since
childhood.
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Skilling can enhance job prospects

States need to introduce impact-focused init

ndia has the largest youth po-

pulation in the world - accoun-

ting for around 40% of our total
population. Estimates by the Inter-
national Labour Organization (ILO)
suggest that the Indian labour for-
ce is set to grow by over 8 million
per anmam over the coming deca-
de, most of which will be driven by
youth entering the labour market.
Asacountry, we haveimmense po-
tential to leverage this demograp-
hic dividend —for good.

However, today, as the world
continues to evolve and hurtles to-
wards a digital future, as a country,
we must ensure that our young pe-
ople remain adaptive to such
change. Inthis context, the impera-
tive of continuing to upskill rema-
ins of utmost importance. Against
this backdrop, and in the pursuit of
building a bright and empowered
future, our government has under-
taken a series of impact-focused
initiatives to promote skill develop-
ment across the country.

Government policies

Complementing Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY),
the central government laun-
ched the Skill India Mission in
2015 to upskill and reskill the yo-
uth to meet the demands of a dy-
namicjobmarket. Asmanyas1.4
Crore young in-
dividuals have

Atal Incubation Centers
have played a pivotal
role by generating over
32,000 job opportunities

received training under PMEVY.
Out of these, 24 lakh individuals
have successfully secured pla-
cements, while 54 lakh have un-
dergone upskilling and reskil-
ling programs.

Theimpactof thegovernment's
efforts is reflected in the Pernodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) fin-
dings, showcasing a significant de-
cline in youth unemployment rates
fromm 17.8% in 2017-18 to 10% in
2022-23, with the youth LFFPR
(Labour Force Participatzion Ra-
te) expanding from 38.2% to
44 5% over the same period.

Furthermore, a monumental
stride was taken towards fulfil-
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Tech stacks powering  Board games fostering critical
seamless telemedicine thinking in design classrooms

consultation service

Telemedicine should be on the radar of education policy

specialists at national level, writes Prof Nisheeth Srivastava
ISTOCK

he word telemedicine 1s likely
| to conjure a vision of talking to
your doctor over a video call on
your smartphone these days. Howe-
ver, telemedicine covers a wide spec-
trum of medical services, from simple
phone-based consultations to exotic
telerobotic surgeries. Remote moni-
toring of an ICU patient’s vital signs,
remote examination of someone’s X-
ray films, and even therapy sessions
with a counsellor on the phone, all fall
within the gamut of telemedicine. Te-
lemedicine, 1n its varied forms, has
beenwithusfordecadesbuthasrisen
to prominence since the COVID-19
pandemic, when it became the prima-
ry mode of healthcare consultation
around the world due to lockdowns.

Internet-driven

We frequently take network connecti-
vity for granted in civilian life, buttele-
medicine acquires particular signifi-
cance specifically iInmany extreme re-
al-world settings wherein communi-
cation bandwidth is precarious.
Creating and maintaining ad hoc net-
works on oil drlling platforms in the
middle of the ocean, at high-altitude
military camps, and during disaster
management is a prerequisite for te-
lemedicine in such high-stakes situa-
tions. Even in more quotidian envi-
ronments, telemedicine Increases in
sigmificance, precisely as locations
become more remote and hence, less
likely to be served well by communi-
cation networks. Maintaining call fi-
delity under such low-resource condi-
tions requires expertise in signal pro-
cessing, computer networks, and In-
ternet of Things (IoT) technologies.

A particular challenge for doctors
in teleconsultation settings is how
they can assess a patient's well-be-
ing. Tacit knowledge about patients’
health is accessible much more easily
through physical interactions than
via a digital interface. Telemedicine
providers seek to make up for the defi-
cit in tacit understanding by presen-
tingacomprehensive view of the pati-
ent’s prior interactions with the he-
althcare system. India's National He-
alth Stack, maintained by the
National Health Authority, enables
health record interoperability by de-
sign. However, proper utilisation of
health records requires skill in health
informatics, fundamentals of medical
science, and comfort in working with
complex data schemes.

Finally, it is important not to lose

Proper utilisation of health
records requires health
informatics skills and
comfort in working with
complex data schemes

sight of the fact that a person’s deci-
sion to visit adoctorisnot the same as
taking a laptop to the shop for repairs.
Miness is accompanied by vulnerabili-
ty and a desire for reassurance, which
good doctors can address with a hu-
man touch.

Search for accuratedesign

Telemedicine can bridge the physical
distance between the doctor and the
patient, but not the psychic distance
bhetween two people whoare encoun-
tering each other serendipitously on-
line. Introducing an element of famili-
arity and reassurance to the patient’s
experience is a billion-dollar design
problem in telemedicine, for which
there do not yet exist particularly sa-
tisfactory solutions. Insights from
psychology, UX design, and commu-
nications studies are likely to be the
prime drivers of successful solutions
to this problem.

In addition to young people loo-
king to acquire skills, telemedicine
should also be on the radar of educa-
tion policy specialists at the national
level. The rapid greying of First World
populations, and India's simultaneo-
us English-speaking demographic
surplus, together mean that remote
delivery of healthcare services could
be a very valuable component of our
export slate, rivaling the IT and BPO
boom of the early 21st century in scale
and impact. Integrated skilling pro-
grams for telemedicine, such as the
ones currently being piloted at [OT
Kanpur's Gangwal School of Medical
Sciences and Technology (GSMST),
may hold the potential for unlocking
these opportunities.

(The author is professor, Depart-
ment of Computer Science & Engi-
neering, IIT Kanpur

ling the promise of creating 10 lakh
government jobs through Rozgar

i - ———

32,000 job opportunities, contri-
buting significantly to our emplo-

Mela, with over 8 lakh ymentlandscape.
positions already filled -
across 12 editions. Networking matters

In Maharashtra, a state that has a
network of 756 universities and mo-
re than 6,000 colleges and institu-
tiong, the government has placed
immense focus on the skilling and
upskilling of students and young
graduates. By aligning the state's
educational framework with the
central government's National
Education Policy (NEP), 2020 to
drive impact at scale and change
the way leaming happens in our
colleges and universities at pre-
sent, we have also established
robust collaborations with se-
veral stakeholders toenhance
emplovability.
To increase opportuniti-
es, we have forged strategic
partnerships with industry
leaders such as Infosys
and NASSCOM (National
Association of Software
and Service Compani-
es) to enable the stu-
dents to gain access
to skill development
COUIses, ensuring

The Atal Incubation
Centers (AIC) have
also played a pivo-
tal role by gene-
rating over
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By immersing themselves in games, students can sharpen their analytical abilities and learn to
approach design problems with a strategic mindset, writes Anjan Chakravorty

esign education has tra-
D ditionally been grounded

intheoretical knowledge,
technical skills, and practical
applications. However, as the
landscape of education evol-
ves, educators are increasingly
seeking innovative methods to
enhance learning outcomes
and prepare students for the dy-
namic challenges of the design
industry. One such method gai- -
ning traction is integrating board
games into design curricula. Board
games offer a unique blend of enter-
tainment and education, providing a
platform for students to develop essen-
tial skills such as creativity, critical thin-
king, collaboration, and iterative thin-
king. Here are the key areas where bo-
ard games can beused in classrooms:

Enhancing creativity

Creativity lies at the heart of design. Bo-
ard games catalyze creative thinking by
presenting players with diverse chal-
lenges and scenarios. Games such as
“Codenames” or "Dixit" encourage ab-
stract thinking and associative skills,
pushing students to explore unconven-
tional ideas and solutions. By engaging
withthesegames, students canexpand
their creative horizons, breaking free
from conventional design paradigms
and cultivating a more versatile appro-
ach to problem-solving.

Developing critical thinking

Critical thinking is a fundamental skill
in design, enabling students to analy-
se, evaluate, and synthesise informa-
tion effectively. Board games require
players to make strategic decisions,
anticipate outcomes, and adapt to
changing circumstances. Ga-
meslike “Settlersof Catan” or
“Risk” challenge students
to manage resources,
formulate long-term
strategies, and consi-
der the consequences of
their actions. By immer-
sing themselves in these ga-
mes, students sharpen their
analytical abilities.

common goal.

ving
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Promoting collaboration

Collaboration is essential in design,
where projects often require teamwork
and cooperation. Board games offer a
platformforstudents tohonetheir col-
laborative skills, Cooperative games
like “Pandemic” foster communica-
tion, teamwork, and collective pro-
blem-solving. By plaving these ga-
mes, students learn to appreciate di-
verse perspectives, leverage each
other's strengths, and work towards a

Encouraging iterative thinking

The iterative design process is a Ccor-
nerstone of design methodology, invol-
ving constant refinement and iteration.
Board games mirror this iterative app-
roach, requiring players to adapt their
strategies based on feedback and evol-
Games

clrcumstances.

iatives to promote skill development, writes Chandrak

Environment-friendly system

The Maharashtra govern-
ment is aware of the impact
of climate change on our
communities, infrastructure,
and the economy. With each
year consistently breaking the
record on several climate-fo-
cused indicators, we realise
that now it is more important
than ever to promote and
encourage climate empow-
erment and action, especially
among our students. As a
step in this direction, we have
partnered with UNICEF Mum-
bai — extending our efforts to
3000 colleges

and engag-

ing with 2

million youths

across 13 districts

that they are equipped for the pro-
fessional world.

atate partnership with Infosys
allows students to gain access to
an extensive range of skill deve-
lopment courses and resources
offered through the Infosys
springboard portal. Similarly,
with our government having joi-
ned forces with NASSCOM, the
premier trade body for the IT and
IT-enabled services industry in
India, our students are constantly
being able to access a diverse set
of skill development programs

Providing asafespace

forfailure

like

their work.

Encouraging creativity

Board games offer a multifaceted
approach to enhancing design :
education, providing a dynamic : magine a high school teacher, with no co-
platform for students to develop : I

essential skills and mindsets. By

encouraging creativity, critical
thinking, collaboration, and iter-
ative thinking, board games
prepare students to tackle the
complex challenges of the design
industry with confidence and
innovation. As design education
evolves, it becomes more impor-
tant to integrate board games into
the curriculum.

“Scrabble” or “Ticket to Ride" chal-
lenge students to refine their tactics
and adjust their approach in real time.
By engaging with these games, stu-
dents internalise this creative mindset,
understanding that logical reasoning is
essential for innovation in design.

Hence, incorporating board ga-
mes into the design curricu-
lum can take various forms,
from structured activities to
design projects. Educa-
LOIS can use games as
icebreakers to foster
rapport among stu-
dents or as tools for
teaching specific con-
cepts and skills.

(The author is dean,
School of Communication,

World University of Design)

of Maharashtra - promoting
localised youth action for
climate empowerment.

Thus, as we look towards the
future, it remains imperative
that we continue to prioritise
and invest in skill develop-
ment initiatives that empower
our youth, By cultivating/
fostering a culture of lifelong
learning, equipping graduates
with pertinent skills, and cre-
ating pathways for continuous
professional development,
can our country truly leverage
the full potential of its youth

_dividend and emerge as a
" global leader in talent and

innovation. In Maharashtra,
our focus will always be on
building a future where every
student has the opportunity to
. contribute mean-

and vocational courses. These co-
urses, offered by Infosys and
NASSCOM, are specifically desig-
nedtomeetthedemandsofthera-
pidly evolving job market, ensu-
ring that students can emulate/
imbibe the necessary skills and
competencies to excel in their
chosen careers.

Forthis, we have also seen the
impact of having established
such focused collaborations,
which have indeed, led our stu-
dents to leverage from these ga-
ing, As per the recent India Skills

ant Patil

Report 2023, Maharashtrahasthe
highest concentration of highly
employable candidates from the
BE/BTech, Engineering domain
with 69.03% scoring above 60%
on the WNET (Wheebox Natio-
nal Employability Test).

Financial knowledge
Focussing on the importance of fi-
nancial literacy, the student are ac-
quiring essential knowledge of
personal finance, budgeting, sa-
vings, and investment strategies —
enabling them to make informed
decisions about their financial
well-being. To this end, we have
collaborated with the Moneybee
Institute and the National Stock Ex-
change (N:E) to enhance financial
literacy and securities market awa-
IENess among students.

Additionally, our govern-
ment's focus remains on our stu-
dents' holistic growth and deve-
lopment. A crucial aspect of this
endeavour is facilitating acade-
mic exchanges, joint research
projects, cultural exchange pro-
grams, andvarious otherinitiati-
ves that enrich the global expo-
sure and international perspec-
tive of our students. To this end,
we have joined hands with este-
emed institutions and organisa-
tions, including the British Co-
uncil. Our department, in parti-
cular, is dedicated to working clo-
sely with the British Council to
bolster Maharashtra's higher edu-
cation ecosystem through capacity
building, leadership development,
and faculty training — all aimed at
supporting our internationalisa-
tion agenda.

(The author is Minister, Higher
and Technical Education, Govern-
ment of Maharashira)

Low-code
platforms make
institutes
digitally efficient

Low code is used to automate tasks

such as course registration, faculty
selection, writes Bharath Kumar B

ding expertise, building an online app for

scheduling classes, setting reminders for
tests, and drawing out an entire timetable that
can be accessed at all times by both students
and parents. With low-code application deve-
lopment platforms, this is possible.

What is low-code

Low-code tools empower users with little or
no coding experience to build applications
withthe helpof drag-and-drop visual builders.

Professionals in any field can learn how to use

Failure is an inevitable part of the de-
sign process, offering valuable lear-
ning opportunities. Board games pro-
vide a low-stakes environment where
students can experiment, take risks,
and learn from their mistakes. By em-
bracing failure as a natural part of the
learning process, students develop re-
silience, perseverance, and a willing-
ness to push creative boundaries in

low-code and bu-
ild specific apps
as per require-
ments.

Hurdles

Low-code redu-
ces the burden on
the existing IT te-
ams as it levera-
ges the flexibility
and always-onna-
ture of cloud com-

puting. It needs no additional technical in-
frastructure. For the teachers and administra-
tive staff, it becomes an easier method tolearn
and adopt. Low-code platforms help users bu-
ild end-to-end and scalable solutions across
devices for varied needs like admissions ma-
nagement,
ding, attendance management, course plan-
ning, and communications.

Usagein educational institutes
Several institutes use low code to automate
various tasks such as course registration, fa-
culty selection, and timetable generation. Stu-
dents can register for courses online, select
optional subjects, and receive complete time-
tables via email. This transition to digital pro-
cesses has significantly improved efficiency,
while also making their system more conveni-
entandaccessible. Thenew modes oflearning
focus on ease of access and provide an abun-
dance of options and flexibility.

(The writer is the head of marketing and
customer expernience for Zoho Creator)

assessment management, gra-
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Allowing FYUP students to pursue doctoral

programmes will expand their academic horizon

The decision will promote academic inclusivity, foster a culture of innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration, writes Rohit Gupta

n a recent announcement theirchosen field.
Ihz.f the University Grants -

Commission (UGC) a signi- Flexibility across
ficant change has been intro- disciplines

One of the most no-
table aspects of this
change is the flex-
ibility it offers in

ducedinthe academiclandsca-
pe. This change brings good
news for students holding a fo-
ur-year undergraduate pro-
gramme (FYUP) who aspire to
pursue a PhD programme.

Breaking barriers
Traditionally, the pathtoa PhD
involved obtaining a master's
degree before being eligible
to take the UGC-NET exam.
However, with this recent
development, students
holding an FYUP can now
directly pursue a PhD wit-
hout the necessity of a -
master's degree. This
OpEens up new avenues

for students to delve de-
eper intotheir academic
interests and pursu&#,.r' 1
advanced research in '

The new guidelines will open up new
avenues for students to delve deeper into

their academic interests

mic horizons.

tional

1

their skill set.

terms of academic discipli-
nes. Previously, students
were often confined to
pursuing a PhD in the
same field as their un-
dergraduate or mas-
ter's degree, However,
with the ability to take
the UGC-NET exam in
their chosen subject,
students now have

the freedom to explo-

re diverse fields and
expand their acade-

This not only en-
riches their educa-
experience
but also enhances

Eligibility criteria

While the opportunity to pur-
sue a PhD with FYUP is exci-
ting, it comes with certain eli-
gibility criteria. To be eligible
for the UGC-NET exam, stu-
dents must obtain a minimum
of 75% marks in their bache-
lor's degree. However, there 1s
a relaxation for candidates be-
longing to reserved categories
(SC, ST, OBC (non-creamy lay-
er), differently-abled, econo-
mically weaker sections and
other categories of candidates
as per the decision of the UGC
from time to time). It is essenti-
al to fulfil these criteria to pro-
ceed with the application pro-
cessforthe NET exam.

Alternative pathways
For students who donot meet the
75% mark requirement, there is
another route to pursue their FhD
aspirations. They can opt to enrol
in a one-year Postgraduate pro-
gram, following which they beco-
me eligible to apply for the UGC-
NET exam. This option opens re-
search avenues for more stu-
dents aspiring todo a PhD.

Overall, the decision to direct-
Iy allow students with 4-year un-
dergraduate degrees to pursue a
PhD is a significant step towards
empowering future scholars. It
not only promotes academic in-
clusivity but also fosters a culture
of innovation and interdisciplina-
ry collaboration. By breaking
down barriers and expanding ac-
cess to higher education, this
change paves the way for a more
diverse and dynamic academic
community.

(The author is co-founder
and C0OQ0, College Vidya)
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Amid infrastructure and fund shortage,
UGC allows admissions twice a year

Experts are concerned that this will create a rat race culture and
the execution will be taxing for most institutes and universities

Shuddhanta.Patra
@timesgroup.com

ocusing on increasing the
F Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER),

the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) has decided to allow
Higher Education Institutions (HE-
Is) in the country to admit students
twiceayear asopposedtotheearlier
regulations that permitted students
to be admitted only in the July-Au-
gust admission session.

With the new regulations, stu-
dents can now be admitted in Janu-
ary/February and in July/August
academic sessions in UG, PG, and
PhD programmes. The UGC's deci-
sion now leaves it to the institutions
todecide if they want to offer admis-
sions in both cycles or just one, and
this will depend on their infrastruc-
ture and faculty.

In 2023, UGC permitted biannual
admissions under Open and Distan-
ce Learning (ODL) and Online mo-
des in January and July during an
academic year. The decision to ad-
mit students twice a year was taken
after the Commission saw a record
increase in the number of students
taking admission to colleges in re-
cent years. As per the Commission,
thiswill alsohelp students whomiss
thefirstadmission deadlinesavethe
academic year by taking admission
inthe next session.

Faculty requirement
While the purpose of the directive is
to increase the GER, academia is
worried about the additional burden
of two academic cycles. Prof Furgan
. Qamar, Jamia Mil-
N lia Islamia (JMI),
q says, “UGC has
=g now enabled uni-
- versities to admit

Indian universities opting
for the new system will
have to ensure that both
the sessions are
academically synchronised

students twice a year but the saving
grace is it has not made it mandato-
ry. Universities in India are already
admitting PhD students twice a year
but running two admission cycles is
a different ball game. The new sy-
stem calls for adequate facilities and
alargenumber of teachers. Itis good
tolearnfromthebest practicesofthe
world but we must recognise that
these best practices are dependent
on certain necessary conditions
such as availability of resources, in-
frastructure and teachers.”

Prof BJ Rao, vice chancellor, Uni-
versity of Hyderabad (UoH), says,
“The recent decision will increase
the GER and also position India as a
major educational destination glo-
bally. Presently, Indian universities
donottrain enough students in com-
parison to other countries. Smaller
countries with two orthree sessions
are generating more qualified stu-
dents than us. With the new propo-
sed system, India too will train and
educate more number of students.”

“But, the HEIs opting for the new
system will have to ensure that both
the sessions are academically well
gynchronised. The major challenge
will be to counter the problemof tea-
cher shortage to cater to students in
both sessions. The country, at pre-
sent, does not have enough faculty
to meet the demand. Currently, the
UoH is not in a position to conduct
admissions twice a year,” adds Rao.
Calling it a student-friendly di-
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their learning with peers.

HIGHEST PACI(AGE

X 35.6 LPA

——— —— —

=i Programmes Offered

Our programmes are dynamically responding to the evolving global landscape. Students are equipped with the most
sought-after critical skills for decision-making including leadership, management, data-science, and tech skills.

rective, Prof M Jagadesh Kumar,
chairman, UGC, says, “If Indian uni-
versities can offer admission twice a
year, it will benefit many students
who missed admission in the July/
August session due to a delay inthe
announcement of board results, he-
alth issues, or personal reasons. Bi-
annual university admissions will
help students maintain motivation
since they do not have to wait one
full year to be admitted if they miss
admission in the current cycle.”

Need for good planning
To be able to admit students twice a
year, HEIs have been advised to ma-
ke suitable amendments to their in-
stitutional regulations."If HEIs
adopt biannual admissions, they ne-
ed to work on administrative intrica-
cies, good planning for increased
use of available resources, and pro-
viding seamless support systems
for the smooth transition of students
admitted at dissimilar times of the
year, HEIs can maximise in the use-
fulness of biannual admissions only
when they sufficiently prepare the
faculty members, staff and students
for the transition,” says Prof Manish
Ratnakar Joshi, secretary, UGC.
Prof BB Tiwari, director, School of
Economics and Commerce, CMRE
University, Bangalore, says, " Altho-
ugh this movement will save the ti-
me of students and will allow the in-
dustry to have a recruitment drive
twice a year, the education industry
will face a challenge of faculty enga-
gement or recruitment for maintai-
ning a high level of quality educa-
tion. In comparison to the private
sector, the government sector will
face a bigger challenge. The main
worry is UGC’s recent decision sho-
uld not become a rat race to make
money by compromising the quali-
ty."” says Tiwari.

Ceramic engineering is bridging

gaps in innovation across industries

The broad application of ceramics in all sectors keeps the relevance of the course intact

Privadarshini.Gupta
Etimesgroup.com

s long as oxidation per-
Asists due to moisture in

the air, the value of cera-
mic and glass material in facto-
ries will continue to be impor-
tant. This sums up the impor-
tance of ceramic engineering,
which is often perceived to be
an obsolete stream.

Pursuing a course in ceramic
engineering opens the gates to
many opportunities in several
sectors for students. Being inter-
disciplinary, ceramics can be ex-
ploited in all branches such as ci-
vl engineenng, metallurgical,
chemical, biomedical, mechani-
cal, electrical, electronics, and
computer engineering. This
enables ceramic engineers to be
ingreat demand across arange of
sectors, including electronics, ae-
rospace, automotive, healthcare,
and energy. The course remaings
highly relevant in today's age
due to its broad application
across various advanced tech-
nologies and industries.

Shantanu K Behera, profes-
sor, Department of Ceramic
Engineering, NIT Rourkela, sa-
vs, “The relevance of ceramic
engineering and the develop-
ment of ceramic material tech-
nologies has risen in recent ye-
ars duetoanincreased thrust in
sustainable development areas
such as water decontamination,
hydrogen technologies, storage
technologies, where many
forms of advanced ceramic ma-
terials are being used. Further,
India is experiencing increased
footprints in its defence pro-
grammes and space technologi-
es that require the development
of materials for aggressive envi-
ronments. Therefore, the 1m-
portance of ceramic enginee-
ring has shifted to modern ma-
terials along with the existing
traditional ceramics.”

Ceramics are essential in
the production of dielectric ma-
terials used in capacitors and
other electronic components.
Ceramic substrates provide a
stable platiorm for mounting
semiconductor devices, enhan-
cing performance and reliabili-
ty. “Ceramic engineering is the
science and technology of crea-
ting objects from inorganic,
non-metallic materials. This fi-
eld involves designing and ma-
nufacturing ceramic products,
which are typically hardened
by baking at high temperatu-
res,” says Behara.

Unlike IT jobs

Being engaged in the pro-
cessing of these materials as
anengineer is a completely
different thing as compared
toan IT professional. The
work often involves manu-
facturing or processing
materials following scientific
and engineering methodsin
the lab. The new materials
are then characterised with
regards to its phase, morp-
hology, microstructure, etc.
This may be entirely different
from the nature of jobs IT
professionals do.

Research and applications
Major advances are happeningin
the ceramic world. Carbon nano-
tubes and graphene, which are
different forms of carbon, have re-
cently influenced ceramics like
no other materials in the past. In-
corporating nanoparticles into
ceramic matrices enhances pro-
perties like toughness, wear re-
sistance, and thermal stability.
Applications include cutting to-
ols, medical implants, and coa-
tings. Advanced thermal barrier
coatings are being currently de-
veloped that can allow operation
of aeroengines at a much higher
temperature making them more
energy efficient. Further, engine
components are being made from
ceramics that allow hypersonic
travel of aircraft and projectiles.
“Many modern applications
are also being researched that in-
clude energy storage devices,
such as batteries, fuel cells, and
supercapacitors. Due to the com-
patibility of some ceramics with
human body, they are progressi-
vely being used for bone-tissue
engineering, wound healing,

Pursuing a course in
ceramic engineering
opens the gates to
many opportunities in
several sectors

agents for drug delivery etc,” sa-
ys Behera.

Ashutosh Suresh Gandhi,
professor, Department of Metal-
lurgical Engineering and Materi-
als Science, IIT Bombay, says,
“The earth's crust i1s essentially
made of ceramics - silica sand, va-
rious minerals, and oresareallna-
turally occurring ceramic materi-
als. The smartphone display has
avery hard and tough glass (a ce-
ramic material) as a crucial com-
ponent. Electronic devices have
electro ceramics making up a lar-
ge fraction of components. Next-
generation semiconductors such
as [I-V semiconductors, silicon
carbide, are ceramics. Solid-state
lithium-ion batteries are made of
ceramics. Thinfilms and coatings
are used in a wide range of struc-
tural and functional applications,
and most of these are ceramics.
Prosthetics (artificial body parts)
like dental implants, artificial bo-
neand joints are made of ceramic
materials. New safe, energy effi-
clent buildings that can be made
by 3D printing use ceramic buil-
ding materials."”

Institutes that offer course

Degrees of BTech, MTech, and
even PhD are typically offered in
many universities. Ceramic
technology programme is offe-
red at IIT BHU, Varanasi; T
Bombay; NIT Rourkela; Calcutta
University, Kolkata, Govern-
ment College of Engineering and
Ceramic Technology, Kolkata;
Andhra Univergity College of
Engineering, Visakhapatnam;

Alagappa College of Technolo-
gy, AU, Chennai; College of Eng-
ineering and Technology, Bika-
ner; PDA College of Enginee-
ring, Gulbarga, and PES College
of Engineering, Karnataka.

Curriculum on offer

Gandhi says, “IIT Bombay offers
a degree in metallurgical engine-
ering and materials science, Ce-
ramic engineering topics are sub-
sumed in this curriculum. The
curriculum of ceramic enginee-
ring branch includes science of
ceramic materials, their properti-
es, extraction from ores, proces-
sing into shapes by particulate
processing technigques, their me-
chanical, electrical, magnetic, op-
tical, and thermal properties.”

sreevats Pandey, a former
PhD student, from IIT-BHU says,
“A typical ceramic engineering
curriculum includes core cour-
ses: introduction to Materials Sci-
ence, Ceramic Materials and Pro-
cessing, Thermodynamics of Ma-
terials, Mechanical Properties of
Ceramics, Electronic Cerarmics.
The laboratories and practical
training consist of materials cha-
racterisation, sintering and pro-
cessing techniques, computatio-
nal materials science; electives
and specialisations have bioma-
terials, advanced ceramic coa-
tings, nanotechnology, ceramic
composites; while research pro-
jects and internships consist of
industry-based internships, re-
search projects in collaboration
with faculty.”

Positive hiring trends

Graduates cantaketheirchosen
career path. Many join PSUs like
SAIL, Nalco, EIL, BHEL and
other corporations. The typical
industrial jobs are available as
refractory engineers or glass
engineers. Graduates with
BTech in ceramic engineering
also get into career in IT much
like other engineering gradua-
tes. “NIT Rourkela claimed
100% placement in 2023. Tata
Steel offered 13 lakh per annum
for core roles in 2023. The
branch also opens doors to non-
coreroles like analytics and soft-
ware positions. Average non-
core roles can fetch freshers
over10lakhperannum. Manygo
for higher studies and research
in lITs and IISc and to speciali-
sed institutions in the US, UK
and Japan,” says PV Navaneet-
hakrishnan, former professor
and director, Entrance Exams
and Admission, Anna Universi-
ty, Chennai.
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Central government PENSs a new system to check school dropouts, streamline migration

The Permanent Education Number will serve as a common thread across diverse learning stages, from pre-primary to postgraduate education

Shuddhanta.Patra
@timesgroup.com

o modernise the edu-
| cation system, the Mi-
nistry of Education
has initiated the implemen-
tation 11-digit unique identi-
fication number for stu-
dents, known as the Perma-
nent Education Number
(PEN), starting from the cur-
rent academic year. The PEN
project, announced in 2023,
willbe assignedtoeverystu-
dent provided through the
Unified District Information
system for Education Plus
(UDISE+ ) portal that covers
over 14.89 lakh schools, 95
lakh teachers, and 26 crore
children nationwide.

In an interview with the
FEducation Times, IASSanjay
Kumar, secretary, Ministry
of Education, Department of
School Educationand Litera-
cy, says, “PEN was concep-
tualised to identify every
student through the UDISE+
portal, as outlined in the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP)2020. Fromregular ad-
ministrative processes to
major issues concerning stu-
dents like transferring scho-
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Should there be a uniform
bond policy in med colleges

A uniform policy presents an opportunity for reform to
alleviate the financial and mental health concerns of doctors

Ensure accountability
Only a few states have implemented

service bonds, which is because the

PGseatslievacant

There is no provision of a bond under
the NMC Act 2019 or the erstwhile Me-

ols, the PEN will be a neces-
sary document. The imple-
mentation of PEN would
streamline and simplify the
process of the student's
transition from one school to
the other across the country,
a process often complicated,
particularly at the pre-pri-
mary, primary, and upper-
primary levels.”

Smooth transitions

“Earlier, when parents chang-
ed their child's school, especi-
ally inclagsses such as II, V, or
VII, their transition to the new
school was not smooth, as the
school administration insis-
ted on procuring documents
such as transfer certificate,
caste, birth certificates, and
class records, among others,
which caused immense troub-
le to the parents. Several stu-
dents havealsodroppedout of
school or taken a gap year
owing to the cumbersome
process of migrating their da-
ta in the absence of a nation-
wide portal to ease the proce-
dure,” he adds.

Besides efficiency, PEN
would bring about transpa-
rency in the education system.
“PEN is atracking mechanism

dical Council Act 1956 and regulations
made thereafter. There is a consensus
in the NMC meeting
that there should be
mandatoryrural service
1o Increase available
doctors, but the bond
could be non-financial
and implemented thro-
ugh an administrative
mechanism. Due to the
bond systems, many PG seats inmedi-
cal colleges lie vacant.

We advocate for the abolition of the
bonds to alleviate the burden on medi-

cal professionals. The

NMC’s initiative to consi-

der a uniform bond policy TALKING
presents an opportunity POINT

for reform. Any new policy
must consider thewell-being of not on-
ly the country’scitizens but alsothe yo-
ung doctors who are the backbone of

seats are not getting filled. The salari-
es too are much lower in those states.
There is no service
bond in Delhi. Unifor-
mity in fines for leaving
medical PG seats in In-
dia is crucial to ensure
fairness, transparency,
and accountability in
the medical education
system. Currently, var-
ving fines lead to perceptions of injus-
tice and inequality among students,
eroding trust. Clear guidelines empo-
wer students to make informed deci-
sions about their educatio-
nal paths and promote ac-
countability. Uniform fines
prevent abuse by institu- |
tions and ensure that pe- -
nalties are proportionate. They also

discourage attrition.

DR MANOJANDLEY,

It was conceptualised to identify

every student through the

UDISE+ portal, as outlined in the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020

for students across all govern-
ment and private schools
across the country. It will help
monitor the student's pro-
gress throughout their acade-
mic journey and also help imp-
lement government schemes
based on their academic per-
formance, which was not pos-
sible earlier. This not only stre-
amlines administrative pro-
cesses but also ensures that
students’ records remain con-
sistently updated and acces-
sible,” says Kumar.

Parental consent

However, registering for the
PEN is voluntary for schools
and is to be undertaken only
with parents’ consent. “The
PEN wrill not just be confined
to school databases but also
wrill be inked with other plat-
forms including DigiLocker. It
will serve as a common thread
across diverse learning sta-
ges, from pre-primary to post-
graduate education, " says Ku-

mar, who confirms most sta-
tes have decided to imple-
ment the PEN system in their
educational mst;ttutes

The PEH whlc:h

g

PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

--

rent from the Automated Per-
manent Academic Account
Registry (APAAR), will func-
tion as a filter against duplica-
tion of data such as markshe-
ets and also verify or authenti-
catethecertificates. Itcanalso
be used for scholarships, ex-
aminations and employment.

o ‘A

Meanwhile, the Education
Department in Andhra Pra-
desh has made PEN mandato-
ry from the academic vyear
2024-25.
srimivas singh, state IT Co-
ordinator, Commissioner of
School Education, Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh, sa-
vs, “As many as
L 86lakh PEN ha-
¥ vebeen

- lr-

(8

rated till now in Andhra Pra-
desh, and 40,000 are under
process forthe 2023-24 acade-
mic year. The registration for
PEN generation for the acade-
mic year 2024-25 began this
week after the schools reope-
ned post-summer vacation.
Just as the Aadhaar card is
mandatory to avail govern-
ment schemes, the PEN in the
absence of the Aadhaar Card,
tracks the students’ progress
and academic movement and
also executes the centre-state
educational schemes."”

Easy identification
Slinder the new system, the
gistrict education officers

(DEOs) have been directed to
c¢hart the students who are lo-

. oking to migrate and their da-

@ would automatically be
rred to the new school
m the state headquar-
. ters. Apart from this, in
" remote areas, where
high schools are ab-
~gent, a report will be
prepared on schools
and studentsand sentto
the district education offi-
cers through the PEN por-
al for the smooth transition

tz . ]
/:f students,” adds Singh.

The West Bengal School
Education Department has
decided to make the use of
PEN compulsory this acade-
mic year. According to state
officials, linking PEN with the
Banglar Shiksha portal, a sy-
stem of unique IDs for stu-
dents in vocational undergra-
duate, Anganwadi, and engi-
neering courses, will enable
schools and teachers in the
state toseamlessly access stu-
dent information.

“Tdentifying students
who relocated outside West
Bengal through the Banglar
Shiksha portal was challeng-
ing. With the implementa-
tion of PEN, the issueis likely
to be resolved, allowing for
easy identification and re-
cord access nationwide,” an
official stated on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

Telangana, from academic
yvear 2023-24, has made stu-
dent PEN compulsory to iden-
tify the dropouts and hring
them back into schools. The
state education secretary, Va-
kati Karuna, has directed the
school education department
to print PEN on Secondary
school Certificate (S5C) hall
tickets this year.

B.Tech Admission 2024

IIIT Dharwad is inviting candidates who have qualified the JEE Mains
examination to apply for B.Tech. Programs in Computer Science and

Engineering, Data Science and Artificial Intelligence, and Electronics and
Communication Engineering. To inquire about admissions, please complete
the Google form to reserve a Q&A slot at our website www.iiitdwd.ac.in.

The faculty and staff at IIIT Dharwad will offer valuable knowledge
regarding undergraduate programs and the admission process.

PROF. RAJENDRA SIN

@

for the session 2024-25.

H (RAJJU BHAIYA) UNIVERSITY, PRAYAGRAJ
Admission Notice
Common Entrance Test (CET)-2024

Prof. Rajendra Singh (Rajju Bhaiya) University, Prayagraj announces schedule for admission in
the following Professional programmes being offered at University Campus and its Affiliated Colleges

Programmes after Graduation

Group-A

M.Ed., M.P.Ed., M.Lib., LLM, B.P.Ed.

Group-B

MCA, M.Sc.(Ag.)- Horticulture, Agronomy, Soil Science, Genetics and Plant Breeding,
Agriculture Economics, Agriculture Extension

Programmes after 10+2

Group-C

BBA, BA-LLB (Honors), B Lib.

Group-D
Data Science, BCA,

Integrated M.Tech. (Dual Degree)-Al &

(Ag.) Honors, B.Sc. Biotech

B.Pharm, B.Sc.

MNote: The candidate may
select multiple groups and
multiple programmes in a

single registration if eligible.

Apply online only through www prsuniv.ac.in from May 01, 2024, The application fee is Rs. 1200/- for
Unreserved and OBC, and Rs. 800/~ for SC, ST, EWS & Differently Abled category. The application fee can
be paid through Credit Card/Debit Card/ Net Banking. The details of eligibility, procedure for filling the appli-
cafion form, number of seats, fee structure, Last Date etc. are available on our website www. prsuniv.ac.in.

REGISTRAR

For more information:

https:/ /www.iitdwd.ac.in/admissions /btech/

healthcare in the country. DIRECTOR PROFESSOR & HOD SURGERY,
DR EM ABUL HASAN, LHMC, NEW DELHI \
CHAIRMAN, INMA JUNIOR ) . ]
noctorsnerworg  Will bring in fairness '1
In medical education, the varied bond -
Why not for engineers policies across states and institutions

There is a bond after MBBS, MD/MS,
and then after super specialisation co-
urses, that is, DN/MCh.
There is no commeon du-

create alabyrinth of challenges for aspi-
ring doctors. A uniform bond policy is
imperative,

ration for bond service
across the country. In
some nstitutes gover-
ned by the central go-
vernment, for example,
ATIMS, IMS-EHU, AMI,
there is no bond policy.

both government and

Spanning

9" 10", 11" & 12" Students

Career in Design & Architecture

NID |NIFT|PARUL
PEARLISDI UID
6LSio| CEEDINATA

private medical colle-
ges, to ensure fairness
and equitable distribu-
tion of healthcare pro-
fessionals. This policy
would facilitate work-
force planning, enab-

*Source Maction Survey

Best Design & Architecture Coaching Institute of India - MBA Awards 2023
Highest Selection record from BRDS as compared to any coaching institute in India*

89807 57598

www.rathoredesign.com
Malleshwaram = BTM Layout = Indiranagar

e T1ars == e
BEHANWAR RATHORE DESIGN STUDIO HI]
Art, Design and Partfolio Consultancy "

Medical students from these colleges
will not be required to serve any man-
datory bond service nor would they
have to pay any money as penalty. Sin-
ce health in India is a state subject, it is
upto the state authorities to decide on
the duration and the amount of the
bond. But one fails to understand why
thereisastrict bond policy for only doc-
tors and not for engineers and other
professionals. The idea of the bond po-
licy was to remove the disparity in the
number of doctors in the underserved
areas, but it is creating stress among
medical students.
DR AMIT GUPTA,
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY,
ATMS RISHIEESH

ling targeted initiatives to address he-

althcare disparities and
incentivise service in un-
derserved areas. Harmo-
nising bond regulations
is not merely about bu-
reaucratic efficiency; itis
about fostering a health-
care system that prioriti-
ses the well-being of me-
dical professionals and
the communities they
SETVE.
DR VIVEK PANDEY,
RTI ACTIVIST

—Astoldto
Rajlakshmi Ghosh
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Bengaluru * Ahmedabad » Delhi = Jaipur » Hyderabad = Kolkata * Lucknow « Mumbai + Pune
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HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS LIMITED

HAL MANAGEMENT ACADEMY

ADMISSION

2024

PG Diploma in Management
PG Diploma in Aviation Management

2 Years Full time Residential

WHAT WE OFFER

+ Industry ready curriculum designed by Industry professionals

Government of India Undertaking, Ministry of Defence

=, 25" JUNE, 2024

LAST DATE
TO APPLY

Eligibility:
Bachelors Degree in Engineering™anagement/

Science from a recognisad university

+ Sessions from practising subject matter experts

* Over 50 years of expertise in management education DUR, STUDENTS WORK AT :

« State-of-the-art Infrastructure * Alten India * Lufthansa Technik
: . : » Bain & Co, + Markets & Markets

* Multiple certifications + Capgemini Engineering + Singapore Aidines

* Live projects and internships in aviation & production industries « Ernst & Young (E&Y)  + Sun Mobility

* Video library of recorded lectures by eminent faculty available 24/7 * Exide India + TATA Consultancy

* Kempegowda Services (TCS)
Contact Us: Internaticnal Airport + TATA Advanced
080-25400362 / 25400091 | 25400025 Bangakiny

E-Mail: Open_progs@hal-india.co.in

/orn

Explore, Enable, Excel
far Public Good

Institute for Development and Research
in Banking Technology

{Established by Reserve Bank of India)

ADMISSIONS TO POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA
IN BANKING TECHNOLOGY (PGDBT)

(Extension of Last Date to Apply)

IDRBT invites applications for the full-time one year PGDBT
Course commencing from August 05, 2024,

The Last Date to Apply stands extended till JULY 15, 2024.
Visit www.idrbt.ac.in & Academics & PGDBT for details.

Call9133689444 /9440803802 for queries.
Selection is based on the initial online interaction, followed by MCQ, GD & PI

"2 1 Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Petroleum Technology

{An Institution of National Importance established by Govt. of India)

Jais, Amethi - 229304, U.P.

Website: www.rgipt.ac.in

M. Tech. & Ph.D. Admission Notice- 2024

Applications are invited for admission to M. Tech. and
Ph.D. programmes at RGIPT, Jais (Amethi), and its
center Energy Institute, Bengaluru and Assam Energy
Institute, Sivasagar for the Academic Year 2024-25. The
Institute provides world class research facility and higher
fellowship amount (JRE: 37.000/-, SRF: 42.000/-) with
added incentives. Provision of supplementary fellowship
by IOCL & IChE for selecive Ph.D. students with

extraordinary performance.

For more

information on programme

structure,

eligibility criteria and online registration, pleme visit

the Institute’s admission webpage:

https://rgipt.ac.in/en/page/postgraduate-admission rti? %,

=[Ol =10}

e
e

Last date of application: 30-06-2024

Fashion and Lifestyle Business Management
Global Luxury Brand Management

% Pearl Academy

BAOMBA

DEGREE" PROGRAMS

Global Immersion’ Start-Up Support

TOP RECRUITERS

Emporio Armani | BottegaVeneta | Coach | Guecci
JJValaya | GAP | Puma | Tommy Hilfiger | Vaishali$

and mare...

*Far all Bachebor's Students,

www.pearlacademy.com | 1800 103 3005 (=3 ]
Bengaluru | Delhi-South | Delhi-West | Jaipur | Mumbai  [] &4,

BBA Degree Program: Class 12" marks and CUET scores accepted”
MBA Degree Program: CAT, MAT and NMAT scores accepted”

Merit-Based Scholarship Available™

APPLY BY: 7™ JULY'24

EXPLORE MORE

**7&C Apply “For direct personal interview round

*From Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (Recognised University of National Importance)

address:HAL Management Academy, Doddanekkundi Main Road,

Marathahalli, Bengaluru - 560 037

PCET’s

Pimpri
Chinchwad
University, Pune
Learn | Grow | Achleve

Trdrd R Chuality
Educatlon

Firnpri Chinciwad University, Pune

PCET's Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU)
412106, MH, India
() : +91 83 8181 4141

Sate Maval (PMRDA), Pune-

M - +91 9046 9090 03 ¢

[~ : admissions@pcu.edu.in & : www.PClU.edu.in

Racrubiars On
Campiis Every

Fimpri Chinciwad Pobybechmic (e PCrovtechnic.oom)
Fimpn Chinchwad Coliege of Engmagring [ POCCEpune com) DTE Code- SI75
Fimpri Chincfrwad Caliege of Engineaning & Research {mwPeCoBRcom) OTF Code 6322 5. 8. Patil Public Schoal {www serodischanlcom]
Fimpri Chincirwad Colieqe of Ats, Commerce & Stiance (s PCACEpune com)

PIMPRI CHINCHWAD UNIVERSITY

Empowering Career Success : Unleash Your
True Potential at Our World-Class University

nghllghtaﬂtﬁmpri Ehlmhwml Edui:utlnn TrusL Punﬂ.
i 1,000+

31,000+

Year Placements

B. Tech MBA (integrated) B.Des. B.S¢.
» Computer _Scimm & Enginearing MBA (ceneral) » Product Design « Nutrition & Dietetics
* CSE (uiam) = C5E (416 Dot Science) MBA {international) v \igual Communication v Computer SCIRNCE (nybersecuny)
M.Tech 'fmflf_iwwm'w'j N «Fashion & Apparel Design | « Clinical Micrabiclogy
* Compater Science & Engineering (4l) ""ﬂ-m Sl'ﬁd!'r?,rm:r}hmhm:ﬂ + Inteior & Space Design * Computer Science
Executive M.Tech E?r:;h -~ - " Interaction Design ot oo it
v CSE {a) - For Waorking Professionals i : b » Animation & Game Design | » Clinical Psychology
BCA o e, + imatn, VP & Mol Scinces
o » Irvestment Bankin M.Des. it
d +Foshion Design
» Bachelor of Computer Applications s nlerior & Desi alian Lesy
* HR Management Interior & Space Design
MCA (integrated) . Law
* Entreprenaurship & Venture Dev. ¥
MCA Agribusiness Mana PG D‘lPIﬂI"ﬁﬁ i
oo . gement
« Moster of Computer Applications o ; _ LM
BBA * Pharma Management Depearma in Adv. Automative &8 o
' iti ification Dig. Modedlin
Spatializations (Dual] 15 Adhtinoy Combcone . D_EI nE ET b Criminal Law & Business Law
*Finance = Maorketing PR R ARCotGy « Digl
| . BA Diploma
:;‘?“HZ::“E“‘”{J[ +Liberal Ats »English *Economics | Pharmacy Cyber Law, Corporats Low &
geme » Civil Services Integrated Stream intellectual Property Rights (IPR]
= Suppdy Chain Mgmt. & Logistics b Jocmaliem. Medio & *B.Pharm # 0. Pharm By
= Advertising, Fvents and Public Relations | communication Studies Bh.D Voc
* Digital Film Making » Social Science ' M.Voc

For Admission. : 8956417931/ 9028881661/ 9028880306

PCET INSTITUTES

% 8, Patil College of Architeciure & Design [wewseRafischibecturcom| DTE Coda: AR GB40
& 8. Fatil instifuie of Monogement [www.sBrotiNEacom] DTECoda; MBGIZ
& B, Patil College of Sckence & Commerce [wewieroiolegacom)
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50,200+ &l
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Pimpri Chinchwad University proudly emerges as an initiative of the
prestigious Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET) in Pune

Programs at Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU), Pune

Fune Business School (wewPuneBusiness3choolcom| DTE Code: G574
Huston Maharashir IrstRubes of Enginsering & Technology [wewMMETedwin) OTE Code: 630
Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET)
Sector No. 26
o v Pradhikaran, Nigdi, F"llrll-"— 411 044,

,j ® : 020-2760-0100 & : www.PCET.org.in
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