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[srael Kills 210 in Gaza

*President Abbas calls for emergency UN Security Council session on Nuseirat carnage
*4 hostages rescued, special forces officer slain in operation *4 soldiers die in [ED blast

Arab Mews J=dcdan

Israell forces rescued

Tour hostages held by
Hamas since Oclober In a
raid in Gaza on Saturday
that Palestinian ofticlals
sald Killed 210 people,

one of the single bloodiest
Isracli assaults of the eight-
maonth-old war.

The bhostage rescue  opera-
Hom and an Intense accormpa-
nylng alr sssault ook place in
central Gaza's Museirat, a densely
built-up and often embattled area
in the conflict between Israel and
Hamas.

An officer in the [:-:'-I:II":":'-. sChild
cotnterterronsm unil was Kilked
in the operatio,

Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas called lor an emergency
LN Security Council session on
“the bloody massacre that was
carried out by the Israeli forces.”

CrilEan lhil'..'lll:ll:'l.lll':'-.
resicenits sald the assaull Kilked
scores of people and left mangied
bodics of men, women and
children strewn around a mearket-
place and & mosoguee.

aocial medha foolage
bodies spilling  entrails
hiloasdsiained sirevis

“Tt was like a hormor movie but
this was a real massacre, [sracli
drones and warplanes fired all
nizht randomly at peopde’s haouses
and at peapde who tried 1o flee the
area”™ sid Fiad 45 a parameciic
and ressicnt of Nuseirat,

Emergency  response  teams
sought to ferry the dead and
wounded o hospital in the
neartyw city of Deir Al-Halah baxt

/ Fﬁf‘ BHEF

~ REST STATIONS

The UAE is opening 6,400
rest stations for delivery riders
to help them combat the hot
sumrner months. PT

MODI'S OATH

India"s incumbent Premier
Marendra Maodi ancd his Cabineel
will take an oath of offece [or a

third term on Sunday. P8

“SAUDI CAR SALES ™

The Saudi automative market
stirges aheid, Gominating over
half of the GOC car sales and
claiming a spot among the Lop
20 global markeds, P11

and

showi]
ol

| -

A medlo at Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital walts to recslve an Injured Palestinlan following the lsroell bombardment in the Gaza Strip on Saturday. 45 P

T he alrstrd kes barnt
Ll denis, the enids ame
me Hing and the people’s

holies are also melting.

& Gorn regidora ot e
Whais HooO X in Pafan

many bodies were still lying in
the streets, including around the
market disirlet, Ziad and other
resichenis sabd.

Two people were Eilled on
Saturday m an lsracli airstrike
on the outskirts of the southern
Lebaness town of Adtaroun.

Meamwhile, Fomar Israels

saldiers were killed and several
wonnded in Gaza Citys Leitoun
nelghborbood on Friday, They
were il by an explosive device
or devices 1inoan alleyway, said
Lsrael’s army.

Elsewhere, thousands of people
miarched through central London
i Parliament on Saturckay calling

GUESTS OF GOD

for a pormaneni ccasefire in
the Gaza-[srael war.

Pridesters waved Pabes-
tindann Aags and chanted: “End
the genocide™ and “Fres,
free Palestine.”

*Helnted reports norn B4
= Opindon: Yossl Mekelberg o000 !

NFINALLY

CELEBRATE

SINcE 1975

Yemenis’
abduction
Oy Houthis
slammed

Saced Al-Batatl ~-1

Human rights groups on Saturday
strmongly denounced the Houthis®
ahduction of scores of Yemenis
warking for the UN amd for US
EFEaniEatlons in Yemen,

Yermnenl Human Raghits
Minister Ahmed Arman  said
cn Friday that the Iran-backed
militia had kidnapped around 50
Yemeni personnel from variouws
UN agencies, the US Embassy,
US-funded MNGOs, amd  other
firElgm ofganizallons in Sanaa
alter storming thelr resicences

The Houthis also reportedly
abducted Yemenmi workers in
other Yemeni provinces under
ihveir control,

On Saturday. Arman (odd Arab
News that the Houthis had
resypmed their rmids on residences
N Sanaa amd abcducted  more
Yemenks working for  orcign
organizations, bt did not provide
the names of those people or the
organlzatkons they work for,

In a joant statement, 118 Yemen
human nghts organzations
said the Houthi intelligence and
security services had conduocted
sirmtltaneous ralds on the hommses,
of Yemenks working for the UN
and other international orgam-
Falions in  Sanaa, Hodeidah,
Saaca, and Amran, abducting
them and taking their mobade
phones and laptops.

“The Houthi militia’s continuwed
crimes constitute a batant breach

of national and international
laws and stancarnds, as well as a
manifest disrespect for all mter
national and regional attempts
aimed at restoring pesce in the
country,” the Yemeni groups said.

Saudi girl scouts help Hajj pilgrims in Makkah, Madinah

Women playing pivotal roles in various sectors as their participation in national development growing

HAJJ
2024

Arab News Jedcah

The Sawedh Arabian Boyv Scouls
Association has enlisted more
than 220 membsers from the Sandi
il Scout Commitiee to help
pilgrims chiring Hajl.
Abctilrakirman Ad-Dlupcdnires,
depauty chairman of the associa-
Liin, |‘I1|.|||‘|.'|:-.i.'.| i 1= CrrumiE e

o increasing the participabtion of

gir] seouts insuch camps

“The aim is 10 empower Soung
girls, harmess their energies and
abilities, and broaden their oppor-
tunifees lor voluntécr work,” he

Thi inftlative

commitmeant to
empower and
support Saudl
e, Siippded

S S—

i ..l.

that this inktatlve
15 4 sep ol CTESUNnE equel
opportunities for both male and
female vouth in Saudi society.
Commending e

sitlcl, adcling

ellors ol

Princess Sama bint Faisal bin
Abdullah, chairwoman of the
sandi  Girl Scout  Committes,
Al-Mudaires saidk  "Princess
sama’s dedication to ensuring the
presence of girl scouts in diverse
volunleer activitkes has proven
imnstrumentil In ther achiese-
mints and contnbutions,” he saicd
Last year, 150 members of the
sandl  Girl Scouts Commities
served pllgrims ot Eing Falsal
Hospital in Makkah, and guicded
them in cooperation with the
Mirvistry of Hagi and Umrah,

The participation of Saoddi

girls in national development
has been steadily growing, with
them now playing pivotal rofes in
various sectors, including volun
teering and community service,
said a report.,
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Char marine environment is an
important wealth that we must
preserve and enhance [ts sustainabilioy,
Ahmod Al-Khateob

H o Do ST e T
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Diving

Discover the mysteries of the
underwater world. Instructors
will takie divers through the basics
o emsure the best experience and
safely, The sesson taikes place

on Friday and can be booked
through experiences.suplift.com,

audi Minister of State for
Foreien Affadrs and Climate
Ernvioy Adel Al-Fubeir headed
the Ringdom’s delegation al the
high-level event on ecean action *Im-

Riyad

Nakheel Al-Ammaria

Engw simmimer days with fnends
and family while creating memo-
ries through recreational activities,
Book through enjov.sa,

1heRe

THE FECTURES THAT gﬂhﬂﬂ THE DAY

mersed in Change,” which took place in
the Costa Rican caplial, San Jose,

The evend, heled Detween June 7-8,
discussed best practices and expericnoes
related o ocean management. [ also

ISter

hizhlighted the most important topics
related to intemational ocean conserya-
Hon and addressed the pressing envirmogn-
meeiital crisas affecting oceans, the Saudi
Fress Apency reporied on Saturday,

Ell-l.h obar
150 Beach Clab

With summer in full boom, the 180
Beach Club is offening the perfect
escape, featuring Hye musae, food
and] water activities. Book throwgh
khobarplatmumbst.net.

| GOT RID OF MY PHONE'

Ed Sheeran

Gramms-winnet Ed Shoeran

‘ hias revealed that he has nod
¢ had & phone since almost 2005
The sitager sl songwiiier

appeared on the talk show Therapaess with
Jakr Shane. The fun fact came up when he
offered o give the host Shane his emadl in-
etesac of oihvirse liim his noesbser “T don't have
i uameseEr, Ehal st ||||‘|_||:|:+'i|||;||I1-|'i1|'|r'_|"

Sheeran said that e moved evervihing
v emad] o which he responds oace i
weels: “1just was kosing real-lile interac-
o, so 1 got med of my phone”

He realized m 2005 that he had an over
whelming amouni of contacts: *[ had the
e ninmber froen like, age 15, 1 thimk and
1ot Farrwonns awrwd T hiaed 10,0000 comtacts in
mry phone Chad wourld just ... people woudd
st bext the whole time. And I was nest
constanthy in towch with a kot of people.”

Riyadh

Padel

Try a gamee of padel, a racket sport
of AMexdcan origin, typically plaved
in padrs on an enclosed court stighi-
Iy smaller than a doubles lennis
ool Further details can be found
o experiences.suplift com

'HIT MAN

I E /{ (] JH HTI'EI]dlI]g Towlerys fot topics explained by Ameera Abid

Richard Linklaler

Hichard Linklater's noir
comedy "Hit Man,” inspired
by real events, has been
Feceiving rave reviews.

The movie was co-wrilten by the film
star Glen Powell, The star-studded cist
includes Adria Arjona, Austin Amello
andd Mally Eate Bernard

In a deep dive shared on the Nethifs
wehsite, Linklater said that the moyie “is
aboant a kot of things™

“Tt's aboat kdentity and selfl and pas-
s Bt on & |_||-::-I_ Jeriis], 108 Juest a g
who gets i a hittle too deep,” Linklater
saicl “His passions bead himina
direction where he's deceiv-
ing somece he's in love
with, and being someone
else .. they have Lo deal
with those repercussions.”

Arjona saidd that the
chemistry between Lhe
two leading characters camie
easy. When she first met
Glen Powell, they spent four
hours talking, “We
were both doing
Sober January,
and an hour

|

into dimmner, we were both cutting loose,
drinking tequila and celebrating the
[act that we were going to do this moyvie
together,”

“Sitting down with Adria the first time,
it felt like the best first date, bot also like
[ Bmown her forever™ Powell added.

The movie is currently rated 98 per-
cent on Rotten Tomatoes

i@ brockwilbur said on X: ""Hit Man®
is worth watching just for the scene
ol Glen Powell doing his best Patrick
Eateman™

e EdewishIOS posted: “IF Tilda Swinton
Glen Powell isn't your favorite Glen
Powell in "Hit Man, what are you do-
g with vour life?”

aPoorOld el Tomy said on X: =1
woke up this moming and while |
wis metting ready 1 remembered
‘Tt Man® caine oul on Netflix,
=0 | thiresy it on and watched the
first 30 minutes again. Richard
Linklater and Glen Powell wrote
a clamn near perfect
s reenplay
| ancd il's 5o
% immoediately
apparent.”

e —————————

lodqys
Number

3Om

The Ministry of Tslamic Afsirs,
Call and Guidance recently
broadcast more than 25 million
text messages through all mobile
phvone opeerators of telecommmni-
catbons companies in the Kingdom
A% i ol LThe Tslamic awareres
work on Hap [or this vear, Saudh
Press Agency reported,

Review

‘Grit’

HEEBEHI ALSHAMMARI

In “Grit: The Power of Passion
and Persoverance,” Angela
Duckwarth challenges the dea
that natural talant is the sola
reclpe for succoss

Duckworth arguas that
a powearful combiratson of
passion and parsaveranos,
which she terms “grit,” is a
far more reliable predictor of
achlavameant

Duckworth delves into
the concept of grt through
captivating stones of West
Poért cadets, speling bee
champlons, and everyday
individuals, She weaves
together research and personal
anacdotes to llustrate the
importance of long-term goals,
sustained ffort, and I:II:III..lI'II:|I'I.E
back from setbacks

Grit is not just about blind
hard work:; it s about working
armart and strategically.
Duckwoarth amphasizes the
power of deliberate practics,

a focused approach to honing
your skills and mastering a
craft.

The book offers a refreshing
and empowering perspective
an the path to success. It
acknowledges the role of
talent but underscores the
significance of dedication and
a never-ghhe-up atiitude,

“Grit” l= a motivating read
that will inspire you to identify
WoLr |:|-.1.|=5-i-|:.|r|:: and pursue them
witth unvavering determination.
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& The Chocolate Factory at Jheil,
Lebanon, s inviting peoplde to
fulhll a childhood dream to see,
smell, touch, and taste chooolate
in a fully automatic Factory amd
bearm aboaal e production pro-
pes=, from raw materials to emd
products. The tour takes place
every Satormlay until Sept. 28,

& The Gulf Bride Show 2024
gathers designers, artists, profes-
sionals, corporite manulactur-
ers, and related sectors with an
aucdience to see the latest trends
ire the bride supply world. Held at
ihe Abu Dhabl National Exhibi-
ton Centine untld June 9.

& Catar Auto Museum's A
Seak Peck” exhibition explores

the past, present, and future of
Uhe automobdle anc s impact
ot gelovbal Dife and culture, 11 abso
colebrates the mission to drive
culiure forwarnd and to inspire
the next seneration of innova-
ROTs, (ESIETIETR, CNENeETs,
collectors, amnd policymakers
through a shared passion for
cars. The exhibation will run
uritil Jan, 26, 2025,

Prayer Times in SaudiArabia
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Stromatodites are a vestige of
thee carliest life on Earth.

Wodker Vahrenkamp
Frofeasr of goalogy Gl KALIST

.,
¥
[

18
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donathan Gormall Lordon

Il was someLhing of an
accidental discovery,

admits Volker
Vahrenkamp with a smile.

“Somelimes, these things need a
Itz luck.”

Vahrenkamp, a professor of
eealogy at King Abdullah Univer-
sty of Science and Technology
i Thuwal, on Sawdi Arabies Fed
Sea coast, had sel ot with a team
of colleapues to take a closer look
at a coastal geological phenom-
enon they had spotied on satel-
lite images. The so-called toepee
structures, a tent-shaped backling
of sedimentary deposits  foumnd
i inderticksl sones, are valuable
indicators  of  environmental
changes, ancient and modern.

The team was delighted to
discover there were examples
virtually on thedr doorstep — st
#0001 km up the coest from KAUST,
off the southern tp of Sheybarah
[sland, best ko for Red Sea
Global’s luxury tourssm resort of
the same name,

“There aren't really many mood
examples of teepee structures,
where people can study how they
[orm,.” Vahrenkamp told Amb
MNews,

“Then we spotted this, and it's
the maost spectacular example that
['tr asware of ™

The satellite images had shown
that there were two tecpes elds
in the slands mtertidal 2one and,
aller a short boat (rip across from
the mainland on a converted
fishing boat, "we landed on the
island, examined one ficld, and
then started walking across io the
)1

Amd then, as they crossed the
foreshore  betweoen  the e,
“we literally stepped on these
sEroEatolites™

stromatolites are Livered rock-
like structures created by timy
mucrobes, individually invisible to
e maked eve, some of which trap
st in Uheir fillament=

Living on rocks in the imtertidal
zone, they are covered and uncov-
ered daily by the coming and
godng of the tides and, in a process
known s hismineralization,
showly  transform  the dissolved
minerals and sand grains they
capture into a sodid muss,

Human beings, and every other
living thing on Earth that relies on
OXVEeN 10 survive, owe their very
existence o the tiny, so-called
cyanotacioria thal have  been
creatmg stromatofites for akout 3.5
billion years.

Cyvanohacteria were one of the
firsa lileforms on Earih, at a dme
when the plinets atmosphens
ponsEted mainly of cart=on dioxde
and methane, When they emerged
aboul A5 billion vears ago, they

KAUST sclentists In-u-'l:l'ln 'l'l:l'l:IrI'II:lilitEIl fiedd [ main} off Bheybarah

possessed a particular skill — the
abiflity 1o generate energy from

siunlight.

This process, photesynithesss,
B @ cruechal by-product — oxveen
Scientists now believe that the
muCTscopic  cyanobacteria  were
respomisitde for the biggest thing
that ever happened on the planet
— the Great Omodation Event,
which smw Earth® atmosphere
transfiormexd and set the soene for
the evolation of oxyveprn-depen
chend Life as we now knowy it

Most stromatolites  today  are
merely fossdls. As other life on
Earth developed, they lost their
foothald in the planet's oceans to
oompetilons, such as coral reels,

In a few places in the world,
however, “modern® livimg
siromatolites, “analoss for their
ancient counterparis” as Vahren-
Karmp parts L, cofviimnase i ZToa,

“Stromatolites are a  vestige
of the carhest life on Earth” he
said. “They muded the Earth for an
incredible persod of tme, about 3
billion years.

"Today they are part of the rock
record i many parts of the world,
bul from these old rocks WS
impossibde to work ol what tyvpe
of mocrobes were invodved  and
exactly how they did what they
did” Thats why the discovery of
a rare colony of living stromato-
litess, such as the one ofF Sheyvharah
[slaml, 1= such a @it to geolossts,
biologists  and  envirommenital
scienfsts. “When you fimd a

Spotlight
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A short stroll along the beach,
one glant leap back in time

Geological structures discovered ofl Saudi Arabias Red Sea coast offer glimpse of how life originated on Earth

— o

INNUMBERS

400km

Distance of teepes fields
from KAUST campus

bn

Yours whan rock-lke
stromatolites ruled the Earth

120m

Meatars by which sea level
wias lower during last lce Age

g

PR WP -
Isiand |Inset and below), now a Red Sea Global

Pl Mt

=

mccbermn example such as this,
the chances are that you might
b alabes R0 better understand how
the mteraction of thas mocrobsal
community bed 1o the creation of
stromalolites”

Cther exampdes are  known,
bt they are almost abways found
in extrems envitonments, such
a5 alkaline lakes and ubirs-saline
fgoons, where  competiiors
cannot thrve,

Ome previous codony has been
found mn a more nonmmal marine
ervironment, in the Bahamas —
which Vahrenkamp has visited,
which is why he s0 readily recog-
nized what he was walking on off
Shevharah Iskancd — bt this is the
firsd example of lving stromato-
lites discovered in Sauds watiers.

It i= not yet clear how old
these stromatolites are,  “buod
we can bracket It a Nithe” saddd

Layered rochk-
liks structures,

R stromatolites
s tiny microbes,
A 5 AW incviduslly
. ; -:.5#* invislble to the

e naked ey, Gome
, of which trap

aediment In thelr
filaments. Ftiolo

B Ebsa Garuidier

resort. Phato by Viswasanttl Chandra

BIGNS OF ANCIENT LIFE

Srorest s Fuisn hinFed oo lans of o
wariarst Mo fonme on Earth, g et off Saad
ke W S ool

Vahrenkamp. "We know that
during the last Ice Age, the sea
evel here was 120 meters lower,
s they were nol there 20,000
vears ago. The area where they are
was fooded about 8,000 vears ago
to a helght about 2 meters above
where it is novwy, and then the sea
bevel reeeded agnin too where it is
oy about 2000 years agn.”

This does not mean the stroaat-
ofifes are 2,000 vears old No
o knows how long 1t akes the
microbes to create thedr sedimen-
tary laver cake and "no one has
vel come up with a good way of
dating the layers

“The tide and the waves come
dlong and throw in samd and
matertal from the surrounding
reefs amd so all kinds of ages
might be present. This makes it
very difficult to precisely date
the stromatolites and to estimate
the growth rate” That s wihy
Vahrenkamp and colleagues are
now devising an expernment o
recreate the natoral  environe
ment of rising and falling tdes

and  aliemating  sunlight  and

clarknes in an agquarium, in an
eflor 1o grow stromatolites under
controlled, ecasity  observable
conditions.

Whether this will take weeks or
many vears, “we honestly don't
know” The team is also working
o genetically sequencing many
of the thotesancds of different types
of microbsal bacteria al work In
the stromeatolite factory.

"It's a gquestion of fAinding out
‘who' is there, and whos doing
what " sadd Vahrenkamp

“But then there is also the
question of what kind of function-
alities do these bacteria have,
and whether we can we use il in
other ways, perhaps in medical
applications.

“Scientsts  are now  lookine
mitenily at the microbial compo-
siion of our gs, to find ol
which microbes cauwse cancer,
for cxample, and which prevent
it. The microbacteria at work
in stroanatolites could contain
functional secrets that we simply
are not ved aware of”

The  discovery b
re=onance for the emvimnmental
ambitions of the Saudi Green
[nmitiative, announced by Crowmn
Prince Mohammed bin Sabman
in 2021 and which alms, together
with the Middle East Green Initia-
tve, to combsl climate change
through regional cooperation,

As Vahrenkamp and his seven
co-athors wmle Inoa  paper
pubdished recently in Gealogy, the
joumal of the Geobomical Society
of America, “the discovery af the
Shevbarih  stromatolite  fields
holds important impdications, nod
only i the scientific perspective,
but also in terms of ecosystem
services  and  enwironmendtal
heritage vwareness in Hne with
the angoing projects for sustain-
ahility and ecotourism develop-
ment promcted by Saudi Arabia”

In the paper, the BAUST scien-
tists thank Red Sea Global for its
suppart in accessing the siromat-
clite site, which is carmently being
consichered Tor designation as a
ConseTvation Zone,

As for the tourists relasang in the
spectacular new overwater villas
on  Sheyvharah Islands  crystal-
clear Al-Walh Lagoon, an exira
attraction now is that a short stroll
along the beach will take them
back in time for a glimpse of life
omn Earth 3.5 billion years ago,

alsiy
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Saudi HR ministry
promotes seasonal
work during Hajj

42,853 work permits issued across various fields

Armb Mews Jododan

The Ministry of Human
Resources and Social
Development |s continuing
lts Ajeer Al-Haj) and
Seasonal Permits servioes
as part ol elTorts to
encourage seasonal work
during this Ha}] season.

The Aper Al-Hall service allows
[acilities 1o issue work permils,
and employ Saudes and reswlents
temporarily, the Saudi Press
Asency reported on Saturday.
It also enables them to post job
openings during the Hajl season
through the Bab Ajeer platform,
im  additton to allowing job
seekers to review and apply for
work.

Aject Al-Hajj has several goals,
including enhancing workforce
Aexibility and ncreasing  iis

competency in  the market,
providing ficxdble solutions, and
reducing dependence on outside
lxbar, The service is easily avail-
able electronically for facili-
fes amd individuals  through
the platforms website, A todal
of 324 facilities benefited from
the service, with 1L715 permits
issue], SPA reporied.

The seasonal permits service
allows factlities working during
the Hajll seasom 1o cover the
number of workers neecded and
contributes to serving pilgrims,
a8 the ministry had earlier
worked on  ssuing  seasonal
permits to fcilites under facill-
tated and easy lerms,

The number of seasonal
work permits issued reached
421 853 for several professions in
different Aelds, SPA said.

The ministrys  oversight
commitiees carry out follow-ups

HIGHLIGHT

Ajoer Al-Hajj has several
goals, Including enhancing
workforce flexibllity and
increasing its competency in

the market, providing flaxible

solutions, and reducing
dependance on outsldes labor.

to ensure that facilities operating
during the Haji season abice by
the rmeguirements and terms
of the seasonal work permil
regulations.

They also ensure that facilities
comply with the regulations and
instructions,

The ministry  carmicd  out
several feld wvisits to oversec
facilities and follow up on the
work system  provisions and
regulations in Makkah and the
holy slies

The anfukl exerckaes are crucinl for tha Civll Defense forcas 1o enaure optimal preprrednass Tor Hagl, SF~

HAJJ READINESS

Civil Defense conducts bus fire drill
inside RKing Fahd Tunneltoward Mina

Arals Maws Jacldah

The Civil Defense Foroes
conducted a fire simulation
exercise Involving a bus fAre
insidle the King Fahd Tunnel
toward Mina, the Saudi Press
_|"|._g|:|1|:,"_|.' |'|_1;|-|:||'I;L-'|'|..

The dnill, camied out with
the participation of relevant
authorities, aimed to enhance
Evaciation procedures,
measare gas and pollutant levels
diring a fire, practice smode-
removal technigques, amnd refine
Arefizhting tactics.

The annual exercises ame

HIGHLIGHT

The drill, carried out with

the participation of relevant

authorties, aimed to enhance
evacuation procedures,

measure gas and pollutant
levels during a fire, practice
smoke-removal techniques,

and refine firefighting tactics.

crucial for the Civil Defense

forees o ensure  oplimal
preparedness for  the  Hap
B ASOTL.

The lorces’ commitment

prioritizes the safetv  and
security of pilgrims and enables
them to effectively respond to
any emergency, SPA reported,

The General Directorate of
Civil Defense raised the level
of readiness in Mina to receive
pllgrims, adopting  several
measiies o maantain ther
safety, monitoning the causes
of risks in the Hajj pilgrims
camps by intensifying  field
poars, and following up on the
Haji pilgrimage institutbons
o conbhrm  thewr compliance
with safety instructions and
procedires,

1 heSpace

#® PIF named most
valuable sovereign

wealth fund brand

TALAT ZAK]I HAFIZ

reacant raport from Brand Finance
— a London-based indepandant

brand valuation consultancy -

mnamed Saudi Arabia’s Public
inveastment Fund as the world's

most valuable soversign wealth fund brand.
The report also ranked the US muktinational
BlackRock as the world's most valuable asset

managarmant brand.

The report valusd the PIF at $1.1 billion and
ranked it sixth globally in terms of the ratio of
assets it manages to the value of its brand,

The PIF's brand
ovarpaerformed in several
areas, according to the report,

including "brand awareness and
the goal” — which meaasures
the extant of the public's
knowledge of the brand and
takes into consideration
anvironmental, social, and
povernance practices — and
"wommitment to growth,”

The PIF ranked second
among soversign wealth funds

in the “Brand Strength” criterion, obtaining

B2.1 polnits with an A+ rating.

Brand Finance based its evaluation procass
on several steps, ncluding determining
royalty ranges for each Industry to reflect
tha importancs of the brand to purchasing
decisions, oalculating royalty rates, and
determmning brand-specific revenuss and

forecasted revenuas.

For more than 25 years, Brand Finance has
managed to consider both marketing and

finance to ascurataly evaluats tha strangth

of brands, quantifying their financial value to
help organizations of all kinds make strategic
decisions, and | believe that Brand Finance
has dona ngﬂmtj-nh in it valuation of the
PIF's strength in different aspects of the
business, The PIF deserves its ranking, as it
has managed to bulld an axcallent brand since

itz establichment In 1974,

&
Since 2017, the PIF
has lnunnched 9F new

companics and created
more than G+ joh
opportunities, while
its assels have grown
(rom S153 hillion in
2015 to more than
S030 billion in 2023.

Initially created to help establish companies of
foundational importance to the Saudi economy,
the PIF was rebom in March 2018 when its

management was shifted to
the Council of Economic and
Devalopment AfTairs, and Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
was appointed chalrman.

This major change gave PIF
greater autonomy and better-
defined national strategc
responsibiities and snabled
tha fund to accalerate lts
performancea and bacame

a key driver for Saudi Vision
2030, achieving positive,

sustainable economic and social change.

Sirca 2017, the PIF has launchad 94 naw

companies and created more than 644 job
opportunities, while its assets have grown
from $153 billion in 2015 to more than $930
billion in 2023, The PIF represants the growth
and new opportunities that are beginning

to reshape the Kingdom's economy, as well

as the global economy.
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Pilgrim care
4. 700 violations

in Makkah
hospitality checks

The Mimstry of Tournsm
announced It will Increase its
FPOTIETOTIRE i ITaspeCTinm

Ol various tourist hospitality
facilities in Makkah, inclheding
hotels and serviced apartments.

The goal is to enhance the
quakiiy of services provided to
pilgrims during ap.

The ministry's oversighi
teams have already carmied
out over 4,500 inspection
taurs of hospitakiny facilities in
Makkah, the SPA reported.

During the nspections,
they kemwtified over 4,700
violations, most of which were
related to low cleanliness and
maintenance stancards, and
activities carried out without the
necessary heenses. AN Jeddah

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Relief efforts

Saudi aid agency

expands food,
aid distribution

Sanchi adcl agency RSreliel
disiributed 150 shelter bags
b displaced families at a
shelter center in Al-Damer in
northeast Sudan, benehting
B3 individuals.

In Chad, KSrelief distributed
GO0 fion] basheds fo meedy
famnilies in the Batha region,
benehting 3,600 ndividuals

RSrelief also distributed
25,000 bundles of bread
bo Syrian and Palestinian
communities in northern
Lebanon, benefiting 62,500
Insdlivicluals.

The Sandi abd center
delivered more than 25 tonnes
of dates each to Kyreyzstan and
Aontenegro as a gift from the
FEingdom. AN Riyadh

Border control

hingdom arrests
12,974 illegals
inone week

Sandi authorites armested
12974 people In one week for
hireaching residency, work ancd
Border security regulations,

According to an official
report, 4 total of 8 044 people
wiere arrested for violations
of residency laws, whike
3,355 were held over illegal
border crossing attempts,
and a further 1,535 for
labor-related issnes.

The Minlstry of Interion
said that anyvone found to
be facilitating fllegal entry
1o the Kingdom could face
imprisonment fora maxionam
of 15 yeurs, a fine of up to 5Kl
miflion {S260,000], as well as
confiscation of vehicles and

property. AN Riyadh

. Faollow frab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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HIGH TEMPERATURES

Pilgrims advised to take

precautions against scorching heat

Government agencies have implemented protective measures such as more areas for pilgrims to rest in

Haifa Afshammard - ysdb

Milllons of Muslims from
across the world have
arrived to perform Hajl
in Makkah during the

hottest season of the year
In the Kingdom, leading
to concerns regarding the
challenges that may awalt
Lhem in the days Lo come.

Unpredictable weather can
affect the health and safety of
pilgrims, especially the elderly. A
PEIRErY comcerm i e @xXireme
heat, As global temperatures
continue to rise, heat waves in
the region have become more
frequent and intense every vear.

Last year, lemperalires in
Miakkah ranged between 43-45
degrees Celsius during Haii,
affecting the health of pilgrims,
particularly the elderly, who
are vulnerable to heat-related
probiems such as heat stroke
and dehypdration.

Avman bin Salem Ghulam,
CEQ ol the Sauwdi National Center
for Meteorology, recently  told
a press conference in Makhkah
that maximum temperatures at
the holy sites were expected 1o
reach between 45-48 degrees
Celsius in the afternoons.

Many elderly pllgrims  have
umdderlving medical conditions
that can be triggered by heat,
making them oven more suscep-
tible o health complications.

Dr. Fakhr Al-Avoubd, presi-

et ol the Canhio Clinical f -

Phammacy Group in Sawdi
Arabia, explained to Arab
MNews how the rising temper-
ALNERES  ETRIAC] the frmmune
syslem and increase the
risk of developing critical
health conditions.
“Increased.  heal can
lead to dehydration, heat
stroke, and other heat
related illnesses, which can
weaken the mmune system
and make ndividuals more

A Reows Jocion

Prince Smpd bin  Mishal bin
Abdulaziz, the deputy governaor
of Makkah province, recelved
soqme 400 mlgrims arriving al
the Jeddah airport early Saturday
from the city of Surabaya,
Indonesia, the Saudi  Press
Azency reporied

They were among those who
utilized the Makkah Route, an
imitlative launched by the Saud
goverinment six Vears ago o
sireamline travel procedures [or
Hajj pilgrims in the Kingdom.

Prince Saud presented gifts
o the amving pillgrims while
inspectng the progress of work
at the Hap amnd Umrah lounge
complex of King Abdulaziz Inter-
national Airport in Jeddah,

Saudl Hal| soouts sproy water
on pligrims to bring them relleff
from the hot weather during Hajj
kaat yaar AN photos

sisceptible o infections  or
illnesses” she said. I is thepe-
fore advisable for Hajj pilerims
o fake
fions Lo stay hydrated, cool, and
healthy dunng the pilgrimage,
especially inthe face of changing
climate conditions.”

She ialke] about the
significance of  vaccination
prior io performing Hajl, naot
onky to protect the health of the
individual bat also that of other
pilgrims

"Vaccines save lives, prevent
diseases, and keep people safe.
sometimes s easy o forgel
this with how busy our
lives gel. bul by ensunng
that we stay safe as

individuals through

fmvmumizations, we can

all play a role In bodlding

apprepraale precail-

alsn

HIGHLIGHTS

& Maximum temperatures at

the holy sites are expected to
reach between 45-48 degrees
Celsius in the afternocons,
says CED of National Centar
for Meteoralogy.

® The imams and khatibs

of the Two Haly Mosgues have
baen directed to

shorten Friday sermons

and prayers during Haijj
asoason in conslderation

of the savers heat pligrims
are facing this year.

® The decision is based on the
Islamic principle of allewviating
the difficulties of worshippers,
such as those attending Friday

prayers during the Hajj season,

a healthier,
community,” she explained.

more  productive
Al-Avoubd  emphasized  the
imporfance of strengthening
and safeguarding the Immune
sysbem to prdect pilgrims.
“If pllgrims become fwced with
weghened mmune systems, thal

means that they are more vulner-
ahle to catching diseases, and this
creates o need o saleguiand thear
health through vaccimation.” she
said. “This is especially important
curing Hajj, wihere it is commonly
crowibed, and pecple are in very
close proximity (o each other”

TheSaudi povernment and Hap
authoritics have implemented
a range of measures, including
expanding medical facilities at
various Flall lecathons, providing
more areas for pilerims to rest in,
and enhancing transportation
ancd logistics 1o betler accommo-
date the needs of pilgrims.

The imams and khatibs of the
Two Holy Mosques have been
directed to shorten Friday sermaons
and pravers during the M seazon
in consicleration of the severe head
pilzrims are facing this year.

sheikh Abdulrahman
Al-Sudais, head of the Presi-
dency of Religious Affairs at the
rrancd Mosgue and the Prophet's
Maosque, sakd the directive alms
por ensure the safety of worship-
pers in the matal, mal, and
courtyards of the mosques,

The decision is based on the
Islamie principle
ol alleviating
e chiffculises
of worshippers.
sich a8 those
altending Freday
prayers  during
the Hajj season.

Al-Sudais noted
the imporiance of
dheIVErTng ooncpse
amnd impactful
messages  dunng
SETTNONS. He
had  previoasky
InsEriected  Limaims
io reduce the amount of recita-
fion and the gap between the
alhan and gamah durng the
Hagj scason to case the burden
on  worshippers, particularly
considering overcrowding  and
the presence of vulmerable and
elderly peaple.

As vice chamman of the Cenitral
Hag Commitiee, the deputy
governor also nspecied the services
being provided to the “Guests of
Foel” by the public and prvate
agencies operating at the amrpor

Primce Saud was accompa-
nied by the director general of
passparts, Lt Gen  Sulaiman
Al-Yahva; president of the
eneral  Authority of Civil
Aviatiom, Abdulaziz Al-Duailej;
Hajl and Umrah Deputy Minister
Abdel Fattah Mashat; Jeddah
airport board chamman, Raed
Al-Mudahim, and other officials.

He also moniored work at
ihe SECUTITY |;r:|||:-|"-:||||1-':-: area for
passengers and the 145 passport
platforms, the customs area,
which includes 31 customs
mspection devices, n addition

SERVING PILGRIMS

Makkah deputy governor receives Indonesian pilgrims, inspects services

__h'_

Mokkoh's deputy govermor
prosonted gifts to pilgrims and
inspected the progress of work at
the Hall and Umrah lounge complex
at King Abdulaziz intermational
Alrpart In Jadidakh, SFEA

i the security anad 1:-|||f|'.'|l1||:|.'||.
atthorities and service sites al
the airport

Prince Saud also reviewed work at
the health center for pilgrims in the

Hap and U'mrah halls, and the: group
luggmge acceptance arca, which is
bocated on an area exceeding 35 ({00
and Inchiles 24 external
boahing lane dops, The service alms
o prowide an easy mvel expen-
ence, facihitate pilgrims’ procedures
and transport their luggage to thetr
bocations of reskdence in Makkah
and the Holy Sites

The deputy governor cheched
the area designated for the
“Pllgrimm Without a Bag”™
tive, and inspected the locations
of the air-conditioned lounges in
the mencral arca, as well as the
bocations of government agencies
operating at the alrgort,

Meanwhile, puests of the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosgues  Program [ ELajl.
Umrah and Visitation have sald

& TEL

that the mvitation they received
to perform Haj) was the best
evidence of Saudi Arabia’s care
amdl  concern for  Islam  and
Muslims, SPA reported.

They sad that Sauch Arabia's
hosting of Haj was an cxten-
gsion of the humanitarian work
carried out by the Kingdom for
all Mu=lims,

Mustafa Yusuf, secretary
peneral of the Islamic Society of
Vietnam, fodd SPA: <11 15 no errel
that the Kingdom is making great
services for the comfort of the
puests of God and meeting their
needs. These are tangible efforts
with an honorable history, and
they are not limited o serving
pilgrims or the feelings onky, but
rather they extend to include
Makkal and Madinah."
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Syria’s forgotten health crisis needs heali

AFP G

Syrias  shattercd  healthcare
syvstemt has been forgoiten by
the waorld at large, a top WHO
official said, urging new, creative
thinking to halt the exodus of
medical staff abroad.

Iir. Hanan Halkhy, the World
Health Organizatlons Eastern

Mediterranean regional director,
sall voung doctors necded to
he  affered betler prospects
than practicing fourth-century
medicine 1 dire conditions,
Balkkhy, who took office in
February, vistted Syria from May
[-16, describing the sitoation
ofn her retum as “catastrophic,”
with a “staggering” number of
people in necd and alarming

rates of child malnutrition.

Shie said almaost half the health
workioree had fled the country.

Balkhy said Syria was facing
“multl, multl-layered crises”
with 13 years of civil
sanctions and last year's mapor
earthquake compounded by a
complex geopolitical sitwation.

Only 65 percent of  hospl-
tals and 62 percent of primary
healthcare centers are  fully
operational, amd they have
severe shorfages of mesdbcines
and equipmant.

"We necd to think out of the
o when it comes to maintaining
the health workforee, bringing in
vounger people, Keeping them
engaged so that we still have
poople signing up,” Balkhy said.

Wil

ISTANBUL MEETING

EXODUS OF MEDICAL STAFF

Young doctors need to be
offered better prospects
than practicing fourth-
century medicine in
dire comnditions.

Hanan Balkhy

Wi clrescrice

Developing
countries urge
world to up
pressure on Israel

Foreign ministers from D-8 group call on US to
lift its veto on full Palestinian UN membership

AFP istanbu

An alllance of mostly
Muslim-majority
countiries including
Turkive, Egypl and Iran
on Saturday demanded
full Falestinian
membership of the UN
and greater international
pressure on Israel amid
the Gaza war.,

The [ Organization for
Econombc Cooperatbon, which
also  includexs  Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Nigeria and
Pakistan, called for an immediate
ceasefire in the devastated Pales-
tnian territory, where lsrael has
been battling militants for more
than eight months.

Foreign ministers from the
group meeting in Istanbul called
on Lhe 105 to Lt its veto on Tull
Palestinian UN membership and
on all couniries to “exeri diplo-
matic, political, economic and

legal pressure™ on Israel,

ensure [srael complies with the
Internatlonal Court of Jusiices
decistons, withdrows from the
southem Rafah governorate
and guarantees the safe entry of
humanitarian aid (o CGaza.

Denouncing  an  “ongoding
penocide and grave violations
of international law.” the group
called on sfates 1o contribitie
to and join legal proceedings
agiinst Isracl at international
COLLTLS.

The eizht countries also
dhemanded an end to arms and
ammundtion deliveries o Israel
and that all measures be aken
b protect Palestinian civilians,
rejecting any attempled [oroced
chisplacement.

They advecated a bwo-state
aclution based on 1T borders
with east Jerusalem as a Pabes-
tindan capltal and a gpuarantes
mechanism to protect a future
settlement.

The Gaza war was sparked by
Hamas's unprecedented Oct, 7
attack on southern Israel.

BACKRGROUND

The sight countries demanded
an end to arme and ammunition
deliveries to larasl and that

all measures be taken to
protect Palastinian civilians,
rejecting any attempted
forced displacement,

offensive has killed at  least
36,801 people in Gaza, also
mastly civilians, according to the
territory's Health Ministry.

Israel has also delaved the
entry of md into Gaza, depriving
the termitory's 2.4 million people
of clean water, food, medicines
andd fuel.

Last week, the World Health
Organization said that more than
four in five children had gone a
whole day without cating at least
onoe in T2 hours,

According to the govermment
media office in Gaza, at least 32
peopde, many of them children,
have died of malnoirition in

Healthcare workers
facing “very, very ow™ wages, if
they can get a salary.

And if surgeons don’t have an
operating  romm,  anesthetics,
praofessional nurses and sterl-
pzation umits, “then what's the
use of having a surgeon? she
argued.

“Then you have 1o have
medicatbons. Il yvou're nol
producing your own  medica-
tlons and voa could not inpsor
vorur mesdications, the doctor is
paralyzed, in a way
"So cither vou have to accept
to practice medicine in the
Fourth century, where
Vol calilerize people
amil send them on
thelr merTy  way,

ng:

or wie iy o fgure oul creative
WaVE"

Balkhvy said such solutions
needed to make healih profes-
ghoneals more condent 0 stay in
Syria or o return Lo the country,
which she sad many would
“"willingly” do, "if they were
given some Kind of support.”

“They're learning German in
medical school on the side =o
that they can be ready to jump,
and thats scary for the reglon”
the doctor lamented.

she proposed getting  young
physicians engaged on rescarch
projects with a  pathway  to
publishing, so they can “feel that
thev're doing something worth-
while" — amd making sure that
ey =t beast have The equuipment ™

WHO regional chief

for surgical operations.

And because doctors cannod
travel to conferences to present
papers, they need access (o
virtual platforms to stay in touch

with the nternational health
community, she said.

As for medication, Balkhy
suppested amping up pooled
procurcment  and  supporting
local manufacturing of hbasic
products such as  painkillers,
antiblotics, and antihvperien-
sives for the “stlemt killer™ —
fuzh blood pressure,

Balkhy, who was in Gencva this
week for the WHO's executive
board meeting, sald the inter-
mitient electricity in Syria had
broader knock-on health effects
than peopde might realize,

&l

They also urged states o Isracl® retaliatory military  Gaza since the war began, Protesters gather on Saturday n Pariament Square, central Landan, at the and of ‘National March for Gaga." AFF
DESTRUCTION AP B Palestinian militants’ Oct.7 attack. It added that the fre had It= use as a chemical weaponis  the grounds have been strug
EirLit : : ! VR : . 4 =
. Y . Ihe deadly clashes have inten-  reached “larpe areas of olive  prohibited under mtermational  gling to extinguish the flames,
’Hrﬂf"f' .ﬂrfflfﬁ lsraeli  strikes  Saturday  on sified in recent weeks, causing  frees” baw, but it is allowed for ilumi-  while the Lebanese military
o souithern Lebanon  sparked  multiple brush fires on Both sides Lebanese  authorities  and  nating battlefields and can be  avolds sending  helicopters 1o
Sfmrk massive massive wikdfires, state media  of the Israel-Lebanon border several  intermational  nghts wsed as a smokescresn, assisl for fear of more Israell

wildfiresin
southern
Lebanon

and a frst responder said, the
latest fallowt From escalating
crass-border violence involving
Hezhodlah,

Hedbollah has traded  near-
diatly fire with Ismaeli forces in
the cight months since the Gaza
wiar began, trggered by the

Lebanon’s National — News
Amency said on Saturday  that
“Israchi  artillery  bombarded

ihe outzkiris of the town of

Alma Al-Shaab with incendiary
phosphorus shells, cansing fires
in the forests that spreead 1o the
vicinily of somee homes,”

groups have accused Israel of
using white phosphons rowunds
in its strikes on s northemn
nelghbor,

White phosphorus, a substance
that lgnites on contact with
oXvVERN, can be used as an incen-
chiaary weapson.

Rescuer Al Abbas of the Risala
sooul association,  affiliated
with Hezhollah ally the Amal
movement, =sakl that  “Israel
deliberately  bombs — forested
areas with phosphorus with the
aim of tarting fires”

According (o him, rescuers on

attacks.

Further east, the NNA reported
that “a large fire broke out a
positions  belonging W the
Lebanese army and UNIFIL” the
UN peacekeeping mission, in the
areq af the border village of Mais
Al-Jabal.



ARAB NEWS Sunday, June 9, 20024

News Middle East

TRAGEDY

Rescue ship recovers
11 bodies from sea off Libya

UN records 20,000 deaths in central Mediterranean since 2014

Reuters <o

A charity rescue ship has
recovered the bodies of
Il migrants off the coasl
of Libya on Friday after
saving more than 160
people from boats close
to the North African
countiry, the Doclors
Withoul Horders or

MSF group said.

MSF sl its Gedo Barenis search
and rescue vessel picked up
[4G migrants in two operations
and then found a further 20 1na
separate boat.

However, they also plucked
the baodies of 11 peopbe who were
=een by a spoller plane floating
in the sea.

“We do not know the precise
cause af this tragedy, bul we
know that people continue to dic
in a desperate attempt to reach
safety, This slaughter must end,”
MSF =akl on the soclal medis
platform X.

The Sea Watch group, whose
plane saw the bodies, said they
iried io contact Libyas coast
guard o go and retrieve the
dhead, but received no reply.

“This 15 what happens in the
h.TI‘-IItII'[T:II]I'.‘I]:I. BT 'l.'|.'|'|-:':||
noocly  secs L M osad moa
statement

The UN has registered
mare than 2008} deaths
and disappearances in the

e - 0y ‘

|:'-|-'rI.II':||| rl.'lnlfl.tlh'l'l':l.llr.'lll. RINCe
2014, making it the mosi
dangerous migrant crossing
in the world.

Italy has umged Tumsia
and Libya to do more to stop
would-be migranis from putting
1 Sea.

It has also clamped down on

WAR ON TERRORISM

=
.
o e

&

We do not know the
precise cause of this
tragedy, bat we Kinow
that people continue
to die in a desperate
attempt to reach safety.

Conviction of Daesh
‘Beatle’ upheld in US

:ILF Alexandria Virginka

A federal appeals court has
apheld the conviction of a British
natbanal for his role in a hostage-
taking scheme by Daesh that took
roughly two dozen Wesierners
captive a decade ago,

El-Shafee Elshti1kh Wils
convicted and sentenced to life
in prison in 2022 in federal court
i Alexcarndria, Virginia,

Hix jury trial estabdished that
he was one of the nolorous
“Beatles,”  captors  nicknamied
for their accents and known for
torturing and bealing prisoners

Elsheikh appecaled b=
conyiction.

He argued that confessions he
gave In media interviews aftes
his capture in 2008 should have
been tossed out of court.

He alleged that the Kurdish-led
Syrian Defense Forces tortared
him aned Toreed him o condoet
Lhe irlerviews

Elshedkh's lawvers also argued
that FRI him
wiile e was in {oreign custody

interviews  of

vicdatedd hus constitubional righis.

Elsheikh said he was confused
by the process, in which he was
initdally interrogated by inves-

HgFalors with the Depariment ol

Defense wheo did not read hion his
rights and used the information
to gather intelligence,

He was later guestioned by

FASTFACT

El=Bhafee Elsheikh's
convictions revolved arcownd
the deaths of 4 Amarican
hostages: James Foley,
Steven Sotloff, Peter
Kassig and Kayla Muoellor,

FRI agenis who did read him his
rigchis ancd told ham that anvthing
he said going forward could be
u=ed against him in court.

In both cases, a unanimous
three-judge panel of the #th
IS Circuit Court of Appeals
m  Richmond mbed  against
Flalwelkh.

The judges sacd the evidence

did nod support his contention
that he was beaten or tortured.

And the judses muled that
imterrosators  followed  proper

procedures in their two-step
interrozation process (o inform
Elsheikh of his rights,

Elsheikh one of
“Beatles” brought to the TS to
face trial.

The UK agreed to the extradi-
tion and provided intelligence
assis=t  with
the prosecubon after the 105
promised it would not seck the
death penaliy.

The other Beatle who faced
trial, Abexanda Kotey, pleaded
suilty under a deal that provided
a possibility ke could, after 15
veiars, serve the remainder of his
life =entence m the TR,

Elsheikh's convictions
revolved around the deaths of
four American hostages: James
Foley, Sotholl, Peter
Rassig and Rayla Muedler,

All but Mueller were executed
In videotaped executions cifcu-
latesd online,

Was 1w

am]l evidence 1o

REEYEN

2 " J

Volunteers propare to evacuate a migrant In oritical condition following a resouing operation near Libya in Imternational waters. Fle s P

the operations of rescue .=-.|:||||:~.
saving they encourage people 1o
hcad o Europe — a charge the
chanties deny.

Undersconng  the  restrc-
fions imposcd on lhe rescue
ships, ltaly on Friday told Geo
RHarents 1o take its lalest group
of migranis to ithe northern

RELIEF

port of Genova — more than
M) maubtical miles from their
position and far away from the
|r||:||.'|'| T 1'rr||'|.'|'r|i|'ll.l [Orts 1N
mEarty Sacily,

“This will signihcantly delay
assistance for the .. survivors
who endured a lot already,” MSF
satdel,

Floating
hospitalin
AlArish
offersrelief

JorGaza

children

Arabh News Cairo

Saff [om the UAES floating
hospital stabioned m Al-Arish in
Egypl have organized a3 recre-
attomal day Tor the chilcdren of Gaza,
st ews agency WARM meju irfel,

The inihative aimexd to provide
relief for wardmpacted children.

Mona Talib Ahmed, a nurse at
the hospital, sakd that activities
inclnded painting, henna drawing
and Haoly Qur'an competitions.

She added, “such activities helpin
easiigs their distress” and they were
meand o “alleviate their paychobog-
ical and physical suffermg.”

The staff also orpanized weekly
evenits o entertain the children,
laking them [or towrs outside
the hospital to emoy a change of
sornery, The 100-bed Bacility was
docked m Al-Arsh last February
as part of the UAESs humanitarisn
CANIpRIEN known as Gallant
Knight 3 — to provide a vital lifeline
to the people of Gaza

The hospital besists a range of
healthcare  specialists,  iscluding
ancsthesiology, peneral surpery,
orthopedics, emergency, intensive
and mternal care, aloneside nurses,
technbclans and hospiial manage-
ment  professionals, (o ensune
compre hensive care,

In Decembser, the UAE estabfishwed
A field hospital in Gaza’s Rafah to
provice healthcare services for the
imjurckd after the healtheare system
in the enclave collapsed amad lsrael’s
relenitbess hombding.

UAE to open 6,000 rest stations
Jor deliverydrivers taking
summer midday Oreaks

;l..rn:hl Mews Dobal

Delivery riders in the UAE will
have move comfortable mddday
breaks during the hot summer
moasths with 6,000 rest stations to
e opened across the country, in
partnership with varous govern-
ment entites and prvate-sector
COMpanies.

An interactive map of these
stations will help delivery drivers
i enstly locate and access them
durimg the patioarwide macday
oibdoor work ban, which starts
from June 15 and rmums until Sepd
15, Duning that period, any task
or work performed umder direct
sunlight or open-air areas is not
allowed from 2230 pone  until
3 pm. o prolect workers from
pocupational hazards and injaries
due to the cxtreme summeer heat.

“Delivery services are a key
lomistical sector, unigue in nature,
eiven that s workers do not stay
in one place while the Midday
Break s enforced, and due to
the nature of cerfaln materials

being transporied that peed o

be delivered on time” a state
ment from the Ministry of Homan
Resouroes and Emdratization said

The imitiative 15 a continua
tion of last vears pioncering
progect where 365 rest stations

provided  for  delivery
cliering  therr  mackcagy
break.  Debvery  companies,
mcheding Talabat, Deliveroo,
Mooty and Careem, have previ-
cisly with
ment agencies, while restaurants,
shopping conters, retatl stores and
clied kitchens this vear are akso
Jodmung e effort to offer rest areas

e
warkers

peartneredd EOVEITI-

for delivery drivers.

Now in its 20dh vear, the anomesl
noon break provides respite for
oittdoor workers during summer
months when temperatures could
reach 50 degrees Celsius or even
higher, Compandes are regudmesd 1o
provick: shaded areas and coofing
equipment for workers dunng the
three-hour break.

Compantes face fAnes of up 1o
Dha iy (31.3680) worbe
and a maximiim of Dh&0000 For
multiple violations if they do nod
observe the regulation, although
theere are some exemplons o i

T
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News International

Rnfay Mummmr Row Dath

Indias incumbent Prime
Minlster Narendra Modi
and his Cabinet will take
an oath of office for a third
term om Sunday, after he
was elected leader of the
coalition that won the
most seats in the recent
general vote,

Aodi's Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Farty has governed India as
part ol the National Democratic
Alliance over the past decade.
While the coaliion won the
clection last week, for the first
Hme since 2004, the BIF has lost
its absolute majority in parliament,
making it dependent on allies to
Form a government.

FIVE MORE YEARS

Modi to take oath
as India’s PM for

third term today

Composition of Modi's Cabinet to be revealed during swearing-in ceremony

The cormpesition of the Cabinet
will be revealed when Modi and
his ministers are sworm in.

"The sweanng-in Ccoremioy
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and the Council of Minis-
ters  following  the General
Elections 20024 s scheduled on
09 June 2024" the Prime Minks-
ters OMoe sabd in a statement

" the oocasion, leaders from
India’s neighborhood and Indian
Ocean region have been cordially
invited as distinguished guesis”

Among the guests were listed
the presidents of Sri Lanka and
the Makirves, the vice president
of Sevchelles, and the prnime
ministers of Bangladesh, Maury-
tiws, Nepal, and Bhutan.

“The wvisit of the leaders to
attend the swearing-in ceremony

india's PM Marendra Modi shows
a letter from President Droupadi
Murma respissting him te farm the
country's new govermmant. A FF

of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi for his third consecu-
tive term is in heeping with
the hizghest priorvity accorded
by India to its ‘Neighbourhood

First" pialicy amndd "SAGAR' vision,”
the statement sadd, referring o
secunty and Growth for All in
the Region — Modi’s peopalitical
framework of mariiime coopsera-
fion in the Indian Ocean region.

The statement did not mention
Indias rivals — China and
Pakistan.

While Beljing had congratu-
fatedd Modi, Islamabad said on
Friday that congratulations
would be “"premature”™ as his
governmeni has not been formed
Vel

On Fraday, Modi was Tormally
clected leader of the NDA, after
securing support ffom two key
allies — the Telugu Desam Party
in southerm Andhra  Pradesh
state and Jamata Dal (United) in
eastern Bihar state.

Election campaign British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, center, waters plants as he visits a community AP
garden project on the day of a Conservative general election campaien event in Bishop Auckland, England, Saturday,

CULTURE

Banned for
decades,
Chineseis

now taught
at Indonesia’s

largesi
mosque

Randy Mulyante Jasots

Twice a week, Tiong Lan Tien
travels for more than an hour
from her home to oentral
Jakarta, where she heads to
Indonesia’s largesi mosgue (o
study Chinese.

Tiong wsed to attend Mandarin
clisses in the mid-1960% bt had
to stop when General Suharto
came to power and isswed various
policics to resirict the culture of
Indonesias Chinese  minority,
including banning the teaching
of thee language in schools,

That ban was lifted after the
regime™ fall in 1998, but only
Litely — with the development

of political and  commercial
connections with China — has
the teaching of Mandann once
again become popular in the
Soulheast Aslan nathon.

When Tiong heard that she
could learn the language for
free at Istiglal Mosgue, she was
indtially hesitant,

“A Triemnd said there (iad been)
news on TV, so 1 thought that I
could study. 1 also thought: 'Is
it allowed In the past, if was
dangerous. So, 1 asked aroumd.”
the T1-year-odd tald Arab News

Once assurcd that it was
permitted and that the classes
wiere open 1o all, she signed up

“I'wanl to learn it, even though

I'm obd. Everyone in my genera-
tion has forgotten it my family
adll have lorgotten. I'm the only
one,” Tiong sawd. "It abwvays
pood to gain knowledze as long
B W can,”

Thong 15 one of 25 students
enralled in the mosgue's course,
which was launched in late
February., Co-organized by the
Chiness govermment, the classes
were imitially sel up o help
the mosgues staflf communi-
cate in Mandarin with tourisis
Howesver, as  the  mosdque’s
spokesperson, Saparwaci, whee is
also a student on the course, told
Arab News, anvone is welcome
(o register for the course

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Good performance Irish Guards

Rahul Gandhi Britain’s hate
to be leader apologizes for
ol opposition missing parade

Kate, Britain's Princess of
Wales wiho I3 undergoing
]:||1:"|.'|-'|:|[:|1I1.'r'-i'I|-|~:||:|I:|nI]|||-|'.||||:|.'
for cancer, has wrillen Lo an
army regiment to apologize
for missing a military parade
o Saturday, adding that she
hoped to be back very soon.
“Being vour Cobonel remanins
a great honor, and [ am very
sty that e unabde (o)
take the: salute at this vear’s
Colonel’s Review,” Rale wrote
in a letter to the head of the
Irish Guards regiment. Britains
Prince Willkam, who i helr to
Lhe throne, said losd month that
Raie, his wife, was “doing well”

Prime Minister Marendra
Maodis chief rival Kahul Gandhd
was nominatecd on !':ﬂrl.l|'I:L1:|-' i3
el Tnchia®s opposition fn par-
liament after an election resal
that rescinsd his party Crom the
pohitical wilderness,

Mok wall be sworn into office
for a third term this weekend
following x poll that deprived
his rulmg Bharatiya Janata
Party of & majosily, forcing it o
relv on coalidon allies to gosem
Camdhi defied analvsts” expecta-
tons and exit polls to help his
Congress Party nearly double s
pur iarmentary nambers, is best
result since Modi was swept 1o

power a decede ago, AFP Reutars
}‘ f Ic f ,]'{ 4 'H. UNEMPLOYMENT RATE v
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Object Lessons in American Art’

CONTRIBUTEONE BY HORACE D. BALLARD, KIRETEN PAl BUKCH, ELLERY E
FOLUTEH, KARL, HUSESE ROW, JEFFERY RICHROND-MILL. AN REBECCA SORACE

“Object Lessons in American
Art" explores a diverse
gathering of Euro-
Amarican, Mative
American, and
African Amarioan
art from a range
of contemporary

Morth Koroa

5. horeaon
alert for more
trash balloons

South Rorea's military sabd it
was on alert for possibly more
trash-carryving balloons arriving
from North Forea on Sunday, a
potential response to the propki-
ganda balloons sent this week
by South Rorean activists,
North Rorea sent hundreds
of balloons in two waves lasi
week with bags of trash nto
the South, describing therm as a
response o anbi-Pyongyang pro-
paganda balloons sent the other
way by South Borean activists,
Pyongyang annodnced a
hialt to the balloons on Sanday
but days later, a South Korean
eroup cilled “Fighters for Free
North Korea™ said it had seni 14
balloons with USHE thumb drmves
contaiming K-pop music and
200,010 beaflets against leader
Eim Jong Un. AFP

perspeactives iIIu:‘I:rnlinE
how innovative analysis of
historical art can
Inform, anhance,
anel afford mew
ralevancs to
artifacts of the
American past,

Drone attacks
Russian-occupied
Ukrainian regions

under fire

Hussia-installed officials

in the partially occupled
Ukrainian regions of Kherson
andl Luhansk say Ukrainian
attachks kel at least 27 people
clepdd as Russ=ia and Ukraine
continued to exchange
drone attacks overnight into
Saturday.

A Ukrainian attack Friday
e The swadl town of Sadove in
Ukraine's partially occupied
Eherson region killed 22 and
wounded 15 peopde, Moscow-
backed sovernor Viadimir
Saldo sadd.

Russgian siate news agency
Tass cited Saldo as sayving that
Ukrainian forces first struck
the town with a French-macle
guiided bomb, then attacked
again with a Us-supplied HI-
MAKRS mibssile. AP

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Cherr dieily prraectice 15 pol
dietng, bk ssoreipad,

Lind Mani

- Opinion

Biden's ceasefire plan oflfers a glimmer of hope for Gaza

he painstaking cflorts (o

reach a ceasefire agree

ment between Hamas amd

Israel in Gaza are inching

forward, albedl al o regETet-

tably slow pace, However,
after US Preskdent Foe Biden last week pre-
sefiled a road map for a possible halt 1o e
dieadly ostilities, an end to the war secms
closer than it has been until now.

Biden outlined a three-phase proposal
that he presented as being an Israell offes
lallowing months ol negodiatns I||1||-|:|'r:|:|
mediators, to which Hamas responded
positively, at least in principde. Yel there is
always the suspicion that although the two
sides might agree to the general principles
of such an agreement, they could dig their
heels in when the finer details, which fim
0V PeETRAiED Ofkhc] e, kb 'Ill'lllg megniiated,

A major ostachke Lo any deal = that thepe
15 ok an ioda of trust between the two
siches. Mutwal hatred and the notion of a
zero-sum game in which only one side can

o0
A permanenit
cndd to hostilities

cannot be achieved
without addressing
the entirety of the
root canses of the
Isracli-Palestinian
conllict

prevall in the conflict are ingraimed in their
perceptions of each other. This profound
distrust means that whatever both sides
might agree to, each will ztll believe the
other will viclate it, given the opportunity.

Israeki authorities would like a guarantee
that if they halt their military operi-
Homs atad Hamas then Gails to pelease (e
hostages, they would be free o resume the
fizhimg. Hamas, and especially s leaders,
wiotihd like assuranees, which they most
probably will not receive, that Tsrael will no
CORREEIAReE 1O pHErse Lhern |:-'_l. T IS,

But the logic behimd acceptance of the
ceaschire propasal — which rather than being
an authentic lsrachi offer, as it was presented,
geems mare likely to be the result of intensive
ternational pressure, especially from
Washington — is hard to dispute. After eighi
enciities of war there i hardly anything that
efther side can achieve, miliarly,

Hamas, through the atrocibes it committed
on Oct. 7, provoked Israc] mto a reactson.
Bui Israel, by declaring its poal 1o be the
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complete destrection of Hamas, sed itself up
to fadl, cspecially since its military strategy
of masdrmumn destruction, with little concern
for cavilian bives, meant i surmendered the
mrl high pround amnd left it internationally
isolated, with no clear strategy for ending
ihe war. Moreover, iF the Netanvahi govern-
menl wis pemoanety interested in seemg the
hostages returm bome alive, it shoodd have
acted months ago to advance a deal similar to
the one now on the table.

Althowsh not without flaws, Biden's
proposal binngs an element of rationalily
o the process of ending the war, as it
adedresses in s three phases the immediate
need fo stop the Bghtng, the release of e
hostages, and the reconstruction of Gaza,

It is perplexing why this road map was
nof presented toward the end of last vear
or even al the beginning of this vear,

Y whikch time it bad heciome appanenl

that there could be no decisive military
conclusion to a war that threatened to drag
on interminably while innocent people

continued to suffer immensely and the
stability of the region was shaken,

Netanyahu coukd, i a final act of
desperation, acoept the ceasefire deal and
then call a peneral election in ome mone
attempt to manipulate the laraeli electorate
b persuading them the war has been
successful, Whatever happens, the Biden
ceasefire proposal 1= badly 1n need of elabso-
ration to ensure that the events of Oct. 7,
anicl what followed, can never happen again.

Onee abyvious mistade, moving forwand,
woiild be ioconehude that a [Tl el In
hostilityes can be achieved withoul addressing
thiz entirety of the root causes of the Israc
Falestinian conflict. For mow, an end to the
fighting, the release of the hostages, and the
Free o of hurmandtaran aed indo Gazs wioniled
be much-weloomed initial developments.

Bui the process canndat, and showld not,
stog Lhers withoul moving on (o agree-
ment of a comprehensive, faur and just
prace settloment within a relatively shor
framework of time.

Ba

The influx of
WEAPOIFY WOrsens
an already tenuous

security situation
across the region

Fragmented Libya is a hot spot for many emerging threats

b sotithern Mediterranean

shares are fast becoming

i permmanent theater for

worsening geopoditical ten

sboms and their comulative

imipacts o1 human suffering,
especiallv with Libya's dual crses of arms
raflicking and mugratson. This volatibe mix,
worsened by the country’s protracted poldit
cal deadlock, has come to reflect the broader
security risss facing North Afnca, the Sahed,
scritherm Europe, and, by extension, the US,

Historically, the post-201]1 destabiliza

Hom of Libva biroaght abowut an alarming
praliferatbon of small arms and light
wedpons, The rakhing of a massive state
military arsenal. once among the bzees
in the region, led to weapons ranging from
pistols to man-portable air defense systems
[alling into the hands of non-state actors.
This prodiferation has been linked directly
to the enhanced operational capacities of
vartouns armed groups, nodably impacting
confhet dynamics i thee Sabhe] and Simal

Another growing worry, especially in
Brusssels and, soon, Washington, I= e
n{ersection of small arms prolilferation
with sprawling human trafficking opera
tions in Libya, which not only violates
human rights but also indirectly contrib-
ibes to the destabiblization of hoth transi
and destimation countrnes, Moreover,
the black market for arms also provides
a signbficant revenue stream Uhat Tacili-
tates Lhe trafficking of contrabamd and
ilicit substances, Including drags such
as Captazon, dubbed "the poor man's
cocaine” This drug has fueled what
FeTTEadEes an endug I criss across the At
world, disproportionately alfecting 9=
mosi profific users — the region’s vouth.

I'he situation in Libva, serving as a hub
For such extensive networks, evidenitly
engenders reglonal instability and
compounds challenges facing local and
international stakeholders in their quest to
hslster the country’s securily, governance,
and development, The ELNs Operation
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[rind, launched In 2020 1o enforce the arms
eI and sierm Ll Blhonar ol w EL IS,
can hardly be called a success, High-profile
seirures, iIncluding the interception of
almost 150 armored vehicles, for instance,
himit at the scale of the challenze. However,
the operation’s focius on larger shipmenis
neglects the smaller, vet equally lethal,
consiznments of arms and ammumnition
that continue to slip through to cause
havo: elsewhere or o fund 1,

Europe’s Imgmented and often contradic
tory approach to Libya has only compounded
the problem. The lack of 3 coherent strategy,
coupded with Individoal member states
prursuil of narrosy interests, has sustained a
lawless environment that benedits malign
actors. Take, for instance, the ELS reliance
on Libvan factions to curb migrant flows,
edten through dubdous deals with kocal
mihtias, These not aily faibeec] for pclehiesss ghe
oot causes, but al=o kegtimized and empooy
ered proups that now benefit both from
Brussels” “generosity™ and keeping those

very same trafficking routes operational

Benehazt has become a new solree of
wiorTies for the US, The city, controlled
by Khalifa Haftar and his Libyan National
Army, is wilnessing a concerning increase
in chartered flights to Nicaragua, intended
i fnctlitate the illick [RAssAEe Of MErans
i the US, by crossing multiple countres,
enabled by criminal networks and the tacit
approval of mvolved states.

The ahsence of 3 unified government andd
stable institutions creates a fertile groand
for the proliferation of illicit economies
and further external meddlinge. Withouwt
concerted efforts to forge an “ascoeptable™
seltiement, any attempl o curb trafheking
in arms or manage migration will be
akin to treating the sympioms rather
than the disease. Rey stakeholders must
acknowledee that a durable sofution les in
pobst suppoirt lor meedeaion efforts and
credible roadmaps, which should pnontize
strengthening what remains of Libyas still-
functioning mstitutions of governance,
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Arab and Muslim Americans’ best election strategy is obvious

RAY HANAMNIA

rab and Mushim Americans
face a critical moment on
Now. a. I Joe Biden wins the
U5 preskidential election,
they lose, Donald Trump
might not be a great alterna-
tive, but he may be their only choice,
Pro-lsrael political action commitiees
pour milhions of dollars inte the campalgn

Puamds of both Republican and Democratic
candidates and officials

navigate. When it comes to Amenicas
Middle East policies, especially on Fales-
tine, there s no substantive difference
between Republicans and Democrats, or
evien most major third-party candidates,
That is ironic considenng that Arabs
and Muslims share many of the same
conservative values as the Republican
Party, although they often lean toward
Diemocratic candidates who embrace
issues of freedom, justice,

— a system where motey ii arw] compromise between

means more than ethics, [srael and Palestine,
LE!?'-'!'EJ'E'W_J!"iﬂﬁ_l:& If you look at the M§Wﬂﬂﬂﬂfm'f?f

s comequencesof i i s

Congress, while efforts victory for each Fiden, Tn.lmp and third-

by the: Arab workd and candidate, you party candidate Robert

the Arab :'5.|J'I'l'L':I'.iI.'-ELT.I can see a clear and F. H{'I'In]'.l_-l."l.'-]]-' Jr. — support

cmmuiydonoiom  effective political i

same impact, There are path emerge 1.l|.'-nr']|:1.=-.. making voting in

no comparablc pro-Arakb November a difficult cholee.

PACS, 50 the pro-larael lobby has the
pobitical foothall feld all to itsell.

Another major Factor is that most Israelis
understand American culiure and society
far better than most Arabs or Muslims. As
a consequence, they better understand
the nuances of American politics, fueling
[srael's political successes,

For Arab and Muslim Americans, this
creates a quagmine in the country's
two-party system Uhat is dilficwlt o

But if vou set aside the political rhetoric
of each candidate and instead look at the
consequences of viclory for each of them,
you carn see a clear and effective paolitical
path emerge for Arabs and Muslims. They
have no choice but to support Tromp,
despite his past policies (whether exagger-
ated or notl) and the virulently extremist
anti-Arab and anti-Muslim rhetoric of his
Republican Party's leadership.

We have all heard the extremist rhetoric

Fily HANGNE i &5 dward - winfimg
Formner Chicago Sty Hal polisionl
neoorter andd codumidat Ha can
be reached on Hs perscmal
bl gl wWaana BN G

X @RayHsnania

For full verslon. o on 1o
ww's . arabnews coms opinion

of some GOP pobiticians, like formaer LN
Ambassacior Nikki Haley or Heps. Max
Miller and Brian Mast. Haley's hatred
toward Arabs and Muslims was reflected
in her decision last month to write the
words “finish them” on an American-mace
artillery shell before it was used by Israel
an Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Do not
forget, The peaple in Gaza are nod just
Palestinian. They are Arahs (oo
Meanwhile, Miller called
for turning Gaza “into
a parking lot" and Mast

&8

micans these communities will have proven
to be politically ineffective. He could then
continee to ignore thelr concerns.

If Trump wins, we know the Republican
Party will be fraught with disarray, More
importantly, the competition between the
two partics will remain intense. Arab and
Muslim voters will have even greater value
tor bbb icles in that case,

Thee Arab and Muslim vote will have
more poliscal value ina
Democratic loss than n
a Democratic win, Ina

compared “Palestinian If Biden wins, Democratic win. they will
civilians"” to *“Nazi civil- it means that b taleen for granted. In
ians" in a speech following 1 I i a Republican win, they
the Oct, 7 Haneas attack on will have an opportu-
Israel, All have received Muslim American  piiy o strengthen thelr
major funding from the fﬂl“m“nltlﬁ “rﬂl voice bevond the hamdfal
pro-lsrac] lobby, Ve of “progressives” who

Bui the bigzer problem is I I i champion Palesfinian, Arab,
theat Arab and Muslim voters be ineffective and Muslim rights, while also

canmnot alford o reverse

oourse on the “#AbandonBiden” moverment,
which has proven effective in nearly every
Diemocratic presibential primary,

After eight months of funding and
supporting lsrel's carmage in Gaza, which
has taken more than 36 04040 lives and
prabably far more, Bidens sudden call for
Tel Aviv (o embrace a ceasefire rings hollow,
Hi= suppsort for Israel has come af the
cost of 36,000 lives, For Arab and Muslim
Americans, Biden must lose. If he wins, it

strengthening their posiion

with the Democrats who suoteed Beden
Aorally, Beden is worse for Arabs and Muslims
than Trimya Four vesrs of Trimp's antagn-
nEsT dhoes ol even comee Close bo eight months
of Biden supporting Lsracl's brutal camage,

It i better to ebect Tromp, an inconsistent
peditician and convicied felon who they
rriay be abde to reason with, than 1o allow
Biden and the Democrats to realize that they
do nod el to listen to the concerns of the
couniry's Arab and Muoslim commumnities.

How Iraq’s ‘Development Road’ project can deliver stability

st tee months ago, amid

FEsing regronal lensions

resuliing from tit-for-tat

military exchanges be-

twesen Israel and Iran, Irag

presented a new vision for
logistical connectivity in the Middle Eaxst.

O April 22, Turkish President Hecep

Tayyip Erdogan, during his first visit to
[raq in 13 vears, sigiesd o memorandom of
urlerstanding with Iraq,

of bulk cargo, with exponential Increases
in subsedgquent vears. The project aims 1o
reduce the debhivery time from Shangha to
Botterdam from 33 to 15 days.

I represents a major effort by Iragi
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al-Sodam
ta instill fresh vigor into his conflict-ridden
country through a praject with consider-
able economic and strategic value, The
country obtains 50 percent of its revenues

[rom oil sakes, which

Qatar, and the UAE for ii means national finances
construction of the “Devel- are totally dependent on
opment Road”™ project, It representsa the vagaries of global ol
a multimodal transpor ' prices, the quantities of oil
corridor that would mqﬁ'}l‘fﬂ'ﬂﬂhj- it is permitted (o sell under
comnect the Arablan Gulf the Iragi prlnu_* OPEC-mandated quotas,
with Turkive through road minister to instill and the safe functioning of
and rail links across [rag. Iresh ‘l-'"E_E_.',ﬂl'illtﬂ the pipeline to transport 1t
The progect will cover a to Turkive,
. , his conflict- Tk o
distance of 1,275 ki amnd Ihe issue of pipeline
is expecied [o cost aboat ridden ['ﬂlllﬂ]'"j-’ safery is lnked to the
$20 billion. Starting from [ederal povernment's
the Iragi port of Al-Fao, at the mouth of the redations with the Kundistan Regional
Shatt Al-Arab, it will consist of roads tocarry Government., which frequently asserts full

eoadts and passengers, and freight radlway
lines that connect with Turkish road and
rail networks at the border town of Faysh
Khabur, Factories and workshops will also
be built along the new road and rail routes.
The lirst phase of port development s
expected to be completed by early next
vear. Within three vears, the railway
system is expected to carry 3.5 million
cargo confainers and X2 million tonnes
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conirel over oil exports froam its territory
and denies the central government the
revenues from such sales.
The Development Road indtiative will
therefore help to diversify national sources
of revenue, enabling the Iracgi government o
imvest in infrastructure, reconstrection, and
manufacturing, and thus providing the jobs
the people of the country 5o desperately need
There are several positive aspects to the

TALMIZ AHMAD
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praject. It enjoys the support of Qatar and
the UAE, who bring substantial experiise
and financing to the enterprise. Emirati
company ADTort has already signed an
agreemeent with its Iregi counterpar
to operate Al-Fao port and develop an
coonomic zone alongside it.

Turkive also backs the project, as it

confront some imporiant challenges, Trag
= emerging from four decades of domestic

and regional conflicts and 20, ot surpris-
ingly, its technibcal, financlal, and political
institutions are still in a fragile state. The
government will need to forcefully address
the probiems of inadequate governance
capabilities and endemic corruption if it is

complements Ankara’s own interest in to see the project through.,
positioning itsell as a regional economic A major hurdle Iraq faces in this regard
huh, and would help to i the presence of near-
link the country not only .i"-, autonomous militias, many
with Europs: 1o the west of them part of the Popular
biat also China (o the east, Several sonrces Maobithization Umis, that
through Central Asia, of conflict are frequently resort to use of
To help deepen ties with force against domestic and
Iraq, Erdogan signed, still present In regional foes, without fear
during his visit in April, Iraqg. These will of povernment sanctions.
a "Strategc Framework need to e tackled In recent months,
Agreement on Joint against the backdrop of the
Cooperation™ with the ifthe Il'l'ﬂfﬂ"ﬂ war in Gaza, FMLU militants
cotmiry, and menvoran- Is to succeed have liunched nearly 200
cdhums of understanding on i tacks on US tarngets in

trade, energy, and watler-sharing,

The last of these has been a partieularty
contentious issue between the two neigh-
boring countries: Turkive's dams on the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers have greatly
reduced the amount of water available to
Tradgg, even creating drought conditions on
oceasion, The latest agreemenits should
ensure closer cooperation on the use of
irrigation technology for the efficient use
of this scarce resource.

The project still needs to successfully
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Irag and Svria, inviting strong retaliatory
fire, Such activities create an environment
of insecurity and instability that could
undermine the implementation of the
nation's ambitious infrastructare project.

Several lethal spurces of conflict are
therefore still present in g These will
necd to be effectively tackbed if the Develop-
menit Boad progect is to suoceed inits aim ol
racically transforming the nation'’s cconomic
andd potitical situations and improving the
lives of its beleaguered peogle.
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Saudi consumers prioritize
comfort, reliability, and status
in their vichicle choboes.
Aly Hefiny
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The Kingdom imported 83,300 cars in 2023, marking a significant increase from the previous year's &6,800. This surge brings the total number of cars Imported bn 2022 and 2023 to 160,000. R4

Reem Walld Rivadh

Saudl Arabla™s antomotive
market surges ahead,
dominating over halll

of the Gulf Cooperation
Council car sales and

claiming a spot among the
top 20 global markets,

The Ringdom imported 93,300
cars in M3, marking a signifi-
cant increase from the previous
vears G000, as revealed by
Hamoud Al-Harbl, spokesperson
for the Zakat, Tax and Customs
Authonty. This surge brings the
total number of cars imported m
2022 and 20D to VG0 OEHE, with
major contributors including
Japan, India, South Korea, the
U5, and Thailand.

Despite the  positive  figures,
lingering questions  persist:
What exactly are the wvehicle
preferences of consumers  in
the Kinpdom, and what factors
influence  these  preferences?
Moreover, what considerations
guide buyers when making a
purchase decision?

Additionally, whati rodes do the
Mational Academy of Vehicles
and Cars and the Auiomotive
Mamufacturers Association plav
in alignment with Vision 20302

Driven by preference

saudi consumers’ vehicle prefer-
ences reflect a nuanced inter-
play between practicality and
lifestyle aspirations,

Alv Hefny, show manager
at Automechanika HRivadh, a
regional trade event for the
automotive afltermarket industry

underscores a demand for robost
vehicles tallored to navigaie
the nations varied terrain and
climatic conditions.

"Saudi conswmers prioritize
comfort, reliability, and status in
thelr vehicle chodces, while also
incorporating considerations
for environmental impact and
technologlcal  advancenent”
Helny told Arab News,

He further notes the evolving
mincset reflected in the growing
interest  in environmentally
consclous optlons and techno-
logical innovations, sach  as
electric and hybrid vehicles.

Furthermore, Karim Henain,
partner al Bain & Co,, notes that
Saudi consumer preferences [or
new vehicles are increasingly
alisned with those in Western
markets. There 5 a growing

demand for advanced connec-
tivity, infotainment sysiems,
and driving assistance technaolo-
gies such as Advanced Driver
Assistance  Systems,  autono-
maotis parking, and 360-degres
cameras, driven by the country’s
tech-savvy youth.

Maoreover, according lia
Matthias Zeigler, managing
director of Yolkswagen Middle
East, consumer preferences in
the Kingdom present a distinct
perspective compared o ofher
markeis

"While sedans remain present,
a clear trend toward SUWs is
evident, particularly for larger
r-scater models that align with
the stronzg emphasis on family
tramsportation within  the
region,” Zelgler todd Arab News,

Within Volkswagen, Zeigler

POSITIVE FIGURES

ingdom's automotive market surges
amid shifting consumer preferences

Saudi consumer preferences for new vehicles are increasingly aligned with those in Western markets

Thare s &

U ppied

revealed that their top-selling
maodels in Saudi Arabia are the
Teramond and T-KRoc, “both
recognized for their comforiable
driving experience, spacious
interiors, and comprehensive
leatire sels”

The  managing  director
highlighted how these attribates
resonale strongly with Saud| car
buyers, who mcreasingly prori-
tize practicality and comfort [or
extended journeyvs and family

kings,
“The upcoming  all-new
Tiguan is also expecied 1o

perform well in the market due
to its continuwed focus on these
core strengths” Zeigler asserted,

He noted the growing interest
in fuel efficiency as petrol prices
fluctuate,

“While not currently the
primary decision Factor, cos|
of ownership is an aspect we
are actively considering in the
development of fuwiure offer-
ings lor the Sandi market,” he
expdained

According to Sami Malkawd,
managing director of sales al
Ford Middle East, customers

in the Kingdom have a refined
taste when selecting their mext
vehcks, While luxury sedans,
such as the Ford Tauros, have
long been popular, there is
a noticeable Increase In the

popularity of small 51U7Vs,
“Brands have responded ito

o]

The cost of ownership
is o aspect we are
actively considering
in the development of
fotnre olferings for

the saudi market.

Matthias Zelgler
Managing crector Gf
Wb v gen Mickde Eps

the growth in interest in this
kind of 5LV, which offers practi-
cality, poswer, inlenor space, and
case of handling in a smaller
package - amd buvers are spoilt
for choice. In fact, there are
currently more than 40 types
of small SUVs available in this
market,” Malkawi disclosed.
The  managing director
highlighted that the company
recognized the demand and
launched the Ford Termitory in
the region in November 20022,
“Tust over a vear later,
Territory was the Hingdom's
top-selling small SUV and Ford
became the [astesi-growing
brand in the Kingdom. We're
proud o sec it come oul on top
in such a competitive category,
which holds the interesi of
80 Many consumers and auto

bramds.”

MNavigating
purchase factors

A Bain & Co. survey reveals a
pronounced focws on mnning
costs, with fuel and maintenance
overshadowing  other consid-
craticns,  particularly among
the vounger demographic
This aligns with global trends,
where operational affordability
ks crucial,

“Interestingly, dealership
service quality, hghly  valoed
in other markets, ranks lower
among Saudi buvers, possibly
reflecting different expectations
or expertences with aflter-sales
services,” Henain explained,

For electric vehicle entho-
siasts, charging Infrastrc-

ture emerges as the linchpin,

eclipsing concermns over driving
range and speed, underscoring
the imperative for  robust
charging networks.

"Our survey further reveals
distinct  vehicle preferences
ACToas ape proups: SUVE are
prefermed by Saudis aged 35 10 65
for their versatility and capacity,
while sedans are Tavored by the
25 o 3 age group for pracl-
cality and economy,” he sail
Henain  gdded that convert:
ibles, coupses, and hatchbacks
are more popilar among female

Satchis

Steering industry vision
The XNational Automotive and
Vehicles Academy  andd  the
Arfoamative Manufaciurers
Assorciation emerge as linchpins
in the Kingdom's automobive
narmative. NAVAS mandate of
nuriuring skilled talent alizns
seamlessly with Vision 2050
emphasis on human capital,
while the AMA advocates for
regulatory coherence  and
mnsdustry growth,

Zeigler  stresses  the  pivotal
mle of collaboration between
incdustry  stakeholders and
govermment institutions, propel-
ling Saudi Arabia toward a future
of  mobility  underscored by
efMiciency  and  environmental
stewandship,

"The NAVAS f[ocus on
nurturing skilled talent aligns
perfectly with the mndus-
iry's need for a strong future
workforce capable of drving
mnovation, aligning with Vision
2030% emphasis on human
capital” he pointed out,
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VISION 2030

Saudi Arabias Industry 4.0 initiative

drives economic diversification

hingdom leverages its abundant energy resources for cost-eftective, energy-dependent production

Mohammed Kinamnd Hiyoon

sandl Arabia has
cmbarked on an
ambitious journey

to fmbrace the Fourth

Industrial Revolution,
commonly associated
with the period around
the late 2000 Lo

the early 20010,

Hecognizing its transformative
potential for economic diversi-
ication and societal advance-
ment, the nation unveiled s
ambitions Vision 2030 plan on
April 25 2006, highlighting the
gtrategic  Nattonal  Inddusirial
Development  amnd  Logistics
Program, or NIDLF.

This imitiative aims to cultvate
hich-growth sectors domesti-
cilly and {oster an open economy
receptive to foreign  capital
infusion. Additionally, it serves
as a catalyst for integrating
[nddustry 4.0 technologies acposs
diverse sectors,

Speaking to Amb  News,
Harsh HRumar, chiel strategy
officer and co-founder of Shipsy
— a =zoftware platforme  that
helps logistics companies and
shippers manage their cargoes
—explained that Sawdi Arabia
is well-positioned 1o become
a regional hub for Industry
40. The RKingdom loverages
its abundant energy resources
for cosl-effective, ENHTEY -
dependent production and s
strategic geographec location as
a crossroads for Asia, Europe,
and Africa to develop advanced
supply chain infrastructure,

From investments in the tech
sector to fostering an innovation
ecosvsiem, the Kingdom has lald
the groundwork for a thriving
Enowledge-based ECONOMY
poised for the challenpes and
opportunities of the digital age.

As a G20 member, Saudil Arabia
actively losters a progressive
environment o nurture entre-
prencurship and drive techno-
loggdeal advancement,

The establishment of mmova-
ton hubs, startup accelerators,
and research institutions creates
fertile ground for collabsoration
and creativity. Initiatives  like
the Saudi Venlure Capilal Co.,
the Ring Abdullah University of
Science and Technolosy, and the
King Abdulaziz City for Science
and Technology are fueling the
development of cutting-edge
applications.

By fostering a culture of
innovation and entreprensur-
ship, Saudi Arabia cmpoywers its
vouth and workforce to harmess
the opportunities presented by
the Fourth Industrial Revolution
and contribute o its economic
pProsperity.

Rumar added that Saudi Arabia
can adopd smarl manufacturing
and supply chain technologies
such as Al predictive intelli-
gence, automation, as well as
0T, amdd robotics o enhance
efficiency and capitalize on

erowing domestic demansdd.

"A supportive policy fraome-
waork offering Imcentives,
investment in cducation Lo culti-
vate a skilled workforce, and
fostering research and devel-
opment through partnerships
with global tech leaders will be
crucial,” Kumar saed.

He further noted that inter-
national collaborations coald
import hest practices and tallor
innovative  solutions, sctiing
saudl Arabla as a leader in the

region’  technological  trans-
formation and supply  chain
excedlenoe,

Assessing the current level of
digitalization and technological
maturity within Sauch Arabia’s
industrial sector, Rumar noted
that, according to tech giant
Encsson, the Kingdom has an
impressive 98 percent mtermel
penetration among its over 32
million people.

“The nation is on the cusp of
sigmificant  transformation.
Then, initiatives like the
[hzital Crovermmient
Aunthority amd Vision
A0 will fuel smart
clty projects, enhance
chigrital healthcare,
uperade  infrastruc-
ture, amnd help roll out
attonomons  supply
chain  technologies”
Rumar said.

He added that the
e-commerce  sector s
expecied 0 exceed 513
hillion by 2025, introducing

e |

sandi Arabia's
coammitment to YVision
2030 provides a

sl Foundation for
cmbracing Industry
4.0, positioning it as a
leader in technological
advancement in

the Midkdle East.

Harsh Kwmar
Chisf strategy officer and
co-Toundar of Shipay

Immense  appartimiies 1o
ernhance end-to-end warehoase
and delivery operations using
Al

"Furthermore, the govern
ment has initiated a 1.2 hillion
progvam to boost the digital
capabilities of 100,000 stwdents
by 20307 he said. Highlizhting
the specilic subsectors within
the Saudi industrial landscape
leading the adoption of Industry
40 technologies, Rumar empha-
sized that mbust amnd resil-
ient supply chain amd Joglstics
nelworks are  crtical  across
manufacturing, trade, retail, and
other industries.

He explained that a nation’s
eross  domestic product s
directly linked to its supply
chain performance. Therefore,
it s unsarprising that the supply
chain industry s expected 1o
embrace advanced lechnolo-
gics like Al, machine leamning,
as well as 1oT, automation, and
analytics, along with predictive
inteligence and blockehain,
These  technodogies  are
anticipated to reduce
cosls, drive sustainabilily,
Improve Cusiomer service,
balance  demand and
supply, control prices
of evervday items like
ETOCETIeS, viegelia-
bles, and  meat,
and ultimately

enhance Sandi

Arabia’s gloksal

COMmpetiiiveness,
The secondd

edition of the Global Machinery
& Equipment Report 20024,
released by Bain & Co., reveals
gigniificant  opportundties  for
machinery and  egquipment
manufacturers worldwicde,

The study Incieates that these
manufacturers can  achieve
immediate and  substantial
Improvemenis in productivity,
with potential zains ranging
froan 340 to 50 percent.

This transformation can be
accomphished by leveraging
Al, lean methodologies, digital
advancements, amnd sustain-
ability innovations, essential
components of the envisioned
"Factory of the Future.”

The same report added
that many machinery execo-
fives mcreasingly consider Al
adoption urgeni. According to
Bain's research, 75 percent of
executives from  the broader
advanced manufacturing
inglustry said  that  adopting
emerging technologies such
a% Al s their top prionty in
enginecring, research, and
development.

Discussing the future path of
sanedl Arabda’s industrial sector
i the era of Industry 4.0 and the
kev opportunities, challenges,
and uncertainties ahead on
this transformative journey,
Kumar stated that the Ringdom's
indusirial sector 8 set 10 evolve
through the digitalization and
automation of supply  chain
operations, enhancing eMclency
and fostering innovation.

FAST
FACT

Fram Invest-
ments in the
tech sector
to fostering
an innovation
ecosystem,
the Kingdom
has kaid the
groundwork
for a thriving
knowledge-
based scono-
my poised for
the challanges
and opportu-
nities of tha

| digital age.

imternaticnal
aollaborations
could import beat
practices and

and supply chabn
excellence, SPA

"Rey  opporfunities  inchade
the development of sman
factories, prowth in demand
for e-qcommerce, enhanced
data integration across the
supply chain, and increased
elobal competitiveness throuagh
ahvanced  technobogies  like
Al and IoT he sanl Kumar
anficipates that the Kingdom
will witness additional Invest-
ments in workforce apskilling,
cybersecurity risk management,
and development pohicies that
sifeguard  customer  Informa-
ton, especially as Al s booming,

“COwverall, Siudi Arabia's
commitmeni fo Vision 2000
provides a  solid foundation
for embracing Industry 4.0,
positioning it as a leader in
technodogical advancement in
the Middle East,” he said.

Commenting on the strides
mukdle by Sawdi industrial compa-
e in embracing  advanced
analyties and  data-driven
decision-making, RKumar sakds
“We see a rapid translorma-
tion ecowrTing when il comaes o
cmbracing advanced technolo-
gies like Al, ML and automation ™

He added that businesses are
increasingly  becoming  aware
of the benefits these technolo-
gics can deliver m werms of
productivity, cost savings, risk
rmafigation, and preparedness for
unprecedented events,

Under Vision 2030, the Saadi
government will inwvest S20
Billion in Al by 2030 (o develop
the country’s digital sectaor.,
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THE BEST OF THE REST
Under pressure Madeo in China
China firmsseek  Turkive imposes
probe into EU 40% tariffon
dairy imporits vehicle imports

Far the coming year, Fortlsa’s chjective is to solidify its presance In the UAE and lay the groundwork for potential expanslon across the MEMA reglon 520

MNowur El-Shaerl Calre

Fintech companies
continue to expand in
Saudi Arabla, with the
nation increasingly
becoming a magnet for
financial technology.

LAE-based Fortis is bringing its
one-stop paint of sale, customer
relationship MEanaEement,
order management system, and
payvments solution to sapport
amall and medium-sized enier-
prises in the Kingdom.

In an mterview with Arab
News, Arseny Kosenko, execu-
tive wice president of Fortis,
a1t Hmed the COMPany'’s
immediate goals and long-term
vision for its operations in the
region, particularly in Sauds
Arabia, where they see substan-
Hal growth potential aligned
with the Ringdom's Viskon
2,

Fortis |5 sirategically
launching in the UAE, setting
the stage for further expansion
inte Sauci Arabia and other
Middle East and North Africa
COURLries,

“We alm to successfully biunch
im the UAE markel amnd create
opportunitics for expansion inlo
other countries,” said hosenko.

A strategic Kingdom

Over the long term, Fortis
intends o deeply  influence
the Saucdi market by delivering
high-quality products and
services fallored to the unique
needs of Saudi businesses and
COAISILTETS.

“We will e able to assast small
businesses in growing in Hne
with the plans amd Vision 20340,"
Foosepler stated,

The goal 15 0 enhance the

STARTUP OF THE WEEK

Fintech Fortis targets
Saudi Arabia's SME sector

Firm outlines goals and long-term vision for its operations in the region

operational capabalities of SMEs,
thereby contributing to gross
domestic product growth and
enhancing the lechnological
perception of the Saudi market.

Fortis plans to cater exten-
sively 1o both domestic users
Al Loaaresls, particulary
during significant events like
Expo 2030, by improving
merchant amnd customer inter-
actions through their advanced
amnichannel salutions,

For the coming year, Fortis’s
ohpective is (o solidify iis
presence in the UAE and lay
the groundwork for potential
expansion across  the MENA
region.

The company wanis o
EI oW Er hisinesses o Lhrive
m a digtal landscape by
enbhancing customer engage:
ment and operational efficiency
through their comprehensive
ligital tools.

In response to specific needs
within the Sandl market, Fartis
i developing tatlored features
in their omnichannel platform
bo comply with local regulations
and business practices.

“Different regions, Including
Sawdl  Arabla,  may
vanows features or regulitory
considerations for businesses,”
explained Kosenko

The company plans 1o adapt
it= pricing podicies, marketing
strategies, and partnerships
o align with local business
EIVIMORens,

To comply with Saudi Arabia’s
evolving regulations, Forfis
is committed to proactive
meonitoring  of regulatory
changes, meainiaining
sitong  communication
with authorities, and
ensuring  that  their
team s well-tratmed

PELIre

In compliance requirements.

This approach is supporied
by technology and automa-
tion 1o sireamline compli-
ance processes effectively, he
explained,

Through these strategic initia-
tives, Fortis = setling a course 1o
become a pivodal player i Sands
Arabias digital transforma-
tion, supporting the Kingdom's
economic diversification efforis
and enhancing the competitive
edge of local businesses in the
glohal markeiplace,

"Sauci  Arabia is  actively
enhancing SME  fAnancing
through regulatory support and
digital transformation Initia-
tives. This allgns perfectly with
Fortis's mission o empower
SMEs with digital tools that
enhance their operations and
market reach.”

SMEs are a crucial
segment for us, and

how they engage with
their clicnts shapes the
evolution of our product.
Arseny Kosenko

EvP of Fertis

While specific details about
the official launch and local
office establishment in Saudi
Arabia are still under wraps,
Hosenko mentioned that Fortis
is focused on building effec-
five parinerships  that  will
simplily and enhance Husiness
operations, making them
more cfficient and Improving
customer  relationships  and
overall business performance,

As for the company’s markel
position, Rosenko highlighted
the importance of SMEs
slating, “SMEs are a crucial
segment for us, and how they
engage with their clients shapes
the evolution of our product.”

Fortls aspires to become an
indispensable omnichannel
platform  that  brdges the
gap between merchants and
customers, enhancing interac-
tons and technolosical expseri-
ences for SMEs while also
providing value to larger stake-
holders like banks and utility
CormpEnies.

Regarding  imdustry  evolu-
tion, Kosenko emphasized the
shift from traditional payment
terminals o0 more  sophisti-
cated POS systems that suppor

comprehensive BisIness
manasemoent including
transactions, inventory, and

customer data.

"We'ne seeing an increasc in
the adoption of order manage-
ment systems that facilitate a
seamless omnlchannel experi-
ence [of customers,” he saxd

Fortis plans to leverage those
trends by continuing to priori-
tize customer focs and sinpli-
Iying
CNSUrINE =camiess hlerac-

tions between sellers  andd
buvers through a user

Iriendly interfvoe,

PAVIEnl PROCESSes,

Chinese companies pan o ask
authorities o open an “anti-
subsichy” investigation into im-
poris of some damry products
Trom the E1T the state-backed
Global Times newspapser
reported on Saturday,

The report comes as trade
tensions hetween the EU and
China intensify, with the E1
conducting investigations into
vanous imports from China,

In January, China opened
an investigation into brandy
imported from the ELU

In May. the EU launched
an investigation into flag-
ralled products of bro or
slee] plated or coated with
tin from China. Reuters

Turkive will impose a 40 per-
cent additional tari on Imports
of vehbehes froom Chima to balt

a possible deterdoration of its
current aceount balance aned
et domeesiic automakers,

The adchtional Turkish tariff
will be set at a minimuom of
57,0040 per vehicle, with effect
froem July 7, a presidential deci-
sion piblished in the country's
Official Gazetie showed.

"An additional tarff will be
imposed on import of comven-
tloweal and hyhrid passenger
vihicles from China in order
to increase and profect the
decreasing share of domestic
produetion,” the Trade Minds-
try sancl, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY *

In 2022, Germany's
inflation rate was

INFLATION RATE IN GERMANY

naary at B%. This
wos the highest
figure since 1992
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Rising from the Ashes

PAULA YOO
Paula Yoo's "Rising from charged with the beating of
the: Ashes”® is a compeling, Rodney King and the carlier
nuancad account of Los kiling of teenager Latasha

Angeles's 1892
uprising and its
impact on its ._:.3;--"'

RISING

Korean and Black
oomemunitias
Following the acquittal
of police officers

Regulatory approval

Bajaj Housing
Finance files

for S835m IO

India’s Bajaj] Housing Finance
[icl. has fibed with the oot
try's markets regulator to mise
up to 70 billion nupees (S534.11
muillion} through an initial
public offering.

The firm, a unit of non-bank
lender Baja) Finance, will raise
fundls through a primary ssue
worth 40 billion rupees.

The company is the first
high-profke firm secking regu-
latory approval for an [PO after
the recent national elections.

In September 2002 the
Heserve Bank of India released
a list of non-bank benders with
SO billion rupees of assets to

be listed on stock exchanges by

Seplember 2025 Rauters

ralL& TOO
="

i and moving story of

Harlins. The book is
a vivid, propulsnye,

A pivotal moment

in recant Amanonn
history that continues
to resonate today.

Cammoadities

World food
prices rise for
third month

The United Nations world food
price index rose for a thind
consecutive month in May,

as higher cereals and daary
product prices outweighed
drops in prices for sugar and
vegetable olls.

Thee UN Fosod and Agriculture
Orgamzation's proce nodex,
which tracks the most globally
traded food commodities, aver-
apedd 1204 poimts in May, up 0.9
percent from its revised April
lewvel, the FAC sakd on Friday.

The uptick in May was sup-
proartesd by cereal prices rising
6.3 percent month-on-month
amid growing conocms abood
unfavorahle crop conditions.
Reuters

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Jesddah Logistics Park, strategically
located on the vital Asia-Europe shipping
rownte, will provide workd-class multl-
sl connectivity and market access.

Suftan Ahmed bin Sulayem
Chakrmdn arsd CED of OPF Weild
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| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

DP World, Mawani break ground
on $250m Jeddah Logistics Park

DPF World and Saudi Ports
Authorty, known as Mawani, have
commenced construction of a new
SRAO0 milleom {250 million) kois-
ties park at Jeddah Islamde Port.
The: Gacility wall provide state-of-
the-art storage and distnbuton
seTvices, a5 well as boost trade in
Sawdi Arabia and the wider region.

The 415, -scpuare- meder
greenficld fEodily will feature
45,0000  square meters of
warehousing space amd  a
sprawling  mulli-purpose  shorage
vardl, making i the largest
iniegrated logistics park im the
Ringdom. It will have the capacity
for more than 330000 pallet
positions, olfering customers an
efficient platform [or the seambess
oy of goods to and from Jeddah.

Sigmed in H02T ag part of a
A0-vear concession, Jeddah Logns-
tics Park will be developed In two
phases with a planned opening
in Q2 3025 The fheility will
e a rooftop soldar plamt on the
warehouwse that will generate 20
MW of renewable energy, coninb-
uhing toits sustainablc design.

The collsboration  between
Mlavwsand aced T Workd also bschisdes
the manapement of the Soulh
Confainer Termmal through a
soparate J0-year concession signed
i 20030 The terminal = currently m
the final phase of a comprehemsyve
modemnization project, schodubed
for completion i Q4 2004, which
will see the handling capaciy being
rmmpedd up to 5 million 20-foot
equivalent umits.

Altcrether, the two DP Workd
projecis represend a  combined
investment of ¢lose to SE4 hillion,

Speaking al the groundbreaking
event, Sultan Ahmed bin Sadayem,
chatrmean amnd CEO of DP Wiorld,
sadd: “Sadi Arabia bas abwvays been

WORLD-CLASS CONNECTIVITY

-
DP WORLD

a deeply important market for DP
World and this mibestone repre-
senls our ongning  commuitment
te the Kingdom. Jeddah Logistics
Park, strategically located on the
vital Asia-Europe shipping route,
will provide world-class mulis-
modal commectivity and market
aperess for our cusiomers while
siippoiting  the ambitious goals
off Sanch Vision 2060, This mvest-
ment marks a signifcant step as
we mark 25 vears of operations
in Jeddah and underscoses our
enchiring commitment 1o [eili-
tating the Aow of trade.”

Pressdent of Mawani  Omar

hin Talal Hard sud: “This new

DP WORLD JEDDAH

LOGISTICS PARK

GROUNDBREAK NG CEREMDMNY

HIGHLIGHT

The 415,000-square-meter
greasnfield facility will feature
188,000 square meters of
warchousing space and a
sprawling multi-purpose
storage yard, making it the
largest integrated logistics
park in the Kingdom.

lopnistics area will be connected
iy DF Waorkdls South Container
Terminal at Jeddah Islamic Port,
facilitating growth and increasing
the number of contatners andled
al the terminal The project s

deylil diiungll AERia
025 ._rm cunllall Jrua gnilgal
weflisalll poy oy Joen

paart of Mawanls boader efforts
o expand the number of logistics
centers I Sauch ports, n pariner-
ship with maor national and inter-
national companies, and in line
with the ohjectives of the National
Transport and Logistics Strategy
and Visbom 2006

Mohammad Alshatkh, country
head, Sawdi Arabia, DP Waorld,
provided details on the compre-
hensive project to attendees al
the groundbreaking, including
the UAE Consul General io
saudi Arabin Nasser Huwaiden
Thaiban Ali  Alkethi, senbor
saudi  povernmment representa-
tives and members of DF World's

Juilg_n sbs

MAWANI « | .

beadership veam,

Aligning  closely  with  Saudi
Yimon 2030, Jeddah Logistics
Park represenis a major devel-
opnenl or DF World at Jeddah
Islamic Porl. This state-of-the-art
facility will optimize the logistics
processes for both importers and
exporters, prowiding an integratexd
platform lor trade and logsties,
Customeers will be able to benefil
from ¢ffcient services that link port
operations to last-mdbe activitics,
as well as bonded and unbonded
sones, world-class  lemperature-
comtrobled  storage, import  and
export copsolidation centers and

ather vahuae-added services,

EXCLUSIVE APPEARANCE

Trendyol hosts ‘Ertugrul’

star for launch of
Jeddah popup store

Turkish star Engm  Altan
[Mizyatan. renoaned [or  his
role in “Hesuwrrection: Ertugrul”
meade an exclusive appearance at
Tremdvol™s popuip store af Jeddah's
hall of Arabea, The actor refbecied
on s posite  cxpenience  of
being in Jedidah, his ashion inspa-
rations, and his collaboration with
Trendyal

The popup store, open for
wo  weeks, showcases the
Turkksh e-commerce platlorm'’s
own-brand  Somenswear
and men's collecton.
exclusively desigmed
by Tremdyols in-howse
team amd produced by
high queality  manuifac-
turers m Tirkiye,

Engin Altan Ddzyatan .

The codbection features
romantic chiffon dresses, satin
evening  gowns, muoli-use
idresses, abavas, kaftans, taibored
blazer sets amd dresses, as well
a5 feminine blouses, It also
includes rmeffles, belt  details,
voluminois sheeves, and multi-
lavered skl forms, for family
gatherings., occasions,  and
events.

Thi= collection ks now avail-
able across Trepdvol's entire
PO ool print

Trendyol launched in
the GCOC in [ate 2023
and guickly became
e of  the  mosi
downloaded shopping
apps  in the region,
amassing more than 1.5
' million active customers

Malaysian F&B products
shine at Saudi Food Show

MATRADE Jeddah, the commer-
rial section of the Consulate
reneral of Malaysia in Jeddah,
recently organized the partici-
pation of 33 Malaysian exhibi-
tor= 1 the Sauch Food Show
20024, an intcmational exhibi-
tion dedicated to the food and
beverage  industry  held  last
maanth in Kiyachh.

Regarded as the larpest F&B
sokrcing event in the region, the
Sauch Food Shoay featured more
than LOOO exiobiors from 97
counines. Among them  wero
Malavsian exhibitors, including
mid-tier companies and small-
medium enterprizes, promoting
a diverse range of products such
as  ready-to-cat meals,  pland-
based food, health beverages,
premium  confectioneries,  food
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The Malay=inn pavilions played a
slgnificant rola In showeasing tha
cowntry's capablifties and offerings.

mgredients, and flavornmegs. The
Malaysian pavilions, represenied
by Malavada's Mingstey of Agricul-
fure amd Food Secunty, Halal
Development Corporation, and
the Malavsia Internatbonal Halal
Showcase, played a significant
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rale in showeasing the country’s
capabdlities and offerings.

Dunng the evenl, the Saudi
Food Excellence Awards 2024
was heldto recognize outstanding
and innovative brands in the
indusiry, In which a Malavsian
company, Global Brand Swmersy
sdn Bhd, was honored with the
Best Packaging Design amd Best
Besverape awards,
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Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Nationalization

Almarai to
train Saudi
youth for jobs

Almaral Company hosted
its annual Nationalization
Ceremaony 2024 on May 26,
under the skoean “National-
Eration as a Strategic Gaoal”

The ceremony witnessed
Lhe sigmiing of several agree-
ments with Hail University,
Frince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz
Lniversity, Imam Moham-
miadd bin Saud Islamic
LUniversity, Authority for
the Care of Persons with
Dizabdlities, Saudi Logistics
Acackemy. Food Indusiries
Institute, and Charity
Orphans Care Foundation —
Ekhaa,

The signed agreements
aim o quadifly and train more
Saudi vouth to attract them
to the labor market in the
food and beverage industry
through Almarai’s training
and employment programs.

Automobile Offer

‘Drive Now, Pay
Next Year' deal
for Nissan

Arabian Aubormolbdles, the
Hagship company of the AW
Hostamani Group and the
exclusive dealer for Nissan
in Dmabad, Sharjahy, and the
northern emibrates, s dem-
onstrating its commitment
to commmunity and conswumer
welfare with an inmosative
relicf initkative — “Lirive Noaw,
Pay Next Year™

As part of this offcr, custom-
ers purchasing specific Nissan
rodlels during une can defer
thesdr mitial monthly install-
menit until January or Febra-
ary 3025, benehting from an
eight-month payment holiday.,

Heakh Insurance

GMS taps
CoverGo for

digitization

Group Medical Services, a
health insurance company
in Canada, and Coverlo, a
global no-code insurance
Saas platform for health, life,
and P&C, are jJoining forces
to cligritize GMS' entire health
iI'|:1I|I.r':|:l'!||"-|'*!'l.'u:-ijl.'ﬁEE't'I:'l-

GMS s adopting CoverGo
as ils end-to-end modular
core insurance patform for
empovee benefits providing
comprehensive health, den-
Ll anad Hie coverage, as well
as for individual health and
travel Insurance across Can-
ada. Leveraging CoverGo's
patented no-code product
builder and advanced policy
and claims management
capahilities, GMS 15 able to
Lanine b customized prodects

al record
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Sport Newﬁ

Quesn af cloy Ign Swiatek capfured o 3rd giralght
l‘rmhl;l-ptn cRown with o cruahing victory aver
Jasmine Paolind to clkalm her Sth Grand Slam tile.

MOTORSPORTS

Yazeed Al-Rajhi crowned
winner of Desafio Ruta 40 Rally

Saudi stars victory marks 4th round of the World Rally-Raid Championship

Armb Mews Cordoba Arpenting

World champlon Yazeed
Al-Rajhl has become the
first Sawdi and third non-
Argentinian driver to win
in Argentina since 20140
after he was crowned the
2024 Desatio Ruta 40 Rally
winner on Friday.

The Saasdi driver® win marks the
foarrth rotmnd of the Waorkd Rally-
Haid Championship, said in a3
media statement.

Al-Rajhd  and  his  German
co-drver  Timo rottschallk
hnished first by just 13 secomds.
They recorded a total time of 7
hoars, 38 milnutes, and 21 seconds
over |y days on rough, technleal
gravel tracks between June 1-7.

"Winning by just scconds is
an imcredible feeling. It was a
long ancd herce batthe, and 1 led

Winning by
Juint amconds is
an incredibia

focding, says
Yazeed Al-Rajhi
S

skillfnlly every day. This victory
is well-deserved for me and the
team,” sxid Al-Rajhl.

“T am celighted with this win. [
thank God for this victory ... IL%
great to be back in Argentina, Last
vear, | finished third, and today
I won the second edition of the

Desafo Ruta 40 Rally,” he added.

Co-driver Gottschalk  saide
“It wasn't for the faint-hearted
Yazeed Ored another rocket in
the fimal kilometers, overcoming
every challenge. It was  truly
outstanding  driving. We are
thrilled with this victory and

definitely deserve the upcoming
summer bireal”

The Sauwchi champion secured
viciores in two of the five stages,
finishing second in the remaining
three, accumulating  wvaluahble
points that pliced him second
in the WIRC standings aller the
Argentine rally.

The team’s remarkable perfor-
mance leaves them just 25 points
behind the leader, with the
competition remaining open wntil
the final round in Moroocco in
ik,

The rally began with a probogue
mnm Comdoba, where Al-Raghi
socured second place. After thai,
he dominated the first loop stage.
In the secomd stage, the longest at
T2tk km, he maintiined his overall
bead, The third stage, a 451-km
loop, saw the team perform
brilliantly, keeping their lead

The [ourth stage in La Rigga

BACKRGROUND

Yazeed Al-Rajhi and his
German co-driver Timo
Gottschalk finlshed first
by just 13 seconds. They
recorded a total time of
1T howrs, 38 minutes, and
21 saconds over aix days
on rough, technical gravel
tracks betwean June 1-T,

covering 676G km, was extremely
ik, but  AlRajhi drove
catliousdy 1o avold any fssses,
finishing the stage still in the lead,

In the Amal stape, he faced a
thrilling challenge, with only one
gecotid separating him from his
closest competitor in the provi-
stomal  standhimgs. Ultimately,
Al-Bajhi and Goftschalk won by
40 seconds, securing a brave
VICTINY.

MAJOR TOURNAMENT

Foden, Wirtz and
Yamal among

AP Londan

EURO 20024 will take place across 10
worhl-class aadiums v Germany
froen the Olympdastacion Berdin o
the Volksparisstacdhon in Hambairg,
Here i look af some of the players
exprected 1o light up the European
Championship i Germany which
kicks off on June 14.

Phil Foden (England)

Nurtured with care by Pep
Guardiola, Foden has taken some
time to break through to world-
class kevel. He's there now — and
the Manchester City forward is
heading into a magor inferna-
tioral tournament as a certain
siarter for Englamd for the first
time and as the Premier Leage's
best player this season. Whle
defenses occupy themsebves with
Harry Kane and Jude Bellingham,
it might be Foden who benefits
the maost with his quick Feet and
eve for goal. Where he starls — as
an aftacking ceniral midficider
or on one of the wings — will
e mnteresting (o see. Bul he
will start, and that’s exciting for
England fans who have been
walting for Foden to blossom.

Florian Wirtz (Germany)
A player in the mold of Foden

and maybe another Man City
player in Jack Grealish because
o hiz loswv-zlimg socks — 15 Witz
who has established himsell as a
standout in the German league at
newly crowned champion Bayver
Leverkusen, Al age 21, Wirlz is

players to light
up Euro 2024

a No, 10 with amazing balance,
technical ability and creativity
whio dovetails that with a relent-
less pressing game - something
demanded of attacking players
in the modern era. Omce the
voungest scorer in Bundeslisa
history (at age 17, he was one of
the voungest ever plavers [or
Germany  and scored against
France after seven secomds in
March, It was thought o be the
[astest infernatbonal goal ever
before thal record was brodoen
later that day. This is his first
major intermational tourmament
— a knee injury ruled him out of

the 2022 World Cup — and surely
won't be his last.
Lamine Yamal (Spain)

The old saving “il youw're goodd
enough, you're old enough®
certainly applies to Yamal, the
Spain winger who was 15 years,
O months and 18 dave when he
made his debut for Barcelona and
will still be ¥ when Euro 20024
begins. Yamal, bom near Barce-
lona to a mother from Equato-
il Guinea and a father from
Morocoo, is the latest prodizy to
come ottt of Barcelona™ fameed
La Masia academy and he hasn’
slopped breaking records, The
voungest player to debul — and
soore — in the Spanish league,
the yvoungest to start in the
Champlons League, the voungest
o0 scorme for Spain’s national
team and the youngest to score
in a European Championsiip
qualifier, Fast and direct, Yamal

Lo [

-

MNurtured with care by Pep Guardiola, Phil Foden has token some time to break through to world-class level. Soutery

alrepcdy has guite a presence
despite his age.

Rafael Leao (Portugal)

Portigal will one day arrive at the
post-Crnistiano Ronaldo erm and
the team will need an attacking
star to build around. Leao has the

ability to be that plaver, even if
hiz standout performances have
heen raver than many at AC Milan
would have wanted this season
Liao's talent is clear — he isone of
the world’s most exciting wingers
and few are able 1o run with the
ball with such pace, power and

athleticism, A reported release
clavse of €175 million (S50
million) is testament to thai
but theres certainly room for
improvement with Leao, particu-
larty when he hasn't got space
Ber run it and he i tasheed with
breaking down packed defenses,

Sport

Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Tennis

Iga Swiatek
wins French
Opentitle

lga Swiatek strengthened her
regiiation as the queen of clin
by caphuring a third straight
French Open crowmn with a
crushing &2 6-1 victory over
Eth sedd Jasmine Pacding on
Saturcay to cladm her fifth Gramd
Skamn tithe,

Swialck’s 2kt stragdhi victory
at her happicst hunting ground
put her in fourth place in the
list of bongest winning streaks
at Roland Garvos i the Open
era behind only Chris Evert (23,
Moibea Seles 425) and Justine
Hemin (24, The 2%-vear-okl, who
armived in Paris in the form of ber
lifiz having bfted titles in Macnid
and Rome, extended ber rum of
victories an clay this vear toa

career-best 19 mantches, Reuters

Baskatball

Caidin Clark
fawcesls
(lympicsnub
Women's basketball phenom:
etnon Caltlin Clark will not be
selected] for the Undted States
Paris Olymgacs team, mid e
LTS media reports sasd Saturday,
The Athletic reported that
Clark was expected (o be
emishbed for an Ohymiphe theket.
Clark entered the WNBA this
season afler a record-shattering
colbege career that has send

inderest in women's baskethall
skyrocketing. AFP

T20 World Cup
Bangladesh
defeat Sri Lanka
by 2 wickets

Bangiadesh beat Sri Lanka
by two wickets with six balls
rematining in a tense match
i New York, consigning Sri
Lanka to its second consec-
tive loss in Group [

Gurtsez and Theahim are
anly the thiird pair and first
openers Lo post back-to-hack
century paritnerships at o
Twenty20 World Cup. They
stayed together umntil the 15th
over when Ihrahim was out
for 44 from 4l halls

Gtz Anally was out in
the 20th over, having madke 80
from 56 balls with five fours
and fve sixes. The Afphani-
stan mnings contained nine
sixes and 10 fours. AP

Follow Arnb News
Beriefs all through the
day @ArabNows
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The Kelly Clarkson Show' won the
Outstanding Daytime Talk Seres for the
fowrth conseoutive year at the 2024
Daytlma Emmys this week, bringing Bally
Charkson's total to elght awwrds aver the
firet frve seasons of har populsr talk show.

TheSix

Riyadh’s gems

Here are six spots in
Rivadh to satisfy your leed
coffes cravings,

Medd Collee &
Roastery

Medd offers artisanal blends
and a welcoming ambiance,
perfect for savoring a variety
af ieed colfee options ina
laid-back atmosphere.

.f"'-"

Elixir Bunn Coffee
Hoasters

Elixir Bunmn is celebrated
for its meticulously sourced
beans and inviting atmosphere.
o neiot miss their signature
il Bunn Bliss.

£l

*

Brewih2

Brewd2 offers a wide range of
coffee options, including iced
coffee made from single-origin
heans and signature blends
freshly roasted in-house,

RAW Coffee
Company

RAW is known for its specialty

brews, and if vou find yoursell

in the vicinity, don®t miss teeir

sigmature woed RAW Refresh or
Chill Out Codd Brew.

|

1M1

Cetehrated for its sleek modermn
design and warm ambiance, the
cafe alfers a diverse menu of
preminm coffec from Ethiopia,
Uganda, Colombia and elsewhere.

Ashjar Cafe

The pleturesque cale, Ashjar,
characterized by jis abundant
plants and greenery, in the King
Abciullah Financial District is a
calm spol to grab an eed coffes,

Arab Mews Ducal

Fart-Middle Eastern
madlels Loll Bahia, Nora
Attal and Mona Tougaard
padd tribuate to thelr
lellow Itallan supermodel
Vittoria Ceretti for her
birthday this week.

The three moddels took to Insta-
ETIm Slories o share maonweris

with the birthday girl.
Tougaard — who has Danish,
Turkizh, Somali and Ethiopian
ancestry — wrote, “Happy
beday 1oy odher half™ and in
thie following picture added,
“my Italian gqueen” Among the
pictures she shared were two of
Cercttd with US Datch Pakes-
tinian mnode] Grigt Hadid on set.
French Algerian model Bahda
shared i picture that appeared
En e an sed for o brand sl

while the British Moroccan Attal
posted a throwback pacture of her
andd Ceretti from when they were
younger, captioning it, “Baby V<N

Thiz week, Cerettl Wiis on a
hirthday getaway and shared
pictures rom her celebration
with her L6 millkon Instagram
fod bovners,

In one shol, she posed in
the desert wearing a hot red,
form-fitting dress with three-
chmensional loral designs on
the midsection and a plunging
msckline, She also shared photos
of the flowers she received for
er birthday, a3 sunset dinner,
a horseback riding experience
and a cozy evening by the fire.

“"Happy, grateful, in heaven
andl a year older,” she captioned
HEr e
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Finally

CLOSE UP

Mideast models celebrate
Vittoria Ceretti’s birthday

Ceretii, who grew up in Brescia,
a small towmn ouiside Milan, began
her modeling career at the age of
4 at Elite Mode] Look, one of the
world’s most prestigious inter-
national mockeling competitions.
She was chosen as g Analist and
sipned with the agency.

A pivotal motment in her
Cireer Wais :-.¢'|'|||'ia|].: her firsi
beauty contract with Chanel,
which appodnted her as the face
of {8 beauty line in 2008,

Mona Tougaard, Vittoria Cerettl,
and Loll Bah have worked
together with fashion brunds llke

Courreges, oty Images

brsit: Loll Bahla, right, postad &
plcture with Vittoria Ceretti for her

birthday_ Instagram

Since then, Ceretti’s careet
has been marked by continmous
SUCCeRg,

She has walked for Versace,

Do, Celine and Loaks YViditon

and has fronted beauty and
fashion ad campaigns for
hrands like Tory Burch, Dolce &
Gabbana, Balgard and Prada,

Fler latest campalgns, unvetled
in May, were for Calvin Rletn
and Marc Jacobs. For Calvin
Elein's summer coflection, she
wiore monochromatic white
picces, while for Marc Jacobs,
she donned a codorful pink Enit
swedater paired with the bramd's
white “Sack Bag"

Amira Al=2uhadr shared a ploture
with Frincescn Amfitheatrof and
her fellow medels. rstapwn

HIGH JEWELRY
Amira
Al-Zuhair
models

Jor Louis
Vuillon in
Saint-Tropezx

Arab Mews Llooal

Saudi model Amira Al-Zuhair
this weck walked in Louls
YVuitton's high jewelry show

in Saint-Tropez, attended by
celebrities such as British actress
Phoebe Dvnevor and Thai
actress Urassaya Sperbuand.

The collection, the label's sixth
high jewelry collection, was
designed by the house's artistic
director of pwelry and waiches,
Franwcesca Amblitheatmd.

Al-Zuhair, bom toa French
modher and Saudi father in Paris,
waonre an intncate chunky choker
that features a wide, structured
cbesbgr with a laftice-lihe patiern
in godd, adormed with numerous
ciamonds. The focal point of
the necklace is a lrge vellow
prmstone, which acds a contrast
to the overall design.

Al-Zuhair shared a picture
ol her Instagram stories with
Amit heatral and ber Fellow
moclels, where she was seen
wiearing a cut-ouf black top paired
with oversized black salwar pants,

The models’ outfits were made
by creative director Nicolas
Ghescpuberes studio, with stvling
by Ghesgqueere’s long-time collab-
ovrator Marte-Ametie Sauve.

After the show, puests enjoyved
a gala dinner prepared by star
chef Jean Imbert.

Al-Fuhair has made her mark
om the fashion world by walking
livk an array ol esieemed bramds
Bevond Misson,

Her rumaay presence has
been felt i shows for renowned
Tshion houses such as Maison
Alaia, Brumedlo Cucinelli, Balmain,
Dolee & Gabbana, Giambattista
Valll, Ghorgto Armani, Elie Saah,
and many mone.

INTERVIEW

Winners of ADMAF x Dolce & Gabbana Design Award head to Milan

Hams Saleh (b

After winning the ADMAF
% Dolee & Gabhana Design
Award 2024, Emirati designers
Sarah Al-Mansoorl and Azza
Al-Tawila ire s¢l 1o embark on
a six-moth internship program
at the Italian luxury label's
headgoarters in Milan before
they showease their final
products at the Abu Dhaby
Fostival in 2025.

Zarah Al-Mansoor] clalmed
the inangural prize in the

jewelry creations category,
while Azza Al-Tawila secured
the top spot in the fashion
category. The award is a
partnership between the Abuo
habd Muskce and Arl Founda-
tiom and the luxuey fashion
bramd.

“I'm excited to be in the
heart of the fashion world,
where Creativity and Innova-
tion are everyvwhere”
Al-Mansoorn told Arab
MNews, T see mysell not only
improving my technical

abilities but also making
valuable connections in the
fashion and jewelry produc-
tion industry”

Al-Tawila iz looking forward
fo experiencing the fashion
house's work culiure iand
learming now technigques.

"Exploring and expanding
my creativity in a unigue
environment that i cultur-
ally and artistically varied to
my own, it fuels my curiosiy
toward innovative garment
production,” she explained

Daring her time in Milan,
Al-Mansoori hopes to learn
abouf micre-mosaics, a
technigue that uses unusually
small glass mosaic pieces Lo
create intricate Images, and
fihgree work

Meanwhile, Al-Tawila satd
inteerating Emirati heritage
has always been a focal point
for her

"Emirali garments have
always inspired ... me to
clevelop a unigque sense of
fashion aesthetics,” she said,



