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Tree Expert Committee too quick to say yes to chopping of trees for
railways projects, but doesn’t follow up on compensatory plantation

GUT AND PASTE

| Garima Prasher
garima.prasher
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

ased on orders by Bengalu-
ru's Tree Expert Committee
(TEC), thousands of trees in
the city are yet again in the
line of fire,
The order copies with Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) show that while permission

ed by the committee for a South
Western Railway Project, over 2,000)
trees have been permitted to be cut
for Bengaluru's Suburban Rail
Project (BSRI).

According to the public notice
put up by SWR, permission was
asked to remove 176 trees to accom-
maodate extra tracks along the exist-
ing tracks and construction of a new
rail line in connection with quadru-
pling work between KR Puram rail-
way station and Whitefield.

Multi-level parking complex
near Freedom Park is finally set
to be inaugurated on June 20
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to remove 187 trees has been grant-
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Fell in his prime: Jumbo Death leaves all shocked
Ashwathamma is the latest to fall victim to what conservationists
are calling sheer carelessness on part of authority
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@ Melodic magic

Join an unforgettable evening of music with Sizy.
Experience the soulful vocals of this multi-genre
Western music vocalist as she covers classic Rock,
Pop, Jazz, Funk, Alt, and Bollywood hits. With
over 80 solo, Duo, and Band shows under her
belt, Sizy's powerful vocals and impressive range
are sure to captivate audiences. Catch this event
to witness her passion and talent firsthand.
Where: Jamie Oliver Kitchen, Indiranagar;

When: 15 June, 8 PM

@ Friday night unplugged

Experience the magic of live music with Nidhi
Chacko, a talented singer, songwriter, and poet.
Transport yvourself to a world of melodramatic
pop and rock sounds, inspired by the likes of
Britney Spears and Linkin Park. Join an intimate
evening filled with soulful tunes and heartfelt
lyrics, as Nidhi takes the stage with just her guitar,
promising an unforgettable performance that will
resonate with your soul, Where: Urban Solace,
Ulsoor; When: 14 June, 7 PM

Freedom Park’s new hi-tech
parking complex is ready

Space for 445 two-wheelers and 556
cars, offers structured fees with free
pickup and drop-off services for visitors

I Sridhar Vivan
sridhar.vivan
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @sridharvMirror

he long-delayed multi-

level parking complex

near Freedom Park is

finally set to be inaugu-
rated on June 20. For Rs 79.581
crore, BBEMP constructed the
country’s first facility utilising
advanced parking technology.
Howewver, the complex remained
unused for three years until re-
laxed conditions attracted con-
tractor interest, leading to the
tender being awarded after seven
failed attempts.

The parking complex accom-
modates 445 two-wheelers on
the first floor and 556 cars across
three tloors: 118 on the first, 219
on the second, and 219 on the
third. Fees are structured as fol-
lows: Rs 15 for bikes and Rs 25
for cars for the first hour, increas-
ing with duration up to Rs 100
for bikes and Rs 165 for cars for
10-12 hours. Monthly passes are
available at Rs 2,500 for bikes
and Rs 3,500 for cars.

An official said, “The multi-
level parking complex will offer
free pickup and drop-off services
for those who park their vehicles

there, benefiting visitors to Vid-
hana Soudha, the High Court,
Majestic, and surrounding areas.
They can park their vehicles and
gasily travel to their destina-
tions. This facility incorporates
advanced parking technology,
including an automatic parking
guidance system, smart parking
management, and digital sig-
nage, ensuring safe and efficient
vehicle parking. The complex is
equipped with 24/7 CCTV sur-
veillance, fire safety equipment,
and an emergency response
system.” The opening of this
multi-level parking complex is
poised to greatly ease parking
challenges in the city centre.
Following multiple tender calls,
the contract has been awarded
to two contractors for a decade,
committing an annual payment
of Rs 1.50 crore to BEMP.
Located near key destina-
tions such as Vidhana Soudha,
Vikasa Soudha, the Lokavukta,
the High Court, City Civil Court,
Bangalore University, Mysore
Bank Circle, Income Tax Depart-
ment, Chickpet, and Cubbon
Park, this parking facility will be
a major convenience for visitors
to Gandhi Nagar, Majestic, and
surrounding areas. “The area
around Freedom Park houses
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FI|E phutu of multi-storeyed parking
lot being built at Freedom Park

‘ This complex is
equipped with
24/7 CCTV
surveillance, fire
safety equipment
and an emergency
response system.

~ BBMP official

many government offices and
colleges, and this complex will
be a boon for visitors. Addition-
ally, it will be beneficial for those
attending protests and demon-
strations in the vicinity,” said an
official.

Earlier, there were plans to
ban parking around Freedom

Park due to a lack of interest
from contractors in managing
the multistory parking facility
nearby. The availability of free
parking in the area was a ma-
jor deterrent. This new parking
facility aims to serve both com-
muters heading to the Central
Business District (CBD) and the
significant number of protestors
who frequent the area. 'rotests
near Freedom Park and Kalidasa
Road lead to vehicles parked on
nearby streets, causing tratfic
congestion and inconvenience
to locals. BBMI® aimed to ease
this by planning a 1,000-vehicle
capacity parking complex, vet
free parking in the vicinity ini-
tially deterred interest.

Eco-friendly ride

Say hello to the future of commuting with the all-
new Electric Chetak 2801. With a robust metal body
and a range of 123 kilometres, it's the perfect blend
of durabil-
ity and
efficiency.
Available in
five vibrant
colors, and
equipped
with
advanced
features
like a digital
console, al-
loy wheels,
and Blue-
tooth con-
nectivity,
the Chetak 2901 offers unmatched rider comfort
and convenience. Customers can upgrade with the
TecPac for even more exc iting features. The retail
sales start from June 15. Get ready to ride into a
greener, brighter tomorrow with Bajaj Auto Ltd
Electric Chetak 2801.

NEET 2024 fallout: IAP pushes for re-evaluation & GBI probe

| Iffath Fathima
Iffath.Fathima
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

midst the recent NEET re-
A sults controversy, The In-

dian Academy of Pediatrics
(IAP), the second-largest organi-
sation of paediatricians globally,
committed to children’s holistic
well-being, has raised additional
inquiries regarding concerns fol-
lowing the release of Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs) by the
National Testing Agency (NTA).
These FA()s aim to address vari-
ous queries and issues surround-
ing alleged discrepancies in the
conduct of NEET 2024.

The AP, representing over
45,000 paediatricians across In-
dia, boasts a strong network,
including 32 state branches,
337 district and city branches,
one foreign branch, and 30 sub-
specialty chapters and interest
groups across five zones of the
country.

Highlighting disparities ob-
served in the NEET UG 2024
examination, the IAP expressed
concerns following a recent
press release by the NTA. The
IAP cited the following statistics
from the NTA's press release. The
examination took place in 13
languages across approximately
571 cities, including 14 cities
outside India, with 4,750 cen-
tres and oversight from 210,105
invigilators. A total of 24,06,079
candidates registered for the
NEET UG 2024 examination, of
which 23,33,297 appeared, and
13,16,268 qualified. This marks a
notable difference from previous
years, with around 11,45,976
qualifying in 2023 and approxi-
mately 9,93,069 qualifyving in
2022, Interestingly, over 67 stu-
dents achieved the 1st rank with
a perfect score of 720, followed
closely by scores of 718 and 719
for subsequent ranks. In compar-
ison, in 2023, 2 students secured
the 1st rank with a total score of
720, followed by scores of 716
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and 715 for other top ranks. In
2022, 1 student clinched the 1st
rank with a total score of 715,
followed by 3 students also scor-
ing 7135.

However, the IAP pointed
out that they have requested
comprehensive clarification on
several points. The NEET UG re-
sult press release lacks the marks
obtained by the top 100 rankers,
providing only their percentiles.
This contrasts with previous
vears, where scorecards included
both marks and percentiles for
the top 50 ranks. The surge in
the number of students qualify-
ing for the NEET UG 2024 ex-
amination is strikingly higher

compared to previous years.
Questionably, 67 candidates
secured the 1st rank with a per-
fect score of 720 in NEET UG
2024. Traditionally, first rankers
achieved a perfect score of 720,
followed by subsequent ranks
scoring /16 or /15. However,
this year, subsequent ranks had
scores of 718 and 719, deviating
from the usual scoring pattern,
and raising concerns about the
testing and evaluation process.
NTA awarded compensatory
marks for time loss, though not
specified in exam guidelines,
causing a sudden rise in the
cutoff. Such rules should have
been disclosed earlier. Addition-
ally, addressing unfair practices
like cheating and paper leaks re-
quires immediate attention.

IAP turther stated, "We re-
quest a CBI inquiry into the dis-
crepancies as mentioned above
and a re-examination to ensure
a fair evaluation process. These
candidates represent the hope
for our future.”
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Don’t botch it up, forest dept to start training snake handlers in city

| Bangalore Mirror Bureau
mybangaloremirror
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

n the wake of multiple botched snake rescue

operations by unskilled snake rescuers in

the past, the Karnataka Forest Department

(KFD) has finally started its programme to
train snake handlers in the city.

Under this initiative, the department has
decided to conduct a two-day training pro-
gramme for rescuers in Bengaluru. The training
will be held on June 19 and 20 at Bannerghatta
Biological Park.

“Keeping in mind the instances of human-
snake conflict, snake rescuers in Bengaluru and
surrounding areas are key to peaceful and safe
coexistence. Training will be given by experts on
various aspects of snake rescue such as situations
that warrant a rescue, protocols for the safe han-

dling of snakes, strategies for community
engagement, knowledge of the latest develop-
ments in taxonomy, herpetological science,
snakebite management, etc,” said a statement
released from the department,

The programme will train participants to
help the department in record keeping. After the
programme, successful participants will be certi-
fied as trained rescuers by the department.

“We are mulling over uploading a detailed
list of certified rescuers on our website so citizens
can reach out to them when in need. The pro-
gramme will also help us understand the level
of human-snake conflict.

It will help us understand conflict-prone
areas and this information can then be used
to plan mitigation measures. The department
will also play a role in the safe and scientific
release of snakes,” said Kumar Pushkar, addi-
tional principal chief conservator of forests
(wildlife), KFD.

In October 2022, the department came up
with a draft operational manual to etfectively
mitigate human-snake conflict. The idea was to
institutionalise the process and make it compul-

sory for the handlers to seek a certificate from
the department.

As per the manual, anvone interested in
snake rescue will have to undergo a periodic cer-
tification programme at institutes notified by
the department. The department had then men-
tioned that the handlers will have to undergo
the certification and assessment program every
two years. According to the department, the idea
is to provide standard operating procedures to
guide a rescuer in managing a conflict situation
and build a system of accountability to regulate
snake rescue across the state.

Later, in February this year, an instruction
was issued by the department’s Wildlife Division
to all CCFs to conduct training programs for
snake handlers as per the operational manual.

Interested volunteers can register at
https://bit.ly/kfdswbir and
https://forms.gle/mTBgNW2oK7usEhx58
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Universities worldwide already follow a biannual
admission system. If Indian HEls adopt the
biannual admission cycle, our HEls can enhance
their international collaborations and student
exchanges

— UGG chief Jagadesh Kumar

UGG issues guidelines over

transparent disclosure

he University Grants = o= « %8
Commission (UGC)
has recently issued
guidelines regard-
ing transparent self-

disclosure by Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (HElIs) in
accordance with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
UGC secretary Manish Joshi
said, “The NEP emphasises
the importance of public self-
disclosure as a fundamental
principle. NEP contemplates
that HEIs shall be responsible \
and accountable to the stake- \
holders through transparent
self-disclosure of all relevant
records. The availability of
information in the public do-
main is an important source of
accountability. Stakeholders in
the higher education system,
such as students, parents, re-
search scholars, prospective
students, regulatory bodies, ac-
creditation agencies, alumni,
and the public, desire to seek
information from the websites
of HEIs.”

He said that every Higher
Education Institution shall
maintain a functional website
for making relevant self-disclo-
sure to the stakeholders. The
disclosure made on the website
shall have unrestricted access

BGU’s 3rd convocation

The Third Annual Convocation of Bengaluru Central
University (BCU) is set to take place on Saturday, June
29,2024, at 11:30 am in the Jnana Jyothi Auditorium on
Palace Road, Central College Campus.

Thaawar Chand Gehlot, the Governor of Karnataka
and Chancellor of Bengaluru City University, will preside
over the event. Prof. 1.G. Sitharam, Ghairman of the
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), has
graciously agreed to deliver the Convocation Address.
Dr. M. C. Sudhakar, Minister for Higher Education and
Pro-Chancellor of Bengaluru City University, will also be
in attendance.

Prof. Lingaraja Gandhi, the Vice Chancellor of Ben-
galuru City University, will provide a concise overview of
the university's activities.

without any requirement of
login/registration and shall
have a “Search’ facility for easy
access. HEIs are required to pro-
vide information related to
various aspects such as the
institution’s overview, legal
framework, accreditation sta-
tus, financial reports, govern-
ing bodies, academic programs,
admissions, research activities,
student life, alumni associa-

tion, and contact details.
“These guidelines are aimed
at promoting transparency,
accountability, and stakeholder
engagement within the higher
education sector. The guide-
lines underscore the impor-
tance of information accessibil-
ity and clarity in decision-mak-
ing processes for students,
parents, and other stakehold-
ers. By ensuring transparent

self-disclosure through func-
tional websites, HEIs can
enhance trust, credibility, and
public confidence in the higher
education system.

Compliance with these
guidelines is crucial for HEIs to
demonstrate their commitment
to transparency and responsible
governance in alignment with
the objectives of the NEP 2020,"
Joshi added.
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Rain turns Thubarahalii

Road into risky slush

Citizens of area plead for asphalting of road, but no action has been taken by authorities

| Y Maheswara Reddy
c-y.reddy@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

pproximately 2,000 citi-
zens of Thubarahalli Ex-
tension face significant
challenges commuting
on the road connecting
Thubarahalli with other areas, in-
cluding several private schools, Due
to the neglect and apathy of the
authorities, travelling on this road
has become an arduous task. When
it rains, the road transforms into a
mini-pond filled with slush, making
it especially difficult for two-wheeler
riders to navigate,

The citizens have been appealing
to the authorities to address the
issue, but their requests have gone
unanswered, and the road remains
unpaved. With more residential
apartment complexes under con-
struction, the situation is set to wors-
en. “1 have been living here for the
past 10 years, hoping the BBMP
authorities would finally pave the
road, but my hopes have been in
vain. Commuting on this muddy,
uneven road during the monsoon is
a constant struggle. | appeal to the
BBMP authorities to asphalt the road
as soon as possible,” said Jayakumar
R, a person with disabilities,

Sunder Raman, an occupant of
Thubarahalli Extension, is appeal-
ing to the BBMDP authorities to
assist the citizens. “We have been
requesting and reminding the
BEMP engineers ot the need of
asphalting the road but nothing
has been done till date, The BBMP
engineers are not even bothered to
reply to our messages. The condi-
tion of the road between
Thirumalaraya Swamy Temple and
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The condition of Thubarahalli Extention Road

| have been living
here for the past 10
years, hoping the
BBMP authorities
would finally pave the
road, but my hopes
have been in vain
-Jayakumar R, citizen

Vibgvor S5chool Junction is pathet-
ic,” said Sunder Raman.

A citizen speaking anonymously,
mentioned that it has become cus-
tomary for elected representatives
and politicians to give assurances
when approached by citizens seeking
permanent solutions to infrastruc-
ture problems. “One of the politi-
cians has assured us to look into the
matter but never bothered to fix the
problem,” the citizen said.

A BEMP assistant engineer stated
that the incomplete stormwater
drain is causing waterlogging on
Thubarahalli Extension Road.
However, BEMP Stormwater Drain
Assistant Executive Engineer Malati
mentioned that the construction of
the stormwater drain-cum-road has
already begun. “We have already
completed a 100-metre stormwater
drain-cum-road and we have to com-
plete the remaining 400-metre.
Locals are causing issues for the
workers involved in the construc-
tion. We had to pause the work for
two months because the traffic police
diverted traffic to this road due to
pipeline work by the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage Board
{BWSSE) on the alternate road. We
will complete the construction short-
Iv," said BBMI' Assistant Engineer,
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Problems in your area?
Send us a picture along with
specific details. And please,
no phone calls or spamming

© Manhole mishap

Marathahalli R 'f

A drainage leak and sewage
overflow from a manhole in
Munnekolal, Marathahalli, has led
to the area being inundated with a
foul odour and contaminated
drain water.

© Water woes
Railway Colony

control valve in Railway Colony,
Venkatachary Nagar, R.M.V. 2nd
stage is a major concern amidst
Bengaluru's water shortage.
Moreover, sewage overflow raises

IT sector fumes as Karnataka extends exemption unilaterally

KITU leads a major labour
office march, with I'T employees
submitting a memorandum
to the labour commissioner,

strongly advocating for change

arnataka State IT/ITeS Employees Union

(KITU) has decided to protest against the

Karnataka government’s unilateral deci-

sion to extend the exemption given to the
IT/ITeS sector from the Industrial Emplovment
(Standing Orders) Act.

As per a circular dated June 10, the state govern-
Startups/Animation/Gaming/Computer Graphics/
Telecom/BPO/other knowledge-based industries
from the Industrial Employment (Standing Orders)
Act, 1946 for an additional five years.

Despite concerns raised by KITU regarding
companies’ failure to meet conditions during the
previous exemption, the government proceeded
with extending the exemption for the I'T/ITES sec-
tor from the Standing Orders Act. On March 16,
KITU organised a labour office march involving
hundreds of IT sector employees. They submitted

Karnataka is a leading IT sector hub with
8,785 firms and 18 Lakh professionals

a memorandum to the labour commissioner, urg-
ing against extending the exemption due to com-
panies’ non-compliance with conditions.
Despite the labour commissioner’s assurance of
a decision only after hearing both parties, the gov-
ernment unilaterally extended the exemption for
another five years without holding the tripartite
meeting as promised. “This is a blatant attempt by
the government to appease its corporate bosses,
completely disregarding the concerns of the 20

lakh emplovees in this sector,” the KITU said in a
statement.

Industries exempted must adhere to several
conditions, including establishing an internal
committee as per the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act, setting up a grievance
redressal committee with equal employer-
employee representation, and notifyving labour
authorities about disciplinary actions like suspen-
sion, termination, or demotion. Additionally,
they must furnish employee service details upon
government request,

It is important to note that the Karnataka
State IT/ITeS Employees Union filed a writ peti-
tion in the Karnataka High Court challenging the
exemption, and this petition is currently under
adjudication,

Estimates suggest that Karnataka is home to
over 18 lakh professionals currently working in
8,785 IT/BT firms. Initially, on January 25, 2014,
the state government exempted [T, ITeS, business
process outsourcing, and knowledge process out-
sourcing firms from the Industrial Employment
(Standing Order) Act 1946, This exemption was
further extended for an additional five vears from
May 25, 2019.

- Rachana Ramesh

contamination risks for the
drinking water supply.

© Road peril
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A hazardous area lies on Tank
Bund Road, near BET PU College,
Bismillahnagar, S.G. Palya. The
road bump is concealed, posing a
risk to drivers. Additionally, the
presence of parked vehicles
increases the danger on this busy
stretch.
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Your old water purifier
should be upgraded:
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I will ask engineers to

K’taka gears
to scale it
up, go global

| Bangalore Mirror Bureau

, mybangaloremirror
@timesgroup.com
TWEETS @BangaloreMirror
i’

arnataka has taken a big step
Ktr_: enhance its tech industry
by launching the Hypergrowth
(lobal Karnataka programme,
This new initiative, announced
at London Tech Week, aims to
help high-growth startups from
Bengaluru and nearby areas expand
internationally.

Privank Kharge, Karnataka's
Minister for IT/BT, announced the
program, highlighting its focus on
addressing the needs of late-stage
startups. Unlike many other pro-
grams that cater mainly to early-
stage ventures, Hypergrowth aims
to tackle the unique challenges
faced by scaleups. These include
accessing executives with expertise
in scaling and global commerciali-
sation. The program,e will offer
global mentors, expert advice from
leading executives, and essential

mm— propose to increase revenue

streams?
The financial situation of BEMP
has improved significantly
compared to the previous year,
This positive trend is expected to
continue into the future, The
Deputy Chief Minister has
announced that the one-time
payment scheme will conclude
by July 31. I encourage all
defaulters to settle their dues
promptly. Doing so will not only
contribute to boosting our tax
revenues but also facilitate the

ongoing improvement.

New BBMP
administrator plans
to make sure that
infra fixes for city
are sustainable and
long-standing

| SridharVivan
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @sridharvMIRROR

enior TAS officer SR
Umashankar has assumed

the role of administrator
for BEMP. With BBMDP

As this is your first assign-
ment in BEMP, how do you
plan to manage this mam-
maoth body?

A spray lruer.'tlun road repair

elections pending, senior
[AS officers are being appointed as
administrators. The former admin-
istrator, Rakesh Singh, retired on
June 30, and now Umashankar has
stepped into the position. We spoke
to him to understand the plans for
Bengaluru. Excerpts:

What assistance does

Bengaluru need from the

Central Government specifi-

cally for BBMP’s operations?
Bengaluru, as a major economic
hub, plays a crucial role in con-
tributing to the national revenue
through various taxes. The city's
substantial contributions to the
Central kitty underscore the need
for adequate support and resourc-
es from the Central Government
to address the diverse challenges
and development needs within
BBMI"s jurisdiction.

How crucial is collaboration
and CONSCNsus ﬂl‘.lll.'lllg
different agencies?
Various agencies such as BDA,
BMRCL, BWSSB, and BMRDA are
actively engaged in enhancing
the city's infrastructure and ser-
vices. However, achieving a con-

F—a |

sensus among these agencies is
imperative to ensure streamlined
and cohesive development
efforts. While initial steps have
been taken towards collabora-
tion, there is a pressing need to
expand and deepen these efforts.
Collaboration on a larger scale
will not only enhance efficiency
but also promote holistic devel-
opment across Bengaluru,

What recommendations do

you have for officials?
Potholes have become a com-
mon issue in our city. The Fix My
Street app has been instrumental
in gathering feedback from resi-
dents. Recognising the impor-
tance of addressing this issue
promptly, I have directed the
engineering section officials to
prioritise quality in road repairs.
By focusing on quality, we aim
not only to fix existing potholes

equipment, being used to patch a
pothole in the city; Inset:
Umashankar intends to focus on
durable solutions

but also to ensure that our roads
remain durable and resilient in
the long run.

How do you address

waterlogging challenges?
There are numerous historical
factors contributing to this issue
in our city. Now, our focus needs
to shift towards finding effective
solutions. One of the primary
issues is the incomplete coverage
of stormwater drains across the
city. Approximately 300 km of
Rajakaluves need to be construct-

Though this is my first stint in
BBMP in any capacity, | bring a
wealth of experience with my
previous experiences in various
departments. [ have worked as
Deputy Commissioner in three
districts and held administrative
roles in three municipal bodies.
Throughout my career, | have
consistently engaged with peo-
ple, understanding their needs
and concerns. In this new role,
my fundamental approach will
be to listen attentively to the
pleas and feedback of the resi-
dents. By carefully understanding
their problems, we can then
devise effective and sustainable
solutions.

ed, which will provide a long-
term solution to the waterlogging
problem. However, this extensive
infrastructure development pro-
ject will take several years to
complete. In the meantime, we
must implement temporary
measures to mitigate the immedi-
ate impacts of waterlogging.

There are plans to create five
new corporations out of
BEMP. Could you provide
further updates on this?
There have been ongoing discus-
sions regarding the potential
division of BEMP, although no
final decision has been reached.
These deliberations are taking
place at the highest levels of lead-

Given BBMP's typical shortage
of funds for new projects,
what strategies do you

ership, and any decisions made
will be officially communicated
to the public in due course,

connections to potential new cus-
tomers and investors, providing
much-needed support for these
companies.

Dr. Ekroop Caur, Secretary to
the Government, Department of
Electronics Information
Technology Biotechnology and
Science & Technology, emphasised
the state’s commitment to creating
a favorable environment for start-
ups. “The Government of
Karnataka is committed to making
Bengaluru the best place for found-
ers to start and scale their business-
es through supportive policies,” she
said. This initiative comes at a time
when the Bengaluru-Karnataka
startup ecosystem is receiving inter-
national recognition. Karnataka
stands out as a Top 10 Global
Ecosystem and the #3 Asia
Ecosystem in funding, demonstrat-
ing strong early-stage funding and
investor activity. The city is a key
hub for India’s tech industry, host-
ing over 80% of the country's glob-
al IT offices and 400 Global
Capability Centres. This vibrant
tech environment has produced 43
unicorns, including well-known
companies like Zerodha, Cred,
PhonelPe, Flipkart, and Big Basket.

Darshan in custody: More details emerge in murder plot

olice have intensified their in-
vestigation into the murder
of Renuka Swamy, leading to
significant developments. Kan-
nada actor Darshan’s phone, along
with the phones of 12 other suspects,
have been seized.

Additionally, a red jeep allegedly
used by Darshan and his associates to
dispose of Renuka Swamy’s body on
June 8, has been confiscated.
Authorities are also investigating the
involvement of four vehicles in the

crime, having alreadv seized two of

them.

Darshan's arrest took place in
Mysuru, after which he was transport-
ed to Bengaluru and placed in police
custody for six days. Swamy's body

was discovered at Sumanahalli Bridge
in Bengaluru on June 8. He was
reportedly an employee at pharmacy
branch in Chitradurga, The murder
weapon is believed to be a wooden
log, and the initial plan was to dispose
of his body in the Vrushabhavati val-
ley, but the body was found by dogs.

According to police reports,
Swamy allegedly sent inappropriate
messages to Kannada actress Pavithra
Gowda, a friend of Darshan. This pur-
portedly led to Swamy's murder. Eight
suspects have implicated Darshan,
claiming he was present during the
assault on Swamy.

Contrarily, Renuka Swamy's wite
has refuted allegations that her hus-
band sent any offensive messages. She

FG[EGE tah& antar Darshan s aides
to a godown at Pattanagere,
where they believe Renuka
Swamy was murdered, on
Wednesday

expressed disbelief over the need to
Kill him, stating that a warning would
have sufficed if the claims were true.
She called for justice regardless of

Darshan’s celebrity status.

Furthermore, on Tuesday,
Karnataka police recovered CCTV
footage showing a car, allegedly
belonging to Darshan, near the dis-
posal site of Swamy’s body. The foot-
age from the early hours of June 9,
also captured a car, believed to con-
tain Swamy's body and Darshan's
close aides. It remains unclear if
Darshan himself was in the vehicle at
the time.

Details emerge

According to police sources, Swamy
drew the wrath of Darshan for making
lewd comments against Gowda on her
social media posts. “It was Pavithra
who instigated Darshan to punish

Renukaswamy. Accordingly, the plan
was hatched,” they claimed. “Darshan
engaged the Chitradurga unit of
Darshan Fan Club Convenor
Raghavendra alias Raghu, who
obtained all information about
Renukaswamy.”

Swamy's wife Sahana alleged that
Raghavendra picked up her husband
on Friday night from near their house
in Chitradurga.”Darshan beat up
Renukaswamy with a belt, After he fell
unconscious, his accomplices thrashed
him with sticks. Further, they threw
him against a wall, which proved fatal,
as he suffered multiple bone fractures”
they said, adding, atter the killing, his
body was dumped in a storm-water
drain. - PTI & BMB
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mm d'shib“tes ransport Minister Ramalinga  each to the families of four passen-  labour leaders for their contributions  Insurance Scheme by KSRTC, aimed
I Reddy disbursed compensation  gers who died in an accident while  to the successful implementation of  at providing financial support to de-

- of Rs 1 crore each to the fami-  traveling on KSRTC buses. During  the Shakti scheme and suggested ex-  pendents affected by accidents both
Aecmellt Illsurallce lies of four employees who lost their  his address, Reddy said, “1 encour-  ploring the possibility of increasing  on and off duty. As of now, 13 fami-
lives in a work-related accident, Rs  age families to utilise the funds for  scholarships under the Vidva Chet-  lies have received Rs 1 crore accident

nelielrcm“ ti 10 lakh each to the dependents of  their children’s education and hous-  ana scheme. He also mentioned the  insurance, with four additional fam-
pensa 0“ 23 employees who passed away due  ing needs.” Reddy commended the  introduction of the Saarige Suraksha,  ilies receiving the compensation on

to various illnesses, and Rs 10 lakh  corporation’s workers, officers, and  a Bs. 1 crore Accdident Compensation  Wednesday. — BMB
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7 UDUPI COCHIN SHIPYARD LIMITED JOB OPENINGS

(FORMERLY TEBMA SHIPYARDS LIMITED, | .
s WISy of Ports, Shipping and Waternways, Government of india) JMSHEE! IS 5 HEQdE IHEH I of MaﬂagemEﬂt,

Vacancy Notfcaton Ref. No. UCSLIMSIHRIVNIFIT-OFCRI2024125 _ Dated: 06.06 2024 -‘:‘{i _ . DAYANANDA SAGAR INSTITUTIONS Nitte, a constituent college of Nitte (Deemed to
\iacancy Motification Ref h% EEEIIE]IE;P;‘HEVE‘JI‘!FI};T.?E.EE'I':'%HEJ Dated: 06.06.2024 | oy | Shavize Malleswara Hills, Kumaraswamy Layout, be Unwers#tb’}. recognized I:::}f_.ﬂJC_T E, New E_}eihl
FOR UDUPI COCHIN SHIPYARD LIMITED MALPE. KARNATAKA 4T Bengaluru-560111 Website : www.dayanandasagar.edu and accredited by the Accreditation Council for
ON REGULAR ROLL ! Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP),
'S1.No. T No. of Posts Dayananda Sagar Institutions (DSI) is into Education for close to half a invites applications for the position of:
01| AGM (Engineering) 1 Post century and ranks among one of the prestigious institutions in
02/ AGM (U&M - Dock Master Bangalore. DSl has got four campuses offers all major professional
03 EEHIIT.!;R MANAGER I:HEE]:I : :z: programs catering to owver 22,000 students with national and DIRECTGR
04| MANAGER (Contract Cell) 1 Post UFEDAHIRA ARSI Eligibility: MBA, PhD in Management from a
05| MANAGER (Planning) 1 Post DAYANANDA SAGAR COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE & COMMERCE reputed institute. The candidate should
06| MANAGER (Hull) 1 Post - : s have minimum of 15 years teaching
_ --Invites applications for -- ] !
07| MANAGER (Electrical) 1 Post — experience out of which at least 5 years
08| MANAGER {An{:mnm?datiun Outfit) 1 Post POSITION DEPARTMENTS Qualification & Exp. experience ShCI'L”Ci be as Director/ Dean/’
D3 MANAGER (Rull Guality Control) 1 Post As per UGC / AICTE norms Head of a Business school. The candidate
::' ::::g:: :*PJI*;T:; Control Engineering) : :zi M v v should be able to provide leadership,
12| VANAGER (Mechinery] i brofeccors ——— administer academic programs, set high
13( DEPUTY MANAGER (Finance] e e B it standards pf qverall education and be the
14| ASSISTANT MANAGER (Mechanical) 2 Posts Asst. Professors BEA, B.Com, BCA & |#S per UGC/ AICTE narms Tose OE e Metitute
15| ASSISTANT MANAGER (Electrical) 2Posts B5c (Phy / Chem / E;”Eiifslz;‘;j‘:lﬁ i The chosen candidate will be offered family
For more details on age, qualification, remuneration, application Rt tise) M.Phil / Ph.D is desirable accommodation, car with driver facility and

form and future amendments, modifications etc with

salary commensurate with the sector's best.
regards to this advertisement visit www.cochinshipyard.in or

Instructors: Diploma in CSE / ECE / B.5c (Comp. Science [ Electronics /

w._u:du_;l_]_i;_s_l_._.[:_n_[n.LaﬁtldateiurAFpﬁﬂatiﬂfn: EE-.[I}E.EDEtl Chemistry) & BCA Applications with bio-data may be sent by

H1nd1[ r;.fersmhn ﬁdeEHfiEd E‘?_I‘E’E"E?E”mé‘!'s F’#’E"SEF?‘:E Salary as per AICTE Pay scales / higher scales can be considered for email to the Deputy Director (HR) at

en e wanslie Law saehinshipyantin) OEsL, | gdk the right candidate hr@nitte.edu.in within 7 days from the date
MANAGER (HR) .edu.

How to apply: Log on www.dayanandasagar.edu — careers — of this advertisement.
Apply Now — fill the form and upload the CV within 7 days

I RASHTRIYA CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS LIMITED JJill | from the date of this advertisement IN] NITTE ‘-'UST'CE 5 HE Gtk
> (A Government of India Undertaking) - Dr. D. PREMACHANDRA SAGAR, VICE-CHAIRMAN s o e, |INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT
Administrative Bldg, Chembur, Mumbai 400 074, : e b
e g N.E.T C , Nitte-574110, Karkala, Udupi District
et CIN : L24110MH1978G0I020185 SINpE Sy i R L e e

Ph: 08258-281465/281466 | jkshim.nitte.edu.in

Advt. No. 01062024

RECRUITMENT FOR TROMBAY/THAL/ AREA OFFICES PAN INDIA —

Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers Limited (RCF Ltd) s a leading profit $¥CIyE 3T df T Rrerers ®

making company in the business of manufacturing and marketing of , R : :
Fertilizers and Industrial Chemicals having revenues from operation of (BTN A%, SRR Sl AR A0 1 AO1 51T <IN 19 Foet Heut
INSTITUTE OF BANKING PERSONNEL SELECTION

around Rs.21451.54 crores. Company has been accorded the coveted

“Mavratna” status in August 2023. The Mﬂﬂ”fﬂl:tl..lﬂl'lg units are in {An autonomows bodiy set up by Reserve Tank of Tndta, Central Tinancial Trst itutions o Public Sector Banks)
Maharashtra (at Thal - Dist. Raigad and at Trombay - Chembur, Mumbai) with
Mational Level Marketing Network. Company provides excellent career

¥ = i S g
SHENE W, B O WITET TEET £ W In assessment, India trusts us [ oae

growth opportunities. Company intends to recruit: CRP RRBs Xl
SR.|  poST CODE NAME OF THE POST NO. OF COMMON RECRUITMENT PROCESS FOR RECRUITMENT OF OFFICERS (SCALE-L 11 & III)
NO. & DISCIPLINE VACANCIES AND OFFICE ASSISTANTS (MULTIPURPOSE) IN REGIONAL RURAL BANKS (RRBs)
g; :;ﬁ:}ﬂﬁigi: MManagemEur:ErTn_.’unEE ::"'him@l}l g; Website: www.ibps.in In case of queries /| complaints please log in to http://cgrs.ibps.in
S e M) The online examinations for the upcoming Common Recruitment Process for RRBs (CRP RRBs XlI) for recruitment of Group
03| MTELE/062024 | Management Trainee (Electrical) 27 "A"- Officers (Scale-l, Il & Ill) and Group "B"- Office Assistants (Multipurpose) will be conducted by the Institute of Banking
Management Trainee Personnel Selection (IBPS) as per the tentative schedule provided below. The interviews for recruitment of Group "A"- Officers
04| MTINST/062024 (Instrumentation) 18 (Scale-l, Il & Ill) under the same process will be coordinated by the Nodal Regional Rural Banks with the assistance of NABARD
05| MTCIV/062024 Management Trainee (Civil) 4 and |IBPS in consultation with appropriate authority tentatively scheduled in the month of November, 2024.
Candidates, intending to apply for CRP RRBs - X1l should ensure that they fulfil the minimum eligibility criteria on the stipulated
06| MTFIRE/062024 Management Tl:ainea (Fire) - date as specified in the detailed notification issued and hosted on authorised website by IBPS.
07 | MTCCLAB/062024, Management Trainee (CC Lab) 1 -
Management Trainee Activity Tentative Dates
08| MTIE/D62024 (Industrial Engineering) 3 Online registratiqn ir]cluding EII:Ii!'.ur Mﬂfjiﬁnaﬁﬂn of Application & 07.06.2024 10 27.06.2024
09| MTVMKTG/062024 | Management Trainee (Marketing) 10 Payment of Application Fees/Intimation Charges
Management Trainee Conduct of Pre-Exam Training (PET) @ 22.07.20241027.07.2024
10| MTHR/062024 (Human Resources) 9 Online Examination - Preliminary August, 2024
Management Trainee Result of Online exam - Preliminary August! September, 2024
1Tttt et (Administration) a Online Examination - Main / Single September/ October, 2024
Management Trainee
12| MTCC/062024 9 e 3 ® PET may be conducted either in Online Mode or Physical Mode.
(Corporate Communication)

Candidates are advised to regularly visit the authorised IBPS website www.ibps.in for details and updates.

Before registering online, candidates are advised to read the detailed nofification carefully and follow the instructions

mentioned therein.
CGM (HR) CORP. Mumbai

Interested Candidates may refer to the ‘Recruitment’ section of the
Company’s Website at www.rcfitd.com for further details.




Committee must analyse need
to cut each tree, say experts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Similarly, Karnataka Rail Infrastructure
Development Company Limited
(K-RIDE), through multiple applica-
tions requested the removal of over
4,000 trees. Out of these, while 1,227
trees were required to be removed for
the design and construction of the ele-
vated viaduct of corridor 2 of BSREP, 661
trees along the roadside were proposed
to be felled and 2,495 trees standing in
the project area between Benniganahalli
Railway Station and Chikkabanavara
Railway Station required felling,

TEC has granted
permission to remove 2,797
trees.

City-based tree activists and envi-

ronmentalists have objected to TEC's
order stating permissions to hack the
city green cover is being granted for
BSRP, while a public consultation meet-
ing is due on June 14.

“What is the point of issuing these
orders, when K-RIDE has called for a
public consultation about the overall
environmental impact of the project?
It appears that the public consultation
is a farce,” said a citv-based activist.

No compensatory
plantation

Concerned citizens and experts also
raise the issue of a lack of information
about compensatory plantations in the
orders passed by TEC.

“While the green cover is being
hacked at a rate never before, ghost

compensatory plantation activities are
becoming the order of the day. TEC's
order copy on permission for felling
over 2,000 trees does not have any
details about the compensatory planta-
tion,"” said a citizen.

Experts also highlight concerns
around K-RIDE's Environment Impact
Assessment document, which states
that compensatory plantation for BSRP
will be taken up by BEMP,

“BBMP lacks resources to carry out
its day-to-day activities. Even if K-RIDE
will extend financial help, this arrange-
ment is unlikely to work. A good case
in point is that of the Bengaluru-
Mysuru expressway. While the agency
responsible for carrying out compensa-
tory plantation for the project on behalf
of NHAI, it never saw the light of the
day,” said the environmentalist.

Experts say TEC must analyse each
tree separately instead of performing a
shoddy job such as in the case of the
order allowing K-RIDE to remove thou-
sands of trees,

writ petition was filed in

the Karnataka High Court

on Wednesday, seeking
the arrest of former Chief Min-
ister and BJP Parliamentary
Board member BS Yediyurappa.
The petition, submitted by the
victim's brother, claims _—
that despite a complaint 4
being lodged months [
ago, no action has
been taken by the po-
lice.

The case originates
from a complaint filed by
the victim’s mother in March
under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act. The complaint alleges that
Yedivurappa harassed her daugh-
ter when she visited his resi-
dence seeking assistance regard-
ing a 20015 assault case,
The victim’s mother passed

City |BangaloreMirror  ThusdayJunei32024 | §
Plea filed in HC seeking BSY arrest

away on May 26.

The petitioner has raised con-
cerns over the investigation pro-
cess, highlighting that the police
have not seized CCTV footage
from Yedivurappa's residence,
nor have they served a notice

—._ under Section 41A, a stand-
., ard procedure in POCS0
) \ cases.
o | In response,
/ Yedivurappa has
~ approached the high
court seeking the quashing
of the POCS0 case against
him. He asserts that he did not
commit any unlawful act and
claims that the complainant has
a history of filing complaints,
Yedivurappa mentioned that he
had cooperated with the police
investigation, providing voice
samples, although his statement
was not recorded. BMB

Your Connect

SITUATION
VACANT
ACADEMIC

TEACHER

EENNETH George English
Schoaol, invites application for
Math, computer, English &
Pre primary Teachers.
Mail your reéesume fio
kennethgeorgeschoola
gmail.com or Call: SE8MOS0ED

WANTED Fre-Primary
Teachers, Primary and High
School English, Social and
Physical Education Teachers
for a CBSE School in Cunnin
gham Road. Mail resumes to
ripublicschooldEgmall com

FEMALE TEACHER
Wanted for a Primary
English School in
Vvalikaval, Bangalore.
BEG41ZEEEE {WhatzApp only)

WANTED TEACHERS-
Mathematics, Science, English,
Kannada Social. Contact
Carmel High School, G.B.Palya,
Hosur Rd, Blore. Pl 9900872744

ACCOUNTS

ACCOUNTANT

REQUIRE Accountant for an
Imports and Distribution office
in Javanagar with minimum
273 years experience well
versed In GST 7 - Tally and
General Accounting work,
Send resume t 0
dynamaticsealings@yahoo.in

ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE ASSISTANTS

8TOCK Broking Firm In
Jeevan Bhimanagar Eequires
Office Assiztant Flueney In
Englizh and Compufer
Operation Is & Must, Contact;
HORERRT59 / D14RTRA00

MEDICAL

| MEDICAL

BANGALORE
BAPTIST
HOSPITAL

Bellary Road, Hebbal,
Bengaluru - 560024

REQUIRES

CONSULTANT-
EMERGENCY MEDICINE
MD/MS/DNB in
Medicine

[Anaesthesia/
Surgery with
2 years above
experience

TUTOR FOR
ANAESTHESIA
TECHNOLOGY
M.Sc Operation

Theatre &
Anaesthesia
Technology with
2 years experience
DIETARY
EXECUTIVE
B.Com with
0-2 yrs experience

DIETITIAN

M.Sc-Food &
Nutrition with 2-5 yrs
experience

Apply Immediately to :

The Director (CEQ)

Ph: 22024700, Extn 1882
Mob: BBET155415

E-mail: hri@bbh.org.in
baptisthospitalhn@gmail.com

OTHER
PROFESSIONALS

[ ARCHITECTS

EEMBHAVI ARCHITECTS
Requires Sr. ARCHITECTS: 6-8
vears exp, JLARCHITECTS : 3
years exp in Residential /
Industrial / corporate / Mixed
use developments, FRESHER
ARCHITECTS, DRAFTSMAN:
a+ vears of experience with
B . Arch gualification and
relevant exp. 3D VISUALIZER :
o+ vears Exp. Contact @ 080-
22441557 / 22442734 email

kafcareersiwgmall.com

| GRAPHICS & DSGN |

GRAPHIC
DESIGNER

(FOR BRANDING IN SOCIAL MEDIA
TO ESTABLISHED THEME PARK]

A relevant diploma in related fiedd.
Proficiency in Graphic Design
Software including Photoshap,
llustrator, In-Design, After Effect
& Adobe Pramier Pro,
Excellent Visual Design & Creative
& open 1o new ideas for branding.
CONTACT ;

9044720969 / 9300390701

Email : rangolivillage2023@gmail.com
OTHER VACANCIES

[ GENERAL |
ASHRAM ncar Bangalore

reqd experienced Vegetarian
men to eonk for 25 bo 30 peopla.
Salary He. 18 to 20 pm. Meals
and accommodation are free,
CALL : 8880855005

SITUATION
VACANT

RETIRED people bring a
wealih of skills and expertise to
Sociefy. You can make a
difference - people's Hves. Make
Money from home / office as a
retires.. Darshan - 9741922506

real estate

FARM HOUSES

Fully Developed §
iFarmland §
i for Salec}

Mandyag

R8.18 LACS on warils,
« Plot Sizesstart from G000
. aft, Fally Landscaped,

* Ready for Registration,
« Call; 9945222666

BANGALORE

PROPERTIES

MULTIPLE \ BASAVESHWARA
VACANCIES NAGAR
REPUTED Education BASVESWARANAGAR

Institute at Ealvan Magar,
RBequires 1. HR Officer, 3,
Accountant, 3. Administration
Officer, 4. Telecallers. Well
Experienced in their field. Ct
QURAS2ZTET £ D84401 1935

A Reputed Construction
company requires for its civil
contracting work, Marketing
head & Project engineer. email
CV: annainfra®0is@gmail.com

RETIRED PERSONS|

*ATTN Etd officers* Career
Opportunity Program at
*SOUTH GRAND,
UTTARAHALLL * on 14th Jun.
Call to Register: S48 22075

| WORK FROM HOME |

EXCELLENT opportunity
from AAA rated MNC 1o work
from home and earn more
than 50k with travel abroad.
Homemakers 7 VRS 7 Retired
Self Emplovees / Profes-
sionals Age group 30-T0 vears
Call @ B95163645, THOGEE

EXCELLENT INCOME AAA
rated Top MNC to work from
home. Earn more than a Lakh
Retired, VRS, Busziness
Professionals, CA, 8r. Citizens
House wife, Apge: 30-7T5 Years
Call: 98456 73443 7 97421 03479

G40 sq.0L. Morth Facing House
for Sale in @uiet Posh Area.
Near Police Station. Contact:
b A

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES

COMMERCIAL
PREMISES

AVAILABLE showroom
space 12000 5qft for rent with
good frontage on Inter-
national Airport Road. adja-
cent to luxurious car show-
room, ideal for automohiles,
Call: 7483067706 / 9845052207

personal

CHANGE OF NAME

I Venkata Lakshmi Suneetha
Mathukumalli ¥/0, ¥V Sravana
Kumar B0 No 210, Kristal
Topaz Apartment, 8th Main, G
B Palya, Hongasandra Main
Road, Bangalore - GEDDEE have
changed my name to V
Lakshmi Suneetha (lakshmi
Suneetha Vasiraju),

I, MOHAMMED ZUBEULLA,
R/a.MNo.2/7,3, 3rd Cross,
Gangammagudi Road, V.V
Extension, Post Hosakote -
562114, I, have changed mvy
name fto ZABIULLA  Vide
affidavit dated 11/06/2024
Sworn before Motary: M K
Devaki. Bangalore,

I Baby Vijay Soni D/0, Vijay
sSonl B0 AF09, Oasis Breeze
Apartment, 6th Main, D Block,
AECS Lavout, Hangalore-
5E003T have changed my name
to Aadhya Soni, For the zame
affidavit dated 26-12-2023 sworn
before Notary YANKOBA BLE
a7,

I, khader Shaik Mohivuddin
Maohamed Moinuddin RO Nao
1041 4th Floor 2nd main 2nd
cross, Rahamathnagar, B T
Magar post Bangalore 560032
have changed my name from
khader Shaik Mohivuddin
Mohamed Moinuddin to
Mohammed Moinuddin

I, Meghana Shanta
Channegowda Woo Ajay P Rao
RE/o 3497, 14th main road, HAL
Ind stapge, Indiranagar,
Bengaluru 560008 have changed
my name fo Meghana Shanta
Affidavit DEIZ/06/2024 notary
Harisha G, Blura

I. Privanka Bhagat W/o,
Sharad Kumar Churiwala B/o
Mo Wr 801 Trivik Windwalk
Veersagara Main Road Attur
Layout Yelahanka Bengaluru
ae006d have changed my noame
to Privanka Churiwala for all
PuUrpnEes,

L, Rajkumar Baburam, R/o No
45-2,G1,7th Cross, REeliable
Residency Lavout, off Harlur
Road, Bangalore 50102, have
changed my 20n's name (minor)
from Atharv Kumar to Atharv
Raj CGruleria,

I, Rajkumar Baburam, R/o No
45/2,031,7th Cross, Reliable
Rezidency Lavout, off Harluar
KEoad, Bangalore 560102, have
changed my son’s name {minor)
from Prakhar Kumar to
Prakhar Haj Guleria.

I, Kashish Kolhapuri, d/o
Rajesab Kolhapuri, B/o 121
jigala, attibele, Bangalore
change name as Kashish
Rajosab Kolhapuri

L Rt Purushotham R/o 7267/a
0ld Telephone Road
Subhashnagar Nelamangala
Bangalore Bural - 562123 have
changed my minor son's name
from P Sarthak to P Dakshesh
Yadawv,

L, Jugnu Shrivastava, R/o. No,
A-21, Eudremukha Colony,
Koramangala 2nd Block, B'lore-
S600, hiave changed my name
to Jugnu Yogmayva Kalki
Chitragupt for all purposes.

I, Harsha Lakshmaiah Prakash
RS0 43, 18th Main, Jp Nagar,
5th Phase, Banaglore -78 have
changed my minor son's name
from Maohnizh Harsha to Arav
Kavan Gowda for all purposes.

I, Mahek Kolhapuri, dso
REajesab Kolhapuri, R/o 003
Colive 1152 gueenstown
Bangalore change name as
Mahek Rajesab Kolhapuri.

v Iame 5, Readers are recommended to make appropriale
L= anguires and seek appropriate advice before
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FELL IN HIS PRIME: JUMBO

DEATH LEAVES ALL SHOGKED

Ashwathama is the latest to fall victim to what conservationists
_are eallmg sheer carelessness on part of autherltles

DEI. sdra elenhant Ashwathama was ElEEtl“EH.': ufEEi ﬁl"ld dlEd I‘JI‘I Tuesday in Mysur'u

| Garima Prasher
garima.prasher@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

he death of 38-vear-old Ash-
wathama, a Dasara elephant, on
Tuesday, has once again sparked
concerns over jumbos dying due
to electrocution in Karnataka,

According to the elephant mortality
report of Karnataka Forest Department
(KFD), four elephants in the state have
died due to electrocution in just last one
moaonth.

Apart from Ashwathama, who died
in Mysuru, one elephant death was re-
corded from Chikkamagaluru, and two
deaths due to electrocution were record-
ed in Madikeri.

Between January 2021 and now
(June 12, 2024), Karnataka has lost 35
elephants to electrocution, Out of these,
12 cases were recorded in 2021, nine in
2022 and 2023 each, and five deaths
have been registered this year.

Owerall, 47 cases of unnatural deaths
in jumbos have been recorded in the
given period, which include deaths by
gunshots, electrocution, road and train
accidents, and snaring.

“Ashwathama's death is a case of
sheer carelessness. According to media
reports, KFD officials have claimed that
the elephant died after touching a solar
fence, which is bizarre. How can an el-
ephant die of a 12volt timer-based so-
lar fence when it cannot even kill a pig
? Another claim by officials that Ash-
wathama died of a weak pancreas is also
outlandish. It is a case of illegal power
tapping. The department should work
towards eradicating incidents of illegal
power tapping to reduce elephant deaths
due to electrocution,” said Ramesh Be-
lagere, wildlife researcher, Foundation of
Fcology and Education Development.

Last year, the forest department con-
vened a meeting with power-supplying
companies to discuss the issue of illegal
tapping of power lines. Officials then
met BESCOM (Bangalore Electricity Sup-

MISSING ROMEO

Animal enthusiasts are devastated
by the passing of Ashwathama, a
cherished elephant at the Matti-
godu Elephant Camp in Nagarahole
National Park. Known affection-
ately as ‘Romeo’, Ashwathama was
adored by visitors and staff alike.
His distinctive demeanour and be-
haviour endeared him to everyone.
Much like the popular elephants-
Abhimanyu, Arjuna, Drona, and
Balarama, Ashwathama held a
special place among elephants. His
affectionate gestures, particularly
towards women, captivated all
who encountered him.

“A great example is the love story
of Ashwathama and Lakshmi dur-
ing the 2021 Dasara festivities. At
the time, Ashwathama was in his
prime, and it was his first time
participating in Dasara. He “fell in
love’ with 20-year-old Lakshmi,

a female elephant, at first sight.
Initially, Lakshmi was fond of
Dhruvanth, but she was eventually
won over by Ashwathama’s charm
and began spending time with him.
Their love story became a highlight
of that year’s Dasara celebra-
tions,” said an official. Their love
story was a sensation, the official
said. “Their strong bond created a
dedicated fan base for Ashwatha-
ma, earning him the nickname
‘Romeo’. Standing 9.3 feet tall, 11.3
feet long, and weighing over 3,700
kg, Ashwathama was a majestic el-
ephant. He possessed all the quali-
ties of an ideal elephant, including
a strong back and curved tusks,
making him a perfect candidate to
carry the golden howdah (Ambari)
during the Dasara festivities.
Abhimanyu, the elephant carry-
ing the Ambari, is 58 years old and
expected to retire in two years.
Forest officials had high hopes that
Ashwathama would take over this
prestigious role.” —Sridhar Vivan

ply Company Limited), HESCOM (Hub-
balli Electricity Supply Company), and
other electricity supply companies in the
state to understand the issue and ensure
illegal tapping is stopped.

However, conservationists and ex-
perts working on the ground say not
much has changed.

“Electricity companies are not tak-
ing precautionary measures and we are
hearing more and more cases of sagging
power lines and illegal tapping every day.
However, there is a High Court order on
the issue, but rules are not being imple-
mented by various line agencies. While
very few cases of such offence are being
registered, the majority never reach logi-
cal conclusions. There is not much of a
deterrent,” said a wildlite conservationist.

Trouble in corridors

Recently, the Ministry of Environment
Forest and Climate Change (MOEF&CC),
in association with the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), identified nine elephant
corridors in Karnataka. Out of the iden-
tified corridors, one was found to be
impaired and thus required immediate
restoration to facilitate the movement of
elephants.

The Ministry had also recommended
that the state forest department no-
tify seven of the nine corridors so that
they are legally protected to prevent
encroachment and development activi-
ties, which can be detrimental to animal
movement. For the remaining two cor-
ridors, the Ministry has suggested evic-
tion of encroached areas and habitat
improvements, including removing in-
vasive alien species, creating waterholes,
and establishing fodder plots.

“Elephants are long-ranging mam-
mals and are accustomed to using tradi-
tional corridors. However, these corridors
also have highways, agricultural land,
railway lines, and encroachment issues,
leading to an increase in cases of unnatu-
ral deaths. It is time that these corridors
are notified. Just identifying them is not
sutficient,” added the conservationist.

Yet another fishkill
at Panathur Lake

esidents around
Ri’dlldthllr Lake in

East Bengaluru have
reported yet another
fish kill incident in the
waterbody on Wednesday
morming.

According to residents
and lake walkers, over a 100
fish were found floating
on water surface. They said
Panathur is receiving raw
sewage, which has led to
this incident.

“dewage is directly
flowing into the lake. We
are already witnessing
fish kill incidents in other
lakes in the area such as
Vasantpura and Seegehalli.
This is the situation despite
crores of rupees spent
on rejuvenation of these

L

water bodies,” said Balaji
Raghotham Bali, a lake
activist in the area.
Residents say the issue
has already been flagged.
“We spoke to BBMP
officials and they informed
us that sewage is entering as
the inlet wall was destroyed
by some miscreants. The
civic agency should take
action immediately,” said
another resident of the area.

‘Policy on hazardous
medical waste’

arnataka Forest Minister
KIZ};hwar Khandre has

instructed officials of
the Karnataka Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB) to
prepare a draft policy for
scientific transportation
and disposal of hazardous
medical waste. The Minister
gave the order in KSPCRB's
progress review meeting on
Wednesday:.

“There are complaints
that the disposal of medical
waste generated in nursing
homes and hospitals are
not being disposed of
scientifically and waste
items such as syringes,
bandages, etc., are being
discarded along with other
dry waste,” said Khandre.,

He also instructed ESPCB
to file cases against local
bodies not adhering to rules
regarding the discharge of
wastewater in water bodies.

Instructions were also
given around poor water
quality of lakes due to
sewage entry leading to
fish kill during monsoon.
Khandre directed the
otficials to issue notices to
the local bodies to clear
waste accumulated in
stormwater drains. The
Minister also directed
officials to issue early
notices to Plaster of Paris
(POP) Ganapati idol makers
not to manufacture POP
idols during the upcoming
Ganesha festival. EMEB
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PROUD WINNER OF 2020 LAADLI MEDIA AWARD
FOR GENDER SENSITIVITY
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- man or woman - will be the same after watching this play!”
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Kakuro

The numbers in the x
grey squares refer to 2

for 9, it is the 2 boxes
placed vertically under

the sums of the digits it that must add up to
that you must fill into 8. No zeros are used
the empty spaces here, only the digits 1
directly below or to through 8.

the right of the grey square Note: A digit cannot appear

containing the number. For
instance, in the given example,
the 3 boxes horizontally next
to 15 must contain 3 digits
that add up to 15, whereas

more than once in any par-
ticular digit combination. For
instance, in the example, we
cannot have the combination
of 4+7+4 for 15

s

'w‘.

11

16

12

ACROSS
7 It's sald to be more than
wealth (8)
8 Half Girlfriend author
Chetan ___ (6)
9 Physique (4)
10 Occurring intermittently
(4-4)
11 Used by the slow bowler?
(3-4)
13 Imbibed (5)
15 Plant firmly (5)
17 Dealers or merchants (7)
20 Soft soap (collog) (8)
21 Crippled or maimed (4)
22 Staffed (6)

93 Dr___ Tendulkar : Sachin’s
dad? (6)

Quoteuncode

This puzzle is a substitution cipher
in which one letter stands for
another. If you think that Q equals
G, It will equal C throughout the
puzzle. Single letters, short words
and words using an apostrophe
give you clues to locating vowaels.
Solution is by trial and error,

DOWN
1 Disembark (3,3)

2 Feet of __:traitof a
coward? (4)

3 Interrupts, contributes
money etc.? (5,2)

4 Give up on (5)

5 Stumbled, floundered or
hesitated (B)

6 Bruce Wayne's alter ego (B)

12 Perspiring due to excessive
tiredness (8)

14 Appeals to a higher power
(7)

16 Cuisine which is a fusion of
Kodava and Mangalorean
(B)

18 Negligent or careless (6)

19 Gives food to (5)

21 Branch (4)

Today's CLUE: LEQUALS T
KSKTV PNU XNM MKKU LXK

INYY LXNL YRPRLM XRM PRUE.

SOLVE IT IN A MINUTE

{(V121+/169) + (49+,/25)}>=?

) &

__ E‘J) Linemaro ‘.} Mindchow
You must be queen of
hearts; you've just

stolen mine

interested in one thing
profoundly and a
thousand things well

"“":’i Joke of

The secret of life is to be

the day

You are seriously bored
in life I you look
forward to the 25th
anniversary re-release
of the kitschy movie you
hated the first time

around
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SudokuChallenge
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This crossword has no clues and the answer
is there waiting for you. All you have to do is
find it in each square. You have a choice of two
letters, one of which you must strike out. If you
choose correctly, you will be left with a grid that
contains real words.

the order given one letter has
already been entered to get
you started? on your marks,
get set...

1 2 3 4 5

&

. |

ol

ACROSS

1Pad Is; 6 Creon;
7| gale; 8 Idler;
9 TU fly

DOWN

1Fracs; 2 A girl;
3 Oil up; 4 Let in;
5 Dye Ed

Mensapuzzie
X+2y>x=-2y

Which of the following is equivalent

to the above?
ajx>0 d)x<0
b)y>0 e)y<0
c)x>y fly>x

Rules 3.2 |2s = =3 . IT
» Connect adjacent dots with v =73 3 T S 1 6
vertical or horizontal lines, creating - - < | . N Il I
a single loop (Fig A). » Crossovers or P O [ [ Ii 6
branches are not allowed (As shown <0 = «0 =3 = - 4 1 ?
by dotted lines in Fig B). » Numbers .5 "[a= ¥ » 3 ' ' 4 2 F— E
in the puzzle indicate the number of - .
: . ig B)
lines that should surround it, while 2 3 2 (F
empty cells may be SUWUUﬂdE'F by (Fig &) :ﬁt d To solve a Sudoku puzzie, every digit from one to nine must
any number of lines. » You can't draw 8 owe appear In each of the nine vertical columns, In each of the nine
lines around zeros. » Each puzzle has harizontal rows and in each of the nine boxes.
Just one unique solution, . . y
How to begin:
Example (Flggﬁ Begin with the zero 2 Easy
next to 3. Since no lines can be drawn . s . : L . * . Goﬁ gu re
around zero, mark crosses around 2 3 1 2 =26
it, as shown. Now there is a cross in . . . . . . i . Place the four numbers
one space around 3. So we know the in the first, third, fifth,
three lines of 3 can only be drawn in 2 2 3 and seventh boxes and 3 3‘ E
the remaining three spaces. Next, . . . . . . . . whatever operators Meadium
one direction each. Continue, using spcand. fourth. and =4
th& SE,FHB |ﬂgiﬂ| o [ w L] w 8 L] ¥ L]
Hints: Keep eliminating possibilities by 3 2 1 SIKEN UoREs i the lg_ 2 4
correct order to get | & |
marking crossas in spaces between > : 2 . . . . th Use the
dots where a line isn't possible, i.e., if € EL“EFWE’"- S€ Hard
you have already completed required 3 2 0 2 numbers only once. = 48
lines or where a line extension may - - » . - . .
create a branch or cause a dead-and e 0 0
(Fa B) 3 2 3 3 3 2 3 1] |5 1S
R T | SR o T How long do you think it will
:_"", CAAEAA R AT - take you to unscramble the
C I L ten words shown below and fit
them correctly into the grid in

"ap|M SE Jou §| apeysduwe ‘g
“Buissiw S| 918|d *G UIBY SS8| SBY UBJY “p "PAAOLW S| Rl °¢
"JaJJOUS 8] UBT) "Z "JUSJaJIp 8JE SPJOM °L 2590uUaJaiid

Ridld @ amonkey. cyes ke a shameieon, anathe
I er pouch of ﬁ Kangaroo? '

Bull’s eye

o,

How many words of four or more letters
can you make from the letters shown? Every
word must contain the central letter. There
should be one seven-letter word. British
English Dictionary is used as a reference.

06 Average; 07 Good; 09 Outstanding

Alpha triangle

11000 in Roman numerals

2 | think therefore |
3 Prepare for battle
4 Move aimlessly
2 Grinding tooth

6 Ceremoniously punctilious

7 Relating to the thigh

Beginning at the top
mowve towards the

bottom seven-letter
word by adding a
letter at each step and
rearranging. A correct
and different word must be

made at each step answering to

the clue glven.

DIFFICULT TO SOLVE? FIND THESE SOLUTIONS ON THE NEXT PAGE

)]
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Crankshaft

ONLY TWENTL- TWENTH-THREET HOW IT WAS COMING
THREE MORE MANS STOPS WERE THERE FROM MEXILO!
STOPS UNTIL WHEN 00U STARTEDT :

i’ PACKAGE -

FROM BEAN'S
END ARRIVES.

SEVENTY-)
EIGHT.
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WHAT YOUR STARS SAY TODAY

Aries mar21-apr2o |
Today, you are blessed by w
the moon. Work pressure

may ease. Your earnings

could turn into profits. Youmay
consider long-term investments.
You may get an overseas work
order, which may give you financial
benefits in the future. You may find
your soul mate. Students may hear
good news in their academics.

L0 Jul2s-Aug 23
Today you are blessed

by the moon. It may help
you to improve your inner
strength. You are likely to get
some new opportunities for your
business and work. It will pay you
in terms of gains soon. Couples
may hear good news in terms of
childbirth. Love birds are advised
to be clear in their views with each
other to maintain harmony in the
relationship.

Sagittarius nov2s - pec 2

Taday, you are likely to have ~
good patience. Meditation

may help you to increase
concentration, which will

speed up your project.

Your subordinates may cooper-
ate with you, it may help you to
complete the project before time.
Short work-related travels may
occur today. You might encounter
an influential individual who could

potentially assist in advancing your
business.

Taurus Apr 21 - May ool 0 )
Today you are blessed by

the positive moon. You

may perform well an your profes-
sional front. Youmay implement
your business plans very easily
with the help of your subordinates.
Investments, both intellectual and
financial, could yield profits, boost-
ing confidence. You may use your
wisdom to reap rewards.

Virgo aug2a-sep2s
Today you are blessed by 1
the moon. Messy thingsare ™
now under control. Your

boss may commend your perfor-
mance, potentially leading to new
responsibilities and a promotion.
Money which was stuck is likely to
be recovered now, it may help in the

savings. You may hear some good
news in terms of legal matters. Is-

ﬂaprinnrn Dec 23 - Jan 20

Today, you might invest in
purchasing creative ar-
tefacts to enhance your
home decor, therehy
glevating your social
status. You may implement some
new plans into your family business,
it will pay you in terms of gains soon.
You may also be busy In family or
social get-togethers.

Gemini may 21 - Jun 21
Today, you are blessed by
the moon. Your spiritual
power may make you hap-
py. You may experience a positive
mindset and a spiritual inclination
today. You may plan to visit some
religious places. You may also take
interest in occult science. You are
likely to observe flawlessness in
your nature. Keep your opinions to
yourself and confide only in those
who can empathise with your
sentiments to avoid falling prey to
conspiracy.

sues with the siblings are likely to be
resolved now.

LIbra sep2s-oct22 '
Today, you are likely to

hear some good news in

terms of jobs. You may

plan for higher studies to groom
your career. You are likely to be
busy with some motivational events.
Singles may hear good news in terms
of marriage. Couples may hear some
good news in terms of childbirth,

Aguariussan2i - reb 19

Today is a good day for
you. You may have good
vitality and health. You
may enjoy your work, Today, your
challenge is to refrain from being
too straightforward. It is advised

to avold arguments on worthless
topics as they may lead to some dis-
putes in the family. Job seekers may
find suitable jobs. Love birds are
advised to avoid making arguments
on worthless topics.

Cancersun2 - juy 2
Today, you may feel dull. 3

Youmay have a lack of

patience, for seeking

peace you may be attracted to

the occult. It is advised to follow
your intuition before making an
important decision. With the help of
meditation and chanting mantras,
youmay get in-depth knowledge of
a subject and focus on the subject.

Scorpio oct 23 - Nov 22
Today, you are likely to
hear some good news in

terms of jobs. You may

plan for higher studies to groom
your career. You are likely to be
busy with some motivational
events. Singles may hear good news
interms of marriage. Couples may
hear some good news in terms of
childbirth.

PISCES reb 20 - Mar 20
Today you are not blessed
by the moon. You may feel
unhappy and become impatient.
Today, you may find it difficult to
perform your task and not be able
to fulfil your desire. You want to be
detached from the given respon-
sibility. You may not be able to
complete any task.

KIDZONE

Aara Kundu, 4 Years, Vagdevi Vilas Institutions

Deepali Singh, & Years, 5t. Pauls English School

Kidzone, Bangalore Mirror, No. 74/2, Sanjana Plaza, 4th & 5th Floor, Elephant Rock Road, Jayanagar 3rd block, Bengaluru-560 077;

Please send hard copies of your artwork in A4 size only.
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Centenary Celebrated Sharnbasveshwar Vidya Vardhak Sangha’s
Sharnbasveshwar Residential Composite PU College's

SBR NEET ACADEMY
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