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SEVERAL WEST BENGAL BJP
leaders have blamed the dismal
performance of the party in the
Lok Sabha polls in the state on
“inexperienced leaders”ruling the
roost and hinted at “conspiracy”
behind the loss of seats where
winning chances were high.

The Trinamool Congress led
byChief MinisterMamata Baner-
jee swept the Lok Sabha polls in
West Bengal, winning 29 of the

42 seats in the state. The BJP's
tally, on the other hand, dropped
to 12 from 18 in 2019.

The outcome has raised ques-
tions regarding the party's cam-
paign strategy, organisational
effectiveness, and narrative
coherence.

"When those without any
proper political experience of
fighting elections call the shots in
the organisation,this is the result

that you get.There has to be some
sort of accountabilityof the state
leaders who decided everything
in this election,"newlyelected BJP
MPSaumitra Khan told reporters.

Khan managed to hold on to
his Bishnupur seat by a slender
margin. The state unit also
struggled to reach double digits,
winning several seats by narrow
margins.

Former state BJP president

Dilip Ghosh, who lost from the
Bardhaman-Durgapur seat to
TMC's Kirti Azad by nearly
138,000 votes, hinted at a "con-
spiracy"to ensure his defeat.

"A conspiracy was hatched to
ensure that I got defeated or why
else would I be sent to Bardhaman-
Durgapur. It seems the party had
sent me to Bardhaman-Durgapur
from Medinipur to ensure that I
lost the elections,"he said. PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kolkata, June 6 

EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER
alleged post-poll violence in cer-
tain areas of West Bengal follow-
ing the conclusion of the Lok
Sabha elections, the Calcutta
High Court on Thursdayissued a
directive allowing affected peo-
ple to submit complaints to the
state's DirectorGeneral of Police
(DGP) via email.

The order came following a
petition in the high court seeking
direction to police to ensure pro-
tection to opposition partywork-
ers in the wake of alleged post-
poll violence in some places of
the state following the elections.

The court cautioned that if
the state machinery fails to pro-
tect the lives and property of the
citizens, appropriate orders will
be passed on the next date of
hearing. The division bench
presided by Justice Kausik
Chanda said the matter will be
taken up for hearing again after
10 days.

The bench, also comprising
Justice Apurba Sinha Ray,
directed that complaints can be
emailed to the DGP by persons
allegedlyaffected byincidents of
post-poll violence,apart from the

normal process under the CrPC
(Code of Criminal Procedure).

It directed that in the event
the complaints disclose any cog-
nizable offence, the DGP will
immediatelydirect the police sta-
tion concerned to register an FIR
underrelevant provisions of law.

The court instructed the DGP
to monitorthe progress of probe
if FIRs are registered.

"Taking the matter very seri-
ously,apart from the allegations
made in the writ petition, this
court has taken judicial notice of
many incidents of violence fol-
lowing orassociated with the Lok
Sabha election,2024 as reported
in press and electronic media,"
the division bench observed.

The court said its primary
concern is to ensure registration
of complaints whenever a post-
poll violence takes place irre-
spective of political affiliations.

Infighting in Bengal BJP after poll debacle

JAGDEEP SINGH DEEP
Chandigarh, June 6

ACTOR AND BJP MP Kangana
Ranaut, who recently won the
Mandi Lok Sabha seat, was
allegedly slapped by a woman
constable of the CISF soon after
she was frisked at the security
area of Chandigarh International
Airport.

In a video afterwards,the CISF
constable,KulwinderKaur,is pur-
portedly heard saying that her
mother was among those who
attended the farmers’ agitation,
and objecting to Ranaut’s past
statement that such women take
Rs 100 rupees to sit on protest.

The CISF has suspended the
constable,initiated departmental
inquiry,and lodged a police com-
plaint against her.

Ranaut said she will file a com-
plaint with the Ministryof Home
Affairs.

In a video later,she said,“First
of all, I am safe, I am perfectly
fine…As soon as I came out after
the securitycheck,the ladyin the
second cabin,a CISFsecuritystaff,
came from the side,hit me on my
face and started abusing me.
When I asked her why, she said
that she supports the farmers’
protest. I am safe but I am con-
cerned about the terrorism and
extremism that is increasing in
Punjab.”<Ranaut was taking the
3 pm Vistara flight to New Delhi
and was accompanied by mem-
bers of herfamily.

Following the incident,former
Himachal CM Jairam Thakursaid,

“It is very unfortunate. Nobody
has the right to harm anyone.She
was heading towards Delhi to
attend a partymeeting.”

The National Commission for
Women called for“strict action”
against Kaur “if allegations are
confirmed”.The NCW chief also
wrote to the CISFdirectorgeneral.

Himachal Pradesh PWD Min-
ister Vikramaditya Singh, who
contested the Lok Sabha election
against Ranaut from Mandi,
said, "Stern action should be
taken against the security per-
sonnel. This should not happen
to anyone, particularly to a
woman who is an elected mem-
ber of parliament.”

Former J&K chief minister
Omar Abdullah posted online,
“There’s almost nothing Ms
Ranaut says that I agree with but I
don’t think there is any justifica-
tion forphysicallyassaulting her.

CISF constable
‘slaps’Kangana
Ranaut at airport
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KARNATAKA
MINISTER QUITS
OVER GRAFTCASE
IN ASETBACK to the CM
Siddaramaiah-led Karnataka
government, the Scheduled
Tribes Welfare Minister B
Nagendra, facing allegations
in connection with the ̀ 94.73-
crore fund misappropriation in
Karnataka Maharshi Valmiki
Scheduled Tribe Development
Corporation, said on Thursday
that he has decided to resign. 

HC WARNS OF
CAPFDEPLOYMENT
IN WESTBENGAL
EXPRESSING DISMAY and
concern over reports of
alleged post-poll violence in
West Bengal following the
announcement of the Lok
Sabha election results, the
Calcutta High Court on
Thursday said it may ask the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) to stay deployed in
the state for the next five
years if the state fails to
control violence.  

EC LIFTS MODEL
CODE OF
CONDUCT
THE MODEL code ofconduct
that came into force on March
16 with the announcement of
the Lok Sabha poll has been
lifted. The Election Commission
said as results ofLok Sabha
elections and assembly polls
have been declared, "model
code ofconduct has ceased to
be in operation.

TMC’S ABHISHEK
BANERJEE MEETS
SENA’S UDDHAV
TRINAMOOLCONGRESS
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee on Thursday met
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray here. Banerjee's
visit came after the INDIA
bloc put up impressive
performance in the Lok Sabha
polls. Both the Sena (UBT) and
Trinamool Congress are part
of the Opposition alliance.

RAHULTO APPEAR
IN BENGALURU
COURT TODAY
CONGRESS LEADER Rahul
Gandhi will appear before a
special court here on Friday in
connection with a defamation
case filed by the Karnataka
BJP for issuing allegedly
defamatory advertisements in
mainstream newspapers. 

AG & CM ADVISORS
RESIGN POST
BJD GOVTFALL
ADVOCATE GENERAL Ashok
Kumar Parija, two advisors to
the chief minister and the IT
secretary have resigned from
their posts after the fall of the
BJD government in Odisha.
The development came in the
wake of BJD chief Naveen
Patnaik's resignation from the
post of the CM. AGENCIES

N E W S
IN THE 

Post-poll violence in
Bengal: High Court
expresses concern 

MANOJ C G
New Delhi , June 6

THE INDIA BLOC may have
decided to wait and watch devel-
opments unfolding in the NDA
camp and “take appropriate steps
at the appropriate time”,but some
parties in the Opposition alliance,
particularly the TMC and Shiv
Sena (UBT),and to some extent the
AAP,are pushing hard for explor-
ing options to shore up the bloc
numbers to checkmate the BJP.

Sources said West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee spoke to SP’s Akhilesh
Yadav on the day of the elections
results itself,asking him to reach
out to both N Chandrababu Naidu
of the TDP, his late father
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s comrade-
in-arms since the United Front
days of the mid 1990s,and JD(U)’s
Nitish Kumarwho too had a good
equation with the SPveteran.

On Thursday, Banerjee’s
nephew and TMC senior leader

Abhishek Banerjee and party col-
league Derek O’Brien,met Yadavin
NewDelhi as a follow-up meeting.

Sources said the AAP too is of
the view that options to bring
more parties into the INDIA bloc
should be explored.AAP leaders
SanjaySingh and RaghavChadha
also met Banerjee.Separately,the
two AAPleaders went to ShivSena
leaderSanjayRaut’s residence.

Banerjee and O’Brien then left
for Mumbai where they are
expected to meet ShivSena (UBT)

chief Uddhav Thackeray and his
son Aaditya.

Aftermeeting the TMC leaders,
Yadavsaid expectations in democ-
racyshould always thrive.“Khush
karne se sarkarein ban rahi hai.
Toh khush koi aur bi kar sakta hai
(governments are being formed
by pleasing people, so others can
also please).In democracy…when
counting is done… hope and
expectations should neverbe over.
Hope and expectations should
always be there,”he said.

Sources in the SP, however,
said Yadav does not expect Naidu
orKumarto change sides too soon
but agreed with the TMC leaders
that the bloc should keep the BJP
on its toes.

The Congress is not in a mood
to aggressivelyscout fornumbers
since the INDIA bloc is not in a
position to stake claim.The Left
leaders too believe attempts to
cobble togethera ragtag coalition
to stake claim could be counter-
productive at this juncture.

�CONGRESS HOLDS OFF ON CLAIM AS INDIA BLOC LACKS NUMBERS

West Bengal CM
Mamata spoke 
to SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav
on the day of the
poll results itself

TMC, Sena (UBT), AAPforge
alliance to checkmate BJP

Shiv Sena (UBT) chiefUddhav Thackeray being felicitated by the newly-elected MPs ofMaha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) Nagesh Bapurao Patil Ashtikar and others at Matoshree, in Mumbai on Thursday PTI

EC HANDS

OVER

WINNERS’

LIST TO

PRESIDENT 
President Droupadi
Murmu receives the list of
newly elected members
to the 18th Lok Sabha
from ChiefElection
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and Election
Commissioners Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu in New Delhi, 
on Thursday. ANI

SUJIT BISOYI
Bhubaneswar, June 6

UNCERTAINTY OVER A popular
healthcare scheme launched by the
Naveen Patnaik government in 2018,
which the BJP had promised to replace
with the Centre’s Ayushman Bharat
Yojana if it came to power in Odisha,
has led to complaints of empanelled
private hospitals turning away
patients within days of a change of
guard in the state.

Confirming the complaints, the
state Health Department has issued a
clarification that the Biju Swasthya
Kalyan Yojana (BSKY) continues to be in
force even as sources in Raj Bhavan said
GovernorRaghubarDas has asked state
Chief Secretary P K Jena to take appro-
priate measures to remove the confu-
sion. Later, Jena warned of “strict
action” against hospitals that deny
treatment under the BSKY.

This came a day after state BJP chief

Manmohan Samal said that the BSKY
had “limited scope” and “would be
shut”. “We will implement the Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana the daywe form the
government in the state. Around 1.5
crore Odias, who are outside the state,
will also be able to avail treatment of up
to `5 lakh under the scheme,” Samal
told reporters at the party office.

Samal,however,later issued a state-
ment saying that denying treatment to
patients on the pretext of “confusion
over the BSKY” is a social and legal
crime. He appealed to the administra-
tion to issue directives to hospitals to
continue treatment under the scheme.

The non-implementation of the
Ayushman Bharat Yojana in Odisha was
one of the issues vociferously raised by
the BJP top brass during campaigning
for the simultaneous Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls in the state. It found
mention in almost every speech of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
accused the Naveen Patnaik govern-

ment of depriving the people of the
benefits of the central scheme. Modi
also promised that the scheme would
be implemented in Odisha if the BJP
came to power in the state.

Launched by the Patnaik govern-
ment in August 2018, a month before
the Centre initiated the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana, the BSKY is seen to be
popular among the rural poor and cov-

ers 90 lakh households across the state.
It entitles treatment up to `5 lakh for
men and ̀ 10 lakh forwomen.Over650
private hospitals in the state and 150
outside Odisha are empanelled under
the scheme.

Ahead of the panchayat polls in
2022, the BJD had repackaged the
scheme by providing smart cards to
people and promised to make it a “near
universal coverage” programme in its
2024 manifesto.

With allegations of private hospitals
refusing to accept patients under the
scheme being reported after the fall of
the BJD government, the state Health
Department clarified that the scheme
was active, with the approved bud-
getary support.

“Hospitals are to continue treat-
ment to beneficiaries as before. All
claims raised by hospitals will be paid
bythe state health assurance societyas
before. Hospitals are to ensure that
patients do not face any difficulty or

disruption in availing services,” it said
in a statement.

A Raj Bhavan source said, “The
Hon'ble Governor has expressed deep
concern over reports in the media
regarding confusion over BSKY health
cards post election results and benefi-
ciaries being deprived of health ser-
vices. He has asked the state Chief Sec-
retary to take appropriate steps
immediately so that no confusion
regarding BSKYarises and beneficiaries
get uninterrupted health care services.”

Later, Chief Secretary Jena said: “No
empanelled hospital can ignore treat-
ment to patients under BSKY or dis-
charge them prematurely. The BSKY is
still active until the new government
takes a call in this regard. I want to
assure people that there will not be any
disruption in healthcare under the
existing scheme.”

The BJP dislodged the BJD govern-
ment,winning 78 of the 147 Assembly
seats in the recently held elections.
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Odisha health scheme’s future uncertain as BJP hints at termination
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� ����� ���������� ���������� �� ��� ��������� ���� ���� ���� ����
��� �������� ��������� ��� ���������� ���� ��������� ������������
������ �������� ��� ������� ����� ����� ���� ������ �������� �� ���
�������� �� ��������� ������� ����� ��������� ���� ��� ����������
���� ��������� ���������� �������������� ���������� ��������
��� ������ ����� ����� ������� ���������� ��� �������� �� ��� ������ ��
������� �� ����� �������� �� ������� ���������� ���������� �� ���
������������ ��� ����� ����������� ����� �� ��� ���� ����������
�� ���������� ���� ��� ������ ���������� ������� ���� ���� �� ��� ���
��������� ������������ �� ����� ���������� ��������� ��������� ����
���� ���� ������ ����� ������� �������� ��� ��������� � ����� ��������
����� ����� �� ��� �������� ����� ������ ��� ������ �� ��
����������� �� ���� �� ��� ��� ��������� ������ �������� ��� ���� �������
�� ���� ������������ ��������� ����� ������ ����� ������ �� �� ���
������ �� ��� ������ ��� ��� �������� ��� ���� ���� ��������� �� ���
��������� �������� ��������������������������������������������
�� ��� ��� ������ ��� ��������� ������������ ��� ����� �������� ��
����������� �� ����� ��� ������ � ���������� ���������� �������� ��
������� ���� ��� ��������� �� ��� ������ ���� ������ ����� ����
��������� ��������� ����� ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ������������ ��
����� ���������� �������� �� ���������������������������
����������������������� ��� ���� ������ �� ���� ������ �� ���
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
��������������������������������������������
��� ��������� ������������ ����� ������ ��� �� �������� ���� ���
����� ��� ������ �� �� ����������� �� ��� ���� ���������� ��� ���� ����
��� ������� ����� �� ������� ��������� ����� �������������� �� ���� ��
��� �������� ����� ��������������� ���� �� ���� ��� ���� ����� �� ����
��������� ����� ��������������� ��� �������� ����� �������������� �����
������ ���������� �� ����� ���� ���� ����� ������������� ��������� ���
�� ������ �������������� �� ��� ��� ������ ����� ����� �� ���������
����� ������������� ��� ������� ����� ������ ��� ���������� �� ��� ��
��������� ������ �� ������� ��� ��������� ����� ������������ ����
����� ���� ��� �������� �� ������ �� ��� ���� ���������� �� ��� ���
������ ����� ��� ���� �� ���������� ����� ���� ����� ������� ���� ��
������� ��� ��� ������ ������ ��� �������� �� ��� �����
�� ���� ��� ������� ���� ��� ������� ��� ������������� ���� ���
��������� �������������� �� �������� ���� ������� ����� ���
������� ���� � ���� �� ������ ���� ��� ������������ �� ��� ������
������� ��� ������� ������ ����� �������� ��� �������� �� ������ �� ���
���� ��������� ���� ���������� ���� ������� ����� �� ��� ������ ��
����� ���� �� ����� ����� ��� ������� ��� ������� �� ������� �� ����
���������� ����������� ������ �������� ������ ��� ������
����������� �� ��� ���� ����������
������������ ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���������� ����������� ������
�������� ��� ��� ������ ������������� �� ��� ���� ����� ���
����������� �� ��� ���� ��������� ��������� ��� ������ ��������
�������� �� ���� ������� �� ���� ��� �� ������� ���� ���� ���� ���
���� ��������� �� ��� ������ ���������� �� ��� ������
��� ��� ������� �� ��� ����� ������� ��� ������������ ��� ���������
�� ������� ��� ��������� ��������� ��� ����� �������� ������ ����
���� ������ ����� ������� ������� � ������ ��� ������ ��� ����� ���
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��� ��������� ����� ��� �������������������������

�������� �� ��������� �������� ��� ��� ��������� ���� ������� ���
��� ���������� ������ ������ �� ��� ������� �� ��������

��������� ��� ���������� ���� ������ ���������

������

���� ������� ���� ������ �������� �������� ���� ����� �����
����� ����� ���� ������ � ��� ���

����� ��� �� ���� ���� ���� ��� �� ���� ���� ��������� ���� ��������������
�������� �����������������

������ �����������������������
���� ���������������������

������ ���� ������� �������

�������� ���������� �������
���� ���������������������

������� ������ �������� �������� �������� � ������ ���� ���� ����� ������������
������������� ���� ����� ��� ��������������� ��� ��� ������������

������ � ����������������������� ��� ���� � �����������������

���������� �� ��������� �������� �� ��� ���������� �� ������� ������ �� ����������������
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������ �������� ��� ������� ������ ���� ����� �������� �������� �� ��� �������� �� ���������
�������� �� ������� ���� ���� �� ���� �������������
������ ��� ��������� ������� ������������� �������� ��� �������� �� ������ �� ���������
��������� �� ���� ��� �������� �� ������� �� ������� �� ����� �������� ������� ������ ��
��������� �� ��� ������������ ��� ����� ����������� ����� ������� �� ���������������
�� ��� ��������������
��� ������� ��� ���� ���������� ������������� �� ��� ��������� ������������ �� �����
���������� ������� ����� ������ ��� ������ �� �� ����������� �� ���� ��������� ����� ���
���������� ��� ������ ����������� ��������
��� ������� ��� ���� �������� ������� �� ��� ��������� ������������ ����� ���������
��� ����� ��������� ��� � ������ �� ����� ����������� ����� ������ �������� ������ ���
��� ��� �������� �� ���������������� �� ���������� �� �������������������������������������
��� ������������ ��� ������� ���� ���� ��� ������� �������� �� ��� ������� �� ���
������� ������ �� �������� ��� ����� �� ������ ��������� ������ �� ������� �� ����� ��
��� ����� �������������� �� ��� ������� ��� ��� ������� �� �������� �� ������ �� ����
����� ������� �������� �� ��� ����������
��� ��������� ������������� ����� ������ ��� ������ �� �� ����������� �� ���� �����
�������� �� �������� �� ��� �������� ������ ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ��� ������� ������� ��
�������� �� ���������� ����� ���� �� ����������� �� ���� ����� ������� �� ���������� ����
��� ��������� ���������� �� ��� ���� ������ �� ������� �� ������������ ������� ������ ��
�������� ����� ���� �������� �� ������ �� ���� ����� �������� ��� �������� �����
�������������� ����� ����� ���������� �� ����� ���� ����� ����� ������������� ��������� ���
�� ������ ��������������� �� ������� �� ������������ ������� ������ �� ����� ����� ���
������� ����� ������ ��� ��������� ���������� �� ��� �� ��������� ������ ��� �������� ��
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