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Get ataste of the traditional cooling drinks
that have provided solace for centuries
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Between atemple and anart gallery,
thewonder thatis Narbadeshwar
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Popular for enacting ballads & lampooning the powers that be with the conventional licence of clowns, theirart form is on the wane

MEELAM MansmwcH C How DHEY

(ST INDEPENDEMNCE, them wasz a fer

verl seareh for form ard contert bt

werild defive and alzo ecln the spint of

ratiralizm, Many artists loaked back at

tradition for irspiration Some sought
stercils ol which rew identities could be
forged. The training in mast ant schaols in the late
Sities waz pesuasively reflective of westemn
spurees, forms and traditions. However, in the eardy
Eightiez, fiolk forms and traditiors started being
explored and valmizsed The s=umptian was thai
there existed in these farms a theatrical vocabelary
that woukd emaible urhan theatre to establish links

with their forgotten pazt, and devise a method of

traming the wran artist.

When [ movead 1o Uhandgar: m 1884, [wras fouse
nated with the corncept of putting togethera comps
ny that eowkd, ina eres-culturcal matnx, inte grate a
theatrieal folk form by not only delyving inte history
of iealooy ar pelitics, ot the way inwhich moder
ity arxk tradition maove.

Trained at the Natioral Schoal of Drama, [wazalso
influerced by the teachings: of Stanizlavekl but my
four years of working with BV Karanth at Blarat
Elenan in Blaopal bad given me an neight into the

rich local traditions that enzied in each state of

[rekia When | started working with the Nagagal per-
formers, [ was not really mterested in the form as
something “material’, far
remaved  From My Urarn
wrarkd, tobe erted ard imitat-
ad. Meither was [ looking to
create o pateh and paste st
af experimentation. What
irterested me was how por
formers coming fram differ
ent sides of the raad could
wirk together,

Nagal iz derved from the
Perzian wond ‘ol which
mears o imitate. They am
aka meferred toas bhaasds,
The Maggals s parformers kave along hneage, bt
are paradastically withouwt & continwows o firm tra
dition. They enacl ballads, zing, darce and lam-
poan the powers that be with the commentional
licence of eloams.

[n recennt times, theircansiderable popularity has
beery chasler med by cinems and televizion and they
b s tosurvive by doing dizea dareing ot wed-
ding and COmMmunly avenis, ||'-c:||..-:i.u1g (ATARRARCA T
But, in my work, they appear along with whan per

formers, fol as decorative “acts’ or dven asz a sign ol

culural aextletics, but to erable diverse and com-
e perape ol ves o emerge

The Naggals have been pomads and like all
namads, a trifle aloaf and swapiciows . Their back-
grournd 12 mysterious a2 allelimseparate ganelo-
mesaven thoueh they belong to the same family.
Prem Chand, the self-styled ustad, said his famiy

came Fmm Rajasthan to Batiala antle invilation af

1he Maharaja Tall ard fair wath henma-tinted hair
and gald loops in hiz earz, he looked maore like a
puccaneer than & musican A ompulawve talker,
with a propersiy iwards exaggeralion, e
claimed that he was 100 years old and 2130 vinle.
Hiz passport put his age as T2,

Blumdri Lal, the lege rdary tiordd player, olaimed mo

sweh grand ancestry. Wapped 1na buege overosat,
even I midsummer, wih thick mllitary shies
bought from the fea market, his fvourite activity
wias sleepingard o stubbarn reststanee tobathing Al
his Tsorse iv Malaya {Clan diga i), his zore and wife
lived in their S-mafda bowse, while Musdn Lal lad
pitcled a tent on the maof — eating, sleeping and
praciising inmin and surshise.

Om performarnce tours within the country amd
abraad, e rever carried any bagrage. The pedguned
clthes were som ore an top of the otler making
him ok Like astuffed turkey.

The Magoals aremuscianwho canplay s varety of

v d cal iretoe merrts and ane tradred sgers [would
e s @3 e At 10 =ay st ey ane the repoeiio-
riesoligizas andthe It songs of Punjab, Baranthan
ioonic musie directon compoeed muze with them
bazed an ymes wntten by Surjit Patar He showed
them v traditional instruments oold be played in
a morHrad honal manmer [rstead af playing the
drums comventionally, they oould aleo create smemd
ard dyrthm from the wooden wallz of the drum. He
made them recogrize thal anyihing that makes
sound can be o musical mstrument In CEitehen
Katha' aplay about food, e eneated an orchestration
af srurd patterrs wang kitchen vtensils,

[ have zeen a1 a vilage PErIOrmEanoe ear Salan,
Bahadur Clard, a fomale mpersmator from the
Maggal traditian, sitan the lap of e patronand tedr]

NN

Bahatur Chand., a female impersonator, | absove ] uibkan actons and Naqoals share the stage forthe wriless play.

s maustaehe 4 an attempt to e xdrsct maney Trom
him. Shows thatare performed at might by a group of
female impersanatars, musiclans ard singershave a
carnivalesgue gqualityas these affirm and mock, cel-
st a v e tig e the prevailing definitions of wihst
titillates ard st mulates a predominant]y male awdi-
ence. The actors Naunt their bodies in shiny cos-
tumes, drawing ther refererees from cultural stereo-
types — the seductress the mddess the ideslized
wifie ard dawghiter. Oftern, their rames sugoest an
i e e oyl I1._'| - r!1.l:\.'\-5'l-'|'!"!l:!1_'r.}|-1.l:\.'\- Hl!l.'?- x Telizs Hoer-
ricane, Mz Bulbwl-e-Hind, Miss Chash me-Badd oor

The spectatars always present a version of mas-
culinity that has the @anction of the dominant cul-
ture arad a2 sucl, rmweows and coarse belsviowr i
e morm at such performaness. Dntle middle of a
show, the female mpersanator can lash out a3 a
muile to dizeipline an wnrely spectator and withouw
much eflornt sip tack into the female rale.

My mesting with the Nagogals oo e rendipitouws
and & combimation of clance and coice. The it
time I zaw them perform wias in 1986 while driving
from Amritsar to Chandigarh. A car break down had
e see b enn ronete. While the driver anent loaking for
amechanie, [waited. Suddenly, in the wil dermeass of
a summer evening, [ heard sounds of singing and
lughter coming from the fields and followed 1]
aourd The impect of what [ saw wae statling. A
croup of singers, musiciare and dancers wene per-

FHOLS COUR ] ESY. [HE Wil IER

forming, ad-ibbing and telling staries. A mixture of

popartarsd matural fon vas their chose n weabulary.
The stage ay which ey performed was made of
temporary planks of wood Laid o a testla, 111 by ol
lamps that created glant sladows on a soiled white
sheet sirung haplazardly a5 a backdrap

Anactorenterad the improvised sta pe and blewan
aptelope lorn Arother sound that seemed swepi-
clously like a car-booter wis lel out simultanessusy
tor Ul Teeat af msstent dromming.

Anancent manwith a mop of white lairappeaned
blerarins g five fram ks mouth Tt zeemed azifzome it-
el weas poing on,and 1wss o mfle intrigeed a2 5o
wramme n were visible i the large rushof children and
men A poup of sngers entered arxd made =00l
comments, interspersed with the dohos of Kabirand
Bala Fard, before indulging in some risgoed
exclanres with a eo-actar, with each punchlise
b iy g urscbe rscared by a swizh of a leather band.

After that, a group of female mpersonators
eptered the stage and were gyrating wildly to the
Hisxti .--f'lu;_.{.'.l'.': e gain e B ot ke da ibarieeii’
(I lave lost my earring in the court of the demon,
Ravan). Their performance was nocturnal, sedst
ardd far removed from the precirets of the village.

The stories they enacted were par-Indiay myths
conjoiming local myths, trareformed and remeaned
for local meaning. The gods they invaked mode bicy-
cles, azpired fora sadkar nouke arsd cursed ke zol
diers on a rampage. In the middle of a tragedy, a
borze (an actor with @ shawl fung on hiz back)
appeared an the stage and broke nto a song, In an
epEade of 1 famouws bve legend Solnibaliwal,
the imatha or the earthen pot upon which Sohini iz

croezing the river Chenab, swddon ly anmates itself

ard stans to ramate the stary.

This iz a tleatrical device that does ot it e any
krowrns grammaral pealism, but 12 roretlele sz com-
pletely acceptable 1o the awdience. The actar mepre
sents the commaon man, ared alse funclions as &
=il eritie and commen tator

MNagpgals were alzo hired accasianally by the Sang
ard Dmama Division, a governmental public mels
tiars wing that used performers to sell products,
paEsan socta] messages and damage the reputation
al'arval palical opporent wihsen reoessary.

[t iz sometmes uneanny 1o see is=sues of dowry,
irth contral and female nfantickde being rendered
with such a d.u-'.'l.Jl:'.u1-:'u.'.' Ilamisnyanee thal makes
these izsues get a dazh of the mythalogical. The
Maggqgal tradition provided a fount of stage comvern
tianz, conceptzand technigue. The beating of'a met-
al kettle with a spoon to sugrest war, the smearing
of flour an tle face to sugeest fear — simple tech
rigues, ot powerful i their impact and loaded
wWith summeshve mess.

While watching them perform, | urderstond the
tre meaning af the words spont areity’ and “ope
nesz”. Tosee s birge number of people atting et an
A atarlite gl respordingg to the maod ofthe perform-
ance was an eniching eperance Th obeorne Jow
e ki roe pruamnpesd ere gy ard e el termen 1 into the
perfirmers was in zome way 1o ecarnse tht some
thidryg real and preciows was being ese hanged. | then
uneberstood that tradition does ot mean something
back there, last, but something consta ntly alie —1iv-
i ared exparding. [ was completely boaked!

Tlurndrd L] chiedh foaur years o, bt Tis per formanee s
ard persors resnabe lowdand clea s The ol alle rge 2o
roudiry, et the Nagagal slow mud goan.

Mg Lal, the
LTS R
[uamibai player,
WS an
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TS mot anmprizing that in Iedia, whene
Apmmer i ke a furmsace, poets smitten by
Tove lave fourd solace in sherbet. Many
aayars have permed verses wing sheihed
metapharically to desenibe the beacty of
hee beloved.

The word sheihet’ i dermed from the
Arabie ‘shariba’ that tramslates s drink-
g, I Turkizh and Persian, it beoones
whethet’. In India, i metairs the Persian
rame. The first documented mference iz
tmced to a medicinal woerk, ‘Zakldra-e
Ehawarzre Shabi', compiled by Syed
Hadi Hu=sain Bhan, sometime during the
111 ared 12th conturies Thiz s corzidenad
a medicin ]l ercychpeedia that mentions
aany therapeutic shebas,

Sheibet was very popular in Persia,
wihere the aonwas seorcling in the autl-
arn parts during summer. The people of
Hirduestan were woed to drinking sugar-
b Juioe B oope withs the ket 1l they
apcourtened tastior juices of froits and
flerarens ler dexd togge ther. Empress Maar -
han iz credited with intedecing the roee
sheitet in the subeontinent,

At thee digoms af the 20th century, famnouws
Chivtid plosician and feedom figlter
Ajmal Elwn had erested a sheibel ot 1o
a1l beat, but to combat courhs and
cald in winter Apcther Dhigsd lakii,
Abdul Majid of Hamdard Diewaklars,
made a sherhet alter blerding juices of
myriad fowers and vegetables tlsat kad
time-tested melreshing, coaling ard invig-
arating gualiies. [ was appropriately
remmidd ook Afrah, o drink which pram-
e torerive wilting guints But beforeths
trad itiaral sheibetsz omld step awt to corr
et the amrd, the American caf=nated
anitias arsd cokd drinks oolardsed the wordd.

‘ThHily Ke Chatkhanne', 8 memat ariten
Iy Shabid Almved Debalri at the tum of
e Bith certury, mentions a slerhet-foma
af Delhi widw weaved the blanng sun 1o
Iy azsarted dhetbets to thirety patwna
Bt writly thee irwvazion afbottled drinksand
fiery sadas, theirdays ecame mumbserad.

Same shebets of yare that have became
almast exlinet are wohua (msdhech
ngifolia) ka shebet. palsh flame of
the forest) ka sherhet and gl gudhal
ihidzcus lower) kn shebel. Al were pre
pared with juces of flowers. Phalae ka
gherbet, with 112 delicate purple hue and
clightly tangy taste, wsed to be guite pop-
wlarin Dell. Phalse qee berriesthat lave
a very short seazson and sgueezing the
juice out of these iz a testing process.
Bael ka sherbed laz a pleazant yellow
codour and fragranes. 11 was believed 1o
have many thermpectic properies and
was much easier to make once 1 hard
miut — the stone apple — was cracked. A
muwcl lighter shade of green was dis-
plived by amda-adrak ka sheibel gar
rizshed with refreshing mint leaves,

Ihifferert regions aof [rdia take proper
eborial pride i thedrowm sherbet. Sattu ka

ahethet saeete red with jagoery 12 e doved
af’ the people residing in easterm UP and
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Sherbetnama

In the sweltering heat. a taste of the traditional cooling
drinks that have been providing solace for centuries

Seadipzs dates 4
| et ioeEl, Shoed)
Methodt Bring 1o bod & cups ofwater in apanand add e Bmannd puipandoher ingredients ntoit. Cockon

rhadilm fiame til al ingradionts are well biended. Chech seasnaning, Remove fram flame and allowto
cood. Seve hrowgh a fine cothor scup staine. Chill and sere with preferred gamish. Thie
LEed 1o e the raditional first sip imbibed after e daybong fasting inthe hody monthof
Ramzan, mat ondy in india but in Terksy a5 well | & called temindi sherbet. Tamanind was
pentified as the date of inda by e Arabs and Terke, Aubukhars adds a fruity g o i

£

Rose sherbet

Bihar Its tescture 15 mone ke a smoathie
thain & squash ard it i2 more of a light
el thian a beverage. [n Jark hared, we
wene introduced by our tribal hest 1o
et b skanda, a mildly seeetenad
twrith jagoeryh antidote to suretroke, pre-
pared with dned ard powdered dieein
keaves mixed with kasji-like stanchy
weaiter olvtal red after bodling rice.

Along the coastal belt, kokion shaba iz
prefermed. In Uttarakbeod juioeiz odrocted
fisomn the larme fewers of Buiaarnsh ddwdo
diersdiom o prepare asherhat that s Hood
recd ir oalonir ared tickles the palate witl a
refpeshin o ta e InBerala the most popula
tracition alahebed was prepaned with Dadiae
sarsapar b s (aradidneida b roat.

Mare al fhe dest coolants meeded the
crutelwes of artificial colowrs, fragrances ar
aidied Tlanrours. Bodarn shatetand thamdad
were white, bosl ard sandal swerved
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A papde ready to paddle — Dhanue Fatwan va spapes Gurdaspuor
Bank bal ance — Sunmder Miganl Rafihal
Playpool — Gopal Krishan Juneia, Chandigan
A bond in the pond — laswinder Singh, Chandigarh
Binds of afeather frodic together — Rajiv Sharmia via epaper, Amnitsas

Ambi mnrE

torovmrds yelkmy, ki was emerald, arwd
eviteda-audieake podiion. comeoctian ard airdi
paviviia were a lighter shade of green, Phat
ao, padash ard gudhad were 1 shadesof red,
wikile e b aherba was violet-tirted,

IMLI KA SHERBET

NG REDIENTS
Il il patie 50gm
Decraly Accliniie wWiTn akes)
Jagperyor unwefined sugar  S0gm b
Biack nock sait 1 fange pndh
Black pepmenconns 10-12
i coaraely poun dead |

Alubuknara imSed driesd plums) 340

A
[

1

The method can be appliad o prepans char-
ot o other fiovwer petalk ke mahua or

sarsaparila oot The beverage s much less
swesl than choyin g oordisls.

by temperature. The sereation of heat
takes many forms: daah (burming, taap
{hea ting b ardsaoitong (residue ol wnpkeas-
arit beatthat ingerslioe ramarsel.

Fresh coconul waler & an esocellent

PALASH KA SHERBET

Our good friend Qamar Agha from  resdymade ratural shethat. Bottled suest I NGRED IENTS

Alla b b inEists that the ant of prepar- — coconul water i= now available Al S0T08E per g e Anandl e cechry)
ing argd serving sheibed 1z almost dead.  the lard, a3 are tender green cocomuts.

The old way was 1o pour sherbet into a  City-dwellers sometimes  substitute . L
copper o brass pyanly. The water used  cocomut water for water in shikanii and ~ MISNCNEL Suga) l1=p
was malurally coaled in a clay gwvahi. In zome other sheibaa Alas, most thirsty BB peppanens Eoasely monded. 1042
any caze, ok was an unaffordable Juxu-  people resort to the shorteut of bottled  Grean camdamam seedsicashed) 1/2Ep
ry for the masses 11l the 1930s. Slabs of  sherdet concentrates, owedoaded with g o) To Laste
ice were brought for Mughal rulersard  preservatives, scidity regulators, artificial Bried it leaves i &p
areE tocratic edmirher: {ram the  flavaurs, colurs, elc. :

Himalayas via special munners or on We have pleasure in sharing with our  LEMON juce 1Ep

baals, The Britizh started “farming e’
i1 Drelhi in iee factories much later
Apcarding toAprurved a thesummerse s
sam depletes ererey by delydeting the
by and esposing it to high fever-1ike

resders ame baslefnes recipes of tradi-
tigrsal sherbats that retain thelr ratural
goodmess ard ane muaranteed o beep oy
o, J::'.-'-il".ﬂu'l ard refreshad as the mercs-
vy e nd relerthess Teatwave persists

Atiga Bano's hentage palace in Sopore isnow helmed by Jaspreet Kaur

Method: o alingsdens in Soups ohwaled
Coner and keap aside for 2t loeast s hors
Save The anom St walkr inbanoiher pan
Refrigersie and sere undilvied with pe cubes
and fresh mint leaves as gamish.
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MASEER AHMAD

(OPORE m north Eashmur &

kreromas theampletown’. Having

Faoescd tucemmenil i the 1980, foday;, it

& & peacefi] place wheredemaocra-

oy flourisles, going by theldighvot-
e Turreuat in the recerite becliore.

At the far erd of Sopane, a remarkable
cultural plice has emerged thal draws
mtellectuals, educatms, students, archi-
tects and Ristary entlusissts albke —
Eazhmir valley's first private ethmsgraph-
i e, Mearas B bl

Thee musewm kouses an exerave callec-
i af’ artefacts all pafhened by Atlon Barn,
wsin g les meodd to e museum, Thea
collection rumbers a stagrenng 70K dems.
Buaaren, wieo precaedd arovay 1n 2017, devabed Twer
lifie tey poessgryirg theeae are faets. Sl amed
o smve everyday tems from Baslunin life
st wee e i e nk alldi sapipesn e

Bafiome the 1900, thee e me wene weed i
anyme aressaf Tural rortern Basdanir Hoor-
ey rapkl uribsanisation chen ged lifestyles
A feartly, lesding to the vanisdng aof
theswe aefacts. Meeras Mabal, meaning
“Heritage Palace’, presarves thisculbure.

Thse mousaeum. e sald ished befone the mil-
ftarey period by Bavo on her property,
sopyes &2 & testamen to roral Tife, I shows

‘ -
A

fifga Bandg Jasperoal K

bowr peaple Tved ard worked; bow Bash
vz, bt Pardilz arsd Muslims, oo lebirat-
ed festvals ard coped with differen
weatler seaore over 1he oot ries.

The collections ame categnrsed intoterns
cotta, woodenrk, wicke rard grasswane, met-
al {ichding jewelleryl, store, textilos and
marEerpts. The terracotta callection fes
tures everyday i ielen tems ke picklejars,
cluy stoves ard water pichers, esch beanng
the meark of Blaslnr's st e el beritage.

Tlse museum dizplayza neh collection of

wicker tuskets ard traditional BEazhmird
firepats skilfully crafted from teracotta

Mlewras Mabsal howses an esopisie ool lec-
tion af white metal hardmade jeaellery,
ncleding meckloces, bead perdants ear
nng, clakers, bracelets, arm e ey, mas
ket fedegant hairpirs), kasnhisisi (hosah
pire), ard embelliled huttons,

Beovrr iny Sopone, Al Bar canoe ived e
ibea ol Bleeras Makal while working in the

2women & Meeras Ma

Drepertrvent of Edwcation. During ber varn:
ous afirts seroes Bazhmir, she collecied
arbelacts, aften purchasmg them hersalf
Even after retining, she oonbimesd T
effrtz. The museum's collection inchides
Tmrdwmtten Korans in Perstan and Armalbic,
Sarakrit manusenps, o well oz 300-6ar-
ald handwritten books. Vistors can ala
find histarical ooirsamda deta ded histary of
tlee Bashmiri phemie Pottery and tools
rebatend Lo 1l maling ofthe ooguisite Pash
muinsa falbrie are aleo o display.

I 217, Jasprest Baur an architect ard
e ey by trainim g joirsed the efforts to
preserye Aligs Bane's legacy Sl came to
Elashumir for a visitard fell in love with the
place. Kaur meat Saleem Beg, lead af the
[NTACH chapter in Jammu and Faslmr,
who immdueced her to Bamo's work.
[ rpired by Biarg s dedi cation, Bauwr's Del
hitozed SPAN  Fourdstion baecked
[MTACH s e furisizlmen t and memovation
progrnanme for the musseum.

The buikling asd it inlenors wee
redes med o creste galleres acmmmadat
iryr aronard 30 per oent of the musewm’s ol
lesertinrs, forl hewa ra initesrrsatiomeal starsdends fon
rovuseuns. On Novermbe r25)ast year, at the
museum's 20fl isumisbon, Jaspeeet
Bl had gnly are reguest, that the com-
mumity should embrace ard adopt i1
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BETWEEN A
TEMPLE &

ANART GALLERY K

Thewonderthatis
Narbadeshwar
in Tira Sujanpur

S1poHARTH PANDEY

HENEVER the epitlwet

Dy Bloomi® iz waed

with refeperca 1o e

meligiws landscape of

Himachal Pradesh, it iz
waally & select listof e mples that readily
commes 1o mird. The alficia]webaie of the
Himachal Pradesh gowemment, fo
inEtanee, enlists 26 Hirdu pilgnmage
sites, Fromn Chambsa's weell-known Lakahr
i Mara yan Temple to Slhimla's celebra-
ad Jaklu Mardic. But the state haolds a
number of other treasures az well that
cheserve egual i mot greater appreciation.
Ome such edilice & the extraordinary 200-
vt -l e rmple aff Maradeslvorar, that les
in & sleepy correr af Hamirpur district's
Tira Sujanpur town ovedooking the Beas
river fromm a low perch.

[t i= perplescing &= to wly thiz strectune,
swmzh with some of the grestest wall
paintings of Imsdia (and pesibly of the
wnrldl, ehxdes popular awvareness, een
within the state itself Visitors traveling
thrugel that belt i the shadow of the
colassn] Dhaladhars ane lkely to pay
absizmnoe 1o the deities st Brajeshwar,
Baijrath, Baba Balaknath and Jvala

ARTS

e it
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- - -
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Thiss tructure, swash with seme of the greatest wall paintings of india, eludes popular sware ness, even within Himachal Pradeshitself.

mukhi, all spread wathan a few hundmed
killametres of eac hother. They might even
drve up to Sujanpur's highest point
crwred by its Bimous fiort, thit lolds the
zhnne of Gaun Skankar But the knowl
edpe of Martade shoar oz sometling maone
than a regular zite of local worship
FemLAins coTEplowns by 113 aboeroe.

First and foremast, the temple oom-
plex sirikes s both an architectural
masterpiece and a vererabl art
gallery, that lasts amongthe mrest and
fimest specimens of Bangm arl on it
walls and cellings.

Bunlt in 1802 by Fari Prasam Devd, e
wife of Raja Sansar Cland of Kangra,
Marmdeslwar resizts classification as a

protaypical North Indian temple from
the cwtset. As visitors climb wp the rural
wialkeway From the mean road to enter its
premizes, they are struck bya Qat-roabed
budding at the oemtre of a large,
stanewalled courtyard, that resembles
mare of a forl than a Himdu shrie.
Drevoid af @ shikhora — that mest promi
nenl part of temple typalogy — Mar-
badeslwar bears the nfluencs of ol
Bajasthani ard Mughal bedding styles.
Oetenzibly dedicated to Lord Shiva
ard Parvati, whose wed ding ceremaony it
depicts in enarmws detail an the sane-
tumm sanctorum s Pt wall, the 1emple
actually hasts a plethara of other sub-
jects aemss s amched comidors lining

e parblngribo. Even a cursery glance
ure the viewer with the sheer abur
darce of eliglows, royal and natural
matils, that cover almost every inch of
the walls, both inzide ard outside. Ele
gantly dome floral chaing, avian cow
ples and intricale wresibes weave
aomEs the building, furnishing frames
wpon frames forallkinds of entities. In
betwean, long panels depicting eolour-
ful mythokgical and gquasi-historical
seguences  from o the  Roimayaim,
Mahabharata and other recards row
timaly punctieate the atistry. Perhaps
the mast idiesyneratic aspect of this
magary isthat while all of it qualifies
as Kangra art, there ame palpable sty-

T ——
- - —

hatic differences among the ilustre
tignz themelves This attests 1o the
variety of artists deplayed for the dec
aration, who brought their own
imprints whilst being dynited wreder a
zingular painterly gerre.

Oher distinetive feabures mesmerise o
well. Sections depicting aristocracy and
kical kings (mcheding Sansar Chand him-
self) share space with those of gods and
_g:‘r-:ld:ﬁ:ﬂ:eh. THLEETYY of them d]‘.]].‘l-&d 1 hﬁg.
flwarg Palsrl costumes. Marbadeshoar
iz e af the lew places where Knishnaiz
e omly ehetailed thugh his chikihood
beremcks, but aleo via hizrale asaking. Ard
b b driteeer- e L o e ey et s
ally erter temple art of the regian, oneis
truly moved by the ircluion of Sikh
Crrrus &2 well, confirming the influerne of
Sikhizmin the ares.

Even after spending hows tomet e
staring at its multifarius elements, this
gaorioes temple retairs the rare abiity 1o
meveal sometling rewwih every glamee,
roch Biloe ary dmval wable pdeture gallery. It
i 22 iF e strectune actively “aks’of its
vizitar o attersl” properly to its detals.
Arsd the artists who were at1le belm of
thiz project aurely knew this, For as the
phikizopler  Simone  Well  obeerwes
“Attertion, taleen 1o itz highest degros, iz
the same thing & prayver” Atterding 1o
art as graceful and & evocative as Nar
badeslwar’s alzo amountz to anothe
kimd of warship, ane that seambessly
Do packs 1o spdritwal with the skilul

— The wiriter i a histortan, artist
it cilbirn | ot e froan Shimla

While superstitions have long orchestrated the doom of ruda veera, the instrument is also unwieldy limitingthe number ofits exponents

Strings
attac

NE of Irddia's oldest extant
stvin g iretrimen e, e mudva
e heat azitizeolodguink
by called) b been ina dateof
checlire fior thse last 10 years.,
Tockay, very few practitianers: remain.

When the las great beeikaar fom a

heaibaer famdly, the late Ustad Asad Al
Elan (HET-2011) wernt b an awdition to
All Inchis Rashio i thse late 1950 b intra
duced hits irstrament as Samscali teaia,
e rvome we Il-borevam version af the irstne-
meent played in South Ddia. When gques-
tiared s towhy hedidthat, hesimply zzd
ra0ee Joreew e viod i veenn ard e was
naslat for il in the AR documertation,
Dhespite e vy & severth gereration nudea
veein practitiores, this is what he kad 1o
resart i Bir being ermalled wath AR
Butwhy wasit sorarely fayed? Ore olsn-
aks reasan was that it was a diffleult instre-
ment, wrviekdy ard adousticn ly motas auwde
bl & mare modern sting instrments
Alen, it was vl tawght devery musikinn.
Believed 1o have oo created by Lord
Shiva bimeel{ the fudra veenn wasoomid-
ened an iretrument for prager “He whw can
play the veenin ard kas i eremledge)
can reach God,” sad Rishi Yagmavalka.
Orer thecentures even after it adoeased
o e st s e paryinge i retrument and
wias Being played sale, it retaredits s of
exrheivity. Omly certain tradition al firmbes
Played i weilin thesa, too, anly & few chae
2o diseiples who we e considered capable
af i it g the ritwal seriee asnciatad

M s cigle of Ustad Asad Al Khan, holi Hedge teaches ridrs veens o several student=: (R Ustad Bshauddin, aomooolmTes: BHaral WA

wiithit, wenea lowed tolearn i, Purity of the
by aurecd i ared st adlwe rence to dai
Iy practice wene o mest for beeikors [ e
iz oy Ladty, the medra veena auld curse
syers, 1 was wrdversa Ty beleved. These sl
dedicated their lives to it could become
chiikiless i they were rot worthy of playing
it. Buchsuperaitions madeitan even mone
demardding retrument to leam.
Lrstepesti gl v Bl Masie Alimed, grardtsan
of Mian Himmat Ehan, e last great
hasnkarof the Muglal count, was dyildless
whidle i service at the Dell duthar. He
earaped the eity it TASE and began lving
urrber the patrorage of Kurmar Bikrama
Singh in Jalaredbar. He was rovwrjust play
ing it for prayes mot in the court. He was
lesspdwi th two chilldrern in Jie 8 ftes. Thas
telief af being masspicioes for wirsorthy
practitiorers was a lgge determent and
every germralion saw very few beeikars.
Thoze wha played were sooarded & e
zal semianty, regardless of Hmeag. In the

iian Himmal Khan, a blind beenkar in the
court of Mughal emperar Shah Mam.

FHOTO COLRTES Y. HATHE FIMNE BUTLER SCHORELD

lazt 100 years, Ustad Bardde Al Klhan, wha
Itved in Iniare, Bas been ase of the most
respected beeikams. Hailling fom ks line

age, Usad Zin Mobiwddin Dragar (1929
1SRN0} wamess @ et ek, oo, The stary of
hurer thiz link came about iz Dyteresting.
Barbe Al Ebairy challonged the musiciars
af thee ey a2 rg wihile e played his veein.
He i theat wihioesrer waom wos d met to e
ry his daughter Uaad Zakiruddin Dagar
toake wp the ol e e and married Unrao.
Hiz som, Uatad Eiauicin Dagar, spent nire
yearzinl rdore with iz Moo, learming the
i weetn from

Zuddin's son, Ustad Zia Maohiud din
Dragar, turrsed ot tobe & mreat veenn pliy-
ar too. He alag made plysiesl modifics
tigrs 1o the irstrment, making i maore
audible. He changed its bold ard it was
o held on the lap ke the Somawati
veenia, not wpright.

Tk, Tt som Ustad Babensddin Dagaris
thee Pt e s mit o the idim veeno, and
e clues sn stwdents Intere stingly, Balwud-
dim's father encourmaged him to play the
e the family tradition was Diupad

singing. A gereration earder, D Mabned-
chin bl totake permission from his fatlwer
1o play thebeei s the ape stitionattached
1o payving the retrument was 20 palpalde.

Bahauddin shares that the reles wern
atill rigid — 10 not towch the instrument
withoist bathing, only ly out the instre
ment in & pure clean place, pever play if
yioware 11, ard rever wethek owledge 1o
sho dovam aryare muscally. These rudes
renmain i fece “IF you do bettreanid (diz-
homesty) with the irstrument, there will
e pe e sk, e cautians.

[ri recerit time s, Sovami Parvatiloar {19 16
1900 has leen o wellbknoan sxporent.
Uatad Wazir Blan of Bampur, the st of
the preat Senia ustads, did mot teach the
hesito mostofhis stedents. His gramdson
Dabir Bhan (1805-1972), whao lived and
died in BEolkata, was a beetikar bt rol
poeeis Ly & jarifie e g &l il an Jas wa s Pary
dit Birendra Kiehore Roy Chawdlury
 1901- 18720 Ustad Wi Blsar taught anly
anrod and swshiigar e ks disciples
Watad A Dasdin Bl ard Ustad Hafiz Ali
Ehan [nterestingly, the surdiiigar was
cregted to teach beei techmigues 1o morr
beeit playing disciples!

Ulata A Al B belonged toabasidoar
Framnilye sy, Toee s thee lastof bz lise . His
sest-kervam v dizeiple & Jyotl Hedge,
wi bves on s fam in Barsataks aod iz
teaching nedm veain to 41 studerts Uatad
Sharmswddin Byndi Desad (1G62011 bwmza
fime hasigkar, toa) ke fatlser had tramed
vy Ulated Walwed Blen of Tndare.

The suparstition of irEauspicioeEness
attached tothe rudin vesia extends toils
makers toa Bkl Ram, the mod well
kmown marument maker i Morth [rdia
(b farmily mnred from Lalarne to Dalluil,
chid 1ol make veeims. The late Bishan Das
5 ety o ety sustaimed an eyednjuny
e bewas merely repai v nga v The
irstre me it makers who ape “suthanzed”
o mmake 1t are fewe It takes about tan years
1o malke a really good veeno. And the lowr
rywm ey of practitomners o't belpin g the
eyl af 1l Podin veeiin,
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PAREINA R ASHID

‘ HE human imagination is
obzeszaed with the ides of
leaving” — Chitvan Gill
it westo e ommoept
af migration n ler book

‘Direaming a Paradisa®. Toeplain bow the

ideand migratin g b coreumed The burman

rave siree the begmrrdng of 1ife, she ol ds
ker argument amurd Adam ard Ewe's
eviction from paradize, to the cursed warne
derer Cain, 1o Moses Jesues, Mol womsad,

Futi Shankara

O gy syrneses o b s ity 1, Do 1

chickrtsith ber brnging in Laika te dog's

Epaoe Voyage it suppoart of ber conten tiorn,

bt oree dwe bokds ou rhards ardd gives wa

gunded tour of the palliz of Buland Masjid,

e Sputrik 2 tragedy b= hrgottern

From tlase patlz emerges a beautiful
story that embodies the quintesence of
swrvival, struggle ard trumph of the

human settlers. As tbe author puts i,

“Bruelarnd Mazjid iz thee story af mi crations

The Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

- BOOKS
Survival, struggle, triumph of human settlers

b Dl ] sk thoey (10 e vy settlor =) end m
a srupae toereate o paradize.”

Gl e bezes ke esclenavely on soctal
arecd developmental e sin the urisin sec-
tar @z & writer, indeperdent flmmaker ared
dhcurnartary pletogrpler, e ines fee oy
arf B larsd Wlasicd alive bath with ber womnds
and platographe. Her obeervations of this
Fournar settbement are Band- iting and ber
shyle of documenting fhese isalmost Iyrcal,
wihiich at times borders onsurrealizm.

Az she brings us face to face with the
characters that inhaba Buland Masjid, we
2o e i il bowettes, but ther zoulsane
laid bare — for ws 1o wrdderstarad them,
krerr theam &= persons ratler than the
imvizible otler.

Here we meet Mobammad Zafar, who
came from Moradabsd ard corvrerted the
swamplard rear the Yamura into & pars-
dhize for thomsats af destitutes, whowens
foroed 1o Jeave thedr homes i searchof a
better future n Delld. There ape otlers
who enrch Gill's narrative, ke Rimwan
Bijrary, a dhaba aemer; D Tsltiag, wihs

Fifty shades of provincial grey

RATESH SHAEMA

HESE ‘“podtcands  from  the
periphenes” de meant to “free

people from  stereoatypes™ by

Tl v A eomn e g e i 1 b

tiormal ard miellectusal map”

that will showease the provincials’ mreat
contribution to modern culune. Tamme,
Shakespeaare, the Bkt poets, the Brame
zisters, Goorge Kiot, Premeland, TS Hiot,
Heidegrer, Raymard Willtams, Halwl
Sankrityayan were, after all, provincials
actually, Surmarsa Ray sys

- s Writlen i English (aume
Iv not a diaect), wlyng
ety an trarskitions and
talstered witl a gueodaticn
in every other paragraph,
the baok carnes 527 notes
ardd 10 pages of irdex to
beelp vescbers rend gate therr
way thoueh this sprawl
i work of “ran-Oetion”: &

PROVINCIALS: POSTCARDS  woud that haz come 1o
[FR0M THE PERIPHERIES flaursta oo for s despnir
by Sumana Roy. a3 a triumph af r=ight. So
Al you lene memals social
Pages 3100 cammertary, biography
W Bterary jowrnalism, cniti

e, eutlural hstory, Libersary
cartography, sdwlaryireatise, acallege text-
book, and then zome. But nothing dose
it alsole-Teer e dly Arwd e morres dion
et ey Fere beeers b, fioneibaly.

Whicl raies the guestion: who & the
ook for® For a professional, an amateur, &
chilettan e, a college stwdent? For a foreign
resder? A metopalitan® The pages an
Bl et posts ared the New Critics read 1ike
tesctbonk stuff. Thease an Shakespears’'s
SR Tees dembersed memores of my back-
ground resding on the Band during my
Baclkelar's i a provirct] college. The
vechurcdant phrases introduect g wel Honaam
writers and familiar plices seem aimed al
renders wha have i “cultural capital”, mor
aopess totle Interret. Roy overesplains as
affen az sl winder- porprets

Butthe wmiting s somply el i masy
places, a5 when Hoy desorises her parets’
courthip orreads Blywwa reshoaars stones,
or hakds a cawersation comething [ ol
=l did e altend with some ook ar wiiter
The form & poblng testative, always
emerging, aften armisng. The drsctume 15
kired of dialectieal but veiled, pingng
beotwmer the ovinetal ard the metropali

tar By can be ol oroe marrukoes avd e ipti-
cal, poetic ard pokanical . e can lasgh at
berzall. Avd she doea sream, sven at
tlwee zhe could have Sk just poliely
e ades fhose who men the tebe of litesr-
atuere with tlseiril boooked, serambled theon

When gemrembong & o a formal
requimerent, i canbe a clancy bai to draw
asmorbed readers. But the book lscks colswer-
erce ala becmee it s vapeely comeepty-
alized ard urredly esecuted. ool neres
iz ret ambguty, e property some | ey
wirks Bty possess

Apparently, the parsdosical centre of the

writer's periplery & Silimur, from whicl
alpe moensumes The diztamee oF praimity ta
ather places. The real centre & metaphys-
cal: it 12 the tosde momance of places ard
ot 1 seduces thewrer toread Hesthell {1
e an e of bemming ane's place™
andtoranely admire Heidegrer s erclsant-
merl with “moledses in e 2oil”, witly
“argarie life”, with “suthentic daeling”
Dioess Foony really red bonowr of Hledde grer's
dhese p irrabrerert with the Nais ard their
ideakogy of “Tkood ared sodl™?

Her loaded biraran overlooks the luis-
Lo cantribu tian of greatoites, OF Aflwrs,
Rome, Flaemee, Kashi Prayag, Patra,
Pariz, Mew Yok, Lenvdars, Delh, M,
Kaolkata, Hyderated, Labame, for instance.
Slhee choean’t even pase to eflecton a New
Yorker's canfessed provincializm that she
P ponlf” e thrs s, winich mudeors e peoks-
ble appoesite — a foemn daeller’s metmpali
tar A Shee forgets that e Blsandws-Tom
Kizhare Bummnarssingng lkely gwed some-
thing to Hank Williams, Check Berry arsd
James Browr. The truth & Boy's famoes
e rectids e thase also oveneane the =t
fling embrace of fee pace and trarscarsbed
it marmy comversation. Same cultivated
ool flard s, some wal bed tatow river
sality withowt ary metrapalitan stap-ovas
They diidn't et mods became chains. They
dhefied the stereatypes.

Ent Roy & wrsalde 0,10 guite of ber aspin
. Peabsape thene's a tean ng ey to pub-
haly Evern the fetehoecking i= poor: the
Pt care tan decade s after 2l fainksit
dhicl, the Mol muovement was mol an
urtsarerural war but an mparted deakogy of
bz vl pronarctats do rot make sclass

Provincializm i@ a date of mird, an sttt
tuche, & space ard styke of thinking. Not the
actual faet of having grown up in the
o rees. Bloy wades into the questioan, yet
el 't ma ol thee way in

DREAMING A FARADISE MIGR ATIONS AND
THE STORY OF BULAND MASIID
oy Chibvain Gl
Seagull Books.
Papges 185,
5= = 5]

rure s Unard elivie; Soban Lal, ore of the
fesw Hirddus of theoolomy, Nafiza, who mms
& e sty e Hlewr ) Shea s, wist runsa tik-
ko stall, qar Hare Bala from Kollkata Most
it et af e to Flaji Avsee 2 ddin, the
arse Wl kerrs b o et thin e dame”.

Getting things dare m Bularmd Masjid iz
ried easy. Spread scross 8 Sacres, i is just
are of the 1,797 unsutharized colories of
Delhi. Gill let=the researcher i her shine
az she pils theze wrauthorzed colonies
ajpainat the * proat ides of urin Drdia and
the zmart cities =0 meticulowsly being
planmed for this greatwrisan age”. With the
oeal of an activia, she attacks the Delld
Developmernt Authonty for the howsing
abortage by appreamately 20 lakh wnis.

“Tra 1961, the DT A barsced over 19,190
hectares for residential development, but
1l 2011, had rod been able oo d ouwses
arsevern balfthet L™ 2l comments. Thas
chapter an “The Uan Age’ izinfommative
ot e s chepuanr tume fromn beer wseal saltand
pasetic style of writing.

Slse imonediately retums to ey arigisal
tore as 2l captunes the zocial miliew of
thecalory. Gill abserves ow everytling iz
chiviched amd swb-dinnded within the colmy
— linguistics, cwstoms, regonalizm. ..
Bare iz, Bijnanz, Bernga i, Bilared Surpris-
ingly the landful of Hirdes who lwe in

Finding Jassa Ahluwalia

Surrrva Kate DEanaar

ASSAAHTITHALLA has doreevery

thing = pesibly can to bekng

s lsere Jasan s jourme ¥ traners-

ez midtiple adentities and geogrs

phies, from being ramed Kaevinder

Sinygh Ahhswalia at bivth toan exple
ratian of who an Tmperial Worder Boy'
ook e Poet Solmue S Parrtes in ler
poenn Lok, “It saadters whad you call a
thatige Enqidaten e oalled e B rgios
it " Thsewhen leea eady been athered
woikd never let anyvthing fusl this oflyer-
ez I the rame Jassa, e author foursd
it juest anlace, bt an entire wodd
ookl bee huite, theat wras i

[n maodermn, postd deperdence India,
its v ity -populated states have omme
to e krowm for thelr shymcketing
mvigration trends, Birirstance, Punjabis
Feave evedited their own Purjab shemever
they beave gone. India’s corstant otler-
i all Punjalb las ot stopped Panjabis
finm achieving whatever they have
wizhed to acldeve. But it las come ata
zignifican oost. These migrants lave
faced losses galore. These lnsses i lum,
huve oo their daily reality, bt they
Fuve raat Jot flyess losses dofine tham.

Jasza was bom toa white English maotl
er ard a broem Punjab father, and mrew
up betonesn Covertry ard Leicester 4z 4
wihite bwar wiso spake Punjals feently
This bealTled poople more than ance. A= 4
result, it halTled Jases too. Jassa, o British
aetorwriter, flmmale rand tradeunionist,
e 1 ot i 1"z ke o Jorsar w b
T ol ke . "Bt by Mot Hlalf™ i & e
prirt o sl the jourrseys be b @t ot an
urrtil mmy — the jourmeysaflooking witl-
in, ared the physical jourmeys that s has
had to wdertake. “Both Mot Hal® wel
o 1y bridity and koaks st culural divi-
sxors with exemplary kirdre s,

There = a complexdty that Jasa has
afforded for Kiplings ‘Kim’, an Irish
arplaanin Labsme who i o the Jooket for
iz plage o Uiz word's map, The author
admits that he kad o tum to Kipling
becaeze 1hene was nowhere el 1o look
This complescty, Faowever, turmed out to be
& agumee of oeat strergths for Jases

Mare than lalfaay through the ook,
the avtlr reminds ws that “Both Nt
Half iz a refusal toacoept lsary think-
g atite foevalie andis abookthatzets
et to el allevyme v cial Jberarchies

Jasza writes “There &2 no ws and tham,
anly humanity” Samething that he
i}l estpared an dn the Al chapler of
the ook that reconds the suthor's jor-
neyas anarepractiang Sikh, who contin:
wes to e irepired by the teachings of
Baba Marak and Stoictsm.

Thoze who have spen ther onlumes
beeiryr otbeemed aften try to cormect with
tlseir intimate histores thoush e
mother tongees Whille Jases sets out 1o
learn Gurmukld in fve dave fiom a
YouTube chanmel called BaruSahibHE [
toa, learmt Gurmukdd i my late tesns
froma ook thatomzagift from my Eatlwes
“Puerj sl Primer 'y Dy Gurba khsh Singl
wias published by Akal Printing Press
Biarw Sahib. My experienos aof this atler-
T s vy dlifTeme vt Prom Jasen's, snes
[ oz vt ouintedt rsce vt v & sy 1o Prure
jab parerts, inadiflent date, ard that
made all the diffenspee b me evenwlen
[ moved abroad.

Thi= ok = a milkermial = love leftar ta
the warld. It 15 & plea to bhar the bowrsd
aresthal separateus. [ aniledwhen] read
‘rendthn ek i the ook, wrlvich ssems tokse
e MBI poespees roir kv theaot af oswin g
down m front of Guey Grands Sabib,
Tleere are variows terder momentsin the
ok — from the sincenty of a Creom
dhal' gkt o calling his grandmather BG,
the abbweviation for B wha weites ler
grooeey lsts in a Guemukhi that is a
transhiteration from English,

‘Botli Ned Half® ends with a heartfel
mesage fo the asutha's  @ster
Framnarianee, wih i guseer arsd broswr, wiha
has ako falt ofhered but becawse of es
sore that are different from Jasa's He
tells ke thet be's peady tobe ler brother
st I iz vy 1 oo Jairn.
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thecolry eombess “Ttmever drechk wethat
e aime [ g ina place darmi reted by Blws-
line.” Religlorbased politics & a rich
man's muse a2 far & the inlabiants of
Bl Masjid are conoemed.

The seame & Bet changing thowgl The
politics af the mabon has seeped in and
turred them irtoa recvows Lot Nobody is
willing totalk toGill any langer, “We can't
talk. Dot come hene, They will take ws
away,” they 1el] ber. Tod sed, dizenmirsaio
oy s, the mwcation of Article 370, cont-
il rots —“the resde ntzofthiz colkny
are being foreed 1o 2uboi 10 8 pew Lo
munge e lanpeage of fear” <le wriles.

Gill's lanmsge an heman migration
ard thelr subsequeent rehabilitation i1
fearless. Omly if she had mefrared from
wzing oo many ecempts and quates of
writers (fram Chares Darwin to VS
Maipaul to Chades Dickens — Thof them
im tertaly. The reallife drama of ey asbject
12 moen gaingg ared Ber way of capturing it
15 stk il that she could Feve dore et-
terwithouet zwch frills.

ALY ON THE REI1WALL
by Mpana Kilaaala,
Pupa Pages 232 1525
Harshad Mehta scam, lberalsation

of the Irdian ecosomy — Alpansa
Eillawalss ternre with the commu-
rilcations de partmernt of the Reserve
Bank al’ Ind i coineided watha very
vibrard pliase of the cemtral bank. “A
Fly an the RBI Wall® iz & no-lakis-
arredd acoount of her joursey, a peek
irto the minds of the gvermons, all

emirent scholars, under wham she
warked over the oourse af & caneer

Sparr i e Ysar twe degades.

FESTIVAL STORIES THROUGH THE YEAR
by Rachina Chinahia.
HeupeenColins,

Pages 24465 ¥250
Latest in the Rootz of India’ series,
thiz ook imites young meaders 1o
rajoioe i Indhia s ricl cwhure thiwsh
e cimmypbe stare sof tarotwins, Matasln
aad Mikhil as they expeneroe an
apytireyenral fetivals ad e lebrations
— startingwith Lalird in Jan wary ared
encking with Chrstmess i1 Dhepam/ber:
[rekin iz & cowntry of myriad festivala
Mota manth goes by inwhichwedar't
hawe something to celebrnle. Thiz

wnirk celebyates thed happy spiri.

Why militaries support and thwart the transition to democracy

Navre) StvaH

HIS poreermg wark sy Sharan

Grewal, based an luis mevised

PhD dizsertation, Bowses an

the political trareformation

from smactacy b democracy
thragh detailed cise studiesof Bgypt and
Tumizia, It & based an primary and secarsd-
ary sumpes, persaral meriews with civik
1an ardd il itary leade = alang withsurweys
af military persarrel He ako probes the
generalisahility of the theory thiough a
cresratioral amalyziz of all cminines
Do tanean 16 arwd 2010 The author brings
thse miltary fant and centre to fhestudy of
demicratic travsition and oomsolidation,
ard esamines cribically why some mile
taries suppart arxd others thavart the tramse
Ty 1o eherncracy.

Thee s protests s the Aval workd came
tir s bersvom asthe “Arab Spring’, The pro-
testers rallied for food, freedam ard 2odal
Juestioe e e man ded ane rd totlse de cades

of detatorships. While each oourtry's path
to bremkdoom was unkpee and e

faveted acriical elemert in every story was
the mle of the miitary This, Grewal sress-
e, was mol unkgee B the region. Militades
aften decizmely shape whether a trarstion
15 mitiated in the fixst place, making or
hreaking revolubions trigeering defections
o &t vy wp in defenoe of the didator
Grewal iz af the view that despile theair
centrality, miliares leve been relatively
negected in e stedy of demaocrat sation.
Seholars e fooesed kess an understard-
ing militanes ard their motivators and
mare an tle urddedying factors: povarty,
repesgan, lack ol edwcation ar polarisation.
He argwes that it las been less olear why
somme miliaries some these apportunities
and ofhers — “mkbers of democracy™ —
igriere e, Likewize, the elites may want
tor e the malitary torepmess the lowe rolass-
ez or to help them Aap increment
takeovers yetit e ks clearwly the miitany
sametimes obeyzand ol r times does ot
The authar highlights an ursberstudied
strwctural factor — military Je gacies —that
sluipes the clwrees et demaocracy takes
raot. Althoegh same seholars bave bagunta

S0LMERS OF DEMDCRACY T MILITARY
LEGAIES AND THE ARAE SPRING
by Shazn Grewal,

Onfond Unkersty Paess.

Fagpes 336
£25

explone how coup-pradalin g shapes the ml
itary resparseto mass wpriEnes, the suthar
exdersda these studies to s Tow they alen
sl pe de mocratic tra reition asd oorsaol ida-
tian. He aimes o e fine theursde rstarding of
whal  shapes  the military’s  attitedes
towards demoeracy

Grevm] stesses that in contrast 1o e

poplar perosption thet the e of mildarny
edvups buies s, Ul nea Tty iz that the mwdl-
itary iz kely toplay aneven larger rale in
future demnacra tie trarsitione.

The authar oames 1o e corclesion that
i Turiats, o military regected and oot
el aroad wder autocracy s its s
e 1o ursder demooracy. In Egypt,a
mailitary emperened wikde r autocracy saw
itz privile ges curtailed

I fart Turitan ard Egyptian miiares
axbibit major differences in e ir corporaie
interests composition ard prolessionm em.
Each of these varailes should slape Tow
these militanes vew the revolution ard
demnaratic trarsition En Turndsia, all tlmes
Factarapandrted trwsrds supparting thedem-
creTatic T resd o, wihitke i Egyvpt, theesy painit-
e torrnds overthroedng it, ety validat-
ing ke authar's theory that & dictator's
couppmoling srategy can creste le gaeies
that shapethe prooess af demaoera isation

Crewal argues thsat the desive for democns
ey 12 wriersal ared oon ta gous, vel democrs
ey 1= by ro mears ruaranteed to takoe oot
New demodcracies must respect 1l mile

tary's mienests He oorschudesthat the milt
tary’s belwviouwr under democrcy s
slsaped by b 1 had been treated wder
auvtocracy Autocrats who had empowered
tleeir militanes produwce soldiers wha will
repness proodests and stame aowpe topne serve
theeir privileges O the otler autocratswin
hiad margrsalized thelr militanes prodoece
sokliers wlw suppaet democratisng, but
oy dare ke T e Asceptibde tod roumbant
takedvers ard eivll wars. The dictator’s
chics toedthser empooer or mangial e the
military thus creates legacies that shaps
Isyth the likelbsood of demaooratization and
e S by which it breaks down

T strwetural factors an d leaf thairer-
ratioral eamrity b bave o @ enifieart
place. Borthe author keeping the military
far from polities @& typecally the better
aption fior democracy. Thes, the contml of
povaer 158 shared phermmernan ard canrot
s e 20 de i bl wish

Grewal's ook reflects his meticw ks
analyas ared i gulights resw aspectzal poe-
ey arnd s control, alang with recommensis.
tors far thse future.
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TOUCHSTONES

IRA PANDIE

ABIR, the popular falk poet, will

abways remain the ongral wise

man of Beraras. Hewrote fhou-

sands afcoupletsidohos ) that are

nemonised by gesemtions af
selmalchildren, thasgh gquickly forgetten
However, they lave an uncanny abiily 1o
burmw themsalves in ane's braln and rsee
b ebcbers b qpe & windoaro Parkedam st add
moments. The doba that has hauned me
after the Jure 4 wll verdictis: Dhrbad ko 1w
sadaipye, ok ot haai . Roughly translat-
ed, it mears, don't torture the weak for he
bz a potent eurse. I thare ame lesanrs o be
eyt Tromm s dobe, then all political péa-
tes had better head them. This election was
& stunrin g reve kation af the pain and misery
the hapless poor af this omeriny have suf
fered in the last few years The tiumplsn
slogars of the muling partes about The boom-
ingecorsommy, ndia s risng warth worldeide
and bow mary millions Teve been Bifted o
of pererty —al ] these maard pothing ooz
wihawere doomed 1o subatst on dale, elarity
ared State reglect.

Why blame the mling goemment akre?
Are we, the welH-ed, thesmuomiddleclass T-
i i oo s e corados with wein fermupted
porver ard waler Aupply any less muilty? We
write long articles on o this aoustny's poar
are suflenng, but lave evena amall mombaer
amangws ever Lifleda fnger toalbeviste ther
mubeery? T kv al o glibours weiso dedict
wiages for the days their halpor & urable 1o
onme for work. Bemember the Shylock
apeech from The Machoi of TEidee"whemne be
asks whe ther Jewzare ary different from the
rest af Veretiare — I you cud ug do we i
Mlear * b anskes the Rialto's s ghur ghets, Dia

The Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

REFLECTIONS
Real hero of the verdict

these wnrers rot ke days wihen they e
wrrwell ar Beve an wgent task toattersd toat
Frarrae ¥ Bt vy, hese peaple are shitkers” is
theresporme mast employers beve. Theother-
iy af e poaple’ will come are day to bite

i all T eam prediet.
Lt ws mow turn 1o Purjab, the state that

careerm s me mast deeply. When we left i1 o
TEE, i s Just e Trom a Prghilening
decade of separatizm, termorsm and social
turmail It took years of wark and pol itical

Overiooked, despised
and dismissed as foolish
and illiterate, the aam
aadmi has more wisdom
in his little finger than
all those psephologists
and reporters

compramises o bring it toa kevelof normal-
oy Tt it ergopred for a boed while. However,
iry T Lot fiosn vieare, sonmve wrlyappy deveal ap-
merits threstae n to take it back totlose grim
days when religouws fusdamental Em, agri
cuttural backsliding ard & comatose industry
bezvre Fi e il tareowsly todera il the state.
Al o thiz itz fragile politiesl stz
ard yoe have a sate st may erupt imto
flames before we realise 1. The old gemers
tionaf politicin: — Badal Serdor, Annar rder
Singh, wha wielded palitieal poosr by turrs
—azwell & e bureawrats and citisers
who understood Purjab so well ard rever
Eeftitdespte the challenges they often faced
— zadly, all beve vamished. Rampart oormep-
tirn, the apen meddlivg by Paldstan and the
dirg deslers Peoan e B ey ae Al retas

arsd Carsnda Fave filled that vacw wmn.

Everyane talksof their nghts s leadme o
the person who paints out our deties. Rights
arsddubies mo barsd in Tared ard unless e cit-
izt hemaalves step in and help thoee wia
oo Bl o ] sbragys: Do dfi stz fed witly
the State. Perhaps it & the etermal legacy of
codanializm fat we do ot ve goed our Lowd as
vt v, Wee w1 fior th eadkoe (a amorplymes
concepth to nesalve problems becasse they
Tuzne the peroer. I truthy, &3 the ecentelection
resuhts show wetle people T the poser bt
e it ko it Do in frveyvears, we letthe
incumn et government Krow it s faled us,
et e elect iretead the same set ol rogees.

[ ey meot e aronin d Frre vesars Later 1o 5ee @
camument an the nest Gereral Election, but
st I lwve Jearnt from this e disturbe me
el T af v wisn pride el ves an
the ir Prurja b vet ar Bluarst vats, starsd wp and
take contral of your fate.

Firsally, a sahete to the anik aadind, the com-
v Drwcies, wko 5 really the bero ol this ver-
dict. Dherkaked, despised ard dissaed s
faalizh and dliterste, e las mone wisdom in
his litthe finger than all thase pephokgiss
wlha only crunched numbers, ard thaes
repariers wih tosehi they had the elections
o fheir plite g they ate ard dattedwitheit-
etz wlw gpake fheent Enghsh or Hirdi They
picked thear way lsanky tonose, thmugh the
overflrwing gutlers and filth of a tiny village
thiat o raot 2een & politician or weparier ever
bsesficyiee, aired e Toedd thee uikes i1 & chessths grip
teycirsn the reetos s reve riothe red to came
theirway Brmken, rotedvillage meads, wrem-
plogred youth sitting dlymaking el s, women
kel iy in & binck-aln in the groelng beatof
the afternoon were brushed agide enen a2
paeares all pralEe wene read aut on theshining
higlray=, ar the frastrectume of our cites by
the sleak nedn wha basked in bz e bungs-
Lernr, vy ny thee bae e £ that “Bloddi ki musara
e’ il ] e ] T et frsie agair

A re et an era when the Oppoesiton
e rschees wrill e &3 steong as the ruling ooali-
oy, Jed s Bopee they u=e Barlisment a2 i was
rmearit to be. Aplee towphakd fen ghizof the
cammd Didiarn,

As Beas Dam completes 50 years

5 per the Indus Water Treaty

sigred i 1960, the waters af the

thee eadem rivers — Sutle),

Bz ared Rz —where allotbed for

et India Mo Hipurpose Aver
valley prajects wene plarssed for larressing
theear wraters. The masive Bladors Dam (Sut-
L wess taken wp first, followed by Beas Dam
and Ranjit Sagar Dham (Ravil

The Bhakra-Manga] complex was aoeom-
plizhed by 1965 The warkers and enminsers
galred eperienee and confidence in dam
buking ard this tramed force went an 1o
undertake the Beas Hanjit Sagarard many
vt by ek Ty e et 1m e me gmion.

Besz Dam ot Popne (Bangra distact) & an
enrtlen dam. Wark an this Nood cart] ard
staragedanm was taben upin 1961asdcamplet-
ed i 1974, Tt weiters ane fhe Lifeline af panched
lamebain Fa et an o i1 = aleo ome bo md gra-
ey Biveds ared varioes fish species. The Pong
perrerplant bz a ca peci iy o C306 RO ard 1600
wiillicm wnits arrnesally. Bess Dham iz celebrating
1t golden jubikes ondune 30

The highest dam in Azia of 115 ime was
ocampleted by e soneat and Wil of & dedieat-
ad band af 1500 workers ard 1,000 engi-
reersandtech mcians Over 130 worke rmard
atler aseociates died during the omstree-
. W zal wte tlsem!

[ started mpy career bere a2 o Sub-Tivison-

al (MTicer in 1969 ard after almas 33 years,
e the praject as Chiel Engreer Those
chaysane still fresh in memary,

A corerete spillay bad been provided an
thee Jeft side of e dam. During the socms.
tio, a Avarm of fearfil neptiles wras erooun-
e, Tleey wovukl comme curt In barge mmlsers
and sttack the domer ard s operator. The
ke Pl to b o pise s evushin g of roptiles
was corsidensd inbuman We sought the
advice of the area’s famous Ghati Wale
Bl i’ . He advized to budld a “Shivii’ tem-
phe. A s kel temple wa s bualt. After a few
ahays, ok was reswmed after & slight adjest-
et in alignment of the strectuns. A full
fledged temple was corstrected later &t a
hillack as an abservatory for spillay opera
tiore. The tenple remairs & vibes nt e,

Tlee ware af 1965 and 1971 with Paldstan
affeeted the canatrection schedule of the dam
sz allocatian af furkds was dadsed In 197 Loms-
strwction weas in full seing et Army alficers
irssted an taking away same eguipment 1o
averthen e rararatratemy They lasdod deoe-
r rech ol et rresebuivses o thwoirtra ders ard laft
fir thee ki ra, saying, “First war Laterwall.

The finarcial croxch ard import restrice-
tars came a2 a blesing in disguise. Many
aquipment axd mackive Irsovations wene
achieved by teclicl ars and engseers.

Druring 190475, the dam work was eanng
completion ard the reraschment of surplus
lalaonurers wias on cands. Work an e Thei
(Flarjit Samar) Diam oow bdn' start due 1o leck

af Tursds. This perersted & fear of we mplay-
mverit. There wepe protests and some Laismr-
a1 even devised ways o sk dova wark. [t
waz then that many skilled workers and
tradmed aperators were sent by the movern:
ment to Gull eountries and redghxuring
regiors. Similarly, seme engineers wene
che puted s enperts ta forelgn locatiane.

Aleguriforgettable i o dowrr-to-earth seniar
affice s luenble ard disciplined to the core. He
weoukd always stard Inoa guess inany peblic
place. He sl d rever jumpthe guess, even if
requesied Cre day, Te went to a Junior Eng-
rueer's Pouse di sruteed s o belperand told s
Lamrly theat b s et by B’ He obayped 4l
arders of Bibid" thimas ghout the day, be 1
aweeEng watermg the pantsarbringing fer
i kitrery Fromm sclool. He bad browghit his o
il ared dheetimed all bespitatity of the L ly.

At 4 pm, be told “Babiid’ that lis duty was
aver While leaving, he toak all e pilfered
s — heose pipe, Deckets, table ard clais
— ared o theese chepoaiied in e govermme
slare as ot avd fownd”. Wond spreasd a2
ardd pil ferage stoppedamast &t anee

Theem e was aChel e adwrams sur-
prised to fird that Fe wias reot the anly Chief.
The Chief Fire Oficer, 1he Chie fPunchase (T
cer—they wera addresaed as Chiel” o,

The soadedii Bess Dam — planmed,
chesigred ard corstrected by Iradian workers
and engmesrs — hes completed 5 years of
lifie_1t= a moderntemple ofa resurment India
ir e vioe af mankind.

The silent sentinels

N
L

mountain landscape

PARTH J05HI

T wae a dedy morming as we
regotiated the mamines ard
seree Jeading up lo Phangl
Gahy, a 4500metre pas in the
Gt BT e b Matiorn] Park
in Himachal Pradesh connecting the
rerurte Jiva Malarsd Parvat valleys As
we walked amidst the mapmificent
Sperry In piv-drop sileroe, 8 mckiall
an adistart slope o ke the everie and
we spittedia mrowpof Tee ol the top of
askope, scampering away cutofzight.
Az we stood a b
it B vyt et retigatirso ftlis
pearic among The wnpubites, o af the
peorters arrmimed caswally, <1 sxra king
tall, mae lsave been a s eopard™
Sl are the sighitings of this enigmatic
speges — lardly a Peeting @impes,
aarmirg i s moniker the ghast af the
menartaire’. Mot af the times, o s
toeaterd with subtle sigrmal’ie pres-
e, & Pk bene ar feere, e car-
case af 8 devoured prey ar ame seat.
Thee st leopand is arse of e s@men
T el spsescies fiursd ohobal by ard per-
laps ase of the most fasanationg.
[mhabiting  highalitede  mountain
lambarapes inn 19 oountries semes O
tral arsd Sowth Asia, e yvarebughly spe-
cialmed predators that an arave in
extremely  cakl lemperatures  and
i e e e v Thsed riotal popelatioon iz
estimated o be betorean 4 000-7 000, of
which arowrsd 700 are fumd i Eredia
armas Jammu ard Bashmir Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, THisrakdsamd,
Sikkim ared Arvuraclial Pradedy
By preyving on kerlavores ke sheap

and goats, they prevent tlsem from
arvergrins, wihich leaves errh faod
fiow sl ber ariimnals:, & rad alen ma rtaiees
eonayatem factors like waler retertion
capacity arsd rutritian of e sl there-
by ercring aleal by eomeystem frall
The fod duain they manage heolpe
maintain o compled retunde of wet-
larks and mesdoos that provide a
Touffier more between glaciors ard A vers,
albrzoring e xoess water during wel sea-
sor, which prevents foods ard aleo
provides waler during dry sessons,
il Je allewovins o plart lifie o fourisl

In Irctia, sremy Jeoparnd habitats are
estinated to provide ecogyatem s mic-
ez wortls TS 34 ballion aroaeally; wihich
induwde fresl water miserals, arsd
mvehiciral ard ammatic plants. The
Himalayazan often mbermed to as the
“Thind Pole”, lokding the thind highest
amenrt af fresvwater after the palar
mamar. [1 12 nowrderstn e me it 1o sy
that the smow leopards are tls
rusarekiars af fhe e waler soures

Twkary, 158 srwoaw Jeopard i clasafied
s yubherable’ by the Interrstiosal
Urmigrn  for Consrvation of Matwre
(IR, ust o srte ey Lo bseoam-
ing Sen " There are muhiple
pessy sy fior fhi s Dhes toclimate cleamge,
thedy ratueal babitat 12 shrnking e
bl e mperatumes nereass. Unean-

trelled graarg in wild areas by daomes
tie lveadodk leaves les food for wild
Feruivromes, Josseting @ o & ded e i thedr
pepbationn a el con segquernitly, less poey
T srwar lesoparts:. Thisbrings them o
Imnan settlemeris in seach af e
slnck a3 prey resulting in retalisiory
keillin gz by willagers, Wikd sheep arsd
goat are ala asceptible to poaching,
arilser meason for a decline In sy
Jesor ot ek ot s

Protecting s leopands  nedguies
protecting their lsabitat whsee lumans
have peacefully co-existed with them
fior certumies, mary of Them nomadc
ared pesioral settlements. These come
vt s thee st betiors al wm e
trsditiomal kereavledse amd culural sy
e, Firshing ingeriouws ways to aurvive
e barah corditiors. Swely cammr-
e aurdl theetr way afliving in barmany
with petume, read o muclh prdtection
az e sranv leopinds themsahes

O aof e maor challenges iz track-
iy the movement of sow leopands

The food chain snow
leopards manage
helps maintain a

complex network of

wetlands & meadows

araed e ke leddige of local commurnt
tes beomme: extremely weful In
(taraklend, the powmmen leas
irvrabred youth from villagesto asadin
corxiecling swmy leopard populstion
cersis, In Sikkim, commurnity vohirr
teers frequently patrol forests 1o dis
CORTaTe ParaChig.

Preariting ablerratie Tveliboods 10
ook tes can reduae ther de perd
ey A leopand babatats fhraate
ral mesurees [n Lada khy, coltage indues
tries lke oommamily-based fowrsm,
rersdlooms ard food rocessing are
Ak & stable source of lrmme for
villagers This redeces the peed fo
thenm 1o epease the ape of thea lve
sock awd allows for e geverstion of
peastume kareks fior ikl berbbrames.

rifrar-rect alarm sersors ane redicing
iretarces af srmer keopands wardering
it Juman seftleme s, while frogsl
irrsyvation e wine meshes 1o aver
corrals qr sheep pers & reducng dan
ageto Investock if ey enter villages.

It i i gt aorwcd sumrygy in Tarchit, a il
Iame inn Rong valley in Ladaleh, which
e irymebene] e chas & wiinter T i des
tisatin for people to omme and Spot
ancaw keapards when they descend o
kwrer  alitudes dunng e  oolder
manths. Far villagers in Tarduit ared
thoesn e of people Iving m the higr
attitusde Himakayas, the srow deopand =
albessoar ol Tope forasustainsble fitume.

— The wiriler f5 @ ol fraale oap et
iy 1eibh Bhe L dbed Matio s

Patronise only those buildings that are fire safe

CONSUMER RIGHTS

PUSHPA GIRIMAJI

HE Guarat High Court's

recent outhurst aver the state

govern merit’s fuluee to follow

it2 exrlier grders an fie aedits

avacd fime preverition reflectathe

callective anger and frustration felt by citi-

zens over the continuing regect of fie

safiety in pu e budldings amw rd The courne

try Theseries of devastating fines That took

a beavy toll last manth kas, i faet, oo gt

into guestion the state administrations

ability 1o enforee fre safety ks and pro-
tect corsumers.

Be it the amusemeanst Beility at Bajkat

where 28 persore were charmed 1o desth
because the sdminiztration allwaved # 1o
muake mearey atthe cost aficonamers’ safie-
ty, ar the private mecratal care baspital n
Dralhi, tlsat feeced even the poorest of the
s, Pt b e atberiticm to thedy safiety
Whait = apparent & the complete dismegand
fiar fme sakety lavs by thaae whs ane sup-
posed 1o comply and those wha are sup-
posed 1o erforce them. The victims are of
oot s, e corsumers al thoss s nnies.

I & dhesperate bid to mectifly sweh enfornee
et fai huves oorsumers afben seek judiaal
interventian or ssmetimes, the court tesalf
takoes wpthe mather suommoti, as e Gujarat
Hi gy Cevuert il fil bevr v 1t o iy et v
tragety. What reall yirked the oot was that
inregpree toa PIL Gled in 2020 folkwinga
semiesaf Teepital ez in thestate, it hed g
en detalled directions on ercuring fie e
vertionard protection of life ard property.

Wil the Bajlat civie authorities lsd
igared the count’s ditections and alwed
e armesement cerdne tolursctiom and Toure
sk watteuta five safetyoertificate. Going by

e Himvinary nepaorts, the e ae ieitable,
ared & alan The deaths because the tampoe
rary tin walls were covened with highly
inflarrmable plastic foarm sheetsas shadow
wealls. More oo bt e material, reheding
et avsd diesal wras stared an the premis-
e, bt heme werne 10 fire abs e fine esctin:
puhing systemsard escape ouwes!

A ussal, the move mment wake wp after
he five ared 1l resnHant checks of sming
centres in Almedabad, Vdodara, Rajkot
and Surat shovwed 1he estentaf b lessmess
— & Tary as 19 recreaianal faei lities wen
slyut dowm after inspections for poet kaving
the s ned permisions ard fire NOCE!
Bt this 2 thee sl practioe everyawhene in
the coumitry — follvwing & major fe, the
it hrrties swddenly spring imoactionand,
radgred by courts, they start hauling up
affierdors Butaroee thetragedy moves soragy
frevm the mediaghne arsd the coures’ st
iy, everything & forgotten and vialations
cortiviee, 1l fthe mesd tragedy!

Bhlkevoviny g ilee denataing Bumbalorsam
T | M ks h el five, 1l Supoeme Court

b in 2009 directed all dates and UTs 1o
arairetlatall schools gnelycompliedwith
thee Matioral Buikiing Code of India, pertic-
wlardy Part IV —Fire & Lifie Safiey; and the
Code of Practice of F'ive Safety in Edweation:

a] Iretitutione, Bormulated by the Bunsawof

[ i Stardards But, even today, PIL: s
being filed in state high omats 1o ensure
comgplian e with the apex omrt's onder

Moy iy the aftermath ofthe deadly fire ai
s Balyy Care MNewhom Hespital in Eax
Drallyi, theal mobbed sbe couples of their
et e Dhedlid Fligh Chonirt Teas taken wp
twn petitiors @eaking directions totle e
erriment o anrdwet regula s compmets reive
finesafiety suddits af small arsd mediwm-amd
nursng homes and ensure that they have
adequate facilities for e preverntion, life
safiety anwd fre protection measures, There
weng a5 mary & 36 nuraing bomes ity
expired registration, a petition said.

Chee can imagine the gual ity of registn
s oo e Bact that the meosatal hospital
huaned v cbeararsoe from e Fire Department,
rig smake detectars or sprnklers, o e

et mor any peovision for sk somee of
highly combustible aeopmen cylinder=!

Sirce omrrepbon in the enfooement
proessa rd skministrativeapat by ard slodls
ane the major hurdles to fire salbiy, omr
surnerafetimers st g o Trare ey
armd aceountabiity in the enforcement
proeess thraegl Citimeres” o taring Com-
mittees that would regularly evaluate and
azpess the implementation of the lear In
addeditinn, 1 should seoome mandatary for
aevery distnct adminstration 1o publizh an
thelr webaites the complete list of public
buildings in their aea and whether they
Tuge fioe NOC: ar ot Extablislments fhat
by rart D fime cleararsce ar do 1ot Tenr
hee ir certifl cate showld e bt dosr.

Tt 2hwonakd alsotseoome marskatany fior every
pubbicoemmnencial ki o displaypoomi-
el st the evtraroe, the fine safiety certiff
cate ard e freets This wey, consumers
can patmriae anly those bulding fthat ae
five zafie. Residents’ aendations wouwkd ala
by well Lo cvede am aelwoal s, e tals, restas
rarits, malls ete, i thedr anea for fve safety.
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Fashpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda, Phof Nepal

Ay BANERIEE

EM years &g, wisan Mane rdsa
Mot ook aath a2 Prime i
ter an the fareomur af Rashirap-
ati Blsros mon Way 26, 2004, swe-
coeding Manmalsa Singh, n
attendance was Palostan Prime Minster
Nz Sharif, slarg with @x other Sowtly
Asian lesders The imitation to Shanf
Becarme o talldng ponit in diplmatic cieles,
raEmg hopes ola e stariin the olheranze
fractured hlteral mlatiors. When Modi
gets sanrn In as the Prime Minster for his
third e an Sursday evenimg, top palitical
leaders of meighibmrng countries woik]
again be present but a notable omizson
sruld e st afa lesder from Pak istan
Mot mviting Prime BMimister Shelibaz
Shanf, the wunger brother of Nowaz

Shant, stems from the diplomatic feese n
bilateral melatiors An vt had sesmed
urilteely if vt inmvpesiiada, ot it wes rubed
aut amdd fthe prevaling ey relations.

The shif't fromm 2014 to X024 15 =tk Ten
wearsan, blateral tes are ot ina workmg
mugdke’ a2 ey wene in 2014 Conversealy,
rebitiore e raod s b s ey were i May
2019, whsen sequerntial events i Belwwary
lsat year meant an nvite to Pakistan was
ruled owt when Prime Minizer Modi took
aath b Tz secomd e rm.

Expert sfedd thatwhile realism demands
drwing of red lines, India needsto imest its
chplomaticcapitalin the right way

The abrogation of Artiek 370 of the Corr
stitution in Avmest 2019 clanged the spe
cial status of Jammmu and Bashmir Sivce
e, tes wath Pak istan bawe e n acn mae
ri rs:, with ro Ddla e ral political cortact.

Sharat Sablerom], the former Indian
Ambassadar to Pakistan 0082013}, says
thereismothing strangein Pakistan mof pet-
tingirndted fir e swearing-in, A ofmow,
it mot oy easy dbestion. There are band-
erned poaitiors on botl sdes ™

Sablwrwal, whoa  wes

November 2008 termr attacks in §
Mumbiad fhatleft 168 dead, ssy= “In

2014, the Drdis-Pak relatiorsdip r
was relatively stable 43 8 resul of

thedia e conduece d n2011-12 - 8

fid vt vy 1 Bfummmdins sittacks

TCA Haglavan, Awmbas {.
zadar i Pakistan fram 2013 1o
2015, agrees that 2014 and |
2024 are “vastly differe nt aoe-
naras; an nvite to Pakiztan |
ferrtlye sanear I (E 10 DETEIan Y
el Tse wrineslistie ard even
bizarme at this dageas themw = a
total freeee in bdlateral elations".

[m July 2018, Prime Minster Modi
kad called up crcketerturred-paltician
Irnvran Boban tocomgratula te i m on his par-
oy, the Pakistan B luese k- Ireaf (PTT wane
ri g the et seats i e mere ral electiors

Theeay carme theaver iz af Febresry 20 19—
& ermorattack in Pulvarma Joilled 44 troogp-
arzaf the CRPF, some 10 days later, Indians
Air Boree jets bombed @ termor cannp at Bal
akot in Pakistan's Ehyber-Pakbunk I
o reoe. Tl riesdt day, & air duwel ercwed
arith Paknstan in which Wing Commarder
Abbivandan Varthaman's plarse was hit
and b parachuted down n Pakistan,

Dezpite tlhe musclefladng by boeih
Fbes, Just thres ma mthe later, i Blaw
2014, I'mran Khanrang up Prime Minister
Madi to congratulate Rim on winning a
secand term in affiee,

Dr Ashok Belurda, coordinatar of 1k
Seuth Asia Coritre al the Marabar Parr kar
L atitude of Dheferoe Studies arvd Analyaes,
=ays, “Thee irertiaod poet-Pubeams-Ba kot
and dowrscaling of diplomate contacts
eantives till date

Baghenran compares 2014 wath 2024 ard
zays, “As of pow, we live 3 lan an trade
betopean e tan sides, High Commission-
ergaleither adearnotin ploe, JAE cros-
baicber oonfideree-buidding measumes ane
vt e aned palitica ] cortact 12 missing

Sablarwal svers, “We have a pooblem an
tathy siches. The Pakistan side bas an urmes-
samable stard, asking Tradia 10 reverse the
abragation of Article 310 ard restoe state
Fod to Jamome arnd Boazlmir arsd 1] ther,
talks carret bappern.

[rdia’s stance that talksand terrar cane
red mo together bas lond of “gelled, but
has corstmined the povermment™, adds

Mahamed Muizm
President of Maldies

appainted 408
Ambasadaor st maonths after the &

CThe Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

INDEPTH

The shift from 2014 to 2024 is stark. Not inviting Pakistan for the oath-taking ceremony of Narendra Modi
as PM for the third term amid India’s nuighhuurhuud outreach isa sign of the freeze in ties

le

Pravind Jugnauth,
Prinee Minister of Maw iBus

Shesik i Hasina,
Prime Minister of Banglades h

L

R anil Wick remesinthe,
President ol S Lanka

Pakout
e picture

Mewly Swsom-in Pame Minister Marendira Modi with Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in Mew Delhi in May 2004, New Dedhi has
chasen o gve e coll shoulder 1o klamabad by not sending an imile when FM Moditakes oath forhis tird Eomin office. s

NEIGHBOURHOOD FIRST, MALDIVES INCLUDED

India has 3 ‘meighibouriaod first’ paolicy and the oathaking
oanemany will e witness ed by top leaders from Bangiadesh,
Sirl Lanka, Bhvukan, Nepal, Mauntes andSepchalles, Even

M akdiees, that has had afow pobiic Tk wam india, hkas boan
imvited. Makdivian President Mohamed buzza will headto
india for the aathdaking cenemony on whal will be his first visit

Sice LAk ing over i hovember last year.

Sablurwal, who aleo served s India's
Deputy High Commissigner in lslam-
alaad Fromn 19495 190

TIME FOR POLICY SHIFT
A penodal 35 manths from Seplember 2016
to Auguest 218 =aw events chanmng the
coursenl Indis-Pakisanties In Septambser
2016, thee Erschiaim Arrogy re talisted fiol kg a
militantatiack an il camp at el by camy-
iyt srmcal svibes st el tiple beatiors
armes the Lime of Camtrl Within the

Boon a5 prodChing, Muizza had travelied 1o Trkiive firstand
toChina for his first staee visitin January. Withi nihows of
taking over in Movember last year, Muizzu had demandad the
remaval of Indian miltary personmnel from his oountny,
straining bilateral ties. He posted on X, "1 ook forwand o
waorking togeiher to adwance our shaned interasts in porsuit

of shared paoe perity and stability for owr tao coumtries.”

foynpes: 1% o kerdmm foct that surrieal st bes
acrestle LoCaens carnedout in the past,
s, bt pever ackervailed ged Pl icly Ther
e The Belrwary 2009 everits, followed by
e abwrogation af Article 350,

A serving Indian Army alfioer says e
Pakistan armpyr 12 capaile of gvin g amy spas
e its marma the af viclory i miditary actions,
bt “oang away with Article 370 and its
it on MR woukd take a while 1o be
atworised by the army, the Pakdatand politi-
ciars arsd its people, wix levve e giren

hee irmpme o that Elashonir cin be taker™
Ariable deve kopmert, thaisgl 1 as et
Mavaraz Sharifs admizzion of violating the
Laabsivre puact i combenct af the Baarmil oanflict
Bhrmer Ambazsadar to Palistan Satin

der Lambah, in his ook “fi Pursicit of

Peace: Iidio-Pakiztan Relattons Uider
Six Primee Mimaters', publizked after lis
deail, mamates the back ehanrel talks
during Mammohan Singh's tenune as
Prime Minister. He lists thoee key points
an JE K — theme canra e any redrawing

A ed A, Vioe President of
the Repulblic of Seychelles

CHANDIGARH | 8 JUNE 2024

Te hering Tobasy,
Prime Minster of Bhatan

af borders, no joint soversl goty and the
LioC b to b e spectedd 1ike a mormal oo
dher e tome T e Tom coumtres.

The Modl government made its oom
atempk at merdting ties. The Prime B
i=ter muades v ranrounced visi o Labone
an December 25, 2015, to meet Nawaz
Shearif. I Aprdl 2018, juest momthes after the
attack on the Pathanbal siftase, an esdrac
diirery Track-2 event was bosted in Delld
wihere s former Pakistar High Comomnis-
siorers o Idis ad vive frmer Indian High
Commisaaners ioPakistansat down o the
first time o take stockofTilsteral relatiares.

The 15 former emys had dinser at
Hyderabad Howse, the [oreign min
iEtry’s ve e for state e rauets, and met
MNational Security Adviser Ajit Dveral In
M7, an Indian indusirialet, krowmn 1o
the Sharifs, was despatched with a mes-
sage o [slamabad,

Amnbesand ar Baghavan says “it s time
fivr & aluift dm palicy; i1 T 1o e dore grad-
wally ard appartunibies will arise”. Pak-
izt e adds, anowld e heen, toa, but the
iritiative huas tocome from Dndia.

O B o i ncirsenirss: T poesr @wserinnenst
ahold ol avd argy diplomet ¢ Tntersetion
il o it vl 1 rygee Batiorss wath Palcistan.
However realizm demarnd that while we
sy our ped I, we reed to imest our
ki plemmatic eapital i fe gt wey™

Wity ties in aieh a freem, Ambassado
Sabharwal =ays the way foreard would e
taking sbeps ke restoring the High Com-
mizaaners. “Pakizstan has dopped tde
writh Dretia, i sbeonald reagme i Pakistan beas
shevom o Pexibiity, Their Minstey of Bire-
eirn Alfans says create a conducive ek
rarment, bl statermnents ame rhetarical and
aritilrdia,” e adds.

Pakiztan Baeign Office spokespersan
Mumtar Zalra Baloch an Satuwmday said,
“Sirce the new govermme nt hasnt afficiak
Iy been swom m, i is premature to talk
about congetulating the Irdian Prime
Minister” Balkeh asdded that lamabed
bz mescl ekl sl ooopera tive tieswitl all
its reed ghibsoaurs, incheding Drdia, ared wants
1o resalve digputes thowgh talls

ATTARI-WAGAH TRADE

A mention of Pakistan durng the Lok Sal
ha electioreering iz weally in a negative
cormitation However, during the last two
plizzes of electionesring — when tle poll
teattle shifted to Pujab, H..'.ul‘. sl and
Himackal Pradesh — BIP leaders changed
tack ared mentioned fhe reed 1o beve trade
i the W gab-Attan Land mute.

The BaddiNalagaeh el in Himackal
Pradesh has several “100 per cemt export-
anented units’, but canrat expart to Pak-
istan wEing the lard border that is just 250
km west of Baddi The isue of trade ties
with Pakistan become a comtral pomt i
alectoral eampaigmng m Purjab, Several
canhdates, incheding  former  [redian
Amnbssador 1o U Sard cortestant fram the
Amritear sest Tamnjit Singh Sardlo,
promised eaimphion of Drdia-Pakistan
trade via the Altar-Wagah lard rowle.

The Shimmani Akali Dalz manifesto
abko mentiored the lmue SAD chief
Sukbbir Simgh Badal guestioned wly
irade with Pakistan could be allowed
threugh Gujaral ports, bul aot throgh
FPu ey s oosad retwarke

Pt NDA's victary, Punjab BIP presi
dert Sunil Jaklar sud: “We woukd lke
trade links o be apered with Pakistas.
Punjab e a georraplical advantage. [t
will alen impoove peaple-to-pemple e
Jakbar, wihso Bails frorm Abaeber oo bed just
20k fromn the India-Palistan bande s oo
ever warred that “trade canot be ot the
costal rartioral secwrty ardd rational pode.
These things Fave 1o e factored n”

Aftler the Pubvama terrar attack, India
irsypreed A0 per cerit duty ar impaornts fiom
Pakidan, making business urviable. Pak-
iztan putanensd tirade with Indaaferthe
abmogation of Article 570 Trade activities
are carried out throwgh the UAE, raising
costs, Urafficis] estimates per the trade
at 35 llion. Irdian firms export tymes,
proceszed food, pharmaceuticals and
chemicale. Imporied dems inclwde gar
menls, spdees and some mackinery tems
wzed i Enuall acale manufscturng with a
decizne balance oftrade favounng India,

Pakistan lsas remained mdecisive an
resumplion of trade with [redia. In March,
itz Blredgry Mindster, Elag Do avrourseed
st the gvermment wes“seriously corsxd-
erng” resunming trade ties with India. Diys
later, Bhpedgr CdThee spokespe rsan Baloch
coritradicid luim, saying po aech panwas
v racher discwzion .



