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Sporting honours for bowler Darren Ong, sprinter Shanti

e I

The winners of the
Singapore Sports
Awards on June 3
include (from left)
bowler Darren Ong -
Sportsman of the
Year after winning
the 2023 men’s
singles world title;
kitefoiler Maximilian
Maeder - the best
Sportsboy for the
third year in a row
after a gold-laden
season; and wushu
exponent Zeanne
Law - Sportsgirl of
the Year for
clinching the
women's taijiquan
world title. Sprint
queen Shanti
Pereira, the
Sportswoman of the
Year, could not
attend the
ceremony at
Orchard Hotel as
she is in Europe in
preparation for the
Paris Olympics.
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 By-elections

loom for Anwar govt

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim faces the
spectre of several by-elections in Malay-majority
constituencies that his ruling coalition had lost in
recent polls, which could deprive him of a two-
thirds supermajority in Parliament.

Leading opposition Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malay-
sia declared the memberships of six MPs void when
they failed to retract their support for Datuk Seri
Anwar after a 14-day notice period ended.

SEE THE BIG STORY - A2

« MOH rejects

opposition party's call
to suspend vaccination

The Ministry of Health (MOH) has issued a strong
rebuttal against the People’s Power Party’s call to
temporarily suspend Covid-19 vaccination “in re-
sponse to an increasing number of reports indicat-
ing significant adverse effects” of such vaccines.

The opposition party issued a statement on May
29 quoting experts who had warned of the dangers
of the vaccine. On June 3, MOH refuted each of
those claims, saying it “categorically rejects these
egregious and false claims”. It added that all vac-
cines carry some risk, but that the risk of getting an
infection if unvaccinated is far worse.

SEE THE BIG STORY - A4

A’Star to study impact of urban
environment on mental health

It will examine factors such as design
features, density and human behaviours

Ng Keng Gene

Correspondent

The Agency for Science, Technol-
ogy and Research (A*Star) will
study over three years the impact
of the urban environment on men-
tal health, said Deputy Prime Min-
ister Heng Swee Keat on June 3.

The study will examine factors
such as urban design features, den-
sity and human behaviours, Mr
Heng said at the opening plenary
of the World Cities Summit 2024,
held at Suntec Singapore Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre.

Mr Heng, who is chairman of the
National Research Foundation
Board, said insights from the study
will “serve to better inform the way
we rejuvenate, reinvent and reima-
gine our city-state”

The A*Star study, which costs $1
million and was commissioned by
the Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity and the Housing Board, will be
funded by the Government’s $28
billion Research, Innovation and
Enterprise 2025 plan.

The five-year plan was launched
in December 2020 with an initial
sum of $25 billion.

The mental health study was
awarded to A*Star in May 2024,
and will be carried out by the agen-
cy’s Singapore Institute for Clinical
Sciences.

The Ministry of National Devel-
opment (MND) said the study will
devise a data-driven method to as-
sess how different aspects of the
built environment affect the men-
tal well-being of the general pop-
ulation.

Given Singapore’s highly built-up
environment, said MND, the coun-
try “offers a unique opportunity to
conduct mental health research”.

“Current research in our local
context has primarily focused on
the impact of our built environ-
ment on physical well-being, and
the benefits of greenery on mental
well-being,” MND added.

“This project aims to expand this
knowledge by investigating other
aspects of the built environment
more holistically, and their impacts
on mental well-being.”
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Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat touring the booths at the World Cities
Summit on June 3. He said the study will “serve to better inform the way we
rejuvenate, reinvent and reimagine our city-state”. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAD

As part of the study, a list of in-
dicators that link the built environ-
ment to mental well-being will be
developed.

MND said that these indicators
could help urban planners under-
stand how factors such as the pro-
vision of facilities, land use config-
uration, and the intensity of devel-
opment on a piece of land may af-

fect mental well-being.
Researchers plan to validate the
study’s findings against four ongo-
ing Singapore cohort studies:
Growing Up In Singapore Towards
Healthy Outcomes, Singapore Pre-
conception Study Of Long-Term
Maternal And Child Outcomes,
Singapore Longitudinal Early De-
velopmental Study and Mapping

Antenatal Maternal Stress.

MND said that the four studies
have collected extensive data from
study participants using validated
questionnaires, including mental
well-being indicators.

The ministry added that findings
from the new study will inform
how the authorities plan, design
and prioritise built environment
interventions to enable a healthier
and more liveable environment.

The three-day World Cities Sum-
mit, held every two years in Singa-
pore, ends on June 4.

It gathers city leaders, industry
experts and others who work on
urban environments, and the 2024
edition has delegates from more
than 90 cities around the world.

Among its highlights was the
Mayors Forum, chaired by Nation-
al Development Minister Desmond
Lee on June 2.

Speaking at the summit’s open-
ing plenary on June 3, Mr Lee an-
nounced an updated Singapore
Liveability Framework — a set of
principles and systems that guide
city planners and policymakers.

The upgraded framework has a
new emphasis on “collaborative
ecosystems”,

Such systems involve the public,
the private sector and the Govern-

ment, recognising that citizens
have a part to play in policymak-
ing, and in the governance of ci-
ties.

A series of memorandums of un-
derstanding (MOUs) will be signed
during the summit.

The Singapore Land Authority
(SLA) and the Singapore Manage-
ment University (SMU) signed an
MOU on June 3.

SLA said that its geospatial infor-
mation — referring to data associat-
ed with a particular location such
as aerial images and street maps -
will be used in the Cooling Singa-
pore 2.0 research project, which
SMU co-leads.

Among the project’s productsisa
Digital Urban Climate Twin of Sin-
gapore that will explore the heat
effects of buildings, transport and
industry.

SLA said its data, and the digital
twin, will aid policymakers in Sin-
gapore in assessing effective cli-
mate adaptation solutions that can
enhance the city’s climate resi-
lience.

During a panel discussion on lev-
eraging geospatial data to improve
citizens’ quality of life, Mr Vincent
Karremans, vice-mayor of Rotter-
dam in the Netherlands, said such
data has helped his city to priori-
tise investments in climate adapta-
tion.

“Due to this geospatial technol-
ogy, we know exactly which neigh-
bourhoods, which streets — even
portions of streets — are the most
vulnerable to heatwaves or heavy
rainfall because we can put that all
into a model.” he said.

kenggene@sph.com.sg
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Airline passengers, revenues globally set to hit records in 2024

DUBAI - Airlines will fly nearly five
billion passengers in 2024 and
revenues will soar close to US$1
trillion (5%1.35 trillion) — both rec-
ord highs - said the International
Air Transport Association (lata)
on June 3 as the industry roars
back after the Covid-19 pandemic.
The trade body also said it ex-
pected the world’s airlines to post
US$30 billion in net earnings this
year, up from its previous esti-
mate of US$25.7 billion.
However, total expenses are al-
so expected to hit a record high
this year, climbing 9.4 per cent to
US%$936 billion, Iata announced at

its annual general meeting (AGM)
in Dubai.

The expected US$30 billion
profit “is a great achievement con-
sidering the recent deep pandem-
ic losses”, lata director general
Willie Walsh said.

“Without a doubt, aviation is vi-
tal to the ambitions and prosper-
ity of individuals and economies.
Strengthening airline profitability
and growing financial resilience is
important,” he added.

The Covid-19 pandemic plunged
the air industry into crisis,
grounding fleets and costing
thousands of jobs.

[ata put the losses at US$183 bil-
lion between 2020 and 2022.

But despite the bounce-back to
record passengers and revenues
of US$996 billion expected in
2024, some clouds remain for the
industry.

Besides record-high expenses,
return on invested capital is esti-
mated at 57 per cent in 2024,
about 3.4 percentage points be-
low the average cost of capital.
“An aggregate return above the
cost of capital... continues to
elude the global airline industry,”
lata said.

Airlines are facing a sharp rise in

costs due to shortages of parts and
labour and challenges related to
climate change, including flooded
runways and forest fires.

Six weeks ago, Dubai’s airport —
the world’s busiest for interna-
tional passengers — was closed by
severe flooding that left standing
water on the runway and forced
the cancellation of more than

2,000 flights.

The extreme rainfall in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates was probably
exacerbated by man-made global
warming, according to an interna-
tional grouping of scientists that
examines extreme  weather

events.

Some experts also raised the
alarm about climate change after
two major incidents of in-flight
turbulence in recent days, includ-
ing during a Singapore Airlines
flight, resulting in the death of a
British passenger.

lata, which groups more than
300 airlines representing 83 per
cent of global traffic, said it would
hold its 2025 AGM in New Delhi.

India is witnessing an aviation
boom, with airlines placing large
orders such as Air India’s record
purchase of 470 aircraft in 2023.

Airlines’ operating profits are

expected to rise nearly 15 per cent
to US$59.9 billion, although net
profits will grow more slowly at
1.3 per cent, Iata added.

AFP
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safety protocols
after SQ32l incident

Reports of turbulence have
iIncreased, but severe cases
are still rare, says lata

Grace Leong
Senior Correspondent

DUBAI - The number of turbulence
incidents reported by airlines has
increased, although severe turbu-
lence remains rare, the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association
(Iata) said at its annual meeting on
June 3.

Speaking at a media briefing, Ia-
ta’s senior vice-president for oper-
ations, safety and security Nick
Careen said the Flight SQ321 tur-
bulence incident — which killed
one passenger and injured dozens
— has led to more airlines review-
ing their standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) on safety, but no
“wholesale changes” have been
made in its wake.

Singapore Airlines (SIA) had up-
dated its safety measures shortly
after the severe turbulence inci-
dent involving SQ321 on May 21 -
meal service must now be com-

pletely paused, and cabin crew
members have to buckle up when
the seat-belt sign is turned on.

Twelve people were injured
when Qatar Airways Flight QRO17
struck severe turbulence a few
days later.

Asked if other airlines have
changed their protocols, Mr Ca-
reen said: “Airlines have had pretty
solid standard operating proce-
dures when it comes to seat belts
and adherence to seat-belt signs.
The (5Q321) incident heightened
awareness of that and perhaps
made airlines reinforce and train
their crew.”

He noted that the last inflight
death caused by turbulence was in
1997, on a United Airlines flight
from Narita to Honolulu.

“Fortunately, it doesn’t happen
that often, but when it happens,
airlines will review SOPs and see if
they need to be changed. We've not
seen any indication that there have
been wholesale changes other
than increased awareness,” he
said.

About 10 hours into its flight on
May 21, SQ321 encountered “sud-
den extreme turbulence” over
Myanmar’s Irrawaddy Basin at
37,000 feet.

More airlines reviewing

Asked if airlines have adjusted
their flight routes to avoid passing
this area, Mr Careen said: “What is
changing is the availability of in-
formation to allow for pilots to
make operational decisions real-
time based on the increased
amount of data and data sharing,
which is a good thing. So that may
result in more diversions around
potential impacted areas.”

He added that while some stud-
ies suggest that climate change
could potentially accelerate turbu-
lence, there is nothing that illus-
trates that it has. But this is still so-
mething the industry will continue
to monitor closely.

Speaking to The Straits Times on
June 3, Emirates president Tim
Clark said the airline already has
“some fairly strict protocols” to
deal with turbulence.

“Probably the lessons from what
happened with Singapore Airlines
will bring more laser focus on that.
You can expect the industry will be
fairly vigilant now,” he added.

“We have been flying through ar-
eas with turbulent activity for
many years. We know how to deal
with those. Sometimes you're un-
lucky. I think SQ is a bit unlucky,
quite obviously. But it could have

been any one of us that could have
been caught that way.”

Emirates last week said it was
adding new technology that pro-
vides pilots with real-time, highly
accurate turbulence information
and forecasts that will help them
plot the best paths around affected
areas for safer and more efficient
navigation.

To that end, it joined Iata’s Tur-
bulence Aware Platform — a global
data-sharing platform launched in
2020 - and will integrate the plat-
form into a mobile navigation sys-
tem made by Germany’s Lufthan-
sa.

lata said 21 airlines are currently
feeding data to the platform, and
about 150 million reports have
been generated by participating

carriers since its inception.

SIA and Iata have been in discus-
sions over various options in rela-
tion to the platform, before the
SQ321 incident occurred, said Mr
Adrian Ganea, lata’s senior product
manager for the platform.

He said the reports made to the
platform provide data such as vis-
ibility on the altitude, coordinates,
turbulence intensity, and wind and
air temperature.

Asked why Emirates joined the
platform, Mr Clark said this has
been in the works well before the
SQ321 incident.

“The important thing is that the
information that comes from the
community flying in certain areas
is passed on a real-time basis to all
other pilots flying.”

RwandAir  chief executive
Yvonne Makolo said: “We have al-
ways been safety-conscious... We
will continue enforcing our SOPs...
I think it’s clearer now how impor-
tant this is, especially for passen-
gers to follow the directives they
are given.”

gleong@sph.com.sg

Sustainable aviation fuel is expected to account for up to 65 per cent
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aviation body lata says its registry will help airlines meet regulations such as the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation. LIANHE ZAOBAO FILE PHOTO

lata to set up sustainable aviation fuel
registry as production slated to triple

DUBAI - The International Air
Transport Association (lata) aims
to launch a sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF) registry by the first
quarter of 2025, to accelerate the
take-up of SAF by accounting for
usage and reporting emissions re-
duction from it.

Announcing the registry on June
2 at the start of its three-day an-
nual meeting in Dubai, Iata said the
registry will ensure that the envi-
ronmental attributes of SAF are
properly recorded and transferred

between parties.

This will allow airlines and their
customers to report emissions re-
duction accurately, aligning with
reporting obligations and interna-
tional standards, it added.

lata said 17 airlines, one airline
oroup, six national authorities,
three original equipment manufac-
turers and one fuel producer are
supporting the effort to develop
the registry, including the Civil
Aviation Authority of Singapore
(CAAS) and Singapore Airlines.

The planned registry comes as
the association said its projections
for a tripling of SAF production in
2024 to L5 million tonnes are on
track. This would account for 0.53
per cent of aviation’s fuel need in
2024, lata said.

SAF is expected to account for up
to 65 per cent of the total carbon

mitigation needed to achieve net-
zero carbon emissions in air trans-
portation by 2050.

“The SAF registry will help meet
the critical needs of all stakehold-
ers as part of the global effort to
ramp up SAF production.

“Governments need a trusted
system to track the quality and
quantities of SAF used. SAF pro-
ducers need to accurately account
for what has been delivered and ef-
fectively  decarbonised,” said
lata director general Willie Walsh.

He noted that corporate custom-
ers must be able to transparently
account for their Scope 3 emis-
sions — or indirect emissions aris-
ing from a company’s supply chain
— while airlines must have certain-
ty that they can claim the environ-
mental benefits of the SAF they
purchase.

“The registry will help create a
global SAF market by ensuring that
airlines have access to SAF wherev-
er it is produced, and that SAF pro-
ducers have access to airlines re-
gardless of their location,” he add-
ed.

lata said the registry will help
airlines meet regulations such as
the Carbon Offsetting and Reduc-
tion Scheme for International
Aviation, ensuring compliance
with SAF mandates and providing
transparency on emissions reduc-

tions to the authorities.

It will provide safeguards against
double counting and double claim-
ing, the association added.

Dr Marie Owens Thomsen, lata’s
senior vice-president for sustaina-
bility and chief economist, told
The Straits Times that the associa-
tion is grateful to both SIA and
CAAS for their support and help in
developing the registry.

“Nobody has done this — decar-
bonise aviation and the market for
SAF doesn’t really exist yet... It is
very courageous of them to take
these steps, and 1 am convinced
that Singapore is a country where
the results of the policies will be
analysed, and if they turn out to be
not as good as hoped, change will
occur,” she said.

“Creating this global SAF market
is a work in progress, and different
countries are trying different
things... The oil and gas sector
could be co-processing. They could
try to adjust the product mix in re-
fineries to make more sustainable
aviation fuel.

“We need to deprioritise diesel
and prioritise SAF... and turn refin-
eries into biorefineries that pro-
duce more aviation fuel,” she add-
ed.

To achieve a 5 per cent reduction
in carbon emissions for interna-
tional aviation from SAF by 2030,

around 27 per cent of all expected
renewable fuel production capaci-
ty available in 2030 would need to
be SAF. Currently, SAF accounts for
just 3 per cent of all renewable fuel
production.

There are several potential solu-
tions to accelerate aviation’s access
to SAF, the association said.

About 80 per cent of SAF to be
produced over the next five years is
likely to come from hydrogenated
fatty acids — used cooking oils and
animal fats. Finnish energy giant
Neste’s refinery in Tuas South is
the world’s largest production fa-
cility producing sustainable avia-
tion fuel this way.

Accelerating the use of other
feedstock including agricultural
and forestry residues and munici-
pal waste will expand the potential
for SAF production, [ata noted.

“Existing refineries can be used
to co-process up to 5 per cent of ap-
proved renewable feedstock along-
side the crude oil streams,” lata
said.

The association noted that cur-
rent renewable fuel plants are de-
signed to maximise diesel produc-
tion and often benefit from incen-
tives as well as demand from road
transportation.

“Incentives aimed at SAF can
help facilitate the renewable die-
sel-SAF switch, which requires
minimal modifications at existing
standalone renewable fuel facili-
ties,” Iata said.

Some 140 renewable fuel projects
have been announced. If these pro-
ceed to production, total renewa-
ble fuel production capacity could
reach 51 million tonnes by 2030.
Grace Leong

Anwar could face
by-elections In
Malay-majority
wards Iif rogue
MPs lose seats

Shannon Teoh
Malaysia Bureau Chief

KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim faces the spectre of several by-elections in
Malay-majority constituencies that his ruling coali-
tion had lost in recent polls, which could deprive him
of a two-thirds super-majority in Parliament.

Leading opposition party Parti Pribumi Bersatu
Malaysia declared the memberships of six rogue MPs
void when they failed to retract their support for Da-
tuk Seri Anwar after a 4-day notice period ended on
May 3L

The Speaker of Parliament, who is a close ally of Mr
Anwar, will now be forced to pick one of two options.
He must declare the wards vacant under the anti-par-
ty hopping law (APHL) — thus triggering by-elections
— or decide that the as-yet untested legislation, which
took effect on Oct 5, 2022, does not apply in this case.

Bersatu has said it will write to the Speaker when
Parliament reconvenes on June 24, informing him
that the rogue MPs failed to respond to party orders to
declare their allegiances by May 3L

Observers believe that Speaker Johari Abdul, a top
official in Mr Anwar’s Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR)
before taking up the parliamentary position, is caught
between a rock and a hard place.

Should Tan Sri Johari refuse to declare vacancies for
the seats — thus averting by-elections — this will not
only undermine the APHL, which the ruling Pakatan
Harapan (PH) alliance lobbied hard to implement be-
fore the November 2022 general election, but also the
commitment to reforms pledged by Mr Anwar’s mul-
ti-coalition government.

This will give further ammunition to critics who ac-
cuse PH of double standards and hypocrisy, given
how the Anwar administration has not walked the
talk on reforms such as equal constituency alloca-
tions, reviewing key appointments to institutions like
the anti-graft agency, and broadening freedom of
speech.

However, with state polls and other by-elections
since the general election showing ebbing support by
the crucial Malay majority, analysts believe that keep-
ing the Bersatu rebels in their seats will be the pri-
ority, given the lion’s share of the electorate in these
areas who are Malay.

“So what if the APHL is rendered useless? The polit-
ical cost is higher if they get thrashed in the by-elec-
tions,” independent political risk consultant Adib Zal-
kapli told The Straits Times.

Mr Anwar currently has the backing of153 members
of the 222-strong Parliament. If Bersatu retains all six
federal seats, it would not only bring the government
below the two-thirds mark of 148, it would also fur-
ther cement the administration’s inability to recover
Malay voter support.

But party president Muhyiddin Yassin said that only
25 MPs and 58 state assemblymen responded with
signed letters affirming their allegiance to the party.

In total, Bersatu holds 31 parliamentary seats and
60 state seats.

Tan Sri Muhyiddin declared on June 1: “According to
Article 10.4 of Bersatu’s Constitution, non-compli-
ance by Bersatu elected representatives on any in-
struction issued by the Supreme Council is akin to ter-
minating their memberships immediately.”

Former Selangor Bersatu chief Abdul Rashid Asari
was also a non-respondent, having earlier declared
his support for Selangor Chief Minister Amirudin
Shari, a PKR vice-president until last year.

The APHL states that a seat will be vacant if the in-
cumbent is no longer a member of the party under
which they were elected, save if they were expelled or
the party ceases to exist. Bersatu amended its Consti-
tution in March so that a refusal to abide by party di-
rectives would be tantamount to leaving the party.

The amendments mirror those done in 2022 by the
Democratic Action Party (DAP) and Parti Amanah
Negara — PKR’s partners in the PH coalition — as well
as that done in 2023 by Umno, another partner in the
PH-led administration.

In response to Mr Muhyiddin’s declaration, Gua
Musang MP Azizi Abu Naim - one of the Bersatu
elected representatives who declared their support
for Mr Anwar — has raised questions on the legitimacy
of the notice sent to them by the party to declare their
stance.

Mr Azizi — who is also a state assemblyman in Ke-
lantan, thus bringing the potential number of by-
elections to eight - told local media on June 2 that the
group had written a letter to Bersatu secretary-gener-
al Hamzah Zainudin seeking an explanation on the
legitimacy of the party notice.

“In the letter, we are also seeking explanation from
the party on who are involved in the special commit-
tee tasked with scrutinising the response to the no-
tice from all the representatives.”

Nonetheless, analysts believe that Mr Azizi does

not have much of an argument, and his point “does
not hold water™.

“The idea of ‘ceasing to be a member’ (automatic
relinquishment of membership) is actually to take
away discretion. Things become very straightforward
— you do this, you have the consequence. No discre-
tion, no negotiation,” Sunway University political sci-
entist Wong Chin Huat told ST.

In the event that by-elections are held, it would be a
messy process for Mr Anwar’s allies. The Premier may
have to allow the turncoats a chance to defend their
seats to avoid the embarrassing situation where they
recant their support for him.

While the Bersatu rebels could contest as Umno
candidates, the Malay party’s own warlords would
surely make claims to all these seats. This was seen in
the May by-election for Kuala Kubu Baharu in Selan-
gor, a low-stakes vote which nonetheless witnessed
heated debate among ruling parties over who would
represent the government to defend the state constit-
uency.

shannont@sph.com.sg
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MOH rejects call by
PPP to temporarily

halt Covid-19 jabs

Studies listed in party statement not written
by authors cited, or were already debunked

Salma Khalik
Senior Health Correspondent

The Ministry of Health (MOH) has
issued a strong rebuttal against a
call made by the People’s Power
Party (PPP) to temporarily sus-
pend Covid-19 vaccination “in re-
sponse to an increasing number of
reports indicating significant ad-
verse effects” of such vaccines.

The PPP had issued the state-
ment on May 29, quoting eight
people it named as experts, warn-
ing of the dangers of the vaccine.

MOH refuted those claims on
June 3, saying that it “categorically
rejects these egregious and false
claims” by “these so-called ex-
perts”.

It also pointed out that the PPP’s
list of scientific articles “were
mostly from the same group of au-
thors, including some who have

been reported to be promoting
messages against Covid-19 vaccina-
tion™.

The ministry said all vaccines
carry some risk, but the risks of
getting an infection if unvaccinat-
ed are far worse.

“In a pandemic of this nature, ex-
cess deaths are inevitable. The pri-
mary reason why Singapore rec-
orded one of the lowest excess
death rates in the world during the
pandemic is (that) the majority of
Singaporeans took the vaccines,” it
said.

“Excess deaths” refers to higher
rates of deaths than would normal-
ly be the case.

MOH added that during the wave
caused by the |N.1 variant, which
peaked in December 2023, the
number of people aged 60 years
and older who were not vaccinated
and needed hospitalisation and/or
intensive care was almost double

that of their peers who were up to
date with their vaccinations.

The ministry acknowledged that
the mRNA vaccine can cause myo-
carditis, or inflammation of the
heart muscle, and pericarditis, or
the swelling of the tissue sur-
rounding the heart, in young men
aged 18 to 29 years.

But it said that it remains safer
for these young men to get vacci-
nated as real world data from the
United States shows that getting
Covid-19 infection pushed up their
risk of getting these conditions by
seven to eight times.

“There is a very large body of sci-
entific evidence that overwhelm-
ingly shows that the protection
from Covid-19 vaccines outweighs
the side effects,” MOH said.

“Yet, several groups continue to
spread misinformation, either by
quoting scientific literature out of
context or sharing materials from
non-credible sources who cannot
be held accountable, to cast doubts
on the safety and effectiveness of
Covid-19 vaccines.”

It added that it has been trans-

parent in reporting the incidence
of side effects.

As for PPPs claim of excess
deaths linked to high vaccination
rates, the MOH said most of the ex-
cess deaths were caused by the
pandemic, and that vaccination re-
duces the risk of death.

“Of the Covid-19 deaths, there
was an over-representation of per-
sons who were not fully vaccinat-
ed, reflecting that they were more
likely to die from Covid-19 infec-
tion compared to persons who
were fully vaccinated.”

Furthermore, the vaccine, it said,
protects against severe illness and
so reduces the incidence of long
Covid, a term referring to debilitat-
ing effects from an infection that
could last months, or longer, such
as loss of taste, extreme fatigue,
shortness of breath and joint pain.

Covid-19 infection can also cause

VACCINATION SAVED LIVES

In a pandemic of this
nature, excess deaths are
inevitable. The primary
reason why Singapore
recorded one of the lowest
excess death rates in the
world during the
pandemic is (that) the
majority of Singaporeans
took the vaccines.
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complications related to the heart
and brain.

MOH said people “need to draw
the right conclusions and follow
the scientific evidence”.

Several examples given by the
PPP were either not written by the
authors they cited, or their work
had been debunked, said the MOH.

For example, the PPP cited Dr
Peter McCullough, who claimed
that the risks of myocarditis out-
weigh the benefits of vaccination.

MOH said his article, A Systemat-
ic Review Of Autopsy Findings In
Deaths After Covid-19 Vaccination,
was removed by Preprints With
The Lancet.

The reason given was “the
study’s conclusions are not sup-
ported by the study methodology™.

The Lancet journal said pre-
prints “are early-stage research pa-
pers that have not been peer-re-
viewed”.

Regarding the claim made by Dr
Geert Vanden Bosshe, a virologist
from Belgium, that mass vaccina-

tions expedited the evolution of
the Sars-CoV-2 virus, which causes
Covid-19, MOH said that wviruses
naturally mutate as they replicate,
and that there is no evidence that
the mRNA vaccines contributed to
evolution.

Three others mentioned by the
PPP - Dr Robert Malone, Dr
Aseem Malhotra and Professor An-
gus Dalgleish - did not author the
articles which the PPP had quoted
them as saying.

In mid-May, Health Minister Ong
Ye Kung warned that Singapore
was facing an upsurge in Covid-19,
which he expected to peak towards
the end of June.

At that time, about 250 people
were hospitalised for Covid-19 each
day.
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From right: Ambassador of Mexico to Singapore Agustin Garcia-Lopez Loaeza and Mr Eduardo Clark, head of the Digital Agency for Public Innovation in Mexico City,
receiving the Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize 2024 on June 3. With them are President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Minister for National Development Desmond Lee, as
well as Mr Loh Chin Hua, chief executive and executive director of Keppel Ltd. 5T PHOTO: DESMOND WEE

Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize winners
to collaborate on tackling urban issues

Isabelle Liew

A network has been launched in
Singapore to bring government of-
ficials and academics together to
collaborate on projects and discuss
urban challenges.

The City Network for the Lee
Kuan Yew World City Prize will
foster partnerships across cities,
and allow them to share knowl-
edge and build up their capabili-
ties, said National Development
Minister Desmond Lee at the
World Cities Summit 2024 on June
3.
The network, set up by the Cen-
tre for Liveable Cities (CLC) and
the Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity (URA), currently comprises the
seven winners of the Lee Kuan Yew
World City Prize such as Bilbao in
Spain, Suzhou in China, Vienna in
Austria and Mexico City, as well as
organisations from those cities.

The biennial award recognises
outstanding contributions towards
the creation of vibrant, liveable
and sustainable urban communi-
ties. CLC and URA also invited 20
cities that received special men-
tions under the award to join the
network.

Cities in the network will identi-
fy solutions to urban challenges,
and collaborate on research pro-
jects and joint publications, said

the organisations.

The outcomes of such projects
will be shared at future World Ci-
ties Summits.

Speaking at the summit, held
at Suntec Singapore Convention
and Exhibition Centre, Mr Lee said
Singapore will work with member
cities on projects that could in-
clude research on sustainable ur-
ban rejuvenation and a publication
on approaches to quality and affor-
dable housing.

“We hope such initiatives will
not only enable cities to tackle cur-
rent and future urban challenges,
but also build strong inter-city re-
lationships across different levels —
governors, mayors, city halls, plan-
ning departments and knowledge
organisations,” he said.

In a forum at the summit on June
3, representatives from the seven
award-winning cities discussed ur-
ban challenges they hope the net-
work will tackle.

Mr Tom Wright, president of the
Regional Plan Association in New
York City — which won the prize in
2012 - said he hopes to address the
tight housing supply in the city as
housing production had “dropped
dramatically” during the economic
recession from 2007 to 2009, and
has yet to recover.

He said the vacancy rate of rental
housing in New York, which was al-
ready a “very tight market”, has de-
clined to about 1.5 per cent in 2024,

down from about 4.5 per cent in
2022,

“We are short by about half a mil-
lion units today and, by 2035, there
will be a million units if we don't
dramatically change direction,” he
said.

“My plea to this group is to help
us sort this out because we are fail-
ing in New York and we need help.”

Mr Johannes Lutter, head of Ur-
ban Development and Mobility at
Urban Innovation Vienna, said that
vulnerable groups such as women
and the elderly have to be taken
care of amid the climate and social
crises.

“This is not only a question of in-
frastructure, but also a question of
community work, and we are eager
to learn from how you are doing it
in your society,” he added.

Vienna, the capital of Austria,
won the award in 2020.

In a separate session, representa-
tives from 10 cities, including
award winners and those that re-
ceived special mentions, shared
their urban initiatives after being
recognised by the Lee Kuan Yew
World City Prize.

For instance, the Indian city of
Ahmedabad completed the first
phase of a waterfront development
— comprising parks, markets and
sports complexes — along the Sa-
barmati River in 2015. The city re-
ceived a special mention in 2012.

Mr Dev Choudhary, Ahmedabad

Municipal Corporation’s deputy
municipal commissioner, said a
challenge was relocating the 1,000
families who lived along the water-
front. They were eventually al-
lowed to continue their livelihoods
along the river, and were provided
affordable housing in developed
parts of the city.

Yokohama, which received a spe-
cial mention in 2014, set a goal in
2019 to reach net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050 in an effort to
tackle climate change.

Mr Kubota Atsushi, executive di-
rector of the Global Networks De-
partment in Yokohama’s Interna-
tional Affairs Bureau, said that to
reach this goal, it aims to fully de-
carbonise its Central Business Dis-
trict by 2030.

One way is to set up its own dis-
trict heating and cooling system
using solar and wind power as
sources of electricity, he added.

President Tharman Shanmuga-
ratnam presented the Lee Kuan
Yew World City Prize 2024 to Mr
Eduardo Clark, head of the Digital
Agency for Public Innovation in
Mexico City, at a dinner banquet
held in Clifford Pier on June 3.

Mexico City was recognised for
its ability to address many complex
urban challenges and achieve
transformational progress within
five years.

liew@sph.com.sg

This has since gone up to an aver-
age of 371 a day, an MOH spokes-
man told The Straits Times, al-
though the number requiring in-
tensive care remains low.

More people are also being diag-
nosed with Covid-19. There were
24,800 cases in the week of May
19-25, up from 21,900 the previous
week.

Looking back at the pandemic,
which raged globally for more than
two years from 2020, the ministry
said: “The high level of vaccine
protection in our society averted
many Covid-related deaths, pro-
tected our healthcare system from
being overwhelmed, and allowed
us to preserve lives and livelihoods.

“The normalcy in our daily lives
today is in large part due to the
protection that Covid-19 vaccines
provide.”

On May 18, the MOH said that
about 80 per cent of people here
who have completed their initial or
additional vaccine doses have not
received a dose within the past
year.

The recommendation is for peo-
ple who are 60 years and older, or
who are medically vulnerable, to
be vaccinated annually.

The Covid-19 vaccine remains
free for all eligible residents at 250
Healthier SG clinics and at five
joint testing and vaccination cen-
tres, and selected polyclinics.

Urging people, especially those
at higher risk of severe illness if in-
fected, to stay up to date with their
Covid-19 vaccines, the spokesman
said the ministry “is closely track-
ing the KP1 and KP.2 wave, and is
ready to implement additional
measures to preserve our health-
care capacity if necessary”.

salma@sph.com.sg

Benetfits in making data
collected from citizens
public: City leaders

Ng Keng Gene
Correspondent

Data collected from citizens
should be made publicly available
at no cost, said city leaders at the
World Cities Summit on June 3.

Speaking at the Suntec Singa-
pore Convention and Exhibition
Centre, a panel on empowering
communities through geospatial
data - information associated
with particular locations — said
that doing so will allow for richer
analyses, which will ultimately
benefit citizens.

Mr Vincent Karremans, vice-
mayor of Rotterdam in the Neth-
erlands, said that even without
charging for data, cities are al-
ready making money from it, be-
cause they are able to make bet-
ter investment decisions.

He was responding to a ques-
tion posed by panel moderator
Ng Siau Yong, director for geospa-
tial and data at the Singapore
Land Authority, who asked pan-
ellists if proceeds from selling da-
ta should be put back into im-
proving communities, or whether
data collected using tax dollars
should be made free.

Referring to such data, Mr Kar-
remans said: “In a way, we are al-
ready making money with it, be-
cause we are making better in-
vestment decisions — so there is
already value from providing it
for free.”

He explained that using such
data, private developers and the
sovernment might be able to save
money through their decisions
and channel this money into pub-
lic causes.

Earlier during the panel, Mr
Karremans said that geospatial
data had allowed his city to de-
cide which areas were most in
need of infrastructural upgrades
and allocate resources there.

He gave the example of choos-
ing which sewers to upgrade,
based on data that showed which
areas were most vulnerable dur-
ing heavy rain.

Singapore Management Uni-
versity president Lily Kong
agreed that citizen data should be
free to access.

Monetising it “necessarily
means that we are curtailing the
opportunity for different groups
to access the data that can actual-
ly bring much value in interpreta-
tion and possibly solution”, she
said.

Professor Kong added that in-
tegrated education and research
is needed for data to be properly
analysed and interpreted.

While one can be proficient
with data manipulation and anal-
ysis, she said, “without the under-
standing of society, social rela-
tions, cultural norms, ideologies,

et cetera, it is very easy to some-
times make the wrong interpreta-
tion”.

Acknowledging that concerns
around data privacy exist, Prof
Kong said that nevertheless,
where data can be released, it is
“important for citizen science,
and for academics to undertake
research, because from that, we
get additional perspectives that
can actually contribute to the vir-
tuous loop of making life better”.

Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally
Capp said “knowledge is power”,
and city governments that are
closely connected to community
have “an obligation to empower
our citizens”, adding that society
is “better off for it”.

Asked by Mr Ng if they were
concerned that making data eas-
ily accessible could be abused -
such as by advocacy groups who
use it to argue for benefits for a
select few — Ms Capp said that da-
ta gives governments and citizens
a common platform to discuss
policy.

Governments must be pre-
pared to use the same data to ex-
plain why policy suggestions will
or will not work, she added.

Mr Karremans said that having
data that governments and citi-
zens can discuss is preferable to
situations where citizen groups
try to make a case for something
that is non-quantifiable.

“We can have a conversation
based on the same figures, and
that makes it more transparent
and also more fruitful (for citi-
zens) to converse with us,” he
added.

Prof Kong said that as societies
mature, access to data increases
the possibility of participatory
governance.

“That then makes for higher-
quality debate in society that can
then lead to better outcomes,” she
added. “But, of course, it does re-
quire readiness to engage openly
and to acknowledge that actually,
sometimes the perspective of in-

terest groups might actually be
valid.”

kenggene@sph.com.sg

Mr Vincent Karremans,
vice-mayor of Rotterdam
in the Netherlands, said
that geospatial data had
allowed his city to decide
which areas were most in
need of infrastructural
upgrades and allocate
resources there.
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Singaporean woman Kkilled in Spain

Suspect named as beneficiary

of victim's CPF savings

Ang Qing

The man suspected of killing Sin-
gaporean Audrey Fang has been
confirmed as a beneficiary of her
Central Provident Fund (CPF) sav-
ings, a Spanish media outlet re-
ported on June 3.

Singaporean Mitchell Ong, 43,
was arrested in Alicante in Spain

nearly a week after Ms Fang, 39,
was found dead with more than 30
stab wounds and other injuries on
April 10.

A court in the town of Cieza
heard that Singapore’s CPF Board
confirmed on May 16 that Ms Fang
had named Ong as a beneficiary,
supporting suspicions of an eco-
nomic motive behind the murder,
according to La Verdad.

In April, the Civil Guard, one of

two national police forces, had
found a note on Ms Fang’s iPad that
declared a decision to name a
“long-time friend and trusted con-
fidant” as the recipient of her CPF
savings in the event of her death.
The note also granted the bene-
ficiary a “friendly loan of
US$50,000 (S$68,000) based on
our friendship in the past”, sepa-
rate from the CPF nomination.
According to her family, Ms Fang

had accumulated up to €340,000
(5$498,000) in her CPF accounts,
the Spanish daily revealed.

A CPF Board spokesperson told
The Straits Times on June 3 that
the board did not receive any re-
quests from the Spanish author-
ities, but it had disclosed the late
Ms Fang’s nomination details to
her next of kin.

When CPF nominations are con-
tested posthumously, the board
will withhold the distribution of
the deceased member’s CPF sav-
ings until investigations are com-
pleted, said the spokesperson.

“If the nomination is found to be
invalid, CPF savings will generally
be distributed based on an earlier
nomination if any, or according to
intestacy laws,” the spokesperson
added.

The police in Spain have been in-

vestigating a possible economic
motive behind Ms Fang’s death.

In October 2023, Ms Fang and
Ong had an exchange on
WhatsApp, in which he thanked
the Singaporean architect for nam-
ing him as the beneficiary of her
savings, according to La Verdad.

Previously, the court had re-
quested Singapore to provide
banking, property and economic
information on both Ong and the
victim.

Ms Fang’s family told ST that in
their attempt to understand her re-
lationship with Ong, they found
letters showing Ms Fang had
bought two investment-linked pol-
icies from insurer AIA through Ong
in 2015.

According to an old LinkedIn
profile, which is no longer availa-
ble, the suspect was a financial

planner at Manulife Singapore be-
tween 2011 and 2013, and had
worked at AIA Singapore between
2014 and 2019.

Two people close to Ms Fang
have testified in the case, the La
Verdad newspaper reported.

Meanwhile, the Civil Guard is
analysing a terabyte of information
from the hard drives belonging to
Ong and Ms Fang, as well as infor-
mation extracted from Ong’s
phone.

According to the Spanish news
outlet, the court has said there is
clear, objective evidence of the sus-
pect’s participation in the murder.

These have emerged from the
camera recordings, data provided
by telephone operators and “mul-
tiple well-founded suspicions”™.

aqing@sph.com.sg

Philippines to join peace summit
after surprise Zelensky visit

Marcos reiterates his nation’s support for
Kyiv in war during meeting in Manila

Mara Cepeda
Philippines Correspondent

MANILA - The Philippines is at-
tending the upcoming peace sum-
mit in Switzerland on the Ukraine
war, disclosed Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky following his
surprise meeting with his Philip-
pine counterpart Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr in Manila on June 3.

The two leaders met just two
days after Mr Zelensky’s unsched-
uled visit to Singapore during the
Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia’s pre-
mier defence forum, where he
asked Asia-Pacific leaders to join
the summit on June 15 and 16 aimed
at bringing peace to his war-torn
country.

“We discussed the inaugural

Global Peace Summit and the im-
portance of South-east Asian coun-
tries being represented there. I am
pleased that the Philippines will
participate in the summit,” Mr Ze-
lensky posted via his official ac-
count on social media platform X.

It remains unclear for now if Mr
Marcos himself will attend the
summit, or if a ranking official will
be sent instead.

The two presidents were sup-
posed to meet on the sidelines of
the Shangri-La Dialogue during the
weekend, but their schedules did
not synchronise. Mr Zelensky then
flew to Manila in the early morning
of June 3.

Both leaders criticised China
during the security forum, which
was held amid growing tensions
between Beijing and Manila over
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and Philippine President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr at the presidential palace in Manila on June 3. They met two days after
Mr Zelensky's visit to Singapore for the Shangri-La Dialogue, where he asked
Asia-Pacific leaders to join the summit on the Ukraine war. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

the South China Sea territorial dis-
pute, as well as the wars in Ukraine
and Gaza.

In his keynote address in Singa-

pore, Mr Marcos hit out at what he
described as the “illegal, coercive,
aggressive and deceptive actions”
being taken in the disputed South

China Sea, though he did not di-
rectly name Beijing.

Tensions have been boiling be-
tween Beijing and Manila during
these past months, as the China
Coast Guard has been firing water
cannon on Philippine ships send-
ing supplies to troops stationed at a
remote outpost in a disputed shoal.

Mr Zelensky, meanwhile, held a
separate press briefing in Singa-
pore and accused China of alleged-
ly helping Russia thwart the peace
summit in Switzerland.

During their meeting, Mr Marcos
told Mr Zelensky that the Philip-
pines is looking forward to working
together with Ukraine in forging
peace.

He also welcomed Ukraine’s plan
to open an embassy in the Philip-
pines later in 2024.

“That’s certainly very good news
because we would very much like
to continue to help, in any way, that
the Philippines can through multi-
lateral (channels) and the United

Nations, and even through other
agencies such as the European
Union,” said Mr Marcos.

He then reiterated the Philip-
pines’ support for Ukraine in its
war against Russia.

“We will continue to do all that
we can to promote peace and to
bring an end to the fighting and to
come to a political resolution of
your country,” Mr Marcos said.

“l think everybody fully under-
stands that it is easier said than
done, and it will be a difficult road
to find our way back to the situa-
tion that is morally acceptable not
only to Ukraine, but also to the rest
of the world,” he added.

In November 2022, the Philip-
pine leader had described Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine’s territories as
“unacceptable”, and asked both na-
tions to resolve the conflict in a dip-
lomatic manner.

The Philippines also voted in fa-
vour of a UN General Assembly res-
olution condemning Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Mr Zelensky thanked Manila for
its continued support.

“We're very thankful to be here in
your country, which supports Uk-
raine, our territorial integrity and
sovereignty. Thank you so much for
your ‘big word’ and clear position
about us, about this Russian occu-
pation of our territories,” he said.

cmara@sph.com.sg
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Power trip following
lightning strike stalls
MRT services on NSL

for over two hours

Ang Qing

A traction power fault disrupted
commutes along the northern
stretch of the North-South MRT
Line for more than two hours dur-
ing peak traffic on June 3.

Transport operator SMRT said
the fault, which occurred at about
5.50pm, meant that no trains could
travel from Choa Chu Kang to
Woodlands.

Preliminary investigations so far
found that a lightning strike
caused traction power to trip, and a
small fire had broken out in a pow-
er control box next to the train
track, about 20m from the plat-
form of Kranji station.

The Singapore Civil Defence
Force said the fire had burned itself
out before its officers arrived.

No injuries were reported, and
the cause of the fire and root cause
of the traction power fault is under
investigation, said SMRT.

As the operator’s staff and engi-
neers worked to get the system
back up, commuters were told to
take free regular bus and bridging
bus services between the affected
stops.

The operator also advised pas-
sengers to take the Thomson-East
Coast Line and the Circle Line.

However, those who spoke to
The Straits Times reported confu-
sion on the ground.

Legal secretary Norazlin Omar,
48, was just three stops away from
home at Kranji station when the
train stopped. According to an an-
nouncement, the delay was due to

Singapore has one of the
highest occurrences of
lightning in the world,
earning the Republic its
reputation as a lightning
capital.

a passenger who had pressed the
emergency button, she said.

As there was no service or staff
directing them, passengers got
tired of waiting on the stalled train
and made their way to the bus stop,
she added.

Photos on social media show
crowds of commuters at the affect-
ed stations and bus stops.

Madam Norazlin said: “The bus
stop was so overcrowded. People
started to push one another just to
board the bus. To make it worse, it
was raining heavily.”

Others reported snaking queues
and long waits for bus services.

Mr Bhagwant Kurade, 50, who
works in trading, said he was stuck
for almost 112 hours at Choa Chu
Kang station.

“They didn’t inform us at Jurong
East. They should have informed
us to go via the yellow line, but
there was no information. We just
took the train and got stuck at Choa
Chu Kang,” he said.

Student care teacher Bella Ravi,
26, was travelling to Woodlands
from Clementi.

“If not for the disruptions, I
would already be home. It normally
would have taken me 30 minutes,
but I had to wait for the bus for an
hour” she said.

By 8.10pm, regular train services
progressively resumed between
Choa Chu Kang and Yew Tee sta-
tions, according to SMRT.

Singapore has one of the highest
occurrences of lightning in the
world, earning the Republic its
reputation as a lightning capital.

In January, three workers on the
roof of a Build-To-Order block in
Bartley were taken to hospital after
a bolt of lightning struck near
them.

Stray streaks of lightning have al-
so resulted in delays after striking
trains or trackside equipment in
2016 and 2017.

aqing@sph.com.sg
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The sea of stranded train commuters at Yew Tee station waiting to catch a bus ride following the disruption on June 3. PHOTO: NAW PA ZAW PHAW/FACEBOOK
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Above: A notice at Yew Tee station about the disrupted
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services between affected stops. 5T PHOTO: SHINTARO TAY
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India awaits

election

outcome as

huge vote

count begins

Results out on June 4, with PM Modi
widely expected to win historic third term

Rohini Mohan
India Correspondent

BENGALURU - It has been over six
weeks since the first votes were
cast in India’s gargantuan general
election, and now the results of the
democratic exercise will finally be
made public on June 4.

More than 642 million people
cast their ballot over seven phases
held between April 19 and June 1 for
543 parliamentary constituencies
spread across 28 states and eight
union territories.

The voter turnout of 66.4 per
cent in the 2024 polls is one per-
centage point lower than in the
previous national parliamentary
election held in 2019.

Chief election commissioner Ra-
jiv Kumar called the feat “a world
record” in a press conference on
June 3, and asked journalists and
officials to join him in giving Indi-
an voters a standing ovation.

Now that the voting is over, a
huge process of counting the votes
cast will kick off at 8am local time
on June 4, With all constituencies
expected to start counting simulta-
neously, results are expected to be-
come clear before dusk in India.

At the start, postal ballots will be
counted. After half an hour, the
electronic  voting  machines
(EVMs) stored in a strongroom in
each of the constituencies will be
taken out and unsealed in the pres-
ence of representatives from all

participating political parties.

Analysts and exit polls widely
expect incumbent Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to win a third term,
despite his Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government’s unpopularity
in some regions due to rising prices
and livelihood struggles.

Mr Kumar said there had been
less violence, less noise, less clutter
and fewer inducements of cash and
gifts in the 2024 election because
of the Election Commission of In-
dia’s (ECI) prompt action.

But among the toughest lessons
it had learnt was to “hold elections
earlier in the year, not under such
heat”, he said.

India reported nearly 25,000
suspected heatstroke cases and 56
deaths due to a heatwave between
the months of March and May.
Four of the seven election phases
were held in May in the hottest
northern and western regions, like
Delhi and Rajasthan, where tem-
peratures soared to 50 deg C.

At least 30 polling officials re-
portedly died in the heatwave.

Mr Kumar said the ECI would al-
so “prepare better to deal with mis-
chievous narratives” that sought to
create “doubt in the election proc-
ess”, such as allegations of voter
name deletions, EVM tampering
and delays in disclosing voter tur-
nout information.

In a sign of fading trust in the ECI
due to its muted response or lack of
action over religiously incendiary
speeches made by politicians and
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Election staff in a vote-counting hall in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, during preparations on June 3. More than 642 million people cast their ballot in India’s general election
held between April 19 and June 1. The voter turnout of 66.4 per cent is one percentage point lower than in the previous election in 2019. PHOTO: REUTERS

INDIA ELECTION 2024 m

Follow The Straits Times' live coverage E

of the poll results.

allegedly irregular disclosure of da-
ta, a group of 120 civil society orga-
nisations and the opposition par-
ties met in Delhi on May 29 to de-
vise ways to monitor vote counting
in the interest of preventing fraud
and manipulation.

The participants then wrote to
all the polling officers, asking them

2 Will Prime Minister
Narendra Modi head
into a third term with
a bigger mandate?
Live coverage begins

on June 4 at 2.30pm:

str.sg/india2024-live

to ensure free, fair and accountable
counting, amid questions on the
“neutrality and fairness of the ECI".

On June 3, with just 24 hours left
for counting to begin, opposition
leaders submitted a set of seven
demands to the ECI, including live
streaming of counting, the pres-
ence of representatives of each

candidate at the counting centres,
and the counting and declaration
of total postal ballots before votes
in the EVMs are finalised.

Postal votes have become a point
of contention after a few recent in-
stances of the B]P allegedly manip-
ulating these in state elections to
influence close contests. Election
guidelines from 1961 said the postal
ballots were to be counted before
EVMSs, but in 2019, the ECI allowed
EVM counting to begin at any time.

Mr Kumar said the ECI accepted
all the demands made by the oppo-
sition parties and reassured voters
the “counting process is robust”.

A flurry of exit polls released on
the evening of June 1 gave Mr Mo-
di’s BJP and its allies a decisive win
of between 342 and 400 seats in
the Lower House of Parliament -
known as the Lok Sabha — but most
said the party may not achieve the
ambitious goal it had set for the al-
liance to bag over 400 seats.

Mr Yogendra Yadav, a psepholo-
gist-turned-political activist
whose insights are respected by
journalists and politicians, was
among those who predicted that
the BJP on its own would fall short
of the majority mark of 272 seats in

the 543-seat Lok Sabha.

He wrote in The Indian Express
on June 1that unlike in the 2014 and
2019 elections, where there was a
wave of support for Mr Modi, the
2024 election showed “the return
of normal politics” and that “every-
day issues and livelihood concerns
could no longer be bottled up”.

But Ms Neerja Chowdhury, a po-
litical columnist and the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide, told
The Straits Times that even though
voters in some states like Maha-
rashtra, Rajasthan and Haryana
showed disaffection towards the
BJP, “by and large, people seemed
to be voting for continuity of the
Prime Minister”.

“Other than (India’s first prime
minister Jawaharlal) Nehru, no
other prime minister has won
three terms, and that too with an
increased majority each time. So, if
exit polls are right, it would be his-
toric,” Ms Chowdhury said. “But
the flip side of the story is that such
concentration of power and a wea-
kened opposition is not good for
democracy, as there would be few-
er checks and balances.”

rmohan@sph.com.sg

Death toll from India’s heatwaves could be much higher than 56

NEW DELHI - India saw nearly
25,000 cases of suspected heat-
stroke and 56 people lost their lives
after several heatwave days across
the country from March to May.
May has been a particularly bad
month for the region, with temper-
atures in the capital Delhi and the
nearby state of Rajasthan touching

50 deg C.

In contrast, parts of eastern India
have been reeling under the im-
pact of Cyclone Remal. Heavy
downpours in the north-eastern
state of Assam have killed 14 people
since May 28.

In the island nation of Sri Lanka,
at least 15 people have died due to

flooding and landslides after heavy
monsoon rain lashed the region,
said the country’s Disaster Man-
agement Centre on June 2,

A confluence of factors has led to
a very hot summer in South Asia -
a trend scientists say has been
worsened by human-driven cli-
mate change.

At least 33 people, including
polls officials on duty in India’s
just-concluded general election,
died of suspected heatstroke in the
states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
in the north, and Odisha in the east
on May 3L

Data from the National Centre of
Disease Control showed the situa-

tion was the worst in May, with 46
heat-related deaths and 19,189 sus-
pected heatstroke cases, reported
news website The Print. Including
the suspected cases, the total num-
ber of deaths in India could be
much higher at 80, The Hindu
newspaper reported.

Over 5,000 cases of heatstroke

were detected in the central state
of Madhya Pradesh alone.

The weather office has predicted
that heatwave conditions will be
less severe till June 5 and an early
arrival of the monsoon season in
the southern state of Kerala last
week is expected to bring more re-
lief. REUTERS
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Claudia
Sheinbaum wins
In a landslide to
become country’s
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president | All

COMMENTARY
Seoul's tough choice

For South Korea,
Trump-proofing can be risky
business. Seoul could rush to
lock in terms on US troop
presence ahead of the US
presidential election. But
what if the pre-emptive
move annoys Donald Trump,
should he make a comeback?

str.sg/risky-business
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Aussie campus
protests over Gaza

Rallies against Israel’s strikes on Gaza lead
to some stand-offs but no major disruptions

Jonathan Pearlman
For The Straits Times

SYDNEY - The lawns outside Syd-
ney University’s 19th-century,
Gothic-style quadrangle building
are typically bustling with stu-
dents, chatting or resting during
breaks between classes.

But since April 23, the lawns
have been occupied by rows of
tents, alongside Palestinian flags
and makeshift signs with slogans
such as “Free Gaza”, as part of a
student protest against Israel’s
strikes on Gaza.

The encampment — which began
as a show of support for similar
camps at Columbia University and
elsewhere in the US - is the first in
Australia. But it was followed by
similar pro-Palestinian camps on
major campuses such as Mel-
bourne University and Australian
National University (ANU).

These have disrupted some cam-
pus activities and led to class can-
cellations at Melbourne University,
but have so far not led to the sort of
arrests and clashes that have un-
folded across the US.

The protesters are urging univer-
sities to disclose and end any fi-
nancial ties to Israel as well as to

boycott Israeli institutions and
academics over the war in Ga-

za. They have also made broader
demands for universities to dis-
close and cut ties with weapons
manufacturers.

Near the Sydney University
camp, Mr Tony Park, a 25-year-old
medical student from South Ko-
rea, told The Straits Times on May
30 that he had not had any engage-
ment with the protesters and had
not been affected by them.

“When 1 first saw it, [ thought
there was some kind of student
camp going on,” he said. “Then I
saw there were some protests go-
ing on. It doesn't really bother me.”

Universities have tended to call
for the camps to be disbanded due
to concerns about health and safe-
ty, but have supported the right to
protest peacefully on campus.

Several camps have disbanded
after facing warnings of disciplin-
ary action. Others have ended vol-
untarily. It is believed about five
camps remain.

The most recent stand-off was at
an encampment at ANU in Canber-
ra, where police ordered protesters
to move by May 28, warning
that they may face arrest.

University administrators said a
recent fire alarm indicated that the
protest risked interfering with
evacuation procedures and was a
safety hazard. As the deadline
loomed, the protesters moved to a
separate site about 50m away.

A 23-year-old Singaporean stu-
dent at ANU told ST the protests
there initially attracted a lot of at-
tention, but most students have
“oot used to them being there”.

The sociology student, who
asked to remain anonymous, said

the protesters had not harassed
passers-by but did create some un-
ease.

But she added: “There is a level
of tension that makes people who
walk past feel unsafe. Occasionally
there were counter-protests, and it
got a little rowdy at times. It was
not violent, but it was loud and
scary.”

The student said she has been in
Australia for more than two years
but had not previously seen pro-
tests such as these, which have
continued for weeks in the centre
of the university. She said she
“chose to stay neutral” on issues
such as the Gaza war and the uni-
versity’s dealings with weapons
companies.

“It was interesting to see the pro-

No big clashes amld

Medical student
Tony Park said he
had not had any
engagement with
the protesters at
Sydney
University and
was not affected
by them.

tests,” she said. “Especially, coming
from Singapore, seeing an actual
protest is new to me.”

Professor Grady Venville, ANU’s
deputy vice-chancellor, warned on
May 31that protesters will be asked
to leave the campus if they disrupt
exams, which began on May 30
and continue until June 15.

“These exams represent the cul-
mination of a semester’s worth of
hard work, study and dedication
by ANU students,” she said in a
statement.

“Our students, staff and com-
munity have the right to freely pro-
test... But protest must be safe, ap-
propriate for our campus, and ad-
here to Australian law.”

The most disruptive protest oc-
curred at Melbourne University,

where students occupied a build-

ty’s demand to leave, resulting in
the cancellation of some classes.

versity said it would make addi-

protesters said was a “major win”.
ters, Sydney University on May
posal was reportedly rejected by

protesters.
The university’s offer was “in-

ganising the protests, told The Syd-
ney Morning Herald.

mands, and it’s designed to demo-

bilise our movement and bog us
down in bureaucracy,” he said.

on campus. Some Jewish students

tion, harassment and violence.
Education Minister Jason Clare
has urged universities to stamp out

dents and staff are safe.

idation or intolerance.”

Labor government to denounce
the encampments and to condemn

to the protesters.

sity of Sydney is a shocking deci-

: MUST BE LAWFUL
ing for about a week in mid-May. :

: Qur students, staff and

The students refused the universi-
: community have the right

Eventually, the protesters agreed | to freely protest... But

to leave on May 23, after the uni- : protest must be safe,

. appropriate for our

tional disclosures of its research :

grant arrangements — a move the . campus, and adhere to

- Australian law.
[n another concession to protes- :

28 offered to review its ties to de- : , ,

fence companies, though the pro- :

: PROFESSOR GRADY VENVILLE,

: deputy vice-chancellor of Australian
: National University.

credibly inadequate”, Mr Deaglan :
Godwin, a student involved in or- :

NO ROOM FOR HATE
“It does not meet any of our de- :

- People have got a right to
. protest, but they've got to

The protests have raised con- do it peacefully. There's no

cerns about rising anti-Semitism place for hate or

. intimidation or
have reportedly avoided attending

classes due to the risk of intimida- : intolerance.

99

anti-Semitism and ensure all stu- MR JASON CLARE. Education

“People have got a right to pro- i "Inister.

test, but they’ve got to do it peace- :
fully” he told ABC News on May 15. :
“There’s no place for hate or intim-
: NOT BOTHERED

But the opposition has ureed the : " .
o . : When | first saw it, |

: thought there was some
concessions made by universities :

. kind of student camp

“The capitulation by the Univer- | going on. Then | saw there

. were some protests going

sion and will only strengthen the : .
resolve of the activists,” said the : on. It doesn’t really bother

opposition’s education spokeswo- : ME

man Sarah Henderson on May 28. :

99

most students appear able to go :

: MR TONY PARK a 25-year-old

: medical student from South Korea.
Mr Seung Wook Lee, a :

21-year-old veterinary science stu- :

dent from South Korea, said the :

For now, it seems, the remaining
protests are likely to stay, though

about their studies unaffected.

Near the lawns at Sydney Univer-
sity,

protests “don’t really affect me”.

He initially said he had not inter-
acted with the protesters, but then :

corrected himself: “Actually, we

had some really good free food that

they were offering.”

jonathanmpeariman@gmail.com

Doubts grow over Gaza truce plan as Israel-Hamas battles rage

RAFAH, Palestinian Territories -
Doubts were growing on June 3
about a plan for a Gaza ceasefire
and hostage release deal outlined
by US President Joe Biden as heavy
fighting raged for a third day since
his White House address.

Mr Biden on May 31 presented
what he labelled an Israeli three-
phase plan that would end the
bloody conflict, free all hostages
and lead to the reconstruction of
the devastated Palestinian territory
without Hamas in power.

“The outline that President Biden
presented is partial,” Israeli govern-
ment spokesman David Mencer
quoted Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu as saying, adding that
“the war will be stopped for the pur-
pose of returning the hostages”, af-
ter which discussions will follow on
how to achieve Israel’s goal of elim-
inating Hamas.

Mr Netanyahu, in a separate
statement issued by his office, said
“claims that we have agreed to a
ceasefire without our conditions

being met are incorrect”.

Israeli media questioned to what
extent Mr Biden’s speech and some
crucial details were coordinated
with Mr Netanyahu's team, includ-
ing how long any truce would hold.

Mediators the US, Qatar and
Egypt later said they called on both
Hamas and Israel to finalise the deal
“embodying the principles outlined
by President Joe Biden”.

White House National Security
Council spokesman John Kirby on
June 2 said “we have every expecta-
tion that if Hamas agrees to the pro-
posal... that Israel would say yes”
And Secretary of State Antony Blin-
ken “commended” Israel on the
plan in a phone call with war Cabi-
net member Benny Gantz and De-
fence Minister Yoav Gallant, the

State Department said.
But for now, the bombardments

and combat showed no sign of eas-
ing in the Gaza war, soon entering
its ninth month that has devastated
the Palestinian coastal territory of
2.4 million people.

On June 3, the Israeli military said
its forces had struck “over 50 tar-
gets in the Gaza Strip”.

The Health Ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza on June 3 reported at least
40 deaths over the past 24 hours.

The Gaza war was sparked by Ha-
mas’ Oct 7 attack, which resulted in
the deaths of 1,190 people, mostly
civilians, according to an AFP tally
based on Israeli official figures. Mil-
itants also took about 250 hostages,
120 of whom remain in Gaza, in-
cluding 37 the army says are dead.

Israels retaliatory bombard-
ments and ground offensive have
killed at least 36,479 people in Ga-
za, mostly civilians, the enclave’s
Health Ministry said on June 3.

Heavy fighting has raged, espe-
cially in Gaza’s far-southern Rafah
area near the Egyptian border,
where most civilians have again
been displaced, said UN agencies.

Air strikes and artillery shelling
were reported in Rafah, mainly in
the Tal Al-Sultan neighbourhood,
as well as in Gaza City, witnesses

told AFP.

The army said: “Troops are con-
tinuing intelligence-based targeted
operations in the Rafah area.

“Over the past day, the troops
conducted scans and located terror
infrastructure and large quantities
of weapons.”

Gaza’s European hospital said 10
people were killed and several
wounded in an Israeli air strike on a
house near the main southern city
of Khan Younis.

Six people were reported killed in
a strike on a family home in the cen-
tral Bureij refugee camp, according
to Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital.

Mr Netanyahu — a hawkish veter-
an leading a fragile coalition go-
vernment often described as the
most right-wing in Israel’s history —
is under intense domestic pressure
from two sides.

Relatives and supporters of hos-
tages have staged mass protests de-
manding that he strike a truce deal
— but Mr Netanyahu's far-right coa-
lition allies are threatening to bring

down the government if he does.

According to Mr Biden, Israel’s
three-stage offer would begin with
a six-week phase that would see Is-
raeli forces withdraw from all pop-
ulated areas of Gaza and an initial
hostage-prisoner exchange.

Both sides would then negotiate
for a lasting ceasefire, with the
truce to continue as long as talks are
ongoing, Mr Biden said, adding it
was “time for this war to end”.

Mr Netanyahu took issue with Mr
Biden’s presentation, insisting that
according to the “exact outline pro-
posed by Israel” the transition from
one stage to the next was “condi-
tional” and crafted to allow it to
maintain its war aims.

Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich and National Security Minis-
ter [tamar Ben-Gvir, leaders of ex-
treme-right parties, warned they
would leave the government if it en-
dorsed the truce proposal.

But opposition leader Yair Lapid,
a centrist former premier, said the
government “cannot ignore Biden'’s

important speech” and vowed to
back Mr Netanyahu if his far-right
coalition partners quit.

Mr Gallant, who has criticised Mr
Netanyahu over the lack of a post-
war plan for Gaza, said on June 2
that Israel was “assessing a govern-
ing alternative” to Hamas to rule the
territory after the war ends.

UN and other aid agencies have
warned for months of the looming
risk of famine in the besieged terri-
tory.

At a hospital in Deir al-Balah, 33-
year-old Amira al-Taweel said her
frail son, suffering from malnutri-
tion, “needs treatment and milk,
but there’s none available in Gaza”

Israel’s seizure in May of the Ra-
fah crossing has further slowed
sporadic aid deliveries for Gaza’s
people and effectively closed its
main exit point on the Egyptian
border. Cairo refuses to coordinate
with Israel humanitarian deliveries
through Rafah, but has agreed to
send some aid via Israels Kerem
Shalom crossing. AFP
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One can dream:
Chinese youth
snap up lottery
scratch cards
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One example of a
30-yuan scratch
card. In the top
section, the
player wins
money if he
uncovers a
dragon symbol
(he does not). In
the bottom
section, the
player wins the
corresponding
amount of money
if the numbers
“26" and "04"
appear ("26"
appears twice,
s0 he wins 50 +
50 =100 yuan).
PHOTO: WEI FENG
LIN LIN/
XIAQHONGSHU

A woman checking the results of her scratch card at a Beijing Inttery-sture. While gambling is illegal in China, state-run lotteries have been permitted since the 1980s, when the government saw these as a
tool to fill an urgent need: raising funds for public welfare spending. 5T PHOTO: JOYCE ZK LIM

Joyee ZK Lim
China Correspondent

BEIJING - Lottery scratch cards,
which offer players a chance towin
over one million yuan (S$190,000)
for a modest outlay, have been sell-
ing at record high volumes in China
since the Covid-19 pandemic.

They have grown so popular that
the state-regulated supply can
hardly keep up with demand. Since
April, scratch card shortages have
made local headlines as lottery
stores across the country ran out of
stock for days at a time.

“China Red”, “Joyful Encounter”
and “Good Luck Tenfold” were
among the auspiciously named
scratch cards, mostly priced be-
tween five yuan and 50 yuan, that
have been missing from store
shelves.

Fuelling the scratch card boom
are young people, who have em-
braced what is often seen as an ol-
der person’s game.

Amid a challenging job market
and uncertain economic prospects,
Chinese youth have turned to the
lottery for some combination of a
fun pastime, a respite from the rat
race, and even a shot at an over-
night windfall.

“Who knows, if you win a big
prize you won't have to work any
more,” tech company employee
Huang Yuxin, 26, told The Straits
Times.

The game is simple and gratifica-
tion is instant. Players buy a card,
scratch off the surface, then follow
the written instructions — usually
some variation on searching for a
specific symbol or number - to
determine if they have won some-

thing.

Most of the time, they get noth-
ing. In the rarest of cases, they can
win upwards of one million yuan.

Winning  probabilities and
payouts depend on the type of
scratch card. In one example, a 30-
yuan scratch card leaves players
empty-handed 64 per cent of the
time, breaking even 25 per cent of
the time, winning amounts from
50 yuan to 10,000 yuan with expo-
nentially decreasing odds - and
with a one in five million shot of
walking home with the top prize of
one million yuan.

In 2023, sales of scratch cards, or
instant lottery tickets — one of five
state-sanctioned lottery types —
surged to 119 billion yuan, more
than double the amount in 2022.
The trend continued into the first
quarter of 2024, with sales reac-
hing 39 billion yuan, a 10-year-
high, according to figures from
China’s Finance Ministry.

Only licensed vendors can sell
scratch cards. Apart from lottery
shops, the cards can also be found
at licensed convenience stores and
even some cafes or bubble tea
joints capitalising on the lottery’s
popularity to attract customers.

Almost 85 per cent of lottery
players are 18 to 34 years old, and
over 60 per cent have at least an
undergraduate degree, according
to an October 2023 report by Chi-
nese market research institute
Mob.

Administrative manager Wang
Bing, 31, who spends 100 yuan on
the lottery every two weeks, tells
ST that scratching cards with
friends is a fun group activity, and
that the game is “very de-stress-
ing”.

Freelancer Xu Chenxi, 25, is a
self-professed scratch card addict
who spends 1,200 yuan to 1,800

yuan on the lottery every week, af-
ter getting hooked when he won
700 yuan off one card in March.

Despite making net losses on
scratch cards, he told ST the appeal
of the game lies in the thrill and an-
ticipation of winning. “You’'ll never
know, the next card you scratch
could win you 100,000 yuan.”

Dr Dan Wang, chief economist at
Hang Seng Bank in Shanghai, said:
“The lottery is a form of cheap en-
tertainment which satisfies the
needs of stressed-out young peo-
ple in China.”

A contributing factor to this
stress is that “the job market for
the youth remains harsh, as many
companies continue their restruc-
turing this year”, she told ST.

Youth unemployment stood at
4.7 per cent in April — almost
thrice the surveyed urban unem-

ployment rate — and is expected to
go up as a record 11.79 million col-
lege graduates join the workforce
in 2024.

Meanwhile, lay-offs and wage
cuts across multiple industries,

from tech to finance to property,
have exacerbated worries about
job security.

Mr Xu, the freelancer, concurs.

“The economic environment is
not good: People can't find jobs, in-
comes are not high, and there may
be loans to pay off” he noted.
“Young people, who tend to prefer
‘lying flat’, could thus be pinning
their get-rich hopes on the lottery
instead.”

While gambling is illegal in Chi-
na, state-run lotteries have been
permitted since the 1980s, when
the government saw these as a tool
to fill an urgent need: raising funds

Sales of instant lottery tickets surged through
the pandemic, reaching a record high
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for public welfare spending.

The country today has two lot-
tery operators — China Welfare
Lottery and China Sports Lottery —
both of which told local media that
the scratch card shortages were
the result of sky-high demand that
production and supply could not
keep up with. The shortages would
take some time to ease, they added.

This has left some lottery store
owners, whose revenues are a mar-
gin of the tickets they sell, high and
dry. A store owner in Beijing told
ST that since April, he had been re-
ceiving only 30 per cent of his
usual supply of scratch cards, and
expects this to remain the case for
the coming months. As a result, his
income has taken a huge hit, but he
still has to pay rent.

The former salesman in his 50s,
who declined to give his name, said
he had only just started his busi-
ness six months ago, after deciding
that the booming demand for
scratch cards would assure him of a
steady income. In hindsight, this
was “very unlucky”

The scratch card shortages have
drawn speculation — since refuted
by the lottery companies — that the
authorities had sought to control
the cards’ booming sales.

Dr Wang believes a crackdown is
unlikely. By law, 20 per cent of the
proceeds from scratch card sales
go towards a public welfare fund
that finances social projects in ar-
eas such as eldercare and child ser-
vices.

With taxes collected from com-
panies and individuals falling since
the start of the year, the govern-
ment needs new sources of reve-
nue, such as that from fines and
lotteries, she said.

joycelim@sph.com.sg

Beijing criticises US over support for Philippines

BEIJING - China said the US has
played an “extremely dishonoura-
ble role” in supporting and cooper-
ating with the Philippines, using is-
sues in the South China Sea to un-
dermine relations between Beijing
and the region.

“It is very clear to the discerning
eye who the Philippines is serving
in its foreign policy and for whom it
is working in its maritime oper-
ations,” China’s Foreign Ministry
said on June 3 in response to recent
remarks by Philippine President

Ferdinand Marcos |Jr.

China is willing to continue to
work with Asean countries, includ-
ing the Philippines, to manage dif-
ferences at sea and deepen sea-re-
lated cooperation, it said.

Mr Marcos on May 31 denounced
illegal, coercive and aggressive ac-
tions being taken in disputed wa-
ters of the South China Sea.
Speaking at the opening of the
Shangri-La Dialogue defence sum-
mit in Singapore, Mr Marcos said
the Philippines and other South-

east Asian countries have a vision
for “peace, stability, and prosper-
ity” in the South China Sea, but that
this was being undermined by oth-
er actors, without naming China.
“Unfortunately, this vision re-
mains for now a distant reality. [lle-
gal, coercive, aggressive and decep-
tive actions continue to violate our
sovereignty, sovereign rights and
jurisdiction,” Mr Marcos said.
Encounters between the Philip-
pines and China in Asia’s most con-
tested waters have grown more

tense and frequent during the past
year, as Beijing presses its claims to
shoals in waters that Manila says
are well within its exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

China’s coast guard has stepped
up so-called grey-zone activities
such as use of water cannon, colli-
sions and ramming tactics to try to
stop Philippine resupply and patrol
missions. It has also deployed fish-
ing boats that the Philippines and
its allies consider militia.

The Philippines, a treaty ally of

the US, is a key focus of Washing-
ton’s efforts to strengthen alliances
and partnerships in the Asia-Pacif-
ic region as it seeks to counter Chi-
na’s growing military might and in-
fluence.

Given its position in the South
China Sea and proximity to self-
ruled Taiwan, which China claims
as its own, Philippine support
would be crucial for the US in the
event of any conflict. REUTERS, AFP

SEE OPINION - B3

Hopes high
as China’s
lunar probe
set to begin
historic
trip back

BEIJING - China’s Chang’e-6 lu-
nar probe looks set to begin its
historic journey back to Earth
from the Moon’s far side after
collecting samples that scien-
tists expect will help answer
key questions about the early
evolution of the solar system.

Chang’e-6, named after the
mythical Chinese Moon god-
dess, was launched on May 3
from the southern Chinese is-
land province of Hainan.

The fully robotic probe land-
ed on June 2 in a previously un-
explored location in a gigantic
impact crater called the South-
Pole Aitken Basin, on the side
of the Moon that permanently
faces away from Earth.

China’s previous Chang'e
mission collected samples
from the Moon’s near side in
December 2020, restarting
global lunar material retrieval
efforts after a gap of 44 years.

The uncrewed Luna 24 mis-
sion launched by the former
Soviet Union in 1976 collected
170.1g of samples from Mare
Crisium, or “Sea of Crises”, on
the near side of the Moon.

Between 1969 and 1972, six
Apollo missions, all crewed,
collected 2,200 samples
weighing a total of 382kg, also
from the side of the Moon fac-
ing Earth.

Dr James Carpenter, head of
the European Space Agency’s
lunar science office, said the
samples collected by the Apol-
lo missions from the Moon’s
near side suggested the South-
Pole Aitken Basin on the far
side was caused by an epoch of
extremely heavy bombard-
ment of the solar system, Earth
and Moon.

“This is a really core event in
the history of the whole solar
system, but there is some con-
troversy about whether it hap-
pened or not,” he said.

“To understand that, you
need to anchor those events,
and that’s going to be done
with samples from the lunar
far side from the South-Pole
Aitken Basin.”

After landing, Chang’e-6 had
a 14-hour window to drill, ex-
cavate and seal 2kg of material,
with the goal of being the first
probe to bring back such sam-
ples from the Moon’s far side.
This compares with the
21-hour window Chang’e-5 had
in 2020.

“Once it gets dark, once the
Sun goes over the horizon, the
mission has to end, so thereisa
limited time window between
landing, getting those sam-
ples, and getting off the sur-
face again, so it’s quite an ex-
citing mission because it has to
be done quickly,” Dr Carpenter
said.

While China said it improved
the efficiency of its digging
and drilling machines com-
pared with 2020, the mission
could still encounter snags at
the sampling phase.

Chang'e-5 returned 1.73kg of
lunar samples, rather than the
planned 2kg, as the drill was
only able to create a hole Im
deep, rather than 2m, after en-
countering impenetrable
layers beneath the surface.

The Change-6 samples will
be transferred and sealed on a
rocket booster atop the lander,
which will launch back into
space, dock with another spa-
cecraft in lunar orbit and
transfer the samples.

A landing in China’s Inner
Mongolia is expected around
June 25.

Throughout the probe’s jour-
ney, payloads from Italian,
French and Pakistani research
institutes, as well as the Euro-
pean Space Agency, will collect
data on questions pertaining
to space and the Moon, high-
lighting the growing interna-
tional weight of China’s space
programme, which is compet-
ing with the United States to
build a lunar outpost in the
next decade.

Dr Carpenter said there was
“extremely strong” collabora-
tion between European and
Chinese scientists in analysing
the lunar samples brought
back by Changle-5, and he
hopes this would be repeated
for Chang’e-6. REUTERS
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Johor postpones start of trial for QR code clearance at Causeway

J[OHOR BAHRU - The proof-of-concept (POC) period
for the QR code immigration clearance at Bangunan
Sultan Iskandar CIQ (BSI) for users crossing the Cause-
way is poised to start in two weeks, said Johor state
executive councillor Fazli Salleh on June 2.

The Johor works, transportation, infrastructure and
communication committee chairman said that for
now, the new QR code system is undergoing testing at
only the Sultan Abu Bakar Complex CIQ (KSAB) at the
Second Link.

“The POC period at the KSAB began as scheduled on
Saturday (June 1) and so far, it is running smoothly.
During the POC period, we will be testing two mobile
apps,” Mr Fazli told reporters on June 2.

“Those travelling through KSAB can use the QR code
system through MyTrip, which is embedded in the My-
Sejahtera mobile app. At the BSI, the mobile app trav-
ellers can use to test out the system is called MyRentas.

“However, MyRentas’ applications are still being de-
veloped and are expected to be fully ready within the
next two weeks.”

Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Fadillah Yusof
previously announced that the three-month POC for
both BSI and KSAB would begin on June 1, applicable
initially to Malaysian motorcycle and bus travellers.

Mr Fazli emphasised the importance of user feed-
back during the POC period to gauge the effectiveness
of MyTrip.

“We need the feedback so that at the end of the POC
period, we can determine which application is better.
Based on our simulation, the usage of a QR code is five
seconds faster compared with autogate usage.”

He added that the MyRentas POC period will take
three months and the trial will be conducted in phases
involving bus passengers and motorcyclists.

Earlier, The Star reported that the QR code system
for Malaysian travellers had seen an encouraging re-
sponse, with nearly 70,000 people registering to use
the system aimed at expediting immigration clearance
at the border crossings with Singapore.

Johor Immigration Department acting director Faizal
Shamsudin said the substantial registration figure was
a very clear indication of travellers’ enthusiasm for
testing the new immigration clearance method.

Mr Faizal said MyTrip has been functioning well
without major hiccups on the first day of the POC,
while similar QR code applications at the BSI had yet to
start due to technical glitches.

THE STAR/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Travellers using the e-gates at Bangunan Sultan Iskandar CIQ (BSI) as Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Fadillah Yusof (far left) looks on. The proof-of-concept period for the QR code
immigration clearance at BSI for users crossing the Causeway is poised to start in two weeks. PHOTO: FADILLAH YUSOF/FACEBOOK

Hong Kong police warn
of spike In fake banknotes

About 3,400 counterfeit notes
of various denominations seized
between January and April

The Hong Kong police have
warned the public about counter-
feit banknotes amid a sharp rise in
fake currency changing hands in
the city from January to April.

The police seized 3,396 fake
notes of various denominations —
with a face value of HK$2.55 mil-
lion (S$440,260) — over the four
months, reported the South China
Morning Post (SCMP).

This is an increase from the 553
bills, totalling HK$166,220, seized
over the same period in 2023.

The publication reported that
three cases of deception involving
cryptocurrency transactions ac-
counted for a big portion of coun-
terfeits in 2024, with the police
seizing 1,693 “training notes” and
347 low-quality fake notes.

“Training notes” are said to be
used to train bank staff. However,
they have no security features and
are not genuine currency.

It added that three people were
arrested in connection with these
cases.

A total of 2,053 forged HK$1L,000
notes have been seized so far in
2024,

Meanwhile, the number of fake
HK$500 notes went up to 919 -
more than four times the 177 seized
in the first four months of 2023.

Other counterfeit notes included
404 HK$%100 notes, five HK$50
notes, four HK$20 notes and 1l
HKS$10 notes.

“Most of the seized counterfeit
Hong Kong banknotes are of low
printing quality,” SCMP quoted a
police spokesman as saying.

The police have urged the public
to be on the lookout for fake notes
and check for security features
such as the dynamic shimmering
pattern and windowed metallic
thread used on genuine Hong Kong

EASY TO TELL DIFFERENCE

Most of the seized
counterfeit Hong Kong
banknotes are of low

printing quality.

)P

A HONG KONG POLICE SPOKESMAN,
quoted in SCMP.

notes.

The city’s Monetary Authority
states that when genuine bills are
tilted, the ring in the dynamic
shimmering pattern moves corre-
spondingly. The large and small
rings on the metallic thread do so
as well.

Hong Kong’s currency is also
printed with a strong embossed
feel, as compared with fake notes
which have smooth surfaces.

A police source told SCMP that

the quality of fakes was so poor
that people should be able to tell
the difference simply by looking at
or touching them.

Counterfeiters would usually tar-
get convenience stores and taxi
drivers to slip the fakes into circu-
lation, he added.

Another source said that the
counterfeit situation was not that
alarming, as the fakes were a very
small percentage of the total vol-
ume of genuine notes in circula-
tion.

Citing the Monetary Authority,
the publication said there were
HK$6M billion in notes and coins
in circulation as at March.

The source believed the quantity
of counterfeit notes would de-
crease as electronic payment
methods become more popular,
SCMP said.

The production, circulation or
passing of counterfeit notes as gen-
uine is punishable by up to 14 years
in jail under Hong Kong law.

“On receiving a counterfeit bank-

note, you should immediately hand
it over to the police or a bank and
do not attempt to reuse it,” the po-
lice spokesman said.

SCMP reported that fraudsters
have used training notes to swindle
people in transactions related to
cryptocurrency in recent years.

In a case in July 2023, scammers
cheated a female accountant of
HK$1 million in digital currency us-
ing fake notes at a fake cryptocur-
rency shop in Tsim Sha Tsui.

The woman had wanted to ex-
change her cryptocurrency for
cash, and was served by a man who
placed a stack of what appeared to
be HK$L,000 notes on the counter.

Following instructions, the
woman transferred her Tether dig-
ital currency worth HK$1 million to
an e-wallet account.

Once the transfer was complet-
ed, the man said he needed to go to
the toilet and asked her to wait out-
side the shop, leaving the stack of
cash on the counter.

However, she realised it was a
scam when the man did not return
and became uncontactable. She
subsequently made a police report.

SCMP said it had learnt that the
stack of cash had only two real
banknotes — at the top and the bot-
tom — with the rest made up of
training notes.

A similar case in May 2024 in-
volved a 35-year-old man who was
reportedly cheated of HK$1 million
worth of Tether, also at a shop in
Tsim Sha Tsui.
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cations, so that the school could re-
port them to the police, it added.
HKU, Hong Kong’s oldest tertiary
institution, ranks 35th in the Times
Higher Education World University
Rankings in 2024. It is sixth in the
publication’s Asian University

suspected fake student admissions pesch gardn
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students who submitted fake docu-
4 pax

ments in their applications.

The University of Hong Kong’s
(HKU) business school has made a

plications were not authentic,
SCMP reported on May 31.

police report about suspected
fraudulent student admissions and
warned students not to risk gaining
entry through illegal means.

According to the South China
Morning Post (SCMP), the report
came after an internal investigation
by the school.

It added that it would revoke ad-
missions and cancel registrations of
students if it found enough evi-
dence of misconduct.

“According to the law, making,
using and possessing a false instru-
ment are serious crimes,” HKU said
on May 3L

HKU also required that the stu- Rankings.
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ments during the admission proc-
ess,” the school was quoted as say-
ing on May 3L It gave no further de-
tails.

On May 20, a person posted on
LIHKG, a Hong Kong-based forum
website, claiming to be graduating
from the university soon. In simpli-
fied Chinese, he said the qualifica-

institutes through illegal means.”

Additionally, the school de-
nounced agencies that claimed to
offer “guaranteed admissions”, and
those “profiting from fabricating
application materials”.

SCMP reported that the incident
involved postgraduate students.

The publication quoted a Hong
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Fake news

and videos
created to
undermine
Paris Games

Report details Russian propaganda group’s
efforts to get people to avoid the Olympics

PARIS - With its athletes barred
from competing in the Summer
Olympics under the country’s flag,
Russia has turned its fury on the
Games and the 2024 host, Paris.

Russian propagandists have cre-
ated an hour-long documentary,
spoofed news reports and even
mimicked French and US intelli-
gence agencies to issue fake warn-
ings urging people to avoid the
Games, according to a report re-
leased on June 2 by Microsoft.

The report details the disinforma-
tion campaign created by a group
the company calls Storm-1679. The
campaign appears to have acceler-
ated since March, flooding social
media with short videos raising
alarms about possible terrorist at-
tacks and stoking fears about safety.

The operation, while aimed at the
Games, is using various techniques
to spread disinformation that could
also be employed in European and
US elections.

US and French officials have
tracked the campaign. One US offi-
cial said Russian disinformation,
spread by the Kremlin via social
media, continued to threaten the
security of the US and its allies.

The group has also tried to goad

fact-checkers into examining its
claims, hoping to use the attention
to spread the disinformation to new
audiences as it is called out.

For months, French officials have
focused on the ways Russia could
seek to undermine the Games.
Hackers affiliated with Russian in-
telligence disrupted the opening
ceremony of the 2018 Winter Olym-
pics in South Korea, and French of-
ficials are preparing for more cyber
attacks in 2024.

France raised its terrorism warn-
ing level after an attack by militant
eroup ISIS in Moscow in March and
threats against high-profile soccer
matches in Paris. It has also in-
creased security for the Olympics.

Neither French nor US officials
are warning people to stay away
from the Games, but the Russian
disinformation campaign is de-
signed to scare people into doing
just that.

Researchers at Microsoft and US
government officials have identi-
fied a number of groups affiliated
with the Kremlin that are spreading
disinformation aimed at Europe
and the US.

Some are directed by aides to
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

S. Korea plans to suspend
military pact with
North over trash balloons

SEOUL - South Korea plans to sus-
pend a military agreement signed
with North Korea in 2018 aimed at
easing tensions, the presidential
office said on June 3, after Seoul
warned of a strong response to bal-
loons launched by Pyongyang car-
rying trash to the South.

North Korea has launched hun-
dreds of balloons carried by wind
across the border that dropped
trash throughout South Korea,
which called it a provocation and
rejected Pyongyang’s claim that it
was done to inconvenience its
neighbour.

South Korea’s National Security
Council said it would raise the plan
to suspend the entirety of the mil-
itary agreement for approval by the
Cabinet at a meeting on June 3.

Suspending the agreement will
pave the way for the South to con-
duct training near the military bor-
der and take “sufficient and imme-
diate measures” in response to
North Korea’s provocation, the
council said in a statement.

It did not elaborate on what
those measures may be.

The military agreement, which
was the most substantive deal to
come out of months of historic
summit meetings between the two
Koreas in 2018, had been all but
scrapped when Pyongyang de-

clared in 2023 that it was no longer
bound by it.

Since then, the North has de-
ployed troops and weapons at
guard posts near the military bor-
der.

By continuing to comply with the
pact, “there have been considera-
ble problems in our military’s rea-
diness posture”, the council said.

South Korea has previously said
it would take “unendurable” mea-
sures against North Korea for send-
ing the trash balloons over the bor-
der, which could include blaring
propaganda from loudspeakers po-
sitioned at the border directed at
the North.

North Korea has said its balloons
were in retaliation for a propagan-
da campaign by North Korean de-
fectors and activists in South Ko-
rea, who regularly send inflatables
containing anti-Pyongyang lea-
flets, food, medicine, money and
USB sticks loaded with K-pop mu-
sic videos and dramas across the
border.

North Korea has reacted angrily
to the campaign because it is wor-
ried about the potential impact of
the materials on the psychology of
the people who read or listen to
them and on the state’s control of
the public, experts said.
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Others are affiliated with Russian
intelligence. Some hide behind fake
non-profit groups.

Others are veterans of the Inter-
net Research Agency, a St Peters-
burg troll farm that spread election
propaganda in 2016. The agency
was run by Mr Yevgeny Prigozhin,
founder of a mercenary group who
led a rebellion against the Kremlin
and then was killed in a plane crash
in 2023.

Storm-1679 appears separate
from those efforts, according to Mi-
crosoft. The group’s disinformation
is aligned with Kremlin propagan-
da, but few specifics about it are
known.

Bellingcat, a research group that
uses publicly available data to con-
duct open source investigations,
has been targeted by disinforma-
tion videos and has watched the
campaign unfold.

Bellingcat founder Eliot Higgins
says his group has not established
whether Storm-1679 is backed by
the Russian government or is inde-
pendent.

“It could be Prigozhin 2.0 doing
work for the Kremlin, or an over-
imaginative pro-Russian blogger
doing it for kicks; we just don’t

know at this point,” he said.

The work began in earnest in the
summer of 2023 with the release of
a fake documentary about the In-
ternational Olympic Committee,
expropriating Netflix’s logo and us-
ing an artificial-intelligence-po-
wered voice impersonating actor
Tom Cruise.

The committee succeeded in hav-
ing the video - a spoof of the 2013
film Olympus Has Fallen — removed
from YouTube.

The attacks have continued,
though, with persistent efforts to
discredit its leadership, the com-
mittee said in March, citing a cam-
paign that used fake recordings of
what purported to be telephone
calls by officials of the African
Union on behalf of Russia.

The Storm-1679 group now ap-
pears to be making shorter videos
that are easier to create. It used to
focus on disparaging Ukrainian ref-
ugees in the West, but after French
President Emmanuel Macron be-
gan to publicly consider sending
French troops to Ukraine, it shifted
to the Olympics.

Microsoft estimates that
Storm-1679 produces three to eight
fake videos a week, in English and

French, with many impersonating
the BBC, Al Jazeera and other
broadcasters.

The group appears to respond
quickly to news events, such as pro-
tests in New Caledonia, a French
territory in the Pacific. Others focus
on the prospect of a terrorist attack
in Paris.

Most of the videos pretending to
be from the US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) and French intelli-
gence are relatively simple. They
are unlike anything the CIA has ac-
tually produced, but to unsuspect-
ing readers online, they could ap-
pear legitimate, using the agency’s
logo and stark white-on-black ty-
pography.

“They are trying to cultivate an
anticipation of violence,” Mr Clint
Watts, head of Microsoft’s Digital
Threat Analysis Centre, said of the
eroup behind the fake posts. “They
want people to be fearful of going to
the Olympics.”

A CIA spokesperson said a video
that circulated online in February
purporting to be a warning from the
agency about terrorist attacks dur-
ing the Games was a fabrication.

In February, Viginum, the govern-
ment agency in France that com-

Olympic
torchbearer
Maxime Gohier, a
canoe polo
athlete, arriving
at Mont-5Saint-
Michel Abbey in
Normandy on
May 31, ahead of
the Paris Games
kicking off in
July. The
disinformation
campaign by a
group known as
Storm-1679
appears to have
accelerated since
March, flooding
social media with
short videos
raising alarms
about possible
terrorist attacks
and stoking fears
about safety.
PHOTO: REUTERS

bats disinformation online, identi-
fied the fake CIA video as part of a
campaign it called Matryoshka, af-
ter the nesting dolls that are popu-
lar in Russia.

The campaign was also responsi-
ble for fake videos about the do-
mestic French intelligence agency.

A person briefed on the French
investigation, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss sensi-
tive intelligence assessments, said
Viginum and the French Foreign
Ministry were quickly identifying
the Russian disinformation from
the group aimed at undermining
the Olympics.

French officials and Microsoft say
one of the group’s tactics appears to
be trying to get the attention of fact-
checking organisations.

Mr Watts said: “Normally, when
Storm-1679 posts content on Tele-
gram, it circulates there for a day or
two and then goes away.

“The content doesn’t normally
travel from one platform to another,
but when its false content is fact-
checked by accounts with a large
following, the content gets far more
views and in front of new and dif-
ferent audiences.”

NYTIMES

The presidential
palace and
ceremonial
plaza under
construction in
Nusantara,
East Kalimantan.
The head and
deputy head of
the body
overseeing
Indonesia’s
planned new
capital have
unexpectedly
resigned.
PHOTO:
INDONESIA
PUBLIC WORKS
AND HOUSING
MINISTRY

Questions swirl over Indonesia’s
planned new capital after resignations

JAKARTA - The head and deputy
head of the body overseeing Indo-
nesia’s planned new capital have

unexpectedly resigned, raising
questions about the US$32 billion
(S$43 billion) project.

With Jakarta, the current capital
of 10 million, overcrowded and

plagued by massive traffic jams as
well as chronic flooding and sink-

ing land, Indonesia is building a
new capital, called Nusantara, in
the jungles of East Kalimantan on
Borneo — an island shared with
Malaysia.

“(President Joko Widodo) has
appointed the public works and
housing minister and deputy
agrarian minister as the acting
head and deputy head” Indone-

sian State Secretariat Minister Pra-
tikno said on June 3.

He said the appointments would
speed up construction and the re-
signations had long been dis-
cussed.

Mr Bambang Susantono, a for-
mer official at the Asian Develop-
ment Bank who was heading the
project, and his deputy Dhony Ra-

hajoe, an architect and former real
estate developer, did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for com-
ment.

The Indonesian government has
been racing to build the infrastruc-
ture required for the relocation of
the first batch of 12,000 civil ser-
vants this September.

But the plan has been twice de-
layed and the resignations come
amid a lack of private funding for
Mr Widodo’s signature project.

“These resignations will make
people question the project,” said
Mr Arya Fernandes, from Indone-
sia’s Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies. “The question is
how to convince investors that
there is no problem.”

One of the stumbling blocks has
been about the status of land ow-
nership in the new capital site, In-
donesian Public Works Minister
Basuki Hadimuljono said during a
news conference on June 3.

“We will soon decide on the sta-
tus of the land,” he said. “Whether
we sell it, rent it or if there will be
cooperation between government
and companies. We will speed it up
so that investors won't have any
doubts.”

Mr Widodo, popularly known as
Jokowi, plans to visit Nusantara on
June 4 to inaugurate several pro-
jects, including schools, while cele-
brations for Indonesia’s Indepen-
dence Day are planned there on
Aug 17.

He will step down in October af-
ter serving the maximum two
terms in office. Indonesian Presi-
dent-elect Prabowo Subianto, who
is closely aligned with Mr Widodo,
has pledged to continue develop-
ing the new capital. REUTERS

UN forecasts La Nina could help lower temperatures in 2024

GENEVA - The return of the cooling
La Nina weather phenomenon in
2024 should help lower temper-
atures somewhat after months of
global heat records, the United Na-
tions’ weather agency said on June
3.

The impact is likely to be felt in
the next few months because the
warming El Nino weather pattern
— which has helped fuel a spike in
global temperatures and extreme
weather around the world since
mid-2023 - “is showing signs of
ending”, the UN’s World Meteoro-
logical Organisation (WMO) said
in its latest update.

But the WMO warned that global
temperatures would continue to
rise in the long term due to human-
induced climate change, which
continues to make extreme weath-
er worse and upend seasonal rain-
fall and temperature patterns.

La Nina refers to the cooling of
the ocean surface temperatures in
large swathes of the tropical Pacif-
ic Ocean, coupled with winds,
rains and changes in atmospheric
pressure.,

In many locations, especially in
the tropics, La Nina produces the
opposite climate impacts to EI Ni-
no, which heats up the surface of

the oceans, leading to drought in
some parts of the world and trig-
gering heavy downpours else-
where.

The WMO said there was a “60
per cent” chance of La Nina condi-
tions in the period from July to
September and a “70 per cent”
likelihood during August to No-
vember.

The chances of El Nino redeve-
loping are negligible, it added.

Every month since June 2023,
when El Nino returned, has set a
new high temperature record, and
2023 was by far the warmest year
on record globally.

The WMO said the planet would
continue to heat up overall from
the use of fossil fuels that produce
sreenhouse gases.

“The end of El Nino does not
mean a pause in long-term climate
change, as our planet will continue
to warm due to heat-trapping
greenhouse gases,” WMO deputy
secretary-general Ko  Barrett
stressed.

“Exceptionally high sea surface
temperatures will continue to play
an important role during (the) next
months.”

Much of the planet’s excess heat
from climate change is stored in

the oceans.

In the US, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) has already factored the
expected La Nina into its forecasts
for 2024’s Atlantic hurricane sea-
son.

The NOAA said it expected four
to seven major hurricanes in the
Atlantic between June and Novem-
ber.

“The upcoming Atlantic hurri-
cane season is expected to have
above-normal activity due to a
confluence of factors, including

near-record warm ocean temper-
atures in the Atlantic Ocean, devel-

opment of La Nina conditions in
the Pacific, reduced Atlantic trade
winds and less wind shear,” it said
on May 23.

The WMO noted that the past
nine years had been the warmest

on record, even with the cooling
influence of a La Nina event that
lasted from 2020 to early 2023.

The latest El Nino, which peaked
in December, was one of the five
strongest on record.

Ms Barrett said: “Our weather
will continue to be more extreme
because of the extra heat and
moisture in our atmosphere.”

The WMO has made it a priority
to ensure that all regions of the
world are covered by early warning
systems by 2027, particularly the
least well equipped, such as Africa.
AFP
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Sheinbaum scores landslide win to
be Mexico’s first woman president

Ms Claudia
Sheinbaum
celebrating her
win in Mexico
City on June 3.
She will become
Mexico’s first
female president,
inheriting the
project of her
mentor and
outgoing leader
Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador
whose popularity
among the poor
helped drive her
triumph. Her
path ahead will
be complicated.
She has promised
to increase
popular welfare
policies while
inheriting

a hefty budget
deficit and

low economic
growth. PHOTO:
EPA-EFE

Goldman Sachs. “They have to
rethink the business model of Pe-
mex.”

Mr Lopez Obrador doubled the
minimum wage, reduced poverty
and oversaw a strengthening peso
and low levels of unemployment -
successes that made him incredibly
popular.

Ms Sheinbaum has promised to
expand welfare programmes, but it
will not be easy with Mexico on
track for a large deficit in 2024 and

Victory is major step for country known for
macho culture and traditional values

MEXICO CITY - Ms Claudia Shein-
baum won a landslide victory to be-
come Mexico’s first female presi-
dent, inheriting the project of her
mentor and outgoing leader Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador whose pop-
ularity among the poor helped drive
her triumph.

Ms Sheinbaum, a climate scientist
and former mayor of Mexico City,
won the presidency with between
58.3 per cent and 60.7 per cent of
the vote, according to a rapid sam-
ple count by Mexico’s electoral au-
thority. That is set to be the highest
vote tally percentage in Mexico's
democratic history.

The ruling coalition was also on
track for a possible two-thirds su-
per majority in both Houses of Con-
gress, which would allow the coali-
tion to pass constitutional reforms
without opposition support, ac-

cording to the range of results given
by the electoral authority:.

Opposition candidate Xochitl
Galvez took between 26.6 per cent
and 28.6 per cent of the vote, pre-
liminary results show, and Ms
Sheinbaum said Ms Galvez had
called her to concede defeat.

“For the first time in the 200 years
of the republic, I will become the
first woman president of Mexico,”
Ms Sheinbaum told supporters to
cheers of “president, president”.

Victory for Ms Sheinbaum is a
major step for Mexico, a country
known for its macho culture and
home to the world’s second-biggest
Roman Catholic population, which
for years pushed more traditional
values and roles for women.

“I never imagined that one day |
would vote for a woman,” said 87-
year-old Edelmira Montiel, a Shein-

baum supporter in Mexico’s smal-
lest state Tlaxcala.

“Before we couldnt even vote,
and when you could, it was to vote
for the person your husband told
you to vote for. Thank God that has
changed and I get to live it,” the vot-
er added.

Ms Sheinbaum has a complicated
path ahead. She has promised to in-
crease popular welfare policies
while inheriting a hefty budget def-
icit and low economic growth.

After preliminary results were an-
nounced, she told supporters her
government would be fiscally re-
sponsible and respect the autono-
my of the central bank.

She has vowed to improve secur-
ity but has given few details and the
election, the most violent in Mexi-
co’s modern history with 38 candi-
dates murdered, has reinforced
massive security problems. Many
analysts say organised crime
groups expanded and deepened
their influence during Mr Lopez
Obrador’s term.

The vote on June 2 was also
marred by the killing of two people
at polling stations in Puebla state.
More people have been killed — over
185,000 - during the mandate of Mr
Lopez Obrador than during any
other administration in Mexico’s
modern history, although the hom-
icide rate has been inching down.

“Unless she commits to making a
game-changing level of investment
in improving policing and reducing
impunity, Ms Sheinbaum will likely
struggle to achieve a significant im-
provement in overall levels of secur-
ity,” said Mr Nathaniel Parish Flan-
nery, an independent Latin Amer-
ica political risk analyst.

The ruling Morena party also won
the Mexico City mayorship race,
one of the country’s most impor-
tant posts, according to preliminary
results.

Among the new Mexican presi-
dent’s challenges will be tense ne-
gotiations with the United States
over the huge flows of US-bound
migrants crossing Mexico and se-

curity cooperation over drug traf-
ficking at a time when the US fenta-
nyl epidemic rages.

Mexican officials expect these
negotiations to be more difficult if
the US presidency is won by Donald
Trump in November. Trump has
vowed to impose 100 per cent tariffs
on Chinese cars made in Mexico
and said he would mobilise special
forces to fight the cartels.

At home, the next Mexican presi-
dent will be tasked with addressing
electricity and water shortages, and
luring manufacturers to relocate as
part of the nearshoring trend, in
which companies move supply
chains closer to their main markets.

Ms Sheinbaum will also have to
wrestle with what to do with Pe-
mex, the state oil giant that has seen
production decline for two decades
and is drowning in debt.

“It cannot just be that there is an
endless pit where you put public
money in and the company is never
profitable,” said Mr Alberto Ramos,
chief Latin America economist at

sluggish GDP growth of just 1.5 per
cent expected by the Mexican cen-
tral bank in 2025.

Mr Lopez Obrador has loomed
over the campaign, seeking to turn
the vote into a referendum on his
political agenda. Ms Sheinbaum
has rejected opposition claims that
she would be a “puppet” of Mr Lo-
pez Obrador, though she has
pledged to continue many of his
policies including those that have
helped Mexico’s poorest.

[n her victory speech, Ms Shein-
baum thanked Mr Lopez Obrador
as “a unique person who has trans-
formed our country for the better”.

Political analyst Viri Rios said she
thought sexism was behind the
criticism that Ms Sheinbaum was
going to be a puppet of the outgo-
ing leader.

“It's unbelievable that people
cannot believe she’s going to be
making her own decisions, and I
think that’s got a lot to do with the
fact that she’s female,” she said.
REUTERS

Trump warns of “breaking point’
for Americans if he is jailed

WASHINGTON - Former US presi-
dent Donald Trump said on June 2
that he would accept home con-
finement or jail time after his his-
toric conviction on criminal charg-
es by a New York jury last week,
but that it would be tough for the
public to accept.

Trump is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on July 1, four days before
Republicans gather to formally
choose their presidential nominee
to face Democratic President Joe
Biden in November’s election.

Prison time is rare for people
convicted in New York state of fe-
lony falsification of business rec-
ords, the charge Trump faced at
his trial. The maximum sentence
for such a charge is four years in
prison.

“I'm not sure the public would
stand for it,” the Republican presi-
dential candidate told Fox News of
a potential prison sentence.

“I think it'd be tough for the pub-
lic to take. You know, at a certain
point, there’s a breaking point.”

Trump has vowed to appeal
against his conviction by the New
York jury, which found him guilty
of 34 felony counts over falsifying
documents to cover up a payment
to silence a porn star ahead of the
2016 election.

To succeed on appeal, Trump,
77, must demonstrate that Justice
Juan Merchan made significant er-
rors overseeing the trial.

His lawyers have said they ex-

pect to take the case to the Su-
preme Court. On June 2, Trump,
who tried to disqualify Justice
Merchan from the case, repeated
allegations of bias by the judge and
the district attorney who prose-
cuted the case.

“The United States Supreme
Court MUST DECIDE!” Trump
wrote on social media.

He plans to appeal after his July 1l
sentencing date, his lawyers say. If
an appeal in New York state courts
proves unsuccessful, he could ap-
peal to the Supreme Court.
Trump’s attorneys would have to
persuade at least four of the court’s
nine justices to hear his case.

To prevail, Trump would then
have to demonstrate that the state
prosecution violated his federal
constitutional rights and that his
legal team followed proper proce-
dures during earlier stages of his

Former US
president Donald
Trump says he
would accept
home
confinement or
jail time after his
historic
conviction on
criminal charges,
but that it would
be tough for the
public to accept.
PHOTO: NYTIMES

legal proceedings.

Trump has used his conviction
to step up his fund-raising efforts
but has not otherwise sought to
mobilise his supporters, in con-
trast to his comments protesting
against his 2020 loss to Mr Biden
that were followed by a deadly at-
tack by his supporters on the US
Capitol on Jan 6, 2021

Asked what Trump supporters
should do if he were jailed, Repu-
blican National Committee co-
chair Lara Trump told CNN: “Well,
they're gonna do what they've
done from the beginning, which is
remain calm and protest at the bal-
lot box on November 5th. There’s
nothing to do other than make
your voices heard loud and clear
and speak out against this”

Some Trump supporters have
hung US flags upside down after
the verdict. The inverted flag has

been a symbol of distress or pro-
test in the US for over 200 years.

At least one Democratic law-
maker expressed concern about
the potential for Trump’s suppor-
ters to respond violently to his
conviction.

“His base listens to him. They
don’t listen to Lara Trump. And
this is another dangerous appeal
to violence,” Democratic US Rep-
resentative Adam Schiff told CNN.

But US House Speaker Mike
Johnson, a Trump ally, said any re-
sponse must be lawful.

“We are the rule of law party -
chaos is not a conservative value.
We have to fight back and we will
with everything in our arsenal. But
we do that within the confines of
the rule of law,” Mr Johnson told
Fox News Sunday.

The matter is unlikely to be re-
solved before the November presi-
dential election, when Trump will
seek to take back the White House
from Mr Biden. Opinion polls
show a close race between the two
men and suggest that Trump’s
conviction could hurt him with
some Republican voters and inde-
pendents.

Trump still faces three other
criminal cases, including two over
alleged efforts to overturn his
2020 election loss, although they
are not likely to come to trial or
conclude before November’s vote.
He denies wrongdoing in all the
cases and has called the charges a
Democratic conspiracy to prevent
him from competing.

Mr Biden has sought to defend
the nation’s justice system, saying
it is “reckless” and “dangerous” to
call the verdict “rigged”. The US
Justice Department denies any po-
litical interference. REUTERS

British opposition leader
seeks to reassure voters
on national security

LONDON - British opposition leader Keir Starmer
pledged on June 3 to secure the country’s nuclear de-
terrent, trying to reassure voters before an election
that the nation would be safe in the hands of a Labour
government.

Describing Labour as the “party of national secur-
ity”, Mr Starmer turned his campaign focus to de-
fence, seen as a weak spot for Britain’s main opposi-
tion party under his predecessor Jeremy Corbyn, a
long-time supporter of nuclear disarmament.

With conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza, defence is tak-
ing centre stage before the July 4 election.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said in May that only his

Labour leader
Keir Starmer says
the opposition
party is totally
committed to the

Conservative Party could keep voters safe in an in-  security of

creasingly dangerous world. Britain, its armed
Standing in front of 14 former military Labour can- forces and

didates, Mr Starmer told an audience: “The people of nuclear

Britain need to know that their leaders will keep them  deterrent.

safe — and we will.

“This Labour Party is totally committed to the se-
curity of our nation, to our armed forces and, impor-
tantly, to our nuclear deterrent.”

He made a commitment to a so-called “nuclear de-
terrent triple lock” — constructing four new nuclear
submarines, maintaining a continuous at-sea deter-
rent and the delivery of all future upgrades needed for
those submarines.

Even though Labour is far ahead in the polls, offi-
cials say they still need to convince thousands of un-
decided voters to back what Mr Starmer repeatedly
calls a “changed party”, one which can be trusted on
defence, health and tackling immigration.

The Conservatives believe they have a stronger de-
fence offering, with a pledge to increase defence
spending to 2.5 per cent of gross domestic product a
year by 2030 - a target Labour says it wants to match
“as soon as possible”.

REUTERS
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Google’s infrastructure investment

here hits

This is up from $LIb
in 2022 when its
third data centre
here was launched

Zhaki Abdullah

Google has increased its invest-
ment in infrastructure in Singapore
to US$%$5 billion ($6.7 billion) with
the completion of its fourth data
centre here.

This is up from US$850 million
(S$L1billion) in 2022 when its third
data centre in the Republic was
launched.

This was announced on June 3
during an event at Google’s office in
Mapletree Business City Il in Pasir
Panjang.

More than 500 people now work
in Google data centres in Singapore,
the tech giant said, noting that such
centres power its popular digital
services such as its search engine
and Google Maps.

The specifications of the new fa-
cility were not provided.

Singapore is one of 1l countries
where Google currently operates
data centres, with the company’s
first data centre here launched in
20M and its second coming online
in 2015. Its data centres here are all
located in Jurong West.

On May 30, Google said it would
invest US$2 billion in Malaysia to
develop its first data centre there.

Senior Minister of State for Com-
munications and Information Janil

Puthucheary noted an increasing
number of data centres are re-

quired to support the computing
power capacity essential for tech-

nological needs, such as the grow-
ing use of artificial intelligence (AI)
and autonomous systems.

“But with our energy and carbon
constraints, this growth of capacity
can only be realised if we can make
the data centres more sustainable,”
said Dr Janil, who attended the
event on June 3.

“We are committed to growing
the (data centre) sector to be more
sustainable,” he said, pointing to
the launch of the country’s Green
Data Centre Roadmap on May 30.

Launched by Deputy Prime Min-

NEED FOR SUSTAINABILITY

$6.7b with new data centre

Dr Janil
Puthucheary,
Senior Minister
of State for
Communications
and Information,
speaking at an
event at Google's
office in

With our energy and carbon constraints, this growth of
capacity can only be realised if we can make the data

centres more sustainable.

79

DR JANIL PUTHUCHEARY, Senior Minister of State for Cormmunications and
Information, on the need for an increasing number of data centres to support
the computing power capacity essential for technological needs, such as the
growing use of artificial intelligence and autonomous systems.

Mapletree
Business City Il
in Pasir Panjang
on June 3.
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ister Heng Swee Keat at the Asia
Tech x Singapore event, the new
road map includes plans to add
300MW of data centre capacity
here in the coming years, with an-
other 200MW allocated only for
operators using green energy op-
tions.

Green standards outlined in the
road map include ways to improve
energy efficiency by upgrading
equipment, in addition to reducing
the energy required for air-condi-
tioning by safely raising the oper-
ating temperature to 26 deg C.

Singapore has more than 70 data
centres, with 1.4 gigawatts of capac-
ity.

These currently account for 82
per cent of Singapore’s information
and communications sector emis-
sions, and 7 per cent of its total elec-
tricity consumption.

In a statement, Google said its da-
ta centres are equipped with sus-
tainability features to ensure effi-
clent resource management.

These are especially necessary in
Singapore, where cooling measures
have to be carefully regulated to
avoid energy waste and erosion of
data centre efficiency, it noted.

Mr Ken Siah, the Asia-Pacific
head of public affairs for Google da-
ta centres, said innovations in areas
such as facility design and hard-
ware have allowed for the creation
of supercomputers, which can op-
erate at higher temperatures, thus
requiring less energy for cooling.

“The average temperature in our
data centres is about 27 deg C. It
can in fact go higher, but we keep it
at that level for the comfort of the
humans working in there,” he said
during the event.

Mr Siah noted that recycled water
is also used to cool Google’s data
centres here because of Singapore’s
hot weather — a move that reduces
carbon emissions by 10 per cent
compared with air cooling.

The recycled water is also reused
for cooling multiple times, thus
minimising the centres’ water in-
take.

The data centres also use light
rather than electricity for network-
ing, Mr Siah said.

Using this method, optical circuit
switches employ tiny rotatable mir-
rors to beam data from input ports
L0 output ports.

This method of data transmission
allows Google to cut its energy con-
sumption by up to 40 per cent com-
pared with traditional electrical
networking, he added.

“Our experience is that by work-
ing together with the ecosystem,
using human ingenuity and tech-
nological innovation, data centres
can grow sustainably to meet the

needs of Al, even here at the equa-
tor,” said Mr Siah.

azhaki@sph.com.sg

Science Centre cancels talk on sex and
gender differences following backlash

Sherlyn Sim

Science Centre Singapore has can-
celled an event organised to dis-
cuss the differences between sex
and gender following a backlash
from the public.

In a Facebook post on June 2, the
centre said the June 1 event,
which cost $20 per person and
was to have included a buffet din-
ner, would no longer proceed and

apologised for the inconvenience.
Ticket holders to the event,
which was supposed to be held at
Cineleisure, will get a refund, add-
ed the Science Centre.
According to the post, the event,

only for those aged 18 and above,
aimed to explore the biological,
psychological and cultural influ-
ences that shape the understand-
ing of gender and sex.

By the afternoon of June 3, the
Facebook post had drawn 145
comments. There were another
352 comments on a Reddit thread.

There were mixed reactions to
the issue, with those on Face-
book mostly critical of the Science
Centre’s decision to organise the
talk while those on Reddit did not
see an issue with the event, given
that the target audience was aged
18 and above.

“Thank you to everyone who
have provided us with your feed-
back about this discussion ses-

sion. The Science Centre team
would like to take the opportunity
to review our approach to this ses-
sion,” the Facebook post said.

A Science Centre spokesperson
told The Straits Times that the in-
stitution had reviewed the event
before cancelling it.

“Our Science Cafe session in
June was intended to discuss the
sociocultural factors that shape
society’s understanding of sex
and gender,” the spokesperson
said.

“Following online publicity of
the session, we had received pub-
lic feedback expressing concern
about the content to be discussed
in the session, as well as the com-
position of the speakers.”

According to the Facebook post,
the event’s speakers comprised
National University of Singapore
Associate Professor Mie Hiramo-
to, youth counsellor Alexander
Teh and local drag queen Becca
D’Bus, whose real name is Eugene
Tan.

Dr Hiramoto, whose research in-
terests are gender and sexuality,
was to present insights from sci-
ence and culture in redefining
gender and sexuality, while the
counsellor was to talk about the
differences in sex and gender.

The counsellor is a gay trans
man, according to Oogachaga, a
non-profit professional organisa-
tion working with lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender and queer in-
dividuals.

The drag queen had planned to
discuss popular definitions and
misconceptions of drag.

Becca D’Bus said: “The context
of the event, an 18+ casual, social
time, is a refreshing way to engage
in thinking.

“I would have looked at drag
across all gender presentations,
masculine, feminine, and the vast
space in between and outside of it,
to consider, perhaps less the mis-
conceptions about drag queens,
but perhaps what else we don't
talk about or think about enough.”

Oogachaga executive director
Leow Yangfa said the group “is ve-
ry dismayed and disappointed
that the Science Centre has can-
celled an event that had been
planned since late last year”.

Ms Carol Loi, a mother of two
children aged 19 and 22, said she
had found the event inappro-
priate, given its speaker line-up.

The educational consultant, 53,
said: “The topic is useful for dis-
cussion, just that it is not repre-
sentative of good science. A better
mix of panellists would show pro-
fessionalism and wisdom of the
Science Centre 1 know and re-
spect.”

Others welcomed the talk.

Writer Ng Yi-Sheng, 43, said he

would have attended the event if it
had not been cancelled. He was in-
trigued by the discussion topics,
which he felt were relevant to
what society expects of people
and what they can expect medi-
cally about their bodies.

“For an institution with public
trust like the Science Centre to
lend its perspectives to the topic,
with trans people as part of the
discussion, is really important
from the perspective of inclusion
and equality,” he added.

The Science Centre said it orga-
nises ticketed dinner events under
its Science Cafe event series. The
series, which is for those aged 18
and above, promotes interest in
science and curiosity.

Past sessions have examined
topics such as the development of
mRNA vaccines during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic and the impact of
artificial intelligence on artistic
developments.

ssherlyn@sph.com.sg

Tingkat and catering -
Firms say they have strict food
quality standards | Al4

Biomedical
engineering
Innovator
NUS professor
elected Fellow of

the Royal Society
| Al5

VIDEO
Roses from Turkey

For the first time, damask
roses — one of the oldest
flowers in history — are part
of Gardens by the Bay's Rose
Romance floral display from
June 2 to 30. Find out more
about the exhibition and
Turkey’s romance with roses.

str.sg/rose-romance
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Above: The
division's
commander,
Assistant
Commissioner
of Police
Serene Chiu.

Right: Assistant
Superintendent
Andrew Koh and
his team'’s role in
the rescue of an
abused teenager
helped Clementi
Police Division
secure the Best
Land Division
title for the 12th
time.
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Cops who played role in finding abused teen
help Clementi division snag record win

Kyleen Cabael

All the police officers had to go on
in 2022 was an online post of a
teenage boy, who has low 1Q, be-
ing held and abused in a hotel
room.

His younger sister had called the
police on Jan 25 that year after
seeing a photo on social media of
her brother, then 19, being assault-
ed.

Assistant Superintendent An-
drew Koh and his team from Cle-
menti Police Division were among
the 50-plus officers who worked
overnight, canvassing more than
10 hotels near the teens last
known location to find and rescue
him.

ASP Koh said he remembers
how stressful it was in their race
against time to find the youth,
whose sister told the police he had
not been home for two weeks.

“I felt a sense of pressure. We
were not sure if the person was

still alive” he told The Straits
Times.

“We will never know until we
exhaust the leads. Each hotel
checked and cleared meant we
were one step closer to saving the
victim,” added ASP Koh, who was
attached to Clementi from 2020 to
early 2023. He was posted to Ju-
rong Police Division in April 2023.

The victim was found at the Ar-
ton Boutique Hotel in Lavender on
Jan 26, 2022, in critical condition,
having suffered chemical and cig-
arette butt burns, fractures and
extensive head injuries.

The police arrested a 21-year-old
man, a woman, 20, and two girls,
aged 16. During their trials, they
claimed he had made sexual ad-
vances on one of the girls.

From Jan 17 to 26, he had been
scalded by boiling water, slapped,
punched and kicked, and had his
arms cut with a razor blade. His
captors also made him drink uri-
ne, contaminated his Milo drink
with faeces, and added baby
powder and perfume to his nasi

lemak.

Clementi Police Division’s role
in this case contributed to it being
named Best Land Division - its
third win in a row - at the Police
Day Parade on June 3, 2024.

This is the 12th time it has been
named Best Land Division, hold-
ing the title for four years straight
from 2001 to 2004 - setting a rec-
ord for both achievements.

[ts commander, Assistant Com-
missioner of Police Serene Chiu,
received the award from Senior
Minister Teo Chee Hean at the
Home Team Academy on June 3.

The division, which has around
650 officers, is responsible for
390,000 residents, including
those on Sentosa and Jurong Is-
land. It also safeguards VivoCity,
the largest shopping mall in Singa-
pore, dormitories and estates like
Redhill and Jurong East.

AC Chiu said: “Winning the Best
Land Division for the third con-
secutive year is a testament to the
steadfast dedication, consistent
operational excellence and profes-

sionalism of our officers in Cle-
menti Police Division.”

On Aug 9, 2023, her officers
raided a hotel villa on Sentosa,
where a suspected drug party was
being held.

They arrested 49 men, aged be-
tween 21 and 46, and seized drugs
such as ecstasy and ketamine, and
drug paraphernalia. The raid took
place even as the division’s offi-
cers were deployed at the National
Day Parade at the Padang.

“We were able to handle both
things by having strong teamwork
and resilience,” said AC Chiu.

SM Teo said: “Our police officers
work tirelessly to keep Singapore
safe and secure, continually
adapting to technological advanc-
es and the evolving security land-
scape. On this Police Day, let us
honour the contributions and sac-
rifices of all police officers, recog-
nise their commitment and dedi-
cation, and thank them for their
service to the nation.”

ckyleen@sph.com.sg

Rental application for over 190 gardening plots now open

Rhea Yasmine

Those with green thumbs can
look forward to booking their own
gardening plots, with more than
190 spots put up for rental across
Singapore.

The National Parks Board
(NParks) said online applications
opened at 10am on June 3 and will
close at 1.59pm on June 16.

All upcoming plots, which con-
sist of a raised planter bed mea-
suring 2.5m by Im, soil and a mini

storage area for tools, will be locat-
ed at existing allotment gardens.

They comprise 13 plots at Alju-
nied Park, 15 plots at Choa Chu
Kang Park, 43 plots at Pasir Ris
Park, 73 plots at Sengkang River-
side Park, and 50 plots at Yishun
Park.

Of these 194 plots, 76 are new
plots that can be found at Pasir Ris

Park, Sengkang Riverside Park
and Yishun Park.

One plot costs $57 a year exclud-
ing goods and services tax, for a
period of up to three years.

Each household is allowed to

apply for a plot at any one location
at a time. Those interested can ap-
ply and ballot for a plot via three

AXS channels, namely the e-Sta-
tion website, the m-Station mo-
bile app or the physical AXS Sta-
tion kiosks.

Unsuccessful applicants will be
notified via e-mail at the end of
the balloting process, about three
months from the closing date.

The Allotment Gardening
Scheme was launched in 2016 to
create space for those interested
in growing edible produce.

More than 2,400 allotment gar-

den plots have been introduced in
28 parks and gardens in Singapore
to date. In addition to these, 900
plots across 29 locations are man-
aged by residents’ committees
and residents’ networks.

“We are working to progressive-
ly introduce even more plots
across Singapore” said NParks,
adding that it has been working
with agencies, town councils and
grassroots organisations to imple-
ment allotment gardens in the
heartland since 202L

ryasmine@sph.com.sg

EVCo’s

electric vans
and leasing

contracts
sold as part
of liquidation

Creditors will have to wait longer before
they can be paid as process has not ended

Lee Nian Tjoe
Senior Transport
Correspondent

EVCo, the electric van leasing com-
pany that went into liquidation in
March. has been sold for an undis-
closed sum to Pan Pacific Leasing
Group.

Pan Pacific Leasing, a commer-
cial vehicle leasing company, com-
pleted the deal on June 3 to take
over EVCo’s fleet of 529 electric
vehicles (EVs) and existing leasing
contracts. But EVCo’s creditors
have to wait longer before they can
be paid, as the liquidation process
has not ended.

EVCo, also known as Strides DST,
was incorporated in March 2022
with a paid-up capital of $10 mil-
lion. It was 60 per cent owned by
transport operator SMRT’s busi-
ness arm Strides Holdings and 40
per cent by Dishangtie Green
Technology (Hong Kong).

In a statement, SMRT’s Strides
Digital said it will be working with
Pan Pacific Leasing to provide dig-
ital fleet management services for
the EVs that were previously from
EVCo and for future projects.

A spokesman for Pan Pacific
Leasing said the service includes
software to help business owners
know the environmental impact of
using EVs compared with conven-
tional internal combustion engine
vehicles, in terms of carbon emis-
sions.

Baker Tilly, the appointed liqui-
dator, said the sale of EVCo’s veh-
icles is not the end of the liquida-
tion process as there are “further
assets and claims to be realised”.

Mr Timothy Reid, a principal at
the accountancy and business ad-
visory firm, said the total amount
due to creditors has not been con-
firmed.

“Creditors need to file claims,
and these need to be adjudicated
before any interim distribution can
be made,” he said.

Mr Reid declined to comment
when asked to elaborate on the
number of creditors or sums owed.

The Straits Times had reported
that as at Feb 28, EVCo has 28 cred-
itors with $49.4 million due to
them. It is not known if more cred-
itors have come forward since
then.

EVCo was declared insolvent
several months after its chief exec-
utive Fuji Foo and former chief fi-
nancial officer Janice Low were ar-
rested in connection with a police
investigation in late 2023.

Neither Baker Tilly nor Pan Pa-
cific Leasing disclosed the value of
the deal when asked. Pan Pacific’s
spokesman would say only that the
EVs were bought at “around mar-
ket value™.

Checks by ST found six units of
the Shineray X30L electric vans for
sale on online classified site Sgcar-
mart. EVCo was the only company
to have imported this brand of veh-
icle to Singapore. These vehicles,
registered on the last two days of
March 2023, are listed for sale at
between $80,800 and $81,800.

They each qualify for a $10,000
rebate from the Land Transport
Authority in March 2025 as they
come under the earlier version of
the Commercial Vehicle Emissions
Scheme. The incentive was cut for
commercial wvehicles registered
from April 1, 2023.

According to Pan Pacific Leas-
ing, about half of the EVs it took
over are being used by clients. The
majority of these leases have
around four more years to go and
there will be no changes to the
terms of the contract, its spokes-
man said.

Pan Pacific Leasing expects to be
able to find hirers for the unused
vehicles within the next three
months.

Besides Shineray, the wvehicles
sold to Pan Pacific Leasing also in-
cluded models from brands such as
Maxus, which is another Chinese
EV brand, and Toyota.

With the purchase, Pan Pacific
Leasing has around 700 electric
vans in its fleet of 3,200 light goods
vehicles.

niantjoel@sph.com.sg

Browse and borrow
library books at new
self-service kiosk at

Therese Soh

Residents in Bukit Batok who miss
their public library, which is closed
for upgrading, can now browse up
to 750 books at a new self-service
kiosk at West Mall before deciding
what to borrow.

A pilot initiative launched on
June 3, Browse-n-Borrow lets us-
ers leaf through physical copies of
books, in addition to browsing
them on an electronic catalogue.

Alongside the kiosk, on the sec-
ond storey of West Mall near the
escalator, are reservation lockers
where library patrons can collect
reserved books, while a nearby
“wallpaper library” lets users scan
QR codes to access curated library
resources.

The Bukit Batok Public Library —
which is on the third level of the
mall — has been undergoing reno-
vations since it closed in December

Bukit Batok’s West Mall

2023, and the revamped library is
set to reopen by the end of 2025 at
twice its previous size.

Browse-n-Borrow was rolled out
following feedback from users
about the Book Dispenser, a 24-
hour self-checkout book vending
machine at Marine Parade Public
Library, said the National Library
Board’s (NLB) deputy director for
planning and development, Mr
Winston Tan, 42.

The Book Dispenser lets users
view and select books from an
electronic catalogue before dis-
pensing them, but some users said
not being able to browse a physical
copy before borrowing meant that
they sometimes ended up borrow-
ing books they were not interested
in.

These users said they preferred
visiting libraries, where they can
physically leaf through books, Mr
Tan added.

To “emulate a library experi-
ence”, Browse-n-Borrow lets users

Iiﬂgli_';h 'ﬂm

Bukit Batok residents can now browse up to 750 books at a new self-service kiosk at West Mall before deciding what to
borrow. The pilot initiative - Browse-n-Borrow - was launched on June 3 as a service to residents while the Bukit Batok Public
Library undergoes renovations. 5T PHOTO: NG SOR LUAN

browse books physically and re-
turn them to their shelves if they
decide not to borrow them after-
wards, he said.

Users select the book they wish
to browse or borrow from an elec-
tronic catalogue after scanning the

QR code on their NLB mobile app
or their library card.

The door of the shelf containing
the book will swing open, and the
user has two minutes to decide. Us-
ers will hear a reminder alarm at
the one-minute mark, and when

two minutes are up.

Once a book is removed from its
shelf and the door is closed, it is au-
tomatically registered as bor-
rowed. Users can opt not to borrow
a book by returning it to its shelf
before shutting the door.

As Browse-n-Borrow does not
have a book drop, users must re-
turn books at libraries.

NLB’s Book Dispenser can hold
around 260 physical books and
carries titles that are exclusively in
English. But Browse-n-Borrow al-
so carries Chinese, Malay and Ta-
mil books.

Retiree Karen Lee, 68, a Bukit
Batok resident who visited the Bu-
kit Batok Public Library with her

sranddaughter Christine Khoo
twice a month before its closure,
plans to borrow books from the
kiosk. She added that children will
be able to use the kiosk easily as
they are digitally savvy.

“I think it is very useful because
it is very convenient for people to
collect books and borrow books,”
said Christine, 1L

Housewife Lee Fong Lin, 56, who
used to visit the Bukit Batok Public
Library every week, said she pre-
fers visiting libraries as they have

more variety, but will use the kiosk
if she finds a book that suits her
reading tastes.

Social worker James Goh, 45,
said that elderly users who are “not
IT-savvy” might find it difficult to
borrow books with Browse-n-Bor-
TOW.

He added that although having a
book drop at the kiosk would make
returning books more convenient,
he is certain he will still borrow
books from it as it seems easy to
use.

therese@sph.com.sg
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Tingkat, catering businesses
highlight safety standards
after firm loses its licence

Steps they take include discarding unused
ingredients, employing food hygiene officers

Jordan Loo

Tingkat delivery and catering com-
panies told The Straits Times they
have strict measures in place to en-
sure food safety and quality.

These include discarding unused
ingredients on a daily basis to en-
sure freshness, and employing
food hygiene officers to oversee
food production in central kitch-
ens where food is prepared.

The issue came under the spot-
light on May 10, when the Singa-
pore Food Agency (SFA) cancelled
the licence of catering firm Sakura
Buffet following complaints about
catered meals that five online busi-
nesses had delivered to homes.

These complaints involved under-
cooked or mouldy food, as well as
the presence of foreign matter,
such as hair and insects, in food.

Investigations found that all the
meals had been supplied by Sakura
Buffet, and that another seven on-
line businesses were also linked to
it. SFA said checks at Sakura Buf-
fet’s premises in Geylang Bahru
subsequently found food safety
lapses such as dirty premises and
the false labelling of timestamps
on packed food.

One of Sakura Buffet’s former di-
rectors is also facing charges for al-
legedly owing workers some
$430,000 in unpaid wages.

ST contacted 26 companies, five
of which responded, to shed light

on their food safety practices.
For instance, ingredients are de-
livered on a daily basis and extra

ingredients are not used for subse-
quent meals in the interest of safe-
ty and freshness, said food hygiene
officer Stanley Ng of tingkat busi-
ness Homely Delights, which
serves 200 meals a day.

Head chef Eugene Tan of con-
finement-focused tingkat business
Tian Wei Signature, which serves
450 meals daily, said the company
employs three certified Level 4 hy-
giene officers to consistently re-
view and implement new food sa-
fety measures. Level 4 is the high-
est level of the Workforce Skills
Qualifications food safety course.

Mr Jared Ng, manager of halal ca-
terer Rilassi Catering, said: “We al-
ways have a food hygiene officer
on-site and conduct audits on
workers daily to ensure that they
are not sick. When suppliers deliv-

er raw or frozen food, we will check
the expiration date.”

When food has been cooked, it is
stored in a warmer kept above 60
deg C before being packed into
thermal containers and delivered
to customers, said Mr Kelvin Ong,
who owns Mom’s Cooking, a ting-
kat company.

Mr Alvin Ong, the company’s ex-
ecutive chef, added: “All the food
each chef cooks must pass through
me for tasting. Because if our food
is bad, it affects thousands of peo-
ple, and we have the conscience to
serve tasty and safe food”

He said that different-coloured
cutting boards are used for vegeta-
bles, raw meat and cooked meat to
prevent food contamination.

Some companies also take extra
steps to ensure food is delivered
according to proper procedures.

Said Rilassi’s Mr Ng: “We have an
in-house delivery service. As we

are a halal company, we cannot en-
sure that the foods will be handled
according to halal procedures
when outsourced.”

Mr Veera Victor S., director of In-
dian catering and tingkat service
company Brinda’s, said: “All our
deliveries are in-house, unless it is
peak period.”

During such busy periods, his
company may tap external deliv-
ery drivers to fulfil orders.

Mr Alvin Ong said: “All our chefs
and delivery drivers have been
with us for more than eight years.
When a worker is loyal and experi-
enced, we can rely on him to do the
right procedures.”

In its statement on the cancella-
tion of Sakura Buffet’s licence, SFA
named the 12 online businesses
linked to the company, many of
which sold meals targeting specific
dietary needs. These included con-
finement meals, vegetarian food
and healthy meals for those watch-
ing their weight.

“Companies are trying to gain
market share by creating multiple
brands. Customers regularly
change tingkat companies for a
few months only to return,” said
Homely Delights’ Mr Stanley Ng.

Mr Stanley Ng, who has been a
food hygiene officer for more than

eight vyears, added: “A central
kitchen with a few brands can be
safe, but more than10 brands and it
becomes a problem. Staff will be
overstretched, struggle to handle
the workload, and thus compro-
mise on safety.”

He said that the incident involv-

ing Sakura Buffet has affected his
company’s business, as one of the
12 linked businesses — Home Ting-
kat Catering — shares a similar
name with that of his firm.

“When customers book our com-
pany, they ask whether we are re-
lated to Home Tingkat,” he said.

Mr Alvin Ong from Mom’s Cook-
ing said: “These (suspended) com-
panies tarnish our reputation and
others in the tingkat industry. Con-
sumers will lose faith in the tingkat
industry. Companies who play by
the rules and ensure safe food are
at the suffering end.”

However, not all companies with
multiple brands use shared kitch-
ens. Firms such as Tian Wei Signa-
ture and ReLacto told ST they are
under the same management, but
operate from two separate kitch-
ens as this allows for extra food
storage and preparation space.

Madam Rosie Ching, 45, princi-
pal lecturer of statistics at the Sin-
gapore Management University,
said that her confidence in the
tingkat and catering industry will
“take a beating” after Sakura Buf-
fet’s suspension.

She orders buffets from Elsie’s
Kitchen, a catering company, more
than 10 times a year. “My confi-
dence (in the company) stems
from repeated positive experienc-
es with the trusted quality, variety
and taste of its food, its profession-
alism in set-up, and friendly com-
munication with the ordering
process.”

ljordan@sph.com.sg

Scenes of ancient Turkey in Gardens by the Bay’s Rose Romance display

Joyce Lim
Senior Correspondent

TURKEY - For the first time, da-
mask roses — one of the oldest
flowers in history — are being fea-
tured at Gardens by the Bay's Rose
Romance floral display.

In its fifth edition, the exhibition
— which runs from June 2 to 30 at
the Flower Dome - showcases
close to 16,000 roses of 70 varie-
ties, curated in collaboration with
the Turkish Embassy in Singapore.

Other varieties featured for the
first time include the exotic
“black” roses of Isparta, Rose Eden
Climber and Leonardo da Vinci
roses.

Turkey is among the world’s top
growers of the damask rose. Re-
nowned for its captivating aroma,
the rose’s oil has been used in per-
fumes for centuries.

Rose Romance aims to take vis-
itors on a journey to the ancient ru-
ins of Hierapolis and the rose gar-
dens of Isparta, as well as other
cultural landmarks like Sagalassos,
said Ms Grace Yang, senior manag-
er of conservatory operations at
Gardens by the Bay, who started
working on the showcase a year
ago.

Upon entering the Flower Dome,
visitors will be greeted by elements
of Turkish architecture in the top-
level viewing gallery.

As they make their way down to
the centre field, they will see Helle-
nistic arches and a fountain in-
spired by the Antonine period of
the Roman Empire from ADI38 to
AD192.

These capture the influence of
ancient Greece in Turkey’s rich
history, added Ms Yang.

Other features include a rose
field, rose arches, and a distillery to
show how roses are harvested and
processed into rose oil and rosewa-
ter, as well as traditional Bodrum
houses with whitewashed stone
walls, and architecture inspired by
the Seljuk dynasty that ruled Cen-
tral Asia from the 1ith to the 14th
century.

To recreate a scene from the Un-
esco-listed Pamukkale — a tourist
destination in south-western Tur-
key famed for its white travertine
terraces with ancient thermal spa
pools — colourful balloons are used
to represent the hot air balloons
that dot the sky above the stunning
white landscape, said Ms Yang.

Over the past week, a 10-man
team worked through nights — be-
tween the Flower Dome’s closing
and opening hours, from 9pm to
9am - to painstakingly plant each
rose and have the display ready for
opening day on June 2.

One of the challenges the team
faces is timing the budding and flo-
wering of the roses for the display,
ensuring that all the flowers re-
main in bloom throughout the en-
tire four-week period.

The team will have to remove the
dead flowers from the rose bushes
to encourage new bud growth,
helping to keep the display vibrant.

“I hope visitors will delight in the
variety of roses in our display, each
unique in colour and size, and leave
with a deeper appreciation of Tur-
key’s rich culture,” said Ms Yang.
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Visitors at the Rose Romance floral display at the Flower Dome in Gardens by the Bay on June 2. For the first time, damask roses
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- one of the oldest flowers in history - are being featured at the floral display. The

exhibition - which runs from June 2 to 30 - showcases close to 16,000 roses of 70 varieties, curated in collaboration with the Turkish Embassy in Singapore. ST PHOTOS: LIM YAQOHUI
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will see a fountain inspired by the Antonine period of the Roman Empire.

The Unesco-listed Pamukkale is a tourist destination in south-western Turkey
famed for its white travertine terraces with ancient thermal spa pools.

The Straits Times had a special
preview of Turkey’s romance with
roses during a trip to the country in
May, hosted by Gardens by the Bay,
Turkey’s Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and Turkish Airlines.

The trip was organised by the
Turkish Embassy in Singapore.

The rose harvest was in full
swing in Isparta, a western prov-
ince with some 25 million sq m of
fields dedicated to growing mainly
damask roses — earning it the
name City of Roses.

Harvest takes place in May and
June, producing about 13,000kg of

roses and 1,500kg of rose oil, as
well as rosewater.

Ms Yang, who hosted ST while al-
so doing research during the trip,
said one of the highlights of the
trip was seeing the different plant-
ing palettes used throughout the
city.

“They like to use contrasting col-
ours, like bright pink and red to-
gether. These are some of the ele-
ments we have brought back to our
display,” she added.

The group also visited the Hiera-
polis, the once-thriving ancient
city overlooking the natural terrac-

A picker in a rose
field in Isparta, a
western province
in Turkey with
some 25 million
sq m of fields
dedicated to
growing mainly
damask roses -
earning it the
name City of
Roses.

es of Pamukkale and now a Unesco
World Heritage site with well-pre-
served ruins.

“What might seem like mere ru-
ins or stones to some people hold
rich stories and significant histo-
ries,” said Ms Yang, who said she
has a deep appreciation for archi-
tecture and historical buildings.

joycel@sph.com.sg
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Two members and one alternate member of
Council of Presidential Advisers sworn in
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President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Prime Minister Lawrence Wong and (from far right) Justice Belinda Ang with Mr Tan
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Chong Meng, Mr Peter Seah Lim Huat and Mr Gan Seow Kee. PHOTO: MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION

Kolette Lim

Mr Tan Chong Meng and Mr Peter
Seah Lim Huat were sworn in as
members of the Council of Presi-
dential Advisers (CPA) by Presi-
dent Tharman Shanmugaratnam
on June 3.

Mr Tan, who is the chairman of
JTC Corporation, replaced Ho Bee
Land executive chairman Chua
Thian Poh, whose term ended on
June 1 after seven years of service.

Besides his JTC post, Mr Tan is al-
so deputy chairman of the National
University Health System and a

board director of Temasek.

Mr Seah, chairman of the board
of DBS Group Holdings and its ex-
ecutive committee, was reappoint-
ed to continue his term, which
started on Jan 8, 2021

Both members were appointed
for a six-year term ending June 1,
2030, said the President’s Office.

Mr Gan Seow Kee, vice-chair-
man of the Singapore Business
Federation, was also sworn in on
June 3 as an alternate member of
the council for a four-year term.

The CPA advises the president
on the use of his discretionary and
custodial powers. It is obligatory
for the president to consult the
CPA when exercising his discre-
tionary powers related to all fiscal
and appointment matters.

The council consists of eight
members and two alternate mem-
bers, who are appointed by the
president or nominated by the
prime minister, the chief justice
and the chairman of the Public

Service Commission (PSC).

Mr Seah and Mr Gan were ap-
pointed by Mr Tharman at his dis-
cretion, while Mr Tan was appoint-
ed on the advice of the Prime Min-
ister. Their terms started on June 2.

The CPA is currently chaired by
Mr Eddie Teo, who has been serv-
ing in the role since Jan 2, 2019. He
was PSC chairman until he retired
in 2018.

The council’s other members in-
clude former Keppel executive
chairman Lim Chee Onn, former
Bank of Singapore chief executive
Bahren Shaari, former Singtel
group chief executive Chua Sock
Koong, former managing director
at Ernst & Young Advisory Mildred
Tan and former Supreme Court se-
nior judge Chao Hick Tin.

The other alternate member is
Dr Sudha Nair, executive director
at family violence specialist centre
Pave.

kolettelim@sph.com.sg

NUS prof’s
biomedical

engineering

work leads to
prestigious

UK fellowship [

His innovations include a cancer detection
device, smart insole for diabetic patients

Leow Wen Xuan

Collecting samples from a tumour
to diagnose cancer can be an ex-
tremely painful and invasive proc-
ess for patients, often requiring a
needle or surgery to collect tumour
cells.

Now, just a simple blood test can
help doctors detect cancer, using a
device that can sieve out tumour
cells from blood drawn from pa-
tients.

Developed in 2009 by Professor
Lim Chwee Teck, director of the
Institute for Health Innovation and
Technology at the National Univer-
sity of Singapore (NUS), the bio-
chip is the world’s first to filter tu-
mour cells through micro-chan-
nels, allowing doctors to isolate se-
lected tumour cells for analysis
and accurately diagnose certain
cancers such as breast and prostate
cancers.

The cancer detection device was
later commercialised into a ma-
chine launched by Biolidics, one of

the deep-tech companies
founded by Prof Lim.

Since its development, 140 sys-
tems have been installed in more
than 20 countries, including the
US, China, the United Kingdom,
Germany and Singapore.

This is just one of the many pro-
jects that the serial inventor has
helmed throughout his 24-year ca-
reer at NUS.

In recognition of his contribu-
tions to the field of biomedical en-
gineering, Prof Lim was in May
elected as Fellow of the Royal So-
ciety, the UK’s national academy of
sciences and the oldest scientific a-
cademy in continuous existence.

Past fellows include renowned
scientists Isaac Newton, Charles
Darwin, Albert Einstein, Winston
Churchill and Stephen Hawking.

Among the 70 newly elected fel-
lows of the Royal Society in 2024,
Prof Lim is the only scientist based
in Singapore.

Fellows are elected for life
through a peer review process on
the basis of excellence in science.

Co-

“I'm both proud and very hum-
bled to be a Singaporean who’s
elected as a Fellow (of the Royal
Society),” Prof Lim said.

“It’s not only a recognition of the
work that I'm doeing in my lab, it al-
so underscores Singapore’s grow-
ing influence and contribution to
the global scientific landscape.”

His other accolades include the
Nature Lifetime Achievement
Award for Mentoring in Science in
2023 and the President’s Technol-
ogy Award in 20IL

Other innovations pioneered by
Prof Lim include a smart insole
that helps diabetic patients to
monitor pressure on different
parts of the foot via an app to help
manage ulcers on the bottom of
their feet.

Excessive pressure can cause ul-
cers to get infected, which may
lead to amputation. To prevent
this, the app alerts patients to rest
when the insole senses excessive
pl’ESSUl’E.

Despite co-founding six deep-
tech companies since 2000, Prof
Lim has given the majority of the
shares to his students.

“To be fair, they are the ones run-
ning the company,” he said.

After starting a company, he

Jail for HR director who embezzled
almost $200,000 via ‘allowances’

Christine Tan

An associate director of human re-
sources who lined her pockets with
almost $200,000 of her company’s
money was put behind bars on
June 3.

Tan Lee Nah, 53, was sentenced
to 18 months and six weeks’ jail af-
ter admitting to two counts of
cheating and one charge of crimi-
nal breach of trust.

Eighteen other charges were tak-
en into consideration during sen-
tencing.

In March 2017, Tan was employed
as a human resources manager at
interior design firm D’Perception
Singapore.

Two months into the job, she be-
gan stealing from the company.

But her employers did not know,
and promoted her to associate di-
rector of human resources in May
2019.

Tan was in charge of her compa-
ny’s entire payroll and was the only
person in the firm with password
access to its payroll system.

While employees’ basic salaries
would be stated on a spreadsheet
and signed by the company’s se-
nior management, the employees’

allowances would only be indicat-
ed on their individual payslips.

From May 2017 onwards, Tan
made false claims for transport and
other allowances every month, al-
lowing her to receive an extra sum
of between $1.000 and $6.000
monthly.

One of her charges states that
over Il months, from January to No-
vember 2019, she received a total of
$125,293 in multiple false allow-
ance claims.

In August 2017, the company gave
Tan two cheques of about $1,500
each to pay for the Central Provi-
dent Fund contributions of a new
employee. But Tan encashed the
cheques to her own account in-
stead.

In total, Tan embezzled $195,786
from the company over 2145 years.

Her misdeeds were discovered
only in November 2019, when so-
mebody informed the company’s
managing director that Tan had
printed out a copy of her salary
statement on the company’s
shared printer, which revealed that
she had received allowances on top
of her basic salary.

The managing director noticed
that the payslip showed allowanc-
es for which Tan had not been en-
titled to claim.

The company’s finance director
retrieved her payslips and discov-
ered that she had been embezzling
company funds.

Tan was fired from the firm in
December 2019, and the finance di-
rector filed a police report a month
later.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Lu
Huiyi said that Tan should be jailed
for between 18 months and six
weeks, and 18 months and eight
weeks.

The prosecutor noted that Tan
was in a management position and
commanded a high degree of trust.

Pointing out that Tan had of-
fended over the course of more
than two years, DPP Lu said that
there was a need to deter her from
future wrongdoing.

Her defence lawyer, Mr John Koh
of Populus Law, asked for 15
months and six weeks’ jail instead,
and said that she was “deeply re-
morseful” about her actions.

For each charge of cheating, Tan
could have been jailed for up to 10
years and fined.

As for committing criminal
breach of trust, she could have
been given up to 15 years’ jail and
fined.

yujiatan@sph.com.sg

usually gets involved for two to
three years before passing the ba-
ton to his students, he added.

“I'm still very interested in doing
research. [ want to spend time in a
university doing research, develop
more technology and then spin up
more companies.”

Prof Lim is also venturing into
the metaverse.

SR

With a team of researchers, he
developed wireless gloves that can
convey touch and grip when inter-
acting with virtual objects in a vir-
tual space.

Currently, the team is testing the
use of the gloves for patients un-
dergoing rehabilitation.

Patients can potentially undergo
rehabilitation at home by wearing

Professor Lim
Chwee Teck,
director of the
Institute for
Health
Innovation and
Technology at
NUS, was in May
elected as
Fellow of the
Royal Society,
the UK's national
academy of
sciences and
the oldest
scientific
academy in
continuous
existence.
Among the 70
newly elected
fellows of the
Royal Society in
2024, he is the
only scientist
based in
Singapore.
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the gloves and a virtual reality
headset, and do exercises such as
picking up virtual blocks that they
can feel and grab.

A hospital in Norway is also keen
to collaborate with the team to use
the gloves as a rehabilitation tool
from home, said Prof Lim.

leowwx@sph.com.sg
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Remembering The Past:
Writing Your Memoir
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Course Outline:

Time

Fee
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* Basics of narrative writing
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Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways is in talks with plane makers Airbus
and Boeing for a major wide-body order, its chief
executive said on June 3. CEO Badr Mohammed Al
Meer told reporters a report that the airline was in
talks with Airbus to order A350 and Boeing 777X
wide-body jets was largely correct. Bloomberg News
reported on June 2 that the airline was in talks to
buy some 200 aircraft split between Airbus and
Boeing. Mr Al Meer confirmed talks for a three-digit
order but said the number being mentioned was off
by around 30 per cent. He declined to say if it was

Microsoft

higher or lower than the reported figure. REUTERS

: Microsoft plans to invest US$3.2 billion (5$4.32

: billion) in artificial intelligence and cloud facilities

: in Sweden, its largest-ever infrastructure bet in the
: Nordic country drawing on the region’s rich supply
. of green energy. The move cements the tech giant’s
: footprint in the nation by adding 20,000 GPUs, or

. graphics processing units, at its three data centres.
: The company is also committing to training

: 250,000 people in “essential Al skills”, according to
: a statement on June 3. BLOOMBERG

Yuxiao Fund

: Australia has ordered Chinese-linked
Singapore-based Yuxiao Fund and its associates to

sell their stakes in rare earths miner Northern

Minerals, as part of an effort by US allies to

counter the Asian nation’s dominance of critical

. minerals. Treasurer Jim Chalmers on June 3 cited
: protecting the national interest as behind his

decision. Along with Yuxiao Fund, its associates
Indian Ocean International Shipping and Service,
Black Stone Resources, and Chinese nationals Xi

Wang and Ximei Liu were ordered to sell their

stock in the Sydney-listed company. BLOOMBERG

BullsAndBears

Singapore stocks end higher,
tracking regional gains

» STl rises by 0.4%, or 12.28

points, to close at 3,348.87

Tan Nai Lun

» Gainers beat losers 345 to
237 across broader market

The benchmark Straits Times In-

The Nikkei 225 rose 1.1 per cent,

Stocks in Singapore ended higher
on June 3, tracking gains in the re-

dex (STI) rose 0.4 per cent or 12.28
points to 3,348.87. Across the
broader market, gainers outnum-
bered losers 345 to 237, after 1.39
billion securities worth $1.43 bil-

the Hang Seng Index gained 1.8 per
cent, the Kospi Composite Index
was up 1.7 per cent, and Indonesia’s
IDX Composite ended 0.9 per cent
higher.

* DFI Retail Group biggest
gainer on index, up 71%

lyst at IG, noted that a late-night
bounce in Wall Street last week had
caught the bears by surprise and
put a halt to the recent bout of
profit-taking in major US indexes.
This set Asia equities up for a posi-

Furthermore, market participa-
nts also found some comfort that
the US personal consumption ex-
penditures (PCE) data did not trig-
ger much inflation surprise, he
said.

US headline and core PCE price
indexes both matched expecta-
tions on a year-on-year basis,
which offered some conviction
that inflation is on track for further
softening, Mr Yeap added.

On the STI, DFI Retail Group was
the biggest gainer, rising 7.1 per
cent or 13 US cents to US$1.97.

The biggest decliner was Gent-
ing Singapore, which fell 11 per
cent or one cent to 90 cents.

The three local banks ended
higher on June 3. DBS Bank gained
0.2 per cent or eight cents to
$36.07, OCBC Bank was up 0.3 per
cent or four cents to $14.55, while
UOB gained 0.3 per cent or nine
cents to $30.88.

gion. lion changed hands. Mr Yeap Jun Rong, market ana- tive session. tnailun@sph.com.sg
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Nvidia unveils new
Al tools as 1t eyes
upgrades every year

Nvidia chief
executive
Jensen Huang
presenting the
Blackwell
platform at an
event on June 2
ahead of the
Computex trade
show in Taipei.
The chip giant is
looking to
broaden its
customer base
beyond the
handful of
cloud-computing
giants that
generate much
of its sales.
PHOTO: REUTERS

Firm expects to play key role as generative
Al shifts to personal computers, says CEO

SAN FRANCISCO - Nvidia chief ex-
ecutive Jensen Huang said the
company plans to upgrade its ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) accelera-
tors every year, announcing a
Blackwell Ultra chip for 2025 and
a next-generation platform in de-
velopment called Rubin for 2026.

The company - now best
known for its Al data centre sys-
tems — also introduced new tools
and software models on the eve of
the Computex trade show in Tai-
wan, Nvidia sees the rise of gener-
ative Al as a new industrial revo-
lution and expects to play a major
role as the technology shifts to
personal computers, the CEO said
in a keynote address at National
Taiwan University.

Nvidia has been the main bene-

ficiary of a massive flood of Al
spending, helping turn the com-
pany into the world’s most valua-
ble chipmaker. But it now looks to
broaden its customer base be-
yond the handful of cloud-com-
puting giants that generate much
of its sales.

As part of the expansion, Mr
Huang expects a larger swathe of
companies and government
agencies to embrace Al — eve-
ryone from shipbuilders to drug
developers. He returned to
themes he set out a year ago at the
same venue, including the idea
that those without Al capabilities
will be left behind.

“We are seeing computation in-
flation,” he said on June 2.

As the amount of data that

needs to be processed grows ex-
ponentially, traditional comput-
ing methods cannot keep up, and
it is only through Nvidia’s style of
accelerated computing that the
costs can be cut back, he said.

He touted 98 per cent cost sav-
ings and 97 per cent less energy
required with Nvidia’s technolo-
gy, saying that constituted “CEO
maths, which is not accurate, but
it is correct™

Mr Huang said the upcoming
Rubin Al platform will use HBM4,
the next iteration of the essential
high-bandwidth memory that
has grown into a bottleneck for Al
accelerator production, with
leader SK Hynix largely sold out
until 2025. He otherwise did not
offer detailed specifications for
the upcoming products, which
will follow Blackwell.

Nvidia got its start selling gam-
ing cards for desktop PCs, and
that background is coming into

play as computer makers push to
add more Al functions to their
machines.

Microsoft and its hardware
partners are using Computex to
show off new laptops with Al en-
hancements under the branding
of Copilot+. The majority of those
devices coming to market are
based on a new type of processor
that will enable them to go longer
on one battery charge, provided
by Nvidia rival Qualcomm.

While those devices are good
for simple Al functionality, add-
ing an Nvidia graphics card will
massively increase their perfor-
mance and bring new features to
popular software like games, Nvi-
dia said. PC makers such as Asus-
tek Computer are offering such
computers, the company said.

To help software makers bring
more new capabilities to the PC,
Nvidia is offering tools and pre-
trained Al models. They will han-
dle complex tasks, such as decid-
ing whether to crunch data on the
machine itself or send it out to a
data centre over the internet.

Separately, Nvidia is releasing a
new design for server computers
built on its chips. The MGX pro-
gram is used by companies such
as Hewlett Packard Enterprise
and Dell Technologies to allow
them to get to market faster with
products that are used by corpo-
rations and government agencies.
Even rivals Advanced Micro De-
vices and Intel are taking advan-
tage of the design with servers
that put their processors along-
side Nvidia chips.

Earlier-announced products,
such as Spectrum X for network-
ing and Nvidia Inference Micro-
services — or NIM, which Mr
Huang called “Al in a box” — are
now generally available and being
widely adopted, the company
said. It is also going to offer free
access to the NIM products. The
microservices are a set of inter-
mediate software and models
that help companies roll out Al
services more quickly, without
having to worry about the under-
lying technology. Companies that
deploy them then have to pay
Nvidia a usage fee.

Mr Huang also promoted the
use of digital twins in a virtual
world that Nvidia calls the Omni-
verse. To demonstrate the scale
possible, he showed a digital twin
of planet earth, called Earth 2,
and how it can help conduct more
sophisticated weather pattern
modelling and other complex
tasks. He noted that Taiwan-
based contract manufacturers
such as Hon Hai Precision Indus-
try, also known as Foxconn, are
using the tools to make plans and
operate their factories more effi-
ciently. BLOOMBERG

AMD chief executive Lisa Su unveiled the chip giant’s latest artificial intelligence
processors at the Computex trade show in Taipei on June 3. PHOTO: AFP

AMD launches new
Al chips in bid to
challenge Nvidia

TAIPEI - Advanced Micro Devices
(AMD) unveiled its latest artificial
intelligence (Al) processors on
June 3 and detailed its plan to de-
velop Al chips over the next two
years in a bid to challenge industry
leader Nvidia.

At the Computex technology
trade show in Taipei, AMD chief
executive officer Lisa Su intro-
duced the MI325X accelerator,
which is set to be made available in
the fourth quarter of 2024.

The race to develop generative Al
(GenAl) programs has led to to-
wering demand for the advanced
chips used in Al data centres able
to support these complex applica-
tions.

US-based AMD has been vying to
compete against Nvidia, which
currently dominates the lucrative
market for Al semiconductors and
commands about an 80 per cent
share.

AMD also introduced an upcom-
ing series of chips titled MI350,
which is expected to be available in
2025 and will be based on new chip
architecture.

The firm said that compared
with the currently available MI300
series of Al chips, it expects the
MI350 to perform 35 times better
in inference — the process of com-
puting GenAl responses.

Additionally, AMD revealed the
MI1400 series, which will arrive in
2026 and will be based on an archi-
tecture called Next.

Investors who have poured bil-
lions of dollars into Wall Street’s
picks-and-shovels trade have been
seeking longer-term updates from
chip firms as they evaluate the

longevity of the booming GenAl
rally, which so far has shown no
signs of slowing down.

AMD’s shares have more than
doubled since the start of 2023.
This surge still pales in comparison
with the more than sevenfold rise
in Nvidia's shares in the same peri-
od.

AMD is aiming at an Al chip
product cycle of one year. Similar-
ly, Nvidia said it plans to release a
new family of Al chips every year.

Ms Su said in April that the com-
pany expects Al chip sales of
roughly US$4 billion (S$5.4 billion)
for 2024, an increase of US$500
million from its prior estimate.

At the Computex event, AMD al-
so said its latest generation of cen-
tral processing units (CPUs) will
likely be available in the second
half of 2024.

While businesses generally pri-
oritise spending on Al chips in data
centres, some of AMD’s CPUs are
used in conjunction with graphics
processor units, though the ratio is
skewed in favour of graphics proc-
essing units.

AMD detailed the architecture
for its new neural processing units,
which are dedicated to handling
on-device Al tasks in Al personal
computers.

Chipmakers have been banking
on added Al capabilities to drive
growth in the PC market as it
emerges from a years-long slump.

PC providers such as HP and Le-
novo will release devices that in-
clude AMD’s Al PC chips. AMD
said its processors exceed Micro-
soft’s Copilot+ PC requirements.
REUTERS

Oll prices little
changed after
Opec+ signals

plan to ease

production curbs

Oil was little changed after Opec+ set out a plan to
restore some production as early as October despite
concerns over the demand outlook and robust sup-

ply from outside the group.

Production cuts will continue in full in the third
quarter, before being gradually phased out over the
following 12 months, the Saudi Energy Ministry said
on June 2 after an Opec+ meeting.

Brent traded near US$81 a barrel and West Texas

Intermediate was close to US$77.

Goldman Sachs Group said the Opec+ decision
was bearish given a recent increase in inventories,
but UBS Group and RBC Capital Markets expressed
confidence that the alliance will continue to dili-

gently manage the market.

Most analysts had expected Opec+ to extend the

curbs until the end of 2024.

The agreement aims to keep supporting oil prices
while easing the production restraints against
which some members — such as the United Arab

Visitors at the

Emirates — have chafed as they sought to have their
output levels upgraded.

“We have seen a rather muted price response so
far”, and while moderating cuts from October may
weigh on the market, demand is still likely to pick up
over the coming months, said Saxo Bank head of
commodity strategy Ole Hansen.

“We view the US$75 level in Brent as a major line
in the sand below which Opec+ would likely step up
efforts to support prices.”

Trading volumes were higher than usual on June 3,
but oil option skews are still signalling bearishness.
So-called puts — which profit from lower prices —
remain at a wide premium over the opposite calls.

Oil capped a monthly loss on May 31in part due to
persistent concerns around the demand outlook for
China, the world’s biggest crude importer. The
prompt spread for Brent briefly slipped into a bear-
ish contango structure last week, and fuel markets
have been flashing signs of weakness.

Futures are still higher in 2024 after geopolitical
tensions from the Middle East to Ukraine raised
concerns about supply. Israel has pushed back on a
ceasefire plan laid out by US President Joe Biden, as

the war in Gaza approaches its eighth month.
BLOOMBERG

Chinese tourists forecast to
$1.3 trillion on holidays at home

HONG KONG - Chinese tourists em-
barking on adventures closer to
home are forecast to pump a record
6.79 trillion yuan (S$1.3 trillion) in-
to the mainland economy in 2024 -
topping pre-pandemic levels for
the first time.

Spending by domestic holiday-
makers is expected to be 11 per cent
higher than in 2019 - before the
Covid-19 pandemic stopped most
travel, according to a report by the
World Travel and Tourism Council
and Oxford Economics.

“Chinese visitors are starting to
travel again and this is only going to
continue to grow,” said travel coun-
cil president Julia Simpson. “The

tourism sector has shown signs of
resilience and a strong recovery.”

Chinese holidaymakers are a
driving force for the global tourism
industry, with many countries
keenly awaiting the return of travel
and spending from the world’s big-
gest market of travellers. In 2019,
Chinese travellers made 170 million
trips abroad and spent almost
US$248 billion overseas — making
up 4 per cent of global tourism
spending, according to World Trav-
el and Tourism Council data.

But a backlog in processing visas
in countries like the US, and more
expensive international flights,
have kept Chinese holidaymakers

spend

closer to home, where they are
flocking to cities for popular local
delicacies like spicy street foods,
and smaller towns in a “reverse
travel” trend shunning crowds.
Meanwhile, international visitors
to China still have not rebounded.
Spending by foreign tourists on the
mainland in 2024 is expected to hit
715 billion yuan, about a quarter
below 2019 levels. China was one of
the last big economies to reopen its
borders, and inbound flights to the
country have not fully returned.
In recent months, China has loo-
sened visa restrictions for visitors
from Thailand, Malaysia and Singa-
pore, along with those from some

European countries and cruise ship
passengers, in a bid to boost both
inbound tourism and investment.
At the beginning of 2024, Beijing
said it had eased visa requirements
for 11 countries since July 2023.

China reported 82 million tourist
arrivals in 2023 - about 56 per cent
of the 2019 level, according to the
country’s National Bureau of Sta-
tistics. The number of visits made
by people from outside of Hong
Kong and Macau was just 13.8 mil-
lion, lagging pre-Covid-19 figures
by around 57 per cent.

And even as the country’s econo-
my has weakened and retail spend-
ing remained sluggish, travel is one
of the stronger consumption cate-
gories, according to Morgan Stan-
ley.

The tourism and travel sector
broadly supported 80 million tou-
rism and travel jobs in 2024, about
2 per cent below 2019, according to
the report. BLOOMBERG

Imperial Vault of
Heaven at
Beijing’s Temple
of Heaven on
May 4. Spending
by China’s
domestic
holidaymakers in
2024 is expected
to be 1l per cent
higher than in
2019 - before the
Covid-19
pandemic
stopped most
travel, according
to a report.
PHOTO: AFP
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But overall sentiment
in Singapore’s market
continues to improve
in first quarter

Overall sentiment in Singapore’s
real estate market continued to
improve in the first quarter of
2024, but industry players have
turned markedly more pessimistic
on the prime residential sector, as
well as the office and business
park/high-tech segments.

Real estate executives polled by
the Institute of Real Estate and Ur-
ban Studies (Ireus) at the National
University of Singapore (NUS) cit-
ed major economic indicators
pointing to higher growth, low un-
employment rate and the easing of
core inflation as reasons for overall
improved sentiment.

Yet, survey respondents were
notably more negative than posi-
tive on prospects for the prime res-
idential segment.

“We are concerned with poten-
tial oversupply of residential
apartments as the Government
ramps up government land sales
supply over the last few (quarters).
Potential cooling measures are al-
ways a concern,” commented one
survey respondent.

Those polled were most optimis-
tic about prospects in the hotel/
serviced apartment sector, buoyed
by strong tourism arrivals and re-
ceipts, said Ireus, which conducts
the quarterly survey.

Industry professionals were also
more positive than negative on
suburban retail and the industrial/
logistics business.

Notably, the future sentiment in-
dex — reflecting outlook over the
next six months - reached 5.1,
above the neutral score of 5, for the
first time in five consecutive
months, said Ireus.

The current sentiment index —
reflecting sentiment over the past
six months — inched up to 4.7 in
the first quarter, from a score of 4.4
in the preceding quarter. Senti-
ment has picked up in the last six
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Real estate execs notably downbeat
on prime residential sector: Survey

-

Despite the pessimism about prospects in the prime residential segment, real estate players polled by the NUS Institute of Real Estate and Urban Studies do not

see developers holding back new launches or reducing prices, although fewer respondents expected new launch prices to increase. 5T FILE PHOTO

months. The index edged up from
a score of 4.2 in the third quarter of
2023 to 4.4 at the end of 2023.

Ireus director Qian Wenlan said:
“Overall, Singapore’s macroeco-
nomic indicators are doing well,
which barring unforeseen shocks,
point to a healthy economy that
could recover over the year ahead.”

The improved sentiment in the
first quarter was also due to a
strong Singapore dollar that has
helped to ease inflation, said Pro-
fessor Qian.

Where industry players were
most downbeat, in the prime resi-
dential sector, responses recorded
a future net balance of minus 44
per cent versus minus 18 per cent
in the previous quarter.

Professor Sing Tien Foo, pro-
vost’s chair professor of real estate
at NUS Business School, said: “The
outlook of the prime residential

sector remains subdued. The addi-
tional buyer’s stamp duty still im-
pacts demand from foreign buyers
and investors.”

Despite that, real estate players
do not see developers holding
back new launches or reducing
prices, although fewer respon-
dents expected new launch prices
to increase.

“Homebuyers have become
more resistant to high price points
and discerning amid ample new
project options. While developers
are expected to adopt sensitive
pricing strategies, major price cor-
rections are unlikely due to previ-
ously committed land and devel-
opment costs,” said the survey re-
spondents.

Industry players were also pessi-
mistic on the office sector.

Prof Sing said: “The work-from-
home arrangement dampens of-

Digital assets firm
founded by SGX,
Temasek to roll out
funds ecosystem

Claire Huang
Senior Business Correspondent

A digital assets firm founded by
Singapore’s investment company
Temasek and bourse operator Sin-
gapore Exchange (SGX) could roll
out to businesses its funds settle-
ment infrastructure built on block-
chain technology as soon as the
second half of June.

Digital markets infrastructure
operator Marketnode said it took
about 12 months, instead of the
typical three to five years, tobuild a
commercially viable funds settle-
ment platform called Fundnode.

In its pilot phase, the firm tested
the platform for funds transaction
management, processing and rec-
ord-keeping.

At the upcoming launch, Fund-
node will be operationally ready
and have a network of partners,
which then creates an ecosystem.

Marketnode president Rehan
Ahmed told The Straits Times inan
interview: “We don’t just want to
take the machine live and then see
that there are no transactions hap-
pening. We want to be in a position
where we announce to the market
that we're not just live, we’re also
doing a certain amount of flow
(transactions) on the platformona
daily basis.”

Fundnode’s network comprises
fund managers, which create the
products; and distributors, such as
wealth managers, private banks
and financial advisory firms,
which purchase or sell those funds
on behalf of clients.

“We are quite close to making
our funds platform live over the
next month or so. This is actually a
true niche national market infras-
tructure,” noted Mr Ahmed.

He said he hopes to announce

Marketnode

president
Rehan Ahmed
said Singapore
is a big wealth
hub in Asia
featuring more

players.

later in 2024 more strategic part-
ners — financial institutions and in-
frastructure players — for the net-
work.

The commercial launch of Fund-
node comes almost two years since
Marketnode first announced plans
to set up a funds settlement plat-
form in association with the Singa-
pore Funds Industry Group.

Fundnode is one of two products
developed by Marketnode, which
was founded in 2021. The other
product is Gateway, a one-stop is-
suance, tokenisation and asset-ser-
vicing platform.

“We think that there is enough
white space in capital markets and
asset management, especially giv-
en that Singapore in Asia is a big
wealth hub and more players are
playing,” Mr Ahmed said.

For Gateway, the firm is focused
on taking programmable on-ledger
assets live either in the last quarter
of 2024 or the first quarter of 2025,
he said.

The first native digital asset that
Marketnode hopes to roll out on
Gateway will be structured notes.

Tokenised credit products, such

39

Number of employees Marketnode
has based in Singapore. It is looking
to expand its team to 40 to 45.

as bonds and loans, would hopeful-
ly be next to be offered in the first
quarter of 2025.

When asked about the key chal-
lenge of the business, Mr Ahmed
said the hard part is building a net-
work in the funds ecosystem.

“There’s also a lot of demand for
Asian capital markets products
globally from investors sitting in
Europe, Britain and the United
States. So actually, for us, building
via partnerships in a global distri-
bution channel is the biggest chal-
lenge and the biggest opportunity
as well” he said.

The team is looking closely at
distribution partners to build a
network that stretches from the
East to the West.

“And this is where our Series A
partnerships become quite impor-
tant,” Mr Ahmed said.

The firm recently announced the
successful first close of its Series A
investment round led by HSBC and
Temasek, but did not disclose the
amount raised. Series A is the next
round of funding after seed fund-
ing.

The investment will help Mar-
ketnode scale up infrastructure
across key asset classes, such as
digital fixed-income and struc-
tured products, launch Fundnode,
and roll out other tokenised asset
offerings.

Without giving details, Mr
Ahmed said the firm is looking at
applying for a Singapore licence
and that it would depend on the
kinds of activities the company
does.

The firm now has 35 employees
based in Singapore. It is looking to
expand its team to 40 to 45.

For a while, Marketnode’s focus
was digital bonds.

Marketnode and HSBC have
been co-developing a digital mar-
ket infrastructure covering credit,
funds and structured products
since 2020.

Both entities are participants in
the Monetary Authority of Singa-
pore’s Project Guardian initiative,
which explores the use of block-
chain in institutional digital assets
trading.

In August 2020, Marketnode’s
platform was used by SGX, HSBC
Singapore and Temasek to issue
Asia’s first publicly syndicated dig-
ital bond for Olam International.

claire@sph.com.sg

fice sentiment and encourages a
flight to quality among firms.”

About 73.5 per cent of the re-
spondents flagged a slowdown in
the global economy as the top risk
to watch, down from 89.5 per cent
during the last quarter. Another
55.9 per cent in the first quarter
cited job losses/decline in the do-
mestic economy as another major
risk factor, versus 57.9 per cent of
them who said so in the fourth
quarter of 2023.

Concerns over rising inflation/
interest rates ranked third among
the top risks at 50 per cent, up
from 44.7 per cent in the fourth
quarter.

In the first quarter, property ex-
ecutives identified the tightening
of financing/liquidity in the debt
market as a potential risk, up from
42 1per cent last quarter to 47.1 per
cent. The increased supply of new

development land also raised more
concerns, from 23.7 per cent in the
fourth quarter to 29.4 per cent this
quarter.

On the other hand, respondents
were less concerned in the first
quarter about rising costs of con-
struction, excessive supply of new
property launches, and govern-
ment intervention to cool the mar-
ket.

The risk of a real estate price
bubble ranked the lowest, rising to
29 per cent in the first quarter
from 2.6 per cent in the fourth
quarter.

The Real Estate Sentiment Index
is the result of a poll among senior
executives involved in Singapore’s
real estate and development in-
dustry, and includes developers,
consultants, financial institutions,
professional firms and service pro-
viders. THE BUSINESS TIMES

The Listings Disciplinary Com-
mittee (LDC) of the Singapore
Exchange (SGX) publicly repri-
manded Mr Wu Xinhua, former
executive chairman and chief
executive officer of Raffles In-
frastructure Holdings, for break-
ing listing rules.

This concerns the company’s
non-factual and misleading an-
nouncements on SGXNet be-
tween 2015 and 2018, including
inflated cash balances in its fi-
nancial statements.

The LDC also prohibited any
issuer from appointing or reap-
pointing Mr Wu as a director or
executive officer, or both, for
three years starting from May 31,
2024, the date when the LDC
grounds of decision were pub-
lished.

“The sanctions are the maxi-
mum sanctions that the LDC is
empowered to impose against a
director and/or executive officer
pursuant to Mainboard Rule 1417
(2)) said the committee.

The LDC noted that the deci-
sions were based on the severity
of the non-disclosures and mis-
representations, which amount-
ed to “deliberate fraud on the
market”. This is on top of Mr
Wu's lack of cooperation during
investigations.

The committee noted that Mr
Wu's violation of Mainboard
Rule 703(4) caused the company
to make false statements.

In Raffles Infrastructure’s an-
nouncements and annual re-
ports between November 2015
and November 2017, the compa-
ny disclosed inflated cash bal-
ances.

Additionally, between Novem-
ber 2015 and November 2017, the
company said that it had re-
ceived claims related to products
processed by Shishi Sinwa, its
only operating subsidiary then.
It also said that it had paid com-
pensation to settle the claims.

Raftles Infrastructure
ex-CEQO reprimanded
for listing rule breaches

Investigations later found that
such claims did not exist, and the
purported compensation was
not made.

Mr Wu also caused the compa-
ny to disclose a non-existing
fixed deposit account held with
Agricultural Bank of China in
SGXNet announcements be-
tween April 2015 and August
2018.

By causing the company to
“fail to have a robust and effec-
tive system of internal controls”
that address financial, oper-
ational and compliance risks, Mr
Wu breached Mainboard Rule
719(1). He also breached Main-
board Rule 720(1) by failing to
demonstrate the character and
integrity expected of a director
of a listed issuer.

The LDC added that all the
documents pertaining to the
proceedings had been served on
Mr Wu, which he had confirmed.
The committee added that it was
satisfied that Mr Wu had chosen
not to respond, as opposed to be-
ing unaware of the charges
against him.

Mr Wu was the company’s ex-
ecutive chairman and CEO from
July 2007 to October 2017. He
then served as a non-indepen-
dent, non-executive director of
the company from October 2017
to March 2019.

Raffles Infrastructure Hold-
ings, formerly China Fibretech,
was founded by Mr Wu in 2007.
It was listed on the SGX’s main-
board in June 2008 and changed
its name months after the listing.

It is now an investment hold-
ing company principally en-
gaged in the investment and
management of infrastructure
projects in Asia, based on the
LDC’s grounds of decision.

Trading in Raffles Infrastruc-
ture shares has been suspended
since July 2023.

THE BUSINESS TIMES

Dr. Owi S.
Ruivivar has over
30 years of
experience in
investment
strategy and
portfolio
management.

Bank of
Singapore
names ex-GIC
executive as
chief portfolio
strategist

The Bank of Singapore (BOS) has
named Dr Owi S. Ruivivar as its
chief portfolio strategist, a new
role to lead the development of a
“systematic, robust and risk-
based multi-asset allocation fra-
mework that will guide clients as
they build long-term investment
portfolios”.

Dr Ruivivar joins the OCBC
Bank subsidiary from Singapore
sovereign wealth fund GIC,
where she served as managing di-
rector for nearly five years until
May 2024, after first joining as se-
nior vice-president in September
2019.

On June 3, BOS said Dr Ruivivar
will be a member of BOS’ invest-
ment committee and will report
to the group’s global chief invest-
ment officer Jean Chia.

“Owi comes with vast experi-
ence and deep expertise, and I
believe she will become an inte-
gral part of a strong and diverse
team of investment professionals,
further differentiating the bank’s
investment franchise,” said Ms
Chia of Dr Ruivivar’s appoint-
ment, effective June 3.

BOS highlighted the former GIC
executive as a seasoned invest-
ment manager with over 30 years
of experience in economics, in-
vestment strategy and portfolio
management.

She holds a Bachelor of Arts
from Harvard University and PhD
in economics from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

During her time at GIC, Dr Rui-
vivar spearheaded investment-
oriented thematic research at the
economics and investment strat-
egy department. She also led the
state-owned investor’s future-
markets investing team, which
oversaw multi-asset investments.

She is credited for launching
the GIC Research Network,
which built cross-departmental
research communities to leverage
insights across the company and
scale ideas for the total portfolio’s
benetfit.

Prior to joining GIC, Dr Ruivi-
var spent 17 years at Goldman
Sachs Asset Management, where
she was responsible for more
than US$60 billion (S$81 billion)
in assets as founding portfolio
manager of its emerging-market
debt franchise. THE BUSINESS TIMES

Seatrium, Ml
to explore 5G
connectivity
In yards

Seatrium has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU)
with M1 to enhance yard oper-
ations with 5G network.

This is part of Seatrium’s digital
strategy, which aims to establish
a smart yard equipped with “fu-
ture-proof ultra-high-speed con-
nectivity”, said the offshore and
marine group on June 3.

The partnership aims to ex-
plore 5G connectivity within Sea-
trium’s yards in Singapore. This
would allow for a range of digital
capabilities, such as smart video
analytics and artificial intelli-
csence, to enhance the group’s
overall operations.

Seatrium said the collaboration
may also extend into other Ml
services, including internet of
things applications, surveillance
and cyber security, to support its
operational needs.

Mr Chris Ong, chief executive
of Seatrium, said this partnership
marks a milestone in the group’s
digital transformation journey.

“By harnessing the advanced
capabilities of 5G technology
coupled with MI's robust enter-
prise solutions, we are committed
to fostering innovation and en-
hancing efficiency throughout
our operations and business
processes,” he added.

Shares of Seatrium closed three
cents, or L7 per cent higher, at
$1.79 on June 3. THE BUSINESS TIMES
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Singapore factory
activity expands for
ninth consecutive
month in May

Growth boosted by improvements in many
segments, including new export orders

Colin Tan
Senior Business Correspondent

Manufacturing activity in Singa-
pore expanded for the ninth con-
secutive month in May as it re-
sumed a small, upward trajectory
after stuttering somewhat in April
amid weaker global growth.

The purchasing managers’ index
(PMI), a barometer of the manu-
facturing sector, rose to 50.6
points in May, up from April’s 50.5
points, according to the latest data
released by the Singapore Insti-
tute of Purchasing and Materials
Management on June 3.

Meanwhile, the PMI for elec-
tronics, a key sector of manufac-
turing, rose to 511 points, up from
50.9 points in the month before.

Readings above 50 points de-
note growth, whereas those below
50 indicate contraction.

The overall expansion in manu-
facturing was boosted by im-
provements in many segments, in-
cluding new export orders, out-
put, and new orders.

Meanwhile, stocks of finished
goods and employment experi-
enced slower growth.

In contrast, both input prices for
manufacturing along with sup-
plier deliveries for the electronics
sector slipped into contraction.
Input price refers to the cost of all
the things such as raw materials
and services needed to manufac-
ture a good.

Input prices for the electronics
sector and supplier deliveries for
overall manufacturing expanded
at a slower pace.

Economists told The Straits
Times that the PMI data continues
to paint a positive outlook for the
second half of the year.

Maybank economist Chua Hak
Bin and UOB associate economist
Jester Koh both felt that the manu-
facturing recovery remains intact,
despite the recent weak readings
for industrial production and ex-
ports, as well as the tepid elec-
tronics output in April.

OCBC Bank chief economist Se-
lena Ling noted that the trajectory
of the domestic PMI aligned with
the expansion across the rest of
the region, which included the
positive readings in the China
Caixin PMI, as well as in Indone-
sia, South Korea, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam.

On the easing of input prices,
she said: “This first contraction
could suggest a further resolution
of existing supply-chain challeng-
es.”

Meanwhile, she attributed the
slump in the supplier delivery
gauge for electronics - following
two months of expansion - to
“heightened geopolitical ten-
sions”. These include attempts by
the US to curb artificial intelli-
gence (Al) chip exports to the
Middle East on fears that they may
be diverted to China, as well as the
recent Chinese military exercises
in the Taiwan Strait.

Ultimately, these factors could
potentially stifle the sprouting of
sreen shoots in the electronics
sector in the near term, Ms Ling
said.

Mr Koh suggested that the re-
cent weakness in electronics pro-

Asia factory activity
grows In May on
robust global demand

TOKYO - Asian factory activity ex-
panded in May as manufacturers
benefited from broadening glob-
al demand, private surveys
showed on June 3, adding to
hopes for sustained economic re-
covery in the region where China
is showing early signs of a re-
bound.

Manufacturing activity ex-
panded in Japan for the first time
in a year and in South Koreaat the
fastest pace in two years, due in
part to hints of a pickup in the au-
tomobile and semiconductor sec-
tors, the surveys showed.

China’s private Caixin survey
also showed factory activity ris-
ing at the fastest pace in about
two years in May on strong pro-
duction and new orders, offering
hope of a broad-based recovery
in Asia and elsewhere.

The robust readings point to re-
covery in the manufacturing sec-
tor underpinning Asian growth
and cushioning the blow from
any market volatility caused by
uncertainty over the US moneta-
ry policy outlook.

Japan’s final au Jibun Bank
manufacturing purchasing man-
agers’ index (PMI) rose to 50.4 in
May from 49.6 in April, having
last climbed above the 50-point
threshold - which separates
growth from contraction in activ-
ity — in May 2023.

South Korea’s PMI rose to 516
in May, the highest mark since
May 2022 and coming after two
months below the 50 mark, an
S&P Global survey showed.

“South Korea‘’s manufactu-
ring sector appears to have
caught a second wind,” said Joe
Hayes, principal economist at
S&P Global Market Intelligence.

“Qualitative evidence from the
survey also paints a promising
forward-looking picture, with
panelists commenting on new
product launches providing them
with a platform for sustainable

production expansion.”

Adding to the bright signs, Chi-
na’s Caixin/S&P Global manufac-
turing PMI rose to 51.7 in May
from 51.4 the previous month, the
fastest pace since June 2022 and
beating analysts’ forecasts of 51.5.

The reading contrasts with an
official survey on May 31that sur-
prised market participants by
showing a fall in manufactu-
ring activity, pointing to a mixed
picture of the sprawling industry.

The upbeat private survey re-
sults compared with China’s offi-
cial manufacturing PMI publish-
ed on May 31 showing factory ac-
tivity unexpectedly contracted
last month. The two surveys cov-
er different sample sizes and
types of businesses, with the
Caixin poll focusing on smaller
and export-oriented firms.

The accelerated expansion in-
dicated by the private gauge
could offset some concerns trig-
gered by the official survey about
weakening momentum in the
manufacturing sector, which
Beijing relies on to boost the
economy this year.

Exporters saw new orders ris-
ing for the fifth straight month in
May, albeit at a slower rate, the
Caixin results showed, suggesti-
ng foreign demand held up for
Chinese goods.

“China’s economy is generally
stable and remains on the road to
recovery,” said Mr Wang Zhe, se-
nior economist at Caixin Insight
Group. That said, pressure on em-
ployment and weaker demand
than supply “remain prominent
issues”, he said.

“Policies aimed at stabilising
the economy, boosting domestic
demand and increasing employ-
ment need to be strengthened.”

Manufacturing activity in May
also expanded in Taiwan, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam and the Philip-
pines, private surveys showed.
REUTERS, BLOOMBERG

duction could also reflect “some
degree of temporary inventory di-
gestion, as affirmed by the moder-
ation in the stocks of finished
goods”.

Looking ahead, he anticipated
an easing of financial conditions
towards the latter half of the year,
“as central banks in advanced
economies start to reduce policy
rates, which could provide some
tailwinds for global investment
and consumption activity”.

Dr Chua agreed, noting that the
acceleration in the electronics
PMI “signalled that the recovery
in global demand is strengthening

-
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The purchasing managers’ index for
electronics, a key sector of
manufacturing, rose to 511 points in
May, up from 50.9 points in the month
before. ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

and broadening, particularly to
other segments, including con-
sumer electronics and computer
peripherals”.

“Singapore’s semiconductor
ecosystem — less exposed to the
global Al boom than North-East
Asian economies - has been
weighed down by the softening
demand for automotive and in-
dustrial chips,” he said.

Dr Chua also attributed the con-
traction in supplier deliveries to
disruptions because of the Red
Sea re-routing and port conges-
tion, which could dampen the
manufacturing recovery. “Export
orders cannot be fulfilled if sup-
plies of key components cannot be
secured or face long delays.”

Mr Koh said: “Supplier delivery
times have likely risen as vessels
were diverted around the Cape of
Good Hope, away from the Red
Sea, to avoid the ongoing con-
flicts.”

In turn, the disruption in vessel
arrival schedules at major ports
around the world, coupled with
off-schedule arrivals, has led to a
“bunching effect”, he added.

colinrt@sph.com.sg

About the Offer

£)OCBC

to acquire all the issued ordinary shares in the capital of

Great
L\.Eastern

J.PMorgan

If you wish to accept the Offer

for and on behalf of

(Company Registration No. 193200032W)

gt the O BC Grsap

Great Eastern Holdings Limited

(Incorporated in the Republic of Singapore)
(Company Registration No. 199903008M)

by the Offeror or its subsidiaries by

(Company Registration No. 197300590K)

For each Offer Share

1. If your Offer Shares are deposited with CDP

{F'Ie'mae use Form of Acceptance and Authorlsatlon,
or FAA, sent with the Notification)

By Post
Complete and return the FAA to:

Oversea-Chilnese Banking
Corporation Limited
c/o The Central Depository
(Pte) Limited,
Roblnson Road Past Offlce,
P.O. Box 1984,
Singapore 903534

{"in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope af
U W NSK)

Electronically
Complete and return the FAA via
the SGX-5T's Investor Portal at:

investors.sgx.com

(in respect of individual and
joint=alt account holders only)

Important Notlce

Offer Document shall prevail.

relation to the Offer.

Responsibility Statement

For more help

directed during office hours to:

CLOSING DATE

VOLUNTARY UNCONDITIONAL GENERAL OFFER

Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation Limited
(Incorporated in the Republic of Singapore)

other than those shares already owned or agreed to be acquired

J.P. Morgan Securities Asia Private Limited
(Incorporated in the Republic of Singapore)

Offer Price to shareholders of Great Eastern Holdings Limited

S$25.60 IN cAsH

Acceptances should be received by 5.30 p.m. (Singapore time)
on 28 June 2024 (or such later date as may be announced from
time to time by or on behalf of the Offeror).

As at the Latest Practicable Date, Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation Limited (the "Offeror”) owns approximately 88.44 per cent. of the
iIssued ordinary shares ("Shares”) in the capital of Great Eastern Holdings Limited ("GEH"). The Offer is for the remaining 11.56 per cent. of
Shares not already owned or agreed to be acquired by the Offeror as at the date of the Offer.

2. If your Offer Shares are in scrip form

(Please use Form of Acceptance and Transfer,
or FAT, sent with the Notiflcatlon)

By Post
Complete and return the FAT to:

Oversea-Chinese Banking
Caorporatlon Limlted
c/o Boardroom Corporate & Advisary
Services Pte. Ltd.,
1 Harbourfront Avenue,
Keppel Bay Tower, #14-07,
Singapore 098632

{"in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope al
Yol oW fisk)

By Hand
Complete and return the FAT to:

Oversea-Chinese Banking
Corporatlon Limlted
c/o Boardroom Corporate & Advisory
Services Pte. Lid.,
1 Harbourfront Avenue,
Keppel Bay Tower, #1407,
Singapore 098632

Proof of posting is not proof of receipt by the Offeror at the above addresses.

If posting from outside Singapore, it is your responsibility to affix adeguate postage.

3. If you are a CPFIS Investor and/or SRS Investor

No action is required if you do not wish to accept the Offer.

Shareholders who do not accept the Offer should note that in the event:

but will not be able to trade such Shares on the SGX-5T; and

Any inquiries relating to the Offer should be

The forms should arrlve no later than 5.30 p.m. on 28 June 2024 {or such later date as may be announced from tlme to time by or on behalf of the Offeror).

If delivered by post, please use the pre-addressed envelope enclosed, which is pre-paid for posting in Singapore only.

You should receive further information on how to accept the Offer from your respective CPF Agent Banks and SRS Agent Banks.
Please contact your respective CPF Agent Bank and SRS Agent Bank (as the case may be).

The Offeror Intends to seek a dellsting of GEH from the SGX-5T I It holds 90 per cent, or more of the Shares at the close of the Offer,

(i) GEH is delisted from the SGX-5T, such Shareholders will continue to hold their Shares and remain shareholders of GEH,

(I} the trading of the Shares on the SGX-5T Is suspended pursuant to Rules 724, 1105 or 1303(1) of the Lilsting Manual, such Shareholders will continue to hald thelr
Shares and remain shareholders of GEH but, pursuant to Rule 729 of the Listing Manual, will not be able to transfer such Shares without the prior approval of the SGX-5T.

All capitalised lerms used and not defined herein shall have the same meanings given to them in the Offer Document.

The information in this advertisement is a summary of the Offer and is qualified by, and should be read in conjunction with, the full information contained in
the Offer Document. In the event of any inconsistency or conflict between the terms of this advertisement and the Offer Document, the terms set out in the

The views of the directors of GEH who are considered independent for the purposes of the Offer ("Independent Directors”) and the independent financial
adviser to the Independent Directors on the Offer will be made available to you in due course. You may wish to consider their views before taking action in

The Offeror Directors (including any director who may have delegated detailed supervision of the preparation of this advertisement) have taken all reasonable
care to ensure that the facts stated and opinions expressed in this advertisement are fair and accurate and that there are no other material facts not contained
in this advertisement, the omission of which would make any statement in this advertisement misleading, and they jointly and severally accept full responsibility.

Where any information has been extracted or reproduced from published or otherwise publicly available sources or obtained from GEH, the sole responsibility
of the Offeror Directors has been to ensure through reasonable enquiries that such information is accurately and correctly extracted from such sources and/or
reflected or reproduced in this advertisement in its proper form and context.

J.P. Morgan Securities Asia Private Limited
Telephone: +65 6882 2621
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Tempering
workaholism

Flexible work arrangements
were the stuff of dreams till
recently. Now that they are a
reality, they may just be the
cure to Singapore’s
workaholism.

str.sg/singapore-workaholism
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Bursa Malaysia courts young

firms and investors in bid to

rejuvenate local stock market

It aims to list 42 firms in 2024, including
those in emerging sectors like medical tech

Kang Wan Chern
Deputy Business Editor

Malaysia’s stock exchange wants
to list more small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) as it
takes steps to bring younger com-
panies, as well as a new generation
of investors, to the local stock mar-
ket, a senior executive at the
bourse said.

As Malaysia’s economy and the
fund-raising outlook improve,
Bursa Malaysia is aiming to list 42
companies in 2024, which will be
a high compared with the 32 firms
that launched initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) on the exchange in
2023 and the 35 that did so in
2022, chief executive Muhamad
Umar Swift told The Straits Times

recently.

This comes at a time when the
[PO markets in Asia, particularly
in China, Hong Kong and Singa-
pore, have yet to bounce back after
falling to a low in recent years.

In the first quarter of the year,
the Asia-Pacific recorded 119 PO
deals that raised US$5.8 billion
(S$7.8 billion) in proceeds, com-
pared with 175 deals and US$12.7
billion raised in the same period in
2023, according to EY.

But Mr Umar noted that Malay-
sia is backed by a growing real
economy, and foreign investors
have been returning to the mar-
ket.

Local investor confidence is
picking up too. Malaysia’s econo-
my expanded by 4.2 per cent in
the first quarter of the year, faster
than expected, driven by private
spending and a rebound in ex-
ports.

The country’s benchmark stock
index is up by more than 20 per
cent since January, closing at

1,596.68 on May 31 Meanwhile,
shares of Bursa Malaysia have
jumped by 22 per cent since May.

In fact, Malaysia’s IPO market
has been one of the most active in
the region, with 19 listings since
the start of the year, compared
with just one in Singapore.

Mr Umar added that some of the
42 IPOs targeted are in emerging
sectors such as those offering
medical technology, including in-
vitro fertilisation, or IVF, and rep-
resent “interesting new areas for
the exchange™.

A higher number of IPOs in Ma-
laysia can potentially also benefit
other exchanges such as Singa-
pore’s over the longer term, as
some listed firms could seek sec-
ondary listings on the Singapore
Exchange (SGX) for greater expo-
sure, experts said.

Malaysian companies that have
secondary listings on the SGX in-
clude glovemaker Top Glove, IHH
Healthcare, oil palm plantation
TSH Resources and Malaysia
Smelting Corp.

Still, hitting the 2024 [PO target
will not be easy, with firms still
likely to hold back on going public
due to high interest rates and low
valuations as well as political un-
certainty within the country.

Mr Umar agreed that more must
be done.

“We have been seeing the fixed
deposit pool in Malaysia growing
since 2018, so we need to mobilise
some of those funds and channel
them back to the equity markets
to get new businesses moving.”

To encourage more companies
to list, Bursa Malaysia and the
country’s capital markets regula-
tor shortened the approval time
for IPOs on both the Main and Ace
markets to three months from
four to 12 months starting from
March. In comparison, the IPO

Application for Singapore Savings Bonds

The Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) invites individuals to apply for the next issue of
Singapore Savings Bonds (Savings Bonds):

lssuance date'

Maturity date'

Maximum amount offered”
Issue Code

Coupon payment dates |
Minimum application

5SS

Webslite: www.mas.gov.sg/ssb/

Individual limit across all issues

Singapore

01 July 2024

01 July 2034
$1,100,000,000
GX24070S

01 July and 01 January

5500
5200,000

You may apply for this issue from 6.00pm, 03 June 2024 till 9.00pm, 25 June 2024. You may apply
via DBS/POSB, OCBC and UOB ATMs (cash applications only) and Internet Banking (cash or
Supplementary Retirement Scheme (SRS) applications), and OCBC's maobile application (cash or
SRS applications). These channels will be open between
Mondays to Saturdays, excluding Public Holidays.

Interest Payment Schedule

Savings Bonds

Hotline: 6225 5577

7.00am and 9.00pm from

H”I -l ﬂlh

Coupon, % 3.2b6 1.26 3.26 1.26 3.26 1.26 4.38 3.42 3.42
Average annual | o : : oo . ; :
rﬂum’i i 326 | 326 | 326 | 326 | 3.26 | 326 | 326 | 328 | 329 | 330

*From issue date  **At the end of each year, on a compounded basis

This bond will be reflected as "SBJUL24 GX240708" in your CDP statement or "GX240708" in your
SRS statement. Interest and principal payments will be paid to the bank account linked to CDP (for
cash investments) or SRS account (for SRS investments). Interest income on Savings Bonds is
exempt from tax, and Savings Bonds may not be sold, transferred or pledged without MAS' prior
approval. Holders of existing Savings Bonds may submit redemption requests by 9.00pm, 25
June 2024. The bonds will be redeemed on 01 July 2024

This document is for informational purposes only and does not constitute the terms of issue for this
Savings Bond. By subscribing to this Savings Bond, you shall be deemed to have understood,
accepted, and be bound by, the terms of issue for the Savings Bonds on the date of issuance of the
Savings Bond to you. For the complete terms of issue, please refer to the public notice dated 03

June 2024 at the following link: http://www.mas.gov.sg/ssb/,
'If MAS' electronic payment system is not in operation on this date, then issuance, interest
payment or redemption, as the case may be, will occur on the next day when the electronic
payment system is in operation.

*If total applications exceed this amount, MAS will distribute the total amount on offer as evenly
as possible, and some individuals may not receive the full amount they applied for.
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To encourage more firms to list, Bursa Malaysia and the country’s capital markets regulator cut the approval time for initial
public offerings on the Main and Ace markets to three months from four to 12 months. PHOTO: THE BUSINESS TIMES

process for SGX takes around four
months.

The Main Market of Bursa Ma-
laysia is the prime market for es-
tablished companies, while the
Ace Market is designed for growth
companies. A third board, the
Leap Market, is for accredited in-
vestors.

The exchange is getting more
actively involved in identifying
young and promising SMEs with
funding needs, and taking a more
aggressive approach to help them
prepare for an eventual listing.

In December 2023, Bursa Malay-
sia and credit ratings firm RAM
Holdings launched a debt fund-
raising platform for SMEs, allow-
ing them to raise debt funding of
up to RM5 million (S$1.4 million)
over a minimum tenure of one
year.

Besides giving such companies
alternative access to debt to do
business, the intent is also to es-
tablish relationships and build
trust with the business owners to
understand their longer-term
growth plans and funding needs.

“The question we put to them is,
are you looking to offer your com-
pany for sale or raise capital? If it
is to raise capital through a listing,
we want that listing to be with us,”
Mr Umar said.

At the same time, Bursa Malay-
sia is also rolling out strategies to
attract a new generation of inves-
tors to encourage more depth and
liquidity on the exchange over the
long term.

A liquid market allows transac-
tions to be completed quickly and
at stable prices. Companies with
liquid stocks can also draw more
investors, enhancing their ability
to raise capital.

“Younger investors have differ-
ent ways of investing and most of
them don’t quite understand equi-
ties, or see the amount needed to
invest as too huge. We want to de-
mystify investing in equities for
this generation.”

In February, financial technolo-
gy company Futu Holdings was
given a licence to launch its online
trading platform Moomoo in Ma-
laysia, enabling account holders to
invest in some 1,000 Malaysia

A higher number of initial
public offerings in
Malaysia can potentially
also benefit other
exchanges such as
Singapore's over the
longer term, as some
listed firms could seek
secondary listings on the
Singapore Exchange (SGX)
for greater exposure,
experts said. Malaysian
companies that have
secondary listings on the
SGX include glovemaker
Top Glove, IHH Healthcare,
oil palm plantation TSH
Resources and Malaysia
Smelting Corp.

stocks through a mobile app.

The platform also provides ac-
cess to educational materials, such
as beginner-friendly tutorials on
fundamental investing, in the
hopes of luring younger investors
and those new to stocks.

These developments come after
regulators in September 2023 al-
lowed the fractional trading of
shares on Bursa Malaysia to make
share trading more accessible and
affordable for retail investors, par-
ticularly younger ones.

A fractional share is a portion of
a stock that is less than one stan-
dard board lot of 100 units.

As part of an effort to rebrand it-
self as a multi-asset exchange and
offer more products to investors,
Bursa Malaysia in January also
launched a digital gold trading app
that allows investors to buy and
sell physical gold with an initial in-
vestment of RM10 using their mo-
bile phones.

“By giving them new products
that are easy to use, we can engage
with younger investors, and po-
tentially introduce new stock trad-
ing ideas to them as we build up
trust and begin to understand
their needs,” said Mr Umar.

PwC in a January equity markets
report said: “We expect the IPO
market in Malaysia for the year
2024 to remain at least the same
level as in the year 2023 and to
continue to be dominated by Ace
Market listings in terms of number
of IPO deals.

“The capital market initiatives
introduced by the Malaysian reg-
ulators will further boost the com-
petitiveness and attractiveness of
new listings in Malaysia.”

wanchernkang@sph.com.sg
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elensky in

Ingapore:
Why Its

loves off
on China

Ukrainian leader's presence at the Shangri-La
Dialogue 1s part of a broader diplomatic
campaign at a critical juncture of the war.

f

Jonathan Eyal

: for the eigh

Global Aftairs Correspondent . delays, and the Ukrainians are

: paying it with their blood.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky’s arrival in Singapore on
June 1 may seem surprising; with
the war raging at home, one
would have thought that he had
more pressing priorities than
traversing the earth.

Yet the Ukrainian leader’s
presence at the Shangri-La
Dialogue made perfect sense.

It comes at another historic
inflection point in his country’s
fight for survival. It is also a stark
illustration of an enduring reality:
The war in Ukraine has global
ramifications, well and beyond
what may still appear to some as
just a scrap for possession of a bit
of European territory.

Mr Zelensky’s pointed criticism
of China’s attitude and behaviour

towards his country represented a :
: for Ukraine beyond early 2025.

marked departure from Ukraine’s
previous stance. And it serves as
just a precursor for greater
tensions in Sino-Western
confrontations in the months
ahead.

As often happens with
long-term wars, public opinion
becomes inured to the pain and
suffering. But the reality is that
beyond the image of a seemingly
never-ending war of attrition, the
balance of power has tilted
against Ukraine.

The chief reason for this
downturn is the political
dithering in the United States

: about providing military help.

That problem is now resolved,

- with the US Congress finally
. approving President Joe Biden’s

e
‘%f!

: military aid to Ukraine.

request for a massive US$61
billion (S$82.3 billion) worth of

But there is a price to be paid
t months of supply

The absence of adequate

: Ukrainian air defences means

: that Russian jets are now able to
: get closer to the fighting and hit
. targets more accurately.

And the Russians have added

. wings and guidance systems to

: their so-called FAB500 bombs -

: airdropped monsters containing

: over 500kg of explosives — and

: are now using them as “glide

: bombs”, launched from behind

: Russian lines on Ukrainian targets
: with devastating effect.

The Patriot anti-aircraft missile

: systems that Ukraine desperately
: needs are in short supply and

: expensive, at around US$1 billion
: per battery. Therefore, it is

: improbable that Ukraine will

: regain complete control of its

: airspace before early 2025.

Matters will look much better

Contrary to what Russian

: President Vladimir Putin

: assumed, there is no indication

. that Western countries are getting
. tired of the war.

This is partly because European

- electorates continue to express

: sympathy for the plight of

. millions of Ukrainians who

. sought refuge in neighbouring

: countries and partly because

: Russia continues to make it clear
: that its objective is to change the
: whole power equation in Europe,
. thereby threatening more

: countries than just Ukraine.

¥

It is noticeable, for instance,

: that far-right European political
: parties that used to favour Russia
. are no longer doing so.

Far-right Italian Prime Minister

. Giorgia Meloni, for instance, is a
: Ukraine stalwart supporter. And
: even France’s anti-immigrant

: National Rally now supports a

. pro-Ukraine policy.

Furthermore, although the

. Russians are spending large
: amounts of money on their
: military — up to 40 per cent of the :
: Russian annual budget now goes

: to the country’s defence
industries, an investment

: equivalent to a staggering 8 per

: cent of Russia’s gross domestic

: product — the longer Russia has to
: bear this burden, the more

. difficult it will become for Mr

: Putin to sustain it.

The Russians also appear to

: have made some strategic

: logistical errors: They have

: decided, for instance, to spend

. more on ammunition and less on
. the manufacture of new artillery
. guns. :
i The assumption among Western
. intelligence analysts is, therefore,
. that once the Russians exhaust

: their old stocks of weapons from

: Soviet days — as they currently

: are doing at breakneck speed —

: Russia will find it difficult to

. sustain the war at its current level
. of intensity.

: BUYING TIME WITH A
: TWO-TRACK STRATEGY

i For many Western military

. planners, therefore, the chief

: challenge is to win time by

: blunting the Russian advances
: until early 2025.

This is to be achieved through

i two strategies: taking the war to
: Russian territory and, second,

: limiting Russia’s ability to import
: raw materials and dual-use

technologies currently feeding

: the country’s arms industries.

The US will continue to impose

i restrictions on how the weapons
¢ it supplies are being used by the
i Ukrainians; some of America’s

: more sophisticated guidance

i systems have been tweaked

: explicitly so the Ukrainians

: cannot use them to strike deep

: inside Russia. Nonetheless, there
. is now general agreement in

: Western capitals that Ukraine’s

. military should be allowed to hit
: Russian military infrastructure

: that supports its invasion.

The successive destruction of a
number of Russian radar

: installations over the past two
: weeks is the first manifestation of
: this new approach.

Attention is now turning to the

: other pillar of this policy —

: restricting Russia’s ability to

. source the materials it needs for
¢ its military from abroad.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky leaving Shangri-La hotel on June 2. Beyond the image of a seemingly never-ending
war of attrition, the balance of power has tilted against Ukraine, says the writer. 5T PHOTO: SHINTARO TAY '

Western governments accept

However, what many Western

. governments are now determined
: to stop is Beijing’s apparent

. ability to have its cake and eat it

. by claiming that China remains

. “impartial” in the crisis while

: acting as Russia’s chief economic
: supporter.

US intelligence estimates

: indicate that in the last quarter of
: 2023, China provided Russia with
: more than 70 per cent of its

: nearly US$900 million worth of

: imports of machine tools needed
: to build missiles and up to 90 per
: cent of Russia’s microelectronics

: needs, crucial for the production

: of missiles, tanks and aircraft.

The Americans are determined

: that China will either be forced to
: restrict this trade or pay the price
. in diplomatic and economic

. terms. Mr Kurt Campbell, the US
: Deputy Secretary of State and

: America’s top “Asia hand”,

: travelled to Brussels in late May

. to brief the Europeans on this

. matter and ask for their support.

Meanwhile, Mr Wally Adeyemo,

: the US Deputy Treasury Secretary
: and the man widely credited with
: inventing America’s current

. economic sanctions regime, was

: dispatched in late May to

. Germany to prepare Europe for
. the imposition of broader
: sanctions on China.

“We must make the choice stark

. for China: Chinese firms can

: either do business in our

: economies or they can equip

: Russia’s war machine with

: dual-use goods. They cannot do
. both,” Mr Adeyemo told a

. gathering of policymakers.

Until now, Mr Zelensky has

. been careful not to signal in
: public his displeasure with China
. because he believed that Beijing’s
. influence in the conflict could be
® : helpful. So, he expressed

L ¢ satisfaction each time Chinese
¥ President Xi Jinping contacted
" | him, notwithstanding the fact
. that such contacts remained rare
. and, on the whole, content-free.

The Ukrainian leader was also

: careful to remind Beijing of the

. longstanding military links

: between the two countries; after
all, China’s first aircraft carrier

. was bought from Ukraine and,

: before the war, Chinese engineers
: were still keen to cooperate with

. Ukraine on the production of jet

. engines.

Yet the gloves are now off.
Mr Zelensky’s trip to Singapore

. indicates that the Ukrainian

: leader has abandoned

. sweet-talking. In Singapore, Mr

. Zelensky not only claimed he had
. evidence that China was assisting
: Moscow’s war efforts, but he also

: pointedly said that this

. contradicted a promise that Mr Xi
: made to him in a phone call a

. year ago that Beijing would not

: get involved in the Ukraine war.

He also decried China's

repeated unwillingness to talk to
: Ukraine despite Beijing’s claims to
: be impartial.

“Many times we have wanted to
meet Chinese representatives,” he

: said. “Unfortunately, Ukraine

: does not have any powerful

. connections with China because
: . China does not want it.”

: that China is not the only supplier :
: of such materials. Clearly, China is !
. not obliged to observe any :
: embargo on Russia.

PEACE CONFERENCE PROJECT

: Yet beyond fingering China as

. increasingly an actor in the

i Ukraine war, Mr Zelensky’s visit
. to Singapore was part of a

: broader Ukrainian diplomatic

. offensive to the so-called Global
. South and other nations in Asia,
. which may have initially

. condemned Russia’s invasion, but
: since then did their best to stay
: out of the handling of the

. conflict.

The Ukrainians acknowledge

. that they should have done more
: to engage with such nations.

That'’s why Ukraine is now

: spending some of its scarce

. financial resources on expanding
. its network of embassies and why
. President Zelensky is venturing

. beyond the traditional circle of

: his country’s supporters,

Since the Russian invasion in

. February 2022, the Ukrainian

. leader has undertaken 50 foreign
. trips. Still, only a handful of these
: were outside Europe, and only

. one was to Asia beyond the

. Middle East, which was a trip to

: Japan in 2023. Mr Zelensky’s

: presence in Singapore and his

: subsequent travel to the

. Philippines are indications of a

: CONTINUED ON PAGE B2
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Zelensky in Asia

Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelensky was
welcomed like a rock star at
the Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore over the weekend,
but will his message gain any
real traction?
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Shangri-La Dialogue 2024

US dumps the megaphone,
China speaks to two audiences
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China’s Defence Minister Dong Jun said at the Shangri-La Dialogue on June 2 that Beijing "is committed to promoting equal rights, equal rules and equal opportunities”. And while he decried hegemonism,
decoupling and bloc confrontation, he stopped short of mentioning the US by name. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

Countries refrained from calling China out
by name, but it does not mean anxieties

have dissipated.

Lin Suling

Senior Columnist

Call it a blessing of omission. You
would not have guessed it from
reading headlines, but there is a
palpable shift in approach, with
other countries appearing to pare
back their bashing of China. At
least by name.

Chalk it up to the water at the
Shangri-La in Singapore, perhaps.
It seems to have tempered
aggression.

When US Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin was asked
at the Asia Security Summit on
the morning of June 1 point blank
about his discussions with
Chinese Defence Minister Dong
Jun, he declined to give details.
The reason he was asked? China
was unmistakably missing from
his speech at the event, typically
a strongly worded one aimed at
holding China accountable for
regional adventurism.

The omission seemed
deliberate — even shared.

Philippine President Ferdinand
“Bongbong™ Marcos Jr similarly
declined to wag the finger at
China in his speech the night
before, which was chock full of
talk about assertive actions
propagating baseless claims
through force, intimidation and
deception. The one time he
mentioned China by name, he
employed broader platitudes in
highlighting its influence over the
security and economic situation
in South-east Asia.

U.S. DITCHES THE MEGAPHONE
DIPLOMACY

These developments come as a
welcome relief, as tensions
between the two superpowers
have ratcheted up in recent
months and regional
temperatures ticked upwards.

. bilateral relations remained poor
. after the US slapped tariffs on

. Chinese goods and threatened to
. ban TikTok. Meanwhile, China

¢ has projected a more muscular

. military
: It ramped up drills around

. Taiwan, bolstered forces off the

: Second Thomas Shoal, and

. revealed more of what appears to
. be its first drone carrier.

stance these past weeks.

It is also a far cry from three

. years ago when the deterioration
. of the relationship went on full

. public display in Anchorage,

. Alaska, in the US. The raw

. exchange of accusations between
. the most senior diplomats of the

. two countries meeting for the

. first time since President Joe

: Biden assumed power in the

. White House was not only an

. inauspicious start to a new era of
: superpower relations, but also a

. harbinger of worsening ties.

Today, US-China relations are

. at best fragile — derailed easily by
. a balloon or a publicised visit to

: Taiwan. It’s just not made of the

. same stuff that withstood a 2001
. air collision and a 1999 bombing

. of a Chinese embassy in

i Belgrade, something Chinese

: President Xi Jinping might have

. intended to signal in visiting the

. site while in Europe in May.

There is a growing

. self-awareness in US foreign

¢ policy circles of the superpower’s
. limitations. The US remains

. influential and powerful yet is

. incredibly stretched. Last week
. brought fresh news from

. President Biden fronting a new
. ceasefire proposal in Gaza and

. easing restrictions on Ukrainian
use of US weapons on targets in
: Russia.

Mr Austin's measured tone and

. rhetoric suggests a recalibration
. of American declaratory

. geopolitics and a rare

. acknowledgement of the

. pointlessness of drama. Tackling
. two theatres is sufficiently

: challenging so why court

. challenges in a third? A US

: National Defence Strategies paper
. in January made clear the

: American military is not even

. designed to fight wars against

. two major rivals simultaneously.

What set the stage for this

¢ shift? “Intensive diplomacy”, a

- term coined by National Security
: Advisor Jake Sullivan to describe
: the series of US high-level

: communications and visits to

: China involving Secretary of

: State Antony Blinken, Secretary

: of the Treasury Janet Yellen and

: Secretary of Commerce Gina

: Raimondo in 2023.

Mr Sullivan himself had quietly

: met Chinese Foreign Minister

: Wang Yi thrice in a year - in

: Vienna, Malta and Bangkok - to
: thrash out an agenda for

: cooperation and hold frank and
: direct strategic conversations.

When asked about his meetings

: with Mr Wang and what they

: discussed regarding Taiwan, Mr

: Sullivan struck a tone of

: conciliation. He said: “It was a

: very useful, direct, and candid set
: of conversations.”

“T'll be cautious... this (issue of

: Taiwan) is littered with

: landmines to speak about

: publicly. I want to respect the
: discretion of the channel,” he said :
: during a Council on Foreign
: Relations fireside chat in
January.

CHINESE RHETORIC,
: ASIAN REALITY

: China’s initial stance at the

: Shangri-La Dialogue, however,

: lagged the shift away from

: megaphone diplomacy. Firing an
: opening salvo on May 31, former

: ambassador to the US Cui Tiankai
: raised the spectre of Washington
: dividing the region by forming

: blocs.

Mid-level People’s Liberation

: Army officials deployed to the

: conference raised loaded

: questions. They accused the US
: of starting Nato-like groups in

: Asia and suggested Nato

: expansion caused the Ukraine

: crisis. To Philippine President

: Marcos’ keynote speech, they

: pointed to Manila’s own

: problematic actions in the South
: China Sea.

By June 2, however, there was a

: pullback by Admiral Dong, who

: struck a statesmen-like tone in

: exhorting the value of peace, the
: importance of common

: development and the need for

: countries to find ways to get

: along with one another.

“We're committed to promoting

: equal rights, equal rules and

: equal opportunities,” he said.

: While he decried hegemonism,
. decoupling and bloc

: of mentioning the US by name.

The discrepancy in words

: between a more conciliatory

: China and another that seeks to
: talk tough can be jarring. But the
: reality is that China must reach
: two audiences with its messages
: — demonstrating to a domestic

: public that it has done its

: patriotic duty to stand up to the
: West and its “Cold War

: mentality”, while being mindful
: of appearing belligerent and

: unreasonable to an international
: audience.

Some pointed to the disconnect

: between Adm Dong’s words and
: Chinese actions. From supporting
: North Korea and Russia while

: declaring support for

: non-proliferation, to claiming to
: desire peace while taking

: aggressive action in the South

: China Sea, the Taiwan Strait and
: cyberspace, how can we trust

: China, the audience asked Adm

: Dong.

: THE DUALITY OF A RISING CHINA

: In recent years, China’s

: participation in the Shangri-La

: Dialogue has become a certainty

: and morphed into an important

: exercise for its defence

: establishment, with experts,

: ministry spokesmen and embassy
: staff fronting doorstops,

' interviews and roundtables to

: shape the narrative.

An optimistic interpretation is

: that this growing sophistication

: of its diplomacy apparatus

: suggests a maturing power that

: understands it must account for
: its actions, which is to be

: welcomed. A less charitable take
: is that China has no intention of
: changing course and simply

: wishes to assuage concerns on

: the surface and desensitise

: regional countries.

Whatever the case, China must

: understand it is not a small state.
: Its assertiveness — in the South

: China Sea, in economic coercion
: and in diplomatic rhetoric — has

: outsized impact and creates

: alarm against the backdrop of its
: unstoppable growth and

: continuing rise.

For what will happen if China

: reaches the limits of restraint?

: Will it believe that might is right
: and impose its interests on

: others? And if China does this

: today, what more will it do when
: it is more militarily powerful and
: unhappy in 10 to 20 years?

. anxieties by virtue of its size,

. proximity and weight, Singapore’s
: former foreign affairs official

: Bilahari Kausikan said during

. The Straits Times’ Asian Insider

: podcast last week. But South-east
: Asian countries are pragmatic

: and clear-eyed, seeing it also as

. an economic opportunity, he

. pointed out. Most have China as

: their largest trading partner.

This duality is revealed in

: studies like the 2024 edition of
: the ISEAS - Yusof Ishak

. Institute’s survey of South-east
. Asia where respondents agree

: that China remains the most

: influential economic power but
: do not trust it to do the right

: thing when global peace and

: stability are at stake, he added.

This economic cooperation

. between China and Asian

: neighbours will be more robust if
: underpinned by a sturdy broader
: relationship, then Prime Minister
: Lee Hsien Loong said at the Boao
: Forum in 2023.

Progress on outstanding

: bilateral and regional issues, like
. the code of conduct on the South
: China Sea, can build trust and

. encourage countries to do more

: on the economic front at a time

: of slowing global growth.

A DESIRED DE-ESCALATION

. Overall, the clear desire for a

: de-escalation of US-China

! tensions is a positive

. development. Here, credit must

go to increasing recognition of

: the merit of platforms like the

: Shangri-La Dialogue for countries
: to publicly clarify their positions

: and meet their counterparts

. bilaterally.

Direct engagement at the

: leadership level allows for issues
: to be thrashed out directly

. instead of communication of

. intent by showmanship,

: brinkmanship or other means.

: This convening power extends to
: groupings led by Asean that

: provide fixtures in the calendar

. bringing the US Secretary of

: Defence and the Chinese Defence
: Minister together like the Asean

: Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus.

But accommodating China’s rise

: and tackling the corresponding

: regional anxieties over its

: intentions remain works in

: progress. Perhaps having more of
: that water at Shangri-La in

: Singapore will help.

: linsuling@sph.com.sg

SeeKing
wider
support for
peace and
dialogue

FROM Bi

broadening of Ukraine’s
diplomatic offensive.

The same applies to the
conference project devoted to
finding a peaceful solution to
the war, scheduled to take place
later in June in Switzerland.

Mr Zelensky conceived the
conference precisely because he
was eager to refute claims that
Ukraine is not interested in
peace and that it allows itself to
be used as a pawn in a broader
proxy war between the West
and Russia, the sort of
arguments one often hears in
Global South capitals.

The Ukrainian President is
very keen to get the broadest
possible participation of heads
of state and governments at the
conference, and the Swiss hosts

of the event have been very
clear that countries can attend
without having to comply with
any preconditions. Thus, those
taking part do not need to
express prior support for
Ukraine or any Western position
in this conflict; participants
merely have to believe that
peace is possible and that
dialogue is better than fighting,
two propositions everyone
supposedly agrees with.

Mr Zelensky fully expected
Russia’s refusal to attend the
conference. However, the
Ukrainian leader was surprised
by China’s reasons for its
refusal. Beijing’s official line is
that China could participate
only if the conference discussed
all peace proposals — including
Russia’s — “in a fair and equal
manner”, as Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Mao
Ning put it.

But what Ms Mao did not say
is that Russia’s “peace proposal”
consists of demanding that
before it even participates in the
Swiss conference, Ukraine must
formally accept that the 20 per
cent of Ukrainian territory now
occupied by Russia is lost
forever. So, in effect, what the
Chinese are saying is that
Beijing’s concept of a “fair and
equal” conference is one in
which the Russians must be
allowed to demand from the
start the formal loss of
Ukrainian territory before any
serious negotiations even begin.

Mr Zelensky is particularly
angered by the evidence he
claims to have that quite apart
from refusing to attend, China is
also trying to persuade other
nations not to go. “China,
unfortunately, is working hard
today to prevent countries from
coming to the peace summit,” he
told reporters on the sidelines of
the Shangri-La Dialogue.

It remains to be seen whether
the Ukrainian President’s trip to
Asia will improve his country’s
diplomatic fortunes. Mr
Zelensky knows that try as hard
as he may, few countries outside
Europe and North America are
likely to be persuaded to
sacrifice their relationships with
China or Russia in support of
Ukraine, even if they initially
condemned Russia’s invasion of
a neighbouring sovereign
nation.

Still, the Zelensky trip to
Singapore does signify a critical
turning point in the Ukraine
crisis. It marks the moment
when Ukraine and its Western
allies have decided to abandon
their previous policy of privately
urging the Chinese to cease
supporting Russia.

From now on, the objective is
to impose an economic and
political price on Beijing for its
continued links with Russia.

Expect more on this topic in
the months to come.

And expect Mr Zelensky to
continue reminding us that what
happens in Europe does not stay
in Europe.

Atmospherics in the larger : confrontation, he stopped short China will always arouse jeyal@sph.com.sg
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Why we now face
hisher risk of a
5. China Sea clash

The chances of a US-China war starting
around Second Thomas Shoal are now

perhaps as high as the chances of one starting
in the Taiwan Strait.

Hugh White

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr of
the Philippines set the tone for a
tense weekend in the opening
session of this year’s Shangri-La
Dialogue on May 31 His prepared
keynote speech began with a bold
declaration of his country’s
determination to defend its
claims in the South China Sea
against Chinese pressure. Then,
in answering a blunt question
from the audience, he did not shy
away from what that might mean.
He was asked about a scenario
in which Chinese Coast Guard
water cannon Killed a Filipino
sailor in a South China Sea clash,
and “would that cross a red line”
leading Manila to invoke its
mutual defence treaty with
Washington and — by clear
implication — lead to war. His
response was blunt. “Once we get
to that point,” he replied,
“certainly we would have crossed

going to be a red line.”
This reply highlighted how
dangerous the confrontation

: between China and the

: Philippines over their conflicting
: claims in the South China Sea —

: especially around Second Thomas
: Shoal - has become. That is

: because this is no longer just a

: dispute between Manila and

: Beijing.

In recent months, in response

: to escalating Chinese actions, the
: United States and its allies have

: been drawn deeper and deeper

: into the contest in support of the
: Philippines. As a result, the stakes
: there are now far higher than the
: ownership of an uninhabitable

: reef or the future of the rusting

: hulk that symbolises the

: Philippine claim to it.

It has become the latest test of

: strength and resolve in the

: contest between the US and

. China over which of them will be
: the leading power in East Asia

: and the Western Pacific in the

. decades ahead. That makes the

: risk of a clash there quite high,

: and the consequences very

: serious indeed. The chances of a
: US-China war starting around

: Second Thomas Shoal are now

: perhaps as high as the chances of
. one starting in the Taiwan Strait.

This was not necessarily the

. message that President Marcos
: wanted to convey with his big
the Rubicon... Almost certainly it’s :
. expressed spirited defiance of

: China, he tried to avoid siding too
. overtly with America. He

speech in the evening. While he

: acknowledged China’s

: “determining influence over the

: security situation and the

: economic evolution of this

: region” as “a permanent fact”, as

. well as welcomed “the stabilising
. presence of the United States” as

: “crucial to regional peace” “It’s

: never a choice. Both countries are
. important,” he concluded.

He decried “the danger of

. regional regression towards Cold
: War thinking” and proclaimed

: that the future of the region

: should “be driven not by one or

: two powerful countries, but by all
. of us”. He argued instead for the

. centrality of Asean as the driver

: of a new regional order.

But the whole tone of this year’s

: Shangri-La Dialogue, as well as

: his own “red line” remarks,

: showed how far Mr Marcos’

. rose-tinted vision is from the real
: strategic dynamics of East Asia

- today.

Though they disagreed about

: much else at the conference, both
. the US and China concurred in

: seeing the region as increasingly

: facing a Cold War style of

. polarisation, with a growing band
: of allies and partners aligning

: with Washington against Beijing’s
. challenge to the old US-led

. regional order.

What Chinese representatives

: decried as the creation of an

: “Asia-Pacific version of Nato”

: which was “tying the region’s

: countries to the US war chariot”,
: US Defence Secretary Lloyd

i Austin praised as a “new

: convergence around nearly all

: aspects of security in the

: Indo-Pacific” by countries

: throughout the region.

In fact, both the US and China

. are exaggerating somewhat. Most
: countries in the region —

: especially among Asean members
: — are determined to avoid picking
. sides between Washington and

: Beijing, and the prospect of a

: broad-based Nato-style regional

: alliance supporting America

. against China remains as remote

. as ever.

Indeed, it is America’s failure to

. garner strong support from other
: Asean members — along with its
: desire to secure access to bases

. close to China and a potential

: Taiwan theatre of war — that has
: driven Washington to back Manila :
. so strongly in its disputes with
: Beijing in the South China Sea.
. This is new.

Back in 2012, when China

. seized control of Scarborough

: Shoal from the Philippines, the

: US pointedly refused Manila’s

. request to come to its aid. In

. recent months, President Joe

. Biden has repeatedly and

. unambiguously declared that

: America’s commitment to the

: defence of the Philippines,

: including the South China Sea, is

“ironclad”.
And, unlike Mr Biden’s

. apparently off-the-cuff comments
: about defending Taiwan, these

. declarations have been reaffirmed
: in explicit detail by the State

. Department. In March, its

. spokesman stated that “the

i United States reaffirms that

: Article IV of the 1951

: US-Philippines Mutual Defence

: Treaty extends to armed attacks

. on Philippine armed forces,

. public vessels or aircraft -

. including those of its Coast Guard
: — anywhere in the South China
. Sea”.

This leaves no doubt at all that

. in the event of the kind of

: incident in the South China Sea
. that Mr Marcos spoke of as

: crossing Manila’s “red line”, the

. US would be compelled to

. undertake military operations

. against China in support of the

: Philippines. If Washington failed
. to do so, its strategic credibility as
. a reliable ally in Asia and beyond,
. and hence its claims to regional

. and global leadership, would be

. very seriously and perhaps fatally :
: damaged. What is more, the US
: has led its closest regional allies,
: Japan and Australia, down the

. same path.

In April, Mr Biden hosted an

: unprecedented trilateral summit
: with Mr Marcos and Japanese

: Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to
: show support for Manila against
: Beijing, and soon after, the

: defence ministers of the three

: countries, along with Australia’s,
: met in Hawaii for the same

i purpose.

Meanwhile, Australia and Japan,

: as well as America, have stepped
: up naval deployments and

: exercises with the Philippines.

: This is a long way short of an

: “Asian Nato”, but it is nonetheless
. an unprecedented display of

willingness by America’s regional

: allies to confront China’s military
. in support of Washington where

: their own immediate interests are
i not directly engaged. Their

: credibility as reliable allies in

: American eyes is now at stake if a
: crisis erupts between the

: Philippines and China over

: Second Thomas Shoal.

All this carries very serious

: risks, not despite but because of

i the relatively trivial issue that will
: be the spark for a conflict.

: Compared with the momentous

. historical, political, economic and
i strategic issues directly at stake in
i Taiwan, it is hard to believe that

i either America or China will

: really go to war over Second

: Thomas Shoal. But therein lies

: the trap.

As each side can so easily

assume that the other would back
i down rather than fight over a

. Though they disagreed

: about much else at the

: conference, both the US

. and China concurred in

. seeing the region as

: increasingly facing a Cold
. War style of polarisation,

: with a growing band of

: allies and partners

: aligning with Washington
. against Beijing's challenge
: to the old US-led regional
: order.

: I

: barren reef, both will be strongly
: tempted to flex their muscles and
: tout their resolve. In fact, that is

: exactly what they are doing,

: China by its aggressive coast

: guard manoeuvres, and America

: by its ringing declarations of

: alliance commitment.

But whereas the US hopes that

i China will be deterred by Mr

: Biden’s promise to fight for the

: Philippines, Beijing is just as

: likely to be encouraged to further
: provocations. It is not just that

¢ Chinese leaders will be

: determined not to appear cowed

: by American power and resolve.

: They will sense an opportunity

: because, whatever Mr Biden says,
: they are unlikely to believe that

: America will really embark on a

. potentially catastrophic war over
: such a trivial issue.

They will instead expect

: America to back down from an

: escalating crisis. That will be a

. big win for China, because the

: more stridently Washington has
: promised that it will fight, the

: more disastrously its standing in
: Asia will be damaged if it does

: not - and the more Beijing’s

: position will be enhanced. That
: provides China with a big

: temptation to keep raising the

: pressure on the Philippines. But
: what if China gets it wrong and
. America does fight?

It is all too easy to imagine

: where this could end if, by

: accident or design, a Filipino

: sailor is killed in a confrontation

: with Chinese forces, as envisaged
. by President Marcos’ blunt

: questioner on May 31. Then

¢ miscalculations on both sides will
: so easily drive the world’s two

. strongest states into an armed

. clash that neither side wants or

. intends, and which neither can

. prevent spiralling into a full-scale
: nuclear war.

If that happens, both

i Washington and Beijing would be
. equally to blame, and both bear

. equal responsibility to reduce the
: risks by stepping back from the

: mounting dangers of their rivalry
. in order to conceive and create a
i new relationship that gives

. overriding priority to the

: preservation of peace between

: them.

e Hugh White is emeritus professor
: of strategic studies at the Australian
: National University in Canberra.
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Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr boldly declared his country’s determination to defend its claims in the South China Sea against Chinese pressure at this year’s Shangri-La Dialogue. PHOTO: AFP

Xl [inping's surprising new source of economic aavice

What China’s leader
may learn from a pair
of reform-minded
academics.

Zhou Qiren is an unusual
economist. A professor at Peking
University, he spent 10 years
toiling in the countryside during
China’s Cultural Revolution. “The
same farmer”, he observed,
“worked like two totally different
persons on his private plots versus
on collective land.” Unlike most
economists, Professor Zhou still
studies incentives and constraints
from the ground up, starting not
with abstract principles but with
concrete cases, often drawn from
his travels around China and
beyond.

After a visit to a rice-noodle bar
in Qinzhen, he wondered why it
offered one-week courses showing
others how to replicate its prized
dish. On trips to China’s sprawling

: new city districts, he notes that it
: takes 70 steps to cross the road,

: compared with 15 or so for many

: streets in Manhattan. He is

. sceptical of state-owned

. enterprises, which he once

: compared to public passages

: crowded with private “sundries”.

i He also has doubts about the

. feasibility of national self-reliance.
: Prosperity, he has pointed out, is

: built on “coming and going” across :
: borders.

It was, therefore, a surprise

: when Prof Zhou was invited to

. brief Mr Xi Jinping, China’s ruler,

: at a symposium on May 23 in

: Shandong, a coastal province. The
: symposium was supposed to

: gather ideas for a big meeting on
: economic reform in July, the third
. plenary session of the Communist
: Party’s central committee, held

: twice a decade. Although

: expectations for 2024’ “third

: plenum” are low, previous

' meetings have shaken the world.

: Investors are eager for any hints

: about the problems Mr Xi intends

: to tackle this year.

To many foreign economists,

: these problems seem clear. China’s
: leaders have damaged the

. confidence of households and

. entrepreneurs through capricious

: and intrusive policymaking, from

: the draconian zero-Covid regime

: to the re
: data transfers across borders.

. They have prioritised investment

gulatory crackdown on

in technological self-reliance over

. decisive measures to boost

: consumption, stabilise the

: property market and dispel

. deflation. Foreign investors

: sometimes worry that China’s

: leaders are trapped in an echo

: chamber. Seen in that light, the

: symposium in Shandong was a

: crumb of comfort. It suggested

. that Mr Xi is at least willing to

. listen to home-grown economists
: who have a grasp of what is going
' wrong

As well as the peripatetic Prof

Zhou, the symposium included Mr
: Zhang Bin, a dovish economist at
: the Chinese Academy of Social

. Mr Zhang

. Sciences. He has studied America’s
. escape from the Depression and

. Japan’s lost decades after its

: housing
. looked into what would happen if
: China cut its interest rates to zero.
. In a review of the economy in the
. first quarter of 2024, he and his

: co-authors concluded that the

. central bank should reduce rates

. and set a target for credit growth
: to stop inflation expectations

: falling dangerously low.

bubble burst. He has

The review’s authors also

cautioned that attempts by local

governments to cut debts could

i weaken demand at a bad time.

. Their report compared China’s

. indebted property developers to

: financial institutions facing a run.
. Since they pose a systemic danger,
. they require a systematic

. response, rather than a piecemeal
. local one. It is not known whether :
: shared these views with :
: Mr Xi directly in Shandong. But

: these positions did not, at least,

. disqualify him from being invited.

After the symposium, Mr Xi

: dropped some encouraging hints

: that he is getting the message. He
: emphasised the need for easing

: some of the social burdens that

: weigh on households, such as

: medical expenses and childcare. A
: few days later, he called for more

: jobs that would make use of the

: talents of unemployed college

. graduates. That was a more

: sensible message than a year ago,
: when he spoke about his own

: character-building hardships

: during the Cultural Revolution and
: encouraged the jobless young to

: show similar stoicism.

In Shandong, according to

. official reports, Mr Zhang pointed
: out that China’s productivity push
: would have to avoid the problem

: of regions copying and

. undercutting each other. He used
: the word “involution™ when the

: effort someone exerts brings little

benefit but merely raises the

. effort required of everyone else.

Almost three years ago, Prof

Zhou raised a similar concern
. about efforts to nurture local

: champions. He drew an analogy

: with attempts to reverse

. desertification in China's western
: region. Planting lots of trees

: failed. What was required was a

: mix of grasses and shrubs that

: could enrich the soil and co-exist
: with trees. By a similar logic, local
: governments need to nurture

. diverse entrepreneurial

: ecosystems, out of which trees will
: spontaneously grow.

The aim, as he put it, is

: ecological resilience. In Africa,

: Prof Zhou was impressed by the

- hardy, spiky grass of the savannah.
: It reaches only a few centimetres

: in height during the dry season.

: But when the weather turns, the

: grass can draw on deep roots to

: grow two metres tall. China’s

: private firms must also endure a

. harsh climate. But the roots of

. entrepreneurialism run deep. If Mr
: Xi listens to economists like Prof

: Zhou and Mr Zhang, the season

. could turn in July. © 2024 THE

: ECONOMIST NEWSPAPER LIMITED. ALL

: RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Resolving Singapore’s culture
of overwork will take more than
this first salvo.

Boh Wai Fong and
Thara Ravindran

The writing on the wall is clear.

Singaporeans have long been a
largely overworked, stressed and
unhappy lot. National surveys
have reported that seven out of 10
Singaporeans feel overworked.
Four out of 10 are ready to call it
quits or to find alternatives that
offer better work-life balance.

Worse, we are only the second
most overworked city after Japan
and have the lowest employee
engagement levels according to a
recent Gallup poll.

So, when the Government
finally announced guidelines for
flexible work arrangements
(FWA) will come into effect from
December, there was a palpable
sense of redemption from those
aggrieved segments of the
workforce about how they may
finally be liberated.

Decades of being always ready
to respond to clients and
customer needs 24/7 has led to a
poor work-life balance and lower
job security. Employees
welcomed this strategic response
to their clamour and a potential
end to their work-related woes.

Reactions to the direction set

by the Government in formalising

a set of guidelines on FWA were
upbeat, given this positive
emphasis on worker well-being
and engagement. The signal is
clear: Singapore needs an
engaged workforce that enjoys a
work-life balance on a par with
the most productive and

advanced economies of the world.

The move is also in line with its
long-term plans to improve the
environment, economy, and the
health of the larger community:.

IT TAKES TWO TO TANGO

Not so fast.

Let’s not forget one more party
is involved in this equation:
employers. Against the backdrop
of a decades-long digital
disruption and rapid
restructuring since Covid-19 hit,
many organisations have come
under constant pressure to run an
efficient and profitable operation,
manage a global network of
customers and stakeholders,
while keeping their costs low.

Having to embrace FWA will
mean that many of our firms that
are already struggling to cope
with existing challenges will be
further saddled with the burden
of a business process
transformation. This may be a
sizeable group when only 68 per
cent of firms offer at least one
FWA in 2023, down from the
pandemic high of 90 per cent in
2020.

In Singapore, almost half of our
gross domestic product comes
from the nearly 300,000 small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) which also employ nearly
three-quarters of our workforce.
This segment is already in a
contractionary mode for the fifth
straight quarter, and is grappling
with rising wage costs and a lack
of resources and skills according
to an OCBC SME Index released
in April.

Then there are businesses that
are by nature labour-intensive
and expected to be open round
the clock such as food and
beverages, healthcare,
construction and logistics. FWA
would pose unique challenges to
such businesses with roles that
do not support flexi-work.

Such businesses can ill-afford
approving many of the submitted
FWA requests due to their special
characteristics and needs, and
may be unfairly penalised or cast
as regressive workplaces. They, in
turn, would have difficulty
recruiting suitable candidates to
meet their basic operational
needs, further compounding their
manpower woes.

From an employee perspective,
it may not be all that rosy either.
For a start, flexible work is a
double-edged sword. Doing away
with synchronous work means
the talent pool can be expanded
beyond our boundaries to
countries with a cheaper source
of labour with the help of digital

Dont bank on flexi-work guidelines
for better work-life balance

: tools easily and at no additional
: COSt.

Workers must also change their

: mindsets to make the best use of
: FWA since flexi-work does not

: automatically translate into

: work-life balance. Traditional

: attitudes towards working long

: hours just to create an impression
: of “being at work” and

: overcoming deeply ingrained

: work habits may be issues that

: need to be addressed to

: realistically achieve better

: employee well-being,

BUSINESS NEEDS ARE DECIDING
: FACTORS, NOT SECONDARY
: CONSIDERATIONS

: There is no doubt that a more

: people-centric, inclusive, flexible
: workplace based on mutual trust
: and engaged, contented workers

: is the obvious expected outcome
: of FWA.

On the surface, this may be

: true, and it appears as though this
: can be realised through

: communication between the

: parties involved and ensuring a

: supportive infrastructure. But are
: these enough? Are there deeper

: issues that need to be addressed?

The adoption of FWA has

: offered significant benefits during
: the challenging pandemic years,

: but they are not universally

: suitable. For instance, Apple faced
: substantial pushback from

: employees when it mandated a

: return to the office for part of the
: week, with staff expressing

: concerns over work-life balance

: and productivity.

Similarly, Goldman Sachs’

: return-to-office policy

: emphasised the need for

: in-person collaboration to sustain
: its high-performance culture,

. despite resistance from

: employees who had adapted to
: remote work. These examples
: underscore the complexities

: companies face in balancing

: flexibility with operational

: needs.

Even then, the euphoria

: surrounding the FWA guidelines
: has succeeded in creating a

: perception that businesses must
: accede to all requests if they are

. to project a progressive employer
: image. Nothing is farther from the
: truth and employees need to

. remember that business needs

: are the deciding factor, not a

: secondary consideration.

All things considered, the

: reality that the guidelines do not
: mandate FWA must be drilled in
¢ so that employee expectations

. can be set. While the guidelines
i direct firms to formally assess

i requests for flexible

¢ arrangements and acknowledge
: business needs as important,

. there is bound to be pressure on
. employers and supervisors to

i implement these irrespective of
¢ whether they are ready or not.

| THE ROAD AHEAD -
| AWORD OF CAUTION

: FWA singularly would most

: certainly not guarantee

: engagement and productivity

: improvements. It could actually
: take a turn for the worse if an

: organisation already has an issue
: with poor worker attitudes and
: disengagement. Rushing into

: FWA before fixing these

: structural problems will only

: aggravate the situation.

Businesses here already face

: longstanding challenges — such as
: employee attitude, skills and

: productivity — especially in the

: construction and IT and

i professional services domains. It
i is difficult to envisage that a

. quick implementation of FWA

: would do anything to ease these
. concerns even if such

¢ arrangements can be realistically
: implemented in some sectors.

There are also jobs whose

: fundamental design defies

: flexi-work such as those in

i construction and healthcare that
. require a physical presence or

. contact with clients over long

: hours. There is little scope for

! flexibility in such roles. Will this
: lead to us creating a second tier
: of jobs nobody wants?

The retail sector, for example,

i has struggled with remote work

. due to the necessity of on-site

. presence for customer service and
. inventory
¢ Meanwhile, the healthcare sector,

management.

: requiring direct patient

: interaction, found remote work
: impractical for roles like nurses
: and doctors.

Flexi-work can also fuel

: work-life conflict. Surveys by the

: Institute of Policy Studies in

: Singapore revealed that while

: many employees appreciated the

: flexibility of remote work, a

. significant number faced

: increased stress and difficulties in

: separating work from personal
: life.

Similarly, a study by Microsoft’s

: Work Trend Index highlighted

: global challenges, noting that

: remote workers often experience

: burnout and isolation. These

: findings highlight the importance
: of a balanced approach to FWA,

: considering both the benefits and
: inherent limitations based on

: industry and job role specifics.

All these do not mean FWA is a

: hopeless endeavour but that there
: is so much more to be done

: before FWA can be widely

: implemented. Businesses would
: need to look at re-engineering

: their processes.

Redesigning jobs to allow for

: sufficient overlaps between roles
: and responsibilities and support

: redundancies is an alternative for
: businesses that face structural

: constraints in implementing work
: flexibility. Pooled resources,

: including technological tools and
: manpower, may help smaller

: enterprises to meet expectations
: where they find themselves short
: on workers with the necessary

: skills. Intervention from business
: federations and consortia to

: enable such sharing, training and
: development and effective

: mediation will be crucial.

But in this, both employers and

: employees would need to tread

: with caution and be realistic in

: their expectations of what FWA
: can do for them.

: @ Professor Boh Wai Fong is

: vice-president (Lifelong Learning &

: Alumni Engagement) and president’s
: chair in Information Systems at

: Nanyang Technological University's

: Nanyang Business School.

: Dr Thara Ravindran is research

: fellow at the same school.

[ he many-sided
CriSIS In
consulting

Disruption is coming to bite the
Industry that made a cult of it.

Rana Foroohar

I once worked for a large magazine company in
the US that was worried about falling revenues
and loss of readership amid what was then called
the dot.com revolution. Corporate leaders decided
to hire a major management consulting firm to
analyse what should be done. After months of
meetings and millions in fees, the verdict came in.
Apparently, we just needed better story ideas.
Needless to say, this sage advice saved neither
readers nor the product.

For this and other reasons, I have always been
sceptical of management consulting. For starters,
the “if you can measure it, you can manage it”
approach to business just misses so much. Certain
things, such as input costs and share price, can be
discretely tallied. Others — like culture, loyalty and
creativity — cannot.

Then there is the buck-passing problem:
Companies very often hire consultants so they can
blame someone else if the solutions to challenging
problems go awry. Add to this the fact that
artificial intelligence (AI) can increasingly do the
lower end of consulting work, and you have got a
profession that may very well be in for secular
decline.

The signs are everywhere. Firms such as Bain
and McKinsey are shedding workers and offering
them financial incentives to leave. Deloitte and EY
are cutting costs and reorganising. Throughout
the industry, there is a new sense of
penny-pinching where things had once been flush.

While the profession boomed during Covid-19,
when companies desperately sought help to deal
with everything from supply-chain troubles to
work-from-home shifts and the uncertain nature
of the economic cycle, it is now slowing.
According to the Kennedy Consulting Industry
Monitor, revenue growth halved to 5 per cent in
2023.

Consulting firms are coming under political
pressure, too. A couple of weeks ago, a Bill to ban
McKinsey from US government work, put forward
by Missouri Senator Josh Hawley, passed the
Senate Homeland Security Committee. There are
still multiple hurdles to it becoming law, but the
idea is to stop the defence department and other
federal agencies contracting with firms that do
business with the Chinese government.

But it’s not only populist politicians who are
sceptical of consultants. Academics and industry
insiders alike have become more critical in recent
years. Economist Mariana Mazzucato and her
colleague Rosie Collington in 2023 published The
Big Con: How the Consulting Industry Weakens
Our Businesses, Infantilizes Our Governments
And Warps Our Economies.

The book argues that consulting has thrived on
the problems of modern capitalism, from
financialisation and corporate short-termism to
risk aversion in a starved public sector, earning
undue economic rents while creating very little
value. “While consulting is an old profession,” they
write, “the Big Con grew from the 1980s and 1990s
in the wake of reforms by both the ‘neoliberal’
right and ‘Third Way’ progressives — on both sides
of the political spectrum.”

Indeed, the industry’s problems go even further
back. One could argue that modern management
consulting is the unfortunate love child of early
20th-century Taylorism - in which Frederick
Winslow Taylor, a mechanical engineer from
Philadelphia, aimed to clock the productivity of
workers down to the second — and Chicago School
ideas about “efficient” markets, which gained
steam from the 1960s onwards.

Consultants have created a huge global market
by preaching the gospel of disruption. As Harvard
professor Clayton Christensen argued in The
Innovator’s Dilemma, in 1997, big companies were
always at risk of having their lunch eaten by
smaller upstarts. In order to get ahead of that,
they needed to be changing all the time,
internally.

But while that may have seemed true during the
dot.com boom of the late 1990s, most sectors have
become more concentrated, with big firms taking
an ever larger slice of the economic pie.

Still, the cult of disruption dies hard. As
reformed consultant and Deloitte/Cisco veteran
Ashley Goodall writes in his new book The
Problem With Change, “while we were all busily
disrupting ourselves hither and yon, we somehow
lost sight of the fact that change and improvement
are two different things”.

In the beginning, he says, executives thought
“we need to fix this problem; therefore, we need
to change”. Now, he says, too many believe that
“we need to change, because then all the problems
will be fixed”.

Consulting itself will have to change, because
technology can today do so much at the lower end
of the pay scale. Al can put together a good
enough PowerPoint presentation or research
document, knocking out a lot of what freshman
consultants used to do. Meanwhile, there is more
competition at the top, with all sorts of boutique
risk analysis firms and sector experts vying for a
slice of the advisory business.

It’s possible that a recession will give the
industry new life. Management consulting often
makes money by telling companies to cut staff. It
can also replace them temporarily with either
technology or more consultants, without all those
bothersome issues of full-time employment or
benefits. But I suspect that, just as many
superfluous jobs at the bottom end of the
socio-economic food chain have gone away in
recent decades, white-collar industries such as
consulting will be disrupted, too.

Will the result be fewer slide decks, mission
statements, mandatory work bonding sessions and
corporate-speak? If so, I'm all in. FINANCIAL TIMES
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Letter of the day

We can modify our
me-first mindset by not
rushing for every freebie

National identity * Where am
[ ‘really’ from? Singapore

i accessing them. Instead of

. gaming the system (be it in

i housing, healthcare, insurance or
nthEr matters) to maximise our
own benefits, we could spare
some thought for those for whom
the schemes were originally
. designed to help.

Ms Chua accurately pointed out

. that the “every man for himself”

. mindset was quintessential of

. post-war Singapore, which was

: still very much a third-world

: country. But as our nation

. matures, we can afford to move to

: the next level where success is

: not measured merely in material

. terms.

Straits Times journalist Danson
Cheong makes important points
in his commentary “Sorry, but
we’re Chinese Singaporeans —
not your compatriots” (June 2).

A key pillar of being
Singaporean is that our
allegiance is to Singapore and
not to where our ancestors
happened to come from.

As a Singaporean of Chinese
ethnicity (Peranakan on my
father’s side), I relate more
closely to Singaporeans of
Malay, Indian or Eurasian

Singapore is a sovereign and
- independent state. We are a
: socially and economically
. successful, multiracial country.
Singapore is not a Chinese state.
: Where am I “really” from?
: Singapore.
- Allen Tan Han Loong

A key pillar of being
. Singaporean is that our
. allegiance is to

refer to Mr Ang Ah Lay’s i
. Singapore and not to

letter “Suggestions to

: impractical. In fact, she wrote an

: that step to make the small
. excellent piece and made many

personal decisions to create a

reverse me-first attitude not : suggestions that can be . better future for Singapore. . As Ms Chua said in one of her ethnicity than to someone from : where our ancestors

practical” (May 31) in . considered, although highlighting : On a micro level, we could start : articles, “we can afford to leave China. :

response to senior : that it would take a lot to effecta ! modifying our “me-first” mindset : behind some habits bred in times It is very dangerous for others : happened to come from.
columnist Chua Mui Hoong’s : habit change and inculcate a : and behaviour by focusing more : of scarcity to embrace a culture of to demand Singaporeans’

Opinion piece “PM Wong’s
challenge: Reversing the me-first
instincts of Singaporeans” (May
17).

I do not think Ms Chua’s
suggestions are ineffectual or

: posture of looking out for

. others. But this should not be a
. deterrent. As Chinese philosopher
: Lao Tzu said, “A journey of a

: thousand miles begins with a

: single step”. Each of us can take

. on letting others have privileges

. instead of ourselves. For instance,
: we could stop jostling for free or

. subsidised services such as

: PayLah rebates to allow the less

. well-off a better chance of

Electric vehicles « Ways to
encourage ownership

I refer to the letter “Not worth
buying EV after all” by Forum
writer Perinpanayagam James
(May 31).

To implement a new way of
doing things right, sometimes
significant incentives must be
oiven initially for people to
change their preferences.

This is part of human nature.

[ noticed that the authorities
are trying to push more people to

. go for electric vehicles (EVs) by
: building more EV chargers in
. public carparks.

This cannot be avoided if we

want to go for an EV society

There are other things the

: authorities can do.
. First, it is useful to find ways to !
. get Singaporeans not to want to
: own a vehicle in the first place.

Second, a system should be set

. up for drivers here to exchange

: EV batteries instead of charging
: their EVs in public carparks.

I understand that in China, EV

: batteries can be exchanged in

. three minutes. This is a great

. incentive to own an EV and make
: building chargers in public

: carparks obsolete.

After everyone has converted

: to EVs, the authorities can then

. consider taxing EVs to persuade

: Singaporeans to use our efficient
: public transportation and rent an
: EV only when needed.

The total conversion to EVs can

: also release a lot of precious land
. space currently occupied by

. petrol kiosks.

: Lim Poh Seng

Emergencies ¢ Singapore takes responses seriously

Bangkok’s Samitivej Srinakarin
Hospital did an excellent job
indeed in responding to the
Singapore Airlines severe
turbulence incident and taking
care of mass casualties (Thai
hospital’s emergency response to
be lauded, May 30).

Singapore is also well known
for having its essential services
prepared for disasters,

In fact, on many occasions and

. on short notice, we have sent our
: army, medical teams

: and Singapore Civil Defence

: Force (SCDF) personnel to help

: other countries in disaster relief
. projects.

Singapore is aware that

. preparedness in hospitals is
. critical in managing crises. It
: involves efficient strategies,

: trained staff and managing
© resources.

Singapore has conducted many

: drills to simulate disaster

i situations at places such as MRT
: stations, where the

: police, SCDF and medical teams,
: among others, are involved. It

: shows that we take disaster

. preparedness seriously.

: Harry Ong Heng Poh

Singapore Civil
Defence Force
personnel
putting out

a liquefied
petroleum gas
tank fire and
rescuing a
casualty during
a demonstration
at the Home
Team Tactical

: sufficiency” (Higher wages for

. tradespeople: Who pays the bill?,
: April 21, 2023). After all, life is not
. a zero-sum game and very

. often, shared joy is a double joy.

: Karen Yip Lai Kham

affinity or loyalty based on race. :

If this is allowed to take root, it
would undermine Singapore’s
social fabric, painstakingly
woven together since
independence.

Ukrainian
President
Volodymyr
Zelensky at the
Shangri-La
Dialogue on
June 2. The
writer says the
summit is an
excellent concept
to get nations to
talk about
defence security.
ST PHOTO:
SHINTARD TAY

Shangri-La Dialogue + Summit
highlights Singapore’s role in
maintaining global peace

The Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore, initiated in 2002 as
an unofficial defence summit, is

: an excellent concept to get
. nations to talk about defence
:security.

Talking eases tension and

: prevents potential conflicts.
: Perhaps one can draw an

: analogy with the adage that
. barking dogs don't bite.

The fact that the superpowers

: US and China attended this 2024
: summit adds credibility.

: Ukrainian President Volodymyr

: Zelensky
. added value and shows the

: significance of these meetings.

's attendance also

The dialogue is testament to

the foresight of past and present
: leaders in Singapore to play a
. part in maintaining global peace.

A peaceful world enhances

Singapore’s survival, stability
: and livelihood which, ultimately,
. is good for its people too.

Such planning and strategy

. require vision and the ability to

“join the dots” correctly, and

. take steps to prevent any

problems from cropping up.
It’s said that when the talking

stops, the fighting starts. We
: hope that doesn’t happen.
: Victor Choong Yu Fook

Is your business
topping the charts?

Submit your application to be a part of the seventh edition of
The Straits Times Singapore’s Fastest Growing Companies®.

+« Minimum revenue in 2020: $150,000
« Minimum revenue in 2023: $1,500,000

THE STRAITS TIMIES

(revenue must not include investment or related funds)
* Head office must be in Singapore
* Must be an independent company and

Singapore’s Fastest

Centre in 2023.
ST PHOTO:
KEVIN LIM

Growing Companies
2025 statlsta %
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Agriculture « Singapore Food Agency committed
to helping local farms flourish

We thank Forum writers Loh Kin
Poh and Leo K.W. Lum for their
views (Crucial to ensure success
of food industry players, and
Vegetable farmer has to be CEQ,
COO and CFO, both May 29).

The Singapore Food Agency
(SFA) is committed to supporting
our nascent local agri-food sector
so that our local produce can
help tide us over unexpected
food supply contingencies and
disruptions.

However, in view of Singapore’s
inherent land and resource
constraints, our local farms have
to leverage technology and
advanced farming systems to
increase their productivity and
ensure that local production is
climate-resilient and
resource-efficient.

SFA has been supporting local
farms through various funding

: schemes, such as the $60 million
: Agri- fnnd Cluster

: Transformation Fund, to help our :
. farms build up their Ca]}E{hllltlES

. and capacity to produce more

. with less.

Apart from enhancing the

: production capabilities and

: capacity of our farms, we work
. closely with the Singapore

. Agro-Food Enterprises

. Federation and commercial

. partners to increase awareness
: and uptake of local produce.

The federation helps local

: farms to aggregate their produce
. for sale in various retail outlets,

: as well as foster collaborations

: among its members and other

: stakeholders such as hotels,

. restaurants, caterers and food

: manufacturers to support locally
. farmed produce.

Consumers, too, play a crucial

 farmers
. which can be identified through
. red SG Fresh Produce logos
: displayed on the packaging.

. role in helping our agri-industry
: succeed. We encourage

consumers to support our local
by buying their produce

As with other industries, the

: nascency of the agri-food sector
. means that businesses that are

. doing well will look to expand

. their operations, and there will

: be new entrants even as others

: exit the sector for various

. reasons.

SFA remains steadfast and

. committed to help our farms

: grow to provide stronger food

. security for generations of

: Singaporeans to come.

: Cheong Lai Peng

. Senior Director (Industry Development
. and Community Partnership)

: Singapore Food Agency
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Secretary General

LIM CHEE SENG

Departed on 2 June 2024
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”The Lord is My Light and My Salvation; Whom Shall [ Fear The Lord is My Life’s Refuge; Of Whom Should I Be Afraid: o -
Psalms 27
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AMY HSUI MEI LIAWTAN
1936 ~ 2024

was called home to be with the Lord on 2 June 2024.
Dearly missed and fondly remembered by loved ones.

Husband: Thomas Tan To Hao (deceased)

Brothers:

Liaw Chang Teng
Liaw Chang Ze
Liaw Chang Fu
Liaw Chang Zong

Sisters: Brother-in-law:
Liaw Min (deceased)

[iaw Ji (deceased)

Liaw Su Hui Wang Zong Xiong

Sons: Daughter-in-law:
Tecson Liaw Tan
Hocson Liaw Tan Celia Lansangan Tan

Daughters: Son-in-law:
Victoria Liaw Tan
Josefina Liaw Tan Alexander L. Chua (deceased)

Grandson:
Alexander T. Chua JR.

Granddaughters: Grandsons-in-law:
Jaclyn Tan Chua

Julia Lansangan Tan

Alexis Tan Chua Blair Schuyler Go
Christina Tan Nolasco Arrold Nolasco

Great-grandson:
Aaden Tan Nolasco

Godfather: Godmother:
Raymundo A. Yu Jr. Nancy L. Go

Caregivers:
Gina Brendisi Tubo, Angeline Godilo, Glenda Dejucos,
Razak Bin Dollah, Rahimi Bin Salleh

And all relatives & friends.

Wake Venue:
i 42 Mount Echo Park, Singapore 248794
A No wreaths / flowers please. ’

Wake Visitation Timing:
4th to 7th June 2024 (Tuesday to Friday) from 11.00am to 10.00pm

Funeral Mass will be held on 8th June 2024 (Saturday) at 9.30am at Church of St. Teresa
Singapore, 510 Kampong Bahru Road, Singapore 099446.
Thereafter to St Joseph’s Church (Bukit Timah) Columbarium,

.r-
-
-

_‘: o, 620.Upper Bukit Timah Road, Singapore 678116, for interment at11.00am. %-

B/
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" “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,”
I have kept the faith’.
. 2Timothy 4:

THEODORE STEPHEN DANKER

Age 77

Passed away peacefully on 2nd June 2024,
leaving behind loved ones.

Wife : Judy Foo Eng Wah (deceased)

Daughters Sons-in-law
Sharon Bobby Heerasing
Jean Glenn Ong
Brothers Sisters-in-law
Benedict (deceased) Anna Lim
Patrick Chan Kim Lan
Sisters Brother-in-law
Maureen

Diana James Irvine
Granddaughter

Caitlyn

Caregiver

Ming

3 _Wake is held at St Joseph’s Church at 143 Victoria Street Singapore 188020.

\;‘ Cortege leaves on Friday 7th June at 12pm for funeral mass at
St Joseph'’s Church, thereafter to Mandai Crematorium
pF— Service Hall 2 for cremation at 2:20pm.

v
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f Heartfelt Condolences to our Chairman a _

: With Deepest Sympathy and

‘Mr Lim Choo Leng and family
On the demise of his Beloved Mother-in-law
%{ |
Mdm Seet Tong Buay
Departed on 2 June 2024
(’ From:

Board of Directors,

Management and Statf of

HSL Constructor Pte Ltd

OUR PROMISE

We are determined to meet the needs of the families we sarve,
by ensuring good service guality and transparent pricing.

We are always here to guide and lead you towards finding
peace at ife's final journey

Guided by Compassion
and Respect for All

OUR SERVICES
* Direct packages * State funerals

from §1500 * Memorial hall
* Funeral packages * Imported caskets

from $4999 » Will writing
* Personalised funerals * Grief Counselling
* Pro bono funerals * Repatriation
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24-HOUR HELPLINE

Cher dedicated service team

127 Lavender Street
Singapore 338735

info@directfuneral.com.sg

+65 6555 11156
www.dlrectfuneral.com.sg
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6289-9988 or 6319-5192
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Muthu Rasandran (Raja)
(Former ST Aerospace)
Age: T1
Passed away ly on
2 June 2024, dearly missed
and remembered by loved ones.

ran
Shamini Rasandran
Satheswary Rasandran
Nanthini Rasandran
Fur-Son: Baileys R
Caregiver: Pa

c ’
Relatives lrn:l Friends.
Appa will be res at ma 920
Hougang Street 9
Singapore 53092&
He will embark on his final
on Tuesday 4 June Ngg{w

5.00pm for cremation at Mandai

Crematorium Hall 2 at 6.30pm.

GOVINDASAMY S/O
SINNIVASAN KERISNASAMY PBM, PBS

Retired General Secretary of the Singapore Union
of Broadcasting Employees (SUBE), Mediacorp

1944 - 2024
Passed away peacefully on 3 June 2024.
Dearly missed and fondly remembered by:
Wife
Govindasamy Rajeesvary

Daughters, Sons-in-law & Beloved Grandsons
Komathi, Nirmal & Nikhil
Revathi, Kumar, Keshav & Krishay

Neo Cheng Que
Age: 83

Passed away peacefully on 2 June 2024.

Dearly missed and fondly remembered by loved ones.

=

In Loving Memory Of
| Wife: Wong Lang Eng@Wong Kiew
Sons : Neo Gim Kiong Daughters-in-law : Chng Woei

Neo Gim Kian Hah Ching Yoong

Daughter : Neo Gim Huay Son-in-law : Marc Le Menestrel

Ranitha & Senthil Grandchildren : Neo Sze Min, Neo Yi Teng, Neo Sze Wei
TER. HAN Siblings 4 And all relatives and friends.
DPEEmed Eum lgf; Parvathy (late), Alamelu, Perumal, Ramasamy,

Mahaletchumi (late), Sini Ammal

Nieces and nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews
in-laws, relatives & friends.

i e bk il hoviivacred Wake is held at Singapore Casket, Level 2, Regency Hall, 131 Lavender Street, Singapore 338737.

In death remembered

Always remembered by
Wife & Children

Walke visitation hours:
3 June 2024 (Monday) to 5 June 2024 (Wednesday) from 10:30am to 10:30pm.

Cortege leaves on Thursday 6 June 2024 at 9:20 am
for Mandai Crematorium Hall 2 for cremation at 10:20am.

The family would like to express heartfelt gratitude to everj}mne
who showered him with love and kindness and kept him in ﬂ':err'

thoughts and prayers.
Wake is held at Singapore Casket Level 4, Crystal Hall,
131 Lavender Street, Singapore 338737.

Cortege leaves on Tuesday 4 June 2024 at 3.00pm for
cremation at Mandai Crematorium Hall 1 at 4.15pm.
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4 * 6th Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
! have kept the faith.,” 2 Timothy 4.7

34th Tﬁ!;ve:sary o

B. PANJALAI

Departed on 4th June 1990

Left suddenly on 4/6/90
- Love's Greatest Gift.
Deeply missed but never
forgotten by loving
husband P. Ramadas
& children.

PERISTHERESA NEE RODRIGUES THERESA
Age: 90
Was called home to be with the Lord on 2 June 2024.
Dearly missed by loved ones.
Husband: Cecil Martin Peris {deceased)
Son: Mathew Peris (deceased) Daughter-in-law: Jean
Daughter: Sabrina Son-in-law: Michael Hawken (deceased).
Grandchildren, Spouses, Great-Grandchildren,

Wu QiBin John
Returned to the Lord on 4 June 2018
“My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion forever. ”
Psalm 73:26

We think of you fondly, and miss you dearly.
Yet we continue to rejoice in God's work in your life.

Tan Irene (4th June 2004) &
Gwee Chin Chong Clement (29th Aug 2011)

"As is the earthy one, so also are those who are

CALL 6289 9988 FORBIG S T
VALUE-ADD ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS ClaSSlflEdS

cll relatives and friends.
Wake is held at Blk 5 Marine Terrace S{440005)
Nightly Services will be held at 8pm.
Cortége will leave on Thursday 6 June 2024 at
I 1.45am for funeral mass at church of the Holy Family
6 Chapel Rd 5(429508) and therealter for
Mandai crematorium Hall 3 for ::remﬁtl?n.,at 2. Eﬂpiﬂ.

WOODILANDS

MEMORIAL
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Funeral Service
Preplanning
DecldIng with No Pressure
One-stop Service
Funeral Package

Preplanning
Peace for the Departed
Peace for the Family

| Modern Funeral

earthy; and as is the heavenly one, so also ar
those who are heavenly. Just as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we will also bear the
image of the heavenly."
1 Corinthian_L5:48-49

Parlours
Sarene & Comforable
Private Family Room
Dedlcatad Buddhlst &
Christian Wake Halls
Capaclty. 30, 60, 120 or more

'/ of our lives and the memories endure. We miss you and look 4.

A

Aircon Comfort
‘Single Niche fr. 51,888
Double Niche fr. $2,888

Ancestral Tablet fr. $2,388

+ Your life, love, friendship, and ministry has touched many

forward to the joyous reunion of all when He comes again.

Love you always, Pa, Mum, Meimei, Porpor
and loved ones. :

Remembrance
Memorial
Memaorials and Anniversaries
Fallowship with Frlends & Familly
Prayer & Ritual (Gong Teck)

- Worshlp/Prayer Ceramon:
mf mr“mﬂ.:'“‘;“
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Early start not ideal but trainer Le Grange
knew talented 3YO would blossom one day

Michael Lee

If Ricardo Le Grange could help it,
Lover Boy would probably not
have waited until his seventh start
on June 1 to open his Kranji ac-
count.

Due to external factors beyond
his control, the South African
trainer had to cut corners, which
went against his better judgment.

The well-bred son of All Too
Hard was sent to the races in Au-
gust, six months after he landed in
his yard as a two-year-old in Febru-
ary 2023.

As a rule of thumb, that time
frame would usually be more than
adequate for unraced newcomers
to become race-ready. But, in this

case, Le Grange felt the gross geld-
ing still needed more time to fur-
nish out.

However, with the Oct 5 closure
suddenly cutting the runway shor-
ter, Le Grange had to fast-track his
prep.

Either way, Lover Boy did not
come cheap for Filipino owner
Sandy Javier. As an investment of
A%$160,000 (S5%$143,800) from the
Magic Millions Gold Coast 2YOs in
Training Sale in October 2022, he
was expected to yield some returns
sooner rather than later.

With only one third to show for
in six starts, doubts might have
surfaced, but Le Grange always
backed his risk management of
that horse.

“The proverbial penny has final-

ly dropped,” he said.

“He was a lovely colt when I
bought him, very correct. I thought
he'd do well here.

“I always knew he wasn’t a two-
year-old, though. He’s too soft-
boned and, anywhere else in the
world, we would have tipped him
out first.

“But he’s actually done good
work at home. It’s just that he was
very immature and has also been
unlucky with the draws.

“I have no doubt that the older he
gets, the better he’ll get”

Distance is the other factor that
Le Grange believes will bring out
the best in Lover Boy.

“We thought the 1,100m might be
too short, but everything went
well,” he said.

“From the way he finished off, I
have no doubt he can go over
1400m and even 1,600m - and
grass is no problem either”

The nippy pace left race-leader

STILL A BABY

He's too soft-boned
and, anywhere else in
the world, we would

have tipped him out
first.

7

RICARDO LE GRANGE, trainer (above),
on how he reluctantly launched Lover
Boy when the youngster still had
some growing out left.

Thunderstorm (Manoel Nunes) a
sitting duck for three backmarkers
in the home straight, with Lover
Boy (Bernardo Pinheiro) produc-
ing the better dash on the outside.

A brilliant first-up second at her
last start, Sacred Order (Ryan Cu-
ratolo) could not quite land the fi-
nal blow when she collared Thun-
derstorm, but boxed on well for
second, a neck away.

Wins Eight (Ruan Maia) also
joined the fray to pick up third
place, another nose away. The win-
ning time was lmin 05.69sec for
the ,L100m on Polytrack.

“I know this horse well as I
worked with him last time when
he was still a baby,” said Pinheiro.

“He’s a nice horse, but still raw.
Ricky has been very patient with
him, just kept working him.

“We knew it was a bit short to-
day, but we were still confident he
was in very good form.

“We were hoping there would be

Bernardo
Pinheiro
bringing Lover
Boy home with a
well-timed finish
in the Open
Maiden (1100m)
on June 1.

ST PHOTO:

SYAMIL SAPARI

plenty of speed and he would then
finish off very well.

“It worked out very well. He'll get
better over more ground.”

Lover Boy is the eighth winner
among a yard of 10 horses Javier
races with Le Grange, the two most
famous ones being dual Group
winners Bestseller and Ace Of Dia-
monds. The latter claimed the
Group 2 Singapore Guineas
(1,600m) on May 18.

“It’s always a pleasure to train
another winner for Sandy and Ka-
ren. I can’t thank them enough for
their wonderful support,” said Le
Grange.

“Lover Boy was among the few
left who had not won yet. There’s
only Tons Of Sand and Trusted
One left.

“Let’s hope they can also win at
least one race before we close
down.”

manyan@sph.com.sg
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For full list of race cards, scan QR code
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Melbourne starts at 12:30
Australia starts at 12:45

Japan starts at 13:30
South Africa starts at 18:15

France starts at 19:55
UK starts at 21:33

SINGAPORE
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MOOR SHINES

AGAIN WITH

PACIFIC GOLD

Kranji’s frequent flyer oddly quiet at the last
three meetings, but he is back with a win

Michael Lee

The double delight at the one-day
prelude had whetted Daniel Moor’s
appetite for more, but the Austra-
lian jockey was in the end left a lit-
tle hungry at his next Singapore
stints.

The David Kok-trained pair of
Pacific Gold and Pacific MV set the
tone at an early cameo on Group 3
Singapore Three-Year-Old Sprint
day on April 6, before his actual
five-month licence — his 10th and
last at a place he has called his sec-
ond home - kicked off on May L

While he rode as a freelancer like
any other Kranji-based jockey, the
strong support from the all-con-
quering Pacific Stable did not go
unnoticed.

With an arsenal of 23 horses at
his disposal, more fireworks were
expected from the new duo in
those final furlongs towards Oct 5.

But in three subsequent meet-
ings — including an umpteenth
whistle-stop, on EW Barker Tro-

phy day on April 21 — and 23 rides
(16 of them, Pacific), Moor surpris-
ingly fired blanks.

Lean spells are nothing new in
the life of a jockey, even when they
go against the grain.

Grabbing the bit between his

TICKET TO RIDE

I'm not the Pacific
Stable jockey by any
stretch, as I'm
freelance first and
foremost. | also get
good support from
outside.

79

DANIEL MOOR, jockey, correcting the
misconception he rides exclusively
for the powerful Malaysian owners.

teeth, the jockey from Warrnam-
bool, Victoria, was rewarded — af-
ter 30 rides since Pacific MV - with
a much-needed return to the win-
ners’ list on June L

“It’s taken a while to get going
this time. To be fair, I had reason-
able chances, but the wet weather
didn’t help,” said Moor.

“I know the horses better now
and I'm getting the usual support.
Hopefully, things pick up from now
on.

“I'm not the Pacific Stable jockey
by any stretch, as I'm freelance first
and foremost. I also get good sup-
port from outside.”

Nonetheless, that much-needed
fillip has yet again hailed from the
Malaysian outfit in the orange and
white braiding silks, in the
$50,000 Class 4 race (1,200m).

It was Moor’s first 2024 winner —
and 60th overall at Kranji — Pacific
Gold who actually turned ally
again.

Interestingly, the Kermadec five-
year-old turned villain at his last
start with Moor in a similar Class 4
event.

The Group I-winning jockey
blamed an ordinary getaway for
the defeat, but the gelding made
amends with a perfect start and,

The David Kok-trained Pacific Gold (Daniel Moor) returning to scales after he took
out the Class 4 race (1,200m) on June 1. ST PHOTO: SYAMIL SAPAR|

more importantly, a perfect finish
this time.

“He was naughty at his last start,
but he was much better today,” he
said.

“He also had the tongue tie on as
he had the tongue over the bit at
his last start.

“I would say he also liked the soft
track. All in all, it was a great win.”

The outlook did not look so great
for the $27 chance at the top of the
straight, though.

When Stop The Water swung for
home looking like he was barely
out of second gear, the issue looked
a foregone conclusion.

Jockey Bruno Queiroz’s cheeky
peek between the legs at the 350m
was an even more foreboding sign

for his nine rivals. With a lapful
under him, the Brazilian could af-
ford to check how far the rest were
before he pushed the button.

To Moor, he may have done it a
shade too early, though.

“The No. 4 (Stop The Water)
went too soon and drifted off”
said Moor.

As the Headwater three-year-
old wobbled out to the standside
the moment his rider released the
handbrakes, it opened up the field
like the parting of the Red Sea,
which Pacific Gold fully capital-
ised on.

Santino (Carlos Henrique) also
chimed in on the rail, but Pacific
Gold’s burst had more bite, as he
lifted late to finish in advance of
Santino with a 14-length to spare.

Stop The Water has yet again un-
der-delivered when he seemed to
be cantering upon straightening.
He took third another neck away.

The winning time was Imin
09.74sec for the 1,200m on the
short course.

Kok said his confidence grew
when the heavens opened.

When trained by Mitchell
Freedman (no relation to former
Kranji trainer-brothers Lee and
Michael Freedman) in Ballarat,
the gelding, then known as Rug-
giero, scored his only win on a
heavy track at Donald on Nov 13,
2022.

“I was confident he would run
well today, especially when it
rained. He won over a heavy track
in Australia” he said.

“He jumped funny at his last
start — Moor said he slipped - and
he also had the tongue over the
bit.”

“He’s come out of that last race
very well and has been working
good,” said Moor, who rides him in
trackwork and was happy with the
way he had come along.

“He managed to win today be-
cause the field was not strong.”

manyan@sph.com.sg

june 1 Singapore Turf Club stipendiary stewards’ report highlights

Jockey Woodworth cops six-month suspension

Jockey Benny Woodworth has
been suspended six months for his
ride on the Jason Ong-trained Sil-
ver Dragon at the May 25 meeting,
where the $58 chance finished
sixth in the Class 51,200m race.

At an inquiry on May 29, Wood-
worth was found guilty of failing to
ride to the satisfaction of the stew-
ards.

From near the 350m until near
the 250m, he failed to ride with
sufficient vigour and determina-
tion to improve Silver Dragon into a
run between Ben Wade and Cheval
Magnifique.

This resulted in him being disap-
pointed for a run between the two
horses near the 250m, where Che-
val Magnifique shifted in slightly,
and having to shift Silver Dragon
out and then being held up passing
the 100m.

In the final 100m, he failed to
shift Silver Dragon inwards into
clear running to the inside of Che-
val Magnifique when there was an
opportunity to do so.

His sentence took effect from
June 2 but Woodworth has ap-
pealed against the severity of the
sentence. His application for a stay
of sentence was unsuccessful.

At the June 1 meeting, jockey Ma-
noel Nunes was among six riders
hauled up for careless riding. The
others were Carlos Henrique, who
got two days, and Luis Corrales,
Krisna Thangamani, Vitor Espin-
dola, and Ryan Curatolo who were
all outed for one day each, and will
miss the June 9 meeting.

Nunes had his one-day ban com-
muted to a $7,500 fine, given he
has been booked to ride at the June
9 meeting. Henrique is also en-

Benny Woodworth has appealed
against the severity of the six-month
ban. ST PHOTO: SHAHRIYA YAHAYA

gaged to ride on June 9, but will
miss two meetings on June 16 and
22,

The stewards charged Nunes for
allowing Thunderstorm (4th/$70)
to shift in near the 800m in Race 2,
when insufficiently clear of Sacred
Order, resulting in that runner hav-
ing to be steadied off Thunder-
storm’s heels. Lover Boy, who was
following, had to be steadied.

In Race 8, Henrique allowed Gun
(7th/$99) to shift in near the
1,J00m when insufficiently clear of
Tantheman, resulting in that run-
ner being taken across the running
of Fadaboy (last/$43), who had to
be checked and clipped heels.

In Race 3, Corrales did not make
sufficient effort to prevent Com-
bustion (Ist/$49) from shifting in
near the 1,200m, thereby crossing
into the running of Shihab, result-

ing in that horse having to be stea-
died off his heels.

Krisna was charged for allowing
Nimbus Star (6th/$9) in Race 4 to
shift out near the 200m when in-
sufficiently clear of Buuraq Sixty-
One (7th/$59), who was checked.

In the following race, Espindola
allowed Dimesso (5th/$258) to
shift in near the 300m when insuf-
ficiently clear of Angel Baby, re-
sulting in that runner having to be
checked.

In Race 9, Curatolo allowed IHus-
trious (2nd/$26) to shift in after
the 900m when insufficiently
clear of Renzo, resulting in that
runner having to be checked.

Other highlights:

RACE
QARAAT (6th/%71)
The horse bled.

RACE 3
MY DETERMINATION (7th/
$20)
My Determination (Bruno Quei-
roz) shifted out on jumping.
Near the 100m, he was crowded
between Forest Gold (last/$25),
who was laying in, and Contarelli
(6th/$53), who shifted out to im-
prove and made contact with My
Determination.

RACES

HAPPY FRIDAY (1st/$36)

When questioned about Happy
Friday’s seemingly improved per-
formance, trainer Richard Lim
could offer no tangible explana-
tion other than the gelding began
well, had been freshened up since
his last start and was suited by the
tempo.

RACE 9

PACIFIC MV (last/$16)

A short distance after the start,
Pacific MV (Daniel Moor) started
to buck after his saddle shifted
back and was eased out of the
race.

june 4 South Africa (Vaal) form analysis

Time to show your allegiance to One Party

RACE1(1,000M)

(1) GOLD AGENT has the form and
experience and would not be win-
ning out of turn. She could, howewv-
er, have to settle for second once
more with youngster (12) SEVEN-
TEEN AGAIN expected to build on
the promise of her course-and-dis-
tance debut.

(9) BELLISSIVAR and (2) GOLD-
EN ARGO also appeal.

RACE 2 (1,200M)

(1) ONE PARTY caught the eye
when finishing third on debut in
open company and, with the bene-
fit of that experience, is likely to

improve to fight out the finish.
(15) TAKE YOUR PLACE and (6)
INTRO can pose a threat.

Watch the betting on newcomers
(3) BASKED IN GLORY, (12)
QUELLO CHE and (7) KOMATI
RIVER.

RACE 3 (1,200M)

(16) VALIEVA has form credentials
and could upstage her male rivals
in receipt of a weight allowance.
(3) CHILI BOMB, (6) FLIGHT EN-
GINEER, (10) MILAN’S WORLD
and (12) SEA WOLF have attrac-
tive pedigrees and are worth keep-
ing an eye on.

RACE 4 (1,000M)

(5) WHAT A LUCY has been
threatening to exit the maidens
and could get it right in her peak
outing after finishing third and
second in two comeback appear-
ances.

Younger rival (14) GREEN LIGHT-
NING receives 2.5kg and is likely to
put up a fight. Looks a strong each-
way chance.

(6) TOGETHER AGAIN is closely
matched with the latter on recent
form, so ought to be competitive.
Newcomer (13) TIGER STORM
must be respected if attracting be-

tting support.

RACE 5 (1,000M)

(2) QUICK TRIP has thrived since
relocating to the Highveld and
should remain competitive under a
three-point penalty for her last-
start victory over this trip.

(5) STORMY SEAS earned a five-
point penalty for his recent course-
and-distance success but should
also acquit himself competitively.
(6) NKANDLA GOLD and (7)
KINSHIN SHA are better off at the
weights with those rivals, so are
likely to pose more of a threat.

RACE 6 (1,600M)
(1) MOCHA FRAPPE has scope to

improve and could bounce back
from a disappointing last start with
the blinkers removed.

(10) VOLTE FACE and (3) LEE-
SON should not be underestimat-
ed.

(5) PUTINS PROMISE, (6) VIVA
DE JANEIRO and (9) LAUGHING
WILLIAM have claims after en-
couraging recent outings, but it
could pay to side with (1) EIGER
SANCTION, who returned to form
with an improved effort at this lev-
el last time off a higher mark.

RACE 7 (1,400M)

(1) PAISLEY PARK got his career
back on track when he stayed on
for third over 1,200m last time and
the extra 200m will be more to his
liking.

(9) FULLY LOADED has defied a
penalty in each of his last three
starts and completed the hat-trick
over 1,500m on this course 13

weeks ago. He returns off a three-
point higher mark but is open to
further progress on his reappear-
ance.

(6) TSAR BOMBA and (7) EMPO-
RIUM are capable sorts with scope
to improve and should not be writ-
ten off after their unplaced recent
outings.

RACE 8 (1,200M)

(9) WALLED GARDEN and (1)
RAINING RUBIES are distance-
suited and in good form. Both
should play leading roles.

(1) MUNCHKIN has a good record
at this level of the handicap and is
likely to be competitive, given the
strength and consistency of his re-
cent form.

(13) CITYSCAPE and (15) DANC-
ING DORA have maintained their
form in this grade recently and
should not be far off the mark ei-
ther.

4-6-24 TUESDAY - SOUTH AFRICA (VAAL) RACE CARD

Race 1 6:15PM (R75,000) MDWF —-1000m 18 7466 Blue Velvet 60 [12] Reserve 2 00% C Spies 2%
1 235223 Gold Agent 60 [10] SVallalo (15 500% PFMatchett  69%
2 777357 Golden fArgo B0 [3] TLukhele 148% C | Jonker i, Race 3  T:25PM (R90,000) _MJPM - 1200m
3 895800 Centrefold 60 [7] AFen 35.3% B Webber itk 1 & Antonio Gaudi 60 [18] P Mxoli 9% R Klaasen 12.5%
4 966589 Perini Palace 60 [B] |Lukhele 6.3% JAVisser 19w 2 Bacchus 60 [17] S Khumalo 15.3% F P Habib 126%
6 009826 H's Up To Me 60 [11] N Jobose 0.0% JAVisser 19% 3 Chili Bomb 60 [!] Glerena a6% P F Matchett 17
[ 9 Magic Bank 60 [1] V Sithetho 0.0% B H Stidolph 134% 4 5 Cockey Walk 60 [3] MVrensburg 9.3% C Spies 15
T 00 Queen's Express 60 [5] S Mishikitshiki 50.0% JA Visser 19% § Destiny Fulfilled 680 [12) MK Katjedi 44% F P Hahib 126%
8 o Ritirata 60 [T] SDwayana 0.0% J S Roux E5e B Flight Engineer 60 [6] P Sirydom 160% AP Peter 216%
9 80264 Bellissivar §7 |4 CMabaya 19.2% AP Peter 6 T Grand Oasis 60 [13] K Matsunyane 10.7% R Klaasen 120%
10 588 Ethensbeaut 57 EL G Dadamasi  53% FBronkhorst  69% 8 HatTrick OrTreat 60 (8] DDe Gouvela 9.3% PP Llabuschagne 4.2%
11 88 Jadese ST |1 T Neume 0.0% F Bronkhorst B3 9 45 Howazit Boet 60 1EI| C Maujean 62% F Bronkhorst 6.5%
12 2 Seventeen Again 57 [9] S Mkhumbuzi 36% F P Habib 126% 10 Milan's World 60 |14} C Zackey 114% 5 G Tamy 13.2%
11 Guevano 60 [15] M Yenl 124% J A Soma 18%
Race 2  6:50PM  (R90,000) MJPF — 1200m 12 Sea Woit 60 [9) CHabib 12.1% AP Peter 216%
1 Amanatto 60 [15] C Zackey 114% S G Tamy 132% 13 Skitties Skies 60 [5] KABrewer 9.1% P PLabuschagne 42%
2 i ke 60 [2] J Gates 45% AP Peter 216% 14 553 Spy Story 60 |7] AMgudiwa 84% S J Gray 55%
3 Basked In Glory 80 [8] Glerena WE% S T Petti 3. 16 7456 Shalwart 60 (4] JPenny 51 P F Matchett 8.5%
4 T Blanche 80 [17] S Khumalo 15.3% F P Habi 126% 16525224 Valieva 57.5 [11] R Danielson 95% F Bronkhorst 6.0%
5 454 Gaelic Dancer 60 3% K Matsunyane  107% R Klaasen 2o 17 ! Potbemie 60 |16] Reserve 1 00% 5 J Gray 50%
6 255245 Infro 60 [13] AMgudhwa 84% S J Gray s 18 9 Beyond The Horizon 60 [1] Reserve 2 00% P F Matchett 0%
T Komati River 60 [10] C Habib 121% AP Peter 21 6%
8 Kuramthi B0 [7] S Sosibo 6% STPettigrew 103 Race 4  8:00PM  (R90,000) MDNM — 1000m
9 Miss Lia 60 [18] P Muxoli 1.2% P F Maichett B9% 1 648667 Hat Man 60 [12] P Mxoki 92% P F Malchet 8.0%
10 T My Gal Viv 60 |[6] JPenny 5% J5 Roux B5% 2 400064 Pacific 60 [11] AMgudiwa 84% S J Gray 58
11 3 One Parly 60 [11] C Maujean §.2% F Bronkhorst f%% 3 80088 Ringho 60 |10} R Danelson  95% C|Jonker 4%
12 @uello Che 60 (3] MK Kaljedi 44% C Spies 72 4 609330 Siver Seven 60 |13} J Penny 1% C | Jonker 40%
13 574465 Radiant Heat 60 [168] MVrensburg 9.3% C Spies T2 & 5237 What A Lucy 515 [J] C Zackey 114% M N Houdalakis 146%
14 Springsteen 60 L} P Strydom 16.0% B Crawford 127% 6 0843353 Together Again 575 |8] C Maujean 62% F Bronkhorst ~ 6.0%
15 #3644 Take Your Place 60 ] J R Syster 126% S J Gray 59% T 467577 Paradise Rower 87.5 2[ J Gales 45% J Borman fi%
16 Todogque 60 [14] M Yeni 124% P F Maichett B, 8 86 Carlagena 57.5 |T] JR 3yster 126% HEAdamson 11.0%
17 Sienna Roe 60 |5 Reserve1 00% J S Roux 5% 9 86 Toolegittoquit 57.5 [9) S Soslbo f6% J 5 Roux 65%

10 7 Global Zee 57 [B] KABrewer
11 5 Johnny Appleseed &7 (5] C Habib

12 7963 Prince Of Miracles 57 (1] MYeni

13 Tiger Storm 57 [4] SHKhumalo
14 32 Green Lightning 54.5 [14] M K Katjed|
Race 5 8:35PM  (R92,500)

1 211209 Yor Park 60 [8] D De Gouvela
2 552121 Quick Trip 88 2] KMs

3 352218 Bob 58.5 4] JGates

4 740120 Longsword 58 (9] Glerena

§ 416461 Stormy Seas 88 [7| R Danielson
6 951154 Nkandla Gold 57.6 [10] N Nastii 40
T 502233 Kinshin Sha 565 |5] C Zackey

8 971207 Prized Platinum §6 [3] KABrewer
9 154528 In The Ether 545 [6] P Mxali

10 404088 Herecomestherain 52 1] JPenny
Race 6 9-10PM  (R80,000)

1 44517 Mocha Frappe 60 (4] KABrewer
2 576621 Sacambaya 60 {2] KMatsunyane
3 902338 Leeson 60 [13] C Zacke

4 967075 Clarkson 89.5 |7] M V'rensburg
& TB3612 Pulins Promise 58.5 [11) S Khumalo
6 531271 Viva De Janeiro 59 3‘ C Maujean

T 751079 Guardia Regine 58.5 (5] P Muxoli

8 453592 Avoontoast 58.5 [14] P Strydom

9 482304 Loughing William  58.5 [1Z] G Lerena

10 371918 Yolte Face 58.5 11] J R Syster
11 462604 Eiger Sanction 58 |6] AMgudiwa
12 600198 Future Afica 58 EI-] C Habib

13 704567 Archimides 58 8] M Yeni

8.1% PP Labuschagne 42%

124% PP Labuschagne 42%

14 160090 Parker Getrix

12.1% AP Peler 216%
124% F Bronkhorst 3 Race 7 9:55PM
15.3% F P Habib 126% 1 083483 Paisley Park
44% C Spies 72% 2 13589 Loguna Yerde
3 493714 Wyzeact
MRB4 —1000m 4 370009 Duke Of Sussex
83% G J Maroun B8% § 520905 Another Level
10.7% B Crawford 127 6 426138 Tsar Bomba
45% AP Peler 216% T 174370 Emporium
6% 5 G Tamy 132% B 634852 Brave Viking
85% R R Magner 8™ 9 322111 Rilly Loaded
50% B Webber 8% 10 773173 King's Express
114% MN Houdalakis 146%
41% C Binda 130% Race 8 10:28PM
82% G J Maroun A% 1 334212 Munchkin
57% P F Matchett 89% 2 063210 Phala Milions
3 461690 Sall The Sky
MR74 - 1600m 4 300376 Lulu's Boy
81% AG Laird 1752 § 6199 Coppola
10.7% B Crawford 127 6 218728 Sakhala ls'cathulo
114% C J Lensley 1% T 105496 Priceless
03% RR Sage 135% 8 947610 Knockemstiff
15.3% J S Roux f5% 9 170743 Walled Garden
£2% F Bronkhorst 69% 10007792 After Hours

82% R Klaasen 120% 11 960132 Raining Rubies
16.0% J A Soma af% 12 712206 Circus Lights
206% C Dawson 132% 13 522546 Cityscape
126% HVan Der Westh 83% 14 884050 Mescal

B4% 5 J Gray 58% 15387235 Dancing Dora
121% AP Peler 6% 16 543343 Samoa

17 651528 Duke Of Rock

57 [10] R Danielson 35% C | Jonker 40%
(R110,000) MR96 - 1400m
61.5 [3] P Strydom 16.0% S G Tamy 132%
60.5 |5] C Zackey 114% M N Heudalakis 146%
60 {1&] MVrensburg  9.3% C Spies 12%
60 [4] R Danielson 95% M N Houdalakis 146%
88 [9] C Maujean 62% C Dawson 132%
88 |8 G lLerena 20.6% JJVan Vuuren 167%
§7 [6] P Muxoli 52% P F Matchett B9%
85.5 [2] M Yeni 124% JA Soma 0.8%
55.5 [T S Khumalo 15.3% F P Habib 126%
54.5 [1] KMatsunyane 10.7% F P Habib 126%
(R80,000) MR74 - 1200m
61.5 [12] C Zackey 11.4% M N Houdalakis 148%
60.5 [14] N Mastili 40y  50% B Webber 8%
60.5 [13] R Danielson  9.5% C | Jonker 40%
60.5 [16] P Strydom 16.0% J S Roux B5%
60 [B] JGreyling 7.%% M Khan 10.3%
69.5 [3] C Habib 121% C Binda 130%
69.5 [5| MK Katjedi 44% B Crawford 127%
68.5 [17] M V'rensburg  9.3% C Spies 2%
§7.5 [15] M Yeni 124% J A Soma 98%
8T [9] AMgudiwa 84% S .J Gray 59%
57 [4] JR Sysler 126% HVan Der Westh B83%
86.5 [6] P Mxoli 32% G.J Maroun BA%
56.5 1% K Matsunyane - 10.7% B Crawford 1271%
56 [10] KABrewer 9.1% F Bronkhorst 6%%
54 [11] C Maujean 62% F Bronkhorst 6.%%
84 [7] SKhumalo 15.3% BH Stidolph  134%
62 [2] Reserve1 0.0°%: FP Habib 126%
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US Women’s Open 2024

SASO

SEALS

UNIQUE

DOUBLE

First Filipina to win US Women’s Open
becomes the first from Japan to do so

WASHINGTON - Yuka Saso has
brought golfing glory to two differ-
ent nations.

In 2021, when she won her first
Major title, it marked the first time
a woman from the Philippines won
the US Women’s Open. Three years
later, Saso has switched her sport-
ing nationality to Japan — she has
one parent from each country —
and on June 2 became the first
player flying the Japanese flag to
win the championship.

She shot a two-under 68 in her
final round to capture her second
US Women'’s Open on June 2 at Lan-
caster Country Club in Pennsylva-
nia.

“I think winning in 2021, I repre-
sented the Philippines (and) I feel
like I was able to give back to my
mum,” she said at her trophy pre-
sentation. “This year, I was able to
represent Japan, and I think I was
able to give back to my dad. I'm ve-
ry happy that [ was able to do it”

Saso was one of just two players
to finish the week under par. She
started the day three off the pace
but used four birdies in a five-hole
stretch on the back nine to separate
from the pack and total four-under
276 for a three-stroke win.

The 22-year-old experienced a
three-year title drought of any
kind, Major or not, since her first US
Women’s Open.

“I think it just makes it special be-
cause after a long wait, and [ wasn’t
expecting to win the US Women’s

Open, last time, too, I wasn't ex-
pecting it, and this time, too, I
wasn’t expecting it Saso said. “I
think that’s why it made me a bit
emotional.

“Winning just makes you look
back in all the things that your fam-
ily and your team and my sponsors,
they supported me throughout
good or bad.”

The three 54-hole co-leaders
were Minjee Lee of Australia,
American Andrea Lee and Wicha-
nee Meechai of Thailand at five un-
der. All three dropped down the
leaderboard as they battled the dif-
ficult scoring conditions.

Saso swept in a 20-foot birdie
putt at the par-four second hole be-
fore her biggest hiccup, a four-putt
double bogey at the par-three sixth.
She trailed Minjee Lee by two when
she reached the par-three 12th and
made the first of two consecutive
birdies.

After another birdie at No. 15 gave
her a two-shot cushion, Saso drove
the green at the 232-yard par-four
16th and two-putted for birdie. She
made bogey from 314 feet at No. 17
before hitting a chip onto the 18th
green that finished less than two
feet away to set up a clinching par.

“I chipped from the front yester-
day, too, and I left it more than 10
feet,” Saso said, “and I just told my-
self, be aggressive and not to be
short 10 feet, and I'm glad that [ was
able to do it”

Hinako Shibuno fired a 72 to
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Japan’'s Yuka Saso celebrating on the 18th green in the final round of the US Women’s Open in Lancaster, Pennsylvania on
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June 2. She parred the last hole to beat compatriot Hinako Shibuno by three shots. PHOTO: AFP

make it a one-two finish for Japan,
ending the week one under.

Andrea Lee bogeyed her final two
holes to card a 75, falling to a tie for
third at even par.

“It was tough out there,” said the
25-year-old, who made a double
bogey, four bogeys and one birdie.
“Obviously didnt have my best
right from the start. | was pretty
nervous, but yeah, just didn’t have

oreat shots out there. I had a couple
of drives that really cost me, espe-
cially the double on four”

Compatriot Ally Ewing joined
Andrea Lee in third place as she
tied the round of the day with a bo-
oey-free 66. Thailand’s Arpichaya
Yubol posted a 69 to take fifth at
One over.

Wichanee, who shot in the 60s
for three straight days, posted a 77

to drop to two over and a tie for
sixth with Ayaka Furue of Japan

(68) and Atthaya Thitikul of Thai-

land (68).

The 2022 winner Minjee Lee
(78), who was tied for ninth at three

over, said: “I started good. Felt like 1
hit it pretty good, just missed a cou-
ple putts for birdie early and then I
kind of blew up from there”

REUTERS, AFP

MaclIntyre bags first tour
title, earns US Open place

HAMILTON - Robert Maclntyre’s
first victory on the PGA Tour will be
memorable for countless reasons.

His father was there every step of
the way in the Canadian Open as a
fill-in caddie.

“That’s the guy that taught me
the game of golf” Maclntyre said.
“He was trying to tell me to stay fo-
cused, swing smooth.”

They could celebrate together af-

ter the Scottish golfer shot two-un-
der 68 on June 2 for a one-stroke
tournament victory at Hamilton
Golf & Country Club in Ontario.
MacIntyre, a left-hander who
earned his PGA Tour card via the
DP World Tour Race to Dubai rank-
ings, finished at 16-under 264. That
was one stroke better than Ben
Griffin, who shot a bogey-free 65.
Dougie MacIntyre did his part as

the caddie.

“I'm speechless,” the younger Ma-
cIntyre said. “That’s everything for
me and my family. To have him on
the bag, 'm crying with joy, but I'm
laughing because | didn't think it
was possible.”

Now, MacIntyre has a spot in the
US Open in less than two weeks. He
is full of gratitude.

“The whole support I've had from

Scotland, (for) me and my family,”
he said. “I honestly can’t believe
this.”

When the 27-year-old made the
turn, he held a four-stroke lead
with six golfers sharing second
place. But the tournament had
been far from decided, not to men-
tion Maclntyre’s apparent irritation
because of noise stemming from a
drone.

Griffin, who was also vying for
his first PGA win, had a late rally
with three straight birdies, but was
unable to sink a birdie putt from the
fringe on the last hole.

“I fought hard,” said the Ameri-
can. “It felt like there was a lid on
the cup for most of the day for me. 1
hit so many pretty good putts.”

Griffin, who was part of a group
tied for second place entering the

round, had a strange day, with a bir-
die on the par-four third hole after
his tee shot settled on the seventh
fairway. He also made a birdie putt
on the 16th green from nearly 40
feet.

“(MacIntyre) was kind of scram-
bling a lot down the stretch and I
looked at it as an opportunity to
kind of make a charge and it was a
ton of fun and wouldn't trade it for
anything” Griffin said. “Even
though I finished second, tons of
positives from this week and game
feels good””

Third-place finisher Victor Perez
of France shot a bogey-free 64 fora
266 total, capped by a birdie putt
on the final hole. South Korea'’s Tom
Kim and Northern Ireland’s Rory
Mcllroy made charges with 64s to
share fourth place on 267. REUTERS

SportsWorld

Emery wins ASG long
jump, misses mark

Victoria Junior College’s
Conrad Emery was just Icm
behind the national long
jump record with his
gold-winning effort of 7.61Im
at the Asean Schools Games
(ASG) in Da Nang, Vietnam,
on June 3.

The 18-year-old
Singaporean, who beat
Vietnam's Pham Xuan Tien
(7.24m) and Malaysia’s
Adam Haqimi Azrail
(6.98m) to the title, has
been inching closer to the
7.62m mark set by Matthew
Goh at the 2009 SEA
Games.

At the National School
Games in April, he
registered 7.36m to break
the A Division boys’ record.
Over 100 student athletes
from 24 schools are
representing Singapore at
the ASG from May 31to
June 9 in four sports -
athletics, badminton,
basketball and swimming.

Tributes for Burrow,
who dies at 41

LONDON - Former England
and Leeds Rhinos rugby
league player Rob Burrow,
who was diagnosed with
motor neurone disease in
2019, has died aged 41, the
Super League club said on
June 2.

Britain’s Prince William
and Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak were among those
who paid tribute to Burrow,
who played for Leeds
between 2001 and 2017 and
won eight Super League
titles. REUTERS

Scalvini out of Euro
with knee injury

ROME - Atalanta defender
Giorgio Scalvini is out of
Italy’s European
Championship title defence
with a knee ligament tear,
its football federation
confirmed on June 2.

The 20-year-old will sit
out the tournament after
being injured during
Atalanta’s loss to Fiorentina
on June 2, the final match
of the Serie A season. AFP

Venezia back in Serie
A after play-off win

ROME - Venezia were
promoted to Serie A on
June 2 following a 1-0 home
win over Cremonese in the
second leg of their play-off
final. After the 0-0 first
game on May 30, Christian
Gytkjaer’s strike earned
Venezia victory.

In Spain, Leganes
returned to La Liga for the
first time since 2020 after
beating Elche 2-0 on June 2
to win Spain’s second
division. REUTERS, AFP

Duplantis wins at home but misses world record again

STOCKHOLM - Sweden’s Armand
Duplantis failed in another at-
tempt to break his own pole vault
world record but continued to im-
press ahead of the Paris Olympics
at the Diamond League meet at
Stockholm’s Olympic Stadium on
June 2.

The Olympic and world cham-
pion broke his record for the eighth
time with a vault of 6.24 metres in
April, and after easing to victory
with his first attempt at 6.00m on
June 2, he had the home crowd be-
hind him as he attempted to go
even better.

The 24-year-old came bitterly
close, but was unable to clear
6.25m in his three attempts. Two-
time world champion American
Sam Kendricks was second with
5.90m.

Femke Bol made a winning re-
turn to action as she contested her
first outdoor race of 2024, and the
Dutch world champion had little

trouble winning the women’s
400m hurdles in 53.07 seconds.

“It was really fun, Stockholm is
really a wonderful place and espe-
cially if I can run during Mondo’s
world-record attempts, then the
crowd is really amazing,” Bol said.

Brazil's Alison dos Santos
cruised to victory in the men’s
400m hurdles, way ahead of world
silver medallist Kyron McMaster
(48.05sec) of the British Virgin Is-
lands.

Dos Santos, who beat Norway’s
Olympic and world champion Kar-
sten Warholm in Oslo on May 30
with a 46.63sec effort, could afford
to run a slower time of 47.0lsec as
he eased to the line having explod-
ed down the back straight.

“When I compare these last two
races in Oslo and Stockholm, I
would say that the biggest differ-
ence is the feeling you have at
these stadiums,.” dos Santos said.
“Here, I feel like I am home, every-

Sweden’s Armand Duplantis competing in the pole vault at the Stockholm
Diamond League on June 2. He won with a 6.00m effort but failed to clear a
world-record 6.25m in three attempts. PHOTO: REUTERS

body is like screaming for me. In
Norway, | know that they cheer for
Warholm. So that is kind of a differ-
ence between these two.”

British Olympic silver medallist
Laura Muir strolled to a win in the
women'’s 1,500m in 3min 57.99sec.
She made her move on the final
bend and pulled away down the
home straight.

Kenya’s Edinah Jebitok was sec-
ond with a personal best of 3:58.88
ahead of Australian Georgia Grif-
fith (3:59.17).

On June 3, World Athletics
launched a new season-ending
three-day global championship
starting in 2026 in Budapest to fill
the gap between the Olympics and
world championships.

The World Athletics Ultimate
Championship will take place ev-
ery two years and aims to attract
the biggest names in track and
field from Sept 1113, 2026.

Gold medallists are set to receive

US$150,000 (S5%203,000) each
from a prize pool of US$10 million,
the largest prize pot in the sport’s
history.

Meanwhile, Commonwealth
Games champion Jess Stenson, 36,
was named in Australia’s Paris
marathon team on June 3 at the ex-
pense of four-time Olympian Lisa
Weightman after an ugly selection
row.

Weightman, 45, was bidding to
become the first Australian track
and field athlete to compete at five
Olympics and qualified third-fas-
test behind Sinead Diver, 47, and
Genevieve Gregson, 34, for the
three-member women’s team.

But with six runners all under
the qualifying time, selectors opt-
ed for Stenson, the Birmingham
2022 champion who is on the co-
meback trail after giving birth.

Weightman, who was told about
the decision in May, appealed to
the National Sports Tribunal. The
tribunal recommended Athletics
Australia appoint an independent
committee to reconsider their se-
lection, but the governing body de-
clined to do so. REUTERS, AFP
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Australia’'s Alex de Minaur hitting a backhand against world No. 5 Daniil Medvedev of Russia on Court Suzanne-Lenglen on June 3. The Tith seed recorded his maiden win against a top-five opponent at a Grand
Slam tournament to reach the French Open quarter-finals for the first time. This matches his deepest run at a Major, having made the last eight of the 2020 US Open. PHOTO: REUTERS

French Open 2024

DEMON TERRORISES

MEDVEDEYV IN UPSET

De Minaur makes breakthrough to ensure
world No. 5 is highest singles seed to fall

PARIS - Alex de Minaur broke a 20-
year Australian hoodoo at the
French Open on June 3, as the 1ith
seed battled from a set down to
stun fifth seed Daniil Medvedev
4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-3 and advance to his
first Roland Garros quarter-final.

De Minaur became the first man
from his nation to reach the last
eight at the clay-court Grand Slam
since Lleyton Hewitt in 2004, with
the victory on Court Suzanne-Len-
glen seemingly aided by Medve-
dev’s mid-match blip due to a foot
problem.

The 25-year-old nicknamed “De-
mon” said: “I didn't expect to be in
the quarter-finals here, I didn’t play
very well on the clay the past few
years.

“Against Daniil it’s always very
tactical, we both defend well, but

I'm so happy to have won today”
Medvedev, who reached the
quarter-finals in 2021, had lost only
twice in eight previous meetings
with de Minaur. And the Russian
drew first blood with a break in the
third game but was pushed hard in
the next before extending his lead.
De Minaur drew loud cheers
from the crowd as he retrieved
shots relentlessly to mount a late
comeback attempt from there but
Medvedev wrapped up the open-
ing set with little fuss to briefly
dampen his opponent’s spirits.
Medvedev shrugged off a string
of superb winners from de Minaur
at the start of the second set but
surrendered it tamely with an un-
forced error after taking a medical
timeout for blisters on his foot.
With the momentum shifting, de

Minaur blazed to a 5-1lead en route
to winning the third set, before he
traded breaks with Medvedev early
in the fourth and pulled away
shortly after for a famous win.

This matches de Minaur’s deep-
est run at a Major, having made the
US Open quarter-finals in 2020.

World No. 5 Medvedev is the
highest singles seed to fall at this
year'’s tournament.

In the women’s draw, world No. 4
Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan
sent out a warning to her fellow ti-
tle contenders as she eased to a
6-4, 6-3 victory over Elina Svitoli-
na on June 3 to reach her second
French Open quarter-final.

After a sluggish start with both
players dropping serve, Russian-
born Rybakina raised her level and
cruised through the first set.

In the second set, Svitolina was
no match again for Rybakina as the
19th-ranked Ukrainian showed
signs of fatigue from the start and
lacked precision under the long-

awaited sun after a wet first week
on the Paris red clay.

Rybakina said she would need to
be more consistent when she plays
15th-ranked Italian Jasmine Paoli-
ni, who reached the last eight of a
Grand Slam for the first time.

“It’s all about focus now, the
matches are getting tougher, the
opening also, so I think it’s a lot
about the consistency, not having
so many ups and downs,” she said.

Svitolina was unable to trouble
the 2022 Wimbledon champion.

“I missed my chance, but she’s a
great player. It’s always tricky be-
cause you feel like you're so close,
but at the same time so far,” the 29-
year-old said.

Rybakina withdrew from the
French Open in 2023 before her
third-round match because of ill-
ness.

This season, after winning titles
in Brisbane, Abu Dhabi and Stutt-
gart, Rybakina pulled out of the
Italian Open due to health issues.

Rybakina is the only player to
beat Iga Swiatek on clay this year,
defeating the world No. 1 and
three-time French Open champion
on her way to the Stuttgart title in

April.

Later, Aryna Sabalenka powered
into a seventh consecutive Grand
Slam quarter-final with an impres-
sive 6-2, 6-3 victory over American
22nd seed Emma Navarro in 69
minutes.

Two-time  Australian Open
champion Sabalenka belted 36
winners past an overmatched Na-

varro to avenge her defeat by the

23-year-old at Indian Wells in
March.

The second seed, a semi-finalist
in Paris in 2023, will take on Mirra

Andreeva for a place in the last

four. The 17-year-old Russian oust-
ed France’s Varvara Gracheva.

“It sounds crazy to me, to be hon-
est, and I'm super happy that I was
able to bring this consistency on
the Grand Slams,” said Sabalenka.

“That’s really amazing. I just,

yeah, it’s motivating me a lot to

keep pushing myself a lot and to
see where is the limit.”

Her victory over Navarro means
the top five women’s seeds are
through to the last eight at Roland
Garros for only the third time in
three decades. The other two occa-
sions were in 1996 and 2013.
REUTERS, AFP

FRENCH OPEN
Day 10: Singtel TV Chl27 & StarHub
Ch2M, 4.50pm

Dimitrov
In g-finals
on l4th
attempt

PARIS - Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz
made an unusual request to his
opponent Grigor Dimitrov to
change the chair umpire during a
straight-set loss in the last 16 of
the French Open on June 2.

Hurkacz approached Dimitrov
at a changeover in the third set
with the Bulgarian about to serve
at 5-6, asking him if he wanted to
replace Alison Hughes.

Seemingly unhappy over a line
call, eighth seed Hurkacz had
called multiple times for the su-
pervisor before suggesting to Di-
mitrov they get a new umpire.

No change was made and Dimi-
trov held serve before winning
the tiebreak to advance 7-6 (7-5),
6-4, 7-6 (7-3), reaching his first
Roland Garros quarter-final at the
l4th attempt.

Hurkacz downplayed the inci-
dent after the match, insisting it
was “all good”.

“It’s clay court, so it’'s some-
times difficult when the balls are
really close... just it’s really close
from time to time,” the world No.
8 said. “Definitely some of the
calls you wish they are different
way, but it’s just the way it is, and
you gotta accept the things”

Dimitrov defended Hurkacz
and maintained the exchange was
not a big deal.

“I think the thing is we all can
say very difficult things in the
heat of a moment. I'm sure wha-
tever he said, it was not meantina
bad way,” said the 33-year-old.
“Also, the umpires, they’re trying
their best. It’s a tricky business
out there when the ball gets so
close to the line.”

Next up for Dimitrov is second
seed Jannik Sinner on June 4. The
Italian shook off a sluggish start
and blazed into the quarter-finals
on June 2 with a 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-1
victory over local hope Corentin
Moutet.

Australian Open champion Sin-
ner was in a spot of bother in front
of partisan fans on Court Phi-
lippe-Chatrier as the off-colour
22-year-old went 5-0 down in 23
minutes, but he managed to get
on the board.

“It was very tough for me. I
think he played very well in the
first set,” said Sinner.

“He plays differently to most of
my opponents, so it was tough for
me. He is also a lefty. You don't
play so many times against left-
handers, so I'm happy to be in the
next round.”

Another intriguing June 4 quar-
ter-final pits world No. 3 and two-
time Grand Slam champion Car-
los Alcaraz against Stefanos Tsit-
sipas, a two-time Major finalist.

Alcaraz boasts a 5-0 career
head-to-head record over Tsitsi-
pas with three wins on clay, with
the Greek saying: “He has said in
the past he likes playing against
me, so | hope he gets to like it a
little bit less this time.”

AFP, REUTERS

Wait, wait, wait...
patience 1S Sports
unsexiest virtue

Y sc

Rohit Brijnath
Assistant Sports Editor

The rain falls on the Zaire
morning and the fans are still
chanting. “Ali, bomaye.” (Ali, kill
him). It’s almost 50 years ago and
the fighter is weary. He's mocked
predictions and out-foxed George
Foreman across eight violent
rounds but Muhammad Ali still
has the energy to explain himself.
“I jabbed him in the corners and
let him tire himself out. [ waited
on my chance and then pow!”
That was 1974, this is 2024, but

what Carlos Alcaraz has to be
telling himself on June 2 against
Felix Auger-Aliassime. Wait. Wait.
It’s an ordinary match of “ups and
downs” and his best ally is
patience. Alcaraz has speed, he
just doesn’t need to hurry.

At full power the Spaniard can
light up a small town but in the
first hour of a short match he is a
few watts short of his usual
electric self. Momentum is the
wind every player wants but

: sometimes they must patiently

¢ ride the moods of a match. To

: wait is to trust a plan. In the first
i set Alcaraz hits Il winners, in the
: second he slaps 16.

in another coliseum in Paris this is :
. feels old-fashioned but remains

. trendy even in a sporting world of
. sweeping aggressiveness. It's a

. sort of unsexy athletic staple

. which is born of the Latin word

: “patientia”, It means “the quality

. of suffering or enduring”.

Patience is an attitude, which

Patience has to become a habit

. because it’s an everyday test. It’s

: figuring out how long to stay with
. a tactic when it doesn’t seem to be
: working. It’s about playing inside

¢ the lines till you feel ready to hit

Wait, wait, wait is
what Carlos
Alcaraz (left)
tells himself on
June 2 against
Felix
Auger-Aliassime.
It's an ordinary
match of "ups
and downs” and
his best ally is
patience. It's
what
Auger-Aliassime
will run out of.
PHOTO: REUTERS

: them. It’s about building the
: occasional clay-court point like an
: argument at an Oxford debate. It’s

: what Auger-Aliassime will run out
: of.

Patience is what Loh Kean Yew

. admitted he ran out of last week.
: It’s what spin bowlers ask of

: themselves when batters do

: violence unto them. It's what

: shooters lean on after successive
. 9s. Don't panic, an inner voice

: insists, winning is always a long

: rumn.

Patience is a voice foreign to

: amateurs because we don’t really
: have an athletic future. We don’t
: invest 10,000 unseen hours in

: frustrating labour while holding

. on to belief like it’s a life buoy. As
: Tiger Woods once said: “It’s a

: process of putting one foot in

. front of the other and building

: and building”

Amateurs also dont know
patience because our skills never

: stretch far enough. We're not

: Rafael Nadal, who wrote in his

: autobiography, “If I have to hit the
: ball 20 times to Federer’s

: backhand, I'll hit it 20 times, not

: 19. If I have to wait for the rally to
: stretch to 10 shots or 12 or 15 to _
: bide my chance to hit a winner, I'll :
: wait.” :

Twenty times isn't dull

. repetition, it’s discipline,

. interrogation and a control as

: exquisite as a juggler’s.

: Qut-thinking someone involves

: patience, a sort of calm before the
. explosion. The chess player,

. plotting slowly and slyly, and then
. executing his coup. The 10,000m

. runner holding steady before

: igniting like a firework and

: bursting clear of the pack.

And yet amateurs appreciate

. patience because loving a team

: demands it. Only one team win in
: a season and so they wait. Their

: team sucks and still they wait.

: Patience becomes the tribe’s glue
. as they wait and weep together. It
. was why when they finally won a
: baseball World Series in 2004

: after 86 years, a team official

: looked beyond the team: “This is

: for anyone who ever played for

. the Red Sox (and) anyone who

. ever rooted for the Red Sox.”

Alcaraz waits on Sunday

: because the best players learn to.
: He's just 21, but he knows tennis’

: peculiarities, its dips and tides,

: and so he stays there. In the first

. set he wins 40 per cent of second
: serve points, in the second 56, in

. the third 71. Patience - and

. Stefanos Tsitsipas is about to test
: it in the next round - is about not
. being shaken off your path.

Matches, in any sport, can seem

familiar but all are unique. One
: day shadows annoy, the next day
: the wind teases. Timing flees and

a rival produces shots he’s never

: hit before. Hang in there, athletes
: mutter. Great players — like Novak
: Djokovic against Lorenzo Musetti
: — love five sets because they have
: the resources to play well for long.

¢ They’ll wait your talent out.
Patience is a form of survival.

Across the Atlantic Ocean from

. Alcaraz, in another sport, a young
: woman reminds us of the power

. of waiting. Golfer Yuka Saso

: hadn’t won an LPGA title for three
: years but stayed true to her
practice, her routine, her dreams.

One day, who knows?
And then one day comes on

June 2. She wins the US Open and
: speaks constantly about the value
: of patience. But to endure the

. endless provocations of sport, its
: bad bounces and cursed twists of
: fate, is more exhausting than we

: appreciate. It's why when the

. waiting paid off, Saso does the

: only thing athletes can.

She cries.

rohitb@sph.com.sg
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TRIPPIER BACKS

ENGLAND TO
WIN EURO 2024

Defender says they have the team and the
togetherness to end 58-year title drought

BE BOLD

that we can win it... We've
got a great squad, top
manager, top staff. We've
been so close recently
over S0 many years, it's
just about taking that
next step now. | fully
believe with this squad
that we've got, we can go

earn the right.

79

on the Three Lions being title
contenders at Euro 2024,

. LONDON - England defender Kie-

: ran Trippier has backed the Three
We shouldn’t be shy to say . Lions to finally end their 58-year
. trophy drought by winning Euro
2024,

Gareth Southgate’s side will

. head to Germany as one of the
. tournament favourites after end-
: ing fourth at the World Cup in
. 2018, finishing as Euro 2020 run-
. ners-up and reaching the World
. Cup quarter-finals in 2022.

England’s men have never won

the European Championship and
: last lifted a major prize at the 1966

all the way. But we need to

World Cup.

Newcastle United right-back

. Trippier, who will captain England
. in the June 3 friendly against Bos-
: nia and Herzegovina, is convinced
. they are primed to get their hands
. on silverware at last. The match

KIERAN TRIPPIER, England defender, took place after press time.

“I've said it many times, we

. shouldn't be shy to say that we can

win it,” the 33-year-old said on
June 2.

“We're not saying that in an arro-
gant way. We've got a great squad,
top manager, top staff. We've been
so close recently over so many
years, it’s just about taking that
next step now.

“I fully believe with this squad
that we've got, we can go all the
way. But we need to earn the right.

“The most important thing is the
togetherness we've got in the
squad.

“It’s unbelievable, probably the
best I've been involved in, so we're
all looking forward to it”

Phil Foden shared that opti-
mism, saying England have been
gradually improving as a team and
are hoping to give their supporters
a “once-in-a-lifetime” feeling by
winning the Euro.

“It’s just nice to see that we can
compete against the top nations
and reach those latter stages of
tournaments. In the past, England
teams struggled to do it,” the Man-
chester City star told the Daily
Mail in an interview published on

June 1.

“Gareth’s been building for a bit
now and we’re stepping ahead in
the right direction.

“Playing now, you get goose-
bumps. That full stadium roar. The
national anthem. It’s something
you always saw as a kid growing
up, knowing you want to be an En-
gland player. It’s a feeling I'd love
for people to have, that once-in-a-
lifetime thing.”

Southgate has given Jude Bel-
lingham the week off to decom-
press before reporting to his En-
gland squad, saying rest was most
important for the La Liga Player of
the Season on the heels of his re-
markable campaign.

The 20-year-old helped Real
Madrid to wrap up the La Liga title,
before winning the Champions
League final against Borussia
Dortmund at Wembley on June 1.

“The most important thing for
Jude is rest, recovery, and we will
benefit from that.” Southgate said
after England’s training session at
Middlesbrough’s ground on June 2.

“That’s the constraints of inter-
national football. We don’t have
the players as often as you do at a
club to quite be as cohesive.

“So, you have to work out what
are the most important things.
And at this moment in time in my
opinion for Jude, and therefore for
the team, is time to recover and
psychologically switch off”

Meanwhile, Southgate is encour-
aged by the progress of Harry Ma-
guire and Luke Shaw as the injured
defenders aim to prove their fit-
ness.

Maguire and Shaw missed Man-
chester United’s 2-1 FA Cup final
win over City on May 25 as they re-
cover from muscle problems.

England’s Kieran
Trippier (in white
vest) training
with Joe Gomez
ahead of their
friendly match
against Bosnia
and Herzegovina
on June 3. The
Newcastle United
right-back will
captain his
country at 5t
James’ Park.
PHOTO: REUTERS

Southgate included both players
in his 33-man provisional squad,
but the England boss needed to
see signs of improvement in their
health before the June 7 deadline
to finalise his 26-man group for
the tournament.

He is also weighing up the at-
tacking options and said that while
Jack Grealish has not played as
much as he would have liked this
season, he is still in the running to
make the cut.

Asked if the City midfielder was
in danger of missing out, South-
gate said: “I don’t think we’re de-
fining that just yet. I think we
know where we're likely to be...

“This season he has not played
as much. I'm sure he would have
liked that to be different but we
know the qualities he can bring.
He is a player we enjoy working
with.” AFP, REUTERS

Nagelsmann slams ‘racist’ poll on skin colour

MUNICH - Germany coach Julian
Nagelsmann on June 2 said a poll

ordered by German broadcaster
ARD that asked about the colour of
national players’ skin was racist,
adding that he was stunned it was
even conducted.

The poll said that about one-fifth
of those questioned said they

wanted more white players in the
team.

On June 1, national player Joshua
Kimmich called the poll racist and

his coach agreed.

“Josh responded really well, with
a very clear and thought-out state-
ment,” Nagelsmann told a press
conference. “I see this in exactly
the same way.”

Kimmich had said a day earlier:
“Anyone who’s grown up with foot-
ball knows this is absolute non-
sense. Football in particular is a
good example of how you can unite
different nations, different skin
colours and different religions.

“That’s what our team is all
about. [ would miss a lot of players
if they weren’t here. This is abso-
lutely racist and has no place in our
changing room.”

Both Kimmich and Nagelsmann
are white.

Germany’s provisional team
ahead of the June 14-July 14 Euro-
pean Championship on home soil
has black players, as well as players
with Turkish background - such as
captain Ilkay Gundogan — among

others.

The broadcaster said a reporter
working on an ARD documentary
on football and diversity was re-
peatedly confronted with state-
ments about the team’s composi-
tion during the making of the doc-
umentary. It said it commissioned
the poll in order to have measura-
ble facts on such statements.

“I was shocked that such ques-
tions are asked and people actually
answer,” Nagelsmann said.

Kimmich also took aim at the
question, adding: “When you con-
sider that we are about to host
a European Championship at
home, it’s absurd to ask such a
question when the aim is actually
to unite the whole country.

“It’s about achieving great things
together. As a team, we're trying to
get everyone in Germany behind
us.”

Nagelsmann added that
need to wake up”.

LEwE

He said: “It is racist. 1 feel we
need to wake up. Many people in
Europe had to flee... searching for a
safe country.

“In Germany we are living well
and we tend to shut out these
things. A football team can be a
role model of how to unite differ-
ent cultures, religious back-
grounds and skin colour.

“It is good the way it is now. We
play a Euro for everyone in the
country and whoever plays top
football is invited to be a national
team member. | hope I never have
to read such crap polls again.”

Germany open the tournament
with their Group A match against
Scotland on June 14 in Munich.
REUTERS

Real’s new
aim — l6th
Champions
League
crown

MADRID - Real Madrid celebrated
the Spanish La Liga title with thou-
sands of supporters in May, pledg-
ing to return in June with the
Champions League trophy.

Los Blancos delivered on their
promise, defeating Borussia Dort-
mund 2-0 at Wembley to claim a
record 15th European Cup on June L

The triumphant players hit the
city’s usual celebration hot spots on
June 2 before ending up at the
club’s Santiago Bernabeu Stadium
where the party finished, for now
at least.

Paris Saint-Germain striker Ky-
lian Mbappe’s expected signing in
the coming days should see the fes-
tivities continue.

On June 3, he was left out of
France’s 25-man preliminary squad
for a training camp ahead of the Pa-
ris Olympics. While this does not
mean he has been ruled out of the
Games, Real are reportedly not
keen on his participation as the Eu-
ropean Championship ends less
than two weeks before the Olympic
football competition starts.

“Vinicius, Ballon d'Or” chants
were heard at intervals from fans
throughout the afternoon, after the
Brazilian netted Real’s second goal
in the final to clinch victory.

Dani Carvajal had opened the
scoring with his first Champions
League goal in eight seasons,
against the run of play after Dort-
mund had dominated.

However, as they so often tend to
do, Real found a way to survive and
ultimately thrive.

The team’s stars, led by president
Florentino Perez, made their first
stop at the city’s Almudena cathe-
dral.

“I don’t know which team Jesus
would support, but I know that... he

JEEA Charnpions League 2023/24
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Real Madrid’s players parade on their bus in Madrid's Cibeles square to celebrate their 15th Champions League trophy on June 2, one day after beating Borussia Dortmund in London. PHOTO: AFP

would surely appreciate this Cup,”
said the cardinal archbishop of Ma-
drid, Jose Cobo, who was left with a
replica trophy.

The team then returned to the
Madrid regional government’s
headquarters to present another
replica to president Isabel Diaz Ay-
uso, whom they also met after win-
ning La Liga.

“If we are here, it's because
there’s good news,” said Real cap-
tain Nacho Fernandez. “Once
again, we are champions of Europe.
It seems easy to say - 15-time
champions... | hope it’s many more
times.”

Nacho, along with Carvajal, the
retiring Toni Kroos and Luka Mo-
dric, reached a career sixth Cham-

pions League victory, equalling the
record set by former Real winger
Paco Gento well over half a century
earlier.

Germany international Kroos
was singled out for special praise
by chief Perez, having set up Carva-
jal’s winner in his final match for

Los Blancos after a decade at the
club.

“We are the kings of Europe,
sang Carvajal, 32, to thousands of
white-shirted fans massed in a cen-
tral square, Puerta del Sol, before
calling on Kroos to take the spot-
light.

“Three weeks ago | promised you
wed be back” said Kroos, while
fans chanted for him to stay.

“Many thanks for 10 unforgetta-

ble years, | have no more words.”

While the 34-year-old midfielder
is departing, Real’s success is likely
to continue.

“I have already told you that this
club is currently working towards
the realisation of a new dream -
namely the 16th European Cup,’
said Perez.

AFP, REUTERS
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S'PORE IN THE MIX FOR

New Delhi, Chennai also want Ding-Gukesh
clash: Fide’s final decision later this month

Melvyn Teoh

Singapore has thrown its hat into
the ring in the bid to host the World
Chess Championship, which is
provisionally scheduled for Nov 20
to Dec 15.

On June 1, the International
Chess Federation (Fide) revealed
on social media that three host ci-

ties have submitted their bids for
the event, which will feature Chi-
na’s world champion Ding Liren
going up against Indian challenger
Gukesh Dommaraju.

The other two cities are India’s
New Delhi and Chennai, the latter
being the home town of Gukesh.

Gukesh, 18, is the youngest chal-
lenger for the world title in history
and earned his spot to face Ding by

WORLD CHESS C'SHIP

winning the 2024 Candidates
Tournament in Toronto in April.

Chennai last hosted the world
championship in 2013, when Nor-
wegian challenger Magnus Carlsen
dethroned home favourite and hol-
der Viswanathan Anand.

Fide said on its website: “All
three bids will be discussed at the
upcoming Fide Council meeting
scheduled for next week.

“The representatives of all three
bids will be invited to the meeting
to share more details and answer
questions. The final decision will
be made by the Fide Council later

this month.”

The Singapore Chess Federation
(SCF) had previously expressed its
interest to host Fide’s marquee
event on May 6.

Fide’s chief executive, grand-
master Emil Sutovsky, told Chess-
Base India that officials are all “so
excited” to be receiving multiple
bids.

He added: “It was a moment of
truth, because even till the last mo-
ment we didn't know the number
of bids that we would be receiving.
We've got three bids, and (they are)
all are very serious bids, I think it is

a record number in recent history.

“All of the bids are backed by rel-
evant guarantees and by govern-
ment support as well, so these are
all profound ones.”

SCF chief executive Kevin Goh
previously said that the federation
is consulting a few parties from the
private and government sectors “to
see whether a bid is feasible”.

One of the issues it needed to re-
solve was the US$8.5 million
(S$11.5 million) hosting budget, of
which US$2.5 million will be used
for prize money, US$1.1 million to
Fide for licensing fees and the rest
for venue and organising costs.

On Singapore’s interest to host
the tournament, Sutovsky added:
“Singapore has done a tremendous
preparation for this bid, I've been
in constant touch with Kevin...

“I can tell that Singapore is aim-
ing to leverage on its geographical
location and multi-cultural socie-
ty, so it is natural for them to want
to host the match.”

Singapore has a growing chess
scene and boasts five grandmas-
ters and one woman grandmaster.

Siddharth Jagadeesh on May 21
became the youngest Singaporean
grandmaster at 17 after earning his
three required norms for the title.

He hopes to see the event come
to Singapore, adding: “It’ll be very
exciting if that happens, and it'd be
a great boost to the game through-
out the country, because it’s the
most prestigious tournament in
chess and it has a long history,
longer than many sports.”

When contacted, national agen-
cy Sport Singapore said: “Under
Sport Singapore’s major sport
event strategy, we seek to bring in
different types of sports to cater to
the wide range of interests that the
community has.

“Singapore Chess Federation’s
bid to host the Fide World Chess
Championships will add vibrancy
to our local sporting calendar and
elevate the profile of mind sports
within our local community. We
are looking forward to possibly
having the worlds best chess
players compete on our shores.”

melvynteoh@sph.com.sg

Biles proud of progress after dominant win

LOS ANGELES - Simone Biles won a
record-extending ninth US all-
around gymnastics title on June 2,
signalling that she is a force in the
sport as the Paris Olympics ap-
proach, even as a couple of miscues
gave her something to work on be-
fore the US trials.

“Today it’s just getting out here,
getting comfortable and confident
in my gymnastics, and hopefully
going to Olympic trials and making
that next step towards Paris,” she
told broadcaster NBC after piling
up 59.300 points on the second

night of competition to take her to-
tal to 119.750.

She was almost six points clear of
runner-up Skye Blakely, who to-
talled 113.850, with Kayla DiCello
taking bronze with 110.800.

The top two finishers were as-
sured of berths at the Olympic
trials from June 27-30 in Minnea-
polis, Minnesota, where at least a
dozen athletes are expected to
make their final case for a trip to
Paris.

Biles had cracked 60 points on
the first night of competition on

May 31, and while she could not
match that, she earned gold on all
four apparatus.

The 27-year-old said: “I couldn’t
be more proud of how I'm doing
this time in the year, and just gain-
ing that confidence over and over,
getting myself back in front of a
crowd and just doing what I do in
practice.”

Biles missed much of the Tokyo
Games due to the “twisties” — a
mental block where gymnasts are
disoriented in mid-air.

She then stepped away from

competition for two vyears but
looked sharper and more resilient
than ever in Fort Worth, Texas,
where she brought her career na-
tional titles to 32.

The sheer power that has helped
Biles grab four Olympic gold med-
als and build an array of daunting
signature skills was in evidence in
her few errors.

She stepped out of bounds after
her triple-twisting double somer-
sault in floor exercise and skittered
backwards onto her back on the
landing of her Yurchenko double

With sevens series gold, Australian
women confident for Olympics

MELBOURNE - Australia will head
to the Paris Olympics targeting a
second women’s rugby sevens gold
medal, after toppling the powerful
New Zealand team on the way to
victory in the inaugural SVNS se-
ries grand final in Madrid.

Maddison Levi scored a hat-trick
of tries in the June 2 decider
against Olympic hosts France as
the Australians ran out comforta-
ble 26-7 winners.

However, it was the 21-19 semi-fi-
nal win over arch-rivals and Olym-
pic champions New Zealand that
was the main tonic for Tim Walsh’s
team.

New Zealand had swept the pre-
vious four events but finished with
the bronze medal in Madrid after
beating Canada 26-14.

“We're finally getting some pay
for our hard work, which is good,”
said Levi.

“It’s so close to the Olympics,
we're finally building.

“Having not beaten New Zealand
since Perth (in January), it’s always

a tough battle between the two and
I think for it to finally just click and
just to work hard, it just proves that
we've got it.”

Australia won the inaugural
Olympic tournament at the 2016
Rio Games but their title defence
ended in the quarter-finals in To-
kyo in 2021.

However, with the help of Mad-
dison and her younger sister Tea-
gan, Australia have re-emerged as

Australias
Maddison Levi
scoring a try
despite the
challenge of
France's
Valentine Lothoz
in the World
Rugby Sevens
women's final in
Madrid on June
2. PHOTO: AFP

New Zealand’s main threat to their
bid for back-to-back gold medals.

Maddison finished the SVNS sea-
son with 69 tries, the second-high-
est individual tally ever among
men and women.

Vilimoni Delasau scored 83 tries
for the Fiji's men team in the inaug-
ural 1999-2000 season.

France’s men will enter their
home Games with confidence after
beating Argentina19-5 in the grand

final, with Antoine Dupont helping
to set up captain Paulin Riva for the
decisive third try with an off-load.

Dupont, scrum-half in the 15-
man format, has invigorated
France’s sevens programme since
skipping the Six Nations to focus
on the Olympics.

“We think Antoine Dupont is the
best player in the world and when
he is on the pitch we have a lot of
confidence,” said Riva.

“We are all very happy today”

Dupont won the Men’s Rookie of
the Year award.

“I was honestly a bit worried be-
fore my first tournament, so [ tried
to work very hard to be ready for
Vancouver and Los Angeles but
there was a very good team spirit in
the team, so it was easy to join
them,” he said.

“I hope it will be a huge tourna-
ment for us,” he added of the
Games.

“Obviously we want to win, but
we're not the only team, so we have
two months to work as hard as we
can to be ready and to try and lift
the trophy in July”

Fiji, gold medal winners in Rio
and Tokyo, have been far from
their dominant best through the
SVNS series but took the bronze in
Madrid by beating New Zealand 17-
10. REUTERS

pike vault.

The vault is so difficult that she
still scored 15.000 points — down
from the 15.800 she earned on May
3L

Biles said she has no trouble tak-
ing that kind of mistake in stride.

“It’s not my first time out there,”
she said.

“I'm a little bit older, so I know
exactly how to kind of reboot and
recollect myself to move on to the
next event, even if I feel like so-
mething wasn’t how [ wanted it to

Eh ]

go.

Among those who will be trying
to punch their tickets to Paris,
Blakely displayed impressive con-
sistency over two days.

Sunisa Lee, the Tokyo Olympic
all-around champion, was an im-
pressive fourth as she continues
her return from career-threatening
kidney disease.

Shortly after competition ended,
USA Gymnastics confirmed it had
accepted petitions from Shilese
Jones and Kaliya Lincoln to com-
pete at trials, despite injuries in
Texas.

Jones withdrew with a shoulder
injury, while Lincoln pulled out af-
ter two apparatus on May 31 with
an ankle injury.

“It’s feeling a little bit better to-
day than it has this whole week,”
Jones told NBC Sports. AFP, REUTERS
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Singapore Sports Awards 2024

FIRST-TIME GONGS
FOR PEREIRA AND ONG

SHANTI PEREIRA, sprinter, on being
. voted Sportswoman of the Year.

Different lanes, but
similar results for
Sportwoman runner,
Sportsman bowler

Kimberly Kwek

It was a big night for athletics at
the Singapore Sports Awards on
June 3, with national sprinter
Shanti Pereira and her coach Luis
Cunha named Sportswoman of the
Year and Coach of the Year for their
feats in 2023.

Pereira, who won the award for
the first time, also became the first
track and field athlete to receive
the top distinction at the annual
ceremony since discus thrower
James Wong was named Sport-
sman of the Year in 2004.

The last track and field athlete to
win the Sportswoman of the Year
award was middle-distance run-
ner Kandasamy Jayamani, who
won the accolade in 1981 and 1977.

Pereira, who was unable to at-
tend the ceremony at Orchard Ho-
tel as she is in Europe preparing for
the Olympics, emerged as the win-
ner ahead of kayaker Stephenie
Chen, wushu exponent Kimberly
Ong, indoor skydiver Kyra Poh,
swimmer Letitia Sim and bowler
Cherie Tan.

The 27-year-old said: “It’s a huge
honour to be named Sportswoman
of the Year, it’s my first time ever
being nominated, let alone win.

“I'm very thankful to my coach.
He is extremely deserving of his
Coach of the Year award, I'm so
glad he is being recognised for his
efforts in my journey, as well as the
impact he has made for Singapore
athletics as a whole and my entire
support system for getting me
here.”

Pereira started 2023 with a his-
toric sprint double at the Cambo-
dia SEA Games in May, when she
won the women’s 100m and 200m
titles, before repeating the feat at
the Asian Athletics Champion-
ships two months later.

She then made history as the
first Singaporean runner to reach
the semi-finals of the world cham-
pionships in Budapest, booking
her ticket to the Paris Olympics in
the process.

At the Hangzhou Asian Games,
she capped off her year with an im-
pressive showing by bagging the
200m crown along with a100m sil-
VET.

She also rewrote the 100m na-
tional mark six times and the
200m record four times.

Reflecting on last season, Perei-
ra said: “2023 launched me into a
new era in my career. I'm privi-
leged to do the sport 1 love every
day, and 1 hope to continue to do
myself, my coach, my support sys-
tem and my country proud for as

Schooling and SNOC president Grace Fu after the Singapore Sports Awards.

long as my legs can carry.”

The Sportsman of the Year award
also had a first-time winner in Dar-
ren Ong, who is the first bowler to
pick up the accolade since Remy
Ong in 2007.

The other nominees for the
award were Peter Gilchrist (cue
sports), Ryan Lo (sailing) and Jo-

wen Lim (wushu).

A breakthrough 2023 culminat-
ed in Darren claiming the men’s
singles title at the International
Bowling Federation world cham-
pionships in Kuwait last October,
the first for a Singaporean since
Remy won the event in 2006.

Darren also won two bronzes at

the world championships — in the
men’s doubles with Jaris Goh and
in the all-events.

He had bagged his first individu-
al international title at the Philip-
pine International Open in May,
just months before his triumph on
the world stage.

The 28-year-old said: “This
(award) is not just for myself but
my family and the entire bowling
community... It’s a privilege to be
the one to win the award because
it's been a long time since the
award has been won by a bowler.

“It’s definitely been a breakout
year for me and a lot of the
achievements haven’t quite sunk
in yet, especially this award.”

Organised by the Singapore Na-
tional Olympic Council (SNOC)
and Sport Singapore (SportSG),
the annual ceremony honours out-
standing sporting achievements of
those who have done well at the
national and international levels.

The event, which is supported by
the Tote Board, was attended by
SNOC president Grace Fuand Min-
ister for Culture, Community and
Youth Edwin Tong.

Shanti Pereira’s
father Clarence
accepting the
Sportswoman of
the Year award
on her behalf

Culture,
Community and
Youth Edwin
Tong on June 3.
ST PHOTOS: MARK
CHEONG

Twice kitefoiling world cham- :
Maeder, 17, :
bagged the Sportsboy of the Year :
award for the third time in a row,
world champion :
Zeanne Law picked up the Sports-

pion Maximilian

while wushu

girl of the Year accolade.

“I'm completely ecstatic — it’s :
completely different when I get to :
be here and see so many people :
support me on my journey and so :
many people support athletes on :
their journeys,” said Max, who said :
one of his night’s highlights was !
speaking with 2016 Olympic :
Joseph

champion  swimmer

Schooling.

“It instils you with such inspira- :
tion and a will to continue to do :
what you love to do and I hope that :
all the athletes experience the :

same thing.”

Law, 18, was honoured that her :
achievements were recognised,
adding: “It’s a testament to all the :
hard work, all the struggles that :
I've gone through last year and [ :
believe it will motivate me to push :

even harder this year”

kimkwek@sph.com.sg

: KEEP ON RUNNING

I'm privileged to do the
: sport | love every day, and
| hope to continue to do

myself, my coach, my
support system and my
country proud for as long
as my legs can carry.

79

. ONE FOR ALL

. This (award) is not just for
. myself but my family and
. the entire bowling

. community.

99

DARREN ONG, bowler, on being voted
: Sportsman of the Year.

. HUGE LIFT

. It instils you with such

. inspiration and a will to

. continue to do what you

. love to do and | hope that

. all the athletes experience
. the same thing.

99

MAXIMILIAN MAEDER, kitefoiler, on
: being voted Sportsboy of the Year.

MAKES IT ALL WORTHWHILE

. It's a testament to all the

. hard work, all the

. struggles that I've gone

. through last year and |

. believe it will motivate me
. to push even harder this

from Minister for :
: yealr.

99

ZEANNE LAW, wushu exponent, on
being voted Sportsgirl of the Year.

HONOUR ROLL

Sportsman of the Year
Darren Ong (bowling)

Sportswoman of the Year
Shanti Pereira (athletics)
Sportsboy of the Year
Maximilian Maeder (sailing)
Sportsgirl of the Year

Zeanne Law (wushu)

Coach of the Year

Luis Cunha (athletics)

Team of the Year (team sport)
Women's floorball team

Team of the Year (event)
Women's bowling team (2023
World Bowling Championships)
— Charmaine Chang, Colleen

Pee, New Hui Fen, Shayna Ng,
Cherie Tan, Daphne Tan

Chess
Spore, New
Delhi and
Chennai bid
for World
C’ship | BI5

Tennis « Rybakina issues title warning as
de Minaur stuns Medvedev | BI3

Published and printed by SPH Media Limiied. Co. Regn. Mo, 2021207 48H.

Rohit Brijnath « Patience is an attitude that
feels old-fashioned but remains trendy | BI3

Golf » Saso is
first Japanese and
first Filipina to

win US Women’s
Open | BI2
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EUROPE'S CHANGING
HOT SPOTS

Rising prices and
mercury draw crowds
to new cities | €2

NON-STOP
HUSTLE

EDM star
Alan Walker's
constant
reinvention

|
| €5

T | Tourism has dried up
since the start of the
Israel-Hamas war, but the
l l country is still safe to visit

RAIL GOOD TIME
Luxury train to Malaysia
gets a refresh | C3&4

Cherie Lok

JORDAN - | have been walking for
about half an hour when I see it.

Peeking out through a crack in
the coppery sandstone walls that
frame my trek into the cradle of
civilisation is the first of Petra’s
many architectural marvels.

The passageway widens, then
narrows. Light floods in as I step
onto the sandy plaza and gaze up at
The Treasury, an elaborate rock-
cut tomb thought to be built in the
Ist century AD by the Nabataeans,
an ancient Arab people.

Immediately, about a dozen
cameras are raised into the air
Tourists fan out, each trying to
snap that unobstructed shot.

And, as I am told by a nearby
shopkeeper, this crowd is much
thinner than the hordes that
usually descend on Petra at this
time of year.

Each smartphone-touting, keffi-
yeh headdress-wearing visitor
bears promise — the chance to earn
a few precious dinars, which, in
2024, has become more elusive
than ever.

Since the start of the war in
October 2023 between Hamas and
Israel, which borders Jordan, tour-
ists have been in short supply.

A receptionist at Nomads Hotel,
where my husband and I stay in
Amman, says while the property is
usually full in March, only 70 per
cent of the hotel's rooms were
booked in 2024.

“People are scared to come, but
they don’t understand that Jordan
is still very safe,” he says.

Qur driver, Saad, insists likewise,
saying: “Jordan is friends with
everybody.”

Despite the bright smiles of
those in the hospitality industry,

the country is not exactly an oasis T ey PR B | = i E = = _ o
of calm neutrality. Many Jorda- s e e s e e e e | s s S R s
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have Palestinian roots, and their S el e W _ . an WY i S - e e N s .
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Thousands have taken to the
streets in pro-Palestine demon-
strations for months, demanding
that the government re-evaluate
its ties to Israel. We do not, how-
ever, encounter any during our one
night in the capital city.

Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs advises those travelling to
Jordan to avoid large crowds and - | ok e RO G bR N Sl T
monitor the local news. It does not e T e Sl R N P NS o~ o e ST S e e SR T
urge tourists to stay away from the (Above) The plaza in front of the rock-cut tomb known as The Treasury is usually crowded with tourists during high season.
country as a whole — just the areas  (Below) The writer taking a hard-earned break after a 900-step hike up to Petra’s Monastery. ST PHOTOS: CHERIE LOK
near the Syrian border.

We stick mainly to cities in the

south and feel fairly safe during the
trip. In Petra, we even have to
dodge police cars zipping through
the narrow lanes of the Siq gorge
that leads into the city at regular
intervals.

Still, the heightened security
presence has not been enough to
lure tourists back to the “Rose
City™.

“Normally, we have several
thousand visitors a day,” another
shopkeeper, Yunis, tells me. “Now,
only 500.”

He pulls a handful of crinkled
notes from his pocket and waves
them indignantly.

“Look. 1 got here at 6am and it’s
already evening, but I've made only

17 dinars (5%$32).

Take a walk through Petra and
you will understand his despera-
tion.

The city may have been built by
the ancient Nabataean people and
inhabited in recent history by
nomadic Bedouin tribes, but these
days, it is mainly foreign visitors
who traverse its rocky paths.

The last Bedouins were forced to
leave after Petra became a Unesco
World Heritage Site in the
mid-1980s. Now, they return only
to hawk their wares.

I take along my own water — no
way am | paying 3 dinars for a
bottle here — but buy a rug from a
woman who has parked herself

halfway up the 900-step climb to
The Monastery.

She gives me a discount because
at Ipm, I am her first customer.
This, after painstakingly lugging
heavy bags of trinkets up the as-
cending path at the crack of dawn,
albeit with the help of a donkey.

Of course, [ do not know if I really
am her first customer. She does
also tell me that the rug is hand-
made and original. Delighted with
my steal, [ thank her, then walk
several metres down the path and
see the very same one draped over
the front of another stall.

CONTINUED on C2
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From Petra, I head towards Wadi
Rum in the country’s south, where
| feel the presence of other tourists
more acutely.

Stepping onto the desert land-
scape of Wadi Rum is like being
transported to another world,
which is why movies set on Mars
are sometimes filmed here.

Burnt orange sand dunes undu-
late across a great expanse,
punctuated only by sun-scorched
bushes and massive, towering rock
outcrops, some of them as high as
mountains.

Here, you can close your eyes,
feel the sun on your skin, taste the
crisp, smogless desert air and
imagine life as a Bedouin nomad.

That is, if you can blot out the
masses of tourists swarming each
attraction. After about half an hour
of scrambling up rocks, we hop
into our jeeps and speed off in dif-
ferent directions, only to regroup
later at another boulder or canyon.

Though the presence of other
visitors feels disruptive at first, I
come to appreciate our little
sunburnt caravan.

At one point, our guide Hamed
leaves our group of five — my
husband and me, a British adven-
ture junkie, and a father-son pair
from the Netherlands - alone to
trek through a canyon. We make it

out, thanks to the sharp eyes of
Chris, the Dutch son, who spots an
obscured path after we hit what
initially looks like a dead end.

As promised, Hamed is waiting
for us on the other side with piping
hot cups of tea. We sit down to chat
with him and his fellow guides. We
cheer on other tourists as they try
to sandboard down a dune, and
share their laughter when they
topple over.

It is a picture-perfect afternoon,
and 1 start to realise why Hamed
has spent all day seeking the
company of others.

“We travel in a big group of about
35 families,” says Hamed, who
comes from a nomadic family of
nine children, currently camped
where the grass is literally greener
near the Saudi Arabian border.

“We are all friends here. Some of
us are even cousins,” he says with
smiles, gesturing to the rest of the
guides.

Perhaps this camaraderie is part
of the authentic Bedouin experi-
ence. Sure, not all of our trip is
culturally accurate, but we do get a
taste of Hamed’s everyday life, as
well as the warm hospitality his
people are known for.

We gather firewood to help him
prepare a tomato stew lunch in the
back of our jeep, hunt for a shady
place to enjoy our afternoon siesta
and learn how to wrap a keffiyeh
around our heads.

Later that evening, full from a
meal of roast chicken baked in the
sand, we lounge around the fire pit
at our base camp as Hamed and
another guide strum a folk song on
a lute. There are about 15 of us
camping that night under an
impossibly starry sky.

Ms Bianca Abma — who helps run
Wadi Rum Nomads, the tour
agency that takes us into the desert
— says it is the optimum group
size. “Any larger and the guides
won't be able to give each guest
their full attention,” she adds.

The base camp usually accom-
modates around 26 visitors a night
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at its peak, which Ms Abma admits
can sometimes feel too crowded.

The lull in tourism is not just
good for travellers; it also gives the
desert some time to breathe.

Ms Abma reminds us to clean up
after ourselves, warning that tour-
ists can do immeasurable damage
to the natural environment. In-
deed, along the way, I spot discard-
ed plastic plates, empty bottles
and signs of trampled vegetation.

Petra, too, has been worn down
by years of footfall. Throngs of
visitors stamping along its paths
and touching its facades threaten
to erode some of the ancient city’s
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(Above)

A Bedouin guide
prepapring lunch
in the back of his
jeep.

(Left) Tents in
the desert,
where the writer
spends the
night. 5T PHOTOS:
CHERIE LOK

sandstone features.

In the long term, Ms Abma hopes
that the number of visitors to the
desert will be regulated by careful,
deliberate policy, rather than war.

But even those who visit now can
tread lightly — if only to make sure
the breathtaking beauty of Jordan’s
wonders lives on to thrill future
generations.

cherielok@sph.com.sg

¢ Travel Journal is a new series
offering a personal take on current
travel issues. For more travel stories,
go to str.sg/travel

under the stars In a desert

TRAVEL TIPS

Despite my initial misgivings, I
have no regrets about visiting
Jordan during this period. The
country is safe and easy to
navigate. English is widely
spoken, especially in the capi-
tal city of Amman, and Petra.

There are no direct flights to
Jordan from Singapore. 1 fly
first to Dubai on Emirates,
which takes seven hours. After
a three-hour layover, I board a
Royal Jordanian flight to
Jordan, which takes about 314
hours.

Think twice about animal
rides. The first thing locals try
to sell you when you enter
Petra is a horse ride to the
entrance of the Sig, the narrow
osorge leading to the ancient
city. Later, they may coax you
to climb onto a camel or take a
donkey up to the Monastery.

While some tourists might
need the assistance, many
cuidebooks - and Peta, or
People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals - have warned
of the mistreatment of animals
in Petra and advise against it. It
is also said that the hooves of
donkeys are wearing down the
delicate steps leading to the
Monastery.

If you do decide to ride an
animal in Petra or Wadi Rum,
make sure it is healthy and
strong. Report any signs of
animal abuse, such as wounds
or signs of malnutrition, to the
visitor centre.

Be prepared to do lots of
walking and climbing in Petra
and Wadi Rum. Not all of this
will be on flat ground - there
will be times you need to
scramble up a slope or pick
your way through a tumble of
rocks. In such cases, it helps to
have a good pair of shoes with a
strong grip.

You can technically explore
Wadi Rum independently, but
will have to do it without
Google Maps — or any internet
connection, for that matter -
and only a handful of discerni-
ble landmarks.

To make sure you do not end
up stranded in the sandy heart
of the desert, get a guide who
knows how to tell one moun-
tain apart from another.

Ours, whom we find through
Wadi Rum Nomads (wadirum
nomads.com, 40 dinars or
5%$267 for two people for a one-
day, one-night jeep tour inclu-
sive of meals and accommoda-
tion), also acts as a driver, cook,
historian and photographer.

My husband and I hire a
private driver we find on
Tripadvisor to drive wus
between cities. If you want a
truly hassle-free trip, this is the
way to go. For inquiries, call Ali
on +962-77-613-8982.

Alternatively, public buses,
such as the Jett bus
(www. jett.com.jo/en), run
between cities, such as the
popular route between Amman
to Petra.

Rising prices and

mercury are changing

Europe’s travel hot
spots this summer

Travellers are increasingly opting
to skip Europe’s most-visited cities
and beachside locales in favour
of less-frequented destinations
for summer vacations in 2024.

Fresh data shared with Bloom-
berg by Chase Travel, a US-based
travel booking and rewards
platform, shows that cities with
the biggest year-on-year tourism
increases this summer include
destinations such as Brussels,
Munich, Zurich and Warsaw.

The data, based on cardmember
spending, shows that the most-
booked cities are still London,
Paris and Rome.

The shifting emphasis to-
wards secondary cities largely
reflects surging prices in Mediter-
ranean hot spots like the Amalfi

Coast, as well as record heat on the
continent, say industry experts.

Soaring inflation put average
luxury room rates in Europe above
US$L,700 (S$2,300) in 2023,
according to data from Virtuoso, a
luxury travel adviser group - al-
most double 2019’s US$900 figure.

These record rates are set to
climb by an additional 9 per cent
this summer, says Ms Misty Belles,
Virtuoso’s vice-president for global
public relations. This is affec-
ting where people choose to book,
she adds.

“We're seeing a desire to go to
locations or destinations where
the rates aren’t so exorbitant.” she
says, confirming Chase’s findings.

A search on Google Hotels shows
rooms at five-star hotels in Brus-
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sels available for less than US$500
during the first week of June.

In Paris, the price is closer to
US$900.

Ms Belles also says travellers are
willing to try alternate desti-
nations in the face of Europe’s
heatwaves.

Last year was the conti-
nent’s second-warmest on record,
and each month of 2024 has
brought further records.

With the mercury having risen to

48 deg C in places such as Sardinia
last summer, 24 deg C average
highs in Zurich look awfully
appealing. And that is without
considering the crowds.

“Last summer, Europe was s0
very crowded, on top of being
unbelievably hot,” says Ms Belles.

The combination has made more
people seek destinations further
north in Europe, she adds, with
bookings at Virtuoso to the Neth-
erlands up 33 per cent, bookings to
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Cities with the biggest year-on-year tourism increases this summer include destinations such as Brussels (above left), Munich (above right), Zurich and Warsaw.

Austria up 31 per cent and those to
Germany 26 per cent.

“Don’t worry about Italy, it’s go-
ing to be fine,” Ms Belles says. “But
other parts of Europe are starting
to attract significant numbers.”

One place where growth has trig-
gered concern is Amsterdam.

The city ranks fifth among Chas-
e's fastest-growing destination
cities, despite tourism figures that
led the government to launch
a “stay away” campaign to discou-

rage mass tourism.

Ms Rebecca Masri, founder of
luxury travel app Little Emperors,
has a solution for those dead set on
returning to old favourites despite
prices, weather and crowds: Go
later.

After all, she says, the traditional
European summer season no
longer feels as if it ends in August.

As she puts it, “Our high season
for places like Italy and Greece is
now September.” BLOOMBERG
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Belmond’s Lastern
& Oriental Express
debuts a fresh new
face as it pampers
guests taking a trip
across the Causeway

Shamilee Vellu

JOHOR - I have travelled across the
Singapore-Johor Causeway possibly
100 times in my life, but never like
this.

The gridlock of cars and motor-
cycles inching Tetris-style across
the bridge is mere metres from me,
yet feels worlds away from the
velvety comforts of my cabin on
Belmonds Eastern & Oriental
Express (E&Q), which pglides,
unimpeded, alongside the Cause-
way towards Malaysia.

It is a fitting prelude to the care-
free life passengers experience on
the E&O, a happy abdication of
responsibility that begins the mo-
ment my bags are swiftly whisked
away upon arrival at Woodlands
Train Checkpoint in Singapore.

Awaiting me is the sleek forest-
green and cream E&O emblazoned
with its signature gold prancing
tiger motif, the train’s gilded form a
gleaming counterpoint to the sta-
tion’s utilitarian grey.

Stepping into the carriage, I am
ushered into my elegant wood-
panelled cabin moments before my
smiling steward, Mr Jabez Loh,
enters bearing a refreshing wel-
come drink of oolong tea-infused
mangosteen juice topped with a
ginger flower spike and a colourful
confetti of petals.

As its whistle blows and the E&O
eases out of the station, the inter-
com crackles to life and the train’s
announcer gives an overview of our
trip, along with the exhortation that
“the train lends itself to moments of
glamour, and dressing up is en-
couraged”.

After all, the train’s splendid
setting practically demands it. The
E&O was relaunched in February
after a four-year refresh with up-
dated soft furnishings, a new chef
and menu, and new activities for
guests.

UPDATING A LEGEND

There is no disputing the E&O’s
iconic status, but the train is much
younger than its nostalgic appear-
ance suggests.

Built in 1971 in Japan for New Zea-
land’s Silver Star sleeper train, its
carriages plied the Auckland-
Wellington route for 20 years before
being shipped to Singapore, where
they were completely transformed
with exquisite new wood interiors
inlaid with hand-cut marquetry.

The E&O started service in 1993,
when it was the first train to take
passengers between Singapore and
Bangkok. The service lasted till
2020, when Covid-19 put on the
brakes.

The restyled E&O is made up of 15
carriages, which includes eight
sleeping cars, two restaurant cars, a
Piano Bar car and its famed open-
air observation car.

According to senior train manager
Wolfgang Eipel-
dauer, the train
is now shorter,
with three car-
riages removed
— reducing the
maximum ca-
pacity of 84 pas-
sengers to 64 for
a “more exclu-
sive and comfor-
table” experience.

There are three cabin categories —
10 Pullman cabins (5.8 sq m), 20
State cabins (7.8 sq m) and two
Presidential Suites (1.6 sq m) that
include free-flow champagne,
caviar upon arrival and 24-hour on-
board service.

All cabins are air-conditioned,
and unlike Belmond’s grand train in
Europe, the Venice Simplon-Orient-

Created by chef
Andre Chiang
(right), the new
menu includes
Baby Vegetables
with Alberguen
(above) and
Laksa
Bouillabaisse
(above right).
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Express, all include en-suite bath-
rooms.

Cabins cost $4,580++ a person for
the two three-night seasonal jour-
neys on offer — Essence of Malaysia
(which travels to Langkawi) and
Wild Malaysia, the journey 1 have
signed up for.

Having travelled on the train
pre-refresh, it is
apparent how
much the cabins
have changed in
look and feel.

The restyled
cabins are
inspired by the
varied land-
scapes and cities
they pass
through — Kuala Lumpur’s dramatic
skies are reflected in the Pullman
cabins’ red and blue scheme, while
the Presidential Suites reference the
region’s cultural opulence in golds
and rich embroideries.

My State cabin is a tactile affair in-
spired by the jewel tones of coastal
Penang. There is a plush navy ban-
quette couch which converts into a
bed, textured malachite-green

chairs and ottomans, and brocade
pillows embroidered with coiling
dragons reminiscent of those found
in Penang’s Chinese temples.

More delights await. Arranged
neatly on my couch is an embossed
green keepsake box containing Art
Deco-styled, E&O-branded station-
ery, luggage tags and a brochure
containing information on the train,
along with a silky green scarf de-
picting a prowling Malayan tiger.

Tucked away are modern conve-
niences such as power points and
bedside USB ports, along with refil-
lable glass bottles of drinking water,
which is treated on board. Other
new eco-friendly initiatives include
my bathroom’s array of refillable
toiletries from sustainable Malay-
sian skincare brand, Remedy.

And when Belmond realised it
had bales of pink jacquard fabric left
over from the Piano Bar car’s previ-
ous design scheme, it engaged a
social enterprise in Johor Bahru to
stitch them into totes.

These are now presented to
guests as a gift. “A little piece of the
train’s history you can take home,”
says Mr Eipeldauer.

You could be in the East, West or
somewhere in between, and | wanted

to recreate that sensation of constantly
switching locations in my food as well.

b

MICHELIN-STARRED TAIWANESE CHEF ANDRE CHIANG,

on the food he created for the E&D

Ty
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A SPICE-FILLED JOURNEY

Complementing the train’s new look
is its entirely revamped menu. It is
curated by  Michelin-starred
Taiwanese chef Andre Chiang, the
founder of Singapore’s much-loved,
now-defunct Restaurant Andre.

Luxury train cuisine presents a
unique challenge for chefs, who
must balance nostalgia, modernity
and a sense of place.

Chef Chiang found his answer in
spice.

“Spice is a navigator,” he says, as
we sit down to an elegant table-
scape of fine china and glittering
crystalware. “It tells you where you
are.”

He was schooled in spices when
he arrived at Michelin-starred res-
taurant Le Jardin des Sens in France
some 20 years ago, only to discover
the gourmet qualities of Sarawak
pepper for the first time.

He has now transmuted his
considerably broader knowledge of
aromatics into a varied menu that
leans heavily into spices and, occa-
sionally, spiciness.

It includes his 16-hour braised
beef cheek, which contrasts the
meat — so tender that [ eat it with a
spoon — with an assertive nine-
pepper jus, made using five regional
peppers including chef Chiang’s be-
loved Sarawak pepper, long pepper
and numbing Sichuan peppers.

His menu also embraces the oft-
maligned “f” word - fusion — show-
ing how delicious it is when done
properly.

“You could be in the East, West or
somewhere in between, and | want-
ed to recreate that sensation of con-
stantly switching locations in my
food as well” he says, referring to
Belmond’s trains, which traverse
Asia, Europe and South America.

An example of this is the Laksa
Bouillabaisse, a photogenic medley
of prawns, scallops and mussels in a
classic French rouille sauce, made
with saffron, garlic and egg volk,
and amped up with local herbs and
spices.

CONTINUED on C4

travel | life | €3

Guests dine
in two
beautifully
restored
restaurant
cars (left).
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Gilded cars, gourmet meals

FROM C3

Another dish that successfully
fuses East and West is chef
Chiang’s fragrant Black Bone
Chicken Soup. Served with silky
capellini pasta and the unexpected
pinpricks of Sichuan green pepper
and pickled green chilli, it tastes
homely and elegant at the same
time.

The mapo tofu appetiser, mean-
while, is a clear crowd favourite,
with the soft, Sichuan-pepper-
spiked tofu mix creatively encased
in a crisp wafer.

In fact, almost every dish imme-
diately elicits plenty of oohs and
aahs, a feat all the more impressive
considering each was preparedina
kitchen the size of an HDB bomb
shelter while it trundles down the
rails.

“Everything is cooked with real
fire” declares the statuesque
Chiang, who, like his food, emerges
from the tiny kitchen mysteriously
crease-free and preternaturally
composed.

“What I'm trying to create is an
experience that really melts into
the environment,” he says.

Gesturing at our gilded restau-
rant car and the view outside, he
adds: “Time slows down on the
E&O. I don’t want my dishes to be
so overly complicated that they
take attention away from this.”

NEW ROUTES
AND EXPERIENCES

Constantly sated with fine food
and wine,  am tempted to spend all
my time draped across my cabin
and the Piano Bar, the heart of the
train which comes alive at sunset.

This is where, dressed in their
evening best, guests gather for
pre-dinner drinks that blur into
convivial nightcaps — entertained
with card tricks by the on-board
magician one minute and lustily
singing Beatles classics with an
effervescent, fur-swaddled chan-
teuse and their 15 new best friends
the next.

Best of all, bed is just metres
away.

[ return from my late-night
revels to discover that Mr Loh has
transformed my room into a cosy
boudoir with an inviting swaddle
of crisp sheets topped with a single
chocolate.

A lifelong restless sleeper, I fall —
with surprising swiftness — into a
deep, restoring sleep broken only
by the sun peeking through my
blinds.

We have arrived in Pahang’s
Merapoh station and it is time for
my first adventure.

I have chosen “The Spirit of the
Tiger” excursion from an array of
options, and find myself on the
back of a pickup bumping down
jungle dirt roads, the thrum of
cicadas and gibbon song in the air.

Arriving in Taman Negara
National Park, I stroll through its
treetop walk, where long-time
oguide Khairun Nizam Abdul
Rashid regales my group with tri-
via on the spectacular creatures
found here, from the shy, exqui-
sitely colourful garnet pitta bird to
the giant squirrel, which, at 80cm,
is as long as an adult arm.

We learn that the forest is full of
riches — like the soaring tualang
trees topped with honeycombs
that retail for up to RM500 (55140)
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The State cabins’ new soft furnishings are inspired by the jewel tones of coastal Penang and sieep up to two guests PHOTOS: LUDQVIC EALA‘:’

While guests are at dinner, cabins

are turned into cosy bedrooms (right).
Breakfast is typically served in

the cabin (above) and can include
everything from croissants

to mee soto.

for 2kg — but its most precious in-
habitant is the Malayan Tiger, only
150 of which remain due to poach-
ing and habitat loss.

To understand its plight, we meet
local tiger conservationists from
Malaysian Conservation Alliance
for Tigers, who share the mounting
challenges faced by these magni-
ficent felines, as well as photos
taken from their camera traps -
stunning, strangely affecting
images of the park’s wildlife, one of
which shows the elusive big cat
staring unblinkingly into the
camera.

The next day, I disembark at
Butterworth station and take a
quick ferry to Penang, where | have
signed up for a market visit and
cooking class.

After a whistle-stop tour of the
small but vibrant local market, we
drive up Penang Hill to Eythrope
House, a private residence and
hotel that is not accessible to the
public.

Offering stunning, panoramic
views of Penang’s coastline, its
terraced gardens are filled with
orchids and fragrant herbs like
cilantro, Vietnamese mint and

pegaga (a medicinal plant), which
we pick, shred and toss into local
dishes like nasi ulam (Peranakan
mixed herb rice) and pani puri, the
popular Indian street snack of
hollow dough balls filled with
diced potato, onion and chickpeas.

I can linger here indefinitely,
sipping from my flute of Umamu -
Eythrope’s sparkling wine from
Australia — and gazing at those
views, but the siren song of chilled
towels and a lavish afternoon tea
back on the E&O beckons.

On my final morning as we
slowly head back to Singapore, 1

am tempted to sleep in, but one of
my travel companions persuades
me to rise even earlier than usual to
catch the sunrise.

There is a noticeable hush in the
air as I shuffle in my robe and slip-
pers to the darkened Observation
Car, before an attentive staff mem-
ber offers me a steaming cup of tea.

The day’s oppressive heat has yet
to descend, with the sun merely a
rosy glow beyond the trees. Mist
rises from the surrounding hills
and villages, and I drink in the cool
morning air while watching the
rails slip away into the horizon,

Panoramic views from Eythrope House at the top of
Penang Hill during a day trip.

overcome by a feeling of medita-
tive peace.

My friend arrives and we sit to-
gether, watching the world slowly
wake. There is no need for words.

stlife@sph.com.sg

® The writer was hosted by Belmond.

® Shamilee Vellu is a travel and
lifestyle journalist whose work
appears worldwide in publications
such as Conde Nast Traveller,
Travel+Leisure and South China
Morning Post.

6 podcasts about the joys
and terrors of air travel

It is a nerve-racking time to be a fre-
quent flier.

Boeing, the United States-head-
quartered once-proud aircraft
manufacturer, has faced a cascad-
ing quality crisis since 2018, which
escalated in 2024 after a door panel
blew off one of its planes mid-flight,
prompting multiple investigations
by the US Federal Aviation Admin-
istration and a criminal inquiry
from the Justice Department.

Also, a New York Times investiga-
tion last summer found that under-
staffing and overscheduling led to
an alarming number of unreported
near misses on US runways

Despite this, air travel statistically
remains the safest form of mass
transit in the US, and it is worth
keeping the risks in perspective.

Some of these podcasts do just
that by exploring the true stories of
air disasters (and why they are so
rare), while others are love letters to
life in the skies, hosted by proud
aviation geeks who have travel tips,
airport reviews and nostalgic in-
dustry history to share.

BLACK BOX DOWN

Billed as “a true crime podcast in
the air”, this series (str.sg/JUDQu)
ended production last summer, but
has a back catalogue of 150 epi-
sodes, each focusing on a different
air disaster in meticulous detail.

Many of these calamities are well
known, such as the story of US Air-
ways 1549, which was landed safely
on the Hudson River by Chesley
“Sully” Sullenberger after a bird
strike knocked out its engines.

But hosts Gustavo Sorola and
Chris Demarais also cover plenty of
less well-trodden ground, and have
stories including hijackings and a
detached propeller slicing through
a plane’s hull mid-flight.

While it would seem wise for
anxious travellers to skip this show,
Black Box Down is curiously
reassuring because it highlights just
how rare these kinds of accidents
are and how many things have to go
wrong for disaster to strike.
Starter episode: Crash of the Boe-
ing 737 Max 8 (str.sg/a2v4)

THE NEXT TRIP

There is a satisfying sub-genre of
podcasts that makes you feel as if
you are eavesdropping on a conver-
sation between friends at a bar, who
also happen to be experts in their
fields.

The Next Trip (str.sg/mxyV) is a
prime example, hosted by self-
professed aviation geeks (or
“AvGeeks”™) Doug and Drew (they
do not share their last names), who
have worked for major carriers as a
pilot and an operations manager,
respectively.

Their amiable weekly conversa-
tions cover the latest aviation news
— recent subjects have included the
aborted JetBlue and Spirit merger.

Both hosts are also regular air
travellers, and they share packing
tips, review specific aircraft and air-
lines and reflect on how travel has
changed throughout these recent
years.

Starter episode:
(str.sg/fDQN)

Aviation Bill

DEEP DIVE: MH370

On March 8, 2014, Malaysia Airlines
Flight 370 took off from Kuala
Lumpur and disappeared from air
control radar 35 minutes later,
vanishing somewhere over the
Indian Ocean.

In this meticulous investigative
podcast  (www.deepdivemh370.
com), Jeff Wise, a journalist and
aviation expert, breaks down every
detail of the story alongside his co-
host, Andy Tarnoff.

Over more than 25 episodes, they
leave no stone unturned as they
explore different theories, digging
into satellite data, clues from the
search effort and the backstory of
the flight’s pilot to piece together
answers.

Starter episode: The First Vanish-
ing (str.sg/]BUjv)

LAYOVERS

Spun off in 2015 from a blog of the
same name, Layovers (www.
layovers.to) is one of the longest-
running aviation podcasts out
there. Hosts Paul Papadimitriou
and Alex Hunter both spend a lot of
time in the air (and in airport
lounges), and share a fascination
with the commercial aviation
industry.

In each episode, they talk about
their latest travels, offer insights
about different airline and aircraft
experiences and review airports
across the world.

Whether you are a fellow fre-
quent flier or just want to live vica-
riously through their travels and
rapport, it is a reliably fun listen.
Starter episode: The 747 is forever,
a London NY bridge at J[FK T8, Air
France lounge joie de vivre, 777
guillotine, the airport game (str.sg/
zxok)

BUSINESS WARS:
BOEING VS AIRBUS

Every season of this Wondery
podcast consists of several mini-
seasons, each exploring the
dynamics between two competing
brands. Over the course of seven
episodes, Boeing Vs Airbus (str.sg/
F5ie) charts how Boeing became
leader of the pack, beginning in the
1950s after a series of disasters
involving its biggest competitor,
British manufacturer de Havilland.

As Boeing continued to rise,
European rivals banded together to
create a worthy adversary in the
form of Airbus, laying the ground-
work for the duopoly that has exist-
ed ever since. Now that Boeing’s
recent string of incidents has laid

bare a culture of corner-cutting and
lax safety protocols, the dynamics
of that rivalry have shifted signi-
ficantly in Airbus’ favour, making
this exhaustive history feel all the
more vital.

Starter episode: Get Your Wings
(str.sg/aZY?2)

THE FLIGHT DECK

Produced by the Museum of Flight
in Tukwila, Washington, and based
in part around its collection,

The Flight Deck (str.sg/HUmD) is
an invaluable resource for anyone
feeling nostalgic or curious about
air travel’s past.

There are episodes exploring the
gradual decimation of legroom on
passenger flights, the chaotic ori-
gins of air traffic control and the
story of the still-unidentified flight
hijacker D.B. Cooper, plus wide-
ranging interviews with pilots, as-
tronauts, flight surgeons and more.

The podcast recently began pro-
ducing shorter seasons with speci-
fic themes — its third season, which
aired in 2023, spotlighted stories
related to lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer or guestioning
issues in aviation history.

Starter episode: Rodeo in the Sky
— Early Air Traffic Control (strsg/
zwCs) NYTIMES
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The English-
Norwegian D] aims
to release new song
every month to
stay relevant

Kenme Lam

Alan Walker is already a household
name in the electronic dance
music (EDM) scene. Yet, the hustle
does not stop for the
English-Norwegian D].

The 26-year-old tells The Straits
Times in a Zoom interview ahead
of his June 14 concert at Singapore
Expo that he has to release music
often to retain favour among
listeners. And in 2024, he has
challenged himself to deliver a new
song every month.

So far, Walker has dropped four
tracks this year — Who I Am in
January, Team Side in March, and
Unsure and Hide Away (Alan
Walker Remix) in May.

He says: "Music consumption
nowadays is so rapid, and there is
always so much new music coming
into the market that you almost
have to randomly feed your own
catalogue to stay relevant.”

The EDM sensation and produc-
er shot to fame overnight with his
biggest hit, Faded, in 2015. It
topped the Shazam Worldwide Top
100 Popular Songs in February
2016 and, a month later, became
the world’s most Shazamed song. It
is also currently the 28th most-
viewed video on YouTube with
more than 3.6 billion views.

Since then, he has churned out
four studio albums and 55 singles.
His latest album, Walkerworld, was
released in November 2023.

Besides constantly updating his
discography, Walker has found
other ways to connect with his
fans.

In mid-May, he set up WhatsApp
phone numbers for fans in
Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia
to message him. Besides
Singapore, his ongoing Walker-
world Asia Tour Ptl will make
stops in Jakarta, Macau, Kuala
Lumpur and 10 cities in India.

To date, he has received more
than 20,000 messages from those
in Singapore, and has responded to
more than 500 of them. “I think it’s
really cool, and South-east Asia is
an important market with impor-
tant fan bases,” he says.

Although he has used other
platforms to interact with
listeners, such as creating a server
on gaming-focused communica-
tions app Discord, they have not
been specific to a particular region.

Walker recently took fan engage-
ment to the next level. In a May 29
Instagram post, he described how
he flew from New York to Medan,
Indonesia, to meet a school teacher
and his class of students whose
covers of his songs went viral on
Instagram a few months ago.

During the visit, Walker not only
gifted the group with tickets to his
Jakarta show on June 8, but also
invited some of them to perform
with him onstage.

Walker has often kept fans on
their toes by springing surprises at
his concerts. During his show in
Chengdu in China in November
2023, he brought Chinese suona
player Chuanzi onstage for a
special performance of Walker’s
song The Spectre (2017).

Similarly, Hong Kong boy band
Mirror performed with Walker at
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Alan Walker last performed in Singapore at Marquee in Marina Bay Sands in September 2023. PHOTO: ALANWALKERMUSIC/INSTAGRAM

his 2023 gig in Hong Kong, as part
of his Walkerverse world tour.

To him, teaming up with local
talents in the cities he plays at
“adds deeper value for the people
who come to the shows”.

Walker previously worked with
Indonesian singer Putri Ariani on
his single, Who I Am (2024), as
well as Lay from K-pop boy band
Exo on a remix of Lay’s song Sheep
(2018). Walker adds that his “arms
are wide open” to potential
collaborations with Singaporean
artistes.

After all, Singapore is also one of
his “go-to places in the world”, he
declares. He was last in town to
perform at Marquee at Marina Bay
Sands in September 2023.

“I love the architecture,” says
Walker. “The vibe in Singapore is
really cool. It’s very different for
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me, coming from Norway.”

His Singapore concert will mostly
feature songs from his latest album
Walkerworld (2023). However, the
set list will also include tracks from
older albums such as Walkerverse
Pt.1 & I1(2022) and World Of Walker
(2021).

According to Walker, the Walker-
world Asia Tour Ptl tour is the
biggest he has embarked on to
date, capacity-wise. The Singapore
Expo venue he will play at can
accommodate up to 5,000 concert-
goers.

“I think it’s really cool that I even
have the opportunity to assemble
so many people in one place and
share the one thing we all love,
which is music.”

kenme@sph.com.sg

ALAN WALKER -
WALKERWORLD ASIA TOUR
PT.]

WHERE Singapore Expo Halls
3 & 4A,1Expo Drive

WHEN June 14, 8pm
ADMISSION $178 from Sistic
(str.sg/4G65c)
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Young international
plano talents dazzle

Young pianists (from left) Cheng Sio loi, Phoebe
Papandrea, Cai Rongzhe, Gao Jingzhi and Joseph Yourong
Cai demonstrated technical ability as well as emotional
nuance in their playing. PHOTO: ANTONIUS LAWRENCE

Chang Tou Liang

CONCERT
IN CONCERT

SEEDS OF HOPE: YOUNG INTERNATIONAL PIANISTS

Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
Lee Foundation Theatre/June 2

Ever wondered what it was like to witness Lang Lang
and Yuja Wang performing as children way before
they became global icons of classical music? The
School of Young Talents at Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts gave a glimpse of that in two concerts celebrating
its 25th anniversary.

The first featured local students including violinist
Chloe Chua, while the second highlighted five visiting
piano talents, all winners of international competitions.

The youngest was seven-year-old Joseph Yourong
Cai from Hong Kong, who opened accounts with the
first movement from Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s
Sonata In C Major (K. 330). Displaying hallmarks of
good teaching, he gave a crisp and limpid reading
which had rhythmic drive and poetry. The swift pace
was upped for Franz Schubert’s vertiginous Impromp-
tu In E Flat Major, whipped off effortlessly and
balanced by a central section of true impetuosity.

A selection of Sergei Prokofiev’s Visions Fugitives,
varied character pieces, revealed a wide range of
moods and colours. He certainly understood the
meaning of the 10th piece, described as ridiculosa-
mente (ridiculously).

Two years older was Cheng Sio loi from Macau, so
diminutive that he needed pedal extensions as both
feet could not reach the floor. That he mastered the
first eight of Frederic Chopin’s Preludes (Op. 28) was
without question. More telling was his ability to infuse
the minor key pieces (No. 2,4 and 6) with a depth of
feeling and gravitas that eludes even adults. His
approach to Nikolai Kapustin’s Toccatina was bold
and brash, but showy in the best possible way.

Ten-year-old Gao Jingzhi from China was perhaps
the first pianist to be self-aware of his virtuosity.
Sporting a hairstyle similar to Lang Lang’s, he also
exhibited some of his mannerisms without direct
imitation. His view of Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s Meditation
was somewhat prosaic, but unleashed prodigious
fingers on two Chopin Etudes — No.7 and 8 from the
Op. 10 set. These possessed pizzazz and humour to
equal degree, as did the rapid-fire repeated notes of
Moritz Moszkowski’s scintillating Caprice Espagnol.

When it came to the turn of 14-year-old Cai Rongzhe
from China, one instinctively felt the presence of a
mature performer. There was little to suggest in
Chopin’s Third Impromptu that he was not yet of age
to imbibe alcohol.

More impressive was his bracing account of Franz
Liszt transcriptions of three Franz Schubert songs. In
The Miller And The Brook, To Sing On The Water and
The Trout, melodic lines were gloriously upheld over
busy accompanying filigree. Maurice Ravel’s Scarbo
from Gaspard De La Nuit then raised the roof and
temperature of the hall.

At 17, Phoebe Papandrea from Britain is all ready for
a professional performing career. Her varied reper-
toire choices and excellence of execution all point to
that. Jean-Philippe Rameau’s Le Rappel Des Oiseaux
(The Call Of The Birds) took buoyant flight, while vio-
lent contrasts in Chopin’s Second Ballade were capped
by a furious coda. With Ravel’s Alborada Del Gracioso
and Sergei Rachmaninov’s Sixth Musical Moment
(Op.16 No. 6), she completed an evening of fine music
with the clacking of castanets and rolling thunder.

Calvin Klein names first female creative director, plans runway return

Calvin Klein, a brand that recently
made waves with an advertisement
campaign featuring American
actor Jeremy Allen White in
nothing but his underwear, is
getting a little more buttoned up.

On May 30, it announced it would
restart its high-end Collection
business under new creative direc-
tor Veronica Leoni, along with a
return to the runway — and, perhaps,
to its former position as a tentpole of
New York Fashion Week.

Leoni will be the first named
designer Calvin Klein has had in
five years and the first woman to
lead the American fashion house.
She is one of the few women to be
appointed to the top of the creative
side of a major brand in the past
year, when most of the big jobs
have been given to white men.

Her appointment reflects the
fact that jeans and influencers may
not be enough to sustain a global
name even in the era of social
media — that an actual design point
of view may be necessary.

It is also a sign of the upheaval in
the fashion world, which has had a
rash of designer appointments and
reshuffling at brands such as
Valentino, Alexander McQueen

and Moschino as the luxury
business is increasingly challenged
by the macro political and
economic environment.

Calvin Klein reported 2023 reve-
nues of US$3.9 billion (5%5.3 bil-
lion), a growth of only 3 per cent.

“We see this as an exciting
opportunity to celebrate Calvin
Klein’s return to its full expression
as a fashion brand,” said Ms Eva
Serrano, global brand president of
Calvin Klein. “The market and the
industry have changed, and the
consumer is more eclecticc. We
wanted to respond to this cultural
shift in a modern way.”

At Calvin Klein, Leoni, 41 and
[talian, will be responsible for
men’s and women’s apparel,
underwear and accessories. Her
top-line collection will inform the
broader business and its presence
on the red carpet where, aside
from dressing American basketball
player Brittney Griner and her
wife, Cherelle Griner, for the 2023
Met Gala, it has been largely
absent.

Just as it has been absent from
the New York Fashion Week
runway since 2018, when the last
creative director, Raf Simons, was

For decades,
Calvin Klein

interpreted the
bold idea of
self-expression.
| am willing to
empower it.

79

Klein has had in five years

PHOTO: COLLIER SCHORR

VERONICA LEONI (left), the
first named designer Calvin

and the first woman to lead
the American fashion house

abruptly fired after less than two
years.

Hired to jump-start Calvin Klein,
which had never regained the
aesthetic influence it had under its
founder after its sale to American
clothing company PVH in 2002,
Simons infused the brand with an
urgent, dystopian view of Ameri-
cana that enthralled the fashion
world but shocked the consumer
base — and sent the Calvin Klein
management team into a long
period of retrenchment.

Though largely unknown outside
the fashion world, Leoni brings a
sensibility of twisted romantic
minimalism born of stints at Jil
Sander, Celine under Phoebe Philo
and The Row.

In 2020, she started her own
label, Quira, which was named
after her grandmother and made
her a finalist for the 2023 LVMH
prize, the most lucrative young
designer prize in fashion. It also
made her a name often whispered
when a job opening arose.

Her most recent collection,
shown during Paris Fashion Week in
March, featured a cast of different
characters in carefully calibrated
oversized tailoring punctuated with

the occasional draped chiffon gown.
Leoni will continue to design Quira
and will split her time between
Rome and New York.

“For decades, Calvin Klein inter-
preted the bold idea of self-expres-
sion,” Leoni said in a statement. “I
am willing to empower it.”

What exactly that means will be
unveiled when her first collection
for autumn is shown in early 2025.
It will be one of the most anticipat-
ed debuts of New York Fashion
Week, which has lost many of its
once storied brands, leaving it ripe
for a defining new figure.

Ralph Lauren now shows mostly
off schedule; Oscar de la Renta no
longer shows at all. Thom Browne
splits his time between New York
and Paris; and Donna Karan has
been sold off and reinvented as a
contemporary line.

Leoni’s appointment is not the
end of the designer reshuffle.

[n Paris, the top job at Givenchy
remains open, and rumours are
strong that Hedi Slimane is planning
to leave his post at Celine. The game
of fashion musical chairs — which in
part determines what people want to
wear next, which in turn crystallises
a decade - is just heating up. NYTIMES
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LOS ANGELES - Media magnate
Rupert Murdoch (far right) has
married for the fifth time at age 93,
tying the knot with a retired
molecular biologist a quarter-
century younger than him.

Mr Murdoch and Ms Elena Zhu-
kova, 67, were wedded on June 1 at
the media mogul’s California vine-

(rending

yard and estate, called Moraga.

Photographs published in The
Sun, the British tabloid owned by
Mr Murdoch, show the couple
posing and smiling — he in a black
suit and yellow tie and she in an
off-the-shoulder white gown as
she clutched a bouquet of lilies of
the valley.

Jet-set guests at the nuptials in-
cluded Mr Robert Kraft, 82, owner
of the New England Patriots US
football team, and his wife Dana
Blumberg, 50, news reports said.

Mr Murdoch had previously been
married four times, most recently
to American model Jerry Hall, the
long-time partner of Rolling

Media mogul Rupert Murdoch,
93, marries for the fifth time

Stones frontman Mick Jagger.

His roller-coaster personal life is
often fodder for the tabloid
newspaper industry that he helped
foster on three continents.

In 2023, Mr Murdoch announced
his engagement to American
dental hygienist-turned-conserva-
tive radio host Ann Lesley Smith,
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but called off the planned nuptials
less than a month later.

Ms Zhukova emigrated to the
United States from Russia. Her
daughter, Ms Dasha Zhukova, an
arts patron and entrepreneur, was
formerly married to the Russian
oligarch Roman Abramovich.

Mr Murdoch, who has six

children, was first married to Ms
Patricia Booker, an Australian
flight attendant, whom he di-
vorced in the late 1960s.

He and his second wife, Ms Anna
Torv, a Scottish newspaper report-
er, were together more than 30
years before divorcing in 1999.

His third marriage to American
entrepreneur Wendi Deng ended
in 2013.

The Australia-born Murdoch,
whose media empire includes The
Wall Street Journal, Fox News and
other influential outlets, and his
family have a net worth of about
US$20  billion (5%27 billion),
according to Forbes.

Mr Murdoch handed over control
of his global media empire to son
Lachlan in November 2023, shift-
ing to an emeritus status. AFP

On social media

RECLUSIVE XIE SHADGUANG IS
NOW ON INSTAGRAM: Former
Mediacorp actor Xie Shaoguang
opened an Instagram account on
June 2 and has already garnered
more than 1,700 followers.

His first post was a reel of himself
with Ms lvy Low (right), the chief
of Mediacorp’s talent management
arm The Celebrity Agency. It was
captioned: “A reunion with an old
friend that feels like yesterday.”

Many local celebrities - including
actors Desmond Tan, Cynthia Koh,
Ayden Sng, Chantelle Ng, Bryan
Wong, Xiang Yun, Lin Meijiao,
Priscelia Chan and Zhang Zetong -
posted their greetings in the
comment section of Xie's post.

The public social media account
came as a surprise as the
62-year-old is known for being

reclusive.

Xie made his debut on local television
in 1989 and was regarded as one of
Singapore’s best actors.

He was the male lead in many
top-rated dramas in the 1990s, such as
The Legends Of Ji Gong (1997), where
he played the titular monk. He also
played a paraplegic doctor in the
critically acclaimed Stand By Me (1998).

The five-time Best Actor winner at the
Star Awards retired from show business
in 2005 and relocated to Malaysia.

At one time, he was an ordained
Buddhist monk. He also opened an
animal shelter and later became

a chef in a vegetarian restaurant.

His last public sighting was at a
gathering in September 2023, where
more than 70 local veteran actors and
backstage crew members reunited to
celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival.

It is unclear whether Xie has
moved back to Singapore.

PHOTO:
XIE_SHAOD_
GUANG/
INSTAGRAM

BTS’ Jin to give free hugs to fans after discharge from military

SEOQOUL - BTS’ Jin will be giving out
free hugs upon his discharge from
the South Korean military.

The South Korean singer, whose
full name is Kim Seok-jin, will com-
plete his military duty on June 12.
The oldest member of the K-pop
boy band has announced that his
first post-military discharge event
will be an in-person gathering with
fans.

All BTS members - including
J-Hope, Suga, RM, V, Jimin and
Jungkook — are serving in the
South Korean military.

According to BTS’ label BigHit
Music, Jin will attend the 2024
Festa at Seoul’s Jamsil Sports Com-
plex on June 13, which also marks
the 1ith anniversary of BTS’ debut.

The 3l-year-old star will offer

hugs to 1,000 fans, and the second
half of the event will feature seg-
ments showcasing different sides
of Jin, said BigHit on June 2.

For fans who cannot visit the
venue, the second part of the event
will be live-streamed to Army, BTS’
fandom, on South Korean fan com-
munity platform Weverse.

In addition to the physical gath-
ering on June 13, several events,
such as the streaming of previous
concerts and messages from the
seven BTS members, are planned
for the two-week festival, accord-
ing to the 2024 Festa poster that

Jin (right) of BTS will be discharged
from South Korean military on
June 12. PHOTO: JIN/INSTAGRAM
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BigHit unveiled on X.

Jin, the first BTS member to
enlist, joined the South Korean
military in December 2022 and has
been serving as an assistant
instructor at a front-line infantry
division boot camp in Yeoncheon,
Gyeonggi Province.

Meanwhile, Jungkook will be
releasing his new single Never Let

Go on June 7 through Weverse and
BTS’ official social media channels.

The track is dedicated to Army,
with a message to “never let go of
each other”, said BigHit.

It is the 26-year-old’s first solo
music since the release of his 2023
debut album Golden, which debut-
ed at No. 2 on the Billboard 200
album chart. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA

Chick-fil-A pop-up
event sold out In
90 minutes

lan Cheng

Correspondent

All slots for American fast-food restaurant Chick-fil-A’s
pop-up event in late June are sold out.

The event will take place at Esplanade Mall from June
26 to 28, from Iam to 2pm and 3 to 7pm. This marks the
first time the popular chain will set foot in Asia.

Pre-registration for the pop-up opened on June 3 at
noon. Organisers told The Straits Times that all 600
tickets were snapped up by 1.27pm.

When asked if they would look into increasing the
availability of slots following the initial success, they said:
“We are working hard to see how we can cater to more

guests and look forward to s

haring more updates soon.”

Chick-fil-A told ST it looks forward to expanding in
Europe and Asia in the near future, with plans to open
restaurants in additional international markets by 2030.
“We are heartened by the overwhelming response,” said
a spokesperson for the brand. “Through the pop-up, we
hope to gain a nuanced understanding of consumer
preferences in this region.”

The pop-up is held in partnership with local philan-
thropic organisation Community Chest (ComChest).

Those who reserved seats had to make a $10 donation
to ComChest to get a ticket, which entitles them to a
meal comprising an Original Chick-fil-A Chicken Sand-
wich, Waffle Potato Fries and a drink.

Every dollar donated will be matched by Chick-fil-A,
up to a limit of $50,000. All proceeds collected will go to

ComChest.

Organisers said that $12,000 was raised on June 3 for

ComChest.

The Original Chick-fil-A Chicken Sandwich was
developed 60 years ago by founder S. Truett Cathy. The
breaded, boneless chicken breast is pressure-cooked in
peanut oil and served on a toasted, buttery bun with
twao dill pickle chips.

The Chick-fil-A event comes on the heels of another
successful pop-up held by US cult burger chain In-N-
Out Burger on May 3L

That event at Columbus Coffee Company in Upper
Thomson saw queues forming hours before it began at

NEWS NETWORK

9am. By 10am, all 500 wristbands - one for each burger
entitlement — had been given out.

Upcoming concerts

Taiwanese rock
band Mayday,
consisting of
(from far left)
guitarist Stone,
drummer Guan

Ashin, bassist
Masa and

during a concert
in Kaohsiung in
March 2024.
PHOTO: MAYDAY/
FACEBOOK

Mayday’s National Stadium
gig In January 2025

Benson Ang
Lifestyle Correspondent

As promised, Mayday will be back
for two concerts at the National Sta-
dium in 2025, on Jan 11 and 12.

The Taiwanese rock band last
performed two shows at the same
venue in January 2024, as part of
their Nowhere Re: Live 2024
Singapore tour.

Lead vocalist Ashin revealed on
stage then that when the group
were given the choice to stage their
Nowhere or 25th anniversary #5525
Live Tour show in Singapore, they
picked the former so they would
have another reason to return.

He added: “The next time we
come here, we will be celebrating a
new birthday”

The #5525 Live Tour comme-

morates the quintet’s 25 years in
show business, marked by their :
debut album, Mayday’s First Album

Pop act 'Take That return in October

bassist Masa, drummer Guan You :

(1999). The band comprise Ashin,

and guitarists Stone and Monster.

Mayday’s tour kicked off on :
Dec 31, 2023, in Taichung and has :
travelled to Kaohsiung, Hong Kong

and Beijing so far.

The set list includes hits such as
OAOA (2011), Sun Wu Kong (2004) :
: Love (1996), the boy band now per-

The tour has also featured several :
guest stars, such as Taiwanese :
singer Cheer Chen in Beijing, Chi- :
nese singer Della Ding Dang in Tai- :
chung and Taiwanese boy band :
Energy in both Hong Kong and :
: via Sistic (www.sistic.com.sg) on
Ticketing details to the upcoming :

Singapore gigs have not been : other details have not been released.

and Song Of Battle (2013).

Beijing.

released.

: British singer-songwriter Thom
: Yorke, best known as the frontman
. of alternative rock band Radio-
. head, is set to play a solo show for
: the first time in Singapore at The
: Star Theatre on Nov 5.

The 55-year-old will be perform-

. ing songs from his long career

dating back to the early 1990s.

He wrote on his social media
platforms that he will be “alone on
stage trying a new kind of solo

i show thing playing versions of
: songs from my recent and not so
¢ recent past”.

November date for
Radiohead singer

You, lead vocalist :

‘Thom Yorkes show

guitarist Monster :

. Eddino Abdul Hadi
Music Correspondent

The tour includes stops in
Australia, Japan and New Zealand.
Fan club pre-sales start on June 5,
while general ticket sales start on
June 6. Sign up for Radiohead fan
club w.a.s.t.e at str.sg/3ABjg. Tick-
ets are priced from $98 to $248.

Yorke has released nine albums
with Radiohead, including their
1993 debut Pablo Honey and their
most recent release, A Moon
Shaped Pool, in 2016.

He has released three solo al-
bums: The Eraser (2006), Tomor-
rows Modern Boxes (2014) and
Anima (2019).

In 2013, he released an album,
Amok, with Atoms For Peace, an
alternative rock band that also

To be staged at The Star Theatre,
the concert will be British singer
and songwriter Thom Yorke's first
solo show in Singapore.
PHOTO: MICHAEL AVEDON

include Radiohead producer Nigel
Godrich and American rock band
Red Hot Chili Peppers’ bassist Flea.

Yorke has released two albums, A
Light For Attracting Attention
(2022) and Wall Of Eyes (2024),
with The Smile, an alternative rock
band that also comprise Radio-
heads lead guitarist and key-

THOM YORKE: SOLO

WHERE The Star Theatre,

04-01 The Star Performing Arts
Centre, 1Vista Exchange

WHEN Nov 5, 8pm

ADMISSION Tickets from

$98 to $248 via Ticketmaster
(go to ticketmaster.sg or call
3158-8588). Fan club pre-sales
start on June 5, 10am. General
sales start on June 6, 10am

boardist Jonny Greenwood.

Yorke has worked on several film
soundtracks, including the horror
film Suspiria (2018) and Italian
drama Confidenza (2024).

He has also collaborated on
songs by various artistes, including
British singer-songwriter P|] Har-
vey and Icelandic icon Bjork.

British pop act Take That will be
back in Singapore to perform at
The Star Theatre on Oct 28.

Best known for hits from the
1990s such as Pray (1993), Back For
Good (1995) and How Deep Is Your

form as a trio comprising founding
members Gary Barlow, 53, Howard
Donald, 56, and Mark Owen, 52.
LAMC and British Chamber of
Commerce pre-sales start on June 5
at 10am. General tickets go on sale

June 7 at 10am. Ticket prices and

Take That’s current This Life On

Tour is named after This Life, their
ninth album released in late 2023.
The record went to No. 1in Britain,

British group
Take That
members

(far from left)
Howard Donald,
Gary Barlow and
Mark Owen.
PHOTO: TAKE
THAT/FACEBOOK

Scotland and Ireland. The tour in-
cludes dates in Indonesia, Taiwan,
Japan, Europe and Australia.

The group last performed in Sin-
gapore in 2016 at Sentosa, a show
that was part of golf event HSBC
Women’s Champions.

They played their first show here
at the Singapore Indoor Stadium in
1995.

Take That formed in 1990 as a
quintet that also included former
members Robbie Williams, 50, and
Jason Orange, 53. They went on to
become one of Britain’s most suc-
cessful boy bands, with all nine al-
bums hitting No.1in the UK charts.

They split up in 1996 and re-
formed in 2005 as a quartet with
Barlow, Donald, Orange and Owen.
Williams briefly reunited with the
group in 2010. Both he and Orange
left the group in 2014.

Eddino Abdul Hadi
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i Edition (Cul) _ i 4.00 The Way To Happiness (PG) (D) ©AM ’ s hq': J::;“”gﬂ;";ﬁ%’. 4 1an'
: 10.00 Faith In Humanity Restored (PG13) : 5.00 Moon Fairy (PG) (D) ! 9.00 Super Samayal 2 (IE) : : _ : E';? s T.ﬂ war
o p——— ot e | G odench aretar S on T
: 10.20 So Help Me Todd (PG) (CC) (D : CHANNEL U . : s LUl LUre; :
! 1110 Cobra: Rebellion 3 (PG13) (D)~} woerososossoemmmeeoesessesommesesesssesesesenesessscsn e UL S (E)} " : b:Drama; IE: info-Ed; M: Movies; . UFM100.3
: AM : PM ! 11.00 Galatta Samayal (CC) (IE) . P: Pre-school; PG: Parental Guidance;
: 12.00 Sunny Side Up (PG) (CC) (D) ! 300 Just Eat 2 (IE) . PM . R:Repeat; 5: Schoolkids; ; g';:ﬂ S
: 12.30 FBI 4 (PG13) (CC) (D) : 4,00 Cooking For A Cause (CC) (IE) : 12.00 Cocktail (PG) (M) : SC: Sitcom; V: Variety e @b Lime
i 1.30 America's Got Talent 17 (PG) (V) : 500 Never Twice (PG) (CC) (D) : 3.00 Nerukku Naer 2 (PG) (CC) (IE) i _ _ B T e I e e
: 2.30 MasterChef Australia Dessert : 6.00 My Lovely Bodyguard (PG) (CC) (D) : 4.00 Vaaitha (PG) (CC) (M) . Telecast details from Mediacorp, : 10.00 Lively Lite With Kemin
: Masters (PG) (V) : 7.00 Home For Summer (PG) (CC) (D) : 6.30 Ninaivil Nindravai (V) . StarHub and Singtel TV. For pay TV § Tﬂ Toa Wi i
: 3.30 Arts 21 (PG) (Cul) i 9.00 The River Of Adventure (CC) (IE) ! 7.00 Anjaraipetti 9 (PG) (CC) (IE) . updates, go to www.starhub.com/tv : }iﬂﬂ fa L"‘"ih 2‘ gﬂu‘"th et
: 4.00 Wheel Of Fortune 40 (V) : 10.00 Love On A Shoestring (PG13) (CC) : 8.00 Manmadha Bullets (PG) (CC) (D)  : or www.singteltv.com.sg. Brpstebiitadritiat b
: 4.30 The Chefs' Line 2 (PG (IE) : (D) : 8.30 Tamil Seithi (News) : For streaming updates, go to : 800 Singing With The Stars With Xirin
: 5.00 Clean It, Fix It 3 (IE) : 11.00 News Tonight (News) : 9.00 Veerasingam (PG) (CC) (D) : flixpatrol.com/top10/netflix/singapore s A
: i 11.30 The River Of Adventure (CC) (IE) : 9.30 Oru Naal Koothu (CC) (V) . or www.viu.com/ott/sg. 96.3 HAO FM
. i. P Showing on : 6.00 Morning Drive Time With
" ‘.*_ . - s Netflix, Crew Jingyun, Deming Anleieqi
- - stars Tabu, lg.‘ﬂﬂ Lunch Break With Anna
| Earponakipnor  1.00 Best Of 80s And 90s
Khan and Kriti : 4,00 Evening Drive Time With Liyi
Sanon. PHOTO: - And Guoxian
NETFLIX_IN/ 8.00 Night Time With 963
INSTAGRAM ;
> : STARHUB TV : 1.45 Nigella's Cook, Eat, Repeat : SINGTELTV : AXN (HD) (CHANNEL 304) (D : NETFLIX
|_ : HUB E CITY (CHANNEL 825) i 2.20 Rachel Khod's Chocolat : CARTOON NETWORK (HD) e e e G e L e
I S P . : 315 Junior Bake Off 8 | (CHANNEL 226) . AM —— : TOP 10 MOVIES
Lol AM : 410 Your Home, Made Perfect 3 e b b e SR . 6.00 CSl: Vegas 2 = | LAtlas
- 6.00 You Are My Glory i 5.0 Rachel Khoo's Chocolat ©AM ¢ 6.50 Blue Bloods 14 =T : 2 Godzilla Minus One
: 7.00 Bad And Crazy : 6.00 MasterChef: The Professionals 14 ! 6.00 Grizzy And The Lemmings : 7.35 Rookie Blue 5 LyJ : 3 Colors Of Evil: Red
m : 8.30 The Way To Happiness : 7.00 Gino’s Italy: Secrets Of The South i 7.00 The Tom And Jerry Show : 8.25 C5l: Miami 8 oY : 4. Crew
{ : 9.30 Hello, Saturday : 7.25 Jamie Oliver: Cooking For Less : 7.25 Tom And Jerry : 915 American Ninja Warrior 13 — : 2. Mama ‘
- 11.30 Hot Door Night 26 : 8.20 Junior Bake Off 8 { 7.30 Tom And Jerry - The Movie : 10.10 Blue Bloods 14 wd : 6. To Catch a Killer
O M : 915 Grand Designs 20 | 5.00 Teen Titans Col 11,00 The Blacklist 10 . 7. Agak Laen
© 12.30 Ratman To The Rescue : 10.10 Jamie Oliver: Cooking For Less ! 9.35 Looney Tunes Cartoons : 11.50 Rookie Blue 5 ; : 8.The Eagle
: 1.30 Bad And Crazy 1 11.05 Gino's Italy: Secrets Of The South ' 10.00 Mr Bean: The Animated Series : PM : 9. Bionic
: 3.00 iWalker/4.00 China: Your Home Away : 11.35 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond ! 10.30 We Bare Baars : 12.45 American Ninja Warrior 13 5 : 10. Night Of Hell
: 5.00 Ratman To The Rescue : The Lobby 5 ! 1100 Craig Of The Creek : 1.40 CSk Miami 8 :
: 6.00 The Way To Happiness © 11.35 Unikitty : 2.30 The Blacklist 10 : TOP1OTVSHOWS
: 7.00 Hot Door Night 26 : HUB SPORTS 1(CHANNEL 201) : pmM . 3.20 Rookie Blue 5 : 1. Dancing For The Devil:
: 8.00 Ride The Wind 2024 § et 12,00 Mechamato . 4.15 Blue Bloods 14 | : The 7M TikTok Cult
: 10.00 Ordinary Greatness :AM i 12.30 Clarence i 510 American Ninja Warrior 13 : : 2.Demon Slayer: Kimetsu No Yaiba
: 11.00 Hot Door Night 26 i 6.00 Tennis: Hologic WTA All Access 2024 : 1.00 Teen Titans Go! : 6.05 FBI: Most Wanted 5 : . 3. Eric _ _
: : 6.30 Snooker: Cazoo World Snooker : 1.35 Lamput . 700 C5k: Vegas 2 : . 4. Korean Fried Chicken Rhapsody
: BBC EARTH (CHANNEL 407) : Championship 2024: Round 2-19 : 2.00 The Tom And Jerry Show : 7.55 The Blacklist 10 : 5.The 8 Show )
............................................................ {JDE' O'Connor Vs K‘}l’rE'I'l WHSCIH:I 2.25 Tom And -IEFrfl" 8.50 Rookie Blue 5 6. The At:fp—!ﬂﬂ' FEI'I‘H'}I’
: AM : 8.30 Basketball: NBA Playoffs 2024: : 2.30 Tom And Jerry - The Movie . 945FBI 6 : 7.Geek Girl
: 6.00 Food Factory 3 i WCFG7: Dallas Mavericks Vs Minnesota ! 4.00 Looney Tunes Cartoons : 10.40 Unforgettable 3 : 8. Bridgerton _
: 6.30 Blue Planet 2 { Timberwolves ! 4.30 Lamput . M.35FBI6 : 9.That Time | Got Reincarnated
: 7.30 South Korea With Alexander : 11.00 Magazine Show: Mass Participation : 5.00 Teen Titans Go! : : As A E_I_;rne
: Armstrong : 2024: Trail Menorca : 5.35 We Bare Bears i E-LE {HD] (CHANNEL 501) : 10. Kaiju No. 8
: 8.20 Food Factory 5 ¢ 1.30 Snooker: Cazoo World Snooker : 6.00 Craig Of The Creek ok etk b :
: 9,15 Blue Planet 2 : Championship 2024: Round 2-19* i 6.35 Unikitty . AM : i
: 1010 Engineering Reborn : {Joe O'Connor Vs Kyren Wilson) : 7.00 Mechamato : 6.00 My Superhero : VIU
: 11.00 Cheetah Family & Me . PM ! 7.30 Clarence : 7.00 Sword And Fairy :
: PM ¢ 100 Snooker: Cazoo World Snooker : 8.00 Teen Titans Go! . 8.00 Enemies From The Past : 1. Lovely Runner
! 12.00 South Korea With Alexander ! Championship 2024: Round 2-20 : 8.35 Mr Bean: The Animated Series : 9,30 Come Home Love: Lo And Behold : 2. Joy Of Life 2
i Armstrong : (John Higgins Vs Mark Allen) : 9.00 Lego Dreamzzz : 10.00 My Superhero : 3. Missing Crown Prince
: 12.50 Food Factory 5 : 5.00 Snooker: Cazoo World Snooker i 9.25 Chowder : 11.00 A Dream Of Splendor ¢ 4. 5Suji & Uri
: 1.45 Blue Planet 2 : Championship 2024: Round 2-20* ' 10.00 Steven Universe . PM : 5. Beauty And Mr Romantic
: 2.40 Engineering Reborn : (John Higgins Vs Mark Allen) : 11.00 Regular Show i 12.00 Three-Body : 6.The Legend Of Shen Li

: 7. The Midnight Romance In Hagwon
: 8. The Two Sisters

: 9. What's Wrong With Secretary Kim?
: 10. The Escape Of The Seven:

: Resurrection

: 3.30 Cheetah Family & Me : 7.00 Magazine Show: Wanda Diamond
: 4.30 Food Factory 5 : League 2024 Highlights: Stockholm

: 5.25 Blue Planet 2 ¢ [Sweden)

: 6.20 Engineering Reborn : 8.00 Magazine Show: Foul Play

: 710 Food Factory 6 : 8.30 Other Sports: ASO Marathon

- 8.05 Eden: Untamed Planet : Programming 2024: Zuruch Marato

: 9,00 Martin Clunes: Islands Of : Barcelona

. The Pacific 2/9.55 Australia's Sleep : 9.00 Other Sports: Wanda Diamond

: Revolution With Michael Mosley ¢ League 2024: Xiamen (China)

. 10.55 Running Wild With Bear Grylls 4 : 1.00 Magazine Show: Wanda Diamond
: 1145 Eden: Untamed Planet i League 2024 Highlights: Xiamen [China)

: : AM

: BBC LIFESTYLE (CHANNEL 432) : 12.00 Tennis: Billie Jean King Cup

E ieimeceesmssssemsessiemmsrmnmsienssmesenneseeemmenesee 2 QUBNIfIETS By Gainbridge 2024

: AM ¢ France Vs Grleat Britain Day 1 | .

: 6.00 MasterChef: The Professionals 14 : 3.00 Magazine Show: Mass Participation

. 7.00 Junior Bake Dff 8 : 2024: Le Marathon Des Sables

: 7.50 Nigella's Cook, Eat, Repeat i 3.30 Motor Racing: FIA World Cup For
: 8.25 Your Home, Made Perfect 3 : Cross-Country Bajas 2024: Saudi Baja Hail :
* 9.25 Rachel Khoo's Chocolat : 4,00 Other Sports: UCI Cycling World :

: 1015 MasterChef: The Professionals 14 : Championships 2024: BMX Racing World

: 1115 Nigella's Cook, Eat, Repeat : Championships Highlights
: 11.50 Junior Bake Off 8 1 5.00 Snooker: Cazoo World Snooker

: PM : Championship 2024: Round 2-21
: 12.45 Your Home, Made Perfect 3 i (Judd Trump Vs Tom Ford

: 1.00 Bright Eyes In The Dark

: 2.00 Dream Home 9

. 4.00 The Secret House

. 5.30 Sword And Fairy

: 6.30 Come Home Love: Lo And Behold
: 7.00 A Dream Of Splendor

: 8.00 Sword And Fairy

: 8.50 The Secret House

: 10.10 Bright Eyes In The Dark

: 11.00 Three-Body
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BUY IT.
SELLIT. FIND IT.

CALL NOW

6239-99338

www.sphclass.com.sg

Legal Services H

40 YRS EXP Wills, LPA, Family
& Probate, Court cases, POA,
Notary. 67431904 [ 87823131

Club
Memberships

TEE-UP9T605080 FION
teeup@singnet.com.sg
SICC 335k TMCC 213k Laguna
145k Sentosa 500k Seletar
69k OCC / Warren 22k Keppel
11.5k Changi 9.5k One 15/Tower
1k 5EE!¥E 12k SGCC/British
11k Polo/ Pines/ Dutch 6k
Cricket 22k American 160k

CSC/RSYC 8k
R.Marina /Palm Resort 3k

SINGOLF.COM TEL:97377650
SICC 5330K, TMCC S220K, -
SENTOSA S$S495K, LAGUNA -
5145K, SELETAR, WARREN,
TMCC CORPORATE 5230K

ACTIVE GOLF 96369950 SICC
5330k, TMCC 5215k, Sentosa
$500k, Laguna $145k,Seletar
STOk,OCC/WarrenS22k
Keppel Sk, SRC, American

Electrical E

POWER FAILURE FREE Check!
Repair Install / Water Heater

All Electric work Lic: 814528
LED Light & Fan. 6483 7845

QUALIFIED ELECT Contractor
Experienced Licenced Elec-
trician 26391853 (7/0814286)

Gardening/
Landscapin
ALWAYS CALL S5AM 92382931

Grass/ Tree cutting & turfing
& transport. Free quotation.

Announcements

A Grey white, male, Shih Tzu
call SPCA 6287 5355.

Interior Design/
Renovation

SEEPAGE PROFESSIONAL

PAIR leaks from ceiling, wall,
toilet. No hacking.9328 5959

RE-

Home
Furnishings/
Fittings

LUCKY ALUMINIUM WORKS

Factory price window & grille
5180 TL Dr 90698871 Henry

AUTO GATE/ AWNING/ Railing
HDB Gate/ Aluminium Work/
Toilet Door. 94593613 Tan

Pest Control M

ASIA PEST EXTERMINATOR.
Specialist Since 1973. No GST
Tel: 68412023 [/ 8339 2514

Plumbing ¥

CHOKAGE/ LEAKAGE/ INSTALL
/ Repair & All Plumbing Svcs
Rubbish Chute. (ws15092011)
Good$ Meiling St 6479-7507

Domestic Help
Available

**  OCALS/MYANMAR HOURLY
HELPER. Well trained, legal,
diligent, insured. 81013292

Business
Accounting/
Secretarial Services
ACCOUNTS, AUDIT, TAX, Sec-

retarial & Incorporation svcs.
Affordable fees. 6336-4889

Business
Opportunities -
General

OFFICE/HOME
KEY PHONE
SYSTEM

fr.$1288

Incl Installation  § =

TEL: 64822879

Stalls for Rent/
Sale

STALL FOR RENT @ Bt Merah/
Tai Senqg. Suits Western, noo-
dle, Indian, Others 92295237

BMW For Sale E

REPOSSESSED 09/2010
SMWI1705T B.M.W. 5231 25 AT

Highest Call 64663808

Volkswagen
For Sale

AUCTION SALE CLOSING &Jun
2024. Volkswagen Scirocco
1.4L AT TSI 1372Q5 (COE ex-
piry Feb 2030). Sold on 'As is

where is' cond. T&Cs Apply.
Call 64532121 / WA B6112121

Vehicles For Hire H

DAILY/ WEEKLY/ MONTHLY
Van/ 10/ 14/ 24ft Lorry for
Rent. Special Offer! WCEGA
Piz #03-18. Call: 64695691

JURONG AREA. TRUCKS with/

w/o canopy, Van. Long/short
term. 28 Benoi Pl. 68634186

Car Financing/
Insurance

100% LOAN FOR COE. Special
rate: in house [/ direct bank.
One stop service! 97272658
/ 64695691 Thiam Heng

Scrap Vehicles 5

INSTANT CASH FOR All types
of cars, lorries and vans. No
obligations, call 9009-8718

HIGHEST CASH OFFER for all
scrap/ export/ used & com-
mercial vehicle. 9661 8888

Motorcycdles/
Scooters

AUCTION

SALE
4June '24 FBN2044M Honda
CRFI000A (COE Expire Aug
'28). Sold on 'As is where is’

CLOSING

cond. T&Cs Apply. Call

64532121 / WA 86112121

D04

SENTOSA/

TELOK BLANGAH
HOUSES FOR SALE

L] . '_‘_ 3
STEVE TAY STRE Modern Villa
with berth and lift. L8200,
B8000 sqft. 2.5sty, 6 bdrms.
Beautiful. $18M! 96307741

D05
PASIR PANJANG/ WEST COAST/
CLEMENTI TOWN

HOUSES FOR SALE

Huttons

The Agency of Cholce

Don't Miss

BELOW BANK VALUE. F'hold
Designer new detached TOP,
Faber Drive, 6 bdrm+ ensuite
Pool+lift. Nan Hua. 91682274

D10

BUKIT TIMAH/
HOLLAND RD/ TANGLIN
HOUSES FOR SALE

HﬁITE HOUSE PARK 15DRGI
18000 sf. Beautiful modern
hse. Just TOP, best layout,
quality finish. Park 8 cars.
sole agt 94567348 Newsman

D10

BUKIT TIMAH/
HOLLAND RD/TANGLIN
HOUSES FOR SALE

HOLLAND PARK 21800 sqft.
Beautiful rectangular land
for rebuild. Charming house,
easy access. Only $2200psf
yet neqg 94567348 Newsman

STEVE TAY 5TRE Rare elevat-
ed GCB @ Namly. Wide front.
Unblock greenery L14000 sf/
B7000. Dont miss! 96307741

STEVE TAY STRE GCB unblock
greenery! Regular elevated
plots. Rebuild/ reno 10000 -
30000sf land avail.96307741

JALAN SAMPURNA 8900 sqft.
2-sty old hse. Beautiful, ele-
vated land. Panoramic view,
quiet. 94567348 Sole Agent

NASSIM ALMOST 30000 sqft
Elevated land, quiet. Only
53300 psf yet neq. Joanne
93835025 sole agt Newsman

D11

NEWTON/ NOVENA
HOUSES FOR SALE

OPEN HOUSE BY Appointment
Just TOP! Chee Hoon Ave
L15499/26000 sf Brand new,
best layout. 12 car lots, huge
gdn, $53M. Near Botanic Gdn
Joanne 93839025 Newsman

HARLYN RD 5600/ 7700 sf.
Beautiful elevated land, park
6 cars. Good layout, $17.8M.
94567348 sole agt Newsman

D19

SERANGOON GDN/ HOUGANG/
SENGKANG/ PUNGGOL
HOUSES FOR SALE

RE

STEVE TAY REAL ESTATE

S'GOON GDNS 2630/54005F
2sty + Basement + Attic. 12m
Pool. TOP in 2015. 5+1 rms.
$6.2m up. Cheong 98379888

D07

ROCHOR/ BUGIS/
BEACH RD

PTE APTS FOR SALE

CONCOURSE SKYLINE
@ BEACH ROAD

« Apt type: 1 Bedroom [ 1 + Study /
2+ Study / 4 + Study

« Area: 818/ 1,087/ 1,42/ 2,142 5q
* Price: from $1.6x Million upwards

+ Selling with Tenancy f Vaca nt
possession

Hong Fok Land Ltd gt
Tel: 6390 2487/ 6292 8181

D08
LITTLE INDIA
PTE APTS FOR SALE

AUCTION 20/é. DICKSON Rd
off Jin Besar walk up apt#02
est 947sf L999yr. Little India
MRT. $51.3xM. 93879668 KF

D09
ORCHARD/ CAIRNHILL
PTE APTS FOR SALE

V.VERY CHEAP 3BDRM F'hold
gd layout. High fir/ ceiling ht
High resale gain/ value [ rent
V. Serious seller. 93699859.

D10

BUKIT TIMAH/
HOLLAND RD/ TANGLIN
PTE APTS FOR SALE

THE GRANGE BEST Stack
2300 sqgft 4 rms. High Flir.
Nice View/MRT. H 96783035

CALL 6289 9988
ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

Classifieds

D26

UPP THOMSON/
SPRINGLEAF/ LENTOR
HOUSES FOR RENT

BEAUTIFUL RESORT STYLE

Lentor Semi-D. F/furn. 7 rms
with pool. Owner 9029-7552

D09
ORCHARD/ CAIRNHILL
PTE APTS FOR RENT

SCOTTS SQUARE 1-BR for rent.
Immediate Or Sale. High fir
Good Facing. Priced to deal.
Call Owner 6737 0044

PRIVATE APTS WANTED
(RENT/ BUY)

ALL AREAS. ANY condition all
types of property. Pte/ HDB.
Owners call 9005 7801 Ram

i

HDB/ HUDC APTS WANTED
(RENT/ BUY)

L
L

HOUSE OWNER SELLING or
renting out? Ready to serve,
20 yrs experience, Licence
agt Jenny 93867331 Propnex

FACTORY/ INDUSTRIAL
SPACE FOR RENT

|

sf. Open/covered, 8-30 tons
overhead crane/ ramp-up/
recycle. Pls call 90042367

FACTORY/ INDUSTRIAL
SPACE FOR SALE

P ¥ Knight
B 4aFrank

Bank's Sale

AUCTION 20/6. PLATINUM @&
Pioneer 3sty B2 terr, lift, 9m
high, 6544sf bal 20yrs dorm
own carpk $2.XM 93879668

L

TAISENG FREEHOLD LIGHT In-
dustrial building Land appx
39000ft / build up 110K sqgft
Agent OTT Lamhh 91016433

=Bl B1 FACTORY URA Land
Bal 35yrs Land 22k/ GFA 45k
Tel : 83382283 / 93373217

SHOP SPACE
FOR RENT

TUAS KOPITIAM, MINI-MART,
phone/barber shop, warehse.
Mear many factories & dorm

with 20K workers. Agt wel-
come. Call owner 91058518

;

SULTAN PLAZA #03 Ti6sgm,
Shop/ Office/ All Trades.
MRT VTO HP/SMS: 91261988

BLK 10 HAIG Road shophouse
for rent. 800sf below/ 3rms
upstairs. Call 80143786

SHOP SPACE
FOR SALE

RARE! KING GEORGE'S Ave
Freehold. Grd floor & level 2
2,282 sf. S4.XM. Don't miss.
shannon Ling 92768768 PN

L

RARE 3-LEVELS APPROVED FH

F&B in Dist 1! Very well reno-
vated unit! One of the best

buy! Jonathan 93630818

WAREHOUSES/ STORAGE
SPACE FOR RENT

BUKIT BATOK WAREHOUSE
16Ksf. Ground Floor Available
Call 93221810

L

YOU'RE
DEFT AT
AVOIDING
ROADBLOCKS

Avail yourself
to jobs befitting your
skills and strengths.

Tlobs

IClassifieds

BUY IT « SELL IT = FIND IT



Executive Appointments 6289-8822 |

Professionals/
Executives

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2024 | THE STRAITS TIMES

TTobs

Professionals/
Executives

WALK-IN CAREER FAIR @ CERTIS EAST COAST

206 Bedok South Avenue 15

ingapore 469334 (Gate B)

5th June 2024 (Wednesday) | 10am to 5pm

Postions Available:
s HR Specialist

s ICT Executive « Admin

Service Executive

Requirements: Singaporean only

For more
positions
and Pre-Event |

Registration, .o

Ml BN Scan Here ‘-'!

o Finance Executive

cum Customer

SALARY

Range from

$2,400*
o

Nursing/
Health Care

Nursing/
Health Care

PEOPLE MAKE PLACES

1. Patient Transfer Porter (*$2150)
Part Time (Flexible work day)
2. Trolley Delivery Assistant (*$2000)
3. Ambulance Driver (*$2200)
* Gross up fo & Inclusive of Joining bonus

Singapore General Hospital / Contact 9128 0037

(?am-5pm, Monday-Friday)

AWS on
Anniversary

Year
*T & C APPLIES

Lecturing/
Teachin

KOVAN TUITION CTR. Relief
Tutor (2 months). 2 days per
week. Teach Pri/ Sec Math.
S'porean only. Training pro-
vided. Message: 93805070

Nursing/
Health Care

CLINIC AT HOUGANG Central
requires Full/Part-Time Clinic
Assistant. Call: 6881 2389

Sales M

MAID AGENCY NEEDS Sales
Staff. CEl preferred. Tel
9627 1191 (03C4432)

Call Centres/
Telemarketin

LOOKING
telemarketers! Call 63713963

FOR PART-TIME

Call the list of leads and fix
up appointment, training and
additional Incentive provided

EXPERIENCED TELEMARKETER
MON-FRI 10am-3pm (Flexible)

S12/hour. S'poreans only
Whatsapp Jensen 83826148

TELEMARKETER 510-515 P/HR.
Toa Payoh near MRT & bus
terminal. Lincoln @ 90661713

Hotel/
Restaurant/
Lounge

COUNTER CREW NEEDED at
Bugis, 6-7hrs at $12-515 p/hr,
meal provided. 9881 6696

Administrative/
Clerical

ACCOUNTS CuM
ADMIN ASSISTANT
* 5 days. 8am to 6pm
« Salary 52000
« North Area
= Start work immediate
Email CV to
hr_cfspl@yahoo.com

HR ADMIN.AT LEAST 2 years
HR experience.Familiar with
MOM regulations.Preferable
experience in the Service
Line Industry Interested Call:
67490128

ADMIN ASSIST REQD at Ubi
area. 5 days work/wk. No exp
needed but regd basic com-
puter skills. Call 68441345

CAR DEALER REQUIRES Expe-
rienced Admin at Bt Batok &
Balestier. Call 62503339/ e-
mail: edmundevr@gmail.com

PERFORM ADMIN FUNCTION,
accounts receivable, info@
soyee.com.sg. Tel 6294 4233

Accountin
Bookkeepin

ACCOUNTS CLERK @ UBI
Techpark / 5 days" work LCCI

Cert experience in autocount
Call 67490128

NEED ACCOUNT / Admin, able
to start immed, please call
9627 1191 (03C4432)

CALL 6289 9988
ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

Classifieds

Human
Resources

A well-established nursing
home has vacancy for:

* 5 years experience

* Salary $4000-55000 p/mth

* Singaporeans only

Please email to:
ang@tonglee.com.sg

HR EXECUTIVE MIN 2 yrs exp.
Training provided. Fr $2500
gd starting pay+bonus. Walk-
in interview 625 Aljunied
Road #07-05 (9am - 5.30pm)
WhatsApp: 98598137

General
Production/
Operators

Production}
Workers
2. QC

+ Singaporeans are welcome '
| Interested, please call

526 1 101 0 or walk-In
37 Quakty Rd, S'pore 618808
(Boon Lay Interchange, take bus Edﬁ'

Alight at the 4™ bus stop)
L T

OPERATOR/ PACKER RE-
QUIRED for laundry co. at

Clementi. Start immed. Call
6TTTTI927

AMK MALE/ FEMALE Operator
Ist 570, 2nd 575, 3rd $80
Call 62416466/ 93852919

JURONG FORKLIFT B8AM-6PM
5105. Changi general worker
Bam-5.15pm S110. 90091844

Warehousing/
Inventory/
Logistics

PENJURU AND WOODLANDS
Store. Normal & Night shift.
5-day. 90076336/64688325

Security M

IMMEDIATE VACANCIES
SECURITY OFFICER
# SIME! 4 HAVELOCK

¢ POTONG PASIR # PASIR RIS
¢ SENGKANG EAST # TUAS
Kk $2700-53260 *k*

Daily cash can be arranged

Call 91854197
= 96803477 / 67343179

DAY & NIGHT 50 & 555 at

Marina Bay/ Buona Vista/
Raffles Pl WhatsApp 91393211

DAY SSS/ S0. Up to 53650/
52750. Office Building at
Tanjong Pagar. call 81016955

SS FROM $3500. S0 fr S2800.
Near Novena/Caldecott MRT.
SIK joining bonus. 80208213

Cleaners ﬁ

General

Office Cleaner
@ Great World City
* 5 Days, Bam to Spm
* Salary S1800
= 91747838

CLEANER
Holland hllagln‘aja' Lakesdde/ Telok Ayer/
Taiseng! Caldecott / Tanjong Pagar

SDAYS)CLEANER

Marine Parade/ Eh Hall! AME/ Jurong
TOILETACLEANER

Rl
call 62805314

Cleaners E

% 5500 JOINING BONUS *
CONDO BLOCK CLEANER
{NO TOILET)

- $1600 (July 1750) / $60 per
day (Every Friday pay)

* Ham to S5pm

» Marina Parade Siglap/ Bedok/
Orchard/Bukit Timah/ Newton

Call 63399747 [ 63346559
(NO AGENT PLEASE)
Interview at:
#05-44 Peninsula Plaza

PUBLIC AREA CLEANER @
ORCHARD ROAD
SALARY UP TO 51800/
6DAYS WORK
S8AMTOS5 PM
Call 69581599

CONDOMINIUM CLEANER @&
Pasir Ris, Flora Rd, Punggol,
Tanah Merah, Bukit Batok,
Chua Chu Kang. 1) Rubbish
Collector/ Floater 2) Compo-
und/Carpark 3)Block Cleaner
Weekly/ Daily Cash Pay avail.
s'porean only. Call 98817575

HOTEL CLEANERS NEAR MRET
@ QOrchard Areas / Marina Sq
7Tam-3pm/8am-d4pm/2-
10pm/3pm-1lpm/11pm-7am
Salary S1700-51900, 5 or 6
days, meal provided Call
67490128

CLEANERS NEEDED URGENTLY
at Mandai Depot. 5.5 days.
Transport provided at Khatib
MRT. Singaporeans only.
H/p: 98585851 (Mr Azmi)

FULL TIME CLEANER. Yishun /
Sembawang / Woodlands.
Salary 51740 - 52100, Join In
Bonus. 7am to 4dpm, 5.5 days
week. 97582800/ 96481800

CONDO CLEANER AT Bedok,
Holland Hill & Keppel Bay.
bdays, Singaporean. Pls Call
92333353 / B6545886

RUBBISH COLLECTOR & Block
cleaner @ 1) Holland Rd 2)
Pasir Panjang Rd 5.5 days
(S1700-51800) Call 67490128

FULL/PART-TIME OFFICE/ SU-
PERMARKET CLEANERS upto
$2300 at Movena, Kallang,
Pasir Ris, Bishan. 86126133

S100/NIGHT DISCO CLEANER
at Clarke Quay Fri/Sat, 9pm-
6am. Full-time upto S52.5K.
Meal provided, 86126133

OFFICE PANTRY ASST. Raffles
Place. Able to speak simple
English, can use whatsapp.
$1800. Tel: 63832659

BELOCK SWEEPER NEEDED at

Jurong East. Singaporean
only. No agent please. Con-
tact: 9831 2800

CLEANERS $2K B-6PM/1-10PM
Cairnhill/ Tg Pagar/ China-
town/ Queenstown/ Tanglin,
s'porean. Call 83806830

LOOKING FOR FULL time con-
do Cleaner at River Valley
area. High salary, incentive.
Mear Main Road. 93393084

TOILET/ OFFICE CLEANER @ 6
Tai Seng Link, near MRT, 5
days, $1740. Call 8201-1864

CLEANERS NEEDED. CENTRAL
Region. Interested pls call
H/p: 9238 2012 / 9122 5584

FULL-TIME CLEANER @BISHAN
Area/ & days week/ Shift
work/ call 81132460

FULL-TIME CLEANERS near
Queenstown/Commonwealth
MRT. Good salary 98320938

FULL-TIME CLEANERS. NEAR
QOutram Park/ Tg Pagar MRT.
Good salary. Call 9832 0938

FULL TIME CLEANERS. Near
Tampines MRT/ Loyang Lane
Good salary. Call S115-6837

FULL-TIME CLEANERS. NEAR
Telok Blangah /[ Alexandra
Point. Good Pay 9115 6837

FULL TIME CLEAMNERS. Near
Tan Kah Kee/ Sixth Ave MRT.
5 day week. Call 91156837

CHANG! NORTH. DAILY Wages
Cleaner 8am to 4pm $70 per
day, 5 days. Tel: 6383 2659

HIRING SMALL FACIAL shop
Cleaner at Parkway Parade fr
8am-1pm. Tel: 6749 46596

PART-TIME CLEANER & Chanaqi
Airport Retail Store. 6 days,
T-llam, S11K. Call 8433-3223

CLEANER REQUIRED @ One

Morth MRT. Tam-4pm. &days.
Pls Call: 8541 9165

CLEANER REQUIRED @ Bukit
Batok. 8am-5pm. 5.5days.
Pls Call: 975167711

$1570-2000 JLN BESAR, Pion-
eer, Woodlands, Jurong East,
Yio Chu Kang. Call 96533707

HIRING CONDO CLEANERS (6
days wk) at Orchard. Start
immed. Please call 91885482

*CLEANER AT CHINATOWN/
Jin Besut/ TaiSeng / Pioneer
Call 8612 1244/ 9791 7104

www.sphclass.com.sg | Jobs 6289-9988

Cleaners h

CLEANER AT HOUGANG.

6Days 9am-6pm. Pls Contact
86278266

RESTROOM CLEANMNER. %1800
@ Tampines Hub. S’poreans.
T-3pm. 91834838/ 90610044

$1900 SCHOOL CLEANER.
Thomson, 5/5.5 days. Immed
Singaporean. Call 80541465

FLOATER $2.3K 9AM-6PM @
Central Area. S'porean.
Immed. Call: 92978669

CLEANER 52K 8-6PM/1-10PM
Ang Mo Kio/ Potong Pasir
area. S'poreans. 81896955

TOILET & COMPOUND Cleaner.
Sentosa Condo édays $2050
WA: B8319097 / 8601251

CLEANER, CHANGI SOUTH.
7.30-4.30pm 5.5 days. Up to
51900. 88319097 / 8601251

CONDO CLEANER $1650UP 5.5
days Tam-4pm near Lakeside
MRT, Sun&PH off. 92978669

Despatch/
Deliver

CLASS 3 DELIVERY Driver for
Frozen Food Co @Woodlands

Loop. Pls call: 96207328

Drivers/
Chauffeurs

We are hiring

47-seater Bus Driver
= Class 4 & 5 licence preferred
* With Vocational Licence
« Staying in the West

Mo Agent please
Interested please call
8500 4506

23-SEATER BUS DRIVERS.
Class 4 with VL Shuttle bus
service. Able to liaise with
English and Mandarin speak-
ing clients. Monthly $2900 &
above. Work 4days rest 2
days, Pls call/ WhatsApp
81572322 (No agent please)

MARINE SUPPLIES COMPANY
requires  Delivery  Driver,
class 3/ class 4 driving lic.
5.5 days work week. Interest-
ed please walk-in interview
at 51 Jalan Buroh, S'619495,
call: 67480666 no agt please

CLASS 4 DRIVER needed, able
to start immed. Please call
67866747 [ B2189561

CLASS 4 SHUTTLE Bus Driver
with VL. Stay in Punggol or
Tampines pref. 8366 9095

OFFICE AT JURONG requires
Class 4 Drivers. 5.5day week
Tel: 68630108

CLASS 3 DRIVER for 14-seat
lorry. Start  immediately.
Redhill area. Call 90124533

PERSONAL DRIVER 5.5 Days
Good driving record. East
area. S'porean. 63488488

Part-time/
Temporar

KOVAN TUITION CTR. Admin.
3 days per week for 3 mths.

S'poreans only. Start immed.
Please Message: 93805070

Other Positions M

PRODN/ CANTEEN CLEANER/
Machine Operator/ Dish-
washer. 6 days work, 7am to
3pm. At Micron (Bendemeer.
Near Boon Keng MRT). Sal-
ary above $1600. Contact:
Johnny Koo 98165179,
Xiaoya 89220592 *Joining
incentive of SIK for new
workers. Subject to terms
and conditions*

***HIGHLY PAID GARDENERS.

Singapore Islandwide. Higher
Salary & Benefits. Interested,
please call ;: +65 6250 5375

UP TO $3.2K 1ipm-7am/8pm-
6am, Kitchen Cleaner/ Dish-
Washer at Marina Square/
Pasir Ris/ Tg Rhu. 86126133

LANDSCAPE GARDENERS RE-
QUIRED at Telok Blangah
With/ without experience.
51850 & above. 9782 8975

. o [ K
$2K! FULL TIMEf Part Time
Cashiers @ SPC Tampines

Ave 7. No experience & Good
benefits! Call: 65837301

AIRCRAFT FOOD ASST. Chanai
Training given. 6 days, 8 hrs
shift. 52200/mth. 91086787

CLEANERS URGENTLY NEEDED
Please contact Joy at
91183884 for interview

ESSO QUEENSWAY HIRING
Cashier and Pump Attendant,
S'porean.Mr Loke 94554599

Jobs Notices

NOTICES

Tel 6289-8822 | Email notices@sph.com.sg | www.sphclass.com.sg

&

Tenders are invited from BCA Registered Contractors with WsHC's
BizSAFE Level 3 & above for the following:

PROJECTS

(A) TERM CONTRACT FOR THE INSPECTIONS, EXTERMINATIONS AND
ERADICATIONS OF RODENTS, MOSQUITOES, TERMITES, BEES' NESTS AND
OTHER PESTS FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 JULY 2024 TO 30 JUNE 2027
(TENDER REF: JRTC/T020/2024)

Jurcng-Chements

Nipmers Lo, B

CONTRACT DURATION:
Project (A) Contract Duration: 36 Months

ELIGIBILITY & FINANCIAL GRADE:
Project (A) FMO4 Pest Control L2 and above

CLOSING DATE & TIME:

Project (A) 18 June 2024 at or before 12 noon

DOCUMENTS COLLECTION:
Project (A)

(NON-REFUNDABLE)

On 4 June 2024 after 2.00 pm at Jurong-Clementi Town Council
Block 255 Jurong East Street 24, #01-303, Singapore 600255.

The Town Council does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender.

No contract shall be awarded to a tenderer if the tenderer or any of its directors or
employees has been debarred by the Town Councils and/or Statutory Boards and/
or Government Bodies from participating in the same or all types of contracts.

TENDER DOCUMENTS FEE BY CROSSED CHEQUE (INCLUSIVE OF GS

Project (A): $109.00 per set made payable to Jurong-Clementi Town Council

&7

31 May 2024.

R it ([ imal

RE : TENDER NOTICE published in the Straits Times on

PROJECTS

(TENDER REF: JRTC-T019-2024)

(D} APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTS FOR JURONG-CLEMENTI TOWN COUNCIL'S
PANEL OF CONSULTANTS FROM 1 JUNE 2024 TO 31 MAY 2027

AUGUST 2024 TO 31 JULY 2027
(TENDER REF : JRTC-T019-2024)

Title has amended to reflect the correct title as “ APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTS
FOR JURONG-CLEMENTI TOWN COUNCIL'S PANEL OF CONSULTANTS FROM 1

Lim Chin Poh
81026712

COMMERCE STREET will be closed from 8th June 2024
at 2200 hours to 9th June 2024 at 1100 hours. Samson
Machinery Movers Pte Ltd

TENDER N

Snow City Singapore is seeking companies interested in investing in ice and
snow play elements within our subzero chamber. We invite all interested

parties to attend a tender briefing on Friday, 7 June 2024 at 10.00 am.
The briefing will be held at Snow City Singapore located at 21 Jurong Town
Hall Road, Snow City Building, Singapore 609433.

Attendance at the briefing is compulsory for all interested parties. This is an
exciting opportunity to be a part of our unique and popular attraction. We
lock forward to seeing you there and discussing how we can work together
to create a memorable experience for our visitors. Thank you.

TICE

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND
DISSOLUTION ACT 2018
(ACT 40 OF 2018)
INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND DISSOLUTION
(PERSONAL INSOLVENCY) RULES 2020

IN THE GEMERAL DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

IN BANKRUPTCY NO.

Between
AL AUTOCAR PTE. LTD.
(Singapore UEN No. 2015026231)
.. Upimant
And

MOHAMED ISMAILL BIN NOOR MOHAMED
(MRIC Mo. 56848010H)
.. Defendant

STATUTORY DEMAND
UNDER SECTION 312 OF INSOLVENCY,
RESTRUCTURING AND DISSOLUTION ACT 2018

NOTICE OF ADVERTISEMENT

To: MOHAMED ISMAIL BIN NOOR MOHAMED

(NRIC Mo. 56848010H)

whose lost known oddress is ot 1648 Rivervale Crescent

#04-300 Singopore 542164

TAKE NOTICE that o Statutory Demand dated the 15th day of
March 2024 under Section 312 of the Insolvency, Restruchuring and
Dissolution Act 2018 has been issued ogainst you for the sum of

$973.099.43 by AL AUTOCAR PTE. LTD. (Singapore UEN
No. 2015026231), of 61 Ubi Avenwe 2 #04-15 Automabile

Megamar! Singapore 797416,

The Creditors demand that you poy the above debt or secure or
compound for it to the Creditors’ sotisfaction within twenty-one
(21) days from the date of publication of the notice hereal. If you
fuil 1 do so, the Creditors may file o Bankriptcy Application ogainst
you.

If you wish to set aside the Stotutory Demand, you must moke
an application to the High Court 1o do 5o within fourteen (14) doys
from the date of publication of this notice.

The Statutory Demond can be inspecied by you of the affice of
the Solicitors for AL AUTOCAR PTE. LTD. (Singapore UEN No.
201502623Z), whose name and address appear hereunder: -

PARWANI LAW LLC
151 Chin Swee Rood, #13-06
Manhattan House, Singopare 169876
Tel: 6734-9100
Ref: VP.2684030.23(ac)

Dated this the 4th day of June 2024.

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND
DISSOLUTION ACT 2018
(ACT 40 OF 2018)

INSOLVENCY, RESTRUCTURING AND DISSOLUTION
(PERSOMAL INSOLVENCY) RULES 2020

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

IN BANKRUPTCY NO.
Between
AL AUTDCAR PTE. LTD.
(Singapore UEN No. 201502623Z)
.. Oaimant
And

MORIZAN BT ABD RAHMAN

(NRIC No. 572275201)
.. Defendant
STATUTORY DEMAMND
UNDER SECTION 312 OF INSOLYENCY,
RESTRUCTURING AND DISSOLUTION ACT 2018

MOTICE OF ADVERTISEMENT

To: NORIZAN BT ABD RAHMAN

(NRIC No. 572275201)

whose lost known oddress is ot 1648 Rivervole Crescent

#04-300 Singopore 542164

TAKE NOTICE that o Statutory Demand dated the 15th day of
March 2024 under Section 312 of the Insolvency, Restructuring and
Dissolufion Act 2018 has been ksued against you for the sum of
§673,099.43 by AL AUTOCAR PTE. LTD. (Singapore UEN
Ne. 201502623Z), of 61 Ubi Avenve 2 #04-15 Automobile
Megamart Singapore 797416,

The Creditors demand that you pay the above debt or secure or
compound for it to the Creditors’ satislacfion within twenty-one
(21) days from the date of publication of the notice hereof. If you
fail to do so, the Creditors may file o Bankruptcy Application against

If you wish 1o sef aside the Statutory Demand, you must make
an application to the High Court to do so within fourteen (14) days
fram the date of publication of this nofice.

The Statutory Demand can be inspected by you of the office of
the Solicitors for AL AUTOCAR PTE. LTD. (Singapore UEN No.
2015026231), whose nome and address appear hereunder: -

PARWANI LAW LLC
151 Chin Swee Rood, #13-06
Manhatton House, Singapare 169876
Tel: 6734-9100
Ref: VP-284030.23(oc)

Dated this the 4th day of June 2024.

BE HEARD.
MAKE CHANGES.
SHAPE FUTURES.

Call 6289 8822 or email notices@sph.com.sg
to place your AGM & EGM Notices

NOTICES

IN_THE GENERAL DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
Cose No.: HC/CWU 139,/2024 )
In the matter of the Insalvency, Restructuring and Dissolution
Act 2018 (Act 40 of 2018)
And
In the Matter of FAB MARKET PTE. LTD.
(Singapore UEN No. 2013307606)
Between
DBS BANK LTD
(Singapare UEN No. 196800306E)
... (imant
And
FAB MARKET PTE. LTD.
(Singapore UEN No. 201330750G)
... Defendont

ADVERTISEMENT OF WINDING UP APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an application for the winding
up of the abovenamed company by the High Court was, on 29
May 2024, filed by DBS BANK LTD. of 12 Marina Boulevard,
Marina Bay Finoncial Centre Singapore 018982, o creditor, and
thot the winding up application is directed to be heard before
the Judge sitfing in the General Division of the High Court of
the Republic of Singopore ot 10.00a.m. on 21 June 2024;
and any creditor or contributory of the company desiring to
support or oppose the moking of an order on the winding up
application may oppear af the fime of hearing by himself or

his counsel for that purpose; ond a copy of the winding up
application will be furnished to any creditor or contributory of the

company requiring the copy of the winding up application by the
undersigned on payment of the regulated charge for the some.
The Claimant's address is 12 Marina Boulevard, Marina Bay
Finoncial Centre Singapore 018982,
The Claimant’s solicitors ore Shook Lin & Bok LLP of 1 Robinson
Road #18-00, AlA Tower, Singapore 048542,

SOLICITORS FOR THE CLAIMANT
SHOOK LIN & BOK LLP
[REF: 2240802/NYK/YQS//DBSBL]

Mote: Any person who infends 1o appear on the hearing of the
winding up opplication must serve on or send by post to the
Cloimant's solicitors, nofice in writing of his inteation 1o do so.
The nafice must stote the nome and oddress of the person, or if
a firm, the nome ond oddress of the firm, and must be signed
by the person, firm, or his or their solicitor (if any) and must be
served, or, if posted, must be sent by post in sufficient fime to
reach the abovenamed not later than 14 June 2024 {of lenst 3
tlear working days before the day appointed for the hearing of
the winding up opplication).

APPLICATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

THE LAND TITLES ACT
NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 43 of the Land Titles Act, an
Application hos been made to the Registrar of
Titles by Chellioh Mary Elizabeth and Chellich
Rosalind Helen (Mrs Rosalind Potis), the personal
representatives of the estale of Helen Chellich
Nee Dourado (deceased), care of 3 Raffles Place
#06-01 Bharat Building Singapore 048617, for
the issue of a new Certificate of Title to replace
the Certificate of Title Volume 505 Folio 92 for 18
Chestnut Crescent Singapore 679373 which has
been lost.

NOTICE is hereby given that the new Cerfificate of
Title will be issued by the Registrar of Titles after
fourteen (14) days from the date hereof unless
valid written objedtion is lodged of the Singapore
Land Authority, 55 Newton Road, #12-01, Revenue
House, Singapore 307987, before the expiration
of the said period of fourteen (14) days.

Dated this 4th day of June 2024

LMJ Law Corporation
Solicitors for the Applicant

APPLICATION FOR SUBSIDIARY CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE TO REPLACE DUPLICATE LEASE
WHICH HAS BEEN LOST
THE LAND TITLES ACT
AND
THE LAND TITLES (STRATA) ACT

NOTICE

Pursuant fo Section 43 of the Lond Titles Ad, on
Application hos been mode to the Regisirar of Titles
by LOKE MUN WAI (LU MINGHUI), the Administratrix
of the Estute of LEE SIAN HONG (Deceased) of 615
Bedok Reservoir Rood #11-1228 Singapore 470615,
for the issue of o Subsidiory Certificate of Title 1o
reploce the Lease |/HB/2373D for Strata Lot U18321C
of Mukim 28, comprising 615 Bedok Reservoir Rood
#11-1228 Singopore 470615, s the Duplicate Lease
has been lost.

WOTICE is hereby given that o Subsidiary Certificate
of Title will be issved by the Registrar of Titles to
replace the soid Lease after fourteen (14) days from
the date hereof unless valid written objection is lodged
at the Singopore Lond Authority, 55 Mewlon Rood,
#12-01, Revenve House, Singopore 307987, before
the expiration of the soid period of fourteen (14) days.

Dated this 4th day of June 2024.

PY LEGAL LLC
Solicitors for the Applicant

APPLICATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

THE LAND TITLES ACT
NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 43 of the Land Titles Ad, an
Application hos been made to the Registrar of
Titles by Chellioh Mary Elizabeth and Chellih
Rosalind Helen (Mrs Rosalind Potts), the personal
representafives of the estate of Chellioh Jonathan
@ Lionel Devoschoyom Jonathan Chellih
(deceased), care of 3 Raffles Place #06-01 Bharat
Building Singapore 048617, for the issue of o new
Certificate of Title to replace the Certificate of Title
Volume 514 Folio 16 for 15 Chestnut Crescent
Singapore 679370 which has been lost.

NOTICE is hereby given that the new Cerfificate of
Title will be issued by the Registrar of Titles after
fourteen (14) days from the date hereof unless
valid written objection is lodged at the Singapore
Land Authority, 55 Newton Road, #12-01, Revenue
House, Singapore 307987, before the expiration
of the said period of fourteen (14) days.

Dated this 4th day of June 2024

LMJ Law Corporation
Solicitors for the Applicant
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l jé WILD THINGS AWAIT VISITORS

In a stark room, behind a pane of glass, a green iguana was spread out on a log, its bulbous eyes closed. Outside,
beyond some empty benches, a peacock wandered around in a circle. It was a sunny morning in Brooklyn, and a
California sea lion swam up on the ledge of its pool and balanced there. It craned its neck, turning its head this way

and that, squinting as three humans approached its tank. Could it be visitors? Yes. TEXT AND PHOTOS: NYTIMES

The Prospect Park Zoo has been closed since Sept 25,
when it suffered damage to its facilities and infrastructure
during extreme rain from Tropical Storm Ophelia.

The wreckage had been severe. At first, basement-level
electrical systems, filtration systems, the boiler room,
restrooms, staff locker rooms and education offices
were all under water. In some buildings, the floodwater
was up to the ceiling.

The zoo, which covers almost 5ha and is home to more
than 400 animals, closed for 239 days. That is almost
eight months - much longer than the four months it was
closed in 2020 at the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Luckily, no animals were harmed during the flood.

Staff members, including keepers, security guards and
maintenance employees, have been working their shifts as
usual. But the logistics have been a challenge.

“l think at one point, we had 12 generators going,” said
Mr Craig Gibbs, the zoo's assistant director and curator of
animals. "We were doing a lot of running around trying to
make sure systems had power. When one generator would
go out, we were running extension cords to another.”

So far, the officials said, US$6 million (S$8.1 million) has
been spent on getting the zoo ready to receive guests
again. It usually has 250,000 to 300,000 visitors a year.

It is back on the grid, and the electrical systems have been
moved out to slightly higher ground. A temporary boiler is
connected for heating. But there is more to be done.

“We have many years left of
restoration work still to be
accomplished,” said Mr Craig Piper,
vice-president of the Wildlife
Conservation Society and director of

City Zoos. And since climate change
means severe storms have become _
more common in New York City, the — 3 EFniov teeding our animal

zoo will need to be prepared for what D, B Give our goals and ;h:ef_. g il
is to come. e T g

“It's going to be a long time before
full recovery,” he added, "because
we want to make sure that we take
steps for mitigation to prevent
future flooding.”

Nonetheless, a zoo without a crowd
of children and parents, as well as
being filled with empty food .
dispensing machines (right), is a i | J et
hushed, strange thing - never mind TRl ' ;E'FE." e jﬁ
the saying to describe chaos is el L0 |
“the place was a zoo".

The reopening is crucial, since the
zoo has not had any revenue from
admissions while it has been closed.

rr e ——— e

Now, both staff and the animals at the zoo - including (clockwise from left)
a hamadryas baboon, a red panda and river otters - are ready to welcome
friends and neighbours back.

In late May, media personnel were invited to the zoo to see the repairs and
hear an announcement about the reopening. As one of them approached the
barnyard enclosures, three sheep inside a pen perked up and moved closer to
the fence. Two reared up and rested their front legs on the railing, putting
their rectangular eyes at the visitor's eye level. An alpaca in a neighbouring
pen snaked its neck over the top of the fence and batted its lashes.

“These guys have been waiting for a while,” Mr Gibbs said. "They are so ready
to see people.”

.1-_4 : >
II:‘-‘;-r | ed ol
] . 15
i - = =
= —\ TR
I -hll'u :.H:._ T E
e

(=

ALL TIED UP

Best ways to get
rid of muscle
Knots

eventab
et common

Why cervical cancer remains a
top 10 cancer in Singapore
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