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NEWS ANALYSIS

Echoof Trump
As Biden Acts
On the Border

Leaning on Same Law
to Restrict Immigration

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
WASHINGTON — Loaking for
0 shut down the southern

country.

President Biden tumed to that
same provision on Tuesday as
took executive action to tem

[na:lnlol protection in America.
[P.iE(‘A]"]

“The simple truth is,
worldwide migrant cr

Biden said at the White House,
“and if the United States doesn't
ure our border, there's no

to the number of penplo

ay try to come hs

Ple.ndemBm O
to shore up his chanc
I

ation — one that allowed
i rants to stay in

the country legal
Adozen years later, with the

number of people crossing the

border illegally at historic highs,

The Mexican l"ialional Guard

near the border with Texas,

cratic president
in Ul“ other direc-
i

the next Dem
maoved entire

m\d Stepl\on \1 |H
tion czar, to end a

gration and \'\uomlur Act

T
that Mr. Trump cited to justi

travel ban on Mu:
“Stephen Mille:
'ﬂ ump Wd led fb

1 count

_md Hﬂlm AI[II‘.RIL lhe
lirector at the National
nt Justice Center
dangerous shif
will “put the United States at
odds with core values and com-
mitments"

Continued on Page Al4

ARIZONA Republica ave added
a tough immigration me asure to
November's ballot. PAGE Al4

Asylum seekers in San Diego after they were processed by U.S. Border Patrol. President Biden is seeking to deler Ll\egal cro. ssmgs.

G.O.P.onSpot Modi’s Party Wins, but It’s Far From a Landslide

To Guarantee

Birth Control

By ANNIE KARNI
WASHINGTON HuusoDen‘.-

e on reproductive rights, an-
nouncing they will seek to force a
vote an legislation to codify the
right to birth contral access na-
tionwide.

The maneuver, through a pro-
cedural m known as a dis-
charge petition, is allbut certain to
fail for lack of Republican support,
but that is by design. Itis partof a
broad election-year push by Dem-
ocrats to highlight Republicans
record of op posing abortion rights
and other reproductive health
choices that voters fear will be
stripped away following the fall of
Roe v. Wade.

“The choice to use birth contrcl
should be yours and yours alone,”
Representative  Katherine M
Clark of Massachusetts, the Dem
ocratic whip, who has held abor-
tion events with 11 members and
candidates across the coun
said at a news wn[e\el\:\eom*
the Capi
she said,
MAGA idealo
American peqj
passed. Ortheycan triple down on
their anti-freedom extren:
full view of the American

The move comes as Senate
Democrats plan to force a vote
hi ek on an identical contra-
«ceptive access bill, which Republi-
cans are expected to block. The
coordinated  legislative  push
shows that Democrats regard ac-
cess o abortion, contraception
and reproductive health options
as their strongest issues on which
to draw a contr with Republi-
cans before the November elec-
tions

Continued on Page Al0

This article is by Mujibh Mashal,
Alex Travelli Hari Kumar. Suhasini
Raj. Sameer Yasir and Progati K.B.

NEW DELHI — Suddenly, the
aura  of invincibilit ound
Narendra Modi has been shat-
tered

In an Indian election in which
his party's a
landslide y Mr. Modi
even repeatedly referred to him-
self as St‘ll[ by God, the results a

mud cml:ocu[ ‘e term as prime
minister, after the E\ecuon Com-
mi :
early Wi
that ke up his coalition had ool-
lectively d ity

A Sobering Result for a
Prime Minister on the
Cusp ofa 3rd Term

mark in liament. It is a feat
that only one other Indian leader
has wccon‘phrhecl ad hi
Bharatiya Janata Party, or B.
gained far more seats than any
ather party.

But instead of a runaway win,
t dozens of se:
elfat the mercy

|>0I| ician notarious lol how often
he has switched sides — to stay in
power, a sharp rev 1a decade
into Mr. Modi's tra rmational
tenure.

As the resulls came into view,
the country's stock markets
plunged.  Opposition
newly unified in what they had
ed an effort to save the coun-
's democracy, rejoiced. And In-
dia, while extending Mr. Modi's
hold on power, learned that
limits to his palitical po-

“Mr. Modi took a more positive

view in astatement on X declaring

that his coalition had won a third
T

\mlunue the good wmk dmm in
the In t decade to keep lulmlma

Prime Minister Narendra Modiof India will need torely on his coalition partners to stay in power.

[N EUROPE, BIDEN
WILL FIND STRIFE
AND SOLIDARITY

SPLIT ON WAR IN GAZA

Allies Unite on Ukraine
but Worry About U.S.
Support for [srael

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
and PETER BAKER
PARIS — When President Bi-
den lands in France on Wednes-
day, he will be rallying European
eaders to hisside and showcasing
the resolve he ha I1elpﬂu tofoster

be defying the
and standing
wirtu ng Western
democracies still firm
of Israel as it wage:

When DMr. Biden
France for the 80th anniversa
the D-Day invasion, it will be I
first time in Europe since the Oct.
7 terrorist attack led by Ham:
which killed 1200 p"ﬂplc inl
and brought A militar
that has killed about 36 000 |}ﬂop\<‘
in Gaza. Next week, he will return
to Europe for a summit in Italy
with the leaders of the Group of T
nations, and three weeks after
that he will b the T5th anniver-
mit of NATO nations in
hington.

The series of meetings will put
Mr. Biden in a position he has nat
experiencedsince becoming pres-
ident: He will be embraced and
izolated at the same time by the
group of allies he has courted for
nearly four years. For a president
who has emphasized his support
for Americas traditonal alli-
it represents a challenge
that will test his diplomatic skills
niliar wa

Gan undermines the moral
clarity of the argument the
ke about Ukraine" s
i a professor of | omlml-
icsat the City 'Ulmm
of New York and a longtime

t of Middle East affairs \\ha
has been critical of ae]
ernment. “The Gaza war makes
that storyalot less compellingtoa
lot of people.”

IvaDaalder, who was an ambas-
sador to NATO under President
Barack Obama, acknowledged the

in Gaza.
arrives in

ms tobe slightly con-
tradictory to be making on
ment on Russia and another arg
ment on Israe id Mr. Daalder,
who now serves as president of
the Chicago Council on Global Af-
fairs. "But the situations are dif-
ferent. One was attacked, and the
other did the attacking. It's pretty
hig"

The European allies, w ||J1'|ﬁc|u—
ple of notable exceptions,
been strangly aligned with W
ington for mare thi L
the n‘ulllm mm\

litments to Ky

But the Europeans have grown. ||1-
creasingly critical of how Israel
conducting its operation in Ga
aver the pastnine months, e
the BIJ”II administration h
jected effortsby the chief prosecu-
tor at the International Criminal

Continued on Page A5

Insiders Warn of OpenAl's Reckless Race to No. 1 Top Music Producer Accused of Rape in Lawsuit

SAN FRANCISCO — A group
of DpenAl i lers is blowing the
whistle on what the isa

culture of reckless-
r
KEVIN

ness and secrecy
RODSE

at the San Fran-
cisco icial
intelligence com-

THESHIFT

s ever created.

The group, which includes nine
current and former OpenAl
employees, has rallied in recent

Whistle-Blowers Allege
Profits Eclipse Safety

ed concerns

has not done
enough to prevent its A.L sy:
ng dangerous.

days around s!

\\hu\ll started as a nonprofit
rchlab and burst into pub-
I|' view with the 2022 release of

ChatGPT, is putting a priori
profits and growthas it
build artificial general inte.
gence, or A.GI, the industry
term for a computer program
capable of doing anything
human can.
They alzo claim that OpenAl
has used hardball tactics to
prevent workers from voicing
their concerns about the technol-
ogy, including restrictive nondis-
paragement agreements that
Continued on Page AI3

By BEN SISARIO

Terius Gesteelde-Diamant, a
top songwriter and producer for
Beyonce, Rihannaand other stars
under the name The-Dream, has
been accused of rape and sexual
battery in alawsuit filed on Tues-

formed as Channii Monroe
in her suit that in 2015, Mr
teelde-Diamant used promi
promate her career to Gllmll?\{‘

Denying Claims Made
by Former Protégée

her in an abusive relationship in
which he repeatedly forced her to
have sex, strangled her and once
made a video recording of an inti-
mate encounter and threatened to
show it to othe

As The-Dream, My Gesteelde-
Diamant is ane of the most power-

ful producers behind the scenes of

the music industry, an eight-time
Gramr Award  winner  who
helped make some of the biggest

pop and R&B hits of the last two

decades, including Rihann:
mbmlh " Justin  Biebe
Baby" and M I
"Touch My Bo
He has forged a particularly

«close creative bond with Beyoncé,

credited as a writer and producer

on her signature female-empaomw-
Continied on Page Al8

BUSIN

LSS B1-5

The number of Chine:
shrinking and pos

China’s Disappearing Internet

‘e being removed
and censored, stoking fears about an

ites is

ARTSC1-6

Shakespeare Out on the Town

While the Delacorte Theater i z
renovated, a musical version of “The

eing

being performed in

erasure of histary PAGE Bl h, istouring some
paces PAGEC)
U.S. Wind Energy in Trouble NATIONAL A9-20 S it pe FOOD D1-3
A 2022 climate law was expected to set . . eeing Hfim in the funny Fages . .
off a boom in renewable energy. So far, Overdoses in Senior Homes A crap of appr entice cartoons from the Extra-Special Summer Classics

The former Chez Panisse chef David
Tanis puts his spin on a well-known

nal bill of fare: a salad, a burger
(above) and a crumble. PAGE D2
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In Baltimore, the hardest-hit are Black
men in their 505 to 703, a group that a
changing economy left behind. PAGEAN

that's only come partly true. PAGE Bl

ance. PAGEAY

they're heading back I
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The N.H.L. in Salt Lake City

Pro sports are embracing smaller mar-
kets in their search for newer arer
and more devoted fan ba: PauE B

Britain’s Race Just Got Mtxsler

Trump [s ‘in Our Community’
The former president's conviction

stirred mixed emotions for some with
criminal records
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an architect of Brexi
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VIDED TheTimes traced the whereabouts of 46
Ukrainian chillren who were taken from a
foster home by Russian officials. What hap-
pened tothem next, legal experts say, may
amount to a war crime. Times journalists
explained their reparting at nytimes.com fvideo.

AuDIO On “The Interview," David Marchese spoke
with the indie movie filmmaker Richard Link-
later about his directorial departure in “Hit
Man." Listen at nytimes.com podeasts.

The Story Behind the Story

A Tipping Point for Ticketmaster, and Music Fans

David McCabe joined “The Daily’
to explain the government’s lawsuit
against Ticketmaster's owner.

Over the past few years, few companies
have provoked as much anger among mu-
sic fans as Ticketmaster. Frustrations came
to a head in the fall of 2022 when fans
struggled tosecure tickets to the pop singer
Taylor Swift's Eras Tour. In January 2023, a
top executive from Live Nation Entertain-
ment — the concert giant that owns Ticket-
master — was grilled during a Senate
Judiciary hearing over the company's
handling of sales for Ms. Swift's tour. Sena-
tors from both parties called Live Nation a
manopaly.

Now, the Justice Department is secking
to break up Live Nation in a new lawsuit.
David McCabe, whacovers technology
palicy for The New York Times, joined “The
Daily" podcast to explain how the case
could reshape thelive entertainment indus-
try. Here is an edited and condensed ex-
«cerpt from his conversation with the
episode's host, Sabrina Tavernise

David, help us understand how things have
gotten to this point, where Live Nation is so
powerful that the Justice Department feels
the need to sue them.
This company has a long history with the
Justice Department. That really starts in
2009, when Live Nation and Ticketmaster
announce that they are going to merge
This merger would marry Live Nation's
concert promaotion business, the business of
putting on shows, with Ticketmaster's
experience as an online ticketing platform.
A big part of the Justice Department's job
iz tolook at corporate mergers to figure out
if they will substantially lessen competition
in theeconomy. So the Justice Department
reviews this merger, and in 2010 decides
they will let this merger go through. But
they do have some concerns that it might
reduce competition in the industry of ticket-
ing, o they put conditions on the deal,
requiring the company to sell some assets
to kind of lessen its footprint. The merger
goes through, creating the modern day Live
Mation-Ticketmaster combination.

Just how big has the company actually
become? Give me some numbers.

Every year, they sell about 600 million
tickets. The Department of Justice esti-
mates that in the United States, Live Nation
controls about 80 percent of ticketing to
major venue concerts. That's a big percent-
age. They also own or control in excess of
250 venues, including a big percentage —
the Justice Department s — of major
amphitheaters, the outdoor concert venues
that are in between a nightclub and a foot-
ball stadium in terms of size.

They manage hundreds of artists. They
have this direct relationship with artists.
This company is wide and it i deep into
this industry. The Justice Department says
that it's the “gatekeeper for the delivery of
nearly all live music in America today”

But as we know from other Justice Depart-
ment cases — like the cases against Apple
and Google — being big is not in and of itself
aproblem.

That's right. Where companies run afoul of

HARUN =
Joe Berchtold, a Live Nation executive, testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee in 2023,

ARG [ THE TEW 10K TINE:

5 o

In May 2023, erowds gathered outside of MetLife Stadium in New Jersey for a Taylor Swift show.

the law is when they use their powerasa
monopoly against their competitors in
aorder to stay powerful or get more power-
ful The Justice Department says that Live
MNation has built acomplex machine to do
just that.

What does the Justice Department say that
Live Nation is able to dobecause it is sobig?
The most prominent allegation is that Live
MNation uses its power as a concert pro-
mater to entrench its pawer in ticketing.
‘When you put together a concert, apro-
mater warks with an artist to hook the
show. They book the show at a venue. And
that venue, for all of its shows, has to
choose a ticketing provider, a digital hox
office where people can buy their way into
the shows.

‘What the Justice Department is arguing
here is that Live Nation is able to wield its
big artists as a cudgel to force venues to use
Ticketmaster, its tic keting service. The
Justice Department says that inanin-
stance in which a venue switched away
from using Ticketma Live Nation
routed tours around that venue, which
means less money for that venue and a
problem for their business.

Basically, Live Nation is saying, “Look, if you
want Taylor Swift in your little amphitheater,

you're going to have to use Ticketmaster.
It's Ticketmaster or no Taylor Swift."
That is effectively the behavior the Ji
Department is arguing has happened.
They'resaying that Live Nation does this in
wveiled ways and that, more important, it's
really understood by venues throughout
the industry that if you don't use Ticket-
‘master, you really risk out on losing impor-
tant Live Nation-managed tours. And then
when these venues dochoose Ticketmaster,
Live Nation locks them into these exclusive
ticketing contracts, which can last for as
long as 14 years.

‘What else is the Justice Department
alleging?

That Live Nation uses its power 1
owner of venues to get away with paying
artists less money, that because Live Na-
tion controls so many certain types of ven-
ues, there are instances in which an artist's
tour might largely be dominated by Live
Nation-owned venues. The Justice Depart-
ment is arguing that Live Nation knows
that artists don't have a lot of other options
for where toplay their concerts and, asa
result, can pay those artists less

Listen to all episades of “The Dally’ at
Tytime s com/padoasts.

Today’s Top Trending Headlines

A Headline From History

NEWSLETTER Inarecent Race /Related newsletter, James
Poniewazik, the chief TV eritic for The Times,
discussed the retumn of “We Are Lady Parts,” Opinion | The Verdict Is In onthe Supreme Court For Times TOURISM, NEARING
about o punk band of Muslim women in Lon- Opinion, the columnist Maureen Dowd shared her views on the 1
don. Subscribe at myfimes.com/newslelters. country's highest court in the wake of Donald I, Trump's 34 felony ARECO RD, FILLS
counts, as conservatives post upside-down American flags in solidarity
— the same flag found flying over Justice Samuel A. AlitoJr! rginia NEW YORK HOTELS
home in 2021 The article garnered more than 1,500 reader comments. June 5, 1979, New York City's hotel sccupancy was
IbramX. Kendi Faces a Reckoning of His Own  In 2020, Thram X. averaging 80 percent as industry leaders hailed “the
Quaote of the Day Kendi, the author of *How to Be an Antiracist,” galvanized Ameri- higgest tourism hoom in the city's history" The

«cans with his ideas, but four years later, he has become a prime target in
the backlash over racial justice. “The vast majority of my critics either
haven't read my work orwillfully misrepresent it he told Rachel Poser,
an editor for The New York Times Magazine, who spoke with the authaor
over aperiod of several months for this article.

Times reported. The New York Convention and
Visitors Bureau expected the total number of vis-
itors to break the record of 17 million set the year
before. But one hotel executive told The Times that
the boom was fueled by business travelers and
‘benefiting only lixury hotels — where a room was
about §75 a day — while hotels offering cheaper
accommodations were scarce. In 2023, the average
daily rate for a room in New York City was $301.61,
according to CoStar, a provider of commercial real
estate data and analysis. More than 62 million peo-
ple visited the city last year.

“Imade it.”

BILLBECKER, U5, @ tap-turm 1 gunner on cavert missions for America’s Office of
Strategic Services during World War IT, an be ing able tamake the return trip to
France this weele 80 years after Allied armies imuded the beac hes of Normandy in
adefinitive herning point of the war: Page A4

As China's Internet Disappears, ‘We Lose Parts of Our Collective
Memory' Writing for The New New World column, Li Yoan ex-
plared the “parallel online universe” that people in China seemtolive in

s they discover that, with websites and posts removed and censored,
their internet has been shrinking. She conducted her own experiment
with search results on China's internet entrepreneurs, political leaders

and consequential events.

At This School, the Students Live Entirely for Music For a vear,

Joshua Barone, the assistant classical music and dance editor on the
Culture desk and the photographer James Estrin followed five Curtis
Institute of Music students in Philadelphia as they made friends,
pushed their artistry and stared down an uncertain future.
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Facts of Interest

Fewer than 200 velerans
of the Allied invasion of
MNormandy, which marked
a tuming point in World
War I1, are still alive and
sound enough to attend this
vear’s D-Day reunion in
France.

Marking 50 Years After D-Day With
A'Last Hurral' a4

Recipes can't be
trademarked, but some can
be ruled trade secrets, like
the farmula for Dr Pepper ar
KFC'’s 11 herbs and spices.
Know Yowr Brands? Take the Quiz. p3
In Salt Lake City, the future
home of the N.HLs Arizona
Cayotes, fans have paid
deposits for more than
30,000 tickets in an arena
that seats about half of

that number.

In NHL.5 Move to Utah, the Pros
Again Ga Small 5a

The Los Angeles Times
Junior Club — the youth
arganization behind the
newspapers Sunday
supplement for creative
warks by kids — served asa
laboratary for budding
artists including Philip
Guston and Bill Zaboly.

Philip Gustor's Teenage Cartoons ct

China is home to nearly
one-fifth of the world's
online population. Yet the
number of websites using
Chinese language make up
only 1.3 percent of the global
total, down from 4.3 pereent
in 2013,

Ching's Internet History? Deleted. B1

While just7 percent of
Baltimore's population,
Black men currently in their
mid-50s to early 70s
account for neardy 30
percent of drug fatalities in
the city.

As Baltimor Struggles With
Crisis, Overdoses Clain
Forgotten Generation At
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Reader Corner

Callout: Did you enroll in Georgias Pathways program?

Last year, Georgiabegan a program called
Pathways toCoverage, which allows lower-
income residents to secure Medicaid health
insurance if they complete 80 hours each
‘maonth of professional, academic or commu-
nity activities. People who are working part
time or full time, have completed communi-
ty service or are pursuing a college educa-
tion can qualify. They can mix the different
activities to be eligible. Pathways is the
only Medicaid work requirement program
in the country.

Hyou or can share
about the program, The Times would like to
Tear from you. Did state officials help with
your application? What kind of work did you
complete to secure eligibility? Didyour cov-
erage help you get medical needs taken care
of 2 We're also eager to talk to health care
providers, peaple wha have formerly enrolled
andthose who have attempted to enroll

Tashare your experience with Pathways, fillout
Jorm at nytime & We willnot publish
your response without ¢ an lacting you first

Pop Qu

Test your travel knowledge: Where in the world is this scene?

A recent Instagram postfrom New York Times Travel asked readers toidentify this place
by its scenery. Can you? Here's a hint: This city was founded by the Dutch East India
Company in the 17th century as a refreshment station, replenishing passing ships.
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Fallaw New York Times Travel or Instagram: @rytimestravel.
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The Athletic

Expertly crafted
storytelling that

Here to Help
How to Stay Safe in Extreme Heat

brings sports to life.

NOW INCLUDED WITH YOUR
NEW YORK TIMES ALL ACCESS OR

‘With warmer temperatures comes a great-
er potential for heat-related illnesses. We
asked emergency room doctors what the
public should know about extreme heat.
NINAAGRAWAL

Heat-related illnesses range in severity.
Mild heat illnesses include heat rash;
swelling in the hands and feet; muscle
cramps; and fainting episodes. People with
heat exhanstion have more severe symp-
toms, like headache, nausea and dizziness.
Heat stroke, which can be caused by
eXposure to extreme heat or strenuous
exertionin high temperatures, is less com-
mon but much more dangerous. The hall-
mark signs are a core body temperature
above 104 degrees; and confusion, seizures
aor other mental status changes in the con-
text of extreme heat exposure. The condi
tion can lead to brain damage, muscle
breakdown and kidney failure.

Cooling and fluids are essential. If you're
showing signs of heat-related illness, et
into a cool environment and hydrate —
quickly. This may be as simple as hopping
into a car, cranking up the air-conditioner
and drinking something cool

Take offlayers or restrictive clothing. If
you're out on a hike or at the beach, find
shade or get in the water. If you areindoors,
take a cold shower and tum on a fan.

If you'rereally dehydrated and feeling
sick, sports drinks or water with salt tablets
will help restore electralytes like sodium
that you lose by sweating and that are
needed to maintain fluid balance,

Minutes matter. If you have tried cooling
down and drinking fluids, but the symp-
toms haven't improved in a half-hour or are
getting worse, go to the emergency room.
Also seek immediate care if you or some-
one you know is having heat-related symp-

RICHARD TES

toms and is not able to get out of the heat,
seems disoriented oris having seizures. If
heat stroke isn't recognized and treated

quickly, it can cause deterioration rapidly.

Children and older people are more suscep-
tible. Children tend to heat up faster, but
they lack mechanisms to compensate be-
cause their systems are immature, They
sweeat less for example, and they may not
hydrate enough.

Older people are morelikely to have
«chronic medical conditions like diabetes,
kidney disease and heartfailure that inter-
fere with the body's ability toregulate
temperature and balance fluids. And treat-
‘ments for some of these conditions, like
blood pressure medications or diuretics,
«can impair the body's ability to compensate
forextreme heat.

Adjust your routine. When temperatures
surge, smart choices can make a big differ-
ence. Avoid physical activity outdoors
during the hottest part of the day, if you
«can. (Check your local weather forecast to
make a plan. ) When you do go out, wear
loosefitting, light-colored clothing, which
will absorb less heat and help keep your
‘body cool. And stay hydrated, even when
youdon't feel thirsty.

For health advice, visit nytimes.com/well.
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average age of the veterans is about 100, “Itsvery emotional,” said the airport director, Maryline Haize-Hagron. “It's such an honor to be able to welcome them back!”

Marking 80 Years After D-Day With a ‘Last Hurrah’

Week of Celebrations
For Aging Veterans

By CATHERINE PORTER

DEAUVILLE, France — For many, it
will be the last big commemaoration. The
last reunion.

Eighty vears after Allied armies in-
vaded the beaches of Normandy, mark-
ing a definitive turning point in World
‘War I, those veterans who are still alive
andsound enoughareexpected toreturn
to France this week from the United
States, Britain and Canadatocommemo-
l'a]teme moment — gingerly, slowly, hap-
pily.

They number less than 200. Their av-
erage age is about 100.

As some of the veterans arrived on
Maonday, descending from a hulking 767
onto the tarmac of the small Deauville
airport — sometimes helped by multiple
aides — many of those there to greet
them grew teary in between their bursts
of applause.

For a place saturated in the history of
that grand landing, when some 156,000
Allied soldiers arrived on the coast and
began to push the ooccupying Germans
outof Normandy and then out of the rest
of France, there is a deep sense of nostal-
gla

“It's very emotional," said the airport
director, Maryline Haize-Hagron, who
like most Normandy natives, has aninti-
mate story of D-Day. Her grandfather
Henri Desmet, after watching American
parachutists land in the marshes near
his farm on June 6, used his Qat-bottom
boat to row dozens to dry land so they
oould continue fighting.

“It's such an honor to be able to wel-
come them back," she said.

Mr. Desmet, like most witnesses, is
dead now. And this anniversary comes at
atime that feels darkly critical —there is
a war in Europe, far-right movements
are gaining ground across the continent,
there iz a shifting politics of anger.

The veterans, for their part, have indi-
vidual reasons for returning. Some come
to honor their fallen comrades. Others
want to enjoy the pageantry of it all, one
last time.

“These people love us so much. It's
overwhelming)" said Bill Becker, 98 mo-
ments after his arrival on the tarmac,
where alarge crowd of children and dig-
nitaries, including France's first lady,
Brigitte Macron, greeted him.

Mr. Becker was a top-turret gunner on
covert missions for America’s freshly
created Office of Strategic Services —
the predecessor tothe CLA. His crew de-
livered supplies and secret agents to Re-
sistance members behind enemy lines,
flying a black B-24 Liberator on moonlit
nights.

His suitcase had been set out in his
bungalow in a retirement community in
Hemet, Southern California, for months
— a totem of hope that he'd retumn to
France, despite his myriad health issues.

“I made it" he said with a tired smile.

Ifthis is tobe the lastbig commemaora-
tion of the fallen — and celebration of lib-
erty — to feature somany veterans, then
it will also be the biggest. The program
for the week of events across a 50-mile
stretch of beaches nns more than 30
pages — with concerts, parades, para-
chute drops, convoys and ceremonies.
President Emmanuel Macron of France
is presiding over eight commemorations
in three days. Two dozen heads of state
are expected, including the Ukrainian
president, Volodymyr Zelensky.

On the tarmac at Deauville, an Ameri-
can Army band played jazz-swing clas-
sics, and members of the Fourth Infantry
Division formed an honor guard. A group
of World War IT history enthusiasts stood
by their antique army jeeps, wearing 80-
vear-okl uniforms. Children from a
nearby elementary school waved Ameri-
canand French flags.

Emerging from the aircraft, each vet
eranwas presented tothe crowd viabull-
hom. Some saluted. Others waved.

“I'm going to be 100," one yelled trium-
phantly.

Abattalion of wheelchairs awaited the
wvelerans' arrival.

“This is going to be the last hurrah"
said Kathryn Edwards, who, along with
her husband, Donnie Edwards, runs the
Best Defense Foundation, a nonprofit
that shepherded 48 American veterans
to Normandy for a nineday commemao-
ration trip.

“Everything we do now, we want to
blow their socks off," Ms. Edwards said.

The first time Mr. Edwards brought
four World War 11 veterans to France to
commemarate D-Day, in 2006, they
jumped into the back of his rented van,
were able to climb steps into rooms in a
chiteau and ate al whatever restaurant
they could find. At the time, Mr. Edwards
was a professional foothall player with
the San Diego Chargers who enjoyed at-
tending re-enactment camps for World
‘War I1 battles during the off-season.

Seeinghow crowds cheered as the vet-
erans passed in parades through small
villages in Normandy and the Nether-
lands, he decided he needed to bring oth-
ers back.

“Every vetneedsto come back andex-
perience this," Mr. Edwards said. "To
knaow what they did is still respected and
honored.” He continued for yvears todo so
out of his own pocket. Then in 2018, he
and his wife founded the foundation.

Over the years, the Edwardses have
had to make changes. No more vans. No
maore stairs. No more last-minute restau-
rants, where food might upset a 100-
wear-old constitution.

This year, the veterans are accompa-
nied by a medical staff of 15, including a

physiotherapist and a urologist.

Every veteran is partnered with aper-
sonal caregiver. The schedule has been
lightened to offer more rest time

The French government's intention
was to shave down ceremonies to an
hour so that they'd be less taxing for the
centenarians, said Michel Delion, a re-

Taking a last opportunity
to personally thank the
men who liberated France.

tired army general who is helping to run
the anniversary program, called Mission
Libération.

Even for France — whose president
has anofficial “memarial adviser" — the
stretch of land along the landing beaches
takes commemoration to a whole next
level. The sides of the thin roads aredot-
ted with commemorative plaques, stat-
ues and funerary markers. Roundabouts

W YosK

are decorated with antique tanks and
other war equipment. The voung faces of
fallen soldiers look down from lamppost
standards.

This week, the locals have pulled out
their D-Day decorations. Even more
flags — American, British, Canadian,
French — flutter.

Every little village has its own dead
andits own story of liberation.

In the relatively small region of Calva-
dos, home to four of the five landing
‘beaches, there are 600 commemorations
planned, according to Stéphane Bredin,
the top government administrator there.

“It'sthe last time these places will wel-
came their veterans," Mr. Bredin said.

Many worry about what will happen
once the old soldiers are gane.

“It's a question we've asked ourselves
for along time," said Marc Leféevre, who,
as mayor of Ste-Mere-Eglise for 30
years, oversaw many joyful reunions be-
tweenlocals and American veteranswho
had fought in the vicinity. The answer?
“Honestly, I don't know" he admitted

But, given the density of memarial
sites andmuseums inthe area, he said he
hoped that the story of June 6, 1944,

AETRTIA VANCON FOR THE NEWI Y RE
Above, Col. Joseph Peterburs, 99, an
Air Force veteran, arriving in
Deauville. Bill Becker, 98, left, t
part in covert missions for the Of

of Strategic Services. “These people
love us so much,” he said.

would endure.

Denis Peschanski, a historian whois in
charge of Mission Libération's 15-mem-
berscientific advisory board, said D-Day
had become so woven into France's iden-
tity that the memory would remain even
when the veterans were gone.

“There's the revolution,” he said, refer-
Ting to the 1789 averthrowing of the an-
cien régime, “and the landing during
‘World War 11, when we worked together
to fight the Nazis. It's fundamental.”

The memories of veterans are increas-
ingly disjointed and faded with time.
Many didnt talk about the war until
vears after, if at all.

Mr. Becker was sworn to secrecy until
the 1980s, when information about his
unit — known as the carpetbaggers —
was declassified.

‘When he landed at Harrin gton Airfield
in Englandin early 1945, about L0 months
after D-Day and following months of
training in the United States, he and his
crew were taken into a room

“They said to us, 'If you go out of here
and say anything, you'll get shot, "he re-
called. The flight plans into enemy terri-
tory were so sensitive, only the naviga-
tor and pilot knew where they were go-
ing. Mr. Becker's job, from his perch, was
to protect against enemy planes and
antiaircraft guns — critical as the crew
was flying just 400 to 600 feet above
ground and navigating by the light of the
oL

His plane sometimes returned with
bullethalesand tree branches initsbelly.
His second flight was so frightening, he
grew his first white hair “My kneeswere
shaking " he said. He was 19 at the time.

Mr. Becker never told his wife or their
three children what exactly he had done
during the war. Now that he can talk
about it, he wants everyone to know
about the carpetbaggers.

This is his second trip to take part in
the commemorations in Normandy, and
itis particularly poignant as he has been
joined by the only other remaining mem-
ber of his crew — Hewitt Gomez, 99,

For months, Mr. Becker has been talk-
ing about buying a bottle of Champagne
for them to share. A reunion within are-
o,

“1 feel very good that we did some-
thing to help win the war" Mr. Becker
said. “We did something in this world
that made it better”
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War in Ukraine
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Farage Apt to Have Less Impact on British Election Than on Campaign

By MARK LANDLER
LONDON — Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak and the Labour Party
leader Keir Starmer squared off
on Tuesday evening in their fi
debate of Britain's general elec-
tion, but it was a third man, Ni
Farage, who h 7
light in a race defined, until now,
by afading incumbent and arising
opponent

Mr. Farage, a gleeful insurgent
who has long roamed the right-
wing fringes of British politics,
said he would run as a candidate
for Reform UK. a party he co-
founded. That h aken up the
race and threa phon off
votes [r g Cons
tive Party, given Reform UK
strident anti-immigration mes

could breathe entum  into

other Reform UK. candidates,
throwing vet another hurdle into
Mr. Suna path between now
and the vote on July 4

The prime minister is strug-
gling to avert a landslide defeat to
Labour, which has held a double-
digit polling lead over the Conser-
vatives for more than a year.

“The election isov
Labour have won the election;
Mr. Farage said in declaring his
candidacy ina ANnounce-
ribing it as
5t horing general
gn we have ever
Mr. Farage, 60,
said the race needed "gingering
up," and offered himself the
tonic.

Mr. Sunak had called the el
tion on May 2%, several momhl
earlier than expected, in part to
”KP|Jil '1 few glimmers of good

||2th“[u|mUK Proposing a

ane-way f||!|1L's to Rw anda would

esearch fim ‘('ouGa\i which sur-

?20 Though on. Ihﬂ mare |.\U||

|‘Lc-| 'I'.m" B ir in his landslide

For Mr. Farage, an aid,
the decision to run for Parliament
v bepart of a grander strateg
to take over the Conservative
Party after its expected defeat

nl into the ring

EOVErNMEN'S \
Bale, a pl:l"“GI of pahlL= at
Queen M i [ Lon-
don. “On the other, if he Jc)o the
Tories too much damage, those
it in Parliament, and
n some of the party's gr
roots acti swllnpu art to love
him, aren't going to feel too

le added, “a
Il a take-

stile takeover

Whether or not he wins,
ge will electr]

nt, made in adrenchingshower

are ml‘allg the mast disa

'.15 Abboll. a revered figure on

to I}owmlmfme el \LI‘JIUI\I{‘[[H n

prog
e wing |1=c up ta Jefﬂllf\ hﬂl

seat in \mth London, pulling an
end to an episode that distrac

from Labour's theme of "change'
after 14 years of Conservative
government.

Given the size of Labour's
over the Conservatives, ana
said the biggest danger for
Starmer was =mr reated prob-

But Mr Starmer's c
pales next to that of Mr.
who is trying to claw h
back from urlwmn He

ccepting un‘.blellas.
day, Mr. Sulml: |'e\e .

flip b ul ta |e".'<'.|\ '1 L-Inlll.
age. Within minutes, Labour op-
tives had i eaked the video to
list the par on the blank
page.

Angry Clashes in Debate
By Sunak and Starmer

By STEPHEN CASTLE
LD\'DD\' — Tl1e two contend-

descended into ill-te
pered exchanges as the politic
rivals talked over each other.

The confrontation came exactly
amaonth before a pivotal general
election  that | determine
whether the opy ion Labour
n(np' Alize on its strong
d in opinion pdlls and end 14
turbulent years of Conservative-
led gavernment during which the
d five different prime

H‘IIlLl"‘\

Almost ar the debate
started, Prime WMinister Rishi
Sunak claimed that his opponent,
the L. DOUI leader Keir Starmer,
es on Britons by

m nu-
‘Absolute

But Mr. Starm:
reject the claim early in the
broadeast set the tone for
loveed: a solid but defensive per-
formance by the opposition leader
i i nd at times

declared Mr. Sunak a narrow
ictor, although Mr. Starmer was

cable and more
While the debate is
enificant nu

||Ehlv\u12
wauld run in the el

For Mr. Starr
jecti was to

llon an Ju
say he is on cour
comfortabl
There was no knockout blaw in
s hourlong which
was filmed in front of a studio :
dience in Salford, near Man chs
ter, and was the first of twosched-
ised contests hetween
Mr. Starmer.
ted but at timy
Sunak
in pushing his point,
cusing Labour of having no plans
for government and often talking
over Mr. Starmer, despite pleas for
n from Julie Etchingham, the

opumon pJH~
to win, perhaps

0T

But Mr. Sunak struggled to de-
fend the Conservative Party's 14-
year governing record, and Mr
Starmer ridiculed his failure to cut
waiting lists for treatment of more
than seven million procedures in
& stem, as he had

“There were 72 million, there
are now 7 million. He th
ng do

‘They are coming down from
were when they were
Sunak replied, to

Imzhm from the audience.
Inafamiliar exchange of claims
and counterclaims, Mr. Starmer
aid that the government had
st contral” of the ecanomy, add-
ing that it was ordin

peaple

ROLEITY, VA B

Keir Starmer, Britain's Labour Party leader, and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak held their first televised debate on Tuesday evening.

Tlm onus this tul.k Imd been on

Ei\m. wha woll.f.-d in Downing

the leader

ic partofth; he
plans to contest in the general
election.

Playing on his reputation as a
political disrupter, Mr. Fara

pealked to voters to send him to
Parliament “to be a bloody nui-
t all bystanders were

\10\\e\'o| and one pro-

vhat u|)|>".lt"d to be

allowed each
IJml would Ihen be \:lﬂd on by
ge ap- Par

immigration had not been
ed and that net migration

At one pJIIll during Tues.

bour of having no plan to curb the
number of a EERErS CT0;

the English Channel on small
. And he hin thathe would
be willing to take Britain out of in-
ternational agreem if he were

to Temy;

thwarted inl

[ those arriving on the Briti
coq. on - one- flights 1o
Rwanda.

\‘ll <n|11'o| described Hml
sche: an expensiv
II.K‘IL md acked Mr ?un"d
over the surge in Ics.\l immig
tion since the 201
tion. “The prime n
‘It's too high,'" Mr.
adding,

By JOHN ELIGON
ESB"RG — Jacob
1 career could have
ended when he was forced to re-
s s ago as South Afri-
T COTTUption al-

D\ it could have ended when he
was criminally charged for taking
bribes, orwhen he was indictedon
rape chai or when he went to
jailfor contempt of court, or when
spended from the Afri-
ss, South Al-
long ruling governing pai
But Mr Iull..\, EZ has i .p\

i polm:al_mv
nificant power to de-

now

termine whao \\'ul\ lead lll‘:‘ count

Zuma bﬂa.m six
umKhonto weSizwe, or
finished third in last we
lection, upendin

pali G c2

thl majority for the fi time
since the country's democracy be-
ganin 1994,
Mr Zuma
achieve what analy:
cal riva th
turn to politics

punishing an A.N.C. that he be-
s turned against him, and
' Cyril

Rnl “1|.)|lOn1 his former depu
bvkom AR

ing the A N E Im’l Uﬂen gmn
criminals wha al mone;
hide it under the mattress

was a reference to a

whichmaore than half amillion dol-
lars was stolen from
of Mr. Ramap ha

properties

The AN.C. remains the
wst popular party, winning
40 percent of the vo[e But that
l\l embarrassing 1 |“‘I cent-
e from the previous

inat 4.5
it would

not enter
with

nanstarter
Evenafter Mr.
ceeded the expect
pallsters and an
lenging the £
i i oe pub-
3 taral
colluded with the
the mln Mr. Zuma
VOTL

ng, obviot
Duduzile Zuma,
one of Mr. Zuma's daught aid
in an interview. But with

he 1

court

m
viction for failing to testify befo

a corruption inquiry. This also
made him ineligible for the presi-
use the president must

s new i
name from the AN.C
wing during the fight ag
apartheid. In that era, Mr. Zuma
served as an underground i-
tant wi .m l|lt‘\\ ing;

Robben [
Mandela, and serw
from exile after he was 2
During the ftransition out of
apartheid in the e 905
i1

Jacob Zuma, part of the A N.C.

for years, resigned as pr’c\\donl in D18 amid a carr uption inquiry.

\e'l'*d president, Thabo Mbeki,

fan A
[l _hiIE"d(lIIl‘IIﬁHL’IIlthI\.

home, but hewas :wcquitl:‘il ar}m- a

faction within the AN.C. He be-

2007 and the nation's plesud@lﬂ in
2008,

Natal He was also accused of al-
lowing friends and assaciates to
loot governm

After he 1
sure in 2018,
long public
tion during
was sente
prison for ref
fore the inqu

M na's supporters took to
reets in protest in 202
.mm. and um:lon it

tenure. Mr. Zuma
15 months in
ing to testify be-

s lit up
parts of the country withthe waorst
noe the end of apartheid
0 peaple died in the un-
caused an estimated
b billion in damage:

Zuma served about two
in prison before he was re-
ased on medical parol
While South Africans

&

re gener-

1
s show that Mr. Ramaphosa is
more popular than Mr. Zu
irvey by Ipsos South Afri

second highest job approva

Look Lour corruption within the
said Mr. Zuma failed dur-
ing nine yes ident and
mare than un e decades in top
leadership of the governir arty
to drastically change circu
stances for poor Black South Al
can:

“People could rightly ask, wl
vou propagate all of these
all along," Mr. Mkhabela

ANC. leaders e not ruled
out reuniting with Mr. Zum
form a government. Some South
Africans are worried that corrup-
tion would thrive if that were to
happen.

But to Mr. Zum I ppOrters,
the cmmpluan allegations are
baseles ich like former Presi
dent Dor Id J. Trump, M
hasbeenable to tumn trial
vestigations  into @
strength. He paints hir E
wictim of sinister forces trying to

take him down bec
"h.m‘pnnmz the poor.

Re. Ngcobo, a regional co-
K. in K\\ nZqu-
Zuma is “ju
tending I

to

o

o\{hmml hl

welcomed many times at
l , and Hn[
Mr. Zur
of the Black major ir
‘When Mr. Zuma launched M K.,
Mr. Ngcobo, 4. id he left the
hutchery and de ry husinesses
he owmed to volunteer for the
party full time.
With Mr. Zuma, he
hope and the future

aid, "1 see
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War in the Middle East

Anguish as Gaza Waits
For a Cease-Fire Deal

No Final Word From Israel or Hamas

This article is by Bilal Shbair,
Hiba Yazbek, Adam Rasgon and M i-
chael Levenson

GAZA STRIP — After eight
months of devastating bombard-
ment by Israeli forces, some
Gazans are urging Hamas to ac-
cept acease-fire plan outlined by
President Biden, but many re-
main deeply skeptical that the
United States, as Israel'schiefally,
would truly bring an end to the
war.

"1 am hopeful that Hamas will
accept this deal said Ayman
Skeik, a 3l-year-old merchant
driven out of his home in Gaza
City by the fighting. “But Iam still
scared it would not be achieved.”

Like other Gazans, Mr. Skeik,
who is now sheltering in Deir al-
Balah in central Gaza, said he had
grown frustrated by the long and
generally fruitless cease-fire
talks. He noted pointedly that
months ago, in February, E
densuggested that a deal was im-
minent

“The United States used tohave
a strong word when it wanted to
stop any crisis in the world,” Mr.
Skeik said. “But nowadays, Iseea
different thing”

Speaking atthe White Houseon
Friday, Mr. Biden said that Hamas
‘was no longer capable of carrying
out a major terrorist attack on Is-
rael like the one on Oct. 7 and that

L Bi-

Gazans and Israelis
look to the U.S. to
force an agreement.

it was "time to end this war"
He described what he said w

would secure the release of the re-
maining hostages seizedon Oct. 7
and ultimately lead to the “cessa-
tion of hostilities permanently”
and the rebuiding of Gaza.

Hamas has said it was respond-
ing “paositively,"butit has kept Pal-
estinians i suspense  about
whether it will formally agree.

On Tuesday, Sami Abu Zuhri, &
member of nas's political bu-
reau, accused Israel of not being
serious about a deal and said the
White House was putting pres-
sure on Hamas despite "knowing
that the problem lies" with the Is-
raelis.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu suggested on Monday
that he was open to a42-ay pause
in the fighting, embracing at least
part of the first phase of the three-
part plan described by Mr. Biden,
according to a person who at-
tended a closed-door discussion
he held with Israeli lawmakers

But publicly, Mr. Netanyahu has
neither accepted nor rejected the
proposal, and he has continued to
insist that Israel will not stop
fighting in Gaza until Hama

governing and military capabili-
ties are destroy

He is under

two far-right members of his coali-
tion who have threatened tobring
down his government if he agrees
toendthe war without eliminating
Hamas

Bilal Shbair

mporlca from the

Nuzareth, and Adam Rﬂsgo
Jerusalem. David E. Sanger
lien Breeden and Edward Wong
contributed reporting

Those political complications
have given rise toquestions about
where the Israelis truly stand on
the cease-fire plan outlined by Mr.
Biden — even though the pre:
dent has described them as the
plan's author:

A spokesman for the foreign
ministry of Qatar, which has been
acting as a key mediator in the
cease-fire negotiations, said on
Tuesday that it had delivered the
proposal outlined by Mr. Biden to
Hamas and that it was making its
“best efforts to finalize an agree-
ment."

But the spakesman, Majed al-
Ansa ""We are waiting for a
clear Teraeli position that repre-
sents the entire government inre-
sponse to the U.S's Gaza pro-
posal”

Mr. Biden's decision to publichy
disclose the proposal appeared to
be an effort to pressure both Ha-
mas and Mr Netanyahu to come
to an agreement. It came as ten-
sions have been building between
the American president and the
Israeli prime minister over Is-
rael's prosecution of the war,
which has killed more than 36,000
people n Gaza and has led to an
acute humanitarian crisis there,
according to the territory’s health
officials.

On Tuesday, those tensions
burst into the open again when
Time magazine pubh;hed an in-
terview with Mr. Biden in which
he suggested that Mr. Netanyahu
might be prolonging the war to
hald on to office.

“There is every reason for peo-
ple to draw that conclusion, Mr
Biden said in the interview, which
wias conducted on May 28, three
days before he gave his speech de-
tailing what he described as the
Israeli cease-fire plan.

On Tuesd
White House national security
spokesman, said that Mr. Biden
was simply “referencing what
many eritics have said."
ut for our part,” Mr. Kirby
said, “we're going to make sure
that Israel has what it needs to
continue toeliminate the threat by
Hamas. Andwe're goingtocontin-
ue to work with the prime min-
ister and the war cabinet to try to
get this propasal over the finish
line

Asked by a reporter in Wash-
|\1glm1m1'{‘uesM\ if Mr. Netanya
huwas “playing politics" with the
war, Mr. Biden said: “I don't think
s0. He's trying to work out a seri-
ous problem he has"

But Mr. Netanyahu is widely
seen both at home and abroad as
concerned that an end to the con-
flict could lead to the collapse of
his government — especially in
light of investigations into how Is-
rael ignored evidence that Hamas
was preparing for the attack on
Oct. 7 that killed about 1 200 peo-
ple, according to Israeli officials,
and how slowly Israel's defense
forces responded

Adding tointernation al calls for
aceasefire, President Emmanuel
Macron of France expressed his
support for the plan outlined by
Mr. Biden ina phone call with Mr
anyahu on Tuesday, Mr. Ma-
cron's office said.

During the call, Mr. Macron “re-
iterated his appeal to Hama
whose responsibility is ove
whelming, to accept this agree-

For the families of some hos-
tages still held in Gaza, the wait
for a deal is anguishin;
scribed a vicious cycle of raised
hopesthen dashed

“It's incredibly frustrating to
have this yo-vo experience once
again" said Lee Siegel, the
‘brother of Keith Siegel, a 65-year-
old Israeli-America hostage.

“Every day that goes by, it be-
comes exponentially more diffi-
cult to continue with hope."

Mr. Siegel said he was particu-
larly fearful for his brother be-

MASED T
cause he was found last year to
have highblood pressure

“His absence weighs on us ev-
ery minute, every hour, every
day,” he said. “Each day he isn't

M
From top, Palestinian women
searching for their missing
maother after an lsraeli airstrike
hit Khan Younis; a father with
his daughter at a hospital in
Deir al-Balah; a rally in Tel

Aviv for the [smeli hostages.

here could be his last da

On Monday, the Israeli Army
announced that it had concluded
that four hostages had died in the
Khan Younis area months ago.
The announcement gave fresh ur-
gency to pleas from some families
for a deal to bring their relatives
home

Some say that they have lost
hope that demonstrations in Is-
rael will move Mr Netanyahu
closer to a deal and that they be-
lieve only unrelenting American
pressure will make a difference.

“The United States should not
leave Netanyahu for a second un-
til he s M L0 an agreement —
not a seoond,” said Gilad Korn-
gold, the father of Tal Shoham, a
3%-year-old hostage from north-
em Israel.

Mr. Korngold said that three
members of his family were killed
on Oct. 7, and that six others who
had been abducted were released
during a short-lived cease-fire in
late November.

Mr. Korngold said the United
States also needed to urge Qatar
to use its influence with Hamas to
bring about an agreement. “Ha-
mas is not saving no, but also
not saying yes)' he said. “It also
has to get the message.”

In Gaza, Anas al-Borno, a 36-
vear-old businessman whose fam-
ily was forced to flee Gaza City
and take shelter in Deir al-Balah,
said he, too, wanted Hamas tosign
the deal which he described as
critical “for us and our children to
live in peace and safety."

But he said he was “still hope-
less and pessimistic” that Israel
and Hamas would actually agree
to end the war.

Others were more hopeful

Ahmed al-Masri, a 2l-year-old
dentistry student from Gaza City,
said that Mr. Biden's speech felt
like an abrupt chan ge.

“The United States has clmsen
the route of surprises recent

said, “so I hope this comes true
and isreal”

House Votes for Sanctions

By ROBERT JIMISON

WASHINGTON — The House
voted mostly along party lines on
Tuesday to impose sweeping
sanctions on officials at the Inter-
national Criminal Court in a re-
buke of efforts by the court’s top
prosecutor to charge top Israeli
leaders with war crimes in con-
nection with the offensive against
Hamas.

The bill would compel Presi-
dent Biden to restrict entry into
the United States, revoke visas
and impose financial restrictions
onanyone at the court involved in
trying to investigate, arrest, de-
tain or prosecute “protected per-
sons,’ or allies of the United
States. It would also target anyone
who provides “financial, material
or technological support” to those
efforts.

Mr.

Biden's advisers said he
W trongly opposed" to the
measure because it would impose
sanctions on sueh a broad swath
of officials, including court staff
members and any witnesses in-
volved in a potential case. But it
reflected broad bipartisan anger
in Washington after the court's
top prosecutor announced late
last month that he would seek

charges against both Israeli and
Hamas leaders.

The G.O.P-written bill passed
by avate of 247 to 155, withtwo Re-
publicans voting present and 42
Democrats crossing party lines in
support.

Representative Chip Roy, Re-
publican of Texas and the author
of the bill, said it was anecessary
step to Kluu the international
court fram acting beyond its juris-
diction and to address fears that
actions taken against Israeli offi-

oould be a prelude to actior
st American officials.
Vhat happens here is going
be coming at us and our coun

r. Roy said. “That's why it's
portant to speak with one voice,
with authority, with force.”

Since Karim Khan, the LCC!s
top prosecutor, went public with
hisrequest to the court's judges to
seek the charges, the move has
met broad condemnation in Wash-
ington.

Members of both parties have
argued that it overstepped the
court's jurisdiction and inappro-
priately likened the actions of
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
vahu of Israel, a close US. ally

leader of the Hamas [erml group,

onl.C.C.

accusing both of crimes
humanity

“The LC.C. prosecutor
tempted to equate the self-de-
fense decisions made by Israel's
democratically elected leaders to
those of Hamas terrorist leaders,
said Representative Gregory W.
Meeks of New York, the top Dem-
ocrat on the R]lelgll Affairs Com-
mittee. “There is no — and I re-
peat — there is no moral or legal
equivalence here."

Despite the bipartisan displeas-
ure with the court’s prosecutor,
however, Mr. Meeks opposed the
bill '\Img th most ather Demao-
I wls whohad pressed for abipar-
tisan measure that would reflect
the broad repudiation of the
court's move but not resort o
sanctions
“If our goal is to change the
LC/ iong, sanctions is the
Mr. Meeks said, add-
ing that they could actually “push
the LC.C. to pursue this case with
even greater vigor'

In the weeks since Mr Khan
‘broadcast his decision to apply for
arrest warrants for both Israeli
and Hamas leaders, Republicans
and Democrats had worked to cre-
ate a unified response.

against

has at-

“Wedid work veryhardtoget to
a bipartisan agreement"” said
Representative Michael McCaul,
Republican of Texas and chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, who led the talks. He
said the White House had torpe-
doed such a proposal.

Democrats disputed that ac-

-
s
i

Karim Khanis
pursuing war
crimes
charges at the
International
Criminal
Court.

count, saving no such deal was
ever reached

“There were certainly biparti-
san conversations that were seri-
ous in nature to try to get to a
place where with one voice, Dem-
ocrats and Republicans can con-
front what most of us believe was
a wrongheaded decision by the
1.C.C. with respect to the State of
Israel" Representative Hakeem
Jeffries of New York, the minarity

leader, told reporters. “There's
still an opportunity to find biparti-
san commen ground and actually
legislate, as opposed to moving a
partisan bill in the House that we
all know is dead on arrival in the
United States Senate!

But Republicans, who have
been quick to try to divide Dema-
crats on the warin Gaza and capi-
talize ondivisions on the left over
Mr. Netanyahu's tactics, instead
decided to move ahead with their
preferred measure.

“We needtoact quickly because
this case is already advmlcing
much faster than expected,” Mr
McCaul said ahead of the vate.

v spokesman, told
repart ters last week that the White
House did not believe that impos-
ing sanctions on the cowrt and
those who support it was the right
approach.

Ahead of the bill's passage,
White House officials issued a
statement saying the administra-
tion sllongl\roppo 5" the me.
ure but stopped short of threat-
ening to veto it. The statement
said officials were “deeply con-
cerned” about the arrest warrants
but that “there are more effective
ways to defend Israel, preserve

Officials for Prosecution of Israeli Leaders

US. positions on the LCC. and
promote intemational justice and
accountabili

Mr. Roy, aware that his legisla-
tion is unlikely to become law in its
current form, said he hoped a bi-
partisan proposal could still
emerge.

“If the Senate wants to modify
it, send it back to the House and
try to address any of the concerns
that have been raised by my col-
leagues on the other side of the
aisle, or mltlw side of the aisle —
great, - Roy said on Tues
'\ddmg. Tlle'\' can send it back lD
us, and we can send a product to
the president”

House Democrats chafed at Mr
Roy's insistence on rushing
through a measure he knew they
waould not suppart on an issue an
which there is consensus to be
found.

“Once again, we have a poorly
drafted, poorly thought-out mes-

saging bill that hasn't gone
llumlgh the committee process,
that hasn't gone through regular
order, that hasn't been thought
through,” Representative Brad
Sherman, Democrat of California,
said. “We cannot vole ves on a bill
today that is this infirm and count
on the Senate to clean it up.”
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Modi’s Party Wins,

From Page Al

only with his personal push could
his party overcome its unpopular-
ity at the local level and scrape by,
Or it could be that his carefully
cultivated brand has now peaked,
and that he can no longer outrun
the antiincumbency sentiment
thateventually catches up with al-
mast any palitician

How Mr: Modi will react is un-
certain — whether he willharden
his effort to turn away any chal-
lenge to his power, or be chas-
tened by the voters verdict and
his need to work with coalition
partners that do not share his
Hindu-nationalist id eology.

“Modi is not known as aconsen-
sual figure. However, he is very
pragmatic, Amll Jerath, a
political anaJ\-sl based in New
De:

1hi. “He will have to moderate
his  hard-line Hindu-nationalist
approach to ies. Perhaps we
can hope for more moderation
from him?”

Few doubt, however, that Mr.
Madi will try to deepen his al-
ready considerable imprint on the
country over the next five vears,

On his watch, India, the worl
most populous nation, has en-
joved newfound prominence on
the global stage, overhauled its in-
frastructure for the needs ofits 1.4
billion people, and been imbued
with a new sense of ambition as it
tries to shed the legacy of its long
colonial past,

At the same time, Mr. Modi has
worked to tom a vastly diverse
country heldtogether by asecular
democratic system into anavertly
Hindu-first state, marginalizing
the large Muslim minority.

His increasingly authoritarian
turn, with a crackdown on dissent,
has pushed India's vociferous de-
mocracy closer to a ome-party
state, his critics say. And the coun-
try' (ecolwlmcglmlh while rap-
id, has mostly enriched ths
the top.

Mr. Modi, a tea seller's son, rose
from a humble background to be-
come Indias most powerful and
popular leader in decades by
building a cult of personality,
spending big on infrastructure
and welfare, and tilting India's
democratic institutions in his fa-
VoL

The ultimate goal was to ce-
ment his standing as one of India's
most consequential prime min-
isters and make the B.JP the
country's only plausible national
governing force.

But the results on Tuesday
pointed to a sharp turnaround for
India's beleaguered main opposi-
tion party, the Indian National
Congress, which had been seen by
many asirrevocably weakened af-
ter big losses in the previous two
elections.

The once-dominant Congress,
long positioned at India’s political
center, had struggled for years to
find a direction and offer an ideo-
logical alternative tothe B.JF But
it and its coalition partners found
traction in this election by attack-

at

Mujib Mashal Alex Travelli, Hari
Kumarand Sameer Yasir reported
from New Delhi, SuhasiniRaj from
Varanasi, India, and Pragati KB
from Bengaluru, Indic.

ing Mr. Modi's government over
issues like unemployment, social
justice and the prime minister's
ties to India's hilionaires.

Last year, as Rahul Gandhi, the
public face of the Congress party,
sought to burnish his standing by
leading long marches across In-
dia, the B.LE ensnared him in a
courtcase thatledto hisexpulsion
from Parliament. He was later re-
turned to his seat by India’s high-
est court, and was set to win re-
election on Tuesday.

Speaking as early returns came
in, Mr. Gandhi, 53, said the fight
was not just against the BJP It
was also, he said, against all the
government institutions that had
stood with Mr. Maodi in trying to
hamstring the opposition through
arrests and other punitive actions.

“Thiswas about saving the Con-
stitution," he said, lifting a small
copy that he had been carrying
with him and displaying during
speeches on the campaign trail

Exit polls released on Saturday,
after more than six weeks of vot-
ing in the warld's largest demo-
ic exercise, indicated that Mr.
Modi's party was headed toward
an easy victary. But there had
been signs during the campaign
that Mr. Modi was worried about
the outcome.

He crisscrossed the country for
more than 200 rallies over about
twomanths and gave dozens of in-
terviews, hoping to use his char-
ismatic appeal to paper over any
weaknesses in his party. In
speeches, he often veered from his
party's message of a rising India

a
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but It’s Far From the Landslide That It Promised

Al rival headquarters in New Delhi on Tuesday: Supporters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
party, the B.LE, above; and Rahul Gandhi, left, a senior leader of the oppesition Congress Party.

to counter accusations that he
privileged business and caste
elites. He also abandoned his
once-subtle dog whistles target-
ing India’s 200 million Muslims,
instead demonizing them directly,
by name,

As things stood by nightfall, Mr.
Modi would need at least 33 seats
from allies to cross the 272 min-
imum for forming a government

Two regional parties in particu-
lar would be kingmakers: the Tel-
ugu Desam Party, in the southern
state of Andhra Pradesh, with 16
seats, and the Janata Dal (United)
party in the eastern state of Bihar,
with 12

Both parties are avowedlysecu-
lar, raising hopes among Mr.
Modi's apponents that their influ-
ence could slow down his race ta
turn India's democracy into a
Hindu-first state.

Some of Mr. Modi's biggest
losses came in India's most popu-
lous e, Uttar Pradesh in the
north, with about 240 million peo-
ple. His party leads the state gov-
emment and had won 62 of the
state'sB0 seats in the national Par-
liament's lower house in the previ-
ous election, in 2019,

As oounting entered its last
stretch in the evening on Tuesd ay,
the B.JP. was leading in only 33
seats there. In his own constituen-
cy, Varanasi, Mr. Modi's victory
margin was reduced from half a

million last time to about 150,000,
The loss in Faizabad constitu-
ency, in particular, told the story of
how some of the prime minister's
biggest offerings had struggled to
connect with voters,
Theconstituency is home to the
lavish Ram temple in Ayodhya,
built on grounds disputed be-
tween Hindus and Muslims, Its
oanstruction was a cornerstane of
the nearly century-old Hindu-na-

A Hindu nationalist
must rely on secular
coalition partners.

tionalist movement that had
swept Mr Modi to power He
haoped that its grand inauguration
just before the election campaign
began would both unite his Hindu
support base and bring new sup-
parters into the fold

Some B.J.E workers said that
the party's flaunting of the temple
may have made alarge section of
Hindus at the bottom of the rigid
caste hierarchy uncomfortable,
The opposition had painted Mr
Modi as pursuing an upper-caste
agenda that denied underprivi-
leged Hindus op portunities to re-

verse centuries of oppression.

“Because of overemphasis on
the Ram temple issue, the opposi-
tion got united,” said Subhash Pu-
nia, 62, a farmer from the state of
Rajasthan who supports Mr. Modi
and was waiting outside the B.
headquarters in Delhi on Tuesday.

To offset potential losses in his
Hindi-speaking northern strong-
hald, Mr. Modi had set a lofty goal
far this election: to gain afoothald
in the country's more prosperous
south.

He broke some new ground in
Kerala, a state dominated by the
political left and lon g hostile to his
idealogy. But overall in the south,
he struggled to improve onthe 29
seats, out of 129, thathispartyhad
won in the previous election.

Perhaps the biggest disappoint-
ment for the B.LP. in southern In-
dia was that it once again ap-
peared not to have won any of the
40 seats in Tamil Nadu, a state
with its own strong cultural and
linguistic identity.

Mr. Modi had campaigned ag-

gressively there, even visiting one
coastal town for two days of medi-
tation as the voting neared its con-
clusion.
“Mr. Modi's and the B.J.P's an-
tics cannot win my Tamil heart,"
said S Ganesan,a waiter atahotel
in Kanniyakumari, the town Mr
Modi visited.

Mexico’s President, a Seminal and Beloved Politician, Begins His Farewell

By JAMES WAGNER

TEPETITAN, Mexico — Sun-
day was a historic day in Mexico,
with a landslide election victory
for Claudia Sheinbaum, the first
woman and first Jewish person to
become the country's president

But as much as it was ahout Ms
Sheinbaum, a decorated climate
scientist and the mayor of Mexico
City from 2018 to 2023, it was also
about the most powerful man in
the country who will soon head to-
ward the exit.

The electoral triumph of Presi-
dent  Andrés Manuel Lipez
Obrador's successor marks the
beginning of the end of a defining
figure in Mexico

He emerged from an area of the
country where few national poli-
ticians have haled and became
presidenton his third try. He com-
pletely reshaped Mexican politics
and built an entire political party
around his outsize personality.

Critics also say he granted the
military too much power and
pushed measures that would chip
away at democratic institutions
like the Supreme Court.

Yet, as the end of hi:
tenure approach
Obrador remains widely popular.

After nearly five decades in
public life, Mr. Lopez Obrador,
has said he will retire “com
pletely” fallowing his final day in
officeonSept. 30, though some ob-
servers believe he will find a way
to continue to exert influence be-
hind the scenes.

He ha id he wants to spend
his days at his family's ranch in
the southern state of Chiapas.

For many in the neighboring
state of Tabasco, a bastion of sup-
port for Mr. Lépez Obrador, and
the small town of Tepetitin, where
he was born, Sunday was bitter-
sweet.

Miguel Angel Solis Burelo, 72,
said he was thrilled to see Ms.
Sheinbaum win because she was
“well prepared” to carry on Mr.

Lapez Obrador's agenda. He also
said it was “a great joy" to see a
woman assume the presidency.
But Mr. Solis, who drove a mo-
torboat down a river from the
ranch where he works to vote in
Tepetitin, admitted he also felt “a
bit sad" to see Mr. Lopez Obrador
nearing the end of his presidency.
Mexioo's presidents arelimited to

one si ar term by the Constitu-
tion.
Kenia Sandoval Salvador, 47, a

-at-home  mother, said she
watched vid eo highlights on social
media of Mr. Lopez Obrador's ca
reer before she went to the polls
on Sunday in Macuspana, a town
also in Tabasco where the presi-
dent was raised

“1 already feel the nostalgia
she said

Born in 1953, Mr. Lopez
Obrador attended the only ele-
mentary school in Tepetitan and
helped at his parents’ store. He
started middle schoal about 40
minutes away in Macuspana He
finished itand high school in Villa-
hermaosa, the state's capital where
his family moved. He went to cal-
lege in Mexico City, where helater
served as mayuor.

Sunday's election was seen by
many as a referendum on Mt
Lipez Obrador's leadership, and
Ms. Sheinbaum's decisive victory
wias interpreted as a vote of confi-
dence in the president, hispolicies
and the Maorena party.

Antenor Paz Acosta, 75, who
waorks onaranch in Tepetitin and
said he had played baseball with
the president growing up, made
clear he had the current leader in
mind, even as he voted for Ms,
Sheinbaum,

“I'm always supporting what
Andrés Manuel has done," Mr. Paz
said. “Where he goes, she does,
too

During Mr. Lépez Obrador
tenure, the economy grew, mil-
lions of Mexicans were lifted out of
poverty, the minimum wage dou-
bled, pensions were expanded

A mural of cutgoing President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador in Tepetitan, his hometown.

and waorkers' benefits improved.

But his presidency has also fu-
eled concermn. He has been criti-
cized for his "hugs, not bullets”
strategy toward criminal cartels
that hasresultedin mare vidlence.
His detractorsalso say he hobbled
the nation's health em and pri-
aritized fossil fuels

Mr. Lipez Obrador, who is
known by his initials AMLO, will
be remembered by many for his
mOMming news conferences, or
mananeras, during which he
spent hours nearly every day for
the past five years sharing his
feelings, celebrating his victories,
attacking his critics and lashing
out at journalists. He could come
across as both fiery and folksy.

“Lopez Obrador governed
through the mafaneras,” said
Blanca Gimez, a Mexican journal-

ist who wrole an unautharized bi-
ography of Mr. Lépez Obrador in
2005. “He realized that people
paid attention when he spoke
People believe him. There are peo-
ple who are going to miss his
mai aneras. And many people will
be happy not to hear him any-
maore."

Though Lizaro Vidal Martinez,
62, afarmer in Tepetitan, was usu-
ally working in the mornings, he
aid he would occasionally listen,
“I liked that he showed his face
daily because other presidents
never didthat," he said.

Mr. Solis, the ranch worker who
arrived by motorboat to vote, said
what he liked most about Mr.
Lapez Obrador's presidency was
his social welfare programs that
helped “us who didn'treceive help
or who weren't taken into ac-

count.”

He said his pension, for those 65
and over, has jumped fivefold aver
the vears to roughly 5170 every
manth.

Still, Mr. Lapez Obrador should
have been tougher on criminal
groups, Mr. Solisadded, though he
was generally satisfied with the
country's direction.

“We want the movement to con-
tinue," he said, before hoppinginto
his boat to head home

During campaign visits to Ta-
basco, Ms. Sheinbaum promised
to preserve Mr. Lopez Obrador's
legacy, which drew cheers from
the crowds.

In Tepetitin, a town of 1,500
people, what was once his grand-
parents’ home opened last year as
the Obrador House Community
BMuseum and features his bust

outside. In Macuspana, a larger
town with 31000 residents, the
lone reminder is a mural outside
the public library:
Not far away in a cafe in the
town's main square sat Marvel
Herndndez Gutd, 79, a Tepetitin
native, lawyer and former ‘Lme
official who has known Mr.
Obrador since their time togelhe\
in a previous political party. He
wished Mr L

Herndndez said, “we can't say he
leftus great things becausehe had
the opportunity to do so and he
didn't”

Regardless of their views, many

said they didn't believe Mr. Lope:
Obrador would suddenly dlswp—
pear after decades of public life
and with his protégée in charge:

“His legacy matters a lot to
him," said Ms. Gomez, the journal-
ist.

In a small way, it will continue
on in Tepetitin.

During Mr. Lipez Obrador's
successful presidential campaign
six years ago, Mr. Vidal who said
his parents knew Mr Lipez
Obrador's parents, allowed a local
artist to paint a mural on the side
of his house that sits at the en-
trance to the town. Anyone enter-
ing or lkaving the community
would see it

It has been repainted three
times, with new flourishes added
on each occasion. Surrounding
Mr. Lapez Obrador's face are flora
and fauna found throughout Ta-
basco: howler maonke:
and the alligator gar fis
delicacy and a nickname for Mr.
Lapez Obrador in Spanish.

Themural'sartist died last vear,
Mr. Vidal said, and he hopes that
another artist can help preserve
the reminder of the town's most
famous son.

“That mural will sta;

he said.




WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2024

National

Ehe New ork Eimes

Universities Weigh Calls From Student Protesters to Drop Charges

Civil Disobedience
Has Often Come
With a Price to Pay

By JEREMY W. PETERS

Youssef Hasweh expected to receive
his diploma from the University of Chi-
cago on Saturday.

Whathe got instead was an emailfrom
the associate dean of students informing
him that, because he was under investi-
gation for his participation in a protest
encampment on the campus quad
degree will not be conferred until the res-
olution of this matter”

Like scores of other student demon-
strators across the country, Mr Hasweh
has been swept up into a kind of disci-
plinary limbo, Although he was allowed
to participate in graduation, his univer-
sity is withholding his degree until it de-
termines whether and how to punish him
for breaking its code of conduct for refus-
ing to vacate an encampment, which the
paolice cleared on May 7.

He has already been formally repri-
manded by the university for being part
of a group that occupied an administra-
tion building last vear in a protest over
the Israel-Hamas war

The question of how harshly to disci-
pline these students cuts deep in acade-
mia, where many universities take pride
in their history of student activism, onis-
sues such as civil rights, the Vietnam
War, South African apartheid and in-
come inequality. Some faculty members
themselves celebrate such activism and
encourage students to become politically
involved — and have also faced arrest
and discipline for doing so.

But today, some students have made a
demand of their colleges that is vexing
administrators and veterans of past so-
cial movements: They want all charges
against them, both academic and legal,
dropped. Many students have been
charged with criminal misdemeanors,
such as trespassing. Others have faced
discipline from their universities, which
can range from a warning on their
records to suspensions and expulsions.

At Columbia University, Brown Uni-
versity,the New School, the Universityof
Texas at Austin and numerous other in-
stitutions, a common slogan on hand-
made signs and social media posts has
become “Drop All Charges.”

‘When asked what was the appropriate
penalty for his civil disobedience, Mr.
Hasweh did not have to think long.
thing" he said. As someone wha is
part Palestinian, he added, “T think it's
hypocritical for them to say we're being
disruptive when they're actively invest-
ing in a genocide that |s\-e|vd|<|1|pt|ve
tomy family" At Chicago's gradu ation on
Saturday, dozens of students walked out
to register their disapproval of the uni-
versity's handling of cases like Mr.
Haswel's.

‘When the encampments first sprouted
this spring, universities struggled with
how to respond — many tolerating them
at first, but then sending in the police af-
ter students refused repeated orders to
disperse. Since Columbia first arrested
protesters on April 18, there have been
more than 3000 arr o campuses
across thecountry, atinstitutions includ-
ing California Sla[e Palytechnic Umue\
ity, Humbaldt, and Emor
W university adminis s
confronting a similar conundrum over
disciplinary action now that most of the
encampments are gone.

Be too lenient, and colleges risk en-
COUTAZINg moTe encampientswhen stu-
dentsreturn in the fall. Coming down too
hard — by denying degrees or leaving
students with permanent arrest records
— can seem too punitive o response to
mostly nonviolent protests and could
jeopardize the futures of the students the
universities are supposed to mald into
productive citizens

Same institutions have agreed to a
lighter approach, with conditions. At
Johns Hopkins University, for instance,
the administration said it would end dis-
ciplinary proceedings for students who
had pitched an encampment if they
agreed not to establish another one or
otherwise disrupt campus life.

Others, like Brown, have flatly refused
requests for leniency. Activists and their
allies had called on the university to de-
mand that local law enforcement officials
drop eriminal charges against 41 stu-
dents arrested in December during a sit-
in

In response, Brown's president,
Christina Paxson, wrote to the student
body that those arrested had made an
“informed choice” and she added that
asking to be ahsalved of responsibility
was not consistent with how civil disobe-
dience is supposed to work. “The prac-
tice of civil disobedience means accept-
ing the consequences of decisions on
maltters of conscience,” she said.

In his “Letter Flom a Birmingham
Jail;" Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote in
lBBa that during workshops on nonvio-
lent protest, he would ask participants,
“Are you able to endure the ordeal of

One who bri
King declm'ed,

aks an unjust law," Dr
must do so openly, lov-
0acceptthe

P'wme a personal costin pursuit of a
cause has historically helped social
mavements build popular suppart, ac-

JoAnna Daemmrich contributed report-
ing from Washington and Gaya Gupta
from New Haven, Conn.

cording to scholars

“Youdo that torouse the conscience of
the nation or the institutional power in
question — to have it reckon with what
vou believe is a greater moral impera-
tive." said Tony Banout, executive direc-
tor of the University of Chicago's Forum
for Free Inquiry and Expression.

“I think that tradition is laudable, and
society has improved measurably be-
cause of activists who are willing to en-
gage in that," he said

Civil rights protesters made that cost
seem real, as they occupied lunch coun-
ters and marched peacefully in the
streets dressed in suits, and in turn often
faced brutal repression from the palice.

Few of today's protesters have faced
anything approaching that kind of bru-
tality or punishment. But they say that
they are worried about being identified
and harassed — or doxxed — and wear
masks or kaffiyehs to conceal their iden-
tities. Some refuse to give their nam
even as they sit across from administ
tors to negotiate.

The anonymity and the disavowal of
penalties could weaken their movement,

Dr. Banout said.

“My fear," he said, “is it actually alien-
ates people, and ultimately does not ad-
vance the alleviation of suffering in
Gaza!'

The Rev. Al Sharpton, the veteran civil
rights activist, said he believed this gen-
eration of student protesters is not
maonolithic, with some willing to accept
maore responsibility for civil disobedi-
ence than others— asin any other gener-
ation. But he added that among some
demonstrators, he had detected a sense
of entitlement in the desire to avoid con-
sequences.

“When you express entitlement, then
vou cannot be fighting for the disenfran-
chised," he said

As someone who has been arrested a
number of times and spent nearly three
months in jail for protesting military
bombing exercises on Vieques, Mr
Sharpton said he understood why activ-
ists would fight the charges against
them.

Mo student is likely to spend months in
jail. But, he added, “you must be pre-
pared tosay the cause s more important

Kelly Hui, center, isone of four Univer-
sity of Chicago students whose degrees
are being withheld. Laft, Mohamed
Mohamed, a suspended graduate stu-
dentatM.LT, ata rally. Below, Los An-
geles police clashed with protesters dur
ing Pomana College’s commencement

thanmy freedom.”

A generational shift in attitudes to-
ward law enforcement personnel also
appears to be afactor in why these stu-
dents are unwilling to accept the legiti-
macy of the charges against them. Many
experienced their political awakening in
the mass uprising after George Floyd's
murder by palice officers in 2020, when
they were in high school. Those deman-
strations were animated by an antipathy
toward — and in many cases a desire to
abalish — the police.

At George Washington University's
graduation, Nam Lam, a student ininter-
national affairs, noted with dismay the
fences and security checkpoints the
schoal had erected all around. That, com-
bined with the use of palice force toclear
an encampment on campus, made him
unesy.

“It's been hard to process, just the
large police presence and pepper-spray-
ing students," Mr. Lam said.

Students and their faculty supporters
say disciplinary measures against pro-
testers are really about suppressing free
speech — ~omelhmg that the leaders of

their universities, as self-deseribed incu-
bators of robust debate, should know is
Wrong.

And some faculty members also see
university overreach. Harvard denied 13
i heir degrees while their disci-
ses moved forward, leading
hundreds of students to walk out of the
graduation ceremony last month.

Ryan Enos, a professor of history at
Harvard who advised some of the stu-
dents facing discipling, said the universi-
ty's response was harsher than it had
been with encampments for other
causes, such as Occupy Wall Street, di-
esting from fossil fuelsand supporting a
living wage proposal

“This seems like an over-enforcement,
abreak with precedent” he said. “And it
raises a concern that they're more con-
cerned about the content of the speech
than with an equal application of punish-
ment."

But Mr. Enos did have a caveat. Pro-
tests over the environment and raising
wages are not going to make anyoneof a
particular religion or identityuncomfort-
able.

“There certainly weren't people on
campus who felt threatened by that," he
sald, adding that it was reasonable to
consider whether some of the protest ac-
tivity had made Jewish students feel
threatened

Any protest movementrisks losing the
public's suppaort if its methods are seen
as too obnaxious or extreme. Rob Willer,
aprofessor of sociology at Stanford Uni-
wversity and director of the Polarization
and Social Change Lab there, said that he
thou ght the student demonstrations had
not reached that point

But even isolated incidents of vialent
behavior or extreme rhetoric can do
damage, he said. "Occasional excesse:
do real outsized harm, drive away natu-
ral constituencies, and are wrong," Dr.
‘Willer said. A study for which he was a
co-author concluded that certain forms
of protest — inflaimmatory rhetoric,
blocking traffic and vandalism — are ef-
fective inhelping a movement gain pub-
licity but that thase tactics ultimately re-
pel people.

There has been little consistency at
universities over how punishments are
meted out and how long that process
takes. The president of Northwestern
University said during a congressional
hearing recently that no students had
heen suspended but that “lots” of investi-
gations were underway. At the same
hearing, the president “of Rutgers said
the university had sus pended four. In
some more liberal jurisdictions — Chi-
cagoand Austin, for instance — prosecu-
tars, notuniversity administrators, have
dropped criminal trespassing charges.

At Yale, Craig Birckhead-Maorton
learned just before graduation that he
would be getting his degree, despite ha
ing been arrested twice during protests.
(If a disciplinary case is still in progress
at the time of a senior's graduation, the
student's degree is withheld until the
case is resolved.)

“It was something [ was anxious
about, but I feel like there's no backing
downon this issue," he said. Hereceived
aformal reprimand.

During Yale's commencement cere-
monies, some students expressed sup-
port for their peers who were facing
charges. One, Lex Schultz, held up aban-
ner that read, “Drop all charges.”
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House Democrats Put G.O.P. on Spot to Back Birth Control Wisconsin

From Page Al

“Voters know that Republicans
oppose abortion and that they are
generally supportive of restric-
tions on abortion” said Mally
Murphy, a pollster for President
Biden's re-election campaign.
“What voters don't know is that
Republicans are actively trying ta
find ways toban and restrict abor-
tion and contraception. That's a
significant gap of opportunity for
Democrats. There's a difference
between being against something
and actively working to take it
away."

The complicated and drawn-out
discharge petition process allows
lawmakers to make an end run
around their leaders and force
consideration of a piece of legisla-
tion on the floor if they collect the
signatures of a majority of the
members of the House. With Re-
publicans holding a slim majority
— 217 zeats to Democrats’ 213 —
only a handful of defectors would
need to sign to meet the threshold
of 218 votes.

The legislation, sponsared by
Representative Kathy Manning,
Democrat of North Carolina, al-
ready has 203 co-sponsors, all
Democrats, putting it well within
striking distance. Under House
rules, Democrats mustwait seven
workdays before they can start
collecting signatures for the peti-
tion. After that, Democrats say
they plan to spotlight Republi-
cans’ failure to sign on early and
often — focusing especially on
thase fram competitive districts.

“All those freshman Republi-
cans in New York and California
that cost us the House majority in
2022 will have to answer a ques-
tion of why are theynot signingit,’
said Chris Fleming, a Democratic

rEw YO

Democrats view abortion access, contraception and reproductive health options as winning issues,

strategist.

The discharge petition mecha-
nism was created as a last-ditch
check onthe power of the majority
party. While it seldom succeeds,
earlier this year Democrats and
Republicans did use one to force a
voteon legislation that would pro-
vide tax relief to victims of disas-
ters around the country, and it
passed overwhelmingly.

The House first passed the
Right to Contraception Act in July
of 2022, when Democrats con-
trolled the House, immediately af-
ter the Supreme Court's decision,
in Dobbs vs. Jackson Women's
Health Organization, that over-

turned abortion rights at the fed-
eral level. Democrats pushed
through the bill over almost unan-
imous Republican opposition in
part because Justice Clarence
Thomas, in a concurring opinion
in Dabbs, wrote that the court
“should reconsider” other prece-
dents beyond Roe, including those
protecting  same-sex marriage
and the right to contraception.
Senate Republicans blocked the
legislation, which was oppased by
anti-abortion groups that said the
bill's definition of contraceptives
could be interpreted to include
pills that induce abortion.

“Extremist Republican poli-

ticians are waging war on wonr
en's reproductive health Ms.
Manning said. “They've stripped
women of their constitutional
right to obtain an abortion, at-
tacked fertility treatments and
are now attempting to restrict ac-
cess to birth contral.”

Outside groups are boosting the
legislative push by pouring tensof
millions of dollars into competi-
tive House districts toamplify the
message. The main super PAC
supporting House Democrats last
maonth announced a new $100 mil-
lion fund focusing on abortion
rights in swing districts. And the
group Americans for Contracep-

tion plans to spend more than §7
million on television and digital
ads, some targeting Republicans
in the Senate who vote against the
bill and House members who do
not sign the petition, and others
thanking vulnerable Senate Dem-
ocrats who vote to pass the bill
thisweek. They alsoplantohavea
20-foot-tall LU.ID. roaming around
‘Washington to raise awareness an
the issue of contrace ption.

Republicans remain in abind on
issues of reproductive rights, as
they struggle to reconcile their
party's hard-line policies on wom-
en's health measures and the re-
ality that they are out of step with
the vast majority of the country
Despitethat they continue totuck
anti-abortion policies into pend-
ing legislation, a sign of the power
of the anti-abortion lobby in na-
tional palitics.

A new Republican-written hill
to fund the Department of Veter-
ansAffairs includes language that
prohibits the department from of-
fering abortion counseling and, in
certain cases, abortions to veter-
ansand beneficiaries. And the De-
fense Department's 2025 appro-
priations bill once again inclides
language that says no funds can
be used for “any abortion, includ-
ing through a medical benefits
package or health benefits pro-
gram that includes coverage of
abortion.”

“House Republicans’ danger-
ous plans to embed extreme anti-
abortion restrictions in must-pass
legislation make one thing super
clear,” said Viet Shelton, a spokes-
man for the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee.
“House Republicans are still ob-
sessed with banning abortion na-
tionwide, and their most vulnera-
ble members are allin on thisradi-
cal pursuit.”

After 47 Days, Patient’s Transplanted Pig Kidney Is Removed

By RONI CARYN RABIN

Surgeons removed the kidney
of a genetically engineered pig
from a critically ill patient last
week after the organ was dam-
aged by inadequate blood flow re-
lated to a heart pump that the
woman had also received, accord-
ing to officials at NYU Langone
Transplant Institute

The patient, Lisa Pisano, 34,
who isstill hospitalized, wentback
on kidney dialysis after the pig's

Lack of blood flow
from a heart pump
caused a failure.

organ was removed. She lived
with the ransplanted organ for 47
days, Dr. Robert Montgomery, di-
rectar of the institute, said. The
kidney showed no signs of organ
Tejection.

“Lisa is in stable condition, and
her leftventricular assist device is
stillfunctioning," Dr. Montgomery
said, referring to the heart pump.
“We are hoping to get Lisa back
home to her family soon.”

“Lisa is a pioneer and a hero in
the effort to create a sustainable
option for people waiting for an or-
gantransplant,” he added.

In April, Ms. Pisano became the
second persan toreceive a kidney
transplanted from a genetically
maodified pig. Hers was an espe-
cially complicated case: She has
heart failure and kidney failure,
and received the organ just eight
days after receiving a mechanical
heart pump.

Ms. Pisano was at risk of dying
without the heart pump, a device
implanted in patients who need a

VA

Lisa Pisano after recaiving a pig kidney transplant in New York in April, the second person to do so. She is now backon dialysis.

heart transplant. But there is an
acute shortage of human kidneys
available from donors, and her
heart disease made her ineligible
to receive one

She is the first patient with a
heart pump known to have re-
ceived an organ transplant of any
kind, NYU Langone Health offi-
cials said. Patients with kidney
failure are usually ineligible to re-

ceive a heart pump becauseof the
high risk of death.

The first patient to receive a
kidney from a genetically engi-
neered pig was Richard Slayman,
62, who underwent the procedure
in March at Mass General Brig-
ham in Boston.

He was well enough to gohome
from the hospital two weeks after
the surgery, but he suffered from

complex medical problems and
died within two manths.

Great strides have been made
in recent years in the transplanta-
tion of organs from animals into
humans= following such techno-
logical innovations as cloning and
gene-editing.

The procedures are still experi-
mental, however, and so far only
patients who are so sick that they

are not eligible for a human organ
and may die without treatment
have been cleared to receive ani-
mal organs.

The two transplants of pig kid-
neys this year were approved un-
der the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration's compassionate use, or
expanded access, program for pa-
tients with life-threatening condi-
tions.

In Settlement, Fx-Agent
Retains F.B.I. Clearance

By LUKE BROADWATER

WASHINGTON — A former
EB.L agent who criticized the bu-
real in congressional testimony
has been awarded back pay and
had his security clearance re-
instated, his lawyer said on Tues-
day

The former agent, Marcus Al-
len, resigned from the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation on Monday
after reaching a settlement agree-
ment, said his lawyer, Tristan
Leavitt. Mr. Allen's security clear-
ance was reinstated on Friday af-
ter he appealed the agency's deci-
sion to revoke it.

The F.B I notified Congress last
year that it had revoked the secu-
rity clearances of three agents
who either took part in the Capitol
attack on Jan. 6, 2021, or later ex-
pressed views about itthat placed
into question their “allegiance to
the United States,” the bureausaid
in aletter tocongressional investi-
gators.

Mr. Allen was suspended in
February 2022, He was awarded
27 months of back pay, Mr. Leavitt

Denial of holding
‘conspiratorial views’'
over the Jan. 6 attack.

said.

Mr. Allen testified before the
House Judiciary Committee last
vear and denied that he held “con-
spiratorial views" about Jan. 6 or
sympathized with criminal con-
duct

“I was not in Washington, D.C,,
on Jan. &, played no part in the
eventsof Jan. 6 and I condemn all
criminal activity that occurred)”
he testified. “Instead, it appears
that I was retaliated against be-
cause | forwarded information to
my superiors and others that
gquestioned the officialnarrative of
the events of Jan. 6"

Mr. Leavit called the re-
instatement of Mr. Allen's security
clearance a “total vindication."

“The FBI. has completely

HATILIV JEANG,TH

EW YORE, TIMES

Marcus Allen, center, told a House panel last year that he did not sympathize with criminal conduct

hacked down and provided every-
thing that we had asked for on be-
halfof Marcus," Mr. Leavitt said in
astatement

In astatement, the EB.1 denied
any wrongdoing in the case.

“While we can't comment on the
specifics of any settlement, both
parties agreed toresolve this mat-
ter without either admitting
wrongdoing,' the bureau said,
adding, “The EB.1 takes seriously

its responsibility to EB.L employ-
ees who make protected disclo-
sures under whistle-blower regu-
lations, and we are committed to
ensuring they are protected from
retaliation.”

Charges 3
For Pushing
Fake FElectors

By NEIL VIGDOR
and DANNY HAKIM

Wisconsin - brought  felony
charges on Tuesday against three
anetime advisers of former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump in connec-
tion with a fake electors plot there
in 2020, becoming the fifth battle-
ground state to prosecute his al-
lies for their attempts to overturn
his defeat that year

One of the men charged was
Kenneth Chesebro, an architect of
the Trump campaign' s plans to im-
panel slates of bogus electors in
several states that Mr. Trumplost.
He was named as a defendant in
the action by Wisconsin'sattorney
general, Josh Kaul, a Democrat.

The other men charged were
James R Troupis, a former judge
who was working for the cam-
paign in Wisconsin, and Michael
Roman, who was Mr. Trump's di-
rector of Election Day operations.

All three face a single count of
forgery-uttering, a felony in Wis-
consin that carries a penalty of up
Ep six years in prison and a$10,000

ine.

During a news conference in
Madison on Tuesday, Mr. Kaul
said the state's investigation inta
the matter was continuing. He de-
clined to elaborate on the details
surrounding the charges, which
were laid out in complaints filed in
Dane County Circuit Court

“We feel confident in the
c]l;g‘ges we've brought,” Mr. Kaul
sai

In total, 52 people have been
charged in criminal cases in five
states stemming from efforts to
overturn the 2020 election, a
group headlined by Mr Trump,
who was indicted last year in
Georgia under a state Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organiza-
tions Act law, and who also facesa
federalelection-interference case
He was also named as an unin-
dicted co-conspirator in Michigan.

Several defendants have al-
ready pleaded guilty or reached
cooperation deals, including Mr
Chesebro, who in October pleaded
guilty in a criminal racketeering
indictment in Georgia and agreed
ta cooperate with state prosecu-
tors. Hehas emerged as a key wit-
ness for prosecutors in other
states.

Manny Arora, one of Mr. Chese-
bro's lawyers in Georgia, declined
to comment on Tuesday about the
‘Wisconsin case.In one of the crim-
inal complaints, an investigator
for the state described the three
defendants as having played key
roles in drafting and circulating a
certificate that was signed by a
group of Mr. Trump's Wisconsin
allies under the guise that the fake
electors had beenduly appointed.

The certificate did not contain a
disclaimer that the slate of elec-
tars had been impaneled as a con-
tingency, in the event that Mr
Trump's team succeeded with its
legal challenges of the electionre-
sults, the investigataor said.

The complaint alleged that the
three men participated in a clan-
destine effart to circulate the doc-
ument before a joint session of
Congress on Jan. 6, 2021, to certify
the electionresults, a process that
was disrupted by a mob of Mr.
Trump's supporters,

Wisconsin is the third state to
charge Mr. Roman, after Georgia
and Arizona, where he is sched-
uled to be arraigned on Friday. A
lawyer for Mr. Roman did not im-
mediately respond to a request for
comment on Tuesday.

Mr. Troupishas drawn attention
for having recruited Mr. Chesebro
to Mr. Trump's legal team and for
an email exchange between him
and Mr. Chesebro after the 2020
election in which the two dis-
cussed how the Trump campaign
could get false-elector documents
into the hands of members of Con-
gress.

Phone and email messages
seeking comment from  Mr.
Troupis, a former judge, went un-
answered on Tuesday.

A spokesman for Mr. Trump's
campaign did not immediately
comment on Tuesday.

‘Wisconsin's governor, Tony Ev-
ers, a Democrat, praised the
charges ina one-word statement.

“Good," said Mr. Evers, whose
office pointed out that he had been
calling for those involved in the
fake electors plot to be held ac-
countable.

Senator Ron Johnson, Republi-
«can of Wisconsin, who had sowed
misinformation about the results
of the 2020 election, called the
charges “outrageous” in a social
media

“Now Demacrats are weaponiz-
ing Wisconsin's judiciary,' he
wrote. “Apparently conservative
lawyers advising clients is illegal
under Democrat tyranny”

‘Wisconsin will host the Re publi-
can National Convention next
maonth in Milwaukee where Mr.
Trump is scheduled to accept the
party’s presidential nomination,
just days after he is set to be sen-
tenced in his New York hush-
money case,

Reid I Epstein contributed report-
ing.



THE NEW YORK TIMES NATIONAL WEDNESDAY, JUN

, 2024

As Baltimore Struggles With Crisis,
Overdoses Claim Forgotten Generation

William Baker, 65, lives in the Irvington Place apartment complex in Southwest Baltimore. He said he knew several people at the complex who had died from overdoses from fentanyl and other drugs.

“The last thing

[ wanted: for my
granddaughter to
come in that room
and see her
erandfather dead.
WILLAM BAKER, who says

his life almost ended inthe

san s three tenants whe
overdos here he lives.
Ahout the Series

This e is by Nick Thieme.
and Jessica Gall agher

BALTIMORE — Larnell Robinson sat at
adeskin his cluttered office last September,
between a bookshelfl full of Bibles and ata-
ble stacked with the overdose antidote Nar-
can. He slid out alist of residents of the West
Baltimore high-rise where he was tenant

Alissa Zhu

council pre: den one of dozens of subsi-
dized complexes that house the city's poor
seniars. One by one, he began ching

through names, conducting agrim account-
ingof the dead

William, B3, killed by fentanyl and found
in his mlllh floar unit in February 2023

ch red in an apartment

w \IJ\ multiple drug: i stem tw wa
half weeks later. David, 65, three days after
that, also dead from fentanyl

And then 53%year-old Glenn, who hs
lived on Mr. Robinson's floor for
Known for his willingness to run errandsfor
others, heoften biked to the store to get Mr.
Raobinson cigarettes. But after not seeing
Glenn for a day, Mr. Robinson stuck aflier in
his door. When it was still there the next
marning, he summoned secur

This was one death, Mr. Robinson said
later, thathe couldn't bear to witness. "1 feel
like 1 work at the morgue sometin he
said in an interview

Over the pas altimore has
endured one of America’s deadliest drug
epidemics, overdoses have fallen surp
ingly hard on one group: Black men cur-
rently in their mid to early T0s. While
just 7 percent of the city's population, they
account for e 30 percent of drug fatali-
ties — a deathrate 20 times that of the r:
of the country.
kmen of thatagein the city are more
v to die of overdoses than cancer or

d

ied with heart disease for
Tcan't think of another situ-
id Robert Anderson, chief
of statistical analysis and surveillance at
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
wention.

men were pmlur a little-recog-

The New York Times and The Balti-

maore Banner.
Half a centu

began to

0, manufacturing jobs
in an industrial city

tunities to build wealth. By 1980, ne
of Baltimore's Black men under the age of
30 were oul of work — a level simila

lack unemployment during the Great De-
pression.

At the same time, an influx of highly ad-
dictive illegal drugs created a lucrative but
corrosive shadow economy. Some young
people turned to dealing drugs and then
ingthem. Manywere arrested andincarcer
ated, never finding jobs that let them move

me of the
ver since, a
More than
amid

Times,Banner analysis fmmd
4,000 have been killed since
waves of drugs: first heroin and crack co-
caine, then prescription opicids and now
— the deadliest drug threat Amer-

VET SEEIL
h tling numbers of older white
men and B

k women have been killed as
3 group— Black
that have ele-

rate far

well, itis death
men born from
vated Baltimore
above other cities
any of those men can now afford only
subsidized apartments in complexes for
senior citizens that resident: e often
awash in drugs. Lonely grandparents and
retirees whohave been fighting their addic-

A Baltimore Generation Devastated by Drugs

tion for decades are suddenly surrounded

by illicit temptations, in buildings where
buying n: tics can he as as walking

down the I
At le;

L
31 of the 50 addresses where peo-
ple have fatally overdosed in Baltimore
mast often since 2018 are advertised as sen-
ior housing compl according to previ-
ously undisclos topsy records that The
Bamner obtained after suing the '
Chief Medical Examiner's Office. More than
340 people over 50 have died in those build-
in_z:. including 15 in Mr. Robinson's, Rose-
maont Tower.

Nonetheless, there has been little tar-
geted outreach to alder people by health of-
ficials, The Times and The Banner found.
The city h oncentrated its drug educa-  since 2018, the autopsy record. W,
tion efforts on the young, and the battle “It's supposed to be a safe haven,” Mr
against overdoses in senior buildings has  Saunders said. Instead it is *just like being
reely been keft to peaple withlittle exper- i eets!”
tise — a nonprofit program coordinator
ager there.

Ith officials told Times/Banner
s that they had taken steps to ad-

5 [ohe ap-
. “As a Black man who lives in
Baltimore, [ know, because we've seen it
aur whale lives," he said

Joseph Saunde
drugs twe
died of a h

people g g
vators in the senior building where he lives,
MaonteVerde Apartments. Thirteen people
over 50 have died from overdoses there

Worst Instincts

In Southwest Baltimore, down the road
from a cemetery, brick apartment conr
. plex named Irvington Place where women
the generic name for Narcan. inwheelchairs and on walkers greet nearly

In an intel view, vor Brandon Scott  evervone who walks in. Wellness checks on
id that while [Ile city's overdose preven-  Nov. 3 turned up three dead tenants with ev-

o use naloxane,

tion efforts —which include groups that go  idence of fentanyl in their bodie:

into |1cw_2||borhuo(\slo provide medicalcare, In the days after, the maintenance man

Narcan and clean syringes —did not target  recalled hearing quiet weeping as he
v particular demographic group, they  walked the hallways. Somber relatives

by making art, including this
painting that he said dopms i meelf in a etr Lum'\e against his worst instincts,

X Al®

sorted through possessions
And William Baker, 85, known as Al took
stock of hislife. He had moved to the build-
a few months ear i
\\'Il|l those wha died. One was a 74~
‘woman he joked with about needing a girl-
friend. Another was a 6! r-old man on
Mr. Baker's floar who w:
tr:

macaroni and cheese casserole with Mr
Baker.

He added them to his growingtally of peo-
ple lost toaddiction. Not long before, his life
I way, he said in

aninterview
When M
stepfather

Baker was growing up, his
was a Bethlehem Steel
is mother worked a
run institution for people with develop:
tal disabilities. But Mr. Baker was se|
from his fam
peated arr
cars, Judges sent him firsi [l.mju
tention center, then to a foster home There,
he met a drug dealer who taught him how to
make aliving. He began injecting herain in
his late teens

He spent much ofthe Il“Rt[{‘Wd cades in

prison, buthe also got ma
‘II{‘\NIHle odd jobs like

paying work, thou; riding the Grey-
hound bus from New York City to Baltimore,
ferrying duffel bags s uffed with marijuana,
heroin and cocaine several times a week, he
said. It was not until his 50s that Mr E'\I\el
rolled in college online, got a ps
degree and worked as an addiction cov
ar in Philadelphia. After vears of sobriet:
he relapsed, then suffered s
ily moved him back to Baltin 3
ago, and he went through cycle ul\efw&r'
and drug alwa to hide the
problem fror I||: grandchildren. “The

thing 1 wanted: for my granddaughter to
come in that room and see her grandfather
?1_ he said. “All over something he did to
hir

ell
But last August, Mr. Baker lapsed at
his dining room table after sniffing some
{ll'lIE= he had bought on a nearby street cor-
V' sm(l Hﬂ »\ouldh.ncdum ifnotfor a

1 Mr. Baker en-
rolled in a tl'entluellt program, where he
participated in group ther
manthly shots of |1.|\t\e\.o|\e‘ a

?f 5 t home wilh a [)encil or paint-
bru s s
for friends and acquaintances, as
cartoon greeting cards and vibrant scenes
awash in color. One day he hopes to make
enough money to help his grandchildren
build a better life.

He ho nto one artwork for himself, It
|'=| cts a man in a prisoner's orange jun p-
at a chess board and grasping a
Bub\ﬂ His opponent: a thickly mu
tan. It is Mr. Baker versus his warst in-
nets, he explained, beked ina match that
| not end until he is dead.

Outside his window, the sireets came
alive at dusk one day t fall. A police
cruiser parked on a side street earlier had

left, and a drive-through drug market re-
placed it. Young men leaned into car win-
dows, bag in one hand and bills in the
other. Four cars were waiting in line.

‘A Lot of It Was Desperation’

]Il]“EH when Mr. Bake year old, Bal-
a boomn\acul of 939,000, the

argest in the United States. The city's
ck population had grown by hundreds of

Continued on Following Page
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Larnell Robinson at Rosemont Towers. He has had neighbors, many of them Black men age 50 to 70, die from overdoses
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an office at Rosemont Tower in Baltimore. The battle against
sas in senior buildings has mostly bean left to those with little expertise.
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Arizona Republicans Add Immigration Measure to November Ballot

By JACK HEALY

PHOENIX — Republican law-
makers in Arizona voted on Tues-
day toput a ballot measure hefore
voters in November that would
make unlaw fully crossing the bor-
der from Mexico a state crime.
The proposal would give local po-
lice officers the power to arrest
and jail unauthorized migrants,
and would allow state judges to or-
der deportations.

‘While immigration is the focus
of campaigns across the country,
the measure in Arizona is signifi-
cant because it places the border
crisis directly onto the ballot in a
swing state that is seen as crucial
in the presidential race,

Republicans are betting it will
fire up anti-immigration conser-
wvatives and draw in otherwise un-
enthusiastic independents. And it
could sit on a potentially crowded
ballot, along with a measure pro-
tecting abortion rights, which
Democrats hope will draw out
more voterson their side.

The measure passed 31-29
along party lines. In floor
speeches, Democrats called it an

ineffective and racially biased
measure that would break up im-
mig ant families and hurt the
economy and reputation.
Republlc'ms focused on overdose
deaths and migrants accused of
murders, and called the ballot
measure anecessary response to
an unchecked “invasion.”

“The federal government has
lost contral," said Representa
John Gillette, a Republican.
must act.”

Outside the Capitol, immigrant-
rights supporters waved signs
saying “No hate" and shouted
their opposition in a last-ditch ef-
fort to pressure lawmakers to kill
the measure, saying it would
break up s and spread fear

But the viewing gallery inside
the Arizona House was silent and
empty Republican leaders took
the unusual step of closing it, cit-
ing the risk of disruption. Demao-
cratic lawmakers accused Repub-
licans of hiding from the public.

If voters pass the border en-
forcement measure in November,
it would mark a sharp U-turn for a
state that has moderated its ap-
proach to immigration since the
era when Sheriff Joe Arpaio of
Maricopa County carried out
raids and traffic stops that critics
criticized as racial profiling.

In recent years, Arizona voters
have approved in-state tuition
rates for undocumented students
and have rejected immigration
hard-liners like Mr. Arpaio, who
was ousted in 2016, and former
President Donald J. Trump.

But Republicans say they be-
lieve voters are ready to embrace
their new crackdown, because
they are fed up with seeing thou-
sands of migrants camped along
the border wall and the growing
death toll fram fentanyl smuggled
across the border.

Record numbers of migrant
crossings have angered Demo-
cratic leaders and voters in cities
like New York and Chicago, as
well as Republicans, and have be-
come a major re-election liability
for President Biden. On Tuesday,
Mr. Biden issued an executive or-
der that would let him close the
border when crossings surge.

Opponents say the Arizona bal-
lat measure will do nothing to im-
prove border security or prevent
asylum seekers from arriving. In-
‘Iewd they say, it will replicate the

a and turmoil that Latina
and immigrant communities ex-
perienced after Gov. Jan Brewer
signed S.B. 1070, a divisive state
immigration-enforcement  law
passed by Republicans in 2010
That measure, which came to be
known as the “show me your pa-
pers law parked years of pro-
tests and litigation, and has since
been partially struck down.

Arizona's new ballot measure is
similar to laws passed by Republi-
cans in Texas and lowa that chal-
lenged the federal government's

exclusive power to enforce immi-
gration laws. The Biden adminis-
trationhas suedtoblock the Texas
and lowa laws, calling them un-
constitutional

Politicians on both sides said
they expected the proposed Ari-
zonalaw to face legal challenges if
voters passit. Gov. Katie Hobbs, a
Democrat, has denounced the ef-
fort, but she does not have veto
power to block Republicans from
sending the measure to voters.

The measure, which would
need a simple majority to pass, is
called the Secure the Border A
Along with the policing provi-
sions, it would increase sentences
for anyone who sells fentanyl that
results in an overdose death, and
would make it astate crime forun-
documented workers to provide
false information to the E-Verify
SCreening systent.

“This would cerf L'HIll\']l(‘lde'M
Republican voters out,” said Mark
Lamb, a cowboy-hatted sheriff
from a conservative county south
of Phoenix who is running in the
Republican primary for the US.
Senate. He had concerns about
the measure'sprice tag but said he
would ultimately vote for it.

Democratic activists said the
measure could backfire by stir-
ring up a wave of opposition from
Latino voters and suburban mod-
erates worried about the damage
to immigrant families and Ari-
zona's reputation and economy.

Arizona's population is 32 pe
cent Latino, and many voters still

have searing memaries of S.B.
i

On a recent 100-degree Satur-
day, dozens of Latinos opposed to
the measure gathered on the lawn
outside the State Capitol to trade
stories aboul how they had lived
in fear and paranocia under S.B.
1070 and had seen immigration
agents at their front doors. Shad-

Migrants at the ULS.-Mexico border near Lukeville, Ariz. "Given the Iacknfmntm\ of the bmder I
Jjust feel it's something the state has to resolve,” State Senator Ken Bennett, left, a Republican, said.

ing their children under parasols
and olive trees, they shouted the
old farmworkers' union slogan “Si
se puede” — “Yes we can” — and
urged their neighbors to start or-
ganizing toregister voters and de-
feat the ballot measure.

Business groups, the Arizona
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce
and religious leaders have come
out against the new measure. A
study by the Grand Canyon Insti-
tute, Phoenix-based research
group, estimated that enforcing
the law would cost Arizona $325
million a year for extra law en-
forcement hours and jail costs,

Even some border towns are
opposing it. They argue that en-
forcing immigration law is the fed-
eral government's job.
re dead against it said
Nieves Riedel, the mayor of San
Luis, a small Arizona city that sits
directly along the border wall. She
said the city's police force was al-

ready short 57 officers and could
not handle the cost and time it
would take to arrest hundreds of
migrants. Sheriffs and prosecu-
tors say local courts and jails
waould be averwhelmed

“There's only so much we can
do," Ms. Riedel said. “Our police-
men and women are not federal
agents. Theyre not frained
What's going to happen to our
safety and security if they're act-
ing like Border Patrol agents?"

Mark Dannels, the sheriff of
omservative Cochise County, has
beenone of Mr. Biden's staunchest
critics along the border, but he
said the measure would amount to
little more than a giant new job for
his officers with no new funding.

“Haow the heck are we going to
do this?" he said. “We don't have
the budget. We don't have the re-
sources.”

But conservative border ranch-
ers like Fred Davis said Arizona

Protesters heading for a rally against the proposal in Phoenix on Saturday. Opponents say the
measure would do nothing to improve border security or prevent asylum seekers from arriving.

had to do something. He often
sees law enforcement officers
chasing suspected human traf-
fickers down the highway that bi-
sects his ranch near Tombstone,
and he regularly calls the Border
Patral to report migrants emerg-
ing from desert washes and thick
‘brush near his property.

Republican lawmakers say the
proposed law would allow the lo-
«cal sheriff to charge migrants like
those with illegalentry — amisde-
meanor for a first offer
felony punishable
on for anyone alread;
entering illegally.

“Given thelack of control of the
border, 1 just feel it's something
the state has to resclve,said State
Senator Ken Bennett, a Republi-
can who voted for the measure.

He said the law was narrowly
focused on border enforcement
and would require the paolice to
witness someme crossing the
border or have a recording to
maks rrest.

But immigrant-rights activists
said another line in the law allow-
ny other constitutionally
cient” probable cause would
give law enforcement officers free
rein to arrest unauthorized immi-
grants .umwhe\e in Arizona
ts are already

g against the measure but
they were worried it could
easily pass in a state where many
wolers are upset about the surge
in migrants,

Irayda Flores, a seafood im-
porter in Phoenix who was born in
Mexico and is part of the Ameri-
can Business Immigration Coali-
tion, which opposes the ballot
measure, saidshe had spent years
worried about losing her legal sta-
tus as she fought to get permanent
residency. Now, she said, she is
disheartened that her immigrant
employees or her son could face

the same fears.
“We're going back” to a worse
time, she said. “The immigrant

COMMUMLtY, We pay taxes, we
bring a lot to the table. And they
treat us like criminals.”

An Echo of Trump as

From Page Al

For vears, Democrats like Mr.
Biden and his allies assailed Mr.
Trump for his obsession with
closing the border. Kamala Har-
ris denounced him in 2017, saying
that "we can't turn our backs on
the millions of refugees." In 2018,
Democraticlawmakers accused
Mr. Tru mp of stoking “the fires of
bigotr: v seeling an end ta
asylum. ]||2020 Hakeem Jef-
fries, now the lop Democrat in
the House, called Mr. Trump the
“Xenophobe, In. Chief

But the palitics of immigration
shifted as record numbers
grants have crossed into
border communities and spread
to cities far beyond. Mr Biden
has adjusted 'vmoldm! Sens-
ing that Amer icans want tougher
policies, the president backed
restrictive measures in hiparti-
san legislation this vear. After
Mr. Trump called on Republicans
to kill that measure, Mr. Biden
and his advisers felt compelled to
find another way.

The president has rallied many

Democrats behind the approach,
wihich he announced just hours
before leaving Washington for a
five-day visit to Paris for D-Day
celebrations. Mr. Biden blames
Republicans for standing inthe
way of broader efforts to over-
haul the immigration system,
and many mayors and governors
in his party say the time has
come to finally do something to
address the surge of migration
into their cities,

The proclamation that Mr.
Biden signed on Tuesday de-

im rights should
be suspended whenever migra-
tion surged past a certain num-
ber. He then set the threshold
low enough — at an average of
2,500 migrants each day — that
the suspension would be
prompted right away, starting at
12:01 a.m. on Wednesd ay.

In fact, that threshold has been
exceeded almost every day for
nearly a year, thanks to a wave of
global migration fueled by cli-
mate change, economic instabil-
ity and political vialence around
the world. And even though it is
lower than the peak of 10 000

NEWS ANALYSIS

Biden Restricts Migration on the Southern Border

migrants last December, it re-
mains far higher than the aver-
age of ahout 1,000 migrants each
day a decade ago. The restric-
tions will not apply to minors
who cross the border alone and a
small number of people who
legitimately fear being tortured
or persecuted in their home
country, officials said

Mr. Biden and the aides run-
ning his campaign are betting
that voters will reward the presi-
dent for newly aggressive efforts
tolimit the number of people
crossing into the country ille-
gally. They hope the move will
relieve pressure an Democratic-
led cities like New York and
Denver, which are struggling to
feed and house migrants.

And they believe the actions
will give Mr. Biden a potent
retort to Republicans, who have
long accused Democrats of being
wesak on the border.

But the move is certainto
inflame some of Mr. Biden's
supporters, too, especially those
an the left who have already
expressed frustration with the
president on a range of other

issues, like student loans and
climate change.

Mr. Biden and his aides bristle
at the accusation that they are
following in Mr. Trump's foot-
steps

The president correctly notes
that he has ruled out some of his
predecessor's extreme policies,

The president hopes
voters approve, but
his move carries risks.

suchas separating children from
their parents at the border to
send amessage to migrants that
they should not come to the
United States. On his first day in
office, Mr. Biden proposed an
immigration overhaul that would
have provided a pathway to
citizenship for millions of immi-
grants. Republicans refused to
consider the proposal

“1 will never demonize immi-

Mr. Biden said at the
1' 1l

grant:
White House on Tuesday.
never refer to immigrant
paisoning the blood of a cau |m +
And further, I'll never separate
children from their families at
the border. I will not ban people
from this country because of

their religious beliefs.”

But the new measures are a
sharp crackdown.

One measure included in the
president’s proclamation on
Tuesday prohibits migrants from
entering the United States for
five years — even through alegal
pathway — if they have been
caught trying to enter illegally
wihile the president's asylum ban
isin place.

Mr. Biden T Iso reached the
same conclusion as Mr. Trump
and Mr. Miller when it comes to
the source of their legal autharity
10 take executive action to pre-
vent migration.

Section 212(f) of the Immigra-
tion and MNationality Act reads:
“Whenever the president finds
that the entry of any aliens or of
any class of aliens into the
United States would be detri-

mental to the interests of the
United States, he may by procla-
mation, and for such period as he
shall deem necessary, suspend
the entry of all aliens or any
class of aliens as immigrants or
nonimmigrants, or impose on the
entry of "ﬂl(‘ll‘alw restrictions
he mw deem to be appropriate”

Legal scholars have debated
for years the meaning of those
words. When the Supreme Court
upheld Mr. Trump's travel ban,
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr
wrote that the provision “exudes
deference to the president in
every clause" The American
Civil Liberties Union said the
court's ruling in that case was
wrong and “stands among its
greatest failures, reminiscent of
its decisions allowing the dis-
criminatory incarcer '|tv0|l af
Japanese American:

In February, Mr. Miller said
Mr. Trump shiould use the provi-
sion ina “muscular” way during
a second term and called for it to
be part of an effort to “establish a
fortress position on the border
and say no one can cross here at
all”




In Shift, Biden Orders
Border Shut at Times;
A.C.L.U. Vows to Sue

President Moves to Halt Surges of Migrants,
But Rejects Comparisons to Trump's Actions

By ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS

and HAMED ALEAZIZ

WASHINGTON — President
Biden issued an executive order
on Tuesday that prevents mi-
grants from seeking asylum at the
U.S.-Mexico border when cross-
ings surge, a dramatic election-
VEAT MOVE to ease pressure on the
immigration system and address
A MAI0T CONCETTL AMONE Voters,

The measure is the most re-
strictive border policy instituted
by Mr. Biden, or any other modern
Democrat, and echoes an effart in
2018 by President Donald I
Trump to cut off migration that
was blocked in federal court.

Inremarks at the White House,
Mr. Biden said he was forced to
take executive action because Re-
publicans had blocked bipartisan
legislation that had some of the
most significant border security
restrictions Congress had consid-
ered in years.

"We must face a simple truth"
said the president, who was joined
by agroup of lawmakersand may-
ors from border commumities. “Ta
protect America as a land that
weleomes immigrants, we must
first secure the border and secure
it now"

Aware that the policy raised un-
comfortable comparisons, Mr. Bi-
den took pains to distinguish his
actions from those of Mr. Trump.
“We continue to work closely with
our Mexican neighbors instead of
attacking them," Mr. Biden said.
He said he would never refer to
immigrants as “poisoning the
blood" of the country, as Mr.
Trump has done.

Still, the move shows how dras-
tically the politics of immigration
have shifted to the right in the
United States. Polls suggest there
is suppart in both parties for bor-
der measures once denounced by
Democrats and championed by
Mr. Trump as the number of peo-
ple crossing into the country has
reached record levels in recent
vears.

Mr. Biden's executive action
was set to go into effect at 12:01
am. onWednesday, at which point
border officers could return mi-
grants across the border into
Mexico or totheir home countries
within hours or days.

The American Civil Liberties
Union said it planned to challenge
the executive action in court.

“The administration has left us
little choice but to sue" said Lee
Gelernt, a lawyer at the ACL.U,
which led the charge against the
Trump administration's attempt

to block asylum in 2018 and re-
sulted in the policy being stopped
by federalcourts. "It was unlawful
under Trump and is no less illegal
now"

Assuming it survives legalchal-
lenges, the policy kicks in once the
seven-day average for daily illegal
crossings hits 2,500 — a regular
occurrence  now. The  border
would reapen only after the figure
drops to 1,500 for seven days in a
row and stays that way for two
weeks,

That is a significant shift in how
asvlum has worked for years.

Typically, migrants who crossil-
legally and claim asylum are re-
leased into the United States to
wait for court appearances, where
they can plead their cases. Buta
huge backlog means those cases
can take years to come up.

The new system is designed to
deter those illegal crossings.

There would be limited excep-
tions to the restrictions an-
nounced Tuesday, including for
minors who cross the border
alone, victims of human traffick-
ing and those who use a Customs
and Border Protection app to
schedule an appointment with a
border officer to request asylum.

But for the most part, the order
suspends longtime guarantees
that give anyone who steps onto
1.5 soilthe right toseek a safe ha
Vel

The executive action mirrors
the legislation that Republicans
blocked in February, saying it was
not strong enough. Many of them,
egged on by Mr Trump, were
loath to give Mr. Biden a legisla-
tive victory in an election year.

“Donald Trump begged themto
vote 'no’ because he was worried
that more border enforcement
would hurt him politically” An-
drew Bates, a White House
spokesman, saidin a statement on
Tuesday He added: “The Ameri-
can people want bipartisan solu-
tions to border security — not cyn-
ical palitics.”

Immigration advocates  and
some progressive Democrats
have expressed concern that Mr.
Biden was abandoning his prom-
ise to rebuild the asylum system.

“By reviving Trump's asylum
ban, President Biden has under-
mined American values and aban-
doned our nation's obligations to
provide people fleeing persecu-
tion, violence, and authoritarian-
ism with an opportunity to seek
refuge in the U.S." said Senator
Alex Padilla, Democrat of Califor-
nia

Mr. Biden said that those who
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“To protect America as a land that welcomes
immigrants, we must first secure the border

and secure it now.’

FRESIDENT BIDEN, whose order restricts asylum seekers during surges.

believe his latest restrictions are
too strict should be “patient” He
saidin the coming weeks he would
speak about “how we can make
our immigration system more fair
and more just.”

Touesday's decision is a stark
turnaround for Mr. Biden, who
came into office attacking Mr
Trump for his efforts to restrict
asylum. During a 2019 debate, Mr.
Biden, then a candidate running
against Mr. Trump for the first
time, excoriated his rival's poli-
cies,

“This isthe first president inthe
history of the United States of
America that anybody seeking

asylum has to do it in another
country” Mr. Biden said at the
time.

Mr. Trump tried several times
to close the ULS. border to asylum
seekers, succeeding only in 2020
when he used a Covid-era emer-
gency rule to seal the border to
MOSE MIrants.

Immigration has proved to be a
huge political vulnerability for Mr
Biden, reaching a crisis in Decem-
ber, when about 10,000 people a
day were making their way into
the United States.

Biden administration officials,
panicked over those numbers,
pressed Mexicotodo more to curk

I

3

Migrants looking to cross the Rio Grande into Texas this week.
President Biden ordered that asylum seekers be limited to 2,500
aday. Mr. Biden said on Tuesday that he was forced to take exec-
utive action because hipartisan legislation had been blocked

migration. Mexican officials have
since used charter flights and
buses to move migrants deeper
south and away from the United
States.

The number of people crossing
has plunged since then, though
the numbers are still historically
high. On Sunday, more than 3,500
people crossed without authoriza-
tion, in line with the trends of re-
cent weeks, according to a person
with know ledge of the data.

Even with the executive order
in place, migrants could still apply
for other protections designed for
those who can prove they will be
tortured in their home country
But that screening has a much
higher bar than asylum and as a
result, administration officials
said they do not expect many mi-
grants to be screened into the
United States.

People who cross illegally and
do not qualify for those other pro-
tections would be subject toa five-
year prohibition on entering the
United States

White House officials believe
the order provides Mr. Biden an
opportunity to take Republicans
to task for dooming the bipartisan
bill. That legislation also would
have provided billions to the
Homeland Security Department
for mare border officers and im-
migration judges

Mr. Biden cannot provide those
resources through executive ac-
tion. White House officials for

weeks said they preferred legisla-
tion over presidential proclama-
tion because it would be more last-
ing and less exposed to a court
challenge.

The order also comes with some
political risks. Republicans have
questioned why Mr. Biden did not
take unilateral action at the bor-
der sooner. In January, he told re-
porters that he had “done all Tean
do" at the border and that he
needed help from Congress.

“It's all about show, because he
knows we have a debate coming
up in three weeks," Mr. Trump said
Tuesday on social media.

As  Mr  Biden considered
whether to take executive action
in recent months, his administra-
tion has taken smaller steps to try
to control those backlogs.

In May, the administration pro-
posed a rulechange that would al-
low officers to quickly identify
peaple who are ineligible for asy-
lum, such as those who have been
convicted of serious crimes. Cur-
rently, they may be allowed to en-
ter the country and wait months,
or often years, for asylum pro-
ceedings. The proposal must go
through a 30-day public comment
period.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services alsoissued anew
policy in May instructing asylum
officers to consider whether appli-
cants could find refuge in their
own countries before coming to
the United States.

Kennedy Faces Big Hurdle as Deadline to Qualify for Presidential Debate Nears

By CHRIS CAMERON
and REBECCA DAVIS O'BRIEN

President Biden's campaign
has been clear: He will debate for-
mer President Donald J. Trump
anly one-on-one.

That hasn't stopped Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. from trying

As the deadline to qualify for
the June 27 debate draws closer,
Mr. Kennedy, who is running for
president as an independent, has
said he's confident he can still
meet host CNN's requirements,
while ramping up accusations
that the news organization rigged
the process. Lastweek, in an esca-

He must be on enough
state ballots to reach
270 electoral votes.

lation of his pressure campaign on
the host network, he filed a Fed-
eral Election Commission com-
plaint against CN N, saying that it
had colluded with the Biden and
Trump campaigns to exclude Mr.
Kennedy from the debate in vio-
campaign finance law.

adopted criteria  that
they believed would keep me off
the stage," Mr. Kennedy said inan
interview that aired last week,
adding that the network was also
interpreting those criteria in a
way that “weights them towards
the candidates they want on the
stage!

CNN has denied the accusa-
tions. But Mr. Kennedy's rivalsdo
have a mutual interest in boxing
him out, as The New York Times
previously reported. Mr. Kennedy
is drawing support away from
both Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump,
and both campaigns are con-
cemed about the potential for him
toswing the election in key battle-
ground states

In at least onerespect, Mr. Ken-
nedy has reason for optimism. Re-
cent palling has positioned Mr.
Kennedy closer to qualifying for

the debate stage than any third-
party candidate in more than
three decades. Mr. Kennedy must
earn at least 15 percent support in
four approved national polls by
June 20 to qualify for the debate.

He currently has three of those
qualifying polls, one from CNIN,
one from Quinnipiac University
and one from Marquette Univer-
sity Law School

But there's probably a bigger
hurdle. For an independent or
third-party candidate to appear
onstage with Mr. Biden and Mr.
Trump, that candidate “must ap-
pear on a sufficient number of
state ballots toreach the 270 elec-
toral vote threshold to win the
presidency," accordingtotherules
published by CNN. In other
waords, Mr. Kennedy must be offi-
cially be on the ballot in enough
states that — il he won them all —
the vote total would amount to a
majority in the Electoral College.

Mr. Kennedy currently has less
than a third of that threshold, ac-
cording to an analysishy The New
York Times, and CNN's June 20
deadline has put his campaign on
a ticking clock,

EBallot access has been central
to Mr. Kennedy's independent bid
from the beginning, and his cam-
paign embarked early on a
sprawling bid to qualify for the
November ballot in all 50 states.
His team has spent millions on
consultants, paid petitioners and
aggressive legal action — deploy-
ing amultipart strate gy of gather-
ing signatures to meet state re-
guirements and wooing small po-
litical parties that already have
ballot access to adopt Mr. Ken-
nedy as their standard-bearer

But another part of the cam-
paign’s strate gy in some cases has
been to deliberately slow-walk the
filing of paperwork with election
officials, in order to give his oppo-
nents less time to challenge his
petitions, The Times reported.
Though some states give candi-
dates until August or September
to file their ballot petitions, CNN'
deadline to qualify for the debate
stage is a week before the event.

“

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is running as an independent, has said he is confident he can still meet

host CNN's requirements, while ramping up accusations that the organization rigged the process.

Stefanie Spear, a spokeswoman
for the Kennedy campaign, said
on Monday that the campaign was
planning to file ballot petitions in
other statesin the coming weeks,
in an effort to qualify for the de-
bate. ButCNN has previously said
that “the mere application for bal-
lot access" does notcount asbeing
an the ballot in that state.

Mr. Kennedy's sophisticated
ballot access operation has, so far,
officially gotten him on the ballot
in only six states — California,
Utah, Hawaii, Oklahoma, Michi-
gan and Delaware — totaling 89
electoral college wvotes. That
leaves him with only about a third
of the votes needed, and racing
against the clock to make up the
difference with a little more than
two weeks to go.

The campaign says he has qual-
ified for the ballot in 11 other
states, where it has filed petitions
— often with tens of thousands of
signatures, or the backing of a mi-

nor party — but where its status
has not yet been confirmed by the
state: MNebraska, Texas, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Idaho,
Nevada, Ohio, New Hampshire,
Iowa, New York and New Jersey.

If all of those additional states
were approved, that would be 149
maore votes, bringing Mr. Ken-
nedy's total to 238, But there is no
guarantee that will happen — and
certainly no guarantee that it will
happenin time for the June 27 de-

ate.

State officialzcould block the el
fort, citing problems with the peti-
tions, or the Democratic or Repub-
lican parties could take action
against the campaign.

On Monday, the Kennedy cam-
paign sued Nevada, where state
officialshad saidin March thatthe
campaign's ballot petition was in-
valid because it had been sub-
mitted earlier this year without a
vice-presidential running mate.

The Kennedy campaign has

complained that the ballot access
requirement to participate had set
an unfair double standard for Mr.
Kennedy, asserting that neither
Mr. Biden nor Mr Trump would
qualify under those rules because
they have not beenofficially nomi-
nated by their respective parties.
Amaryllis Fox, Mr. Kennedy's
campaign manager, has said that
“the 270 threshald is nonsensical”

In a statement, CNN rejected
that framing, saying that “as the
presumptive nominees of their
parties both Biden and Trump will
satisfy” the ballot access require-
ment, adding that “as an inde-
pendent candidate, under applica-
ble laws R.EK. Jr. does not."

Ms. Spear said that she ex-
pected Mr. Kennedy's ballot peti-
tions in New York and Texas tobe
approved by the June 20 deadline,
and that the campaign was not
concerned about legal challenges
to its ballot access operation. A
spokeswoman for the New York

State Board of Elections also said
Monday that a decision on Mr.
Kennedy's ballot access was not
likely to come until late summer.
The petition, submitted last week,
has been met with a dozen chal-
lenges from residents, state
records show. Those challenges,
which will be detailed in filings
due later this weel, will have to be
reviewed before the petition is ap-
proved or rejected.

Oneroute to quick ballot access
is through the nomination of mi-
nor parties, which is how Mr. Ken-
nedy got on the ballotin California
and Michigan.

But even that is not foolproaf:
Mr. Kennedy had been nominated
last month by the Reform Party —
the party founded by Ross Perot
—which the campaign celebrated
as its ticket to getting on the ballot
in Florida. But the Reform Party's
status as a registered political
party in Florida was revoked last
vear because it failed to comply
with a state audit. The party has
applied to be reinstated, but it is
unclear whenorifthatapplication
willbe approved by the state.

In most other states, there are
no available minor parties for Mr.
Kennedy to run with.

The polling requirement could
still be an issue for Mr. Kennedy,
too, as the clock ticks down.

In addition to polls from CNN,
Quinnipiac University and Mar-
quette University Law Schaol,
CNN will also accept polls from
ABC News, CBS News, Fox News,
Monmouth  University, NBC
News, The New York Times/Si-
ena College, NPR/PBS News-
Hour/Marist College, The Wall
Street Journal, and The Washing-
ton Paost, as long as Mr. Kennedy
shows at least 15 percent suppart.
But it is difficult to predict if and
when Mr. Kennedy could get a
fourth qualifying poll, in part be-
cause his sup port varies so wildly
among the approved polls.

The Times's national poll from
April, for example, showed Mr.
Kennedy at just 2 percent support,
while the Marquette poll in May
had him at 17 percent.
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Among People With Criminal Records, Complex Feelin

By SHAILA DEWAN

Some Democralic leaders are
eager 0 make former President
Donald 1. Trump's new identity as
a convicted criminal central to
their pitch to voters on why heis
unfit for office. At the same time,
therehas been amovementon the
left for years to end the stigma of
criminal records and point out
grave issues in the country's legal
system.

That is why in the wake of the
news last week that a New York
juryhad found Mr. Trump guilty of
34 felony counts of falsifying busi-
ness records, there were complex
and personal reactions among the
millions of Americans who have
also been convicted of felonies.

They debated whether the for-
mer president's convictions made
him one of them or only under-
scored how unlike them he was,
and discussed their mixed feel-
ings over hearing an entire coun-
try discuss the ramifications of
having arap sheet.

“He's convicted, so now he's in
our community,” said Rahim Bu-
ford, 53, who alsohas a felony con-
viction on his record.

Mr. Bufordbelievesthat neither
Democrats nor Republicans have
done enough to address signifi-
cant parts of America's criminal
justice systemthat are broken, in-
cluding wrongful convictions, ra-
cial disparities and a rate of im-
prisonment that far outstrips that
of other industrialized nations.

So he wondered if sharing a la-
bel with the leader of the Republi-
can Party might not, in some way,
help his cause,

“Will he go to prison? I doubt it
Will it change his lifestyle? I doubt
it," said Mr. Buford, who founded
the organization Unheard Voices
Outreach for the formery incar-
cerated in Nashville. "But what I
know it will do is give him — he's
already had — an experience that
he can never forget. Because once
vou go through the criminal legal
system and you're put on trial,
that's traumatizing."

He added: "Now you under-
stand, at least a little bit, what it
feels like."

For Dawn Harrington, who
served time on Rikers Island in
New York and now directs an ar-

ganization called Free Hearts for
families affected by incarceration
in Tennessee, watching the news
coverage of Mr. Trump's convic-
tion last week was upsetting.

She heard liberals rejoice that
he was now a “convicted felon" a
term she and others have tried to
persuade people not to use,

Ms. Harrington said she did
time for gun possession after trav-
eling to New York with a handgun
that was registered in Tennessee.
Sheis from a part of Nashville that
has a high level of incarceration,
shesaid, and her brother had also
gone to prisoi

After the Trump verdict, she
also heard President Biden de-
fend the justice system as a “cor-
nerstone of America” that has en-
dured for “nearly 250 years" —
back to a time, Ms. Harrington
noted, whenslavery was legal.

The statement, she thought,
was “quite frankly dehumanizing
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tothe base that we organize with,"
she said.

At the same time, Ms. Harring-
ton said, a group chat she is on
erupted into a conversation about

Dawn Harrington, who served time on Rikers Island and now
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directs a group for families affected by incarceration, said much
ofthe reaction to Donald J. Trump's felony convictions last weelk
had been “dehumanizing to the base that we crganize with.”

what it was like to see national
news outlets discussing “perma-
nent punishments,"like the loss of
wvoting rights. Criminal convic-
tions often become obstacles to
finding jobs and housing, and bar
people from voting, owning guns
and pursuing some careers.

An estimated 77 million Ameri-
cans have a criminal record of
some Kind, according to the Na-
tional Conference of State Legisla-
tures. Nearly 20 million, accord-
ing to another estimate, have been
convicted of felonies.

Differences abound hetween
Mr. Trump and the vast majarity
of Americans who are convicledof
felonies, who are overwhelmingly
poor  and  disproportionately

Black, Latino and Native Ameri-
can. It is extremely rare for a
criminal case to even go o trial:
mast are resolved through plea
bargains.

Mr. Trump is running for the
highest office in the country, and
prosecutors in the case argued
that by falsifying business docu-
ments to cover up hush-money
pavments to a porn star, he de-
ceived the American peoaple.

Few of the typical conse-
quences are expected to affect Mr.
Trump, wha naw lives in Florida
Some legal experts said he was
likely to retain his vating rights,
unlike most other Florida resi-
dents convicted of felonies, be-
cause he was convicted ina differ-

gs About Trump ’

ent state

“Him having a felony convic-
tion now, that doesn't make him
one of us)" said David Ayala, who
lives in Orlando, Fla., and said that
his last criminal conviction, for
conspiracy to sell drugs in 2000,
still kept him from accompanying
his daughters on school field trips.
“He has had access to plenty of re-
sources. He has privilege”

Yet Mr Ayala recognized a
chance to make criminal justice a
bigger issue. “Here we have a for-
mer president wha feels he did not
receive a fair trial” he said. “So
what does that say about our jus-
tice system?"

At thesame time, Mr. Ayalacan-
not forget that after a group of
Black and Latino teenagers were
arrested in connection with the
rape of a jogger in Central Park in
1989, Mr. Trump took outfull-page
newspaper ads calling for New
York to reinstate the death pen-
alty. The teenagers, who became
known as the Central Park Five,
werelater exonerated and thereal
perpetrator was identified.

Mr: Avala said that it was tricky
to craft a statement about the
Trump conviction on behalf of the
Formerly Incarcerated, Con-
victed People and Families Move-
ment, anetwork of groups that he
leads.

The group's leaders wanted to
caution against the use of terms
like “felon” and “convicted crimi-
nal”" for Mr. Trump, but without
appearing to suppaort him

“There are so many character-
istics to him that are completely
againstwhat we stand for" Mr. Ay-
ala said, citing Mr. Trump's record
O race.

Mr. Buford, in Nashville, was
less guarded in his hopes for capi-
talizingon the moment. He served
26 years for killing a man during
an armed robberywhen he was 19,
and he knows that political will
can be very different when it
oomes to people whose offenses
were, like Mr. Trump's, nonvio-
lent.

“We have a different narrative
now," he said. “President Biden
could domassive clemencies right
now. I think it can change things
for us if we strategize and think
bigger and leave our personal
feelings out of it

Trial of President’s Son
Opens With Own Words

This artick is by Glenn Thrush,
Eileen Suilivan and Zach Monto-
fue

WILMINGTON, Del. — The
first day of testimony in Hunter
Biden's ftrial on gun-related
charges kicked off Tuesday with
the swreal sound of the defend-
ant's own voice ringing through
the courtroom, narrating his de-
scent into drug addiction, when
prosecutars played the audiobook
of his memair.

It ended with bitter written
words: the introduction of exple-
tive-laced, panicked texts to Hal-
lie Biden, his brother's widow and
his onetime girliriend, berating
her for disposing of his handgun
and warning, perhaps presciently,
thatit might setoff afederalinves-
tigation.

The government's case against
President Biden's son—for all the
drama, media swirl and complex
political dynamics — is fairly
straightforward: proving that Mr.
Biden was abusing drugs when he
filled out a federal firearms appli-
cation claiming he was not an “un-
lawful user” of contralled sub-
starces.

Prosecutors stressed that point
in their 13-minute opening state-
ment before a packed courtroom
that included Jill Biden, the first
lady. Lying on a federal gun appli-
cation is illegal and “nobody is al-
lowed to lie, not even Hunter Bi-
den" said Derek Hines, a top dep-
uty to the special counsel, David
C. Weiss.

“Addiction may not be a choice,
but lying and buying a gun is a
choice,” Mr. Hines said.

Nobody is above the law," he

added, echoing language the Jus-
tice Department has repeatedly
used to justify its prosecutions of
former President Donald I.
Trump.

Almost all of the events covered
in the trial happenedin 2018, when
Joseph R. Biden Jr. was out of of-
Tice.

Mr. Biden's lawyer, Abbe Low-
ell, zaid he would disprove the
government's core contention
that Mr. Biden “knowingly" broke
the law by answering “no” on a
question  asking  applicants
whether they were using drugs at
the time they soughtto purchasea
gun.

He implied that the present
tense of the question about drug
use — the verb "is" — meant the
government must prove Mr Bi-
den was getting high at the exact
time he bought the gun.

The salacious details of Mr. Bi-
den's private life have madehim a
fixture of the tabloids and an irre-
sistible target for Republicans.
But Mr. Lowel], banging the podi-
um for emphasis, urged jurors to
focus on the nuances of the case,
and emphasized that while Mr. Bi-
denwas addicted o crack cocaine
from 2015 to 2019, he had sporadic
periods of sobriety when he could
credibly claim to be drug-free. The
law, he said, was not intended to
punish “mistakes.”

Mr. Lowell, speaking for about
45 minutes, drew a sharp distine-
tion in the handling of the gun as
well as other stand-alone prosecu-
tions of violations an & gun appli-
cation, which often entail violence
or other criminal activity. After
Mr. Biden bought the gun, he

never loaded it, never removed it
from its lock box in his truck and
neverused itduring the 11dayshe
avened it, Mr: Lowell said

It was his girlfriend at the time,
Hallie Biden, who found the gun,
removed it from the box, placed it
in a pouch that contained drug
residue and tossedit inatrash can
atanearby grocery store. And Mr.
Biden was not happy she did so.

“Did you take that from me,
Hallie?" Mr. Biden texted after
learning she had taken the gun
from the lock box because she
feared he might kill himself with
it. "Are you insane. Tell me now.
This isno game"

Later, after he was contacted by
the local police, hesuggested that
the weapon might be discovered
by the EB.L, which he referred to

using an expletive.

“It's hard to believe anyone is
that stupid,” he added.

Ms. Biden is expected to be
called as a witness for the pros-
ecution, perhaps as early as
‘Wednesday. Mr. Lowell suggested
he might sharply question her
version of events on cross-exami-
nation.

For the first two days of the
trial, Hunter Biden's famiy
watched attentively from the row
of seats right behind him. At one
point, when his lawyer spoke
about support from his wife, Me-
lissa Cohen Biden, in helping him
maintain his sobriety, Mr Biden
turned around to look at them.

If prosecutors began with a fo-
cused outline of their case, their
presentation soon slowed with the

Hunter Biden arriving in federal court Tuesday to stand trial on
charges that he lied about his drug use on a firearms application.

testimony of their first witness, an
EB.IL agent who served as a kind
of docent The agent, Erika
Jensen, guided the jury through
exhibits and played extended au-
dio clips of Mr. Biden reading
chapters of “Beautiful Things,
autobiography, detailing his ad-
diction to crack at the time he
bought the gun.

The sound of Mr. Biden's voice,
piped in through speakers as he
listened tight-lipped, was jarring
and it initially transfixed the
courtroom. But after about ahalf-
hour, attention drifted, even, it
SECMed, AToN g prosecutars.
int, Mr. Hines asked
‘e're stillin Chapter

The trial, which is expected o
last about a week, promises to be
an excruciating personal ordeal
for the Biden family.

On Tuesday, Mr Hines said
prosecutors planned to summon
M. Biden and another woman Mr
Biden was romantically involved
with, Zoe Kestan, in addition to his
former wife, Kathleen Buhle, who
is likely to testify first.

He also plans to call Gordon
Cleveland, an employee at the
Delaware gun store where Mr. Bi-
den bought his weapon, and two
expert witnesses who will testify
on drug residue andother forensic
evidence.

The purpose is to provide wit-
ness testimony to fill in gaps left
by dozens of documents and texts
— some extracted from Mr Bi-
den's lost laptop computer —
which the government presented
to the jury Tuesday afternoon.

Ms.  Jensen  painstakingly
posted texts from Mr. Biden and
the people who sald, or obtained,
crack for him on screens through-
out the courtroom, painting a pic-

ture of a desperate man who
seemed to spend every waking
minute in mid-2018 hunting for
drugs

She juxtaposed those patterns
with his cash withdrawals that av-
eraged a staggering $50,000 a
maonth that fall, in an effort to con-
nect his runaway spending to his
out-of-control addiction. That in-
cluded a $5,000 withdrawal on
Oct. 12, 2018, theday he bought the
Weapon

Mr Lowell who began his
cross-examination of the FBIL.
agent as the session on Tuesday
neared a close, seized on the gov-
emment’s lack of evidence, such
as frantic texts to his dealers
around the time of the gun pur-
chase, to prove the withdrawals
were linked to drug deals,

If the government was using
maore than 60 text messages be-
tween Mr Biden and someone
else on Feh. 26, 2019, to establish
that he was using drugs, there
was nothing like that in October,
supporting the defense's argu-
ment that Mr. Biden was not an
unlawful user of drugs when he
filled out the federal form to pur-
«chase his gun.

Mr Biden is charged with three
felonies: lying to a federally li-
censed gun dealer, making a false
claim on the federal firearms ap-
plication used to screen appli-
cants and possessing an illegally
obtained gun in October 2018, He
faces a separate trial in Los Ange-
les this fall on tax charges.

If convicted on the three gun-re-
lated charges, Mr. Biden could
face up to 23 years in prison and
§750,000 in fines. But nonviolent
first-time offenders who have not
‘been accused of using the weapon
inanather crime rarely receive se-
rious prison time for the charges.

In a Delaware Courtroom, a Routine Gun

By ROBERT DRAPER

WILMINGTON, Del. — When
the federal prosecutor, Derek
Hines, began his opening state-
ment with the words "no man is
above thelaw," it signified the only
rhetorical acknowledgment to the
jury that thetrial of Hunter Biden
was not anordinary gun charge.

Mr. Hines seemed intent on try-
ing a seemingly run-of-the-mill
case of a drug addictcharged with
illegally purchasing a firearm. In
doing so, however, it was as if he
had instructed the 12 jurors, inthe
manner of the wizard in “The Wiz-
ard of Oz, to pay no attention to
the extraordinary  spectacle
plainly in view.

Pay no attention to the defend-
ant's last name, the most famous
one in Wilmington. Pay no atten-

tion to the first lady, Jill Biden, sit-
ting in the frontrow behind the de-
fendant, whom she raised as her
own son. Pay no attention to Mr.
Biden's famous attorney, Abbe
Lowell, orto the millionaire Holly-
wood lawyer also in the front row,
Kevin Morris, who is largely
bankralling his friend Mr. Biden's
legal defense.

And pay no attention to the 50
orso membersofthe mediataking
up most of the spectator space —
among them a documentary film
team paid for by Mr. Morris.

The 12 jurors were left todeduce
these matters on their own. Sev-
eral of them stole glances at the
defendant, as if trying to square
the image of the 54-year-old man
in the dark suit, flag lapel pin and
tortoiseshell reading glasses with

the crack addict described in the
testimony. At one point, Mr. Biden
flashed a genetically familiar
broad smile while talking to Mr.
Lowell during a courtroom break.

For the most part, hawever, the
defendant looked the somber part
of a man facing up to 25 years in
prison. He sat impassively, listen-
ing along with the jury to his own
voice reciting the audio version of
‘his memair, “Beautiful Things," in-
cluding the observation, “We've
allbeen ingide rooms we can't af-
ford to die in”

Though the narrator was refer-
ring to a succession of Los Ange-
les hotels, including the Chateau
Marmont, where Mr. Biden once
spentweeks doing crack, he could
just as easily have been referring
to Courtroom 44 of the I Caleb

Case, but Abnormal in Every Other Way

A first lady and a
documentary film
team in attendance.

Boggs Federal Building in Wil-
mington, Del.

Jill Biden, dressed in a pale
green suit, maintained areflective
it somewhat stricken counte-
nance throughout the moming.
(She attended the congressional
picnic at the White House later in
the day, and left in the evening
with the president for the con-
memoration of the 80th anniver-
sary of D-Day in France.)

In the courtroom, after Mr. Low-
ell's opening statement, she said

quietly, “That was good," to the
two women on either side of her:
Ashley Biden, her daughter, and
Mr. Biden's wife, Melissa Cohen
Biden.

Duringa break, Mr. Biden's wife
angrily confronted a courtroom
spectator, Garrett Ziegler, a for-
mer Trump White House aide who
has published on his company
wehbsite purported excerpts from
Ashley Biden's diary and is being
sued by Mr. Morris for doxxing his
personal information.

“You have no right ta be here,'
Melissa Cohen Biden said to Mr
Ziegler, adding an epithet.

A few minutes later in the pres-
ence of several reporters, Ms. Bi-
den, who is Jewish, suggested that
Ziegler had expressed anti-
semitic views about her and other

Democrats, adding, "1 doubt he
makes those derogatory slurs
about Jared Kushner”

The presence of Mr. Ziegler,
who did not respond to a request
for comment, was a reminder of
how fervently the president's crit-
ics have anticipated the trial of his
son as payback for former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump's conviction
last week in his Manhattan hush-
maoney trial and the three other
trials he currently awaits, includ-
ing two cases brought by the Jus-
tice Department

Still, for them, the prospect of
cheering on the Biden administra-
tion's Justice Department in a
nonviolent gun ownership case is
terra incognita, just asit is for the
jury that will decide the fate of a
“Wilmin glon native son.
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Garland Says G.O.P. Attacks Won’t Intimidate Justice Dept. Trump Hits

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
and GLENN THRUSH

WASHINGTON — Aftorney
General Merrick B. Garland, fac-
ing the prospect of a contempt
vote in Congress, on Tuesday de-
nounced attacks on the Justice
Department by former President
Donald J. Trump and his alli
cluding one he labeled a “conspir-
acy theory” and others he called
“baseless and extremely danger-
ous falsehoods.”

Testifying before the House Ju-
diciary Committee, the usually
mild-mannered  Mr.  Garland
bluntly pushed back against Re-
publican demands that he tum
over andio of a special counsel's
interview of President Biden over
his handling of classified docu-
ments. He linked those calls to
other criticism they have directed
toward prosecutors at a time of
“heinous threats of violence being
directed at the Justice Depart-
ment's career public servants.”

“These repeated attacks on the
Justice Department are unprece-
dented, and they are unfounded,”
he said. “These attacks have not,
and they will not, influence our de-
cision making. T view contempt as
a serious matter. But I will not
jeopardize the ability of our pros-
ecutors and agents to do their jobs
effectively in future investiga-
tions. T will not be intimidated.”

Theremarks amountedto avig-
orous defense of the integrity of
federal law enforcement as Mr.
Trump and his allies have ag-
gressively impugned it a cam-
paign they stepped up after his
conviction in New York State
oourt last week on 34 felony
counts of falsifving business
records to cover up a sex scandal.

Republicans voiced anger atthe
outcome of that case —and three
other  criminal  indictments
against Mr. Trump, all of which
they portrayed as an organized
Democratic conspiracy — along
with the separate issue of Mr. Gar-
land's refusal to turn over the au-
dio of Mr. Biden's interview.

Mr.Garlandhad assigned aspe-
cial counsel, Robert K. Hur, to in-
vestigate how classified docu-
ments accompanied Mr. Biden
when he left the vice presidency.
Mr. Hur concluded that there was
insufficient evidence to prove that
Mr. Biden lnowingly retained
classified files without authoriza-

tion.
The White House has turned

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland accused his critics of seeking to undermine Ihe ru\e of |au

TP BRENNES

publicans have threatened to pull
funding that would curtail the Jus-
tice Department's operations. A
day earlier, the House Judiciary
Committee chairman, Represent-
ative Jim Jordan, Republican of
Ohio, proposed forbidding federal
grants to state prosecutor offices
that investigate former presi-
dents. He also proposed defund-
ing the office of Jack Smith, the
special counsel overseeing two
criminal investigations into Mr.
Trump,

As the hearing began on Tues-
day, Mr. Jordan declared: “Justice
is no Jonger blind in America. To-
day it is driven by palitics. Exam-
ple No. 1 is President Trump."
Democrats on the committee
dismissed the actions of their
G.0 P colleagues as performative
antics. Representative A
Schiff of California, referring to
Mr. Jordan's opening statement,
said Republicans' real problem
was that the justice system would
hold accountable even a former
president who had committed
crimes,

“They are about to nominate a

over a transcript of Mr. Hur's in-
terview with the president, but
Republicans subpoenaed the au-
dio. Last month, Mr. Biden in-
voked executive privilege — a
constitutional prerogative to law-
fully keep secret certain internal
information concerning the exec-
utive branch — and Mr. Garland
declined to comply with the GO.P.
demand.

Inresponse, Republicans on the
Judiciary Committee and the
Oversight Committee have rec-
ommended holding Mr. Garland in
contempt

Befare the hearing, the Justice
Department sent Congress a four-
page Office of Legal Counsel
memo approving the invocation of
privilege, a copy of which was ob-
tained by The New York Times. It
said the transcript was sufficient
to meet lawmakers' legitimate
oversight needs and producing
the audia would undermine “the
departments ability to conduct
similar high-profile criminal in-
vestigations in the future — in
particular, investigations where
the volmtary cooperation of
White House officials is exceed-
ingly important.’

But the hearing frequently

veered away from the issue of ex-
ecutive privilege and toward
prievances  Republicans  have
with the various criminal proceed-
ings against Mr. Trump, including
federal and Georgia cases involv-
ing his attempt to overturn the
outcome of the 2020 election and a

The attorney general
faces the possibility of
a contempt vote.

federal case over his retention of
classified documents.

Against that backdrop, several
Republican lawmakers, including
Representative Matt Gaetz of
Florida and Tom McClintock of
California, highlighted that a for-
mer Biden appointee in the Jus-
tice Department, Matthew Colan-
gelo, had joined the Manhattan
district attorney's office in De-
cember 2022 and participated in
the trial against Mr. Trump. Mr.
Cadlangelo was previously the top
deputy to the department's No. 3

AD WATCH

afficial.

Mr. Gaetz accused Mr. Garland
of “dispatching” Mr. Colangelo to
“get Trump." But Mr. Garland said
he had nothing to do with Mr.
Caolangeln's decision toapply for a
position prosecuting white-collar
crime in the Manhattan district at-
torney's office.

“I'm saying it's false," Mr. Gar-
land said. "1 did not dispatch Mr.
Colangelo anywhere"

In his opening statement, Mr.
Garland also  denigrated the
broader Republican claim that the
Justice Department — which had
declined to move forward with a
case related to the Mr. Trump's
hush-money payment during the
2016 election —was behindthe de-
cigion by the Manhattan district
attorney, Alvin L. Bragg, to pro-
ceed with the matter.

The attacks on the Justice De-
partment mpany  “false
claims that ajury verdictin a state
trial, brought by a local district at-
torney, was somehow controlled
by the Justice Department, Mr.
Garland said. “That conspiracy
theory is an attack on the judicial
process itself."

They also come as House Re-

@

convicted felon, and they do not
know how to cope with that,' Mr
Schiff said. “They do not know
how to cope with the justice sys-
tem that, in fact, treats Donald
Trump the same as it would any
ather citizen, and so they have to
push these conspiracy theories
that they know are patently false "

Among the more extraordinary
claims by Mr. Trump and his allies
in recent weeks was the false
statement that the Biden adminis-
tration authorized the FB.L to kill
him when the EB.L conducted a
court-ordered search of his Mar-
Laga estate in 2022 to retri
classified documents.

The claim was based on a dis-
tortion of the standard Justice De-
partment use-of-force policy that
is routinely included in search
warrant documentation pack-
ages. Mr. Garland noted that the
same policy “was part of the p:
age when for the search of Pre:
dent Biden'shome" as well.

“This is dangerous" Mr. Gar-
land said when asked about the
consequences of such an as-
sertion. "It raises the threats of vi-
olence against prosecutors and
career agents. The sllegation
false”
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Climate Group’s Ads Laud Biden Policies in Wisconsin and Michigan

By REID 1 EPSTEIN
WASHINGTON — A climate
group with ties to Gov. Jay Inslee
of Washington State is running
Sl million of television advertis-
ing in Michigan and Wisconsin
that aims to highlight President

Biden's record on renew able
energy.

The ads, which feature two
Democratic governors, Gretchen
Whitmer of Michigan and Tony
Evers of Wisconsin, are among
the most significant third-party
ads to be broadcast in presiden-
tial battleground states so far
this cycle.

The group funding them, Ever-
green Collaborative, was founded
by staff members of Mr. Inslee's
2020 presidential campaign.

Over the past three vears, the
group spent about $2.5 million an
issue advocacy ads in Michigan,
Nevada and Wisconsin to pro-
mote the Inflation Reduction Act,
a Michigan clean energy bill and
federal pollution standards.

The new ads began broadeast-
ing on Tuesday and will run for
three weels in Milwaulkee and in
the Flint and Grand Rapids tele-
vision markets in Michigan.

R

Gov Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan is appearing in TV ads
highlighting President Biden’s record on renewable energy.

‘What the ads say
Evergreen's Michigan ad fea-
tures Ms. Whitmer playingup
Mr. Biden's record — as wellas
her own— on investing in re-
newable energy in the state.
“Make it in Michigan," M
‘Whitmer says while standing in
what she says is a job-training

center. "It's what we're doing
every single da;
As footage of Mr. Biden at the
Detroit Auto Show rolls, Ms.
Whitmer says that “batteries
that used to be made in China
are being made all across our
state,” an appeal to voters wha
have been attracted by the anti-

China policies of Mr. Biden's
Republican rival in the race,
former President Donald J.
Trump.

The Wisconsin ad doesn't show
Mr Eversuntil the end. It fo-
cuses on solar projects, which
the ad will power .aUUDU
hames in the state.

“Governor Evers is working
with the Biden administration to
do even more," the ad's narrator
says as photos are shown of Mr.
Evers and Mr. Biden touring a
Milwaukee factory last summer.
“Your home value goes upand
wvour energy bill goes down "

The ad concludes with footage
af Mr. Evers's annual State of the
State address. “Wisconsinites,
thisis the future we spent years
working hard to build together”
hes:

What the ads are trying todo
These ads are an attempt to
capitalize on the popularity of
Ms. Whitmer and Mr. Evers, who
polls show are far more popular
than Mr. Biden in their states.
Because Evergreen is techni-
cally an issue-advocacy organi-

zation, it is prohibited from mak-
ing an explicit push to vote for
Mr. Biden, but the message is not
subtle. The Michigan ad, with
Ms. Whitmer wearing a leather
jacket and speaking from a fac-
tory floor, could be a Biden cam-
paign ad on its own. The argu-
ment boils down to: Youlike
what I've done, so support Presi-
dent Biden.

Neither ad mentions the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, the 5891
billion law Mr. Biden signed in
2022. Relatively few Americans
have heard of the law, and the
Democratic Party's top strat-
egists have discouraged cam-
paigns from referring toit by
name.

Instead, with these ads, Ever-
green is seeking to remind voters
that something they like — build-
ing car bhatteries in Michigan and
using solar power in Wisconsin
— is brought to them by the
Biden administration. Less than
six manths out from the election,
\1| Biden has struggled to con-

s that message to voters,
\e'\\'mg suppartive outside
groups and Demaocratic gover-
nors to do it for him.

$141 Million
For Month,

Closing Gap

By THEODORE SCHLEIFER

Former President Donald 1
Trump and the Republican Na-
tional Comumittee collected a com-
bined $141 million in May, cam-
paign officials said on Manday, an
enormous haul fueled in part by
his criminal conviction last week

That sum should help Mr.
Trump continue his quest to close
his yawning financial gap with
President Biden and his own al-
lied groups. Mr. Biden has vet to
announce May fund-raising num-
bers, but based on Monday's fig-
ures, heis likely to be outraised for
the second month in a row, The
§141 million figure matches what
Mr. Biden and the Democratic
Party raised in March and April
combined.

The figures announced by Mr
Trump's campaign, which cannat
be verified until federal filings are
released publicly this month, rep-
resent, by far, his strongest single
monthof fund-raising in 2024.

The fund-raising was powered
by what Lara Trump, the Republi-
can National Committee co-chair-
woman and the former presi-
dent's daughter-in-law, said on
Sunday was $70 million raised by
Mr Trump and the RN.C.inthe 48
hours after Mr. Trump's convic-
tion.

The reported $141 million total
oonsists of so-called hard daollars,
which can be spent directly by
aides at the Trump campaign and
the RN.C. The Trump campaign
also said that even more cash,
$150 million, had been secmed
last month by some unidentified
“organizations supporting Presi-
dent Trump,” presumably a few of
the outside groups that have
backed his bid so far. These out-
side groups cannot coordinate
spending with the campaign itself
and have to pay more for units of
advertising, and so the money
they raise is generally seen as less
efficient dollars,

The main super PAC backing
Mr. Trump, MAGA Inc., declined a
request for more specificinforma-
tion on its monthly fund-raising
Another, newer pro-Trump group,
Right for America, has also had
some early fund-raising success.

Even hefore his guilty verdict in
Manhattan, Mr. Trump had been
significantly improving his fund-
raising performance since emerg-
ing as the presumptive Republi-
can nominee

Mr. Biden has consistently held
an advantage in cash on hand, or
the amount available to be spent.
But in April, Mr. Trump and his al-
lied groups outraised Mr Biden
and his groups for the first time.
And in the 24 hours after Mr
Trump's conviction, his campaign
said that it had raised nearly $33
million online, a number that is
presumably included in the 5141
million May fund-raising total.

A Biden campaign spokesman
declined to provide fund-raising
numbers for the president and his
allied groups.

In addition to his grass-roots
suppart, Mr. Trump has been suc-
cessfullvreeling in major Re publi-
can donors who declined to sup-
part him during the primary race
and have only recently returned
home.

On Monday afternoon, for in-
stance, the billionaire venture
cnpllnllst Doug Leone, who re-
nounced Mr. Trump after the Capi-
tol rioton Jan. 6,2021, and then do-
nated millions to a group backing
Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida dur-
ing his presidential campaign,
d thathe would back Mr. Trump

Executive at Epoch Times, a Falun Gong-Linked Outlet, Accused of Money Laundering

By KEN BENSINGER
and CHARLES HOMANS

A top executive at The Epoch
Times, a right-wing media com-
pany, has been arrested and
charged with laundering at least
%67 million in stolen money
through company accounts in a
multiyear scheme to lift financial
retums.

A federal grand jury indicted
Weidong Guan, also known as Bill
Guan,on one count of money laun-
dering, as well as two counts of
bank fraud. The accusations say
he lied to a financial institution
about the source of the eas:
of which was allegedly pilfered
through fraudulently obtained un-
employment benefits. The money
increased The Epoch Times'srev-
enue by nearly 400 percent in just
one year, according to the Justice
Department

M. Guan hief financialoffi-
OET, Was ar sted on Monday and
the indictment, hand ed up on May
23, was unsealed. He entered a
plea of not guilty. His lawyer, afed-
eral public defender, declined to
comment. If convicted, Mr. Guan
faces a maximum sentence of 20
vears for the money-laundering
charge and 30 years for each bank
frand charge.

The Epoch Times is affiliated
with Falun Gong, a spiritual

movement banned in China, and
was for years an obscure, free
print newspaper dedicated large-
Iy to criticizing the Chinese Com-
munist Party. In recent years the
outlet transformed itsell into a
prominent supporter of Donald J.
Trump and his allies on the right.

According to prosecutors, Mr.
Guan ran a “sprawling, trans-
national scheme" over four years
to buy prepaid debit cards on the
internet at a discount using cryp-
tocurrency and then deposit the
cards' money into both personal
and company accounts. The debit
cards were loaded with illegally
obtained funds, prosecutors said,
some of which was [raudulenty

obtained unemployment insur-
ance henefits.
Damian Williams, the United

States attorney for the Southern
District of New York, said the
charges represented the govern-
ment's ‘commitment to vig-
orouslyenforcingthe laws against
those who facilitate fraud through
money laundering and to protect-
ing the integrity of the U.S. finan-
clal system.”

Mr. Guan, 61, of Secaucus, N.I.,
was in custody Monday evening
facing a §3 million bail package,
including a $250,000 cash deposit,
according to a spokesman for the
Manhattan federal court. Onee re-

leased, Mr. Guan must remain in
home detention.

In a statement, The Epoch
Times said it "has a guiding prin-
ciple that elevates integrity in its
dealings abave everything else”
but added that it “intends to and
will fully cooperate with any in-
vestigation dealing with the alle-
gations against Mr Guan” The
company said it had suspended
Mr. Guan while the matter was

A scheme was behind
a period of growth,
prosecutors said.

still pending.

The Justice Department said
“the charges do not relate to the
media company's newsgathering

giaby its current chief executive,
John Tang, then a Georgia Tech
graduate student and a practi-
tionerof Falun Gong, amovement
that is banned in China, where its
members face persecution.

During the 2016 election, the
publication embraced Mr.
Trump's candidacy, in the hope
that as president he would bring
down the Communist Party, for-
mer Epoch Times staff members
told The New Yark Times in 2020,
After Mr. Trump's victory, the
news organization served as an
enthusiastic supparter, ampli-
fring the administrations mes-
saging and establishing itself as a
prominent outlet on the right.

It also became a prominent
spreader of right-wing conspiracy
theories, particula on social
media, and especially on Face-
oak, where the company built an
extensive and complex networkof
pages that drew sometimes-enor-
mous audienceswithviralcontent

activities” No other ploy
were named in the indictment

Theorganization publishes The
Epoch Times newspaper, runs a
digital news site by the same
name, produces numerous pod-
casts and operates the broade ast-
er New Tang Dynasty Television,
also known as NTD.

It was founded in 2000 in Geor-

and sive advertising.

In 2019, Facebook banned the
company from advertising on the
platform after it was found to be
obscuring its ad purchases in vio-
lation of transparency require-
ments, but it continued to thrive
on other platforms. Last year, the
company said it was the fourth-
largest newspaper in the United

States by number of subscrip-
tions, a number that could not be
verified because The Epoch
Times does not participate in in-
dustry audits,

The Justice Department said
the money-laundering scheme,
starting in 2020 and running
through last month, correspon ded
with a period of huge financial
growth for the organization. In
2020, total revenue increased to
571 million from just $15 million
the year before, according to 1('d-
eral tax filings, a 373 percent
crease. The following year, reve-
nue jumped again, by more than
70 percent, to $121 million. Those
tax filings were signed by M
Guan in hiscapacity as the organi-
zation's top financial executive

Mr. Guanand other representa-
tives frequently attributed the fi-
nancial results to growth in paid
circulation or donations from sup-
porters, at one point sending a let-
ter to a member of Congress stat-
ing that “subscriptions constitute
the major portion” of the in-
crease.”

But federal prosecutors said
that much of the money instead
came from a complex criminal
scheme, in which Mr. Guan em-
ployed an overseas-based team
called "Make Money Online" or
MMO.

When banks and cryptocur-
rency trading platforms con-
tacted Mr Guan about the large
number of suspicious transac-
tions involving the company's ac-
counts, he repeatedly denied any
irregularity, prosecutars said. In
ane instance, he toldone bank that
the deposits represented “more
and more donations fromour sup-
parters because more and more
people like our media," according
to the indictment.

Mr. Guan also deposited $16.7
million of the proceeds into his
personal accounts, ineome that he
did not report on his tax filings.

The Epoch Times has been ex-
panding its footprint in American
palitics. In January, Ron Johnson,
the Republican senator from Wis-
oonsin, hosted a screeningof* The
Real S[m\- of January 6" a film
produced by The Epnch Times's
streaming platform that promates
right-wing conspiracy theories
about the Capital riot

Last year, Representative
Ralph Norman, a Republican of
South Carolina, read a statement
into the Congressional Record
recagnizing The Epoch Times for
its “best practices and highest
principles of journalism.”

“This is all about one word,” Mr.
MNorman said in his statement:
"Freedom.”
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OpenAl Is Reckless
In Its Race to No. 1,
Several Insiders Say
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An article on Tuesday about Mex-
ican President-elect Claud
Sheinbaum’s background in ener-
gv engineering dentified the
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Ph.D. in ener il ring, not
environmental engineering
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Washington Post saw udience

ecline 50 percent. The decline
has been since 2020, not las
alone.
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ED.A. Advisory Panel Rejects MDMA-Aided Therapy to Treat PTSD

By ANDREW JACOBS

An independent advisory panel
ofthe Food and Drug Administra-
tionrejected the use of MDMA-as-
sisted therapy for post-traumatic
stress disorder on Tuesday, high-
lighting the unparalleled regula-
tory challenges of anovel therapy
using the drug commonly known
as Ecstasy.

Before the vote, members of the
panel raised concerns about the
designs of the two studies sub-
mitted by the drug's spons
Lykos Therapeutics. Many quc‘—
foc on the fact that
participants were by and
large able to correctly guess
whether they had been given
MDMA, alsoknown by the names
of Ecstasy or molly.

The panel voted 9-2 on whether
the MDMA-assisted therapy was
effective, and voted 101 on
whether the proposed treatment’s
benefits outweighed its risks.

Other pane expressed con-
cems over the drug's potential
cardiovascular effects, and possi-
ble bias among the therapists and
facilitators who guided the ses-
sions and may have positively in-
fluenced patient outcomes. A case
of misconduct involving a patient
and therapist in the mld\' also
weighed on  some  panelists'
minds.

Many of the committes mem-
said they were especially
worried about the failure of Lykos
to collect detailed data from par-
ticipants on the potential for
abuse of a drug that generates
feelings of bliss and well-being

“1 absolutely agree that we
need new and better treatments
for PTSD}" said Paul Holtzheimer,
deputy director for research at the
National Center for PTSD, a pan-
elist who voted no on the question
of whether the benefits of MDMA-
therapy outweighed the risks.

“However, 1 also note that pre-
mature introduction of a treat-

ment can actually stifle develop-
ment, stifle implementation and
lead to premature adoption of
treatments that are either not
completely lnown to be safe, not
fully effective or not being used at
their optimal efficacy,” he added

While the vote is not binding on
the EDA, the agency often fol-
lows the recommendations of its
advisory panels. A final decision
by the agency is expected in mid-
August.

MDMA, or methylene-
dioxymethamphetamine,  also
sometimes referred o as mido-
mafetamine is asynthetic psycho-
active drug that fosters self-
awareness, feelings of empathy
and sodial connectedness.

The illegal drug is listed as a
Schedule 1 substance, defined as
having no accepted medical use
and a high potential for abuse.
Should it win EDLA. approval, fed-
eral health authorities and Justice
Department officials would have
to follow certain steps to down-
gradethe drug's listing, much like
the process now underway with
cannabis.

The D.EA. might also set pro-
duction quotas for the drug ingre-
dients, as it does with stimulant
medications used to treat ADHD.

‘With the panel's focus on such
tDDIC;.’l‘ “euphoria," “suicidal ide-
ation" and “expectation bias," the
daylong session on Tuesday dem
onstrated the nuances and com-
plexities facing regulators as they
grapple with the terraincognita of
a therapy that only recently en-
tered mainstream
ter the nation's demde*-lmlz\\'u
on drugs.

An added wrinkle: the ED.A. is
aregulator of medications. Itdoes
not regulate psychotherapy and
has not evaluated drugs whose ef-
ficacy is tied to talk therapy

If approved, MDMA-assisted
therapy would be the first new
treatment for PTSD in nearly 25

=

Developed in 1912, MDMA w:

reclas

ified in 1985 as a Sched-

ule | substance, defined as a drug with no accepted medical use.

vears. The condition, which af-
fects some 13 million Americans,
has been implicated in the out-
sized suicide ratesamong military
veterans, whose suffering has gal-
vanized lawmakers from both
parties and prompted a sea
change in public attitudes about
therapies reliant on psychedelic
compounds.,

According to the studies sub-
mitted by Lykos, patients who re-
ceived MDM, A Dl sychother-
apy reported slgmrlc ntimprove-
ments in their mental health. The
most recent drug trial found that
maore than 86 percentof those wha
took MDMA achieved a measur-
able reduction in severity of their
PTSD symptoms.

About 71 percentof participants
improved encugh that they no
longer met the criteria for a diag-
no Of those who took the pla-
cebo, 69 percent improved and
near I\r45 percent no longer quali-
fied for a PTSD diagnosis,
ing to the submitted data

The questions, concer
evident skepticism voiced by the
10-member panel echoed those

raised by agency staff members,
who last week issued a briefing
document aimed at helping the
panel evaluate the effica nd
potential adverse health effects of
MDMA therapy.

In her opening remarks, Dr.
Tiffany Farchione, director of the
FDA!s division of psychiatry,
nated the regulatory challenge:
posed by '\1D\1A saying “we've
beenlearning a swe ED dong." But
in her testimony and in staff docu-

ments, she and other agency offi-

cials repeatedly noted that the

overall study results were signifi-

cant and lasting.
'A.Illwueh
ese

U\e .1pphmt|on

expe\ ienced sta mll_\' s\gluh—
«cant and clinically meaningful im-
provement in their PTSD symp-
toms," she said.

“And that improvement ap-
pears to be durable for at least
several months after the end of
the acute treatment period” she
said.

Much of the criticism about
Lykos's study designs focused on

Doblin, a veteran psychedelics ad-
vocate who in 1886 founded the

so-called functional inding, a
problem that affectsmany studies
invalving  psychoactive  com-
pounds

Although the roughly 400
patien ‘hotook partin the stus
ies were not told whether they had
received MDMA or a placebo, to
reduce the odds of bias in the re-
sults, the wvast majority were
acutely aware of any altered state
of mind, leading them to correctly
guess which study armthey were
enralled in

The FDLA. which worked with
Lykos to design the trials, has ac-
knowledged shortcomings in the
study designs and recently issued
new guidance to address the is-

Sl facing psychedelic re-
searchers
A number of other critical

voices emerged in recent months.
They include the Institute for Clin-
ical and Economic Review, a non-
profit that exai sthecosts and
effectiven: of medications,
which issued a report calling the
effects of the treatment “inconclu-
sive" and questioning Lykos's
=md\'|osm-

r organizations, like the
Amel Psychiatric Associa-
tion, have not opposed approval
outright, but have called on the
EDA. to mitigate any potential
negative consequences by craft-
ing rigorous regulations, strict
prescribing and dispensing con-
trols, and close monitaring of pa-
tients.

The EDUA. staffanalysis recom-
mended that appro should be
omtingent on restricted health
care settings, monitoring of pa-
tients and diligent reporting of ad-
verse events

Just before they voted on Tues-
day, the advisory panel heard
from more than 30 speakers who
offered starkly divergent views an
the application.

Several critics focused on Rick

Multidisciplinary Association for
Psychedelic Studies, the nonprofit
organization that filed the original
application for MDM A-assisted
therapy with the EDLA. The orga-
nization later created a for-profit
entity that earlier this year be-
came Lykos

Erian Pace, a lecturer at Ohio
State University, described the
company applying for approval as
a “therapy cult” and criticized Mr.
Daoblin's public comments high-
lighting his zeal for psychedelics,
including a belief that legalizing
and regulating them would bring
about world peace.

But the majority of those who
spoke in favor of the application
offered deeply personal accounts
ofhow MDMA-therapy had large-
ly quieted the symptoms of their
PTSD.

Amaong them was Cristina
Pearse, who said she suffered
from PTSD after being sexually
assaulted when she was 9. Over
the years, she said she had been
prescribed  many  psychiatric
medications and at one point she
attempted suicide

MDMA thera she said,
changed her life. hat used to
feel like a tsunami of overwhelm-

ing panic was now merely a pud-
dle at my feet," said Ms. Pearse,
who started an organization that
helps women recovering from
trauma,

She ended her mony by
urging the FD.A. to appla\’e the
application.

“How many more people need
to die before we approve an effec-
tive therapy?" Ms. Pearse asked
the panel. "As vouwei k,
please keepmlmndIhmllwlhel-
apy can save many lives. I lost
maost of my life to this di; e I'm
grateful to reclaim it now. But I
wish this was an approved medi-
cation decades a

EB.I Eyed Menendez
At a Steakhouse Dinner

By BENJAMIN WEISER
and MARIA CRAMER

The man and the woman ar-
rived at the Washington steak-
house one evening in May
and tock a table on the patio, near
where five diners already were
seated and seemed to be enjoying
themselves. Jackets were off,
laughter was heard and wine was
being poured. A cigarette dangled
from one man's hand

But there was something else
that stood out: Among the five
were tor Robert Menendez of
New Jersey and his future wife,
Nadine Menendez.

The couple who had arrivedlate
appeared to be on a date. She was
wearing a black dress, and during
their meal he moved around their
table and used a camera to, it ap-
peared, snap her picture

But in reality, court testimony
on Tuesday showed, he was pho-
tographing the people behind her,
seated at the senator's tahle. The
oouple were members of an EB.I
surveillance team, and they had
deliberately sat near Mr. Menen-
dez and his group, which also in-
cluded an Egyptian government
official.

The undercover EB.L investi-
gators also used concealed cam-
eras to photograph and video-
record the people at the table. The
female investigator,  Terrie
Williams-Thompson, testified that
at one point, she overheard Ms
Menendez, referring to the sena-
tor, ask the group, “What else can
the love of my life do for you?"

The extraordinary scene of a
U.S. senator under FB.L surveil-
lance in an upscale restanrant,
Morton's The Steakhouse, not far
from the Capitol was detailed by
Ms. Williams-Thompson in testi-
mony at Mr. Menendez's federal
corruption trial in Manhattan.

Ms. Williams-Thompson  said
she and a partner conducted sur-
veillance IOI roughly two hours at
the restaurant. The overheard
comment by Ms. Menendez has
featured prominently in the pros-
ecution’s case.

The Menendezes and two New
Jersey businessmen — Wael
Hana and Fred Dail — have
been charged in a conspiracy to
give the senator and his wife gold,
cash, a Mercedes-Benz and other
bribes worth hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in exchange for
the senator's agreeing tosteer aid
and weapons to Egyptand to med-
dle in criminal cases in New Jer-
ey

An indictment filed last year
says the dinner at the *te'\kl\ou*e

husband and Egyptian officials

The trial of Mr. Menendez, M.
Hanaand Mr. Daibes in its fourth
weelk; Ms. Menendez's trial was
postpaned by the judge, Sids
Stein, until July because she
ing treated for breast cancer. All
four defendants have pleaded not
guilty.

Mr. Menendez, who filed on
Monday to run for re-election to
the Senate as an independent, told
reporters in Spanish as he left the
courthouse Tuesday evening
“Every day we're showing the
truth. Every day we're showing
them our innocence.”

Prosecutors also presented tes-
timony Tuesday from Anna Fren-
zilli, an FBI. special agent who
had executed a court-authorized
search of a safe deposit box be-
longing to Ms. Menendez at aNew
Jersey bank.

Inside the box, she testified,
agents found 10 envelopes —
some with “Nadine” written on
them — containing nearly $80,000

Senator Robert Menendez and his wife, Nadine, arriving at federal court in Manhattan in March
AnF.B.L agent testified that she watched Mr. Menendez for two hours at a restaurant in 2019,

in cash and expired passports for
her and her twao children.

During a cross-examination of
Agent Frenzilli, one of Mr. Menen-
dez's lawvers, Avi Weitzman,
seized on her testimony in an ap-
parent attempt to distance the
senator from his wife's financial
dealings, a central aspect of Mr
Menendez's defense strategy
During the trial, his lawyers have
cast Ms. Menendez as short on
«cash and eager to collect luxury
items, like the Mercedes, and have
said that Mr Menendez knew
nothing of her financial troubles
and requests to friends for money.

Mr Weitzman noted that the
bank's log book showed that only
Ms. Menendez had ever opened
the box. He asked Agent Frenzilli
if she had ever seen the senator's
name on any of the envelopes ar
found any passpor longing to
Mr. Menendez in the box.

No, the agent replied

One of those envelopes, on
which someone had scrawled
“$10,000," contained DNA that
matched a sample taken from Mr.
Daibes, one of the senato. o-de-
fendants, according to testimony
Tuesday fram Charity Davis, afo-
rensic DNA examiner at the EB.1
Mr. Daibes is accused of paying
the Menendezes bribes in ex-
change for the senator's efforts
help him ina bank fraud case.

Bul it was the testimony about
the FB.L surveillance of Mr. Me-
nendez and others at his restau-
rant table that appeared to most
rivet members of the six-man, six-
Woman jury

During cross-examination, Ms
Williams-Thompsaon, in response
to questions from another of the
senator's law vers, Adam Fee, said
she had not seen any thing to sug-
gest Mr. Menendez and his fellow

diners were aware of the FB.I
surveillance or were trying to
avoid being watched

Ms. Williams-Thompsan, a vet-
eran of nearly two decades with
the bureau, testified that when
she conducted surveillance, her
job was to blend into her sur-
roundings. She typically wore Ca-
pri pants or jeans, tennis sl
and a shirt — to “dress the part,'
she said. If she was following
someone on a college campus, she
woulddress like a student: “jeans,
backpack, the whole nine yvards,”
she said

She also studied the life pat-
terns of individuals she was as-
signed to follow: what time they
left their homes or offices, how
fast or slow they drove, little ev-
eryday things about their behav-
iar, she said.

She said on the night of May 21,
2019, she and another investiga-

A couple appeared to
be on a date, but they
were investigators.

tor, Damein Ragland, were as-
signed to survei subject from
New York" who had come into the

‘ashington area, whose name
she did not know then. It was un-
clear incourtwhom she was refer-
ring to, except that it was not the
senator,

She suggested that the FBI.
had more than ane team of investi-
gators inside and outside Mor-
ton's participating in the surveil-
lance. (Her team was over half a
dozen people, she said.)

She and Mr. Ragland posed as a
married couple on a dinner date,
and were driven to the restaurant
by her team leader, who posed as
an Uher driver.

They had been given a descrip-
tion of the subject and they viewed
a photograph as well

Ms. Williams-Thompson  told
the jury that she and Mr. Ragland
used code names and kept their
identities secret, even from Maor-
ton's personnel

“We don't want to blow our
heexplained. " We need to
re that if there is going to
be an act done, we do not need
them to know the EB L. is there be-
cause then it won'tbe committed.”

They acted like ordinary
CUSLOMETS to maintain their cover
with the Maorton's staff as well as
with the people at the next table.
“We dined just like them, Ms.
Williams-Thompson said.

When a prosecutor, Lara Pom-
erantz, asked whether they had
eaten, Ms. Williams-Thompson
replied : “I sure did. It was good,

“Thatis partofblending in," she
said. “You eat? I'm going to eat.”

Judge Stein interjected: “1 Ilope
the FB.L paid for your mea

“Oh y ir, they did."

After His Criminal Conviction, Trump Asks a New York Judge to Lift a Gag Order

By JONAH E BROMWICH
and MICHAEL GOLD

Donald I Trump's lawyers on
Tuesday asked the judge who
oversaw the former president's
criminal trial to lift a gag order on
their client as the presidential
campaign intensifies

The lawyers said in a letter to
the judge, Juan M. Merchan, that
the end of the trial on Thursday
nullified the need for the gag or-
der, which bars the former presi-
dent from attacking witnesses,
thejury and others involved in the

was convicted of 34
determining
that he had falsified documents
related to a hush-money payment
his former fixer made to a porn
star in 2016

“Naow that the trialis concluded,
the concerns articulated by the
government and the court do not
justify continued restrictions on
the First Amendment rights of

President Trump," the lawyers,
Todd Blanche and Emil Bove,
wrote in the letter.
jury found that Mr. Trump
had falsified the documen
conceal an unlawful cons
aid his 2016 presidentia
D"\l n by suppressing potentially
a 1g\|1[o| mation. Mr. Trump
is scheduled to be sentenced in
July and faces up to four yearsin
prison.

A spokeswoman for the Man-
hattan district attorne:
which brought the case against
Mr. Trump, declined to comment
on the defense’s request

Mr. Blanche and Mr. Bove ar-
gued that Mr. Trump had a “con-
stitutional mandate for unre-
strained campaign advocacy,’ cit-
ing a debate with President Biden
scheduled for later this month,
and what they characterized
continued attacks from two pros-
ecution witnesses: the porn star,
Stormy Daniels, and Michael D.
Cohen, Mr. Trump's former fixer

Justice Merchan imposed the
gag order in March, writing that it
was necessary to limit the former
president's  out-of-court  state-
ments given that his history of
“threatening, inflammatary, deni-
grating” comments posed arisk to
arderly court proceedings.

During the seven-week trial,
the judge found that Mr. Trump
had violated theorder 10 imes, at-
tacking jurors — who the former
president said were “maostly all

Democral” — and wimesses, in-
cluding Mr Cohen. The judge
fined Mr Trump 510,000 and

threatened tosendhim tojail if the
vialations continued

Asserting  that  jailing Mr
Trump was “the last thing" he
wanted to do, the judge said in
Jay that it was his responsi-
bility to “protect the dignity of the
justice system.”

After Justice Merchan's warm-
ing, Mr. Trump was not found to be
in vialation again. But he contin-

ued to attack the judge andthedis-
trict attorney who brought the
case, Alvin L. Bragg. Neither was
~hie|ded by the gag order.

was  nol entirely clear
V\I'L”[llel the order remained in
place once the jurars delivered

Found in violation 10
times for attacking
Jjurors and witnesses.

their verdict — acourt spokesman
said last week that it “speaks for
itself”

‘And while Mr. Trump seemed to
believe himself bound by the or-
der, he also appeared willing to
test its limits.

He told reporters at anews con-
ference at Trump Tower on Frid ay,
“I'm under a gag order, nasty gag

order” and lamented the fines that
he had been forced to pay for vio-
lating it.

But at the same appearance,
Mz Trump also appeared toattacl
Mr. Cohen, who in crucial t
mony said that his former boss
had directed him to pay hush
money to Ms. Daniels before his
016 victory, and afterward had
signed off on a plan to conceal the
payoff by disguising reimburse-
ments as payments for legal serv-
ces,

“I'm not allowed to use his
name because of the gag order
But you know, he's a sleazebag,'
Mr. Trump said Friday

Inan interview that aired Mon-
day on "The Will Cain Show,
Fox News podcast, Mr Trump
1]50 criticized the makeup of the
g the jurors were “you
rom a certain persuasion’
and that winning “would have
beenhardto do, no matter what!"

Mr. Trump, the presumptive Re-

publican presidential nominee,
has |('Dmled\v wmrked Lhe gag

trail, he has said that the order
keeps him frombeing able to com-

ment on the case again:
even as he often criti
attacks the judge

And even with the gag order in
place, the Trump campaign has
for months put the trial at the cen-
ter of its fund-raising efforts, re-
cently sending numerous emails
to supporters using the verdict as
a hook for donations.

In their letter, Mr. Blanche and
Mr. Bove insisted that the order
should never have been issued in
the first place.

“The defense does not concede
that there was ever a valid hasis
for the gag order and reserves the
right to challenge the irreparable
First Amendment harms cause by
the order,” they wrote in their let-
ter.

him —
zes it and
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Janis Paige, 101, Star
Of ‘The Pajama Game’
On Broadway, Is Dead

By ANITAGATES

Janis Paige, an entrancing sing-
er,dancer and actresswho starred
intheoriginal 1954 Broadway pro-
duction of the hit musical “The Pa-
jama Game,' died on Sunday at
her home in Los Angeles. She was
0L

Her death was confirmed by a
longtime friend, Stuart Lampert.

Ms. Paige made her mark at 22
in the all-star 1944 film “Holly-
wood Canteen,” but exposure in a
string of 17 movies over the next
seven years left her with little
more than a collection of minor
beauty titles, like Miss Wing-
spread and Miss Naval Air Re-
serve. When she ran away to try
the New York stage, however, it
took her only three years to he-
come the toast of Broadway.

She was cast as the [eisty, ro-
mance-resistant  union leader
Babe Williams in “The Pajama

Alex Traub contributed reporting.

Game," opposite John Raitt. The
production —involvingtheater lu-
minaries like George Abbott
(bock), Richard Adler (music)
and Hal Prince (one of the
producers) — won three Tony
Awards in 1955 for best musical,
best featured actress in a musical
{Carol Haney) and best choreog-
raphy (Bob Fosse)

When the show was adapted for
a mavie, the producers at Warner
Bros. decided that at least onebig
Hollywood name was needed. So
while mast of the New York cast,
including Mr. Raitt, made the tran-
sition to film Paige was re-
placed by Doris Day.

Broadway continued to be kind
to Ms. P'uge with four other star-
ring roles. Notably, she replaced
the seem\ng\‘,-' irreplaceable An-
gela Lansbury in “Mame" in 1968,
Clive Barnes, reviewing her per-
formance in The New York Times,
wole that Ms. nge had \mde

“an excellent job of it"
“She is less of acharacter”

" than
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Janis Paige in 1949, above, and with John Raitt, top left, in the hit 19505 musical “The Pajama Game,”

in which she played Babe

Williams, a feisty, romance-resistant union leader. Later, she replaced the seemingly irreplaceable Angela Lansbury in “Mame.”

Ms. Lansbury, he continued, “but,
as some compensation, perhaps
maore of a performer

Memorable supporting film
roles came along. She playved a
none-too-bright American movie
actress in the 1957 musical "Silk
Stockings," inspired by the 1939
Greta Garbo romantic comedy
“Ninotchka" (Asked by journal-
ists how she feltabout Tolstay, her
character answered, “We're just
good friends.")

In that film, which featured
songs by Cole Parter, Ms. Paige
per formed a memumble duet,
“Stereophonic Sound," with Fred
Astaire. She also played avenge-
ful, badly reviewed stage actress
in the comedy “Please Don't Eat
the Daisies" (1960}, determined to

uce a married theater critic
(David Niven).

Janis Paige was born Donna
Mae Tjaden on Sept. 16, 1922, in
Tacoma, Wash., to George andHa
zel Tjaden. (She changed her
name to Janis to honor the World

War 1 entertainer Elsie Janis;
Paige was a family name on her
mother's side.)

She studied singingin Washing-
ton State and performed in local
amateur shows until she moved
with her mother to Los Angeles.
There she paid for voice lessons

Also acclaimed for
many films, including
‘Hollywood Canteen.’

with office work and other jobs
which included singing at the Hol-
lywood Canteen, a hangout for
ServVicemenon leave.

Her rolein the 1944 film “Holly-
wood Canteen" might have been
her movie debut, but two other
pictures she made — “Bathing
Beauty" a musical comedy, and “1

‘Won't Play," awar drama with mu-
sic — were released earlier that
year

Ms. Paige had her own televi-
sion series, “It's Always Jan," for
one season (1955-56) on CBS,
playing a widowed nightclub sing-
er She often accompanied Bob
Hope on his overseas trips enter-
taining American troops.

Her last feature film was “The
Caretakers" (1963), a hospital
drama starring Joan Crawford.
But she made frequent guest ap-
pearances on_television series
through the 1980z, and had recur-
ring roles on the daytime dramas
“General Hospital" and “Santa
Barbara." She played adiner wait-
resswhoflirts with Archie Bunker
{Carroll O'Connor) in a two-part
episode of “All in the Family" in
1976. Her final screen appearance
was in a 2001 episode of the CBS
series "Family Law."

Ms. Paige was married three
times and divorced twice. Her

Martinelli Jr, a restaurateur, Her
second (1956-57) was Arthur
Stander, the producer of Al-
ways Jan." In 1962, she married
thelyricist Ray Gilbert. He died in
1976, No immediate family mem-
bers survive

If reviews frequently men-
tioned her curvaceous figure as of-
ten as her talent, Ms. Paige faced
the same attitudes off-camera

In a 2017 essay in The Holly-
wood Reporter, as the #MeToo
movement caught fire, she wrote
that when she was 22, Alfred S.
Bloomingdale, the department
stare heir, tried to rape her after
inviting her to dinner and then to
his apartment in Los Angeles. She
escaped, she wrote, by biting him
and running down six flights of
stairs

Mr. Bloomingdale died in 1982,

“Mayhe there's a special place
in hell" for men like him, she said
in the essay. She added, "Even at

first hushand (1947-51) was Frank 95, [ remember everything "

Terry Robards,

By CLAY RISEN

Terry Robards, a former wine
critic for The New York Times
whose writing in the 1970s and
'80s helped Americans move be-
yond jug Chablis and cheap Chi-
anti to explore regions and styles
as far away — and, at the time, as
exotic — as Burgundy and Tos-
cany and as close as upstate New
York, died on May 23 at his home
in Upper Jay, N.Y. near Lake Plac-
id. He was 84,

His wife, Julie Robards, said the
cause was heart failure.

The year 1976 was an inflection
point for American wine culture.
In France, two California wines
beat out their French competitors
in a blind tasting known as the
Judgment of Paris. In the United
States, Wine Spectator, the lead-
ing magazine for oenophiles, be-
gan publication.

And in ¥ New York, Mr.

New York Times Book
of Wine," the first significant book
o cover American wines.

Mr. Robards, who was then a fi-
nancial reporter for The Times,
did in his spare time what any
good wine journalistwould do: He
toured vineyards and cellars
around the country andin Europe,
interviewing winemakers and
gathering material for frequent
articles and, ultimately, for his
first boal.

“Terry was not only coming to
taste wines but also tounderstand
the ‘why we do certain choices in
our grape grow ing ar winemaking
paths,' " Véronique Boss Drouhin,
thehead winemaker at the Joseph
Drouhin winery in France, wrote
in an email. "He would listen care-
fully to the philosophy behind the
viticulture and winemaking."

By the late 1970s the book was
introducing thousands of Ameri-
can readers to fine wine, and Mr

Robards

Robards was considered one of
the country's leading wine writ-
ers, a small, mostly selftaught
cadre that included Robert Parker
Jr, Anthony Dias Blueand Robert
Lawrence Balzer

Mr. Robards wrote articles with
titles that would sound strange in
todav's wine-fluent world, such as

e Case for Red Zinfandel” and
“The Subject Is Rose" which
maide the argument for rosé as an
aperitif at a time when most
Americans drank it as an awk-
ward compromise between white
and red wine.

He was later a wine critic for
The New York Post and a senior
editor for Wine Spectatar. His
other books include “California
Wine Label Album” (1981) and
“Terry Robards' New Book of
Wine: The Ultimate Guide to
Wines Throughout the World"
(1984).

Mr. Robards also established
himselfas amerchantin 1988 with
a brick-and-mortar store, Terry
Robards Wine and Spirits,in Lake
Placid. It became a frequent desti-
nation for wine enthusiasts.

Mr Robards and his wife used
the store as a classroom, holding
seminars and tastings that gave
insight into regional styles, ter-
roir, cellaring and various wine-
making secrets,

Sherman Marshall Robards
was born on Oct. 7, 1939, in Man-
hattan and grew up in Pleas-
antville, in Westchester County,
N.Y. His father, Sydney, was an ad-
wvertising executive for RCA, ajob
whose perks included owning one
of the first television sets in the
area His mother, Louise (Sher-
man}) Robards, was an artist who
also wrote crossword puzzles for
The Times.

Mr. Robards studied literature
and French at Hamilton College,

Che
New Bork
Eimes

In 1976, Mr. Robards pub-
lished the first significant bool

to cover American wines.

Helping to broaden
readers’ tastes while
writing for The Times.

inupstate New York. After gradu-
ating in 1961, he worked briefly for
The Osslmng News, in Westches-
ter, before joining The New Yark
Herald Tribune as a financial re-
parter in 1962,

‘While on vacation in the Baha-
mas in 1963, he stumbled across
the Beatles, who were filming
their second movie. The produc-
tion was so haphazard that it did-
't even have a name. An article
that Mr. Robards wrote for The
Herald Tribune captured the
quartet's debate over what to call
it

In the end, what could have
been "Tomorrow Never Enows"

84, Critic Who Lifted Fine Wines in U.S.

(Ringo Starr's idea) or ho's
Been Sleeping in My Porridge?
(suggested by George Harrison)
or simply “Beatles Twa" became
“Help!®

When The Herald Tribune
folded ayear later, he joined For-
tune asa uwnllﬂvcohurullsl But,
missing the excitemnent of adaily
paper, Mr. Robards jumped to The
Times in 19

He was in California on June 5,
1968, covering campaign finance
‘when Robert F. Kennedy was shot
while campaigning for president
in Los Angeles. Mr. Robards got to
the hospital just before the ambu-
lance arrived and the authorities
put the building on lockdown.

He and a few other reporters
who were allowed to stay inside
fielded calls and fed information
to the outside world until Mr. Ken-
nedy died from his wounds 25
hours later

After receiving a contract for
his wine book, Mr. Robards relo-
cated from New Yorkto Londonas
a general assignment correspon-
dent for The Times, but really with
an eye on Europe’s wine regions.

“I'd work overtime to get every
bit of vacation time I could and
used it to go to France, Italy and
Spain," he told The Lake Placid
News in 2021. “I'd find financial
angles about wine so 1 could write
articles and spend maore time,

His first three marriages ended
in divorce. He married Julie Rob-
inson in 2004 in a cellar at Re-
moissenet Pere et Fils,a winery in
Beaune, France.

In addition to his wife, Mr. Ro-
bards is survived by his sons,
John and Jeff; his stepson, Tim
Robinson; two grandsons; and his
sister, Brooks Robards.

His departure from The Times,
in 1983, was not entirely pleasant
Through his agent, he had agreed

Terry Robards in 2004. He was a financial reporter whose love
for wine led to a second career and took him around the world,

to write a book about French
wines. The book, however, was en-
tirely financed by a French wine
company, a fact that Mr. Robards
said he did not know at the time.

His editors declared the boalk a
conflict of interest and removed
him as the paper's wine critic. He
left The Times afew months later
for The Post.

Years later, in Lake Placid, Mr.
Robards gained a new following
as a wine educator, dinner host
and raconteur, regalng guests
with stories about wine and wine-
makers, as well as about his early
days asa reporter.

Heliked to recall ane particular

assignment during his time cover-
ing the automobile industry for
The Herald Tribune. In 1963 he
traveled to the Bonneville Salt
Flats in Utah to watch land speed
tests for the ultimately short-lived
Studebaker Avanti

Before the test driver got be-
hind the wheel, Mr. Robards was
allowed to drive the track, going
fast enough to set the world speed
record for a general production
can

Less than an hour later, the test
driver set a new record. But for a
brief stretch of time, Mr. Robards
was one of the fastest drivers in
the waorld.
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Claudia Sheinbaum Has a Daunting Job

loan Grillo
r based in Mexico who investigates drug
iolence and organized

N A VILLAGE in the hills of Guerrero
State, residents ran from their homes as
drones flew overhead, dropping make-
shift bombs. For months, drug cartel op-

erativeshad been deployingthe commercial
devices to drop explosives packed inta met-
al casings, setting homes ablaze, tearing
hoks in walls and sending piercing hot
shrapnel into people’s flesh.

Traveling to the state, insouthern Mexico,
in March, I visited some of those villages
and met people who had packed their pos-
sessions into pickup trucks and fled theter-
ror. And while the drone attacks are adark
new advance, they are just one example of
the violence that has raged across Mexico
every day for almost twodecades of intense
cartel warfare, leaving hundreds of thou-
sands of Mexicans displaced, murdered or
disappeared.

This violenee is the most formidable chal-
lenge that Claudia Sheinbaum, whom the
nation has just elected as its first female
president, by a huge margin, will have to
confront when she assumes office in Octo-
ber. Andyet she has notlaid out aclear strat-
egy to govern a country that is bathed in
blood and scarred with mass graves in cow
fields and garbage dumps. Ms. Sheinbaum
will be in charge of a nation plagued by over
30,000 murders a year, 90 percent of which
go unsolved, and she will have to face the
powerful cartels behind those numbers,
which are have become paramilitary orga-
nized crime networks deeply embedded in
communities. Today, these groups not only
traffic drugs like fentanyl but also run a
portfolio of crimes from human smuggling
to widespread extortion.

The run-up to the election was one of the
mast vident campaigns in Mexico's recent
history. Dozens of candidates were killed,
and agunman shot acandid ate for mayor as
he shook hands with supporters on abasket-
ball court. Ms. Sheinbaum did not put this
bloodshed atthe core of her campaign. AGl-
vear-okl environmental engineer who be-
longs to the governing Morena party, Ms.
Sheinbaum won the vote on promises to
continue social programs of the current
president, her mentor Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador, known as AMLO. She
floated interesting pro s on renewable
energy and confronting water shortages.

Her lack af astrang public vision for Mex-
ico's security is concerning, given that her
three predecessors all failed on this front
Felipe Calderon took power in 2006 and
headed a military crackdown on cartels, but
violence escalated; his security secretary
was later convicted in New York of cocaine
trafficking. From 2012 to 2018, Enrique Pena
Nieto tried to change the narrative and talk
about Mexico's economic potential, but vio-
lence also worsened on his watch. During
his tenure, 43 students disappeared while in
thecustody of police officers linked to a car-
tel. And AMLO has been mocked forhis call
todeal with cartels through “hugs, not bul-
lets" while presiding over the most violent
period in Mexico's recent history.

All that said, Ms. Sheinbaum has shown
she can take aprag matic approach tocrime,

@

As mayor of Mexico City from 2018 to 2023,
she flooded the city with security cameras
and deployed the police in certain high-
crime areas. Murdersdropped by about half
in the city during her tenure, according to
official statistics. The oppaosition candidate
Xdchitl Galvez has claimed Ms. Sheinbaum
manipulated those figures to hide homi-
cides, and there is a legitimate debate on the

Elye New {lork Eimes

truedeath toll of cartel violence across Mex-
ico. But today, people in the capital feel
markedly safer, according to a government
survey.

Of course, controlling crime levels in a
single city is different from facing the
sprawling national crisis that in some states
resembles a full-blown war. In stateslike Za-
catecas and Michoacin, squads of cartel

Belgium Is a Bellwether for What Ails Europe

E COULD have been anywhere. De-
livering aspeech toa groupof Belgian
businessmen this year, Barack
Obama warned about the dangers of
artificial intelligence, climate change and
geopolitical conflict. More local matters
were close at hand: Belgium was entering
an election year, and its capital, Brussels,
home to some of Europe's maost hallowed in-
stitutions, had weathered ayear of geopoliti-
cal shocks. Yet Obama woukin't be
drawn into questions aboutnational politics.
Avisit to the Magritte Museum and the king
was the extent of his engagement.

The hesitancy is understandable. In what
ishilled asthe largest lec tion year inhuman
history, with about half of the planet heading
topolls, Belgium cutsa rather inconspicuous
figure. The country's politics are color ful and
forbiddingly complex; outsiders are prone
tobe puzzled by a country with a population
roughly equal to metropolitan Paris's that
has six governments across three regions
and three languages. On Sunday, Belgians
goto the polks, including for a round of Euro-
pean Parlizment voting. Anyone waorried
about the direction of the continent should
pay attention.

For all its singularity, Belgium tells a
quintessentially European story. Against a
backdrop of ailing public services, precari-
ous labor markets, waning traditional par-
ties and intractable regional divisions, a far
right isreadyingitself for power. In Brussels,
the seatof the European Union, rising crime,
pollution and decaying infrastructure sym-
balize a continent in decline. With unusual
clarity, Belgium shows what Europe has be-
comein the Zlsteentury: a continent subject
to history rather than driving it

Set within the European panorama of de-
cling, Belgian politics alsoexhibit some curi-

ous features: The work force unionization
rate has remained steady at around 50 per-
cent in the past 10 years, and Belgium has
had an impressive record on inequality and
wages. Yet this has hardly stopped the poli-
tics of resentment in the country, which is
particularly potent in the Dutch-speaking
northernregion of Flanders.

The far-right party Vlaams Belang is set
to triumph there, threatening to break
through the cordon sanitaire that was cast
around it decades ago. Under a slightly dif-
ferent name, the party was formed in re-
sponse to the lackluster politics of regional-
ism in the 1970s, only to reboot itself as
fiercely anti-immigrant in the 1980s. Engag-
ing in patient social outreach and carefully
tending to its grass-roots base, it I apital-
ized on the slow retreat of Belgium's mass
parties. It now expects to draw nearly one-
third of the Flemish vote — a histarically
high tally that would establish it as a serious
contender for government an the regional
level.

In the French-speaking south, the political
arithmetic is strikingly different. Geographi-
cally, Wallonia has long seemed the ideal
breeding ground for right-wing populism.
Deindustrialization and demographic de-
cline have aled the former manufacturing
heartland since the 1970s. Yet no far-right
contender has managed to step up, and the
Walloon Socialist Party, one of the most
deeply rooted in Europe, haskept its hand on
power, through clientelism and deep pocls of
personnel That grip on power is weakening,
however: Its membership is aging, and
there are plausible challengers both left and
right.

Then thereis Brussels, home toitsown re-
gional government and the national govern-
ment. Politically, the difficultieslie less inthe
advance of the right than in the stallingof the
rest. Public finances, chiefly under the So-
cialist Party's stewardship, are in deep dis-
array A scheduled north-south metro line,
cause of much municipal distress, istobe de-
layed by a decade and a half. The liberal Re-
formist Movement — along with the leftist

Workers' Party and the French-speaking
probably stands to benefit
from the turmuil, thou gh few hold out much
hope that things will improve markedlv.

One of the most diverse cities in the world,
the Belgian capital neatly exemplifies Bel-
gium's contradictory position in the current
world system, caught between the regional
and the global. Belgium has always acted as
atransit zone for greater powers, even when
its industrial might and colonial dependen-
cies rivaled those of world leaders. At the
same time, the country played a key role in
forging some of the institutions that now
dominate European politics, from NATO to
the European Union. Its multilateral enthu-
siasm has been unsurprising: A small econ-
omyeasily susceptible to international pres-
sure, it knew it would always hold more

Ecolo party

Fractured politics,
pollution and
crime signify
a continent in

decline.

Mexicos new
leader must stop
the blood bath.
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sway inside than outside the tent

gunmen roll though towns in convoys flash-
ing their Kalashnikovs, blocking roads and
using impravised explosive devices and
rocket-propelled grenades. Hidden graves
dot the country, hiding victims ranging from
cartel operatives killed by rivals to innocent
people who crossed the wrong gangsters.
Most likely the largest mass grave discov-
ered sofar, found in 2016in the southeastern
state of Veracruz, contained almost 300
shulls,

Most people would love to end this war,
stop theimpunity with which the cartels op-
erate and fix the endemic corruption in the
security forces. Those are herculean prob-
lems that will take vears to overcome. Ms.
Sheinbaum should take the same practical
approach she used in Mexico City: pursuing
concrete goals that could at least reduce the
violence and turn a national security crisis
into a more manageable problem of public
safety

To do so, the new president should pri-
aritize going after the most violent plavers,
including certain cartel commanders and
squads of killers inthe mosthomicidal areas
of thecountry. Mexican security forces can-
not take down all cartels at once, and major
drug traffickers are easily replaced by oth-
ers hungry for the huge profits. But consis-
tently targeting the most lethal players
«could reduce the body count and make other
traffickers less keen to unleash mass mur-
der.

Ms. Sheinbaum also needs a strong cam-
paign ta fight the rampant extortion that is
ravaging the lives of many hardworking
Mexicans. If she targets extortion, she will
win support from businesses large and
small, and it will help the economy.

Finally, she needs to create an effective
prevention program aimed at the young
peoplerecruited by cartels. As I wrote inmy
book in 2021, a veteran with the infamous
Barrio Azteca gang, which operates in Ciu-
dad Judrez, told me back in 2017 how his
gang looked for angry, abandoned youths to
join the organization. “The kids who have
‘been mistreated by their parents, they have
a cold look, and those are people that are
useful for the job" he said. “They make for
the good bad gu:

Both Mr. Pefla Nieto and AMLO talked
about this idea but failed to devise any truly
effective policy AMLO's scholarship pro-
gram for high schoal stdents, which aims
to keep teenagers in education, is a good
start, but it can miss the young people who
are most likely to join the cartels. A mare
constructive program has to be more laser-
focused on the most troubled youths in the
most violent areas. Mexico already has
gifted social workers on the ground who
«could do that work if they had the resources.

Even incremental progress would go a
long way. If Ms. Sheinbaum's government
can slash the level of murders by even a
third, people can start to feel safer. If there
are fewer homicides, imvestigators will be
less flooded by cases, and mare can be
solved. If more people denounce extortion,
others may be emboldened to do so

On the other hand, judging from the vio-
lence in Mexico over the past two decades,
things could easily get worse. And if the
country's reformist presidents continue to
fail at fighting crime, a more radical con-
tender could come along, promising securi-
ty at a very high cost, including a total deci-
mation of human rights.

Belgium's international hopes went be-
yond mere opportunism, how ever. For a long
time, Belgian politicians and citizens hoped
that European integration would release
them from their own tribal squabbles. Who
needed intricate federal coalitions if the be-
hemath in Brussels would soon take over?
Except for the army and the national muse-
ums, all otherlevers of policy could comfort-
ably be transferred, and Belgium could re-
tire from national politics.

The upward absorption has not come to
pass. The European Union remains a half-
way house between national government
and continental superstate. There isno EU
army or capacious fiscal apparatus. Conse-
quently, Belgium has been put in an awk-
ward position. Unable to collapse itself into
Europe, itis stuck with a ramshackle federal
state in which the distribution of tasks is per-
petually unclear

As the ideological glue that allows Bel-
gians to cohabit has come unstuck, the tradi-
tional parties of government have found it
difficult to retain public backing. Amid a
wider fracturing of the vote, Flemish and
Walloon vaters are now lured by adventur-
ers on right and left. For Prime Minister Al-
exander de Croo, the head of a seven-party
coalition that took nearly two painstaking
years to assemble, the prospects are any-
thing but appetizing.

Belgium serves as a stern reminder that
there are few bulwarks against the trends
that ail European nations. The country isno
Italy or Netherlands, where the far right is
already in government, and party democra-
cy and its postwar prosperity survive only
as faint memaories. Yet even with Belgium's
lower inequality rates, higher union mem-
bership and comparatively stronger party
infrastructure, the march of the far righthas
also proved eerily unstoppable.

The fragile equilibrium the country main-
tained throughout the 2010s always sur-
prised observers. In the 202fs, however,
there seems no shelter from the century's
hard questions
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‘Lock Her Up’ Was Not Just a Slogan

ATRUISM OF the Trump era is that every ac-
cusation is a confession. When Donald
Trump hurls wild charges at his opponents,
he is telegraphing what he plans to do to
them, pre-emptively justifving the breaking
of laws and norms by casting himself as the
victim of the very misdeeds he's going to
comimit

That is how we should understand
Trump's ranting in the wake of his 34 felony
convictions last week. After he was found
guilty, he told reporters gathered outside
the courthouse, “This was done by the Bi-
den administration in order to wound or
hurt an opponent.” It's tedious to fact-check
such claims — the MAGA movement does-
n't care what's true and what's not — but
President Biden had nothing to do with the
state case brought by Alvin Bragg, the Man-
hattan district attormey. And as if to under-
line Biden's refusal to interfere in Justice
Department decisions, the federal prosecu-
tion of the president's son Hunter Biden be-
gan this week.

In spinning this fantasy about Biden,
Trump is telegraphing that should he return
to the White House, he will try to use the
Justice Department in exactly the way he's
pretending it was used against him. When
the former president compares himself to
the Russian opposition leader Alexei Na-
wvalny, who died this year in an Arctic prison
colony, he's giving himself permission to act
like Viadimir Putin,

In an interview with three Fox News
hosts on Sunday, his first since his convic-
tion, Trump all but promised that his second

COLUMNIST | BRETSTEPHENS

term would be even more corrupt and vin-
dictive than his first. Inhis telling, he never
called for Hillary Clinton to be imprisoned
and magnanimously resisted the entreaties
of others to punish her. Next time, he sug-
gested, he won't be so nice. “They always
said lock her up, and I felt — and I could
have done it, but I felt it would have beena
terrible thing " he said. “And then this hap-
pened to me, and so 1 may feel differently
aboutit”

Speaking to the Fox hosts, Trump denied
saying the words that were the refrain to his

Trumps second term
would be even more
vindictive than his first.

first presidential campaign: "I didn't say,
‘Lock her up.' " That is, of course, a prepos-
terous lie, the kind that demonstrates
Trump's strongman ability to get his follo
ers toaccept absurdities. And “Lock her u
it's important to remember, was never just
rhetoric. As the Mueller report revealed,
Trump demanded that his first attomey
general, Jeff Sessions, who'd recused him-
self from investigations involving the 2016
campaign, go after Clinton.

“According to Sessions, the president
ed him to reverse his recusal so that Ses-
sions conld direct the Department of Justice
to investigate and prosecute Hillary Clinton,”
the Mueller repart said. Eventually, attempt-

ing to placate his boss, Sessions tapped U S.
Attorney John Huber of Utah to ook into the
right's allegations about the Clinton Founda-
tion, but Huber came up empty.

Sessions's replacement, William Barr,
proved more willing to bend ethical rules to
do Trump's bidding. Geoffrey Berman, a Re-
publican who servedas U.S. attommey for the
Southern District of New York until Trump
fired him, described Barr's Justice Depart-
ment in his book, “Holding the Line." “De-
mands came down from main Justice that
were overtly political — among the most
outrageous of them, pressure to pursue
baseless criminal charges against John
Kerry, who had served in the Obama admin-
istration as secretary of state," he wrote.

Eventually, during Trump's efforts to
overturn the 2020 election, Barr discovered
lines that even he wouldn't cross. Given an-
other chance, Trump will surely seek a Jus-
tice Department head who is afully commit-
ted MAGA apparatchik; he's said he's con-
sidering the ultraright Attorney General
Ken Paxton of Texas, who is under federal
investigation because of allegations that he
accepted bribes andabused the power of his
office.

The point here is not that Trump and his
lackevs are lving about his record; it would
‘bemarenewswaorthy if they weren't. What's
important is that Trump has already tried to
use the power of the presidency to harass
his enemies, and his allies have sinceidenti-
fied the choke points in the system that pre-
viously thwarted him. As Reuters reported,
peaple close to Trump have a two-part plan
to “turn the nation's top law enforcement
body into an attack dog for conservative
causes." First, they want toflood the Depart-
ment of Justice “with stalwart conserva-
tives unlikely to say no to controversial or-
ders from the White House " Then they want
to restructure it “so key decisions are con-
centrated inthe hands of ad ministration loy-
alists rather than career bureaucrats"

Republican caterwauling about Trump's
felony convictions provides rhetorical cover
for this planned transformation of Ameri
ca's justice system by making it seem as if
that transformation has already been ac-
complished by Democrats. On Thursday,
Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, a potential
Trump vice president, said that Democrats
"have crossed the line in which now the
court system is a political weapon, and it's
going tobe very hard for it not to come back
the ather w:

Inother words, whatever abuses Trump's
foes are subject to in a Trump restoration
will be nothing but well-earned comeup-
pance. By projecting the authoritarian ag-
gression of their movement ontoothers, Re-
publicans absobve themselves. It's the
mantraof abusers every where: “Look what
youmade me do”

This D-Day, Europe Needs to Get Its Act Together

THURSDAY'S D-DAY ANNIVERSARY — the B0 th
— is occasioning somber and anxious reflec-
tions ahout the fate of the Aflantic alliance
Somber because the last of the Greatest Gen-
eration will soon no longer be with us. Anx-
ious because Donald Trump, and his evident
disdain for that alliance, may soon be with us
again.

The anxiety is partly misplaced. Trump's
truculent brand of American nationa isa
terrible ideafor manyreasons, not leastin the
encour agementit gives to Vladimir Putinand
Xi Jinping to target weaker American allies
But Trumpis also the messenger of a warning
Europeans desperately need to heed.

Inanutshell: Shape up.

Europe today faces four great challenges
that typically deter mine the fate of great pow-
ers Take a brief look:

Growth and dynamism: In 1960 the E11.28
— the 27 countries currently in the European
Union, plus Britain — accounted for 36.3 per-
cent of global gross domestic product. By
2020ithadfallen to 224 percent. By the end of
the century it is projected to fall tojust under
10 percent. By contrast, the United States has
maintained a roughly consistent share —
around a quarter — of global G.D.P since the
Kennedy administration

Think of any leading-edge industry — arti-
ficial intelligence, microchips, software, ro-
botics, genomics — and ask yourself (with a
few honor able exceptions), wher
pean Microsoft, Nvidia or OpenAl

Military power: When the Cold War ended
in 1990, the West German military fielded
mare than 500,000 troops and spent 2.5
cent of its G.DLP on defense. As of |

Britain's Royal Navy, the my
world at the outset of World War 11, can now
deploy just 10submarines and fewer than two
dozen major surface hips, some of which
are inactive

In an all-out war, the British would exhaust
their defense capabilities in about two
manths, according to areport to the House of
Commons defense commitiee. The same
would likely be true — if not much sooner —
for every E L. member-state apart from Po-
land, which aims to spend as much as 5 per-
cent of its G.D.P. on defense next year.

Demographics: What do Chancellor Olaf
Scholz of Germany, his predecessor Angela
Merkel, President Emmanuel Macron of
France, Prime Minister Mark Rutte of the
MNetherlands and the former British prime
minister Theresa May have n common?
They are childless. That's their personal busi-
ness (and far from representative of all E.U
leaders), but it's symbalic of a continent
where just under 3.9million Europeans were
bornin 2022 and 5.15 million died. A shrinking
and aging population typically correlates

with Jow economic growth, not least because
entrepreneurship is usually a voung person’s
game.

Europe has an additional challenge: a rela-
tively high Muslim hirthrate, along with the
prospect of long-term Muslim migration. Un-
der a “medium migration” scenario estimat-
ed by Pew, by 2050 Britain will be nearly 17
percent Muslim, France 174 percent and Swe-
den 20.5 percent. Those wondering about the
ascendence of far-right European parties,

Nations succeed or fail to
the extent that they refuse to
hand over responsibility.

who are heavily favored to sweep this week's
elections in the E.U. Parliament and who are
often sympathetic to Vladimir Putin, know
this iz a factor. And they need to be honest
that the values of depressingly notable seg-
ments of these Muslim populations are fun-
damentally at odds with European traditions
of maral tolerance and political liberalism.
Purpose and will: Many of Europe's cur-
rent failings are explained (often by Euro-
pean leaders themselves) asa problem of po-
litical mechanics: insufficient coordination
between states; inadequate power in Brus-
sels; failwres of transmission hetween de-
clared goals and real-world results. But the
problemisn't just oneof process. It's alsoone

of spirit. A few questions:

= If Russia defeats Ulraine and decides ina
few years' time to attack one of the Baltic
countries, is there a deep pool of young Ger-
mans, Belgians or Spaniards willing to die for
Tallinn or Vilnius?

® As Europe's NATO members struggle to
meet the bare minimum goal of spending 2
percent of their G.D.P. an defense, are they
willingtocome to gripswith the fact that they
probably need to spend twice as much?

® How much state protection, in social wel-
fare and economic regulation, are Europe's
aging voters willing to forgo for the sake of
creatingamore dynamic economy for a dwin-
dling number of young people?

® How forceful are European leaders wiling
tobeininsisting that their values — incliding
freedom of speech, women's rights and gay
rights— must heprotected against the illiber-
alinstincts of agrowing share of their voters?

Trump's ideas about NATO, his zero-sum
attitudes about winning, his fondness for
strongmen and his ignorance of and indiffer-
ence to history are all, rightly, canses for En-
ropean alarm. But people, and nations, suc-
ceed or fail to the extent that they refuse to
‘handoverresponsibility for their fates to oth-
TS,

“The worldis whatit is; men who are noth-
ing, who allow themselves to become noth-
ing, have no place in it V.S, Naipaul once
warned. Its good advice for Europe on this
solemn anniversary of their previous libera-
tion.

LETTERS

.
s o®

Psychiatry and the Dangerous Patient

TOTHE EDITOR:

Re “Psychi Confront
Use of Force" (Science Times,
May 21)

I read this article with inter-
est and with sympathy for
Matthew Tuleja's distressing
experience; itis a story [ have
heard many times before. The
article mentions that staff
members are assaulted, and
oninpatient units, patients are
also sometimes assaulted by
other patients. It is hard in
emergency departments
where the stall doesn't lnow
the patients, and who can be
talked down and who is truly
dangerous

The article presents the
distress from the patient's (Mr.
Tuleja's) point of view; it does-
n't provide extensive reporting
onhow scary it must be for a
former therapist to hear that
an angry football player and
ex-patient with homicidal
thou ghts is coming to confrant
them. Or what it's like tobe a
security guard when that
patient charges at an opening
in an effort to escape.

At the same time, it is obvi-
ous that we need better
staffing on inpatient units, and
not immediately default to
injecting medications and
restraining patients. So many
people could be de-escalated,
but it takes time, patience,
staffing and some willingness
to tolerate risk. People should-
n't have PTSD from medical
care but they do; this tvpe of
treatment weighs on people
for years and years

Having talked to many
peaple about this, and having
thou ght about it for vears, [
don't think there is a great
er to this problem I'm

always left with the idea that
we should try harder to make
inpatient psychiatric care a
less stigmatized, less miser-
able experience for patients,
so that going into the haspital
isn't something people dread,
resist and say they'd rather die
or goto jail before they'd go
back.

DINAHMILLER, BALTIMORE
The writer is a psychiatrist and
co-author of the book “Commi-
ted: The Battle Over Involuntary
Psychiatric Care”

TO THE EDITOR:

It has long been known that
the incidence of seclusion and
restraint in psychiatry varies
greatly depending on whether
such interventions are consid-
ered anecessary part of a
patient's treatment or evi-
dence of its failure.

The one time I was slapped
by a patient during my resi-
dency was in response to
insisting that this man talk to
me, or else he would be hospi-
talized. That sure wasnot a
form of acceptable treatment,
not unlike what happened to
Matthew Tuleja, simply be-
cause he refused to accept the
drug that was offered to him.

Since the mid-19th century,
way before the advent of psy-
chotropic drugs, it has been
repeatedly demonstrated that
adetermined search for alter-
natives to coercion can almost
completely eliminate such
traumatic interventions, but
psychiatry in the U.S. seems
far from achieving consensus
on this matter.

PETER STASTNY. NEW YORK
The writer is @ psychiatrist

‘Disgraceful’ Grilling of Fauci by Republicans

TOTHE EDITOR:

Re "Fauci Calls Claims He Hid
Leak of Covid From Lab 'Pre-
posterous'” {news article,
June 4):

Dr. Anthony Fauci, whose
knowledge and experience are
exemplary, was grilled and
maligned by far-right Republi-
cans inhisappearance ata
House committee hearing on
his alleged incompetence and
deception when he was a
leader of the nation's effort to
control the pandemic.

The abuse and disrespect
directed at Dr. Fauci by some
members of the pathetically
uninformed and often nasty
Republican majority on the
House Select Subcommittee
on the Coronavirus Pandemic
was disgraceful, as they pur-
sued outrageous allegations
that he helped cover up the
arigin of the virus.

Dr. Fauci, it will be recalled,
contended with ohstacles
posed by anti-science and
anti-vaccine politics and an
incompetent president whose
denial of the extent of the
crisis accounted for missed
opportunities for the early

Immigration Lawyers

TOTHE EDITOR:
Re "Lawyer Shortage Is Yet

Anather Challenge for Asvlum
Seekers" (news article, May

The chronic shortage of
immigration lawyers for as
lum seekers is ane of many
harriers to justice that asylum
seekers face inthe U.S. immi-
gration system. For 40 years,
the National Immigrant Justice
Center has worked to expand
access to counsel by partnering
with law firms across the coun-
try to represent asyvlum seek-
ersand other immigrants
applying for legal status

Today our expert in-house
legal staff recruits, trains and
supparts a network of more
than 2,000 volunteer attorneys
However, their ability to re-
spond is impeded by the fed-
eral government's failure to
investin a fair and functional
court system, as well as in-
creasingly punitive policies
that make the legal system
nearly unnavigable — even for
trained lawyers

The administration and
Congress must recommit to
restoring justice to the immi-
gration system, improve path-
ways tolegal protection, and
divert bilions of dollars cur-
rently being spent to incarcer-
ate and turn away asylum
seekers 1o instead investin
proce: hat uphold due
process and the right to asy-
I,

CHAD R. DOOBAY

MARY MEGMCCARTHY
CHICAGO

The writers are, respectively,
chair and the executive director of
the National Immigrant Justice
Center.

containment of the virus.
Though hindsight suggests
that aspects of this crisis
probably could have been
managed differently, Dr.
Fauci, who fears for his per-
sonal safety, has clearly been
made a scapegoat by vindic-
tive Republicans, a role this
loyal public servant certainly
does not deserve
ROGER HIRSCHBERG
SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT.

TOTHEEDITOR:

Dr. Anthony Fauci is not re-
sponsible for China's failure to
regulate its coronavirus lab-
oratory and field work or its
wet markets, and he neither
caused nor exacerbated the
pandemic. Rather, politicians
and partisan media use him to
distract voters from our multi-
ple systemic and leadership
failures that led to the highest
Covid-19 death rate of any
developed nation.

If the United States had the
per capita Covid-19 death rate
of France ar Germany, about
400,000 of the nearly 1.2 mil-
lion Americans who died from
the infection would be alive.

We need to acknowledge
this enormous failure and
address its causes with at
least the attention that we
give tothe arigins of the virus
MICHAEL FARZAN
BROOKLINE, MASS.

Presidential Rankings
TOTHE EDITOR:

Re “What Trump Looks Like
to Historians," by Thomas B.
Edzall (Opinion guest essay,
nytimescom, May 22):

After reading the article
about presidential rankings, I
feel compelled to try to re-
VErse a grave injustice that
hasirked me for years: Isn't it
abit strange that William
Henry Harrison and James
Garfield are consistently
ranked near the bottom by
historians, and for what rea-
son?

Harrison died 31 days into
his term — maost likely from
enteric [ever linked Lo the
“White House water supply,
which was downstream from
public sewage. He didn't have
the time to do any serious
damage, other than giving the
longest inaugural speech in
American history. But does
that merit being placed lower
in the palls than, for example,
George W. Bush, who was
responsible for the disastrous
war in Irag?

James Garfield died of a
gunshot wound only six
months into his presidency

I think historians are unfair
to condemn these two presi-
dents. They really weren't
given much of a chance to
succeed. Their lives were
taken away from them. Isn't
that enough?

DAVID PAWEL, CONCORD, CALIF.
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LINCOLN CENTER’S

REAL ESTATE &
CONSTRUCTION
COUNCIL GALA

For 650 years Members of the Real Estate and Construction Council have championed Lincoln Center
raising millions of dollars for the arts in New York City. Lincoln Center is deeply grateful to the

sponsors of our Real Estate and Construction Council Gala for their support over the last 50 years.
Your contributions help Lincoln Center connect and uplift communities through the transformative
power of the arts. Thank you to the following Lincoln Center Corporate Fund donors who have
contributed to the Real Estate and Construction Gala this year and strengthened our cross-campus
artistic, civic, and community engagement programs. Your support allows us to look forward to
another 50 years of inspiring performing arts.

Honoring CO-CHAIRS CO-CHAIRS EMERITI
Ben Brown Lawrence B. Benenson John J. Avlon
Managing Partner Gary Jacob Peter L. Malkin, Esg.

LEAD SPONSOR

Brookfield

Brookfield

50 FOR 50

GLENWOOD

%
THE JEFERIES COMPANIES®
JPMORGAN CHASE & Co.
LATHAM

LATHAMSWATHKINS

BENEFACTOR

Donald Zucker Company € Manhattan Skyline Management

@ ridelity National Title
! : ALELHNEL

GOTIAM

ROCKEFELLER
GROUP

PATRON

ABS Partners Real Estate, LLC
Benenson Capital Partners, LLC
Blackstone Real Estate

BNY Mellon

CBRE

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Eastdil Secured

Emmet, Marvin & Martin LLP
Empire State Realty Trust
Horizon Land Services

JLL Capital Markets

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
ME&T Bank

Morrison & Forester LLP

Rose Associales

Ruben Companies

The Rudin Family

Shaorenstein Properties LLC
SLCE Architects, LLP

Weiler Arnow Mgt. Co. Inc

FRIENDS
BankUnited

Goldfarb & Fleece

The Gural Family
David Heller, Savills
Loeb & Loeb LLP

Park Tower Group
Roberts & Holland LLP

SUPPORTER

AKRF, INC.

Bank of America

Citi

Langan

Six Sense Capital

Starship Capital

Time Equities, Inc.

Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP

As of May 31, 2024

Jonatha

Co-Chairs

Lawrence B. Benenson

Benenson Capital Partners, LLC

Gary Jacob

Glenwood Management Corp.

Jonathan L. Mechanic

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver &
Jacobson LLP

Co-Chair Emeriti

John J. Avlon

The Jeffries Comparnies

Peter L. Malkin, Esq.

Empire State Realty Trust
Malkin Holdings LLC

Councilmembers
John Bazzano
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Jeff T. Blau

Related Companies

John . Bralower

Six Senses Capital

Marty Burger

Silverstein Properties, inc
Peter G, D'Arcy

M&T Bank

James S. Davidson, AlA
SLCE Architects, LLP
Helena Durst

The Durst Crganization
Mark S. Edelstein, Esq,
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Marc Ehrlich

Rose Associates, Inc.

Abby Elbaum

Ogden CAP Properties, LLC
Jonathan M. Estreich
Esitreich and Compary,

David H. Feinberg
Feinberg Properties LLC

Inc,

David V. Fowler

ENY Mellon

Francis J. Greenburger
Tirne Equaties, Inc,

Jeffrey R. Gural

GFFP Real Estate

Woody Heller

Branton Reaity Services LLC

LINCOLN CENTER'S REAL ESTATE AND
CONSTRUCTION COUNCIL

Todd Henderson

OwWs

James |. Hisiger, Esq.
Tallwoods Property Advisors
Robert J. Ivanhoe
Greenberg Traurig,
Michelle V. Kelban
Latham & Watkins LLP

Steven M. Kenny

BRanik of America

Robert A Knakal

JLE

Anthony E. Malkin

Empire State Realty Trust
Mark L. MeCarthy
Sharenstein Froperties LLC
Stephen Meringoff

Himmel Meringoff Properties, LLC
Neal J. Miranda

Chicago Title insurance Comparny
Bruce E. Mosler

Cushman & Wakefield, Inc.
Steven Napolitano

Amirust Title

Joel |. Picket

Gotham Organization, lnc.
Louis Rosado

Capital One

Stephen M. Ross

Related Campanies

Richard Ruben

Auben Companies

Gregg Schenker

ABS Partniers Real Estate
Stephen B. Siegel

CBRE

Ben Singer

Starship Capital Ad\isors
Benjamin Stacks

BankUnited

John . Uehlinger

Emmet, Marvin & Martin, LLF
Alan G, Weiler Esq.

Weiler Arnow Mgt, Co., fnc.
Alan H. Wiener

Welfs Fargo Multifamily Capital
Michael Zetlin

Zethin and De Chiara LLP

The Lincoln Center Corporate Fund provides fundamental support to the 10 artistic organizations
across the Lincoln Cemter Campus. Corporate Fund membership offers a unique opportunity for leaders
and companies across Industries to connect and engage with one another—and the Lincoln Center
community— through dynamic artistic experiences. To learn more and become a member, please
contact lecorporatefund@lincolncanter arg.

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center | Film at Lincoln Center | Jazz at Lincoln Center
The Juilliard School | Lincaln Center Theater | Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts
The Metropalitan Opera | Naw York City Ballet | New York Philharmonic | The School of American Ballat
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European Central Bank
officials are expected to cut
interest rates for the first time
in more than five years.

4 DEALEOOK

Bill Ackmans opinions on
social media are raising his
profile and riches. Will his
followers invest with him?

9 SPORTS .
MLB. permanently barred .
San Diego Padres infielder
Tucupita Marcano for placing
hundreds of bets on baseball.
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The number of Chinese websites is shrinking and posts are being removed
and censored, stoking fears about losing a nation’s ‘collective memory.

Li Yuan
THE NEW NEW WORLD

Chinese people know their country's inter-
net is different. There is no Google,
YouTube, Facebook or Twitter. They use
euphemisms anline to communicate the
things they are not supposed to mention.
‘When their posts and accounts are cen-
sored, they accept it with resignation.

They live in a parallel online universe,
They know it and even joke about it.

Now they are discovering that, beneath

afacade bustling with short videos, live-
streaming and e-commerce, their internet
— and collective online memory — is
disappearing in chunks.

A post on WeChat on May 22 that was
widely shared reported that nearly all
information posted on Chinese news par-
tals, blogs, forums, social media sites
between 1995 and 2005 was no longer
avallable

“The Chinese internet is collapsing at
an accelerating pace " the headline said.
Predictably, the post itself was sooncen-

sored.
“We used to believe that the internet

had amemory," He Jiayan, ablogger who
writes about successful businesspeople,
wrote in the post. “But we didn't realize
that this memary is like that of a goldfish!

It's impossible to determine exactly
how much and what content has disap-
peared. But I did a test. I used China's top
search engine, Baidu, to look up some of
the examples cited in Mr: He's post, focus-
ing on about the same time frame be-
tween the mid-1990s and mid-2000s.

1 started with Alibaba's Jack Ma and

searched for Lin Chuanzhi, known as the
godfather of Chinese entrepreneurs: He
made headlines when his company,
Lenovo, acquired IBM's personal comput-
&r business in 2003.

I looked, too, for results for China's top
leader, Xi Jinping, who during the period
‘was the governor of two big provinces.
Search results of senior Chinese leaders
are always closely controlled. I wanted to
see what people could find if they were
curious about what Mr. Xi was like before
he became a national leader.

I got no results when I searched for Ma
Yun, which is Jack Ma's name in Chinese
I found three entries for Ma Huateng,
which is Pony Ma's name. A search for Liu
Chuanzhi tumed up seven entries,

There were zero results for Mr. X1

Tencent's Pony Ma, two of China's mast
successful internet entrepreneurs, both of
whom Mr. He had searched for. T also

CONTINUED ON PAGE B4

Then [ searched for one of the most

As Solar Power Surges, U.S. Wind Is Struggling

By BRAD PLUMER

and NADJA POPOVICH
‘When President Biden signed the
2022 Inflation Reduction Act, it
was expected to set off a boom in
renewable energy, with hefty tax
breaks that would make solar and
wind power cheaper than fossil fu-
els.

Sao far, however, that dream has
only come partly true. Solar panel
installation s are indeed soaring to
record highs in the United States,
asare batteries that canstore en-
ergy for later. Butwind power has
struggled, both onland and in the
ocean.

The country is now adding less
wind capacity each year than be-
fore the law was passed.

Some factors behind the wind
industry's recent slowdown may
be temporary, such as snarled
supply chains. But wind power is
ako more vulnerable than solar
power to many of the biggest lo-
gistical hurdles that hinder ener-
gy projects today: alack of trans-
mission lines, a lengthy permit-
ting process and a growing back-
lash against new projects inmany
communities.

CONTINUED ON FAGE B3

TAMIE, KA

W TURR,

I wind power continues to stagnate, that could make the fight against global warming much harder, experts say

UK. Editor
To Take Over
At The Post

By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM

In the swashbuckling world of
British newspapers, the editor
Robert Winnett stands out for his
lack of flash. Taciturn and low key,
more likely to be buried in docu-
ments at his desk than hobnob-
bing at a Mayfair club, Mr. Win-
nett, the deputy editor of The
Daily Telegraph, is known for his
focus on breaking news, ance
earning the nickname “Rat Boy"
for his relentless drive for scoops.

Now Mr. Winnett is stepping
intoa spotlight that will be hard to
avoid: This fall, he willbecome the
editor of The Washington Post,
taking over one of the most power-
ful and scrutinized jobs in Ameri-
can journalism at a pivotal time in
the news industry.

His ascent is due to his long-
standing ties to Will Lewis, the
chief executive of The Post. Mr.
Lewis, a Fleet Street star, men-
tored Mr. Winnett at The Sunday
CONTINUED 0N FAGE B4

Europe Frets
As Economy

Falls Behind

By PATRICIA COHEN

LONDON — Europe's share of the
global economy is shrinking, and
fears are deepening that the conti-
nent can no longer keep up with
the United States and China

“We are too small," said Enrico
Letta, a former Halian prime min-
ister who recently delivered a re-
part on the future of the single
market to the European Union.

“We are not very ambitious,"
Nicolai Tangen, head of Norway's
sovereign wealthfund, the world's
largest, told The Financial Times.
“Americans just work harder"

“European businesses need to
regain selfconfidence” Europe's
association of chambers of com-
merce declared.

The list of reasons for what has
been called the “competitiveness
crisis” goeson: The European Un-
ion has too many regulations, and
its leadership in Brussels has too
little power. Financial markets are
CONTINUED ON PAGE B3
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The Digest
ECONOMY “Developing countries must not
Global Public Debt Hit be forced to choose between ser- Stocl‘s & Bonds
. vicing their debt ar 5@1‘\'i|1\g their B . .
597 Trillion, U.N. Says peaple,” the report said. “The in- Markets Rise After Report Indicates a Cooling Job Market

Global public debt rose toa record
$97 trillion last year, the United
Nations reported Tuesday, with
developing  countries  owing
roughly one-third of that — crimp-
ing their ability to pay for basic
government services like health
care and climate action.

UN. Trade and Development
said the value of money owed by
governments rose by 5.6 trillion
from 2022

COMPANIES
Bath & Body Works
Predicts Profit Downturn

Bath & Body Works forecast full-
wear profit largely below market
estimates on Tuesday and said it
expected annual salesto drop, sig-
naling that demand for its scented
candles and body care products
would remain  subdued amid
sticky inflation.

Customers  with constrained
budgets are still unwilling to
spend on expensive nonessential
products such as home goods,
while they have begun ta apen
their wallets to smaller discre-
tionary items like trendier clothes
and accessories

The company now expects 2024
net sales to drop 2.5 percent to flat,
compared with its previous fore-

ternational finanial architecture
must change to ensure a prosper-
ous future for bath people and the
planet”

The United States, according to
the report, led the world with
maore than $33 trillion in public
debt last year, trailed by China at
nearly $15 trillion.

Egypt, Mexico, Brazil and India
joined China among develping
countries with the most public
debt. ASSOTATED PRESS

Bath &Body
Works

castofadecline of 3 percent toflat.
Analysts were expecting sales to
drop 0.37 percent.

Bath & Body Works' net sales
fell 0.9 percent, to $1.38 billion in
the quarter ended May 4, com-
pared to expectations of $1.37 bil-
lion. REUTERS

AVIATION
United Airlines Hiring,
But the Pace Is Slowing

United Airlines officials say they
expect to hire nearly 10,000 work-
ers this year as 1S, air travel con-
tinues to grow, but the pace of hir-
ing will be slower than in the pre-
vioustwo years partly because of
delays in getting new planes from
Boeing.

president for human resources,
said Tuesday.

United discussed its hiring
plans on the day that the govern-
ment reported that U.S. job open-
ings fell in April tothe lowest level
since 2021. The job market re-
mains strong, however, despite
high interest rates and signs that
the economy is shwing.

Boeing has slowed production
and deliveries of new planes since
a door plug blew out of a Boeing

o

DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS.

+0.4%

T2

)

NASDAQ COMPOSITE INDEX

+0.2%

6,857,065

10-YEAR TREASURY YIELD

4.33%

0.074p0ints.

By The Assotiated Press

U.S. stocks were split among win-
ners andlosers Tuesday after are-
port suggested the job market is
cooling, the latest signal of a slow-
ing economy that offers both up-
and downsides for Wall Street.

The S&P 500 ticked up by 0.2
percent, though mare stocks
within the index fellthan roze. The
Dow Jones industrial average
rose 40 points, or 0.4 percent, and
the Nasdag composite added 0.2
percent.

The action was stronger in the
bond market, where Treasury
yields slid after Tuesday morn-
ing's report showed US. employ-
ers were advertising fewer job
openings at the end of April than
economists expected.

‘Wall Street actually wants the
job market and overall economy
to slow. That could help get infla-
tion under control and persuade
the Federal Reserve to cut inter-
est rates, which would ease the
pressure on financial markets.
Traders raised their expectations
for cuts later this year after there-
part, according to CME Group.

The question is whether the
slowdown for the economy over-
shoots and ends up in apainful re-
cession. That would carry the
downside of not anly causing lay-
affs for workers across the coun-
try but also weakening profits for
o which would drag

CRUDEOIL [U.S.)

$73.25

-$0.57

stock prices lower.

Tuesday's report said the num-
ber of U.S. job openings at the end
of April dropped to the lowest lev-
€l since 2021. The numbers sug-
gest areturn to “a normal job mar-
ket" after years of strange num-
bers caused by the Covid pan-
demic, said Bill Adams, chief
economist for Comerica Bank.

But it also followed a report on
Monday that showed US. manu-
facturing contracted in May for
the 18th time in 19 months. Wor-
ries about a slowing economy
have hit the price of crude oil in
particular this week, raising the

The S&P 500 Index

Position of the S&F 500 index at 1-minute intervals on Tuasday

Previous Close: 5,283.40

10 8.0 12p.m.

Saurce: FartSat

cent this week andis roug hlyback
to where it was four months ago
That sent oil-and-gas stacks to
some of the market's worst losses
for a second straight day. Hal-
liburton dropped 2.5 percent

Other companies whose profits
tend to rise and fall with the cycle
of the economy also fell to sharp
losses, including steel makers and
mining companies. Copper and
gald miner Freeport-McMoRan
lost 4.5 percent, and steel maker
Nucor fell 3.4 percent.

The smaller companies in the
Russell 2000 index, which tend to
thrive most when the U.S. econ-
omy is atits best, fell L2 percent.

Elsewhere on Wall Street, Bath
& Body Works tumbled 12.8 per-
cent for the worst loss in the S&P
500 despite topping expectations
for revenue and profit in the latest
quarter. Analysts called its fore-
cast for results in the cwrent
quarter underwhelming.

GameStap also gave back some
of its big gain from the day before,
when euphaoria broke out after a
central character in the stock's
2021 run returned to say he had
huilt a stake in the videogame re-
tailer. It dropped 5.4 percent.

4p.

THEREW VORTIMES.

bands paying lower yields can
steer more income-seeking in-
wvestors to realestate investment
trusts, utilities and other stocks
that pay relatively high dividends.

Camden Property Trust, which
offers multifamily housing around
the country, rose 2.6 percent for
one of the largest gains in the S&P
500, Mid-America Apartment
Communities rose 2.1 percent

Same Big Tech stocks whose
fortunes seem to continue to rise
nomatter what the economyis do-
ing also drove the market higher.
Nvidia was the strongest force
pushing the S&P 500 upward. It
rose 1.2 percent as it keeps riding
afuror on Wall Street around arti-
ficial-intelligence technology.

All told, the S&P 500 rose 7.94
paints to5,291.34. The Dow gained
140.26 to 38 T11.29, and the Nasdagq
added 2838 to 16,857.05,

In the band market, the vield on
the 10-year Treasury slid to 4.33
percent from 439 percent Mon-
day and 4.50 percent Friday.

NEWSLETTER: DEALBOOK

DealBook helps you make sense

The airline will resume hiring 737 Max 9 during an Alaska Air- GOLD (NY.) possibility of less growth in de- On the winning side of Wall of the day's most important
pilats mJuly afterit canceled pilat lines flight in January, leaving $2,347.40 mand for fuel Street were dividend-paying businessand policy headlines.
classes for May and June, Kate United and other carriers with o The price of a barrel of US. stocks. They tend to benefit from  Sign up for the newsletter at
Gebo, United's execulive vice [ewer new jels. ASSOCTATED PRESS 52190 crude has dropped close to 5 per-  lower interest rates because  nytimes.com/ dealbook
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What Happened in Stock Markets Yesterday
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Europe Frets as Economy Lags U.S. and China

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
too fragmented; public and pri-
vate investments are too low,;
companies are too small to com-

decision-
making and financing are de-
signed for ‘the world of yesterday'
— pre-Covid, pre-Ukraine, pre-
oonfl'\gnnon in the Middle Enst
pre-return of great power rivalr
said Mario Draghi, a former presi-
dent of the European Central
Bank who is heading a study of
Europe's competitiveness.

Cheap energy from Russia,
cheap exports from China and a
bedrock reliance on military pro-
tection by the United States can
na longer be taken for granted

At the same time, Beijing and
Washington are funneling hun-
dreds of billions of dollars into ex-
panding their own semiconductor,
alternative energy and electric-
car industries, and upending the
world's free trade regime.

Private investment lagsas well
Large corporations, for example,
invested 60 percent less in 2022
than their American counter-
parts, and grew at two-thirds the
pace, according to a report by the
McKinsey Global Institute. As for
per-capitaincome, itis on average
27 percent lower than in the
United States. And productivity
growth is slower than in other ma-

jor economies, while energy
prices are much higher.
Mz Draghi's report will not be

released until after voters across
the European Union's tates go
tothe polls this week toelect their
parliamentary representatives.

But he has already declared
that “radicalchange” isnecessary.
In his view, that means an enor-
mous increase in joint spending,
anoverhaul of Europe's higgledy-
piggledy financing and regula-
tions, and a consalidation of small-
€I companies.

The built-in challenges of get-
ting more than two dozen coun-
tries to act as a single unit ha
sharpened in the face of rapid
technological advancement,
owing international conflicts
and the increased use of national
palicies to steer business. Imagine
if every state in America had na-
wvereignty and there were
ed federal power to raise
|1w|1e'\' to fund things like the mili-
tar’

Elu ope has already taken some
steps tokeepup. Last year, the Eu-
ropean Union passed a Green
Deal Industrial Plan to speed the
energy transition, and this spring
it proposed for the first time an in-
dustrial defense policy. But these
efforts have been dwarfed by the
resources that the United States
and China are employing.

Thebloc "izset to fall far behind
its ambitious energy transition
targets for renewable energy,
clean technology capacity and do-
mestic supplychain investments,”
the research firm Rystad Energy
said in an analysis this weel.

In Mr. Draghi's view, public and
private investment in the Euro-
pean Union needs torise by an ad-
ditional half a trillion euros a year
($542 billion) on the digital and
green transitions done to keep

Both his report and Mr. Letta's
were ardered by the European
Commission, the executive body
of the European Union, to help
guide policvmakers when they
meet in the fall to draw up the
bloc's next five-vear strategic
plan.

There is still a sizable contin-
gent in Europe — and elsewhere
— that prefers open markets and
is suspicious of government inter
ventions. But many of Europe's
top officials, political mandarins
and business leaders are increas-
ingly talking about the need for
more aggressive collective action.

‘Without pooling public financ-
ing and creating a single capital
market, they argue, Europe will
not be able to make the kind of in-
vestments in defense, energy, su-
percomputing and more that are
required to compete effectively.

And  without consolidating
smaller companies, it cannot
match the economies of scale

available to mammoth foreign
firms that are better positioned to
gulp up market share and profits.

Europe, for example, has at
Ie; t 34 major mobile networks,
r. Draghi said, whereas China
has four and the United States
three
r. Letta said he experienced
firsthand Europe's peculiar com-
petitive  deficiencies when he
spent six months visiting 65 Eura-
pean cities to research his report.
It was impossible to travel “by
high-speed train between Euro-
pean capitals,” he said. “This is a
profound contradiction, emblem-
atic of the problems of the Single
Market."

The proposed solutions, though,
canrub against the political grain,
Many leaders and voters across
the continent are profoundly con-
cerned about jobs, living stand-
ards and purchasing power.

But they are wary of giving
Brussels more control and finan-
muscle. And they are oftenre-
luctant to watch national brands
merged with rivals or familiar

‘Train assembly in France. A former leader of Maly criticized the lack of high-speed rail between European capitals.

VR

Cargoonthe Seine in France. Europe has been losing ground on several gauges of eompetitiveness for over a decade.

business practices and adminis-
trative rules disappear. Creating a
new maorass of red tape is another
WOITY,

Angry farmers in France and
Belgium blocked roadways and
dumped truckloads of manure
this year to protest the prolifera-
tion of ELL environmental regula-
tions that rule their use of pesti-

cides and fertilizers, planting
schedules, zoning and much
more.

Blaming Brussels is also acon-
wvenient tactic for far-right politi-
«cal parties looking to exploit eco-
nomic anxieties. The anti-immi-
grant National Rally party in
France has called the European
Union the "enemy of the people”

At the moment, polls are show-
ing that right-wing par are ex-
pected to win mare seats in the
European Parliament, leaving the
legislative body even more frac-
tured.

On the national level, govern-
ment leaders can be plolecuveo[
their prerogatives. For the past
decade, the European Union has
tried to create a single capital
markel to make it easier to invest
across borders.

But many smaller natior
cluding Ireland, Romania and
Sweden, have opposed ceding
power to Brussels or changing
their laws, worried about putting
their national financial industries
at adisadvantage

Civil society organizations are
also concerned about the concen-
tration of power. Last month, 13
groups in Europe wrote an open
letter warning that greater mar-
ket consolidation would harm con-
sumers, workers and small busi-
nesses and give corporate giants
too much influence, causing
prices torise. And they worry that
ather economic, social and envi-
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ronmental priovities would be
sidelined.

For more than adecade, Europe
has been falling behind on several
measures of competitiveness, in-
cluding capital investments, re-
search and development, and pro-
ductivity growth. But it is a world
leader in reducing emissions, lim-
iting income inequality and ex-
panding social mobility, according
to McKinsey.

And some of the economic dis-
parities with the United States are
a result of choice. Half the gap in
per-capita gross domestic prod-
uct between Europe and the

United States is a result of Euro-
peans' opting to work fewer
hours, on average, over a lifetime,

Such choices may be a luxury
Europeans no longer have if they
want to maintain their standards
of living, others warn. Policies
governing energy markets and
banking are too disparate, said Si-
mone Tagliapietra, a senior fellow
at Bruegel, a research organiza-
tion in Brussels.

“If we continue to have 27 mar-
kets that are not well integrated”
he said, “we cannot be competing
with the Chinese or the Ame
cans!

Mario Draghi, ex president of the European Central Bank, andhis successor,
Christine Lagarde. He is overseeing a study of Europe's competitiveness

FEurope Likely to Beat U.S.
In Cutting Interest Rates

By ESHE NELSON

LONDON — European Central
Bank officials are expected to cut
interest rates this week for the
first time in more than five years,
drawing a line under the worst of
the eurozone’s inflation crisis an
easing the pressure on the re-
gion's weak economy.

But as pdlicymakers in the eu-
rozane move ahead, thevleave be-
hind their counterparts at the US
Federal Reserve, who are grap-
pling with a seemingly more per-
sistent inflation problem and
waming that it will take longer to
cut rates there

Reducing interest rates in Eu-
rope before the United States does
would create a gap between the
policies of two of the world's larg-
est and most influential central
banks. A move by the EC.B. to
ease its policy could weaken the
euro, while higherinterestrates in
the United States would continue
to tighten financial conditions
there and in other countries be-
cause of the global role of the dol-
lar.

Some analysts have questioned
how far the E.C.B. can split from
the Federal Reserve, while others
say a divergence is not unusual
and reflects two different eco-
namic situations.

“We are coming from more than
a yearlong stagnation” in Europe
with signs that disinflation is on
track, said Mariano Cena, anecon-
omist at Barclays. “This is a very
rting point for an econ-

By contrast, the U5, economy
has been buommg over the past

already been diver-
gence in the economies,” he said
“Saif there is divergence in palicy,
it's because itfollows the different
trajectaries of the economies.”

Although the EC.B. has
stressed that it does not act based
simply on what the Fed does , poli-
cymakers acknowled ge that they
cannot ignore the influence the
Fed has on financial conditions
and exchange rates all over the
world.

Monetary Dohc\' operates in a
global context,” said Frederik
Ducrazet, head of macroeconomic
research at Pictel Wealth Man-
agement. “If the global context
changes because of the US. be-
cause of China, because of tariffs
of whatever, then the E.C.B. hasto
take that into account”

The E.CB. has strongly tele-
graphed its intention to reduce its
key interest rate this Thursday,
bringing it to 3.75 percent from 4
percent, the highest in the central
bank's history and where it has

ber.

ably return to
the bank's Z percent target next
vear as the shock of high energy
prices after Russia's invasion of
Ukraine fades.

The hloc's inflation rate was 2.6
percent in May, slightly higher
than the previous month, but it
has slowed significantly from its
peak, above 10 percent, in late
2022

The eurozone economy is still
reeling from the effects of the high
interest rates that were put in
place to combat high inflation. It
grew a mere 0.3 percent in the
first quarter of the vear after five
quarters of stagnation, the manu-
facturing sector is contracting,
and there has been a substantial
decline in demand for loans to ex-
pand businesses and buy homes.

Butinthe United States, Fed of-
ficials are findingit harder totame
the economy, where inflation has
been driven by strong demand
The Consumer Price Index

climbed 3 4 percent in April froma
year earlier.

‘What both regions have in
common is that there is uncer-
tainty " about the inflation outlook,
Mr. Ducrozet said. But, he added,
“the divergence case is still very
strong”

The E.C.B. and the Fed have di-
verged in the past, such as in the
years before and after the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis. In 2014, as Europe
struggled with deflation and the
region's sovereign debt crisis, the
gap grew for another five years as
the E.C.B. introd uced negative in-
terest rates and a large bond-buy-
ing program.

This time, the divergence is ex-
pected to last only as long as it
takes the Fed to start cutting
rates. The two central banks are
not expected to move in opposite
directions, especially after a
measure of U.S. inflation in April
provided some welcome signals of
modest cooling in prices and con-
sumer spending.

That would quell one of the big-
gest concerns investors have
about the E.C.B.'s moving ahead of
the Fed: that the euro could weak-
en against the U.S. dollar and the
region would import inflaton
through its exchange rate. If the

n fram a pe
than 13"*"e1t n late 2

E.CB.delivers whattraders antic-
ipate, the exchange rate should
not move much, Mr. Cena said.

The E.C.B. is expected to de-
liver only a few rate cuts this vear,
just a quarter-point reduction
once a quarter, which would still
restrict the economy. There's jus-
tification for the cautious ap-
proach: Inflationin the eurozone's
services sector, a stubborn cate-
gary heavily influenced by wages,
accelerated to 4.1 percent in May
from 37 percent the ple\'lous
month.

“That is something that raised
eyebrows" said Jumana Sale-
heen, chief European economist
at Vanguard.

Services inflation is not show-
ing much sign of slowing 's
worrying but not alarming,
Ms. Saleheen, who added that the
other components of inflation,
such as food and goods, had
slowed substantially. She expects
the E.C.E. to cut rates three times
this year

“In general, it's good news," she
said. “In Europe, the v'mst is
over: We've ended stagnation,
and we'renow moving to a period
where we can return to trend

Still, analysts say there are lim-
its to how far the E.C.B. could go
without the Fed.

“The longer you postpone Fed
cuts, the more difficult it can be
eventually for the ECE," Mr
Ducrozet said, adding that the sit-
uation would become harder “if
the Fed doesn't cut at all or —
waorse — if they start to be rea
concerned that the election will
lead to another inflationary wave
of pressure.”
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As China’s Internet Disappears, Fears of Losing ‘Collective Memory’

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
consequential tragedies in China in the
past few decades: the Great Sichuan
earthquake on May 12, 2008, which
killed over 69,000 people. [t happened
during a brief period when Chinese
journalists had more freedom than the
Communist Party would usually allow,
and they produced a lot of high-quality
journalism.

Whenl narrowed the lime frame to
May 12, 2008, to May 12, 2009, Baidu
came up with nine pages of search re-
sults, most of which consisted of articles

lator:

China has one billion internet users,
or nearly one-fifth of the world's online
population. Yet the number of websites
using Chinese language make uponly
1.3 percent of the global total, down from
4.3 percent in 2013 — a 70 percent
plunge aver a decade, according to Web
Technology Surveys, which tracks on-
line use of top content langu ages.

The number of Chinese language
wiebsites is now only slightly higher
than those inIndonesian and Vietnam-
ese, and smaller than these in Polish
and Persian. It's half the number of
Italian lang uage sites and just over a
quarter of those in Japanese,

One reason for the decline isthat it is
technically difficult and costly for web-
sites to archive older content, and not
just in China. But in China, the other
reason is political

Internet publishers, especially news
portals and social media platforms, have
faced heightened pressure to censar as
the country has made an authoritarian
and nationalistic tun under Mr. Xi's
leadership. Keeping China's cyberspace
palitically and culturally pure isa top
order of the Communist Party. Internet
companies have more incentive to over-
censor and let older content disappear
by not archiving.

Many people have had their online
existences erased.

Twao weeks ago, Nanfu Wang found
that an entry about her on a Wikipedia-
like site was gone. Ms. Wang, a docu-
mentary filmmaker, searched her name
on the film review site Douban and

line writings of intellectuals, entertain-
ers and influencers.

For Chinese, our online memories,
even frivolous ones, can become bag-
gage we need to unload

“Even though we tend to think of the
internet as somewhat superficial,” said
Ian Johnson, a longtime China corre-
spondent and author, “without many of
these sites and things, we lose parts of
our collective memory”

In “Sparks," a book by Mr. Jolnson
about brave historians in China who
work underground, he cited the Internet
Archive for Chinese online sources in
the endnotes because, he said, he knew
they would all eventually disappear.

“Histary matters in eve untry, but
it really matters to the C.C.E)" he said,
referring to the Chinese Communist
Party. "It's history that justifies the
party's continued rule.”

Mr. Johnson founded the China Unof-
ficial Archives website, which seeks to
preserve blogs, movies and documents
outside the Chinese internet.

There are other projects to save Chi-
nese memaories and history from falling
into a void. Greatfire.org has several
‘websites that provide access to censored
content. China Digital Times, a nonprofit
that fights censarship, arc hives work
that has been or is in danger of being
blocked. Mr. Zhang, the journalist, is its
executive editor.

Mr. He, author of the WeChat post
that went viral, is deeply pessimistic
that China's erasure of history can he
sed.

“If you can stil] see some early infor-

An online search for
Xi Jinping 25 years
ago found 0 results.

on the websites of the central govern-
ment or the state broadeaster China
Central Television. One caveat: [f you
know the names of the journalists and
their organizations, you can find more.

Each results page had about 10 head-
lines. My search found what had to have
been asmall fraction of the coverage at
that time, much of which was published
on the sites of newspapers and maga-
zines that sent journalists to the epicen-
ter of the earthquake. I didn't find any of
the news coverage or outpouring of
online grief that I remembered.

In addition to disappearing content,
there's a broader problem: China's inter-
net is shrinking. There were 3.9 million

Tencent's Pony Ma, left, and Alibaba's Jack Ma, two of China's most successful internet
entrepreneurs, barely appeared in search results despite their historic achievements.

deleted and banned on the Chinese
internet,” she said. "But this time, [ feel
thatI, as a part of history, have been
erased” She doesn't know what trig-
geredit

Zhang Ping, better known by his pen
name, Chang Ping, was one of China's
maost famous journalists in the 2000s.
His articles were everywhere. Then in
2011, his writing provoked the wrath of
the censors.

“My presence in public discourse has

me. "My life has beennegated.”

When my Weibo account was deleted
in March 2021, 1 was saddened and
angered. It had more than three million
followers and thousands of posts record-
ing my life and thou ghts aver a decade
Many of the posts were about current
affairs, history or politics, but some
were personal musings. [ felt a part of
my life had been carved away.

Many people intentionally hide their
online posts because they could be used

websites in China in 2023, down more
than a third from 5.3 million in 2017,
according to the country's internet regu-

Bill Ackman has grown outspoken on social media, criticizing President
Biden, diversity initiatives and Harvard's efforts to combat antisemitism.

Social Media Fame Helping
A Mogul to Rake In Money

By MICHAEL J. de laMERCED
Bill Ackman has gained new
prominence in recent months for
his outspoken presence on social
media But he has also made
riches for his inves tors and him-
self — and now others are hoping
he'll continue to do so.

His Pershing Square Capital
Management has sald a 10 per-
cent stake for just over §1 billion
to anarray of outside investors,
giving the hedge fund alofty
wvaluation. The question is
whether Mr. Ackman's newfound
fans on social media will follow
him as he builds his empire,
including through a new listed
fund and, eventually, an LP.O.

Pershing Square is now valued
at §10 billion. Among those that
bought into the firm are Arch
Capital Group, BTG Pactual and
Iconig Investment Management;
Bloomberg reports that Ackman
peers including Marc Lasry and
Doug Hirsch also bought in.

That has bolstered Mr Ack-
man's paper worth to $8 billion,
Bloomberg calculates, making
him 333rd among the world's
wealthiest peaple.

Investors are betting on Per-
shing Squ.are continuing to mint
r. Ackman rose to fame
ist investor wha prof-
ited by shaking up companies, a
strategy that made lots of money
—but also lost a lot. He now
focuses more on a few concen-
trated bets, includ ing on Chipotle
Mexican Grill and Universal
Music Group. That approach has
paid off, with a 26 percent retum
last year.

Mr Ackman's firm also hasa
big advantage over rivals: Its
publicly listed fund, which trades
in Amsterdam and Londaon, has
permanent capital where those
who buy in can cash out only if
someone buys their stake. (Other
rivals let investors pull their
money on a daily or quarterly
basis.) That allows for mare
predictable assets and manage-
ment fee revenue.

Pershing Square's stock has
also risen as Mr. Ackman has
grown more outspoken on social
media, especially after he criti-
cized Harvard's efforts to combat
antisemitism following the Oct. 7
attack in Israel. He has also
publicly criticized diversity ini-
tiatives and President Biden.

DealBook/

DealBook helps you make sense

and policy headlines. Sign up far

the newsietter at
nytimes.com/dealbook

(The Financial Times repaorted
last week that Mr Ackman may
soon endarse Donald I Trump
with an announcement on Elon
Musk's X platform.)

‘Wall Street has speculated that
Mr. Ackman's more outspoken
social media presence is aimed
at courting retail investors. If so,
the strategy appears to be work-

$10B

Currentvaluation of Pershing
Square Capital Management.

%
44%
Increase in price of sha: nthe
fund overthe past seven months.

ing: Amsterdam-traded shares in
the fund are up 44 percent over
the past seven months.

Will his followers flock to his
future growth initiatives? Per-
shing Square is expected to open
aclosed-end fund in the U.5. this
summer — which Bloomberg
reparts could reach $25 billion.
Like the European fund, it would
be open to retall investors. (It
reportedly also plans to raise §5
billion for another fund focused
on high-risk bets, and has S.E.C
approval for a publicly traded
vehicle to buy into private com-
panies.)

1f those plans come to fruition,
Pershing Square would manage
at least $45 billion, catapulting it
into the top 10 biggest US. hedge
fund s by assets,

As spon as next year, Pershing
Square intends to fulfill a long-
held goal: taking itself public.
That, too, could benefit from Mr
Ackman's newfound fans — and
perhaps more so if his preferred
presidential candidate wins as
well

came up with nothing. Same with We-
Cl

hat.
“Some of the films I directed had been

British Editor to Take Over at The Washington

EROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
Times of London and later at The
Telegraph, where Mr Winnett
spearheaded a groundbreaking
investigation into fraudulent ex-
penses that led to the resignations
of scores of British politicians

But Mr. Winnett remains an un-
known guantity, both in elite
American media circles  and
within the newsroom he will soon
lead. He will arrive at The Post al-
ter 17 vears at The Telegraph, a
center-right  paper associated
with Britain's Conservative Party.
Some of his past practices, includ-
ing the payment of a six-figure
sum to abtain the documents cru-
cial to the expenses investigation,
run counter to the more stringent
reporting ethics  followed by
American news organizations

Representatives of The Postde-
clined o make Mr. Winnett avail-
able for aninterview.

But interviews on Monday with
former colleagues and Fleet
Street veterans presented a por-
trait of a scoop-ohsessed journal-
ist with a distaste for dinner par-
ties and a passion for the Chelsea
soccer team, whose unassuming
exterior masks a dogged new-
shound who relishes tough stories
on politicians of all stripes.

“He really believes in holding
power to account, and believes
that's the most important job that
journalismexists to do," said Rosa
Prince, the deputy UK. editor of
Pdlitico, who worked with Mr.
‘Winnett at The Telegraph. “He is
so much more of a news person
than someone who has particu-
larly strong palitical opinions him-
sell.”

Mr. Winnett was so eager to
work in journalism that he picked
up freelance assignments during
his breaks from college at Oxford.
He was still a student when he
joined The Sunday Times of Lon-
don in 1995 as a personal finance
Witer

His ambition drew the notice of
the business editor there, Mr.
Lewis, who Eft for The Telegraph
and later brought Mr. Winnett
dlong with him. Covering Parlia-
ment, Mr. Winnett gained a repu-
tation as “a master of spotting the
gem in the dust of heavy informa-
tion," as a colleague once told The
Guardian.

In 2009, somebody called the
Telegraph offices with an enticing
offer. The tipster was in pos-
session of a small red hard drive
oontaining thousands of docu-
ments that revealed widespread
abuse by legislators of their par-

been stifled much more severely than
anticipated, and that represents a signif-
icant loss of my personal life)" he told

against them by the party or its proxies,
In atrend called “grave digging,” nation-
alistic “little pinks" pour over past on-

mation on the Chinese internet now, he
wrote,
ting sun”

“it is just the last ray of the set-

Post

Robert Winnett, deputy editor of The Daily Telegraph, will become editor of The Washington Post, above, this fall

liamentary expense accounts.
Taxpayer money had been used
for personal mortgage payments
and home upgrades such as a
most

Tt was an explosive stary with
the potential to upend the British
palitical establishment. But when
the tips ter met with Mr. Winnett at
a London wine bar, he asked to be
paid for the information, calling it
a way to protect the livelihood of
hiz source, The Times of London
and The Sun had turned down this
aoffer; The Telegraph accepted it.

“We said: ‘Look, while The Tele-
graph doesn't pay for stories in
this way — we're not a tabloid
newspaper, it's not something we
do— but this is sensational. These
people need some insurance.
They could lose their careers,'"
Mr. Winnett said in “The Disk" a
documentary produced by The
Telegraph in 2020 tomark the 10th
anniversary of the investigation.

At the time, Mr. Lewis was The
Telegraph's editor in chief. Ac-
cording ta the film, when Mr. Win-
nett and a colleague approached
Mr. Lewis with the notion of pay-
ing for the documents, they
thought he might be persuaded ta
offer 30,000 pounds. Instead, Mr.
Lewisthrew outa higher number:
£100,000. (A different Telegraph
editor later described the amount
as £110,000,)

Mr. Lewis defended the pay-

ment as being in the public inter-
est. “The payment thing is a red
herring,’ he said in the documen-
tary “This is one of the maost im-
partant bits of journalism, if not
the most important bit of journal-
ism, in the postwar period. I can't
think of a more impactiul bit of
journalism for Britain and British

Mr. Winnett in
“The Disk" a
document ary
produced by
The Telegraph
in 2020

T

W

society, highlighting such pro-
found wrangd oing and systematic
abuse”

Mr. Winnett coordinated every
aspect of the investigation, which
dominated British headlines for
weeks, ended the careers of
grandees in several political par-
ties and waon numerous awards.
By 2014, he had been promoted to
deputy editor of The Daily Tele-
graph and The Sunday Telegraph,
eventually overseeing its 24-hour
digital news gathering operation.

Mr. Winnetl was also the lead
byline on a Telegraph artick in
2010 that invalved the use of un-
dercover reparters who posed as
constituents of a cabinet member,

Vince Cable, and surreptitiously
recorded his unvamished com-
ments on apending media merger
invalving Rupert Murdoch. The
ensuingoutery forced Mr. Cable to
recuse himself from adjudicating
the merger.

Mr. Winnett himself did not go
undercover, and Mr. Cable said on
Maonday that he did not know if
Mr. Winnett had commissioned
the article and knew him as a “se-
rious palitical reporter” The arti-
«cles involving undercover repart-
ers were later rebuked by a
British press regulator.

At The Post, Mr. Winnett is
slated to oversee all news cover-
age involving politics, business,
tech, sports, features and investi-
gations. He plans to move from
London to Washington. In amema
distributed in The Telegraph's
newsroom, Mr. Winnett described
his departure for The Post as “an
emotional decision.”

“He's very much 100 percent
dedicated to work; that's who he
is,"said Holly Watt, aLondon jour-
nalist who has worked closely
with Mr. Winnett. “To people who
knew him early on, it was soevi-
dent that he would be an editor of
anewspaper.”

Stephen Castle contributed report-
ing. Kitty Bennett contributed re-
search.

G/0 Media Sells Technology Website Gizmodo to Keleops Media

By KATIE ROBERTSON
The tech website Gizmodo has
been sold to a European media
company, the latest brand from
the publisher G/O Media to go out
the door.

The buyer is Keleops Media,
Jim Spanfeller, G/0 Media's chief
executive, told the staff in an
email on Tuesday. Mr. Spanfeller
did not disclose the financial de-
tails of the sale, but said that itrep-
resented “a substantial premium
from our original purchase price
for the site " A G/ 0 Media spokes-
man declined to comment

Mr. Spanfeller said Keleops,

which iz based in France and
Switzerland, had agreed to keep
all of Gizmodo's staff members,
who would continue working in
G0 Media's New York office “at
least for the near term.”

“The site's new owners are very
excited to be getting a great brand
with a talented group of journal-
ists," he wrote in the email, which
was viewed by The New York
Times.

Keleops publishes four con-
sumer tech websites: Journal du
Geek, Olnet, Presse Citron and
iPhon. Jean-Guillaume Kleis, the
chief executive of Keleops, said in
an interview on Tuesday that the

company had been looking to
make an acquisition in the United
States for several years and Giz-
modo was “an obvious choice.”

He declined to commenton the
financial details of the transac-
tion, but said it was “a sizable deal
for us"

“In the next year, we just want
to make sure it stays an iconic
brand and it becomeseven strong-
er," Mr. Kleis said. He added that
his team would work with Gizmo-
do's staff to see what was needed
to improve the website and poten-
tially make some hires.

“What is very important for us
is the quality,’ he said. “We are

looking for high-quality journal-
ists

Gizmodo is the latest website
sold by G/O Media, which was
formed in 2019 as a collection of
‘wehsitesthatonce belonged to the
Gawker Media empire. At the
time, Gawker s sites included Giz-
modo, The Onion, The Root, Ko-
talku and others.

G/0 Media, which is owned by
the private equity firm Great Hill
Parmers, sold the satirical news
site The Onion in April to a group
of digital media veterans. It has
alzo sold off Jezebel, Lifehacker,
Deadspin and the AV, Club in re-
cent years,
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Energy companies want 1o expand the grid's capacity to transport even more wind power to population centers, but getting permits for transmission lines and building them has become a brutal slog that can take more than a decade.

As Solar Power Surges in the United States, Wind Struggles

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
Ifwind power continues to stag-
nate, that could make the fight

against global ng ich
harder, exper! any plans
shifting the country
fozsil nvision a

r v
large expansion of both solar and
wind, because the two sources
generate electricity at different
hours and can complement each
other. A boom in solar power
alone, which runs anlyin day
isn't enough.

Some of the early predictions
that the Inflation Reduction Act
viould help slash LS. greenhouse
gas en jons rough 0 percent
below 2005 levels by 2030 de-
pended on a rapid acceleration of
both solar and wind power this
decade. But it is now far |
tain that will happen.

“Right now, solar is pretty
inline"with what experts project-
ed, said Trevor Houser,
at the Rhodium Group, ar

Why Wind Power Is Struggling
Wind and solar power are often
lumped together, but they have
important differences
explain why one is g
the other is thriving right now.

For one, wind power is
mare sensitive to location. Wind
turbines in a gusty area can gen-
erale eight times as much elec-
tricity as turbines in an area with
just half the breeze. For solar
power, the difference between

sunny spots and less s v spols
is considerably smaller That
an't just build

In the United s, the best

places for wind tend to be in the
bluster .| Great
Plains. But many ar
crowded with turbines
ing electric prids are clogg:
making it difficult to add n

transport even more wind power
to population centers, but getting
permits for transmission lines and
building them has become a bru-

tal ake more than a
dec

nd projects built i
getting alot harder," said Sandhy

Ganapathy, chief execu
EDP Renewables North America,
aleading wind and solar develop-
er. "The lo
EAsieT acces

Because they can 1
height of scrapers, wind tur-
bines are more noticeable than so-
lar farms and often attract mor:
intense opposition from local cor
it In Idaho, the entire
State Legislature h: pposed
new wind farm that would be
ble from a World War II historic
site. A few go, hundreds of
residents were arrested on Oahu,
Hawaii, for blocking the construe
tion of a relatively small wind
project.

“We have not seen examples of
people being willing to risk arrest
to stop solar projects) said

Solar power projects inthe U.S.

ears.

have taken off in recen

2005

Even as new wind power

projects have slowed down

Matthew Elsenson, who tracks
opposition to renewable energy at
the Sabin Center for Clim
Change Law at Columbia Univer-
sity.

Across the country, hundreds of
local government e restricted
or banned wind or solar project:
1f a county blocks a solar arra
developer might be able to

next door. But it's not alwa

The wind industry has also
been hampered by soaring equip-
ment costs after the pandemi
wrecked supply chains and infla-
tion spiked. While those factors
initially hurt solar, too, the solar
industry has adjusted much fast-
er, with China nearly doubling its

-

by a few ufacturers i
China, Europe and the United
States, have yet to fully v
The

devs

de g for offshore
projects in the Northeast, where
developers have cancele
than half the proje
planned to build this dec;

Wind isn't languishing anly in
the United States. While a record
117 gigawatts of new wind capaci-
ty came online last year globally,
virtually all of that groy n
China. In the rest ofthe world, de-
velopers weren't installing wind
turbines any faster than they
were in 2020,

wa

The Case for Wind Power

Wind power can be incredibly use-

ful for cutting the greenhouse gas

€l sions that arerapidly heating

the planet, ex]
That m

all, the wind doesn't always blow
whenit's needed, and the av
turbine only runs at maximum

provide very cheap electri
and they often ramp up at night,
when solar power is una

have studied the lowest-cos

Lo
have often concluded that itwould

be invaluable to get about one-  If wind power can't expand as

a rely much mare heavily on other
other technologies like sol technologies that can supply car-

teries, nuclear power, hydrogen

‘Wind turbine blades for South Fork Wind, an offshore wind farm, stored at State Pier in New London, Conn.

Solar is on pace to meet targets. Wind? Not so much.

Solar

Wind

earlier stages of development and
are cwrrently more  expensive
than wind
“Limiting wind is the worst pos-
sible thing you could tell me we

a co-founder of Evalved Energ
Research, an energy modeling
fir

Can Wind Make a Comeback?
It |l possible that wind power
could rebound. In fact, some ex-
gue that the recent slow-
downis only a temporary artifact
of tax policy.

wind farm and most com
had raced to finish projects
end of 2021, whichis when the last
big federal tax credit for wind
power was set to expire. The fol-
lowing year, Congress approved
new subsidies in the Inflation Re-
duction Act, but it will take time
arefill the pipeline
in response.
zns that wind is
starting to turn the comer," said
John Hensley, vice president for

=

2-24 compared with

markets and policy 1
American Clean Power
tion, a renewable indus
group.

Mr. Hensl id that U.S. wind
manufacturing was beginning to
ramp up thanks to new tax incen-
tives, while costs were starting to
come down. L

percent, although many of them
won't be delivered until 2025 or
later.

Same states are now tr
make it easier ta build rer
energy: Illinois, Michi

Minnesota have all passed
making it harder for local govern-
ments to r

The feders

Dremand for wind could alsorise
as a growing number of states,
tech compani nd hydrogen
producers are trying to secure
clean electricity around the clock,
rather than just a burst of solar
power in the d "

California is a in point
While the s 1 henation in
drawing electr from the sun,

itstill relies heavily on natural gas
after dark. Batteries can help shift
e of that solar power into the
ening, but to meet its climate

lines that will import electricity
from sprawling wind farms in
New Mexico and

Even if the economics improve,
wind power still faces political
hurdles. Many experts say federal
legislation Il needed to ease

the process of building high-valt-

to happen in a sharply
vided Congr And the Nover
ber election looms, with former
President Donald 1 Trump, the
presumptive Republican nomi-
g to obstruct off-
ithe retums to

e White House.
The fate of the wind industry
could be a test for whether the
country can build large energy
maore  generall
co-founder of
Research. "Il we
getting to zero
v darn challeng-
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Many Coyoles fans were sorry o see the team leave. But the

i played in a5,000-seat arena

In N.H.L's Move
'To Utah, the Pros
Again Go Small

By KEN BELSON
naller is better.
major  sports

3 gest marketsin
the hopes of selling more tickets
1 sponsar i

ng broade

: and Winnipeg,
archoffinanci
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April, the N.
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than hall the size of
it Lal ity is th
a market,

s gest
nd Phoenix is the
i has never had

ccMm

L

Howler, the
Coyotes’
mascot, at
the tearm’s
final home
game before
its move to
Ulah for
next season

Ashley Smith and her hus-
band, Ryan Smith, the new

al
to just retire," R
an intervie
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hosted the Winter Clympics in
2002 and is trying to do so again in
2034, Many American Olympic
teams trainin the area

The broadeast media lands.
is also changing. When the q
relied an hroadeasters to shaw its
games nation ally over the air, net-
works wanted to reach the coun-
try's largest markets so they
could charge mare for advertis
ing. Similarly, cahle networks like
ESPN seek markets with the most
cable subscribers.

Butmillions of households have
been ditching their cable connec-
tions, undermining the sports ca-
ponse, Smith
art its own direct-
streaming service
ruck new deals with over-
the-air broadeasters that reached
farther than traditional cable ter-

“With vast numbers of people
cutting the cord and not takingthe
typieal cable bundle, the issue
now is how many committed fans
will pay extra for a streaming
product versus what used to be
just the pure size of the market
‘when everyone paid whether they
watched the games or not," said
Marc Ganis, a consultant on me-
dia issues to numerous sports
teams.

The N.H.L hasnot ruled outre-
turning to Phoenix. Bettman
spent decades trying to keep a
team there, and the league be-
lieves a Phoenix franchise coukd
coeed with the right owner
and arena.

Alex Meruelo, the owner of the
Coyates, will retain the team's in-
tellectual property, including its
logos and records. Meruel could
reactivate the Coyoles ifhe finds a
suitable home and pays a S billion
expansion fee — essentially what
he received for letting the team
leave for Utah — toget backin the
league,

The league has also considered
other markets, including, report-
edly, Atlanta — which has had an
NHL. team twice — and Hous-
ton, which had a team in the de-
funct World Hockey Association.

For now, theleague's
Utah, where the Smiths have j
a few months to sell tickets and
prepare for the franchise's first
season ina new ci

Maybe fans will “see it as a
chance to kind of start from the
very beginning with their family
ay, 'This is one of the things
we're going 1o do," Smith said

From top: A fan of
the Arizona Coyotes
before the leans final
game at Mullett
Arenain Tempe,
Ariz. After being sold
for $1.2 billion, the
franchise will be
renamed hefore be-
ginning play in Salt
Lake City. Children
played stick hockey
in front of Delta Cen-
ter before the city's
new team was intro-
duced to fans on
April 24,

The Bottom Five

By SHAYNA GOLDMAN
The
The Florida Panthers and the
Edmonton Dilers each trailed 2-1
in the conference Iim 5 Sm alter
three straight wi
they're st to r'\cenff ||1 me Stan-
lew Cup fin:
And with this series comes
several plot lines to watch. (Data
wvia Natural Stat Trick and Evalv-
ing Hockey.)

Asbietic

McDavid Reaches

His First Finals

Connor McDavid is a genera-
tional talent, and after he and the
Oilers eliminated the Dallas
Stars in six games, he gets to
play on one of the higgest stages

in hockey for the first time in his
career.
Thm n't exciting only for

ans but for all of the
Iwckevv\m Id. McDavid is a sight
to see every time he steps on the
ice, and that has only been am-
plified in the playofis. Just look
at his level over the past few
easons: In 2022, McDavid
willed the Oilers through two
rounds with a ridiculous 33
points in 16 games. Last year, he
was again Edmonton's backbone
with 20 points in 12 games.

This year, McDavid has hllIJ
on his brilliance,
18 games. Aftel
aga
McDavid rose to an elite DI
net rating to stay atop the pl
field. His performance against
Dallas has only added to that.

Maybe the most exciting part
of McDavid reaching the fina
the timing. This isn't an example
of an aging star arriving here in
the latter stage of his career.
With his similarly talented team-
mate Leon Draisaitl, McDavid in
his prime now has a chance to
haist the Stanley Cup.

Panthers Are Back,
And Healthier This Time

Florida was the underdog of last
mm 's postseasaon, starting with

first-round meeting against a
hl‘loncal\\- strong Boston Bruins
team. The Panthers rallied from
a 3-1deficit in that series to win
in seven games, and then they
took the 2023 playoffs by storm
with a trip to the Stanley Cup
final

Four rounds of playoff hockey
take atollon most leams
the Panthers felt the pain of that
by the time they reached the
finals. Brandon Montour, Sam
Bennett, Radko Gudas and Eetu
Luostarinen were among the
walking wounded. Aaron Ekblad
suffered through a broken foot,
shoulder dislocations and a torn
oblique. And Matthew Tkachuk
broke his sternum against the
Vegas Golden Knigh

The Panthers maost likely don't
have a clean bill of health —no
team does at this time of year.
But Florida isn't imping it the
finals like it did last year, w hl(h
should make for a better seri
There is alot of injury luck in-
volved, but the Panthers' hal-
anced approach seems to be
helping as well. Florida didn't
have to overleverage its best to
get to this point, leaving their
team with alittle steam for the
maost impartant series of the
year.

Defense and Goaltending
Questions for the Oilers

The Oilers have clear strengths:
an offense led by two of the best
skater

s in the workd, supported
by high-end complementary
forwards like Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins and Zach Hyman. But
Edmonton also has some clear
weaknesses on the back end that
have haunted them during the
regular season and playotfs.

At times this postseason, the
decision not to acquire another
defenseman has hurt the Oilers
becanse there are only so many
adjustments available to them.
The glaring struggles ol E‘od\'
Ceciand Darnell
like the weak link that could Iw\d
Edmonton back. The same is
true with Stuart Skinner in net,
whose instabilities cost the Dilers
a few game:

The Oilers have made some
key adjustments on the back end,
with tweaks that helped Edmon-
ton tighten up against the
inth
And Skinner has stood ml\;md

Shayna Goldman covers hochey
Jfor The Athletic.

STANLEY CUP FINALS

Five Story Lines That’ll Shape Series

T

An injury toMatthew Tkachuk hurt Florida in the finals last year, but he has been a force lhls\oar

\SON FRANG O THE CANADIAN

RESS, VA ASSOCIATED FRESS

Stuart Skinner has had some shaky moments in net for Edmonton, and his play will be vital.

Iooked more confident in net with
two quality starts to close out
Round 3. If both can hold up,

The problem is that the de-
fense and goaltending haven't
earned that trust just yet, leaving
thi. one threat looming over
the Dilers against a high-octane
team like the Panthers

Forsling to Shadow
Edmonton’s Stars

Round after round, the Panthers
have leaned on the defenseman
Gustav Forsling to shut down
their opponents’ best,

In Round 1, that meant a
steady dose of Tampa Bay Light-
ning winger Nikita Kucherov. In
Round 2, Forsling was served a
matchup against Boston's David
Pastrnak.

Then in Round 3, Fors
primarily matched up with Mika
Zibanejad. The New York Rang-
ers didn't muster much in those
minutes, i

cored
while earning an almeost 69 per-
cent expected goals rate.
Forsling has emerged as one of
the best shutdown defensemen

s0c
Gustav Forsling, laft, has heen
adefensive stopper for Florida,

in the league, which very likely
eamed him some votes for the

i Cup
inals will be his biggest task vet,
with matehup minutes again:
the likes of McDavid, Draisait]
and Hyman. How }'ulslmg con-
tains Edmonton’s best will be a
pivotal story line fo watch

Special-Teams Battle

Will Be Crucial

The Oilers are dynamite on the
pawer play. This postseason, it's
clicking at aleague-high 37.3

percent with 19 goals scored on
51 opportunities.
But what happens if Edmonton

rounds, Florida has maintained
its edge while short-handed,
even in Round 3 against the
Rangers' dangerous unit.

operating at 88 percent,
i

hich is
second only to the Of Flor-

oach isn't
result of strong goaltend-
id play in front of the
imit
their opponents’ creation of shots
and scoring chances and force
their opponents to play defense
against short-handed locks.

If the teams neutralize each
other on special teams, it will put
a lot more emphasis on five-on-
five plav. Edmonton controlled
play in crucial parts of Round 3
against Dallas, with about 60
percent of the expected goals
share in both Games 4 and 5.
Now how will that matchup to
the Panthers' balanced ap-
proach?

||| ghu
blue paint. The Panth
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N.B.A. FINALS | BOS

AS a Defender, BI'OWD Embraces Blgr Challenges. ACO]OSS&] One LOOIT[S.

On Jan. 22, the prospect of an
N.B.A. finals between lhﬂ B

~0 ting against Luka Doncic i
several one-on-one  situations
down the stretch of a Celtics win,

partance of two-

Erown d
bal shot nlmn\w\m K v
but he left enough room for liste;
erstowonder if hem c-'ml tothrow

on at times throughout the
3 (though not a ch re
nily during this Dal

who can play one side of the ball,
but we don't ¥ Tt
people who guard and play de-
fEI e and get deflections and
A d change the ga
area," Brown said then.
the people who can score

s what the NB.A.

get Dﬂ[lcl I'm challenging mys

ln be the best that I can on both
fthe ball."

ven if Brown didn't intend for
his words that night tobe taken as
personal insults, he set the sf
for the defensive challenge he
wanted totake on deep inthe pla
offs — and, unknowingly, for what
|1'wlchu|.> against

an
Brown, who laul‘on the Doncic
assignmentin that January
IJnuEhl up hou he spent som
picking up Jam:
H.Mﬂn mll court during a playaff
Philadelphia. Atthe
, Brown said he w i
5 n.c level of phyvsica 3
hadn't fully embraced tho ck
lenge ol becomin;
r. He

asking Celtics Coach Joe
for the toughe: ignmentsreg-
ularly. By the time of the Januai
meeting with Doncic and the Ma

ericks, Brown saidit was “norr
ized" for him to guard an oppo
nent's best play

Daoncic still racked up a mighty

stat line ufw paints, 18 rebound:
and 13 in the Celtics' 11
110 win, but he needed 30 fiel
goal attempts and 11 free-throw af
tempts. Brown tallied 3

Jay King covers the Celiics for The
Athletic

13-024 shooting with nine free-
throw attempts. A look at the film
showed six of his
e v
defender, including a pull-up
jumper over Doncic with two min-
utes left to put the Celti
by double digits.

Brown said then that B
wanted to put pressure on Dorci
and Irving while the Maver

were on defense.
“1 think it makes them tired on
the other side, ald. “So

Brown
i)

of the ball.

just there's tw
Being able to apply [
both, you've got to be at

of the ball.

\1anlh before the finals, that

statel 1[ from Brown might
C ﬂll

have a suhstantial bur-

den himself on both ends of the
court. Brown hinted in Janu
that he will want to pick up Doncic
[ull court. It would be awin for the
Celtics if Doncic tires before
Brawn doe:
The Celtics will also have other
options to defend Doncic and Irv-
ing, including Jrue Holiday and
Derrick White, who both made
secondteam  all-defense.  But
Brown has wanted matchups like
After closing out the P;
h an Eastern Conference fi-

A Celtic has become a
more complete player
by guarding Doncic.

team. He believed he deserved
that hanor for the commitment he
put in on that end of the court.
But it would certainly
e o Brown to win

art. I think there's
take it i and emphasizs
‘][Hl{‘ ball ]jll think

b ed, it's not as
recognized

bigger Lwe anoffense, who' e
ter shot maker. That's kind of what
v attention to in today

COMMENTARY

Any Proper Narrative
Has to Have a Villain

By 10N GREENBERG
Thee A thletic

DEERFIELD, Ill. — Before the
Chicago Sk on S aturday
aFever, a
v of mine had the headlined
“Dan't Overlook Chennedy
Carter

Carter led the Sky with 19
points, fa and one hard
foul on Caitlin Clark during the
game. You know which v

ry after the Fi

4 pick in ule 2020 draft,
averaged about 17

media world.

It was a dumb, unneces
foul away from the ball, and
Carter, wha had jus llul a jumper,
seda
Flagrant 1 at the time, not after
ust a hip check,

a capital crime, but the refer-
made a point to
1 the common foul

that was called
. And because itinvolved Clark,

=l|||.1|2umg bout it on
media
Abun\hm repar tﬂl,

Sh
s \J-mllw paml after its tepid
reaction added fuel to

lllo fire.

Jon Greenberg is a senior col
umnist for The Athletic

“Unfortunately, Chenne:
caught up into a h

€S
V. A|1'1 that .Ildml ppe
nversation he-
sell and Chenned
how we conduct ourselv
that wasnot appropriate
don't do that, we don't act Inkn
that, we don't conduct oursel
like that. And the ge iz
clear. The message i 3
d the foul hap-
pened “inthe heat of the mo-
n cnt during the game
ccoun tability for
h me and we move
forw ard H‘JII‘ that;
tar Angel Reese
eran lf:qn mate.

toar not, Roo gave herself an
out there.
‘At the end of the day, it

re genuine
We 'Iidn't hit her like she
he streets. [t's just

and particu-
lains in
ng goes,
elltheir

HE_lll Tll“ Chicaga beer

tising potﬂnlml th“le
d from 5 ualml

i].flCI LJUI.‘mIl.1<h[ ctory.
“I've been dealing with this for

“We didn't hit her like she was out on the street

now and unde.
eall, negative things
€ probably been said about

ut hone ke that
15e look where womer

3 would l|||\'l|\ W
talking about women's ba
ball. People are pulling up to
we got celebr
d-out arenas, just
f one single game
“And just locking at that, I'll
take that role. I'll take the bad
ue [o take

ates And if I want to bn lhwl 1
ow 1'11 go down in history. 1'1l
look back in 20 vea i
veah, the r | €t
vratching women's basketball is
Il{lljllilhe(.ilIEL’O[’JIlC person.
]l'E because of me, too. And I

I torealize that, like, it's
by

I

not jus
lot of us have done so much for
this game, and Chenned

been here before, obviou

\e.ﬂ\v.- everyone mll ‘have to

avers \\'iII hn'.'k todeal with the

s coming are tired of hearing pun- the rest of us will have to le.

arter was criticized for her

crowded national smning <a|1-

1 a persan that when same-
3, £

ause of one person. A

m

The Sky are happy to
take the role after an
episode with Clark.

arter said it w

added.
Clark isn't a

pecial trea

dneither is Reese. It

v ese who ar

the z'mnd by the

Thomas while fig

rebound in the Sky

opener against the Connecticut

Sun. After that game, Reese took

offense when I brought up the

idea of a rookie being shown her

place.
"1

not supposed
she said. "1

get touched

touched. Every
touched."

“Including me!" Carter said. "1

as well. But I'm

£aing tom sure I'm alwa

Zoing la b ing it. You know what

I.(-"|, us m]l.m
come to Chicago later llh=
manth |U\|HL<\ absolutel

,allof the stuff that
happened is 1 gleal for
anrr 5.
great
great players competingon a
national stage."



The Winning Formula

In Philadelphia Starts
With a Culture of Trust

By MATTGELB
The atietic

PHILADELPHIA — The day
before everything changed for the
Phillies, Dave Dombrowski, the
team's president for baseball op-
erations, called the team's bench
coach and asked him where he
was. There was no game. Rob
Thoamson, the coach he was look-
ing for, was at Citizens Bank Park
because he had video to dissect.
An unfamiliar opponent was next
an the schedule

Dombrowski could not have
this conversation at the ballpark.
“Can you meet me at my place?
he said.

Dombrowski knew he was go-
ing to fire Joe Girardi as manager
the next day But he was not cer-
tain about Thomson as his re-
placement. The two men talked
abaout the club. It was awlward for
Thomson, who was a loyal subor-
dinate to Girardi. Dombrowskiof-
fered him the job.

“I'd be stupid to turn it down,"
Thomson told Dombrowski.,

It has been two years since ev-
erything changed. It was, Dom-
browski said over the weekend,
one of the more consequential de-
cisions he has made in his career.
The Phillies have won the fourth-
most games in M.L.B. since June
3, 2022, Thomson's first day onthe
joby, andit is natjust because of the
manager. But people across the
organization have described a
massive culture shift since Thom-
son inherited the manager's of-
fice. It is built on creating trust.,

Everyone has a job. He does not
interfere or panic. The Phillies
have emerged asa force inthe Na-
tional League in those two years
with Thomson, 60, a Canadian.

“How 2022 unfolded was magi-
cal and historical’ the current
Phillies bench coach, Mike Calitri,
said of the team's run to the Warld
Series. "But now that I look back
at thelast T00-plus days, it makes
more sense. There were always
great pieces here. Hewas justable

Matt Gelbvis aseniorwriter for The
Athletic covering the Phillies.

to put the puzzle together"

Two years ago, Thomson
walked out of Dombrowski's
building. Hewas dizzy. At that mao-
ment, only two men knew it was
done, Thomson would be the next
manager. He decided to walk the
seven blocks to his apartment.

“Hundreds of people walking
by me," Thomson said. “T'm think-
ing: ‘My life's going to change. Big
time.' I won't be able to do this at
some point.”

He called his wife. He called his
children. No ane else could know.

“And then," Thomson said, "1
just waited”

He did not sleep that night,

A Two-Way Street

Riley Wilson's minor league ca-
reer ended Sept. 17, 2021. He was a
25-year-old lefty reliever in rookie
ball. He struck outtwo battersand
hit the last one he faced. The
Phillies released him that Decenr
ber, but they offered him some-
thing else. He became a Phillies
intern in 2022 with the advance
soouting group, a tedious job that
required long hours to unearth
trends about comin g opponents.

Thomson liked Wilson's work
ethic. When Thomson became
manager and elevated Calitri to
bench coach, they needed some-
onetowork the video replay room
during games.

The intern took over the replay
challenges for Thomson.

“Through that first little bit,
where it was rocky for sure, he
neverturned his backon me" Wil-
son said. “Ttwould have been easy
for him to lose patience with me
early on. Buthe never did that. He
always stuck with me."

On Sunday night against the St.
Laouis Cardinals, there was a close
play at second base. Calitri picked
up the dugout phone to call Wil-
son. They were nmning out of
time. Go for it, Wilson said. The
challenge was successful and led
to two Phillies runs. It was the
Phillies' 13th successful challenge
in 2024. That is tied for the most in
the majors.
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Wikon is not an intern any-
more

“Thoms has really good people
around him," the team'sthird-base
coach, Dusty Wathan, said.
“There's a lot of managers that
have good people around and
don't trust them. And it goes both
ways. Right? He trus ts everybody
and, in turn, you start to tru st him,

“Even {f you're a young player,
he lets you wark through things.
He might let pitchers go an extra

batter or two. And that really pays
dividends down the road. The
trust factor ishuge”

It is something that has res-
onated with Zack Wheeler.

“1 like the fact that he respects
me and how I feel" Wheeler said.
“He always asks me. He rarely
tells me when I'm coming out of
the game. Sol respectthat. That's
why I try to be as honest as [ can
with him because he trusts me
back"

AR

Citizens
%ank
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Dave Dombrowski, right, Philadelphia’s president for baseball
operations, announcing in 2022 that Thomson was taking over,

5
®
™

In 333 career major league
mes through Sunday, Reb
?rhammn has a .585 winning

Bimentage the best bvlaargo

illies manager since

the Phillies since 2018 and is
signed through 2025, leaned for-
ward at his desk.

“And that's why 1 will never
work again," he said. “Whenever
this is over, I'm done. Because |
can't imagine a place replicating
what we got going here"

Two years ago, Dombrowski
wiandered how Thomson would be
different as the boss, It is one
thing to be the right-hand man.
You stay in your lane. But there
‘was little change.

“He's just much more comfort-
able discussing things and talking
openly” Dombrowski said. “And I
had to tell him: I've been doing
this a long time. But you still have
to tell me how vou feel. It's impaor-
tant. I'm not down there. I may
have an opinion. It doesn't mean
I'm always right"

That transparency, outfielder
Kyle Schwarber said, has carried
the most weight with younger
players. They know where they
stand with Thomson.

“He's straight-up honest with
them," Schwarber said

"ﬂwy know days in advance
when they will or will not play Itis
not a guessing game, or an overre-
action to a bad night.

“He knows how hard baseball
actually is" second baseman
Bryson Stott said

With continuity among the
players and coaches, the Phillies
have better developed unfinished
players at the big-league level —a
goal thathad eluded the organiza-
tion for years. They have con-
structed a pitching program that
a team midseason, according to  has blended modemn-day ideas
STATS Perform with old-schoal thinking. They

His .589 winning percentage have come to embody the manag-
through Sunday is the best by any  er's steadiness.

Phillies manager since 1890, “Idon't say a whole lot," Thom-

Everything has changed since  son said. “But when 1 say some-
he was hired. thing, they listen. And they do it.

“It feels like yesterday" said That's who theyare. I think that's
Thomson, who was the interim  probably the main reason. I want
manager at first but had the tag  them to be themselves”
removed four months later, in Oc- Itworks because, for two years,
tober 2022 “Really I mean, it's  the standard has not fluctuated
just been so much fun with the “To know Rob Thomson,” Calitri
group that we have, the staff that  said, “is to know that he cares
we have and the front office that more about other people and is
we have. I can't imagine a place more empathetic to their needs
being any better than what we than he is to himself — on almost
have here. I really can't.” every level. His consistency is un-

Thomson, who has been with  parallels

There is something to that.
“Yeah," Wheeler said. “I've
never had that before!

One and Done

It has been two vears with Thom-
son, and only three teams
(Dodgers, Braves and Orioles)
have won more regular-season
games than the Phillies. Thomson
has won 1960fhis first 335 games,
through Sunday — the eighth
most by a manager, in that many
games, to begin his career since
M.L.B. expanded in 1951 1t is the
most by a manager who tock over

M.L.B. Permanently Bars Player for Baseball Bets

By LUKAS WEESE
The A tietic

Major League Baseball perma-
nently barred Tucupita Marcano,
an infielder for the San Diego Pa-
dres, on Tuesday for placing hun-
dreds of bets on baseball, includ-
ing wagers an the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates when he was a member of
the team last season.

ML.B's investigations depart-
ment found Marcano placed 387
baseball bets, including 231 relat-
ed to M.LB. through a legal
sports book in 2022 and 2023, the
league said. He bet more than
150000 on baseball, including
$87,319 on M.L.B-related bets, the
league said. Additionally, he
placed 25 bets on Pirates games
last season while he was on the
team, but those wagers occurred
after he suffered a season-ending
knee last July.

Marcano, 24, is believed to be
the first major leaguer toreceive a
permanent ban for gambling on
baseball since Pete Rose, the
M.LE. career hits leader, agreed
toalifetimebanin 1989 for betting
on games as a Cincinnati Reds
player and manager from 1985 to
1987,

“The strict enforcement of Ma-
jar League Baseball's rules and
palicies governing gambling con-
duct is a critical component of up-
hokding our maost impartant pri-
ority: protecting the integrity of
our games for the fans” Rob Man-
fred, the M.LB. commissioner,
said in a statement. “The long-
standing prohibition against bet-
ting on Major League Baseball
games by those in the sport has
been a bedrock principle for over
acentury”

MLB. also suspended four
other players for one vear — Oak-
land Athletics pitcher Michael
Kelly, the Padres minor league
pitcher Jay Groome, the Philadel-
phia Phillies minor league infield-
er José Rodriguez and the Arizona
Diamondbacks minor league
pitcher Andrew Saalfrank — for
wvialating M.L.B.s belting policies.
All four players were found to
have placed M L.B-related bets
while in the minars.

M.L.B. said a legal sports bet-
ting aperator informed the league
in March that it had “idenlified
past baseball betting activity”
from aecounts connected to nulti-
ple players. None of the evidence
suggested the games the players
placed bets on were compro-
mised, the league said.

Lukas Weese is a staff editor for
The Athletic.

Hundreds of wagers
were made, including
on his own team.

The punishments were issued
in accordance with Major League
Rulk 21, which states, “Any player,
umpire, or club or league official
or employee, who shall bet any
sum whatsoever upon any base-
ball game in comnection with
which the bettor has no duty to
perform, shall be declared ineligi-
ble for one vear"

In Marcano's case, the rule
states, “Any player, umpire, or
club or league official or employ-
e, who shall bet any sum whatso-

EXRA SHAW/GETTY

ever upon any baseball game in
connection with which the bettor
has a duty to perform, shall bede-
clared permanently ineligible”

The players' union declined to
comment. The Padres and the A's
—clubs for Marcano, Groome and
Kelly said in statements that
they “fully support’ M.LB's
sparts betting policy.

“We will continue to educate all
members of our organization re-
garding their obligations under
the palicy," the Padres said.

Marcano had not played since
last July 24 because of a tornright
anterior cruciate ligament Heap-
peared in 149 games from 2021 to
2023 with the Padres and the Pi-
rates.

Kelly, the A's pitcher, was in the
middle of his best season in the

Tucupita Marcane, above, is
thought to be the first player
rmanently barred for gam-
ling on baseball since Pete
Rose. Michael Kelly, left, was
one of four other players who
were suspended for one year

majors as a middle reliever at age
31 MLB found Kelly placed 10
bets, nine involving M.LB.
games, in October 2021 while a
member of the Houston Astros’
Class AAA affiliate, it said. At the
time of the bets in 2021, he had not
vet made his major league debut.

Groome, a Boston Red Sox first-
round pick in 2016, was playing for
the Padres' Class AAA team this
season. The league found Groome
placed 32 ML.B-related bets
from July 22 2020, to July24, 2021,
itsaid.

Rodriguez, 23, was playing for
the Phillies' Class AA affiliate this
season. Betting data showed he
placed 28 M.L.B.related bets and
three college baseball bets as a
minor leaguer in the Chicago
‘White Sox' system in 2021 and
2022, the league said.

Saalfrank, 26, was most re-
cently with the Diamondbacks'
Class AAAteam but made his ma-
jor league debut last season, mak-
ing three relief ap pearances in the
‘World Series. He placed 29 base-
ball bets, including 28 M.L.B.-re-
lated bets and one parlay bet on
college baseball games in 2021
and 2022, the league said.
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TENNIS | FRENCH OPEN

Djokovic Exits Tournament With Injury That May Also Derail Olympic Bid

By MATTHEW FUTTERMAN
The A dietic

Novak Djokovic, the top-ranked
player in men's tennis, has with-
drawn from the French Open with
a knee injury sustained in his
round of I6win against the Argen-
tine Francisco Cerundol

A statement from the French
Tennis Federation and Roland
Garros said Djokovic, of Serbia,
had torn the medial meniscus in
his right knee, forcing him to pull
out from his quarterfinal against
the seventh-seeded Casper Ruud,
of Norway, that was scheduled for
‘Wednesday.

Djokovic, a 24-time Grand Slam
champion, injured his knee in the
second set of his match on Mon-
day. Although he was able to finish
— and win — the match, the ex-
tent of the problem was ton great
for him to continue.

If Djokovic chooses surgery on
the tear, he will probably miss not
just Wimbledon, which begins on
July 1, but aso the Olympic
Games and the U.S. Open.

Ruud automatically advances
to the semifinals, where he will

Matthew Futterman is a senior
tennis writer for The Athletic.

play Alex de Minaur or Alexander
Zverev.

For so many years now,
Djokovic had somehow avoided
the kinds of injuries that so often
bring down great athletes, not to
mention countless weekend ten-
nis warriors in middle age.

Djokovic said on Monday night,
after his comeback win, that he
had been experiencing pain in his
right knee for several weeks. It
was not serious pain, but discom-
fort that he could manage. It didn't
‘hamper him once he was warmed
up, and if the pain did flare up, he
could fall back on anti-inflamma-
tory medication.

His results in 2024 might sug-
gest otherwise, since he hasn't
won a title all year and hasn't
played up to his usual standard.
Something has been off. He's been
beatable and exploitable in every
spot on the court by some players
who would not atherwise be com-
petitive against him. He would of-
ten sit wrapped in a towel and
gasping at changeovers like he
was secands away from calling it
quits.

His knee had not sustained any
trauma. It was just wear and tear
coming for him after so many

BERTRAND GUAY/AGE

BAAGES

Novak Djokovic falling during his round of 16 match against
Francisco Cerundolo. Djokovic won despite an injury to his knee,

miles on his tennis odometer. In
other wards, the life of an athlete
at 37 years old, even someone as
good as Djokovic, coming off one
of his best ever seasons.

Djokovic was frustrated on
Monday night after his thrilling,
five-set comeback win against the
Zird-seeded Cerundolo. These

courts, which he has been
playing on for more than 20 years,
were as slick as he had ever felt
them after a week of rain. The top
layer of clay kept giving way, and
Djokavic blamed the slick lime-
stone undersurface for causing
him to lose his footing.

Hehad been telling the gml.uu‘ls
crew and tournament organizers
for days that they needed to do
something about it, or at least
sweep the courts mare often dur-
ing matches to keep the clay cov-
ering the limestone as much as
possible. But they refused, even
on Monday, when he complained
during the first set at a time when
hewas beating Cerundolohandily.

Not long after supervisors re-
fused his request, Djnkm'ic

slipped, either tearing his menis-
cus because of the hampered state
ofhisknee, ar further aggravating
an existing tear that might have

been causing the previous dis-
comfort.

One moment he was doing the
same sideways and backward piv-
oting across the red clay that he
has done since he was a small boy
learning tenniz in the low moun-
tains of Serbia. The next he was
clutching at hisright lmee and mo-
tioning tohis team with twohands
gaing in different directions,
seemingly telling them that one
part ofhis joint had goneone way,
while the other had gone another.

Soon a trainer was on the court,
laying him on the ground, trying
o ease the tension around the
knee. Djokovic took some anti-in-
flammatories, but when he re-
trned to the court, it quickly be-
came apparent that he was strug-
gling with his movement. "At one
paint I didn't know, to be honest,
whether I should continue or nat
with what's happening,” he said.

He ocontinued through the
match, but he could not continue
through the tournament.

The Olympics had been his top
priority of the year, since he has
never won an Olympic medal, the
lone hole in his résumé, and he
loves few things more than com-
peting for his country.

Weather Report

Meteoralogy by AccuWeather
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Highlight: Heavy Rain Threat in Florida

Adip in the jet stream will
pull tropical moisture north
fram the westem Caribbe-
an Sea thraugh partof the
Flarida Peninsula next
week. The rain is needed
for areas of drought in
South Florida, as wel as to
help alleviste the wildfire
risk. Distuptions to travel
and outdoor plans are
likely. There is some risk
that showers and
thunderstarms will sttempt
to organize into a tropical
system, but heavy rain is
likely regardless.
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| National Forecast

A cold front will spread showers and
thunderstorms across much of the East
today. Some storms may become severe
from Michigan and Ohio to southern
Arkansas, northern Mississippi and north-
em Alabama, bringing a risk of flooding
downpours, hail and damaging wind
gusts. Spotty thunderstorms may move
inta the Mortheast and the Southeast by
the afternoon.

A storm will bring showers and thunder-
storms fo parts of Minnesota, Wisconsin
and lowa. Gusty winds and small hail may
accampany any downpour.

Most of the West will be dry as high
pressure remains in control, and recard-
challenging heat will continue acrass the
Southwes
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Metropolitan Forecast

TODAY .

.Clouds and sunshinz

High ?B Awind flow off the ocean will
resultin more clouds than sunshine. That
will lead to somewnhat cooler air, and the

day could end with showers.
TONIGHT ............

.Showers, thunderstorms

Low 68. An ares of showers and heavy
thunderstarmswill move into the region
Drenching downpours could lead to pand-

ing on streets and highways.

TOMORROW

Shawers, thunderstorms.

High 81. The weather will shift from
cloudy and damp conditions in the mom-
ing, with leftover showers or thunder-

storms,

, to a brighter sky in the afternoon

2

It will also turn & bit warmer,

FRIDAY ......

.Clouds and sunshine

Adrier breeze will result in dry conditions
most of the day with intervals of clouds
and sunshine. Brief showerswill aecur,

mainly during the afternoan

SATURDAY
SUNDAY ..

.. Thundershowers arund

Saturday and Sunday will have very simi-
larweather. There will be a mixof clouds

and sunshine each day. While most ofthe

time will be dry, thundershowers are
possible each day.
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Metropolitan Almanac
In Central Park, for the 13 hours ended at 1 p.m. yesterday
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Domesticity is what truly
scares a war correspondent.
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"he Comedy of Errors, a bilingual mu
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Philip
Guston’s
Teenage
Cartoons

BEFORE [HE ARTIST Dhlhy’! uu ston

vho had m
a student at Manual Arts HIEh
where lie belriended Jackson Pol-
and joined a vouth organization that
plodmcd The Junior Times, a Sunda uL
tin The Los Angeles Tir a
and illustrations by

Adrawing by Philip Goldstein, later known
1

as Philip Guston, for The Junior Time
Sunday supplement in The Los Angele
Times, on Dec.11,
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Jim Hensons life, his
crealive partnerships
and his insatiable
need to push limits.

WEDNESDAY

With the Delacorte Theater closed for renovations, the Public
Theater is taking its production of “The Comedy of E
parks and other sites. Left, Joél Acosta helps strike a tent
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The Belated Rediscovery
Of a Talented Songwriter

An anthology revives the tale of Margo Guryan, who died in 2021.

rived at Los Angeles
for his debut U.S

er-songwriter:
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rdings by Margo Guryan,
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Young Philip Guston's Formative Cartoons

Philip Goldstein

CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1
kids, for kids. From 1925 to 1928, in those
pages, Guston honed his pen for an audi-
enceof the West Coast's largest home deliv-
ery.

Afew afternoons ago, I shook loase 20 of
his drawings that —like “Steamboat Willie,"
‘Winnie the Pooh and other classic charac-
ters — are now in the public domain. Could
they add to our understanding of Guston
and his art?

The Junior Club itself seemed the boy's

several panelsfrom 1928 one of his
characters, Kolly-Jit, an overeager school-
boy whose name puns on “callegiate,” wel-
comes new members of the Junior Club
with aloud “How dy!" In one strip, Kolly vis-
its a columnist for The Junior Times, Tony
Correra, who in real life lived blocks from
Guston in South Los Angeles,

In a 1926 strip, we meet Skinny Slats, a
paradaxically corpulent lad who squeezes
out of an inkwell. Skinny is lonesome and
confuseduntil sixJunior Club cartooni
including Hardie Gramatky, who went onto
become a watercolorist admired by Andrew
Wyeth — walk into the frame and heartily
welcome the boy.

The *jolly bunch of pen-pushers” as Gus-
ton described the teenage illustrators in a
sleekly drawn, George Herriman-esque
panel of July 1928, would go on to arts ca-
reers themselves: Louie Frimkess founded
the firm Advertising Designers, Philip De-
lara joined Wamer Brothers; and Bill
Minnesotan, inherited the design
¢ after EC. Segar's death, while
Manuel Morenao, the brightest face in Gus-
ton's group, established a short-lived studio
in Mexico after animating for Walter Lantz,
the creator of Woody Woodpe cker.

Art history is aware of Guston's loftier in-
fuences — such as his mentor in West Coast
Surrealism, Lorser Feitelson, and the Hol-
Iywood collectars of Duchamps and Bran-
cusis, the Arenshergs — but these home-
grown funny pages, with their collabora-
tions and callbacks, were a laboratory for
him and for budding artists of all predilec-
tions.

‘While Junior Clubs were “a generic form
papers big and small could adapt” nation-
wide, the newspaper historian Paul Moore
said inan interview, “the LA, Junior Times
seems Lo be uniquely recalled in later dec-
ades as the starting forum for several art-
ists and illustrators.”

Sandra Gabriele, a co-author with Moore
of “The Sunday Paper: A Media History"
added by phone that “the symbalic indica-
tion is that this paper does more than sim-
ply bring you the news." Through contests,
prizes, subscriptions and events, Gabriele
said, Junior Clubs were “really about acting
as a cultural and civic agent in society it-
sell”

Guston, age 13, effused to the editor of one
of his fi sues: “1 have just joined your
wionderful club and I have already won a
prize for a comic strip. I just can't express
the feeling I had when I saw the mailman
put a blue letter in the mail box. I am cer-
tainly proud to be a registered member of
the largest, peppiest club in the world"

Across political cartoons and inside
jokes, Guston's woice takes shape. His
inkstrokes for New Year's 1929 foretell the
individualized daubs that wonld distinguish

A A

B
cll

b
Qrﬁsts

NEL

OO ERIEnD Ay

T\ LR HEwEE— e WA

S NFo E?:n is:.mu ey IWJ\_!
a

\-\_.! S0 MY

%
o]

Stanget|
AND oW
V% i ol

Jonry' 7

ok LR
S T TS, 5 TR
FUE SR G Pers)

FTWE DoAY, Bl

OO PUREMTE,

ny:

| ) + KT
GOH 1153k,
HARD T0GLT 0 §
ILL BE RIGHT 7|
0] LKt

LITTLE SHOWBALL:—

PP T WS WARGTEA [GEET 1 SURE HOMET &
VETHUT BrTHAT i,m LIRESTHER | [FELLER .n&n
I KHDER WHATS Y (0F 1
5] HE Sommmery

e

it

T g LR TR |

BOT! T FEELS GREATR r’/» 7

CUESS 1L GO bOWK
TAIRS T0 PrNE HA

TOOT! TOOT!

it i |
a3 saat TS
. was

TR
[

e [
Eart iy

wivghe, TWETRL
L

Bl
o

Above, three of Philip Guston's comie strips. Top, the character Skinny Slats, one of his first eartoons for a Los Angeles Times
supplement. Center and above, comics featuring Little Snowball, an African American caricature. *Could embarr assment over

Snowhall have fueled the intensity” of Guston's more famous anti-Klan paintings ?, our critic asks

him among Abstract Expressionists in
19505 New York. Vocabularies mingled, too.
See the weird Cyclops artist drawn by one
Ronald Gwinn of South Pasadena, complete
with the shaggy easel and blaring lightbulb
recognizable in Guston's own late work.

Race dlso stands out to the modern
reader. Guston's first comic for The Junior
Times, a sparse strip drawn at age 12,intro-
duced Little Snowball, a Black youth bear-
ing exaggerated racial physiognomy and
dialect. Inhisdebut, Snowball quibbles with
a Hollywood directar. In the nextissue, pub-
lished on Guston's 13th birthday, Snowball
phones his girlfriend.

Two years later, in 1928 Guston revived
him across three issues as Snowball the
Bell-Hop, this time sharply dressed, more
deftly drawn, telling one-liners in his hotel
uniform. Though his English now follows
textbook grammar, Snowball's minstrel
qualities remain.

“Sambo" and related denigrations were,

sadly, part of along and pervasive graphic
tradition. “Deviations risk being not pub-
lished,” Moore said of that trope's ubiquity.
“It's speaking to existing ways of thinking,
existing ways of being in society

Invented during Reconstruction to “muz-
zle" freed Black Americans, as the historian
Henry Louis Gates Jr. put it in “Stony the
Road: Reconstruction, White Supremacy,
and the Rise of Jim Crow" these caricatures
continued to fill the funny pages of the
1920s, providing the Junior Club's many
young cartoonists with steady models —
the mammy of Gasoline Alley, the primi-
tivized natives from The Gumps, the raga-
muffin of Winnie Winkle.

Sally Radic of the Guston Foundation,
which represents Guston's work, said in a
statement that he “was devoted to draw-
ing"

“He submitted his work to The L.A.
Times," she said, “and he received first
prizes. He was engaged with comics {draw-

“We know that as a
young man he was
socially conscious”
SALLY RADIC

OF THE GUSTO!
WHICH REPRE!
THE ARTETS

OUNDATION
TS
(S

T

Far left, Philip Guston, then known as Philip
Goldsteln, in 1026. Above, one of his comies, in
which his character Kolly-Jit, 2 pun on
“callegiate," meets Tony Correa, a Junior Club
writer who lived only bl eks from Guston.

ings). Yet, not having saved sketchbooks or
samething similar, we can't say very much
as to the artistic attitudes or social con-
cerns. We know that as a young man he was
socially conscious.”

By 17, Guston had left the Juniar Club for
theleftist John Reed Club. As he recalled in
interviews, the Scottsboro Boys affair of
1931 — a racial miscarriage of justice pre-
saging the Central Park Five — drove him
toward greater displays of racial salidarity.
Guston's social justice paintings from the
19305 depict Ku Klux Klansmen in unam-
biguous acts of terrar, some with Black vic-
tims.

Could embarrassment over Snowball
have fueled the intensity of those early
paintings?

Rabert Storr, the author of a 2020 mono-
graph on Guston, examined the early draw-
ings with me. “Did he just get uncomfort-
able with his own prejudices as adolescents
sometimes do?" he asked. “Did he get
scolded for it by his party colleagues? What
is it that happened?" Guston left no record
‘beyond the comics themselves.

Afteryears asan abstract painter, Guston
returned to figuration in the 1960s. The
Klansmen returned to hiscanvases too, this
time in play-schoal pinks and blues, per-
forming pleasantries instead of barbarities:
driving, smoking, socializing and —
tellingly — painting at easels.

‘When this material persuaded curators
to postpone his 2020 retrospective, saying
the work needed more context, the debate
resurged as to what these later Klansmen
might have meant.

“They are sell-portraits,” Guston said in
1978, ina statement much quoted since the
retrospective. “I perceive myself as being
behind the hood" In a 1968 self-partrait in
the show (which concluded this spring in
London), he left a palimpsest of the hood
faintly visible behind his face.

“1 have long been puzzled by Philip Gus-
ton's readiness o see himsell under the
Klan hood," Storr wrote me later. “Was itan
amarphous liberal guilt that many white
people felt in the Radical Sixties or some-
thing else? Well, a quick perusal of Guston's
(then Gaoldstein's) apprentice cartoons in
the L.A. Times provides a cringeworthy an-
swer.

“They are painful to look at and think
about today” Storr continued, “and must
have been painful for their author to recall
in the immediate aftermath of the Civil
Rights era His private shame and ambiva-
lence are written all over the whimsical
hooded marauders he deployed in later
paintings and differentiate those figures
from his raw, overtly palitical depictians of
Ivnchers doing their dirty work in the
1930s."

Unless some long-lost diary resurfaces,
the possibility that Guston himself cringed
at the memory — or recalled the cartoons at
all — remains speculative. "By the turn of
the century” Storr cautioned, “Klan hate
‘was as much againstimmigrants as Blacks.
So there were many reasons to hate the
Klan."

But the drawings introduce a potential
new reading. In confronting the banality of
evil with his Klansmen of the '60s and '70s,
perhaps Guston was excavating his own
past in search ofthe raw American political
unconscious. (His return to paolitical car-
toons under President Richard Nixon, star-
ringchildish reductions of China and Africa,
would suggest he was still “doing the
work.")

“To ask for meaning is to misunderstand
his process” his daughter, Musa Ma
said in a recent interview with the Metro-
palitan Museum of Art. But as Guston set-
tles deeper into the canon, with an enor-
mous new donation and a display in the
Met's future Tang Wing, it is to be hoped
that the full, unsparing sweep of his legacy
— from the newspaper cartoon to the
gallery — will embolden rather than
frighten his curats Let it be studied, fol-
lowing Harry Belafonte's informal edict
from 1963, addressing the crowd at the
March on Washington : “It isthe artists who
reveal the society to itself”

Paintings by Philip Guston, from left:
“The Studio” and *Riding Around,’
both from 1960 and both fea turing
images of Ku Klux Klansmen




All's Unfair
In Love
And War

Journalism

A sudden engagement and
a wedding offer domesticity,
but is safety too high a risk?

“IFIN THE FIRSTACT »ou have hung a pistol
on the wall, then in the following one it
should be [ired" So Chekhov instructed
playwrights, and so they are taught in
drama schoals everywhere.

But perhaps there should be a corallary:
If you start your action with a bang, a gun
had better follow.

In Alexis Scheer's

reaking the Sto
at Second Stage
Theater, the initial b.mz s an earsplitting

doozy: an explosion that throws a war jour-
nall nd her videographer to the ground.
MNorisit the first life-threatening attack that
the journalist has experienced. We quickly
learnthat in her 20 rs an the front lines,
Marina (Maggie Slff) has been knocked
down, knocked out, cut up and resewn
many times over. A scar runs up the right
side of her face like a cherry gummy worm.

a's, The slim thread of story con-
rus her attempted retirement from con-
journalism and sudden engagement to
the videographer, Bear (Louis Ozawa). But
on the weekend of the wedding, it turns out
she isn't so sure she wants (or can even sur-
vive) the safe, do tic life she ha: ent
her career avaiding. Danger was nat
mere. risk she took in choosing to be a
war correspondent but the reason for the
choice in the first place.

Thiil i isgui
ness might be an inter
and indeed Donald Margulies
StandsStill," abouta warjournalist likew:
returning to regular life, explored it mov-
ingly in2010. But Scheer's framing, in which
aflockof comic and undermining kibitzers
descends for the wedding on Marina's new
estate in Wellesley, \1155.,\<|w|lghme\gh[
to suppart much con[ﬂm Far most of the
play they treat Marin: ar-lust as an en-
dearing character tr. factored
into their love for her.

It would therefore be nice if these charac-
ters brought with them, like house gifts,
some conflict of their '.mn but their stories
are almost entirely mild "hl ina's daughter
(Gabrielle Policano) wants to take a gap
vear before college to further her singing
career. Marina's protégée (Tala Ashe)
wants to dig up dirt for a podcast she's pro-
ducing. (The dirt, when finally dug, is anti-
climactic.) Marina's ex { Matthew Saldivar)
halfheartedly wants to win her back Ma-
rina’s best friend (Geneva Carr) wants to

THENEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2024
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pull off a perfect last-minute wedding for

her. Marina's mother (Julie Halston) wants
to have a good time

A good time is not forthcoming. Over the
course of the weekend, during which
rina will coincidentally be receiving a dis-
tinguished achievement award, she has ter-
rifving flashbacks to the horrors she wit-
nessed in various unspecified conflicts. (If
vou are prone to distress from loud noises
and strobing flashes and footage of wartime
destruction, you may find this material diffi-
cult ) That she is obviously suffering from
post-iraumatic stress does not seem to beof
much concern to anyone; her daughter sug-
gests she have some water.

The clash of tones arises from the inter-
section of choices that must have seemed
ap[on[hen own.Oneofthe longer scen
hartish play finds the wedding party
t'\sung cakes somehow oconjured up
overnight. The choices are at first ordinary
chocolate— and asource
But to dramatize Marin:
heer switc hes ta surrealism
as the scene resets several times, the cakes
now bearing names like Dark Cheney and
Cherry Hezballah. Since only Marina no-
tices this turn, the drama remains entirely
interior.

Scheer's breakout play, “My Dear Dead
Drug Lord)" produced by Second Stage in

Maggie Siff, above, as
r correspondent
who tries to embrace
domestic life in Alexis
Scheer's “Breaking the
Story?” From far left,
Gabrielle Policano, Tala
Ashe and Julie Halston

2019, demonstrated a vivid imagination and
a gift for comedy that erupts from shifting
subterranean emotions. An unsuccessful
detour into musical theater — she adapted
Emerald Fennells book for the Broadway
incarnation of Andrew Lloyd Webber's
“Bad Cinderella" —has not entirely erased
those qualities. When Marina warns Bear
lh he's "a War Zone 10" but a “Real World
;' it's a good joke that! 0 a tipoff to her
cul\cept of self-warth. But too much of the
dialogue is either quippy or melodramatic,
offering the shape of emotion but not the
substance,

Except for Halston, who is incapable of
not grabbing an audience, there's little the
cast can do tomake thi terial feel full or
fresh. Even Bonney, a directar with miles of
excellent productions to her credit — ir
cluding “Mlima's Tale" and “Cost of Living"
— resorts to too m clichés. (The sound
design, by Darron L West, and the projec-
tion design, by Elaine J. McCarthy, are espe-
cially obvious.) And a Hail Mary pass to-
ward tragedy in the last moments of the
play feels liks incomplete

But just before that, Scheer does openan
intriguing line of inquiry, as Marina, accept-
ing her award, questions the values behind
amodel of journalism that valorizes danger
to journalists. Her wounds, she tells us,
have brought more attention to the suffer-
ing of the people she covers than they could
ever receive on their own. That's a per se
reward structure for evervone — including
playwrights. Is tragedy, the story of suffer-
ing, worth it? Chekhov had no maxim for
that: he called his plays comedies
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Sean Combs Sells Stake
In Revolt, a Media Outfit

The hip-hop magul
faces a wave of lawsuits
alleging sexual abuse.

By JULIA JACOBS

Sean Combs, the hip-hop mogul
who has been facing mounting le-
gal serutiny over allegatio i
sexual and physical abuse, has
sold his majority stake in Revolt,
media  co he
an-

naunced on Tuesday

The largest shareholder group
at Revolt, a private company, is
now made up of employees, its
chief executive, Detavio Samuels,
said in an interview ahead of the
announcement.

Now known for video podcasts
such as "Drink Champs," “The Ja-
son Lee Show" and "Caresha
Please," Revolt was started by Mr
Combs more than a decade agoas
a music industry-focused cable
channel meant to increase Black
representation on television.

In January, after a wave of law-
suits were filed against Mr.
Combs, 54, he agreed to start the
process of separation from Revolt,
Mr. Samuels said.

Mr. Combs's business empire
hrunk significantly since No-
\-en.bel when Casandra Ventura

fo r girlfriend, who pel-
1sic as Cassie — [il
7suit accusing him of years al
physical and sexual abuse. The
suit was settled, but five maore fol-
lowed from women who accused
Mr. Combs of sexual assault.

Mr. Combs, also known as Puff
and Diddy, said last year that the
suits contained "(lckemnz allega-
tions" from viduals looking

i
for a quick payday

In the months after Ms. Ven-
tura's filing, Mr. Combs stepped

board, sold his half of a liquor
brand for about S200 million after
awryers for its parent company
lained that his reputation
had been tarnished and saw a
New Yark charter school network
he helped expand end its partner-
ship with him.

“One-hundred percent of Sean
Combs's sha have been re-
deemed and retired)” Mr. Samuels
said in the interview. "He is no
longer chairman. He is no longer
on the board. He has no shares, no
equity in Revolt. We have com-
pletely separated and dissociated
from each other”

Mr. Samuels declined @ say
haw much Mr. Comhbs was paid for
his stake in Revolt. With Mr.
Combs out, there is no majority
owner in the company. A repre-
sentative for Mr. Combs did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment on Tuesday.

whomade his name
as a founder of the
Bad Boy record label, leaped into
cable TV ownership in 2012, driv-
n by his vision of a Black-owned
and run media company covering
Elack culture. When the channel
started up the next vear, it was
marketed as a sort of MTV for a
younger, more social media-fo-
cused generation.

The business h:
cantly in recent years from cable
toward digital media, and Mr
Samuels said Revolt's business
naow largely driven by digital
advertising. Rewvolt's most popu-
lar programs also stream on
YouTube, where the company has
2.8 million subscribers; it started
apodeast network in 2022

Though Revolt had long em-
braced Mr. Combs as the face ofits
brand, the company ha:
itsell from him recen
law suits have piled up and Home-
land Security raids on two of his
homes indicated a deepening fed-
eral investigation into his conduct.

In the interview, Mr. Samuels,
who joined Revolt in 2020, said
that even before the law suits, Mr
Combs had “little to no interaction
with the team" at the company,
which has more than 110 full-time
employ

Despite the stated distance be-
tween Mr. Combs and Revalt, the
staff I till been shaken by the

hifted signifi-

cascade of news surrounding the
company's founder, including the

hate! urity footage that CNN
revealed last month of Mr. Combs
striking, kicking and dragging
Ms. Ventura in 2016, The video
corroborated part of Ms. Ven-
twra's lawsuit and prompted an
apalogy from Mr. Combs, who said
his behavior was "inexcusable"
Mr. Combs's legal team has been
fighting the lawsuits against him
in court, blaming one of them for
having “irreparably damaged"
ion based on
uncorroborated  allega-

In response to the release of the
hotel footage, Revalt provided ac-
cess to individual and group ther-
apists for employees, Mr. Samuels
said.

While some have speculated
that wealthy investors would
swoop in to take over Revolt, un-
der the new structure, current and
future full-time employees will re-
ceive equity in the company. With
a staff that is about 80 percent
people of calor, Mr. Samuels said,
the company is aiming to address
a history in the United States of
“allowing Black and brown people
to build multi-trillion-dollar indus-
tries without allbowing them the
benefit"

“What we realized is, we were
all we needed,” he said
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE €1
rate pressings overseas earned her the so-
briquet “The Soft Pop Queen of Japan." In
2000, the LP was officially reissued, fol-
low ed by others collecting her demorecord-
ings — lean performances that could pass
for 21st-century indie pop.

Her work caught the ears of music super-
wisors in television (“Minx," “1 Think You
Should Leave"), film (“Sam & Kate") and
advertising (Tag Heuer). Her demo of
“Why Do I Cry" became a TikTok mene,
spurring thousands of video clips by (pre-
sumably) nostalgia-loving sad girls andsad
bays; atlast check, the song had 23 million
streams on Spotify.

The 1pol|\eo5|50f this snowballing redis-
covery — or "discovery,"
died in 2021, preferred to say — arrives this
week with "Words and Music," a lavish col-
lection of recordings, many viously un-
released, from the boutique label Numero
Group. The archival flush, illuminated with
@ historical essay by the music critic Jenn
Pelly, shows the scope of Guryan's talent to
be even wider than fans have known.

Some of those fans are fellow nusicians.
“So many of Margo's recordings are in the
magic zone that songwriters try to reach
where everything is pure and beautiful
Mally Rankin of the band Alvvays wrote in
an email. “She had such a powerful sense of
pap harmany!’ Rankin added, “ but she aften
tempered the sweetness with a de ad-eyed
realism”

Azniv Korkejian, who records as Bed-
ouineand has covered Guryan's songs, also
marvels at her craft. “You can tell there's a
opinionated person behind those melo-
dies, whether it's on love ar politics” Korke-
jian said inan email. “ I think she'sinspireda
lot of music that gets released nowadays,"
she said, which probably makes her music
“feel just as current”

Margo Iris Guryan grew up in the Far
Rockaway section of Queens, in alarge ma-
triarchal household presided over r
grandmather Bertha, a Russian Jewish i
migrant. Margo's mather, Evelyn, was ara-
diologist; her stay-at-] -home dwd Seymour,
was forever playing Tin Pan Alley stand-
ards on their grand piano

He spurred a musical passion in his
young daughter, who also had an unusual
way with words: In a 2017 Instagram post,

Top, Margo Guryan, left of
drum set, rehearsing with
other musicians, including
Max Roach, Ornette Coleman
and Don Cherry, atthe Lenox
School of Jazz's Music Barn
around 1859 A new collection
of recordings shows that
Guryan, abave, was broadly
talented as a singer,
songwriter and pianist.

Guryan shared a yellowed letter from
Young America magazine dated Feb. 17,
1949, noting that her poem titled *
twirp Yeldersbirth Bittington Ewees
‘been accepted for publication, and that the
magazine, aimed at primary schoaol chil-
dren, “would like to see more of your work
in the future.” She was 11

As A music compos ition major at Boston
University, Guryvan adored Bach but had
her head turned by jazz. She took lessons
from the pianis t Jaki B}'m dand enrolled ina
jazz history course with the promoter
Gearge Wein, who let the musician attend
shows at Storyville, the club he managed
During a Miles Davis Quintet gig, she was
persuaded after a few drinks to sub for the
intermission pianist; after plaving some
originals, Guryan earned an approving
“Yeah, baby!" from Davis

Her acceptance into the short-lived
Lenox School of Jazz in 1959 was pivotal
The school, a groundbreaking center for le-
gitimizing jazz education, was set up in the
Berkshires as an offshoot of the Music Inn
— a culture resort run by a New York City
arts power couple, Philip and Steplnlue
Barber.

According to Jeremy Yudkin's “The
Lenox School of Jazz," the dean was John
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Lewis, of the Modern Jazz Quartet, and
Guryan's classmates included many future
notables: the pianist Steve Kuhn, the com-
poser-educator David Baker and twa al-
ready-accomplished musicians, Ornetie
Coleman and Don Cherry Guryan was one
of just two women among about 40 stu-
dents, and she suffered the expected has-
sles. But there were also important mo-
ments of respect; Coleman performed her
compaosition “Inn Tune" alongside his own
in the semester’s final concert.

Guryan liked writing and disliked per-
forming. According to her stepson, Jona-
than Rosner, who helped produce the new
anthology, she changed from a piano major
to composition “because she didn't want to
give the senior recital.” He chalked up some
of it to stage fright. Guryan was critical of
her vocal shortcomings, and she noted the
toll that gigging life took on her first hus-
band he tramban ist Bob Brookmeyer —
and their marriage.

After college she signed a publishing deal
with John Lewis's MJQ, a premier home for
jazz writers, and worked as a secretary at
Impulse!, the producer Creed Taylor's new
jazz label. Guryan's songs got noticed; they
were recorded by Harry Belafonte, Chris
Connor, Anita O'Day and others.

Among the revelations on “Words and
Music" are Guryan's demaos from this peri-
od, 1957 to 1966 — songs that are at once
playful, emotionally potent and strikingly
bold for the time. "Kiss & Tell” instructs a
IG\'eI with coal reason, how to leave his

pouse. "Four Letter “md~" recarded at
lhe height of US. mw]vemcm in Vietnam,
features alexicon of “dirty words” that be-
“wars, kill, guns, hate, hurt, harm,

In 1966, Guryan was living in the West
Village neighborhood of Manhattan, where
David Frishberg, a kindred 5ongmile|,
dropped by with a copy of the Beach Boys'
“Pet Sounds." Wowed by Brian Wilson's
“God Only Know Guw'm began writing
inanew s[\'le for “Take a Picture”

Befitting its cultural moment, that album
is full of lave songs draped in Sgt. Pepper-
ishsplendor: orchestral strings, psychedel-
ic guitar, Dixieland brass, harp, harpsi-
chard, flutes. Guryan's openhearted charm,
along with the songs' melodic indestructi-
bility, kept everything afloat. One high point
is how she weaves the Bach chorale “Jesu,
Jay of Man's Desiring" into the swinging
march of “Someone I Know," a reverie of
hooking upwith a stranger.

Notwithstanding the album's poor sales,
its songs found other outlets in the late
19605 and early '70s, the sneakily sexy
“Sunday Morning” inparticular. It w; mi-
nor it for the group Spanky and Our Gang,
and got traction vi; \emmen Iyrics
France (Marie Laforét
and Israel (Shula Chen's “Bo Habaita").

Guryan kept writing and making new
demos, which sometimes veered topical A
song trilogy inspired by the Watergate
hearings included “The Hum,"its title refer-
ring to the sound of the famous tape era-
sures, with thinly weiled lyrics like “The
A.G.said he'd do anything/To help the Pres-
ident become the King."

The release of Guryan's stripped-down
demos allowed their gemlike structures to
resonate anew, as breathily intimate, per-
fectly imperfect singing grew in popularity
(see Lana Del Rey and Billie Eilish). Even
Guryan'stopical songs felt timely. When Ko-
rkejian first heard “The Hum," which she
would cover, “my jaw dropped,’ she said. “1
couldn't believe how relevant it was"
Guryan's songs continue to connect with
artists, and atribute LP is scheduled for lat-
er this year

Guryan lived tosee herbelated cananiza-
tion, though much of her later life was de-
voted to giving piano lessons, something
she also excelled at. As a teaching tool, she
composed “The Chopsticks Variations" a
virtuoso reimagining of the instructional
standard that shimmers with her trade-
mark wit, emation and invention, The sing-
er-sangwriter-pianist Ben Folds last year
called it “freakish,” "beautiful” and one of
his favarite piano recordings. (It's included
in a deluxe version of the new anthology)

“She loved teaching," said Jonathan Ros-
ner, who recalled L'eglumly coming home
from school to his stepmather in the living
room with a student at her Bliithner grand
piano. “She taught a lot of students. She
couldn't have been happier.”

ALISSA WILKINSON
CRITIC'S NOTEBOOK

He Took
Kid Stuff

Seriously

Jim Henson drive for
exploration comes through
in a new documentary.

I DON'T NEED TO TELL YOU that Jim
Henson's work is ubiquitous and be-
loved, foundational to childhood
across several generations of “Sesa-
me Street” watchers and stretching
far beyond. It's so important to us that
when one of his creations, Elmo,
“asked" an innocuous question about
people's mental state on social media
this winter, the responses seemed .. .
well, it was alot.

Clearly, his puppets and Muppets
and stories and sense of humor dao not
lose their power with time. But to ev-
ervone other than Muppet obses-
sives, Henson the artist is still a bit
5\l1dm\' Good news: Now we have
“lim Henson Idea Man" (on Dis-
ney+), atribute to that artist and a
trove of archival footage and inter-
views about his work and life. Though
it borders on hagiography, it's not
blind to Henson's faults, and it in-
cludes a flair for the unexpected.

The film, directed by Ron Howard,
starts with Henson and two Muppet
friends, Fozzie Bear and Kermit the
Frog— Henson's alter e go— being in-
terviewed on TV by none other than
Orson Welles. In his sonorous bari-
tone, Welles calls Henson “Rasputin,
as an Eagle Scout” The movie sets out
to show what he meant.

A few years ago, Marilyn Agrelo's
documentar treet Gang: How We
Gotto Sesame Street” (for rent on ma-
jor platforms) — also very much
worth watching — filled in some of the
ithdigressions toillustrate the
hilariously violent sense of ab-
surdist humar that Henson brought to
hiz early commercial work

“Jim Henson Idea Man" spends
longer in the same territory, while fo-
cusing on Henson's life (he died in
1990 at 53), his creative collaborations
(including those with his wife, Jane,
and with Frank Oz) and his insatiable
need to keep pushing his boundaries.

There's so much to love here: old,
gut-splitting commercials; behind-

Ron Howard directs
this film about the
mmaginative Muppets
creator, faults and all.

the-scenes footage and stories from
“Sesame Street” and “The Muppet
and explorations of “The
Labyrinth" and *The
But what struck me
especially was that Howard has made
a movie that every young artist
should watch (and Dld”l ones, too),
whether they're |1.nk||1g puppets,
paintings, music, movies or anything
that requires creative labor

That's because the film shows that
Henson's work was rooted in an un-
quenchable drive for exploration. One
interviewee notes that he was lured
into working on “Sesame Street” by
the promise that he could make the
kind of short experimental films he
loved — and suddenly I realized that
my taste for unhinged abstraction in
film had been partly shaped when I
W and plopped in front of PBS.

Brian Henson, Jim and Jane's sar,
notes that both I1|: parents had a “so-
phisticated appreciation of nonsense
and absurdity” which is sometimes
echoed in the best young comedians
and artists whose videos roll across
my social media feeds. There are
voung Hensons all around us, and
their worth can't be measured purely
in clicks and sponsorship deals

The immense delight in “Jim Hen-
son Idea Man' comes with simply
watching funny, obsessed weirdos like
Henson and his friends doing some-
thing nobody else was doing, some-
thing few people do anymare: taking
children's entertainment (and later
adult entertainment) seriously as
craft. I've heard naysayers argue that
it's silly to ask children's movies to be
good, since they're just for kids.
But Henson knew better: Every op-
portunity to make something was a
chance to explore with the audience.
There's a reason, then, that his work
lasts.

A scene from “Jim Henson Idea Man,
which offers ereative lessons heyond
making children's puppets



THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2024

Shakespeare

In and Beyond
The Parks

Sitting in a brick-
ter, you don't get the

show,' he s
plement Hu
e. What used 1o ta The acto
et up can take as much as three changedi
ked out:
had alr

at noon, and

e where an mudience
gathered. Because the

i I
Unit pr xlumm — were llunJ\mE uLaul h'm L:J d"{:p"n lhn show ed
dollies, road boxe: Ill.\l.‘nld"l‘fl‘Jl'\‘ o on how they are interacting with the
d audienc
The show began just after 1 pm.
ullh a proc ound the plaza
ng mudience
g pigeons, a

members,
that

Thenthe
ing and pas

Inany
want to
£ EXPETi-

10 front of house uall\c L in swccn
hirts, mmni\\ 50 an three

Aflm less thanan Imn the set had
airs hung an
a

aAge,
and I pol Iﬂn Shﬂ I| ad I:czm
for Iocations last A
venues with decent acce
site bathroom:
transport) and by preference, large  Thatall the cam, |:.m“lJ bringthe-
Spamish-speaking populations ater to people right where they liv
It would have been easier, of work
h: ged the play atthe  Martinez had I~|:1
J\m'm n hub “But the mt— the show and her
vite what is
i

n public

zhit her husband o
mg danghter,
wha had marched in the T

“The p: 15

|*<~|\mg o llv stree
¢ into the life of th

able to be in o

theater's trappings ; gossamer threa
takinga chair or two: Glendaliris Tor
veady for swordplay ; Sara Ornela




Ci N

THENEW YORK TIMES, WEDNES DAY, JUNE 5, 2024

ind Cultural Gold Away From the Paris Olympics

PARIS — Construction chaos, price hikes and now mandatory QR codes to walk
some city streets: As the Oly
to escape the Games, and come next month, will head toquieter p:

It's likely that some of the 15 million visitors expected to roll into town might

IN PARIS

Pom pidou Center
With its quirky inside-out architecture — a
tangle of colorful tubes running across the
facade — the Pompidou Center has been a
flagship venue for contemporary art since
the 1870s. For a culture break between ath-
letic fe stop by its “Comics on Every
Floor" festival, a wide-ranging, interna-
tional dive into the genre

While the festival offers no fewer than

al exhibitions, the biggest one

by far is "Comics, 1964-2024," which con-
trasts American comics, Asian manga and
European trends. Graphic novels havelong
thrived in France: Franco-Belgian comics
and, more recently, graphic novels are a
huge market, and local stars, including
Hergé, Blutch and Catherine Meur
also getting their own mini-exhibitions at
the Pompidou Center.
Children will be able to samy p\eqllum.e\
ive installation created by
illustratar Marion Fayolle. The Pompudous
wide-ranging per manent callections are a
bonus, and now is a good time to catch they
since the buikdingis settaclose from 2025 to
2030 for extensive renovations.

Time commitment 3 to 4 hours

Location Chitelet, Rambuteau or Hatel de
Ville Metro stations

Cost €17 or €14 far cancessions;
centrepormpidou.fr

Catacombs

‘When the crowds or the summer tempera-
tures become too much, Paris offers a com-
pelling option: going underground. Under-

neath the French capital lie the Paris Cata-
combs, a maze of ancient mining galleries,
someof which wereused in the 18th centu
to create an ossuar

At the time, the city's cemeteries had be-
come S0 G"CI(‘IO\\d(‘d that they posed a
public health threat. The bones of the dead
were piled into the repurposed galleries,
which have been open to visitors for over
twocenturies. Asyou descend the steepspi-
ral staircase, the temperature drops to
about degrees, and the sounds of the
streets fade.

The mile-long route is eerily introspec-
tive, with plaques here and there to guide
you past the remains of six million Pari-
ans. As the Olympics take over the ci
abave ground, the contrast will he ~Im|'p
but beware: Since the stairs are the only
paintof entry, the Catacombs aren't acces:
ble to wheelchair users or people who need
step-free access.

Time commitment 1 hour

Location Denfert-Rochereau station
(Metra and RER)

Cost €29 (with audio guide), €23 for
concessions, €10 for children over 5,
admission for children under 5. Tickets may
be booked online, but only seven d:
advance; catacombes. paris.fr

Louis Vuitton Foundation
It may look like an oversize glass sailboat,
but thiz summer, the Louis Voitton Founda-
tion should be a haven. A quirky highlight of
the Bois de Boulogne, a ;plwmm park on
the western edge of Pal this contempo-
ra
has stayed aw
ed exhibitions th
peers.

It is a pointed choice, because the appeal
of government grants as partof the Cultural
Olympiad led a huge number of Parisian
arts institutions to make sometimes tenu-
ous connections between art and sparts. In-
stead, the Louis Vuitton Foundation — inau-
gurated exactly a decade ago by the LVMH
conglomerate — is staging a retrospective
of the American painter and sculptor
Ellswarth Kelly, who spent some of his for-
mative years in postwar Paris.

Kelly's vivid, abstract investigations of
form andcolor are paired with an exhibition
devoted to Matisse's landmark 1911 waork
“The Red Studio.” The Louis Vuitton Foun-
dation's permanent collection is no slouch
either, spanning Giacometti, Warhol and re-
cent contemporary acquisitions. Linger at
the Bois de Eoldame for astroll m\ough the
woods before hendmgbwck to central Par

rt musenmdesigned by Frank Geh
e fro

staging sports-relat-
rear, unlike some of its

Time commitment 3 hours
Location Bois de Boulo ne and
Les Sahlons Met: ians

Cost €16, €10 for concessions;
fandationlouisvuitton.ir

Madame Arthur Cabaret
Tour

s flock 1o the nearby Moulin Rouge,
but for a more offbeat, modern cabaret ex-
perience, Madame Arthur is ago-toaddress
in Montmartre. Once thefirstdrag venue in
postwar Paris, it reopened in 2015 with a
troupe of singers and musicians that soon
became the talk of the town.

There are no lip syncs here: Allnumbers
are sung live, and Madame Arthur has Ul"
quirky habit of translating classic Er
ge songs into French. In admnan to
\hdolum ar Enme" Spears en

at I ushed French drag toward its re-

ccm renaissance

Throughout the summer, Madame Ar-
thur will open its doors Thursdays to Satur-
days, with an 10,30 p.m. show on the main
stage. You can then tum the venue into vour
own stage when it transforms into a night-
club.
Time commitment An evening (with the
option ta stay well into the night)
Location Pigalle Metro station
Cost €£30; madamearthur.fr

mpics loomin Paris,

ny loc:

By LAURA CAPPELLE

e already looking
of France,

The Pompidou Center, designed by Renzo Piano and Richard Rogers, is known for ts collection of contemporary art.

IE

Diamanda Callas performing in drag at the
Madame Arthur eabaret in Montmartre
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Amiens, Emmanuel Macron's hometown, is about an hour north of Paris in

Picardy. Its Gothic cathedral is on UNESCO's World Heritage list.

OUTSIDE PARIS

The Franco-American Museum

at the Castle of Blérancourt

If all vou want, after rubbing shoulders with
millions of visitors during the Olympics, is
tohaole up in a quiet part of the countryside,
Blérancourtis definitely offthe beaten path.
Asmall town northeast of Paris, it i
the Picardy region,

frontline ran, and which experienced ha
rowing destruction.

The Franco-American Museum of
Blérancourt was established in the after-
mathto commemaorate American contribu-
tians to the war effort and the rebuilding of
the region. The local castle was renovated
tothat end by the philanthropist Anne Mor-
gan, the daughter of the banker 1P Mor gan.
The resulting museum is a fascinating trib-

The Catacombs, a maze of ancient mining galleries, house the remains of millions
of Parisians. And for 1 summertime bonus, the {emperature is a steady 57 degrees.

Riding horseback at sunset on the beach in
Deauville, a resort ahout two hours from Paris.

ute to Franco-Amerit 1I1{‘X<.‘|lm12{“0\"l the

changes between the [wo countries
Hostellerie Le Griffon, right by
trance to the museum, will have you cov-

for a truly peaceful break, head to the
nearby C au du Montde Guny —a small
castle overlooking FAS T
cently converted into
From there, other historica
accessible, llltlll{\IIlE the Chateau de Pier |e-
fonds and the ruinsof the medieval Chateau
de Coucy.

Time commitment: 2
Travel Renta car(2 hoursfrom Parig
Cost €6-8 for the Franco-American
Museum; musesfrancoamericain.fr

also want a break from the cheering crowds. Luckily, the greater Paris area and
nearby regions offer plenty of opportuniti
French culture. Whether y
SOIME SUEZESHONS,

to slow down and take in some
u'relocking toescape for anhour or for aday, here are

Provins

A number of small towns with impressive
s

histories are easy to reach by train from
Paris. With its medieval city center, Provins
is a favorite getaway. It a prominent
town for merchant fairs in the 11th and 12th
centuries, when it was owned by the Counts
of Champagne, and much of the architec-
ture from that period has been preser
ing Provins a UNESCO World Heri

Eobblnﬂ pathways, fortifications and a
dungeon are all w ithin walking distance of
the n station, and the city's ramparts —
nearly a mile long, with 22 towers dotted
along the w: \ i
after work w ompleted in 2022,

Aday is enough to visit all the towr
attractions, including the monumental Ce-
, the Tithe Barn and an 11th-cen-
This sumn Provins is malk-
wst of its status as an Open-;
throwhack to the Middle Ages, with daily

lows centered on falconry and medieva
jousts,

Time commitment 1day

Travel Subuthan train P from Gare ds I'Est
station {around 1 hour and 20 minvite:
Cost €10round trip, plus €17 for Pass
Pravins, which provides ac to the main
medieval sites; provins.net

Domain of Chamarande

There are plenty of castles near Paris, but
the Domain of Chamarande, south of the
city, has a couple of trum rd
udon'twant trent acar, it's easily acces-
ble from the city via the suburban train
ystem. Second, it combines sprawling,
peaceful grounds with year-round contem-
porary art exhibitions

While the ITth-century castle itsell is
closed for maintenance, thereisplentytodo
outdoors. Bikes and boats are available for
rent to tour the estate, where artwor
woven into the landscape. In 2001, C
rande became host to a contemporal
center run by local authorities, and pieces
from its permanent collection are dotted
around the estate, like an oversize ladder
ITmlippe Ramette that leans against the c:
tle.

This sumum

emporary exhibitions also
include an installation by Laurie Charles
centered on the female body, and open-air
immersive works inspired by the moving
bady — an artsy nod to the Olympics

Time commitment Aday

Travel RER C from central Pasis (around
ane hour)

Cost €10-15 round trip;
chamarande.essomne.fr

Deauville and Honfleur
The coastline of Normandy is only two
hours away from Paris by train, and someof
its best-known towns offer contr
mospheres for a weekend away. St
Deauville, a ritzy destination thati homelo
ahistori no, horse races and his
I Hng card, though, is free:
over amile of wide, sandy beach, accessible
directly from the city center. Its boardwalk

with the names of international actors and
directors who have attended the annual
Festival

e the 25-minute drive
up the coast ta Honnoul a peaceful harbor
town with a rich artistic history. Befare the
oldportand its pastel-colored half-timbered
houses became an In: am dream, they
inspired multiple painters: Turner painted
watercolors there in 1832, followed by
French artists including Claude Monet and
his mentor Eugéne Boudin, a precursor to
Impressionism who has his own museum in
Honfleur. The city's narow medieval
streets are a joy to wander, from the many
galleries to Saint Catherine’s Church, adis-
tinctive wooden church that is the largest in
France.

Time commitment 2013 days

Travel Tluln to Deauville (2 hours 10
minutes), then bus, taxi or carto Hoﬂlenr
Cost Round trip to Deawville from around
€35 (book ahead)

Amiens

The Picar egion, north of Paris, general-
ly flies under the radar compared with
nearby Normandy — which makes it an ap-
pealing destination if you'd like to avoeid the
biggest tourist crowds. The region's capital,
Amiens, is an underrated gem an hour from
the capital. Its towering Gathic cathedral is
on UNESCO's World Heritage list, and a
couple of lovely museums are a short strall
away, including the former house of the
19th-century novelist Jules Verne.

Amiens is home to a more unusual attrac-
tian, too: 300 hectares of water s
right in the center of town. The city sits over
the Somme river, and a delightful network
of canals, ponds and market gardens devel-
oped there over centuries, known as Les
Hortillonnages. Much of it is now ornamen-
tal, but the fruits and vegetables that are
cultivated there are sold al the local market
on Saturdays.

Every sum
ternational Gar

1, Amiens also hosts an In-
&n Festival all around the
Hortillonnages, with 50 or so installations
designed by gardeners, artists and archi-
tects expected this year The area can be
toured by foot, electric boat or even a row-
ing boat, if you're in the mood for an adven-
ture.

Time commitment 1day

Travel Regional trains to Amiens (1 hour

and 10 minutes) from Paris Gare du Nord
Cost €46 round trip; Visit-amiens.com
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Butter is the key to perfectly
cooked steak. &y £ric k1M

2 SIMPLE DOES IT

Fresh summer produce leads
the way. By pavip TaNIS
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left, and Ariana Madix
serving guests at their
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With a Side of “Vanderpump, Please

A new sandwich shop from the reality TV franchise draws a crowd hungry for a dash of celebrity.
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For Wineries, a Feel-Good Status Symbol

B Corp certificates
have become notable
markers for producers
that place values front
and center.

GRAPE GROWERS AND wine prod
long sought certifications
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Summer Party Spread Becomes Special

Time for a fresh spinon a
salad, a burger and a crumble.

DAVID TANIS

salt, lime juice and olive oil, and finished
with lots of basil, mint and crumbly creamy
feta. It's extremely refreshing and takes no
time to make. Adding strips of squash blos-

er: Youjust knead hot pepper, spices, garlic
and dlive oil into a pound of ground lamb.
Press the mixture into small patties asthin
as possible and grill them quickly over hot

when produce is in great abundance. A

crumble is both simple and delicious.
Truth be told, for this menu, I had my

mind set on apricot until there were none at

SUMMER COOKING should be abrecze, more  som for a colorful garnish is nice, as are  coals for three minutes per side, or pan-fy the market. So I pivoted to ripe mangoes. [
pleasure than chare. So keep it simple. Have  otheredible blossoms likenasturtivmor ca-  them with olive oil in ahot cast-iron skilletif  had never before ventured into cooked
a simple salad, something for the grill, a  lendula youprefer. (The patties will be cooked me-  mango territory, though I know others
homey fruit dessert. If you can find some- The farmers' market is where you'll find ~ dium but remain j have. My only (happy) experiences had
ane to help with the preparation, so much  the best-tasting choices for summer Tap the burgers with a dollop of the gar-  been with rawripe mangoand greenmango
the better. squash. 1 prefer not-too-small, not-too-big  licky tahinisauce youhave juststirredup. I salad. I'm thrilled to report that indeed
This menu, relying on fresh summer  Specimens,shiny, smooth and unblemished.  like toadd sliced tomato and avocado, amda  mango makes an excellent crumble, with or
produce, is easy to accomplish and vieldsa  They're worth seeking out few strips of roasted pepper. They're heav- without a handful of berries thrown in.
refreshingly light, flavorful meal. For a casual hot-weather main, whether  enly served in toasted pitas but are just at But if you can't manage baking a crunr
Foranutterly summery first course, con-  lunch or dinner, 1like these spicy lambbur-  home on a bun. ble, rest assured that a plate of sliced juicy
sider this shaved zucchini salad. The ideais  gerswith tahini sauce, inspired by the east- When it comes to dessert, I'm of the per-  mango is a perfect summer dessert, too.
very thinly sliced, very fresh zucchini or  ern Mediterranean. suasion that fruity desserts are the way to
other summer squash, lightly dressed with Thelambbase is notrouble to put togeth-  go all year round but especially in summer,

Tomato slices
Avocado slices
Roasted red peppers, jarred or fresh

% teaspoon ground cayenne
2 large garlic cloves, finely grated
1 semano chile, finely chopped
Extravirgin olive oil

4. Meanwhile, make the tahini sauce: Put
lemon zest and juicein a medium howl. Add
salt, garkic and tahini, and stir to dissolve
Whisk in yogurt, and stir in scallions and dill.

SPICY LAME BURGERS WITH TAHINI

1. Make the burgers: Place the ground lamb on
2 rimmed baking sheet or in alage howl. Add
cilantro, paprika, cumin, salt, coriander, fennel,
aregang, cinnamon, cayenne, garlic and

5. Cook the burgers: Heat a wide castiron pan
aver medium-high. Add 2 tablespoons olive oil
tablespoons juice (from 1 lemon} to the pan, When oil is wawy, cook 4 patties at a
teaspoon kosher salt such as Diamond time, in batches, to keep from crowding the
Crystal) SETan.. pan, for about 1% to 2 minutes per side, until
or 2 garlic cloves, finely grated 2. Knead mixture until the spices are well fightly browned, The thin patties will be cook
tablespoons tahini incorporated, Wrap the meatand refigeratefor  medium butwill remain juicy. (Atematively,
cup plain yogurt (full-fat or fovwe-fat) an hour ar up to 48 hours cook over a hotgrill for 3 minutes on each
cup thinly sliced green scallion tops side )

tablespoons roughly chopped dill

For the tahini sauce:
2 feaspoons lemon zestplus 3

For the burgers:

pound ground lamh

% cup roughly chopped cilantro, plus
sprigs for assembly
tablespoons sweet paprika
tablespoons ground cumin
teaspoons kosher salt (such as
Diamond Crystal)

teaspoon ground coriander
teaspoon ground fennel
teaspoon dried oregana
teaspoon ground dnnamon

-

N

[FN

3. With wet hards, form into8 (2-ounce) balls
then flstten balls intothin patties. Refrigerate 6. To serve, tuck each patty into a pitawith a
until ready ta cook. (Patties can be refrigerated  spoonful of tahini sauce, tomato, avocado,
for up to 3 days or frazen for up to amonth.) cilantro and roasted red peppen

M OE e e

e

For assembly:
Small pitas, toasted

e

ZUCCHINISALAD WITH
BASIL, MINT AND FETA

MANGO CRUMBLE

RUmGS

For the topping:
% cup,/96 grams all-purpose flour
% cup/110 grams light brown sugar
%4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
% feaspoon ground cardamom
% cup/65 grams salted butter, metted

4 small zucchini or other summer squash
{about 1% pounds)

teaspoon lime zest plus 2 tablespoons.
lime juice (from 1 lime}

-

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
Salt and black pepper
. For the filling:

* cup torn or whole mint leaves ) i
% cup torn or whole basil leaves 4 cupsmango, peeled, pitted and cutinto

1-inch pieces (ahout 4 to 6 mangoes)

Afew squash blossoms, torn in strips
cup/100 grams granulated sugar

(optional)

Sumac, for sprinkling (optional) 1 :::espwn;omsta_r(h
2 ounces mild feta, cumbled 1 tablespoon lemon juice
% feaspoon ground cardamom
1. Wash and trim zucchini. With  sham knife ¥ teaspoon ground ginger
% feaspoon ground cinnamon

or mandoline, cut crosswise into very thin
rounds. Wrap siices with a damp towe! until
ready touse, up o several hours ahead in the
refrigerator

1. Heat oven 1o 350 degrees. Make the
topping: Put flour, brown sugar, cinnamon and
cardsmon in a medium bowl. Stir in butter and
mix together with a fork, leaving mixture
crumbly.

2.1n 2 small bow, stir together lime zest, juice
and olive oil. S2ason with salt and pepper to
fete 2. Make the filling: Toss together mango,
granulated sugar, cornstarch, leman juice,
cardamam, ginger and cinnamon; transfer to a
9.inch pie pan or a similsr baking dish.

3. Place squash slices in ashallow salad bowl
and season lightly with salt and pepper. Add
dressing and, using your fingers, coatal dlices
well. Add mint and hasil, and the squash
blossoms, if using. Toss everything together.

3. Sprinkle topping over mango mixture. Bake
until bubbling and ricely browned, 35 to 40
4, Sprinkle with a pinch of sumac, i using, and R

top with crumbled fata.
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WHERE TO EAT | NIKITA RICHARDSON

Now Might Be the Best Time
For Enjoying Food Outside

There are many options for
alfresco dining: on rooftops, on
patios or along a sidewalk.

WEARE SO BACK. No matter how long I live
here, 1 will never get over the awesome
power of late May and early June in New
York City. The temperatures are consis-
tently warm, but not too hot. There's rain,
but not too much. And the worst of the
palken has passed,

And youknow what that means: Out!
Door! Dining! With the proliferation of
sidewalk and two and a half parking spots
dining, we're living in boom times for
eating outside, but I'm still partialtoa
backyard, patio or nice rooftop. Here are a
few that I've enjoved recently

Rooftop Lounging

I've been driving up 11th Street in Queens
alot lately, so I don't know how [ missed
the new location of the Greats of Craft, a
craft beer bar in Long Island City. Over
the not-long-enough weekend 1 dropped
by with a friend to enjoy a few drinks on
the surprisingly large rooftop, where
wou'll find about a dozen large tables for
groups, a comer bar with wraparound
seating and plenty of shade.

The food is your typical bar fare —
pizza, Buffalo wings, grilled cheese — but
the surprise hit for me was the pretzel, a
pleasingly soft, chewy creation that 1
could smell from half a block away.

Drink In the Skyline

Speaking of rooftops, I also paid a visit to
Broken Shaker at the Freehand hotel,
which arrived in a flurry of pink flamingos
and palm fronds back in 2018. The layout
— open-air patio and alounge-y interior —
and the perfect view of the Chrysler Build-
ing are nice enough. But the food is also
good (always a gamble when it comes to
rooftop bars in Manhattan, sorry), particu-
larly the addictively crispy tortilla chips
with saucy tuna ceviche and the hearty
barbacoa taces. Reservations are highly
recommended

Backyard Wine Bars

Then there's Frog in Bedford-Stuyvesant,
another of the recent string of party-cen-
tric wine bars (see also: Sauced, Cherry
on Top) I'll admit that as a crotchety
resident of eight years, T was weary of
Frog at first: It was alittle too hip and
rowdy for a neighborhood that tends to be
blessedly low-key.

But it won me over with a consistent
string of excellent food pop-ups, including
Kreung Cambodia, Schmackwich, Birria
La Flor and appearances from chefs like
Mina Stone and the artist-turned-soup-
entrepreneur Russell Markus, all to be
enjoyed in alarge, shady backyard. (Be
wamed: Smoking is allowed.) In early
May, Frog expanded its sticky reach to the
building next door, opening Tadpale, a live
music venue, and doubled the size of its
backyard. That said, if vou'd prefer a
“blessedly low-key" wine bar experience,
I'm also fond of Dear Friend Books on
Tompkins Avenue, which has a lovely
backyard patio but not much in the way of
food.

to get Nikita Richardsom's restaurant
v Tuesday:

o dations in your inbox ev:
mytimes com/where-to-sat

From top: Broken Shaker atthe
Freehand New York hotelin Manhattan;
Frog in Brooklyn; and pizza from

Lucille's Coffee and Codktails in Harlem

Intimate Snacking

If you're looking for a little taste of the
outdoors that's on the more intimate side
(i.e. ameet-up spot for your summer
fling), I highly recommend Lucille's Coffee
and Cocktails in north Harlem. The interi-
or has those airy and bright French win-
dows that come in handy when you want
to take in the outdoors but not the beating
of the sun, as well as a cute little patio
worth snagging if you plan on snogging.
There's also excellent pizza that you can
arder in pie form, but, for crust obsessives
like myself, I recommend the super crispy
square pies served on quarter sheet pans
(The Arthur Ave with sausage and pep-
pers goes particularly hard.) Then take a
walk through nearby Jackie Robinson
Park, because how else do you take advan-
tage of this beautiful weather we're hav-
ing?

S FFEE AMD COCKTALLS

The Greats of Craft, 10-15.43nd Muenus
(11th Street)

Broken Shaker at Freehand New York,
23 Lesington Averss (Ezst 24th Stres)
Frog, 358 \
(Jefierson Averue)

Dear Friend Books, 3434 Tompkins Avenus
(Monros Street)

Lucille’s Coffee and Cocktails, 26 Mace
Place (West 150th St

rvey Boule

OFF THE MENU | FLORENCE FABRICANT

ass,

The chef Sam Mason is cooking tavern fare at the Bedford Post,

OPENING

@ BEDFORD POST
TAVERN

When post roads were harse
and buggy interstates, the
Bedford Post Inn, dating from
1762, was arest stop. Its
restaurant is now reopening
after renovations with the
chef Sam Mason turning out
tavern fare like oysters and
grilled chicken, not just his
usual pastries. Like the rest of
the inn, Sunday Hospitality,
which also runs El Quijote
and Cafe Chelsea in Manhat-
tan, is managing it in parter-
ship with the actor Richard
Gere, an owner. Bedford Post
Barn, a casual spot on the
property for all-day fare and
baked goods from Breads-
Nbakes nearby, is opening
soon. (Opens Wednesday)

t Inn, 924 Oid Post

d, MY, 814.203-

@ NOMAD TEA PARLOUR

ACantonese-born chef Ai
Shin W, is cooking, with
input from Mandy Zhang, an
owner here. The menu in-
cludes dim sum and reconfig-
ured Chinese American spe-
cialties like Coca-Cala chicken
wings and plum sauce roast
duck. There's a list of teas,
and the cocktail menu offers
Hong Kong milk tea and a
tychee martini. The décor in
the twolevel space has
striped awnings and signage
suggesting a Hong Kong
street. (Friday)

244 Fifth Averue (28th
212-320-8311; nomax

£om

@ CASASALVO

Amsterdam Avenue is not
Palermo's Via Roma, but in
his grissini of a storefront, the
genial Sicilian-born chef Salvo
Lo Castro is doing his best. He
produces espresso-hased
coffees (all $2.50) and Ameri-
canos hot or cold; cappuccing
with pistachio cream is a
signature. Italian products
line shelves. If you've never
tried ultra~creamy peanut
butter seasoned with Trapani
salt, now is your chance. Mr.
Lo Castro also offers a ca-
tering menu and sells pre-
pared pastas and salads to go.
MNext month he will open
another cafe at 66th Street
and Madison Avenue.

473 Averue [83rd
Street), 917-601-7075;
casasaivonyc.com

® VESELKA

The venerable Ukrainian East
Village restaurant has opened
an outpast in Brooklyn. Along
with its usual specialties,
there are new pierogies,
called pastrogis, filled with
Katz's Delicatessen pastrami
(Wednesday)

646 Lonmer Street (Maeker
Avere}, Williamsburg, Brookiyn,
917-781-4829, veselka.com.

@ CONTINENT
BROOKLYN

Brooklyn inspiration that
touches on the Caribhean,
Africa and Asia informs the
food at this new restaurant,
on the Hotel Indigo's garden
level. The chef, Scotley Innis,
is known for Continent
Restaurant and Cigar Lounge
in Atlanta.

Hotel Indigo Wi
opoiitan A

Ave e}, burg, Brookyn,
020.565-0501; hotelindigo.cam

@ BONITO 47

This high-end option for ko-
sher dining in the theater
district includes touches like
gnocchi with duck confit and
crisp Moroccan cigar pastries
filled with shart rib on its
menu of steaks and fish. 1t
also serves nigiri and sushi

rolls and offers a l0-course
steak omakase for $250 per
person. This all happens inan
elegantly attired 7,000-square-
foot space. (Wednesday)

114 West 47th Street. 3135306
8522, benitanye.cor

® CAFE MAUD AND THE
RHYMERS CLUB

Tucked behind an all-day cafe
with a brick pizza oven is this
speakeasy red by the
Rhymers Club, a London
poets’ group founded in 1890
by William Butler Yeats and
Ernest Rhys for dining, drink-
ishing poetry. The
Mew York version is not into
publishing but serves Irish
drinks in honor of Yeats, and
small bites. (Friday)

5 Pl
. 212-218-3020.

® GLACE TRUCK
Amimosa-yellow Citroén
truck from the 1940z is now
parked on Rockefeller Plaza
dispensing soft-serve confec-
tions by Glace, the gluten-free
Upper East Side ice cream
shap that drew long lines for
its Instagramable hot choco-
late this winter. Here the hot
chocolate will be frozen. Soft-
serve in arotation of flavors is
also on tap.

30 Rockefelier Plaza (West 49th
Strest), glaceny com.

® BEER RUN

This third outlet for craft
beers, to go or ontap at the
‘bar, has opened on the Upper
West Side. Natural wines and

547 Colum Avenue (86th
Street), 646-682-9411, beemun
nye.

@ EATALY FLATIRON
Renovations have giventhe
Italian market an expanded
coffee station with more seat-
ing; a redesigned seafood
restaurant, Pesce; and a more
spacious display for pastries
and gelati

200 Fifth Avenue (2 eet)
212-2720-2560, eataly.com.

LOOKING AHEAD

@ FRENCH PASTRY
WORKSHOPS

The French Institute Alliance
Francaiseis offering hands-on
classes, through Aug. 2, in the
art of the croissant, the mac-
aron and more at Pistache, a
Brooklyn pastry-maker and
cooking school. There are
eight sessions, each for six
students, $150, and some are
inFrench

30 Flushing Averie
Auenus), South

Williz . Brockiyn, $150,
fiaf.org/dlass/ny-french pistache.

CHEFS ON THE
MCOVE

® GREGORY GOURDET
This chef from Queens has
been named culinary director
of the new Printemps, to open
at One Wall Street next
spring, the first American
branch of the venerable Pari-
sian department store that's
betting on the vitality of the
financial district. Mr. Gourdet,
48, a graduate of the Culinary
Institute of America, worked
at several of Jean-Georges
‘Vongerichten's restaurants
and eventually opened Kann,
‘his award-winning restaurant
in Portland, Ore., which draws
on his Haitian heritage, Print-
emps, founded in 1865, will
have five restaurants, from an
all-day fine dining flagship to
casual spots, that will be
managed by Saga Hospitality
Group, known far the restau-
rants Crown Shy and Saga.
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For Wineries, a Feel-Good Status Symbo

CONTINUED FROM PAGE DI
cial values along with their environmental
and agricultural practices, a growing num-
ber of wine producershave sought certifica-
tion demonstrating their commitment to
what many call social sustainability.

These certifications can come from local
wine-oriented organizations, like Napa
Green in California, LIVE in the Pacific
Northwest, Equalitas in Italy and Haute
WValeur Environnementale in France. The
Regenerative Organic certification has aso-
cial fairness requirement in addition to its
agricultural standards. And more and more
wineries are seeking B Corp certification
from B Lab, which promotes the notion that
companies benefit by working for both prof-
its and the social good

Roughly 100 wineries worldwide have B
Corp certification. They include significant
names like Spottswoode in Napa Valley;
Felton Road in New Zealand; Bollinger and
Charles Heidsieck in Champagne; Sokol
Blosser, Stoller, Soter and Chehalem in Ore-
gon; Rathfinny and Ridgeview in England:
Avignonesi in Tuscany, Italy; and Benjamin
Bridge in Nova Scatia

Among the most recent to receive certifi-
cation is Domaines Barons de Rothschild,
the parent company of Chiteau Lafite Roth-
schild and other estates in Bordeaux,
Chablis and Languedoc, in France, and
Chile, Argentina and China.

Why would a company as prestigious, as
aristocratic, as Lafite Rothschild seek B
Carp status?

“When nature is the core of the product
wou produce, you have to have extremely
strong convictions," said Saskia de Roth-
schild, who succeeded her father, Eric de
Rothschild, as chairman of the domaines in
2018 and chief executive of Lafite in 2021
“How can we put that at the core of what we
are doing? B Corp seemed the most com-
plete and exhaustive commitment to our
environmental and social goals. We did it
for all of our estates.”

Working in Bordeaux, particularly at a
historic, celebrated place like Lafite Roth-
schild, she said, could be socially “very
strange."

“How can wekeep to our philosophy, and
make people feel part of a family of estates
but make it professional rather than pater-
nalistic? " she said. “Our business depends
on balance —in the wines, in our company,
innatwre”

ACHIEVING B CORP status is noeas ything. It
requires acomprehensive analysis ofhowa
company does business, with different
standards for different industries. Wine
producers are assessed for how they man-
age water and waste, for how harmonious
their agricultural practices are with their
particular environment, whether they pro-
mote biodiversity and how they manage
their workforces,

That means analyzing the gender and ra-
cial divel of a company's employees as
weell as its income diversity. The average
pay ratio of chief executive-to-warker
among S&P 500 companies was 272 to 1 in
2022, according to the A.EL-CLO. Among
B Corp companies, B Lab says, it's 6 to L.
Companies are also asked about their ca-
reer-development programs, and how their
organization relates to their local communi-
ties

“We set standards, and companies must
meet minimum  thresholds” said Sarah
Schwimmer, interim corlead executive of B

b, which began certifying companies in
2007. “They complete the assessment. We
have analysts who verify. They ask for doc-
umentation and they may do site visits,
You've got to really want it

Companies are given points ineach area,
and must achieve a minimum of 80 points to
be awarded B Corp status. But that's only
thebeginning. B Lab points out where com-
panies can improve, and recommends steps
toward making those changes. And compa-

nies are regularly reassessed.

“Itreally is like goingto vour doctor,” said
Alex Soknl Blosser, the second-generation
presidentof Sokol Blosser in the Willamette
Valley. “Your doctor says, ‘'Youneed toexer-

i re, and here are your options. B
You need to think about your
team and your community in how you run
your business, and here's how you can do
that. "

Sokol Blosser has been a B Corp since
2015. Mr. Sokol Blosser says it was a deci-
sion that followed the values instilled in him
by his parents, Susan Sokol and Bill Blosser
who founded the winery in 1971

“It resonated with my mom," he said.
“She's a firm heliever in the triple bottom
line," the sustainability measure that looks
atthree areas: people, planet and profitabil-
ity. “It's on every one of our labels. We're
proud of it."

For Beth Novak, chief executive of
Spottswoode in Napa Valley, B Corp status
has heen eve-opening.

“The process itself is amazing " she said.
“You learn alot. Allsorts of things arise as

EMAIL asimov@nytimes com
cimov on X: (@ EricAs

And follow
o

Top, Saskia de
Rothschild, center, chief
executive of Domaines
Barons de Rothsehild,
with Erie Kohler, left,
technical director of
Chiteau Lafite
Rothschild, and Olivier
Bonneau, its wine
operations manager
Center, from left: Beth
Novak, chief executive of
Spottswoode in Napa
Valley: Rainer Seitz, a
management professor at
Linfiekd University in
Oregon. Above left, Ms.
Rothschild, who said,
“Our business depends
an balance — in the
wines, in our compay, in
nature” Above right, Alex
Sokol Blosser, president
of Sokol Blosser in
Oregon, with Gus.

you're answering questions, and, 'Oh, Thad-
n't thought of that’ We 've adopted many of
them.”

She said the only drawback was that not
enough people know about B Corp or whatit
stands for;

“We think there's a way to operate that's
important,” she said. “Our whale ethic is
around the natural environment and taking
care of our people. The whole Milton Fried-
man thing about maximizing sharehalder
wvalue has not Jed us to a good place at &l in
terms of natural environment and work-
place.

INEVITABLY, WHENCOMPANIES pramote val-
ues thatat one time might have seemed ide-
alistic but have now become lightning rod
paolitical issues — like diversity, equity and
inclusivity, antiracism, social justice and
taking care of one's environment and
ecosystem — some sort of resistance might
be expected.

Rainer Seitz, an associate professor of
management at Linfield University in
McMinnville, Ore., pointedto two recentex-
amples, Target and Bud Light, which have
both dialed back vocal support for Pride
Month after conservative hacklash to their

positions on L.GB.T.Q. issues,

“Companies have to ask themselves
whether their stance is counterproductive,”
D Seitz sald. "Is it central to who we are
andtoour values? What isthe potentialcost
of doing this? Or notdoing this? Itis a brave

One consideration: How
do companies treat their
workers?

stance to seek out and take on standards.
It's not for everyone."

The bottom line, he said, is whether it
makes good business sense. Apparently, it
often does,

“Organizational justice —
ple well and fairly at work
things happen," Dr. Seitz said. “There's less
turnover and higher productivity”

For Napa Green, which has 90 certified
wineries and 37 certified growers in Napa
Valley, a commitment fo racial and social
justice is acore value, along with agricultur-
al and workplace sustainability, said Anna
Brittain, its executive director,

But promating diversity is different from

youtreat peo-

creating diversity. Leadership in wine re-
mains overwhelmin gly white and male. Yet
DMs. Brittain believes wine has a crucial role
to play in demonstrating that change can
come.

“We're at the peak of the agricultural pyr-
amid, so the leadership we show has much
bigger reverberations,’ she said

Akilah Cadet, an organizational and man-
agement consultant and author of “White
Supremacy Is All Around)” works with Di-
versity in Wine Leadership Forum, which
supports initiatives to transform the wine
industry. She applauds the accountability
that certification requires but warns that,
depending on the regulatory body, these
certifications can often be performative.
She rues the decline in DE.L efforts that
hascome, she said, as people in charge want
to feel comfortable again.

“Being comfortable typically excludes
women, BIPOC, LGB.T.Q and disabled
communities not anly as cansumers but as
experts or contributors to the wine indus-
try," Dr. Cadet said. "It is time the wine in-
dustry moves away from fads and trends
and realizes the future of wine is just as di-
verse as the grapes."

Baoth Ms. Brittain of Napa Green and Ms.
Schwimmer of B Corp assert that social sus-
tainability not only makes companies work
more cohesively, it appeals to the public,
particularly to younger consumers, with
whom the wine world is struggling tobroad-
en its appeal.

“Tt seems like a no-brainer;” Ms. Brittain
said. “Studies all show consumers want to
support values-driven industries”

B Corp's own studies show that most con-
sumers agree that environmental and sa-
cial certifications make adifference in their
decisions. Charlotte Levitt, a B Corp repre-
sentative, pointed to areport from Edelman
Trust Barometer, a poll of 36000 peoaple,
which concluded, “Societal leadership is
now acore function of business”

For Ms. Rothschild, it's just good busi-
ness.

“Wine can be excluding and pretentious,”
she said. “The wine industry is super tradi-
tional. It's opening the doors to different
kinds of people.”
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Guess Which Names
Are Trademarked

[Jves

Know Your Brands? Take the Quiz.

Not every clever food name
can win protected status.

By KIM SEVERSON

Americais saturated with food trademarks,
The Cronut? Trademarked. Pop-Tarts?
Trademarked. Even grapes that taste like
«cotton candy, and the mash-up of gai lanand
broceoli called Broceolini are legally pro-
tected.

Yet the celebrity chef David Chang was
widely criticized this spring for pressuring
small manu facturers to stop using the term

ALEXE Y SHERSTIEV/ALAME

0, MERRIM CFd CRAWFOIREY ALAMY

5. Idaho potatoes

1m0

“chile crunch." His business hold s the trade-
mark for the spicy condiment, but many
people wondered: How can a name com-
mon to so many cuisines be owned by one
company?

The answers to that guestion and many
more lie in the byzantine deliberations of
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, in Al-
exandria, Va. It has registered more than
200,000 food and agricultural trademarks,
which means that the name or product —
the brand, essentially — is unique enough
that noone else is allowed touseitfar a sinv
ilar item. (Recipes can't be trademarked,

but some can beruled trade secrets like the
formulafor Dr Pepperor KFC's 11 herbs and
spices.)

The process of deciding what merits a
trademark can be downright Talmudic,
starting with the hierarchy of trademark
types. The easiest to secure and protect are
the completely made-up words that the of-
fice calls “fanciful,' like Haagen-Dazs. Next
are “arbitrary” names — real words that
have nothing to do with the products they
identify, like Apple for computers. Harder-
to-trademark categories include "sugges-
tive" names, which contain a hint of what

the product is, like SweeTarts, and plainly
“descriptive” ones, like All-Bran.

There are precise legal requirements to
meet, but also room for subjective interpre-
tation. Public perception isthe barometer. If
aname seems confusing, misleading or too
comman, it wan't get a trademark. "Our job
is to figure out what the American con-
sumer is thinking" said Amy Cotton, the
deputy commissioner for trademark exami-
nation

Asa consumer, how good are you at gaug-
ing what deserves atrademark?

3. Cereal milk
[ wo Oyes Owo

6. In-N-Out's Double

Double burger
YES [ NO

ICARSTEN MDA FOR THE NEW TORK TIMES

1. Gruyére
JYES [Ino

W IIRE TIHES TONY CENICCE A/ THE NER' TIRK THES

4. Confetti cake
“Jves [wo

PRI CHIGVALAT MCHELLELEEGETTY IAGES
7. Honeycrisp apples
JYES [ N0

8. Moskovskaya vodka
[ves

MACHELLE ATV ALAY
9. Everything-bagel cashews
[se Oyes Ono

TETRARMAES ETTYWES

10. Cinnanaan

YEs [Ino

Answers

1.N0 The patent office decided two
decades ago that Gruyére, the name
given a cheese first produced inthe
Swiss district of La Gruyére in 1115, was
commaon encugh that it could be used to
describe that type of cheese regardless
of where it was made. Cheese malkers in
France and Switzerland challenged the
decision, but a federal appeals court
ruled that American consumers already
knew Gruyére as a style more thanas a
specific, regional specialty. (Parmesan
makers enjoy similar freedom inthe
United States, but Parmigiano-Reggiano
can be used only for cheese from the
Emilia-Romagna region of Italy )

2.¥ES Both the small, peelable man-
darins and a tofu-based frozen treat
share the word Cuties in their trade-
marks Atrademark request will be
denied if the name might confuse shop-
pers, but the trademark office deter-
mined that consumers were not likely to
confuse this staple fruit of school
lunches with Tofutti Cuties, a type of ice
cream sandwich that had already heen
trademarked. It's the same principle
that allows Dove soap and Dove choco-
late to share a name.

3.¥ES Although Christina Tosi, the
founder of the Milk Bar dessert chain,
wrasn't the first person to discover that
milk lavored with breakfast cereal was
delicions. she was among the first to
turnit into commercial products like
sofi-serve ice cream. Her cereal milk
panna cotta debuted on the menu at
Momofulu in New York City in 2006,
and three years later she was granted
the trademark for the term Cereal Milk
for use with frozen confections. Descrip-
tive names like that are harder to trade-
mark, but Ms. Tosi claimed the name
early on, which gave her a legup. In
2020, she expanded the trademark to
include her cookies, coffee drinks and
powder mixes.

4.No Although it became a signature
confection at Milk Bar, this sprinkle-
saturated style of cake is made in too
many other kitchens, both private and
commercial, to qualify as a distinctive
name. {The trademark for Funfetti is
owned by Hometown Food Company,
which sells cake mixes.)

5.¥ES You can grow arusset potato that
looks and maybe even tastes like an
Idaho potato, but unless you grow it in
Idaho and have permission from the
Idaho Potato Commission, you can't sell
it as an Idaho potato. The commission,
which began in 1937 as an advertising
agency for Idaho produce, made a case
that the soil and genetics of the Idaho
russet were so distinctive that they
deserved special protection. Itowns a
number of potato-related marks aimed
at protecting the quality and agricultural
characteristics of its russets, including
the Grown in Idaho seal. The commis-
sion guards the name as fiercely as the
sweet onion growers in Georgia protect
the term Vidalia, which can be used to
market only onions grown with specific
seeds in a 20-county regionin the state.

6.YES The California burger chain's
names for both its double-patty burger
and its triple-patty burger (the Triple
Triple) have been trademarked since the
1960s. In 2017, another chain, Smash-

burger, introduced a Triple Double bur-
ger, which used two patties and three
slices of cheese. In-N-Out sued, arguing
that the Smashburger offering would
mislead consumers and even make them
think the two companies were working
together. In-N-Out also alleged that the
Triple Double didn't really have double
the beef, but simply divided the patty in
its classic burger into two. The court
ruled that Smashburger was guilty of
false advertising but not trademark
infringement. (“Smash burger,” by the
‘way, has become a common term for a
cooking method, but since 2008 the
chain has held trademarks for “smash-
burger" “smash burger" and “smash" for
restaurant uses.)

7.M0 The University of Minnesota,
whaose researchers bred the Honeyerisp,
applied to trademark the name in the
early 1990s but never completed the
process, and the mark has been labeled
“abandoned " Still, the inventors of the
apple were granted a patent — which
protects an invention — because they'd
bred anew and distinct plant. The US.
patent expired in 2008, The first apple to
secure a trademark was the Pink Lady.
The patent for that cultivar, called
Cripps Pink and bred in 1973 by an
Australian named John Cripps, is held
by Brandt's Fruit Trees in Yakima,
‘Wash. Commercial growers must pay a
fee to produce and market the Pink
Lady.

8. YES The adjective means “of Moscow "
in Russian. Spirits International, the
company that applied for the mark in
1993, is not in Moscow and its vodka is
not produced there. Based on thoase
facts, the trademark office originalty
ruled that the name was " geographically
deceptive.” But the company appealed
and ultimately secured its trademark, in
part because the office decided that a
consumer's primary reason for selecting
the brand was not that it came from
Moscow. Side note: Titomirov Vodka
was denied a trademark after the own-
ers of Tito's Handmade Vodka argued
that they had the name first and that the
new brand could confuse consumers.

9. YES Cashewsand a brand of jerky are
the only two foods that have a trade-
mark with “everything bagel” in the
name, because they arrived before
everything-bagel spice was everywhere.
New products seeking to include the
phrase are out of luck “Evervthing
bagel" seasoning has become a victim of
what trademark lawyers called gener-
icide — the name has become so widely
used that no single com pany can claim
it (Still, Trader Joe's owns a trademark
for its Everything but the Bagel sesame
seasoning.)

10. NOT YET, BUT MAYBE LATER! An Atlan-
ta-based Indian restawrant chain, Naan
Stop, created a dessert nsing fried strips
of naan tossed in cinnamon and sugar.
David Perry the lawyer who secured the
trademark for the Cronut, is now trying
to do the same for Cinnanaan. Not all
products can become as singularly
popular as the Cronut, he said, “but
that's the aspiration.”

Curious about other brands? You can search
for them on this U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office database: tmsearch uspto.gov
/search fsearct-information

A gift for someone who likes things  sweer - or anyone who aims

for =asy | A gift for a bestie who went from cooking < sesens  to
cooking remzwe A gift for a co-worker who considers < easza  a food
group. A gift for the family who all agree to eat < oesserz  first. A gift
for the loved one who is < vesan - curious.
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The gift for every taste.
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Recipes and inspiration to suit every style.
Give a New York Times Cooking gift subscription.
nytcooking. com/gift




D6 N THENEW YORK TIMES, WEDNES DAY, JUNE 5, 2024
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Vanderpump Rules’ fans feast
on a glimpse into Bravo land.

WESTHOLLYWOOD, CALIF — The fanscontrol
everything in the "Vanderpump Rules"
multiv and lately what the fans want
are crisp, pressed turkey sandwiches and
prebictic sodas under the soft glow of
shabbw-chic chandeliers.

Something About Her, a new sandwich
shop from the Bravo stars Ariana Madix
and Katie Maloney, is a two-hour drive from
Kim Mykitta's home in Huntington Beach,
soshetook theday off from work as a social
media manager and copywriter to tum up
on its first day of business.

Arriving an hour before the shop opened,
Ms. Mykitta settled in asthe 15th personina
line that grew steadily throughout the day,
snaking down the block. And it wasn'tjusta
line, but acultural phenomenon, tourist des-
tination and socialevent covered in detailed
play-by-plays in news stories, blog posts,
podcast episodes and social mediareels.

Ms. Mykitta runs Bravo Breaking News,
an Instagram fan account that's part of a
complex cottage industry built around
Bravo's cultish reality shows and their
e are die-hard and we are dedi-
cated,” said Ms. Mykitta, who had been re-
porting an the ups and downs of the apening
for about two years.

Itmight seem hard tosguare the devotion
of these crowds with a restaurant industry
incrisis. The Los Angeles Times called 2023
“the year that killed L.A. restaurants.” The
article mentioned, among the dozens and
dozens of notable departed, the closing of
Jean-Geor ges Beverly Hillsand three spots
from the acclaimed restaurateur Nancy Sil-
vertarn.

Though the restaurants of “Vanderpump
Rules” aren't immune to the soaring rents
and inflating food and labor costs that bog
things down, they double as set pieces
where an extensive and powerful fandom
can step right into the show and watch the
heroes and villains of reality TV play out
their biggest story lines.

The cable series just wrappedits 11thsea-
son, which brought in around a million
viewers per episode during last year's Hol-
lywood writers'strike. Celebrity chefs, even
those with serious PR. muscle, couldn't
dream of similar interest in the dreary de-
tails of their pre-service rautines or paint-
of-sale systems

I waited outside Something About Her
over the weekend, along with mother-and-
daughter pairs, groups of middle-aged
wiomen on brunch dates, voung queer cou-
ples and several small dogs who seemed
happy on the sun-warmed curb. Tourists
were drawing up their restaurant itinerar-
ies in Los Angeles from places featured on
theshow — Sur, Jax's Studio City, Schwartz
& Sandy's Lounge

The question was, what to do between
meals. "We could walk around Rodeo Drive
andjust .. be poor?” said one visitor to her
friends.

Around the time Something About Her
was meant to open, a cook walked through
the jasmine-lined alley to apologize: They
were a bit short-staffed, and there would be
a delay in opening the doors. Another 20
minutes, at least.

The line had been fairly patient and or-
derly, but now 1 expected mutiny or at the
very least a bit of grumbling. Instead, a
woman shouted with absolute sincerity,
“Thank you for your service!” Even farther
back in the line, I caught an encouraging
“Wool"

Someone passed down menus from the
front of the line. They included a letter from
Ms. Madixand Ms. Maloney about how they
wanted the place to be more than a sand-
wich shop. How they “might have been
slightly delusional, dreaming of romantic
lunches and whispered conversatio hat
viove stories of empowerment and resil-
ience”

There was a cute, '90s lilt to the ingredi-
ents, which featured sun-dried tomatoes
and “rustic ciabatta And though sand-
wiches were described inwhat seemed like
too much detail, with every ingredient
listed down to the salt and pepper (“S&P"),
this turned aut to be useful later when din-

N 2
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ers wanted to know what the green stuff
was in the Diane (sunflower microgreens)
or the sweet smudge in the Viala (balsamic
onion marmalade) or the jam in the Drew
(mango-jalapena).

The Haollywood-adjacent sandwiches
seemed named for movie stars and direc-
tors, though the connection to the contents
of the sandwicheswasn'timmediately clear.
The Nancy (Meyers?), a BLT on sourdough
made with romaine, was crisp and toasted,

The line moved slowly,
top, outside Something
About Her in West
Hollywood, a sandwich
shop opened by Katie
Maloney, above left, and
Ariana Madix, stars of
the Bravo series
“Vander pump Rules”

)
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Tourists and locals flocked to the newly opened eatery, whose menu leans toward 'B0s-era

ingredients, even as the restaurant business in the Los Angeles area has been struggling

pleasingly drippy and well seasoned. Gen-
erously filled, but not to the point of hecom-
anageable, it was a perfectly good
sandwich, though it's fair to say no one
would be waiting for it if Ms. Madix and Ms.
Malney weren't behind it.

“Each restaurant represents the cast
member who opens it, and its success is di-
rectly tied to fans' opinions of them on the
show," Ms. Mvkitta said. “The fandom right

Sandwiches named for
ane, Viola and Drew
a nod to movie stars
(not in evidence).

naw is firmly on Team Katie and Ariana”
Some of this loyalty can be traced to
“Scandoval” About a year ago, the discov-
ery that the "Vanderpump” cast member
Tom Sandoval was cheating on his longtime
girlfriend Ariana Madix with another cast
member, Rachel Leviss, played out dramat-

ically on “Vanderpump Rules" and project-
ed Mr. Sandoval asa national villain.

Scandoval also bumped the show's rat-
ings and shot its stars and their businesses
to new levels of fame. In 2022, when Mr.
Sandoval and his fellow cast member Tom
Schwartz opened Schwartz & Sandy's
Lounge in Los Angeles, it was to much less
fanfare. Post-Scandoval, fans called for a
bayoott, and thearies about the bar's vari-
ousfailuresand possible demise are amajor
topic of conversation, both among fans and
on dfficial channels.

Many of the women who visited Some-
thing About Her were stepping into this
snarl of a story line, showing support for
Ms. Madix, who along with M Maloney
had been in and out of the shop since it
opened, busing tables, rearranging the big
patterned pillows that lined the benches
and taking selfies with diners.

They weren't just waiting for a sandwich,
but for a chance to break the fourth wall
over a passion-fruit-guava spritz — or
thres.
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For the Best Steak, Iry Butter. Yes, Butter.

Basting creates a pink, rosy
terior and savory pan juices.

AT TWELVE, a waterfrontrestaurant in Port-
land, Maine, the hottest seat in the house is
right by the plancha, where vou pick up a
few tricks (and a little perspiration) while
watching line cocks prepare steak after
steak. On a recent visit, Everette Allen, the
chef at the protein station, made about a
dozen strip steaks in an hour.

He seasoned each slab with salt, white
crystals visible on the red meat. Then, he
seared the steak's fat cap running along its
side by holding itup with tongs perpendicu-
lar tothe hot metal plancha. After browning
both sides of the steak, hard and fastin its
own sizzling fat, he transferred it to the
oven to finish cooking.

‘When Mr. Allen placed the dishin frontof
me, [ knew I was in for something special

Forthose nights when achefisn't making
your steak dinner — and when you don't
want to tum on the oven at home — astove-
top butter baste is the way to

The simple method, a classic French
technique called arroser, or to baste, in-
valves searing the steak, then adding butter
and aromatics like garlic and fresh herbs,
and tilting the pan to spoon the pooled but-
ter repeatedly over the meat to gradually
bring the internal temperature up to about
120 degrees. As it rests off the heat, the
steak will continue rising in temperature to
reach a lovely medium-rare. Butter basting
your steak helps you achieve an even, rosy
pink interior, juicy and full of promise,
rather than a distinet redline in the center,
which is often tough and samehow both hot
and cold at the same time (like seared ahi
tuna, and not in a good way).

Hannah Ryder, the chef de cuisine of
Twelve, said butter basting works only
wihen the butter is “hat and foaming," so
that its high heat can help elevate the tem-
perature within the steak, as wellasform a
nice crust. If your butter
said, “you're kind of j
sear with flat butter;
other definition for arr
water," but that's not wh
steak cookery

In fact, Ms. Ryder suggests listening for
“the little popping of the thyme leaves,' a
good indicator that your butter is hot
enough for a proper baste.

Here's one more tip: The No. 1 trick to
oooking steak at home is hiding all of your
smoke detectors, what, |1m

which is water

we want with

ut them back right afterward.) All this
youneed highheattocook agreatsteak
at home. But that's only half of it: You also
need a gentler, more even heat, inthe form
of an oven or, as in this recipe, a tried-and-
true butter haste.

When a seared steak is finished witha hot
shower of fat, its center cocks gently and
evenly, and its outsides develop a bronze
crust infused with whatever vou choose to
add. In this recipe, ginger, garlic and herbs
lend their aroma: ginger leeches
out its sugars m.\kmE
the pan sauce
all effect that a qulck and ha
cannaot duplicate

‘While the steak rests, raw asparagus can
be stir-fried in the savory pan juices. A
lash of soy brings you home, especially
once served with white rice to soak up the

rd sear alone

beef's buttery remnants, and a spritzoflime
r itates the palate coated in fat

steak might not make you feel as if
you're in a restaurant, because you've
cooked it vourself. But you'll appreciate the
t and the view. It's the hottest seat in
the house.

BUTTER-BASTED STEAK
WITHASPARAGUS

1 honeless New York strip steak (132
inches thick, ideally with afat cap;

shout 1 pound)
Kosher salt
1 pound asparagus, preferably thick
spears
Avocada or canola ail
2 tablespoons unsatted butter
2 large garlic cloves, unpeeled but

crushed
1 (l-inch) piece fresh ginger, unpeeled
and thinty sliced
thyme or rosemary sprig
Cracked black pepper
1 tablespoon say sauce
Lime wedges, for serving

-

1. if your steak has a thick fatcap
paring knife to score it with a cros

use a sharp
natching

pattem. Generous
with salt. Let rest at room temperature for 30
minutes or up to 1 hour.

2. Whilethe stea
ends of
woody bottom two inches off each spe
means you don't have to throw so m:
ends away.) Cuteach spear in

an angle.
3. Heat a large cast-iron or of
aver medium-high. Dab the steak dry with a

paper towel. Addenough ail to lightly coat the

FHOTOICRAPHS B DAY

) VLIS FOR THETE W TORITIVES FOCE STYL S SIT] ANFREW'S
skillet. Wait for a wisp of smoke, t
to hald the steak parpendicular to 1
and gently sear the fat cap until some ofthe fat
renders, about 2 minutes, Carefuly
steak down and s

browned, about 2 minutes

4. Reduce the heat to medium-ow: Add the

for at least 10/ minutes or up to 30 minutes.
5. Meanwhile, raise the heat to medium-high
nd asparagus to the
sionally, until the

nd bright g t02
tes. Turn off the heatand cover with a lid,
asparagus steam in the residual heat
while the steak rests.

6. When ready to eat, slice the s
(perpendicular to the fibers running

&), 50 the meat is espacially
st it. Serve the st
it and spritzed with lime, if

the: ste.amed asparsgus.

Deliver the Most Flavor With Wild Salmon

Some tips on how to prepare
and savor fish that run free.

By ALl SLAGLE

In Maurice Sendak’s classic children's book
“Where the Wild Things Are the Wild
Things are hardly mild. When the main
little ba\ named Max, n.eel:
“terri-
ble" m‘llE,[E{’[ll eyves and claws. A rumpus
ensues, and Max comes to learn that these
maonsters aren't terrible at all. They're just
Wild Things: unpredictable and exciting.

The same is true of wild salmon.
/hile farmed salmon is tame in taste —
the result of controlled environments —
wild salmon ta like hard-earned adven-
ture. Its well-exercised flesh is lean and
meaty. Its flavor is nuanced and robust from
foraging for food. And itscolorisdeep, rang-
ing from hot pink to ruby red

I wild salmon's firm texture or intense
flavor has ever surprised you, know that
you're just tasting salmaon that has run free
— what a treat. Follow these tips to better
understand, appreciate and cook this wild
thing.

How to Cook It

This two-step method allows you to enjoy
the rich flavor of wild salmon without over-
oooking. Because it has mare collagen and

less fat than farmed salmon, wild salmon
has firmer flesh and is ea todryout. To
seal in its moisture, brineit in saltwater for

15 to 30 minutes and bake it at a low tem-
perature to just 120 degrees for medium-
rare. [’Thef\(h“ilI(almmlelocuokmns\de
the oven.)

Baking works for all sizes and types of
wild salmen, including long, gorgeous, red
sides of sockeye, which can be tricky to ma-
neuver in askillet or over grill grates. The
tender fish can stand up to punchy accou-
terments or be adorned more simply. Add
juiciness with a squeeze of lemon, a dollop
of Greek yogurt or a splash of chile or
toasted sesame oil.

The Best to Choose

You can find wild salmon in the fresh fish
section of many grocery stores, but look in
the Frozen aisle, too. Often flash-frozen

BAKED WILD SALMON

%4 cup kosher sait {such as Diamond
Crystal) or 2 tahlespoans fine sea salt,
plus more if needed

pounds wild saimon, such as coho, king
ar sockeye, cul in fillets or kept whale
Extra-virgin olive oil or unsalted hutter,
for greasing and cooking

Black pepper

Lemon wedges, plain Greek yogurt,
flaky sea salt or a combination
{optional), for serving

-

1.1n a sheet pan or baking dish that fits your
saimaon, r the salt and
4 cups water until the salt has dissolved. Add
the salmon skin side up. If the flesh isn't

ged, add another cup of vater and
OK if the skin isn't
sit at room temperatu;
pare the

the oven to 275 degrees

mon and pan. Line
d the salmon skin

3. Drain and patdry the

opaque at the edg
translucent in the center (the
continue ta cook out of the o
part should register between

saiman will
The thickest
5 and 120

degrees. Sene with 3 squees
of Greek yogurt or sprinkie of fizky s
combination, as you

frosted fish displayed on ice. Simply thaw it
by refrigerating it overnight uncoveredon a
paper towellined plate Or, if you're in a
hurry, place the fish in a resealable plastic
bag in a bowl of cold water, replacing the
water every 30minutes or so to keepitcald
Resources like Seafood Watch can help dis-
cem which salmon is sustamably raised,

If the only option available is in the fresh
case, choose fillets that are firm, shiny, uni-
form in color and don't smell like much of
anything.

‘What the Types Taste Like

Because wild salmonhave more active lives
and varied diets than farmed fish, their taut
flesh tastes more complex and is nuanced
according to their surroundings. ( Thinkof it
as the difference between a summer tomato
ripened in the sun and a winter one from a
greenhouse.) The three main types of Pa-
«if Ilmnsmdmerhm llozen

AU'mt\cmlu‘onbutwlh[H
eye (red) is deepled'mdmmt_ ith a bold
flavor. Coho (silver) falls somewhere be-
tween the two. Other types— Pink (humpy)
and Keta (chum) — are typically sold
smaked or canned

Substitute Wild for Farmed

Unless atherwise stated, most recipes are
developed with farmed salmon. You can use
wild salmon in any salmon recipe, but re-
duce the coolctime to avoiddry fish. It'sbest
tocook it tomedium-rare (11510 120 degrees
in the thickest party. The edges should be
opague, and the inside should still be
slightlytranshicent andlookwetif you stick
in a paring knife and peek at the flesh.
Consider cooking the fish gently in the
ovenar in liquid (poached, med, or sin-
mered in soup). You can absolutely pan-
sear or grill wild salmaon, just trust your
eyes and your thermometer to know when
it's done
hether it headlines your next dinner
party or boosts a weeknight meal, wild
salmon season is a reason to celebrate —
and to cook.
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