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Pheo ti La, &n route to Demchok that lies on the LAC.

HE oordition of the rosd
to Umnling La iz eseeallort,
dquipped ajovial corstable
Trom  the Indo-Tietan o
Barder Palice ([TEP. “But
if you are travelling all the way to that
place, then why ot g beyorsd to Dem-
chak an e boarder with China™ he
audded, s we sipped piping bt tea it a
kinsk rear Myoma (o soeth-eastem
Ladiakh) amidst a tormertial dowripows
im July last year,

Dhermuclaak, bocated in the furthermost
carrer of avuthreastern Ladakh, bes nghit
i Uhwe Li e Aetusal Coartral | LAC hared
Lewmyr Ttz Biery & Bovtapacat el Chiresse drsciin-
sionsard tiee-offzwith mdian troope.

The raute to Demelok les over the
104 et hgh Umbing La, the word's
B ghest motarable pass, corstructed arnd
i itaired by the Bonder Boads O g
tior{ BROY. Till & poved road weas i rengursat-
ed by the Defernce Mimster 1n Decermibser
2021, it was litlle maove thana dirt track and
Dhermuebak wasalflimits fhr tourists

“The govermment las pow permitbed
tourists to go right wp to the bonder” the
carstable, who along with his companian
had alzo stopped for a  tes-loeak,
axplaived. “IF you alveady bave an innee
line permat totravel in this area, youw dar'™
reed s parate permssion to o thee,” he
tokd s Aninrerlise permitis izseed by
e adimd i stration 1o allowr toun st oty
el to remate aess bevand Leb such as
Duira, Pangong Beo,ote, ard e tobe pro-
cdisced at vanos check-pets en mute,

The vizit 1o Unlmg La itself was a sur-
prize development. During a irip to
Ladalkhin2018, we ladbean told that onil
1ars were 1ot alloved to drive up to the
o While disrussing our 2023 travel
srhwedule in Ladakl with an Army oflicer
im Larly, it weas o charnce guestion wiwthear
Umling La was nowr apen to civilian [
yielded analfirmative response, requinng
anarrtle-apot teeak in oer programme.

So, when a fnend bought a pew SV
reperit by, wihat bedter place to test it owt than
o the lighest and the emotest that the
varied Indisntersn had b oflee Theswas
corgelved my seomxl tip 1o the highes
muarable pacs within a gpan of 10 months

It woneld b my aighth trip to Ladalds,
irchiding tem to Siachken, the woarki 'z highe
ed battlefleld. Fourhave been by road on
vacation. Ladakh i= amaring and enticing
s towvmriryg o moed peakes stark shopes ared
tieackerows rock fuees inlerspersed witly
spechs of grears ry, ol e ning sroaeaps ard
sparkling steeams, present a spectacular
lardacape ared et that leawe a vivid
imprint. Tlee stoep, rarmper patls twining
alang the kigh moustains arsd the chill
e i are an adventure’s delight.

Mlick-May, just after snow-bowrd pusses
in Hazhmir, Ladakh and Himschal
Pradesly wera apered for veldcular traffie
and before the June orslaedht of tourdsts,
seemed ideal for yel amother iAp to
Ladakh. The plan was 1o reach tlwere via
e Ja e -Srinagar rwbe ard beasd Tome
o Oyl gards alorye the Maral aoos.

The highweay up to Udbampur whizsaed
by, but the S0-omd-km strelch  Pom
Udbampur to Barilsal was troublesame.
Corstree tion of tunmels ard overbridges,
az well &= rosd widering, led to Beary

with a Chinase §

jams, avershooting the schedule by sevwer-
al Terurs. The et chiakoe poiptwnas Zodqi La,
kmown az the ‘mounixn pass of bhiz-
eameds’ A monrore af The e toupler pess.
a5t pegotiate, it was dusty o the lowear
attitude bt srov-capped &t the top ard
eyond Hll the “sero-paint’ on the other
end. Visible acrozs the valley alang the
azcert wasz the abode of Amarratlh shll
wrdber & white svow blanket.

Thee 11575 feet high passbetoean S
g dirad Blargil v s reopersed Iy the BROH R
ey Apnl bt weas closed freguen fly coing
1o s avdd svalanehes The ramow dre
vable mrad betwesn 158wl e walk, at
plaoes just sudTicke mily wide toalesa single
vehicle to pass, mardated that traffc was
perntted from S ragar o Barg lard from
Eargl to Srivagar on altermate dagye The
sarmesyabem was in pleoeat Baralachsa La in
Hiradyal Pradesh an the Maral-Lal mad

Alter arossimg Zojl La, & mandatory halt
w2t 1o Bl Whr Melesmaria L dedicated to
e mariyas af the carfbict Tt swould mark
its 25th anmiversary in Ry this year Itis
located reear the toam of Diras, wisere a sign-
b vl puoclaimes it e the secand caldest
irkabiled place after Sibena Vidhlein the
Dk e fee famows batllestesof Tiger
HilL, Eirsn Horn, Tredoli g ard Sarda Top.

Afer a smooth drive till Leh began the
adventure. Moving over Chang Lo ard
peanzzinn oy e wnrldls highest research sta-
tion b by DRI at 17 644 feet, e meod
el -prainit was Panpong Teo, onthe way to
Hanle, Bew visiiors procesd beyond the
popular touria spots ke Spargmik, Man
and Mers kaon thenatbernadse of the lake.
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Moving south towards Chushul, the
cokar of the water becomes a deeper
sl of blwe with tinges of tu rguoise and
o preer As the lake berds enstuwards
into China, the fingers’ can b sepon an
e o ppas te banke. Contested by Idia and
Chirsa, these Fave witre saed freguent fioe-
afls betereen the troops of both countries
arsd campe irdo public gaze dun ng the con-
framtation along the LAC in 2020,

At Chiusul, an mgortant battle site of the
1962 Sirwer Lt corflict arsd revor are ofthe
Frve ot al bsordber persom el mueetin gpoints
i1 Laalehy, the Dilack-top mad ende. For the
o3 G0 e il Lo, whsene i route linds
wp with the regular Leb-Clma thangs Han-
L rned], 1 s totally aff-rosd drving.

Tz thee termain wias langely flat, dotied
with shrels and stornes, e wene places
e a track oould reot e d aperrsed ard the
chiresctian i whid to proceed was judped by
the alipment of eloom poles or fyme
ks Soretimes the path wes Hocked by
lopar mocks, requinng a clsange of course ar
engagng the vehick's four-wleal drme. At
places, are ol d zee the emrantsof o mad
thait anee exdabed. Work 12 on to lay & new
v, et it eonald vl ] takoe & e @easons for
the emtirestreteh b budl.

Abwart 15 ko from Chusliel lies Resang
L T wasbene i 1962 that 124 troops from
SO Company of 13 Kumson made the
famous “last man last round” stand
agairst the arershalming Chireae troops.
The company eommarsber, Maj Shadtan
Singh, was decarated poethumaously witls
the Param VirClhakes With the Bezarg La
peak in the backmmursd, an mpressive

weir memaral, with a uge Tricokur and
regimental penmnt: Auttering in the
meutain breege, stardealong the road.

A el modal mives e operations ] per
spective af the sector, making for better
urderstarding of the terran and dentilf
cationof georraphical features thancan b=
hiad from mapsand plotographs,

Hamile, g small villase abost 250 km from
Lehwith & mornastery datingg back o the
1T century, i the base for the Furm ey
to Demebok It i aleo hame o the Indian
Astranamical Obeervatory, ore of the
wiarld's highea located zites for aptical,
infrared and gammaray  telescopes.
Perched atop Mounl Sarasaati atan eleva
tiem af 14,764 feet, it & apen tovisiors, whao
can lave a ok st the egquipmert hoesed
irsicde, bt earrotwee it a2 the padpets g
arpeeratesd remately from Bengahime,

ToreachDemebok, Plati La, the warld 'z
21zl b ghest motorable passat 18,124 fieet,
T 1o e negotisted first, wihdels imralved
a tough drive over steep nclines, sharp
curves and ba e bersds. The solated et
spectacular rowte was devoid of ary trafTie.
W diid mot oomme aemes o ingle velicle,

A e v e aJenad af e base wms a cafid
rur by a wredt from the Assan Bemment,
affering tea and sracks, Fresh somoms
acoompanied by ethme Assamese med
clhuwteey were dizhed out. In fact, maost
Army units besed in that ames run cafés
that e apen lociibian traellos

The azcent to Umling La, thoaegh ligher,
wias relatively easier. “Youw ae o Tagler
iz Bverest Base Camp™ read & sign a fiew
kilometres short af the top. By mow, a few

bitkess were ala on the mad.
Thee “warld= higheat cafd” run
by the BRO at fhe top treats
yiors tor teq, coffes amd snacks,
ek puittin g out souenins,
Strangely, fe highest poss
swezcs bevon cl el e, saarriray & e
small patches bere arsd thene,
even thoeeh ather passes ot k-
e altifides like the Zaji La,
Tanglng La, Lachuryr La ard
Bairalacha La s =i fioart s
ooy fior This time of fhe year
Cornversely, thedesce it to Dem-
chok was steeper and an the
mwiurn leg the wehicle abuned
flriowsly — somvethi ng ot espert
enced at ather passes. Forty min-
wrbes Dby, oo © rackuis v Ty e anmnes
visible over a blue metal bridge,
arith ClireeBeld mourtaire in the
besebeciro. Hillidbe bumlosrs ame bl

en moute. Dirivingalon g one can e

tracks on the mountsine acres

maching doom to the expunsve
Pl thal are tle Frarng erourds
for berdz of local 2he phends.

Demchok Caféizile fist @ gnboard
ViR e an Apprasching the garrisan.
Saldiers approach to wearnd particw
lars ared baded you. “The anea below iz

Demchok Flains. The Irdus further

awray marks the LAC ard the hills

behirad itare in China Chiness sl
lamee camers are mounted atop the
Tilkock in front”™ & soldior said.

“Mou can drive though the past 1o
Dremelok village ard mo to Hot Springs,
a patural geyer speaing warm waler.

Larebod 1 fose messay by e Lime yowcamme

beack,” the trowper said. “But do mod cross
Thee raallah a1 12 e bonder,” e wairmed.

O thee aitheer oo the Army post, drving
e i urener, Tocky track sk the Chand-
v M Ty st oozt Trachues o foorko e
tres doam,a Chirese post i visible abot B0
movetres sy Called Zormear Compless 11 hsas
a waldh tower and & surveillance dome
e e d stop aldlack. To its left iz a Cle
rese village arith red Mlag ard oot wwsof
Tuoneses arvidat trees. Therne 12 4 mad on the
athier side of the mlah arsd & couple of Chi
T2 cannveras orrerknaking the Hot Springs.

Mot vidhble fram the [rdian side bt set
up behind the hilkek & a larger Chimese
eztablislment thal i@ estimated 1o howse
albear a company-level arength.

i & wel inte summers with tempors
tures cias ng 4590 in e plaire, et gl
Jcant s ove e sEtson the Himalayan
peaks. Cmssing paeses an the Leb-hanali
roarie mequired drving throegh ice walls,
wiater puddles and zome road stretehes
reguEnng immediate repairs. The entine
streteh from the moethern base 1o the
southern baze o Baralacha La, inclwding
the popular Sursj Tal was mostly frosen,

The read netonrk in Ladald b v vast-
1y bsetter thaat wlt it aeas a e vears ago.
There was a time, dbowl o decade aga,
when ifa single vehicle broke down an the
Lel-Brragar stretch, tralfic on both sides
anpel o bee Toed o up fior beours. Newar, 1t 2.8 dio
ble-lare kighway allwing high-speed
drming Of the 2 500 km traversed an this
trip, only a cumulative stretchofabout 150
Tz ook r ar wilhere constrection was
ursberwamy [1s quite an achievement,



02

Che Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

Capl vikram Babra {left) with brother Vishal Batra.

25yrson, he lives on

Kargil war hero Capt Vikram Batra would have turned
b0 this year. Twin brother Vishal Batra pays tnibute

E = Lo arsd [ hiz iden-

tical twin (eownger by 14

mireies) am Bush Our

childbood was spent in

Palampur ard we made
the muoat aof our idertical looks — play-
ing pranks, filhng in for each otlses and
at times, even getting purnished fior the
olber's mistakes. The similadty ran
b per theain loaks.

“Shwerzhab of Bamgil, theat’s ahat the
eremy called Viloam That's the mark
ke made an these unforgving moun-
tairs of Barg]in 19868, 25 yearsago.

As students, both of we were always
in awe of the men in uniform a2 our
schonl was irside the Army Canton-
ment at Palampur, The dream of join-
ing the armed forces wazembedded in
1886-87 when TV serial “Foraie Fir
Chakm " was broadesst every Surday
on Doordarshan

Vikram cleared his SSEinharch 19946
and L ot recommershed twice by the
GEE, seifled fir an MBA I wes on
Dhecemntser 6, 19607, 1wt Vileam got com-
miziored e 13 JAK Rifle. His first
pading was in Sopone, Thene, be was
irvohved i aniti e ge ey operations.,
We Joreew that lse wmz bom to fight
aEairet the adds

Druri vz bl s arrmea ] lesme, e would talk
for Foners abaot 15 chalenges he fapad
in Sopare. [wonald divea m aof the day e
wioeld oommarsd his pegiment and 1
winkd getackarceto attersd mmeaf e
ragmental furetions.

When Earmil happered, their firs mos-
=i was o capture Prirt 51440 st 17000
fewet Withs 110 ioari v aonirad of Thedr rag-
imental war ery, “Thioga Mo Ki Jad’,
Vikram led his contingent an the mght
of Jure 19, 1999, He had promised his
Commanding Oficer, [t Caol (kiter Lt
Gery) YE Jozhi, thet e would lave his
marning tea st Podnt 5140,

He Jed the attack =0 fmciowsly that be
s irteroe pled by somme of the ey
zolchers. They challenged him to ol
climb  the top He svategically
rerras ped hus men and lobbed & land
grenade, destroymgone ol the bunkers
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ard killing five Pakistand soldiers in
Funrat-tor betimad et As Toe b poorm-
e, e radioed his OO el Th] Mioige
Moe', by aistng the Thealowr atap
Priirit 5140 om Jurs 24,

Hiz st remark to ane of our fierds
befare proceading for Kargl ses that
eitler e would kst the Trcaloer o
comm wrapped in il He didnot dither.

Mever ocoukd [ hawe magised
Pamire Vir Chobm' would ane day
o =0 rel for me ard our parents,
arrh Vi korarn wekd bee fhee Jsero, just shart
ol bz 25t birtlday {on Se plemiser 4).

[t waz a reconmaiz=ance mission
whien Lt Mavean Nagapps was hit by
a grenade nthe second mission at
Prinit £875 {the most strategic feat we
which sverooked the Srinsgar-Lel
Matioral kiglhwsayd, counterled by
Vikram on July 7.

Az Viloam jumped an the atler side
af 11 cliff 1o ilence the machine gun
that was firing irderiminately, be
gat irto a close combat with three
Pakiztamizs and put them to destls
befare being hit by a sniper from a
close range. Having nealized that their
commander lsad fallen, the charped-
up  company went berserk and
e royed all the enemy bunkers. The
Tricolour was planted alop Point 44875
— they call it Batra Top now fior lis
swpreme e fioe and giving an ed g
1o mecaptune thiz strate rie featwne.

[t beern 25 yearz. A lot has clanged,
arsd = meel e the same. [ e
ey strareds i my haie Vikeam B s
syt fial sz enrer Tinme carired towschs Juim.

Ml ey 1oy e v ity Vikersom &3 2 00
couldnt come tree, bt Vikram atill
cammands. 1 eould witresz that wisen
[ tranvellad to Dirass ard pald tibute to
vy bt b a el al] v tiaret ol dhie s wihs
mddbe 1l supreme saemifice a1 Batwa
Tap an July 7, 2019, to commemar-ate
A wyears of thelr martyrdom. Mexd
morthy, it el e 25 years.

Every atterrwte year, [ visi the diriee
ithat’s what T eall the mighty poaks a1
Dhaszh ared i1’z & blissful feeling. Jod
Hiid, Capt Vikram Batra, P

LI ERE AT AEMAL
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A PREETS NG HGILL

URDL a smwall village an the

Tarm Tarare-Altar] rosd,

e popubar for bndmarks

ir the city of Thm Taran like

Murdi Bassnr Mundi Rosd
aredd Mureh Aucbeba. Fear wenild necal that M
i ‘wes marme d after a Mg hsal qflieial, Mural
Drirs Gl Efialuarnl. A the rame sugrests he
bl e to e Trari Gaction at the Mughal
court. Lafalen in Tran wasz the contre of
[damic ardvitecture amd a1 Numdi, an
ardarymos tomband remairs ol acarman
sere survive el the story of thizbroken
link with the Indo-Persian ard Cerral
Azinnhertage

Tumehi i= sy guected a5 the rhplace of
Bhal Santakl Sing, a 15 century poel
and Bistorian who compoesed & mlti-vol
vl sty s “snkdda” o Sk Grurmes 2 red
latertay develpments in Sikhizm This
wrkgue work, T Sung Groith’, s
composed in Biog bhasho

Tere are ey Mughal ensants alog
the Blar Slal Sum posd reeesir Wumdil, Al
st 14 yesrs (15098 in Lakaore. This aea
wzes e thoea tre o chame of Bl Mires,
Akbar's grasdson and Jalsngirs rebel
=, in 1606, Jalalsbed, Fatelabsd ard
Elvamspurarethe towre aomersd Tirn Taran
whichzpeak af the Mughal legasey The last
i sies, loomnve s are Seral Amarst Blan
ared Sera i Mundi. These cararan semis wems
medieval time contarer docks whene
traders wsed o stay with thenr goods,
came ke Jorees ard servams.

A highevawhed e ninanoee, vast oowryand
fior rvery and catlle, small esting ommnpsarn-
et ard pleees ol worship — these were
sl lar im ayle i the o rsd semis i Cer
tral Asian trading towrns.

Eﬁl_:itgg’s Mugh.

and tombin
m@p@a@, and forgotten

‘Serai Mundi s a symibol of government apathy. Only one Zabe of the heritage structune Survives. FHOTS By THE W TER

Wriling on the Lamib ndicates tal ilexisted
dhuring Bhe regrn of Shah Jahan (16.8-58).
PHOTD CORT B2 SLEH ASH FAR HAR

AT rbucive report published in 221, Slhee
al’ istory froan Tarn Boean’, moen tions bow
e e wiae bt by Mo Amiroedin in
e memory of liis Bitler, Noomdin, in 1654
Oy are gate of the semi aurvives, but the
omb has refesed 1o asecumb to the
vagaries of time. Though fogotten, it sits
e jestically g a Pradbhan Masta Geam
Sedak linking Murdi with the Anrisar
Elemkararmad via Lahy Glyuman village,

Flitoria n Subabuel Pt who b= aperit
Al et e reseamelirys medieyvalanelabectr-
al bentage in Punjab, diecovened sone
urgee e rences dsout this tomb. In an
artiele in the Joimiad of the Royal Asiatic
Socedyin 19907, be wed pralfit s iptons
@ a smuree of higoncal enguiny. He
eyl e & bl storian = esxwtion that wies
Termaine ave antamibsed in this strectume &

] ]

it excactly krowm, but he tred to gatler
esfidberseto link it with Mur al DinCrli I
hanl, wha was killed by Kishan Singh
Batherein 1632 Wisen thetambosslnanl iz
et oo GrasalBi 4 an fhe tom b = pooal et
it endzted during the reign of Sha b Jalsrn
(1628501 Among fe graffiti teds, are iz
urigee because it irdicates s date of tle
Balkh engpecition serat by Shal Jaban The
tendd dhecipluenad by Par ke goes ] iloe fhis
Al Mudheoreiraad. the s af AR Musod Bar
g o Tueaday 24th of the seath af
Rasmdan ypear AHY 1055 (2 Moverder
16455 firoine Adbarahod fo Lahone with all
hopaes, was poiig of atbiee whenninthe gepe
diticnt apaiat Balkl Nowah AN Mordan
Ehaie Mawah Aslal Ehaio Raga Jagad
Stigh, Baladur Klai Robafla and others
were asgied fo e erpediio...
Tt e o e o Ty uErvivess: qns Iy in
e frmal phatograple cheked by P e
Tarr Taran became a distvict in 2006, bt
the adimird Aration took o intenest in @
serving or papilarizing the medieval Ter
ttage i ared anoursd the city. This tombwas
dectired o protected momement in 2018
urder fhe Punjab Arncent ard Histarical
Moauments ard Archaeolyrical Sibes and
Femairs Act 1958 Today, tharmy weed t5 the
il y pritecticn 1t e s g e trespn s,
Whiile Serai Nurdi suffeved from goerm-
e rita pat by arotber sevad on e smmemad,
Seral Amanat Ehan, gaired mare attertion
Fromn beritame lovers ard authonties  was
vt ey vt by T rrikrs, Abd-Al-Flag, kiber
kv Arvearat Bhaey' for B2 semioesas
thsechiefcall igraple rafl Taj Maba ] The v
was restared fol ki ng sustamed efforts of
thee Arclsseal amcal Survey of Drdia and the
Pouoryj s Thorism: Dhepaartmenit.
— The wi riber leaohes ol SGTH
Hhaolsa College, Delhdi

Sold out on cold meals

GAZPACHO

imeastbly dimen to the cald salad

Whenhotweatherlands e i
youinthesoup, it'stime  Z5cenmdsd b
ik an, Wit wine ar 1t=p

toeat some cold, L e
soothing delightsthat are Sl e
also easytomake Garticciove minced | !
Oimeodl 2ibep

Rasmr VERMA Sugar 1thap
Chilll powder A pinch

VEN a few years back, [ woould bave Caaryichopped) 1 theap

sni grened i old that [ was seenreache b b 4

sl B rra b g elTome. [ B

scares df e oo ion pihdto ven The aaepied. Oniine sufscdhess mayatadhan
ensnd dippng StcaptonielRinemal oam o astamed ooy o Te epmer
g [Piesarse rie o e pim oo s e DD o sdeeess.
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Hesd-on coalition — 5 udesh Kumar Sood Moga
Hanwdfusl @estune — ML Kapuer, | 3andhar city
M idhway relief arrangement — Ramesh Agoanaal, Chandigarh
Mutual exchange — Anshita Shamma via epaped Dirskpur
From Iveaed 1o head— Aavviaepapet, Chandigah

placed before me. It conzisted of some cngp ioe
eryr Jethuce, tarl rocket leaves, juicy waterme kin
cliunks, grean apples, pome granate seeds ard
crumbled feta T bed been tnzsed ina light vira
grette, ard [ wiso bad abrays denided salads as
ol oo | Erass A wesds ), towehit o weas just
wihiat thee doctor had ondensd.

Thiz weatlser calls for cold meals, I you ape
pba v rg o erter i iR meests i n e e botard
b mths, yois can conder serving a cokd
mea] — Bram oold appetizers to o, mais axd
deszert. The sarters can coreist of strips of
clulled cwewmbers, carmots and celery stalks
sepyed with acold vodvert dip, garedsed with
pome rranate seeds and corlander lesves. Ard
fiewr- thee v, yone oorald ot fora cald cucumiber
soup prepared with some curd. For this you
ree 1oy lnde padd thiree talle apoons of'cw rdwith tao
chopped cucumbers, @ sprg of meemary or
chopped mint lesves, a pod of peeled arcd
clopped garie, a dash of alive all, ;ome cokd
water ard seasming. My fawurnite, though, iz
et a deliciows Spanizheold aepthatlas
raryy varations. The traditional recipe calls for
ke rsdinngall ingredients in a blender

Cheafis tell s that we should keep sme stock
resdyin fhe fidge frany omemade sups For
a zimple weetable stock, take carmots (100g),
arars S0k ard a bowgeet marmi of leeks 3g),
calary (10 g, parsley (10, ey a1 thyme (&
spngharsd pepperoams ] Hapkina savwcepan filled
with thires Iives af water. Put inonstovea rd sim-
vy bevaw Poeesit fiwr s hoovier i . Bleep remuoni g
e s oo the top. Strain the loguid. Refrig-
erate this stock ard wse a5 andwlen regumed.

Wiheeritomnes to-salads, vou can et your mag-
iration run loase, You can use fruds, Melons,
cleries or mangoes wark well in salads. Cold
slyrimpe ard bailed egrs are o good chalce for
revrevegetanian salads Cold pasta salads, mosed
with pleces of kam or tafe, am o delight. The
chezzinygr s to be light, of course. An emulsionof
extra virgin olive gl yvoohurt aed adhite aine
vire gy warks well, as does a virmgrette with
resermary ard ime juice. A Ewmint kaves add
1o thee taste, and the cool gquotient.

Brir & side disl, b albout sane egaplam® Cut
therm ivito thidk rowrdels, Haditly fry them, dip
thaers drneodkd your bt thet T stsee niemperad with
e Tlnvorirs al'yowr chios fowrmy Jeaves, mustard

Fut everyining (baming the bast) in afood
processor and Disnd untils mooth. Sere in

pre-chilledbowds. Garmish withibasilleaves.

seedsl ortess the fned egplant i aba ofolive qil,
ciried paraley; pepperand sal befone serving.

Arcither vegetable dish, guite simple andtasty,
{2 prepered with oo B this, Lstring ardamsh
acup full of Frerds beare ared then steam fhem.
[ drain andplace thebsears o oold weater toretain
the green eoknir Then I leat & pan, ard add the
bearE, ame sesame seede, o pinch of sugar ard
a it af soy sawee. [ stivand toss the mix well,
ravne from the beatandlet it coal.

My all-time favouritecolde nitpée 12 afish prege-
raitian tht | hewe aftenscooked for frende 1 steam
& Tllet af fisdy (heket] araoded, add a layver of boled
and diced capot, peas and beans o i, s it
sqpeer i leman over it ard then aat itwitha
gergrmes belplngaf theusand Elard dresing o
& mo ol e o matse aad e ketehup, My
iz rot really o dressing for thes westher but it
scrks wellwrith the ketehup, which gives ita mice
cokrn and a seet-andsowr kick 1 relfrigesate
thiz, and serve it with crusty bread. And for
desmert, what cowld be better than vanilla joe
cresmandclim by plecs of manges?

A= a wise rman said, do mot curse thedark, lighta
carsile. Lalao say divrod curse the beat —justehl.
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Remaking a classic

CThe Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

ARTS

Hom adamaged reelto Cannes, what it took to bring ‘Manthan'to life

SARTEA SHARMA

M 2014, when flmmaker Shiverds
Singlh Dungarpur zet wp the Film
Hertage Foundation (FHE), mated
director Slyam Benegal lad dorat-
ed him hizentire archive, The repas-
ory was a veritable treasure trove, with
2eripte, booklets, oy cards, rodes, and a
Fmm print af Manthan', kiz 1996 gem A
checade Later, the fm has been serearedat
e Canmes Film Festival 1his yvear Amadst
& e of applass, i gareeneda e mimete
sanding avation, a crescendo to o chal
lenmingard exhilarating joumey

Dungarpurs tryst  with  restoration
began when he was making the documen-
tary el budoid Mo’ ode o (mhistars
an and arehivizt PE Mair, wln ass aioe
directar of the Matiornal Film Arwhive af
Irekia (NFALL Through Mair's eyves, Durr
garpur paied ireightinto the dismal s1ate
af filin arch ningin Drdin. Hewss son eol
labarating with Martin Scomsese’z Film
Frourskation on Uday Shankars ‘Kol paiia

‘Manithan' waz a fetionalized accowurt of
the early plase of the dairy cooperative
muivermerl that translormed Drdia fom a
milk-deficient ration to ke workd's larmest
milk prodecer, inspied by Dr Verghess
Kunen. Skt in Sanparava, a village abouwt
26 ke o Bagleot in Gujarat, 1t boadedof
& stellar ersemble cast, including Ginzh
Earred, Maseerwddin Shah, Smita Patil,
Moban Agazle, Eulbhushan Bharsrsda,
amang otherz. Neady 5 lakh farmers from
Gujaral comtributed T2 eacly to fund the
project. This Decembar Bersegal turrs 80,
Ard Dumgarpur, directar of FHE, wanted ta
restare the director's Tavourite’ film 1o
colreide with i,

“The first tharg e didwras to speak totle
Gugaral Cooperative Milk Federation. Na
are wrlerstondwhy we readed to restaras
£l v Tt sl mestnchy i s Tk, Wee bl 1
make thee s widerstarsd that the {ilm need-
el Ty e iy B v huti o, sy Dhumygarpor:
The Bederation had deposited 1he onginal

| Fram et} Nageeruddin Shah, Shivendra
Depnganmer and Frateik Babbar 81 Cannes.

carmera reyrative with the MEAL Wien the
FHF' ot 1= hareds an it it was i oa bsad
aiape. “The pegative Bad green makd, the
cokrurs had faded ardd there wem flicker
problems. wee prairgyand The prntswere
reit complete, We kad 1o makh several
copies to et wisal wes tlse onginal edit of
Slyam Beregal. Alzo, there was mo sourd
reegative, Ardd sinee this flm was dubied,
e were protlems al sy as well | meea Tl
Crrparpuer, Ared then began theyear-arsd-a-
balf-larg crazy jowrme v of restratian, span-
ring from Cherirai to Bologra in Raly.

e it el emerts urde rose nt meticwloes
repait by FHE coreervators. The searm ing
arwd digital charn-up was dorse l Prasad
Lalb in Clerninal wrder the supsrvizion of
Bl ayrres furmed LT gime Bitrovata laly,
e grainge, sownd vestoration and measter-
iryg waore aleo carmed out i Balogra, When
Shyam Benegal swibe complete film, ba
was eestatic. “Msevenbetierthan the oig-
sl b toled Dhumygarpasr

Back inthe 197 e, the flm lsad been sl
in diffenent stocks — Gevacolor Eastmas
arxl Kiwkak. The regative was prirted on ta
Orom and Govird Milalani, director of
platogra play, wias very wihappy with the
fisal print “He alwsys mantaired that
wiiat b lad zlsot revercamesut. When he

s thee restored version, le sad this is
what e had wanted the film io be”
rengalls Dusgarpur.

Tl il wes part of the Cannes Clas-
zics skbetae The seveen g was atterded
by actor Maseereddin Skab, family of
the late actress Smita Patil, dawglter of
D Veer gheese Kurien, producers of 1he
Filvn s Druryrarpure Thiswas the B
dhastiom s thind yearat the evert. Eardier
G Aravindan's Malayalam masterpiece
Thairp' (1506 was slvmomsed o 2022
and Aribam Syam Sharma's Manipurd
larruesme (il Taboomon ' (1900} in 2023,

The FHF s been closely working an
regsal o rerna — Mami purd, Banmsada,
Celia, Malyvalam... “Becauze thal i
wiheretlse troecolours and trueessence
af Irckia ane” Telieves Dhengarpur, for
whamm fillmes are an important marker
aif thee era tlaat hey bave been madein.
Fur ki, itisequeally impartant o take
thaese neatored {Tlme to the sudienes

Foat-Conril, e s stillstreg o ng o reor-
raakize s cisema halls e Punming e mgp-
ty “Blr Baclscla i atso ane of FHE s dorors)
v Turr g B0 and we wanied o shoociaze
Bz filmes. “Back to the Baginming' was oo
capved ard 12 aof hiz flmes were tabor to e
theatres What a phemomenon i1 ecanme!
Feopewe re thmngng the theatnes dancing
at e [Mwms ey Dhumygarpor says

Tz wes followed by festivals dedicated
to [hlip Bumar and Dev Amnd A Raj
Kapoor festival oz been planmd for the
yegreryd. “Ohr effort 12 tobein g more ard
e cirena back, 1o e able o peeorasect
with the public ard ercwne that wist was
aree an impartant film isreleased inevery
part af Iredia,” s=ays Dungarpur. Over the
weekend, ‘Manthan' las been released i
50 cities ard 10 el remas acmes Lrdia.

At preserit, the FHE {2 wnor ks g an Gireh
Basravalll Ghatashnddhn' with Seors-
ez and Gear@e Lucas’ HobsonLacas
Family Brursiation, marking vet another
stepin the jowrrey tosave what could kave
ey ot fmenne.

{L-R) Chhaya Kadam, Payal Kapadia, Divya Prabiha and Kani Kusniti, the women behind the Cannes-winning Il W Imagine As Light".

One, two, three, four... encore

NoNIEA SINGH

T was rot just arotlsr photo-ap, but

anleanic moment etched in e et

i histony: four [redia nowanmne non the

muiet cweted stage of Cannes Film
Festival Payal Bapadin’s fietian debot, AN
W Fimagiaee Az Light', picked wp the sec-
ardd highest horour of the fedival from
Viola Daviz in the presence of Greta Ger-
wigal Barbie' fame. Astle select audiencs
vt tevenir veery o n Papyal  the first [l
an woman to win the Grarsd Prx, with
Kani Busmnti, Chlsya Eadam ard Divya
Praldsain o, the words of Bate Hodges —
“Behdind every geat woiiar.. 18 ainother
prieal o — eame o nind.

A= rave reviews are snnmming up the film
az a tale of sEterhood’ and & delicate
triple portrat of women', Zico Maite, ore
af its eo-peodicers, gushes, “The future i
fermale ™ Whatdoes the snn mean for ol
irscie vodoes, expecially those of women® “H
will be & garme-clanper,” beleves Zeo.

Payal wiheadier annthe EBaival s L0l
O aomnd in 21 for ber docwmertany A
Noght of Fionediig Nethig | bas prowed that
vt ng B impoesible. The anly other [Indian
film towin fhe same o was Chetan
Anand’s ‘Neecha Nagar' i 18486 The bt e
T Ireia to miake 1 o the competition sec-
tiorwias Shaj Barus's Swabain’ i 1904

As Paval breaks the 30-yvear jire, tlwe
winrkd 12 tryingg to figure out who this b
dle af talent fram the Film Trairing Inste

tute af India (FTTI = Heams s being
wiitten on ber individualistic vaioe, ley
chare 1o call out the powers that be during
the students’ protest at the FTIL The
dasghter of merowsed artist Nalind
Balani, she spems to lave inberited the
s artistic DA Her film's curiows title
cormnes from aneof lser motler's works.
Shiversira Smgh Dungarpar, robed Ddi-
an filmmaker and producer, wio wored
with Payal in ber formsative years, feals,
“Slhe 15 an redividual in ber carnnght” In
Bt Jee vealized back thern that <l ad i o
T o e coumted among the workd's best.
Swel high pratse md ghit seema trifle escag-
st bt e b e yin @ fhsa t b dis-
tirctivect rematic b o g s brilliant as
it & lyrcal Kan Kwsnt, wlo plays a
Mlakayali murse i e flm, shames “When
Bayal readout the sory, therewas swclben
dermess and poetic Bty to ber vision 1
wEs Curknss o ke 1 the zame would get
trarekiedontothe screen . She dd not loase
thiat ehar . Her sty ipeame thmowgh ™
Payal's suoeess sl arpees, does “losd to
a st posgibility for irdie flmona ke to
gelthe right producers and platform™.
Ziairziss thatas aprodecer, b wantsto
v an Iy on women-cenirie poojects witl
e warmen at e belm as dinecors, po-
disoirs, clrematngrapke s, editars “Thene
i careere e, intan trovertible prood now that
irachie filme carwark an e i geest pasble
levels” b abaerives.
Trarsconding boders  amd  lanneage,

e Pyl decidod o wae Mabyyalam mths
fllin, sl clid escten Bomewnrk 20 that she
chiehrs 't mise a single rate. “She warled 20
iriterssnrely arsd foarsdall the poo s Hewomrts
far e mesning, and Ko eactly what
enery winnd Toesnt,” pecalls B

Slhee can™ sny whsether wamen divectors
Bave preater empatly for women clsarac-
tersas each ore explores human minds
theenr oy, but fivds the stmospbens an
their 2otz “londer and democratic’. “Ever
when things are falling apart, they treat
thee e am with love and kmdress aduich is
leszonather sets” Kanl adds Anyworsder
then that the sctor wha lazacted insenes
likee ‘Prowcher ared “Kller Soup’, takes bame
a frierd in Payal”. Ske iz mpicing in the
e i, bt feals that ather Irclinn fms,
swch s Gurvinder Singl's “Chauwthi Koot
wihiich was in the Un Certain Regand sec-
tion in 2015, al=odese rved Tl harawr

[rckiam weonmen are raising the barioarsdl-
er level At tle 2023 Oecars’ ceemony,
Gureet Manga, producer of Bartikd Gaon:
sabves” “The Eeplant Whispenss!, had
emmed: “We &z too women from Drdia
stood an that global st g making this his-
tarical win™ Can we manifest a similar
eppoare fiom Bayial rescl vearal the Academy
Avmrds? Fieo sy, “Let’s not get too alwead
aif gursal ves” bt abeks, “We bave got great
American distr s, Side dworarnd James,
We truest thern comupletely an thet Gt

The world 12 ouwr stage. . ard mone tlsEn
e Ireclian woarnan ez oomedil.

® The fist 2ep Btophysically
mpairthe film. For this, you
Iiest have an oniginal cameana
negatve. i yods don't have it
Then you need the dupe (dupl-
cata]. You would akonead 3
mrint of the fim .

= (roe you sepai the film, you
put it through scanning, \Wet
gate or Drypate. if e negative
=0k, pofor Wetgate

W oot e digital restorsthon,
winech happens frame by
frame_'fiou control the fickes
and e siabilly YoubDalance

A

Extreme poverty to
creative triumph

Shakila's rise from the streets of Kolkata to
intemational platforms is phenomenal

Montcad roma

HIS iz a gory af an artist whose
lifie laaz mone tedzt and fums
thean a quortessential Ballywood
patiniler Her jouwmey fiom the
arestzal Bolatato Uhe lal keved portal = of
wihiite cwbe art gallenes iz rofhing ot of
spectacular. Shakila was bam to Jaberan
Bt cirecd spseert beeressarly years: goosing wpsan
the pavement along with lwer ten @sters.
Sl wems marned of f 1o Akdr, & wgetalda
] Rerr ey e s anly 12, a1l kepton
thrming wp clallenges A alver Hning
emerged in the form ol BR Paresar, akind
Frearted i bavibropist-artist, sdw elped
atveset bk in tarebern with Yumg Meay's
Cliristian Associstion. When be came in
toasch with Jakwaan, e took ler three girs
ume rhis tutelage. Whsen Shakila turmed 16,
Parsezarersbled berto frda jobas a papes
ey mabey ared his teyet with eoeativity led
Toesr kbl ity e ptinr Sl s desply
irss mescd by Beer emitar ared started making
calkames wath pEpe
Asherwark evahved, Paresar showeased
anrne of Shakila’zcollages st fhe Sodetyof
Core mgporary Artists, People wene e ey
e by ber ereatine vision, ard are thing
anvin led toamollse s Motatdy, Prom 1991 il
oo = hve s ead e aolo shows and been
partal over 30 grap ke i Bolleata. Hey
recerlly cord ubed shaomy Shakila Arhooiks
SFroore 10032024 &l the Bilar Museum,
wiichwas presented by e Cenitre af Triter-
reatiensal Moderm Art (CIMAY, wes ber first
eaduibition ey Biolleats
Sk eredits Parsesar forwihat she s oday.
“Hewes thecrm v Foree bedarsd 1oy art Mot
aunaly i o vy artatione oy ansd cokurs 1o
roe e ctbver stveed clidkdiner, beanould ale
o b e asea o eeduibibiones ard work-
s with ki, He would sk me to aonr
petewith rymell, sl s Encouragement
dleacamea oo artists swchas Bikash Blat
e ar e, Crareesdy Py ared MF Hiesain,
Shakily's wark wllecs i Wt
beapipers amourdd seeps imke my vk, ['ve
created rmaryranrheson teatmocities agarst
wmyvers g chikbeer, besides e villagers,
Wi s st & croeemnads of political gamesin
riral Irsdia, ” shee soys [ orewere toolsare
Tt e, are ersouribers an element of
it T play af amel titde of Tyes amd
meits sete eady ereation apart froam e
read. Eady work, withite rough ed ges offers

A Seene. Collags on canvis, 2007,

Uintiled - . Collage oncamas, 011

alenleddoerope of mus rgs an neal life, mak-
iy it eyl g and evodative.

Sl hass vecenmd necogn thon for ser teo
diecades of wark by the Academy of Fire
Aots, the Irdian goverrmentard TNESCO,
Slweovas the anly artist selected by the Iradia
Bestival autharities st Pars Iy Gaknes
Lafayettein 1995, ard was commssioned n
2000 by thee Harmeover Badrin Gemarny 1o
cree sommne Furdved Tratallation pleces

CINA dhivector Faaldn Sarkear says, “Shak-
e’z atary e deepyi repiration] eluarick
aifan ernermryg worman af’ our ssboont et
— Prom esdreme poverty and suffnng, dwe
ro 1o & Crealive rearrenoe awd whinmate
trivmply. She has mepeatedly restoned gur
fuith stk pemver ared magie of fee izl
ol ared it ability to wplift, irspee ard
Azl riereative eaaleroe and uoman d g
riity Her art =all aboast Bt aowd <lsaden, o1
e carafhseasce of’ reatity arsd e irdable”

Fr0Toes COURTES Y. CIMA ARTGALLERY
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PHOT &8 COLRTE Sr: FIL M HERI TARGE. FOUInDAT G

{L-) DoP Govind Mehalani
furita Patil Destarukh,
sister of Smita Patil and
direcior Shyam B
shomw the nesw poster of
Wt b ek
Ve dhraraage d negrative

o B ik,

the film and clean it up.

B Thits i followed by colour
g ading,, wihich enlails colodr
commection, and fwen maste-
ing i & sasitabde foamat.

B 3noe malaraton s compieis, a
oaludoid film = stillthe best
way of presenation. tghves a
24H resmution: What you watch
intheatresis digial, 4k resols
tion. Thats wiy direciors ke
Christophes Noldan and Quertin
Tarantimae stillshoot on fllm.

- CONATES: SAEAEA ANGY SANGAANA,
FEMMAAER RAERATHNET
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RAZA: THE OTHER MODERN
by Gveed Sen, Yashodham Dalmia
and Gayali Sirha.

Mlapin Pubiishing.

Pages 128 #1950

‘5H Rarain
ane of his
Paris studios.
OOLRTESY:
FARAFOLROAE OR,
FEW DELH

Mawog Josen

HE mak & really abowi [ndia

and Pakitan, ther newmses

and peychoses, a3 well & their

veedtl sl e ared e prepects

af peace. What i= pewr absout the
ook i& that 1 = mediated by a tradred pey-
chiatrst, Med Agraraal. Thiz & an entiely
reenw el to the 1w, bod we can anly
Loz it tartlee pescher 40 j ude sibwetbver a psy-
chotherapist's technigue of defuzing lemr
sy eckrledging regative emations
and shafting the approsch to collaborstive
problenealing”, will work in the cloome
cae of Iria ard Paleistan,

The wirtue of thiz ook = Tt while we
Fenvea otal Trsdhiars ared Pakcistanis talk ot
el otlse T Teeme e e tan protagon s,
A8 Dulat ansd A Dhurrard, b lein @ 1o escly
aftwer arsd the ir corrersition s mediated by
a wel-krerom peychistnst Apgarwal is
o oo tocwt Thiroegls deceptions ard olfles-
catiares. Thelr conversation & frank ard
e lerts i r beclommard af bein g ol ved
in the securiy services of thair regpective
oo ries, bt = sl el

The cantermparary history of India and
Pakiztan iz definitely smetlhing of & pey-

CThe Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

- BOOKS
India, Pak and the psychology of conflict

clialameal e pdrim. Whether wou can
come up with a Fresdian understanding
af'the India-Paldsan pochoizisarather
matier, ot we do koow that they are of
comumnan panentage and both reject their
arigins in their aam way. They may e
had anakber chilisational kistory, but, as
nation-states, they have had a commaom
birth. Wet, botly reject thelr commam
parertage, which iz from the Bntish
empire. Mo dowbt, their appraaches kave
been shaped by the trauma of the parent
hurriedly ard callowsly abandoming them
arstleaving behinda trail of blood, disrup-
tiary ared diglocation.

Payehalogically, Pakistan i=an intereting
entity It &= are-fourth the sime of Irdia ard
yied, it beas soneglit to maintan panty. Thisis
ot srmetluingg et B wresel o famiial
rivalry arsd the India-Pak interaction does
laake likoe & sl i apusarme | moat af thse time,

ey the decades, Pabistan o wead vark
s Tvesan A T asser T w et can only e elfoee-
tive, vt neal, pariy [ began with the cre-
ati o af s army that wes oo bi o for e real
rieeds and that army lsas siee taken aver
tlse state, claiming to e its puasnior The
ree 3 step wasan exlersal al laroe with the
U5, which enabled Pakistan 1o feld a mili-

Celebrating Raza

ELDOM have an artist's irh cenmte ey oele rations resorated

aoraes can tments. But Syed Haider Baea ams difforast. Having
spert 50 years of iz active life 42 8 pointer in Paiz, he oss s
mech Theeis: s e wras ours, In 2023, a threemaonth exhibition of
hits works was argan sed by the Progmesswe At Gallery and Razs
Foursdation at Pariz On May 31, a three-maomh ahowrerded st Duba In
etorear, several exluibitions were hald in New York, Dealhi and Mumb.

COVERT: THE PSYCHOLDGY
i0F WAR AMD PEACE
by A5 Duelat, Aead Dusvaand, Med K Apgasval
HampeLoding.
Fapes 254
fiooa

The book highlights the
importance of the
Composite Dialogue
process as a means
of promoting peace

HERE are maiae kvvers wdn donal
jusst ey a sang but take pairs 0
ke whosan git which film it fes
Tured i, whiowmte i and s oo
posed 11 The sere ane thase whn

tary mone Pl than that of Dndia by
1965 After being truncated s a war with
[rsckia in 190 1, Pakistan took the restt stepta
develop riwclear weapors o offzet India’s
size ardd stremgll Avd fivedly, dnpce the
1880 ared 19002 it Tes s conmart wear an d
tesrror s to by i ek wp Dk vt amars
agenlle A aratleast to keepit off balaree.

Lredin, tow, e had tsownobsessiorewith
Pakistan, anescample b rg the fact thatitis
anly afler the Clinese actiorne in esstom
Laxtakh in 2020 that = Avmy decided 1o
reorient el oy fromthe a-called Pak-
iztard thmeat twards the real Chirese ane.
The Iefian secwurly esfablishment aven
today mmains uncammeanly focused on
Pakiztan mone thar amyane else,

What 15 possibbe nthe hkia-Pakostan oo
teset b thene baefiome gur eyes. Take fhe el
tiarship af the too Purjabe. In BHT, ot
sidezof the bonder sy massscne and may
Tre ol mmmerse magniude. Yot today, attr
tudes towands Palkistan in mortlem Dredis
ane, perlsaps, moet moderate 1y Puanjabarnd,
[ b s s e qithon raicde sl Hoarthia
has happered = difficult 1o ssy After all,
bezides the mitial Partibon mayhem, the
perid 19001905 ar 20 saw a covert war
beinyr carned ouwt in Indian Purjab from

Stories behind hit songs

RarEsH CHOPBRA

Thiz ook laries toget et works displayed st fhesoeitetion 2 besdes
soveral otlser e works from PAGs own eollection
There are essays by art apprecialorns and veterans,
ichuding Ashok Vajpeyi, Raza's fiersd amd divector af
1l Raza Brurdation, ant lsbnan Yaeshodhara Dalmia
and ant evitics Geeti Son and Gayatrd Sinls,

The wntmgs offer a rch, layered armd ooalowrful
glimpse it his life. How be amved in the thrving
metropeliz of Bambay in 143, joined the JISclool af
Artand fowrda dizcerming teacher inWalter Langham:
mver, &t director at The Thirees of Fidia, who introduced
Tt e wra oo Europe an artists. And, bosy; the genr
eral stmosple e of effervesce nos nafies India sw the
(st exlibibion of the Pogressivwe Artists Group in
1948, of which Fazy wasan impartant memiser

Hiz muonve to Brareein 1950 irl warce of thestmsctume af
Cerarire, cokurs of Van Gagly; theadvent of fhe Miduon
hiscarnas dunng his mitial yeas o Pars ad 12 many
rouar Batatiors aeroes e years; lis Last days in Dndia._thee sy eqplore var
o Faoets of Juis practios. The ook alao shatiers e misoance plion that he
anly pEivted lardscapes, Hiz sarly drssings in the collectian irdicate ks
excphaations with studies of the uman Agure. Thrmegbout, though, the tone
af iz wnrk derived From Dradia n mdrtadures and Drd an seetbetic traditions.

The book 12 azrich s the e SH Raes lved, his legaey comented by the
high prices his works commarnd today ks earvases still o o of erergy
— sometimes o quiet ergma, attimes: famdng with pesion —'TNS

ey wart to Jero B g particwlar san @ came
1o e, the stories behind = making. The boale,
“Lymics by Sameer’, & for the latter varety

The book chromicles 50 hit songs writlen
by lyricist Samesr in the 190z and 20002
and recourts how they porminated and,
going though variows processes, bacame
fimzhed produects.

The Eightie: was an era of action flms il
Loy it S Ghayamat Tak' bucked the tremd.
The Az Ehan-Jubi Chawla gamer browglit
a beath of fresh air tothe film ety and its
musie did worders. Love stories onoe again
W e I VOge,

Saruear, e o ofvelars nlyrictst Arjaan, lad
e wmting son g for quite same time Tl TH'
bappered in 1990 ard gave him his first major
hitt in Mhifhe teeid o ooge, mighe chatii o
e’ Westteame Anahigin . afilm woven amourd
& bumsel of aopgs written by Sameer and comy
pead by Madeem-Shravan. Nomr ke saenie
Jigarke pass’ from the flmbrowght Sameer his
first Filintire troplye. With “0H Hai Ke Masida
Nahi'avd " Socgoon’ Sameer stamped b aut b
ity i thee il v spers a2 far o wonmantic mem by
W e eorsca rred.

The baok 1 epletewith mteresting anecdates.
O sweh meident & that ohie Phool Aur
Koavite' was being made, director Bulku Eokli
waz aehed by muse composer Madeem if e
conaled boang the bero fior the resd music seszion.
Ohee chay, Baohili entered tlwe mam along withan
avera ge-look iag young man who looked rer
cus He introdueced the man sz Ajay Deven
MNadeem gt upset ard mmediately lefl the
oyt Hle s st 1Pl s the e ol the film,
Theers e oould ot makethe musie. But the diec
tor assured e oomposer s the man had
petibeitial The mucnrie wrart o 1o b o b g desor ot
e b affioe ared H=som g Modie par toned
ki bt was & charth ster.

Then there 15 the story aof bow filmonaker

LYRICS BY SAMEER
by Samesr Angaan and Shia Al

Mluka ] Amarsdwranibed B o wrte a grarsd patre
aitic san g for ks film This’. When be, alang with
composers Shar kar-Eleaa n-Loy, preserded the
2ng Seio g @ dicdya wolo b iz sia
e e chnd " o lbol, Tve doved i1 sommuieels thaat e
arrsrurced thatwh e the budpet ol the lmaas
6 crane, T wioukd allocate T8 erore anly for this
s But desting had other plans, O mom ing,
Bk | sl away o lowin g cardiae arest amd
the film vz shelved. T-Heres e producers of
e il turwed the song into analyum The song
s shatwith @ smal ] badged on Jubwbeads.

[ iz mot that Samesr always wiobe mood poet-
ry. He pandered 1o the pullie taste amnd evwn
wigte mear rgles Dvrics ke “Matic to mateseja
ha tha, iais 1o bhelpn bha vala tha'. With
pirsctiaee 15 raki R d el e for T s dioor, Sameer
beecame s prolifie that 2oom kis name featuned
i1 thee Gusin vz Book forwmiting the mesdmum
i of smgs

[ thiz ook, Sameer bee rarrated inmm mer
dble rscidents behind his swecessiul sones. Co
author Shuja Ali has prezented fhem insucla
ey theat 1t makoes for e nestin g reading.

[ relate mare to the muzic made 111 the
Eighities but there are some songs of the pres-
ant era that have the oldwarld charm. O
swch meldy 12 “Teie waam huireie kg hai
el apa aain e Musie diregtor
Himesh Reshammiya put his beart amd soul
mita the composit on, No prizes for muessing
whawmte i
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s 17 Pk tetan Pumjal, Despate this the
Yok af’ sirt-Beluel i rhetorie leard in otlwer
parizal moells Diadia is abeent in Panjal.

What iz poszible iz alzo vizible 1 the
20042007 period when the intractahble
problem of Eashmir was onthe wime of
rezglution thmugh a pmcess  tlat
irrghed ey @des arnving at a comproe
mize after a decade and a hall of a Bak-
istan-backed insurgency.

The baak kighlights the mporanee of
the Compasite Do ke process tlat took
place betwmern VT ard 2008 &2 an imgar
tant means of promating peace betwesn
thetwaeourtries. Uiderth s e ton sides
dizewsmed the enlire range of issues
etween them: Jammu and Bashmir, -
rariEm, Sisclen, Sir Creek demareation,
Tulbul ravigation prajpect, eoananic and
cormeneial eooperatior, ard poomatian of
friemdly exchanges.

Thee khesa wras a simulareoes dialomes an
these isaws and a proeess throegh whid
amaller problems being resobned budld the
revaarverr fior sohr g the larmer g Mew
ermird thet this did red quotesrark the way
it wasz interded to; revertheless, it made a
majar cluange o the texture of Inds Pak-
ista nrelitioee,

AIIN

BACKEFLAP

THE DISTASTE OF THE EARTH
oy Fynpinaam Sing Nongkynrin
Rengusin Random Howee.
Pages417 %790

Lruapired from the tragie kve story of
Lieng Maksw, a quesn, ard Manik
Baitang, a pawper this moel explones
e retume al urman exctsle e, r@aiang
questions abows earthly powers, gdly
dizpersation, ard where our antfhroe
poceiinie sititsde i leading us.

HATHMANDU CHROMICLE
by Ky Rajan, Al K Thatkue:
Fenguin Randaom House.
Pages 250, %450

The mucl-vaunted Idic-MNepal
“spaecial relat orshp’ kas e peatedly
expenenced sethacks, Why & thene

20 much muieal distrus and suepi-
clan ? Thiz boak tell: the staes of

[diaMNepal relations thal lamgely
refrain wrkrnown

Multiple reconfigurations in Punjab’s cultural life

Sarm Misea

UMJAE as a histarical regian las

been distinetive in some waya

Boeiryr & firomvtier mare, it s e

shaped by muliple migratons

ard merrerne s of peope, inamd
aut. Asa result, the prowthof the rerionbasz
been marked by corsiderable Mudities
Theeson huave lsapmec fwe ol tural and tryrs-
tic ke af Pum jats.

Aler e Britieh taloemer in the mid-15Hh
cerrbury, Purgabd society weas thnmrnopen 1o
rvberr influerses in e formof res toch:
rkogies, irstitutions and e ducation. Sigif
cantly the shapng of Pusjalbs culteral e
ez o tored &= muwds by e new dovel
aipreris as bopalder realities

The ook wrsder review talls the stones of
mutiple recont gurstions ard transbms
tiors in Purjab from e mod- 1l oo fury
anywarts. Thee focws of th book & primarly
air cutume, preist, i tersture ard maoderr edu-
ot and hc'l'-'.l'ﬂ!ﬂ.- Tevre interacted arsd
intersected with gquestions of gersder, el
g, casbe ard lanmeage. Modern Punjab's
enpourbers with s own past were marked
reeed e r by et enner thee st vaor A pers-
der i, bul by cestive regilistons
between the ton A syreetc ard multe
strardbed poa metained corsiderableawinrg
rvy arsc ped stod e hamaogeniting and -
re gt mmpulses of maodermity.

Doadsereizthiz mareevidert tha nin neli-
gicres life. Punjab's expenences with the
zore of faith were wnwsnal inome ways
Tl chom raand. poese e of fiormal and doe-
trivaal faith systems swch o lhmand Hin
chuniam T red beervery swocessiul incast-
ing Punjabi religines life into their own
mnelds [ retaired cormiderable sutoromny
Tl sz qf fyrmmal neligars |2 general iy
premised on the idea of bamdanes. Reli-
o ife in Purjab, by cantrast, wias based
an Py, unckear and, aften, compleely
mizing dividing lnes. This began to
clamge i modern tmes with pressunes
Prevm tavp oo formal Hirdwizm, lam ard
Sikhiem This aspect of Punjalis religiouws
lifie Tuns ke ot out muest competent-
Ly i thee ezzay by Yogmealy Sreedyd Terribord-
alizin g Shares inthe Sacred Lardscapes of
Pumjaly’, easily the best part of the ookl

Lrs Srehi’s view, Punjab’s traditional reli-
o lifie, fowrded i local sscred shrines,
Tunn ez afin By weesi stend s s s by
frmal iretiutionalized relimions. But in
midcherms e, Theey bee g 1o e Ao iat-
el Iy fioema lreli glors. Ritwalizmofthe local
sacred shrines came weder pressue of
seripturaliem, The eamples fom Gurd-
wiars Blagat Jalan Diason the Drdo- Pak bor
dier, the Durriara temple ot Amorisar, ard
the shrineaf Ghuwream Shanf in Patials &0
the story ol the @ momerters betoreen doctri
il pressures at e fop armd 1 local reali-

PFUKIAE] CENTUR IES: TRACING
HISTORIES OF FUNILAE
Erfiiedd by Anshis Malhota.
Orent BladkSean
Pages 391
2150

ties, The saceed obyjects and arefacts, and
10 practized ribeal £t these aieswene 2ech
that they defed any meat and oochsive
ideriflcation with Hindwism, Elam and
Sikhiznm Mare of these shrines confiormed
o thee st rebands preser bad by the hgh cul
tures. Bath syreretic ard unbournded, they
practised versiors of Faitl 1hat were rocted
e i Purgalys entangled real ities @il
tham i forma ] religows doctrines

What weas tree af Punjab’s religius life
wias alan tree of s inguiste profile. Mary
speach ms, lanpuages aed soniptzexisted
witheret &y clear pettern of & lanmeage-
seript idertificaton. Mo aript was mondpse-

lisesd Iy aurpy sirghe larmen g drd vice weisa.
Purijalsi lan gusage bad growm by e amalgs
mation of mulipe aral and litesary fomms.
Thee arrival of print oo gerised ard =t
g e i 2 ot ke ety Bt easen 2o, the
eartier frmswere rotentively ablibesaled.

T arrval of print dide't just atter Pure
jab's Iterary ard linguishie pofile. [ alzo
iritroacieeed pewr cuthural B ard =tyles in
Purijalyz]ife ek ged the st af the read-
g ared writing pellic. Several people wiode
o thedr Ived Bves ard reflocted an fhe times
they were lving in In the prooess, tley
became acutely samre of their aae, mwli
s and gerder identities An umcate
gortsed  and  rebulas  corociousress
became much more explicit and reflooe.
A they muade serme of the wxld they aene
Irang in,guestions of g e caste ard el
gin irevitady artioed n ther expeo
rations. Many essavs in the wlume hee
highlighted this churming in Pusjabl cul
tura] arsd ddeatiore 1ife,

Tse prodwction of new teds arad kel
edge aften retrieved okber con frantatiors of
histery In thiz venture of miveving the
et Bty wa s mod j st rowghit alive, ot
afterirneribed ard mmarutsetumed. The e
imagisations of past everts were ake
shaped by contemparary oonRderalions,
Thee article by Fardka Singh desenises o
el listorical evernt frommthe 1th century
ard mary pepresen ations of that event n

the histancal memary of the present. The
eventbekng tothe late 18t century wisn
the Sikh army led by Baghel Singh, an
impertant ehieftain from Purjal, ertered
Drelki ared bad & confromtation with the
Mughal army amowsd the Red Fort. The
worrlmntation eventeally ended ina selthe
rerst This everst be besery stared in histor
ical seepwnts of the time, plays and paint-
itgs. They offer different versims af the
event Howevera Victary Dy argarsed by
the Delki Sk Gurdeara Maragement
Committes i the Hed Fort i 2014 created
itz Etorical mermory afthe event. The
anmeal celelratiors af Victary Day will
obvicsly impart 8 pew hisoncal oo
srimines of the Wt cemtury avent.
Sinpgh's arficle kas highlighted the oom-
ples ared unersy relationship beween lis-
toryard historical memaorny.

Full africh detailz the volume has iold dwe
stores af multiple reconfiguradions intlecwk
Pl i oo Py oy 1 Pt o demvtumies,
ainee the 19l ey, prtoadardy in te
spleneal s g, religion, casteand gerder
Wt i= perhaps missing is an ower-arching
rarmative to brng the disparae thresds
together The volume & dotted ity saneeal
it factual detadls seatiered all aver,
writlsoeut o af an effr to tie Them toge v
er b a sngle comprelerEve marmatie
Mlech like Purgal, e ook an Purjal ala
Tl v Leriboarsded s rvul ti-stearsded.
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GOOD SPORT

o0 HIT MAHAJAN

FTER thwe IPL firal was won by

B lkats Kright Hiders, after the

cricket lhad ended, the fairasha

began, The camera followed

tenmm awrers Slal Bukh Klan
ardd Jubi Chawla in the dressing room, and
Bl rathser thao crichetors beca me e oor
trepiece of the media coverage.

Old-timers gputtened at this hamor for e
phiyerdre s noam bz g bean cansdered
aff-limis for TV camveras — and for evers st
cameras inthe past

Bt fhve maores af cricked have dhanged anmxd
thee camern i everyalere — this bothers not
just abd-timers, ever setive pliyers fank fe
camera s becameanuzance, Andall for eve
talls ard momey,as Irdia captam Rolit S
s well ks,

Balt Sherma, alsa fomer Murnbal Indiars
captain, was enraged after his comersation
with a KER ooach, Abhishelk Mayar was
e crvicbed arsd o ied despite bz objections. “The
Ines of cricketers lane beomme @0 intnsme
st et camner 2 ane vy recandin e very s1ep
arxd cornsersatiorwe anelaving in privacyeith
aur friende and colleagees, al traming of an
matchcdays,” Rahit posted on Taitier.

“Dheapi e askivng Star S ports o rot reead my
canversation, it vasard was alao then plyed
an aiswhichiza each ol privacy The reed 10
get exchEne content ad Bowsed anly on

The Sunday Tribune SPECTRUM

REFLECTIONS
Intrusive camera-derie

e and e ngagerer will are day break the
e et e fars, erichetors and ericket.
Let bether sermme poevail,” e added.

Micheal Hokbing former West Indies fast
toder, supparted ol Sharmea, and lament-
e tht morality inevicket oadessting ma-
s re o, U corurse, e Jshs a paint — ded-
initely: It'sa bit wnethical of the roadeaster to
o thsat, espe cally 16 ee b alvesdy adoed vot 1o
reoord. .. What you'ne doingiz rot ilegal bt
e ne i snmed lin meal led muorality. But Tm ot
Aure i thoee things matter any kin g™

It's ot just cricket oadcasting — the
ethics of erickel as a game, like that of Life,

By placing cameras in
every hand, mobile phone
manufacturers have
tumed everyone into a
chronicler and performer

have undergane o post-cormertonal morali-
T el with dizsean certing speed n the Lt
ihesabe T 0.

Tl elyurn bas boon @used a2 iz olten e
aase, by masey. [PL: Blons have belped
marfaeiue comersis n owrel T20crck-
e, upturning oorwen thorsal wisdom of crcket.
Thee spoirt s et Simsy Bt i now alen the
rral tal kedhabsout ore, gusled over Ly crick-
el's legards.

Eleven years back, Tarak Sinka, e great
Dielli ercket caach, svpressed Tislose fhr the
[PL s “Tt's Hhe & cnrsoer™ Wihser thizwriter
povirted aut 1o lim that legerdary aicketers
ik Sl Cranvash ar ard Ban Shastn wene ik

mestactve and ertlu=sste promoters — for
alange e, of eourse — ke said: “TPL ks peo-
plewhoare hived o speak goad afit It s poison
fir erichet, Supporting it for maorey 12 1ike @l
iryg cocaine fora ving ™ Hars words, neflect-
iy e ancinad thy o e tiames b oo wpi rard
et o ke e mamve, the 19502 ard 1960,

Buimarality isn' absolute — insporl a3 n
life, it evoles; Sinha's Wtberme sz with the
desrplution of the sport he loved, in the past
15 years of his life, refllected iz inability 1o
clange with the times. He mailed against the
fomce of T2 ericket, despaiving bt resalute,
tothe ard; Bizhan Singh Bedi, whodied last
e, ekl 1l same

Gavaskarsdevobion for days enchet | First-
Clazz ared Test cricket) i the stulf of legersd,
Tee baacd such diadain for Ore-day oricket tlsat
iz bk om crichket i the vear 1983, “Ricis o
Ruitiz', conlaire just a fow pamerapls an
Irckia's wrin 1m thse 1983 Warld Cup.

But Gaveskar, born thres years befone Sin-
T, bz sppmy e v gatic Jas views mone
malleable: 'z evalved wath tle times ard
vy ean speak abvait the primacy of Tt
criche tard Thewarder= of T ercketTPL, a1l
ir thee zame breath

Az T Foorbat Slstrmaa ard b is destive for priva-
oy, that's rot a e story, for celebrities have
abvays been clmsed by cameras, ard bycmoaeds
beefome cameras cme inlo e ng

Hiz ery fior privecy brings to foe the larger
el e whiguitows e of the canmers — by
placing camveras v every bard, mobile plars
marfaeturer: e turred everyore inla &
chmmicler and perfrmer Everyact of T kas
beecammea perihrmance, andevery plneoarr
ar & performer wio, wnlike Balbit Sherme,
cranes puhlicity — arsd = ailling 1o farsaloa -
sy A losver starsdands of morality mmpoeed
by ety — v fame ared maorey.

Bitter home truths with Jagg’

Pinjeb drame Fogen ', weleased o MUBL, s
heeni getting rove et for dabmoe adid o
et erpdo ntiont oz of secwal iy and bl
g it a rurad sediiing Sheebal falka 1o dinedor
Arenod Stadfi. Eorosmsta

B b tlaat Panggi” s Mia y avadlalde oo OTT,
wiat hias e te pespomse?

[ Beeme bseers Pleacbend bl calls ard mesanmes
Feople havwe shared how they lunve been
thiraiggh the same trauma For mangy, oo’
1o presents a persarsa ] reality that s for long
e igrsomed ar @ mply buned. The most inber
exting e ssames o that 2wclh flmes ek e
made in Punjab milkerthan the clickdd ores
thsat hit the theattes every Friday

B How difficult was the whole proeess of
seripting, acting and d Fectho?

Weaavrare all studertsaf theatre arsd we e part of
Al kar Theatne Group. Ramonish Chaedlbary
weans @ jurdar ard [ had divected Jim in ore off
my payvs. When [ narated the stary be
thaon il it's & suliject Tt desorves afilm The
arly challenme was the lack of eqgepment. 5o,
must of the semes wene shot in @ single take.
There wene techrdeal burdes which we a5 2
et rovaren ged 1o cvrenoame. To keep 1t peal 1
preferred lang shots ard a2 everyador lad a
backgroursd in thestre, i wentoffsmoothly.

B i afll mthat shoeutally et and send the,
T s Femreest, by i chosicbendt 1o Tk & film

RIMA DHILLON

The wood & wwoeld be very slent {f no
Uil sang there” — Henry Van Dyke

HEORGHOUT histary, human-
1y lwns been captivatad by the
allurealbinds. The i ek, sorao-
dyramie bodies, the i mastery
af Might over vast distances: ard
beights, amd their inticate mest-building
cldlls e served as an irspiration for
counitless imvertioreand nmovstiane.
Bind obeervation tikes an mynad foms
end Irdividual imibuing it with their oo
wrilgee passinn and perspective. Whethear
its e appers purswit of binderatelamg, the
i 1 e boiredi vy, fhee eseciteme it af tod i,
ar the artistry of lnd phatogea phy Facil itat-
ed by the advent of affordable digital cam-
erazwitl poaverfil lerses, & oo Thpesad
remaire an wrwavermg faedrstion it
hirds their bebadoe mesliesee, inteli
gere, and the tenacity af their existernce
st Ivumnan Drber e nerce,
A leare fior the cutdoors ard an interest in
e wiorld of birds waz awakoned in me

i ki sturr @ peal ity that s presvalent in rural
Puryjaby ared 122001 rod called out, it mesrt we
e edadly Doben Larithary evertuality. [ think
e were all very well tramed by Osabmesly
Bl Sir to apprasch any spere faaressy
Bhr the interse mle of Jamr, Ramrizl was
basircbec the aeript Seven months prior to e
ot to trabdise e tra s and snageles. He
atayed sy Piom The otheraciors arsd the andy
iriprts carme fiom me sotlat the rdicule Jag-
g faced omeld trarsd raell an to the soreen.

B How luss thvieriat boe poooess of mnaldng Roag-
gt a1t asceess clanged vouand the tean?®
It Tz e el everything for ws Tiwnaswlen
[ thersght of making this film that [ boeglit a
mmera Romoish ard Harmasdeep Singh,
et play e muain clarscters, wepe sy

INDLAN 'WHITE EYE

there with me. Hirman wsed to wark &2 an
Aoz dbelivery oy Wisen [asked him if be
coutld aszist me, e agmeed without 1Thinking
tonce, despite bevimg anly a few seeres. He
picked tripods and s bed me oozl the
making of “fagol’. Ramrish too miched in

We mache he whode film travelling on amdoar-
eyele o difTenent ploces. Wedid everyiha g our
sahyes, fioay editing tosoursd designandwoekd
it fardays ina small apartmeart whiiealso dulbs-
biryg, My mothee rwvas al ana meeat boet. W made
e it with mero esclerral fursd g ared Tivally
fomurnd preachcers: fomrgvur raend o et 2 ey
it talent amd woirk thoougeh inber et o fes-
thvala It motivatedisa ot

5 W s £l nack upson el e e peder e <
[ exmmicher Avrerag Kashyvap as my pur . He
e ssid that ore can make amaovieth o g
a plorse ard it really irepired me [ was a
great harour to see him present owr film
There's a film, 4 Moitha, 3 Weds aiid 2
Dage’, et inspines me. [1 iz ditected by
Criztian Mungin. [ like every film of has [t
irs Phe reces my filmmak ing.

B Fagei supposedly i based omnt e event s,
s based omn faets but thene ane aleo ficetiorsl

irputs. I's a mic of five-ax inckbent. Fo
irestaree, are came fom my bother's lostel,
aifl seriors sl y assauling mrrs. There's
alana rewrel,“Robi Biabaan”, by Barmg it Singh
Blissaa T ke cicd Beelp i nesesmel worke

Fire Inthe hills

RAAM BHASIN

RN m any direction arsd

arse will zee smoke, if ot

1he five itzelf Allacmes 1he

krwer ard mid-hills af e

weslern Himalayas, fopest
fires are maging. Fires i e hills, and
alzowlere, ame nol rew W s
Kalks-Shimla raikvay lise  started
furcticning in the early 2th century,
spairke s wionald fly oaet af the ool da-
ing locomotives. These wer lekl
maprEible for flames alng the
slopes. Villagers wh lived along the
track complainad that thelrerops wera
affected amd grasslands, an which
Thoed v eatthe dheperaded, we e destioyed.
Ay aten al compersat onwas worked
caitarsd, swddenly, theme vazaspurtin
the mumber of fires. Spark arresor
climmieys, [ke thoee wwed on looome-
tivies 1het steamed acroes the Amen-
can praiies, wene matalled and oflser
irmations added. The fies conesed
by the Jocomotves stopped but e
cla s fior oommpercestion did mo

[n 2003, [ jpired a group of fHerds
that was walking down the Kalka-
Shimla rallway track 1o commend-
rate a centerary of iE corsiruetion
Alang & shart streteh, 1 was gaing 1o
e Ik with thee m for o deny, Ty waone kd
take four days and oover the entire
lemgth Wy reason for choesinga am-
e day was guite ample. Dwanted to
walk along, argusbly, the prettiest
slmetel which les botweern the sta-
tiowres of Fanhlighat aod Bandaghat.
Thiz & the section where the perma-
rerit way does not run close o e
Tl oy bt vesrs sy o e appa-
zite giche o the Bl Ovpen rasslards,
patches of woodlard ard a few small
villapes mark thiz steetch. On e
walk, marrng thiz image of “chooo-
late-ox’ beauty, thene sene snatles
of chamred trees and blaclkened
o, These were remuants of pre-
Vi fires. At the same time, [aas ot
prepared for the mbbizh which
detszed thiz beauty ard lay parkedin
every possible nook and cranmy Fif-
teseryears later, in My 2018, [ became
a part af & massive clear-wp along e
BlallesS i mla rai bovmy track  Ar indtia-
tive hed been talen by Himachal's
Legal Services Authanty ard hun-
dreds ofvoal urbesrs remvoned a @ grfi-
carit anmowrt of the s that Tad
aocumlated al oo the T,

A e monitlhs 1ater, [ was traveling
ar 1l teain wihere the ares lwad been
cleared. A fatlser peesed an empty bodt-
tle to the mother who pazsed it to their
o qdalld ard ot of the wirdow it
went, Ome af the passengers, very
palitely, remarked anthis The genthe-
v, withw b thee empty bottle arig-
irssted, was meady for o fglit; the lady
cried, “What el & ame aspposed ta
ebey®™ I a1l Tikee] nnnet, 1hoe il womvncked
Yave Jearnt that it was scceptable 1o
toss aree’s rulbiish anywhers, In con-
versation, there ane very few g
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thet will put me an the back foot
regarding my country. e of these =
litter, arsd our see g irdi ference o
lwere we thmoay cur rubbish, That day,
everyane i the aompartment fel
ilerit. Ty, plice st aree leld pois
tire beauty seem to have embraoed
filth witly open arms. All across fhe
hillle, thsesperwracs: & e wee ol e jalos
wisen we s a bit of colour emerge
with thse sprng tha Tl first flowers
are ooming wp, we wowld tell our
sohres. Mow, that bit of calour, oflen
erruet, 15 a peece ol plastic ar an emp
tysnelet that bod e avverad by the
sy s T decided 1o peveal itaelf
I 1l hills, an ol der gereration will
tell o theat if yors can avoid dalng o,
by vt gy amsdd i & chdr i (i
b erplid) fopest. While the tres bes
certain mediciral guealities theommeral’
pire meedles ard their chemical corr
tenit ddoes pot allow any ashetartve
wrscbermrerartty, Tl spmivyes can run dry.
T s aba the weoadks Tt s mast
prore tofines —some of whil chare accr
dertal ardd aomme seem to lave been

Fire & fury marked the
speeches of electoral
hopefuls. What is of
note is that no one
mentioned environment
and its protection

detierately 1. There = & premse that
larsd cleaed with five wall vield a betier
crop af praze i themon s,

Termows 2 1 may @eom, tere 12 4
carmection beteeen Billen pire e
cllles, Jitter ard five Sameof the rebbizh
is Bammaeard what 12 ot work it
way o chaneels ard  adversely
affects the springs and streams. Bot
the=, 1ike The orse thiron T the trair,
can e the g et cul prits of them all
They &t a3 magnifying glases amd
caars s e wionds alight.

Chirist Churehin Basmelibasa plague
marking the death of teo Britih sal
diers, Selby Lane and Richand Read,
i died fighting & forest fire iIn 1455
wiich, . threatered 1o destoy
Bl Like them, thene must b
e albers alo leve hod mo
plicpues tomark thed rpasane. Humans
apart, Thoesards of birds, ireects and
arimal s aben ks thedr o Thise wlo
survive bewe ot then halbitats amd
thseir chan sl passible remvery The
adeks ave Aacked agairet them as they
are the lowes rung on natune’s food
by, wihich beiss e broken.

Tl 12 arather Blawe mong semes
the hille Fie ard fury marked fhe
speactes of electoral opefuls. What =
af mode 15 that mo o mentioned the
eriarime it ard it protection. This,
after the lad devadating marsoon,
sihich is mod even & vear ald T 2020,
thene were 16 Lardaides; in 223 thera
e 165, A gy &2 2500 Iomes wera
cheestvonyescd arad o SO0 persore died.

lranshiibe rature walk s corcducted by our
teachers, while ] wasats boanding scloal in
Shimla. From the e mder age afzeven, itisa
jorirreey that s, over the years, rhren me
imvalsslle inigkts e the Tves of our
i fhy espesed nimn e e

Birdwatching =n't merelya pastime, it's
ar immersne expenenoe, 4 portal through
wilielsonse car rai prokursd urdersts rding
and appreciation for the nincate ees of
e tiny crestures

Biriz ame presnt everywhbere, they
b every oorrer of our planet. All i1
takes iz & momenl of stillmess, a guiet
obesryation, to imvite them inte owr
midst. s akin to meditation, & trsargul
communion willh pature, Some of my
most chenzhed brdeaiching moments
havre un folded right in my own garden .

Amidat the tumad of the pardemic n
2020, with time hanging beavy anomy
harets, [ embarked ona projectto create s
sl lwa terbaody in my backyard Itwasas
mue b for my own solace a3 it was far the

birds Despite the chaos engulfing the
warld, the =oft murmer and babble of the
water a2 i1 trickled down the water clan-
rel ared fiell dnto the pord weme infirtely
squtl ings tothe meres. It atteeted & lange
speciesalbirds captivating the mtemstaf
vy ertire family

Ozerving the loemnchy ot the bodbatl
bocame a daly meal & testament o the
irtrcacies of avian social dysamies. The
first to oome weene e stately doves, fol-
Teviencl o e By, Bl sl s LA Ty, thee
spirted warblers. The antics of the Indiag
White Eve wens a treat to wakh s they
danced ard splashed and futtered their
fesatheers with great absarsban.

The rewards of my backvard aagis wene
aburdamt, weleoming & diverse aray of
avian viators over The ercuing years [doe-
wmented over o hundred species, inelwd-
ing @ Spotied Flycstcher,a rare gem previ-
ausly urseen in our reglon, ard several
oiloers deermed wn oommaon.

Amang these vsitors, the Jungle Bal-

blers stood aut, thelr greganas mature
belying & prafensd sene of commurnity.
Dhesspite thee ir rausoo-ss ke b ¢ they epit-
amzed soldarity, rall ying aoursd a fallen
rest with wravenng support wetil the
fledglings cowkd iy wp into the tee.

Az parents, binds ame  unparalleled,
embodying & @ liless devotion to their of-
spring B & a common dght to aee the
oo mesting Redsattled Lapaing call
ing owdly s 1 dve bambe dogs tat miglit
stray elose o e pest,

Tse tirdest of birds will work wetivingly
frovm buikding the e to bringng wp the
busd, proectivg and eapin g thwm from
b, imparting Lifeskil lard finally etting
thsean Ay of o lead indepersdent lves

Thee rest bodldimg o bility of mury species
iz amaring. It & oommon keowledg that
the engimeerng =kills slown by Baya
Weavers in building thedr rests are wed as
sty mebe s in anchdtecturs. Azly Prinms
ard Talodvind are adept seamatreses
They s together theedges of the leaves

with fine fdant fibres
Wet, amidsat the awe-ireprng Weauty of
the avian warkd, there kams a shadow of
ooroerty Birds are terseioes i ther will to
survive agairet all odds. Howewer abitat
logs, driven by lumsan erscmaclment, pok
luticn and envionmental degradation,
poses a prave threat worldwide, Wetlareds
draimed, forests flled, grasslinds ramed,
rivers mimed for sand — each ecsystem
leet 1= a blow toavian biodmersity
Birdwatching iz more than just a hoblby,
1"z & reminder of Bowrwe areinbercan rect-
cod with ol Tivirg beings ardame custodiars
of gur plamet. Let we, therafane, hoad 1l
call to protect ard preserve the preciouws
ey stems that sustain them During the
Tuot ek mysumnonne, it s important 4o make
sure there i emough water for the birds.
Plaoe samter bowls at various places while
ercurng they are cleamed regularly and
Tilled writh fresh water
— The writer i & predde rof
Charnudiggarh Bivd Chal
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HE amrusal Char Disam Yaira m

Mttarakhand (ol 1o e oo

fised wath the traditionsal fou

chaiies of Hindw reli gion) oom-

ez lour mapr shnses —
Warmrain, Gan gotn, Bedarnath ard Badn-
rath Etrctly in this seguereel, alllying
the Garvwal rerion Yamrotrl ard Gane
gy, From wlsere the sacred Fivers Yame-
ria ard Gangaongisate, e in Uharkashi
dhiztrict. Kedarrath, a major Shanva shrine,
are af the 12 Purmnie Jyotifingss, sud to
have  been  establizhed by Adi
Sankarachkarya, iz in Rudraprayagdistrct.
Badrrsly, ashrine devoted to Lond Vishe
i, i i Chamalidistret

It's a crisis of our own making
asan unprecedented surde in
the number of pilgrims and
tourists at Uttarakhand’s
shrines throws life out of dear
andtests sustainability levels

Traditiarsally, pilenms from all over e
oo ritry vz e b reees et r Avpr Vi ay
arnd Oetobser Movern b Thse ahir mes e owt
af bourds during winter months & the
entie ansa 2 wrdber srow; ard the deities
are melocated to altermste sies, Omnee the
araim elts, 1lsese deities ane carmiod tothe
angialplace ina proces=nna th great fare
fare, with the bard of Garlal Rifles 1
atterstance. Fach shirine mapens ana pre
clae ot caloulated by astmlogers.

The high priests of Badrnath am anm-
rally Mamboodirs Brabmins from Kerala,
wha are zakd o leve Been irstalled by
Sankaracharya himself The rulems of
Garlywm] e beer repardod o an e
natian of Lard Vishnu and addressaed as
- Bodidn Badw in Garlsal lingo, meaarn-
ing, the speaking Lord Badn. This myih
cantimees to thrve even thowgh rovalty
bz Joryg beoery absnlizlhed.

Auperirt Pt palori e g, peaple alao thrarg
e shnnes for perfomming van s rifeals
like yagyopaint (thresd ceremonyl, i
civit Porsuring of aealph, and fure ey riw-
alz, ||:|'_'|'|.::d:u1g ghinddha. For thess mitwals
there are different sets of priests like
Semwalz, Gamlaz, Hatomls amd [Hmris
il pesi che i adjoin ng villages

[ was oboiorws that peaple providing oth
ar zaryices would aleo setfle down in the
ity Like, tls parters, wha would carry
rot only legrage, but also the okd and
infirm peaple in large wicker baske s, The
shephends rearing furry sdveep and provid-
ing wann mattesses ard Bankets. Wen
and wamean whowoild pok ard 221 Ao
ers, s me speds, drae water, ele.

[ olden times, this pilgn mage was oo
sidbered very di (el and ardy ald peap e,
il were free fom their family obligs
tiors, dared to wrdertake it Tlwere wers 10
roaids, the narmmy paths were treacheraens
and the nclement weather was a big
deterpert. Mary died on the way either
bbb patural calaities ar some eplden-
1. For instaroe, thousards perished from
plague st Bedarrath in 1823, as necarded
by Brig Surgean G Hutchesorn, Saritary
Commizzianer for Morth West Prorimoes
ardd Tudh. Those pilgrms who dide
return wene given wp as desd by theirkin
ardd meganded a5 having attamed seoksho.

Thee Chiar Dsam Yatra received an impe
tus after tarakbard was carved out of
Uttar Pradesh in 2000, With agricultural
ard trade activity ol quite productve
ard otler mears of livelilood very limit-
ad, leading to a maszive eodes of able
badied meanin seareh of employment, this
pllerimage was 206n 88 8 maney-Spinres
& T S0 e of revenue.,

The idea vas Sir enowgh, et the imple
mertatiordide T essetly oo sooomding totls
aeriph. With meet wvizitors iring plusd cabs
fievm Dielbai o Db, eating ot swvanky
re starants and saying at fancy resarts tlat
benve mrasshiroarmed all over the ealpopula
tonis o nger themajorberefiday of this
srireifall 1 e trave] agents or the pesart
crrer zitting far away in2ome metopolis
Wi e MO g mOrey.

As the govertment agencies werrt on an
overdrive, they loat zight of the faet tlatl
et plgnms af this e ane rot visting for
aryy real salvation, but et as ounsts.

Thiz year the crape for Crar Dlsam pil
rimuage beas reached ridicwlows ropartions,
parily becaee of the lype coeated in the
alection year The llabized eagerres 1o
wakch the apening ceneman y of the 2hrmes
bizs dchebendd 1 e ool rusle, Wiy thee sairec-
T ssmetarim of Badvirsy, the most e
gueried shrine, apered an hlay 12, mone
thar 200000 peranms were present inside a
commpoured wlicl can barely hold 500 ata
e, Thee g perin g ceremany &t Bedarmatl
i bl 3- Jermn-Bo g agubese. Wlome thear s
lakbpenple bevevizibed Bedurra th withina
fortmight Little sersder then that meary 60
peranrs kave died o far due to varied al
ments which gel aggravabed o high alte
tusbes.

Garrerrment a geraies, o thair credit, hawe
muxbe fervent appeals o people to2ay back
for a wiile, stating that the yotio e
slul] gaom ] Oetolser. Orline egistation
v Blocked fior Three days between May 17
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Wi the sanchirm sancboanm of Badidnath, the most Treguenbed shiine, opened onMay 12, more than 200000 persons where peesent inside a compsound which can Bansky hold S00 & a time.

and 14, The [hrector Gereral of Police kas
campesd i the anes to regulate the ingress
Yet. fhe rushoontinmees ursbated

Helioopber serviees ane i place for pea-
ple who can afford 1o reseh Kedamath,
therely redwcing tlwe load an roads. But
that too & fawghl with danger as the
wpcertain wealler renders flying hae-
andous Recently aclopper full of pusse -
cerzwert oot llapos while bndin e doe
tir & hyekrawlic mal furetion. Forturstely, i
bt @ grassy slope &2 1 slitle ned doswen ared
all busd & providhentis ] e pe,

e moads are choked with traffic, the hills
are poaning with masdve forest fies
stk g ter e woes

[ goes without saying that this suwdden
apurt i the rumber of pil grimes haea bt do
with the advertof enascen Hindwian, of
late. [romically, i1 was the horiemdous
calamity at Kedammath on Jure 14, 2013,
wihiels me s Hed in an unpreceden ted loss of
It 1l i & catalvet. A sirenble num-
ey af pilogrmmes wih went missin e hailed
from CGujarat. The then Chief Mimster
msche & dish totheshrine to locate 1 bad-
ez and evacuate the surrivars, a move
whitch his detractors dubbed &5 a “Ramliso-
like aet”. He also despate bed special reliaf
traire from Gugarat fermying food ared
clathez. Mo reed toelaborate as o howr iz
actal chibval ry propellad the Chie fMinster

1ir a higher pedestal

St symbolic ads ol appoopr sting
the shirime, the cull of Adi Sankaracharya,
meditation m an adjoining cave, all went
sriral ared prompted acraee 1o visit,

[z not just the four major plgeim sites
that are under stress. Even more alarm-
ing iz the caze of Kainchi, ance a small
ruandeseript temple comples bueit by a
zaint in the 198602, 20 km dewnhill of
Mairital on the national kighway, It wsed
o sk et little place where passershy
wiield stop at will, pay obszanee and
munve o1 wnh indered. Alas mot argmone.

Durnng the Prime Minster's meeting
with Meta boss Mark Zuckerberg in 2015
in California, the latter made & pesing
mvertiom ol Kaircehi, and Tow his mento
Steve Jobe luad vizsited it Eainchi was
immediately puton the pronty istand, as
a lagical carallary, 1he current Chief Min-
ister af Uttaraklsand declared i1 a dhain.

Thiz virtuwally opened the floodgates
and, of late, the place has boen witress-
ing an uncontrollable msh of teunsts.
Paliticians, business tyooms, ericketers,
film atars, all have been focking 1o zeek
blezsinra. At any time of the year, ome
enciunters people miling aroemsd, ren-
dering movement difficult. The pave
mue s hdve bean oocw pied by makeshift
egteries and hand carts selling trinkets.

It's not just the four major pilgnm sites that are under
stress. More alarming is the case of Kainchi, a temple
compiex built by a saint in 1960s downhill of Nainital. It
used to be quaint litle place where passersby would
stop at will, pay obeisance and move on. Not anymore

fLef) Devolees Srang e Kedamath e mge
Rudmgpeayag diskicl on May 30, More than six lakh
e e visited the shrine within a Tor trighl: and
tabrve pilgrins protest against the administraton
over the ale ged mismanagement during e angoing

Char DhamYata in Rishkesh.

THE UPSWING

Year | Pllgrms inseason
29 | 34,310,035

2022 #6,27,202

2023 |56,18497

2024 | 12,27,748 may0an

Lacated on 1he banks of a rivalel pass-
ing thirmigh & gorge with steep hills an
bl sides, there'slittle soope for broad-
eningafl the roaad ar excpanson But, that
haz nat stoppaed people from oorst ruct-
ing pigean kale-like accammaodation at
every possible place in the garb of
homestays, converting the anoe-pictur-
e =pdl mio a cancret e forest.

The riverbed, which s dry dur-
ing the lean seasan, kas been filled with
mikd 1o provide parking space, canve
niently owrkoking the fact that i
there’s vary keavy ranfall at any given
tire, everything would be vwashed away
it & flash ard the vehicles would be car
ried away mikes dewn the stream. The
spot bas become s traffie bottleneck
gimee it hes on the busiest section of the
st impartant highway meaching out 1a
every carmer of Kumson. Hardly a day
pases by when passengers dont miss
thedr traine, fglts or ambulasces ferry-
ing patientaipoe grant wanen get teck
irthe traffic srads. Even the murement
af Army and paramiliiary corvoys head-
ing towands the sensiiie Irdia-Chira
ard Mepal borders gets compromized |

Arctler case 15 pant 13 Jagesaan an
ancknt Shkava temple oomples, fucked
irmide a derse deodar forest wihich 5 20
remately boeated that il lad escaped natics
o the marsuding Robdls commander Hafiz
Rl B, il b imraded Blmusan in
the latter balf of 1l 18th century and
destmyed mastanaent temples.

Thowgh a major tourid attracton, i
recorded megulated footfall and throbbed
sith activity anly in the man i of Sl
when, &3 per Shaiva tradition, devaotees
perform anelabarate piga. Mot anymaorne.
Noror the place 1= under sege, ot by any
irvader but by the gut of towists,

Lot wyear the Pame Minster made a
e viat i Jageshoar ard, ret supes-
irazhy declaped it & arotler dhoime.

Az expected, this declamtion laed a appla
effct, and fhis year, the prstine place has
became almoet inscoessible o the locale.
Last fortright, a +kmelong traffie jam was
reprted ard e chermin g pictume poseard
place wms it tered with waste. Avatlser baly
shir e defaced on ore avuld sy desecrated.

Allthis movement alzoantails wim iti-
gated collateral damage. In ander to
[acilitate velicular movement, the mads
are being widered indizedminately. As
the gargartuan machines conlinwe to
dig deep and chip at mountain slapes,
maszive lamdslides occour, irmically
holding back the zame traffic for which
the braade ning exereie 12 undecaay.

As e mocks and boulders came cascad-
ing chowvm ot a menacing speed, the tnees
alao met wprooted, leaving the shpes bar-
ren and searmed. The aubeol water bodies
created &2 4 reaslt of gealogical el ges
thoesands of years ago, arxd which soomint
finr thee rumerou s perenmal streams and
pords downhill, are destroyed  farever,
aggrmratin g the scarcity of water

[ iz more than awiows, Uwerefore, that
e Claar Dvarm Yates, far from eing e
fleial 1o the people of Thamakband, has
proved o e courte rprodwetive. [t Teaan't
created a3 many job oppartunities as
erviaged. The problem of migration
remains  unsolved add emviron mental
destrection B a majar concern. The ale
ereficianes have been the y-by-mghi
aperators, mad of wham dan’t have any
affiritywith the regior They makea quick
ek, lesnring the villa gers even worse af £

— The Rtk hel-baved wriber 5
former head, Department of Hi story,
K aviene Ui o ey, SNairedtal



