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JEE (ADV.) 2024 RESULTS

he _iaalmmg for the stars!
Meet "j‘*:\’":"..JEE champion, AVIK DAS.

" Inthe small town of Alipurduar, West Bengal, Avik’s
passion for astrophysics began with his grandfather,
amath teacher who inspired his love for science.

il Determined to become an astrophysicist, he knew
- excelling in JEE was crucial.

A He joined ALLEN Online Programs and started his JEE prep
ﬁﬁm the comfort of his home, while also gearing up for NEET.

quickly felt that the live classes, guidance from his
teachers and personalised study tools onthe ALLEN app,
were bringing him closer to his starry dreams.

?’f;m_hehasscnred 307/360 in JEE (Adv) 2024!

m mure groundbreaking is that he has also scored
705, 20 in NEET (UG) 2024 & topped the West Bengal

State Board with 99.2%.
We are proud to have him in the ALLEN family.

o

_EI%'!E] Scan the QR code to watch
.‘qﬁ% Avik Das talk about his incredibly
o gl ~ inspirational journey.

G5

AVIK DAS JEEADV. 2024 ‘ NEET(UG) 2024
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e Customised practice quizzes e Follow the latest exam pattern & syllabus
e 24/7 doubt resolution e Curated 5,000+ practice questions
e Personalised improvement plan » Personalised study tools on the
+ Regular mentorship and guidance ALLEN app
1in every 2 ALLEN app students qualified for JEE (Adv) ‘24 Starting at < 3,999

Al l E  Join Online Programs for Hurry!
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NEW DELHI, JUNE §

standing on the ramparts of
the Rashtrapati Bhavan that
sparkled with hues of the Th-
colour, BJP veteran Narendra
Modi on Sunday took oath as
the Prime Minister for the
thimd consecutive time, enter-
ing the leapue of predecessor
Jawahardal Nehru.

After he arrived to frenzied
cheers of “Modi Modi” from
sections of an over 8,000-
strong pathering, Modi was
administered the oath of
office and secrery by Presi-
dent Droupad: Murmu.

Later, 71 members of the
Council of Ministers — 31
Cabinet mnk, five ministers
of state (independ ent charge)
and 36 ministers of state took
oath at a prand event on the
Rashtrapati Bhavan fore-
court, attended by heads of
seven neighbouring nations
barrmpg Pakistan, top bus-
ness  honchos,  including
Mukesh Ambami and Gau-
tam Adani, celebrated actors
from Rajnikant and Shah
Rukh Khan to Anil Kapoor
transgenders, rat-hole min-
ers and sanitation worers,

Eve on growth momentum
and reform, which he has
stressed as the goals of his
third term, Modi (73)
stamped the Union Cabinet
with continuty:

Nineteen of the 26 outgoing
Cabinet ministers {(a whop-
ping T3 per cent) have been
retained, induding Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah, Nitin

B s 7 ey Gl A B

11 berthstoallies;
womenministers
downfrom10to7

The ruling NDA partners
have pgot 11 of the T2
Union Council of Minister
berths in the new BJP-led
dispensation. Of the 11,
frve are Cabinet posts,
which have gone to differ-
ent allies — former Bihar
CM Jitan Ram Manji of
HAM: former Kamataka
CM HD Kumarmswamy of
the JD (5); Rajeev Ranjan
singh Lalan of the JD({U),
Ram Mohan Naidu of the
TDP and Chirag Paswan
of the LJP (Ram Vilas)
The number of women
ministers has come down
from 10to seven.

In the outgoing Council
of Ministers, there wasno
Cabinet rank minister
from the NDA. It s learnt
the TDP could get two
maore berths in the future
Cabinet expansion.

Gadkari, Nimmala Sithara-
man, 5 Jaishankar, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Pivush Goyal,
Hardeep Puri, Dharmendrma
Pradhan, Mansukh Man-
daviva and Virendra Kumar.
Rajnath, Shah, Gadkari, Nir-
mala, Jaishankar and Vaish-
naw are expected to retan
Defence, Home, Transport,
Fnance, Extemal Affairs
and Raibways, respectively.
As reported by The Tribune,

-
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets invitees during the swearing-in ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi. reuters

Modi wall retain key stmategic
ministries to continue the
frowth push, wtal to his
pledge of making India the
wodd's third largest econo-
my. Eleven new entrants to
the Cabinet are BJP chief JP
Nadda, whose term as party
president ends on June 16;
formerchief ministers Shivraj
singh Chouhan of Madhyva

Pradesh, Jitan Ram Manjhi of

Bihar, ML Ehattar of Harvana

and HD Eumaraswamy of

Kamataka: Annapuma Singh
of Jharkhand; semdor tnbal
leader from Odisha Jual
Ormam, veteran Gujarat BJP
leader CR Patil and three rep-
resentatives of NDA parties —
Munger MP Rajeev Ranjan

Singh, alias Lalan Singh, of

the JIDNTT), threeterm
Srikakulam MP of the TDP
Ram Mohan Naidu and LJP's
Chirag Paswan.

The most prominent Cabinet
ministers among seven to be
dropped are Anurag Thakour
who just offset his four-term
anti-incumbency in Himachal
Pradesh's Hamirpur to win a
fifth Lok Sabha term, and
Smnti Irani, who lost Amethi
to Congress worker KL Shar-
ma. Agun Munda Narayan
Rane, RK Singh, Mahendra
Nath Pandey and Parashottam
Rupala are other ministers
who failed to make the cut this
time. Anurag is likely to get a
plum organisational role with
sources saving he oould be
gmomed to lead in Himachal

Pradesh. All three ministers of

state in the outgoing Modi
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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72-member Council of Ministers takes oath; |
Anurag among 7 Cabinet ministers dropped
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President Droupadi Murmuadministersthe cath of office to Narendra Modi
a5 Prime Minister & Rashtrapati Bhavan in Mew Delhi. 7

NADDA 3 EX-CMs MAKE THE CUT

1P Nadda ML Khattar

Anurag Thakur En'lrrtl Irani

"
Shmajﬁhnuhan

DROPPED FROM TEAM MODI
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MORE INSIDE
Former CM Beant's legacy helps Bittu pip Sandhu
Eye on Haryana poll, NDA inducts 3 of 5 MPs from state
Khattar's journey from RSS pracharak to Union minister
Council of Ministers features 33 first-timers

9 dle as bus comes under terror attack in J&K

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMU, JUNE §
At least nine personswere killed
and 33 dthers were mjured
when a bus carrving pilgrims
milled down a gorge after itcame
under heavy finng by termnsts
n Reas distnet of Jammu divi-
SN on Sunday evening,
sources i the mtelligence
said thebullets were targeted at
the bus dnover, dentified as
Voay who lost control over the

20 rounds of AK-47, M4
carbine found atsite:
mostvictims from P

vehicle due to which it veered
offthe road and fell into agorge.

Reports suppested that at
least nine  persons suc-
cumbed due to the impact the
bus suffered from the bullets
and also after it plunged into
the gorge. The toll can goup

as several injured are critical,
Reasi Senor Superinten-
dent of Pohee (SSP) Mohita
Shamma said terronsts tarpet-
ed the bus that started from
Shiv Khon towards Katra.
“Nine people are dead and 33
are injured. The rescue oper-
tion has been completed. The
victims are not locals and we
can imitially saythey belong to
UF" she said. She said the
injured had been shifted to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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MODI'S NDA=NAIDU+NITISH

Sworn in for third term, Modi becomes second |
PM after Nehru to secure this historic feat

Cong president Kharge attends grand event at
Rashtrapati Bhavan; most oppn leaders skip

. Be humble, rise to peoples
hopes, PM tells ministers

ADITI TANDON

THIRENE NEVS RENVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE §
In the first message to the

members of his new Council of

Ministers, Pnme Minister
Narendma Modi on Sunday
said “a tree laden with fnuts
always bends kow”

The PM's top messapes to
the ministersof NDA 3.0, whom
he metat noon fortea beforethe
cfficial evening sweanng-in
were “humility  transparency
and accountability”.

“Btay humble. People hike
those who have the capacty to
shivw humility. Be respectful to
felow pariamentanans and offi

WORK DILIGENTLY

2% People like those who
have the capacity toshow
humility. Whatever task is
assignedtoyou, doitdiigently,

sincerely. Narendra Modi, #y

cery” the PM sud to the nmimas-
ers-designate.  Stressing  the
continuty of the BIRlked NDA
govermnment, the PM urged the
mirnasters to collaborate, work
as a team and to never come-
promise on probity, “Whatewv-
er task 1s assigned to vou, do
it diligently, sincerely Be
mindful of the fact that vou

Bittu: Will actasbridge
between Centre, Punjab

NITIN JAIN
LUDHIANA , JUNE §
In a surpn se and what he him-
sel fealls a“totally unesgpect
move  threetime Congress
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu, who
unsuccessfully contested the
Lok Sabha election from Lud-
hiana on the BJIP ticket, was
on Sunday inducted into the
Council of Ministers.

The grandson of slain Pun-
Jab CM Beant Singh will be the

Says resolving farmers’
issues his top priority

saffron party’s Sikh face inthe
NDA government The BJP
lost all 13 padiamentary seats
in Punjab, which 1t contested
alone for the first tme since
1996 after parting ways with its
long-time  ally SAD. Fom
being Rahul Gandhi's “sol
dier” to “Modi's man” in his

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

must accord due respect and
dignity to all fellow MPs, orre-
spective of the parties they
represent,” the PM said.

Attendees said the PM was
upbeat, stressed the historics-
ty of the mandate the people
had grven to the NDA govern-
ment by repeating it for the
third time —a first smoee 1962
— and flagged the need for
accountability:

“We have to be accountable
to the people for this massive
mandate. We have to rise to
ther expectations.” said the
PM., with the BJP this time
failing to touch the simple
majority on its own.

SIT formed to probe
Kangana slap case;
protest in Mohali

mMoHALE An SIT headed by
the Mohali SP has been
formed to pmobe the Kangana
Ranaut slapping case. SP City
Harbir Singh Atwal said, *A
woman member will also be
nominated. We will look into
all aspects and ghve report
soon.” Meanwhile, amund
1000 acthasts of fammer
unions took out a march seek-
ing justice for CISF constable
Kubwinder Kaur, booked in
the case on June 6. INSIDE
EDIT: KANGANA 'SLAPGATE

Two berths in kitty, TDP keen on spl
package for Amravati capital project

TOPchief M Chand mbabu Naidu
with BiharCW Mitish Kumar, Pm

SATYA PRAKASH

NEW DELHI, JUNE 9

Having secured 16 seats in the
18th Lok Sabha to become the
most crucial ally of the BJP in
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), the N Chan-
drababu Nadu-led Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) appears to
have chosen to focus on a
financial package from the

Likely toget two more
berthsin next expansion

Centre for Andhra Pradesh.
Despite bemg the second-larpest
coalition partner in the NDA,
anly twn TDP MPs were adniin-
1stered cath as ministers in the
Mod: 3.0 Government on Sun-
day TDP MP K Bam Mohan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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HARYANA

Eye on Assembly elections, BJP inducts 3

of five MPs from Haryana into Modi govt '

Karnal MP Manohar Lal Khattar gets Cabinet berth | Rao Inderjit, Krishan Pal Gurjar retained as MoS
WOOING VARIOUS COMMUNITIES

GEETANJALL GAYATRI

THIHIEN E XEWESEHVIC N

CHAN DIGARH, JUNE 9
With three of the five newly
elected Members of Parlia-
ment from Harvana being
accommodated as ministers
in PM Narendra Modi-led
NDA government at the Cen-
tre, the BJP deardy hasan eve
on the state Assembly elec-
tions to be held i October.

The party today inducted
former Chief Minister and
Karnal MP Manohar Lal
Ehattar as Cabinet minister,
while six-time MP Rao Inder-
jit Singh and Krishan Pal
Gurjar, both ministers in the
previous term of the NDA
government, were sworn in
as Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) and Minister of
State, respectively.

The party deciding to
accommodate three of five
MPs in the cabinet from a

“small state” like Harvana
indicates that the BJP is
working towards consolidat-
ing non-Jat votes ahead of
the Assembly pall.

Though in the past also,
Modi has had three ministers
from Haryana in the Council
of DMinisters, 1t was on
account of a larger number of
seats unlike this time when
the party is down to half’ its
tally of 2019.

The elections in Harvana
are divided along caste lines
and the BJIP sees non-Jats as
their vote bank.

By inducting first-time MP
Ehattar as Cabinet minister,
the party has tried to placate
the Punjabi community that
had been feeling “hurt” by
the party leadership's move
to replace Khattar with CM
Nayab Singh Saini. The com-
munity had stood frmly
behind the BJP ever since it

® By inducting first-time MP
and former CM Manohar
Lal Khattar as Cabinet
minister, the BIP hastried
to placate the Punjabi
community

® By giving Inderjita berth in
the Council of Ministers,

the party has tried to
reward the Ahircommunity
that backed it in LS pall

| ™ The BJP is hoping to cash

in an its Gurjar vote bank
in the upcoming Assembly
elections by accommeodat-
ing Krishan Pal Gurjar

assumed power in the state in
2014. The party leaders, even
at that time, had maintained
that Khattar a close confi-
dant of PM Narendra Modi,
would graduate to a bigger
role at the Centre, but it did
not seem to have cut ice with
the community this election.
By goving him a Cabinet
rank, the BJP wants to
appease the Punjabi commu-
nity and send out a message
that Khattar continues to be
“powerful” within the party
and in the povernment.

Rao Inderjit gets third term
as minister in Team Modi

SUMEDHA SHARMA

THIHIN E XEW S5 EHCICE

GURUGRAM, JUNE 9
Rao Indenjit Singh, who has
become the fist Harvana
politician to reach Parbament
for the sixth time, has made it
to the Modi Couneil of Minis-
ters for thind consecutive term.,

Rao, a veteran Ahir leader
who switched to the BJP n
2014, has managed to win Lok
Sabha election s consecutively
for five terms. He had made a
record by securing the highest
numberof votes in the state in
the 2019 elections. In a bnef
conversation with The Tn-
bune, Rao said that he consid-
ered this mnduction as vet
another chance to serve the
people of Harvana.

“My representation in the
Cabinet is the people’s repre-
sentation. We got major proj-
erts in the past 10 yvears, but
these five vears will break all
records,” said Han.

Pnor to this, he served the
Modi government for last two
terms as Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge),
Planning, Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation and
Planning, and Union Minister
of State, Ministry of Defence.

The veteran Ahir leader Rao
Inderjit started his political
career m 1977 from Jatusana

Rao | nderjit

LB " GOOD PERFORMANCE

Rao Inderjit Singh is the first
Haryana politician to reach
Padiament for thesixthtime

® He has managed to win Lok
Sabha elections consacute-
by for five terms

B He had made a record by
securing the highest number
afvotes in the state inthe
2019 elections

B Prior to this, he served the
Modi government for last

| two terms as Union Minis-

ter of State

Assembly (now Knsli). In Jatu-
sana, which was the tmditional
seat of his father Rao Birender
Singh, he was fielded as the
political heir of his family and
has since managed to main-
taina stronghold in Ahirwal,

Rao remained a member of
the Harvana Lepislative
Aszsembly four times from
1977 to 1982, 1982 to 1987 and
1991 to 1996 and again from
2000 to 2004. From 1986 to
1987, he was given the
responsibility of Minister of
State (Independent Charge).
Planning Food and Civil Sup-
plies, in the Harvana Gov-
ernment. From 19891 to 1996,
he was a Cabinet Minister in
the state government.

He also handled mmportant

Ahead of Assembly pol],
BJP plays OBC card

RAVINDER SAINI

ROHTAK, JUNE §

The BJP has played the OBC
card by inducting its two
MPsbelonging tothis catego-
ry to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led NDA govern-
ment's Council of Ministers
ahead of the Assembly poll
that 15 due in October,

The elevation of Gurugram
MP Rao Inderjit and Farid-
abad MP Knshan Pal Gugaris
believed to be an effort to woo
OBC voters in the Assembly
election as well because the
reins of Harvana are alreadyin
the hands of another OBC
leader, Nayab Singh Saini,
who was appointed Chaef Min-
ister in place of Manohar Lal
Ehattar in March before the
Lok Sabha poll.

“Although Rao and Gurjar
have been ministers in the
previous Council of Ministers
of the Modi government, giv-
mg them berths this time —
since the Chief Minister is also
from OBC class — undoubt-
edly is part of the BJP's strat-
epy to focus on OBC electors,
It is a bid to gain political
mileage in upcoming Assem-
bly poll asthe party managed
to Fet a considerable chunk of
the OBC vote bank in the Lok
Sabha elections,” said a polit-
ical analyst.

Inducts both OBC MPs
Inderjit, Gurjar in Modi
Council of Ministers

Interestingly, only two MPs
from OBC have been elected
from the state in this Lok Sab-
ha poll. Both of them are from
the BJP and have been includ-
ed in the Counal of Minister

Out of 10 elected MPs in
Harvana, three are Jats, two
are OBC, one each belongs to
Brahmin, Pungabi and busi-
ness  commuinity while  the
remaining two are SCs.

On the other hand, support-
ers of Bhiwani-Mahendragarh
MP Dharambir Singh are dis-
appointed after not finding the
name of ther leader in the hist
of Central government’s min-
isters. Dhammbir made a hat-
trick in the Lok Sabha poll by
defeating Congress’ nominee
RaoDan Singh.

“This time, we were guite
confident about a ministerial
berth for our leader The BJP
could have appeased people of
farming communities ahead
of the Assembly poll by elevat-
mg him a5 minister, but we
became disappointed on come-
mg to know that he was not
being inducted in Modi Coun-
cil of Ministers,” said one of
Dharambir's supporters.

departments like Environ-
ment and Forest and Medical
and Technical Education. His
father Rap Birender Singh
made him the Lok Sabha can-
didate in his stead 1n 1998 for
the Mahendragarh Lok Sabha
seat. Hao Inderjit entered Par-
liament and became a mem-
ber of the 12th Lok Sabha.
The stint was short-ived as
he faced his first defeat in the
very next election in 1999 but
came back in 2004 and has
never looked back. From 19938
to 1999, Rao was also a mem-
berof the Parliament's Stand-
ing Committee on Science and
Technology, Environment and
Forests, In 2004, he was agam
elected to the 14th Lok Sabha
from Mahendragarh seat

Sources said by gFving
Inderjit a berth in the Council
of Ministers, the party had
achieved the twin objective of
gving him his due as also
rewarding the Ahir commu-
nity that stood with the party
in the recently concluded
Lok Sabha elections.

While the BJP could not
have overlooked Inderjit's
claim piven his seniority
sources samd the party also
wanted to duly recognise the
Ahir community’s support
on Gurgacon and Bhiwani-

Mahendergarh seats, Howey-
er, he has not been promoted
as Cabinet minister
Giventhe party's emphatic
win from Faridabad ina dash
of the Gujars (the BJP had
fielded Krishan Pal Gugar,
while the Conpress fielded
Mahendra Pratap), the BJP is
hoping to cash inon its Gur-
jar vote bank inthe Assembhy
elections by accommodating
Krizshan Pal Gurjar.
Meanwhile, the CM today
announced handing over
possession certificates of 100
zq ft plots to 7500 BPL fami-
lies, while depositing RKs 1
lakhin the accounts of 12,500
beneficianes who oould not
be given plots. He was aceom-
panied by the party’s two SC
faces, Rajyva Sabha MP Kris-
han Lal Panwar and vice-
president of the party's
women's cell Banto Kataria,
indicating the party's out-

reach programme to tap and
win back the 5Cs.

Sources in the BJP said the
representation given to the
three communities indicated
that the war between the BJP
and the Congress was far
from over “Our party and its
leaders would leave nothing
to chance ahead of the
Assembly poll. ' We will come
back to power for the third
time " said a senior leader

The party, it seems, has ree-
oncaled tothe fact that it can-
not make inmads into the Jat
vote bank that stands wath
former Chief Minister and
Congress leader Bhupinder
singh Hooda, This also prob-
ably explains why the par-
ty's Bhiwani-Mahendergarh
MP Dharmvir Singh, a Jat,
was not considered for a
ministerial berth despite a
tough contest and his third
consecutive win.

Gurjar scores double hat-trick
as LS MP & Union minister

B ENDRA AHLAWAT
FARIDABAD, JUNE §

Krishan Pal Gurjar, who
made a hat-trick by getting
elected as Lok Sabha MP
from Faridabad in the
recently concluded elec-
tions, came out successful
in making it to the Modi
Council of Ministers for the
third time in a row.

He is perhaps the first MP
from Faridabad to have this
achieverment. Gurjar, who
had been a Minister of State
for Heavy Industries in the
Modi-2 manistry (2019-24) has
been inducted on a similar
rank this time.

Describing his induction in
the Council of Ministers as
an expected development,
(opal Sharma, a former dis-
trict president of the BJPE
said that this would help
Faridabad constituency
attain new heights with
regamd to development.

He szaid the induction of
three MPs from Harvana in
the Modi ministrywas a mat-
ter of great happiness as it
would help the state pet a
privileged status, perhaps for
the first time.

67-vear-old Gurjar has been
the Minister of State for Pow-

Krishan Pal Gurjar

STINTS AT CENTRE

®Ejected asMP for the first

time in 2014, hewas induct
edasMos for Road Transport
and Highways and Shipping.
However, his ministry was |at-
erchangedto Sodal Justice

and Em powerment

B He continued with the posi-
tionof MoS for Social Justice
and Empowerrment from
201910 2021 Shifted asMire
ister of State for Heawy Indus-
tries in 2021, he continued
with the portfaliotillthe elec
tion held last month

er and Heavy Industries m
the outpoing Union ministry.
Elected as MP for the first
time in 2014, he had been
mducted as Minister of State
for Road Transport and
Highways and Shipping.
However, his ministry was
later changed to Soaal Jus-
tice and Empowerment.

He continued with the posi-
tion of Minister of State for
Social Justice and Empower-
ment in the period between
2019 and 2021. Shifted as
Minister of State for Heavy
Industriesin 2021, he contin-
ued with the portfolio till the
election held last month.

While Gurjar had won by a
margin of 4.66 lakh votes m

Despite curbs, illegal mining goes

onin Aravallibelt; govt seeks report

BITENDRA AHLAWAT
FARIDABAD, JUNEY
The state govemment has
sought a regular compliance
report on violation of norms
regarding illegal mining and
unauthorised  construction
activity that tend to affect the
forest cover and greenery in
the Aravalh belt. The authori-
ties concerned have also been
asked o submit reports about
the measures taken for the
restoration of the forest cover

The matter come up at a
recent meeting, but directions
had already been given
regarding the mining of con-
struction material on forest
land. In an order passed on a
petition in 2022, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) had
directed the departments con-
cemed to file reports gving
information about the cone
plaints recaved regarding ille-
galmining and the action tak-
en. The authorities concerned
had also been directed not to
1ssue short-term permits for
the mining of ordinary clay in
the Armvalhs They were told
that the permit for the extrac-
tion of earth be pranted only
up to a depth of five feet on pri-
vate land.

The authorities concerned
had also been directed to keep
a strict vigil on activities that

,..5 »

An illegal structure on forest land in Surajkund area of Aravallis.

could result in illegal mining
and ensure a check on the
actmities of the mineral con-
cession holders, if any. The dis-
trict-level task force will con-
duect inspection twice a month
along with the videography of
checking and take legal action
against anyone found to be
violating nomms,

However, sources in the dis-
trit administration and
some individuals advocating
the protection of forests claim
that despite curbs on the
mining of materials under
the garb of private construce-
tion and unauthorised con-
struction, the norms were
gtill being violated, causing
constant damage to the ecolo-
gv and the environment of
the Aravall belt. “Large-scale
construction in the form of
farmhouses, marrigge par-

dens and commeraal activi-
ties have resulted in the
depletion of the preenery and
forest area in Surajkund and
neatby areas,” says Sunil
Harsana, a social activist,

Harsana ] that
encroachments and illegal
construction have damaged
greenery, leading to a
dechne in the forest cover.
“The distriet authorities,
which had demolished over
9,500 houses of the poor at
Khori village in 2021, have
failed totake action agamnst
140 unauthorised farmhous-
es entified m 2018, savs
Vishnu Goel, a resident.

sSandeep Singh, a member
of the district task force, savs
while the issue 15 reviewed
repulady, no activity of illegal
mining has been reported in
the Aravall belt.

2014 against the Congress
candidate, this margin went
up to 6.36 lakh votes in 2019,
Howewver, the margin got
reduced to just 1.72 lakh
the election held this time.
His mduction 15 considered
as a boon in view of the
upeoming state Assembly poll,
according o political anabysts.
A praduate from MD Uni-
versity, he started his politi-
cal career by getting elected
as Mumieipal Councillor in
1994, He became an MLA for
the first time in 1996 and
served as Transport Minister
in the Bansi Lal govemment
in Harvana from 1996 to
1999, He later served as BJP
state president of Harvana.
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BIP MP Manohar Lal Khattar takes oath in New DelhionSunday. mm

Khattars journey
from RSS pracharak
to Union minister

PARVEEN ARORA

KARNAL, JUNE 9

Enown as the fourth “Lal”
of Harvana politics, former
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar has once again
made headlines with his
meclusion in the PM Naren-
dra Modi's cabinet.

The inclusion marks
Ehattar's remarkable rise
from an RSS pracharak to
the CM of Harvana, and
now, to a Union minister.

Ehattar (T0) was a newcom-
er to electoral politics when
he was fielded from the Kar-
nal Assembly seat in 2014,
where he emerpged victorious
and was later elected as the
CM. He won the poll again in
2019 and continued to work
as CM. He stepped down on
March 12 this vear to make
way for Rurukshetra MP
Navab Singh Saini as CM. On
March 13. Khattar resigned
from the post of MLA. paving
the way for Saini to become
an MLA from Karnal.

The BJP replaced sitting
MP Sanjay Bhatia with
Ehattar m the recent Lok
Sabha elections from the
Karnal zeat, Khattar
secured victory over Con-
eress candidate Divvanshu
Budhiraja by 2.32.57T votes.

Boarn on May b, 1954, at Nin-
danavillage in Rohtak, Khat-
tar's RS5S journey began in
1977. By 1980, he became a
full-time R5S pracharak. He
Joined the BJP in 1994, quick-
by rising to the position of
organisation’s Feneral secre-
tary in Harvana.

CONTRIBUTED BY CEEFENDER DESWAL RAVIRDE R 54N, SHIV KUMAR SHARMA AND PARVEEN ARORA

JOINED BJP IN 1994
B Khattar's BSS journey began
in 1977, By 1980, he became

a fulkime RSS pracharak; he
Jaoined the BJP in 15994

B He was fielded from the
Karnal Assembly seat in
2014, where he emerged
vietorious and was later
elected as Haryana CM

® He stepped down an
March 12 this year and
Mayab Singh Saini became
the CM; Khattar won the
LS poll from Karmal seat

In 1996, EKhattar began
working with Narendra Modi
and played animportant mle
mn forming the BJP govem-
ment with DBansi Lal's
Harvana Vikas Party. Howev-
er, noticing the alliance was
costing dear to the party, he
favoured withdrawal of sup-
port from the government.
The BJP then decided to
extend outside support to
Om Prakash Chautala and
later that coalition with the
INLD won all 10 seats in
Haryana in the 1999 padia-
mentary elections.

Ehattar was appointed
Chairman of the Harvana
poll campaign panel for the
2014 LS elections that the
party won emphatically.

“Manohar Lal ji has done
mclusive development of
the state with a vision of
‘Harvana Ek, Harvanvi Ek.
His sensitivity for the mar-
pinalised comes from his
own humble background.”
sal Shashipal Meha, for-
mer state minister, who
worked with Khattar

e oo
# Haryana Diary

JJP scores over rivals at Rahaneali village

Hisar: Rahaneali village of Fatehabad district is perhaps the only village in the Lok Sabha
elections where the Jannayak Janata Party (1JP) maintained a lead over other rivals. The P
candidate, Ramesh Khatak, secured 329 vates in this village which has just one polling
booth. Congress candidate Kumari Selja polled 268 votes in thisvillage and BIP candidate
Ashok Tanwar got 95 votes. Notably, 1JP has polled less than one per cent votes in the Lok
Sabha poll and all ofits 10 candidates lost security deposits.

Defeat exposes cracks in BJP

Hisar: The defeat of the BJP in Hisar and Sirsa {reserved) Lok Sabha seats has exposed
cracks inthe party. This will naturally lead to the possibility of significant changes in the dis-
trict units in these two districts in the nearfuture, "Though the party has got the repart ofthe
role of party leaders in these districts, the party will wait for the installation of the next state
president. The party will definitely set things in order in these two districts soon after the new
state president takes charge,” said a leader.

Hooda Jr gets emotional

Rohtalke Congress' newlyelected MP Deepender Hooda got ermational when he reached his pall
office to meet supporters after winning Lok Sabha pollwith the highest margin in the state. His
supporterslified himon thelr shoulders. Later, avideo of him wiping tears also went viral on social
media. Asimilar situation happened with his mather Asha Hooda when Deepender reached
hameand met her. This victory otsiously meansa lot for the Hoodas inview of the upoaming
Assembly elections. Deepender had lost the 2019 Lok Sabha poll by a mere 7,503 vates,

Selja and Hooda factions vie for credit

Yamunanagar: The Congress performed well in Sadhaura Assembly segment of Yamunana-
gardistrict in the recentlyconcluded Lok Sabha elections. Taking a lead of 40,055 votes,
Congress candidate Varun Chaudhry got 98,531 vates from this reserved Assembly seg-
ment. The runner-up BIP candidate, Banto Kataria, bagged only 58,476 votes. Now, a credit
war has broken out between Kumari Selja's camp and faction headed by former Chief Minis-
ter Bhupinder Singh Hooda. Varun reportedly belongs to the Hooda faction. The main lead-
ersaf both factions are trying to take credit of the huge lead to cement their claiman ticket
In the coming Assembly elections.

independents get votes despite supporting BIP

Kamal: Two Independent candidates, Rajinder Arya Dadupurand Shamsher Singh Nain,
extended support to the BIP candidate and CM Nayab Singh Saini in the Karnal bypall.
Despite this, peoplestill cast their vates for therm with Dadupur receiving 212 vates and Nain
getting 143 votes, This indicates that people wereeither unaware ofthemextending support
tothe BJP or knowingly cast their votes for them to show their "anger” against the BIR
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DCstohold daily 75K BPLbenelficiaries to get possession ofplots: CM
camps to address

public grievances

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, [UNE§

Harvana Chief Secretary
TVSN Prasad has said that
the state povernment has
established a ‘Samandhan
Prakoshth’ (resolution cell)
in the Chief Secretary's

Office to resobhe public
ETEVANCes,
This ‘prakoshth’ will

organise ‘Samadhan Shivir’
(resolution camp) in each dis-
trict and sub-divisional head-
quarters on all working days
to resolve public grievances,

Prasad said this while
intermcting with mediaper-
sons here today., “These
camps will be organised
from 9 am to 11 am every-
day in all the districts and
the CS office will monitor
the complaints and their
disposal” he said.

He zaid that 1t has been
observed that pgenemlly,
public grievances mvolve
two stages — issues in poli
cyv and bottlenecks in the
implementation process.

The izsues relating to the
policy part will be resolved
at the state headquarters
level by the ‘prakoshth’ in
cobrdination with Adminis-
trative Secretaries while the
implementation bottle-
necks will be resolved in
‘samadhan shivir' through
the distict administration.

“T will hald meeting of the
‘prakoshth’ with the Admin-
istrative Secretanes toresolve
the policy 1ssues being faced
by the public in the 1mple-
mentation of various public
welfare schemes and issue
necessary directions through
the district adminastration o
remove the bottleneck in the
implementation of the
scheme.” he added.

PROCESS TO BE
MONITORED

» These camps will be
organised from9amto 11
am every day in all the
districts and the CS office
will monitor the
complaints and their
disposal TVsN Prasad, e sz

The Chief Secretary said
that as part of the pmo-
eramme, Deputy Commis-

gsioner, Superintendent of

Policey Deputy Commis-

gsioner of Police (HQ), Addi- |

tional Deputy Commission-
er, District Municipal
Commissioner,  Sub-Diwvi-
gsional Officers (Civil) (HQ)
and SDO (C) and Deputy
Superintendent of Police
and other officers in inde-
pendent sub-divisions in
the district will sit together
daily in the Deputy Com-
missioner's and SDO (Civil)

office and resolve public !

anevances. Further the
Deputy Commissioner con-
cemed may co-opt any oth-
er officer as required.

He: said that the statewas 10
per cent short of s power
equirement and  had
explored purchase of addi-
tional units from the North-
East and Himachal Pradesh.
“Alsn, southem states, where
the monsoon arrmves earty,
have been contacted” he
gaid. On the water orisis in
Harvana Prasad said that
pnvate tankers had been
deplorved by the
Health Department to supply
water and the distncts wen
making arrangements. He
said that the issue of discrep-

ancies in property IDs would |

be removed at the eadiest.

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE §

To provide housing for the
underpnvileged, the govern-
ment, under the Mukhva-
mantri Gramin Aawas Yojana,
will issue possession certifi-

cates of 100 sg ft plots to over

7000 PBPL beneficianes.
Besides the distribution of
these certificate s, regastration
of the respective plots will
also be done on the spot.

This announcement was

made by CM Navab Singh
Samnd at a press conference
today. He said while he would
hand over possession certifi-
cates in Sonepat, similar
events would be held in other
districts by ministers and
MLAs smmultaneously. He
was accompanied by Rajva
Sabha member Krishan Lal
Panwar and BJP's Ambala
candidate Banto Kataria.
Thking adig at the Congress,
he said the Congress govern-
ment had promised to allocate

100 SQ YD PLOTS

BCM Nayab Singh Saini will hand over pos-
session certificates of 100 sq yd plots to

BPL beneficiaries in Sonepat

B Similar programmes will be held in
other districts by ministers and

MLAS simultaneously

plots to the poor under the
Mahatma Gandhi Gramin
Basti Yojana, but theywere not
given any documents,

“The beneficiaries have

V70

post for the plots. Th help out
such people, former CM
Manohar Lal Khattar
announced in the 2024-25
Budget speech that under the

Aawas Yojna, possession of

plots would be given to
approximately 20,000 benefi-
oaries. The povernment has
deaded to provide a financal
assistance of up to Rs 1 lakh
each to the remaining 12.500
beneficiaries to enable them
to purchase plots,” Saini said.

He said the state povernment
was dentifving new eligible
individuals through a survey:
A portal would soon be made
operational forreceiving appli-

been ninning from pillar to

Muk hyamantr

Gramin  cationsinthat regard.

The CM said the Congress
mnitiated schemes in the name
of Mahatma Gandhi, but did-
n't implement them properly.
(Onthe other hand. PM Naren-
da Modi's pgovernment,
believing in the ideclogy of
Mahatma Gandhi, Jvotiba
Phule and Dr Bhimmo
Ambedkar, 15 workking to make
the lives of poor people easy by
formulating vanous schemes.

Saini sad 14,939 houses wene
built under the PM Awas
Yojana in 10 vears,

Public |
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SITUATION VACANT

Customer service job for USA client.
Work from heme. Good English skills
necdod, Minimum gradwate . Overmight
working hours, (rood pay. Contact with
reANNG ! manageme ninza i gmail com.
WhatsApp:  +91  94171- 755,
[CL24023028)

KFT Mohali reguired Cloud
Specialist Executive. Minimum |
years  of experience requined,
having know kedge of office 365 and
AWS servers. [T Graduate (BE
B.Tech.) with MCP and Microsofi
365 certificaie. Please contact @)
TRRGS05T23, Email: i@k ftcoin
[CL24023249)

Shalieed Darshan Simgh Pheruman
Memaornal Collegiaie Girls St Sec
Scheal, Rayya (Amritsar) requincs
Lady Lecturer in Biology, Physics,
Chemistry, Compuwter  Scienee,
English, Commeroe, Maths, Punjabi,
History, Physical Education on
temporary basis for the session 2024-
25, Maitriculation with Punjahi is
must. Cualifications as por Punjab
Govit.! Punjab  School Education
Board. Apply within 15 days along
with attested copics of cortificates by
registered post. President 5 K. Sckhon.
D] 55-F4550. (CL24023358)
Shaheed Darshan Singh Pheraman
Memorial College for Women, Fayya
(Amritsar) reguires Lady  Assit
Professor in Computer Scimee, Eco,
Commerce, FDURC, Maths, History,
English, Punjabi, Phy. Edu., Office
Clerk, Computer Lab Technician and
Librarizn on temporary basis for the
sessipn 2024-25 Oualification as per
G GWNDLY Punjab Govi. rules.
Apply within 15 dayvs along with
attested copics of cotificates by
registened post. President 5K Sckhon.
Q] 55-E4550. (CL24023358)

CAR FOR SALE
Mercedes GLA 20015 Brown
14.50¢ Crysta {automaticy 20146,
W hite 13.25. Boih  personal
Chandigarh. H2E3IR-41115, HIE3R-
41113, 'If CL24023307)

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Janta Land Sector 66, 2 BHK
firsi floor with lift. Pal S8140-42287,
QTR L HEA0, (CL24023311)

RENT/LEASE

For romt S8M sq. ft. ground feocr
appesite Subway, GT Road, Duncke
(Maoga), SEIS1-0TERT, 98150-245249,
[CL24027449)

LOST & FOUND

Manoj Kumar Gawtam s'o Paras
Ram Gautam rfo Khasra Mo
538374464, Village Rabaun, Tehsil
and Distriet Solan, Himachal Pradesh,
declare that | am working in a
company in Chambaghat. From my
company’s office, the documenis of
registry (Sale Decd Mo, 772, Dated
T 1L 198T) of land lecated at Khasra
Mo, 53RG7464, Village Rabaun,
Tehsil and District Solan, Himachal
Pradesh  have  gome — missing
spmewhere, [nthis regard, a missing
report has hecn regisiered in Police
Post Cily Solan, Himachal Pradesh,
vide G0 number §, dated 06062024,
All melevamt  parics may  nate.
[CL240234 25)

PUBLIC NOTICES

I. Tara Chand s'o Banarsli Dass
o 1444, Hallomajra, Decp Complex
Chandigarh 164682 have changed
my name from Tara Chand to Amil
Kumar., All concemed please naote
{CL24023230)

I, Sumyama w/o MNaresh Kumar,
o H. KMo, 4512, Shimlapur Colony,
Ward Mo, 66, Teh. & Disl. Ludhiana
have changed my name w0 Sunyana
Fiana. (CL24023265)

L Kuldecp Kumar s/o Kamal Kumar
o H. Moo 1b6-A, Sector 19,
Panchkula, Haryana 134113 hawve
changed my name from Kuldip
i Kuldeep Kumar. All conocrmed
please note. ({CL24023357)

I, Sheela wie Rajimder Kumar
o Backside Mahkaraja Hotal, YI[P
Colony, Malerkotla have changed my
mame as Shocla Rani. [CL24023426)
I, Raj Kumar S5/0 Swarna Singh
B Karimnagar (Chichrwala) Patran,
Patiala, have chanped my name 10 Raj
Simgh. [CL24023429)

I, Deepak Kumar Khurana s'o Late
Sunder Sham Khurama, employed
as Scientist-E/ Director {IT) in
Mational informatics Centre, Mini
Secretariat, Kaithal, residing  at
House No. 327, Sector |9 Part I,
HU DA - Kaithal, Harvana-136027
have chandped my name fo Decpak
Fhurana, (CL24023427)

DISCLAIMER

“The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility
for the contents
of the edvertisements
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carried in this
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same. Readears are
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COURT NOTICES

(UFO 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
sh. Anish Goyal
Addl. Civil Judge
( 5r. Division =1,
2AS Nagar
CNR No.
PB3A02-001659-2022
Next Date: 03.07.2024
Computer Systems West Pyt
Ltd.
Vs,
Tepwant Kaur
{Sut for Recovery)
Notce to:
Tepwant Kaur d'o Sh. Balpt
Singh r'o H.No. 749, Jamal
Enclave, Phase 2, Zimkpur
Distt. SAS Nagar,

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)/
respondent(s) should appear
m person or through counsel
on 03.07.2024 at 10.00 a.m.

For details logon to
https:/www. highcourtchd.
gov.n/Mrs=distnet noted
distnect=mohali
Dated, this day of 31.05.2024.
Sd/- Addl. Civil Judge
(Sentor Division)-1,
CL24023015 SAS Nagar
(Ulo 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Ajay Mittal
Additional Civil Judge
{Senior Division),
Barnala
Vijay Kumar
Versus
Simder Kaur
CNR No.:
PBBRO2-001852-2023
MNext Date: 28.08.2024

Civil suit for the Recovery on
the basis of Pronote and receipt
of total Bs. 17.04,000/-

Publication issued to:

Harjmder Kaur:- Baljit Singh
near Interlock Tiles Factory,
Pakho-Kainchian Road, Will.
Dhillwan, Teh. Tapa, Distt.
Barnala.

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s)
respondent(s) should appear in
person or through counsel on
28.08.2024 at 10.00 a.m.

For details logon 1o
https://highcourtchd. gov. in'?
trs=district noticed&district=
barnala

Dated, this day of 05.06.2024.

Sd/- Additional Civil Judge
(Senior Division),
CL24023 188 Barnala

(U0 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Ms. Vineeta Luthra
Additional Cwvil Judge
{ Senior Division ),
Dera Bassi
IDBI Bank Ltd.
Versus
Chander
CHNR No.
PESABO-000862-2019
CIS No. CS/460/2019
MNext Date: 02.07.2024
Suit for recovery of Rs.
1,59 899/.
Publication wssued to: Mrs.
Chander wife of 3h. Balvinder
smgh Ffo House No. 318/B2
Shiv Colony  Dharampur,
Pmjore, Haryana- 134102
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s)’
respondent( s) should appear n
person or through counsel on
02.07.2024 at 10:00 am.

For details logon to
https:/highcourtchd . gov.an?
trs=district notwceledistrict=

sasnagar
Dated, this
20052024 .
Sd’- Ms. Vineeta Luthra
Addrtional Civil Judge
(Senior Division),
CL24023360 Dera Bassi

day  of

or log on to https://classified.tribuneindia.com
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AVNEET SINGH EBEITTTI,
now Union Mimister, says

he 15 humbled by the oppor-
tunity given to him by the BIP
despite his losing the election from
Ludhiana. He will act as a bridge
between Punjab and New Delhi.
Three-time tumcoat MP Bittu,
who was pipped by his rival
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring,
Punjab Congress president and
once his fnend, said the farmers
wotild get a red-carpet welcome at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
residence. “Twas not expecting the
Cabinet call but it came as a big
surprise to me,” the grandson of
slain Punjab Chief Minister Beant
singh said on being inducted into
the Modi 3.0 team. Talking to Nitin
Jain, the 48-vear-old third genera-
tion Congressman, who joined the
BJP ahead of this election, said his
induction into the Union Cabinet
was Modi's benevolence and gift
to Punjab. Excermpts:

B Were you expecting the Cabinet
berth after losing this election?

I never expected the call and it
came as a big surprise to me and
my family as well. On getting the
call, I immediately rushed to the
Prime  Minister's residence
where I was told that I would be a
part of the Modi 3.0 Cabinet. Iam
humbled by the opportunity gv-

PUNJAB
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Che Tribune INTERVIEW: RAVNEET SINGH BITTU, UNION MINISTER

‘Will ensure farmers oet red-carpet welcome by PM

| am confident that
voters of Punjab will
consider gvingthe BJP a
chance to form the
government in 2027. SAD
misled the BJP on the farm
laws. While initially
providing a positive
feedbadk, its leaders later
backtracked when faced
pressure from the ground. |
pledge to hold constructive
discussions with the
farmers after the elections.

Insing this election.

B What message vour elevatlion
as Union Minister will give?
It has again proved beyvond doubt

that Pumgab figures on top of

Prime Minister's priority states,

® How do vou look atl the BJP
having lost all 13 seats and you
are still getling a Cabinel berth?
It is Modi's gift to Punjab. It's
because he has been attached to
the state since he was the party
in-charge.

I will act as a bridge between
Punjab and New Delhi and wall

get all issues, especially that of

farmers, addressed once and for
all by the Centre.

® How do vou plan Lo resolve
the farmers’ issue?

I will take farm leaders to PM
Modi and arrange their one-on-
one meeting.

®EWhat Punjab can expect from
vou as Union Minister?

Punjab will be among the major
beneficiary states under the Modi
government. I will raise all

with the PM and will get these
resobved at the earliest.

® What will be your priorilies
as minister?

Bringing major infrastructure
development projects and giving
thrust to the uphftment of agricul-
ture, health, education, industry
and improving the deteriorating
law and order situation in the bor-
der state will be top onmy agenda.

® Why did vou leave the Con-
gress and join the BJP?

The refusal of the Congress to
accept the invitation to the Ram
Mandirr consecration ceremony
was the tipping point for me.
While there were underlying ten-
gsions before also, this incident
struck a chord deeply. Lord Rama
must be revered beyond political
affiliations and when the invita-
tion came from the Mandir Trust,
it should have been embraced by
all. Instead, the Congress' deci-
sion to abstain from the participa-
tion was disheartening.

E Who were Lhe persons behind
influe ncing vou Lo join the BJP?
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
amnd Home Minister Amit Shah.

® What were the main atlrac-
tions Lo switch over Lo Lthe BJP?

Che CTribune

shaped by the vision of leaders
like Narendra Modi and Amit
Shah, was the driving force
be hind my dedsion to join the par-
tv. Their imtiatives, such as the
oonstruction of the Ram Mandir,
opening of Kartarpur Sahib Corri-
dor, implementation of the CAA,
abmgation of Article 370 and intro-
duction of GST, resonated deeply
with me. Additionally, measures
like the empowerment of women
with 33 per cent reservation in
Parliament, Ayushman Bharat,
Swachh Bharat schemes, and
India's rise in plobal ranking fur-
ther strengthened my conviction.

EDid farmers’ protest cost

dear Lo the BJP in Punjab?

The BJP represents the future of
Punjab. offering the best chance
to uplift the state from its finan-
aal struggles. I have witnessed
first-hand the genuine concern
that Modi and Shah have for Pun-
jab and their sincere desire to
enact a positive change. I am con-
fident that the voters of Punjab
will consider giving the BJP a
thanee to form the government in
2027, SAD misled the BJP on the
farm laws, While initially provid-
ing a positive feedback, they later
backtracked when faced pressure
from the ground. I pledge to hold
constructive discussions with the

en to me by the party despite my

¥ 'What role vouwill play as Lthe
lone Union Minister from Punjab?

demands and issues of Punjab

The BJP's

nationalist ethos,

farmers after the elections.

SIT formedin Kangana slap case Ex-CM Beant's
legacy helps
Bittu pip Sandhu

T RIEUNE NE‘I.-'l.-S bﬂnwrﬂ

MOHALI, JUNE §
A Special Investigation Team
(SIT), headed by the SP
Mohah, has been formed to
probe MP Kangana Ranaut
slapping case.

SP Citv Harbir Singh Atwal
zaid, “A SIT has been formed,
a woman member will be
nominated soon. We will look
into all aspects and give the
report soon.,”

Meanwhile, around 1.000
protesters  from  farmer
undons took out a march seek-
g justice for CISF constable
Kulwinder Kaur, booked n
the Kanpgana slapgate inci
dent on June 6. Kulwinder's
brother Sher Smgh Mahnval
was also part of the march.

SKEM and BEU protesters
gathered near Gurdwara
Amb Sahib this afternoon
and also raised slogans and
demanded an FIR against

Farm activists hold a march in support of CISF constable Kulwinder Kaur in Mohali on Sunday. wicwsy

Kangana for mating the peo-
ple of Punjab by giving
provocative statements.
Hundreds of pmotesters
marched from Gurdwara Amb
Sahib to the Mohali SSP office.
The SEM members reached

the S5P office later and gave a
memorandum. The SEM and
BEU sought action against a
person in Ranaut’s team, who
slapped a woman on back.
“Whether Eulwinder Kaur
slapped Kangana or not, we do

SAD fifth at Malukas home turt

50 EHMEET BHAS[M
BATHINDA, JUNE §

The Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) candidate from the
Faridkaot parliamentary
constituency, Rajwinder
Singh, stood at fifth spot
in the Rampura Phul
Assembly segment, which
15 the home turf of former
minister Sikander Singh
Maluka.

The BJP nominee Hans
Raj Hans, who had con-
tested on the BJP ticket,
remained at third position.

In the 2022 Assembly

elections, Maluka had
polled 45,745 votes in this
segment. However, the

i i
Sikander Singh Maluka

SAD  candidate polled
11,360 votes. In 2022, the
BJP could bag only 1,041
votes, this time, Hans Raj
got 15252 votes in this
segment.

The SAD remained at
fourth spot in Maluka vil-
lage. While the Akali Dal
candidate paolled 329 votes,
the BJP stood at second
spot with T8 wvotes. In
2022, Maluka had bagged
2,655 votes.

In the Lok Sabha poll,
Maluka's daughter-in-law
had contested on the
BJP's ticket from the
Bathinda parliamentary
constituency against
SAD's Harsimrat Kaur
Badal.

After Maluka's daugh-
ter-in-law and son joined
the BJP he didn't quit the
Akali Dal, but remained
politically inactive,

: @ TILAL ©
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. Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited
Regd. Office: Mot al Oswal Tower, Ratemiullsh Sayani Road,

Opp. Pared 5T Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbsi - 400 025, C5 © B2018808 08

Webs ite : woweww. motilalo swea ihf com, Email: higueny@mofilsloswal. com

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY/IES)

(UNDERRULE & (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002)
Wheress the undersigned being the suthonzed officer of Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited, (Formally known a5
Aspire Home Finance Corporstion Ltd), under Securiisation and Reconstruction of Finandal Assets and Enforcement
of Secunty Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in exercse of powers conferred under Section 13 {12) read with Fuls
3 of the Secunty Inferest (Enforcement) Rules, 3002 msued Demand Motice dated mentioned hersunder caling upon
the following borrowers o repay the amount mentioned in the nolice being also mentioned harsundar within &0 days

from the date of recaipt of fhe said notice.

The following bomowers having faied o repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the folowing bomowers and
the pubkc in general that undersigned has taken possession of fhe properties descnbed hersin below in exercisa
of powers conferred on fam under sub section (4) of sedion 13 of the Act read with Rule & of the Sacunty Inter est

{Enforcement) Rules, 2002 an the date mentionsd hersunder;

&r Loan Agreement Mo. [ Date of Demand | Date of Description of the
Nao. Name of the Borrower! Hotice and possession Immowvable Property
Co Borrower/Guarantor Qutstanding Taken
1 | LEMOROHTAKSZ1-ZXE0ETIT 20-02-2024 | 04-05-2024 | Plot Siusted At Khewat Mo, 178 Min
Ramdash Ramkhiladi & For RS. Khata No. 232 233 K#lla No. 6173 Waka
Guddi Ramdash BEESEE - Moga Han Magar Garhi Kesari Tehsil
Gansur &Distt. Sonipat 00 Mear Parnsmi
Mandir 131101 Sonipat Haryana

The borrower i parfcular and fhe public in general are hersby caufoned not to deal with e property and any dealings
with fhe property will ke subject o the Charge of Motial Oswal Home Finance Limited for an amount menfoned herein

albowe and mierest therson.

The bosmower"s attention is ivwited o provisions of sub-secton (8) of section 13 of the Act, i respect of time avalabls, to

redesm the secured a5seds.

Place : Harayana
Date :10.06.2024

{Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited)

Sd/-
Authonzed Officer

not know but one thingis dear
that the person accompanying
Kangana slapped a woman.
Why not register an FIR
apgamst him too?,” said Sarvan
sSingh, district president BELT
(Shaheed Bhagat Singh).

Beaccessibleto
public: DGPto
senior officers

CHAKDIGARH, JUNE §
DGEP Gaurav Yadav today
directed all senior police officers
from the rank of Additional
Director Generals of Police up
o SHOs to remain present m
thetr offices fom 11 am o 1 pm
on all working days to resobve
public mevances, “Directions
have been ssued toofficals to
be available in their offices
from 11 am to 1 pm on all
working days to address pub-
hicissues. —TNS

NEERA] BAGGA

AMRITSAR, JUNE §

When it came to choosing a
Jat Sikh face from Punjab
in the PM Narendra Modi-
led Union Cabinet, a former
diplomat, Taranjit Singh
sandhu, has lost the minis-
terial berth to Ravneet Bit-
tu. Both were defeated in
the elections from Amnritsar
and Ludhiana to the Con-
Fress candidates,

The BJP's political com-
pulsion seems to have
favoured Bittu, who has a
legacy of his grandfather
and former CM Beant
Singh, who was killed in a
bomb blast by terrorists. By
doing so, the saffron party
appears to have hijacked
the nationalist agenda on
“anti-terrorism stance” in
the border state, otherwise
played to the gallery by the
Congress,

On the other hand, Sand-
hu's legacy of his grandfa-
ther Teja Singh Samundri,
who plaved a key role in
the purdwara reform
movement of 1920, does
not seem to have come to
his advantage.

Political analysts point
out that Bittu, who had
always been speaking
against terrorism, fits into
the BJP's script in the
run-up to the 2027 Assem-
bly elections in Punjab. A

yvoung Jat Sikh face, who
has been riding on the
anti-terrorism legacy of
his grandfather during his
stint in the Conpgress, suits
the BJE" they sav.

“When the news of Bittu
being inducted into the
Cabinet spread. we were
unhappy as evervone here
thought that since it was
the PM who inspired Sand-
hu to join politics, ministe-
rial berth was for sure, His
induction into the Cabinet
would have bridged the
gap between the border
district and the Capital”
gsald Surinder Singh, a
readymade garment mer-
chant from Amritsar.

[f Bittu has the legacy of
hiz prandfather, the for-
mer diplomat also has the
legacy of his grandfather
Teja Singh Samundri. He
had died in Lahore prison
at the age of 44 in 1926 and
left an enduring legacy in
the Sikh circle.

BJP Punjab unit general
secretary Jagmohan Singh
Raju. a retired IAS officer,
gald, “The allotment of the
ministry was the preroga-
tive of the Prime Minister”
Raju. who retired from a
senior position as a bureau-
crat in Tamil Nadu, had
unsuccessfully  contested
as a BJP candidate from the
Amritsar South segment in
the 2022 Assembly poll.

Ludhiana man shot in Surrey, 4 held

mem: Emmn
LUDHIANA, JUNE §

Yuvra] Gowval, 28-vear-old
vouth from Ludhiana, was
killed in a shooting incident
on June T at Surrey BC. The
only child in the family,
Yuvraj had moved to Cana-
da about five yvears back.

According to information,
the Canadian police arrest-
ed four persons and charged
Manvir Basra, Sahib Basra,
Harkirat Jhutty and EKeilon
Francois with first degree
murder in the case,

The family resides in Nir-
mal Chhayva Apartments,
Rishi Magar, here. Though
the parents were not in a posi-
tion to talk to anyvone, family
friends said 1t was a case of
“mistaken identity” as told by

Yuvraj Goyal

the Canadian police. The
vouth had no personal enmi-
tv with anyvone and the moth-
er had visited Yuvrmj about 2-
3 months back.

Dr Ranjana, professor at
SDP College here, who is
close to the family, said the
bov had a talk to his mother
on June Twhen he was going
to home from gym by car On
regching near hisapartment,
he disconne cted the call.

“There is no clarity as to
what exactly happened
after that. The Canadian
police maintain that when
he stopped the car, someone
had asked Yuvraj if he hived
in the particular building.
When Yuvra) said ves, six
shots were heard and he
was dead”, said Dr Ranjana.

The deceased was the stu-
dent of Kundan Vidvya
Mandir here, He was a bril-
liant boy, who worked at
EPMG in Delhi, gotthe best
emplovee award before
leaving for Canada.

“The family is in touch with
the Canada govemment and
formalities are being done to
get his body badk home.
Since it is not a natural death,
it may take some time”, said
another family fnend.
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Nadda part of Modi Cabine
Anurag Thakur misses berth

SUBHASH RAITA

SHIMLA, JTUNE §

BJP chief JP Nadda took cath
a5 a Union Cabinet Minister
in the Narendra Modiled
NDA pgovernment in New
Delhi today. The mduction of
Nadda as a Cabinet Minister
has in all probability landed a
knockout punch to Anurag
Thakur's hopes of petting a
ministenal berth.

Thakur was the
high-profile Minis-
ter for Information
and Broadecasting
in the last term of
the NDA govern-
ment. Having won
his fith consecu-
tive election from
the Hamirpur Padiamentary
constituency and perceived
to be quite close to the Prime
Minister and Amit Shah,
Thakur was seen as a strong
contender for the ministenal
berth this time too.

The BIP top leadership,
however, have preferred Nad-
da over him. And it's highly
impmobable that there would
be two ministers from this
tiny state that has just four
Lok Sabha seats. The rumour
mill is already in an overdrive
about what could have led to
the omission of Thakur,
whose nse as a sports admin-
istrator and a politician has
been nothing short of spectac-

F

N

ular over the last decade or so.

Some political anabysts feel
that the resultsof the latest Par-
liamentary dections and the
Assembly bypdl may not have
sent out right sipnals even
though he won his seat with a
handsome margine From
Sujanpur, his home Assembly
constituency, Thakur secured
the highest margin, but the
BJP candidate Rajinder Rana
lost the bypoll on this seat.

1 The history
between Thakur's
father Prem
Eumar Dhumal
and Rana (Rana
had defeated Dhu-
mal m the 2017

| Assembly elee

= tiong) may have
complicated the result fur
ther However, it's also a fact
that both Dhumal and
Thakur campaigned quite
extensively for Rana.

“The defeat of Rana could
be due to the slogan of ‘one
vote for PM and one for ChW'
in the constituency more
than anvthing else. After all
the CM also comes from the
Parliamentary constituency,”
said a Hamirpur resident.

Havingmissed the ministe-
rial bus, what waits the 49-
yvear-old Thakur? If the
gsourees in the BJP are to be
believed, Thakur could get a
key position in the party at
the national level.

Sportspersons get big
hike in diet allowance

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JTUNE §
Following a sipnificant increase
n prize money for medal win-
ners m various intemational
championships, the state gow-
emment has increased the diet
allowance besides upgrading
the travel provisions for the
sporspersons.

The diet allowance for ath-
letes had been substantially
mereased across various levels
of competition. “For state-leve
events, the diet money has
been inreased from Bs 240 to
Bs 400, while for district-level
events, it stands at Bs 300, and
Rs 30 for block-level events
within the state. Athletes par
ticipating in events outside the
gtate would now get Rs 500 as
diet money, Apart from thas,
for athletes residing in sports
hostels would recerve Rs 250
up to the elementary educa-
tion level and Rs 400 for oth-
ers,” said Chief Minister
Sukhvirder Singh Suldhu.

The CM furthersaid his gov-
ernment had also enhanced

TRAVEL PROVISIONS
ALSO REVISED

The athletes travelling up to
adistance of 200 Krm will
now be provided with AC-3
tier train fare, while those
travelling mare than 200
krm will be eligible for econo-
my class airfare.

travel provisions for athletes
partiipating in sports events
outside the state “The athletes
travelling up to a distance of
200 km wall now be provided
with AC-3 tier train fare, while
those travelling more than 200
km wall be eligible for econo-
my class arfare.” he said

Sukhu said these measures
underscore the government’s
commitment to support and
encourage the athletes of the
gtate, “By improving thetrain-
ing conditions and participa-
tion incentives, the govern-
ment aims to nurture the
skills of sportspersons of the
state, which would foster
excellence mn their respective
sports,” he said.

HIMACHAL PRADESH

Nadda was Health Minister in 1st

Cabinet of PM Modi from 2014-19

BIP president]P Nadda takes oath during the swearing-in
ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhion Sunday. Fmi

Twokilled, five
hurtinmishap

MANDI, JUNE §
Two persons died, while five
others sustained injuries in
a road accident in Seraj area
of Mandi district near
Aahun Nala today

A seven-seater vehicle met
with an accident. The vehi-
cle, carrying seven passen-
gers, driver Sandeep (30), a
native of Bilaspur distnet, his
wife Neelam, their two chil-
dren and Sandeep's in-laws,
veered off the road while try-
mg to overtake another vehi-
cle near Aahun Nala area,

It collided wath the vehide.
The collision resulted in the
vehicle plunging into a
ravine. 3andeep and Neelam
lost their Lives on the spot,
while the other passengers
sustained severe injuries.
The injured were rushed to
the nearby hospatal at Bagsi-
ad, from where they were
referred to Nerchowk Hospi-
tal for medical treatment.
Sandeep's father-in-law is in
eritical condition.

The police are mvestigat-
ing the incident to deter-
mine the exact cause of the
accident. A case has been
registered. — TNS

Mandi gears up to host four-day
inaugural film fest from June 27

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, JUNES
The wvibrant aty of Mandi,
renmmed as the cultural hubof
Himachal Pradesh, is pearing
up o host s maugural film fes-
tival. Spearheaded by filmmak-
er Pawan Shamma who had
directed films like ‘Bnina’ and
' Kanm Mohammad', the event
promises a canematic extrava-
ganza fromJune 27 to 30.
Pawan Sharma hails fiom
Mandi distnet. He is keen to
organisethisevent successfully
Under the joint auspices of the
Himachal International Film
Festivaland Rattan Jeweler, the:
festival aims 1o showease a
diverse sdection of armund 39
regional, art-house and foreipn
films, providing audiences with
anch cnemabc expenenie
Addressing the media per-
zons here today, Pawan Shar-
ma expressed the festoval's
rission to bring quality cine-
ma to the masses, emphasis-
n g the prvotal mle of films as
a reflection of society. With
focus on natiomally and inter-
nationally acdaimed produc-

Filmmaker Pawan Sharma addresses mediapersons in Mandi.

tions, the festoval aims to steer
diseourse and highlight socie-
tal issues. As part of its out-
reach, the festival will curate
sereenings for school children,
featuring award-winning
films from around the globe.

Highlighting the linguistic
and cultural diversity of cine-
ma, shama said the festival
would feature films in various
languages, including Gujarati,
Himachali, Marathi and Ben-
gal, alongside art-house pro-
ductions and intemational fes-
tival winners,

“The festival's naugural

day will be dedicated to
Himachali einema, celebrat-
ing narratives moted in the
state’'s rich culture, breath-
taking landscapes and vibrant
communities, Films ke “The
Rabhit House.” set in a pictur-
esgue village in Kullu distnet,
and “Chitta,” helmed by a
yvoung Himachalh director
exemphfy this commitment to
local storvtelling, The festival
willalsopay respect to esteemed
artists like Niraj Sood and Sap
na, who have left an indedible
mark on the film industry from

t, Mandays under MGNREGA

up from 275 lakh to 300 lakh

LaLiT MoHAN
DHARAMSALA, JUNE 9

The Union Government has
mereased mandays to be pro-
vided to people in rural areas
of Himachal under MGNRE-
(A from 275 lakh to 300 lakh
for the cumrent financal vear
Sources here said that owing
to demand of work under
MGNREGA in rural areas of
Himachal, the state govern-
ment had demanded from
the Union Government that
the number of man days of
employment should be
nereased to 350 Llakh. Howey-
er, the Union Government
has rased the mandaysto be
provided 1n the state under
MGNREGA from 275 lakh to
300 lakh days.

Director Rural Develop-
ment and panchayvats
Himachal, Raghav Sharma,
sa1d the number of mandays
to be provided under MGN-
REGA in Himachal had
been increased from 275
lakh in last financial vear to
400 lakh in the current
financial vear He said the
state  government  had
already completed 20 per
cent target of providing
employment under MGN-
REGA for the current finan-
cial vear. In case the state
meets the target of gring
employment for 300 lakh

ment and Panchayats said
the state gavernment had
already completed 20% tar-
get of providing employ-
ment under MNREGA for
the current financial year

B |1 case the state meets the
target of gving employ
ment for 300 lakh mandays

MAY E IHmEﬁSED FURTHER
® The Director Rural Develop- |
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till January 2025, a case
could be presented to the
Union Government farfur-
ther increase

B | a5t year also, the number
of mandays was increased
to 350 l[akh mandays by the
Union Government though
initial sanction was 275
lakh mandays

the Union Government for
further increase in number
of mandays to be provided
in state, Last vear also, at a
later stage it was increased
to 350 lakh mandayvs by the
Union Government though
initial sanction was 275 lakh
man days, he said.
Recently, the present Con-
gress government | had
increased MGNR EGA wages
in the state from Rs 240 per
day to Hs 300 per day. The
Union Government provides

mandays till January 2025, a
case could be presented to

Rs 235 per day dady wage
while the remaining portion

has to be provided by the
state governiment.

Raghav Sharma said from
June onwards directions had
been passed to respective dis-
trict officials to provide daiby
wage of Rs 300 per dav to
MGNREGA workers in the
state. The scheme of provid-
ing Rs 300 per day wapge
under MGNREGA was being
implemented from April 1
The arrears of increased
wages would be provided to
labourers emploved under
MNREGA from April to
June soon, he said.
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Hamirpur boy
wins 2goldsin
paraathletics
Grand Prix

HAMIRPUR, JUNE §
Saurmbh Sharmma, an athlete
from Himachal Pradesh’s
Hamimpur distnet, has won
two gold medals in the ongo-
mg World Pam Athletics
Grand Procin the Nottwil oty
of Swittedand — Sharma
emerged victorious in 185
metre and H000 metre races,

Sharma, who hails from
Ropa Khayah wllage of
Nadaun area in Hamirpur
district, 1s representing the
Indian team in the T 12 cate-
gory. This championship,
which started on June 6, will
conchide on June 9. He had
earber won seven pold
medals at the national level.

Sharmais currently study-
ing in the National Drishti
Divyvangjan Empowerment
Institute in Dehradun. His
coach Naresh Singh Naval
expressed happiness over
Sharma’s  excellent per-
formance. — PTI
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Saurabh Sharma

PUNJIAB GOVERNMENT
led by

CHIEF MINISTER
BHAGWANI SINGH MANN

pays homage to

» The Revered 5" Sikh Guru »

SRI GURU ARJAN DEV JI

who made supreme sacrifice to uphold religious
tolerance, social amity & peaceful co-existence

on his

416" MARTYRDOM DAY

Guru Ji's great contribution in compiling
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji and construction of
Sri Harmandir Sahib at Amritsar
shall be remembered till eternity

Department of Information and Public Relations, Punjab

Bhagwant Singh Mann
Chief Minister, Punjab
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Kangana slapgate’

Politicians, farm leaders must exercise restraint

HE farmers’ agitation of 2020-21 continues

o be an emotive issue in Punjab, going by

the ugly episode involving newly elected

BJP MP Kangana Ranaut and Central

Industrial Security Force (CISF) constable
Eulwinder Kaur. The latter slapped the actor-turned-
politician at the Chandigarh airport last week. This was
apparently in retaliation for some controversial state-
menis by Kangana, who had claimed that farmers were
being paid as low as Kz 100 or Rs 200 to protest at Del-
hi's borders. The film star had also mocked thewomen
who were part of the historic stir. Kulwinder's mother
was presumably among the protesters who had laid
siege to Delhi for a year over the three Central farm
laws. These were eventually repealed, but not before
T00-0dd agitators lost their lives.

Some farmers’ outfits have rallied round the sus-
pended constable, saying that the ncident needs to be
thoroughly investigated, even as a CISF officer has stat-
ed that the suspect probably acted in a rush of blood.
Eulwinder 15 receiving a groundswell of support on
social media, while Kangana also has her fair share of
backers, including fellow celebrities who have
denounced the use of violence to express anger True to
form, she has voiced her concern over the ‘shocking
rise interror and violence in Punjab’.

The deplorable incident is symptomatic of the anti-
BJP sentiment in the rural belt of the border state. Par-
ty candidates and campaigners were shown black flags
and prevented from entering villages during the just-
concluded Lok Sabha elections. The BJP's poll debacle
in Pumjab was attributed to the prolonged standoff
between the state’s farming community and the Modi
government. A new flashpoint emerged this year when
the protesting farmers’ Dilli Chalo march was brutally
gtalled. Amid the prevailing acrimony, it is imperative
for both politicians and farm leaders to exercise restraint
and avoid provocative remarks. A return to the negoti-
ating table would be in order to defuse tensions.

Long-delayed justice
Punjab ex-cops jailed for 1993 staged killing

N a significant verdict on Friday, a CBI court in

Mohali sentenced former Punjab Police DIG Dil-

bagh Singh to seven years of rigorous imprison-

ment and ex-DSP Gurbachan Singh to life

imprisonment for their roles in the 19493 fake
encounter killing of Gulshan Kumar, a fruit vendor.
This case, a chilling reminder of the dark days of
unbridled police brutality in Punjab, highlights the
systemic lapses that had plagued the state. Extrajudi-
cial killings, illegal detentions and staged encounters
had become distressingly common. The details of this
case are harrowing. On June 22, 1993, Gulshan, along
with his father and brothers, was abducted by a police
team led by Dilbagh and Gurbachan. While the others
were released, Gulshan was kept in illegal custody for
a month before being killed in a staged encounter. His
body was cremated as ‘unclaimed’, a common prac-
tice then to cover up extrajudicial killings. The case,
initially overlooked, was taken up by the CBI n 1995
on the Supreme Court's directive, culminating in the
conviction nearly three decades later.

The law has at last been catching up with rogue
cops. In September 2023, three ex-officers received the
life sentence for the 1992 fake encounter killing of
three youths. Ayear before that, a refired sub-mspector
was sentenced to 10 years in another fake encounter of
1942, These cases reveal a pattern of grave misconduct
and long-overdue comeuppance.

The delivery of justice underscores the resilience
of the victims' families amid numerous challenges,
including the death of several accused during the
trial and witness attrition. This is crucial for restor-
ing faith in the rule of law and can serve as a deter-
rent against abuse of power.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.

LAHORE, TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 1924

Judicial whitewashing

"OPINION

*
El‘lt Eﬂhlﬂlt JALANDHAR | MONDAY |10 JUNE 2024

Political compulsions back in calculus

Agnipath scheme finds itself under scrutiny, but not for professional reasons

CUDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

HE defining out-
come of the 2024
General Election is
that India will be
governed by a gen-
uine coalition, wherein the
BJP the single largest party,
needs eritical support from
two allies, the JD(U) and the
TDE Hence, both the form
and content of governance in
Maodi 3.0 will not be similar to
that seen in the past decade.
This shift has already come to
the fore in the national secunty-
military framework, The JD(T)
has stated that a seemingly radi-
cal policy unvelled during Modi
2.0, the Agnipath scheme, needs
to be reviewed. This scheme per-
tains to the induction of soldiers
(Agnrveers) into the military for
a fourvear period after a six
month training spell, and is a
marked departure from the eardi-
er model of pension and related
benefits being provided to per
sonnel below officer rank
(PBOR) after 15 years of service.
In the run-uptothe swearing-
in ceremony, senior JINU)
leader KC Tvagi noted, *There
15 anger among certain sections
on the Agnipath scheme. Our
party wants those shortcom-
ings removed.” When the
schemewas announced in mid-
2022, there was considerable
consternation in professional
circles, for this decision
appeared to have been taken by
the PMO unilaterally. The mili-
tary top brass was apparently
not apprised of the fine print of
the new scheme and nor was
there a detailed discussion
amang parliamentarians,
(ren MM Naravane, who was
the Amy Chief from December

COALITION PRESSURE: The JDJU), an ally of the BIF, wants the Agnipathscheme reviewed. au

2019 to April 2022, has provided
a valuable insight in his vet-to-
be-published memoir about the
Agnipath scheme. He notes that
while he had mooted the idea of
a ‘tour of duty’ pilot scheme to
mnduct soldiers for a short-term
tenure, the PMO's formulation
unvetled in 2022 had a sweeping
seope and mduded all three
services. The memoir adds; “We,
in the Army, were taken by sur-
prise by this turn of events, but
for the Navy and the Air Foree, it
came like a bolt from the blue.”

In keeping with the tenets ofa
normative democracy, if the
political leadership arrrves at a
policy decision, the militarytop
brass has to comply, and this
was the case with Apgnipath. In
hindsight, it 15 evident that
budgetary considerations {(sav-
ing on the pension bill ) were the
principal drivers forModi 2.01n
pushing the scheme, and the
impact on the combat efficien-
¢y of the military was a second-
ary consideration.

While the long-term efficacy
and benefits to composite nation -
al security of the Agnipath
scheme will be apparent after a
decade or so, what the JD(U)'s
demand has done i1s to bring
political compulsions back into
the military caleulu s, An alliance

As Modi 3.0 begins, it
would be useful it
parliamentarians and
domain experts are
permitted to take an
objectiveview of
last decades
big-ticket changes.

partner in a coalition pgovern-
ment is compelling the BIP to
review a policy initiative, but not
for professional reasons. It 15 to
assuage the anger and despera-
tion among alarge swathe of the
yvouth in Bihar who have been
denied what was an opportunity
to don the uniform and have the
secunty of a government pen-
sion. During the run-up to the
Lok Sabha elections, Opposition
parties led by the Congress and
the Samajwadi Party had voiced
their reservations about the mili-

tary recruitment scheme.

Itisnota desirable sequence of
events, wherein major national
security decisions and policies
are contested post facto. This
could have been avoided if Modi
2.0 had engaged in consultative
deliberations on the Apgnipath
scheme both within Parliament
and with the military top brass
before announcing it.

There i no denving that the
Indian military and the higher
defence management lattice are
in dire need of a review and re-
wiring. Dunng Modi 1.0, there
were four defence ministers and
the only major decision taken
was the grant of OROP (one
rank, one pension ) in November
2015, and 1t was welcomed. Dur-
mg his second term (2019-24),
PM Moditook a bold and radical
decision of creating the post of
CDS {Chief of Defence Staff)
amd creating the DMA (Depart-
ment of Military Affairs). Five
yvears later, this re-organisation
15 still a work in progress.

Parhamentary forms of gov-
ernment evolve their own tem-
plate of governance and policy
formulation. In India's case,
each PM — from Nehru
onwards — has made the PMO
maore powerful. But traditional-
by, deliberations within Parlia-

ment and, particularly, within
the individ ual committees have
played a valuable role in inject-
ing transparency and allowing
for both an objective review and
consensus-building,

This 15 not the preferred mod-
el in Modi's book of governance.
Hence, whether it pertains to
the Agnipath scheme or the
appomtment of a retired three-
gstar officer as a four-star CD S,
the decisions were taken by the
PMO in a peremptory manner.
This augurs poorly for the long-
term national security and the
apolitical ethos of the military.
Domestic political considera-
tions and short-term electoral
benefits have shaped internal
security matters. The Manipur
tragedy is a case in point.

Powerful PMs can lurch into
grave policy blunders that
irreparably degrade national
security; the Nehru-Erishna
Menon debacle should serve as
a warning, It would be highly
desirable for national security
matters to be deliberated upon
by legislators and within com-
mittees, and hasty decision-
making avoided.

As Mod: 3.0 begins, it would be
useful if parliamentarians and
domain experts are permitted to
take an objective view of last
decade's big-ticket changes and
an assessment made about the
current status of India’s compos-
ite military capabilities. The BC
Ehanduri Parliamentary Com-
mittee report of 2017 regarding
military inventory gaps could be
a pood starting point.

Agnipath apart, the focus on
atmanirbharta (self-reliance) to
reduce imports is muchneeded.
The trigger for such a review
must evolve from within the
system and not be driven by
political compulsions or amajor
security setback. like the Gal-
wan dash of 2020.

The most urgent task for Modi
3.0 is to appoint a new Army
Chief before mid-June One
hopes that poltics will not
trump the time-tested princi-
ples that nurture institutional
rectitude and inteprity.

[F Mr Justice MceCardie's whitewashing of Gen Dyver and of the
whaole body of wrong-doers under Martial Law was as bold a piece
of judicial special pleading and absurdity as any Judge ever
made himself responsible for, his whitewashing of the adminis-
tration of Sir Michael O'Dwyer was scarcely less so. In both cas-
es, the argument was much the same. Nobody had questioned
the honesty of the officials concemed. This would have been a
bad enough plea, evenif the officials had been literally and tech-
nically on therr defence before his lordship, especially in a orim-
inal case. It was an entirely motten plea, considering that the chief
of theseofficials figured in the case not as defendant but as plain-
tif'f. Here the sole question was whether the defendant was justi-
fied, as a matterof fair eriticism upon known facts, inmaking the
remark s he had made. The honesty of the officals had nothing
whatever to do with the matter What the then Secretary of State
said in his dispatch on the report of the Hunter Committee in
regamd to Gen Dver 1s substantially true of all of them. The
gravest feature of the case against them is their avowed concep-
tion of their duty in the circumstances which confronted them.
It was literally a case of the path to a certain unnameable place
being paved with noble intentions . Apart frorm this mgenious line
of defence, there was another in the case of Sir O'Dwver which
clearly camried the absurdity a step further “There was not a sin-
gle witness,” said the Judge in words which would have been
maore appro prnate in the mouth of sentor plaintiff, “who could say
that he told Sir O'Dwyer (that terrorism prevailed in Punjab).”

.l : THOUGHT FORTHE DAY :

The soldier is the Army. No Army is better than its soldiers. — Gen Georges Patton

The gentle, witty
bhajis of Doaba

Poonam KHAIRA SIDHU

Punjab, your regional identity often defines who you are.
If Mahwva is famous for its cool kakags, Maha is known by its
1emee bhaws and Doaba for its gentle bhges.

Nestled between the Beas and Sutle] rivers, Doaba is spedal
because of its geography, fertile land, flounshing industry and
alarge diaspora. Doabies are spread across Canada, the US, the
UKand Australia. Their global presence brings inremittances
and has made the region a melting pot of modern influences.
No wonder some homes, marriage palaces, hotels and even
hospitals there look like mim Eumpean castles, complete with
barogque paintings and plastic hothouse flowers.

A Doabua joke that captures the regional ethos talks about a
Mealwai, a Maghail and a Doabie boasting about their home-
land. The Malwai savs: Tn Mabwa, summers are so hot that
even the crows carry water bottles.” The Majhail replies:
‘That's nothing. In Majha, we are so tough, we use bulletproof
vests as raincoats.” The Doabia says: ‘ITn Doaba, our relatives
send usair-conditioners and raincoats from Europe.’ This joke
highlights the stereotype of Doalias being well-connected
globally, while also playing on the toughness of Magha resi-
dents and the extreme weather of Mahsa.

Blessed with fertile soil, Doaba has adopted modem agricultur-
al practices. Ever seen someone chase away crows with the
determination of a gladiator? Visit a Doabian farm. Another
story that underscores the resourcefulness of its peopleand their
ability to leverage their global connections for local benefits is
about a Malwai, a Mojhail and a Doelia who decde to compete
ina faming competition. The Malwod boasts: "Our soil 1s sorich
that crops grow double the size of those anywhere else!” The
Maghai retorts: “In Majha, we have the most advanced rrigation
techniques. Our crops are always treble the size of those else-
where,” The Doaie, smiling gently, says: "Well, we just call up
our relatives in Canada and they send us the latest equipment
and seeds. The crop size rises manifold.”

Doabias are urbane, savvy and smooth operators. Unlike
those from Majha, who deal with the stni geles of Inving near the
borderorthe Malwa folks, who brave the scorching heat, Doabi-
as are cityv-bred; thanks to good schonls and colleges, many
make a career in medidne, Army or the hospitality sector —if
they don't move abmad. The sports and leather industries are
testament to the region’s entrepreneunal spirit.

Doabas’ storvtelling skills are legendary. One tale goes thus:
at a wedding, a buffalo straolled in. The bride'’s uncle, known
for his quick wat, declared that it was an old family friend who
just eouldn’t miss the celebration. The guests erupted in
laughter, even as the buffalo munched on flowers.

The Doabies are a delightful blend of humour, heart and hus-
tle. The next time you meet one, be ready tolaugh and pick up
a few hife lessons along the way.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Modi's moment of truth
With reference to ‘Keep vour friends close,
enemies closer'; as Pnme Minister Narendra
Modi embarks on his third term, political
manoeuvring becomes paramount. The
warmth from allies like N Chandrababu
Naidu and Nitish Kumar masks a precarious
balance of power With Sonia Gandhi's
rumoured outreach to NDA partners, the
adage "Keep your fnends close, but your ene-
mies doser’ is more relevant than ever. Modi
must navigate this landscape with the cun-
ning of Chanalkoya and Machiavelli, The inter-
nal dynamics within the NDA, coupled with
an embold ened Opposition, demand strate-
gie acumen. Naidu's forus on Andhra
Pradesh may benefit Modi, but the larger
question remains: Canthe PM manage these
mtricate alliances without compromising his
vision? The coming months will reveal
whether this coalition stays resilient or frac-
tures under pressure.

GURDEV SINGH, MOHALI

Holding the coalition steady
Refer to 'Keep your friends close, enemies
closer’; the article captures the intricate
dyvnamics of PM Narendra Modi's third-
term manoeuvring, emphasising the need
for Chanakova and Machiavelli-like strategic
pragmatism. As Modi consohdates power,
allies like Chandrababu Naidu and Nitish
Kumar must align with the Centre's
demands to secure essential financial aid
for their states. Despite Sonia Gandhi's
overtures for a coalition shift, Modi retained
power as the INDIA bloe lacked the num-
bers. Potential infighting in the NDA and
possible parliamentary disruptions reveal a
tactical style of governance. Keeping allies
close and adversaries closer will be crucial
for Modi to maintain stability in the coali-
tion in the coming months.

CHANCHAL 5 MANN, UNA

Spreading awareness is the key
Apropos of the editorial 'Child food pover-
ty": though India has achieved self-suffi-
ciency in food production, it does not guar-
antee food security. It 15 unfortunate that,
despite having surplus food, hunger still
persists in the country. A significant num-

ber of children do not have access toa pro-
tein-rich diet or grains. The significance of
consuming a diet rich in nutntion for the
healthy development of young children
cannot be emphasised enough. The govern-
ment should focus on stepping up food
intake among young children. A nation-
wide awareness campaign to enlighten the
masses about the perils of malnutrition is
the need of the hour,

GAURAY BADHWAR, ROHTAK

Spectre of militancy in Punjab
Apropos of the news report 'Cop slapped
Kanpana Ranaut in rush of blood, says
CISF'; the statement by Vinay Kajla —who
15 the DIG, CISE Airport (North Sector) —
suggesting that the constable had assaulted
MP-elect Kangana Ranaut in arushof blood
15 irresponsible and uncalled for. It does not
matter if the CISF staffer had aclean record
of 15 vears. She had no right to raise her
hand on the actor. The SKM and other farm
unions have made life miserable for the
masses. There are some anti-social ele-
ments in the state who harbour separatist
sentiments. On top of that, a cash reward
and support have been announced for the
erring official, setting a dangerous prece-
dent. It seems like the people of Punjab
have notlearnt anything from the long spell
of militancy in the state.

JAGDISH BANYAL, BY MAIL

Kangana must watch her mouth
The CISF staffer's assault on actor-turned-
politician Kangana Ranaut at the Chandi-
garh airport is condemnable. There 5 no
place for violence in this country. But the
actor's remarks on rising terrorism in Pun-
jab are highly inappropriate. As an MP, she
must refrain from making statements that
can hurt the religious sentiments of a com-
munity. She may have to pay a heavy price
for her words. Besides, as the CISF's Vinay
Kajlaputit, Kulwinder had acted in arush of
blood over some derogatory remarks previ-
ously made by Kangana on the farmers’ stir.
stringent action should be taken against the
Bollywood actor for hurting the sentiments
of the Sikh community.

NYAMATDEEP KAUR, AMRITSAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tibunemal.com
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Use of violence to vent anger condemnable

SHEREIR PANAG
LAWYER AND COMMENTATOR

CISF constable,
EKulwinder Kaur,
dlapped  actor
and MP-elect
rom Mandi,
Kangana HRanaut, at the
Chandigarh airport on
June 6. While the CISF
promptly {and rightly so)
suspended Kulwinder and
handed over the matter to
the local police, polarised
narratives almost instant-
Iy overtook the events.
There were those who
expressed support for Kul-
winder, celebrating the act,
offering her a job and supg-
gesting that Kangana
deserved violence because
of the abhorrent statements
that she had made about
Sikhs, Punjab and the farm-
ers’ protest. On the other
hand, there were the moder-
ates, who rightly castigated
what Kulwinder did as
being contrary to the ethos
of the uniform. And then,
there were the not-so-mod-
erate ones, who concduded
that this was an act of terror
and that Punjab was on the
brink of secessionism by
lazly correlating this inci-
dent with the election of
Amritpal Singh and Sarab-

jeet Singh Khalsa, In short,
the usual trope, devoid of
reality, that has been ped-
dled since the farmers’
protest. Kangana, as if on
cue, added her two bits of
‘toncern’ and equated the
mcident with the ‘rise of
terrorism’ in Pungab.

First things first — vio-
lence, for any reason what-
soever, is not acceptable.
The use of violence to make
a political statement 15 not
okay. And violence by some-
one in uniform — who is
sworn to protect the Consti-
tution of India and all Indi-
ans alike — is not accept-
able. Neither one's political
beliefs and biases nor the
actions of the recipient of
violence should dictate how
we feel about violence,
There is no space for sup-
port to what Eulwinder did.
There can be no justifica-
tion for it and no ifs and
buts or nuances associated
with this position.

Kangana's abhorrent
remarks on Sikhs and Pun-
jab during and after the
farmers’ protest do not jus-
tify an act of violence
against her, and I say this
as  someone who  has
sparred with her and
attracted the witrinl and
abuse of her supporters, We
cannot justify someone in
uniform making a political
statement on duty — what-
ever the provoecation. This
is a slippery slope, and
what the meme makers,
stand-up comics, artistes
and others fail to realise 15
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FACE-OFF: CISF constable Kulwinder Kaur (R) slapped

that thev could also be on
the receiving end of vio-
lence one day. We must not
forget that it was only last
year that a constable of the
Railway Protection Force
killed four persons aboard
the Jaipur-Mumbai Super-
fast Express, and at least
three of the victims were
allegedly targeted by him
on account of their religion.

The uniform cannot be
politicised, and if it is, it
will lead to disastrous con-
sequences. It would be
incorrect to label the CISF
an unprofessional force —
which it is not — based on
Kulwinder's unbecoming
conduct, but it would be
pertinent to also address
the ‘veoman service’ that
some officers in the mih-

Kangana Ranauts
abhorrent remarks
on Sikhs and Punjab
during and afier the
farmers protest do
not justify an act of
violence against her.

Kangana Ranaut at the Chandigarh airport last week. /i

tary and paramilitary
forces have rendered to
the politicisation of their
offices. The rank and file
observe their leaders. And
if the leaders depart from

their constitutional
duties, join  political
events, make political

statements in service and
run as candidates of the
riuling party immediately
after demitting office,
then politicisation will
occeur and manifest itself
in different forms.

But equating what Kul-
winder did to an act of ter-
ror is highly objectionable
and sinister. To constantly
take every incident involv-
ing a 5ikh or Punjabi and
call into question their
patriotism 18 no longer a

laughing matter and must
be unegquvocally con-
demned. That it has been
normalised is deeply con-
cerning. It finds its penesis
in the not-so-civil discourse
that surrounded the farm-
ers’ agitation and the
events thereafter,

The right to protest in a
democracy 15 fundamental
and absolute, as 15 the right
to oppose those who
protest. Therefore, 1t was
entirely within the grow-
ers right to hold a stir
against what they believed
were unjust laws, and oth-
ers are entitled to disagree
with their cause. That the
Government of India saw
merit in their demands and
ultimately repealed the
laws is lost on various IT
cells of political parties and
trolls. Unfortunately, the
discourse at the time
reached the lowest of lows,
and whoever protested or
disagreed wath the govern-
ment was labelled an anti-
national, a terrorist, an
urban Naxal or a memberof
some fabled ‘' Tukde Tukde'
fang and was subjected to
hate and bigotry and faced
calls for violence.

This has now been
stretched ad absurd um, and
Indians are being called on
to answer for the statements
and actions of the diaspora
as well Collectively, this is
the greatest disservice one
Indian can do to another,
and that we do 5o with
impunity is nothing we
should be proud of. But the

damage that these bizarre
narratives have done in cre-
ating social fissures and
fracturesis going to last long
and will only be compound-
ed or fanned by statements
of prominent BJP leaders.

There 15 no terrorism in
Punjab. and the state
rejected the idea of Khali s-
tan long ago. Does Punjab
have deeper social, eco-
nomic and political chal-
lenges? Absolutely. And
do these challenges create
fissures and give rise to a
fringe? Yes, they do. But
has Punjab adopted the
fringe £n masse?
Absolutely not. I am not
doing a detailed analysis
ofthe Khadoor Sahib elec-
tion in this piece, but I will
say that Amritpal's elec-
tion has got nothing to do
with what Kulwinder did.
The fearmongers don't
understand Punjab and
that Amritpal and his sup-
porters have not won all 13
Lok Sabha seats. Nor do
they take note of the fact
that Simranjit Singh
Mann lost in Sangrur and
that Amritpal will soon be
taking an oath on the Con-
stitution of India.

Let me conclude with some-
thing I am pained to say 1
should not have to say it, but
Ifeel compelled to — that for
maost members of my gener-
tion — we are Indian. Sikh
and Pumgahi. And there 15 no
contradiction between any of
these identties. While the
second and third are inter
changeable, the firstis not.

Biased predictions to blame for exit poll fiasco

e a

ATANU BISWAS

PROFESSOR, INDIAN STATISTICAL
INSTITUTE, KOLKATA

have never been a fan of
exit and opinion polls,
Rather 1 consistently
sayv that we shouldn't
treat them senously;
they should be regarded as
game shows. Thus, T am not
at all astonished by the exit
poll fiasco in the just-ton-
cluded Lok Sabha elections.
Usually, people are bewal-
dered by the disparate pre-
dictions of ext polls, The
uncertainty persists until
the EVM votes are counted.
But it was a different sce-
nario this time. Nearly all
exit polls got it wrong,
These days, dorens of these
polls areconducted by various
organisations, with sample
srres rangin g from a few thou-
sand to a few lakh. I have
heard that those conducting a
recent exat poll claimed that
its sample size was one crome!
But how do the polls stand?
How do the mvestigators
question the voters? Unfortu-
nately, I was never asked
whom I would vote for or had
voted for by an exat poll or
opinion poll survevor. I asked
my acquaintances, and to my
surpnse — and regretfully —

none of them were ever
approached by a pollster.
Owverall, such a low-probabili-
tv event might have hap-
pened to me by chance. How-
ever how do pollsters make
poll predictions worldwide?
It's primarily a statistical
task, for sure. One must
choose a sample sze that wall
keep the prediction within a
predetermined error range,
say 3 per cent. One requires a
sampling frame random sam-
ple selection and proportion-
dte representation acmss sock
ety And then ome must
appropriately analyse the data
using some awabary informa-
tion, such as the voter hist or
other demopraphic data.
However, since the majori-
ty of the pollsters don't dis-
dose information about
therr samplmg frame, sam-
pling technique and summa-
ry statistics across several
margins, we are unable to
determine where they make
grave mistakes and how
those mistakes accumulate
to produce a blunder.
Ideally, an exit poll survey
should be conducted on vot-
ers just leaving the poling
booths, which ought to be
chosen at mndom with
appropriate weiphtapge.
Every fifth or 10th person in a
chosen booth must be ques-
tioned about his or her vote;
this is called ‘systematic
sampling’. The mvestigator
has to decline if some overly
enthusiastic people want to
opmne mn between. Are our
exit polls adhering to these

I\
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"

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECT: Pollsters attempt to gauge respondents’ political inclinations. Fm

standards? Do the investiga-
tors cover voters at different
periods of the day? Do the
pollsters visit  sensitive
booths inthe nght proportion
or in the most remote areas of
the country for their sur-
veys? Usually, wedon't know
the answers to these ques-
tions., Only the estimated
magic numbers are provided
by the pollsters. To us, every-
thing i1s merely an output
from a black box, and we are
unable to assess its quality.
What about sample sizes?
The claim of a one<crore
sample size by a polling
organisation brought to
mind a prediction made dur-
ing the 1936 US presidential
election by a reputed maga-
zine, Literary Digest. The
poll, which had a sample size
of 24 lakh. showed that the

Would everyone
feel comiortable
telling an
anonymous pollster
what they really
thought about
voting, especially if
their choice ran
counter to the
prevailing wind?

Democratic candidate,
incumbent President
Franklin D Roosevelt, would
receive only 43 per cent of
the votes and the Republi
can nominee, Alfred Lan-
don, would get 57 per cent.
In reality, the outeome was
even worse than the oppo-
gite: Landon received only
a8 per cent of the wvotes,
while Roosevelt got an over-
whelming 62 per cent. A ret-
rospective examination
showed that the sample had
a serious selection bias: the
people chosen for this opin-
ion poll were drawn from
lists of magazine subscnp-
tions, club memberships
and telephone directories,
all of which at the time were
considered to be indicators
of wealth. A significant non-
response bias was also pres-

ent m the sample; out of the
one crore people the maga-
zAne approached for their
opinions, only 24 per cent
replied. However, this was
an opinion poll survey. Thir-
tv-one vears later, in the
Kentucky governor election,
pollster Warren Mitofsky of
CBS News would conduct
the first exit poll.

In any event, both exit and
opinton polls have consis-
tently produced maccurate
results across the globe.
Politicians of all hues would
concur that these predictions
can't be blindly believed.

The key pointis that poll pre-
dictions can  pn homibly
wrong, even when pollsters
adhere diligently to statistical
rules. The rationale is that the
poll is redly a psychological
one in which researchers
attempt 1o gauge respon-
dents’ political inchinations, a
very delicate subject. In a
political socety like ours, this
15 an even more dedicate mat-
ter. Would evervone feel com-
fortable telling some anony-
maous pollster what they really
thought about politics and vot-
mg, especally if their choice
ran counter to the prevatling
wind? Thus, if respondents’
comments are believed at face
value, the poll's predictions
would be glarmgly inaccurate,
However, one doesn't need to
know who islying spectfically;
only a reasonable estimate of
the overall proportions of indi-
viduals supporting  various
parties would suffice. Do our
pollsters employ a suitable

methodology in omder to
make sense of their predic-
tions by using suitable statis-
tical filtering of the respons-
es? I have never heard of a
pollster daiming to have
used any kind of methodolo-
gy for filtering in his or her
predictions, at least.

Let's acknowledge that
supporters of particular polit-
kal parties are reluctant to
participate in these kinds of
surveys. As a result, support-
ers of Opposition parties have
artificially boosted the sam-
ple. In that scenario, one
should expect a skewed and
biased prediction. In the UK,
pollsters are aware of the ‘shy
Tory factor’ or the reluctance
of Conservative party mem-
bers to participate in such
surveys, A similar  ‘shy
Trump factor' surfaced fol-
lowing Donald Trump's elec-
tion in 2016. Do our pollsters
know which party's support-
ers are reluctant to participate
in these kinds of exercises?
Do they alter the samphing
desipn  appropriately  to
address this important ssue?

Following its dismal 1936
predictions, Literary Dugest
did not conduct the exercise
subsequently. Perhaps it
understood that this wasn't
its task. Nonetheless,
throughout the Assembly
elections scheduled for later
this vear, we will be inundat-
ed with poll predictions. And
perhaps their ‘success’
would be applauded if some
of them turned out to bete
— by chance.

.I IE 4 ACROSS DO M
1 Enemy within the gates 2 Deduce (5)
[5.6) 3 Become sour (4)
O Effective (2 5) 4 Bring ino being ()
10 An obsession (5) 5 Giving out light (8)
1l Be entitled to (4) a8  Seasonal Indian Ocean
. 12 Keep one’s distance (5.3 ) wind (7]
14 Unequalled (6) 7 Show mercy toenemy (4.7)
E 16 Shade of meaning (6) 8 Lacking enthusiasm (4-7)
18 Act of retaliation (8) 13 Military insumectionist (8)
ﬂ 19 Rouse (4) 15 Call in gquestion (7}
R 22 Escape from by guile { 5) I7 Short of money (4,2)
23 Flow in drops (7} 2 Outlawed by social custom (5)
24 He, she, it, they (5,6) 21 Habimally untruthful
I person (4)

2l

31 Flimsy.

SATURDAY's solution

Across: | Demote, 4 Shambles, 9 Lonely, 10Claptrap, 12 Rife,
13 Balmy, 14 Plan. 17 Milk-and-water, 20 Bureancratic, 23
Ache, 24 Alley. 25 Fair, 28 Tolerant, 29 Dawdle, 30 Crevasse,

Down: | Doldrums, 2 Manifold, 3 Toll, 5 Half measures, 6 Mope,
7 Lordly, B Supine, 11 Hard feelings, 15 Value, 16 Zebra, 18 Al
random, 19 Scarcely, 21 Baltuc, 22 Shelve, 26 Area, 27 Fall.

SATURDAY'S SOLUTION SUNEEL MON Y 24 His
SUNRISE: TUEEDAY 51 HES
B ? g|5|12|4|7|6|8]1]|3 CITY MAX  MIN
. EELYRE Chandigarh 43 | 28
7 4 3 9 2 : - EAENER oo MNew Delhi 44 28
41 BN 2| 5] Amritsar 42 o
4 3 HAENES - ESKER Bathinda 43 25
5|2|8|11|6|4|7|3|9
Ialandhar 41 26
5 g 4 2(9|6|7 |4 13 )1 5 8 N— A5
418 |5|6(1|913|T7|2 Bhiwani a4
B 1 . 1|78 . 5|2]19|4|6 — A5
Sirsa 444
7 9 JUNE 10, 2024, MONDAY Dharamsala 33 22
M Shaka Samvat 1946 Manali 26 13
9 3 B Keshtha Shaka 20 shimla (29 |17
B Jyeshtha Parvishie 28 Srinagar 29 11
W Hiar 1445 Jammu 41 24
3 9 7|2 Bl & suiiraen Tithi 4, up 10 4 16 pm Kargil 26 |1
M Ciwuva Yoga up to 447 pm Leh 22 06
s 1 B Pushya Makshatra up to 8.40 pm Dehradun 40 24
B Moon in Cancer sign Mussoorie 29 1B
MEDIUM W Gandmooda Stan 9.40 pm TENFERATIRE B T
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1 dead, 14 hurtasvehiclerolls

down gorge in Udhampur

JAMMUL, JUKE 9§
One person was killed and 14
others mjured when a mini-
bus skidded off the road and
fell into a porge in Udhampur
distnet on Sunday.

The passenger vehicle was
on its way to Naprota from
Mamwal when its driver lost

control near Battal around
4.45 pm, a police officer said.
An unidentified person was
found dead at the scene by
the rescuers, while 14 others
werm rushed to a hospital for
treatment. The police have
initiated a probe into the
incident. — PTI

HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTE
SOCIETY SCD GOVT COLLEGE, LUDHIANA

Applications on Contract/DC Rates/Fixed Salary are invited
in the prescribed format (available on the college website
www.scdgovicollege.ac.in within 10 days of publication of this
advertisement for the posts Assistant Prof. (Computer Science,
Commerce, Mathematics), Office Superintendent, Technical
Assistant/Lab Attendantin Computer Lab, Clerk and Feon under
HEIS, 5.C.D. Govt. College, Ludhiana. Eligibility as per Pb. Govt./
PLWVUGC Morms.

D-3584

ity ICMR-NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NUTRITION

‘g%}ﬁb (INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH)

Sd/- Chairman/Chairperson

Jamai Osmania Post, Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500 007, TS

Advt. No. 346/Projects/DABS/Phase-llliChandigarh/2024 Date: 28.05.2024
WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Eligible candidates are invited to attend the Walk-in-Interview for various
Project Posts on temporary basis for the Pan India Study entitled “Diet and
Biomarkers Survey in India (DABS-I)" funded by ICMR. The interviews
will be held on 12th & 13th June, 2024 at Government Medical College
& Hospital, Sector - 32, Chandigarh. For more details like Name of the
Post, Age, Essential Qualifications, Number of vacancies, Emoluments
alc., visit our website: nin.res.infemployement.html sdi.

g Administrative Officor
for Director

GOVT. OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF POSTS

Office of Chief Postmaster General, Punjab Circle Chandigarh
No. CPTM1-120227VoHI Dated at Chandigarh the, 30.05.2024

127th DAK ADALAT

Punjab Postal Circle is arganizing 12th Dak Adalat on 20.06.2024 fram
1100 Hours to 1200 Hours in the office of the Chial Postmastar Ganaral,
Punjab Circle, Sandesh Bhawan, Sector-17E, Chandigarh— 160017 . The
said Dak Adalatl will be held through C-DOT video conferencing. The
Adalal will altend all types of long panding complaints concerning Postal
Servicas of Punjab Circle. The complaint must contain full details including
referanca numbar, date of laller received earier from various Postal
Authorties and the Mobike Number of complainant and forwarded in
advance through Registered/Speed Posl. The complaint should be
addressad to Sh. Deepak Sharma, Assislant Postmaster General [Public
Grevances), Wothe Chief Postmaster Genaral, Punjab Circle, Chandigarh
— 160017 =0 as b reach on or before 14.06.2024 by Registered/Speed
Post. The Complainant is requested to attend Dak Adalat through C-DOT
video confarencing through the link hitps fedotmeet. cdot. infvmeet/pun-
m7t-z2f on the above scheduled date and time. For any darification
Aszzistant Postmaster General {Public Grievances) may be contacted in
Telephone Mo, 0172-2Z7 270022706700,

Sd/- Assistant Postmaster General,
{Public Grievances),

| CBC 06341/11/0001/2425 Punjab Circle, Chandigarh.

PM SHRI SCHOOL JAWAHAR NAVODAYA
VIDYALAYA PEKHUBELA DISTRICGT UNA
HIMACHAL PRADESH — 174303

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tender are invited from the registered firms/suppliers/
manufacturers/authorized deslers, Self Help Groups, MSME for
the following supplies/services for the year 2024-25.

| Sr. Now [term
MER LABOUR RATES/'SERVICES

!

. HIUR R I
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES |
i

I

i

SWEETS, BREAD AND REFRESHMENT ITEMS

L | VUG AN IRCNANG B LINE ORI

Tender document along with terms and conditions are available
on our Vidyalaya website hitps://navodoya.gov.in/invs/nvs-
school/UNA/en/home/index. html and
hitps:/leprocurement.gov.in. Document can also be had from
our office on any working day between 9.00 AM to 4.00 PM
against payment of Rs. 300/- only. The documents, if downloaded
must accompany cost of tender in the shape of Demand Draft
separately besides EMSD (Financial Bid & Technical Bid should
be in sepamate envelop). Duly filled in tender complete in all
respect can either be submitted by Registered post or dropped
in tender box on or before 28.06.2024 by 4.00 PM. Tenders will
be opened on 29.06.2024 in the office of the Prncipal in the
presence of suppliers who wish to be present. PAC reserves the
right to accept or reject any tender partially or fully without
assigning any reason.
DF3732

$ufga) pap =

Sd/- Principal

NOTICEFORENGAGEMENT ONCONTRACT BASIS

P
HARERA
GURLGRANM
Applications are invited from e ligible retired persons for the following

posts in the office of Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authaority,
Gurnigram for engaging on contract basis as below:

Sr.| Name of the post Eligibility Criteria
No.

1. |Dislrict Revenua
OfficarnTahsiddar

2. |Judgement Writer

Ralired as Districl Revenua OfficerTehsikdar
from Govl of Harvana,

Retired as Judgement Writer/Senior Scale
Senographer from Gowvl. of Harvana or Punjab
& Haryana High Courl/Dis frict Court/ Tabunal of
Haryana.

Retired as Stanographer from Govt of
Harvana/Canlral Govemment or amy of their
Public Sector Undartaking/Board'Corparation
or High CourtfDistrct Court/Trbunal of Haryana.

3. | Stenographer

4. | Readear Retired as Reader from Revanue Department,
Gowl. of Harvana or Punjab & Haryana High
Court’ Distrct CourtTribunal of Haryana.

5. | Ahlmad Ratired as Al mad from Govemmant of Haryana

or Punjab & Haryvana High Courl/ District Courl/
Tribunal of Haryana.

Retired as Record Keeper from Govt of
Haryana or Punjab & Haryana High Court/
Districl Court/Tribunal of Haryana.

Age Limlt: The incumbent shall be below 65 years of age as on
01.01.2024.

Tenure of Engagement: Iniially the engagement shall be for a
pericd of one year which may be extendable on year to year basis,
bazed on suitability and performance.

Salary: Last pay drawn minus uncommuted pension as per
Government Rules.

The interested candidates may submit their Bio-Data along with all
supporting documents and a recent passport size photographin the
office of the Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority, Gurugram
at Mew PWD Rest House, Civil Lines, Gurugram on or before
24 .06.2024 (by 5:00 PM). Motice may alzo be seen on the website
of HARERA, Gurugram www . haryanarera.gov.in for information of
the prospective candidates.

6. | Record Keaper

Date: Secretary
For: Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority,
PROH 221611173 20 25/26 549 C/31 4 Gurugram

S R .

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMU, JUNE §
The BIP has started the
process to scrutinise the rea-
sons forits poorshow in sever-
al Assembly segments of Jam-
mu region durnng the recently
held Lok Sabha poll, even as
its two candidates were able to
metam theirseats and winthear
third consecutive terms.

The party high command
has asked the J&K unit of the
party, led by Ravinder Raina,
to  ascertain the reasons
behind dip in the winning
margin of the two candidates
— Jitendra Smgh from
Udhampur  and  Jugal
Kishore Shamma from Jam-
mu Lok Sabha seats, respec-
trvely. Even the non-BJP can-
didates supported by the
saffmon party were not able to
perform well, especially in
the Anantnag constituency,
which indude Rajouri and
Poonch districts of Jammu.

The BJPled Centre had
granted Scheduled Tribe (ST
status to the Pahar speaking
people of Rajouri and Poonch
and was expedting their sup-
port in the election.

While Apni Party candidate
Zafar Igbal Manhas, who had
the backing of the BJP was
able to secure the wvotes of
Pahari population in some

R

Assemnbly segments of Anant-
nag, the Gujar population
strongly voted in favour NC's
Mian Altaf, who won the poll.
It was expected that the Guj-
jars would vote agamnst the
BJP as theyv believed that
quota meant for them had
been given to Paharis.

In certain areas of Udham-
pur and Jammu LS, the BJIP
nominees trailed behind the
Congress candidates in vote
tally, The saffron party wit-
nessed setbacks, especially
in Muslim-dominated areas
of these constituencies, a
development which is now
giving nifghtmares to the
local unit of the party, which

Cong, Azad condemn
Reasibusterror attack

NEW DELHI, JUNE §
The Congress on Sunday
condemned the gruesome
terror attack on a bus carry-
mg pilgrims that resulted in
the loss of nine ives and said
the inadent reflects the true
picture of the worrving secu-
rity situation in J&K.
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Eharge said: *Even while P
Narendra Modi and his NDA
government get sworn in and
heads of several countnes are
in the country, a dastandly ter-
ronst attack on abus carrving
pilgrims has resulted in loss
of Inves of at least 10 Indians.
We unequivocally condemn
this pruesome temror attack
on our people and deliberate
affront to our national secun-
ty." he said in a post on XL
Congress  leader Rahul

PEACE CLAIMS HOLLOW

2% Allthe chest-thumping
propaganda of bringing
peace and normalcy by
the Modi (now NDA)
government rings hollow.
India stands united
against terrorism.

Mallikarjun Kharge, oo cer

(zandhi said the cowardly ter-
ronst attack on a bus carrying
pilgnms from Shivkhodi tem-
ple In Jammu and Kashmir's
Reasi distriet was extremely
gaddening, Former CM and
DPAP chief Ghulam Nali
Azad also condemned the ter-
ror attack. Taking to X Azad
said: “Strongly condemn the
terror attack on the pilgnm bus
in Ransoo, Reas1” —Agences
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JAMMU & KASHMIR/LADAKH

BJP reviews why vote share fell
in Jammu Assembly segments

Anger in Gujjar community ov

er grant of ST status to Paharis among factors

TIME TO FOCUS ON
VIDHAN SABHA POLL

&6 After a phenomenal
performance inthe Lok

- Sabha poll, the time has

come to focus onthe
upcoming Assembly poll as
the announcement of its
schedule is onthe cards.
The Election Commission
can declare the dates for
poll any day now.

Kavinder Gupta, 219 LD &RsER ov 0M

..’.‘ | << BIP leader Ashok Koul holds
t| ameeting with party workers in
u-'""*“-.d Srinagar. TRIBUNE PHOTO

has already started prepar-
g for the Assembly poll to
be held by September 30.

Jitendra Singh had got 51.28
per cent votes against 61.38
per cent in 2019, while Jugal
Kishore Sharma got 5346 per
cent votes this time, against
2302 per cent in the 2019 elec-
tion. The Election Commis-
sion has indicated that it
would conduet the Assembly
elections in J&K as per the
directions of the Supreme
Court, which had asked the
poll body to conducdt poll
before September 30.

In the Udhampur seat, Con-
gress candidate Choudhary
Lal Singh was able to secure

maore votes that the saffron
party in Inderwal. Bhader-
wah., Doda and Banihal
Assembly  segments,  Lal
Singh was also supported by
the PDP and NC in Udham-
pur, and both of these parties
did not field candidates to
avord division of votes. The
BIP led in 14 of 18 Assembly
segments in Udhampur

It has been learnt that the
saffron part is already in dis-
cussion with the local leaders
of the district to increase the
percentage of vote share in
the Assembly poll. In the
Jammu Lok Sabha seat,
BJP's Jugal Kishore Shamma
led in 15 of 18 Assembly cone-

stituencies. The party did not
perform well in Jammu East,
Nagrota, Ramgarh and Bahu
segments, even as they are
Hindu-dominated. Senior
BIP leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister Kavin-
der Gupta recently asked par-
tv workers to intensify efforts
and concentrate on winning
the upcoming Assembly poll.

Gupta said: “After a phe-
nomenal performance in the
Lok Sabha poll, the time has
come to foous on the upcom-
mmg Assembly poll as the
announcement of its schedule
15 on the cands and the Elec-
tion Commission can declare
the dates any day now.”

Che CTribune
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Lamba: Modi
willbe aweak
PMin3rdterm

SRINAGAR, JUNE 9
Narendra Modi would be a
“weak” Prime Minister in his
third term as the B.JP did not
get majority on its own in the
Lok Sabha elections, Con-
gress leader Alka Lamba said
here on Sunday:

A weak PM is takang oath,
this PM does not have majori-
ty. Theautocrat is falling weak:
He was asking for 400 seats to
change the Constitution. He
failed to even get majority”
Lambasaid. Shewho was here

Cong top brass to take
call on continuation of
pre-poll alliances

to interact with Mahila Con-
gress leaders and workers,
sShe claimed the Opposition
had achieved a “victory” in
saving democracy in the
country. “Modiwon't be able
to crush democracy now. He
won't be able to deny the
rights of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the
country. This is our victory,”
Lamba added. “In Jé&E the
BJP won two seats, INDIA
won two seats while an Inde-
pendent won one seat. If we
talk about Kashmir, BJP did
not even field a candidate
because the wounds miflicted
by them on J&K are very
deep,” she said. Asked if the
Congress would continue its
pre-poll albances, Lamba said
the party’'s top leadership
would take a call on it. — PTI

Allsteps being taken to maintain peace: Army

Our CORRESPONDENT

SRINAGAR, JUNE 9
Generl officer Commanding
(GoC) of Srinagar-based
Ammy's 15 Corps, Lieutenant
CGovernor RajivGhai, on Sun-
day sad the stuation along
the Line of Control (LoC) was
stable and all measures were
being taken to maintain
peace in the Valleyw He was
talking to reporters on the
sidelines of a febicitation cere-
mony of Kargil War veterans
at the General Bipin Rawat
Stadum in Baramulla.

OUn the remarkcs made by
DGP RR Swain on Saturday
that 70 to 80 foreign temrorists
were active in J&K and the
forus of terrorism had shafted
from local to foreign, the GoC
said: “The numbers suprested
by the DGP are a fact. Whatev-
er is needed to keep the situa-
tion stable will be done by the

Bittu: Will act as bridge between...

twn-decade politeal career, the:
48vearold firebrand padiiaan
vows o act as a bndge between
Punjab and Delhi. “T wall take
up all issues conceming Pun-
jab. mainly those related to
farmers, directhywiththe PMto
pet these addressed once for
all” the Congresstumed-BJP
leader told The Tribune over
the phone from Delhi, “Tt was
an unexpected call that I
received this moming follow-
mg which I mished to the
PM's residence where I was
told that Iwould be part of the
Modi 3.0 Cabinet,” Bittu said.

He said his induction into
the Cabinet had proved that
Pumgab figured on the top
among Modi's pnority states,

“The BJP lnst all 13 Lok Sabha
seats in Punjaband still gavea
Cabinet berth tothe state, Tt is
nothing less than Modi's gift
to Punjab,” Bittu said. Main-
taining that the fammers’
protest was among the major
1ssues, Bittu said he would
talk to farm union leaders and
take them to PM Modi to pet
all their pgenuine demands
met and bring a permanent
solution to the issue that had
been simmering since  the
intmduction of the three con-
troversial farm laws in Sep-
tember 2020. Though the leg-
1slations were later withdrawn,
the farmers continued to hold
a prudge against the saffron
party. The SAD had to walk

out of the alliance with the
BJP over thisissue,

He said Punjab would be
among the major beneficiary
states under the new Modi
government. He said bnng-
ing major infrastructure
development projects and
giving thrust to agriculture,
health, education. industry
and the “detenorating” law
and order situation would be
his top agenda, Bittu, aClass
XII pass-out and a licensed
commercial pilot, had sue-
cessfully  contested  his
maiden election from the
Anandpur Sahib Lok Sabha
constituency in 2009, Then
a4, Bittu was the voungest
MP from Punjab.

Two berths in kitty, TDP keen on spl..

Naichi was swomn in as a Cabinet
Minister while ancther TDP MP
Chandrma Sekhar Pemmasam
ook oath as a Minaster of State
The party islikely tobe phventawn
more ministenal berths in the
nexct Cabinet esqpansion, soumes
gaid, The son-in-law of late Tel-
ugu actor and former Andhra
Pradedh Chief Mimsger NT
Rama Rao who founded the
TDP IN 1982, N Chandmbabu
Naidu 15 known to be a prag-
matic politiian. He is sched-
uled to take oath onJune 12 as
the Chief Mimaster of Andhm
Pradesh, which lost its capital

Hydermbad to Telangana fol-
lowing bifiireation of the state

As the new Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh, he
needs huge funds to fulfil
his dream of building a new
state capital at Amaravati.
The TDP has reportedly
asked for a special package
of Bs 5 lakh crore for
Andhra Pradesh.

Outgoing CM and YSR
Congress Party leader YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy's plan
to builld three capitals of
Andhra Pradesh - one each
to headquarter the state leg-

islature (at Amravati), execu-
tive (at Visakhapatnam) and
judiciary{at Kurnool)-led to
legal wrangles and confu-
sion over the issue, putting
Amaravati project on the
backburner

Nowthat the TDP 15 back in
power in Andhra Pradesh
along with Jan Sena Party
and the BJP with a huge
majority, winning 164 seats
together in the 175-member
House, Nadu has got an
opportunity to revive his
dream project of bulding a
new capital at Amaravati.

—_

Army officials during a felicitation ceremony of Kargil War veterans

at the General Bipin Rawat Stadium in Bammulla on Sunday.

secunty agencies.”

About situation along the
LoC, the GoC said: “The situa-
tion along the borders is sta-
ble” On the recent successful
anti-militancy operation m
sSouth Kashmir in which the
longest surviving Lashkare-

Toiba commander was killed,
the GoC 15 Corps said: “Every
suoressful anti-militancy oper-
ation is a progress ahead.”
Eadier, the GoC said in the
Eargil War, the Himalayvan reg-
ment of the Army had grvena
befiting reply to the enemy:

Securityforces
recoverlEDs
in Pulwama

SRINAGAR, JUNKE Y
The security forces recov-
ered two Improvised Explo-
sive Devices (IEDs) from a
field in Pulwama district on
Sunday, an official said.

The IEDs — buned
underground in two plas-
tic containers — were
recovered by the security
forces from the Nehama
area of Pulwama districet,
the official added. He said
that a bomb disposal
squad was summoned at
the site and the explosives
were destroved by the
forces without causing any
damage. Many IEDs have
been recovered in the
Union Territory i1n the
recent past. — PT1

Fitness first
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Yogaenthusiasts at the Mubarak Mandi complex ahead of International Yoga Dayin Jammu. #ri

9dieasbus...
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Narvana Hospital and some to
the district hospital in Reasi,
She added that the security
forees were on high alert for
past many days and the whole
shiv Khon Shrine was under
tight security. She said village
defence puards had also been
put on alert. At least 20 munds
of AT and M4 carbine were
found on the road where the
iident took place, Locals of
Tervath wvillape in Pouni
where the incident took place
immediately started rescuing
the pil grims.

Security forces, including
the J&K Police, rushed to the
spart to help the pilgrims and
also to search the area. The
area was cordoned off.

Modi’s NDA = Naidu+ Nitish

FROM FAGE 1
Cabinet — Rao Inderjit (Gur-
gaon MP), Arjun Ram Meghw-
al (Bikaner MP) and Jitendra
Singh (Udhampur MP) —
have been metamned. Two
inductions in this segment are
of NDA leaders — ShivSena's
Prataprao Jadhav from Maha-
rashtra and RLD's Jayant
Chaudhry, Among 36 minis-
ers of state who took oath
today, only 10 are the oneswho
were also part of Modi's outgo-
mg Councal of Ministers,

All other faces in this sec-
tion are new, including for-
mer three-term Ludhiana
MP Ravneet Bittu, who lost
to Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Warring this
time; first-ever BJP MP

from Kerala and actor
Suresh Gopi, former UPA
minister and current Pilib-
hit MP Jitin Prasad and
Karnataka BJP leader V
Somanna, who reluctantly
contested the state poll
against CM Siddaramaiah
and lost, among others.
Asagainst 71 ministers in
the outgoing council, the
newly sworn one has T2
members, with further
expansions expected later
to accommodate allies of
the NDA. In the outgomng
council, there were 26 Cabinet
ministers, three MoS (Inde-
pendent charge) and 42 Mos.
The new council has 31 Cahi-
net ranks, five MoS (nde-
pendent charge) and 36 Mos.
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Team Modi fea

NEERA] MOHAN

NEW DELHI, JUNE §

As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi prepares for his third
term, several new faces fmm
the northern states of the
country were mducted to his
Cabinet, mduding former
Harvana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Ehattar,
Rawmneet Singh Bittu and BJP
president JP Nadda.

With the third Modi govern-
ment taking shape on sun-
day, 33 first-timers will grace
its ranks and at least six of
them hail from well-known
political families.

Those joining Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's council
of ministers for the first time
inchude three former chief
ministers — Shivmaj Singh
Chouhan (Madhva Pradesh),
Manohar Lal Ehattar
{(Harvana) and HD
Kumaraswamy (Karnatakal.

Prior to elections, the BJP
had removed Khattar from
the post of the Harvana CM
and he successfully contested
the LS elections from Karnal.

RaoIndenit Singh, a sipnif-
icant Yadav leader and Guru-
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President Droupadi Murmu with PM Narendra Modi and lawmakers after their oath during a swearing-in ceremony in New Delhi. Revters

gram MP has also been
mducted into the Cabinet asa
Minister of State. This move
aims to strengthen the BJP's
nfluence in the Yadav-domi-
nated Ahmwal region of
Harvana, where the BJP won
Yadav-dominated Gurugam
and Bhiwani-Mahendragarh
seats for the second term.
Another leader fmom the
poll-bound Haryana is Kris-
han Pal Gurjar. The Faridabad
MP and former Union minis-
ter has been inducted into the

Delhi lad gets 355,
highest-ever marks
in JEE-Advanced

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE §
Ved Lahoti from the Della
zone has topped the OT
entrance exam JEE-Advanced
gsecuring 320 out of 360 marks,
the highest ever, officials sasd
on Sunday. The previou s high-
est was 352 in 2022

According to IIT Madras,
which conducted the Joint
Entrance FExm (JEE)-
Advanced this yvear, Dwha
Dharmeshkumar Patel from
IIT Bombay zone is the top-
per among women candi-
dateswith 332 marks, Her all-
India rank is seven.

Ved's mother Jaya Lahotiis
a housewife and father
Yopesh Lahoti 18 a construe-
tion manager with a provate
firm. Ved, who scored 98.6 per
cent marks n Class X and
976 per cent in Class XII,
said, “Nothing 15 impossible.
If vou are determined, every-
thing 1s possible. There
should be a goal i hife and it
should be bhig.” His favourite

Pandian quits
active politics
afterdefeatof
BJDin Odisha
EHUBAN ESWAR, JUNE §
Exactly six months and 13
days after joining politics,
former bureaucrat VK Pan-
dian on Sunday announced
his withdrawal from active
politics following the BJD's
drubbing m both the
Assembly and Lok Sabha
polls, but said he would
keep Odisha in the core of
his heart and ‘Guru Naveen
Babu' in his breath.

In a video message, Pandi-
an said his only intention to
join politics was to assist
Naveen Patnaik, which is
why he did not contest in
the 2024 elections. He also
apologised to the people and
BJD leaders and workers if
thev held him responsible
for the electoral loss.

During the campaign,
Pandian had asserted that
he would quit politics if par-
ty president Patnaik did not
become the Chief Minister
of Odisha for the sixth con-
secutive time after the
Assembly elections.

The swearing-in cere-
mony for the first BJP
government in Odisha
has been rescheduled
from June 10 to June 12,
party leaders Jatin
Mohanty and Vijaypal
singh Tomar confirmed
here on Sunday. — PTI

subject is Maths.

Other toppers nclude
Aditva from Delhi zone, who
secured ATR 2 by securing 346
marks. Bhogal Palli Sandesh
from Madras zone bagped
ATHR 3 with 338 marks, fol-
lowed by Ehythm Kedia from
Roorkee with 337 marks and
ATR 4, and Putti Kushal
Kumar from Madras zone
with 334 marks and AIR 5.

Rajdeep  Mishra {333
marks) and Dwija (332
marks) from Bombay zone
bagpged the sicth and seventh
positions. Koduru Tejeswar
(331 marks) from Madrms
ranked eighth, Dhruvin H
Doshi (329 marks) from Bom-
bay has bapgred the nminth
position, and Alladaboina
SeDE Sidhvik Suhas (320
marks) from DMadras has
secured ATR 10,

A total of 48,248 candidates
have qualified the exam for
admission to ITTs, of which
7.964 are women. Of 158 for
eipn candidates who took the
test, only seven have qualified.

Planelands, another
takes off within
minutes; DGCA
probesincident

MUMBAL JUNE §
Aviation regulator DGCA 15
probing an incident of an Indi-
(0 plane landing and an Air
India aircraft takingoff from
the same runway in less than
a minute at the Mumbai air-
port, officials said on Sunday:

The watchdog has de-ros-
tered the Air Tmaffic Con-
troller (ATC bwho was on duty
at the time of the incident on
Saturday, while IndiGo has
initiated a probe into the mat-
ter, they added. A purported
video of one plane landing
and another taking off from
the same runway has been
shared on social media.

“We are conducting a probe
and have already de-rostered
the ATCO mwlved in the
incident,” the DGCA offical
said. Mumbai airport is a sin-
gle-runway operation with
two crossing runways 0927
and 14/32 that handles over
850 flights per day. On a sin-
Fle rumwvay RW2T at the
Mumbai airport, there are
around 46 arrivals and depar-
tures per hour

Indi(z0 said its arcraft con-
tinued the approach and
linding as per the ATC
instrnuctions. “On June 38,
IndiGo flight 6E 6053 from
Indore was given landing
clearance by ATC at Mumba
Airport. — PTI

Cabinet. His elevation high-
lights the BIF's focus on the
OBC community:

Meanwhile, a Conpress tume
coat from Punjab Ravneet Bit-
t's mductkn into the Union
Cabinet as a Minister of State
came as a supree. Bittu, prand-
son of slain Punjab Chief Minis-
fer Beart Singh, shifted to the
BJP before the 2024 Lok Sabha
dections. Although he lost the
Ludhiana seat to Punjab Con-
fress chief Amannder Singh
Raja Wamng by over 20000

votes, his melusion would send a
stiong message to  Pungab,
where the BJP failed towin any
st and 15 facing severe cnticiam
from the Barmers, Bittu has been
a Lok Sabha MP from Anand-
pur Sahib n 2009 and from Lod-
hiana in 2014 and 2019 ona Gon-
press tiekoet. He hails from Eofla
Afphana villge in Paval Assem-
by seement of Ludhiana,

Another pmominent face

frormm the northem state of

Himachal Pradesh inducted in
the Cabinet is JP Nadda, who

has replaced another leader of
the hill state Anurag Thakur
Nadda, the BIP president, is
unlikely to continue as the par-
ty chiefas his term willend this
month. Despite Thakur's fifth
consecutmve win from Hamir-
pur, he failed to secure a Cabi-
net berth. It's clear that
Thakur has been dropped to
accommodate Nadda., From
2014 to 2019, when JP Nadda
wais a part of the Modi Cabinet,
Thakur was working for the
party crganisation. After JP

Nadda became the BJP chiet,
Thakur jomned the Cabinet.
There are reports that Thakar
might be given an important
rode 1n the party again.
Meanwhile, another new
face inducted into the Union

Cabinet 15 Jayvant Chaud-
hary. The grandson of for-
mer Prime Minmster Chaud-
hary Charan Singh and
Rashtriva Lok Dal (RLD)
chief Javant 15 considered a
prominent Jat leader from
western Uttar Pradesh.

09

INDIA blocleaders stay
away from oath event

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE §
Several prominent leaders
associated with the INDIA
bloe and key opposition par-
ties didn't attend the oath-
taking ceremony of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his Cabinet, displaying
unity and leaving a mes-
sage of strong opposition.,
However, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
attended the ceremony as
the leader of Opposition in
Rajva Sabha and a repre-
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Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge with Pramod Kumar Mishra,
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sentative of the INDIA bloc.
Eharge also eriticised the
previous term of the Modi
government for insulting
the opposition.

“We are attending the
ceremony because of our
constitutional responsibili-
tyv. As the Rajva Sabha LoP
I am attending this event.
Evervone knows the atti-
tude of this government.
They have always insulted
the opposition, but as the
Rajva Sabha LoP I am ful-
filling this responsibility,”
said Kharge.
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Principal Secretary to the PM, at the swearing-in ceremaony. ax
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WORLD

US citizen among three hostages
killed in Israels Gazaraid: Hamas

CAIRD, JUNE §
Hamas' armed al-Qassam
Brigades said in a video
posted onits Telegram chan-
nel on Sunday that three
hostages, including a US at-
izen, were killed in an Israeh
military operation on Satur-
day in which some hostapes
were freed.

The proup did not release
the names of those said to be
killed, but the video showed
what appeared to be three
unidentifiable corpses using
censor bars over their faces,
Your captives will not be
released unless our prisoners
are freed.” the video added.

Israel rescued four
hostages held by Hamasina
hostage-freeing operation in
central Gaza's al-Nuseimton
Saturday which killed 274
Palestmians.

A Hamas assertion on Sat-
urday that some hostages
wemne killed in the operation
was dismissed shortly after-
wands as a "blatant hie” by an
Israeli military spokesman,

The Palestinian death toll is
the worst over a 24-hour perr
od of the Gaza war for months
and including many women
and children, Palestinian
medics sad. — Reuters
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A damaged structure after Israeli strikes in the central Gaza Strip on Sunday. REUTERS

AID FLOW RESUMED

Washington: Badly needed
aid has been delivered into
Gazafrom a newly repaired
American-uilt pier, a US
official said, following prob-
lems that had plagued the
effort to bring supplies to
Palestinians by sea. The
pier constructed by the
American military was only
operational for about a
week before it was blown
apart in high winds. ar

Hit one of Russia’s most

advanced jets: Ukraine

KYIY, JUNEG
Ukraine today said its forces
hit an ultra-modem Russian
warplane stationed on an air
base nearly 600 km from the
front ines, after 1ts Western
allies allowed Kyiv to use
their weapons for limited
strikes inside Russia,

Eyrv's main military intel-
ligence service shared satel-
lite photos it said showed the
aftermath of the attack. If

INFQCUS

Ablendofa
welHramed
agricultural power
supply policy and
efficient cultural
practices can
ensurea
water-efficient
paddy-wheat
system. It can
reduce the
groundwater
extraction to the
extent of 40-50%
ofwhat is being
consumed by the
traditional practice
of irmigation,
especially inthe
case of paddy. It
canalsoreduce
Punjab’s burden
on subsidy for

confirmed. #t would mark
Ukmine's first known suc-
cessful strike on a Su-57
fighter plane, a twin-engine
stealth fighter lauded as
Moscow's most advanced
military aircraft. — AP

POPE FOR CEASEFIRE

Vatican City: Pope Francis
called today for humanitari-
an ald to urgently reach
Palestiniansin Gaza and for
Israel and Hamasto imme-
diately accept proposals for
a cease-fire and release of
hostages. During his Sun-
day noon blessing, Francis
sald: "l encourage the inter-
national community to act
urgently to come to the aid
ofthe people of Gaza..." ar

' HOUTHIS ATTACK SHIP

Manama: A missile attack
by Yemen's Houthi rebels
hit an Antigua-and Barbuda-
flagged cargo ship in the
Gulf of Aden, the latest
assault on shipping in the
region. The missile hit the
ship's forward station late
Saturday, starting a fire that
those on board later put
out, the private security firm
Ambrey said. A second mis-
sile missed the ship. ar

[ran okays 6 candidates
for presidential race

DUBAI, JUNE §
Iran's Guardian Council on
Sunday approved the coun-
try's hard-line parliament
speakerand fve otherstorun
inthe country’s June 28 pres-
idential election following a
helicopter crash that killed
President Ebrahim Raisi and
seven others,

The council agan barred for-
mer President DMahmoud

Ahmadinejad, a firebrand pop-
ulist knowmn for the crackdown
that followed hisdisputed 2009
re-election, from nnning.

The most prominent candi-
date remains Mohammed
Bagher Qalibaf, 62, a former
Tehmn mayor with close tieg
to the country's paramilitary
Revolutionary Guamd. He ran
unsuccessfully for president
in 2005 and 2013. — AP

AGRICULTURE

PADDY FARMING

Seven Pakistani
soldiers killed in
bomb explosion

ISLAMABAD, JUNEQ
A bomb blast targeting a mil-
tary truck killed seven sol-
diers on Sunday in north-
western Pakistan along the
border with Afghanistan, the
army said.

The incident took place in
the Lakka Marwat distnct
which is on the edge of a law-
less tribal region divided on
both sides of the border.

The mprovised explosive
device exploded near the mil-
itary vehicle, killing seven
soldiers meluding an officer,
the army said in a statement.

“The perpetrators of this
heinous act will be brought
to justice,” it said. There was
no immediate claim of
responsibility. The tribal
region has long been a safe
haven for Islamist militants
who operate on both sides of
the border.

An umbrella gmoup of
Islamist and sectarian militant
groups called Tehreelk-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan has been wag-
ng a war against the state to
trv to overthrow the govern-
ment. — Reuters
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US turning South China Sea into
‘whirlpool of arms race’: China

BEIJING, JUKE §
The TUS poses the larpest
security challenge in the
South China Sea as its mili-
tary deplovment there is
turnin g it into *the whirlpool
of an arms race”, Chinese
Vice Foreign Minister Sun
Weidong said in remarks
published on Sunday.

Recent maritime min-ins
between Chma and the
Philippines, a US treaty ally,
have made the highly strate-
gie south China Sea a poten-
tial flashpoint between Wash-
ington and Beijing.

“At present, the biggest
security challenge in the
sSouth China Sea comes
from outside the region,”
Sun said in comments pub-
lished by his ministry, after
attending a  high-level
meeting on East Asian
cooperation in Laos.

Sun said US-led forces were
“nmomoting military deploy-
ment and actions in the South
China Sea, inciting and inten-
sifying maritime disputes and
contradictions, and damaging

A Philippine naw ship in South China Sea. REUTERS FILE

the leptimate rights and
interests of coastal countnes”,

A move by the United
States to deploy medium-
range missile systems in the
area “is draggmg the region
into the whirlpool of an arms
race, placing the entire Asia
Pacific region under the
shadow of geopolitical con-
flicts”, Sun said.

In April, the Philippines
gaid during a meeting with
US allies that it was deter
mined toassert its sovereign
rights in the South China

Seqa, acousing China of esca-
lating “its harassment” of the
Philippines.

The Philippines and Chi-
na have sparred repeatedly
this past vear near disputed
features that fall within
Manila's exclusive econom-
ic zone, China routinely
accuses the Philippines of
encroachment while Manila
and its allies have con-
demned what they call
agpression by Beijing. The
US has said it stands with
Manila. — Reuters

BREUSSELS, JUNE §

expected before the last

Edgefor far—nght partiesin European polls

Voters across the European
Union are going to the polls
on the final day of voting for
the European parliamentary
elections to choose their rep-
resentatives for the next
five-vear term.

Polls opened in 20 EU
countries early on Sunday
for the June 6-9 elections for
a new European Padiament,
the legislative branch of the
2T-member bloc.

Milhons of Europeans
have been casting their bal-
lots this week in one of the
world's biggest democratic
elections. Farright parties
are looking to gain maore
power amid a rise in the cost
of hving and farmers' dis-

People cast vote at a polling station during the European
Parliament election in Madrid, Spain, on Sunday. REUTERS

content, while the wars m
Gaza and Ukraine are also
key topics weighing on the
minds of voters,

The economy, jobs, poverty

and social exclusion, public
health, climate change and
the future of Europe are also
prominent 155ues,

Officdal results are not

polling stations in all 27T EU
nations dose late on Sunday:

Some 38 million Spaniards
are eligible tovote Sundavyto
elect 61 members of the T20-
seat European Parliament.

The far-right was seen
seoring big pains in Ger-
many and Austria in Sun-
day's EU election, opinion
polls showed, joining the
Netherlands in offering the
first signs that an expected
rightwards shift in the
FEuropean Parliament is
happening.

Germany elects 96 of the
120 lawmakers who wall
make up Europe's new
Parliament, the biggest
single share, — Agencies

Intermittentirrigation amust to curb water wastage

SURINDER 5 KUkaL anD KB SinGH

IVERSIFYING area

under paddy to other

crops has been and is

being advocated 1n the
nort hwestern region of the coun-
trv. Various schemes for crop
diversification have not seen the
light of day due to the lack of eco-
nomically matching alternative
crops and the absence of assured
procurement at the minimum
support price. On the otherhand,
the area under paddy has
increased consistently. During
the past decade and a half, the
areaunder paddy increased from
28 to 31.7 lakh hectares in Pun-
jab. The area irrigated by canal
water dechned from 16.6 lakh
hectares in 1990-91 to 11.4 lakh
hectares in 2020-21. This has led
to grave depletion of groundwa-
ter, thereby threatening the sus-
tainability of agriculture in the
food bowl of the country. Farm-
ers have to bear a large financial
burden to deepen their tube-
wells for extracting water from
deeper layers, thereby adding to
their debt burden. The state gov-
ernment also has to shell out a
lot of money every wvear to
ensure subsidised power supply
to the tubewells. The govern-
ment subsidy on agricultural
power in Punjab increased from
Rs 2805 crore in 2009-10 to

AREA UNDER PADDY IN PUNJAB

(i theasand bectars)
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more than 1,800 mm of irrigation
water, apart from rainwater. This
gap between actual croprequire-
ment and that applied by the
farmers needs to be lowered for
ensuring water-efficient paddy.
The intermittent irrigation
after two weeks of continuous
standing water, as recommend-
ed by Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity long ago, is not being
followed by farmers, thanks to
the highly subsidised power for
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rain}. The micro-climatic condi-
tions become conducive for a
higher incidence of insect-pests
and diseases. Intermittent irri-
gation results in better condi-

tions for a lower incidence of

pests and diseases. This lowers
the input {pesticide) costs, apart
from lesser extraction of ground-
water. Thus, to achieve effective
intermittent irrigation, it is pro-
posed that the power supply to
the feeders be provided as per

1718 201819

Jq0 3046 3064 3102 313 3149 315 3168

irrigation water can be avoided
by  intermittent irrigation.
Inecreasing the power supply
duration from eight to 14-16

hours will lead to avoidance of

repeat irrigation in a partially
irrigated field. This power sup-
ply policy, if implemented, can
prove to be a win-win situation
for the farmers and the state.
Also, the power supply in the
command area of a particular
feeder needs to be curtaded 15

01920 2202 200122 NV-B

SUBSIDY ON
AGRICULTURAL POWER
SUPPLY IN PUNJAB
Year Euhsldz._r (¥ cr)
200910 2,805
" 201011 2,703
"2011:12 3,880
=201213 4,787
201314 4,778
201415 4,455
201516 4,710
201617 5,197
y =2017-18 5,977
| ™201819 6,256
-~ | "2019-20 6,060
7 |m2020-21 6,735
| m2021-22 7,085
¢ |m202223 7,722
SOURCE: PUNJAB STATE POWER
CORPOIRATION LIMITED

large scale by farmers, has led to
the creation of bigger irrigation
plots {more than two acres),
which ideally should be less
than one acre for paddy. The
bigger the irrigation plot, the
higher will be the application of
irrigation water.

B A huge amount of irrigation
water pets wasted before and
during puddling. Fields are
continuously filled with water
2-3 davs before the actual pud-

June 20 to escape the harsh
and dry weather conditions
and hence save upon water
use by the crop.

B The depth of irrigation water in
paddy fields during an irrigation
should not be more than 5 em as
a higher depth of standing water
leads to faster movement of
water into the soil.

B The under-bund percolation in
the paddy fields should be
checked by ensuring not to
remove the puddle for plastering
the field bunds.

B Farmers should avoid the use
of automatic starters at tubewells
as they lead to unnecessary
application of irnigation even ifit
is not actually required or it is
the rainy season,

B The aerobic cultivars of pad-
dy need to be developed for
saving water both in direct-
speded and puddled trans-
planted cultural systems.

B Sturdy and affordable sensors
like tensiometers need to be
developed and standardised for
the exact time of irrigation of the
paddy crop, especially during
uncertain weather conditions.

A blend of a well-framed agricul-
tural power supply policy and effi-
cient cultural practices canensure
a water-efficient paddy-wheat sys-
tem. It can reduce the groundwa-
ter extraction to the extent of 40-
50 per cent of what 15 being

Eﬂg“[ﬂ_] |t|_}ra | Rs 7.722 crore in 2022-23. tubewells in the region. It 18  the intermittent irrigation days before the expected harvest dling and transplanting. The consumed by the traditional prac-

| The practice of continuous high time that a power supply schedule. A particular feeder time of the paddy arop. Similarly, fields should be irrigated just tice of irrigation, especially in the

DDWE{- SUDD }'{ flooding of paddy fields, varying policy be framed and imple- supplyving eight hours’ power during rainydays, the agricultur- before puddling and trans- case of paddy In addition, it can

Shﬂrt_d Ul‘atlﬂﬂ from one to three months, cou- mented by the states so thatthe  daily during the period of two al power supply should be planting, and the depth of reducethe state's burden onsub-

, pled with heavy irrigation hags sameamount of paddy could be  weeks after the transplanting stopped altogether. Otherwise, standing water should not sidyforagricultural power supply.
CU'U‘M‘E 'S II:]If Dad d}" put great pressure on groundwa-  grown with half the water being  date must shift to intermittent even during the rains, the tube- exceed 5 em.

h |d b tE'd ter, which is falling at an average consumed presently. supply at an interval of two days  wells keep running, leadingtothe ¥ Short-duration cultivars of pad- EKukol 15 a member of the Punjoab
Snou £ DrDmD rate of 65-T0 cm every vear. The It 15 well known that during afterthe previous irrigation. But  loss of water as well as energy. dy should be promoted as a Water Regulation & Development
tD cqye wrater actual water consumed in paddy  very wet years (good rainfall), power supply should be dedicat- shorter rrigation period leads to  Awuthority, Chandigarh; KB Singh

: fields, inthe form of evaporation  the paddy yields in Punjab and  edly ensured for 14-16 hours. Vital interventions better water-saving. s Director, Punjab Agricultural
and transpiration, is 600-7T00 Haryana are lower than during This way, the state willbe ableto  ® The side-effect of laser level- ® The transplanting of paddy Management & Extension
mm, for which farmers consume  the dry ones (below-normal  savepower. The sheer wastage of  ling of fields being adoptedena  should ideally begin  after Treinwng Institute, Ludhionoe
Send your feedback to lﬂlﬂ'ﬁl@iﬁbunmnﬂ.mm
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ERIDGETOWN, JTUNE 9
Defending champions Enp-
land charged at Australia’'s
tournament-best total of 201
and fell 36 runs short in a
one-sided T20 World Cup
contest on Saturday.

The first big heavyweight
match of the tournament
failed to live up to the
billing as Australia impres-
sively squeezed England,
who hit only three bound-
aries in the last six overs at
Eensington Owval.

Forced to bat first, Aus-
tralia’s openers David
Warner and Travis Head
made a brutal start— 70/0in
4.5 overs. Despite being
pulled back, Austraha post-
ed 201/7. the highest total in
the week-old tournament
featuring tricky pitches.

Tasked with making the
third-biggest successful run
chase in the tournament’s
history, Enpland took a
gwipe but fell apart to be
restrained to 165/6. Adam
Zampa and Pat Cummins
took twowickets each.

Australia moved to the
top of Group B with two
wins from two matches,
while England remained
winless with Oman and
Namibia to come.

England’'s chase was meas-
ured but cruising. Phil Salt
and Jos Buttler had them 54-
0 after the powerplay. Zampa
spun the momentum back
Australia’s way. His first
ball bowled Salt. Buttler
then hit Zampa straight to
backward point.

England were 922 in the
10th over and on track, but
the middle-order failed to fire
as they were pinned down by
the Australian battery.

WI get big win
Greorgetown: Upganda
equalled the lowest score
ever recorded ata T20 World
Cup on Saturday when they
tumbled to 39 all out against
West Indies at the Provi-
dence Stadium. Nether-
lands also scored 39 against
sri Lanka in 2014,

West Indies, who reached

BRIEFLY

BUDAPEST

Reetika clinches silver in
ranking series

Indian wrestler Reetika
Hooda bagged the silver
medal in the women's 7Gkg
category at the Polyak Imre
and Varga Janos Memorial
wrestling tournament. With
less than six competitors in
the women's 7T6kg weight
category, the Mordic system
was followed. In this
system, the competing
grapplers faced each other
in a round-robin format. The
U23 world champion won
three of her four bouts.

HELSINGEORG (SWEDEM )
Shubhankar shoots 1-under
to slip to tied-26th

India's Shubhankar Sharma
shot aslightly pedestrian 1-
under 71 inthe third round to
slip totied-26th at the
Scandinavian Mixed golf
tournament. Sharma, who had
6969 in his first two rounds,
was looking good at 3-under
through the first eight holes with
four birdies against one bogey.
Hethen found the water offthe
tee on the par4 13th and also
went into deep rough before
finally holing for a triple bogesy.

PORTLAMND

Sanjivani bags top spotin
10,000m event

Asian Championships bronze
medallist runner Sanjivani
Jadhav won the gruelling
women's 10,000m raceat the
Portland Track Festival High-
Performance Meet, clocking a
personal best time of 32
minutes, 22.77 seconds.
Commeonwealth and Asian
Games medallist Avinash
Sable clocked 8:21.85 inthe
men's 3000m steeplechase to
finish second. Parul
Chaudhary finished third inthe
women's steeplechase,
clocking 9:31.38. AGENCIES

TODAY ON TV

T20WORLD CUP
SOUTH AFRICA VS BANGLADESH
STAR SPORTS 8PM

e
WORLD CUP

the

173/6 after winning
toss and electing to bat
won by 134 runs, the sec-
ond-largest margin in T20
World Cup history.

West Indies, playing their
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Australia’s all-round performance flattens defending champions England

Wizards of Oz

Uganda were bowled out for the lowest score ever
recorded at a T20 World Cup. Netherlands had also

scored 39 against Sri Lanka in 2014

Pulling out of IPL working wonders for Zampa
Australia spinner Adam Zampa said that pulling out of the IPL
was the “bestthing” to do coming into the T20 World Cup,
adding that skipping the league also allowed him to spend
time with family and tend to injuries. "Obviously made that
decision a little while ago to pull out of the IPL and | thoaught it
was the best thing for me maoving forward into this World
Cup,” said Zampa, who was named the Player of the Match. |
was tired, | had some niggles and I'm a family man as well, so
trying to putthem first over work sometimes is pretly impor-
tant. | actually am a bit of aslow starter and | put in a little bit
of extra work. My body feels great and | just did that bit of
extra work. Maybe a bit more bowling than | usually would
before a tournament like this. And then the practice games
and everything just feels nice atthe moment,” he added. r/m

final pame I Guyana
before flving to Trinidad
where they meet New
Zealand on Wednesday, also
strugpled to time the ball on
another low, slow pitch.

The home side's left-
arm spinner Akeal Hosein
took 5/11 after opening the
bowling. “I think I needed
this,” said Hosein after
accepting the Player of

Pro League: Indianteams end

campaigns

[l .

with cI defeats

Boththe women's and men's teams conceded |ate goals to lose 2-3 to Great Britain. Fu

LONDON, JUNE §
Veteran pgoalkeeper PR
sreejesh showed superhu-
man reflexes to save a
penalty stroke but that was
not enough as India, who
conceded just 38 seconds
into the match, lost 2-3 to
Great Britain in the men's
FIH Pro League here today:

The result meant the
Craig Fulton-coached
India finished their Pro
League campaign with a
second successive 2-3 loss,
India finished with 24
points from 16 games,

Sukhjeet &Singh (19th
minute) and Harmanpreet
Singh (36th) scored for
India, while Phil Roper
{1st), Jack Waller (37th) and
Alan Forsyth (b0th)were on
target for the hosts.

“In every game we always
learn. Today we playved very
well, we created and con-
verted well today. It's a
good lesson before the
Olympics. It's been a long
time where we have worked
in our camps. We are fit, we
trust the process, and we
are good to go I think.”
skipper Harmanpreet said.

Earlier, the women's

In every game we
always learn. Today
we played very well,

we created and
converted well today.

It's a good lesson
before the Olympics.
It's been a long time

where we have
worked in our camps.
We are fit, we trust
the process, and we
are good to go | think.
Harmanpreet Singh, monsaeves

side went down fighting 2-
3 to Great Britain, extend-
ing their run of losses to
eight matches.

India thus ended their
Pro League season with a
heart-breaking defeat,
having playved well for the
majority of the match
before Grace Baldson (56th
and H8th minutes) fired a
brace to snatch victory for
the home team.

Two calls went against
India, including a wvideo
review, leaving coach
Harendra Singh frustrat-
ed. Three vears ago, Badl-

son had scored the winner
against India in the bronze
medal match at the Tokvo
Olympics. Her strikes also
prevented India from win-

ning their first match
under Harendra.
Lalremsiami scored a field

goal for India in the 14th
minute after Watson Char-
lotte put Britain ahead with
her third-minute strike.
Navneet EKaur pgave India
the lead in the 23rd minute.

*These are not the results
wewant. Weare upset about
todav's result. We came
back from a goal down, we
needed to be calm in the
end. When we came here,
we had to play attacking
hockev. The four matches
in Belgium, we were defen-
sive. We did that in London,
but of course our defence
needs to be better” said
goalkeeper Savita Punia.

“It means a lot to Indian
hockey that we keep our
place In the Pro Leapgue,
because otherwise we don't
et enough matches. Not
happy with the performanc-
es, but happy that we
remain in the Pro League,”
she added. — PTI1

the Match award. *In the
nets and in the previous
series I felt the ball was
coming out good but I was
just not petting the
rewards.” — Agencies

Gurpreetto
lead team
against Qatar

DOHA, JUKE 9
India's first-choice goalkeep-
er Gurpreet Singh Sandhu
was today named the captain
of the team for the must-win
FIFA World Cup qualifying
match against Qatar. India
will play hosts Qatar in the
return forture on Tuesday:

The Indian team landed
here on Saturday night for
the match in which a win
could pave the way for a
maiden entry into the
third round of the World
Cup qualifiers.

Head coach Igor Stimac
had named a 23-member
squad for the focture. Apart
from Sunil Chhetri, who
retired after his last pame for
the country against Kuwait
on  Thursday, defenders
Amey Ranawade, Lalchung-
nunga and Subhasish Bose
did not travel to Qatar, — PTI
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India-Pakistan rivalry
comes alive in New York

NEW YORE, TUNE §
A sold-out crowd descended
on Eisenhower Park today
for a T20 World Cup clash of
arch-rivals India and Pak-
istan — a face-off that fans
called a dream come true.

The ericketing titans share
one of the most intense
rivalries in all of sport, and
todav's affair in Nassau
County had ahistorie feel as
the two sides rarely face off.

For Rubal Sikka, who
moved to the United States
from India 25 vears ago and
plaved ericket with friends
at Eisenhower Park in high
school, watching the match
15 bevond his wilde st imagi-
nation. “Saturday, Sunday
morning without fail every-
body was there, seven in the
morning, you know, setting
up the field, getting ready
for ericket.” the restaurateur
and banquet hall-owner on
Long Island said.

“Never ever did we imag-
me that, vwou know our
dream  players, people,
sportsmen that we look up
to are gomng to end up play-
mg at the same exact spot
that we were plaving on.”
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Fans pay top-dollar on
the secondary market
for a seat inside the
34,000-capacity
temporary stadium

India last hosted Pakistan
in a bilateral senes in 2013,
and the teams now meet only
mn international  tourna-
ments, Their 2019 Wodd Cup
clash drew 220 million televi-
zion viewers in India alone.

Fans paid top-dollar on the
secondary market for a seat
inside the 34.000-capacity
temporary  stadmum, and
local officials held an out-
door watch party at nearby
Cedar Creek Park to accom-
modate those who could not
snag a seat. “While we're
having a watch party here,
there's going to be a watch
party around the world,”
said Nassau County Execu-
tive Bruce Blakeman.

Rain delayved the start of the
match but could not dampen
the enthusiasm of fans, who
overflowed merchandise
kiosks and lined up at food

stalls offering chicken tikka
masala alongside classic
American ballparke hot dogs.

Aftendees wended their
way through layers of tight
security largelv without issue
as helicopters circled over-
head and a row of mounted
police stood between cheer-
ing fans and the arnving ath-
letes. Cncket officials hope
the tournament co-hosted by
the United States and the
West Indies will help the
sport capture a bigger piece
of the lucrative North Amen-
can market, where football,
baseball, basketball and ice
hodkey have a choke-hold.

sunday’s blockbuster
showdown assured all eves
would be on New York, as
West Indies lepend Chris
Gavie stood on the grounds
seeking autographs from
plavers from both countries,

“The atmosphere at an
India-Pakistan pgame 18
something very, very differ-
ent,” International Cricket
Couneil CEO Geoff
Allardice said. “When you
get fans of those two coun-
tries together, it's generally
a celebration.” — Reuters
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Puja scores historic
victory in UFC

LOUISVILLE, JUNE §
India’s Puja Tomar scripted
history as she became the
first mixed martial arts fight-
er from the country to win a
bout at the Utimate Fight ing
Champienship i UFC
Louisville here. Debutant
Thmar eked out a 30-27, 27-30.
20-28 sphit-decsion win over
Brazil's Rayvanne dos Santos
in the straw-weight (52kg)
bout on Saturday,

*1 only thoupght I have to
win and show the word that
Indian fighters are not los-
ers,” Tomar said.

The 30-year-old, known as
“evelone”, signed a contract
with the UFC in October last
vear to become the first
woman from India to com-
pete in the championship.

Anshul Jubh and Bharat
Eandare have represented
India on the world stage in
the UFC, as has Canada-

Gauft, Siniakova
clinch doubles title

PARIS, JUNE §
Coco Gauff and Katerina
Siniakova claimed the
French Open women's dou-
bles title on Sunday
with a T-6(5) 6-3 victo-
ry over [talians Sara
Errani and Jasmine
Paolini — aday after 4§
the latter's crushing %
loss in the singles final. The
win was Siniakova's elghth
women's Grand Slam dou-
bles erown and Gauff's first.
Their makeshift pairnng
only came together davs
before the start of the
French Open, after the
American's regular partner
Jessica  Pepula  withdrew
from the tournament.
“Thank vou Katerina for

playing with me, we decid-
ed to do it two days before
the tournament started,”
said Gauff, a doubles final-
ist at the 2022 French
™. Open. “It was very
W last-minute, I wasn't

' planning on playing
doubles, so thank vou
= for asking me."”

The first hour of the match
was largely dictated by Errani
and Siniakova's struggles on
serve, as both were broken
twice each, with the first set
going into a tiebreaker A
quick start there gave Paolin
and Errani a 53 lead. but
Sinukova mised her gameto
win some key points that
tumed the tide in her and
Gauff's favour — Reuters

Puja Tomar beat Brazil's
Rayannedos Santosin the
52kg division. FILE

based Anan Singh Bhullar.
“Tworked really hard that's
why I am here and the crowd
15 cheering for me. I was very
stong amd motivated so
that's why I won,” she said.
Born in Budhana village of
Uttar Pradesh's Muzaffarna-
gar, Thmar is a five-time
national wushu champion
and also has a backpround in
karate and taekwondo. —PTI
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Nagal winsttitle,
set to qualify for
Paris Olympics

HEILERONN (GERMANY), JUNE 9
India’s top ranked sinples
playver Sumit Nagal won the
Heilbronner Neckameup ATP
Challenger event after beat-
ing Alexander Ritschard of
switzerland 6-1 6-T(5) 6-3 in
the final here today:

With this title triumph, he
will be entering the top-30
of the ATP rankings, mak-
ing him eligible to compete
in the Paris Olympics. The
official announcement is
expected tomorrow.

Third seed Nagal did not
have 1t easy, as unseeded
Ritschard did provide stiff
competition in the second
and third sets. Serving for
the championship, the Indi-
an lost three match points
before eventually capitalis-
ing on the fourth chance. It
15 Napal's second Chal-
lenger title of the vear, hav-
ing won the Chennai Open
in February — PT1

Coco Gauff and Katerina Siniakova pose with the trophy. REUTERS
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MODI CABINET 3.0

CABINET MINISTERS
® Rajnath Singh ® Kinjarapu R Naidu
= Amit Shah : ® Pralhad Joshi
® NitinGadkari  : *® JualOram
® Jagat PrakashNadda : ® Giriraj Singh

® Shivraj S Chauhan
B Nirmala Sitharaman

= S Jashankar

¥ HD Kumaraswamy
= Piyush Goyal

® Dharmendra Pradhan |

® Jitan Ram Manijhi
® Rajiv Ranjan Singh

= SaranandaSonowa | ® Chirag Paswan
® Virendra Kumar  : ® CR Patil .
MoS moeewencimcy © ™ Arjun Ram Meghwal :
® JayantChaudhary : ® Rao Inderjit Singh
® Prataprao Jadhav  : ® Jitendra Singh

MoS

® Jitin Prasada
® Shripad Yesho Naik
® Pankaj Chaudhary

- = Ashwini Vaishnaw
. ® Jyotiraditya Scindia
® Bhupendra Yadav
® ManoharLal Khattar :
® Annpurna Singh
: ® Kiren Rijju

® Gajendra Shekhawat

® Hardeep Singh Puri

: = Mansukh Mandaviya
: ® Kishan Kumar Reddy

: ® Bandi Sanjay Kumar
® Kamlesh Paswan
. = Bhagirath Chaudhary :

Amit Shah along with others takes oath as Cabinet Minister at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in Mew Delhi on Sunday. PHOTOS: AGENCIES

= Krishan Pal . = SCDubey

® RamdasAthawale | ® Sanjay Seth

= RamnathThakur = Raweet Singh Bittu

= Nityanand Rai = Durgadas Uikey

® AnupriyaPatel  : ® Raksha Khadse

= V Somanna ® Sukanta Majumdar

= CSPemmasani = Savitri Thakur

= SPSinghBaghel  : = Tokhan Sahy

= Shobha Karandlaje : ® R Chaudhary

= KirtiVardhan Singh | = BRS Varma

= BLVerma . ® Harsh Malhotra

® Shantanu Thakur = Nimuben Bambhniya

® Suresh Gopi - ® Murlidhar Mohol

= | Murugan : ® George Kurian o'
® Ajay Tamta ® Pabitra Margherita : HITIHEADHMI
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Bihar gets major representation
in NDA govt with six ministers

HK‘«FH EE‘IL TH}LE]JH:

NEW DELHI, JUNES)

Sie MPsfrom Bihar have made
it i the NDA government as
PM Narendra Modi took oath
for the third straight term on
Sunday, Of these six MPs, four
are from NDA partners JO(U),
LJP and HAM (5), while two
are from BJP - Ginmy Singh

and Nityananda Rai, both of

whom held Cabinet berths in
theprevious Modi government
These MPs have their own
caste equations in the state
JD{UYs Rajeev Ranjan Singh,
69, alias Lalan Singh, is a four-
time MPwhowon from Munger
constituency. An upper caste
Bhumihar leader Singh was
prooomed as a leader under
soriahist leader and former
Bihar CM EKarpoon Thakour

Known as a close ade of

Bihar CM Nitish EKumar

Lalan Si ngl'i )
Singh  also  represented
Bepu sami constituency

between 2004 and 2000, When
he lost in2014, Niti sh nominat-
ed him as an MP in the Rajva
Sabha. Later, he was appoint-
ed as JO(Tnational president.

Two-time JD({17) RajyvaSabha
MP Ramnath Thalur, son of

Sitharaman, HDK, 3 other
K'taka MPsin new Cabinet

TriBuUNE N BEws SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNES
Five representatives from
Karnataka, mduding senior
BJP leaders Pralhad Joshi
and Nirmala Sitharamam, are
part of the Modi Cabinet.
Hubballi- Dharwad Lok Sab-
ha MP Prahlad Joshi served
as Padiamentary Affairs Min-
ister and Coal Mmnister in the
Modi povemment. Sitharm-
man served as Finanee Minis-
ter, while Shobha Karandlaje
served as Mimister of State for

Agnculture, Tumkuru MP V

somanna who served as a
mindster in the Karnataka
Government is also m Naren-
dra Modi's new team.

Formmer Karnataka CM and
JINS) chief HD

Kumaraswanty whose party
won two seats — Kolar and
Mandva — 1= also a Cabinet
Minister now. Son of former
Prime Minister HD Deve (onw-
da Kumaraswamy was a film
producer before ventunng mto
politics, He became the Kar-
nataka CM n 2018 but had to
resipn in 2019 after the JIN5)-
Congress governmment fefl.
Joshi has been representing
the Dharwad Lok Sabha con-
stituency since 2004 and with
the presentvictory he became
the first MP who won from
Dharwad for the fifth term.
Heis a popular Brahmin face
in the constituency.
Karandlaje who won from
Bangalore North defeating
Congress' Rapv Gowda is the
first woman MP of Bengalun.

Jitan Ram Manjhi

 GirirajSingh

Ramnath Thakur

MES

MNityananad Kai

Karmpoori Thakur, has also
become a Centmal munister
Ramnath was prefemred over
other EBC leaders Rampreet
Mandal and Dileshwar Kamat

Former Bihar CM Jitan Ram
Manjhi and Hindustan Awam
Morcha (secular) leader 15 a
Dalit face of NDA in Bihar He

won from Gaya the lone seat
his party contested. Elected to
the state Assembly for the first
time in 1980 as a Congress
MLA. Manjhi has abways occu-
ped a prominent position in
the state povernment.

Chirmag Paswan, Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas) presi-
dent and a three-time Lok Sab-
ha MP from Bihar, whose party
won all five seats it contested
from. will also become a minis-
ter at the Centre . He has won
from Hajipur seat, which his
father Ram Vilas Paswan rep-
resented nine Aimes.

Twoterm Lok Sabha MP
from Uhiampur and former MoS
in the Mnistry of Home
Affairs, Nitvanand Rai has also
been swom as a Unionmindster
in the new Modi government.
BIP leader Girirg Singh has
also taken oath as the minister
for the third consecutive term.,

Education matia thriving;
Rahul on NEET results

NEW DELHI, JUNES

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi said the alleged National
Eligibility-cum-Entrman ce Test
(NEET) fraud has affected
over 2.4 million students,

He said, “Six students from
the same exam centre have
topped the exam with ma-
mum marks and many others
have received techmically
impossible seores.” He flaved
the Centre for continuoushy

demyving the possibility of a
paper leak, despite the suspi-
cious results. Rabhul further
claimed that an “education
mafia”, allegedly In collusion
with the government machin-
ery, 15 running a wides pread
“paper leak industry”. 1
assure al students acmss the
country that Twill be yourvoiee
in Padiament and will vigor-
ously raise iSsUes conceming
vour future” he said. —TNS
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