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To Drop Prices
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FEconomists See Costs
in 3 Key Proposals
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The astronaut whose 1968 photo captured “the beauty of Earth, and its fragility,” has died. Page 26.
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auDia Will Donald J. Trump's guilty verdict matter in
MNovember ? On “The Run-Up" podeast, the
host Astead W. Herndon spoke with voters,
including supparters of the former president,
about the issues on their mind beyond a crimi-

nal conviction. nytimes com,/therunup

The Story Behind the Story

Getting to Know a Fellow, Famous Book Lover

Reese Witherspoon, nowa
tastemaker in the book world, has a
writer charting her love of reading.

By ELISABETH EGAN

I'd never eaten Nashville hot chicken be-
fore, and 1'd never met Reese Witherspoon.
But there we were — she, in ablue and

white pinstripe Oxford and jeans; me, in
forgettable clothing, having rolled up to
‘Witherspoon's office with a borrowed suit-
case for an article that appears in this
weekend's New York Times Bock Review.
You can't greet the actor who played Elle
‘Wonds toting luggage with a visitile burn
mark across thetop, (Related: Never use
YOUF CAITY-01 45 a1 ironing board.)

I've been following Witherspoon's in-
roads in the baok world ever sincel saw
herin “Wild" (2014) and knew, just by the
gritty, vulnerable way she embodied Cheryl
Strayed that she was a book lover In2017,
‘Witherspoon started Reese's Book Club,
which focuses on fiction by women, about
women, and reliably sends its monthly
picks onto the best-seller list. Last year,
print sales for the club's selections out-
paced those of Oprah's Book Club and Read
‘With Jenna, according to Circana Bookscan,
adding up to 2.3 million copies sold

I've enjoyed many of Witherspoon's picks
and interviewed a number of Reese's Book
Club's authors — including Alka Joshi, Nina
Simon and Celeste Ng — for the Book Re-
view, where I'm a writer and editor: 1
wanted to talk with her, reader to reader,
and thelead-up to her 100th pick seemed
like the perfect time,

‘Over lunch, Witherspoon told me thatshe
likes to read in the morning, after exercis-
ing. (I read instead of exercising ) She

organizes her books by color and prefers
physical copies to digital ones. She wears
reading glasses, 1.5 strength — a tidbit that
didn't make it into my story but gave me a
certain middle-age presbyopic nerd thrill
(By the way, the hat chicken was delicious.)

“Iread alot on airplanes, while I'm trav-
eling," she said. “Do you know what's inter-
esting? It's hard for me to read on vacation,
maybe because reading is my job.”

I can relate. Many of us professional
readers lament thelost luxury of enjoying
books “like a normal persan” instead of
guzzling straight from the faucet, always a
gulp away from losing the plot (literally). I
know what you're thinking: Boohoo. And
you're right!

What struck me about Witherspoon's
comment was the reminder — so obvious I
didn't even ask a follow-up question — that
reading is supposed tobe a hobby, belong-
ing in the same category as listening to
music, dabbling in watercolor and baking
bread. Why has it become so much more
complicated than other pastimes? Why do
somany readers turn to the “experts” —
big-name book clubs, critics, BookTok — for
help figuring out what to read next? Don't
get me wrong: I love being a part of the
engine that fuels these recommendations,
and Witherspoon clearly does too. But Istill
believe in the power of standing in a book-
stare or library, running your fingers aver
the spines

‘Witherspoon said her original goals for
Reese's Book Club were to narrow the
cheices for busy readers and to “bring the
book club out of your grandma's living
room and online” Indeed, there are more
than 800 comuments beneath the club's
Instagram post about its May pick, “How o
End a Love Story," so she appears to have

been successful in this regard

Now, she said, “My dream is that it getsa
little hit off the digital world and back into
your living room.”

Even Witherspoon, doyenne of digital
ook clubbing, has an IRL club of her own.

I second this approach. The digital world
is an excellent place toget ideas and talk
about books. But, to me, the difference
between scrolling through videos of book
hauls and talking about a greatnovel witha
friend is the difference between walking on
a treadmill and hiking in the woods.

Onmy way home from Nashville, T
paopped into the airpart outpost of Ann
Patchett's bookstore, Parnassus. 1didn't
buy anything; my suitcase was already
straining at the zipper from the six novels [
packed for my 24-hour trip. { Recommenda-
tions for beach reads, coming soon!) I also
didn't impose my opinions on strangers, as
I'm known to doin the Hudson Baoksellers
at my home airport. Ijust stood there,
flipping through paperbacks, enjoying the
particular soundtrack of a stare on a busy
concourse. Wheels ralling, credit cards
tapping, rushed customers asking where to
find what they needed — Kristin Hannah,
Fareed Zakaria, Sarah J. Maas, a book light,
abirthday card, a bathroom. Over and over,
the clerk murmured, “Will that be all?” and

Eventually, feeling like the luckiest per-
son who ever read under the covers by
Hlashlight, Ijoined the throng of travelers
and headed to my gate. By the time 1 fin-
ished my book, I was home.

This essay first appeared in the Marnin gnewslet-
ter. Subscribe at nytimes.com/newslelters. Read
Ms. Epan’s articlean Reese Witherspoon in the
Baok Review.

MOVIES Thedirector Pablo Berger dissected a frame
from “Robot Dreams,” his Oscar-nominated
animated film about a dog whobuilds a robot
friend. Follow along at nytimes.com/maovies.

quiz The concept of artificial intelligence has beena
stapleof science fiction for decades. Test your
knowledge of literary A1 characters and plots
by taking our quiz at nytimes com/bocks.

Last Week’s Top Trending Headlines A Headline From History

TABLE FOR 27 GET IN LINE

June 9, 2010, The number of New York City restau-
rants that did not take reservations was growing,
The Times repaorted, with many adopting “equally
restrictive populist” first-come-first-served policies
Reactions were mixed: Some diners found the shift
more democratic. Others had reservations about the
lack of reservations. “You can't have a client wait an
hour for a table " said James Blank, a lawyer. Amid
the economic recession that began in 2008, New
Yorkers had embraced casual, inexpensive restau-
rants without reservation systems, one restaurateur
said, which possibly explained the citywide shift
Last vear, The Times reported on the struggles of
nabbing a reservation at popular New York restau-
rants through online seating services. Onelesson?
Get in position to pounce on a cancellation.

’ ‘Opinion | Why the Pandemic Probably Started ina Lab, in 5 Key
Points Ina guest essay for New York Times Opinion, Dr. Alina
Chan, a molecular biologist at the Broad Institute of M.LLT and Harvard,
made the case that Covid-19escaped from a research lab in Wuhan,
China Dr. Chan explained what we know about the Wuhan Institute of
Virology, its proposed work with U.S. partners and the evidence for
zoonotic origins that remains missing.

Quote of the Day

The 25 Photos That Defined the Modern Age T Magazine assem-

bled a panel of experts to discuss the images that have best cap-
tured — and changed — the world since 1955, The images, and atran-
script ofthe panel's decision-making dialogue, iz in T this weekend.

“I've given them every fact and

document known to mankind, and

Opinion | Boys Get Everything, Except the Thing That's Most

Worth Having [na guest essay for Times Opinion, the author Ruth
Whippman wrote that she talked to “boys of all types” while research-
ing her new book, “Boymom " and found that “the same theme came up
over and over for boys whoon the face of it had little else in common.
They were lonely.” She argued that progressives should sympathize
with the issues boys face, rather than dismissing them as privileged

none of it matters.”

cinpy eLaa, an clection admiristrator in riral Nevada She has received threats
from residents wio embrace canspiracy thearies aboiet vating fraud. Pagel.

The Man Who Couldn't Stop Going to College Benjamin E. Balger

has spent his whole life amassing academic degrees. He has 14
advanced degrees, an associate's, a bachelor's and even a few MFA s
The Times's Joseph Bernstein wondered: What can we learn from him ?
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fishing crews, who often
wark through fatigue,
ailments and injuries,

suffer rates of fatal overdose

up to five times that of
the general population.
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Before the mid-1800s,

paint was made with natural

pigments that were muted
and faded, so limewash —
amixture of burned lime
and water — was
preferred over paint.

To Set o Son
Darkness

g Maod, They Let the
SUNDAYSTYLES. PAGE

Leonard Glenn Francis,
the military contractor
behind one of the U.S
MNavy's worst corruption
scandals in modern times
has admitted to making

al least $35 million off the
U.S. government, though
no one knows exactly how
much he stole,

Deep Dive BOOK REVIEW, PAGE 11

NewsGuard, a company
that monitors online
misinformation, identified
more than 800 websites
thatuse Al to produce
unreliable news content
including false claims
abaut political leaders and
celebrity death hoaxes.

SUNDAY BUS INESS, PAGE 1

In the early 20005, the
singer Cyndi Lauper, now
70, wrote the music and
lyrics to the Broadway
musical "Kinky Boots” —
for which she wan the Tony
for best score in 2013, the
first woman to win alone.
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The
of the British explarer
James Caoks first Pacific
expedition — to observe
the transit of Venus across
the sun in 1769 — was one

arliest major account

of the 18th century’s most
popular publications.
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The Dateline
‘Where Times Journalists

L ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. — Patricia Mazzei
talked to homeawners inthe Share Acres
neighborhood near Tampa Bay, where
floodwater has become a constant threat.
Some residents are moving out or raising
their homes; others can't afford a solution.

2. JAVARI VALLEY INDIGENOUS TERRITORY

— The Marubao, an isolated Amazon tribe,
connected to high-speed internet in Sep-
tember through Elon Musk's Starlink. Jack
Micas, the Brazil bureau chief, visited the
tribe's remote villages to see what the
internet has changed for them.

Avre Reporting Around the World

W VORK TVES

3 STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND — The pec-
ple who provide owls at British weddings
say that the trend — originally fueled by
the popularity of “Harry Potter" oW &
mainstay. e Moses reported nom a
venue where owls serve as ring bearers.

4 KHARTOUM — Declan Walsh spent three
ks in Sudan, where few foreign report-

€ up(ed Jast year.

people have died, famine is looming and
Khartoum, the capital, “has heen reduced
1o a charred battleground,” he wrote.

In Times Past

Exploring an Artifact From the Archives of The New York Times

The \[u;emnnt‘l‘he Times is a repositary

The next acquisition, however, is being
accepted regretfully because it means that
“Moveahle Type" — a scintillating, engag-
ing and kinetic work of public art in the
lobby of The Times's building at 620 Eighth
Avenue in Manhattan — is to be removed
after 17 years

sitors are invited to experience the

immersive 54-foot-long installation for
themselves between now and mid-August,
when it is to be taken down,

“Moveable Type," pictured at right, is
composed of 360 screens suspended on
wires. On a rotating hasis, they display
words, numerals, phrases, questions, quo-
tations, shapes and diagrams drawn from
The Tin live digital report. The array is
ephemeral and everchanging. The visual
display is augmented by sound clicks,
clacks, beeps, bells and a windlike whoosh
— that echo through the lobby:.

Ben Rubin and Mark Hansen, the cre-
ators of “Moveable Type," have pledged to
give one or more of the 415-hy-81rinch
sereens to the museum — either from the
installation itself or from a stockpile of 50
spares. (Only four screens have had to he
replaced since the artwork was inaugurat-
ed in 2007.)

Each screenis a sandwich. Facing view-

s is a vacuum fluorescent display with
32,768 luminous pixels, behind whichis a
printed circuit board. This off-the-shelf unit
wras made by Noritake Itron of Japan for
use in control panels and medical devices.

Behind it is asecond, custom-made
printed circuit board that holds a central
processor chip running the Linux operating
system. The screens were assembled at
Perfection Electricks in Queens. The whole
installation is controlled from a second-
floor utility closet that holds three comput-
ers and other gear.

The Times said in May that it would
share details in coming months about what
will replace “Moveahble Type." The artwork
will be returned to Mr. Rubin and Mr.
Hansen. There are no current plans for its
installation elsewhere.

David W Du f the Musewm at The

lap is curalo

Here toHelp

Why Gardening Is So Good for You

For me, gardening is a workout, meditation
and opportunity to socialize with neighbors
I'm admittedly biased, but research bacl
up my observations that gardening can
benefit your mind and body. panaa. ssuTh

Gardening gets you moving Shoveling
mulch, pulling weeds and lugging around a
watering can all qualify as moderate-inten-
activities. And gardeners tend
f physical activity
overall comp'uedv hnongardeners

Jno.ne study conducted in Colorado,

0 joined a community garden
logged nearly six extra minutes a day of
maoderate-to-vigorous physical activity
compared with people whawere on the
waiting list for a plot. That may not sound
like alot, but it added up to about 42 extra
minutes per week, said Jill Litt, a professor
of environmental health at the University of
Calorado at Boulder, who ran the trial.

There is also some evidence that garden-
ers have betler cardio-metabolic health.
Onestudy of older adults found that, com-
pared with those who don't exercise, people
who gardened as one of their main physical
activities had lowerrates of heart attack,
stroke, diabetes, high cholesteral and high
blood pressure,

Some of the more vigorous gardening
activities, like digging, raking and hauling
hags of patting soil canalso serve asa
strength workout, challengin g muscles in
the arms,legs and core.

£

Gardening does wonders for your mental
well-being. Some studies report that work-
ingin a garden lowers people's scores on
anxiety and depression measures; other

r rch has found increased confidence
and self-esteem amaong gardener:

Experts think there are a few
ardening improves mental health.
Fir: uh\“ml activity itselfis a welles
lished way to boost mood.

Many people alsoreport feeling a sense
of purpose when they garden, which is an
important contributor towell-being.

In addition, gardening, especially in
community gardens, can help people build
social connections and combatloneliness
In the Colorado study, participants talked
about experiencing asenseofbelonging
and shared learning. “All of these proces:
are really important for mental health,” Dr.
Litt said

Far health advice, visit mytimes com/well
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It Called Itself a Yoga School. Prosecutors Say It Was a Sex Cult.

By ANA LANKES

BUENOS AIRES — Juan Percowicz
was an accountant with an unusual side
hobby: teaching self-helpclasses around
Buenos Aires with a heavy dose of an-
cient philosophy and New Age spiritu-
alism. He was a hit and, with donations
from his followers, he built an organiza-
tion known as Buenos Aires Yoga School,
or BAYS.

For mare than 30 years, he ran the
schoal, which promised spiritual salva-
tion through lectures and self-help
classes.

But now, Mr. Percowicz, 85, and more
than a dozen BAYS members are facing
criminal charges, accused of running a
“sex cult,” not ayogaschool, that coerced
some of its female members inta prosti-
tution and laundered the profits in real
estate.

Prosecutors say the organization ex-
ploited and drugged some of its female
members, forcing them to sell their bod-
ies and generating hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars monthly from clients in
Argentina and the United States. BAYS
also ran an illicit clinic where some mem-
bers were administered drugs to induce
prolonged sleep, sometimes as a form of
punishment, according to prosecutors.

“Cults exist here, but we'venever seen
one that operated at this level," said Ri-
cardo Juri, the investigator whooversaw
palice raids on BAYS properties in Au-
gust 2022,

The accusations against BAYS
shocked Argentina, vet for many people,
they also felt eerily familiar.

In the 1990s, Mr. Percowicz and his
schoal gained nolmiely after an Argen-
tine family accused the organization of
brainwashing their daug hter. During the
inquiry, some former members talked of
being forced to work as “slaves” and said
the schodl promoted prostitution.

But that original case stalled in the
courts. Argentina did not yet have laws
on human trafficking or money launder-
ing, according to investigators. The jus-
tice system was stillbeing overhauled af-
ter the end of the military dictatorship
more than a decade earlier inwhichtens
of thousands of peaple were killed.

A 1990 State Department report said
Argentina's judiciary was “hampered by
inordinate delays, procedural logjams,
changes of judges, inadequate adminis-
trative suppart and incompetence.”

There also remained a lingering dis-
trust of government and the judicial sys-
tem — and defenders of BAYS tapped
into that, including Adolfo Pérez Es-
quivel, an Argentine Nobel Peace Prize
winner, and the Mothers of the Plaza de
whose children had been ‘dis ap-
pne'u ed" by the authoritarian regime.
They accused the Argentine judiciary of
corruption and human rights vidlations
connected to the case

Eventually, the case against BAYS was
dropped.

Now, with updated laws, prosecutors
are again targeting Mr Percowicz and
his fallowers in an investigation examin-
ing BAYS operations dating to 2004.

“The pecple are the same, the deci-
sionsare the same, the activitiesare sim-
ilar, but there are two very important
law s now with big penalties that prohibit
the core activities these people were do-
ing," said Ariel Lijo, one of the judges
now overseeing the case. Mr. Lijo was
nominated for Argentina’s Supreme
Court in March by President Javier
Milei.

In the 2022 raids on BAYS, investiga-
tors said they found more than 51 million
in cash, five bars of gold, stashes of
pornographic films, checkbooks from
American banks and dossiers anwealthy
individuals, including some who live in
the United States. American authorities
have cooperated in the investigation, ac-
cording to Argentine investigators.

The US. Justice Department declined
to comment.

Prosecutors say that the seven women
named as victims were brought to BAYS
by their parents when they were minaors,
or that they joined as young women and
were eventually forced into prostitution.
But the women in the case have denied
ever having sex in exchange for money,
or being victims of any crime.

Defense lawyers for Mr. Percowicz
and current members of BAYS have de-
nied all charges, arguing that no one in
the organization was exploited. Instead,
they saythat the accu sers— whose iden-
tities are protected in the case — wantre-
venge on the organization for personal
reasais.

“This is a case of human trafficking
without victims of trafficking," s aid Jorge
Daniel Pirozzo, a lawyer who represents
Mr. Percowicz and five other BAYS mem-
bers. "It hasn't been proven that any-
body has been sexually exploited.”

Mr. Percowicz and BAYS members de-
clined interview requests.

While prostitution in Argentina is not
illegal, promoting or economically ex-
plaiting the practice of prostitution using
deception, abuse or intimidation is. The
prosecutors say they intend to show that
the victims do not recognize themselves
as such because Mr. Percowicz and his
allies psychologically manipulated the
WOMET OVEr VEIS,

As hoth sides prepare their argu-
ments, the organization continues to
have prominent allies, including in the
United States.

InOctober 2022, the Rewv: Jesse L. Jack-
son Sr. sent an email to Mr Lijo, the
judge, which was reviewed by The New
York Times. The message said that
BAYS members were “victims of brutal
and egregious human rights violations

Glenn Thrush contributed reporting from
Washington.

e
After attending weekly lectures at BAYS Caterma Sanfelice said she realized something was off and lerl the
group. Pablo Salum, nghL grew up in the school but left as an adolescent, His mother and sister remain,
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f Valeria Llamas filed a eriminal complaint in 1993, accusing the school of bemg acultand brain-
eir daughter. The case stalled in the courts. Ms. Llamas did not respond to requests for comment.
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Juan Percowicz, left, the rcundero[ the Bue nos ALres‘l’cga School, being taken into polloe cuslody in2022,
Prosecutors say he and more than a dozen BAYS members forced some of its female members into %mshtutmn
and laundered the profitsin real estate. Right, evidence confiscated during a raid at the school in 2022

by elements of the Argentine legal sys-
tem." It was unclear why Mr. Jackson, 82,
sent the email.

He did not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment.

‘They Raised His Self-Esteen’

Caterina Sanfelice was a hairstylist in
her forties when a [riend first invited her
to a BAYS lecture around 1993, "It was
like going to a fancy cafe with an orator"
she said.

Mr. Percowicz spoke of finding inner
strength, she recalls, hooking people
withpromises of answers in the next ses-
sion. Ms. Sanfelice said she started going
to the talks at least once a week with her
Family.

Eventually, she said, it became clear
something was off. Ms. Sanfelice said Mr.
Percowicz told her that “he feltlilke God."
His closest followers started calling him
“angel" or “master” Then, at a BAYS
party Ms. Sanfelice said two women
propaositioned her hushand while ather
members undressed to prepare for an
orgy She ran out of the building

When Ms. Sanfelice told her husband
she did not want to go back, she said, he
replied that the school saw in him what
she did not see: a great architect.

‘They raised his self-esteem,” she
aid. “That's when he started to feel im-
portant. And 1 became the witch”

Ms. Sanfelice said her hushand, who
could not be reached for comment, left
her in 1993 and stayed involved with
BAYS. She said she was exasperated and
felt like no ane believed her

Then came some validation: the first
criminal case against BAYS, which cap-
tured international attention

At the center of it was Maria Valeria

Llamas, who was 20 and jobless when a
family friend offered to take her to a
BAYS lecture in 1950,

“At first we saw it as something pos-
itive," said Martin Sommariva, Ms. Lla-
mas's hall brother. “We went from a Vale-
ria who didn't go out, who was stuck in
her ronm the whole time, to this Valeria
‘who got on the bus and had an interest in
something”

But over the next few years, the yoga
schoolconsumed her life, her family said.
Ms. Llamas broke up with her boyfriend
and lost touch with friends. She stopped
going to family outings. She began work-
ing at a pharmacy run by BAYS mem-
bers.

Somn after, her mather said, she found
out Ms. Llamas had been pressured by
the school to have an illegal abortion,
‘When her family questioned her, Ms
mas replied that Mr. Percowicz was *
immortal angel."

The next day, two BAYS members
showed up at the house, escorted by po-
lice officers, according to the family and
court records from the case. They said
they were suing the parents for “unlaw-
ful deprivation of liberty" The police
moved Ms. Llamas's belongings into an
apartment owned by BAYS, her family
said. Ms. Llamas later accused her step-
father of sexually assaulting her, court
records show.

“Suddenly the world came crashing
down on us," recalled her mother, Elena
“We thought: What are we going to do
nows"

No rape charges were ever filed
againstthe family members. Ms. Llamas
did notrespond torequests for comment.

The family filed a criminal complaint
in 1993, accusing the school of being a

cult that had brainwashed their daugh-
ter.

Theaccusation ended up in the docket
of Mariano Bergés, a young judge start-
ing his career. Under Argentina's judicia-
ry system at the time, judges could both
investigate cases and oversee the court
proceedings. As part of the investigation,
Mr. Bergés saidin an interview, he autho-
rized a raid of the headquarters and
same of BAYS's ather properties.

He said the raids found boxes of letters
that showed members paying Mr. Per-
cowicz for a higher spiritual ranking in
the organization. This was not illegal,
but, combined with the testimony of for-
mer members, it led investigators to be-
lieve there was illegal activity underway.
Mr. Bergés then ordered wiretaps on ML
Percowicz and his top deputies, which
Mr. Bergés said indicated a scheme to
steal the assets of a deceased BAYS
member.

In depositions reviewed by The Times,
severalformer BAY S members later said
that Mr. Percowicz and his inner circle
forced younger followers to be “slaves”
to higher ranking members, making
them carry out tasks like housework
without pay. Former members also said
that the organization promoted prostitu-
tion, the depositions show, though none
said they had been prostituted them-
selves,

But without human trafficking or
money laundering laws in Argentina, Mr.
Bergés said, he had to build a case
around fraud, promotion of prostitution
and a flimsy charge known as “corrup-
tion of adults”

Inlate 1995, Mr. Bergés withd rew from
the case after being threatened with im-
peachment by Argentina's Congress. In

an interview, he said the Congress and
Supreme lert,as“ellas human-rights
groups, pressured him tostep down, say-
mglJmL]usm\’esug'\tmn tactics, like the
wiretapping and raids, violated ‘the sus-
pects’ civil rights. He denies the accusa-
tions.

Outside his house, he said, “The walls
were plastered with posters and things
against me."

By the mid-1990s, BAYS had opened
wellness companies and a foundation in
Chicago, Las Vegas and New York. Ithad
gained areputation as an education cen-
ter for philosophy and wellness whose
‘members included scholars, profession-
als and musicians.

BAYS had also cultivated supporters
in the U.S. Congress, thoughit is unclear
how the lawmakers first became aware
of the organization or whether any of
them had any real knowledge or connec-
tions to the group.

In Argentina, the criminal case against
the organization continued to drag
through the courts. More than 50 con-
gressional members sent letters to the
country's governmentdemanding the in-
vestigation be closed, according to the
Houserecord. { There is no evid ence that
any U.S. politicians were members of
BAYS or investigated by Argentine offi-
cials.)

Edolphus Towns, a congressman rep-
resenting part of Brooklyn, said in House
testimony that BAYS members were be-
ing harassed by Argentine judicial offi-
cials, had been unlawfully imprisoned
and subject to antisemitism. Mr. Percow-
iff and some of his top deputies are Jew-
ish.

Mr. Towns, 89, retired in 2013 and did
not respand to requests for comment

Robert A. Underwood, a former con-
gressman from Guam who signed a let-
ter sent to President Bill Clinton calling
for him taintervene, said in an intervi
that such missives were common. “No-
body really puts a lot of thought inte it
because you are signing letters all the
time," he said.

Mr. Clinton, in his final year in office,
responded to members of Congress in
September 1999 and said that U.S. Em-
bassy officials in Buenos Aires had “re-
cently reiterated to senior Argentine offi-
cials the importance of resolving this
case asquickly as possible,” according to
a letter provided to The Times by the
Clinton Presidential Library.

The White House's written responseto
Congress “reflects the extent of Presi-
dent Clinton's involvement in this,” said
‘Angel Ureia, a spokesman for Mr. Clin-
ton.

In Argentina the criminal case against
BAYS was eventually closed in the early
2000z with no convictions.

Trying to Make a Billion Dollars

Over the next 20 years, BAYS flourished,
with little attention from Argentine au-
tharities. During this period, Mr. Percow-
icz made clear he was in the business of
making maney.

"If what we wanted to do here was
write a book about the life of Jesus, we
wouldn't be thinking about anything
other than the life of Jesus," Mr. Peroow-
icz told his followers in 2006 in a video
obtained by investigators. " But what we
aretrying todo here is make a billion dol-
lars, one billion dollars, goddamn it!"

Then, in 2021, BAYS ran into new trou-

.

Argentina’s federal public prosecu-
tor's office for trafficking and the ex-
ploitation of people opened an investiga-
tion into the organ zation.

Investigators tapped the phones of Mr.
Percowicz and some of his allies, captur-
ing conversations that, according to
prosecutors, show the work of managing
a prostitution operation,

Transeripts filed in court show that in
one call, Mr. Percowicz goes over the lo-
gistics of arranging what investigatars
say wasa sexual encounter. In aseparate
recording, a BAYS manager tells Mr. Per-
cowicz that a woman is bringing in only
56000 a month, which is not enough
maoney, suggesting she needs to bring in
mare for the organization.

The wiretaps also recorded conversa-
tions with a man whom prosecutors s ay
is Placido Domingo, one of the world's
maost famous opera singers, who has
faced numerous accusations of sexual
harassment in recent years. In one call,
he speaks to a woman who prosecutars
say was a senior member of BAYS to dis-
cuss how she could get to his Buenos
Aires hotel room without being naticed.

Argentine prosecutors have not
brou ght charges against Mr. Domingo in
connection to the BAYS case.

Arepresentative for Mr. Domingo said
in astatement that the opera singer had
not been charged “and he is completely
unrelated to the investigation."

Prosecutors said that the majority of
BAYS's income came from sex-traffick-
ing activities, and was then laundered
into real estate in Argentina and the
United States, and they estimated
BAYS's total assets at nearly 50 million
as of December 20240,

Prosecutors say they are confident
that the evidence and new laws will en-
able them to bring Mr. Percowicz and
other defendants to justice. The case is
currently working its way through the
courts. No trial date has been set yet.

Faor Pablo Salum, whose mother first
brought him to BAYS when he was only
8, justice is already too late. He left the
organization when he was 12 and has be-
come estranged from his mother and sis-
ter, who remain BAYS members,

“This could have ended 20 years ago,"
he said. “Everything that is happening
now would nothave had to happen. And [
may even have recovered my family"
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War in Ukraine

In Ukraine, Soldiers
And Civilians Get

Energy FI'OITR a Can

From Page 1

much or slept in three days. If you
don't drink this stuff, where are
vou going to get the energy for
that final push?"

Ulcraine is in the throes of its
hardest moment since the early
months of Russia's full-scale inva-
sion more than two years ago, and
its forces are struggling in face of
sustained assaults across the 600-
mile front. Depleted and ex-
hausted, frontline troops are
hooked on a growing constellation
of highly caffeinated, shrewdly
marketed energy drinks, some
specially made for this war

Sales are surging. Energy
drinks have become one of the few
bright spots in the Ukrainian
economy. New varieties and crazy
flavors keep appearing — cotton

Troops are hooked on
the drinks, some of
which are specially
made for this war.

candy, cactus, even cannabis —
withnames like Jungle, Boost and
Stalker.

You see the cans everywhere
Tucked into ammovests. Jangling
around backpacks with bullets.
On the back of tanks. Crushed
empties piled in trenches next to
dead Russians

Ukrainian companies market
these drinks to appeal to frontline
troops and the fighting spirit they
embady, giving them camouflage
labels ar patriotic mottos and
names such as Valia, which
means, loosely — there's no direct
translation — freedom and will.

“We wanted a slice of the ac-
tion," said Marco Tkachuk, the
chief executive of IDS Ukraine,
the owner of the Morshynska bot-
tling plant and Valia brand.

Morshynska is a water com-
pany, based about 45 miles south
of thecityof Lviv It made its mark
wears ago by tapping into natural
springs in the Carpathian Moun-
tains and packaging the water in
L5 liter plastic bottles that have
become ubiquitous Across
Ukraine

Butin 2022, Mr. Tkachuk, along
with other Ukrainian beverage
executives, realized something
significant was happening as the
strains of war intersected with the
global energy drinks craze.

Russia's invasion had upended

Oleksandra  Mykolyshyn, Katya
Laching and Julie Creswell con-
tributed reporting

every aspect of life in Ukraine, in-
tensifying the demand for a quick
hit of caffeine that didn't require a
«cale, boiling water, acoffee mug or
atea bag. And it was not only sol-
diers wha craved it.

“The civilian  population's
heightened need for energy
sS0Urees arises from constant mis-
sile attacks, anxiety and lack of
sleep,” said Taras Matsypura, a
vice-president at Carkberg
Ukraine.

And so last year Carlsberg, a
major international player, also
began manufacturing an energy
drink in Ukraine: Battery.

The market, Mr. Matsypura
said, was “booming.”

Even with the economy suffer-
ing and millions of Ukrainians
having fed the country, the saleof
energy drinks in Ukraine has
surged nearly 50 percent since the
start of the war, according to in-
dustry surveys.

Individual soldiers, their units
and civilian volinteers who bring
essentials tothe frontline are buy-
ing truckloads. Some beverage
makers like IDS Ukraine provide
it for free. And a Ukrainian supply
chain has swung into action to
move it.

Big trucks, little trucks, sol-
diers' cars smeared with army
green paint, motarcycles and bi-
cveles journey through a land-
scape of blown-up buildings and
downed bridges to carry cases
hundreds of miles from factaries
incentral and western Ukraine to
trenches in the east.

“Before the war, no one was
ing it at this scale," said Serhii
Parakhin, a shopkeeper. "
truck driver

The best-selling brands are
cheaper Ukrainian varieties such
as Non Stop and Pit Bull, but im-
ports like Red Bull { from Austria),
Maonster (from the United States)
and Hell (from Hungary) are also
popular.

‘What distinguishes an energy
drink from other soft drinks is its
high level of caffeine, along with
additives like taurine (an amino
acid), B2 (a vitamin) and
guarana extract (from an Amazo-
nian fruit). All are believed to
boost flagging energy levels.

Many of these drinks pack in
around 100 milligrams of caffeine
per can, about the same as acupof
coffee. But for coffee youneed hot
water, and for that you need to
light a fire or plug into some elec-
tricity, and when you are hun-
kered down in a muddy trench,
those are not easy things to do.

Of course, there are health con-
cerns about consuming too much
caffeine, which can lead to shaky
hands, high blood pressure and
stomach issues. A 2018 study of
American soldiers found that high
consumption of energy drinks

was “significantly related" to de-
pression, anxiety, aggression and,
paradaxically, fatigue.

Bacha, a Ukrainian infantry
sergeant, said thatone ofhis older
soldiers, who had a heart condi-
tion, had died last winter. The unit
wondered whether it might have
been comnected to his habit of
drinking 10 cans a day Bacha said
theman was found slumped in the
toilet, with an energy drink in his
hand.

Psycho dismisses the medical
risks. Before the war, he said, he
was a paramedic, fimess freak
and taekwondo champion. In pre-
war pictures, he locked like a
cross between a Calvin Klein un-
derwear model and Mister Uni-
verse. He has been decorated with
several medals and was recently
wounded in the leg.

“I've been drinking these since
I'wasl4,"he said. “There'snothing
wraong with them”

1D8 Ukraine, one of Eastern Eu-
rope's biggest bottlers, said it was
donating asmanyas 40,000 cansa
month to Ukraine's military. Sol-
diers have been part of their
process from the beginning, start-
ing with the label: an ancient
Ukrainian soldier —a Cossack —
glaring over a handlebar mus-
tache

When the company rolled out
its product last year, it asked mili-
tary units to test it. Mr. Tkachuk

FINBARR O FEILLY FO5 YK
Above, drinking Red Bull
while conducting strike mis-
sions last month. Left, cases
stacked outside a shop popular
with soldiers near the front
linein eastem Ukraine.

explained that their formula was
concocted a little differently —it's
based on mineral water and uses
fructose and glicose instead of
regular refined sugar, (“Theysay
sugar works better for uplift, but
we found some examples in China
that used fructose and glucose”
he said.)

The soldiers liked the taste, and
the result was a drink that Mr
Tkachuk conceded was not neces-
sarily healthy but “healthier”

Some soldiers said they would
rather carry energy drinks into
battle than bread. Others said
they had become frontline cur-
rency.

“Energy drinks inthe army are
nat just adrink but the most popu-
lar gift," said Anton Filatov, a film
critic turned soldier.

(The Russians have their own
favorites, including some patriot-
ically packaged with ared star)

Last August, Psycho took a
piece of shrapnel a millimeter
above his eye. He wasdisoriented,
bleeding and in shock.

“1 crawled back to a position
and found a can of Burn,” he said.
He guzzled it and said he felt bet-
ter immediately.

“In war you're trying to value
these little things" Psycho ex-
plained. “Imagine. Just a can of
Burn. But my mood was so
happy”
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War in Ukraine

As Europe Marks D-Day,
Putin Talks Nuclear War

Boasts of Russia’s Might at a Global Forum

By NEIL MacFARQUHAR

President Vladimir V. Putin of
Russia said on Friday that even
the combined arsenals of Europe
and the United States would bena
match for Russia's in a nuclear
confrontation, but that “IThopethis
is never going to happen.”

He reasoned that Moscow's su-
premacy in the Ukraine war has
made that grim scenario unlikely

“The use is possiblein an excep-
tional case — in the event of a
threat to the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of the country"
Mr. Putin told a large audience of
the Russian elite and foreign dig-
nitariesgathered for the main ses-
sion of the four-day St. Petersburg
Internation al Economic Forum. 1
don't think that such a case has
come.”

As Mr. Putin spoke, President
Biden was in Europe to mark the
80th anniversary of D-Day, when
Allied forces stormed the beaches
of Normandy, leadingtothe defeat
of Nazi Germany. The Russian as-
saulton Ukraine meant the stakes
were equally high today, Mr. Bi-
den said, suggesting that the
voices of the fallen “are summon-
ing us" to defend Western vahies.

At the annual gathering in St.
Petersburg, Mr. Putin invariably
presents a glowing assessment of
Russia's domestic and foreign af-
fairs, and this year was na excep-
tion. The country's economy was
growing despite abattery of West-
ern sanctions, he said, and Russia
was fostering an alter native to the
American-dominated global fi-
nancial order as Moscow's armed
forces were prevailing on the bat-
tlefield

“Mr. Putin is a great master at
seling optimism, and this is a
whole strategy — in Russia today,
optimism is the official religion
and mandatory state ideology"
said Kirill Rogov, a former Rus-
gian government adviser who
now leads Re: Russia, a Vienna-
based policy research organiza-
tion. Many of the positive eco-
nomic indicators are driven by
massive government spendmgon
defense industries, he noted.

Given the large foreign pves—
ence at the forum, Mr. Putin often

Promoting restraint as
Russian forces make
advances in Ukraine.

uses @ more measured tone than
when he is addressing a strictly
domestic audience.

The hawkish moderator, Sergei
Karaganov, a prominent political
scientist, repeatedly pressed Mr.
Putintoagree that the nuclear op-
tion was the best way to win the
war, that Russia should hold “a nu-
clear pistol to the temple” of the
West.

In 1993, Russia abandoned the
Soviet pledge of no first use of nu-
clear weapons, fearing its weak-
ened military forces could not de-
ter an American attack, however
unlikely. While noting that Rus-
sia's  nuclear doctrine  could
change, Mr. Putin swept aside Mr.
Karaganov's remark.

“We don't have that need,” he
saidof using nuclear weapons asa
last resort to preserve national
sovereignty “Because our armed
forces are not just gaining experi-
ence, they are increasing their ef-
fectiveness

Mr. Putin suggested that saber
ratfling was counterproductive,
although Western countries have
accused him of doing just that
back in 2022, when the tide was
running against Russia inthe war
and again, recenty, after the US.
allowed Ukraine to use American
weapans against military targets
in Russia. “I would like to askev-
eryonenot tospeak of the possibil-
ity of using nuclear weapons in
vain," he said.

‘When Mr. Karaganov asked the
president whether a negotiated
settlement waspossible even with
what the moderator called unreli-
able interlocutors like the West
and Ukraine, Mr. Putin quoted
Stalin, saying that sometimes
there was no alternative. Mr.
Putin also repeated the idea that
the government of Ukraine was il-
legitimate  because President
Volodymyr Zelensky's five-year
term had expired and new elec-
tions were postponed amid the

war,

Mr. Putin also suggested that
any peace treaty would haveto be
negotiated along the lines of pre-
viousagreements inMinskand Is-
tanbul Neither of those suc-
ceeded in preventing the conflict.

While Mr. Zelensky partici-
pated in the D-Day commemora-
tion on Friday, Russia was not in-
vited, despite its instrumental Al-
lied role in World War 1. Some
Russian commentators took um-

Milana Mazaeva and Alina Lobz-
ina contributed reporting.

brage. Olga Skabeeva, a promi-
nent Russian propagandist on
state television, mocked Mr Bi-
den in aposton the Telegram mes-
saging app, saying that “he went
into a trance and contacted the
somsofde'\d World War 11 veter-
ans."

Others, however, noted how
changes at the St. Petersburg In-
temational  Economic  Farum
showed just how much Russia's
2022 invasion of Ukraine war had
isolated the country. That has
made the Kremlin desperate for
any allies, even the Taliban rulers
of Afghanistan once ostracized by
Moscow as a LerTorist organiza
tion. China and India, both major
purchasers of Russian oil, did not
send high-level delegations.

“Onee dubbed 'Russia's Davos'

and attended by democratically
elected presidents and the CEOs
of major global corporations, this
year's guest list is looking dis-
tinctly more war-crimey;' the in-

dependent Novaya Gazeta news-
paper, published outside Russia,
wrote in a summary of the events.
It further noted that “the presi-
dents of Bolivia and Zimbabwe

the only heads of state in evi-
dence, “and persona non grata
terror outfit the Taliban just
thrilled to be invited anywhere."
Oneolthe [ew frissonsol excite-

Vladimir Putin's daughter
Katerina Tikhonova, shown
onscreen, participating in a
forum in Russia.

ment at the forum this year was
the appearance for the first time of

th Mr. Putin's adult daughters
on panel discussions, which have
always featured a who's who of
the Russian elite

The two women use different
surnames, and the president has
|epealemy declined to acknowl-
edge publicly that Maria Voron-
tsova, 38, and Katerina Ti-
khonova, 37, were his daughters,
even as both took prominent roles
at public institutions.

Ms. Tikhonova, who first en-
tered the public limelight years
ago through international acro-
batic rock 'n' roll dance competi-
tions, spoke remately toa panel on
Thursday about the effort to sub-
stitute Russian products for im-
paorts, long a pet project for Mr.
Putin. Her sister, Ms. Vorontsova,
on Friday addressed the use of in-
novation in biotechnology.
ther was identified as Mr. Putin's
offspring.
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na hurry to wind down the conflict
or to address the issue of who
should govern Gaza after the wa

Given the hostage rescu
Benny Gantz, amemberof Mr. Ne-
tanyahu's war cahinet who has
threatened to depart over Mr. Ne-
tanyahu's refusal to talk about a
postwar plan for Gaza, indefi-
nitely postponed a news confer-
ence scheduled for Saturday
evening, citing “recent events."

Mr. Hagari, the Israeli military
spokesman, said the Israeli Air
Force struck Nuseirat during the
rescue in order to enable Israeli
forces to extract the hostages
safely.
his was amission in the heart
of a civilian neighborhood, where
Hamas had intentionally hidden
among homes where there were
civilians, and armed militants
guarding the hostages," Mr. Ha-
gari said.

Videos showed people running
for cover as bombs rained down.
After the airstrikes, the streets
were so clogged with rubble that
ambulances and emergency serv-
ices in central Gaza were unable
to respond to many of the calls to
transport the wounded to hospi-
tals, the Gazan Health Ministry
said

Video from inside Al Aqsa Mar-
tyrs Hospital, near Nuseirat,
shared by the ministry showed
chaotic scenes as medical staff
struggled to treat bloodied vic-
tims lying side by side on the floar.
Two men held up IV bags while
next to them a wounded person,
whose face was bandaged,
writhed under ablanket.

Reports of the numbers killed
and wounded varied wildly in the
confusion after the attack. Two
Gaza health officials said that
more than 200 people were killed
in the strikes in Nuseirat, includ-
ing women and children. They did
not say how many of thase killed
were militants

Mr. Hagari said the number
killed should be “less than 100,
based an information he had seen.
It was not possible taverify either
number.

In a post on Telegram, Abu
Obeida, the spokesman of Ha-
mas's military wing, said Israel
killed some hostages during its
rescue mission on Saturday. His
claims could not be independently
verified. He also suggested that
Hamas would take punitive meas-
ures against the hostages remain-
ing in Gaza.

News of the hostage rescue was
met with joy and relief across Is-
I

rael,

The main Israeli television sta-
tions switched to live coverage of
the rescue and its aftermath,
breaking the customary quiet and
prerecorded programming typi-
cal of the Sabhath.

Spontaneous celebrations
broke out across the country, and
Israeli television broadcast im-
ages of the gatherings. In Tel Avi
a lifeguard at the beach an-
nounced the news of the rescue to
a cheering crowd of sunbathers

Isabel Kershner and Adam Rasgon
contributed reporting from Jeru-
salem, Yara Bayowmy from Laon-
don and Michael D. Shear fram
Paris

from the lifeguard tower, accord-
ing to social media po.

The abduction of Ms. Arga
mani, in particular, became a
symbal of the brutality of the Ha-
mas attack on Oct 7. In a video
from the scene that day, Palestin-
ian assailants can be seen driving
Ms. Argamani away on a motor-
cycle as she cries for help and
reaches out to her boviriend,
Avinatan Or. His fate remains un-
known.

Afterherrescue, Ms. Argamani
spoke with Mr. Netanyahu. "I'm
s0 emotional, it's been so long
since I heard Hebrew," she said in
arecording of the call released by
the prime minister's office

In a recorded video statement,

Yaakov Argamani, Ms. Argama
ni's father, thanked everyone who
was involved in securing his
daughter's freedom, including
hu.
“But we cannot forget — there
are still 120 hostages who must be
released” Mr Argamani said,
calling on Israelis to join aweekly
rally in solidarity with the re-
maining hostages in Gaza. “We
must make every effort, in every
way possible, to bring them here
to Israel to their families.”

President Biden said Satrday
in Paris that he welcomed “the
safe rescue of four hostages that
were returneid to their families in
Israel” adding, “We wan't stop
working until all the hostages
come home and a ceasefire is
reached, and it's essential to hap-
pen.’ Mr. Biden spoke after meet-

ing with President Emmanuel
Macron of France.

Yoav Gallant, Isracl's defense
minister, hailed what he called a
“complex operation” by Israeli
soldiers, special forces and intelli-
gence, who he said had “operated
with extraordinary courage under
heavy fire."

Israeli intelligence officers, Mr.
Hagari said, worked for weeks in
an attempt to assemble the pieces
required for the operation to fall
into place. Herzi Halevi, the mili-
tary chief of staff, as well as the
head of Israels domestic intelli-
gence service, both gave the final
so-ahead on Saturday morning.

The Israeli police special forces
unit, the Yamam, was also in-

wvalved, and one of its members,
Chief Inspector Arnon Zamora,
was seriously wounded in combat
and later died of his injuries, an Is-
raeli police spokesman said

There was an American role as
well. Ateamof US. hostage recov-
ery officials stationed in Israel as-
sisted in the lsraeli military's ef-
fort by providing intelligence and
other support, an American offi-
cial said, speaking without attri-
bution to discuss continuing aper-
ations.

The last successful raid 1o free
hostages was in February, when
Israeli special operations forces
raided a building in the southern
Gazan city of Rafah and freed two
captives held by Hamas,

Above, an image from a video shows Noa Argamani as she is

seized on Oct, 7; left, Ms, Argamani is embraced by her father
alter being freed from captivily in Gaza. Top, Palestiniansin the

rubble of

stroyed buildings on Saturday in central Gaza.

The first hostage to have been
rescued alive by Israeli security
forces was Pvt. Ori Megidish, a
soldier. Her rescue took place in
late October, three weeks after the
Hamas-led attack and davs after
Israel began its full-scale ground
invasion of northern Gaza. Pri-
vate Megidish, then 19, was ab-
ducted from the Nahal Oz military
base, along Israel's border with
Gaza, where she served as afield
abserver.

‘While the freeing of the hos-
tages was cause for celebration on
Saturday, it would seem an un-
likely scenario for recovering all
of the 120 or so who remain cap-
tive. That would appear torequire
a political setlement, which is
what Secretary of State Antony J.

Blinken will be seeking to put to-
gether when hetravels tothe Mid-
east in the coming days.

The secretary is expected to
push for aplan calling for a tempo-
rary cease-fire that would build to
a permanent truce, a release of
hostages and an eventual with-
drawal of Israel from Gaza,

The trip will include stops in
Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Qatar
and will be Mr. Blinken's eighth
trip to the region since the conflict
began. In a statement on Friday,
the State Department said Mr
Blinken would urge an agreement
on the cease-fire proposal to “alle-
viate suffering in Gaza, enable a
massive surge in humanitarian
assistance and allow Palestinians
o return to their neighborhoods”

[srael Is Using a U.S.-Made, Precision Guided

By LARA JAKES

An American-made, precision
guided bomb that homes in on
specific targets and, ideally, limits
civilian casualties, was used in
airstrikes in Gaza that killed doz-
ens of Palestinians, including
women and children.

The weapon, the GBU-39, or
small-diameter bomb, was used in
an attack at a former United Na-
tions school on Thursday and in a
May 26 strike in Rafah. In both
cases, the Israeli military de-
fended its actions, saying the
strikeswere aimed at militants us-
ing civilians as human shields.
The Gaza health authorities said
that civilians had alsa been killed,
and there were videos and pic:
tures of women and children
among the dead.

Two weapons experts told The
New York Times that Israel has
appeared to increase the use of
the bombs since the start of this
vear, compared with the war'sear-
liest days when it launched them
in only 10 percent of airstrikes
against Gaza. As arecent spate of
Israeli strikes demonstrates, even
a relatively diminutive bomb can
inflict severe civilian casualties.

“The thing is, even using a
smaller weapaon, or using a preci-
sion guid ed weapon, doesn't mean
woudon't kill civilians, and it does-
n't mean that all of your strikes
are suddenly lawful," said Brian
Castner, a weapons expert at Am-
nesty International

Early in the war, the Israeli mili-

Myra Noveck contnbuted repart-
ing from Jerusalem, and Eric
Schmitt from Washington

tary mounted full-scale invasions
of Gazan cities with tanks, artil-

lery and 2,000-pound bombs,
earning it international con-
demnation for heavy civilian cas-

ualties.

Under prodding from the Biden
administration, analysts said, Is-
rael has shifted its fighting strat-
egy toward low-intensity opera-
tions and targeted raids, and is
now relying more heavilv on the
GBU-39, The bomb weighs 250
pounds, including 37 pounds of ex-
plosives, and is fired from war-
planes.
Ryan Brobst, a military analyst
at the Foundation for Defense of
Demacracies, said the shift ap-
peared to start in January or Feb-
ruary and “likely explains the
change in munitions used.”

Last month, an unexploded
GBU-39 was found at a school in
Jabalia inthe northern Gaza Strip,
and the distinctive rear tail fin of
the same kind of bomb tumed up
at the sceneof a May 13 strike far-
ther south on a family home and
schoolin Nuseirat that killed at as
many as 30,

And remnants of GBU-
showed up outside residential
homes that were hit by deadly Is-
raeli airstrikes in Rafah inApril, at
an unidentified location in Gaza in
March, and in Tal-AlSultan in Jan-
uary, analysts said

These examples of Israel's use
of the GBU-39s represent only a
fraction of what experts estimate
have, overall, been at least tens of
thousands of airstrikes with a va-
riety of weapons. But wreckage
found in the aftermath of
airstrikes and requests to replen-

e g A, ﬁ’&h

The remains of a GBU-39 guided bon';i; that did not e;xélode on

Az

display at the Explosives Engineering Fx hibition in Gaza City.

ish Israel's stockpiles signal that
Israel clearly has stepped up its
use of the GBU-39s, several ana-
lysts said.

"We've been seeing a lot mare
GBU-39 scrap in the last few
months” Mr. Caster said. “The
trend has been from bigger to
smaller.” { However, he said, inves-
tigators for Amnesty continue to
see evidence of large munitions
like the Mark-80 series, which
weigh up to 2,000 pounds and
were launched into densely popu-
lated areas early in the war.)

Only the Israeli military has a
precise list of how often, and
where, it has used GBU-39ssince
the war began in October, after
Hamas militants killed 1,200 Is-
raelis and took 250 hostages
rael says. Israeli military officials
did not answer guestions about

the weapon in Gaza, but said in a
written statement to The New
York Times on Thursday that
“when the type of target and the
operational eircumstances allow,
the LIVE prefers to use lighter
munitions.”

The statement went on to say,
“The munitions chosen by the
LDF. are chosen in a way that
match the tvpe of munition to the
specific target, with the intention
of accom plishing the military goal
while taking the environment into
account and mitigating the harm
to the civilian population as much
as possible.”

During the first six weeks of the
war, Israel routinely dropped
2,000-pound bombs in southern
Gaza, where civilians had been
told to move for ther safety. The
strikes reduced apartment build-

Bomb in Airstrikes

ings to huge craters and killed
thousands of people, an investiga-
tion by The Times concluded in
December.

November, US. officials
el to use smaller bombs
tn better protect civilians. Just a
month earlier, the manufacturer
of the GBU-39, Boeing Corp., had
expedited delivery of 1000 of the
weapons from a 2021 order that
had not yet been completed

By December, President Biden
was warnin g Israel that it was los-
ing global support in the war be-
cause of “the indiscriminate
‘bombing that takes place.”

“We have made itclear to the Is-
raelis, and they're aware, that the
safety of innocent Palestinians is
still of great concern,” Mr. Biden
said on Dec. 12. “And so the ac-
tions they're taking must be con-
sistent with attempting to do ev-
erything possible to prevent inno-
cent Palestinian civilians frombe-
ing hurt, murdered, killed, lost.”

But even the smaller bombs
have caused collateral damage.

The first known use of GBU-3%
in the current war was on Oct. 24
in Khan Younis, where two family
homes were struck with four of
the bombs, one expert said.

InJanuary, Israel struck the top
two floors of a fivestory resi-
dential building in Rafah shortly
before 11 p.n. It killed 18 civili
including four women and 10 chi
dren, according to an Amnesty In-
ternationalinvestigation that con-
cluded that the bomb used in the
strike was a GBU-39. It was
among examples compiled in
April by Amnesty International of
potentially unlawful use of Ameri-

can-made weapons in Israel, go-
ing back to January 2023,

The State Department con-
cluded in May that Israel had
most likely violated humanitarian
standards for failing to protect ci-
wvilians in Gaza, but said it had nat
found specific instances that
would justify withholding Ameri-
can military aid.

Current and former U.S. offi-
«cials said Israel generally does not
share information on its use of
GBU-39s with Washington, and a
State Department system created
in August to track civilian deaths
by American-made weapons in
foreign conflicts has struggled to
compile a com prehensive list. One
US. official said the May 26
airstrike in Rafah was being in-
vestigated as part of the new
process to determine whether hu-
manitarianlaws are violated with
the use of Americans arms.

Israel has been deploying the
GBU-39s since 2008, using them
in Gaza, 5 and Lebanon. The
bambs have a range of at least 40
miles and are guided by GPS with
coordinates for specifictargets set
before the weapons are launched.
Experts say the GBU-39 is so pre-
cise that it can hit specific rooms
within buildings.

The United States has delivered
at least 9,550 GBU-39s to Israel
since 2012, including the 1,000
shipped last fall under the expe-
dited arder, according to datafrom
the  Siockholm  International
Peace Research Institute, which
tracks arms transfers. Mr. Brobst,
af the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies, said more have
probably been shipped since.
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A Young Political Star Is Raising the Prospects of France’s Far Right.

By ROGER COHEN
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Jordan Bardella, top, the 28-vear-old president of the far-right National Rally, has used his reassuring brand of showmanship to help
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Macron Hosts Biden in Paris, Honoring a Comphcated Bond 2 Presidents

Observing D-Day
As Two Wars Rage

By ROGER COHEN
and PETER BAKER
NORMANDY, France — In the
sunlight of Normandy, before the
surviving Aj an veterans who
eight decades ago helped tum the
tide of the war against Hitler,
President Emmanuel Macron of
France spoke this past week of the
“bond of blood shed for liberty”
that ties his country to the United
States

Itis abond that goes all the way
Dback to the founding of the United
States in 1776 and the decisive
French support for American in-
dependence against the British,
Tempestuous, often strained
France bristles at American pos
war leadership in Europe, the ties
between Paris and Washington
are noneth ele:

election \m a powerful testa-
ment to that friendship. But it il-
rates its double-edged nature.
French gratitude for American
sacrifice as ever vies uneasily
with Gaullist res
hint of subser 5
Those competing st

form the bac kdr: ouolnm\
dinner at the Elysée Palace on
Satur when Mr. Macron will
reciprocate the state v that Mr.
Biden hosted for him at the White
House in December 2022, the first
of his administration.

The toasts and bonhomie \MH
not fully m

over the war inGaza, how best to
support Ukraine and the unpre-
dictable ways Mr. Macron tries to
as France's independence
he United States.

No recent French p\e dent \n‘
been as insis L. M
declaring Europe need for
tegic and i
thatit “should never bea
the United States”
stood shoulder to shoulder with
Mr. Biden in seeing Ulkraind
fight for freedom against Russia
as no less than a batfle for Euro-
pean liberty, an extension of the
fight for freedom that led allied
forces to scale the cliffs of the
Painte duHoc in 1944,

“You can't help seeing lhﬂ par-
allel," Mr. Macron said
week ina TV inter
ing Ukraine a
fronted by a power 1 would not
COMPAr Nazi I
there
an imperialist power that has
trampled on international lav

Even so, when the camer
off, American officials
talk about their French counter-
parts with a tone of eye-rolling ex-

D
A. Kupchan, a former
adviser to President Ba
Obama at the Council on Foreign
Relations, said “the hot mess that
the United States is in right now
politically” is forcing European
tocalibrate "whether they
can ar should put all of their mar-
bles in the U.5. basket."
That applies particu
Ukraine, which former Pre
DonaldJ. Trump, the presumptive
2024 Republican  presidential
nominee, has not lll|)\}0II{‘(| in
Wi

1

much US. leadership because ifit
does come about that the US.
steps back from Ukraine and Eu-
rope needs tofill the gap, that's not
going to be easy"

In an interview with Time
azine posted this past week
Biden reflected on an ear]
tion with Macrar
said,
," Mr. Biden re-
counted ron looked at me,
and he -a|d ‘For how long? For
how long ™

Behind that question lurked an-

other: How much Am

erican pres-
ence in Europe does M

- Macron's

France really want?
The differences were show-
ased most prominently in Febru-

y when Mr Macron shocked
.-\nnlmn and European alli
alike by holding out the possibility
of sending NATO troops into
Ukraine, something Mr. Biden I
Hatly ruled out for fear of es
ing the war into a direct conflict
\+|ll1 a nuclear-powered Russia
e no Amcu n sal-
twarin Ulraine," Mr. Biden
ate of the Union
a er Mr. Ma-
crons trial ballaon. “And 1 'mlde
termined to kee: :ut Hnt way'

Appar-
le. Spe"d.mz to journal-
'lfl(’\ ameeting in

f Ukraine he asked "] s

asks usto train Ilmbl|l£"d sn\duel
on the its sovereign so

The French intention '1|)pe'\| s
to be to send a group of milit
trainers to Ukraine, if possible ¢
partof abr
Df

, "We will us e the
Iolumui.e[he broad-

Ukra

Mr Macron I1 previously of-
fered to train a 4,500-strong
brigade of Ukrainian soldiers. It
was not clear where this would
take place, although in the past
such fraining occurred out-

id no announcement of
ch was imminent, ap-
signaling it would not
.\keplaxe (\mmz Mr. Biden's
which would almost certainl

it an escalation when Ukraine have appeared provocative.
v
¥

President Biden is visiting

Above, from left, Brigitte Macron, President Emmanuel Macron
of France, President Biden and Jill Biden on Thursday at Nor-

mandy American Cemetery in France. Left, Mr. Macron and

Ukraines president, Volodymyr Zelensky, on Friday:

The two leaders are a study in

contr Mr. Biden, 81, ha:
maore than a hall-century in W
ington and is a creature of the

American establishment who be-
liew ionately in the US.-led
order created after World War 11
When France balked at the U.S. in-
vasion of Iraq, he was incensed,
seeing an act of unacceptable defi-
ance from a country that owed its
freedom to the United States.

Mr. Macron, 46, is a restless
Zlst-century president eager to
reassert French leadership on the
European stage and willing to pro-
voke friends with ’||.IH€\12|ILg
ideas and stalements, sugg;
in 2019 that NATO had suffered a
“braindeath.”

Gérard Araud, aformer French
ambassador to Washington, said
the two presidents differ not only
on the thearetical Western troops
on the ground, but on where and
how the war should end

“An explanation between the
two heads of state is more than
ever necessary,” Mr Araud said
“It is not only the conduct of the
war atstake, but also the prospect
of a negotiation after Nov. 5if Bi-
den -elected. What are the
real war goals of the West beyond
the empty rhetoric about the 1991
of Ukraine ®
chemistry between the

i it emed good. “They
do get along very well personal

. |

ance to attend ceremonies to commemorate D-Day and a state dinner

said Matthias Matthijs, an associ-
ate professor at Johns Hopkins
Universi hool of Advanced
International Studies.

But tensions remain, he said,
over Ukraine and over the Infla-
tion Reduction Act signed by Mr
Biden that provides subsidies for
electric vehicles and other clean
technologies. The Europeans con-
sider it unfair competition,

Francehas alsobeen frustrated
overthe degreeof US. support for
Istael in the war in Gaza. The com-
plaints center on the perceived
failure to stop the Israeli advance
into Rafah and to rein in Benjamin
Netanyahu, the Israeli prime min-
ister. But they also include Wash-
ington's rejection of recognition of
Palestinian statehood and hesita-
tions over how Gaza should be
governed postwar.

b states have nn\-nl bnen 50

is established, id one senior
French official who in line with
diplomatic practice requested an-
ity “Itis frustrating "
has not recognized a
n state, as four other
Europeancountries did inthe past
manth, butit didvote at the United
i to support includ-
£ a full member of
the ol‘z’mimtion T\\A United
State

tion, dl[[(’l"llk
even as the po
Trump tothe \)\‘hllo Hon
vember induce v
rope. Theleaders have incammon
thefact thateachof them s trying
to fend off nationalist I|E|‘Il\\|l'lE
forces at home, embodied by M
Trump and Marine Le Pen, a
leader of France's farright Na-
tional Rally party

Mr. Trump
orn. He re-
cently made clear he has not

changed his mind about them,
aying he would be just fine if Rus-
attacked NATO members that
do not spend enough on defense,
Condemning such isolationism,
M. Biden said of Ukraine in Nor-
mandy that "we will not walk
The target of his rhetoric
was clear: his opponent in the
Now '\{‘J‘\llﬂll Az for Mr Macron,
:h, he told the
s, “You are at

It was a reminder that when it
comes to the United States and
France, regular skirmishes do not
undo a centennial band

Vietnamese Journalist Arrested Amid Crackdown on Online Dissent

By SUI-LEE WEE

The authorities in Viet
have arrested one of the coun
most prominent journalis
accused him of “abusing demo-
cratic freedor by posting arti-
cles on Facebook that “infringed
on the interests of the state and
thelegitimate rights and intere:
of or ganizations and individual

The journalist, Truong H
— known o many by hi
lm:ellmto

to
pr anmu-m
Butthere v
s IliE_hl.“ hen state
Mpor[cd that the
Ministry of Public Security was
investigating Mr. San for his Face-
book posts

There were no details on the
content of the posts

The arre: an ominous sign
for other w n Vietnam. Jour-
nalists have long been a target for
the count ruling Caor 1nist
Party, which frequently crushes

dissent. But Mr. San had for years
managed la navigate the very
small for ||me|)"|m<'|lt
thought, nllﬂn publishing articles
that criticized the government,
His comnections with high-lev
officials were thought to have
heﬂn a buffer — until now.

Mr. San's case is part of a
sweeping repression of civil soci-
ety that many rights groups
has ex in scale and wcopn
in recent years

The law that he
cused or violating

IJeen ac-

use against critics of
rmment, according to Hu-

man Rights ch.

“Huy Duc isthe maost influential
journalist in Vietna
Swanton, a dilector at the 88
Project

that foc
1

freedom: aflhnp\e
est in an ongoing crackdown on
refarmers.”

Reporters Without Borders, the
Commiittee to Protect Journali
and PEN America have all called
on the government to release
Sar

Vietnam
ported on M s
with the arrest of a lawyer, Tran
Dinh Trien, wha charged with
the same offense as Mr. San. Mr
Trien, a former deputy director of
the Hanoi Bar Association, has
represented m. clients in high-
profile legal cases. He was alsoar-
rested because of articles he had
posted on Facebook.

After Mr. San, 62, disappeared
on June 1, his ebook account,

with maore than 350,000 followers,
was deactivated, its posts taken
down.

Screenshots saved by llle S%
Project show that on May

San took wmmllhcp&]llfeon }'.1(0-
book with a headline: "A COUN-
TRY CANNOT DEVELOP
BASED ON FEAR" He criticized
the concentration of power under

the Ministry of Public Security,
which was mostrecently led by To
Lam, the newly appointed presi-
dent.

23 Mr. San posted an
article criticizing the crac 2
on mn upliun initiated

wrote
needed tobedone llu ouzh in:
l\OIln\Il{J \mth"‘clm' atin,

cial
In 2016, Mr. Trong said that his

“blazing furnace” campagn
against graft \\ould "M(hc'nﬂ
“bad roof
but it ha

an unusual number of high-level
I'(“\gll‘dliﬂ\l*
It \1| Tlonz “does

not show a

cleanlir
San wrote in his May post

San received a Hubert H
Humphrey Fellowship fo study at

the University of Maryland in
2005 and 2006, When he returned
ietnam in 2006, he founded a
blog that publis: social
and palitical commentaries. The
Vietnamese  authorities  shut

dow mhehlue in 2010,
Si

nt a year at
on a Nieman
fellowship, during which he wrote
ajournalistic account of Vietnam's

stwar era titled “The Winning
Side." The bool, which is b.ﬂmﬂd
in Vietnam,
to be the
postwar Vietnamese history and
palitics.

According to the 2024 World
Press Freedom Index issued
Reporters Without Borders, Viet-
nam ranks 174th out of the 180
countries and territories.

The country is “the fifth worst
jailer of J'.Jmmh 3
\+Il|l at least 19 reporters locked
up as of December, according to
the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists.

Pledge Unity
In Support
For Ukraine

By MICHAEL D). SHEAR
and PETER BAKER

PARIS — President Biden and
President Emmanuel Macron of
France stressed on Saturday how
much they agree with each other
about warld affairs, including the
war in Ukraine, even as their
countries have expressed sharply
different views of the fighting in
Gaza between Israel and Hamas.,

Appearing briefly together be-
fore reporters 1!["\ two days of D-
Day |en‘emL| ances, the two pres-

tions and papered ove r
differences about the Middle Ea
Instead, they both asserted the
enduring strength of the Ameri-
can-French partmership on cli-

|1mle the economy, European se-
i‘lll ml(hultum\he'

I proudly stand with
upport freedom and
round the world,” Mr.
as the two men
emerged from a closed-door meet-
Ille'l the Elysée Palace.
see eye to eye on this war
raging in Ukrain Macran
noted, and he added that he hoped
“all members of the G7 will agree
50

democracy

Biden said,

The French pr s
ed that the twa

ments sug
leaders had ched comman
ground over a plan to leverage

proceeds from frozen Russia
sets to provide an upfront loan of
up to 550 billion to Ukraine
American officials had  said
heading into the meeting that
France was the main holdout for
«u{h a plan and that they were
g to win support during the

Biden has =
the French president also directly
chz Itodo more to de-
liver aid to Palestinians suffer ing
from the government's bombard-
ment.

“It is not acceptable that Israel
should not open all checkpoints to
humanitarian aid, as requested by

- Biden and Macron do
not mention discord
over the war in Gaza.

national Crin
to seek war
prime

1, Cum m H\o
leader of Hmu. n Gaza.

By contrast, Mr. Biden has con-
demned that effort, calling it an
unconscionable comparison of the
two leader:

France also voted in the United
Nations in May to include Pales-
tine asa full member of the organi-
zation, something the United
States opposes

Neither Biden nor Mr. Ma
cron mentioned any of the di
agreements about the Israel-Ha-
mas conflict,

In a departure from the usual
practice when Amer pr
dents meet with foreign leaders,
reporters from France and Lhe
United States were not allowed to
ask questions after the Saturday
statements, which lasted a com-
bined 16 minutes. In most cases,
the two leaders allow reporters
from each countr
two questions

ty spokes
House, declined to explain wh
that w as

between the two sides, And it w
decided in our discussionsand our
planning for thi t that that's
what they would do: that they
would come out and make stale-
IMENts to the pre:
Mr. Macron's warm embrace of
Mr. Biden despite the tensions in
the relationship stood in sharp
contrast to the mood when Presi-
dent Donald 1. Trump visited in
November 2018
Just minutes before Air Force
anded in Paris then, Mr.
a message onling
Macron of being

Mr.

just weeks
I

assailing nationalism
after Mr. Tr llll‘pdﬂchled hi
an American nationalist

On Saturday by contrast, M
Macron pn sed Mr. Biden a
partner whorespects European:
aline that sounded like a distinc
tion from Mr Trump, who often
denigrated European leaders.
“Thank you for being at Europe's
side " Mr. Macron said
You've become a good friend,”
Biden said in respon se.




In Belgium, Politics
Meets ‘The Bachelor’

Ahead of E.U. Elections

By MATINASTEVIS-GRIDNEFF

and KOBARYCKEWAERT

BRUSSELS — In the United
States, Donald I Trump and Joe
Biden can barely agree to share a
stage for adebate.

In Belgium, the politicians who
will face off on Sunday in the coun-
try's most contested general elec-
tion in years agreed to a four-
episade reality show filmed av
weekend and set in a castle —
maoat and all,

The show, a political version af
“The Bachelor" called “The Con-
clave" transfixed Belgians in the
runupta the vote for the country's
national and regional parlia-
ments. The elections are coincid-
ing with those for the European
Parliament this weekend, in
which 27 European Union coun-
tries will vote.

As in many other European
countri the mainstream paliti-
cal establishment in Belgium has
shrunk electorally. The far right

rged.
But for Belgium, that dynamic

ha

is further complicated the d

vide between the country
south, Walloni
peaking north,

v work togeth-
e of the far
ght. Perhaps by putting them to-
gether fora few days, they canre-
salve some of their differenc
If nothi the
ceeded in airing the grievances
that have made a far-right, anti-
immi lemish secessionist
amsBelang, the election
frant-rumner. A v
party could precipita
Belgium by thrusting the issue of
Flemish independence to the top
of the political agenda and threat-
enin g to break the count ntwo,
Whether the show succeeded in
facilitating real-world coopera-
tion is another matter. The parti
in the palitical mainstream have
longstruggled to come togetherin
key moment d Belgium has
become famous for taking record
time to form shaky, multiparty co-
alitions.
WVlaams Belang's meteoric rise
nade that task maore urgent

and E.

Against the backdrop of the
rounds and grand inte-
ppe Castle, a medi-
chiteau, Eric Goer jour-
host on “The Con-
ven prominent pali-
ns from the Dutch-speaki
region of Belgium, Flander

They go for walks in the woods.
They cook. They eattogether. And
they get into arguments

[ conflict
kward si-

gust; even solo confe
viewsin a chapel
Among the seven are Tom Van
Grieken, the leader of Vlaams Be-
lang; the sitting pr i
Alexander Dre Croo, a liberal; and
Petra De Sutter, a member of the
Green party who is one of the
country's deputy prime ministers,
and the most senior trans poli-
tician in the European Union.

The Bedfellows Are Political
Viaams Belang, which translates
to Flemish Interest, amang
the firstin a waveof European

right parties to capitalize on anti-

lled Viaar
P noted the return of s
ond- and third-generation Bel-
gians of migrant descent to their
ancestral homelan

In 2004, the party
victed of viclating Belgiun
racism law and banned
standing in elect] 3

The party has since changed its
name and image, but, critics
little else. Belgium, a prosperous
northem European country of 11
million people, is home to sizable
migrant communities, including
Muslims with North African roots,
who remain the party's main tar-
Eet.

This has led all other Belgian
palitical parties to make a long-
standing vow to never govern
with Vlaams Belan g. The question
is whether
hold th

Blok, the

from

Viaa g
election an Sunday
Just as pressing, the party

wants Flanders — the northern
region that is home to about 60
percent of the Belgian population
— to secede from the federal state
of Belgium and form its own coun-
trv.

The question of haw tor
Mr Van Grieken's popular
perhaps most pressing for B
De Wever, who leads the New
Flemish Allian a conservati
i st party. He
also among the politicians who
participated in “The Conclave."

Mr. Van Grieken would like the
two parties to join forces, form a
Flemish government and use it as
a launchpad to ultimately force
Flemish independence.

Mr. De Wever wants Flemish in-
dependence, too, but calls the se-
cessionist plan “a fant:

A1;
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described prag he is run-
ning on a platform that would in-
stead transfer still more powers
from Belgium's federal govern-
ment to its regions, including
Flanders.
The tension hetween the two
men bails over in afiresid
that oozes reali
It's nighttir

dram.
s d arelaxed Mr.
Wan Grieken sits by an outdoor
firepit, when Mr. De Wever steps

e wok
Bar

that I want to ban,
Grieken chuckles

to bed," M. De ¥

ing around awkwardly

“They don't want to hang out
i . Van Grieken

Billionaire Faces Sexual Assault Charges

By IAN AUSTEN
OTTAWA — Frank Stron
the 81-year-old billionaire founder
of one of the world's largest auto
parts companies, ed

and charged on Fri N connec-
tion with a sexual assault investi-
gation.

In a brief news release, the po-

lice force for Peel Region, outside
Toronto, said that the time fram
of crimes Mr Stronach w
leged to have committed spanned
from the 19505 until la r

Dr. Stronach, the Au
founder of M;
was charged with offense:
cluded indecent

He was after being
charged and will appear later at a
court in Brampton, Onta

Brian Greenspan, Mr.
Stronach'slawyer, said thathis cl
ent “categar|

gations of impropriety which have
been brought against hi
He added: "He lnoks forwar,
the opportunity to fully respond to
the charges and to maintain his
legacy, both as a philanthropist
and an icon of the Canadian
usiness community
r Stronach turned a one-r
machine shop he founded in 19
intoa global enterprise. Under his
management, Magna, which also

an

assembles vehicles for several au-
tomaks including  Mercedes-
Benz, tried to take over both
Chrysler and Opel, the European
arm of General Mato
Investors in  Magna often
chafed at how Mr Stronach used
his control over the company
throug pecialc of share to
invalve it in variou metimes
unprofitable ventures unrelated
to making car parts, including a
faled restau-
rant chain, a
glossy business
T zine, golf
COUrSE: and
harse racing. In
2010, Magna
gave Mr.
Stronach about
51 billion to
cede control
The Stronach Group, which he
founded and which is now run by
his daughter, Belinda Stronach,

Frank Stronach

awns or manages horse racing
tracks throughout the United
States

In 2013, Team Stronach, a pro-
ness protest party founded by

Austrian state parliaments
In a statement, Trac
womar,

been raised bevond what has been

reported in the media”
The Stronach Group did not re-
spond to a request for conu
It is unclear why the cha
were filed in Peel, which is p:

area. M
which i
and where Magna has its head-
quarters. Constable Tvler Bell, a

dlzo in the Toronto area

spokesman for the police, de-
clined to comment on the investi-
gation.

While he led Magna, which
made him at one point Canada's
highest-paid ~ executive, M
Stronach often offered iconocl
tic economic and political theorie:
nents that some found in-
appropriate. He began the compa-
ny's 2007 annual meeting not by
g his bid far Chrysler, but
by ng shareholders who was
more attractive to women , himself
or his longtime aide, Manfred
Gingl.

Mr. Stronach is the second Ca-
nadian billionaire o be charged
with zex offenses in
The palice in
brought 21 sex-related cha
st Robert G. Miller,

discuss

weel

ge:
I the
founder of Future Electronics, in-
cluding several counts of sexual
exploitation of minors. The police
force said that he had paid several

young girls
acts.

to perform sexual

Danish Prime Minister ‘Shaken’ by Attack

By MAYA TEKELI
COPENHAGEN — Prime Min-
ister Mette Frederil
attacked on Frids
bu quare in G

nha an assault that left
her “shaken," her office
though she v leto walk
The police said they had made an

ve a suspect in custody,
are now investigating the
the Copenhagen Police
iday.

ve for the attack is un-
pect, whom the po-
wrday described asa 39-
year-okl man, is expected to ap-
pear in court on Saturday after-
noan.

Kaly Soto coniributed repariing

The prime minister's office re-
leased a statement after the at-

k saying she had been “beat-
several news outlets
, but it was unclear what in-
she had sustained. On
Saturday, her office said she had
been taken to a hospital and had
ned “minor whipk but
n otherwise good condition.

Several Danish politicians ex-
pressed their concern over the
episode.

“Mette is naturally shocked by

wrate on X
allof us who ar
Mz, Frederil
prime minister since 20
leads the center-left Social Dema-
crats.

The ck came just days be-
fare Danes will vate in the Euro-
pean Union elections.

The assault also resonated be-
wvond Denmark's borders, with the
prime ministers of Finland and
Sweden sending their support. It
happened not even a month after
Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slo-
was  shot
wounded in an as:
tempt that he sur

Ms. Frederiksen w
mandy on Thursd:

peech during commem
for the 80th anniversaryof D-Day.
She honored the sacrifices

ish soldiers and extolled
virtues of freedom, saving: *
dom is not a leg
fight, a battle, a struggle. Er
day. Every hour. Right now"

* 9

i s T
Belgium's prime munister; Alexander De Croo, and Bart De
Wever, the leader of the New Flemish Alliance party, on " The

Conelave.” Above, a Viaams Belang party meeting in Antwerp.

nt respect democracy. Sorry, Croodf sl undercutting him.
that's quite fund amental” k ally not looking forward
The conversation foreshadows e there is bad blood

the intense negotiations that will ' Mr De Wever tells
almaost certainly follow Sunday's
election. For the audience, the
show offers a rare, flv-on-the-
view into the country's mes:
palitics.

aybe youstarttounderstand
hings are so hard between
der two," Mr
aid in an
It goes very deep, and
3 ver get to see that in the
normal debate.”

When the two men finally
down together, Mr. De Croo tries
o convince him that they canjoin
forces this time around, but the
conversation keeps going back to
old grievano

“Working together requires a
unt of trust and reli-
Mr. De Wever tells Mr De
at is completely mi

why
leader one
Goens, the
interview.

end up with me down the line"
That is the scenario all of Bel-
gium's  palit ablishment
would like to avoid. And while Mr.
De Wever shares in that d

Bad Blood
“The Conclave" shows how these
differences between leaders go
far beyond ideology in Belgium

r. De Croo eventually gives
fou know, let's leave it at

think we are getting to the

for Vlaams Belang, he has long  The notoriously protracted p paint where we are going to
been vague about whether he will ~ election negotiations of the past thingsthatweare going to regret,
honor the vow never to govern s says Mr. De W -

Mr. De Croo tries to end on a
€ note
nat avindictive person he
and if it's about making our
stronger for all Belgians
and natsplitting our countr;
we can work together."
That remains to be seen.

liberal eco-

Both supporters of
nomic policies, one would expect

with the par
In another scene, a fellow poli-
ician confronts Mr. De Wever:

fi current prime minister, Mr. De
Croo, and Mr. De W to be nat-
ural political partmel

But the pair fell out aver the last
coalition negotiations, in which
Mr. De Wever accused Mr. De
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Louis Comfort Tiffany's leaded Favrile glass
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At left, secunity forces celebrated a military coup in Bamako, Mali, in2020. US. eountederrcnsmellorls n \u\esl Alfrica ha\'e largely failed, and troops have been order?d tc leave
several countries. At right, the $110 million US. air base in Agadez, Niger. The U.S. said it would withdraw 1,000 military personnel from Niger and close the base by September.

In West Africa, Terror’s Spread Shows Limits of U.S. Strategy

From Page |

vested in that |e\nt|nn~lup and then
we're asked to depart.”

U.S. officials say they are retooling
their approach to combat an insurgency
that is rooted in local, not global, con-
cerns. Competition for land, exclusion
from politics and other grievances have
swelled the ranks of the militants, more
than any particular commitment to ex-
tremist idealogy.

Instead of relying on big bases and a
permanent military presence, officials
say that the strategy will focus more on
well-financed initialives that include se-
curity, governance and development —
paying for soldier training as well as for
new electrification or water projects.

Thiskind of holistic approach has been
tried with limited success, and U.S. offi-
cials and independent West Africa spe-
cialists say it faces steep hurdles now

AUS. dlDlOI'l 1at in the region said that
West African governments should share
the blame, because some of those part-
ners were more interested in staying in
power than in fighting terrorism.

“It didn't work, it's obvia said the
diplomat, who spoke on the condition of
wnm ity to offer a candid assessment
“But this notion that we de-
p\o*.'ed it didn't wor k, therefore it's our
fault — I don't buy that."

Some say the foleigners never really
understood the conflict. “To be able to
to really know the roat of

“They were positioned almost every-
wllalooll Malian soil and collecting their
, and we were still m‘.lnz prob-
|€Il;5

As they assess the setbacks and retool
their strate gy, U.S. officials are also keep-
ing a wary eye on two global rivals:
China and Ru

China overtook the United States as

Africa's biggest bilateral trade partner
overa decade ago, its investments large-
Iy focused on minerak key to the global
energy transition. Russia has become
the preferred security partner for a num-
ber of African countries that formerly
welcomed American assislance, creak-
ing what many experts see as a Cold
War-stvle competition.
Ve've done a lot ofthings well on the
tactical level, including the training of
special forces, but they weren't con-
nected to a larger strategy,” said I Peter
Pham, a former special US. envoy to the
Sahel, the semiarid region south of
the Sahara whére US. counterterrorism
efforts have been focused.

Mr. Pham pointed to an ambitious
$450 million U.S. e]c\(u ification projectin
1sed in 2023 af-
aged a coup.
ted strategy,

dcastles atthe
beach," he said.

edge of the
Develaping that strategy will be diffi-
cult. Washington policymakers are con-

sumed with cris: rticularly in Gaza
and Ukraine, Meantime, Al Qwedw and
Islamic State affiliates are metastasizing
in the region, according to UN. and US.
intelligence assessments.

“What keeps me up at night is the
number of very capabe foreign terrarist
organizations that see this' Senator
Chris Coons‘DemocmlalD(-kiwule and
an Africa specialist, said at ahearing last
maonth.

Mali: A Crisis Spirals
Mali was the fi untry in the Sahelto
be destabilized by jihadists and rebels

It wasin the wake of the 2011 civil war
in Libya, to the northeast. Well-armed
DMalian rebels who had defended the Lib-
van leader Muammar el-Qaddafi re-
turned home when he was killed and
started a rebellion. Emboldened by the
chaos, Islamist groups began seizing ur-
ban centers like the ancient desert city of
Timbuktu,

France intervened in 2013, pushingthe
jihadists out of northern cities. Many Ma-
lians viewed the mission as a success.

Then came a much bigger interven-
tion led by the French that pulled in other
European countries and the United
States, and that expanded to neighbor-
ing countr |e<\n pursuit of jihadists

The a spiraled, even as France
killed more and more fighters. The
armed grs oups ran rampant in the coun-
tryside, causing millions to flee their
homes. Thousands of foreign forces in
air-canditionad \'elucles trundled
through the Sahelian steppe, trying to
take out terrorist leaders. But that
ppe became no safer.

France and the US. acknowledged
that the governmentstheywere working
with were widely viewed locally as cor-
rupt and partly responsible for the inse-
curity, according to Alexander Thurston,
ascholar of Islam and African politics at
the University of Cincinnati. But they
worked closely with them anyway.

“That's a weird kindof contradiction ta

Eric Schmitt reported from Takoradi and
Acera, Ghana, and Ruth Macean from
Dalar, Senegal. Mamadou Tapily contrib-
uted reporting from Bamaho, Mali
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he insurgency mushroomed,
people began to blame the foreign forces.

When, one by one, the governments in
the region fell over the past four years,
the new juntas found criticism of their
military partners was easy to exploit for
pullll\.u\ gain. Then they threw out the
foreign troops as well as thousands of
U.N. peacekeepers.

The “flashy scenarios” that local sol-
diers are trained to deal with during the
annual Pentagon-sponsored Flintlock
counterterrarism exercise illustrate the
yawning gap between how American
special operations commanders see the
conflict and the reality that what they are
ing is “an insurgency driven by poor
me of the most remote parts
' Mr. Thurstan said

The West has long been seen as pro-
jecting its own problems onto the Sahel,
said Ornella Moderan, a Geneva-hased
researcher and palicyadviser focusedon
pdlitics and security in West Africa. Ini-
tially it was obs ed with migration.

Now, she noted, there is a Western “in-
sistence on reading everyvthing through
the Russian lens.”

The US. should stop focusing on try-
ing to come up with a * better offer" than

Agade:
NIGER CHAD
SUDAN
MGERIA
— RENIN
.
xes
CAMEROON
AFRIGA
N
Ms. Moderan said

better offer from the per-
spective of military juntas in the current
situation?” she asked. "It's an offer that
insists less on human rights than Russia
ansnotat all. It's an o
sontheruleoflaw, less
offer that pro-
videsmare interms of WEAPD:
in terms of remate warfare
The best approach for the W

said, is to ignore whether Russia is there
or not, keep communication channels
open and wait for an opportunity to re-
engage with countries like il and
when they sour on Moscow's influence.

Niger: The Highs and Lows

It was in Niger, an impoverished nation
of 25 million people that is nearly twice
the size of Texas, where four American
soldiers, along with four Nigerien troops
and an interpreter, were killed in an am-
bush in 2017,

After that, American commandos
staved well behind the front lines, work-
ing from command centers to help Ni-
gerien officer apple with intelligence,
logistics, artillery and other aspects of
big operations.

Those counterterrorismforces tramed
by the United es and France put a
dent in terrarist activity, using intelli-

®ET

Special forces from Tunisia, Libyaand lalyin training dunng the annual
Pentagon-sponsored Flintlock counterterrarism exercise in Daboya, Ghana.

gence gleaned from MQ-0 Reaper sur-
veillance drones flying from the sprawl-
ing air base in Agadez, in the north.
Terrorist attacks against civilians de-
creased by nearly 50 percent in 2023
from the previous year, analysts said.
After the military takeover in Niger
last July, however, the United States sus-
pended most security assistance and in-
formation sharing. Terrorist groups
stepped up attacks on '\Ig‘l\"\l troops.
Last October, at least 2!
vere killed in an .nmk

]Mndm
n the country's west. A week
dozen died in the southwest
The junta leaders began to turn to-
wward Russiafor security and to Iran for a

earlier, a

possible deal on its uranium reserves,
U.S. officials said. American diplomats
and military officials pmte:leﬂ this
spring and critici |
ernment for failing to map out a pa
return to democracy. The junta accused
the Americans of talking down to them.

The junta's message has been: “"We
don'twant anyane from the West to come
in here and tell us wha we can do busi-
ichaelE. Langley, the

I'm seeing this
Our narrative is still,

s"\m in an interview.

across the Sahel
‘Hey, we're here to help.

Tlle military takeover in Niger up-
ended years of Western counterterror-
ism efforts in West Africa

For civilians in the Sahel, security has
gotten worse since the juntas took power.
In recent months, unlawful killings and
grave violations against children have
risen sharply, according to the UN
“The challenges plaguing the Sahel
are sooverwhelming that it's not exactly
clear how much the US. can help," said
Colin P. Clarke, a counterterrorism ana-
Iyst at the Soufan Group, urity con-
sulting firm based in New

- - -
French soldiers during a mission to combat Islamist extremists in Mali near the border with Niger in February 2020,

“The Sahel sits at the nexus of some of
the world's most pressing challenges
from climate change to 'youth bulge:
significant swaths of young people who
are unemployed"” Mr Clarke said
“Theseissues feed intothe growthof vio-
lent extremist organizations."
Ghana: A New Focus

American and Ghanaian officials fear
that Ghana could be next.

Terrarist groups have been pushing
south and staging attacks in Ghana's
coastal neighbors, Toga, Benin and Ivory
lion

Coast. A majority of Ghana' sa-‘l m
inhabitants are Christ

up alarge share in the mmm\
naorth.

That Africa Command conducted
three overlapping military exercises, in-
cluding Flintlock, in Ghana in the past
few weeks underscores how much Wash-
ington is pinning its security hopes on
coastal West Africa

Some 1,300 special operations forces
from nearly 30 countries participated in
the annual Flintlbck counterterrorism
exercise in May. In Daboya, Ghana,
about four hours from the border with
Burkina Faso, Spanish trainers
Mauritanian lIOQpS hone their m
P Kk\ll-. Glnmmn pohce \wwknd

n and Tunisian commandos
roped down from assault helicopters to
seize stand-in terrorist leaders aboard
an Italian frigate ina mock raid.

Brig. Gen. Kweku Dankwa Hagan, a
Ghanaian Army officer, said Ghana and
its neighbors shared intelligence on mili-
tants' activiti nd had agreed to con-
duct joint patrols in border are

“IF they strike Ghana, it will shake our
democracy,” General Hagan said in mlln—
terview in Accra, Ghana's capital.
are poised ta ensure that given tlm man-
date given the armed forces, we protect
our country from external aggressors.

The Biden administration is offering
help in other ways under the Glohal Fra-
gility Act, a 10-year plan to blunt the
spread of terror nd violent extrem-
Lin the coastal West African nations
and other countries

The act finances a range of initiatives,
including conflict-resolution programs
to help settle disputes among chiefs and
local community service projects like
new police stations or solar-powered se-
curity lighting.

Unless defense,(llp\olmr' and devel-
OpmEeNt Programs ar: ated and fi-
nanced, it's like “sprinkling fairy dust
around,” said Virginia E. Palmer, the US.
ambassador to Ghana and a diplomat
with previous postings in Malawi, South
Africa, Kenyvaand Zimbabwe, as well
stint in the State Department's countes
terrorism office in Washinglon.

As the US. reformulates its approach,
officials say one overriding ohjective
comes through: Stay engaged. That may
involve building relationships with new
partners or —at some time in the future
— rebuilding ties with former ones.

Capt. Scott P. Fentres
the Navy SEALs who is director of opera-
tions for U.S. Special Operations force:
onthe continent, sumimed it up this w
“Trust is earned, and we've leamed
throughout Afr articular 'Wesl Af-
rica, that trust is hard o ear
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We Have Late Onset Tay-Sachs...
Do You Know What It Is?

Allie & Katie Buryk's Story

It took the two of us, 35 year-old twins,
eight years to find out what was wrong.

Our symptoms started slowly. At first,
there was difficulty climbing stairs. Our
leg muscles were weak and we had
trouble standing from a sitting position
without using our hands. At times, our
legs would just give out and we would

fall. And our speech pace increased and
sometimes people didn't understand us.

Finally, in 2014 genome sequencing
informed us that we had Late Onset
Tay-Sachs. (LOTS) disease. Infants who Allie (left) & Katie Buryk.
develop symptoms early usually die by age 2-4. Juveniles with symptoms pass away before or in their teens.
We are lucky to be alive. But the disease will continue and our futures hold wheelchairs, difficulty swallowing,
cognitive decline and perhaps mental illness.

We have decided to go public and raise money, awareness and a search for a treatment. It is for us but,
perhaps more importantly, it is for infants and kids. And it’s for their families who embark on this over-
whelming journey.

WHERE WE ARE TODAY...

« At the end of April, Sanofi Genzyme announced the clinical trial for the treatment of GM2 gangliosidosis,
which is what we have, was discontinued based on the absence of positive trends on clinical endpoints.
This is incredibly disappointing as we continue to hope for a treatment option.

The Buryk Fund sponsors an annual Late Onset Tay-Sachs Think Tank retreat led by Dr. Steven Walkley,
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, and attended by leading rare disease researchers and clinicians from
around the world. The goal is to accelerate research toward effective treatments for Late Onset Tay-Sachs.
Since the first Think Tank in 2018, four critically important clinical trials have launched; two gene therapy
studies for children with GM2 (known as Tay-Sachs and Sandhoff diseases) and a similar disease, GM1
gangliosidosis, and two small molecule drug trials for adults with LOTS. This year's meeting will take place
October 17-19 in Hilton Head, SC.

HOW YOU CAN HELP...

* Gene therapy is being developed for adults with Late Onset Tay-Sachs. A team at the University of Massa-
chusetts (UMass) Chan Medical School led by Heather Gray-Edwards, DVM, PhD and Miguel Sena-Esteves,
PhD has developed an AAV gene therapy and working toward a clinical trial. Your donation makes gene
therapy for LOTS patients possible, bringing us closer to treatments.

We will not give up, and we hope you'll join us and the many families who need our help. Whatever
your contribution, it will matter and make a difference in our lives and those of so many others.

Please Join us in our fight and in our hope.

To Donate

Mayo Clinic National Tay-Sachs & Allied
Lysosomal Disease Initiative & Allie Buryk Fund
200 First S Sw 2001 Beacon Street.
irst Street Suite 204
Rochester, MN 55905 Boston, MA 02135

1-800-297-1185 1-800-90-NTSAD
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Clockwise from top left: dead and dying Douglas fir trees at Wlllamette [\allon:\l Forest Ore.‘ in October; some environmentalists say officials favor logging over con servation; a forester WIth
Diouglas fir seedlings for planting in a section of the Callahan Mountains, west of Roseburg, Ore., in 2017; and, the Patton Meadow fire in Fremont National Forest, near Lakeview, Ore., in 2021

For an Oregon Forest in Crisis, a Response [s Logging

By ANNA KRAMER

Across a patch of the Pacific North-
west, one of North A il

part:
me rate. This spring
ears, the needles on Douglas firs
areyellowing, turning redand thend rop-
ping to the ground in forests across
southwestern Oregon.

Experts blame amix of factors, includ-
ing insect attacks, drought and higher
temperatures caused limate change
Decades of fire suppre n have exacer-
bated problems by disrupting the natu-
ral balance of ecos ystems.

“The droughts and heat and climate
change are killing tre. widely, and
there's no clear way to put that genie
back in the battle " said Rob Jackson,
ecologist at the Doerr Schoal of S
ability at Stanford University who is re-
searching the ways climate ch
fects forests and grasslands.
priming our forests to die/

Thecrisis in Oregon shows the eritical
importance of forest management as cli-
mate change alters the natural world,
Foresters that, in ma
need to cut down Dousm‘ i

Their plans include selling some sal-
vageable timber.

But those plans have touched a raw
€ with some environmentalists, wha
st govemnment agencies and ac-
them of favoring logging over con-

ciety [m a \illl(' bil toolang”
The distrust exemplifies a challenge:
How do those agencies, which contraol
much of the land in the Wi
the country, navigate com
dates for conservation, resource extrac-
tion and fire saf 5 lmﬂ(t health de-
clines acra
Douglas are nlae}'slonewe.
the region's enormous, ecologically di-
verse fore. critical to sustaining a
range of plant and animal life. They are
also one of the most important timber
n the country, used for home con-
struction and as Chr as trees.

Environmentalists Object to Killing of Firs, Healthy
Or Not, as Climate Muddies Land Management

Across southwestern Oregon, more of
the species died from 01510 2019 than in
the previous 40 yvears cambined. The
deaths, though concentrated in regions
atthe lower endof the elevation and r
fall range for Douglas firs, have spread
since 2020: Whileless than 5,000 acresof
land in the state exhibited tree death in
2021, that number rose to more than
:30 UUU acres in 2022

the Biden administration
fmlml strengthened the Burean of
Land Management's conservation au-
tharity, giving the agency maore latitude
to prioritize environmental concerns in
concert with its other mandates. And ex-
perts, including Dr. Crandall, said the bu-
reau and other federal agencies had be-
come mare evenhand ed and clearly con-
cemed with climate change over the last
several decades.

But environmental groups still harbor
long-held suspicions from nearly a cen-
tury of gover nn'.‘:nl-nppmut-(l forest
clear cuts.

Nathan Gehres grew up in the Apple
gate Valley in Southern Oregon in the
1950s. At the time, the region was tarn
apart in a battle over con
known locally as the Timber
environmentalists fought to limit lngg
projects sponsored by the United States
Forest Service and the B.L.M.

“I know peaople whao call the
reau of Lumber and Mining,
Gehres, whonow works at the Applegate
Partnership and Watershed Council, a
nonprofit groupthat triesto develop con-
sensus solutions for natural r
management. “They've made mi
||1t||cun_l mldltlunklllelc b.nd

the Bu-

n \mlm( in the |)n_|
quarters of the Appleg
eral land. And so, they
important partne

The B.LM. is proposing a n‘ulu
project called the Strategic Oper:
for Safety plan, known as 5.0.5., to log
living and dead trees. The trees are
spread acr about 5,000 acry f land
the agency manages in the Applegate

Valley region that offic say are most
likely topresent safety risks in wildfires.
Becauseit can be very &
maove only
willm
their way L
beth Burghard, the blue u's district
manager.
The B.LM. is trying community
reach. Ms. Burghard's team |eLe|1[ /i
vited residents on a field trip to
dyingtrees in an effort to show lllecoll.
munity the extent of the crisis, alleviate
skepticism and to persuade locals of the
urgency of the proble;
Luke Ruedij aresident of the region
and the ca ation director for the
Klamath Forest Alliance environmental
group, attended that field trip and said he
tried to keep an open mind about the
BL i i But while he was
struck by the forest's declining health, he
said he remained concerned that the
agency might manipulate the situation
to justify selling more wood for commer-

cial purposes

Mr. Ruediger acknowledged that it
WS Necess
in the area, *
heavy for

toaddress the fire danger
ut there's this history of
tmanagement here," he said.
kind of a 1 v of bias toward
the timber industry”

DominickDellaSala, the chief scientist
at Wild Herit g

tion ad-

e, afe

2

v ganization, the
forests with Mr. Ruediger to witness the
Douglas fir die-off and also said he re-
mained _suspicious ahout the agency's
mot 3 it the agencies will do,
they'll cherry pick the science to fit lhe
desired outcome," he said

“You've got to tackle climate change,
because that's a lot of what's driving
this,” Dr. DellaSala added. "And i
got to reduce the pressur n fors
through the se kinds of bgging events

R"pl esentatives for the Bureau of
Land Management said that the S.0.5.
plan was aimed directly at increasing
safety, especially for firefighters. And
ed on 15 years of manitoring inter-
ventions, the agency is confident that its

plans can be sucoessful, 1Jena Volpe,
a fire ecologist with the burean

“When the B.L.M. does commercial
timber sales, our prim: jective i
forest health, and the economi

the trees isa byproduct of that " s
Sulli

pokesman for the I)ul eau's
rict office in Medford, Ore. "That is
something that a lot of the public d
necessarily understand. Our commercial
timber sales really are aimed at forest
health."

Mr. Sullivan said the m

n focus of the
g dead and
ing hedthy ones
for commercial PUTpOSEs.

Researchers in Oregon and across the
ommiry stressed that the B.LM. and
other landowners need to manage the
Douglas fir decline. It's not just the
B.LM. dealing with trees in crisis. The
city of Ashland, Ore., also has operations
underway to remove the dead and dying
Douglas firs tomanage public safety risk
and try to improve forest health.

As forests become less healthy, re-
leaving them undisturbed
make them more
prone to severe wikdfires and mare vul-
nerable to drought stress and disease.

Instead, managing them to increase

I climate resilience and
even create sustainable forms of extrac-
tion will be increasingly important. That
can mean thinning to lower tree density
in a given area, removing dead tre
planting spec at are more resilient

o

nent and allow the
form of equilib-
id that, after cen-
vention, the forests
-correct on their own
Ineed toreduce the den-
sity of trees” Dr Crandall of Oregon
State said. “We have tinkered so much
with the natural system in the last 150
years, mostly through fire suppression,
hat the forest is just completely out of
whack!
But getting there will be a challenge
said Rachael
al the Center

1ev have Lo ir ¥ to make everyme
nd then they end up making no
one happy,” she said.




Calls Escalate for Inquiries
Into Supreme Court Ethics

By CARL HULSE

WASHINGTON —  Senate
Democrats are facing intensifving
pressure from theleft forinquiries
into ethical questions at the Su-
preme Court, but they say their
options are limited given the
court's independent status and
Republican opposition.

Advocacy groups and progres-
sives are stepping up their cal
for Senate Democrats to be more
aggressive after Chief Justice
John G. Roberts Jrrebuffed aplea
to require Justice Samuel A, Alito
Jr.tarecuse himself from pending
cases on the Jan. 6 assault on the
Capitol and Donald J. Trump's in-
munity for any actions leading up
toit.

Top Democrats on the Judiciary
Committee called on Justice Alito
torecuse himself from those cases
following reports that two flags
associated with the “Stop the
Steal" movement were flown out-
side his residences. The justice
id his wife was responsible for
theflags and refused tostep away
from the cases.

Last week, a coalition of liberal
groups and House Democrats
urged the Senate to apen an inves-
tigation into Justice Alito's ac-
tions, with activists arguing that
the Senate needed to stop behav-
ing as if it were powerless.

Representatives Jamie Raskin
of Maryland and Alexandria Oca-

Pressured Senate
Democrats say their
options are limited.

sio-Cortez of New York, the top
two Democrats on the Oversight
Committee, have scheduled a
round table on the issue for Tues-
day. It is set to explore a range of
controversies surrounding the
court, including unreported gifts
and travel provided the justices,
and their impact on the court's
agenda.

“The whele country |s«:1ughl in
a supreme ethics crisi Mr.
Raskin said in a statement. "Our
democracy, votingrights, and fun-
damental rights are on the line,
andeverything we have fought for
i in danger because of this run-
away court.”

Senate Democrats have strug-
gled with how torespond to ethics
controversies  ensnaring  the
court. They have cited the refusal
of members of the court to engage
with them and fierce opposition
fram Republicans whoportray the
Demaocratic effort as a partisan
one designed to undermine the
credibility of acourtdominated by
conservatives.

“Keep in mind it's a separate
branch of government and has its
own authority" said Senator Rich-
ard J. Durbin of Ilinois, the No. 2
Senate Democrat and chaimman of
the Judiciary Committee. “There
are precedents as to what we can
and cannot do."

He added that independent
news reporting and the work of
the committee have given the pub-
lica “clear understanding of some
of the unethical conduct of several
justices.”

After a heated session last No-
wvember, the Judiciary Committee,
on a sharp party line vote, ap-
proved subpoenas for two conser-
wvative benefactors of the court to
try to compel testimony about
their travel with and influence on
the justices. But the committee
has not moved forward with them.

Democrats fear that the failure
toround up even a majority af sen-
ators to enforce subpoen as tar get-
ing the court or Justice Alito him-
sell — let alone the 60 votes
needed to overcome procedural
objections — would put Demao-
crats in an even weaker position
and undermine the Senate's over-
all subpoena power.

“The people who say ‘subpoena
him' aren't even reading the rules
af the Senate,” Mr. Durhin said
“You |\eed GO\oles period. Sixty
vote

Democrats also worry that es-
calating the conflict with the court
could lead Republicans to cease
all cooperation when it comes to
the Democratic drive to match or
better the Trump administration's
confirmation of 234 federal judges
in four s. They need to seat
about three dozen more 1o exceed
that threshold, and Republicans

NOTICES
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could put that goal in jeopardy if
they chose to retaliate.

Last week, Senator Mitch Mc-
Connell, the Kentucky Republican
ad minority leader, accused
Democrats of potentially unethi-
«cal conduct for lobbying the chief
justice to force Justice Alito to re-
cuse himself or face some kind of
sanction.

“This goes bevond the standard
sgraceful bullying my Dema-
tic colleagues hav
he said. "Recusal
act. These senators ar
chief justice privately to change
the course of pending litigation."

Despite the procedural obsta-
cles, progres: judicial activists
said the situation is dire enough
that Democrats need to consider
some norm-busting behavior to
force the Senate to confront the
ethicalissues at the court and hald
justices accountable
facing the biggest judi-
cial corruption crisis in our na-
tion's history, and the Senate judi-
ciary chair is acting like there's
nothing he can do about it)" said
Alex Aronson, executive director
of Court Accountability and a for-
mer Senate Democratic legal
counsel. “Durbin can subpoena
these justices, forcing tough floar
votes to enforce the subpoenas or
initiating criminal referrals of de-
fiant targets "

Demaocrats are a long way from
those actions, though Senator
Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New
York and the majority leader, said
he has been discussing with Mr.
Durhin and others “the best way
to move forward" One option
seems to be ng to force a floor
vote on a Supreme Court ethics
and recusal bill by Senator Shel-
don Whitehouse, Democrat of
Rhode Island, though that ap-
proach isunlikely to mollify critics
ar avercome Republican opposi-
tion.

Some Democrats say they un-

‘re not doing enough,” said
Senator Peter Welch, Democratof
Vermont and a member of the Ju-
diciary Committee. “The question
iznot dowe want to do more. The
question is can we do more when
we have united Republican oppo-
sition? That's the practical chal-
lenge."

Despite the ecriticism, Mr.
‘Whitehouse, who has for years
pressed the case that conserva-
tives on the court have been co-
opted, said Democrats are making
progress, building support for leg-
islation to overhaul the court, fo-
cusing public serutiny on it and
moving ahead with an inquiry in
the Finance Committes, which is
reviewing the tax implications of
gifts to justices.

“My approach has been slow,
and persistent,” Mr. White-
house said. “And we're gaining
quite alot of ground.”

Henoted that the upcoming rul-
ings pertainingto Jan. 6 and presi-
dential immumity for Mr. Trump
could potentially build even more
suppaort for the Democratic cause.

“That decision really brings a
conflict of interest to life) Mr.
Whitehouse said. “At the moment
mew hat thearetical. I'm 1y

What's the impact?"
“Well,' he said, “the impact
comes when you make adecision.
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Limits on Transgender Rights Stall in Some States

By AMY HARMON

slatures are ending
sions this spring with
only a handful of new restrictions
for transgender people on the
books, a departure from the previ-
ous two years when passing such
legislation became a major focus
in Republican-dominated state
capitols
In interviews, conservative
strategists and  transgender
rights advocates offered several
reasons for the sudden slow down.
In part, they said, Republican
state lawmakers had such a high
success rate for Dills limiting
transgender rights in the earlier
wears that they had covered a lot
of ground already. “We're running
out of states to pass things in)" said
Terry Schilling, pr ent of the
AmericanPrinciples Project, ana-

tional conservative advocacy
group.
The smaller number may re-

flect an election-year recognition
among Republican lawmakers
that voters may rank gender iden-

tity issues below the economy, in-

flation and jobs. Republican lead-
ers in the Georgia House of Repre-
this

sentatives told reporters
spring that they had chos
itchen table
cut and funding
for prekindergarten programs.,

Of 28 states where Republicans
omtrol the legislature, 24 now
prohibit or restrict medical pro-
fessionals fr providing hor-
mane therapies for gender transi-
tion tominors; 24 bar transgender
students from participating in
sparts that align with their gender
identity; and 12bar students from
using school bathrooms that do
not match their sex assigned at
hirth, according to the Movement
Advancement Praject, an
LG.B.TQ. adwocacy group that
tracks state-level legislation.
Most of those laws were passed
before this year's legislative ses-
sions.

In some Republican-led states
where such measures had not al-
ready passed, lawmakers pushed
for them in this year's sessions.
Bans on transition treatments for
minors were enacted this year in
Wyoming and South Carolina, and
Ohio lawmakers overrode Gov.
Mike DeWine's veto of a ban they
had passed late last year

In Idaho, lawmakers made it il-
legal for school districts torequire
that teachers use pranouns con-
sistent with a student's gender
Anew Tennessee law re-
quires schools to alert parents if
their child requests to go by a
name or pronoun different from
those entered on school forms.
And the governors of Louisiana
and Idaho signed legislation
specifying that the term “sex” in
state code refers to “an individu-
al's binlogical sex, either male or
female” and that “gender identity"
should not be considered a syn-
onym for it

Mi issippi, Utah and Louisi-
anajoined the listof states barring
transgender students from schoaol
bathrooms that match their gen-
der identity. The Utah measure
dlso bars ransgender adults from
using locker rooms that align with

their gender identity in county
parks and other government-
owned buildings.

“Public backlash from le leg-

what is best far Utah," S'1Id State
Representative Kera Birkeland, a

AL CONSTITUTION, V1A ASSOCLATEL
Transgender rights advocates as a Georgia bill to ban puberty-delaying drugs was voted onin March,

Republican and the bill's sponsor.

Opponents of the measuressaid

they were disturbed by those that

passed, but also relieved that the

number of |1ew laws was compar-
1

in 2020 and told me what 2024
looks like so far, I would have de-
scribed it as a travesty, said
Gillian Branstetter, a con nica-
tions strategist at the American
Civil Liberties Union, which
challenging the constitutionality
of several laws restricting trans-
gender rights in federal courts
across the country. “It's only been
a better year relative to some of
the most hostile years we've seen
for trans peaple in our countr
palitics.”

Still, in some Republican-domi-
nated statehouses, measures that
were similar to those that had
passed in other states stalled this
vear

In Georgia, the Legislature ad-
jnul ned without passing bills bar-
ringtransg ender vouth from play-
ing on sports teams and using
bathrooms that match their gen-
der identity, as well as one re-
stricting their access to medica-
tion to pause puberty.

In Kansas, Republicans failed to
garner a two-thirds majority
needed inthe Legislature to over-
turn  Democratic Gow Laura
Kelly's veto of a ban on medical
transition treatments for minors,
despite holding asupermajority in

bath chambers.

While lawmakers continue to
propose bills curbing L.G BTQ
rights in record numbers,
going to have had significantly
lower umbers passing this year"
said Cathryn Oakley, legal policy
director for the Human Righ
Campaign, an L.G.B.TQ. advoc:
oy group.

A few moderate Republicans
have pushed back on what they
described as government over-
reach. Representative Susan Con-
cannon, one of four Republicans
wha voted to sustain Governor
Kelly's veto of the medical transi-
tion-care ban in Kansas, told her
colleagues that for decisions
about how totreat gender dyspho-
ria in children, “government in-
valvement is not the answer!

John Dougall, a Republican
state auditor in Utah, who is re-
sponsible for enforcing the state's
new restrictions on locker rooms,
has posted satirical videos on so-
cial media that often featuring
himselflurking in a bathroom. Mr.
Dougall, who is running for the
U.S. House of Representatives,
said in an interview that the Leg-
islature ought to have had better
priorities than “turning my office
into a bathroom monitor.”

Some of the bills lost Republi-
can votes thissession for the same
reason many lawmakers who
once opposed to same-sex mar-
riage reversed themselves: a per-
sonal connection to those affected

A state senator in Arizona, Ken
Bennett, blocked passage of a
measure that would have given
woters the chance torollback pali-
cies allowing transgender stu-
dents to be called by pronouns and
use bathrooms that correspond
with their gender identity. He told
colleagues that he had family
members who would have
affected if they were still in school,
according to the Arizona Mirror.

In states where Democrats con-
trol the statehouse, at least two,
Maine and Maryland, this year en-
acted laws protecting people wha
receive or provide medical treat-
ments for gender transition care
from legal action by other states.
Now, 13 states led by Democrats
have such provisions, according
o the Movement Advancement
Project.

Still, in a presidential election
wear that has focused attention on
several battleground states, Mr.
Schilling, of the American Princi-
ples Project said he believed that
gender identity issues could mobi-
lize a crucial few percent of per-
suadable voters.

His organization will be spend-
ing $15 million on advertising re-
lated to the topic in coming
months in Georgia, North Car-
olina, Wisconsin and Arizona, he
said, because based on focus
groups and previous polling, “the
stuff actually moves people from
voting Democrat or being unde-
cided to the Republican column”
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From left: Grocery prices are down; President Biden added electric cars to the tariffs on goods from China; :\nd unemplo\'menl is low. Economists say some of Mr. Trump’s plans could increase costs

Trump’s Ideas to Drop Prices May Lift Them, Economists Say

From Page |

the director of economic palicy
studies at the right-leaning Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute,

The post-pandemic inflation
wave has subsided, but unhappi-
ness over the el led costof liv-
ing it left behind is dragging down
asses:
of Mr. Biden's performance

Inflation surged globall
pandemic receded, notj
United States.
mists helieve the Biden

s [oo big and, while it
have contributed to a faster
rv in growth than comp:
b\e countries have experienced, it
also added fuel to the domestic
version of the inflation problem.
In response to questions, the
Trump campaign's policy directar,
Vince Hal uted the notion
that Mr. Trump's second-term pal-
icy plans "mlld raise prices fur-
ther or even re-stoke inflation,
s'wmz [Im[ Mr. Trump would also
g production, cut
reduce federal

and

uons
nding.
he sad fact," Mr. Haley

dded,

“is that Joe Biden doesn't have a
phn toreduce inflation; he has 3
plan to continue his inflationa
palicies, laying
let:

waste to the wa
and pocketbooks of
ng Americans
1ing the size of Sni

hard
while

Roll Back Rules

Mz Trump has not released a de-
tailed economic plan, so it is im
possible to model the overall ef-
fects of what he might do

But to the extent that Mr.
Trump offers any specifics when
railing about inflation, his prima
pitch is to denounce Biden a
ministration  policies  aimed

d-
at

curbing climate change by ex-
panding renewable ener Mr.
Trump says he would instead pro-

mote more fossil fuel extraction to
make gasoline and electricity
cheaper

“We're going to get your energ
prices down so low, and that's go-
ing to knock the hell out of the in-
flation," he declared in typical re-
marks at a rally in lowain Decenr
ber.

Mr. Trump has also repeatedly
— claimed that the
has “ended il ex-
ploration and production. hile
Mr. Biden did expand limits on
new drilling in the Alaskan wilder-
ness, his administration issued
thou of new permits to drill
on other federal lands — outpac-
ing Mr. Tru recard. The

United States is producing oil and

natural gas at record highs.
Extracting even more oil from

dOI'L‘C‘*lI(‘ yowl would put some

o1
chair of the Council
Advisers during
presidency. But,

the Trump cam-
p1|2n= palicy director, said if Mr.
Trump returned to office,
would revive and expand his fi
termderegulatory efforts and roll
back new environmental rules i
pased by the Biden admin a-
tion. That, he argued, would also
push pr r~c> down.

Economists agree that wl
ever the ather benefits to socie
government rules ma
complying with regulatio
ally increases businesses' produc-
tion costs

And, Mr. Haley said, Mr. Trump
wouldbe “working with a Republi-
can Congress to rein in federal
spending”  Another M
Trump plans to cut hack on 5|
ing, he added, is through ir
poundment, the Nixon-era tactic
of a president refusing to spend
money Cong
progra

Economists also say that cut-
ting back on federal spending
would reduce overall demand for
goods and services, which could
help keep prices down.

But while Republicans often de-
cry spending and budget deficits
when Democrats are in charge,
they tend to behave differently
wihen they control the govern-
ment. Mr. Trump already worked
ident with a Republican
s in 2017 and 2018, and

pending and budget

Jeanna Smialek contributed re-
porting. Kitty Bennett contribu fed
research.

._ Roﬁ,ﬁ.ﬁf Bl

NEVER
SURRENDER

Arally in on the beach in Wildwood, N.J., last month. Donald J. Trump said he would promote more fossil fuel extraction to make gasoline amd electricity cheaper.
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ose both of those
M Trump's four ve.
office, the national debt grew b
around $8 trillion despite | 016
campaign promise to eliminate
the entire national debt within
eight years byrenegotiating trade
Lt and promoting economic
growth,

And it is far from clear that Mr.
Trump would succeed in his goal
of reviving impoundment Con-
gress outlawed that tactic in 1974,

Shortages of Goods

tion — a decrease in the pur-
ing power of mon
when too much

— in-

ing a little, and deflation is associ-
ated with economic calamity. But
during the Covid-19 pandemic and
its aftermath, prices rose much
[aster.

With people hunkering down at

home and huge numbers of work-

ers el nd cen-

tral ate the

devastation with both fiscal and

moneta imulus — including

by directly s ing more and by
hing interest rat

0 encour-

ge borrowing. Then,
became available, peaple star
spending the money they
traveling and going
out. The job market rapidly recov-
ered.

This surge in economic activity,
along with supply<hain disrup-
tions, led to shortages of goods.
Around the world, prices for avail-
able goods started to rise maore
‘.]m’klvin\ 202] as did energy

m
Tllell inearl
ed Ukraine,
food pllcos to -mgﬂ further. An

BELEN, NE

BIDEN!

The elevated cost of living has hurt assessments of the economy and of Mr. Biden's performance.

outbreak of avian flu ca
shortage of eggs, the price or
which soared.

In the United States, inflation
peaked in June 2022, at 9.1 percent
—a level not seen since the early
1980s. But the Federal R
lifted interest rat: pply
probler erefix mdlhﬂmﬂw-
tion rate fell. In April, prices were
percent higher than they were

a year earlier — still higher than
the Fed's ideal rate of price
growth, but closer to normal.
Inflation on groceries has
dropped  particular steeply
Prices at the super ket rose
only 11 percent bhetween April

2023 and April
growth for worke
priceincreases over the past

But the inflation surge left be-
hind higher prices — and linger-
ing discontent. And while inflation
plagued economies around the
world and many of its contribut-
ing factors were outside the con-

2024, And wage
has outpaced

tral of US. palicym leaders
also made choices

Congress passed emergency
spending bills in March 2020 and

December 2020 under Mr. Trump
and in March 2021 under
den. The Federal Reserve, under
Jerome Powell — who was ap-
pointed its chairman by Mr.
Trump and then was 1 n1ppcmlﬂd
r. Biden — bought up bonds
and kept interest rates low to
boost growth.

Many economists now think Mr.
Biden's $1.9 trillion s timulus bill in
March 2021 w

ing to recover, and that the Fed
kept interest rates low for too
long, Professor Mankiw said.
Kevin Wars former Fed gov-
ernar and ible chairman nom-
inee if Mr. Trump wins the elec-
tion, echoed Professor Mankiw's

BATER
iy w

Powell.

of the Fed undm \‘Jl
le also Mz
denand Tre

Secretary 'mcl

Yellen shared blame for the infla-

tion war

citing the adm
tion's regulatio
new government
employment.”

and
pending at mu

inistra-

But Jared Bernstein, the chair
af the Council of Economic Advis-
ersunder Mr. Biden, defended the

adm

pﬂllll"d todata

recovered faster
than in ather

States
econamies

“And part of t
to do with pre:
that they are cri

Still,

nalizing Mr.

prices.

elera

nistration’s performance.
showing that infla
ked all around the world
amid the pandemic suppl 10
before slmp. dec
economic growth and jobs

He

ing, but
have

in the United
advanced

about high
indicate that 1
v tovote in Nove:
Biden

for

Mass Deportations

<Irm n on

.ullegnl

any Americans remain
prices, and

IuEhm

igration.,

Where the government in recent
administrations has generally
hundred thousand

W
ed people per year, Mr.
g for a tenfold in-

de-

ate.
The deportation of millions of
people would reduce demand for

vices they cur-
and could bring

o |cnln| how ng

arket, whi h::mld increase Lhe

overall cost of living, said Mr.

|
|'W

AE NEW VYORE T

Strain, from the American Enter-
prise Institute,

There waould be an accelerating
shortage of workers for the low-
wage jobs that are often per-
formed by undocumented imn-
grants — from picking erops and
g jobs
washing dishes in restaurants and

cleaning houses and hotel rooms.
In many case ch workers
make less than minimum wage

with no hc-nehl:.
Employers would try to find re-
placement workers, but it would
not be easy. Because the job mar-
ketis strong — the unempl
rateisbelow 4 percent — there are
not large numbers of Americans
insearch of low-w jobs.
Basic economics say the result
‘wouldbe higher price: produc-
tion falls and labor costs go up.
For example, if farmers could not
find enough workers to pick all
their crops, there would be a
smaller supply of produce mm it
\muld get more expensive. And
s would be forced 1
er Wages to attract or T
tain workers — passing an some
oftheir 1||ghﬂ\ costs toconsumers
SLﬂphﬂn Miller, Mr
nigration DOHC\'
w York Times
s deportation
\u\lbe a labor-market disruption
celebrated by American workers,
who will now be offered higher
wages with better benefits to fill
these jobs."

High Tariffs

Mr. Trump, who as president in
posed targeted tariffs on cer
product
machines, is planning to greatly
expand such duties ifhereturns to
the White House. He has floated
imposing a 10 percent across-the-
board import tax for most prod-
ucts made abroad — the source of
any of the goods lining the
shelves of stores like Target and
Walmart, including electronics,
machinery thes and toys.

He plar articularly
high tariffs on products m. mur.w
tured in China, with which
started a trade war when pres
dent. There ipartisan support
for erecting some barti totrade
with China; Mr Biden kept Mr.
iffs in place and added
afew moreon targeted industries,
such as electric cars and semicorn-
ductors.

Mr. Trump typically denies that
import taxes raise prices. But R
Glenn Hubbard, a Columbia Uni-
ty  economi who also
chair of the Council of
Advisers under George
s. id multiple studi
mg different methodologie
confirmed that the tariffs Mr
Trump imposed were “completely
assed on to consum
hen the government

n-made  goo importing

s the prices at

in
ke steel and washing

W I1|clullo‘-"\|e\\ illing to sellthen

pmdu\e of rival g

ing them to raise their prices, too
Robert Lighthizer, Mr. Trump's

top trade policy adviser, told The

Times for an articl

Trump's tariff pla

ority sho |dIWI|}G\.Ldp(?I E,ood-
ring manuf

Deep Tax Cuts

A third major policy proposed by
Mr. Trump that could have impli-
cations for mrhnon and prices in-
volves tax

The ind |d|m\ and estate tax
from Mr. Trump's 2017 taxlaw
to expire after 2025 While
\1| Biden wants to extend the cuts

for lower- and middle-income peo-
ple, he wants to let them expire for
higher levels of income and for

large inheritances
Mr Trump w
law in its entiret

By contrast,
to extend the
He has also

vaguely indicated that he wants to
go further with some kind of addi-
tional tax cut.

hen Mr. Trump and congres-
enacted the
m:

al Republican:
20
resulting gap in re il
ing to the national debt. If they re-
peated that ve, extending the
EXpiring tax cu uld amount to
fiscal stimulus, with more spend-
ing money in the pockets of espe-
cially wealthier consun than
would otherwise be the case
More spending would
higher demand for goods
services, straining prices whe
compared with a world in which
the tax cuts expired as scheduled,
Professor Mankiw said.
said the potential infla
pects of Mr Trur
could be offset if the Fed-

uch a move would be
anathema to Mr Trus who
loved low interest rates as a real
estate mogul, openly demanded
them as president and has prom-
ised that his re-election would re-
store them,

How the Fed would operate ina
ond Trump term would depend
in part on whom he chose to re-
place Mr Powell, whose ter
ends in May 2026, It would
depend on whether the Fed re-
taimed its ind ependence in setting
monetary policy without interfer-
ence b \1| Trump.

Congress established the Fed-
eral Reserve as an independent
agency, run by a board whose
members cannotbe fired by presi

P

dents without cause. But the con-
has

servative legal movement

pushed a theory by which such
TANZEMENts are SEeN a8 UNConsti
tutional, d Mr Trump has
vowed to bring independent agen-

«cies under presidential control.
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Pence Stakes Claim as Keeper of Traditional Conservatism

By ADAM NAGOURNEY
Mike Pence cﬂulcl naot

have
audi-

applauded as he offered
rmation of h

rvative Jewish lead-
|chmn Manhattan.

He barely paused when his
questioner, Zvika Klein, the editor
in ..Iuc-[ of The Jerusalem Post,

Mr. Pence, an evangelical
, 1o lead the room in
I'.Jl' the Israeli hostages
Umllu ed by Hamas
\wul(l be my great honor:

T
Let us

; applause

In the seven maonths since he
dropped outofthe race for the Re-
publican presidential nomir
in the face of inr_v-.'\mbl-’ defl
the Tov

1 callcll
ire prir 5

n seeking out friend
s like this one as he e

rdian of the conserva-

tive traditions of a Republican
Party that hﬂ grew up with and
that hun bﬂ(-n redefined by

M Tum'.p
He has begun turning up on
hueh plamc television intervi

ar On APPEATaNC:
ments that pl omote en-

sues nuludmg mn
nt spending and As
role in the world.

Mr. Pence is the most promi-
nent Republican in the nation to
declare that he would not end orse
Mr. Trump, the man who chose
P(‘Ilc"\’\h{’ll he was governor
of Indiana and put him in the

N

White House. And he has made
clear that, atthe age of 63, heis not
foreclosing another bid for the
presidens
Therale I'w: stobea
ion for . main-
m conservative ap
defined the Republ

nce the days of Ronald

Reagan,” he said in an interview
befare his app ance at the con-
ference. "1 seesome evidence that

in and around our
arting fIOH‘ that — 1

to IJc an anchar 1o 'AmJ\\ .ml !
Tel for

all that, Mr. Pence is
ep with the n.m"

the vice pre 0 refused to
go along with Mr Trump to hold
onto power on Jan. 6, 2021

‘Judas Pence
walking mlh M.

\"l“ll ing to
group, Advi
dom. (He made 1,
text a few hours before a federal
judge DI lered him to report to
prison by July 1to start serving a
four-month prison term imposed
on him for disobeying a subpoena
the House committes
tigated the Jan. 6 att;
Capitol.)

With his low-key, Midw
presence, Mr. Pence stands in
sharp contrast with the Republi-

Rejected by Trump Loyalists, Former Vice President Clings to Corner of G.O.P.

Former Vice President Mike Pence said he »mnl( ndorse Donald J. Trump in November, Above left, Mr. Pence, |uzhl with Zvika
conferance of mostly conservative Jewish leaders

Klein, of The Jerus

of tod ay, personified by

and, for tha

s running for g
pmplo would often
e Pence's problem s that he'
|||m1||1£ m a Rﬂpubllcan Part
llml{lﬂ

d-:'llt.

rience. E.o\'_\'\\'hole I went on the
campaign trail, people, whether
they were supporting the former
president ar supporting someone

alem Fost, at =

bly would s

still a

olation are

abundant. Mr. Pence said he had
not spoken to Mr. Trump “for a
long time" Republicans it is
unlikely that he will be offered a
prominent speaking spot when
the party gathers for its conven-
tion this July in Milwauk A
YouGov/Economi pall  from
March found that 52 percent of Re-
publicans had an unfavorable
view of Mr. Pence, compared with
42 percent who | a favarable
view of the former vice president.
And despite the way he recalled
his reception on the presidential
trail, Mr. Pence never broke out of
the single digits in most of the
early polls, even with the advan-
tage of being a former vice presi-

dent. He was forced to drop out of
the race well before the Iowa cau-
ClLSes.

The notion uf a former
presidentnaot s
nlﬂm he -U\'OJ i

vice

Nileki H'!Ie\' the
o jons ambassa-
dor, and Ron DeSantis, the Florida
governor, whao both drew far

n presiden-
tial nomination, d they would
vote for Mr. Trump. Mr. Pence said

e rol Mr. Biden,
¥ who he might

he would nat
but would not s
support.

“I like Mike very much — 1
strongly reco nded him to
Trumpin 'l16," said Newt Gingrich,

n Manhattan. Above right, M. Pance, ca
paigning for president in lowa in August, never broke oul of the single digits in mast early polls for the Republican primary.

the former Republic:
the House. But he
Pence now finds hi
that sound:
to while appez
cy that is different from tw
ago. And unfortunatel
that tends tod h
ner. At his current tr:
gaing to shrink down into
Never Trump vote."

“There is no future in the Re-
n being the anti-

Party
r Gingrich said

s he has sought in these
to dISlIIlEIIInh hi

I
]n the Interview
nounced the case

eaker of
d: “Mike
elfin a party
different than it used
ling to acons munn-

the

Mr. Pence has walked afine line

r. Pence de-
against DMr

p that led to his convi

elony counts of

records to (.Q\"I
ney

up a

expect his [olon"
ctions will be overturned,
se should never have been
brought.”

But at the Jerusale
arely talked

|2uﬂd that it is Mr.
ged over
m.mnz

n the president running
on an agenda that's ‘lele\ ent than

Orthe

lationist voices in our part
national debt — he neve
tried to reform the entitle
thatrepresented 85 percent of our
federal spending.”

Mr. Pence been particula
i hns My Trump on
e Mr. Pence
tives are

s called
to the

position has
& admirers in i

earned him so
portant corners of the Republican
coalition.

the

eady rudder of
an

nenfelser, the pr
E. Anthony Pro- ].If“ Americ

.\IlEt’ Hehas
personwhowas test-

lh s el
",omal have n \\nll ’Jf lu|)|}<m lmm
abartion opponents should he de-
cide to return to palitics i
Trump world.

“On the other side of this comy
ing presidential T
have to be a gut chec
And he would be an impaortant
ssential part of that gut

vice |
f as “a keeper of
the flame during a pretty tumul-
tuous time on the right.”

said that the former
dent saw hir

presi-

3

“Ever

ving the game

r. Chapman said.

to pretend. Evel
€1 eare. We are liber-
thatnoother group is

and inter-
, presenting

]II

House again — hi
"ﬂn‘ah\e'u\.

next chapter
at least through No-

Pon'ﬂ Is going up ags
<t\>n\\"m\memem I1°RcL

||1 the Tmn‘ pwor] IJ far

didate like Mr. Pence.
s finished! Mr. Bannon
said. “But like all career poli-

ticians he is addicted tobeing rele-
vant."

Abrupt Closure of Philadelphia Arts School Spurs Reviews

By ZACHARY SMALL
attorney
flice and state lawm
id Friday that they were re-
viewing the abrupt closure of the
Uni ty of the Arts in Philadel-
phia, which blindsided students
‘m\l faculty members.
e are very concerned by the
sudden closure of the University
ofthe Arts) said Brett Hambright,

It remains unclear
how dire the college’s
financial problems
are, officials say.

for Michelle A.
general of
e reviewing
closure

a spokes
Henr

the attorne

and any

Other stati
ing for additional in
mlo lh" um\mw
h
investigative power s
in the state lative commitices
toir .M

upm the fragility of the m[
structure in Philadelphia,
whichis extraordinary given how
little support it gets!

The Universi
nearly sli
a cultural hub for the state,

150+

W,
where many local painters, musi-
cians, composers and actors

found work training future artists
and arts leaders. The announce-
ment on May 31 that the univer-

was closing left the future un-
ertain for more than 1,100 stu-

tion on Thursday to hald hearings
about the closure
“The answer that this came all
f the sudden is not acceptable,
Mark Squilla, the council member
who introduced the re

said in 7|1|\1L<‘|"\"\\

or the univer-
chairman of its
I.led Judson Aaron, did not i
mediately respondto arequest for

have filed action lawsuits
agair v because of
the closure, which was first re-

The Philadelphia In-

support from aff
m\d Faculty. He said th:

cently helped the univer
fdl state grants and that hc Imd
been invalved in contract negotia-
tions.

ng to help
avman said. “At no
\[ ﬂl(l there was any fi-

nancial problems are. According
to at least one report, university
trust said they were fac-
ing ancial crisis that required
up to $40 million to re:

Wl Iml wrill \mpp«n to the universi-
campus in the heart of down-
town Philade phn w |||\|| includes
nine

Friday was the official cla sing

one week after the shutdown

as announced. Several i tu-

tions have offered to help

stranded <ll|‘1"lll including

Paoint Park Uni and Temple
Univer:

There are also concerns about
Corrections
METROPOLITAN
An L-.ni-:\elhi

end about a

lhal ity progra
ented mu icians to pﬂlfm min the
N

MAGAZINE

The Ethicist column on Page 14
s weekend mi 5 pe

of medical distress that HllEllt fal-

low from. r_r_l.; abnorma An

sues, not card

An article on Page 22 th
end about Benjamin B.

Contact the Newsroom

many academic degree
tifies one of the de
earned at Columbia le\" sity. It
is amaster's degree in real ]
development, not in architecture

Anarticle on Page 38 this
end about Ihram X. Kendi
Center for Antiracist Rese:
ow the centel
Zin "Dl]comp'n d v

previou It pprox
mately one-hundredh of the
amount raised in 2020, not a
1 incorrectly

“Stamped From the Beginning”
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Find Qut

\cHC

W

APPRAISAL EVENT

What Your Treasures Are Warth

s Experts Will E
Praparty, Provide Ve
 Gualified C

Historical &

bles and

ate Yaur

| Evaluations

izes in 50+ Cof

Pop

Luxery llems

June 19 - 20
10 AM -7 PM

MNew York, NY 10022
212,486 3500




18 N

In His Final Years,

From Page |

member, Leroy Wordlaw, 72, are-
ine master sergeant.
aman who came to us the

Simpson had spent his
prime years in a rich, white world
far from his roots in the
San Francisco housing projects.
At the height of his fame, he lived
in a Tudor-style estate in Brent-
wiood, an affluent Los Angeles en-
clave, and owned an oceanfront
home on the sands of Laguna
Beach.

During that time, he was
revered for his successon the foat-
ballfield and in Hollywood. But he
wvias alsa criticized by some Black
Americans for sequestering him-
sell from them.

Decades later, his reputation
tarnished, |mnu\{lbe galf, a 5| sport
steeped in whiteness and privi-
lege, that tethered him to a group
of Black friends in Las Vegas. He
often described his plans with In
“hanging with the

aid, 'This is just what I
needed, this elub," " his friend, Tri-
main Dunn, 58, 1 led. “People
who he oquJ relate to, no judg-
ment'

It was this social circle that be-
came an unlikely pillar in the coda
to Mr. Simpson's strange trajec-
tory until his death in April at 6.

‘That Quiet Murmur®

When Mr. Simpson was acquitted
of rder in 1995, a jority of
ricans believed the killer had
just been set free. His trial had
marched out horrific details: his
history of spousal abuse and the
way the victims— his former wife,
Nicole Brown Simpson, and e
friend, Ronald L. Goldman — had
been so vicious bhed.

His talent and management
agency quickly distanced itself
from him. Asigndeclaring “"Home
of the Brentwood butcher” was
posted not far from his house.
Neighbors made it clear that he
WAS PErSONA Non grata

“Where do they want me to go?
To Africa? Is that what some of
those people would want? Go
wihere?" Mr. Simpson said in an
interview with Black Entertain-
ment Television in 1996,

He became even more of a pa-
righ when, in 2007, he and a group
of men broke into a Las Ve 10~
tel room in search of what he said
were his personal mementos. He
was convicted of armed robbhery
and kidnap ping andsent to arur al
prison in Nevada.

When granted parole in 2017,
Mr. Simpson returned to a city
that seemed uninterested in con-
demnation.

He lived for a few maonths in a
five-hedroom house awned by his
friend James Bamett, a tech en-
trepreneur. Although he appeared
on the S[up occasionally, Mr.
Simpson preferred to stick to
downtawn Summerlin, a planned
community full of \\eu]lh‘,-' retir-
ees about 14 miles west in the Las

Vegas Valley:

He became a fixture at Jing, a
steak and seafood restaurant
lined in neon, vel
Street, a cale

would drop by Vintner Grill
upscale bistro, tolisten to live jazz
and go to Minor League Baseball
games.
Living off Social Security and
ms from the N.FL. and the
< guild, he eventually moved
into a gated community and
shared a home with his oldest
daughter, Amnelle, while his son
Justin h\ed up lh(- streel
doted on grandchildren, ph"m
fantasy football, had girlfriends
and maved around easily in pub-

ay, his prison time
had helped soften perspectives.
Some saw his Nevada sentence as
a proxy for the punishment he
avoided in the murder trial. Oth-
offered ﬂDOJOE\é‘ believing
that the nin rs he ed for
the crime in ]_:\ Vegas was too
harsh. Requests for autographs
and selfies were constant.

Mr. Simpson enjoying any sort
of adulation was a startling notion
to those who closely followed his
saga and were convinced he wasa

brutal killer. But for the younger
generation, Mr. Si n was no-
torious in name only — a relic

from their parents’ time.

‘Tt would be kind of rude of me
to treat him a different way for
something that happened that 1
wasnt even around for" said
Christian Cax, 22, a valet who
noted that Mr. Simpson left gener-
ous tips

On rare occasion, someone
would call out, “Murderer!" Oth-
ers were polite, but not always
warm. Caustic comments were
made out of earshat.

“It was just kind of that quiet

murmur on the side” explained
Alyssa Ivanof[, 28, aserver at Jing
who waited on Mr. Simpson.

But when admirers approached
him — and they oftendid — heen-
gaged them with charm. It did not
matter whether that person was a
fan, bewitched by celebrity or
lonking for a brush with ir

Hereveled inthe attention, said
Malcolm LaVergne, a Las Vegas
attorney who represented Mr.
Simpson at his parole hearing and
isnow the executor of his will

“The biggest punishment you
could have ever given 0.1, that
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Simpson Found ‘No Judgment’ Golfing in Las Vegas

YR T

After being released from prison, 0.J. Simpson lived in Las Vegas for seven years and was a man about town with a Bentley convertible wl ho ap peared at lavish parties,

Mr. Simpson, with the San Francisco49ers in 1978, was revered for his successonthe lo‘olball field.

POCL PHOTO &
Mr. Simpson, whodled in
April, returned to Las Vegas
alter serving nine years of a
-year sentence for armed
robbery and kidnapping.

the whole world could
0.1 Mr. LaVer gne sa

ave given
tojust
F person

d,
pretend he was a regula

‘He Made the Club Shine’

Mr. Simpson found his way to In
the Cup infall 2018, He was invited
by a member he had encountered
at acigar bar After a few nudges,
Mr. Simpson finally showed up to
Then he kept coming back.

Members were star uck in
thebeginning. They had grown up
idolizing him as an athlete, and
now he was here talking trash,
laughing, trying to distract them
as they eed off

“Atfirstit was like everybody in
this club w abzolutely en-
amared with him, like, ‘I ean't be-
lieve 0.1's playing gof with us,'"

said Mr. Dmm who retired from

the U.S. I and warks part-
time in security at Allegiant Sta-
dium.

When things relaxed, they
never let Mr. Simpson forget that
on his first day he shot over 100, a
miserabl re

“We started calling him Kool-
Aid, because, hey, you ain't Juice
until you break 90" Mr. Dunn said,
referring to Mr. Simpson's football
nickname

The club had formed with a
handful of golfers in 2013 as a way
to be officially recognized by the
United States Golf Association
and to play more competiti Y,

Still, a crowd of Black men on a
fairway tended to attract scrutiny.
Goll course marshals hounded
them to hurry along and to quiet
their wvoices. Onoe, a member
seeking shade under a tree was
accused of urinating. The group
learned quickly which courses did
not deserve their money.

Paying 5125 a year in dues, they
hopped between venues and espe-
cially enjoyed Chimera Golf Club
in nearby Henderson, which of-
fered a view of the mountains and
the Strip. They liked to play for a
small pot of cash thatthey divvied
up in the clubhouse afterward.
Sometimes there were theny
such as jersey day or kmickersday

The L|llb hosted semiannual
tournaments, raised money for
nonprofits and held Christmas
parties, where mbers brought
a potluck dis] il a Secret Santa
gift. Mr. Simpson was an eager
participant in all of it, wearing his
Buffalo Bills jersey when re-
quested, even winning a couple
tournaments and getting his

name engraved on a trophy
Members took glee in ribbing
him about his football career. “We
would say "Who was the best run-
ning back that played for the
Bills?' Somebody else would an-
swer, ‘Thurman Thomas!™" said
Isadore Breaux, 71 “Of course he
would laugh or act like he was
throwing something at you."
Autograph and photo seckers
managed to track down Mr. Simp-
son every time, ca
the rwm

talle B
|)ﬂ]L”I dealer. “He made the club
shine a little — his presence, his
personality”

Overlooking His Past

Mr. Simpson had once experi-
enced galf through the prism of
lwxury and elitism.

In 1992, he became the first
EBlack member of the exclusive Ar-
cola Country Club in Paramus,
N.J. His membership spon-
sored by Frank Olson, a top execu-
tive of Hertz, the car rental com-
pany that featured him in con-
mercials.

At the time, he was also a menr
ber of Riviera Country Club, a fa-
varite of Hollywood Adisters in
Los Angelesthat comes with asix-
figure initiation fee. And he was a
frequent celebrity guest at pro-
ams and charity tournaments
around the country.

Gaolf would be an

unusual

Mr. Simpson's former wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her

onald L. Goldman, were stabbed todeathin 1994,

friend,

Mr. Simpson played in toumaments with agolf crew, In the Cup.

thread throughout Mr. Simpson's
life, coming up numerous times in
his murder case. Hehad played at
Riviera with friends the morning
of June 12, 1994, The killings toak
place that night when Mr. Simp-
son said he was at home chipping
golf balls. He was scheduled to
area the fol-
lowing day with corporate clients
of Hertz,
The murder
fixedthe worl

trial soon trans-

Los Angeles police officers who
beat Rodney King, a Black motar-
ist, were acquitted. The jury deci-
sion in Mr. Simpson's [avor was
SeEN as a rare moment of justice
for many Black Americans in an
unfair nation.

Afterward, however, Mt Simp-
son's pastime became, inthe eves
of o1
ful. He had as
Arcola, and Riviera

members
bristled at the idea of him return-
ing, so he was resigned to the

maore affordable public courses
Detractors were quick to ask how
hewas searching for the realkiller
as [}\UII"JsOd while on the back

nine. “People who murder belong
on death row, not a golf course”
Mr. Goldm father, Fred, told

People magazine in 19
More than two decades later,
Mr. Simpson would find himsell
ensconced in a golf group where
heneeded nosponsor, no clout, no
explanation.
For members of In the Cup, it

EAVID SANSON 35

ue whether Mr.
He wasfound not

was not an i
Simpson “didit.”

guilty. He had also ultimately
served time in prison. That was
enough,

got a past,” said
rap artist who
] don't

looked at "ummd |1EI<.‘ And it's
never been i e with me or
anybody else Mr. Elam himself
\ 3\)IC"= ccused of murder
intwaodifferent
Both fell apart
ould not get

L'\s Vegas ca
when prosecuto
witnesses to testify, accarding to
The Las Vegas Review-Journal,
and the charges were dismissed.

Mr. Sm‘pmn last played with In
the Cup in Januar
visited a few weeks before his
death. Prostate cancer had stolen
his strength, and he walked witha
cane, but he was spirited

There was a sense that he
would push through. Now they
keep black armbands in his honar.

bound to

lose much of its verve.

Undeserved Comfort?

This image of Mr. Simpson — ven-
erated a icon, accepted with-
mourned with deep
respect — can be difficult for some
to take in. Did he deserve to live
his last chapter so freely, laughing
on the putting green and over
mml 5 \HIJl friends? Many would

: B\m‘ n Simpson's sisters

declined tobe intervievwed for this
article, while Fred Goldman did
not respond to requests for com-
ment. Mr. Simpson avoided pay-
ing the family members most of
the wrongful death judgment or-
dered by a civil court after a jury
found him ponsible for the

n's world remains
pand ered and written about even
after his death, with reports this
past week that the EB.L released
documents related to his trial. But
there are plenty who feel that the
spotlight he loved should shine
elsewhere.

A Lifetime documentary series
recently aired focusing on Ms.
Brown Simpson and featuring her
friends and family.

Inthe firstepisode, her younger

|sle| Don'nuquc Brown, s:

1 lD rekindle the flame of
Nicole."



THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

The School of
The New York Times

Two-week Teen Programs
June-August 2024

Summer Academy gives students the opportunity to pursue
their passions and learn from New York Times journalists
and cther thought leaders who bring real-world expertise

into the classroom and beyond. Offered in New York in June,

July and August, courses are designed to help students
develop their intellectual curiosity and think critically about
the warld. We believe that diversity is integral to education
and encourage students from all backgrounds to apply.
Financial aid and scholarships are available

Applications Now Open
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Cindy Elgan, the elerk overseeing elections in Esmeralda County, Nevada, at top on the opposing page, has served without controversy for two decades as an elected Republican. After the

Z0Z0 presi-

dential elettmn other local Republicans began accusing Elgan of skimming voles away from Donald Trump Mary Jane Zakas led an effort Lo recall Elgan and two other county officials before the 2024
vote, putting together and distributing pamphlets for her cause, above left and below, and traveling more than 10,000 miles across vast swaths of the sparsely populated region to promote the recall.

Goldfield and stopped to visit a voter
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MARY JANE ZAKAS, who led the recall
effort against Elgan
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tion process for her recall petition.
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A County Clerk’s Lonely Stand
Vs. Die-Hard Election Deniers

Elgan explaining the process for the recall petition verification to those gathered in the courtroom, top, and taking a
moment to be with her husband, above nght. Zakas, below, came to the courthouse for the venfication. About half of
Nevadass election officials have quit or resigned since 2020, and several have been replaced by vocal election deniers.

From Preceding Page
ONTHE MORNIN Gof the recall verifica-
alas came to the courthouse with
5 \‘JOHeI‘CI'l'NIﬂHIl"IO-
They sat inthe gal-

ca 1I Repubhcml P‘1|
ley

Z; Let the rip-
ples <l|clch f.u .m(l wide.!
Arepresentative from the secretary
ffice and the clerk from neig
ol ma Nye County arrived to help run
the process, and Elgan carried the recall
petitions to a table at the front of the
courtroom.

of

W e basic groundrules
first," said Cori Freidhof, the Nye County

inst Elgan required at
4 signatures to force arecall elec-
tion, because that number represented a
quarter of Esmeralda County residents
who voted in 2022 The petition had been
submitted with 142 names, but each per-
information needed to be verified
the signature and address that
I1;|1 o file.

tures, and OlIIC\'L“I(‘]l\:[ 1o Wit
gan told Zakas and Moller. “You're not
here to debate or interject. There's an of-
that needs to be followed,

Il T get to know which signa-

tures you are acce

VU are tssing off
v El

I get my basic right to know what is hap-
pening with the recall?
‘You are just here to witn

s," Elgan

The: l'utod checking the petitions,
first for the district attor nd then for
the auditor. When they started warking
petition, she voluntesred to
v from the le and sit in the
galley. “Seeing all those names again, [

think I'Iljus

Eob'\cl. there and pray,” she
said. She walked Zakas and Moller,
sat in the far (ﬂm“ of the courtroom
withher husband and pulledupPsalm 86
on her ccllphono "Dh Gnd the proud

llllunane by one.
nber 13, the address doesn't
Freidhof sai Ve need to ver-

MNumber 18, no,”
wverily the signature,

They paused at one point far a bath-
room break, and Freidhof instructed ev-
eryone to clear the room except for one
administrator from the clerk's office who
would guard the \y'mwan “Something
fishy is happening," 2'|Im I
walked into the hallw
could be tampering with signaturs E
now and we'd never know." She turned
back into the courtroom to watch, which
made the employee feel uncomfortable.

“I'd like to remind everyone that it
now considered a felony in Nevada to in-
timidate election workers," Freidhof said
a few minutes later as pf'uple filtered
back into the room, and then she re-
turned her attention to the signatures.

esaid. "We need to

“This job is hard enough
without everyone throwing
us under the bus!

AMYBURGAMS, the clerk in Douglas
County.

“Number 28, we need to verify the ad-
dre

“Number 32, signature."

, address.”

s wrote notes in case she neede
vidence for a futur nd mhb('d
essential oils on her w stay calm.
Maybe the addresses were wrong be-
cause people had gotten confused and
written down their RO, boxe
their physical street address
thought. Mayl i
didn't match because people’
ing deteriorated with age, or because
learned how to
Ames in cursive.
I\u’"\\r they weren't going to make
w.lu\peled to Moller. “God
|1‘ng11 have a different plan. You don't
have to knock the bull off its feet all wl
ance. Hemight want thisto go all the w
up through appeals to the first district
court”

By the time Freidhof hni
ing the petition, shy ibout
67ofthel42s res Dnopeunon.an-
tained a polcnlm\ fact error on the affida-
vit, and anotary hadsigned on the wrong
Ime:Jflh-' form clear the recall pe-
tition would be ruled insufficient

“That concludes our process," Freid-
id

ed examin-

‘ell, not quite" Zakas said

rted through the paper
lap, looking up laws and state
and then writing down the nu
obscure legal codes. There were still s
months left until the next presidential
election was held in Esmeralda County,
and already she was thinking of new
ismantle a process she didn't

“1know my rights" she said
“There are DIO"“dlII in place you
cans tillpursue " Elgan said. “If you don't
vhat" h'\ppcmna vouhave theright

“I'm aware," Zakas said. "And [ will."

Death Roiv Prisoiier Lived
To Tell of Failed Execution

By NICHOLAS BOGEL-BURROUGHS
Thomas Creech had been im-
prisoned in Idaho for nearly 50
vears, convicted of five murders
in three states
several more,
wheeled into
ber in February
For nearly an hour, medical
workers at the Idaho Maximum
Security Institution outside Boise
1t an intraveno
needed to pump a
deadly drug into his bloodstream
Starting with his arms, then his
v his legs, they
i failed to get aneedle into
suitable vein. The proceedings
were called off.
“Thewarston
got down to my
Creech said in hi

s when they
ankles," Mr.
first interview

since m~ bungled pl{)("{llll“

Mr [\t“‘"ll, 73, is the mast re-
vivor of a botched execu-
tion, part of a troubling trend at
U.S. prisons as they face a chal-
lenging combination of unirained
executioners, difficulty securing
lethal drugs and an aging death
row population.

Inthe interview, Mr. Creech de-
scribed what it was like to endure
the repeated needle jabs, knowing
that any of them — if successful —
could mean he would be dead
within minutes. He described fear,
pain, and hiscommitment tokeep-
ing his focus onhis wife, who was
sitting a few feet away in the wit-
ness room, hehind a glass panel.

Inthe last five years, there have
been at least nine botched exeeu-
tions in five states, most of them
invalving execution team m
bers failing to access a vein,
cording to the Death Penalty In-
rommnon Center. In at least one
llt\ﬂll{‘l'i were finally

t

and complete lho execution only

b"'umng into his arm. In others,

the executions were abandoned
E.\|3e|[~ Im\'m said execution

\.‘(I.O[(’kp“ll(‘ll{"‘{]l factors like a
weight, health and

Many states Im\ewl‘ohnd '1|fh—
cquiring lethal drugs nec
for executions. As plOb—

ar ".\n eatlier th
trogen gas — a first
States — though that, too, led to
claims that the prisoner suffered.

Mr. Creech, whois considered a
serial killer and is one ofthe long-

the countr offered conflict-
ing accounts about his cri
over the years. At one point, h

T
testified that he had Killed as

as partof a S
al. Later, he took ha
those supposed admissions and
said he had hcen pul up [o the

view with The Tm.es,he has 5‘||(I
that he believed he had killed sev-
en people. He claimed that he was
in the throes of drug abuse at the
tinee and that his victims had all
beeninvolved in peofl
r’muel wile, who later mcd by sui-

Dn the books, though, he has
beenconvictedof five murders, in-
cluding the fatal bewlme of afel-
low prisoner, David Jensen, in
1981, for which he wa sentenced
to death.

At a meeting of the Idaho Com-
ion on Pardons and Parole
Mr. Jensen's relatives
said his de th had keft a painful
void in their lives, and they urged
the commission to keep Mr.
Creech's death sentence intact,
which it did.

Mr. Creech has now spent dec-
ades on death row, where he met
his current wife, LeAnn Creech,
the mother of a prison guard. Mr
Creech said he started writing to
her after the guard encouraged
and the couple married in

9498,

He said it was his wife's face
that he tried to focus on as he lay
on the execution table. A few
weeks earlier, he and his law
said, the prison warden had
himinto the execution chamber to
show him what would happen,
pointing out where his wife and
stepson would be sitting. Mr.
Creech said he understood that
the warden was trying to help

b d found the tour
to be “terrorizing" and was unable
to think of anything else in the
days that followed

On the night before the execu-
tion, he ate alast meal of chicken,
nashed potatoes and gravy from

the pi
his lawyers, wife and stepson to
sa

on kitchen, and met with

goodbye.

The next moming, he prayed
with a spiritual adviser and then
was strapped to a board inside hi
cellin thedeath row unit knownas
F Block. The board was placed on
acart, which was then ralled into
the execution chamber. Part ofhis

ody was covered with a sheet
Mr. Creech recalls looking over

Then he remembersthe execution
team starting with his right arm
and failing to find a usable vein

They moved on to his right han.
his left hand and then his ankle:
Th(- Leam spent 'lbeml lU in—

Ve, [IOIl‘ tho-\m v bezummg
ry to be very candid and upfront
ta de IS

nity, )lofeﬂmlmh«ll and meﬂct

And part of that was training and

practicing for the chance that they

were unable to establish IV ac-
o

Mr. Creech and his lawyers do
nat know who was on the three-
member team that w rying to
insert needles, and prison officials
routinely ref toidentify execu-
tioners. One of Mr. Creech's law-
vers, Deborah Czuba, said the
teamwas made up of three men in
blue serubs who all wore white
like hoods' and goggles
that obscured their faces. She said
that the team leader announced
each step, but did not speak fur-
ther. Medical ethics guidelines tell
doctors nat to participate in exe-
cutions, but some still do.

Ms. Czuba said she believed
that the procedure had a devastat-
ing mental health effect onev
one who saw it, including the exe-
cution team members. And for Mr.
Creech, she said, that trauma will
be particul.

get beyond)” she said, “1 thin
that scarring, mental-health-wise
]t;u;t really d

in'a way they can't come back

Thomas Creech is 73

from.

The needle jabs stung a

eech said, but his wif
expression was  what
wed in his mind. “That look on
her face tare heart out" he
said.

When the execution was called
off just before 11 a.m., Mr. Creech
said, he had trouble believing that
ved. In fact, he

I stop and l
wself and think,
really dead 31 was supposed
to be dead onthe 28th of Febru
dead, and this
ollhe afterlife? Continued punish-
mentfor my sins that I've com
I

ed?

ares

He said he has had night
I

the execution table instead of him.
Inanather, heis brought to the ex-

ecution chamber and strapped
down for a second attempt
The latter scemario may
come a reality, though prison offi-
cials have not et said whether
plan to seek another death
Tant to execute him
Mr. Creechs lawvers have
ed a judge to nullify his death
ntence, arguing that it would be
unconstitutional to execute him
after already subjecting him to
one botched attempt, asserting
so would be both “eruel
and constitute dou-

and unt
ble jeopardy.

The prisoner who was executed
with nitrogen gas in Alabama,
Kenneth  Smi survived  a
batched lethal injection before the
state tried again with the novel
method.

For now, Mr. Creech remains in
his cell, waiting to hear whether
he will be taken back tothe execu-
tion chamber next door for an-
other attempt, and wondering
whether he would prefer a firing
squad. Idaho approved use of that
execution method last year, join-
ing several other states including
Sauth Carolina and Oklahom
But nostate has usedi
carried out an execution
squad in 2010,

“I've thought before that if they
had that, I would probably choose
the firing squad,” he said. “Be-
cause unless they're really bad
p - "

In a recent court filin
Creech said he often int
and stares at the prison block next
door — the one with the execution

chamber — and loses track of
time.
One day, 1 lost 45 minutes that

he said — almost as long as
|l" had spent in the chamber on
the day he w pposed to die




By HAMED ALEAZIZ
and MIRIAM JORDAN

A new border crackdown un-
veiled by the Biden administra-
tion this past week is likely to dis-
proportionately affect families,
whose soaring numbers in the last
decade have drastically changed
the profileof the population cross-
ing the southemn border.

Family units represent a sub-
stantial share of border crossers,
acoountin g for about 40 percentof
allmigrants who have entered the
United States this year. Families
generally have been released into
the country quickly because of le-
gal constraints that prevent chil-
dren from being detained for ex-
tended periods.

They then join the millions of
undocumented people who stay in
the United States indefinitely, un-
der the radar of the U.S. authori-
ties, as they wait for court dates
wears in the future.

But according to a memo issued
by the Homeland Security De-
partment and obtained by The
New York Times, families will be
reiumed fo their home countries
within days under President Bi-
den's new border policy, which
temporarily closed the U.S-Mex-
icoborder to mostasylum seekers
asof 12:01 am. Wednesday.

Theimplications of the new pal-
icy are enarmous for families, who
are some of the mast vulnerable

groups making the journey to the
United States. Advocates warn it
could have dangerous repercus-
sions, makin g parents more likely
to separate from their children or
send them alone to the border, be-
cause unaccompanied minors are
exempt from the new policy
The wvast majority of families
seeking asylum are from Central
America and Mexico, which
places them in a category de-
scribed in the memao as “easily re-
movable” akin to single adults
from those regions. The memo
lays out how the authorities are to
carry out the new palicy.
ing organizations had
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Biden’s Crackdown at the Border Could Have Outsize Effects on Families

search Program at the University
of California San Diego,

But with the number of people
crossing the border at record lev-
els, the new policy was an attempt
to cut down on illegal immigration
and ameliorate one of Mr. Biden's
biggest vulnerabilities in his cam-
paign against former President
Donald 1. Trump. Mr. Biden is un-
der pressure, even from within his
own party, to do something about
immigration.

In a significant change that
mimics a Trump-era practice,
some families who argue that they
should be an exception to the new
asylum restrictions will have aso-

long used the likelihood that mi-
grants would be released afteren-
tering the country unlaw fully as a
selling point. But the new policy
makes no distinction between
how families and single adults
‘who enter the country illegally are
handled, erasing the perceived
advantage of arriving as a famihy

Instead, families would be pri-
oritized for expedited removal, a
Biden administration official said,
asking for anonymity to discuss
the executive action.

“This seems to bea remarkably
cvnical strategy to run up the
numbers of deportees by target-
ing the most vulnerable segment
of the migration flow," said Wayne
Carnelius, director emeritusof the
Mexican Migration Field Re-

called credible-fear interview dur-
ing detention at the border, which
is difficult to pass while in custody
and without a lawyer,

“Itishorrifying to hear that the
Biden administration is quietly
rolling out one of the absolutely
worst Trump border pilot pro-
grams — subjecting families to
rapid credible-fear interviews
while detained in Border Patral
custody,” said Tavlor Levy, an im-
migration lawyer

Theremoval of families is made
easier by the fact that most are
from Guatemala, Honduras and
other countries in the Western
Hemisphere. Those countries are
relatively close to the United
States and already accept repatri-
ations, unlike many countries in

Africa and Asia, which are far
away and whose governments are
less likely to accept deportees.

Mr. Biden's order, which went
intoeffect on Wednesday, empow-
ers barder agents to tum back —
or swiftly deport —migrants who
come into the country illegally,
with few exceptions.

The border will reopen only
when the number of unauthorized

40 percent of migrants
entering the U.S. are
parents with children.

crossings drops under 1,500 for
sevendays in arow and stays that
way for two weeks. The numbers
have not been thatlow in vears; in
December, there were about
10,000 illegal crossings daily.
More recently, the figures have
hovered around 3000 crossings

per day.

For decades, single adult men
intent on working in the United
States accounted for the over-
whelming majority of migrants
who arrived in the country. They
left their wives and children be-
hind and sent money home.

Around 2013, whole families be-

gan migrating in sizable numbers
from Central America, driven in
large part by a surge in gang-re-
lated violence. The Obama admin-
istration struggled with the influx
anddeemed it an emergency.

The tide continued to swell and
has not let up in over a decade.

“Whaole-family migration be-
came increasingly important asa
strategy for protecting children
from cartel and gang-related vio-
lence," Mr. Cornelius said.

‘With no immigration detention
sites equipped for women with
children and limits on how long
children could be confined, the
families were quickly released by
the U.5. Border Patrol with an ar-
der toappear incourt for deporta-
tion hearings. The families then
traveled to join relatives living in
the United States.

Most single adults continued to
be detained for days, or longer —
and, often, to be processed for im-
mediate departation.

Migrants traveling as families
sent word back home that they
had been allowed to remain at
least temporarily in the United
States, spurring others to make
the trek north.

Smugglers stoked rumors of
special treatment for families to
generate more business, as par-
ents with children were less likely
to attempt the perilous journey
without a guide.
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Soon adult men seeking to work
inthe United States also began to
cross the border with children,
who they knew would enable
them to stay in the country.

Families with children rapidly
became a significant, fast-grow-
ing share af the migrant popula-
tion. At the same time, apprehen-
sions of single adults, as ashareof
the total, plummeted. Some vears,
their sheer numbers were
dwarfed by those of people com-
ing in families.

Between 2018 and 2019, for in-
stance, the number of migrants in
[family units who crossed the bor-
der illegally jumped to 432838
from 77794, an increase of 436
percent. The number of appre-
hended migrants who were single
adults climbed by 30 percent, to
208,375 from 198 492,

Last year, 621,511 family units
were apprehended after crossing
the southem border

In recent years, Mexican fam-
ilies displaced by cartels that con-
trol swaths of territory have been
crossing the border in ever-great-
er numbers to seek safety in the
United States. In the first eight
months of the 2024 fiscal vear,
which started Oct. 1, the Border
Patrol  apprehended  nearly
150,000 Mexican migrant families
entering the United States ille-
gally, compared with 87014 in
2023 and 17,040in 2020,
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TONIGHT
Low 62. It will

age,
TOMORROW ..

average.
TUESDAY .......

will be 10 to 20 miles per hour. Tem-
peratures will be near average

Parthy cloudy
be dryinto the evening,

with a partly cloudy sky. The breeze will
drop off ovemight with windsat 4 to 8
m.p.h. Temperatures will be near aver-

..Partly sunny

h 76. It will be dry, with intervals of
clouds and sunshine. A stray shower may
not be ruled out. Winds willbe 4to B
m.p.h. Temperatures will be near the

2

woniananndnereasing clouds

Sunshine is expected to be overtaken by

clouds in the afternoon. Winds will be 6 to
12 m.p.h. Temperatures will be the lbwest
of the week. The highwill be 72,

ame sun and wamer

On'Wednesday, there will be clouds and
some sunshine. it will begin ta turn 07
warmer. The high will be B0. On Thursday,

Metearalogy by AccuWeather
Metropolitan Forecast
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National Forecast

Severs thunderstorms are expected to
rebuild today along the path of a slow-
maving cold front in the southem High
Plains, including the panhandles of Texas
and Oklahoma. Hail, damaging wind gust
and dewnpours that may lead to flooding
are possible.

Dangerous thunderstorms may also
dewvelop and alang the Red River through
Oklahoma and Arkansas and into the
Nashville metropaiitan area. The risk for
showers and some thunder will extend
along the adwancing cold front into much
ofthe Northeast, with a dry day most
likely close to the Mid-Atlantic Coast

Much of the West is expected to be dry,
but thunderstorms are expected to pap
upin the high termin from Idaha through
eastern New Mexico.
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Sun, Moon and Planets

Beach and Ocean Temperatures
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Rain is expected along the Maine Coast
throughout the day, with early showers for
the Cape and Islands. Fram the Jersey
Shore ta Virginia Beach, it will bedry in
the aftemaon, with a thunderstorm in the
evening. Temperatureswill be above
average south, near average to the north.



Clooney Lodges Complain;
With Biden on I.C.C. Case
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Weeks Before Prison,
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Bannon [s Continuing

To Rally MAGA World

By ANNIE KARNI

POWHATAN, Va.— StephenK.
Bannon was sitting in the back
seat of an SV on a pleasant Fri-
day evening in Powhatan, Va, en-
joving what could be his last
weeks of freedom.

A day earlier, Mr. Bannon, the
onetime adviser to former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump, had been
ordered by afederal judge to sur-
render by July 1 to beginserving a
four-month prison term for dis-
cbeying a congressional sub-
poeni.

But there was never a question
about whether he would show up
as scheduled to headline arally in
rural Virginia for Representative
Bob Good, the chairman of the
hard-right House Freedom Cau-
cus. This kind of thing — this kind
of crowd —is what he lives for.

“This is ‘War Room,"" Mr. Ban-
non said proudly as he watched
rally goers carrying lawn chairs
and blankets spreading out to
hear him speak. He was referring
to the influential podcast he
streams from his Capitol Hill
basement for four hours every
weekday:

He was going to need to find
some guest hosts to keep it all go-
ing in his absence. But Mr. Ban-
non, who has long reveled in his
infamy, nsisted that his impend-
ing imprisonment would only
make him stronger. He framed it
as the ultimate act of patriotism
by a MAGA warrior whom the
governmentwas bent onsilencing
in the months leading up to the
presidential election.

“There's no downside," Mr. Ban-
non said. "I served on a Navy de-
stroyer in my 20s in the North
Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf. I'm
serving inprison inmy 70s. Not a
bad bookend."

He added: "It's not like I'm out
every night; it's not like it's going
tocrampmy social agenda”

But he is entirely unapologetic.

“What are you talking about?"
Mr. Bannon snapped when
pressed on whether he should
have cooperated. “I'm proud of
what I did. I'm proud of the fact
that I stood up to Nancy Pelosi.”

Mr. Bannon's main concerm now

i for the future of the movement
he has helped foster through his
show. There, listeners are known
as “the posse” and Mr Bannon
preaches to them endlessly about
all of his obsessions: the lie that
the 2020 presidential election was
stolen from Mr Trump; what he
calls the “criminalinvasion” of the
southern border; the out-af-con-
tralfederal budget ; the insanity of
sending aid to Ukraine; and the
“uniparty” Republicans in Con-
gress who have become indistin-
guishable from Democrats.

“'War Room' is not a podcast,”
Mr. Bannon said. “It's a military
command center for the informa-
tion war, and it will continue to be
that "

Mr. Bannon said he had spent
vears training himself mentally
through meditation and was un-
concerned about enduring life in
prison.

“I have a very strict regimen in
my life,"he said. “Prison will have
aroutine and tasks, and I'm noth-
ing special, so I will dowhateveris
required. But there is zero chance
1 don't keep "War Room' focused
on the onlythingthat matters: To-
tal victory!"

Mr. Bannon was here in this
conservative community  sur-
rounded by farmland to stand
‘with one of the eight Republicans
he egged onto oust Kevin McCar-
thy from the House speaker post
last year. Mr. Good was banking
on Mr. Bannon's suppart to help
counter the potentially crippling
fact that Mr. Trump has endorsed
his opponent in an ugly Republi-
can primary that is splitting the
MAGA movement.

It was a rare thing for Mr. Ban-
non to campaign for a candidate
Mr. Trump is opposing, and his
presence was a big get for Mr.
Good — especially since Mr. Ban-
non suddenly has very limited
time for these kinds of activities

As he took the stage, Mr. Ban-
non received a standing ovation
andwas greeted like a martyr for
the cause.

“Steve Bannon bears in his
body, figuratively speaking, the
marks of patriotism freedom” Mr.
Good said. “He's literally put it all
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Stephen K. Bannon, who has long reveled in h\.s mfan"l}rf, framredr

his impending imprisonment as t

ultimate act of patriotism.

on the line for the country.

Mr. Bannon told the crowd not
to feel sorry for him.

“Prison is not going to be that
bad," he said. “It's just serving my
ocountry in a different way! I'm
proud of it."

Mr. Bannon has other legal
troubles ahead. State prosecutors
in Manhattan have accused him of
misusing money he helped raise
for a group backing Mr. Trump's
border wall. His fraud trial is
scheduled to take place later this
Vear

As he sat in his 5.UV. ahead of
the rally, Mr. Bannon was deter-
mined to see the silver lining.

“They've made me much bigger
than I am," he said of the Demo-
crats, the courts and the ‘deep
state," shadowy govermnment
forces who he portrays as deter-
mined to squash him. “They can't
help themselves. 1 trigger these
guys to alevel that other people
don't. President Trump triggers
them, but they think he's too big a
target. They can't get to Lenin, so
they want Trotsky."

He noted that even the hosts of
“Morning Joe!' the left-leaning
MSNBC morning show, had
pointed out that the timing of his
sentence was notable for taking
him off the air until after the elec-

tion.

“The timing is to take meoff” he
said. “100 percent.’

During a week full of D-Day
commemorations, Mr. Bannon
compared what was happening to
him and the conservative move-
ment to what happened to the Al-
lied troops who landed on the
beaches of Normandy:

“My message to people s, ‘Next
manup,' " he said. “This happened
on Gth of June in Normandy. It's
next man up. They're goingtosen-
tence Trump to prisonon the 1th.
It's got to be next man up.”

The upside for the movement,
he said, was that his listeners
would learn what populism really
meant: rising upto take the man-
tle themselves, not leaning on the
biggest leaders of the movement
to do it for them. “You got to get
the training wheels off,’ he said.

Sowhat arehisplans for his last
few weeks of freedom?

“Do ‘War Room' four hours a
day," he said. “Do more things like
this to help people. If July 1 comes.
and the appeals haven't come,
then I'll do what 'mordered toda.
I understand how the system
wiorks."

“"War Room' will be even bet-
ter," he added, “while I'm in pris-
o

In Albany,
What Failed
To Get Done

Draws Focus

By GRACE ASHFORD
and CLAIRE FAHY

ALBANY, N.Y. — After a final
alknight session, the New York
State Legislature ended its yearly
business on Saturday moming,
capping a nearly six-month slog
that, in the end, was defined by
what failed to happen.

The chief culprit was Gow.
Kathy Hochul's last-minute deci-
sion to pull the plug on a con-
gestion pricing program for Man-
hattan, a move that put the onus
on state lawmakers to come up
with some way to create a stable
funding source to replace the §1
billion in toll revenue that would
have gone to the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority had the
program proceeded as planned

But the Legislature chose not to
bail out the transportation agency
— and, by extension, Ms. Hochul

@
State Senators Liz Krueger, top left, and Michael Gianaris conferred at the Capitol on Thursday,
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A climate bill passes,
but congestion pricing
fallout takes over.

— refusing to approve
to increase the payroll mobility
tax or to siphon money from the
state's general fund

The fallout over congestion
pricing became the elephant in
the room that everyone talked
about, leaving little oxygen for
other weighty initiatives that
awaited in the ftraditional 11th-
hour rush to pass legislation be-
fore the end of session.

Two high-profile bl — one
that would have ended subsidies
for gas companies, and another
that would have reduced the prev-
alence of plastic packaging —
passed in the Senate but died in
the Assembly.

On  Friday, the Assembly
speaker, Carl E. Heastie, acknowl-
edged thatcongestion pricing had
eaten up time that could have
been spent on other priorities,
saying: “It's something big that
they have to deal with at the endof
session. But you know, we're all
mature, and things happen”

One significant initiative that
did pass was the landmark Cli-
mate Change Superfund Act,
which, if signed by Ms. Hochul,
will require pollutersto pay for the
damage they have done to the en-
wironment

The governar also notched a
win with the passage of the SAFE
for Kids Act, a bill she personally
campaigned for throughout the
session. Themeasure requires pa-
rental consent for chikdren to ac-
cess dgorithm-driven social me-
dia feeds. While similar measures
have been passed in other states,
notably California, New York's bill

is thefirst to target the algorithms
behind the platforms.

‘And many of Ms. Hochul's legis-
lative priorities were already in-
cluded in the state's §237 billion
budget deal: more resources to
tackle retail crime, a statewide ar-
tificial intelligence consortium
and a hard-won housing deal
aimed at increasing residential
construction.

In a news conference late Fri-
day evening, Ms. Hochul soughtto
highlight the housing deal as a
capstone legislative achievement.

“Sometimes we find that issues
are not immediately popular, but
it's still up to the leaders to push
through the noise and have signit-
icant accomplishments," she said.

But Ms. Hochul chose a differ-
ent path with congestion pricing,
also a plan that was not immedi-
ately popular.

The transportation authority
needed the $1 billion in toll reve-
nue to raise bonds for its capital
program. And in a rare display of
defiance, the agency 's chief finan-
cialofficer and general counsel re-
leased a statement on Friday
night saying that the governar's
decision would force the authority
“to reorganize the program to pri-
oritize the most basic and urgent
needs”

Plans to update signals, make
stations accessible to people with
disabilities and transition to elec-
tric buses would most likely be
“deprioritized to protect and pre-
serve the basic operation and
functionality of this 100-plus-vear-

old system," the officials said.

Ms. Hochul said that the state
was exploring a number of op-
tions to ensure that the capital
projects could continue without
interruption. She appeared non-
plused by the Legislature'srefusal
to vote on an alternative funding
stream, reasoning that the state
had time © find the money.

""We have a commitment to con-
tinue moving forward between
now and the beginning of session,
even coming back” Ms. Hochul
told reporters. “ We're going to be
talking about this"

Some Albany observers said
that the fallout from Ms. Hochul's
decision to halt the program —
and the 1 billion budget gap it
caused — might have led lawmak-
ersinthe Assembly to re-examine
the Superfund proposal, which
had passed the State Senate in

May.

The bill would force companies
that are responsible for green-
hou se gas emissions to pay into a
“cost recovery program” for the
infrastructure needed to address
issues related to climate change
— including adaptations to the
city 's transit system.

Blair Horner, executive director
of the New York Public Interest
Research Group, and a propanent
of the measure, said that the state
would need to find new revenue
streams to replace the money lost
because of the postponement of
oongestion pricing.

“If you're not going to do a pay-
roll tax, how do vou raise reve-
nue? " he said. “This one got pulled
off the shelf”

The Superfund measure, which
is similar to one passed in Ver-
mont earlier this year, was the
only significant climate action
taken by the Legislature this ses-
sion. Five yvears ago, lawmakers

passed the New York State Cli-
mate Leadership and Community
Protection Act, which committed
the state to reducing its green-
house gas emissions by 85 percent
by 2050. As ofnow, New York does
not appear to be on track to meet
that goal

Among other legislative high-
lights was the passage of abill that
would dramatically increase the
number of red light cameras in
New York City

New York also became the first
state in the country to pass com-
prehensive  legislation  holding
gun manufacturers like Glock ac-
countable for the fact that their
pistols can be easily converted
into machine guns. The bill pro-
hibits the sale of such convertible
weapons and requires manufac-
turers to insure their pistols can-
not be made into machine guns.,

And for the third time, the Leg-
islature passed the Grieving Fam-
ilies Act, which would enable fam-
ilies of wrangful death victims to
receive damages. The hill now
heads to Ms. Hochul, who has ve-
toed it twice, citing its economic
effects.

Ms. Hochul has until Dec. 31 to
signor vetothe 805 bills passed by
the Legislature this session.

One hill that failed to pass the
Legislature was one that would al-
low for doctor-assisted deaths for
terminally il people, despite
growing momentum behind the
measure and the near-constant
presence of lobbyists in the Capi-
tol throughout the end of the ses-
sion.

“This year we got closer than
ever' Amy Paulin, an assembly-
woman and the bill's sponsar, s aid
in a statement, adding that while
she believed the measure had the
necessary votes in the Assembly,
itfell shortin the Senate.

By GLENN THRUSH

WASHINGTON — George
Clooney contacted a top White
House official last month to conr
plain after President Biden criti-
cized the Intemational Criminal
Court's decision to seek awarrant
against top Israeli officials over
the war in Gaza, a case the actor's
wife had worked on, according to
twopeople familiar with the situa-
tion.

His wife, Amal Clooney, aprom-
inent human rights lawyer, served
on an advisory panel that helped
conduct the court's investigation,
which resulted in warrant re-
quests for Israel's prime minister
and defense minister and three
senior Hamas leaders, accusing
them of illegal conduct that has
led to thousands of civiliand eaths.

Mr. Clomney lodged his protest
with Steve Ricchetti, a counselor
to Mr. Biden who played a pivotal
rolein his fund-raising effartsfour
vears ago. It had no effect on US
policy, a senior administration of-
ficial said on condition of ano-
nymity because the person was
not authorized to discuss the mat-
ter publicly.

Nonetheless, Mr. Clooney's de-
cision to contact the White House
(with a text message, one of the
people said) underscores the
problems that Israel's actions
have caused for Mr Biden as he
tries to reconcile his support for a
stalwart ally with his own misgiv-
ings and increased pressure from
the disillusioned Americanleft

To illustrate that dilemma: Mr.
Clooney is scheduled to appear at
ahigh-dollar June 15 fund-raiser
for Mr. Bidenin Los Angeles, with
former President Barack Obama
in attendance. In a fund-raising
email sent on behalf of the Biden-
Harris campaign on Saturday, Mr.
Clooney said, “Joe and Kamala's
message of hope and belief in a
better future far all is one that I be-
lieve in."

Simon Halls, a spokesman for
the actor, declined to comment
about Mr. Clooney's interaction
with Mr. Ricchetti but said his oli-
ent “has every intention of attend-
ing the fund-raiser”

A White House spokesman had
no comment on Mr Clooney's
complaint, which was reported
earlier by The Washington Post.

The United States and Israel
are not members of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, which is in
The Hague. After the court's chief
prosecutor announced that he
would seek the warrants on May
20, Mr. Biden sharply eriticized
the decision, saying “there is no

equivalence — none — between
Israel and Hamas!"

In a statement posted on her
family foundation's website, Ms.
Clooney s aid she had worked with
the court's prosecutors for four
months “evaluating evidence of
suspected war crimes and crimes
against humanity" in Israel and
Gaza

Ms. Clooney, a Lebanon-born
lawyer, waorked as an investigator
an the International Criminal Tri-
bunal for the former Yugoslavia
and prosecuted members of
Hezhallah accused of assassinat-
ing Lebanon's prime minister in
2005,

Last month, she co-signed an
opinion essay with other mem-
bersofan LC.C. advisory panel ar-
guing that their investigation had
found “reasonable grounds to be-
lieve" that Prime Minister Ben-

The actor is scheduled
to appear atan L.A.
fund-raiser this week.

jamin Netanyahu of Israel and Is-
rael's defense minister, Yoav Gal-
lant, “have committed war crimes
and crimes against humanity"

Their report found sufficient ev-
idence to charge the Israeli lead-
ers with the war crime of “inten-
tionally using starvation of civil-
ians as a method of warfare and
the murder and persecution of
Palestinians as crimesagainst hu-
manity."

The House voted mastly dlong
party lines on Tuesday to impose
sweeping sanctions on the 1.C.C.
byforcing Mr. Biden torestricten-
try into the United States, revoke
visas and impose financialrestric-
tions on anyone at the cowrt in-
volved intrying to investigate, ar-
rest, detain or prosecute “pro-
tected persons,’ or allies of the
United States. It would alsotarget
anyone who provides “financial,

material or technological sup-
part” to those efforts.
Mr. Biden's advisers said he

“strongly opposed” the measure
because it would impose sanc-
tions onsuch abroad swathof offi-
cials, including court staff mem-
bers and any witnesses involved
ina potential case.

But it reflected cracks in the
Demaocratic coalition, and broad
bipartisan anger at the LC.C., with
42 Democrats crossingparty lines
to support the Republican-backed
measure.

Leaders at Washington Post
Look to Quell Anxiety of Staff

By BENJAMIN MULLIN
and KATIE ROBERTSON

Aftera tumultuous week at The
‘Washington Post, including the
unexpected announcement of a
new editor and reports that its
chief executive objected to cover-
age of a news story involving him
leaders at the news organization
spent Friday trying to reassure
the staff.

In a conciliatory memo to em-
ployees Friday evening, Will Lew-
is, the chief executive, acknowl-
edged that “trust has been lost"
because of “scars from the past
and the back-and-forth from this
week." He urged Post employees
to “leave those behind and start
presuming the best of intent.”

“So, time for some hum
from me Mr. Lewis wrote. "1
need to improve how well I listen
and how well I communicate so
that we all agree mare clearly
where urgent improvements are
needed and why!"

Matt Murray, the new editor, ac-
knowledged the turmoil in the
moming news meeting. He
praised the newsroom for its
work, including an unflinching ar-
ticle about the questions sur-
rounding Mr. Lewis that it pub-
lished on Thursday night.

Mr. Murray, a former editor in
chief of The Wall Street Journal,
said he knew staff members were
talking about the challenges fac-
ing The Post butencouragedthem
10 “have your heads held high feel
proud of the journalism," accord-
ing toa recording obtained by The
New York Times.

He said he had recused himself
from working on the article about
Mr. Lewis.

Inaddition, Patty Stonesifer, the
widely respected former interim
chief executive of The Post and a
close confidante of The Post's
owner, Jeff Bezas, visited the
newsroom on Friday. Ms. Stone-
sifer helped choose Mr. Lewis as
chief executive last year.

Ms. Stonesifer met with senior
editors and other journalists to
help quell the anxiety stemming
from the tumult, according to two
people familiar with the matter,

The newsroom was rattled last
Sunday evening when Mr. Lewis
announced that Sally Buzbee was
resigning as the paper's editaor,
and that Mr. Murray would tem-

pararily replace her,

Mr. Lewis also announced a ma-
jor reorganization. After the elec-
tion, Mr. Murray will oversee a
new division, focused on service
and social media journalism. And
anew editor, Robert Winnett, will
oversee the core news coverage
after the presidential election

The Times later reported that
Mr Lewis and Ms. Buzbee had
clashed over whether to cover a
news development in a British
hacking scandal. The judge in the
case was expected tosay whether
the plaintiffs could add Mr. Lew-
ig's name to a list of executives
who they argued were involved in
aplan to conceal evidence of hack-
ing at the newspapers.

Mr. Lewis objected to covering
the story, according to two people
with knowledge of the interaction.
He has said the account of their
exchange was inaccurate.

On Thursday, David Folkenflik,
a media reporter for NPR, wrote
that last year Mr. Lewis proposed
giving him an exclusive interview
inexchange for not writing an ar-
ticle on the phone-hacking scan-
dal. Mr. Lewis told The Washing-
ton Post that he had had off-the-
record conversations with Mr
Folkenflik, whom hecalled “an ac-
tivist, not a journalist.”

Leaders of the Washington Post
Guild, which represents members
of the newsroom, sent a letter ta
Mr. Murray on Friday asking him
o commit to journalistic inde-
pendence, according to a copy of
the letter viewed by The Times.

Inanotetothe staff, Mr Murray
praised The Post's journalism and
alfirmed his commitment to its
journalistic integrity, noting “the
importance of our strong and in-
dependent journalism, immune to
any outside pressures.”

Mr. Lewis had enjoyed a rela-
tively smooth run for his first five
monthsin the job. He made a habit
of reading reporters' articlesearly
in the morning and sendin g them
notes of praise and regularly chat-
ted at their desks.

Mz, Stonesifer said in an inter-
wview with The Post last year that
she and Mr. Bezos decided on Mr
Lewis in part because he had
spent years “first and foremaost as
a journalist — and then switched
to say that great journalismneeds
great business.”
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Nora Cortinias, 94, a Founder of Mothers of the ‘Disappeared,’ Dies ’

By DANIEL POLITI
and LUCIA CHOLAKIAN HERRERA

BUENOS AIRES — Nora Mo-
rales de Cortinas, who was a
founding member of a group of
maothers who searched for their
children who were disappeared
by Argentina's military dictator-
ship in the 1970s, and who went on
to become a leading global voice
for human rights, died on May 30
in Mordn, Argentina. She was 94

Ms. Cortifias, commonly known
as Norita, underwent surgery for
ahernia on May 17 at Mordn Hos-
pital, west of Buenos Aires, and
later suffered complications as a
result of pre-existing conditions
that led to her death, said Dr. Ja-
cobo Netel, the hospital's director,

The group started by the moth-
ers helped focus intemational at-
tention on the abuses commitied
by the military dictatorship and
continued to pressure the Argen-
tine government for answersalter
democracy was restored

Ms. Cortifiasled aquiet life until
her son Carlos Gustavo suddenly
disappeared on April 15, 1977. He
studied economics at the Univer-
sity of Buenos Aires and was an
activist in a left-leaning political
group, which made him atargetof
the right-wing dictatorship that
seized control of Argentina in a
coup in 1976

“Hewas 24 vears old, had awife
and a very small child" Ms. Cor-
tinas recalled inan interview that
was published as part of a book in
2000, “He left one cold morning
and never came back. He was kid-
napped at the train station while
on his way to work.”

The dictatorship that led Ar-
gentina until 1983 is widely con-
sidered one of the bloodiest of the
US-backed military govern-
ments that took over several
countries in Latin America in the
1970z and '80s.

Human rights groups say that
roughly 30,000 people in Ar-
gentina were illegally detained
and disappeared without a trace
as the government rounded up
those it deemed subversive, sent
them to torture camps and often
killed them

Ms. Cortifias went on a desper-
ate search for her missing son,
seeking information in public of-
fices, where she was met with eva-
sive answers and military officials
and government workers pushed
her to stop looking. Her son's fate
is still not known.

“The priority was to go out to
look for my son, and [ entered into
aspiralofmadness)' shesaid inan
interview with a researcher at San
Martin National University, out-
side Buenos Aires. “I was called,
threatened, told I would be putin
prison.”

The month after her son van-
ished, Ms. Cartinas joined a small
groupof mothers who had started
meeting to demand information
abaut their missing children.

i

Mes, Cortifias, center night, holding an én\ar‘g«‘za pﬁotograph of
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her son, Gustavo, during a protest in Buenos Aires in 1982,

The wake for Ms, Cortifias on I\'L‘ayﬂél in Buenos Aires,

[ want to

change this unjust world” Ms, Cortifias wrote in her 2019 bool.

She went on to participate in
what became weekly vigils in the
Plazade Mayo, a square in front of
the presidential palace in Buenos
Aires, the capital The women,
desperate for answers and not
knowing where to turn, started
walking around in circles while
carrying photos of the missing

The dictatorship later disap-
peared three founding members

of the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo.
But that did not deter Ms. Cor-
tinas and others from gathering in
growing numbers as they tried to
seize the attention of asociety that
often seemed indifferent

“The people passing through

many year
I interviey
tional Library. “Like we were in-

visible. No one approached us to
ask what we were doing, because [
believe that is what state terror-
ism produces, that fear of know-
ing what we were doing there."
Even after the military dictator-
ship ended in 1983, Ms. Cortifias
made clear that their fight was not
over. Shecontinued todemand ac-
tion from democratically elected
governments and later expressed

disappointment in Ranl Alfonsin,
the country's first elected presi-
dent after democracy was re-
stored.

“During the campaign, Alfonsin
always promised that the archives
would be opened, that we would
get some news, that something
would be clarified” Ms. Cortifias
=aid in an interview with an alter-
native news outlet. “The truth is

‘He left one cold
morning and never
came back.

that ithasn't hap penedvet; the ar-
chives have not been opened.”

In 1986, the Mothers of Plaza de
Mayo broke up amid internal divi-
sions, with anecamp pushing fora
more combative agenda. That led
to clashes with other members, in-
cluding Ms. Cortifias, over what
demands they should make under
ademocratic government

M. Cortifias became a leader of
an offshoot known as the Mothers
of Plaza de Mayo-Founding Line.

In later years, she continued at-
tending the gatherings at the
Plaza de Mayo and became a
steady presence in other street
demonstrations as she emerged
as an activist for numerous issues,
including the legalization of abor-

She was seldom seen without a
white kerchief on her head, which
was meant to symbolize the dia-
pers their children had worn as
babies. It made the group recog-
nized around the world.

“We stood up to a dictatorship
and are still fighting — why would
‘we stop now? " Ms. Cortifias told
The New York Times in 2017 dur-
ing a demonstration opposing le-
niency for those found guilty of
dictatorship-era crimes.

NaralrmaMorales was borm on
March 22, 1930, in Buenos Aires,
the third of five daughters of Mer-
cedes Vincent and Manuel Mo-
rales, Catalonian immigrants whao
met in Argentina. Mr. Morales ran
aprint shop from their home. Ms.
Vincent was a homemaker who
also worked as a seamstress.

Nara attended school until the
sixth grade, which at the time was
when girls often stopped their for-
mal educations. She married Car-
los Cortifias at 19 and went on io
teach sewing and take on odd jobs
as a seamstress, Mr Cortiflas
worked for the country's economy
ministry and died of cancer in
June 1994 at 71,

Ms. Cortifias is survived by a
sister; her younger son, Damian
Cortinas; three grandchildren;
and four great-grandchildren.

Shewent back to school later in
life and studied social psychaology,
graduating in 1993 when she was
63, She went on to teach courses at
the University of Buenos Aires,
ane of several miversities to
grant her honorary degrees.

After her death was confirmed,
dozens gathered in the Plaza de
Mayo in her honor.

“1 want to change this unjust
world,” Ms. Cortifias wrote in the
epilogue of a 2019 biography. “Ev-
ery day when I wake up, I feel the
urge tofight. Tdon't see itas an ob-
ligation but as a commitment.”

Nonny Hogrogian, 92, Who Brought Multiculturalism to Children’s Literature

By CLAY RISEN

MNonny Hogrogian, an illustra-
tor who mined her Armenian her-
itage to bring diversity and won-
der to her wood cuts and watercal-
ors — an approach that helped ex-
pand the world of children's
literature and made her a two-
time Caldecott Medal winner, died
on May 9 at a hospital in Holyoke,
Mass. She was 82.

Her husband, the poet David
Kherdian, said the cause was can-

e

Ms. Hogrogian was among a
small number of illustrators to
win multiple Caldecotts, consid-
ered ane of the highest honors in
children's literature. She received
her firstmedal in 1966 for the book
“Always Room for One More"
written by Sorche Nic Leodhas,
and her second in 1972 for "One
Fine Day!" based on an Armenian
folk tale that she retald and illus-
trated.

She also received a Caldecott
Honor, an award for distin guished
runners-up, for “The Contest”
il another Armenian folk tale
that she retold and illustrated.

Ms. Hogrogian was a close
friendofthe renownedillustrators
Maurice Sendak and Ezra Jack
Keats, and like them she drew on
the ald-world European artistry
and traditions of her immigrant
family to broaden American chil-
dren's literature starting in the

i3,

“Nonny helped kick open the
door for today's multicultural
mavement in children's books,”
Richard Michelson, a friend and
fellow children's author, wrote in
an email. "She proudly explored
her Armenian heritage in her
books — mining its falk
nd her own history — at a
time when mast books were maore
interested in creating a ‘melting
pot’ than a ‘patchwork quilt.!”

Ms. Hogrogian did much of her
work using woodcut prints,
though she also used watercolors,
charcoal and pen, depending on
the project. She said she started
by studying the text to see which

Eye Ay
Nonny Hogrogian in an undated photograph. She brought diver-

sity to childrens literature by evoking her Armenian hentage.

medium it called for, rather then
imposing a single approach to all
her work.

Regardless of the medium, her
books impressed readers with a
deceptive simplicity which on
close inspection revealed a com-
plex richness of color and tone.
Her works stood on their own as
art even as they brought talife the
stories being told.

In her acceptance speech after

receiving her first Caldecatt, Ms.
Hogrogian described her thought
process in deciding how to illus-
trate “Always Room for One
More," based on a Scottish folk
song about a poorman whokeeps
welcoming guests into his home.

“Woodcuts, long my favaorite
medium, were too strong for the
gentle folk in the heather! she
said. “So I pulled out my watercol-
ors and chalks, some ink and a

Ms. Hogrogian with her husband, the oet.Da;'ld Kherdlaﬁ. at j
their home in Massachusettsin 2019, They married in 1971
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ONE FINE DAY

by Nanny Hogrogian

Her "One Fine Day" was based
on an Armenian folk tale that
she retold and illustrated.

She won her first Caldecott
Medalin 1966 for “Always
Room for One More."

pen, and before long, inan almost
effortless  way, the drawings
seemed to flow!

May Hogrogian was bom on
May 7, 1932, in the Bronx. An uncle
gave her the nickname Nonny
when she was a child, and it stuel.

Her parents, Mugerdich and
Rakel (Ansoorian) Hogrogian,
were immigrants who had fled the
Armenian genocide, a tragedy
that haunted much of her work
(and that of her husband, Mr.
Kherdian, whose parents also fled
the country)

Her father was a photoengrav-
er, while her mother took in piece-
work. Both painted in their spare

time, which inspired Ms. Hogro-
gian at a young age. She later de-
scribed herself as anintensely shy
child who used her prodigious art
skills to draw Walt Disney charac-
ters to impress her classmates
and teachers

Ms. Hogrogian studied fine arts
at Hunter College in Manhattan,
and after graduating in 1953 she
found a job designing book covers
for a New York publisher, Thomas
Y. Crowell,

Though she was allowed to do
artwork for someofthe books, she
wanted tobe a full-time artist. She
studied woodcuts at the New
Schoal and eventually left for a

She drew from the
old-world European
traditions of her
immigrant family.

freelance career.

Work as a freelance designer
was hard, and she returned to
working for publishers from time
to time, and even considered
changing careers to become an oc-
cupational therapist. Her first
Caldecott erased any worries that
she had by giving her a steady
supply of high-profile work.

Ms. Hogrogian met Mr. Kher-
dian when she was hired todesign
the cover of his 1971 hook,
“Homage to Adana." They mar-
ried that year. He is her only im-
mediate survivar.

She illustrated several more of
her husband's books, even as she
continued her own career.

The couple lived a peripatetic
life, firstin Lyme Center, N.H., and
then in upstate New York. They
also spent seven vears inrural Or-
egon, ona farm with other follow-
ers of George Gurdjieff, an Arme-
nian philosopher and mystic.

They moved to Armenia after
the 2016 presidential election, but
a back injury she sustained
caused them to retumn to the
United States, first to Black Moun-

I and later to western
chusetts.

Ms. Hogrogian said repeatedly
that her next book would be her
last, and she often referred to her-
self as retired, even as she contin-
ued to work.

“I have probably been busier in
retirement than out of it she
wrote in an autobiographical
sketch in 2001 But the word “re-
tirement," she added, “indicates
more a time in my life when Ineed
to live as [ really wish to live, and
work is alarge part of what [ take
joy in daing."
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William A. Anders, 90,
Who Orbited the Moon
Aboard Apollo 8, Dies

By RICHARD GOLDSTEIN

Maj. Gen. William A. Anders,
who flew on the first manned
space mission to orbit the moon,
the Apollo 8 “Genesis flight" of
Christmas Eve 1968, and took the
color  photograph “Earthrise”
which is credited with inspiring
the modern environmental move-
ment, died on Friday morning
when a small plane he was pilot-
ing alone dived into the water
near Roche Harbor, Wash, north-
west of Seattle. He was 90,

His son Greg confirmed his
death.

The crash of General Anders's
Beechcraft T-34 Mentor, which
happened at about 11:40 am., is

His ‘Earthrise’ photo
‘helped kick-start
the environmental
movement.

being investigated by the Federal
Aviation Administration and the
National Transportation Safety
Board. A search crew recovered a
body from the areaof the crashon
Friday evening, according to a
spokeswoman for the US. Coast
Guard.

In 1968, General Anders, who
was a majar at the time — along
with Col. Frank Borman, who like
him was in the Air Force, and
Capt James A. Lovell Ir. of the
Navy — was partof the first group
of spacemen to leave the bounds
of Earth's arbit. During their mis-
sion, they took photos and motion
pictures of the lunar surface in
preparation for the Apollo 11
flight, when men first stepped on
the moon, and they were the first
astronauts sent aloft by a giant
Satumn V rocket.

Beyond those tremendous mile-
stones, their mission was viewed
as briefly reviving the spirits af an
America stunned by rising casu-
alties in the Vietnam War, the as-

Orlando Mayorguin and Emmett
Lindner contribuited reporting. Su-
san C. Beachy contributed re-
search

sassinations of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Ken-
nedy, and tumultuous antiwar
protests and racial disturbances.

On Christmas Eve, during their
1Dorbits of the moan, the three as-
tronauts, whose movements were
telecast to millions around the
world, took photos of Earth as it
rose over the lunar horizon, ap-
pearing as a blue marble amid the
blacknessof the heavens. But only
Major Anders, who oversaw their
spacecraft's electronic and com-
munications systems, shot color
film.

His photo shook the world
Known as "Earthrise" it was re-
produced in a 1969 postage stamp
bearing the words “In the begin-
ning God . It was an inspira-
tion for the first Earth Day, in 1970,
and appeared on the cover of L\ie
magazine's 2003 book “100 Photo-
graphs That Changed the World."

Justmoments before Major An-
dersbegan snapping away, the as-
tronauts could be heard, as cap-
tured by the onboard recorder, ex-
pressing their awe over what they
saw

Anders: Ohmy God! Look at
that picture over there,
Here's the Earth coming up.
Wow, that’s preity.

Borman: [chuckle ] Hey, don’t
take that, it’s not scheduled.

Anders: [laughter] You got a
color film, Jim ? Hand me
that roll of eolor guick,
would you.. ..

Lovell: 0h man, that’s great.

Decades later, in a 2013 inter-
view with For' bes magazine, Gen-
eral Anders said of Earthrise
“The view points out the beauty of
Earth, and its fragility. It helped
kick start the environmental
mavement”

But he said he was surprised by
how much the public's memaory of
the figures behind that photo had
faded. "It's curious to me that the
press and people on the ground
have kind of forgotten our history-
making voyage, and what's sym-
bolic of the flight now is the
‘Earthrise’ picture
wecame allthe way tothe moan to
discover Earth.”

In closing out their Christmas
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Major Andersin 2009, He left NASA and the Alchme in 1969
and was a chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Eve telecast, the Apdllo 8 astro-
nauts read twm the first passage
in the Book of Genesis.

Major Anders was the first
reader: “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon
the face of the deep”

William  Alison  Anders was
born on Oct. 17, 1933, in Hong
Kong, where he was livingwith his
maother, Muriel (Adams) Anders,
while his father, Lt. Arthur An-
ders, a career Navy man, was
serving as an officer on the gun-

boat Panay on patrol along the

Yangtze River in China

After a stint in Annapalis, Md
the family returned toChina, with

his father once mare

aboard the Panay, as the execu-
or second in conr
mand. But after a Japanese attack
in Beijing in July 1937, prompting
the start of the Sino-Japanese
‘War, Bill and his mother fled tothe

tive officer,

Philippines.

In December, while the Panay
was carrying out the evacuation
of Americans from China, Japa-

nese planes bombed and

BN

Maj. William A. Anders on the Apallo 8, the first manned space mission to orbit the moon.

the boat

sank, for which

Honar.

The episode,
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posted
tuned than the

ter's  degree

strafed

Its captain was severely in-
jured; Lieutenant Anders, who
was also wounded,
took command and ordered the
boat's machine gunners to fire at
the Japanese planes. He also over-
saw the boat's evacuation before it

Navy Cross, the service's highest
award for valor after the Medal of

known as the Panay Incident,
heightened tensions between the
United States and Japan, which
only four years later would attack
Pearl Harbor, drawing America
into Waorld War I1.

Bill Anders returned to the
United States, attended Gross-
mont High School in San Diego
County, Calif,, and became fasci-
nated by tales of world famous ex-
plorations. Following the path his
father pursued, he entered the Na-
val Academy and graduated in
1955, planning to become a pilot.
He obtained a commission in the
Air Force, viewing it as more at-

throughs in aeronautical science.

He received his pilot wings in
1956 and served as a fighter pilot
with interceptor squadrons in Cal-
ifornia and Iceland tracking Sovi-
et heavy bambers that were chal-
lenging America's air defense bor-
ders. In 1962, he received a mas-

engineering from the Air Force In-

A vear

ered to

ule

stitute of Technology at Wrwghl.-
Patterson Air Force Base in Chio.

later, he joined the third

class of astronauts at NASA, al-
though he lacked experience as a
test pilot, a traditional route to fly-
ing for the agency.

While at NASA, Major Anders
became a specialist in space radi-
ation, whose effects were consid-

be a potential hazard for

[uture astronauts. He also trained
in a module that would be used to
carry astronauts from a moon-or-
biting capsule to the lunar sur-
face, the future lunar lander.

Apaollo & was designed to orbit
Earth with the module, which Ma-
jor Anders would flight-test. But
its development was delayed, so
the mission was reprogrammed
as a moan orbit, without the mod-
— a premature and risky bid to
beat the Russians in circling the
lunar surface. The mission was a
huge success, and its astronauts
were hailed at parades in New
York, Chicago and Washington
and appeared before a joint ses-
sion of Congress.

Major
NASA and from active duty in the
Air Force in 1969 after accepting a

Anders retired from

position as executive 5&(‘\?1&“)’0[
the National Aeronautics and

nevertheless 0000

he received the

namics,
which became
eral.

SUrviv

ington
1996,

among

Navy to break- peared

moon's

in  nuclear

Space Council, a presidentialadvi-
sory unit
He was later a member of the

Energy Commission, the

first chairman of the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission and ambas-
sador to Norway. After leaving
government service, he held exec-
utive pasts with General Electric
and Textron and was chairman
and chiefexecutive of General Dy-

a major defense contrac-

He retired from the Air Force
Reserve in 1988 as a major gen-

In addition to his son Greg, he is

by his wife, Valerie

{ Hoar d)Amiel s; three mhex sons,
Alan, GEn, and Eric; two daugh-
ters, Gayvle
grand children.

General Anders lived in Wash-

and Diana; and 13

State, where he and his

wife founded a flight museum in

Although 12 Americans would
walk on the moon, he was not

them; Apollo & was his

only spaceflight. But he never ap-

bothered by this. It

seemed that from his vantage
point in arbit, the moon's topogra-
phy was uninspiring in contrast to
the beauty of home he captured in
“Earthris

“1use the unpoetic description
‘dirty beach,'"

he said of the
gravelly surface, adding,

“You can imagine how the poets
give me hell."

In Memoriam:
Celebrate a Life

Memorialize and celebrate a loved one in the pages of
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They’re Going to Swim
All the Way to Paris

In a Football Stadium

The U.S. Olympic Trials Keep Outgrowing Venues,
And the Home of the Colts Is the Newest Solution

By NICOLE AUERBACH

Three year:
on lI|‘ |*)-I des

'\“|>lh f‘ﬂ lI1“l|IICC‘
the Sl-meter-lon,
tition pwl —1l

the ath
will
um poolbya

at the 5

in co and
le temporal
ition  pool
Spear Corporati

ale, Ind., has handl

built the
rarm-up

T
of vendor:
kicking off the maost
meet of this

Z at ]
Stadium in Indiz
first ti
foath 1II
to d clase to 30,000 for the first
night Jf finals, which would set a world
record.

“Thi

J.Jn the ey
it Indiana Unive
1. Trials then went outdoar
ach, Calif 2004, then
5 in Omaha fro
ha Poals s)l;lhllll|-\-
h and the ram
6, nearly

T

In 2
d 15

Pl of
in \:e u1 r|'-m of the
a -

a fully
anizers hay
nnc\\ theme including cek
tions for F Il| ]llll

Auerbach is a senior writer cover-
ing college sparts for The Athletic

Ele New Dork Eimes

An artist’s rendering of the finished product, complete with fans. Or
ganizers hope to see acrowd close to 30,000 for the first night of finals.

The poolswere set up on the floor of Lh° stadium and .1d cle

around them. Above, a ground-level vie

from heneath the dec|

The construction of a system of three
pools — one for competition and two
for warm-ups — began on May 12 at
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapo

DeSorbo, who will
chof lh S.

en's l-.mm'.iu?\ e

better. And I think tl

the energy of the ¢

nd timing r
o the pool

rm-up pools wer
ntion \C'I'llf‘l r‘e:'iu

37\\ |1.m who m:llc:l
throughout hy
acrop of Oy

ing to be great for partici-

calls the back-of-
ere will be

. where the
nd focus so that |L
and Hollywood and

excilement”
In ~||m thisis nat just s
m and

MORE ON NYTIMES

HORSE RACING
Read coverage of
the Belmont Stakes
from the Saratoga

Race Course.

.COM/ATHLET

FOOTBALL

How the Ravens’
Justin Tucker is
preparing [or new

N.EL. kickoff rules.



THE NEW YORK TIMES SPORTS SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

By TYLER KEPNER
Tae Attictic

COOPERSTO
maost  acrobatic  shortstop  in
M.LB. history was airbomne
again. Belted in tight, suspended
high above Cabo San Lucas, Mex-
ico, Ozzie Smith had hiked for two
hours up a mountain, in sandals,
to reach this precarious position.
The things a grandfather will do

By ziplining, Smith was keep-
ing a promise to his Syear-old
granddaughter, Vada, an aspiring
gymnast, on a family vacation re-
cently. He is not the daredevil of
old, darting nimbly across the in-
field for the St Louis Cardinals.
But at 69 years old, he is still trim
and spry — and eager to go wher-
ever youneed him.

“Ozzie has always had a really
deep understanding of the impor-
tance of the history of the game,
and an equally deep belief of the
importance of keeping it alive for
not only this generation, but for
many more generations" Jane
Forbes Clark, the chairwoman of
the Baseball Hall of Fame, said.
"He also brings to us a wonderful
perspective of what the Hall of
Fame means to a Hall of Fame
member. They re our most impor-
tant asset, and to have somebody
who understands how they feel
and what they're thinking about
whenit comes to the Hall of Fame
is so impaortant tous”

Smith is one of six Hall of
Famers who serve on the board,
and he has been the Hall's ambas-
sador for education since his in-
duction in 2002. He sponsors an
annual diversity scholarship for
an internship program at the mu-
seum, conducts clinics for chil-
dren and gave the keynote ad-
dress last month when the Hall
opened an exhibit on the Blackex-
perience in baseball. Earlier that
day, he spoke for this article.

“The more I come and look
around, vou don't want to miss it
now," he said. “You realize that
somehody is probably not going to
be here next year."

His former manager, Whitey
Herzog, was here during induc-
tion weekend last summer. Now
Herzog is gone; hedied April 15 in
St. Louis, a proud baseball town
that has been in mourning alot.

N.Y, — The

Tyler Kepner is a senior M.LB.
writer for The Athletic.

Above at right, Ozzie Smith with Eddie Murray during an exhibition game honoring Black

BASEBALL

Smith Well Knows That Time [s Short to Give Back to the Game

-
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baseball history. Smith says people are maos

s CARDINALS ARG

Vi

interes ted in his back flips.

The greatest Cardinal of all,
Stan Musial, died in 2013. And in
the last six vears, the franchise
has lost other great ones: Red
Schoendienst in 2018, Lou Brock
and Bob Gibson in 2020, Bruce
Sutter in 2022, Tim McCarver,
Mike Shannon and Rick Hummel
in 2023, Herzog in 2024,

Five of them have Hall of Fame
plagues, all with Cardinals caps.
McCarver and Hummel have
been honored in Cooperstown for
their media careers, and Shannon
spent 60 years with the team as a
player and broadcaster.

“It's not one of those things you
ever thought about, and then one
day you're sitting there and you're
thinking of Cardinal Hall of
Famers, because we were always
one of the largest contingents”
Smith said, mentioning a group
photograph he has at home. “To
look at that picture now and real-
ize half of those guys are gone —
and we lost them so quickly. There
was a long time between losing
Stan and losing Red, and when the
dominoes started to fall, they fell
quick”

There are still a dozen living
Hall of Famers who played for or
managed the Cardinals, and Al-

bert Pujols will probably join them
as soon as he is eligible, for the
2028 class. But the only others
with "STL" on their caps, besides
Smith, are morerecent inductees:
Scott Rolen, who played more
games with the Phillies, and Ted
Simmaons, who caught for the op-
posing Brewers when Herzog,
Smith and Sutter won the 1982
World Series.

“Ozzie is revered by the fan
base in St. Louis" said the Hall of
Famer Jim Kaat, a reliever on the
1982 champions. “The runs he
could save and the plays he could
make, his personality, the back Rip
he'd do every year — he just en-
deared himself to the fans”

Smith was born in Mobile, Ala,,
butmovedatage 6 to Los Angeles,
where he attended Locke High
Schoal with another future Hall of
Famer, Eddie Murray. His home
now is St. Louis, and he some-
times wonders if there is any local
resident he has not met. They all
feel bonded to him anyway, Smith
said, and he is cognizant of meet-
ing their expectations.

“If this is going to be the only
chance that a person has to meet
me, I wantthattobe a pleasantex-

perience” he said. “I don't want
that person to say: ‘1 methim, but
he wasn't what I thought. I don't
think he was as nice as I thought!
Because that's what people re-
member.”

Smith visits the Cardinals in
spring training but is not closely
invalved in their operations. He
sees the same problems the fans
see: The team has fallen from its
perch as a perennial power, and
finished in last place last season
for the first time since 1990, It is
“very frustrating,” Smith said,
when a brand synonymous with
player development struggles to
nurture its own prospects, only to
see them thrive elsewhere.

Smith is also chagrined about
some of baseball'srecent changes.
‘While he likes the pitch clock, he
said: “I do have a problem with
everybody getting a trophy. Start
with a guy on second base in extra
innings? That's not baseball.
That's nothow the game is played.
He didn't earn his way there, he's
given that. For us baseball pur-
ists, that's blasphemy™”

Smith made 15 All-Star teams
and won 13 Gold Gloves, but his of-
fensive profile would be an anonr

aly today: He averaged just 37
strikeouts a season and homered
only 29 times in mare than 2,600
career games,

That short list of long balls in-
cludes ablasttowin Game 5 of the
19585 National League Champi-
onship Series against the Los An-
geles Dodgers. Yet that mament
ranks no higher than third, he
said, in the comments he gets
from fans.

First, Smith said, people want to
know ifhe can still dobackflips, as
he would before opening day and
World Series games in 5t. Louis.
He has not flipped since 2002,
when he was 47, and, he said, "It
wasn't pretty”

Thesecond most popular topic:
his appearance on “The Simp-
sons” in 1992, his last Gold Glove
season. Smith vanished into the
Springfield Mystery Spot and
missed the big softhall game.

“People ask me, ‘Are you still in
the hale?'" Smith said, laughing.
“Isay: 'I'm still down there, Hope-
fully they'll do another version
and they'll pull me out.'"

Smith said he never watched
the full episode. Then again, the
maestro of defensive highlights

has never watched his own best
plays, either. If they are on a
screen somewhere, he said, he
will not look away Butas a fielder,
he always wanted to think like a
relief pitcher: Forgetthe lastplay,
good ar bad, because thenext one
is most important.

There are no mare plays — not
with a glove, anyway — but the
game goes on. His job, as Smith
sees it, was to better the game by
making people happy. And he can
da that till the day he dies.

“The things that we do on the
Field, they transcend” he said. “Tt
carries over into life after base-
ball. One of the greatest things in
the warld for me is when people
come up and say: ‘Hey, you were
part of my youth. You created
memaries for me because I spent
somany days at the ballpark with
my grandfather and my grand-
mother and my family’

“So that's the real blessing. And
that'sthe only thing I can really do
to carry on: just be around, keep
myself around as long as [ can, so
‘when people do see me, it allows
them to think about the good
things that happened and the part
that baseball played."

Latin American Pitchers
Are a Scarce Commodity

By CHAD JENNINGS
and ANDY McCULLOUGH
The atietic

The best Latin American start-
ing pitcher in baseball was signed
out of Venezuela for just $25,000.
He never ranked as a top 100
prospect and has never made an
All-Star team. Like many of his
peers, he turned to pitching as a
practical matter.

“The thing is, there are too
many position plavers in Latin
America, the  Philadelphia
Phillies  left-hander  Ranger
Sudrez said. "So I wentopposite. A
pitcher. It helped me stand out a
little bit”

Sudrez, 28, leads the ML.B.
withal.70eanedrun average. Af-
ter 13 seasons of professional
baseball, he has slowly but surely
traced an increasingly rare path:
from Latin America to thetopofa
major league rotation.

Numbers from the league office
show roughly 25 percent of major
league players come from Latin
America and the Caribbean, but

Many prospects on
the mound emerge
only in college.

fewer than 15 percent of starting
pitchers belong to that demo-
graphic. The position player
leaderboard is loaded with Latin
American superstars (20 of the
top 50, according to FanGraphs),
but only eight of the top 50 start-
ing pitchers in ER.A. are Latin
American.

The imbalance defies surface-
level expectations. In the age of
Juan Sato, Ronald Acuiia Jr. and
Elly De La Cruz, baseball does not
have an obvious heir to Félix
Hernéndez and Pedro Martinezas
the next great Latin American
ace. Twelve of the 25 hardest-
throwing position players are Lat-
in American, and soare 11 of the 25
hardest-throwing pitchers, so
why aren't mare of them starting
pitchers?

The top American players tend
to pitch and hit at least through
high school, and many emerge as

Chad Jennings covers the Red Sox
for The Athletic; Andy MeCullough
is a senior M.LB. writer Malt
Gelb, Britt Ghiroli and Trent Rose-
crans contributed reporting.

legitimate pitching prospects only
after their bodies and skills fur-
ther develop in college. Justin
Verlander, who grew up in Virgin-
ia and is now oneof the best start-
ing pitchers of his generation,
went undrafted out of high school
butwas the second overall pick af-
ter three years at Old Dominion.

Few Latin American players
have an opportunity to follow that
path. They often sign as young as
16, and many Latin American ma-
jor leaguers tell stories of choos-
ing a position when they were
very young, thenstaying there. As
long as they can hit, even the
strongest throwers are kept off
the mound.

Kenley Jansen of the Boston
Red Sox has the fifth-most saves
in M.L.B. history, but when he was
signed outof Curacaoasal7-year-
old in 2004, he was a catcher, and
remained so for years despite his
electric arm. When he finally
moved to the mound in 2009, he
was in the major leagues within a
vear

“If 1 were an American kid, 1
would not be a catcher in the mi-
nor leagues,' Jansen said. “Some
coach would have already turned
me into a pitcher. I would have
never hit in professional baseball.
They would have recognized the
arm.”

Although he is a four-time All-
Star, Jansen said he wonders if he
might have become a starter had
he converted sooner and had
mare time and instruction to de-
velop his secondary pitches. The
league's numbers show that 45.3
percent of Latin American players
are pitchers, but a dispropaortion-
ate number are relievers. Some of
that disparity is a financial issue.

Two decades ago, elite Latin
American  pitchers  generated
some of the largest signing bo-
nuses on the international mar-
ket Hernandez, Ervin Santana,
Francisco Rodriguez and Fran-
cisco Liriano signed for nearly
seven figures at a time when such
hefty deals were rare. Bonuses of
that size have dwindled since
M.L.B. and the players' union
agreed to cap international ama-
teur spending at §5 million per
club in the collective bargaining
agreement struck after the 2016
season. The new rules caused
teams to become mare risk-
averse, a calculus that favors hit-
ters.

In baseball, there is a popular
saying often attributed to players
from the Dominican Republic:

The Phillies left-hander Ranger Suirez said deciding to be a pitcher helped him stand out from other players from Latin America.

“You don't walk your way off the
island" It speaks to a mentality
that Latin American players have
tohit tobe signed. Plate discipline
alone will not doit, and these days
—especially for those whowant to
sign for big money — neither will
pitching. We will never know, but
the best Latin American pitcher
today just might be the guy play-
ing shortstop ar right field.

DeLa Cruz, the Cincinnati Reds
shortstop, wha is from the Domi-
nican Republic, has one of the
strongest arms in baseball. Buthe
said he has not pitched since he
was very young. Tampa Bay Rays
center fielder Jose Siri, also from
the Dominican and another of the
hardest throwers inthe game, was
maore specific : He has not pitched
since he was 9. The Mets' Domi-
nican-bomn right fielder, Starling
Marte, was once asked to pitch at
an amateur tryout but refused.

“Iwas never interested in that,"
Marte said. “1 saw other pitchers
get hit hard, and I didn't like that."

Why would he? This January,
more than 33 international ama-
teurs received signing bonuses of
at least 51 million, but none were
pitchers. The big money went to
hitters, while even the mast highly
touted arms settled for six or even
five figures.

That extends to the domestic
amateur draft, where only three
high school pitchers have ever

been selected first overall, and
two of them never reached the
majors.

On the international market
these days, teams tend to splurge
on a few promising hitters while
spreading smaller bonuses to a
handfulof young pitchers in hopes
that one or two will emerge.

The handlers who trainand pro-
mote amatewr Latin American
players, who are known as bus-
cones and who receive a cut of
signing bonuses, recognize this
spending disparity and, according
1o several executives and players
with knowledge of the interna-
tional market, sometimes push
elite Latin American players
away from the mound. A player
like Verlander, had he been born in
the Dominican Republic, might
have been showcased as a center
Tielder with the size to hit for
power and the arm strength to
handle right field.

“They try to train position play-
€rs sothey can get more money;"
the Reds' Dominican-born starter,
Frankie Montas, said. “If you can
hit, they're going to want you to
stick with hitting as long as you
can.”

Red Sox right fielder Wilyer
Abreu, who is also known for his
strong arm, said he was initially
scouted in his native Venezuela as
a two-way player, and for a while
he thought he might sign as one

But around the time he tumed 16
and the scouting intensified, the
various people running show-
cases and workouts told him to
stop wasting time on the mound.

Abreuwas the age of an Ameri-
can  high schoal sophomore,
throwing left-handed, with a fast-
ball that some scouts clockedat 80
miles per hour. Yet there was little
interest in seeing how far he could
go onthe mound.

Mexico counts the former Los
Angeles Dodgers ace Fernando
Valenzuela among its most well-
knaown baseballplayers, and since
2000, nearly 65 percent of the
Mexican major leaguers have
been pitchers. In Puerto Rico,
though, right fielder Roberto
Clemente is a national hero, and
there is a proud tradition of catch-
ers (Ivin Rodriguez, Jorge Posa-
da, the Molina brothers) and mid-
dle infielders (Roberto Alomar,
Francisco Lindor, Carlos Correa).
But Puerto Rican pitchers? They
are draft-eligible and thus unaf-
fected by the rules and quirks of
international free agency, vet
since 2000, 73 percent of Puerto
Rican-born players (107 of 146)
have been position players.

“I think everybody in Curacan
now wants to be a shortstop or a
second baseman,” Jansen said
“Nobody wants to pitch, and we
have so much great arm talent.”

There is considerable value,

though, for teams that success-
fully tap into that talent pool.

In recent years, the Houston
Astros have leaned on low-cost
Latin American starters — Fram-
ber Valdez, Cristian Javier, José
Urquidy, Luis Garcia and Ronel
Blanco — to keep their rotation
competitive amid a streak of sev-
en consecutive American League
Championship Series appear-
ances. The Phillies (Sudrez), At-
lanta Braves {Reynaldo Lopez)
and Chicago Cubs (Javier Assad)
have benefited from strong sea-
sons from Latin American start-
ers this season.

Those are outliers, though.
Since 2015, only one Latin Ameri-
«can pitcher haswon an ER A title
and only two rank in the top 25 in
‘wins above replacement for start-
ing pitchers. The Astros, New
York Mets and Miami Marlins are
the only teams to have used as
many as three Latin American
starters this season; the vast ma-
jority of teams have used one or
zero.

Even those pitchers who have
thrived might secretly wish they
still had a chance to hit

Aboutpitching, the Metsstarter
Luis Severino, who converted
from the outfield as a 15-vear-old,
said: "1 liked the adrenaline, the
competition. Butif I had tochoose,
1 would definitely be a position
player"
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Novak Djokovic during alessin the final to Rafael Nadal in
2020. Djokovic has lost to Nadal eight times at Roland Garros,

Djokovic Has Legacy
Of Greatness on Clay,

Bettered by Only One

By CHAKLI'E ECCLESHAKE

PARIS — ]5 it possible to have
won 24 Grand Slam titles and still
feel a pang of regret?

Ifyour name is Movak Djokovic,
and the regret in question is about
the French Open, then yes. For al-
most two decades at Roland Gar-
ros, Djokovic has been the right
man at the wrong time.

In the entire history of tennis,
there has been only one better
male clay-court player than
Djokovic: Rafael Nadal, who has
won 14 French Open titles and 63
ATP Tour events onclay in total.

The three-time French Open
champion Mats Wilander puts
Djokovic and Bjorn Borg, who
won sixmen's titles at Roland Gar-
ros in eight years from 1974 to
1981, level behind Nadal.

“Djokovic won three here when
Nadal was pretty much unbeat-
able," Wilander said. "1 c:mtpul
him pvl Borg, because he won six
times, but I'd put him joint-second
to Rafa”

And this year, with an injured
Nadal out of the way and the rest
of the field inexperienced in the
art of winning a Grand Slam,
Djokovic hashad hisbody fail him.

A five-set win over Francisco
Cerundolo on Monday, which ini-
tially put Djokovic into what
would have been an 18th French
Open quarterfinal, instead sent
him out of the tournament with a
torn meniscus in his right knee.
Casper Ruud, his would-be oppo-
nent, received a free pass to the
semifinals, and Djokovic's chance
to have a different kind of closure
at Roland Garros — an Olympic
gold medal, which he has craved
for so long — isin doubt.

Charlie Eccleshare covers tennis
for The Athletic.

Were it not for Nadal, D jokovic
would surely have more than
three French Open titles. Nadal
has beaten him here eight times:
in two quarterfinals, three semi-
finals and three finals.

Djokovic is still the only thing
resembling a rival that Nadal has
ad at Roland Garros. Djokovic is
nsible for half of Madal's four
career defeats at the French
Open, anduntil thistournament —
which carries an asterisk, given
Nadal's physical condition — was
the only man to beat him here in
straight sets.

There was a French Open
where Djokovic beat Nadal but
still did not win the title

That was in 2015, when it felt as
if Djokovic was cursed to never
winat Roland Garros, the one ma-
jor that eluded him in his quest to
complete the career Grand Slam.
Djokovic beat Nadal in the quar-
terfinals, but his semifinal against
Andy Murray went to five sets
and, in those days before Court
Philippe-Chatrier had a roof, had
to be played over two days, mean-
ing he had no day off before play-
ing Stanislas Wawrinka in the fi-
nal. Djokovic eventual
steam and lost to W
four sets.

The next year, Djokovic re-
turned ta finally win the title

When wou throw in six Italian
Opens, three titles in Madrid and
two in Monte Carlo, it's clear that
Djokovic is an elite clay-court
player. “A clay-court monster,” as
Gagl Monfils said last month.

Stefanos Tsitsipas, who lost to
Djokavic in the 2021 French Open
final, agrees. “With clay, you al-

vays think of Rafa as the domi-
nant ane, but Novak 1 think is nat
talked about enough on clay,’ he
said on Monday night. “He is defi-
nitely one of the best competitors

awrinka in
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A Third Straight French Open Title

Iga Swiatek defeated Jasmine Paclini, 6-2, 5-1, on Saturday in the womens singles final. Coverage at nytimes.com/athletic.
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and fighters on clay I think he's
done incredible things on the sur-
face —especially in the Rafa era,
when he was wblelobewl]um here
and in other tournaments.”

Dijokovic has been much more
successful on ather surfaces. He
has won 10 Australian Opens and
seven Wimbledons, and his win-
ning percentage on outdoor hard
courts (85 percent) and on grass
(86 percent) outstrips his 80 per-
cent on clay The man himself is
aware that it is not where he is at
his best.

“Although I grew upon clay, it is
not my favorite surface. I like to
play on hard, then on grass, and
then only on clay,” he said in 2021
“Clay is the kind of surface where
itis unpredictable, and sometimes.
for my style of play, tempo and
Hwﬂuu it can be quite challeng-
ing

Al players adjust to the surface
they are playing on, but there are
qualities that the bes[ players pos-
sess that are universally effective.
The homogenization of the sport's
three main surfaces over the past
20 or so years ass getting
slower; clay getting faster — has

also helped players dominate
across all three surfaces. Witness
the three malke players with the
maost Grand Slam titles all doing
0 inthis period.

Though Djokaovic i his best self
on hard courts, he is still almost
peerless on clay. Even if the gen-
eral makeup ofhis game —the flat
forehand, the rock-solid backhand
— makes him the archetypal hard-
court player, Djokovic has quali-
ties that are very well-suited to
clay.

One is his durability.

Just ask Carlos Alcaraz, who fell
away after two grueling sets
against Djokovic in last year's
semifinal here. Alcaraz won the
second set but then started suffer-
ing from cramps and ended up los-
ing both the third and fourth sets
by 6-1

“He's really tough on every sur-
face, but here on clay he puts so
much pressure on you in every
Alcaraz said. “In every
the first point to the last
one you have to play long rallies,
like seven, eight, nine balls. Every
rally, you have to be at your best
level

“Last year [ couldn't finish the
match at my 100 percent because,
after just two sets, I was down on
mlensn For him, it was normal!

We saw Djokovic's physicality
and defensive skills in action
ing his matches at Roland Garros
this vear.

Against the 30th-seeded Lo-
renzo Musetti, Djokovic eamed
himself three set points in the
fourth set with some outstanding
defense that ended with a devas-
tating angled backhand. To
achieve the decisive break of
serve in the fifth set against the
No. 23 seed Cerundolb, he clung
on inthe game by winning a point
he looked out of on several occa-
sions before somehow stealing it
when his opponent was hustled
into anerror,

“I had to hit my best shot every
single time!" a rueful Cerundalo
said afterward

Clay also allows Djokovic to ex-
ploit his gift as the greatest re-
turner in the spart

His percentage of service
games won is at its lowest on clay,
but his return hits its highest
games won percentage on the
same surface. He alsouses speed,
spin and depth more effectively
when returning on clay, parmer-
ing with the natural qualities of
the surface to neutralize his oppo-
nents and get them into rallies
where he will be favorite.

One of Djokovic's great skills on
clay is his ability to adapt His
game, built on that rock-solid
backhand and an angular butrela-
tively flat forehand, is perfect for
hard courts. Thriving on clay
means making tweaks.

“You see Novakeverydayon a
hard court — he hits a clean ball,

not too much topspin, not too fast,
which then makes him a complete
animal to be able to win on clay"
Wilander said. “The fact he keeps
doing this over and over again is
why I put him up there with Borg
on clay”

That ability to change his game
is his greatness, Wilander said, on
clay and across the board, and
Djokovic's completeness is exem-
plified by him being the only male
player to have won all four Grand
Slams a minimum of three imes
each.

Djokovic's peers are in awe of
his versatlity and adaptability.
Grigor Dimitroy, the No 10. seed,
who finally made his first Roland
Garros quarterfinal this year on
his 14th attempt, says, “He'sone of
the very few pla
been able to adapt to any surface
and any changes over the years”

Because of his injury, Djokovic
will not get the chance for his
fourth French Open title, but if he
returns to tennis in time for the
Olympics, he will have at least one
mare shot at closure on the courts
of Roland Garros.

The 2024 French Open will ulti-
mately go down as another tale of
woe for Djokovic, but to have
achieved all he has on clay in the
era of Nadal will go down as one of
his biggest career achievements
— even if, on this surface, the big-
gest winner in men's tennis his-
tory came out second-best.

BASKETBALL

At 38, Horford Plays Defense Against Age

By JAY KING
The atdetic

BOSTON — Al Horford of the
Boston Celtics turned 38 on Mon-
day and has long engaged in a
competition against age. Though
his longevity receives attention
because of his continued status as
akey piece on an N.B.A title con-
tender, ithas taken him decades of
work [o reach this point in his ca-
TeEr.

Horford's on-court presence isa
feat. Now wrapping up his 17th
season, he is one of five players
left from the 2007 NB.A. draft.
Only six players older than Hor-
ford logged minutes this season.
In that group, only LeBron James,
Chris Paul and Kyle Lowry were
regulars in team rotations.

In a league with enough skill
and 3-point shooting to punish
some of the best defensive cen-
ters, Horford was the oldest
N.B.A. big man to receive nightly
playing time. To date, he has
dodged the factors that can derail
acareer — injuries, wear and tear
and off-court issues

Horford entered the NBA. fi-
nals againstthe Dallas Mavericks
ranked98th in career regular-sea-
sonminutes played and 26th in ca-
reer postseason minutes played.
His teammates marvel at not just
the way he still performs, but also
theway he has set himselfl uptodo
&0

Jayson Tatum has stolen bits of
Horford's daily routine. Payton
Pritchard says he watches every-
thing Horford does topick up how
to approach the game. Coach Joe
Mazzulla, two years younger than
Horford, calls it an honor tocoach
a player like him. On a roster
loaded with hard-working veter-
ans, Horford is the role model for
other role models

He has gane to great lengths to
postpone the inevitable. Long be-

Jay King covers the Celtics for The
Athletic

ge started to diminish him
ally, he began working to-
d this type of sustained suc-
cess, Even before he considered
playing this many years in the
NBA. a realistic possibility, he
paid close attention to the work
habits of elite athletes. He picked
the brains of NB.A. legends. He
waorked briefly with Alex Guer-
rero, Tom Brady's longtime fit-
ness adviser, and sought advice
from Brady, who played for 23
NFL. seasons

If the Celtics go on to win this
championship, it will be in no
small part because of Horford's
abilitytohold off the effects of age.
t's funny,” said Horford, afive-
time N.B.A. All-Star, “becanse [
feellike everybody has been talk-

Looking to athletes
like Tom Brady for
advice on longevity.

ingabout me being old since 1 wa
like, 23 years ald. Because I was
already thinking ahead, thinking
team, thinking all these other
things, and that's just who I am."

Haorford picked up a nickname,
the Godfather, during his fresh-
man season at the University of
Florida: At 18, he was already no-
nonsense

“He just had this ability tolea
said Duke Werner, the men's bas-
ketball athletic trainer at Florida
and now the school's assistant
athletic director for sports health.
“The way he went about his busi-
ness, he was just very profes-
sionalat a young age"

In the early 2000s, the Gators
were prioritizing recovery for
their athletes. Under Werner and
Coach Billy Donovan, it was man-
datory for players to receive re-
covery (reatments afler each

practice. Among the options were
massage therapy, cryotherapy
and flexibility programs

Wemner emphasized these ac-
tivities were crucial — and not just
on the days the players were feel-
ing less than their best. For teen-
agers, the importance of proper
physical maintenance does not al-
‘ways come easily. But for Horford,
who had watched his father, Tito,
take great care of himself throu gh-
outalong professional basketball
career that included 63 pames
over three N.B.A. seasons, the
message sank in quickly

“At that age, alot of guys aren't
doing that," Werner said. “There
are a lot of other things thev're
worried about other than trying to
stay healthy"

When Horford arrived on cam-
pus, Werner and Donovan dis-
cussed the need for him to im-
prove his lateral quickness and
explosiveness. They believed his
body was too stifft. Horford took
the message to heart

He averaged 22.8 minutes per
game as a freshman on a team
that starred Anthony Roberson,
David Lee and Matt Walsh, While
finishing 24-8 in 20045, the
Gators were building the founda-
tion of a team that would goon to
win back-to-back national cham-
pionships.

Horford and  his recruiting
class, which included Joakim
Noahand Corey Brewer, tookover
the reins of the team the next sea-
san. At practices, Florida did an
injury prevention program before
stretching

According to Werner, the play-
ers went through four stations,
which included ankle and lower
back work. For a while, Werner
and Donovan believed Horford
and Brewer were too lax in their
attitude during that portion of
practice. Eventually, Werner and
Donovan called the two players
into the office.

“From then on, boy, Horf was
serious,” Werner said.

| N.B.A. FINALS

Horford said Werner's advice
persuaded him to take better care
of his body. During a three-year
career at Florida, he missed two
games. Werner remembered Hor-
ford had only one injury at the
school.

“l'had ahigh ankle sprain," Hor-
ford said, “and I kind of played
through it”

The Godfather approached ev-
erything from the film room to the
weight room with great diligence
After winning the national title as
sophomores, Horford, Noah,
Brewer and Taurean Green re-
turned to Florida and did it again
as juniors. In the summer of 2007,
those four plus their teammate
Chris Richard were selected in the
N.B.A. draft.

“They all played in the N.BA."
Wemer said. “We always kind of
had a guess that he would proba-
bly stick around the longest”'

Horford has investigated the
approaches of elite athletes be-
sides Brady, including the soccer
player Cristino Ronaldo and
James, whohas beenin the N.B.A
for 21 seasons. If he found some-
thing that would benefit him, he
pursued it. In his 20s, he reached
out to Manu Ginébili and Vince
Carter — N.B.A. All-Stars who
played into their 40s — for advice
Hefirst hired a personal cook dur-
ing his second N.B.A. season. His
current one has been with him for

10 years

Atthe Celtics' practice facility in
early Febr hours before &
game ag'nnst J'nue: s Lakers,
Horford raved about the way the
39-year-old has adjusted! Ame
with age. It seemed telling that
Horford, who understands the
physicnl investment James has
made over the vears, focused
mare on James's ability to adapt
aver time.

These davs, Horford said,
James is more likely to let one of
his teammates tzke control of the
offense while he works off the ball

“It's not easy to adjust to the
game," Horford said.

Harford should know. Not many
playvers in this generation have
dane it better: He did not attempt
10 3-pointers in a single season un-
til the seventh season of his
reer, but he eventually became a
knockdown outside shooter be-
cause he saw where the game was
headed and what he would need to
survive in it.

After shooting 44.6 percent on
Fpoint attempts last season, he
made 419 percent on such
tempts this season. With modifi-
cations to his game, he has found
new ways to make an impact even
as some of his athleticism wanes.

Years ago, Danny Ainge pre-
dicted Horford would be the rare
star able to thrive inasmaller rale

Al Horford is one of five play-
ersleft from the 2007 N.B.A.
draft. He haslong been dili-
gent about staying healthy

late in his career. It was the first
time Horford had considered play-
ing till 40.

“Danny Ainge is the one that
put that in my head a little bit"
Horford said

Ain gebelieved in the possibility
for several reasons: He embraced
a clean lifestyle. He possessed an
adaptable game, a healthy body
and the right mentality
“He's a versatile player Ainge
id. “He may not be the same
player at 40 that he is at 32 but
he's going to be able to still con-
tribute, and that's partofit. It's not
just the body part, but the mental
part. T think Alhas the humility to
just play a lesser role and be part
of ateam.”

Horford accepted a sixth-man
role this season for the first time in
his career. He attempted a career-
low 6.4 field goals per game dur-
ing the regular season. The Celtics
used him primarily as a floor
spacer, not the offensive hub he
used to be.

To preserve his body, he sat out
one leg of regular-season back-to-
backs. He still prepared to handle
large minutes when necessar
That need arrived early in the
playoffs when Kristaps Porzingis
injured a calf muscle in the Celtics'
first-round series against Miami.
‘With Porzingis out until the finals,
Horford slid into the starting line-
up.

ToHorford's teammates, itis no
secret why he is still a major fac-
tar in his 17th season. He does not
take days off

Horford has long thought about
hiz future. How much longer does
he hope to play?

“My whole thing has always
been this: as long as I feel good
i Horford said in Febru-
don't want to feel limited. 1
don't want to be not myself out
there. So Idon't want to put alimit
onit”
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SOCCER

Team Ownership Rules Complicate the Next Move of a Young Star

By TARIQ PANJA

LONDON — To soccer's new
generation of superrich investors
—  risk-friendly  billionaires,
American hedge funds, wealthy
gulf states — the appeal of anew
madel for team ownership lay in
its simple strategy.

By sweeping up not just a single
team but multiple squads and
hundreds of players into expan-
sive multiclub networks, these
rich new owners believed they
could leverage efficiency, best
practices and volume into success
on the field.

Red Bull, the energy drink
maker, pioneered the model. Man-
chester City, the English cham-
pion financed by the wealth of the
United Arab Emirates, supersized
it through its City Football Group.
Jim Ratcliffe, the chairman of the
chemicalsgiant INEOS, brought it
toManchester United when he ac-
quired a major stake in the club
last year.

But one of the biggest attrac-
tions of multiclub ownership has
now Tun up against a significant
challenge: European soccer's
governing body is changing the
rules,

The problem, European soccer
leaders said, is that matches be-
tween teams controlled by the
same ownership group could com-
promise the fairness of continen-
tal competitions and open the
door to self-dealing in socoer's §7
billion-a-vear player trading mar-
ket.

Aleksander Ceferin, European
soccer's top administrator, has
tried to straddle the divide. In a
podcast interview last year, he
suggested that the multiclub mod-
el represented a danger to the
sport, even as he courted invest-
ors by saying that the rules on
such ownership might be eased
under the Champions League's
new format.

The current flashpoint involves
one of the most celebrated stories
of the recently completed Euro-
pean soccer season: the Spanish
club Girona and its talented 20-
year-old Brazilian forward named
Sévio.

Girona finished third in the
Spanish league last season, its
fourth yearin the country's top di-
vision. That performance earned
the team a place next season in
the Champions League, Europe's
richest club competition, and
drew the eve of some of the conti-
nent's biggest clubs to Girona's
top talents.

‘When it came to signing Savio,

DAVIE) B CRFAT/EFA, WA SHUTTERSTOCK

The Brazilian forward Savio played for the Spanish club Girona last season. He will play in the Champions League next season. For which Lean‘]? Thats not clear yet.

Manchester City had an advan-
tage. Its owner, the brother of the
rulerofthe UA.E, is alsothe hold-
er of the single largest ownership
stake in Girona. So the next stop
for Girona's breakout star did not
seem tobein doubt. The newswas
all but confirmed in February,
when the social media influencer
Fabrizio Romano, who s pecializes
in player trading news, declared
the deal done.

“Manchester City have signed
all documents to sign Sévio from
July 1" he wrote in a message to
his 20 million-plus followers on X
that began with a red-siren emaoji.

Therights to Sdvio, though, did-
n't actually belong to Girona. The
player had been on loan from the
French club Troyes, which is also
a member of the City Football
Group.

Those tyvpes of multiple hold-
ings have become commonplace
in world soccer in the past half
decade: Data from UEFA, Euro-
pean soccer's governing body, has
identified more than 180 teams
worldwide, employing more than
6,500 players, that are now part of
multiclub networks,

That has created a problem for
UEFA. In the past, it had focused
maostly on how team ow nership af-
fected its competitions, ruling that
a single owner could not control
multiple teams in the same event.

But with multiclib control an
the rise and critics complaining
about the integrity of Europe’s
biggest tournaments — not to
mention fears that storied, proud
clubs are being reduced to mere
feeder teams — UEFA has intro-
duced temporary rule changes.

Under the revised regulations,
ifan owner reduces its holdings in
one of its clubs to less than 30 per-
«cent, both teams would be permit-
ted to play in UEFAs tourna-
ments, provided that the teams
also ensure they are separately
run, without shared board mem-
bers and other direct commercial
or sparting ties.

These rules will be granted for
only ane season, allowing more
time for owners to divest a stake
in a competing club below the
threshold required by UEFA.

Such an accommodation was
made last season for the Ameri-
can owners of A.C, Milan and the
French team Toulouse, prompting
reparts in November that Red
Bird, the company that controls
both teams , was locking for a buy-
er for Toulouse,

The revised rules on plaver
movement, though, will be strict.
Clubs involved in multiclub own-
ership arrangements would be
barred from loaning ar trading
any players between their teams
if they were participating in the
same competition. (This rule, too,
was in place for Milan and several
other teams last season.)

That would mean Savio's much-
heralded arrival at Manchester
City, the Premier League cham-
pion, would have to be put on hold
if both City and Girona were to
play in the Champions League
next season. He would still be
clear to take part, but it would be
unlikely that he could do soin a
sky blue Gty uniform.

(The same issue could affect a
prospeclive move by Jean-Clair
Todibo, a defender at the French

club Nice —owned by Ratcliffe —
to Manchester United. United and
Nice have both qualified for a dif-
ferent UEFA competition, the Eu-
ropa League, next season. “We
understand the UEFA regula-
tions," Ratcliffe’'s company, IN-
EOS, said in a statement, adding,
“0Our abjective is for both clubs to
play in the Europa League. We
now await UEFA's decision.")

City Football Group said it had
been in contact with officials at
UEFAfor months inorder tofinda
‘way toclear both Manchester City
and Girona to play in the Champi-
ons League. All clubs had a dead-
line of this past Monday to file fi-
nal documentation.

UEFA declined to comment on
the proposed deal, but a final deci-
sion on team eligibility is expected
o be announced next month.

A Club Soccer Fight
Intrudes on Euro 2024

In front of the Brandenburg
Gate in Berlin, the street has
been blanketed in artificial turf,
and a set of gigantic goal posts
has been erected. On the water-

front in Hambwrg,
R(lm’ two dozen shipping
SMHH containers have
been painted in the
ON
SOCCER

colars of the com-
peting nations.
Part of Leipzig's
zoo hasbeen handed over for a
program of cultural events,
though presumably not the bit
with the tigers.

Across Germany, the flags are
being draped, the marketing
plans are being finalized and
anything bearing the loga of
something other than one of
UEFA's official s ponsors is being
unceremoniou sty hidden from
view. After six years of planning,
the European soccer champi-
onship— Euro 2024 — is just
days away. The teams will start
arriving imminently. The fans, in
the hundreds of thousands, will
follow close behind them.

For the rest of Europe, mean-
wihile, these are the glorious,
hazy days before the camival
begins — a time filled with bun-
ting and sticker albums, stirring
television montages, speculative
lineups and sweet nostalgia. Or,
rather, they should be, because it
ishard not to suspect that every-
one is going through the motions.

It'snot that there isno appe-
tite for a tournament radition-
ally outshane only by the World
Cup. But it is definitely of the
muted variety. All of the emo-
tions ordinarily associated with
one of soccer's showpieces —
hope, excitement, fear, wonder
about how England will sabotage
itsell — have been overshadowed
by something else, something
clozer ta ennui.

The most immed iate explana-
tion for why that might be proba-
bly lies in soccer's calendar,
which has fallen out of sync in
the past four years. The men's
‘World Cup ended only 18 months
ago. The last men's European
Championship was three years

Rory Smith is a global sports
correspandent for The New York
Times. Sign up for his weekly
world soccer newsletter at my-
times.com /rory.

ago, not four. The game's body
clock has gone awry. Itis as if
the sport as a whole is suffering
from jet lag.

Much — though naot all — of
that can be attributed to soceer's
attempts to make up for time lost
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. There has been an almost
constant trrent of soccer since
that unwanted breal in 2020,
The extent to which that has
exhausted the players has been
well documented, but the same
lagic applies to fans, too. The
more games there are, the less
they all seem to matter.

(This, certainly, is an issue
affecting the Copa América,
which also starts this month.
Between 2011 and 2020, the Copa
América seemed to take place
almast constantly. They were
never not plaving the Copa
América. After a while, it became
very hard to get too worked up
about it unless, presumably, vour
nation was involved, and even
then it was astretch.)

But there is a more immediate
factar in soocer's summer mal-
aise, one that was laid bare on
Tuesday, when The Times of
Londaon published details of
Manchester City's long-awaited
legal action against the Premier
League, a battle that has the
potential — and this isnot an
exaggeration — to change the
most popular sports league in
the world bevond recognition.

City's primary aim, as stated in
165 pages of court papers that
are simultaneously grave and
absurd, is to abolish the league's
Tules on Associated Party Trans-
actions, the catchy name givento
spansorship deals struck by
clubs with companies linked to
their owners.

ity eontends that those cam-
panies should be able to pay
‘what they like for such deals,
rather than something close to
the market rate. The current
rules, which require the latter,
are anti-competitive, the club's
lawyers say, and if they are not
lifted, then City will have no
chaice but to stop funding its
women's team and ils communi-
ty work. If that sounds like a
naked threat, it's because it is.

The possible consequences of
‘what appears to be anoff-
puttingly technical case could be

FRANCE

Kylian Mbappéwill try to win the Euros in Frances shirt before pulling on Real Madrids na(tsea;nn.

FRANCE PRESSE — GETTY

— cumar
After Erling Haaland and Manchester City celebrated a fourth
straight Premier League title, the club’s legal battle flared up,

THTTERSA A

profound. Should Manchester
City succeed in overturning the
rules, it would be the end for
anything close to cost controls in
the Premier League. That would
give free rein to the club — and
Newcastle, which like City is
backed by what is in effect an
agency of a nation state — to
pump as much money into their
caffers as they like.

Inkeeping with the spirit of
the times, of course, City has
dressed thisupin populist rheto-
ric about overturning a hated
and sell-interested elite, and has
thrown in a healthy dose of

flawed libertarian economics.
The reality is different: City's
aim is the abolition of any
specter of competition.

Being able and willing to sink
hundreds of millions of dollars
into a soccer team without wor-
rying about losses would be a
prerequisite for success. Such an
environment would, most likely,
make the Premier League a
spectacularly unattractive in-
vestment for anvone except
other nation states. At least some
af the American owners that
currently populate the league
would, most likely, have little

choice but to call it quits.

Even if the case fails, the out-
look is not much brighter. Later
this year, City is scheduled to
face — at langlast — a hearing
on the 115 charges it faces of
breaching some of the league's
financial rules.

It has now not only questioned
the legality of at least some of
the rules under which it will be
tried, but made it very clear that
everything else is open to chal-
lenge, too. It is not that City
wants to prove itself innocent of
the charges. It wants to burn
down the whole edifice that
allowed it to be accused in the
first place.

There isno obvious route back
to smoath sailing for the Premier
League from here. The league's
reality now is that it contains at
least one team — its best team —
that wants to abalish nat only the
rules but also the mechanism for
making the rules. The legal docu-
ments describe the way the
Premier League is run asa “tyr-
anny of the majority” (In this
case, that appears to be a syn-
onym for “democracy.) City"
am appears t be to turn it into a
much more traditional form of
tyranmy

But while the stakes are un-
questionably high, the timing of
the legal developments — a
couple of weeks before the Euro-
pean Championship — felt signif-

Manchester City vs.
the Premier League
casts a long shadow.

icant, too, International soccer is
not as accomplished as its club
equivalent. Major tournaments
are not, as they once were, a
showcase for the game in its
highest form, a place to see what
the future looks like.

The international game's ap-
peal is precisely that it is differ-
ent: abreak from the endless
churn of the club game, a switch
intone and focus and, to some
extent, pace. It is an escape
walve for the emotional pressure
that builds up over the course of
along and arduous season. In its
basest form, it gives everyone
someone different to berate.

As the (appropriately) intense
coverage of the Premier
League's most pressing exist-
ential tussle proved, though, the
idea of a break from chub soccer
isanathema Thisis not deliber-
ate, of course: The Premier
League has not decided to fall
apart in June an purpose, simply
because fans' eyeballs were
drifting elsewhere.

Instead, it is a function of how
all-consuming the club game has
‘become, how supporting a team
no longer appears to be an occa-
sional, passive leisure activity,
but an active, full-time job — ane
that demands permanent atten-
tion and public performance, one
that is inextricably entwined
with your very sense of sell.

In that landscape, a major
WOUFNAMENt Can ever capture
the imagination because the club
season never ends, not really
There is always another mana-
gerial appointment, another
player transfer, another attempt
to reshape the rules of the league
so that they meet your highly
personal definition of fair

That is not to say, of course,
that Euro fever will not sweep
the continent at some point in
the next four weeks. By the time
the latter stages roll around,
eight countries, at least, will be
Tully engaged. But even as the
prospect of glory draws ever
closer, there will be abuzz, a
naise in the background, an
inescapable reminder that real
life goes on, that the summer
ends, that this is not the part of
the game that really matters.
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AN OPEN LETTERTO
THE TELEVISION
ACADEMY

June 9, 2024
Dear Hollywoods

Please let this be the year we finally embrace change. The year we
truly find Equity, and see artists of color represented across not just one

category, but ALL categories.

I know you're tired of hearing words like "inclusivity" and
"diversity" - treading water while you try to understand how to put actions

behind these sentiments.

Look no further! It's simple! There are hundreds of prolific
non-white artists who deserve to be considered for Awards this year:; not because
they are simply... Black, Brown, Indigenous or Asian but because they are truly
great... exceptional artists who have achieved that greatness with a foot on their

neck for far too long.
Let this be the start of a new era.

Let us not continue to white wash our Awards shows. Instead let
this year be the catalyst that inspires the Next Generation of minority and
underrepresented artists...a generation who might finally see a reflection of

themselves on that stage and think ...
"If they can, maybe I can too..."

Your peer,

John Leguizamo
Writers Actor, Producer, Director & Colombian American
who won't ever let anyone tell him "no"

ee®
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THIS WEEK FROM THE ARTS DESK
CULTURE DIARY THE QUEUE
Oluremi C. Onabanjo I'm the West Africa bureau chief,
PHOTOGRAFPHY CURATOR covering 25 countries from my

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

As a curator in the photography
department of the Museum of
Modern Art and a Ph.D. candidate
in art history at Columbia, Oluremi
C. Onabanjo squeezes as many
exhibitions and talks as she can
into an already packed schedule.

“I tend to absorb heaps of im-
ages, texts and sounds in one day”
she said. A New Yorker for the past
12 years, she previously lived in
Kano and Lagos, Nigeria; Johan-
nesburg; Fair Lawn, N.J.; and Dar
es Salaam, Tanzania.

“Living in New York has given
me a political education,” she said,
“taught me how to look alongside
and think with artists, and made
me sensitive to how the forces of
history structure the contempora
conditions of social life”

Onabanjo tracked a few days of
her cultural life, noting some of the
books, music and conversations
that inspired her. These are edited
excerpts from phone and email
interviews. ANNIE ARMSTRONG

WEDNESDAY
At the moment, my days start at 5 am. [ am

cur |<-|1H\-A B. D Laﬂ buld\hel tationy, which

i teh. With a full-
jnb this requires heing |e=mucolul\\ ith my

g early to crank out twao hours' worth

ming before heading to the
that Tcan hopefully fin full draft of
¥ December. At first it wa ;
going because I Ily a morning pel
san, but the waords are coming more e:

months pass — especially as the sun rises earlier
to keep me compa
READING 0D
R

LISTENING TO

THURSDAY

‘We recently closed a yearlong presentation of
Ernest Cole's waork on the fourth floor of the
museum. We took Cole's 1967 photo book, “House
of Bondage" as a site of departure for an exhibi-
tion on the structures of settler colonialism and
apartheid in South Afr well as their echoes
stateside. Aperture rereleased that book, along
with a new one, "Emest Cole: The True Amer
ica" which takes up his photographic production
in the United States — the subject of a forthcom-
ing documentar:

leagues in the field about the politics of curatori-
al practice. This is what made “The Radical
Practice of Black Curation” so special. Organized
b Tina Campt at Princeton University and Tavia
ng'o at the Park Avenue Armory over two

avs, an international group of curators came
together to think about the status of Black cura-
torial work in a time of “racial reckoning.” It »
apreciaus convention for me, spent thinkin
aloud alongside the brilliant curators Gabi
cobo and Legacy Russell, both directors
cial centers of experimental art

READING D
m ¥

SATURDAY

On Saturdays, ]apcnd \roslol my time Iookmz
and reading i
galleries and
an the subw.

v or at a pit stop fm' coﬂee mld

t |||\.Iud" Fr o

gosian, "Melissa Cody: Webbed Skwe"‘
at MoMA PS1 (which 1 loved during its first stop
at MASP in S&o Paulo), Sonia Delaunay at the
Bard Graduate Center, Counter Histories at
Magnum Foundation and Arthur Jafa at 52
‘Walker. Mo matter who ison view, I stop by
Artists Space.
READING *
W iy

USTEN\NG TO 30

SUNDAY

1 often joke that one of the reasans I'm still in
New York is because [ live uptown. I've never
resided below 110th Street, and I have no incli
tion of changing that anytime soon. One of my
favorite places in Harlem is Revalution Books, an
independent bookstore. I've witnessed some of
the most nuanced conversations about politics
and culture, theory and cri ide and in
front of that boakstore. On a good day; 1
secondhand book from one of their car
front and pop across the street for a bottle of
wine from Pompette. The owners are good peo-
ple and just opened a pretty excellent wine bar
next door, Musette.

PHOTI:

From top: Oluremi C. Onabanjo, a MoMA
photography curator, preparing for an
exhibition; browsing at Revolution Books
in Harlem; creating  tentative floor plan
for the exhibition; reviewing a photograph
by Seydou Keita with a colleague

MONDAY

I'm spending a great deal of time with our hold-
ings of West and Central African studio portrai-
ture, thinking through how these pictures pow-
ered notions of Pan-African subjectivity and
solidarity during decolonization and the civil
rights period. After work, I stop by Harlem
Yoga Studio for an evening vinyasa class befare
walking home.

READING "7

Ispent a good chunk of today processing re-
search photographs and notes gathered over a

research trip on Afro-Atlantic futures with r
colleague and friend Thomas J. Lax, who is
MoMA's media and performance curator, and
André Lepecki, a professor of performance

studies at N.YU. Over two weeks last December,

we visited Afro-Brazilian quilhmbos {maroon
societies) and autonomous art spaces in Sap
Paulo, Piaui and Rio de Janeiro.

Once a month, I make a point to listen to

music downtown. I'm open to all sarts of genres,

but there's nothing like sesing jazz live —espe-
cially with stages like the V e Vanguard still
around. When our schedules align, my friend
Gabrielle Davenport (a and performance
programmer and co-found er of BEM Books)
joins m

Tonight, we saw the pianist Gerald Clayton
and his band. They filled our senses and stilled
nd. A true feat and exquisite gift, in a city
like this

base in Senegal. | try to read a lot,
but even listening to audiobooks
on 2x speed, | can't get through
half my virtual book stack

RUTH MACLEAN
TOUKI BOUKI
FILM

Onmy daily walks around Dakar, Sene-
gals coastal capital, I try to spat lacations
from this 1973 nn_lelp\em Dby Dijibril Diop

the past

vear nlm the purple flares
and apen spaces are mostly gane. But the
atmosphere and style that “Touki Bouki"”
captured is stillhere

From “Touki Bouki"

ABDOULAYE KONATE
ART
If I were in Brussels, I'd go to Abdoulay

Galerie Templon.

1 artist who creates huge,
merizing tapestries from
bazin fabric and embroidery. I'll have to be
content to look at photos of his exhibition
atthe last biennale in Dakar — the re-
gion's hoitest art event, this
uled for November.

KING OF BOYS

TELEVISION
hat I love about Netfl
gerian series isthat every so often the
lead character, Eniola Salami— a malia
boss and for| |1‘|d'1b|e middle-aged woman
— will pause. The action will stop. And
Salami, played by a withering Sola
Sobowale, will come out with the perfect
Yoruba proverb for the occasion.

first original

I5E FRONTLINLS B4

THE FRONTLINES OF PEACE
K

Séverine Autesserre argues that peace is
local insiders, not by
electins or what she calls
the multibillion-dolar
rhere outsiders try to end con-
As anoutsider trying to understand
conflicts, I find this book useful.

TEMS

MUSIC
“If Orange Was a Place," Tem: 021 E.P,
is ane of three things I ve downloaded an
Spotify, so [ tend to listen to it when I'm on
a plane somewhere over the Sahel or
Nigeria, her birthplace. It's somehow the
perfect accompaniment, her rich voice
cutting through the airplane noise.
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For Glen Powell, part of the job
of making movies is selling them.
BY BROOKS BARNES | PAGE8

1 ELEVISION

“SUFFS IS A THEATRICAL MASTERPIECE
and a reminder of the power of storytelling to spark change and propel us towards a
future of equality. With unmatched brilliance, passion, heart and humor, this remarkable

productmn lS not ]llSt a musical; 1t‘s a transformative experlence that :

~ Forbes
* €3 Music Box Theatre 239 W 45th 8t suIIsMuserom




THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

o0

Headliner

MY TEN

Kirby Walks the Red Carpets in Doc Martens

When Kirby accepted the role of Ruby — a Bondish M-
meets-( foil to a private detective played by Colin Farrell —
in the Apple TV + series “Sugar” she found herself among
ndred spirits. “All of us sort of bounce,” she said about the
ability of her co-stars Farrell and Amy Ryan to move seam-
lessly between drama and comedy. Kirby's own bouncing
has taken her to shows like “Killing Eve” and “Bany.” She
stars as a commercial cleaner in her latest film, “We Strang-
ers,” an observation on assimilation and belonging. In a vid-
eo call from Los Angeles, Kirby (who last year dropped her
surnames Howell-Baptiste) spoke about her cultural necessi-
ties. These are edited excerpts. kaTHRYN sHATTUCK

1 £ ROTE

1 D.LY. Massage With Lacrosse Balls

round with youeverywhere. Su-
pereasy, but it's fantastic. Ijust roll it
around on my back or my foot. It's instant
pain relief.

2 Fly by Jing Sauces

e these incredible Chinese sauces
hef called Jing. You can put them
vthing and anything — from boiled
eggstoramennoodles. I buy these
sprouted peanuts from the farmers' mar-
ket. And then just chopup some shallots,
do some black sesame seed and mixthe

s truly a winner

3 A Good Body Scrub

I'veonly had a couple of facials in my life,
and Idon't alway keas muchtimeas
should for those things. But a good bod:

I
scrub — I feel renewed, and you can da it
at home. T would love to have ane that 1 ‘I'm sort of a magpie. |

could tell you that's my go-to, but I actu- .
ally don't Maybe someone can read this | O¥€ SAIMY things. 'm

and become my favorite brand, not really like a
diamond gid, but | do
4 Farmers’ Markets love if there are

That's one of the things 1actually beautiful old gems.

t when I'm not in Los Angele:
-al [ make from the farmers' ma
feels so much more nutritious and deli-
cious than anything I could ever make
from the supermarket with the exact
sameingredients.

5 Filling Starbucks Cups With Water

I drink vast amounts of water, so much so
that my boyfriend tells me that I'm dilut-
ing my blood. I just think that he and most
people are dehydrated. Ikeep theme
erywhere. I feel like what happens is, if
voudaon't drink enough water,
the point where you feel like
dying

u'realmost

6 Vintage Gold Jewelry

I'm sort of amagpie. I love shiny things
I'm not really like a diamond girl, but Ido
love if there are beautiful old ger
boyfriend recently bought me an abso-
lutely stunning gald ring that lodked like
branches, and it had emeralds init. It was
probably one of the greatest gifts I've
ever been given. Certainly the best gift
that manhas ever given me.

7 Doc Martens

Prabably one of my big London tells is
that I'm a girl who loves Doc Martens.
I've wornthem inlieu of heels onred
carpets multiple times. It doesn't feel like
vou phonedit in, and you get to be the
only woman who's comfortable all night.

8 Thrift Stores

My mom has always been a market trader
in London. She did Portobello Road for a
long time, and that's largely a vint:
et. 1 kind of joke when I say th
other peaple's stuff. There's a
behind it, a story. L also feel very pa
ately about recycling and reusing the
resources that we have here. I feel like we
haveeverything we need. We just have to
distribute it better.

9 AFlat White and a Good Croissant

I'm pretty English in that I'm a tea girl. So
coffee becomes kind of my tr 1 find a
coffee shop, I'll sit down perhaps witha
book, sometimes with nothing, and look
and think with a good flat white and a
really good croissant. It resets me.

10 ‘A Seat at the Table' by Solange

If sameon: id vou could only listen to
one album for the rest of your life, I think
it would be that one. I remem stening
to it when it first came out. I w lming in
Pittsburgh, I had a couple of days offand
wanted to go to ngton, D.C., be-
cause the National Museum of African
American History and Culture had just
opened. 1 did the drive onmy own, and I
played that album theentire way.

g
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Students, some barely adolescent and seme adults, come from all over the world to study at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. Here, Dimitries Mattas and his double bass struggle through the airport.

The Students
In This School

Live Entirely
For Their Music

By JOSHUA BARONE | Photographs by JAMES ESTRIN

priapiLpHIA — Delfin Demiray had packed too much. She was
her home in Ankara, Turkey, for the Curtis Institute of
in Philadelphia. An 18-year-old who had never been to
the United States, she didn’t know what to expect.

As she prepared for her flight in August, loading her suitcases
with clothes and books, she was still surprised at the tum her life
had taken. Demiray had played piano sinc s 8, and had a
gift for reproducing music she heard on TV at the keyboard; she
also liked to improvise with friends and write melodies of her
own. But she didn't think of herself as a composer until a year
ago, when she applied to Curtis and, to her shock, was accepted.

Her move to the United States would make her parents empty-
nesters, but she tried not to think too much about the sadness of
saying goodbye. “It's just how life is,”

he wa

;" said Demiray, now 19. “[
feel like they are living their dreams through me.

Her story is not so rare at Curtis, an extremely selective, tu-
ition-free school whose roughly 150 students come from around
the world to study with almost monastic focus. Even among con-
servatories, it is exceptional, with a wide age range — from pre-
adolescence to post-baccalaureate adulthood — and a person-
alized approach, of schedules and repertoire, for musicians who
live almost entirely for their art. “We know what it feels like to
have to go to bed early on a Saturday night because you have to
wake up Sunday morning for a lesson,” said Dillon Scott, a vial
student, “and we all know what it feels like to have a perform-
ance that was objectively good, but still could've been better”

Some of the students are already professionals who perform
outside school, as well as on the campus of Curtis, which mal
tains a full orchestra, an opera program and chamber music
groups. Many of the musicians form friendships that lead to col-
laborations that endure throughout their careers. The list of
alumni reads like a musical hall of fame, with titans like Leonard
Bemstein and current stars like Lang Lang and Hilary Hahn.

During the 2023-24 year, The New York Times followed five
students as they settled into new lives, pushed their artistry and
planned as much as they could for an uncertain future.
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Glen Powell understands what
studios and audiences crave.

By BROOKS BARNES
LOS ANGELES — The cookies weren't selling.

It was a blustery day in suburban Austin,
Texas in 1996 and Lauren and Leslie Powell
had asales quota to meet for their Girl Scout
troop. But it was that cookie time of ye;
Thin Mints and Caramel deLites were seenr
ingly up for grabs everywhere.

Glen, their 8-year-oldbrother, suggested a
marketing gambit. “He had us make signs
that advertised ‘free gift with every pur-
«chase, and we put them up aroundthe neigh-
baorhood,” Leslie recalled

Glen was the gift.

“He would hide in some honeysuckle
bushes and pop out after a purchase to per-
form Elvis songs" she said, laughing.
“That's my big brother. Ain't nothin' but a
hound do,

1 confess: Until I heard stories like that
one — and spent time with the hound dog
himself — 1 didn't have high hopes for this
profile. Glen Powell? I figured he was a
dumb jock who coasted into a movie career
on his all-American good looks. Boring

Yes, fine, Powell has been having a bona
fide Hollywood moment. He stood nude ona
Cliff tap with Sydney Sweeney in “Anyane
but You" at Christmas. He is currently star-
ring on Netflix in “Hit Man," a comedy-
drama-thriller-romance. And in July, Powell
will be outrunning big-budget tornadoes in
“Twisters.”

But a superstar in the making? Cmon.

Imet Powell, 35, for breakfast in April at
the Sunset Tower Hotel in West Hollywood,
Calif. He showed up in a tight blue polo acces-
sorized with a chain necklace and chest hair
(Perhaps he was in character, I snarked to
myself, as Good-Looking Frat Guy, a bit part
he played in “Stuck in Love," a 2012 ro-
mance.) An omelet was ardered. Tabasco
sauce was summaoned and squirted.

He scratched his armpit.

Gaot it.

Over the next twoand ahalf hours, howev-
er, a captivating person emerged. He dis-
manted my cynical assumptions one by one
— starting with the notion that he had
coasted into amoviecareer. In fact, he strug-
gled for vears to gain a foothold in Holl
wood. His first agency dropped him. “Lucky
to be cast as adead body in a crime show,"
Powell was told after the split.

It also became clear why studios finally
started to see Powell as a ticket-selling suc-
cessar to Tom Cruise, Matt Damon, Keanu
Reeves Will Smith and other aging (or prob-
lematic) action stars: Powell has a sharp
mind for business, and, at least for now, box-
affice dollars motivate him more than
awards. He has also acquired abit more rug-
gedness with age, making him a mare credi-
ble leading man.

“To be a lasting success in Hollywood,
have to make people money,” he said.
have to go: “Who is the audience for this?
Are you giving peaple a reason to buy tick-
ets?’ And if vou don't have a very clear an-
SWEL,INOVE 01, RO matter how muchyoumay
love the script or want to wark with the di-
rector!

Hecrossed hisarmsand leaned across the
table

“1 find the gamification of the business
fun," he continued. "How do we make amov-
ie thatis rewatched and rewatched over dec-
s?" He cited a half-dozen examy
dudmg "Field of Dreams," “Training Da
and "Tootsie," and added, “When a movie is
really 'mclm ble — engaging enough tocap-
tivate generations of people — that's true
cultural power”

1 stammered and tried to process the
“Tootsie” shout-out.

Powell charged forward “Small, intimate
movies are also on my hingo boardofthings 1
want to do," he said. "But rewatchable is an
important word. This is where Ithink actors
who want to be serious get it wrong. Flog-
ging vourself and showing how tortured and
serious you can be — people often dan't re-
watch, which takes all the power out of it."

You have to understand: Actors almost
never talk this way They usually insist their

career plans involve “just letting things hap-
pen,” perhaps sensing thathaving box-office
ambitions could expose them as uncool. Or
set themselves up for failure.

Publicity can be another touchy matter.
It's part of the job; studios pay stars to act in
films — and to promote them. But a lot of
stars, including Emma Watson, Adam
Driver, Joaguin Phoenix, Lupita Nvong'o, Jo-
nah Hill and Bradley Cooper, do nat like to
serve themselves up endlessly for inter-
views. It's an anxiety-provoking drag: Can't
we just let our work speak for itself?

Powellis the opposite,

“l alwaysfindit lame when actors are like:
‘Ijust want toactin the movie. Idon't want to
promote the movie,'" he said. “If you want
this career, part of your job — a big part —is
doing everything you can to help
movies. Doing publicity matters. You've got
to give people a reason to care.”

Just like selling cookies.

“STOP TRYING TO MAKE Glen Powell hap-
pen," read one cardboard sign.

“It's never gonna happen,” read another.

Powell's parents, Cyndy and Glen Powell
Sr, were holding the makeshift placards
above their heads at a promotional event for
“Hit Man" last nth. The gag was part
comment on their son's success. The mov
directed by Richard Linklater, gave Powell
his first title role: sink ar swim, all on him.
His parents were also paking fun at the wolu-
minous media aftention that Junior had
lately received.

The stunt generated an inferno of “Hit
Man" publicity, in part because Powell
fanned the flames. “The Hitman. . . Killed by
his own parents,” he posted, along with ery-
ing with laughter emajis, on Instagram,
where he has L6 million followers.

It was a savvy piece of self-deprecation —
coming at a moment when, frankly, he does
seem a bit overexposed. In cahoots with
Sweeney, his "Anyone but You" co-star, Pow-
ell aggressively worked the publicity circuit
in December and January to suppaort llnl
film, resulting in a pr omational ca
that bordered on performance art.

A Savvy Actor Learns the Hollywood Game

but You" had a terrible opening (56 million
over three days) but went on to collect an as-
tounding $220 million.

1 know alot," he told me, =pe'\ki\w.nl
his worldoad, but Tm kind of going full tilt
right now for a reason. There is a moment in
Hollywood when you have political capital,
and you have to spend it before you lase it

Powell has signed up for a di ng num-
ber of projects (while passing on others —
reluctantly, he said — including new chap-
ters in the *“Jurassic Park” and Jason Bourne
franchises). His movie docket includes
“Huntington," an A24 dramatic thriller about
the conniving heir to a multibillion-dollar
fortune, and “Monsanto," a legal drama di-
rected by John Lee Hancock (“The Blind
Side") and produced by Adam McKay (“The
Big Short"). Powellis also set to star in are-
make of “The Running Man," aminor Arnold
Schwarzenegger hit from 1987, and perhaps
in a retooled “Heaven Can Wait,"
Beatty's 1978 body-swapping comedy.

His television jobs include a “Butch Cas-
sidy and the Sundance Kid" series for Ama-
zon— with himin the Robert Redford role —
and “Chad Fowers omedic Hulu series
about a college football player.

Powell, of course, is also ready to get re-
greased at a moment's notice for “Top Gun
3" after playing the cocky pilot Hangman in
“Top Gun: Maverick” to wide acclaim. (A se-
quel to the sequel is in development at Para-
mount Pictures.)

That adds up to easily in excess of §500
million worth of projects on studio assembly
lines, based on a back-ofFthe-envelope tally
of estimated production and marketing
costs

And there are maore flhn:pﬂml'\mlg JI

Al si't direcled a movie since “Star
‘Wars: The Rise of Skywalke| 2019, but he
has a secret project in the nd Powell

iz in talks to play the lead. *T think Glen has
just begun to scratch the surface of what he
is capable of onscreen,” Abrams recently told
The Hollywood Reporter, adding, “He's not
just an actor, but a legitimate writer and
producer as well"

Powell helped produce “Hit Man." The
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Making It Big on the Las Vegas Strip

The Swiss artist Urs Fischer
finds the entertainment mecca
‘artificial, but in a good way.

By NANCY HASS

LAS VEGAS — The Swiss artist Urs Fischer
suggests beginning our day together with
coffee in the Village. Not the Manhattan
neighborhood of Greenwich Village — on
the edge of which he lived from the mid-
aughts until several years ago, commuting
togiant studios in Red Hook, Brooklyn; and
Long Island City, Queens — though if you
squint, there's a resemblance to its earlier
era The maze of disorienting lanes, lots of
o (sort af), Ial iggestive
stands with neon marquees that sell iced
lattes (watery) and cannolis (soggy).

No, this is the Las Vegas version, tucked
beyond an ocean of slot machines inthe far
comer of the timeworn, low-lit New York-
New York Hotel and Casinoonthe stretch of
real estate called the Strip. “ There's more to
see here that's interesting than some other
newer places," he said, leaning back on a
metal bistro chair in front of the faux
glassed-in storefront of a stage-set tene-
ment building that showcases a top-hatted
manneguin wrapped like a mummy, holding
a wicker basket of prosthetic hands and
feet. “It's artificial, but in a good way"

That is a matter of taste, as is the very no-
tion of Las Vegas itself. Fischer, 51, known
for his conceptually extravagant, hard-to-

categorize works (a house made from
loaves of bread, a giant pit dug in a gallery
floor that looked as if it could collapse the
building, a shower of huge blue plaster rain-
drops suspended from the ceiling, a series
of supersized cast wax figures-cum-candles
of people including the artist and director
Julian Schnabel and the collector Dasha
Zhukova, which melt to the floor over the
course of an exhibition} has been visiting
the city sporadically for three decades,
most recently from Los Angeles. That's
where he lives with his two daughters —
Charlotte, 15, and Grace, 8 — in a modest-
size but verdant 1920s home near Dodger
Stadium.

In December, however, he became a more
permanent presence in the desert enter-
tainment mecca when the delay-plagued,
6T-story Fontainebleau, a casino and 3 644~
room hotel that cost $3.7 billion, debuted its
“Urs Fischer Gallery"

In the middle of the cavernous space, on a
round pedestal, stands a craggy, other-
worldly 46-foot-tall, 17-ton, gold-leaf and
cast-aluminum abstract sculpture called
"The Lovers #3" which suggests two as-
teroids from dueling solar systems locked
in an embrace. A pair of monumental viv-
idly colored paintings — big as Times
Square billboards — adorn the walls flank-
ing it. The longest escalator in the state —
150 feet — runs up one side of the room to a
near-bare mezzanine; the idea is for vis-
itors to see the enormous works by one of
the art world's superstars from a drone's-

Urs Fischer and his “The
Lovers #3," a 46-foot-tall,
17-ton abstract sculpture
at the Fountainebleau
LasVegas.

eye view.

Bringing blue chip art to Las Vegas,
where some 40 million tourists visit yearly
and there are nearly three million local resi-
dents, is not a new idea, but in execution it
has often proved an awlkward fit. For a cou-
ple of years, until the pandemic, the broth-
ers Lorenzo Fertitta and Frank J. Fertitta
11T, who are amongthe most aggressive col-
lectors in the country, installed a truckload
of their Damien Hirstsin the Palms Casino
Resort, which they owned at the time, in-
cluding a 60-foot-tall bronze headless male
figure called “Demon With Bowl" and a
three-section shark suspended in formalde-
hyde theyinstalled in a bar (scandal ensued
when it turned out the piece was made in
2017, even though Hirst had dated it to the

)

Steve Wynn, the casino pioneer, dis-
played his Renoirs and Picassos for a while
at one of his hotels, the Bellagio. (Jeff
Koons's  crowd-pleasing, multicolored,
stainless steel sculpture “Tulips" lives on
the first floor of the Winn Plaza mall) A
2009 Jenny Holzer LED display wraps
around the Uber pickup areaof Aria, ahotel
owned by MGM, and Maya Lin's cast silver
squiggle, longer than 80 feet, meant to rep-
resent the Colorado River hangs above the
reception desk. Still, Las Vegas is not likely
to dethrone New York, Hong Kong or Paris
asa world art capital anytime soon.

In fact, it is the largest city in the United
States without a major museum, despite a

series of false starts and the longtime advo-
cacy of the art critic and academic Dave
Hickey, who lived in the city for nearly two
decades. Late last year, the city announced
a deal for a new institution supported in
part by Elaine Wynn, the businesswoman
and former wife of Steve Wynn, and the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art, which is
run by Michael Govan. His unlikely affec-
tion for Las Vegas springs from his decades
as a frequent visitor to check inon Michael
Heizer's “City" the mammoth land art piece
that Govan unwaverin glychampioned, four
hours north, Under the deal, LACMA would
lend important works to a planned 70,000~
to 90,000-square-foot museum, near the
downtown performing arts center, which
will be aimed at residents rather than tour-
ists. It will be realized within decade, Govan
said, but “schoal kids in Las Vegas really
shouldn't be taking field trips to the Strip"

Still, on a late spring afternoon, strolling
along the 4 2-mile stretch of bedazzled casi-
no hotels, one after the other, as well as a
‘Walgreens that appears to loom the size of
New York's Museum of Modern Art, Fisch-
er, burly with sleeves of fading tattoos —
“I'm over that," he said — has little need to
see hisart in a traditional museum setting

Known for his subtly bemused but often
unreadable demeanor —a manner thatis in
keeping with his work, which tends to re-
fract interpretation and sociopolitical mes-
saging — he seems, in many ways, an ideal
CONTINUEDON PAGE 14
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Urs Fischer, Making It Big on the Las Vegas Strip
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Important English
and American Literature

THE WILLIAM A.

STRUTZ LIBRARY,
PART 1

Your chance to own part of

“One of the
Finest Private
Librarics in

America”

This once-in-a-lifetime auction offers rare
books and manuscripts from literature’s most
important authors and poets, Part | comprises

over 220 lots featuring works from the
16th century to the late 20th cantury.

The Great Gatsby - Scarce, inscribed
copy of Fitzgerald's masterpiecs in an
unrestored, superior dust jacket.

Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus -
The superb Kern-Hersholt-Kettaneh copy of
Mary Shelley’s classic tale of terror, uncut in original
boards. One of only three known copies in original
pink boards, and the only copy in private hands.

The Hobbit - A very fine presentation copy
in an unrestored, superlative dust jacket.

The Great Gatsby,

Estimate $400.000-5600.000

Frankenstain; or, The Modern Prometheus,
Estimata $600,000-8800,000

The Hobbit,
Estimate $200,000-$300,000

View All Lots and Bid at
HA.com/6295

INQUIRIES: 877-HERITAGE (437-4824)

Joe Maddalena | ext. 1511 | JMaddalena@HA.com

Francis Wahigren | ext. 3018 | FrancisW@HA.com
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3.70%

The European Central Bank's new interest rate after its first cut in five years.

The European Central Bank cut its key interest rate
to 3.75 percent from 4 on Thursday, the first time it
has cut rates since 2019. The move marked a diver-
gence from the U.S. Federal Reserve, which is main-
taining high rates in the face of stubborn inflation.

Like central banks around the world, the E.C.B.
had raised interest rates over the past two years to
fight a surge in inflation, which began as the global
economy rebounded from the Covid-19 pandemic.

The E.CB. started raising interest rates in July
2022, a few months after the Fed, ending its era of
negative rates. The increase, half a percentage point,
was the first of 10 straight for the European bank,
taking rates to the highest level in its history. [t has
held rates steady since September; inflation in the
eurozone is now lower than in the United States.

Inflation has been a persistent problem for Furo-
pean governments and policymakers over the past
few years as the region’s economy reeled froma
surge in energy prices after Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022, Supply chain disrup-
tions also hit European economies hard. Inflation
climbed above 10 percent in October 2022,

By this May, though, inflation had fallen to 2.6
percent in the eurozone. That’s still above the
E.C.B’s target of 2 percent, but it is expected to get
close to the goal late next year.

Even as the E.CB. cuts rates, the Fed has sig-
naled that it will not be doing so anytime soon.

While the economy of the eurozone has stagnated
in the E.C.Bs bid to tame inflation, the U.S. econ-
omy has not been slowed as much by the higher
rates. Prices have also continued to rise faster than
the Fed's 2 percent target.

“There has already been divergence in the econo-
mies,” said Mariano Cena, an economist at Bar-
dlays. “Soif there is divergence in policy, it's because
it follows the different trajectories of the economies.”
SANTUL NERKAR
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Some colleagues call Gary Friedman, chief executive of the former Restoration Hardware,

“The Sun": He gives off a warm glow on good days and burns you on badones

MEWE SUNDAY, JU

An A.L.-Generated News Site Prized Clicks Over Truth

By KASHMIR HILL

and TIFFANY HSU
The news was featured on MENcom:
“Prominent Irish broadeaster faces trial
over alleged sexual misconduct.” At the top
of the stol s a photo of Dave Fanning

But Mr. Fanning, an Irish D.J. and talk-

show host famed for discovering the band
U2, was not the broad caster in question.

BNN Breaking
contaminated
the internet with

error-laden content.

“You wouldn't believe the
ple who got in touc
called the errar “outra

The falsehood, visible for haurs on the de-
fault homepage 'for an; i who
used Microsoft Edge as a browser, was the
result of an artificial intelligence take,

fly-by-night journalism outlet called
BNN Breaking had used an AL chatbat to
paraphrase an article from another news

pount of peo-
aid Mr. Fanning, who

site, according o a BNN employee. BNN
added Mr. Fanning tothe mix by including a
photo of a “prominent Iris
The story was then promoted by D
web portal owned by Microsoft

The story was deleted from theintermet a
day later, but the damage to Mr. Fanning's
reputation was not o easityundone, he said
in a defamation lawsuit filed in Ireland
against Microsoft and BNN Breaking. His

is msl one of many complaints against
El

time online result of what app(med to
be generative AL errors.

BNN went dormant in April, while The
New York Times was reporting this article.
The company and its founder did not re-
spond to multiple requests for comment.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4
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The big picture is still riches at
the top and lagging wages far
most of the rank-and-file.

THE ANNUAL TALLIES of chief executive pay
for 2023 have arrived, andthey are fascinat-
ing and irritating, in equal measure,

There is alveady so much evidence that
chiefexecutives areearning aton of money
— while most employees are not — that
these annual revelations can't be called
shocking news.

But this year, there's anew wrinkle : Com-
panies must disclose how much the stock
holdings of chiel executives increase when
themarket rises. By that measure, too, they
are amassing extraordinary wealth.

From any angle, the specifics are eye-
popping.

In 2023, using tradition al measures of ex-
ecutive pay, four chief executives of publicly
traded companieswere each rewarded with
more than $150 million:

m Jon Winkelried of TPG, a private equity
compary.

m Harvey Schwartz of the Carlyle Group,
also a private equity firme.

m Hock Tan of Broadcom, a semiconductar
and data-center giant.

m Nikesh Arora of Palo Alto Networks, a
global cybersecurity company.

Besides, new rules stemming from the
Dodd-Frank law of 2010 have gone into ef-
fect. They focus on how the marketchanges
executive pay each year, yielding a second
highest-paid chief executive list.

These new numbers —called compensa-
tion actually paid (CAP) — are often even
bigger than the traditional chief executive
payday bonanzas. That's the case for a man
whose outsize pay is already a major issue
for his company: Elon Musk of Tesla, who
gained $1.4 billion in 2023 — more than any
other chief executive.

But that stunning figure isonly theoreti-
cal and based largely on stock that Mr
Musk no longer has a legal claim to. The
holdings reflect an earlier $46.5 billion pay
package that a judge in Delaware has
voided, and that Mr. Musk is fighting to re-
claim. Tesla shareholders are set to vote on
Mr. Musk's pay on June 13, and court battles
are likely to continue for along while.

So now we have two complete data sets
using distinet and complementary analyt-
ical methods, both demonstrating what
we've always known: It's good to be the
boss.

But haw good, exactly? Chief executive
pay data, gleaned from the filings of allpub-
licly raded companies and assembled at
my request by the executive compensation
research firm Equilar, provided fresh an-
SWers.

Traditional Compensation

First, eonsider the longstanding methods
for assessing executive compensation re-
guired by Dodd-Frank. Publicly traded U.S.
companies must disclose top executives'
salaries, the value of newly granted stock
and options and an assortment of miscella-
neous perks like personal security guards
or corporate jets.

I'll call this entire approach Traditional
Pay, though there's nothing traditional
about it for those ofus who take the train or
subway to work and will never receive pay
packages with nine figures,

Using Traditional Pay, Equilar identified
the 100 highest-paid chief executives at
public companies in 2023, The median pay
for these executives — themidpoint, where
half of the compensation packages are
lower and half are higher — was more than
528 million.

And thanks to Dodd-Frank, we also know
that the median pay of employees at these
companies was around $100,000, and the
median chief executive-to-worker pay ratio
was about 300 to one,

Let's translate that

It means that for an average employee at
one of these companies to eam as much as
the chief executive, she would have to tran-
scend the human lite span and toil for 300
vears. And consider this: The American
viorker's average annual wage in 2023 was
only $65,470, according tothe Bureau of La-
bor Statistics. At that wage, it would take
445 years to earn as much as the middle-of-
the-road chief executive on this list

Top of the Heap

‘What about the chief executive at the very
top? For 2023, that would be Mr. Winkelried
of TPG, whose compensation was
$198 685,926, The median pay of TPG em-
plovees was high, too: §290,997. Evenso, it
would take them 683 vears to earn what Mr.
Winkelried made in one year. And for peo-
ple with average American paychecks?
More than 3,000 years.

Pay ratios on thisscale reflect levels of in-
come inequality that were widely viewed as
abhorrent 50 years ago. Lastyear, [ pointed
out that the American social structure was
flatter and chief executive-worker pay ra-
tios were lower in the 19705 and 1980s. 1
noted last week that income inequality was
an important cause of Social Security's fi-
nancial problems because high earners
wiere increasingly protected from taxation
by the income cap for the Social Security
payroll tax.

Through the 19705, one study found, the
chief executive-worker pay ratio for big
companies was kss than 20 to one. In the
1980s, Peter F. Drucker, the economist and
‘Wall Street Journal columnist, cited re-
search showing it felt “about right" when
chief executives received 10 to 12 times
wihat workers earned. Hesaid pay ratios as
high as 20 to one might be all right for work-
place morale and social cohesion, though
that was stretching it

But paying the chief executive hundreds
of times maore than workers earned? That
was out of the question then, though it is
now standard practice for many big pub-
licly traded companies. (Disclosure: Here
at The New YorkTimes, the payratiois 54 to
one, the company says.)

Using Traditional Pay metrics, the sec-

STRATEGIES | IEFF SOMMER
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ond-most highly paid chief executive in
2023 was Mr. Schwartzof the Carlvle Group.
He earned 5186,994,098 — 813 times what
the median Carlyle employee received.
Right below him on the list was Mr. Tan of
Broadcom. He got $161,826 161, The pavra-
tio at Broadeom was 510 to one.

The highest-ranked woman on the list
was Sue Nabi of Coty, the beauty products
company. She was in fifth place, with a total
compensation of $149,429 486, The median
worker at Coty earned §39,643. That combi-
nation produced the highest pay ratioin the
Traditional Pay list: 3769 to one, meaning
that Coty emplovees would need to workfor
more than 3,764 vears to earn what she re-
ceived injust one year.

A New Approach

Twelve years after the enactment of Dodd-
Frank, the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission approved additional rules for as-
sessing chief executive pay Virtually all
publicly traded companies have been sub-
ject to these “compensation actually paid”
rules this year.

The new approach is supposed to help
shareholders determine whether an execu-
tive's compensation is aligned with their
company's stock market return. It empha-
sizes the annual changes in value of an ex-
ecutive's current and potential stock hold-
ings, in contrast with the traditional ap-
proach, which provides asnapshotof the es-
timated value of a pay package when it is
granted.

It's too early to judge the new calculation.
Though it provides new tidbits, it has draw-
backs. The way it's computed is complex. In
their disclosure statements, companies
have quietly complained about it.

After Mr. Musk, the next chief executive
on what I'll call the New Accounting list is
Alexander Karp, the chief executive of
Palantir Technologies, with nearly SL1 bil-
lion. But take that gaudy number with many
grains of salt.

A footnote in the Palantir compensation
disclosure made me laugh, which was note-
worthy because these compensation disclo-
sures usually make me frown.

Referring to Mr. Karp's apparently gar-
gantuan payday, it said, “The term ‘com-
pensation actually paid' or 'CAP' does not
reflect the amount of compensation actu-
ally paid, earned or received by him during
the applicable vear"

In reality, Palantir said, the numbers re-
ported for Mr. Karp and a handful of other
Palantir executives “are driven primarily
by changes in our stock price,” which rase

more than 100 percent in 2023, producing
big gains far shareholders and so, “follow-
ing S.E.C. disclosure rules, the fiscal vear
2023 CAP disclosed below has increased.”
But the previous year, 2022, was a miser-
able one for the whole stock market. Palan-
tir shares fell sharply, as did the value of Mr.
Karp's compensation, using the New Ac-
counting approach. For 2022, the company
said, he lost more than $L7 billion.

These staggering, fluctuating sums
wrould be perplexing in isolation. Still, they
serve apurpose, [ think. Big changes inthis
measure areasignthata chiefexecutive re-
ceived enormous pay packages involving
company stock in the past. For example,
The Times reported that for 2020, Mr. Karp
received $11 billion in Traditional Pay, the
most for any chief executive that year.

Similarly, Broadcom reported that in
2023, Mr. Tan's compensation with the New
Accounting was §767,654 487, almost five
times his already rich compensationon the
Traditional Paylist. That happenedbecause
theshare price rose and Mr. Tan, the chiefof
his company since 2006, had amassed a
great deal of stock, aptions and the like.

In an interview, Roy Saliba, the managing
director at 1SS-Corporate, a provider of
data and analytics to corporations, said,
“The compensation actually paid numbers
really get amplified for executives who
have been at a firm for along time and have
accunmlated holdings for a number of
years”

For investors untroubled by income in-
equality and its social consequences, it
might be fine for chief executives to make
expanding fortunes as long as stock prices
rise. And prices have risen for the overall
market since 2010,

The median pay for chief executives of
S&P 500 companies rose 63 percent from
2010 through 2023, based on data provided
by ISS-Corporate. At the same time, the
S&P 500 returned 462 percent, including
dividends, according to FactSet,

If you focus on stock performances like
that, the level of pay for chief executives
may seem inconsequential. Say-on-pay
wvotes give shareholders a chance to signal
disapproval of pay packages, but 92 percent
of the time this year, investors at S&P 500
companies have said “ves" on chief execu-
tive pay, according to 185-Corporate data.

Yetl suspect that the stock market would
perform well even if chief executives
merely earned millions, instead of hun-
dreds of millions, and rank-and-file workers
got a bigger slice of the pie. That's not the
way the world has been going, not for many
vears. But it doesn't have to be that way.



4 BU N THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY,

‘.'|'I|\.|I o[lﬂn 1 .»\ L to help

that are modeled after actual \1-'\
u.\lmn

¥ Imqwlu\" m \u'ln fal:
ut political
hoaxes
Real Identities, Used by AL

u should be uterly ashamed

Break-
other

Bul he
he attackes

hal pl .Ll"’l guilty lo
lﬂn' d LJ conumuni

An A.l.-Generated News Site
Prized Clicks Over the Truth

CONTINUED FROM P

'hllﬂl nl |) riner

C o
][JIIL K\mz where
22. On

elf as the fou

[ x[l Gurbaksh Chahal, the fo 'UndH of

an-

I ut the

ing the 'lhﬂ Chi-
orted  audience.
tions like The
The Guard
le News

g0 Tul‘tm &

', would ha
alists

Reporter. But '."HIII-
s 'hlIIIlHl" out hllllJI"
C f

ir children
s ring the
e a telltale sign of an

ite and its mw
em fo
1g CONCer

Hav
tered the
highligl

rees did not w
nnumle‘l purel
o this. 5

laints abos
L en publi

our reputations,

mlhnlu

1r. Chahal did not seem
to three jourms

ud enabling error

ble, trus u
enerated




Mr. Bakir replied to Mr. Chahal that assign-
ing journalists' bylines to Al-generated
stories was putting their integrity and ca-
reersin “jeopardy”

“You are fired,” Mr. Chahal responded, and
removed him from the WhatsApp group.

Countless Mistakes

Over the past year, BNN racked up numerous
complaints about getting facts wrong, fabri-
cating quotations from experts and stealing
content and photos from other news sites
without credit or compensation.

One disinformation researcher reviewed
mare than 1,000 BNN stories and concluded
that a quar ter of them had been lifted from
five sites, including Reuters, The Associated
Press andthe BEC. Another researcher found
evidence that BNN had placed its logo onim-
ages that it did not own ar license.

The Times identified multiple inaccuracies
and comtext-free statements in BNN stories
that seemed to extend beyand simple human
error. There were sources who were mis-
attributed or absent, descriptions of specific
events withoul references o where or when
they occurred, and a collage of gun imagery
illustrating a story about microwaves. One
stary, about journalists tackling disinforma-
tion ataliterature festi invented a panelist
and incorrectly included another.

After NN suggested that Dungeness
crabs, which are from the West Coast, were
native to Maryland, an official with the stale's
Department of Natural Resources chastised
BNN on X, calling on Google to “delist these
imp\dA]outﬂlsl\mt:\ggl egatenews and get
things wildly incorrect.”

After a lawver oomphmed on LinkedIn
that astory on BNN had invented quotations
from him, BN I(‘mn\'ed him from the story
BNN also changed the date on the story to
one before the publication date on anopinion
column that the lawyer believed was the
saurce of the quotation

The story with the photo of Mr. Fanning,
which Ms. Chakraborty said had been gener-
ated by Al. with her name randomly as-
signed to it, was published because news
abaout the trialofan Irish hroadcaster accused
of sexual misconduct was trending. The
broadcaster wasn'tnamed in the originalarti-
cle because he had asuper injunction — agag
order that forbids news media to name a per-
son in its coverage — so the AL presumably
paired the text with a generic photo of a
“prominent Irish broadcaster.”

Mr. Fanning's lawyers at Meagher Solici-
tors, an Irish firm that specializes in defama-
tion cases, reached out to BNIN and ni I
ceived a response, though the story
leted from BNN's and MSN's sites. In Janu-
ary, Mr Fanning filed a defamation case
against BNN and Microsoft in the High Court
of Ireland. BNN responded by publishing a
stary that month about Mr. Fanning that ac-
cusedhimof “des sperate tactics in money hus-
tling lawsuit."

This was a strategy that Mr. Chahal fa-
vored, according to former N employees.
He used his news service toexercise grudges,
publishing slanted stories about a palitician
fron San Francisco he disliked, about
‘Wikipedia after it published a negative entry
about BNN Breaking, and about Elon Musk
after accounts belonging to Mr. Chahal, his
wife and his companies were suspended on X.

A Strong Motivator

The appeal of using AL for news is clear:
money.

The increasing popularityof programmatic
advertising — which uses algorithms to auto-
matically place ads across the internet — al-
lows A L-powered news sites to generate rev-
enue b\um:s producing low-quality cliclbait
content, said Sander van der Linden, a social
ps_\'chology professor and fake-news expert
at the University of Cambridge

Experts are nervous about how A.1-fueled
news could overwhelm accurate reporting
with a deluge of junk content distorted byma-
chine-powered repetition. A particular worry
isthat AL aggregators could chip away even
further at the viability of local journalism, si-
phoning a its revenue and damaging its
credibility by contaminating the information
ECOSVStEm.

Many audiences already struggle to dis-
cern machine-generated material from re-
ports produced by human journalists, Mr. van
der Linden said.

“It's going to have a negative impact on
trusted news," he said.

Local news outlets say AL operations like
BNN are leeches: stealing intellectual prop-
erty by disgorging journalists’ work, then
monetizing it by gaming search algorithms to
raise their profile among advertisers.

“We'reno longer getting any slice of the ad-
wvertising cake, which used to support our
journalism, but are left with a few crumbs”
said Anton van Zyl, the owner of the Limpopo
Mirror in South Africa, whose articles, it
seemed, had heen rewritten by BNN.

In l\im'dl, Google rolled out an update to
“reduce unoriginal content in search results”
targeting sites with “spammy” content,
whether produced by “automation, humans
or a combination,” according to a corporate
blog post. s stories stopped showing up
in search results soon after.

Before ending its deal with BNN Breaking,
Microsoft had licensed content from the site
for MSN.com, as it does with reputable news
organizations such as Bloomberg and The
‘Wall Street Journal, republishing their arti-
cles and splitting the adver tising revenue,

CNN recently reported that Microsoft-
hired editors who once curated the articles
featured on MSN .com have increasingly been
replaced by AL Microsaft confirmed that it
used a combination of automated systems
and human review to curate content on MSN.
N stopped publishing stories in early
April and deleted its content. Visitors to the
site now find BNNGPT, an AL chathot that,
when asked, says it was built using open-
source models

But Mr Chahal wasn't abandoning me
news husiness. Within a week or so of BN
i shutting down, the same opera-
tionmaoved to anew website called Trim Feed.

TrimFeed's About Us page had the same
set of values that BN Breaking's had, prom-
ising "a media landscape free of distortions”
On Tuesday, after a reporter informed Mr
Chahal that this article would soon be pub-
lished, TrimFeed shut down as well, only to
:j\“wue o yet another web address by Thurs-
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Stashing Cash at Home
[s Sure to Create Headaches

No matter if it's under the
mattress or in a shoe box,
money stuffed away is
money in danger of loss.

AFTER THEIR FATHER died in 2021, Susan
Camp and her brother cleaned out his home
— and inadvertently threw out $5000 n
cash he had wrapped in aluminum foil and
stashed in the freezer. (Luckily, they later
retrieved it.)

And she was surprised, but not shocked,
to dlso discover §6,000 in a box that once
held a bottle of cologne. “Dad traveled, and
he always wanted cash on him," she said.

Adrienne Volpe's grandmother kept her
extra cash in her library.

“My grandmother had pressed thou-
sands of dollars in single bills inside books,"
Ms. Volpe said. “We thought we were going
to find fall leaves" between the pages, she
said. They had to open every boak in the
house to find the cash she had hidden —
around §10,000, it turned out, in denomina-
tions as small as $20

Itmight not be under the mattress, but for
people who stumble acrass a small fortune
after an elderly relative dies or moves to a
nursinghome, uncovering such unexpected
wealth — technically part of a person's es-
tate — can bring complications and even
conflict

Oftentimes, members of older genera-
tions perceive keeping cash, gold or other
valuables at home as safer than keeping
them in a bank, experts say. “1 think this is
MOre COmmon Im [hehahvboumel genera
tion and older" said Mark Criner 111, senior
trust strategist for Baird Trust in Scotts-
dale, Ariz. “When vou get to that genera
tion, there was a real mistrust of financial
institutions," he said, referring to people old
enough to remember the Great Depression
and the bank failures of the 1930s.

DMr. Criner said that if family members no-
ticed this behavior, communication was im-
portant. “When that's being recognized, it's
important to start the dialogue,” he said

What Could Go Wrong?

While throwing cash in the trash is a very
real risk of keeping maney at home, it is far
fram the only ane, advisers say. Valuables
keptin the home can be stolen, destroyed by
a disaster like a fire, or surreptitiously ap-
propriated by a family member.

“Things have a way of disappearing from
the home, especially when you have exist-
ing family drama or a dispute” said Alvina
Lo, chief wealth strategist at Wilmington
Trust, a subsidiary of M&T Bank.

This potential for tension among sur-
vivorscan arise even if nomisappropriation
takes place, experts say.

“Oftentimes, even if there's a welkinten-
tioned adult child who lives close by and as-
sets are found, there's a lot of skepticism
that may arise between siblings," said Ab-
bey Flaum, principal and family wealth
strategist at Homrich Berg, a wealth man-
agement firm in Atlanta

People who keep cash at home lose the
considerable wealth generation that can
take place over decades if that money were
invested

“The lost interest — it probably would
have been double, just by having it in the
bank all these years versus havingit in the
bottom of a closet,” said Patrick Simasko, an
estate lawyer in Mount Clemens, Mich,,
wiho recalled finding close to half a million

dollars in cash and gold in the home of an
older client who had hired him to execute
her estate.

There are also potential pitfalls when it
comes to distributing those assets.

“It's just messy, it's unofficial and it can
lead to accounting nightmares,” Mr. Criner

said.
Since ¢ash has no ownership records,
“It's very unclear from a property rights
perspective who it belongs to," Ms. Lo said.
Without a paper trail establishing owner-
ship or a detailed will, determining inher-
itances can be difficult. “I've seen it when
you have second marriages, where this can
be a problem” Ms. Lo said, particularly
since hidden valuables are unlikelyto be ac-
counted for in a will or estate plan.
Experts also say that such unaccounted-
for valuables can cause a headache for af-
fluent families, particularly those whose es-
tates are near the threshold of either the
federal estate tax, or state taxes on estates
or inheritances
“If it's on the borderline, those assets
might push the estate up to a taxable es-
tate," said Neil Carbone, trusts and estates
lawyer and partner at the law firm of Farrell
Fritz, (For 2024, the federal estate-tax ex-
emption is roughly $13.6 million, meaning

It's just messy, it'’s
unofficial and it can lead
to accounting
nightmares,’
MARK CRINER 11T
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that estates valued below that level are not
subject to taxes; some states have estate
taxes or inheritance laxes with lower
thresholds. )

Mr. Carbone said he advised clients who
inherit valuable but illiquid items, such as
artwork, to have them appraised. Establish-
ing the item's value at the time when the
owner died and the inheritor assumed own-
ership can be important, particularly if the
item in question became considerably more
valuable over the years.

The Intemal Revenue Service has any
number of ways to track down potentially
taxable wealth, Mr. Carbone said. Auditors
might evaluate a homeowner's insurance
palicy to look for riders to insure valuable
items, conduct a look-back at previous gift
tax returns to establish a paper trail of own-
ership, or trace purchases of precious met-
als

The ather challenge with inheriting non-
cash valuables is finding a buyer. “That's
the same thing if you're investing in base-
ball cards or Hummel figurines or stamps,”
Mr. Simasko said. “If vou're investing in a
nontraditional type of investment — not
stocks, bonds or mutual funds — you have
to find a buyer for them." This process can
take considerable time if the items are espe-
ciallyesoteric, Mr Simasko added, recalling
aclient whose wealth was tied up primarily
in a collection of antique guitars

Echoes of the Depression

Professionals in wealth management and
estate planning say they see cash-hoarding
tendencies most often among people with
ties to the Great Depression. But memory-

robbing medical condition s such as demen-
tia and Alzheimer's can trigger a reversion
to decades-old behaviors, such as cash-
hoarding. They may also cause paranoia,
which can prompt people to hide valiables
and try to block relatives from interceding
intheir financial affairs on their behalf

“People who are experiencing this men-

tal diminishment become the least trustful
of the people who are the most close to
them, and who are in the best position to ad-
vocate for them,’ Mr. Criner said.
5. Flaum said: “It can be really difficult.
‘We've done lots of planning for clients who
could tell Momor Dad was starting to slipa
little hit" She said she recommended that
clients in this situation obtain a financial
powerof attorney and consider establishing
a revocahle trust, a financial instrument
where assets can be held as people age and
that allows heneficiaries to avoid probate
after death.

“A revocable trust is a really good way to
plan for management of assets inthe event
of incapacity,” she said. “You can build in
provisions regarding how incapacity may
bedetermined for managing those trust as-
sets

Hiding wealth at home has alsotended to
persist over the years among certain
groups of people.

“Particularly, minority communities
were very mistrustful of or didn't have ac-
cess to financial institutions, which led to
the proverbial cash under the mattress," Mr
Criner said. “That's bome of minorities’
lack of access to these institutions for dec-
ades, and even when there was access
there was a lot of abuse. They weren't a
ways treated fairly or dealt with honestly.

These memories linger, Mr. Criner said,
adding that, as a Black man, he has heard
these attitudes expressed even within his
own family. “That sense of distrust goes
down from one generation to the next," he
said. “I've heard my dad speal of this, I've
heard my granddad speak of it"

Ms. Lo of Wilmington Trust said she had
had similar personal experiences. “A lot of
this is very cultural, too," she said. “I'm
Asian American, and this happens all the
time in my comnunity”

Over time, experts predict that people's
keeping cash at home will diminish as the
collective memory of the Great Depression
fades, and the use of digital banking contin-
ues to increase,

“People tend to do more and more of elec-
tronic payments for things" Mr Carbone

sai

‘While this s good news from a financial-
planning perspective, peaple who have
seen this dynamic play out say it would also
spare survivors the painful emotions these
discoveries can cause.

Finding, for instance, hundred-dallar
bills secreted amid items that would nor-
mally be donated or discarded is stressful
for surviving loved ones because it necessi-
tates amuch lengthier, painstaking process
of remaving personal effects from a ]mme
“The families are grieving, and it's very
hard for them," said Ms. Volpe, who isar E’il
estate broker in Hyde Park, N.Y.

Despite wdemde‘-lm areer in real es-
tate, Ms. Valpe said she hadn't expected to
discover this scenario within her own fam-
ily. She credited her mother with deducing
that more money had been stashed in her
grandmother's books than met the eye.

“Thank God my mother thinks like that,"
she said, admitting, “I would have thrown
all those books in the garbage."
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Gary Friedman wants to turn RH into America’s first
true luxury brand. Can he prove his doubters wrong?
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product ina setting sodazzling that it seems
warth near-luxury prices

The company has zero presence on social
media for roughly the same reason that a
hipbar doesn't have a door sign. (“There's
no school for cool” is one of RH's official
principles.) Still, unbidden and unpaid en-
dorsements are regularly provided by ce-
lebrities, including Kerry Washington and
Kendall Jenner, who have raved in inter-
views about the Cloud Sofa, an RH staple
that currently starts at about 54800,

RH is constantly looking for novel ways
to build mystique. The company's website
does not post photos of the rooms in its first
hotel, in Manhattan's meatpacking district,
where rooms start at $2,200 anight. Andthe
only way to book a stay is to inquire via
email. On a recent tour, a manager showed
off the minibars, which feature crudités, an
assortment of sliced meat and a fresh ba-
guette that is replaced every two hours

Far pricier RH productions are in the
warks. Its plans in Aspen include branded
hotels and RH Residences, the company's
first foray into fully furnished stand-alone
houses.

“We would sell those homes, but we
would also manage those homes," Mr. Fried-
man said. RH would help rent the houses
when buyers weren't using them, and
pocket half the rental income.

This is where the true scale of Mr. Fried-
man's drive comes into focus. He's eyeing
the multitrillion-dollar market in luxury
turnkey homes and condominium:
the world. RH need grabonly a tin;
that and its value will soar, he said, to §70
billion or more.

Analysts are skeptical. “It's extremely
unlikely that RH will ever get a material

share of this market," Seth Basham of Wed-
bush Securities said. “Gary's a big
dreamer”

RH has taken on a significant amount of
debt, leaving it with little margin for error,
Mr. Basham added. Three years ago, the
company took out a 52 billion loan and used
ittobuy back its own shares. “We're making
a bet on ourselves and our future Mr
Friedman said.

If sales fall and spending continues, Mr.
id, the company's future could
start locking dicey. But Mr. Friedman has
never shied away from risk, and he can't
stop banelm.g into all kinds of new ven-
tures. It's an impulse that has vielded some
memorahle flops

Like RH Contemporary Art. In 2013, the
company leased a 28,000-square-foot space
in the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan
and recruited a roster of artists. Artnet
called it “one of the mare curions incursions
into the art sphere” when it closed about
two years later.

“Tough business model," Mr. Friedman
said in our interview. “You've gat this great
thing, but you can only sell one of them!

‘Love Us or Leave Us’

Mr. Friedman takes a marathoner's ap-
proach to work, and he expects colleagues
to match his stamina

“He'llmeet me at 1 am. at one of our fac-
tories in Vietnam," said Nicholas Condos,
whose furniture company, Harbour, has
sold more than a dozen collections tllmugh
RH. "And he'll want to work until 5 am. No
one is willing to say, ‘Can we go home?'"

‘Veterans of the company say they quickly
adopt a new sense of what hard-core dedi-

Topright, expensive
restaurantslike this one in the
RH San Franciseo building are
& growing part of the
compary's brand. Despite the
opulence of the showrooms,
above and above right, retail
marketing expertssay RH is a
“premium” brand, nota
“luxury” one: RH furniture is
largely mass-produced in
countries like China, Viemam
and Indonesis

cation means. EriChaya, who is RH's chief
creative and merchandising officer, figured
this out at her job interview with Mr. Fried-
man in 2006, It lasted three hows and in-
cluded this surprising question: What are
you willing to fight and die for?

“I'had a feeling when I first met him," Ms,
Chaya said, “that this is a human like no
other”

For years, the annual le adership meeting
included a ceremony wherein executives
signed a contract affirming such senti-
ments as “T will continuously destray my
own reality to create tomarrow's future for
myself and my teammates," then described
ways they might have fallen short.

That ceremony has been replaced by the
Daily Values Adventure. It startsat 10 am.
every day and is shaped by tapic sentences
such as “Share a time when your ego got in
the way of finding a better way."

Among some executives, Mr. Friedman's
nickname is “The Sun" — a person who
gives off a warm glow on good days and
burns you on bad enes. The company's
workplace culture earned a D-minus from

RH’s first store in Britain
is a Downton Abbey-like
manse in Oxfordshire.

Comparahly, which collects anonymous rat-
ings from current employees. Just 22 per-
cent of respondents said they would recom-
mend the company to a friend; 67 percent
said they would not, placing it in the bottom
10 percent of companies of similar size.

Mr. Friedman is unbothered by this kind
of feedback. The maxims he wrote for the
company include “Love us or leave us)
Plenty of peaple, he noted, stick armmd for
years, and others who have quit later re-
turned, having found life elsewhere a little
dull.

‘When underlings have come up short, he
has been known to lash out, a tendency he
claims to dislike and candidly acknowl-

edges.

“Generally, I don't vell at people —1yell
at the problem," he said. “If you step in front
of the problem and deie\\dl]\epmb]em you
might feel attacked

A Dedicated Stock Boy

By his own account, Mr. Friedman is an un-
likely arbiter of high-end home furniture
taste because he grew up without furniture.

Mr. Friedman's father was a onetime
merchant marine and barber who died of a
heart attack when Mr. Friedman was 5. His
mother, now deceased, struggled with
‘(huop]u enia and bipolar disorder, Mr
Friedman said, and was often unable to
work. He said the pair had lived in more
than adozen tiny apartments bythe time he
was

“Our prized possession was a little blaclk-
and-white TV with hig bunny ear:
“It's the only thing that always went with
us!

At 18, he enrolled at Santa Rosa Junior
Caollege and flailed badly enough in his first
wear that a counselor told him that he was
wasting taxpayer money. He dropped out
and became a full-timer at a Gap store
wherehe wasso dutiful and eager asastock
boy that colleagues called him “Gary Gap."
On days off, he often drove an hour and a
half to the corporate headquarters in San
Bruno, Calif, to fold shirts and sweep the
floor at asmall showroom called Stare One.

He was there one day in 1983 when
Mickey Drexler, who was the Gap's presi-
dent, gave an impromptu speech in the
lunchroom. Mr. Drexler asked the roughly
200 assembled employees a question, and
Mr. Friedman blurted out the answer.

“For the life of me, I can't remember what
he asked, but the spirit moved me Mr

[ XX}

Friedman said. “And Mick
right. That's exactly right'"

Mr. Drexler asked for this chipper young
man's name and job title, and the next day
his secretary called to invite Mr Friedman
to a C-suite meeting. Mr. Friedman arrived
atheadquarters 45 minutesearly wearing a
freshly steamed white shirt Inawond -pan-
eled room filled with the company's top ex-
ecutives, Mr. Drexler gave his new charge
an assignment.

“I wanted an abjective person's experi-
ence with real customers," recalled Mr
Drexler, who today is chiel executive of
Alex Mill, a fa: n brand started by his
son. “So I said, ‘I want you to be the feed-
back person on these executive meetings!
He had good energy, | felt the energy and I
liked him"

Mr. Friedman became, at 25, the young-
est regional manager at the Gap and was
later recruited by Wiliams-Sonoma as a
senior vice president for stores and opera-
tions.

He soared at Williams-Sonoma. During
his years as president of Pottery Bamn, a
‘William s-Sonoma subsidiary, the company
grew from a $50-million-a-year operation
focused on tableware and kitchen acces-
sories to a more than S1-billion-a-year seller
of home furniture.

But 13 years into his run, Mr. Friedman,
then 43, was passed over for the job of chief
executive. “It broke my heart)” he said.

In a matter of days, he joined Restoration
Hardware as chief executive, and helped
raise a badly needed infusion of $15 million
from investors, including nearly $3 million
of hiz own money. At the time, Restoration
was a publicly traded company that was
flirting with bankruptcy. Soon, Mr. Fried-
man was phasing out the vintage staplers
and phasing in the upscale daybeds.

"He always had a very clear point of
view" said Bonnie Dm[um who joined
Restoration Hardware the year before Mr.
Friedman and stayed on until 2016 as chief
merchandising officer. “We spent a lot of
time talking ahout ‘the white space’ —
something ahove Pottery Barn but below
professional designers.”

For years, the company tottered close to
financial peril and went private in 2008,
Four years later, it went public again, an
event that overlapped with a public rela-
tions disaster. In August 2012, Mr. Friedman
stepped down asco-chief executive after an
internal investigation found that he'd had
an inappropriate re]mmnslup with a 26
vear-old female employe

In Mr. Fllednmns temng, Jle didn't do
anything wrong. “I was single, I met some-
body at worl, God forbid," he said, “Alot of
people meet at work and fall in love” The
woman, he said, left the com pany after they
started dating

Mr. Friedman would not name this wom-
an, nor would any of his current or former
colleagues. Her version of these events is
not publicly known. After a 10-month hia-
tus, Mr. Friedman returned to his job.

In the 2010s, the company pivoted from
regular stores to extravagantly renovated
landmarks —the onetime Museum of Natu-
ral History in Boston, a 60-room Palladian-
style villa in Indianapolis — without a cash
register in sight. It was a decisive step to-
‘ward becoming a lifestyle rather than just a
retailer. Investors spotted a winner. In 2019,
shares were trading at $150, and by August
2021 they had climbed to 5750, as Covid in-
cited a home renovation eraze

But like many retailers, RH had supply
chain issues, and it raised prices too ag-
gressively, the company saidin an earnings
call Shares fell below $214 late last year
The Europe plans were already in motion,
though, and Mr. Friedman has not backed
off them.

At RH headquarters, there's a full-scale
model of the rooftop restaurant for an RH
store set to open sometime in 2025 in Paris,
near the Champs-Elysées. This version is
made with Styrofoam tables and lots of
place-holding silverware, glasses and
chairs. Immense photographs of the city
are plastered on walls, designed to repro-
duce the view that diners will see. It's hasi-
cally a rough draft you can sit in.

“You don't get asecond chance to makea
first impression in Pa Mr. Friedman
said.

RH hopes to prosper in the same thin air
breathed by Chanel, Hermés and Gueci, a
ream that seems downright hostile to
American brands. Other than Tiffany and
Ralph Lauren, few have succeeded in the
cradle of luxury retail. And RH emerged
from the least refined of settings. It has
roots in the U.S.mall, where it offered deco-
rative accessaries and affordable nostalgia
Mr. Friedman is pretty sure those storied
European brands are looking down on the
company.

“We are not from their neighborhood)”
he's fond of saying, “nor invited to their par-
ties." If the past is any indication, he's not
waiting for an invitation. He'll throw a
shindig of his own.

said: ‘That's
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Reclaiming

A Bookstore
That a Fire Stole

Lucy Yu's Chinatown literary hub was gutted. She was
determined to rebuild. It took seven grueling months.

By JORDYN HOLMAN
Photographs by HIROKO MASUIKE
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s earlier, on the Fourth of July,

an's v
fire had broken nul ||| an upstair
ment, threatening to destroy all Khe had
built.

repair and pul Ihem insl
bag, she had pain in her chest.

She walled outside and sat down on a
stoop next doo her friends comforted
her and brought her wa

Her once-vibrant store, ‘nl.se Me Books,
needed a gut renovation to remove mold
and smoke residue. The ceiling
in, thelulmluleshe ad
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ingle ulbhung emitting light ;
he.m(l he\ Illend had to I'\.hllzhl«m
ment. They had ged a few
nd books, but more than 1400 were
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The hookstore was Ms. Yu's first attem pt
at entrepreneurship, and she felt she had
failed. She opened her store with about
$45,000 in December 2021 as the neighbar-
hood was rebounding from the pandemic

shutdo and reeling from aspate of anti-
Asian attacks. It quickly became a literary
hub that hosted first-time suthors and held
weekend bar nights, when hibliophiles
ped hard seltzers an €. The store
‘was profitable within four maonth
Allofﬂm\ ip in the air now. Fire offi-
C g the damage, told her that it

ayear to reopen
It time I cried —1j ol
pletely lo: Ms. Yu, then 28, said a few
weeks after lhﬂrnom the first of a series of
s such a roller coaster of

«u'vceu\ ban. vid
(i didn’ lhm'ﬂlheh

me out ev-
one when
hopto host
opper could defect to Ama

ery week, meaning each {Ia\' W
an author could choose another
atalk ora

Commerce operatc
ative. It required i
lines and testing out nev
hecame her life.

Itwould take her 208

shop. In the proce: he would find that ele-
ments of the bockstore wouldn't be exactly
the same as they were before and that nei-
ther w he. Opening her store a second
time meant reinventing not only the husi-
ness, but akso hersell

She stood up from the stoop and got to
wark

2400 Donors in One Day

Inthe days after last year’s fire,
totaled her losss nd EXDEN as
out about $60,000 waorth of inventory. The
ceiling's collapse destroyed the hemmz.
conling and ventilation system, so that
nm(bedleuhcmz loo

Initiall

mated she'd need
h didn't include p.
something 5I|e

tic andnearly double]lel estimate. She filed
a claim with her inswance company but
‘d need funds sooner.
‘ul ﬂmught ahout the crowdfunding
hesitant. A few

had u the plalfol m to
UDU to start Yu & Me. What

Top right, Lucy Yu in her
Manhattan bookstore, Yu & Me
Books, top left, on Mulberry
Street weeks after a fire
destroyedit last year. Right,
opening a pup-up store at the
Market Line Food Hall, about 3
mile away from the original
Incation, was one way Ms. ¥u
was able to keep the business
afloat during renovations.
Below, there was a consistent
flow of customerswhen the
store reopened on a dark and
rainy Sunday in January.

would people think when she said she
needed their help again?

Her friend and colleague KazmmiFish re
minded her that Yu & Me had come to mean

ally |m.e{| 36

Donations came from the authors Celeste
Ng and Vanessa Chan (each gave $5,000)
and the dating app Coffee Meets Bagel (it
pomedm $2,000). Locwl bookstor

Yu stuck to her revised §150,000
budget, and set the extra money aside for
future (’I\lEI E(’H(\{"\

needed city

quickly, and hired a contractor who
plained the next steps

nd If.melE oolhel entre| p\“llel
Chinatown who had dealt with fires,
would return to her one-bedroom Brookly) n
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stage the bar nights that had reliably drawn
in customers.

While she encouraged patrons to grab a
drink within the food hall and then come
back to her store, “it was not supercom-
mon,” she said. Then she paused and con-
ceded: “It did not happen. It did not happen
maybe at all. Not one time."

Revenue declined 40 percent from a year
earlier

Yu & Me employees realized they needed
to impravise. They started a “blind date”
‘book conce pt. They wrapped some books in
‘brown butcher paper, added pithy descrip-
tions like “Generational Women Piecing To-
gether Fabrics of Their Life" (real title:
“Owner of a Lonely Heart") and priced
them slightly lower.

A colleague started displaying some
smaller books on the shelves with the cov-
ers facing out after realizing that people
‘bought books more consistently when they
saw covers instead of spines.

Sales finally started to increase, and Ms.
Yu vowed to apply some of the lessons at
her original store ance it reopened.

“Atthe beginning [ was so mad atmyself"
she said. “But I think [ can't expect to adapt
and transition and not have to rework the
whole process to anew one."

It was a statement that could have de-
scribed other parts of her life as well. In her
unceasing effort to rebuild — everything
was scheduled down to the hour — her per-
sonal life had gotten out of whack She had-
n't taken time to process her feelings about
the fire. At inopportune moments, memo-
ries of it would shake her. Some days, she'd
have to walk away for hours.

“1 get really overw helmed with thoughts
of the fire and thoughts of sifting through
and seeing my business burned down,” she
zaid. "Tthink I used to white-knuckle, brute-
force my way through and just be like: “You
are not sad right now. You're not stressed
out. You're going to just keep pushing
through.' I really thought I could skirt
around the sadness."

Controlling what she could, she trimmed
her shoulder-length hair every few months
intowhat became a pixie cut just ahove her
ears. (Shorter hair also saved her time.)

Ms. Yu's tight circle of friends pushed her
toeat, rest and celebrate herself, especially
when her birthday and the store's second
anniversary rolled around.

Above center, Ms. Yu discussing the
damage from the fire, smoke and
maold, above left, that forced a full
renavation of the store. She
depended on home-im provement TV
shows to gather ideas for the
rebuild, above in December.

apartment, which was filled with mis-
matched furniture, books and records, and
binge-watch home-improvement TV shows
like “Hack My Home" and “Hoarder House
Flippers”

The shows taught her which colors clash
and how to make a room feel bigger, Mur-
phy bookshelves and nooks could create a
homey feel. She sketched drawings to show
her contractor

“I'wish I had knownother people that had
designed spaces," Ms. Yu said. “But I was
like, ‘This is just something I'm going to
have to do.” And that's why HGTV was my
resource during this time."

By thefall, construction was in full swing
ather cavernous store, The wires that hung
from the ceiling were covered by drywall.
The floors were stripped to their concrete
base, and the walls in the basement had
been torn away to expose the brick

A Temporary Home

Amonth after the fire, the Market Line Food
Hall, about a mile from her store, offered a
basementspot for her business. It was only
about three-quarters the size of her ariginal
location, but it provided a steady address
that people could find on Google. While not
disclosing terms, Ms. Yu said she had nego-
tiated a favorable lease because Market
IL_J.nee'xpenedYu& Me to generate foot traf-
ic.

Over Labor Day weekend, Ms. Yu, her
employees and her friends worked to rep-
licate Yu & Me in the temporary space. They
assembled Ikea furniture, painted walls,
pulled the books out of storage and bought
new ones from distributors. Ms. Yu spent
$3,000 on construction fees and $10,000 on
books. Onopening day, the 7H4-square-foot
space was crowded with well-wishers who
told her that she had outdone herself by
recreating the store’s living-room vibe,

‘m probahly going to be really good at
opening bookstores at the end of Ih\s she
quipped.

But it wasn't the same. Bookstores rely
on serendipitous foot traffic. This shopwas
on the lower level at Market Line, while
most of the action was upstairs, where peo-
ple grabbed piza or a beer before heading
out. Ms. Yu couldn't use her liquor or food
license for this location, so she couldn't

“I can see how it would be easy to feel
alone in this situation because at the end of
the day, she is the sole awner of this store)”
Ms. Fish said

As Lunar New Year neared, Ms. Yu
veamed to return to her Chinatown store.
She Lesnlvﬂitnmcrpe]ut bythe endof Janu-
ary. Besides, inearly February, Market Line
anneunced that it would close'in April.

The Homecoming

The days preceding the reopening were
chaotic. OnInstagram, Yu & Me's page ad-
vertised the event with memes and emajis
Behindthe scenes, employees scrambled to
get enough books to fill the store.

DMs. Yu had ordered l]mu&ands of tifles,
asking that they be shipped to Market Line
because the original store was still under
construction. But the carrier, UPS, secing
that her Market Line location was vacant,
returned the shipments After reordering
them — this time to Yu & Me — she slept at
the store, waiting for them to arrive.

On the last Sunday in January, Ms. Yu,
now 29, opened the door to Yu & Me. It was
dark and rainy, but patrons immediately
and consistently flowed in.

The first was Henry Rivere, a customer
who said that he was there to support an
Asian-owned business and that he had been
following the store's story on social media
The author Min Jin Lee swung by to give
Ms. Yu a hug, saying she was moved that
the entrepreneur hadn't given up on her
dream. Gloria Moy, an upstairs neighbor
who was also displaced for monthsafter the
fire, was excited to see the diverserange of
customers coming into Chinatown,

“Ican't describe it," Ms. Moy, 63, said. " To
have the community come together, raise
everybody up, rise from the ashes just in
time for New Year's.

Friends with bonquets wriggled past the
long line of customers. Pedro Ramirez
‘bought $265 worth and a blue Yu & Me cap
that he wore out of the store.

She had set low expectations for sales.
But a month after the apening, her revenue
was 50 percent more than it was before the
fire. The bar nights are back, too.

Ms. Yuis now giving herself more time to
read and reflect. Sitting inside the rednook,
which was inspired by the hours of home-
improvementhinge-watc hing, she reflected
on aline by the novelist Tayari Jones at the
end of “Silver Sparrow": “People say, that
which doesn't kill vou makes you stronger.
But they are wrong. What doesn't kill you,
doesn't kill vou. That's all you get."

She paused. Then her eyes welled with
tears.

“It's so true," Ms. Yu said. " There's been
30 many times inthislast year where [ feel
like somemmg in me Jsdym,g and I'm still
here. It didn't kill me. It didn't kill me”
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ADVERTISER PERSPECTIVE

The Moment | Realized You
Can’t Outsource Your Essence

ZACH KITSCHKE CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER, CANVA

TO EXPAND THE BRAND OF ONE OF THE
FASTEST-GROWING START-UPS IN HISTORY,
I HAD TO REMEMEBER CANVA'S ORIGINS,
WHEN IT WAS JUST A FEW PEOPLE
WORKING AROUND A DINING TABLE.

My first job interview with Melanie Perkins
and Cliff Obrecht, who founded Canva,
could not have been more of a flunk.

Canva wasn't really a thing yet. It had no
product, no brand, and was months away from
launch. Mel had recently started the company
— which consisted of her and two co-founders
and a very small team — out of a small space
in Sydney’s Surry Hills. |, too, was finding my
way. | had just lost my job when the tech blog
| was working for went belly up. With bills to
pay, | was desperate for any kind of work, and
a mutual connection asked Mel to meet with
me. She was polite. | was awkward. There
wasn't the immediate job offer | was hoping for!

On my way home, | kept playing back the
conversation. She'd described this incredible
future world, in which everyone — not just
trained designers — had the tools to create
beautiful designs. | imagined how people all
over the world could communicate their ideas
more powerfully, & world that enabled more
people to express their inherent creativity.
| was convinced: These three would change
the design universe as we knew iL. | wanted
to be part of it.

S0 when | got home, | wrote Mel and CIiff
an email. It was a list of all the things | thought
| could help them with: driving public relations,
building a social media strategy, writing
content. | was adamant about showing them
that | understood their vision, believed in it
and wanted to help. Not sure if it was pity,

but fortunately Cliff asked if I'd like to
come in for a day’s contract work, and
soon | was Canva's Employee No. 5.

My journey began modestly. My first day's
project was to write a media release for our
funding announcement. That went well,
and so then there was another challenge,
and another and another. | loved Canva’s
roll-up-your-sleeves attitude, that any
problem was a shared one to be solved. I've
now been with Canva for 11 years. As we've
scaled, I've run PR., H.R.. Product and even
established our first international office.

| saw Canva grow from five people to
nearly 5,000 employees worldwide, operating
in 190 countries and with 170 million
mionthly active users. As with most employees
of start-ups, | became quite adept at what
we call just-in-time leaming — a healthy
mix of being a quick study, veracious reader,
podcast listener and, most impartantly,
not being afraid to ask for help from advisers
and mentors — all of which allowed me to
embrace any role that came my way.

| was able to take on different challenges
because Canva, the company, works a great
deal like Canva, the product. The company’s
roots are in empowerment, and that notion
goes far beyond the product. It's a business
culture that enables regular people — like
me — Lo push themselves to do things
they didn’t realize they could. And we did
s0 many remarkable things. We grew from
that tiny crew to one of the fastest-growing
start-ups in the world,

Knowing when to pivot and when to hold
has played a critical role in our success. For
example, a few years back we did what big

‘If I've learned anything in my
11 years at Canva it is that
there are some things you just
can't outsource — and the soul
of your brand is one of them.

companies do: We decided to hire a brand
agency to conduct a rebrand of Canva,

The goal was to invest more in marketing
and to figure out whe we were and how we
showed up in a more mature and cohesive
way. In this process, we were choosing
between a couple of firms, both of which,
on paper, were amazing. They had both
done powerful work for leading household
brands. They showed their gorgeous work in
thoughtful ways. We could have easily picked
either one, gotten some nice work out of it,
and maybe would have won a few awards.

But digging into the proposals, alarm
bells started to ring in my head. This was going
to cost astronomical amounts of money
(that as a start-up, we didn't have!), and a
group of experts was going to go away
and come back to us with a beautiful brand.
It just didn't feel right. How could people
who didn't know who we were, or what we
were really about, deduce our identity based
on a few focus groups. The thing about
Canva was, you had to live it to really get it.

There were some clear tangibles, but
much of Canva’s essence just couldn't pop
through a creative brief. For us, it's the
soul of a company that — at its heart
— Iz rooted in a vision to empower people
1o share their passions with the world in
wvivid, brilliant design. That, at the end of
the day, Is your brand: who you are and
how you show up for your team, your
investors, your community. So, we set out
te answer those questions ourselves.

QOver the course of several months, we'd
ask ourselves all sorts of deep questions.
We'd run brainstorms and workshops, poring
over other brands — their photography,
their typefaces, how they showed up in
ads or creative — as we debated who
we were, and who we were nol.

The result was cemented in Canva’s
three key brand values: We are human,
We are empowering, we are inspiring.
Now everything we do, whether it's how we
show up at an event, the way we engage
with our community on social media, or
how we bring Canva to life on a billboard,
is driven by this shared sense of identity.

MARK MAKERS
ON|/THE MOMENT

A new series from NEW YORK TIMES ADVERTISING
examining the pivotal moments that
move brands — and culture — forward.

TO READ MORE STORIES,
SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT

ON-THE-MOMENT

NYTIMES.COM/MARK-MAKERS-
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Setting world records
hasn't kept Katie Ledecky
from staying humble.
BY ANDREW TRUNSKY
PAGE 10

The gold medal winner Katie Ledecky will compete in this summer's Paris Olympics. Her memoir, “Just Add Water," comes out on Tuesday.
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Above left, Jenna Lyons at her stoop sale; and, clockwise from above right, seme of the items that were for sale at the event, inSoHo.
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that also had a cover charge.
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FASHION REVIEW | VANESSA FRIEDMAN

Before the Sports Begin, a Style Competition Starts

WHEN 15 A FASHION SHOW not just a fashion
show ? Whenit is avehicle for cultural diplo-
macy.

At least this appears to be the case with
the cruise destination extravaganzas that
have taken place recently. These events in-
creasingly serve to position the big five
brands that hold them less as mere fashion
houses and more as national ambassadors
to the world: billion-euro avatars of influ-
ence on unafficial state visits.,

Back when this interstitial season was in-
vented to bridge the gap between the fall
and spring runw; shows, cruise col-
lections seemed to contain clothes that
were more wearable or practical. Now, at
least in the hands of the mega-brands, the
clothes (or atleast their wearability) are al-
most beside the point. The point is the spec-
tacle, access and power they represent — of
all kinds, including that of celebrity and so-
cial media. Indeed, the front-row stars are
as much an attention-grabbing part of the
shows as the shows themselves.

In a world of fashion micro-trends, that
may be the biggest one of all.

This was true this season, as the shows of
Chanel, Louis Vuitton, Hermes, Dior and
Balenciaga served as calling cards for the
Paris Olympics, which isbeing touted as the
most “fashion” Olympics ever.

It is no coincidence that Louis Vuitton
and Dior are owned by LVMH, which is a
top-line sponsor of the Paris Games. Nor is
the fact that Bernard Armault, the master-
mind nf LVMH, has explicitly stated that he
elling luzury,
worth |10[H1g
that this was the first time Balenciaga had
shown in China and, for Hermés, the first
new collection show held outside of France,

“Hermés has always had a g
nection with New York, "saidthe brand's de-
signer Nadége Vanhee, before her New
York debut, held on Pier 36 and complete
with hanging vellow traffic lights and a Gal-
lic cocktail boite.

“It's the same spirited woman: taking in
the sounds and energy of the city,” Ms. Van-
hee went on, though her clothes looked
more fitting for someone taking the city on,
not just in; the slick black and caramel
leathers telegraphed an active, rather than
passive, vibe. The brand's signature scarf

Brands prepare to be ambassadors for the Paris Olympics.

prints and fringe were stll there, but the
overall effect was more haute night crawler
than equestrian, down to theleather paper-
boy caps. And more alluring for it

Fashion, as much as anything, has been
part of France's patrimony and identity in
the world. These shows simply expand the
territary.

The Influence Travelogue

It started with Chanel in early May, just af-
ter the Olympic flame arrived at that port
city

On the rooftop of the Le Corbusier-de-
signed MAMO, in front of Kristen Stewart,
Tessa Thompson, and Lily-Rose Depp
(among others), the designer Virginie
Viard offered up a parade of Chanel-style
athleisure: long-line bouclé jackets over
bike shorts, tweed hoodie skirt suits and lit-
tle cocktail frocks with double C-branded
plackets. There was even a pair of evening
sweats.

If the combination of sports and brand se-
miology was awkward rather than inspir-
ing, at least the lacy takes on tank top dress-
ing were cool. And the setting wasspectacu-
lar, even viewed remotely, via livestream,
which is how this critic watched since New
York Times reporters do not accept free
trips (most of the media that attends, like
the celebrities and some Very Important
Clients, do so0 as “guests” of the house). In-
deed, it was more memorable than the
clothes — perhaps a harbinger of the fact
that a few weeks after the show Ms. Viard
announced she would be leaving the brand

Next up was Vuitton, where the d. ner
i iére continued his pursuitof
time-traveling architectural grandeur in
the multicolumn Hypostyle Room of Antoni
Gaudi's Park Gilell in Barcelona and in front
of Sophie Turner, Cynthia Erivo and the
Haim sisters

There, under a ceiling of mosaic domes,
he sent out a parade of wardrobe building
blocks with just as much structure. The tri-
angular 1980s jackets with jutting shoul-
ders, and precisely angled gaucho hats
were weirdly galactic, while the puffballs of
evening taffetas had go-go-decade refer-
ences in their swirls.

Then came Balenciaga, at the Jean Nou-
vel-designed Museum of Art Pudong in

Shanghai, where the city's jutting skyline
served as both a backdrop and a starting
paint for the equally towering boots that
went down the runway. They were stacked
on 15-centimeter soles and made in the
shape of skyscrapers, their height allowing
for elongated floa reeping trench coats.
And that was just the start of the meme-
baiting, which continued through trench
and puffer coat bags (slung over the shoul-
der) and more duck-billed sneakers.

For a brand that hasmad e a signature out
of combining show and social commentary,
the statement felt less like food for thought
than fodder for social media. It was also a

Clockwise from top
left: Looks from
Christian Dior,
Ir—
Chanel, Hermés
and Louis Visitton.

distraction from the power player pussy-

w day silks, fit for an ironic Margaret
Thﬂ[\h“l and the even smarter evening
gowns made in upcycled materials.

See, for example, onestrapless whitelodk
made from Tyvek, a strapless sheath
crafted in gold foil, and a cotton-cand y pink
cocoon dress adomed with whatlooked like
feathers (but turned out to be strips of pink
plastic garbage bags). In a country where
T a subject of increasing tension, it
was a canny representation of mood.

Castles and Tartans

As the artistic director of Dior women's
wear, Maria Grazia Chiuri, said before her
show, held in the elaborate gardens of
Drummaond Castle in Perthshire, Scotland:
“1 think it is very important to explain that
fashion is not only a brand; that fashionis a
territory where we are speaking about
many different aspects that are political,
economical, cultur

Hence her decision to devate her cruise
collections to both highlighting the global
history of Dior and marrying it to local arti-
sanship. This time, the focus was on a 1955
collection that Christian Dior showed at
Gleneagles, as well as on the history of
Mary, Queen of Scots, and her passion for
embroidery and its semiology. Throw in the
work of the Scottish specialists Harris
Tweed; Johnstons of Elgin, the knitwear
company; and an independent brand called
Le Kilt founded by 30-something Samantha
McCoach in 2014 to make kilts contempo-
rary, and you get clan Dior,

Theresult positions Dior as atastemaker,
bestawing its seal of approval anta others,
and gives the collections a reason for exist-
ing ina world that can often seem crammed
with too much stuff. Ms. Chiuri's interpreta-
tion of local aesthet an be eye-rollingly
banal — Scotland! Tartan! Bagpipes! Ar-
les! — but it also reflects the curiosity of
an outsider.

Sometimes that combination works very
well, as it did with the softened New Lock
silhouettes made from purple and black tar-
tan shawls and the chain mail evening
gowns; sometimes less well, as in the fa
punk postcard pastiches of old Dio
inburgh photos and the cocktail frocks and
corsets embroidered with waords such as
“bos: “hysterical” and “nag." (Ms. Chiuri
can't quite abandon her yven for a feminist
slogan.)

Oneshaw] with a map of Scotland was so
literal that you expected a Google maps dot
pointing to the show's location. But the
sheer commitment of 89 such looks ulti-
mately has a sincerity that is undeniable
and more interesting than what often ap-
pe'us in her regular runw ay shows
nakes cross-border collaboration look
av»fu] ly good.

To Set a Soothing Mood, They Let the Darkness In

Can you create a calmer
interior with deeper hues?
Some decorators say yes.

By LIAPICARD

When Emily Peterson purchased her sea-
side cottage in Cape Neddick, Maine, she
knew its coastal hues had to go. “The sec-
ond we walked through this Thouse, 1 had
this
Ms. Petel son, who bought the 1770s hame
nearly two yvears ago. "It's been here for so
many years, and I just wanted to bring life
back into it."

In this case, that meant going back toits
historical roots with moodier colors.

So Ms. Peterson, who shares the cottage
with her hushband and two young children,
painted over the butter yellow and powder-
blue walls with dark greens and deep blues.

Bright, vibrant spaceshave enjoyed their
time in the sun — after all, last summer's
Barbiecore moment even extended to
homes — but there's growing interest in a
dark interior aesthetic. On TikTok, videos
highlighting thi vle often rack up thou-
sands of likes. And on the home-decorating
website Houzz, there's been a surge in
searches related to dark and moody décar
— for example, “moody bedroom” searches
are up 142 percent.

“The popularity of darkand moody décor
is likely a reaction to the bright whites and

hat have dominated interiors in
said Mitchell Parker, Houzz's
senior editor any homeowners are look-
ing for something different.”

That was the case for Ms. Peterson, a 33
vear-old artist whose previous home Imd
l\glu gray walls. Now, each room in her cot-
tage has its own deep shade: Blackish-
green walls — painted using Andiron by
Sherwin-Williams — in theliving room seta

backdrop for a green velvet couch and a
gallery wall of vintage oil paintings.

Against a dark wall, the colors of the fur-
niture and art pop and can command more
attention than they might in a bright room.
“I want my house to feel kind of like a mu-
seum,’ Ms. Peterson said. Her son's bed-
room is color-drenched; the walls, ceiling
and trim are painted using Smokehouse, a
warm brown with gray notes, by Sherwin-
Williams, drawing attention to its nautical
theme,

The new color scheme has had a calming
effect on Ms. Peterson. "1 feel cozy," she
said. “It's awarm hug every time that vou
sit in these rooms.”

Dark interiors are deeply rooted in his-
tary. Inthe Victorian era, forest green, dark
blue and other rich tones reigned supreme.
This was, inlarge part, aresult of technolog-
ical advancements at the time. Rail trans-
portation and the invention of the reseal-

able paint can in the late 1800s
more accessible, said Kate Reggev, a his-  an interior designer and
torical architect and project manager atZu- TV personality, used a

made paint From left: Jean Stoffer,

management firm in New Yark.

“Paint also became much stabler with
new color options, thanks to the develop-
ment of synthetic pigments," she added.

Before the mid-1800s, paint was made
with natural pigments that were muted and
faded, so limewash — a mixture of burned
lime and water — was preferred over paint.

It doesn't surpri s. Reggev that dark
interiors continue to find their way into peo-
ple's homes. “1 think the staying power of
moody, dark interiors is the comforting, en-
veloping environment they create)' she
said.

Inwarm and humid Bluffton, 5 C. Jessica
Hawks, abusiness coach, felt that her build-
er-grade home lacked personality. A D.LY-
er, Ms. Hawks painted her bedroom with

Representation, a project — gray-blue hue forher

pantry: for a home she
remodeled, she useda
brown witha burgundy
tint; and a blckisl-green
paint in Emily Peterson’s
living room serves asa
Dackdrop for a green
velvet coueh.

‘It's a warm hug every
time that you sit in these
rooms, a homeowner

said of her dark walls.

London Clay by Farrow & Ball, a brown so
deep it almost has a burgundy tint. She also
added wainscoting and furnished the room
with a four-poster bed and eclectic vintage
items.

Even though I live near the beach, I
wanted to pull the feeling of places in Eu-
rope, like the Louvre or cathedrals, into my
own home," Ms. Hawks, 27, said.

‘While bedrooms are popular contenders
for deep colors, some opt to paint second-
ary, less-visited rooms in saturated shades
— and, in turn, those rooms become desti-
nations. Jean Stoffer, an interior designer
and TV personality, took this approach to
the butler pantry in her Greek Revival
home in Grand Rapids, Mich. The walls and
ceilings are painted a custom r-blue.
“When we have parties, people are in there

talking all the time," Ms. Stﬂ[fel said. " They
just love being in that room."

Some may hesitate to go dark in a room
out of fear that it will make the space feel
small, but it usually has the op posite effect.
“If you color-drench and do the ceilings and
evervthing, your eye has nowhere to stop,”
Ms. Peterson said. “It just actually feels big-

ger!

‘When deciding how dark to paint a room,
Laura Jenkins, an interior designer, works
with its lighting. “If vou have a beautiful
room with natural light that streams in, 1
love making those rooms bright and lighter,
playing into the light" said Ms. Jenkins,
who lives in Atlanta. "If you already have a
dark room, lean into the dark and let it be
what it wants to be"
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MODERN LOVE

[ Saw My Smile Lines. He Saw My Smile.

A home project opens the eyes
of a woman who was ignoring
a bias that she saw in athers.

By ANN GARVIN

In April, 1 published an essay in Madison
Magazine about a meet-up where I asked
my date, who was my age, 62, how online
dating was going for him ngllt to my face,
with. '\nupﬁn mile, he said that for someone
so successful and fit (as he apparently saw
himself), he was surprised he wasn't dating
VOUN ZET WO,

Without saying a word, I stood up, gave
him a quick smile and walked away. Later |
realized there were all kinds of things 1
wished I had said. Mostly I wanted to point
my finger and call him out as a stone-cold
ageist. Which eventually I did by writing
that ¥

Afterit was published, I learned that peo-
ple on social media had big feelings about
love and dating after a certain age. It was
thrilling to feel like 1 had tapped into some-
thing, a moment in culture, but it was also
disappointing to see how many of the reac-
tions were from people who were worried
that Thad not foundmy person. There was a
tone of sad-eyed, head-tilted-to-the-side,
“Don't give up hope!" — asif  were battling
adisease called singledom instead of a cul-
tural disdain for women over 40

One reader suggested my "picker” was
broken and reminded me that I can't have
evervthing in one person. Another said 1
would find my partner as soon as [ stopped
looking.

“Your soul mate is out there," one woman
wrote. “1 just know it."

Didn't they see that 1 was complaining
about sexist ageism, not the fact that I didn't
have apartner?

‘While my phone chirped loudly with mes-
sages from friends and strangers as [ tried
tokeep up with comments and interactions,
my longtime friend, Jim, a carpenter, was in
my house building out a closet. Occasion-
ally, he would call out, and I would run up-
stairs to help balance a shelf while he se-
culed;l into plw:

ay, you're busy" he said. “I've never
rone who worlks as hard as you do”
fied and said ‘o must be joking.
Have yon met yourself? You are a ma-

Then I would return tomy buzzing phone.

I'had known Jim, whaois six years my sen-
iar, for 15 vears. Our children went to schoal
together We car-pooled to sports events
and grumbled about coaches. When my
basement flooded or my old windows got
stuck shut, he would come over with a
bucket or a part, I would
aking jokes and keeping my

ay from things that pinched. Oc-

casionally, we got hincl,
During Lhelusl closet renovation Jim did
r ast fall, when I was writing the es-
watched him deftly haul every man-
ner of building supplies into and out of my
bedroom. When directed, I held a board in
place while he, with the precision of a man
who has built too many houses o count,
kicked the board perfectly into place.
made fun of his unorthodox carpentry tool,
the toe of his boot, and went back towriting.

‘When my closet was finished, I populated
it with hangers, baskets and too many lon g-
sleeve T-shirts for one single chilly woman
to own. [ counted my shoes, got rid of two
pairs, looked at Jim and realized I didn't
wiant him to go.

This led to a new project, a revamping of

ANNGARVIN i= o
I, “Bummer Ce

EMAIL mode rnlove(@ nytimes com

an under-theeaves space. Jim
worked together to measure and ps
showed me how to use a table saw.

I noticed he favared one of his legs and
asked if he had hurt himsell.

“Bone spurs,” he said

I gave him the number of my friend, an
orthopedic surgeon.

I bragged about my new closets to
friends, and when they askedif Jim could be
hired, I told them what he told me: He isre-
tired and works anly when he wants to, and
mostly he doesn't want to.

When Jim asked me if 1 had seen the
Christmas lights at the community gardens
near his house, I said no, but they sounded
nice. During closet No. 2, after a Friday of
Jim working hard and me hardly working
(that's a Jimism}, we walked through the
gardens oohing and ahhing at the bright
spectacle against the night sky, wondering
who climbed the ladders and wrapped the
string lights in the branches overhead and
wha would take them down.

The next time we gat together, we went
ice skating. I hadn't skated in more than a
decade and was sure I would wipe us both
out. Jim, a father of a former high schoal
hockey player, tightened my te for me.
After our first shaky lap, he s Look at
you. You're a natural "

L knew what I looked like: a woman in a
red plaid Elmer Fudd hat with no business
being anywhere near ice without a crash
helmet. Smiling, Jim skimmed ahead, exe-
cuted a tight turn and said: “T' take your
picture. Skate toward me."

He wasn't flirting, and there was no sec-
ondary agenda in his encouragement We
weere twio people who kneweach other well,
enjoying ourselves, and I felt how I always
feel around Jim: cared for.

“Look atthat smile," he said as he held up
his phone.

‘When he helped me pull my skates off at

and 1
nt. He

Don't kid yourself. I felt
what was happening. [
was eyeing up Jim, and
not in the way a woman
does when she wants
new closets.

the end of the night, I naticed his thick hair
and how, when he laughed, he looked like an
Irish elf but better locking than most elves.

Daon't kid yourself. I felt what was hap-
pening. [ was eveing up Jim, and not in the
way a woman does when she wants new
closets. No, not that way at all

1told myself to move slowly, to be sure. I
didn't want to ruin our long friendship by
turningit into something it wasn't. That was
true, but something else was truer.

deep understanding of the
xist ageism (and what would
become my viral protest against it), I hesi-
tated. What if I ruined the friendship, made
everything awkward between us because
Jim thought of me as my date had? Awom-
an of a certain age, the very age the world
isn't interested in, sexually or atherwise.

Let me beclear: When it cameto ageism,
Jim was not the problem. [ was

I have squinted at my smile lines and
thought, smile less? Wondered if 1 should
consider a neck lift. And, worse, I believed
that romance hadto start with romance and
that a romantic relationship had to begin
with a meet-cute, a quick spark.

Ithad been along time since [ had feltthis
way about someone, despite dating quite a
lot in the yea o2 my marriage ended in
2010. Was it possible I had so many precon-

ceived notions of age, romance and sex that
T'was blind to my own story?

Could it be that 1 had internalized all that
ageism I had taken such a public stand
nst? 1 could point a finger at my date,
but what about myself? Jim had been there
for me for 15 years. Only now did I consider
that he might find me interesting and at-
tractive, crow's feet and all.

In January, he and I drove the two anda
half hours to Chicago to see "Hamilton" In
the car, Jim told me he loved the blues and
how important music was ta him

“What kind of music do you like?" he
asked and waited for me to tell him. He lis-
tened carefully and suggested we go toa
concert together.

“We should," I said.

In the theater, settled into our seats, |
snapped a selfieof us and took a moment to
inspect it. There he was with his kind eyes.
Our temples were touching, and we were
grinning from ear to ear

Thad captured joy, a shining moment that
had zeroto dowith how old either ofus was.

Sometimes, an essay for strangers has
message for its author. That night, 1 si-
lenced the chatter and inched in close to
Jim. And while the lights dimmed and the
orchestra began, we smiled in the darkness
and waited for the real show to begin.

Tiny Love Stories Two Matts Walk Into a Bar

rooms. Amid the grime, Mat|
me. | asked: “Isit'B
aromantic place, but life is

night

We met at a gay bar called Woody's. The name sz
s kind and honest. A
Legs' night?" He said: “Idon't know." Maybe we didn't meet in
't always romantic; there are mortgage payments and

Caovid and grocery shopping and toilet cleaning. Yet 19 yea
world together, had cocktails at the Ritz. His kis.

/s it all: cheap beers, suspect bath-
nile that could never hurt

8 , We have seen the
till makes me happy I went out that

For more readers” stories and to submit your own: nytimes comy tinylovestories

Getting back with an ex may
mean dealing with undesired
scrutiny and doubters.

LAST YEAR, BEN AFFLECK made headlines
for appearing to be in a bad mood. After
opening acar door for his wife, Jennifer Lo-
pez, he shut it with what viewers decided
was maore force than strictly necessary.

M claimed he also appeared to be
sulking while seated next to his wife at the
2023 Grammy Awards. (He later said his
expression had mare to do with an un-
planned bit by the event's host, Trevar
Noah)

Then there was Mr. Affleck's unaccompa-
nied appearance at the Netflix mast of Tom
ay, followed the next day
by Ms. Lopez's arriving without her hus-
band at the Met Gala.

For many, Ms. Lopez's abrupt cancella-
tion of her su tour last week (very

ssibly a result of poor ticket sales) was
the final bit of proof fans needed toconclude
that the couple's marriage was on the rocks.

Rumars of issues between Ms. Lopez and
Mr. Affleck, whose breakup-to-makeup
story may be one of the most closely
wiatched celebrity relationships in Holly-
wood history, began abouta year after their
SUrp wedding in 2023, (The couple
called offa first engagement 20 years ago.)
But who's to say the pair's schedules ha-
wven't made it difficult to attend events to-
gether? Perhaps Mr. Affleck's seeming bad
mood was unrelated to his wife when he
shut that car door?

The frenzied speculation has only in-
creased the already overwhelming atten-
tion the couple receive. Just last weekend,
they were surrounded by a group of papa-
razzi snapping pictures as they lefthis son's

THIRD WHEEL | GINA CHERELUS

Rekindling LLove Can Take a Whole Lot of Work

Jemifer Lopez and
Ben Affleck in February.
They were marriedin
2022, Their Tirst
engagement was called
aff 20 years ago.

stances, but especial

basketball game in Santa Monica This
time, they seemed happy together, even ex-
changing acheek kiss
New love is delicate in the best of circum-
s when it is rekindled.
And when you're two Aist celebrities, the
scruting that you're under becomes even
harsher. Right now, only the couple know if
they really are headed toward divorce, but
the world will be watching for even the
smallest of hints as to which way the winds
are blowing.

Forthe average person, that scrutiny and

ATV O U REATERS

pressure is still felt, albeit on a smaller
scale. It cancome from loved anes who are
warried that you ht he making a mis-
take or from the parasocial spectators on
vour feed who are thirsty for breakup gos-
to sipon.

According to Lisa ie Bobby, a psy-
chologist and relationship counselor, it is
extremely common for people to get back
together after working on themselves and
to have a second chapter that's more pos-
itive than the first. But during the breakup
process, it's also common to speak nega-

tively about the relationship to friends and
family, which can color their perception of
wour partner, so she recommends resisting
[]1ele|1'pnumuoleﬂ all the intimate details
and instead talk to a professional.

“Thereis often alotofanger, hurt, resent-
ment, and when we are in that emotional
space, we tend to become binary in our
thinking," she said. “And when we rein that
space, that is the narrative we are telling
other people”

Of course, when arelationshipis toxic or
even abusive, her guidance is the opposite.
Loved ones can help someone find the
strength to leave instead of cycling in and
out of the same relationship.

“Theywilloften benefit from letting in the
feedback or commentary from people who
really love them and care about them," Dr.
Bobby said

If you are dealing with skepticism over
wvour rekindled romance, Dr. Bobby recom-
T s doing some "PR. for your relation-
ship” and talking to friends and family
members who may have develaped a neg
tive impression of an ex and reassuring
them that you've both worked on the previ-

Any reunion hetween two exes, no matter
how beautiful or passionate, occurs on
shaky ground. What if it doesn't work and
ends up being awaste of time? Is this a pur-
suit of destined love or an act of settling?
Canthe trust be rebuilt, or will old toxic cy-
cles persi Dr. Bobby said one of the
main reasons people are anxious in thisway
is that they haven't worked through the is-
sues from the previous relationship

“There is a lot of power in doing some
very deep work” she said. “If you're going
to try again in a relationship, both people
need to have a clear understanding of what
went wrong the first time around.”
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Middle Age Isn't Easy, but The}"e’s No Turning Back

Chlog Sevigny talks about the
kinds of roles she wants, and
the perfume she now has.

By JESSICATESTA
Before the air around Chleé Sevigny can be
iy ented perfume, it
Sevigny gasped
when she karned that some people inter-
preted a remark she recently made on In-

year she starred asthe mideentury so
C.Z Gueston “Feud: Capote vs.the Swans,"
a series on FX and Hulu. She just finished
filming another series, ph\-mg Kitty Me-
nendez, who was killed by her sons in 1959
The day after our inter view
flyto San Franciscofor rehearsals an ica
Guadagnino film, co-starring Julia Roberts
and Ayo Edebiri

An actress considers the

re-ageTessive.
nice to be included
eneath a Vi

w
written

she had
riety magazine cover

challenges of fa 5
while trying to embrace

that she sharedwith Kim K rdashian. They the unwelcome changes.

had been paired for
conversation,
on Wednesday.

n

"Becal|=e]]LEl<o||1eoff snarky
Imlzhe(\ “The inside scoop i3 I

5('\I

sa
be perceived as @

Ly, Wl hu\.'mh to
chala"lel actor!

“actors on actors”
hich Variety released online

When we met, Ms. Sevigny,

This  Régime des Fleurs.

49 wa
s, linginfront of amirror and having her h
wrapped intoa tight bun, She wore astriped
robe and gem-encrusted Crocs by Simone

Rocha She was preparing for a cocktail
party being thrown that evening on the roof
of Fougquel ew York for her fragrance,

Little Flower, made by the indie perfumer

Ms. Sevigny w
arated sublet
son's tays, while the family's apartment was
being expanded. She and her husband, the
gallerist Sinisa Mackovie, had purchase

the unit nextdoor from an alder couple torn
between having more space in the country
and mare acce: 5

tocareinthecity, Ms.
gny said. The couple's dilemma made he\
wonder what she would do at their age.

Ms. Sevigny has been trying to embrace
middle age — becanse that at peaple
donow — but finds it difficult.

“1 think aging is really one of lhewm(l

h.a\'mzbeen declared an "It girl” at 19,

Chloé Sevigny at the
party for her irgrance,
Little Flower.

Social Q's | ruircaLanes

Risk in Reaching Out

My fathe

should | do now?

MIECE

My mother was extremely char-
ismatic (and equally tempera-
mental): She built bridges to
others with ease and often burned
them down just as quickly. So
spent much of my youth manitar-
ing her grudges and feeling pro-
tective of her. Do not follow my
lead! You are a person first and
your father's daughter second

I admire whatever loving whim
it was that led you to send a
Christmas note to your uncle. It

wrang with that? It certainly

you love
u were

kind to semeone with whom he
quarreled
" your next steps, th

your uncle, giv
him to lunch. You may do
ever youlike — or nothin
You have ¢

L invite

our responsibil-
ity to broker peace among peaple
whodo not want it or to investi-

gate the merits of cold case

Is This the Airport Shuttle?

My spouse and 1 (early 305} live
inthe suburhs of a major city. We
love entertaining family and
friends from out of town. The
issue: airport pickups. The public
transportation option can be
daunting with required transfers
But there are always cabs or ride
shares that cost about $60. We
pick up older guests or those
traveling with young kids. Re-
cently, though, others our age who
live in cities have asked us end-
less questions about train sched-
ules and other information they
could find easily online. Are they
fishing for pickups?

HasT

Speculating about the ulterior
matives of houseguests hefore
they even arrive does not seem to
match the great generosity of
your hosting impulse. It's also
stretch to suggest that asking
few annoying questions is hinting
for an airport pickup. You are not
required to ferry guests to your
home. But since this shower of

vho died seven years ago, was es-
tranged from his brother for over 40 years. (I don't
know why.) So, | haven't seen my uncle in dec-
ades. On a whim, when [ was wi
cards this year, | sent one to my uncle. On Valen-
tine’s Day, | came home to find a dozen red roses
and a box of candy on my doorstep with a note
that read: “Your Christmas card meant the world
to us!” It was signed, with love, from my unde and
aunt. [ wasn't sure what to do next, so | sent an-
other note, sharing the details of my life — and
eventually | received another dozen roses on my
doorstep. My sister is appalled that [ reached out
to our uncle: Our father would not approve, she
said, and it might upset our mother. So what

ing Christmas

questions oecurs regular
not pull together the salient de-
tails and keep them at the ready
to text to anyone who asks?

Tensions at the Property Line

We have been cordial with our
next-door neighbor for years, He
began to build a structure in his
yard without permits recently and
received astop-work order from
the city. He may believe that we
reported him to code enforcement,
but we didn't. Still, that night, he
began shouting exple tives about
my hushand and blaring music
from open windows at odd hours
This is way out of character for
him: We've never heard a peep
from him before this, and I'm
freaking out. How can we ap-
proach this issue safely?
NEIGHBOR

“Your neighbar’s behavior would
frighten me, too. Danot go next
door to speak with him. Eut 1
wouldn't call the police yet, either,
That may only escalate his griev-
ance without communicating
what may be the maost pertinent

- You didn't report him. (Mot
that his harassment would be
appropriate even if you had.)

1 would start witha
informi
ing to do with the stop-wor
and demand that he stop his
unneighborly behavior at once. 1f
he doesn't, I see no alternative
but to eall the palice

Mom Is Grossed Out

Ivideo chat with my 40-year-okl
daughter frequently. Lately, I've
noticed that while she is speaking,
she sticks her finger in her nose,
then wipes it clean and licks it
(Sorry tobe so gross!) She has
good social skills and is neat and
tidy, but this new habit stops me
cold. T am afraid to mentionit; she
may be offended Should [ send
her a carton of tissues?

MOTHER

My condolences on your video
«chats. Still, many of us do gross

characterize the bel
disgusting or judge it in any ws
that is apt to increase her embar-
assment: Just the fac

With ludk, she will stop once she
is made aware of wh
daing.

jor as

@Social QPhilip on X.
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I think aging is really
one of the worst things
of all time."

Lastmonth, the pop star rwm.xrxm\-

mlel ncl pﬂl ulia Fox — for [hn
0." At the end of the
A ges from aconvert-
|ble‘ml~c dlag from
with a group of them,
about 20 years younger m
"1 was toll every:
versions af thems:
ving nql to lﬂﬂk ] IlD

Lﬂlm“"{le Gargons and Hermes for years
before developing her own with her friend
Alia Raza, the Régime des Fleurs founder, in
2018,

ring to Moda Oper:
that hosted the ps
Moda Operandi heam

L'mlen Santo Dominy
one of the live canar
space.

Ms. Santo Dominge remembers
She also remembers being ateenager, com-
muting into New York City from Greenwi
Conn,, on the same train
watching for which train ¢
uld board at Darien, her home sta
“T don't think she knows 1 was stalking

mltme: and gue:

“It's not a maneymaker for me i any Hay and a host of "Red Scare

both fe-
she mld. refer-
ndi, the online retailer

selling Little
ver in 2023 and said the per fume is its
lling fragrance.
go, Ms. Sevign
- for Moda Opel

vent to a baby
di's co-founder,
and brought home
hat decorated the

the bird.

said Ms
r had stocl
cockm

Santo Domingo,

v.ecldmg W I|\<h was '||
sts including
sha Lyonne, the d

shade.

e my picture taken,"
id that alternoon
ed. She wore a Prada

already

themselves over and over and over again"

[ X 4 ]

Anna
I

T could just goto every party v and
is Sﬁ\'l!ll\'
getting
kirt and cape,

The internet may have
Sevigny went on a rant
les in & February video for

ng
Elle. But she takes beta blockers to calm
herself before going on late-night TV.

“1 feel
Ccamera

el on

uncomfortable being r
id

conversation, which the inter-
vinvestigated for any tinge of
Plenty of movie stars just

LOUIS VUITTON

LAUREN
HUTTON

Madel and actress

AGE 20

RECENTAND UPCOMING PROJECTS

1 turned 80 in November. Some-
i I feel Ilkei m 33, Some-
2.T've been writing a

are three or four alhe\ thin
need — intelligence, a cert;
amount of talent for the gig, a
strong wark ethic

I've said this before, but mod-
eling ever the dream. At
the start, Thad this childhood
eing the world. T
ly vears, in Charle
:\L“I en\med to

the swamp: .mil mmling flu'ough
palmettn groves, with a backyard
Lliga

[ull of snakes ators and
turtles and w vha would
tree me.

1 already knew then I had to
get out there and see the world. 1
had to. By now I've lost count of
the amount of times I've been
around the globe.

When I got into modeling, 1
norant about the
—and 'ﬂmul f'\ hian

madel for Dior — |l

modeling. The other model, who

despised me for some reason,

kept Lelh me 11, th s

f ever going to EO in
T

Lauren Hutton in her Lower Manhattan loft last month. Onworking, she says,
“I do it because [ think it's usefulto wave the flag for fullgrown women

THE UNSTOPPABLES

Her Modeling Career
Was Never the Dream

vau've got that gap between your
teeth, you're too short.” And that
that

But then she happened to be
looking at some fashion maga-
zine and mentioned that, while

ve were making $50 a week, the
people in the magazine made $50
an hour! Iswear, I saw a giant
lightbulb that took up the whole
mirror. Tknew that if Tcould
figure out how to do that, I'd be
able to get to the Far East, to
Africa

So I wentafter it T got myself
in front of Dizna Vreeland, and
suddenly Iwas being used by
Avedon and Penn and other
photographers.

In 1974, Ms. Hutton s
Karel Reisz's “ The Gambler"

Now I've been in the business
for 60 years Why do [ keep
doing ccept that 1 take care

of abunch of people, Talmy
don't need the money anymaore. 1
do it because I think it's useful to
e the flag for full-gr
omen. [ looked around and saw
that there were no clder women
in ads or on magazines. There
getting old —
actors, athletes who still had

lue — but no women. So I keep
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Beneath a Freestyler’s Tranquil Surface

The seven-time Olympic gold
medalist Katie Ledecky gets
ready for the Paris Games.

By ANDREW TRUNSKY
BETHESDA, MD. — Long before Katie
Ledecky was collecting gold medals and
setting world records, she seemed noncha-
lant about making it across the pool

Inherfirst race, a25-meter freestyle, she
stopped along the lane line about 10 times,
sometimes to clear her goggles, sometimes
toclear hernose and sometimes just to look
around. But when she saw her competitars
cruising past, something sparked within
her. Shelet go. With windmill-like arms, she
plowed ahead, ultimately finishing second.

When her father, camcorder in hand,
asked his daughter, just 6 at the time, how
the race had gone, she said, “Great!" He
asked her if she was “just trying to finish,"
and she responded, “Just trying hard." The
conversation left Ms. Led ecky with akind of
motto she has kept in mind as she makes fi-
nal preparations for this summer's Paris
Olympics: Great. Hard. Just trying to finish.

Many of her early swims took place at
Palisades Swim & Tennis Club, a wooded,
family-friendly setting in Cabin John, Md,,
near Washington. Her final meet atthe club
wias in2014, two vearsafter she had won her
first Olympic gold medal. “Palisades” is the
first chapter of her new memair, “Just Add
Water" which comes out on Tuesday, and
the club's poal remains her most meaning-
ful place to swine.

Ms. Ledecky, now 27, and 1 recently met
for lunch in Bethesda, Md., where she grew
up. The day before, at the White House, she
hadbeen awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the nation's highest civilian hon-
or, making her the first swimmer to receive
one. During the ceremony, after noting that
some consider 27 old for an Olympic swim-
mer, President Biden said: “Katie, age is
just a number, kid."

“Ittook me aminute to process that joke,”
Ms. Ledecky said of the Bl-vear-old presi-
dent's remark.

She ordered a grilled chicken salad. She
had already swum 5600 meters {or 224
lengths) that moming and had another
practice in a few hours. She estimated that
she swims more than 65000 yards — or
about 37 miles — a week. That adds up to
1,900 milesa year, and it means eons of star-
ing at the black line that runs along the bot-
tom of a pool.

The work has not been for nothing. Ms.
Ledecky has won 10 Olvmpic medals, seven
of them gald, and 26 World Championship
medals, 21 of them gold. She has 24 of the
top 25 times in the 800-meter freestyle and
23 of the top 25 times in the 1 500,

For Ms. Ledecky, the hours spent staring
at the black line below are far from boring.
The repetition allows for creativity within
bounds. She focuses on every detail of her
stroke — how her hand enters the water,
how she rotates, how she breathes — while
tuning out the stressors of everyday life.
And the practices are hardly robotic or soli-

tary.

“I think some people don't realize that we
do stop on the wall, and we do get to chat
with our teammates and listen to music"
she said. “I don't feel like it's too monoto-
nous, just going back and forth, flipping at
every wall and staring at a black line."

At the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, Ms.
Ledecky waon the 800 freestyle and took sil-
ver in the 400-meter freestyle. She won the
1,500 freestyle, a new Olympic event for
wiomen that year, beating the runner-up by
over four seconds.

A couple of hours before that race, she
had finished fifth in the 200 freestyle; that
was the only Olympic event in Ms.
Ledecky's career in which she did not wina
medal.

“I don't think I fully recognized how chal-
lenging that was in the moment," she said of
adding the 1,500 freestyle to her Olympic
schedule. “I think I was just naive to that
and thought that I could just dao it all”

Ms. Ledecky also anchored the United
States' 4x200 freestyle relay in Tokyo. The
Americans came in second, losing by 04
seconds to China, which set a new world
recard.

China's relay win is less impressive than
itorignally seemed. In April, The New York
Times reported that 23 top Chinese swim-
mers, including two on the winning relay
squad, had tested positive for trimetazi-
dine, a potent banned substance, seven
manths before the Tokyo Games.

After Chinese officials clandestinely
cleared the athletes, the World Anti-Doping
Agency, charged with policing illegal sub-
stances in sports, and World Aquatics, the
international governing body for swim-
ming, chose to not intervene. (An investiga-
tion by Chinada, the Chinese antidoping
agency, suggested that the swimmers had
unknowingly eaten contaminated food.)

“None of it makes sense," Ms. Ledecky
said. “I think athletes deserve answers,
true answers. I think there needs to be a
true independent investigation. [ know
there are some independent investigations

and reviews that WADA and World Aquat-
ics are doing now, but from the looks of it, it
doesn't seem like it's very independent, in
my opinion.”

Does Ms. Ledecky think China's world
record is tainted?

“Well, I mean, we need answers," she
said. “Yeah. I think we all feel really dis-
couraged with the leadership here and just
the way the global system has addressed
thisissue”

She added: “It's not because I need a
medal or I want the gold medal. We are very
proud of our silver medal relay that outper-
formed our expectations. We had great
splits, and we came together as a team.”

Preparing for Paris

In the fall of 2021, Ms. Ledecky, a graduate
of Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif,
moved from that city to Gainesville, Fla,
home of the University of Florida. Since
then, she has been training alongside the
Gators' collegiate teams and other Clympi-
ans under Anthony Nesty, the Florida swim
and dive coach and one of the head coaches
for the U.S. Olympic team.

Mr. Nesty tweaked Ms. Ledecky's stroke
“to try to lengthen things out alittle bit)" as
she put it, and slightly increased her daily
vardage. Shetrains with Bobby Finke, who
won gold medals in the 800 and 1500 free-
styvles in Tokyo, and Kieran Smith, who took
bronze in the 400 freestyle there.

“Just trying to keep up with them
changed my stroke naturally” Ms. Ledecky
said.

Mr. Nesty said that Ms. Ledecky, even at
her elite level, is coachable and teachable,
adding, " The day-to-day grind, she enjays it
more than competing "

Ms. Ledecky also said that she istrying to
improve her kick. “A lot of people watch my
races and think that I don't kick, but under
thesurface [am kicking," she said. "At least
1 feel like I'm kicking."

She added that she is not focusing on the
2300 freestyle ahead of Paris. Mr. Nesty has

Hatie Ledecky, 27, above,
andat 13, below, after her
surprise victory atthe
2012 London Games. Last
month, Ms. Ledecky
became the first
swimmer to be awarded
the Presidential Medalof
Freedom, bottom.

She estimates that

she swims more than
65,000 yards, or about
37 miles, a weelc.

endorsed the shift away from it. “Athletes
aren't machines," he said.

Ms. Ledecky is not the most talkative in
practice, and Mr. Finke said sheis one of the
humblest people he has ever met. “I've
never heard her mention that she has a
world record, a gold medal or a warld title,"
he said.

Mr. Finke and Mr. Smith were excited
when they heardthat Ms. Ledecky would be
training with them in Gainesville, but Mr.
Finke confessed that he was slightly ner-
wous koo,

“T'll be honest, I was very scared at first
just because I've seen how she trains in
practice and how fast she goes" Mr. Finke
said. “I won't lie, she's beaten me a pretty
good amount of times."

Itis a fact that Ms. Ledecky is the great-
est freestyler of all time, he stated. “People
ask, "Who's the most famous person you
have in your phone ?' I'm like, it's probably
Katie, for me," Mr. Finke said.

Katie Ledecky is among the world's maost
accomplished athletes, but people seem to
know little about Katie Ledecky, the human.
Part of it is that most Americans follow
swimming for only a couple of weeks every
four years. Partof it is that Ms. Ledecky is
reserved and polite; she is not very active
onsocial media, and she does not make out-
landish comments.

“I can name on one hand the number of
swimmers that nobody dislikes said
Rowdy Gaines, the three-time Olympic gold
medalist who is now a swimming analyst
for NBC Sports. “There is nobody that dis-
likes Katie Ledecky."

Unlike some other famous American
swimmers in years past, Ms. Ledecky has
not gotten into the kind of trouble that gen-
erates headlines. She said she has never
smoked or had an alcoholic drink, noting
thatit's tough to go out drinking if you have
to get up for practice at 4 am

“ldidn'treally gotomany parties, justbe-
cause that's not my scene,” she said of her
time at Stanford. Her social life centered on
dinner with friends or hanging out in the
dorms with students who were not on the
swim team.

“Iremember there were somenights, we
would do watercolors," she said. “Tt sounds
so lame, but it wasn't. It was alot of fun.”

Ms. Ledecky also does not have the kind
of romantic life that would attract TMZ

“Ithinknone of that hasbeen a deliberate
choice of like, 'Oh, I can't date right now be-
cause I'm training; or, ‘1 don't want to) or ‘T
have no interest in you, " she said. “None of
that. It's just a natural thing, and whether
it'scoming from me or from other people be-
ing intimidated, I don't know. I'ma friendly
person at heart!”

Outside Olympic vears and world cham-
pionship eyveles, she has stayed out of the
news by not weighing in an hot-button is-
sues. When [ asked if she keeps up with po-
litical news, she said yes, before quickly fol-
lowing up: “1 don'twantto get into politics.”

“I think everyone has the ability to
choose what they feel comfortable with and
what they want to speak up for" she said.
“As a current athlete and somebody still
competing, I have always tried to just keep
my focus an the competition and not get too
involved in anything that could become con-
troversial”

Her thoughts seemed to go back to the
revelations about the Chinese swim team:
“Ifyou feel like there's something that does-
n't sit right, if people aren't competing fairly
— if you don't feel like the leaders of these
organizations are necessarily doing what
they need to be doing — then Ithink you've
got to speak up about it and try to speak
with some of the people that can implement
change and try to workon things."

‘Swim Like a Girl’
In her memair, she dips a toe into potential
controversy in the last chapter, “Swim Like
a Girl." She describes the sexism that not
even she has escaped and quotes some of
the unintentionally sexist comparisons
made by some of her Olympic teammates,
“Her stroke is like a man's stroke," said
Connar Jaeger, who won silver in the 1500
freestyle in 2016. "I mean that in a positive
way."
“She swims like a guy;" said Ryan Lochte,

the 12-time Olympic medalist. “Her stroke.
Her mentality. She's so strong in the water.
I've never seen a female swimmer like
that"

In her book, Ms. Ledecky also recalls an
Associated Press article from 2018 with the
headline, “Michael Phelps ties for silver in
100 fly" In tiny print undemeath: “Led ecky
sets worldrecordin women's 800 freestyle”

Some men, however, have called out the
double standard. During Ms. Ledecky's
dominating 400 freestyle at the Rio de Ja-
neiro Games in 2016, Mr. Gaines, the NBC
analyst, said it loud and clear to the millions
glued to their TVs: “She doesn't swim likea
man. She swims like Katie Ledecky"

Ms. Ledecky's book isjust as muchanode
to her family, coaches and mentars asitisa
memoir It may be light on drama, but it
goes deepon a spart that many admire but
few truly understand.

It's clear that her mother, Mary Gen
Ledecky, is an enormous role model Naot
onlywas she a collegiate swimmer, but she
was one of the first recipients of an athletic
scholarship after Title IX. “Title IX, now a
fundamental aspect of civil rights in the
United States, changed my mother's life for-
ever," Ms. Ledecky writes.

But these days Title IX is under scrutiny
in the sport. In March, over a dozen female
oollege athletes sued the N.C.A A, alleging
that their Title IX rights were violated in
2022 after Lia Thomas, a ransgender wom-
an, was allowed to compete at its champi-
onships; Ms. Thomas waon the 500-vard
freestyle and earned two other All-America
honors. The issue has thrustswimming into
acontentious cultural discourse

Ms. Ledecky said she preferred not to
weigh in. But she added: "I think we're
lucky to live in a country where issues can
be debated, whether it's that issue or any
other issue. It's how Ifeel. [think it's impar-
tanttolearn perspectives of others andgain
an understanding of things and learn more
about where everyone comes from”"

Out of the pool, Ms. Ledecky is part of a
breakfast group and a “very casual” book
club with some of her teammates and
coaches. She listens to classic rock: the
Beatles, Billy Joel and especially Bruce
Springsteen. She is a fan of the Washington
Nationals (she threw out the ceremonial
first pitch at a game in 2016) and the New
Yark Islanders (her uncle is a co-owner).
She was raised Catholic and still goes to
church, dabbles with piano and does chores
around her new house in Gainesville.

But most of her time, as hasbeen the case
for most of her life, is taken up by the sport
of —no, the joy of — swimming,

And while swimming, even distance
swimming, is hardly monotonous, the long-
er races have a masochistic side to them.
You have togo out fast, but not too fast, and
hold on as the pain sets in.

“1 realized I was good at it from a young
age, but I alsorecognized that I touched the
wall and walked away from my first dis-
tance race a lot happier and more into it
thanall my teammates thatjustdid it for the
first time, too," Ms. Ledecky said.

As she began to set age-group records
and climb the ranks of American swim-
mers, she was not looking very far ahead.
When she met with her coach in the fall of
2011 to talk about her goals, the Olympics
had not crossed her mind.

Nine months later, she won the 800 free-
style final at the US. Olympic Trials and
was offto the London Games. Itwas like be-
ing “transported to a different world)" she
said. When she made the Olympic [inal, she
still was viewed by most asan afterthought.

But she was undaunted, telling her
mother before the race: "When I make the
podium, even though your seats are really
high, you'll be able to move down for the
medal ceremony” Her mom twned to her
dad and winoed.

Hours later, Ms. Ledecky, then 15, had
won her first gold medal

“1 dove n and got out front, and just
stayed there," she said.

It's a description that applies tonearly all
herraces. And itis a result of the same men-
tality that has guided her from Palisades to
Paris — and, she hopes, to the Los Angeles
Olympics in 2028, and beyond.

Great. Hard. Just trying to finish
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The Memoir ‘BoyMom' Tackles Stereotypes
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MADDY TURNED
HATE

Maddy Park
Founder,
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A Brilliant Palette
Filled With Artists

By MELISSA GU
Photographs by RE

Being recognized was
‘confirmation that the
work | make is much
bigger than me.’
4 RUBY FRAZIER

Around this time last June
r the Museum of |
Ifire sr

While this ve
alerts (a health =
humi

EnvIre
trons and suppor

ment for the nearly 1,500 artists, curators, art pa-
A to gather for the museum's

biggest annual fur
j i — it5 a celebration, and it's

said the artist Joan Jonas, one of the

um'’s gallery walls. Ronnie Heyman, the former presi-
of the museums bo:

d of trustees, was also honared.

Gayle King

3 The broadeast
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The colorful
setting for the
MoMA dinner.

MoMA's Party in
the Garden raised
more than $5.5

million this year.

Bright Young Things.
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Vows

SHERI COLE and BETH MOORE

Best Friends Forever, and Now Married Too

By KERA BOLONIK
In 2000, Sheri Kathleen Cole and Ellen Eliz-
abeth Moore took one of the greatest steps
toward co itment in the modern era:
They bought a home together.

The act of purchasing a small rowhouse
in the Southwest Center City section of Phil-
adelphia felt like a natural progression in a
friendship that bega L n 1992, when the two
met at the University of Cincinnati while
pursuing master's degrees in women's
studies

The glue that initially bonded them? Du-
ran Duran. Ms. Cole, 54, whodescribed fan-
dom as “basically obligatory " when she was
in high school, hadn't listened to the band
much since. That is, until she met Ms.
Moore, also 54 and a lifelong “Duranie,” as
die-hard fans are called
interests focused on the way

affect women's sense of self — and Duran
Duran's videos offered plenty of material
“Beth and I spent hours picking apart their
videos" and analyzing what she described
as “pormaographicimages of women." { Nev-
ertheless, sheremains a fan. j Their fervent
d |ssions inspired Ms. Cole to write her
master's thesis an the subject

And so Ms. Cole was hooked — not juston
the new-wavers' music, again, but on
spending every moment with her |1ew

pi
Supermarket Sweep” MTV's The
Real \’\m\d" and “so much Graeter's ice
cream,” referring to a beloved Ohio treat

The tw ﬂgmzed in each ather a kin-
. "We talk sbout all the same
Ms. Moore said. "We were in each
other's pockets all the time."

But Ms. Cole was worried that theirs
might be a whirlwind friendship, especially
as Ms. Moore, who was one yvear ahead in
the program, was finishing her master's
just as Ms. Cale was diving in. Ms. Moore,
who grew up in Vineland, N.J., had plans to
move inwith a college friend in Ocean City,
M., after graduation to live near her
mother. "I didn't know what else to do with
my life" she said.

For Ms. Cole, however, “that second vear
of graduate school was really hard for me
because I didn't have my best friend
around.” Though they spoke on the phone
every night, she wondered whether Ms.
Moore would grow tired of her.

Those anxieties were allayed when it
came time for Ms. Cale to defend her thesis
in the spring of 1994, There, sitting in the
comer amang her advisers, was Ms. Moare,
who had traveled back to Emrmlmu to sup-
part her. “Ithought, ‘Maybe she likes me as
much as I likeher,™ Ms. Cole said. And then
Ms. Moore invited her tomove in with her in
New Jersey. She was taken aback by the in-
wvitation — not because she didn't want to
live with Ms. Moare, but because Ms. Cole,
who had grown up in Kettering, Chio, had
never considered leaving. “People don't
leave Ohio" she said. “You got married and
wvou staved there"

Ms. Moaore joked that there was another
about be-

nist writer and anti-pornography activ
and that those were the two choices she had
given hersell. “I showed Sheri a middle
ground,” she added.

Ms. Cole described that middle ground as
sharing a home with her best friend, and
having fun together: She said it wa
Moore who inspired her to “double downon
pop culture and the stuffthat can bring you
joy, but also that you can be critical of.”

As Ms, Caole considered that third choice,
she reminded herself how often she told
people, “There is one time in vour life where
you put everything you own in a car and go
somewhere and rebuild vour life” So once
graduation came that May, Ms. Cole fol-
lowed her own advice, loaded up her be-
longings and made way for South Jersey,
where the two women rented aplace in Col-
lingswood, five miles east of the Center City
section of Philadelphia

Top, Beth Moore, left, and Sheri Cole flanking a far
at Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia, and, above,

The next year, in 1995, Ms. Moore was
hired as arecruiter for the schoaol district of
Philadelphia, where she now works as a hu-
man resources systems administrator. Ms.
Cole iz the executive director of the Ward-
robe, an organization that provides people
in need with business attire, a position she
has held for ne'nl\'?.:\\'ems

‘When they bought their home in 2000, it
was the first official step in being recog-
nized as a unit. The women are already
known by everyone in their lives as “Beth-
and-Sheri like one word, ‘Beth-and-
Sheri'" said Lisa Mayne, a college friend of
Ms. Moore's. They do everything together,
from travel to atfending Broadway shows
and arena concerts.

They show up as a pair at work events
and friend-and-family gatherings. And like
many Philadelphians, Ms. Moore and Ms
Cole are avid fans of the Phillies and the Ea-
gles, often watching games fully decked out
in team gear

Mz, Moore and Ms. Cole arenot lesbians,
though they say everyone in their lives —
gay, straight, transgender and cisgender —
has long assumed they are. But their self-
described “tragically codependent” rela-
tionship more closely resembled the envi-
able iconic cinematic friendship between
Romy and Michele from "Rom\"J and Mi-

'S han,

Bette and Tina on "The L Waord"

natical friend at their June 1 wedding celebration
taking a walk upthe aisle.

‘While both women have had boy friends
inthe past, neither is interested in dating or
romantic relationships. Both women iden-
tify as asexual. They have always had sepa-
rate bedrooms. And they are fully devoted
to each other.

They sometimes say they rein a "Bostan
marriage' a 19th-century term used to de-
scribe a household with two women who
lived together independently of men or
male support. Boston marriage has often
been used as a euphemism for lesbian cou-
ples, which presumed that all women who
live together were romantically and sexu-
ally involved. Like Ms. Cale and Ms. Moore,
that wasn't true in all these situations, but
they definitely were living on their own
terms and shattering heteronormative con-
ventions.

The women's commitment to each other
as life partners has deepenedover the years
practical matters have arisen — like the
time Ms. Moore realized that the health in-
surance she had through work was far bet-
ter, and less expensive than Ms. Cole's. So
they took the administrative steps to regis-
ter as domestic parmers, allowing Ms.
Moaore to put Ms. Cole on her plan.

As they grew alder, and cared for theira
ing parents, the frien 0
whether th hould t; a bigger step.

“Cavid brought the issue of health care into
Ms. Cole said.
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The Day After The nextday, the
women hosted areception on
the roof deck of their duplex
apartment in Philadelphia,
welooming nearly 100 guests
mily and friends from high
school, college andwork. They
affered cup.

New Traditions The women had
custom complementary rings
made, onein rose gokd, the

of purple amethyst and a
rainbow of gems (diamond,
citrine, emeraid, ruby, blue
sapphire, pink sapphire)
encircling a watermelan
tourmaiine stone.

A commitment to each
other that has deepened
over the years.

The women considered what sickness
and death might look like for them without
legal protection. They waorried about nat
having the right to advocate for each other
in times of crisis. There is "no one else who
will care as much about my legacy” Ms.
Cole said

‘When the Supreme Court legalized same-
sex marriage in 2013, they were presented
with another option. But in the years imme-
diately after the ruling, Ms. Cole and Ms.
Moore hesitated, fearing that as non-gay
people they would be infringing on gay peo-
ple's hard-won rights. “That was for other
people who had fought and suffered for
their love, and that wasn't quiteus. Wewere
‘just friends!" Ms. Maore said. She was
starting to realize, however, that “there is
no ‘just’ about friends.”

Over the past year, with the encourage-
ment of friends, family and calleagues, the
women came to appreciate that they hada
place on the queer spectrum — the A in

TALLA — and that they needed pro-
tection. And as they bought a new home in
2022, their financial adviser and mortgage
broker also suggested they marry. “Legally
the anly thing that will sa\ldl["mu status is

son‘n[hmg alled ‘marriage’ And that's
problematic,” Ms. Cdle said. “But it's what
we have!

Which raised the question: What is the
purpose of marriage?

“It used to be a legal entanglement that
passed you on from your father toyour hus-
band," Ms. Cole said. This has evolved, of
course, all the more so with these friends.
“What matters to usis friendship, kindness
and support,” she said. “That is what we are
toone another, and that is — or should be —
the core definition of & ‘marriage’ and 'part-
nership.'"

As with their domestic partnership, their
pragmatic reasoning led the women to ap-
proach marriage like paperwork and take it
toCity Hall Their friends and ilycaught
wind of their plans, however, and wanted to
celebrate the women's 32 years of friend-
ship and partnership, and bear witness to
their exchange of vows — much to their de-
light and surprise.

On June 1, Ms. Cole and Ms. Moore were
married in a whimsical 43-minute ceremo-
ny in abox at Citizens Bank Park just before
thefirst pitch of the Phillies versus St. Louis
Cardinals game. (The Phillies won.) Ms.
Moaore wore jeans, a Phillies Hawaiian shirt
and rainbow-Pride Tevas; Ms. Colehad ona
black dress under a Phillies team jersey,
and Toms slippers with rainbow-Pride elas-
tic. Bath brides wore Phillies baseball caps
with veils attached to the back.

Standing before 25 of their nearest and
dearest (and, later, joined by the Phillies
mascot, the Phillie Phanatic), the brides
spoke about their devotion to each other:
“You are my soul mate, and the persan 1
want to grow old with, evenifwedon't s 'h’il e
abed)” Ms. Mooresaid in her v i
my favorite person, which is wi
table, 1'll save you a seat, " sllendded quot-
mg'T‘.r-Im Swift inthe Dng i

Friends' daughters tossed popcmn in-
stead of flowers. In place of a song, Ms.
Moore's niece read an excerpt fr For
Good" from the musical “Wicked"; other
friends read the E.E Cummings poem, “[1
carry your heart with me (1 carry it inj]."
Then there was the selFadministered ex-
change of vows, legal in Pennsylvani

Ms Eﬂlede{‘\aledtn Ms. Moaore, "It's easi-
er tobe fearless when I see vou taking the
step with me. Thank you for telling me ance
that I deserved a life filled with joy because
wvou know what?" And then she mationed
her arm around to Ms. Moaore and the crowd
of family — kin and chosen — who had gath-
ered to celebrate them. “THIS . . . this life
doesn't suck.”

Jamila Wynter,

A Mayor’s Proposal [s Accepted at the White House

Within 10 minutes of
his first date with Dr.
Jamila Scarlett Wyn-
ter in 2018, Phillip
Daman Jones announced his
intention to move back to New-
s, Va, to run for mayor

the r oofmp of Fel\pe‘: Taqueria in
Cambridge, Mass. € on a Sat-
urday afternoon during Memaorial
Day weekend

Mr. Jones, 34, thena captain
training newly commissioned
officers in war fighting tactics at

neighboring Newport News with
hiz parents, wha had served as
U.S. Air Force pilots
“I wanted to give back," he said
“I'wanted the entire city to reach
its full potentia
A month earlier; when they

matched on the Hinge dating app,
Dir. Wynter, 33, had no chue that
Mr. Jones even lived in Virginia.

“We were equally yoked id
Dr. Wynter, who grew upin Atlan-
ta and Montego Bay, Jamaica, and
liked the mix of photos he had
posted — in a military uniform
with his medak, hiking and ina
tuxedo.

As they began texting, he ex-
plained that he had switched the
app's location to the Boston area
from Virginia while he stayed
with afriend in Cambridge, and
visited Harvard, where he was
headed that August. He forgot to
switch it back.

“8he is a beautiful woman,
super smar
has abachelor's
withmerit from the United Ct'ne't
Naval Academy and a joint mas-
ter's degree in public policy from
Harvard's Kennedy School and an
ML.B.A. from its business school.

Dr. Wynter was then afirst-

vear resident in internal medicine
at Brigham and Women's Hospital
inBoston, and received a medical
degree from Brown. She graduat-
ed with a bachelor's degree in
medical anthropology from Yale
and is now a gastroenteralogist at
the Riverside Medical Groupin
Newport News.

After Mr. Jones told her he w
about to start a summer emerg-
ing-technalogy internship in
China, she was resigned to wait
until the fall semester to see him.

He saw it differently. "I needed
to stay top of mind," he said.

Two weeks later, he flew 430
miles for their first date in Cam-
bridge. He arrived 15 minutes

med a little bit ner-

id Dr. Wynter, who was

on call that weelkend. “He vn a

cutie-pie and well mannere:
They spent three hours at the

restaurant, but Dr. Wynter was up

called to work the night shift.

Before hel

spent her free time volunteering
at acommunity health center for
the underinsuredin the Dorch-
ester neighborhood of Boston.

lift began, they
‘went to his friend's placein Cam-
bridge, where Mr. Jones warmed
me Korean dumplings.
They met the next afternoon at

Joe's on Newbury Street for
brunch in Boston, strolled around
abit, and then went to her apart-
ment where they had their first
kiss hefore he left.

“1 thought he could be the one,"
she said, and saw him again a
couple of weeks later while stay-
ing with friends in Washington.
He took her to a shooting range
(her “first and last time") and the
National Museum of the Marine
Corps.

Their relationship took off when
he moved to Cambridge, where he
shared a house with three room-
mates.

After a small gathering for hi
birthday in September, they made
their relationship official

In 2020, as Covid hit, she hada
gastroenterology fello
Mount Sinai Hospital in
and was an emer gency medical
waorker, while he completed
classes at Harvard remotely and
moved into his parents’ home in
Newport News

In March 2022, he officially
jumped into the mayoral race,
with three other candidates

Dr. Wynter, who became an
unafficial campaign manager,
knocked on doors and rode down
Main Street with him during the

July Fourth parade.

He won by a landslide, with
40.5 percent of the vote, and
became the youngest elected
mayor in Newpart N:

On Dec. 16, 2022, while he was
among a dozen newly elected
iting the White House,
she accompanied him. A White
House liaison had secretly helped
arrange his proposal that day, her
birthday, and instructed them to
wait on the balcony in the office of
the second gentleman, Doug
Embhaff, for an interview.

“I'm taking pictures of the

/ashington Monument," she said,
and as she turned around, he was
down on one knee.

On May 13, 2023, they signed a
legal marriage certificate at New-
port News City Hall. After Dr.
‘Wynter's fellowship in New York
ended in June 2023, she relocated
to Newpart Ne: here Mr.
Jones hought & home and the
couple now live

On May 25, the couple ex-
changed vows before 160 guests
at sunsel outside on a cliff at
Dcean Cliff Hotel in Negril, Ja-
maica. The Rev. Dr. Daryl Janes,
an Assemblies of God minister
andthe groom’s father, led the
CERIEmony. ROSALIE R RADOMSKY
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Some couples are booking
celebrities to give surprise
performances on their big day.

By STEPHANIE CAIN

Wendy Mazur said her “jaw hit the floor”
when she saw her fa ite pop singer, Gold-
ford, walkout withhis guitar during her first
dance with Jerry Bedwell at their wedding
in April 2022

The couple considered the ballad “Upside
Down their song and had madeitthe theme
of their reception at City Winery in Nash
ville. Their guest book, for emmp]e
custom puzzle of the “Upside Down" cover
art

Mr. Bedwell, 55, whoworksin information
technology, surprised Ms. Mazur, 47, by hir-
ing the musician to perform the love song
live,

“1 still get teary-eyed thinking about what
Jerry did for me, making Goldford part of
ourwedding day," said Ms. Mazur, a technol
ogy consultant and freelance writer. “What
aloving surprise he gave me"

Instead of opting for a simple recording
for the first dance or a playlist for the after-
party, some couples are splurging on sur-
prise performers — Broadway stars, singer-
songwriters, Grammy-winning acts — for
their weddings, treating friends and family
members to unexpected, meaningful expe-
rences.

Celebrity performances at weddings have
recently made headlines: In April, Ankur
Jain, the chief executive of Bilt Rewards, a
loyalty rewards company, arran ged to have
the singer Robin Thicke and the electric vio-
linist Lindsey Stirling for his wedding in
Cairo to Erika Hammond, a wrestler with
World Wrestling Enter tainment.

For Anant Ambani and Radhika Mer-
chant's recent pre-wedding celebration in
Jammnagar, India, Rihanna took the stage, as
wellas the Bollywood star Shah Rukh Khan,
Mariah Carey sang her top hits for the fash-
ion retail executive Umar Kamani and the
model Nada Adelle at their wedding recep-
tion in Antibes, France, in May.

“Asurprise headliner is not somethingthe
majority of guests have ever experienced
before, even if they have been to dozens of
weddings,' said Tracy Tavlor Ward, an
event planner in New York who most re-
cently worked with Flo Rida for a wedding
performance. “It's mcredibly memarable
and fun."

FIELD NOTES

When Your Wedding Singer Is a Headliner

Booking a headliner isn't cheap, costing
thousands of dollars to 53 million, Ms. Ward
said. A top name like Rihanna or Lady Gaga
could fetch up to $5 million, said Josh Fried-
man, the owner of Elan Artists, an enter-
tainment services company in New York
that books performers for weddings, among
other events.

More couples have requested well-known
musical acts over the last decade, Mr. Fried-
man said, with a greater spike after the
Covid-19 pandemic. Popular requests, he
said, include John Mayer, John Legend, Flo
Rida, Maroon 5, Zac Brown Band and An-
drea Booelli

Marshall Weinstein, who runs the event
production agency SET Artist Manage-
ment, worked with Ms. Ward to surprise his
wife, Ariel Moses, with a performance by
one of her favorite artists, Mr. Cheeks, at

Wendy Mazur and Jerry
Bedwell dancing to the ballad
“Upside Down." performed live
by Goldiord at their Nashville
wedding in April 2022.

their wedding reception in February 2016 at
Gotham Hall in New York.

He thought it would be a playful “throw-
back moment" to have Mr. Cheeks rap his
2001 hit, “Lights, Camera, Action.”

“The look an her face was priceless;
that's why I didit, r Weinstein said of Ms.
Moses, a publicis would doit a thousand
times over again”

The cost for Mr. Weinstein for Mr.
Cheeks's one-song performance: around
$10,000.

Mr. Friedman divides headliners into twao
categories: slow background music for a
ceremony, dinner or first dance, and upbeat
party tunes for a reception or after-party.
He has coordinated a variety of acts: John
Mayer to perfarm “Daughters” for a father-
daughter dance; Lady Gaga to sing jazz
renditions of her hits during dinner; and
Pitbull to kick off late-night, high-energy
dancing.

He recommended that couples think nat
only about their favorite musicians, but also
consider what would fit the crowd and the
destination. He suggested Shaggy for is-
land weddings and Mr. Bocelli for weddings
in Italy If couples want a dance party, he
recommends MNe-Yo or Flo Rida, who both
have cross-generational hits. For couples
with smaller budgets, he might consider
hiring a tenor from the Los Angeles Opera
ora Broadway star — justnot Idina Menzel,
he said. (The range for bigger stars is
§150,000 to $250,000.)

Eddie Kay, 41, whowarks in computer en-
gineering, and Alex Zhou, 32, who recently
earned her PhD. in economics, hired the
singer Katherine Ho to perform in English
and Mandarin for their wedding in Sarato-
ga, Calif, in April. Ms. Ho is known for her
Mandarin cover of Coldplay's “Yellow" in
the film “Crazy Rich Asians and Mr. Kay
felt that the performance would be wel-
comed by their Chinese family members in
attendance.

Evan Ross Katz, 35, a writer and pod-
caster, and Billy Jacobson, 30, an engineer,
wanted someone “iconic” for their Maynup-
tials in New York. So the couple booked
Mandy Moore, who performed her 2000
love song , "1 Wanna Be With You," as well
as her top hit, “Candy.”"

‘When hiring amusic star, couples need to
factor in expenses like travel, accommoda-
tions, meals, production equipment and
even green room requests, which can add to
the overall cost, said Jordan Kahn, who

OWNS anal ke music company in Dallas.
Aheadlin ur schedule, the wedding lo-
cation and the number of songs performed
can all increase the price as well, he said.
Couples may also have to cover the costsfor
security teams, managers, assistants and
other members of the entourage

A cottage industry has emerged as ven-
dors seek to help couples navigate the
process. Music companies thatsupply DuJs
and wedding bands, like Mr. Kahn's com-
pany and Elan Artists, often serve asthe li-
aisons between talent managers and cou-
ples to secure talent and produce the final
show.

Rachel Daltan, the president of a name-
sake production company in New York,
helps couples negotiate and finalize con-
tracts with talent using her background as
an entertainment lawyer. Her team also
personally escorts the performer to and
from the venue and ensuresthateverytech-
nical requirement is met. Her production
firm has worked with such names as Chris
Stapleton, Alicia Keys and the Rolling
Stones

“Everything must bein the artist's agree-
ment sothecouple is protected," Ms, Dalton
said. “It's a real investment and must be
treated as such.”

When David Levy, 29, the royalties man-
ager for a music company, booked Derek
Sanders of Mayday Parade to perform three
songs during his Brooklyn wedding in May
with Megan Carty, 29, a pharmacist, he also
hired a sound engineer and a D.J. to meet
equipment needs and make sure that the
day-of logistics ran smoothly.

Mr. Sanders sang “Miserable at Best,"
one of Ms. Carty's favorite songs, for the
oouple's first dance, followed by two other
hits, “I Swear This Time I Mean It" and
“Your Song."

“Derek didn't just sing and leave; he
hung around and took photos with our
guests," Mr. Levy said

Many musicians enjoy performing at
weddings andwilloften include a meet-and-
greet with guests as part of the perform-
ance package. “This is not a corporate
event for afaceless company, noris it a con-
cert,” said Jay Siegan, who ‘Donks 200 wed-
dings a wvear with headliners like Celine
Dion, the Killers and the Wu-Tang Clan
through his company, Jay Siegan Presents,
based in Santa Barbara, Calif.

“This is the singular most important
event of someone s ife)" he said

Ally Moreo,
Matthew Gutierrez

WEDDINGS

Football, Breakfasts and Then a First Date

Alexandra Paige Moreo and Matthew

Alexander Gutierrez went on their

first date in April 2017, when they

were sophomores at Syracuse Univer-
sity. But they had already been on many “unoffi-
cial dates,"” as they now refer to them, while work-
ing together for the student newspaper.

They baoth covered sports for The Daily Orange,
where Mr. Gutierrez was a reporter and editar,
and Ms. Moreo a photographer and photo editor.
On long drives to games, they got to know each
other, first as calleagues and friends. Somewhere
along the way, Ms. Moreo grew more interested

“I definitely thought he was handsome," said
Ms. Moreo, 27, who goes by Ally. “He has these
radiant blue eyes”

On reporting trips, there was often a third per-
son in the car with them. “I think every single
third person knew I was into Matthew" Ms. Moreo
said. However, “Idon't think Matthew knew [ was
into Matthew."

When a mutual friend told Mr. Gutierrez how
Ms. Moreo felt, he started texting her more often.
After covering morning practices for the Syracuse
football team, they began to get breakfast togeth-
er, chatting before classes. They had their first
official date at Pastabilities, a restaurant in Syra-
cuse “Tt was just a very flowing date conversa-
tion," said Mr. Gutierrez, also 27, “There was no
awkwardness or anyone trying to impress any-
one!"

Toward the end of the semester, they became a
couple. For the Fourth of July, he visited her —
and her large extended family — in Hampton
Bays, N.Y. Though meeting her family was over-
whelming at first, Mr. Gutierrez quickly connected
with them. “Right away I could just see how tight-
knit the family was," he said

That weekend, on the beach under the stars,
they talked late into the night. “I think it was
those conversations that really solidified to me
that this was my person,” Ms Moreo said

In 2019, they graduated from Syracuse with
bachelor's degrees — his in journalism and fi-
nance, hers in photojournalism. Ms. Moreo is now
aprogram manager for the National Geographic
Society's Photo Camp, working remately from
Brooklyn and traveling to camps. Mr. Gutierrez is
a freelance writer and journalist who has written
for The New York Times, The Athletic and The
Washington Post, among other news media out-
lets

Ona trip in April 2021, Ms. Moreo knew she
wanted to marry Mr. Gutierrez For about three
manths, they drove down the East Coast, through
the South and to national parks in the West, in a
1995 camper van

“That was in a very tight van, and we made it
work," Mr. Gutierrez said. Ms. Moreo recalled a
mug nosquite-filled night on Jekyll Island, Ga.
“We were still having a lot of fun,” she said. In the

T

summer of 2022, they moved in together in the
Park Slope, BrooKlyn.

That December, Ms. Moreo was helping to clean
her grandmother's house in Queens when she
found a box of old photos that belonged to her
grandfather, taken in Italy when he served inthe
U.S. Army. She asked her grandmother about the
people in the photos, and she brought out letters
from them, some dating to the 1960s. At the time,
Ms. Moreo was in between jobs and looking for an
adventure. She took the letiers’ return address
and started planning a trip to Italy to find her
family.

Mr. Gutierrez went with her, seeing a special
opportunity in the trip. In January 2023, on their
first day in Rome, he told Ms. Moreo that they had

atour planned at the Spanish Steps — but there
‘was no tour. At the steps, he got down on one knee
and asked her to marry him. She was surprised,

and said: "Of course.”

Later on the trip, they went to the address from
the letters and knocked on the door, to no avail.
But there happened to be a man walking by witha
dog, and she asked if he knew her family He
called up his friend, whose last name is Marea,
who came to meet them. She showed him the
photos, and they realized they were related. They
spent two days staying with her newfound family
in Bari, sharing meals and stories.

The couple were married May 23 in Brocklyn's
Prospect Park by Jim Moreo, the bride's father,
who received a one-day New York State officiant
license. Before 16 guests, they held a short cere-
mony under atree, followed by an early dinner at
Ottava, an lMalian restaurant in Park Slope.

Intheir years together, they have navigated
school, graduation, jobs, distance, Covid and
more, “There was never an upcoming stage of our
life that we feared, because our life was constantly
moving and changing" Ms. Moreo said. “It was
just kind of like: Life is coming at us and we'll
take it together" That became their mantra
ANNA GRACE LEE

Katie Brownlie,
Brian Nagy

After a Dancing Mishap, a Long Wait to Get in Sync

Kathryn Marie Brownlie wasn't

thrilled when, in November 2018, one

of her two younger sisters, Meghan,

grabbed her phone and told Brian
Stephen Nagy via text that yes, she would goona
date with him. Though Mr. Nagy seemed like a
nice enough guy, she wasn't sure she was ready to
date the man who had once accidentally given her
aconcussion.

Ms. Brownlie, 27, and Mr. Nagy, 28, have known
each other since before either could tie their
shoes. Both grew up in Hillsborough Township,
N.I, where their fathers, Mark Brownlie and
Stephen Nagy, were volunteer firefighters and
friends. Their mothers, Shelley Brownlie and
Diane Nagy, volunteered as ladies' auxiliary board
members, putting on socials and fund-raisers for
the fire company.

“We would go to birthday parties and other
events there)" said Ms. Brownlie, who goes
Katie. When she w or 6, “Brian was dancing
with me on a patio, and I took a little spill and hit
my head” Ever since, parental lore has held that
Mr. Nagy was somehow responsible for the acci-
dent that caused her concussion.

But no hard feelings cropped up. The senior
Brownlies and Nagys, all still invalved with the
fire company, never stopped hanging out. “Ire-
member going over to Katie's house to watch
Giants games when [ was 12 or 13" Mr. Nagy said.
“Her dad would throw mini parties in the cul-de-
sac." By the time they were teenagers, he said,
“she didn't give me the time of day’

Once both had entered Hillsborough High
School, “we were just in our own circles, without
much overlap” Ms. Brownlie said. At a post-
college encounter at the fire company on Now 17,
2018, when Ms. Brownlie was living at home with
her parents and Mr. Nagy had moved in with
roommates in Morristown, N.J., he took a stab at
shifting the dynamic.

Ms. Brownlie was finishing a master's degree in
education at Rutgers, where she earned a bache-
lor's degree in psychology. Mr. Nagy, who has a
bachelor's degree in education from the Colle ge of
New Jersey and a master's in education from
Clemson University, was teaching ot West Morris
Mendham High School. He now teaches history at
Chatham High School.

“I think probably my whole life I thought Katie
was cute,' he said “But she was always doing her
own thing."

At the fire com pany, where families and friends
had gathered to celebrate Shelley Brownlie's 50th
birthday, Mr. Nagy figured it couldn't hurt to ask
her daughter how her student teaching was going
Ms. Brownlie was indifferent as ever. "I think I
was just like, 'eh, whatever, " she said

But a week later, his roommates persuaded him
to askher on adate. "We made a bet thatif 1

L |
didn't text her, I'd have to run a 5K." he said.
not abig runner. So the text was sent” As it
whooshed from his screen, he threw the phone
across the room. It sat on a sofa cushion for a
‘half-hour:

Meghan Brownlie had been quick to say yes for
her sister. “She was just like, ‘Katie, just go and
use it as a practice date. What's the worst that can
happen?' " Ms. Brownlie said. Inearly December
2018, Mr. Nagy picked Ms. Brownlie up to go
‘bowling. He won all three games they played, but
he felt that the date was the conversational equiv-
alent of a gutter ball. “1 remember going back to
my house and my buddies asking how did it go. [
said, ‘She didn't seem very interested.' "

She was, though: “Ithink I'm just a nervous
person,” she said. “Ithought he was handsome
and a gentleman. I had a good time.” She texted
him her thanks and said she'd like to see him
again. Over linch in Princeton, N.1, a week later,
they reminisced about firehouse gatherings and
discussed their careers. Ms. Brownlie teaches
fourth grade at John Marshall Elementary in
Edison, N.1

By January, they were seeing eachother regu-
larly. On Jan. 26, 2019, after a boozy outing to the
Famished Frog in Morristown, Mr. Nagy was
feeling more in love than ever, and a little bold. “1
said, ‘Do we want to make this official?"" She did.

In the spring of 2021, they moved to an apart-
ment in Bedminster. On Dec. 2, 2022, during a
walk through the Morristown Green to check out
the annual holiday display, he dropped to one
knee and proposed.

‘OnJune 1, at the Rock Island Lake Club in
Sparta, N.J, 179 guests gathered for their wed-
ding. The Rev. Stephen Eckert, pastor at the South
Branch Reformed Church in Hillshorough, led a
short ceremony. Later, the father of the bride
made his way to the microphone for a toast. "It
felt funny saying welcome to the family to Brian)"
he said. “Because he's been a part of the family
for 30 years" TAMMY LAGORCE
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Itemized: The news in objects.

FEL WINIRLR, PR FHE. W ORE TIVES

This spring, the Federal Trade Commission liled a lawsuil 1o block Tapestry —
the parent company behind the luxury brands Coach and Michael Kors, among
others — from acquiring Capri, another multinational fashion company.

The $8.5 hillion merger would bring together Coach, Kate Spade, Michael Kors
and Versace, The E'T.C. cited concerns that the deal would have suppressed

competition and inflated the prices of luxury accessories, including handbags.

Footnotes: Make a Splash

2a0im sieEnEn,

[t's swimming season. As the weather
warms, many are heading to a beach, lake
or pool Lo cool ofl and enjoy some time in
the water. Swimming is one of the healthi-
est forms of exercise — proven to lower
blood pressure and improve bone densily
— but research has shown that the bene-
fits of swimming extend beyvond physical
health, to emotional and mental health

as well. So what are you wailing for? Gel
in the water! Don't know how to swim?
Theres never been a better time to learn.
Here are a few things to read, watch

and listen to about the art and science

of swimming.

WATCH
‘Black Stroke’

This 2024 short docu-
mentary follows three
Black people as they
break racial ster-
eotypes and leam

to swim. The film
reflects on the history
of racist policies that
kept people of color
out of public pools and
off beaches and what
can be dene toim-
prove equality of ac-
cess.

READ

‘Why We Swim’
In her 2020 book,
the journalist Bonnie
Tsui explores the sci-
ence and history be-
hind why humans —
though not natural
swimmers — have
such a streng and
mysterious draw to
water.

This 2023 biopic
dramatizes the re-
markable frue story of
the swimmer Diana
Myad's attempt, at age
64, to become the first
person to swim un-
assisted from Cuba to
Florida.

LISTEN
‘SwimOut’
This podcast, hosted
by two distance swim-
mers in Britain, offers
arange of stories and
features related to
outdoor swimming.
Recent episodes have
covered topics like
swimming through
grief and how to de-
velop a community of
swimmers.

NICHOLAS KRISTOF

Why Biden Is
Right to Curb

Immigration

Many of us liberaks now find ourselves in an
awkward spot onimmigration.

For years we have denounced draconian
steps by Republicans to bar desperate mi-
grants. But President Biden has now intro-
duced his own tough steps to reduce asylum
seekers, not sodifferent from President Don-
ald Trump's approach.

The new measures may be overturned by
the courts, but in the meantime many on the
left are whacking Biden. Senator Alex Padi-
lla, a California Democrat, twisted the knife
by suggesting that Bidenwashorrowing from
Trump's playbook: “Byreviving Trump's asy-
lum ban, President Biden has undermined
American vales.

I'm conflicted, finding myself caught be-
tween pro-refugee instinets and a practical
recognition that the system wasn't working:
There was a torrent of illegal crossings, and
thelaw provided a loophale that allowed peo-
ple to claim asvlum and stay indefinitely
whether or not they warranted it.

I exist only because an Oregon family in
1952 sponsored my dad as a refugee from
Eastern Europe. But I've reluctantly come to
the view that Biden is doing the right thing
with his clampdown. Let me explain.

Liberals, me included, were pushed to the
leftby Trump's policies on immigration, from
the so-called Muslim banto separation of chil-
dren from families — conducted socavalierly
that sometimes family members sometimes
cannot be located. More than three years af-
ter Trump left the White House, about 1,200
immigrant children stillhave not been reunit-
ed with their families, to our shame as a na-
tion.

That said, I don't think the solution is to
swing the doors open.

His executive order may
be political, but that doesn't
mean it's wrong.

Too often, we Americans approach immi-
gration as a hinary issue. We're in favor, or
we're against. In fact, immigration should be
seen as a dial we adjust.

However much we believe in immigration,
we're not going to welcome allone hillion chil-
dren ghbally who are estimated to suffer
some kind of severe deprivation.

Immigrationoverall offers important bene-
fits to the country, and employers and afflu-
ent people are particular winners: Immi-
grants reduce labor costs for people hiring
gardenersor caregivers. But poor Americans
«can find themselves hurt by immigrant com-
petition that puls downward pressure on
their wages, although economists disagree
on the magnitude of that impact.

I'm influenced by a terrific book by my
Times colleague David Leonhardt, “Ours
‘Was the Shining Future,” which examined
‘manystudies on the impact ofimmigration on
wages. Leonhardt concluded that immigra-
tion wasn't the primary reason for income
stagnation among low-education workers,
but that it was asignificant secondary factor.

1 think of a neighbor of mine, a surly sev-
enth-grade dropout who in the 1970s was
earning more than $20 an hour (around $150
an hour today). That job disappeared, and he
later ended up in part-time and minimum
wage positions and lost his home. He was
hurt by globalization, technology and the de-
«cline of unions, but he was also outcompeted
by immigrants.

At a time when so many working-class
Americans are already falling behind, and
then selFmedicating and dying from drugs,
aloohol and suicide, shouldn't we be careful
about inflicting even more pain on them
through immigration policy?

Relatively recent immigrants may also be
Thurt by newer immigrants — which may help
explain why Pew found that three-quartersof
American Latinos believe that the increasing
number of people seeking to enter the coun-
try via the southern border is a “major prob-
lem" or a “crisis.”

Some working-class voters feel betrayed
by Democrats who pushed to open borders,
and there may be an element of xenophobia
or racism in this anger — but also an element
of truth. The United States makes it difficult
for foreign doctors to practice in America,
protecting physicians from competition. But
the United States makes it relatively easy for
low-skilled immigrants to work here and
push down wages of our most vulnerable
workers,

Politics is of course a central reason Biden
has acted on this issue, but that doesn't mean
he's necessarily wrong. Plus, frustration at
immigration makes it more likely that Trump
will win the White House and that Trump Re-
publicans willdominate Congress and the Su-
preme Court. That's something the left should
consider a disaster worth trying hard to
avert.

‘One way or another, an angry public will
force change on immigration. Ideally, this
woukd come about through a comprehensive
legislative fix to our broken system, but
Trump and Republicans have blocked that
path this year. Given the choices, | trust Biden
more than Trump to adapt tougher policies
that are still sane and that don't demonize ref-
ugees.

Are we, the people of an immigrant nation,
pulling up the ladder after we have boarded?
Yes, tosomedegree. But the reality is that we
can't absorb everyone who wantsin, and it's
better that the ladder be raised in an orderly
way by reasonable people.
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After Donald Trump was found guilty of 34
felony counts in a Manhattan court, conser-
vatives — from Marjarie Taylor Greene to
George Santos to the Heritage Foundation
— began posting upside-down American
flags on X in salidarity “I[ll |J1e “political
prisoner,” a It

Itwas the
insurrectioni 4
Jan. 6 to proclaim they thought the election
W olen, and that w en flying over
Justice Samuel Alito's house in suburban
Virginia even as the Supreme Court was
considering whether to hear a case about
the 2020 presidential election.

Now that it's being used to show support
fol a felonious ex- plosldnnl Adito will hwe

I don't need a black mbe tohand down a
judgment on the Supreme Court: It's cor-
rupt, rotten and hurting America

The once august court, which the public

ly

held in highest esteem

gious and far-right zmlol o
ple of ethical scafflaws with MAGA wives.

Chief Justice John Roberts, who dreamed
of being remembered great unifier of
thecourt, is refusing torein in Alitoand Jus-
tice Clarence Thomas, who are thumbing
their at the public and at their own
oaths to dispense fair and impartial justice

‘When Alito pushed a willing conservative
majority into yanking away women's right
to contral their own bodies, he was, in
essence, blaming women: You get pregnant,
wvau'll have to live with it

In this latest firestorm, he blamed one
woman in particular: his wife, Martha-Ann.

Somehow, in Alita's world, women are to
blame.

It was shocking when The New York
Times's Jodi Kantor reported that the up-
side-down flag cherished Stop the Steal"
marchers w Imnzmg outside  Alito's
house. It was even mare shocking whenwe
learned that another flag carried by “Stop
the Steal” rioters on Jan. 6, the “Appeal to
Heaven" flag, was flying outside the Alitos’
wvacation home in New Jers CASEs con-
cerning the Jan. & assault and riot were
pending at the court. This flag o]
support for Donald Trump and adesire to in-
fuse the federal government with a lot maore
Christianity.

g | |lmlumg wecl':

Mr. ‘Dlm‘p has ||L| Hll[\' for his actio
Kantor wrote., “Their decisions will shape
how accountable he can be held for tr
overturn the last presidential election
his chances for re-election in the upcom
ane.”

Alito's  conservative  Christian, right-
wing, deeply aggrieved views about the cul-

In the wake of Donald Tmlrp felony con-
viction, Republic

the leader of the opposing party on ridicu-
lous charges" said House Speaker Mike
Johnsan. *This was 2 purely political exer-
nat alegal one.

Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida agreed. "If
the defendant were not Donald Trump, this
case would never hay
judge would have never
ings, and the jury would have never s
turned a guilty verdict”" he wrote on the
website X,

Kari Lake, an Arizona Republican run-
ning for the Senate, called the ruling “anout-
right mockery of the rule of law" and Sena-
tor Tim Scott of South Carolina, current
vying to join the Trump ticket, said it wa
“Un-freaking-believable."

Other Republics
Want revenge.

Stephen Miller, atap advisertathe former
president, raged against the verdict on Fox
News. “Every facet of Republican Party
politics and power has to be used right now
to 2o toe to toe with Marxism and beat these
Communi he said, blasting Democrats
with his preferred terms of abuse for paoliti-
cal opponents

Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, who is
also angling ta ride with Trump as his run-
mate, slammed President Blden—\\ho

B wllung to do with the trial — as “a de-
mented man propped up by wicked and de-
ranged people willing to destroy our coun-
try to remain in power." It was time, Rubio
concluded, rendering the message with fire
emajis rather than actual words, to “fight
fire with fire”

And in National Review, John Yoo, the le-
gal architect of the George W. Bush adminis-
tration's torture program, urged Republi-

ans to retaliate against Demncratic elected
In order to prevent the case
against Trump from assuming a permanent
place in the American political s
publicans will have to br mE.‘.hmg sagainst
Democratic officers, even pr b (
alaw professor at the Uniwve
nia, Berkeley, wrote.

At no point, you'll notice, do Republicans
deny that Trump is a criminal. They've
made no effort here to defend his honor or to
he's innocent of the ch: e Vil
ngaiust him. They almost seem to accept, as

s aren't just mad; they

0,
v of Califor-
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MAUREEN DOWD |

The Verdict Is In on the Supreme Court

ture wars are reflected in his speeches, deci-
sions and now flags that are red flags.

He is refusing to recuse himself from the
two ¢ about the attempted coup on Jan.
6. (One concerns the question of whether
Trump is immune from prosecution for I1'
role egging on rioters; the ather invalves
federal obstruction law used o charge [I1ﬂ
rioters.)

‘When leading Democratic lawmakers de-
manded Alito's recu: he wrote back,
ing to make Martha-Ann Alito the fall gal
Alito has clearly heard enough criminal ap-
peals to know you've got to point the finger
at somebody else when you're guilty.

“My wife is fond of flying flags” he wrote

[t's corrupt, rotten and
hurting America.

to the lawmakers. "I am not. She was solely
responsible for having flagpoles put up at
our residence and our vacation home and
has flown a wide variety of flags over the
Ye.

He's happy to take away the rights of mil-
lions of American women to control their
baodies, but respects the right of his wife to
control their incendiary flags. While he's on
the Supreme Court, he said, MarthaAnn

JAMELLE BOUIE

Republicans Have a New Way of Looking at Crime

maost Americans do, that the former presi-
dent is guilty of fraud. But they don't accept
the verdict. They don't accept the idea that
Trump could be tried in a court of law on
these charges. They reject the authority aof
the jury. Far Pvpubllc ns — no matter the
law, no matter the evidence and no matter
the testimony — the conviction is illegiti-
mate. In their view, Trump is sovereign, and
the law is not.

This gets to one of the real trar ma
tionsin American palitics since Trump came
down that escalator to announce his cam-
paign for president nine years ago this
maonth. Trump ran as the embodimentof the
legitimate people of the United States. He
governed on behalf of those po')p\e anar-
row, e).chm\" peopled(-fmed inra

This is what happens when
you say its the legal system
that's indefensible.

belongs. He tied his author
Constitution than to this qus ticalcon-
nection. He was “the people” and “the peo-
ple” were him, and he could do anything on
their behalf, up to and including an effart to
overtun the constitutional transfer of
power. What is an election — what is the
Constitution itsell — when set against the
people as embodied in Trumy

This vision of Trump tribune of the
| America” has trickled down from
s mostdevoted acalytes to therest of
the Republican Party and the conservative
mavement

You see it in the Republican embrace of
the Jan. 6 rioters, in the open skepticism of
the results of the 2020 presidential election
and the suggestion, coming from prominent
figures onthe palitical right, that there is no
legitimate outcome short of a Trumpwvictory
in the 2024 presidential contest

This is more than idle talk, of course. It de-
mands action. If institutions — courts, bu-
reaucracies and the electoral tem —
vion't bend to the people, as personified by
Trump, then they must be bent toward him.
They be cowed, brought toheel. And so
wie've seen, over the past week, strident at-

less to the

tacks on the legal system as illegitimate for
its willingness to hold the former president
to account, as well as legislation designed to
circumvent it, should legal officials attempt
to do so again.
chairman of the House Judiciary
ttee, Jim Jordan, wants to target
prosecutors overseeing cases against
Trump, while a group of House conserva-
ave pushed Speaker Johnson to hold
avote on a bill that would give current or
former presidents the right to move 3
state case brought against them to feder. al
court. A law like this \mll\d have allowed
Trump to avoid a Manha
bl
an the bench to Trump.

Separate from their attack on the legal
system, Trump's allies are also trying to un-
dermine the infrastructure of elections
throughout the country, challenging thou-
sands of voter registrations in key swing
states and hounding local officials who
won't arbitrarily drop voters from the rolls.

There are also the explicit plans to re-
make the federal administrative state in
ge, so that it will operate as an
extension of his will, regardless of what the
law allows or what the Constitution permits

wields the gavel at home

"I was not even aware of the upside-down

flag until it was called to my attention,” he

wrote. "As soonaslsawit, Lasked r ffeto
take it down, but for several she re-
fused." He said there was absolutely nothing
he could do to get that pesky seditious flag
taken down sooner.

He was oblivious about the symbalism of
the “Appeal to Heaven" Pine Tree Flag, he
claimed.

Thomas

also awash in ethical snarls,
- et i

s also tried to defend her activism
related to Jan. 6 by saying she is an inde-
pendent spouse.

But it doesn't wash. As Jane M
in The New Yaorker, Ginni Thor
ver and a prominent member of ha
groups and declared that America isin
existential danger because of the 'deep
state’ and the ‘fascist left) which includes

T wrote

as linked
tem about the Jan. & pr otest and
“IOl(‘ LOVE MAGA people!
Et‘[llll! harder ta
actions harm-
less, given that the “Supreme Courtappe ars
likely to secure victories for her allies ina
number of highly polarizing cases — on
abartion, affirmaive action, and gun rights
Senator Richard Blumentha d Rob-
€rts to make Thomas recuse himself from
the case on Trump and the insurrection, but
Thomas refused.
The Supreme Court has n\o decisions on
abartion cases due any
“The Fall of Roe," an insightful new book
by the Times reporters Elizabeth Dias and
Lisa Lerer, laid out the events and the strat-
egy — and the failure of the Demacrats to
recognize the threat — that led to the fall of
Roe. There was a determined group of reli-
gious zealots with a long-term master plan
to pack the court with those possessing
equally fervent belief
rvative Catholic and evan-
n operators believed they
1aral battleof the
e, and forced Amer to debate
Di r wrote. “But
they did not
convince broad swaths of Americans of the
righteousness of their cause. Instead, they
ined a minority, and leveraged the
structures of American democracy in their
favar, building a framework strong enough
to withstand not only the political syste
but also a society moving rapidly against
ook power to remake the
ge. And they were far m:

Q

reorga-
1 their oppanents or the public

ever knew"

Now it's up to Democrats to turn the ta-
bles and see if they can use this issue in the
Movember election to save the country and
women's rights.

“Whatwe retrying todo
ets of independence and seize them,' said
Russell T Vought, a Trump ally who ran the

Office of Management and Budget under
the former president and one of the figures
involved in Project 2025, the Heritage Foun-
dation's blueprint for a second Trump ad-
ministration.

Most of this effort to bend and break insti-
tutionsin the name of Trump'silliberalelaim
nal authority is the opportunistic
ing of idedlogues who see the former

s a vehicle for their aims. He will
help them expel immigrants, destroy the
welfare state and roll back the political and
cultural settlements of the 1960s, the 1970s
and beyond

But among more ordinary supporters of
Trump's authoritarian designs, there is fear
atwork, too. Fear that the country been
lost. Fear that elections won't be enough to
winit back. And abelief, fucled by that fear,
that democracy is an obstacle to pu tting the
nation back on track

Whichis just to say, in another form, what
we already know to betrue: Trump can lose
in November, but as long millions of
Americans feel this fear as deeply as they
dao, Trumpism will endure

Outside the Manhattan courthouse where Donald Trump's trial took place.
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Three Writers on the Politics of the Guilty Verdict

RANK BRUNI, a contributing Opinion
wltel hosted awrittenonline convers
Barro, who writes the
Serious, and Olivia
Nuzz me Washington correspondent for
New York magazine, to banter and hicker
ahout the potential political fallout of the
Trump conviction. This transcript has been
edited and condensed.

Frank Bruni: Josh, Olivia, greatto be withyou
I want to start not with Donald Trump but
with Joe Biden. What happens on Nov. 5 has
as much to do with Biden's navigation of the
coming mon vith Trump's, and Biden is
all sorts of conflicting advice.

he optimal balance between run-
ning against a “convicted felon” and focusing
on the day-to-day concerns of less engaged
voters? 1 think Biden needs to he careful
about overdoing the felon part — votel

and, er, character. Your thoughts?

Josh Barro: A defining feature of this cam-
paign, as Nate Emm has written on exten-
5, is that Biden's support
well among highly en-
nd has fallen terribly over the
3 among less -ena.age(l Ameri-
cans. Much of Biden's
callse of Worsening view
ple who did not vote in the 2020 election. So
Biden'shigchallenge isthat he really needs to
reach people who aren't interested in politics

OPINION

what next form the tantrum takes.

Nuzzi: enario in
which Robert F. Kenne
and the Biden campa
it agreed only to a one-on-one dehate with
Trumgp, and pulls out, and then C]
decide if it wants o h
Trump and Kennedy. Whatever happens for
CNN, it do°= seemlikely that Trumpand Ken-
nedy e part ting in debates on alter-
native platforms. If Biden sits those out, he
ma}' be able to replicate the succ

“hasement strategy” of 2020, in w

I could certainly see a s
Jr. make:

ich he was
seenverylittle in the wild anid the pandemic
Orhe may suffer for handing the other candi-
sanopportunity to define him ne gat ively

ence, andnot being there would play
into the perception that he's not quite there.

Bruni: Trump i heduled to receive his sen-
tence just days before the Republican con-
vention begins. In terms of his prospe
victoryin November, is he best served by
ting or by nof getting prison time ? By harsh-
ness or leniency?

Barro: The conviction and the sentence may
not hurt Trump politically, but I'm a little baf-
fled when people argue that they help him.
‘Who are these supposed people who weren't
going to vate for Trump, but decide tovote for
him because they think he's being punished
unfairly?

The Republican polling firm Echelon In-
sights did an interesting poll right after the
verdict came out — it re-contacted respond-
ents whom it had already surveyed about the

and aren't likely to hear any given me: . 3 :
he sendsout. 2 i election and asked them again how they in-
Most of those less-engaged voters were tend ta vote. Six percent of respondents said

probably not following the trial closely, or at
all. It's important for those people to hear that
Trump is & convicted felon. I'm not sure they
need to hear it from Biden personally — it
mightbe an ge to be pushed in paid me-
dia by the Biden campaign or by affiliated
pressure groups

Bruni: There's disengaged and then there's
living off the grid. They really need a remind-
er that Trump & a felon?

Olivia Nuzzi: I'm with you, Frank. I don't know
that I think the particulars of the trial are all
that important to the nerrative here. Whether
you were mainlining cable coverage or
whether you just absorbed the gist while
seralling through your news feeds, the impli-
cations about Trump's behavior are the same.

Bruni: How much confidence do you have in
Biden and his aidestofind and forge the most
prudent path — not just in regard to Trump
the felon but in regard toall else? Most of the
prominent Democrats with whom 1 speak
have been concerned to the point of panic
ahout how inept they've found his campaign
Is a major campaign shake-up necessary?

Barro: Biden's big political problem isthe eco-
nomic fundamentals: There hasbeen serious
inflation, and inter rates have gone up a
lot, and peaple are unhappy about that. Peo-
ple see Biden trailing Trumpby alittle bitand
assume that means Bidenis talking about the
economy wrong, and he needs a new mes-
ot clear tome that there's an\-mi|||g

Trump is blocking
out the sun. What

s a Top 501ist of his most dastardly acts
hat he happened tobe charged with

America is a great and prosperous

s stmces

bate isn't going to happen. It
before the verdict,

ras scheduled

nd wailing and

with terms that were
largely set and favored by the Biden camp,
and Trump's thrashing

e changing their vote because of the
gainst Trump. Eche-
veyed these people before, and so
pondent who said the
switchtovote for
told Echelon

verdict was g
Trump had already previous

they were voting for Trump.

Bruni: Hunter Biden's trial started
and Trump's conviction guarant
Republicanattentiontoit. Is u:pe{t?m News
will cover Hunter as il he's Vladimir Putin be-
ing forced to answer for war crimes in
Ukraine. Will the trial have any impact on the
presidential cont

Nuzzi: Trump tried very hard in 2020 to make
Hunter Biden into a sort of pro; pponent. [
elt llml be~\de( being quite icky, he

focusing on Hunter's admitted and well- an(l
self-documented uggles with addiction
Most Americans know someone who has suf-
fered with an addiction, or maybe died from
an addiction. Trump's attem pts to weaponize
this partof Hunter's life against his father just
didn't land

Barro: The whole Hunter Biden situation is
very sad, and if you're the sort of voter who's
open to voting for either candidate, it proba-
bly reads to you . [ don't think it's im-
portant for the campaign

Bruni: In 2020, the Biden campaign rightly
made abigdealof high-profile Republicans or
erstwhile Republica ho were backing
him. Who in that cate gory who hasn't publicly

ith the message. The problem. where people live well and follow their  claims of the entire universe being rigged i =
uation that he needs to message 3 B'd [i d 9 dreams. 1 trynot to let politicalevents get me him — well, those don't fit neatly wil :Tlﬁ“t’:ﬁl?‘g‘ifgﬂ:"‘““- point would it be
about. And it's too late to do much to change 1s biden [o do! down too much when I think sbout thisplace.  showing up and debating. What do you two = - &4

inflation or interest rates hefore the election

think?

Barro: The sortsof voters who care about this

Bruni: Your statement about America is an
important one. For a while now I've heen
banging the drum that one of our problems is
an undue, overwrought pessimism about the
country. We've a long way to go toward our
mare perfect union, but there is still a tide of
people who want to be here. That's no fluke

thingare high-engagement voters, and Biden
is already halding up well with them. The bet-
ter surrogates for him are nonpoliticians like
Mark Cuban, whom low-engagement voters
are more likely to be interested in.

Barro: I don't see how the debate could bhe
canceled. Trump clearly wants to debate —
hewants more than the two debates thathave

Nuzzi: The eternal problem for candidates
running against Donald Trump is that he sort
nthesizes any and all attention to
er and stronger and block out the
sun for everyone else around. He manages to
define the terms of the conversation, and he

beenagreed with the Biden campaign. Trump
is not going to skip the debate simply because

he doesn't like something about structure.  Nuzzi: Shoot for the moon, go after W. Why

lives in his own reality.

Bruni: Let's pull back from the politics of this
all. A former president who is the presump-
tive Republican nom nee and the leader sofar
in many 2024 palls is a convicted felon, and
almost nobody considers that the last word
on this election. How does thatleave you feel-
ing — not as a journalis tDut as an American
— about America?

Barro: As a highly engaged voter, [don't per-
sonally feel that the verdict gave me new or
impaortant information about Donald Trump
I don't think falsifying business records in
furtherance of a scheme ta pay off a parn star

Nuzzi: [ think everything about Trump's al-
leged conduct and the trial is about as Ameri-
s it gets. 1 grew up during George W.
s presidency, watching "The Appl“\l-
tice,"in a very parnography-
influenced culture. None of this fe('l

place. A big less:

was that America's institutions are quite
strong, and they are able to withstand even
pol s whotestthem. Ifhe's elected
again, 1 hope four years from now to be mar-
lom of our founders in the

veling at the wi

And Biden cannot be seen 1o duck the debate
that he's already agreed to — it would re-
inforce the idea that Biden is tooold to do ba-
sic palitical tasks like debating

MNuzzi: Frank, | know you're asking the ques-
tions here, but can you elaborate on how you
think it could end up not happening?

Bruni: My larger point is that Trump doesn't

gravity; he makes up his own rules justas he
makes up his own reality; and so expecting
the unexpected feels somehow correct. He-

Bruni: My gut tells me that this June 27 de-

COLUMNIST | LYDIA POLGREEN |

[ndia Keeps Its Glorious,
essy Tradition Alive

Back in January, when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of India looked all but un-
stoppable, he visited the small city of Ayodh-
wa for the unofficial start of his campaign to
win athird term. The location was freighted
with bolism. For decades, Hindu nation-
alists ha. ught to build a temple in Ayodh-
wa, ata spot they believe tobe the hirthplace
of the Hindu god Ram. The only problem
was that there was already a house of wor-
ship on the spot, amosque built by uah'\\
emperar in 1528 A Hindu mob had
tled the mosque in 1992, setting off riots tlnl
killed 2,000 people, most of them Muslims
The ruins were a flashpoint of religious ten-
sions in India for decades.

Modi and his Bharativa Janata Party
promised to build the temple, and the lavish
event atwhich Modi officially opened it was
a showcase for that achievement. At the
time it seemed like strong election-year
messaging for a politician who built his ca
reer on the twin planks of Hindun ationalism
and building a muscular new India Unlike

other politicians, the event implied, Modi
made promises and kept them

“It is the beginning of a new era"
clared.

Feeling supremely confident, Modi had
baldly asked the Indian electorate for some-
thing akin to a blank check to remake the
country —cantrol of 400 seats in Parliament
in elections that began in April and con-
cluded on June 1 And why shouldn't he have
been confident? India's economy was the
fastest-growing in the world. India had
overtaken China as the world's maost popu-
lous country. World leaders sought Modi's
sUpport on issues ranging from the war in
aine to the climate crisis, cementing In-
's ascent in global affairs.

But the ever unpredictable electorate of
the world's largest democracy responded to
Modi's demand for still more power reso-
lutely: No thanks.

In a stunning rebuke, election results re-
leased on Tuesday showed that India's vat-
ers have reducedthe parliamentary share of

he de-

notsomuch running a campaign a
ing a sustained tantrum. I'm just w

Modi's party by more than 60 seats, not
enough for an outright majority, never mind
the supermajority he had sought.

I uck me as particularly apt that de-
spite all the fanfare about the glarious new
temple in Ayodhya, Modi's party lost the
city's parliamentary seat toa political oppo-
sition that had been all but left for dead

There appears to be a clear ceiling to the
appeadls to Hindu identity on its own. “We
are very happy with the temple, but people
were fed up with the B.J.P." alocal business
leader, Rakesh Yadav, told Reuters. “People
will not always fall for the caste or temple-
maosque politics. They also want to see de-
velopment."

Thisis abigy

ar for democracy, almast a
referendum of sorts on the very idea. Doz-
ens of countries are holding elections, re pre-
senting roughly half of the world's popula-
tion. But authoritarianism has been on the
march. The latest report from Freedom
House found that by many measures, global
freedom has declined for the 18th straight
year.

India, despite its status as the world's
5t populous democracy, has been a post-
hild for this decline under Modi: Hisgov-
emment has taken aim at just about every
formoffreedom. He has attacked and griev-
ously weakened the independence of India’

once boisterous press. He has jailed critics
and palitical opponents. He has sharpened
|el|g|out animosity, referring, during this
campaign, to \hlsllms W ho make up 14 per-

ty. It's an Indian edition of the
muom]n t, pﬂpuu st plavbook plaving out

The voters have
spoken: They
want to keep their
democracy.

not?

Bruni: L v, while I suspect you'll both
dodgethis, Thave to ask, and maybe you want
to live large and dangerous. Today, you're
forced to bet a me'mlngml amount of maney
‘onwho wins on Nov. 5. You choose . .

Barro: Am [ trying to hedge my position? 1
guess that mea ould beton what I'd con-
sider to be the negative outcome (Trump).

Muzzi: Frank! Tam not a betting woman.

Bruni: And I respect voufor that, Dln'ua Ann]
thank you and Josh both. Your
valuable and appreciated

around the world

That a newly unified opposition managed
to prevent Modi's party from winning an
outright majority under tl canditions
took everyone, inchiding me, by surprise
And it suggests that even when would-be
authoritarians attempt to tilt the playing
field, voters can and will state their will, no
matter the autocrat's preferences.

“The B.J.P. had positioned itself as anew
hegemanic power," Yamini Aiyar, a scholar
and an analystof Indian democracy whohas
been a frequent target of Hindu nationalist
rage, told me. “The beauty of an election is
that politicians have to go tathe people, and
the people get an opportunity to express
their anxieties and their perspectives.”

Express them they did

Locdking back, the weakness of the B.JP's
re-election case is clear: Yes, India's econ-
omy was growing fast. But despite the
II'\_Iw new infrastructure projects and deals
e high-tech manufacturing, the
growth was not creatingnearly enuugmob_,
and inflation remained stubbornly high, es-
pecially for food, which hits the poorest
hardest. Much of the wealth generated by

]ndn IW managed to lift millions of peo-
ple out of poverty since Modi came ta DD\H?I
10yearsago, bul icularly inrural a
where maost ]ndmnwh\'e that has meant so-
clal welfare rather than jobs

There were other issues too — Modi's al-




Were InforaC

Jeff Goodell
The authar of “The Heat ¥ You First: Life
&nd Death on a Scorched Planet”

N A recent Thursday evening, a freak-

ish windstorm called a derecho (Span-

ish for “straight ahead") hit Houston, a

city of more than two million people
that also happens to be the epicenter of the
fossil fuel industry in America.

In amatter of minutes, winds of up to 100
miles per hour blew out office building win-
dows, uprooted trees and toppled electric
poles and transmission towers. Nearly a mil-
lion households lost power — which meant
thatnotonly was there nolight, but there was
no air-conditionng. The damage from the
storm was so extensive that, five days later,
mare than 100,000 homes and businesses
were still marooned in heat and darkness,

Luckily, the day the derecho blew in, the
temperature in Houston, a city infamous for
its swampy summers, was in the low to
mid-&0s. Hot, to be sure, but for most healthy
people, not life-threatening. Of the at least
eight deaths re ported as aresult of the storm,
none were fromheat exposure.

Butif this storm had arrived several days
later, perhaps over the Memorial Day week-
end, when the temperature in Houston hit 96
degrees, with a heat index as high as 115, it
might have been a very different story. “The
Huwrricane Hatrina of extreme heat" is how
Mikhail Chester, director of the Metis Center
for Infrastructure and Sustainable Engineer-
ing at Arizona State University, once put it to
me, echaing the memory of the catastrophic
2005 hurricane that struck Lonisiana, devas-
tated New Orleans andkilled more than 1,300
people.

Most people who died in Lovisiana during
that hurricane died from drownings, injuries
or heart problems. But Dr. Chester was using
itas ametaphor for what can happen toa city
unprepared for an extreme climate catastro-
phe. In New Orleans, the levee system was
overwhelmed by torrential rains: eventually,
B0 percent of the city was underwater.

What if instead, the electricity goes out for
several days during a blistering heat wave in
acity that depends on air-conditioning?

In Dr. Chester's scenario, a compounding
crisis of extreme heat and a power failure ina
major city like Houston could lead to cascad-
ing failures, exposing vulnerabilities in the
region’s infrastructure that are difficult to
foresee and could resultin thousands, oreven
tens of thousands, of deaths from heat expo-
sure in a matter of days. The risk to people in
cities wonld be higher because all the con-
crete and asphalt amplifies the heat, pushing
temperaturesin the midafternoon as much as
15 degrees to 20 degrees higher than in sur-
rounding vegetated areas.

The derecho that hit Houston was a warn-
ing of just how quickly risks are multiplying
in our warming world. As if to prove this
point, some 10 days after the Houston black-
out, another windstorm knocked out power to
hundreds of thousands of homes and busi-
nesses in and around Dallas.

One of the most dangerous illusions of the
climate crisis is that the technology of mod-
ern life makes us invincible. Humans are
smart. We havetools. Yeah, it will cost money.
Butwe can adapt to whatever comes our way.
As for the coral reefs that bleach in the hot
oceans and the howler monkeys that fell dead
outof trees during arecent heat wave in Mex-
ico, well, that's sad, but life goes on.

This is, of course, an extremely privileged
point of view. For one thing, more than 750
million people on the planet don't have access
to electricity, much less air-conditioning. (In
India, New Delhi recently experienced tem-
peratures as high as 120 degrees, leading to
an increase in heatstroke, fears of hlackouts
and the possibility of water rationing.) But it
is also anaive point of view, if only because
our lubble of invincibility is far more fragile
than we know. So what can we expect in a
heat Katrina?

Last year, researchers at Georgia Institute
of Technology, Arizona State University and
the University of Michigan published a study
looking at the consequences of a major black-

lies had floated the idea of changing India's
Constitution in various ways, including re-
moving its commitment to secularism and
enshrining Hinduism as the national faith
These kinds of appeals have helped the
B.J.P in the past but seem to have had less
power this time around. One clear sign was
its heavy losses in Uttar Pradesh, which is
not just India’s most populous state; it is
alsa part of the heavily Hindu heartland of
northern India.

It also seems that the opposition may fi-
nally have gotten its act together. India's
main opposition party, the Indian National
Congress, has been in decline for years and
had struggled to make commeon cause with
other opposition parties in previous elec-
tions. But this year the opposition parties
managed to make a much stronger coali-
tion. They focused on kitchen table issues
and highlighted the Madi government's ties
to big business and high-flying billionaires.

Theopposition didn't shy away from mak-
ing the stakes for Indian democracy clear.
But the relentless focus on what voters said
mattered maost offers lessons for those hat-
tling revanchist movements elsewhere, in-
cluding in the United States. Sometimes you
need to meet voters where they are.

This vote wasn't a total rebuke of Modi
and his policies. He is all but certain to get
his third term as prime minister by making
acoalition withallied parties. But itis aclear
and salutary check on his authoritarian
project.

This election is also a rebuke of Indian
elites — in business and media especially —
who had willingly surrendered to a kind of
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out during an extreme heat wave in three cit-
ies, Atlanta, Detroit and Phoenix. In the
study, the cause of the blackout was unspeci-
fied

“It doesn't really matter if the blackout is
the result of a cyberattack or a hurricane,”
Brian Stone, the director of the Urban Cli-
mate Lab at Georgia Techandthe lead author
on the study, told me. * For the purposes of our
research, the effect is the same.” Whatever
the canse, the study noted that the number of
major hlackouts in the United States more
than doubled from 2015-16 to 2020-21.

Dr. Stone and his colleagues focused on
those three cities becanse they have different
demographics, climates and dependence on
air-conditioning. In Detroit, 53 percent of
buildings have central air-conditioning; in
Atlanta, 94 percent; in Phoenix, 99 percent

The hotter temperatures get,
the more difficult it is for our
bodies to cope.

The researchers modeled the health conse-
quences for residents in a two-day, citywide
blackout during a heat wave, with electricity
gradually restored over the next three days.

The results were shocking: In Phoenix,
about 800,000 people — roughly half the pop-
ulation — would need emergency medical
treatment for heatstrake and other illnesses
The flood of people seeking care would over-
whelm the city's hospitals. More than 13,000
people would die.

Under the same scenario in Atlanta, re-
searchers found there would be 12 540 visits
toemergency rooms. Six people would die. In
Detroit, which has ahigher percentage ofold-
er residents and a higher poverty rate than
those other cities, 221 people would die.

Perhaps we should not be surprised by
these numbers. Researchers estimate that in
Europe there were 61,672 heat-related deaths
in the summer of 2022, the hottest season on
record on the continent at the time. In.June
2021, a heat wave led to innearly 900 excess
deaths in the Pacific Northwest. And in 2010,
an estimated 56,000 Russians died during a
record summer heat wave.

The hotter it gets, the mare difficult it is for
our bodies to cope, raising the risk of heat-
stroke and other heat illnesses. And it is get-
ting hotter across the planet. Last year was
the warmest vear on record, and the 10
hottest vears have all oecurredin the last dec-
ade

inevitability of Modi's long-term consolida-
tion of power, making peace with it or even
celebrating it. Activists, analysts and jour-
nalists who had the temerity to speak
plainly about Modi's revanchist project and
the threat he posed to the world's biggest de-
mocracy and its long histary of tolerance,
secularism and free speech have been
hounded out of public life. I hope that this
troubling slide ends now.

OPINION

atastrophic Heat Wave

TR CrRec SR mERS

In the study simulating a heat wave in
thase three cities, researchers found that the
much larger death toll in Phoenix was ex-
plained by two factors. First, the tempera-
tures modeled during aheat wave in Phoenix
(90 to 113 degrees) were much higher than
the temperatures in Atlanta (77 to 97 de-
grees) ar Detroit (72 to 95 degrees), which
historically have had milder heat waves. And
second, the greater availability of air-condi-
tioning in Phoenix means the risks from a
power failure during a heat wave are much
higher

Alot can be done to reduce these risks
Building cities with less concrete and asphalt
andmore parks and trees and access torivers
and lakes would help. So would a more so-
phisticated nationally standardized heat
wave warning system. Major cities also need
toidentify the most vulnerable residents and
develop targeted emergency response plans
and long-term heat management plans.

Making the grid itself more resiient is
equally important. Better digital firewalls at
grid operation centers thwart hacker intru-
sions. Burving transmission lines protects
them fromstorms. Batteriesto store electrici-
ty for emergencies are increasingly inexpen-
sive.

But the hotter it gets, the more vulnerable
the grid becomes, even as demand for elec-
tricity spikes becanse customers arerunning
their air-conditioning full throttle, Transmis-
sion lines sag, transformers explode, power
plants fail. One 2016 study found the potential
for cascading grid failures across Arizonato
increase thirtyfold in response to al Sdegree
rise in summer temperatures.

“Most of the problems with the grid on hot
days come from breakdowns at power plants
or on the grid cansed by the heat itself, or
from the difficulty of meeting high demand
for cooling,” Doug Lewin, a grid expert and
author of the Texas Energy and Power news-
letter, told me. The best way to fix that, Mr.
Lewin argued, is to encourage people to re-
duce power demand in their homes with high
efficiency heat pumps, better insulation and
smart thermostats, and to generate their own
power with solar panels and battery storage.

The looming threat of a heat Katrina is a
reminder of how technological progress cre-
ates new riskseven as itsolvesoldones. Ona
brutally hot dayduringa recent trip to Jaipur,
India, I visited an 18th-century building that
had an indoor fountain, thick walls and a ven-
tilation system to channel the wind through
each room. There was no air-conditioning,
but the building was as cool and comfortable
as anew office tower in Houston.

Air-conditioning may indeed be a modern
necessity that many ofus wholive inhot parts
of the world can't survive without. But it is
also a technology of forgetting. Once upon a
time, people understood the dangers of ex-
treme heat and designed ways to live with it

And now, astemperatures rise asaresult of
our hellbent consumption of fossil fuels, tens
of thousands of lives may depend on remem-
bering how that was done. Or finding better
ways to do it

The years ahead will, with any luck, be
ones of negotiation and compromise. This
will be a return to form for India, a vastly
diverse nation whose unruly polity has re-
sisted autocracy at every turn since it
shrugged off British colonial rule in 1947,
Thewhale world should breathe asighofre-
lief that India’s voters have spoken, loudly,
in favor of continuing that glorious, messy
tradition.
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The Point

Selections from Times Opinion's blog

Hochul's Unwarranted Retreat on

Congestion Pricing
Mara Gay, editorial board member

Americans didn't need a reason to feel more
cynical about politics. But Gov. Kathy Hochul
has delivered one. Just weeks before New
York was scheduled to finally begin a land-
mark program toimprove the nation's lar gest
mass transit system by charging drivers a
premium to enter the busiest partof Manhat-
tan, Ms. Hochul, bowing to political concerns
ahout the plan, announced on Wednesday
that she would indefinitely delay it.

She said she had become concerned that
the program could hurt Manhattan's eco-
nomic recovery from the pandemic. But Ms
Hochul has been issuing glowing news re-
leases about how New York State, including
Manhattan, has already achieved “full eco-
nomic recovery,” and any economic effects of
the pricing plan are nothing new, having been
hashed out for years.

The mare likely reason, as Politico re-
ported, is that Democratic officials, including
the House minority leader, Hakeem Jeffries,
are worried that starting the program now
could hurt Democratic chances in competi-
tive House races this November

Congestion pricing has always faced oppo-
sition, and now, in an election year, Ms.
Hochul has apparently lost her political back-
bane. The program was scheduled to go into
effecton June 30 and was expected to provide
@ critical §1 billion revenue stream for the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority. Un-
der the plan, drivers of passenger cars would
be charged $15 for entering Manhattan ator
south of 60th Streel; commercial trucks
would be charged more.

That was always going to bring some
sticker shock for commuters used to driving
into the city, but it's sound public policy in
New York, a region with a strong public tran-
sit system in need of steady investment and
used by roughly 5.5 million people every day.

It's also likely to improve the quality of life
in the city, where concerns about air quality,
traffic congestion, pedestrian safety and
naise have hecome paramount. Toreplace the
lost revenue stream, Ms. Hochul isreportedly
considering raising taxes on businesses in
New York City instead.

Ms. Hochul and the State Legislature
should have found the political courage to
stick with what they promised Congestion
pricing should begin without delay.

Did Boeing Just Fix Its Very Bad Year?
Neel Patel, Opinion staff editor

NASA astronauts jetting off to the Interna-
tional Space Station is standard stuff. But on
‘Wednesday, two astronauts went into space
aboard Boeing's Starliner spacecraft for the
first time and are en route o a rendezvous
with the space station.

It's a win for the company's battered repu-
tation. Never mind the plunge in public trust
for the company's airline division after two
Boeing 737 Max crashes in 2018 and 2019,
faulty plugs causing an aircraft door to burst
open during a fight in January and malfunc-
tioninglanding gear affecting a cargo plane in
May. Starliner has been trapped in develop-
ment hell in the decade since NASA selected
it and SpaceX's Crew Dragon to be the vehi-
cles that send astronauts into space.

SpaceX managed to launch astronauts in
the summer of 2020 and has been regularly
transporting people to and from the space
station since. Starliner's first demo flight in
December 2019 ended in embarrassing fail-
ure because of a software glitch. The space-
craft didn't take off again until 2022,

Starliner's achievement should be cele-
brated. It's a good thing for the country that
there's another American-made spacecraft
that can take people into space. But Starliner
dlso feels like the last Turrah of an era of
American space that is on its way out.

For decades, aerospace manufacturers like
Boeing, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Mar-
tin and United Launch Alliance were the go-to
contractors for NASA's needs. Then, SpaceX
crashed the scene, with reusable rockets and
cheaper architecture. It superseded the old
guard to become the company of choice for
much of the U.S. space program.

Starliner won't be able to repair Boeing's
reputation by itself. And it certainly won't be
able to restore the space industry's old guard
to its former glory. In the skies andin space, it
seems as if Wednesday's launch signaled the
twrilight of ane of the most important Ameri-
can success stories of the past century.
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Why Covid Probably
Startedin a Lab

N MONDAY, Dr. Anthony Fauci returned tothe halls of Congress and

testified before the Ho
pandemic. He was qu
EIImen
of Allergy and Infectiou
supported risky virus

subcommittes inv
ioned about several topics related to the gov-
handling of Covid-19, including how the National In
Diseases, which he direated until retiring in 2022,
vork at a Chinese institute whose research may have

igating the Covid-19

tute

cansed the pandemic. For more than four years, reflexive partisan politics

I
us all. It has been estimated that at least
have died because of CovidHl8, with over

United States. Although how the pandemicstartedh

we derailed the search for the truth about a catastrophe that has
million people around the world
million of those deaths in the

touched

eenhotly debated, a

growing volime of evidence — gleaned from public records released under

the Freedom of Information Act, digita.

sleuthing through online databases,

scientific papers analvzing the virus and its spread, and leaks from within

the US. government — ge:

hecanse avirus escaped fror

1. The SARS-like virus that caused the
pandemic emerged in Wuhan, the city
where the world's foremost research lab for
SARS-like viruses is located.

® At the Wahan Institute of Virology, a team
of scientists had heen hunting for SARS-like
viruses for over a decade, led by Shi Zhengli

® Their research showed that the viruses
most similar to SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
cansed the pandemic, circulate in bats that
live roughly 1,000 miles from Wuhan. Scien-
tists from Dr. Shi's team traveled repeatedy
to Yunnan Province to collect these viruses
nd had expanded their search 1o Southeast
Asia. Bats in other ina hs

been found to carry viruses that are as closel
related to SARS-CoV-2

® Even athot spots wheretheseviruses exist
naturally near the cave bats of southwestern
China and Southeast Asia, the scientists ar-
gued, as recently as 2019, that bat coronavi-
rus spillover into Tumans was rare

® When the outbreak was detected, Dr. Shi
initially wondered if the virus had come from
saying never ex-
pected such an outbreak l‘) ocour in Wuhan

@ The SARS-CoV-2 virus is exceptionally
contagious and can jump from species to
species ke wildfire. Yet it left noknown trace
of infection at its source or anywhere along
what would

n

Mine in
Yunnan Province

Cave in Laos

that the pandemic mast likely acluned
1 a research lab in Wuhan, China. Ifso,
hethe most costly accident in the history of science. Here! W\\ntve knowr

£g2

2. The year before the outbreak, the Wuhan
institute, working with U.S. partners, had
proposed creating viruses with
SARS-CoV-2's defining feature,

® Dr. Shis group was fascinated by how co-
! ruses jump from species to species To
find viruses, they took samples from bats and
from sick people liv-
g those viruses or as-
ed with the wildlife trade. Much of this
vork was conducted in partnership with the
EcoHealth Alliance, a US.-based scientific or-
ganization that, since 2002, has been awarded
over $80 million in federal funding to re-
search the risks of emerging infectious dis-
enses

 The kaboratory pursued risky research
that resulted inviruses becoming more infec-
tious: Coronaviruses were grown from sam-
ples frominfected animals and
constructed and recombined toere ate new v
ruses unknewn in nature. These new viru
were passed through cells from hats, pigs,
prim nd humans and were usedtoinfect
civets and humanized mice (mice modified
with luman genes) sence, this process
forced these viruses to adapt to new host
species, and the viruses with mutations that
allowed them to thrive emerged as victors

= By
database ¢
lected w
xs shut off in the fall of 2019
base was not shared with Amer

, Dr. Shi's group had published &
seribing more than 22000 col-
diife samples. But external access
d the data-
n collabo-

om the closest known rel
h lab for SARE-fike v
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An Object Lesson on How
To Destroy Public Trust

Big chunks of the history of the Covid pan-
demic were rewritten over the last month or
so in a way that will have terrible conse-
quences for many

Under questioning by a congressional
subcommittee, top afficials from the Na-
tional lnsti[ule; of Health, along with Dr.
Anthony Fauci, acknowledged that some
key parts of the public he alth guidance their
agendes promoted during the firs year of
the Covid-19 pandemic were not backed up
by solid science. What's mare, inconvenient
infor mation waskept from the public — sup-
pressed, denied or disparaged as crackpot
nonsense

Remember the rule that we should all stay
at least six feet apart? “It sor!
peared,” Fauci said during a pr e]umnm\. in-
terview for the subcommittee heari Lg add-
ing that he “w g
that supported it Rememhel thein
thatthe virus was pread by drop-
lets that quickly fell to tlle floor? Duri ing his
recent putblic “hear ing, he acknow 1

that to the contrary, the virus is airbormne.

As for the repeated assertion that Covid
originated in a “wet market” in Wuhan
China, not in an infectious diseases labora
tory there, ML H. offidals were privately ex-
pressing alarm over that lab's lax hiosafety
placuce- and ris arch. In his public
Fauci conceded that even now
mem “hasnot beendefinitive proof oneway
or the other" of Covid-19's origins

Officials didn't just spread these dubious
ideas, they also demeaned anyone who
dared to question them. “Dr. Fauci Throws
Cald Water on Conspiracy Theory That Co-
ronavirus Was Created in-a Chinese Lab"
was one typical headline.
temerged that Dr. David
N.LH.figure, was deleting
ussed pandemic origing and
using his personal account so as to avoid
public ov ht

“We're all smart enough to know to never
have smoking guns, and if we did we wounld-
n't put them in emails and if we found them

OPINION

The Wuhan 120 ran risky experiments o
led Defuse, led by U.S. partm: C

3. Create new coronaviruse:

ter the pandemic started, when
us collection would h. been

most useful in tracking the origin of SARS-
CoV-2 Itremainsunclearwhetherthe Wuhan
institute possessed a precursor of the pan-
demie virus.

ked. The pro-
coll i
th, the Wuhan institute and
at the University of Morth Car-
utting edge of co-
. The propas
druses strikingly

ribed plans to create
similar to SARS-CoV-2

® Corenaviruses bear their name because
their surface is studded with protein spikes,
like & chthey use toenter an-
imal cells. The Defuse project proposed to
search for and create SARS-lke viruses car-
rying spikes with a unique feature: a furin
cled site — the same feature that en-
hances SARS-CoV-2's infectionsness in Tu-
mans, making it capable of causing a pan-
demic. Defuse was o funded by
United States. However, in his testimony on
Monday, Dr. Fauci explained that the Wuhan
institute would not need torely on U.S. fund-
ing to pursue research independently.

® While it's possihle that the furin cleavage
site could ha
some distantly

by scientis
known to posses
spike. And the genetic data s
virus had only recently gained the furin
cles ite before it started the pandemic.

® Uliimately, a ne fore-seen SARS-lke
wirus with a newly introduced furin cl
site, matching the deseription in the Wuhan
institute’s Defuse proposal, caused
break in Wuhan less than two years
proposal was drafted

® Whenthe Withan scientists published their
seminal paper about Covidl9 as the pan-
demicroared to life in 2020, they did notmen-
tionthe virus’s furincleavage site —a feature
they should have been on the lookout for, ac-
cording to their own grant proposal, and a
feature quickly recognized by other
tists.

® Worse still, as the pandemic raged, their
American collaborators failed to publicly re-
veal theexistence of the Defuse proposal. The
president of EcoHealth, Peter Daszak, re-
cently admitted to Congress that he doesn't

we'd delete them,” he wrote to the headof a
nonprofit invelvedin research at the Wuhan

1 wish I could say these were all just ex-
amples of the clencee\ul\mg in real time,
butthey actually demonstrate cbstinacy, ar-
{ cowardice. Instead of circling
officials should have been
responsibly and transparently informing
the public to the bestof their knowledge and
ahilities

, falsehoods and misrepre-
d terrible real-ime effects on
the lives of Americans. Failure to acknowl-
edge the basic facts of Covid transmission
led the authorities to pointlessly close
beaches and parks, leaving city dwellers ta
huddle in the much mere dangerous con-
fines of cramped and poorly ventilated
apartments

The same failure alsodelayed the opening
ofschools and caused untold millions of dol-
lars to be wasted on plexigl
(that likely made things worse ) rather th'\n
effective air filters that would have helped
kids to return to one another's company.

Beaches and schools are open again, but
the most severe ramifications of these fail-
ur may | for decades, because they
gave people cause to doubt the word of sei-
entific and public health authorities

If the gov el nment misled people about
how Covidi: wrould Ameri -
cans believe what it says about vacein
bird fluor HLV.
guish between w
actual conspiracies?

I started reporting on Covid in February

acy theories and

know shout virus samples collected by the

Wuhan institute after 2013 and never asked
the lab's seientists if they had started the
work deseribed in Defu iting fail-
ures in EcoHealths monitoring of risky ex-
periments conducted at the Wihan lab, the
Biden administration suspended all
funding for the organization and Dr. Dasza
and initiated proceedings to bar them from
receiving future grants. In his testimony on

B said that he supparted the
» suspend and bar EcoHealth.

Dr. Baric described the com-
petitive dynamic between hisresearch group
and the institute when he tokd Congress that
the Wuhan scientists would probahly not
have shared their most interesting newly dis-
covered viruses with him. Documents and
email correspondence between the institute
and Dr. Baric are still being withheld from the
public while their releaseisfiercely contested
inlitigation

# In the end, American partner
knewofonly afraction of the resea
Wuhan. According to US intelli
SOUTY someofthe institute's virus res
was classified or conducted with or on behalf
of the Chinese military. In the congressional
hearing on Monday, Dr. Fauei repeatedly ac
knowledged thelack of visibil
mentsconducted at the Wuhan i
ing, “Nene of us can know everything that’
going on in China, or in Wohan, or what have

you. And that's tt —Isay today,
and id at the -
Serired mtarvisw with the subamts
keep an open mind as to what the origin is.

3. TheWuhan lab pursued this type of work
under low biosafety conditions that could
not have contained an airborne virus as
infectious as SARS-CoV-2.

s working with live viruses generally
at one of four biosafety levels (known
inascending arder of stringency as BSL-1,2,3
and 4) that describe the work practices that
are considered sufficiently safe dependi

thecharacteristics ofe ach pathogen. The Wu-
han institute’s scientists worked with SARS-
under  inappropriately low

® In one experiment, Dr. Shi's group genet-
ically engineered an unexpectedly deadly
SARS-like virus (not closely related to SARS-
CoV-2) that exhibiteda Idincreasein
thequantity of virus in the lungs and brains of
humanized mice. Wuhan institute scientists
handled these live viruses at low biosafety
levels, including BSL-2

2020. 1t was already clear that a catastrophe
was hurtling toward us.

But people who took that fact seriously
were often pooh-poched
or preppers because many health
swere, at that paint, downplaying the

Public health officials
squandered our faith in them
by not being transparent.

avoid panic over the supply shortage. That
strategy, | noted, was sure to backfire — as it
did.

Thequestions aroundmasks led me lcnhe

is

'\IDT airbor ne" the World Health Organiza-
tion declared onsocial media — even though
SARS, a virus very much like Covid, had
long since been understood to be airborne.

Frustrated scientists pleaded with the
C.D.C. and the W.H.0. to take into account
the new evidence. By the way, as of this writ-
ing, that “FACT CHECK" post is still up.

1 later implored the authoriti
parks (that was April 2020) as wellas to rec-
ognize airbarne transmission and the pro-

of SARS-Cov-2% evolutio

T

i




nary tree sho

ven the much more stringent contain-
prevent SARS
= into the pan-
rus infected a scientist ina BSL

at the time,

which w;

ested only after Josing
of smell By then, more than 1
close cantacts had heen exposed Human er-
ven atthe highe st
ks are much great-
dith infectious
els

® An early draft of the Defuse propossl
stated that the Wuhan lab would do their
rus work at BSL2 to makeit “highly coste
fective.” Dr. Baric added a note o the draft
highlighting the impertance of using BSL-3to
contain SARSike viruss that
human cells, writing t
Years

fol-

e determined rules and did the
work under BSL-Z YesChinahas the right to
set their own policy: You helieve this v
propriate containment if you want but don't
expect me to believe it. Moreover, don't insult
my intelligence by trying to feed me this load
of BS

® SARS-CoV2 ,
mits effectively through the air,
range of
common respiratory
spread by infected peaple bef
even appear. If the virus had escaped from a
BSL-11 in 2019, the leak most like
would | ne undetected until too late.

and can be
mptoms

¢ diseases

le

® One ming detail — leaked to The Wall
Street Journal a | by current and
former U.S government officials — is that sci-
entists on Dr. Shi’'s team fell ill'with Cs ﬁ)"ld»leL
symploms in lln:r 2
tists had be
s the person in ch
work. The scientists denied hav

4. The hypothesis that Covid-19 came from
an animal at the Huanan Seafood Market in
Wuhan is not supported by strong evidence.

® In December 2019, Chinese investigato
ed the outhreak had started at a cen-
located market frequented by thou-
sands of wvisitors daily. This bias in their
h for ear s meant that cases un-

ated far from the market would
have been missed. To malke thin
worse, the Chinese authorities blocked there-

In the United Stat

eWuhan lab had

These five key
points about the
origins of the
pandemic.

THE NEW YORKTIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

OPINION

portingof
and, claiming hiosaf
the destruction of pa

, 3020, m. impossible to see
the complete picture of the earliest Covid-1¢
Information about dozens of e
cases from November and December 2019 re-
mains inacee ssible.

® A pair of papers published in Seience in
2022 made the best case for SARS-CoV-2 hav-
ing emerged naturally from human-ani

arketh
ases and asserting that the
d jumped from animals into humans
it the marketin 2019, More re
@ been countered by ather vi-
rologists and scientists who convincingly
demonstrate that the availsble market
dence does not distinguish betweer
superspreader event and a natural spillover
at the marl

irthermore, the existing genetic and
¥ case data show that all nown Covid-19
cases probably stem from a single introduc-
tion of SARS-CoV-2 into people, and the out-
break al the Wuhan market probably hap-
pened afterthe virus had already been cireu-
lating in humans

® Mot a sing s ever been
confirmed at the market or in its supply
chain. Without mml evidence that the pan-
demiestarted a
the fact t
points squ
laboratary

5. Key evidence that would be expected if
thevirus had emerged from the wildlife
trade is still missing.

nimalks infected with SARS-CoV
not been infected by humans, Yet,
animal sources
lence were found for the

infected
d other connective piec

lier SARS

igh Wuhan is the hame
nters with world-esding expertise
ruses, investiga-
e cither failed tocallct or repart ey
evidence that would be expected if Covid-19
emerged from the wildlife wade. For exam-
ple, investigators have not determined that
thosewiththeearliest known cases had expo-

al Biosafety Level 2, which ¢

ould not containav

ee®

Some work is done in the open air, and masks aren't required

occur in such situations.

= Withto technology, scientists can de-
tect how respiratory viruses — ineluding
SARS, MERS and the flu culate in ani-
m mpts to
Thankfully, these v

jump across specie
ally

bt sl S o 1
trast, virolog
that SARS-Co
tion to spread rapid
animals. The virus appe
ceeded in causing & pandemic upon its only

virus species, at
of wildlife mar-
of cities, and in

any year. But it was a SARS-like carons
with & unique furin ite
emerged in Wuhan, less than two years

scientists, sometime working un
quate hiosafety conditions, proposed wllect-
ing and cr ruses of that same design
While several natural spillover sce
remain plausible, and we still don't kn
snough about the full extent of vir
cted at the Wuhan institute b
d other rese
cident is the most parsimonious explanation
of how the pandemic began.
at we now know, invest
their strongest leads and sub-
ges between the Wuhan sci-

and commercial orders. In
particular, exchanges from 2018 and

Inpravi

ious outhreak:
cannecting the virus

s to their orig|

te )S;\Rﬁ like viruses, as \Jnld hhmuml(xllu

tective effect of ventilation and to stop

shaming poople for goingto the beach (bath

entists
nntwh" journals

But as I reported on these topics, one
theme kept coming up: High-level officia
were afraid to tell the truth — or just to ad-
mit that they didn't have all the answer
ook the public.

It enlmae(l during these congressional

no idea what viru
hat work it w

The hearings occasionally turned into a
clown show, with some lawmakers looking
to score cheap political points.

But others pulled their pull'lm= nadoubt
waorried aboul validating the misinforma-
tion that swirls around these issues. This at-
titude reflects a fundamental and very dan-
gerous misunderstanding
B not something that can
be overcome solely by spelling out facts just
the right way. Defeating it requires earning
and keeping [|IC pubh

During Fa mony | «l week, Rep-
ntative ﬁv,om Miume brought up the
Tuskegee experiment, in which Black men
‘with syphilis were denied treatment so doc-

the di r

d

Ironically, he (meed th
ately mjected with. h 5
and a conspiracy mea ut that fact-check
relevant to the main question: Can vul-
nerable populations trust that the medical

AT

establishment will inform and protect
them?
During the pandemic, research showed

that many Afr.can Americans were reluc-

ring I“JL
didn't tr
th the public about the
tiom.

When I vi

ientists had leveled
af vaccina-

ited London in 2021, 1 was
amazed that people didn't generally know
which vaccine they had taken or when they
would get their booster. They answered my
question with ashrug and said they would
just go whenever they w re told they had an
appointment.

They, too, had a polarizing, Trump-like
leader and the usual swirl of social media
they rolled |||1 UIcn
National Health S
'c shing in the trus L\l

ame fa\ me, here in the U
et isolation to volun-
nthe pan(lc\lm

It was H\e
When I broke n
teer at av:

\IIE“..

Instead, [felt Thad reazon to trust thatthe
manufacturer hadn't cheated in the tri
that the scientists ovel ing the process
weren't corrupt and that if something unto-
ward had happened, it wouldn't have heen
covered up. I trusted that the v re
properly filled and handled and Lh'u l||°

 provides

pportunities for

the criti b0 year >b“[.:| the emergence of
Covid-19 — are to be illuminating
ndrequire nocooperation from the Chinese
government to acquire), yet they remain be-
yond the public’s view more than four years
after the pandemic b

Whether the p: m{lnnm started on a lab
bench or in & market stall, it is undeniabl
| funding helped to build 3
llection of SARS-like
ruses at the Wuhan institute, as well
tributing to research tha
wvocates and funders of the institute's re-
ch, including Dr. Fauci, should cooperate
with the investigation to help identify
close the Joophales that allowedsuch dan,
ous waork to occur. The world must not contin-
ue to bear the intolerable risks of research
with the potential to cause pandemics

A successful investigation of the pan-
demic’s root cause would have the power to
decades-long scientific impasse on
hogen research safety, determining how
vernments will spend billions of dollars to
nt future pandemics. A credible investi-
puld also deter futus ts of negli-
and deceit by demoenstrating that it is
indeed possible to be held accountable for
| pandemic. Last but not le
I nati need to see their ke mlﬂl'a
their scientists — heading
hatcaused this world

people of a
— and especially,
the chargstofind out
shaking event. Restoring public trust in sci-
ence and government leadership requires it.

A thorough investigation b
ernment could unearth more evidence

. leaders

\mlnmlL may be.

behind IJu:

of coronaviruses, scientists found key pieces of evidence
inanimals. For SARS-CaV-2, these same key pleces
e than four years after the virus emerged.
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nurse had injected them appropriately.
Trust, not information, the key. But
vas needed most, some of the

udies have shown that once peaple
lose trust in institutions, they become more
piracy theories —not ju
ecific topic might bein d

s and “do your own research”
chaos agents will take advantage of th
lapses for a long time to come, fueling con-

Covi
on ama

ale Emupm able lolhmo’r Hi

Onwhat authority can such a false hood now
be debunked?

As the expression goes, trust is built in
drops and lost in buckets, and this bucket is

going to take a very long time to refill.

I hope the pandemic, both as lived experi-
ence and now written history, has
proved that a tic, infantilizing ap-

countability work

In the four-plus
emerged, millions of people died, but so |c\
:omcllnng harder to quantify: the trust of a
great many people in the science of public
health. The authorities will have tolive with
the consequences and so, unfortunately,
will all the rest of us.
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How We
Celebrate,
Where

The Border

Is Home

Text by Cecilia Balli
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HE sky was muddy gray when I ar-
rived at the Sams Memorial Stadium
parking lot on a cool February after-
noon. As soon as I parked, a school po-
lice afficer appeared in a galf cart to rush me
to the front of the parade line. I clambered
aboard, ene hand helding my large white
Mexican sombrero rimmed with gold embroi-
deredroses, the otherscooping my thick, long
skirt.

I'was there for Charro Days, a festival that
honors Mexican culture and our city's inti-
mate connection with Matamoros, Tamauli-
pas, across the border. As an alumna of the
Brownsville school district, 'dbeeninvitedto
serve as grand marshal of the children's pa-
rade. I felt regal dressed in a bright salmen
pinkiraje de charro, amodified version of the
traditional Mexican horseman outfit warn hy
marischis and ranchera singers. As we
whizzed by the century-old red brick build-
ings of my junior high campus, nortefioc music
wafting from nearby speakers, my eves wel-
Jed up and I felt alump in my throat,

I'was home.

Every year, right around Lent, life slows
down in my hometown, and for eight glorious
dayswe celebrate Charro Days. The first ime
1 took part in the festival was in 1983, when
my twin sister and I danced in the children's
parade to “La Cacahuata” a nortefio folk
song, with our schoolmates. During this
week, residents often show up to work or
school dressed in traditional Mexican cloth-
ing. Some wear charro outfits —the costume
from central Mexico most associated with na-
tional identity (thers dress as chiapanecas
and china poblanas, jarochas and teluanas,

As the country becomes
increasingly divided,
Brownsville comes together.

in the hlouses and skirts typical of the south
And there are lots of tamaulipecas, the
fringed suede jackets of Tamaulipas

To outsiders, it may all seem like a carica-
ture of Mexican culture, but for Brownsville
natives this is a time when we get to take
pride and joy in who we are, in a country
where it sometimes feels difficult todo so.

In the coming months, &s the presidential
campaign gets in full swing, Americans will
no doubt be bombarded with visions of a bro-
ken US-Mexico border. (Just last week Pres-
ident Biden issued an executive order that
tempararily biocks most migrants from seek-
ing asylum) What will be missing are por-
traits of the beautiful border some of usknow
— a place of community, continuity and cele-
bration.

I like to say the border begins in
Brownsville, where President James K. Polk
first provoked a war with Mexico, In April
1846, after the US. annexation of Texas, Polk
dispatched 4,000 soldiers into the Nueces
Strip in South Texas, ordering aland and wa-
ter blockade of Mexican troops and civilians,
Mexico claimed the border ran along the Nue-
«ces River in Corpus Christi, while the United
States insisted it was the Rio Grande, 150
miles to the south.

‘When Mexican forces crossed the Rio
Grande attempting to break the blockade,
Gen. Zachary Taylor sent a small force to
meet them The Mexican Army fired, killing
11 American troops. Polk then convinced
some skeptical members of Congress that it
‘was an invasion. The war ended two yearslat-
er, with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
which required Mexico to cede 55 percent of
its territory to the United States. Soon sur-
veyors began the task of demarcating the
new border from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pa-
cific Ocean, which was nearly 2,000 miles
long. Thus the U.S. Southwest was born,
marking the beginning of American west-
ward expansion

S CHILDREN, we didn't learn much
about our city's pivotal role in the con-
struction of our nation, but the reper-
cussions of that history hung over us
Both sides of my family, the Ballis and the Hi-
nojosas, had been in the region since the
1700s and once owned vast tracts of landthat,
as was true for most Mexican American fam-
ilies in the region, they lost over time to Anglo
land grabbers. My paternal grandfather was
raised in Texas hut moved to Matamores in
the late 1910s, during a period of intense ra-
cial violence against Mexican Americans
While the national boundary changed, the
border remained fuid. My parents were born
in Matamaros. After they married, they got
jobs as seasonal farmworkers. Eventually,
they saved enough to build a home in
Brownsville. Even though a vast majarity of
students T went to school with in the 1980s
were Mexican American, there was a strong
pressure to assimilate. In first grade, my
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teacher gave me a € in English because
spoke too much Spanish with my friends.

On Sundays, we crossed the international
bridge to visit our grandparents on_their
small ranch outside Matamoras, which had
an outhouse andno running water. We ate ta-
males and celebrated Christmas there. At
night, my grandmother hlled us to sleep with
Mesxican folk tales. Mexican culture was the
salve that helped blunt the pain of growing up
in poverty and of my father'seventual cancer
diagnosis and premature death.

Living in Brownsville I was able tobe both
deeply Mexican and deeply American — and
erossing the horder showed me that it was
possible to hokd those two identities at once. [
learned to shift between countries, cultures,
societies and political systems, ultimately
giving me a stronger sense of mysell

Charro Days was founded in 1038, the
brainehild of a local white husinessman who
wanted to stinulate the economy during the
Great Depression, draw tourists and eulti-
wate civic pride. It eventually morphed into.a
four-day fiesta that included parades, street
dances, fireworks, acarnival, arodeo and mo-
torboat races.

It soon captured the nation'’s imagination
By the 10505, radio and television networks
were broadcasting some of the festivities
from coast to coast. Around the same time,
the main parade began erossing over into
Matamoras, which also held its own events
In 1954, the U.S. government began opening
the Gatewsy International Eridge in down-
town Brownsville, which connects the twa cit-
ies, so revelers could eross back and forth
freely during the festival.

But our hinational ties would wear thin as
the horder became harder to cross. In the
early 19805, hundreds of thousands of Salva-
dorans and Guaternalans fleeing civil wars
poured into Brownsville and across other
parts of the border. The Reagan administra-
tion responded by prosecuting religions ac-
tivists wha provided them safe harbor.

As world economies became mare infer-
connected, the movement of people and
goods across national borders increased. The
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, further changed the
nature of border enforcement. The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security was established
in2002; the Border Patroleventually doubled
in size. In communities like Brownsvile,
these changes were felt intimately. Many res-
idents stopped going to Matamoros, afraid of
growing violence between Mexicandrug car-
tels. With customs lines to get into the United
States now stretching for hours, many Mata-
moros residents lso lost the incentive to
come o Erownsville.

FTER my grandmother died in 2022,
my family, oo, lost our anchor across
the border. So, when the school district
invited me to participate in this year's

parade, it was a chance 1o reconnect with an
clder Brownsville that I missed. | arrived in
town a few days early to attend Fiesta Folk
lorica, an evening event where the children
whowilldance in the parade perform for their
families. Dozens of little girlsin elaborate cos-
tumes stomped an the wooden dance floor
and swirled their colorful skirts furiously, like
butterflies ready to fly.

That merning, the White House announced
that Mr Biden would be coming to
Brownsville the same day as the chiklren's
parade to underscore his palicy wins. For a
moment, we weren't sure if his visitwould in-
terrupt our eelebration. It's a form of theater
border communities are familiar with- pali-
ticians visiting, flanked by border agents and
cameras.

The record numbers of migrants and refu-
gees are undeniable. In the 2023 fiscal year,
which endedin September, Customsand Bor-
der Protection apprehended over 24 million
people st the southwest border, many of them
heping te gain asylum. Border communities
are sandwiched between the issue, the pali-
tics surrounding it and the often misguided
policies, which can prove unhelpful or even
make the situation worse.

In the end, the children's parade went on as
planned When 1 arrived at the meeting point
that day, the young costumed dancers were
lining up behind the car [ would ride in. They
were & pictureafsheer beauty andjoy, decked
out in red lipstick with flowers and bows on
their heads. “1 ke your dress!” one litte girl
yelled, pointing atme. “You're so pretty!” an-
other one said. [ laughed and asked if I could
take their picture.

A mile away, the Rio Grande meandered
languidly. On the grounds of the old
Amigoland Mall, carnival operators added
finishing touches to the mechanical rides that
would begin receiving thousands of guests
that evening.

My car lurched forward What followed
was o sweet, nostalgic blir. Spectatars on
metal folding chairs cheered. Children
dressed assmall charros and charras flashed
toothy grins and waved. One little boy with a
mustache penciled on his upper lip took off
his cowboy hat, twirled it chivalrously and
bowed All the while local, state and federal
agents irked at every street corner: hulky
tactical vehicles and men in camouflage with
radios, buzz cuts and bullet proof vests. It was
emblematic of all the increased policing
we've seen on the border.

Awoman waved, and I realized it was Mrs.
Gomez, my former kindergarten teacher. A
couple of bandmates from high school called
out my name. But it was my mom, aunts and
cousins who screamed the loudest when 1
passed them in front of the old Majestic The-
ater. Fourteen blocks from where it started,
the parade ended at the Gateway Interna-
tional Bridge — the bridge that has defined
our lives.

As the festival wound to a close, T visited
with Rosende Escarefio, the director of
Charra Days Inc, the main organizer of the
festival, and Henry LeVrier, the board presi-
dent. They described the simple satisfaction
they get watching children enjoy themselves
at the parades with their parents, as 5o many
generations did before them. Every cyclke
builds the tradition. “It becomes a really huge
memory for us” Mr Escareio said, “and
that's why we're here, 87 years strong this

While the country becomes increasingly
divided over the border, during Charre Days,
those of us from Browmsville have something
that still brings us toge ther. In one another's
waves along the parade route, in our approv-
ing gazes, we saw ourselves. We belonged to
the same thing, the same place. Aplace called
home.
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Long Before the Woke, There Were the Wide Awakes

i England l
Jon Grinspan ngland town

as soon as the first brick hit
The 20-year-old printer was
to an abolitionist lecture in Bowdoin
Square in Boston during the 1860 presidential
campaign when a pr very throng tried to
ut it down. Mr. Kimball prepared,
entas part of a torch-bearing, black-clad
hodyguard called the Wide Awalkes, who beat
the brick throwers back using their torches as
clubs

Ar. Kimball walked home, blood in his
eyes, he wanted “war declaredatonce” Years
later, having fought his way through from
Bull Run to Gettysburg to Petersburg, he still
oonsidered that Boston brickbat, “asmuch a
elli as was the firing upon Fort
Sumter." For him, it the embattled right
to publicly protest slavery that triggered the

the war.

from college camp
we keep asking where the line is ber\r‘ﬂen
heated words and aggressive deeds. Though
framed as a legal question concerning the
First Amendment, more often it a conun-
drum for our political culture

!I|| ademocracy, how far istoo h ?

But hcm did An\enﬂn slavery, which be,
in 1618, cause a conflict in 18817 How did a
long-running debate turn into a i
war? Where, exactly, s that dynamic mo-
ment when an argument became afight?
George Kimball's Wide Awakes help make
se of it all. That hal-forgotten movement
provides an ng link between the lection

and the war. In the presidential campaign of
liver

joined  compani
s, marching in militari

of antislavery speech. Their gras
ing helped elect Abraham Lincoln
president, but also began the spiral into war.
v, Frederick Doug arned as
the  conflict loomed, “cannt tolerate free
speech.” In the decades before the Civil War,
v Americans kept quiet on the ~ubjec[
Ower the years, that took mounting coercion
States banned public criticism, \eguul “mob-
bulg_ ue\ ecuted 1bolmom‘t; In Eongle

grumbled that most in the Morth “'\u ify
their feelings" on the subject, but they would
not do so forever.

back came from a surprising
place: Hartford, Conn. Even that orderly Mew

w brutal mubbi||2~ In U]E

g\ed Ilkehav \lmh mm :lawclsofnmu
enand children. So, to kick off the 1860 cam-
paign, local Republicans m\'u[ﬂl[hehlwmg
Kentucky abolitionist Cassin
known as Cash. Cash took the stags
try February e\-enina attacking the way the
forces of slavery “suppress the voice of the
pulpit, the fr eedomoflhe pressand of s peﬂch
and warning
Insurrection heenn that evening. As Clay's
audience filtered out into the mghL they Dbe-
held a strange tableau: five young textile
clerks in black, shiny, makeshift capes
Though designed to keep torch-oil from drip-
ping on their clothing, the outfits embodied
e verve Clay had just ex-
pressed. Asthe five cappedclerks led a torch-
lit march through town, Democrat thugs at-
tacked. When young Repub]ic:ms heat them
back, a new movement was born
Within a weelk, the new club had dozens of
members, elected officers and a name — the
Wide Awakes — building off of gener-
ational awakening against slavery
Far their first official march, they had the
random good lick to escort Lincoln through
Hartford's dark streets. Their branches
ted to bubble up across Connecticut that
spring, using embattled antislave: ch
as a recruiting tool. When a Wide Awakes
rally was attacked in New Haven, the move-
ment placed bloodied comrades onstage
proofof the suppression they faced
The movement was like a black flag, flash-
ing across the North. Young Chicagoans or-
ganizing the Republican National Convention
took it up, oullining thousands of Wide
Awakes inafew s Companies exploded
[mm there, pri ullfenlme from Maine to Cali-
by German radicals in Milw: 1kee,
n, Knickerbocker aris-
antislavery Southemn-
women at Mount Hal-

By the end of that summer, Americans be-
lieved that there were half a milion Wide
Awakes in a nation of 31 million. The real
number might have been smaller, but even
that exaggeration showed how large the
mavement lbomed

Some Wide Awakes were radical aboli-

s, others cantioned moderation, but
ared a sense dml pro-

forces were
speech provided ACONVENIENT Caus
march under. It vague on the most divi-
sive fopics, it conveniently united their ene-
mies (lumping Southern enslavers in with
Northern Democratic mobbers), and it sug-
gested that the Wide Awakes' democratic
birthright was being stolen.

Republican protests, for the right to pro-
test, drew protests of their own. Northern
Democrats asked when it had become OK for
paolitical parties to march like armies. A more
pointed response came from farther South.
Fanicked misinformation and disinfor mation
swirled. Senator Lonis Wigfall of Texas told
Congress that the Wide Awakes movement

Boyhoodss Biggest
Struggle? Loneliness.

Ruth Whippman
authar of "Boymam: Re
vhood in the Age of Imp:

HE 20-year-cld college student and
gamer I met in Cedar City, Utah, didn't
m particularly by
joke that he was a cultural cliche. He
lived in his grandma's basement, and barely
left the house except to go to ch_‘e‘ He
spent the vast majority of his free time an-
line — playing video games, watching porn
and hanging out on Discord, the heavily
male-skewed communication platform,
where users gather in communities devoted
to topics ranging from the innocuously
nerdy to the uter ¥
admission, he wi

Dur ||Lalhepa|\de|wc he w
for a Discord community, at first mainl
sorting out technical problems and weeding
out trolls. But one night, an adolescent boy
called himover voice chat, and started shar-
ing how lonely and depressed he He
spoke with the boy for an hour, trying to talk
him davmn and give him hope. That call ledto
maore like it Over time, he developed arepu-
tation n unofficial therapist on the serv-
er. By the time he left Discord a year or so
later, he'd had about 200 calls with different
people, bath men and women, who spoke of
contemplating suicide,

Butit was the boys who seemed the most
desperately lonely and isolated. On the site,

he said, he found “alot more unhealthy men
than unhealthy women! He added: "With
men, there is a huge thing about mental

health and shame because you're not sup-
posed to be weak. You're not supposed tobe
broken.” Amale mental health crisis was fly-
ing under the radar
T have spent the last few vears talking to
s research for my new bo(ﬂ s well as
vithree sol nd1 have come
the conditions of modern boyhood
amount to a perfect storm for loneliness
This is a new problem bumping up against
anald one. All the old deficiencies and blind
spots of m: cialization are still in cireu-
lation — the: mass failuretoteach boys
relational skills and emaotional intelligence,
the same rigid masculinity norms and social
prohibitions that push them away from inti-
macy and emationality. But in screen-ad-
dicted, culture war-tom America, we have
also added new ones.

The micro-generation that v just hit-
ting puberty as the # MeToo movement ex-
ploded in 2017 is now of college (and voting)
age. They have lived their whole adoles-
cence not just in the digital era, with a glori-
ous array of virtual options to avoid the
angst of real-world socializing, but also in
the shadow of a wider cultural reckoning
around toxic masculinity.

We have spent the past half-decade
wrestling with ideas of gender and privi-
Inge attempting to clnllengc- the old ster-
otypes and power structures, These con-

tions should have been an opportunity
to throw out the old pressures and norms of
manhood, and to help boys and men be maore
emotionally open and engaged. But in many
ways this environment has apparently had
the oppasite effect — it has shut them down
even further.

For many progressives, weary from a
pileup of male m nduct, the refusal toen-
gage with men'sfeelings has now becom
mast a point of principle. For every r
wing tough guy urging his crying son to
“man up,” there's avoice from the left telling
him that to express his concer: o take
airtime away from a woman or someone
maremarginalized. The two are not morally
equivalent, butto boys, the impact can often
feel similar. In many cases, the same people
who are urging boys and men to become
mare emotionallyexpre: i
a maoral stand against hu
tually feel. For many
lI\ouEhIJ\enemotlol\saet s
sides. This politic isolation combined
“ill'l eai ting masculine norms to push a
g number of boys into a kind of re-
paliticized reclusion.

Tl1n smusncsm'c starting to feel like their
own cliché. Over a quarter of men under 30
say they have no close friends. Teenage
boys now spend two hours less a week so-
cializing than girls do, and they also spend
about seven hours more per week than their
female peers an screens

Asamother of boys, 1 geta chill down my
spine at these numbel- And my own re-
search has fed my fears. I talked to boys of
alltypes. Jocks and m*el: , popular kids and
socially awlkward, rich and poor. And the
same theme came up over and over for boys
who on the face of it had little else in comr-
man. They were lnely

Some of them were genuinely
Others had plenty of friends. But almos

ing how they ac-
, it can seem as
ssedby both

led.

How a club you've
never heard of
from the 19th
century changed
the world.

“offsel” Wi
and St Low
organized

ern majority. By the peak of the 1860 cam-
paign, hundreds of thousands of uniformed

movement as

Wide Awak

the time he won the election,
dy to be donewith the Wide Awakes.
ical secessionists weren't, using the
s ahoogeyman in their campaign
for disunion. South Carolinians invoked the
he night they left the Union.
Virginia's ex-governor told hi:
did not secede, it would “be cut to pieces by
the Wide Awakes." There,
mists planned to break aw
but the Wide Awakes armed them with a po-
tent symbol to scare more moderate South-

\Iau\ started undol med clubs ohhcn own to
5.C,

v formed the shadowy
hich included a worri-

erners out of the Union

W

to Lincaln,

‘Hmedwu e A

of them had the nagging sense that some-
thing important w as missingin those friend-
ships. They found it almost impossible to
talk to their male peers about anything inti-
mateor express vulnerability, One teenager
described his social circle, a group of boys
who had hoen bes since kindergar-
ten, as a “very unsupportive support sys-
em." Another revealed that he could recall
only one emotionally open conversation
with a male friend in his life, and that even
his twin brother had not seen him cry in
vears. But they felt unable to articulate this
painar seek help, because of a fear that, be-
cause they were boys, no one would listen.

As one 20-year-old put it, "If aman vaices
any concern, they get deflected with all of
their so-called privileges” He added:
“They'd be like, ‘Whatever. Women have
suffered more than you, so you have noright
to complain.'"

ide Awake hotheads also began torepur-
pose their marchers a

fighte:

Modern boys get
everything —
except the thing
that is most
worth having.

neoln

ate that if it

aminority of extre
ayno matter what,

. Some wrote
offering to send thousands of
5 tohis inauguration. In St
neaked in rifles and
drilled secretly in breweries, while the South-
ermn Democratic Minutemen evolved into a
paramilitary militia from a political club.

Soon their former campaign headquarters
bristled with shotguns, cannon and Confeder-
ate flag
When Confederates fired on Fort Sumter,
they began the Civil War, but the fighting
killed no one. The first bloodshed came from
the kind of street-mobbing that had escalated
over decades As Ma husetts  troops
headed through Baltimore a few days after
Fort Sumter, those anti-Wide Awak
VO\'IIII[G?I- leda lmcnagw t them. F

later, St Lmn" num.xnzed Wide Av
pushed back, with about 30 dying in an aw] l|||

street fight.
‘Wide Awakes who had started out as dem-
onstrators were now combatants. What had

been a political organization with militaristic
motifs became a military organization with
political motives.

E 5 have willfully
forgotten the Wide s, and with them
the fight over democratic speech that precipi-
tated the conflict. Americans have taught
themselves an oddly cory account of their
Civil War, jlllllDIIlE from Eenleel orators de-
bating the “peculiar institution,” to Blue and
Gray soldiers arrayed on Virginia cornfields,
all set to moumnful fiddle m

Texthooks use the passive phrase “The
Coming of the Civil War." But the war didn't
come. Americans brought it, argued it, pro-
tested itinto being. The Wide Awakes helpre-
politicize that story, as an unfolding and un-
certain tug of war between speech andaction,
equal part spiring and troubling. March-
ing for the best of causes, they helped bring
on the worst of consequenc

Almost without exception, the boy
talked to craved closer, more emotional
open relationships, but had neither the skills
nor the social permission to change the
story.

Perhaps it's not surprising that boys don't
know how to listen and engage with their
friends’ emotions on any
all, no one really eng
convinced thatmen and boys have hadmore
than their fair share of our attention already
because in a sexist society, male opinions
hold outsize value. But the world — includ-
ing their own parents — has less time for

One study from 2014 showed that parents
were more likely to use emotional words
when talking with their 4-yvear-old daugh-
ters than those speaking to their 4-year-old
sons. (Right from hirth, mothers were less
likely to chat back to boys' early sounds.) A
more recent study comparing fathers of
boys with fathers of girls found that fathers
of boys were less attentively engaged with
their boys, spent less time talking about
their son's sad feelings and instead were
more likely to roughhouse with them. They
even used subtly diflerent vocahularies
when talking with boys, with fewer feelings-
centered words, and more competition and
winning-focused language.

Spend any time in the manosphere, and
sy to start to hate men and boys. The
1 the gleeful hate speech,
the violent threats and thrum of menace
make it hard to summon much sympat r
male concerns, and easy to forget the ways
that patriarchy harms them, too.

Perhaps it's not surprising that in the grip
of the culture wars, car ing about boys has
become subtly coded as ari t-wing cause,
adog whistle for akind ofbad-faith politick-
ing. Men have had way maore than their fair
share of our concern already, the reasoning
goes, and now it's time for them to pipe
down. But for boys, privilege and harm in-
tertwine |n complex ways — male socializa-
tionis ely destructive blend of indul-
gence and neglect. Under patriarchy, boys
and men get ever) vthing, except the llnnz
that's most worth hwmg human connec-
tion.

Silencing ordemonizing boys in thename
of progressive ideals is only reinforcing this
problem, pushing them further into isola-
tion and defensiveness, The prescription for
creating a generation of healthier, more so-
cially and emaotionally competent men is the
same in the wider palitical discourse as it is
in our own homes — to approach boys gen-
erously rather than punitively. We need to
acknowled ge boys'feelings, to talk with our
sons in the same way we do our daughters,
tohear them and empath ize rather than dis-
miss or minimize, and engage with them as
fully emotional beings

They are more than ready to talk. We just
need to make sure we are listening.
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A Promise to Grads

Who Show ‘No Promise’

Megan K. Stack
A contributing Qpinion writer.

T'Shigh schoaol graduation season. Time

to cheer the teenage achievers (espe-

cially the overachievers) and send them

aff to campus adventures and incipient
adulthood. This vear, though, [ want to talk
abaout theother graduates. The ones without
honor society stoles or academic medals or
college plans. The ones whostill don't know
what they could or should do, who taste a
tinny dread when the band strikes up
“Pompand Circumstance.”

I'mtalking about students who flailed ac-
ademically, never discovered any particular
talent, drifted unnoticed in the halls. The
kids who got into trouble and now think of
trouble as their natural habitat. The poor
kids, the dwellers in volatile homes, the
abusers of substances. The college rejects
and even the high school dropouts.

If I could give all those kids a graduation
gift, it would be this plain but important
truth: Everything can still be fine. Mot easy,
necessarily, but fine. That is almost cer-
tainly true, no matter what seemingly hope-
less mess they have made of their affairs or
bleak vision they've developed of their own
abilities and future, Virtally every Ameri-
can 18-vear-old has more options and more
time than they've been led to believe. A

conceived by accident. His advice to her
comes straight from the American id of sur-
wvival, reinvention and faking it till vou make
it

“Get out of here and move forward," Don
tells Peggy. “This never happened. It will
shock you how much it never happened.”

Here's the catch, though: While it's still
possible for most 18-vear-old Americans to
drastically improve their material circum-
stances, the perception of self that forms
during impressionable teenage vears can
inflate or cripple people into adulthood —
and that part is much, much harder to
change.

Scientists still don't fully understand the
lifelong potency of the teenage vears, but it
seems to be rooted in the hyperbalic brain
chemistry of adolescents, whose emotions
carry an intensity unmatched during other
stretches of life. The highs are higher, the
pain cuts harder, and the experiences get
stored deeper in the brain, an adalescent
psychology expert, Laurence Steinberg,
told me. In the end, the aftertaste of those
years can cling for decades, and many peo-
ple struggle todistinguish their adult selves
from their adolescent perceptions and
memories,

Dr. Steinberg, a psychology professor at
Temple University who has spent decades
researching the adaolescent psyche, sug-

OPINION

met a new man, had another baby. As we
moved deeper into adulthood, Facebook
started to suggest that our positions had re-
versed, that she now luxuriated in a free-
dom Thad lost. As [ slogged from the milky,
sleepless mess of early motherhood to the
chaos of toddlers and elementary schoal,
she was launching her own kids into adult-
hood and taking up mountain biking. I had
raggedy nails and new circles under my
eyes; she had agolden retriever, a Tesla and
spontaneous getaways with her husband

She'd been a mother too young, I guess,
but then again, I'wish I'd had my kids a little
earlier. It had been easy at 18 tomistake our
relative positions as a lifelong condition, a
decisive ascent or descent into an unac-
knowledged American caste. Now [ realize
how much of my own fatalism was rooted in
illusion anda vast oversimplification of time.
and human affairs.

Nothing particularly bad happened to me
inhigh schoal, but it was, nevertheless, adif-
ficult time containing no hint of future ad-
venture or achievement. I stumbled over al-
gebra and floundered in science. I read vo-
raciously but couldn't seem to communicate
the overwhelming feelings and contradic-
tory ideas provoked by the books. It seemed
asif every teacher, sooner ar later, marveled
aloud that someone so dull-witted had
emerged from the same gene pool as my
brilliant older siblings.

Sol did whatkids do: I toldmyself I didn't
«care and stopped trying. [ distracted myself
from the low hum of underachievement by
seeking out friends on the margins — bum-
outs and bohemians, unrepentant subver-
sives, Their company was a relief; caring
and falling short had been more bruising
than I wanted to admit

I did go to college, though — mastly
thanks to standardized tests — and [ even-

teenager's biography (whether promising
or ominous) should not be interpreted as
dispasitive proof of years to come.

That is clear to me now, having lived long
enough to watch old friends rebound from
seemingly ruined lives to happy, stable and
prosperous adulthoods, and, on the other
end, noticing that some of my most promis-
ing classmates fizzled outup on contact with
the world beyond our little town. There are
plenty of kids, of course, who turn out more
or less the way you'd expect. But the whole
process strikes me as infinitely less predict-
able than suggested by the mechanical
churn and sort of the K-12 assembly line.

I'mnot indenial. It's a tough world. Turn-
ing things around — changing one's trajec-
tory — isdifficult and daunting. Factors be-
vond our control, like economic class, race
and lack of family support, can pile onextra
disadvantages. Even the happiest endings
are usually preceded by times when it all
looks too hard and hopeless. And people do,
tragically, fall through the cracks.

Still, young people should be told — and
should believe — that their destiny is not
shaped in high school. Their personalities
are still coming together in the tissues of the
brain; time is on their side and — say what
youwantabout Americans — we like under-
dogs, cheer come-from-behind wins and are
generous with second chances.

Even passing a general educational de-
velopment test, or G.ED., can provide a
path to community callege, where about a
third of students end up transferring to a
four-year university Thoseaverse to acade-
mia — ontrend with a growing national dis-
cussion over whether college is really worth
the cost and time (for the record, I'm pro-
college) — fruitful careers can be reached
through trade schodls, entrepreneurship or
themilitary Juvenile criminal records often
get expunged, and research has found that
only about 10 percent of kids who commit se-
rious crimes grow up to become chronic
adult offenders.

In “Mad Men," Don Draper finds Peggy,
his office protégée, curled in defeat and de-
spair after giving up the secret baby she'd

Think you've crashed?
Don't worry: There’s still
plenty of runway.

gested that messages from families, teach-
ers and friends may be the decisive factor
when it comes to rebounding fram an un-
promising high schoal career.

“If people in your life tell you, You're ac-
tually not very smart and you're not going to
make much of yourself’ you start to inter-
nalize that" Dr. Steinberg said. “If they say,
“You can change. You were immature and
made bad decisions, but you're going to
grow up, that's very impartant "

In my senior year, one of my friends got
pregnant with her shambaolic boyfriend and
decided to have the hahy. When I went off to
college, she stayed behind in her parents'
house in the next town, working in a coffee
shop and, eventually, taking classes at com-
munity college. [ visited her when 1 came
home on breaks. She seemed the same —
deep dimples and wry jokes —and I'd hold
her baby awkwardly and pretend to think it
was excitingthat she was amother. Secretly,
Iwas horrified.

‘We'd been voung together — sharing cof-
fee and cigarettes in the doughnut shop,
stealing through starless nights, laughing
until we choked. Now she languished on a
barren suburban street, cartoons squawk-
ing, coffee table sticky from leaking sippy
cups. | couldn't believe she'd gotten trapped
like that.

Skipping to the present day, that friend
lives a few hours from the place where we
grew up, in the kind of scenic New England
town people visit to take pictures of fall
leaves. Time unfolded well for her: She got
her nursing degree, worked in hospitals,

[

RECCIH

tually figured out how to use my own brain.
Living inside my mind had for years heen
like being locked inside a car I didn't know
how to drive. And then, in my sophomore
vear of college — [ don't know how else to
put this — everything, very suddenly, felt
different. The obscure became obvious

how to study and memorize, retain raw in-
formation and, most crucially, trap and turn
into waords the complicated ideas that had
previously drifted through my thoughts like
clouds.

1 don't recommend underachievement,
let alone delinquency, for anybody: 1 hope
my own children are able to thrive along tra-
ditional lines. It's obviously preferable to
leave high schoal with the highest possible
grades and minimum erosion of self-esteem.
Stepping into adulthood burdened with a
rap sheet, severe emotional trauma or ad-
dictionis not ideal

But it doesn't have to be the end of the
stary, either

By my own graduation day, kids I knew in
high school had already gotten arrested or
addicted, failed classes or stayed out all
night because they couldn't stand to go
home. Tt would have shocked me, back then,
torealize how many of them would grow up
and disappear into normal, healthy-looking
lives. Noteveryone gota college degree, but
most everybady landed, eventually, on their

Even the friend whowent to prisonis long
since free and has become more educated
than I'will ever be. My friend whose an guish
was the hardest to grasp, the one who'd in-
sisted since we were 5 that he was really a
boy — he's now a dad in a faraway city we
never thought about, with a fascinating job
we didn't know existed, living unobtrusively
as aman, which we would've assumed was
impossible.

You have no idea what's coming next, or
after that, or after that. If high school was
goad for you, keep the memories close

As for the rest of us?

It can shock you, after all, how much it
never happened

LETTERS

How Will Employers Regard
Today’s Student Activists?

Readers discuss a column by Pamela Paul about
college protesters’ job prospects and future careers.

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “And Now, a Real-Life

Leszon for Student Activ-
ists," by Pamela Paul {cal-
ummn, May 31):

Ms. Paul tellsus that
students who took part in
recent protests may face
reduced job prospects
because of their actions:
“Corporate America is
fundamentally risk averse."
The prospects for these
students are dim. Or are
they?

These are students who
have the courage of their
convictions, who are willing
to stand up for what they
feelis right and make their
own judgments. They are
leaders. If they can't get
jobs they will start their
own firms — and they will
thrive.

Let corporate America
hire the other students, the
timid, conformist followers
who accept what they are
told without question and
“fit into the comp any cul-
ture.” Let's see where that
gets them in five or 10
vears.

WALTER WILLIAMS
NEWYORK

TO THE EDITOR:

Twouldn't want to work in
an organization full of peo-
ple who did nothing wrong
as children and adoles-
cents. For ane thing,
imagine that office parties
waould be dull and water
cooler conversations bland.

Adolescence is inherently
rebellious. Creativity is
disruptive. But although I
feellike an old fogey for
saying this, what I find
lacking in the younger
generation is a sense of
responsibility; of ownership
for one's actions. We learn
character and courage
when we face the conse-
gquences of our choices,
whether it's repaving
schoolloans or justifying,
defending, regretting, apal
ogizing or atoning for our
deeds.

As an employer, I'm
willing to fargive and pro-
vide second chances. What
I'm reluctant to do is hire
those incapable of admit-
ting or acknowledging that
they might be wrong and
unwilling to accept account-
ability:

TAY MARKOWITZ
POUND RIDGE, N.Y.

TO THE EDITOR:

If there's ane thing I've
learned during my time as
a university student, it's
that we are generally more
socially aware than most
adults, Campuses are not
siloed; they are “hotbeds”
of the exchange of conflict-
ing ideas.

While anlookers may
believe that our naiveig
blinds us from seeing that
the world is not ready for
what we want it to be, they
miss out on the obvious
truth. We want to change
the world, and our employ-
ers along with it. We are
the employees of the future.
Our activism is against the
very employers refusing to
hire us for exercising our
constitutional right to pro-
test

Whatever your beliefs,
exhart you: Do not under-
estimate the university
student. Do nat devalue the
“moral clarity,” as Pamela
Paul calls it, with which we
lead and protest. We are
daoing the dirty work, while
the rest of the world
watches. We have prepared
our whale lives for these
maments, in fact encour-
aged by you. Is the world
truly so hypocritical?
ANISSA PATEL. DOVER, MASS.
The writer is a student at
Emory University

TO THE EDITOR:

Pamela Paul has learned
the wrong lesson from the
college protesters. The
issue is not their zeal or

passion. The issue is mind-
lessness, which is probably
the salient quality that
businesses wish to avoid.
In their passion, too
many of the protesters
openly support aruthless
terrarist group, repeat
chants that they actually
don't understand and ac-
cuse Israel of genocide. No
business would ever wish
to hire employees so sus-
ceptible to groupthink.

ARI WEITZNER, NEW YORK

TOTHEEDITOR

Pamela Paul maintains that
the “pro-Palestinian dem-
anstrations lacked the
moral clarity of the anti-
apartheid demonstrations.”

I'was active in the divest-
ment movement at Colum-
biain 1985, It tore the cam-
pus apart. At Johns Hop-
kins, an encampment of
students calling for divest-
ment from apartheid was
firebombed by fraternity
members. At the time, the
wery popular president,
Ronald Reagan, was de-
nouncing protesters wha
took a stand for human
rights in South Africa.

Reagan's idea of “moral
clarity” involved promoting
“constructive engagement”
with apartheid South Afri-
«ca. Reagan and his myriad
followers on American
campuses argued that you
change unsavory societies
by building bridges, not
walls. The Reagan adminis-
tration also maintained that
South Africawas an indis-
pensable geopolitical ally,
too valuable to alienate.

But in 1985, as in 2024,
many students took a prin-
cipled stand against a great
injustice, despite knowing
that, in Ms. Paul's words,
employers might oppose
hiring anyone who agitates
for change. Today's pro-
testers, like their anti-
apartheid forebears, have
taken that risk believing
that histary will vindicate
their ethical stance.

Yes, each generation's
agitation for change arises
from historically distinctive
circumstances. But let's not
exaggerate the differences
between the anti-apartheid
protests of the 1980s and
today's protests for Pales-
tinian human rights.

ROB NIMON, PRINCETON, N.L
The writer is a professor of
English at Princeton and is the
auther of “Homelands,
Harlem, and Hollywood:
South African Culture and the
World Beyond.”

TOTHEEDITOR

Pamela Paul says that
while students have "been
raised to believe in their
right to change the warld,
the rest of the world may
neither share nor be ready
toindulge their particular
wvision" The issue isnot that
students want to change
the world, but the method
they are using to change
the world.

Thousands of college
students are changing the
waorld by joining the Peace
Corps, Teach for America
and the military. Those
students are making the
world better and will be
hired by corporations.

Changing the world
invalves listening to people
and gradually changing
minds. My neighborhood
voted 52 percent for Joe
Biden and 48 percent for
Donalkd Trump in the last
election. I listen to my
neighbaors and try to re-
spectfully change their
minds.

Employers do not want
to hire people who are
perceived as being disrup-
tive.

Employers will hire
students who want to
change the world by hard
work, constructive listening
and respectful persuasion.
JAMES HORTON
CHARLOTTE,N.C
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OPINION | AMERICA IN FOCUS

11 Swing Voters
On the Trump Verdict

Patrick Healy, Frank Luntz and Adrian J. Rivera

Mr. Healy is the deputy Opinion editor. Mr. Luntz is a pollster. Mr. Rivera is an editorial tant in
Opinion
0w OW the heck can you be undecided at this point?" Four hours after the convic-

tion of Donald Trump, the focus group moderator Frank Luntz posed that ques-
tion to 11 vaters wha said they were still torm — even post-verdict — between
whether to support Mr. Trump or President Biden {or, for some, Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr.) in November. None said they were now definitely Biden voters, though notably,
several said that Mr. Trump had lost their vote or that they were more inclined to Mr. Biden.

All 1l participants in our Times Opinion focus group were swing voters: They had sup-
ported or been open to Hillary Clinton or Mr. Biden at least once in 2016, 2020 or 2024, and
backed or considered Mr. Trump at least once in those years as well. These voters all said
they werestruck by the verdict, even swayed in different ways, yet Mr. Trump's guilt didn't
decisively turn them against the former president — a point that was Mr. Luntz's biggest
takeaway from the group. Inflation, the economy, immigration and abortion were the things
that they said would ultimately determine their votes.

Thase wha came away from the verdict more inclined toward Mr. Biden, weren't exactly
enthusiastic about the president. One of them, Hilary, a 55-vear-old social worker from Cali-
fornia, said, “I can envision casting a vote for Biden and then needing a very stiff drink.” But
Mr. Trump was now bevond the pale, she said: "I cannot have the president be a convicted
felon. Full stop.”

The idea of voting for a felon for president was unacceptable, un-American or too unreal
for several of our participants, including some of those who gave Mr. Trump credit for man-
aging the economy. Others thought Demacrats pushed those felony charges to help Mr. Bi-
den politically, sayin g that the Biden campaign was trying toexploit the verdict. Anda couple
of people saw Mr Trump as an antihero; check out the feisty exchange in the group about
Tony Soprana.

Ifthese voters are any indication, the guilty verdict will complicate Mr. Trump's bid for the
‘White House. Character and integrity mattered for the presidency, and dis gust with Mr.
Trump could tip the scales for some of them in the end

PARTICIPANTS

Ben Hilary John Jorge MNeshunda Shantel

42 Texas, 55, Calif., 58, Pa., 52, Calif,, 36, Fla., 33, calif.,

white, white, white, Latino, Black, Middle

college social customer medical educational Eastern,

adviser worker relations field registrar rental
manager

Frank James Jonathan Logan Wendy

65, Ariz., 53, lowa, 37, Fla., 31, Okla., 57, N.Y.,

white, wihite, Black, white, Black,

computer financial operations  lawyer admin

sales manager manager support

What’s your reaction to the guilty verdict in the Trump
trial?

< Not surprised, given
Trump's behavior of late.

— Frank

Concern about
the future of America.

— Neshunda

e

155
(A
case, looked at the facts
and rendered a verdict.

— Hilary

) Just. A jury heard the

% Baffled. A former

president on trial? How
did we get to this point?
- P

— Ben

Did the jury's decision have any impact
on how you will vote?

Shantel: “How is he going to run the presi-
dency from jail?” is what I'm thinking. It
kind of doesn't make sense to vote for him.
Ben: 50 now it's down to woting for the con-
victed felon or voting for Biden, the super-
old, out-of-touch guy I don't really like ei-
ther of those choices, butI think I'm going to
go withthe old guy losing his mind over the
convicted felon who's probably going to be
out for blood as soon as he's elected. It'slike
I'min Poland trying to choose between the
Nazis and the Soviets. I'mjust going to flipa
coin, but probably voting for Biden. Tdon't
lenow if T'llvate.

Logan: For me, itis exactly what Ben said.
It's the fear of retribution. I think we got
skin-to-teeth thinon our democracy staying
together. And this time, he knows where the
pitfalls are in the places that he needs to ap-
point people who can really get retribution.
Hilary: I'm desperate to try to honor the sys-
tem. He's now a convicted felon. I cannot
havethe president be a convicted felon. Full
stop. Therefore, he is disqualified for me.
Despite my absolute concerns about the
mental fimess and policy disagreements
that Thave with Joe Biden, I cannot envision
casting a vote for Donald Trump.

Frank: He's disqualified for me, too. As a
president, vou're supposed to be setting an
example, not making an example of yourself
in a negative way Second of all, with regard
to what Hilary said about he's a convicted
felon, OK. The particular charge is not
something that T would think qualifies or
disqualifies you for being a president. Ev-
erybody bribes someone, somewhere. But
there's two other cases pending. And again,
innocent until proven guilty, but theyre
much maore serious charges of the Jan. 6 in-
surrection and then trying to fix an election.
Jonathan: But that'sthe thing. To say, OK, to-
day is thenail in the coffin because he's now
classified as a convicted felon is superficial
hecause he lost the E. Jean Carrall case and
he was accused and found liable of much
more heinous crimes than filing a wrong fi-
nancial document. That wasnt enough?
That wasn't disqualifying?

Shantel: Donald Trump is corrupt and he
wasn't good enough at it, and he failed
Ben: The guy tried to write off his bribe, and
OK maybe it's notillegal, but he's supposed
toset afreakingexample. And as far as porn
stars go for affairs, he couldhave setabetter
example for who to have an affair with. But
the dude tried to write off a bribe — that
doesn't seem wrong to you in the slightest?
Moderator: Wendy, you're laughing.
Wendy: This has been the most stressful
presidential election process since Daonald
Trump has run for office. And some people,
they're on the sidelines. They're not even
going to try to vote.

Jorge: Trump is not reliable. And I don't
think Biden is in his brightest years. So 1
guess the anly choice right now is Kennedy.
Jonathan: Brain-worm Bobby.

Jorge: Yes,

Jonathan: You have to remember why
Trump is the choice of millions of people.
Trump represents a shock to the system.
His supporters don't hold him to the same
ethical standards. He's the antihero, the So-
prano, the “Breaking Bad," the guy who
does bad things, who is a bad guy but does
them on behalf of the people he represents.
Frank: And in 2016 1 voted for him for that
very reason. Drain the swamp.

Hilary: As did I

Logan: Me, too,

Do you think the trial was rigged?

James: [ wouldn't say it was rigged, but 1
wouldn't go as far as to say that it was fair
There were problems. Bad witnesses. I'm
not sure the jury made the right decision.
N}mderator: ‘What's your disagreement with
the jus
James: That they listened to witnesses like
Cohen and toak him at his word.
Shantel: 1 definitely agree that the whole
reason for the trial wasto get him politically
But I'm not a lawyer. [ wasn't in the court-
room. I have to just trust the system. And if
it was wrong, it'll come out with an appeal
But I don't have an authority to say defini-
tively that it was rigged
Jorge: Trump would never have a fairtrial in
New York because, like many people said,
mostof the jurywas probably Democrat. It's
like if we have atrial for Biden in Houston,
Ben: We're all regular people with regular
jobs. If any ofus all did, like, one-thousandth
of what this guy did for being on trial, the
financial stuff, the forms, the bribes, the
meeting withpeople, we all would have been
fired. We all would have been out on our
butts, applying for jobs at grocery stores or
driving Uber or whatnot. You're saying it's
all apolitical theater and farce and whatnot.
But he was having an affair with a porn star
andnot a particularly attractive one at that.
Jonathan: That's not acrime.
Ben: After talking to you, Jonathan, I'm
thinking about voting for Biden now.
Jonathan: Trumpis not amoral compass toa
lot of his supporters. He's the bad guy that'll
do things on our behalf He's the Tony So-
prano or the Walter White —
Ben: Dan't bring my “Sopranas” inta this.
Jonathan: He's anantihero.
Hilary: Jonathan, whenyou broughtup” The
Sopranos,” [ got it. He's the antihero. And
that's why I cast a vote in 2016 for him,
though I did expect at the time that a lot of
the shtick was just shtick and that once
elected, if elected, no grown T1-year-dld man
would comport himself in the way he did.
‘What does that portend, though, for a de-
macracy if we have nothing but antiheroes,
going forward? That these people, these
complicated, murky, ambiguous, morally
ambiguous people, are the models? And
mayhe that's putting it mildly and gently.
Moderator: Describe American democracy
in a single sentence.
Jorge: It's on a dangerous road
Neshunda: It is fair and just, and people are
awakening now.
Logan: Absolute hyperbalic chaos.
Frank: It's a system in which the majority is
supposed to rule, but there are those who
are unethically controlling it
Wendy: The lesser of the evils but the evils
nonetheless.
Shantel: Messy, imperfect, but it works.

Ben: Watching the Hindenburg land on the
Titanic.

John: Our democracy currently is on life
SUPPOTL.

Hilary: Will the center hold?

Jonathan: A perpetual work in progress that
needs testing every now and then.

James: A very polarized system that is se-
verely broken.

OK, that leads to the next question:
How the heck canyou be undecided at
this point?

Jonathan: As an independent, my No. 1 fac-
tor is economics. Full disclosure: Under Bi-
den, I make more money. But under Trump,
my money was worth mare. So that's wiy
I'm undecided. I'm waiting to see wha
Trump chooses as his vice president

Hilary: Well, 1 disclosed earlier that the con-
viction makes itso I can't imagine voting for
Trump. Obviously, Kennedy is a nonfactor
for me. Biden's —aof. Oof. Got to love it
Logan: [ feel that, yes.

Hilary: Yes, just that: 0-0-0-0-E I mean, [
can envision casting a vote for Biden and
then needing a very stiff drink afterward.
John:Well, Twould say Bidennow is off the
table after Iod.w butthink today ‘s action—
Moderator: Biden?

John:— is off the table for me. Yes, Biden.
Hilary: Because of the verdict?
John: Yes, because — [ think Biden looks un-
gracious and looks incredibly weak to me. [
can envision a scenario where alot of und
cideds who maybe won't pull the lever for
Trump runto Robert Kennedy Jr.
Moderator: But I've never had someone
blame another candidate for the failure of
the original candidate. And that's exactly
what you're doing here

John: 1 was highly critical of Trump in 2019,
and that's what led to his first impeachment
when he was trying to go after Biden paoliti-
cally That was amistake. He lost my vote on
that in 2020, ButI guess I thought Joe Biden
was above this.

Jorge: 1 agree with vou.

Hilary: May I ask — is it based on anything
that Joe Biden said after the verdict?

John: 1 think it's just a campaign tagline:
Trump, convicted felon

Jorge: Well, Biden has dirty hands an this.
He's a ver; \' weak candidate right now, so
they need to make Trump even weaker .And
vou see it with Kennedy I know that Ken-
nedy is not perfect, but he doesn't have a
platform because they don't let him have a
platform. Biden looks bad. They need to do
something to influence voters, something
like this, 50 he can win the election.
Neshunda: It just seems like the timing of
the trial, right before elections, it's just a lit-
tle off-putting for them to go to this level.
Shantel: Well, this is changing my vote to
not vate for Trump. The only thing is: What
happens if it gets appealed ar something
comes out in Trump's favor? But this is
swinging me toward Biden.

Ben: A couple people have mentioned amas-
sive judicial conspiracy of everyhody going
after him. OK, let's talk conspiracy math
here. The sheer number of people who
would have to be working together to get
something like this working just boggles the
mind. And have you ever tried to get four
people to agree on what to order for pizza® [
just don't see this working out. And at the
end of the day, OK, fine. OK, I'm going to side
with Jonathan on this one, saying, what's
the big deal about bribing Stormy Daniels?
But I want a president who's going to be able
tocover upa $130,000 bribe to Daniels. If he
can't pull that off, I'm not going to trust him
with the nuclear foothall. This seems like
such an easy thing for him to screw up. I'm
kind of leaning toward Biden now.
Moderator: James, why undecided?

James: The trial really didn't affect me one
way ar the other. I'll be mare interested see-
ing who Trump picks for his vice-presiden-
tial candidate and maybe seeing a debate
before I make up my mind

Wendy: I agree with James.

Frank: The more [ see Trump dealing with
this, the less confident I am inhim. A presi-
dent's got tobe astep apart from just a good
person. And I have a prablem with his inte g-
rity and ethics. I'm swinging toward Biden.
And I don't like Biden.

Hilary: I'm absolutely with you, Frank.
Frank: Got no ethics, either.

Logan: Ivoted for Obamain 12, Trumpin '16,
Bidenin '20. And T am exhausted. And [ will
be honest with you, Frank, I'will vote in this
election. But Iunderstand people who won't
I voted for Trump because of the change I
thought he would bring and the people he
selected or was going to selectin his cabinet.
Ivoted for Biden becau se he preached for 12
maonths that he was able to unify the coun-
try.I don'tthink he's the worst president, but
he is very weak. I am disappointed. I really
am. Like I said earlier, the retribution is a
factor. But to be hanest, Frank, Idon't know
who I'm going to vate for, and I don't know
that I will know until I step into that box.
Jonathan: Me, too

After the verdict, what word describes
how you feel about Donald Trump?

Jorge: Dishonest

Neshunda: Untrustworthy.

Logan: Chantic.

John: Martyred

Hilary: Incapable of telling the truth.

Frank: Unethical

James: Targeted

Ben: Paper tiger.

Moderator: Is there anything Biden or
Trump could do to win vou over?

Jorge: If Biden would put under control the
border andalso trytofix the issue with infla-
tion, then he will have my vote,

Logan T don't think so. There's not enough
time for Biden to do anything. And Trump
has shown me that he doesn't do what he
says or does the opposite of what he says.
Frank: I think Trump actually is the overall
better president if he would not have all this
baggage and all this other crap that he does,
if he would just conduct his economic and
foreign policy and forget about all these
vendettas and bribing and unethical and
thisand that If yougetrid of all that, which I
dan't see how he could do that by Election
Day he's actually the better candidate. Bar-
ring that, it's Biden.
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Actor Cites Racial Bias
In Rejected Rental Bid

Wendell Pierce says a white
landlord denied his application
for an apartment in Harlem.

By DEBRA KAMIN

The actor Wendell Pierce says his rental ap-
plication for an apartment in Harlem was
demedhy awhite landlord, and he believes
racism is the reason

Mr. Pierce, whois Black, shared hisexpe-
rience on X in a poston \-Iund ay night that
quickly gamered thousands of comments
and shares.

In the post, he described his “righteous
anger” and said that “ Even with my proof of
employment, bank statements and real es-
tate holdings, awhite apartment owner DE-
NIED my application to rent the apart-
ment” The apartment was, Mr. Pierce
wirote, “in Harlem, of all places.”

“Racism and bigots are real," he contin-
ued. “There are those who will do anything
to destroy life's journey for Black folks
When you deny our personal experiences,
you are as vile and despicable."

Mr. Pierce, 60, is best known for playing
Detective Bunk Moreland on HBO's “The
‘Wire" and has stepped into starring televi-
sion roks on “Suits! “Treme" and “Jack
Ryan" He appears in the Starz drama
“Power Book III: Raising Kanan" and the
CBS comedy-drama “Elsbeth

In addition to his screen work, Mr. Pierce,
wiho trained at Juilliard, is active on the
stage. He was a producer of the 2012 Tony
Award-winning play “Clybourne Park" and
was nominated for a Tony in 2023 for his
performance as Willy Loman in the Broad-
way revival of " Death of a Salesman."

The post, which had been shared more
than 11,000 times, drew comparisons to the
story of Raven Baxter, a Black molecular bi-
ologist in Virginia who was in escrow for a
condo in Virginia when, she alleges, the

Mr. Pierce has a history of
harnessing his celebrity
for civil rights activism.

white seller tried to cancelthehome sale be-
cause of her race.

Dr. Baxter shared her story with The
New York Times, in an article published late
last month.

Mr. Pierce did not immediately respond
to requests for comment. But Lionel Cole-
man, one of the directors of “Raising
Kanan," said he was stunned when he saw
his friend's post.

“Wendell is rovalty in the entertainment
community,’ he said. “If it can happen to
‘Wendell, it means it can really happen to
any of us!"

Mr. Caleman, who has a Black father and
a white mother, said he often thinks of
stories his mother told himof going alone to
see apartments for rent in Brooklyn sothat
thelandlord would not know her husband's
race,

“1 guess that strategy is something we
still have to keep using,” he said. “Systemic
racism still exists in this country, and in our
current political climate it's as if it's been
given fertilizer”

The Fair Housing Act makes housing dis-
crimination illegal in both renting and buy-
ing, and landlords who are found to dis-
criminate based on race, gender, religion or
sexual orientation or identity can face fines
in the tens of thousands of dollars or higher.
In addition, New York State and New York
City each have their awn fair ho
and the New York City Human
explicitly states that housing discrimina
tion isillegal.

i

The actor Wendell Pierce, whorailed against racial

discrimination in a seriesof posts on X last week after his
rental application for an apartment in Harlem was denied

The New York City Commission on Hu-
man Rights, which enforces the Human
RightsLaw, has an online form and atip line
for reporting violations.

“The New York City Commission on Hu-
man Rights protects the right of everyonein
New York City to live, work and thrive, free
from discrimination " a |ep|e5emntive for
the arganization swwd encouraging “anyone
i w YorleCity who believes they have ex-
perienced or witnessed discrimination in
employment, housing or public spaces” to
reach out.

Butdespite nationwide laws, renters con-
tinue to face housing discrimination. One
study in Boston, published in 2020, found
evidence of discrimination based on the
renter's race in 71 percent of cases.

Mr. Pierce has a history of harnessing his
celebrity for civil rights activism. After
Hurricane Katrina destroyed his childhood
‘home inPontchartrain Park, one of New Or-
leans's seminal Black neighborhoods, he
formed a community development organi-
zation to lead the rebuilding process in the
area. He received a Distinguished Citizen
Award from the Congressional Medal of
Honor Society in 2023 for his work.

In his post on Monday, Mr. Pierce did not
name the landlord or give any more specif-
ics about his rental application.

Hours after publishing his initial post, Mr.
Pierce returned to X to rail against the 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling against
the Fearless Fund, a program that awards
grants and training to Black women wha
start their own businesses. Racism contin-
ues to rage in America, he warned, and his
story of housing discrimination was butone
example.

“While I appreciate the response to my
ovn personal experience of discrimination
in housing, I only mentioned it as an exam-
ple of the insidious nature of bigotry” he
wrote. “This court decision is profoundly
mare dl‘[lllb\llg and injurious. CALL TO
ACTION"

Minutes later, he added another post:
"SYSTEMATIC RACISM IS A CHRONIC
DEBILITATING AND DESTRUCTIVE
FORCE IN AMERICA. To ignore it is revi-
sionist history”

Calculator Where to Ra

e Children

Ranking the Top Cities for Families

Raising children in the best possible
environment is a solid reason to relo-
cate. But today's tough real estate
market has slowed migration. In 2023,
about 26 million people moved, way
down from nearly 43 million in 2019,
according to the Census Bureau. All
the more reason for parents to care-
fully consider local resources, support
systems, living costs and other at-
tributes when researching a new city.

A recent study by WalletHub ranked
180 U.S. cities according to family
friendliness, using 45 metrics spread
across five categories. One was "health
and safety,” which parsed data on air
and water quality, access to quality
food and health care, and crime and
traffic risks. "Education and child
care” considered public-school quality,
day care costs and parental leave poli-
cies. "Affordability” calculated the cost
of living relative to income, savings

Famlly Friendly?
ities that scored high
helped or hurt their rankings

Highest Score

rates, credit scores and other meas-
ures of financial fitness. “Sociceconom-
ics” covered job epportunities, rates of
divorce, poverty, unempleyment and
foreclosures, Finally, “family fun” ac-
counted for parks and other attrac-
tions, weather and the share of fam-
ilies with young children.

Fremont, Calif,, in the Bay Area,
topped the list, helped by its top scores
in the education, child care and socio-
economics categories. Its high cost of
living was balanced by a high median
income. At the bottom was Memphis,
which scored low in sociceconomics
and health and safety. One thing was
clear in the results: the effects of in-
come inequality. Cities at the top of the
list had high median incomes and
mastly white or Asian populations,
while those at the bottom had low
median incomes and mostly Black or
Hispanic populations.

MICHAFL KOLOMATSKY

ising children, and the categories that
t, according to

ValletHub.
Lowest Score
Augusta, Ga.
H

Socioeoono

Jackson, Miss.
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Ask Real Estate Co-op Dispute

['ve Had It With My Neighbors Smoke.
What Can I Do if She’s Rent-Stabilized ?

I'm a shareholder in a large co-opin
Queens. The lease prohibits odors from
traveling from one apartment to another but
doesiTt include a smoke-free policy. My
elderly downstairs neighbor lives in a rent-
stabilized apartment and can no longer go
outside to smoke. My bedroom smells like
her ashtray, and | have been sleeping on my
couch. The co-op's management has sent
her notice after notice for four years, and
recently reached a settlement with her after
threatening to bring an eviction case. They
agreed that the owner of her apartment
would install a commercial smoke abate-
ment machine, but it's heen 10 weeks with
no installation. What do 1do now?

ou should be able to live without second-
hand smoke, as described in your lease.
However, the co-op has made some effort to
abate the smoke and your neighbor has
protections against eviction as a rent-
stabilized tenant — both of which work
against your chances of success in housing
court

“No one has aright to let smoke emanate
into your apartment, but when it's a rent-
stabilized tenant, it makes it more difficult
to takelegal action,” said Lisa A. Smith,
who practices real estate law at Smith,
Gambrell & Russell in Manhattan.

To submit your questions or comments,
email roalestateqanytimes com

You could bring the co-op to court, but it
is covered by the business judgment rule,
which protects co-op board actions that are
made in good faith, making alegal claim
difficult. Ultimately, it's the apartment
ovner who is responsible for eliminating
the odar.

Even if vour building did have a no-
smoking palicy, it likely wouldn't help your
situation if it were enacted after your
neighbor moved in. Rent-stahilized tenants
typically enjoy the privileges they had
when they arrived in the building.

You can request that the co-op board hire
acompany that administ: moke tests,
which can determine how and where the
smoke is entering your apartment. The
«o-op should also gain access to your neigh-
‘bor's apartment to perform this test and
make any necessary repairs

Don't bother pressuring building man-
agement to compel the installation of the
smake abatement equipment, said Adam
Leitman Bailey, a real estate lawyer in
Manhatian who has handled cases involv-
ing smoke odors. “That machine has never
worked to solve any case” in his experi-
ence, he said.

Having your neighbor open her windows
while she smokes is another potential
solution, even in winter. “This is usually a
November-through-end-of-April problem,”
Mr. Bailey said. JILL TERRER! RAMOS
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An American Dream Lives On in Sweden

MR HARJIA/THE NER TORKTINES

The United States once looked to modular construction as an efficient way to build
lots of housing at scale. Other countries have put the idea into practice.

BYFRANCESCA MARI | PAGES 810

A bathroem unit isinstalled onto the floor base of what will become a modular housing cube at the Lindbicks factory in Sweden

GLENWOOD

Experience Luxury Living In Manhattan

1,2, 3 & 4 Bedroom
Rental Residences. NO FEE

Glenwood buildings are found in these fine neighborhoods:
TriBeCa » FiDi » Battery Park North » Fashion District » Lincoln Square
Murray Hill » Mictown East = Upper East Side
uptown 212-535-0500 | glenwoodnyc.com | downtown 212-430-5900

All the units includa foatures for, and Glenwood provides reasenablae accommedations o parsons
wilh dhsabiliias, as requred by FHA. Equal Housing Opportunity



THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024 N RE

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

NORWALK 1STH-CENTURY HOUSE

$2,595,000

WHITE PLAINS CENTER-HALL

$1,995,000

TAXES

PROS

The house
fi, wit

plent

On the Market

HEATHER SENISON

$1,399,000

MAINTENANCE 52 155 am

$425,000

MANHATTAN
o,

269 West 72nd

360 amonth;
nth thraugh

MAINTENANCE

ST. GEORGE CO-0P

$279,000

50 R n MAINTENANCE &2




4 RE N THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

RENTERS

She Wanted a Roommate, but Not Any Booze

cohol prices and an influx of nonalcoholic
craft cocktails and beers. Sixty-three per-
centof Americans 12 and reported that
they drank akohol in the accord-
ing to data from a 2022 study from the Na-
tianal Institute on Aleohol Abuse and Alco-
holism
In New York, ane only has tolook at the
influx of nonalcoholic bars (o see that sober
course., living isn't merely a Janua esolution but
_ afull-year commitment. Still, finding a so-
Location Jersey City, N.J. ber roommate in a city of drinkers proved
difficult. In addition to online housing
groups, Ms. Cohen said she struck out
among people in her network of sober
friends. There were roommates who com-
mitted to a sublease agreement only to
move in elsewhere with a partner. And even
when she did find interested candidates
who didn't drink, her cat aller; opped

By VICTORIA M. WALKER

When Shelby Cohen posted advertisements
an Facebook for a new roommate in her
Brooklyn apartment, she noted the most
important ds She listed the bedroom's
dimensions, mentioned that there was just
one bathroom, and noted nearby subway
stations. But there was an importantcaveat
for any potential roommate — no alcohol
was allowed in the apartment

“1 did put it on my lease as pm t of the
like, ‘Ifanyone
Ms. Co-

Name She

Occ upatim ru s.

|
roommate agreement: 1w
drinks, the agreement's forfeited
hen, 3 ,snid‘ though she noted that the ad-

Rent £2 675

dendum most likely wasn't enforceable,

Home is a sacred place for Ms. Cohen,
who has been sober for three years. And
whom she chose to bring into that space
mattered. Concerns — a roommate stum
bling home from a bar late at night or of
Cohen opening the fridge to find a case of
beer — were at the forelront of her mind
during her search.

The responses she received, Ms, Cohen
said, ranged from the wittytothe downright
cruel. On Facebook housing groups like
Gypsy Housing, originally formed to help
artists find apartments or rooms, Ms. Co-
hen m\'\g'\ted a land mine around prefer-
want to come home to, like, a safe
he said, Hp'rvetl|.illlee\cmrfo\t-
n. I don't want to have to open the
fridge and see alcohol and have someone
smoking weed inthe apartment.”

Indeed, preferences around roommate
lifestyles aren't anew phenomenon. There
are vegans and vegetarians who prefer to
live with roommates who don'tcookmeat at
hame —or even eat meat away from home.
Roommates can also align on similarities
such as religious backgrounds or political
ideologies, and some people prefer not to
room with someone of the opposite gender.
(“|l\|eIlIS|H(‘E.'|||0I landlords and real es-
tate companies to discriminate based on
race, sex, or religion, the Fair Housing Act
doesn't apply toshared housing situations.)

Still, no preference garners quite the
same response as someone logking for a
roommate who doesn't drink. For Ms. Co-
hen, the barbs from strangers anline stung
— and these were people who didn't even
want to live inher §3,623 two-bedroom, one-
bathroom apartment in East Williar urg.

“Peaple thought they wert funny with
these ridiculous jokes, li B
need a drink |fthe rent is that mucl
said.

But sober and sober-curious living
the rise, parfly from an overreliance on
booze during Covid-19 lockdowns, rising al-

On asocial life 14

doesn't spend too much ti

even the most well-matched potential
roommates,

Eventually, the difficulty of finding a
roommate who abstained from drinking,
plus the allure of finally living alone, wastoo
hard to resist. That meant moving to Jersey

her parents cover
5 ;he mulls a carcer

It and
" she said. “There's al-
ways the worry: What if the other person
wants to start drinking again? What do you
doin that situation?”

‘With the space all to herself, Ms. Cohen
has taken to decorating her apartment.
Floar-to-ceilng windows give her un-
obstructed views of the hills of New Jersey,
an in-unit washer and dryer helps doing
laundrywith a bad back, and platesgifted to
her by her grandmother have made alarge
bulldmg feel more hor

In her apartment, she Enne ith a cozy,
midcentury modern approach. Much of the
furniture has followed her from her Brook-
lyn apartment, from her “piece of junk” TV
d from Wayfair toa green velvetcouch.
Trying to strike a balance between keeping
a homey aesthetic with the dazzle of a new-
construction apartment has been a chal-
lenging, fun project

Thau gh she's enjoying a respite from the
cityin New Jersey, Ms. Cohen stillconsiders
her life to be in Brooklyn. Her friends and
community in Brooklyn are just a Path train
and M.T.A. ride away for coffee dates, non-
alcohalic dates and concerts

“Coming home and having this beautiful
safe space where after being out with
YORK friends, it's just relaxing,” Ms. Cohen said.
“It lwne tly feels like heaven”

st

tary? Shelby Coben now ealls Jersey City, N.1, home, though she still maintains an active social e in
Brooklyn. Large, floor-to-ceiling windows were a selling point for Ms. Cohen.

The Hunt
A French Expat Living in Dubal Decides to Invest in a Long-Term Home

What could she find for under
$1 million in what her broker
called a seller’s market?

affic cultural hub. Floor-toceiling
and a balcony off the living room
oftered views of the 160-story Burj Khalifa
skyscraper and its artificial lake. The build-
ing had a gym, a conference room and two
1 Il‘zIIlE pﬂil" among other amenities

By WEOMA NDUKWE

When Clementine Martini arrived in Dubai The price w2 . j’E‘hel budget at 4 25mil-
sixyears ago for anew job, she was elated to liom dirhams {S115 million}
find that the United Arab Emirates' biggest

2. ONE-BEDROOM IN FINANCIAL DISTRICT

This one-bedroom, two-bath unit was in the
65-story Burj Daman tower, in Dubai's
bustling International Financial Center. It
had about 1,300 square feet, with glass walls
throughout, a built-in wardrobe and along
balcony that offered stunning views. The
development, which included a five-star
Waldorf Astoria hotel had two pools, a gym
and a squash court. The price was 2.5 mil-
lion dirthams (S680,000), comfortably
within Ms. Martini's budget, and she
thought it would be a sound investment giv-
en itz location in the “Wall Street of Dubai”

citywas more than a manufactured metrop-
alis of glass and steel towers,

Instead, she said, she found a safe, vi-
brant and cosmopaolitan social scene, and a
natural wonder. “Contrary to what maost
people think, nature is everywhere" said
Ms. Martini, 44. “Dubaiis the perfect combi-
nation of livingin a global business hubwith
access to the beach and desert.”

Bom and raised near the French seaside
city of Marseille, she worked in public rela-
tions in Belgium for a decade, then relo-
cated to Qatar for a few years. She landed in
Dubaiin 2018 as asenior manager for glabal
campaigns at the Dubai tourism board, and
lived inrent s the city grew around her.

Last year, she considered investing in
property in France or Belgium, but with
housing pric d inflation rates surging
across Europe, the returns wouldn't make it

3. TWO-BEDROOM IN DOWNTOWN DUBAI

This carner two-bedroom, three-bath unit
wasin the 18-story DT1 tower indowntown
Dubai. It was about 1,500 square feet, with

4 i r ] N . B N an apen kitchen and nd, two en suite
Seligith A e s e, Pl e You know when you walk into a place and you have Bt i Moy rme g i i
experiencing its own boom, fueled by a a vibe" YOU know when rou knOW’ ringing the downtown area. The complex
wave of foreign buyers: Home prices rose ' b ’ offered a public art gallery, a private park-

19 percent from September 2022 to Septem ing ace, a gym and two p-wl‘ The price
ber 2023, according to a market repart by wa {25 million dithams (5832,000).
the real estate consultancy Knight Frank. The Options
With her own rent of about 15,000 HER CHOICE
dirhams [_S-_l,DCIU) amonth set to increase, o This 1,700-square-foot A one-bedroom inthe o A 1,500-square-foot Although the Opera District was a premium
Ms. Martini grew more comfartable with Opera District unit had two “Wall Street of Dubai”was two-bedroom downtown location, Ms, Martini was concerned by the
the idea of investing her money in the Gull bedrooms, three bathrooms, 1,300 square feet, with two had three bathrooms, an open amount of traffic in the area. =
“The price per square meter is actually floor-to-ceiling windows and a bhathrooms, glass walls and a kitchen and a balcony. The She liked the idea of living in Dubai's fi-
halfof the price of Paris real estate, in addi- balcony. There were two pools, balcony with stunning views. complex had two pools. nancial hub and boked inta converting the

tion to access to amenities such as parking,
agym and swimming pool,” she said.

Vith a budget of around 3 million United
Arab Emirates dirhams ($815,000), prefer-
ably for a two-bedroom apartment in one of
Dubai's higher-end condo towers, Ms. Mar-
tini sought the help of Clement Audon, a
broker at BlackDal Real Estate.

Mr. Audon called Dubai aseller's market:
“Now rent is high, tenants are buying
rather than renting.” He said 75 percent of
home purchases there are cash deals, but
recently he seen more buyers take out
|l|1 standard 20 percent down
Ms. Martini's plan.

one-bedroom unit into two bedrooms. But
the space simply wasn't large enough.

Anyway, she fell in love with the a
ment in downtown Dubai as
saw it. Bevond fitting her criteria
and layout, it was flooded with light, and the
high-quality fittings and finishingsfelt likea
gift. “Youknow when you walk into a place
and you have a vibe? You know when you
kmow," she said with a smile

Thoughit w. bit above her initial budg-
et, she quickly made an offer at the asking
price, which was accepted. She put 20 per-
cent down and paid about 6 percent in fee:

“1 see myself ng in Dubai for the nea

Among her optior

1. TWO-BEDROOM IN ARTS DISTRICT

This bright, 1 700-square-foot two-bedroom,
three-bath apartment was in the T1-stor
Opera Grand building in the Opera District,

EMALL thehunti@nytimescom
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Absolute Perfection

535 1st. SBR. 3.5 Bath.

$18M, Web #22926049,

David Feldman 917-449-4260

Richard Orenstein 212-381-4248

Sophisticated, Elegant, and Exceptienal in

Every Facet

378 Broakside Rel. Darien, CT. 6BR. 6,3 Bath
5.5M. Web #24010185.

Pamela Stutz 203-554-2132

Qutdoor Oasis With Postcard Views
425 West 50th, 2BR. 2.5 Bath,

S4.7M. Web # 22957750,

MNada Rizk 646-226-8115

Joanne Greene 917-715-6880

Timeless Elegance

905 West End Ave, 48R, 3 Bath
$3.275M, Web #22941580.
Roberta Moser 917-549-4862

Perched Perfactly en the 19th Floor
211 Central Park W, 4BR. 4 Bath.
$12.95M, Web #22963872.

Lisa K. Lippman 212-588-5606
Peter Ocean 646-627-5227

Expansive Luxury Loft
39 Lispenard St. 5BR. § Bath.
ST15M. Web #22165086,

John R. Edwards 917-334-3232

Architectural Beauty

145 Nassou St 28R. 2.5 Bath.
$2.795M. Web #22923557,

Richard N, Rathbloom 917-613-1610

Three Badroom Condominium Delight
340 Eost 4th. 3BR. 3 Bath
S2EF5M. Web #22578402,

Susan Silverman $17-843-4634

. Perfect Fifth Avenue Elegant Residence

200 Fifth Ave. 3BR. 35 Bath,
S$2.499M. Web #22920782,
Kimberly T. Hastie 212-381-2240
Debra Hoffman 212-381-2397

The Ultimate Park Avenue Turn-Key
111 Park Ave. 4BR. 3.5 Bath
Co-

1. $11.475M. Web #23019978.
Burt F. Savitsky $17-561-0925
Jessica L Sovitsky 917-767-2648

. Welcome to Centrol Park West

1Central Park W. 4BR. 4.5 Bath.
57.945M. Web #23025493
Douglas 5. Russell 917-687-6999

2BR Duplex with Private Terrace
45 West 54th 2BR. 25 Bath
51.295M. Web #22934349.

Steve Orselet $17-601-7008

Duplex Living at its Best

247 West N15th. 2BR. 2 Bath.

S12490. Web #22881814.

‘Whitney Osentoski 917-804-0134
Michael Kelley-Brodford 347-781-8675

Renovated Twa Bedroom an Park Avenus
785 Park Awe. 28R 25 Bath.

S2395M. Web #22921613

Maotthew D. Hughes 212-906-9351

John Burger 212-908-9274

Striking Mewly Canstrueted Family
Compound

4290 SW 130 Terroce, Pinecrest Florida.
7BR. 8.5 Bath. 57.248M. Weh #11552567.
Josie Wang 305-666-9759

Stunning 10,000 sf. Ceuntry Estete with
Poal

1227 Ponus Ridge Rd, Mew Canaan, CT.
FBR. 8.2 Bath, 57.1M, Web #24012391.
Mary Higgins 203-247-1625

Brown
Harris
tevens

e o9
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Exclusive

Will the Third Time Be a Charm? Adam Neumann Lists His Triplex Penthouse Again.

WeWork's co-founder is selling
his four-bedroom overlooking
Gramercy Park for $25 million.

By ANDY NEWMAN

Adam Neumann has been doing some
downsizing.

For several vears, the maverick co-
founder of what was once the most valuable
American start-up, WeWark, has been off-
loading luxury estates almost as prodi-
giously as he once stockpiled them.

Gone is the 12, 000-square-foot manse on
27 Marin County acres with the guitar-
shaped living room and three-story water
slide. Gone i the Greenwich Village town-
house. Gone, too, are at least one of the
chateaus in Westchester County and at
least one of the Hamptons getaways, Mr.
MNeumann owned the properties with his
wife, Rebekah Paltrow Neumann.

His wallet has shed some bulk as well
His Forhes net worth, adjusted for inflation,
is down 54 percent since 2019 — despite Mr.
Neumann's receipt of a severance package
worth hundreds of millions after he left We-
‘Work, the co-working company heledto the
brink of collapse. (He is still however,
waorth a respectable $2.3 billion, up from
814 billion in2022)

Late last month, he dropped a bid to re-
acquire WeWark, which had filed for bank-
ruptcy reorganization last fall and whose
stock price has tumbled more than 99.999
percent from its 2021 peak.

And now, for at least the third time, the
Neumanns have listed their marquee New
York City dwelling, a 6,630-square-foot,
three-story-plus-rooftop perch atop a
fortresslike apartment building that peers
down at Gramercy Park. The asking priceis
§24,985,000,

The four-bedroom penthouse, on the fifth,
sixth and seventh floors of 78 Irving Place,
is a testament to Mr. Neumann's wealth.

“We're looking at essentially just a town-
house in the sky" said Eleonora Srugo, one
of the Douglas Elliman brokers handling
the listing.

Her colleague Jordyn Taylor Braff said,
"It's very Parisian-inspired, filled with a ton
of quiet luxury, but then there are pops of a
little bit more over-the-top magic."

Ah, the pops.

The nautilus-cious spiral staircase. The

30,000-watt starlight installation depicting
the Milky Way, suspended above acustom
bed so many light-years across that Ms.
Brall abandoned the traditional mattress
size hierarchy and decreed it “ginormous.”

The riotously pink kid's bathroom. The
other kid's bathroom designed to resemble
the Beatles' Yellow Submarine, complete
with parthole windows.

The playroom walls covered with em-

The home features a
30,000.watt installation
depicting the Milky Way.

Adam Neumann, far left,
bought the Gramer ey Park
aerie for $273 million. Its
features include, clockwise
from left, John Rosselli
ehandeliers in the living room,
silver fixtures inthe kitchen,
and a constellation of lights in
the master bedroom.

bossed patterns of leaves and vines.

Most of the metal fixtures — faucets,
doorknobsand the like — are made of silver.
“There's like marble wainscoting in the
shower," Ms. Braff noted

The architectural redesign is by Pietro
Cicognani. The interior is by Windsor
Smith. The chandeliers are by John Rosselli
and Associates. If you have to ask who any
of these people are, you probably can't af-
ford it

The 955-square-foot roof terrace, which
already has a barbecue zone, has hookups
for water and electricity so that the buyer
can “create their little wonderland on a
roof," Ms. Braff said. Or go the other way
and “make it this jungle oasis," she added,
expanding upon the existing boxwood
plantings by Audrey in the Garden. Or
both!

The penthouse may be a bit of a bargain.
Adjusted for inflation, the price is 40 per-
cent below the 527.5 million the Neumanns
paid for the space in 2017 before doing ex-
tensive renovations. It has been listed in
combination with either a duplex on the
first floor or a carriage house next door for
as much as $37.5 million. But according to
Douglas Elliman, this is the first time the
penthouse has been marketed separately.
The taxes on it are $163 400 per year.

Mr. Neumann, 45, said through Douglas
Elliman that he seeks topart ways with the
penthouse because his family has not lived
in it since 2019

If the penthouse finally sells, it will not
leave the Neumanns and their six children
homeless. They appear to be hangingon to
Linden Farm, their 60-acre estate with a
waterfall and a horse-riding ring in Pound
Ridge, NY.

And sometime after 2021, The New York
Paost reparted, the Neumanns moved into a
“palatial new home" in “an exclusive pri-
wate neighborhood in Miami” along 360 feet
ofwaterfront with multiple marina slips, on
property for which they had paid $44 mil-
lion,

Mr. Neumann has further plans torebuild
his wealth, too. In 2022, he founded a real
estate company called Flow. Its mission is
to build rental developments that foster a
feeling of ownership and community.

"FHOTOGRAPHS BT RISE VISUAL MEDEA

New Haven, Conn.

WHAT YOU GET
$700,000

4 50 THE B SINTERRATICN AL

Lambertville, N.J.

Atlanta

WHAT A three bedroam, two-and-
&-half-hathroom condominium in a
comverted 1872 church

HOW MUCH 5675.000

SIZE 1,780 square feet

PRICE PER SOUARE FOOT 5370
SETTING This property is & frve-
minute walk from a stretch of
Woaster Street with several of the
city's most popular pizzerias. Y:
University Art Gallery, the school’s
library and Yale New Haven Hospi-
tal are all less than 10 minutes
away by car. Driving to Union
Station tal about five minutes.
From there, Amtrak trains travel to
Penn Station in Manhattan in less
than two hours.

INDOORS The apartment's frant
door opens into a foyer with &

ANGELA SERRATORE

staircase that leads up tothe main
level, Two bedrooms are on the
entry level. At the top of the stairs
is a living room with high ceilings,
afiraplace and glass doors that
apen to a private deck. Adjoining
this space is a dining area open to
akitchen. Up anather flight of
stairs is a large primary suite with
original woodwork.

OUTDOOR SPACE The dack off the
fving room is partially shaded by a
wafaverhang and has enough
space to hold a table and chairs,
TAXES $13,806 (estimated) and 2
$1,000 monthly hameowmers
association fee

CONTACT Jack Hill, Seabury Hill
Realtors, 203-675-3042;
seaburyhillidcbroker.com

WHAT An 1872 semidetached
house with three bedrooms and
ane and a half bathrooms, on =
tiny kot

HOW MUCH $672,000

SIZE 1,460 square feat

PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT 5462
SETTING This house s less than
hatf a mile from Bridge Street, the
citys main drag, putting it within
walking distance of shopping
diring and antiquing. Philadelphia
is.an hour away. New York City is a
90-minute dri

INDOORS The frant doar opens into
2 vingroom with hardwood
floars, a decorative fireplace
mantel and a staircase to the
upperlevels. The hardwood floors
continue past the staircase into 2

dining room vith a built-in china
cahinet. The kitchen has wood
cahinetry and stainless steel
appliances, One bedroom with a
decorative fireplace is on the
second floor, and two more bed-
rooms are on the third floor, The
primary bedroom has a decorative
fireplace and a wall of buitt-in
storage.

OUTDOOR SPACE The natio off the
Kitchen is surrounded by land-
scaping, including raised planting
baxes and a mature magnolia
tree.

TAXES $10,351 (estimated)
CONTACT Louis R. Tabaz and

Beth M. Steffaneli, Callavay
Henderson Sotheby's Intemational
Realty, 608-751-1247:
sothatysrealtycom

WHAT A 1938 bungalow with three
bedrooms and two bathroams, on
0.3 of anacre

HOW MUCH $663,900

SIZE 1,645 square feet
PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT 5207
SETTING This house is less than
half a mile fram a shopping center
with & Kroger grocery store, a pet
supply store and a Target. Down-
town is about 10 minutes away by
car or half an hour by public tran-
sit. Hertsfiel-Jacksan Atlanta
Intem ational Airport s within a
half-hour drive.

INDOORS The front doar opens inta
a living room with hardwoord

fioors, large windows and adeco-
rative brick fireplace painted
black. The hardwood floars contin-

ue through a wide doorway into a
windowed dining room open to an
updated kitchen. The primary
suite is &t the back of thehouse,
offthe kitchen. The bedroom is
big enough to hold a king-size bed.
The other two bedraams are off 2
short hall extending from the
dining area. The bedroom at the
front of the house is set up as.a
home office and den; the one at
the back has a walk-in closet.
OUTDOOR SPACE The wood deck
off the kitchen has room for a
dining table and a grill Itsteps
down to the backyard, which hasa
storage shed in one comer.

TAXES §11,297 (estimated)
CONTACT Alan Corey, eXp Realty;
646-554-3320; expreaity.com
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A Hamptons village's stance
against a members-only club is
a last-gasp effort to quell noise.

By JACOB BERNSTEIN and ANNA KODE
Whether it's complaints about air traffic
the East Hampton airport, teenagers par
ing on the beach or the arrival of Uber and
Lyft drivers, the controver that domi-
nate the nev cleon the East End or].'mu
Island are usually about one thing:
nd who, in a place where residen|
= il

, media firewor]
ping Z"‘I'J Bond, the m
\Jubm ].oww Manhattan that

pton Village
e thene plus
pots — the place

e 5ix wrote about because it was where
i rdashian and P"lo Davidson had
\e-

hosted his after-party for the In ;m{l
where Eric Adams made hin -:'If at home
during his 2021 mayoral campaign.

Birkin bag, Zero
md pealis | inpart)tohow
difficult it is to gain access. As its founder,
Scott Sartiano, ha d, “You can't buy
cool."

Although having money helps: After sub-
mittin, application, a suggested letter of

ndation from a current member

se with
mulnl 18
0 anetime fee and $2,730 annuall
€ over 45, a 55,000 initiation fee and

a[o c\ul' in a centuries-okd DluHmE know i
Hl" Hedges Inn, currently a |
t

| EVEN LOW no[rm'\\‘
ation of whether an
ent \m= been signed
tianodeclined IUMETUS reques
nt. So did John Cu
of the Hedges Inn,
tatement say

awner

an important and sensi-
ervone involved” and ex-
idence that “the next 40+
jconic inn willbe as bright asits

8

2
Wherever things stand with the lea:
neighbors aren't pleased. On May 1
e latest salva, the East Hampton Vil-
lage mayor, Jerry Larsen, and the board of
trustees passed alaw requirin grestaurants

in the historic di ut\)do
customers outby 11 p.m., w
damper on Zero B:lnd:

nhad hoped toestab
ing time but encountered 1

Inmpn‘ ‘In=-
stance from

restaurants in the area)
Bn\km March, when ano began
Ius cany r.ptnd lo win over the

to have
or, call

is quietude,
Ponple come out for peace and quiet, and
the ironic thing is that to get it you have to
make a lot of noise. So that's what we've
done.”

But the di
bel levels;

hout maore than deci-
about One argu-

ute i

Top, the crowdat the Surf
Lodge in Montauk in2008 and,
above, Jimmy Buffett tending
bar during a Coldplay
performance at the Stephen
Talkhouse in Amagansett in
2016, The Hamptonslong ago
shed its reputationas a quiet
geta but the party scene
today is a shadow of whatit
was. Scott Sartiano, the
founder of Zero Bond, is said
to be negotiating alease onthe
Hedges Innin East Hampton
Village, above right, for his
club's new outpost

‘Those places have
become Pier 1s
or dog parks.”

ment repeatedly made for keeping Zero
Bond out of East Hampton has do with the
club'sinsistence thatitbe welcomed by
pleit might not welcome in refurn a
bers. And the Hamptons is a particularly
difficult place ta make that pitch

ATricky Spot
Almost anyone who go
can tell you that it long
tion as the quiet getaw
san Pollock hid out and
way through e

The Stephen
has hosted shows by Jon Bon Jovi an
Jimmy Buffett. The lines tothe bathroomat
the Surf Lodge in Montauk are notable
enough to have inspired their own New
York Times article. And that didn't stop
Malia Obama from celebratingher birthe
on the outd oor deck.

So it made sense
try to open in the

o the Hamptons

that Zero Bond would
Hamptons, said Corey
DJIzun the author of “The End of the
ptons” and a professor of sociology at
SLol\eI\uH College, in Ea

“The Hampton: olic of the
est and most fan exactly the
kind of cultural capital that Zero Bond

I Ty new generation of
look to put their i
are conquering

Still, Mr. Sartiano picked a tricky spot for
his clubhouse

rich and famous
tur an the land they

rima

id Kath-
ector of
of East

leen Cunnin gham, th
the Village
Hampton. “There'
property, and that'
because it canbe. Thecar

therefore what is
should be permitted is different.”
Beyond that, while the Hamptons |: na
longet exactly guiet, [h" part a
shadow of what it
when Li Grubma
her black Mercede:
Southampton nightelub c'.mbd the
science Point Inn, mjulma]h|rnp\c
“Theera of major nightclubs is
Nick Kraus, a partmer atthe Talk] Imusc.
tling off a list of clubs, now s , that
were known for their popularity with the
ic s ry set and detested for the in-
“Inmlmlm{ those patrons to pitch their plas-
tic cups onto the street
ve become Pier rdog
,adding, “The towns baught
men‘ because they were nuisances and
then transformed them.”
Among the residents disturbed by the
prospect of having Zero Bond neighbor

aul ide a

Con-

Kenneth Lipper, a former New York Cit;
deputy r under Ed Koch who became
titan of finance, ser ving as a partner at
Lehman Brothers and Salomon Brother
fore opening Lipper & Co., which m
gents for high-neét-worth
(He wrote the novel "
" based an the 1987 movie by Olive

reet afew
Inn, has

M. Lipper, wholives on asid
hundred feet from the Hedg
show at vill d m

po P
tiano, including the meeting last month
where the 1l pm. closing time was estab-
lished

While Mr. Lipper said he had never e
actly been close toMr. mz.llling be-
tween them were alw g
knew Mr. Cu
a hillianaire ir m'fem bani
onthe block and dies
e, he r

Idling Cars
M Larsen, the
as being principa ibout noise.

“Even the slightest thing of car
the parking lot \1c<t ta. ‘on‘ﬂbod {
|>eople talkir

s framed the issue

metin hey
'on‘_oou[\'auehme and they're louder than
lll'"\'\\oll\d normally be— \Jlonlnlu going

3 been decidedly
has raised parking
duced a planto privatize am-
ured funding from

P s a store on Main
t, to pay for the lighting of the Christ-
tree in the center of town — where
Santa Claus arrived for the 2022 lighting
ceremon; police helicopter.

But the possibility of a nightclub opening
in a primarily residential part of the village
pased an abvious problem for him, said
wvid Rattray, the editor af'lhe}:.\_l}-[mrplon
Star, the town's main newspaper

I
or, Mt Rattra
e job that pays Mr.

Being the villa
pointed out, is a si

hot," said Mr.
based acr
“His trucl

reet from the H<"12c
there daily"
Indeed, it v
Pratec signs
NUMEroLs

d to find triangular
|3|m|l||lg from the lawns of
homes nearb;

behind Mr. Llp—
I id more on Huntting Lane, Middle
}.mm. Egypt Lane and West Dune Lane.
When asked about ble conflict of
r mare or less shrugged
befare the board of
(I‘ and he w d- domz b

that could
hinging on alease and a liquor licel

Liquar licenses granted h"[hﬂ\n\\'mﬂ.
State Liquor Author)
sell aloohal until 4 a
able to further re:
their own legislation. An.J [|l

ITHET, .1II

immer, at
utoftime to get
Baladran,

r noted that the State
| consult the village be-
Sartiano a license to serve

fore giving Mr.
alcohal
It continues to puzzle them, though, why

Mr. O

ning has been so intent on doing
with Zero Bond. *1 let the awner
ant ln sell the place, [

“'And none of them \mu\d 'Io something the
village would hate to
He di
Mr. Sartiana won't give u
E:

"]|l Ie.wd.
defectivein

notevena

terms of what he wants to do
good business decision”

e recalled Mr Sartiana's
hate to lo:

nse: "1
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HEADWAY

Little Boxes Cou
A Housing Solution

Modular home construction was seen as a potential cure

10

for a U.S. shortage 50 vears ago. In Sweden, theyre making it work.

By FRANCESCA MARI
Photographs by AMIR HAMJA

1t drives Tvan Rupnik up the wall that build-
ing a house, even the most basic house, is
such a ridiculous time suck. As an architect,
he sees the solution to America's affordable
housing shortage in simple terms: Build
more houses. Start today. But the way
homes are built in the United States makes
speed impossible,

Some years ago, Rupnik's Croatian
grandmother, an architect herself, pointed
him to an intriguing answer to this conun-
drum: modular housing, specifically the
large-scale, prefabricated projects built in
Europe in the 19505 and '60s. Rupnik was
awed. Sure, prefab complexes, and espe-
cially Soviet bloc housing, could be ugly and
too homogenous — partly why maodular
housing remains so stigmatized in the
United States — but the process created
millions of housing units in a flash.

Hooked, Rupnik started researching
modular housing for his doctoral disserta-
tion. In the basement archives of the Har-
vard Graduate School of Design, he stum-
bled upon an old journal article that dis-
cussed government-sponsored, large-scale
affordable initiatives in the places he had
expected. But one reference took him by
surprise: an industrialized housing initia-
tive called Operation Breakthrough that
built nearly 3000 units between 1971 and
1873 — in the United States. How had he
never heard about it?

It turned out few people had. Unable to
find much more infor mation, Ru pnik turned
to the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, which created the program.
In 1969 when Operation Breakthrough was
announced, HUD was less than four years
old and affordable housing was still a bipar-
tisan issue. The plan's visionary, HUD Sec-
retary George Romney, a former Republi-
can governar and Nixon appointee (and,
yes, Mitt's father), made an Economics 101
argument for this big government pro-
gram: If you quickly increase the supply of
housing, you drive down the price for all.

“This can do more o stimulate economic
growth and employment in the balance of
this century than anything else we can do,"

AU.S, government plan to build
millions of homes started in the 1970s.
Congress deemed it too expensive.

he wrote in the program's announcement
Romney said the country needed to build 26
million houses in 10 years, almost three
times as many as had been built inthe pre-
vious 10. Indus trializing construction, he ar-
gued — making all or parts of houses on an
assembly line in a factory — was the only
way to doit

This is not the way most houses are built
in the United States. While nearly ewv:
otherindustry has become more productive
since 1968, productivity in home building —
the amount of work done by one worker in
‘one hour, essentially —has declined by half,
The country is barely building enough to
maintain the status quo, which is some four
million units short of need, according to
Freddie Mac. In the coming years, with pop-
ulation growth, climate change and the nat-
ural deterioration of housing stock, we'll
only need more.

Housing shortages were already a prob-
lem in 1969, Romney understood that com-
panies wouldn't invest in the machinery
and overhead needed to industrialize be-
cause varied local building and zoning
codes made itimpossible to scale up. Opera-
tion Breakthrough proposed using the vast
purchasing power of the federal govern-
ment to guarantee a large market. It also
promised to study and chronicle the regula-
tary barriers to industrialization, so that it
could change them.

Operation Breakthrough selected nine
sites around the country. Among its factory-
built experiments were housing for older
adults in Kalamazoo, Mich,, and owner-oc-
cupied co-ops on a lake in Macon, Ga The
program created public housing in Mem-
phis and 58 modern (some would say Bru-
talist) townhouses indowntown Seattle for
renters with housing vouchers. Butin 1976,
Congress decided that the program was too
costly and that HUD shouldn't be doing
demaonstration projects. Less than a decade
after it was announced, Operation Break-
through was dead.

But as Rupnik pored over the record, he
was struck by what the program had ac-
complished. It had led to a national code
that regulated the previously lawless

before pul ion. The
al control of the Head-

trailer-home sector. (Trailer homes are cat-
egorized as personal property, not real es-
tate, and they move across state lines, mak-
ing them subject to interstate trade laws
andthusfederal regulation.) This made mo-
bile homes safer and expanded their pro-
duction, balstering a form of affordable
housing that now accounts for 10 percent of

From top: a door frame being installed at the Lindbiicks modular construction
factory in Sweden; a roof being insulated; and a roof section being painted
vertieally. Having multiple simultaneous assembly lines cuts down on delays.
At Lindbiicks, one unit of volumetric housing is ereated every half an hour.

le-family homes. To Rupnik, the experi-
ment demonstrated something powerful:
‘When a uniform national building code was
implemented, indus try would respond. The
barriers to building housing fast, in other
words, weren't technological, but institu-
tional.

‘While Operation Breakthrough made lit-
tle impact in the United States, it radically
influenced other countries, Japan sent a
delegation to tour the Operation Break-
through construction sites and to study its
reparts: Nearly all construction in Japan
now is industrialized, and 15 percent of
homes are prefabricated in steel. In Swe-
den, 45 percent of construction is industri-
alized. Builders there erect tall structures
with wood, the preferred housing material
inthe United States, and the one that's most
climate-friendly.

After he got his doctorate, Rupnik be-
came an associate professor at Northeast-
ern University in Boston and co-founded a
firm called MOD X that focuses on advanc-
ing industrialized construction. He couldn't
shake the absurdity that in the United
States, where Operation Breakthrough was
tested, industrialized housing makes up
justa 3 percent market share. SoMOD X got
the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment to let it re-evaluate Operation
Breakthrough with the goal of figuring out
how to produce efficient industrialized
housing in the United States.

InJune 2023, Ijoined one of the firm's re-
search trips. Instead of revisiting Operation
Breakthrough by crunching hypothetical
numbers, the team was visiting altermnate
universes. What would housing in the
United States belike if Congress hadn'tcan-
celed its premiere modular pilot? We flew to
Sweden to find out.

How to Build a House Like a Volvo

The premise of Operation Breakthrough
was essentially: What if we could build
houses in the same way the automotive in-
dustry produces cars? Lindbiicks, a family-
owned construction company in Sweden,
just shy of the Arctic Circle, took that ques-
tion literally. Befare opening a housing fac-
tary in 2017, its management visited the fac-
tories of Toyota and Volvo as well as nearby
pulp and paper plants, borrowing ideas.

The Lindbicks factory now spans 10
acres, an aircraft hangar for the most earth-
bound of structures. On a foggy June day,
Stefan Lindback, the fourth-generation
chief executive of the company, gave a tour
to our delegation. We put on safety boots be-
fore being led onto a metal walkway over-
looking the wvast factory floor. Humans
moved around machines, like peaple on the
track of a music box.

Everything in the factory was oriented
around one main line — a slow-moving con-
weyor belt on which finished components
were assembled into fully formed modules.
The main line was the spine. More time-con-
suming subassemblies — shorter ines with
machines buiding floors, walls, ceilings
and so-called logistics, like countertops and
cabinets — fed into the spine like ribs. One
boxy unit was completed every 30 minutes.
The units could be connected to create
apartments of different sizes and floor

lans.

On one rib, an interior wall traveled onto
a rack where it stood vertical for painting.
This trick struck Mary Tingerthal, former
commissioner of Minnesota Housing and
now a special adviser to a modular com-
pany called RISE, as almost revolutionary.
The little industrialized construction that
happens in the United States tends to pro-
ceed down a single assembly line, Wet con-
struction, like painting and staining, gener-
ally happens within a closed box and slows
the progress. In this factory, she marveled,
“It's constantly out in the air!”

But the most remarkable difference be-
tween the United States and Sweden isreg-
ulatory. The two countries have codes in-
tended to make buildings, and the people
who live in them, safe. The United States
does this by prescribing exactly what ma-
terials must be used and how (a prescrip-
tive code) ; in Sweden, the government sets
goals and lets the builders come up with a
way toachieve them (a performance oode).

So, for instance, U.S. building codes dic-
tate the thickness of drywall that must be

for fire resistance, how many layers
are needed and how many nails are re-
quired to attach it. In Sweden, the code re-
guires that a wall must resist buming for
twohours, say, and lets engineers and man-
ufacturers figure out how to accomplish
that. Theregulator's job is to checkthe engi-
neer's wark,

The result of both is fire resistance and
structural safety, but in the United States,
each residential building needs to be
granted a permit. During construction,
work often halts far inspectors to make pe-
riodic visual inspections (forinstance, after
framing or plumbing). That contributesta a
stop-and-go pace that frustrates pretty
much everybody except lenders, who get
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Top, the kitchen space inside a unit of Lindbiicks housing at the factory. Above, the kitchen of a Lindbicks three-bedroom apartment, where Sumon Bhuyan and his family live in nor thern Sweden.

ber can be expensive, but wood homes
ultimately save time, have other cost savings
and are climate-friendly.
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ittle Boxes Could Hold a Solution

tem of standardized timber modules
il been designed far this project. The
main entrance opened onto a staircase that
eating for commun ity readings
ents. Above, a kinetic wooden chan-
delier opened and closed its wooden petals
to reflect whether the building and its solar
panels were adding or subtracting energy
from the gri

To Rupnik and others on the trip, the ad-

manufacturer is  actually  infamous:
Katerra, founded in 2015, was the
that everyone believed would ma
leap. It had oodl maoney — SoftBank in-
vested 524 billion— but it tried to doever
thing, everywhere, all at once. “They went
on & very rapid growth acquisi mml said
Todd Beyreuther, the forn
af mlvmho{l building mater ml

splur ﬂd ol\ state-of tI\e—mt f
ploded and filed [ol bank-

In spite of Katerra's failure, Rupnik
cited about other initiat
COUTHTY. A compa
Katerra's factor Calif,, and ha
completed more than 6,000 modules. In
Vallejo, Calif., the workers at Factory 08
have delwﬂlod Ilausma to clients including
Alphabet, G
Oakland develope
Public Housing Authority comm
RISE Modular to build 16 buildin

e city

What'smaost lik
industrialized housing in the United State
however, isn't excitement about modular
houses, but labor shortages. In
skilled labar shortage has alrea
one area of homebuilding: roof trusse:

Factory-built homes can address a
construction labor shortage, in part,
by opening the field to more women.

thai

pport
ely cutting an-

, and so the
ade i fac-

tructures are now m
tories

Wol\\m shortages are bound to get
worse. The median age of a construction
walkell according to the Bureau of La-
bear Ti Imonn] construction
means work|

|Meducl.ﬂ:lc<‘len‘ﬂluw and \ﬂquu |}I1‘
strength to climb and hoist m. nlmn
jobsite. In a facto hoseconstraints don't
necessarily upplu One data poml In the
United States, women make up less than 15
|:-e|\cnl of \on‘n uction workers; at Lind-

maore thnn 30 percent of the wor

The mnuolled environment 1 good
just for worke: o good for the prod-
uct. Rupnik recalled watching a stack of
timber siton ajobsitein Boston all winter It
snowed, the snow melted into sooty h,
and the lumber soaked in a dirty puddle for
weeks, compromising the construction
quality.

The Need for Speed
No one seems toknow exactly
the 3,000 units built by Ope
through still =tm|<| B

=8

ﬂms torn dowm without fanfare. ]n i

place will be a building with 250 apart-

ments, 58 of which will remain affordable.
On a recent Sunday, I dr oppo(l by. I ap-

proached ono resident i

she was les

at the

— water balloon
1 can think of "

She asked if I wanted a tour and led me
inside. Atoddler pressedher cheeks ag
awindow with a doughy le. As Hu
waved hello, two more smiling children ap-
peared at the gl to greet us

where she lives with her mother and two
ters. We took off our <I1u" baloleﬂnlel

center event. It took
delicious; she wouldn'tlet me
taken apieceof injera and soa
of it. She was cooking for a former neighbor
who had lived in a unit that had beenvazed.
The former neighbor was lonely since relo-
c.ilmz, tem |>o| arily, and her B nt Manor
y surprising her with a potluclk.
The unit was old, and there was a water
stain on the kitchen ceiling. The bedrooms
were small. But there were two full bath-
. 1 could naot tell that the home
factory-built. What I could tell was that it
was loved and well-cared-for by its oocu-
pants. And most important, Mohamed, who
worked at a nearby day care, could afford
the place on a housing voucher.

Whenever 1 talked to Rupni
more interested in the productivity part of
the industrialized housing equation than
the affordability part. This had confused
me. Butafter spendingtime in Sweden tal

edupaplate

, he was

From top: hoard installed on a modular unit at Lindbiicks; wood-framed units churned out by the factory; a modular a par tment building

innorthern Sweden. “It's not about the cheapest product,”

ing o |1‘o(|u|.n |1‘1|ml1<'m|o|> architecl
EOVELTIT t‘l'll eaders

inthe un.
ted lﬂ ){“3 the connection
€ permanent

and continuous enroliment at the
same school. It had been lulling to see the
beautiful Swedish modular housing, but
America is where [ saw the real potential of
ven imperfectly designed modular hous-
ing.

Speed is how industrialization achieves
affordability. Even when the labor and ma-

terial costs on‘.oclo
tion of many m
period of time has the ﬂ[le’ml \o\\elma the
market price of all units. That was Dpem-
tion Breakthr uuzh objective and MOD X's
main takeaw:

Rupnik is finishing his report for the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and preparing for the next phase of
MOD X's HUD research, which ||1\ol\m=
identifying and solving for the reg
barriers to off-site construction in
regions. He has been struck by how well the
thearies underpinning Operation Br
throughhave held up. It also frustrates him
Had attention been paid 50 years ago, hous-

lhﬂ introduc-
oIt

said Stefan Lindbiick, the chief executive. “W.

ant the cheapest solution.”

ing inthe United St Ell[ ook very dif-
ferent tod g s would bede-

signing mare L‘/’.mu[u\ [.\CIOI —Imllt hous-

Maybe, Rupnik
would not
building
what  builder
Lower-priced hou:
and so lower-incom

The anky

affordable housing
=0 hard to come by. House-
done now limits the range of
e willing to produce:
ng as profitable,
|>eo|)le suffer.

way to move forward, Rupnilk
beli to return to the ambition of Op-
ﬂmnon Breakthrough and unmleash the
powet of industrialization. As he told me:

We really have run out of alternativ
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HOW TO: REFINISH FURNITURE

Its Fasier Than You Think to Restore a Chair

Farleft, Jordan Slocum, left,
and Barry Bordelon are
specialists inrestoring
furniture. Middle left, liquid
paint stripper makesit easier to
remove old paint. Left, from
top, after letting the stripper
work for afew mimites, use a
metal tool to scrape it off: spray
on denatured alcohal after the
paint stripper; serubstubborn
areas with steel wool

Two Brooklyn-based designers
offer some tips for makingan
antique look as good as new.

By TIM McKEOUGH

Furnishing your home with antiques does-
n't have tobe expensive —not if you're will-
ing to do a little restoration work. Take it
from Jordan Slocum and Barry Bordelon,
better known as the Brownstone Boys.

“If you get a piece someone has already
spent a lot of time and effort restoring, it's
gaing to be expensive,” said Mr. Bardelon,
43. “But there are many pieces out there
that need a lot of love, and to be restored,
that youcan get for a lot less. We dothata

t."

The Brooklyn-based designers — whose
new hook, “For the Love of Renovating,” is
outthis manth —are always on thehunt: in
vintage shaps along Atlantic Avenue, in ar-
chitectural salvage vards, evenamongpiles
of trash on the sidewalk.

“We're fortunate to live in New York,
where stooping is a thing," Mr. Slocum, 41,
said

Recently, they rescued a wood side chair
with aruined seat andgloppy paint from the
curb. To restare it, they employed many of
thesame techniques they useon woodwork
in historic brownstones,

Use cheesecloth to apply wood
stain. For even coloration, Mr.
Slocum said, “you want to work
with the grain.”

Peel the Paint

Start by removing any uphalstery you don't
plantokeep, sovoucan workon the wooden
frame. Then use a heat gun on the old paint
and peel away as much as you can witha
metal paint scraper

“You heat the paint, and then you scrape,”
Mr. Bordelon said. (Just be careful not to
burn the chair.) Finish the job by sanding, gradually moving from a

“That's going to get mostof the paint off," «coarser to a finer grit of sandpaper.
he continued. “It's going to come off in
globs, but also leave some remnants.”

To dealwithany tenacious paint, use a lig-
uid paint stripper, like CitriStrip. Spread it
on generously with a painthrush — and be
patient.

“We'll let it sit for at least five to 10 min-
utes," Mr. Slocum said. "And then assess
how it's scraping off

Worlk stubborn areas with steel wool and
wipe them with arag.

Sand It
Now that most of the paint is gone, spray
the chair with denatured alcchol and scrub
with more steel wool to clean off any resi
due. Then sand the entire chair ta remove
any remaining flecks of paint and refresh
th ace of the wood.
do want to get down to the raw
wood," Mr. Slocum 3
Start with coarse sandpaper — mayhbe 80
grit — and work up to progressively finer
grades, ending with 400 grit. The Brown-
stone Boys sometimes use a power sander,
but to get into curves and crevices, Mr
Slocum said, it's often easier to work by
hand with ordinary sandpaper.
“Sometimes we tape it to a wood block if
wie need to get a little more force into the
furniture " he said.

Below, the final product. (If the
finish ooks uneven or you want
better protection, apphy
additional coats.)

al

Stain It To add a cane seat, soak the material in water before
With the bare wood exposed, add stainin a drivingit into the groove running around the chair. Add
color of your choice. The Browmstone Boys wood glue and a reed spline tolock the cane in place.
wiped Varathane Early American stain
onto their chair with cheesecloth.

For even coloration, Mr. Slocum said,
“you want to work with the grain."

After the stain dried, they sanded the
chair again to smooth out any raised grain.

Choose a Replacement Seat

An upholstered seat is always anice option,
but Mr. Slocum and Mr. Bordelon were feel-
ing ambitious. So when they noticed a
groove around the seat of the chair, they de-
cided to use pressed-cane webbing they
bought on Amazon instead of fabric.

To add cane to a seat, cut the material a
little larger than needed and soak itin water
for about 20 minutes.

“That will help us not only apply it, but
get rid of stiffness we don't want, Mr
Slocum said,

Usewood wedges or a screen-rolling tool
to drive the edges of the cane into the
groove and trim off the excess. To hold the
cane webbing in place, add wood glue and a
reed spline — a continuous strip of material
that fills the gap.

Finish It
To complete your restoration, add a clear
coat. The Brownstone Boys applied
Varathane matte polyurethane, It's best to
use a fresh paintbrush or rag, Mr. Slocum
said, to avoid brushstrokes

For their chair, one coat was enough. But
if the finish looks uneven or vou want better
protection, you can apply additional coats.

Then all you have to do is figure out
where to put your new piece of funiture.

“We're going to put it in our office” Mr
Slocum said

But the chair, he added, may eventually
end up in a home they help someone eke
renovate: “Then they can enjoy it for the
next hundred years"

Complete the jobwith clear polyurethane. To aveid
brushstrokes,it'sbest to use a fresh paintbrushor rag
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Learn a Backyards Story by Reading the Land

Slopes, soil, trees, stone walls
and animal routes offer clues
about the history of a property.

By MARGARET ROACH
d his wife were
lelphia, one real
estate agent after another claimed to have
theideal home for them and couldn't wait to
offer a virtual tour of its features: the reno-
vated kitchen, the ample closet space

But the li
that Dr. Charn
most needed
Google Earth.
fou want to see what ?" was the typical
responsewhen hesuggestedopening an ex-
tra browser tab so he could explore the
properties in an entirely different way be-
fore deciding which ones to see in person.

The decision, he knew, wouldn't hinge on
square footage or the number of bedrooms
and bathrooms, but an location, location, lo-
cation. To Dr. Charney, that meant a lot
mare than a street address

He had done pr clm‘nml
of the larges
and had identified thr
remuants that had
They looked like his sort of neighborhoods
— the kind most likely to appeal to the
greatest possible diversity of birds and
other wildlife

Were any of the hous

online scouting

“I wanted to see, in part, what animals
could survive there, and would be in our
3 he “Because w next Lo it in-
15 what is going to end up there
ily live in New Eng-
time between Orang,
v of

nservation |JIG|C!E"
at the University of Maine, and Western
Massachusetts, where they used to live full
time.

Dr. Chamn an advanced practitioner
of reading the land and the author of the
2023 book “These Trees Tell a Story: The
Art of Reading Landscapes.” He divin
for .'mou .1l/Jut a lands:

and unuel

question is 5
the park wi Iwcwc quK the dog ev:
He is a sleuth by nature, endowed with
the gift of deep curio: arguing in his writ-
ing and teaching for the need to heighten
our intimacy with the places in our lives —
ands: hcmmgus exactly how to do that,

Finding Our Place on the Map
Da you really know where yau liv

g even one
vou think you know, Dr. Charney '
start too small Whenever he explores —
whether it's on ahike, teaching acl
field or in that long-ago hor
begins by using maps to exy
spective bevond human constr
property lines and town boundari
“Get a satellite map and look down, and
e, and look around,” he said.

at's [I1e 1

would au gﬂ"

The Northern leopard frog, for instance,
breeds and overwinters in water, but a
meadow of longish grass is its preferred
summertime habitat. If that's not in vour
i ediate bac rd, are there places
by that could accommodate the a
phibian, whose numbers have been de-
creasing?

Satellite imagery from Google Earth can
reveal the relationship of a particular place
to forest remnants like those Dr. Chamey
w around Philadelphia, and topographic
ps can tip us off to a variety of features,
fron tion of the land to any bodies
of water in the vicinity.

D Charney uses the United States Geo-

y national map viewer. Many
their awn viewer

'.mﬂ Olll“l enviromn
few mpks include Yo
ronmental Resource \npp"\ laol Maine"
Beginning With Ha
MassMapper from
Getting a more intil

1ate sense of place

kind of soil as good or bad — a judgment of-
ten based on what we hope to grow — Dr.
Charney encourages us to ¢

alsorequires on-site checks, son
\'mus than clJlel s, IF your land

|IlE Rlop(w which face away

the phmr above the surface

er, south-facing slopes generally have drier
Higher areas on slopes have less soil

Thaos se are “two really different habitats

"ULL(JIE down 'md suddenl
and there's no soil — that's an erosional

road and around the bend

Another characteristic of slopes
can have wide variations in soil depth. But
rather than thinkingofa particular depth or

Clockwise from far left: Noah
Charney, 1 conservation
biokgist and an advanced
practitioner of the art of
reading landscapes: a wolf tree
with lower branches, which
suggests it grew in afield and
not close to ot her trees; Dr.
Charney's Massachusetts yard,
left, which contrasts withhis
neighbor’s traditional
lawrrheavy property : an old
stone wall, which suggests the
land was ence a pasture or
agricultural field: split-trunk
trees may suggest that an area
logged, as multistemmed

trees often sprout from stumps;

and the Northernleopard frog
breeds and overwinters in
water but prefers a meadow of
longish grass in the summer.

Beyond research for a
real estate deal, look for
a payoff in wonder.

zone.

Go ahead and put your shovel in the
ground. Pullit away from the side of the hole
and look: Do you see defined lavers, o
bands of various colo

“Has it been uII"d disturbed by people
ve those natural
shed

ter transports

thatonce occu |}|edlhol'mdv\ hmnDl Char-

ney's Massachusetts home now stands

10,000 years ago, his property was

cial lake, before the last ice age

receded. Soit's not surprising that there are
(I

" he said, fere theres lots of deej
"essentially former lake-bottom s
nd the garden grows really well”

He added: "And then if vouwalk alitde bit
up thehill, you' relake leveland it'sall
glacial till — rocl idic soil

On the topic af rocks: Are there human
artifacts like stone wa a sign that the
land was once a field for grazing or agricul-
ture? If the walls incorporate lots of little
rocks, Dr. Cham guess is that those
fields were tilled, for planting
ear, with the frost heaving, it
brought the rocks up to the surface, m(l S0
put them into those stone walls" he

g

the

s, he sus-

pects, probably r. 3
ture: “They weren't tilling the soil, sa they
just left all the little rocks in the field"”

Seeing Patterns in the Trees

Awalk inthe woods looks different thraugh
Dl Ehw\ﬂf:e\'{-« He observes the mixof
the older canopy to the
visualizing the past
gining what the forest will become
the force of succession contin-

He notes any indicator species, too, like
0 ttonwoods and silver maples

— allwetland indicators— or chestnut oaks
that favaor dry, acidic hilltop soi
lhele‘ jusl some general

nds out be-
ches, while
growing

cause it has a lot of lower br
thase surrounding it don't. Tr

light

“The wolf tree tells you that tree was
therewhen it wasa field” he said. “And then
whatever was maintaining the field —
sheep ar people or whateve
And then the forest grew up. It's telling
what it used to be like there: big and oper

Split-trumk ll"{‘= can be nllml histori-
cal tip-off, es|
hardwood species. TI1
area was logged, as
can Sprout from stumps,

“Those split trunkstellyouthatthere was
a forest there of single-trunk trees that got
cut down, and then they were allowed to re-
grow," Dr. Chamey

Iunl that thc

tistemmed trees

id

If in wonder can be su
and such research shouldn't be
solely for ate transactions.

It did make a difference, though, during
that Philadelphia nture. Dr. Chamey
stuck tohis instincts, and his family eventu-

antial,
rved

allyfound ahome next to ane of the areas he
had circled on the Google Earth maps.
And what great features that property
had — just the ones he hoped for.
t had screech owls and lots of different
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LIVING SMALL | JULIE LASKY

Taking a Progressive Approach to a Renovation

A Queens homeowner pays
almost nothing for energy,
and the air is always fresh.

IN ASTORIA, QUEENS, amid a row of small
brick houses built in 1943 with tile roofs and
the occasional gable, sits a home vastly dif-
ferent from its neighbars

The hints are in the bright blue louvers
shading the windows and the blue checker-
board patterns embedded in the brick. The
shades, as cheerful as geranium beds, move
to admit or block sunlight, while the
checkerboards mark places where embed-
ded devices regulate the temperature and
humidity of air passing through the walls.

Not long ago, environment-compramis-
ing air-conditioners stuck out of those
spots, but they arenolonger welcome here,
This is a certified passive house, a recently
retrofitted cuckoo inanestof traditional Art
Decoarchitecture. Inline with a flourishing
practice in home building and renovation, it
uses a variety of strategies to produce con-
sistent interior temperatures and clean-
smelling air with a minimum of kilowatts.

“I liked the idea of trying to do something
that was sustainable and didn't require a lot
of energy usage,” said John Keenan, the
oW ner.,

Mr. Keenan, 48, who works as a recruiter
for the tech industry, bought the 1152-
square-foot rowhouse inearly 2020, at a cri-
sis point for both the city and the building.
He paid what seemed like a bargain:
$850,000 for the two-stary residence, which
had three bedrooms and a bathroom.

The location was just a few blocks from
his former wife's home and made it easy for
their two children to go back and forth on
alternate weels. But the house hadn't been
“touched” for 30 years, Mr. Keenan said.
The boiler was old, immense and dead. He
could fix the ariginal oil-heating system or
put in something completely different.

At this crossroads, he approached Ruth
Mandl, 41, and Bobby Johnston, 44, the mar-
ried founders of a Brooklyn architecture
firm called CO Adaptive. Mr. Keenan had
seen an article in The New York Times
about the couple's own home, a Bedford-
Stuyvesant brownstone they had modem-
ized and made energy independent while
preserving many of its decorative features.

The brownstone was the architects' first
passive house; Mr. Keenan's was their sec-
ond. But since completing the Astoria
project last summer, at an estimated cost of
£525 a square foot, they have made such ret-
rofits their specialty.

“It's an important way of extending the
life of existing buildings, to make sure that
they're resilient enough to come into the
next century with us Ms. Mandl said

The architects, who run a design-build
operation and supervise the construction of
each project, start with two basicquestions:
‘What stays? And how do they responsibly
manage what goes?

In the Astoria house, they kept maost of
the framing and flooring. When they re-
moved the wood around the perimeter of
each floor, it was to introduce an airtight
membrane and a substantial amount of in-
sulation within the walls — key features of
passive houses, resulting in interior tem-

Top center, John Keenan in
his home’s renovated kitehen
with Ada and Riley. Upstairs
and downstairs, the original
layout was preserved, and the
most substantial
interventions were invisible
to the eye. Above, bright blue
louvers and checkerboard
patterns signal that thisis a
certified passive house

peratures that hover from the upper 60s to
the low T0s.

The membrane is also permeable to va-
par, allowing moisture to travel back and
forth through the walls so that indoor air
never feels sticky or dry.

And just as the architects marked the
places anthe exterior where they replaced
airconditioners with energy recovery ven-
tilators thatmake heating and cooling more
efficient, they repaired the “moat” they had
dug around the interior perimeter with a
border of red oak — the same malerial as
theoriginal flooring, butwith the planks set
diagonally. That border subtly signals the
energy-saving innavations  within  the
freshly painted walls,

Describing their process as deconstruc-
tion, the architects repurposed what they
could, turning a couple of the joists they ex-
tracted from under the flooring, for exam-
ple, into kitchen lights.

The studio worked with recycling compa-
nies to sort and repurpose waste removed

from the property, including plaster, dis-
carded windows and doars, and old plumb-
ing fixtures and cabinetry Outdated appli-
ances were sentofftobe disassembled with
industrial magnets into rensable quantities
of metal and plastic.

Ms. Mandl and Mr Johnston were
equally considerate of the materials they
brought into the home. Were they made
with the lowest amount of carbon e missions
possible (or better vet, reclaimed, as was
much of the wood)? Could they be counted
an not to release valatile organic com-
pounds (a virtue of the interior paint that
was used)?

For the kitchen flooring, they turned to
that quaint go-to, linoleum, because of its
benevolent mix of linseed oil, pine resin and
sawdust, not to mention its comfort under-
foot. Porcelain slabs were used for the
kitchen counters and backsplash, as well as
the bathroom surfaces.

Upstairs and downstairs, they preserved
the ariginal layout, and the most substantial
interventions wereinvisible to the eye. The
upper floar was gutted to the studs and the
ceiling removed to accommodate hefty
doses of insulation. A stackof narrow, wood-
lined cubbies carved into one wall doubles
Ia_s]a ladder leading to a new, operable sky-
ight.

The roof includes a solar canopy. Com-
bined with passive-house efficiencies, in-

Twao questions: What
stays? And how do they
manage what goes?

cluding triple-glazed, tilt-and-turn windows
imported from Austria, the array has re-
duced Mr. Keenan's energy bill to zero dol-
lars a year (although he still pays the elec-
trical utility Con Edison a $25 monthly ad-
ministration fee).

“How's the soundproofing working with
the doors? Mr. Johnston asked his client
about the strategy to muffle noise emanat-
ing from the bedrooms. Mr Keenan con-
ducted a demonstration with his pair of
stocky and vocal dogs. Disappearing into
one af the rooms with the animals, he could
be heard commanding, “Ada, bark! Riley,
bark!"

Multiple barks ensued. They were nat
earsplitting.

Mr. Keenan asked the architects not to
“lose the Deco,"so they designed a geomet-
ric black-and -white tile pattern for the bath-
room and scored horizontal grooves in all
the baseboards. They also kept the ariginal
brass doorknobs, ane of which flaunts a zig-
gurat wall plate.

They were happy to nod to the past while
conspicuously saluting the future.

Early on, John gave us a book called ‘All
the Queens Houses! " Ms. Mandl said, refer-
ring to a compilation of photos of the bor-
ough's idiosyncratic architecture. “It em-
phasized for us that you can be a little differ-
entin Queens”

In brownstone Brooklyn, with its strict
preservation codes, she continued, they
were discouraged from calling attention to
progressive technology, even features as
seemingly low-key as exterior shading.
¥ s. Mand! said, "we
size certainthings about
a passive house that mayhe in other scenar-
ios we would try to hide."
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127 E 73rd St, NY + 6BD BA 2HB - §34,000,000
Histeric Stanford White 22' wide mansion.
Patricia.Farman-Farmaian@compass.com

62 Wooster 5t, PH, MY" - 4ED 4584 - $17.500,000
Modern & light-filled full fir authentic Soho loft
Sean Murphy Turner + seanturnen@eompass.com

340 E 72nd St, C180, NY + $6,495,000
Indoor outdoor living 6BD 6.58A duplex + terrace.
Alexa Lambert « alexalambert@compass.com

200 Amsterdam Ave, 20B, NY - $5,500,000
Fully furnished lux 2BD 2.5BA with CP views.
Ante Jakic + ante jakic@compass.com

1049 Fifth Ave, 1TA, NY « 38D 3BA - $5.200.000
Sunny condc with views of CP & southern skyline.
Pamela D'Arc « pameladarc@ecmpass.com

900 Fifth Ave, 4B, NY - 3BD £B4 - §3495000
Beoutiful clossic 7 with a lib & direct views of CP.

1 Clinton St, 338, NY » 4BD 35B4 + $4.995.000
Bklyn Hts high floor mod condo with city views.
Cornelia V. + cornelia vanamburg@compass.com

103 Grond St, 3PH, NY*™ « 2BD 2BA - 33,450,000
New development loft-like triplex in Williomsburg.

Karen Whiton + karenwhiton@cempass.com

Manhattan

953 Fifth Ave, PH | 3 BD 3 BA 2 HB | $12.000.000
Exceptional pre-war triplex w CP views & terroces.
Elizabeth Goss + J. Hall « lib.goss@compass.com
993 Fifth Ave, Flr 4 | 6 BD & BA 1 HB | $17,500,000
Full fir Emery Roth design with views of The Met.
Melissa R. Kaiser + melissa kaiser@compass.com
60 Collister St, 44 | 5 BD 5 BA | $13.750.000
Tribeca PH condo w terr, tall windows & priv pkg.
Comnelia V. + corneliavanamburg@compass.com
591 Park Ave | 4 BD & BA 2 HE | $9,850.000
Development opportunity. 20° wice |ot, 10,000+ SF.
M. + mark]

el di@: com

25 E End Ave, PH16 | 3 BD 3 BA 1HB | 6450000
Grand pre-war penthouse w terraces on the River.
Laurie Stolowitz + laurie stolowitz@composs.com
250 W 81st 5t, 8B | 4 BD 3 BA 1HB | 35995000
Sprawling triple mint in FS boutique condo.
Catherine Harding - chording@compass.com

1 E End Ave, 8/9B | 4 BD 4 BA 1HB | $5,500,000
Renov sunny duplex w East River views, fpl & lib.
Kirk Henckels » kirk henckels@compass.com

252 Tth Ave, PHY | 2 8D 3 BA 1 HEB | $5.250,000
Triplex PH w den, home offc, outdr kit, terr w wus,
Elizabeth Goss + lib.goss@compass.com

130 E 75th St, ICD | 4 BD 5 BA 1 HB | $4.950.000
New! High fir, 2 apts, 11 rms, 3,750 SF & 2 wbiples.
Kirk Henckels « kirk henckels@compass.com

132 W 22nd St, FIr 10 | 4 BD 2 BA | $4,885,000
Chelsen pre-war conde loft with 3,000 5F space.
Eyal Zabari + ezobori@compass.com

201 W 17th 5t, PHF | 3 BD 2 BA 1 HB | $4.850,000
Fab Chelsea condo w views from 1,000+ 5F ters.
Eland Blumenfeld Team * celand@compass.com
200 E 94th 5t, 2517 | 5 BD 4 BA | $4.450,000
High fir, sunmy & watar vus in lux conda, Near CF.
Christing Miller Martin - cmm@comgass.com
169 Spring St, 2W | 2 BD 2 BA 1HB | $3,995,000
Chic triple mint seuth fecing pre-war Soho loft.
Pamela D'Arc « pameladarc@compass.com

27T E 22nd St, FIr 6 | 3 BD 2 BA 1 HB | $3.695.000
Sunny, mint, 2,375 5F loft in small pre-war conda.
Pamela D'Arc - pomela darc@compass.com

250 West St, 2E | 2 BD 2 BA 1 HE | $3,550,000
Loft style Tribeca condo w expos of Hudsoen River,
Cornelia V. + corneliavanamburg@compass.com

D. « rdegliuvomini .com

Manhattan

440 E 79th 5t, 5D | 4 BD 3 BA 1HB | $3.495,000
Modem & mint 3,000+ 5F w built-ins. Irg windows.
Christine Miller Martin » cnm@compass.com
302 E 96th St, PHE™ | 3 BD 3 BA | 83,395,000
Lux modern PH condo, 2 terrs & rooftop cabana.
Cormelia V. + corneliavanamburg@compass com
448 W 3Tth St, 9EF |2 BD 2 BA | $2.995.000

Mint loft condo with 12 south focing windows.
Cotherine Harding » cherding@compaoss.com
875 Fifth Ave, 94 | 3 BD 3 BA | $2.995,000

CP views from spacious & elegant clossic & estate.
Sharon W. Flynn « sharon flynn@compass.com

T E 20th 5t, 9F | 2 BD 2 BA | 32,695,000

Elatiron Dist high floer loft-like condo. S8E expos.
Melissa R, Koiser + melisso kaiser@composs.com
410 W 24th St, 31UM | 3 BD 3 BA | $2.625,000
Chelsea spacious modern xxx mint pre-war co-op.
Christine Miller Martin + cmm@compass.com
201E 80th St, 17C | 2 BD 2 BA 1HB | 32,595,000
Mint south facing pra-war conde. Built-ins.
Cornelia V. - corneliavanemburg@compass.com
133 W 22nd 5t, 128 | 2 BD 2 BA 1 HE | $2.590,000
High fir, sunny & mint in bowque Chelseg condo,
James J. .COM

1160 Park Ave, BC | Z BD 3 BA | $2, 495000
Grand & light-filled clossic & with wbfp & high ceil.
Christine Miller Martin + cmm@compass.com

785 Park Ave, 11E | 2 BD 2 BA | $2,395,000
Renov 5 room w S8W expes ovarlocking Park Ava,
K. Meem + S, Meem - knight.meem@compass.com

650 Park Ave, 2D | 2 BD 2 BA 1HB | $2,300,000
Views into the trees over Park Ave. Sunny & spoc.
Julie Perlin + julie pedin@compass.com

300 E 59th St, 2202/2203 | $2,150,000

Grand 22nd fir 38D 2 584 corner apt. 2 balconies.

S, Helms iewski - shelr m

450 Park Ave, 10D | 2 BD 2 BA 1HE | $2150,000
Sunny crrr, open Park Ave vus. White glove co-op.
Lori Powers + loripowars@compass.com

G ETéthSt, 3F | 2BD 2 BA 1 $2,000,000
Sunny & mint w pre-war details, home offc. Fpic.
Cornelia V. « corneligvanemburg@compass.com

30 Sutton PI, 148 | 2 BD 2 BA | HB | $1.700,000
Classic § high fir, sunny pre-war w wof & river vus.
Christine Miller Martin » cmm@composs.com

Find exclusive listings

only at compass.com

109 Greene 5t, 2C, NY - 2BD 2BA - 34.350.000
Mod & grand Sche loft condo o'locking Greene St
John Barbato « john barl om

24 Gromercy Pork So, 1/2E, NY + $4.200.000
3BD 3BA duplex with a key to Gramercy Park.
M. Cash « maryellen.cashman@compass.com

120 E 81st St, 6F, NY + 3BD 2584 - $2,550,000
Mint spac comer w walls of windows. Low maint.
S. Schwartz + suzanne.schwartz@compass.com

Manhattan

35 E BSth St, 4F | 2 BD 2 BA | $1.700,000
Lorge LR/DR, WD, wine cellor, FS lux co-op,

|

i_ —
g g=

75 CPW, 64, NY - 2BD 2BA - $2,200,000
Renovated Rosorio Candela co-op, fpl, doerman.

M. Cashman - maryellen.cashman@compass.com

Bklyn+NY State+Manhattan

413 Degraw St | 4 BD 5 BA 2 HE | $6,000.000
Carrioge house in Boerum Hill with gorden.

Pamela D'Arc + pomela.dar .com

167 Perry St, 2F | 1BD 1BA | $1655000

WV duplex, SE open vus, near Hudson River Park.
Alison Black « alison black@compass.com

60 E 96th St, 54 | 2 BD 3 BA | $1.650,000

Great spoce & value classic 6 AW w FDR, wbipl,
E. Frommer -+ eleanorfrommer@compass.com
130 Barrow St, 201 | 1 BD 1BA | $1,650,000
Boutique loft condo + office/den & 14" ceilings.
Tracie Golding + tracie.goldi i

D. - i MPCss.cCom
131Kane St | 4 BD 3 BA 2 HB | §4595,000
Mint & spocious 21" wide 1fam TH in Cobble Hill.
David Chang + dchang@compass.com
20 Strong P1 | 6 BD 4 BA 1HE | $4.650,000
Cobble Hill 5-sty 3 fom brownstone TH. Terr, grdn,
Pamela D'Arc + pomelo.darc@compaoss.com
8015 Harbor View Terrace | $4,499,000
Bay Ridge 5BD 4.5BA. NYC skyline & Harbor views.
A is « athena.salavantis@compass.com

515 E 72nd St, 33C | 2 BD 1BA 1 HB | $1,570,000
Suniy high flear in amenity rich cando, river vus,

James Hall + A, Hall + jomesh mpass.com

103 Grand 5t, 2™ | 3 BD 2 BA 1 HB | $3.950.000
New development loft-like duplex in Willamsburg.
Do ini@compass.com

252 South St, 50E | 1 BD 1 BA | $1.450,000
Mint downtown F3 lux condo w river & city views.
Jonathan Lavaie - jlo .com

le@compa
414 E 52nd St, BA | 2 BD 2 BA | $1,450,000

Emery Roth mint pre-war, whiplc, doorman.
Melissa R. Kaiser + melissa kaiser@compass.com
137 E 36th St, B | 2 8D 2 BA | $1,350,000

Mint open plan, 3 expo; gloss encl sol; gym; 1f dk,
Julie Perlin - julie perin@compass.com

380 Lenox Ave, 4B | 2 BD 2 BA | $1,250,000
Spacious & bright in FS condo. Low monthlies.
Leila Yusuf - leilayusuf@compass.com

49 Downing St, 38 | 1 BD 1BA | $1195,000
Charming WYV pre-war co-op with priv balcony.
W. A, Vitiello + willism.vitiello@compaoss.com

162 E 80th St, 1B | 3 BD 2 BA | $1195,000

Conv profl space into a residence in prime loc.
Sharon W. Flynn « sharon fiynn@compass.com
300 E 59th St, 3105 | 1 8D 1 BA 1 HB | $11%0,000
Mint 315t fl corner apt, 2 balconies with fab views,
L. Hoerrner + P, Eger - petro.eger@compass.com
365 W 20th St, 16A | 1 BD 1 BA | $825,000

Mint Chelsec pre-war co-op on a high fir, N&E vus.

John Barbato + johnbarbato@compass.com

345 E 5Tth St, 16B | 2 BD 1BA | $795,000

Sunny Sutton Place clossic 5 into 4. City views.
Katie Tozer - katie.tozen@compass.com

137 E 36th St, 12G | 1BD 18A 1 HB | $750,000

Flex 2BD w 2 expos & open views. Gym,; roof deck,
Julie Petlin = julie perlin@compass.com

Compass is a licensed recl estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity lows. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only, Infermaticn is comgiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissicns, changes in price, conditien, sale, or withdrawal without natice.
Mo statement is made as to the accuracy of any description, All measurements ond square footoges ore approximate. This is not intended to solicit property

olready listed. Nothing herein shall be as legal,

inting or other professi odvice outside the realm of rec| estote brokerage. *The complete
offering terms cre in an offering plan available from the Sponsor. Flle No co 14 0337, **The complete affering terms are in an offering plan available fram
Sponsor. File No. CD23-0035. Sponsor: 73 Gold Street LLC. *#*The complete offering terms are in an offering plan ovollable from Sponsor. File Mo, CD16-0243.

153 Lincoln PI, 1C | 3 BD 3 BA | $1.995,000
Park Slope mod duplex condo w old world charm.
Ji than Lavole « jlo .com

ie@
610 Warren St, 3F | 2 BD 2 BA | $1.595.000
Boerum light Alled condo, Gym, common of deck.
Jacqueline Gill + jockie.gil@compass.com

51 Jay St, 5K | 18D 184 1H8 | $1,375000

Frime Dumbo, sunny, =300 5F in drmn condo,
Tracie Geolding - tracie golding@compass.com
640 Taghkanic Churchtown Rd | 5695000
Craryville 3BD 2BA farmhouse, offc. 2hrs NYC.
John Barbato + john barboto@compass.com

319 E 105th St, 4F | 2 BD 1 BA | $649,000

Elev conde in € Harlem, low cc. South focing vus.
Eyal Zabari - ezabori@compass.com

175 York Ave, 38 | Studio 1BA | $399,500

Bright & spoc =550 SF condop w sep kit. FT drmn.
Pamela D'Arc + pamela.darc@compass.com

145 W T9th St. 8D | Studic 1BA | $365,000

Newly paintad pre-war co-op w city views & light.
Pamela D'Arc - pamela.darc@compass.com

166 W Téth St, 4E | Studio 1 BA | $375,000

Newly painted, gquiet, sunny, Prime loc. Roof deck.
Laurie Stolowitz - laurie stolowitz@ecompass.com
1200 Fifth Ave, 105/9C | $38,500/mo.

Rare luxury 4BD 4584 duplex condo w 5,000+ SF.
Elizabeth Gess - libgoss@cempass.com

372 CPW, L | 1BD 1BA | $3.995/mo.

Huge opt w ranov mod kit, WIC, Direct park views,
Eyal Zabari « ezobori@compass.com

mpa:
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why I'm writing about that pigeon I
in lI| niddle of Eighth Avenue pokin,
this piece of toa that he
3 -

READING ANDWINE My wife and [ are both vo-
racious readers. After dinner, we will curl
up, usually with a gla: i
I'm currently on a Tana French ki
‘been reading her back to back becau
love her voice. I lave anything having to do
I al<o jl st read Kristin Han-

] |eud a |'J[0f’|{‘-

st read Timotl
artland.”

n the

ome clar-
k. T write

el of writing

I've ever had because I have no meetings
Thisweek, I intend todonothing butspoilny
granddaughter and take her to as mar
5 ible. By setting intentions

n

ht not wark out exactly
least gatten the com-
sense of where I'm

expectations. It n‘.'
as planned, but I'vs
pass out and have

heading for the week.
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ALVINL BR_\GF the Manhattan district

from legal ana
truetur, "dl" unsound,
er-

will

n, whic! I1 Dll!l'll to pri
sial no matter w

nies, the lowest level in the s ,and
sentenced to probation ar up to

lit {‘Ill"llc‘:"AilJl a
ne spent in a
J

idered is the fact
,ane of the execu-
v fr\l W] hrh DMr.

Trump

tenced to three vear ||1 rﬂdel

though he Llllm nl"\\' did nat ser
u

elberg, 1l
ic C‘I of lI1"T| un P

a pnpﬂlmll
ntenced to jail

ance with Mr.
after pleading

prosecutor it milar
n elected official
les no analogous
prosecutar weighing
mun lll" hlﬂ af anex-pres dent w IUI a

READER COMMENTS

Harmony: When Dreams Converge

Re; onded at nytimes.com to
atherine Rosman's article last Sunday
about three frien: om Tex 1o made it
big om Broadw Comments have been

edited.

50 WONDERFUL TO R a positivy
In a society that dwells on the negative, it is
refreshing and uplifting to know t ﬂlhﬂ

friendship, pes nee and passion of these
young men have brought them to |01h¢e

thei dream. Bravo to
man far ,Imllng this pasitive tale.

ROBVN EROOKS, HENDE

I don't

I'm in awe of
and one
allenging and

THANK YOU, THIS MADE m
know th E
their dedication to their art

mhnl I wish lhom all long, ¢

now.
Congratulations to these three pals
reached for the stars and all made it.

IRDON, WOODE RIDGE, CONN
A Legal Team Assembled Over Twitter
Readers also responded to John Leland's

ticle on M: ial:ﬂ onthe
eam

Lo\'[- THIS STORY! Smart and talented
id

getting together to fight for
right, without the ¢ nts of law

hDOH)KlI ees and recommendation

letters. I wish more of such “subversion”

¥ oing on

TAKICA TANCABELIC, TO

I WOULD SUGGEST ARI
ver man to employ his hirin
All too often mere looking
tells you little about the pe.
hiring, where: e Cohen ap
inste I()f(led“nlnl
1l done.

pp!
Well done,

I STUMBLED ACROSS AKIVAS POSTS a cou-
ple year Eo and, awyer, enjoyed
ction of legal cases, hi

job opportunities and his

GINIABELLAFANTE | BIG CITY

D.A's Next Decision on Trump Is Fraught With Political Peril

Recommending either
leniency or jail time will
draw intense rebukes.

Fromleft, J. Quinton Johnson, Vincent Jamal
Hooper and Trey Curtis became friendsin
Austin, Texas, and have supported one another
on the way to Broadway jobs

An excellent &
ance in their |

nple fc

all seeking bal-

Rl ARRIS

ARASOTA. FLA

[ READ THISSTORY tom
who knov al e
;chool but didn't go. Sh J)K(\| llnl. ~Iwuk|
apply again. I'm 80, so I'd be B3 at gradus
tion. Hard 1o ge t that but may
be Mr. Cohen would hire me.

HAEL A SANDMAN, EROOKLINE

THE THOUGHT OF ARGUING ONLINE with a

= me break out

siveonling, it's an

feelgood piece

JULIE EARRETT. BROOKLYN

ANICE LARGER STORY IS that brilliant

hool aptional for the bar or democra-
tizing entry into the legal profession could
be their next task!

MARESH NAGELLA, NEW ERUNSWICK, 11

n Le
f\ulm tur \'l“(l rI

conviction of a former president is
ask of sentencing him

added, and the t

Alvin L Bragg, the Manhattan
district at torm must now
produce a sentencing memo for
the jud ge after former
President Donald J. Trumpwas
convicted of fabilying records
1o cover up a sex scandal that
threatened to derail his 2016
presidential campaign

welkknown reformist U \\quklul\\ h on anyone

ion on u ning

agine .m E felony c
that calls out for nulun‘.e mare tl
& T| um |)~ three

anti

'c'\'"nllw ies hie was

ng mc

Iﬂn»_ Im

T| ump (Iak,ll t deserve it”

o0

ntencing deci-

held

v

We see }mhere.

What's our greatest asset at The Bristal Assisted Living
mmunities? [t time of inters
bring to it. After all, that's what makes you special. A caring tEam
that spends the time getting to know you so you can continue
«ploring those interests? Well, that:
what makes us special, too.

ned experien:

nurturin

Schedule your visit today and see for yourself.
THE BRISTAL AT YORK AVENUE | 646.453.5111

thebristal.com




DEAR DIARY:

subway

s

acro
rer

tothe Upper We:
band and [ were vi
parents an Long
wias goi\\amla lI\cc X

lroller bag, I
to the correct
ine and even found a
at. Agaggle of teenage gir
from me. Their liveline:
ninded me of my teenage self.

mation from the young m
direction in my peripheral vi
Knowing that subway etiquette
dictated 1 remain totally oblivi-
ous, [eontinued looking straight
ahead even though Teould still
seesmall movements to the side.
I noticed the teenage girls
I.\oconwlgqmlo animated, their
g from ace to
moving next to me.
E‘.enm'ﬂl" lheu excitement

At the next stop, a youn g man £

with araled towel tucked under
his armentered the car and sat

next to me. Leontinued to look

Obse rvations for this colum

straight ahead. My eyes were
focused just above theteenagers'
heads

Gene Palma

DEAR DIARY:

Anyane wholived or worked in
Midtown Manhattan in the 1970z
and '80s knew Gene Palma asthe
E vho “played” Sixth Avenue.
He even had a cameo in " Taxi
Driver"

The towel was now unwrapped,
and standing in the young man’
lap was a pigean, which he w;
stroking with a toothbrush to the
bird's apparent ple: €.

Ican only imagine Xpres-
sionas | faced front again. When
Idid, the teenagers burst out
laughing.

Thankfully, the next stop was
mine
HAREARA ¥ PHILLIPS

eup. Gene would
n the sidewalle.
Sometimes, he would bang his
sticks on newspaper vending

chin rsiton the curb and
play thestreet itself.

In the winter, to avoid the frigid
north wind that swept down the
avenues, he would move onto the
side streets. Once, when [ saw
him on 52nd Street, I asked why
he moved onto the side streets
every winter

"The sound's better)" he said
1heE ®

series of old photos. One was a
close-up of the man behind the
counle\ playing an instru n cm

\I]Ind.ine».lm e
Nat really, but I'll tr
He pulled out a ca!

clarinetand p\aceﬂdcd toplaya

sinuous, wiggly tune.

Drid he writeit?

“1just made it up,” he said

‘Was it Middle Eastern-style
jazz

“Not quite,' he said. He told me
hewas from Uzbekistan — Bu-

Jkhara to be exact
Benny Goodman? 1 asked
“Not just him," he said. “All"

MIATRAN

ered mushrooms inthe woods
near Greenwood Lake in New
Jersey. [ thought it would be a
good idea to really know ne-
thing about what we were pick-
ing

The class met on Sundays, in a
park off the Palisades P; ay.
Abﬂllt 15 of us walked moulld
wets and picked mush-

Staten Island Ferry
DEAR DIARY:
For most of my adult life, [lived
on Staten Island and comm ulﬂ
to Manhattan for various jol
the financial district \1o-ld1\-=]
drove my car to the Staten Island
Ferry terminal to catch the boat
to Manhattan.

One day when [ was driving to
the terminal, I noticed a smell
that seemed tabecolrmz [| am

nose slightly
against it toquickly check
whether the smell was indeed

coming from

¢ car.
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Metropolitan Diary
Wiggly
DEAR DA RY
1 dropped off my well-worn boots
at a shoe repair place near the
office that I had found online and
that had good reviev
Expectingas e shoe-
shine parlar, Lir - [mlmdl
S L a freight eleva- Z
tor and fumbling down an old Foraging With John Cage Tt was all very casual. We just
winding hallw. DEAR DIARY: walked in the park, saw different
Inside a large bright rooj In1939, I signed up for amush- mushrooms and learned about
aman behind a counter wi room identification course at the them, inchiding which ones were
small cactus mm had one pink New School taught by the com- harmdful. I still 1her that the
flower an poser John Cage. amanita is poisonou:
After gc[[mg Ulce;lln‘.n[e and Inth da loften accompa- Cage was instrumental in start-
Solo Trip Suddenly, I detected s prompted me to look to the side. paying the deposit, Inaticed a nied my uncles when they gath- ingthe .\'cw‘l’ork Mycological

oncollec unE.mu:hloa
related things: prints, ceram
and o on.

Nowadays, [ get my mush-
roams at the lacal Acme ar
ShopRite, saute them in butter, or
pickle them with vinegar, and
dress them with garlic and olive
ail
ADRIANA O°TOOLE

Mot smelling anything, I'began
to walk toward the terminal. As 1
did, Theard a woman just behind
me spea
{ow I've seen e’
id. " You just kissed your
eoodb\'

PHILIP PETE RS

Decades Later, ‘Black Angels’ Get an Earthly Exhibition

A show honors nurses who
cared for tuberculosis patients
at a Staten Island hospital.

By TAMMY LaGORCE

ra
af pﬂop\e cuh vear. Tlu: city's health de-
partment chose Staten Island in 1905 as the
location for Sea View Hospital, which be-
came one of the biggest tuberculosis hospi-

But tuberculosis was highly infectious,
the 18505 the number of white
villing to risk their lives to care for
as dwindling. Admin-
i tarted calling on workers aften
me\\ook@d because of racism: Black
nurses,

An exhibition now on view at the Staten
] land Museum, “Taking Care: The Black

ngels of Sea View Hospital,"tells the story
n! 300 Black nurses who were recruited
The Black Angels came from
and embraced by the nurses,
briella Leone, a curator.,

But wall text at the exhibition reminds

and b;

visitors that the nurses “were real people
with individual lives, families, flaws and
staries

T seum is ahout five miles from the

Sea View campus, in the heart of the Green-
belt, a parkland area on Staten Island.

“It was an attractive place to build a hos-
pital because it wasthe least populous of the
boroughs, and it had a reputation for fresh
air and sunshine" Ms. Leone said during a
recent exhibition tour, noting that air and
sun were then thought to be the most effec-
tive treatments for tuberculosis.

The hospital first recruited Elack nurses
locally, from the Lincoln School for Nur
in the Bronx and the Harlem H0>pml
Schoaol of Nursing. But by the 19505 Sea
View stil had a shortage, so the call for
Black nur went mllmml As the Lne.i[
Migration p1
gels assembled on Staten Island to fill the

en who stepped in to fill

lives in what ux\d to be Sea View's nurses’
residence. In 2009, it became a private re-
tirement home; her apartment is on the
same floar of lho me building she lived in
during the 18

Unlike Ms. Allen, many of the nurses
wiere lured from the Jim Crow South by the
promise of a living wage when most hospi-
tals, even in New York, refused towaork with
Black nurses or limited the number they
wiould hire, according to one of the exhibi-
tion's oral histories. But Ms. Allen arrived in
1947, at age 16, from Detroit. Her aunt Edna
Sutton-Ballard, then a surgical nurse at Sea
View, inspired her.

“T admired my aunt," Ms. Allen, one of the
exhibition’ ser id, adding

Bls. Allen started as a nurse's aide at the
Sea View children's hospital. According to
the exhibition, 3 to 7 percent of nurses at Sea

View contracted tuberculosis. She was
never scared, though.

‘T loved being around children,” she s;
“And I felt I knew how to protect mg

By the time she left the hospital in 1
she and her fellow Black Angels had played
a major role in protecting the public. Sea
iew conducted the first clinical trials of iso-
niazid, a drug that became a key in treating

€,in 1951, On the front lines of that
« thenurses, whoadministered the
medicine, observed patients and took de-
tailed notes to report to doctor
A panel of museum text sums up what

ct: “Drs. Edward Robitzek and

Irving Selikoff, “wha aversaw the o ial, went
onto receive Uwe prestigious Lasker Award
for their waork. But the nursing and support

Top, an installation view of they
“Taking Care: The Black
Angels of Sea View Hospital)’ at
the Staten Island Museum.
Above left, Virginia Allen, who
is among the last surviving
Black Angels mirses. Ahove,
Alfred Maddox, a patient, with
Blanche Newton, a nurse

staff whorisked their lives tokeep Sea View
Haspital munning have not received the
S'II“{‘I&CI nition."

ackstock, the founder and exec-

ni

uu\'odue(lol of Health Justice, a racial and
health equity consultancy in New Yark City,
said that the Bla
geous trailblaze
lels" between the Black Angels
whacared for dying patientsearly in
the coronavirus pandem

“We know that those hospitals that were
most beleaguered during the pandemic
were in poor Black and brown neighbar-
hoaods, which were alread
and understaffed,” s he

EBlack nurses
their jobs
City “were literally putting their lives on the
line taking
tion that hadn't yet had an ED.A.
treatment or a vaccine to prevent it she
added

Ms. Allen, who said the nurses she

were coura-
definite paral-
and the

k Angel
She see

mderresourced

ho couldn't afford to leave
Covid bore down on New York

re of patients, with an infec-
approved

T worked with' “really did give up a lot" to
treat patients at Sea \IGV\. is relieved that

cart a

are receiving more notice. The exhibi-
tion includes

an original Sea View nursing
wool cape that was part of
utdoor uniform. A book by Ma-
“The Black Angels: The Untald
Nurses Who Helped Cure Tu-
ame out in the fall

happy the legacy will live on,"

Ms. Allen said.
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iy RF‘\"FRA(‘FH
RING PREGNANCY BECAUSE
THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS,

:\ wnup of
anid
1

notice them. She \hll'lIL‘:IIJLI
going to be in the picture, tc

never stop ¢
uor guys, the refrigerator
|ul| for the chel

\- m‘ I, lh"

o

lilke J
v dine at Lucali, w

nous for both it

Tho .l|‘|I\L" to |~nl lll" restaurant out for

; e p JJu tior
shoat : .
in what came befare. 5
‘s director, nding behind the
rilved with a black e a3 e "g;lt',"“m_m cits
baseball hat pu\le:\ down low over her face. AR
igli

She sidled up t accio on th le-
2. “Youre the
heading ing 5
ane.”
In fa
known quantity inthe Ne
ment world. He doesn't b

( Im helping w:
Thm\ fully, the

n life in postpr
shoot pretty much anywhere. Bul for now
the place to be, and shoot ¢

been relegated to

that there hind a bank of

From top: The ambience at
Sam's is old-time Brooklyn
Lo liaceio was born in
the apartment above Sam's;
and the restaurant sery
more than film erews.

ack o ,he!
near the kitchen be
For a while, he stay
book on his phe
in Italy. But he
hat the actol
pe
ninute or o, he
chair closer and
s, until he v

ol n begl
\ ut |L land \‘:.l Inn' in
atory.
el in lhf- I

now the
staurant

ooted ametal folding
er l;\lh-c s ilh ll1o

Michael Hartel, :
has been inthe bu
n't remember how
dar but |

ighborhood fixture
that draws star power
only on shoot day.

red out and restored

ank-you notes

photogenic re

ere fll”.l
ur

led. After dr wrnu
iltomn. <L

ingu \,H\ﬂpn tafthe
¥ — though as

I IJ]I knaw s

lenhaal

If — would h to wait patiently as
ofthe pl i anhattan Spe

al I|'.mt the fridge

nup was no longer r
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.I.Il’l th
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in for one in Brookly

than itu '\‘(|LJ|)C‘
ything here looks like
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d and his mather letout am
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HEARING DEVICE ™" %
BREANTAROUGH s

The world’s first and only 100% invisible,
extended wear hearing device

Worn 24/7 for months at a time,while sleeping,
showering, exercising and talking on the phone'?

Delivers clear, natural sound quality — minimizes

background noise § y
No daily hassles — no batteries to change or daily insertion sf‘ '
or removal required ,‘ "\\

Q

-y

Natural sound No daily hassles

Captures sound
naturally even in
noisy background
situations so you
hear everything
that counts.

Designed to be worn
24{7 for months at
a time." No daily
insertion, removal,
or battery changes
required. Ever.

960/0 of Lyric users recommend Lyric to family members and loved ones.*

LEARN ABOUT LYRIC: June 10th-14th, 2024

No-Qbligation 45-Day Trial’ | Complimentary Lyric Consultation
CALL today to schedule your appointment

MANHATTAN
AUDIOLOGY

844-559-2395

www.manhattanaudiology.com

121 East 84th Street
New York, NY 10028

150-12 14th Avenue, Suite 200
Whitestone, NY 11357

30-16 30th Drive, 4th floor
Astoria, NY 11102

Dr. Joanna Roufos, Auw.D., CCC-A, FAAA
Doctor of Audiology

Dr. Anna Maria, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

IEARMNG ASSOCIATES

844-339-2202
www.nychearing.com

110 West 40th Street, Suite 500
New York, NY 10018

80 8th Avenue, Suite 1501
New York, NY 10011

23 W 73rd Street, Suite 100
New York, NY 10023

229 7th Street, Suite 307
Garden City, NY 11530

Dr. Shelley A. Borgia, Au.D.,CCC-A, FAAA
Dr. Jessica M. Frankel, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA
Dr. Katherine Mikhailov, Au.D)., CCC-A, FAAA
Dr. Monica Skarzynski, Au.D., CCC-A, COHC
Dr. Lindsay Gross, Au.D.

Board Certified in Audiclogy

vidual ear canditions,

1 Incividual replacement needs may vary. Duration of device battery [ife varies by patient and is subject to
2 Frofessional fees may apply, Ar

| subscription begin the first day of trisl, Lyric is not apy

319 Sonava USA Inc. All rights reserved. S09NEWh MS126665 | 20

ts. See @ Lyric provides ta detesmine if Lyric is right for you.
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Lower East Side Fights Sprouting of Illegal Weed Shops

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |
sound engineer, warked on the proj

. They gathered information from athers
the neighbarhood, they said, researched

records, communicated through a
ed Google document and monitored the
lU'lIIL{‘IbD(I sha nnights and weekends,
ohserving them from the sidewalk and
sometimes venturing inside to corrcborate

idents who helped gather
mhl mation declined to speak publicly
bout the process because of fears for their
ety. The teacher, a 22-year Lower Eas
sident who s I.KJI\CQ“ condition of an-
id he helped compile the sheetin
n connected to shops lh'n
building regular

ngnaise and son
The teacher
had been threatened on one oc
recorded with a phone during another inci-
men linked to an unlicensed shop.
The qu-:=lwn|| of how to handle illegal
bly become intertwined
justice. Part of the

aim of the 2021 law was o address decad
in which Black and Latino pﬂnple WETE ar-
rested on marijuar
tionate number
cannabis

legalization adva
the unlicensed shops, said the authar |l|c~ ||1
New York had rightly avoided arresting
people of color when shuttering the stors
adding, “The whole purpose of the law was
to stop that."

In a statement, s office
id that he was committed toclosing illegal
ops that threatened the “health and
of New Yorkers.
oth the mayor and the sherilf have a
long histary of fightingagainst the criminal-
ization of cannabi atement added
“And we have been clear that these opera-
tions allow us to strike a balance between
shutting down illegal shops that are unlaw-
v selling potentially deadly products and
~|||\p1mnzm tice-impacted cannabis busi-
ness owner

vin April, listed 34 unlicens:
— ranging fro
convenience stores
within a 22-s 0 , ol umn‘h"l—
ing bodegas, laundromats and cafes. In ad-
dition to selling weed, the sheet s
shops have sold tobacco, e-ci
beer without the required permit:
A review by The New York Times found
that 28 of the 34 shops on the spreadsheet
were open inearly June, Two were notopen.
Two appeared to have pern
tered and two had recently
the New York City Sheriff's Dlllze. \\Iu h
had posted large white TS On [Imu fa-
dng each had engaged in “the un-
le of eannabis and/or cannabis

n response to a question about whether
the Police Depar

tment sees unlicensed
shopson the Lower East Side as a particu-
lar problem, a representative said in an
email Jaint

Compliance Task Force will addr
licensed and unregulated smoke

throughout New

“I hear so
said Susan Stetzer, the distr
Ean munity Board 3, which covers the East
e and the Lower East Side, adding

The memorials to cyclists also
serve as calls for awareness
ahout more dangerous streets.

ON ACHILLY Saturd: ening in April, Kev-
in Daloia a bicycle that he painted
wihite and locked it to a pole on East 161st
Street and Melrose Avenue in the Bronx.
Then he climbed up, stood on the seat of the
bike and mounted a metal sign an the pole
above it.

‘Cyclist Killed Here/Rest In Peace" the

Grand Cherokee a rc“ I)\o"\\_ awa
ing to repor

The police said Balde had run a red light.
But the authorities also said the driver had
been speeding

Daloia didn't know Balde, but that didn't
matter.

In his free time, Daloia volunteers to
paint old bi ten them to poles
“ghost hikes" for the New York C
Street Memarial Project, which cons
installations around the ci
tions where cycli

The‘uil

nwmolm\ bolh an d|<‘| tto
t led and

dangerou:
York The activi
hape ta catch the .\ttelllmn m dums as
well.

Daloia isn't sure how man;
has erected. “I've done thisfor a long time,"
he said “Anything in the Bronx I've
touched, and T've touched a lot mare
throughout the city ] (Ion t know the num-
ber .

exactly, he

3 Tlm\t-
, 23 were
occurred in

portation Demlln‘.enl Of thy
riding e-bikes. Most fatalit
collisions with cars and truc
that did not have de ted bike lanes.
The concept of ghost bikes didn't start in

>

OTICE OF ORDER.
OF CLOSURE

DUBRI CANNABIS SUPPLY

OIL - SNACKS - DRINKS - EDIBLES

loud music late at night and
nars. “It's very frustrating.”
Unlicensed

dllllll! an
Bradley Tusk, aformer ‘p"ml ady

Michael R Bloomberg when he w:

and n:m a venture

an uln'u>ph{-|c of h\\l HIIlE
thathe thought the ¢i IOlI\[IﬂDL.IO.I\.IIII'IC

store bly and a ere.
nat invi
Mayor Adam
on unlicensed shop:
Padlock to Protect, on
ufflcv aid on Wednesda

ssively” He

muwunco{l the crackdown
known as Oper
ay 7. The

:\ n'me m an u]n Imp

Top, atleast two unlicensed
weed shops onthe Lower
East Side of Manhattan

were recently closed by the
Kew York City Sheriff’s
Office. Above isanunlicensed
shopon Stanton Street.

Written requests for interviews with the
owners of several unlicensed shops did not

that year the number
Ned Shalal
anartist on the Lower E

jion of the spreadsheet, com-
ncluded 13 shops
edinJanuary / 2023, it included 30. By I
climbed to
alandscape architect and
Sidewhohelped

Since 2021, an estimated
3,000 unlicensed stores
have opened in the city.

Updat-
by of

DODAI STEWART | STREET WARS

Ghost Bikes Offer a Haunting Alert

w Yaork, but
death toll, you m
lhﬂn‘ on our streets
an idea tl

eah Todd,

iven the sobering recent
v have noticed more of

pread from city to
anather volunteer

with the project.
In New York, agroup of artists ¢
ance first put up ghost bike
ponse to a couple of ¢

Kevin Daloia, a volmteer
for the New York City Street
Memorial Project, installed
a ghost bike and a sign in
Aprilin the Broms.

The idea caught on and continues to gain
momentum, Todd sad. “We
grand idea and hope that people v
know, want tocare— and wanl to limit these
deaths,” she said.

Ghaost hike volunteers receive donated hi-
from bike shops, friends or word of
pouth. They remove a few essential parts
from each bike, rendering it un-ridable and
therefore less likely to be stolen.

Although cyclist fatalities are usually
shes, the volunteers who
bikes are not necessarily anti-

Daloia deseribes hir
cling traffic dvocate wl I|o starts \m
car every day

He drive: ,buthe stillloves toride his
bike. “I actually see things differently than
from in m

Daloia

should be nL\e [o\onm t |>emoru \rv
some of the roads around here to be safer
for pedestrians and cycl |lC aid "And]
want them to lnaw

, the director of ad

bes a cl

e right now where it's

whether |l s the best of ti
f

lot to do mlhlh at!
\‘of\aul_e,|.l|1e<1m1ge|.
an ur gent need for maore dedi-
“The bike n"l\\ml. is still
olmo.w\ he sai
just |ouunﬂ\ ‘b
b full of cars and truc
{ew Yorker in-

: I‘

nd worse
uitously,

al
I ch in um
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