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Not just the sky,
- he s aiming for the stars!

Meet our JEE champion, AVIK DAS.

In the small town of Alipurduar, West Bengal, Avik’s
passion for astrophysics began with his grandfather,
a math teacher who inspired his love for science.

Determined to become an astrophysicist, he knew
excelling in JEE was crucial.

He joined ALLEN Online Programs and started his JEE prep
from the comfort of his home, while also gearing up for NEET.

He quickly felt that the live classes, guidance from his
teachers, and personalised study tools on the ALLEN app,
were bringing him closer to his starry dreams.

Now, he has scored 307/360 in JEE (Adv) 2024!

Even more groundbreaking is that he has also scored
705/720 in NEET (UG) 2024 & topped the West Bengal
State Board with 99.2%.

- We are proud to have him in the ALLEN family.
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ALLEN Online students are getting into top lITs while studying from home!
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' Avik Das talk about his incredibly
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Old and new: Faces
of the new NDA govt

A look at some key faces
in the new team that is the
third Modi government

NARENDRA MODI, 73

Over his political career spanning five decades,
Narendra Modi has set several benchmarks. He
served both the RSS and the BJP for decades;
and was then handpicked to be Gujarat chief
minister, a post he held for 12-and-half

years (heis the state’s longest serving chief
minister). In 2014 and 2019, he became the
first prime minister in five decades to win a
clear majority. And on Sunday, Modi became
the first prime minister since Jawaharlal
Nehru to get a third straight term in office.
His strength in Parliament may be diminished
—he now heads a coalition government—but
Modi's heft is still unparalleled. He is still the
BJP's primary vote-catcher; his BJP has more
seats than the entire Opposition bloc, and it
commands a lion's share of the council of
ministers. His third term will test Modi—his

ability to build consensus among allies is ];E?’ ¢
now key, but the man who has redefined W
Indian politics is still front and centre.
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SPOTLIGHT

The Prime Minister and
his council of ministers

A look at Team Modi 3.0, which includes
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari,

S Jaishankar, JP Nadda, Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
HD Kumaraswamy, Nirmala Sitharaman,
Lalan Singh, Ram Mohan Naidu, among others
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Narendra Modi takes oath as Prime Minister
for a historic third consecutive term and

inducts ministerial council of 71 in a delicate
balancing act of blending the old with the new

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Narendra Modi took oath as India’s Prime
Minister for the third straight time in a glittering cere-
mony in the forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhavan on Sun-
day evening, scripting history as only the second man
after Jawaharlal Nehru to achieve the feat.

Dressed in a white kurta and a blue jacket, Modi
swore true faith and allegiance to the Constitution as
the country’s 17th PM and took charge of a coalition
government after his party was diminished in numbers
following a general elections setback.

The 72-member council (including Modi) of minis-

ters was crafted with a focus on carefully balancing
regional and community representation, managing

both the demands of allies as well as seniority of lead-
ers. The BJP was successful in deftly managing

Verdict
2024

oath.

the demand of allies while retaining top posi-
tions and senior portfolios for itself, as well as
a majority of ministerial berths.

“I, Narendra Damodardas Modi, do swear in
the name of God that I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution of India as by law
established, that I will uphold the sovereignty
and integrity of India...”
guards lined the steps of the presidential pal-
ace and a military brass band played as he took

Along with Modi, 30 other Cabinet ministers, five
ministers of state with independent charge and 36
ministers of state also took oath. Following Modi were
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari, JP Nadda,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Nirmala Sitharaman, S Jais-
hankar, Manohar Lal Khattar, HD Kumaraswamy and

Piyush Goyal.

President Droupadi Murmu administered the oath
of office as the sun set behind the majestic sandstone
structure, its ramparts bathed in a golden tint and its
dome illuminated in the hues of the Tricolour.

continued on=>10
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MODI 3.0: NEW NDA ERA BEGINS

Core intact, some
room for big allies

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Of the 15 National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) part-
ners, the Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) retained 60 ministerial posi-
tions in the council of ministers,
with 11 given to nine other parties.
The Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and the Janata Dal (United), or
JD(U), got two each.

Of the1l, five are cabinet minis-
ters, fewer than many analysts
expectedin the run up to govern-
ment formation. The BJP won 240
seats in the Lok Sabha, although
the larger NDA won 293. It was
expected thatat least eight to nine

cabinet posts would be given to
allies, but the BJP managed to con-
vince its partners. Those with a
significant presence (such as the
TDP and the Janata Dal (United)
were given one cabinet post and
one minister of state post); others
were given just a minister of state
post, although some were given
independent charge.

The BJP also seems to have
used some measure of seniority.
JD(S)'s HD Kumaraswamy,
despite being one of only two MPs
from his party and Jitan Ram
Manjhi of HAM, despite being the
only one, were named cabinet
ministers; both are former chief
ministers. P2

Took oath as Prime Minister at the
ceremony earlier this evening. I look
forward to serving 140 crore Indians
and working with the Council of
Ministers to take India to new heights

of progress.

NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister of India

Bus falls into gorge in Jammu

as terrorists open ﬁre, 9 killed

Ravi Krishnan Khajuria

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: At least nine people
were killed and 33 others
injured when a bus they were
travelling in came under fire
from terrorists and fell into a
gorge in Reasi district of
Jammu and Kashmir on Sun-
day evening, officials said.

The 53-seater bus was carry-
ing pilgrims from Shiv Khori
temple in Reasi to Katra, when
terrorists opened fire at around
6.10pm in Teryath village of
Reasi, a statement issued by the
district police said.

“The driver was hit and lost
control, resulting in the bus
sliding into the nearby gorge,”
it said.

Calling it a “clear case of ter-
ror attack”, Reasi senior super-

The wreckage nf t hr: bus

intendent of police Mohita
Sharma said, “The area has
been sanitised and a search
operation has been launched.”

While the police were yet to
ascertain the identity of the

PTI

deceased, officials said a minor
was among the dead.

“The identities of dead and
injured have not been ascer-
tained yet but they probably
belonged to Uttar Pradesh,” she

said.

With the help of locals in the
area, police officials managed a
swift rescue of the passengers,
and rushed them to nearby
hospitals, the police statement
said.

“Eight deaths have been con-
firmed. The 33 injured have
been referred to various hospi-
tals. District headquarter hos-
pital Reasi (13), CHC Treyath
(5), GMC in Jammu (15),” the
statement said.

“A joint security force tem-
porary operation Hqr by Police,
Army and CRPF has been set
up at the site and multidimen-
sional operation has been
launched to get at the attack-
ers,” the police statement said.

Initial reports suggested that
there were at least 10 casual-

continuedon =10

Profiles of the
ministers who

NEW DELHI: Arclights bathed the
facade of Rashtrapati Bhavanina

make up the warm, amber glow as the sun set
council of on a hot Delhi evening, At the foot
ministersin the of the Tuscan pillars, on a wide
third Narendra stage, sat President Droupadi
Modigovt. Murmu. To her left were dozens of

- FULLLISTONP6-7 women and men who will govern

-»MORE STORIES, P2 the country in an array of ministe-

rial roles over the next five years.
Murmurs rippled through the
audience. World leaders, veteran

Magnates to musicians
part of motley audience

politicians, Supreme Court justi-
ces, business magnates, actors,
musicians, dignitaries, sanitation
staff, construction workers and
rat-hole miners made up the
8,000-strong crowd.

The murmurs fell silent around
7.15pm. Narendra Modi, dressed
in a white kurta and churidar,
with a blue checked jacket, left his
seat and walked to the lectern.
Rapturous applause followed. sp2

BONES SUSPECTED
T0 BE OF MISSING

B'DESH MP FOUND
NEAR CANAL IN WB

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The West Bengal Crim-
inal Investigation Department
(CID), probing the murder of
Bangladesh lawmaker Md
Anwarul Azim Anar, on Sunday
recovered human bones near a
canal in South 24 Parganas dis-
trict, a senior officer said.

The bones were recovered on
the south-eastern bank of Bag-
jola canal in Bhangar, around
15km from the New Town apart-
ment where Anar was last spot-
ted on May 13 and where CID
sleuths believe he was murdered
and his body dismembered.

“We have recovered some
bones. Prima facie they appear
to be human bones. We are send-
ing them for forensic analysis,”
inspector general of CID, AK
Chaturvedi, said. ->P8

STUDENT FROM
DELRI ZONE TOPS
JEE-ADVANCED

Varun Bhandari

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The JEE-Advanced
results were announced on Sun-
day, with the top two spots being
secured by students in the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Delhi zone — Ved Lahoti,
who scored 355 out of 360
marks, the highest ever, and
Aditya (goes by a single name), a
resident of Pitampura in Delhi.
[IT-Madras, which conducted
the exam, said 180,200 candi-
dates appeared in both papers 1
and 2 in JEE (Advanced) 2024
held on May 20, of which 48,248
qualified. P4

Alcaraz reigns supreme on clay

Carlos Alcaraz came back to defeat Alexander Zverev 6-3, 2-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2and win the French

Open for his third Grand Slam title on Sunday.

Related story on page 16

REUTERS

{ NARROW ESCAPE FOR PASSENGERS }

Air traftic controller de-rostered after close
shave for two aircraft on Mumbai runway

The aireraft landing {lef t), while another plane takes off (right)

from the same tarmac.

SCREENGRAB

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has de-rostered an air
traffic controller (ATC) after
two planes had a close shave as
they landed and took off from
the same runway within sec-
onds of each other at Mumbai
airport, officials said on Sun-
day.

The incident, which took

place on Saturday, occurred
when an IndiGo flight 6E 6053
that arrived from Indore
landed and a Trivandrum-
bound Air India flight AI 657
took off from the same runway
seconds later at the Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj] Interna-
tional Airport (CSMIA).

"We are conducting a probe
and have already de-rostered
the ATC involved in the inci-
dent,” a DGCA official said on

continuedon 10

NIA MAKES FIRST
ARREST IN JANUARY
KILLING OF FOUR
MANIPUR CIVILIANS

NEW DELHI/IMPHAL: The
National Investigation Agency
has arrested a militant currently
lodged in an Assam prison for
his alleged involvement in the
killing of four civilians in Bish-
nupur district of ethnic strife-
torn Manipur in January this
year, the agency said on Sunday.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Lunminsei Kipgen, a
Manipur resident. He was taken
into custody from Central Jail in
Guwahati under the provisions
of UAPA and the Arms Act. -ps

Pandian says quitting politics after

twin electoral debacles

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@ hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: VK Pandian,
former bureaucrat and outgoing
Odisha chief minister Naveen
Patnaik’s close aide, on Sunday
announced his withdrawal from

VK Pandian PTI

“active politics”, five days after
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) faced a
drubbing at the hands of the elections.

The former Indian Adminis-
trative Service (IAS) officer, who

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
both the assembly and Lok Sabha

in Odisha

spearheaded the BJD’s poll cam-
paign and was often targeted by
the BJP over his Tamil origin,
also apologised for the party’s
worst electoral performance in
the simultaneous elections.
“Tam sorry if T have hurt any-
one on this journey. I am sorry if
this campaign narrative against
me played a part in BJD’s loss,”
Pandian said in a video message
posted on his Instagram handle
on Sunday. ->P8

PUJA TOMAR FIRST
INDIAN TO WIN A
MIXED MARTIAL
ARTS BOUT AT UFC

NEW DELHI: Puja Tomar made
history on Sunday, becoming the
first fighter from India to win a
bout in the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC), the biggest
mixed martial arts promotion in
the world. The 28-year-old
achieved the feat in the straw-
wmght (52kg) divi-
sion of UFC Louis-
ville when she
beat Brazil's Ray- &
anne Amanda
dos Santos witha ===
split  30-27,
27-30, 29-28 .
verdict. =P |
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A peek into the grand celebrations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, accompanied by Union minister Rajnath Singh, arrives to lay awreath at the National War Memorial (Rashtriya Samar Smarak) ahead
of his swearing-in ceremony; and actor Shah Rukh Khanarrives at the Rashtrapati Bhavan to join the event, on Sunday.

BJP keeps lion’s share of posts

in new govt, allies allocated 11

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Of the 15 National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) part-
ners, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) retained 60 ministerial posi-
tions in the council of ministers,
with 11 given to nine other parties.
The Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and the Janata Dal (United), or
JD(U), got two each.

Of the 11, five are cabinet minis-
ters, fewer than many analysts
expected in the run up to govern-
ment formation. The BJP won 240
seats in the Lok Sabha, although
the larger NDA won 293. It was
expected that at least eight to nine
cabinet posts would be given to
allies, but the BJP managed to con-
vince its partners. Those with a
significant presence (such as the
TDP and the JD(U)) were given
one cabinet post and one minister
of state post; and others were given
just a minister of state post,
although some were given inde-
pendent charge.

The party also seems to have
used some measure of seniority.
JD(S)'s HD Kumaraswamy,
despite being one of only two MPs
from his party and Jitan Ram
Manjhi of HAM, despite being the
only one, were named cabinet
ministers; both are former chief
ministers. In some cases, people
familiar with the matter said, the
BJP has promised more represen-
tation for its partners in states.

Maharashtra is to go to polls
later this year, and Bihar in 2025,
and both the Shiv Sena and JD (U)
have been told they can contest
more seats in the assembly, these

A view of the swearing-in ceremony of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Sunday.

people added.

The NCP (Ajit Pawar faction)
did not accept the BJP’s offer of a
single minister of state, striking a
discordant note, although leaders
from both sides referred to the
matter in a measured stance. “Pra-
ful Patel has served as a cabinet
minister in the central govern-
ment and we did not feel right in
taking Minister of State with inde-
pendent charge. So we told them
(BJP) that we are ready to wait for
a few days, but we want a cabinet
ministry...” Ajit Pawar said.

A single berth was allocated to
Rashtriya Lok Dal, Apna Dal,

HT PHOTO/REUTERS

HAM, Janata Dal Secular, Lok Jan
Shakti Party (Ram Vilas), Shiv
Sena (Shinde) and Republican
Party of India. The TDP, which has
16 MPs and will be forming the
government with the BJP and the
Jana Sena in Andhra Pradesh next
week, has got two berths. Ram
Mohan Naidu, the MP from Srika-
kulam, is a cabinet minister and
Chandrasekhar Pemmasani, a
minister of state.

Earlier in the day, on TDP get-
ting a post in the council of minis-
ters, Ram Mohan said, “After a
long time, TDP will have a Union
Minister. We are very happy...”

From JD(U), which has 12 law-
makers and runs a coalition gov-
ernment with the BJP in Bihar,
Lalan Singh and Ram Nath Tha-
kur have been accommodated in
the council with the first being
named a cabinet minister. HAM's
Manjhi and LJP’s Chirag Paswan
were named cabinet ministers too.

Ahead of the oath-taking cere-
mony, Lalan Singh stressed that
his party has not made any specific
demands for the mlmstiy WE
have not made any demands
regarding any ministry. It is the
PM’s special right to appoint per-
sons in specific ministries,” he told

AJAY AGGARWAL/HT

news agency ANL
Kumaraswamy is the lone rep-
resentative from JD(S) in the coun-
cil. From Maharashtra, Pratap Rao
Jadhav will represent the Sena as
minister of state with independent
charge. Jayant Choudhary of the
RLD, who broke away from the
INDIA bloc ahead of general elec-
tions, was also named a minister
of state with independent charge.
Other allies such as Apna Dal’s
Anupriya Patel and RPI's Ramdas
Athawale have been named minis-
ters of state, Both Patel and Athaw-
ale were in the 2014 and 2019
council of ministers as well.

. NarendraModi taking oath as the prime minister in 2014, 2019 and 2024. PTI

Leaders who didn’t make

it to council of ministers

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least 34 minis-
ters who were part of the outgo-
ing council of ministers of the
second Narendra Modi govern-
ment did not find space in the
council sworn in on Sunday.

That number includes those
who lost the election and were
dropped, such as Sanjeev Bal-
yan, Rajeev Chandrasekhar and
Smriti Irani, others who did not
find space despite winning,
such as Anurag Thakur and
Narayan Rane, and still others
who did not contest the 2024
general elections, such as VK
Singh.

Balyan, a Jat face of the BJP,
was the junior minister of fish-
eries, animal husbandry and
dairying. He lost the election
from Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh.

Chandrasekhar, who lost the
election from Thiruvanantha-
puram in Kerala, held the port-
folios of skill development and
entrepreneurship, and electron-
icsand IT.

Irani, who was the women
and child development minis-
ter, lost the election in Uttar
Pardesh’s Amethi to Congress’s
Kishori Lal Sharma by a margin
of over a lakh.

Among others who were
dropped after losing the elec-
tion were Arjun Munda, the
minister for tribal affairs who
lost from Khunti in Jharkhand,
Bharati Pawar, who was junior
health and family welfare min-
ister and lost from Dindori in
Maharashtra, RK Singh, who
was minister of power, new and
renewable energy and lost from
Arah in Bihar and, Mahendra

Clockwise from top left: Anurag Thakur, Smriti Iram Arjun
Munda, Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Narayan Rane, Parshottam
Rupala, Mahendra Nath Pandey and RK Singh.

Nath Pandey, who was minister
of heavy industries and lost
from Chandauli in Uttar Pra-
desh, and V Muraleedharan,
who was junior foreign and par-
liamentary affairs minister, and
lost from Attingal in Kerala.

Ajay Mishra Teni, the junior
home minister in Modi 2.0, who
lost from Lakhimpur in Uttar
Pradesh, and whose son was
one of the accused in a case on
the violence in the district dur-
ing the farmers’ protest that
resulted in four deaths, was also
dropped.

To be sure, not all ministers
who lost were dropped. For
instance, L Murugan, who lost
his election, remains a junior
minister.

Apart from Thakur and Rane,
Parshottam Rupala, the minis-
ter of fisheries, animal hus-
bandry and dairying and whose
comments stoked a fierce pro-
test among the Rajput commu-
nity ahead of the elections, was
dropped too, despite winning

from Rajkot.

Former army chief VK Singh,
Meenakshi Lekhi and Pratima
Bhoumik, who were ministers
in the last council but did not
contest the polls, do not find
space in the council.

The others dropped were:
Ashwini Kumar Chaubey,
Danve Raosaheb, Niranjan
Jyoti, Bhanu Pratap Singh, Dar-
shana Jardosh, Som Parkash,
Kailash Choudhary, Ramesh-
war Teli, A Narayan Swamy,
Kaushal Kishor, Ajay Kumar,
Kapil Patil, Subhas Sarkar,
Bhagwat Karad, Rajkumar Ran-
jan Singh, Bishweswar Tudu,
Mahendra Munjapara, John
Barla and Nisith Pramanik.
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Nadda’s inclusion
in NDA 3.0 sets the
stage for BJ P rejlg

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jagat Prakash Nadda,
the 63-year-old president of the
Bharativa Janata Party, was sworn
in as a cabinet minister on Sunday.
This is his second stint in the
Union Cabinet; he was sworn in as
minister in 2014, when the BJP
came to power at the Centre and
was allocated the portfolio of
health and family welfare.

His inclusion in the cabinet has
set the stage for an organisation
rejig in the party. A new party chief
is expected to be elected soon as
the party follows the principle of
“one man, one post”. As per party
functionaries, meetings to decide
the probable names for a new
party boss will be held in the next
few days. Among the names that
are being speculated for the posi-
tion are national general secretary
Vinod Tawde, Maharashtra dep-
uty CM Devendra Fadnavis,
former Rajya Sabha MP Om Pra-
kash Mathurand and OBC Morcha
chief K Laxman.

People familiar with the mat-
ter, however, said Nadda may
continue to hold charge as party
president till an appointment is
made for the post.

A party functionary aware of
the details said, “With elections
coming up in Maharashtra and
Haryana, the party is expected to
make a few changes in key posi-
tions. Many faces that were not
accommodated in the govern-
ment will be given positions in
the party, such as (Hamirpur
MP) Anurag Singh Thakur and
Smriti [rani.”

Nadda's term as president came
to an end in January, but the
national executive committee
extended his term till June in view
of the Lok Sabha polls.

In 2020, the leader from Hima-
chal Pradesh, who cuthis teeth in
politics as a member of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad, the
student wing of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, the ideologi-
cal fount of the BJP, was moved to
the organisation from the govern-
ment. His appointment came
months ahead of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, which was followed by
lockdowns and disruption of
everyday life. As political work
came to a grinding halt in the
wake of protocols that barred
gatherings, it fell on Nadda to
devise a way of keeping the cadre
motivated while adhering to the
rules for social distancing and
public health safety to cut trans-
missions.

With the mission of ‘San-
gathan Hi Seva’, Nadda laid
down the rules for the cadre and
leaders, which included ensur-
ing distribution of food, medici-
nes and other essentials. Virtual
meetings were held with state
leaders to ensure political work
doesn’t get derailed, affecting
elections that were scheduled in
states such as Bihar (2020) and
West Bengal (2021). Known to
colleagues as a “soft-spoken”,
“non-controversial” party chief,
Nadda burnished his credentials
as an organisational man.

and a Cabinet minister from Janu-

Sharad Pawar in June 2022 and

would have been a demotion for

the formula finalised for the allies

Rumblings in Mahayu after NCP turns down MoS ofter

Surendra P Gangan

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Ajit Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP),
a part of the ruling Mahayuti coali-
tion in Maharashtra, failed to
make it to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s new council of minis-
ters after senior leader Praful Patel
rejected an offer to take oath as
minister of state with independent
charge, according to people aware
of the matter.

Patel, who was minister for 10
years in Manmohan Singh-led
UPA government — from May
2004 to January 2011 he was a
minister of state (independent
charge) handling civil aviation,

ary 2011 to May 2014 handling
heavy industries and public enter-
prises— called the offer of the new
post a “demotion”.

The party is now hoping to
make up the loss by bargaining
harder during the expansion of the
state Cabinet in Maharashtra, and
to somehow have Patel accommo-
dated whenever the Union Cabinet
is expanded.

The NCP, which contested four
seats and won only one (Raigad
constituency), registered the poor-
est strike rate among the state’s
ruling alliance of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, the Shiv Sena and the
NCP. The biggest blow to the fac-
tion was not being able to win the

Ajit Pawar

Baramati constituency, where Ajit
Pawar’s wife Sunetra lost in a pres-
tige battle to Supriya Sule, whois
Sharad Pawar’s daughter, repre-
senting the Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharad Pawar (NCP-SP).
Ajit Pawar walked out of NCP-
led by his uncle and party founder

was sworn in the Eknath Shinde-
led state government. Later, over
40 of total 54 party MLAs joined
him amid a legal battle between
the two factions over the real party
status. EC later ruled in favour of
Ajit Pawar, allotting the faction the
party name and symbol. Ajit and
Sharad Pawar-led factions fought
the general elections against each
other in Baramati, Shirur — both
of which went to the senior Pawar.

Despite its poor showing, the
faction was pushing hard for a
Cabinet berth for Patel. “We
received a call from BJP offering
us the MoS with independent
charge. I was a Cabinet minister
(in the UPA government) and this

me. We have been told by the BJP
leadership to wait for a few days
until some remedial measures
were taken,” Patel told reporters.

The decision towalk away from
the Union council of ministers has
led to some disquiet within the
NCP, with some leaders asking
why the party did not choose to
push Sunil Tatkare, a two-term MP
from Raigad, if Patel was not will-
ing to take the offer of MoS.

Some other leaders, however,
understood the BJP s rationale.

“We were assured respectable
representation in governments at
the state and Centre. We were
told by the BJP leadership that a
Cabinet berth to us would disturb

for the induction in the Cabi-
net...,” said a leader who asked
not to be named.

Shinde’s Sena contested 15 LS
seats, and won seven. Party’s sen-
iormost and four-time MP from
Buldhana, Prataprao Jadhav, has
been inducted into the council of
ministers.

“We oftered them a MoS berth,
but it would have a demotion for
Praful Patel who was a cabinet
minister earlier. It would have
been difficult for us to change the
formula for one alliance partner.
NCP will be accommodated dur-
ing the next expansion of the Cabi-
net,” BJP leader and deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis said.
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A spectacular symphony of grandeur, culture

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Arc lights bathed the
facade of Rashtrapati Bhavanina
warm, amber glow as the Sunday
sun seton a hot Delhi evening. At
the foot of the Tuscan pillars, on a
wide stage, sat President Droupadi
Murmu. To her left were dozens of
women and men who will govern
the country in anarray of ministe-
rial roles over the next five years.

Murmurs rippled through the
audience. World leaders, veteran
politicians, Supreme Court justi-
ces, business magnates, actors,
musicians, dignitaries, sanitation
staff, construction workers and
rat-hole miners made up the
8,000-strong crowd, sandwiched
between the imposing steps and
the towering Jaipur column.

The makeshift arena was bor-
dered by manicured trees; the
audience included many who flew
in from across the expanse of
India, and indeed Asia, for the
momentous occasion. Sprinkler

PM Mﬂdi at the ceremony at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. PTI

fans whirred on overdrive as the
temperature tipped past 40°C
again.

The murmurs fell silent around
715pm. Narendra Modi, dressed in
a white kurta and churidar, with a
blue checked jacket, left his seat
and made his way to the lectern.
Rapturous applause followed.

“I, Narendra Damodardas

Modi...,” he began, taking an oath
of office for a record-equalling
third consecutive term as India’s
Prime Minister, cheered on by the
buoyant spectators.

Over the next couple of hours,
dozens of ministers followed Modi
as the contours of a National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment took shape. They swore to
bear true faith and allegiance to
the Constitution, to uphold the
sovereignty and integrity of India,
to faithfully discharge their duties
and to do right to all manner of
people in accordance with the
Constitution and the law, without
fear or favour, affection or ill-will.
And as they took oath, they were
watched by a galaxy of guests.

Thisincluded actors Shahrukh
Khan, Rajinikanth, Anil Kapoor,
Akshay Kumar, Raveena Tandon,
Anupam Kher and Vikrant Mas-
sey, filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani,
industrialists Mukesh Ambani, his
sons Anant and Akash as well as
his son-in-law Anand Piramal, and
Gautam Adani.

Chief Justice of India Dhanan-
jaya Y Chandrachud attended the
programme with his wife. Former
presidents Ram Nath Kovind and
Pratibha Patil were also present.

Congress president and leader
of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge was the lone
Opposition representative, as the
rest of the umbrella INDIA bloc
were not part of the event.

Transgender people, sanitation
workers from Delhi and labourers
who helped build the new Parlia-
ment building were also invited.

Among them was Angad
Kumar Paswan (28), who worked
on the Centre's ambitious Central
Vista project. “I am still not able to
believe that I will be witnessing the
grand ceremony,” Paswan, from
Jharkhand, said, holding his invite
up like a trophy.

Around 10pm, as the dias emp-
tied and the crowds thinned out,
the warm lights lit up the solitary
lectern. It was curtains on the cere-
mony. The stage had been set for
the next five years.

[.eaders of 7 countries
attend oath ceremony

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The presence of
leaders from the neighbourhood
and the Indian Ocean region,
including Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and Sri
Lankan President Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, at the inauguration
of Narendra Modi's third term as
Prime Minister emphasises the
importance attached by New
Delhi to these countries.

The ceremony was also
attended by Bhutan PM Tshering
Tobgay, Nepal PM Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, Mauritius PM Pravind
Kumar Jugnauth, Seychelles Vice-
President Ahmed Afif, and Mal-
dives President Mohamed Muizzu,
whose inclusion as an invitee sur-
prised diplomatic circles in view of
the currently strained ties between
New Delhi and Male.

After the ceremony, Modi met
the visiting leaders in Rashtrapati
Bhavan and reaffirmed India’s

commitment to its “Neighbour-
hood First” policy and “SAGAR”
vision or Security and Growth for
Allin the Region. Modi said in his
third term, India will continue to
work for “peace, progress and
prosperity of the region in close
partnership with the countries,
even as it pursues its goal of Viksit
Bharat by 2047".

The leaders of the eight mem-
ber states of the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Cooperation
were invited to Modi’s swearing-in
in 2014, while the leaders of the
members of the Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation as well
as Mauritius and Kyrgyzstan were
the guests at the ceremony in 2019.

Bangladesh has the rare distinc-
tion of being invited to all three
swearing-in ceremonies, thisis the
first time Hasina is representing
her country. Muizzu is on his first
visit to New Delhi since coming to
power ast year on the back of an
“India Out” campaign.
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment on Sunday sought an
emergency meeting with lieuten-
ant governor VK Saxena to dis-
cuss the prevailing water situa-
tion in the Capital, stating that
the city will have a "major crisis
in next 1-2 days” if Haryana does
not release 1,050 cusecs of water
to the city. The development
came even as the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) on Saturday treated 993.44
million gallons per day (mgd) of
water — below its targeted water
production of 1,000mgd, a bulle-
tin released by the water utility
revealed.

The Aam Aadmi Party also
accused Haryana of not releas-
ing adequate water to Delhi—a
claim that the neighbouring
state denied.

According to DJB officials, a
shortfall of Imgd affects an esti-
mated 21,500 people in the city.
On Saturday, several localities in
the Capital, including Ambedkar
Colony, Chhatarpur, Mahavir
Enclave, Satya Enclave (Prem
Nagar), Kirari, Gittorni, Ashok
Nagar, and Tilak Nagar, among
others, experienced zero or low
water supply.

Delhi water minister Atishi, in
a post on X, requested Saxena to
seek an intervention from the

Atishi inspects Munak canal’s Bawana entry point on Saturday. Ht

situation,” she posted.

One cusec is equal to around
1.5mgd.

Responding to the request,
Raj Niwas officials said the LG
"will meet the minister at llam
on Monday”, and that Saxena, in
the interim, has directed the offi-
cials to "ascertain actual position
of water released by Himachal
and Haryana, measures to check
wastage and leakage of water in
Delhi and the status of disilting
of Wazirabad reservoir, as
directed by SC [Supreme Court]".

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day directed the Himachal Pra-
desh government to release 137
cusecs of surplus water to Delhi

On Friday, Atishi said the
Delhi government will approach
the apex court on Monday
regarding reduced raw water
supply via channels. Haryana,
meanwhile, maintained that the
state has been releasing ade-
quate water as per agreements,
adding that Delhi government
was “lying” to “hide its failures”.

Haryana not releasing
enough water: Delhi

Delhi depends on neighbouring
states to meet 86.5% of its drink-
ing water demand — through the
Yamuna, the carrier lined chan-
nel (CLC) Munak, and the Delhi
sub-branch (DSB) canals from

Saturday.

Atishi, in a letter to Haryana
chief minister Nayab Singh Saini
dated Sunday, accused the
neighbouring state of not releas-
ing an adequate amount of water
to Delhi via the Munak Canal.

In her communication, Atishi
said, “Due to the deficit of raw
water, our treatment plants are
unable to run at their optimum
capacity... With the water from
Munak Canal reducing to 840
cusecs, Delhi will be unable to
produce adequate water from
our seven WTPs... Therefore, I
humbly request you to ensure
that 1,050 cusecs water is
released from Munak Canal for
Delhi.”

...for the past few days, Hary-
ana has not been releasing ade-
quate amount of water in the
Munak Canal. As a result of this,
the people...have been suffering
unjustifiably,” she said.

In response, Saini on Sunday
sald Haryana is giving Delhi
more than its share of water. “If
water comes from Himachal
Pradesh, it will be given entirely
to Delhi, and there will be no
problem... There is also an AAP
government in Punjab, and they
(the Delhi government) should
ask Punjab to give SYL (Satluj
Yamuna Link canal) more water
so that Haryana's water shortage
can be fulfilled, and Delhi also

Centre in the matter. by Friday, while also instructing  Haryana, and through the Upper  gets extra water,” he said.
“I have sought time from the = Haryana to facilitate therelease =~ Ganga Canal via Muradnagar Meanwhile, the Bharatiya
LG for an emergency meeting, to  through the Wazirabad barrage, from Uttar Pradesh. Janata Party accused Atishi of

apprise him of the inadequate
water being released by Haryana
from the Munak Canal. Delhi is
supposed to receive 1050 cusecs
of water from the Munak Canal
via the CLC and DSB sub-canals.
However, this has reduced to
840 cusecs. Seven water treat-
ment plants are dependent on
this water. If the amount of
water does not increase today,
then the water situation across

ensuring the water reaches the
Capital immediately to mitigate
the shortage of drinking water.
However, the top court
emphasised that there must be
no politics over the issue, clarify-
ing that the directive was made
not because of the Delhi govern-
ment’s arguments in its petition,
but due to the pressing issue of
water crisis in the national capi-
tal. The court also told the AAP

To be sure, even though the
city’'s targeted supply under its
summer action plan is 1,000
mgd, the Delhi economic survey
says the estimated demand is
1,290mgd. The demand-supply
gap further widens and the sys-
tem gets under stress during
peak summer period. Data from
DJB’s summer bulletins show
that the season’s water supply
level dipped to a low of

concealing data while writing
her letter to Saini.

“Atishi, while writing the let-
ter, cleverly concealed the data
of water drawn directly from the
Yamuna River by the Delhi Jal
Board to show a shortage. On
June 8, Delhi was supposed to
receive 547med of water from
Haryana but actually received
622mgd. Delhi Jal Board's own
data makes it clear that Haryana
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tral Govt. I will be requesting
him to intervene and resolve the

wasted in the national capital
and that leakages are detected.

remained above 1,000mgd, but
slipped back to 993.44mgd on

BJP president Virendra Sach-
deva said.

INTRODUCING

NISSAN MAGNITE GEZA CVT SPECIAL EDITION

LET THE MUSIC MOVE YOU

= AFFORDABLE CVT SUV L ELE
| (CESEOMN ————— | —  #BigBoldBeautiful ’
Biager 2; 86 cm (9°) = et G e ‘GEZA CVT SPECIAL EDITION @ ' | &
Ingﬂqcainn{ent Celacrwith Ambient Mood Light High End Speakers TN AT PPN TO KNOW MORE CALL: '
Wireless Connectivity | ¥\pp Based) fromdbL 4 9 4 00 .8879509258

it
¥

ALSO AVAILABLE IN CSD

& Book Nissan Magnite !) ‘ www.nissan.in l

TEST DRIVE TO BOOK NOW: [B) 7065233336 |

AUTHORIZED NISSAN DEALERS: DELHI/NCR: DWARIKA: JUBILANT NISSAN- 9731075182, MOTI NAGAR: JUBILANT NISSAN- 9535947556, OKKHLA: YOUWE NISSAN- 9731169831, PATPARGANJ: BRITE NISSAN- 9731125342, PRASHANT VIHAR: JUBILANT NISSAN-
9731076910, SAFDARJUNG: YOUWE NISSAN- 9731170778, FARIDABAD: YOUWE NISSAN- 9731170445, GHAZIABAD: ADIV NISSAN- 9731043360, GURUGRAM: SECTOR 14: VERTEX NISSAN- 9731169529, GURUGRAM: SOHNA ROAD: VERTEX NISSAN- 9731169773, NOIDA:
BRITE NISSAN- 9731088708.

*Terms & conditions apply. Offer is applicable on Select Models Only, contact your nearest dealership for more information. All prices ex-showroom Delhi. Features may vary from variant to variant. Colours are indicative only and may vary due to printing constraints. Accessories shown may
not be part of standard fitment. **The scheme is applicable on vehicles invoiced on or before 30" June 2024. Please visit your nearest Nissan dealer for more information, *Finance is at the scle discretion of finance partners and NRFSI. Android Auto™ and Apple CarPlay® are registered
trademarks of Google LLC and Apple inc., respectively.

NISSAN
FINANCE

MISSAN

Ful




04

Hindustan Times | MY DEILHI

NEW DELHI

MONDAY
JUNE10, 2024

IMD predicts heatwave in Delhi
[rom today ye]]ow alert issued

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With the impact of
a prevailing western disturb-
ance reducing in northwest
India and return of the dry west-
erly winds, heatwave conditions
returned in isolated parts of
Delhi and National Capital
Region (NCR) on Sunday. The
region is set to get even warmer
in the coming days, with the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) issuing a yellow
alert for heatwave conditions in
the region till Thursday.
Safdarjung, representative of
Delhi's weather, recorded a
maximum temperature of 42.5
degrees Celsius ('C) on Sunday,
which was three degrees above
normal. The maximum was
41.4°C a day earlier, with moist
easterly winds still at play in the
Capital till Saturday. In compar-
ison, Delhi predominantly saw
dry northwesterly winds on
Sunday. The maximum is pre-
dicted to touch 44°C at Safdar-
jung on Monday and 45°C by
Tuesday, and will continue to
remain in this range till Thurs-

The maximum temperature was 42.5°C on Sunday. SANJEEVVERMA/HT

day, officials said.

IMD added that the yellow
alert for heatwave conditions,
which is in place till Thursday,
may be further extended,
depending on long-range fore-
casts.

“We will now see the return
of dry and hot weather, with no
rain likely in northwest India in
the coming days. Moisture in
the air is reducing and we will
see clear skies. This, combined

with dry westerly to northwest-
erly winds, will raise dust and
increase the temperature too,”
said an IMD official.

IMD classifies it as a heat-
wave when the maximum is
over 40°C in the plains, and also
the temperature is 4.5°C or
more above normal.

On Sunday, Delhi’s hottest
location was Narela, with a
maximum temperature of
45.7°C, followed by Najafgarh at

45.5°C. Both these stations were
six degrees above normal and
meeting the criteria for a heat-
wave., IMD has forecast the
maximum to be between 46°C
and 48°C at isolated weather
stations in Delhi during the next
few days now.

No weather station in Delhi
recorded heatwave conditions
from Thursday until Saturday.

This season, Delhi was first
hit by a heatwave spell from
May 17 to 20, before moist east-
erly winds were seen in Delhi.
The second spell —12 consecu-
tive heatwave days — were
recorded between May 25 and
June 5. During this spell, the
maximum went as high as
46.8°C at Safdarjung on May 29
—the second-highest maximum
for the station in May, behind
the all-time high of 47.2°C
recorded on May 29, 1944. The
highest maximum at any Delhi
station this season was 49.9°C,
which was recorded at north
Delhi’s Narela on May 28.

According to IMD’s daily
weather bulletin, Delhi’s heat
index (HI) or “real feel” of tem-
perature was 41.5°C. It was

43.5°C on Saturday. The relative
humidity, meanwhile, was
between 16% and 61% respec-
tively.

Delhi's wet-bulb tempera-
ture, another indicator of com-
fort level outside, was between
22°C and 23.2°C on Sunday. A
wet-bulb temperature of 32°C or
higher makes it difficult for
even fit and acclimatised people
to work outdoors for long and at
a wet-bulb temperature of 35°C
— the maximum threshold —
humans can no longer regulate
body temperatures, leading to
heatstrokes and potential col-
lapse. In Delhi, this tends to be
over 30°C, usually in July and
early August, when tempera-
tures are high and there is mois-
ture intrusion, due to the south-
west monsoon.

Delhi’'s minimum, mean-
while, dipped marginally in the
last 24 hours and was recorded
at 27.4°C, which is around nor-
mal for this time of the year. It
was 30°C on Saturday. Forecasts
showed Delhi’s minimum could
rise to 30°C by Wednesday and
31°C by Thursday, making
nights warmer too.

Cops crack down onillegal
number plates, 16K booked

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Traffic
Police has cracked down on
motorists plying with defective
number plates in the Capital,
issuing challans to more than
16,000 vehicles in the first five
months of 2024, officers aware
of the matter said on Sunday,
adding that the most offenders
were from the Mayur Vihar traf-
fic circle.

The officers said that motor-
ists usually use illegal number
plates in order to avoid traffic
enforcement cameras, adding
that their crackdown is part of a
broader effort to enhance road
safety and enforce compliance
with traffic regulations.

Special commissioner of
police (traffic) HGS Dhaliwal
said the move has led to a signifi-
cant increase in number of pen-
alties imposed on vehicle own-
ers. “Defective number plates,
including those that are illegible,
improperly formatted, or do not
conform to the prescribed stan-
dards, have been identified as a
major issue contributing to traf-
fic violations and security con-
cerns. To address this, we
deployed additional personnel to
monitor and apprehend viola-
tors. Special drives and check-
points have been established
with a focus on high-traffic areas
and entry/exit points,” he said.

Data shared by traffic police
revealed that 16,859 motorists

Traffic circles with most
number plate violations

Trafficcircle W Total violations (till May 31)

Mayur Vihar
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TYPES OF ILLEGAL NUMBER PLATES

® |llegible ® Improperly formatted ® Do not conform to prescribed standards

across Delhi were booked for
using defective number plates
till May 31. In comparison, only
4,363 motorists were booked for
these violations in the corre-
sponding period last year.

In 2024, the maximum num-
ber of infringements were from
the trans-Yamuna areas of east
and northeast Delhi, with five of
the top 10 traffic circles with the
most number of violations from
this part of town — Mayur Vihar
(926), Nand Nagri (917), Khajuri
Khas (845), Bhajanpura (798),
and Gandhi Nagar (699).

Police said they seized the
offending vehicles and booked
the violators under various sec-
tions of the Motor Vehicle Act,
and also directed them to fix
new number plate.

Meanwhile, residents have
welcomed the enforcement
measures undertaken by the
traffic police. Binod Kumar
Sharma, who works in Con-
naught Place, said, "The crack
down is encouraging, but a lot of
vehicles across Delhi still have
defective number plates, or have
dark-tinted windows.”

Narela factory fire:
Logging statements
of survivors, say cops

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A day after a fire
and explosion at a food proc-
essing unit at Narela Industrial
Area in outer Delhi led to the
death of three people, police on
Sunday said that they are in the
process of recording the state-
ments of the workers who sur-
vived the incident, adding that
they are also probing the fire-
related shortcomings observed
at the factory.

According to police, a leak
from a gas pipeline on the
ground floor of Shayam Kripa
Foods Pvt Ltd triggered a fire at
around 3.15am.

The blaze quickly engulfed
the four-storey building, lead-
ing to a blast in a compressor.
Of the 23 labourers who were
working at the factory at the
time, three were killed, with six
others grievously hurt.

Officers said that one of the
injured is critical as he has
received 80% burns on his
body.

The owners of the unit,
Ankit Gupta and Vinay Gupta,
who were arrested on Saturday,
were later released on bail as
all the Indian Penal Code sec-
tions under which the first
information report (FIR) was
registered were bailable, a sen-
ior police officer said on Sun-
day.

“We have made the owners
join our investigation, as sev-
eral shortcomings were
observed inside the factory
during its initial inspection and
we needed them to explain why
the issues were not addressed.
The prime among them were
unavailability of fire safety
arrangements, untrained work-
ers, single entry and exit gate,
blocking of the only staircase
leading to the upper floors with
boxes and other items and
leakage in the gas pipeline,” the
officer said.

Deputy commissioner of
police (outer north) Ravi
Kumar Singh said that investi-
gators have approached all
agencies concerned, including
the fire department, Indra-
prastha Gas Limited (IGL), and
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), seeking their
reports pertaining to the inci-
dent.

“We will collect all such
reports and include them in
our investigation and in the
charge sheet. The probe is still
on,” added DCP Singh.

Meanwhile, the bodies of the
deceased — identified as Beer-
pal Sharma, 42, Shyam Singh,
24, and Ram Singh, 30 — were
handed over to their families
after autopsy.

The final autopsy reports are
still awaited, the officer quoted
above said.

JEE-Advanced list out,

top 2 from Delhi zone

Varun Bhandari
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Joint Entrance
Exam (JEE)-Advanced results
were announced on Sunday,
with the top two spots in the
country being secured by stu-

dents in the Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT)-Delhi zone —
Ved Lahoti, who scored 355 out
of 360 marks, the highest ever,
and Aditya (goes by a single
name), a resident of Pitampura
in Delhi.

IIT-Madras, which con-
ducted the exam this time, said
that 180,200 candidates
appeared in both papers] and 2
in JEE (Advanced) 2024 held on
May 20, of which 48,248 aspi-
rants qualified.

Lahoti, a resident of Indore
in Madhya Pradesh, completed
his coaching for the JEE exams
from Kota in Rajasthan. He got
119th rank in the JEE mains
exam held earlier this year,
before scoring AIR (all-India
rank)-1in JEE Advanced.

Speaking to HT, Lahoti said
that he is planning to take up
computer science at I[IT-Bom-
bay. “I would like to explore the
computer science field further
before opting for higher stud-
ies,” he said.

Lahoti said that he followed
a 14-hour daily schedule to pre-
pare for the JEE Advanced

Ved Lahoti and (right) Aditya.

exams. “My day usually started
at 6am. I used to go to the
classes, and after coming back
[ revised the lessons taught in
the class,” he said.

*After completing my home-
work, [ used to self-study, take
an hour-long break and then go
to bed by 10pm,” he said, add-
ing that he never missed out on
his eight-hour sleep.

HT was unable to speak
Aditya, who scored AIR 2 in the
JEE Advanced exams, as he is
currently in Malaysia to repre-
sent India at the Asian Physics
Olympiad. His father Pawan
Kumar told HT that his son
completed his schooling from
Darbari Lal DAV Model school
in Pitampura.

Kumar said that Aditya
plans to pursue a computer sci-
ence course at either IIT-Delhi
or IIT-Bombay, which he will
decide after he returns to India.
He has a key interest in physics,
Kumar said.

Asked about his son’'s future

plans, Kumar said, "Aditya
aims to go to Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in the
US for research purposes and
higher studies after completing
his undergraduate course.”

Previously, Aditya has also
won many medals in various
international Olympiads, rep-
resenting India in Japan, Mon-
golia and Dubai, Kumar added.

Dwija Dharameshkumar
Patel (AIR-7) from the IIT-
Bombay zone has topped
among the female candidates
with a score of 332 marks in
JEE Advanced.

Among the other achievers
from the National Capital
Region include Bhavya Tiwari
from Noida and Kanav Choud-
hary from Ghaziabad. Tiwari
secured AIR-19 in the
JEE Advanced and obtained
323 out of 360 marks, and after
scoring 311, Choudhary got
AIR-56.

[2 have narrow escape after
blaze at escape room in CP

Karn Pratap Singh

karn singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Twelve people had a
narrow escape when a fire broke
out at an escape room in Con-
naught Place on Sunday after-
noon, fire department officials
said, adding that no injuries
were reported in the incident.

Fire officials said that 150
small rooms were built with
wooden items inside the prem-
ises, covering an area of 50x150
square feet. As part of the games,
people are locked in the rooms
and given puzzles to solve them
within a time frame to success-
fully escape from the room.

The Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
received a call at 3.21pm about
the fire at Mystery Rooms, which
is located on the first floor of M
block in the outer circle near
Shankar Market. Prima facie, the
fire broke out due to a short-cir-
cuit in the air-conditioner (AC)
in a room near the entry/exit
point of the establishment, fire
officials said.

“We rushed five fire tenders to
the spot. The blaze was doused
in a one-and-a-half-hour opera-
tion by 5pm. Our firefighters car-
ried out a search operation
inside the premises to find out if
anyone was trapped inside, but
no one was. No injury or casu-
alty was reported,” said DFS
chief Atul Garg.

Flreﬁghters try to douse the blaze on Sunda}' SANJEEV VERMA/HT PHOTO

“The fire caused damage to
only two of the 150 rooms at the
establishment. Since the inci-
dent occurred on a Sunday,
when there was a high footfall in
Connaught Place, the quick
response by firefighters averted
a major incident,” a fire official
said on condition of anonymity.

According to officials, the fire
broke out a couple of minutes
before it was reported to DFS.

Fire station officer Prem Lal,
who led the firefighting opera-
tion, said the 12 employees and
customers present inside the

premises rushed out of the
building when they saw flames
and smoke. The flames billowing
out from a window were also vis-
ible from the main road.

When HT contacted a cus-
tomer care agent (executive) of
Mystery Rooms, Delhi-NCR, the
executive said, “"We cannot say
anything at this moment,” and
disconnected the call.

Deputy commissioner of
police (New Delhi) Devesh
Kumar Mahla said he was col-
lecting information about the
fire incident.

MCOCA invoked against
fugitive gangster’s outfit

Karn Pratap Singh

karn.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police
crime branch has invoked provi-
sions of the stringent Maharash-
tra Control of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA) against the gang
led by fugitive gangster Himan-
shu Bhau, senior police officers
have said.

The crime branch has invoked
MCOCA sections 3 (punishment
for organised crime) and 4 (pun-
ishment for possessing unac-
countable wealth on behalf of a
member of organised crime syn-
dicate) against the gang, which
will be applicable to all mem-
bers, officers said.

Additional commissioner of
police (crime) Sanjay Bhatia said
the provisions have been added
in connection with an incident
on May 6, in which more than 20
bullets were fired at a car show-
room in Tilak Nagar, leaving
seven people injured.

“We have booked Himanshu
Bhau, his key aide, Sahil Ritoliya
(who is suspected to be operat-
ing from a foreign country), the
two accused arrested in the cars
showroom firing case — Mohit
Gahlawat,26, and Ketan
Kundu,21 —and other members
of the gang, some of whom have
already been arrested. The case
has been transferred to the
crime branch from the local
Tilak Nagar police station,” said
Bhatia.

Officers said that with police
invoking MCOCA in the case, the
arrested accused will remain in
jail for a longer period, if con-

Himanshu Bhau

victed, and may not get bail for at
least the first six months. It will
also help the investigating team
get six months to file the charges
heet in the case, compared to the
60-90 days in cases registered
under other IPC sections.

Recently, the Mumbai Police
invoked MCOCA against Law-
rence Bishnoi gang after its role
was established in firing outside
the house of actor Salman Khan,
said an investigator.

On May 6 at 7pm, two men
walked to a guard at the Tilak
Nagar showroom, gave him a
paper slip on which names of
three members of the Bhau gang
were scribbled, before opening
indiscriminate fire at the show-
room. More than 20 rounds
were fired at the glass door on
the ground floor and the glass
panels on the first floor of the
three-storey building. The show-
room’s owner, Manoj Malik, and
six others present there were
injured after broken pieces of the
glass door and panels were shat-
tered by the bullets, and pierced
their faces and hands. After the
firing, that was captured in
CCTV cameras installed at the
showroom, the assailants fled on

3 held for aiding
Bhau, associates

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police special cell has
arrested three men who
arranged illicit firearms,
money, and other logis-
tics for gangster Himan-
shu Bhau and his associ-
ates, officers said on Sun-
day.

The accused were
identified as Ajit Kalia, 35
— who was caught from
Goa —and Rambir Singh,
38, and Rohit Kumar, 25,
who were nabbed in
Delhi. All three were
arrested last week, offi-
cers said. Himanshu
Bhau — believed to be
hiding in Portugal — is
suspected to be the mas-
termind behind extortion
threats to several car
showrooms in West Delhi
last month. HTC

a motorbike, the police said.
“The Bhau gang intended to
terrorise people using the shoot-
ing incident. A case of attempt to
murder and firing was registered
at the Tilak Nagar police station.
The next day, Malik received a
threatening call from an interna-
tional number. The caller intro-
duced himself as Himanshu
Bhau and demanded 25 crore.
S0, section 387 (putting a person
in fear of death or hurt to com-
mit extortion) of the IPC was
added to the FIR,” said Bhatia.

A very Tihar problem: Old mobile phone

Jignasa Sinha

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: On May 6, two men
fired more than 20 bullets at a
car showroom in Tilak Nagar,
west Delhi, an incident that left
seven people injured. Not long
afterwards, the showroom'’s
owner got an extortion letter
demanding %5 crore, followed by
a threatening phone call from a
foreign-based number.

Over the next few days, car
dealers in Naraina, Rajouri Gar-
den, and Dwarka also reported
receiving similar extortion calls
or letters.

Delhi Police officers said
absconding gangster Himanshu
Bhau — believed to be in hiding
in Portugal — masterminded the
incidents, and according to
informants, had roped in gang-
ster Naveen Bali and his brother
Rahul alias Kaala to recruit local
goons to threaten showrooms.

Initially, investigators were
sceptical about Bali and Rahul’s
role in the extortion bids — both
are imprisoned in Tihar, a jail
complex that has 15 phone jam-
mers to curb illegal use of cell-
phones by its 20,000 inmates.
But police made a startling dis-
covery — Rahul, and other Tihar
inmates were using 5G-enabled
phones to bypass these jammers.

Circumventing jammers

According to police, Tihar jail
has three harmonious call block-
ing system (T-HCBS) towers,
Mandoli jail has one, and Rohini
jail has none. The jails are also
equipped with small units to jam
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DelhiPrisons officials said there will always exist a gap between

their equipment and the latest technology.

phone calls- phone jammers.
Officers said the Union ministry
of home affairs has approved use
of these T-HCBS towers to block
calls/messages in jails.

The T-HCBS towers and cell
phone jammers are ostensibly in
place to ensure inmates are not
able to use mobiles. But 500
houses and 50 shops of C4 and
C5 blocks in Janakpuri are col-
lateral damage — these jammers
ensure that communications are
crippled in this pocket of Delhi.

Ironically, while Janakpuri
residents struggle with non-exis-
tent cellular network, Tihar
inmates are able to use the latest
cellphones to bypass jammers.

The jammers, sourced from
BEL, emit radio signals on the
same frequency as mobile
phones to hinder communica-
tion between the mobile device
and a cell phone tower. Officials
said the current jammers in
Tihar only block 2G, 3G and 4G

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT

networks. Since 5G 18 an
upgrade, the jammers don't have
capacity to block those signals.

Phones going undetected
The Delhi Police on May 25
caught Rahul, 32 — Bali’s
brother whoislodged in Tihar’s

jail no. 3 — with an iPhone,

which he used to coordinate
with gang members who are not
behind bars.

“Despite being lodged in a
high-security prison, Rahul was
caught with an iPhone enabled
with 5G. Sadly, the phone has
been in use for a long time — we
discovered he had shared clips of
gangster Tillu Tajpuriya’s mur-
der (in May 2023),” a senior
crime branch officer said, on
condition of anonymity.

The officer said most gang-
sters have a “free hand” in jails,
and can make calls, internet
calls, and send instant messages
[rom jail without being caught.

"Rahul works with jailed
gangster Neeraj Bawana and was
also involved in the recent firing
incidents in west Delhi. We
found the numbers of the assail-
ants on his phone,” the officer
said, adding that an enquiry has
been initiated against Rahul and
his cellmates.

A senior Delhi Prisons official
said that they have complained
about the lack of effectiveness of
the jammers to director general
(prisons) Satish Golcha.

“Gangsters associated with
Bali, Himanshu Bhau, Kala
Jathedi, Neeraj Bawana, and
Lawrence Bishnoi have been
caught using phones with 5G
networks. To prevent any
offence, jammers are there but
they don't work on 5G SIMs and
network,” the official said.

Golcha’s office said there will
always exist a gap between
equipment and the latest tech-
nology. “We know gangsters are
now using 5G and we have sent a
proposal to THCBS to get jam-
mers that can stop 5G network.
We have also taken 15 more jam-
mers to prevent further use of
phones. The DG Prisons is also
in talks to upgrade the towers at
Mandoli and Rohini jails. We are
also sharing inputs with the Spe-
cial Cell about these devices and
gangsters who are using them,”
the office said in a statement.

Nabbing contraband

On May 2, 2023, at 6am, gangster
Sunil Baliyan alias Tillu Tajpur-
iya was stabbed 150 times by
four fellow inmates of the same
high-security ward of Tihar.

According to investigators, the
four assailants — members of
Tajpuria’s deceased rival Jogin-
der Gogi's gang, who used
improvised shanks in the attack
— got instructions for the mur-
der over the phone. They used
internet calling, said jail officials.
To prevent the further use of
phones and weapons inside its
jails, the Delhi prisons depart-
ment constituted a special task
force in December 2022 to con-
duct mass raids and checks. The
team consisted of seven assistant
superintendents and 13 haval-
dars, who nabbed 350 phones,
internet dongles, and weapons.
But officials told HT that the
task force was disbanded earlier
this year, and are now depend-
ent on checks by jail wardens
every fortnight. “The raids were
helpful. Now, we know jail ward-
ens and lower-level staff are not
able to cover as many inmates,”
a Tihar official said, on condition
of anonymity. Golcha's office
denied that the task force was
dismantled. His office shared
that since January, they seized
over 211 contraband items.
“The recovery is less because
of intensified raids. We are not
dependent on STF. We are inde-
pendently conducting raids and
also keeping surveillance
through CCTVs.” said the officer
from Golcha's office
Sunil Gupta, former Tihar jail
officer who is currently a lawyer
at the Delhi high court, said jam-
mers never work on advanced
technology. “Earlier, jamnmers
did not work on the 4G network.
Now, they can’t stop 5G.”

jammers unable to block out 5G signals
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Gong! Restored Kamala Market
tower starts ticking again

MARCH 13 .

clock

Paras Singh

paras@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The 72-year-old
clock tower located at Kamala
Market, near New Delhi Railway
Station, has been restored, and
the clock has started ticking
again after several decades,
municipal officials associated
with the project said on Friday.

The tower has been repaired,
repainted, flex boards installed
on the structure have been
removed and its original four
clocks have been made func-
tional, the officials said.

The market was set up to pro-
vide livelihood to Partition refu-
gees who settled in Delhi, and
was inaugurated by former pres-
ident Dr Rajendra Prasad on
November 26, 1951. The same
year the clock tower was also
installed there. Officials added
that the larger project to restore
the crumbling structures in the
market is still in progress.

Lakhwir Singh, vice president
of the Kamala Market traders
association, whose family has
been running a shop there since
1960, said the clock tower was
maintained by the market asso-
ciation till 1995, Then, the
mechanic who maintained the
clock, died. “It has remained
non-functional for almost three
decades but its original machine
is intact. We are glad the heri-
tage structure has been
restored,” Singh said.

He added that just like the old
days, the clock chimes to mark

Traders said the clock tower was non-functional for nearl}f three ﬁe:ades

every hour. “If it is 6 o’clock, the
gong sounds six times. Its like
being transported back to the old
days. The market revamp is
pending but 15 traders have taken
the initiative by starting repair of
their own shops,” he added.

The market has 271 shops and
1,500 workers who operate as
craftsmen, porters and mechanics.

An MCD official said lieuten-
ant governor VK Saxena had
inspected the market on Febru-
ary 23 directing the agencies to
take several remedial measures
including the restoration of the
clocktower. “The clock tower has
been restored in first phase and
the larger plan includes repair
work in the market,” the official
added requesting anonymity.

HT had reported on March 15
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MAI!CI-i 15 HT repnrted
the clock tower was to be
revamped as part of MCD's
plan to beautify the market

that the 72-year-old market and
the clock tower was lying in poor
shape, and that MCD had drawn
up a plan to redevelop the market.

Kamala Market was developed

in the shape of two concentric
horseshoes on the lines of Con-
naught Place. Traders say that
originally, the market had restau-
rants, grocery shops, and ice
cream parlours. However, the
market failed to attract shoppers.
In 1960s workers from the Shrad-
dhanand Market, which is located
across the road, moved in, mak-
ing metal cases, cabinets and met-
alware. By the 1970s and 80s, the
market, named after Kamala
Nehru — wife of the first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru —
became one of the biggest desert
air cooler markets in the country.

Delhi has several functional
clock towers — at Sabzi Mandi
area in north Delhi, Hari Nagar
in west Delhi and one inside the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The city’s
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oldest clock tower, Northbrook
Clock Tower, used to be at
Chandni Chowk. It was demol-
ished after it partially collapsed
in 1950. MCD allocated 32 lakh
in 1957 to rebuild the structure.
But, the tower, a relic from the
British Raj, was never rebuilt.
Officials from MCD's architec-
ture department have prepared a
plan to beautify the market by
building a common facade, along
with common patterns of sig-
nage for all shops. In March, the
corporation invited bids for a
$25.3 lakh project which
involved general repair, the clock
tower facelift, repair of boundary
walls and grilles and develop-
ment of a new toilet block. The
larger project of uplifting the
market is likely to cost 1.2 crore.

Carrams

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: One person died
while another suffered grievous
injuries after a speeding car
rammed them near the main
gate of Ramjas College under
the Delhi University in Maurice
Nagar in north Delhi on Sunday
afternoon. The car also brokea
cement bench and an iron pole
at the college gate, police offi-
cers aware of the matter said.

Police arrested the driver,
identified as Virendra Mehta,
56, a resident of Mukherjee
Nagar.

A security guard posted at the
college gate said that it was for-

THE VICTIM WAS
AN E-RICKSHAW
DRIVER. THE
DRIVER OF THE
LUXURY CAR HAS
BEEN ARRESTED

tunate that the accident took
place on a Sunday, when the
place has a lower footfall or else
the death toll could have been
way higher.

Deputy commissioner of
police (north) Manoj Kumar
Meena said that a PCR call
regarding the accident was
received at Maurice Nagar
police station at 1.16pm.

“After reaching the spot,
police found that the driver of a
white luxury car lost control of
the vehicle and hit two people,
identified as Govind Sarkar, 45,
and Ashok Das, 43, who were
sitting on the bench after park-
ing their e-rickshaws on the
road. Both the injured people
were sent to Hindu Rao Hospi-
tal. Doctors said that the condi-
tion of Das was stable. However,
Sarkar was later referred to Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash Hospital,
where he succumbed to his
injuries,” he said.

“Mehta’s blood samples have
been sent for forensic examina-
tion to detect if he was under
the influence of alcohol during

bench near DU college, 1 dead

the time of the accident. As per
preliminary information, the
accused is a lawyer by profes-
sion. A case is being registered
under relevant sections of law,”
he said.

Meanwhile, the woman secu-
rity guard at the college gate on
condition of anonymity said, “It
was a Sunday, otherwise the
accident could have turned into
a major tragedy as the place is
always crowded with college
students. The speed of the car
went out of control of the driver
and the vehicle kept moving for-
ward after ramming both the
victims and dragged them for
over 10 metres. The car also
broke aniron pole.”
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wristwatches,”

On the saga of a Walled City landmark

Stop all the clocks, silence the street
sounds, and bring out the janaza, let the
mourners come. We thought that it
would last forever, we were wrong.

For a long time, the beautiful clock
repair shop stood at the mouth of Old Delhi’s Gali
Choori Wallan. It has vanished, along with its
massive collection of stately old wall clocks. The
shop closed some weeks ago.

The passing of the landmark has progressed
into new beginnings. The three venerable broth-
ers—who would be seen hard at work at the shop,
diligently concentrating on those precious heir-
looms—have launched their own clock-and-watch
repairing shops.

Riyaz Khan, who specialises in hand-wound
wrist watches, has his new establishment in Gali
Surkh Poshan. This afternoon, it is shuttered, the
shutter newly painted blue. People in the vicinity
inform that the shop is still being readied, and is
expected to open within days.

Gayaz Khan, who specialises in “quartz wali
has his new establishment located
further ahead in Gali Choori Wallan, opposite

Mayank

Funeral blues, with rebirths

Metro Hotel. This afternoon, his son is ensconced
inside the small shop, while he himself is briefly

dWay OI1 a1l errand.

Ayaz Khan, who specialises in wall clocks, has
his new establishment in Gali Badliayan. His shop
is the grandest of the three, and closest to the
spirit of the original shop. This afternoon, it is
crammed with hundreds of wall clocks. They are
nailed on the walls, they are stacked up one upon
another on the floor (see photo). The weathered,
wooden bodies of many clocks bear the bruises of

time.

The three brothers picked up the intricacies of
watch and clock repairs from their father,
Muhammed Ilyasi, who founded the original shop
in 1972. Since he was informally known as Halfiz ji;
his shop gradually became popular as Haafiz ji ki
Dukaan. The late founder had started his clock-ca-
reer in a Khan Market watch shop.

Sitting at his Gali Badliyan workshop, Ayaz Khan
notes that many of these clocks were made 70-80
years ago in Europe and the US. Some of these have
been sent by their owners for repairs, he says. Many
others are for sale. He now picks up a clock, and
keeps it on his lap, saying that the old Haaliz ji ki
Dukaan is to be replaced by a pharmacy.

READ:
For more
stories by
Mayank
Austen
Soofi,
scan the
QR code

COPS BOOK MAN
FOR HARASSING
GR NOIDA WOMAN

GREATER NOIDA: A Hapur-
based man has been booked in
Greater Noida for allegedly sex-
ually harassing a 20-year-old
woman on the pretext of offer-
ing prayers to help her give
birth to a son, officers said on
Sunday.

Based on the woman's com-
plaint, an FIR was registered
and a case of sexual harass-
ment was lodged at Dadri
police station on Saturday, they
said. HTC

CHINTELS PARADISO }

Hry govt directs residents of
Tower J to vacate their flats

HT Correspondent

hireporters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The Haryana
department of town and country
planning (DTCP) has issued
directions to people living in
Tower J at Chintels Paradiso —a
residential tower deemed unsafe
for habitation — to vacate their
flats at the earliest, officials said
on Sunday.

A district committee, headed
by the Gurugram divisional com-
missioner, fixed the rent for
homeowners in Towers D,E,F, G
and H, who opted for the recon-
struction of flats — days after the
DC recommended that the rent
be fixed at 215 per square feet.

Residents, however,
expressed their unhappiness
over the rate, and said that they
will submit a representation to
the committee, seeking a hike.

On February 10, 2022, renova-
tions at a sixth-floor flat of Tower
D in Chintels Paradiso society in
Gurugram Sector 109 led to the
ceiling of a bedroom collapsing,
causing a cascade effect in which
portions of flats caved in all
down to the first floor. Following
the incident, in which two resi-
dents were killed, DTCP ordered
a structural audit of the complex,
and based on a report prepared
by IIT-Delhi, the Gurugram
administration deemed five of
the nine towers — D, E, F, G, and
H — unsafe, and in need of dem-
olition. Later, Tower J was also
deemed unsafe.

A DTCP official said that after
taking into account the prevail-
ing rent in societies in sectors 108
and 109, the committee held a
meeting on May 29 and decided
that the rent for alternative
accommodation for the residents

be fixed at 15 per square foot.

Members of the Chintels Par-
adiso RWA, however, said the
rate was too low. “Rent at com-
parable properties in theareais
%18-19 per square foot,” said
RWA president Rakesh Hooda.

To be sure, on January 4, the
Supreme Court issued direc-
tions that the developer should
pay fair rent to owners who opt
for reconstruction.

When asked about the matter,
JN Yadav, vice president, Chintels
India Ltd, said they would pay the
rent fixed by the district adminis-
tration from the day the construc-
tion begins— the condition stipu-
lated by the Supreme Court. “We
have been finding it difficult to
shift utilities. This has delayed the
demolition process. All furniture
and fixtures from the five towers
have been removed and we will
start demolition soon,” he said.
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IN NDA 3.0, FAMILIAR

The Prime Minister, along with 30 Cabinet ministers,
five ministers of state with independent charge and 36
ministers of state make up the 72-member council of
ministers in the new government sworn in on Sunday

72 members .

The Modi government 3.0 is only 9 -,j“" %, i 4

short of the maximum permissible e ey o

strength of 81 for council of ministers =~ ¢ states and Union territories
X i are represented in the new

% Prime Minister 7 4

3 4 council of ministers coming
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minorities - including a
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Minister of State record 18 senior ministers
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RAO INDERJIT SINGH, 74

ARJUN RAM
MEGHWAL, 70

A 4-term MP from Buldhana, Jadhav has found
place in the council of ministers as the senior-
most representative of the Shiv Sena. A powertul
leader from western Vidarbha, Jadhav has been
minister at the state level on several occasions as
a Maratha leader who claims the support of sev-
eral community organisations. His appointment
is likely to help Eknath Shinde mitigate some
Maratha anger against the government.

A six-time MP and four time MLA, Gurugram
Lok Sabha representative Rao Inderjit Singh’s
popularity in Haryana has withstood the winds
of change and time. A scion of the Rewari royal
family and the son of Rai Birender Singh who
was briefly Haryana chief minister in 1967,
Singh defeated Raj Babbar of the Congress by
75,079 votes, even as the Congress made
inroads into the state elsewhere.

A key member of Narendra
Modi-led Cabinets since 2014,
Rajasthan SC face and MP
from Bikaner, Arjun Ram
Meghwal, who has served as
union minister for Law and
Justice as well as minister of
state for parliamentary affairs,
will now serve his third
straight term in the union cab-
inet. He won from Bikaner for
the fourth time, and has been
at the forefront of handling the
BJP’s floor management in the
Lok Sabha for the BJP. From
Kishmidesar village in Bika-
ner, Meghwal served in the
Rajasthan Administrative Ser-
vice, was promoted to the
Indian Administrative Service,
and then resigned and con-
tested the 2009 Lok Sabha
elections on a BJP ticket. In
2014, when the BJP came to
power, his rise was clear, and
he was immediately appointed
the party's chief whip in the
Lok Sabha.

JITENDRA SINGH, 67 JAYANT CHAUDHARY, 45

The RLD broke away from the INDIA alliance
hours after the Bharat Ratna was awarded to
party founder and former PM Chaudhary
Charan Singh. On Sunday, Charan Singh's
grandson Jayant was sworn in as a minister of
state with independent charge. The RLD, which
helped the BJP mitigate damage in western UP,
contested two seats and won both. This is the
first time that Jayant will helm a ministry.

Jitendra Singh, who has been part of the council
of ministers for a decade in different capacities
and is the party’s face in Jammu, was sworn in as
minister of state with independent charge. Singh
has served as MoS in the PMO, MoS for person-
nel, public grievances and pensions, and MoS for
science, tech and earth sciences. In the first elec-
tions since the abrogation of Article 370 in J&K,
Singh stamped his hold over Udhampur.

RAJNATH SINGH, 72

minist

NITIN GADKARI, 67

Despite the winds of change
around him, both within his
own party and in the country,
Singh has used his experience
and independent political heft to
retain his significance in govern-
ment. Defence minister in the
second Modi govt, he was also
one of the few BJP leaders who
can call leaders across parties.
He will reprise his role as a key
cabinet minister, but even more

Even in an age that has been
dominated by Modi’s popular-
ity, Gadkari has created a cult
popularity of his own within the
party and government. Close to
the RSS, he was the BJP presi-
dent between 2009 and January
2013, a time when the BJP was
rebuilding. During the BJP’s
decade in power, he has held
several portfolios, but has been
the minister of road, transport

SHIVRAJ SINGH
CHOUHAN, 65

Chouhan, a four-time MP chlef
minister, will find himself in a
new role. Chouhan, once the
BJP's undisputed leader in MP,
was replaced by Mohan Yadav
after leading the BJP to another
victory in December 2023, and
then contested the Lok Sabha
polls from Vidisha, where he
won by an overwhelming mar-
gin. In his long tenure, he has

S JAISHANKAR, 69

India’s former top diplomat (he
was foreign secretary) was sur-
prisingly named to the 2nd
Modi council of ministers. As
external affairs minister, he has
overseen a period when India
has become much closer to the
West, especially the US, but also
managed to maintain ties with
its ally, and key weapons sup-
plier, Russia. Foreign alfairs is
considered to be an area where

importantly, his tiesacross polit- | and highways for a decade — built an identity as a mass Modi 2.0 did exceedingly well;
ical lines will now be key in the with India’s expanded network | leader, andis popularly known | much ofthe credit for that
first coalition government. of highways a credit to him. by the moniker “mama”(uncle). | should go to Jaishankar.
AMIT SHAH, 59 JP NADDA, 63 NIRMALA MANOHAR LAL
SITHARAMAN, 64 KHATTAR, 70
¥

As PM Modi prepares to begin
his 3rd term, by his side —as
has been the case for three dec-
ades— will be his trusted aide
and confidant, Amit Shah.
When Modi led Gujarat, Shah
was his home minister. When
Modi first became PM, Shah
took charge of BJP and moulded
it into a near hegemonic force.
In Modi’'s 2nd term, Shah took
charge of the home ministry,
piloting key decisions central
to the government’s adminis-
trative and ideological project.
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JITIN PRASADA, 50

Sitting minister in Uttar Pra-
desh, Prasada spent most of
his career in the Congress.

Jagat Prakash Nadda, who
was born in Patna, but rose
through the ranks of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in
Himachal Pradesh, was
Union health minister in the
first Modi cabinet, then
national BJP president since
2020. He returns to the coun-
cil as one of the party’s sen-
ior-most faces and is widely
known as a key decision
maker within the BJPand is a
close aide to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
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She was one of the key perform-
ers of Modi 2.0, cabinet, helping
to navigate the Indian economy
through a Covid induced crisis
as finance minister, in the proc-
ess cementing its status as the
world’s 5th largest economy.
Honest and straightforward, she
transformed India’s banking
channels, making them effective
delivery mechanisms for wel-
fare programmes. She is one of
the most experienced adminis-
trators in the government.
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The first man to helm a BJP
government in Haryana, Khat-
tar will now play a key rolein
the third NDA government. An
RSS man who rose through the
ranks, Khattar was a surprise
pick for the post of Haryana
chief minister, and was
re-elected to the post in 2019.
He was removed earlier this
year and replaced by his once
aide Nayab Singh Saini, but
contested and won the Lok
Sabha election from Karnal.
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SHRIPAD NAIK, 71

He was first elected to Par11a~
ment in 1999 and is Goa's

longest-serving MP.

A sevemterrﬁ MP frm Ur
Pradesh, he served as MoS,
finance, between 2021 and 2024.

Gurjar retained his Faridabad
constituency in Haryana in the
Lok Sabha elections.

RAMDAS ATHAWALE, 64

RAM NATH THAKUR, 74

NITYANAND RAI, 58

ANUPRIYA PATEL, 43

Despite not fighting polls, he
was picked considering his

He is the son mi former Blhar
CM and Bharat Ratna awardee

Rai is considered close to Union
minister Amit Shah: he has held

Chief of Apna Dal (S), key NDA
ally in UP, she served as MoS

clout among Dalit voters. Karpoori Thakur. key organisational posts in BJP. for several terms.
VSOMANNA, 73 CHANDRA SEKHAR SP SINGH BAGHEL, 63 SHOBHA KARANDLAIE, 57

Lingayat leader and former
Karnataka minister who won
the Tumkur Lok Sabha seat.

PEMMASANI, 48

A doctor from Andhra ras h,
the richest MP in Lok Sabha.

Once part of Mulayam Singh
Yadav's security detail, he served
as Mo§ in the previous Modi govt.

A close aide of former Karnataka
CM BS Yediyurappa, she is again
set to be a part of the council.
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HD KUMARASWAMY, 64

The son of former PM HD
Deve Gowda, former Karna-
taka chief minister HD Kumar-
aswamy's JD(S) stymied the
extent of Congress inroads in
the state, and while it won only
two seats, its Vokkaliga sup-
port base aligned with the
BJP’s Lingayat core, helped the
BJP defend its turf. The JD(S)
campaign has however been
marred by controversy after
his nephew Prajwal Revanna,
who lost from Hassan, was
arrested for sexual abuse.

PIYUSH GOYAL, 59

Goyal, has, over the past decade,
reinforced his credentials as the
party’s key troubleshooter, a
tough trade deal negotiator, and
the man who forged key com-
mercial deals. In this time, he
has helmed a variety of key
positions, from commerce and
industry to consumer affairs,
food and public distribution,
textiles, coal and power. This
time, Goyal will take his place in
the cabinet as a Lok Sabha
member, having won the elec-
tion from Mumbai North.
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DHARMENDRA
PRADHAN, 54

Pradhan, one of the BJP's most
influential leaders in Odisha,
will reprise his role as a cabinet
minister. In 2014, he was picked
to head the crucial ministry of
petroleum and natural gas, and
oversaw the implementation of
the PM Ujjwala Yojana, one of
Modi's flagship schemes. Along
with leading the BJP’s rise in
Odisha, Pradhan was the minis-
ter for education after 2019, and
brought in the National Educa-
tion Policy in 2020.

JITAN RAM MANJHI, 79

For decades, HAM(S) founder
Manjhi has been at the heart of
Bihar’s politics. He was sworn
in as Bihar's CM in May 2014
when he was in the JD(U), and
served in that post for eight
months. He subsequently
formed his own party, and with
a section of Dalits extremely
loyal to him, has never lost rele-
vance. He is the only MP that
the HAM(S) has, but will now
be a senior minister in the Modi
government, his support cru-
cial to the NDA’s grip on Bihar.
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Former JD(U) president Rajiv
Ranjan Singh (aka Lalan Singh)
has long been considered one
of the men that have the trust
of Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, and
is now set to be a key Union
minister. A 4-time MP, he has
established himself asa key
strategist and troubleshooter
for JD(U), and is now set to be
its key man in Delhi and in the
cabinet; with the future of the
alliance hinging on the JDU-
BJP ties at the Centre, his stat-
ure will only rise.

SARBANANDA
SONOWAL, 61

A stalwart from Assam, former
CM Sarbananda Sonowal has
found place in the Modi cabinet
again. In the previous cabinet,
Sonowal, a RS member since
2021, was in charge of various
ministries — from ports to ship-
ping and waterways to AYUSH.
Sonowal took over as Assam
chief minister in 2016, before
being replaced by Himanta
Biswa Sarma when the BJP won
a second consecutive assembly
elections in 2021

VIRENDRA KUMAR, 70

A former pro-tem speaker of
the 17th Lok Sabha, eight-time
member of Parliament from
Madhya Pradesh Virendra
Kumar is a key SC leader from
Bundelkhand, and was first
elected as a member of Parlia-
ment in 1996. In September
2017, he was appointed as the
Union minister of state in
Narendra Modi’s first minis-
terial expansion, and then
became Cabinet minister for
social justice & empower-
mentin 2019.

PRALHAD JOSHI, 61
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The five-term member of Par-
liament from Hubbali-Dhar-
wad in Karnataka, and in
charge of parliamentary
affairs, coal and mines, in the
second Modi government,
Joshi is one of Karnataka's
tallest leaders of the Bharat-
iva Janata Party. Beginning
his career with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
the 61-year-old first became a
MLA in 1996, entered the Lok
Sabha in 2004, and has since
been undefeated.

RAM MOHAN NAIDU, 36

Suave and articulate, three-
term Srikakulam MP, Ram
Mohan Naidu is one of the
two Telugu Desam Party rep-
resentatives in the NDA cabi-
net. The son of former Union
minister K Yerran Naidu,
Ram Mohan has a bachelor’s
degree in engineering from
Purdue University, and has
been an active member of the
TDP since 2012 and won from
the Srikakulam Lok Sabha
constituency in Andhra Pra-
desh.
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JUAL ORAM, 63

i =

Jual Oram, who was India’s
first tribal affairs minister
when the ministry was created
under Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in October
1999, found place in the third
Narendra Modi Cabinet on
sunday. A key tribal leader
who is a five-time parliamen-
tarian, Oram has been a key
part of the BJP's rise in Odisha
-- one that has come on the
back of the party’s increasing
influence over the tribal parts
of the state.
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One of the BJP’s most outspo-
ken figures on Hindutva, Singh
was elected from Nawada in
2014, and then from Begusarai
in 2019, defeating the Kanhaiya
Kumar. He fought from Begus-
arai again in 2024 and emerged
victorious. An aggressive voice
against the opposition, he was
the minister of rural develop-
ment, panchayati raj, animal
husbandry and fisheries in the

JYOTIRADITYA
SCINDIA, 53

Scindia, civil aviation minister
in the 2nd Modi govt has vast
administrative experience, pre-
viously also serving as Union
minister of state for telecommu-
nications, commerce and indus-
try under the UPA govt when he
was part of Congress, and has
been central to BJP’s domi-
nance in MP since he moved to
the party in 2020, ensuring that

GAJENDRA SINGH
SHEKHAWAT, 56

A third-term MP from Jodhpur,
Shekhawat is one of the more
experienced faces in the new
cabinet. He served as minister
of state for agriculture in 2017
and in 2019 was made cabinet
minister of the newly formed
Jal Shakti Ministry, and
charged with spearheading
task of bringing drinking water
to every home, a key promise of

2nd NDA government. the BJPsweptall 29 seatsin LS. | the 2nd Modi govt.
ASHWINI VAISHNAW, 53 | BHUPENDER YADAV, 54 | ANNPURNA DEVI, 55
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A 1994 batch IAS officer who
retired from the service to
work in several multinational
engineering companies before
making an entry into politics,
Vaishnaw is the quintessential
technocrat and handled key
portfolios such as Railways,
Information Technology and
Electronics and Communica-
tions in Modi 2.0. He helmed
the government's flagship

One of the BJP’s key strategists,
Yadav served as the Union cabi-
net minister of Labour and
Employment, and Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
between 2019 and 2024. A first-
time Lok Sabha MP-he was
previously in the Rajya Sabha -
Yadav spent years building the
party organisation as BJP
national general secretary, and
is seen as one of the architects of

The Bharatiya Janata Party
MP from Koderma in Jhark-
hand returned to the third
Narendra Modi cabinet on
Sunday, after serving as the
minister of state for education
in his second term. She joined
the BJP before the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections from RJD.

In 2019, Devi had made her
name when she beat Babulal
Marandi, Jharkhand’s tirst

Vande Bharat trains pro- key electoral victories in states chief minister by a margin of
gramine. like Rajasthan, Gujarat and UP. 450,000 votes.
KIREN RUUU, 52 HARDEEP SINGH PURI, 72 | MANSUKH

One of the BJP’s most recog-
nisable faces from the North-
East, Rijiju will return for his
3rd term as a member of
Modi's council of ministers. A
graduate from DU’s Hansraj
College and Faculty of Law,
the politician from Arunachal
Pradesh has served multiple
roles — from MoS for home to
Cabinet minister for law & jus-
tice and earth sciences.

/IR
A former diplomat who served
as the India’s permanent repre-
sentative to the UN, Puri returns
after serving several roles in the
previous regime. He has been
MosS for independent charge for
civil aviation, minister of state
for commerce and industry and
petroleum and natural gas min-
ister. Most importantly, he has
helmed the ministry for hous-
ing and urban affairs.

MANDAVIYA, 52

e

A two-time Rajya Sabha MP,
much of his career has been
spent in Gujarat where he was
an MLA in 2002, and was the
BJP's state secretary in 2013. In
2016, he was appointed the
MoS for road transport & high-
ways, shipping, and chemicals
& fertilisers, but was chosen to
lead India’s response to Cov-
id-19 as health minister in 2021

G KISHAN REDDY, 63

-

G Kishan Reddy, one of the
BJP’s key figures in undivided
Andhra Pradesh and then Tel-
angana once the states were
split in 2014, is the MP from
Secunderabad. Reddy was the
Telangana BJP’s first president
in 2014, and was the minister
of tourism, culture and devel-
opment of the North Eastern
Region of India in the second
Modi government . Reddy has
also served as minister of state

CHIRAG PASWAN, 41

The past 5 years have seen
much churn in the life of
41-year-old actor turned politi-
cian Chirag Paswan. In October
2020, his father Ram Vilas Pas-
wan died, sparking a deadly
intra-party battle between Chi-
rag and his uncle for his legacy.
Their LJP split, and while
Paras continued as Union min-
ister, Chirag’s influence
became clear when the NDA
allotted five seats to the faction

CR PATIL, 69
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Patil may be a new face in the
government, but the Gujarat
BJP chief has helmed a string of
key party responsibilities in the
PM’s home state, priming him
for the responsibility. A former
police constable, Patil has been
with the BJP since 1989, and
established a fearsome organi-
sational network in Surat. A
three-tine MP from Navsari,
the BJP won a historic 156 of 182

w0 Al ks LS - R ARG TE W S L e 4 seats in the 2022 assembly elec-
ani | for home affairs in the past. led by him. tions under his leadership.
BLVERMA, 62 SURESH GOPI, 65 AJAY TAMTA, 51

KIRTI V SINGH, 58

]

Gonda MP Kirti Vardhan Singh

_________

Rajya Sabha member BL

is popularly known as Raja Verma is from Uttar Pradesh’s
Bhaiyya among hissupporters. | Budaun district.
BHAGIRATH SATISH CHANDRA
CHOUDHARY, 70 DUBEY, 49
J@@l
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Ajmer MP Bhagirath Choud- Dubey is considered a strong

hary is known for his organi-
sational skills.

TOKHAN SAHU, 54

-

First time MP from Chhattis-
garh and a tall leader of the
influential Sahu community.

Brahmin leader of the BJP in
Bihar.

RAJ BHUSHAN
CHOUDHARY, 46

He won the Lok Sabha polls
from Muzaffarpur in Bihar by
a margin of 234,927 votes.

SHANTANU THAKUR, 41
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He played a key figure in the
BJP's outreach to the Matua
community in West Bengal.

SANJAY SETH, 64

A fresh face in the Modi cabinet,
he is considered close to former

Jharkhand CM Raghubar Das.

SRINIVASA VARMA, 56

o

Heis a grassroots BJP leader
from Bhimavaram, the rice
bowl of Andhra Pradesh.

Gopi is the BJP's first ever

Murugan, a Dalit BJP leader

Y )
A three-time MP from Almora

BANDI SANJAY KUMAR, 52

A leader from Telangana, Bandi

KAMLESH PASWAN, 47

Son of veteran leader Om Pra-

Member of Parliament in the from Tamil Nadu, is known for | in Uttarakhand, he earlier Sanjay Kumar is the BJP kash Paswan, Kamlesh is a
Lok Sabha from Kerala. his organisational skills. served as Mos§, textiles. national general secretary. four-time MP from Bansgaon.
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President of the BJP's West Ben-
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A first time lawmaker, Mal-
hotra has worked in the Delhi
unit of the BJP for 34 years.

She is one of the three BJP
women candidates who won
the polls in Gujarat.

A first-time MP from Pune, the
Maratha leader was earlier the
mayor of the city.

The general secretary of the
BJP's Kerala unit also took
oath as MoS on Sunday.

Grandson of former Punjab Two-time MP from Madhya Pra- | She is the daughter-in-law of sen- Savitri Thakur won from

chief minister Beant Singh, he | desh, hetaught at state tribal ior NCP leader Eknath Khadse, gal unit, he won the Balurghat the Dhar (reserved) seat in

lost the Lok Sabha elections. welfare department schools. who fought on a BJP ticket. seat for a second straight term. Madhya Pradesh.

HARSH MALHOTRA, 60 | NIMUBEN MURLIDHAR MOHOL, 49 | GEORGE KURIEN, 63 PABITRA MARGHERITA, 49
BAMBHANIYA, 57 =Y N

The Assam Rajya Sabha MP,
who joined politics in 2014,
was formerly a magazine edi-
tor and then a filmmaker.



08

Hintustan Times

NEW DELHI

MONDAY
JUNE10, 2024

MY INDIA

After poll debacle, Pandian

says quitting active politics

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: VK Pandian,
former bureaucrat and outgoing
Odisha chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik's close aide, on Sunday
announced his withdrawal from
“active politics”, five days after the
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) faced a drub-
bing at the hands of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in both the
assembly and Lok Sabha elections.

The former Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer, who
spearheaded the BJD’s poll cam-
paign and was often targeted by
the BJP over his Tamil origin, also
apologised for the 26-year-old
regional outfit's worst-ever elect-
oral performance in the recently
concluded simultaneous polls.

“My intent of joining politics
was only... only... to assist Naveen
babu, and now consciously I
decide to withdraw myself from
active politics,” Pandian said in a
video message posted on his Insta-
gram page. "I am sorry if [ have
hurt anyone on this journey. I am
sorry if this campaign narrative
against me played a partin BJD's
loss. I apologise to the entire Biju
parivar (family), including all the
karmis (workers) for this.”

The BJD faced its worst defeat
in the state polls, losing the power
in the state after 24-year rule to the
BJP. The Naveen Patnaik-led party
managed to win only 51 seats,
down from the 113 seats it won in
2019, in the 147-member assembly.
The BJP, on the other hand,
stormed to power, winning 78

Former IAS officer VK Pandian, who was Naveen Patnaik’s

private secretary, had joined BJD last November.

seats, four more than the majority
mark of 74. The BJD also failed to
open itsaccount in the Lok Sabha
polls in the state, with the BJP win-
ning 20 of the 21 seats and the Con-
gressone.

Pandian, a 2000-batch IAS offi-
cer, who had served as the private
secretary to Patnaik in the chief
minister’s office since 2011 and was
widely considered as one of the
most powerful officers in the state,
took voluntary retirement from
service in October last year. He
joined the BJD on November 27
and soon rose unofficially to the
second rank in the party behind
only party president Patnaik.

As he took centre stage, driving
the BJD’s poll campaign, the
party’s former ally-turned-rival
BJP made Pandian’s Tamil origin
as its central political plank, level-
ling him as an “outsider™. The BJP

ANIPHOTO

also evoked "Odia Asmita” (Odia
Pride) focussing on Pandian’s non-
Odia roots and the wide-spread
presumption that he would suc-
ceed Patnaikin the party and gov-
ernment. Top BJP leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, also accused Pandian of
holding Patnaik captive. The miss-
ing of Ratna Bhandar (treasury)
keys of the Shree Jagannath Tem-
ple was also attributed to him.

“T will always keep Odisha in
the core of my heart and my Guru
Naveen Babu in my breath and
pray to Lord Jagannath for their
well-being and prosperity,” Pan-
dian said.

Pandian also said that he came
from a humble family and a small
village, and his childhood dream
was to join the [AS and serve the
people, which Lord Jagannath
made possible. Stating that he

came to Odisha because his wife is
from Kendrapara, he recalled:
“From the day I set foot on the soil
of Odisha, I have received
immense love and affection from
the people... from Dharamgarh to
Rourkela to Mayurbhanj to Gan-
jam. I have tried to work very hard
for the people.”

Pandian said he had no desire
whatsoever for a specific political
post or power. "It has been my
shortcoming that I could not effec-
tively counter the political narra-
tives,” hesaid.

Alfter the electoral drubbing, the
clamour within BJD grew over
Pandian’s role, as many leaders
told Patnaik that it was the former
bureaucrat who stood between the
party and the victory. Defending
his close confidant, Patnaik on Sat-
urday termed the criticism against
Pandian as “unfortunate” and
praised the former IAS officer for
doing an “excellent job.”

During an election rally on May
10, Pandian had vowed to quit poli-
tics if Patnaik does not take oath as
the CM. He was responding to
Modi's comments predictinga BJP
government in Odisha.

Taking a dig at Pandian over his
announcement to withdraw from
politics, senior BJP leader Pitam-
bar Acharya claimed the “arro-
gance and vehemence” shown by
the former bureaucrat during poll
campaignin Odisha was unprece-
dented in politics. In a poston X,
Acharya said: “Pandian quitting
politics was not enough, the guilty
needs to be punished for push-
ing Odisha down.”

Amritpal Singh

JAILED AMRITPAL
T0 SEEK RELEASE
FOR OATH-TAKING

CHANDIGARH: Jailed radical Sikh
preacher and MP-elect Amritpal
singh will write to the Punjab
government, seeking a tempo-
rary release from the detention
inajail in Assam to take oath as
the member of parliament, his
counsel Imaan Singh Khara said
on Sunday.

“In a day or so, he will write to
seek temporary release under
Section 15 of the National Secu-
rity Act that deals with the tem-
porary release from detention,”
he said.

Amritpal, the chief of the
‘Waris Punjab De’ outfit, is cur-
rently lodged in Assam’s Dibru-
garh jail along with nine associ-
ates under the NSA.

Having fought the 2024 Lok
Sabha election as an Independ-
ent, he won from Khadoor Sahib
Lok Sabha seat after he defeated
Congress candidate Kulbir Singh
Zira. Amritpal won by a margin
of 1,987,120 votes. He polled
4,04,430 while Zira got 2,07,310.
His parents Tarsem Singh and
Balwinder Kaur arrived in
Assam on Saturday to meet him.

Amritpal, who styled himself
after slain Khalistani militant
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, was
arrested in Moga’s Rode village
on April 23 last year following an
over a month-long manhunt.pTi

Militant held over 4 civilians’

HT Correspondents

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/IMPHAL: The
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has arrested a militant
currently lodged in an Assam
prison for his alleged involve-
ment in the killing of four civil-
ians in Bishnupur district of eth-
nic strife-torn Manipur in Janu-
ary this year, the agency said on
Sunday.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Lunminsei Kipgen, a
Manipur resident who also goes
by the aliases Langinmang,
Mang and Levi. He was taken
into custody from Central Jail,
Lokhra in Guwahati, under the
provisions of the unlawful activi-
ties (prevention) act (UAPA) and
the arms act,

Kipgen “is the first accused to
be arrested for the gruesome
killings on January 18, when
armed assailants brutally mur-
dered four civilians near the
water treatment plant at Bish-
nupur,” an NIA spokesperson
said in a statement.

The assailants had opened
indiscriminate fire from sophis-
ticated weapons, leading to the

Since May 3 last year, violence in Manipur has claimed at least

225 lives.

death of four civilians. The fed-
eral anti-terror investigating
agency had taken over the probe
in the civilians’ deaths on Febru-
ary 9.

It was found during the probe
that “"Lunminsei Kipgen was
actively involved in the attack,
which was part of the ongoing
ethnic unrest and violence in the
northeastern state,” the NIA
said. “Previously a cadre of the
Kuki militant outfit KNF(P), he
joined another Kuki militant
organisation — the United Kuki
National Army — during the cur-
rent spate of violence and partic-

PTIFILEPHOTO

ipated in the killings.”

Since May 3 last year, Mani-
pur has witnessed clashes
between Meitei and Kuki com-
munities, which has claimed at
least 225 lives to date and
uprooted around 50,000 people.

The violence has reignited in
the northeastern state in the last
two days after a peaceful couple
of months. On June 6, S Sarat-
kumar, a 59-year-old resident of
Jiribam district, was found
beheaded after he went missing.
On the same evening, a mob set
ablaze three abandoned Kuki vil-
lages near Jiribam.

killing in Manipur

Tense calm prevails in
violence-hit Jiribam distt

Thomas Ngangom

letters@ hindustantimes.com

IMPHAL: The situation in Mani-
pur’s Jiribam district remained
“tense” but “under control” on
Sunday, police said, a day after
an armed mob went on a ram-
page and indulged in arson
across the district in a fresh
round of violence in the north-
eastern state, after a 59-year-old
man was found beheaded earlier
this week.

In a statement, the Manipur
Police said: "The situation is
tense but under control in the
wake of violent disturbances
that broke out in Jiribam district
in which miscreants torched two
police pickets, a forest beat
office... and several houses
belonging to both Meitei and
Kuki communities.” A senior
police officer, who did not wish
to be identified, said police is
“actively monitoring social
media updates, which may incite

communal feelings amongst the
communities and requests the
general public to refrain from
spreading unfounded/unverified
information.”

Jiribam is home to Meiteis,
Kukis, Bengalis, Nepalis, Nagas,
and other communities. Despite
the northeastern state being
roiled by violence since May last
year, the district was largely
peaceful, with Meitei and Kuki
groups pledging not to indulge in
violence during a meeting at the
police superintendent’s office in
June this year.

However, the beheading of
59-year-old S Saratkumar Singh,
whose body was found on
Thursday, brought the district to
the boil and forced many to flee
the region. On Saturday, armed
mobs torched two police out-
posts, a forest department office,
and close to 70 houses across the
district, prompting more people
from both Meitei and Kuki com-
munities to flee.

TRACKING THE MONSOON
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HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The southwest mon-
soon advanced further over sev-
eral parts of Maharashtra and
reached Mumbai and Pune on
sunday, two days earlier than its
normal arrival date of June 11, the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

The monsoon also advanced
further over parts of north Ara-
bian Sea and covered the remain-
ing parts of central Arabian Sea,
with the weather body warning of
heavy to very heavy rainfall with
isolated extremely heavy rain over
south Konkan, Goa, south central
Maharashtra and coastal and
north interior Karnataka on Sun-
day and Monday.

Thenorthern limit of the mon-
soon, the IMD said, is now passing
through Thane, Ahmednagar,
Beed, Nizamabad, Sukma, Mal-
kangiri, Vizianagaram, and Islam-
pur. “The monsoon is active over
the west coast. The Arabian Sea
branch is giving good rains to
coastal Maharashtra, Karnataka,
etc. However, the Bay of Bengal
branch is not as active. It is
expected to pick up pace from
June 13-14 and cover the rest of
West Bengal, east Jharkhand and
Bihar. For now, the monsoon is
progressing normally,” said
Mahesh Palawat, vice president,
climate and meteorology at
Skymet Weather.

Officials said Mumbai and its

THE NORTHERN
LIMIT OF MONSOON
IS NOW PASSING
THROUGH THANTE,
AHMEDNAGAR,
BLEED, NIZAMABAD,
SUKMA,
MALKANGIRI,
VIZIANAGARAM,
AND ISLAMPUR,
THE IMD SAID

neighbouring areas received heavy
rainsin a span of hours ending at
8.30am on Sunday, bringing down
the mercury and providing relief
to residents from the hot and
humid weather.

The Colaba observatory, situ-
ated in south Mumbai where most
of the state government’s adminis-
trative offices are located, recorded
67mm rainfall, while the Santa-
cruz observatory, near the Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport, recorded 64mm
downpourin the same period.

According to the IMD, isolated
extremely heavy rain (over 20cm) is
likely over south Konkan and Goa,
south central Maharashtra and
coastal Karnataka on Sunday and
Monday, and north interior Karna-
taka from Sunday to Tuesday.

It also issued a red category
warning for these areas, suggest-
ing that authorities need to act to
prevent exigencies due to flash

floods or heavy rain.

Meanwhile, the IMD has pre-
dicted a fresh spell of heatwave over
northwest India from Monday.
Such conditions are expected to
continue over parts of east India
and UP for the next five days, it said.

Heatwave conditionsare likely
in isolated pockets of Punjab, Har-
vana, Bihar, Jharkhand and Gang-
etic West Bengal from June 9 to 13,
the weather body said, as it pre-
dicted similar conditions for
Jammu division, Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Delhi, west
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
from June 11 to 13 and Odisha on
June lland 12.

The IMD said that heatwave
conditions prevailed in isolated
pockets of east Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar on Saturday. Maximum
temperatures were in the range of
42-45'Cin many parts of east Uttar
Pradesh; in some parts of north
Madhya Pradesh and west Uttar
Pradesh; in isolated pockets of
Haryana, Delhi, Bihar and Gujarat
on Saturday. These were above
normal by 2-4°C.

The highest maximum temper-
ature of 45.2°C was reported in
Prayagraj (east Uttar Pradesh).
Heavy to very heavy rainfall with
extremely heavy rain at isolated
places was recorded over Konkan
and Goa; and heavy to very heavy
rainfall at isolated places over
Assamand Meghalaya, sub-Hima-
layan West Bengal, Sikkim, central
Maharashtra and coastal Karna-
taka on Saturday.

ED likely to seek fugitive tag
for Mahadev app promoters

Neeraj Chauhan

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) is likely to soon
move court with a request to
declare Mahadev Online Book
app promoters Sourabh Chan-
drakar and Ravi Uppal as fugi-
tive economic offenders (FEO)
and initiate proceedings to con-
fiscate their properties abroad,
officials aware of the details have
said.

Both Chandrakar (28) and
Uppar (43), accused of setting up
the online betting syndicate that
generated illegal funds worth
<6,000 crore since 2019-20, are
from Chhattisgarh but based in
Dubai, where they are under
detention by UAE (United Arab
Emirates) authorities since
December 2023, amid attempts
by various diplomatic channels
for their extradition to India.

“Even as extradition proceed-
ings are going on in the UAE, we
are going to initiate FEO pro-
ceedings against the Mahadev
app promoters. We will move
court soon in this regard,” an ED
official said, seeking anonymity.

Once declared as FEO, Chan-
drakar and Uppal will join the
list of such fugitives after Nirav
Modi, Vijay Mallya, Igbal Mir-
chi's wife Hajra Memon and
sons Junaid and Asif, Sandesara
brothers Nitin and Chetan, lat-
ter’s wile Dipti and a close asso-
ciate Hitesh Kumar Patel.

Brought in by the government
in 2018 to deter economic
offenders from evading the

ONCE DECLARED
I'EO, THEY WILL
JOIN THE LIST
AFTER NIRAV MODI,
VIJAY MALLYA,
[QBAL MIRCHI'S
WIFE HAJRA
MEMON AMONG
OTHERS

Indian law by remaining outside
the jurisdiction of Indian courts,
the Fugitive Economic Offenders
Act empowers authorities for
non-conviction-based attach-
ment and confiscation of pro-
ceeds of crime and assets, if the
amount invelved is above 2100
crore.

So far, FEO proceedings have
been initiated against 19 people
in various cases, of which 12
have been approved by courts.
Properties worth 906 crore
have been confiscated under the
Act.

The ED, which began probing
the case pertaining to the Maha-
dev Online Book app under the
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) in July 2022,
alleged the promoters of the app
— Chandrakar and Uppal -
remotely ran illegal betting oper-
ations. The projected proceeds
of the crime are about 36,000
crore.

The federal agency also
alleged that the funds generated
by the app were used to pay
bribes to politicians and bureau-
crats in Chhattisgarh, where the

case had become a major politi-
cal issue ahead of the assembly
elections in November. So far,
the agency has arrested 10 peo-
ple and seized or frozen movable
properties worth %1,764.5 crore
under PMLA.

The financial crimes probe
agency has so far filed two
charge sheets in the case.

The ED alleged that Mahadev
Online Book "provides illegal
betting facilities in different live
games like poker, card games,
chance games, betting on
cricket, badminton, tennis, foot-
ball, etc, and also provides facil-
ity for playing a number of card
games like Teen Patti, Poker,
Dragon Tiger, Virtual Cricket
games using cards, etc., to even
apps allowing placing bets on
different elections in India.”

The ED said the app began its
operations in 2019-20 but its
reach among users saw a huge
increase during Covid-19 pan-
demic in 2020 and continued to
grow since then.

"ED investigation has estab-
lished that Ravi Uppal and Sour-
abh Chandrakar and their asso-
ciates are remotely running this
online betting syndicate without
the necessity of remaining in
India. They have successfully
outsourced their entire dirty
work of arranging benami shell
bank accounts, hiring offices to
run panels, advertising, hawala,
laundering etc to willing ‘panel
partners by promising them a
share of profit and blinding with
vulgar display of their wealth,”
the charge sheet said.

Team probing B'desh MP’s murder recovers bones

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The West Bengal
police Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), probing into
the murder of Bangladesh law-
maker Md Anwarul Azim Anar,
on Sunday recovered parts of
human bones near a canal in
South 24 Parganas district, a
senior officer said.

The bones were recovered on
the south-eastern bank of Bag-
jola canal in Bhangar, around
15km from the New Town
apartment where Anar was last
spotted on May 13 and where
CID sleuths believe he was mur-
dered and his body dismem-
bered.

“We have recovered some
bones. Prima facie they appear
to be human bones. We are
sending them for forensic anal-

ysis,” inspector general of CID,
AK Chaturvedi, said.

The development came fol-
lowing the interrogation of
accused Siam Hossain, who
allegedly played a key role in
disposing of the Bangladeshi
leader’s body parts, by CID
sleuths. Hossain was arrested
by CID on Friday evening.

“We have been searching in
this area for over two weeks
based on information provided
by another accused Jihad Haw-
aldar, who was arrested on May
23. Hossain gave the specific
location during interrogation,”
a CID officer said, requesting
anonymity.

A medical officer from Jiran-
gacha community block pri-
mary health centre and Central
Forensic Science Laboratory
experts present on the spot con-
firmed that the bones were

N
Anwarul Azim.

indeed of humans, CID said in
statement.

“Since it could not be ascer-
tained whether the bones were
from the body of the Bangladesh
MP, a case has been registered
at the Bijoyganj Bazar police
station,” it said.

Prima facie the bones
appeared to be parts of ribs and
arms. Police were yet to recover
the skull. “If the forensic report

confirms the bones belong to
humans, we will go for DNA
analysis to ascertain if they
belong to the murdered MP. For
that, the court’s permission is
required. It is a long process,”
the CID officer added.

Anar, a three-time MP of the
ruling Awami League led by
prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
was last seen on May 13 in Bid-
hannagar in the northern frin-
ges of Kolkata, a day after he
arrived in the eastern state to
undergo medical treatment.
Police have claimed that the
Bangladeshi leader was first
strangulated and killed after
which his body was chopped
into pieces.

Investigation so far has
revealed that Hossain and Haw-
aldar disposed of the MP’s body
parts as well as murder weap-
ons. It was Hawaldar, a butcher

from Mumbai, who deskinned
the body, segregated the flesh
from the bones and chopped the
body parts, police have claimed.

Some flesh was recovered
from a septic tank in the New
Town apartment where the
leader was murdered. It has
been sent for forensic analysis
to ascertain whether it was
human flesh.

So far, five people have been
arrested in connection with the
murder. While three people
were arrested by the by the
detective branch of Dhaka Met-
ropolitan Police, West Bengal
CID has arrested Hossain and
Hawaldar.

The alleged mastermind of
the murder, Aktaruzzaman
Shahin, a long-term business
partner of the Awami League
leader, is still absconding. He is

believed to have fled to the US.

SIT tormed over Kangana incident, farm outfits back CISF woman

Kangana Ranaut

Nikhil Sharma

nikhil sharma @hindustantimes.com

MOHALL: The Punjab police have
formed a three-member special
investigation team (SIT) in con-
nection with a CISF woman con-
stable allegedly slapping Bolly-
wood actor and newly-elected
BJP MP Kangana Ranaut, even
as several farmer outfits on Sun-
day took out a march in Mohali
in support of the constable.
Ranaut, who won the just-
concluded Lok Sabha polls from
the Mandi seat in Himachal Pra-
desh, was allegedly slapped by

Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) constable Kulwinder Kaur
at Chandigarh airport on June 6.
On Sunday, several farmer
outfits, including the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (Non-Political)
and the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha,
took out a march from Amb
Sahib Gurdwara to the Mohali
senior superintendent of police
(SSP)’s office in Sector 76.
Farmer leaders also handed over
a memorandum to Mohali SSP
Sandeep Garg, seeking an impar-
tial probe into the incident.
“After listening to the
demands of the farmers, an SIT

has been formed under me.
There will be an impartial probe
into the matter and the report
will be submitted to the SSP
Mohali at the earliest,” Mohali
SP Harbir Singh Atwal told
reporters. A woman police offi-
cer will also be part of the SIT.
Kaur was suspended after the
incident and the CISF has also
ordered a court of inquiry into
the incident. The Mohali police
have booked Kaur under IPC sec-
tions 323 (punishment for volun-
tarily causing hurt) and 341
(punishment for wrongful
restraint), both bailable offences.

“No one has seen any clip in
which Kulwinder Kaur was seen
slapping the BJP MP. We have
sought a fair and independent
probe and have requested SSP to
not surrender to any political
pressure,” Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
convener, Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Sidhupur), said. “We also
want an FIR against Ranaut for
making provocative statements
after the alleged slap incident...”

Farmer leaders demanded
completion of probe in a month.

Kaur was apparently upset
with Ranaut over her stance on
the farmers’ protests.
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Rahul slams Modi amid NEET
row, vows to be students’ voice

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sun-
day over the NEET-UG medical
entrance row, saying the alleged
“irregularities” in the examina-
tion have devastated more than
24 lakh students even before he
takes oath for a new term in
office.

Gandhi assured students in
the country that he will become
their voice in Parliament and
strongly raise the issues related
to their future.

Amid allegations of inflation
of marks in the NEET-UG medi-
cal entrance exam, the National
Testing Agency (NTA)
announced on Saturday that the
education ministry has set up a
four-member panel to review the
grace marks awarded to more
than 1,500 candidates.

In a post in Hindi on X, Gan-
dhi said, “Narendra Modi has not
even taken oath yet and the
irregularities in the NEET exam
has devastated more than 24
lakh students and their families.”

24-yr-old UP cop run
over with tractor by

sand mafia: Police
FARRUKHABAD: A 24-year-
old constable was run over
with a tractor allegedly by
the sand mafia in
Nawabganj area, police
said on Sunday.

The incident took place
Saturday night when
constable Rohit Kumar, a
resident of Bijnor, went to
Nagla Chandan on a tip-off
about illegal sand mining
with Sub Inspector
Santosh Kumar and
Constable Chaman.When
they stopped the tractor-
trolley, and other
policemen began
questioning the mafia, the
driver hit Kumar with the
tractor and injured him
seriously, police
said.Kumar was rushed to
the Lohia hospital and was
later taken to a private
hospital. He died during
treatment on Sunday.

HE

Rahul Gandhi

Six students from a single exam
centre topped the exam with
maximum marks, while many
got such marks which are tech-
nically not possible, but the gov-
ernment is continuously denying
the possibility of paper leak, the
former Congress chief said.

He said the Congress had
made a robust plan to deal with
this ‘paper leak industry’ run-
ning in connivance with the edu-
cation mafia and the govern-
ment machinery.

“We had pledged in our mani-
festo to give students ‘freedom
from paper leak’ by making a

Three die after
inhaling toxic gas

while cleaning well
AGARTALA: Three people
died in Tripura’s Sepahijala
district after they inhaled
“poisonous gas” that
emanated from a well while
cleaning it, police said on
Sunday.The incident took
place on Neoramura J B
School premises on
Saturday morning, when
villagers in Sonamura took a
call to clean the well due to
water scarcity in the area,
they said. “At first, one
labourer had gone down to
clean the well, but when he
did not respond, two others
also went inside it... Later,
they were found motionless
in the well,” SDPO
(Sonamura) Sashi Mohan
Debbarma said.

A rescue team rushed to
the spot and took the three
labourers to hospital, where
they were declared dead on
arrival,

law,” he said.

“Today, I assure all the stu-
dents of the country that I will
become your voice in the Parlia-
ment and strongly raise the
issues related to your future,”
Gandhi said.

The youth have expressed
faith in the INDIA bloc which
will not let their voice be sup-
pressed, he asserted.

The NTA has denied any irreg-
ularities and said the changes
made in the NCERT textbooks
and grace marks for losing time
at the examination centres were
some of the reasons behind the
students scoring higher marks.

The issue has taken a political
turn with several parties raising
concerns about the authenticity
of the national exam for medical
courses.

The Congress on Friday
demanded a high-level investiga-
tion under the Supreme Court’s
supervision into “irregularities”
in NEET for medical courses and
accused the BJP of cheating
youngsters and playing with
their futures.

Earlier on Saturday, Congress
general secretary (organisations)

KC Venugopal targeted the BJP
for destroying the future of stu-
dents and urged the Ministry of
Education to conduct an exhaus-
tive inquiry into the NEET-UG
Exam 2024 irregularities.

In a post on X, KC Venugopal
said, "The BJP government has
totally botched the NEET exami-
nations and destroyed the future
of our medical aspirants.”

“First, it persisted with the
exam despite huge opposition
from many states, especially
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Now, it
is clearly unable to administer it
effectively and we are now see-
ing the paper leak at the national
level. This, coupled with multi-
ple irregularities raises alarm
about how the exam is being
conducted, he added.

He further informed that to
address the concerns of students
and their parents, he has written
a letter to K Sanjay Murthy, Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, and demanded an impartial
inquiry into this issue and
sought Murthy's attention
regarding the complaints and
concerns on the conduct and
result of NEET-UG 2024.

{ FROM ASSAM COAL MINE }

Bodies of two labourers
recovered after 14 days

Biswa Kalyan Purkayastha

letters@ hindustantimes.com

SILCHAR: After an arduous 14-day
operation, bodies of two Meghal-
aya labourers, trapped in a coal
minein Assam’s Tinsukia after a
landslide, were recovered on Sat-
urday, police said.

Four labourers, three from
Meghalaya and one from Nepal,
were trapped inside Tiktok colliery
in Tinsukia’s Patkai hills after a
landslide on May 25, One of them
who managed to escape informed
the owner, following which Dis-
trict Commissioner of Tinsukia,
Swapnaneel Paul launched a
search operation with the help of
National Disaster Response Force

(NDRF)

The body of the Nepal resident,
identified as Dawa Sherpa, was
recovered after 10 days, officials of
disaster management team said.
The search operation continued
and on Saturday, the bodies of the
remaining two labourers were
recovered. They have been identi-
fied as Phiniellin Unbah and John
Nongrum, both residents of
Meghalaya's Ri Bhoi district.

According to police, the coal
mines areillegal and several cases
were lodged against the ownersin
the past. "Police are investigating
the matter and several raids have
been conducted in the recent past.
Around one and half months back,
police seized a large amount of
cash from the house of an illegal
miner,” a police officer said.

{ GREENPIECE }

UNDERSTANDING
THE BENEFITS OF
GROWING SHRUBS
ALONG WITH TREES

Bharati Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The long summer
has turned to a season of deluge
across many parts of India,
from the Andamans to Maha-
rashtra, Goa to Kerala. In a few
weeks, it is highly likely that
north and north west India will
also enjoy the first showers of
the monsoon. This means it’s
the season to plant once again.
Enthusiasts will start looking to
plant trees, seeking space, buy-
ing saplings and recruiting vol-
unteers. This is good, but we
also forget something impor-
tant —shrubs.

Shrubs are like a step child in
our botanical imagination. We
are sentimental about trees, but
shrubs, the creatures that have
neither trunks nor glorious can-
opies nor a place in literature,
are vital too.

They offer several insects and
birds home, even nests for birds
like Bulbuls. They trap pollution
at the ground level, such as
from cars, something trees are
often too tall to do well. Another
advantage of shrubs is they hold
the soil instead of letting it fly,
when they can act as a cluster.
Trees, with canopies, can be
limited there. And then they
hold water, letting it slowly drip
into the ground, so it can be eas-
ily absorbed.

This doesn’'t mean shrubs are
better than trees. What it means
is that we must plant trees and
shrubs too. Create arich forest,
where shrubs and trees are able
to host what people call weeds,
plus grasses and creepers, so
you build an ecology in this cli-
mate emergency. Gift yourself
and the world an ecological
niche that is richer than the
sum of your trees.

(The writer is the founder and
director of Chintan Environmental
Research and Action Groups)

SHRUBS OFFER
SEVERAL INSECTS
AND BIRDS HOME,
EVEN NESTS

I'OR BIRDS LIKE
BULBULS

Delving into the nitty-gritty
of the LS elections’ verdict

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Now that India’s
massive general elections have
come to an end, experts are vig-
orously debating the factors that
contributed to the surprise out-
come. Although Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Bharat-
iyva Janata Party (BJP) have
returned to power, their failure
to secure a single party majority
in the Lok Sabha has been widely
interpreted as a significant set-
back.

On last week's episode of
Grand Tamasha, a weekly pod-
cast on Indian politics and policy
co-produced by HT and the Car-
negie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace, HT s political editor
Sunetra Choudhury and political
scientist Rahul Verma of the Cen-
tre for Policy Research dug into
the nitty gritty of the election
results with host Milan Vaishnav.
The three of them discussed the
BJP’s stumbles, the INDIA bloc’s
keys to success, and what the
election tells us about national
issues like the economy and
Hindu nationalism.

According to Verma, "what
these results tell [us] is that any
kind of mobilisational strategy
has its limit —not just ideological
appeal or Hindutva, but even the
over-dependence or over-reliance
on Prime Minister Modi’'s appeal
or relying too much on the fact
that [the BJP] hasa famed organi-
sational machine of panna pram-
ukhs on the ground.” To illustrate
this point, Verma referenced
news dispatches trickling in dur-

THE LATEST
EPISODLE DISCUSSES
BJP'S STUMBLES
AND THE INDIA
BLOCS KEYS TO
SUCCESS

ing the campaign from places like
eastern Uttar Pradesh, warning
of trouble for the ruling party.
“So, while all of this combined
has worked for the BJP in the
past, any kind of mobilisation
strategy also has to square off
with other kinds of challenges
that will come in when you are in
power,” Verma noted. “When you
are in power, there are '
going to be expectations
of performance” as well
as an obligation to
uphold people's rights
and freedoms. “I think
inflammatory speeches

GRAND

times. And Akhilesh, in fact,
encouraged him even to come
back to Amethi.”

On its own, Gandhi consulting
with Yadav would not be news,
Choudhury explained, since the
two have been alliance partners
before. “What I found really sur-
prising was the equation between
Rahul Gandhi and Arvind Kejri-
wal, the Delhi chief minister and
leader of the Aam Aadmi Party,
which was born out of a visceral
hatred for the Congress Party,”
she said. "And yet they success-
fully established a relationship so
much so that I think one of the
quotable quotes that came out of
this election season was Rahul
Gandhi saying, Tm going to vote
for Arvind Kejriwal and
Kejriwal is going to vote
for the Congress Party’.”

Choudhury acknowl-
edged that this bonho-
mie did not really trans-
late in Delhi. Butin Pun-

might have also led to T A ]\,IAgH A jab, her sources told her
a b

counter-polarisation,”

that even though the

he cautioned.

two partiesdid not have

On the INDIA bloc side,
Choudhury credited the unantici-
pated backroom work of Rahul
Gandhi. While Sonia Gandhi, the
UPA chairperson, has been the
key Congress official managing
relations with allies, “in this par-
ticular [race|, we know thateven
in taking internal decisions,
Rahul Gandhi consulted with the
allies as to whether to fight in
Amethi or not, whether to fight in
Rae Bareli,” explained Choud-
hury. "He picked up the phone
and spoke to [Samajwadi Party
chief] Akhilesh Yadav several

a formal alliance, “in at least two
of the state’s 13 seats, the Con-
gress and the AAP had an under-
standing. So even though it came
a little late in the day, this alliance
did come together and it man-
aged to make a dent in the BJP's
overall tally.”
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PETRONET

LI MITED

Exchanges.

Place : New Delhi
Date :09.06.2024

| % Regd. Office:

Petronet LNG Limited

World Trade Centre, Babar Road, Barakhamba Lane, New Delhi — 110001
Phone: 011-23411411, CIN: L74899DL1998PLC093073

Email: investors@petroneting.in, Company’s website: www.petroneting.in

GST: 07AAACP8148D1Z

REQUEST TO THE SHAREHOLDERS FOR REGISTRATION/ UPDATION OF EMAIL ADDRESSES

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 110 and other applicable provisions, if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 read
with Rules made thereunder and Regulation 44 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the Company is conducting a Postal Ballot for obtaining the
approval of the shareholders for appointment of Directors, disclosure of which has been made to the Stock

PAN: AAACP8148D

Further, pursuant to Regulation 17(1C) of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, approval of Shareholders for appointment or re-appointment of a
Director on the Board or as a manager is required to be obtained either at the next General Meeting or within a time
period of three months from the date of appointment, whichever is earlier, therefore, the approval of shareholders
shall be obtained through the said Postal Ballot within statutory time limit.

In view of the above and pursuant to General Circular nos. 14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, 17/2020 dated April 13,
2020, 10/2021 dated June 23, 2021, 20/2021 dated December 8, 2021, 3/2022 dated May 5, 2022, 11/2022 dated
December 28, 2022 and 09/2023 dated September 25, 2023, issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs ("MCA
Circulars"), (including any statutory amendment(s), modification(s), variation(s) or re-enactment(s) thereof for the
time being in force, and as amended from time to time), the company is bound to provide a process of registration
ofe-mail addresses of members and state so in its public notice.

Accordingly, the Company has provided the facility to its Members for registration/updation of their email
addresses and urge them to register/ update their email addresses in the following manner, so as to timely receive
the Notice of Postal Ballot/ Shareholders’ Meeting and other related communications:

(a) Members holding shares in dematerialised mode, who have not registered/ updated their email addresses
with their Depository Participants, are requested to register/ update their email addresses with the Depository
Participants with whom they maintain their demat account. Further, the Company has provided the said facility
to the shareholders through the depositories i.e. National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) and Central
Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL) under which respective depositories shall be sending SMS with a
link to the shareholders whose emails are not registered. The link shall ask shareholders to update their email
address upon verification of OTP.

(b} Members holding shares in physical mode, who have not registered/ updated their email addresses are
requested through this advertisement to register/ update the same by writing to the RTA (i.e. Bigshare
Services Private Limited) or the Company with details of folio number, name and attaching a self-

attested copy of PAN card at investor@bigshareonline.com or atinvestors@petroneting.in.

For Petronet LNG Limited
Sdl-

Rajan Kapur

Company Secretary

e feeett ez vd Serfiar fayfeemea

DELHI SKILL AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP UNIVERSITY

DSEU

Emftihg Excellence

(A State University Established under Govt. of NCT of Delhi Act 04 of 2020)
HQ - DSEU Dwarka Campus, Sector 9, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077

Website: https://dseu.ac.in,e-mail:helpdesk-admission@dseu.ac.in

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT (PG PROGRAMS: - 2024-25)

Interactive session with the Vice
Chancellor, DSEU will be held at
12:00 P.M. on 19.06.24 (Wednesday)

at DSEU

Registration Fee
(Non-Refundable)-

X1500/-

Last Date and Time for Online Registration
is extended for all Diploma, UG, PG Programs

June 27,2024 (Thursday) till 05:30 P.M.

No. Major Discipline Hm] Major Discipline

1 M.Tech in Tool Engineering 9 | MBA Healthcare Facility Management

2 M.Tech in Computer Science 10 | MBA Management Information
Engineering- Al & ML System

3 M.Tech in Electronics & 11 | MBA Finance
Communication Engineering- loT

4 M.Tech in Mechanical Engineering | 12 | Master of Computer Application
MBA International Business : :

5 Management 13 | M.Sc. Medical Laboratory Sciences

6 MBA Entrepreneurship 14 | PG Diploma in Cyber Law

7 MBA Data Analytics 15 | PG Diploma in Precision Engineering

8 MBA Retail Management 16 | B.Lib.

How to apply: The candidates are required to fill online application form available at
https://dseuadm.samarth.edu.in/pg Keep visiting DSEU website regularly for
further updates. You may visit the above-mentioned website for further details about
the programmes, eligibility and relaxation in eligibility to reserve categories, fees, and
admission process. In case of difficulty to apply online candidates may visit DSEU HQ

Registrar, DSEU
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and one unidentified
womarn, an officer said.
The SUV the victims
were travelling in was
rammed into a tree,
when a bike reached in
front of it, he added.

J&K on Sunday, police
said. The passenger

control 3.45 pm, a police
officer said. An
unidentified person was
found dead at the scene
by the rescuers, while 14
others wererushed to a
hospital for treatment.

electricity supply line in
a village in Rajasthan’s
Kekri district, police
said on Sunday. The

(37), aresident of
Ratakot village, climbed
an electricity pole to
repair some fault in the
supply line, an officer
said, adding that Jat was

Trawling ban enforced in Kerala

arrested for murder
of Indo-Canadian man

Canadian on Friday.

The victim of the daylight
shooting, which took place
shortly before 9 am on Friday,

release from the Integrated
Homicide Investigation Team or
[HIT said on Saturday.

Those arrested in connection
with the killing were identified
as Manvir Basram, 23, Sahib

Timothy Pierotti said.

Officers also rushed to the
scene of a vehicle that was set

The four suspects who were
taken into custody have been
charged with first degree mur-
der.

One of those arrested, Hark-
irat Jhutty was the subject of the

conflict in the region.

DRONE IN TARN
TARAN DISTRICT

Agencies

shared information about the
presence of a drone in a farming
field near the border area of
Tarn Taran district, BSF troops

jab Frontier Border Security
Force said in a statement.
During the search operation,
BSF troops successfully recov-
ered a small drone in a farming

field adjacent to CB Chand vil-

release.

MODI SWEARING-IN

Janata Party which stopped
well short of the majority mark
of 272. But with its 240 seats,
and another 53 by allies, the
National Democratic Alliance
was well placed to stake claim
to power.

Thirty four have served in
state legislatures and 23 have

ond Modi governments as well
despite the BJP having secured
a majority on its own. But this
time, the party is dependent on
its allies for the government'’s
survival as well as crucial leg-

ministers Anurag Thakur,
smriti Irani and Narayan
Rane. Many of them, such as
Irani and Arjun Munda, lost

Telugu Desam Party’'s Ram
Mohan Naidu, Janata Dal
(United)’s Lalan Singh, Janata
Dal (Secular) chief HD Kumar-
asway, Hindustan Awam Mor-
cha (Secular) chief Jitan Ram

at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Sunday.

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

In all, of the 30 Cabinet min-

Chaudhary.

“All our MPs proposed Shri-
kant Shinde’s name for minis-
terial post, but he himself
expressed his desire to work in
the organisation. Eknath
Shinde proposed my name,

one minister of state.
The JD(U), which has 12

seven seats, got one minister of
state with independent charge.
The LJP (RV), which has five
seats, got one Cabinet minis-
ter.
The JD(S), which has two
seats, got one Cabinet minister

Patel earlier served as a cabi-
net minister. To be sure, the
HAM (S) got a cabinet berth
despite having just one seat.

get a Minister of State with
independent charge...I was
earlier a Cabinet Minister in
the Union Government, so this
will be a demotion for me. We
have informed the BJP leader-

ANI

JAMMU ATTACK

The death toll is likely to go
up,” this officer said request-
ing anonymity.

The attack came on a day a
new government was sworn in
at the Centre, with Narendra
Modi taking oath as the Prime

their loved ones in this heinous
act against pilgrims. [ also pray

ter Amit Shah condemned the
incident,

“Deeply pained by the inci-
dent of the attack on pilgrims
in Reasi, J&K. Spoke to the
Lieutenant Governor and the
DGP, J&K, and inquired about

give the loved ones of the
deceased the strength to bear
this pain. I also pray for the
speedy recovery of the

condemn the cowardly terror
attack on a bus in Reasi. My
condolences to the family
members of the martyred civil-
ians. Our security forces & JKP
have launched a joint opera-

to the victims,” he said.

“Just three weeks ago, tour-

4 kl"Ed, 5 iﬂjl.ll'Ed Roughly 8,000 guests looked  isters, 26 were from the BJP  ties, with at least three of the ists were fired upon in Pahal-
in Uttar Pradesh on from the audience, ranging and four were from coalition pilgrims succumbing to bullet gam, and several terror inci-
; from the leaders of seven partners.Among the new faces injuries. dents in Jammu & Kashmir
road accident neighbouring countries, sports- were Chouhan, Manohar Lal, A senior police officer ear- are continuing unabated. All
AMETHLI: Four people persons, actors, diplomats, Manjhi, and CR Paatil. Nadda, lier said, "Three pilgrims were the chest-thumping propa-
were Killed on Sunday business magnates, influencers who was BIP chief from 2019 killed in terrorists’ fire and ganda of bringing peace and
and five others injured and ordinary workers such as  to 2024, made a comeback in seven others died after bus normalcy by the Modi (now
when an SUV hita tree rat hole miners, transgender the Cabinet. veered off the road and NDA) Govtrings hollow. India
in the Munshiganj area activists and the men who built Five leaders took oath as plunged into a deep gorge as stands united against terror-
in Amethi, police said. India's new Parliament build- ministers of state with inde- attack unfolded. It seems the ism,” he added.
The incident took place ing. pendent charge — BJP's Rao  driver panicked and lost con-
in Munshiganj area and The new government was Inderjit Singh, Jitendra Singh  trol over the wheels.” TARMAC CLOSE SHAVE
killed Shabnam (35), sworn in after unexpectedly and Arjun Ram Meghwal, Shiv “Three pilgrims among 10 condition of anonymity, as a
Vandana Pathak (29), sobering results in the general Sena's Prataprao Jadhav and  killed had bullet injuries. Sev-  video of the incident went
Durgesh Upadhyay (35) elections for the Bharativa Rashtriya Lok Dal's Jayant eral others have been injured. viral.

Mumbai airport is one of the
country’s high density airports,
which means that the number
of flight movements is high. It is
a single-runway operation with
two crossing runways. On a sin-
gle runway RW27, there are

TR The government kept a care- and today when I got the Minister for a third consecu- around 46 arrivals and depar-
1killed. 14 hurt as g =] SO ful eye on regional and com- phone call from PMO, I felt tive term. tures per hour. ATCs are
i . LS T munity balance. The council very happy to get the opportu- Union minister Rajnath allowed to clear up to two arriv-
vehicle falls into : == Sa ST T O R will have representation from  nity to work for the country,” Singh described the terror als and two departures within
gorge in J&K Fishing boats are anchored at Puthiyappa, in Kozhikode district on Sunday after the annual 24 states. There are 27 other Jadhavtold news agency ANIL.  attack as "extremely reprehen- three minutes, according to the
trawling ban came into effect in Kerala. The India Meteorological Department on Sunday issued | backward classes, 10 sched- Among the new faces were sible”. standard operating procedures

JAMMU: One person an ‘orange alert’ for two districts of the state as parts of Kerala continued to receive heavy uled castes, five scheduled Jadhavand Chaudhary. “The attack on the bus carry-  subject to certain conditions.
was killed and 14 others rainfall. The IMD issued an orange alert in the northern districts of Kannur and Kasaragod and tribes, and five members of Of the 36 ministers of state, ing pilgrims in Reasi, Jammu An IndiGo spokesperson
injured when a mini-bus yellow alertin 10 other districts of the state. A red alertindicates heavy to extremely heavy rain minority communities. Forty- 31 were from the BJP and five and Kashmir is extremely rep-  said that the flight that arrived
skidded off the road and of over 20 cm in 24 hours, while an orange alert means very heavy rain of11cm to 20 em,anda three ministers have served from allies. rehensible,” Singh saidon 'X’.  from Indore was allowed to
fell into a gorge in yellow alert means heavy rainfall between 6 cm and 11 cm. PTI three terms or higher, and 39 The TDP, which has 16 seats, “My heart goes out to the land by the ATC at the Mumbai
Udhampur district of served as ministers before. gotone Cabinet minister and families of those who have lost  airport. “The pilotin command

continued the approach and
landing and followed ATC

vehicle was on its way to ; . B S F R E C OVE R S served as ministers in various  seats, got one Cabinet minister for the speedy recovery of the instructions. At IndiGo, passen-

Nagrota from Manwal ( ; t f states. and one minister of state injured,” he said. ger safety is paramount to us,

when its driver lost angs er al I Iong Our To be sure, allies were given The Shiv Sena, which has In a post on X, Union minis- and we have reported the inci-
CHl NA‘MADE ministries in the first and sec-

dent as per procedure,” the
spokesperson said.

An Air India spokesperson
said a probe has been initiated
into the incident, “Al 657 from
Mumbai to Trivandrum was on
take-off roll on June 8. The Air

Anirudh Bhattacharyya VICTIM, IDENTIFIED efiers@ NI UStanTimes Con, islative agenda. In 2014, the The Nationalist Congress the incident. The culprits of Indiaaircraft was cleared by Air

Man ElE[tl'DClltEd | , , AS YUVRA.J GOYAL TARN TARAN: The Border Secu- | PM was sworn in with 45 min- Party, which has one seat, this dastardly attack will not Traffic Control to enter the run-

. : SR . Ao A ’ ity F (BSF) recovered a | istersand in 2019, th b 'ta part of th b d and will face the way and sub tly cleared
while repairing _ | IS A RESIDENT rity Forces ) reco ered a | istersand in ,the number  wasn’t a part of the ceremony e spared and will face the ay and subsequently cleare

i - TORONTO: Four people, includ- An - China-made drone in Punjab’s | of ministers was 57. In both after party chief Ajit Pawar wrath of the law,” he said. for take-off. The Air India air-

power linein REI] ing an alleged gangster, have (OF SURREY IN Tarn Taran on Sunday, officials | cases, the cabinet was later  said they did not think it right “The local administrationis  craft continued with the take-off

JAIPUR: A lineman was been arrested by the Canadian THE PROVINCE OF said. reshuffled and expanded. for Praful Patel to accept min- working on a war footing to movement in accordance with

electrocuted while police in connection with the i = “On the morning of 9th June Thirty-four ministers were ister of state with independent provide immediate medical the laid down procedures. An

repairing a fault in an murder of a 28-year-old Indo- BRITISH COLUMBIA 2024, the BSF intelligence wing | dropped, including Cabinet charge as offered by the BJPas attention. May the almighty investigation has been initiated

by the authorities to find out
more on the clearance given to
the airlines,” the spokesperson
said.

incident took place in was identified as Yuvraj Goyal, ablaze a short while later. That | promptly responded and con- | the elections. Others, such as NCP leader Praful Patel told injured,” Shah added. Aviation experts expressed
Khedi village when 28, a resident of Surrey in the is considered a hallmark of | ductedathorough searchopera- | Parshottam Rupala, won but ANI “...Last night we were Lieutenant governor Manoj concern over the incident.
lineman Kishan Lal Jat province of British Columbia,a  gang-related activity. tion inthe suspected area,” Pun- | weren't picked. informed that our party will Sinha, said on X: “I strongly “What they (ATC) do is they

squeeze in a departure when an
aircraft is relatively close on
final approach. They need the
departing aircraft to start mov-
ing as soon as possible and the
landing aircraft to be at its mini-

still working while Basra, 20, Harkirat Jhutty, 23, public warning issued by Surrey | lage in Tarn Taran district. Manjhi and Lok Janshakti ship and they have alreadytold tion to hunt down the terror- mum approach speed to keep
power supply from the all residents of Surrey and Kei- RCMP in December 2022, along “The recovered drone has | Party (Ram Vilas) chief Chirag us to just wait for a few days, ists, PM Shri Narendra ModiJi the separation. It appears that
grid was resumed by a lon Francois, 20, who is from  with Karnvir Garcha. Police had | been identified as a China-made | Paswan were prominent allies they will take remedial meas- took stock of the situation and one or both of these may not
staff of the electricity the province of Ontario. said that the alert was being | DJI MAVIC 3 Classic drone,” as | who got a Cabinet berth. ures...” has asked me to constantly have happened in this case,” a
department, leading to On June 7, as officers from sounded at the time due to "a | per the Punjab Frontier Border monitor the situation. All former pilot said, requesting
the electrocution. the Surrey detachment of the significant threat to the public | Security Force. those behind this heinous act anonymity.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police  posed by these individuals On June 7 the Border Security will be punished soon. Hon'ble Alok Yadav, general secretary
CUIIIJ|E ki"ed' five responded to a report of the through their connection to | Force (BSF)intercepted a Paki- PM has also directed that all of ATC Guild, said: "ATCs are
iniured i ident shooting, they located Goyal, criminal activity and high levels | stani drone on the outskirts of the injured are provided the under significant pressure when
!ﬂjlll_' In acciaen originally from Ludhiana, of violence, police believe that | Ghoga village in Amritsar dis- best possible medical care & there is high density tratfic at
in Himachal already deceased. At the time, anyone connected to orin prox- | trict of Punjab, an official state- assistance”. airports... The DGCA probe will
SHIMLA: A couple was investigators believed thiswasa  imity to them may be putting | ment said. Congress chief Mallikarjun  be looking at whether all norms
killed and five others “targeted shooting.” themselves at risk.” As per an official release from Kharge expressed his condo- were followed by the ATC as

sustained injuries when However, they are attempting “Due to their association with | the BSF, the flying object wasan lences as well. well as the pilots concerned.”
their vehicle fell into a to ascertain the motive for the gang activity, the drug trade, | assembled hexacopter, recov- “We unequivocally condemn % =
gorge in Himachal killing as Goyal had "no history  and violent acts such as shoot- | ered in broken condition. this gruesome terror attack on MUMBAIIS ONE OF
Pradesh’s Mandi, police of police contact.” ings, these individuals have put “Vigilant BSF troops inter- our people and deliberate THE COUNTRY'S
said on Sunday. The In other words, he was not themselves, their families, and | cepted a suspected flying object affront to our National Secu- HIGH DENSITY
incident took place considered to have been associ- the community at risk,” the | and swiftly tracked its move- rity. Our heartfelt condolences i %
when Sandeep (30), who ated in gang activity. "Integrated release stated. ment to anticipate its dropping to the families of the victims f“RPORTsa ITISA
was driving the vehicle, Homicide Investigation Team In July 2023, Garcha, 25,was | zone on the night of June 7. Sub- wish and pray for the speedy  SINGLE-RUNWAY
lost control of it while investigators remain dedicated found fatally shotin the town of | sequently, the dropping zone recovery of the injured. The OPERATION WITH
overtaking another to determining why Goyalwas Coquitlam, also in British | was cordoned off, and an exten- Government & authorities g Py

vehicle in Seraj area of the victim of this homicide,” the  Columbia, possibly another vic- | sive search operation was con- should provide immediate TWO CROSSING
Mandi district, they said. Team's spokesperson Sergeant  tim of the ongoing gangland | ducted by BSF troops,” said the | Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the oath-taking ceremony  assistance and compensation RUNWAYS
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Senior Advocate - Supreme Court of India
Former Member Legislative Council (MLC) &
Former Treasurer - Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee

We miss you

"You guided us to achieve the impossible"

32" DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Smt. Sheela Rani Chopra
(W/o Late Shri Kishore Chand Chopra)

Remembered by Family & Staff Members
COMPETENT GROUP OF COMPANIES
Ph: 91-11-23328009, 45700000
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We are here for you

To place an obituary or
remembrance advertisement with

Jﬂinhustan dimes

Scan the code:

You can also call on:
1800-103-1800 (9 AM to 9 PM everyday)
or
Email at: counterclassifieds@hindustantimes.com
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Catch the latest
section of

@ Problematics

to solve a set of
intriguing puzzles.
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Advocate Supreme Court of India Shefali - Aditya Agrawal Catch the latest section of &} Problematics Dear papa, your spir,

presence and love is deeply
missed. But the lessons of
kindness you instiled and
the strength you embodied

il continue to be our guiding
light. Remembered By: Verma Family
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Delhi drains survey
still on, transter to
1&FC post monsoon

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A survey of 22 major
drains in Delhi that have an out-
fall in the Yamuna has missed its
deadline and is still ongoing, offi-
cials aware of the matter said on
sunday. They said that the sur-
vey is part of a move to hand
over all 22 drains to the irriga-
tion and flood control (I&FC)
department to improve their
maintenance and solve issues
arising from a multiplicity of
agencies overseeing them — a
process that was set to be com-
pleted by May 3L

The transfer is now likely to
take place after the monsoons,
the officials said.

“As of now, all drains are
being cleaned and desilted by the
respective departments, and we
are conducting joint surveys for
mapping the dimensions and
flow, demarcating boundaries,
and checking the gradient and
width,” said a senior I&FC offi-
cial.

“After the transfer, the drains
will be desilted and maintained
by the concerned departments
for a year and will be completely
taken over by the irrigation
department for maintenance
from next year,” the official
added.

A second official said that the
entire process may take a couple
of months more. “There are leg-
acy issues for which we are con-
ducting the surveys. Once the

survey is done, there will be
more clarity regarding the flow
of these drains, which will also
facilitate future upkeep and
maintenance,” said the second
official.

Delhi suffers from a multiplic-
ity of agencies looking after its
drains, with around 10 bodies
responsible for 3740.31km of
stormwater drains. In some
cases, multiple agencies are
involved in the maintenance and
operations of a single drain.

For example, the manage-
ment of water regulators to stop
backflow in case of a rise in the
water level in the Yamuna is
managed by the I&FC depart-
ment, but the pumping of sew-
age at such times is managed by
MCD.

The move to transfer all 22
drains to the I&FC department
comes in wake of a Delhi high
court order dated April 9 to
remove the multiplicity of agen-
cies in handling these drains,
with the court calling for a uni-
fied management of drains, and
the removal of encroachments
on the Yamuna floodplains to
tackle waterlogging and aid river
rejuvenation.

Officials said that the hand-
over of all drains to a single
agency will help prevent a blame
game between various bodies —
a regular phenomenon. “It will
also help in better planning to
take measures to reduce pollu-
tion in the river,” the first official
quoted above said.

Man held with red
sandalwood at IGI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) on
Sunday said it nabbed a foreign
national at Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (I1GI) Airport in Delhi
for trying to smuggle red sandal-
wood out of the country. Two
red sandalwood logs weighing
12kg worth 25 lakh were found
in the man’s luggage, who was
set to board VietJet Flight VJ972
to Hanoi, Vietmam at 12.05am on
Sunday, officials said.

The export of red sandalwood
is restricted, and people export-
ing the sandalwood need to
declare the same with appropri-
ate documentation while exiting
the country. CISF said the man
did not possess any documents.

Officers discovered the crime
at 9pm on Saturday when its sur-
veillance team spotted a Viet-
namese national, identified as
Nguyen Thanh Tung, behaving
suspiciously, officials said.

“On suspicion, he was
diverted to a checking point so
his luggage could be checked
thoroughly through an X-BIS
machine. The machine showed
what appeared to be two logs
inside his luggage,” said a CISF
official.

The suspect was allowed to
complete check-in formalities
but was closely monitored

The logs were worth 325 lakh.

through physical and electronic
measures, the official said.

“After clearing the check-in
process and immigration for-
malities, the passenger was
intercepted by CISF surveillance
and intelligence staff and was
brought to the departure cus-
toms office. The baggage was
opened in the presence of cus-
toms officials and two logs were
found inside. Upon checking
with forest department officials,
the logs were confirmed to be of
red sandalwood,” said the CISF
official.

“The logs were between 15
and 17 inches wide and each
weighed more than 5ke. The sus-
pect and his baggage have been
handed over to the forest depart-
ment for further action,” the offi-
cial added.

Red Sandalwood is valued
highly in the international mar-
ket owing to its medicinal prop-
erties. The wood and its oil are
used to make skincare products.

2 groups clash at Noida mall after argument on politics

Arun Singh

arun singh@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: An argument between
two groups over the results of
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
turned violent after both sides
allegedly assaulted each other at
a pub at Gardens Galleria mall in

Noida on Friday night, police
said on Sunday.

A case was registered against
unidentified suspects at Sector
39 police station.

A 50-second video of the inci-
dent went viral on social media
on Sunday. It purportedly shows
seven to eight people assaulting

each other while the security
guards try to deter them.

HT, however, could not inde-
pendently verify the authenticity
of the video clip.

"While drinking, the two
groups had a debate and a fight
broke out between them,” said
an officer requesting anonymity.

Jitendra Kumar, station house
officer, Sector 39, said, “The sus-
pects are yet to be identified.”

Syed Shamim Anwar, associ-
ate director (marketing) of
Entertainment City, which runs
the Gardens Galleria mall, did
not respond to HT's calls and
messages for comment.

CIN:

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts

U20299DL1986NPLO23253

TENDER NOTICE
The EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL FOR HANDICRAFTS, New Delhi is organizing the 58th IHGF Delhi Fair [Autumn]
2024 from 16 - 20 October 2024 and the 59th IHGF Delhi Fair [Spring] 2025 in February 2025 & other exhibitions in
the India Expo Center & Mart, Greater Noida, Delhi NCR.
Specialized Agencies having minimum 5 years of experience of executing similar magnitude of work in
International Trade Fairs in India are invited for the following services on hiring basis. “Scope of Work" and terms &
conditions of each job are enclosed.

1. |Hiring of A. C. Buses & Mini Buses

2. | Supplyof Water Dispenser Machines & Bottled Mineral Water

3. | Architect for Preparation of
Exhibition Layouts

Fire Prevention Services

5. |Development of Touch Screen
Software & Kiosks on Hire Basis

6. | Development of Exhibition Directory on USB Pen Drive

7. | Walkie — Talkies on Hire Basis

8. | Commercial and Industrial Photography

9. | Girl Guides / Hostesses /Temporary Staf

10. | Interpreter Services

11 Production of High Definition Digital
Video Film

12. | Production of Short Duration Teasers / Promotional

Films / Videos for Social Media

13 Videography Support at the Event with
Equipment and Onsite Editing Support

14. | PVC Pouches, Lamination and Printed Lanyards

15) Computerized Buyer Registration at
the Venue

16. | Agency for Printing Jobs for the Exhibition Publicity

Material

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANGE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

DP/6910/0D/2024
(Court Matter)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Shami Kumar Thakur, S/o: Kedarnath Thakur,
R/o: O-51, Prem Nagar-Il Raj Park Delhi, has committed (or
Is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
153/20, U/s 188 IPC, P.S.: Raj Park, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused person(s) Shoni Kumar Thakur cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person(s) Shoni Kumar Thakur has absconded (or
is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused person(s)
Shoni Kumar Thakur of FIR No. 153/20, U/s 188 IPC, P.S.:
Raj Park, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 18.07.2024.

1st Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi

By Order

Ebbani Aggarwal
Metropolitan Magistrate,
(North West) Room No. 107,

b

National Institute of

)

Open Schooling

s BT e S RTE E

VITI

F

OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT FIRMS FOR
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS., TAX MATTERS & OTHER

STATUTORY COMPLIANCE ON BEHALF OF

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF OPEN SCHOOLING

Bank of India.

National Institute of Open Schooling, an autonomous
organization under Ministry of Education (MoE), Gowt.
of India invites tender to engage reputed Chartered
Accountant Firms for seeking their services. The C.A.
firm should be empanelled with C&AG and Reserve

For Application Form and detailed terms & conditions,
visit CPP Portal or www.nios.ac.in.

01.00 p.m.

Last date of submitting applications is 02.07.024

Sd/-
S K Panda
Dy. Director (A/c’s)

.Classiﬁeds Monday}

GENERAL MULTIPLE

'HAHTEE 2 Nos Marketing Executive
and 2 Nos Accountant B.com with
(Knowledge of Excel and Tally
Software) Minimum 5 years
Experience for one reputed TMT
Steel Manufacturing plant at Goa :
Sales for Karnataka - Goa, Salary as :
per Experience . Interested Candid-
ates can Mail your CV with Photo,
Mail Id : appog2021@gmail.com

BUSINESS OFFER |

INVESTMENT REQUIRED for
ﬂ}sputﬂ property with 100 percent
solution, located at south Delhi min
investment Lcr to 500cr 15 % i ‘n“sumﬂ :
return total project cost 700 total  :
land 9 acres. Many more options
Ealiﬂ EEIHD&DJHI B-H}'HJPEMZ

FOR SALE

FOR IMMEDIATE Sale 500 Pots of
Cycas/Rumphi, Yuca, Raphis and
many varieties plants in 16" 14" from
Private Farm House, Available in
Hapur {(U,P). Contact: 9837031370

BUSINESS BOOST [

Tel: +91-8168329907
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¢ 1, KUSUM Lata W/o Service No. :
IC296639N Rank Subedar Late Arun :
Kumar Sharma, R/o Gali No. 08,
Shyam Singh Vihar, Santpura,
Modinapar, Ghaziabad, U.P_, have
declare that in my Late hushand's
service record, my son's name is

Part - 1, New Delhi-59, declare that

I have Changed my surname after
marrige from Meenakshi Shiva to

Meenakshi Kohli. Mow my name

I, ANKIT Gupta R/o 1/16, Gali No. 5, :
Vishwas Nagar, Kunti Marg, Shahdara
delhi-110032 have changed my minor :
daughter's name from Jiyanshi to :
Jiyanshi Gupta for all purposes

I RAVI Sharma, 5/0, Mr. Tribhuvan
Shankar Sharma R/0, A-100 Ist
Floor, Nangal Devat, Vasant Kunj,
South West Delhi-10070 have
lost my original Property Papers
including provisional allotment
Letterissued by Jaypee Infratech
Limited in respect of Unit bearing
No. KRHOD40003 (Krescent Homes ¢
Tower-04, Ground Floor, 03rd Unit), -
sitiated at Jaypee Krescent Homes
Wishtown Sector -129 Noida, UP.
Founders may contact at A-100 Ist
Floor, Nagal Devat, Vasant Kunj,
South West Delhi-110070.

I, MANAK Chand Tyagi, have lost the
original sale deed documentof my  :
property at khata no. 137, 109, Gaun  :
no. 175, Gautam Buddh Nagar, Tehsil :
Dadri, Bhangel Begampur, Finder :
please contact: 9968922299

- Basement/ Ground Floor with :
- | Mezzanine/ Upper Ground Floor/| :
- \Upper Ground Floor with :
. Basement/ Upper Ground Floor :

SCAN THE CODE [@]'5
10 BOOK YOUR =%
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y  Get assistance from

WISH T0 PLACE AN AD WITH US
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Specify the
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your ad message
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wrongly mentioned as Sheshank | U;}.* ") ,} 7, :':-‘"';'“:'ﬂ'[ti F
Sharma. But my son's actual & AN ) i ;
corecs name i Shashank Sharmas. | | 220 Bank of Baroda | hindustantimes.com
i per his all documents. : Mufllamh. G“’W“ Raghnalﬂlﬂu
 INVITNG APPLICATIONS wemeresen | 1§00-103-1800
'FOR POTENTIAL PARTNERS = : |- BRAHMIEET S/0. Mahender Singh lm”“"“ mﬁ“'ﬁ“"‘mi :
: Rfo. F-582 Lado Sarai, New Delhi- Phone Number.: 0124-4096707, -
IN LIQUID 110030 have changed my name - Email: pe.gurgaon@bankofbaroda.com STAY
ALUMINIUM (RM) to Brahmjeet Sejwal for all future  : |- TENDER m
WELL PUIPOSES, : 5
F:I:."“IHE:'T;B ::::u : . 'BANK OF BARODA intends to :
: ~:|acquire commercially approved : STAY SAFE
MANUFACTURING : 1, SAKSHI Chandra Dfo Sh. Shivani i premises on lease basis in two :
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Compulsions of a
coalition council

The BJP will have to be more accommodative
towards allies to ensure smooth governance

fter a decade of dominance in Parliament and

government, Prime Minister (PM) Narendra

Modi starts his third consecutive term in office

s the head of a coalition government. On late

Sunday evening, 72 ministers (including the PM) were
sworn in, with most of the heavyweights from the
previous government and representatives of the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) — barring the
NCP (Ajit Pawar) —finding a place in the Modi 3.0
government. The ministry could be expanded later if
the PM wishes to address any possible regional or
social underrepresentation as well as shortage of
expertise. In his second term, PM Modi had inducted
specialists — S Jaishankar, for instance — to improve
governance. That all of them find space in his third
government, and the allies have been given only 11 slots
in the council of ministers perhaps suggests that the
BJP has had its way; 39 of the council have been Union
ministers before; and 43 have served at least three
terms in Parliament.

That said, it is important to recognise that the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) with 16 MPs and the JD(U) with 12
MPs will be the twin pillars on which the third NDA
government will rest. This arrangement, where the BJP
with 240 seats is dependent on at least 15 allies to stay
in office, may force the party to recalibrate its priorities.
The BJP will have to acknowledge that it isan NDA
government and recognise that governance needs to be
a wider consultative process which may call for both
negotiation and accommodation. This could cut both
ways — the compulsions of coalition politics can work
as a mechanism for checks and balances in
government, but it could also skew policies. It is a given
that some of the BJP’s more contentious agenda will
have to wait— the TDP has already expressed its
reservations about repealing the Muslim quota in some
states, promised by the BJP during the poll campaign,
and the Uniform Civil Code — just as some existing
policies may now need to be tweaked; the JD(U), for
instance, has already expressed concerns about the
Agnipath scheme.

The challenge for the PM is to separate genuine policy
concerns from pressure tactics and play accordingly.
Here, Modi could borrow from the playbook of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee who managed the NDA with aplomb
between 1999 and 2004. He did that by setting aside
controversial agendas and crafting a governance
agenda agreeable to allies. It will help if the NDA draws
up a common minimum programme and appoints a
convenor for floor management within the coalition to
avoid friction among allies. Institutionalising the
coalition management mechanism can help the
government ride the growth momentum, and address
crisis points such as unemployment and inflation,
which influenced poll outcomes.

Joy and sadness of
being Sunil Chhetri

ast week, on June 6, the 39-year-old Sunil
LChhetri played his last match for India. The

football icon retired as India’s highest goal-
scorer (94 goals), most capped player (151 caps). For a
team that often struggles to score, he was an
inspiration, a creator and a finisher, all rolled into
one. When he stepped out to play for India one last
time, there were tears in many an eye, for his kind of
player doesn’t come around easily — especially for
India. And that, in essence, is why his exit rankles
those who care about Indian football. A replacement,
of better or even similar quality, is nowhere near
ready. Few sportspersons retire at their peak, most
are pushed by younger talents. But Chhetri played on
because there was no one to push him.

Former India striker IM Vijayan was pushed by
Bhaichung Bhutia, Bhutia himself was pushed by
Chhetri, but the India No 11 stood alone at the top right
till the end despite making his debut for the country in
2005. For a while, it had looked like Jeje Lalpekhlua
might be the man to take the baton from Chhetri. He
scored 23 goals in 56 matches for the country, but his
form fell away, and he retired in 2023 at the age of 32.

So, we are once again confronted with the same
question: Who after Chhetri? The answer is not clear
—and given that India is a country with strong
footballing aspirations, this is a travesty. So, while we
celebrate Chhetri we must ponder over why India
doesn’t have someone to step into his boots. It's a
situation that does not reflect well on AIFF, and its
president Kalyan Chaubey, a former footballer
himself, must take steps to address the gap that
Chhetri’s retirement has exposed.

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Balancing the needs
of alliance and party

Prime Minister Modi will
have to bank on his
political experience as an
organisation man to
navigate the many
complexities of running
a coalition government
with demanding allies

arendra Modi has

taken the oath of office

as Prime Minister (PM)

of India for the third

time. He is only the

second PM in the coun-

try's history, after Jawaharlal
Nehru, to be chosen for a third
term. However, unlike in his previ-
ous two terms, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) does not hold even a
simple majority this time. He heads
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) only because the alliance has
secured the most seats in the Lok
Sabha. The pressing question now
is whether this change will hinder
his working style and future plans.
Before answering the question,
consider this: While releasing the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) mani-

“We will preserve the 4% reserva-
tions for Muslims and provide
35,000 in financial assistance every
month for mosque maintenancein
the state.” Naidu has offered
women in Andhra Pradesh a
monthly allowance of 21,500, free
bus travel, and 3,000 a month for
the unemployed. The Andhra Pra-
desh government will need a large
sum to implement these recom-
mendations, which it cannot raise
on its ownn,

According to the Reserve Bank of
India, Andhra Pradesh is one of the
most indebted states. Despite this,
Naidu intends to radically trans-
form the state’s capital, Amaravati.
It will require a separate invest-
ment of 3.5 trillion. During Modi's
first term, Naidu had clashed with
the Centre over such issues. Today,
when the TDP is NDA’s largest part-
ner with 16 seats, we should
remember that Naidu is renowned
for his bargaining skills.

The NDA's second-largest part-
ner is the Janata Dal (U). Nitish
Kumar has defied the NDA twice
over the last 10 years. In 2013, he
openly opposed Modi's candidature
for prime ministership. Like Naidu,
he, too, seeks special status for his
state.

Besides, his views on matters

the Agniveer scheme diverge from
the BJP's declared stand.

There is one other thing: Almost
all the current allies of the BJP,
including the TDP, were part of the
United Progressive Alliance (now
the INDIA bloc) one way or the
other. Also, Kumar has been
described as an ideal candidate for
prime ministership from time to
time by his party.

Is this a good or bad omen?

The Oppositions in states con-
tinue to remind these regional lead-
ers of their pledges. In Bihar, in
response to Nitish Kumar's decision
to go with NDA, Rashtriya Janata
Dal leader Tejashwi Yadav said :
“Chacha is in the role of kingmaker,
so now he should get special status
for the state and be able to get a
caste census conducted across the
country.”

Be it Naidu or Nitish, Chirag Pas-
wan or Ajit Pawar, Eknath Shinde
or Jayant Chaudhary, everyone has
regional demands. Modi cannot
ignore these. Power in politics
entails obligations. Every political
leader must balance the interests of
her/his constituents with the bene-
fits of power. For this, all constitu-
ent parties will strive to secure the
highest number of posts and key
departments in the council of min-

People who understand politics know the basicdistinction between
government and organisation. Modi has juggled both really well ANI

How will Modi and his associates
handle this?

The answer is not particularly
difficult. Take a look at Modi’s
career. He rose to his current
heights through hard work. Before
he became chief minister (CM) of
Gujarat in 2001, Modi had worked
for the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh and then BJP in various
capacities. He played a significant
role in establishing the BJP in Hary-
ana and Madhya Pradesh.

People who understand politics
know the basic distinction between
government and organisation.
When someone is in government,
the baton of power is in their
hands. In organisation, it is impor-
tant to keep everyone united with-
out the power of government. Modi
has done both really well. This
time, his party has clearly stum-
bled, but it would be premature to
attribute this to the PM’s personal

Another attribute that distin-
guishes Modi from his predecessors
is his extensive experience as CM.
The BJP had stints in office and in
the Opposition (at the Centre) when
Modi was Gujarat CM. Regardless
of the political landscape, Modi
consistently delivered exceptional
results for Gujarat. His ability to
navigate these complexities demon-
strates his adeptness at walking a
tightrope in the political arena.

In keeping with the Indian tradi-
tion of wishing everyone good luck
in their new endeavours, let us
extend our congratulations to the
entire cabinet of Modi's third gov-
ernment and believe they will meet
the expectations of the voters. The
NDA will, hopefully, work responsi-
bly over the next five years. History
is watching them.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief,
Hindustan. The views expressed are

festo in Amaravati, the party’s
leader Chandrababu Naidu said:

such as the Uniform Civil Code and  isters.

failure.

personal

Adding arrows to new
regime’s policy quiver

ith the electoral process now

behind us, the focus has shifted to

the government formation and

markets are speculating on the
possible policy directions of a coalition govern-
ment after 10 years. To start with, the general
domestic macro backdrop is quite favourable
for the new government. FY24 Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth at above 8% is encourag-
ing and the momentum seems to be continuing
even in FY25. India is probably the only large
country demonstrating above-average growth
thatis also accelerating further. Macro stability
parameters of inflation, current account and
fiscal deficit are within the broad comfort zone.

This probably suggests that there is no
immediate need to change the overall policy
thrust of the government which has been a
two-pronged approach. One, emphasis on the
supply side through infrastructure, manufac-
turing, digital, technology, etc, and
two, focus on macro and financial
stability to provide a long runway to
growth.

Based on a closer scrutiny of the
election results, the government
will have to decide what needs to be
added to the objective function. In
particular, there could be two direc-

e

Samifén
Chakraborty

cency. We would expect the upcoming budget
to respect the 5.1% of GDP FY 25 fiscal deficit tar-
get announced in the interim budget as a red
line to keep the country on track with debt
reduction. The rating agencies are warming up
to the idea of considering an upgrade and for-
eign bond investors are increasing their alloca-
tion towards India on the back of index inclu-
sion. Adhering to macro stability would be inte-
gral to progress on these fronts and the budget
document needs to reconfirm the government’s
commitment to the fiscal glide path.

The new government will have to find a bal-
ance between the macro stability objective and
the need for ademand nudge if a requirement
of that is felt. We think that given the higher RBI
dividend and lower fiscal deficit for FY24 (5.6%
of GDP vs 5.8 earlier), there is ~0.4% of GDP
additional fiscal space available to the govern-
ment for FY25 even if it wants to meet the exact
interim budget target of 5.1% of GDP.
Targeting this additional expendi-
ture would obviously involve not just
economic but also political consider-
ations. In this economic cycle, the
demand side has been lagging the
supply side in our view and hence, a
calibrated demand nudge should not
be immediately inflationary but one

tions in which new ideas and policy

needs to be also mindful that the fis-

actions might be spread. First, if vot-
ing data provides some support to
the hypothesis that there is consid-
erable distress among the rural/
poor/youth, then the government
might contemplate some demand
boosting/redistribution strategies.
Second, if there is an aspiration to

higher, then further productivity-

Bagar
push India’s potential growth even Zaidi

cal bonanza from the RBI dividend
might not be available every year to
run large populist schemes.

The contentious structural
reforms (land, labour, legal, agricul-
ture, privatisation) to improve pro-
ductivity of businesses might have to
wait for the coalition government to
become more cohesive and credible.

We do acknowledge thata lot of eco-

boosting reforms will have to be

nomic policy agenda can be pushed

considered to attract capital along
with better deployment of human resources
through large-scale job creation.

Let usdelve into the specific policies if these
are the broad objectives that the government
would want to push. On the supply side, the
earlier government has already laid out a com-
prehensive plan with a combination of infra
build-up to reduce logistics costs, trade policies
to protect competitiveness and industrial and
fiscal policies to enhance profitability. It will be
important for the government to continue with
these and hence not take the foot off the pedal
on infra capex. Depending on the success of the
PLIschemes, they can be extended to other sec-
tors. Digital India is on auto pilot now and
would not need much government handhold-
ing. It will be interesting to see how the new
government ramps up the proposed R&D fund
to usher in advanced technologies.

Over the last 10 years, the government has
steadfastly improved the macro and financial
stability parameters to shed the “Fragile Five”
tag. Progress on this front has been quite
remarkable, though in an uncertain global
environment, there is no scope for compla-

IF THE ASSESSMENT IS
THAT LACK OF JOB
OPPORTUNITIES WAS A
DECIDING FACTOR IN THE
POLLS, THEN EMPLOYMENT
CREATION COULD MOVE UP
ONTHE AGENDA OF THE
NEW GOVERNMENT

through executive action rather than
requiring legislative approval and surely does
not need any super majority in Parliament. Itis
important for the government to keep business
optimism high to take advantage of the favoura-
ble tailwinds, like the drifting of global capital
towards India. Also, we think that domestic pri-
vate investment isalready in a nascent recovery
stage and would benefit from constructive sup-
port from government policies. Even if the
structural macro reforms are delayed, there
could be several micro-level reforms to unclog
regulatory bottlenecks, provide predictability to
the policy environment and improve the ease of
doing business.

Ifthe assessment is that lack of job opportu-
nities was a deciding factor in the election, then
employment creation could move up on the
economic agenda of the new government.
India’s labour market is multi-layered, and the
employment strategy would have to be more
nuanced too. Atone end of the spectrum, man-
ufacturing and high-end services would fulfil
the needs of the skilled workforce. However, at
the other end, a renewed focus on skill develop-
ment or channelising more credit to foster self-
employment is essential for the 250 million
people who have been brought out of poverty in
the last 10 years.

An economy which is performing several
steps ahead of its peers, does not need an over-
hauling of the policy framework. Judicious
additions to the bouquet would prepare it for
higher growth with better distribution.

Samiran Chakraborty is managing director and
chief economist India, and Bagar Zaidi is economist,
Citigroup. The views expressed are personal
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Democracy is never
guaranteed. Every generation
must preserve it, defend it and

fight for it.
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INDIA bloc needs to stay
together, build on gains

ttar Pradesh (UP) was pivotal in the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)'s tally

falling. Till recently, UP was

“blessed” with a narrative of good
governance backed by the so-called two-en-
gine perception. The bulldozer and encoun-
ter politics, odious to some but applauded by
others, never got traction as an election
issue. The “five nyay, 25 guarantees” of the
Congress manifesto was backed by the
Picchde, Dalit, Alpsankhyak (backward
classes, Dalits, and minorities), or PDA, the
outreach of the Samajwadi Party (SP), care-
fully crafting a non-Yadav backward profile.
The results have certainly come as a shot in
the arm for the two major alliance partners,
but require some analysis to uncover the
truth under the surface.

The apparent outcome of the alliance does
not reflect any real-time perform-
ance of the parties that have domi-
nated UP politics. The SP had con-
tested 63 seats while the Congress
was given 17. The final tally was 38
and 7, respectively. The Congress
had initiated negotiations with a
wishlist of 24 (mostly the surviving
winners of 2009), but the SP prema-

San
Khurshid

ing a government in the near future. Work-
ing cohesively as the parliamentary Opposi-
tion can make a great difference, but will
have to wait till the MPs settle down. Per-
haps more important is the road ahead at the
ground level in UP. We have often been at
loggerheads in routine, daily politics, all of
which was put on hold during the campaign.
But we will have to learn to live together
without obliterating our respective identi-
ties. Fortunately, we belong to the same side
of the ideological divide in politics with
minor differences in emphasis and, perhaps,
style. It would be useful if we were quickly
able to define our respective understanding
of socialism and secularism. There may not
be much difference beyond the words that
are employed. But there may be some diffi-
culty in matching our respective assessment
of the voter segment that was
drawn to us although there would
have been aggregation amongst vot-
ers because of the alliance.

One nationwide indicator of this
election is the mass movement of
Muslims to the Congress with UP
being an exemplar. We need to be
clear that there are expectations

that we must address if we want to

turely announced a list of candi-
dates in constituencies on our wish-
list). At that stage, we were not unduly confi-
dent, there were clear signals that Muslims
had turned to us in large numbers, while, in
the 2019 assembly polls, 99% had voted for
the SP. In the worst-case scenario, they could
desert the SP completely. But we were firm
that the need of the hour called for an honest
alliance. We made efforts to negotiate better
allocation but finally settled for what we
were offered, to quickly clinch the date for a
road show in Agra. Many of our leaders
thought we deserved 25 seats but a sacrifice
had to be made to oust the BJP. At that stage,
we had one seat in UP (Rae Bareli) and the SP
had five (in their alliance with the Bahujan
Samaj Party). Some people kept up the
refrain of a tie-up with the BSP, but that was
stillborn. There was no enthusiasm for the
BSP among the SP negotiators although the
SP’s standing at the time was a contribution
of their previous election tie-up with the BSP.

The feel of the election turned increas-
ingly positive with each passing phase. It
must be said that, with a few exceptions, the
workers of our two parties coordinated hon-
estly despite different political cultures. The
result is there for all to see.

It is very early to look at the path ahead,
given the INDIA bloc does not look like form-

revive a long-term relationship.

This is also true about Dalits and some
segments of the general castes. This hasa lot
to do with self-generated hopes and expecta-
tions amongst minorities as indeed with our
conscious endeavour to overcome their hesi-
tations caused by history. Similarly, Dalits
and OBCs have looked at the Congress as the
outspoken saviour of the Constitution. Of
course, Akhilesh Yadav has consolidated the
Yadav vote that the BJP was constantly trying
to wean away.

Sitting down to draw up lists for electoral
contests is tough enough but sharing the
ground after election results is far more diffi-
cult. It would not be fair to the INDIA part-
ners if we restrict each other’s freedom to
grow and reward our committed supporters
even as we share the advantages of having
fought this historic election together. There
will be elections again in the future and the
lessons learnt in 2024 may well show us how
to deal with the road ahead. Orissa and
Andhra Pradesh, even UP, have shown that
political dominance cannot be taken for
granted.

Salman Khurshid is a Congress leader and former
minister of external affairs. The views expressed
are personal
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EU LEADERS WHO

Mﬂhos vote as Euro € SC ls its mandate

Polls opened in 20 EU
countries early on
Sunday for the June
6-9 elections for a
new European
Parliament

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

MADRID: Voters across the Euro-
pean Union went to the polls on
the final day of voting for the
European parliamentary elec-
tions to choose their representa-
tives for the next five-year term.

Polls opened in 20 EU coun-
tries early on Sunday for the
June 6-9 elections for a new
European Parliament, the legis-
lative branch of the 27-member
bloc.

Millions of Europeans have
been casting their ballots this
week in one of the world’s big-
gest democratic elections. Far-
right parties are looking to gain
more power amid a rise in the
cost of living and farmers’ dis-
content, while the wars in Gaza
and Ukraine are also key topics
weighing on the minds of voters.

The economy, jobs, poverty
and social exclusion, public
health, climate change and the
future of Europe are also promi-
nent issues.

First national estimates from
five European Union countries
provided by the European Par-
liament suggest mainstream and
pro-European parties should
retain their majority in next leg-
islature despite gains by the far-
right.

The estimates aggregated by
the EU parliament were based
on exit polls or other survey
data. They came from Austria,
Cyprus, Germany, Greece and
the Netherlands.

The Socialists, Liberals,
Greens and Conservatives put on
a strong showing even though
they are expected to lose seats to
far-right parties like those led by
[talian Premier Giorgia Meloni,
Hungarian leader Viktor Orban,
Geert Wilders in the Netherlands

{Left) Supporters of Peter Magyar, former government insider and leader ofthe Respect and Freedom (TISZA) Party take part in arally ahead of the Eumpcan Parliament elections, in Budapest, Hungary,

on Saturday; (Right) A protester holds up a poster reading “Hate is not an opinion” as she takes part in a demonstration to defend democracy against the far-right on Saturday, in Berlin.

and Marine Le Pen in France.

Germany

European Commission President
Ursula Von der Leyen congratu-
lated her German party, the
Christian Democratic Union, on
its result in the election after exit
polls showed that it was the big-
gest vote-getter.

“You know that we in Europe
still have to wait several hours,
but what you have already set as
atrend is all the better - strong-
est force, stable, in difficult times
and by a distance,” she told sup-
porters by video link from Brus-
sels. “Now we have to replicate
this in Europe, but I am confi-
dent that we will succeed this
evening,” she said.

Exit polls pointed to very
weak results for Germany's gov-
erning parties and gains for the
far-right Alternative for Ger-
many in Sunday’s vote for the

Body of missing Brit
TV presenter Mosley

found in Greece
ATHENS: The body of
missing British TV
presenter and author Dr.,
Michael Mosley was found
on a Greek island on Sunday
morning after a days-long
search, his family said.
Mosley, who went missing
on the island of Symi on
Wednesday afternoon, was
spotted among rocks on a
rugged stretch of coast by a
party on a boat that
included the local mayor
and journalists. Mosley’s
wife said her husband took
the wrong route on a hike
and collapsed just short of
reaching a marina in a place
where his body couldn’t
easily be seen. AP

European Parliament, while the
mainstream conservative oppo-
sition was set to remain the
country's strongest political
forcein the legislature.

The polls for ARD and ZDF
public television showed sup-
port for Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
center-left Social Democrats at
14%, below the 15.8% they man-
aged in 2019 and far below their
showing in Germany's last
national election in 2021.

Belgium
Belgian voters were electing a
new federal parliament but also
regional parliaments and mem-
bers of the European Parliament.
Teenagers aged 16 and 17 were
allowed to vote in the European
elections, but Belgian citizens
must be at least 18 to vote in the
other elections.

Following reports in local
media on Sunday that people

HT

Haiti PM hospitalised
after asthma attack,

stable now
PORT-AU-PRINCE: Haiti's
new prime minister, Garry
Conille, was rushed to
hospital on Saturday
following “a slight illness”
but was in a stable
condition, a government
statement said. “His
condition is currently
stable,” the statement by the
prime minister’s press office
said. A government source
told AFP the prime minister
suffered an “asthma attack”
and may be transported
abroad for treatment.
Conille, 58, was appointed
to the premiership by Haiti's
Presidential Transitional
Council on May 29 and was
sworn in on Monday.  AFP

was bombed in a northwest

Afghanistan, according to

military said in a statement.
A senior police officer

told AFP that "the explosion

vehicle”.
information that the vehicle

Seven Pakistan
soldiers killed in
bombing: Army
ISLAMABAD: Seven Pakistani

soldiers were killed on
Sunday when their vehicle

region bordering

the military. The six enlisted
men and one officer were
killed by an "improvised
explosive device™ in Lakki
Marwat district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, the

stationed in Lakki Marwat

completely destroyed the
“We have received

came under fire after the

blast,” he added. AFP

Kyiv says it hit Russia’s top warplane

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com

KYIV: Ukraine on Sunday said its
forces hit an ultra-modern Rus-
sian warplane stationed on an
air base nearly 600 kilometres
from the front lines.

The strike came shortly after
its Western allies allowed Kyiv to
use their weapons for limited
strikes inside Russia. But it
wasn't immediately clear what

hit the airfield allegedly housing
the twin-engine Su-57 stealth jet,
lauded as Moscow’s most
advanced fighter plane.

[ts distance from Ukraine sug-
gests it was most likely hit by
drones. If confirmed, it would
mark Ukraine’s first known suc-
cessful strike on a Su-57.

According to the Main Intelli-
gence Directorate of Ukraine’s
Ministry of Defence, the strike
took place on Saturday at the

Akhtubinsk base in southern
Russia, some 589 kilometres
from the front line.

The Ukrainian agency said
that the plane, which is capable
of carrying stealth missiles
across hundreds of kilometres,
was among “a countable few” of
its type in Moscow’s arsenal.

Russian reports state Mos-
cow’s air force received over 10
new Su-57s last year and ordered
76 to be delivered by 2028.

under 18 voted in all three elec-
tions, Interior Minister Annelies
Verlinden told regional broad-
caster VRT that “the errors
appeared to have been limited”
and that any complaints will be
investigated. “For the time being
I presume that the impact has
been limited. We will continue
with these elections,” she said.

Spain
Maria Del Mar Mira, a civil ser-
vant and historian in the central
Letras neighbourhood of
Madrid, expressed disappoint-
ment at not seeing the queues
that normally form for national
elections at her polling station in
central Madrid. She believed vot-
ers don't understand the impor-
tance of decisions taken in the
European Parliament.

“We should take this more
seriously, because therearea lot
of important things coming from

there and the truth is it that we
are taking a direction that
reminds me of past and undesir-
able times,” Mira said.

France

Migration has been one of the
most important issues to French
voters, and the party of far-right
leader Marine Le Pen is hoping
for a strong showing against the
centrist party of President
Emmanuel Macron.

Jordan Bardella, Le Pen’s
28-year-old protege and the cur-
rent president of the far-right
National Rally, gave strong per-
formances in debates ahead of
this weekend’s election, some-
thing that could help Le Pen as
she is expected to run for the
French presidency in 2027.

Bardella has fiercely opposed
the EU Asylum and Migration
Pact, a plan backed by Macron
that seeks to harmonise the

management of irregular
migrant arrivals among EU
nations. French voters are also
focused on the war in Ukraine
and Gaza.

Hungary

Many Hungarian view the elec-
tion as a referendum on the pop-
ularity of Prime Minister Viktor
Orban, whose illiberal policies
and his support for Russia have
pushed him to the margins of the
European Union.

While Fidesz has dominated
Hungarian politics since 2010,
many Hungarians are deeply dis-
satisfied with the direction the
country is going, and hope to
deal a blow to Orban by support-
ing one of the most formidable
challengers he’s ever faced.

Poland

Poles voted at a time of great
insecurity for the nation, which

REUTERS/AFP

is located along the eastern flank
of both the European Union and
NATO. The war just across the
border in Ukraine has created
fears that if Russia were to pre-
vail, Poland and neighbouring
nations that were once under
Moscow’s control could be tar-
geted next.

A migration crisis is unfold-
ing along the eastern border
with Belarus.

Poland accuses Belarus and
Russia of luring migrants to cre-
ate instability.

The crisis has been deadly,
with a migrant recently stabbing
a Polish soldier and dozens of
migrants dying in the swampy
forest area since 2021.

Prime Minister Donald Tusk
has stressed national security,
promising to strengthen border
controls as he seeks a good
showing for his centrist, pro-EU

party.

VOTED ON SUNDAY

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen REUTERS

Polish Prime Minister and
leader of leads Civic Platform
party Donald Tusk AP

Austrian President Alexander
Van der Bellen with his wife
Doris Schmidauer REUTERS

Italy's deputy Prime Minister
Matteo Salvini casts his vote AFp

{ PRESIDENTIAL POLLS }

[ran okays six candidates
but blocks Ahmadinejad

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

DUBAI: Iran’s Guardian Council
on Sunday approved the coun-
try’s hard-line parliament
speaker and five others to run in
the country’s June 28 presiden-
tial election following a helicop-
ter crash that killed President
Ebrahim Raisi and seven others.

The council again barred
former President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, a firebrand popu-
list known for the crackdown
that followed his disputed 2009
re-election, from running.

The council’s decision repre-
sents the starting gun for a short-
ened, two-week campaign to
replace Raisi, a hard-line protege
of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei once floated as a pos-
sible successor for the 85-year-
old cleric.

Among the others approved
are the conservative speaker of
parliament Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf and the ultraconserva-
tive former nuclear negotiator
Saeed Jalili, who is known for his
inflexible negotiating stance.

Just one reformist candidate,
Massoud Pezeshkian, who is a
lawmaker representing Tabriz in
Iran’s parliament, has been
approved.

The Guardian Council, over-
seen by Khamenei, aims to
streamline candidate selection
amid low turnout and tensions
over Iran’s nuclear programme
and the Israel-Hamas conflict.

So far, none of them has
offered any specifics, though all
have promised a better eco-
nomic situation for the country
as it suffers from sanctions by
the US and other Western
nations over its nuclear pro-
gramme, which now enriches
uranium closer than ever to
weapons-grade levels.

Such matters of state remain
the final decision of Khamenei,
but presidents in the past have
leaned either toward engage-
ment or confrontation with the
West over it.

The most prominent candi-
date remains Mohammad
Bagher Qalibaf, 62, a former
Tehran mayor with close ties to
the country’s paramilitary Revo-
lutionary Guard.

However, many remember
that Qalibaf, as a former Guard
general, was part of a violent
crackdown on Iranian university
students in 1999. He also report-
edly ordered live gunfire to be
used against students in 2003
while serving as the country's
police chief.

]
South Korea

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

SEOUL: South Korea resumed
loudspeaker broadcasts directed
at North Korea on Sunday, its
military said, following through
on a warning demanding Pyong-
yang stop sending balloons car-
rying trash into the South.

The decision to resume the
broadcasts, as a form of psycho-
logical warfare, was made after
North Korea began launching on
Saturday about 330 balloons
with trash attached, with about
80 of them dropping over the
border, South Korea’'s military
said.

The louds er broadcasts, a
tactic which dates back to the
1950-1953 Korean War, infuriate
Pyongyang, which previously
threatened artillery strikes
against the loudspeaker units
unless they were switched off.

. § THE MOVE IS CERTAIN TO ANGER PYONGYANG AND COULD TRIGGER RETALIATORY MILITARY STEPS

resumes anti-North Korea loudspea ker broadcasts

South Korea had warned the
North it would take retaliatory
measures which could include
propaganda broadcasts from
huge loudspeakers set up at the
border.

The broadcasts were made on
Sunday afternoon and whether
more will follow depends on
how North Korea responds,
South Korea's military said.

The South Korean military
said later on Sunday that more
balloons had been launched by
the North and could fly into the
South, warning residents to not
touch any objects they find
attached to balloons. It gave no
other details.

Pyongyang started sending
balloons carrying trash and
manure across the border in
May and has said the move was
in retaliation for anti-North leaf-
lets flown by South Korean activ-
ists as part of a propaganda cam-

paign. On June 2, it said it would
temporarily halt sending the bal-
loons because 15 tons of trash it
sent was probably enough to get
the message across. However, it
vowed to resume if leaflets are
again flown from the South by
sending a hundred times the
amount.

A group of South Korean
activists defied the warning and
have since flown more balloons
to the North with leaflets criticis-
ing its leader Kim Jong Un
together with USB sticks con-
taining K-pop videos and dra-
mas, and US dollar notes.

South Korea halted broad-
casts per a 2018 agreement with
North Korea's leaders, but ten-
sions rose as Pyongyang contin-
ued weapons development.

South Korea broadcasts
global news, democratic ideals,
and K-pop music, reaching over
20 kilometers into North Korea.

South Korean soldiers set up a propaganda loudspeaker during a

military drill, in Paju, South Korea, on Sunday.

REUTERS

Relatives and supporters of Israelis taken hostage by Palestinian militants in Gazaon October 7,
protest calling for their release in the central city of Tel Aviv on Saturday. AFP

Outcry over attack in Gaza

amid Israeli hostage rescue

Agencies

letters @hindustantimes.com

TEL AVIV: A wave of interna-
tional outrage has surged fol-
lowing a deadly incident in
Gaza, as Israeli forces con-
ducted a rescue operation to
free four hostages, resulting in
significant civilian casualties.

On Saturday, Israeli military
strikes pounded the Nuseirat
refugee camp in central Gaza,
claiming the lives of scores of
Palestinians, many of whom
were civilians, according to
Gaza's health ministry.

The assault left at least 274
dead and 698 wounded, with
the Israeli military citing heavy
fire encountered during the spe-
cial forces mission.

European Union’s top diplo-
mat, Josep Borrell, condemned
the event as a “massacre,” echo-
ing sentiments expressed by the
UN’s aid chief, Martin Griffiths,
who vividly described scenes of
carnage.

Griffiths called for an imme-
diate ceasefire and the release of
all hostages.

Reports from the ground
painted a grim picture. Khalil
Degran, a spokesperson for
al-Agsa Martyrs hospital,
revealed that the bodies of 109
Palestinians, including 23 chil-
dren and 11 women, were

brought to the facility. Addition-
ally, over 100 wounded people
were treated there, while
another hospital, al-Awda,
received more than 100 casual-
ties.

Israeli military spokesperson
R Adm Daniel Hagari confirmed
the deaths of dozens of Palestin-
ians, though precise figures on
civilian casualties remained
uncertain.

The rescue operation, Israel’s
largest of its kind during the
ongoing conflict, successfully
liberated four hostages: Noa
Argamani, Almog Meir Jan,
Andrey Kozlov, and Shlomi Ziv.

Amid celebrations in Israel
over their return, Palestinian
families in Gaza mourned the
loss of their loved ones.

Protests in Tel Aviv
Meanwhile, tens of thousands of
demonstrators took their usual
places outside the defence min-
istry in Tel Aviv on Saturday
night, and while there have
been competing messages at
recent rallies — anti-govern-
ment versus pro-hostage — this
week’'s slogans converged
around one theme: get a deal
and bring them home.
“Victory will only be felt by
the Israeli people when the
remaining hostages are
returned,” said Avi Melamed, a

former Israeli intelligence offi-
cer. “It levies pressure on
Israel's government to make a
deal happen to bring those
remaining captives home, the
living to their families, and the
deceased back to Israel for a
proper burial.”

Top US officials are due in the
region this week to push both
Israel and Hamas to agree to a
deal. Backed by President Joe
Biden, the three-phase agree-
ment would start with a six-
week pause in fighting along
with exchanges of hostages for
Palestinian prisoners.

Talks have been stymied by
disagreement over whether that
phase could occur while negoti-
ations over a permanent cease-
fire take place — Israel’s desire
— or, as Hamas wants, only if an
end to the war is baked into the
deal.

Although the rescue on Sat-
urday reminded Israelis of a
famous operation in Entebbe,
Uganda, in 1976 to save a
hijacked airliner in which Net-
anyahu's brother died, it's
unlikely to change the hard cal-
culus of the current war.

Israel’'s campaign to elimi-
nate Hamas has killed more
than 36,000 Palestinians,
according to the group, which
doesn't distinguish fighters
from civilians.



14

Hintustan Times

NEW DELHI

MONDAY
JUNE10, 2024

BUSINESS

Powered by

mint

NTPClooks beyond power
in capex play over 10 years

The firm plans to
foray into production
of various clean fuels,
increasing its power
generation capacity

Rituraj Baruah

rituraj.baruah@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: State-run NTPC Ltd
is planning capital expenditure
of $50 billion (¥4.17 trillion)
over the next 10 years to become
a true energy company from
just a generator of power,
according to two people aware
of the company’s plans.

The people said that India’s
biggest power generation com-
pany will spend $5 billion each
year over 10 years to foray into
production of various clean
fuels and also towards increas-
ing its power generation capac-
ity.

“The company is looking ata
diversified role where NTPC
may (methaphorically) stand
for ‘national transport, power
and chemicals',” the first person
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N‘TPC will undertake the diversification activities ltself wlth no

plans for a subsidiary currently.

cited above said on condition of
anonymity. “There are major
plans for methanol, ethanol,
green hydrogen for transporta-
tion and also sustainable avia-
tion fuel (SAF), for which it is
already in talks with some air-
lines.”

NTPC will undertake these
activities itself with no plans for
a subsidiary currently, although
green hydrogen would be pro-
duced through its existing sub-
sidiary NTPC Green Energy Ltd.

Queries sent to NTPC

HT

remained unanswered till press
time.

Sustainable aviation fuel has
been a focus area for energy
companies with the govern-
ment announcing an indicative
target of 1% SAF blending in jet
fuel by 2027, which may gradu-
ally be increased to 2% by 2028
for international flights.

Already, oil refining and mar-
keting companies such as
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
(IOCL) and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) have

forayed into the space with
research underway for various
modes of SAF production.

For the production and adop-
tion of methanol as a clean fuel,
NTPC is in talks with several
shipping lines, the people cited
above said.

Its first methanol plant is
being constructed at the Vind-
hyachal Thermal Power Plantin
Madhya Pradesh, by Jakson
Green, which deals in engineer-
ing, procurement and construc-
tion (EPC), and operations and
management of new energy
assets including solar, utility-
scale, energy projects, among
other green energy projects.

The plant, with a capacity of
10 tonnes per day, is likely to be
completed by July, according to
the second person cited above.

Thereafter, NTPC plans to set
up another methanol plant with
a capacity of 100,000 tonnes per
year or nearly 274 tonnes per
day. “NTPC s planning to set up
another methanol plant with a
capex of about 5,000-6,000
crore. The capacity will be 1
lakh tonnes per year,” the sec-
ond person said.

Leela eyes $2.5 bn value
in bankruptcy rebound

Anirudh Laskar, Dipti Sharma
& Ranjani Raghavan

anirudh l@htlive.com

MUMBALI: The Leela Palaces,
Hotels and Resorts will seek a
valuation of at least $2.5 billion
(approximately 21,000 crore) in
a public listing likely in nine
months, two people familiar
with its plans said, in a remarka-
ble turnaround for the luxury
chain that changed hands under
crushing debt and defaults five
years ago.

Promoter Brookfield has
tapped JM Financial and Bank of
America to be investment bank-
ers, the people said on condition
of anonymity, adding the Cana-
dian investor plans to sell 15% to
the public initially, and another
10% over the next three years.
The IPO may be worth around
13,150 crore, making it the big-
gest in India’s hospitality space.

“The Leela has not only
emerged stronger than ever
from its old worrisome debt
issues but is also seeing a steady
year-on-year rise in valuations
on the back of higher margins.
From a bankruptcy situation a
few years ago, today, The Leelais
commanding a $2.5-3 billion val-
uation,” said the first person,
adding the IPO is planned within

Brookfield had acquired four
assets of The Leela from JM
ARC for 23,950 crore in 2019.

nine months.

While listed rivals Indian
Hotels Co. Ltd and East India
Hotels Ltd are worth 83,228
crore and X27,384 crore, respec-
tively, ITC Hotels has been esti-
mated at 10,000 crore. IHCL
and EIH operate the Taj and
Oberoi brands, respectively.

A Bank of America spokesper-
son declined to comment, while
emails sent to JM Financial, The
Leela and Brookfield Asset man-
agement remained unanswered.

“While the hospitality busi-
ness is generally buoyant cur-
rently, international demand for

the Leela Palaces in India is par-
ticularly doing better than oth-
ers. Occupancy rates and tariffs
are both increasing for India’s
hotels and hospitality services,
especially in those properties
which offer appropriate wellness
services. And The Leela Palaces
particularly has an edge over
others in that space,” the person
cited above said.

Brookfield had acquired four
assets of The Leela from JM
Financial Asset Reconstruction
Co. (JM ARC) for 3,950 crore in
2019. To be sure, the IPO
excludes The Leela Mumbai, the
first Leela founded by Capt. C.P.
Krishnan Nair, which is pro-
moted by HLV Ltd and is already
listed.

“It will be the largest issue in
the hotel space,” said the second
person. “It is in the discussion
stage. They might have to
restructure some holdings and
all those things before the IPO.”

The founder transferred the
erstwhile Hotel Leelaventures
Ltd to his sons Vivek Nair and
Dinesh Nairin 2013, and passed
away soon after. Unlike rivals
Marriott, Intercontinental and
Hyatt, The Leela had raised debt
to build new properties rather
than running hotels through
management contracts.

Share sale by large

Varun Sood

varun.sood @livemint.com

BENGALURU: Three large inves-
tors sold big chunks of Edelweiss
Financial Services Ltd, IIFL
Finance Ltd and Paytm weeks
before regulatory action
slammed their stocks, exchange
data showed.

Between January and May,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
slapped business curbs on the
three financial companies after
spotting various malpractices,
including evergreening of loans,
inadequate KYC checks and gov-
ernance issues. Ahead of the reg-
ulatory action, Mohnish Pabrai,
Prem Watsa and Softbank sold a
significant percentage of shares

in Edelweiss, IIFL and Paytm
respectively.

While there is no clear link
between the regulatory action
and the share sales, one proxy
advisor termed it as “odd”, and
another said the market regula-
tor should find out why they sold
their shares.

Pabrai, a seasoned India-born
American investor, owned 7.08%
stake in Edelweiss at the end of
December 2023. Between 8 Feb-
ruary and 3 April, he sold 3.83%
at an average price of ¥72.03 a
share for 261 crore, according
to a Mint analysis.

Less than seven weeks after
Pabrai cut his Edelweiss holding
by half, RBI on 29 May restricted
businesses of its lending and

investors in three compames before RBI rap

asset reconstruction arms, citing
concerns about its lending and
accounting practices.

Edelweiss shares plunged
11.8% to close at 68.35 on 30
May, a day after the regulatory
action. The shares are down
10.34% as of 7 June.

Pabrai, who now owns 3.24%
of Edelweiss, said he was una-
ware of any regulatory action
before undertaking the transac-
tion. “We were not aware of the
RBI action until we read it in the
media, and we have no further
comment,” said a spokesperson
for Pabrai, when asked if he
anticipated any regulatory chal-
lenges. The sale of IIFL shares by
Prem Watsa, founder of Fairfax
Financial Holdings, the Toronto-
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RBI had slapped business curbs on three financlﬂl companies

after spotting various malpractices.

based financial services firm,
and whose net worth is pegged
at $1.9 billion by Forbes, also
coincided with the regulatory
action,

Fairfax India Holding’s wholly

MINT

owned subsidiary FIH Mauritius
Investment owned 20.18% of IIFL
Finance until 21 December 2023.
On 22 December, FIH Mauritius
sold 5.66% shares at an average
price of ¥554.6 a share, translat-

ing to about 1,200 crore,
according to an analysis by Mint.

On 4 March, RBI barred IIFL
Finance from sanctioning and
disbursing gold loans, after its
audit found material concerns in
the non-banking finance firm'’s
gold loan lending business. The
next day, shares of IIFL Finance
tumbled 20%. From the end of
trading on 4 March and 7 June,
[IFL shares are down 18.5%.

An email sent to Watsa, who
owns 15.12% in IIFL Finance,
went unanswered.

To be sure, immediately after
the RBI action, Watsa had
announced that he would invest
up to $200 million in the com-
pany, as the largest investor tried
to assuage investor concerns on

liquidity concerns.

In addition to IIFL and Edel-
weiss, One97 Communications
Ltd, which runs Paytm, and JM
Financial Ltd have faced RBI's
ire in 2024.

On 31 January, RBI directed
Paytm Payments Bank, the whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of One97
Communications, to stop all
forms of banking services within
amonth.

Between 19 December and 20
January, Softbank, the third-
largest investor in OneY7, sold
2% of its holding, at an average
price of 680.38, with the Japa-
nese tech investor earning I865
crore. Softbank sold another
2.17% worth 1085 crore between
23 January and 26 February.

SAVVY SMALL
INVESTORS
SCORE QUIET
ELECTION WIN

Ram Sahgal

ram.sahgal @livemint.com

MUMBAI: Retail investors, who
buy and sell shares directly, are
getting smarter. In a rare
instance, they outsmarted
domestic and foreign investors
in trading strategy in the run-up
to and on election results day on
4 June. Retail investors include
individuals, Hindu undivided
family, NRIs, proprietorship and
partnership firms, and limited
liability partnership firms.

When the exit polls on Satur-
day, 1 June predicted a landslide
victory for the BJP-led NDA, the
markets closed higher by 3.25%
on Monday 3 June, fuelled by
foreign portfolio investor or FPI
inflows of ¥6,617.32 crore and
mutual fund purchases of
33,072.85 crore, NSE data
reveals. However, retail inves-
tors net sold shares worth
38,587.5 crore on 3 June instead
of their usual practice of buying
on the rise. The next day, when
the actual counting showed the
BJP unable to secure a simple
majority, the market tanked
almost 6% to 21,884.50, and FPIs
and MFs net sold shares worth a
combined 18,760 crore.

Again, retail net purchased
shares worth 321,178.94 crore,
the data shows, staying true to
the adage of buying on a low.

“Direct retail tends to enter
last and exit first, so thisisa sea
change to see them execute a
smart strategy , outplaying MFs
and FPIs,” said S.K. Joshi, execu-
tive director of Khambatta Secu-
rities. Agreed Alok Churiwala,
managing director, Churiwala
Securities, who said that retail
investors now included “a
smarter and younger lot who are
more adept at investing than the
typical retail investor of the pre-
vious decade and earlier”.

On smaller rival BSE, too,
direct retail purchased a net
21,656.53 crore on Tuesday and
sold 32,245 crore over the next
three days. It is well known that
markets recovered from
Wednesday as it became clear
that Narendra Modi would lead
the national democratic alliance
(NDA), which had won 290 seats,
to form the new coalition gov-
ernment at the centre.

The right way to value furniture and fixtures

In a property sale, household items that qualify as ‘personal effects, like furniture, electrical appliances, etc., can be
classified separately as furniture and fixtures on which capital gains tax and stamp duty are not charged

Compiled by Shipra Singh
sashindnj@livemint.com

Indexed purchase
cost of property

¥80 lakh

Current value
<1.05 crore

Assuming 5%
stamp duty

Scenario 1

Entire value
declared as sale
amount

Sale amount
<£1.05 crore

Capital gains

bl T

Documents needed

p Separate agreement for
furniture and fixtures

B Invoices of original
purchase by property seller

P If invoices are missing,
bank transfer proof

P Invoices of sale to new
buyer

|
il
f
\ )
i
. i
.
-

Preserving

these
doumentsisa
must for the
seller. |

¥25 lakh
Tax (@20%)
¥5 lakh Scenario 2

Buyer pays ~ ¥5 lakh classified as furniture and fixtures

¥5.25 lakh Sale amount | Furniture and fixtures | Capitalgains | Tax (@20%) Buyer pays

AP CHEY #1.05 crore #5 lakh 220 lakh | %4 lakh % akh stamp duty
Consequences Seller has to pay...
Inflating value of furniture *
and fixtures without CAPITAL gains tax 1% monthly PENALTY of either
supporting documents can on the_remammg interest on B 200% of due tax for misreporting
land the seller in trouble amount due tax or

with the tax department.

B 50% of due tax for underreporting

Graphic: Pranay Bhardwaj/Mint

COMMERCE
MINISTRY MAY
SEEK MORE FUNDS
FOR STARTUPS

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The commerce and
industry ministry may seek
more funds for startups in the
forthcoming Budget, to be
announced by the new govern-
ment, to promote innovation in
the country, an official has said.

The new government may
announce the Budget for
2024-25 in July.

The seed fund scheme,
announced in April 2021 with a
corpus of ¥945 crore, will end
in 2025, and the ministry may
consider proposing a new
scheme on similar lines.

The seed fund scheme was
aimed at providing financial
assistance to startups for proof
of concept, prototype develop-
ment, product trials, market-
entry, and commercialisation.

The fund was divided into
four years for providing seed
funding to eligible startups
through incubators across
India.

Easy availability of capital is
essential for entrepreneurs at
the early stages of growth of an
enterprise, and the capital
required at this stage often
presents a make-or-break situ-
ation for startups with good
business ideas, another official
said.

Varuni Khosla

lers prefer driving. For instance,

such as Shimla, Manali, Coorg,

Hospltahty firms in hills see a boom as mercury soars

varuni.k@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: As the sweltering
summer heat intensifies, hotels
in the hills are experiencing a
boom, with several companies
reporting a 30% increase in
occupancy and soaring reve-
nues.

Many five-star hotels are fully
booked, as summer vacations
commence across the country.
For the entire month of June, the
uber-luxury Oberoi-run Wild-
flower Hall in Shimla is charging
341,000-45,000 per night for a
regular room, roughly 50-60%
higher than the usual rates in
June, with at least three nights
already sold out. The top suite at
the same hotel is priced at

Pnpular destmatmns include Kashmlr Lch L{u:laldL Uttarakh'md

Himachal, Coorg, Munnar, Coonoor, and Wayanad.

approximately 1.9 lakh per
night. Similarly, the Six Senses
Vana in Dehradun is retailing for
395,000 per night, including
taxes.

Popular destinations include

ISTOCKPHOTO

Kashmir, Leh-Ladakh, Uttara-
khand, Himachal Pradesh, the
northeast, Coorg, Munnar, Coon-
oor, and Wayanad. This surge in
demand is also driving up air-
fares, even though many travel-

Delhi outbound airfares to desti-
nations like Darjeeling have
increased by 7-25% compared to
June 2023. Bagdogra fares have
risen by 25%, Dharamshala,
Shimla, Manali, and Srinagar by
16-17%, and Coonoor, Coorg, and
Munnar via Coimbatore by
about 8%, data from Thomas
Cook India showed, while online
travel agency Yatra Online Ltd.
has seen an uptick of 10-15% in
airfares to nearby airports serv-
ing hill stations like Shimla,
Manali, Coorg, Munnar and oth-
er's.

Daniel D'Souza, president,
and country head for holidays at
SOTC Travel, said, “Our online
searches for hill station hotels
have jumped by over 50% com-
pared to last year for locations

Darjeeling, and Gangtok. This
travel demand has significantly
increased hotel occupancy by
approximately 30%, with room
tariffs rising 8-15%.”

The company noted that hotel
prices have increased in areas
such as Darjeeling (10-14%),
Coonoor, Coorg, and Munnar
(5-14%), and Dharamshala,
Shimla, and Manali (8-12%).
Srinagar also saw a similar 12%
increase for both 4 and 5-star
properties. There is strong
demand from young profession-
als, with a surge in last-minute
and impulse bookings, and a
high interest in outdoor-adven-
ture experiences among couples,
DINKs (double income, no kids
couples), groups of friends, mil-
lennials, and Gen Zs.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

(7.3)

alcohol (5)

10 Be prominent in crime? (5,2)
11 Take only what is right? (5)
12 Pass over a region in chaos (6)

19 Become habit-free? (7)
21 Get hint about contract (7)
22 Swears and raves about (5)

(3-2,5)

DOWN

cooked (6)
Caustic word-play by a chap (7)
Heather is part American (5)

GO =) Oh un

Bills of fare {3,7)

13 A political favour? (7)

15 Have everybody behind you (7)
16 Hand over and retire (4,2)

18 Portable lamp (5)

20 Play involving a doctor and a
mother? (5)

t THE CROSSWORDS }

1 Is one thrown in unsettled car dispute?

8 We hear expressions of disapproval for

14 Main way to fasten sheets together (6)
17 Furnaces where links are forged (5)

23 Nominally it forms aloose attachment

2 | put on a perfectly good disguise (7)
3 Twitch and begin to wake perhaps (5)
4 Instructions provided for crepe one

They take orders from anybody (10)

PUZZLE 16882 © Gemini Crosswords 2018 All rights reserved

1 2 3

9 Qutspoken article written by G B Shaw (7) 10

12 13

17 18

21

23

4

16

19

] 6

i

11

14 15

20

22

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS
1 Close by (4,2,4)
8 Give as prize (5)

12 Instrumentality (6}

14 Magician supporting King
Arthur (6)

17 Test the flavour of {5}

19 Decline to vote (7)

21 Follow winding course (7)

23 Over alarge area (3,3,4)

9 General feeling of unease (7)
10 Triple-banked rowed galley (7)
11 Wash out in clean water (5)

22 Resume after interruption (5)

:DOWN

. 2 Avoiding the issue (7)
. 3 Long narrow hilltop (5)
. 4 Interfere (6)

. 5 Inarandom way (2,5)
. 6 Think fit (5)

. 7 At this very moment
 (433)

. 8 Then (2,4,4)

- 13 An English cheese (7)
15 Scholarly (7)

{16 Regular customer (6)
18 Muffler (5)

i 20 Scatter (5)

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTIONS (16881)
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Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.
{ WEATHER } ALMANAC TEMPERATURE IN
TEMPERATURE sHIGH =LOW Today is FOUR METROS
10th June 2024 Delhi
o 3 DhulHijgh W48 %
. mtaslra]fha, Shukla 44°c | 30°c
Paksha, 4
o Samyat 208] Mumbai
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY % Sunset: Monday 33°% | 27°
Heatwave Heatwave Heatwave at 0718 pm.
Sunrise: Tuesday H“:kata )
at 0522 am. 37°c | 30°%¢
< Moonrise: Mond
at?ﬁ:r:ms:m. g Chennai
M et: Monda <] Q
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India vs Pakistan: The hlghs and Iows

: i
.........

OPENERS DEPART EARLY WICI(ETS FALLIN A HEAP
Putinto batin the match interrupted by rain, India lost the openers Virat
Kohli (4) and skipper Rohit Sharma (13) early and were 19/2 in the third
over. No.3 Rishabh Pant had decent partnerships with Axar Pateland
Suryakumar Yadav and after 10 overs, they were 81/3. But the runs
started to dry up after that and India lost their last seven wickets for just

30 runs.

Indian bowlers
defend lowest
ever total in WC

Vivek Krishnan

vivek.krishnan@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sunday morning at
the Nassau County International
Cricket Stadium in Long Island,
New York began frustratingly tor
everyone present, anxiously
watching the dark clouds play hide
and seek and waiting for the action
between India and Pakistan to
unfold.

Once the long pause gave way
to a contest between bat and ball,
there was enough intrigue on a
slow and tricky surface to keep
everyone hooked even though the
result was familiarly in favour of
India. Rishabh Pant top-scored

with 42 off 31 balls as India were

bowled out for 119 in
19 overs. In
response, Pakistan
could only manage
113/7 in 20 overs, suf-
fering a six-run loss
that puts their future
in this T20 World
Cupin jeopardy. Jas-

[CCT20
WORLD CUP

innings moving, stitching together
a 39-run partnership for the third
wicket off 30 balls. Axar played
and missed quite a bit, but there
was also a ramp over slip for six
when Alridi pitched the ball short.
When Pakistan tried tosqueeze in
a quiet over with Iftikhar Ahmed,
Axar showed his nimble footwork
and hit the part-time spinner fora
four down the ground. Dancing
down the track didn't work against
Shah though, swishing at a good-
length delivery only to see the
stumps pegged back.

Pant, meanwhile, was typically
frenetic early on, moving all
around the crease and trying to
create different angles to find
vacant spaces on the outfield. He
didn't connect sweetly in the initial
few deliveries, but a
13-run 10th over,
bowled by Rauf,
helped Pant release
the handbrake.

India were 81/3
halfway into their
innings, which was
the ideal foundation
to build on at the

prit Bumrah was the

pick of the Indian
bowlers with figures
of 4-0-14-3. This is
the joint lowest total defended in
T20 World Cup history.

At the start of the day, the
inclement weather caused a delay
of 50 minutes to this much-antici-
pated clash before openers Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli strode to
the middle to face Shaheen Afridi
with the new ball. Just one over
into the innings, during which
Rohit played an eye-catching
pick-up shot over deep square leg
for six, a spitting drizzle again
returned, forcing the players to
head back to their dressing rooms
for another break.

When the rain finally stopped
for a 12pm (local time) resump-
tion, welcomed with a thunderous
roar at a stadium filled with a sea
of blue and pockets of green,
India’s batters could finally get
down to the task of facing a buoy-
ant Pakistan attack. The condi-
tions were ideal for bowling, as
they indeed were in the earlier
games at the venue thanks to
pitches with variable bounce and
excessive seam movement.

Theinterruption didn’t seem to
help Rohit and Kohli, both depart-
ing within the first three overs
while trying to find the boundary.
Kohli was caught by Usman Khan
at cover point off Shah. Rohit was
trying to replicate his earlier shot
for six against Afridi but only
picked out Rauf at deep square leg.

At19/2, it was Axar Patel rather
than Suryakumar Yadav who
came in, Perhaps the rationale was
to protect Suryakumar, who has
been susceptible versus Mitchell
Starc in the past, against Pakistan’s
left-armers in the first six overs.
Axar and Rishabh Pant got the

JUNE 2 TO JUNE 29

back end. Within the
next five overs, how-
ever, things unrav-
elled spectacularly for India as
Pakistan claimed four wickets for
just seven runs. While Rauf
accounted for Suryakumar Yadav,
Shah putan end to Dube’s visible
struggle by getting him caught and
bowled.

With the ball holding up on the
drop-in pitch, Amir thenremoved
Pant and Ravindra Jadeja off suc-
cessive deliveries in the 15th over.
The dismissals of Dube and Jadeja
had to do with the batters beinga
bit early into their shots.

When it was India’s turn to
bowl, they had to be spoton with
their lengths and mount early
pressure on Pakistan. Arshdeep
Singh didn’t quite do that, conced-
ing nine in the opening over. Rohit
turned to Bumrahin the third over
for a breakthrough. The pace
spearhead delivered his skipper’s
wish in the fifth, catching Babar
Azam in two minds and inducing
an edge to Suryakumar at first slip.
Mohammed Siraj was also prob-
ing in his first spell of 3-0-10-0.

With Axar and Hardik Pandya
removing Usman Khan and
Fakhar Zaman respectively, the
game hung in the balance with six
overs left — Pakistan needed 40
runs with seven wickets in hand.
That was when Bumrah delivered
another decisive blow, getting the
ball to beat Mohammad Rizwan's
heave and crash into the stumps.

The challenging surface meant
that Pakistan’s late flourish never
arrived. Only 14 runs were con-
ceded in the 17th and 18th overs,
leaving Pakistan with 21 to get in
the last two overs. That was
beyond their reach as Bumrah and
Arshdeep closed out.

: Pakistan

. M Rizwan b Bumrah
i BAzam ¢ Yadav b Bumrah 13(10)
i UKhan lbw Patel

. FZamancPantb Pandya
i | Wasim cPant b Arshdeep 15(23)
. SKhancPantbPandya  4(7)
i | Ahmed c Arshdeep b Bumrah 5(9)

i S Afridi not out 0(1)
: N Shah not out 10 (4)
i Extras(Ib4,nb1,w4) 9
. Total (for 7 wkts) 13
: FoW 1-26, 2-57,3-73, 4-80, 5-88, 6-102,
t 7-102.

Bowling Arshdeep 4-0-31-1, Siraj 4-

SCORECARD

India

R Sharma c Rauf b Afridi 13(12) :
V Kohli ¢ Usman b Naseem 4(3)
RPant c Azam b Amir 42 (31)
A Patel b Naseem 20 (18)
S Yadav c Amir b Rauf 7(8)
S Dube c & bNaseem 3(9)
H Pandya c Iftikhar b Rauf 7(12)
R Jadeja c Imad b Amir 0 (1)
A Singh not out 9(13)
JBumrah cIlmad b Rauf 0(1)
M Siraj not out 8(7)
Extras(lb1,nb1,w5) 7
Total (all out, 19 ovs) 120
FoW 1-12, 2-19, 3-58, 4-89, 5-95,

6-96, 7-96, 8-112, 9-112

Bowling Afridi 4-0-30-1, Naseem
4-0-21-3, Amir 4-0-23-2, Iftikhar 1-0-

0-24-2, Jadeja 2-0-10-0, Patel 2-0-11-1.

7-0, Imad 3-0-17-0, Rauf 3-0-21-3.

31(44)

13 (15)
13(8)

0-19-0, Bumrah 4-0-14-3, Pandya 4-

" TODAY'S
MATCH

Group D: Ban:
Time: 8PM (IST'

jladesh vs South Africa
Venue: New York
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NASEEM SPEARHEADS PAKISTAN'S BOWLING
. Aftera tough day against United States, the young pace bowlercameto :
: the fore with a three-wicket haul against India. He claimed the wickets
i of Virat Kohli, Axar Patel and Shivam Dube while conceding just 21 runs
i in his four overs. Rated extremely highly by experts in Pakistan, the 21-
: year-old is part of a four-pronged pace attack at this World Cup that

i includes Shaheen Afridi, Mohammad Amir and Haris Rauf.

: BUMRAH'S OPEHING BREAKTHROU GH
With India defending a paltry total of 119, Jasprit Bumrah needed to

Never

i deliver with the new ball. As expected, he didn't disappoint. Brought

i intothe attack by Rohit Sharma in the third over of Pakistan's innings,

i Bumrah got the big wicket of Babar Azam with a delivery that moved a
i fraction away and induced the batter's outside edge. Bumrah was

i unlucky to not get more wickets in that first spell.

Use Coupon:SIXER

Get s1>< days of free

storage*

Affordable & nearby storage for
your household & business needs!

Triple-Layer Packing Logistics Services
Insurance Coverage @ 24x7 Surveillance

: GAYLE STEALSTHE SHOW BEFDRE THE MATCH

: A packed Nassau County International Cricket Stadium, New York, saw

. former cricket stars turn up in numbers. Sachin Tendulkar, Yuvraj Singh,
i Shahid Afridi and Chris Gayle were all there. Gayle wore a unique blazer
i with one sleeve featuring the tri-colour and another green. He also

. went on to meet the players of both teams and got autographs on his

i blazer from Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and Pakistan skipper Babar Azam.

Rishabh at No. 3:
Living a charmed

life and lovmg it

Somshuvra Laha

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: The ball often doesn’t
go where Rishabh Pant wants
to. Make peace with it and you
might begin to wrap your head
around how Pant really goes
about batting.

Pakistan bowlers surely
didn’t get that memo, or else the
field wouldn’t have been so
straight at the start. Conven-
tional isn’t Pant’s style anyway.
And on a devious New York
pitch where sooner or later a
ball will get you, holding back
makes even less sense. Pant
understood that, threw caution
to the wind and walked out ofa
batting wreck with an innings-
topping 42 to once again show
why he is such a good fit at No.3
in T20s.

It was an approach fraught
with confusing consequences
though, and a fair share of
heart-in-the-mouth moments
for Indian fans. Mohammad
Amir was getting the ball to
seam, luring Pant into a drive
that caught a healthy edge but
probably too healthy to fly wide
of Iftikhar Ahmed’s out-
stretched hand at first slip on
the first ball of the sixth over.
Next ball, and this time Pant
hedged his bets on a whip off his
legs but the ball caught the lead-
ing edge and speared over cov-
ers, prompting Usman Khan to
valiantly scram back and
attempt the catch peering over
his shoulder. He couldn’t but
Pant still wasn't done giving the
shudders.

First ball of the ninth over,
Imad Wasim went full and wide
to Pant, prompting a slog sweep
that again caught a top edge but
fell just short of Khan running
in from deep square leg. That
Pant wasn't dissuaded by any of
these was evident by the way he
kept trying to reverse Wasim, Or
keeling over, paddling a full,
angling ball from Haris Rauf to
the left of the fielder at short
fine-leg for a boundary. Shots
like these tend to have a longer
lasting eftect than the more tra-
ditional boundaries — first over
mid-off, next picked off his legs
and eased to fine-leg — book-
ending it.

But that's what Pant is about.

\
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Rishabh Pant. REUTERS

Not much of a presence by way
of stance or backlift, with that
still head giving away very little
of what goes inside it, Pant has a
way of hoodwinking bowlers
into believing he is walking into
their trap.

Amir clearly had the upper
hand in each of the seven deliv-
eries bowled to Pant, but he still
scored 14 runs off him before
holing out to Babar Azam.
That's a strike rate of 200 in an
innings that finished at six runs
per over, where no other batter
had crossed 20. More impress-
ive is that overall strike rate of
135 on a day when Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav, Shivam
Dube, Hardik Pandya and
Ravindra Jadeja didn’t get
starts.

Unlike Pant, all of them tend
to bat straighter. That would
have been ideal on any other
track but not on that New York
pitch, and definitely not when
the ball is seaming. Luck played
a role, but crucial was the way
Pant let the ball come on to him
till the last second. Playing
behind the wicket is an effective
way to offset the perils of trying
to present the full face of the
bat. The channel outside off-
stump remains his weakness,
but Pant’s brilliance lies in bat-
ting around it. He cuts and
drives with pomp, but also
slogs, reverse sweeps and
ramps. Six fours, half of them
streaky but effective, underline
what Pant brings to the table
even on a lean day like this.

Comfortable wins for Australia, West Indies

Aditya Chaturvedi

aditya.chaturvedi@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: With the margins so
fine in T20 cricket, all it takes is
one mistake for the momentum to
shift decidedly. It could be a set
batter throwing away the wicket, a
dropped catch, or even something
assimpleasa throw to thewrong
end. For England, in their Group B
match against Australia at the
Kensington Oval, Barbados on Sat-
urday,itwas an incorrect “gut call”
by skipper Jos Buttler that sent the
defending champions hurtling to a
36-run defeat.

With England winning the pre-
vious edition of the T20 World Cup
and Australia the one before that,
the arch-rivals were expected to
lightupa tournament that's been
hampered by a string of low-scor-
ing, one-sided contests.

And they did that, for the most
part. Australia posted 201/7 — the
first 200-plus total of this edition —
and England began the chase
strongly, only to lose steam in a
curious fashion to finish on 165/6.

The blunder, though, happened
early in the clash as Buttler won

the toss and decided to give the
second over to Will Jacks. The ofi-
spinner and top-order batter, who
had bowled just nine overs in eight
games at an economy-rate of 1111
for RCB in IPL 2024, was up
against two of the most devastat-
ing openers in David Warner and
Travis Head.

Jacks was taken for 22 runs by
the two left-handers and wasn't
called to bowl a second over.Ona
pitch that offered considerable
variable bounce as the match pro-
oressed, this push at the start set
Australia on their way. They got to
74[2 — their highest-ever power-
play total in T20 World Cups —
and set England a daunting target.

After Warner (39 off 16) and
Head'’s (34 off 18) assault initially,
skipper Mitchell Marsh (35 off 25)
and Glenn Maxwell (28 off 25)
weren't at their fluent best. But the
in-form Marcus Stoinis (30 off 17)
and Matthew Wade (17* off 10)
brought the scoring rate back up.

“It was a gut call to go with
Jacksy,” said Buttler after the
game, “Hindsight's very easy, to
make different decisions. We
talked a lot in the build-up about

West Indies’ Akeal Hosein (L) celebrates the 134-run victory over Uganda. PTI

potentially bowling two overs of
spin straightaway against the two
left-handers. He's a very good
option with his off-spin. He's done
that role well in [PL and I made a
gut call today, having seen Moeen
Ali's first over (that went for three
runs). But they hit some good
shots. It was a call that probably
didn’t come off today.”

England, too, were off to a
bright start with the bat. With Josh
Hazlewood and Mitchell Starc
being a bit erratic with the new
ball, Buttler (42 off 28) and Phil
Salt (37 off 23) played some attract-
ive strokes to take the defending
champions to 73/0 in seven overs.
But that's when Adam Zampa
joined the attack and the Aussies

began to pull things back.

The leg-spinner, who won the
Player-of-the- Match award for his
spell of 2/28, cleaned up Salt off his
first delivery with a superbslider.
From there, despite having a solid
platform to build on, England put
together an incredibly timid chase.

From the eighth over to the
17th, England had just one over

with more than 10 runs scored.
Jacks (10 off 10) and Jonny Bairs-
tow (7 off 13), in at No.3 and No.4
respectively, could never get going
as England kept falling behind.

Hosein shines for Wi
PROVIDENCE: Left-arm spinner
Akeal Hosein's career-best figures
of 5/11 decimated an inept Ugan-
dan batting line-up as the West
Indies romped to a 134-run victory
in a Group C match at the Guyana
National Stadium.

Set adaunting target of 174, the
World Cup debutants looked com-
pletely out of their depth in being
routed for 39 off 12 overs.

The score equalled the record of
the Netherlands against Sri Lanka
at the 2014 tournament for the
lowest innings total in the T20
World Cup.

Brief scores: Australia 201/7
(Warner 39, Marsh 35, Head 34,
Stoinis 30). England 165/6 (Buttler
42 Cummins 2/23, Zampa 2/28).
Aus won by 36 runs.

WI1173/5 (Charles 44, Russell 30*
Masaba 2/31). Uganda 39 in 12 ovs
(Hosein 5/11, Joseph 2/6). Wl won
by 134 runs.
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Russell on pole
after dead heat

MONTREAL: George
Russell beat Max
Verstappen to pole for the
Canadian GP when the
pair shared a best lap time
of one minute and 12.000
seconds. The Briton took
the prime starting spot
because he set his lap time
earlier in the session.
“Amazing, amazing!” said
a delighted Russell on
Mercedes team radio.
“Right, now we've got a
race to win!”

BFI brings back

Flemming as coach

CHENNAI: The Basketball
Federation of India
brought back Scott
Flemming as the head
coach of the men’s
national team. Flemming,
also the head coach of the
Indian team between 2012-
15, had formerly served as
the Senior Director of
Basketball Operations of
NBA India.

Sanjivani bags top
spot in 10,000m

PORTLAND: Asian
Championships bronze
medallist Sanjivani Jadhav
won the women's 10,000m
at the Portland Track
Festival High-
Performance Meet
clocking a personal best of
32:22.77 seconds. Avinash
Sable clocked 8:21.85
seconds in men’s 3000m
steeplechase to finish
second.

Nagal to rise to 77
with Challenger win

MUMBAI: Sumit Nagal
inched closer to a singles

Alcaraz rules Roland Garros,

rekindles a Spanish tradition

Becomes youngest
male player to win his
first three Slams,
making it 3-out-3 in
finals by downing
Germany’s Alexander
Zverev in five sets

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick. mehta@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Coupe des Mous-
quetaires does land in the hands
of a Spaniard, after all. Just not
the one we've been too used to
seeing bully opponents in Paris
over the last decade-and-a-hallf,
but the one with a child-like
smile weTe increasingly growing
into. Carlos Alcaraz, the heir
apparent to Rafael Nadal, is fast
spreading his command. And
has now taken over an empire
his idol built and bossed 14 years
over, for which the wide-eyed
kid would rush home from

school tocatch a glimpseon TV
or sit on the outer lawns of

Roland Garros staring at the
big screen.

There he was on Sunday, |
right in the heart of its most
prestigious court of Philippe-
Chatrier, slumping to the red
dirt, living his childhood specta-
cle for real.

He'd just battled over four
hours and beaten Alexander
Zverev 6-3, 2-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2 in the
final for his first French Open
title and third Grand Slam. He'd
just joined a rich Spanish heri-
tage of champions at Roland
Garros — from Nadal to Sergi

(4

Prince of Clay

Carlos Alcaraz extends a regal tradition
of Spanish domination at the Roland
Garros, beating Germany's Alexander

Zverev in the final.

' DURATION: 4 HOURS, 19 MINUTES

SETT

YOUNGEST
PLAYER

TO WIN GRAND SLAM
TITLES ON 3 DIFFERENT
SURFACES - HARD, GRASS
AND CLAY

SET 2

PREVIOUS SLAMS

2023
Wimbledon

YOUNGEST MEN TO WIN
FIRST THREE GRAND SLAMS

@

BORG

20 years

@ 1976
Wimbledon

2

@ 2024

ALCARAZ
21years, 1 month

French Open

3

CONNORS
22 years

@ 1974

US Open

® Emulated Roger
Federer, Stan
Wawrinka, Gustavo
Kuerten, Stefan
Edberg, Bjorn Borg
and Jimmy Connors

® Only Wawrinka and Conners have
done that in different slams.

® Alcaraz now has more majors
than any male player born in
the 1990s - only Dominic Thiem
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Tomar becomes
first Indian to
win a UFC bout

HT Correspondent

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.con

NEW DELHI: Puja Tomar created
history on Sunday by becoming
the first fighter from India towina
bout in the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC), the biggest
mixed martial arts promotion in

the world. The 28-year-old
achieved the feat in the straw-

spot at the Paris Olympics Bruguera to Nadal’s coach Car- it N S g weight (52ke) division of UFC Lou-  Puja Tomar. INSTAGRAM
by winning the ATP los Moya to his own coach Juan by ?“'"T"g h'; ﬁ?ft 3 glnd Daniil II:‘Ed""E [ievtﬂa YLD isville when she beat Brazil's Ray-

Heilbronn Challenger on Carlos Ferrero. me!jnrls fom the first be:?m ( iﬁc t} damn;g o anne Amanda dos Santos witha  when she knocked out the Viet-
Sunday. The 95th-ranked No one in the history of the 3 finals. HE (R Lot HELauc split decision verdict 30-27,27-30,  nam-origin fighter Bi Dieu Nguyen

Indian’s 6-1, 6-7(5), 6-3 win
over Swiss Alexander
Ritschard in the final is set
to take him to a new
career-high 77 on Monday,
which is also the cut-off
date for Paris
qualification. With 56
direct berth from the
rankings but with a limit
of four per nation, Nagal
might sneak through. This
was his second Challenger
title of the year after also
winning in Chennai.

India lose to Great
Britain in Pro League

LONDON: PR Sreejesh's
stunning save from the
spot was not enough as
India, who conceded just
38 seconds into the match,
lost 2-3 to Great Britain in
the men’s FIH Pro League
match on Sunday.

game has won Slams across
hard, grass and clay courts ata
younger age than Alcaraz, 21.
2022 US Open was a break-
through, 2023 Wimbledon his
dream, yet 2024 French Open,
dare we say, more impressive.,

Simply given the backdrop of
mental and physical doubts.
Alcaraz endured a difficult back
end of 2023 and beginning of
2024, not winning a title from
July until March (Zverev, inci-
dentally, beat him in the Austra-
lian Open quarter-final). Then
came the right forearm injury
that sucked the meat out of his
ferocious forehands and side-
lined him from the lead-up event
in Rome ahead of the French
Open.

“The last month we were
struggling a lot... a lot of doubts
coming here,” Alcaraz said on
court.

He remained far from his best
even across the last couple of
weeks but, in echoing the words

of his idol, Alcaraz found joy in
“suffering”. Be it in a five-set
scrap against Jannik Sinner in
the semi-finals, or the five-set
dogfight with Zverev —the Ger-
man has now lost his second
major final —on Sunday.

A nervy affair

Alcaraz was the younger of the
two even though more experi-
enced on the Slam final stage.
Yet both showed equal nerves.
Zverev began with two double
faults to be broken right away
and so was Alcaraz after a dou-
ble fault of his own.

Alcaraz gradually brought his
dictating baseline game and
damaging forehand to the fore,
extracting a couple of errors
from either wing of Zverev to
break again to love. For the Ger-
man, a lot hinged on his big first
strike but with the first serve win

percentage down to 48% for the
setand Alcaraz turning up with
his bagful of tricks — ground-
strokes, drops, volleys, slices —
the opening set lay emphatically
in the Spaniard's bag.

From 40-love and out of
nowhere, Alcaraz had to clean
up a hold fending off three break
chances. Like in the momentum-
shifting semis with Sinner, Alca-
raz's stroke efficiency and direc-
tion went awry. A missed over-
head smash, a couple of
unforced errors and a shanked
forehand saw Zverev break for
3-2.

Zverev's own strengths were
picking up — his first serve win
percentage jumped to 80% —
and he was now coming on top
of the funky stuff too. Like
responding to an excellent Alca-
raz pick-up volley with an exqui-
sitely angled backhand cross-

court volley. Striking more win-
ners off the forehand than
Alcaraz (7 to 6) to complement
his backhand solidity (1 unforced
error to Alcaraz’s 8), Zverev
waltzed through the set winning
five straight games.

Through the end of that set
and start of the third, Zverev
fired three love holds. Alcaraz
changed things by returning a
lot closer to the baseline than by
the advertising board. The
aggressive intent paid off as he
dented Zverev’'s serve to love in
the sixth game after the latter
slipped on the first point.

What then slipped, again, was
Alcaraz’s level. An error-strewn
couple of service games, includ-
ing for the set, brought his oppo-
nent right back. It was all Zverev
sought to zoom past, winning
four straight games.

An unhappy Alcaraz shook

his head, yet shook things up in
no time to win four straight
games of his own. The sting
went out of Zverev's serves — the
first serve win percentage was
down in the forties again —and
sodid his fight in the fourth set.

Alcaraz held the edge and
experience in one-set shootoffs
in a Slam final; he’d won his lone
fifth-setter for the Wimbledon
title and Zverev had lost his to
surrender the 2020 US Open
title. And that showed. Zverev
fluffed two putaways at the net
and littered a double fault to be
broken in the third game. Alca-
raz fended off four break chan-
ces the next game — an out call
on second serve at 15-40 was
overruled by the chair umpire—
to hold on.

To the game, set, match,
championship and the Spanish
legacy in Paris.

29-28 on Saturday night.

Tomar’s bout was the first on
the card and went the distance -
three rounds of five minutes each.
Coming from a family of jiu4itsu
black belts, Rayanne went on the
offensive early but Tomar used the
kicks to secure vital points.

Hailing from Budhana village in
western UP's Muzaffarnagar,
Tomar made waves last year when
she became the first Indian
woman fighter to secure acontract
with UFC. Before Tomar, Anshul
Jubli and Bharat Kandare repre-
sented India in UFC, as did Cana-
da-based Arjan Singh Bhullar. A
former national champion in
Waushu, Tomar has also competed
in other prize lighting competi-
tions such as Matrix Fight Night
(MFN) and One Championship.

Her career in One Champion-
ship didn’t go beyond four bouts,
all of which she lost. She then
moved to MFN in 2021 and stayed
there for four seasons. Her crown-
ing glory there was in MFN 10

in November 2022 to take the
strawweight title. Tomar defended
her titlein 2023, beating Anastasia
Feofanova of Russia. Currently
based at Soma Fight Club in Bali,
Indonesia, the 5 feet 1 inch fighter
is nicknamed “The Cyclone” for
her powerful and imposing style.

Delighted with her debut win,
Tomar told Sony Sports Network:
“This win is not my win. This win
is for all Indian fans and all Indian
fighters. Before, everyone thought
that Indian fighters did not stand
anywhere. I only thought I have to
win and show the world that
Indian fighters are not losers.”

“Walking out with our Indian
song and the Indian flag gave me
goosebumps and made me feel
proud,” she said. Tomar's current
professional win-loss record
standsat9-3, six of her wins com-
ing via knock-outs. Tomar lost her
father at the age of 12 and began
training in combat skills “to pro-
tect her family”, as per an inter-
view to UFC.com.
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DELHI: Crystal Toyota (Shahdara) Ph: 8447449459, Espirit Toyola (Mathura Road) Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 1800-1035686; Galaxy Toyola (Moti Nagar) Ph: 011-41877777, 8448293658, Galaxy Toyofa (Lajpat Nagar) Ph: 011-46577777, 9599788513, Galaxy Toyota (Shalimar Place) Ph: 011-40011111, 8599788514,
Galaxy Toyota (Chattarpur) Ph: 011-66763666, 9870191014; Galaxy Toyota (Dwarka) Ph: 011-43477777, 7838193193, MGF Toyota (Raja Garden) Ph: 9711303021, 9810193712; Uttam Toyota (Patparganj) Ph: 8810907071, Faridabad: Thiny Six Toyola (Main Mathura Road) Ph: 0129-4293636, 8800333636; Gurugram;
IJM Toyola (Boulevard Il, Secto-47, Gurugram-Sohna Road) Ph: 9512295122, 8289670701; MGF Toyota (MGF Mega City Mall, M.G. Road) Ph: 9910067020, 98186899964, 7428534708; MGF Toyota (Global Foyer Mall, Golf Course Road, Sec-43) Ph: 0124-4596800, 9810922552, 9899907309; MGF Toyola (Sec-50)
Ph: 0124-4415566, 8527565522, 9999798428, Ghaziabad: Utlam Toyota (Meerut Road) Ph: 9810907071, Gr. Nolda: Espirit Toyota Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 1800-1035686; Nolda: Uttam Toyola (Sec-63) Ph: 9810907071, Espirit Toyota (Sec-8) Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 1800-1035686. HARYANA: Ambala:
Globe Toyota Ph: 9807680680, 9729549128, Bahadurgarh: Satyam Toyota Ph: 01276-224100, 8295908030; Fatehabad: Malik Toyota (NH-10) Ph: 8572888830; Hissar: Malik Toyota (NH-65) Ph: 9996788826, 9995788829, 9996788832, Jind: Globe Toyota Ph: 9807680680, 9720549128; Kaithal: Globe Toyota (Ambala Road)
Fh: 9807680680, 9729543128; Karnal: Globe Toyota (G.T. Road) Ph: 8807680680, 8729549128, Panipat: Globe Toyota (G.T. Road) Ph: 8807680680, 9729549128; Palwal: Thirty Six Toyota (Delhi-Mathura Road) Ph: 8199900187, 8189900186; Rewari: Uttam Toyota (511, Near Sector-3, South City Bypass Road) Ph: 881090707 1;
Rohtak: Satyam Toyota Ph: 01262-243400, 8813088123; Sirsa: Malik Toyota (Dabwali Road) Ph: 8572868801, 8572888880, 8572888881, Yamunanagar: Globe Toyota Ph: 9807680680, 9729549128 UTTAR PRADESH: Agra: Sunny Toyota Ph: 18001234404 (Toll Free No.), 9839120013, Aligarh: Mascot Toyota
Ph: 8379722233, 7351122333; Hathras: Mascot Toyota (Sasni Road, Ruheri) Ph: 8979722233, 7351122333; Etah: Mascot Toyota (G.T. Road) Ph: 8979722233, 7351122333; Bareilly: Commercial Toyota Ph: 9927025894, 9568009805; Meerut: Grand Toyota Ph: 9690904448, 9690016065; Moradabad: Commercial Toyota
Ph: 8690324444, UTTARAKHAND:; Dehradun: Trust Toyota (Ballupur Chowk) Ph: 7253998643, 7253999610, 7253999666, Trust Toyota (Dehradun-Haridwar Road) Ph: 7253999643, 7253999610, 7253999666, Trust Tayota (Haridwar-Roorkee Highway) Ph: 9520869038, 7253999628; Trust Toyola (Kotdwar Pauri Garhwal)
Ph: 9520869038, 7253999628; Haldwanil: Commercial Toyota Ph: 9927912500, 8937001250, Rudrapur: Commercial Toyota Ph: 8937001257, 8937001250. RAJASTHAN: Alwar: Aravali Toyota Ph: 7727009101, 7727009103.
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