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Eyewitness © Rain or shine

Mali An aerial view shows people fishing during the Sanké mon collective fishing rite in
the town of San, Ségou region. The rite, which lasts for 15 hours, commemorates the
founding of the town and marks the beginning of the rainy season. It is held every

AN A TRy second Thursday of the seventh lunar month.
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On the cover Unaccompanied child migrants
across Europe are being forced to work as
soldiers for increasingly powerful drug cartels
to meet the continent's soaring appetite for
cocaine, a Guardian investigation has found.
EU police have warned of industrial-scale
exploitation of African children by networks
operating in cities including Paris and Brussels.
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Global
report

Headlines from the
last seven days

FRANCE

Macron stuns nation by
calling snap election

President Emmanuel Macron
announced snap legislative
elections following a drubbing

at the hands of the far-right
National Rally (RN) in last
Sunday’s European parliamentary
elections. The RN won about 32%
of the vote, more than double
the 15% or so scored by Macron’s
allies, according to exit polls. The
Socialists on 14% came within

a whisker of the Macron group.
Macron’s Renaissance party
currently has 169 deputies in the
national assembly and the RN 88.

The unexpected decision,
which amounts to aroll of the dice
on Macron’s political future, could
hand major political power to the
far right and neuter his presidency
three years before it ends. If the
far-right party wins an outright
majority, the president would
in effect lose control over most
French domestic policy.

“This will be the most
consequential parliamentary
election for France and for the
French in the history of the Fifth
Republic,” the finance minister,
Bruno Le Maire, told RTL radio.
The vote will take place on 30 June
- less than a month before the
start of the Paris Olympics - with
asecond round on 7 July.

The big story Page 10 -
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US/UKRAINE

Biden apology comes with
$225m more in aid to Kyiv

Joe Biden apologised publicly

to Volodymyr Zelenskiy for the
months of delay in American
military assistance that allowed
Russia to make gains on the
battlefield. Biden was referring to
the uncertainty while Congress
waited six months before sending
a $61bn military aid package

for Ukraine in April. Meeting
Zelenskiy in Paris last Friday,
Biden announced a further $225m
in military aid to Ukraine.

The two presidents had
attended the 8oth anniversary
D-day events, along with European
leaders who have supported Kyiv’s
efforts in the war. In Normandy,
Biden drew a link between the
fight to liberate Europe from Nazi
domination and today’s fight
against Russian aggression.
Spotlight Page 33 >

n BELGIUM

New seven-party coalition
could take months to build

The prime minister tendered his
resignation following a visit to the
King, after his Flemish Liberals
and Democrats party (Open VLD)
suffered heavy defeats in last
Sunday’s general election.

Alexander De Croo will remain
caretaker prime minister until a
new coalition, involving seven
parties, is formed, a process that
could take months.

A new government is likely to
coalesce around the rightwing
New Flemish Alliance (N-VA),
which beat its arch-rival, the far-
right Vlaams Belang, into second
place in the key Dutch-speaking
Flanders region where it had been
predicted to top the polls.

“QOur obituaries were written,
but we won these elections,” said
N-VA leader Bart De Wever, who
now looks a good bet to become
Belgium’s next prime minister.

“This is a particularly difficult
evening for us, the signal from
the voters has been clear,” De
Croo told supporters last Sunday,
wiping a tear from his eye.

The French-speaking liberal
party Mouvement Reformateur
was the biggest winner in Brussels
and French-speaking Wallonia.

UNITED STATES

No presidential pardon for
son, Joe Biden signals

Joe Biden indicated that he will
not pardon his son Hunter if he is
convicted at his federal gun trial,
where the prosecution rested its
case last Friday in Delaware and
Naomi Biden took the stand in
defence of her father.

Hunter Biden has been charged
with three felonies: lying to a
federally licensed gun dealer,
making a false claim on the
application by saying he was not
adruguser and illegally having
the gun for 11 days. He also faces a
trial scheduled for September on
felony charges alleging he failed
to pay at least $1.4m in taxes over
four years.

UNITED STATES

UK tech tycoon Mike Lynch
not guilty of fraud charges

British tech tycoon Mike Lynch
was found not guilty on all 15
counts of fraud he faced over
Hewlett-Packard’s $11.1bn
purchase of his company
Autonomy in 2011.

Lynch’s trial began in March
in San Francisco after a lengthy
extradition battle. He was
first charged in 2018, accused
of inflating sales, misleading
regulators and duping his eventual
buyer. HP wrote down the value
of his company soon after the
deal closed, alleging it discovered
major accounting improprieties.
Lynch maintained his innocence
throughout the proceedings.
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n UNITED STATES

SPAIN

of Brazilian footballer

Three Valencia fans were
sentenced to eight monthsin

Cocaine worth $63m seized

4//
after maritime shootout =
=

A high-seas shootout ended with
asmugglers’ boat at the bottom
of the Caribbean Sea and the US
Coast Guard seizing $63m worth
of cocaine, authorities in Florida
said. The dramatic encounter
took place last week about

40km north of Puerto Cabello,
Venezuela, when the coast guard
cutter Resolute - patrolling with
the Dutch navy ship Groningen -
identified a vessel in international
waters suspected of carrying
narcotics, according to a USCG
pressrelease.

The “non-compliant vessel”
was turned at speed towards the
enforcement vessels, and the boat
caught fire and sank. A search for
the three people onboard found
no survivors. Resolute docked
at Port Everglades, Florida, and
unloaded more than 2,177kg of
cocaine recovered from the scene.
Special report Page 15 >

DENMARK

No ‘political motive’ for
attack on PM Frederiksen

An attack on the prime minister,
Mette Frederiksen, which

left her “shaken” and with a
whiplash injury, was probably not
“politically motivated”, Danish
authorities have said.

A 39-year-old Polish man, who
was apprehended after allegedly
hitting the prime minister last
Friday evening, was remanded in
custody after appearing before a
Copenhagen court. Frederiksen,
a Social Democrat who has been
prime minister since 2019, was
taken to hospital for a check-up
and her official events for last
Saturday were cancelled.

4 against Real Madrid’s Vinicius

Janior, in what La Liga - the top
men’s division - called the first
conviction related to racist abuse
J at a football match in Spain.

several fans hurled racist slurs at

Valencia fan in the stands, telling
his teammates that the man had

gestures of an ape.

While Valencia moved to ban
the fans from their stadium,

go up against the racists until the
very end,” he said.

Fansjailed overracistabuse

S prison on Monday for hate crimes

During a match in May last year,

| A the Brazilian footballer, causing
the game to stop for several
2| minutes as Vinicius pointed toa

called him a monkey and made the
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Vinicius vowed to fight on. “Iwill

ARGENTINA

Milei to shut gender-based
violence unit in cost-cuts

Far-right president Javier Milei is
poised to dissolve the government
department responsible for
tackling gender violence,
prompting a backlash from human
rights activists. Claudia Barcia,
the head of the undersecretariat
for protection against gender

8 FRANCE

Second world war veteran,
100, ties knot in Normandy

Second world war veteran

Harold Terens and his sweetheart
Jeanne Swerlin tied the knot last
Saturday inland from Normandy’s
D-day beaches.

Terens, 100, called it the best
day of his life. Swerlin, 96, said:
“It’s not just for young people,
love, you know? We get butterflies.
And we get alittle action, also.”

The location was the town
hall of Carentan, a key D-day
objective that saw ferocious
fighting after the allied forces’
landings on 6 June 1944. The
wedding was not binding in law.
Mayor Jean-Pierre Lhonneur’s
office said he wasn’t empowered
to wed non-resident foreign
citizens. The couple, both
widowed, are American.

violence, resigned last week with a
warning, later confirmed, that the
agency will shut.

The decision comes as Milei’s
administration cuts back on
government spending and
imposes sweeping austerity
measures . The country is
suffering one of the highest

inflation rates in the world, with
more than half of the population
living in poverty.
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ISRAEL/PALESTINE

UN security council
endorses US Gazaplan

|| The UN security council adopted
aresolution calling for Hamas to
agree to a three-phase hostage-
I+ for-ceasefire proposal outlined by
Joe Biden, the first time the body
has endorsed a comprehensive
peace deal to end the war in Gaza.
A Hamas statement said the
group welcomed the resolution.
The Israeli government has also
officially accepted the peace plan
but the prime minister, Benjamin

himself from it, and his coalition
has shifted to the right after the
former army chief of staff and
centre-right National Unity party
leader Benny Gantz resigned from
the war cabinet last weekend.
Spotlight Page 20 >

Netanyahu, has sought to distance

Y

IRAN

YEMEN

e

Houthirebels detain 11
Yemenis working for UN

Houthis detained 11 Yemeni
employees of UN agencies
under unclear circumstances,
authorities say, as the militia
group faces increasing financial
pressure and airstrikes from a
US-led coalition. UN spokesperson
Stéphane Dujarric said 11 UN
staffers had been taken.

People working for other aid
groups also have been detained.
The Mayyun Organisation for
Human Rights named other aid
groups whose employees were
detained by the Houthis across
four provinces that the rebel
group holds - Amran, Hodeida,
Saada and Saana.

D

Clerics approve candidates
for presidential election

The Guardian Council approved
the country’s hardline parliament
speaker Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, 62, a former Tehran
mayor, and five others torun in
the country’s 28 June presidential
election after a helicopter crash
that killed the president, Ebrahim
Raisi, and seven others.

The council again barred the
former president Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, a firebrand populist
known for the crackdown that

\Bs

the first time.

followed his disputed 2009
re-election, from running.

The decision by the council,
a panel of clerics, represents the
starting gun for a shortened, two-
week campaign. Recent votes had
record-low turnout.

I

invited all his

President seeks to form
national unity government

President Cyril Ramaphosa said
that his African National Congress
(ANC) would seek to form a
government of national unity
with a broad group of opposition
parties. Inlast month’s general
election, the ANC won just over
40% of the vote and 159 seats in
the National Assembly, falling
short of an outright majority for

There had been speculation
the party might seek to form
aminority government or a
coalition with one or two major
parties, but in the end Ramaphosa

rivals to talks.

The Guardian Weekly 14 June2024
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death”, Judge Freddy Ehume told
the military court.

Taylor Christian Thomson and
Marcel Malanga, both 21, and
36-year-old Benjamin Reuben
Zalman-Polun (above, from left)
were the first of the defendants
to take the stand.

The alleged coup attempt
occurred on 19 May, when
armed men attacked the home
of the economy minister, Vital
Kamerhe, before moving on to
the nearby Palais de la Nation
that houses President Félix
Tshisekedi’s offices.

“Having females enter school
one year earlier could potentially
contribute to men and women
finding each other more attractive
when they reach the appropriate
age for marriage,” the report
on tackling the decline in the
working population said.

The suggestion is one of several
ideas put forward to address South
Korea’s demographic situation.
Lee Jae-myung, the leader of the
main opposition party, described
the report’s recommendations as
“absurd”; other critics labelled the
suggestion as “ridiculous”.

/

before it was toppled in Fitzroy
Gardens, Melbourne, in February.
Another Capt Cook statue, in the
Melbourne suburb of St Kilda, was
also sawn off at the ankles the day
before Australia Day in January.

SUDAN

INDIA

HONG KONG

Attack forces last hospital
in North Darfur to close

The last functioning hospital in
El Fasher closed after an attack
by paramilitaries trying to seize
the key city, the charity Médecins
Sans Frontiéres (MSF) has said.

El Fasher, the capital city of
North Darfur state, is the only
state capital in the vast western
region not under Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) control, and a key
humanitarian hub for a region on
the brink of famine.

“On Saturday, MSF and the
ministry of health suspended
all activities in South Hospital,

El Fasher, after RSF soldiers
stormed the facility,” said MSF ina
statement posted on X last Sunday.

Opposition coalition key in
blocking Modi majority

The Indian National Congress,

the country’s only national
opposition party, in coalition with
other parties and united under
the acronym India, won 234 seats
in the election, taking more than
60 from Narendra Modi’s BJP and
preventing his party from forming
amajority government.

“We fought as one,” said Rahul
Gandhi, the best-known face of
the Congress party, after results
were announced.

Congress almost doubled its
number of parliamentary seats to
99 and Gandhi won both the seats
he was contesting by a landslide.
Spotlight Page 19 >

More overseasjudges
resign from top court

Two of the last remaining British
judges and a Canadian judge who
sat on Hong Kong’s top court
resigned last Thursday.

Lawrence Collins and Jonathan
Sumption, former UK supreme
court justices, and former chief
justice of Canada’s supreme court,
Beverley McLachlin’s resignations
came after 14 people were found
guilty of conspiracy to commit
subversion in the biggest national
security trial of pro-democracy
activists. Seven overseas judges
remain on the bench of Hong
Kong’s court of final appeal. The
city’s legal system is derived from
English common law.

Global report i
SOUTH KOREA AUSTRALIA DEATHS
| | Plan toraisebirthrate King George V statue
labelled ‘absurd’ by critics beheaded on public holiday
A government thinktank A statue of King George V was
sparked anger after suggesting beheaded and covered in red ;
that girls start primary school a paint in Melbourne in the latest William Anders
year earlier than boys because attack on colonial monuments in US astronaut
the measure could raise the Victoria. Police were called to the who took the
country’s low birthrate. statue on Monday. Victoria, and celebrated
d Areport by analysts at the most other states in Australia, held 1968 Earthrise
Three US citizens among quea Inst'itute of Public Finance apublic hqliday on M)om;lay to phot-ograph
. . said creating a one-year age gap observe King Charles’s birthday. during the
defendants in coup trial between girls and boys at school “Itappears the head of the Apollo 8 mission
More than 50 people, including would make them more attractive statue has been removed and red to orbit the moon.
three US citizens and a Belgian, to each other by the time they paint thrown at the monument,” a He died on 7 June,
went on trial in Kinshasa over reached marriageable age. police spokesperson said. aged 90.
what the army has described as an The claim is based on the idea Other statues have been
attempted coup. that men are naturally attracted the target of vandals this year, James Lawson Jr
The actions of the three to younger women because men including a statue of Capt James Nonviolent
Americans were “punishable by mature more slowly. Cook that was cut at the ankles US protest

pioneer, pastor
and professor,
who was a close
adviser to Martin
Luther King Jr. He
died on 9 June,
aged 95.

John Blackman
Australian TV
and radio star. He
died on 4 June,
aged 76.

Christophe
Deloire
French head of
media freedom
group Reporters
Without Borders.
He died on 8 June,
aged 53.

Janis Paige
Hollywood actor
and singer who
created therole

of ‘Babe’ Williams
in the Broadway
musical The
Pajama Game. She
died on 2 June,
aged 101.

Jeannette
Charles
Elizabeth II's most
famous lookalike.
She died on
2 June, aged 96.
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The amount,

in billions of
pounds ($3.5bn),
that English and
Scottish football
fans are expected
to spend on items
including beer,
pizzas and new
TVs during the
men’s Euro 2024
tournament,
which kicks off
this week

ELECTION 2024

PM vows to keep fighting
despite dismal poll showing

A defiant Rishi Sunak vowed to
fight on until the last day of the
election campaign after a torrid
week in which the prime minister
was criticised for missing part of
the D-day commemorations.

On Monday, the prime minister
said he could still win back voters
in the 4 July election and he did
not accept that the result was a
foregone conclusion. Sunak said
he was still fighting despite polls
showing the Conservatives are 20
points behind Labour. “There’s lots
of people who want to write me off
... ’'mnot going to stop going. I'm
not going to stop fighting for the
future of our country. I believe in
what we are doing.”

Both the prime minister and
the Labour leader, Keir Starmer,
are under pressure to explain how
they would fund government
spending after the election, after
the Institute for Fiscal Studies
repeated its criticism of both their
parties’ economic plans.

The IFS director, Paul Johnson,
said: “The more that [political
leaders] say ‘we’re not going to
increase council tax’, ‘we’re not
going to increase income tax’,
national insurance contributions
and so on, the more they tie
themselves into either not being
able toraise the money they need
or raising it in ways which are
actually more damaging.”

Starmer rejected that criticism,
insisting that Labour could make
its economic plans work by
growing the economy.

“It is always tempting for a
government to go to tax and spend
but I’'m not going to pull those
levers,” he said. “We don’t intend
to pull those levers. We want to go
to the lever marked growth.”

The Guardian Weekly 14 June2024

WALES

CULTURE

Gething loses confidence
vote after 12 weeks in office

The Welsh first minister, Vaughan
Gething, lost a confidence vote less
than 12 weeks after taking office,
following a series of scandals

that have called into question his
judgment and transparency.

The motion of no confidence
was tabled by the Tories and
backed by Plaid Cymru and the
Liberal Democrats, but Gething
has also lost the backing of some
in his own party.

Gething’s leadership has been
damaged and pressure on him to
step down is bound to grow.

His tenure has been
overshadowed by £200,000
($250,000) in donations for his
leadership campaign that he took
from a company whose owner was
convicted of dumping waste on
the Gwent Levels in south Wales.

Campaign launched tosave
‘ugly’ 1980s phone boxes

Campaigners are trying to secure
listed status for the “boringly
ugly” telephone boxes that BT
used to replace thousands of red
phone boxes in the 1980s.

The Twentieth Century Society,
which champions outstanding
examples of modern design,
has applied for listed status for
one KX100 box each in England,
Scotland and Wales before they
are removed next year.

UK NEWS LAW
TV doctor Mosley found Baby Reindeer’s ‘real
dead on Greek island Martha’ sues Netflix

The British TV presenter Michael
Mosley was found dead on the
Greek island of Symi last Sunday.
Mosley had gone missing after
going for a walk on the island
last Wednesday. His body was
discovered on rocky terrain, next
to asmall resort accessible only
by boat or by foot.

Mosley, 67, a Daily Mail
columnist, made a number of
documentaries about diet and
exercise. He was also credited for
the rising popularity of the 5:2
diet, which involves fasting for
two days a week to lose weight.
He was named medical journalist
of the year by the British Medical
Association in 1995.

The woman who identified
herself as the inspiration behind
the character Martha Scott in

the hit Netflix drama series Baby
Reindeer has filed a $170m lawsuit
against the streaming giant.

In alawsuit filed last Thursday
in the US district court for the
central district of California,

Fiona Harvey accused Netflix of
defamation, intentional infliction
of emotional distress, negligence,
gross negligence and violations of
her right of publicity.

It follows the success of the
series starring Richard Gadd, a
writer and actor who created the
show based on his own experiences
of being allegedly stalked.

Harvey has identified herself as
the inspiration behind the series
but denied being a stalker, as
well as claims that she sent Gadd
41,000 emails, hundreds of voice
messages and 106 letters.

A Netflix spokesperson said:
“We intend to defend this matter
vigorously and to stand by Richard
Gadd’sright to tell his story.”
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o Reader’s
eyewitness

Off guard

‘A rare chance
since as arule
for all travellers
in Iran, you
should never
take photos of
the policemen.
However, these
four requested
me to take
pictures of them
with my camera,
which they
believed was
better than their
smartphones’
By ‘Kan’,
pseudonym at
photographer’s
request,
Kerman, Iran

SCIENCE AND
ENVIRONMENT

MEDICAL RESEARCH

Gene therapy trial gives deaf
children hearing inboth ears

Five children who were born deaf
now have hearing in both ears after
taking part in an “astounding” gene
therapy trial that raises hopes for
further treatments.

Doctors at Fudan University in
Shanghai treated the children, aged
between one and 11, in both ears
in the hope they would gain 3D
hearing. Within weeks the children
could locate the sources of sounds
and recognised speech in noisy
environments. Two of the children
were recorded dancing to music, the
researchers said in Nature Medicine.

POLLUTION

Animalsleft addicted and
anxious by human drugs

Drug exposure is causing significant
changes to the behaviour and
anatomy of some animals - from
brown trout becoming “addicted”
to methamphetamine to the

contraceptive pill causing sex
reversal in some fish populations,
leading to a collapse in numbers and
local extinction events as male fish
reverted to female organs.

Michael Bertram, an assistant
professor at the Swedish University
of Agricultural Sciences, said:
“Active pharmaceutical ingredients
are found in waterways all around
the globe, including in organisms
that we might eat.”

In a paper published in the journal
Nature Sustainability, researchers
said the pharmaceutical industry
must urgently reform the design of
drugs to make them greener.

ASTRONOMY

Carbon detected in galaxy
just350m years after bigbang

Astronomers have detected carbon
in a galaxy observed just 350m years
after the big bang, in observations
that raise the possibility that the
conditions for life were present
almost from the dawn of time.

The observations, made by
the James Webb space telescope,
suggest vast amounts of carbon were
released when the first generation
of stars exploded in supernovae.
Carbon is a building block for life,

80%

Accuracy level
of a 10-minute
brain scan that
could detect
dementia up to
nine years before
people develop
noticeable
symptoms, a
study suggests

but was previously thought to have
emerged later in cosmic history.
“This is the earliest detection of
an element heavier than hydrogen,”
said Prof Roberto Maiolino, an
astronomer at the University of
Cambridge and a co-author of the
findings, due to be published in the
journal Astronomy & Astrophysics.

NEUROLOGY

Women perform better when
menstruating, study finds

Women make fewer mistakes and
have better mental agility while on
their period despite feeling worse
than at any other time during their
menstrual cycle, research suggests.

The research, by University
College London’s Institute of Sport,
Exercise and Health, found women’s
reaction times, accuracy and
attention to detail were heightened
while menstruating, challenging
hypotheses on how women perform
in sports during their period.

The study, in the journal
Neuropsychologia, involved data
from 241 participants (including 96
who were male and 47 women who
were not regularly menstruating
due to their contraception, for
comparative purposes).

14June2024 The Guardian Weekly
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o National Rally supporters in Paris react as the
European election polls closed last Sunday
The Guardian Weekly 14 June2024 SARAH MEYSSONNIER/REUTERS; LUDOVIC MARIN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES




The big story
European elections

Far-right gainsin last weekend's

EU polls sent shockwaves across

the continent - and prompted
Emmanuel Macron to call a high-risk
snap election in France. Is Europe on
the brink of a political earthquake?

Into
the
void

FRANCE
By Angelique Chrisafis SOISSONS

veryone is in
‘ total shock,” said
Baptiste Lopata,
a radiologist, sit-
ting in his trade
union office in the

small northern French town of Sois-
sons. “Now we’ve all got to mobilise
against the far right.”

When Marine Le Pen’s anti-
immigration, far-right National Rally
(RN) won a historic victory in the
European elections last Sunday night,
its highest scores were here, in the
north-eastern department of L’Aisne,
where it won over 50%, and even 60%
in some rural villages, compared to a
31% score nationwide.

The far right’s huge success was
expectedin this heartland area, which
isageing, underpopulated, has higher
than average unemployment and pov-
erty, and a history of factory closures.
Instead, thereal shock was Emmanuel
Macron’s sudden decision to dissolve
parliament and call a snap election.

Two years ago, Lopata’s area of
Soissons elected an RN member of
parliament, José Beaurain, a pro-
fessional piano-tuner who was the

French national assembly’s first blind
MP since the war. Residents now feel
that a snap election with the far right
on an upwards trend, could see the
partyincrease fromits current 88 seats
to more than 200.

Theresult of the sudden three-week
electionraceis hard to predict. It could
resultin another hung parliament. But
ifthe RN reached a 289-seat majority,
Le Pen’s popular 28-year-old protege
Jordan Bardellawould end up as prime
minister with Macron remaining presi-
dent for three more years, continuing
tobein charge of defence and foreign
policy, namely France’s relationship
with Nato and backing of Ukraine.

“We’re going to insist on standing
together against the far right, I think
young people will vote massively,
unlike in the European elections,
because they know what’s at stake,”
said Lopata, who grew up in a local
village and worked at Soissons
hospital, where a shortage of staff
means that almost half the doctors
come from outside the EU. “With-
out foreign doctors, we would have

no doctors at all, because no one 5
wants to come here.”
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A Emmanuel and
Brigitte Macron
cast their votes in
Le Tougquet
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‘Ithink
young
people
willvote
massively,
because
they know
what's at
stake’

» Marine Le Pen
delivers a victory
speech
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AcrossFrance, there wasbafflement
at Macron’ssudden decisionto callan
election when he wasin a weak politi-
cal position and Le Pen’s party was on
a high.

Macron’s centrist grouping had
dropped to a historic low of less than
15% in the European elections with
many voting to punish him person-
ally, two years after it failed to win
a majority in parliament and forced
through unpopular changes, such as
raising the pension age.

By contrast, Le Pen’s party greatly
expanded its voter base from its
working-class heartlands to higher-
earning graduates, topping the pollsin
an unprecedented 93% of communes
across France, including in Brittany
and the Ile de France area outside
Paris, which had traditionally been
hostile to its policies.

Faced with Le Pen’s rise, the left,
centristsand traditional right had been
expecting tospend the next three years
strategising about how to counter her
inthe 2027 presidential election. Sud-
denly they now face mobilisingin less
than three weeks.

Some opposition politicians
speculated that Macron had feared
a vote of confidence on the govern-
ment’s autumn budget and felt it was
better to act fast.

Crucially, those close to Macron felt
confident the French people would
not ultimately vote for a far-right
government. “We’re going for the
win,” amember of Macron’s entourage
said. Calling the snap election was a
way to try to diffuse “a kind of fever
and disorderin parliament that makes
action difficult”.

TheFrench left were more cautious,
suggesting Macron was taking a
reckless gamble. They said Macron
was potentially opening the doors of
government to a party, which though
it had changed its name from Front
National, was founded by Jean-
Marie Le Pen, and for decades was
seen as a danger to democracy that
promoted racist, antisemitic and
Islamophobic views.

nthehigh-streetin Soissons,
Karim, 29, who runs a fast-
food restaurant in Paris,
grew up in the banlieue
town of Aubervilliers. He was visit-
ing his parents who had retired to
PAisne. “What will it change if Le
Pen’s party gets in?” he said. “Yes
there may well be more racism, but
let’s be honest there is already a mas-
sive amount of racism in France and
itisincreasing year on year.”

Joél, 60, a forklift truck driver in
Soissons, said he’d voted for Bardella
out of frustration and anger at not
being able to make ends meet. On
paid sick-leave and renting an apart-
ment from a private landlord, he said
his bank account was empty by the
end of the month. “There’s no sense
of justice, it feels like public services
don’twork. Thope things will change.”
He felt Macron was an “egotist” who
didn’t understand workers’ lives.

Joél had worked in all sorts of jobs,
from park-keeper to picking the cham-
pagne grape harvest. His father had
worked in a canning factory but fac-
tories here closed down and “Europe
finished us off”, he said. He used to
vote for the rightwing Jacques Chirac
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and said he didn’t have anything
against immigrants, “but we should
close our borders anyway.”

Another resident, Matthieu, 21, a
finance student from Soissons who
wasat university in Lille, and voted for
the traditional right Les Républicains
said: “Iwasn’t surprised Macron called
anelection, he didn’t have an absolute
majority, he was stuck.” Matthieu had
voted tactically for Macronin the past
to keep out Le Pen in the 2022 presi-
dential election. “I'll vote again to keep
the far right out,” he said.

Alain, 73, a retired senior civil
servant, had voted Macron because
he was pro-Europe and supported
Ukraine against Russia. He was shaken
by Macron’s decision to call a sudden
election. “I'm not rejoicingabout this,
I can tell you that,” he said. “Macron
was in difficulty in parliament and
maybe he thought he just couldn’t
carry on,” he added.

In Alain’s village of 300 people in
L’Aisne, the combined vote for anti-
immigration far-right candidates had
risen to 50%. “ButI’ve never even seen
an immigrant in our village.”

ANGELIQUE CHRISAFIS IS THE
GUARDIAN’S PARIS CORRESPONDENT

Seats summary Provisional results, as at 10 June

Left S&D
36 135

-1 -4

Green
/EFA

53
-19

Renew

EPP

ECR

ID NI
58 45

Others

+9

Source: European parliament. +/- change from the outgoing parliamentin 2024. Note: the total number of seats hasincreased by 15
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Centre parked
Mainstream
alliance holds
in the face of
far-right surge

By Jon Henley

So in the end, with

a couple of alarming

o wobbles, the centre
held in Europe.

As polls predicted, the
mainstream pro-EU alliance
of centre-right, centre-left,
liberal and Green parties in the
European parliament hung on,
comfortably, to its majority.

National conservative and
far-right forces made big gains,
ending up with just under a
quarter of MEPs in the 720-seat
assembly - their highest tally
ever. But in some places they
fared worse than forecast.

Where they did do well, they
did very well, most notably
in France, where Emmanuel
Macron’s humbling 15%-32%
defeat by Marine Le Pen’s
National Rally (RN) pushed
the French president into the
huge gamble of calling a snap
legislative election.

In Germany, too, despite a
number of scandals including
Nazi whitewashing, Alternative
fiir Deutschland (AfD) garnered
a higher percentage of the
national vote (16%) than any
of the three parties that make
up the beleaguered coalition of
the chancellor, Olaf Scholz.

These are worrying
developments in the
two countries that have

that has driven the EU forward.
France faces the risk of a far-
right majority in parliament,
while Germany’s government
has been further weakened.

Brothers of Italy, led by the
Italian prime minister, Giorgia
Meloni, was a big winner, too,
scoring 28%. But outside those
big three member states - and
Austria, where FPO, as long
predicted, finished first on 26%
- the hard right’s scores often
underwhelmed.

Belgium’s Vlaams Belang
scored less than 14%, as did
the Danish People’s party
(6.4%). The Finns (7.6%)
and the Sweden Democrats
(13%), both of which are either
in or supporting rightwing
governments, disappointed.

In Poland, Law & Justice
(PiS) was narrowly defeated by
Donald Tusk’s Civic Coalition.
Spain’s Vox failed to clear 10%,
Geert Wilders’ Freedom party
(PVV), winners of the last
Dutch national election, wound
up with three fewer seats than
the Labour/Green Left Alliance,
and in Hungary, Viktor Orban

Despite their gains,
rightwing groups’

divisions will limit
theirimpact

» AfD leaders
Tino Chrupalla
and Alice Weidel

had his worst night in years.

Overall the results
were broadly in line with
expectations. “More than
anything, these elections
reflect developments at the
national level,” said Cas
Mudde, an expert in populism
and the radical right at the
University of Georgia.

Mudde said developments
undoubtedly included
highly unpopular incumbent
governments. But if anything,
judged against their current
strength at national level
across the bloc, the far right
was now “underrepresented
at European level”.

The elections’ main impact,
consequently, is likely to be
most felt in national capitals -
particularly Paris and Berlin.

In the European parliament,
the centre-right European
People’s party (EPP), the
centre-left Socialists and
Democrats (S&D) and the
liberals of Renew are on course
for more than 400 MEPs.

Adding in the Greens, which
shed about a quarter of their
seats but were left with more
than 50, that gives the pro-
European mainstream “centre”
a total of about 455 MEPs -
areduced but still relatively
comfortable majority in the
720-seat assembly.

Meanwhile, the combined
hard right, splintered into
Meloni’s national-conservative
ECR, Le Pen’s far-right Identity
and Democracy (ID), and
assorted (thus far) non-aligned
parties, including AfD and
Orban’s Fidesz, can count
on perhaps 145.

Mujtaba Rahman, of the
Eurasia Group consultancy,
said: “Despite their gains,
divisions and disorganisation

» Polish PM
Donald Tusk

at an election
event

EU’s political and policy agenda
in the next five-year term.”

Along with other analysts,
however, Rahman said that on
specific issues where far-right
policy positions had traction,
tactical alliances could dilute or
even derail EU initiatives.

Those are most likely
to include debates around
migration and the climate.

Nicolai von Ondarza,
of the German Institute
for International Affairs
(SWP), said that although
the centre held, “European
politics are going to get more
polarising, more politicised
and more populist.”

There would be much
movement among the various
parliamentary groups on the
right, von Ondarza said, with
AfD likely to try to form its own
“righter-than-far-right” group
but also MEPs from Orban’s
Fidesz seeking a new home.

“But these movements will
not affect the overall majority,”
he said. “If anything, they are
likely to further strengthen the
EPP, which will grow.”

Although the far right’s big
gains in France and Germany
will have little impact on
the European parliament as
such, they could well have a
major impact on EU politics,
because most EU power still
resides in the capitals.

:Includes: Irish . parties.
. opposition leader :Includes: Spanish PM
* Mary Lou McDonald : Pedro Sanchez

president Emmanuel
: Macron
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. foreign minister
. Annalena Baerbock
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. prime minister
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Pole position
Vonder Leyen
must look

left orright
toseal second
presidency

By Jennifer Rankin BRUSSELS
and Angela Giuffrida ROME

rsula von der Leyen this

week began trying to craft

amajority forasecond term

as European Commission
president, after major gains for the
far right that are likely to mean a less
stable European parliament.

Von der Leyen, a German Chris-
tian Democrat, was jubilant after her
European People’s party (EPP) secured
186 of the 720 seats in the European
elections, maintainingits 25-year hold
as the largest group and leaving her a
narrow path toa second term.

But she has been presented with
a wild card: the French president,
Emmanuel Macron’s decision to call
snap elections after his Renaissance
party came a dismal second to Marine
Le Pen’s far-right National Rally.

—_—
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Von der Leyen, the first woman to
lead the commission, was the EPP’s
lead candidate and isin pole position.

With the uncertainty of French elec-
tions in the mix, she has to clear two
hurdles. First she needs the backing of
aqualified majority of EUleaders, then
an absolute majority - 361 votes -inthe
new European parliament.

EU leaders are expected to take a
decision on her appointment as part of
apackage of topjobsatatwo-day sum-
mit starting on 27 June, just before the
first round of French parliamentary
elections on 30 June.

One EUdiplomat said von der Leyen
“was and still is the presumptive
second-term commission president”
and there was no reason to expect
a delay: “Macron can do what he
wants with national elections, but he
shouldn’t expectall of ustogrind toa
halt to watch him do it.”

Célia Belin, the head of the Paris
office at the European Council on For-
eign Relations, said the impact of the
French elections on the EU jobs talks
could depend on Macron’s popularity
at home. If opinion polls showed
Macron far behind National Rally
“the legitimacy for him to appoint
von der Leyen is much smaller”, she
said, butifthe polls showed a better, or
lessbad, result for him, “he might feel
emboldened to just decide earlier”.

Either way, Macron was set to
discuss von der Leyen’s future with
Germany’s Olaf Scholz and Italy’s Gior-
gia Meloni on the sidelines of the G7
summit in Puglia this week. Von der
Leyen was also expected in Italy, as
was the European Council president,
Charles Michel, tasked with being an

honest broker in the top jobs negotia-
tions. These five willjoin other EUlead-
ers for an informal dinner in Brussels
next week to widen the discussions.

Von der Leyen arguably has an
even more pressing task: persuading
theincoming European parliament to
back her. On Monday, she reiterated
that she would turn to Europe’s “main
political families” to form her majority,
referring to her own EPP, the Socialists
and Democrats, in second place with
135 seats, and the centrist Renew group
with 79 seats, according to provisional
results on Monday afternoon.

These three groups hold 400 of the
720 seats, but that slim majorityis not
enough. In the large, ideologically
messy European parliament political
families, around 10-15% of MEPs
regularly fail to toe the party line.

In 2019 von der Leyen was elected
with only nine votes to spare, despite
a paper majority of 65 for the groups
supporting her. That means she has
to look right or left to secure her re-
election, either to the hard-right
Eurosceptic European Conservatives
and Reformists (ECR), who surged to
win 73 seats, or the Greens, who were
knocked down to 53 seats.

While von der Leyen has clearly
ruled out working with “Putin’s
proxies” on the far right, she has
avoided saying whether she favoursa
deal with “constructive” Eurosceptics
in the ECR, led by Meloni.

Speaking to CDU activists in Berlin
on Monday, von der Leyen reiterated
that her goal was to work with parties
that are “pro-European, pro-Ukraine
and for the rule of law”, a designa-
tion that for her apparently includes
Meloni’s hard-right Brothers of Italy.

But choosing Meloni would put von
der Leyen atrisk of losing allies in the
centre: the Socialists have insisted
they will not support von der Leyen
if she makes a deal with the ECR.

Von der Leyen could instead look
left, turning to the pro-European
Greens, who slipped to sixth place
behind Meloni’s ECR and the farright.

Alberto Alemanno, a professor of
EU law at HEC Paris business school,
thinks the appointment of commis-
sion president will be delayed until the
autumn. “Nobody has a clearcut idea
what these elections mean and how
they can be translated into the next
political cycle.”

JENNIFER RANKIN IS THE GUARDIAN’S

BRUSSELS CORRESPONDENT; ANGELA
GIUFFRIDA IS ROME CORRESPONDENT

<Ursula von der
Leyen said she
would turn to
Europe's ‘main
political families'
to form her
majority
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Europe’s appetite for the drug is surging like
never before. But the North African children
forced to service the trade face abrutal reallty
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of beatings, rape and torture

Theébloody cost of
the cocaine boom

By Mark Townsend

addalena Chiarenza
never knows what state
the children will be in
when they arrive at her
door. She has seenblack eyes, missing
teeth, abroken jaw. “They suffer such
regular violence,” said Chiarenza,
whose Brussels-based NGO, SOS
Jeune, cares for unaccompanied
Moroccan and Algerian children.

A short walk from the NGO’s office
near the Eurostar train terminal,
groups of north African childrenarea
common sight. Some walk the streets
like zombies, after being fed sedatives.

Some children the NGO has cared for
have since died; through sickness, mur-
der or suicide; Chiarenza says at least
fivein the past three years. Another 23
children it has had contact with are in
prison, some on drug offences.

On the surface, the plight of these
unaccompanied child migrants, and
hundreds of others like them through-
out Europe, isatestament to the failure
of governments across the continent
to provide help and assistance to the
most vulnerable victims of the global