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Truth, Transparency & Commitment

The Value System behind our Success for over 3 decades !
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FIITJEE World School (VIII-X) + PINNACLE : Two Year Classroom Program (XI-XII) Four Year Classroom Program, upgraded to PINNACLE - Three Year Classroom Program (X-XII) Four Year Classroom Program (Two Year Live Two Year Live Interactive Online*
Two Year Integrated Program (XI-XIl) Two Year Integrated School Program (IX-XIl) Interactive Online Classroom Program (XI-XI) + Classroom Program (XI-XII)

Two Year Classroom Program (IX-X))

*FIITIEE Online Classes while endeavouring to simulate offline experience have some unique advantages. All Live Interactive Online Classes are recorded for ease of

reference and review. These provide students flexibility to learn at their own pace, accessibility for catching up on missed classes and act as a valuable tool for revision.

FIITIEE is the only institute that clearly mentions the exact & complete details of the Classroom Program(s) of enrolled students while publishing the results.

FIITJEE was the first and till today remains the only institute that invites Parents, Students, Media et al. to come and check the records of our students.

v/ FIITJEE has produced the Highest Number of Toppers & Total Selections in
IIT-JEE / JEE Advanced consistently since 1997. Why FIITIEE keeps on winning ?

Find out this &
more on page 2

Where winning is a habit !

FIITJEE

32 YEARS OF INNOVATION, SINCERITY, ETHICS, CONSISTENCY & HARD WORK

v/ Discover the unmatched & outstanding performance of
FIITIEE Delhi & NCR Classroom Program Students in JEE Advanced 2024

Discover Stress & Tension Free way to Excel, only with FIITJEE...
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Classroom Program Students Trounce all others

inJEE Advanced 2024
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The comparative data of all institutes from Delhi & NCR and detailed National Results will follow | To learn from Toppers, please visit www.iitjeetoppers.com

We wish all FIITJEE students who have qualified JEE Advanced 2024 enormous success for their IIT journey and life ahead...

Did not qualify JEE Advanced Start Preparing for JEE 2025 with FIITJEE's — To Register Students who have qualified
X Pass StUdents 2024 or did not get your desired l_ : tfoi hese JEE vzl 2028 @ g
(] & ests, scan
determined Rank ? Don't waste your time, ONE YEAR EXTENDED _m_ the QR Code Direct Admission
. CLASSROOM PROGRAM CLASSROOM PROGRAM . .
to prepare for start preparing for JEE 2025. We . with Scholarships.
promise you the best pedagogy Admission cum Scholarship Test* Admission cum Scholarship Test* Scan this QR Code
JEE 2025 & best support in India. 16th, 23rd June & 14th July 2024 4th & 11th August 2024 for more details.

v Admission cum Scholarship Test* for Students of Class XI - 23rd June, 14th July, 4th & 11th August 2024

Ol 00]
v' Please find out dates for the various FIITJEE Admission Tests* viz FTRE, BigBang Edge, Dronacharya 1, Dronacharya 2 and Escape Velocity Tests, to admit students for the next §¢
academic session beginning April 2025 by scanning this QR Code. =
v' FIITJEE introduces Olympiad SChO'&I"Ship Tests. You can appear in these tests and know your potential for any of the Olympiad, or check your current EEAE
preparation level, or take these tests to fix your goals and regularly check your progress. You can also win a free residential camp for any of these Olympiads. Last but not the : z i
O

least, these tests may also help you get an admission with scholarship into a FIITJEE Classroom Program. Please scan this QR Code to know more how you can benefit from it.

*Every FIITJEE Admission cum Scholarship Test serves as a good diagnostic tool to evaluate students current potential for various target exams with 360° analysis of their strengths & weaknesses. It also recommends realistic,

ambitious goals for various target exams. Hostel Facilities are available for all desirous Male & Female Students for all Classroom Programs & Camps.

v" FIITJEE content is referred to not only by the FIITJEE Students but also by other coaching institutes. Please scan the QR Code to know how FIITJEE Junior Rankers Study Material
(for Students in Classes IX & X), Rankers Study Material & Computer Based All India Test Series (for Students currently in XI, XIl & XlIl Pass) and myPAT Online Test Series helps

students gain more optimum success.

FIITIEE has produced the highest number of selections in IIT-JEE / JEE Advanced consistently since 1997. Besides this, FIITIJEE
Students have bagged the highest number of selections in NTSE and Junior & Senior Science Olympiads for over last 15 years.

Why FIITIEE keeps on winning ? Why FIITJEE Students outperform others not only in lITs, NITs & other colleges but also in career thereafter

and life in general ? Why FIITJEE Students do not experience extreme stress & tension that students from Kota system experience ?

v" We always admit students through a thorough admission test and give detailed analytics unfair means for any gains. Whatever we do is in the larger public interest. +« We only
and diagnosis about the student’s potential and set realistic ambitious goals for every believe in doing positive KARMAs. 4« We never poach students from any coaching institute
student. So, FIITJEE students are subjected to ethical pressure but not stress or tension. 4+ We never poach faculty or staff from any coaching institute or any other organisation.
Children thrive and bloom when subjected to ethical pressure and realistic ambitious targets. 4 In short, we never LOOT SUCCESS and yet keep on winning.

¥ FIITJEE always focuses on imparting good value system to the students and guides themto v F|ITJEE never rests on past laurels. Our continuous R&D ensures that the FIITJEE pedagogy

acquire the right personality traits. This is done in a very subtle manner just like parents. is continuously evolving to give success not just in competitive and scholastic exams

v' FIITJEE never compromises with Value System — Truth, Transparency, and Commitment. but long-term success in life. We are now poised to unravel Total Potential (Hidden &

4+ We are always 100% honest, ethical & transparent. « We have never adopted any Manifested) of a student.

Parents and Educators — Please scan the QR Code to learn how to make the right choices for children to make them win in life. Children suffer under stress & tension, and when given illusionary success

possibilities for commercial gains. Children sometimes take extreme steps of taking their own life. You should also learn how to avoid this.

Why students from Kota based institutes and some other renowned institutes with unilateral focus on competitive exam preparation with no extra-curricular activities, sports and focus on giving the

right value system & personality traits underperform in IITs and life thereafter ? Please scan this QR Code to know views of former IIT Director and other prominent academicians.

Where winning is a habit !

FIITJEE

32 YEARS OF INNOVATION, SINCERITY, ETHICS, CONSISTENCY & HARD WORK

National Admissions Office : FIITJEE House, 29-A, Kalu Sarai, Near Hauz Khas Metro Station, Sarvapriya Vihar, New Delhi - 110016 | Ph.: (South Delhi: 46106000 /10/13/15), (East Delhi: 9311828822 / 9311645577 / 43002500), (Punjabi Bagh: 45634000 / 45634003 / 8527664579),
(Dwarka: 28035963, 40562024), (Janak Puri: 45616600 / 9599183701), (Noida: 0120-4754800 / 9599596524 / 9650037427), (Greater Noida: 9871113448), (Gurgaon: 4628400 / 9871091545), (Faridabad: 9717444015 / 9910059641), (Ghaziabad: 2820004 / 4179012 / 9513745220)

FIITJEE eSchool Helpline No: 8400928400 | Web: www.fiitiee.com | Buy books at www.megacosmcognitions.com 6 www.facebook.com/fiitieeindia123 ® www.twitter.com/fiitjee @ www.linkedin.com/company/fiitjee o www.youtube.com/fiitjeeltd @ www.instagram.com/fiitjee.india
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GLOBAL RECOGNITION

PM to attend G-7
outreach in Italy
NEWS >» PAGE 13

fires rockets
at Israel

WORLD » PAGE 16

DEATHS IN RUSSIA
Shock as Indians die
in distant battlefields

NEWS » PAGE 12

DATA POINT

LS has lowest
share of Muslim
MPs in 60 years

Only 10 States/UTs have
at least one Muslim MP

OPINION » PAGE 9

ARSHDEEP SHINES
India gets past USA,
moves into Super 8
SPORT » PAGE 17

IN BRIEF

LS session from
June 24; MPs
to take oath

NEW DELHI

The first session of the

18th Lok Sabha will be

held from June 24 to July 3,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju announced on
Wednesday. The Rajya

Sabha session will start

on June 27. » Page 13

[ PLUTUS IAS
—_— ursc) PCs |

PSYCHOLOGY
OPTIONAL
Both Online & Offline
Karol Bagh | Chandigarh | Bospur | Shimia
y+91 8448440231

Rein in water
tanker mafia: SC
to Delhi govt.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday warned the Delhi
government to rein in the
tanker mafia and wastage of
water in the national capital.
The court identified spillage
and the tanker mafia as the
two main reasons for the
chronic water shortage during
summer in Delhi. » Page 2

40 Indians among
49 workers killed
in Kuwait inferno

Over a dozen injured in apartment fire; most of the victims hail from
Kerala; PM announces aid of X2 lakh, deputes Minister for relief work

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

t least 49 people, in-
A cluding 40 Indian
citizens, were killed

in a deadly fire that devas-
tated an apartment com-
plex in Kuwait’s southern
district of Al-Mangaf.

Most of the Indian vic-
tims hail from Kerala. The
fire that broke out in a
kitchen in the apartment in
Al Ahmadi Governorate
early on Wednesday also
left over a dozen injured,
reported the Kuwait News
Agency. Most of the deaths
were due to smoke inhala-
tion, Kuwaiti media said.
Construction firm NBTC
group had rented the build-
ing for its staff, reports said.

Fire fury: Fire rages in the apartment building in Kuwait’s southern
district of Al-Mangaf on Wednesday. PTI

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Naidu is back as A.P. Chief Minister

G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIJAYAWADA

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
national president N. Chan-
drababu Naidu was on
Wednesday sworn in as the
Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh.

This is his second stint as
Chief Minister of the State
post its bifurcation. He had
served as the Chief Minister
of undivided Andhra Pra-
desh for two terms.

Governor S. Abdul Na-
zeer administered the oath
of office to Mr. Naidu at

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with N. Chandrababu Naidu and
K. Pawan Kalyan at their swearing-in ceremony. KV.S. GIRI

Kesarapalle near Vijayawa-
da. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah, and

former Chief Justice of In-
dia N.V. Ramana, actors K.
Chiranjeevi and Rajini-
kanth, and a host of VVIPs
attended the ceremony.
YSRCP president and
former Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy did not
turn up for the swearing-in.
According to reports, Mr.
Naidu tried to call Mr. Red-
dy over the phone to invite
him for the ceremony. But
he could not reach the
Union Ministers J.P. Nadda, = YSRCP chief.
G. Kishan Reddy and Bandi
Sanjay, former Vice-Presi-
dent M. Venkaiah Naidu,

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Majhi sworn in as Odisha’s first BJP CM

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Veteran BJP MLA Mohan
Charan Majhi was sworn in
as the 16th Chief Minister of
Odisha on Wednesday.

In the presence of PM
Narendra Modi, Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah, their Ca-
binet colleagues and Chief
Ministers of nine BJP-ruled
States, Governor Raghubar
Das administered the oath

of office to Mr. Majhi, a four-
time MLA from Keonjhar.
Former CM Naveen Pat-
naik, who was personally
invited by Mr. Majhi, too at-
tended the function. He is
the third tribal CM to as-
sume office after late Hema-
nand Biswal and Giridhar
Gamang, since Odisha be-
came a State in 1936.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Mohan Charan Majhi meeting former CM Naveen Patnaik at his
house in Bhubaneswar to invite him to the swearing-in. AnI
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Hearty Congratulations
to

Sri. Nara Chandrababu Naidu

on being sworn in as the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
= Andhra Pradesh

VIT-AP
UNIVERSITY

Apply Knowledge. Improve Life!"

....,.-‘I g
f,""*-:':?‘ -

‘*m 2

e

>

& www.vitap.ac.in
»

M ND-NDE




THE HINDU

City

Thursday, June 13, 2024
DELHI

Museums, hospitals receive
hoax bomb threat emails

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Several museums, includ-
ing the National Museum
on Kartavya Path and Rail
Museum in Chanakyapuri,
and two mental health in-
stitutes — IHBAS in Shahda-
ra and VIMHANS hospital

in Lajpat Nagar — received
bomb threat emails on
Wednesday. A thorough
search was conducted and
the threats were found to
be a hoax, a senior police
officer said. Similar emails
were sent to a number of
schools, hospitals, and the
IGI Airport last month.

CLASSIFIEDS MART
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www.thehinduads.com
CALL: 011-43579738 ™ 011-43579797

COURT NOTICE

Daulat Ram

Industrial Tribunal cum Labour

Notice to:-

F-343, Lado Sarai, New Delhi-30,

CPW NO. 17178 OF 2016

....... Petitioner (s)
Versus
Presiding Officer,

Court-1, Gurgaon Etc.
....... Respondent (s)

3. M/s Veer Enterprises,

through its Manager
Whereas it has been proved

Delhi’s tanker mafia, water wastage to
blame for scarcity every summer: SC

‘What measures have you [Delhi govt.] taken to control water wastage, asks apex court, says it will ‘unleash’ Delhi Police on tanker mafia if AAP govt.

does not act in time; High Court asks Haryana govt. to respond to plea seeking contempt action against it for not providing enough water to Capital

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Wednesday
asked the Delhi go-

vernment to rein in the
tanker mafia and wastage
of water in the national
capital.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tices P.K. Mishra and P.B.
Varale said the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government
must take immediate ac-
tion against the water tank-
er mafia, or the court
would have to “unleash”

s

§ il _ 

to the satisfaction of this Court
that the above named
responded cannot be served
under 5 Rule 20 of CPC in an
ordinary manner so notice is
hereby issued against him/her|
to appear in this Court on 01.08
.2024(Actual). Personally Or|
Through Some One Authorised
By Law Failing Which It Will Be
Heard And Decided In Their|
Absence.

Given under my hand and seal
of this court the 23rd Day of
April, 2024.

BY ORDER OF THE HIGH
COURT OF PUNJAB AND
HARYANA AT CHANDIGARH.

SUPERINTENDENT (WRITS)
FOR ASSISTANT REGISTRAR (WRITS)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is notified for the information that my|
following documents pertaining to Plot No.
D-355, Sector-Phi-01, Pocket P-3, Greater,
Noida (U.P.) 201310 are missing: A.
Original Allotment letter dated 05.06.1996,
issued by Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority in favour of Sh.
Prabhu Nath Mishra bearing allotment no.
R0139181; B. Original Transfer letter dated
12.01.1997, issued by Greater Noidal
Industrial Development Authority in favour|
of Sh. Ram Chander bearing allotment no.
R0139181; C. Original letter for Allocation
of Specific Plot No. D-355 dated
17.11.1998, issued by Greater Noidal
Industrial Development Authority in favour|
of Sh. Ram Chander;Please inform if found
to Mr. Rakesh Jain, R/o D-355, Sector-Phi-
01, Pocket P-3, Greater Noida, (U.P.)-
201310, M: 9311112627
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the Union government-
controlled Delhi Police on
“these elements”.

lage and the tanker mafia
as the two main reasons
for the chronic water shor-
tage during summer in Del-
hi, noting that water re-
mains in short supply
despite the release of extra
water

Pradesh.

ing on June 6, the court
had ordered Himachal Pra-
desh to release 137 cusecs
of surplus water to Delhi.
The water was to travel
through Haryana into Del-
hi through the Wazirabad

where is the water going in
Delhi? There is so much

The court identified spil- SR

spillage and the tanker ma-
fia... Have you [Delhi go-
vernment] taken any ac-
tion against tanker mafia
or registered FIR? If you
are not taking action, we
will hand this over to Delhi
Police to take action
against the tanker mafia.
We are seeing this on all
channels. You are not do-
ing anything in this regard.
It is a recurring problem
every summer,” Justice

from Himachal

During a previous hear-

barrage. Mishra observed orally.
The court asked the Del-
‘Any FIR?’ hi government to submit a
“Water is coming from Hi- report on the action taken
machal Pradesh, then against the loss of water so

far. “People are suffering,
we are seeing visuals on ev-
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You are not doing anything in this regard; it is a recurring problem
every summer, Justice P.K. Mishra observed. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

ery news channel. What
measures have you taken
to control water wastage?”
Justice Mishra asked the
Delhi government counsel.

The top court is hearing
a petition filed by the Delhi
government seeking direc-
tion to Haryana to release
the surplus water provided
by Himachal Pradesh to
the national capital.

The court listed the case
for further hearing on

Thursday.
Meanwhile, the Upper
Yamuna River Board

(UYRB) told the Supreme
Court that Himachal Pra-
desh should prove it has
been releasing 137 cusecs

of unutilised water to Del-
hi. The UYRB is an inter-
State body established to
regulate the allocation and
management of the water
resources of the upper Ya-
muna basin.

‘Supply cut deliberately’
The High Court on Wed-
nesday asked the Delhi and
Haryana governments to
respond within three
weeks to a plea seeking
contempt action against
Haryana officials for not
supplying adequate water
to the national capital.

It listed the matter for
further hearing on July 24.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tice Neena Bansal Krishna
was hearing a plea by ad-
vocate S.B. Tripathi alleg-
ing that Haryana has
curbed water supply to
Delhi, that too during the
summer and that the re-
duced supply was “deliber-
ate, intentional and with
malafide intentions”.

The plea said Haryana
had filed an affidavit in the
High Court in May 2023
stating that it was supply-
ing nearly 1,040 cusecs to
the national capital by di-
verting nearly 321 cusecs
from the share of its own
citizens and that the court
had said that the “state-
ment/undertaking given by
the State of Haryana is ac-
cepted by this Court and
the State of Haryana is
bound by the same”.

Delhi’s tanker mafia
getting support from
those in power: Cong.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The blame game over
acute water shortage in the
city continued on Wednes-
day, with the BJP accusing
the AAP government of
colluding with the tanker
mafia and Water Minister
Atishi levelling the same al-
legation against Delhi go-
vernment  bureaucrats.
The Congress also weighed
in on the issue, saying Del-
hi’s water mafia has been
“getting support from
those in power”.

Senior BJP leaders met
the Delhi Police Commis-
sioner seeking a probe into
the “loot” of water with the
alleged connivance of the
Delhi government and the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB). Con-
gress’s Delhi unit chief De-
vender Yadav blamed the
Haryana government for
allegedly preventing the
water released by Hima-
chal Pradesh from reach-
ing the Capital but also
took on the AAP govern-
ment for not addressing
the water shortage in time.

AAP and Congress

fought the recently held
Lok Sabha poll in Delhi
together.

Lieutenant-Governor
V.K. Saxena directed the
police chief to increase vi-
gil around the Munak canal
to prevent water theft,
based on a request by the
Water Minister. Ms. Atishi
had, in a letter, urged the
L-G to order an investiga-
tion into the “potential col-
lusion by senior officers in
the Delhi government with
the tanker mafia”.

A senior Raj Niwas offi-
cial said, “They never
came to the L-G seeking ac-
tion in the case because
the water mafia in Delhi
operates under the direct
patronage of AAP leaders.”

Later in the day, the Mi-
nister and Raj Niwas were
involved in a spat on X. Ms.
Atishi accused Raj Niwas of
abusing her in a press re-
lease.

The L-G office respond-
ed, saying, “The L-G office
has refuted your abuses for
him and white lies with evi-
dence and exposed your
habit of misleading the pe-
ople of Delhi.”
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NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Email-dycmmgkpd@gmail.com
Website-www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in&
www.tenders.gov.in
TENDER NOTICE NO-03 DT. 08.06.2024
Invitation of Tenders through
E-procurements system

Dy. Chief Material Manager/North
Eastern Railway/Gorakhpur and on
behalf of the President of India invites
tenders through e-procurement
system for the supply of the following
item Complete description of the items
and other condition are available on
www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in &
www.tenders.gov.in. Sr. No.: 1-
Tender No. & Due Date: 10246859 Dt.
05.07.2024, Brief Description of
stores: Supply and Testing of Traction
Transformer Complete etc., Qty
Required: 01 NO, Earnest Money (3):
% 84,960/-, Sr. No.: 2- Tender No. &
Due Date: 10246541B Dt. 02.07.2024,
Brief Description of stores: Supply,
Installation and Commissioning of Arc
Welding Machine etc. Qty Required:
51 NO, Earnest Money () : % 84250/-
,Note: (1) Above Tenders are available
on IREPS site ie http/www.
ireps.gov.in. The firm desirous in
participating against e-tender are
advised to electronically regd.
themselves on the above website for
which they would required to obtain
class-lll digital certificate (if already not
obtain) from certifying agencies
authorized under Govt. of India ITACT.
2000. Manual offers will not be
accepted. (2) Advertised tender and
bulletin tenders of DY. CMM/Depot
office/NER are being opened through
EPS (E-procurement system) only.
Firms desiring to participate in DY.
CMM/Depot. Tenders should obtain
necessary digital certificate and get
themselves registered with CRIS/INEW
Delhi. Necessary details in this regard
can be obtained from the website
http/iwww.ireps.gov.in. (3) In case of
difference between English and Hindi
version of the Tender notice the
English version shall prevail. (4) Head
of allocation towards, s d Money is
00844517 & Earnest Money is
00084506. (5) The tender cost & EMD
will be accepted through on-line
payment on IREPS portal only for the
tender published on or after
01.09.2016 against all the DY.
CMM/Depot/NER/ GKP tenders
except Global tender.

Dy. Chief Material Manager/Depot
CPRO/S-28 Gorakhpur

"DONOT TRAVEL WITH INFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN'

CiTY UNION BANK LIMITED

Credit Recovery and Management Department
Administrative Office: No.24-B, Gandhi Nagar,
Kumbakonam - 612 001. E-Mail id: crmd@cityunionbank.in,
Phone: 0435-2432322, Fax: 0435-2431746

cuB

TRUST AND EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1904

RE-TENDER-CUM-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESIACT 2002

The following property/ies mortgaged to City Union Bank Limited will be sold in Re-Tender-
cum-Public Auction by the Authorised Officer of the Bank, under Rule 8 (6) & 9 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, under the SARFAESI Act, 2002, for recovery
of a sum of Rs. 78,55,460/- (Rupees Seventy Eight Lakh Fifty Five Thousand Four
Hundred and Sixty only) as on 09-06-2024 together with further interest to be charged from
10-06-2024 onwards and other expenses, any other dues to the Bank by the borrowers /
guarantors No.1) M/s. K.R.Agencies, D-16/295, Sector 7, Rohini, Delhi - 110085. Also at,
M/s.K.R. Agencies, Shop No.52 and 61, Ground Floor, Sarja Village Naharpur, Sector-7,
Rohini, Delhi - 110085. No.2) Mr .Rajnish Bansal, S/o. Ram Babu, Bansal, D-16/295, Sector
7, Rohini, Delhi - 110085. No.3) Mrs. Santosh Bansal, W/o. Rajnish Bansal, D-16/295,
Sector 7 Rohini, Delhi - 110085. No.4) Mr. Ankit Bansal, S/o. Rajnish Bansal, D-16/295,
Sector 7, Rohini, Delhi- 110085.

Note : 1) That our 244-New Delhi-Rohini Branch has also extended Financial Assistance
(CUB OSL SPECIAL-BR : 501812080090733) dated 04-07-2022 requested by No.1 of you
represented by No. 2 of you as Partner for which No.2 of you stood as Co-obligant and
No. 2 of you stood as Guarantor for the facility for a total amount of Rs. 26,00,000/-
at a ROI of 15.75%. The same has been also classified as NPA on 28-10-2022 and the
outstanding balance as on 09-06-2024 is Rs. 36,22,665/- plus further interest and penal interest
0f2.00% with monthly rests to be charged from 10-06-2024 till the date of realization.

2) That our 244-New Delhi-Rohini Branch has also extended Financial Assistance (OTHER
EDUCATION LOANS:501112010002235) dated 03-11-2016 requested by No.4 of you
for which Nos.2 & 3 of you stood as Co-obligants for the facility for a total amount of
Rs. 23,50,000/- at a ROI of 15.50% and the outstanding balance as on 09-06-2024 is
Rs. 37,15,013/- plus further interest and penal interest of 2.00% with monthly rests to be
charged from 10-06-2024 till the date of realization.

Immovable Properties Mortgaged to our Bank
Schedule - B : (Property Owned by Mrs. Santosh Bansal, W/o. Rajnish Bansal

1) All that piece of the Residential Flat, Entire Second Floor (without Roof right) of Property
Bearing No.299, Block D, Pocket 16, Sector 7, Rohini with the proportionate rights of the land
admeasuring 25.90 sq.mtrs in the name of Santosh Bansal which is bounded as under :
North : Property No.301, South : Property No.302, East : Opern Area, West : Property No.300.
2) All that piece of the Residential Flat, Entire Second Floor (without Roof Right) of Property
Bearing No.300, Block D, Pocket 16, Sector 7, Rohini with the Proportionate rights
of the land admeasuring 25.90 sq.mtrs in the name of Santosh Bansal which is bounded as
under : North : Road, South : Property No.302, East : OpenArea, West : Property No.301.

Schedule - C : (Property Owned by Mr .Rajnish Bansal, S/o. Ram Babu)

3) All that piece and of the Residential Flat, Entire Second Floor (without Roof right) of
Property Bearing No.301, Block D, Pocket 16, Sector 7, Rohini with the Proportionate rights
of the land admeasuring 25.90 sq.mtrs. in the name of Rajnish Bansal which is bounded as
under : North : Road, South : OpenArea, East : Property Nos.299 & 300, West : OpenArea.

Reserve Price : Rs.80,00,000/-
(Rupees Eighty Lakh only) (For Schedule B & C)

RE-AUCTION DETAILS

Date of Re-Tender-cum-Auction Sale Venue

City Union Bank Limited, New Delhi-Rohini Branch,
C-9/115, Sector 8, Rohini, New Delhi,
Delhi - 110085.
Telephone No.011-27941336, Cell N0.9350011173.

04-07-2024

Terms and Conditions of Re-Tender-cum-Auction Sale :

(1) The intending bidders should be present in person for the auction and participate personally
and give a declaration in writing to the effect that he/she is bidding for himself / herself. (2) The
intending bidders may obtain the Tender Forms from The Manager, City Union Bank Limited, New
Delhi-Rohini Branch, C-9/115, Sector 8, Rohini, New Delhi, Delhi - 110085. (3) The intending
bidders should submit their bids only in the Tender Form prescribed in sealed envelopes addressed to
The Authorised Officer, City Union Bank Ltd., together with a Pay Order / Demand Draft for an EMD
of 10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in favour of “City Union Bank Ltd.”, on or before 01.00 p.m.
on the date of Tender-cum-Auction Sale hereby notified. (4) For inspection of the property and other
particulars, the intending purchaser may contact Telephone No.011-27941336, Cell No. 9350011173,
(5) The property/ies are sold on “As-is-where-is”, “As-is-what-is” and “whatever- there is” basis. (6) The
sealed tenders will be opened in the presence of the intending bidders at 02.00 p.m. on the date of
Tender-cum-Auction Sale hereby notified. Though in general the sale will be by way of closed tenders,
the Authorised Officer may, at his sole discretion, conduct an Open Auction among the interested bidders
who desire to quote a bid higher than the one received in the closed tender process, and in such an
event, the sale shall be conferred on the person making highest bid. The sale, however, is subject to
confirmation of City Union Bank Limited. (7) The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% (inclusive of
EMD paid) of the sale amount immediately on completion of sale and the balance amount of 75%
within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale, failing which the initial deposit of 25% shall be
forfeited. (8) The Sale Certificate will be issued by the Authorised Officer in favour of the successful
purchaser only after receipt of the entire sale consideration within the time limit stipulated herein. (9)
The successful purchaser shall bear the charges / fees payable for conveyance, such as stamp duty,
registration fee etc., as applicable under law. (10) The successful bidder should pay the statutory
dues (lawful house tax, electricity charges and other dues), TDS, GST if any, due to Government,
Government Undertaking and local bodies. (11) The Authorised Officer shall have all the powers to
acceptor reject the bids or postpone or cancel the sale without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Place : Kumbakonam, Date : 11-06-2024 Authorised Officer

Regd. Office: 149, T.S.R. (Big) Street, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur District,
Tamil Nadu - 612 001, CIN - L65110TN1904PLC001287,
No.0435-2402322, Fax: 0435-2431746, Website: www.cityunionbank.com

Telenh

B-18:

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, KEONJHAR (R3B) CIRCLE, KEONJHAR

The tender for the work "Construction of 2" Floor of the Patna CHC under NHM for the
year 2023-24" invited vide Bid Identification No. C.C.E.K.C. Keonjhar No. 63/2023-24
is hereby cancelled due to being single tender in First time tender call as per Works
Department office Memorandum No.16 date 01.01.2015.

Chief Construction Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar.

Government of Odisha

No.2307, / Date.11.06.2024

OIPR-34033/11/0001/2425

Cdt R Nagrath, Cdt JPA Prabhu, Cdt Harjinder Pal.

GC Mayaram,GC Anirudh Sarkar, 2/Lt SJ Walia, Capt UPS Jassal, Capt N Muralidharan, Capt NK Sharma,
Capt Yogesh Dikshit, Maj Orlando Mascarenhas, Maj Mohit Whig, Maj PC Sharma, Maj Swatey P Sharma,
Maj Vikramendra Pratap Singh, Maj Deepak Kumar, Maj Rahul Sood, Maj Surinder Singh Labana VrC,
Maj RS Sandhu, MajAchal Taneja, Maj Sukumar Das, Maj Pankaj Tyagi, Maj R Tshering (Royal Bhutan
Army), Lt Col R Vishwanathan VrC, Lt Col PK Sharma, Lt Col Sanjeev Bhanti, Lt Col TR Jagannath,
Lt Col Prakash B Patil, Lt Col Mohan Singh, Lt Col OP Tripathi, Lt Col AP Arora, Col GK Chamoli,
Col Ratan Debnath, Col Pradeep Pasbola, Col BS Rathore, Col KK Nathani, Col S Sreenivasan,
Col GS Mangat, Col R Mahendru, Col CP Singh, Col MJ Reddy, Col Rajinder Kumar, Col A Ghildayal,
Col Inder Mohan, Col AR Thapan, Col JPS Hooda, Col Alok Chaturvedi, Col Kamal K Kapoor,
Col HK Arora, Col RK Mathur, Maj Gen RK Bharadwaj.

FitCdt Verghese Cherian, Fg Offr DS Hooda, Fg Offr RS Bains, Fg Offr SD Bajpai, Fg Offr SanjivMajumdar,
FltLt BNandi, SqnLdrR Ravindranath, Sqn LdrVivek Dhale, Wg Cdr Deepak V Sathe, Wg Cdr S Agarwal,
Wg Cdr Dhruv Johri, Gp Capt VV Singh, Gp Capt TD Sashidharan, Gp Capt PK Singh.

OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

SUMMER OF 1981: IN MEMORIAM

We remember our Buddies in Arms who left early for their Heavenly Abode
We pray for them and F{a to God to Bless Their Families

i

CADETS

ARMY

AIRFORCE

Lt AS Rathee, Lt Cdr YSN Prasad, CaptAli | Muhina (Tanzanian Navy).

Forever Remembered By:-

All The Coursemates of

58 NDA 68 Regular(IMA) 51 Technical Graduate course
20 Integrated Naval Course 127 Pilot Course
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does
not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any manner what-
soever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.
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DU to start
biannual
admissions
next year

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Delhi University (DU) will
start admitting students
twice a year from the next
academic session on a pilot
basis, said Vice-Chancellor
Yogesh Singh on Wednes-
day. This comes a day after
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) allowed in-
stitutes of higher learning
to follow a biannual admis-
sion process.

The UGC on Tuesday
said the decision could be
implemented from the
2024-25 academic session,
with the admission process
taking place in July-August
and January-February.

Meanwhile, several
teacher  bodies con-
demned the move, term-
ing it a “burden” on the al-
ready-overstretched
educational infrastructure.
The Democratic Teachers’
Front said educational in-
stitutes lack the required
infrastructure and man-
power to implement the
new admission process.

Timings
DELHI
THURSDAY, JUN. 13
RISE  05:24 SET 19:20
RISE  11:32 SET 00:00
FRIDAY, JUN. 14
RISE  05:24 SET 19:21
RISE 12:24 SET 00:26
SATURDAY, JUN. 15
RISE  05:24 SET 19:21
RISE 13:16 SET 00:52

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 45 28
Safdarjang 45 28
Palam 45 31

Delhi Palam Today

44°C Heat wave to prevail.
Morning will be slight warm.
The weather will be very hot &
uneasy with gusty winds. Night
will be slight warm & uneasy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
45°C A dry weather to prevail.
Morning will be slight warm.
The day will be very hot and
uneasy with warm winds.
Severe heat wave to continue.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2024
All rights reserved.
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7inTop 10|79 in Top 100 selections

from various programs of VISIONIAS

AIR’ AIR’ AIR

*VI

INSPIRI

12

ADITYA SRIVASTAVA

ABHYAAS PRELIMS 2023, 2022 & 2021
ABHYAAS MAINS 2023 & 2022

I, At sfear e o
goxay MsSH, AN 365

AIR . A I R A I R

[ ANIMESH PRADHAN | | RUHANI SRISHTIDABAS | [ ANMOLRATHORE | |  NAUSHEEN || AISHWARYAM PRAJAPATI |[ KUSH MOTWANI | | ANIKET SHANDILYA | MEDHA ANAND | SHAURYA ARORA

ALL INDIA GS TEST, LAKSHYA, ABHYAAS ABHYAAS, INTERVIEW GUIDANCE ABHYAAS, INTERVIEW GUIDANCE INTERVIEW GUIDANCE ALL INDIA TEST SERIES ALLINDIA GS TEST,LAKSHYA, ABHYAAS, @™ ALLINDIA TEST SERIES, ABHYAAS ,LAKSHYA, ABHYAAS,PT366 = ABHYAAS

SOCIOLOGY TEST, INTERVIEW GUIDANCE SOCIOLOGY TEST, INTERVIE! W GUIDANCE INTERVIEW GUIDANCE MAINS ADVANCE, INTERVIEW
1 5 6 1 6 @ 1 7 1 8 1 9 Scan to get UPSC Scan to Download
A l R - A I R A I R A l R A I R Preparation Insights from Toppers'

Y - So | VisionlAS Topper's Talk Answer Copies
| KUNALRASTOGI | | AYAN JAIN | [ swATISHARMA | | WARDAHKHAN | [ SHIVAMKUMAR | [ YOU CAN BE NEXT |
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA ALL INDIA TEST SERIES ABHYAAS ABHYAAS
EEEEEEE GUIDANCE, INTERVIEW GUIDANCE ABHYAAS INTERVIEW GUIDANCE INTERVIEW GUIDANCE

feg e, STy, MESH

136 238 257 313 517 555 556
AIR AIR AIR AIR AIR AIR AIR
| aftfa AR | AR g | | whwed | | wWeg@ | | @9 uReR | | |'§'\’T\’aﬁl1l§f'\’| | g wgaeh |
sitar SR 6s 2w, Py 3w, A=A 365 sita SR 6s 2, sifer g s e sifer g 6s 2w sitar SR 68 e, AR, difer gR¥ar Gs e, T, g, 3T,
SR, Y, ST MgS W, CSAT ¥, Uhdraw AT IR, geve MESH IRIT, FexX MESH PT 365, qefe S, PT 365, fidger 2%, gevey mgew gexe MESH
DY WIN, ARG e JHId HeTg

LIVE/ONLINE Q 3
Classes Available q“ l

www.visionias.in\{~ Q ! ‘

’l ’04
O‘ ”
01

GENERAL STUDIES
FOUNDATION COURSE

2025 & 2026

PRELIMS CUM MAINS

=

o
a®)

|

GS (Prelims & Mains) Syllabus _ (Prelims and Mains)

Affairs Coverage

| ENGLISHMEDIUM | 3 ( | = arew |
KAROL BAGH | GTB NAGAR feeedl: 11 311, 9 AM
PP DELHI: 14 JUNE, 9 AM | 20 JUNE, 5PM 28 JUNE, 8:30 AM
with our Expert m
© sas802z022 AHMEDABAD | BENGALURU | BHOPAL | CHANDIGARH | HYDERABAD | JAIPUR | JODHPUR | LUCKNOW | PUNE 23 3cird | 1M 3q | 1 3Jd | 18 3ecirg
L 20 JUNE | 18 JUNE 25 JUNE 20 JUNE | 24 JUNE 11JUNE | 11JUNE 20 JUNE 5JULY PN )
=7 Comprehensive Coverage of All India Test Series |[==] Holistic Current Continuous Mentoring

990 & Support System

LAKSHYA PRELIMS & MAINS INTEGRATED

MONTHLY CURRENT AFFAIRS e

" CSAT CLASSES 2025

Y» Political Science and International Relations

MENTORING PROGRAM 2025 REVISION CLASSES 2025 e Q 8
o ' o ' g ' g » Comprehensive coverage of CSAT syllabus
La e’hya (A LSNf;Aon’rh's S’r;o’reglc RfewsLlJ(;r;(F:’r:c’rll.ce, FOR GS PRELIMS & MAINS @) S / » Regular practice and assessment
E—— an en’rorln.g rogrcr’n ?r reims Detailed, topic-wise, and up-to-date contextual h \_ / » Dedicated slot for tutorial session
and Mains Examination 2025) understanding of all current issues » Access to All India CSAT Test Series
-‘-' i | Scanto S 0] am Scanto ﬁ Scanto
% now 86 o : ENGLISH & =&t ZES| know ENGLISH | = JUNE = ' S| Ko ENGLISH | = JUNE =
mere | e 11JUNE : Evas| ™ MEDIUM ' 7 sem 14 % e MEDIUM l 7 sem e 135
~ X
OPTIONAL SUBJECT CLASSES ||[#%8 = (&t e C2ALT.S
» :| more ?l}t% ‘\ /" &SA® &®
. Of: o \ / GS PRELIMS TEST SERIES
» Anthropology » Geography » Philosophy

O Extensive collection comprising 15000+ VisionlAS and UPSC Prelims PYQs

O Personalised Test creation by selecting subjects & topics as per one’s need

A
* ENGLISH 2024 & 2025 : 16 JUNE

. .. . . ~ g O Access to Performance Improvement Tests ﬁﬁﬂ 2024&2025:163?'
» Pu bIIC AdmInIStrqtlon )) SOCIOIOgy 3 W16 JULYI 5 PM : O Receive personalised recommendations identifying focus areas
e 1* Floor, Apsara Arcade, Near Gate-7 Karol Bagh Metro Station, 1/8 b, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi - 110005 S +91 8468022022, +91 9019066066

QLTS ET-ET M Vision IAS Classroom, Test centre & Enquiry office, metro gate no 2, above GTB Nagar Metro Station, Del

hi - 110009 & www.visionias.in

(0] V) 8¢ 1\ 4:£7 AHMEDABAD | BENGALURU | BHOPAL | CHANDIGARH | GUWAHATI | HYDERABAD | JAIPUR | JODHPUR | LUCKNOW | PRAYAGRA) | PUNE | RANCHI

CM
K

M ND-NDE




THE HINDU

States

Thursday, June 13, 2024
DELHI

INBRIEF

Punjab CM meets Kejriwal in

Tihar, discusses poll outcome

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday met AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal in
the Tihar jail in Delhi and discussed the party’s
performance in the just-concluded Lok Sabha
election, party sources said. It was the first
meeting between Mr. Mann and the Delhi Chief
Minister after the poll results which came out on
June 4. Mr. Kejriwal is lodged in the Tihar jail in
the excise policy-linked money laundering case.
In the 2024 Lok Sabha poll, the Congress dealt a
blow to AAP and the Opposition BJP and SAD in
Punjab, winning seven of the 13 seats even as two
Independents registered a surprise victory. PTI .

14-year-old raped by minor,

his friends in Jharkhand

A 14-year-old girl has been allegedly raped by her
minor ‘lover’ and six of his friends over two days
in Jharkhand’s Dhanbad district, a police officer
said on Wednesday. An FIR has been lodged
against seven persons, and raids are on to nab
the accused, he said. The police said that the
accused not only raped the girl but one of them
also filmed the crime on a mobile phone.
According to the victim’s statement, her ‘lover’
called her at his residence on Sunday evening
and raped her along with a friend. The accused
locked her in a room after committing the crime.
The next evening, five others of his friends raped
her in a bush near the house. e

No relief for Pune teen, home

remand extended till June 25

The Juvenile Justice Board on Wednesday
extended till June 25 the observation home
remand of a 17-year-old boy involved in a car
crash that killed two IT engineers in Pune last
month. The Pune police through prosecutors
sought the extension of the juvenile’s custody for
another 14 days at the observation home citing
his safety. He was in the observation home
remand till June 12. They also told the board that
the teen’s release at the current juncture may
hinder the ongoing investigation into the case
and other related matters, including alleged
swapping of his blood samples taken after the

May 19 accident. en

Navneet Rana fails to appear

before court in Chalisa case

BJP leader Navneet Rana has failed to appear
before a special court in Mumbai on Wednesday,
citing health concerns, in the 2022 ‘Hanuman
Chalisa’ recitation row case. Ms. Rana and her
husband Ravi Rana, had made an announcement
to stage a recitation of ‘Hanuman Chalisa’ outside
Matoshree, the residence of Uddhav Thackeray in
Bandra. The move had angered Sena (UBT) men
and caused tension in the neighbourhood. While
Ravi Rana appeared before the court on
Wednesday, it accepted Navneet’s plea to exempt
her from June 12 hearing and scheduled the

matter for hearing on July 2.

CRPF jawan, 2 militants
killed, 7 personnel hurt
in Jammu encounters

Militants attack Kathua civilian, police cavalcade before being killed; arms, ammunition recovered

along with currency; Army, police still searching for militants in Chenab valley checkpost area

Peerzada Ashiq
JAMMU

wo militants and a
I jawan from the
Central  Reserve

Police Forces were killed,
and seven security person-
nel were injured, in three
encounters in Jammu’s
Kathua and Doda districts
since Tuesday night.

The region has seen four
major militant attacks
since Sunday, including
the one which killed nine
pilgrims in Reasi district.

“Initially one terrorist
was killed [on Tuesday]
and another was killed on
Wednesday. The slain were
part of a newly-infiltrated
group. We have not called
off the operation. There
may be some more terro-
rists hiding in the area,”
said Anand Jain, Additional
Director General of Police,
Jammu.

The deceased jawan was
identified as Kabir Dass of
the CRPF’s 121 Battalion.

A group of militants sur-
faced in the Sohal Kootah

Army personnel near the site of an encounter at Saida Sukhal village

in Kathua district of J&K on Wednesday. PTI

area of Hiranagar in Kath-
ua district around 7.45
p-m. on Tuesday. Local re-
sidents raised an alarm
when the militants, search-
ing for drinking water,
stopped civilians. Officials
said the militants later
forced their entry into the
house of Onkar Nath, 45.
“Mr. Nath sustained bullet
injuries when terrorists
opened fire in panic,” offi-
cials said, adding that the
condition of the injured ci-
vilian is “stable”.

One terrorist was killed
on Tuesday when he

tossed a grenade at the pol-
ice party, while another
rushed into a nearby forest
area.

Arms recovered

Officials said the arms and
ammunition  recovered
from the site of the anti-
militancy operation indi-
cated that militants were
planning major attacks in
the region.

Two rifles, 10 maga-
zines, 382 rounds, eight
grenades and currency
were recovered.

Earlier, top police offi-

cials, including the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG),
Jammu, and Senior Supe-
rintendent of Police, Kath-
ua, had a narrow escape,
as the hiding militant shot
a volley of bullets at their
cavalcade.

In a separate incident
that took place in Chenab
Valley, a group of militants
opened fire at a joint
checkpoint of the Army
and the J&K police around
2 a.m. on Wednesday.

The Army and the pol-
ice continued their anti-
militancy operation in Do-
da’s Chattergala area, but
did not trace any militant
till late Wednesday night.

“The Army and the SOG
of the police are searching
jointly. It is a hilly and for-
ested area and is taking
time. I cannot confirm the
number of terrorists. It
seems there is a group of
terrorists,” Shridhar Patil,
DIG Ramban-Doda Range
said. (With PTI inputs)
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Days of Modi’s
one-person rule
over, says Sharad

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

Taking aim at Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Nation-
alist Congress Party (SP)
chief Sharad Pawar on
Wednesday said that the
days of “one-person rule”
were over as the new go-
vernment at the Centre
could not have been
formed by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) without
support of other parties.
“The ‘Modi guarantee’ is
now over, a change made
possible by the power of
the voters,” said the 83-
year-old Mr. Pawar, speak-
ing in Baramati where he is
on a three-day visit.

He said the Lok Sabha
election outcome indicat-
ed a similar result would
be repeated in the Maha-
rashtra Assembly election.

“After the Lok Sabha
election results are repli-
cated in the Assembly elec-
tion, I will give the reins of
the State to the hands of
the people and this power
will be used to address
pressing issues. For that, I
need your [people’s] co-
operation,” Mr. Sharad Pa-
war said.

The NCP (SP) had out-
shined the rival NCP fac-
tion led by his nephew,

E—————
NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar

Maharashtra Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar, in the recent
Lok Sabha election.

The NCP (SP)’s perfor-
mance has prompted ru-
mours of the defection of
legislators from the Ajit Pa-
war camp.

Speculation denied

Speaking in Mumbai on
Wednesday, NCP (Ajit Pa-
war) faction State chief Su-
nil Tatkare categorically
denied such speculation,
while countering that
MLAs from Mr. Sharad Pa-
war’s camp were in fact in
touch with his party.

Mr. Tatkare, the sole
winning candidate from
Mr. Ajit Pawar’s faction,
further pointed to report-
ed schisms within the NCP
(SP), alluding to tensions
between Rohit Pawar [Sha-
rad Pawar’s grand-ne-
phew] and Jayant Patil,
who is NCP (SP) State chief.

Modi’s guarantees rendered
false in Rajasthan, says Cong.

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The Opposition Congress
on Wednesday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government in Rajas-
than of proving Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s
guarantees “false” by with-
drawing the relief works
rolled out by the previous
Congress regime, includ-
ing the scheme of free elec-
tricity up to 100 units to
domestic consumers.

Talking to X, formerly
Twitter, former Chief Mi-
nister Ashok Gehlot al-
leged that the BJP govern-
ment was not giving relief
to new domestic power
consumers as well as those
who could not get them-
selves registered earlier — a
decision that impacted 30
lakh consumers.

In contrast, under the
Congress government, the
electricity bills of 1.04
crore consumers had be-

Ashok Gehlot slammed the BJP
govt. in the State. FILE PHOTO

come zero, providing them
relief from inflation, Mr.
Gehlot said.

“Our government had
organised inflation relief
camps and launched as
many as 10 relief schemes
for the public. Mr. Modi
gave a guarantee during
the [2023] Assembly elec-
tion that these schemes
will be taken forward, but
the BJP government is
proving this guarantee to
be false,” Mr. Gehlot said in
a post on X.

The former CM said the
State government had also
failed to reduce the petrol
and diesel prices to bring
them on a par with those of
Gujarat and Haryana, as
promised by the BJP, be-
sides showing no inclina-
tion to strengthen the
schemes already operative
to provide relief from infla-
tion.

“This is the reality
check of this government’s
intentions. Its truth is com-
ing out before the public,”
Mr. Gehlot said.

Mr. Gehlot also made re-
marks on the lack of adeg-
uate representation to the
Telugu Desam Party and
Janata Dal (United) in the
Union Cabinet, and said
the two parties should
have extended support to
the BJP-led government at
the Centre from outside to
avoid their “humiliation”.

This would have saved
the dignity and respect of
the two parties, he said.

Kejriwal aide moves
Delhi HC for bail in
Maliwal assault case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav Ku-
mar has moved the High
Court seeking regular bail
in the case of alleged as-
sault on Aam Aadmi Par-
ty’s Rajya Sabha member
Swati Maliwal. The plea is
likely to be listed for hear-
ing before a Vacation
Bench of the High Court on
June 14.

Mr. Kumar, who was
sent to 14 days of judicial
custody on May 31, has
been accused of assaulting
Ms. Maliwal on May 13 at
the Chief Minister’s official
residence. He was arrested
on May 18.

A trial court had on June
7 refused to grant him bail,
saying he was facing “grave
and serious” charges and
that there was an appre-
hension that he could in-

fluence witnesses.

In his plea before the
High Court, Mr. Kumar ar-
gued that the trial court
had failed to consider that
his further custody was not
required as all evidence
and witness statements
had been collected by the
investigating officer.

Mr. Kumar’s first bail
plea was dismissed on May
27 by another sessions
court, which said there ap-
peared to be no “premedi-
tation” by the Rajya Sabha
member in lodging the FIR
and that her allegations
could not be swept away.

An FIR was registered
against CM’s aide on May
16 under various IPC provi-
sions, including those re-
lated to criminal intimida-
tion, assault or criminal
force on a woman with the
intent to disrobe, and at-
tempt to commit culpable
homicide.

Malviya to file
defamation
case against
Bengal lawyer

Press Trust of India
KOLKATA

BJP leader Amit Malviya on
Wednesday said he would
file a criminal defamation
case against Kolkata-based
lawyer Santanu Sinha for
allegedly making ‘slander-
ous’ comments against
him in a social media post.

Responding to Mr. Mal-
viya’s statement, Mr. Sinha
said he is ready for a legal
fight, and claimed that his
remarks were “misinter-
preted”. In a post on X, Mr.
Malviya said, “The alleged
post was defamatory, cal-
culated and malicious. The
wide dissemination by Op-
position parties has added
to the defamation.”

Claiming that he has not
written anything unto-
ward, Mr. Sinha said he
will not withdraw the post
but expressed “sorrow” if
it hurt Mr. Malviya.

In Opposition after 24 years of rule, it’s a challenge for BJD to stay relevant in Odisha

NEWS ANALYSIS

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

A photograph of Biju Jana-
ta Dal (BJD) president Na-
veen Patnaik addressing
party leaders, both victors
and those defeated, at his
sprawling residence, Na-
veen Niwas, the ultimate
power centre of Odisha for
more than two decades,
had surfaced on social me-
dia recently in the after-
math of the Assembly elec-
tion result.

Relaxed and at ease, Mr.
Patnaik was seen engaging
warmly with the leaders.
Several images showing
leaders freely taking selfies
with the BJD chief, un-
bound by the usual formal-
ities and restrictions, also
emerged from Naveen
Niwas.

These  photographs,
though could be deceptive,
were aimed at manifesting

the BJD as a democratised
and cohesive regional par-
ty, which finds itself in the
Opposition role after long
24 years.

Concerns are being
raised on the threat of dis-
integration looming large
over the BJD due to its inex-
perience in Opposition and
the BJP’s aggressive efforts
to expand its influence in
Odisha. .

Sooner or later, the BJD
may face an exodus of lead-
ers after 24 years of domi-
nant rule in the State like
one has seen in case of
Bharat Rashtra Samithi in
Telangana, according to
political analysts.

“The BJD government
under Mr. Patnaik was just
focused on implementing
routine  welfare  pro-
grammes primarily be-
cause of its hold on power.
Many of the party’s leaders
seem to have lost sight of
the original reasons for the
BJD’s formation, its core
ideologies, and its position

BJD leader and former Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik with
party leaders at his residence in Bhubaneswar. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

in the evolving national
political landscape. To sus-
tain its unity and rele-
vance, the party needs to
reassess and redefine its

ideological foundation,”
said Rabi Das, a veteran
journalist.

Soon after its formation
in 1997, the BJD had in-
stantly got acceptance in
Odisha because the State
was then perceived to be
neglected by the Centre,
Mr. Das elaborated. The sit-

uation has changed now.

Marred by cadre woes

The BJD’s cadre structure
was not known to be or-
ganic. At the grassroots le-
vel, both in villages and ur-
ban areas, leaders often
associated with the party
because it facilitated closer
ties with the administra-
tion, enabling them to ef-
fectively get things done.
Over time, this led to a sce-
nario where local BJD lead-

ers wielded significant in-
fluence; nothing would
proceed in field-level offic-
es without their approval.
Now, with the party’s di-
minishing power, this
same BJD cadre might
struggle to maintain cohe-
sion among their ranks
without the administrative
clout they once enjoyed.

No second-rung leaders
Out of the 51 newly elected
BJD MLAs, only a handful
have prior experience of
sitting in the Opposition.
This could prove crucial
for BJD leaders in main-
taining composure during
challenging times.

“Leaders will feel like a
fish out of water. For over
two decades, power had
become a habit and the
glue that held the party to-
gether,” said author and
political commentator San-
deep Sahu.

Mr. Patnaik is expected
to become the Leader of
the Opposition in the 17th

Odisha Legislative Assemb-
ly. He is considered only
viable candidate, since the
party has not groomed a
strong second-rung
leadership.

“Potential leaders show-
ing potential to rise in hie-
rarchy have been inten-
tionally kept at a distance
from the party’s core pow-
er structure, either due to
perceived or actual capa-
bilities,” said Mr. Sahu.

Reliance on officers
The BJD chief’s heavy re-
liance on bureaucrats has
now become a significant
drawback. No party lead-
ers within the BJD have
come as close to him as the
retired bureaucrats, such
as the late Pyarimohan Mo-
hapatra, and V.K. Pandian.

According to BJD insid-
ers, party leaders were
afraid of airing their grie-
vance directly to the party
president.

The messages were
routed through his bureau-

crat advisers. When the
role of leaders is now far
more important to sustain
party’s  activities on
ground, huge trust deficit
has become biggest stum-
bling block.

There is a huge vacuum
in the BJD after the depar-
ture of Mr. Pandian, his
trusted aide, who was
blamed for the party’s de-
bacle in the Assembly and
the Lok Sabha election.
The Tamil Nadu-born
former bureaucrat played
a key role in at least fram-
ing the party’s response to
State and national develop-
ments.

Without Mr. Pandian,
there is hardly any struc-
ture in place that looks af-
ter the party’s day-to-day
affairs.

Mr. Pandian had pre-
viously expressed con-
cerns that the BJP might at-
tempt to split the regional
party if they secured 50
seats in the Odisha Legisla-
tive Assembly. Now, with

the BJP winning 78 seats —
just four more than the ma-
jority mark — these con-
cerns are more pressing.

Analysts suggest that the
BJP, aiming for more than a
simple majority, may look
to entice members of the
BJD to join their ranks.

At 77 years, Mr. Patnaik
has led the BJD for over 26
years and would turn 82 if
the next Assembly election
takes place in 2029. Many
younger BJD leaders are
sceptical about his ability
to lead the party into the
next election due to his
age.

Mr. Patnaik has repeat-
edly stated that his succes-
sor will be chosen by the
people of Odisha, a state-
ment NOw seen as vague
and non-specific. It is cru-
cial for him to address this
issue promptly before time
runs out as very few re-
gional parties in India have
dominated politics like the
BJD has done since its in-
ception.
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Salman Khan, brother record statements in April firing case

Ateeq Shaikh
MUMBAI

Mumbai Police has record-
ed statements of Bolly-
wood actor Salman Khan

Khan in connection with
the incident of firing out-
side their Bandra resi-
dence in April, officials
said on Wednesday.

An officer said that Mr.

which was recorded on
June 4, lasted over two
hours, while his brother
spoke to the Crime Branch
for over an hour. He added
that the actor also shared

vious threats he has re-
ceived from jailed gang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi’s
gang.

So far, six persons have
been arrested in connec-

Soren ‘instrumental’ in illegal land grab cases, ED tells HC

Press Trust of India
RANCHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Wednesday in-
formed the Jharkhand

Chief Minister Hemant So-
ren was “instrumental” in
illegally occupying land in
Ranchi. Arguing for the
ED, its counsel S.V. Raju
said that Mr. Soren had ac-

and a boundary wall was
constructed to secure its
possession. He added that
the agency had recovered
documents that showed
land records were interpo-

Mr. Soren had filed a pe-
tition before the high court
on May 27, seeking bail in a
money-laundering  case
linked to an alleged land
scam. The hearing will

and his brother Arbaaz Salman Khan’s statement, information about the pre- tion with the firing case. High Court that former quired thelandin2009-10, lated to favour the ex-CM. continue on Thursday.
MRL54-KHARUDAK (NANKAR) EE RWD
Rural works Department GHASSIKURA KHAIRBARI TO MALANI RCC e
33 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R116 Bridge BRIDGE AT KHARUDAK (NANKAR) 17.50 163.92 314 335 Division
GouL. ot sitar Short Notice Inviting Re-tender (No.-RWD/PMGSY/HQ/ET/-2024-25/04) GHASSIKURA KHAIRBARI TO MALANI AT Kishangan)-2
" — . CH-1.865KM
Rural Works Department, Bihar invites Percentage rate Tender on behalf of Governor of Bihar (through e- MRL54 KHARUDAK (NANKAR)
rocurement system) from bona fide, approved and eligible Contractors registered with RWD/RCD/CPWD/MES/ Railways/Other GHASSIKURA KHAIRBARI TO MALANI RCC EE, RWD,
Works
State/Central Govt. departments for the following PMGSY-IIl works including maintenance for five years after construction of | 34 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R117 Bridge GHESQ?SJER’:T&*XI‘::ES'%NSK:Z’l o 300 | 39058 | 583 7.95 Division,
roads and Bridges. CH-2.860KM Kishanganj-2
. MRL37-MDR ROAD TO KANHAIYA JI HAAT £E RWD
Length Package wise Earnest Amount BORDER ROAD BHAEDRANI TAK RCC Works
sl District Block Package No. New Tec'hnoloev Name of Road / Bridge (in km/ Amount Money Payableto | 35 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R119 Bridge BRIDGE AT MDR ROAD TO KANHAIYA JI 36.00 388.23 5.56 7.90 Division
/ Bridge m) (Rs. in Lakhs) (Rs. in Works HAAT BORDER ROAD BHAEDRANI TAK AT Kishanaani-2
Const. Maint. Lakhs) Division CH-3.783KM gan)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 T09-NH327 RASIA PAWAKHALI MDR £ RWD
Panelled Cement EE, RWD, ROAD TO SUKHANI TAT POUA RCC Works
) ) ) ) MRL10-MAHESH BATHNA TO KOLHA Works 36 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R120 Bridge BRIDGE AT NH327 RASIA PAWAKHALI 36.00 389.70 | 6.11 7.94 o
Division,
1 Kishanganj Kishanganj BR18P3R17 Conclgi:eS/SiSr]urface SONTHA TOLA 6.56 466.16 23.74 9.82 Division, MDR ROAD TO SUKHANI TAT POUA AT shangun-2
¢ Kishanganj-1 CH-3.113KM
banelled Coment EE, RWD, MRL42-OLD MECHI (MANGLI CHOWK )TO EE, RWD,
anellel emen
) ) ) ) MRL41-KISHANGANJ BLOCK CHOWK TO Works ) " . - KARUAMANI RCC BRIDGE AT OLD MECHI Works
2 | Kishanganj | Kishanganj | BR18P3R18 | Concrete/ Surface GOBINDPUR 7.05 68832 | 3513 | 1451 Division, 37 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R121 Bridge (MANGLI CHOWK TO KARUAMANI AT CH- | 4050 39826 | 5.88 8.10 Division,
Dressing Kishanganj-1 3.820km Kishanganj-2
Cold Mix T03-THAKURGAN) COLLEGE MORE TO
Technology/ EE, RWD, CHURLI BENGAL SIMA TAK RCC BRIDGE AT thzy\k’f’
3 | Kishanganj | KochDhaman | BR18P3R23 | Panelled Cement |  MRL41-BHAWANIGAN) TO SHAHPUR 8.66 549.80 | 3311 | 1169 Works 38 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R123 Bridge T03-THAKURGANI COLLEGE MORE TO 1955 | 24842 | 290 5.04 Division
Division, CHURLI BENGAL SIMA TAK AT CH - '
Concrete/ Surface : ' Kishanganj-2
Dressing Kishanganj-1 5.900KM
T03-THAKURGANJ COLLEGE MORE TO
Panelled Cement MRLA1-KURHAILI - PATHARGHATTI - EENE:?:SD CHURLI BENGAL SIMA TAK RCC BRIDGE AT Ef/’vmf’
4 | Kishanganj Dighalbank BR18P3R30 | Concrete/ vSurface LAKSHMIPUR-FAUDAR PALSA PATH 14.95 148875 | 68.85 31.23 Division, 39 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj BR18P3R124 Bridge T03-THAKURGANJ COLLEGE MORE TO 17.50 178.45 3.38 3.65 Division,
Dressing ) ’ CHURLI BENGAL SIMA TAK AT CH - ' '
Kishanganj-2 11.346KM Kishanganj-2
EE, RWD :
Panelled Cement U MRLO2-MAHANANDA PUL (SH KTTG)
5 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BRI8P3RS3 | Concrete/ Surface MRMS'CHL;E: é:f’s‘?',\'ﬂ(;cT)AiAZAR BASTI 6.35 39531 | 2572 | 844 D‘x:’sr“k; ROAD TO DOGACHHI TETALGURI RCC ES&RV:D'
Dressing Kishan an"-2 40 | Kishanganj Thakurganj BR18P3R127 Bridge BRIDGE AT MRLO2-MAHANANDA PUL (SH 25.90 216.62 3.96 4.42 Div:)s:osrl
ganj KTTG) ROAD TO DOGACHHI TETALGURI AT . '
MRLO4- PALAS| MANTU CHOWK TO EE, RWD, CH- 8.450KM Kishangan;-2
6 | Aaria Araria BRO1P3RA2 Bridge MADANPUR RCC BRIDGE AT PALASI 1750 | 18432 | 377 377 Works MRL42-OLD MECHI (MANGLI CHOWK )TO EE, RWD,
T o o AT Do 41 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BRISP3R128 Bridge KARUAMANIRCC BRIDGE AT OLD MECHI |1, o | 1709 | 539 352 Works
4.633KM Eé“;\r;‘D gan) ganj g (MANGLI CHOWK )TO KARUAMANI AT CH - : : : : Division,
MRL98-BENGA CHOWK TO HARWA RCC V;/orks ' 9.562KM Kishanganj-2
7 Araria Joukihat BRO1P3R51 Bridge BRIDGE AT BENGA CHOWK TO HARWA AT 17.50 133.02 2.69 272 Division MRL42-OLD MECHI (MANGLI CHOWK TO EE, RWD,
CH-1.670KM on, ) ) ) ) KARUAMANI RCC BRIDGE AT OLD MECHI Works
Araria 42 | Kishanganj Thakurganj BR18P3R129 Bridge (MANGLI CHOWK )TO KARUAMANI AT CH - 17.50 168.01 4.68 3.46 Division,
MRL23-DHOLBAJA TO PARWA RCC E;/E:’:f 9.900kM Kishanganj-2
8 Araria Forbisganj | BROLP3R64 Bridge BRIDGE AT DHOLBAJATOPARWAATCH - | 17.50 | 12421 | 244 2.54 oy MRL33-KHUTTAMANI PATH (TULSIA EE, RWD,
7.600KM Division, BHITTA)TO JANGALBHITTA MALAKATA Works
Forbisganj | 43 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R134 Bridge RCC BRIDGE AT MRL33-KHUTTAMANI 17.50 163.61 372 335 Division
MRLO1-PWD Road Bistoriya to Jagta Rcc EE, RWD, PATH (TULSIA BHITTAJTO JANGALBHITTA Kishanganj-2
Works MALAKATA AT CH - 1.784KM gan)
9 Araria Raniganj BRO1P3R92 Bridge Bridge at PWD Road Bistoriya to Jagta at 17.50 126.78 2.68 2.60 L .
ch-2.980km Division, MRL44-MAHATA TOLA GUALDANGI £E RWD
Forbisganj CHOWK TO NAIKA GACHH BENGAL SIMA Works
T29-Koshi Bandh Mushariya To Jhagruwa EE RWD. 44 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R135 Bridge RCC BRIDGE AT MRL44-MAHATA TOLA 17.50 168.50 2.99 3.44 Division
Tetri Kuboul Hote Huye Kiratpur Tak V;/orks ! GUALDANGI CHOWK TO NAIKA GACHH Kishan nl'-2
10 | Darbhanga |  Kiratpur BR10P3R107 Bridge H.L.B.Bridge across Gehunwa River on 3044 | 49310 | 357 9.96 Diviion BENGAL SIMA AT CH-2.590KM shanganj
T29-Koshi Bandh Mushariya To Jhagruwa Biraul ! MRL38-KHARUDAH BASAK TOLA TO EE, RWD,
Kiratpur tak at ch 10630M ) ) . ) BHAYANKARDURI RCC BRIDGE AT MRL38 - Works
T29-Koshi Bandh Mushariya To Jhagruwa EE. RWD 45 | Kishanganj Thakurganj BR18P3R136 Bridge KHARUDAH BASAK TOLA TO 17.50 16070 288 328 Division,
Tetri Kuboul Hote Huye Kiratpur Tak V;lorks ! BHAYANKARDURI AT CH -1.517KM Kishanganj-2
11 | Darbhanga Kiratpur BR10P3R108 Bridge H.L.B.Bridge across Gehunwa River on 34.44 464.79 3.47 9.39 Division MRL43-BENGAL SIMA HARA MOTI TO EE. RWD.
T29-Koshi Bandh Mushariya To Jhagruwa Biraul ! SAKRA KATHA PWD ROAD RCC BRIDGE AT Works '
Kiratpur tak at ch 10800M rad 46 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R137 Bridge MRL43-BENGAL SIMA HARA MOTI TO 25.90 21931 | 4.27 4.48 Dividon
T01-Ramgarhwa to Piparpati via SAKRA KATHA PWD ROAD AT CH - ish ’__
. EE, RWD, 162KM Kishanganj-2
Fast Pakhnahiya, Dhangarhwa CONSTRUCTION Works 3.16
12 ch Ramgarhwa BR11P3R58 Bridge OF H.L BRIDGE AT- 4+500 IN 20.33 255.82 0.58 5.14 Divisi T10-MDR ROAD MANIKPUR TO EE. RWD
amparan RAMGARHWA TO PIPARPAT] VIA F;V'S'”l" KHUTAMANI BENGAL SIMA RCC BRIDGE Works
PAKHNAHIYA , DHANGARHWA axau 47 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R139 Bridge AT T10-MDR ROAD MANIKPUR TO 17.50 178.09 3.12 3.63 Division
EE RWD KHUTAMANI BENGAL SIMA AT CH - ' '
MRL40-T02 to Chhagalia Via Kulamani V;lorks ! 6.166KM Kishanganj-2
13 | Kishanganj Kishangan] BR18P3R63 Bridge Insanpur RCC BRIDGE AT T02 to Chhagalia 34.40 226.42 743 4.69 Division MRL40-KHARUDAH ROAD
Via Kulamani Insanpur at ch-1.870KM Kishanganlj-l (FULBHASA)BENDOGRA SAWAN TO BIRAN EI\E,,Vz:/I\(ISD,
VIRLA3-MASJIDGARH POKHAR (T12) TO EE, RWD, 48 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R140 Bridge gg;g ?;:SLBBTillA)SG/xE) :ETNMDZLSS;\K;w:’E/;g 17.50 162.07 3.01 331 Division,
) . ) KUTTI GOLA VIA CHARAIYA RCC BRIDGE Works Kishanganj-2
14 | Kishanganj | Koch Dhaman BR18P3R65 Bridge AT MASJIDGARH POKHAR (T12) TO KUTTI 26.00 177.39 294 3.62 Division, BIRAN TOLA AT CH- 0.470KM
GOLA VIA CHARAIYA AT CH -6.040KM Kishanganj-1 MRL40-KHARUDAH ROAD £E, RWD,
MRL4O-PIPLA CHOWK (T11) TO CHARAIVA BERWD, 1 4o | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR1SP3R1A1 Bridge (;%LLiH:éé\ f@gggimm&?giﬁ 3600 | 39269 | 6.47 8.00 Works
) i j urganj i . . . X L
15 | Kishanganj | KochDhaman | BR18P3R66 Bridge VIAHIMATNAGAR RCC BRIDGE AT MRLAO0- |, g | 44696 | 401 3.01 Works (FULBHASA)BENDOGRA SAWAN TO BIRAN Divisien,
PIPLA CHOWK (T11) TO CHARAIVA VIA Division, TOLA AT CH-6.620KM Kishangan;-2
HIMATNAGAR AT CH - 4.440KM Kishanganj-1 TRLAEPWD ROAD BELBARI T0 PITHAKFA
MRL28-DUBRA TO MASTALIYA RCC E;,E:’:f KUA MAKHANPUR HOTE HUE PWD ROAD Efﬂ/ms[)’
16 | Kishanganj | Koch Dhaman | BR18P3R67 Bridge BRIDGE AT DUBRA TO MASTALIYAATCH - | 17.50 151.15 5.08 3.13 Division 50 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R143 Bridge RCC BRIDGE AT MRL48-PWD ROAD 17.50 160.39 2.88 327 Division
4.540KM ishanean 1 BELBARI TO PITHAKHA KUA MAKHANPUR Kishangani-2
is a”\g;”" HOTE HUE PWD ROAD AT CH- 3.470KM gan)
MRL19-RCD ROAD JHALA TO NISHANDRA Emrkso' MRLO7-CHHILKA BARI KATHALBARI KHAAL e aWh
17 | Kishanganj | Terhagachhi BR18P3R76 Bridge RCC BRIDGE AT RCD ROAD JHALA TO 17.50 160.15 4.20 3.30 Divisi BASTI TO TEMORH PWD ROAD RCC Vl\lorks ’
NISHANDRA AT CH-23.500KM vision, 51 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R145 Bridge BRIDGE AT MRLO7-CHHILKA BARI 25.90 214.13 4.24 438 ol
Kish. i-1 Division
ishanganj KATHALBARI KHAAL BASTI TO TEMORH ) !
MRL12-RCD ROAD KALIYAGAN) TO EE, RWD, PWD ROAD AT CH-0.100KM Kishanganj-2
18 | Kishanganj | Terhagachhi | BRI8P3R80 Bridge GHANIPHULSARAI RCC BRIDGE AT RCD 1750 | 16937 | 3.6 347 Works MRL23-NH327 E BIRANBARI TO EE, RWD,
ROAD KALIYAGANJ TO GHANIPHULSARAI Division, 4 ' . . KHATKHATI TAK RCC BRIDGE AT MRL23 - Works
AT CH-4.260KM Kishanganj-1 | 52 | Kishanganj Thakurganj BR18P3R150 Bridge NH327 E BIRANBARI TO KHATKHATI TAK 17.50 162.96 3.87 3.34 Division,
MRL19-RCD ROAD JHALA TO NISHANDRA E;/L{:':SD AT CH-3.600KM _ Kishanganj-2
19 | Kishanganj | Terhagachhi | BR18P3RS81 Bridge RCC BRIDGE AT RCD ROAD JHALA TO 34.40 24852 | 661 5.12 Division MM}:*LO_3C"V|'"ZB ?&'A'\;S;ac'g;:g’& \T/;(a)N E;IRVI‘(’D'
= ’ . . ohani Coloy, orks
NISHANDRA AT CH-21.250KM Kishanganj-1 | 53 Purnia Kasba BR27P3R91 Bridge OF BOX BRIDGE AT CH- 05250 in Mirza 17.70 121.30 0.42 2.44 Division,
EE, RWD, Bari to Santhali Tola via Mohani Colony Purnia
20 | Kishanganj | Dighalbank | BR18P3R83 Bridge TOTIL'JTL;;S?OT; ;?L%'}TT"C%C_STES;KEMAT 1750 | 16630 | 4.01 341 DY://:’S:E; TO1-KAHANPUR TO MANANPUR VIA Ef,,vRVI\(ID,
' Kishangan’ﬁ 54 | Samastipur Khanpur BR30P3R27 Bridge SHADIPUR CONSTRUCTION OF BOX 19.90 134.74 214 274 Div;:osn
MRL28-MOHAMARI - KALIGRAM - BIHAR EE, RWD, BRIDGE At CH 3+645 Km Samastipur
21 | Kishanganj | Dighalbank | BR18P3R87 Bridge Mgm\;m _REEL?GRF'&(;; Am:RLZT%L A 17.60 193.48 339 3.95 D\xz'"k; TO1-BALLIPUR - NAKTA CHOWK VIA Ef,'VRVI\(’D'
) ! 55 | Samastipur | Warisnagar | BR30P3R28 Bridge WARIS NAGAR (MDR1) CONSTRUCTION 26.30 186.90 2.58 3.80 orks
PATH AT CH -1.520KM Kishanganj-2 OF BOX Bridae At CH- 1+265 KM Division,
MRLO4-TULSIA CHOUDHARY BAST! - & Samastipur
KACHCHUNALA - BETBARI TO KAMATI EE, RWD, MRL50-PMGSY SHAHWASHPUR TO EE, RWD,
) ) ) ) PATH RCC BRIDGE AT MRLO4 -TULSIA Works ) . ) HATEWA RCC BRIDGE AT PMGSY Works
22 | Kishanganj Dighalbank BR18P3R94 Bridge CHOUDHARY BASTI - KACHCHUNALA - 17.50 173.75 4.64 3.58 Division, 56 Araria Forbisganj BRO1P3R62 Bridge SHAHWASHPUR TO HATEWA AT CH - 52.50 519.14 6.85 10.55 Division,
BETBARI TO KAMATI PATH) AT CH - Kishanganj-2 1.832kM Forbisganj
1.030KM MRL28-MOHAMARI - KALIGRAM - BIHAR EE, RWD,
MRL41-Taiyabpur sonapur road . . . . TOLA PATH RCC BRIDGE AT MOHAMARI - Works
Kathkuwan to Birpuer dalua tak RCC Es,;,s:l:f’ 57 | Kishanganj Dighalbank BR18P3R92 Bridge KALIGRAM - BIHAR TOLA PATH AT CH - 60.00 599.25 8.54 12.19 Division,
23 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R102 Bridge BRIDGE AT MRL41-Taiyabpur sonapur 17.50 162.76 2.89 332 Division 0.710KM Kishanganj-2
road kathkuwan to Birpuer dalua tak AT Kishangan}-Z MRL17-MILBHITTA TO DHOBINIA EE, RWD,
CH-1.950kM 58 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R103 Bridge (MASHANDANGI) RCC BRIDGE AT 5250 | 52230 | 7.75 | 1063 Works
MRL16-KUNJ MANI(DANGIPOKHAR) TO EE, RWD, ( MILBHITTA TC)’ DHOBINIA _E;'V'S'O“/_
) ) ) ) FULHARA (NIMLA GAON) RCC BRIDGE AT Works MASHANDANGI) AT CH-3.00KM Kishangan;-2
24 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R106 Bridge MRLL6-KUNJ MANI(DANGIPOKHAR) TO 17.50 163.06 4.00 335 Division, MRL17-MILBHITTA TO DHOBINIA EE, RWD,
FULHARA (NIMLA GAON) AT CH-3.650kM Kishangani-2 | 59 | Kishangan; Pothia BR18P3R104 Bridge (MASHANDANGI) RCC BRIDGE ATMRLL7- | ¢ 0 | 9903 | 747 | 117 Works
A EE, RWD, MILBHITTA TO DHOBINIA Division,
MRL42-Taiyabpur to sonapur RCC BRIDGE Works (MASHANDANGI) AT CH-3.400KM Kishanganj-2
25 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R108 Bridge AT TAIYABPUR TO SONAPUR AT CH - 36.00 394.67 5.63 8.03 Division MRL48-Khairbari to bangal border to £E, RWD,
7.450KM ) ' thiya RCC BRIDGE AT KHAIRBARI TO Works
Kishanganj-2 i i i i pothiy:
: ganj 60 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R112 Bridge BANGAL BORDER TO POTHIA AT CH- 60.00 590.87 7.97 12.01 Division,
MRL41-Taiyabpur sonapur road ) '
K EE, RWD, 0.820KM Kishanganj-2
kathkuwan to Birpuer dalua tak RCC Works MRL48-PWD ROAD BELBARI TO PITHAKHA
26 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R109 Bridge BRIDGE AT TAIYABPUR SONAPUR ROAD 36.00 388.74 5.49 7.90 Division KUA MAKHANPUR HOTE HUE PWD ROAD EE, RWD,
KATHKUWAN TO BIRPUER DALUA TAK AT ’
v o SS%KM Kishanganj-2 | 61 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R144 Bridge RCC BRIDGE AT MRL48-PWD ROAD 81.00 792.42 7.90 16.05 D\xzi‘;
: - BELBARI TO PITHAKHA KUA MAKHANPUR ) '
MRL43-Kttg rcd road talbari chowk to EE, RWD, HOTE HUE PWD ROAD AT CH- 8.100KM Kishanganj-2
27 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R110 Bridge ?:;:;g;”;or;g ?:LdaigchHRg\)/f/;:% 3600 | 39373 | 646 8.02 D\x?s:gsn MRLO7-CHHILKA BARI KATHALBARI KHAAL WD
) ' BASTI TO TEMORH PWD ROAD RCC )
BHUTA THANA RCD ROAD AT CH -5.00KM Kishangani-2 | o> | yichanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R146 Bridge BRIDGE AT CHHILKA BARI KATHALBARI 52.50 52032 | 7.67 10,59 Works
MRL48-Khairbari to bangal border to EE, RWD, KHAAL BASTI TO TEMORH PWD ROADAT Division,
i Kishanganj-2
28 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R111 Bridge pothiya RCC BRIDGE AT KHAIRBARI TO 3600 | 39019 | 591 7.94 Works CH-1.800kM sanl
BANGAL BORDER TO POTHIA AT CH - Division, ARLD7-CHHILKA BAR] KATHALBAR] KHAAL
2.282kM Kishanganj-2 BASTI TO TEMORH PWD ROAD RCC Emn’f’
MRLM‘“(JNJ MAN'(DA’\)‘G‘POKHAR) T0 EE, RVI‘(/Dr 63 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R147 Bridge BRIDGE AT MRLO7-CHHILKA BARI 52.50 511.69 7.40 10.41 Division
' ) ) ) FULHARA (NIMLA GAON) RCC BRIDGE AT Works KATHALBARI KHAAL BASTI TO TEMORH . ]
29 | Kishanganj Pothia BR18P3R99 Bridge KUNJ MANI(DANGIPOKHAR) TO FULHARA 17.50 165.29 3.15 3.38 Division, WD ROAD AT CH 4.838KM Kishangan;-2
Toa":‘}:‘m ‘;22:3 ?Efﬂﬁelﬁ%ffﬁ — K'Z*:;\g;g'z Date and Time for Downloading of Bidding Documents From 18.06.2024 (09:30 AM) to 25.06.2024 (12:00 Noon)
- ! ’ Last date and Time of Online Bid Submission 25.06.2024 up to 15:00 Hours.
30 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj | BR18P3R113 Bridge CHURLI BENGALSIMATAKRCCBRIDGEAT |10 ¢ | 10199 | 338 337 Works includi d £ Affidavi
gan) gan ¢ THAKURGANJ COLLEGE MORE TO CHURLI : : : ' Division, | (including Scanned copy of Affidavits)
BENGAL SIMA TAK AT CH -0.286KM Kishanganj-2 Online Bid Opening Date and Time 25.06.2024 at 15:30 Hours.
T03-THAKURGAN) COLLEGE MORE TO EE, RWD, Place, date and time of Pre-Bid Meeting 20.06.2024 from 15:00 Hours.
31 | Kishanganj | Thakurganj BRISP3R114 Bridge CHURLI BENGAL SIMA TAK RCC BRIDGE AT 1750 160.84 287 328 Works (Office of Respective Works Circle, RWD)
THAKURGANJ COLLEGE MORE TO CHURLI ' ' ' ' Division, Details of tender related information can be viewed/ downloaded from the website http://pmgsytendersbih.gov.in. Interested Bidders will
BENGAL SIMA TAK AT CH -9.200kM Kishanganj-2_| haye to register with their DSC (Digital Signature Certificate) in the web site http://pmgsytendersbih.gov.in.
MRLO5-DOGACHHI HAAT TO NH327 EE, RWD, . . . . . . L
. ) ) ) HARIN DUBBAL TAK RCC BRIDGE AT Works For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar F?glneer-ln-Chle.f-cum-
32 | Kishanganj Thakurganj BR18P3R115 Bridge DOGACHH! HAAT TO NH327 HARIN 17.50 176.69 2.62 3.60 Division . Additional Commissioner-cum-
DUBBAL TAK AT CH -2.888KIM Kishangani-2 | PR- 001480 (RWD) 2024-25 TRl -\q T Bl % Udh -a JUAR, gg by Gﬁ'\’ qﬁ?‘"—\' ﬁ LK@ Special Secretary, RWD, Bihar, Patna
cy » N : »
K oo e
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Turn to the sports pages to
participate in today's quiz

Yesterday's winners:
1. Bijaya Acharya,Bangalore
2. Sandesh M K, Shivamogga
3. Jaseema Sulthana, Chennai

K RIDE
% d RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
W COMPANY (KARNATAKA) LIMITED

(A Joint Venture of Government of Karnataka & Ministry of Railways)

BENGALURU SUBURBAN RAIL PROJECT

PUBLIC CONSULTATION NOTICE

K-RIDE is organizing a Public Consultation at 1100 Hrs on
14.06.2024 in connection with the Environmental & Social
Impact Assessment study conducted for the construction &
operation of Bengaluru Suburban Rail Project. The reports are
available at https://kride.in/sub-urban-rail-project/. Request
for participation from citizens. For any issues/suggestions, you
may write to us at email@kride.in

14.06.2024
1100 Hrs. to 1500 Hrs.

Place: Anugraha Community Hall, | Date

Scan Location
M.G. Railway Colony, Sevashrama,

% Bengaluru-560023.

Time

For details, visit: www.kride.in
Sd/-
General Manager (Civil)

\ KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION
Central Offices: Purchase Department, Shanthinagar,
Bengaluru - 27. Ph: (091)-080-22221321(E-224)
Fax: (091)-080-22223424 e-mail: cosp@ksrtc.org

Website: www.ksrtc.org

TAMILNADU MOTOR VEHICLE MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
VELACHERY, CHENNAI-600 042.

In Tamilnadu Motor Vehicle Maintenance Department e-tenders
areinvited during the month of June—July 2024, for the supply of Tyres
& Batteries for the year 2024 — 2025, coming under the maintenance
purview of this department. The details regarding downloading of
tender documents, last date for submission of e- tender, opening
date of e- tender and the terms and conditions of e - tender may be
viewed in the Government Website https://tntenders.gov.in

Director

(i1 ¥

DIPR/1895/Tender/2024

No: KST/CO/S&P/SSD/465/2024-25 Date: 11.06.2024

Scrap Vehicles and Materials available at Regional
Workshops, Kengeri/Hassan and Divisions of KSRTC will
be sold through e-Auction to be conducted by
M/s.M.S.T.C. (AGovt. of India undertaking).
The e-Auction schedule is as under:-
Scrap Vehiclel e-Auction Start from: 25.06.2024.
Scrap Materials e-Auction Start from: 26.06.2024.
The interested bidders may log onto
www.mstcecommerce.com for further details and
registration. They may also contact M/s. M.S.T.C. Ltd., at
below mentioned address for needful clarification.
Address: M/s. M.S.T.C. Ltd.,
No.19/5, 19/6, 3rd Floor, Kareem Towers,
Cunningham Road, Bengaluru - 560 052.
Contact Phone Nos.: 080-22260054, 22266417,
22287356 Fax No: 080-22256365
KSRTC Contact Phone Nos.: +91 7760990221/224
080-22221321 Extn: 298 Sd/-

DIPR/CP/ 287 IMAA/2024-25 Controller of Stores & Purchases

“e”-Auction Notice

JHARKHAND URBAN .
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY LIMITED

(Govt. of Jharkhand Undertaking)
JUIDCO BHAWAN, KUTCHERY ROAD, RANCHI, JHARKHAND

Ph. No.: +91-651-2225878, e-mail Id-juidcolimited@gmail.com
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752,

e-Procurement Notice , Tender Notice

NIT No: JUIDCO/NIT/Rehla Bishrampur /UWSS/24/605
Date: 10/06/2024
Rehla & Bishrampur Urban Water Supply
Scheme with 5 years of Operation and
Maintenance
e-tendering —http://
jharkhandtenders.gov.in
Rs. 103,73,66,490/- (Rupees One Hundred
Three Crore Seventy Three Lakh Sixty Six
thousand Four Hundred and Ninenty Only)
Tender Fee and Bid Security Tender Document Fee — Rs. 25,000/-
4. (Rupees Twenty-Five thousand only)
Bid Security — Rs. 1,03,73,665/- (Rupees
One crore Three lakh Seventy-Three
thousand Six hundred Sixty-Five only)
11" June 2024 at 15:00 hours

1. Name of the work

2. Mode of Bid Submission

3. Estimated Cost

Date & Time of Publication of
5. Tender on Website
6. |Last Date & Time ofsubmission
of pre-bid queries

20™ June 2024 till 13:00 hours

7. Date & Time of pre-bid 20™ June 2024 at 15:00 hours
meeting
8. Last Date & Time of Bid 03™ July 2024 till 17:00 hours
Submission

9. | Date & Time of Bid Opening 04" July 2024 at 17:00 hours

IRITIUS UTaY hIRUI¥ere fdifdes

Tt srefterT siftrr, g fawr osd, sl waw, TR s srfigR |

TRATY 05947276520 HIRUIRE IATS0S10 HEAT U40109UR2001SGC025867
Email: se_ksp@rediffmail.com Website: www.upcl.org

T Pt ¥ yeila $-ffder ww@m 70202324 Rt
SIS / TS IR STHT ey vt if=r fafdy vd w91 11 /06 / 2024
(12.00 991 ) Td il / 3iersT s—Mfaar @rer o & fafdy vd w5,
11,/06,/2024 (1500 9of 3) o | e HRol & fawaiRa faar wmar 21
ST AT 70 /2023—24 BY AHAE / MFATST MAG ST BT
ifxr fAfY Td |1 20 /06 /2024 (12:00 IS1 ) Td Ml / iferms
et ST o ffY a7 20 /06 /2024 BT HHST: (15,00 FoT &) Y ST B |
$—fAfder & wwafid wRa faaver 99 Wi¥e www.uktenders.gov.in T
Sracifere fea ST AT & | - < TR 3 FhRe 9 Fmad 3 |
faga fdl @ 24x7 sifFarsT qa eg www.upcl.org W S | gefferor Sifrrar

T B (e P e e I R CustomerTolFroeNo.ABUH130405

‘People can resolve dilemma
over Wayanad, Rae Barelt’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi says people of both constituencies will be happy with his decision;

he claims media and government agencies were against the INDIA bloc during recent LS election

The Hindu Bureau
MALAPPURAM

ongress leader Ra-
C hul Gandhi on Wed-

nesday said that the
people of Wayanad and
Rae Bareli would both be
happy about his decision
on retaining any one of the
Lok Sabha seats that he
won in the recent Lok Sab-
ha election.

Addressing his suppor-
ters at Edavanna, near
here, on Wednesday, Mr.
Gandhi said his dilemma
over deciding between
Wayanad and Rae Bareli
could be easily resolved by
the people who are his
God.

“Unlike Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, my God
are the people of India. My
God are the people of
Wayanad. For me it is very
easy; I go and talk to the

Victory ride: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during a roadshow in
Wayanad district of Kerala on Wednesday. ANI

people. What I will commit
to you is that both Waya-
nad and Rae Bareli will be
happy with my decision.”
Coming down heavily
on the Prime Minister, Mr.
Gandhi said the media
which supported Mr. Modi
and senior leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party said
they would get more than

400 seats, but the Prime
Minister barely escaped
losing in his constituency
Varanasi. The recent elec-
tion was not normal as the
entire media had been
against the INDIA bloc.

All government agen-
cies, including the Central
Bureau of Investigation
and Enforcement Directo-

rate, were against the bloc,
he said. Even the Election
Commission designed the
election to soothe the
Prime Minister’s needs.
The election took place in
Varanasi after months of
campaigning, but after all
this effort the Prime Minis-
ter barely escaped in Vara-
nasi, he said.

“The BJP lost at Ayod-
hya in Uttar Pradesh. They
lost because they were at-
tacking the very idea of In-
dia,” he added.

He also said the govern-
ment formed in Delhi was
a crippled one, adding that
the government was bea-
ten so badly by the INDIA
bloc, that it could not walk
straight. The Congress and
the INDIA bloc have also
destroyed the idea of Mr.
Narendra Modi, he added.

(With inputs from
Kalpetta)

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru - 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383 website : www.kiadb.in

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-01/800/2024-25

District (2nd Call).

Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

DIPR/CP/301/Zen/2024-25

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Iltem Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work
mentioned below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement
Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible
Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, state of the art
technology, suitable construction equipments, technical man power & sufficient
past experience for the following works as per the schedule given below:

Name of the work: (1) Formation of Industrial Layout including formation of
road No.C-05 of 32m wide roads of flexible pavement, construction of RCC
side drains, RCC Box culverts, RCC utility ducts, RCC Retaining Wall, drain
crossings, etc., at Sector-5 of Phase-3 of Dharwad Industrial Node at
Dharwad Taluk and District (2nd Call), (2) Supplying, laying, testing and
commissioning of dual water supply pipe line networks for supplying potable
& recycled water and UGD Network with suitable pipe lines, construction of
chambers, etc. at Phase-3 of Dharwad Industrial node at Dharwad Taluk and

The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 26.06.2024 upto 4.30 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the E-Procurement

Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

Date: 12.06.2024

Sd/-

Bid Submission Address Jharkhand Urban Infrastructure
11. Development Company Limited, JUIDCO
Bhawan, Kutchery Chowk, Ranchi, Pin —
834001.
+91 651 2225878/ 9973768183

12. |Helpline No. of e-Procurement
Cell
Note Only e-tenders will be accepted.

Further details are available on the Jharkhand Government e-
procurement website http//: jharkhandtenders. gov.in

Sd/-
Project Director (Technical)
PR 326160 Urban ) -
Development and Housing(24-25)#D JUIDCO Ltd., Ranchi

U.P. RAJKIYA NIRMAN NIGAM LTD.

TENDER NOTICE
On behalf of Managing Director, U.P. Rajkiya Nirman Nigam Ltd.
General Manager (Bareilly Zone) invites online percentage rate bids
intwo bid system for-

Actor Darshan, his associates
taken for spot inspection

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A day after film actor Dar-
shan and his 12 associates
were taken into six-day cus-
tody, the police on Wed-
nesday took the accused to
the Pattanagere shed for
spot inspection. It was
where 33-year-old Renu-
kaswamy was tortured to
death on June 8.

The police recorded
their statement and are
now looking for the wea-
pons used to torture and
kill Renukaswamy.

Amid tight security, ac-
cused no. 2, Darshan, and
accused no. 1, Pavithra
Gowda, were among the 13
accused persons taken for
spot inspection.

They have been booked
under Section 302 (mur-

Darshan

der) and Section 201 (caus-
ing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence, or giving
false information to con-
ceal offence).

Four more suspects
Meanwhile, the police are
on the lookout for four oth-
er suspects in the case who
are said to have provided
logistical support and who
are presently on the run.

Inquiries have revealed
that the accused had ab-
ducted Renukaswamy to
“impress Darshan” and as-
saulted him black and blue.
Later, when Darshan visit-
ed the shed, he too alleged-
ly assaulted him and left
the place. Following this,
the other accused assault-
ed Renukaswamy again, af-
ter which he succumbed, it
is learnt.

According to sources,
the accused later called
Darshan to inform about
Renukaswamy’s death. The
actor allegedly instructed
Nandish, Nikhil, and Kesha-
vamurthy to dispose of the
body and later surrender to
the police. Mr. Darshan re-
portedly told the accused
that he would “take care of
their families” and pay
them 35 lakh.

SHEm

THE WU GROUP.

Your feedback will keep us

cuB

TRUST AND EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1904

CiTy UNION
Credit Recovery and Management Department
Administrative Office : No. 24-B, Gandhi Nagar,
Kumbakonam - 612 001. E-Mail id : crmd@cityunionbank.in,

BANK LIMITED

1-NIT No-1064/NIVIDA/GM/RNN/2024, Date-06-06-2024, e-tender|
Construction of Community Health Cente Badhapur Distt, Bijnor,
Last date of submission of offers upto 2:.00 PM on Dated
04-07-2024, all other details on:- website: www.etender.up.nic.in
and www.uprnn.upsdc.gov.in

Advt. No. - SPMU/02/2024

IR ST BT I AT IR WA & M Ud urgashal & MNSSBY dicd
TR S & folg /e |arerd ufshar (Standard Operating Procedures) @& 31AR

3rEdieRe R g1 i fagmos == SPMU/02/2023, faiie—09.07.2023 &
AR HLRAT [T 37Tae fafed gusl § Heferd Aearud el d 3geli-el & aref

T HWTE H FAUT BT GFAREd o |

IUT B |

I5g RIS YEg $@rs, fIER WS Hise dIs At Hiddlid, ger Rerd

PR YTAfADT Tof HRarg S |

PO | 8TS didl v Email ld-spmubscc@bihar.gov.in o &l ue A1g &

SQiad 9 H&ferd Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), fasima == va fafga
y95 d9drse www.7nishchay-yuvaupmission.bihar.gov.in o= #ifew <g #

fodl 1l g & Rreprad & foly g9 IeTiIBRT, SPMU & GRYTY HXT—9934927243
Td Arsel URIIdRI, [I8R WS BieT FIS ISl & I ARI—8544412150 U4

email id- directorscertbihar@gmail.com t@d Command and Control Room
%I Help Line No.-1800 3454417 W= R1&1ad g1 & |

fe=iforat & gt afe FaiRa ufshar & foe R & gxdey fhar Siar € a1, 9= fafed

IR ARI—HE—ATSel ISTIErhRI

Email Id- spmubscc@bihar.gov.iin| Ph. No.- 0612-2230059

PR. No. 001770 (Education) 2024-25

Iad {a1 state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar R i i 51 wHh 2|
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Cleaner, Sharper and Bolder

Call our toll-free number L& Scan the

18001021878 ' QR code to

Or write to us at i 3 'ng]StCTYOUF

customercare@thehindu.co.in opst 41 feedback
THE:=42®HINDU  thehindubusinessline.
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FN{iT1gA4 TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu.
Ph.: 04324-277001 (10 Lines). E-Mail: purchase.packing@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Ph : 0435-2432322, Fax : 0435-2431746

Tender No. Material Description Due date
242513 TNPL Copier A4-70 GSM & A4-80 GSM 25.06.2024
001474 10 Reams Carton Lid and Tray e

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website and NIC Portal only.
Detailed Terms & conditions are available in the tender document at our
websites : www.tnpl.com/https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR/1864/Tender/2024 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

l‘m TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED
Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu.

Ph.: 04324-277001 (10 Lines). E-Mail: pmd.civil@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

RE-TENDER-CUM-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT 2002

The following property/ies mortgaged to City Union Bank Limited will be sold in Re-Tender-
cum-Public Auction by the Authorised Officer of the Bank, under Rule 8 (6) & 9 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, under the SARFAES| Act, 2002, for recovery of a
sum of Rs.2,55,88,823/- (Rupees Two Crore Fifty Five Lakh Eighty Eight Thousand Eight
Hundred and Twenty Three only) as on 19-04-2024 together with further interest to be
charged from 20-04-2024 onwards and other expenses, any other dues to the Bank by the
borrowers / guarantors No.1) M/s. Mona Metals, Having its Registered Office at 3808, Gali
Barna, Bara Tooti, Sadar Bazar, Near Heera Jewellers, Delhi - 110006. No.2) Mr. Prakash
Daga, S/o. Mr. Harish Chand Daga, at Flat No.C-5, Plot No.11, Bandu Vihar, Sector - 10,
Dwarka, New Delhi - 110075. Also at, Mr. Prakash Daga, S/o. Mr. Harish Chand Daga,
at Flat No. E-3, Plot No.11, Bandu Vihar, Sector - 10, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110075. No.3)
Mrs. Vijay Laxmi Daga, W/o. Prakash Daga, at Flat No.C-5, Plot No.11, Bandu Vihar,
Sector - 10, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110075. Also at, Mrs. Vijay Laxmi Daga, W/o. Prakash
Daga, at FlatNo.E-3, Plot No.11, Bandu Vihar, Sector- 10, Dwarka, New Delhi- 110075.

Note : That our 244 - New Delhi-Rohini Branch has also extended Financial Assistance
(FITL - ADHOC : 501912090016596) dated 01-09-2020 requested by No.1 of you
represented by No.2 of you as Proprietor for which No.3 of you stood as Co-obligant and No. 1
of you stood as Guarantor for the facility for a total amount of Rs.7,58,000/- at a ROl of
12.25%. The same has been also classified as NPA on 22-12-2020 and the outstanding
balance as on 19-04-2024 is Rs.12,30,208/- plus further interest and penal interest of 2.00%
with monthly rests to be charged from 20-04-2024ill the date of realization.

Immovable Property Mortgaged to our Bank
(Property Owned by Mrs. Vijay Laxmi Daga, W/o. Prakash Daga)
All that piece and parcel of Property bearing No.3808, without Roof Rights on Ground Floor,
One Room, Three Stores, One Verandah, Admeasuring 43 Sq.ft. known as Gali Berna,
Sadar Bazar, Delhi and bounded as under : North : Other Property, South : Common Passage,
East : Other’s Property, West : Other’s Property.

Reserve Price : Rs.55,00,000/-
(Rupees Fifty Five Lakh only)

RE-AUCTION DETAILS

Date of Re-Tender-cum-Auction Sale Venue

Tender No. Material Description Due date
242523 Civil works for RCC road over the existing PCC
000726 road from ACC building to ETP and Oxygen plant | 24.06.2024
yard to chipper live deck#1 area at TNPL Unit - 1|

City Union Bank Limited, New Delhi-
Rohini Branch, C-9/115, Sector 8, Rohini,
New Delhi, Delhi -110085.

Telephone No.011-27941336, Cell N0:9350011173.

04-07-2024

Corrigendum if any will be issued in TNPL Website and NIC Portal
only. Detailed Terms & conditions, Tender fee, EMD, etc., are available
in the tender document at our websites : www.tnpl.com /
https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR/1875/Tender/2024

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

TRIPURA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
(Department of Power, Government of Tripura)

PNle-T No.F.6(433)/TREDA/NCES/2023-24/860 Date 11/06/2024

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

On behalf of Tripura Renewable Energy Development Agency (TREDA),
Joint Director, TREDA invites e-tender for the Solarization of existing 2 HP
grid connected Agriculture Pumps (IPS) including 5 (five) years Warranty /
Guarantee and Annual Maintenance Contract including insurance coverage
on turn-key basis in Tripura under PM-KUSUM Scheme (Component C) of
Ministry of New & Renewable Energy, Govt. of India vide DNIe-T No.F.6(433)/
TREDA/NCES/2023-24/859, dated 11/06/2024.

The tender papers may be downloaded from e-procurement portal
http://tripuratenders.gov.in and the deadline for submission of online e-bid
is 03/07/2024 upto 3:00 PM.

(D S DAS)
Joint Director

Terms and Conditions of Re-Tender-cum-Auction Sale :

(1) The intending bidders should be present in person for the auction and participate
personally and give a declaration in writing to the effect that he/she is bidding for himself /
herself. (2) The intending bidders may obtain the Tender Forms from The Manager, City
Union Bank Limited, New Delhi-Rohini Branch, C-9/115, Sector 8, Rohini, New Delhi, Delhi -
110085. (3) The intending bidders should submit their bids only in the Tender Form
prescribed in sealed envelopes addressed to The Authorised Officer, City Union Bank Ltd.,
together with a Pay Order / Demand Draft for an EMD of 10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in
favour of “City Union Bank Ltd.”, on or before 12.00 Noon on the date of Tender-cum-Auction
Sale hereby notified. (4) For inspection of the property and other particulars, the intending
purchaser may contact Telephone No.011-27941336, Cell N0.9350011173. (5) The property/ies
are sold on “As-is-where-is”, “As-is-what-is” and “whatever-there is” basis. (6) The sealed tenders
will be opened in the presence of the intending bidders at 01.00 p.m. on the date of Tender-cum-
Auction Sale hereby notified. Though in general the sale will be by way of closed tenders, the
Authorised Officer may, at his sole discretion, conduct an Open Auction among the interested
bidders who desire to quote a bid higher than the one received in the closed tender process,
and in such an event, the sale shall be conferred on the person making highest bid. The sale,
however, is subject to confirmation of City Union Bank Limited. (7) The successful bidder shall
have to pay 25% (inclusive of EMD paid) of the sale amount immediately on completion of
sale and the balance amount of 75% within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale,
failing which the initial deposit of 25% shall be forfeited. (8) The Sale Certificate will be issued
by the Authorised Officer in favour of the successful purchaser only after receipt of the entire
sale consideration within the time limit stipulated herein. (9) The successful purchaser shall bear
the charges/fees payable for conveyance, such as stamp duty, registration fee etc., as
applicable under law. (10) The successful bidder should pay the statutory dues (lawful house
tax, electricity charges and other dues), TDS, GST if any, due to Government, Government
Undertaking and local bodies. (11) The Authorised Officer shall have all the powers to accept or
reject the bids or postpone or cancel the sale without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Place : Kumbakonam, Date : 11-06-2024 Authorised Officer

Regd. Office : 149, T.S.R. (Big) Street, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur District,
Tamil Nadu - 612 001, CIN - L65110TN1904PLC001287,
Telephone No. 0435-2402322, Fax : 0435-2431746, Website : www.cityunionbank.com
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Vishnu Deo Endeavours
Chhattisgarh Flourishes

Good Governance

ShriishnulDeofSait ™

Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh

- New Path to Development

® FARMERS prospering with 'Krishak Unnati Yojana', Paddy Procurement at Rs
3100 per quintal
Disbursement of Pending bonus of Rs 3716 crores to FARMERS
Over 18 lakh POOR Families now own Pucca houses under PM AWAS YOJNA

Free grains for welfare of the POOR, over 1 crore families receive free ration
for 5 years

Financial assistance of Rs 12,000 annually through 'MAHTARI VANDAN' for
Empowerment of WOMEN

Increase in honorarium to tendupatta collectors to Rs 5500, TRIBALS now
actually reap Green Gold

Age relaxation of 5 years for YOUTH in Government Vacancies

Ensuring a Transparent and Corruption free recruitment process, YOUTH
assured of impartial recruitment process

Effective steps for complete solution of Maoist Terrorism problem-

Niyad Nellanar Campaign: Two-pronged strategy of Development & Effective
Policing

Quick Decisions: Strict Administration- 129 Maoists killed, 488 arrested, 431
surrendered in last 6 months

DEVOTEES benefit from free visit to Ayodhya through 'RAMLALA
DARSHAN YOJNA'

Samvad-40366/11

TIHT AT, TShT SR, Tt fagame IR Herehl 9™

Visit us: f ChhattisgarhCMO X ChhattisgarhCMO ChhattisgarhCMO © ChhattisgarhCMO f DPRChhattisgarh X DPRChhattisgarh &} www.dprcg.gov.in
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High expectations
Naidu must focus on creating jobs while
continuing welfare schemes

ith Telugu Desam Party leader Nara
w Chandrababu Naidu having taken

oath as Andhra Pradesh’s Chief Minis-
ter for a record fourth time, the expectation is
that this will bring to an end the vacillations over
several policy decisions that have plagued the
State and its economy. The grand ceremony saw
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and several Na-
tional Democratic Alliance partners in atten-
dance. As anticipated, top priority has been ac-
corded to Mr. Naidu’s unfinished dream - a
world-class capital at Amaravati, nestled between
two of Andhra’s biggest cities, Guntur and Vijaya-
wada, and on the banks of the Krishna. Mr. Naidu
has already indicated that he would revitalise this
project that was stalled by his predecessor, Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy. It would be imperative, ho-
wever, to enact a law on the capital region to set-
tle the matter, as flip flops over a capital for a
large State such as Andhra Pradesh have been to
the detriment of governance, the economy and
businesses, and a psychological dampener for a
people already reeling from the loss of Hydera-
bad. The Chief Minister must also address envi-
ronmental concerns for the Krishna due to the
impending and rapid urbanisation.

Mr. Naidu is viewed as a pro-corporate urban-
iser, focusing on building cities and largely ne-
glecting agriculture and allied sectors. While he
has been rightly credited for Hyderabad’s emer-
gence as an IT power centre, he must now make
good his promise to Andhra’s farmers to lift them
out of stagnation and poverty. Indeed, compli-
menting the “super six” promises in the manifes-
to of the NDA alliance in the State was an annual
320,000 input cost for the farmer. But Andhra’s
agriculture sector, much like the rest of the coun-
try, requires a systemic approach to increasing
farmers’ incomes, generating sustainable liveli-
hoods, reducing food waste by expanding cold
storage supply chain facilities, and increasing
output efficiency by implementing climate-smart
farming practices. As a futuristic leader, one
would hope Mr. Naidu would take these cues. But
the most pressing concern, of creating jobs,
while continuing the unemployment allowance
and other welfare measures begun by his prede-
cessor, must be his top priority. Only this will in-
spire faith in his government and his governance.

The far-right parties have done
unexpectedly well in EU elections
E ven before votes of the European Parlia-

ment elections were counted, they had

delivered their first shock, with French
President Emmanuel Macron dissolving France’s
National Assembly. The results, which have given
Mr. Macron’s Renaissance party a shocking loss
to the far-right National Rally party in the Euro-
pean Parliament, led him to take the risky gam-
ble of calling for fresh elections, due to be held on
June 30 and July 7. While Mr. Macron hopes to
force the French voter to give his party a majority
in Parliament, it could well deliver him another
loss, damaging his own presidency, which at pre-
sent lasts until 2027. Although the final count (still
provisional and being counted in many of the 27
EU countries) is expected to give the centrist par-
ty coalitions a majority of the 720 seats in the Eu-
ropean Parliament, the results have given far-
right and ultra-nationalist parties a boost in Ger-
many, France and Austria, delivering a jolt to the
ruling parties, while confirming support for Ita-
lian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s far-right
“Brothers of Italy” party. In addition, the Green
parties have also been dealt a blow. As EU Presi-
dent Ursula Von Der Leyen cobbles together a
coalition for another term in office, more than
the vote count, it is the issues that led to the surge
in support for ultra-right parties that will require
study. These include a backlash against immigra-
tion, inflation and economic slowdowns, and a
pushback to environmental reforms that are
compounding losses. In a speech kicking off the
campaign for her European People’s Party — it re-
mains the single-largest in Parliament — she
warned that “European values” were at stake in
these elections. “Our peaceful and united Europe
is being challenged like never before by popu-
lists, by nationalists, by demagogues — whether
from the far right or the far left,” she said, point-
ing to challenges from within Europe and Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine.

For the world, the European vote may change
little in terms of policy direction. Even so, it is im-
portant for New Delhi to look more closely. Con-
cerns over immigration are widespread, and will
require the government to control illegal immi-
grants leaving India’s shores, while negotiating
better terms on mobility agreements to facilitate
more jobs for Indian professionals and workers.
The EU has been India’s third largest trading
partner, and any protectionist shift in posture in
Europe now could derail the sensitive India-EU
Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement nego-
tiations. Divisions within the European Parlia-
ment over conflicts that include Ukraine and Is-
rael will not affect New Delhi directly, but a larger
trend of fragmentation and disunity in the EU
would affect the international order. The EU-In-
dia summit is now expected in early 2025, when
India will seek closer engagement on all these is-
sues. More immediately, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who leaves for Italy’s Apulia on Thurs-
day to attend the G-7 outreach, will meet his
European counterparts and the EU leadership,
where they will take stock not only of the Euro-
pean Parliament elections but also the Indian
elections, that threw up an unexpected result.

CM
K

An earthquake in 2024, as it was in 1977

n a demonstration of the power of the vote,

India’s voters have collectively achieved in

2024 what their parents and grandparents

did in 1977, when Indira Gandhi was
defeated at the polls after a 21-month spell of a
National Emergency.

Much like in 1977, it was not the urban voter or
the educated or the middle-class who brought the
mighty down to earth. It were the rural, the
marginalised and the unemployed who had been
sold illusions for a decade and decided it was
time to say, “No more”.

True, there are regional variations in the
outcome: the triumph of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in new areas (Odisha), consolidation
in old ones (Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh), and an
increase in vote share in a couple of States (Tamil
Nadu and Kerala). The big picture is what
matters, and the story there is of an outcome that
has shattered the myth of invincibility of the Modi
persona. There were regional variations at the
end of the Emergency too — Indira Gandhi was
routed in the north, east and west; the Congress
held its own in the south. The big picture at that
time was a defeat of the Congress.

The WhatsApp University will pour scorn on
such a comparison saying (not argue, for it does
not know how to argue) that unlike Indira Gandhi
in 1977, Narendra Modi remains in office and has
begun a third term as Prime Minister.

Let us just step back and recognise what has
indeed happened.

From rejection then to a wounding now

If the voter in 1977 rejected a constitutionally
imposed authoritarianism, she has, in 2024,
wounded the unconstitutionally imposed
authoritarianism of Narendra Modi. If in 1977,
India’s voters refused to buy Indira Gandhi’s
20-point economic programme, they have now
refused to buy into “Modi’s guarantees”. If in
1977, they refused to be bought over by the
slogan, the “Trains are running on time”, in 2024,
they have refused to mistake the Vande Bharats
for the overcrowded and neglected general
railway trains.

There is only one reason why the electorate
was not able to evict the BJP from office in 2024:
it had to exercise its vote in a battlefield in which
everything was loaded against it; it had to fight a
war machine that was arguably much more
powerful than Indira Gandhi’s in 1977.

During the Emergency, there were arbitrary
arrests of political opponents; the media was
supine, the courts with rare exceptions had

C. Rammanohar
Reddy

is a journalist based
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in 2024

surrendered, the bureaucracy shuddered in fear,
and businesses curried favour with the
government. The very air smelt of fear. The
middle class of course loved that
authoritarianism for the discipline it imposed.
This describes perfectly the atmosphere of
authoritarianism that has enveloped India in
recent years and the support it has enjoyed
among the middle-classes. One can argue until
the cows come home about the finer differences
between the authoritarianism of Indira Gandhi
and that of Narendra Modi, the differences as
they exist point to a greater and more frightening
force in recent years. During the Emergency
there was obedience born out of fear; in the
recent past, all institutions of the Union
Government — constitutional bodies, the courts,
the media, police and the bureaucracy —
embraced the political directions they received.
They all believed they were doing the right thing
in marching to the orders of the Modi
government and its political apparatus.

The electoral setting

In 1977, elections were held even while the
Emergency was formally still in place. Yet, ahead
of the elections, Opposition leaders were released
from jail, the press found its voice when
restrictions were lifted and the Election
Commission of India showed a measure of
independence when it conducted the Lok Sabha
elections after a gap of six years. You could not
call the 1977 elections entirely ‘fair”, but the
Opposition and the voter knew they could make
it a fighting contest.

This has not been so in 2024. It bears repeating
that ahead of the polls, we saw leaders of the
Opposition thrown into jail, vulnerable politicians
threatened and cajoled to switch sides and the
bank accounts of the main Opposition party were
coincidentally initially frozen. The media, with a
few exceptions, continued with its fawning
behaviour, further building up the BJP and
spreading the “Abki Baar 400 Paar” slogan. If the
media questioned anything, it was of the
Opposition; the anchors, who had sold their
souls, sought to build up an image of an
invincible emperor who was to be crowned for
life. And the Election Commission was essentially
silent when the most vicious of campaigns ever
was unleashed by the BJP, targeting the Muslim
community.

Yet, the voter this year, just as close to half a
century ago, recognised that this was no normal
election; that what was at stake was the future of

India. She had to decide if she wanted to vote for
an elected autocracy and a society divided by
hate. She had to decide if she was going to be
bought over by a barrage of false promises and a
mirage of future national glory. She wisely
decided that enough was enough. With the power
of the (index) finger, she decided that it was not
sufficient to deny the BJP its desired
super-majority. It had to be reduced to a
minority. We must recognise and respect the
scale of the political defeat of the BJP in these Lok
Sabha elections. We should not be fooled by
claims of a “historic third term” (yes, but in a
coalition, and not with a BJP majority) or “Modi
3.0” (yes, but again, only the support of coalition
partners). A political party that was crowing
about its invincibility until just a few weeks ago
and planning a “1,000 year legacy” has been
humbled at the polls. The BJP holds on to power
but it has been taught a lesson.

If all constitutional bodies had been honest in
fulfilling their responsibilities and the Executive
had not been allowed to get away with its
hounding of the Opposition, then the outcome in
a truly free and fair election would have been as
complete as in 1977.

The enormity of what the voter achieved
For India’s voters to have the confidence to
complete the job in the next round of elections,
they must first take pride in the enormity of what
they have achieved. That is why we must
acknowledge the extent to which Narendra Modi
and the BJP have been humbled.

Narendra Modi and the BJP will certainly not
give up in spite of being reduced to a minority in
Parliament. They remain in office, they have the
money power, they hold all the levers of power,
and have big business allied with them. They will
not change their mode of functioning, for we
have seen over a decade that it is their second
nature not to respect democracy. But having
tasted defeat they now stand weakened, which is
what one must draw strength from after the most
consequential of elections since 1977. If in 2024
we had ended up with “400 Paar”, we would
have had little hope of rolling back the autocracy
that would have emerged. The voters have
empowered the Opposition to question the
National Democratic Alliance government in
Parliament and on the streets; and they have
signalled to constitutional bodies that they too
have a responsibility to protect India’s
democracy. We could not have asked more of
India’s voters.

Britain’s summer of discontent

much-anticipated general election six

months early, announcing the decision in the
pouring rain. The image of the soaking Prime
Minister captured the sense of gloom that infects
Britain today. The ruling Conservatives appear to
have given up — to the extent that one quarter of
Tory Members of Parliament, including serving
cabinet Ministers, are not standing for
re-election.

Labour, currently polling comfortably ahead,
seems to both know the scale of the challenge it
will face in inheriting a stalled economy, a
creaking social contract and a fractured polity,
and to know that it does not have any real
solutions as yet to these problems. Neither party,
nor any other groups, can offer any optimism.
Instead of looking forward with hope, Britain is
looking back, in anger.

l n the end, Rishi Sunak called the

Self-inflicted despair

Yes, Britain’s economy is anaemic; and the
international security landscape uncertain; and,
yes, a global malaise of hopelessness (evident in
elections from Russia, to India, to South Africa to
the United States) has spread to the United
Kingdom. Even so, the despair in Britain is largely
self-inflicted.

The country is still coming to terms with its
own goal of Brexit — a move that neither solved
the ‘problem’ of growing net migration nor
provided the promised economic bonanza of
numerous trade deals that would unleash its
economy. There is no money to pay for a
properly functioning National Health Service
(NHS) and social care; a competitive and
competent education sector; and also help
mitigate a cost-of-living crisis that is causing
almost three per cent of the population to rely to
some extent on food banks (a statistic that has
almost doubled in five years).

The Conservatives, having governed for 14
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years, has only itself to blame for its current
unpopularity. As the problems mounted, the
party descended into chaos. In this Parliament
alone (elected in 2019), it has been through three
Prime Ministers, four Chancellors of the
Exchequer, four Foreign Secretaries and five
changes of Home Secretary. It is not hoping for
another term.

In 1997, Labour swept the polls after 18 years in
the wilderness with a campaign song that
promised ‘Things can only get better’. This time,
there is no optimism — either in song, or logo, or
campaign promises. ‘Stop the [Tory] chaos’ is
unlikely to inspire much of anything, least of all
hope. In contrast, Labour in 1997 offered change
tinged with optimism. There was aspiration in the
air. Tony Blair prepared the ground for the
election by relentlessly focusing on ‘education,
education, education’.

The problems are domestic

Of course, Britain in the late 1990s was in a
different place — the Cold War was over, the
economy was strong and ‘Cool Britannia’ ruled
the cultural waves. The U.K. was outward looking
and confident. In contrast, Keir Starmer’s Labour
Party is campaigning as the U.K. exits a shallow
recession and is still bitterly divided over Brexit
and immigration. Internationally, tensions with
Russia and differences with China are privileging
discussions on defence, but without any money
to increase defence spending. And the war in
Gaza is fuelling domestic tensions as Britain’s
support for Israel is deepening social rifts amid
accusations and counter accusations of
anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, of hypocrisy
and of disregarding international humanitarian
obligations.

Yet, for all the international angst, the
problems are domestic. People worry about the
economy, an overburdened NHS, and public
services, all of which are affected by migration

and Brexit. On these issues, there is very little to
distinguish Labour from Conservative. Both
parties pledge to ‘protect the NHS’ but cannot
find ways to fix it. The Conservatives insist the
economic outlook is improving though household
bills are yet to reflect this. Labour is wooing
business but cannot reassure families. However, it
is on Brexit that the greatest convergence lies —
and not to Labour’s benefit.

More people now regret Brexit than support it.
Yet, Mr. Starmer, having campaigned (twice) to
remain in the European Union, has now
categorically ruled out any return to a common
market with Europe or free movement of people.
Voting Labour will still return the hardest
Conservative line on Brexit, despite the damage it
is doing to the economy. And Mr. Starmer
chooses this approach not because he cannot see
the opportunity costs of Brexit, but because the
rhetoric on migration has become so toxic that he
will not risk sounding soft on it.

The scandals

It is telling that as the election approaches, there
are two scandals dominating the news: one on
the miscarriage of justice at the Post Office where
hundreds of sub-postmasters were wrongly
convicted of theft despite the Post Office
leadership knowing a new software might be
causing the discrepancy in accounts. The second
concerns infected blood that was given to
thousands of patients even after the NHS and civil
servants knew of the dangers. Both cases span
Labour and Conservative governments. And, in
both cases, there was obfuscation, denial and
dismissal by the state, including politicians and
the civil service.

The new government will face a compensation
bill of over £10 billion for these cases. But more
than that, it will face an electorate that has seen
how governments have played politics with their
lives. On such rocky ground does hope wither.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

For the Finance Ministry
While the article, “India’s
looming financial crisis”, by
Ashoka Mody (Editorial
page, June 12), has
highlighted the rising
burden of debt on
households, it is worrying
that the Chief Economic
Adviser (CEA), V. Anantha
Nageswaran, recently
downplayed the concerns
over rising household debt
and falling net financial
savings, by declaring that
households borrow solely to
finance higher physical
savings. His statement is
not corroborated by facts.
Of particular concern is his,
and, by extension, the

present dispensation’s lack
of seriousness in the matter.
Falling real income levels,
rising inflation, and
joblessness have been
primarily responsible for the
rise in household debt
including unsecured credit
card loans. The folly is being
compounded by the
exceptional boom in the
stock markets, wherein,
lured by the promise of easy
money, unsuspecting
traders are indulging in
Futures and Options by
taking leverage. The
under-regulated fintechs
and fly-by-night NBFCs,
after lending money at
exorbitant rates, resort to

illegal means, including
threats of physical harm, to
get their money back. It is
imperative that the Reserve
Bank of India and the
Finance Ministry work in
tandem to regulate financial
intermediaries and ensure
credit expansion, rather
than meeting consumption
needs, leading to an
increase in the productive
capacities of the economy.
Argha Mallick,

Kolkata

The political exams

The exams of May turned
out to be substantially off
syllabus for the BJP.
Promoted, though sans

honours, it enters the next
semester, with a few lessons
well learnt, hopefully. First,
it discovered that it cannot
bank only on high scoring
subjects and to depend on
solved exam papers of the
past. Second, chemistry
practicals can no longer be
taken lightly as both the
location of the lab, the salts
given for analysis and the
invigilators can be
unpredictable. The BJP
government, version 3.0,
has, however, access to a
few tested handbooks.
‘Essence of Development’
by N. Chandrababu Naidu,
‘Navigation through Narrow
Straits’ by Nitish Kumar,

and, importantly, ‘Value
Internalisation’ by Mohan
Bhagwat. With cut off marks
set to go up substantially in
exams down the line, these
guidebooks should prove to
be useful.

R. Narayanan,

Navi Mumbai

Hold NEET again

The way the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(UG) was conducted this
year leaves much to be
desired. It has courted
controversy. There has to be
substance in the protests by
aspirants across the
country. It would be most
appropriate to have a retest

which is the only way to
quell the dissatisfaction
among a large number of
aspirants, and their parents
or guardians.

Ravi Bhushan,

Kurukshetra, Haryana

Unsafe roads

Incidents of bad driving
appear to be increasing in
the country.

The reliance on cameras
has left serious offences
such as road rage, drunk
driving, and over-speeding
largely unchecked. These
issues require immediate
and proactive action.

Adesh A. Jain,
Bengaluru

M ND-NDE



Thursday, June 13, 2024
DELHI

THE HINDU

Opinion

Tackling the fatty liver disease epidemic

he theme for

International Fatty

Liver Day this year, an

awareness initiative
observed annually in June, is ‘Act
Now, Screen Today’. This theme
resonates more urgently today
than ever before. Liver diseases
were predominantly associated
with excessive alcohol use and this
remains an important cause of
advanced chronic liver disease.
However, in recent years, we are
seeing the emergence of a silently
growing threat to liver health —
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease.
As our understanding of this
condition has evolved, we now
know that fatty liver is closely
linked to metabolic health, cardiac
health, and a risk for developing
cancers. This disorder has now
been appropriately reclassified
and is known as ‘Metabolic
dysfunction-associated steatotic
liver disease’ (MASLD). It has also
resulted in a paradigm shift in how
we approach liver health. The key
is to screen, test, and treat.

Growing burden
The trends in fatty liver disease
prevalence are alarming. MASH
(Metabolic dysfunction-associated
steatohepatitis), a progressive
form that causes liver
inflammation and scarring, is
expected to become the most
common cause of chronic liver
disease and the leading indication
for liver transplantation. The
global prevalence of MASLD is
estimated at 25-30%. In 2022, a
meta-analysis revealed that in
India, among adults, the pooled
prevalence of fatty liver was
38.6%, while among obese
children, it was around 36%.
There is a close link between
fatty liver disease and metabolic
syndrome, including obesity,
diabetes, high blood pressure, and
abnormal cholesterol levels.
Individuals with these conditions
have high MASLD prevalence
rates: 55.5%-59.7% for diabetes,
64.6%-95% for obesity, and 73%
for severe metabolic syndrome.
Consuming excessive
carbohydrates, especially refined
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There is a close
link between
fatty liver
disease and
metabolic
syndrome,
including
obesity,
diabetes, high
blood pressure,
and abnormal
cholesterol
levels

carbs and sugars, worsens these
conditions by causing metabolic
problems. When the body has too
much glucose, it increases insulin
production to help cells absorb
the glucose. However, constantly
eating too many carbs causes
persistently high insulin levels,
leading to insulin resistance,
where cells become less
responsive to insulin.

Insulin resistance disrupts
normal metabolism and promotes
the conversion of excess glucose
into fatty acids, which are then
stored in the liver. The liver cells
fill up with fat, leading to fatty
liver. Over time, this continuous
damage affects the liver’s ability to
function properly, progressing
from simple fatty liver to more
severe conditions like such as
steatohepatitis and cirrhosis,
which are hallmarks of MASLD,
and may require a liver transplant.

Despite this growing burden of
fatty liver disease, it often goes
undetected as there is usually no
warning or symptom in the early
stages. Diagnosis is usually made
at an advanced stage, often when
significant liver damage has
already occurred. The key to early
diagnosis is simple — a
comprehensive health screening
that includes a thorough history,
physical examination, blood tests,
and an ultrasound of the
abdomen. Physical examination
will include height, weight, body
mass index (BMI), abdominal
girth, and waist-to-hip ratio to
assess visceral fat, which is an
important marker of metabolic
health. Blood tests to cover
cardio-metabolic risk factors
include a blood count, sugar
profile, blood lipid profile, liver
function tests, and kidney tests. In
a cohort of 50,000 people
screened at Apollo Hospitals,
amongst the 33% that had fatty
liver, as observed using an
ultrasound of the abdomen, only
one in 3 had elevated liver
enzymes in their blood test. An
ultrasound of the abdomen is an
important test to screen for liver
disease and an important first step
to diagnose fatty liver. It is often

missed or not included in many
health checks, largely because of
the limited availability of
radiologists as well as stringent
regulatory approvals.

Advanced liver tests will include
liver fibrosis assessment to look
for liver scarring, most accurately
done by using newer technologies
such as vibration-controlled
transient elastography. This is a
simple non-invasive tool and it
measures liver stiffness to assess
early stages of liver fibrosis. It can
also be used to regularly monitor
the progression and responses to
treatment. Together, these tools —
ultrasound, comprehensive
metabolic screening, and
elastography — form an integrated
approach to effectively detect and
manage liver diseases at an early
stage.

Personalisation is the key

The selection of screening tests
and the frequency with which
they are performed should be
personalised. This decision should
be based on factors including an
individual’s risk factors such as
family history, lifestyle, and
pre-existing health conditions.
Clinicians should not make
generic assumptions given the
patient’s age or physical markers
alone as we are increasingly
witnessing non-communicable
diseases break traditional
stereotypes and impact very
diverse people, including children.
Moreover, multiple factors affect
liver health, necessitating
integrated strategies that combine
dietary modifications, regular
physical activity, and effective
weight management to mitigate
liver disease risks.

The liver is a ‘silent organ’ that
typically does not exhibit
noticeable signs of damage until it
reaches an advanced stage. It is
important that we are aware of the
impact our lifestyle choices make
in the long run. We need to take
active control of our health, be
aware of what we consume, and
go for frequent screenings because
the groundwork for a happy life

begins with good health.

The rise of the phoenix

As Naidu rebounds with a big bang, he has many challenges ahead in the State

STATE OF PLAY

Satya Nagesh Ayyagary

ara Chandrababu Nai-
N du’s resounding victo-
desh Assembly elections has
confounded political pundits
and a majority of the people,
too. His Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) trounced the ruling YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP), led
by Jagan Mohan Reddy, bag-
ging 135 of the 175 Assembly
seats.

Reddy who stormed to power

in

ing Mr. Naidu staring at what
seemed like a bleak political
future to many. Several com-
mentators had even written
him off. However, it was clear
that the election was not to be
his political epitaph and that
Mr. Naidu could not be dismis-
sed so easily. Rather, it was al-
ways going to be difficult, if
not impossible, for Mr. Naidu

to

that Mr. Reddy had embarked
upon, i.e., giving almost eve-
ryone everything gratis. The
return of Mr. Naidu was going

to

factors, only if the policies and
governance of Mr.
turned out to be blatantly anti-
people and politically suicidal.

ed a particular leadership
style and party structure after
ousting the TDP founder, N.T.
Rama Rao, who is also his fath-
er-in-law, in 1995. This struc-
ture did not allow space for a
second rung of leadership,
which would have enabled the
TDP to plan for a smooth suc-
cession. While this strategy
worked for a while, it even-
tually boomeranged. While
Mr. Naidu tried his best to
groom his son, Nara Lokesh,

as

did not measure up. Instead,

ry in the Andhra Pra-

Five years ago, it was Mr.

a near-similar fashion, leav-

emulate the welfare path

be possible, among other

Reddy

Moreover, Mr. Naidu creat-

his successor, Mr. Lokesh

Andhra
Pradesh

he turned into an albatross
around Mr. Naidu’s neck.

Five years later, the situa-
tion has completely changed
and Mr. Naidu has come back
from near-oblivion politically.
Though Mr. Lokesh has im-
proved since then and is being
credited, among others, for
the party’s recent win, he has
a long way to go. The need for
a strong and competent se-
cond line of leadership in the
TDP to take the party forward
is more pronounced now.

Much of the reason for the
successful return of Mr. Naidu
and the TDP to power is simp-
ly anti-incumbency. While
some of Mr. Reddy’s welfare
schemes such as ‘Amma Vodi’
and ‘Rythu Bharosa’ were
well-intentioned and did be-
nefit a section of the State’s
population, the benefits came
at a huge price. The schemes
were turning out into a bot-
tomless black hole. Add to
this, there was no concurrent
economic development of the
State, which would have subsi-
dised his schemes.
ments were as good as none
and businesses shied away
from the State. That Andhra
Pradesh is in a financial mess
today compared to what it was
like during the previous re-
gime is an understatement.

This also antagonised a
large section of the State’s
population, particularly the
youth who were clamouring
for jobs or simply migrating to
other States in frustration. Mr.
Reddy’s hubris was his electo-
ral nemesis. He also seems to

have forgotten the adage that
‘good economics is bad polit-
ics and bad economics is good
politics’ as he unknowingly fo-
cused only on the second
part.

The only way to come out
of this jinx is to find a smart so-
lution: balance welfare with
development, which is reve-
nue positive. This is easier said
than done, since Mr. Naidu as-
sured people in his campaign
speeches that the current wel-
fare schemes will continue,
may be with a few top ups as
well. So, the big question is:
Where will he get the money
from?

In fact, Mr. Naidu in his se-
cond term as the Chief Minis-
ter of the combined Andhra
Pradesh (1999-2004) did the
opposite: he pushed his
growth and development
agenda which he rolled out in
his first term (1995-1999),
while ignoring welfare and a
large section of the rural and
agriculture-dependent popu-
lation. He only focused on ur-
ban development (read: the
Information Technology and
Information Technology Ena-
bled Services industry). This
strategy eventually led to his
downfall and the emergence
of his friend-turned-rival Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy as the
Chief Minister. Reddy laid out
a full welfare agenda and went
down a path of pure-play wel-
fare politics, which Chief Mi-
nisters of many States copied,
and in some cases emulated.
This made Reddy synony-
mous with ‘welfarism’.

Twenty years later, much
water has flown down the Mu-
si in Hyderabad, and the
Krishna in Amaravati. Hope-
fully, Mr. Naidu is more tem-
pered and wiser now.

Invest-

Satya Nagesh Ayyagary, a senior
Jjournalist, and socio-political and
economic affairs analyst, is former

Editorial Consultant with The Hindu

Lok Sabha has lowest share of Muslim MPs in six decades

Only 10 States/UTs have at least one Muslim MP in the current Lok Sabha

DATA POINT

Nitika Francis
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he 18th Lok Sabha has the
T lowest share of Muslim

MPs in six decades. Des-
pite Muslims forming over 15% of
the country’s population, only
4.4% of MPs (or 24 MPs) are from
the community. Notably, this is a
record low despite the fact that
there is a considerable spike in the
share of Muslim MPs from the Con-
gress, the second-largest party in
the current Lok Sabha.

Slump, rise, and slump

The party with the most members,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
has no representatives from the
Muslim community at present. In
fact, the decline in the share of the
Muslim MPs in the Lok Sabha in
the 1990s coincided with the rise
of the BJP. The party’s total MP tal-
ly crossed the 100th mark for the
first time in the 10th Lok Sabha
(1991-96). Chart 1 shows the share
of Muslim MPs in India from the
3rd to the 18th Lok Sabha.

Before the slump in the 1990s,
the share of Muslims in the Lok
Sabha peaked at 8.3% in the 1980s
— that is in the 7th (1980-84) and
8th (1984-89) Lok Sabhas — when
the Congress was in power. Follow-
ing the slump in the 1990s, the
share of Muslim MPs again in-
creased incrementally and grew
close to 7% in the 14th Lok Sabha
(United Progressive Alliance or
UPA 1: 2004-09), coinciding with
the dip in the BJP’s MP count in the
2000s. In the latest four Lok Sab-
has (UPA 2: 4.8%, National Demo-
cratic Alliance or NDA 1: 4.7%, NDA
2: 5%, and NDA 3: 4.4%), the share
of Muslim MPs declined to 5% or
lower, similar to the proportion re-
corded in the 1990s. Chart 2
shows the share of Muslim MPs in
the BJP and the Congress from the
3rd to the 18th Lok Sabha.

At present, with seven Muslim
MPs, the Congress is on the top of
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the party-wise list. This translates
to 7% of the total Congress MPs.
This is the first time since the 8th
Lok Sabha (1984-89) that the share
of Muslim MPs in the Congress has
crossed the 7% mark. The share of
Muslim MPs in the Congress
peaked at around 7.5% in the 6th,
7th, and 8th Lok Sabhas (1977-89).
Then the share sharply and consis-
tently declined to reach 1.1% in the
17th Lok Sabha (2019-2024) as
shown in Chart 2. It has increased
again in the latest term.

Chart 3 shows the number of
the Muslim MPs in each party in
the current Lok Sabha. While the
Congress has the highest share,
the All India Trinamool Congress
(AITC) with 5 Muslim MPs and the
Samajwadi Party (SP) with 4 Mus-
lim MPs are second and third in
the list of the top five parties with
the highest number of Muslim
MPs. Eleven percent of the SP’s
MPs are Muslim and 17% of the
AITC’s MPs are Muslim. The other
Muslim MPs are from the Indian
Union Muslim League (3), the Jam-
mu and Kashmir National Con-
gress (2), and the All India Majlis-E-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (1). There are
also two independents who are
Muslim.

The story of two States

The record low share in the latest
Lok Sabha was mostly due to steep
declines in the share of Muslim
MPs in Assam and Kerala. In As-
sam, the share declined from 14%
to 7%. In Kerala, it reduced from
19% to 15%. Even in Uttar Pradesh,
despite the INDIA alliance winning
a majority of seats in 2024, the
State recorded a slight decline in
the share of Muslim MPs from 8%
in the previous Lok Sabha to 6% in
2024.

Chart 4 shows the State-wise
proportion of the Muslim MPs over
time. Union Territories with just
one MP were not considered.
States with no record of Muslim
MPs ever have been excluded from
the chart. Only 10 States and UTs
have at least one Muslim MP in the
Lok Sabha in the current term.

Minority

report

The data for the charts were sourced from the Association for Democratic Reforms and Lok Dhaba

Chart 1: The chart shows the share of Muslim MPs (in %) Chart 3: The chart depicts the number of Muslim MPs in each party
in India from the 3rd to the 18th Lok Sabha in the current Lok Sabha
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Chart 4: The chart shows the State-wise proportion (%) of Muslim MPs over time. UTs with just one MP were not considered.

States with no record of Muslim MPs ever have been excluded from the chart
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To identify Muslim MPs, character-based
machine learning models by Rachana and
Sugat Chaturvedi in their 2023 paper “It’s all
in the name: A character-based approach to
infer religion” was implemented
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 13, 1974

Corpn. call to citizens to
sink filter points

Madras, June 13: With a further fall in the level of
the Red Hills lake owing to paucity of rains, the
Madras Corporation authorities have advised the
citizens to sink filter points, whereever possible,
to augment supply and reduce consumption of
water to the barest minimum for purposes other
than drinking.

The Special Officer, Mr. T.V. Antony, told
pressmen to-day that rainfall in the reservoir
areas for the five months from January to May
1974 had averaged only 34.5 millimetres as
against an average of over 100 mm in recent
years of fair rains. The level at the Red Hills on
June 11 stood at 6.07 feet above dead storage
which represented only 40 percent of the water
available at this time last year, when the lake
level was 13 feet over the sill level. Poondi had
been dry for the past three months as compared
to the availability of 11,000 million gallons at this
time last year. Sholavaram had become
practically dry recently.

The Government and Corporation have taken
a number of emergency measures to
supplement and conserve the shrinking water
supply. About 8 million to 10 million gallons of
ground water is being supplied to Red Hills
through ground water pumps. About 2,400 filter
pumps installed by the Corporation are being
put to use by the public and about a million
gallons of water, which was previously being
consumed for washing the mechanical filter
beds at Kilpauk Water Works, is being recycled
and supplied to the City.

In order to supply water to the slum areas of
the City, five tanker lorries were commissioned
this month, in addition to the two already in
service.

Mr. Antony said he would advise all house
owners with compounds to sink a filterpoint to
guard against a situation when further reduction
from the present supply of 35 million gallons a
day would become necessary.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 13, 1924

Craft unions

London, June 13: Four craft unions have ordered
their men to resume on Monday pending the
result of national negotations. thus completely
terminating the strike on underground railways
in London.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

The rise in India’s The number of people Number of years since Increase in nitrous India’s retail inflation
industrial output in killed in a devastating  ULBs were conducted oxide emission in the  in May as prices
the month of April fire in Kuwait in Nagaland last four decades decline marginally

in percentage. India’s industrial

production growth slipped to a

three-month low in April, mainly due
to poor show by the manufacturing sector,
though mining and power segments

performed well, according to National
Statistical Office data. en

Officials said majority of the
41 victims of the fire in a building

housing labourers are Indians,
mostly from Kerala. Kuwait’s health
ministry said the injured were admitted to
several hospitals, with 21 of them sent to

Al-Adan Hospital. ae

years. A total of 669
20 candidates including 238

women, filed their
nominations for the elections to the Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) in Nagaland that will
be held on June 26, according to the State

Election Commission. e

in per cent. Between 1980
40 and 2020, there was a

significant growth in the
emissions of planet-warming nitrous oxide
(N20), with China being the largest emitter,
followed by India and the U.S., according

to a report by Global Carbon Project. pmi

4 75 in per cent. Retail
inflation eased to a
o

one-year low in May as

prices of some kitchen items declined
marginally, as per government data. The
CPI based inflation was 4.83% in April. e
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A far-right swing in European Parliamen

Where did the far-right gain the most ground? What can the gains be attributed to? Did the ‘Green Deal play a part in the polarisation of European society? Has the

EXPLAINER

Diksha Munjal

The story so far:
s 51.1% of nearly 400 million
Europeans voted in marathon
polls held across 27 member
states of the European Union
(EU) from June 6 to 9, the conservative
centre-right bloc of European
Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen managed to retain its status as the
biggest political group in the European
Parliament (EP). However, right-wing and
far-right parties clocked their best
performance in the legislative body’s
history with liberals and Greens being
delivered humbling blows. The result
caused French President Emanuel
Macron to call for snap elections in his
country on June 30, with the move being
seen as a political gamble to stop in its
tracks the rise of the far-right firebrand
Marine Le Pen’s party, with the latter
eying a Presidential term in the 2027
elections.

Which countries led the far-right
gains?

While the far-right wave predicted by exit
polls did not materialise, far-right parties
managed to make significant and historic
gains in key member states — France,
Germany, and Italy. In France, Ms. Le
Pen’s nationalist, anti-immigration
Rassemblement National (RN) became the
biggest party nationally winning 31.5% of
the vote and 30 of France’s 81 seats in the
EP, more than double the vote captured
by Mr. Macron’s centrist Renaissance
party, which finished a distant second.

In Germany, the results directly
brought the ruling coalition’s legitimacy
into question with just 30% of German
voters still supporting it. Chancellor Olaf
Schulz, whose own disapproval ratings
are as high as 70%, however, ruled out
early national elections. The extreme
right Alternative for Deutschland (AfD)
party, despite being marred by a string of
scandals involving espionage and bribery
allegations and facing nationwide
protests, came in second with a record
16% of the vote, winning more seats than
Mr. Schulz’s Social Democrats (SPD), part
of the ruling coalition with the Greens and
the Free Democratic Party, who were also
left behind by the AfD in terms of vote
share numbers. Former Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s centre-right Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) and its sister
party Christian Social Union in Bavaria
(CSU), finished first securing 30% of the
vote.

Italy also saw Prime Minister Georgia
Meloni’s Brothers of Italy Party with
neo-fascist roots consolidating its grip by
capturing a quarter of the vote, while
far-right parties also made gains in
Austria, Hungary, and Spain.

While national political parties contest
elections to the 720-seat EU body every
five years, they join the transnational
political groups of the EP after the polls.
As of 9:00 pm, June 12, provisional results
indicate a fairly strong showing of
centre-right parties across Europe, with
the European People’s Party group,
including the CDU/CSU, emerging as the
leading bloc with 189 seats. While the
Socialists and Democrats (S&D), having
Germany’s SPD among others, managed a
narrow consolidation with 135 seats, the
Renew Europe (RE) group with Mr.
Macron’s Rennaissance, suffered huge
losses finishing at 79 seats compared to
last time’s 102. The pro-climate action
Greens saw their seats reduced to 53
down from 71, becoming the sixth largest
block instead of fourth. The hard and
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balance of power in the European Parliament shifted? How will the results affect EU policy?

Towards the right

Far-right parties clocked their best performance in European Parliament election history
with liberals and Greens being delivered blows. However, right-wing parties hold different
positions on a spectrum of issues and are unlikely to become a collective decisive force

NEW PARLIAMENT 720 seats, as of 9:00 pm, June 12

(L) (S&D) (Greens) (RE)

(EPP) (ECR)  (ID) (NA)

OUTGOING PARLIAMENT 705 seats

POLITICAL GROUPS

@ TheLeft (L)
Far left

@ Socialists & Democrats (S&D)
Centre-left

@ Greens/European Free Alliance (Greens)
Far left

Renew Europe (RE)
Liberal

Source: EU Parliament

@ European People’s Party (EPP)
Centre-right

@ European Conservatives
and Reformists (ECR)
Conservatives, eurosceptics

D Identity and Democracy (ID)
Far-right

Non aligned / Others (NA)
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Rise of the extreme: Members of the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) in Berlin, on June 9. AFP

far-right European Conservatives and
Reformists Group (ECR) and the Identity
and Democracy Group (ID), including Ms.
Meloni and Ms. Le Pen’s parties,
respectively, now collectively hold 131
seats in the chamber, up from 118. The
other far-right lawmakers are in the
non-attached (NI) group including AfD
(which was expelled from the ID in May)
with 15 seats and Hungarian PM Viktor
Orban’s Fidesz with 10 seats.

What can the right’s gains be
attributed to?

In 2019, with youth protests across
Europe calling for climate action, the EP
elections delivered a Green wave, which
shaped Brussels’ five-year agenda and
brought about the ambitious ‘Green Deal’,
laying a roadmap for the EU’s 2040 and
2050 net-zero targets. But that was before
the COVID-19 pandemic; before
pan-continent farmers protests; and the
Russian attack on Ukraine sending energy
prices skyrocketing, leading to the worst

cost-of-living crisis Europe has faced in
years. Besides, the steady rise of
Eurosceptic, populist, and anti-immigrant
parties, some of whom deny climate
change, across Europe also contributed to
this year’s rightward shift.

In Germany, for instance, which sends
96 seats to the EP, national surveys saw
voter priorities shift significantly with
peace, social security, and immigration
issues bagging the top spots and climate
change dropping from first to fourth
place. The far-right AfD capitalised on
voter anxieties related to a spike in
migration numbers in 2023, as migrants
and asylum seekers from war-hit Ukraine,
Africa, and West Asia were at Germany’s
doorsteps. While West Germany saw
anti-extremist protests against the AfD,
East Germany emerged as its natural
voter base where many voters have felt
left behind by the establishment after the
1990 reunification. Another area where
the party seems to have tapped into the
voter discontent was the ruling coalition’s

2023 clean energy law asking
homeowners to replace fossil fuel boilers
with expensive heat pumps, with Afd
promising to stop the transition.

The EU’s climate policy became
another bone of contention for a section
of voters: European farmers, who have
held a record 4,000 different protests so
far this year. The EU’s Common
Agriculture Policy (CAP), which provides
subsidies and protects farmers from
foreign competition, is a decisive voting
issue with large farmer lobby groups. But
farming emissions, which haven’t gone
down since 2005, account for 10% of the
EU’s total emissions with its farm sector
accounting for a quarter of global
pesticide use. Farming only contributes
1.3% to Europe’s GDP.

Protesting farmers have balked at the
policies in the Green Deal which call for
redesigning the EU’s emission-heavy food
systems and carving out land for
biodiversity restoration. Right-wing
parties like RN, have termed such
measures as ‘punitive ecology’.

Has the balance of power in the
European Parliament shifted?

In the outgoing Parliament, Ms. von der
Leyen’s EPP, the Socialists and
Democrats, and Mr. Macron’s Renew Euro
groups often termed the ‘Grand
Coalition’, which together held 417 seats,
managed to make and push amongst
themselves often with support from the
Greens. While the EPP and S&D will still
largely maintain their old numbers,
weakened RE and Greens blocs mean the
European Commission President may
collaborate with the right-wing ECR and
possibly even the ID on issues like
migration, restrictions on climate policy
and defence issues.

However, nationalist right-wing parties
who have made gains this election hold
different positions on a spectrum of issues
and are unlikely to become a strong and
collective decisive force.

The immediate playout of the election
results could be seen in the deals Ms. von
der Leyen strikes with the blocs to get
re-elected as the European Commission
President in a secret ballot vote in July.
While she could gather enough number of
votes from the Grand Coalition, there has
historically been a 10% defection margin,
which means she could be courting the
right’s MPs for votes.

How will the results affect EU policy?
While political analysts don’t anticipate
an immediate drastic shift in EU policy, an
overtime rightward pivot of the EU
agenda, which was already manifesting
before the election, remains of concern.
Centre-right parties in some member
states have been turning to a strategy of
integrating the right’s agenda into their
own to counter the far-right’s popularity.
Ms. von der Leyen had already declared
that she would be open to working with
Italy’s Ms. Meloni in the EP.

The strengthened centre-right, as
reiterated by EPP President Manfred
Weber, is already aiming to overturn the
2035 EU ban on the sale of combustion
engine cars.

Earlier this year, the EU parliament
also voted to remodel its immigration and
asylum policy, which has clauses for
expedited deportations and the
contentious issue of relocation of asylum
seekers. In fact, the European
Commission President last year, along
with Ms. Meloni signed a pact with
Tunisia to receive financial aid for
stopping asylum seekers at its borders
from entering Europe.

The author is a former staff writer with
The Hindu and is interested in geopolitics,
global inequality, and history.

THE GIST

v

While the far-right wave
predicted by exit polls did not
materialise, far-right parties
managed to make significant
and historic gains in key
member states — France,
Germany, and Italy.

v

The EU’s climate policy
became another bone of
contention for a section of
voters: European farmers, who
have held a record 4,000
different protests so far this
year.

v

While political analysts don’t
anticipate an immediate
drastic shift in EU policy, an
overtime rightward pivot of the
EU agenda, which was already
manifesting before the
election, remains of concern.
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Decoding a leak: how Google
Search’s algorithms work

The secret sauce of Google’s algorithm has been as much a black box as that of a large language model or the human mind. Company execs have

protected details around how the Search ranking works, going out of their way to lie about what's important when publishing content

Poulomi Chatterjee

n May 5, Rand Fishkin, the

CEO of marketing research

firm, SparkToro and SEO

expert, received an
anonymous email making the wild claim
of having access to API documents of
Google’s Search algorithm. Given how
secretive Google is about how its Search
mechanism works, Mr. Fishkin was
immediately sceptical of these
extraordinary claims. After exchanging
several emails between them, Mr. Fishkin
spoke to the emailer over video call on
May 24. Four days later, the source
disclosed his identity. Erfan Azimi was the
founder of a digital marketing agency and
a SEO practitioner himself and had plenty
of mutual friends with Mr. Fishkin.

How did the leak happen?

Over the call, Mr. Erfan showed Mr.
Fishkin the documents, running to more
than 2,500 pages of API documentation
and containing 14,014 attributes or API
features. While it isn’t confirmed who
exactly put them up, the document
history showed a “yoshi-code-bot
/elixer-google-api” as the origin which
indicates that Google’s own internal
Content API Warehouse possibly
accidentally published them on the repo.

The code was published on March 27 and
stayed up until May 7 allowing enough
time for the public to pick them up.

Even though the documents didn’t
explicitly share what exactly tickled the
Search algorithm to push a story up in
ranking, they laid bare a list of factors that
Google Search was definitely tracking
which in itself is revelatory. The secret
sauce of Google’s algorithm has been as
much a black box as that of a large
language model or the human mind.
Company execs have protected details
around how the Search ranking works,
going out of their way to lie about what’s
important when publishing content
deceiving marketing professionals and
publishers and content makers much of
whose jobs revolve around “optimising
content on Google Search.”

Mr. Fishkin shared the documents with
another SEO veteran and CEO of a
marketing agency, iPullRank, Mike King
after which both shared their own
analyses of the leak popularising findings
valuable to an industry working in the
dark. A lot of this was debunking what
Google employees had lied about.

What has Google lied about?

In the past, in multiple instances, Google
had explicitly repeated that domain
authority wasn’t considered as a focal

point. But turns out, Google has a feature
called “siteAuthority”, even though
there’s little clarity around how the
metric is calculated.

Also, contrary to their previous
assertions that clicks aren’t used as a way
to calculate ranking, there is solid
evidence now that clicks are very much a
measure. During his testimony at the
Department of Justice (DQJ) antitrust trial
in November last year, Vice President of
Search, Pandu Nayak spoke about the
NavBoost and Glue ranking systems both
of which use click-driven ways to boost,
demote or reinforce a ranking in Search.
Mr. Nayak revealed that Google had been
employing NavBoost since 2005 and
historically used 18 months of click data.
Google reps have also stated earlier that
“dwell time” wasn’t a feature but
Navboost does indeed consider long clicks
which is basically the same thing.

Another major point is that Google
may use Chrome data to determine
rankings — something that they had
denied earlier. Mr. King noted that
Chrome appears in more than one
module — one related to page quality
scores has a site-level measure of views
from Chrome, while another module that
seems to be related to the generation of
sitelinks has a Chrome-related attribute as

well.

There isn’t much known about what
exactly “twiddlers” are but Mr. King
described them as re-ranking functions.
Just how important are they? Former
Googler, Debarghya Das shared on X that
once he had disabled twiddlers without
realising that “all of YouTube search
depended on it.”

Google also stores the author’s name of
the article. “This combined with the
in-depth mapping of entities and
embeddings showcased in these
documents, it’s pretty clear that there is
some comprehensive measurement of
authors,” Mr. King noted.

The leak is reminiscent of what
happened with AOL. Back in 2006, the
web portal’s research section accidentally
released a compressed file containing 20
million keyword searches by more than
6,50,000 users over a three-month
period., in plain sight for everyone to see.

Google’s leak is not as egregious but it
does serve as a lesson for journalists and
SEO professionals to not take the
company’s word a gospel. More than a
day after the leak was covered, Google did
admit that the data was 100% theirs but
“cautioned against making inaccurate
assumptions about Search based on
out-of-context, outdated, or incomplete
information.” But do we believe them

anyway?
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Anne Frank, who described everyday life from her family’s hiding place in an
Amsterdam attic during World War I, was born on June 12, 1929. A quiz on her
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Know your
English

K. Subrahmaniam

“Botanomancy. (Neeraja, Bhubaneswar)”

“The word is from ‘botany. Some try to
get an insight into the future by
unconventional methods. One of them is
to write sentences on leaves and leave
them in the open. Some leaves will be
blown away and some left behind. You
read the sentences written on the leaves
left behind and decide whether you
should do something or not. You decide
your future on the basis of what is written
on the leaves left behind. This method of
deciding your future is called
‘botanomancy.” Only a couple of
dictionaries have recorded this word.”

“In for a penny, in for a pound. (A.
Azeerudin, Agra)”

“This is an ‘exhortation to total
commitment to an undertaking.’ Once
you are involved in something, you must
carry it through, whatever be the
difficulties. Now that you have decided to
do it, do it well and not half-heartedly. In
for a penny, in for a pound.”

“(a) The Present Perfect Tense”

“Let us look at the following sentences:
(a) She worked here for 20 years (b)
She has worked here for 20 years. (a) tells

us that the period of her work has come
to an end. She is no longer working here.
(b) tells us that she started working here
20 years ago, and is still working here. (a)
is in the past tense. It tells us about the
past: She worked here for ten years. (b) is
in the present perfect tense.

The present perfect relates the past
event to the present. The present perfect
tense refers to ‘the past with present
relevance’ or ‘the past involving the
present.” The present perfect is a kind of
present tense which connects the past
with the present. The present perfect
includes the present and some
grammarians refer to it as an ‘inclusive
present.” The present perfect refers to a
state beginning from the past and leading
up to the present time.

(@) The house was vacant for several
years (b) The house has been vacant for
several years. (a) means that the house is
no longer vacant. It was vacant for several
years. (b) means that the house became
vacant several years ago and continues to
be vacant. The present perfect may also
refer to an indefinite past. It may not
specify any specific time in the past. Have
you been to Delhi? means ‘Have you seen
Delhi at least once?’ Have you listened to
his talks? Have you ever listened to the
new Governor? ‘I went to Delhi last week.
Here the emphasis is on the visit to Delhi
at a point of time in the past.

‘T have visited Delhi’ means that the
person concerned visited Delhi in the past
and has still recollections of it. The past
experience continues to be felt in the
present. ‘He has been to Calcutta’ means
that he visited Calcutta some time ago and
has experience of it. ‘He has been to
Calcutta’ means that he has visited
Calcutta but is not there now. ‘He has
gone to Calcutta’ means that he is in
Calcutta now or is on his way to Calcutta.

(a) The train has arrived. (b) The train
arrived on time. ‘The train has arrived’
means that it is still there in the station.
(b) tells you that the train arrived on time.
It may or may not be there in the station.”

Published in The Hindu on April 7, 1992.
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Let’s start simple. What | the confinement, who i - the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist assemble or get together
is the name of the published Anne’s book \ - 4 Republic (RSFSR) on that date in 1990 S .
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book that she is known | later? | E_ i 2. Russia’s lower House of Parliament. Ans: oull together, collect
for, that was published A . brert Duma
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40 Indians among 49
killed in Kuwait fire

Prime Minister Narendra Modi despatched Minis-
ter of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh
to Kuwait to oversee the help being rendered to
the injured and to bring back the mortal remains
of the victims. The Indian embassy in Kuwait has
set up a helpline number (+965-65505246) that
can be reached by phone and WhatsApp. Mr. Mo-
di announced an ex gratia of 32 lakh to each of the
families of the deceased Indian nationals.

Mr. Modi and External Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar expressed shock over the deaths. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi expressed concern over the
living condition of Indians in the Gulf region.

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Adarsh Swaika
visited the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital where 11

workers were admitted.

The Government of Kuwait has not made any
statement officially so far but Interior Minister
Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah has ordered the
police to arrest the owner of the building.

(With PTI inputs)

Naidu is back as A.P.

Chief Minister

Janasena Party president Pawan Kalyan was
among the 24 MLAs from the NDA partners (the
TDP, BJP and the JSP) who took oath as Ministers.

The NDA partners won 164 of the 175 Assembly
seats in the elections, while the YSRCP won 11
seats. While the TDP won 135 Assembly consti-
tuencies, the JSP and the BJP won 21 and eight As-
sembly seats respectively. Mr. Naidu allocated
three berths to the JSP and one to the BJP.

Mr. Naidu adopted a formula to ensure that the
NDA partners get their due share in the Cabinet.
He selected one Minister for every seven seats
won by the alliance partners. As the JSP won 21
seats, it got three berths, while the BJP got one.
The remaining were earmarked for the TDP. The
Chief Minister will allocate the portfolios to his Ca-

binet colleagues soon.

It is widely discussed in the political circles that
Mr. Pawan Kalyan will be made Deputy Chief Mi-
nister with a key portfolio. The actor-turned-polit-
ician had played a key role in the formation of the
alliance between the TDP and BJP.

Kolusu Parthasarathy, who switched loyalties
from the YSRCP to the TDP before the elections,
was taken into the Cabinet. K. Atchannaidu and P.
Narayana, who were in 2014-19 Cabinet, got a
chance in the present Cabinet as well. N. Md Fa-
rooq, a senior leader who had been with the TDP
since its formation and served as a Minister ear-
lier, was the lone minority face in the Cabinet.

The lone Minister from BJP was Satya Kumar
Yadav, who won from Dharmavaram Assembly
constituency. He is a close aide of Mr. Venkaiah
Naidu, and works as BJP national secretary.

Majhi sworn in as
Odisha’s first BJP CM

K.V. Singh Deo, a six-time MLA from the Patnagarh
constituency, and Prabhati Parida, Nimapara
MLA, also took oath of office as Deputy Chief Mi-
nisters in the State’s first BJP government. Sixteen
BJP MLAs were sworn in as Ministers.

The new government has four Ministers from
the tribal community; two of them are from the

Scheduled Castes.

Eight MLAs who were handed over Cabinet and
independent charge are first-time legislators.

The Prime Minister flew down to Bhubaneswar
after attending the swearing-in of N. Chandrababu
Naidu as the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

Shock as Indians die in distant battlefields

Russia confirms two deaths in Ukraine conflict but yet to reveal details of where the bodies are; India has demanded a ‘verified stop’ to any further

recruitment of Indian nationals by Russian Army, says Ministry; the matter has been taken up with Kremlin and Ambassador in New Delhi directly

Vijaita Singh
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ejpal Singh (29),
I one of the two In-
dians recruited by

the Russian Army, who was
recently killed in the ongo-
ing war between Russia
and Ukraine, had last spo-
ken with his family on
March 3, a relative said.

The identity of the other
Indian recruit, also de-
ceased, is yet to be known.
Russian authorities are yet
to hand over the bodies to
the Indian Embassy offi-
cials in Moscow, a govern-
ment source said.

India took a stern view
of the Russian Army’s con-
tinued recruitment of In-
dian nationals for the con-
flict, saying it was not in
“consonance” with the In-
dia-Russia partnership. An-
nouncing the death of the
two nationals, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said the matter had been
taken up both with the
Kremlin in Moscow and
with the Russian Ambassa-
dor in Delhi directly, call-
ing for the “early release

and return” of all Indians
in the Russian Army.

“We have expressly told
Russian officials that no
matter how these Indians
have reached the war front
and under what circum-
stances, they should be re-
turned,” Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra told press-
persons when asked about
the latest deaths, adding
that India was also trying
to halt all illegal recruit-
ment by middlemen in In-
dia, who are taking Indians
to Russia for jobs with the
Russian Army.

In a particularly strong
statement on Wednesday,
the MEA said that India has
also demanded a “verified
stop” to any further re-
cruitment of Indian nation-
als by the Russian Army.
“Such activities would not
be in consonance with our
partnership,” the MEA said
in the statement, indicat-
ing that bilateral ties were
under strain over the conti-
nued deployment of In-
dians at the war front.

‘In search of livelihood’
Tejpal, a resident of Amrit-
sar in Punjab, left India on

At least 30 Indians have contacted the MEA and the Indian Embassy
in Moscow, seeking help to return. A

December 20, 2023. He
first went to Thailand, and
travelled to Russia on a tou-
rist visa from there.

“He joined the Russian
Army and was in regular
touch with us. There was
no problem. He last spoke
with his wife on March 3.
After that, he had been in-
communicado. On June 9,
his uncle received a call
from an acquaintance that
Tejpal is dead,” Harjinder
Singh, Tejpal Singh’s broth-
er-in-law, said.

Tejpal is survived by his
father, wife, and two chil-

dren — a five-year-old son

and a  two-year-old
daughter.
“He told his wife that he

was going for training. We
are yet to get a confirma-
tion about his death from
official channels,” the rela-
tive said.

Tejpal aspired to join
the Indian Army but after
he failed at his attempts, he
decided to go abroad to
make money, another rela-
tive said.

“We are told that he was
killed on March 12 but we
did not hear anything till

June 9 when the call came.
There has been no res-
ponse by the Indian Em-
bassy to our calls and
mails,” the relative said.

At least two other In-
dians are known to have
been killed in the Russia-
Ukraine war zone so far.
Ashvinbhai ~ Mangukiya
(23), a resident of Surat in
Gujarat, and Mohammad
Asfan (31) from Hyderabad,
who were hired as helpers
for the Russian Army but
forced to participate in the
ongoing war, were killed
on January 27 and Febru-
ary 21, respectively. Their
bodies were, however,
brought back to India on
March 16.

Perks and promises

The Hindu reported first on
February 20 that at least
three Indians who were
hired as security helpers
by Russia were forced to
fight alongside that coun-
try’s forces on the Russia-
Ukraine border, and there
are around 100 Indians
who are said to have been
hired in the past year. They
were promised a salary of
1.5 lakh-32 lakh a month,

and the option to choose
Russian citizenship after a
year.

At least 30 Indians have
contacted the MEA and the
Indian Embassy in Mos-
cow, seeking help to
return.

The government source
said, “The Russians have
confirmed the deaths but
they are yet to provide any
information on where the
bodies are. We have been
told that the bodies will be
handed over at Rostov-on-
Don (in southern Russia).”

Mohammad Mustafa,
brother of Sameer Ahmad
from Karnataka, among
the 30 Indians who have
sought help, told The Hin-
du that they were yet to see
any concrete steps taken
by the government.

“My brother is still stuck
at the Ukraine border; he
has been living like a pri-
soner for the past four
months. We are able to
speak with him now and
then. All we are told by the
Embassy officials is that re-
patriation is under pro-
cess. Is India that weak that
the Russians are not paying
heed to us?” he said.

Firing at Moirangpurel in Manipur;
Meitei protesters block Assam Rifles

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With tensions already sim-
mering in Jiribam district
in western Manipur after a
recent spate of violence
there, intermittent firing
was reported further east
on Wednesday, in the Moi-
rangpurel area along the
boundary of Kangpokpi
and Imphal East districts.

As security forces con-
ducted area domination
exercises, some of them
were blocked by civilian
women'’s groups protesting
the presence of the Assam
Rifles, according to videos
of the incident that have
been circulating online.

Some Assam Rifles units
were blocked from carry-
ing out their duty by the
Meitei protesters, a source
said, adding that no inju-
ries or casualties have
been reported as a result of
the Moirangpurel firing.
The gunfire has stopped,
and there was no further
incident throughout the
day.

Avideo grab shows women clashing with security forces at
Moirangpurel on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

This comes in the wake
of last week’s violence in Ji-
ribam district, with many
Meitei people saying that
their homes were burnt
down in villages such as
Lamtai Khunou and Mong-
bum after they were evac-
uated by security forces on
June 6. They asked why the
security forces were re-
moving them from their
homes instead of protect-
ing them from their attack-
ers.

Meitei civil society or-
ganisations alleged that
this has been a pattern
throughout the conflict.
“The Central government’s
strategy of evacuating Mei-
tei villages under the guise
of protection has instead
facilitated the occupation
of these areas by Kuki
groups. This demographic
reshuffling, purportedly
for safety, is a tactical ma-
noeuvre that favours Kuki
aggressors and displaces

Meitei communities,” CO-
COMI, a valley-based or-
ganisation, said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

Throughout the con-
flict, each warring com-
munity has alleged that
certain security forces are
biased towards the other.
While the Kuki-Zo com-
munity maintains that the
Manipur Police is biased
towards the Meitei com-
munity, the Meiteis insist
that certain Central forces
such as the Assam Rifles
are biased towards the Ku-
ki-Zo. Both the Assam Ri-
fles and the Manipur pol-
ice, however, say they have
been working without bias
for the last year to contain
the violence in the State.

On Tuesday, a convoy
carrying Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh’s advance se-
curity team was “am-
bushed” near the K. Sinam
village in Kangpokpi dis-
trict on Jiribam Road, as
they headed to Jiribam
ahead of a visit by the Chief
Minister in the wake of the
recent violence.

IAF flew over 1,750
sorties to help EC in
conducting LS polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
flew over 1,000 hours in
over 1,750 sorties in five of
the seven phases of the
2024 Lok Sabha election.

The IAF played a pivotal
role in extending the reach
of the Election Commis-
sion (EC) into remote cor-
ners of the country and to
places where movement
by road was a security con-
cern, it said in a statement
on Wednesday.

“During the General
Elections-2024, substantial
flying effort has taken
place over the last few
months by the medium lift
helicopters [Mi-17 Var-
iants], light utility helicop-
ters [Chetaks] and the indi-
genously manufactured
Advanced Light Helicop-
ters [ALH] Dhruv,” it said.

“The task was time
bound as polling officers
had to be positioned at
each remote polling sta-

tion within two days prior
to the election date and de-
inducted on the day of
polling.”

This herculean task was
achieved through close
coordination with the EC
and Chief Electoral Officers
of various States through
nodal officers to optimise
utilisation of assets factor-
ing security, weather, road
connectivity, according to
the IAF.

“Helicopter assets of the
Army and the Border Se-
curity Force were also do-
vetailed into the overall
plan towards smooth con-
duct of general
elections-2024.”

The transport and heli-
copter fleets of the IAF un-
dertake various war and
peacetime tasks. In addi-
tion to the peacetime role
of sustaining our troops by
air maintenance and airlift
of combat troops during
exercises, a number of
tasks are undertaken in aid
of civil authority.

Why is PM busy ‘celebrating’
when there are terror strikes
in Jammu & Kashmir: Rahul

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednes-
day slammed the Narendra
Modi government over the
three terror attacks in Jam-
mu and Kashmir (J&K) in
the past three days, with
former party chief Rahul
Gandhi stating that the
country wants to know
why the people behind the
terror attacks were not
apprehended.

“Narendra Modi is busy
responding to congratula-
tory messages and cannot
even hear the cries of the
families of the devotees
who were brutally killed in
Jammu and Kashmir. There
have been three separate
terror incidents in the past
three days in Reasi, Kathua
and Doda in Jammu and
Kashmir but the Prime Mi-
nister is still busy celebrat-
ing,” Mr. Gandhi said in a
post on social media plat-
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form X. “The country is de-
manding answers — why
are those plotting terrorist
attacks not getting caught
under the BJP govern-
ment,” asked the Congress
leader.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera also questioned the
silence of Mr. Modi on the
matter, claiming he has
time to respond to Pakista-
ni leaders, but no time to
condemn the brutal terror
attacks.

“BJP’s loudmouth chest-
thumping and hollow

claims of return of peace

and normalcy in Jammu
and Kashmir have been
thoroughly exposed. The
fact that the BJP did not
even bother to fight elec-
tions in Kashmir Valley is a
testament to the fact that
their ‘Naya Kashmir’ policy
is an abject failure,” Mr.
Khera said in a statement.

He said that in the past
10 years, “loud chest-
thumping” by the Modi go-
vernment had made na-
tional security a “casual-
ty”. While innocents
suffered the consequences
of cowardly terror attacks,
business as usual conti-
nued, he added. “Did the
victims not deserve a word
of sympathy from the self-
proclaimed ‘divine’ Prime
Minister?” Mr.  Khera
asked. He asked if it was
not a fact that the Pir Panjal
Range, Rajouri and Poonch
had become a hotbed of
cross-border terrorism in
the past two years.

Food inflation spikes in
urban India, nears 9%

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India’s consumer price in-
flation eased a tad to a one-
year low of 4.75% in May,
from 4.83% in April, but
food price rise remained
unchanged at 8.7%, with ur-
ban households facing a
sharper 8.83% spike in food
inflation. Retail inflation
stood at 4.31% in May 2023,
with food prices rising less
than 3%.

May was the fourth suc-
cessive month with food in-
flation of over 8.5%, though
it cooled fractionally for ru-
ral consumers from 8.75%
in April to 8.62%. On a
month-on-month basis, the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
was up 0.5% in May, while
the food price index had ri-
sen 0.73% from April’s le-
vels. The sequential rise in
food prices was 0.7% for ru-
ral consumers and 0.9% for
their urban counterparts.

The gap between urban
and rural consumers’ infla-
tion trends was sharp for
the third consecutive

month, with rural house-
holds seeing a 5.3% rise in
prices in May. For urban
consumers, the retail infla-
tion pace was 4.15%, just
fractionally higher than
4.14% in March and 4.11% in
April.

While retail inflation has
now been below 6% since
September 2023, it is still
far from the central bank’s
4% target. The Reserve
Bank of India expects retail
inflation to average 4.5%
this year and has projected
an average of 4.9% for the
April to June quarter. With
April and May inflation
coming in slightly below
that, it is likely that price
rise may resurge to over 5%
this month.

Barring spices, where
the inflation rate cooled to
4.3%, the lowest level in at
least two years, price pres-
sures persisted for most
food items. Vegetable pric-
es rose 27.3% in May, while
the inflation rate accelerat-
ed for cereals (8.7%), eggs
(7.6%), fruits (6.7%) as well
as pulses.

Kuwait fire deaths: Congress
leaders question ‘appalling’
living conditions of workers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Condoling the loss of lives
in a building fire in Kuwait,
the Congress on Wednes-
day urged the Ministry of
External Affairs to provide
all possible assistance to
the Indian victims and
their families.

The party pointed out
that the incident showed
the “appalling” conditions
in which Indian workers
live in West Asia, and said
the government must en-
sure complete safety of citi-
zens, including proper
housing facilities for them.

“Anguished by the terri-
ble tragedy in Kuwait,
where several Indian la-
bourers have lost their
lives and many are said to
be injured. Our heartfelt
condolences to the families
of the victims. Our
thoughts and prayers are
with the injured. We sin-

Party says Indian
govt. must work
with its counterparts
to ensure the safety
of workers

cerely urge the External Af-
fairs Ministry to provide all
possible assistance to the
victims and their families,”
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge said on X.
Expressing shock at the
loss of lives and wishing
speedy recovery to the in-
jured, Rahul Gandhi, in a
post on X, wrote, “The
condition of our workers in
the Middle East is a serious
matter of concern. The Go-
vernment of India, work-
ing alongside its counter-
parts, must prioritise the
safety of our citizens and
ensure dignified living

standards.”
The party’s general se-
cretary Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra said, “I request the
External Affairs Minister to
make proper arrange-
ments for the treatment of
the injured workers and
announce compensation
for the families of those
who have died.”

Congress general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal said, “I
urge the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs to urgently as-
sist those injured in this ac-
cident and ensure
handsome compensation
to all victims and their fa-
milies. This incident is a
stark reminder of the ap-
palling conditions in which
Indian labourers live in the
Middle East. The govern-
ment, in collaboration
with their respective coun-
terparts, must ensure com-
plete safety of our citizens
— including proper hous-
ing facilities, with adeq-
uate safety precautions
and amenities, to ensure
they live a life of dignity.”
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Lok Sabha session from June 24;
new MPs to take oath, elect Speaker

Treasury and Opposition benches will have to contribute to run the House well, says Parliamentary Affairs Minister

Kiren Rijiju; BJP likely to keep the post of the Speaker with itself, while the TDP has said that it has not demanded the post

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he first session of
T the 18th Lok Sabha

will be held from
June 24 to July 3, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju announced on
Wednesday. The Rajya Sab-
ha session will start on
June 27.

President Droupadi
Murmu will address a joint
sitting of the two Houses
on June 27 and is likely to
outline the new govern-
ment’s road map for the
next five years.

Mr. Rijiju appealed to all
political parties to have a
constructive debate during
the session. The MPs-elect
will take oath or make affir-
mation of their member-
ship of the Lok Sabha and
elect the Speaker during

the first three days of the
Lok Sabha session.

“The mandate of the pe-
ople has to be respected.
Those who have been di-
rected by the voters to run
the government, should
run it well and those who
have got the direction to sit
in the Opposition should

Aview of the Parliament hall in New Delhi. The 18th Lok Sabha will have 208 first-time MPs. ANI

play a constructive role.
Both Treasury and Opposi-
tion benches have to con-
tribute to run the Parlia-
ment well,” Mr. Rijiju said,
speaking to presspersons.
The BJP, which is likely
to keep the post of the
Speaker with itself, has not
yet revealed the name of

the candidate. Even as sev-
eral Opposition leaders
have implored the two key
NDA allies to keep the
Speaker’s position for
themselves, the Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) has pu-
blicly clarified that it has
not sought the post.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Aaditya Thackeray exhort-
ed the TDP and the Janata
Dal(U) to ensure that one of
them gets the post, warn-
ing them of a split in their
parties if the Speaker is
from the BJP.

A statistical analysis by
PRS Legislative Research
shows that 280 MPs-elect
are first-timers and of the
216 from the 17th Lok Sab-
ha who were re-elected,
only eight changed their
constituency. In 2019, 43%
of the sitting MPs had re-
turned to the Lok Sabha,
but this time, it was 3%.

In the 17th Lok Sabha,
there were 78 women
members, while this time
there are only 74. Nine MPs
re-elected represented a
different party in the 17th
Lok Sabha and eight repre-
sented a party that split
from their earlier outfit.

Modi should try to solve
pressing issues concerning
Odisha: Jairam Ramesh

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

With the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) establishing its
first independent govern-
ment in Odisha on Wed-
nesday, veteran Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh
urged Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to address
pressing issues concerning
the State.

“As PM Modi is attend-
ing the swearing-in cere-
mony of the new Chief Mi-
nister of Odisha, he must
answer as to why his go-
vernment had steadily re-
duced Odisha’s Central
funding in recent years,”
Mr. Ramesh said in a mes-
sage on X.

Steady decrease

The Congress leader said
that as per Comptroller
and Auditor-General (CAG)
reports, Central transfers
as a percentage of revenue

Jairam Ramesh

receipts had been consis-
tently decreasing from 57%
in 2017-18 to 38% in 2021-
22,

“The Sitalapalli rail wa-
gon factory has been in
cold storage ever since it
was sanctioned by the UPA
(United Progressive Al-
liance) government in
2013. The previous govern-
ment undertook zero work
on this project, and then fi-
nally dropped it in 2018.
The project is yet to take
off,” Mr. Ramesh said.

He also drew attention

to two other projects, the
Gopalpur-Rayagada rail-
way line and the Rairakhol-
Gopalpur railway line, say-
ing the future of these pro-
jects was uncertain.

Unfilled vacancies

Mr. Ramesh alleged that
three railway officials were
held responsible for the
horrific train accident that
claimed 293 lives and left
1,000 injured in Balasore,
but those who helmed the
Railway Ministry were ab-
solved of their role.

“The Railway Ministry
itself admitted that there
were 2.74 lakh vacancies,
including 1.7 lakh vacan-
cies in the safety category.
This has not changed des-
pite a track record of acci-
dents,” he said.

The senior Congress
leader drew attention to
neglect towards the Amar-
da airstrip of Second World
War vintage.

Chouhan

responsible
for farmers’
killing: SKM

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

The Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) on Wednesday
objected to former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s
appointment as Union
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister, alleging
that Mr. Chouhan was res-
ponsible for the death of
six protesting farmers in
police firing in Mandsaur
of Madhya Pradesh in June
2017.

“The decision symbolis-
es arrogance and insensi-
tivity exhibited by the
former regimes of 2014
and 2019 with an absolute
majority to BJP. It has
aroused wrath among the
farmers and the rural peo-
ple across the country,” the
SKM said.

Six farmers were killed
in Mandsaur’s Pipaliya
Mandir area, when the pol-
ice opened fire at a protest.

PM to attend G-7 outreach in Italy; all eyes on
possible interaction with Zelenskyy, Trudeau

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Just four days after being
sworn in for a third term,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will travel to the Apu-
lia region of Italy on Thurs-
day to attend the G-7 out-
reach meet.

Mr. Modi will meet Ita-
lian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra said at a
briefing on Wednesday,
but declined to comment
on specific questions on
which other leaders he
would hold bilateral meet-
ings with.

Apart from leaders of
other G-7 countries — Cana-
da, France, Germany, Ja-
pan, the U.K., and the U.S.
— and the European Union
leadership, Mr. Modi will
be among leaders of 12
countries invited to the
outreach on Friday, includ-
ing Algeria, Argentina, Bra-
zil, Egypt, Kenya, Maurita-
nia, Saudi Arabia, South
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Friendly ties: Narendra Modi meeting Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni in New Delhi in March 2023. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Africa, Tunisia, Turkiye,
and the UAE. All eyes will
be on a possible meeting
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who
is also expected.

The event will give Mr.
Modi the opportunity to
meet a host of leaders to
discuss his plans for his
new term in office, even as
many of the leaders such
as U.S. President Joe Biden
and British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak face elections
in the next few months,
while countries such as Ita-

ly, Germany, and France
witnessed the European
Parliament polls on
Sunday.

This is the 11th time that
India has been invited to
the G-7 outreach, and the
fifth that Mr. Modi will par-
ticipate. He will take part
in a special session for dis-
cussions on artificial intelli-
gence, energy, Africa and
the “Mediterranean”, Mr.
Kwatra said, indicating that
the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and Israel’s war in Gaza
will also be on the agenda.

“India’s regular partici-
pation at the G-7 summit
clearly points to increasing
recognition and contribu-
tion of the efforts India has
been consistently making
in trying to resolve global
challenges, including those
of peace, security, deve-
lopment, and environmen-
tal preservation,” Mr. Kwa-
tra told presspersons.

Peace summit

While most of the G-7 lea-
dership with the exception
of Mr. Biden will travel di-
rectly from Apulia’s Borgo
Egnazia luxury resort to
the Swiss town of Burgen-
stock for a peace confe-
rence on Ukraine, India is
yet to announce the level
of its participation at the
conference.

“India will be participat-
ing at the Peace summit in
Switzerland on the [June]
15th,” Mr. Kwatra said
when asked for a response.
“That consideration is cur-
rently going on in the sys-

tem and as and when we
have a decision on the re-
presentative from India
who would be participat-
ing, we would be happy to
share that with you.”

Any interaction bet-
ween Mr. Modi and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau will be closely
watched, given the tense
ties over Mr. Trudeau’s al-
legation that “Indian go-
vernment agents” were be-
hind the killing of
Khalistani separatist Har-
deep Singh Nijjar in Cana-
da last June.

The Khalistan issue has
sparked a row after a sta-
tue of Mahatma Gandhi,
due to be inaugurated in
the town of Brindisi not far
from the G-7 venue, was
defaced with graffiti hailing
Nijjar. Mr. Kwatra called it
“deplorable”.

While he said that Ita-
lian authorities had “recti-
fied” the situation, he took
aim at Canada for support
to Khalistani activism.

After Lok Sabha poll
win, Trinamool faces
squabbles within

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

After a stellar show in the
Lok Sabha election in
which the party won 29 of
the 42 seats in West Ben-
gal, leaders of the Trina-
mool Congress are target-
ing one another, appearing
out of sync with the party
line.

Satabdi Roy, four-time
Trinamool Lok Sabha
member for Birbhum who
won by a margin of over
1.97 lakh votes, took a dig
at the party’s Birbhum dis-
trict president Anubrata
Mondal, saying it is “possi-
ble to win elections with-
out violence”.

Birbhum has been syn-
onymous with political vio-
lence, and Mr. Mondal,
now in Tihar Jail, has been
accused of targeting the
supporters of Opposition
parties. The Trinamool
leader was arrested in July
2022 by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection
with the cattle smuggling
scam and has been behind
the bars since then.

After his arrest, the Tri-
namool won the panchayat
elections and the Lok Sab-
ha election in the district

CM
K

Satabdi Roy

without much resistance.
The party won the Bolpur
Lok Sabha seat in Birbhum
district by a margin of 3.27
lakh votes this time. The
remarks by the veteran
party MP came despite the
Trinamool leadership
keeping faith in Mr. Mon-
dal and retaining him as
district president even two
years after his arrest.

In Hooghly district, Ba-
lagarh MLA and Dalit wri-
ter Manoranjan Byapari
said he was asked to keep
away from the Lok Sabha
election on the “instruc-
tions” of Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. The award-
winning author said he was
being singled out for rais-
ing questions on the cor-
ruption within Trinamool.
The party won the Hoogh-
ly seat by 76,000 votes.

Akhilesh resigns as MLA
from U.P. Assembly, will
represent Kannauj in LS

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party (SP) pre-
sident and Leader of the
Opposition in the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly Akhi-
lesh Yadav on Wednesday
resigned as the MLA for
Karhal after deciding to
continue as the Lok Sabha
member for the Kannauj
seat, which he won in the
recent election.

His resignation letter
was received by the office
of the Principal Secretary
of the Legislative Assemb-
ly, Pradeep Dubey. Mr. Ya-
dav won the Kannauj Lok
Sabha seat by a margin of
roughly 1.71 lakh votes.

Earlier on Tuesday, he
declared his decision to re-
sign from the Karhal As-
sembly seat.

“I met the workers of
Karhal and Kannauj, and
informed them that since I
have won elections from
two seats, I have to leave
one. So, I will inform you
about leaving the Vidhan
Sabha seat soon,” he told
presspersons.

Similarly, Awadhesh
Prasad, who won the Fia-

Akhilesh Yadav being garlanded at an event after the Lok Sabha
election, at the party office in Saifai, Uttar Pradesh. PTI

zabad Lok Sabha seat (un-
der which falls Ayodhya)
also resigned from the
membership of the As-
sembly. Mr. Prasad was
elected from the Milkipur
Assembly seat in the 2022
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
election.

Key role

The SP will be nominating
a new Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Assembly with
party leaders hinting that
the PDA (Pichda, Dalit, and
Alpsankhyak) will play a
key role in choosing the
next LoP.

“It is certain that the
new Leader of the Opposi-
tion will be from the PDA.
Our PDA signifies back-
wards, Dalits and minori-
ties. The decision will be
taken by our national pre-
sident,” said Sunil Singh
Yadav ‘Sajan’, the SP’s na-
tional spokesperson.

The names doing the
rounds in the political cor-
ridors for the post of LoP
include senior leader Shiv-
pal Singh Yadav, five-time
MLA Ram Achal Rajbhar
and leading Dalit face and
deputy leader in the As-
sembly Inderjit Saroj.

Will Modi visit
Manipur, asks
Uddhav
Thackeray

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday asked if Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
would visit Manipur in
light of recent comments
by Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat regarding the sit-
uation in the northeastern
State.

He also enquired about
the tangible changes on
the ground following the
dilution of Article 370,
which had granted special
status to Jammu and Kash-
mir. “Mohan Bhagwat has
said that Manipur is burn-
ing. He has at least said this
after a year [since the vio-
lence began]. Will the
Prime Minister and Home
Minister not go there?” Mr.
Thackeray asked.

Mr. Thackeray stated
that if Mr. Modi could not
manage these issues, he
did not deserve a third
term as Prime Minister. He
said that Jammu and Kash-
mir was experiencing sig-
nificant turmoil. “Lives are
being lost. Who is accoun-
table for the terror attacks
in J&K,” he asked.

INBRIEF

Jarange-Patil given IV fluids

on Day 5 of hunger strike

Maratha quota activist Manoj Jarange-Patil,
whose indefinite fast over Maratha reservation
reached its fifth day on Wednesday, began taking
intravenous fluids after Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar MP-elect Sandipan Bhumre and a
Maharashtra Minister assured him that the issue
would be resolved. Mr. Jarange-Patil, who started
his latest protest on Saturday in his native
Antarwali Sarati village in Jalna district, warned
that he would stop taking fluids again if the
government did not act immediately. “We have
been protesting for 10 years, and our patience is
wearing thin,” the activist said.

BJP wins 2 wards unopposed

in Nagaland municipal polls

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has continued
the trend of winning elections unopposed in the
northeast. Two months after winning 10
Assembly seats in Arunachal Pradesh, the party
bagged two wards in Nagaland without any
contest ahead of the civic polls on June 26. The
two victorious candidates are Visheli Zhimo and
Kakheka Zhimomi. They won Wards 1 and 9
under the Niuland Town Council. State election
officials said the two BJP candidates were among
the 669 candidates who filed their nomination

papers on June 11.

Assam counters girls’ early

marriage with stipends

The Assam government has announced a fiscal
scheme for girl students in a bid to prevent them
from being married off before they come of age.
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesday said the State Cabinet had approved
the Mukhya Mantri Nijut Moina scheme as an
“admission assistance” to help increase the
enrolment of girls in institutes of higher studies.
According to the scheme, girl students enrolled
in Class 11, the first year of a degree programme,
and the first year of a postgraduate programme
in government-run schools, colleges, and
universities will be provided with a monthly

stipend.

Man assaulted by Trinamool

MLA moves Calcutta HC

Four days after actor-turned-Trinamool
Congress-MLA Soham Chakraborty was caught
on camera assaulting a restaurant owner in
Kolkata’s New Town area, the victim, Anisul
Alam, on Wednesday approached the Calcutta
High Court accusing the police of not taking
action against the legislators. Mr. Alam has
accused Mr. Chakraborty of punching him and
assaulting the restaurant staff after an altercation
over vehicle parking. The restaurateur’s lawyer,
who alleged that Mr. Alam was being threatened,
requested an investigation.
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Nepal seeks India’s help to set

up Jan Aushadhi Kendras

After Mauritius, now Nepal has approached India
to set up Jan Aushadhi Kendras in their country,
which would allow their citizens to benefit from
low cost ‘Made in India’ generic medicines. The
Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana is a Central government scheme
under which quality generic medicines are made
available at affordable prices via dedicated
outlets called Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya
Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJK). India currently
has over 10,000 PMBJKs across the country.

Heatwave grips south Bengal,

school timings to be changed

Southern parts of West Bengal continued to reel
under the ongoing heatwave with high humidity.
In response, the State has asked all government
and government-aided schools in south Bengal to
change their timings so that students do not fall
sick due to the extreme heat during the day.
Primary and middle schools have been issued the
same advisory. The government has said change
in class timings would not affect mid-day meal
services. The India Meteorological Department
on Wednesday said rain may soon offer relief.

Young artists make a splash at JSW Paints Futurescapes
contest held in association with The Hindu Young World

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The national finale of the
JSW Paints Futurescapes
Painting Competition,
2024, held in association
with The Hindu Young
World, concluded with a
valedictory function on

Tuesday.

The national winners in
three categories were
announced.

Winners

The winners of the first
three prizes in that order
are as follows:

Sub-junior  category:
Yash Jain of Class 5, Hill-
woods Academy, Preet Vi-
har, New Delhi; Adithi M.
of Class 5, Vidyodaya Pu-
blic School, Udupi; and As-
mit Mukherjee of Class 3,
Lions Calcutta Greater Vi-
dya Mandir, Kolkata.

Junior category: Abi-
nesh D.T. of Class 8, Mont-
fort School, Guindy, Chen-
nai; Subhodeep Sinha of
Class 8 P.M. Shri Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Cossipore, Kol-
kata; and Ridham of Class
8, Army Public School, Da-
napur Cantonment, Patna.

Senior category: Ka-
vyashree K. of Class 10,

SBOA School and Junior
College, Anna Nagar, Chen-
nai; Alakananda T. of Class
11, RKM Higher Secondary
School, Kannanchery, Koz-
hikode; and Gouri Par-
vathy S. of Class 12, Bha-
van’s Adarsha Vidyalaya,
Kakkanad, Kochi.

“We believe that India
aims to be a great country
in the world going into the
future, and this is possible
if the people who are going
to be building the future do
great things. One of the
best ways to connect with
this future of India is by
giving children an avenue
to express themselves and
bring out their ideas,” said
Sundaresan A.S., Joint Ma-
naging Director and CEO,
JSW Paints Pvt Ltd.

“Children have a very
different take on issues
that affect the country.
Some of these views are in-
novative and inspirational.
We wanted our partici-
pants to have freedom to
express themselves. It is
our fervent hope that one
day some of these ideas
can be made into reality,”
said Anuradha Bose, Se-
nior Vice- President (Mar-
keting) at JSW Paints Pvt
Ltd.
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“At The Hindu, we be-
lieve in educating, engag-
ing and enlightening chil-
dren. Our  constant
endeavour is to give them
the right information, the
right narrative and the
right content,” said Sridhar
Aranala, Vice-President
(Sales & Distribution), The
Hindu Group.

The competition, which
began in February this
year, saw children from
around the country partici-
pate in the preliminary
stage, the regional finale
held in 30 cities, and the
national finale.

)

Topics

From around 1.42 lakh en-
tries from over 1,500
schools in the preliminary
round, around 5,500 stu-
dents made it to the region-
al finale, from which 90
qualified for the national
finale.

The topics for the na-
tional finale were as fol-
lows: sub-junior category
(Classes 3 to 5): “My co-
lourful underwater birth-
day party” and “Beautiful
tourism with Incredible In-
dia”; junior category
(Classes 6 to 8): “Colours of
friendship with my favou-
rite fictional character”
and “Beautiful technology
with Digital India”; senior
Category (classes 9 to 12):
“Colours of passion during
arace to Mars” and “Beau-
tiful future in self-reliant
India”.

Prizes

The first three winners in
each category were award-
ed a prize money of
315,000, 310,000 and
%7,500, respectively, along
with a certificate and a tro-
phy.

Additionally, winners of
seven consolation prizes in
each category were award-
ed 33,000 each. All the na-
tional finalists were award-
ed six months’ free digital
subscription to The Hindu
Group’s exclusive products
for children.

For the full list of win-
ners, visit ywc.thehin-
du.com/results/jswpaints

Winners in all categories
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63 cases of
use of unfair
means, but no
paper leak,
says NTA

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Sixty-three cases of stu-
dents using unfair means
were reported in NEET-UG
out of which 23 have been
debarred for varying pe-
riods, National Testing
Agency officials said on
Wednesday, but reiterated
that there has been no pap-
er leak and the sanctity of
the test has not been com-
promised.

The result of the re-
maining 40 candidates
who were found using un-
fair means have been with-
held, NTA Director-Gener-
al Subodh Kumar Singh
said.

“A committee was con-
stituted to put forward cas-
es of use of unfair means,”
he said.

On its recommendation,
12 candidates were de-
barred for three years,
nine for two years and two
for one year, he said, ad-
ding that the total number
of cases of usage of unfair
means was 63.

SC to hear pleas challenging
results of NEET-UG today

Delhi HC issues notice to NTA to respond to four petitions filed by candidates; Vacation Bench

refuses to stay counselling process; testing agency to file a transfer petition to consolidate all pleas

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T is scheduled to
hear on Thursday

as many as three petitions,
including the one filed by
the founder of edtech firm
‘Physics Wallah’, pertain-
ing to the controversy-rid-
den National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test for ad-
mission to MBBS, BDS and
other medical courses.

The top court’s updated
list of business say a Vaca-
tion Bench comprising Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta will take up
the petitions.

Alakh Pandey, the foun-
der of an edtech firm, has
moved the court against al-
leged arbitrary award of
grace marks by the Nation-
al Testing Agency (NTA) to
over 1,500 candidates.

The top court has also
listed for hearing the two
pleas filed by Abdullah Mo-
hammed Faiz and Jaripiti
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1 Shoots government boats (6)

4 Businesslike cold call in mobile describing insurance basically (8)
10 Wise men fix occult device (5,4)

11 Lives filled with most precious thoughts (5)

12 Soldier with very large umbrella (7)

13 Fresh bit of toast, cereal and syrup (7)
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NEET candldates protestlng at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi,
demanding a re-test, on Wednesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Kartheek separately. Mr.
Pandey has urged the
court to set up an expert
panel under its supervi-
sion to “enquire into the
examination process and
results”.

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued notice
to the NTA to respond to
four petitions filed by
NEET candidates.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tice Neena Bansal Krishna,
following in the footsteps

To solve this puzzle online,
get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn &

of the Supreme Court, re-
fused to stay the counsell-
ing process. It listed the
matter for further hearing
on July 5.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said several pleas
had been filed in seven
High Courts relating to al-
leged irregularities in the
conduct of the test, and
some were pending before
the Supreme Court. He
said the NTA would soon
file a transfer petition in

SCAN TO PLAY
[E]4i[E]
I

14 Poet from University in Asian port city (5)

15 One gulping soft drink down gets pat on the back (8)
18 Friend reaching Ohio on small, tailless horse (8)

20 Enthusiasm of zealots - ugly, repulsive (5)

23 Repeat 1-3 times, finally close (7)

25 An auditor eventually brings up outstanding debts (7)

26 Joint supporter for a killer? (5)

27 Philosopher from Israel happily hugging child (9)
28 Fan of American firm leading a comfortable life? (2,6)
29 Transforms game in the middle, hitting goals (6)

Down

1 Good design ample to arrive at a new strategy (4,4)

2 School argued about uniform, as predicted (7)

3 After cycling fast, one (not surprisingly) eats hungrily (5,4)
5 Playing politics, a king grabs power making a superficial

improvement (8,2,1,3)

6 Innocent KrisKross punching rascal, knocking head off (5)
7 Under pressure, associate leaves competition to crack buggy

code (7)

8 Whips criminal as he steals sandwiches (6)
9 Treatment in case of cancer - alleviate endless pain somehow

(10,4)

16 Enter complex, extremely irregular math function (9)
17 Surrender, say, overwhelmed by spinners who are the

highest-rated (3,5)

19 Avocal European in charge is bitter (7)

21 Plain box with strap (7)

22 Heartily relish eating pine fruit (6)
24 Like Missouri's historical monument (5)

CM
K

the Supreme Court for con-
solidating all the pleas.
“We are filing transfer peti-
tions in the Supreme Court
because there is a likeli-
hood of conflicting views
by different High Courts.
Could your lordship con-
sider waiting for a week or
two? We will file a transfer
petition,” Mr. Mehta said.

‘Inconsistency’ flagged
One of the petitions, filed
through advocate Abiha
Zaidi, specifically chal-
lenged the “inconsistency
between the instructions
given in the question book-
let and the answer key pu-
blished”. “The petitioner
[Mohammed Florez] faced
an issue with the answer
key provided for Question
No. 14 in Test Booklet Code
Q4. This question ambigu-
ously suggested two cor-
rect answers contrary to
the instructions, adversely
impacting the petitioner’s
score,” the plea said.

(With PTI inputs)

SUDOKU

Study ranks India second
in nitrous oxide emissions

acob Kosh
NEW DELHI

India is the world’s second
largest source of nitrous
oxide (N20), a greenhouse
gas that heats up the at-
mosphere far more than
carbon dioxide. Nearly 11%
of such global man-made
emissions in 2020 were
from India, topped only by
China at 16%.

The major source of
these emissions comes
from fertilizer usage, ac-
cording to a global assess-
ment of N20 emissions pu-
blished in the journal
Earth System Science Data
on Wednesday.

In 2022, the concentra-
tion of atmospheric N20
reached about 25% above
the levels seen before the
industrial age. In compari-
son, the concentration of
carbon dioxide was 417
parts per million in 2022.

This means that the cur-
rent level of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere is a
thousand times more than
that of nitrous oxide, mak-
ing carbon dioxide reduc-
tion the bigger priority
among countries trying to
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Monumental change: The Taj Mahal on a clear day after rain
washed away pollution in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. SANDEEP SAXENA

contain climate change.
However, because nitrous
oxide stays longer in the at-
mosphere and is rising ra-
pidly, scientists in recent
years have been warning
that it must also be tackled
with a greater sense of
urgency.

N20 emissions from hu-
man activities have in-
creased by 40% (three mil-
lion metric tonnes of N20
per year) in the past four
decades, with growth rates
between 2020 and 2022
higher than in any pre-
vious period since 1980,
when reliable measure-
ments began.

Agricultural production
using nitrogen fertilizers,

o

such as ammonia, and ani-
mal manure contributed
74% of the total anthropo-
genic N20 emissions in the
last decade. N20 emissions
from human activities, res-
ponsible for 6.4% of the ef-
fective radiative forcing of
greenhouse gases, have ad-

ded about 0.1 degree Celsi-
us to current global
warming.

“This report on the ni-
trous oxide budget is time-
ly and alarming. It is time
India took this wake-up
call seriously and changed
cropping systems and pro-
duction practices,” said
G.V. Ramanjaneyulu, direc-
tor of the Centre of Sustain-
able Agriculture.

Serve guru, attain moksha

Four aspects of our life are pre-programmed based on our
deeds in our previous janma. These are owning land, find-
ing a spouse, health and lastly, a guru. Why is it important
to have a guru and serve him? Being devout and serving
Him with dedication is not enough to attain mukti (free-
dom from rebirth). That ultimate goal is achievable only
through a guru, said P. Swaminathan in a discourse.

Tirukkachi Nambi, the venerated Vaishnavite saint, is a
case in point. As one of the four sons of a merchant, he
spent his share of inheritance in creating a flower garden
at a place that is now known as Poonnamallee. Every day,
he carried the fresh flowers from the nandavanam to the
presiding deity of Varadaraja Perumal temple in Kan-
cheepuram. He also found that the deity appeared to be
sweating and informed the priests, who were not blessed
to share his experience. Perumal informed Nambi that on-
ly he could see him in such a state. Nambi gained permis-
sion to fan the deity daily. The two also fell into the habit
of conversing with each other. The legend of Nambi grew
and an ordinary peasant fell at Nambi’s feet, declared him
as his guru and asked him to find out if God would offer
him mukti in his conversations with Perumal. Without
hesitation, Perumal said the peasant would be at His feet
in Vaikuntam, since he had found a guru.

M ND-NDE
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PLI to attract ¥3-4 lakh crore

investments over 4 years: Icra

The PLI scheme is expected to attract
investments of Z3-4 lakh crore in the next four
years and generate 2 lakh jobs as large projects in
sectors including semiconductor, solar module

and pharmaceutical intermediaries are expected
to take off, said Icra executive vice president and
chief ratings officer K. Ravichandran. He said
going ahead private sector capex is expected to
pick up in oil and gas, metals and mining,
hospitals, healthcare and cement sectors. e

Dr. Reddy’s to market Ingenus
Pharma’s cancer drug in U.S.

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories, through a subsidiary,
has obtained exclusive rights to commercialise in
the U.S. market Delaware LLC Ingenus Pharma’s
cancer drug Cyclophosphamide Injection RTD
(500 mg/2.5mL; 1g/5mL; 2g/10mL). Under the
in-licence agreement, Dr. Reddy’s will pay
Ingenus 50% of the calculated profit share. Sales
of the Ingenus product was $51.8 million for the
12 months ended March 2024, the drugmaker
said citing IQVIA numbers.

Dee Development fixes
IPO price band at X193-203

Dee Development Engineers Ltd., an engineering
company, has announced to open its initial
public offering (IPO) of equity shares for bidding
on Wednesday (June 19), in the price band

0f 193-203 per equity share of face value of 10
each. The IPO comprises fresh offer of up to 3325
crore and offer for sale of up to 45,82,000 equity
shares. Bids can be made for a minimum of 73
equity shares and in multiples of 73 shares
thereafter.

Industrial output growth
dips to 3-month low of 4.97%

Manufacturing growth fell to 3.9% in April, with consumer non-durables’ output contracting yet

again; the IIP declined 76% from March’s levels, indicating a sequential downturn in production

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndustrial output
l growth eased to a
three-month low of
4.97% in April, from an up-
graded 5.4% in March, with
manufacturing  growth
slipping to 3.9%, from
5.8%, electricity genera-
tion accelerating, and pro-
duction of consumer non-
durables contracting for a
third time in six months.
Compared with March,
the Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP) slid 7.6%, sig-
nalling a sequential down-

Manufacturing drags IIP

April industrial output was weighed down by a slowdown in its
largest constituent as manufacturing growth slid to 3.9%

m ||P expanded 5.4% in March, when

manufacturing growth was 5.8%

B Electricity generation rose 10.2%
versus a 1.1% contraction in April
2023 and was almost 7% higher

thanin March

turn in output. Electricity
generation rose 10.2%
compared with a 1.1% con-
traction last April and was

. = Sixofthe23 manufacturing
segments reported contractions

almost 7% higher than in
March as well, likely due to
higher demand triggered
by a heatwave across India.

Within manufacturing,
six of the 23 segments re-
ported contractions, in-
cluding food products
(-12.7%), and leather
(-8.6%). In March, 10 seg-
ments had logged declines.

Consumer non-dura-
bles’ output shrank 2.4%.

Economists at India Rat-
ings and Research said the
divergence in consumer
goods reflected the ongo-
ing consumption patterns,
which were skewed in fa-
vour of households belong-
ing to the upper 50% in in-
come bracket, and termed
it a “worrisome” augury.

Reforms to
boost growth,
stability will
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U.S. Fed holds rates
steady, now foresees
just one cut this year

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

The U.S. Federal Reserve
left its key lending rate un-
changed on Wednesday
and penciled in just one
rate cut this year, down
from the three it had ex-
pected in March.

The Fed voted unani-
mously to maintain the
benchmark rate between
5.25-5.50%, and said in a
statement that “modest”
progress had been made
toward its long-term infla-
tion target of 2%.

The announcement sug-

gests central bank officials
remain wary about cutting
rates too soon, despite
consumer inflation data
published earlier Wednes-
day, which pointed to a
slowdown in the rate of
price increases in May.

Raise inflation view
The annual consumer
price index (CPI) based in-
flation came in at 3.3% last
month, down 0.1 percen-
tage point from April.

Fed officials also raised
their inflation forecasts for
2024 and kept their growth
outlook unchanged.

Loan on life savings
products must: IRDAI

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Insurance regulator IRDAI
has made policy-loan facili-
ty mandatory in all life in-
surance savings products
to enable policyholders to
meet their liquidity needs.

All non-linked savings
products should have the
facility of policy loan based
on eligible surrender va-
lue. The insurer may also
offer such facility under
annuity products with ‘Re-
turn of Purchase Price’ op-
tion based on eligible sur-
render value. No loan,
however, will be permitted
under unit linked insu-

rance products, IRDAI said
issuing a master circular
on life insurance business.
“Partial withdrawal un-
der pension products is
now allowed enabling the
policyholders meet specif-
ic financial needs such as
higher education or mar-
riage of children,” it said.

After assuming charge,
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provide macroeconomic
stability and growth for In-
dia,” she said, pointing to
the country’s “commenda-
ble growth story in recent
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Sundaram Home
Finance unveils
‘emerging business’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

As part of its diversification
plan, Sundaram Home Fi-
nance Ltd. (SHFL) has un-
veiled an ‘emerging busi-
ness’ segment targeted at
the affordable housing
(AH) market.

“To start with, the
emerging business seg-
ment will comprise small
business loans (SBL) and
the newly launched AH fi-
nancing,” MD D. Laksh-
minarayanan said in a
statement.

Going forward, SHFL
will have two business driv-
ers - the prime housing
market focusing on the tra-
ditional housing finance,
and the newly created
emerging business.

D. Lakshminarayanan

SHFL was targeting to
disburse about 3300 crore
in the emerging business
segment this year, he said.

“In the near term, our
plan is to open about 20
branches in the emerging
business segment in Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and And-
hra Pradesh. We plan to
hire about 200 people for
this segment, largely front-
end staff;” the MD said.

Brigade may invest
38,000 cr. in Chennai

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Leading real estate deve-
loper Brigade Group is
planning to invest more
than 8,000 crore in Chen-
nai by 2030 with a view to
making it the second-lar-
gest market for the firm af-
ter Bengaluru, said its MD.

“Our aim is to double
our growth in the city by
expanding all four verticals
of residential, commercial,
retail and hospitality [seg-
ments],” Brigade Enter-
prises Ltd. MD Pavitra
Shankar said.

The realtor unveiled
1,000-crore Brigade Icon
Residences. A beach resort
and luxury hotel are also
on the anvil.

Talking about the Bri-
gade Icon Residences, Ms.
Shankar said it was an ex-

JMD Nirupa Shankar, MD
Pavitra Shankar and ED
Pradyumna Krishnakumar.

quisite  high-end and
mixed use development
project on five acres of
prime property of the TVS
group on Anna Salai.

JMD Nirupa Shankar
said the group had a pipe-
line of more than 15 million
sq.ft. In FY25, Brigade
plans to unveil more than 3
mn sq.ft. of residential and
1 mn sq. ft. of commercial
projects in Chennai.

April-May
steel imports
hit 5-year high
on demand

Reuters
NEW DELHI

India’s finished steel im-
ports touched a five-year
high in the first two
months of the fiscal year
that began in April, with
the country continuing to
be a net importer, accord-
ing to provisional govern-
ment data seen by Reuters.

Steel demand has been
buoyant in India with ro-
bust demand from con-
struction and auto sectors.

India imported 1.1 mil-
lion metric tonne of fin-
ished steel between April
and May, up 19.8% from a
year earlier, the data
showed.

CM
K

ACT Fibernet adds cities in

A.P., NCR; home broadband
ogrowth outpaces telecom

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Home internet provider
ACT Fibernet announced
that it was expanding ser-
vice to more towns and
neighbouring districts of
existing markets.

In Andhra Pradesh, the
Class-A internet service
provider (ISP) said it has
launched services in Ma-
chilipatnam (expanding

from Guntur), Bhimava-
ram and Tadepalligudem.
ACT also expanded to
Ghaziabad, its first market
in the National Capital Re-
gion outside Delhi. In Ta-

mil Nadu, ACT expanded
to Kanchipuram, adding to
Chennai, Coimbatore and
Madurai.

This brings the firm’s ov-
erall presence to 30 cities
and towns.

While 5G coverage has

expanded exponentially
nationwide following an
aggressive push by Bharti
Airtel and Reliance Jio,
home broadband provid-
ers continue to expand on-
ly gradually.

Data by the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of In-
dia show that as of March,
there were four crore
wired internet subscribers
in India, compared with
88.3 crore mobile internet
users.

However, at 1.5%
month-on-month growth,
wireline subscriptions are
outpacing a saturated wire-
less market.

@ TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS : TIRUPATI |

Office of the Chief Engineer TENDER NOTICE

Adv.No.02/D3/CE/TTD/2024-25 & NIT No.31 to 33/SE-1/TTD/2024-25 Dt:11/06/2024
Name of Works: 1) Providing galleries at North West Corner of Mada Streets in open space at
Tirumala, Amount Rs.525 Lakhs,Time for completion 12 months (2) Construction of
Yagasala for Sri Srinivasa Divyanugraha Homam at Alipiri, Amount Rs.550 Lakhs, Time for
completion 12 months. (3) Improvements to Employees quarters old C & D type and New C &
Dtype (Balance quarters - 184 Nos.) at Tirumala, Amount Rs.1400 Lakhs, Time for completion
18 months. NOTE: Forfull details log on to the Website https:/ /www.tirumala.org.

TTD-40021(31)/1/2024-PRO SEC (Adv.No.22), Date:12-06-2024 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(Office : Chief Engineer/ P&M, PSPCL,Ludhiana.)

CIN:U40109PB2010SGC033813 Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No.96461-61158)

Tender Enquiry No. 11/CE/P&M/2024-25

| KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice

Tender No : 1-3/2024-25/PHC/KNR, KIIFB - Kannur District - Thalassery - Kuthuparamba,
Peravoor, Muzhakkunnu, Ayyankunnu - Construction of Reservoirs, Treatment Plant,
Intake Well, Sump, OHSR, Gravity Main, Pumping Main, Distribution System, providing
FHTCs, Pumpsets, Transformer, and Road Reformation Work, EMD : Rs. 500000/- Each,
Tender fee : Rs. 19518/- Each, Last Date for submitting Tender : 08-07-2024
03:00:pm, Phone : 04972705902.
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer

PH Circle, Kannur

KWA-JB-GL-6-44-2024-25

CE/P&M, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites e-tender for Design, Manufacture, testing,
supply & Delivery of 1591 nos. 11KV Vacuum Interrupters (Max voltage-12KV,
Normal amperes 2000A, Min. rupturing capacity-25KA) of various types
suitable for various types of 11KV Vacuum Circuit Breakers installed at various
Sub-Stations in PSPCL. For detailed NIT & Tender specifications please referto
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 08.06.2024 (11:00 hrs) onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C -282/24 76155/12/2908/2023/34408

Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd.
(Office: Chief Engineer/ P&M, PSPCL, Ludhiana.)

'f? CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813 Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-61158)

Tender Enquiry no. 10/CE/P&M/2024-25

CE/P&M, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites e-Tender for Manufacturing,

Testing, Supply & Delivery of 1617 no. Discharge/Earthing Rods for

66 KV Voltage level as per PSPCL Specifications. For detailed NIT &

Tender specifications please refer to https:/eproc.punjab.gov.in from

08.06.2024 (11:00 hrs) onwards.

Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C 283/24

76155/12/2909/2023/34409

FET TRy T
Lo AR b T o T PR Eﬁl’ﬂ s
aiE TS

ﬁhwﬁmuwmﬂ{-ﬂ[n B mafen o vk 1 abed el o e o a0
00w A hittpu fwrwer eproe, rajasthan.gov. in 2 Sl o Sem o e & e @R

18082024 T 0P 1L00 W o oL v, gt o, I, o A vtk ) f-ae R 6,07 200
1,00 W e i el s e e e ) 3 Az = 7 =t

-t o8 menfhecds e St 0,07, 2004 o W 01,00 5. T2 2 I caere

e (ot o 2 o A e e e P s e 270 2000 o i ke
o i o e ey e el ooy e, (R e et e S oo o s A e F U e
wE A e, Py op St v A e e o v W O R e ) e e e 2 B
ozt o 3 8 o o e B (RTPP Rube 42 (63 B feme i ke ot o6 07 sooo A4 we i
W i T & v B Ty o ot ol ofem dr g &) e ook gom &) feee oooee = el e
27 0 2002 MY Merm RIS R it o e e i

R e ety e, el o e wed oo v em Taemmy mh Seende bt wew weproe
rajasthan.gov.in e Remia demds hpsiwww.police.rajnsthan gov.in 2w TR e %
7R AR TP Procurement BER Mittp/sppporainic.in) W 350 = mwy
LiBMN- 1 Portahut (4-5 Personi- POL247SGLOBOONE. 2. Portahul (25-30 Persont- POL242SG LOBEO000G
A Purtahat (98 Person - POL242SGLOBOO00A, 4. Tyre Browker- POL246250 L OBOO00S

Mail I~ sp.catore prwie rajpolice govan, Tel, Nos 0 - 2744280

W 08 08,2034

IIEF HAT 4003 2024

: PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
iy

Regd. Office: PSEB H.O Building, The Mall, Patiala
Corporate Identification Number (CIN):U40109PB2010SGC033813
Contact No. 96461-18773

Tender Enquiry No. QQ-1329/PO/C&S dt 11.06.24

Chief Purchase Officer / MM, Central Purchase Organization, PSPCL, 2nd floor,
Multistorey Building, The Mall, Patiala, invites e-Tender for procurement of 3Cx150
sq. mm-500KM HT XLPE insulated, PVC sheathed, Stranded Aluminum Conductor,
Screened, armoured cable, ISI marked as per tender specification no. QQ-1329/
PO/C&S dated 11.06.2024. For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 11.06.2024 (5:00 PM) onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C -294/24 76155/12/2921/2023/34421

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(Regd. Office PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)

Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Web site: www.pspcl.in (Contact Number 9646118754)

Tender Enquiry No. 319/HPs/ED-II/ASHP- 139 Dated:07.06.2024

Dy. CE/ Hydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala Invites
E-Tender for Procurement of 1 No. 6000 LPH Transformer Oil Filtration Set for
4x150MW Ranjit Sagar Dam, Power House, Shahpurkandi and 2 No. 3000 Later. /
Hr. Capacity Transformer Oil Filtration sets for ASHP Hydel Projects Shri Anandpur
Sahib (one for each Power House i.e., Gangwal & Nakkian).

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 14.06.2024 onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and Addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C 296/24

76155/12/2924/2023/34478

PUNJAB STATE GRAINS PROCUREMENT
COROPORATION LIMITED (PUNGRAIN)

Anaaj Bhawan, Sector 39 C, Chandigarh

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

PUNGRAIN, invites online tenders through GeM Portal (Bid Number
GEM/2024/B/5037479) for the purchase of 10760 Heavy Duty Cross
Laminated Thermoplastic Fumigation Covers (CLTF Covers) for storage
of wheat during RMS 2024-25 on behalf of all State Procuring Agencies
(Pungrain, PSWC, Punsup and Markfed) in the State of Punjab under
two Bid system ‘Technical Bid’ and ‘Financial Bid'.

The bid/tender documents (MTF) & other details will be available
on the GeM Portal, i.e., https://gem.gov.in from 11.06.2024 to
21.06.2024. MTF will also be available on Department's website i.e.
http://foodsuppb.gov.in. Bids completed in the manner prescribed in
MTF should be uploaded upto 6:00 PM on 21.06.2024. Pre-bid meeting
will be held on 13.06.2024 at 3:00 PM in the Committee Room, Pungrain
Head Office, Anaaj Bhawan, Sector 39 C, Chandigarh.

PUNGRAIN reserves the right to scrap tender at any stage without
assigning any reason and PUNGRAIN will not be liable for any costs
and consequences incurred by the intending bidders.

Any corrigendum / addendum will be uploaded on GeM portal and
http://foodsuppb.gov.in.

NA/12/23358/2023/34479

Managing Director, Pungrain

AT IRLLF] The Chief General Manager,
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP Operations, BESCOM

BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal)

Bangalore Electricity Supply Company Limited invites
tender vide Enquiry No.. BESCOM/BC-53/CGM(OP)/
DGM(EV)/2024-25/ENQ-01 Dated: 01.06.2024 through
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal platform from eligible
bidders for “Setting up Battery Swapping Stations for
2W & 3W at 20 BESCOM owned locations in Bengaluru
Urban & Rural district under PPP Model”.
Issue of Bid Documents: From 19.06.2024 @ 11:00 Hrs
Onwards. Last Date for Bid Submission: Up to 06.07.2024
@17:00 Hrs. Opening of Bid Documents: On 08.07.2024 @
17:00 Hrs Onwards. Last Date for submission of Queries
through KPP Portal: 21.06.2024 up to 17:00 Hrs. Pre Bid
Meeting: 24.06.2024 @ 11:00 Hrs. Video Conference Link:
https://meet.google.com/fra-yxuc-rjp
The tenders can be obtained through KPP Portal from the
tendering website. Aspiring bidders need to register on KPP
portal. Further, bidders can take assistance with e-procurement
helpdesk at +91 80 46010000, +91 80 68948777.

Sd/-
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BEIJING
Former Navy captain who entered

DUBAI
Merchant ship hit in Red Sea off

Taiwan acted on his own: China

-
AFP

S = - .}

A

Aformer Navy captain arrested in Taiwan for illegal entry was acting
on his own accord and would be punished if returned to China,
Beijing said on Wednesday. Taiwan’s coast guard picked up the man
on Sunday after his vessel collided with other boats on the Tamsui
river, which flows from the self-ruled island’s capital Taipei. AFP

Yemen, says security firm Ambrey

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan increases Defence Budget

BRUSSELS
EU threatens to increase tariffs

by nearly 15% for the year 2024-25

on Chinese electric car imports

REUTERS

A merchant ship issued a distress call after being struck in the Red
Sea off Yemen, a security firm said on Wednesday, in what appeared
to be the latest attack by Iran-backed Houthi rebels. The ship was
hit about 68 nautical miles southwest of the rebel-held port city of
Hodeida, maritime security firm Ambrey said. AFP

LRI RACRURE UL L
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AP

Pakistan Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb on Wednesday
announced a nearly 15% hike in defence spending and allocated Rs.
2,122 billion in the 2024-25 Budget, marking a significant increase
from last year amidst strenuous efforts to secure a fresh loan from
the IMF to meet the cash-strapped nation’s external liabilities. PTI

REUTERS

The European Union threatened on Wednesday to hike tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles, escalating a trade dispute over Beijing's
subsidies for the exports that Brussels worries is hurting domestic
automakers. The European Commission’s new tariffs would amount
to additional duties of as much as 38%, up from the current 10%. AP

U.S. hopes to
close gaps in
Israel-Hamas
truce talks

Agence France-Presse
DOHA

U.S. Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken vowed on
Wednesday to keep press-
ing to seal a Gaza ceasefire
deal, saying that not all Ha-
mas demands were accep-
table but voicing hope that
gaps could be closed.
Consulting with key me-
diator Qatar, Mr. Blinken
said Hamas could have gi-
ven a “clear and simple
yes” but voiced guarded
hope for moving forward.
Of the demands of Ha-
mas, Mr. Blinken said
“some of the changes are
workable, some are not”.
“We are determined to
try to bridge the gaps. And
I believe those gaps are
bridgeable,” he said.

Hezbollah fires rockets at Israel to
avenge senior commander’s killing

About 160 projectiles were fired from southern Lebanon, making it one of the largest attacks since the fighting began;

Hezbollah said it fired missiles and rockets at two military bases in retaliation for the killing of Taleb Sami Abdullah

Associated Press
BEIRUT

ebanon’s Hezbollah
L fired a massive bar-

rage of rockets into
northern Israel on Wed-
nesday to avenge the kill-
ing of a top commander,
further escalating regional
tensions as the fate of an
internationally-backed
plan for a ceasefire in Gaza
hung in the balance.

The retaliatory attack
came as U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken was
in the region to push a cea-
sefire proposal with global
support that has not been
fully embraced by Israel or
Hamas. The militant group

Scorched earth: An Israeli firefighter walks near smoke and fire
following Hezbollah’s strikes in Israel on Wednesday. REUTERS

submitted its first official
response late on Tuesday,
requesting “amendments”
to the deal.
Hezbollah,

an Iran-

backed ally of Hamas, has
traded fire with Israel near-
ly every day since the 8-
month-long Israel-Hamas
war began and says it will

only stop if there is a truce
in Gaza. That has raised
fears of an even more de-
vastating regional
conflagration.

Air raid sirens sounded
across northern Israel, and
about 160 projectiles were
fired from southern Leba-
non, making it one of the
largest attacks since the
fighting began. There were
no immediate reports of
casualties as some were in-
tercepted while others ig-
nited brush fires.

Hezbollah said it fired
missiles and rockets at two
military bases in retaliation
for the killing of Taleb Sami
Abdullah, 55. Known with-
in Hezbollah as Hajj Abu

Taleb, he is the most senior
commander killed late on
Tuesday since the fighting
began eight months ago.

Israeli strikes

Israeli airstrikes on Leba-
non have killed over 400
people, most of them Hez-
bollah members, but the
dead also include more
than 70 civilians and non-
combatants. On the Israeli
side, 15 soldiers and 10 civi-
lians have been killed since
the war in Gaza began.

Mr. Blinken, who is on
his eighth visit to the re-
gion since the start of the
war, headed to Qatar on
Wednesday to follow up on
the negotiations.

Russia keeps up its

Associated Press
KYIV

Russian forces fired mis-
siles and drones at the Kyiv
region and five other areas
of Ukraine in a nighttime
attack, officials said on

Wednesday, ahead of sev-
eral days of intense diplo-
matic activity around the
war.

Ukraine’s air force said it
shot down more than two
dozen air targets, including
cruise missiles, a Kinzhal

Ukraine attack despite diplomacy buzz

ballistic  missile  and
Shahed drones. Several pe-
ople were injured.

How best to support Uk-
raine’s efforts to stop Rus-
sia’s invasion will be a cen-
tral issue in international
meetings in coming days.

Leaders of the Group of
Seven rich democracies,
including U.S. President
Joe Biden, are due to gath-
er on Thursday in Italy for
their annual summit to dis-
cuss how to squeeze more
money for Ukraine from

Russian assets frozen in
their countries.

Also on Thursday, de-
fence chiefs from the U.S.,
Europe and other nations
hold their monthly meet-
ing on Ukraine’s security
needs. U.S. Defence Secre-

tary Lloyd Austin is to host
the event in Brussels.

Next weekend, repre-
sentatives of nearly 90
countries and organisa-
tions, half from Europe,
are to attend a Swiss-host-
ed Ukraine peace summit.

Macron calls for
moderates’ unity to
beat far right in polls

Associated Press
PARIS

French President Emma-
nuel Macron on Wednes-
day urged moderate politi-
cians from the left and the
right to regroup to defeat
the far right in the upcom-
ing national legislative
elections he had called for
after his party’s crushing
defeat in the European
parliamentary vote.

A sombre-looking Mr.
Macron addressed French
voters for the first time
since his stunning decision
on Sunday to dissolve the
National Assembly, Franc-
e’s lower House of parlia-
ment. His move triggered
an early legislative election
that will take place in two
rounds on June 30 and July
7, three weeks after the far-
right National Rally party
of Marine Le Pen tri-
umphed at the election for
the European Union
Parliament.

During a press confe-
rence on Wednesday, Mr.
Macron said he decided on
the risky move because he
could not ignore the new
political reality after his
pro-European party was
handed a chastening de-
feat and garnered less than

Emmanuel Macron

half the support of the Na-
tional Rally with its star
leader, Jordan Bardella.

Unlike in his recent na-
tional addresses, the
French President stuck to
his country’s internal is-
sues favoured by the surg-
ing right, including curb-
ing immigration, fighting
crime and Islamic separa-
tism in France.

Mr. Macron, who has
three years left of his se-
cond presidential term,
hopes voters will band to-
gether to contain the far
right in national elections
in a way they did not in Eu-
ropean ones. He called on
“men and women of good-
will who were able to say
‘no’ to extremes to join to-
gether to be able to build a
joint project” for the coun-

try.

Bangladeshi Nobel
Prize winner Yunus
indicted in graft case

Reuters
DHAKA

Nobel laureate Muham-
mad Yunus and 13 others
were indicted by a Bangla-
desh court on Wednesday
on charges of embezzle-
ment of 252.2 million taka
($2 million) from the work-
ers’ welfare fund of his te-
lecoms company.

Mr. Yunus, 83, and his
Grameen Bank won the
2006 Nobel Peace prize for
work to lift millions out of
poverty by granting tiny
loans of under $100 to the
rural poor of Bangladesh,
pioneering a global move-
ment now known as
microcredit.

The prosecution accus-
es Mr. Yunus and the oth-
ers of embezzling 252.2
million taka from the wel-
fare fund of Grameen Tele-
com, which owns a 34.2%
stake in Grameenphone,
the country’s largest mo-
bile phone company and a
subsidiary of Norway’s te-
lecom giant Telenor. They
are also accused of money
laundering.

Mr. Yunus denied any
involvement in corruption,
telling reporters that he
and his coworkers were be-
ing harassed by the
authorities.

Special Judge Syed Ara-
fat Hossain dismissed peti-
tions seeking the charges
to be dropped, saying the
prosecution had demon-

CM
K

Muhammad Yunus

strated the misappropria-
tion of funds and the illegal
money transfers abroad.
The trial will begin on July
15, he said.

In January, Mr. Yunus
was sentenced to six
months in prison for viola-
tions of labour law, which
he denied.

100 cases registered
Although he is not in pri-
son after securing bail in
that case, Mr. Yunus faces
more than 100 cases re-
garding the violations and
graft accusations, which he
said in an interview with
Reuters last week was “ve-
ry flimsy,  made-up
stories™.

During the interview,
Mr. Yunus said Bangladesh
had turned into a “one-par-
ty” state as the ruling party
stamps out political com-
petition. The government
denied his allegations on
the cases and the style of
rule. ($1 =117.0000 taka)

Hong Kong
govt. cancels
passports of
Six activists

Associated Press
HONG KONG

The Hong Kong govern-
ment on Wednesday can-
celled the passports of six
overseas-based  activists
under the new national se-
curity law, stepping up its
crackdown on dissidents
who moved abroad.

Among them were form-
er pro-democracy lawmak-
er Nathan Law, unionist
Mung Siu-tat and activists
Simon Cheng, Finn Lau,
Johnny Fok and Tony Choi
— all accused of endanger-
ing national security by
authorities in the southern
Chinese city. The govern-
ment said they have “ab-
sconded” to the U.K.

Last year, police offered
rewards of 1 million Hong
Kong dollars ($128,000)
each for information lead-
ing to their arrests and
drew sharp criticism from
Western governments.

Authorities also banned
anyone from providing
funds or economic re-
sources to the six, leasing
properties to them or
forming any joint venture
with them, or risk a penal-
ty of up to seven years in
prison.

The government said it
acted because the six were
continuing to engage in ac-
tivities that endanger na-
tional security, smearing
the city and colluding with
external forces.

KASE/1019/2020-Exe2
KASE/1024/2020-Exe2

E-TENDER NOTICE
KASE invites tenders from eligible entities for the construction work mentioned below. Last date
and time for bid submission is on 02.07.2024, 5.00 PM. Interested parties may submit e-tender

through www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KNS=

KERALA ACADEMY FOR SKILLS EXCELLENCE
Sklll Developmem Mission of Government of Kerala

Registered Office: Il Floor, Carmel Tower, Vazhuthacaud,
Thiruvananthapuram - 695 014.Website: www.kase.in

11-06-2024

SINo Name of Work

Tender ID

Up-gradation of Govt. ITI Chalakkudy
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Tel: 0291-2650730, Email: ace2jodhpur@gmail.com
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et et R area $i
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES

et farsme e, e SRR
Ministry of Earth Sciences, Govt. of India
Akkulam, Thiruvananthapuram -11
No: NCESS/P&GA/9115/02/2024
RECRUITMENT
NCESS invites application for the post of Field Assistant
on contract basis. Please visit website for details. Further
changes, if any, will be notified through website only.
Website: www.ncess.gov.in/Phone No: 0471-2511500.

2;

NCESS

Date: 11.06.2024

Sd/-
Senior Manager
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PUNJAB STATE GRAINS PROCUREMENT

COROPORATION LIMITED (PUNGRAIN)
Anaaj Bhawan, Sector 39 C, Chandigarh

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

PUNGRAIN, invites online tenders through GeM Portal (Bid Number
GEM/2024/B/5037823) for the purchase of 15,400 LDPE Covers for
storage of wheat during RMS 2024-25 on behalf of all State Procuring
Agencies (Pungrain, PSWC, Punsup and Markfed) in the State of
Punjab under two Bid system ‘Technical Bid’ and ‘Financial Bid'.

The bid/tender documents (MTF) & other details will be available
on the GeM Portal, i.e., https://gem.gov.in from 11.06.2024 to
21.06.2024. MTF will also be available on Department’'s website i.e.
http://foodsuppb.gov.in. Bids completed in the manner prescribed in
MTF should be uploaded upto 7:00 PM on 21.06.2024. Pre-bid meeting
will be held on 13.06.2024 at 3:30 PM in the Committee Room, Pungrain
Head Office, Anaaj Bhawan, Sector 39 C, Chandigarh.

PUNGRAIN reserves the right to scrap tender at any stage without
assigning any reason and PUNGRAIN will not be liable for any costs
and consequences incurred by the intending bidders.

Any corrigendum / addendum will be uploaded on GeM portal and
http://foodsuppb.gov.in.

NA/12/23359/2023/34481

Managing Director, Pungrain

As of the start of this World Cup, with bowling
figures of 6/8, which Sri Lankan bowler holds the
record for the best bowling figures in a World T20
match?

. The highest score by any team against India in T20
World Cup history is 200. Which team achieved this
in the inaugural edition of the T20 World Cup?

3. Before this World Cup, India’s highest margin of

defeat by runs in T20 World Cup history was 49

runs. Which team inflicted this defeat in 2010?

THE HINDU GROUF’

Answer to yesterday'’s quiz:

1. India & Sri Lanka
283
3. Shakib al Hasan

Scan the code, to
participate in the

m quiz and win exciting
gift vouchers
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THE ZAMPA SHOW

Australia proves too good for

Namibia, storms into Super 8

CAUSE AND EFFECT

South Africa clinches a berth in the

MILESTONE

Zampa becomes first Australian

next round after SL-Nepal washout

to take 100 T20I wickets

PTI

Leg-spinner Adam Zampa starred in the middle overs as Australia
annihilated Namibia by nine wickets in North Sound (Antigua) to
qualify for the Super Eight stage of the T20 World Cup.

The scores: Namibia 72 in 17 overs (Erasmus 36; Zampa 4/12) lost
to Australia 74/1 off 5.4 overs (Travis Head 34 n.o.); POM: Zampa.

AFP

Heavy rain and a waterlogged outfield led to the abandonment of

the T20 World Cup match between Sri Lanka and Nepal on Tuesday
in Florida. The result meant that Group-D leader South Africa, which
has won all three of its games, becomes the first team to qualify for

the Super Eight stage.

A
Leg-spinner Adam Zampa became the first Australian to take 100
wickets in T20ls. The 32-year-old bagged four wickets in the T20
World Cup match against Namibia, removing Zane Green, David
Wiese, Ruben Trumpelmann and Bernard Scholtz. Zampa has 100
wickets at an economy rate of 7.20 in 83 matches.

CATCHING UP

Rizwan pulls level with Rohit for

most T20lI fifties as an opener

Mohammad Rizwan equalled Rohit Sharma’s record of most fifties
(30) as an opener in T20Is during Pakistan’s seven-wicket win over
Canada in New York on Tuesday. Rizwan took 71 innings to achieve
the milestone, while Rohit took 118 innings. Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam stands third with 28 fifties.

After Arshdeep breathes fire, Suryakumar takes over

The left-arm seamer finishes with sensational figures of 4-0-9-4; chasing a target of 111, India loses Kohli and Rohit cheaply before the No. 4 batter seals the deal and puts the team in the Super 8

T20 WORLD CUP

Ashwin Achal
NEW YORK

the Super 8 with a se-

ven-wicket win over
USA in its Group-A ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup en-
counter at the Nassau
County International Crick-
et Stadium here on Wed-
nesday. The two points did
not come easy as a gritty
USA made India sweat.

It was the Men in Blue’s
third win in as many match-
es while USA suffered its
first loss in three games.

USA set India a target of
111 on a tricky pitch. India
lost openers Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma cheaply, slip-
ping to 15 for two. When
Rishabh Pant was dismis-
sed for 18 by a ball which
kept low, there were a few
nervous faces in the Indian
camp.

Suryakumar Yadav (50
n.0., 49b, 2x4, 2x6) and Shi-
vam Dube (31 n.o., 35b, 1x4,
1x6) bailed India out. Dube
struggled to middle the ball
for a large part of his stay
before breaking free with a
six off Corey Anderson in
the 15th over.

Suryakumar, who failed
to get going in the previous
two outings, played an ex-
ceptional hand. He shelved
the big shots and preferred
a conservative approach. It
was only when the re-
quired run-rate threatened
to reach eight an over did

l ndia booked a spot in

] e :_‘.r;,r,h-re

he free his arms.

USA suffered greatly
when it was penalised five
runs at the end of the 15th
over. Umpire Paul Reiffel
imposed the punishment
as the team took more than
the allowed time between
overs on three occasions.
This freebie eased the load
off India considerably. It
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Roaring start, rousing finish: Arshdeep trapped Jahangir in front off the first delivery of the match while Suryakumar guided the Men in Blue home with an unbeaten half-century. K.R. DEEPAK

did not help that Saurabh
Netravalkar dropped Su-
ryakumar when the batter
was on 22.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma’s
decision to field paid quick
dividends as Arshdeep rat-
tled USA with two wickets
in the first over. It was cur-
tains for Shayan Jahangir in
the opening delivery of the

s

match. Jahangir, who re-
placed an injured Monank
Patel in the XI, was trapped
leg-before by Arshdeep. An-
dries Gous did not last long
either, splicing a pull to
mid-off.

At three for two, USA
was in danger of winding
up early. Steven Taylor and
skipper Aaron Jones dug in,

determined to see off the
new ball. Jones got one
maximum when he hooked
Sirgj into the stands. When
Jones tried a repeat act off
Hardik Pandya, the ball
landed in the hands of Siraj
at deep fine-leg.

Taylor got his scoring
opportunities when seam-
er Shivam Dube was intro-

duced. Dube bowled too
short, allowing the batter a
free swing. Nitish Kumar
(27, 23b, 2x4, 1x6) built his
innings well on a challeng-
ing pitch. Nitish, who has
previously led Canada,
started by nudging it
around and taking the
quick singles. When he got
his eye in, he took on Har-

dik. Nitish was going great
guns when a fine catch by
Siraj ended his innings. Si-
raj settled under the swir-
ling skier at deep backward
square-leg, and grabbed
the ball over his head just
inside the rope. The acro-
batic effort put a dent on
USA’s hopes of posting a
challenging total.

SCOREBOARD
v

USA

Shayan Jahangir lbw b Arshdeep
0 (1b), Steven Taylor b Axar 24
(30b, 2x6), Andries Gous ¢ Hardik
b Arshdeep 2 (5b), Aaron Jones ¢
Siraj b Hardik 11 (22b, 1x6), Nitish
Kumar c Siraj b Arshdeep 27
(23b, 2x4, 1x6), Corey Anderson ¢
Pant b Hardik 15 (12b, 1x4, 1x6),
Harmeet Singh c Pantb
Arshdeep 10 (10b, 1x6), Shadley
van Schalkwyk (not out) 11 (10b,
1x4), Jasdeep Singh run out 2
(7b); Extras (lb-1, w-7): 8; Total
(for eight wkts. in 20 overs): 110.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-0 (Jahangir, 0.1 overs), 2-3
(Gous, 0.6), 3-25 (Jones, 7.2), 4-56
(Taylor, 11.4), 5-81 (Nitish, 14.4),
6-96 (Anderson, 16.5), 7-98
(Harmeet, 17.3), 8-110 (Jasdeep,
19.6).

INDIA BOWLING
Arshdeep 4-0-9-4, Siraj 4-0-25-0,
Bumrah 4-0-25-0, Hardik
4-1-14-2, Dube 1-0-11-0, Axar
3-0-25-1.

INDIA

Rohit Sharma c Harmeet b
Netravalkar 3 (6b), Virat Kohli ¢
Gous b Netravalkar 0 (1b),
Rishabh Pant b Ali Khan 18 (20b,
1x4, 1x6), Suryakumar Yadav (not
out) 50 (49b, 2x4, 2x6), Shivam
Dube (not out) 31 (35b, 1x4, 1x6);
Extras (lb-1, nb-1, w-2, pen-5): 9;
Total (for three wkts. in 18.2
overs): 111.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-6 (Kohli, 0.2), 2-15 (Rohit, 2.2),
3-44 (Pant, 7.3).

USA BOWLING
Netravalkar 4-0-18-2, Ali Khan
3.2-0-21-1, Jasdeep 4-0-24-0,
Schalkwyk 4-0-25-0, Anderson
3-0-17-0.

Toss: India.

PoM: Arshdeep.

India won by seven wickets with
10 deliveries to spare.

Desperate New Zealand faces a big
test against high-tflying West Indies

Ayan Acharya
TAROUBA (TRINIDAD)

The early stages of the T20
World Cup have revealed a
stark contrast in fortunes
within Group-C.

Co-host West Indies is
riding high after a com-
manding 134-run victory
over Uganda, the second-
largest margin of win by
runs in the tournament’s
history.

Conversely, New Zea-
land sits at the bottom of
the group after collapsing
for 75 in pursuit of Afghan-
istan’s 159.

WI is second with two
wins out of two. NZ, on the
other hand, teeters on the
brink of an early exit.

As the teams prepare for
their Wednesday evening
clash, the West Indies is ex-
pected to stick with its win-
ning XI.

Same line-up
The Kiwis, despite their re-
cent setback, might also re-
tain the same line-up, aim-
ing to avoid a reactionary
shake-up after one poor
performance.

This match will mark
the first T20 WC fixture at
the Brian Lara Stadium, a
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venue built in 2017. Known
for its batter-friendly con-
ditions, the ground boasts
an average first innings
score of 185.

England posted the se-
cond-highest T20I total by
a Test-playing nation here
last December (267 for
three).

This is particularly good
news for NZ’s Kane Wil-
liamson and Devon Con-
way, who have not seen
much game-time recently.
Although both players ex-
cel against spin, they will
face a formidable chal-
lenge in Akeal Hosein.

Adding flexibility

NZ’s spin attack, led by
Mitchell Santner, with sup-
port from left-arm spinner
Rachin Ravindra and off-
spinner Glenn Phillips,
adds flexibility.

They will be wary of
WT’s power-hitters, includ-
ing Andre Russell, as they
look to click up a gear
ahead of the Super Eights.

After a slightly overcast
and rainy morning on
match eve, the weather fo-
recast for Wednesday
looks promising, setting
the stage for an intriguing
contest.
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Up for it: The onus will be on skipper Williamson to deliver
in a do-or-die clash against the Windies. GETTY IMAGES
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Much will depend on what Boult does
for the Kiwis against the Windies

Sunil Gavaskar

New Zealand have always
flown under the radar in
World Cups but have inva-
riably been in the semifi-
nals. So the defeat to Af-
ghanistan will not worry
them too much. They have
two Associate Member
countries, Papua New Gui-
nea and Uganda, to play
and should be able to get
through that quite
comfortably.

West Indies, on the other
hand, are two-time world
champions in the ultra-
short format, and will be
buoyed by the support of
the home crowd. In any
case, with the kind of expe-
rience that the players from
the Caribbean have in this
format and their players be-
ing in great demand in the
T20 leagues all over the
world, they will be pretty
much unbeatable if they
combine well.

We just saw in the recent-
ly concluded Indian Pre-
mier League the contribu-
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Key factor: Boult, centre, will rely on his effectiveness in the
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PowerPlay to swing it New Zealand’s way. PTI

tion made by the West
Indian players. Yes, they
could have done with Sunil
Narine, who was the Player-
of-the-tournament in the
IPL, in their World Cup
squad. But him not being
there is yet another West In-
dian story that is hard to ex-
plain. The West Indies team
is blessed with some of the
biggest hitters in the game
and some of them can bowl
too. They have plenty of
game-changers.

New Zealand, although
beaten soundly by Afghan-
istan and its spinners, will
feel a lot more comfortable
playing against the West In-
dian attack. This is where
the host could have done
with a mystery bowler like

Narine. The Kiwis, though,
will have to sort their bat-
ting order because getting
off to a brisk start in the Po-
werPlay has become such
an important aspect of the
game today. The pitches in
the Caribbean will be more
conducive for that com-
pared to the pitch in New
York. They have to improve
their batting considerably
against the West Indies be-
cause qualification for the
Super Eight could well de-
pend on the Net Run Rate
(NRR).

Rain can be a spoilsport
in the West Indies, especial-
ly at this time of the year,
and New Zealand will be
keen to get a favourable re-
sult. The West Indies, on

Today’s matches

-

Tarouba, 6.00 a.m.
HEAD-TO-HEAD T20Is
Played: 19

Wi N
Insisése‘zgl’and m‘NRQ

| [

St. Vincent, 8.00 p.m.
HEAD-TO-HEAD T20Is
Played: 4

Bangladesh e‘Netherlands o

mmld

England Oman
Antigua, 12.30 a.m. (Friday)
HEAD-TO-HEAD T20Is
First Meeting

the other hand, would want
to keep the winning mo-
mentum going and top the
group. This is a match-up
between a predictable New
Zealand against an unpred-
ictable West Indies. A lot
will also depend on what
Trent Boult does for the Ki-
wis.
(Professional
ment Group)
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Germany calls up Can to

replace sick Pavlovic for Euros

Euro 2024 host Germany has called up Emre Can
to replace Aleksandar Pavlovic for the
tournament, who misses out through tonsillitis,
the DFB confirmed on Wednesday. Can, who
captained Borussia Dortmund in its Champions
League loss to Real Madrid in June, made his
Germany debut in 2015 but has not played for his
country since September 2023. The former
Liverpool and Juventus midfielder has played 43
times for Germany, scoring one goal.

In-demand Leipzig striker

Sesko extends contract

Sought-after striker Benjamin Sesko has extended
his stay at Bundesliga side RB Leipzig until 2029,
the club announced on Wednesday. Sesko, 21,
was in high demand after an impressive first
season at the club, with reported interest from
Premier League sides Arsenal and Manchester
United. The Slovenia forward arrived in Leipzig
from sister club Red Bull Salzburg last summer
and despite a slow start, scored 14 goals in 31
Bundesliga games, netting in each of his last

seven league fixtures.

India teams begin well at the

Asian squash championships

The Indian men’s and women’s teams made a
winning start at the Asian team squash
championships at Dalian (China) on Tuesday.

The results: Men: Pool D: India bt Kuwait 2-1 (Velavan
Senthilkumar bt Athbi Hamad 11-4, 11-5, 11-4; Rahul Baitha
lost to Md. Alkhanfar 8-11, 12-10, 8-11, 11-9, 2-11; Suraj Kumar
Chand bt Bader Almoghrebi 11-6, 11-7, 11-6).

Japan bt India 3-0 (Ryunosuke Tsukue bt Velavan

Senthilkumar 11-7, 11-9, 11-6; Tomototaka Endo bt Rahul
Baitha 3-11, 11-9, 11-5, 13-11; Naoki Hayashi bt Suraj Kumar

Chand 11-6, 6-11, 11-2, 8-11, 11-9).

Women: Pool A: India bt Macau 2-1 (Rathika Suthanthira
Seelan bt Liu Kwai Chi 11-4, 11-4, 11-5; Pooja Arthi Raghu lost
to Yeung Weng Chi 6-11, 5-11, 2-11; Janet Vidhi bt Yeung Wai

Leng 11-9, 6-11, 14-12, 11-9).

India bt Mongolia 3-0 (Rathika bt Ariunbileg Altankhuyag
11-2,11-3, 11-4; Pooja bt Myadagaa Dogsom 11-1,11-1,11-1;
Sunita Patel bt Saran Khishigbaatar 11-1, 11-1, 11-1).

Can Mbappe help France regain
crown? Last dance for Ronaldo?

The Les Bleus are expected to go all the way while Netherlands will look to spoil the French dream; De Bruyne’s Belgium

and Martinez's Portugal will hope to top their groups; underdogs Austria, Ukraine will be keen to build on their fine form

X-Men: Belgium’s ‘golden generation’ will want to go out with a bang while Mbappe and Ronaldo will strive to make a big impact for their respective countries. AFP & AP
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EURO2024

GERMANY

Agencies
PARIS

s Germany gets rea-
A dy to host Euro
2024 from June 14

(Friday), an analysis of
Groups D to F:
Group D: Poland, Nether-
lands, Austria, France.
France is the undoubted
favourite to top Group D at
Euro 2024 but it might not
be smooth sailing with for-
midable oppositions like
Netherlands and Austria in
the same group. Des-
champs’ men are leading

contenders to win the
trophy.

Netherlands should be
the next strongest side in
the group, but defeats
home and away to France
in qualifying indicate a gulf
between the two. The
Dutch were quarter-final-
ists at the last World Cup,
since then Ronald Koeman
has returned for a second
spell in charge Louis van
Gaal’s successor.

Poland beat Wales on
penalties in the playoffs to
qualify for the finals. Its
qualifying campaign was
rescued by Michal Probierz
after he was promoted
from his role as Under-21
coach to succeed sacked
former Portugal boss Fer-
nando Santos.

In contrast, Austria ap-
proaches the tournament
in fine fettle, even if star
player David Alaba is un-
available due to injury. Rev-

italised under the manage-
ment of Ralf Rangnick,
Austria finished just behind
Belgium in its qualifying
group and has had some re-
markable results recently
having beat Germany 2-0

and Turkey 6-1.

Group E: Belgium, Slova-
kia, Romania and
Ukraine.

Belgium is unquestiona-
bly the team to beat in
Group E where all four
countries will believe they
can advance to the knock-
out phase.

The number one ranked
team in the world between
2018 and 2022 will rely on
powerhouses Kevin De
Bruyne and Romelu Luka-
ku for inspiration through-
out the tournament.

Ukraine return for a
fourth successive appea-
rance after defeating Ice-
land in the play-offs, deli-
vering an emotional boost

to a country ravaged by
war since the Russian inva-
sion of February 2022.

Slovakia enjoyed a
strong qualifying campaign
to book a third consecutive
trip to the finals, but lacks a
genuine goal threat.

Romania is the only
team in the section that did
not take part in Euro 2020.

The national team has
fallen on hard times over
the past two decades, hin-
dered by the decline of the
country's leading clubs and
alack of investment.
Group F: Turkiye, Geor-
gia, Portugal and Cze-
chia.

Roberto Martinez has gi-
ven Cristiano Ronaldo his
full backing since taking ov-
er as Portugal coach and he
will be hoping that his faith
helps provide the nation a
second European Cham-
pionship title.

Portugal will be the red-

hot favourite to progress
from Group F as Martinez’s
men kick off their cam-
paign against Czechia in
Leipzig on June 18.

Georgia makes its major
tournament bow relying on
star man Khvicha Kvaratsk-
helia, against the backdrop
of turmoil and political vio-
lence back home.

The Czechs will be fa-
vourites to progress along-
side Portugal and have of-
ten impressed at previous
Euros, including three
years ago with a run to the
quarter-finals that was end-
ed by Denmark. Patrik
Schick will again be expect-
ed to provide the goals af-
ter finishing as joint-top
scorer at Euro 2020.

Vincenzo Montella’s
Turkiye, led by Hakan Cal-
hanoglu, will be out to
prove a point after a dismal
group stage exit at Euro
2020.

Scheffler... eyeing another
Major. GETTY IMAGES

Scheftler
primed to
continue
stellar run

Agence France-Presse
PINEHURST

Scottie Scheffler appears
unstoppable as Thursday’s
first round of the US Open
approaches, with many
top rivals amazed the
World No. 1 already has five
wins this year, including
the Augusta Masters.

Scheffler is the first
player since Tom Watson
in 1980 to win five PGA
Tour events before the US
Open, having won at Bay
Hill, the Players, the Mas-
ters, the Heritage and last
week’s Memorial.

The 27-year-old Ameri-
can has 12 top-10 efforts in
13 PGA Tour events this
year.

“I'm not thinking about
my wins anymore,” Schef-
fler said. “All 'm focused
on is this week and getting
ready to play. Last week
doesn’t really matter.”

“I still don’t feel like
there’s much of a target on
my back,” said Schefiler.
“It’s not like anybody is out
there playing defence.
When I play with Xander
and Rory here Thursday
and Friday, they’re not go-
ing to be saying weird stuff
to me or trying to block my
putt from going in.”

Our dream killed by
irregular goal: Stimac

Press Trust of India
DOHA

India football coach Igor
Stimac said “injustice” was

done and his team’s
“dream was killed” by a
blatant “irregular” goal

that allowed Qatar to claw
back and clinch the must-
win World Cup qualifying
match 2-1 here on Tuesday.

India was leading 1-O be-
fore Qatar scored the con-
tentious equaliser by drag-
ging the ball back after it
had crossed the line of
play.

“Qatar were lucky to-
night, especially because
they came back from 0-1
with an irregular goal. I can
confirm that now because I
have seen the replay. The
whole ball was out of play
and the goal was given,”
Stimac didn’t mince words
as he spoke about what
went wrong in the game.

“It shouldn’t be happen-
ing in today’s football be-
cause that goal changed
everything in this game. It
could’ve happened to Qa-
tar today and I would say
the same. I'm not looking
for an excuse.

“I feel sad that when you
have 23 boys working real-
ly hard and living the
dream, to achieve someth-
ing, and that dream is
killed because we didn’t
stop such things from hap-
pening,” the Croat added.

“They were fantastic. All
Indian fans can be proud
of their team today. We
controlled the game for a
major part, with a high
press against a good Qatari
team. You could say that
the chances India had were
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Stimac. REUTERS

better than Qatar’s,” he
said.

Stimac also highlighted
a few Indian shortcomings.
“We should have scored
thrice in the first half to kill
the game definitely,” he
said. “But there is someth-
ing which is missing in In-
dian football, and that’s
clinical reactions inside the
box,” he pointed out.

Meanwhile, Stimac,
who had ‘promised’ to
leave if he failed in his
“mission” to take India in-
to the third round, said he
was not so sure and said he
would need a few more
days to figure things out.

“That’s something we
need to discuss internally
in the next few weeks
where our futures stand.
There is nothing I can tell
you now,” the 56-year-old,
who took over in 2019,
said.

Meanwhile, the All India
Football Federation has
sought a thorough investi-
gation into the controver-
sial goal, the AIFF presi-
dent Kalyan Chaubey said
on Wednesday while urg-
ing the concerned authori-
ties to “address the injus-
tice”.

Consistent Ancy leaps to the top,
off-colour Nayana finishes second

INDIAN GRAND PRIX

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

Asian Games silver medal-
list Ancy Sojan marked her
competitive return after a
seven-month injury lay-off
by clinching the women’s
long jump gold with a leap
of 6.52m, at the third In-
dian Grand Prix held at the
Sree Kanteerava Stadium
on Wednesday.

On a day when no ath-
lete threatened Paris Olym-
pics qualification stan-
dards, the 23-year-old from
Kerala, who was out of ac-
tion because of a stressed
ankle, was consistent with
her jumps, touching 6.33m
or more in five of her six
tries.

Though Ancy’s winning
effort was licm off her per-
sonal best and a whopping
34cm off the Paris thresh-
old, the result should hold
her in good stead going in-
to the National inter-state
championship — the last of
the Olympic qualification
events — later this month.

“I came here with no ex-
pectations,” Ancy told re-
porters later. “I just took a
free approach and I am
happy with my
consistency.”

The seasoned Nayana
James was off-colour, but
managed a 6.48m jump off
her last try to finish with
silver.

The women’s 400m, a
mini trial before India’s
4x400m Olympics relay
team is finalised, was won
by Andhra Pradesh’s Dandi
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What a comeback! Ancy made a memorable return after an injury lay-off. K. MURALI KUMAR

Jyothika Sri in 51.53s, more
than a second better than
her previous best time
(52.73s). Subha Venkatesan
and Poovamma finished
second and third respec-
tively while Vithya Ramraj
and V.K. Vismaya did not
show up.

There was also a no-
show from javelin expert
Kishore Jena, leaving Rohit
Yadav and Sachin Yadav,
the only two athletes in the
fray, to share the spoils.

The results:

Men: 100m: 1. Ragul Kumar (TN)
10.56s, 2. Manikanta Hoblidhar
(Kar) 10.64, 3. C. Abhinav (Ker)
10.67; 400m: 1. Rince Joseph
(Ker) 46.46, 2. Jay Kumar (Del)
47.11, 3. Aakash Babu Chinthala
(TN) 47.20; 800m: 1. Prakash
Gadade (Mah) 1:48.53, 2.

Krishnan Kumar (Har) 1:50.03, 3.
Anu Kumar (Utk) 1:50.37.
3000m: 1. Kiran Matre (Mah)
8:09.86, 2. Harpreet Singh (Pun)
8:15.28, 3. Deepak Bhatt (Utk)
8:20.51.

High jump: 1. Swadhin Majhi
(Odi) 2.10m, 2. Nishant (Del) 2.00,
3. Rakesh Kumar (Har) 2.00; Long
jump: 1. S. Arya (Kar) 7.76, 2.
Sanmath Sakth (TN) 7.55, 3. J.
Sharon Jestus (TN) 7.54.

Triple jump: 1. U. Karthik (Ker)
16.11, 2. Krishna Singh (Mah)
15.62, 3. Puneet Kumar (UP)
15.43; Shot put: 1. Prabhkirpal
Singh (Pun) 17.49, 2. Omesh
Ranga (Pun) 16.19; Javelin: 1.
Sachin Yadav (UP) 82.69, 2. Rohit
Yadav (UP) 75.52.

Women: 100m: 1. S.S. Sneha
(Kar) 11.41s, 2. Abinaya Rajarajan
(TN) 11.60, 3. V. Sudheeksha (Kar)
11.75;200m: 1. Nithya Gandhe
(TG) 24.23, 2. Kaveri
Laxmangouda (Kar) 24.38, 3.

Abinaya Rajarajan (TN) 24.39;
400m: 1. Dandi Jyothika Sri (AP)
51.53, 2. Subha Venkatesan (TN)
52.34, 3. Poovamma (Kar) 52.62;
800m: 1. Heena (Har) 2:12.21, 2.
E.B. Arpitha (Kar) 2:12.69, 3.
Vineeta Gurjar (UP) 2:13.80;
3000m: 1. Akshana (MP) 9:55.14,
2. Sanghamitra Mahata (Jha)
9:55.60, 3. Prachi Devkar (Mah)
10:17.10.

High jump: 1. Abhinaya S. Shetty
(Kar) 1.74m, 2. Kevinaa Annavi
(TN) 1.65; Long jump: 1. Ancy
Sojan (Ker) 6.52, 3. Nayana James
(Ker) 6.48, 3. Bhavani Yadav (AP)
6.27; Triple jump: 1. Poorva
Sawant (Mah) 13.14, 2. Sharvari
Parule (Mah) 12.74, 3. Ambrika
Narzary (Asm) 12.51.

Shot put: 1. Abha Khatua (Mah)
17.93, 2. Shiksha (Har) 15.38, 3. V.
Ambika (Kar) 14.32; Javelin: 1. K.
Rashmi (AP) 49.69, 2. Lalita
Choudhary (Raj) 43.24, 3. K.M.
Saloni (UP) 43.21.

Another win takes
Divya closer to glory

On top: Gharibyan, right, outwitted Makarian to take the lead

in the Open section. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

WORLD JUNIOR CHESS

P.K. Ajith Kumar
GANDHINAGAR

Divya Deshmukh on Wed-
nesday posted another win
to further brighten her
chances going into the final
round of the World junior
girls’ chess championship.
She has a half-a-point lead
over Mariam Mkrtchyan of
Armenia.

In an all-Indian battle on
the top board in the 10th
round at the Gift City Club,
Divya defeated Sachi Jain,
whose weak manoeuvres
with her knights on succes-
sive moves proved costly in
the Queen Gambit De-
clined game. The top seed
won in 26 moves to take
her tally to nine points.

If she wins against Belos-
lava Krasteva of Bulgaria,
she will emerge as the clear
champion.

Mkrtchyan defeated Sri
Lanka’s Oshini Gunaward-
hana to keep her hopes
alive. The Armenian is on
8.5 points.

An Armenian, though, is
in the sole lead position in
the Open section. The 15th
seed Mamikon Gharibyan,
who defeated the sixth-

seeded Russian Rudik Ma-
karian on the top board,
has eight points and is fol-
lowed half-a-point behind
by four players.

Important results (10th
round):

Open: Rudik Makarian (FIDE) 7
lost to Mamikon Gharibyan (Arm)
8; Daniel Quizon (Phi) 7.5 drew
with Kazybek Nogerbek (Kaz) 7.5;
Jose Gabriel Cardoso (Col) 7 lost
to Emin Ohanyan (Arm) 7.5;
Aleksey Grebnev (FIDE) 6 lost to
Luka Budisavljevic (Srb) 7.5;
Artion Stribuk (FIDE) 6.5 drew
with Pranav Anand 6.5; Baris
Ozenir (Tur) 7 bt Siddharth
Jagadeesh (Sgp) 6; Vuppala
Praneeth 6 lost to Shawn
Rodrigue-Lemmieux (Can) 7;
Arsen Davtyan (Arm) 6.5 drew
with L.R. Srihari 6.5; Bendeguz
Bodrogi (Hun) 6 lost to Tobias
Koelle (Ger) 7; Aditya Samant 7 bt
Ethan Vaz 6.

Girls: Divya Deshmukh 9 bt Sachi
Jain 7; Oshini Gunawardhana
(SL) 6.5 lost to Mariam Mkrtchyan
(Arm) 8.5; Narmin Abdinova (Aze)
6.5 lost to Rakshitta Ravi 7.5;
Shubhi Gupta 7 drew with Ksenia
Norman (FIDE) 7; Ayan
Allahverdiyeva (Aze) 7.5 bt Swara
Lakshmi Nair 6; Beloslava
Krasteva (Bul) 7 bt Sannidhi Bhat
6; Martyna Wikar (Pol) 7 bt Sneha
Halder 6; Sofia Hryzlova (Sui) 6.5
drew with V. Rindhiya 6.5;
Meryem Agajanova (Tkm) 6 lost
to Ayalum Kaladorva (Kaz) 6.5;
Xeniya Balabayeva (Kaz) 6.5 bt
Kheerthi Ganta 5.5.
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SXpEREnte domglns |r§) banking or f|nanf:|al serywcess in India, out of Wahfch SR SRR 8 HATCR T Rrfiey 30/09/2020 A fot i fera- et e S 8o |
relevant ex enenceg in the area Of Cred|t / RlSk Mana ement / DI wqwmglemuwmma ﬁQISCf)Iq)IqCJIEH‘N""IwQI&HU1|"IIEvl (on website www.eprocz.bihar.
Regulation grSuperwsmn will be desirable. . g N W RN Sl ;;%3 mg%‘*’m* g zmai s _ gov.in)
|4l 4N /95T € gI7C S AR T TN ¢ 7. JTE Y RN UF 3= A Jo  — fa11$—19.07.2024 B 3.00
Experience of General Manager and above position held in a Bank. wfew A RAic fa=d o qen HS. (dive il Rie deidey ¥ o1 B 2 i Rt o w S5 &G0 qp |
{? 'l‘:l' Work experience as Chief General Managerin a Bank s preferable. SITe, @ amaa = a@a qu o %‘%‘E‘” ﬁmiqa u :f alfa asﬁa aa? I — LeruTad  afrEdr waq
. . : — : (RTORE), TG / ERENET, e - XS, 1 Praferd, BTG TR yHsd, Guid T Srater |
Skills  Good understanding of industry and strong communication skills, G et 1) ST <l <1, e e e, U e - e EToT SHfRRTT, A S,
w Emotional Intelligence, Conflict resolution skills, Negotiation skills, TS | ERENST / TR, FOFeTT - IS, AR/ AR e T 1 rate |
Leadership skills, Prioritization and time management, Empathy, AR, IRAT, TRISUTHT, SR, ARG, T, TRISHTA, T - RS / e -
Strategic planning and sensitivity to supervisors' expectation. EREST / G, Rl - e, SRRAe G, o G Sierdg IRt ngt  (SR),
: . - - - Wsﬁwwﬁww SR a7 s, 7 e, T B, frmfor fawm, fagr,  wes
@ The posting will be at the Bank's Head Office at Thoothukudi, Tamilnadu TafeRYT & T STefary TRa HATeT SR e, A1 w@iep, §aeR-19, Tar BT BT |
e Canvassing in any form will be a disqualification. R T AR, BT gmﬂqu e 7, ef e, 8. fa<fra fas @rem 9t faf¥y vad —deel fis fsgea @
o The application should reach the Bank on or before 23.06.2024. XIFE-A19, TR (BT TR G B geHtE eI |
o - - . TTERUT W Hed, frfaer fafer o
How to apply : In addition to the submission of e-application candidates may also T TR et R, Rell- TR (B, ) ;m‘ N ﬁéwﬁiﬁ 120 R
download the requisite application form from the Bank's website o : TR s A | e | e e T e
www.tmbnet.in/tmb_careers/ furnish full particulars and submit the application by e- o ?Tﬁ; “ﬁ; Rua @ | afed | wwifa @
mail (gmhrd@tmbank.in) or by post along with a passport size photograph in an GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “o". PROCUREMENT NOTICE S —- e | e (g”ﬁ) @“ﬁ;ﬂm) i
envelope marked "Confidential-Application for the Post of Executive Director" and WORKS DEPARTMENT (w0 1)
addressed to I E-mail : ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com 1 il sl Aeifrere,
The Chairperson 2" corrigendum t:_IBi(:‘Ide;:::litivell_tion“:ol.z‘(’::éwgr (0) - 19 / 2023-24 e ¥ 300 ds A aRRa || 1000000 As per 15
Nomlnatlon and Remuneratlon commlttee Of the Boa rd The bid for the work ofIFB ofSI:1mprvemfenttoT Bimala»PetrahatRaisuan-KaIiahatg rqad frgm (ﬁq;ﬁwuf'\qﬁﬁ,‘;‘)" il Website (e )
TAMILNAD MERCANTILE BANK LTD. B Identicaion No. GE-WB (0)-19/2035.24 & hereby cancalied due Adminitratve around Alother orme | | R STl & e e AT A (e dawTée www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in/
Head Office, 3rd Floor, 57, V.E. Road, Thoothukudi, Tamilnadu - 628 002. and conditions remain unchanged. Chief Engineer, Bridges, Odisha, Bhubaneswar. PR 001502 (BCD)MZI\av;ipzl'gblhar.gov.m W T S HHaT 2 | .
#ForwardTogether Follow us 0”0 @) @ @/tmbank\td We raar?sc%rper:n;%tr?otr:eda‘tsgﬁr;f:;tgrmer;saI:nzrfalr B-A9: OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA, BHUBA_NESWAR. - - . SgHSel,
| transparent tory OIPR-34003/11/0002/2425 ?33[ ﬁ aﬂﬁ EEI. % .Qas a w’ qg W aﬁ? .qﬁaw -\q. WR

ODISHA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION LIMITED

E-Mail - sencrwangul@yahoo.co.in
Ph.: 06764 - 236404

E-Mail : sencrwangul@yahoo.co.in; Ph. No.06764-236404
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

Py

@

BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA, PIN:751012, Tel No.(0674) 2562020, -
F‘ e: OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, e-Mail: theoccltd@odishaconstruction.com; GSTIN-(21AAA()!02571 K2ZM e
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, ANGUL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, ANGUL mll“e”-Procurement Notice No. 02 /OCCL/2024-25 (on-line)
No. 1546 // ’ Dt. 10.06.2024 // " — N
No. 1533// Dt. 10/6/24 /I On-line percentage rate tenders are invited for the following works :

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR ROAD WORK IN ODISHA

Cancellation of Tender for Road work

Sl Name of | Bid Approx.| Bid Security [ Period of | Availability

« . o . Bid Identification No. Road Online AGL-02/2024-25 No. N f Work Divisi Identifi-| Val through | Completion| & Submi-
The tender for the work “Construction of flood resilient road from Pingua to o ame ot Hor ision | ldentifi-|| Value | (through | Completion) & Submi-
. - . . . L. 1.Name of the Work : Road Work
Dasmanapatna via- Manjuripada road in Gondia Block in the District of . transfer/as per Tender
Dhenkanal for th 2023-24 invited vide this office Tender Call Noti S Eotmated Cost . Reus I e
enkanal 1or the year . - .II'.IVI e vide this O ICGI enaer Ca otice 3.Estimated Cost : Rs.1282.02 Lakhs 01 | Improvement to left bank service road on | Nimapada [ OCCL- | pg 1 54 | Rs.1,54,000/-
No. 619 dt.21.02.2024 (Bid Identification No. Road Online-AGL- 50) by the 4. Class of Contractor ~ : As per Annexure NBC from RD 18.00 Km to RD 22.20 Km | Irrigation | HQP/O7/ | crore 13/;3;]24
) : : ; ; ; ; . Division | 2024-25 ,
Procurement officer, Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Angul :-Poe:m‘ ;f CT’mP'e"O" i As per Annexure =h — R Py 03.30 PM
. . . . . Ot tai mprovement to service road on left ban| -~ | Rs.2.30 |Rs.2,30,000/-
is hereby cancelled vide letter No.19290 dt.07.06.2024 of Chief Engineer, °r detars of PMC Reach-ll from V1l-Dhabalahara fo HQP/0B/ | rore -
" . . . Bid Availability of Tender Last Date Date & Time of Opening Rangabazar 2024-25 9
Roads, R.W.(O), Bhubaneswar due to first time single responsive tender as Procurement Identification| _On-line for bidding & Time of of Tender 53| Improvement o service road on 1o bank o IS Pepwwpon 5.30PM.
per the Tender Evaluation Committee under the Chairmanship of officer No. From To king of PMC Reach-Ill from Block Office to HQPIOS! | “grorg |
Engineer-in-Chief-I, R.W.(0), Bhubaneswar on 05.06.2024 at 11.30 A.M. Caeton| | Fnancial village Pratap Sasan 202428
Chief C t ti Engi 04 to service road on right bank OCCL- | Rs.1.54 [Rs.1,54,000/-
e onstruction Engineer, 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 of Pu(upada Disty. From RD 0.00 Km to HQP/0/ | Crore
018 Rural Works Circle, Angul. Chief Construction Road 20.06.2024| 03.07.2024 | 02.07.2024 | 04.07.2024 | Will be 2.00 Km 2024-25
£2=19 g Engineer, Rural Works | Online -AGL- at up to up to at intimated 05 | Improvement to service road on left bank of OCCL- | Rs.2.30 [Rs.2,30,000/-
OIPR-25180/11/0003/2425 = Circle, Angul 02/2024-25 | 10.00 A.M.| 5.00 P.M. | 1.00 P.M. | 11.00 A.M. | separately PMC Reach-IIl RD 29.37 Km to 32.370 Km HOPIA/ | rore | om0
For detailed Notice Inviting Tenders, Please visit to the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in 0611 Tt oh 3 Tant 2?)?;‘:;;_25
e-Procurement Cell Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Angul. mprovement to periphery road on right | Nayagarh o | R5:0-87 | Rs.87,000/-
0-20: ’ ’ side of Kuanria Dam & road to view tower | Irrigation | HQP/12/ | crore 6
JHARKHAND STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION — OIPR-25180/11/0001/2425 w of Kuanria Irrigation Project . Division | 2024-25 (Six)

Calendar
months

CORPORATION LTD" RANCHI 07 | Improvement to periphery road of left OCCL- | Rs.1.93 | Rs.1,93,000/-
Distributary from RD 1.200 Km to 11.150 HQPM3/| crore

Date of Publication of Tender on Website

19-06-2024 at 11:00 AM

Start Date of Submission of Bids

19-06-2024 at 11:00 AM

Note:-

PR 32

Construction Corp. Itd.(24-25)D

Cost of bidding document for a non-refundable fee & Bid Security (EMD) shall be
payable online through http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.

Any change can be seen on Website http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Any other information can be seen on http:// Jharkhandtenders.gov.in.

Executive Director

6211 Jharkhand State Building Corporation Ltd., Ranchi
o .

Jharkhand State Building Construction

3. ffaeT BrTend urd (sTeHeTs) — fFTiP—25.06.2024 & 17.07.2024 BT

ord
5. fafaer e &1 e ‘— BI JIATSC www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in

W
6. Tl 91 Wre @l fafdy v a7g -~ f316—22.07.2024 BT 15.30 T |
7. R e Gem o R d v — da-ia 9rs Jeied & 9 |
8. W dre #WIgih ol fafer w1 ud v (i)—f&Aid— 02.07.2024 T 15.00 o 3Fefieror
AT BT T H |
(i) — fa=Tip— 08.07.2024 BT 15.00 Io &=

Very Short Term e'Procurement NOtlce m m &l m Km of Kuanria Irrigation Project 2024-25
Date-12-06-2024 ° 08 | Improvement to left bank service road of OCCL- | ps1.74 Rs.1.74.000/
: . ¥ae forator fyeiet, s1det uss®m, IRAD Hapia | ot | P00
SI. | Tender Reference Work Name Amount in (Rs) | Completion | Call Advt. 9 9 & RD 5700 M to 7000 M of BBIP 2024-25 Crore
No No. _ _ _ Time PR No. a’hm ?T@ulw‘i HFI: go ﬁﬁa ATHAT W 09| Improvement to road on Hada left | Khurda | OCCL- | pe 092 Rs.92,000/-
1 | JSBCCL/01/2024-25 | Construction of Synthetic Athletic Track | Rs. 19,72,53,143/- | 12 Months 2nd 317039 . embankment from Sahajpur to Sagargaon | Irrigation | HQP/15/ | "¢ o
(08 Lane) at Kumaitha Sports Complex, a1 01/ARWAL/2024 2025 Division | 2024-25
Jasidih, Deoghar 10 | Improvement to service road of Sumandal
8! (WO'&[O@O sﬂqrﬁa 'q'ﬁﬁ'[a N ﬁ'ﬁa’[) Main Canal from RD 14.00 Km to RD 17.00 OCCL- | Rs.2.06 | Rs.2,06,000/-
2 | JSBCCL/02/2024-25 | Construction of Synthetic Hockey Field Rs. 22,81,51,203/- | 12 Months 3rd | 320805 Km, Service road of Kaniaribadi Distributary HOPAG/ | crore s.2,06,000/-
with Lighting at Swami Vivekanand 1. faSTT==TT BT ygH=™ U4 uar — BRI JIFAT, 9T THed, IRA | from RD 00 Km to 1.20 Km & Service road 2024-25
Sports C lex, Guml . of Sardhapur Distributary from RD 00 Km to
pors ~ompen, ume 2. FAf=T s o= @t fafer — f&Tid— 10.06.2024

3.00 Km of Salia Irrigation Project

Procurement Officer : Managing Director, OCCL. Date of Opening of the Tender : 28.06.2024, 12.00 Noon

3

g Last Date/Time of Submission of Bids 03-07-2024 at 05:00 PM W Eﬁ ﬁﬁ @ T 15.00 ET\_FT qd | ?ﬁaa ???R?Ts“c' onwards. Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal: https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in

6 | Date/Time of opening of Bid 04-07-2024 at 05:00 PM Www.ebroc2.bihar.govin TR CAD-202 MANAGING DIRECTOR

7 | Name & Address of office Inviting tender e-Procurement Cell, . a p : -gov.in — OIPR-34120/11/0004/2425 =
Jharkhand State Building Construction Corporation Ltd., Ranchi. 4. T S50 (GTq?’ﬁg) B BT AT — fITH—18.07.2024 BT 15.00 T91 A |

8 | Helpline Number of e-procurement Cell 0651-2446259 T i i — .

e becTharkband@amaieom IIPACEILE Bael JINTSS www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED OMC @DISHA

OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha

HIW OPFONTUMITIES

CIN: U131000R1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT OF EXECUTIVES IN OMC LTD.

No. 92/ OMC Date: 11.06.2024
OMC, a Gold category and one of the largest State PSUs in Mining Sector in the
Country, undertakes exploration, mining and trading of iron, chrome, limestone &
bauxite ores. Inspired by the vision to emerge as the market leader and to play a
catalytic role in the growth of industrialization, OMC caters to the requirements of
mineral based industries. The Corporation has achieved an annual turnover of Rs.23,500
crores (provisional) in the FY 2023-24. The Corporation invites application from dynamic
& competent professionals in the following posts:

. VACANCY
AT (g0), wa= fafor favmT, fER, S
. Sl Name of the Posts Scale of Pay Initial Basic Pay Total Age as on
qcHT ol hrdfely ﬁ | No. (in Rs.) under (inRs.) Posts 31.05.2024
9. fAfaeT @ deran @1 safdy — 120 f= ORSP Rules
- ﬂ ﬁﬁ o f a . 1. | General Manager 1,27,100/- to 1,38,800/-
# 4 ST E-.I‘I LL 10.' Kzl . (Mining), E-7 Grade 2,16, 300/- (Cell-4) (Unreserved) N},’s' ;::r:e
) ) 0| P . i vy [T fam| e dig|  w (Level-16)
S0—3reudTeid gAHfaar dwe-318/R11/2023-24 / RWD/SAHIBGANJ famte o | s s @ @ | TRRT B | A omf) 2 | Addl. General 1.23.100--to 7.23.100- " Notabove
A 12_06_2024 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Manager (Civil), 2,15,900/- (Cell-1) (Unreserved) | 50 years
FrfuTeres AfRiar, IT HRf T, BRi geve AR gR1 A faeRer @ ergeR e-procurement 1] 1 IRl T, E-6 Grade (Level-15)
ugfd 9 ool & Wy § Hfaer mEfd & Sirdr 2 NG UGS b YR Interested eligilllale candidates are a((i:vised to download th%application format from OMC
Tlééﬁ: fipehor W%Iﬁ T g wREs | " website:https://omcltd.in>People>Career>Employment Opportunities and submit the
w0 X @ 1 T I (%50 ﬁ) @ . i i 5,00,46,258.00 | 10,01,000.00 | 10,000.00 ﬁzpsirrgzlel:i 12 wéT same duly filled in & signed along with attested copies of Certificates, Mark sheets,
wo | e /Yy 3 e | T TATId ARPR 7T BT a Experience Certificate etc. in support of their eligibility by Registered Post/Speed Post/
Rzl . i CRSCICH fomtor o (farega @ Courier in a cover superscribed "APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF......." so as to reach
1 | RWD/SAHIBGAN | =TTl Yeid BIRIT W AT Blefl o Ul &1| 14,71,38,325.00 | dgg | 15 A8 ) | the Executive Director (P&A), Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd.,OMC House,
1/ 23/SRPKG- ey A=Ay BRi | (Gio—3.20 fhoHo) PRI P e Bhubaneswar-751001 by 11.07.2024 positively. Applications received after the last date due to
- . Lo delay in postal/courier or any other reason shall not be entertained and will be rejected.
2 | 01/2022-23 | di0SoI0 U TRRN | THERAT MR 9 ThETR 2|2 T @ G /
qd U &I faey e SR | (cfo-3.37 A OMC Management reserves the right to cancel, amend or alter the above advertisement
fRro¥io) ared WE—\’W, ps per Onine without assigning any reason thereof. sd/- Executive Director (P&A)
BN AR0Z0a0 NS AT AS N XX A e AR T PIRE | 7,50,69,387.00 | 15,01,500.00 | 10,0000 | g2 o= MO | 12w ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LTD.
FHERAT T g &1 a9y FREfT B | 9= | F ARG WREHR AT CAD-220: (A GOLD CATEGORY STATE PSU)
(cfo—6.25 f&0¥M0) RIS 1 o Bl (g —_— OIPR-30005/11/0024/2425 ma
4 Sieh W SIS BRI BN §Y HeTdedl 0 A PRl wfeq) |
T R e i (fo-00 3| 3| o Rarwia OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT %
1 SISRERE Eﬁg( SCB MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL, CUTTACK GOVT. OF ODISHA &
5 ﬁogﬁ%ioq;u;wﬁ @ | mmqal (qui: YIS $ AR AEE 2502312900 | 50050000 | 10,0000 | APerOMne | 4o za E Mail : schsuperintendent@gmail.com; Ph. : 0671-2414080
25 fbotio) ‘ i o q; ¢ m”‘ AL o ' Requirement Letter No. 12474 //SCB MCH Dt. 10.06.2024
6 ‘ﬁogﬂoiﬁﬂ NERREIEE| RESICT E_ @ 1 ( ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF ICU / CASUALTY MEDICAL OFFICER
gfeard a& u &7 @aﬁwﬁf BRI | (cfo—2 Afed) | — A CARE CENTRE, SCB MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL,
60 Th0 0) 4 4 | 3Rq< ST d, CONTRACTUAL BASIS THROUGH WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
7 m@?ﬁ;mﬁ ; ﬁﬁav‘rﬁl(;oﬁig? WIS B Eligible candidates are invited to attend the walk-in-interview in the Office of the
fr0%i0) ) ' 3, S EU_ As Per Online Superintendent SCBMCH, Cuttack for the post of ICU / Casualty Medical Officer for
5 T BT S T T BT UF VAR A | 7,50,69,387.00 | 15,01,500.00 | 10000 Requirement | 12 T Trauma Care Centre, SCB Medical College & Hospital, Cuttack on 21.06.2024 (Friday)
v 0 @R | (cfo—1.800 FR0%0) gAEaq RHR HIT T contractual / deputation basis in view of urgency. The details of the eligibility criteria /
- - fomior et (ﬁ'ﬁgﬁ P vacancies / etc. are available in the SCB MCH website i.e. scbmch.in. The direct
2. JavTge # fAfdg EEIN I e Q‘ — 20.06.2024 afed) | candidates shall be appointed on contractual basis. Applications in the prescribed
3. 3—ffae Qﬁ?ﬁ 3ifer ffSr v FHa— 29.06.2024 TR Gl 05.00 IO AP | . ) 51| 5 INae RTerTId, proforma are invited from the eligible candidates for filling up the vacant post of 8 nos.
4. fAfag 1d sme @ ¥ Jharkhandtenders.gov.in @ @i & siters Aie # wieR @t i i of ICU / Casualty Medical Officer for Trauma Care Centre, SCB MCH, Cuttack on
Ugs & ygrad
ST | SRI, )T, feor, contractual basis till the post is filled up on regular basis.
5. fafaT Wrem @1 fafdr v THa— 02.07.2024 3TIRTES 11.00 991 | N S As Per Online . . . . ) . .
. A . g Ul H 12,51,15,645.00 | 25,02,500.00 10,000 X 12 wémT Candidates are required to submit application online to scbsuperintendent@gmail.com
6. Ffaer a‘ﬁq’ai DT ATl URTRIGN BT TH T UG —GrRiuTerd S, JEier ot Qs e, TR PR a5 Requirement in the format given in the website by 19.06.2024 by 5 PM.
7 s‘—ﬁﬁﬂ qz%ggfezé?iﬁma H0— 8292371115 frafor e (ﬁ_ﬂﬁ Ean The engagement is purely temporary and the candidate cannot claim their right to
8- Ira T ST @ fore JaeEe—https:/ iharkhandtenders.gov.in & <1 T GHaT & | wfEd) | continue in the post on the basis of such appointment/engagement. The selected
S < PSHWWW, -BOV- foxga W@ state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar & U @1 ST wad 2 | PRI SfRIdT candidates have to submit an undertaking to this effect.
B0/~ PR- 001604 (BCD) 2024-25 W9 TS, 3RAdA Medical Superintendent
Frfurers siftrrar, yrfivr S T i SCB Medi i
T : . : edical College & Hospital, Cuttack
PR 326171 Rural Development(24-25)#D P yrid AR 91 ¥ 994 B g TS & SUAR, T3 b IR TRIR 4§ TR E31; OIPRAI8611/0001/2425
» m . »
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DELHI

INBRIEF

Nadal, Alcaraz to play doubles
for Spain at the Olympics

Spain’s Rafael Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz will team
up to play doubles at this year’s Olympic Games
in Paris, the Royal Spanish Tennis Federation
(RFET) said on Wednesday. Nadal won an
Olympic gold in 2008, but the Paris Games will
be Alcaraz’s first as he returns to Roland Garros
where he was crowned French Open champion
on Sunday.

Mahika stuns third seed Sejal
in pre-quarterfinals

Qualifier Mahika Khanna knocked out third seed
Sejal Bhutada 7-6(8), 7-5 in the under-18 girls
pre-quarterfinals of the AITA National series
junior tennis tournament in Chandigarh on
Wednesday.

Other results (pre-quarterfinals):

Boys: Shanker Heisnam bt Amtya Ohlyan 6-2, 6-0; Dhruv
Ghanghas bt Kunsh Kakkar 6-3, 1-6, 6-2; Akshat Dhull bt Akshit
Kaushik 6-1, 6-0; Aditya Mor bt Rishi Yadav 6-4, 6-1; Ojas
Mehlawat bt Gurbaaz Narang 6-4, 6-2; Aryan Chauhan bt
Shubham Sehrawat 6-2, 6-2; Aashravya Mehra bt Harsh Malik
6-2, 6-4; Aarav Chawla bt Aksh Sood 6-3, 6-1.

Girls: Shagun Kumari bt Suhani Gaur 6-4, 3-6, 6-2; Devanshi
Gohil bt Dhatri Dave 3-6, 6-2, 6-1; Ananya Jain bt Nandini
Kansal 6-3, 6-4; Snigdha Pattbandia bt Jasmine Kaur 6-4, 6-0;
Anandita Upadhyay bt Rubani Kaur Sidhu 6-2, 6-3; Divya
Ungrish bt Vaishnavi Singh 7-5, 4-6, 6-1; Nainika Reddy bt KA
Aadirai 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Titmus shatters 200m
freestyle world record

BRISBANE: Ariarne Titmus shattered fellow
Australian Mollie O’Callaghan’s 200m freestyle
World record on Wednesday, touching in 1:52.23s
just weeks before defending her Olympic title in
Paris. Titmus hit the wall at Australia’s Olympic
trials ahead of O0’Callaghan, who also went under
her previous world record of 1:52.85.

With no ranking and
no seeding, luck will
play its part: Nikhat

She wants to remain injury free and in a good mental space in

order to achieve her dream of winning an Olympic medal

BOXING

Y.B. Sarangi
KOLKATA

ikhat Zareen, the
N 50kg World cham-

pion, wants to re-
main injury free and in a
good mental space in order
to achieve her dream of
winning an Olympic medal
in Paris. The champion
boxer said she was excited
and nervous ahead of the
Olympics.

“It (getting nervous) is
my thing before any com-
petition. My body works
well if I get nervous. Be-
sides, I have no experience
of competing in the Olym-
pics,” said Nikhat from Pa-
tiala through a virtual inte-
raction organised by the
Sports Authority of India
on Wednesday.

Nikhat said qualifying
for the Olympics at the
Asian Games in October
last gave her enough time
to prepare well as she
could follow the coaches’
plan of training and expo-
sure at home and abroad.

Nikhat felt her silver
winning performance in
the Strandja Memorial,
training in Montenegro
and Turkey and gold win-
ning effort in the Elorda
Cup put her on the right
track for the Games.

She admitted that her
slow start in the semifinals
(against Thailand’s Chutha-
mat Raksat) in the Asian

Games cost her a better
medal and taught her a les-
son. “I have worked on my
mistake.”

Nikhat accepted that the
Olympics would pose a dif-
ferent challenge. “Some
tough opponents are
there, but I cannot ignore
others. With no ranking
and no seeding, luck will
play its part. Hope to get a
good draw. “In the 2023
World  championships,
since I came down from
52kg to 50kg, I was unseed-
ed. So it does not matter.
You want to win no matter
how tough the draw is.”

On her mission for Pa-
ris, Nikhat said, “I never
thought a girl who was
once seen as a challenger
(to the iconic Mary Kom)
could be the face of Indian
boxing. I am blessed and
grateful to have achieved
my dream of becoming a

World champion. Now, I
want to fulfil my second
dream of winning an Olym-
pic medal.”

Preeti Pawar, an Asian
under-22 champion who
qualified in 54kg, said her
challenge was proving her-
self better everyday. “After
the Asian Games, every
tournament I competed in
I treated it as part of my
preparation for the Olym-
pics,” said Preeti.

Preeti, who impressed
on her elite international
debut at the 2023 World
championships, took pres-
sure on her stride. “Pres-
sure is expected when you
represent India. I forget
the pressure when I enter
the ring.”

The other quota place
winners — Amit Panghal,
Nishant Dev and Jaismine
Lamboria — were also pre-
sent

Nagal rallies
to trump
Giannessi

TENNIS

Sports Bureau

Sixth seed Sumit Nagal re-
covered from an indiffe-
rent start to bet Alessandro
Giannessi of Italy 0-6, 7-5,
7-6(5) in the pre-quarterfi-
nals of the €148,625 Chal-
lenger tennis tournament
in Perugia, Italy, on
Wednesday.

Other results: €812,235 ATP,
Stuttgart: Doubles
(quarterfinals): Yuki Bhambri &
Albano Olivetti (Fra) bt Theo
Arribage & Sadio Doumbia (Fra)
6-3, 6-2.

€148,625 Challenger,
Nottingham: Doubles
(pre-quarterfinals): Gabriel
Diallo (Can) & Emilio Nava (USA)
bt Anirudh Chandrasekar & Arjun
Kadhe 7-5, 7-6(5).

$15,000 ITF men, Martos,
Spain: (first round): Siddhant
Banthia bt Marcos Fabra (Esp)
6-1,6-1.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Patricio Alvarado (Ecu) & Ivan
Curbelo (Esp) bt Siddhant
Banthia & Tennyson Whiting
(USA) 5-7, 6-4, [11-9].

$15,000 ITF men, Koszalin,
Poland: First round: Powel
Juszczak (Pol) bt Yuvan Nandal
6-1, 7-5; Manas Dhamne bt
Szymon Kielan (Pol) 6-2, 6-3.
$15,000 ITF men, Hong Kong:
First round: Jake Delaney (Aus)
bt Dev Javia 6-2, 7-6(4); S.D.
Prajwal Dev bt Credit Chaiyarin
(Tha) 6-7(5), 6-4, 3-1 (retired);
Tomohiro Masabayashi (Jpn) bt
Adil Kalyanpur 6-4, 6-3.
$60,000 ITF women,
Guimaraes, Portugal: Singles
(first round): Ankita Raina bt
Angelina Voloshchuk (Por) 6-1,
6-3; Gabriela Knutson (Cze) bt
Rutuja Bhosale 6-2, 7-6(5).
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Ankita Raina & Prarthana
Thombare bt Gabriela Knutson
(Cze) & Alana Prnaby (Aus) 1-6,
6-1, [10-8]; Leonie Kung (Sui) &
Vasanti Shinde bt Elena
Milovanovic (Srb) & Tamira
Paszek (Aut) 7-5, 6-4.

NEW DELHI ROUND-UP

Arnav and Dipesh star
for LB Shastri Club
Arnav Singh Bugga’s 98
and all-round performance
by Dipesh Balyan helped
LB Shastri Club beat PMG
by eight wickets in the
DDCA T20 League.

The scores: PMG 176/5in 20
overs (Pradeep Malik 61, Dipesh
Balyan 2/34) lost to Lb Shastri
Club 180/2 in 18 overs (Arnav
Singh Bugga 98, Dipesh Balyan
44),

Delhi Wonders 119 in 19 overs
(Vimal Dubey 42, Vikas Sharma
3/15, Arman Saifi 2/04) lost to
Pelican Club 120/3 in 13 overs
(Bhavya Tiwari 66).

Pioneer CC 205/6 in 20 overs (Yajas
Sharma 75, Rahul Bhardwaj 2/36)
lost to Ajmal Khan Club 116 in 15
overs (Sarthak Pal 34, Divjot Singh
5/24).

Hind CC 162/4 in 20 overs (Sumit
Kumar 81, Rishit Arora 2/23) lost to
Delhi CC 117/9in 20 overs
(Pushpendra Verma 4/22).

Young Cricketer 150/7 in 20 overs
(Gautam Saxena 51, Piyush Kumar
35, Digvesh 3/25) bt Collage Sports
88 in 14 overs (Atrey Tripathi 3/16,
Nikhil 2/13).

Friends Club 153 in 20 overs
(Yashvardhan Oberoi 56, Prince
Mehra 39, Bhavik Upadhyay 3/39)
bt South Delhi Colts 131/8 in 20
overs (Nitin Choudhary 38, Kabir
Kohli 3/16, Samarth Vashisht
2/12).

Medhavi excels
Player-of-the-match
Medhavi Bidhuri
top-scored with 57 and
picked up two wickets as
RP Academy beat Citi
Cricket by five wickets in
the 1st Shanti Devi
memorial women’s
tournament.

The scores: Citi Cricket 159/8 in
35 overs (Nishika Singh 60) lost to
RP Academy 160/5 in 33 overs
(Medhavi Bidhuri 57, Kritika 37
n.o., Priya 3/38).

All-round performance
by Gagan Prajapati
Gagan Prajapati’s 61 and
four wickets saw Ajmal
Khan Club beat Sonnet
Club by three wickets in

the 4th Harcourt Butler
tournament.

The scores: Sonnet Club 141 in
34 overs (Arnav Pratap 34, Gagan
Prajapati 4/23, Sahil Tripathi 3/25)
lost to Ajmal Khan Club 145/7 in
33 overs (Gagan Prajapati 61,
Rishabh Kumar 34, Vinayak 4/21).

Aryan and Aarav’s

half centuries help
Mount Club win easily
Unbeaten half centuries by
Aryan Damor and Aarav
Sehrawat helped Mount
Club beat DC Bal Bhawan
by 10 wickets in the 1st
Gurmeet Kaur memorial
under-13 tournament.

The scores: DCBB 126 in 37 overs
(Kartik Rana 3/15) lost to Mount
Club 127/0in 26 overs (Aryan
Damor 53 n.o., Aarav Sehrawat 51
n.o.).

Agamijyot, Abhiraj
smash quick-fire
centuries

Agamjyot and Abhiraj
Gagan Singh smashed
match-winning centuries
as DCBB thrashed SMC
Academy by 298 runs in
the 5th Srimati Vidya Devi
memorial under-17
tournament.

The scores: DCBB 464/5 in 50
overs (Agamjyot 145, Abhiraj
Gagan Singh 120 n.o., Aman 73) bt
SMCA 166 in 32 overs (Yash Deswal
50, Baljot Singh Gombra 3/33).

Easy win for

Maanvish Club

Arjun scored a 74-ball 126
and Tejaswi picked up four
wickets helped Maanvish
Club beat Mishra Sports by
55 runs in the 4th
Friendship Club.

The scores: Maanvish Club 294/6
in 35 overs (Arjun 126, Vivek 49) bt
Mishra Sports 239 in 29 overs (Rishi
59, Shaurya Mehta 53, Tejaswi
4/37, Zeeshan Ansari 3/49).

LIVE TELECAST
v

T20 World Cup: Star Sports 1, 2,
3 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 8 p.m.
12.30 a.m. & 6 a.m. (Friday)
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Slam dunk or fadeaway: a
pro basketball league at last?

Even as a legal battle with the Indian National Basketball League (INBL) rages on, BFI President Aadhav is eager to launch Indiass first professional basketball league

as soon as possible; the tournament is expected to be a big learning curve for the homegrown players and inspire a new generation to take up the sport as a career

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

he wait has been more than

painful for Indian basketball’s

fans. The aficionados were

ecstatic when the Basketball
Federation of India (BFI) announced, in
June 2010, that it was partnering IMG
and Reliance to launch a professional
league.

Soon, the dream came crashing down
as differences began to crop up among
the stakeholders. Now, after 14 years, the
newly-elected BFI under the stewardship
of its president, Aadhav Arjuna, is
expected to launch the professional
league soon.

If everything goes according to plan
when the bids are opened on June 25, the
world will know who the organising
partner of the national basketball body
will be for the professional league, (men
& women) to be held in both 3x3 and 5x5
formats, to be held in six to eight months'
time.

Cautiously optimistic

Indian player Muin Bek is eagerly
awaiting the commencement of the
league but hopes that BFI follows
through. “I am very happy with the
initiative. It will be great if the league
kicks off as promised by BFI. It will
definitely motivate lots of players.
Though many players play at the school
and college level, they do not pursue a
career as there are no real prospects for
the sport. And I agree with that. The
league will hopefully change everything
for the better,” the 28-year-old said.

“Competing with professional foreign
players in the league will be a huge
learning curve for Indians, Muin opined.
“The BFI will get to know what facilities
are needed to improve the lot of Indians
as compared to foreigners. We can
definitely improve our skill sets and our
basketball knowledge will get updated,”
he said.

When the Tamil Nadu men’s team
took part in the West Asian league
recently in Doha, Muin said playing
alongside two Americans in the State
team was refreshing. “We know that the
two Americans were not of the

it »

first-grade, still they were quite good, and
we learnt a lot from them,” he informed.
Twenty-year-old Pranav Prince, who is
considered one of the brightest young
players in the Indian team, said the
league will definitely help the next
generation of players in taking up
the sport. “Our senior players have
sacrificed a lot. While playing for
the country, they played for their
respective departments like Indian
Bank, IOB, Income Tax, Punjab
Police among others. They
didn’t get the opportunity
to play in the USA like
some of us did. We
must make sure that
we use it in the right
way so that next
generation can also
benefit,” he said.

everything falls in place.

Bank shot
Aadhav has lots of big plans up his
sleeves. The 41-year-old is crystal
clear that without grassroots, no
sport can develop. “We are
firming up our grassroots
structure. We have signed up
with Manipal University, and will
sign an MoU with the Corvuss
American Academy in Mumbai
soon. According to the
MoU, we will select 30
boys and 30 girls in
u-13, u-16 and u-18
from the Nationals
and groom them in
the academies we
are setting up across
India,” he said.

]

The professional “Our ambition",
league and asserted Aadhav, "is
especially the 3x3 to ensure India takes

format, Prince
believes, will take
the sport to a larger
audience.

“3x3is
entertainment and will
end in 12-15 minutes.

part in 3x3 format at
the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics and be a top 3
team in Asia in four
years and am keen to

take India in top 3 in

Asia in 5x5 format and

Moreover, it can be be in the Olympics in
held near beaches, at eight years.”

the mall during The BFI president
weekends. With all the expressed confidence
commercial aspects, the on the League. “The
sport will grow,” said tender process for 3x3

Prince.
One of India’s finest

and 5x5 is midway,
and we are very

players and former India happy with the
captain Vishesh support of corporate
Bhriguvanshi is keeping houses that have

his fingers crossed when participated in the

asked about the league.
“It should start,” he said.
“It will enhance our skills

tender process. Once
the organising
partner (for the

and improve our playing professional league
style. It is good for Indian called the National
players,” he said. Star Basketball

But the man behind the League) is finalised
to-be-launched league (likely on June 25),
Aadhav Arjuna, BFI the league will begin

president, is confident that
the league will change the
face of Indian basketball and
is occupied in ensuring that

in six to eight
months’ time,”
said Aadhav.
Aadhav

pointed out that the BFI has created a
Talent Research Wing (TRW) on the likes
of one created by cricket. It will have
prominent former players and coaches
who will play a crucial role in developing
academies and scouting for talent. “TRW
has Aman Sharma, SAI coach, will be
TRW Chairman, India coach S. Baskar
who is with SAI and has been deputed to
BFI. We also have Arnika Gujar Patil, a
FIBA Instructor, and former India star
Ramkumar in TRW,” he said.

BFI is currently embroiled in a legal
battle with the Indian National Basketball
League (INBL), but Aadhav believes that
it will not interfere with the league’s
commencement and that they will win
the judicial dispute. “We believe that the
legal battle will not be a deterrent to
starting the League,” he said.

According to Aadhav, the league
ownership remaining with the BFI will
ensure that its sustainability in the long
run. “BFI is clear that ownership with us.
Cricket’s (IPL) success was because of
that. We want it to be sustainable. We
want to take small steps, not big steps.
We will win all the legal battles,” he said.

Break-even

Knowing pretty well that all not leagues
are profitable in India, Aadhav has
worked out the details and is hopeful that
he will break even. “Very few leagues,
including the IPL, are profitable. There
are viewers, more contributions but the
returns are not that great. We are
confident of breaking even,” he said.

To buttress his point that he is a doer,
Aadhav has constructed the National
Sports Centre on the outskirts of the city
(Uthandi, ECR near Chennai). It has
wonderful facilities for the Indian teams
to hold camps, and allows them to
engage in match analysis, recovery, and
weight sessions in the gym without any
hindrance.

“We have 5x5 and 3x3 courts, a
gymnasium, a swimming pool, physio
centre, video analytics room, 100m &
200m track and a beach volleyball
court,” he said.

Aadhav and his officials are confident
that the League will happen as planned.
If and when it happens, it will be a
red-letter day for Indian basketball.

GETTY IMAGES
THE GIST

v

The man behind the
soon-to-be-launched
professional basketball league,
BFI President: Aadhav, is
confident that the league will
change the face of Indian
basketball and is occupied in
ensuring that everything falls in
place.

“Once the organising partner
for the league is finalised (likely
on June 25), the league will
begin in six to eight months’
time,” said Aadhav.

v

“Competing with professional
foreign players in the league
will be a huge learning curve
for Indians, Indian basketball
player Muin opined. “The BFI
will get to know what facilities
are needed to improve the lot
of Indians as compared to
foreigners.”
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Four new studies report progress
towards long-awaited HIV vaccine

Researchers at the Scripps Research Institute and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology have outlined two nanoparticle-based vaccine
candidates: N332-GT5 and eOD-GT8. These novel vaccines could help the body make two classes of broadly neutralising antibodies to attack HIV

Arun Panchapakesan

An African elephant matriarch leads her calves
away from danger in northern Kenya. Ap

n early 1981, Michael Gottlieb, an
assistant professor at the University
of California Los Angeles Medical
Centre, wanted to teach some
tenets of immunology to a post-doctoral
fellow in his laboratory. Dr. Gottlieb asked
the post-doc to select a patient from the
hospital who displayed some
immunological features that they might
find interesting. The post-doc found a
patient who had a relatively rare infection
called pneumocystis pneumonia and had
been admitted after sudden, unexplained

Elephants call
each other by
name, study
suggests

weight loss.

During the course of their discussion,
the hospital doctors referred four more
patients with the same infection. Dr.
Gottlieb published a paper detailing these
five cases in a small American journal
called Morbidity and Mortality Weekly. At
the time, Dr. Gottlieb had no idea his
paper was about to change the field of

immunology forever.

That paper was the first report of
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome

(AIDS).

No vaccine for AIDS

Today, nearly half a century after Dr.
Gottleib’s landmark publication, AIDS still
has no vaccine or cure. This anomaly in
humanity’s otherwise remarkable track

record in tackling major infectious

diseases is a result of several factors. Chief
among them is that the replication of the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV),
which causes AIDS, is an incredibly

error-prone process that results in

multiple variants of the virus circulating.
The sheer number of all the different

strains circulating in the world is in fact

the biggest challenge to an HIV vaccine

today.

To put it in perspective, HIV has more
variants circulating in a single patient at
any given point of time than influenza
cumulatively generates in one year in all
influenza patients around the world

combined. And influenza is the

second-best virus in terms of genetic

variation.

Starring role for B-cells

When the immune system encounters a
virus, one of its responses is to produce
antibodies highly specific to proteins on
the virions’ surface. Each antibody is
unique to a small piece of a given protein,
and the immune system can generate
antibodies against any given fragment of

any protein.

The immune system does this by
starting with a pool of specialised cells
that produce antibodies, called B-cells.
Each B-cell produces an antibody unique
to one protein fragment. When a B-cell
encounters a similar protein fragment on
a foreign object — say, a virus or a bacteria

— it begins to divide and refine the

antibody until it binds perfectly to the
target. These antibodies then bind to their
corresponding pieces on the viral surface,
rendering them incapable of further
infection. The body then retains some of
these specific antibody-producing cells in

case of a future infection.

A vaccine aims to generate these
antibodies prior to viral infection so that
whenever a virus enters the body, the
antibodies can neutralise the virus and
prevent it from initiating an infection. The
vaccine basically provides the immune
system with a head-start by allowing the

bNAD, a sliver of hope

hundreds more.

rare in the starting pool.

body to make antibodies without an
infection with the real virus.

However, when multiple variants of the
same virus exist, generating antibodies
against all the different variants
simultaneously becomes very difficult. In
the case of most viruses, the immune
system ultimately does catch up. But
against HIV, it doesn’t because of the
sheer volume of different variants that are
circulating, overwhelming the immune
system’s ability to generate new
antibodies. In fact, by the time the
immune system makes antibodies against
a few strains, the virus will have produced

In the early 1990s, scientists noticed
that in a small subset of HIV-infected
individuals, a new kind of antibody was
being produced that could neutralise a
large number of circulating viral strains.
These broadly neutralising antibodies
(bNAD) worked by targeting areas of the
viral proteins that the virus couldn’t
afford to change, since doing so would
make it lose infectivity. Scientists have
since discovered many bNAbs, and they
are classified into different groups based
on the region of HIV they target. Some of
these bNADs can effectively neutralise
more than 90% of circulating strains.

But there is a catch: a body usually
takes years to make bNAbs, and by then,
the virus has already evolved to escape
them. It takes years because the parental
B-cell that makes the bNADs is incredibly

Light at the tunnel’s end?
The challenge, therefore, has been to

e

strains.

Researchers demonstrated the efficacy
of their vaccine candidates in mice and
macaques. These can now be used as
model systems for future studies. The
candidate vaccines are currently being
evaluated in a phase-1 clinical trial to
assess their performance in humans

make the immune system produce these
bNADbs in large numbers in response to a
vaccine. The route to doing this, called
germline targeting, has three steps.

In the first step, those B-cells that can
mature into cells that can produce bNAb
are identified and engaged to increase
their population and prepare them for the
second-step, where a booster dose will
guide these cells into generating stronger
bNADbs against HIV. The third and final
step is to refine these bNAbs such that
they can neutralise a wide range of HIV

After years of painstaking failures,
researchers have established a possible
roadmap for the first two steps of
germline targeting for two groups of
bNAbs. Four papers recently published in
Science journals outlined two promising
nanoparticle-based vaccine candidates:
N332-GT5 and eOD-GTS8. The teams,
based out of the Scripps Research
Institute and the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, both in the U.S., showed
that using these novel vaccines, it may be
possible to engage B-cells to make two
different classes of bNAbs.

The teams demonstrated the efficacy of
their vaccine candidates in two forms,

Afalse-coloured scanning electron micrograph of HIV-1 budding (in green) from cultured lymphocyte, 1984. HIV has more variants circulating in a single patient
at any given point of time than influenza cumulatively generates in one year in allinfluenza patients around the world combined, creating a vaccine
development nightmare. u.s. cDC

protein and mRNA. The latter is
important because mRNA vaccines are
easy to develop and produce. In both
cases, the antibodies generated in
response to the vaccine were shown by
structural analysis to bind to the HIV
proteins in a manner similar to that of
established bNAbs. Further, the groups
also demonstrated the efficacy of their
vaccine candidates in two different
animal models, mice and macaques.
These animals can now be used as model
systems for future studies. The candidate
vaccines are currently being evaluated in
a phase-1 clinical trial to assess their
performance in humans.

The research groups have also
reported a possible candidate for step II
of germline targeting. A protein fragment
called g28v2 appears to be able to guide
the cells into making bNAbs. Further
research in this direction to evaluate its
properties is ongoing.

HIV demands patience
While these four papers do imply
progress in developing a B-cell based
vaccine for HIV after decades of
frustrating wait, we must refrain from
celebrating too early. Results from mouse
and macaque models don’t always
translate to positive results in the human
system. The strategies reported by these
publications do have enormous potential
for vaccine development against other
RNA viruses such as influenza, various
coronaviruses, and hepatitis C — but our
past failures have also taught us to remain
sceptical with HIV until the very end.
(Arun Panchapakesan is an assistant
professor at the Y.R. Gaithonde Centre for
AIDS Research and Education, Chennai.)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

A tribute to the universe’s nonmetals

Vasudevan Mukunth

A
QUESTION 1

Just five nonmetals account for most of
the earth’s atmosphere, crust, and the
oceans. They are carbon, nitrogen,
oxygen, silicone,and . Fillin
the blank. Hint: This element is the
most abundant in the universe, forming

only 370,000 years after the Big Bang.

A
QUESTION 2

Most nonmetals are either solids or
gases at room temperature and
pressure. The sole exceptionis _______ s
which is a liquid. Its surface often
features a top of burgundy-hued fumes;
you may have encountered them if you
took chemistry in high school. Fill in the
blank.

CM
K

A
QUESTION 3

Elements whose properties are a mix of
those of metals and nonmetals are
called metalloids. Many of them are not
very expensive but two in particular are
more expensive than gold, with an
estimated cost of around $100 million
per gram in 2013. Name them.

A
QUESTION 4

Only three nonmetals exhibit both good
thermal conductivity and good
electrical conductivity. Two of them are
carbon and arsenic. Name the third.
Hint: Its chemical symbol is Sb, and
there is considerable confusion about
the origins of its name itself.

A

QUESTION 5
In X’s theory of metals, the Sun’s heat

causes the earth to exhale either a dry
vapour or a moist vapour. Within the
earth, X continued, the moist vapour
produced metals and the dry one
nonmetals. Name X.

Answers to June 11 quiz

1. Co-inventor with Walther Miller of
the device to detect radiation

- Ans: Hans Geiger

2. Device using charged wires to detect
particles’ paths - Ans: Wire chamber
3. Chamber that detects radiation with
a liquid high in potential energy

- Ans: Bubble chamber

4. Material of photographic plates on
which silver salts were deposited

- Ans: Glass

5. Materials that produce light flashes
when energetic particles strike them

- Ans: Scintillators

First contact: Rahul Nair | Shival Shukla
| K.N. Viswanathan | Anmol Agrawal

q

Please send in your answers to
science@thehindu.co.in

A

Visual: The American chemicals company DuPont first discovered the compound
shown above, a polymer of carbon (grey) and fluorine (green) atoms, in 1938. It is
famously water-repellent. What is its brand name? PUBLIC DOMAIN

Reuters

Over the years, researchers who study
elephants have noticed an intriguing
phenomenon. Sometimes, when an
elephant makes a vocalisation to a group
of other elephants, all of them respond.
Yet, sometimes, when that same elephant
makes a similar call to the group, only a
single individual responds.

Could it be that elephants address each
other by the equivalent of a name? A new
study involving wild African savannah
elephants in Kenya supports this idea.

The researchers analysed vocalisations
— mostly rumbles generated by elephants
using their vocal cords, similar to how
people speak — made by more than 100
elephants in Amboseli National Park and
Samburu National Reserve.

Using a machine-learning model,
researchers identified what appeared to
be a name-like component in these calls
identifying a specific elephant as the
intended addressee. The researchers then
played audio for 17 elephants to test how
they would respond to a call apparently
addressed to them as well as to a call
apparently addressed to some other
elephant.

The elephants responded more
strongly on average to calls apparently
addressed to them. When they heard
such a call, they tended to behave more
enthusiastically, walk toward the audio
source and make more vocalisations than
when they heard one apparently meant
for someone else.

Elephants are highly intelligent,
have keen memory, are known
for their problem-solving skills,
and engage in complicated
behaviour while socialising

The study’s findings indicate elephants
“address one another with something like
aname”, according to behavioural
ecologist Mickey Pardo of Cornell
University and formerly of Colorado State
University, lead author of the study
published on Monday in the journal
Nature Ecology & Evolution.

“Certainly, in order to address one
another in this way, elephants must learn
to associate particular sounds with
particular individuals and then use those
sounds to get the attention of the
individual in question, which requires
sophisticated learning ability and
understanding of social relationships,” Dr.
Pardo said.

“The fact that elephants address one
another as individuals highlights the
importance of social bonds — and
specifically, maintaining many different
social bonds — for these animals,” he
added.

Elephants are the planet’s largest land
animals and are highly intelligent. They
are known for keen memory, their
problem-solving skills, and sophisticated
communication. Previous research has
shown that they engage in complicated
behaviour — visual, acoustic, and tactile
gestures — when greeting each other.

Why would an elephant call another
elephant by “name”?

“We don’t know exhaustively but from
our analysis it appears commonly during
contact calls where an elephant calls to
another individual, often by name,” said
Colorado State University conservation
biologist and study co-author George
Wittemyer, chair of the scientific board of
the conservation group Save the
Elephants.

“It was also common among a
mother’s rumbles to her calves, often to
calm them down or check in with them.
We thought we would find it in greeting
ceremonies, but it was less common in
those types of vocalisations,” Dr.
Wittemyer added.
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