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Premium Heritage
FASHION & LIFESTYLE EXHIBITION Opens

JUNE EDIT BLLJeFLY

70+
Exhibitors

from all over

India, Showcasing
the best of..
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DRESSES Q SAREES .. JEWELLERY' :
Embracing traditions with a - From a Handloom Saree " Beitcustom handmade -
dash of elegance. Dress is . to Banrasi, Silk, Tussar is - jewellery or designer :
an expression of your a perfect attire to make - jewellery, a jewellery
personality. a woman look gorgeous. P o \ compliments any look.
At The HAAT EXHIBITION At g At .
Eirhn:l drpssef; from a huge The HAAT EXHIBITION The HAAT EXHIBITION +
collection featurin 1 - ema x
all under one oof. featized by extibitots s ;ﬂ‘{ﬂﬂ;‘:ﬂ‘" e .

from all aver India. of being special. .

r il

Handbags are crucial
and a must have
fashion accessory for
every woman Buy a
latest design handbag,

e

5 Give your home a new look
. from a collection of Bed cover,
Pillow cover and cushions.

clutches At The HAAT EXHIBITION
other accessories find the very best t
At The home fusrmishi s
HAAT EXHIBITION A collection all under one root. =
find the very best Bag ¥ :
collection all .
under one roof. *
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FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY -

JUNE'24 ' 11AM TO 8PM
*

HALDIRAM BANQUET HALL

24 BALLYGUNGE PARK ROAD,
v 3rd floor, Kolkata - 19 (Opp. of CCFC Club)

APPAREL » SAREES » WESTERNS » FUSION WEAR « HANDMADE & DESIGNER JEWELLERY « EAGSI VALET
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MONTHLY WEEKDAY MOYIE PASS

GET FREE
FOOD VOUCHERS _
WORTH 7350* -
WITH 3 MONTHS
SUBSCRIPTION

ﬁdFE OR DIE

SCANTHIS ORTO F ik
= ' HORROR,/COMEDY BADBOYSRIDEORDIE AGTION | 117 MINS MR, & MRS. MAHI SPORTS/DRAMA

BOOK TICKETS | WATCH TRAILERS | SUBSCRIBE T0 PASSPORT %< MUNJYA
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BRIDAL-CONTEMPORARY+INDIAN

Amit Aggarwal, Aneesh Agarwal,

ANNUAL DISCOUNT
Anushree Reddy, Chandrima,

Divyam Mehta, Faabiiana, Jayanti Reddy,
Kora, Mishru, Nidhi Tholia, Nupur Kanol,
Pankaj & Nidhi, Peachoo, Ridhima Bhasin,

Upto Summer py priyanka, Varun Nidhika,
Vivek Narang & more

60% OFF

elahe

www.elahe.in

23, Ritichie Road, Opposite St. Lawrence School, Kolkata. ® 9830800718
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LUCY HALE, STEFFI GRAF,

BOY GEORGE

This year, you should be feeling very ambitious and
motivated. You will be overcoming financial cbstacles.
Finding the balance within you is the key. When you find
your own balance, you learn to tune out all the outside
interference and tune into your own wisdom, Your
repressed emotions and blocked chakras are the cause

of your health issues.

I PS

— Nita Chhotalal

by Nita Chhotalal

s ARIES

DO show love and help
between the generations

DON'T get into disputes
over money and property
EXPECT inheritance or
other capital that is due

€5 TrURUS

DO get organised and set
firm boundaries in life

DON'T be judgmental

EXPECT protection and
support in any venlure

D) GEMINI

DO focus onwhat you want
and make it happen
DON'T be afraid to explore
new oplions

EXPECT your efforts to be
rewarded

€D cancer

DO give unconditionally to
those around you

DON'T be a miser

EXPECT akarmic debt o
be paid and bring personal
peace

D Leo

DO ignore the gossip of
others

DON'T get tied to a com-
mitment that is enslaving you

EXPECT tofollow your
higher instincts

€N vireo

DO allow your heart, not
your head to guide you
DON'T get stressed

EXPECT existing conflicts
to be resolved

@GP LiBRA

DO saleguard your
pOSSEssions

DON'T get discouraged

EXPECT to fight hard for
what belongs to you

& scoreio

DO find time to focus on
yourself

DON'T get frustrated by the
delays

EXPECT to find solutions
to your problems

€2 SAGITTARIUS

DO what is practical and
take a long-term view
DON'T be laid-back
EXPECT to take a deci-

sion that will benefit you in the
coming months

&) caprICORN

DO surrender rather than
fight an old situation

DON'T be impatient

EXPECT sudden and
unexpected change

€ rquarius

DO put your own interests
first

DON'T be too demanding

EXPECT responsibility
and leadership at work or at

&S pisces

DO look at asituaionina
completely different way
DON'T waste precious time

EXPECT io put aside old
ways of thinking

Nita Chhotalalis on ﬁ @ Divine Grace - Nita Chhotalal IE}] wmysticalguidancevnita
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BAAZAR KOLKATA BRINGS THE MAGIC
OF DISNEY AND THE ADVENTURE OF
MARVEL TO YOUR WARDROBES

realms of fashion,
toevoke nostalgia
from carefree
childhood days. From
chic casualwear to
exciting kidswear,
the collection has
something for every
fashionista.

Umesh Sharma,
head of marketing,
Baazar Kolkata,
said: “We think that
fashion is a form of
sell~expression, and
what better way to
express yvoursell than

eading fashion

destination, Baazar

Kolkata recently got into

a partnership with global
leaders in family entertainment
Disney and Marvel. The brand
launched the collection across its
173 outlets.

The collaboration is poised
to integrate fashion with fantasy
and create a unique shopping
experience for patirons.

With this collection, Baazar
Kolkata has invited shoppers
toembark on an enchanting
journey where Disney's
favourite characters and Marvel
superheroes blend into the

through the magicof

Disney. Each piece in
our collection is crafted with love
and attention to detail, ensuring
that our customers not only look
fabulous but also feel a sense
of wonder and nostalgia. This
collection will spark creativity
and help one find one's
inner fashionista by bringing
a whimsical touch to one’s
clothing, regardless of one's
interest in fashion. Thelaunch of
the Disney and Marvel collection
also acts as a testament to the
brand's commitment to bringing
joy and excitement toits
customers.”

Picture courtesy: Baazar Kolkata
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I Dr. Kunal Sarkar
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Pavan Varma

Dr. Jayaprakash
Narayana

Dr. Rimi B.
Chatlarjee

Saturday | 15th June 2024 | 6:30 PM
AC Auditorium

Disclaimer; Views and opinions expressed by the invited speakers are those of our speakers and do not reflect those of the Club
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100% + 3%
EXTRA

VALUE ON EXCHANGE OF OLD GOLD
BOUGHT FROM ANY JEWELLER®

*Conditions Apply.

PLAIN GOLD |[STUDDED GOLD
CHARGES ; . Z
START AT 4_7% 8%

The original since 1864

5, CAMAC STREET, NEAR THEATRE ROAD KOLKATA (033 40064905) .
NEAR PANTALOONS, KANKURGACHI KOLKATA (033 40052214/15/16) T -

Scan this QR CODE

For franchise inquiry, please call on 9158635000 or send email on franchisee@tbzoriginal.com
to get surprise instant gift
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WITH APPLE INTELLIGENCE, THE COMPANY

LEAPS FORWARD IN THE Al GAME WITH A
FOCUS ON EMPOWERING USERS

pple is 48 years old,
which has put enough
maturity on its side to
come up with a roadmap
for delivering artificial
intelligence better than most
companies, especially when
one considers its deep-rooted
commitment towards privacy.
With Apple Intelligence, the Tim
Cook-led company proves that so
far talks about Al being a “new
species” have been futile and there
15 a chance to make use of the
technology in ways that can prove
helpful to users.

“We want Al not to replace our
users, but to empower them,” said
senior vice-president of software
engineering Craig Federighi
when he took the stage with John
Giannandrea, Apple's senior vice-
president of machine learning
and Al strategy, at the Steve Jobs
Theatre soon after WWDC's
keynote moment.

These are the two people
who have been closely involved
with Apple's strategy to revamp
Sird, bringing machine learning
to devices and the Cloud and
everything around Al that Apple
announced.

WHAT MAKES APPLE
INTELLIGENCE
DIFFERENT?
Apple Intelligence is something
that all Apple users can put to
use, Thanks to its silicon, the set
of Al features is being favoured
over what most Cloud-based
competition is promising to offer.
Instead of looking Al from the
perspective of a big model, think of
it as a collection of smaller models
that can efficiently run on Apple's
devices and chips themselves,
There will, of course, be times
when more power would be
required. More of that later.
The company hasn't been stagnant
around Al though it didn’t use the
terminology vastly in the past.
Your iPhone already has around
200 machine-learning models
already to tackle everything, from

curating memories to detecting a
car erash. And now it has become
far more powerful.

Giannandrea said that the
“right approach” “is to have a series
of different models and different
sizes for different use cases”. He
said the company has worked to
createa 3-billion parameter model
as part of Apple Intelligence. More
the parameters, more the memory
and computing power 1s needed to
I'un a model.

Apple’s strategy is faster than
exclusive Cloud-based offerings
besides, it has more privacy
benefits. Using, say, the iPhone,
Al can make sense of one’s
appointments. For example, if
Al could know that you need to
keep anappointment and youare
running late, why not help with
a mail asking the meeting to be
rescheduled. Usually, it's a series
of time-consuming processes but
Apple Intelligence can make it
happen like clockwork.

Federighi offered an example:
His phone knows who his kid
is. “We're not sort of taking this
teenager and telling him to gofly
anairplane. ‘Here's what you're
good at. You can flip burgers or
something."™

“We think about what it means
for intelligence to be really useful, it

APPLE INTELLIGENCE IS

WORKING AROUND PERSONAL
CONTEXT. THE YEARS 2023 AND
2024 PROVED TO BE YEARS OF Al

HYPERDRIVE BUT THE

TECHNOLOGY NEEDED APPLE TO
MOVE THE CONVERSATION AWAY

FROM HYPED Al MODELS

has to be centred on you,” Federighi
said. “That requires some really
deep thoughts about privacy.”

The strategy is allowing Apple
to focus on reducing hallucinations
inits models partly by using
curated data. “We have put
considerable energy into training
these models very carefully.
Sowe're pretty confident that
we're applying this technology
responsibly,” Glannandrea said.

For Apple, Al isa long-term
strategy and the Apple Intelligence
way of working will allow the
company deliver big improvements
and features over the years
to ensure the iIPhone remains
relevant for a very long time. Also,
the strategy ensures that Apple
[ntelligence will be less prone (if at
all) to hallucinate.

Consider some of the new
features Apple Intelligence can
handle: Summarize and rewrite
documents, generate small images,
and translate conversations in
real-time., Or consider amore
complicated feature: Enable users
to generate new emaojis using Al
without connecting to the Internet.
All these features are coming your
way this fall

PERSOMNAL CONTEXT
There is a gaping chasm between

Apple has
announced
new updates
across its
platforms that
help empower
users and keep
them in control
of their data.
Picture: Apple
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< Apple CEOTim Cook pictured
welcoming Craig Federighi (extreme
right) and John Glannandrea (centre)
to the Steve Jobs Theatre to speak
about the announcements made
during Apple’s WWDC keynote.
Picture: Reuters

WE THINK ABOUT WHAT IT
MEANS FOR INTELLIGENCE TO BE
REALLY USEFUL, ITHAS TO BE
CENTRED ON YOU. THAT
REQUIRES SOME REALLY DEEP
THOUGHTS ABOUT PRIVACY

— Craig Federighi

what people expect from Al and
what many tech companies are
telling the world about Al First,
people donot care about a trillion-
parameter neural network because
that very term 1s meaningless,

The Alusers are looking for has
todo with making things easy.

Who wants to go through 2,723
photographs to stitch togethera
short video of afamily holiday™ Let
thedevice do the heavy lifting. We
want Siri to take care of multistep
tasks and if Al is needed to generate
original visuals, let those be emojis
and not deepfakes.

Apple Intelligence is working
around personal context. The
years 2023 and 2024 proved to be
yvears of Al hyperdrive but the
technology needed Apple to move
the conversation away from hyped
Al models.

NO ELON, YOU'REWRONG
Elon Musk tried to drive the
conversation his way with claims
that the parinership between
Apple and OpenAl will lead to”an
unacceptable security violation”™
There's nothing like that. Google
has Android devices to showcase its
Al prowess, Microsoft has Windows
while OpenAl now can handhold
Apple to get better access to users
who don't mind Altools. Elon Musk
has Grok while X is a platform that
continues to be controversial.

Users need to understand that
there are basically two tiers of Al
coming to newer iPhones, Macs
andiPads. Firstis Apple's Apple
[ntelligence, Second is OpenATls
ChatGPT which can take on some
tasks if users want. Further, users
need to agree each time they want
touse ChatGPT.

For example, ChatGPT will
be useful if yvou permit it to write
a custom bedtime story fora kid.
The keyword here is “permit”.

Otherwise, Siri and Apple
Intelhgence can handle most of the
tasks we have.

Around seven per cent of
Americans are using ChatGFPT
daily, according to a recent survey
conducted for the Reuters Institute
for the Study of Journalism.

S0, OpenAl now has a chance to
improve its standing.

And it’s not really about
ChatGPT. Apple said it could offer
different models in the future,
Federighi pointed out that one day
some of its customers may, for
example, ask for a medical Al system
or legal Al mode] built into Apple
products. The future is wide open.

PRIVATE CLOUD COMPUTE
One may wonder how will Apple
handle tasks that are complicated.
This is where Apple's Private Cloud
Compute comes in.

The models that process very
complicated requests are servers
“powered by Apple Silicon™ and the
company says it will never store or
be able toaccess vour data on its
servers. Further, Apple has said
that it will let independent experts
inspect code running on its servers
“to verify privacy”.

“We're not going to take that
data and go send it to some Cloud
somewhere.... Because we want
everything to be very private,
whether it's running locally or on
a Cloud computing service, and
that's the way we want it sowe
can use your most personal data,”
Giannandrea said.

Apple said these servers use
Apple chips to prevent user data
sent back to an Alserver from
being stored or re-used.

According to Federighi: “The
cornerstone of the personal
intelligence system 1s on-device
processing. We have integrated it
deep into vour iPhone, iPad, and
Mac, and throughout your apps,
50 it's aware of vour personal data
without collecting your personal
data.” There will be times when a
huge amount of compute will be
necessary and that’s when Private
Cloud Compute comes in.

YOUR DATA REMAINS
YOURS
The Washington Post asked Apple
CEO Tim Cook about how confident
heis that Apple Intelligence will
not hallucinate, He said: *I think
we have done everything that we
know to do, including thinking very
deeply about the readiness of the
technology in the areas that we're
using itin. Sol am confident it will
be very high quality. But I'd say in
all honesty that's short of 100 per
cent. | would never claim thatit’s
100 per cent.”

What’s certain for the moment
15 that Apple has suddenly jumped
ahead with privacy-focussed Apple
Intelligence, [t can well be the first
generative Al platform designed
keeping privacy in mind. And now
the company has an opportunity
to deliver plenty of new Al-
powered features year after year
through its devices, ensuring the
iPhone (besides the iPad and Mac)
continues toage gracefully. Add
to the mix, powerful Applesilicon
driving the game.

Mathures Paul
{ The reporter was in Cupertino,

California on an invitation from
Apple)
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BARAKA
ANNIVERSARY
WEEK

Join us in celebrating our FIRST year
of Baraka! We are thrilled to offer
a20% discount to all our valued

guests during our anniversary week.

*"T&C APPLY
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WHATSUP

STARMARK'S FIRST-
EVERBENIEEST

BEGINS AT SOUTH
CITY MALL TODAY.
t2 GETS YOU A

SNEAK PEEK

n anew and exciting

venture, Starmark, South

City Mall, is set to host

the brand’s first-ever Pen

Fest, which starts today
and will continue until June 23.
This unique event promises to
he a haven for pen enthusiasts
and collectors and will showcase
over 25,000 pens, inks, and
accessories from more than 50
international brands. Renowned
brands like Cross, Parker, Lamy,
sheaffer, Fisher Space, Sailor,
Waterman, Pelikan, and others
will be available, This inaugural
Starmark Pen Fest is a must-visit
for anyone passionate about
writing. Attendees can look
forward to enlightening sessions,
waorkshops, and a unique
opportunity to explore the world
of fine writing instruments.

t2 caught up for a chat with

Minu Jatia, chief operating
officer of Starmark, to know
more.

Tellus a little about the fest.
What can guests expect?
It starts on June 14 and will go on
till June 23rd. Starmanrk is luckily
inits 25th vear, and we have
always conducted a lot of book-
related excursions. And we've
had all sorts of brands for
writing instruments right from
our inception, too. So, we
thought, why not do a fest this
time, an exhibition of all the
brands we can lay our hands on?
We're hosting a robust collection
of about 30-60 international
brands who will be displaying
their pens at the fest, and also
brands that are made purely in
India. And there’ll be full-fledged
bouguets of all these pens
whether they're fountain pens,
roller balls, ball pens, pencils,
inks of different varieties — we’ll
have about 20 different brands of
inks - and we'realso planning to
launch ink stations, which will be
inaugurated by (hand lettering
and calligraphy expert) K.C.
Janardhan and (author)
shirshenduda (Mukhopadhyay).
We've also sent letters to
some schools in the city because |
personally would like the
younger generation to come and
explore these pens Back inmy
day, it was mandatory for us to
write with fountain pens but I
don't think Kids these days do
that anymore. Sowe'retrying to
reach out to the children to get
them as involved as we can. And
we've got some special offers for
them. For example, if a student
brings along their ID card, they'll
besubject to a special price-point
offer... because kids don't get too

ol E'T i o P
fficer, Starmark

Minu Jatia, chiel operating o

LIRS
irs e I, e el L

|

1 The pen in the photo is a Lamy 2000 with a 14k solid gold hooded
nib and piston-filling mechanism. The body is made of fibreglass
polycarbonate.

2 This is a Fisher Space zero-gravity pen, which can also be used
underwater as well as upside down, unlike other pens. It comes with
an 80-year guarantee!

3 This beautiful calligraphy box comes with a bound journal, a faux-
feather quill pen that allows interchangeable nibs, an ink pot, a wax
seal kit with wax beads, and a Van Gogh-esque seal stamp.
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much pocket money! Soif they
bring their card and pick up a pen
they like, we could come up with
ways tolet them have it for a
student-pocket-friendly budget.

We'll be hosting tons of other
things, too, like interesting
workshops with some brand-
sponsored prizes. Anotheris a
calligraphy workshop, and K.C.
Janardhan willalso be hosting a
session, but that one's more for the
veterans, [ should think. Some
brands like Cross will be organising
loyalty schemes - if you bring your
Cross pento thefest and want to
buy another Cross product, they
will give you a free refill. Lamy will
set upa servicecentre inthe store,
Sheaffer will exhibit some of their
vintage pens... I could goon and on!
But yveah, there's a lot to look
forward to.

What would vousay was the
main inspiration behind hosting
this fest? It's the first of its kind
for Starmark, we believe...

Yes, that's right. Personally, ['ve
always believed that Calcuttaisa
city of artand culture. So, it makes
sense to host a pen fest here. [ came
to Caleutta when [ got married 30
years ago, and oneof the first
things [noticed was that everyone
carried a pen in their pocket. And
even in today's digital world, [ seea
lot of people still writing with pens!
50, 1t's definitelv a Caleutta
connect.

Another thing I wanted todo
was to expose this vast world of
writing instruments to people who
may not have had access to them
before. Not everyone travels or is
able to, and some brands are
specific to certain regions and
unavailable in others. That was also
oneof the main thoughts that went
into this; getting all these brands
under one roof soeveryonecan
come together - customers and
collectors, kids and adults. And not
just them. Anybody who is just
starting on their pen journey,
anyone who's interested... we're
hoping the fest will inspire them to

pick up a penregardless of what
stage they're at.

What was the process that
went into choosing these
particular brands?

We pulled up a list and
categorised a premium brand
range, a mid-market brand
range, and an economical brand
range. We wanted to make sure
there was something that suited
everyone, Every pocket and
every taste, because the pen isa
very personal accessory. And
we'restill reaching out to some
brands, soit's been quite an
exploratory journey forus as
well. For example, | came across
this young boy who made his
first pen when he was 17, for a
school project! Can you imagine?
And that made me so happy
because the interest is still there,
people just don't know where to
find it. So yveah, it's been quite a
journey and my team and [ are
enjoying ourselves very much.
But we've never done this before,
S0 we're quite nervous!

Would you say the experience
of organising this fest has been
one of personal growth for
you?
Definitely. I feel words have the
power to change lives, and the
written word more so than
anything else. And the yvounger
generation has now moved
towards digitisation so much that
they do not know of the power of
the written word because the
written word has to be thought of
before you write. It is not easily
erasable. When one writes on an
iPad, it's so easy to erase
something, but on paper, it's very
different. And kids these days are
more impulsive, and compulsive
theyv think after they have
acted. So, I think if they begin to
start writing with pens,
somewhere psychologically there
might be changes in the way they
lead their lives, which is very
important, The world is going too
fast! We need to slow down. And
slowing down means taking the
time to think and then write,
rather than writing and then
regretting. And [ really do think
thereis no better way than
gifting these children a pen to
make them explore and
understand the world around
them better. And, of course, since
weare a bookstore, | wanted this
first step to be through pens and
writing because books and pens
2o hand-in-hand. There's alot to
be learned about the world, and
about oneself, by theact of
putting pen to paper, and [ hope
this fest will help a lot of people
realisethat.

Subhalakshmi Dey

Pictures: Pabitra Das

The Starmark Pen Fest

will host an impressive variety
of pensand accessories in the
price rangeof 50 to 50000,
along with exclusive discounts,
hands-on workshops, and the
chance to discover the perfect
writing instrument froma
diverse range of infernational
and Indian brands. Whether
you're a seasoned collector or just
bheginning fo explore the world
af fine pens, this fest is one you
wouldn't want to miss!
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KALYAN SPECIAL MARKET
GOLD RATE ?5515mm SAVE ?190 % G0LD RATE 26805°

FLAGSHIP STORE: KOLKATA - CAMAC STREET - PH: 033-22905333 | SILIGURI - PH: 0353-2546333 | SALT LAKE - PH: 94322 62133 | GARIAHAT - PH: 033-24606533
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WHAT WENT DOWN WHEN SCREEN HEARTTHROB
KARTIK AARYAN, ALONG WITH DIRECTOR KABIR
KHAN, WALKED INTO THE t2 OFFICE? SOME CHATTER
ON CHANDU CHAMPION, AWHOLE LOT OF LAUGHS AND
MANY CUTE MOODS AND MOMENTS #EXCLUSIVE

n Tuesday
evening,
Teamt2
had adate
with the
‘champions’.
Actor Kartik
Aarvanand
director
Kabir Khan
walked into
the t2 office to chat about Charnd i
Champion. The Friday release,
of which t2 is the official media
partner, traces the gritty and
glorious life story of Murlikant
Petkar, India’s first Paralympic
gold medalist and record holder,
whose time in the battlefield in
the 1965 Chinese aggression left
him with severe injuries. Kartik,
who underwent a drastic physical
transformation for the role as well
as anemotional catharsis, brings
Petkar to life in the able hands of
Kabir, the man who has impactful
films like New York, Bajrangi
Bhaijaan, Ek Tha Tiger and 8310
his credit.

Walking into the t2 office, the
two men — twinning inshades of
pink — immediately spotted the
Chandu Champion-themed
cake, complete with
boxing gloves
and a figure

representing Kartik's character.
[nstantly taken in by the cake,
Kartik and Kabir also let out

a couple of guffaws when they
spotted the cupcakes accompanying
it — one with a McLaren T
(Kartik’s new luxe wheels), another
with a couple of dumbbells (to
symbolise the intense workout the
actor went through for the film)and
yvet another with Eartik and Kabir's
unanimous favourite — Kartik's
lovable pet pooch Katord. Before we
started chatting, Kartik and Kabir
got down to the business of cutting
thecake.

“Yaar, veh itna Ehoobsurat cake
banayva hai ki mann hi nahin kar
raha hain kaatne ka. Thank you
so much. This is superb!” gushed
Kartik, sporting that familiar, goofy
smile. Sipping on a cuppa, the two
then sat back to plunge into the
world of Chandu Champion and
beyond.

Privanka Roy (Team 12): It is
lovely to have vou in the 2 office.
We are three days away from the
release of Chandu Champion. Both
of you have been in this situation
before but are the emotions
different this time around
because of how special the Alm
is?

Kabir Khan: Every filim comes

MMCE
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with its own dynamics and this one
15 different from the others because
of several reasons. This is my first
collaboration with Kartik (Aaryan).
second, it1satrestorvol a
completely unsung hero. We are
thrilled to bring Murlikant Petkar's
story to the big screen and
introduce this amazing hero to the
world. Also, post the pandemic, the
film industry has been going
through alot of ups and downs and
there have been lukewarm
reactions to many films.

That the trailer of Chandu
Champion has been received so
warmly and peopleare talking
about the big screen experience
again, makes us very happy and
excited.

Kartik Aarvan: [ have mixed
feelings... l am excited aswella
nervous. [ am a bit tired because we
have been travelling so much to
promote this film. Badi mushkil se
mera sleep pattern sahi hiva tha and
here we areback on the road again.
Full-on promotions mein sleep ka
full toss ho gava hain!

But Iam really enjoying it. [ love
this film! [ love thecharacter. [ love
that there is this story being told
because Murlikant Petkarji is
someone who should be celebrated.
We should celebrate his struggles
and his achievements, both of
which are unbelievably inspiring.

When Kabir sir told me the
story of this film, the Arst thing
asked him was: ‘Is it all really
true?" I was surprised ki ifni badi
Eahani hum logon neaaj tak suni
nafin. Forget about making a film,
very few people had even heard
about this hero. I'fne bade desh mein
yeh kaise possible ho sakfa hain?
Especially when he is someone who
brought us name and fame at an
International level. [ felt proud and
I knew that he needed to be
celebrated universally.

Evennow, lam feeling all kinds
of emotions, all at once. [ am
nervous and [ want everybody to
givethis film a chance and seeitin

the theatres and enjoy it.

Privanka: Kabir when did voun
first come to know about this
storyv? And did vou have the same
reaction as Kartik's?

Kabir: Yes [ stumbled upon this
story. Somebody very randomly
came and gavemea cuttingof a
newspaper with an old article
because maost people know thatl
love seeking out such stories. [ read
it and my first reaction honestly
was that this can't be true. I'wanted
to know how credible the article
was as well as the whereabouts of
Murlikant Petkar.

I was shocked thatif such a
person with the kind of
achievements that he has to his
credit exists, how do we not know
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about him? Anybody like this inany
other part of the world would be
celebrated as a national hero for
posterity. I pride myself on beinga
reasonably well-read and well-
informed personand [ was
surprised that [ had never even
heard of his name before.

After that, the chase to trace
Murlikant Petkar began. It went on
for four months becanse no one

Actor Kartik Aaryan cracks a joke
and makes his Chandu Champion
director Kabir Khan crack up during
the chat with Team {2 onTuesday
evening

Kartik and Kabir cut the Chandu
Championthemed cake

knew where he and his family were.
[ put together a team from my
documentary-making days and
structured a research party tofind
him. We found his whereabouts and
that was between the two
lockdowns. He stays four hours
away from Bombay, just outside
Pune. I met him and then the ball
started rolling.

Pramita Ghosh (Team 12): Kartik,
there is so much talk about the
physical transformation that you
have undergone for Chandu
Charmpion. You have had to make
a lot of sacrifices to achieve the
body that vou sport in the film.

What was the most difficult
thing to give up? And how did
vou keep yvourself motivated
during this journey?

Kartik: [ love food! So [ean't just
single out and say ki matne vel
chhora yva woh chfora. Food, in
general, miss karta tha (smiles). At
that time, [ was only having food
that didn't taste good! (Laughs)
That was the worst part. I had to
follow that diet to the T for close to
two vears. That impatience really
killed me! It wasavery long
journey. I would work out, I would
learn a lot of physical skill sets and
then come back home and eat
nothing! (Laughs)

The only thing [ could have
were soup, cauliflower rice, soya
beans and salads... that isit! | have
spent two vears without my
favourite food, whether that is

I love food! So | can’t
just single out and say
ki maine yeh chhora ya

woh chhora. Food, in

general, miss karta
tha. At that time, | was
only having food that
didn't taste good! That
was the worst part. |
had to follow that diet
to the T for close to
two years. That
impatience really
killed me! It was a very
long journey. | would
work out, | would learn

a lot of physical skill

sets and then come

back home and eat
nothing! — KARTIK

chhwole bhature dal roti or rajma
chatval, rasmalai and cake.

But then, what motivated me to
go on was the story of Chandu
Champion itself. It is very
inspiring, to say the least. If you
ask me to go on this journey again,
1 will doit. It was a very fulfilling
process and was also a huge
responsibility. And with every
passing week, there was some Kind
of progress inmy body. That also
motivated me.

Zeba Akhtar Ali (Team t2): What
was the first thing vou indulged
in when the shoot wrapped up?
Kartik: After theshoot wrapped,
Lhe first thing that Kabir sir
onrdered on set was rasmalal. |
don't know how many kilos of
rasmelal was brought on set for
cveryone! I ate two that day and [
[elt an instant sugar rush!

Privanka: Your body must have
zone into shock!
Kartik: Yes! [ felt that my body
was asking me: ‘What did you eat?”’
{(Laughs) At that time, [ started
teeling very guilty! After that,
wherever [ have gone, [ have had
cither rasmalal or cake (gesturesto
the ‘Chandu Champion"cake in
Jfront of him) placed before me and
I have done all I can to not eat any
of it!

But these days, Kabir sir has
been tempting me sayving: “This
body was made for my film.

h CONTINUED ONPAGE 12
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nervous and [ want everybody to
givethis film a chance and seeitin

the theatres and enjoy it.

Privanka: Kabir when did voun
first come to know about this
storyv? And did vou have the same
reaction as Kartik's?

Kabir: Yes [ stumbled upon this
story. Somebody very randomly
came and gavemea cuttingof a
newspaper with an old article
because maost people know thatl
love seeking out such stories. [ read
it and my first reaction honestly
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to know how credible the article
was as well as the whereabouts of
Murlikant Petkar.

I was shocked thatif such a
person with the kind of
achievements that he has to his
credit exists, how do we not know

% o A e w
EE A
e -

about him? Anybody like this inany
other part of the world would be
celebrated as a national hero for
posterity. I pride myself on beinga
reasonably well-read and well-
informed personand [ was
surprised that [ had never even
heard of his name before.
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him. We found his whereabouts and
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lockdowns. He stays four hours
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that time, [ was only having food
that didn't taste good! (Laughs)
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But then, what motivated me to
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ask me to go on this journey again,
1 will doit. It was a very fulfilling
process and was also a huge
responsibility. And with every
passing week, there was some Kind
of progress inmy body. That also
motivated me.

Zeba Akhtar Ali (Team t2): What
was the first thing vou indulged
in when the shoot wrapped up?
Kartik: After theshoot wrapped,
Lhe first thing that Kabir sir
onrdered on set was rasmalal. |
don't know how many kilos of
rasmelal was brought on set for
cveryone! I ate two that day and [
[elt an instant sugar rush!

Privanka: Your body must have
zone into shock!
Kartik: Yes! [ felt that my body
was asking me: ‘What did you eat?”’
{(Laughs) At that time, [ started
teeling very guilty! After that,
wherever [ have gone, [ have had
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MNow I'will feed you somuch that
you will get into your next film
with the same body that you came
inwith! (Laughs). We were in
Dubai a few days ago and he made
surel ate alot of ice cream!
Kabir: That is because, along with
him, Ialso wenton adietduring
the Alm....

Kartik: Heactually took it to the
next level! During this shoot, we
all became healthy. Evenif we
would pack upshoot at 8 or 9pm, 1
would find him in the gym. So [
had to show up too! (Laughs) It
was a different kind of
competition!

But [ can't indulge in tfood the
way [ used to before. Before
Chandu Champion, I acted in
Freddy where [ played a geek and
that film required me tobe in a
certain shape. For that, my
(lifestyle) habits got spoiled. Then,
Chandu Champion came my way
and it changed a lot of things. Now
[eat in moderation and [ try and
burn all those calories.

Piva Roy (Team t2); How would
vou define a true champion?
And who is the biggest
champion in vour life?
Kartik: My mom is my champion.
[ have seen her go through ups and
downs and also overcome them.
For me, a champion is anyone
who refuses to surrender. That isa

The cool cake and even cooler

cupcakes were courtesy
Frosted Delight

The cake featured the poster of
Chandu Champion with a pair
of red boxing gloves forming
the centreplece, along with a
cute figure resembling Kartik
Aaryan's character in the film.
The cupcakes were all about
Kartik's favourites — the
soccer team Bayem Munich, a
pair of hands gesturing like his
famous character Rooh Baba
does in the Bhool Bhulaiyaa
films, his new car McLaren GT
and, of course, the ‘love of his
life’.. his pet pooch Katori!
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When Kabir sir (Khan, director) told me the story of this
film, the first thing | asked him was: ‘Is it all really true?!’ |

was surprised ki itni badi kahani hum logon ne aaj tak suni

nahin. Forget about making a film, very few people had
even heard about this hero. ltne bade desh mein yeh kaise
possible ho sakta hain? Especially when he is someone
who brought us name and fame at an international level. |

felt proud and | knew that he needed to be celebrated
universally — KARTIK AARYAN

quality that all champions have. I
read somewhere that every
champion was once a contender
who refused to surrender.

Kabir: That is what itis...
somebody who refuses to give up.
Every time you bring them down,
they riseagain and go forit. That is
the attitude vou need.

For my previous film 483, when [
was researching (the life) of Kapil
Dev, I saw that. That is the
commonality between Kapil Dev
and Murlikant Petkar. It is their
attitude of not giving up even when
the whole world is looking at them
and saying: ‘Are voumad?' Both
these people are true champions
who were initially ridiculed when
they articulated their dreams.

Look at Murlikant Petkanr's life!
What he did is unimaginable.
sometimes you think that why
would this man not just give up and
say: ‘Okay, enough isenough!” But I
think that is what separates
champions from the rest of us who

are mere mortals.

Privanka: Kabir, vou are
definitely not a mere mortal. 1
know that if vou see a mountain,
yvou have to climb it! You
definitely rank pretty high on the
fiiness scale...

Kartik: He even selects shoot
locations that way! He will find a
mountain and tell us that we will
shoot there. So while making this
film, we had to do some trekking as
we]l!

Infact, weshot a single-shot war
sequence in Kashmir's Aru Valley.
The location for that shot was such
that we had to trek 20 minutes every
morning to reach it. The entire cast
and crew would carry their bags
and climb the slope of the mountain
and after that we would prepare for
shoot. For four-five days, we
rehearsed and then on the last day,
we had to shoot. Sofor all these
days, 300 soldiers, light people,
camera crew, everybody had to trek

EASY EIGHT WITH
KARTIK

UNWINDING ON A CHILL
DAY...

Chilling with my dog Katori and
running around in my house
while she tries tocatchmeor|
try to catch her

GO-TO DISH
My go-to food is rajma chawal

MOST COMFORTABLE IN
| love wearing hoodies and
jumpsuits

MUST-HAVES WHEN
LEAVING HOME

My phone, my keys, my wallet
and shades and my Whoop to
check how many calories | have
burnt

FAVOURITE BENGALI DISH
Mishti doi

ACTRESS FROMTHE '60s
| WOULD LOVETO SHARE
SCREEN SPACEWITH
Madhubala

VACAY SPOTS

In India, it will be any hill station,
maybe Manali or Kashmir. |
would love lo visit Iceland.

GUILTY PLEASURE
Having rasmalaiwhen I'm not
supposedto

CELEB CRUSH
Kareena Kapoor Khan

Kartik offered us a peek into
his phone screen wallpaper
(extreme left)—that of a ripped
Brad Pitt in Fight Club. “l had
sent him this picture as an
inspiration before his body
transformation journey,” said
Kabir.

Cue for Kartik to reveal a picture
(left) of himself, ripped like Pitt,
in his phone gallery. | changed
my body and sent Kabir sir this
picture a few months later,” he
laughed
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Kartik plays real-life hero Murlikant
Petkar in Chandu Champion,
releasing in cinemas today

to that location. But that is the
beauty of the scene. [tisunlike
anything you would have seen
before on screen.

Kabir: Since it is a single-shot
war sequence, the camera never
leaves him. The whole battle plays
out in the background, with the
camera completely resting on his
face. It shows the Kind of impact
the war has on him... it shows up
on his face and the camera
captures that,

Pramita: Kartik, you play an
army person, a boxer and a
swimmer in the film. Which
was the most difficult bit to
bring to life on screen?
Kartik: For me, every portion
was difficult. Everything that I did
in this movie was unique and
something that I had never done
before, The boxing bit, this war
sequence that we were just talking
about or the swimming portions,
the scenes in the dangal... they all
had their share of difficulties.
And somehow, the
environment was never friendly.
Fara nafin hamart lack kaise thi
fekin harcheez mein kuch naa
Kuch ajeedy sitnations aate thhe. In
the swimming sequences, [ had
viral fever and I had toshoot in
very cold water. When [ was doing
the dangal bit, 1t was so sunny
that the ground [ was standing on
became boiling hot. In the boxing
scenes, [ had to face off against
real boxers, foh do-teen mukke
padey mujhko(laughs). lalsohad
ashoulder injury. So every time,
there was something or the other.
Toh sabcheez mein mera equal
torture hua hain'(Laughs)

Privanka: Mavbe Kabir has
actually made something like
The Truman Show. Kartik,
Chandu Champion could well

be vour rehearsal for the Iron
Man Triathlon...
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Kartik: Yes, I think it was like The
Truman Shore... he recorded real
situations and woli o raha the!

Pramita: What was the most
creatively fulfilling part?
Kartik: All the scenes were so
beautifully written. [ connected to
them on some level or the other.
Everyone canrelate to thisfilmin
some way.

While working in this film, I felt
immensely creatively satisfied.
Eabir sir has the knack of shooting
in a very real way. That closeness to
reality even while being in the
cinematic world is what we actors
crave. [ had fun doing those scenes
where it was not about doing
dialoguebaazi, but was more about
pxpressing one's internal feelings.

Zeba: Kabir, did vou experience
anyvthing with Kartik as an actor
that vou haven't with anvone else
before?
Kabir: It was a process of
discovery for both of us because we
had never worked together. We only
knew each other socially and that
too on a superficial level. When I
wrote the film, I imagined Kartik in
the role. A director has a strong gut
instinct about the energy that vou
see inan actor

I have never based my casting
decisions on the Kind of roles an
actor has played before, [ like to
take actors and push them into a
zone that they have not beenin
before, In my career, that has
always worked... whether it has
been John{Abraham)and Katrina
(Kaif ) in New York or Salman
(Khan)in Bajrangi
Bhaijaan or
Ranveer

“l love these cupcakes! They are the best!” Kartik
told us as he had afuntime posing with them

merapeny

Kartik has always been
known more for his
voungish roles in
romantic films and in
comedies. In Chandu
Champion, we took him
into a very intense space.
Yes, this film has
entertainment and
humour, but also some
very dark spaces. That
whole discovery, | think,
was fabulous and
something that | have not
had with another actor —
KABIR KHAN

(Singh) in 3.

Kartik has always been
known more for his youngish
roles in romantic films and
in comedies. In Chandu

Champion, we took him into
a very intense space. Yes,
this film has entertamment
and humour, but also some
very dark spaces. That
wholediscovery, I think, was
fabulous and something that
[ have not had with another
actor, That was also because
of his commitment to the
kind of transformation he had
to do for this role. This was an
utter and complete
transformation. Whether that
was... cutting his most famous asset
{on cue, evervone looks at
Kartik's hair)

Privanka:
Kartik, how
did it feel

snipping off vour hair? As Kabir
said, that is an asset vou are
known for...

Kartik: Nothing (smiles). Whenl
heard the narration from Kabir sir
and the word ‘army’ popped up, |
knew [ would have to cut my hair
(laughs). Jaisi infone "army’ bola,
mujhe avaaz aane lagi scissors A
Kabir: Now we are sitting back and
talking a lot about his body
transformation, but believe me, it
was not easy. It was something that
he had undertaken for the first time
in his life. What we were asking
from him meant a hugeeffort.

The whole process had to be
calculated. There are various stages
of his body in the film. Thereisa
plump-ish Kartik, there is a leaner
Kartik, there is a seven per cent

When vou go through one-
and-a-half vearsof that kind of
workout, your mind changes. He
18 now addicted to the gym. Even
I you pull him awayv, he 15 not
going to come out!

Privanka: Kartik, what was
the least tasty food that vou
had to have at that point of
time?

Kartik: It would have to be cauli
rice because it is basically
cauliflower and not vice! Jab
bolte ain ftoh lagta hain rice
aava hain, but it is cauliflower
with (protein) powder. [t is
mental cheating! (Laughs)

But after a whilel had to get
used to it becauseeither you eat
that or you eat nothing!

Look at Murlikant Petkar's life! What he did is
unimaginable. Sometimes you think that why would
this man not just give up and say: ‘Okay, enough is
enough? But I think that is what separates champions
from the rest of us who are mere mortals — KABIR

body fat Kartik and thereisan
older Kartik. To hit those goals on
time was not an easy task.

[ would have many periods of
doubt where [ would ask: ‘Kartik,
chaalisdin bache hain, are you
going to make it or not?’ And he
would be like: ‘Hoga, hoga'. And
remember, this transformation has
been done without steroids. Butif
he did use steroids, it wouldn't have
worked for us because the Kind of
body he would have got would have
been different. He is playing a real
sportsman in the film and that kind
of athleticism goes away with the
use of steroids. One tends to
develop an over-muscularity which
we didn't want. But sometimes, [
would tell him: *EE cvele (of
steroids) le le yaar’, but he refused.
He said: “Trust me sir, Ao jayvega.”

A lot of times we see these
action films with these overly
muscled herces and you meet them
six months later and ask: “Where
did it go?!" With this process (looks
ata smiling Kartik), it is not going
anywhere, Unless he starts
chomping down these cakes!

Katorn has really
changed my life. Earlier,

| wouldn’t be as keen to
go back home after the
whole day. Now with
Katori around, | can't
wait to go back home!
She gels so excited
when | get home. | was
telling my mom the
other day that | am
scared that no one will
ever love me as much as
Katori does! —KARTIK

SCREEN 13

Piva: Kartik, vou recently shot
in Caleutta for Bhool Bhulaivaa
3. There were very few people
who didn’t see vou biking
around the city as Rooh Baba!
Kartik: Yes, weshot extensively
on Howrah Bridge although a
huge crowd had gathered there. |
have always felt a certain love
from Calcutta especially. The
people here have always
supported my films. Even in
Bhool Bhulaivaa 2, wehad a
Bengali connection, including the
song Aami fe tomar. Bhool
Bhulaivaa 3is Kind of based in
Caleutta and hopefully, yvou will
figure more and more things out
as the months go by, It isa Diwali
releaseso once again [ will be
back in Calcutta to tell everyone
here: ‘Please watch my film!

{ Laughs)

Privanka: Kartik, we can’t let
vou go without asking vou
about your adorable pet Katori.
How has having her changed
vour life? And it is such a cute
name!

Kartik: I named her such because
she was actually as small asa
bowl, a katori when she came in.
Katori has really changed my life.
The whole atmosphere at home
changes when a species like this
arrives,

Earlier, | wouldn't be as keen
to goback home after the whole
day. Now with Katori around, [
can't wait to go back home!

( Laughs) She gets so excited when
I get home. [ was telling my mom
the other day that 1 am scared that
no one will ever love me as much
as Katori does! (Laughs)

Kabir: Katori is obsessed with
Kartik! We were shooting one day
and he brought her to the studio.
There was a scene where he had to
climb high and shoot. Out of
concern, she just kept barking
and barking and barking!

Kartik: She understands when
my car reaches home, Evenif [ am
not in the car, she makes sure she
goes to the door and waits for me,

lam a Kartik Aaryan &an
because... Tellt2@abp.in
Pictures: Pabitra Das

© Starmark, South City Mall (2nd Floor)
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EXPLORE OUR GREAT COLLECTION OF
PREMIUM PENS, INKS & ACCESSORIES

f—-*u;:-.. E

icipoti Attractive
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> Sailor > Parker > Rotring
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B.C. by Johny Hart Luann by Greg Evans
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The Wizard of Id by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart
2 Fnar oo vou g our’

THIS 15 SNOOPY... | | I'VE HEARD OF MIXED
|| HE'S GOING TO BE || DOUBLES, BUT THIS
HOUR FARTNER IN THE | | 15 RIPICULOYS!

HI, MY NAME 15
CHARLIE BROWN
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IS COOKIE BEING A BlG HELP,
TO YOU TODAY, HONEY?
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BRINGING IN
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" V' OF COURGE HE SPOKE BOME CROGS
WORDS. HE'S THE PAGTOR !~
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PUZZLE

— 2

11004
SUDOKU MODERATE

6 918
3 7

o
O
0 = W

(011 B R (o i =
(0)}

N
e

V4

W
0)

O M|=k ~NO WD
O ~|WO [ MO & W

Fill in the 9x9
square grid with
the numbers one
to nine. The num-
bers should be
arranged in such
a way that each
row, column and
mini-grid con-
tains one of each
number. Solution
to Sudoku 11002
i5 on the right

wmnoloo slwl =
w ol alv=loln oo
~N = olm|w e|lslolo
o= o ol s
AW oo ool =~
- )

-

0w w|lslo=|~loin
s o|lo|~w|l=wlom

By arrangement with The Daily Telegraph Copynght: Michael Mepham 2005

11005
SUDOKU DIABOLICAL

7 [4 5 9

o1 Co
0

[
N
oo

Fill in the 9x9
square grid with
the numbers one
to nine. The num-
bers should be
arranged in such
a way that each
row, column and
mini-grid con-
tains one of each
number. Solution
to Sudoku 11003
i on the right

~ O W= oD

o slo~=lowom
o olo|w slol=~
s ofm o] ole &l
aiNlw o oo/ e
S I RIS
wo|lslo o =
o =los N w o
olwl=lolols o

o
no
=
—
o)
n
Co
w

By arrangement with The Daily Telegraph Copyright: Michagl Mepham 2005

Jumble
David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

JJTU THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

Unscramble these Jumbles, m : :
one letter to each square, 2| mneitance? ot
to form four ordinary words. 3| h! /

LATVE

)

MIGER
ONONG
HLIRTL

O
GAUTOE

(L[ L)

locourd! | |

J  The fortine iz
ours. We warl
oul money io

alrufdy =
hieen

signed. _Wg§
-

10 LEAVE 100% OF THER
WEALTH TO CHARITY. THEY WERE
G0NG TO HAVE TO ---

Gt the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @ PlayJumble

Now arrange the circled |etters

£2023 Trbune leanmgemvE to form the surprise answer, as
Al Rights Reserved. suggested bythe above cartoon.
7 N YV ¥ e I I N
kIIIJ m N A A THEY . /
(Answiers tomorow)
Jumbles: TINGE ~ EXILE ~ PURITY  JOSTLE

YesIEURYS | v The ovmer of the smal retail shop was worried

about what vias being built — NEXT “STORE'

QUICK CROSSWORD

10

22 23

28

ACROSS 19 Bubbly (9) 4 Chirping insect (6)

1 Needle's hole (3) 21 Indian dish (5) 6 Violent revolt (8)
3 Biff; hosiery item(4) 22 Edge, border (3) T Christmas season
5 Wharf (4) 24 Sound system (8)
8 Munitions (8) (2-2) 9 Swift (5)
10 Spoken (exam) 25 Part (8) 12 Control deviously

(4} 26 Speed; step (4) (10}
11 Speak (3) 27 Oak, e.g. (4) 14 Study group (8)
13 llem of property 28 Female rabbit [3) 15 Marvellous (&)

(5) DOWN 18 Beginning (3)
14 Shy (9) 1 Greek god of love 20 Become visible (6)
16 Lyric poem (3) (4) 22 Factory worker (4)
17 Show agreement 2 Swirl (4) 23 Lake; no more

(3) 3 Chicken (7-3) than (4)

Yesterday's solution

Across: 1 Simper; 4 Thighs; 7 Landowner; 9 Lion; 10 More: 11 Curio; 13
Madras; 14 Engine; 15 Crater; 17 Bishop: 19 Liver; 20 Boom; 22 Boi;

23 Recovered, 24 Esther; 25 Ladder,

Down: 1 Slalom; 2 Plan; 3 Radius; 4 Townie; 5 ltem & Serene; 7 Lord Mayaor;
8 Robin Hood; 11 Camel; 12 On air; 15 Cobble; 16 Rigour; 17 Befell; 18
Fillar; 21 Mesh; 22 Bend

By arran gaw el wigh The ey Tebegraph

CRYPITIC CROSSWORD
2 3 4 3 & |7

ACROSS

1 Close to four, old boy elected
to prepare vestry (6,4)

6 Benefit of luxurious hotel
overlooked (4)

9 Historical object held by
derelict (5)

10 Welsh chieftain's scowl
accepting death (9)

12 Campaigns of British PM
almost succeadead (7)

13Winning group's surprise
result (5)

15 Tool — second one missing
from saddlebag (7)

16 Copy includes the Spanish
name and rank (/)

18 Detailed batting strength
(2-5)

20 Sweet children with har,
surrounded by cheeky
young boys? (7)

21 Sailor away, here and there
(5)

23 Ficks up supporters by end
of pier (7)

"l"eslerday s solution

25 Tries his cooking before
wife produces a traditional
dish (5,4)

26 Monk after large pack
animal (5)

27 Number taking part in
Pygmalion, in earnest (4)

28 Helper swam out to see
sea creature (5,5)

DOWN

1 Excellent artist, extremely
reasonable (4)

2 Invoice committea for
hoarding (9)

3 Top technician prepared
something for an addict?
(8,5)

4 Normal uniform (7)

5 Supervise across diocese
(7)

7 Left sheep in East Sussex
location (5)

8 Closely examine small
vessel during holiday at
sea (10)

11 Relative's hurting a lad, we
suspect (8-2-3)

14 Hope to have most of jelly
with helping (10)

17 Girl touring island, an
American state (9)

19 Type of car difficult to park,
at first (7)

20 London initially in dispute
with Reykjavik leads to an
international conflict (4,3)

22 It may bring tears to your
eyes about India (cricket
side) (5)

24 Loud, a church clock (4)

By mvagameni whils The Daly Tdegraph

CELEBRATE

INCLUSIVITY: SEVEN
BOOKS FOR A PRIDE

MONTH READ
AND BEYOND.




16 SCREEN THE TELEGRAPH FRIDAY 14 JUNE 2024 xxce

TOLLYWOOD
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GLIMPSES FROM A STAR-STUDDED LUNCH AT GUCHHI, HYATT REGENCY KOLKATA

t was an afternoon to remember _ ! Tl] 1 L0
Firdausul Hasan and Hasnn . ‘ L= ;
Mukherjee hosted a lunch to : (Ve | P
foster deeper bonds between : _ ~ ‘ ’ %
members of the executive | 2 e
committee of the Film Federation AN % 5 ?1
of India and people from the film ; ARy 8 A
industry of Bengal. The lunch at i il TR
Guchhi, Hyatt Regency Kolkata, was y LN
a star-studded affair where guests
mingled, shared stories, took atrip
down memory lane and posed for the
cameras, which captured their style
and glamour, “Over my long years
of association with films and having
served in the main bodies related
to this huge industry, in various
positions, | realised that the business
of moviemaking is largely about
creativity and passion, so we cannot
expect the people associated with it
to function exactly like a corporate.
Having served as the president and
now the vice president of FFI, which is
the apex body for films in our country,
[ felt that muchis lost due to a lack
of communication and interaction
among all the people who are involved
with this industry and are equally
passionate about working for films.
S0 when our executive committes
meeting ended, I thought of spending 11
some time doing fellowship activities v
over food and good music, which is >y,
s0 typical of us Bengalis! You see,
not all official meetings happen in
boardrooms! That is why [ invited
my friends from Tollywood, from the
BFTCC and the executive committee
of the Film Federation of India, so
that they can get to know each
other better and for a richer
exchange of ideas. Theresult
was a magical afternoon
of making memories,” said
producer Firdausul Hasan, vice
president, Film Federation of
India. He was also the past
president of Film Federation
of India and the Bengal Film
and Television Chamber of
Commerce.

“Over the years that Hasan
was the president of FFI, I got
the opportunity of meeting the
members of the executive committee
quite often and I can’t say exactly
when they turned from acquaintances
to friends. Soon we got to know one
another better and started carrying
our favourite food from our part of

L
E

Hasnu Mukherjee
and Firmdausul Hasan

J74 NN

.
.
1 ]

ey
gz

the country for our friends from the :. Eam 1
West or South or North. So just as - ::;." o
our friends frrom the South brought 5’.'::;- L
Mysore Paak for us, we knew that our -t A%
friends from the North liked Mishti ';'

Doi from Calcutia and soon it felt like
one big family! We can say the same
for our relationshipwith the members

of BFTCC. We always met like a Sengupta RS
family. This time as the meetings got and e

AETBENE
HE

over and they were ready to return Prosenjit apmnEy,

home, we wanted to treat them to an
authentic Robibarer Bangalilunch. OfF
course, we wanted them all to meet the
stars of the Bengal film industry and
were lucky to find most of them free
that Sunday. And what is better than
adda over luchi-mangsho. We are so
happy that Bumbada was there with
us. [feel that itiseasy totake forward
any work professionally once we
get to interact with one another
in a relaxed ambience... that

wias the thought behind hosting
the little gathering and it went
beautifully. May we continue to

e A

Aniruddha Roy
Chowdhury

vt i

move forward together, make JI
more and better films and continue .
to create such memories with our Bratya Basu Anik [_"f“d_

friends,” said Hasnu.

A | _
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Gargee Roychowdhury i Arijit Dutta, Arindam Sil, Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury, Bickram Ghosh and Firdausul Hasan

and Srijit Mukherji N Arindam Chatterjee
i, e 1B 1Y - Pictures: Pabitra Das

ONLINE

IT FEELS SO GOOD IN ANY

Ravi Kottarakara, president,
Film Federation of India

QNLINE

PRESENTS

T = 14™ JUNE, 2024

Cheerful. Sad. Naughty. Whatever is the mood, a bite
of doughnut always brings a smile to your face, isn't it?
This World Doughnut Day, visit t2ONLINE.in

and play a fun game based on doughnuts.
Winners' names will be featured in t2.

159

Tnusree C and Chaiti Ghoshal
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PAMPER YOUR DAD ON FATHER'S DAY
WITH THESE COOL GIFTS

There is a cake for | Thissuper cool hamper is the ideal gift vou can gift . As the summer gets harsher, staving hydrated For yvour music-loving dad,
every occasion. vour dad, this Father's Day. The hamper comprises ' becomes all the more essential. This copper nothing would be a better
Your dad will | a mini frame, a coffee mug, a shaving foam, a post- water bottle will take care of his hydration gift than this pair of earbuds.
lowve this cute | shave balm, a face wash, a candle, a reusable gift | needs and is healthy choice to make too as Active noise cancellation and
personalised cake. box and a greeting card. A box full of utility things . copper is believed to aid digestion. ¥599 up to 70 hours play time make
71,025 @fnp.com I will surely put a smile on your dad’s face. 72,199 | @amala.earth these a great choice any day.
| @ithespringpalette.com Rs1,299 @gonoise.com
A

1\.:-

best dad

Summer and sunglasses are best friends. ) ) Indulge the adventure-loving side
These Sungait polarized sunglasses provide Help your dad cool off with this Make vour dad’s next trip even more of your dad with a straw sun bucket
100% UV protection against UVA/UVB & UVC mini air conditioner with 360 enjoyable with this extra bass portable hat. The straw makes this hat light
rays. Trust these shades to be your dad’s best rotation, 7 LED lights, 3 wind compact Bluetooth speaker. This 13-watt and comfortable, blending style and
companion for driving, cyeling, running, golfing, speeds and 3 spray modes. A great wireless speaker has 16 hours of battery functionality. The hat has a drawcord
racing, skiing, climbing and other outdoor addition to your dad’s office/ living life. Bonus? It is dustproof as wellas with a toggle for a good fit. 72,759
activities.?1,804 @amazon.in space. ¥13,999 @amazon.in waterproof, 3,479 @amazon.in @golfbuyindia.com

Help vour dad pack in all his
essentials in this Roperro Migear
Paddedelegance duffle bag. This
bag has ample room for clothing
items, shoes and even bulky
items. 2,393 @roperro.in

If your dad is into musk
fragrances, gift him The Body
Shop Black Musk duo comprising
a shower gel and a fragrance
mist. The shower gel creates a soft
lather that leaves the skin subtly
scented. The pack combines notes
of jasmine, Lily of the valley and
more. 2,021 @thebodyshop.in

Monsoon is not far away and you can make the ideal gifting choice right now. A waterproof
polyester raincoat with matching pants will be vour dad’s best companion on rainy days. - ;
Rs 449 @amazon.in Debanjoli Nandi

Pictures courtesy: Respective shopping websites
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TO KNOW MORE:
TUNE IN
TONIGHT AT 9 PM
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'symbol upon my heart,

a delicate charm, a whisper of strength.
A single word - bold and clear,

‘ami’

The diamond within its embrace,
a spark of belief, a promise kept,
reminding me of my own light.

In the face of trials, it shines,

a testament to inner resolve,
a guiet nudge to stand tall.

With 'ami, | wear my confidence,

an emblem of faith, a constant
companion in the journey,
through every challenge B
and triumph.

ami

the confidence | wear

a mi FROM THE HOUSE OF

MODERN WEARABLES JEWELLERS

Gold & Diamond TRUSTED SINCE 1888

KOLKATA SHOWROOMS: LEE ROAD - 2290 1125 | RAFI AHMED KIDWAI ROAD - 4069 4028 | CITY CENTRE-1 SALT LAKE - 2358 0723
GARIAHAT - 4008 1125 | CITY CENTRE-II NEW TOWN - 2526 6161 | BEHALA - 2396 1125 | GURGAON SHOWROOM: GOLD SOUK - (0124) - 411 5201

www.bcsenjewellers.com | Follow us on € &



