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Th e fi rst two warships in a Russian fl eet entering the Caribbean caught attention in Cuba on Wednesday, less than two weeks 
aft er President Biden authorized Ukraine to use U.S.-provided weapons to strike inside Russia to protect Kharkiv. Story A9.

RUSSIANS SAIL TO U.S. NEIGHBOR

BY BILL GERTZ

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The federal agency in charge of 
nearly $1 billion in funding for govern-
ment broadcasting sought to cover up 
improper activities by a fi red Voice 
of America manager who was rehired 
under the Biden administration, accord-
ing to a three-year investigation by a 
House oversight panel.

A report by the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee said the U.S. Agency 
for Global Media, known as USAGM, 

engaged in corrupt practices related to 
the vetting of Setareh Derakhshesh Sieg, 
a director of Voice of America’s Persian 
news network.

Ms. Sieg was fi red in the closing 
days of the Trump administration but 
was rehired a day after President Biden 
took offi  ce.

The report accuses USAGM of 

attempting to cover up its mishandling 
of the case but failing because of persis-
tent congressional oversight.

The report said the media agency 
failed to investigate internal VOA whis-
tleblowers’ complaints that Ms. Sieg, 
who remains a manager, lied about 
receiving a doctorate from France’s 
Sorbonne University and misspent VOA 
funds.

The French government confi rmed 
that Ms. Sieg never received the 

ACCOUNTABILITY

‘Corruption’ keeps Persian news 
chief on job at Voice of America

Whistleblowers 
report lies, bias

BY SETH MCLAUGHLIN AND KERRY PICKET

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Former President Donald Trump will 
discuss his legislative priorities in more 
detail when he meets with Republican 
lawmakers Thursday on Capitol Hill.

In his third bid for the White House, 
Mr. Trump has laid out a wide-ranging 
Agenda 47, which focuses heavily on 
reversing President Biden’s executive 

actions on immi-
gration, energy and 
equity programs.

Mr.  Trump 
needs Congress to 
score policy wins 
in Washington and, 
more importantly, 
enact structural 
changes to how the 
federal government 
operates. He said 

some of the restrictions handcuff ed him 
in his fi rst term.

The former president will make his 
fi rst visit to Capitol Hill since the Jan. 
6, 2021, riot and since he became a con-
victed felon. A senior Trump campaign 
offi  cial said the meeting will focus on 
how Republicans can advance policies 
“protecting Social Security and Medi-
care, securing the southern border, and 
cutting taxes for hardworking families.”

Rep. Jim Jordan, a top Trump ally 
from Ohio, said the Trump agenda in-
cludes reauthorizing the expiring 2017 

CAMPAIGN 2024

Trump aims 
to lean on 
Congress 
for agenda
Heads to Capitol 
with big wish list

BY ALEX MILLER AND LINDSEY MCPHERSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

House Republican drama and Wash-
ington infi ghting is spilling into Republi-
can primaries across the country, pitting 
far-right rebels against the center-right 
establishment. The rebels are losing.

Hard-line conservatives have come 
up short in eff orts to replace more mod-
erate Republicans with anti-establish-
ment candidates.

At the same time, establishment Re-
publicans are wading into primaries 
in eff orts to oust far-right members of 
Congress who have caused headaches 
for the conference.

In a half dozen or more primary races 
this cycle, Republican lawmakers have 
targeted their colleagues by lending time, 
money or both to candidates seeking to 
unseat incumbents.

In most of the contested races, the 
incumbent has faced or will face a con-
servative newcomer backed by Rep. Matt 
Gaetz of Florida and House Freedom 
Caucus Chair Bob Good of Virginia.

So far, none of the attempts to eject 
an incumbent has been successful.

The latest lawmaker to prevail in the 
primary war is Rep. William Timmons 
of South Carolina.

On Tuesday, he defeated state leg-
islator Adam Morgan, who chairs the 
South Carolina Freedom Caucus and was 
backed by Mr. Gaetz, Mr. Good and other 
national Freedom Caucus members, by 
4 percentage points.

REPUBLICANS

Center, far 
right take 
battles to 
primaries
Lawmakers boost 
colleagues’ rivals

BY RYAN LOVELACE

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Artificial-intelligence-generated 
propaganda supporting the Palestinian 
militant group Hamas is deliberately tar-
geting an American audience, according 
to a deepfake detection company study-
ing online infl uence eff orts that employ 
cutting-edge AI technology.

Investigators at Sensity AI say they 
have uncovered manipulated online 
content backing both sides of the Israel-
Hamas war, but the intended audiences 
for each side appeared far diff erent, 

providing a rare window into whom 
the deepfake creators seek to engage 
and persuade.

“Hamas propaganda targets were 
defi nitely [Europeans] and American 
citizens,” Francesco Cavalli, co-founder 
of Sensity AI, said in an email. “Israeli 
propaganda tried to focus more on in-
fl uencing the internal audience, not only 
Israeli people (in order to gather support 

for the military operation in Gaza) but 
also Palestinians who are not support-
ing Hamas.”

The report said a “massive propa-
ganda confl ict” is playing out on social 
media between partisans of Hamas and 
Israel.

The Amsterdam-based company said 
pro-Hamas content used AI to generate 
images of Gaza residents, especially 

children, next to rubble and victims of 
alleged Israeli attacks. The pro-Israel 
side, meanwhile, depicted large crowds 
waving Israeli fl ags and used deepfake 
videos and voice-cloning tools to portray 
celebrities expressing their support for 
Israel.

Sensity AI said its fi ndings height-
ened concerns about the AI tools aff ect-
ing the U.S. elections in November, but 
much of what the company found in the 
early stages of the 2024 campaign could 
be categorized as concerning or satirical, 

TECHNOLOGY

Pro-Hamas deepfakes try to manipulate Americans
‘Massive propaganda confl ict’ grows 
out of Israel war, AI detectors say

BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

You may get away with spray-paint-
ing graffi  ti on statues of American heroes 
in the nation’s capital, but don’t try put-
ting skid marks on the Pride street mural 
in Spokane, Washington.

Three teenagers were arrested on 
June 5 for using their Lime e-scooters to 
create black scuff  marks on the colorful 
Pride fl ag crosswalk at Howard Street 
and Spokane Falls Boulevard. The of-
fense carries a maximum of fi ve years in 
prison under the state’s newly enhanced 
felony hate crime law.

Responding to a 911 call, police ar-
rested 19-year-old Ruslan V.V. Turko 
and two minors whose names were 

not released. All three were booked 
on fi rst-degree malicious mischief. Mr. 
Turko was released on his own recogni-
zance, according to the Spokane Police 
Department.

The scooter riders hardly sound 
like model citizens. One of the minors 
shouted profanities when confronted by 
witnesses, according to court documents 
cited by KREM-TV in Spokane.

That said, the specter of teenagers 
facing years in prison for scuffi  ng up a 
street mural trampled each day by in-
numerable cars, bicycles and pedestrians 
struck some observers as excessive.

“The symbol is so revered offi  cials 
placed it on the ground on a public road,” 

LAW AND ORDER

Teen arrests for scooter scuff s 
on Pride mural stir backlash

BY LIAM GRIFFIN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

That familiar “pock, pock, pock” of 
pickleball is turning into “ka-ching, ka-
ching, ka-ching” for players and team 
owners in the nation’s fast-growing 
professional sport.

Major League Pickleball brings its 
hybrid of pingpong and tennis to the Dis-
trict beginning Thursday for a four-day 
event showcasing the burgeoning sport’s 
best players and teams while fl exing the 
league’s growing box offi  ce muscle.

The Washington Tennis and Educa-
tion Foundation in Southeast will host 15 
of the 22 teams from the nascent league, 
which has attracted big-name owners 
such as NBA superstar LeBron James and 

two-time NFL MVP Patrick Mahomes.
Former league CEO Julio DePietro 

told one network recently that MLP 
team values have grown a hundredfold 
since the league began in 2021 and are 
now fetching up to $10 million per team.

“This is a rocket ship right now,” the 
league’s chief operating offi  cer, Bruce 
Popko, told The Washington Times.

Pickleball, played on half of a tennis 
court with a paddle instead of a racket 
and a hollow plastic ball instead of a 
tennis ball, has been the fastest-growing 
sport in the United States for three 
consecutive years, with no slowdown 
in sight.

The Association of Pickleball 

SPORTS

Pickleball pros to show off  
prowess, bankrolls in D.C.
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CENTER OF INVESTIGATION: Internal 
sources at Voice of America said a 
director of the Persian news network is 
sympathetic to Iran’s theocracy.
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ON A ‘ROCKET SHIP’ Th e top-ranked 
pickleball players can earn valuable 
cash prizes in tournaments such as the 
one in the District this weekend. » see PICKLEBALL | A8

» see PRIMARY | A6



TRUMP TRUMPS BIDEN
A Monmouth University Polling Institute sur-

vey released Wednesday has some noteworthy 
news for President Biden and former President 
Donald Trump.

“Trump’s retrospective job rating is better 
than Mr. Biden’s current numbers,” an analysis of 
the fi ndings said.

“President Biden’s overall job rating remains 
decidedly negative. On top of that, his rating is 
lower than public memory of how his predeces-
sor, Donald Trump, performed when he occu-
pied the White House,” the analysis said.

“Opinion of Mr. Biden’s job performance as 
president is nominally lower than it was in April, 
but in statistical terms, it is in line with his rat-
ings since last fall. Currently, 38% approve and 
58% disapprove of the job Biden is doing. This 
is down slightly from two months ago (42% ap-
prove and 55% disapprove), but within the range 
of his ratings since September (which bottomed 
out at 34% approve and 61% disapprove in De-
cember,” the analysis said.

“Monmouth also asked Americans to give a 
retrospective rating of how former President 
Trump did when he was in offi  ce. Mr. Trump not 
only gets higher ratings – 47% approve and 50% 
disapprove – than the current president, but he 
gets a nominally better rating now than he did 
during most of his actual presidency. Trump’s 
best marks in Monmouth’s polling during his 
term came in March 2020 (46% approve and 48% 
disapprove) and just after he lost reelection to 
Biden in November 2020 (46% approve and 51% 
disapprove).

“Otherwise, Mr. Trump’s job approval rating 
tended to hover in the low-40s during his time as 
president,” the analysis said.

“If reelection bids are a referendum of 

presidential job performance, 2024 presents a 
unique case with two offi  ceholders on the bal-
lot. And that is posing a problem for Mr. Biden. 
Independents who are unhappy with the current 
incumbent seem to have developed a view of the 
Trump presidency that is somewhat rosier than 
the opinion they held when he was actually in of-
fi ce,” Monmouth polling director Patrick Murray 
said in a written statement released Wednesday.

REPUBLICAN KNOW-HOW
The Republican National Committee is track-

ing the economy and job creation, along with the 
role of politics in the trends.

“Republican-led states are the ones creating 
jobs and leading economic growth. The latest 
state jobs report shows that 12 of the top 16 states 
for jobs recovered since the coronavirus pan-
demic began are led by Republican governors,” 
the committee said in a report shared with Inside 
the Beltway.

The report also noted that all 14 of the top 
jobs-recovery states have Republican legislatures.

“Tennessee and Mississippi, both Republican-
controlled states, have been the only states to 

reach new record low unemployment rates 
in 2024. The latest report from the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis found that nine of the top 10 
states with the highest real [gross domestic prod-
uct] growth in the fourth quarter of 2023 have 
Republican governors,” the report said.

“The top 10 states with the largest increases in 
personal income in the fourth quarter of 2023 are 
all led by Republicans,” it said.

WEARY OF INFLATION
Tired of ever-rising prices? Rep. Jodey Ar-

rington — who had a thought or two on the 
consumer price index report for May, which was 
released Wednesday. It revealed that infl ation 
remained unchanged from April, with year-over-
year infl ation coming in at 3.3%.

The House Budget Committee, which Mr. 
Arrington chairs, said that’s not even the whole 
story.

“Americans continue to feel the eff ects of 
Bidenomics on the economy. Since President 
Biden took offi  ce, prices have increased by a total 
of 19.3%. This means that the average family of 
four is paying an additional $17,080 per year or 
$1,423 per month to purchase the same goods and 
services,” the committee’s study of the report 
released Wednesday said.

“The American people have suff ered the con-
sequences of Democrats’ runaway spending and 
Biden’s failed economic policies for far too long,” 
Mr. Arrington said in a statement shared with 
Inside the Beltway.

“Falling workforce participation, worsening 
consumer confi dence, and doubts about future 
economic growth all paint a bleak picture for 
our nation’s fi scal health. Under President Biden, 
prices have risen almost 20% and infl ation has 
proved painfully persistent making life for work-
ing Americans very diffi  cult and unsustainable,” 
the Texas Republican said.

“We must stop the unbridled spending and 
return to pro-growth policies to Reverse the 
Curse of a looming recession and debt crisis and 
get America back on a sustainable fi scal path,” 
Mr. Arrington said.

MEANWHILE IN NEW YORK
The active New York Young Republicans 

Club is planning a “patriotic evening” for its 
many members at a private location in the city on 
Thursday evening.

The star of the event is Newsmax anchor Carl 
Higbie, a former Navy SEAL and author of “Pro-
fi les in Freedom: Heroes Who Shaped America.”

The club is not done yet, however. It will also 
host an offi  cial celebration of “cigars, bourbon, 
scotch and more” on Friday in the city.

“Space is limited so get your tickets fast. Our 
last Cigar Night sold out,” the club told its mem-
bers in an advisory.

The club was founded in 1911, by the way, and 
is a “descendant” of the New York Young Men’s 
Republican Union, founded in 1856.

POLL DU JOUR
• 43% overall say they are “worse off  fi nan-

cially” than they were a year ago; 61% of Republi-
cans, 45% of independents and 24% of Democrats 
agree.

• 47% of Whites, 37% of Hispanics and 29% of 
Blacks also agree.

• 39% of U.S. adults say they are “about the 
same fi nancially” as they were a year ago; 29% 
of Republicans, 38% of independents and 50% of 
Democrats agree.

• 37% of Whites, 50% of Hispanics and 40% of 
Blacks also agree.

• 14% overall say they are “better off  fi nan-
cially” than a year ago; 9% of Republicans, 11% of 
independents and 23% of Democrats agree.

• 15% of Whites, 11% of Hispanics and 19% of 
Blacks also agree.

• 4% overall are not sure about the issue; 1% 
of Republicans, 7% of independents and 3% of 
Democrats agree.

• 2% of Whites, 2% of Hispanics and 11% of 
Blacks also agree.

SOURCE: AN ECONOMIST/YOUGOV POLL OF 1,595 U.S. 
ADULTS CONDUCTED ONLINE JUNE 9-11.

• Follow Jennifer Harper on X @HarperBulletin, 
on Facebook @HarperUniverse.

IMMIGRATION

Biden sued over border asylum crackdown
Immigrant-rights groups sued Wednesday in a 

bid to derail President Biden’s new border policy 
limiting migrants’ ability to lodge asylum claims.

Led by the American Civil Liberties Union, 
the groups say the policy violates immigration 
law and procedural laws governing executive 
branch actions.

The groups said migrants have a right to apply 
for asylum under U.S. law and Mr. Biden’s new 
limits hinder that right, potentially stranding 
desperate people in Mexico.

The lawsuit was fi led in U.S. District Court in 
Washington, D.C., and challenges a rule issued by 
the Justice and Homeland Security departments.

“While Congress has placed some limitations 
on the right to seek asylum over the years, it has 
never permitted the Executive Branch to categor-
ically ban asylum based on where a noncitizen 
enters the country,” the groups said.

 — Stephen Dinan

CONGRESS

Usher talks health care to lawmakers
Grammy-winning performer Usher visited the 

U.S. Capitol on Wednesday to meet with law-
makers about treatments for Type 1 diabetes one 
week after meeting with Apple CEO Tim Cook to 
discuss the topic.

Usher’s son was diagnosed with the disease at 
age 6. The R&B singer is an outspoken advocate 
for those affl  icted with the disease. 

He’s also a spokesman for French drugmaker 
Sanofi , one of the largest producers of insulin.

Usher’s trip to the Capitol included a meeting 
with House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeff ries, 

New York Democrat, and other lawmakers to 
discuss health care policy, a legislative aide told 
The Washington Times. 

— Susan Ferrechio

VICE PRESIDENCY

Norman to push Trump to choose Haley
Rep. Ralph Norman said he won’t give up his 

plans to urge former President Donald Trump 
to select former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley 
as his running mate when the presumptive GOP 
nominee meets with congressional Republicans 
on Thursday in Washington.

Mr. Norman, South Carolina Republican, pre-
viously endorsed Ms. Haley when she ran in the 
GOP presidential primary this year.

“Who can bring the party together more than 
her? Who can beat twelve other candidates other 
than President Trump?” Mr. Norman told report-
ers Wednesday. “He should pick Nikki Haley. 
Now it’s his call, but I’m just a little minion … in a 
big ocean.”

 — Kerry Picket

WHITE HOUSE

Biden calls son’s prosecution political
President Biden said Hunter Biden’s plea deal 

would have held up if not for his reelection cam-
paign, according to a report.

“If I weren’t running for reelection, he would 
have gotten the plea deal,” the elder Mr. Biden 
told someone close to him, according to Politico.

Hunter Biden had reached a plea deal with 
prosecutors to resolve the tax and gun charges 
without him having to spend time in prison. The 
deal fell apart amid heavy scrutiny from U.S. 
District Judge Maryellen Noreika.

On Tuesday, Hunter Biden was found guilty 
on three counts stemming from his purchase of 
a handgun in October 2018 while in the throes of 
crack addiction. He faces up to 25 years in prison, 
though as a fi rst-time off ender it is unlikely he 
would actually serve a lengthy prison term.

 — Jeff  Mordock 
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School’s out for summer, and ‘70s rocker 
Alice Cooper is running for president again, 
a gag he’s done every four years since the 
release of his song “Elected” in 1972.

In a campaign video, the musician says, 
“Well, I’m Alice Cooper and I’m a troubled 
man for troubled times. I have absolutely no 
idea what to do, so I should fi t right in.”

AliceforPresident.com encourages peo-
ple to “stay in the loop” with the presiden-
tial campaign and sign up to receive updates 
on the “campaign kick-off , ongoing virtual 
rallies, Q&A sessions, and more.”

A link for his “campaign trail” takes visi-
tors to his site to buy tickets for his tour.

In a 2018 interview with the Guardian, Mr. 
Cooper, who legally changed his name from 
Vincent Furnier in the 1970s and is known for 
his raspy voice and wild stage shows, said he 
doesn’t “mix politics and rock ’n’ roll.”

“When musicians are telling people who to 
vote for, I think that’s an abuse of power,” he 
said. “You’re telling your fans not to think for 
themselves, just to think like you. Rock ’n’ roll 
is about freedom — and that’s not freedom.”

It’s his 14th run for the White House but 
Mr. Cooper, 76, is younger than both Presi-
dent Biden and former President Donald 
Trump.

 — Mallory Wilson

CAMPAIGN 2024

14th time’s the charm? Cooper running for president again
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BY KERRY PICKET
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The FBI Security Division offi  cials’ investigation 
of an FBI employee included questions about the 
employee’s political and personal beliefs, according 
to whistleblower disclosures recently sent to the 
Department of Justice’s Offi  ce of Inspector General.

The disclosure cited Security Division question-
naires given to the agent’s co-workers that asked 
if the employee under investigation had: “Vocalize 
support for President Trump” or “Vocalized objec-
tion to COVID-19 vaccination” or “Vocalized intent 
to attend 1/6/2021.”

The watchdog group Empower Oversight released 
a copy of the June 8 whistleblower disclosure letter 
sent to DOJ Inspector General Michael E. Horowitz.

It’s the latest in a fl ood of whistleblower com-
plaints that have prompted congressional scrutiny 
of the FBI’s top brass for unfair treatment of agents 
and other bureau employees, including for their 
political ideology.

This time, the whistleblower is an unnamed now-
retired FBI worker who served the bureau for 12 years.

The Security Division, also known as SecD, also 
asked on the document if the employee under investi-
gation had attended the Richmond Lobby Day event, 
an annual Second Amendment rally at the Virginia 

State Capitol.
The FBI did not respond to a request for comment.
The FBI employees approached by SecD were 

told that the Clearance Investigations Unit was 
conducting an administrative investigation of the 
employee’s ability to maintain a top-secret security 
clearance.

The co-workers were presented with a document 
reminding them that the FBI employees have a duty 
to respond to the questions and any failure to reply 
fully and truthfully may result in SecD taking action 
against their security clearances, according to the 
disclosure.

Tristan Leavitt, president of Empower Oversight, 

wrote in the letter to Mr. Horowitz that based on 
these documents, it is reasonable to say for his cli-
ent to believe that SecD has been doing this more 
broadly to “purge employees with disfavored views 
from the FBI.”

“The three pre-printed questions that SecD 
asked our client’s fellow employees show that the 
FBI systematically compelled them to report on our 
client’s personal political beliefs and views of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.”

Mr. Leavitt said the information offi  cials at SecD 
compelled FBI employees to disclose was “com-
pletely irrelevant” to any “legitimate security risk 
determination [and] violates the First Amendment.” 

INVESTIGATION 

Whistleblower: FBI internal investigators asked employees about co-worker’s politics
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Rock musician Alice Cooper is running for president. Th e faux presidential run is his 14th. A link 
on his campaign website takes visitors to a page to buy concert tickets for his tour.

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOGRAPHS

Former President Donald Trump’s job approval 
rating is better than what President Biden is getting 
from voters now, according to a survey from the 
Monmouth University Polling Institute.
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The rise of LIG Nex1 as
leading ROK defense complex:

From U.S. missile maintenance to
ROK-U.S. defense cooperation

LIG Nex1 stands as a testament to ROK’s sovereign defense, having spearheaded the development and deployment of cutting-edge 
weapon systems spanning precision-guided munitions, surveillance and reconnaissance, command and control, communications, 
avionics, and electronic warfare, both domestically and abroad. 

LIG Nex1’s journey is a history of solid ROK-US alliance and defense collaboration. Born out of Gold Star (currently LG Electronics), 
LIG Nex1 was established in 1976 for depot maintenance of U.S.-furnished missile systems such as NIKE Hercules and HAWK. 

In the 1970s, missile systems were a fl ag bearer of defense technology. Being able to participate in the depot maintenance of such 
weapon systems symbolized the strength of the ROK-U.S. alliance and laid the cornerstone for ROK’s defense technology and 
industry growth. This led LIG Nex1 to put its best effort toward investing in technology exchange with the U.S., becoming the fi rst 
ROK private company to undergo an overseas training program at the U.S. missile maintenance school. 

This collaboration with the U.S., initiated through missile depot maintenance, has expanded to the latest precision-guided missile 
(PGM) technology such as the Rolling Airframe Missile and Korean Patriot upgrade program, but also to other areas, such as the 
collaborative production of the heads-up display for the KF-16 fi ghter jet, that serve as a catalyst in fortifying ROK-US defense ties. 
Moreover, by establishing a U.S. offi ce in 2009, LIG Nex1 has strengthened collaboration with global defense companies in North 
America. Now, the company continues to broaden the scope of technological collaboration and to offset trade endeavors in satellite 
and aerospace domains between ROK and the US.

LIG Nex1 is a main sponsor for publishing ‘Korea Reborn,’ which honors U.S. soldiers who fought in the Korean War and portrays 
Korea’s post-war growth. The company also hosts numerous activities, such as KDVA (Korea Defense Veterans Association) to 
strengthen the ROK-U.S. relationship.

Over the years, LIG Nex1 has evolved into a comprehensive defense industry representative of ROK, providing all defense solutions from 
sensor to shooter. It contributes to the nation’s sovereignty by participating in the development of numerous weapon systems like the 
MSAM-II to counter various aerial threats and ballistics penetrating at medium and low tiers; the Raybolt infantry medium-range guided 
weapon; the 2.75-inch guided rocket for coastal defense against threats from small, high-speed ships; the Chiron portable surface to 
air missile; the SDR(Software Defi ned Radio); and the long range radar and weapon-locating radar.With nearly 60% of its workforce 
dedicated to research, LIG Nex1, an example of an R&D-centric entity, boasts the most substantial and top-tier research capability 
pool among ROK defense companies. The company eagerly pursues the fusion of past research experience and core technologies, 
including guided munitions slated for integration into ROK’s indigenous fi ghter aircraft (KF-21), avionics, electronic warfare suites, and the 
acquisition of next-generation cutting-edge technologies spanning space, unmanned systems, cybersecurity, and AI.

It is time for both ROK and the U.S. to elevate the level of cooperation from conventional collaboration methods, such as offset and 
technology cooperative production, to co-working from initial stages of the weapons acquisition process. Working together from 
creating requirements to R&D and deployment will be a new trend for both countries. The company is demonstrating the performance 
of the Poniard 2.75-inch guided rocket through the foreign comparative test (FCT) program. Having originated from an ROK-US 
collaborative R&D effort, the Poniard thus is an outcome of ROK-US military alliance. The deployment of Poniard would be a big step 
to enhance ROK-US collaboration.

Core Competencies
We Provide End-to-End Support from
R&D to Production and MRO

LIG Nex1 has all the business capabilities required throughout 
the life cycle of advanced weapons systems, from R&D to 
production and depot maintenance.

On the strength of its superior R&D professionals, skilled 
technicians, SE/M&S-based R&D processes, and facilities 
capable of design, production, and testing, LIG Nex1 provides 
total solutions that meet diverse customer requirements.

• We began with U.S. furnished missile depot maintenance. We evolved into a protector of freedom with advanced weapon systems

• The 2.75-inch guided rocket ‘Poniard’ will be a catalyst, bolstering ROK-US partnership to true R&D partner

kusaf.org
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Hunter Biden’s license to prac-
tice law in the District of Co-
lumbia is being challenged after 
his conviction on felony charges 
relating to his purchase of a gun 
while using drugs.

At least one challenge was fi led 
after the jury delivered its verdict 
Tuesday, joining another chal-
lenge that had been fi led before 
the conviction.

These are just some of the con-
sequences of Biden’s new status 
as a felon.

His international travel could 
suff er — dozens of countries have 
rules against felons visiting — and 

his ability to make money off 
consulting, trading on his family 
connections, could become dicier, 
particularly if he does lose his law 
license.

But his burgeoning career as 
an artist seems unlikely to be 
aff ected.

Wayne L. Johnson, a retired 
Navy commander and member 
of the Judge Advocate General 
Corps, asked the D.C. bar to take 
a look at Biden’s ability to practice.

“The D.C. Bar, nor any other 
state bar, should want such a low 
life as a member,” Mr. Johnson 
told The Washington Times. 
“I am a member of the Georgia 
Bar, emeritus, and am sure they 
would disbar him in a nanosecond. 

Hunter is truly a disgrace to the 
legal profession.”

Trump alums had made a simi-
lar request earlier this year, as 
Biden’s legal troubles mounted.

D.C. bar records show Robert 
H. Biden was admitted on April 
9, 2007, and was still listed in 
“good standing” as of Wednesday 
afternoon.

The bar declined to comment, 
saying court rules require disci-
plinary proceedings to be kept 
confi dential until charges are fi led.

But under the bar rules, it ap-
pears Biden should have his li-
cense immediately suspended. 
The rules say any felony counts 
as a “serious crime,” and once 
the court has been notifi ed of a 

conviction of a serious crime, “the 
Court shall enter an order imme-
diately suspending the attorney” 
and begin a formal proceeding to 
determine fi nal discipline.

That’s true even if an appeal 
is planned.

The bar can decline to suspend 
a lawyer in cases “when it appears 
in the interest of justice to do so.”

Ty Clevenger, a lawyer who 
has pursued disbarment against 
several high-profile figures, 
including former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, wondered 
whether the D.C. bar would be 
willing to disbar Biden altogether.

“Unfortunately, the D.C. Bar is 
grotesquely partisan, so it’s hard 
to say whether Hunter Biden will 
be disbarred,” he said.

He pointed to Kevin Cline-
smith, the FBI lawyer who was 

convicted of a felony for fabri-
cating evidence to spy on the 
Trump campaign and faced only 
a one-year suspension from the 
D.C. bar.

“I think it’s distinctly possible 
that the D.C. Bar will let Biden off  
the hook with a suspension,” Mr. 
Clevenger said.

The Washington Times has 
reached out to Biden’s lawyer for 
this story.

The challenge to Biden is the 
latest in a series of high-profi le 
bar investigations in the current 
heated political environment.

John Eastman, who helped 
craft then-President Trump’s elec-
tion challenge strategy in 2020, 
has been suspended from prac-
ticing law in California and the 
District of Columbia.

Rudolph W. Giuliani had his 

law license suspended in New 
York, and the D.C. Board on Pro-
fessional Responsibility has rec-
ommended he be suspended in 
the nation’s capital, too.

D.C. Bar offi  cials have also rec-
ommended Jeffrey Clark, who 
argued at the Justice Department 
in 2020 to question the election 
outcome, be disbarred.

Meanwhile, Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, Ken-
tucky Republican, last week asked 
the Supreme Court to consider 
taking disciplinary action against 
Sens. Richard Blumenthal of Con-
necticut and Sheldon Whitehouse 
of Rhode Island. Mr. McConnell 
said the two Democrats have en-
gaged in unseemly attempts to 
skew high court action through 
baseless demands for recusal by 
GOP-appointed justices.

DISTRICT

Hunter Biden’s law license challenged after felony conviction
May affect ability to travel, conduct business abroad

BY TOM HOWELL JR.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Ron Wyden launched 
an investigation Wednesday of 
an investment fi rm run by Jared 
Kushner, saying the vast amount 
of foreign funding raises the risk 
that Middle Eastern states will 
curry favor with politically con-
nected people who may return to 
power in Washington.

Mr. Wyden, Oregon Demo-
crat, alleged the structure of the 
payments to Affi  nity Partners, 
founded by Mr. Kushner, hus-
band of Ivanka Trump, shields 
them from public scrutiny and 
may be an end-run around the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act.

“It is deeply concerning that 
several Middle Eastern govern-
ments are using funds managed 
by Affi  nity as a means to pay tens 
of millions of dollars in fees every 
year to former President Trump’s 
son-in-law Jared Kushner, creat-
ing signifi cant confl icts of inter-
est and potential counterintel-
ligence risks,” Mr. Wyden said.

The Democrat launched the 
probe on the heels of President 
Biden’s son Hunter being con-
victed in Delaware of three fed-
eral gun crimes.

Some Republicans say the trial 
obscured larger questions about 
Hunter Biden’s work to trade off  
his famous father’s name through 
businesses such as Seneca Global 
Advisors, which claimed to help 
companies expand into foreign 
markets. Hunter Biden’s foreign 
deals are also central to House Re-
publicans’ impeachment inquiry 
into President Biden, though the 
probe has largely stalled.

House investigators say 
Hunter Biden and his partners 
used shell companies to obscure 
the foreign money, and the in-
vestments appeared to be an at-
tempt to infl uence the elder Mr. 
Biden, who served as vice presi-
dent from 2009 to 2017.

Mr. Kushner’s firm, mean-
while, has made over $1 billion in 
investments in companies around 
the globe. The fi rms include car-
leasing businesses, food compa-
nies in the Middle East and a $500 
million hotel and condominium 
complex in Serbia.

Mr. Kushner has said he fol-
lows the law and will make plenty 
of money for investors. He has 
also downplayed the idea he’s 
eager to return to the White 
House after serving as an adviser 
to President Trump.

House Republicans defended 
Mr. Kushner.

“The idea that Jared Kushner 
did something wrong is ridicu-
lous. Mr. Kushner is a legitimate 
businessman, unlike Hunter 
Biden, and did amazing work 
to help the United States secure 

the historic Abraham Accords,” 
said Russell Dye, a spokesman 
for House Judiciary Chairman 
Jim Jordan of Ohio.

The Abraham Accords were 
historic agreements brokered 
by the Trump administration in 
which Arab states normalized 
relations with Israel.

House Oversight Commit-
tee Chairman James Comer said 
“Democrat hypocrisy knows no 
bounds.” He pointed to questions 
about the president’s alleged in-
volvement in Hunter Biden’s 
foreign business deals and lack 
of Senate action to punish Sen. 
Robert Menendez, a New Jersey 
Democrat facing trial on bribery 
charges.

“Instead, they continue to ob-
sess over President Trump and 
his family’s fi nancial success,” 
said Mr. Comer of Kentucky.

Mr. Wyden says he has le-
gitimate concerns because Af-
fi nity Partners received 99% of 
its money from foreign sources, 
leaving it fraught with potential 
confl icts of interest as Mr. Trump 
plots his return to the Oval Offi  ce.

“This series of events cre-
ates an appearance that Affi  nity’s 
investors are motivated not by 
commercial interests of seeking a 
return on investment, but rather 
by strategic considerations of 
foreign nationals seeking to 
funnel money to U.S. individu-
als with personal connections 
to former President Trump,” 
Mr. Wyden wrote to Affi  nity 
Partners Chief Financial Offi  cer 
Lauren Key.

The Washington Times sub-
mitted a press inquiry to Affi  nity 
Partners through its website to 
seek comment on the probe.

Sen. Mike Crapo of Idaho, 
the ranking Republican on the 
Finance Committee, had no com-
ment on Mr. Wyden’s probe, 
according to his spokeswoman.

Mr. Wyden requested an ex-
haustive list of information by 
June 26, including a list of Af-
fi nity employees and investors 
since 2021, communications with 
foreign entities and details on 
investment values, compensation 
and fees.

SENATE

Democrat launches  
probe into investment 
fi rm run by Kushner
Parallel to Hunter Biden investigation

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Senate Democrat launched an 
investigation into the investment 
fi rm run by Jared Kushner, 
husband of Ivanka Trump.

BY SUSAN FERRECHIO

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The House voted along 
party lines to hold President 
Biden’s attorney general in 
contempt of Congress for re-
fusing to turn over audio tapes 
of a memory-challenged Mr. 
Biden answering questions 
about his illegal stash of clas-
sifi ed documents.

The GOP-led House had 
initially wavered about hold-
ing Attorney General Merrick 
Garland in contempt amid 
pushback by Republican mod-
erates running for reelection 
in districts Mr. Biden won in 
2020.

All but one Republican 
lawmaker ultimately voted 
to rebuke Mr. Garland for 
blocking the release of audio 
tapes, which Republicans say 
are needed to complete their 
impeachment inquiry into Mr. 
Biden.

“Congress has a constitu-
tional duty to perform over-
sight which is what we’re 
doing,” said Majority Leader 
Steve Scalise, Louisiana Re-
publican. “We’re in the middle 
of an impeachment inquiry, 
which has been voted on by 
the House already. And now 
we need to get the facts.”

The contempt resolution, 
which passed 216-207, will 
be referred to Mr. Garland’s 
Justice Department, which is 
all but certain to ignore it.

The contempt resolution 
also authorized lawmakers 
to sue in federal court for the 
release of the audio, a pro-
cess that could take months 
or longer.

Mr. Biden is under inves-
tigation by House lawmakers 

for corruption related to his 
involvement in his family’s 
business deals.

Separately, Mr. Biden was 
interviewed by Special coun-
sel Robert K. Hur last Oct. 8 
and 9 as part of an investiga-
tion of the president’s stash 
of classifi ed documents taken 
during his time in the Senate 
and the vice presidency.

Republicans say the tran-
script of the interview re-
leased by the Justice Depart-
ment is not enough, noting 
that it includes redaction and 
unspecifi ed changes.

Lawmakers say the audio 
tapes would reveal “important 
verbal context, such as tone 
or tenor, or nonverbal con-
text, such as pauses or pace 
of delivery.”

Mr. Biden asserted execu-
tive privilege over the tapes 
on May 16.

In rebuffing lawmak-
ers, Justice Department of-
ficials said Congress has 
not provided “a legitimate 

congressional need” for the 
audio recordings and accused 
the GOP of seeking the tapes 
for political purposes.

The battle over the audio 
recordings comes amid ques-
tions and concerns about the 
81-year-old president’s mental 
and physical fi tness for a sec-
ond term.

Boxes of classifi ed docu-
ments were discovered in No-
vember 2022 at Mr. Biden’s 
former Washington think tank 
and in the garage of his home 
in Delaware. Their existence 
was revealed publicly in Janu-
ary 2023.

The news of Mr. Biden’s 
classifi ed documents hoard 
broke several months after 
Mr. Garland ordered an FBI 
raid of former President 
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago 
home where he stored classi-
fi ed documents after his exit 
from the White House.

In a 345-page report issued 
in February, Mr. Hur, who 
has since resigned from the 

Justice Department, said he 
decided not to prosecute Mr. 
Biden despite his mishandling 
of classifi ed documents. The 
president, he wrote, would be 
diffi  cult to convict because 
he came across as “a sympa-
thetic, well-meaning elderly 
man with a poor memory.”

Mr. Trump, who is leading 
Mr. Biden in most presidential 
election polls, did not escape 
prosecution.

Special counsel Jack Smith 
charged him with 40 counts 
related to his classifi ed docu-
ments, including unlawful re-
tention of sensitive national 
defense information.

“What we do know is one 
former president is being 
charged, Joe Biden is not 
being charged and we think 
we are entitled, actually we 
know we are entitled to all 
the evidence and the best 
evidence,” said House Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman 
Jim Jordan, Ohio Republi-
can. “Transcripts alone are 
not sufficient evidence of 
the state of the president’s 
memory. Especially since the 
executive branch has a history 
of changing transcripts.”

Democrats urged the GOP 
to fi ght for the documents in 
court.

“The president asserted 
executive privilege in this 
matter,” said Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler of New York, the top 
Democrat on the Judiciary 
Committee. “Maybe that 
was proper. Maybe not. But 
the way to contest executive 
privilege is not by a contempt 
resolution. It’s by going to 
court and letting the court 
decide whether the executive 
privilege is warranted or not.”

CONGRESS

Garland to be held in contempt
House votes after AG refused to hand over tapes of Biden interview 
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Th e House voted to hold Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt for not releasing President Biden’s interview tapes.

“What we do know is one former president is charged, Joe Biden 
is not being charged and ... we know we are entitled to all the 
evidence and the best evidence,” Rep. Jim Jordan said.
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BY LINDSEY MCPHERSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

House Speaker Mike John-
son and Senate Republicans met 
Wednesday to begin discussions 
on a policy agenda they can mus-
cle through Congress next year 
if their party has full control in 
Washington.

Central to the developing 
GOP agenda is renewing a signif-
icant chunk of the 2017 Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act that is set to expire 
in 2025. But Mr. Johnson is urging 
Republicans to think bigger than 
extending those tax breaks and 
look at a wider swath of policy 
areas that could be packed into 
a Senate fi libuster-proof budget 
reconciliation package.

The budget reconciliation 
process allows both chambers 
to set unifi ed revenue and spend-
ing goals for a legislative package 
and draft policy to achieve those 
targets. In the Senate, recon-
ciliation bills are subject to strict 
rules but are not subject to the 
fi libuster, meaning they can pass 
on a simple majority, party-line 
vote instead of the traditional 
60 votes it would take to clear a 
minority blockade.

Budget reconciliation is how 
Republicans and former Presi-
dent Donald Trump passed their 
2017 tax law. But after watching 
Democrats use it to pass much 
broader legislation under Presi-
dent Biden — the 2021 corona-
virus relief law known as the 

American Rescue Plan and the 
2022 climate and tax law called 
the Infl ation Reduction Act — 
Republicans want to do more if 
they control Congress and the 
White House.

“The main idea is let’s think 
big,” said Sen. Kevin Cramer, 
North Dakota Republican.

He said some GOP senators 
fl oated “having the guts to talk 
about mandatory spending” and 
looking at ways to trim that part 
of the federal budget without 
cutting Social Security or Medi-
care benefi ts.

Other GOP senators at the 
meeting said it was eff ectively 
a brainstorming session with 
broad ideas fl oated such as try-
ing to tackle energy and border 

policy changes that have been 
atop the GOP to-do list for years.

While some senators encour-
aged Mr. Johnson to go big, others 
cautioned that the Senate “Byrd 
rule” governing reconciliation 
may limit his ambitions. That 
rule says that policies included 
in reconciliation must have more 
than a “merely incidental” im-
pact on the budget — meaning 
the goal is to infl uence federal 
spending or revenues, not make 
signifi cant policy changes.

North Carolina Sen. Thom 
Tillis said Republicans should 
take note of the policies Dem-
ocrats tried and failed to get 
into their recent budget rec-
onciliation bills because of the 
Byrd rule, like a minimum wage 

hike and a proposal to create a 
path to permanent legal status 
for millions of undocumented 
immigrants.

A key take-away from the 
meeting was a desire to ensure 
House and Senate Republicans 
and Mr. Trump are on the same 
page as they fl esh out this policy 
agenda in the coming months, so 
they have a unifi ed plan come 
January.

“Obviously, nobody knows 
for sure the results of the elec-
tion,” said Sen. Ted Cruz, Texas 
Republican. “But I am glad the 
speaker is thinking proactively 
about being prepared to hit the 
ground running on Day One. And 
historically, the fi rst 100 days can 
be very consequential.” 

CONGRESS

Johnson, Republican senators begin discussion on policy agenda for 2025

Young Americans 
are increasingly 
dissatisfi ed with 
“Bidenomics,” 

and recent data on con-
sumer debt helps explain 
why. About 1 in 7 Genera-
tion Zers have maxed out 
their credit amid skyrock-
eting prices and sagging 
real wages. Dreams of 
retirement and homeown-
ership have become little 
more than just dreams for 
this generation. The cul-
prit: failed public policy.

When President Biden 
took offi  ce, he was handed 
an economy growing at an 
annualized rate of $1.5 tril-
lion. Infl ation was a mere 
1.4%. Yet instead of simply 
allowing the economic 
recovery to continue, Mr. 
Biden spent trillions of 
dollars the nation didn’t 
have and declared war on 
American energy.

Since the Treasury 
couldn’t borrow enough 
money to meet the 
avalanche of spending, the 
Federal Reserve created the 
money for the government 
to spend. That devalued 
the dollar by about 20%, 
causing prices everywhere 
to rise.

In addition, Mr. Biden’s 
so-called green energy 
policies drove up energy 
costs across the board. 

The price of gasoline, 
for example, rose by about 
46%, and the price of 
electricity by about 29%. 
Since energy aff ects the 
price of everything we do 
and everything we buy, 
this added insult to injury, 
increasing prices beyond 
the eff ect of runaway gov-
ernment spending.

For young Americans, 
these higher prices have 
been devastating. Neces-
sities like food and rent 
have increased in price by 
more than 20% while wage 
growth hasn’t kept up. To 
try to make ends meet, 
many have responded by 
picking up a second or 
even a third job, which is 
why a record number of 
Americans have more than 
one job.

Young Americans have 
also cut back their savings, 
and many aren’t saving at 
all. 

Instead, they’re doing 
the opposite: going into 
debt. Until the next pay-
check comes, many Gen 
Zers have been relying on 
credit cards to get by.

As more of them max 
out their credit cards, how-
ever, there’s nowhere left 
to turn. In just four years, 
the American standard of 
living for young people 
went from being enjoyed to 
endured.

The situation is little 
better for millennials; 1 in 
8 of that generation have 
maxed out their credit. 
Americans in both genera-
tions are abandoning hope 
of ever achieving long-
term goals such as retire-
ment or owning a home 
— anything that requires 
saving.

As the saying goes, 
there’s too much month 
left at the end of the 
money. Small wonder that 
few young Americans have 
an emergency fund. But it’s 
hard to blame them when 
prices have risen so much 
faster than wages.

Since Mr. Biden took 
offi  ce, the average Ameri-
can’s hourly wage has risen 
$4.98, but what that larger 
hourly wage can purchase 
has dropped by 67 cents. 
The hourly loss from infl a-
tion is a whopping $5.65, 
which is more than the 
average worker loses per 
hour to federal income tax.

Even if a young family 
today does squirrel away 
the money for a down 
payment on a house, it’s 
impossible for most of 
them to aff ord the monthly 
payment. 

For just a median-price 
home, that payment has 
more than doubled under 

Mr. Biden, to about $2,100 
per month.

That means it now costs 
over $13,000 more per 
year for the same house. If 
young Americans have to 
put groceries on a credit 
card, chances are they 
don’t have thousands of 
dollars lying around.

Likewise, many Gen 
Zers and plenty of millen-
nials have stopped saving 
for retirement since things 
like 401(k) contributions 
don’t make much sense 
when you can’t make your 
car payment. And it’s no 
coincidence that auto-
loan defaults for young 
Americans are rising at the 
fastest rate since the global 
fi nancial crisis of 2007-
2009. They are completely 
tapped out.

Young adults have 
been hit particularly hard 
by Bidenomics because 
they’re less likely to have 
assets such as housing and 
stocks that would appreci-
ate rapidly in this time of 
high infl ation. 

Younger workers also 
tend to have jobs whose 
salaries adjust more slowly 
to infl ation.

Financially crushed Gen 
Zers, hit by this one-two 
punch, need to understand 
what is to blame for their 
troubles: the big-govern-
ment agenda defi ned by 
multitrillion-dollar federal 
budgets and a burdensome 
regulatory state.

If the leviathan isn’t 
turned back, younger 
generations will become a 
refl ection of their govern-
ment — perpetually in 
debt.

• E.J. Antoni is a public 
fi nance economist and the 
Richard F. Aster fellow at 
The Heritage Foundation, 
and a senior fellow at the 
Committee to Unleash 
Prosperity.

How ‘Bidenomics’ 
is crushing Generation Z

WHAT’S THEHATA S THEHATA S

BIG IDEA?
WHWHWWWHH

BY E.J. ANTONI

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Members of Congress de-
manded answers Wednesday after 
reports that eight people associ-
ated with ISIS had to be recap-
tured after fi rst being caught and 
released at the border.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, the top 
Republican on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, asked Senate leaders 
to rush to schedule an all-senators 
briefi ng on the matter, saying the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
poses an ever-growing threat at 

the southern border.
“I believe that the threat is ur-

gent,” Mr. Graham wrote.
And House Homeland Secu-

rity Committee Chairman Mark 
Green, Tennessee Republican, said 
the arrests are the latest fl ashing 
warning sign about the “madness” 
at the border under President 
Biden.

“Such bad actors exploiting our 
borders used to be the exception 
— it’s quickly becoming the rule,” 
he said. “It’s only a matter of time 
before one of these individuals 
connected to a terrorist group is 

involved in something devastating 
on U.S. soil, and this administra-
tion will be responsible.”

The eight men, all from Ta-
jikistan, crossed the border, where 
they were encountered by U.S. 
authorities. They were given some 
vetting, which apparently came 
back clean, and they were released 
and dispersed into the country.

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement recaptured them in 
operations in Los Angeles, New 
York and Philadelphia.

Authorities appear to have 
had some of the migrants under 

surveillance and The New York 
Post reported they had a wiretap 
running that detected one of the 
men talking about bombs.

ICE is now holding the mi-
grants on immigration cases. They 
are not currently charged with any 
terrorism-related crime.

One of the men is reported 
to have been granted “parole” 
by Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas under a spe-
cial immigration program he set 
up outside the usual immigra-
tion system for migrants who 
pre-schedule their unauthorized 
arrivals.

The cases challenge Mr. May-
orkas’ claim that those showing 

up are being thoroughly vetted.
Homeland Security agents and 

offi  cers say the crush of people is 
too high to do serious vetting, and 
they have to rely on the names 
migrants give, even if they suspect 
the names are bogus.

Beyond that, the databases 
the names are checked against 
are generally comprised of U.S. 
records, so if someone’s criminal 
history is in their home country or 
terrorist activity hasn’t attracted 
the attention of the U.S. govern-
ment or its partners, a migrant 
wouldn’t be fl agged.

Tajikistan is generally not 
a large player in the illegal im-
migration sphere. ICE reported 

deporting just four people back 
to the country in fi scal year 2023.

But the U.S. has seen a stun-
ning rise in migrants from beyond 
the usual sending areas of Mexico 
and Central America, which ex-
perts attribute in part to pres-
sures in other countries and to the 
generous use of parole and other 
catch-and-release measures by the 
Biden administration.

It’s not clear whether any of the 
eight men triggered the terrorism 
watchlist.

Mr. Mayorkas has been re-
luctant to say publicly whether 
a migrant who sneaks across the 
border and appears on the watch-
list means automatic detention. 

IMMIGRATION  

ISIS-linked migrants caught and released at southern border
Lawmakers demand briefi ng on ever-growing threat 

BY JEFF MORDOCK
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Three senior groups backed 
President Biden’s reelection bid 
Wednesday based on his pledge 
to protect Social Security, but 
so far he has only off ered vague 
promises to protect the program 
as insolvency looms.

The National Committee to 
Preserve Social Security and Medi-
care, which bucked its 38-year tra-
dition of avoiding endorsements to 
back Mr. Biden in 2020, has done 
so again this election. Social Secu-
rity Works PAC and the bipartisan 
National United Committee to 
Protect Pensions also said they are 
endorsing Mr. Biden.

All three organizations cited 
Mr. Biden’s commitment to pro-
tect the Social Security trust fund 
reserves from being depleted. The 
Treasury Department said last 
month that the trust funds — 
which cover old age and disability 
recipients — will be unable to 
pay full benefi ts in 2035. If that 
happens, Social Security would 
only be able to pay 83% of benefi ts.

Last year, the Treasury Depart-
ment pegged the go-back date for 
the trust funds at 2034, estimating 
that it would only be able to pay 

71% of promised benefi ts.
Neither Mr. Biden nor his op-

ponent, GOP presumptive nomi-
nee former President Donald 
Trump, have issued a formal plan 
to keep Social Security solvent 
beyond the next decade.

Max Richtman, president and 
CEO of the National Committee 
to Preserve Social Security and 
Medicare, said it’s not Mr. Biden’s 
job to come up with a plan to 
save Social Security. He noted 
that President Reagan’s 1983 law 
reforming the entitlement was 
developed in Congress.

“It traditionally is not the presi-
dent who presents a detailed So-
cial Security plan,” he said. “No 
president in the past 50 years 
has laid out a detailed plan for 
Social Security. It is Congress’ 
responsibility and Congress has 
failed to act.”

Mr. Richtman pointed to a few 
lawmakers, including Sen. Shel-
don Whitehouse, Rhode Island 
Democrat, and Rep. John B. Lar-
son, Connecticut Democrat, for 
proposing Social Security reforms.

In 2016, Mr. Richtman was ap-
pointed to the platform commit-
tee for the Democratic National 
Committee. He is a former staff  
director of the Senate Special 

Committee on Aging.
Mr. Biden’s budget blueprint 

released early this month did not 
include a detailed plan for fi xing 
Social Security. Instead, it simply 
said he would work with Congress 
“in a way that ensures no benefi t 
cuts.”

The budget blueprint included 
a detailed plan to protect Medi-
care, another entitlement pro-
gram that is equally popular but 
expensive. The proposal included 
as much ink on improving Social 
Security Administration customer 
service as it did on strengthening 
the program.

During his 2020 presidential 
campaign, Mr. Biden vowed to 
save Social Security by increas-
ing payroll taxes for people with 
annual incomes higher than 
$400,000. He mentions the idea 
in campaign speeches, but with a 
Republican Congress, it is unlikely 
the idea will go far.

Mr. Richtman pointed to the 
president’s 2020 pledge as one 
of the reasons his group backs 
Mr. Biden.

“Our endorsement is based on 
President Biden’s commitment to 
these core principles and putting 
the moral authority of the White 
House behind them,” he said. 

CAMPAIGN 2024

Social Security advocacy groups back 
Biden for 2024 based on protection vow 
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House Speaker Mike Johnson 
met with Republican senators 
to discuss a policy agenda they 
could push through in 2025, if 
they win the election.
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doctorate, the report said.
The House report confi rms reporting 

on the case of Ms. Sieg fi rst disclosed by 
The Washington Times in February 2021.

Internal VOA sources said Ms. Sieg is 
sympathetic to Iran’s Islamist theocracy 
and has skewed VOA reports in favor of 
the Tehran government.

Rep. Michael McCaul, Texas Republi-
can and chairman of the Foreign Aff airs 
Committee, said Ms. Sieg should be re-
moved from her VOA post immediately.

Acting VOA Director Yolanda Lopez 
resigned in September during the House 
investigation.

The report quotes Ms. Lopez telling 
congressional investigators that she was 
ordered to reinstate Ms. Sieg from ad-
ministrative leave to “protect” USAGM.

USAGM CEO Amanda Bennett said 
the agency cannot comment on specifi c 
personnel matters.

“However, we unequivocally reject 
the committee’s allegations that the 
agency’s investigation of an employee’s 
background was politicized, corrupt or 
mismanaged in any way,” Ms. Bennett 
said.

The agency rebutted the “damaging 
mischaracterizations” of USAGM em-
ployees outlined in the report.

Ms. Bennett said in a statement that 
the agency would “condemn the com-
mittee’s callous attempts to malign hard-
working civil servants, including the 
main subject of the investigation.”

The agency mission cannot be 
“swayed by political infl uence,” Ms. 
Bennett said, and “any notion that our 

work has been politicized is categori-
cally false.”

The agency conducted a thorough 
investigation and stood by its fi ndings, 
she said.

Ms. Sieg declined to respond to an 
email request for comment. Her at-
torney, Mark Zaid, rejected the report’s 
fi ndings as biased.

“The committee’s one-sided report 
continues an unexplained vendetta that 
has spanned two administrations against 
Setareh Sieg, a dedicated journalist who 
has devoted years of service to the U.S. 
government,” Mr. Zaid said.

“While it is diffi  cult to address a 68-
page report in a short statement, there 
are many incomplete, misinterpreted 
and defamatory conclusions,” he said.

Mr. Zaid said he agreed with the 
report’s conclusion that USAGM mis-
handled the investigation of Ms. Sieg 
from the beginning by interfering with 
her right to counsel and denying due 
process.

“The only reason I have not sued [Mr. 
McCaul] is because he has congressional 
immunity,” the lawyer added.

Mr. McCaul had a diff erent take.
“For years, Sieg misrepresented her 

credentials and cultivated a culture of 
fear and dysfunction while she abused 
taxpayer dollars for lavish personal trips 
and contracts for friends,” he said.

“Unfortunately, Sieg’s case is the tip 
of the iceberg,” he said.

The committee’s 73-page report said 
eff orts to uncover details of the mis-
handling of the matter are continuing. 
USAGM offi  cials declined to make Ms. 
Sieg available to the committee for its 
investigation.

“The committee’s work to expose this 

sort of corruption at USAGM does not 
end with this report,” the report said.

Mr. McCaul said U.S. broadcasters, 
which have requested a budget of $950 
million for fi scal 2025, conduct important 
work involving great power competition.

“I am extremely concerned about the 
agency’s serious investigative blunders 
despite the alarming complaints piled 
against Sieg,” he said.

Democrats who criticized USAGM 
under the Trump administration “have 
gone silent” instead of working to fi x the 
problems at U.S. broadcasters, he said.

The House report criticizes Ms. Ben-
nett for lobbying Congress to close the 
Sieg investigation without resolving the 
whistleblower complaints.

The House committee’s report said 
USAGM was guilty of a “stark failure of 
employee vetting” that highlights long-
standing concerns about poor security 
at offi  cial U.S. broadcasters.

“They have also shown that basic 
administrative and management func-
tions can and have become tainted — and 
unduly infl uenced — by political biases 
and groupthink,” the report said.

“As a result, top level executives at 
USAGM failed to acknowledge wrong-
doing even after internal whistleblowers, 
Congress, and a foreign government not 
only cried foul, but exposed credible 
evidence of corruption.”

The report said Ms. Sieg used tax-
payer funds at VOA for personal travel 
and “falsifi ed her educational credentials 
to obtain high-level employment.” She 
allegedly engaged in favoritism at VOA 
that unfairly benefi ted some employees 
over others.

The report said USAGM failed to 
justify Ms. Sieg’s rehiring with serious 

allegations of impropriety unresolved.
“The committee’s investigation of 

Sieg’s reinstatement has revealed ab-
sent and poor leadership at the highest 
levels of USAGM, evident from the 
agency’s poorly rationalized decision 
to reinstate Ms. Sieg, and by its unwill-
ingness to reconsider that decision, 
and take serious disciplinary action, 
in light of new and damning evidence,” 
the report said.

Financial issues included Ms. Sieg’s 
role in allowing favored employees to 
collect excessive overtime pay in viola-
tion of VOA policy. She is also accused 
of authorizing an unqualifi ed contract 
producer to spend tens of thousands 
of taxpayer dollars on travel that did 
little to benefi t the mission of report-
ing news.

The allegations were fi rst raised in a 
Jan. 5, 2021, report by then-VOA Deputy 
Director Elizabeth Robbins, who sus-
pended Ms. Seig and proposed removing 
her from VOA.

The report was “detailed, specifi c 
and contained formal fi ndings that thor-
oughly justifi ed Sieg’s removal from her 
senior position,” the House report said.

“It is troubling that, faced with clear 
evidence of corruption and mismanage-
ment, USAGM management failed to 
follow through on Elizabeth Robbins’ 
decision to terminate Ms. Sieg, which has 
since been vindicated,” the report said.

For more than three years, USAGM 
failed to cooperate with the commit-
tee’s investigation and instead lobbied 
Congress to scuttle the probe.

“At worst, however, it reveals a de-
liberate eff ort to protect an insider who 
had personal relationships with, and 
was politically aligned with, the senior 

offi  cials who should have been impar-
tially supervising her,” the report said.

The panel discovered that Ms. Sieg 
had not studied international relations 
as she claimed, nor had she received a 
degree from the Sorbonne. Her degree 
was from University Paris 7, a separate 
institution.

USAGM issued a letter of reprimand 
to Ms. Sieg in what the committee report 
said was “the most minor of slaps on 
the wrist.”

“Sieg has, therefore, escaped account-
ability, aided and abetted by a gullible 
bureaucracy which seemed at all times 
to buy her questionable explanations 
and even go out of its way to assist her,” 
the report said.

VOA sought to portray Ms. Seig’s 
rehiring as a blow to the radio’s political 
independence instead of recognizing the 
problems, the report said.

The report quotes Mr. Zaid as say-
ing his client was “targeted for political 
reasons,” a conclusion the committee 
report disputed.

The committee recommended im-
proving the security for vetting employ-
ees at U.S. broadcasters, including those 
holding security clearances.

Committee majority staff  members 
who briefed The Washington Times 
on the case said USAGM blocked the 
investigation that whistleblowers within 
VOA set into motion.

The staff  members said the matter is 
a serious national security concern be-
cause of U.S. broadcasters’ many foreign 
national hires.

They said USAGM managers have 
acknowledged that Ms. Sieg’s continued 
employment is a problem, and a hearing 
on the case is planned.

VOICE
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tax cuts, opening up energy production 
by slashing federal regulations, stopping 
the weaponization of government agen-
cies and “most importantly securing the 
border.”

Others said they would seek more 
clarity from Mr. Trump.

“I want to hear a really clear vision 
of what we’re going to do in January,” 
said Rep. Chip Roy, Texas Republican. 
“I just want to hear specifi cs about what 
we’re running on.”

Mr. Trump’s Agenda 47 makes it clear 
he plans to lean on lawmakers to reshape 
the congressional budget process to give 

the executive branch more control over 
federal spending. He said it is “a crucial 
tool with which to obliterate the Deep 
State, Drain the Swamp, and starve the 
Warmongers — these people that want 
wars all over the place; killing, killing, 
killing, they love killing — and the Glo-
balists out of government.”

Mr. Trump wants to “totally reform 
FISA courts [and create] an independent 
auditing system to continually monitor 
our intelligence agencies to ensure they 
are not spying on our citizens or running 
disinformation campaigns against the 
American people,” according to the plan.

The Trump legislative wish list also 
includes:

• Requiring all U.S. states to recog-
nize concealed carry permits issued by 

other states.
• Establishing universal school choice 

and a parental bill of rights.
• Giving “baby bonuses” to new 

parents.
• Creating a constitutional amend-

ment mandating term limits for 
Congress.

• Banning sex-change procedures for 
minors and biological males playing in 
women’s sports.

On the policy front, Mr. Trump has 
frustrated budget hawks by vowing to 
stop Republicans from voting to cut a 
single penny from Medicare or Social 
Security.

The presumptive Republican nomi-
nee’s legislative agenda also aims to 
build off  signature policy wins from his 

fi rst term.
Mr. Trump has vowed to extend the 

2017 tax cuts, which are set to expire 
next year.

He has promised to push Congress 
to slash the tax increases on oil and gas 
producers that Mr. Biden approved in the 
Infl ation Reduction Act and eliminate 
taxes on tipped income for hospitality 
workers.

On trade, he wants to expand on the 
United States-Mexico-Canada trade 
deal he signed into law in 2020, which 
fulfi lled his campaign promise to update 
NAFTA and strengthen protections for 
workers.

Mr. Trump has proposed a Trump 
Reciprocal Trade Act that would give 
him and his successors the power to 

slap countries with the same tariff s they 
impose on U.S.-made exports and more 
overall leeway to negotiate import tariff s.

Mr. Trump is also looking to advance 
immigration legislation, which he failed 
to do during his fi rst term. Instead, he 
relied on unilateral moves to strengthen 
the border.

He will push Congress to approve 
legislation establishing a merit-based 
immigration system, the death penalty 
for drug dealers and human traffi  ckers, 
and safeguards ensuring illegal immi-
grants do not receive taxpayer-funded 
welfare benefi ts.

Congress also would likely have to 
approve his pledge to end birthright 
citizenship for the children of illegal 
immigrants.

TRUMP
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Two weeks earlier, a primary battle 
in Texas’ 23rd District was decided by 
less than 2 percentage points. Rep. Tony 
Gonzales won against YouTube star 
Brandon Herrera, who was backed by 
the conservative duo.

Mr. Gonzales told The Times that the 
primary competition is healthy but the 
time and resources Republicans invest 
in competing against colleagues distract 
from the party’s larger goal.

“I think Republicans should focus on 
winning the majority and winning the 
White House and winning the Senate,” 
Mr. Gonzales said. “But a lot of people 
have a lot of free time on their hands.”

Mr. Good told The Times that his es-
tablishment colleagues fi red the fi rst shot 
in endorsing his challenger, John Mc-
Guire, in next week’s Virginia primary.

“That began in this conference with 
the group who endorsed against me, 
and the speaker failed to intervene and 
to prevent that from happening,” the 
Virginia Republican said. “And so mem-
bers on the conservative side began to 
endorse in some races as well.”

Member-on-member fi ghts outside 
the halls of Congress are not out of 
the ordinary, but current and former 
leaders of the House Republicans’ cam-
paign arm, the National Republican Con-
gressional Committee, told The Times 
that the number of incumbent primary 
battles this cycle stands out.

“I mean, it’s not unusual, but yeah, I 
think you’ve got more right now,” said 
House Majority Whip Tom Emmer of 
Minnesota, who previously chaired the 
NRCC.

Rep. Elijah Crane, who endorsed 
Mr. Morgan, Mr. Herrera and other 
far-right candidates, told The Times he 
is trying to mold the House into a more 

conservative body. Other Freedom Cau-
cus members who have endorsed against 
establishment incumbents share his goal.

“I say all the time, whether people 
like it or not, I don’t think we’re going to 
save this country with the people that we 
have here,” the Arizona Republican said.

The far-right conservatives are also 
being tested. Mr. Gaetz, Mr. Good, and 
Mr. Crane face primary battles against 
opponents backed by former House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who is out 
for revenge against the lawmakers who 

ousted him in October.
Mr. McCarthy lost his fi rst test Tues-

day when Rep. Nancy Mace, South 
Carolina Republican, demolished the 
primary challenger he backed, Catherine 
Templeton, by 27 percentage points.

“The McCarthy revenge tour is sort of 
off  to the same start as his speakership,” 
said Mr. Gaetz, the ringleader of the eight 
Republicans who voted to depose Mr. 
McCarthy. He cited the former speaker’s 
inability to fi eld candidates to run against 
Reps. Andy Biggs of Arizona and Tim 

Burchett of Tennessee, the challenger he 
found to run against Mr. Crane sharing 
the same name as Jack Smith, the Justice 
Department offi  cial prosecuting former 
President Donald Trump’s federal case, 
and Ms. Mace’s decisive victory as signs 
of Mr. McCarthy’s waning infl uence.

“So I’m pretty excited about how 
our team is doing,” said Mr. Gaetz, who 
faces an opponent in his August primary 
whom he is expected to defeat.

Mr. Good, however, is in a tough 
race against Mr. McGuire, who has 

endorsements from more than a dozen 
Republican members of Congress 
and, more important, Mr. Trump, the 
presumptive Republican presidential 
nominee.

Rep. Don Bacon, who pummeled his 
primary opponent that Mr. Good en-
dorsed, said he is backing Mr. McGuire 
to teach the hard-liner a lesson.

“So I donated $3,000, gave a good 
endorsement quote to McGuire, and I 
called my wealthiest donors to ask them 
to support McGuire,” Mr. Bacon told 
The Times. “And so maybe Bob Good 
will learn a lesson, but I don’t like it. It’s 
not healthy.”

Rep. Derrick Van Order endorsed 
Mr. McGuire and had a “wonderful 
conversation” with Mr. Gaetz’s primary 
opponent, former Navy offi  cer Aaron 
Dimmock.

“The reason that this Congress is so 
discombobulated lies directly on Bob 
Good and Matt Gaetz’s shoulders,” the 
Wisconsin Republican said. “They feed 
off  of people’s fear and anger, and they’re 
bullies.”

House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Mike Rogers said his endorse-
ments against far-right Republicans are 
about “getting more serious legislators 
elected who want to come here and fi nd 
a way to get things done rather than fi nd-
ing a way to stop things from happening.”

The Alabama Republican warned that 
if his party does not tame its rebels, the 
far left will be emboldened to deploy 
similar tactics and create a permanently 
dysfunctional House.

“Their nuts are watching our nuts and 
learning from them,” Mr. Rogers said. 
“So you watch, they’re going to start 
replicating some of these tactics unless 
we demonstrate that these tactics are 
not going to be tolerated. And that’s why 
you’re seeing a lot of us get engaged in 
primaries to try to get more reasonable, 
productive members into offi  ce.”

PRIMARY
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Rep. William Timmons of South Carolina, supported by the House Freedom Caucus, is the latest Republican to prevail in the 
primary war. So far, none of the lawmakers’ attempts to keep an incumbent out of the general election has been successful.
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When disinformation researcher 
Wen-Ping Liu looked into China’s ef-
forts to infl uence Taiwan’s recent elec-
tion using fake social media accounts, 
something unusual stood out about the 
most successful profi les.

They were female, or at least that’s 
what they appeared to be. Fake profi les 
that claimed to be women got more 
engagement, more eyeballs and more in-
fl uence than supposedly male accounts.

“Pretending to be a female is the easi-
est way to get credibility,” said Mr. Liu, 
an investigator with Taiwan’s Ministry 
of Justice.

Whether it’s Chinese or Russian 
propaganda agencies, online scammers 
or AI chatbots, it pays to be female 
— proving that while technology may 
grow more and more sophisticated, the 

human brain remains surprisingly easy 
to hack thanks in part to age-old gender 
stereotypes that have migrated from the 
real world to the virtual.

People have long assigned human 
characteristics like gender to inanimate 
objects — ships are one example — so 
it makes sense that human-like traits 
would make fake social media profi les 
or chatbots more appealing.

However, questions about how these 
technologies can refl ect and reinforce 
gender stereotypes are getting attention 
as more voice assistants and AI-enabled 
chatbots enter the market, further blur-
ring the lines between man (and woman) 
and machine.

“You want to inject some emotion 
and warmth and a very easy way to do 
that is to pick a woman’s face and voice,” 
said Sylvie Borau, a marketing profes-
sor and online researcher in Toulouse, 
France, whose work has found that 

internet users prefer “female” bots and 
see them as more human than “male” 
versions.

People tend to see women as warmer, 
less threatening and more agreeable 
than men, Ms. Borau told The Associ-
ated Press. Men, meanwhile, are often 
perceived to be more competent, though 
also more likely to be threatening or 
hostile. Because of this many people may 
be, consciously or unconsciously, more 
willing to engage with a fake account 
that poses as female.

When OpenAI CEO Sam Altman was 
searching for a new voice for the Chat-
GPT AI program, he approached Scarlett 
Johansson, who said Mr. Altman told her 
that users would fi nd her voice — which 
served as the eponymous voice assistant 
in the movie “Her” — “comforting.” 
Ms. Johansson declined Mr. Altman’s 
request and threatened to sue when the 
company went with what she called an 

“eerily similar” voice. OpenAI put the 
new voice on hold.

Feminine profi le pictures, particu-
larly ones showing women with fl awless 
skin, lush lips and wide eyes in revealing 
outfi ts, can be another online lure for 
many men.

Users also treat bots diff erently based 
on their perceived sex: Ms. Borau’s re-
search has found that “female” chatbots 
are far more likely to receive sexual 
harassment and threats than “male” bots.

Female social media profi les receive 
on average more than three times the 
views compared to those of males, ac-
cording to an analysis of more than 
40,000 profi les conducted for the AP by 
Cyabra, an Israeli tech fi rm that special-
izes in bot detection. Female profi les that 
claim to be younger get the most views, 
Cyabra found.

“Creating a fake account and present-
ing it as a woman will help the account 

gain more reach compared to present-
ing it as a male,” according to Cyabra’s 
report.

A report from the U.N. suggested 
there’s an even more obvious reason 
why so many fake accounts and chat-
bots are female: they were created by 
men. The report, titled “Are Robots 
Sexist?”, looked at gender disparities 
in tech industries and concluded that 
greater diversity in programming and 
AI development could lead to fewer 
sexist stereotypes embedded in their 
products.

For programmers eager to make their 
chatbots as human as possible, this 
creates a dilemma, Ms. Borau said: if 
they select a female persona, are they 
encouraging sexist views about real-life 
women?

“It’s a vicious cycle,” Ms. Borau said. 
“Humanizing AI might dehumanize 
women.”

TECHNOLOGY

Using a faux woman’s touch: Bad actors use stereotypes for digital schemes
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Messengers raise their ballots in support of a motion put up for vote during their Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in 
Indianapolis. Members narrowly rejected a proposal Wednesday to enshrine a ban on churches with women pastors.
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INDIANAPOLIS | Southern Baptists nar-
rowly rejected a proposal Wednesday 
to enshrine a ban on churches with 
women pastors in the denomination’s 
constitution after opponents argued it 
was unnecessary because the denomina-
tion already has a way of ousting such 
churches.

The vote received support from 61% 
of the delegates, but it failed to get the 
required two-thirds supermajority. The 
action reversed a preliminary vote last 
year in favor of the offi  cial ban.

But it still leaves the Southern Baptist 
Convention with its offi  cial doctrinal 
statement saying the offi  ce of pastor is 
limited to men. Even the opponents of 
the ban said they favored that doctrinal 
statement but didn’t think it was neces-
sary to reinforce it in the constitution.

Opponents noted that the SBC al-
ready can oust churches that assert 
women can serve as pastors — as it did 
last year and again Tuesday night.

The proposed amendment, which 
received preliminary approval last year, 
would formally exclude churches that 
have women in any pastoral positions, 
from lead pastor to associates, or even 
affi  rms them in that role. Supporters 
say it is biblically necessary, estimating 
hundreds of Southern Baptist churches 
have women in those roles.

Since 2000, the SBC’s nonbinding 
statement of faith has declared that only 
men are qualifi ed for the role of pastor. 

It’s interpreted diff erently across the 
denomination, with some believing it 
doesn’t apply to associate pastors so long 
as the senior pastor is a man.

During their two-day annual meet-
ing in Indianapolis, Southern Baptists 
also elected a new convention president 
and approved a nonbinding resolution, 
cautioning couples about using in vitro 
fertilization.

In the resolution, messengers urged 
couples to “consider the ethical impli-
cations” of reproductive technologies 
like IVF. It has become a prominent 
issue in the wake of a controversy in 
Alabama, which shielded IVF providers 
from prosecution and civil lawsuits after 
a state Supreme Court ruling said frozen 
embryos are children.

The SBC resolution agrees that em-
bryos are children, regardless of location 
in or outside the uterus. The resolution 
expressed alarm over the fact that IVF 
treatment commonly produces surplus 
embryos that are frozen, with “most 
unquestionably destined for eventual 
destruction.”

While not outright opposing IVF, 
the resolution also denounces medical 
experimentation on frozen embryos 
as well as any use of “dehumanizing 
methods for determining suitability for 
life and genetic sorting.”

It expresses sympathy with couples 
struggling with infertility but urges them 
to weigh the issues. It also encourages 
couples to adopt frozen embryos.

Some messengers gave impassioned 
defenses of the technology, saying it 

helped couples bring children into the 
world, but others said the destruction of 
frozen embryos outweighs any benefi ts 
from IVF.

“Right now we’re trying to open the 
conversation, remind Southern Baptists 
of our long-held beliefs of the sanctity of 
human life,” said Kristen Ferguson, chair 
of the committee on resolutions. “So in 
the future, we fully anticipate that you 
may see much stronger language ... but 
we are not speaking to that at this time, 
because Southern Baptists aren’t ready 
to speak to that yet.”

Delegates also elected a North Caro-
lina pastor and longtime denominational 
statesman to be the next president of their 
convention in a contest between six can-
didates that went into two runoff  votes.

Clint Pressley, who is senior pastor of 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church in Char-
lotte, will be the next Southern Baptist 
Convention president after winning 56% 
of votes in the fi nal run-off  race.

The SBC president — one of the 
most prominent faces of the conserva-
tive evangelical network of churches 
— presides over the annual meeting and 
appoints members to the denomination’s 
committees.

Mr. Pressley earned a master of di-
vinity from New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisiana, one of 
the SBC’s offi  cial seminaries. He has led 
Hickory Grove since 2011 after pastoring 
churches in Alabama and Mississippi. 
Mr. Pressley was fi rst vice president of 
the SBC in 2014-15 and served on numer-
ous other denominational boards.

RELIGION

Southern Baptists narrowly reject 
ban on churches with women pastors
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Federal Reserve officials said 
Wednesday that infl ation has fallen fur-
ther toward their target level in recent 
months but signaled that they expect to 
cut their benchmark interest rate just 
once this year.

The policymakers’ forecast for one 
rate cut was down from a previous fore-
cast of three, because infl ation, despite 
having cooled in the past two months, 
remains persistently elevated.

In a statement issued after its two-
day meeting, the Fed said the economy 
is growing at a solid pace, while hiring 
has “remained strong.” The offi  cials also 
noted that in recent months there has 
been “modest” further progress toward 
their 2% infl ation target. That is a more 
positive assessment than after the Fed’s 
previous meeting May 1, when the of-
fi cials had noted a lack of progress.

Still, the central bank made clear 
Wednesday that further improvement 
is needed.

“We’ll need to see more good data 
to bolster our confi dence that infl ation 
is moving sustainably toward 2%,” Fed 
Chair Jerome H. Powell said at a news 
conference after the Fed meeting ended.

The policymakers, as expected, kept 
their key rate unchanged at roughly 5.3%. 
The benchmark rate has remained at that 
level since July of last year, after the Fed 
raised it 11 times to try to slow borrowing 
and spending and cool infl ation.

Fed rate cuts would, over time, lighten 
loan costs for consumers, who have 
faced punishingly high rates for mort-
gages, auto loans, credit cards and other 
forms of borrowing.

The offi  cials’ rate-cut forecast refl ects 
the individual estimates of 19 policymak-
ers. The Fed said eight of the offi  cials 
projected two rate cuts. Seven projected 
one cut. Four of the policymakers envi-
sioned no cuts at all this year.

“What everyone agrees on,” Mr. Pow-
ell said at his news conference, is that the 
Fed’s timetable for rate cuts is “going to 
be data-dependent.”

The Fed’s latest projections are by no 
means fi xed in time. The policymakers 
frequently revise their plans for rate 
cuts — or hikes — depending on how 
economic growth and infl ation evolve 
over time.

On Wednesday morning, the gov-
ernment reported that infl ation eased 
in May for a second straight month, 
a hopeful sign that an acceleration of 
prices that occurred early this year may 
have passed.

Consumer prices excluding volatile 
food and energy costs — the closely 
watched “core” index — rose just 0.2% 
from April, the smallest rise since Octo-
ber. Measured from a year earlier, core 
prices climbed 3.4%, the mildest pace 
in three years.

“We welcome today’s reading and 
hope for more like that,” Mr. Powell said.

Though infl ation has tumbled from a 
peak of 9.1% two years ago, it remains too 
high for the Fed’s liking. The policymak-
ers now face the delicate task of keeping 
rates high enough to slow spending and 
defeat high infl ation without derailing 

the economy.
The central bank’s rate policies over 

the next several months could also have 
consequences for the presidential race.

Though the unemployment rate is a 
low 4%, hiring is robust and consumers 
continue to spend, voters have taken 
a generally sour view of the economy 
under President Biden. In large part, 
that’s because prices remain much 
higher than they were before the pan-
demic struck. High borrowing rates 
impose a further fi nancial burden.

Infl ation had cooled steadily in the 
second half of last year, raising hopes 
that the Fed could achieve a rare “soft 
landing,” whereby it would manage to 
conquer infl ation through rate hikes 
without causing a recession.

But infl ation came in unexpectedly 
high in the fi rst three months of this 
year, delaying hoped-for Fed rate cuts 
and potentially imperiling a soft landing.

Last month, Christopher Waller, an 
infl uential member of the Fed’s Board of 
Governors, said he needed to see “several 
more months of good infl ation data” 
before he would consider supporting 
rate cuts. Though Mr. Waller didn’t spell 
out what would constitute good data, 
economists think it would have to be 
core infl ation of 0.2% or less each month.

As part of the updated quarterly 
forecasts the Fed’s policymakers issued 
Wednesday, they projected that the 
economy will grow 2.1% this year and 2% 
in 2025, the same as they had envisioned 
in March. They expect core infl ation to 
be 2.8% by year’s end, according to their 
preferred gauge, up from a previous 
forecast of 2.6%. And they project that 
unemployment will stay at its current 
4% rate by the end of this year and edge 
up to 4.2% by the end of 2025.

The expectation that the unemploy-
ment rate will remain around those low 
levels indicates that the Fed thinks that 
while the job market will gradually slow, 
it will remain healthy.

“By so many measures,” Mr. Powell 
said at his news conference, “the labor 
market was kind of overheated two years 
ago, and we’ve seen it move back into 
much better balance between supply 
and demand.”

ECONOMY

Federal Reserve signals 
one rate cut this year as 
infl ation levels cool off 
Cites ‘modest’ progress toward target
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“We’ll need to see more good data to 
bolster our confi dence that infl ation is 
moving sustainably toward 2%,” said 
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell.
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MINEOLA, N.Y. | A suburban New York 
county with one of the largest police 
forces in the nation is training dozens 
of armed residents who could be called 
up during natural disasters and other 
emergencies, sparking worry that the 
new volunteer unit amounts to an un-
sanctioned local militia.

Nassau County officials posted a 
notice in March seeking private citizens 
with gun licenses to serve as provisional 
special deputy sheriff s who could assist 
in the “protection of human life and 
property during an emergency.”

Twenty-fi ve have completed training 
in recent weeks, but local residents who 
have been rallying against the scheme 
question the need for the unit and have 
raised concerns about the potential for 
overpolicing after departments across 
the country cracked down on protests 
against the latest Israel-Hamas war.

Democrats, who are the minority in 

the county legislature, and some com-
munity advocates say they worry Nassau 
County Executive Bruce Blakeman — a 
Republican and staunch supporter of for-
mer President Donald Trump — could 

call up the deputies to quell political dis-
sent, a charge he strongly denies. Critics 
also argue that emergencies require a 
diff erent type of volunteer.

“There is no need to give residents 

broad and dangerously vague authority 
to respond, armed with deadly weapons, 
in the event of an emergency,” said Laura 
Burns, a Rockville Centre resident and 
member of the gun control group Moms 
Demand Action, after a recent rally.

In a phone interview, Mr. Blakeman 
said the armed deputies would be called 
on only when the county faces a major 
emergency akin to Superstorm Sandy, 
which caused catastrophic damage along 
the Long Island coast in 2012.

They would not be used for crowd 
control or breaking up protests because 
they won’t be trained to patrol streets, 
he said. Instead, the deputies will protect 
critical infrastructure, government build-
ings, hospitals and houses of worship.

“We are putting together this pro-
gram so I won’t have to be in a scramble 
to try and fi nd qualifi ed people,” Mr. 
Blakeman said.

Nassau County, with about 1.4 mil-
lion residents, has the 12th-largest local 
police force in the nation, some 2,600 
sworn offi  cers — bigger than Boston, San 

Francisco, Baltimore and other major cit-
ies. State troopers also serve the county, 
which has dozens of village police forces.

Michael Moore, 65, is a retired Nassau 
County court offi  cer and member of the 
local Community Emergency Response 
Team trained to support fi rst responders 
in emergencies. He says armed residents 
weren’t what was needed in 2012 — and 
aren’t what is needed now. 

“When Sandy hit, we needed people 
shoveling, pumping out basements, 
handing out water, directing traffi  c, all 
those kinds of things,” said Mr. Moore. 
“We didn’t need people grabbing their 
reading glasses and picking up their 
fi rearms to challenge somebody to a duel 
on Main Street. It’s freaking ridiculous.”

Local Democrats have questioned 
the legality of the program. But Mr. 
Blakeman shrugged off  the criticism as 
politically motivated, pointing to state 
law that authorizes local sheriffs to 
deputize “orally or in writing” as many 
special deputies as needed to respond 
to an emergency.

NEW YORK

County with large police force looks to deputize armed residents
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Nassau County, New York, which has the nation’s 12th-largest police force and is also 
served by state troopers, wants to deputize armed residents to assist in emergencies. 
Opponents say such a unit is not needed and amounts to an unsanctioned militia.

FLORIDA

Demolition of school building
in Parkland shootings to begin

PARKLAND | The three-story build-
ing where 17 people died in the 2018 
mass shooting at Parkland’s Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School looms 
over campus behind a screened fence, 
a horrifi c and constant reminder to 
students, teachers, the victims’ families 
and passersby.

But after serving as evidence at the 
killer’s trial, the building’s destruction 
starts Thursday as crews bring it down 
piece by piece — implosion would 
have damaged nearby structures.

The Broward County school board 
has not decided what the building’s 
replacement will be.

“I want the building gone,” said Lori 
Alhadeff , whose 14-year-old daughter, 
Alyssa, died there. 

Ms. Alhadeff  was elected to the 
Broward County school board after 
the massacre and is now its chair. 

But other parents, like Max 
Schachter and Tony Montalto, hoped 
the building would be preserved. Over 
the last year, they, Ms. Alhadeff  and 
others have led Vice President Kamala 

Harris, members of Congress, school 
offi  cials, police offi  cers and about 500 
other invitees on tours. They mostly 
demonstrated how improved safety 
measures could have saved lives.

— Associated Press

NEW YORK

Vandals deface homes
of museum director, trustees

NEW YORK | Palestinian protesters 
vandalized locations associated with 
the Brooklyn Museum and the United 
Nations in New York, throwing red 
paint across their entrances in opposi-
tion to the war between Israel and 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

Mayor Eric Adams posted Wednes-
day on X that police are investigating 
after the homes of museum Director 
Anne Pasternak and members of the 
museum’s board of trustees were hit. 
He shared four images of a brick build-
ing splashed with red paint.

Red paint was also splashed across 
the front of buildings associated 
with the German Consulate and the 
Permanent Observer Mission of the 
State of Palestine, where fl yers critical 
of the Palestinian Authority and its 

president, Mahmoud Abbas, were scat-
tered outside the building.

— Associated Press

OKLAHOMA

State high court refuses lawsuit
over 1921 Tulsa racial massacre

OKLAHOMA CITY | The Oklahoma Su-
preme Court on Wednesday dismissed 
a lawsuit by survivors of the 1921 Tulsa 
race massacre, dampening the hope 
of advocates for racial justice that the 
city would make fi nancial amends for 
one of the worst single acts of violence 
against Black people in U.S. history 
that left as many as 300 people dead 
and a once-thriving district in smol-
dering ruins.

The nine-member court upheld the 
decision made by a district court judge 
in Tulsa last year, ruling that the plain-
tiff s’ grievances about the destruction 
of the Greenwood district, although 

legitimate, did not fall within the scope 
of the state’s public nuisance statute.

“Plaintiff s do not point to any 
physical injury to property in Green-
wood rendering it uninhabitable that 
could be resolved by way of injunction 
or other civil remedy,” the court wrote 
in its decision. 

“Today we hold that relief is not 
possible under any set of facts that 
could be established consistent with 
plaintiff ’s allegations.”

The city said in a statement that 
it “respects the court’s decision and 
affi  rms the signifi cance of the work 
the City continues to do in the North 
Tulsa and Greenwood communi-
ties,” adding that it remains commit-
ted “to working with residents and 
providing resources to support” the 
communities.

— Associated Press

ILLINOIS

3 deputies shot responding
to domestic disturbance report

DIXON | Three sheriff ’s deputies 
were shot Wednesday while respond-
ing to a northern Illinois home, and the 
suspect was also wounded, authorities 

told reporters.
Ogle County Sheriff  Brian Van-

Vickle said the deputies were respond-
ing to a report that someone in the 
home was threatening to kill themself 
or others. 

He said the suspect was also shot. 
He did not provide any information 
about the suspect, including name, age 
or where the person lives.

Ambulances and two medical heli-
copters went to the Lost Lake commu-
nity near Dixon, where there was also 
was a massive police presence, accord-
ing to a post on the Winnebago Boone 
& Ogle County Fire/Ems Incidents 
Facebook page.

Sheriff  VanVickle said a family 
member called police shortly after 8:30 
a.m. to report the threats from some-
one at the home. He said negotiators 
tried to reach the person by phone and 
decided to go in shortly before noon.

“Immediately upon entering the 
house, our deputies received fi re from 
inside the house,” he said.

Sheriff  VanVickle initially tried to 
leave after giving a statement without 
more detail but then told reporters 
that everyone “is in good condition.”

— Associated Press
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Portland, Oregon, journalist Andy Ngo 
posted on X. “And prosecutors are seek-
ing to punish those who leave tire skid 
markings on the street.”

Other comments on social media 
included “utter nonsense” and “com-
pletely absurd.”

Christopher Rufo, a Manhattan In-
stitute senior fellow, said, “Spokane has 
allowed the homeless to set up drug 
encampments on the sidewalks but pros-
ecutes teens for skidding their scooters 
on an intersection.”

The conservative Legal Insurrection 
blog called the arrests an example of 

“woke insanity” and said, “This story is 
particularly infuriating because these 
kids were riding scooters on a ‘Pride’ 
mural that is painted on a road.”

The incident drew comparisons to 
the protesters against Israel who defaced 
at least four statues over the weekend at 
Lafayette Park near the White House. 
None of the activists was arrested or 
cited by U.S. Park Police, who were 
badly outnumbered by the thousands 
of demonstrators.

“Meanwhile, actual historic statues 
were defaced near the White House in 
DC,” said Legal Insurrection. “This is 
OK, however, because shut up.”

Washington state legislators had the 
Riverfront Park Spokane mural in mind 
when they passed Senate Bill 5917, which 

adds the defacement of public property 
to a hate crimes law. Gov. Jay Inslee, a 
Democrat, signed the bill in March. It 
went into eff ect June 6.

Senate Majority Leader Andy Billig, 
a Democrat who represents Spokane, 
introduced the measure “in response 
to vandalism of Spokane LGBTQ+ land-
marks in October.”

“The legislation closes a loophole in 
current law by redefi ning the state’s hate 
crime statute to include destruction and 
vandalism targeting public property like 
Spokane Pride’s crosswalk,” his offi  ce 
said in a March 13 statement.

Indeed, the crosswalk has become 
something of a magnet for vandalism. 
In October, the mural was covered with 
white paint. Last month, it was set on fi re. 

A few days after the teens on scooters 
were arrested, someone splashed the 
mural with orangish paint.

“Our state has passed important laws 
to protect people targeted for what they 
look like, who they love, or how they 
pray,” Mr. Billig said. “This legislation 
strengthens our hate crime laws by 
adding our shared public spaces and 
symbols of inclusion while sending a 
strong message of unity against these 
heinous attacks.”

Separating the hardened hate crime 
off enders from the thoughtless youths 
may be a challenge. The day after the 
three teens were arrested, a camera 
crew for KHQ-TV in Spokane caught 
another group of scooter riders on cam-
era scuffi  ng up the mural and the nearby 

sidewalk.
“A group of five to six kids just 

[started] doing donuts and creating 
skid marks on the Pride Mural. Right in 
front of me as we’re reporting on three 
people getting arrested for doing the 
same thing last night,” KHQ-TV reporter 
Adam Schwager posted on X.

He said the scooter riders “also made 
skid marks up Howard right in front 
of Boo Radley’s [toy store], so I’m not 
sure it was targeted at the mural, or just 
general vandalism.”

Lime, the company behind the motor-
ized scooters, condemned “these vile 
acts in no uncertain terms” and said it 
would institute a “no-go zone” at the 
intersection, meaning the scooters will 
not work on the mural.

MURAL
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Professionals counted 48.3 million pick-
leball players in 2023, a 35% increase 
from 2022.

“It’s easy to jump in and play,” Allyce 
Jones, a professional player with the D.C. 
Pickleball Team, told The Times.

Jones said a welcoming community is 
what sets pickleball apart. Most courts 
use an open-play format where players 
of all skill levels take turns on courts, 
meet people and play with diff erent 
partners.

“A key piece of it is the social connec-
tivity for all ages getting out and being 
able to interact with people, whether 
they’re your age or not,” Adam Behnke, 
the chief operating offi  cer for D.C. Pick-
leball Team, told The Times. “Pickleball 
brings everybody together.”

It also comes without some of the 
social and physical barriers that keep 
people away from similar sports.

“It’s an equalizer. A grandma can play 
it with her young grandson, and it can be 
competitive,” said Bob Bryan, a 16-time 
Grand Slam doubles champion in tennis.

During the COVID-19 lockdowns, 
millions of Americans wanted to fi nd 
a new social activity but needed to be 
outdoors and socially distant.

Enter pickleball.
Jones, a former high school health 

teacher, said she was one of many who 
picked up pickleball during the early 
years of the pandemic. She would virtu-
ally teach students in the morning before 
heading to her high school’s gym with 
her family.

“I started getting addicted,” the 
36-year-old mother of three said. “I 

have a personality that has to give 120%.”
In the four years since the pandemic 

began, pickleball has grown massively.
As pickleball has expanded at the 

community level, the professional op-
portunities for top-end players have also 
blossomed. What began as a hobby for 
players like Jones quickly became a way 
to make money — astounding money for 
some players.

Ben Johns, 25, is the top-ranked pick-
leball player in the world. Six years ago, 
the Maryland native said, he earned 
$50,000 annually playing the game. 
That jumped to $250,000 in 2021. Last 
year, the 25-year-old reported $2.5 mil-
lion in pay from his playing salary and 

endorsements.
“We haven’t reached the top,” Johns 

told CNBC last month. “I think there’s 
still an upward trend.”

Skepticism remains, however.
Some see the game as a low-impact 

sport for the retired crowd or as a second 
option for former tennis players. After 
all, AARP is the biggest sponsor for this 
weekend’s event and several pickleball 
pros boast tennis backgrounds.

Those who live and breathe pickleball 
say they know how intense the competi-
tion can be.

“You should expect a lot of rowdi-
ness from players and fans. It’s not 
tennis, so people get really chirpy and 

the crowd gets really into it,” Jones said 
about this weekend’s event. “You’ll be 
surprised by how many players get so 
fi red up.”

Popko said he is regularly amazed by 
the prowess of pickleball professionals.

“These are folks that work very hard 
at training to be the best players in the 
world, but they still have a lot of fun 
doing it,” he said. “That comes across 
on and off  the court.”

Major League Pickleball expects 
2,500 to 3,000 fans to attend each day 
of this weekend’s event. Fans will see 
most of the league’s teams square off  in 
a round-robin format, gaining points for 
the regular season standings.

D.C. Pickleball Team executives said 
they expect a rambunctious crowd to 
give them a home-court advantage when 
the team opens play on Friday.

“There’s a super intimate feel, like 
courtside seats in basketball, where 
you’re really right there,” Behnke said. 
“You can hear all the players. You can 
trash talk a little bit at the opposing 
team.”

Organizers said this weekend might 
not resemble a traditional sporting event. 
It will likely feel more like a block party 
than a country club.

“We don’t even have to try to have 
that social aspect translate; it just 
presents itself. We just try to augment 
it and turn the volume up wherever 
we can,” Popko said. “It’s almost as 
if you took a music festival and put 
sports against it.”

A successful event this weekend 
could create even more pickleball fans 
in the Washington area. Although the 
competition has sold thousands of tick-
ets, organizers say they expect a healthy 
number of casual fans who might buy 
tickets on an event day.

“You either bring new fans into the 
equation, or you bring fans further into 
the paradigm,” Popko said. “Maybe they 
were a casual fan before, they become a 
more avid fan if they’re able to experi-
ence the product live.”

Behnke is counting on those “more 
avid fans.” He noted that he sees the D.C. 
Pickleball Team becoming a community 
fi xture as the city hosts more events.

“We hope to be one of those teams 
that brings a lot of joy and pride to 
people’s lives representing D.C.,” he said. 
“This is just the beginning.”

• This article is based in part on wire 
service reports.

PICKLEBALL
From page A1
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Pickleball’s popularity has exploded since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, when Americans wanted a new social activity but 
needed to be outdoors and socially distant. Pros say the welcoming community sets pickleball apart from other sports.
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Biden administration is not seek-
ing to replace China’s communist sys-
tem as it pursues better relations with 
Beijing, Deputy Secretary of State Kurt 
Campbell said Wednesday.

Responding to an article by former 
Trump administration National Secu-
rity Council offi  cial Matthew Pottinger 
and former Republican Rep. Mike Gal-
lagher, until recently chairman of the 
House Select Committee on the Chinese 
Communist Party, Mr. Campbell said 
the U.S. has a limited ability to change 
China’s increasingly troubling interna-
tional behavior.

Instead, the U.S. should accept Chi-
na’s system as it is, despite what critics 
say are growing signs Beijing is seeking 
to replace the Western democratic sys-
tem with its authoritarian model.

Mr. Campbell, until recently the ad-
ministration’s main point person on 
China policy, argued that President 
Biden’s policy of countering Beijing 
through strengthened relations with 
Asian allies and partners is working, 
telling a forum hosted by the Stimson 
Center, a think tank, that trying to un-
dermine China’s domestic system would 
be “reckless” and counterproductive.

“I do think we need to accept China as 

a major player, and 
doing constructive 
diplomacy with 
them is in Ameri-
ca’s strategic inter-
est,” he said, citing 
an uncertain global 
landscape with 
wars in Ukraine 
and Israel, Houthi 
rebel  at tacks 
against shipping in 

the Red Sea, and famine fears rising in 
parts of Africa.

“If you add all of those things up, it is 
a major test for American foreign policy, 
and I do not believe it is in our interest 
in the current juncture to add to our list 
— ‘Let’s try to topple the other leading 
power on the global state’ — despite our 
diff erences,” Mr. Campbell said. Instead, 
the administration is focused on sending 
clear signals over “red lines” that should 
not be crossed by Beijing in an eff ort to 
“do what you can to coexist,” he said.

China under President Xi Jinping 
has demanded that Washington for-
mally accept its communist system as 
a pre-condition for improved bilateral 

relations. Pressed whether coexistence 
with a communist-ruled China is pos-
sible, Mr. Campbell noted the U.S. in the 
past has dealt with adversarial systems 
such as the Soviet bloc during the Cold 
War.

Working with allies to sustain the 
current U.S. order and protecting supply 
chains from Chinese control are keys to 
the current policy, he said.

“I will say that U.S.-China relations 
are going to be challenging under the 
best of circumstances,” Mr. Campbell 
said, noting that unlike relations with the 
Soviet Union in the Cold War, the U.S. 
and China are closely “interdependent.” 
“Careful coexistence” with China is one 
of the most diffi  cult challenges in the his-
tory of American foreign policy, he said.

Additionally, he argued, America’s 
regional partners do not favor seeking 
to overthrow the Chinese communist 
system, and most U.S. allies and part-
ners in the past did not support what 
Mr. Campbell called “policies of regime 
change.” 

The U.S. in recent decades has over-
estimated its ability to infl uence Chinese 
foreign policy, Mr. Campbell said: “I 

think we have to have a high degree of 
modesty of what we think is possible 
with respect to fundamental changes in 
how China sees the world.”

U.S. offi  cials believe China under 
Mr. Xi seeks to replace what it calls the 
“unipolar” U.S.-led liberal international 
order with its brand of Chinese com-
munism, an authoritarian system dubbed 
“socialism with Chinese characteristics.”

Writing recently in the journal For-
eign Aff airs, Mr. Pottinger and Mr. Gal-
lagher argued that the Biden adminis-
tration produced multiple failures of 
deterrence in Afghanistan, Ukraine, 
and the Middle East. They criticized the 
current policy toward China as seeking a 
“short-term thaw with China’s leaders at 
the expense of a long-term victory over 
their malevolent strategy.”

“The United States shouldn’t manage 
the competition with China; it should 
win it,” Mr. Pottinger and Mr. Gallagher 
wrote. “Beijing is pursuing a raft of global 
initiatives designed to disintegrate the 
West and usher in an antidemocratic 
order.”

Mr. Campbell argued instead that the 
administration’s China strategy seeks to 
convince like-minded states to defend 
and preserve the U.S.-led “operating 
system” of Asia, one that has produced 
regional peace, stability and prosperity 
for the past 40 years.

DIPLOMACY

China adviser: U.S. not seeking regime change
Biden administration pursuing better 
relations with Beijing amid tensions 
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CARACAS, VENEZUELA | A fl eet of Rus-
sian warships on Wednesday began 
entering the Caribbean in what some see 
as a projection of strength as tensions 
with the Kremlin grow over Western 
support for Ukraine.

The fi rst two ships slowly crossed 
the mouth of the Havana Bay under a 
downpour. The ships were accompanied 
by small boats that guided them through 
the narrow entrance channel.

The U.S. military expects the exer-
cises will involve a handful of Russian 
ships and support vessels, which may 
also stop in Venezuela.

Russia is a longtime ally of Cuba and 
Venezuela, and its warships and aircraft 
have periodically made forays into the 
Caribbean. But this mission comes less 
than two weeks after President Biden 
authorized Ukraine to use U.S.-provided 
weapons to strike inside Russia to pro-
tect Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest 
city, prompting President Vladimir Putin 
to suggest his military could respond 
with “asymmetrical steps” elsewhere 
in the world.

“Most of all, the warships are 
a reminder to Washington that it is 

unpleasant when an adversary meddles 
in your near abroad,” said Benjamin 
Gedan, director of the Latin America 
Program at the Wilson Center, referring 
to the Western involvement in Russia’s 
war in Ukraine. “It also reminds Rus-
sia’s friends in the region, including U.S. 
antagonists Cuba and Venezuela, that 
Moscow is on their side.”

Although the fl eet includes a nuclear-
powered submarine, a senior U.S. ad-
ministration offi  cial said on background 
that the intelligence community has 
determined no vessel is carrying nuclear 
weapons. The offi  cial said Russia’s de-
ployments “pose no direct threat to the 
United States.”

U.S. offi  cials last week said the Rus-
sian ships were expected to remain in 
the region through the summer.

Russian ships have occasionally 
docked in Havana since 2008, when a 
group of Russian vessels entered Cuban 
waters in what state media described as 
the fi rst such visit in almost two decades. 
In 2015, a reconnaissance and commu-
nications ship arrived unannounced in 
Havana a day before the start of discus-
sions between U.S. and Cuban offi  cials 
on the reopening of diplomatic relations.

A State Department spokesperson 
said that Russia’s port calls in Cuba are 

“routine naval visits,” while acknowledg-
ing its military exercises “have ratcheted 
up because of U.S. support to Ukraine 
and exercise activity in support of our 
NATO allies.”

On Wednesday, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov hosted his Cuban 
counterpart, Bruno Rodriguez, for talks 
in Moscow. Speaking to reporters after 
the talks, Mr. Lavrov thanked the Cuban 
authorities for their supportive position 
on Ukraine.

“From the very beginning, Havana 
gave an assessment of what was hap-
pening outlining the absolutely correct, 
true reasons for what was unfolding [in 
Ukraine], and what was being prepared 
by the West for many years,” Mr. Lav-
rov said.

Russian military and defense doctrine 

holds Latin America and the Caribbean 
in an important position, with the sphere 
seen as under U.S. infl uence acting as a 
counterweight to Washington’s activi-
ties in Europe, said Ryan Berg, director 
of the Americas Program at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies.

“While this is likely little more than 
provocation from Moscow, it sends a 
message about Russia’s ability to project 
power into the Western Hemisphere 
with the help of its allies, and it will cer-
tainly keep the U.S. military on high alert 
while they are in theater,” Mr. Berg said.

The timing of this year’s mission may 
serve Russia’s purposes, but it is also 
raising questions of whether Venezuela’s 
government may use it as an opportunity 
to shore up President Nicolas Maduro’s 
bid for a third term in the July 28 election.

CUBA

Warships, aircraft from 
Russia enter Caribbean 
Moscow conducting military exercises
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BRINDISI, ITALY | President Biden and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy will sign a bilateral security 
agreement  on Thursday when they meet 
on the sidelines of the Group of Seven 
summit in Italy, as negotiators for the 
group have reached an agreement on 
how to provide Ukraine with up to $50 
billion backed by frozen Russian assets, 
offi  cials said Wednesday.

The U.S. and its biggest allies has 
been discussing ways of using the more 
than $260 billion in Russian assets frozen 
outside the country after the Feb. 24, 
2022 invasion of Ukraine to help Kyiv.

European offi  cials have resisted con-
fiscating the assets, citing legal and 
fi nancial stability concerns — most of 
the frozen assets are located in Europe 
— but the plan would use the interest 
earned on the assets to help Ukraine’s 
war eff ort, two offi  cials told reporters on 
background. An offi  cial with the French 
presidency confi rmed the announce-
ment Wednesday.

The agreement comes as Mr. Biden 
heads to the high-stakes summit pressing 
an expansive agenda, including turning 

frozen Russian assets into billions of 
dollars to help Ukraine fi ght Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s war machine 
and seeking a common approach on   
China, global migration pressures and 
the fi ghting in the Middle East.

The security arrangement was aimed 
to send a signal to the Kremlin of Ameri-
can resolve in supporting Kyiv, the White 
House said. National security adviser 
Jake Sullivan said the security agreement 
would not commit U.S. troops directly to 
Ukraine’s defense against Russia’s inva-
sion — a red line for Mr. Biden, who’s 
fearful of being pulled into direct confl ict 
between the nuclear-armed powers.

This year’s meeting comes three 
years after Mr. Biden declared at his fi rst 
such gathering that America was “back” 
as a global leader following the disrup-
tions to Western alliances that occurred 
when Donald Trump was president. 
Now, there’s a chance this gathering 
could be the fi nal G7 for Mr. Biden and 
other G7 leaders, depending on the re-
sults of elections this year.

Mr. Biden and his counterparts from 
Canada, Britain, France, Germany, Italy 
and Japan will use the summit to discuss 
challenges related to artifi cial intelli-
gence, migration and China’s economic 
might, among other topics. Pope Francis, 

Mr. Zelenskyy and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan are joining the 
gathering at the Borgo Egnazia resort 
in the Puglia region of southern Italy.

The summit, opening Thursday, will 
play out after far-right parties across the 
continent racked up gains of surprising 
scale in just-concluded European Union 
elections. Those victories, coupled with 
upcoming elections in the United King-
dom, France and the United States, have 
rattled the global political establishment 
and added weightiness to this year’s 
summit.

“You hear this a lot when you talk to 
U.S. and European offi  cials: If we can’t 
get this done now, whether it’s on China, 
whether it’s on the assets, we may not 
have another chance,” said Josh Lipsky, 
senior director of the Atlantic Council’s 
GeoEconomics Center, an international 
aff airs think tank. “We don’t know what 
the world will look like three months, six 
months, nine months from now.”

Despite pressing global challenges, 
White House national security spokes-
man John Kirby said there’s still a sense 
of relief among world leaders in 2024 
that the U.S. was engaged again on the 
world stage.

“Biden’s message then was that de-
mocracies need to step up and show they 

can deliver for their people,” Mr. Kirby 
said. “That’s true now more than ever.”

Mr. Kirby said the U.S. was prepared 
to work with democratically elected 
offi  cials in the EU no matter who they 
are, though some of those being el-
evated have expressed far less support 
for Ukraine than current leaders.

“We have every confi dence that re-
gardless of who fi lls the seats in the 
European Parliament, we’re going to 
continue to work closely with our EU 
partners on all the issues relative to our 
shared interests across the European 
continent,” Mr. Kirby said. “That in-
cludes supporting Ukraine.”

Mr. Biden, who’s been adamant “we 
will not walk away” from Ukraine, last 
week publicly apologized to Mr. Zelen-
skyy during a meeting  on the sidelines of 
the D-Day commemoration in France for 
a monthslong delay by Congress in au-
thorizing additional American military 
assistance. The delay allowed Russia to 
make gains on the battlefi eld.

Mr. Sullivan called the security agree-
ment a “bridge” to when Ukraine is 
invited to join the NATO alliance — a 
long-term priority of Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
that the allies have said will fi rst require 
an end to the Russia-Ukraine war and 
that Putin has steadfastly opposed.

SECURITY

Biden, Zelenskyy to sign deal as G7 leaders confront Russia

LEBANON

Hezbollah vows revenge aft er 
Israeli strike kills senior leader

BEIRUT | Hezbollah vowed Wednes-
day to intensify its attacks along the 
Lebanon-Israel border to avenge the 
killing of its most senior military com-
mander by Israel since the latest round 
of violence began eight months ago.

“Our response after the martyr-
dom of Abu Taleb will be to intensify 
our operations in severity, strength, 
quantity and quality,” senior Hezbol-
lah offi  cial Hachem Saffi  eddine said 
during a funeral ceremony for Taleb 
Sami Abdullah.

Earlier Wednesday, Hezbollah 
fi red a massive barrage of rockets into 
northern Israel, further escalating ten-
sions as the fate of an internationally 
backed plan for a cease-fi re in Gaza 
hung in the balance.

Hezbollah, an Iran-backed ally 
of the Palestinian Hamas group, has 
traded fi re with Israel nearly every 
day since the Israel-Hamas war began 
on Oct. 7, and says it will only stop 
if there is a truce in Gaza. That has 
raised fears of a regional confl agration.

Abdullah, 55, was killed in an 
airstrike late Tuesday. The Israeli mili-
tary said the attack was part of a strike 
on a Hezbollah command and control 
center used to direct attacks against 
Israel in recent months.

— Associated Press

ARMENIA

Yerevan pulls out of security 
group dominated by Russia

YEREVAN | The leader of Armenia 
on Wednesday declared his inten-
tion to pull out of a Russia-dominated 
security alliance of several ex-Soviet 
nations as tensions rise between the 
two allies. Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan said his government 
will decide later when to leave the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization, 
which also includes Russia and the 
Central Asian nations of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.

Armenia’s ties with Russia, its 
longtime sponsor and ally, have grown 
increasingly strained after Azerbaijan 
waged a lightning military campaign 
in September to take the Karabakh 
region, ending three decades of ethnic 
Armenian separatist rule there.

Armenian authorities accused Rus-
sian peacekeepers who were deployed 
to Nagorno-Karabakh of failing to stop 
Azerbaijan’s onslaught. Moscow, which 
has a military base in Armenia, rejected 
the accusations, arguing that its troops 
didn’t have a mandate to intervene.

Russia has engaged in a delicate bal-
ancing act, trying to preserve relations 
with Armenia while also maintaining 
warm ties with Azerbaijan and its main 
ally Turkey, a key economic partner 
for Moscow amid Western sanctions.

— Associated Press

CANADA 

Wreck of Shackleton’s last 
ship found under ice

ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND | The 
wreck of the last ship belonging to Sir 
Ernest Shackleton, the famed Irish-
born British explorer of Antarctica, has 
been found off  the coast of Labrador in 
Canada, 62 years after it went missing. 
The wreck was found by an interna-
tional team led by the Royal Canadian 
Geographical Society.

The Quest was found on Sunday 
evening, sitting on its keel under 1,280 
feet of churning, frigid water, the so-
ciety said. Its towering mast was lying 
broken beside it, likely cracked off  as 
the vessel was sucked into the depths 
after it struck ice on May 5, 1962.

Shackleton’s death aboard the 
ship in 1922 marked the end of what 
historians consider the “heroic age” of 
Antarctic exploration. The explorer 
led three British expeditions to the 
Antarctic, and he was in the early 
stages of a fourth when he died of a 
heart attack. He was 47.

The Norwegian-built Quest was a 
schooner-rigged steamship, and Shack-
leton bought it specifi cally to travel 
to Canada’s High Arctic, offi  cials said. 
But the Canadian government at the 
time axed those plans, and Shackleton 
decided to set sail once again for the 
Antarctic.

After the explorer’s death, the 
Quest was eventually returned to its 
original intended use as a sealing ves-
sel. It sank in 1962, after it was dam-
aged by ice in the Labrador Sea while 
on a whaling trip.

— Associated Press
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A fl eet of Russian warships entered the Caribbean on Wednesday. Th e ships were 
accompanied by small boats that guided them through the mouth of the Havana Bay. 
Some see the moves as a projection of strength as tensions grow over Ukraine.
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While the Israel-Hamas war rages in the Gaza Strip, another type of confl ict is 
spreading propaganda on social media. Some foreign eff orts are not designed to 
change public opinion but to amplify divisive sentiments and issues to drive anger.

depending on the audience’s perspective.
A deepfake video showed Florida Gov. 

Ron DeSantis dropping out of the presi-
dential race before he offi  cially ended 
his campaign for the Republican Party 
nomination. The video contained a water-
mark of a meme maker who backs former 
President Donald Trump and concluded 
with a talking cartoon meatball that made 
clear the manipulated video was coming 
from an anti-DeSantis producer.

Mr. Cavalli said only a few of the thou-
sands of AI-generated audio, images and 
videos about the election his team has 
observed ought to be considered genuine 
threats. Still, the less-informed may not 
understand the satirical hallmarks of 
manipulated content, he said, and other 
misleading content is more sophisticated.

Sensity AI is selling its ability to detect 
deepfakes. According to Amazon Web 
Services’ marketplace, 12 months of Sen-
sity AI’s audio, image and video detection 
tools cost $90,000.

Election fears
Some lawmakers on Capitol Hill say 

they fear their political opponents will use 
emerging generative AI tools to challenge 

them in November.
Last month, the Senate Rules Commit-

tee advanced three bills focused on AI and 
elections, including legislation restricting 
deepfakes about political candidates, 
mandatory labeling of AI in political ads, 
and a push to develop voluntary guide-
lines for election offi  ces.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar, Minnesota 
Democrat, is leading the charge to pass 
restrictions about AI use in elections into 
law, but the likelihood of anything gaining 
momentum grows less likely as the elec-
tions approach.

“We are going to see this resurgence 
of fakery and scams going on in our elec-
tions,” Ms. Klobuchar said at a committee 
meeting last month. “And whether you’re 
a Democrat or Republican, whether 
you’re conservative or liberal, we can-
not have our democracy undermined 
by ads and by videos and by robocalls 
when you literally don’t know if it’s the 
candidate you love or the candidate you 
dislike. We cannot have that happen to 
our democracy.”

Politicians telling lies on the campaign 
trail is not new, but measuring whether 
deepfakes directly aff ect anyone’s vote 
is diffi  cult.

Some foreign propaganda eff orts are 
not designed to change public opinion but 
to amplify divisive sentiments and issues 

to drive up anger.
The Department of Homeland Secu-

rity, the FBI and the Offi  ce of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence published 
guidance in April urging election offi  cials 
across the country to be alert to the use 
of AI to manipulate voters.

“Train staff  on standard procedures 
for responding to suspected AI-generated 
media and understand the mechanisms 
for notifying members of your organiza-
tion about this activity,” the agencies’ 
guidance said.

Other guidance encouraged voters to 
verify sources of information and directed 
audiences to government websites for 
accurate information.

“Foreign malign infl uence agents en-
gage real people with the goal of having 
them echo [their] messaging, essentially 
co-opting their already established online 
megaphone, while hiding the foreign 
origin of the infl uence message,” the agen-
cies said. “Many of these tactics are not 
new, but generative AI tools have made 
it much easier and cheaper to generate 
and spread convincing foreign malign 
infl uence content.”

The agencies encouraged those re-
sponsible for administering elections to 
consider using “safe words” for authen-
tication to ensure they are not duped by 
AI-powered impersonators.

FAKE
From page A1

U.S. ON ‘HELLSCAPE’ IN TAIWAN STRAIT
The new commander of the Hawaii-based 

Indo-Pacifi c Command is warning China’s 
military to expect a “hellscape” response to 
any potential military assault on Taiwan. Adm. 
Samuel Paparo said one scenario designed to dis-
suade the Chinese from invading is the creation 
of a network of U.S. and allied drones to swarm 
the Taiwan Strait that would prevent a rapid 
takeover of the self-ruled island China claims as 
its territory.

“They want to off er the world a short, sharp 
war so that it is a fait accompli before the world 
can get their act together,” Adm. Paparo told 
Washington Post columnist Josh Rogin. “My job 
is to ensure that between now and 2027 and be-
yond, the U.S. military and the allies are capable 
of prevailing.”

The four-star admiral said Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping wants his military to be able to 
overwhelm Taiwan with a surprise attack across 
the Taiwan Strait and avoid a protracted confl ict 
similar to the long-running war between Ukraine 
and Russia.

Adm. Paparo says the ‘hellscape” deterrence 
strategy involves deploying drone swarms as 
soon as a Chinese invasion force is detected 
moving across the 100-mile-wide waterway. The 
swarms would include unmanned aerial vehicles, 
unmanned submarines and unmanned surface 
vessels that would buy time for U.S. and allied 
forces to intervene on behalf of Taiwan.

“I want to turn the Taiwan Strait into an 
unmanned hellscape using a number of classifi ed 
capabilities,” Adm. Paparo said. “So that I can 
make their lives utterly miserable for a month, 
which buys me the time for the rest of every-
thing.” He declined to provide details, but said 
the strategy is “real and it’s deliverable.”

The concept appears to be part of what the 
Pentagon is calling its “Replicator” program, a $1 
billion eff ort to deploy large numbers of armed 
unmanned weapons to defeat a Chinese invasion 
of Taiwan.

“The region has got two choices” given the 
China challenge, Adm. Paparo said. “The fi rst is 
that they can submit, and, as an end result, give 
up some of their freedoms. … Or they can arm to 
the teeth. Both cases have direct implications to 
the security, the freedom and the well-being of 
the citizens of the United States of America.”

The Chinese Communist Party-affi  liated 
Global Times said Adm. Paparo’s comments fol-
lowed Chinese war games around Taiwan meant 
as “punishment” for the election of the new 
Taiwan government of President Lai Ching-te, 
whom Beijing accuses of favoring independence 
for the island democracy. The outlet said the 
exercises showed China can strike “across all 
directions of the island without any blind spots,” 
frustrating any attempt to deploy a hellscape 
strategy.

“Washington is obsessed with the year 2027, 
when it believes the Chinese mainland will ‘in-
vade’ Taiwan,” the Global Times said, adding that 
“if the ‘Taiwan independence’ forces sabotage 
peace in the Straits, then the U.S. must know 
that it needs to accept China’s way of handling it. 
Actually, that is its only option.”

HAVANA SYNDROME PANEL PROPOSED
House lawmakers are proposing to create 

a commission to investigate debilitating brain-
related injuries caused during incidents against 
U.S. government personnel posted abroad, 
known formally as anomalous health incidents. 
A section of the current House intelligence au-
thorization bill now being debated would set up 
a National Security Commission on Anomalous 
Health Incidents.

The malady is suspected of being caused 
by some type of directed energy fi rst detected 
against U.S. diplomats in Havana and thus 
became known as “Havana syndrome.” U.S. intel-
ligence agencies have insisted that the incidents 
were not the result of hostile action, a claim that 
has angered victims who are convinced they have 

been targets of sonic weapons or other directed 
energy.

The American spy services concluded there 
is no indication that a hostile power is behind 
the incidents and blamed the brain injuries on 
unspecifi ed environmental or personal mental 
problems.

The authorization language proposes that a 
new nine-member commission would be formed 
to comprehensively address the risks posed by 
the incidents and the U.S. government’s re-
sponses. The panel would also seek to determine 
the origin of the incidents, whether research in-
dicates they were caused by “an external actor,” 
and the potential for “novel mechanisms” hostile 
states might use for such weapons against the 
United States.

• Contact Bill Gertz on X @BillGertz.
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CHINA WEIGHS USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN SPACE
Chinese military researchers are examin-

ing the use of nuclear blasts in space against 
large numbers of targets such as Starlink 
satellite swarms, according to a new report 
by an Air Force think tank. China’s develop-
ment of an orbiting nuclear strike weapon is 
also designed to target all 50 U.S. states, the 
June 3 report by the China Aerospace Stud-
ies Institute reveals.

The 13-page report provides new de-
tails of Chinese space warfare capabilities, 
including the orbiting hypersonic missile, 
roving “proximity” satellites that can crush 
satellites, and advanced cyberattacks on 
satellite control networks.

“The People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
has rapidly advanced in the space domain 
on several fronts simultaneously,” the report 
states, quoting a warning from Gen. Stephen 
Whiting, U.S. Space Command commander, 
that Beijing’s space weapons buildup is mov-
ing “breathtakingly fast.”

The Chinese military has already 
deployed a space plane similar to the Air 
Force’s X-37B spacecraft that has put into 
orbit several smaller satellites during recent 
missions.

The report notes recent reports indicat-
ing Russia also plans to deploy a nuclear 
weapon in space, just as China is consider-
ing nuclear blasts to counter large groups of 
small satellites. Both nuclear space weapons 
would violate the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, 
which bans weapons of mass destruction in 
space.

Chinese military researchers are seeking 

to disable systems such as the over 6,000 
orbiting Starlink satellites — deployed by 
a subsidiary of entrepreneur Elon Musk’s 
company SpaceX — in a future confl ict, the 
report said. Starlink satellites provide Wi-Fi 
connectivity to the internet from remote 
locations through ground terminals and is 
being used today by the Ukrainian military 
after Russian forces destroyed much of 
Kyiv’s military conventional communica-
tions networks.

The report said China’s military views 
the use of traditional missiles or other weap-
ons against large numbers of small satel-
lites as a “losing proposition.” Instead, the 
Chinese plans call for using a combination 
of “hard kill” and “soft kill” arms to incapaci-
tate large groups of small satellites.

One Chinese military research paper 
from 2022 stated that a nuclear detonation 
in space could be used to disrupt satellite 
communication groups: “PRC researchers 
identifi ed ways of modulating the shape 
and size of a nuclear radiological cloud in 
[low-Earth orbit] by adjusting detonation 
altitude and yield,” the report said. “PRC 
researchers and strategists are hard at work 
reconsidering the strategic environment of 
space considering new proliferated archi-
tectures and approaching the problem from 
a multi-dimensional and combined arms 
perspective.”

Other methods for disrupting satel-
lite communications include cyberattacks 
against defense contractors and “technical 
infi ltration” of ground stations.

The think tank report also reveals that 
China’s 2021 test of a fractional orbital 
bombardment system, or FOBS, used a 
hypersonic missile that launched a second-
ary missile, a possible indication the weapon 
can target moving ground or sea targets or 
may be armed with multiple, maneuverable 
warheads.

“The use of an orbital bombardment 
system could increase PLA power projec-
tion capabilities against bases and territories 
globally, including targets in the 50 states,” 
the report quotes a Chinese military paper 
as stating.

The report said the strange operational 
behavior observed in the 2021 FOBS test 
surprised U.S. analysts after the main hyper-
sonic vehicle fi red a “secondary munition.” 
The secondary weapon was possibly a defen-
sive countermeasure, an air-to-air missile or 
something else traveling at hypersonic speed 
— faster than fi ve times the speed of sound. 

“This would be a capability no other na-
tion has demonstrated or has claimed to be 
pursuing,” according to the report.

Chinese military researchers also are 
studying ways to use cyberattacks and elec-
tronic warfare to disrupt satellites. Military 
writings indicate that China is preparing 
to conduct disruptive cyberattacks against 
satellites by targeting onboard processors 
and memory units and exploiting vulnerabili-
ties in VxWorks, a common operating system 
used by satellite operators. Five Chinese 
cyberwarfare units are dedicated to attacking 
space systems, the report said.



REGION | A11THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2024 ☆ R

Region

BY MATT DELANEY

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

It was all smiles Wednesday 
from the Maryland leaders and 
federal offi  cials who celebrated 
reopening the main shipping chan-
nel to the Port of Baltimore — less 
than three months after the Fran-
cis Scott Key Bridge’s collapse 
claimed six lives and put the city 
in economic limbo.

Gov. Wes Moore joined salvage-
team offi  cials, local politicians and 
President Biden’s Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg to rejoice 
in greenlighting the federal chan-
nel for large freighters full of cars, 
sugar and lumber once again.

It was one of those massive 
cargo ships, the Sri Lanka-bound 
Dali, that caused the March 26 
bridge collapse after it lost power 
and rammed into a support beam.

A construction crew of eight 
was fi lling potholes on the bridge 
when it went down. Rescue teams 
managed to pull two survivors 
from the frigid waters shortly after 
the crash, but the other six died in 
the wreckage.

Once offi  cials found the fi nal 
victim’s remains early last month, 
attention shifted toward clearing 
the main channel by the end of 
June. The shipping lane was up 
and running by Monday. 

“Many said it would take mul-
tiple months for us to get to this 
point. Some said even up to a 
year,” Mr. Moore said as ships 
blared their horns in the distance. 
“Well, Maryland, this team did 
the unimaginable by many. And 
instead of 11 months, we got this 
thing done in 11 weeks.” 

The governor said the Port of 
Baltimore is a major hub for auto-
mobiles and farming equipment, 
as well as coal, cement and other 
commodities.

It also supports thousands of 
jobs — including 15,000 people 
who work on site and 140,000 
more whose jobs rely on port 
activities.

The Key Bridge collapse ef-
fectively shut down all activity 
into Baltimore’s port when the 
structure’s metal remains clogged 
the 50-foot-deep, 700-foot-wide 
federal shipping channel.

Ports America Chesapeake re-
ported that daily truck transactions 
at the Seagirt Marine Terminal 
were close to 3,000 just before the 
crash. That number sank to as low 
as 350 per day in late April.

Last month, union represen-
tatives with the International 
Longshoremen’s Association said 
around 125 workers had to go on 
unemployment due to the sudden 
work stoppage.

 The Dali was hauled back to 
port late last month and crews 
cleared a deep, temporary channel 
for large ships to use.

Royal Caribbean and Carnival 
Cruise Line resumed departures 
from Baltimore by Memorial Day 
weekend.

Meanwhile, union reps for long-
shoremen said the schedule for 
incoming ships started fi lling up 
again. The representative said they 
expected everything to be back to 
normal by the end of this month.

Offi  cials said a total of 56 fed-
eral, state and local agencies par-
ticipated in the salvage operations, 
including about 500 specialists 
from around the world who op-
erated a fl eet of 18 barges, 22 tug-
boats, 13 fl oating cranes, 10 excava-
tors and four survey boats.

“This ‘whole of government’ 
team was successful in working 
together to reopen this vital sup-
ply chain,” said Maj. Gen. Butch 
Graham of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. “It’s great to hear ev-
erything backing up out there. It 
was eerie when this port was as 
quiet as it was. That cacophony is 
a delight to see.”

The FBI launched a criminal 
investigation into what led up to 
the Dali’s catastrophic collision 
with the bridge.

• This article was based in part 
on wire service reports.
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Buttigieg, Moore,  
lawmakers celebrate 
reopening of port  
Deadly collapse clogged channel
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RALEIGH, N.C. | North Carolina’s 
top environmental regulator could 
order manufacturers of “forever 
chemicals” to help pay for water 
system cleanup upgrades when-
ever they are found responsible 
for discharges that contaminate 
drinking water beyond acceptable 
levels, under legislation advanced 
by a state House committee.

The measure was sought by 
Republican lawmakers from the 
Wilmington area, where upstream 
discharges into the Cape Fear 
River of a kind of per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances — also 
called PFAS — have contributed to 
public utilities serving hundreds 

of thousands of people to spend 
large amounts to fi lter them out. 
Accumulating scientifi c evidence 
suggests such chemicals, which 
resist breaking down, can cause 
harm to humans.

One bill sponsor said it’s ap-
propriate for companies that 
produced such chemicals and re-
leased them into the environment 
to cover the costs for cleaning up 
the water.

“It is not fair for the ratepay-
ers to have to pay this bill while 
the people who are actually re-
sponsible for making this stuff  
from scratch that got into those 
utilities aren’t having to foot the 
bill,” state Rep. Ted Davis of New 
Hanover County told the House 
Environment Committee. The 

panel approved the measure with 
bipartisan support.

The bill, if ultimately enacted, 
certainly would threaten more 
costs for The Chemours Co., 
which a state investigation found 
had discharged for decades a 
type of PFAS from its Fayetteville 
Works plant in Bladen County, 
reaching the air, the river and 
groundwater. The discharges 
weren’t made widely public until 
2017.

The bill would authorize the 
state Department of Environmen-
tal Quality secretary to order a 
“responsible party” for PFAS 
contamination that exceed set 
maximum levels in drinking water 
to pay public water systems the 
“actual and necessary costs” they 

incurred to remove or correct 
the contamination. Only a PFAS 
manufacturer can be a “respon-
sible party.”

The legislation also would 
make clear that a public water 
system that receives reimburse-
ments must lower customer water 
rates if they were raised to pay for 
abatement eff orts.

PFAS chemicals have been pro-
duced for a number of purposes 
— they helped eggs slide across 
nonstick frying pans, ensured that 
fi refi ghting foam suff ocates fl ames 
and helped clothes withstand the 
rain and keep people dry. GenX — 
produced at the Bladen plant — is 
associated with nonstick coatings.

Mr. Davis pushed unsuccess-
fully in 2022 for a similar bill, 

which at the time also ordered 
state regulators to set maximum 
acceptable levels of “forever 
chemicals.” The latest measure 
leaves that out, and sets the stan-
dards for action based on new U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
“maximum contaminant levels” 
for six PFAS types in drinking 
water, including GenX.

A Chemours lobbyist told the 
committee that the company was 
being targeted by the bill, even as 
the company has taken actions to 
address the PFAS release.

Chemours has invested at 
the plant to keep the chemical 
from entering the groundwater 
through an underwater wall and 
the air through a thermal oxidizer, 
lobbyist Jeff  Fritz said, and it’s 

worked closely with state envi-
ronmental regulators to address 
past contamination.

“Given those actions, we re-
spectfully ask that this bill not 
proceed,” Mr. Fritz said. The com-
pany has been required to pro-
vide water fi ltration systems for 
homes with contaminated wells, 
for example.

The North Carolina Manu-
facturers Alliance opposes the 
bill, while the American Chem-
istry Council expressed concerns 
about details, their representa-
tives said. They pointed to how 
the measure would apply ret-
roactively to expenses incurred 
since early 2017, based on con-
tamination standards that were 
just established in April. 

NORTH CAROLINA

Bill advances to force ‘forever chemicals’ makers to pay for water systems fi xes

BY LIZZY DONKER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The District’s Tidal Basin is 
renowned for its cherry trees, 
but visitors these days will 
glimpse only stumps, barri-
cades and construction in some 
areas.

It’s all part of the National 
Park Service’s $113 million res-
toration of the sea walls around 
the Tidal Basin and the Po-
tomac River, which includes 
the removal of some of the her-
alded cherry trees, said Mike 
Litterst, spokesperson for the 
National Mall.

“There are a few reasons 
for the need of this project,” 
Mr. Litterst said, one being the 
result of climate change. Sea 
levels have risen over the last 
few decades, and the water 
level in the Tidal Basin has 
risen 13 inches.

What’s more, the seawalls, 
which were not properly an-
chored, have sunk as much as 5 
feet since their initial construc-
tion, allowing water to fl ow 
over them during high tides, 
according to the park service, 
which is part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

These issues have caused 
the seawalls to no longer be 
structurally sound and now 
pose a threat to the historical 
signifi cance of the basin and 
visitors’ experience, Mr. Lit-
terst said.

The restoration will rehabil-
itate about 6,800 linear feet of 
seawall between the Jeff erson 
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
memorials and extend its life 
expectancy by approximately 
100 years, according to the 
service.

Preparing the site and re-
moving some 140 cherry trees, 

which began in late May, were 
expected to take about six 
weeks to complete. “I think 
they’re probably just about 
fi nished at this point,” Mr. Lit-
terst said.

The beloved “Stumpy” — a 
stubby cherry tree that had 
clung to life in the Tidal Basin’s 
increasingly brackish water — 
was removed last month, much 
to the disappointment of its 
admirers.

The project includes more 
than just cherry trees: It is 
part of nearly $500 million of 
infrastructure improvements 
being done to the National Mall 
in time for the nation’s 250th 
birthday. It includes upgrades 
to the National Mall, from a 
new museum at the Jeff erson 
Memorial to renovations of the 
Constitution Gardens.

Mr. Litterst thinks the at-
traction that will be of most 

interest is a new museum near 
the Lincoln Memorial, which 
will be “15,000 square feet of 
exhibit space that should open 
in 2026.” 

All of the improvements are 
expected to be done by 2026, just 
in time to celebrate 250 years of 
American independence.

And those disappointed by 
the removal of the cherry trees 
should take heart. “Of course, 
when it’s over, we’re replacing 
far more cherry trees than we’re 
taking down,” Mr. Litterst said.

The District’s cherry trees 
have been a top attraction 
every spring for decades. The 
fi rst cherry trees were a gift 
from Tokyo and planted on 
March 27, 1912, according to the 
park service. When the trees 
bloomed four years later, they 
served as an annual reminder 
of the friendship between the 
U.S. and Japan.

DISTRICT

Tidal Basin turns into construction site
Visitors to expect seawall restoration, removal of cherry trees
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Many of the cherry trees are experiencing their last peak bloom before being removed for a Tidal Basin restoration project.

BY MATT DELANEY

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A Republican congressional 
aide on Wednesday discussed 
being held up at gunpoint in the 
District as one of two staff ers who 
were robbed over the weekend in 
separate muggings in the Navy 
Yard neighborhood.

Octavian Miller, who works 
for Rep. Mike Collins of Geor-
gia, told “Fox & Friends” that he 
was walking with a friend early 

Sunday when two masked gun-
men hopped out of a car and 
aimed at his and his friend’s 
stomachs.

“You never think you’d be the 
one in the next story headline, 
right?” Mr. Miller said. “I thank 
God that nothing else bad hap-
pened to us, but you hear about 
these stories, and it’s quite un-
fortunate we live in a city where 
it feels like you have to fend for 
yourself.”

He said he handed over his 

watch in the robbery and his friend 
was punched in the face before the 
attackers ran off .

Mr. Collins said the attack is 
another indictment on the state of 
public safety in the nation’s capital.

“It is very much out of control, 
and we [call it] a warzone,” Mr. 
Collins told the network. “They 
have polled — constantly — the 
citizens that live here in D.C., and 
no one feels safe.”

Metropolitan Police said two 
robberies took place early Sunday 

in Southeast.
The fi rst occurred just before 2 

a.m., when three robbers stopped 
their black sedan in the 1000 block 
of Half Street Southeast and ap-
proached four victims,  police said.

One of the victims handed over 
a watch and another who began 
arguing with the thieves was told 
“Don’t be stupid. We’ll shoot you,” 
police said.

Authorities said a second rob-
bery happened at about 3:15 a.m. 
in the 800 block of New Jersey 
Avenue SE after a pair of gun-
men jumped out of a black sedan 
and held up four people on the 

sidewalk.
Investigators said they believe 

the two robberies were carried out 
by the same crew.

Rep. Dan Bishop, North Caro-
lina Republican, told local Fox af-
fi liate WTTG that one of his staff -
ers was with a group of friends 
when they were “attacked by a 
gang of armed criminals on a rob-
bery spree.”

Mr. Bishop’s statement pointed 
to the District’s “leftist pro-crime 
policies” that he said “embolden 
criminals and everyone who lives, 
works and visits here in danger.”

Mr. Collins told Fox News that 

last year’s spike in D.C. crime — 
which included a record number 
of killings and carjackings, as well 
as frequent street robberies — 
should prompt a hard look at the 
District’s home rule.

Last month, a bipartisan coali-
tion of House lawmakers passed a 
bill that seeks to limit the federal 
city’s ability to govern itself on 
public safety matters. The pro-
posal faces steep odds to pass the 
Senate.

Violent crime in the District 
has dropped 26% through the fi rst 
fi ve months of the year, according 
to Metropolitan Police data.

DISTRICT

Two congressional staff ers mugged in Navy Yard robberies
Congressman seeks hard look at District’s home rule
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By Jason Snead and Trent England

E
lection tampering isn’t 
always obvious. Sometimes, 
it’s hiding in plain sight.

Such is the case with 
ranked choice voting, an 
innocuous-sounding scheme 
that left-wing billionaires 
have been installing around 
the country to enhance 

democracy. In truth, ranked choice voting, or 
RCV, replaces our cherished “one person, one 
vote” system with a distorted voting method that 
gives an edge to extremist candidates who would 
not otherwise prevail in an honest, straightforward 
election.

We can be thankful for the leadership of Louisi-
ana Gov. Jeff  Landry, who just last week signed a bill 
prohibiting RCV in any local, state or federal elec-
tions in his state. Mr. Landry is part of a principled 
vanguard of state offi  cials working to face down 
RCV and roll it back. Louisiana joins nine other 
states that have acted to defend its residents’ right to 
fair elections in which every vote counts. Alabama, 
Kentucky, Mississippi and Oklahoma have banned 
RCV this year alone.

The tide is turning against RCV. The reason is 
simple: Everywhere RCV is tried, it leaves a trail of 
discarded ballots, extensive voting errors, delayed 
election results, interminably slow polling place 
lines, and diminished voter confi dence.

The basic mechanics of RCV are daunting. For 
each election, voters must rank candidates in order 
of their preference. In federal elections, wading 
through the numerous races and candidates can be 
a lengthy, if not overwhelming, task. It can be worse 
in some local elections with dozens of little-known 
candidates.

Suppose no candidate emerges with a majority at 
fi rst. In that case, tabulation machines eliminate the 
candidate with the fewest fi rst-place votes and redis-
tribute his or her ballots to each voter’s next-highest 
choice. The process is repeated until a candidate 
garners the majority of the remaining votes.

Ranked choice voting is cumbersome, explain-
ing why many voters skip the ranking part and just 
vote once for their preferred candidate. But if that 
candidate is eliminated, their ballot gets tossed out, 
eff ectively disenfranchising those voters. It’s as if 
they never went through the trouble of turning out 
to vote.

Studies confi rm that the number of ballots 
routinely thrown out is substantial. Even the George 
Soros–funded RCV advocacy group FairVote 

concedes that, on average, nearly 1 in 3 voters do not 
rank multiple candidates in RCV elections.

The fact that a candidate who initially polled the 
second- or third-most ballots can win a majority of 
the fi nal votes is a key feature explaining the far left’s 
enthusiasm for ranked choice voting. It gives their 
candidates a fi ghting chance to circumvent the true 
majority of voters’ will, pushing American politics to 
the left.

For example, in a 2022 special election for a 
U.S. House seat in Alaska, Republican candidates 
initially garnered 60% of the vote. Yet after earning 
just 40.2% of fi rst-place votes cast, Democrat Mary 
Peltola was ultimately declared the winner. After 
the fi rst-round tabulation, 11,222 ballots that didn’t 
indicate their second-most preferred candidate were 
tossed out. Of those who voted for third-place can-
didate Nick Begic, 21% didn’t list a second-place 
pick, eff ectively placing their ballots in the trash 
before the fi nal round of tabulation.

With those ballots eliminated, Ms. Peltola 
claimed a majority of 51.5% even though she was 
preferred by only a minority of voters. The pro-
cess was so confusing that state offi  cials concealed 
the election results for 15 days while trying to 
gather and tabulate votes.

Alaska’s experience is not an aberration. In 
Maine, the only other state conducting federal 
elections under RCV, a Democratic candidate won 
a congressional race in 2018 despite the Repub-
lican receiving more votes in the fi rst round of 
voting.

Fortunately, disenfranchised Alaskans will get 
a shot at righting a wrong. A citizen-led initiative 
has placed the repeal of ranked choice voting on 
this fall’s ballot. If it succeeds, Alaska will junk the 
scheme responsible for trashing so many citizens’ 
votes. And Missouri voters will consider a consti-
tutional amendment proposal that would shield 
them from RCV ballot tampering.

If they succeed, they will follow Aspen, Colo-
rado, and other municipalities that have had miser-
able experiences with RCV and ultimately walked 
away from it. In Utah, half of the cities that partici-
pated in an RCV pilot program have already tossed it 
on the proverbial ash heap of history.

The tide is starting to turn against ranked choice 
voting. However, given the mass of dark money 
behind it, more states should follow the lead of 
Louisiana and the other nine states that have banned 
RCV to protect ballot integrity from this latest threat.

Jason Snead and Trent England are chairmen of 
the Stop Ranked Choice Voting Coalition and au-
thors of “The Case Against Ranked-Choice Voting.”

Tide is turning against ranked choice voting
Scheme leads to diminished public confi dence
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By Allan C. Stam

American research universities, 
long celebrated as bastions 
of free inquiry and intellec-
tual exploration, are facing 

an accelerating crisis: the decline of 
intellectual diversity, particularly 
among faculty.

While the leftward lurch of 
academia has been well documented in 
recent decades, the consequences of this 
ideological homogeneity extend far be-
yond mere political representation. This 
shift has profoundly infl uenced the core 
of the university’s mission — the pursuit 
of truth, the free exchange of ideas, and 
the rigorous examination of diverse per-
spectives — ultimately undermining its 
ability to generate new knowledge, foster 
critical thinking, and prepare students for 
the real world.

Furthermore, this ideological confor-
mity within academia, mirroring Thomas 
Kuhn’s concept of “normal science,” has 
created an environment where certain 
questions are deemed “settled,” eff ec-
tively shutting down debate and stifl ing 
innovation.

The concept of “settled questions” is 
seductive in its simplicity.

It suggests that certain issues, having 
been thoroughly investigated and defi ni-
tively answered, no longer require further 
scrutiny. In theory, this allows research-
ers to focus on exploring new frontiers 
and solving unsolved puzzles, maximiz-
ing effi  ciency and accelerating progress.

This approach, however, ignores 
a fundamental truth about the nature 
of knowledge: It is always provisional, 
subject to revision, and dependent on the 
frameworks and assumptions that shape 
our inquiries. As Karl Popper argued, 
scientifi c knowledge is built not on cer-
tainty but on conjecture and refutation, a 
continuous testing and revision process 
that requires a willingness to challenge 
ideas and embrace uncertainty.

The problem arises when the designa-
tion of a question as “settled” is driven not 
by a genuine consensus based on over-
whelming evidence but by ideological 
conformity and a reluctance to challenge 
prevailing orthodoxies. In the context of 
the current ideological monoculture of 
academia, certain viewpoints, particularly 

those aligned with progressive ideology, 
are often treated as self-evident truths.

At the same time, alternative per-
spectives are dismissed as outdated, 
misguided or dangerous. This creates 
a climate where certain questions are 
deemed taboo, not because they have 
been defi nitively answered, but because 
they challenge the prevailing consensus 
and threaten the intellectual and moral 
authority of the dominant group.

This silencing of dissent operates 
through two primary mechanisms: 
the designation of certain questions as 
“settled,” implying that further inquiry is 
futile, and the labeling of other ques-
tions as “taboo,” suggesting that they are 
dangerous or inappropriate to ask. Both 

approaches stifl e intellectual exploration 
and limit the scope of inquiry, but they do 
so in diff erent ways.

“Settled questions” create a sense of 
futility, discouraging researchers from 
investing time and resources in investi-
gating something that is perceived as al-
ready answered. This aligns with Kuhn’s 
observation that scientists working within 
a paradigm often resist exploring anoma-
lies or alternative explanations that might 
challenge the dominant framework.

“Taboo questions,” on the other 
hand, create a sense of fear, discouraging 
inquiry by suggesting that asking these 
questions could lead to social ostracism, 
professional repercussions, or even legal 
action.

Ideology plays a decisive role in shap-
ing the designation of certain questions as 
“settled.”

In academia, the dominant ideology, 
progressive or left-wing, emphasizes the 
importance of social justice, equity and 
inclusion. While commendable in its 
aims, this ideology also leads to a narrow 
and dogmatic approach to certain ques-
tions, particularly those related to social 
and political issues.

The prevailing view within academia, 
heavily infl uenced by the ideology of 
equalitarianism, for example, is that any 
observed disparities in outcomes, such 
as academic achievement, income, or 
incarceration rates, are solely the result 
of social and environmental factors, 
such as discrimination, prejudice and 
unequal environments. While aiming to 
address historical injustices and promote 
social equality, this perspective com-
monly leads to dismissing alternative 
explanations, such as those considering 
the potential role of genetic or cultural 
factors or cumulative individual choices 
in shaping group diff erences.

With its set of unquestioned as-
sumptions and values, this dominant 
ideology functions as a “paradigm” in its 
own right, shaping the research agenda, 
defi ning acceptable methods, and 
determining the criteria for evaluating 
scholarship. The belief that systemic 
racism is the sole explanation for racial 
disparities in outcomes, for example, 
is often treated as a settled question in 
academia despite the lack of conclusive 
evidence and the existence of alternative 
explanations.

Similarly, the assertion that gender is 
a social construct with no biological basis 
or the belief that capitalism is inher-
ently exploitative and unsustainable are 
often treated as axiomatic truths within 
academic circles, stifl ing debate and dis-
couraging research that would challenge 
these assumptions.

Until our universities address the 
lack of viewpoint diversity, the societal 
value of the research they produce will 
continue to be called into question. Since 
much of academic research is funded by 
taxpayers, we should all be concerned.

Allan C. Stam is a distinguished university 
professor of politics and public policy.

Th e concept of               
‘settled questions’

How ideological conformity stifl es intellectual inquiry
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Let’s get real, people, as President 
Biden likes to say. 

Do you want real? We’ve 
got real. Here’s real: Having 

Mr. Biden run for president in 2024 is 
just plain elder abuse.

Who needs proof anymore? Mr. 
Biden is pretty far gone. But hang on. 
We’re all going there. We all get old. 
And getting old is weird. One man is 
just fi ne at 97; another is losing it at 74. 

Mr. Biden is 81. Sad to say, he’s 
losing it. I saw this whole descent with 
my father: fi ne at 79, failing at 84, lost 
at 87. At 79, my dad was ... my dad, 

vivacious, loquacious, full of life. At 
84, he slowed way down and wasn’t 
himself. At 87, his gait was strained, he 
didn’t speak much, he was all but gone. 

Mr. Biden seems nearly there, 
sadly. He really does. It’s sad that he’s 
running for president, but it’s far more 
sad that the people around him aren’t 
stopping him from doing so.

Take what happened on Monday. 
Mr. Biden held a White House event to 

Is Biden’s 
reelection bid 

just elder abuse?
President is too old and out of it 

to serve a second term
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Let me off er an obvious thought: The 
convictions of Hunter Biden 
and Donald Trump are not 
happy events for the United 

States. Whatever one thinks about the 
circumstances involved, the fact that a 
former president and the son of a sitting 
president were convicted of multiple 
felonies within the span of a few days is 
not a positive indicator of the health of 
the American experiment.

It doesn’t look any better if one 
considers our general societal discourse. 
Too much energy is spent online grind-
ing personal axes and seeking to “own” 
the other person. Too little time is spent 
trying to understand what thoughts, val-
ues and sentiments motivate those with 
whom you might disagree. No time at all 
is spent considering one’s own fl aws and 
shortcomings.

As that sort of societal attitude 
fl ows downstream, it infects and draws 
strength from politics. Think about our 
current presidential campaign for a mo-
ment. Has either candidate spent much 
time discussing a positive agenda for 
the nation? The current president has 
centered his campaign on “defending 
democracy” and creating a public policy 
structure conducive 
to abortion. Hardly 
a stirring call to 
national unity.

The challenger’s 
campaign has been 
more detailed, al-
though the candidate 
himself routinely 
returns to the economy, immigration and 
the shortcomings of federal law enforce-
ment. This is better than the incumbent’s, 
but it is still not really the kind of rhetoric 
around which citizens can rally.

I mention all this because one of my 
sisters recently challenged me to fi nd 
reasons to be optimistic that did not in-
volve “all that God stuff .”

She has a point. Po-
litical life in this country 
has been much better in 
living memory. The good 
news is that this nation 
is much more than its 
politics.

With respect to pros-
perity and opportunity, 
the United States, despite 
our government’s best ef-
forts, is still the best. Our 
economy is the largest in 
the world by a consider-
able distance. The United 
States’ gross domestic 
product is about 
$30 trillion, while China’s 
is less than $20 trillion. 
The European Union? 
About $20 trillion as well, 
even though, as recently 
as 1995, the EU and American econo-
mies were about the same size. Eight of 
the 10 largest companies in the world 
are American.

How about innovation? The Chinese 
landed a probe on the moon in 2013, 
meaning they are only about 45 years 
behind us. The race for artifi cial intel-
ligence — the next century’s command-
ing economic heights — is pretty much 
an America-only game at this point. 

Same with medical advances. Same with 
robotics.

Education? About 300,000 bright 
young students from China are in col-
lege or graduate school in the United 
States. Fewer than 10,000 Americans are 
in graduate school in China. About half of 
the top 50 universities on the planet are in 
the United States. A handful are in Europe. 
Four are in China.

How about population? Americans 
spend much time worrying about our lack 
of a southern border, as they should. But 
the fact that millions want to get here is 
pretty compelling evidence of our superi-
ority. Entire nations in Europe are dying, 
and immigration there is a huge national 
security problem. Each year, the regime 
in Beijing experiences net out-migration 

of more than half a 
million people. Not 
a problem here — 
people worldwide 
are voting with their 
feet for the United 
States.

Understandably, 
some of us are a bit 

cranky and less than optimistic; it occa-
sionally seems like things will never re-
turn to “normal.” That is probably right. 
Social media platforms have altered our 
world forever, and almost certainly not 
for the better.

The reality, however, is that whether 
we advance together or fail together 

is entirely up to us. We 
can choose to be great, 
as our ancestors who 
built this spectacular 
nation were great, or we 
can choose to fail. What 
makes America special 
is that kings, autocrats or 
ephemeral elites don’t set 
the tone and don’t really 
make the diff erence.

Just as they always 
have, ordinary citizens 
across the nation decide 
daily whether the nation 
will be great or not when 
they make decisions 
about work, raising fami-
lies, supporting commu-
nities and churches, etc. 
The national govern-
ment has nothing to do 
with it except occasional 

and unwelcome attempts to get in the 
way.

If the idea that our fate rests in our 
own hands — in your own hands — 
doesn’t make you optimistic, I’m not 
sure anything can.

Michael McKenna is a contributing edi-
tor at The Washington Times and co-host 
of the podcast “The Unregulated.” He is 
very optimistic about the United States.

Be optimistic 
about the United 

States
Whether we advance together or 
fail together is entirely up to us
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BY MICHAEL MCKENNA

With respect to 
prosperity and 

opportunity, the United 
States, despite our 
government’s best 

eff orts, is still the best. 
Our economy is the 

largest in the world by a 
considerable distance. 

Th e United States’ 
gross domestic product 

is about $30 trillion,  
while China’s is less 
than $20 trillion. Th e 

European Union? About 
$20 trillion as well.

House Republicans earlier this 
year decided to fully fund op-
erations at the FBI. They may 

come to regret that decision, as new 
whistleblower documents suggest the 
bureau has been purging its ranks of 
agents who fail to toe the Democratic 
Party line.

Empower Oversight, a nonprofit 
advocacy group that focuses on assisting 
government whistleblowers, sent a com-
plaint this week to Justice Department 
Inspector General Michael Horowitz 
regarding a 12-year FBI veteran who was 
pushed out of the agency.

“The FBI forced our client to forego 
years of additional retirement credits, 
health benefi ts, and employment op-
portunities for expressing views that 
are supposed to be protected by the 
First Amendment,” Empower’s president, 
Tristan Leavitt, wrote to Mr. Horowitz.

The agent, who requested anonymity, 
had his security clearance revoked by 
FBI offi  cials upset by his right-of-center 
political views. This is confi rmed in re-
cords from the FBI Security Division’s 
inquisition of the former fed.

All of his co-workers were interviewed 
using preprinted forms designed to re-
veal forbidden political views. The fi rst 
question asks if the agent did at any 
time “Vocalize support for President 
Trump?” Handwritten notes from the 
interviewer state: “Def[inite] Trump sup-
porter. Strong Republican values.”

Another question asks whether the 
agent voiced objections to the COVID-19 
vaccination. The notes answer: “Defi -
nitely. … Complied with requirements. 
Vocalized disapproval but complied with 
FBI requirements in offi  ce and reporting/
testing.”

The agent under scrutiny probably 
didn’t exercise the best judgment in going 
near the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, but he did 
not participate in the riot and he did not 
enter the building. Questions ask about 
this, and the agent voluntarily reported 

his participation right after the situation 
got out of hand.

The interrogation form also asks about 
attendance at the Virginia Citizens De-
fense League’s lobby day in Richmond. 
This annual event brings Virginia resi-
dents to the state Capitol to talk with 
lawmakers and demonstrate their support 
for the Second Amendment.

It’s a celebration of the American right 
to peacefully petition the government, 
but the FBI appears to believe such peti-
tioning is code for disobedient thoughts. 
Handwritten notes on the interview form 
state: “Gun nut. Went to all 2nd Amend-
ment gatherings. … No promotion of 
violence.”

For this wrongthink, the unnamed 
agent was suspended indefi nitely without 
pay. As reported by The Washington 
Times’ own Kerry Picket this week, an-
other FBI whistleblower, Marcus Allen, 
succeeded in having his security clear-
ance restored after he was found to have 
done nothing wrong.

Rather than do something about this 
pattern of misconduct among FBI leaders, 
House Republicans recently chipped in 
another $200 million into the pile of cash 
the law enforcement agency is amassing 
to escape the hideous J. Edgar Hoover 
Building here in Washington in favor of a 
palatial compound to be built on 61 acres 
in Greenbelt, Maryland.

The FBI settled on the sprawling loca-
tion after noting it met the specifi c criteria 
of “Promoting Sustainable Siting” and 
“Advancing Equity.” Fiscal responsibil-
ity wasn’t considered, as the expected 
fi nal cost of this temple of justice is now 
$4.5 billion with a completion date be-
yond 2036.

That gives the House time to realize its 
mistake and claw back the $845 million 
already allocated to the project. Unless 
the power of the purse is used to coerce 
FBI leaders to respect traditional bound-
aries, it will continue down this dark road 
of partisanship.

The FBI cleanup operation
Biden White House is giving the boot to G-men who vote Republican

Just what is going on with “Boomer-
ang” Jill Biden (“Hunter Biden’s 
family weathers a public and ex-
pansive airing in federal court of 
his drug addiction,” web, June 9)? 

Her costly trans-Atlantic fl ights 
to attend her stepson’s trial at the 
taxpayers’ sizable expense were 
not only outrageous, but a never-
before-witnessed, egregious ex-
ample of leftist elitist contempt 
for the American people. (Unless 
one considers those useless global 
trips by former fi rst lady Michelle 

Obama.)
Is U.S. government property to 

be used for Jill Biden’s convenient 
taxi purposes? According to this 
Biden outfi t, ostensibly it is. 

Of course, The New York Times 
opined that it was wholly neces-
sary for jet-setting Jill, as “fi erce 
protector” of a 54-year-old with 
the intellectual capacity of a fi fth 
grader, to be by his side during his 
trial. What a joke.

Usually the media endears itself 
to Jill Biden by calling her “Dr. Jill,” 

but are we, the American people, 
now to treat and bow down to her 
as Queen Jill?

Of course, these are the Bidens 
we’re talking about. What can you 
expect from a family of corrupt 
grifters but fl agrantly unethical, 
off ensive and nonsensical conduct? 
To them, sticking taxpayers with 
the bill for Jill’s trans-Atlantic trips 
is just par for the course.

EARL BEAL
Terre Haute, Indiana 

First lady should foot her own fl ight bill

The International Atomic Energy 
Association, which carries out rou-
tine inspections of Iran’s declared 
atomic facilities, recently reported 
that the country has enough uranium 
for several nuclear weapons, which 
could be produced in a matter of a 
few weeks. Iran purchased 300 tons 
of refi ned uranium from Niger.

Iran has enriched its uranium 
stockpile to 60%, and it can continue 

the enrichment process to the weap-
ons-grade level of 90%.

The IAEA believes Iran might 
have secret facilities producing en-
riched uranium for nuclear devices 
at undeclared locations where ura-
nium particles have been detected. 

If Iran produces nuclear weap-
ons, Middle East countries — includ-
ing Saudi Arabia and other Sunni 
countries — will probably rush to 

produce their own. Israel, which 
Iran calls the Little Satan (the U.S. 
is called the Great Satan), will not 
allow Iran to have nuclear weapons, 
and it will surely try to destroy them. 
The potential for a major war could 
be triggered by Iran’s production of 
nuclear weapons.

DONALD MOSKOWITZ
Londonderry, New Hampshire 

Nuclear Iran could mean major war

Israel deserves praise for its daring 
rescue last Saturday of four of its 
hostages who were brutally kidnapped 
by Hamas terrorists during the Oct. 7 
massacre (“Israel rescues 4 hostages 
kidnapped in Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack,” 
web, June 8). 

Hamas kidnapped the Israelis and 
chose to hide them among civilians 
in Gaza who either collaborated with 
the terrorists (such as the family of 
the Palestine Chronicle “journal-
ist” who was holding three of the 
hostages in his home) or were de-
liberately used by Hamas as human 
shields to deter Israeli rescue ef-
forts. Hamas caused the deaths of 
the Palestinian civilians it imperiled, 
as well as Israeli commando Arnon 

Zamora, who was killed during the 
rescue. 

One of the four rescued Israelis 
was 26-year-old Noa Argamani. On 
Oct. 7, she was torn from her boy-
friend at the Nova music festival by 
her Palestinian kidnappers, put on the 
back of a motorcycle and sent off  to 
Gaza while screaming “Don’t kill me!” 
Hamas refused to release her during a 
November 2023 cease-fi re in which all 
civilian women and children hostages 
were supposed to be freed. Time was 
of the essence, as her mother has termi-
nal brain cancer and hoped to see her 
daughter again before dying.

Even more critically, Hamas, which 
has dragged its feet on a new cease-fi re/
hostage release deal, is known to be 

raping female hostages in captivity, ac-
cording to both former Israeli hostages 
and the United Nations, and dozens 
of hostages have been killed in captiv-
ity. What was Israel to do — reward 
Hamas’ callousness toward its own 
people by abandoning a kidnapped 
Israeli daughter to an unimaginably 
horrifi c fate?

And lest one forget, if Hamas — 
whose genocidal charter calls for 
obliterating Israel and killing Jews ev-
erywhere — hadn’t invaded Israel and 
massacred and kidnapped Israelis to 
start the war, the death toll on both 
sides would be zero.

STEPHEN A. SILVER 
San Francisco

Hamas started this war
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By Stephen Moore

P
oliticians in Washing-
ton have very short 
memories, so they 
make the same mis-
takes repeatedly. 

Only 17 years ago, 
the “subprime” mort-
gage crisis torpedoed 

the economy and sent the fi nancial 
markets into the biggest tailspin since 
the Great Depression. Millions of 
Americans lost their jobs. One of 
the matches that lit that bonfi re was 
Freddie Mac with its cousin Fan-
nie Mae, which off ered generous 
taxpayer-guaranteed mortgage insur-
ance to risky borrowers on loans that 
featured a low down payment.

It all blew up in the faces of the 
taxpayers even though the Wash-
ington experts said that the chances 
of these mortgages going bust and 
taxpayers taking a loss was less than 
one in a thousand.

The biggest taxpayer bailouts 
didn’t go to the Wall Street banks and 
investment companies, but to Fannie 
and Freddie. 

Here we go again. The latest 
scheme by the Biden administration 
is to encourage families to borrow 
more money by using the equity 
in their homes as collateral. Home 
equity loans are often risky. If prices 
fall, home equity can become nega-
tive. There is nearly $18 trillion in 
home equity, and it’s one of the larg-
est sources of savings and ownership 
for American families.

Now, the Biden administration 
wants to encourage Americans to 
borrow even more at a time when 
credit card and car loan debt are at 
an all-time high. If the home falls in 
value, the family could slip underwa-
ter and default — just like during the 
subprime crisis.

As The Wall Street Journal points 
out, the other likely losers from this 
scam would be taxpayers. The evi-
dence is indisputable from 2008 that 
the mortgages that ended in default 
were low-down payment and low-
equity loans. 

Why in the world would President 
Biden want to go down this danger-
ous road again?

The obvious answer is that Mr. 

Biden wants to “stimulate” spending 
by putting more cash into the hands 
of consumers so they can rush to 
spend it before the election. They 
think this could be a plan that would 
provide extra cash to homeowners at 
a time when Americans need to be 
saving money and paying off  debt, 
not spending.

Bank of America believes this 
scam could result in $1.8 trillion in 
government-insured home equity 

loans, which is the homeowner 
equivalent of the student loan debt 
forgiveness program.

There’s another problem here. 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac were 
created to promote homeownership, 
not to juice government spending. A 
home equity loan achieves the oppo-
site by depleting a family’s owner-
ship stake in a home. In other words, 
we now have the Biden administra-
tion encouraging Americans to have 

less homeownership.
Talk about mission creep.
The obvious question is: How in 

the world is this in the interests of 
taxpayers or the country?

It isn’t.
Almost comically, the Biden ad-

ministration pledges that this won’t 
cost taxpayers a penny — uh-huh — 
just like Fannie and Freddie would 
never need a bailout. But oops. Then 
suddenly, they needed some $200 bil-
lion in 2008.

This is also happening at a time 
when Fannie and Freddie are now 
insuring multimillion-dollar homes. 
How many fi rst-time homebuyers 
start with a $1 million house? This is 
simply more debt overhang for tax-
payers and a giveaway to the housing 
industry.

Washington is awash in debt right 
now, and Mr. Biden thinks America 
needs more of it. There must be a 
cheaper way to buy an election.

Stephen Moore is a visiting senior fel-
low at The Heritage Foundation and 
a co-founder of the Committee to Un-
leash Prosperity.

Biden housing scheme could ignite another mortgage collapse
Home equity loans are often risky
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By Cal Th omas

The 1970s are remembered 
for many things: the end of 
the Vietnam War, Richard 
Nixon’s resignation from the 

presidency, American hostages held 
for 444 days by Iran, disco music 
(ugh).

In 1978, Pope John Paul II became 
the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church. In 1979, Jimmy Carter ac-
cused Americans of suff ering from 
a “malaise.” Margaret Thatcher was 
elected as Britain’s fi rst female prime 
minister. With two conservatives in 
power, the political trifecta was com-
pleted with the election of Ronald 
Reagan in 1980.

Those events make me hopeful 
that a second conservative coming 
may be about to happen. Once again, 
large parts of Europe are leading the 
way.

Using the preferred language 
of the left, Politico reported on the 
European Parliament elections, “Far 
Right Wins Big.” There were other 
news stories suggesting fascism may 
be about to return to the Continent.

Here’s how Politico styled the 
results: “As polls predicted, far-right 
forces made major gains across the 
bloc. In France, the National Rally 
raked in nearly a third 
of the votes, con-
solidating itself as the 
leading ultra-nation-
alist group in the next 
Parliament. Italian 
Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni’s Brothers of 
Italy similarly soared, 
with more than a quar-
ter of voters backing 
the group.”

Notice the word 
choices, including 
“ultra,” which Politico 
never defi nes.

Shouldn’t Euro-
peans be concerned 
in the same way as 
many Americans 
about open borders, 
high taxes, jobs taken 
by migrants, lawless-
ness, crime, infl ation, 
centralized govern-
ment in Brussels, 
Russia’s hunger for 
expansion, and a 
general despair about 
where their indi-
vidual countries and 
continent are headed? 
The European (and 
American) media 
continue to frame all 
things liberal as good 
— even when their 
policies fail — and 
conservative policies 
bad, even when their 
policies work.

While the center-
left remains in control 
of the 705 members 
of the European Parliament (“due to 
rise to 720 after the June 2024 Euro-
pean elections”), conservatives won 
a major psychological and political 
victory. French President Emmanuel 
Macron dissolved Parliament and 
called for new elections.

What amazes in Europe and the 
U.S. is that so many voters seem 
double-minded when it comes to 
policies that work and policies that 
don’t. I think it has something to 
do with voters who cast ballots 
based on feelings rather than on an 
understanding of economics, the 
importance of borders, a strong (but 
not fanatical) sense of nationalism, 
a strong military to guard against 

terrorism and totalitarian adventur-
ism, a shared moral value system 
that has proved itself over centuries, 
a love for their country instilled in 
primary school, and a herd men-
tality, including the vacuous “I’ve 
always voted this way.”

A debate and an election based 
strictly on issues and what has 
worked and what hasn’t is the way 

to build and sustain 
strong nations that 
contribute to their 
societies rather than a 
“take mentality” based 
on what you think you 
are entitled to.

House Speaker 
Mike Johnson is plan-
ning a major legislative 
agenda should former 
President Donald 
Trump win the elec-
tion and Republicans 
take control of the 
Senate and keep their 
House majority, or 
expand it. Predictions 
of a “red wave” didn’t 
materialize in the 2022 
midterms, so Republi-
cans should be humble 
while working harder 
this time.

The one unknown 
is Mr. Trump. He is the 
presumptive GOP presi-
dential nominee, but 
unlike Reagan in 1980, 
he has a considerable 
amount of baggage. So 
far, he has promised to 
fi nish and continue the 
job he began in his four 
years in offi  ce, including 
fi nishing the border wall 
and deporting migrants 
who broke our laws to 
get here, keeping taxes 
low (he promised hotel 
workers in Nevada he 
would end taxes on 
tips), building up the 
military (as Reagan did), 

and other things our system of checks 
and balances may or may not allow 
him to do.

Four decades ago, events in 
Europe were a foretaste of what 
was to come in the U.S. Many of 
the circumstances were the same 
then. We are about to fi nd out if 
conservatism, with its workable, 
commonsense policies, will return 
in November.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look for 
Cal Thomas’ latest book, “A Watch-
man in the Night: What I’ve Seen 
Over 50 Years Reporting on America” 
(HumanixBooks).

The 
second 
coming    
of the     

late ’70s?
Events in Europe may 

foreshadow what’s 
ahead for U.S.

A debate and an 
election based 

strictly on issues 
and what has 

worked and what 
hasn’t is the way to 
build and sustain 

strong nations 
that contribute 

to their societies 
rather than a “take 
mentality” based 
on what you think 

you are entitled to. 
House Speaker Mike 
Johnson is planning 
a major legislative 

agenda should 
former President 
Donald Trump win 
the election and 
Republicans take 

control of the Senate 
and keep their House 
majority, or expand 
it. Predictions of a 
“red wave” didn’t 
materialize in the 
2022 midterms, 
so Republicans 

should be humble 
while working 

harder this time.

By F. Vincent Vernuccio

W ould you board the Titanic — while it was 
sinking?

Dozens of labor unions are asking workers 
to do just that, but instead of a ship, they’re 

trying to fund their underwater pension funds. Remarkably, 
they don’t have to disclose their dire fi nancial straits to the 
nonunion workers they’re trying to organize, letting them 
pretend the Titanic hasn’t hit the iceberg even as it takes on 
water.

Workers deserve to know if they’re going to go down 
with the ship. Last month, Sen. Bill Cassidy introduced 
federal legislation to provide the necessary transparency. 
The Making All Fund Information Available Act — the 
MAFIA Act, for short — would force labor unions to 
tell nonunion workers if their pension plans are headed 
toward the ocean fl oor. This information is critical to 
ensuring that workers make informed decisions about 
unionization and protect their fi nancial futures.

Pension funds representing hundreds of thousands of 
unionized workers are in sorry shape. The federal gov-
ernment deems 25 plans as “critical and declining,” 29 as 
“critical” and 13 as “endangered.” There are many reasons 
so many plans are failing, not the least of which is declin-
ing union membership. There simply aren’t enough cur-
rent workers to cover the costs of retired union members.

Nor does it help that unions like the Teamsters use 
their pensions to support things like ESG (economic, so-
cial and governance) investing. They’re putting political 

objectives above the fi nancial interests of pension 
participants and retirees. That further threatens investor 
returns, putting added pressure on pension fund stabil-
ity. And when some pension plans fail, the government 
guarantees many unionized workers only up to $12,870 a 
year. That’s a far cry from what unions promise workers 
who agree to unionize — and even their nonunionized 
counterparts.

Unions know their pension plans are in serious trouble. 
The Teamsters have already begged the Biden administra-
tion for a $36 billion bailout. At least $127 million of that 

money went to 
about 3,500 dead 
recipients, which 
was returned only 
after Sen. Cassidy, 
Louisiana Repub-
lican, investigated 
the “wrongfully 
obtained funds.” 
Yet other union 
pension plans 
are still on the 
road to failure, 
and no amount of 
taxpayer money 
can paper over the 
underlying chal-
lenges they face.

Unionizing 
more workers will 
help pension plans 
survive longer. 
Yet unions have 
an unfair advan-
tage when they 
target new groups 
of workers. They 
can paint a rosy 
picture of a uto-
pian retirement 
without ever ac-
knowledging that 
their pension plan 
may be headed 
toward a night-
mare scenario. It’s 
the defi nition of 
deception, letting 
unions mislead 
workers instead 
of giving them the 
truth.

Workers 
deserve to know 
a union’s true 
motivations. If its 
fi nances are in 
jeopardy, a union 
shouldn’t be al-
lowed to neglect 
to mention it 
while claiming 
to look out for 
workers’ interests. 
The MAFIA Act 
would make the 
facts clear. When 
a union organizer 

sits across the table from a nonunion worker, they would 
have to disclose the state of their pension plan. If it’s a 
disaster, that will open the worker’s eyes, instead of letting 
the union blind them with promises that will never pay 
off .

Federal law already recognizes the importance 
of transparency. Unions are legally obligated to tell 
their members when their pensions are at risk. So why 
shouldn’t they be forced to tell the workers they want to 
unionize? If the people whose fi nancial future is already 
in jeopardy get to know, then the people who are being 
asked to sign up for the same fate should know, too.

The MAFIA Act would help workers know yet another 
risk of joining a union. More and more union pensions, 
like the Titanic, are sinking. The last thing workers need 
is for unions to trick them into climbing aboard.

F. Vincent Vernuccio is president of the Institute for the 
American Worker.

Warn workers before unions persuade 
them to board a sinking ship

Congress should pass the MAFIA Act
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celebrate the Juneteenth holiday. 
“The 81-year-old president’s 

gaze was fi xed on the stage as 
gospel singer Kirk Franklin per-
formed his song ‘Love Theory’ in 
front of the commander in chief, 
Vice President Kamala Harris, 
second gentleman Doug Emhoff  
and other dignitaries on the South 
Lawn — all of whom danced 
along as Biden stood still,” the 
New York Post reported.

But not the president. He stood 
completely still for nearly a min-
ute. He barely looked around, just 
stared straight ahead, a dim smile 
on his face. He didn’t appear to 
know exactly what was going on.

And again, that’s not that 
unusual. We’ll all go at diff er-
ent paces, some fast, some slow, 
some just as Mr. Biden is going. 
He’s lived a long life. He’s been 
in public service since 1973 — 51 
years! He took a seat in the Senate 
at just 30 years old. 

But Mr. Biden is going, and 
when it starts, it often goes fast. 
Monday’s event was just the latest 
example of how the president is 
fading mentally. 

The Wall Street Journal last 
week published a piece full of 
anecdotes from those who know 
Mr. Biden well. In one passage, 
the paper said that in a meeting 
with congressional leaders over a 
Ukraine funding deal, the presi-
dent spoke very softly, referred 
repeatedly to notes and “some-
times closed his eyes for so long 
that some in the room wondered 
whether he had tuned out.”

The reports have been com-
ing for years. In his report on Mr. 
Biden holding classifi ed docu-
ments, special counsel Robert 
Hur was almost sad when he 
wrote that the president is simply 
an “elderly man with a poor 
memory.”

But Election Day is less than 
fi ve months away. And this 
81-year-old man is running for 

reelection (don’t get me wrong — 
his opponent, who will be 78 on 
Friday, isn’t much better). 

Leave it to Joe Rogan to lay out 
the situation in plain language.

“There’s nothing there,” Mr. 
Rogan said of Mr. Biden in a 
recent podcast. “I don’t think 
there’s a question about this.”

“I think it’s elder abuse. I really 
do,” Mr. Rogan said. “If it was 
any other job, it would be elder 
abuse. If there was a guy running 
the corner grocery store and his 
family was making him run it, 
and he was that old and they had 
money, you’d be like, ‘Why are 
you making your dad work? Your 
dad’s out of it.’”

And there you have it. Being 
president is NOT like running the 
corner grocery store, but here we 
are.

Like my father, Mr. Biden has 
fl ashes of lucidity. Sometimes, 
he appears just fi ne. But other 
times, he seems lost, like when he 
moved to sit down at a D-Day cer-
emony last week in France only to 
have his wife stop him — leaving 
him mid-squat, hovering over his 
chair for several seconds.

It’s not lost on the American 
people. Recent polls show just 4 
in 10 are confi dent that Mr. Biden 
is mentally competent to be re-
elected, with only 1 in 3 believing 
he can fully comprehend national 
security briefi ngs.

Still, there might be another 
tactic afoot. Maybe in August, 
when the Democratic National 
Committee holds its nominating 
convention, the party will shock 
the world and pick someone 
else, with Mr. Biden’s blessing, of 
course.

But that’s not likely, as fi rst lady 
Jill Biden seems to be calling the 
shots. 

And that’s why, at this point, it all 
seems like elder abuse. 

Joseph Curl covered the White 
House and politics for a decade for 
The Washington Times. He can be 
reached at josephcurl@gmail.com 
and on X @josephcurl.
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By David Jonas and Patrick Rhoads

Winston Churchill once 
quipped that the United 
States and the United 
Kingdom are two great 
nations separated by 
a common language. 
How would he char-
acterize the Australia-

United Kingdom-United States alliance, known 
as AUKUS, today? Perhaps he would expand on 
the original quote and note that they are three great 
countries united by a common defense but sepa-
rated by uncommon spelling.

On Sept. 15, 2021, Australia surprised the world by 
announcing that it would acquire nuclear subma-
rines from the U.S. and the U.K. after canceling a 
signifi cant contract with France. Australia has a fl eet 
of six diesel-electric submarines that it had intended 
to replace with newer conventionally powered 
French submarines. Less than three weeks before the 
AUKUS announcement, the Australian government 
publicly renewed its support for the procurement of 
the French submarines.

The submarine community — the silent service 
— is arguably our military’s silver bullet. Nuclear 
propulsion technology remains one of our best-kept 
secrets, and few would have predicted that the U.S. 
would extend its submarine technology beyond the 
U.K., our greatest ally.

The American submarine program is charac-
terized by a history of innovation. Less than two 
decades after the splitting of the atom, the USS 
Nautilus broadcast “Underway on Nuclear Power” 
on Jan. 17, 1955. Few would have predicted that the 
cantankerous Hyman Rickover, who would later rise 
to the rank of four-star admiral, would overcome bla-
tant antisemitism at the Naval Academy to deliver 
one of the greatest contributions to American naval 
supremacy.

Australia’s purchase of American submarines 
was surprising for a number 
of reasons. Australia has 
not expressed interest in a 
nuclear economy despite 
being one of the leading 
suppliers of uranium to the 
global market. As a military 
matter, the purchase of the 
submarines represents an 
extraordinary investment 
since a nuclear submarine 
program requires a large 
industrial and technologi-
cal footprint. As a security 

matter, having nuclear submarines does not allow 
Australia to escape China’s fury, which includes 
nuclear weapons.

But in retrospect, the purchase makes sense. The 
day after the announcement, then-Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison said that this “is not a change of 
mind, it’s a change of need.” Two salient events 
caused the Aussies to confront the reality of a 
bellicose China. In 2020 and 2021, Australians had 
the temerity to ask where the COVID-19 virus 
originated and to demand that Australia’s internal 
communications capabilities exclude any Huawei 
components.

In obvious retaliation, China launched a cam-
paign of economic coercion and employed its famed 
“wolf warrior” tactics against Australia. Australia’s 
civilizational partners are literally an ocean away. 
Still, China is within what the Australians consider 
the bookends of their neighborhood, with China to 
the north and India to the west. In retrospect, the 
only answer for the Aussies was the acquisition of 
nuclear submarines, which enabled long-duration 
deployments with the necessary stealth to counter 
the Chinese navy. Some Australian Ministry of De-
fence members have lobbied for nuclear submarines 
since the 1990s.

For the United States, too, what had been a 
surprise now looks like an inevitability. Americans 
might consider Ukraine and Taiwan — with both 
being targeted by authoritarian regimes bent on 
revanchist claims, both of which are of strategic 
interest to the West.

The geographic diff erences, however, demon-
strate how radically diff erent the two cases are and 
why the AUKUS deal was inevitable. In Europe, we 
have forces that are already forward deployed and 
can defend allied territory at any time. By contrast, 
our ability to defend Taiwan, the gateway to contain-
ing a Chinese blue water navy, requires air and naval 
forces to project power over the vast expanse of 
the terribly misnamed Pacifi c Ocean. Such power 
projection may require days or weeks to surmount 
the tyranny of distance.

Put simply, we require more capability forward 
deployed in the western Pacifi c to meet the security 
threat. Royal Australian Navy nuclear submarines 
bring signifi cant military capabilities into the theater. 
Indeed, Australian sailors have already been trained 
in U.S. nuclear submarine schools. To them and 
their future mates, we welcome our newest nuclear 
submariners with the naval blessing “Fair Winds and 
Following Seas.”

David S. Jonas is a partner at Fluet in Tysons, Vir-
ginia. He is an adjunct professor at Georgetown 
and George Washington University law schools. 
Patrick Rhoads leads the nuclear research eff orts 
at the National Strategic Research Institute. These 
are the opinions of the authors and not necessarily 
those of any organization which they have been or 
are now affi  liated.
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By Andrew P. Napolitano

Can the president fi ght any war he 
wishes? Can Congress fund any war it 
chooses? Are there constitutional and 
legal requirements that must fi rst be 

met before war is waged? Can the United States 
legally attack an ally?

These questions should be front and center 
in a debate over U.S. involvement in Ukraine. 
Sadly, there has been no great national debate. The 
media are mouthing what the CIA is telling them, 
and only a few websites and 
podcasts — my own, “Judg-
ing Freedom” on YouTube, 
among them — are chal-
lenging the government’s 
reckless, immoral, illegal and 
unconstitutional war.

All power in the federal 
government comes from 
the Constitution and no 
other source. Congress, 
however, has managed to 
extend its reach beyond the 
confi nes of the Constitution 
domestically and in foreign 
aff airs by spending money 
in areas it cannot regulate 
and purchasing compliance 
from the states and foreign 
countries by bribery.

Examples of this domes-
tically are the numerical 
minimum blood alcohol 
content to trigger DWI ar-
rests and maximum speed 
limits. In both instances, 
Congress off ered money to 
the states to pave highways 
provided they lowered both 
numbers, and the cash-
strapped states accepted the 
money along with congres-
sional strings. These are 
bribes, of which the criminal 
consequences Congress has exempted itself.

The same takes place in foreign policy. Con-
gress cannot legally declare war on Russia since 
there is no militarily grounded reason for doing 
so. Russia poses no threat to American national 
security, people or property. Moreover, the U.S. has 
no treaty with Ukraine that triggers an American 
military defense. But Congress spends money on 
war nevertheless.

Under the Constitution, only Congress can de-
clare war on a nation or group. The last time it did 
so was to initiate American involvement in World 
War II. But Congress has given presidents limited 
authority and permitted them to fi ght undeclared 
wars. Examples of this are President George W. 
Bush’s disastrous and criminal invasions of Afghani-
stan and Iraq and the War Powers Resolution of 
1973.

Congress has not only not declared war on 
Russia; it has not authorized the use of American 
military forces against it. Yet it has given President 

Biden $175 billion and authorized him to spend it on 
military equipment for Ukraine however he sees fi t.

He has promised to continue giving Ukraine 
whatever it needs for “as long as it takes.” As long as 
it takes to do what? He cannot answer that question 
because he has no clear military objective. Eliminat-
ing Russian troops from Ukraine and Crimea or 
Russian President Vladimir Putin from offi  ce are 
not realistically attainable military goals.

Congress has authorized only weapons and cash 
to be sent to Ukraine, but Mr. Biden has also sent 

troops. U.S. involvement in Vietnam began the same 
way: no declaration of war, no authorization for the 
use of military force. A gradual buildup of American 
troops as advisers and instructors ensued, and then 
a congressionally supported war that saw half a mil-
lion American troops deployed, 10% of whom came 
home in body bags.

We don’t know how many American troops 
are in Ukraine, as they are out of uniform and their 
whereabouts a secret. We do know that they are 
involved in hostilities, since much of the hard-
ware that Mr. Biden has sent requires American 
know-how and security clearances to operate and 
maintain. And some of the weapons have American 
troops actually targeting Russian forces and pulling 
the trigger.

Are American soldiers killing Russian soldiers? 
Yes. None of it has been authorized by Congress, 
but Congress has paid for it with borrowed money.

Now, back to the Constitution. The War Powers 
Resolution, which requires presidential notifi cation 

to Congress of the use of American military force, 
is unconstitutional because it involves Congress 
giving away one of its core functions: declaring war. 
The Supreme Court has characterized delegating 
away core functions as violative of the separation 
of powers: Only Congress declares war; only the 
president wages war.

Nevertheless, Mr. Biden has not informed 
Congress of his intentions to use American troops 
violently. Yet he has used the Navy and the CIA 
to attack Germany — a war crime and a violation 

of the NATO treaty — and he 
has soldiers out of uniform in 
Ukraine so as to perpetuate the 
deception that boots are not on 
the ground.

Don’t be surprised if Mr. 
Biden secretly gives War Powers 
Act notice to the Gang of Eight. 
What’s that? The Gang of Eight 
is the Congress within the Con-
gress. It consists of the chairs and 
ranking members of the House 
and Senate intelligence com-
mittees and the Republican and 
Democratic leaders of the House 
and Senate with whom the presi-
dent legally shares secrets.

Just as Congress cannot 
delegate its war-making pow-
ers to the president, it cannot 
delegate them to the Gang 
of Eight. The Gang of Eight 
concept is antithetical to 
democratic values. Informing 
them of whatever violence 
the president is up to is done 
under an oath of secrecy. 
What kind of democracy op-
erates and kills in secret?

The various treaties to 
which the U.S. is a party 
limit its war-making to that 
of defensive, proportional 
and reasonable. So if a foreign 

power is about to strike — like on 9/11, while 
the government slept — the president can 
strike fi rst to protect the U.S. Beyond an im-
minent attack, the basis for war must be real, 
the adversary’s anti-U.S. military behavior must 
be grave, the objective of war must be clear and 
attainable, and the means must be proportion-
ate to the threat.

Has Russia threatened the U.S.? No. What 
grave acts has the Russian military committed 
against the U.S.? None. What is Mr. Biden’s 
objective? He won’t say.

Does Congress uphold the Constitution? 
Does the president? The answers are obvious. 
We have reposed the Constitution for safekeeping 
into the hands of those who ignore it. The conse-
quences are death, debt and the loss of personal 
liberty.

To learn more about Judge Andrew Napolitano, 
visit https://JudgeNap.com.

War and the Constitution
What is the U.S. doing in Ukraine?
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127,&(�2)�&203/$,17�%<�38%/,&$7,21

$ �&RPSODLQW �IRU �)RUIHLWXUH �KDV �EHHQ �ILOHG �LQ
&DVH �1R� �'����&9����������� �0RQWJRPHU\
&RXQW\� �0DU\ODQG �YV �8�6� �&XUUHQF\ �LQ �WKH
DPRXQW�RI ����������� �3DXO �9� �.LQJ�RQ�WKH���UG
GD\ �RI �0D\ ������ �LQ �WKH �'LVWULFW �&RXUW �RI
0DU\ODQG�IRU�0RQWJRPHU\�&RXQW\��7KH����������
ZDV�VHL]HG�RQ�RU �DERXW �0DUFK���� ������ �DW �RU
QHDU�����1RUWK�6XPPLW�$YHQXH��*DLWKHUVEXUJ�
0DU\ODQG� �7KH �REMHFW �RI �WKH �&RPSODLQW �LV �WR
REWDLQ�DQ�2UGHU�IURP�WKH�&RXUW�IRUIHLWLQJ�DOO�RI
WKH�ULJKW��WLWOH��DQG�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�VDLG�FXUUHQF\�
ERWK �OHJDO �DQG �HTXLWDEOH� �LQ �DQG �WR �WKH �VDLG
FXUUHQF\� �7KH �VDLG �FXUUHQF\ �LV �VXEMHFW �WR
IRUIHLWXUH�LQ�WKDW�LW�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\
WR�FRQWUDEDQG�FRQWUROOHG�GDQJHURXV�VXEVWDQFH�
FRQWUROOHG �SDUDSKHUQDOLD� �DQG �ZDV �RWKHUZLVH
XVHG �RU �LQWHQGHG �IRU �XVH �LQ �FRQQHFWLRQ �ZLWK
LOOHJDO�PDQXIDFWXUH��GLVWULEXWLRQ��GLVSHQVLQJ��RU
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�FRQWUROOHG�GDQJHURXV�VXEVWDQFH�
LQ �YLRODWLRQ �RI �&ULPLQDO �3URFHGXUH �$UWLFOH�
6HFWLRQ��������HW�VHT���RI�WKH�$QQRWDWHG�&RGH�RI
0DU\ODQG�

7KH �DERYH �SURSHUW\ �ZLOO �EH �IRUIHLWHG �LI �DQ
$QVZHU�LV�QRW�WLPHO\�ILOHG��$Q�$QVZHU�PD\�EH
ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �&OHUN �RI �WKH �'LVWULFW �&RXUW �RI
0DU\ODQG �IRU �0RQWJRPHU\ �&RXQW\ �ZLWKLQ ���
GD\V�RI�-XQH�����������WKH�ODVW�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GDWH
RI �WKLV �QRWLFH� �$GGLWLRQDO �LQIRUPDWLRQ�PD\�EH
REWDLQHG �IURP �+DOH\ �0� �5REHUWV� �$VVRFLDWH
&RXQW\�$WWRUQH\������0RQURH�6WUHHW��7KLUG�)ORRU�
5RFNY L O O H � �0' � ����� � � SKRQH �QXPEHU
��� � ��� � ���� �

,I �WKH �FXUUHQF\ �LV �QRW �QHHGHG �IRU �HYLGHQWLDU\
SXUSRVHV�LQ�D�MXGLFLDO�SURFHHGLQJ��WKH�RZQHU�RI
WKH�VHL]HG�FXUUHQF\�PD\�REWDLQ�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI
WKH �FXUUHQF\ �SHQGLQJ �IRUIHLWXUH �E\ �SRVWLQJ �D
ERQG �LQ �WKH �PDQQHU �SURYLGHG �LQ �6XEVHFWLRQ
�������RI�WKH�&ULPLQDO�3URFHGXUH�$UWLFOH�RI�WKH
$QQRWDWHG�&RGH�RI�0DU\ODQG�

0D\���������
-XQH�����������

$G������

7+(�6(('�38%/,&�&+$57(5�6&+22/

5(48(67�)25�352326$/6

1HZ�6HFXULW\�6\VWHP�+LJK�5HVROXWLRQ�,3�9LGHR
6XUYHLOODQFH�6\VWHP�7DNHRYHU�	�8SJUDGH

7KH�6(('�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�
LV�LQYLWLQJ�ILUPV�WR�VXEPLW�SURSRVDOV�IRU�WKH�UHPRYDO
DQG �UHSODFHPHQW �RI �1HZ �6HFXULW\ �6\VWHP�+LJK
5HVROXWLRQ�,3�9LGHR�6XUYHLOODQFH�6\VWHP�7DNHRYHU�	
8SJUDGH� �$GGLWLRQDO�VSHFLILFDWLRQV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH
5HTXHVW �IRU �3URSRVDO ��5)3� �PD\ �EH �REWDLQHG
EHWZHHQ �WKH �KRXUV �RI �����DP�����SP �IURP�

7LPP\�.LPEHU
&KLHI�RI�6WDII

7+(�6(('�38%/,&�&+$57(5�6&+22/�2)
:$6+,1*721��'�&�
�����&�6WUHHW��6(

:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������
WNLPEHU#GF�VHHGVFKRRO�RUJ�

��������������

7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�VXEPLWWLQJ�ELGV�LV�-XQH���WK������
DW������SP

$OO�ELGV�QRW�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DUHDV�DV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH
5)3�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�

-XQH��WK�WKUX�-XQH���������
$G������
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/DNHYLHZ�/RDQ�6HUYLFLQJ��//&
�����3ODLQWLII
������������������������YHUVXV��������������&DVH�1R�������&$%�������

(VWDWH�RI�$UWKXU�:��6WDQOH\�F�R
7LIIDQ\�3RLQWHU��3HUVRQDO�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH
�����'HIHQGDQW

7KHUH �LV �QRZ �SHQGLQJ �EHIRUH �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �D �FLYLO �DFWLRQ� �FDVH
QXPEHU������&$%��������VHHNLQJ�WR�DIIHFW�WLWOH
WR�WKH�SURSHUW\�QRZ�RU�IRUPHUO\�RZQHG�E\�WKH
'HIHQGDQW �(VWDWH �RI �$UWKXU �:� �6WDQOH\ �F�R
7LIIDQ\ �3RUWHU �DV �3HUVRQDO �5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�
ORFDWHG �DW ��� �+DOOH\ �3ODFH �6( �$SW �����
:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���������$�FRS\�RI�WKH�DFWLRQ�LV
DYDLODEOH �LQ �WKH �&OHUN
V �RIILFH �RI �WKH �&RXUW� �$
ZULWWHQ �DQVZHU� �LQFOXGLQJ �DQ\ �FODLPV �RU
GHIHQVHV� �PXVW �EH �ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �&LYLO �%UDQFK� ����
,QGLDQD�$YHQXH��1:��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���������RQ
RU�EHIRUH�WKH��QG�GD\�RI�$XJXVW������

-XQH��������������
$G������

/(*$/�127,&(

1RWLFH�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�=HQGDEOH�&DUGV��//&�ZLWK
D�EXVLQHVV�DGGUHVV�RI�����:HVW���WK�6WUHHW��6SDFHV
6XLWH������1HZ�<RUN��1<��������KDV�PDGH�DSSOLFDWLRQ
WR�HQJDJH�LQ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�RI�ORDQLQJ�PRQH\�IRU�WKH
OLFHQVH�\HDU�HQGLQJ�'HFHPEHU�����������DV�SURYLGHG
E\�WKH�$FW�RI�&RQJUHVV��DSSURYHG�)HEUXDU\����������
$Q\RQH�GHVLULQJ�WR�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�WKH�LVVXDQFH�RI
WKLV �O LFHQVH �VKRXOG �GR �VR �LQ �ZULWLQJ �WR �WKH
&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI �WKH �'HSDUWPHQW �RI �,QVXUDQFH�
6HFXULWLHV�DQG�%DQNLQJ�������)LUVW�6WUHHW��1(��6XLWH
���� �:DVKLQJWRQ� �'& ������� � LQ �WKH �PDQQHU
SUHVFULEHG �E\ �VDLG �$FW� �6HH �'& �&RGH �7LWOH ����
&KDSWHU �� �DQG ��� �'&05 ���

-XQH����������������������
$G������
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3XEOLF�+HDULQJ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�E\�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD��9LUJLQLD��KHOG�DW�&LW\�+DOO������.LQJ�6WUHHW�
&RXQFLO�&KDPEHU�DQG�RQ�=RRP�ZHELQDU�RQ�6DWXUGD\��-XQH����������DW������D�P���RU�DV�VRRQ�DV�PD\�EH�KHDUG�RQ�WKH
KHUHLQDIWHU�GHVFULEHG�LWHPV�









38%/,&�+($5,1*�RI�DQ�2UGLQDQFH�DXWKRUL]LQJ�WKH�,QWURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�)LYH�<HDU�/LFHQVH�$JUHHPHQW�ZLWK�=D\R�*URXS�//&
WR�SHUPLW�=D\R�*URXS�//&�pV�H[LVWLQJ�FRQGXLWV�DQG�ILEHU�RSWLF�FDEOHV�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULDpV�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�
RI�ZD\�DQG�WR�DOORZ�SODFHPHQW�RI�DGGLWLRQDO�FRQGXLWV�DQG�ILEHU�RSWLF�FDEOH�WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV��QRW�FDEOH
WHOHYLVLRQ�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD�









38%/,&�+($5,1*�DQG�&RQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�D�WKUHH�����PRQWK�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�OHDVH�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�-HIIUH\�/�
<DWHV��75�WR�XVH�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�SXEOLF�VLGHZDON�ULJKW�RI�ZD\�DGMDFHQW�WR������1��)D\HWWH�6WUHHW�IRU�RYHUIORZ�DFWLYLWLHV�IURP
<DWHV�&DU�:DVK�DQG�'HWDLOLQJ�ORFDWHG�DW������1��+HQU\�6WUHHW�









38%/,&�+($5,1*�RI�DQ�2UGLQDQFH�$XWKRUL]LQJ�DQG�(PSRZHULQJ�WKH�,VVXDQFH��6DOH�DQG�'HOLYHU\�RI�*HQHUDO�2EOLJDWLRQ
%RQGV�WR�)LQDQFH�&LW\�DQG�6FKRROV�&DSLWDO�3URMHFWV�DQG�WR�5HIXQG�&HUWDLQ�2XWVWDQGLQJ�%RQGV�RI�WKH�&LW\









38%/,&�+($5,1*�RI�DQ�2UGLQDQFH�WR�6ROLFLW�DQG�(YHQWXDOO\�*UDQW�D�1RQ�H[FOXVLYH�)UDQFKLVH�V��IRU�XVH�RI�WKH�SXEOLF
ULJKWV�RI�ZD\�E\�FRPSDQLHV�WR�GHVLJQ��LQVWDOO��SURYLGH��RSHUDWH��PDLQWDLQ��UHSDLU��FRQWURO��XSJUDGH��FRQVWUXFW�DQG
UHPRYH�D�ILEHU�QHWZRUN�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�SURYLGLQJ�7HOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV�6HUYLFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&LW\�









38%/,&�+($5,1*�RI�DQ�$SSURSULDWLRQ�2UGLQDQFH�WR�PDNH�DSSURSULDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�WKH�&LW\
RI�$OH[DQGULD��9LUJLQLD��IRU�WKH�)LVFDO�<HDU��)<�������









38%/,& �+($5,1* �RI �DQ �2UGLQDQFH �WR �DPHQG �DQG �UHRUGDLQ �6HFWLRQ ������� ��&,9,/ �9,2/$7,216� �RI �$UWLFOH �;,
�'(9(/230(17�$33529$/6�$1'�352&('85(6��RI�WKH�&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD�=RQLQJ�2UGLQDQFH��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH
WH[W�DPHQGPHQW�KHUHWRIRUH�DSSURYHG�E\�FLW\�FRXQFLO�DV�7H[W�$PHQGPHQW�1R��������������,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�2UGLQDQFH
IRU�7H[W�$PHQGPHQW�1R�������������DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FLYLO�YLRODWLRQV�WH[W�DPHQGPHQW�DSSURYHG�E\�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RQ
0D\���������









38%/,&�+($5,1*�RI�DQ�2UGLQDQFH�WR�DPHQG�DQG�UHRUGDLQ�6HFWLRQ���������/,0,7$7,21�21�180%(5�2)�'2*6�$1'�&$76
.(37�3(5�':(//,1*�81,7��&KDSWHU����$1,0$/6�$1'�)2:/��RI�7LWOH����75$163257$7,21�$1'�(19,5210(17$/
6(59,&(6���RI�WKH�&RGH�RI�WKH�&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD��9LUJLQLD��������DV�DPHQGHG�









38%/,&�+($5,1*�RI�DQ�2UGLQDQFH�WR�DPHQG�DQG�UHRUGDLQ�6HFWLRQ��������&RPSHQVDWLRQ�RI�0HPEHUV��RI�$UWLFOH�$
�*HQHUDO �3URYLVLRQV��RI �&KDSWHU����7KH�&LW\�&RXQFLO� �RI �7LWOH����*HQHUDO �*RYHUQPHQW��RI �WKH�&RGH�RI �WKH�&LW\�RI
$OH[DQGULD��9LUJLQLD������DV�DPHQGHG��WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�0D\RU�DQG�&LW\�&RXQFLO�0HPEHUV�HIIHFWLYH
-DQXDU\������









7+(�38%/,&�,6�$'9,6('�7+$7�$0(1'0(176�25�$'',7,216�0$<�%(�0$'(�72�352326('�25',1$1&(6�:,7+287
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5XQ�'DWH��-XQH���WK������

���$'������

Estate Fairfax Co.

,1�7+(�2)),&(�2)
7+(�&200,66,21(5�2)�$&&28176
)$,5)$;�&2817<�&,5&8,7�&2857

,1�5(��(VWDWH�RI�6KDURQ�0DULH�&RPEV�
),�������������

+($5,1*�127,&(

3XUVXDQW�WR�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�9LUJLQLD�&RGH��������
���� �QRWLFH �LV �KHUHE\ �JLYHQ �WKDW �WKH �XQGHUVLJQHG
&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI �$FFRXQWV �KDV �DSSRLQWHG�-XO\ ����
������DW������D�P���DW�KHU�RIILFH�DW�������(DWRQ�3ODFH�
6XLWH������)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD������
��DV�WKH�WLPH�DQG
SODFH �IRU �UHFHLYLQJ �SURRI �RI �GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW�WKH�HVWDWH�RI�6KDURQ�0DULH�&RPEV� � �DW�WKH
UHTXHVW�RI�3DXO�0LFKDHO�&RPEV�-U���([HFXWRU�IRU�VDLG
HVWDWH�

*LYHQ�XQGHU�P\�KDQG�DV�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�$FFRXQWV
RQ�-XQH���������

�V��$QQH�0��+HLVKPDQ
&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�$FFRXQWV

��WK�-XGLFLDO�&LUFXLW

��

3OHDVH�EH�DGYLVHG�WKDW�WKLV�KHDULQJ�LV�EHLQJ�KHOG
UHPRWHO\�RYHU�=RRP��,I�\RX�ZLVK�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKLV
KHDULQJ� �SOHDVH �VHQG �\RXU �HPDLO �DGGUHVV �WR
PDLO#FRDII[�FRP �WR �HQVXUH �\RX �ZLOO �UHFHLYH �WKH
UHPRWH�KHDULQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ� �<RX�VKRXOG�H[SHFW�WR
UHFHLYH�DQ�HPDLO�ZLWK�WKH�UHPRWH�KHDULQJ�LQYLWDWLRQ
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�RQH�ZHHN�EHIRUH�WKH�KHDULQJ�

5XQ�'DWH��-XQH���������
$'������

,1�7+(�2)),&(�2)�7+(
&200,66,21(5�2)
$&&28176

&,5&8,7�&2857�2)
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9,5*,1,$

,1�5(��(VWDWH�RI
3HJJ\�-DQLFH�0DVWHUVRQ�

'HFHDVHG
)LGXFLDU\�1R�
),�������������
+�(�$�5�,�1�*
1�2�7�,�&�(

� 3 X U V XDQ W � W R � W K H
SURYLVLRQV �RI �9LUJLQLD
&RGH��������������QRWLFH
LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH
X Q G H U V L J Q H G
& RPP L V V L R Q H U � R I
$ F F R X Q W V � K D V
DSSRLQWHG � -XQH ����
������DW������S�P��DW�KHU
RIILFH �DW ������ �(DWRQ
3 O D F H � � 6 X L W H � � � � �
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD�������
DV �WKH �WLPH �DQG �SODFH
IRU �UHFHLYLQJ �SURRI �RI
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �WKH �HVWDWH �RI
3 H J J \ � - D Q L F H
0DVWHUVRQ � � D W � WKH
U HTXH V W � R I � 5 RJH U
&R F N U H O O �
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�F�W�D��IRU
VDLG�HVWDWH�
�*LYHQ�XQGHU�P\�KDQG
DV �&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI
$FFRXQWV �RQ �-XQH ���
�����

�V��$QQH�0�
+HLVKPDQ

$QQH�0��+HLVKPDQ
&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�$FFRXQWV

��WK�-XGLFLDO�&LUFXLW

-XQH���������
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9,5*,1,$

,1�5(��(VWDWH�RI
$NLNR�6XVLH�0F/DUHQ�

'HFHDVHG
)LGXFLDU\�1R�
),�������������
+�(�$�5�,�1�*
1�2�7�,�&�(

� 3 X U V XDQ W � W R � W K H
SURYLVLRQV �RI �9LUJLQLD
&RGH��������������QRWLFH
LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH
X Q G H U V L J Q H G
& RPP L V V L R Q H U � R I
$ F F R X Q W V � K D V
DSSRLQWHG�-XO\����������
DW ����� �S�P� �DW �KHU
RIILFH �DW ������ �(DWRQ
3 O D F H � � 6 X L W H � � � � �
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD�������
DV �WKH �WLPH �DQG �SODFH
IRU �UHFHLYLQJ �SURRI �RI
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �WKH �HVWDWH �RI
$NLNR �6XVLH �0F/DUHQ�
D W � WKH � UHTXHV W � R I
-RQD WKDQ �' � �&R[ �
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�F�W�D��IRU
VDLG�HVWDWH�
�*LYHQ�XQGHU�P\�KDQG
DV �&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI
$FFRXQWV �RQ �-XQH ���
�����

�V��$QQH�0�
+HLVKPDQ

$QQH�0��+HLVKPDQ
&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�$FFRXQWV

��WK�-XGLFLDO�&LUFXLW

-XQH���������
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9,5*,1,$

,1�5(��(VWDWH�RI
(ULF�:KLWH�:LOGHU�
'HFHDVHG
)LGXFLDU\�1R�
),�������������
+�(�$�5�,�1�*
1�2�7�,�&�(

� 3 X U V XDQ W � W R � W K H
SURYLVLRQV �RI �9LUJLQLD
&RGH��������������QRWLFH
LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH
X Q G H U V L J Q H G
& RPP L V V L R Q H U � R I
$ F F R X Q W V � K D V
DSSRLQWHG�-XO\����������
DW ����� �S�P� �DW �KHU
RIILFH �DW ������ �(DWRQ
3 O D F H � � 6 X L W H � � � � �
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD�������
DV �WKH �WLPH �DQG �SODFH
IRU �UHFHLYLQJ �SURRI �RI
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �WKH �HVWDWH �RI
(ULF�:LWWH�:LOGHU��-U���DW
WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�-RQDWKDQ
%URQOH\�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU� �G�E�Q�
IRU �VDLG �HVWDWH�
�*LYHQ�XQGHU�P\�KDQG
DV �&RPPLVVLRQHU �RI
$FFRXQWV �RQ �-XQH ���
�����

�V��$QQH�0�
+HLVKPDQ

$QQH�0��+HLVKPDQ
&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�$FFRXQWV

��WK�-XGLFLDO�&LUFXLW

-XQH���������
$'������

Auctions: Maryland

21/,1(�$8&7,21
([WUD�6SDFH�6WRUDJH�ZLOO�KROG�D�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ
DW�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�LQGLFDWHG�
������)UHGHULFN�5RDG�*HUPDQWRZQ��0'������
-XQH���� ������DW ������DP
8QLWV��������������������������������7KH�DXFWLRQ
Z L O O � E H � O L V W H G � D Q G � D G Y H U W L V H G � R Q
ZZZ�VWRUDJHWUHDVXUHV�FRP��3XUFKDVHV�PXVW�EH
PDGH �ZLWK �FDVK �RQO\ �DQG �SDLG �DW �WKH �DERYH
UHIHUHQFHG �IDFLOLW\ �LQ �RUGHU �WR �FRPSOHWH �WKH
WUDQVDFWLRQ� �([WUD �6SDFH �6WRUDJH �PD\�UHIXVH
DQ\�ELG�DQG�PD\�UHVFLQG�DQ\�SXUFKDVH�XS�XQWLO
WKH �ZLQQLQJ �ELGGHU �WDNHV �SRVVHVVLRQ �RI �WKH
SHUVRQDO �SURSHUW\�

-XQH�����������������������������������$G������

3OHDVH�WDNH�QRWLFH
WKDW�XSRQ�H[SLUDWLRQ�RI

���GD\V�DIWHU
SXEOLFDWLRQ

RI�WKLV�QRWLFH�
WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG

LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZLOO�WUDQVIHU
RYHU�WR

6WHYHQ�:��7RP
$IILDQW

RI�WKH�(VWDWH�RI
-LUR�7DQDEH
ZKR�GLHG
0D\���������

DQG�ZKR�ZDV�DW�WKH
WLPH�RI�GHDWK
GRPLFLOHG�LQ
+RQROXOX��+,

FHUWDLQ�IXQGV�ZKLFK
DUH�KHOG�E\�WKH
XQGHUVLJQHG�IRU
-LUR�7DQDEH

0D\������������
-XQH�����������
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6XSHULRU�&RXUW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD

',675,&7�2)�&2/80%,$�&28576
326,7,21�9$&$1&<�$11281&(0(17

7ZR �DGGLWLRQDO �YDFDQFLHV �LQ �WKH �2IILFH �RI �WKH
0DJLVWUDWH �-XGJHV �LQ �WKH �6XSHULRU �&RXUW �RI �WKH
'LVWULFW �RI �&ROXPELD �DUH �DQWLFLSDWHG� �7KH �QHZ
0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJHV�ZLOO�EH�DSSRLQWHG�WR�VHUYH�IRXU�
\HDU�WHUPV�LQ�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD��2QH�RI�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�DSSOLFDQWV�ZLOO�EH
DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�)DPLO\�&RXUW�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�WR�WKH
&ULPLQDO�'LYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�EDVHG�RQ�WKH
DQWLFLSDWHG �QHHGV �RI �WKH �FRXUW �DW �WKH �WLPH �WKH
SRVLWLRQV�DUH�ILOOHG��,I�DQ�DSSOLFDQW�LV�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH
)DPLO\�&RXUW��WKH�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�LQFOXGH
WKH�IROORZLQJ��FRQGXFW�KHDULQJV��PDNH�ILQGLQJV�DQG
HQWHU �LQWHULP �DQG �ILQDO �RUGHUV �RU �MXGJPHQWV �LQ
XQFRQWHVWHG�RU�FRQWHVWHG�SURFHHGLQJV�ZLWKLQ�WKH
MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�&RXUW�DQG�WKH�'RPHVWLF
9LROHQFH�8QLW�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW��H[FOXGLQJ�MXU\
WULDOV�DQG�WULDOV�RI�IHORQ\�FDVHV��,I �DQ�DSSOLFDQW�LV
DVVLJQHG�WR�RWKHU�'LYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�
WKH�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
FRQGXFWLQJ �SUHOLPLQDU\ �SURFHHGLQJV �LQ �FULPLQDO
FDVHV ��H�J�� �ERQG �KHDULQJV� �LQLWLDO �SUREDWLRQ
UHYRFDWLRQ�KHDULQJV��DQG�SUHOLPLQDU\�KHDULQJV��DQG
SUHVLGLQJ �RYHU �FHUWDLQ �FLYLO �QRQ�MXU\ �WULDOV� �7KH
FXUUHQW �VDODU\ �IRU �WKLV �SRVLWLRQ �LV ��������� �SHU
DQQXP�

7R�EH�TXDOLILHG�IRU�DSSRLQWPHQW��DQ�DSSOLFDQW�PXVW�

�����EH�D�FLWL]HQ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

�����EH�DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH
XQLILHG�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�%DU�

�����IRU�ILYH�����\HDUV�LPPHGLDWHO\�SUHFHGLQJ
DSSRLQWPHQW��KDYH�EHHQ�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�DFWLYH
SUDFWLFH�RI�ODZ�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD��RU
RQ�WKH�IDFXOW\�RI�D�ODZ�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD��RU�HPSOR\HG�DV�D�ODZ\HU�E\�WKH
'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�RU�8QLWHG�6WDWHV
*RYHUQPHQW��RU�DQ\�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKH
IRUHJRLQJ��DQG�IRU�DSSOLFDQWV�WR�WKH�)DPLO\
&RXUW��DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�����\HDUV�RI�WUDLQLQJ�RU
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�IDPLO\�ODZ�DV�D
ODZ\HU�RU�MXGLFLDO�RIILFHU�

�����EH�D�ERQD�ILGH�UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD�DQG�KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG�DQ�DFWXDO�SODFH�RI
DERGH�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�IRU�DW�OHDVW�QLQHW\������GD\V
LPPHGLDWHO\�SULRU�WR�DSSRLQWPHQW�DQG�UHWDLQ�VXFK
UHVLGHQF\�GXULQJ�VHUYLFH�DV�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH��'�&�
&RGH������������F�����

25��,1�7+(�$/7(51$7,9(��)25�)$0,/<�&2857
$33/,&$176�

EH�D�ERQD�ILGH�UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�DUHDV�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI
0RQWJRPHU\�DQG�3ULQFH�*HRUJHpV�&RXQWLHV�LQ
0DU\ODQG��$UOLQJWRQ�DQG�)DLUID[�&RXQWLHV��DQG�WKH
&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD�LQ�9LUJLQLD��KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG�DQ
DFWXDO�SODFH�RI�DERGH�LQ�VXFK�DUHD��RU�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD�IRU�DW�OHDVW�ILYH�����\HDUV�SULRU�WR
DSSRLQWPHQW��DQG�FHUWLI\�WKDW�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZLOO
EHFRPH�D�ERQD�ILGH�UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI
&ROXPELD�QRW�ODWHU�WKDQ�QLQHW\������GD\V�DIWHU
DSSRLQWPHQW��'�&��&RGH����������$��E�����$��%��

�����EH�FRPSHWHQW�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�RIILFH
DQG�EH�RI�JRRG�PRUDO�FKDUDFWHU��DQG

�����PDNH�IRUPDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRXUW�IRU�WKH
SRVLWLRQ�

$Q �$GYLVRU\ �0HULW �6HOHFWLRQ �3DQHO ��q3DQHOr�
FRPSRVHG �RI �ODZ\HUV �DQG �RWKHU �PHPEHUV �RI �WKH
FRPPXQLW\ �KDV�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�&RXUW �WR
DVVLVW �WKH �%RDUG �RI �-XGJHV �LQ �LGHQWLI\LQJ �DQG
UHFRPPHQGLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZKR�DUH�EHVW�TXDOLILHG�WR�ILOO
WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH��7KH�&RPPLWWHH�RQ
WKH �6HOHFWLRQ �DQG �7HQXUH �RI �0DJLVWUDWH �-XGJHV
�q&RPPLWWHHr�� �FRPSULVHG�RI�$VVRFLDWH�-XGJHV�RI
WKH�6XSHULRU �&RXUW� �ZLOO �DOVR�UHFRPPHQG�SHUVRQV
ZKR �DUH �EHVW �TXDOLILHG �WR �VHUYH �DV �D �0DJLVWUDWH
-XGJH� �7KH�&KLHI�-XGJH�VKDOO �FRQVLGHU�DOO �SHUVRQV
UHFRPPHQGHG�E\�WKH�3DQHO�DQG�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�DQG
PD\�FRQVLGHU�RWKHU�TXDOLILHG�DSSOLFDQWV��$IWHU�WKH
FORVLQJ �GDWH �IRU �VXEPLWWLQJ �DSSOLFDWLRQV �DQG
FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�EDFNJURXQG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��WKH�&KLHI
-XGJH�VKDOO �QRPLQDWH�DQG� �ZLWK�WKH�DSSURYDO �RI �D
PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�VLWWLQJ�MXGJHV�RI�WKH�&RXUW��DSSRLQW�D
QHZ�0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJH�

$33/,&$7,21� �$SSOLFDWLRQ �IRUPV�IRU �WKH �SRVLWLRQ
PD\�EH�REWDLQHG�RQOLQH�RQ�WKH�'�&��&RXUWV�+XPDQ
5HVRXUFHV�'LYLVLRQ�ZHEVLWH��7KH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�PXVW�EH
DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�WKH�DSSOLFDQWpV�UHVXPH��D�VLJQHG
DQG �QRWDU L]HG �q$XWKRU L]DW LRQ � WR �5H OHDVH
,QIRUPDWLRQ� �DQG �D �WD[ �IRUP ������� �7KH �HQWLUH
DSSOLFDWLRQ�SDFNDJH��WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRUP��WKH�WD[
IRUP��������WKH�5HVXPH��DQG�WKH�$XWKRUL]DWLRQ�WR
5HOHDVH � ,QIRUPDW LRQ� �PXVW �EH �VXEPLW WHG
HOHFWURQLFDOO\ �RQ�RU �EHIRUH �WKH �FORVH �RI �EXVLQHVV
RQ �-XO\ ��WK� ������ �WR �-XGJH �0LFKDHO �2p.HHIH�
&KDLU� �&RPPLWWHH�RQ�WKH�6HOHFWLRQ�DQG�7HQXUH�RI
0DJLVWUDWH�-XGJHV�#�0DJLVWUDWH-XGJH&RPPLWWHH#
GFVF�JRY� �(DFK �RI �WKH �DERYH �IRUPV �VKRXOG �EH
VFDQQHG�DV�VHSDUDWH�GRFXPHQWV��,I�DQ�DSSOLFDQW�KDV
VXEPLWWHG�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SDVW����PRQWKV�
WKHUH �LV �QR �QHHG �WR �UHDSSO\� �3OHDVH �FRQWDFW
0DJLVWUDWH-XGJH&RPPLWWHH#GFVF�JRY�DQG�LQGLFDWH
LQ�ZULWLQJ�WKDW�\RX�ZLVK�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�WKHVH
SRVLWLRQV�

7KH �&RPPLWWHH �GRHV �QRW �UHTXLUH �OHWWHUV �RI
UHFRPPHQGDW LRQ � � O H W WH UV �R I � VXSSRU W � � R U
HQGRUVHPHQWV� �EXW�ZLOO �DFFHSW�WKHP��6XFK�OHWWHUV
PXVW �EH �UHFHLYHG �E\ �WKH �&RPPLWWHH �YLD �HPDLO �WR
0DJLV W UD WH -XGJH&RPPL W WHH#GFVF �JRY �E\
-X O\ � �� � � ���� �

,W �LV �WKH �SROLF\ �DQG �SUDFWLFH �RI �WKH �'LVWULFW �RI
&ROXPELD �&RXUWV �WR �KLUH �DQG�SURPRWH �HPSOR\HHV
EDVHG�XSRQ�TXDOLILFDWLRQV�DQG�PHULW�RQO\��ZLWKRXW
UHJDUG�WR�UDFH��FRORU��UHOLJLRQ��VH[��DJH��GLVDELOLWLHV�
QDWLRQDO�RULJLQ��PDULWDO�VWDWXV��SHUVRQDO�DSSHDUDQFH�
VH[XDO �RULHQWDWLRQ� � IDPLO\ �UHVSRQVLEL O L W LHV�
PDWULFXODWLRQ��SROLWLFDO�DIILOLDWLRQ��VRXUFH�RI�LQFRPH�
RU�SODFH�RI�UHVLGHQFH�RU�EXVLQHVV�

-XQH������������
$G������

7+(�6(('�38%/,&�&+$57(5�6&+22/

5(48(67�)25�352326$/6

$VSKDOW�3DYHPHQW

7KH�6(('�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�
LV �LQYLWLQJ �ILUPV �WR �VXEPLW �SURSRVDOV �IRU �WKH
$VSKDOW �3DYHPHQW � �$GGLWLRQDO �VSHFLILFDWLRQV
RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH�5HTXHVW�IRU�3URSRVDO��5)3��PD\�EH
REWDLQHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KRXUV�RI�����DP�����SP�IURP�

7LPP\�.LPEHU
&KLHI�2I�6WDII

7+(�6(('�38%/,&�&+$57(5�6&+22/�2)
:$6+,1*721��'�&�
�����&�6WUHHW��6(

:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������
WNLPEHU#GF�VHHGVFKRRO�RUJ�

������������

7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�VXEPLWWLQJ�ELGV�LV�-XQH����������DW
�����SP

$OO�ELGV�QRW�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DUHDV�DV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH
5)3�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG
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&HOHVWLQH�/��3RSH
1DPH�RI�'HFHGHQW

-HUU\�/��+XQWHU��(VT�
�������WK�6WUHHW��1:
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&
����������
������������

1DPH�DQG�$GGUHVV�RI
$WWRUQH\

1RWLFH�RI
$SSRLQWPHQW��1RWLFH
WR�&UHGLWRUV�DQG
1RWLFH�WR�8QNQRZQ

+HLUV

5KRQGD �*RUH� �ZKRVH
DGG UH V V � L V � � � � ��
-DPHV�-R\FH�&W��:KLWH
3ODLQV� �0'�������ZDV
DSSRLQWHG �3HUVRQDO
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH
HVWDWH �RI �&HOHVWLQH �/�
3RSH �ZKR �GLHG �RQ
)HEUXDU\����������ZLWK
D �:LOO �DQG �ZLOO �VHUYH
Z L W K R X W � & R X U W
V X S H U Y L V L R Q � � $ O O
XQNQRZQ �KHLUV �DQG
K H L U V � Z K R V H
ZKH U H D ERX W V � D U H
XQNQRZQ �VKDOO �HQWHU
WKHLU �DSSHDUDQFH �LQ
W K L V � S U R F H H G L Q J �
2EMHFWLRQV �WR �VXFK
DSSRLQWPHQW��RU�WR�WKH
SUREDWH�RI�GHFHGHQW
V
:LOO��VKDOO�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK
WKH �5HJLVWHU �RI �:LOOV�
'�&�� �%XLOGLQJ �$� ����
�WK �6WUHHW� �1�:�� ��UG
)ORRU��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&
������ �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
'HFHPEHU �� � ������
&ODLPV �DJDLQVW �WKH
GHFHGHQW �VKDO O �EH
S UHVHQ WHG � W R � W KH
XQGHUVLJQHG �ZLWK �D
FRS\�WR�WKH�5HJLVWHU�RI
:LOOV�RU�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV�ZLWK
D � F R S \ � W R � W K H
XQGHUVLJQHG� �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �'HFHPEHU ���
����� �RU �EH �IRUHYHU
E D U U H G � � 3 H U V R Q V
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�KHLUV�RU
O H J D W H H V � R I � W K H
GHFHGHQW �ZKR �GR �QRW
UHFHLYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKLV
QRWLFH �E\ �PDLO �ZLWKLQ
� � � G D \ V � R I � L W V
SXEOLFDWLRQ �VKDOO �VR
LQIRUP �WKH �5HJLVWHU
RI �:LO OV � � LQFOXGLQJ
QDPH� �DGGUHVV �DQG
UHODWLRQVKLS�

'DWH�RI�ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ�
-XQH��������

1DPH�RI�QHZVSDSHU
DQG�RU�SHULRGLFDO�
7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV
'DLO\�:DVKLQJWRQ�/DZ
-RXUQDO
MKXQWHU#UNKSODZILUP�FRP

�V��5KRQGD�*RUH
3HUVRQDO

5HSUHVHQWDWLYH
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5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV
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0DU\�0��0F&XH�$.$
0DU\�0DGHOLQH�0F&XH
1DPH�RI�'HFHGHQW

1RWLFH�RI
$SSRLQWPHQW��1RWLFH
WR�&UHGLWRUV�DQG
1RWLFH�WR�8QNQRZQ

+HLUV

1 R U D � 0 F & X H
&RQQDXJKWRQ� �ZKRVH
D G G U H V V � L V � � � � &
0DUE OHKHDG � /DQH �
0RQURH��0LGGOHVH[��1-
����� �ZDV �DSSRLQWHG
3 H U V R Q D O
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH
HVWDWH �RI �0DU\ �0�
0F&XH �$.$ �0DU\
0DGHOLQH�0F&XH�ZKR
GLHG�RQ�'HFHPEHU����
���� �ZLWK �D �:LOO �DQG
ZLO O �VHUYH �ZLWKRXW
&RXUW�VXSHUYLVLRQ� �$OO
XQNQRZQ �KHLUV �DQG
K H L U V � Z K R V H
ZKH U H D ERX W V � D U H
XQNQRZQ �VKDOO �HQWHU
WKHLU �DSSHDUDQFH �LQ
W K L V � S U R F H H G L Q J �
2EMHFWLRQV �WR �VXFK
DSSRLQWPHQW��RU�WR�WKH
SUREDWH�RI�GHFHGHQW
V
:LOO��VKDOO�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK
WKH �5HJLVWHU �RI �:LOOV�
'�&�� �%XLOGLQJ �$� ����
�WK �6WUHHW� �1�:�� ��UG
)ORRU��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&
������ �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
'HFHPEHU �� � ������
&ODLPV �DJDLQVW �WKH
GHFHGHQW �VKDO O �EH
S UHVHQ WHG � W R � W KH
XQGHUVLJQHG �ZLWK �D
FRS\�WR�WKH�5HJLVWHU�RI
:LOOV�RU�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV�ZLWK
D � F R S \ � W R � W K H
XQGHUVLJQHG� �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �'HFHPEHU ���
���� �RU �EH �IRUHYHU
E D U U H G � � 3 H U V R Q V
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�KHLUV�RU
O H J D W H H V � R I � W K H
GHFHGHQW �ZKR �GR �QRW
UHFHLYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKLV
QRWLFH �E\ �PDLO �ZLWKLQ
� � � G D \ V � R I � L W V
SXEOLFDWLRQ �VKDOO �VR
LQIRUP �WKH �5HJLVWHU
RI �:LO OV � � LQFOXGLQJ
QDPH� �DGGUHVV �DQG
UHODWLRQVKLS�

'DWH�RI�ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ
-XQH��������

1DPH�RI�QHZVSDSHU
DQG�RU�SHULRGLFDO�
7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV
'DLO\�:DVKLQJWRQ�/DZ
5HSRUWHU

�V��1RUD�0F&XH
&RQQDXJKWRQ

3HUVRQDO
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH
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�V��1LFROH�6WHYHQV
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV
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WKH�&RXUW�DQG�H[SUHVVO\�DJUHHV�WR�DFFHSW�VHUYLFH�RI
DQ\�VXFK�SDSHU�RU�2UGHU�E\�FHUWLILHG�PDLO�DQG�UHJXODU
PDLO�VHQW�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU
DQG�DV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH�GRFXPHQWV�H[HFXWHG�E\�WKH
SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�VDOH��6HUYLFH�VKDOO �EH
GHHPHG�HIIHFWLYH�XSRQ�WKH�SXUFKDVHU���GD\V�DIWHU
SRVWPDUNHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�3RVW�2IILFH� �,W �LV
H[SUHVVO\ �DJUHHG �E\ �WKH �SXUFKDVHU �WKDW �DFWXDO
UHFHLSW �RI �WKH �FHUWLILHG �PDLO �LV �QRW �UHTXLUHG �IRU
VHUYLFH�WR�EH�HIIHFWLYH��,I�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�IDLOV�WR�JR�WR
VHWWOHPHQW �WKH �GHSRVLW �VKDOO �EH �IRUIHLWHG �WR �WKH
7UXVWHHV �DQG �DOO �H[SHQVHV �RI �WKLV �VDOH ��LQFOXGLQJ
DWWRUQH\�IHHV�DQG�IXOO�FRPPLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURVV�VDOHV
SULFH�RI�WKH�VDOH��VKDOO�EH�FKDUJHG�DJDLQVW�DQG�SDLG
IURP�WKH�IRUIHLWHG�GHSRVLW��,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�UHVDOH��WKH
GHIDXOWLQJ �SXUFKDVHU �VKDOO �QRW �EH �HQWLWOHG �WR �DQ\
VXUSOXV�SURFHHGV�RU�SURILWV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�DQ\�UHVDOH
RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �UHJDUGOHVV �RI �DQ\ �LPSURYHPHQWV
PDGH�WR�WKH�UHDO�SURSHUW\��,QWHUHVW�LV�WR�EH�SDLG�RQ
WKH�XQSDLG�SXUFKDVH�PRQH\�DW�WKH�UDWH�RI�������SHU
DQQXP�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�WR�WKH�GDWH�WKH�IXQGV�DUH
UHFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�RIILFH�RI�WKH�7UXVWHHV��,Q�WKH�HYHQW
WKDW �WKH �VHWWOHPHQW �LV �GHOD\HG �IRU �$1< �5($621
:+$762(9(5� �WKHUH �VKDOO �EH �QR �DEDWHPHQW �RI
LQWHUHVW��7D[HV��ZDWHU�UHQW��FRQGRPLQLXP�IHHV�DQG�RU
KRPHRZQHU �DVVRF LD W L RQ �GXHV � � D O O � SXE O L F
FKDUJHV�DVVHVVPHQWV�SD\DEOH�RQ�DQ�DQQXDO�EDVLV�
LQFOXGLQJ �VDQLWDU\ �DQG�RU �PHWURSROLWDQ �GLVWULFW
FKDUJHV��LI�DSSOLFDEOH��WR�EH�DGMXVWHG�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW
\HDU�WR�GDWH�RI�VDOH�DQG�DVVXPHG�WKHUHDIWHU�E\�WKH
SXUFKDVHU� �3XUFKDVHU �VKDOO �EH�UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �WKH
FRVWV�RI�DOO�WUDQVIHU�WD[HV��GRFXPHQWDU\�VWDPSV�DQG
DOO�RWKHU�FRVWV�LQFLGHQW�WR�VHWWOHPHQW��3XUFKDVHU�VKDOO
EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �SK\VLFDO �SRVVHVVLRQ �RI �WKH
SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�DVVXPHV�WKH�ULVN�RI�ORVV�IURP
WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�IRUZDUG��7KH�VDOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW
VDOH �DXGLW �E\ �WKH �0RUWJDJH �KROGHU �WR �GHWHUPLQH
ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU�ILOHG�EDQNUXSWF\��HQWHUHG�LQWR
DQ\�UHSD\PHQW�IRUEHDUDQFH�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG
RU�SDLG�RII�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH
3XUFKDVHU �DJUHHV �WKDW �XSRQ �QRWLILFDWLRQ �E\ �WKH
7UXVWHHV�RI�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH�VDOH�LV�QXOO�DQG�YRLG�DQG�RI
QR �OHJDO �HIIHFW �DQG �WKH �GHSRVLW �UHWXUQHG �ZLWKRXW
LQWHUHVW�
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LQ�LWV�LQGLYLGXDO�FDSDFLW\��EXW�VROHO\�DV�7UXVWHH�RI
/650)�0+�0DVWHU�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�7UXVW�,,�Y��/DWDQLD
0� �$NHUV� �WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG�7UXVWHHV�ZLOO �VHOO �DW
SXEOLF �DXFWLRQ �DW �WKH �DXFWLRQHHU
V �JDOOHU\ �RI
7LGHZDWHU �$XFWLRQV�//&� �&KHY\�&KDVH�3DYLOLRQ�
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'HHG�RI�7UXVW�IURP�/DWDQLD�0��$NHUV��GDWHG�$SULO
���������UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�2IILFH�RI�WKH�5HFRUGHU�RI
'HHGV�IRU�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�DW�,QVWUXPHQW
1XPEHU ����������� �RQ �0D\ ��� ������ �ZLWK �DQ
RULJLQDO�SULQFLSDO�EDODQFH�RI��������������DQG�DQ
RULJLQDO �LQWHUHVW �UDWH �RI ���� �GHIDXOW �KDYLQJ
RFFXUUHG �XQGHU �WKH �WHUPV �WKHUHRI�

7KH�SURSHUW\�ZLOO�EH�VROG�E\�7UXVWHH
V�'HHG�qDV�LVr
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�FRYHQDQW��H[SUHVVHG�RU�LPSOLHG��LQ�IHH
VLPSOH �VXEMHFW �WR �FRQGLWLRQV� �UHVWULFWLRQV�
HDVHPHQWV� �DQG�DOO �RWKHU�UHFRUGHG�LQVWUXPHQWV
VXSHULRU�WR�WKH�'HHG�RI�7UXVW�UHIHUHQFHG�DERYH�
DQG�VXEMHFW�WR�UDWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�&RXUW�
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$�GHSRVLW�RI�WKH�OHVVHU�RI������������RU�WHQ�SHUFHQW
������RI�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�ELG�DPRXQW�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��LQ�FDVK��FHUWLILHG�FKHFN��RU�RWKHU
IRUP �DV �7UXVWHHV �PD\ �GHWHUPLQH� �7KH �GHSRVLW
UHTXLUHG�WR�ELG�DW�WKH�DXFWLRQ�LV�ZDLYHG�IRU�WKH
1RWHKROGHU�DQG�DQ\�RI�LWV�VXFFHVVRUV�RU�DVVLJQV�
7KH�1RWHKROGHU�PD\�ELG�XS�WR�WKH�DPRXQW�RZHG
RQ�WKH�1RWH�SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�DQG�H[SHQVHV�RI�VDOH�RQ
FUHGLW�DQG�PD\�VXEPLW�D�ZULWWHQ�ELG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHH
ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�DQQRXQFHG�DW�VDOH��7KH�%DODQFH�RI
WKH�SXUFKDVH�SULFH�WR�EH�SDLG�LQ�FDVK�ZLWKLQ���
GD\V�RI�ILQDO�UDWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDOH�E\�WKH�&RXUW�
$W �WKH �7UXVWHHVp �GLVFUHWLRQ� �WKH �IRUHFORVXUH
SXUFKDVHU��LI�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ�RU�//&��PXVW�SURGXFH
HYLGHQFH��SULRU�WR�ELGGLQJ��RI�WKH�OHJDO�IRUPDWLRQ
RI�VXFK�HQWLW\�

7,0(�,6 �2) �7+( �(66(1&(� �,I �SXUFKDVHU �IDLOV �WR
VHWWOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�VL[W\������GD\V�RI�WKH
UDWLILFDWLRQ� �WKH �SXUFKDVHU �DJUHHV �WR �SD\ �WKH
7UXVWHHV
�UHDVRQDEOH�DWWRUQH\�IHHV�DV�RUGHUHG�E\
WKH�&RXUW��SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�LQFXUUHG��LI�WKH�7UXVWHHV
KDYH�ILOHG�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�PRWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&RXUW
WR�UHVHOO�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�ZDLYHV�SHUVRQDO
VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �SDSHU �ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �&RXUW �LQ
FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�VXFK�PRWLRQ�DQG�DQ\�6KRZ�&DXVH
2UGHU�LVVXHG�E\�WKH�&RXUW�DQG�H[SUHVVO\�DJUHHV�WR
DFFHSW �VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �VXFK �SDSHU �RU �2UGHU �E\
FHUWLILHG�PDLO�DQG�UHJXODU�PDLO�VHQW�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV
SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DQG�DV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH
GRFXPHQWV�H[HFXWHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�WLPH
RI �WKH �VDOH� �6HUYLFH �VKDOO �EH �GHHPHG �HIIHFWLYH
XSRQ�WKH�SXUFKDVHU���GD\V�DIWHU�SRVWPDUNHG�E\
WKH �8QLWHG �6WDWHV �3RVW �2IILFH� �,W �LV �H[SUHVVO\
DJUHHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�WKDW�DFWXDO�UHFHLSW�RI�WKH
FHUWLILHG �PDLO �LV �QRW �UHTXLUHG �IRU �VHUYLFH �WR �EH
HIIHFWLYH��,I�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�IDLOV�WR�JR�WR�VHWWOHPHQW
WKH�GHSRVLW�VKDOO�EH�IRUIHLWHG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHHV�DQG
DOO�H[SHQVHV�RI�WKLV�VDOH��LQFOXGLQJ�DWWRUQH\�IHHV
DQG�IXOO �FRPPLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURVV�VDOHV�SULFH�RI
WKH�VDOH��VKDOO�EH�FKDUJHG�DJDLQVW�DQG�SDLG�IURP
WKH�IRUIHLWHG�GHSRVLW� �,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�UHVDOH�WKH
GHIDXOWLQJ�SXUFKDVHU�VKDOO�QRW�EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�DQ\
VXUSOXV �SURFHHGV �RU �SURILWV �UHVXOWLQJ �IURP�DQ\
UHVDOH �RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �UHJDUGOHVV �RI �DQ\
LPSURYHPHQWV�PDGH�WR�WKH�UHDO�SURSHUW\��,QWHUHVW
LV�WR�EH�SDLG�RQ�WKH�XQSDLG�SXUFKDVH�PRQH\�DW�WKH
UDWH�RI����SHU�DQQXP�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�WR�WKH
GDWH�WKH�IXQGV�DUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�RIILFH�RI�WKH
7UXVWHHV� �,Q �WKH �HYHQW �WKDW �WKH �VHWWOHPHQW �LV
GHOD\HG �IRU �$1< �5($621�:+$762(9(5� �WKHUH
VKDOO�EH�QR�DEDWHPHQW�RI�LQWHUHVW��7D[HV��ZDWHU
UHQW� �FRQGRPLQLXP �IHHV �DQG�RU �KRPHRZQHU
DVVRFLDWLRQ�GXHV��DOO�SXEOLF�FKDUJHV�DVVHVVPHQWV
SD\DEOH �RQ�DQ�DQQXDO �EDVLV� �LQFOXGLQJ�VDQLWDU\
DQG�RU �PHWURSRO LWDQ �GLVWU LFW �FKDUJHV� � L I
DSSOLFDEOH��WR�EH�DGMXVWHG�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW�\HDU�WR
GDWH �RI �VDOH �DQG �DVVXPHG �WKHUHDIWHU �E\ �WKH
SXUFKDVHU��3XUFKDVHU�VKDOO�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH
FRVWV�RI�DOO�WUDQVIHU�WD[HV��GRFXPHQWDU\�VWDPSV
DQG �DOO �RWKHU �FRVWV �LQFLGHQW �WR �VHWWOHPHQW�
3XUFKDVHU �VKDOO �EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �SK\VLFDO
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�DVVXPHV
WKH�ULVN�RI�ORVV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�IRUZDUG��7KH
VDOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW�VDOH�DXGLW�E\�WKH�0RUWJDJH
KROGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU�ILOHG
E D Q N U X S W F \ � � H Q W H U H G � L Q W R � D Q \
UHSD\PHQW�IRUEHDUDQFH�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG�RU
SDLG�RII�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH
3XUFKDVHU�DJUHHV�WKDW �XSRQ�QRWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH
7UXVWHHV�RI�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH�VDOH�LV�QXOO �DQG�YRLG
DQG�RI�QR�OHJDO�HIIHFW�DQG�WKH�GHSRVLW �UHWXUQHG
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUHVW�
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7UXVWHH �IRU �WKH �3ULPH �6WDU�+ �)XQG �, �7UXVW �Y�
/DWDZQ\D�6� �%URZQ� �DQG�(GZDUG �6LPPRQV� �WKH
XQGHUVLJQHG�7UXVWHHV�ZLOO�VHOO�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�DW
WKH�DXFWLRQHHU
V�JDOOHU\�RI�7LGHZDWHU�$XFWLRQHHUpV
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(GZDUG �6LPPRQV� �GDWHG �)HEUXDU\ ���� �����
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�2IILFH�RI�WKH�5HFRUGHU�RI�'HHGV�IRU
WKH�'LVWULFW �RI �&ROXPELD�DW �,QVWUXPHQW �1XPEHU
���������� �RQ �$SULO ��� ������ �ZLWK �DQ �RULJLQDO
SULQFLSDO�EDODQFH�RI��������������DQG�DQ�RULJLQDO
LQWHUHVW�UDWH�RI�������$GMXVWDEOH��GHIDXOW�KDYLQJ
RFFXUUHG�XQGHU�WKH�WHUPV�WKHUHRI�

7KH�SURSHUW\�ZLOO�EH�VROG�E\�7UXVWHH
V�'HHG�qDV�LVr
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�FRYHQDQW��H[SUHVVHG�RU�LPSOLHG��LQ�IHH
VLPSOH �VXEMHFW �WR �FRQGLWLRQV� �UHVWULFWLRQV�
HDVHPHQWV� �DQG�DOO �RWKHU�UHFRUGHG�LQVWUXPHQWV
VXSHULRU�WR�WKH�'HHG�RI�7UXVW�UHIHUHQFHG�DERYH�
DQG�VXEMHFW�WR�UDWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�&RXUW�
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$�GHSRVLW�RI�WKH�OHVVHU�RI������������RU�WHQ�SHUFHQW
������RI�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�ELG�DPRXQW�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��LQ�FDVK��FHUWLILHG�FKHFN��RU�RWKHU
IRUP �DV �7UXVWHHV �PD\ �GHWHUPLQH� �7KH �GHSRVLW
UHTXLUHG�WR�ELG�DW�WKH�DXFWLRQ�LV�ZDLYHG�IRU�WKH
1RWHKROGHU�DQG�DQ\�RI�LWV�VXFFHVVRUV�RU�DVVLJQV�
7KH�1RWHKROGHU�PD\�ELG�XS�WR�WKH�DPRXQW�RZHG
RQ�WKH�1RWH�SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�DQG�H[SHQVHV�RI�VDOH�RQ
FUHGLW�DQG�PD\�VXEPLW�D�ZULWWHQ�ELG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHH
ZKLFK�VKDOO�EH�DQQRXQFHG�DW�VDOH��7KH�%DODQFH�RI
WKH�SXUFKDVH�SULFH�WR�EH�SDLG�LQ�FDVK�ZLWKLQ���
GD\V�RI�ILQDO�UDWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDOH�E\�WKH�&RXUW�
$W �WKH �7UXVWHHVp �GLVFUHWLRQ� �WKH �IRUHFORVXUH
SXUFKDVHU��LI�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ�RU�//&��PXVW�SURGXFH
HYLGHQFH��SULRU�WR�ELGGLQJ��RI�WKH�OHJDO�IRUPDWLRQ
RI�VXFK�HQWLW\�

7,0(�,6 �2) �7+( �(66(1&(� �,I �SXUFKDVHU �IDLOV �WR
VHWWOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�VL[W\������GD\V�RI�WKH
UDWLILFDWLRQ� �WKH �SXUFKDVHU �DJUHHV �WR �SD\ �WKH
7UXVWHHV
�UHDVRQDEOH�DWWRUQH\�IHHV�DV�RUGHUHG�E\
WKH�&RXUW��SOXV�DOO�FRVWV�LQFXUUHG��LI�WKH�7UXVWHHV
KDYH�ILOHG�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�PRWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&RXUW
WR�UHVHOO�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�ZDLYHV�SHUVRQDO
VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �SDSHU �ILOHG �ZLWK �WKH �&RXUW �LQ
FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�VXFK�PRWLRQ�DQG�DQ\�6KRZ�&DXVH
2UGHU�LVVXHG�E\�WKH�&RXUW�DQG�H[SUHVVO\�DJUHHV�WR
DFFHSW �VHUYLFH �RI �DQ\ �VXFK �SDSHU �RU �2UGHU �E\
FHUWLILHG�PDLO�DQG�UHJXODU�PDLO�VHQW�WR�WKH�DGGUHVV
SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DQG�DV�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH
GRFXPHQWV�H[HFXWHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�WLPH
RI �WKH �VDOH� �6HUYLFH �VKDOO �EH �GHHPHG �HIIHFWLYH
XSRQ�WKH�SXUFKDVHU���GD\V�DIWHU�SRVWPDUNHG�E\
WKH �8QLWHG �6WDWHV �3RVW �2IILFH� �,W �LV �H[SUHVVO\
DJUHHG�E\�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�WKDW�DFWXDO�UHFHLSW�RI�WKH
FHUWLILHG �PDLO �LV �QRW �UHTXLUHG �IRU �VHUYLFH �WR �EH
HIIHFWLYH��,I�WKH�SXUFKDVHU�IDLOV�WR�JR�WR�VHWWOHPHQW
WKH�GHSRVLW�VKDOO�EH�IRUIHLWHG�WR�WKH�7UXVWHHV�DQG
DOO�H[SHQVHV�RI�WKLV�VDOH��LQFOXGLQJ�DWWRUQH\�IHHV
DQG�IXOO �FRPPLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURVV�VDOHV�SULFH�RI
WKH�VDOH��VKDOO�EH�FKDUJHG�DJDLQVW�DQG�SDLG�IURP
WKH�IRUIHLWHG�GHSRVLW� �,Q�WKH�HYHQW�RI�UHVDOH�WKH
GHIDXOWLQJ�SXUFKDVHU�VKDOO�QRW�EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�DQ\
VXUSOXV �SURFHHGV �RU �SURILWV �UHVXOWLQJ �IURP�DQ\
UHVDOH �RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �UHJDUGOHVV �RI �DQ\
LPSURYHPHQWV�PDGH�WR�WKH�UHDO�SURSHUW\��,QWHUHVW
LV�WR�EH�SDLG�RQ�WKH�XQSDLG�SXUFKDVH�PRQH\�DW�WKH
UDWH�RI��������DGMXVWDEOH�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�WR
WKH�GDWH�WKH�IXQGV�DUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�WKH�RIILFH�RI�WKH
7UXVWHHV� �,Q �WKH �HYHQW �WKDW �WKH �VHWWOHPHQW �LV
GHOD\HG �IRU �$1< �5($621�:+$762(9(5� �WKHUH
VKDOO�EH�QR�DEDWHPHQW�RI�LQWHUHVW��7D[HV��ZDWHU
UHQW� �FRQGRPLQLXP �IHHV �DQG�RU �KRPHRZQHU
DVVRFLDWLRQ�GXHV��DOO�SXEOLF�FKDUJHV�DVVHVVPHQWV
SD\DEOH �RQ�DQ�DQQXDO �EDVLV� �LQFOXGLQJ�VDQLWDU\
DQG�RU �PHWURSRO LWDQ �GLVWU LFW �FKDUJHV� � L I
DSSOLFDEOH��WR�EH�DGMXVWHG�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW�\HDU�WR
GDWH �RI �VDOH �DQG �DVVXPHG �WKHUHDIWHU �E\ �WKH
SXUFKDVHU��3XUFKDVHU�VKDOO�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH
FRVWV�RI�DOO�WUDQVIHU�WD[HV��GRFXPHQWDU\�VWDPSV
DQG �DOO �RWKHU �FRVWV �LQFLGHQW �WR �VHWWOHPHQW�
3XUFKDVHU �VKDOO �EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �SK\VLFDO
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��3XUFKDVHU�DVVXPHV
WKH�ULVN�RI�ORVV�IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH�IRUZDUG��7KH
VDOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW�VDOH�DXGLW�E\�WKH�0RUWJDJH
KROGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU�ILOHG
E D Q N U X S W F \ � � H Q W H U H G � L Q W R � D Q \
UHSD\PHQW�IRUEHDUDQFH�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG�RU
SDLG�RII�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH
3XUFKDVHU�DJUHHV�WKDW �XSRQ�QRWLILFDWLRQ�E\�WKH
7UXVWHHV�RI�VXFK�HYHQW�WKH�VDOH�LV�QXOO �DQG�YRLG
DQG�RI�QR�OHJDO�HIIHFW�DQG�WKH�GHSRVLW �UHWXUQHG
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUHVW�

5LFKDUG�(��6RORPRQ��HW�DO���6XE��7UXVWHHV

7LGHZDWHU�$XFWLRQV��//&
��������������

ZZZ�WLGHZDWHUDXFWLRQV�FRP

:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV����������������������
&*'�)LOH����������$G������

Trustee Sales:
Fairfax Co.

75867((�6$/(
�����'RYHU�/Q�$SW������)DOOV�&KXUFK��9$������

)DLUID[�&RXQW\

,Q �H[HFXWLRQ �RI �D �'HHG �RI �7UXVW �LQ �WKH �RULJLQDO
SULQFLSDO�DPRXQW�RI��������������GDWHG�0DUFK����
�����UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW
&RXUW�RI�WKH�)DLUID[�&RXQW\��9LUJLQLD��LQ�'RFXPHQW
1R� ���������������� �LQ �%RRN �1R� ������� �DW �3DJH
������DW�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�KROGHU�RI�WKH�1RWH��WKH
XQGHUVLJQHG�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH�ZLOO�RIIHU�IRU�VDOH
DW �SXEOLF �DXFWLRQ �DW �WKH �HQWUDQFH�WR �WKH �)DLUID[
&RXQW\�-XGLFLDO �&HQWHU� ������&KDLQ�%ULGJH�5RDG�
)DLUID[��RQ�--XO\���������DW�������$0�WKH�SURSHUW\
GHVFULEHG �LQ �VDLG �GHHG� �ORFDWHG �DW �WKH �DERYH
DGGUHVV �DQG �EULHIO\ �GHVFULEHG �DV�

8Q L W � 1XPEH U � � � � � � ) D L U I L H O G � &RPPRQV
&RQGRPLQLXP��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�DQ�XQGLYLGHG�LQWHUHVW
LQ�WKH�FRPPRQ�HOHPHQWV

6XEMHFW �WR �DQ\ �DQG �DOO �FRYHQDQWV� �FRQGLWLRQV�
UHVWULFWLRQV��HDVHPHQWV��DQG�DOO�RWKHU�PDWWHUV�RI
UHFRUG�WDNLQJ�SULRULW\ �RYHU �WKH�'HHG�RI �7UXVW� �LI
DQ\� �DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�SURSHUW\�

7(506�2)�6$/(��&$6+��$�GHSRVLW�RI������������RU
����RI�WKH�VDOHV�SULFH��ZKLFKHYHU�LV�ORZHU��FDVK�RU
FHUWLILHG�FKHFN�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�VDOH�
EXW �QR �PRUH �WKDQ ����������� �RI �FDVK �ZLOO �EH
DFFHSWHG��ZLWK�VHWWOHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�ILIWHHQ������GD\V
IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH��6DOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW�VDOH
FRQILUPDWLRQ �WKDW �WKH �ERUURZHU �GLG �QRW �ILOH �IRU
SURWHFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�8�6��%DQNUXSWF\�&RGH�SULRU�WR
WKH�VDOH�ZKLFK�DIIHFWV�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�VDOH��DV
ZHOO�DV�WR�SRVW�VDOH�FRQILUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�RI
WKH�ORDQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORDQ�VHUYLFHU�LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW
OLPLWHG�WR��GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU
HQWHUHG�LQWR�DQ\�UHSD\PHQW�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG
RU�SDLG�RII�WKH�ORDQ�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK
HYHQW� �WKH �VDOH �VKDOO �EH �QXOO �DQG �YRLG� �DQG �WKH
3XUFKDVHUpV�VROH�UHPHG\��LQ�ODZ�RU�HTXLW\��VKDOO�EH
WKH �UHWXUQ �RI �KLV �GHSRVLW �ZLWKRXW �LQWHUHVW�
$GGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�PD\�EH�DQQRXQFHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI
VDOH��3XUVXDQW�WR�WKH�)HGHUDO�)DLU�'HEW�&ROOHFWLRQ
3UDFWLFHV�$FW��ZH�DGYLVH�\RX�WKDW�WKLV�ILUP�LV�D�GHEW
FROOHFWRU�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�FROOHFW�WKH�LQGHEWHGQHVV
UHIHUUHG�WR�KHUHLQ�DQG�DQ\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZH�REWDLQ
ZLOO�EH�XVHG�IRU�WKDW�SXUSRVH�

����6$08(/�,��:+,7(��3�&���6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH

7KLV�LV�D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�D�GHEW�FROOHFWRU�

)25�,1)250$7,21�&217$&7�

6$08(/�,��:+,7(��3�&���������
����9LNLQJ�'ULYH��6XLWH����
9LUJLQLD�%HDFK��9LUJLQLD������
���������������&DOO�%HWZHHQ������D�P��DQG������S�P�
RU�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�VLZSF�QHW

-XQH��WK������
-XQH���WK������

�$'������

Trustee Sales:
Arlington Co.

75867((p6 �6$/( �2) ����� ���7+ �67 �1� �$37 ������
$5/,1*721��9$������� �,Q �H[HFXWLRQ�RI �D �FHUWDLQ
'HHG�RI�7UXVW�GDWHG�-XO\�����������LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO
SULQFLSDO �DPRXQW�RI �������������UHFRUGHG�LQ �WKH
&OHUNpV�2IILFH��&LUFXLW�&RXUW�IRU�$UOLQJWRQ�&RXQW\�
9LUJLQLD��LQ�%RRN������DW�3DJH������DV�,QVWUXPHQW
1R� ������������ �7KH �XQGHUVLJQHG �6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH�ZLOO�RIIHU�IRU�VDOH�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH
IURQW �RI �WKH �&LUFXLW �&RXUW �EXLOGLQJ �IRU �$UOLQJWRQ
&RXQW\� ����� �1� �&RXUWKRXVH �5RDG� �$UOLQJWRQ�
9LUJLQLD��RQ�-XO\�����������DW������$0��WKH�SURSHUW\
GHVFULEHG �LQ �VDLG �'HHG �RI �7UXVW� �ORFDWHG �DW �WKH
DERYH�DGGUHVV��DQG�PRUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�GHVFULEHG�DV
IROORZV��$//�7+$7�&(57$,1�3,(&(�25�3$5&(/�2)
/$1'� �72*(7+(5 �:,7+ �7+( �,03529(0(176
7+(5(21 �$1' �$33857(1$1&(6 �7+(5(8172
%(/21*,1*� �/<,1*� �6,78$7( �$1' �%(,1* �,1
$5/,1*721 �&2817<� �67$7( �2) �9,5*,1,$� �$1'
%(,1* �025( �3$57,&8/$5/< �'(6&5,%(' �$6
)2//2:6��81,7������/2&$7('�,1�7+$7�&(57$,1
&21'20,1,80 �.12:1 �$6 �:$7(59,(:
&21'20,1,80��$6�(67$%/,6+('�38568$17�72
7+( �'(&/$5$7,21 �2) �7+( �:$7(59,(:
&21'20,1,80� �5(&25'(' �,1 �7+( �&/(5.C6
2)),&(�2)�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857�)25�$5/,1*721
&2817<� �9,5*,1,$ �21 �-$18$5< ���� ����� �$6
'2&80(17�12�������������,1�'(('�%22.������$7
3$*( ����� � �$1' �$6 �$0(1'(' �%< �7+(
6833/(0(17$/�$0(1'0(17�72�&21'20,1,80
, 1 6 7 5 80 ( 1 7 6 � 7 2 � 7 + ( � : $ 7 ( 5 9 , (:
&21'20,1,80�5(&25'('�,1�7+(�&/(5.C6�2)),&(
2)�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857�)25�$5/,1*721�&2817<�
9,5*,1,$�21�)(%58$5<���� ������$6�'2&80(17
12�������������,1�'(('�%22.������$7�3$*(�����
$1' �$6 �6+2:1 �21 �7+( �3/$76 �$1' �3/$16
$77$&+(' �7+(5(72� �72*(7+(5 �:,7+ �$1
81',9,'(' �3(5&(17$*( �,17(5(67 �,1 �7+(
&20021�(/(0(176�$6�025(�3$57,&8/$5/<�6(7
)257+ �,1 �7+( �'(&/$5$7,21� �72*(7+(5 �:,7+
7+(�%(1(),7�2)�7+(�($6(0(176�$33857(1$17
72�3$5&(/�5+�$6�6(7�)257+�,1�7+(�$0(1'('
$1' �5(67$7(' �'(&/$5$7,21 �2) �($6(0(176�
&29(1$176� �5(675,&7,216 �$1' �$*5((0(176
'$7('�0$<����������$1'�5(&25'('�21�0$<����
�����,1�'(('�%22.������$7�3$*(������ �%<�$1'
%(7:((1 �:$7(59,(: �2)) ,&( � � /3 �$1'
:$7(59,(:�5(6,'(17,$/� �//&� �$1'�5(&25'('
35,25 �+(5(72� �81,7 ����� �,6 �$66,*1(' �7+(
(;&/86,9(�5,*+7�72�86(�3$5.,1*�63$&(�12��5��
����$6�$�5(6,'(17,$/�/,0,7('�&20021�(/(0(17
2) �7+( �&21'20,1,80� �7(506 �2) �6$/(� �$//
&$6+��$�ELGGHUpV�GHSRVLW�RI�WHQ�SHUFHQW�������RI
WKH�VDOH�SULFH�RU�WHQ�SHUFHQW�������RI�WKH�RULJLQDO
SULQFLSDO �EDODQFH �RI �WKH �VXEMHFW �'HHG �RI �7UXVW�
ZKLFKHYHU�LV�ORZHU��LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�FDVK�RU�FHUWLILHG
IXQGV�SD\DEOH�WR�WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH�PXVW�EH
SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�VDOH��7KH�EDODQFH�RI�WKH
SXUFKDVH�SULFH�ZLOO�EH�GXH�ZLWKLQ�ILIWHHQ������GD\V
RI �VDOH� �RWKHUZLVH �3XUFKDVHUpV �GHSRVLW �PD\ �EH
IRUIHLWHG�WR�7UXVWHH��7LPH�LV�RI�WKH�HVVHQFH��,I�WKH
VDOH�LV�VHW�DVLGH�IRU�DQ\�UHDVRQ��WKH�3XUFKDVHU�DW
WKH�VDOH�VKDOO�EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�D�UHWXUQ�RI�WKH�GHSRVLW
SDLG��7KH�3XUFKDVHU�PD\��LI�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�WHUPV
RI�WKH�7UXVWHHpV�0HPRUDQGXP�RI�)RUHFORVXUH�6DOH�
EH �HQWLWOHG �WR �D ���� �FDQFHOODWLRQ �IHH �IURP �WKH
6XEVWLWXWH �7UXVWHH� �EXW �VKDOO �KDYH �QR �IXUWKHU
UHFRXUVH�DJDLQVW�WKH�0RUWJDJRU��WKH�0RUWJDJHH�RU
WKH �0RUWJDJHHpV �DWWRUQH\� �$ �IRUP �FRS\ �RI �WKH
7UXVWHHpV �PHPRUDQGXP�RI �IRUHFORVXUH �VDOH �DQG
FRQWUDFW�WR�SXUFKDVH�UHDO�SURSHUW\�LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU
YLHZLQJ�DW�ZZZ�EZZVDOHV�FRP��$GGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�
LI �DQ\� �WR �EH �DQQRXQFHG �DW �WKH �VDOH �DQG �WKH
3XUFKDVHU�PD\�EH�JLYHQ�WKH�RSWLRQ�WR�H[HFXWH�WKH
FRQWUDFW �RI �VDOH �HOHFWURQLFDO O\� �7KLV � LV �D
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ �IURP �D �GHEW �FROOHFWRU �DQG �DQ\
LQIRUPDWLRQ�REWDLQHG�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�IRU�WKDW�SXUSRVH�
7KH �VDOH �LV �VXEMHFW �WR �VHOOHU �FRQILUPDWLRQ�
6XEVWLWXWH �7UXVWHH� �(TXLW\ �7UXVWHHV� �//&� �����
7KUHH�&KRSW�5RDG��6XLWH������5LFKPRQG��9$�������
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQWDFW� �%::�/DZ�*URXS�
//&� �DWWRUQH\V �IRU �(TXLW\ �7UXVWHHV� �//&� �����
([HFXWLYH�%OYG��6XLWH������5RFNYLOOH��0'������������
����������ZHEVLWH��ZZZ�EZZVDOHV�FRP�
9$����������

-XQH��WK������
-XQH���WK������

$'������

Trustee Sales:
Prince William Co.

127,&(�2)�75867((p6�6$/(
�����&RXUW\DUG�:D\��+D\PDUNHW��9$������

�7D[�0DS���������������

,Q �H[HFXWLRQ �RI �FHUWDLQ �O LHQV �IRU �XQSDLG
DVVHVVPHQWV�DV�SHUIHFWHG�E\�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�RI
FHUWDLQ �PHPRUDQGD �RI � O LHQV �IRU �XQSDLG
DVVHVVPHQWV�LQ�WKH�&OHUNpV�2IILFH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW
&RXUW�RI�WKH�&RXQW\�RI�3ULQFH�:LOOLDP��9LUJLQLD�
�q/DQG�5HFRUGVr��RQ�-XQH����������DV�,QVWUXPHQW
1XPEHU������������������DQG�RQ�-XQH���������
DV �,QVWUXPHQW �1XPEHU ���������������� ��WKH
q/LHQVr� � � WKH �:HVWPDUNHW �+RPHRZQHUV
$VVRFLDWLRQ� � ,QF� ��q$VVRFLDWLRQ��� �E\ �LWV
DSSRLQWHG�7UXVWHH��DV�LGHQWLILHG�EHORZ��ZLOO�RIIHU
IRU�VDOH�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�ELGGHU�RQ
-XQH�����������DW�������D�P���DW�WKH�PDLQ�RXWVLGH
HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�&RXUWKRXVH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
RI �3ULQFH �:LOOLDP�&RXQW\ �DW ������ �/HH �$YHQXH�
0DQDVVDV� �9$ ������� �WKH �UHDO �SURSHUW\ �DQG
LPSURYHPHQWV�ZLWK�WKH�VWUHHW�DGGUHVV�RI������
&RXUW\DUG�:D\��+D\PDUNHW��9$��������7D[�0DS
���������������DQG�EULHIO\�GHVFULEHG�DV�

/RW�����/DQGED\����6HFWLRQ����:(670$5.(7��DV
WKH�VDPH�DSSHDUV�GXO\�GHGLFDWHG��SODWWHG�DQG
UHFRUGHG�DV�,QVWUXPHQW�1R������������������DQG
SODWWHG �LQ �,QVWUXPHQW �1R� ����������������
DPRQJ �WKH �ODQG �UHFRUGV �RI �3ULQFH �:LOOLDP
&RXQW\� �9LUJLQLD�

7(506�2)�6$/(��7KH�3URSHUW\�ZLOO�EH�VROG�LQ�q$6
,6r�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�ZDUUDQW\�DV�WR�DQ\
UHVSHFW��UHVWULFWLRQ��FRYHQDQW��RU�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�WKH
3URSHUW\�DQG�VXEMHFW�WR�DQ\�OLHQV��YLRODWLRQV��DQG
RU �DOO �RWKHU �PDWWHUV �WDNLQJ �SULRULW\ �RYHU �WKH
$VVRFLDWLRQpV�/LHQV��LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�
DQ\�GHHGV�RI�WUXVW��7KH�VDOH�LV�IXUWKHU�VXEMHFW�WR
DO O �SURYLV LRQV� � UHVWU LFW LRQV� �HDVHPHQWV�
FRYHQDQWV� �DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�DV�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKH
$VVRFLDWLRQpV�RULJLQDO�'HFODUDWLRQ� �%\ODZV�DQG
RWKHU �JRYHUQ LQJ � LQV W UXPHQW � � DQG �DQ\
DPHQGPHQWV � WKHUH WR �

$�QRQUHIXQGDEOH�ELGGHU
V�GHSRVLW�RI���������ZLOO
EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�EH�SDLG�E\�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU
LQ �FDVK� �FHUWLILHG �IXQGV �RU �E\ �FDVKLHUpV �FKHFN�
6HWWOHPHQW�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�RI�VDOH�DQG�WLWOH�ZLOO
WUDQVIHU�E\�WUXVWHHpV�GHHG�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�ZDUUDQW\
RI �WLWOH� �$GGLWLRQDO �WHUPV �WR �EH �DQQRXQFHG �DW
VDOH��,I �7UXVWHH�LV�XQDEOH�IRU�DQ\�UHDVRQ��LQ�LWV
VROH�GLVFUHWLRQ��WR�FRQYH\�WLWOH�WR�WKH�3URSHUW\�
WKH �VXFFHVVIXO �ELGGHU
V �VROH �DQG �H[FOXVLYH
UHPHG\�LQ�ODZ�DQG�HTXLW\�VKDOO�EH�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI
LWV �GHSRVLW� �ZLWKRXW�LQWHUHVW� �7UXVWHH�UHVHUYHV
WKH�ULJKW��LQ�LWV�VROH�GLVFUHWLRQ��WR�����DQQRXQFH
DGGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�VDOH������ZDLYH�RU
PRGLI\ �WKH �UHTXLUHPHQW �ZLWK �UHVSHFW �WR �WKH
ELGGHU
V�GHSRVLW������DFFHSW�RU�UHMHFW�DQ\�RU�DOO
ELGV� ���� �H[WHQG �WKH �WLPH �WR �UHFHLYH �ELGV� ����
ZLWKGUDZ�WKH�3URSHUW\�IURP�WKH�VDOH�DW�DQ\�WLPH�
DQG�����SRVWSRQH�VHWWOHPHQW�IROORZLQJ�VDOH�IRU�D
UHDVRQDEOH �SHULRG �RI �WLPH �DV �GHWHUPLQHG �E\
7UXVWHH��7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQWDLQHG�KHUHLQ�ZDV
REWDLQHG�E\�VRXUFHV�GHHPHG�WR�EH�UHOLDEOH�EXW�LV
RIIHUHG �IRU �LQIRUPDWLRQ �SXUSRVHV �RQO\� �7KH
$VVRFLDWLRQ�FDQQRW�PDNH�DQ\�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RU
ZDUUDQWLHV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�DFFXUDF\�RI�WKLV
LQIRUPDWLRQ�

'LUHFW �DQ\ � LQTXLULHV �WR �FRXQVHO �IRU �WKH
$VVRFLDWLRQ��.ULVWHQ�/��%XFN��5HHV�%URRPH��3&�
�����*DOORZV�5RDG��6XLWH����� �9LHQQD��9LUJLQLD
����������������������

0� �:LOFR[ �/DZ� �3//&� �7UXVWHH� �$WWQ� �0RQD
:LOFR[�������1��2DNODQG�6W���$UOLQJWRQ��9$�������
����������������7HOHSKRQH��
PRQD#PZLOFR[ODZ�FRP

-XQH�����������������DQG�������������$'������

Trustee Sales:
Prince William Co.

7UXVWHH
V�6DOH
������7RZQ�&RPPRQV�:D\�
*DLQHVYLOOH��9LUJLQLD������
�3DUFHO�,'���������������

'HIDXOW �KDYLQJ �EHHQ �PDGH �LQ �WKH �WHUPV �RI �D
FHUWDLQ�'HHG�RI�7UXVW�GDWHG�-DQXDU\����������LQ�WKH
RULJLQDO �SULQFLSDO �DPRXQW �RI ����������� �DQG
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
RI �WKH �&RXQW\ �RI �3ULQFH �:LOOLDP� �9LUJLQLD �LQ
,QVWUXPHQW�1R�������������������WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG
6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHHV�ZLOO�VHOO�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�RQ
-XO\�����������DW�������$0�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ
KRXVLQJ�WKH�33ULQFH�:LOOLDP�&RXQW\�&LUFXLW�&RXUW�
���� �/HH �$YHQXH� �0DQDVVDV� �9$ ������� �WKH
SURSHUW\ �GHVLJQDWHG �DV� �/RW ���� �&DUWHUZRRG�
VHFWLRQ��� �DV �WKH�VDPH�DSSHDUV�GXO\�GHGLFDWHG�
SODWWHG �DQG �UHFRUGHG �DV �LQVWUXPHQW �QXPEHU
���������������� �DPRQJ �WKH �ODQG �UHFRUGV �RI
3ULQFH�:LOOLDP�&RXQW\��9LUJLQLD��6DOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR
DOO�SULRU�OLHQV��HDVHPHQWV��UHVWULFWLRQV��FRYHQDQWV�
DQG�FRQGLWLRQV��LI�DQ\��RI�UHFRUG��RU�RWKHU�PDWWHUV
ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�GLVFORVHG�E\�DQ�DFFXUDWH�VXUYH\
RU�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�SUHPLVHV� �7(506��&$6+� �$
GHSRVLW �RI ���������� �RU ���� �RI �WKH �VDOH �SULFH�
ZKLFKHYHU �LV �ORZHU� �ZLOO �EH �UHTXLUHG �RI �WKH
VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU�DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��3ULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH�
LQWHUHVWHG�ELGGHUV�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�UHJLVWHU�ZLWK
DQG�PXVW�SUHVHQW�D�ELG�GHSRVLW�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�KHOG
GXULQJ�WKH�VDOH �E\�WKH�WUXVWHH� �7KH�ELG �GHSRVLW
PXVW�EH�FHUWLILHG�IXQGV�DQG�RU�FDVK��EXW�QR�PRUH
WKDQ ���������� �RI �FDVK �ZLOO �EH �DFFHSWHG� �7KH
VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHUpV�GHSRVLW�ZLOO�EH�UHWDLQHG�DW�WKH
VDOH�DQG�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�VDOH�SULFH��,I�KHOG�E\�WKH
WUXVWHH��DOO�RWKHU�ELG�GHSRVLWV�ZLOO�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR
WKH �XQVXFFHVVIXO �ELGGHUV� �6HWWOHPHQW �LV �WR �EH
PDGH �ZLWKLQ ��� �FDOHQGDU �GD\V� �7KH �VXFFHVVIXO
ELGGHU �ZLO O �EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �REWDLQLQJ
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��DQG�IRU�DOO�FRVWV�DQG
IHHV �UHODWHG �WR �UHFRUGLQJ �WKH �7UXVWHHpV �'HHG�
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�JUDQWRUV�WD[��7KH�VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU
ZLOO �EH �UHTXLUHG �WR �H[HFXWH �D �0HPRUDQGXP�RI
7UXVWHH
V �6DOH� �DYDLODEOH �IRU �UHYLHZ �RQ �WKH
)RUHFORVXUH�6DOHV�SDJH�RI�ZZZ�JODVVHUODZ�FRP�
RXWOLQLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�RI�VDOH�DQG�VHWWOHPHQW�
$�7UXVWHHpV �'HHG�ZLOO �EH�SUHSDUHG�E\�7UXVWHHpV
DWWRUQH\ �DW �KLJK �ELGGHUpV �H[SHQVH� �7KLV �LV �D
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�D�GHEW�FROOHFWRU��*ODVVHU�DQG
*ODVVHU� �3�/�&� �RQ �EHKDOI �RI �$WODQWLF �7UXVWHH
6HUYLFHV��/�/�&���DQG�RU�5(2�6ROXWLRQV��//&��DQG�RU
1)3'6�9$�//&��6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHHV��&URZQ�&HQWHU
%XLOGLQJ��6XLWH����������(DVW�0DLQ�6WUHHW��1RUIRON�
9$��������)LOH�1R�������������7HO�����������������
EHWZHHQ�������D�P��	�������QRRQ�RQO\�

5XQ�'DWHV��-XQH��������
-XQH���������

$'������

7UXVWHH
V�6DOH
�����%XHOO�&W��'XPIULHV��9$������

�3DUFHO�,'���������������

'HIDXOW�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�PDGH�LQ�WKH�WHUPV�RI�D�FHUWDLQ
'HHG�RI �7UXVW �GDWHG �6HSWHPEHU ���� ������ �LQ �WKH
RULJLQDO �SULQFLSDO �DPRXQW �RI ������������ �DQG
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
RI �WKH �&RXQW\ �RI �3ULQFH �:LOOLDP� �9LUJLQLD �RQ
6HSWHPEHU ���� ������ �DV �,QVWUXPHQW �1XPEHU
���������������� �WKH �XQGHUVLJQHG �6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHHV�ZLOO�VHOO�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�RQ�$XJXVW����
�����DW������30��LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�KRXVLQJ�WKH
&RXQW\�RI�3ULQFH�:LOOLDP�&LUFXLW�&RXUW� ������/HH
$YHQXH� �0DQDVVDV� �9$ ������� �WKH �SURSHUW\
GHVLJQDWHG�DV�/RW������6HFWLRQ����:,//,$0672:1�
DV �WKH �VDPH �LV �GXO\ �GHGLFDWHG� �SODWWHG �DQG
UHFRUGHG�DPRQJ�WKH�ODQG�UHFRUGV�RI�3ULQFH�:LOOLDP
&RXQW\��9LUJLQLD�LQ�'HHG�%RRN�����DW�3DJH������6DOH
LV�VXEMHFW�WR�DOO�SULRU�OLHQV��HDVHPHQWV��UHVWULFWLRQV�
FRYHQDQWV� �DQG �FRQGLWLRQV� �LI �DQ\� �RI �UHFRUG� �RU
RWKHU �PDWWHUV �ZKLFK �ZRXOG �EH �GLVFORVHG �E\ �DQ
DFFXUDWH �VXUYH\ �RU �LQVSHFWLRQ �RI �WKH �SUHPLVHV�
7(506��&$6+��$�GHSRVLW�RI������������RU�����RI
WKH�VDOH�SULFH��ZKLFKHYHU�LV�ORZHU��ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
RI�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU�DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��3ULRU�WR�WKH
VDOH��LQWHUHVWHG�ELGGHUV�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�UHJLVWHU
ZLWK�DQG�PXVW�SUHVHQW�D�ELG�GHSRVLW�ZKLFK�PD\�EH
KHOG�GXULQJ�WKH�VDOH�E\�WKH�WUXVWHH��7KH�ELG�GHSRVLW
PXVW�EH�FHUWLILHG�IXQGV�DQG�RU�FDVK��EXW�QR�PRUH
WKDQ ���������� �RI �FDVK �ZLOO �EH �DFFHSWHG� �7� �KH
VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU
V�GHSRVLW�ZLOO�EH�UHWDLQHG�DW�WKH
VDOH�DQG�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�VDOH�SULFH��,I �KHOG�E\�WKH
WUXVWHH��DOO�RWKHU�ELG�GHSRVLWV�ZLOO�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR
WKH�XQVXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHUV��6HWWOHPHQW�LV�WR�EH�PDGH
ZLWKLQ ��� �GD\V� �7KH �VXFFHVVIXO �ELGGHU �ZLOO �EH
UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �REWDLQLQJ �SRVVHVVLRQ �RI �WKH
SURSHUW\� �DQG �IRU �DOO �FRVWV �DQG �IHHV �UHODWHG �WR
UHFRUGLQJ �WKH �7UXVWHH
V �'HHG� �LQFOXGLQJ �WKH
JUDQWRUV �WD[� �7KH �VXFFHVVIXO �ELGGHU �ZLOO �EH
UHTXLUHG�WR�H[HFXWH�D�0HPRUDQGXP�RI�7UXVWHH
V
6DOH��DYDLODEOH�IRU�UHYLHZ�XSRQ�UHTXHVW�EHIRUH�WKH
VDOH� �RXWOLQLQJ �DGGLWLRQDO �WHUPV �RI �VDOH �DQG
VHWWOHPHQW��$�7UXVWHH
V�'HHG�ZLOO�EH�SUHSDUHG�E\
7UXVWHH
V�DWWRUQH\�DW�KLJK�ELGGHU
V�H[SHQVH��7KLV�LV
D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�D�GHEW�FROOHFWRU��7URPEHUJ�
0RUULV �	�3DUWQHUV� �3//&�RQ�EHKDOI �RI �6RXWKHDVW
(TXLW\�7UXVWHHV��//&�DQG�RU�$XFWLRQ�FRP�9$��//&�
DQG�RU�1)3'6�9$�//&��6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH�V�������
0DUNHO�5RDG��6XLWH������5LFKPRQG��9$��������)LOH
1R�������������7HO���������������
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Trustee Sales:
Virginia

7UXVWHH
V�6DOH
������3DUN�*URYH�7HUUDFH�
$VKEXUQ��9LUJLQLD������

�3DUFHO�,'���������������
7D[�0DS�1R�������2����������

'HIDXOW �KDYLQJ �EHHQ �PDGH �LQ �WKH �WHUPV �RI �D
FHUWDLQ�'HHG�RI�7UXVW�GDWHG�2FWREHU����������LQ�WKH
RULJLQDO �SULQFLSDO �DPRXQW �RI ������������ �DQG
UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
RI�WKH�&RXQW\�RI�/RXGRXQ��9LUJLQLD�LQ�,QVWUXPHQW
1R��������������������WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG�6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHHV�ZLOO �VHOO �DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�RQ�$$XJXVW���
������DW�������$0�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�KRXVLQJ
WKH ��/RXGRXQ �&RXQW\ �&LUFXLW �&RXUW� �WKH �PDLQ
HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�/RXGRXQ�&RXQW\�&LUFXLW�&RXUW����
(DVW�0DUNHW�6WUHHW��/HHVEXUJ��9LUJLQLD��������WKH
SURSHUW\ �GHVLJQDWHG �DV �/RW ����� �6HFWLRQ ���
6WRQHJDWH� �DV �WKH �VDPH �LV �GXO\ �GHGLFDWHG �LQ
,QVWUXPHQW �1XPEHU ����������������� �DQG �DV
SODWWHG�LQ�,QVWUXPHQW�1XPEHU�����������������
UHFRUGHG �DPRQJ �WKH �ODQG �UHFRUGV �RI �/RXGRXQ
&RXQW\��9LUJLQLD��7KLV�SURSHUW\�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�WKDW
FHUWDLQ �GHFODUDWLRQ �RI �DIIRUGDEOH �GZHOOLQJ �XQLW
FRYHQDQWV �UHFRUGHG �DV �,QVWUXPHQW �1XPEHU
��������������� �DPRQJ �WKH �DIRUHVDLG �ODQG
UHFRUGV� �6DOH �LV �VXEMHFW �WR �DOO �SULRU �OLHQV�
HDVHPHQWV� � UHVWU LFW LRQV� �FRYHQDQWV� �DQG
FRQGLWLRQV� �LI �DQ\� �RI �UHFRUG� �RU �RWKHU �PDWWHUV
ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�GLVFORVHG�E\�DQ�DFFXUDWH�VXUYH\
RU�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�SUHPLVHV� �7(506��&$6+� �$
GHSRVLW �RI ����������� �RU �����RI �WKH �VDOH �SULFH�
ZKLFKHYHU �LV �ORZHU� �ZLOO �EH �UHTXLUHG �RI �WKH
VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU�DW�WLPH�RI�VDOH��3ULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH�
LQWHUHVWHG�ELGGHUV�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�UHJLVWHU�ZLWK
DQG�PXVW�SUHVHQW�D�ELG�GHSRVLW�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�KHOG
GXULQJ�WKH�VDOH �E\�WKH�WUXVWHH� �7KH�ELG �GHSRVLW
PXVW�EH�FHUWLILHG�IXQGV�DQG�RU�FDVK��EXW�QR�PRUH
WKDQ ���������� �RI �FDVK �ZLOO �EH �DFFHSWHG� �7KH
VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHUpV�GHSRVLW�ZLOO�EH�UHWDLQHG�DW�WKH
VDOH�DQG�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�VDOH�SULFH��,I�KHOG�E\�WKH
WUXVWHH��DOO�RWKHU�ELG�GHSRVLWV�ZLOO�EH�UHWXUQHG�WR
WKH �XQVXFFHVVIXO �ELGGHUV� �6HWWOHPHQW �LV �WR �EH
PDGH �ZLWKLQ ��� �FDOHQGDU �GD\V� �7KH �VXFFHVVIXO
ELGGHU �ZLO O �EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �REWDLQLQJ
SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\��DQG�IRU�DOO�FRVWV�DQG
IHHV �UHODWHG �WR �UHFRUGLQJ �WKH �7UXVWHHpV �'HHG�
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�JUDQWRUV�WD[��7KH�VXFFHVVIXO�ELGGHU
ZLOO �EH �UHTXLUHG �WR �H[HFXWH �D �0HPRUDQGXP�RI
7UXVWHH
V �6DOH� �DYDLODEOH �IRU �UHYLHZ �RQ �WKH
)RUHFORVXUH�6DOHV�SDJH�RI�ZZZ�JODVVHUODZ�FRP�
RXWOLQLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�RI�VDOH�DQG�VHWWOHPHQW�
$�7UXVWHHpV �'HHG�ZLOO �EH�SUHSDUHG�E\�7UXVWHHpV
DWWRUQH\ �DW �KLJK �ELGGHUpV �H[SHQVH� �7KLV �LV �D
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�D�GHEW�FROOHFWRU��*ODVVHU�DQG
*ODVVHU� �3�/�&� �RQ �EHKDOI �RI �$WODQWLF �7UXVWHH
6HUYLFHV��/�/�&���DQG�RU�5(2�6ROXWLRQV��//&��DQG�RU
$XFWLRQ�FRP�9$��//&��6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHHV��&URZQ
&HQWHU�%XLOGLQJ��6XLWH����������(DVW�0DLQ�6WUHHW�
1RUIRON� �9$��������)LOH�1R�������������7HO� ������
����������EHWZHHQ�������D�P��	�������QRRQ�RQO\�
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$FDGHP\�RI�+RSH
$GXOW�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO

5(48(676�)25�352326$/6

)OH[�2IILFH�'HVLJQ�:DUG���	��

7KH�$FDGHP\�RI�+RSH�$GXOW�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO
ORFDWHG�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�UHTXHVWV�SURSRVDOV�IURP
YHQGRUV �IRU �)OH[ �2IILFH �'HVLJQ �DW �ERWK �RI �RXU
FDPSXVHV��3URSRVDOV�DUH�GXH�-XQH���WK��������<RX
FDQ �ILQG �WKH �GHWDLOHG �UHTXHVW �IRU �SURSRVDO �DQG
VXEPLVVLRQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DW�KWWSV���DRKGF�RUJ�JHW�
LQYROYHG�MREV�

-XQH��UG�WKUX���WK������
$G������

$FDGHP\�RI�+RSH
$GXOW�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO

5(48(676�)25�352326$/6

'HYHORSHU�IRU�6WXGHQW�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6\VWHP��6,6�

7KH�$FDGHP\�RI�+RSH�$GXOW�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO
ORFDWHG�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�UHTXHVWV�SURSRVDOV�IRU
'HYHORSHU �IRU �6WXGHQW �,QIRUPDWLRQ �6\VWHP��6,6��
3URSRVDOV�DUH�GXH�-XQH���WK��������<RX�FDQ�ILQG�WKH
GHWDLOHG �UHTXHVW �IRU �SURSRVDO �DQG �VXEPLVVLRQ
LQIRUPDWLRQ �DW �KWWSV���DRKGF�RUJ�MREV�

-XQH��UG�WKUX���WK������
$G������

683(5,25�&2857�2)
7+(�',675,&7�2)
&2/80%,$

352%$7(�',9,6,21

�����$'0�������

:LOOLDP�-HIIUH\
)HQWUHVV

1DPH�RI�'HFHGHQW

%URRNH�7DQVLOO
F�R�)UHGHULFN�-��7DQVLOO
	�$VVRFLDWHV��//&
�����:KLWWLHU�$YHQXH

6XLWH����
0F/HDQ��9LUJLQLD������
1DPH�DQG�$GGUHVV�RI

$WWRUQH\

1RWLFH�RI�$SSRLQWPHQW
1RWLFH�WR�&UHGLWRUV
DQG�1RWLFH�WR
8QNQRZQ�+HLUV

0D U W K D � ) H Q W U H V V
ZKRVH�DGGUHVV �LV ����
0 R Z E U D \ � $ U F K �
1R U I R O N � � 9 L U J L Q L D
�����ZDV �DSSRLQWHG
3 H U V R Q D O
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH
HV WD WH �R I �:L O O L DP
-HIIUH\ �)HQWUHVV �ZKR
GLHG �RQ �)HEUXDU\ ����
���� �ZLWKRXW �D �:LOO
DQG�ZLOO�VHUYH�ZLWKRXW
&RXUW�VXSHUYLVLRQ� �$OO
XQNQRZQ �KHLUV �DQG
K H L U V � Z K R V H
ZKH U H D ERX W V � D U H
XQNQRZQ �VKDOO �HQWHU
WKHLU �DSSHDUDQFH �LQ
W K L V � S U R F H H G L Q J �
2EMHFWLRQV �WR �VXFK
DSSRLQWPHQW �VKDOO �EH
ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�5HJLVWHU
RI�:LOOV��'�&���%XLOGLQJ
$�������WK�6WUHHW��1�:��
�UG�)ORRU��:DVKLQJWRQ�
'&��������RQ�RU�EHIRUH
'HFHPEHU ���� ������
&ODLPV �DJDLQVW �WKH
GHFHGHQW �VKDO O �EH
S UHVHQ WHG � W R � W KH
XQGHUVLJQHG �ZLWK �D
FRS\�WR�WKH�5HJLVWHU�RI
:LOOV�RU�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH
5HJLVWHU�RI�:LOOV�ZLWK
D � F R S \ � W R � W K H
XQGHUVLJQHG� �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �'HFHPEHU ����
����� �RU �EH �IRUHYHU
E D U U H G � � 3 H U V R Q V
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�KHLUV�RU
O H J D W H H V � R I � W K H
GHFHGHQW �ZKR �GR �QRW
UHFHLYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKLV
QRWLFH �E\ �PDLO �ZLWKLQ
�� �GD\V �RI �LWV �ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ �VKDOO �VR
LQIRUP �WKH �5HJLVWHU
RI �:LO OV � � LQFOXGLQJ
QDPH� �DGGUHVV �DQG
UHODWLRQVKLS�

'DWH�RI�ILUVW
SXEOLFDWLRQ
-XQH���������

1DPH�RI�QHZVSDSHU
DQG�RU�SHULRGLFDO�
7KH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV
'DLO\�:DVKLQJWRQ�/DZ
5HSRUWHU
PDUWKDIHQWUHVV#QHWVFDSH�
QHW

��V��0DUWKD�)HQWUHVV
3HUVRQDO

5HSUHVHQWDWLYH

758(�7(67�&23<
�V��1LFROH�6WHYHQV
5(*,67(5�2)�:,//6

-XQH���������������
$G������
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7+(�6(('�38%/,&�&+$57(5�6&+22/

5(48(67�)25�352326$/6

5HQRYDWLRQV�RI�$FDGHPLF�%XLOGLQJ

7KH�6(('�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&�
LV �LQYLWLQJ �ILUPV �WR �VXEPLW �SURSRVDOV �IRU �WKH
5HQRYDWLRQV �RI �$FDGHPLF �%XLOGLQJ� �$GGLWLRQDO
VSHFLILFDWLRQV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH�5HTXHVW�IRU�3URSRVDO
�5)3� �PD\ �EH �REWDLQHG �EHWZHHQ �WKH �KRXUV �RI
����DP�����SP �IURP�

7LPP\�.LPEHU
&KLHI�2I�6WDII

7+(�6(('�38%/,&�&+$57(5�6&+22/�2)
:$6+,1*721��'�&�
�����&�6WUHHW��6(

:DVKLQJWRQ��'&������
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7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU �VXEPLWWLQJ�ELGV�LV �-XQH���� �����
DW ������SP

$OO�ELGV�QRW�DGGUHVVLQJ�DOO�DUHDV�DV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH
5)3�ZLOO�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
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&2817<�2)�63276</9$1,$

,Q �H[HFXWLRQ �RI �D �FHUWDLQ �GHHG �RI �WUXVW �GDWHG
��������� �LQ �WKH �RULJLQDO �SULQFLSDO �DPRXQW �RI
��� ���� ��� � UHFRUGHG � LQ � WKH �&RXQW\ �R I
6SRWV\OYDQLD� �9LUJLQLD� �DV �,QVWUXPHQW �1R�
���������� �DV �DPHQGHG �E\ �DQ �LQVWUXPHQW
DSSRLQWLQJ �WKH �XQGHUVLJQHG �DV �6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH��GHIDXOW�KDYLQJ�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�SD\PHQW
RI�WKH�1RWH�WKHUHE\�VHFXUHG�DQG�DW�WKH�UHTXHVW
RI �WKH �KROGHU� �WKH �XQGHUVLJQHG �6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH�ZLOO�RIIHU�IRU�VDOH�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH
IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�KRXVLQJ�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW�RI
WKH�&2817<�2)�63276</9$1,$��9$�ORFDWHG�DW
�����-XGLFLDO�&HQWHU�/DQH��6SRWV\OYDQLD��9LUJLQLD�
������RQ��-XO\�����������DW��������DP��WKH�SURSHUW\
GHVFULEHG�LQ�VDLG�GHHG�RI�WUXVW� �ORFDWHG�DW�WKH
DERYH�DGGUHVV��ZLWK�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKHUHRQ�DQG
PRUH �SDUWLFXODUO\ �GHVFULEHG �DV �IROORZV� �,1
% ( 5 . ( / ( < � 0 $* , 6 7 ( 5 , $ / � ' , 6 7 5 , & 7 �
63276</9$1,$�&2817<��9,5*,1,$��&217$,1,1*
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%5$1&+ �)$506�� �6$,' �3/$7 �%(,1* �'$7('
-$18$5< ���� ����� �$1' �5(&25'(' �,1 �7+(
&/(5.
6 �2)),&( �2) �7+( �&,5&8,7 �&2857 �2)
63276</9$1,$ �&2817<� �9,5*,1,$ �,1 �'(('
%22.�����$7�3$*(������/(66�$1'�(;&(37��7+$7
3257,21�&217$,1,1*��������� �648$5(�)((7�
025(�25�/(66��&219(<('�72�63276</9$1,$
&2817<� �9,5*,1,$ �%< �'((' �5(&25'(' �$6
,167580(17 �12� ���������� �$021* �7+(
$)25(6$,' �/$1' �5(&25'6� �7(506 �2) �6$/(�
1HLWKHU�WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH�QRU�WKH�KROGHU�RI
WKH�QRWH�VHFXUHG�E\�WKH�GHHG�RI�WUXVW�ZLOO�GHOLYHU
SRVVHVVLRQ �RI �WKH �SURSHUW\ �WR �WKH �VXFFHVVIXO
ELGGHU��7KH�SXUFKDVHU�DW�WKH�VDOH�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG
WR �SD\ �DOO �FORVLQJ �FRVWV� �5HDO �HVWDWH �WD[HV�
ZDWHU�VHZHU�IHHV�DQG�RWKHU�SXEOLF�FKDUJHV�ZLOO
EH�SURUDWHG�DV�RI �WKH�GDWH�RI �VDOH� �7KH�ULVN�RI
ORVV �RU �GDPDJH�WR �WKH �SURSHUW\ �SDVVHV �WR �WKH
SXUFKDVHU�LPPHGLDWHO\�XSRQ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI
WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHHpV�VDOH��7HUPV��$�ELGGHUpV
GHSRVLW�RI�WHQ�SHUFHQW�������RI�WKH�VDOH�SULFH�RU
WHQ�SHUFHQW�SULFH�������RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�SULQFLSDO
EDODQFH�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW�GHHG�RI�WUXVW��ZKLFKHYHU�LV
ORZHU� �LQ �WKH �IRUP �RI �FDVK �RU �FHUWLILHG �IXQGV
SD\DEOH �WR �WKH �6XEVWLWXWH �7UXVWHH �PXVW �EH
SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�VDOH��7KH�EDODQFH�RI�WKH
SXUFKDVH�SULFH�ZLOO�EH�GXH�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�DW�WKH
RIILFH�RI�WKH�6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH��7KH�6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH�UHVHUYHV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�VXVSHQG�ELGGLQJ
SULRU�WR�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI �WKH�VDOH� �7LPH�LV �RI �WKH
HVVHQFH�DV�WR�WKH�FORVLQJ�GDWH�DQG�WKH�SD\PHQW
RI�WKH�SXUFKDVH�SULFH��,I�SD\PHQW�RI�WKH�EDODQFH
GRHV�QRW�RFFXU�ZLWKLQ�WZHQW\�GD\V�RI�WKH�VDOH
GDWH��WKH�GHSRVLW�ZLOO�EH�IRUIHLWHG��6HOOHU�VKDOO�QRW
EH �UHVSRQVLEOH �IRU �DQ\ �FRVWV �LQFXUUHG �E\ �WKH
SXUFKDVHU�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�SXUFKDVH�RU
VHWWOHPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ��ZLWKRXW�OLPLWDWLRQ��VWDWH
DQG �ORFDO �UHFRUGLQJ �IHHV� �WLWOH �LQVXUDQFH �RU
UHVHDUFK� �RU �DQ\ �RWKHU �FRVWV �RI �SXUFKDVHUpV
DFTXLVLWLRQ��7UXVWHH�VKDOO�KDYH�QR�GXW\�WR�REWDLQ
SRVVHVVLRQ�IRU�SXUFKDVHU��$OO �ULVNV�RI�FDVXDOW\
SDVV �WR �VXFFHVVIXO �ELGGHU �DW �FRQFOXVLRQ �RI
ELGGLQJ� �7KH �SURSHUW\ �DQG �WKH �LPSURYHPHQWV
WKHUHRQ �ZLOO �EH �VROG �q$6 �,6r �DQG �ZLWKRXW
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RU �ZDUUDQWLHV�RI �DQ\�NLQG� �7KH
VDOH �LV �VXEMHFW �WR �DOO �OLHQV� �HQFXPEUDQFHV�
FRQGLWLRQV��HDVHPHQWV�DQG�UHVWULFWLRQV��LI �DQ\�
VXSHULRU �WR �WKH �PHQWLRQHG �GHHG �RI �WUXVW �DQG
ODZIXOO\�DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�SURSHUW\��6DOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR
SRVW�VDOH�FRQILUPDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�ERUURZHU�GLG�QRW
ILOH �IRU �SURWHFWLRQ �XQGHU �WKH �8�6� �%DQNUXSWF\
&RGH�SULRU �WR�WKH�VDOH� �DV�ZHOO �DV�WR�SRVW�VDOH
FRQILUPDWLRQ�DQG�DXGLW�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�ORDQ
ZLWK�WKH�ORDQ�VHUYLFHU�LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG
WR� �GHWHUPLQDWLRQ �RI �ZKHWKHU �WKH �ERUURZHU�V�
HQWHUHG �LQWR �DQ\ �UHSD\PHQW �DJUHHPHQW�
UHLQVWDWHG�RU�SDLG�RII�WKH�ORDQ�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH�
,Q�DQ\�VXFK�HYHQW��WKH�VDOH�VKDOO�EH�QXOO�DQG�YRLG�
DQG �WKH �3XUFKDVHUpV �VROH �UHPHG\� �LQ �ODZ �RU
HTXLW\� �VKDOO �EH �WKH �UHWXUQ �RI �WKH �3XUFKDVHUpV
GHSRVLW�ZLWKRXW�LQWHUHVW��$GGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�WR�EH
DQQRXQFHG �DW �WKH �VDOH� �)RU �PRUH �LQIRUPDWLRQ
FRQWDFW� �0LFKDHO �7� �&DQWUHOO� �(VT�� �PHPEHU �RI
6XUHW\ �7UXVWHHV� �DW ������������� �RU
ZZZ�PZF�ODZ�FRP�
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/RXGRXQ�&RXQW\

,Q �H[HFXWLRQ �RI �D �'HHG �RI �7UXVW �LQ �WKH �RULJLQDO
SULQFLSDO�DPRXQW�RI��������������GDWHG�)HEUXDU\����
�����UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH�RI�WKH�&LUFXLW
&RXUW �RI �WKH �/RXGRXQ �&RXQW\� �9LUJLQLD� � LQ
'RFXPHQW�1R��������������������DW�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI
WKH�KROGHU�RI�WKH�1RWH��WKH�XQGHUVLJQHG�6XEVWLWXWH
7UXVWHH�ZLOO�RIIHU�IRU�VDOH�DW�SXEOLF�DXFWLRQ�DW�WKH
HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�&LUFXLW�&RXUW�IRU�/RXGRXQ�&RXQW\�
���(� �0DUNHW�6WUHHW� �/HHVEXUJ��RQ�--XO\��� ������DW
���� �$0 �WKH �SURSHUW\ �GHVFULEHG �LQ �VDLG �GHHG�
ORFDWHG�DW�WKH�DERYH�DGGUHVV�DQG�EULHIO\�GHVFULEHG
DV�

/RW���$����FRQWDLQLQJ��������DFUHV��PRUH�RU�OHVV��DV
VKRZQ�RQ�SODW�UHFRUGHG�LQ�'HHG�%RRN�����DW�3DJH
������ZLWK�DQ\�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKHUHRQ

6XEMHFW �WR �DQ\ �DQG �DOO �FRYHQDQWV� �FRQGLWLRQV�
UHVWULFWLRQV��HDVHPHQWV��DQG�DOO�RWKHU�PDWWHUV�RI
UHFRUG�WDNLQJ�SULRULW\ �RYHU �WKH�'HHG�RI �7UXVW� �LI
DQ\� �DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�DIRUHVDLG�SURSHUW\�

7(506�2)�6$/(��&$6+��$�GHSRVLW�RI������������RU
����RI�WKH�VDOHV�SULFH��ZKLFKHYHU�LV�ORZHU��FDVK�RU
FHUWLILHG�FKHFN�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�VDOH�
EXW �QR �PRUH �WKDQ ����������� �RI �FDVK �ZLOO �EH
DFFHSWHG��ZLWK�VHWWOHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�ILIWHHQ������GD\V
IURP�WKH�GDWH�RI�VDOH��6DOH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�SRVW�VDOH
FRQILUPDWLRQ �WKDW �WKH �ERUURZHU �GLG �QRW �ILOH �IRU
SURWHFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�8�6��%DQNUXSWF\�&RGH�SULRU�WR
WKH�VDOH�ZKLFK�DIIHFWV�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�VDOH��DV
ZHOO�DV�WR�SRVW�VDOH�FRQILUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�RI
WKH�ORDQ�ZLWK�WKH�ORDQ�VHUYLFHU�LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW
OLPLWHG�WR��GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERUURZHU
HQWHUHG�LQWR�DQ\�UHSD\PHQW�DJUHHPHQW��UHLQVWDWHG
RU�SDLG�RII�WKH�ORDQ�SULRU�WR�WKH�VDOH��,Q�DQ\�VXFK
HYHQW� �WKH �VDOH �VKDOO �EH �QXOO �DQG �YRLG� �DQG �WKH
3XUFKDVHUpV�VROH�UHPHG\��LQ�ODZ�RU�HTXLW\��VKDOO�EH
WKH �UHWXUQ �RI �KLV �GHSRVLW �ZLWKRXW �LQWHUHVW�
$GGLWLRQDO�WHUPV�PD\�EH�DQQRXQFHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI
VDOH��3XUVXDQW�WR�WKH�)HGHUDO�)DLU�'HEW�&ROOHFWLRQ
3UDFWLFHV�$FW��ZH�DGYLVH�\RX�WKDW�WKLV�ILUP�LV�D�GHEW
FROOHFWRU�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�FROOHFW�WKH�LQGHEWHGQHVV
UHIHUUHG�WR�KHUHLQ�DQG�DQ\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZH�REWDLQ
ZLOO�EH�XVHG�IRU�WKDW�SXUSRVH�

����6$08(/�,��:+,7(��3�&���6XEVWLWXWH�7UXVWHH

7KLV�LV�D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�D�GHEW�FROOHFWRU�

)25�,1)250$7,21�&217$&7�

6$08(/�,��:+,7(��3�&���������
����9LNLQJ�'ULYH��6XLWH����
9LUJLQLD�%HDFK��9LUJLQLD������
���������������&DOO�%HWZHHQ������D�P��DQG������S�P�
RU�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�VLZSF�QHW
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DVFHUWDLQ �WKH �ORFDWLRQ
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WKH�JURXQG�RI�KDYLQJ
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ
DQG�ZLWKRXW
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�D
SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�2FWREHU�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
' D U U H O O � / D P R Q W H
%ULGJHV �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ��WK� �����
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
'HSXW\�&OHUN

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0LFKHOOH�7HUHVD�&ODUNH
Y�
3UDKODG�6LQJK

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\V�WKDW�WKH
FRXUW�JUDQW�D�GLYRUFH
IURP�WKH�ERQGV�RI
PDWULPRQ\�IURP�WKH
GHIHQGDQW�RQ�WKH�EDVLV
WKDW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�WKDW
WKH�SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ�RU
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�PRUH
WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
-DQXDU\������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
3UDKODG �6LQJK �DSSHDU
DW �WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXU W � DQG �S UR WHF W
KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH�-XO\���������
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����������������

$OH[DQGULD
&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
5DTXHO�+XDOOSD
&RUGRYD
Y�
$PDGRU�$QWRQLR�/RSH]
&RWRQ

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\V�WKDW�VKH
EH�JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�WKH
SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ�RU
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�PRUH
WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
$SULO�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
$PDGRU�$QWRQLR�/RSH]
&RWRQ � �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ��WK� �����
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6W�

$OH[DQGULD�9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
5DXO�/R]D�&RULD
Y�
0DUOHQL�0DPDQL�&DOOH

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
&RPSODLQDQW�SUD\V�WKDW
KH�EH�JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH
D �YLQFXOR �PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH �JURXQGV �WKDW �WKH
SDUW LHV �KDYH � O L YHG
VHSDUDWH �DQG �DSDUW
ZLWKRXW �FRKDELWDWLRQ
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�-XO\�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
0DUOHQL �0DPDQL �&DOOH
DW �WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXU W � DQG �S UR WHF W
KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH�-XO\���WK�������
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW
&RXUW

����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0HGKDQLH�*KHEUHNLGDQ
Y�
6HQDLW�7HNOHPDULDP

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII �EH �JUDQWHG �D
G L Y R U F H � I U RP � W K H
GH I HQGDQ W � RQ � W KH
J U RXQG V � W K D W � W K H
SDUW LHV �KDYH � O L YHG
VHSDUDWH �DQG �DSDUW
ZLWKRXW �FRKDELWDWLRQ
D Q G � Z L W K R X W
LQ WH U UXSW LRQ � IR U � D
SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH �-DQXDU\ ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
6HQDLW �7HNOHPDULDP
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ��WK� ������
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

*UHJ�3DUNV�&OHUN

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Alexandria

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6W�

$OH[DQGULD�9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0RQLFD�8��*LRUIILQR
Y�
*HQDUR�2��6DDYHGUD

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
&RPSODLQDQW �PD\ �EH
DZDUGHG �D �GLYRUFH �D
Y LQFXOR �PDWU LPRQL L
IURP�WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQGV�RI �KDYLQJ
O LYHG �VHSDUDWH �DQG
D S D U W � Z L W K R X W
F R K D E L W D W L R Q � D Q G
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU
D �SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH�'HFHPEHU� ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
*HQDUR�2��6DDYHGUD�DW
WKH�DERYH�QDPHG�FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� ������
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(���������������������

������������

&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
3HGUR�5DXO�&DQFKH]
*RQ]DOHV
Y�
<RXQJ�5DQ�-XQ

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
3ODLQWLII�PD\�EH�DZDUGHG
D�YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�WKH
SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU
PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
0D\�������

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�<RXQJ
5DQ �-XQ �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG�FRXUW �DQG
SURWHFW�KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV
RQ �RU �EHIRUH �-XO\ ����
���� �
'$7(��-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
'HSXW\�&OHUN

-XQH��������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

9,5*,1,$
,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
)25�7+(�&,7<�2)
$/(;$1'5,$

,1�5(�
181(=�2&+2$�
-26(�$/)5('2
0LQRU�&KLOG��'2%���0D\
��������

&DVH�1R�&-��������
181(=�2&+2$��/(',6
3HWLWLRQHU�0RWKHU
=$0%5$12��-8$1
/$,1(=
5HVSRQGHQW�)DWKHU

25'(5�2)
38%/,&$7,21

�7+( �2%-(&7 �2) �7+,6
68,7 �,6 �)25�
3(7,7,21(5�72�2%7$,1
) 8 / / � / ( *$ / � $1'
3+<6,&$/�&8672'<�2)
0,125 �&+,/'� �-26(
$ / ) 5 ( ' 2 � 1 8 1 ( =
2 & + 2 $ � � � 0 , 1 2 5
&+,/'�� �'2% �0$< ����
�����
�,W �DSSHDULQJ �WR �WKLV
+RQRUDEOH�&RXUW�E\�WKH
$IILGDYLW�IRU�WKH�2UGHU
RI �3XEOLFDWLRQ ��)RUP
&& � ���� � � DQG � W KH
3HWLWLRQHU
V�$IILGDYLW�LQ
W K H � 3 H W L W L R Q � I R U
&XVWRG\�RI�0LQRU�&KLOG
ILOHG�RP�1RYHPEHU����
����� �LQ �WKH �-XYHQLOH
DQG�'RPHVWLF�5HODWLRQV
'LVWULFW �&RXUW �IRU �WKH
&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD��WKDW�
�5HVSRQGHQW�FDQQRW�EH
I R X Q G � � D Q G � W K D W
GL O LJHQFH �KDV �EHHQ
XVHG�ZLWKRXW�HIIHFW�WR
DVFHUWDLQ �WKH �ORFDWLRQ
RI �WKH �5HVSRQGHQW�
�,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�WKH
5HVSRQGHQ W � � -8$1
/$,1(= �=$0%5$12�
DSSHDU �EHIRUH �WKLV
&RXUW �RQ �$XJXVW ����
�����DW������$0�IRU�WKH
7 U L D O � + H D U L Q J � L Q
UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKLV�VXLW�WR
SURWHFW�KLV�LQWHUHVWV�
�$1' � L W � L V � IXU WKHU
25'(5(' � WKDW � WKH
DERYH �SDUDJUDSKV �EH
SXEOLVKHG�RQFH�D�ZHHN
IRU �IRXU �FRQVHFXWLYH
Z H H N V � L Q � W K H
:DVKLQJWRQ �7LPHV� �D
QHZVSDSHU �RI �JHQHUDO
FLUFXODWLRQ �LQ �WKH �&LW\
RI �$ OH[DQGU LD � �7KH
&OHUN�RI�WKLV�&RXUW�VKDOO
SRVW �WKLV �2UGHU �DW �WKH
IURQW�RI�WKH�&RXUWKRXVH
DQG�VKDOO�PDLO�D�FRS\�RI
WK L V �2 UGH U � W R � W KH
5HVSRQGHQW� � LI �DQ\�
JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�DIILGDYLW�RI
WKH �3HWLW LRQHU �I L OHG
KHUHZLWK� � �
�(17(5('��0D\��������

/LVD�%��.HPOHU
&LUFXLW�&RXUW�-XGJH

$�&RS\�7HVWH�
-��*UHJ�3DUNV��&OHUN
%\�+DUULVRQ�+DUW

'HSXW\�&OHUN
&HUWLILHG�WKLV���WK�GD\�RI

0D\������

,�$6.�)25�7+,6�
&KULVWLDQ�$��9HJD
&RXQVHO�IRU�3HWLWLRQHU
7KH�/DZ�2IILFHV�RI�5REHUW�.�
/DF\
������0DLQ�6WUHHW�
6XLWH����
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD������
QRWLFHV#UNODF\ODZ�FRP
7HOHSKRQH����������������
)DFVLPLOH����������������

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(���������������������

������������

$/(;$1'5,$�&,5&8,7�&2857
����.,1*�6W�

$/(;$1'5,$��9$������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
6XQJ�0LQ�2K
Y�
-L�-\XQ�/HH

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6KH�EH�JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH
D�YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�-X
+\XQ�/HH�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV
WKDW�WKH�SDUWLHV�KDYH
OLYHG�VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�-DQXDU\�������

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �-L
+\XQ �/HH �DW �WKH �DERYH�
QDPHG�FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW
KLV�KHU �LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU
EHIRUH �-XO\ ���� �����
'$7(�-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

*UHJ�3DUNV��&OHUN
%<�-DFNLH�*DUFLD

'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH��������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Alexandria

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

&LW\�RI�$OH[DQGULD
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
(OLEHWK�3LQHUR
Y�
-RUJH�/XLV�%DFD�)ORUHV

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3OD LQW L I I �EH �JUDQWHG �D
GLYRUFH �IURP �WKH �ERQG �RI
PDWULPRQ\ �RQ �WKH �JURXQG
WKDW�WKH�SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW�ZLWKRXW
FRKDELWDWLRQ �DQG �ZLWKRXW
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�D�SHULRG�RI
RQH�\HDU�VLQFH�-XQH�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
-RUJH�/XLV�%DFD�)ORUHV
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ��WK� ������
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
'HSXW\�&OHUN

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����������������

$OH[DQGULD
&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6WUHHW�

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
:LOPHU�4XHVDGD
Y�
+HOHQ�0DULD�6RWR

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\�WKDW�KH�EH
JUDQWHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR�PDWULPRQLL
IURP�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�RQ
WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�WKH
SDUWLHV�KDYH�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW
ZLWKRXW�FRKDELWDWLRQ�RU
LQWHUUXSWLRQ�IRU�PRUH
WKDQ�RQH�\HDU�VLQFH
-DQXDU\�������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
+H O HQ �0D U L D � 6R WR
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���� �����
'$7(�-XQH��������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

-XQH�����������������
-XO\��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW�&RXUW
����.LQJ�6W�

$OH[DQGULD�9$�������

&DVH�1R��&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
-HVVLFD�5RVHQ�7XORGR
Y�
%XGL�7XORGR

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII�SUD\V�VKH�PD\
EH�DZDUGHG�D�ILQDO
GHFUHH�IURP�WKH
GHIHQGDQW�RQ�WKH
JURXQG�RI�KDYLQJ�OLYHG
VHSDUDWH�DQG�DSDUW�IRU
D�SHULRG�RI�RQH�\HDU
VLQFH�0DUFK�������

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�%XGL
7XORGR �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� �����
'$7(�0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
&OHUN

-XQH����������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$OH[DQGULD�&LUFXLW
&RXUW

����.LQJ�6WUHHW�
5RRP����

$OH[DQGULD��9$������

&DVH�1R���&/��������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
$PDUH�%�
:ROGHPHGKHQ
Y�
6KLWX�%HOD\QFK�$VIDZ

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3ODLQWLII �SUD\V�WKDW �KH
EH�DZDUGHG�D�GLYRUFH�D
YLQFXOR �PDWULPRQLL �RQ
WKH �JURXQGV �WKDW �WKH
J U RXQG V � W K D W � W K H
SDUW LHV �KDYH � O L YHG
VHSDUDWH �DQG �DSDUW
ZLWKRXW �FRKDELWDWLRQ
D Q G � Z L W K R X W
LQ WH U UXSW LRQ � IR U � D
SHULRG �RI �RQH �\HDU
VLQFH �0D\� ������

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
6KLWX �%HOD\QFK �$VIDZ
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\ ���WK� ������
'$7(��0D\���������

-DFNLH�*DUFLD
�&OHUN

*UHJ�3DUNV�&OHUN

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Arlington Co.

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$5/,1*721�&,5&8,7
&2857

�����1�&2857+286(
52$'�

$5/,1*721��9$������

&DVH�1R��&/�����������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
(O�+DFKHPL�%RXDIDG
Y�
9LFWRULQH�2�7RJ�1D\H

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
2EWDLQ�D�GLYRUFH�

,W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
9LFWRULQH �2 �7RJ�1D\H
DW �WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXU W � DQG �S UR WHF W
KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH �-XO\ ��� ����� �DW
����� �DP�
'$7(�0D\��������

3DXO�)HUJXVRQ
&OHUN

0D\����	���������
-XQH����	���������

$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Arlington Co.

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0812=�*21=$/(=�
26:,1�$5,(/

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6((.�6,-6�	�&8672'<
)25�26:,1�0812=
*21=$/(=

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW���,59,1*�$5,(/
6$/$=$5�0812=�DSSHDU
DW � WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�RU
KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
-XO\���������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0812=�*21=$/(=�
0$5,$0�(

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6((.�6,-6�	�&8672'<
)25�0$5,$0�(�0812=
*21=$/(=

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW���,59,1*�$5,(/
6$/$=$5�0812=�DSSHDU
DW � WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�RU
KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
-XO\���������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0812=�*21=$/(=�
0(/$1,(�62),$

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
6((.�6,-6�	�&8672'<
)25�0(/$1,(�62),$
�0812=�*21=$/(=

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW���,59,1*�$5,(/
6$/$=$5�0812=�DSSHDU
DW � WKH �DERYH�QDPHG
FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW�KLV�RU
KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU�EHIRUH
-XO\���������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������������

����
������������

$5/,1*721�&,5&8,7�&2857
�����1��&2857+286(�52$'
$5/,1*721��9$������

&DVH�1R��&/�������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
1HILVD�1XU\H
0RKDPPHG
Y�
&DUO�/HDQGHU�7KRPDV

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
6HHN�IRU�DEVROXWH
GLYRUFH

,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�&DUO
/HDQGHU�7KRPDV�DW�WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �FRXUW
DQG �SURWHFW �KLV�KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
- X O \ � � � � � � � � � � D W
� � � � � DP �
'$7(�0D\���������

3DXO�)HUJXVRQ
&OHUN

$�&23<�7(67(��3$8/
)(5*8621

%<�$QJHOLFD�7
'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

$5/,1*721�&2817<
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R���--������������
--������������

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
3,85$�6$1726��'$1,(/
$1721,2

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
'(7(50,1(�&8672'<
$1'�0$.(
)$&78$/�),1',1*6
5(/(9$17�72�6,-6

,W �LV �25'(5(' �WKDW �WKH
GHIHQGDQW �� �35$6/,0
'$1,(/ �3,85$ �6$1726
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
QDPHG�FRXUW�DQG�SURWHFW
KLV�RU�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH �-XO\ ��� ����� �����
$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

$UPRQL�+RZDUG
�'(387<�&/(5.

-XQH���������	���������
$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Prince William Co.
25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

35,1&(�:,//,$0
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R��--������������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0(/(1'(=�&257(=�
1$7$/<�*

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
'(7(50,1(�&8672'<
2)�1$7$/<�*
0(/(1'(=�&257(=
�'�2�%��$35,/���������
%(7:((1�7+(�3$57,(6

�,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�KH
GHIHQGDQW �:,/)5('2
0(/(1'(= �&257(=
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
QDPHG �&RX U W � D QG
SURWHFW �K LV �RU �KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\����������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

-DVPLQ�+HQGHUVRQ
&/(5.

0D\����	��������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

Order Of Pub - Domestic:
Prince William Co.
25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

35,1&(�:,//,$0
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R��--������������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
27(52�+(51$1'(=�
%5,7+$1<�<

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
2%7$,1�3+<6,&$/�$1'
/(*$/�&8672'<
2)�0,125�&+,/'
%5,7+$1<�<8/,$1$
27(52�+(51$1'(=

�,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�-8/,2
$/(;$1'(5�27(52�'(/
&,'�DSSHDU�DW�WKH�DERYH�
QDPHG�&RXUW�DQG�SURWHFW
KLV�RU�KHU�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�RU
EHIRUH �$XJXVW ���� �����
����� �$0�
'$7(��-XQH��������

3LODU�%DUUHUD
&/(5.

-XQH��������	���������
-XO\��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9D��&RGH�$QQ��������������
���������������������

35,1&(�:,//,$0
&2817<�&,5&8,7�&2857

�����/((�$9(�
0$1$66$6��9$������

&DVH�1R��&/�������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
+,7�.80$5�/$0$
Y�
6$17$�&+21*%$1*
/,0%8

7KH�REMHFW�RI�WKLV�VXLW�LV
WR�
2EWDLQ�D�GLYRUFH�IURP
WKH�ERQG�RI�PDWULPRQ\�

� , W � LV �25'(5(' �WKDW
6$17$ �&+21*%$1*
/,0%8 �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG�FRXUW �DQG
SURWHFW�KLV�KHU�LQWHUHVWV
RQ �RU �EHIRUH �7XHVGD\�
-XO\ ���� �����
'DWH�-XQH��������

-DFTXHOLQH�&��6PLWK��(VT
�&/(5.

-XQH���������	��������
$'������

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�����������

35,1&(�:,//,$0
-89(1,/(�$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
',675,&7�&2857

&DVH�1R��--������������
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
/23(=�0(-,$�
3$0(/$�*(25*,1$

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
3(7,7,21�)25
&8672'<

�,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW��WKH
G H I H Q G D Q W � ' $ 9 , '
$512/'2 �$/9$5$'2
/23(= �DSSHDU �DW �WKH
DERYH�QDPHG �&RXUW
DQG�SURWHFW �KLV �RU �KHU
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\����������������$0�
'$7(��0D\���������

-DVPLQ�+HQGHUVRQ
&/(5.

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

Order Of Pub 
- Domestic

25'(5�2)�38%/,&$7,21
&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�9LUJLQLD
9$��&2'(�������������

67$))25'�-89(1,/(
$1'

'20(67,&�5(/$7,216
&2857

&DVH�1R��--����������������
��

&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI
9LUJLQLD��LQ�UH
0$'5,'�&$5'2=$�
(/,$1�-$68$
0$'5,'�&$5'2=$�
$/%$
Y�
0(=$��&21&(3&,21

7KH�REMHFW �RI �WKLV �VXLW
LV �WR�
2%7$,1�&8672'<�2)
0,125�&+,/'
(/,$1�-$68$�0$'5,'
&$5'2=$�

�,W�LV�25'(5('�WKDW�WKH
G H I H Q G D Q W
&21&(3&,21 �0(=$
DSSHDU �DW �WKH �DERYH�
Q DPHG � F RX U W � D QG
S U R W H F W � K L V � K H U
LQWHUHVWV �RQ �RU �EHIRUH
-XO\����������������$0�
'DWH�0D\���������

&DPHR�:HVW
'HSXW\�&OHUN

0D\����	���������
-XQH���	���������

$'������

Show Cause Notice
9�,�5�*�,�1�,�$�
,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
2)�)$,5)$;�&2817<

,Q�5H��(VWDWH�RI
0DUN�-XOLXV�*XWWDJ�
��'HFHGHQW

�),��������������
25'(5�72�6+2:
&$86(�$*$,167
',675,%87,21

�,W �DSSHDULQJ �WR �WKH
&RXUW �WKDW �D �UHSRUW �RI
WKH �DFFRXQWV �RI �(ULF
*XWWDJ� �$GPLQLVWUDWRU
RU �WKH �(VWDWH �RI �0DUN
- X O L X V � * X W W D J �
GHFHDVHG� �DQG �RI �WKH
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW �KLV �HVWDWH�KDV
EHHQ�ILOHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V
2IILFH��DQG�WKDW�DW�OHDVW
V L [ �P R Q W K V � K D Y H
H ODSVHG � V LQFH � WKH
T X D O L I L F D W L R Q � � R Q
PRWLRQ�RI�XQGHUVLJQHG
FRXQVHO�&KULVWRSKHU�7�
&UDLJ��LW �LV�WKHUHIRUH�
�25'(5(' � WKDW �WKH
FUHGLWRUV �RI� �DQG �DOO
RWKHUV �LQWHUHVWHG �LQ�
WKH �(VWDWH �WR �VKRZ
FDXVH��LI �DQ\�WKH\�FDQ�
RQ�WKH���WK�GD\�RI�-XO\�
������EHIRUH�WKLV�&RXUW
DW�LWV�FRXUWURRP�DW�����
$0 � � D J D L Q V W � W K H
SD\PHQW �DQG �GHOLYHU\
RI �WKH �(VWDWH �RI �0DUN
- X O L X V � * X W W D J �
G H F H D V HG � � W R � W K H
GHFHGHQW
V�GLVWULEXWHV
Z L W KRX W � U HTX L U L Q J
U H I XQG L QJ � ERQGV �
�,7 �,6 � �25'(5(' �WKDW
WKH �IRUHJRLQJ �SRUWLRQ
R I � W K L V � R U G H U � E H
SXEOLVKHG�RQFH�D�ZHHN
IRU�WZR�����VXFFHVVLYH
Z H H N V � L Q � 7 K H
:DVKLQJWRQ �7LPHV� �D
QHZVSDSHU �RI �JHQHUDO
FLUFXODWLRQ �LQ �)DLUID[
&RXQW\� �9LUJLQLD�
0D\���������

6WHSKHQ�6KDQQRQ
-XGJH�RI�WKH�)DLUID[�&RXQW\

&LUFXLW�&RXUW

,�$6.�)25�7+,6

&KULVWRSKHU�7��&UDLJ
�96%�1R��������
-RKQ�'DYLG�&RNHU
�96%�1R��������
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�RI�WKH�(VWDWH
RI�(ULF�-XOLXV�*XWWDJ
&RRN�&UDLJ�	�)UDQFX]HQNR�
3//&
�����&KDLQ�%ULGJH�5RDG�
6WH�����
)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD������
2IILFH����������������
)D[����������������
FFUDLJ#FRRNFUDLJ�FRP
MGFRNHU#FRRNFUDLJ�FRP
&RXQVHO�IRU�(ULF�*XWWDJ�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�RI�WKH�(VWDWH
RI�0DUN�-XOLXV�*XWWDJ

7+(�$'0,1,675$725
6+$//�6(1'�&23,(6�2)
7+(�6,*1('�25'(5�72�

6WHYHQ�7KRPDV�*XWWDJ
�����6W��0DUJDUHW
V�'ULYH
$QQDSROLV��0'������

%DQN�RI�$PHULFD��1�$�
3�2��%R[�������
(O�3DVR��7;�����������
UH��

�����DQG�

����

&KDVH�&DUGPHPHPEHU
6HUYLFHV
3�2��%R[����
0LQQHDSROLV��01������
UH��

����

.DUO�0DULRQ�*XWWDJ
�����/DPSDVDV�'ULYH
$OOHQ��7;������

:HOOV�)DUJR�%DQN��1�$�
3�2��%R[�����
3RUWODQG��25������
UH��

����

&KULVWRSKHU�7��&UDLJ
�96%�1R���������
-RKQ�'DYLG�&RNHU�
�96%�1R���������
&RRN�&UDLJ�)UDQFX]HQNR�
3//&
�����&KDLQ�%ULGJH�5RDG�
6XLWH����
)DLUID[��9$������
FFUDLJ#FRRNFUDLJ�FRP
MGFRNHU#FRRNFUDLJ�FRP
&RXQVHO�IRU�(ULF�*XWWDJ�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU
RI�WKH�(VWDWH�RI�0DUN�-XOLXV
*XWWDJ

-XQH���	���������
$'������

9�,�5�*�,�1�,�$�
,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
)25�)$,5)$;�&2817<

,Q�5H�
-DPHV�'HQQLV�0DOHFN�
�GHFHDVHG

),�������������

6+2:�&$86(�25'(5

���,7�$33($5,1*�WKDW�D
UHSRUW�RI�WKH�DFFRXQWV
R I � 5 \ D Q � ' D Y L G
6QLDWHFNL� �([HFXWRU �RI
WKH �(VWDWH �RI �-DPHV
' H Q Q L V � 0 D O H F N �
GHFHDVHG� �DQG �RI �WKH
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW�WKLV�(VWDWH�KDV
EHHQ�ILOHG�LQ�WKH�&OHUN
V
2IILFH� �DQG �WKDW �VL[
PRQWKV �KDYH �HODSVHG
VLQFH�WKH�TXDOLILFDWLRQ
R I � 5 \ D Q � ' D Y L G
6QLDWHFNL� �([HFXWRU�
� �,7 �,6 �25'(5(' �WKDW
WKH�FUHGLWRUV�RI��DQG�DOO
RWKHUV �LQWHUHVWHG �LQ�
WKH �HVWDWH �GR �VKRZ
FDXVH� �LI �WKH\ �FDQ� �DW
���� �D�P� �RQ �WKH ���WK
GD\ �R I � -X O\ � � ���� �
EHIRUH�WKLV�&RXUW�DW�LWV
FRXUWURRP�DJDLQVW�WKH
SD\PHQW �DQG �GHOLYHU\
RI �WKH �DVVHWV �RI �WKH
(VWDWH�RI�-DPHV�'HQQLV
0DOHFN� �GHFHDVHG� �WR
L W V � O H J D W H H V � D Q G
GLVWULEXWHHV� �ZLWK �RU
Z L W KRX W � U HTX L U L Q J
U H I XQG L QJ � ERQGV �
� � , 7 � , 6 � )857+(5
25'(5(' � WKDW � WKH
IRUHJRLQJ �SRUWLRQ �RI
WKLV�2UGHU�EH�SXEOLVKHG
RQFH �D �ZHHN �IRU �WZR
VXFFHVVLYH �ZHHNV �LQ
WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV�
D�QHZVSDSHU�RI�JHQHUDO
FLUFXODWLRQ �LQ �)DLUID[
&RXQW\� �9LUJLQLD�
� � �(17(5(' �WKLV ���WK
GD\ �RI �0D\� �����

6WHSKHQ�&��6KDQQRQ
-XGJH

,�$6.�)25�7+,6�

&RXQVHO�IRU
5\DQ�'DYLG�6QLDWHFNL�
([HFXWRU�RI�WKH�(VWDWH
RI �-DPHV �'HQQLV �0DOHFN�
GHFHDVHG

.HYLQ�/��6WHPSOH
96%�������
.LPEHUO\�0DUWLQ�7XUQHU
96%�������
<DWHV�&DPSEHOO�//3
�����&KDLQ�%ULGJH�5RDG
)DLUID[��9$������
��������������
����������������ID[�
NVWHPSOH#
\DWHVFDPSEHOO�FRP
NWXUQHU#
\DWHVFDPSEHOO�FRP

-XQH���	���������
$'������

Show Cause Notice
&20021:($/7+�2)
9,5*,1,$�
,1�7+(�&,5&8,7�&2857
)25�7+(�&2817<�2)

)$,5)$;

,1�5(�(67$7(�2I
3+,/(1$�%�
:(5'(1��
�����GHFHDVHG

&LYLO�$FWLRQ�1R��),����������

6+2:�&$86(�25'(5
$*$,167

',675,%87,21
�,W �LV �RUGHUHG �WKDW �WKH
FUHGLWRUV �RI� �DQG �DOO
RWKHU�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH
DERYH �HVWDWH �VKRZ
FDXVH� �LI �WKH\ �FDQ� �RQ
WKH ���VW �GD\ �RI �-XQH�
���� � � D W � � � �� �$0 �
EHIRUH�WKLV�&RXUW�DW�LWV
FRXUWURRP� �DJDLQVW
SD\PHQW �DQG �GHOLYHU\
RI �WKH �HVWDWH �WR �WKH
O H J D W H H V � Z L W K R X W
UHTXLULQJ �UHIXQGLQJ
ERQGV�
�,W �LV �IXUWKHU �RUGHUHG
WKDW � WKH � IRUHJRLQJ
SRUWLRQ�RI�WKLV�RUGHU�EH
SXEOLVKHG�RQFH�D�ZHHN
IRU �WZR �VXFFHVVLYH
ZHHNV �LQ �:DVKLQJWRQ
7LPHV��D�QHZVSDSHU�RI
JHQHUDO �FLUFXODWLRQ �LQ
WKH�&RXUW
V�MXULVGLFWLRQ�
LW �DSSHDULQJ �WKDW �D
UHSRUW�RI�WKH�DFFRXQWV
RI�%HYHUO\�$QQ�:LOVRQ�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU �&7$ �RI
WKH �HVWDWH� �DQG �RI �WKH
GHEWV �DQG �GHPDQGV
DJDLQVW�WKH�GHFHGHQW
V
HVWDWH�KDV�EHHQ�ILOHG�LQ
WKH�&OHUN
V�2IILFH��DQG
WKDW �VL[ �PRQWKV �KDYH
H O D S V H G � V L Q F H
T X D O L I L F D W L R Q � D V
$GPLQLVWUDWRU �&7$�

6WHSKHQ�&��6KDQQRQ
-XGJH

(17(5�0D\���������

,�DVN�IRU�WKLV�

'DZQ�0��'DOH
96%��������
6DJH7UXVW�/DZ�*URXS��3//&
�����+XQWLQJ�$YHQXH
0F/HDQ��9LUJLQLD������
��������������WHOHSKRQH�
'GDOH#6DJH7UXVW�/DZ
&RXQVHO�IRU�%HYHUO\�$QQ
:LOVRQ�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�&7$�RI�WKH
(VWDWH
RI�3KLOHQD�%��:HUGHQ

-XQH����	���������
$'������
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.
Use logic and the process of elimination to solve the
puzzle. The difficulty level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to
Silver to Gold (hardest). 

© 2023 by Janric Enterprises. Dist. by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PUZZLES:

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE/David L. Hoyt & Jeff Knurek IN THE BLEACHERS/Steve MooreRUBES/Leigh Rubin

B.C./Mastroianni & Hart

DICK TRACY/Shelley Pleger & Mike Curtis

CARPE DIEM/Niklas Eriksson

DOGS OF C-KENNEL/Mick & Mason Mastroianni

THE BUCKETS/Greg Cravens

BOUND & GAGGED/Dana Summers

LOLA/Todd Clark

BROOM-HILDA/Russell Myers

HERB & JAMAAL/Stephen Bentley

ROSE IS ROSE/Pat Brady & Don Wimmer

ADAM @ HOME/Rob Harrell

STRANGE BREW/John Deering BLISS/Harry BlissPARDON MY PLANET/Vic LeeTHE FLYING McCOYS/Glenn & Gary McCoyBOTTOM LINERS/Eric & Bill Teitelbaum

Rating: Gold Out of Sight
www.stanxwords.com

By Mark McClain, Edited by Stanley Newman

POOCH CAFE/Paul Gilligan

TO OUR READERS: Th e Washington Times printed the incorrect Fun & Games in Wednesday’s editions. Fun & Games for June 12 is printed below. Today’s Fun & Games is on B11. 
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and 3x3 block.
Use logic and the process of elimination to solve the
puzzle. The difficulty level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to
Silver to Gold (hardest). 

© 2023 by Janric Enterprises. Dist. by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PUZZLES:

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE/David L. Hoyt & Jeff Knurek IN THE BLEACHERS/Steve MooreRUBES/Leigh Rubin

B.C./Mastroianni & Hart

DICK TRACY/Shelley Pleger & Mike Curtis

CARPE DIEM/Niklas Eriksson

DOGS OF C-KENNEL/Mick & Mason Mastroianni

THE BUCKETS/Greg Cravens

BOUND & GAGGED/Dana Summers

LOLA/Todd Clark

BROOM-HILDA/Russell Myers

HERB & JAMAAL/Stephen Bentley

ROSE IS ROSE/Pat Brady & Don Wimmer

ADAM @ HOME/Rob Harrell

STRANGE BREW/John Deering BLISS/Harry BlissPARDON MY PLANET/Vic LeeTHE FLYING McCOYS/Glenn & Gary McCoyBOTTOM LINERS/Eric & Bill Teitelbaum

Rating: Bronze Not About You
www.stanxwords.com

By Fred Piscop, Edited by Stanley Newman

POOCH CAFE/Paul Gilligan
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Director Denis Ville-
neuve concluded his 
cinematic adaptation 
of Frank Herbert’s 

infl uential science-fi ction novel 
with the release of the con-
tinuation of his masterpiece 
in Dune: Part Two (Warner 
Bros. Home Entertainment, 
rated PG-13, 166 minutes, 
2.39:1 aspect ratio, $39.98), 
now available in the ultra-high-
defi nition format.

The second movie by Mr. 
Villeneuve sends viewers back 
to the dangerous desert planet 
of Arrakis, the home of the 
major source of the addictive 
spice drug melange.

Specifi cally, the story picks 
up after House Harkonnen’s 
army — led by the grotesquely 
evil Baron Vladimir Harkonnen 
(Stellan Skarsgard) and dunder-
headed nephew Beast Rabban 
(Dave Bautista) — has suc-
cessfully attacked and wiped 
out House Atreides, including 
killing its leader, Duke Leto 
Atreides (Oscar Isaac).

His son Paul (Timothee 
Chalamet) escapes with his 
mother Lady Jessica (Rebecca 
Ferguson), a Bene Gesserit 
(part of a witchlike, highly 
religious, political faction), and 
they plot a course of revenge, 
including challenging the 
distant Emperor (Christopher 
Walken).

This can occur only if they 
are accepted and embrace the 
culture of the planet’s indig-
enous residents, a secretive and 
stealthy group of tribes called 
the Fremen.

Paul, now referred to as 
Usul Muad’Dib, must also ac-
cept his leadership role as the 

“Mahdi” (“the one who will 
lead us to paradise”), inspire 
the Fremen and make Arrakis 
free and green.

The cast shines throughout. 
Given plenty of room to defi ne 
their characters, the actors 
include Josh Brolin as former 
Atreides military leader turned 
smuggler Gurney Halleck; 
Austin Butler as the baron’s 
psychotic, bloodthirsty nephew 
Feyd-Rautha; Zendaya as Paul’s 
Fremen love interest Chani; and 
Javier Bardem as Fremen tribe 
leader Stilgar.

Mr. Villeneuve’s vision 
exceeds expectations in both 
scope, technical merit, cos-
tuming and extreme, riveting 
action.

The engorged plot of the 
pair of fi lms (roughly fi ve hours 
in total) manages to intel-
ligently condense but simply 
explain the complex themes 
and characters of the original 
896-page novel.

His two-part “Dune” epic 
may go down as one of the 
best science fi ction fi lms of all 
time.

4K in action: The crisp 
presentation culled from a 
4K master format continues 
to bring to the screen a living 
undulating desert concocted 
by Mr. Villeneuve and cinema-
tographer Greig Fraser with 
moments such as the eclipsed 
sun off ering a glowing orange 

tint to the environments, or 
a sandstorm enveloping the 
emperor’s silvery ball-shaped 
landing craft hovering above 
the Harkonnen’s stronghold on 
Arrakis.

Viewers also get a welcome 
expose of the massive terrain-
shifting sandworms, including 
watching Paul fi nally getting a 
chance to ride one in a visually 
spectacular scene replete with 
waves of sand granules pelting 
the hero as his anchors grip the 
creature.

Other reference quality 
spotlights include the Harkon-
nen’s army attacking a moun-
tainside in fi ery, exploding 
splendor; a gladiatorial arena 
fi lled with chalky, pale-skinned 
Harkonnens watching Feyd-
Rautha slaughter opponents; 
and Fremen blasting the 
enemy’s fl uttering ornithopters 
(dragonfl y-looking attack heli-
copters) out of the sky as they 
fl ame down into the sand.

Best extras: Warner Bros. 
off ers a collection of eight 
short production featurettes 
for those accessing the 4K 
disc, but owners will fi nd the 
real bounty when using the 
included digital code and 
watching via a favorite stream-
ing service, including Fan-
dango, Amazon Prime Video or 
iTunes, for a couple of hours of 
bonus content.

The online collection starts 

with a 20-minute look at the 
cast and 11 key characters in-
cluding Paul, all supplemented 
by interviews with the actors 
and director.

Viewers then get a quartet 
of encyclopedic, multimedia-
style segments with narration 
called Filmbooks. They cover 
Dune mythology such as House 
Corrino, the Bene Gesserit rev-
erend mother, the importance 
of water on Arrakis and the 
coming of the messiah to the 
desert planet.

A trio of inside-the-fi lm 
segments (around fi ve minutes 
each) follows, covering the 
fi ghts between Gurney and 
Beast, Paul and Feyd-Rautha, 
and a focus on the eff ects and 
combat during the spice har-
vester attack sequence.

Featurettes that overlap the 
disc include another hour’s 
worth of information on pro-
duction design, shooting loca-
tions, costuming, music, sound 
eff ects, the cinematic magic 
behind riding a sandworm, 
bringing to life the Freeman 
language of Chakobsa, a look at 
Beast’s fl ying thopter (a bumble 
bee-shaped troop transport), 
and Mr. Butler transforming 
into Feyd-Rautha.

All include interviews with 
key crew and cast such as Mr. 
Villeneuve, Mr. Fraser, produc-
tion designer Patrice Vermette, 
producers Mary Parent and 
Tanya LaPointe, special eff ects 
supervisor Gerd Nefzer, prop 
master Doug Harlocker, dialect 
coach Fabien Enjalric, visual ef-
fects supervisor Paul Lambert, 
costume designer Jacqueline 
West and makeup eff ects artist 
Love Larson.

‘Dune: Part Two’ concludes sci-fi  epic in 4K

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (June 13). You 
know just how you 
want to grow. This 
year expands your 
range professionally and 
personally. Your sense of 
community is strong and 
you’ll be a part of truly 
remarkable groups who 
make a diff erence in the 
world. More highlights: a 
climb, a prize and a speech. 
You’ll adopt new domes-
tic routines and enhance 
your health and image in 
the process. Aquarius and 
Sagittarius adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 40, 42, 31, 
11 and 12.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). There are many ways 
to ask for what you want. 
Because hints and implica-
tions only work for people 
on your wavelength, these 
kinds of subtle winks and 
nudges are a good way 
to fi nd out who fi ts the 
category.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). You’ll encourage a 
loved one along their indi-
vidual path, even when it 
doesn’t nicely coincide with 
what you want for or from 
the person. Love is selfl ess 
like that, wanting what’s best 
for the other person even if 
it doesn’t benefi t you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Transformations are 
always happening, though 
often too slowly to detect 
over the course of a day. 
Keep thinking about what 
you really want and who 
you want to be. In the words 
of Shakespeare, “We know 
what we are, but not what 
we may be.”

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). Because you’re doing 
so well, it may seem greedy 
to want to be doing even 
better. But why shouldn’t 
you try for the very best? 
Anyone who doesn’t under-
stand this is not completely 
on your side. Make sure that 
you are also on your own 
side.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
What seems personal to you 
is also part of a problem af-
fecting much of society. For 
this reason, it’s important to 
talk about what you’re going 
through. You could be help-
ing many others by simply 

acknowledging the 
issues.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). You’ll no-
tice the small things 

that detract from the overall 
eff ect, but you are wise not 
to stay in the narrow focus 
because problems will be 
solved from a high-level 
perspective. The small stuff  
will resolve on its own.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). No one opposes you on 
purpose, but nonetheless, 
you will have opposition. 
Nothing is inevitable about 
this. You don’t have to crash, 
scrape or stall in impasse. 
Stay alert. Grace is possible.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). Beware of the person 
who makes no mistakes, 
as they might be covering 
them up. Everyone is fl awed, 
but not everyone admits 
it. You’ll benefi t from time 
spent with people who 
openly discuss mistakes and 
invite assistance.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). There’s no need 
to drum up excitement; 
it will come on its own 
accord. In the meantime, 
loved ones appreciate your 
solidity and consistence. 
You can be counted on. 
Your moods and attitudes 
are predictable in the best 
kind of way.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). A decision must be 
made soon, but not today. 
Let the ideas aff ecting your 
decision mellow in your 
mind a bit. The conventional 
way won’t be the best fi t for 
you. Times are diff erent, and 
you’re diff erent, too.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You are open to a 
variety of outcomes as long 
as they favor the people 
you care about. Because it’s 
people, not outcomes, that 
are your top priority. You 
care about how they feel and 
their well-being.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). To focus on things that 
don’t really matter in the 
bigger scheme of life is the 
very defi nition of pettiness 
and a sign of immaturity, 
but it is also quite forgivable 
and you might even benefi t 
from expecting this from the 
inexperienced.
CREATORS.COM

DEAR ABBY: 
For a long time, 
I thought I was 
unable to have chil-
dren. My doctors 
told me it would 
be a diffi  cult process and 
my chances were low due 
to chronic illnesses I live 
with. I have accepted this 
fact, because having a 
family was the reason I 
divorced in my late 20s. My 
ex didn’t want it, and I did, 
though I didn’t yet know I 
was likely infertile. Learn-
ing this aft erward was 
devastating, but I pivoted 
into recovery with grit and 
faith.

I’m in my 30s now, and 
my closest friends are 
women who have infertility 
issues as well, or who have 
chosen to be childless. I 
have built a happy life that 
includes travel, an MBA, 
an exciting career and the 
bandwidth to be a support 
system for others. I’ve 
made my health a priority 
and I have learned to love 
my body.

Well, to our great 
surprise, my boyfriend 
and I learned we were 
pregnant six weeks ago. 
So far, all the signs point 
to this being a healthy, 
viable pregnancy, and we 
couldn’t be more thrilled. 
We are both ready for this 
next big adventure. But 
knowing how painful birth 
announcements can be 
for people with infertility, 
I’m reluctant to share my 
happy news.

As I near my second 
trimester and my life 
begins to change shape 
to welcome our miracle, I 
wonder how I can compas-
sionately let my commu-
nity know in a way that 
honors what we’ve been 

through together. 
I’m worried about 
bitterness dur-
ing a time of so 
much sweetness. 
— ELATED IN THE 

MIDWEST
DEAR ELATED: My 

warmest congratulations 
to you and your boyfriend. 
Because you realize that 
it may upset some of your 
friends, forgo a big bash an-
nouncement and confi de in 
a few of your closest friends. 
Knowing human nature, I’m 
sure the news will spread 
quickly.

Those who love you will 
be happy for you. Those 
who can’t bring themselves 
to feel that way will fade 
into the background, but 
please do not feel guilty for 
your happiness, because you 
are entitled to it.

DEAR ABBY: How do 
you handle an annoying 
neighbor who refuses to 
use his own trash and 
recycle bins and sneaks 
his discards into mine 
on pickup day? He lives 
alone, as do several 
women in the neighbor-
hood, and he’s not helpful 
to anyone but himself, in 
good weather or bad. Th e 
only time he speaks to me 
is when he has a com-
plaint about overgrown 
shrubs or trees near his 
property. What should I 
say? — ANNOYED NEIGH-
BOR IN NEW MEXICO

DEAR NEIGHBOR: Say 
you do not want him to put 
anything in your garbage 
cans. If he continues to do 
it, you may have to buy cans 
you can lock. Of course, you 
will have to unlock them for 
pickup, but it may be worth 
the trouble to ensure your 
garbage is “pristine.”
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

News of pregnancy likely to 
make waves among group
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ZADZOOKS!
BY JOE SZADKOWSKI

ABIGAIL
VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY

HOLIDAY 
MATHIS

HOROSCOPE

BY MIKE SCHNEIDER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORLANDO, FLA. | A new at-
traction starring the fi rst Black 
Disney princess is opening at 
the company’s U.S. theme park 
resorts, and some Disney follow-
ers see it as a fi tting replacement 
to a former ride based on a movie 
that contained racist tropes.

The new theme park attrac-
tion updates Tiana’s storyline 
from the 2009 animated film 
“The Princess and the Frog” and 
is opening this year in the space 
previously occupied by Splash 
Mountain. The water ride had 
been themed to “Song of the 
South,” a 1946 Disney movie fi lled 
with racist cliches about Black 
Americans and plantation life.

Tiana’s Bayou Adventure 
keeps Splash Mountain’s DNA as 
a log-fl ume ride, but it’s infused 
with music, scenery and anima-
tronic characters inspired by the 
fi lm set in 1920s New Orleans. It 
opens to the public this month 
at Walt Disney World in Florida 
and at Disneyland in California 
later this year.

“For little Black girls, Tiana 
has meant a lot. When a little 
child can see somebody who 
looks like them, that matters,” 
said Neal Lester, an English 
professor at Arizona State Uni-
versity, who has written about 
Tiana.

Disney’s announcement that 
it would transform its longstand-
ing Splash Mountain ride into 
Tiana’s Bayou Adventure was 
made in June 2020 following the 
social justice protests sparked by 
the murder of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis police custody. At 
the time, Disney said the change 
had already been in the works. 
But it came as companies across 
the U.S. were reconsidering or 
renaming decades-old brands 
amid worldwide protests.

The “Song of the South” fi lm is 
a mix of live action, cartoons and 
music featuring an older Black 
man who works at a plantation 
and tells fables about talking ani-
mals to a White city boy. The fi lm 
has been criticized for its racist 
stereotypes, and hasn’t been re-
leased in theaters in decades and 
isn’t available on the company’s 

streaming service Disney+.
Disney has been criticized for 

racist tropes in fi lms made in ear-
lier decades. The crow characters 
from the 1941 fi lm “Dumbo” and 
the King Louie character from 
1967’s “The Jungle Book” were 
viewed as Black caricatures. The 
depiction of American Indians in 
the 1953 movie, “Peter Pan,” and 
the Siamese cats — often deemed 
as Asian stereotypes — from the 
1955 fi lm “Lady and the Tramp” 
also have been derided.

Not everyone is sold on 
the belief that opening a ride 
based on Tiana’s story solves 
Disney’s past problematic racial 
depictions.

By refurbishing Splash Moun-
tain into Tiana’s Bayou Adven-
ture instead of dismantling the 
attraction completely, Disney 
has linked “Song of the South” 
with “The Princess and the Frog.” 
Both are fantasies that are silent, 
for the most part, on the racial 
realities of the segregated eras 
they depict, said Katie Kapurch, 
an English professor at Texas 
State University who has written 
widely about Disney.

“We might see the impulse 
to replace rather than dismantle 

or build anew as a metaphor 
for structural racism, too,” Ms. 
Kapurch said. “Again, this is un-
intentional on Disney’s part, but 
the observation gets to the heart 
of how Disney refl ects America 
back to itself.”

Imagineers who design the 
Disney rides are always attempt-
ing to look at the attractions 
with fresh eyes and ways to tell 
new stories “so that everybody 
feels included,” said Carmen 
Smith, a senior vice president 
for Disney Parks, Experiences 
and Products.

“We never want to perpetuate 
stereotypes or misconceptions,” 
Ms. Smith said Monday. “Our 
intention is to tell great stories.”

It’s also important for the 
Imagineers to tell a variety of 
stories for its global audience, 
said Charita Carter, a senior cre-
ative producer at Walt Disney 
Imagineering.

“Society does change, and we 
develop diff erent sensibilities,” 
Ms. Carter said. “We focus our 
stories differently depending 
what our society needs.”

The transformation from 
Splash Mountain to Tiana’s 
Bayou Adventure is one of several 

recalibrations at the entertain-
ment giant’s theme parks for 
rides whose storylines are con-
sidered antiquated or off ensive.

In 2021, Disney announced 
it would remodel Jungle Cruise, 
one of the original Disney parks’ 
rides, which had been been crit-
icized in years past for being 
racially insensitive because of 
its depiction of animatronic In-
digenous people as savages or 
headhunters. Three years before 
that, Disney eliminated a “Bride 
Auction” scene, deemed off en-
sive since it depicted women 
lining up for auction, from its 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” ride.

It’s a positive step for Disney 
to have a ride based on a charac-
ter from a background not seen 
in previous versions of Disney 
princesses replacing an attrac-
tion from a fi lm steeped in racist 
tropes since “representation mat-
ters,” Mr. Lester said.

“Disney is fi rst and foremost 
about money and getting people 
into the park, and you can make 
money, still have representation 
and be aware of social justice 
history and make everyone feel 
like they belong there,” Mr. Les-
ter said.

ATTRACTIONS

Refurbishing a classic park attraction
Remodeled ride 
for fi rst Black 

Disney princess 
opens soon

ORLANDO SENTINEL VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Princess Tiana (left ) helps Walt Disney World President Jeff  Vahle preview Tiana’s Bayou Adventure at the 
Magic Kingdom on Monday. Th e ride — redeveloped from the original Splash Mountain— opens June 28.
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NFL

Commanders QB Daniels 
says he is not a star yet

ASHBURN | Jayden Daniels has 
received plenty of praise from team-
mates and coaches since the Wash-
ington Commanders took him second 

overall in the draft 
and off season 
workouts began.

That does not 
mean he thinks 
he has already ar-
rived as an impact 
player in the NFL.

“I ain’t a star quarterback yet,” 
Daniels said at minicamp Wednesday. 
“I got a long way to go. I’m a rookie.”

Daniels threw the football well 
enough at LSU to win the Heisman 
Trophy in his fi nal college season and 
become a top pro prospect. He did 
catch some heat for throwing a slightly 
wayward fi rst pitch before a Washing-
ton Nationals game over the weekend.

He chalked it up to another chance 
to experience being a central fi gure in 
the sports scene in the area. Interac-
tions with fans have also so far been 
positive.

“Everybody is telling me good luck, 
praying for a good season,” Daniels 
said, “Obviously they’re excited, ex-
cited with the new regime out here.”

NHL

Capitals reach deal to buy 
CapFriendly salary details site

The Washington Capitals reached a 
deal to buy CapFriendly, a popular site 
that has long been a source of NHL 
salary information and will soon no 
longer be available to other teams or 
fans.

General manager Brian MacLel-
lan confi rmed the agreement in a 
statement Wednesday. The site will 
continue to operate independently 
through the draft in late June and start 
of free agency before the transac-
tion is completed in the middle of the 
summer.

Assistant GM Don Fishman has 
been an expert in managing the salary 
cap for several years, helping Wash-
ington win the Stanley Cup in 2018 and 
reach the playoff s 15 times in the past 
17 seasons. The Capitals believe this 
will give them an even bigger boost in 
navigating the fi nances of the game.

“This strategic move will provide 
the Capitals organization with the 
ability to digest, present and analyze 
both our internal and league-supplied 
data,” MacLellan said. “We anticipate 
that this acquisition will signifi cantly 
enhance and integrate the various 
branches of our hockey operations 
department, allowing us to strengthen 
our management, scouting, analytics 
and player development, in addition 
to augmenting our salary cap and con-
tractual applications.”

SOCCER

Messi says Inter Miami 
will be ‘my last club’

Lionel Messi says Inter Miami will 
be “my last club.”

The 36-year-old World Cup cham-
pion isn’t thinking about joining an Ar-
gentine club to write the last chapter 
of playing career.

“I think Inter Miami is going to be 
my last club. Today I think it is going 
to be my last club,” the Argentina cap-
tain said in an interview with ESPN.

Messi is preparing with his national 
team to compete in the Copa América 
in the United States. Argentina is the 
defending champion.

The former Barcelona star led Ar-
gentina to the World Cup title in Qatar 
in 2022. He has won a record eight 
Ballon d’Or awards and left European 
football last year to join the MLS club.

Messi’s contract with Inter Miami 
is set to expire at the end of the 2025 
season.

NFL

Saleh, Jets have ‘no issue’ with 
Rodgers’ minicamp absence

FLORHAM PARK, N.J. | Aaron Rodg-
ers’ absence is no big deal as far as 
Robert Saleh and the New York Jets 
are concerned.

The quarterback not being present 
for the team’s two-day minicamp made 
headlines when Saleh announced 
Tuesday neither Rodgers nor edge 
rusher Haason Reddick would attend 
and both were unexcused absences 
that were subject to fi nes.

Saleh said Rodgers was away for 
a previous commitment that “is very 
important to him” — and something 
he told the team about ahead of time. 
Meanwhile, Reddick’s absence appears 
to stem from a contract issue.

On Wednesday, Saleh was asked 
specifi cally whether Rodgers was 
aware the team would term his ab-
sence as “unexcused.”

“I talked about it yesterday, but 
Aaron and I are on the exact same 
page,” Saleh said. “There’s no issue 
between Aaron — or his teammates, 
for that matter.”
FROM WIRE DISPATCHES AND STAFF REPORTS.

SPORTS
BRIEFS

that award was given out, and still the 
only time it went to a player on the losing 
team — and was selected as part of the 
NBA’s 75th anniversary team.

“He was absolutely my basketball 
sage: wise, loyal and so much fun,” 
Clippers owner Steve Ballmer said. “If 
you were in his presence, you felt his 
competitiveness and his drive. He cared 
about everything and everyone.”

West was general manager of cham-
pionship teams with the Lakers, help-
ing build the “Showtime” dynasty. He 
also worked in the front offi  ces of the 
Memphis Grizzlies, the Golden State 
Warriors and the Clippers. Among his 
many highlights as an executive with 
the Lakers: he drafted Magic Johnson 
and James Worthy, then brought in 

Kobe Bryant and Shaquille O’Neal to 
win more titles.

His basketball life bridged genera-
tions: West played with Elgin Baylor, 
whom he called “the most supportive 
and the greatest player of that era,” and 
Wilt Chamberlain. Even in the fi nal years 
of his life, West was considered basket-
ball royalty. He routinely sat courtside 
at Summer League games in Las Vegas, 
often watching many games in a day 
while greeting long lines of players — 
LeBron James among them — who would 
approach to shake his hand.

James, on social media, off ered his 
condolences: “Will truly miss our convos 
my dear friend! My thoughts and prayers 
goes out to your wonderful family! For-
ever love Jerry! Rest in Paradise my guy!”

West is 25th on the NBA’s all-time 
scoring list. The league has never con-
fi rmed that West was in fact the model 
for its logo — a player dribbling a ball, 

set against a red-and-blue background 
— but has never said otherwise, either.

“While it’s never been officially 
declared that the logo is Jerry West,” 
Silver said in 2021, “it sure looks a lot 
like him.”

West is still the NBA Finals’ all-time 
leader in total points. He played in the 
title series nine times with the Lakers; 
his teams went 1-2 against the New 
York Knicks, and 0-6 against the Celt-
ics. “Those damn Celtics,” he often said. 
West also hit one of the most famed 
shots in fi nals history, a 60-footer at 
the buzzer of Game 3 of the 1970 series 
between the Knicks and Lakers to force 
overtime.

Michael Jordan said he considered 
West “a friend and mentor — like an 
older brother to me.”

“I valued his friendship and knowl-
edge,” Jordan said. “I always wished 
I could have played against him as a 

competitor, but the more I came to know 
him, I wish I had been his teammate. I 
admired his basketball insights and he 
and I shared many similarities to how 
we approached the game.”

A native of Chelyan, West Virginia, 
West was known as a tenacious player 
who was rarely satisfi ed with his per-
formance. He grew up shooting at a 
makeshift outdoor basket, often out 
there until his fi ngers bled. He became 
the fi rst high school player in state his-
tory to score more than 900 points in a 
season, averaging 32.2 points in leading 
East Bank High to a state title.

Basketball, he would later reveal, was 
his therapy.

In his 2011 memoir, “West by West: 
My Charmed, Tormented Life,” West 
chronicled a lifelong battle with depres-
sion. He wrote that his childhood was 
devoid of love and fi lled with anger as a 
result of an abusive father.

WEST
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BY VALERIE RICHARDSON

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

There may be a transgender athlete 
at the 2024 Paris Olympics, but it won’t 
be Lia Thomas.

The former University of Pennsylva-
nia swimmer’s dream of competing for 
a women’s Olympic medal was eff ec-
tively dashed after an international panel 
dismissed Thomas’ case against the 
World Aquatics transgender-eligibility 
standards.

The Swiss-based Court of Arbitration 
for Sport said Thomas lacks standing to 
challenge the 2022 policy update, which 
bars male-to-female transgender swim-
mers from competing in elite women’s 
events if they have undergone male 
puberty.

The group also created an “open” cat-
egory for “swimmers of all sex and gen-
ders identities,” but no swimmers reg-
istered  for the category at its October 
debut at the World Aquatics Swimming 
World Cup in Berlin.

Thomas, 25, who transitioned from 
male to female in college, called the 
court’s decision “deeply disappointing.”

“Blanket bans preventing trans 
women from competing are discrimina-
tory and deprive us of valuable athletic 
opportunities that are central to our 
identities,” Thomas said in a statement to 
ESPN. “The CAS decision should be seen 
as a call to action to all trans women ath-
letes to continue to fi ght for our dignity 
and human rights.”

World Aquatics cheered the court’s 
decision, calling it “a major step forward 
in our eff orts to protect women’s sport.”

“We remain committed to working 
collaboratively with all stakeholders to 
uphold the principles of inclusivity in 
aquatic sports and remain confi dent that 
our gender inclusion policy represents a 
fair approach,” said the authority based 
in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Thomas expressed interest in com-
peting in women’s Olympic swimming 
after winning the 500-yard freestyle at 
the 2022 NCAA women’s swimming 

championships, becoming the fi rst male-
born athlete to win an NCAA Division I 
women’s title.

The Ivy League athlete’s success fu-
eled a global debate over fairness versus 
inclusion in women’s sports that led 
some global athletic governing bodies to 
tighten their transgender eligibility crite-
ria, including World Aquatics and World 
Athletics, the track-and-fi eld authority.

Because Thomas has not competed 
internationally and is not registered with 
World Aquatics, the court concluded 
that the swimmer “lacks standing to 

challenge the policy and the operational 
requirements in the framework of the 
present proceeding.”

The U.S. Olympic Team Trials are 
scheduled for June 15-23 in Indianapolis, 
but Thomas’ name is not on the “psych 
sheets”  released  Tuesday that list the 
competitors in each event.

Others applauding the court ruling 
included Riley Gaines, who tied for fi fth 
with Thomas in the 200-yard freestyle 
at the 2022 championships.

“Great news! Lia Thomas won’t be 
able to compete in women’s category at 
the Olympics or any other elite competi-
tion,” she posted on X. “He has just lost 
his legal battle in Court of Arbitration for 
Sport ruling. This is a victory for women 
and girls everywhere

British developmental biologist 
Emma Hilton, a critic of male-born ath-
letes in female sports, called the court’s 
ruling “procedural” but nonetheless 
“great news for women.”

“Thomas is a male swimmer wishing 
to compete in the female category,” she 
posted on X. “Thomas shot through the 
ranks—who would have predicted? —
after switching to the female category in 
NCAA. World Aquatics’ policy-making 
process was exemplary: transparent, 
informed, constructive.”

British Olympic swimming medalist 
Sharron Davies said: “Good, no elite fe-
male athlete will have to lose out to this 
mediocre 6’4ft male swimmer.”

• This article was based in part on wire 
service reports.

SWIMMING

Court tosses Thomas’ challenge to transgender policy

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Th e Court of Arbitration for Sport said Wednesday that its panel of three judges 
dismissed transgender swimmer Lia Th omas’ request for arbitration with the World 
Aquatics governing body, dashing hopes of competing in this summer’s Olympics.

“There’s nobody in Vancouver cheer-
ing for the Oilers just because we all live 
in Canada,” said Ferraro, who’s broad-
casting the fi nal for ESPN. “Edmonton 
is Edmonton’s team. And it is a source of 
pride. We’d like to get, I’m sure, in this 
country a Stanley Cup champion again, 
but it is city by city.”

Kulak, who also played for Calgary 
and Montreal, nonetheless hopes the 
rest of Canada is pulling for the Oilers. 
Jason Demers, who played briefl y for 
Edmonton last year before retiring, is 
a bit biased based on his personal con-
nections but would like to see the run of 
29 consecutive U.S.-based Cup winners 
come to an end.

“We haven’t had a Cup in 30 years,” 
said Demers, who is working the series 
for NHL Network. “Why wouldn’t we 
be cheering for them as a country? 
Because the U.S. has all but dominated 
it. Obviously, there’s Canadian players 
(who have won), but having a team, an 
organization and everything, I think it’s 
really good for us.”

The 1993 Montreal Canadiens remain 
the last team from Canada to hoist the 
Cup. That capped a 10-year run with 
eight Canadian champions, including the 
Oilers winning it fi ve times from 1984-90.

As recently as 2004-07, one of the 
NHL’s seven Canadian teams made the 
fi nal three straight times, but it’s been 
rare ever since. Vancouver lost to Boston 
in seven games in 2011, Montreal in fi ve 
to Tampa Bay in 2021 — and that’s it.

Hall of Famer Mark Messier captained 

the fi nal title team of the Oilers dynasty 
after Wayne Gretzky was traded to Los 
Angeles, a move that set the stage for 
U.S. Sun Belt expansion and made it 
possible for teams such as the Florida 
Panthers to thrive in so-called nontradi-
tional markets. The native of St. Albert, 
just outside Edmonton, marvels at how 
far hockey has reached beyond Canada 
but is still glad there are so many home-
grown players in this fi nal.

“The stories are rich with great Ca-
nadian players who’ve played the game,” 
said Messier, who is providing analysis 
for ESPN during the fi nal. “Being a Ca-
nadian on a Canadian team in the fi nals 
(looking for the fi rst championship) 
since 1993, it’s incredibly exciting. We as 
Canadians have always had a lot of pride 
at the international level.”

At the international level, Canada has 

thrived, including back-to-back Olym-
pic gold medals in 2010 and ‘14 when 
NHL players participated. Edmonton’s 
Corey Perry played an important role 
on each of those teams; now he is the 
only Canadian on the roster old enough 
to remember Patrick Roy and the Habs 
beating Gretzky and the Kings in ‘93.

Even though the Oilers have one of 
the oldest teams in the league, a vast ma-
jority were not alive for the Canadiens’ 
record 24th Cup celebration. Since then, 
there have been plenty of near misses: 
Calgary lost to Tampa Bay in seven 
games in 2004, Edmonton to Carolina in 
seven in ’06, Ottawa to Anaheim in fi ve in 
’07 before the Vancouver and Montreal 
trips to the fi nal. The latter came when 
an all-Canadian North Division guaran-
teed one team from the country a spot 
in the semifi nals.

NHL
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among the major league leaders with 19 
homers, said he likes Houston reliever 
Ryan Pressly using Johnny Cash’s “God’s 
Gonna Cut You Down” as his warmup 
music. Growing up in Tampa, Florida, 
he also remembers Tantric’s “Down and 
Out” as the walk-up song for former Rays 

infi elder Evan Longoria.
“That kind of always stuck with me,” 

Tucker said.
Soto, 25, has used Daddy Yankee’s 

“HOT” as his walk-up music in the past. 
He was traded from San Diego to New 
York in December, and he went with 
Jay-Z’s “Empire State of Mind” for his 
home debut with the Yankees.

“For me, it’s gotta be something 
that gets you hyped, it gets you really 

thinking about what you’re gonna do,” 
Soto said. “Something that, you want the 
fans to get crazy but you want yourself 
to get crazy, too.”

Soto has been using “Estamos Ar-
riba” by Bad Bunny and Towers, a song 
he said he got from Milwaukee Brewers 
shortstop Willy Adames.

Asked for one of his favorite combi-
nations involving another player, Soto 
pointed to Charlie Blackmon with the 

Colorado Rockies. Blackmon uses “Your 
Love” by The Outfi eld.

“I don’t know the name of the song, 
but I know it’s just like, I just know it 
says that, ‘I just wanna (use) your love 
tonight,’ and whenever they say love they 
just turn it off  and the whole crowd goes, 
‘To-night!’” Soto said. “It was so good. 
I was like, ‘Oh my God, this is great.’ I 
think that’s the only guy who can have 
that walk-up song.”

CARDS
From page B14

think having a shorter club in is very im-
portant. But then into the greens, you’ve 
got to play very, very conservatively. I 
think just hitting the greens itself is of 
high value.”

There have been plenty of illustra-
tions of that.

Jordan Spieth was practicing to the 
right of the par-3 ninth green on Wednes-
day afternoon, aiming toward a coaster 
the size of a golf hole on the left side. 
He pitched it hard, well past the hole to 
the top of a small ridge so that it would 
roll back toward his target. And it did 
just that, but it was a foot too far to the 
left and before long had run all the way 
off  the green.

“This is one you putt,” Spieth told 
Sam Burns. Instead of walking over to 
his bag for a putter, Spieth used the 

left-handed putter of alternate Josh Rad-
cliff  and gave it a whack.

It can be hard to keep track of golf 
balls, especially when a practice group 
has four players, with balls rolling all 
over the place, some of them winding 
up off  the green.

Such is the nature of Pinehurst No. 
2. And while the course is more than a 
decade removed from its restoration 
project that returned sandy areas with 
native plans instead of thick rough, 
it’s the greens that give the course its 
character.

And then it’s up to the USGA to make 
conditions so demanding that only the 
most highly skilled players can handle 
them. Such is the essence of the U.S. 
Open.

John Bodenhamer, the chief cham-
pionships offi  cer at the USGA who is 
in charge of setting up the course, said 
2014 data showed 70% of the players 
hit the fairway, but only 56% of them 

hit the green.
“It is all about these magnifi cent up-

side-down cereal bowl putting greens,” 
Bodenhamer said. “They are diffi  cult to 
hit, and we need to get the right fi rm and 
fast conditions around them.”

And when players miss the greens — 
from the fairways, sometimes from putts 
that roll off  the crowned edges — there 
are options.

“I was joking with my caddie, ‘We 
should probably get our putter checked.’ 
I’ve never swung so hard on my putter 
for nine holes, just trying to get up and 
down the mounds,” PGA champion 
Xander Schauff ele said. “There’s certain 
spots where you feel like you have to hit 
it really hard. You hit it too hard, you 
putt it off  the other side of the green.

“Leaving yourself in a really good posi-
tion is A-1,” he said. “But even when you do 
leave yourself in a good position, the hole 
is not over yet. It’s sort of half the battle.”

Clark won last year at Los Angeles 

Country Club with a score of 10-under 
270. That week also started with 
Schauff ele and Rickie Fowler setting a 
U.S. Open record of 62 in the opening 
round some 10 minutes apart.

No one expects that kind of scor-
ing this week. Bryson DeChambeau, 
who studied physics at SMU, cited Boo 
Weekley, who barely studied at all dur-
ing his brief time at Abraham Baldwin 
Agriculture College.

“Pinehurst is no joke. This is a ball-
striker’s paradise,” DeChambeau said. 
“You have to hit it in the middle of the 
greens. And this is a Boo Weekley quote, 
but the center of the green never moves. 
So I’ll try to focus on that this week.”

There is more trouble than just the 
greens. The sandy areas - “sandscapes” is 
what they are called in these parts - have 
wiregrass bushes the size of basketballs 
speckled across the terrain. Hit in there 
and hope - it could be a clean lie, it could 
be trouble.

GOLF
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EDMONTON, ALBERTA | Connor McDa-
vid on the ice is an electrifying, must-
watch sensation fi t for the big screen. Off  
the ice, he does not think there is much 
“Hollywood” to him.

“Just a Canadian kid,” McDavid said.
A Canadian kid who has led the 

Edmonton Oilers to the Stanley Cup 
Final, four wins away from bringing 
hockey’s hallowed trophy back to the 
birthplace of the sport for the fi rst time 
since 1993 - four years before he was 
born. While fans in Winnipeg, Calgary 

and Vancouver might not be rooting 
for a hated rival to win it all, the Oilers 
have as good a case as anyone in recent 
NHL history to get this close to ending 
the drought and truly call themselves 
Canada’s team.

The Edmonton roster has the high-
est makeup of Canadians of any Cup 
fi nalist over the past two decades. The 
lineup that takes the ice Thursday night 
for Game 3 in front of a raucous crowd 
starved for a championship could in-
clude as many as 16 of the 20 natives on 
the team.

“It gives you extra motivation, extra 
passion to do it for your country,” said 

defenseman Brett Kulak, who along 
with goaltender Stuart Skinner is from 
Edmonton itself. “Very few guys on the 
team who aren’t Canadian. We all kind 
of can get behind that.”

Longtime NHL forward Ray Ferraro, 
a native of Trail, British Columbia, who 
now lives in Vancouver, argued before 
the series that Canada as a country is 
not getting behind the Oilers. He likened 
it to the New York Yankees reaching 
the World Series and not counting on 
much support from American League 
fans elsewhere.

NHL

Canadian-rich Oilers eager to snap 
nation’s 31-year Stanley Cup drought 

BY TIM REYNOLDS
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Jerry West, who was selected to the 
Basketball Hall of Fame three times in a 
storied career as a player and executive, 
and whose silhouette is considered to be 
the basis of the NBA logo, died Wednes-
day morning, the Los Angeles Clippers 
announced.

He was 86.
West, nicknamed “Mr. Clutch” for 

his late-game exploits as a player, was 
an NBA champion who went into the 
Hall of Fame as a 
player in 1980 and 
again as a member 
of the gold medal-
winning 1960 U.S. 
Olympic Team in 
2010. He will be en-
shrined for a third 
time later this year 
as a contributor, 
and NBA Commis-
sioner Adam Silver 
called West “one of the greatest execu-
tives in sports history.”

“He helped build eight championship 
teams during his tenure in the NBA - a 
legacy of achievement that mirrors his 
on-court excellence,” Silver said.

West was “the personification of 
basketball excellence and a friend to all 
who knew him,” said the Clippers, who 
employed him as a consultant for the last 
seven years. West’s wife, Karen, was by 
his side when he died, the Clippers said.

West was an All-Star in all 14 of his 
NBA seasons, a 12-time All-NBA selec-
tion, part of the 1972 Los Angeles Lakers 
team that won a championship, an NBA 
Finals MVP when the Lakers lost to the 
Boston Celtics in 1969 — the fi rst year 

NBA

Hall of Fame 
player, exec 
Jerry West 
dies at 86
Served as NBA 
logo inspiration
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PINEHURST, N.C. | Pebble Beach has the 
Pacifi c Ocean. Oakmont is the brute with 
its church pew bunkers. Pinehurst No. 2 
has the cereal bowls turned upside down.

The greens at Pinehurst No. 2 are the 
signature of this Donald Ross course 
that hosts the 124th U.S. Open starting 
on Thursday. They go by any variety 
of names — upside-down cereal bowls, 
inverted saucers, turtlebacks or domes.

Whatever they’re called, they are 

universally regarded as daunting, par-
ticularly for a U.S. Open already known 
as the toughest test in golf.

“You hit it on the green, the hole is not 
done,” defending champion Wyndham 
Clark said.

He played when he arrived on Mon-
day and was amazed and how fi rm and 
fast they already were, calling them 

“borderline” in terms of fairness. And 
this was still three days out from the 
opening tee shot on Thursday.

Perhaps that’s why in three previous 
U.S. Opens at Pinehurst No. 2, a total 
of four players fi nished the champion-
ship under par. One was Payne Stewart, 
thanks to that famous 15-foot par putt on 
the fi nal hole to beat Phil Mickelson in 

1999 at 1-under par.
Martin Kaymer took advantage of 

the rain-softened conditions and bril-
liant golf to win in 2014 at 9 under, with 
Rickie Fowler and Erik Compton eight 
shots behind and the only other players 
in red numbers for the week.

“I’d say in general, I think the best 
players play aggressively off  the tee and 
conservatively into the greens. I think 
this course is basically that strategy — 
just on steroids,” Viktor Hovland said. “I 

GOLF

A cut above the rest

Pinehurst course stands apart as a 
U.S. Open test due to signature greens
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Juan Soto has been on baseball cards 
with Ken Griff ey Jr., Mike Trout, Fer-
nando Tatis Jr., Manny Machado and 
Xander Bogaerts.

But this one, well, this one was a little 
diff erent for Soto. This one had the New 
York Yankees slugger and Puerto Rican 
musician Daddy Yankee.

“It surprised me. It really struck me 
when they told me. ... It came over to 
my house, and I saw myself with Daddy 
Yankee,” Soto said. “It was just great. I 
mean, the Big Boss! It’s just great.”

The Soto-Daddy Yankee collabora-
tion is one of two “Signature Tunes” 
cards that are part of the latest edition 

of Topps Series 2 as the famed card 
company shines a light on players and 
the artists behind their walk-up music.

Houston Astros slugger Kyle Tucker 
and rap superstar Travis Scott are on the 
other “Signature Tunes” card. Scott is 
from Houston, and he gave the Astros 
pairs of his Air Jordan 1 Low Olive shoes 
last year.

There are 25 autographed versions of 
each duo in Series 2, which was released 
on Wednesday.

“You don’t see too many of those, 
you see them typically with another 
player or something like that,” Tucker 
said. “But to be on a card or baseball 
card with someone that kind of has a 
further reach outside of baseball is, I 
think, pretty cool.”

Daddy Yankee and Myke Towers — 
another Puerto Rican musician — also 
are included in the set’s “ First Pitch “ 
insert cards, highlighting the ubiquitous 
pregame ritual.

Clay Luraschi, the head of product 
development for Topps, said music, 
particularly walk-up, and for pitchers, 
warmup music, has become an important 
part of the game.

“What we really do is, we think about, 
OK, the core of it for Series 2 or Series 
1, our fl agship, it’s baseball,” he said, 
“but what are the other things that are 
like surrounding the game that fans are 
also interested in? And that’s where we 
come up with these other ideas that we 
feel like, you know, fi t into the world of 
the game.”

Tucker was placed on the 10-day in-
jured list on Friday with a bruised right 
shin. But he has been using Rich Homie 
Quan’s “Walk Thru” as his walk-up song 
before his plate appearances. He has 
used Scott’s “Escape Plan” in the past.

“Walk Thru” had been Michael Brant-
ley’s walk-up tune before he retired in 
January after fi nishing his career with 
the Astros.

“It was kind of somewhat of a tribute 
to Mike’s career and stuff . And I just kind 
of kept it going,” Tucker said. “Really the 
fi rst game I got a couple of hits when I 
used it, so I just kept rolling with it and 
it’s done pretty well for me.”

The 27-year-old Tucker, who is 

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

‘Signature Tunes’ card sheds light on Soto’s walkup music
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“I’m just a Canadian kid,” Oilers star Connor McDavid said in leading Edmonton to the 
Stanley Cup Final and four wins away from bringing hockey’s hallowed trophy back to 
the birthplace of the sport for the fi rst time since 1993, four years before he was born.» see NHL | B13

TOPPS VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Yankees slugger Juan Soto is paired up 
with musician Daddy Yankee for the 
Topps Series 2 “Signature Tunes” card, 
shedding a light on his walkup music. » see CARDS | B13

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rory McIlroy hits from the native area on the third hole during a practice round for the U.S. Open on Wednesday in Pinehurst, North Carolina. Th e U.S. Open begins Th ursday.
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