& ‘ ".fl', G
: “‘l- 5

James Pattersonon finishing the
|last novel by Michael Crlchton ‘?

'l‘uesday
4 June 2024
£3.00

From £2.30 for subscribers

Tory alarm as

Farage takes

control of

Reform UK

Conservative fears of
‘existential threat as
ex-Ukip leader returns and
says he will stand as MP

Ben Quinn
Pippa Crerar
Eleni Courea

The Conservative Party’s faltering
general election campaign suffered
a potentially damaging new blow
yesterday when Nigel Farage
announced he intended to stand as
an election candidate and lead the
Reform party for the next five years.

The former Ukip and Brexit party
leader said he would stand in Clacton,
Essex, next month after changing his
mind while spending time on the
campaign trail. He claimed that he did
not want to let his supporters down.

Farage will also take over as
leader of Reform UK from Richard
Tice, pledging to stay in post for a
full parliamentary term. While his

announcement poses an immedi-
ate threat to the Tory candidate for
the Clacton seat, it may also ener-
gise Reform UK’s national campaign,
splitting the rightwing vote in other
constituencies.

It also raises the spectre of Far-
age antagonising the Tories as they
descend into a post-election battle
for the soul of their party.

Farage’s candidacy in Clacton,
which was the first to elect a Ukip
MP in 2014 and has a Tory majority
of 24,702, will be his eighth attempt to
enter parliament. He has failed every
time so far.

In a further blow to Rishi Sunak,
YouGov’s first MRP constitu-
ency projection - before Farage’s
announcement - showed Keir
Starmer could win a 194 majority,
bigger than Tony Blair’s 179 in 1997.

It put Labour on 422 seats (+222
from the 2019 election, based on new
constituency boundaries), the Tories
on 140 (-232), the Lib Dems on 48
(+40) and the SNP on 17 (-31). A sen-

ior Tory said Farage’sreturn oe
was an “existential” risk.

First for NHS as man, 91,
is given artificial cornea

Nicola Davis
Science correspondent

A 91-year-old man who became the
first patient in England to have his
sight saved by an artificial layerin his
cornea has praised the procedure for
allowing him to still see his wife.
Cecil Farley, from Chobham in
» Surrey, had problems with his right
» eye for about 15 years before losing

hisvision. Herequired a cornea trans-
plant to save his sight but his previous
surgery - a graft withahuman cornea
- failed and doctors warned the next
might too. The shortage of human
corneas from deceased donors also
meant Farley faced a year-long wait.

But a first for the NHS allowed him
tobypass the queue: the implantation
of an artificial cornea. While still early

days for such implants, oe
experts say the approach
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‘Presidenta

« Sheinbaum

makes history in Mexico

Thomas Graham
Mexico City

Claudia Sheinbaum seems poised
to cement her historic victory as
Mexico’s first female president with
a supermajority in congress that
would let her party pass legislation
and budgets unopposed - and per-
haps even change the constitution
without need for compromise.

Sheinbaum, a 61-year-old climate
scientist and former mayor of Mex-
ico City, won the presidency with
59.5% of the vote, according to arapid
sample count by Mexico’s electoral
authority.

During the campaign Sheinbaum
portrayed herselfas a continuity can-
didate, vowing to keep the policies
of her populist predecessor, Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador, known pop-
ularly as Amlo, who founded the
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A Claudia Sheinbaum celebrates her

landslide election win in Mexico City
PHOTOGRAPH: RAQUEL CUNHA/REUTERS

Morena party in 2014 and forged a
bond with voters disenchanted with
democracy.

Lopez Obrador was constitution-
ally unable to run again but chose
Sheinbaum as his successor, and she
appears to have won 5m votes more
than he did six years ago.

“In the 200 years of the republic,
I will become the first woman pres-
ident of Mexico,” Sheinbaum told
supportersina victory speech lateon
Sunday, to loud cheers of “presidenta,

presidenta”- the feminine oe
form of the country’s top
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Labour promises inquiry into
plight of migrant care workers

Kiran Stacey
Political correspondent

Labour will launch an investigation
into the treatment of migrant work-
ers in the British social care sector
if it wins the election, the party has
announced, after dozens of cases of
alleged exploitation were uncovered.

Yvette Cooper, the shadow home
secretary, called the allegations
revealed by the Guardian “a dis-
grace”, accusing the government of
turning a blind eye to the problem.

She said Labour would back calls
by the Royal College of Nursing (RCN)
fora full investigation into the expe-
rience of people who say they have
been left trapped in the UK with debts
of up to £20,000 and little or none of
the work they were promised.

Cooper said: “The government
hasturned a blind eye towidespread
exploitation of migrant care workers,
putting vulnerable people atrisk and
undermining our immigration sys-
tem and standards.

“Stories of people being unfairly
charged thousands of pounds by
agenciesand employers who are prof-
iting from overseasrecruitmentarea
total disgrace.

“There must be afull investigation
into these reports to ensure standards
are upheld and exploitative employ-
ers are prosecuted.”

She added that the crackdown on

exploitationin the care sectorwould
be led by the enforcement body
Labour plans to introduce to over-
see new employment rights.

The Liberal Democrats’ health
spokesperson, Daisy Cooper, said:
“Cases like these show that the Con-
servatives have made a mess of our
immigration system and have made
little effort to clamp down on exploi-
tationin the sector. Thisnow needsto
be investigated with urgency.”

A Downing Street spokesperson
said: “The Home Office will always
takeactionagainst any sponsor found
to be failing in their responsibilities
toensure workers are paid appropri-
ately for the work they do.”

The Conservativesdid not respond
to a request to comment about
whether they would also hold an
investigation if re-elected.

The Guardian this week reported
the experiences of more than 30
people who have arrived from India
in the past two years to work in the
British care sector.

All of them paid thousands of
pounds toimmigration agents, andin
one case to a UK care provider itself,
tosecure visas to come to the country.
But almost all were told when they
arrived that there was not enough
work to provide the full-time employ-
ment they had been promised.

As a result most remain stuck
in the UK, struggling to pay off the
debts they haveincurred. Many have

A Labour’s Yvette Cooper says the
government has turned a blind eye
to exploitation in the care sector

appealed to the Home Office, police
and the care regulator, but none have
been fully reimbursed.

One said he paid two agents the
equivalent of £17,000 foravisaon the
promise that he would work for the
Wolverhampton-based agency Swan
Care Solutions on asalary of £22,880.

He said he was not given a single
hour of work, and when he asked
how he should earn a living, a Swan
Careemployee told him to find a food
bank, adding: “This is life in the UK.
We all have to struggle.”

Elizabeth Chengeta, Swan Care’s
only director, said: “We have never
engaged the assistance of an agent
outside of the UK to help with our
recruitment needs.

“We have been in existence since
2019 and have got afew contracts with
different councils to provide care
and we do get work coming through
regularly. However, sometimes the

volumes can be seasonal. We do have
periods when volumes of work are
high and sometimes it can reduce.”

She added: “We cannot comment
on an individual case where we are
not privy to their circumstances and
interactions with our office staff.”

Another worker said his employer,
the Colchester-based Ace 24 Health-
care, told him he would have to
secure his own clients to get work,
despite having signed a sponsorship
certificate promising 40 hours aweek
at £10.10 an hour.

Ace 24 did not respond to these
allegations directly but said: “We
are proud to welcome migrant work-
ers into our team, appreciating the
unique talents and experiences they
bring to our organisation.”

It has now had its licence to offer
sponsorship certificates revoked.

The RCN, meanwhile, said it had
seen a rise in the number of inquir-
ies about a range of issues related
to exploitation, particularly where
workers have incurred debts to
agents or employers for visa fees,
travel or training.

It said it was aware of at least one
instance where an employer with-
held a passport from a worker while
demanding that money be repaid,
while others had said they were
threatened with deportation should
they be unable to pay.

The RCN wrote to the leaders of
the Conservatives, Labour and the
Liberal Democrats over the weekend
calling for an investigation, which it
said should be overseen by ministers.

In the letters, seen by the Guard-
ian, the acting head of the RCN, Nicola
Ranger, said: “I ask that you commit
to ending this scandal and take the
necessary steps to rid our care sec-
tor of this exploitation.”
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First for NHS as
artificial cornea
implant saves

sight of man, 91

could eventually become a standard
treatment and help drive down the
health service’s record waiting list.

“I can still see my wife after 63
years of marriage. We can just carry
on as normal and live life as fully as
we can,” Farley said.

“It makes your life fuller when
your eyes work properly - you don’t
realise how debilitating it is until it
happens to you.”

He said eventually he would like to
tackle tasks such asrepairing a watch
but for now he was content “pottering
about” with his wife, Elizabeth, 83.

The device, called EndoArt, was
created by EveYon Medical and is the
first artificialimplant that canreplace
the inner lining of the cornea - the
clear outer layer at the front of the
eyeball.

Thislining plays animportantrole
in regulating the hydration of the cor-
nea. If it is damaged, whether from
injury or disease, it can result in
blurred vision and other problems.

EndoArt is similar to a contact
lens: it is a dome-shaped, foldable,
transparent and clear implant that

the company says is made of amate-
rial designed to stick to the back of
the cornea. Once inserted into the
eye it can be manoeuvred into posi-
tion with an air bubble and secured
in place with a single stitch.

Farley underwent the operation,
known as an endothelial kerato-
plasty, in February, making him one
of only 200 recipients of the artificial
implant worldwide to date.

Thomas Poole, a consultant oph-
thalmologist at Frimley health NHS

£1,500

The cost of the artificial implant
- about the same as using human
corneas, which are in short supply

.

foundation trust who carried out the
operation, said he and his colleague
Han Bin Lee had successfully given
four patients artificial corneas in the
last two months and initial results
had shown animprovementin vision.
The implant costs about £1,800, in
the same bracket as using a human
cornea.

“Looking forward to the future,
I think this may end up replacing
human corneas for certain types of
corneal graft patients,” Poole added.
“In maybe 10 or 20 years’ time this

may become the norm where we
don’t need a human cornea and we
can just take one out of the box.”
Poole added that Farley was “tech-
nically a very difficult first patient™.
“I was prepared for things to be

4 Cecil Farley, from Surrey, said the
implant meant he could still see

his wife after 63 years of marriage
PHOTOGRAPH: JORDAN PETTITT/PA

quite hard, but once the graft was
fully attached and started to work,
it was like: “Wow, this is really work-
ing well,” he said.

Prof Sir Stephen Powis, the NHS
England national medical director,
welcomed the new approach, saying:
“The use of artificial cornea trans-
plants is an exciting and innovative
step forward in eye care, which has
the potential to benefit many patients
needing treatment to improve or
restore their vision.

“It could provide an additional
treatment option for those wait-
ing for donated transplants, and it’s
heartwarming to hear of patients like
Cecil already benefiting from its use,”
Powis said.

NHS Blood and Transplant says
that to meetall surgery and research
needs, it requires a weekly stock of
350 eyes. Between April 2021 and
March 2022 it received on average of
88 donations a week.

Accordingtoitstransplant activity
report 2020-21, as of 31 March 2021,
10% of people had who joined the
organ donation register had chosen
not to donate their corneas.

Kyle Bennett, an assistant direc-
tor fortissue and eye services at NHS
Blood and Transplant, said the low
proportion could be down to the
emotion and symbolism that people
attribute to the eyes.
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Dear England goes into extra

time with rewritten final act
based on team'’s fate at Euros

Nadia Khomami
Arts and culture correspondent

If England lift the men’s Euros trophy
this summer, they will have rewritten
the script when it comes to the team’s
fortunes in major tournaments.

Butit won’t be the only script that
will be rewritten. The Olivier-award
winning play Dear England, which
tells the story of the England men’s
football team under Gareth South-
gate, is returning to the stage with a
final act that could very well change.

The play, written by James Graham
and directed by Rupert Goold, will
return to the National Theatre next
spring, followed by a four-week run
at the Lowry in Salford.

The announcement coincides with

Euro2024, where England are among
the favourites to win, and could
include a redemption arc for skip-
per Harry Kane, whose penalty miss
against France in the World Cup con-
cluded the drama duringits last run.

“Idon’t wanttojinxit, butin terms
of the talent we have this feels like
a once-in-a-generation opportunity
tobringit home atlast,” Graham told
the Guardian. “I’'ll be changing the
play depending on what happens,
and Idon’t quite know what that will
look like. We programmed the origi-
nal play before the Qatar World Cup,
and we knew the tournament would
be the third act of the play.

“In the end it was Kane missing
the penalty and repeating the fate of
his mentor, but this time there were
mechanisms in place to support him.

In the same way, I'm confident no
matter what happens in the Euros,
it will still illuminate the tail end of
the Southgate project.”

Graham will attend the Euros as
part of hisresearch - for the play and
for the BBC TV adaptation (in which
Joseph Fiennes willreprise hisrole as
Southgate). He also spent a day with
the England manager at the team’s St
George’s Park training ground.

“Sometimesreactingtoreal events
feels like a gimmick or like you’re
desperately chasing a story to stay
relevant, but for me that’s the joy of
theatre, it’s live,” he said.

“Ifound it quite intimidating to put
England on stage in the first place.
The team belongs to all of us, and my
England is different to other people’s
England. But it’s about embracing

Fiennes

as Gareth
Southgatein
Dear England,
which tells the
story of the
manager’s
attempt to
transform the
England men’s
football team

PHOTOGRAPHS:
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that and having all of those different
feelings and prejudice, hopes and
dreamsinthe roomat the same time.”

The play tells the story of South-
gate’s attempts to transform the
England team’s physical and mental
acuity, drawing on the help of a psy-
chologist to teach them how to accept
losing before they can win again.

It also examines the team’s role
in English society. Graham, better
known for fictionalising politics,
including in the acclaimed TV films
Coalition and Brexit: The Uncivil
War, includes comic cameos from
the likes of Theresa May and Boris
Johnson, and lightly explores the
Black Lives Matter movement and
English identity.

The play’s title is drawn from
Southgate’s 2021 open letter, in which
he talked about tolerance, equality,
and the responsibility he feels to use
his voice on social issues.

“Southgate has become a hugely
significant national figure beyond
the game,” Graham said. “As much
as the prime minister and the arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the England
manager looks after the soul of the
nation. Southgate is a great steward
of that.” As a fan, Graham said, he’d
“love nothing more” than an Eng-
land victory. “It feels like an itch not

‘The idea that at

the end of this
journey we might
finally win a trophy,
there’s got to be some
meaning in that’

James Graham
Playwright

4
scratched, a gaping hole in the mid-
dle of our national psyche.” Butas a
dramatist, he’s more interested in “a
meaningful, beautiful ending”.

Elite sport, he added, has the
power to start “really difficult con-
versations about masculinity, trust,
kindness and vulnerability”. The
problem with previous England
squads was their propensity to “chase
aquick win” instead of regenerating.

“After Germany lost to England
in the early 2000s they were so
traumatised they went on a decade-
long reboot of the game called ‘Das
Reboot’. This applies to us politi-
cally as well. Why do we struggle to
reboot in a way that other nations
seem happy to do?”

Graham said it was “truly mad”
that the Euros coincided with a gen-
eral election. “Southgate became the
England manager a couple of weeks
after the Brexit referendum, as the
country turned onits axis and started
to go on a brand new, much more
chaotic journey of existential angst.

“We’ve had five prime ministers
and however many housing or cul-
ture secretaries, but the one constant
has been Southgate. The idea that
at the end of this journey we might
finally win a trophy, there’s got to be
some meaning in that.”

Bellingham trumps rival players
as ‘best footballer in the world’

Morgan Ofori

Forget the Champions League trophy
ortheindividual awards. Top Trumps
has delivered its judgment: Jude
Bellingham is the best footballer in
the world.

The England midfielder, 20, has
been placedin the top spotin the card
game’s new ranking system - beating

other superstars such as Erling Haal-
and and Lionel Messi in its World
Football Stars Top 200 series.

The triumph comes after the
wonderkid’s victory in the Champi-
ons League on Saturday, where he
played a starring role at Wembley
to help Real Madrid win their 15th
European title. He also has England’s
hopes pinned on him this summer,
his first tournament since becoming
a global sporting superstar.

And he capped the victory off by
asking the Spanish club’s former
manager José Mourinho to pose for
a photo with his mother, telling him:
“Sorry about that. My mum’s fancied
you for years.”

The top female player in the Top
200 set is Poland’s Ewa Pajor, who
ranks 32 in the world, coming out
on top in the first pack made avail-
able. England’s Keira Walsh, Leah
Williamson and Millie Bright are also
included.

The ranking system exists as
another category for children to come
to blows over during a car journey,
alongside the more typical statistics
such as age, goals and height.
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Jude Bellingham’s
Top Trumps card

After Saturday’s match, Belling-
ham welcomed his mother, Denise,
dad, Mark, and younger brother, Jobe
- a professional player for Sunder-
land - from the crowd. Tearfully, he
thanked them for their support.

Bellingham said after his £88m
move to Reallast year that his mother
played the “biggest” role in his life.
“Without my mum, sometimesI’d get
toolowwith thelows or too high with
the highs, and I stay pretty humble
becauseI’ve got heraround,” hesaid.
“She’s a great laugh as well.”

Fitness permitting, he will join the
squad in time for their final friendly
before Euro 2024, against Iceland at
Wembley on Friday night.
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Presidenta” Sheinbaum becomes Mexico's

‘News

first female leader with landslide victory

& Continued from page 1

political post. Thanksin parttoacon-
stitutional amendment that set the
goal of gender parity in all races for
elected office and in appointments
for top jobs in government, women
now hold half the seats in Mexi-
co’s congress and almost half the
jobs in cabinet and one-third of the
governorships.

Activists will hope to see this
prominence of female leaders trans-
late into policy.

In 2023, Mexico’s supreme court
ruled that prohibiting abortion was
unconstitutional, but this has been
slow to manifest in safe and acces-
sible abortion at the state level.
Meanwhile, gender-based violence
continues to rise.

Although female presidents have
been elected in countriesacross Latin
America, Sheinbaum’s victory makes
her the first woman to lead a North
American country.

Sheinbaum’s main challenger was
another woman, Xochitl Galvez, who
won 27.6% of the vote as candidate
of the opposition coalition. She was
unable to overcome the unpopular-
ity of the traditional parties backing
her, which many voters view as serv-
ing the elites.

Aside from the presidency, more
than 20,000 posts were up for grabs
in Mexico’s biggest ever election.

Morena and its allies are poised to
wina two-thirds supermajorityin one
and perhaps both houses of congress,
which would allow it to amend the
constitution at will.

Amlo hasalreadylaid out a desired
package of policies that is wide-
ranging and occasionally eccentric,
including pension reform and also
outlawing animal abuse and banning
fracking and the sale of vapes.

But the most controversial would
be a reform to elect supreme court

A Claudia Sheinbaum sends a
message to her supporters after
winning Mexico’s presidential
election with 59.5% of the vote
PHOTOGRAPH: CARLOS TISCHLER/EYEPIX

‘In the 200 years of
the republic, I will
be the first woman
president of Mexico’

Claudia Sheinbaum
Likely president elect

justices by popular vote. The court
has often stood against Amlo, and
such a reform could place it under
Morena’s control.

Yesterday, Amlo said he did “not
want to impose anything” on Shein-
baum, before lateradding: “Ido think
we have to address the issue of judi-
cial reform.”

He said: “There has to be a judi-
ciary that represents the Mexican
people, thatisincorruptible, because
if not, we will not move forward.”

Of the nine gubernatorial races,
Morena held six and won the state
of Yucatan, meaning it now controls
24 of Mexico’s 32 federal entities.

Mexico’s outgoing president,
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador

Altogether, Morena will hold more
political power than any party since
Mexico’s transition to democracy in
2000. The peso slid against the dol-
lar asinvestorsreacted with jittersto
Morena’s projected hegemony.

Sheinbaum will take power on
1 October with a huge mandate but
substantial challenges to address -
not least the violence, corruption
and impunity that failed to improve
under Amlo, as organised crime
groups fight to keep control of terri-
tory and local businesses.

“Security, and the wake of vic-
tims, of pain, of anger, sown through
great parts of the country - these are
the hardest parts of the legacy that
[Amlo] leaves Claudia,” said Blanca
Heredia, a political analyst.

Amloalsomassively expanded the
role of the military into areas typi-
callyreserved for civil society, such as
domestic security and infrastructure
construction. “Managing the army
will require great intelligence from
Sheinbaum, because they have been
given many responsibilities, many
resources,” said Heredia.

“Another pendingissueis perhaps
national reconciliation,” said Vanessa
Romero, a political analyst. “These
elections were particularly incendi-
ary, asif there were two Mexicos and
they don’t talk to each other.”

A month after Sheinbaum takes
power, the US is set for its own elec-
tion and a showdown between Joe
Biden and Donald Trump.

The countries’ economies are
deeply intertwined, with Mexico the
top trading partner of the US. Mex-
ico is also the source of the fentanyl
that kills 70,000 Americans a year,
and a transit country for US-bound
migrants, meaning it will play a key
role in the US election.

“Ilook forward to working closely
with president-elect Sheinbaum in
the spirit of partnership and friend-
ship that reflects the enduring bonds
between our two countries,” Biden
said in a statement.

In her victory speech, Sheinbaum
said the US-Mexico relationship
would be based on “mutual respect”
before adding: “We will always
defend Mexicans who are on the
other side of the border.”
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Badges of
honour
Veterans of
D-day gather
foran 8oth
anniversary
event at
Southwick
Housein
Portsmouth, a
stately home
thatwasthe
command
centre for the
Normandy
landings on

6 June 1944.
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Anger as women are denied
‘exciting’ breast cancer drug

Andrew Gregory
Chicago

Thousands of women with advanced
breast cancer in England and Wales
are being denied a drug that cuts the
risk of the disease spreading by more
than a third.

Enhertu has been rolled out to
patients with HER2-low breast cancer
in Scotland and Northern Ireland, but
the National Institute for Health and
Care Excellence (Nice) has rejected
it for patients in England. Women in
Wales are alsobeing denied thedrug.

Compelling evidence suggests
the treatment, also known as tras-
tuzumab deruxtecan, can prolong
patients’ lives and give them more
time before their disease progresses.

Now “really exciting” new data,
published at the world’s largest can-
cer conference, suggests Enhertu
is even more potent than previ-
ously thought. Results from the
Destiny-Breast06 study, presented
at the American Society of Clinical
Oncology (Asco) annual meeting in
Chicago, show the drug can stall the
growth of tumours by more than a
year, significantly longer than stand-
ard chemotherapy.

Overall, Enhertu, developed by
Daiichi Sankyo and AstraZeneca,

reduced therisk of cancer growing or
spreading in patients with HER2-low
breast cancer by 38% compared with
those who received chemotherapy.
The data will pile pressure on regu-
lators toapprove the drug for women
in England and Wales.

Charities warned that women’s
lives “will be cut short” with further
delays as they called for Enhertu to
be made available to women in Eng-
land and Wales as swiftly as possible.

Dr Simon Vincent, director of
research, support and influencing
at Breast Cancer Now, said: “This
promising study suggests even
more people could potentially ben-
efit from Enhertu, offering patients
with HER2-low or HER2-ultralow
secondary breast cancer who have
already had hormone-based therapy
more time to live without their can-
cer spreading further.

“This builds on evidence that
this treatment can increase survival
by over six months for people with
HER2-low secondary breast cancer
who have already had chemotherapy.

“Yet, despite this mounting clin-
ical data emerging around the clear
benefit Enhertu could bring patients,
thousands with HER2-low second-
ary breast cancer are being denied
access to Enhertu on the NHS in Eng-
land, and thisis utterly unacceptable.

“These people are desperately
counting on Nice, NHS England, Dai-
ichi Sankyoand AstraZenecatofinda
solution in their current talks and to
urgently make this treatment avail-
able for them.”

Sophie Blake, 51, was diagnosed
with HER2-low breast cancer in
December 2020 before being told it
had spread elsewhere, including to
her lungs and liver, in May 2022.

The former television presenter’s
cancer isunder control, but Enhertu
would probably be a last line of
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A Sophie Blake said Enhertu could
let her see daughter Maya grow up

treatment when needed. Responding
tothe new trial results, she said: “This
is yet more evidence of the precious
extra time this treatment could give
us. When we’re so limited with what
options are available, it’s particu-
larly devastating. We know women
in Scotland whoselivesit’s changed,
it’s not that it just gives you an exten-
sion, it’s also the quality of life.”

The mother of one, from Brighton,
added: “To us, these wonder drugs
are everything - I want to watch my
daughter go to university, get mar-
ried and have children, Enhertu could
make that difference to women.

“The most frustrating thing is that
we know it’s there - they just won’t
give it tous.”

All invasive breast cancers are
tested for HER2 (human epidermal
growth factorreceptor 2) levels. Some
breast cancer cells have a higher than
normallevel of HER2 on their surface,
which stimulates them to grow.

Breast Cancer Now said about 50%
of all breast cancers show low lev-
els of HER2. It estimates that 1,000
women with HER2-low advanced
breast cancer in England and Wales
would benefit from Enhertu but are
being denied access to the drug.

The trial presented at Ascpo
involved 866 women with advanced
HER2-low breast cancer.

Those who received Enhertu saw
the advance of the disease halted
for an average of 13.2 months, com-
pared with 8.1 months for those on
chemotherapy.

The treatment was blocked for
INHS use in England in March. Nice
said the cost the NHS was being asked
to pay for Enhertu was “too high” in
relation to its benefits.

Melanoma jab
halves risk of
death or relapse,
trial shows

Andrew Gregory

The world’s first personalised mRNA
cancer vaccine for melanoma halves
the risk of patients dying or the dis-
ease returning, according to trial
results that doctors described as
“extremely impressive”.

Melanoma affects more than
150,000 people a year globally,
according to 2020 figures from World
Cancer Research Fund International.

Patients whoreceived the vaccine
after having a stage three or four mel-
anomaremoved had a 49% lowerrisk
of dying or the disease recurring after
three years, data presented at the
world’s largest cancer conference
showed. The NHS isamong the organ-
isations testing the jab.

Patients in the trial had high-
risk melanomas and had the jab,
developed by Moderna and Merck,
alongside the immunotherapy
drug Keytruda or were given only
Keytruda. The 2.5-year, recur-
rence-free survival rate for the jab
in combination with Keytruda was
74.8%, compared with 55.6% for
Keytruda alone, delegates at the
American Society of Clinical Oncol-
ogy annual meetingin Chicago heard.

“We are encouraged by the latest
results,” said Kyle Holen, Moderna’s
head of development, therapeutics
and oncology. “These findings rein-
force our commitment to advancing
this innovative treatment.”

Iain Foulkes, the executive direc-
tor of research and innovation at the
charity Cancer Research UK, said the
results marked another milestonein
“the exciting, developing landscape
of cancer vaccine research”.

“After three years of follow-
up, the data suggests that levels of
cancer relapse did not increase in
people with high-risk, advanced-
stage melanoma,” he said. “The
findings highlight the great prom-
ise of therapeutic cancer vaccines
used in combination with powerful
immunotherapies.”

Known as mRNA-4157, the jab is
custom-built for each patient and
tells their body to kill any remaining
cancer cells and prevent the dis-
ease ever coming back. A sample of
tumour is removed during surgery,
followed by DNA sequencing and
the use of artificial intelligence. The
resultisacustom-builtjabspecificto
the patient’s tumour.

Prof Charles Swanton, Cancer
Research UK’s chief clinician, said:
“The new vaccine approach is
another piece of the puzzle that will
allow more patients to be cured,
hopefully, or fewer patients to suffer
disease relapse.”
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Farage takes helm at Reform UK

& Continued from page 1

At a news conference in central
London, the rightwinger said that
he had witnessed “a rejection of the
political class” across the country in
away that had notbeen seenin mod-
ern times and that he wanted tolead
a “political revolt”.

He also sought to portray Reform
UK’s surge as part of what he
described as “a new phenomenon”
before elections this weekend to the
European parliament, when par-
ties of the far right are expected to
dowell. “I promise you somethingis
happening out there,” he said.

His decision means the debate
around immigration will become
even more prominent during the
campaign. The Tories will today
announce an annual cap on the
number of visas issued to reduce
overall migration. The figure would
be recommended by the migration
advisory committee before being put
to MPs for a vote.

Farage had been expected to

choose to run either in Clacton orin
Thanet East, Kent, which includes
much of the old constituency where
he made two failed bids to become
an MP in 2015 and 2005.

But Clacton would now appear to
be a better bet for Reform UK, even
though the Tory candidate, Giles
Watling, who backed Remain, is
defending a majority of 24,702.

Farage suggested that Reform UK
could take more than the 3.9m votes
Ukip won at the 2015 general elec-
tion and could even win some seats,
although he acknowledged that it
would be harder without propor-
tional representation.

Reform UK is aiming to hive off
votes from the Conservatives’ right
flank, potentially splitting the vote
in some marginal seats and allowing
Labour through the middle.

“They are split down the middle
on policy, and frankly right now they
don’tstand fora damn thing,” Farage
said of the Tory party.

“So our aim in this election is to
get many, many millions of votes. I’'m

talking far more votes than Ukip got
backin 2015

However, the return to frontline
politics of a man who is close to the
US presidential candidate, Donald
Trump, will alarm even moderate
Conservatives. In an indication of
the type of campaign he will run,
Farage described the UK contest as
the “immigration election”.

Tory MPs warned that a Reform
UK surge could result in the party

» Richard Tice,
who took over
as the leader of
Reform UK in
2021, is being
replaced by
Nigel Farage

pitching further to the right to try to
win back support, with more tough
rhetoriconits Rwandaplan, and even
a pledge to leave the European con-
vention on human rights.

“It also possibly makes it more
likely that we have a daft, fullblown
‘leave the ECHR’ policy in the man-
ifesto,” said one candidate. “That’s
attractive to one end of the mar-
ket and really unattractive to the
other. We need to remain attractive

.

A Nigel Farage in London yesterday
before saying he would stand for
election as an MP for the eighth time
PHOTOGRAPH: TOLGA AKMEN/EFPA

toboth.” They were downbeat about
Reform’s impact on the Tories’ elec-
toral chances.

“It probably just locks in the worst-
case scenariowith Reform and means
it’s very hard for the Tories to make
as much ofadentasweneedtodoto
be in better territory.”

Anothersaid Farage’s decision was
a “bigblow” to Rishi Sunak. “He will
undoubtedly have animpact on both
campaigns,” they said. “But probably
more of an impact on the Conserva-
tive one. Reform were always going
tonibble around the edges of the Con-
servative vote but theirinroad will be
bigger now.”

It also reinforced the view among
some Tories that Sunak’s decision to
call the election for 4 July, rather than
the autumn, when Farage was likely
tobein the US supporting the Trump
campaign, was a mistake.

A Tory candidate said: “The PM’s
decision was really stupid. Your
whole thing is the Tories are about
stability and the economy is going to
get better, and then you call an elec-
tion before anyone bloody notices.

“I just find it inexplicable. It was
[deputy prime minister Oliver] Dow-
den’s argument that won, which was
thatit’s going to get worse. Well, show
me how.”
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Brexit and beyond

Career of populist right’s

opportunist showman

Ben Quinn

Love him or loathe him, Nigel
Farage has been one of the most
influential politicians in Britain
since the Thatcher era. From his
origins as a Conservative party
member and trader on the London
Metal Exchange, his reinventions
have seen him serve as the leader of
multiple incarnations of rightwing
Eurosceptic parties. Here are some
of the key moments on his political
career path:

First election to EU parliament

A founder member of the UK
Independence party (Ukip), Farage
became a member of the European
parliament for South East England

in1999.

Becomes Ukip leader

Farage became the leader of Ukip
in September 2006, in the first of
two stints at the head of a party
that would become known for
splits and feuds, as well as the
threat it would soon present to the
Conservative party.

Attack on the president of the
European Council

Farage earned notoriety - and
began to carve out a niche as the
showman leader of a new wave of
European populists - when in 2010
he launched an attack on Herman
Van Rompuy. He accused him of
having “the charisma of a damp
rag” and “the appearance of a low-
grade bank clerk”, two months
before the 2010 general election.

Near-fatal plane crash
Farage was dragged from the
wreckage of a plane with serious

injuries on the day of the 2010
general election when it crashed
after its Ukip-promoting banner
became entangled in the tail fin.
The event was one of a number of
scares in Farage’s life, along with
being hit by a carin 1985 and then
being diagnosed with cancer.

Return as Ukip leader

After failing to unseat John Bercow,
the then speaker of the House of
Commons, in 2010, his second
period as leader lasted until 2016,
during which the party focused

on forging greater grassroots
support for a political insurgency
that would lay the ground for
Brexit. The party registered its best
performance in the 2014 European
elections, with more than 26%

of the UK vote. The period also
covered Farage’s failure to become
the MP for South Thanet in the 2015
general election. Despite resigning
as leader, his resignation was
rejected by the party.

Referendum on EU membership
Farage was at the forefront of
rallying the pro-Brexit vote
during the 2016 EU membership
referendum called by the then
prime minister, David Cameron, in
a bid to see off, once and for all, the
threat to the Tories from Ukip and
to quell rebellion in his own party.
Farage’s involvement included
unveiling an anti-migrant poster
that attracted accusations of
inciting hatred. He subsequently
told the Yorkshire Post: “In some
ways, it won us the referendum
because it kept us focused on the
danger of open borders.”

Launches Brexit party
Seeking to piggyback on the leave
vote, Farage launched his new

Brexit party in April 2019, pledging

there would be “no more Mr

Nice Guy”. He hit out at both the
Conservative and Labour parties
and said the two-party system was
“unfit for purpose”.

The party would play a key role
in the general election of that year
when Farage announced it would
not field any candidates against the
Conservatives in the 317 seats they
had won at the previous general
election, after Boris Johnson
committed to leaving the EU by
2020 and pursuing a Canada-style
trade deal. The Brexit party would
later change its name to Reform UK.

Media career

After developing a taste for
broadcasting as host of The Nigel
Farage Show on LBC, Farage
resigned as leader of Reform and
embarked on a television career as
a presenter on GB News. He sought
toreach a new audience in 2023
when he competed in the reality TV
series I'm a Celebrity ... Get Me Out
of Here!, finishing in third place.

Reality check How much of Farage's speech was accurate?

Sketch
John Crace

Party’s paymaster hands

over the top job to the

narcissist in chief. You

couldn’t miss the pathos

las, poor Dicky, I knew him well. Richard
Tice and Nigel Farage had already given
two press conferences in the previous
week. Both times they had been given
equal billing. Even though everyone

but Dicky knew who the real star was.
Yesterday all pretence was pushed aside. Out came
the op note. Nigel Farage was to make an “emergency
election announcement”. Tice wasn’t even mentioned
as an afterthought. Even though he was probably
paying for the pleasure.

A Nigel Farage Tice was determined not to be left out, though. The
as a Ukip MEP man with no charisma relegated once more to Farage’s
in 2004, top, warm-up act. The man on the downward trajectory.
and, above, Soon he will be relegated to doorman. I'm not even
being pulled sure if Tice even convinces himself.
from a plane His patter was the sort of thing you might get if you
crash on the typed “write me a bad Nigel speech” into ChatGPT.
day of the 2010 Then the ultimate humiliation. He tried to sound
general election. | upbeat as he revealed that Farage was to take over
He lost in the as leader of the Reform party. Most people outside
Buckingham Westminster probably assumed he already was. You
constituency, couldn’t miss the pathos. A boardroom coup as Nige
coming third to realised Tice wasn’t up to the job. Deep down even
John Bercow Tice knew he wasn’t. People just don’t like him.
Moments later, Farage took to the stage. Lights,
cameras, action. These are the moments he lives for.
Right at the centre of things. He’d be lost without
them. Farage began by doing a reprise of the speech he
had given at the same venue last week. The election
was boring. Labour was going to win. He hated them.
The Tories were useless. He hated them too. Most kids
didn’t know what D-day was. Like he would have ever
enlisted. His patriotism has its
, . limits.
Hes qui teh appy Time for the reveal. The worst-

- ‘ kept secret. He was going to stand
to break iy th Iﬂg,‘ asg candidate in Clagctﬂria! after all.
less keen to mend it. So what had changed?

y “I felt guilty,” he said. Guil
Hﬂp p} [0 Chtf.ﬂﬂ?{?[. that he wgas l?ttjng down all tga
the disaffection with little people who couldn’t survive
. 17 without him. Who had been
Enp U’ # LA LL begging him to get involved. Guilty
that he had left the Reform party in
the hands of a bunch of charmless

Have 2.4 million people settled

in the UK in the last two years?
No. Official statistics showed that
1.2 million people arrived in the
UK in the year ending December
2023, which projected over two
years makes 2.4 million, but

it is incorrect to say they have

all “settled”. Many will have
arrived on temporary visas, for
example students and workers on
contracts. The standard measure,
net migration to the UK, was
685,000 in the year to December
2023 and 764,000 the year before.

Did local election candidates
yell “Allahu Akbar” and “we are
coming to get you”?

A Green candidate in Leeds,
Mothin Ali, shouted “Allahu

Akbar” after he won, also saying:
“We will not be silent ... Thisis a

win for the people of Gaza.” Ali

. apologised for his Gaza comments
. while pointing out that “Allahu

: Akbar” is commonly used by

: Muslims as a celebratory term.

There is no evidence of this in

: Burnley or Bradford, areas Farage
. may have named because they

: have large Muslim populations.

: There is also no evidence of a

. candidate saying “we are coming
: to getyou”.

. of 2019, eurozone growth hasbeen
: twice as fast - 3.4% against 1.7%.

. Can you shoplift £200 of goods

: without being prosecuted?

: While many stores are concerned

. that shoplifting has become worse,
. there are numerous news stories

: about people being prosecuted for
. stealing less than £200 of goods.

; : Did Keir Starmer fight “very,
. Isthe UK doingbetter economically :
. than EU members?

: This is at best a very selective

. presentation of the facts. The UK’s

: quarter-on-quarter GDP growth

: was 0.6% for the first three months
: 0f 2024, compared with 0.3% for

: the eurozone. But in a year-on-year
. comparison the eurozone grew

: more quickly - 0.4% against 0.2%.

: Comparing the first quarter of 2024
. against the pre-Covid first quarter

very hard” for asylum seekers

. to get benefits?

: This is an apparent reference to a

: 2003 legal case when Starmer, then
: aleading barrister, represented five
. asylum seekers and won. However,
: this was not a generalised case

. or about benefits in the usual

. sense - they had been denied

: the very basic support, including

: accommodation, still given to

: asylum seekers. Peter Walker

N

nonentities. He was the talent. The
celebrity. The star of his own movie. Lie back in the
warm bath of his narcissism. He just couldn’t bear to
be left out. To be ignored.

Thereafter his speech rambled somewhat. He didn’t
have any more to say but he wasn’t going to let that
stop him. Every media outlet was waiting on his every
word. He was going to spin this out for as long as
possible. Nothing worked. Everything was in decline.
Curiously, he never mentioned how he would kickstart
the economy or fix the NHS. Other than stopping
immigration and being unpleasant to Muslims. That
should do it.

But Farage was in his happy place. All stardust and
no responsibility. He’s quite happy to break anything,
less keen to mend it. Happy to channel the disaffection
with empty promises. He would be the official
opposition in the next parliament. The biggest party in
five years’ time. Yup, with Tice as chancellor and David
Bull as foreign secretary. The men in orange. Can’t
see the problem. Though Rishi Sunak could. This was
his worst nightmare. A Reform party with Farage at
the helm was a far more worrying proposition. A Tory
meltdown was now on the cards.
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Abbott will be
Labour candidate
despite accusing
Starmer of lying

Pippa Crerar
Eleni Courea

Diane Abbott will be reselected to
fight her seat at a meeting of the
Labour party’s executive today
despite having suggested on social
media that Keir Starmer was a liar,
the Guardian understands.

Abbott will be on the final list of
Labour candidates picked to fight
the general election that is rubber-
stamped by the national executive
committee (NEC), sources said.

Starmer said last week that Abbott
was “free to stand” as a Labour
candidate, after days of speculation
that she could be blocked.

Abbott said on Sunday that she
intended to “runand win” for Labour
in Hackney North and Stoke Newing-
ton, and denied areport that she had
been offered a seat in the House of
Lords if she agreed to stand aside in
the constituency she hasrepresented
for 37 years.

She then apparently tweeted
a link to an article by the Starmer
biographer Tom Baldwin headlined
“Starmer on Abbott: ‘I’ve actually
got more respect for Diane than she
probably realises”, with the words:
“More lies from Starmer.” She deleted
the post shortly afterwards.

Officials confirmed they would
in effect ignore the post and press
ahead with her reselection. A party
source said: “It will hopefully be a
very short and uneventful NEC meet-
ing. We need to put this behind us.”

Senior Labour figures are con-
cerned the rowover Abbott, and what
critics have described as a purge of
leftwing candidates, could under-
mine the party’s message that it has
changed since the days of factional
infighting under Jeremy Corbyn.

Labour has attacked the Conserva-
tives over their last few years of chaos
and division and has suggested that
a Starmer-led government would be
more focused on delivering in the
interests of the public.

“Keir has said that Diane is free
to stand and that’s that,” said one
party insider. “We want to get
through the NEC meeting and con-
centrate on the stuff that voters really
care about. Suggestions of internal
splits don’t help with that.”

The Guardian understands that

‘Keir has said that
Dianeis freeto

stand and that’s that’

Labour party insider

A Apsana Begum is understood to
be clear to stand again for Labour

Apsana Begum is also on the list
of party candidates to be nodded
through by the NEC despite specu-
lation that she could be blocked.

Local party sources in her con-
stituency of Poplar and Limehouse
in east London suggested there had
been conversations around whether
to parachute in another candidate.

Labour headquarters is under-
stood to have been concerned about
the fallout if the party deselected
another minority ethnic woman.

A letter from more than 50 local
members to Starmer, the Labour
general secretary, David Evans, and
the NEC yesterday called on them
to replace Begum, who had faced a
reselection process in 2022, “trig-
gered” by members in every ward,
that did not ultimately go ahead.

Labour had faced calls to stop the
process after Begumrevealed she had
been signed off sick from work amid
what she described as a “sustained
campaign of misogynistic abuse”.

The letter, seen by the Guardian,
said: “As the ... election approaches,
it is crucial for the Labour party to
field candidates who embody integ-
rity, transparency, and unwavering
commitment to their constituents.

“Unfortunately, recent events
and past controversies surrounding
Apsana Begum ... raise significant
concerns about her suitability as
the Labour candidate for this piv-
otal election. We local members put
in a formal complaint today about
Apsana Begum and we ask that she
bereplaced by alocal candidate with
demonstrable integrity.”

Jim Fitzpatrick, the Labour MP for
the seat until the 2019 election, said:
“At any other time I would expect
[Begum] to have been removed by
the NEC. Ithinkat present, however,
thereisareal risk that the local party
view will be ignored. This would be
disappointing, butThopeI’'m wrong.”

Aspokesperson for Begum, whose
supporters sent a letter of their own
to the NEC yesterday, said: “This is
a last-minute desperate push seek-
ing to smear the first hijab-wearing
MP and a survivor of domestic
abuse. Apsana is a popular and well-
respected representative and has
supported constituents relentlessly.”

Rayner: Thaven't changed my mind

on Trident but I back party's policy’

Eleni Courea
Political correspondent

Angela Rayner said yesterday she
had not changed her mind about
nuclear weapons even though she
backs Labour’s policy to keep and
renew them.

The deputy Labour leader voted
against therenewal of Trident in 2016
but said yesterday that she supported
Labour’s so-called “triple lock” - a
commitment to maintain the UK’s
nuclear deterrent round the clock,
build four new nuclear submarines,
and carry out future upgrades.

Asked in an interview with the
BBC about the discrepancy, Rayner
said: “I haven’t changed my mind.
The vote that we had some years ago
mentioned nothing about multilat-
eral disarmament, and what I feel is
really important for the long term is
that globally we should be looking
atdisarmament of nuclear weapons,
but that has to be done in combina-
tion with other countries.”

“'h._h\-

A Keir Starmer said his commitment to Trident was ‘absolutely clear’ during
a visit to the Fusilier Museum in Bury yesterday pHOTOGRAPH: STEFAN ROUSSEAU/PA

A Labour source said Rayner did
not vote to renew Trident in 2016
because the wording of the motion
excluded a commitment to multilat-
eral disarmament.

Herremarks yesterday made clear

she was committed to Labour’s pol-
icy, but struck a different tone to Keir
Starmer’s. Rayner isamonganumber
of Labour frontbenchers who voted
against the renewal of Trident in 2016,
under Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership.
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David Lammy, the shadow foreign
secretary, also voted against it.

According to the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament, Rayner wrote
to them in 2020, saying: “I want a
world without nuclear weapons and
that’s what I want a Labour govern-
ment to work towards. When the last
Tory government tabled their motion
to renew Trident in the House of
Commons, I voted against it.”

In a separate interview with ITV,
Rayner said there was no split in
Labour over the issue and that while
global insecurity existed “Labour
will be committed to our Trident
programme”,

If Labour wins the election next
month, Rayner will become dep-
uty prime minister. Ordinarily this
means she would bein charge of run-
ning the country and the UK’s nuclear
arsenal should Starmer become
incapacitated.

Starmer announced Labour’striple
lock on nuclear weapons yesterday
morning and said his entire shadow
cabinet supported the policy. Kicking
off the second full week of election
campaigning with a focus on secu-
rity and defence, the Labour leader
said the deterrent was “the founda-
tion of any plan to keep Britain safe”.

Asked about the views of shadow
cabinet members such as Rayner
and Lammy, Starmer said: “I lead

A Angela Rayner is greeted by
Labour supporters in Doncaster
PHOTOGRAPH: IAN FORSYTH/GETTY IMAGES

this party. I have changed this party.
If we are privileged to come in to
serve, I will be the prime minister of
the United Kingdom and I've made
my commitment to this absolutely
clear, and I’ve got my whole cabinet,
shadow cabinet, behind me.”

Starmer was speaking at the Fusi-
lier Museum in Bury and was flanked
by 10 Labour parliamentary candi-
dates and former members of the
military. He reiterated his aim to
spend 2.5% of UK gross domes-
tic product (GDP) on defence when
resources allowed.

Asked whether he would authorise
theuse of nuclear weaponry, Starmer
said: “We have to be prepared to use
it. Now, nobody who aspires to be
prime minister would set out the
circumstances in which it would be
used. That would be irresponsible.
But it is there as a part, a vital part,
of our defence.”

Referring to his uncle’s service on
HMS Antelope in the Falklands war,
he said: “Iknow the courage, the ser-
vice and the sacrifice thatallowsusto
sleep soundly at night from our forces
and their families.

“I know it. I respectit. And I will
serve it, with every decision.”

Calvin Bailey How Stephen
Lawrence’s murder shaped
one ex-military candidate

Aletha Adu

Political correspondent

More than 30 years on, the horrific
killing of Stephen Lawrence still
haunts one of Keir Starmer’s new
candidates with military experience.

Calvin Bailey MBE was 15 at the
time. He had developed a close
friendship with Stephen’s brother,
Stuart, after his family moved from
Zambia to south London when he was
a young child.

“When people look at me they
often say: “‘Whereis his background?
Why haven’t you been campaigning
foryears?’ I’'ve been in the military for
24 years, but that’s not all the story,”
he said.

Bailey was speaking shortly after
he stood behind Starmer in Bury as
one of the party’s 10 former military
candidates. He is on course to win
the safe Labour seat of Leyton and
Wanstead, formerly held by the chair
of Labour’s parliamentary party, John
Cryer.

In the aftermath of Lawrence’s
murder, Bailey joined anti-fascist
marches. “Iwasn’t emotionallyintel-
ligentenough todeal withit,” he said
of the killing. “I went to a lot of the
anti-fascistmarchesatthetime...and
they confused me every time, as eve-
rything was coming out with anger. I
didn’t know what that meant.

“They were identifying the cause
between the five or six murders that
happened at the time to young black
men ... and it’s making me quite sad,
actually,” Bailey said. “I think part
of it was ... I just didn’t know what

to do with any of it. I knew I didn’t
likeitand that pushed me away from
politics.”

Looking back, Bailey said he
believed he was able to “ventawhole
load of anger” while protesting, but
“unfortunately, those marches didn’t
change anything”.

“The approach taken [during
the marches] wasn’t allowing us to
address the issues ... ] don’t want to
detract from the story, but funda-
mentally, it was about a racist police
force ... and those things you have
to get through. But we had to get
through the raw emotions.”

While Bailey, a graduate of
Labour’s youngleaders programme,
praised the work Starmer had done
for the party, he said he owed his
“political reawakening” to the
shadow health secretary, Wes

A Calvin Bailey said Wes Streeting
prompted his ‘political reawakening

Streeting. Bailey recalled listening
to a radio interview about Street-
ing’s life and thinking “wow, that’s
really like mine”, before he had the
opportunity to meet Streeting, then
abackbencher. “I thought, why am I
not doing stuff with you?”

The candidate said he accepted
differing opinions pervaded Labour,
but believed Starmer did not make
having different political opinions a
problem. “He knows a couple of peo-
ple have had different views about
things, but his language is that ‘I'm
in charge. Thisis what we’re going to
do. It’sreally compelling, especially
from [the perspective of] a military
person.”

Bailey said Jeremy Corbyn’s lead-
ership and the party at that time
resembled “student politics”, with
Labour “really good at talking to
itself, and it was never talking to the
electorate”. He added: “My dad used
to say it’s pointless having morals,
standing on the margins and watch-
ing. If you believe in something, and
unfortunately I’'m compelled by ser-
vice, then you’ve got to go and put
yourself forward.”

Reflecting on his military honours,
Bailey said he was most proud of his
MBE, which hereceived for support-
ing humanitarian effortsin Haiti and
the Philippines, and his US air force
medal from resupplying a team that
had been hit by an explosive device
in Afghanistan.

While Lawrence’s death shaped
his politics, it was Bailey’s mum
that shaped his character. “When I
was a kid walking with mum from
Plumstead to Woolwich, anyone we
walked past who had any colour in
their skin became my auntie, and
their kids, cousins. And it was this
kind of approach to people, the fun-
damental humanity she sawin them,
is what I've learned from her.”

He had vowed to fight for people
from working-class roots because
“poor people’s problems remain poor
people’s problems”.

Reality check Is nuclear ‘triple lock’ anything new?

What is the pledge?

Starmer said there were three
prongs to Labour’s nuclear “triple
lock”: maintaining Britain’s
“continuous at-sea deterrent”
(CASD) “24 hours a day, 365 days
a year”, meaning there is always a
nuclear-armed submarine in the
water; building four new nuclear
subs; and delivering “all the
needed upgrades” for existing and
new submarines in the future.

Would this be a big change?

Not really. The UK already has
CASD, with four Vanguard-class
submarines, one of which is at sea
at any time to avoid detection.
Labour and the Tories have been
committed to building four new
submarines in the Dreadnought
class to replace them since 2007.
The commitment to “upgrades”

is unclear, given there is no public
information available to Labour on
what technologies the subs would
need. But Starmer’s commitment
to CASD could still be significant
as the system looks shaky because
of problems with Vanguard, with
delays and cost overruns hindering
their replacement, according to

. the Nuclear Information Service
: (NIS), a non-profit that monitors
. nuclear weapons policy.

. How much would it cost?

: The government has said

. Dreadnought would cost £31bn
. plus a £10bn “contingency”.

: The NIS said in 2019 that the

. full cost of the nuclear weapons
. programme until 2070 could

: be £172bn, when including new
. warheads and running
. National Audit Office (NAO) in

: December said costs to support

. the nuclear deterrent were £7.9bn

. above budget for 2023. The NAO

. also reported a £38.2bn increase in
. forecast costs at the MoD’s Defence

costs. The

A Anunarmed Trident missile
being launched by HMS Vigilant

. Nuclear Organisation to £99.5bn
- over the decade to 2033 - a 62%
. increase on estimates a year earlier.

. How will it be paid for?

. Labour and the Tories have vowed
. to spend 2.5% of GDP on defence,

. by 2030 in the case of the Tories.

: Labour has given no date but

. Starmer said this would happen “as
. soon as possible within our fiscal

. rules”, which commit to cutting

. the proportion of debt to GDP over
. a five-year period. If tax rises are

. ruled out, fiscal rules could make

. a government cut department

. budgets. With nuclear spending

. ringfenced in the MoD, the NAO

: worries the desire to protect the

. nuclear programme could mean

. other parts of the military are cut.

. Isit affordable?

. All prime ministers have chosen

. to remain nuclear-armed, arguing
. the weapons’ vast costs are the

. price of security and geopolitical

. power. The Campaign for Nuclear
. Disarmament said the nuclear

. budget should be used for

. “rebuilding our decaying public

. services”. Jasper Jolly
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‘Why bother?’

Tories face task of

getting ‘Whitby

woman to vote

Path to power

Robyn Vinter
North of England correspondent

‘ t doesn’t matter who you
vote for, the government
always getin.” Sue
Paling - wryly quoting
a wise friend - is one
of many undecided
voters in Whitby. The landlady
of the historic Black Horse pub
on Church Street in the centre
of the medieval North Yorkshire
fishing town is representative of a
disproportionate chunk of women
nationally who are not sure where
to place their vote on 4 July.
About 15% of voters are still
undecided, according to the
research consultancy More in
Common. This is not unusual a
month before a general election,
but what makes it different is the
significant proportion who backed
the Conservatives in 2019, said its
UK executive director, Luke Tryl.
What is even more interesting
is the profile of these undecided
voters: more likely to be women,
owning homes in towns and
suburbs, with an average age of 61,
less likely to have a degree, more
likely to have voted for Brexit.
These are overrepresented in

The Labour and

Tory candidates,

Alison Hume
and Roberto
Weeden-Sanz

the constituency of Scarborough
and Whitby and, when looking

at Labour’s list of targeted seats,
“actually Scarborough and Whitby
becomes the seat which gives
Labour an overall majority” based
on current polling, Tryl said.

Rather than being a true
undecided, “Whitby woman” is
really a “disgruntled Conservative”,
and the challenge for Rishi Sunak’s
party would be motivating her to
vote at all, he added. “The parallel
with 1997 is it wasn’t just that the
Tories lost lots of votes to Labour,
it was that reliable conservative
voters stayed at home.”.

While Whitby woman may sound
like something from a political
marketing manual, it appeared to
bear out when the Guardian spent
time in the constituency talking to
this demographic about how they
plan to vote - if they decide to head
to the ballot box at all.

At the Black Horse - a tiny, two-
room pub serving Whitby ales,
pork pies and cheese boards - the
fare is more local than most of
the clientele, many of whom are
holidaymakers visiting for the
rugged coastal beauty and the
town’s connection with Bram
Stoker’s Dracula.

Arise in holiday lets and Airbnbs
has driven up house prices and
pushed local people - especially
young adults - out of the town.
House prices in Whitby are well
above the average for the region, at
nearly £260,0000, but salaries are
lower than the national average.
Many people work seasonal jobs
in hospitality and other minimum
wage roles.

For local businesses, attracting
workers who live nearby is
becoming increasingly tough.
“Staffing shortages are areal
problem,” said Paling. “Not enough
people live here to service the jobs.
Whitby is like an island - [and]
people don’t travel here for work.
It’s not worth it because of the
travel costs.”

Paling’s mother, Maeve, who for
10 years also used to work at the
pub, can be found most lunchtimes
popping in for a half pint.

Unlike her daughter, Maeve
is decided - she always votes
Conservative because “the only
times we’ve gone bankrupt are
when Labour are in power”. She
describes herself as “not very
political” but will be sure to cast
her ballot next month since women
fought for the right to do so.

“The days of good leaders are
over,” she said, adding that Sunak

-_ rrn,ﬂ*‘ '*"-"é 'IE."-F I|'luj_ululull E -J.q“

was strong on the economy but
held little personal appeal, unlike
Boris Johnson. “He played the fool
but was actually quite clever,” she
said, a view voiced - sometimes in
hushed tones - by many women in
the town.

Maeve believes Labour will
win the election despite Keir
Starmer appearing to have had “a
personality removal operation”.

It is a common refrain in Whitby.
Lots of 2019 voters only really
backed the Tories out of fear that
Jeremy Corbyn would “drag us back
to the dark ages”, as one woman in
Scarborough put it.

But while they do not hold the
same level of dislike for Starmer,
among some people he has
virtually no recognition at all.

“I’ve heard the name,” said
Claire Lavagna, who works at the
popular Sherlocks coffee shop on
Flowergate in Whitby. Sunak was
also “forgettable”, she said.

Many people admitted to not
giving the election much thought
so far, though issues such as the
underfunding of the NHS were at
the forefront of women’s minds,
given that they are more likely
to work or have worked in the
INHS and tended to shoulder the
responsibility of care for their
elderly parents.

The shortage of dentists was a
huge talking point - the nearest
INHS dentist taking on new
patients is almost 20 miles away
in Scarborough. It is the only one
in the constituency of more than
72,000 people.

Those who require medical
treatment, especially surgery,

II .J] N

A Se Paling, the landlady of the Black Horse pub: ‘thtb y is like anﬁfand
People don’t travel here for work. It’s not worth it because of the travel costs’

A Members of the Whitby Women'’s Institute fmm left: Lynn Walker, Betty
Bayliss, Shirley Redves, Heather Relf and Joyce Stangoe
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Scarborough and Whitby Boundary unchanged First TV debate

are often sent 30 miles to the

James Cook University hospital in
Middlesbrough. The nearest A&E

is 25 minutes away and known for
some of the longest waits in the UK.

“I’'m not knocking the NHS, but
it’s frustrating,” said Katie Hayton,
26, who though younger than the
Whitby woman profile is a former
Tory backer now considering a
switch to Labour. She grew up in
Whitby and works at Botham’s, a
traditional bakery and tea room.
Her boyfriend is a fisher and they
rent privately in the town.

She is waiting for a cornea
transplant after an infection caused
damage to her eye and will need to
travel nearly 50 miles to York for
the surgery. “But what can you do?”

She added: “I just get on, goto
work, pay my dues. Life’s rubbish.
You have to book a holiday to have
something to look forward to.”

Labour support in Scarborough
and Whitby is staunch, and
their candidate, Alison Hume, a
children’s television screenwriter,
is popular and from the area,
which voters said was important.
In addition, many said they felt it
was “time for a change” - one of a
number of signs the constituency
could be slowly turning red.

Efforts by the Tories to capture
these voters do not seem to be
working. Lisa Fox, a hairdresser
who is also undecided, said she
was completely turned off by
Sunak’s pledge to bring back
national service, saying she would
“break my boys’ legs before I let
them join the army”.

And although immigration is
often spoken about as a key issue

4 5
o .
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Notional results for 2019* @ Conservative [ Labour

Boundary unchanged - notional
and actual results are the same

North Sea

Robin Hood’s Bay

4 Whitby harbour, where the former
Conservative MP Robert Goodwill’s

votes Hgﬂfﬂﬂf measures to reduce

sewage dumping in 2021 riled sea
swimmers and environmentalists
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Constituency profile

Scarborough
and Whitby

@® Con (2019)

e

The constituency is made up of the
seaside towns of Scarborough and
Whitby, taking in former fishing
villages and settlements in the North
York Moors national park. The area is
heavily dependent on tourism and
most people work in the trade and
service industries. It is older and more

white than the English average
Leave vote Majority (2019)
61.1% 20.7 poies

Unemployment rate

2.14%

Owns house outright

34.6%

Deprivation rank

A higher rank means a greater proportion of
households are deprived. Ranked out of a total
575 constituencies in England and Wales

162/575

Sources: ONS, PA, Rawlings and Thrasher
(2019 vote), Chris Hanretty (Leave vote)

‘Life’s rubbish.
You have to book
a holiday to have
something to
look forward to’

Katy Hayton
Cﬁnsiderfng switch to Labour

Source: PA, Rallings and Thrasher, Ordnance Survey. #2019 result applied to new boundary

for voters, it did not register asa
major concern in Whitby. In fact,
members of Whitby Women’s
Institute (WI) were “disgusted”
when a leaflet came through their
door from the young, ambitious
Conservative candidate, Roberto
Weeden-Sanz, who has been
parachuted in by the party and

is promising to be tough on
immigration.

Some WI members said they felt
insulted by what they saw as lazy,
“lowest common denominator”
characterisations of their
demographic being old-fashioned
and xenophobic. Lynn Walker, a
retired PA who voted Conservative
in the last election, said: “We took
in a lot of Ukrainians here ... I’ll
never vote Tory again.”

They all volunteered in the
community and felt mounting
frustration that none of the issues
they cared about were being
addressed by politicians.

Their list included but was not
limited to a “spiral of deprivation”,
what they saw as the mishandling
of the closure of a local secondary
school leading to a loss of good
teachers to other areas, a pressing
need for more social housing,
“diabolical” transport and the
need torely on a car. Other issues
that came up included investment
being directed to the wrong places
(such as £10m being spentona
Maritime Hub at the harbour that
“we don’t need”), nothing to aspire
to for young people and the fact the
town relies so heavily on ageing
volunteers to keep it functioning.

They lamented what they said
was a lack of action from their
former Tory MP Robert Goodwill
(or “Robert Goodgrief” as some
WIwomen called him), who had
held the seat since 2005 and served
in David Cameron’s cabinet. He
voted against measures to reduce
sewage dumping in 2021, riling
up sea swimmers and those who
cared more broadly about the
environment.

“It is no wonder people are

feeling disaffected,” said Heather
Relf, a retired teacher for the deaf.

“It doesn’t matter how much

we protest,” she added. “There’s a
sense that no one listens anyway,
so why bother?”

How Sunak and Starmer are likely to trade blows

Rishi Sunak and Keir Starmer will
go head to head for the first time
in this election campaign tonight.
Both leaders have spent hours
preparing for the hour-long ITV
debate, beginning at 9pm and
moderated by Julie Etchingham.
Sunak has challenged Starmer to
debate with him every week of the
campaign. The Labour leader has
agreed to take part in two debates,
saying: “I can do one debate or 100,
I know what Sunak is going to say.”

The government’s record

Keir Starmer The Labour leader
will put Sunak under pressure over
the Tories’ record after 14 years in

power, attacking their management :
: put global insecurity at the heart

: of his campaign by announcing

: mandatory national service for

: 18-year-olds. Defence is one area in
: which the Tories still retain a slight
: poll lead over Labour, and they

. are eager to reiterate to voters that
: Starmer once campaigned to put

: Jeremy Corbyn in Downing Street.

: Starmer The Labour leader has

: sought to burnish his defence

: credentials by announcing a “triple
. lock” on retaining the UK’s nuclear
. arsenal. He may attack Sunak for

. cutting the army to its smallest size
- since the Napoleonic era.

of the economy and the NHS.
Rishi Sunak The prime minister
will try to move the focus off the
Tory record, accusing Starmer

of harking back to the past while
lacking an agenda for government.

Personal attacks

Sunak Week after week at prime
minister’s questions, Sunak
pointed out that Starmer once
represented the Islamist group
Hizb ut-Tahrir in his legal work.

It is part of a broader Tory attack
on the Labour leader’s record as a
human rights lawyer and later as
director of public prosecutions.
Starmer This week Labour has
returned fire on Sunak by saying he
has questions to answer about the
fortune he earned at TCI, a hedge
fund that engineered a deal at the
heart of the 2008 financial crash.

Immigration

Sunak Under the Conservatives,
legal immigration has soared
and small boats have continued
to cross the Channel even as the
government spent millions on a

. (so far) unsuccessful scheme to

. send asylum seekers to Rwanda.
: Sunak has staked the future of the

. Rwanda scheme on this election,

pointing out that no flight will

: take off if Labour wins.

: Starmer Labour tends to be more

: comfortable talking about the NHS
: and cost of living - but polling

: suggests it is now more trusted to

: handle the issue of immigration

: and asylum than the Tories.

i Starmer is likely to hammer the

: Tory record and point to his pledge
: to cut net immigration by an

: unspecified amount.

. Defence

Sunak The prime minister has

Gender and culture wars

. Sunak The Tories have sought

. to play into the culture wars by

: drawing dividing lines over trans

. rights. Their official X account

. posted yesterday: “We know what

: awoman is. Keir Starmer doesn’t.”
: Starmer The Labour leader is likely
: torespond to any culture war-

. style attacks by arguing that the

: Conservatives are failing to talk

: about voters’ priorities: the NHS

i and the cost of living. Eleni Courea

Scotland SNP
hit out at Labour
spending plans
in first debate

Libby Brooks
Scotland correspondent

The SNP has accused Scottish Labour
of “completely rewriting” Rachel
Reeves’ spending plans, as the party
leaders took partin the first televised
debate of the election campaign.

The clash between the SNP, Scot-
tish Labour, Scottish Conservatives
and Scottish Liberal Democrats was
screened by STV, without a studio
audience, and involved intensive
cross-examination of each leader by
their political rivals.

With recent polling suggesting
Labour could make vital gains on 4
July, in particular in seats in Glas-
gow and across the central belt, the
SNPleader, John Swinney, told Anas
Sarwar that his pledges for more
spending on the NHS, schools and
renewables projects contradicted the

constraints laid out by Reeves. “You
have completely rewritten the Labour
finance strategy. You cannot escape
the fact that you have signed up to
the Tories’ fiscal agenda, the auster-
ity agenda,” Swinney said. “You are
locked into that and you will not be
able to deliver those commitments.”

Reeves, the shadow chancellor,
will visit Edinburgh today, when she
will unveil plans to boost the coun-
try’s financial services industry and
promise to “unleash Scotland’s eco-
nomic firepower to deliver jobs and
growth”,

Sarwar, Swinney and the Scottish
Conservative leader, Douglas Ross,
also clashed over the future of the
oil and gas sector, with the SNP and
Tories facing off in a number of seats
innorth-east Scotland most affected
by transition plans.

Sarwar accused Swinney of being
“on the side of BP and Shell, not
nurses” in the middle of a cost of liv-
ing crisis. “You support higher taxes
for people earning £29,000 a year
in Scotland but not higher windfall
taxes on the oil and gas giants mak-
ing record profits,” he said.

The Scottish Greens earlier
described as “outrageous” the
decision to exclude them from the
90-minute programme.
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He'll be looking down’: work

begins on Rob Burrow centre

Hannah Al-Othman
North of England correspondent

A blue mural on a wall close to Head-
ingley Stadium in Leeds bears the
words of Rob Burrow: “Inaworld full
of adversity, we must dare todream.”

The former Leeds Rhinos rugby
league scrum-half died on Sunday,
five yearsafter being diagnosed with
motor neurone disease.

Yesterday, the first spades went
into the ground to build a specialist
centrein hisname after he dedicated
the end of hislife toraising millions to
help others with the disease.

In Leeds, there has been an out-
pouring of adoration and grief for
Burrow, 41, who loved the city as
much as it loved him.

His family said that although he
was naturally camera-shy, he had
raised millions for charity after

deciding to go publicabout hisillness
to helpraise awareness of the disease.
A groundbreaking ceremony
at Seacroft hospital in Leeds was
attended by his parents, Geoff and
Irene Burrow, and his sisters Joanne
Hartshorn and Claire Burnett, as well
his former Leeds Rhinos teammate
and close friend Kevin Sinfield.
Burrow spearheaded a £6.8m
charity appeal for Leeds Hospitals
Charity to build the first specialist
centre for those with MND living in
and around the West Yorkshire city.
Since Burrow’s death was announced
on Sunday, the appeal has received
about 1,000 donations.
Heissurvived by his wife, Lindsey,
his son, Jackson, and his daughters
Maya and Macy. They were with him
when he died, Geoff Burrow said, as
were his parents and sisters.
The Seacroft hospital ceremony
had been organised before Burrow’s

death, but went ahead with his bless-
ing, the family said.

“We spoke toRoband said: ‘Do you
want to goahead today?’” Hartshorn
said. “And it was an absolute yes.”

Fighting back tears, his family said
they had channelled Burrow’s own
bravery to attend the ceremony.

“We’re doing that right now,
we’re being brave, we’re being here,
we’re flying the flag, but he’ll be

A Burrow, a former scrui;n—ha!f
with Leeds Rhinos, died on Sunday

4 Joanne
Hartshorn
reads a tribute
left in memory
of her brother,
the former
rugby league
player Rob
Burrow, outside
Headingley
Stadium in
Leeds with her
mother, Irene
Burrow, sister,
Claire Burnett,
and father,
Geoff Burrow
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looking down and hopefully he’ll
be proud,” Hartshorn added. “Last
night we were wondering how on
earth we were going to be able todo
that, but the outpouring of love and
everybody’s support hasbeen unbe-
lievable,” she said.

Irene Burrow said: “The sooner
they get this [centre] built the better.”

“Hedidn’treally like publicity,” her
husband added, “but hedid it, and he
wants us to keep doing it to get that
cure. I wish we’d have got it before
he passed, but we will get it for him,
and all the poor people and families
suffering with MND.”

Among those at the ceremony was
Ian Flatt, 58, from Leeds, who was
diagnosed with MND in March 2019
and receives treatment at Seacroft.
“Today of all days to have that spade
inthe ground, it’s just so symbolic of
the hope and the real sense of hope
that we’ve all got now,” he said.

At Headingley Stadium, the home
of Leeds Rhinos, fans have been
leaving tributes including blue-and-
yellow club kit, rhino toys, candles
and flowers. One note read: “The
rugby league and MND commu-
nity will never be able to thank you
enough,” onenoteread. “Youwill be
dearly missed by so many.”

Whittaker returns to London
stage to play The Duchess

Chris Wiegand

Jodie Whittaker is returning to the
stage for the first time in morethana
decadeina version of John Webster’s
The Duchess of Malfi, adapted and
directed by Zinnie Harris.

It means three Doctor Who stars
will beappearing in London theatres
at the same time. Whittaker will

Jodie Whittaker’s last

stage role was in 2012
- B

take the title role in The Duchess at
Trafalgar theatre from 5 October to
20 December. David Tennant will
reprise his role in Macbeth, which
transfers from the Donmar Ware-
house to the Harold Pinter theatre
from 1 October. In November, Ncuti
Gatwa - who s playing the Doctor in
the BBC’s sci-fi series - will star in
The Importance of Being Earnest at
the National Theatre.

Whittaker said she was “beyond
delighted” tolead Harris’sadaptation,
whichwas first staged underthetitle
The Duchess (of Malfi) at the Royal
Lyceum in Edinburgh in 2019. “Zin-
nie has so brilliantly propelled The
Duchess of Malfi into contemporary

culture, whichiswhat originally drew
me to the piece,” Whittaker said.
“Being able to portray the duchess’s
tragic and captivating story on stage
every nightis a true honour.”

The Guardian’s Mark Fisher wrote
that Harris’s version “reframes a
canonical tragedy in terms of sexual
politics” and added: “As therecently
widowed survivor of a miserable mar-
riage, thisduchessisa young woman
determined to set her own agenda.”

Whittaker’s last appearance
on stage was as Antigone in Polly
Findlay’s production of Sophocles’
tragedy at the National Theatre in
2012 opposite another former Doctor,
Christopher Eccleston.

®

HMRC apology
after delay in
child benefit
payments to
500,000 people

Rupert Jones

About 500,000 people in the UK
expecting child benefit payments
did not receive them yesterday, with
some parents saying the shortfall left
them unable tobuy food for their chil-
dren or facing bank charges.

HMRC apologised after about 30%
of child benefit payments scheduled
for 3 June did not arrive in claimants’
bank accounts. Yesterday afternoon,
it said those affected would receive
their money tomorrow morning.

It said the problem was caused by
aprocessing error that had since been
resolved, and not - as some on social
media had suggested - a data hack.

Child benefit is usually paid every
four weeks on a Monday or Tues-
day. The standard weekly payment
is £25.60 for the eldest or only child,
and £16.95 for each additional child.

On the social media platform X,
some parents said they needed the
money rightaway. One said: “We rely
on it and live payday to payday, how
do I feed my kids?” Another wrote:
“This is my family’s food money for
the next few weeks, and so many
other families face the same.”

Athird, Toni Kemp, said: “My chil-
dren will be home soon with nothing
for dinner as like most parents we
still are waiting for the money to hit
our accounts to be able to buy our
children food tonight ... How do we
feed them?”

Amy Pearson tweeted: “So when
will these be solved? Thave 2kids one
disabled and my electricis beeping on
emergency. Irely on thismoneyona
Monday to top my meter up.”

Meanwhile, Kim Fuller said she
had breast cancer and was relying
on her child benefit to pay for after-
school childcare while she wenttoa
pre-operation assessment appoint-
ment, which she now could not
attend and would have to postpone.

Some people talked about bank
overdraft charges, or payments
that might bounce, as a result of the
money not arriving.

An HMRC spokesperson said: “We
are very sorry that some customers
did not receive their scheduled child
benefit payments as expected, and
we understand the concern and diffi-
culty this may have caused. We have
now fixed the problem and are put-
ting measuresin place to prevent this
from happening again.”

They added: “Affected customers
will now receive their payments on
Wednesday morning ... Anyone who
has incurred a direct financial loss
because of the delayed payment can
apply for redress by completing our
online complaints form.”

Some people can have their child
benefit paid weekly - for example, if
they areasingle parent orreceive cer-
tain other benefits such as universal
credit.
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Spring was
UK's warmest
on record,
Met Office
figures show

‘ National

PA Media

The UK had its warmest May and
spring on record, despite wet, dull
weather in many parts of the country,
provisional Met Office figures show.

The average temperature in May
was 13.1C (55.6F), beating the previ-
ous record set in 2008 by a full 1C,
making it the warmest May in records
dating back to 1884.

The Met Office said the month’s
high average temperatures were

influenced particularly by warm con-
ditionsinthe northern halfofthe UK,
and by high overnight temperatures.

The meteorological spring -
March, April and May - was also the
warmest on record, with an average
mean UK temperature of 9.37C. This
beat the previous record of 9.12C set
in 2017, with the warm conditions
influenced by high overnight tem-
peratures. Eight of the top 10 warmest
springs have occurred this century,
including all the top five.

Scotland was particularly warm
in May, with a mean temperature of

12.3C, beating 2018’s record by 1.6C.
The Met Office said the UK climate
was changing, with recent decades
warmer, wetter and sunnier than the
20th century.

The world has experienced record
temperatures for 11 months in arow
up to April 2024, which was the hot-
test recorded. Climate breakdown
caused by human activities is push-
ing up temperatures and causing
more extreme weather.

The UK also had its wettest spring
since 1986 and the sixth wettest on
record, the Met Office added. An

average of 301.7mm (11.87in) of rain
fell on the country across March,
April and May, 32% more than usual
for the season.

The sun was in short supply in May
too, with 17% fewer hours than aver-
age in the UK.

Georgia Whitaker, of Greenpeace
UK, said: “On the tail of the world’s
hottest year, and the UK’s wettest
18 months, we have the UK’s hottest
spring on record ... While climate
records keep tumbling, our govern-
ment islargely missing in action. We
must hold them to account.”
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Telegraph veteran to
join Washington Post
as executive editor

Jane Croft

A veteran of the Daily Telegraph is
to become executive editor of the
Washington Post, replacing Sally
Buzbee, who is stepping down after
three years at the top of one of the
US’s most respected news brands.

Buzbee, the first woman to hold
the post, will be initially replaced
by the former Wall Street Journal
editor-in-chief Matt Murray until
this autumn’s presidential election.

Robert Winnett, currently the dep-
uty editor of the Telegraph Media
Group, will then take over the role.

The changes have been instigated
by Will Lewis, a former Telegraph
editor and ex-publisher of the
Wall Street Journal, who worked
with Winnett and Murray at those
publications respectively.

Lewis took charge as the Wash-
ington Post’s chief executive and
publisher in January at a difficult
time for the US news group.

After Amazon’s founder, Jeff
Bezos, bought the publication in
2013, the Washington Post enjoyed
years of profitability and exploded
in popularity during the Trump
administration.

However,

last October it

announced it would cut 240 jobs,
citing “overly optimistic” projec-
tions for traffic, subscriptions and

ub ert Winnett (top) will replace
Sally Buzbee at the Washington Post

advertising. The Post has bled sub-
scribers, to the point where Lewis
told employeeslast month thatit lost
$77m (£60m) last year.

Lewis worked closely with Winnett
on the MPs’ expenses scandal
during his 2005-10 editorship of the
Telegraph.

Winnett, who joined the Telegraph
in 2007, became its political editor
after working on the scoop and was
made deputy editor 10 years ago.

He said in a statement: “After
almost 17 years at the Telegraph, it
has been an emotional decision to
leave, as I am incredibly proud of
all our journalism every day.”

The Telegraph editor, Chris Evans,
called Winnett “the most tremendous
journalist” and said the Washing-
ton Post had “made a fine choice in
appointing him”.

When Winnett becomes editor
in November, Murray will switch to
beingleader of a newly created third
newsroom focusing on service and
social media journalism.

There has been a recent influx of
British executives taking influential
positions in the US media.

Last year Emma Tucker, the former

editor of the Sunday Times, became
the editor-in-chief of the Wall Street
Journal and Dow Jones Newswires.
And Mark Thompson, the former BBC
director general and chief executive
of the New York Times, became the
new chief executive of CNN, tasked
with reviving a US news giant beset
by sagging ratings and profits.

Lewis has talked about creating
a multi-tier subscription plan for
the Post. In an email to employees
on Sunday, Lewis said a new third
division would begin operation
later this year that will focus on
more video storytelling, and embrace
artificial intelligence and flexible
payment methods.

Lewis said he had highlighted the
need to “move away from the tradi-
tional one-size-fits-all approach in
the news media industry and focus
on creating news for a broader range
of readers and customers”.

The Post won three Pulitzer prizes
last month, including one in national
reporting for a series on the impact
of the AR-15 rifle.

Additional reporting
Associated Press
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Beljing accuses
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MI6

of recruiting couple
to spy for Britain

Helen Davidson Taipei
Agencies

China’s secret service has accused
MI6, the UK’s foreign intelligence
service of turning two Chinese state
workers and recruiting them as spies.

Beijing’s ministry of state security
(MSS), which has responsibility for
China’s intelligence gathering and
secret police, said yesterday it had
uncovered the “major espionage
case” involving a husband and wife
both working in “core key units” of
a Chinese state agency.

The accusation, which was cov-
ered by Chinese state media outlets,
follows a number of high-profile
cases of alleged Chinese espionage

in Europe, including in Britain,
Germany and Belgium.

In a post on its WeChat account,
the MSSsaid the husband, surnamed
Wang, had been recruited first when
he travelled to the UK in 2015 as part
of an exchange programme.

After Wang arrived, “MI6 deliber-
ately arranged for relevant personnel
to take special care of him”, the MSS
said. Wang wasinvited todinner gath-
erings and offered visits and tours, as
MI6 worked “tounderstand his char-
acter weaknesses and interests”, it
alleged. It said they took advantage
of Wang’s “strong desire for money”,
and arranged for him to give “consult-
ing services” before convincing him
toreturn to China and spy for the Brit-
ish government.

Through Wang the British spies
then recruited his wife, surnamed
Zhou, itsaid. Wang had been initially
hesitant but “couldn’t withstand the
British repeated persuasion, entice-
ment and even coercion”, itsaid. “He
and his wife together became British
spies.”

The MSS said that the case was
under further investigation but did
notsay whether the couple had been
detained or charged.

In January this yearitaccused MI6
of recruiting a national from a third,
unnamed, country to spy on China,
instructing him to “use his public
identity” to collect information dur-
ing multiple trips to China from 2015
onwards.

The MSS has been increasingly
public, launching a WeChat account
last year. It has used the social media
profile to announce espionage cases
and advise citizens on how to avoid
being co-opted by foreign forces.

Last month three men - an immi-
gration enforcement official called
Matthew Trickett,a Hong Kong trade
official workingin London, and a Bor-
der Force officer - were charged in
London with unlawfully assisting the
Hong Kong intelligence service.

Beijing accused the UK of false
accusations, “wanton stigmatisation”
and arbitrary arrestsinrelation to the
charges.

Trickett, a former Royal Marine,
was found dead in a park near where
helived in Maidenhead, Berkshire, a
week later. Police said the death was
being treated as unexplained.

In April, two UK nationals, includ-
ing a parliamentary worker, were
charged over accusations they pro-
vided prejudicial information to a
foreign state, China. The men, Chris-
topher Cash and Christopher Berry,
had beenarrested in March last year.

The same month, three German
citizens, including a married couple
from Diisseldorfand aman from Bad
Homburg, were arrested on suspicion
of passing on technical military
knowledge to Chinese authorities in
return for money.

Later that month a close adviser
to a leading member of Germany’s
far-right populist Alternative fiir
Deutschland party was arrested on
suspicion of spying for China.

China dismissed all allegations of
espionage as “malicious slander”,

The Foreign Office declined to
comment.

Theatre review
Darkly alluring
tangle of the
everyday and
otherworldly

Viola’'s Room
One Cartridge Place, London
¥ % kK

Arifa Akbar

he immersive

adventure begins

with a sleep. We are

invited to lie down as

the lights fade and the

story begins, narrated
by Helena Bonham Carter. Her
voice pours into our ears through
binaural headphones, sometimes
velvety and playful, other times a
scratching whisper.

She tells a tangled tale, written
by the Booker-nominated novelist
Daisy Johnson and featuring the
parallel lives of a modern-day
teenager alongside a princess. A
re-imagining of Barry Pain’s 1901
short story The Moon-Slave, it
is steeped in Victorian gothic,
featuring Dionysian femininity, but
also a prince, a disappearance and a
grief-soaked journey into the night.

There is unfinished business to
the concept: Punchdrunk’s first
show in 2000 was an interpretation
of Pain’s story, only seen by four
people owing to cost constraints.
Two decades on, the storyis
squeezed into a winding series of
unlit corridors through which we
travel wearing our headsets, and

in which the everyday intersects
with the otherworldly, from the
teenager’s sparkly, poster-clad
bedroom to a castle’s gothic interior
and glittering forests. Johnson’s
parallel worlds hold shades of
Narnia - we wander through
children’s dens and wardrobes to
find fantasy realms nestling within
the quotidian.

Conceived by Punchdrunk’s
Felix Barrett, who co-directs with
Hector Harkness, it is a darkly

The story turnsintoa
weird kind of liminal
babble dealing in

unnameable fear

alluring production that plays with
well-worn tropes but spins them in
unfamiliar ways. “It’s all a dream,
surely?” says the narrator as the
tale takes strange twists, and it
feels like a beautiful, enveloping
one that hovers delicately between
bedtime story, fairytale, children’s
game and nightmare.

Groups of up to six venture into
the space under instruction of
silence but a sense of togetherness
grows. We enter without footwear,
and the textures change underfoot,
from a cushiony, soft-play style
floor to the sand-carpeted floors of
Pain’s story, and then soft grit, as
if we have steered off a path into
lost, bracken-floored woodlands.
The darkness holds us in safety at
times but also skulks around us, as
if alive (lighting design by Simon
Wilkinson).

But then we turn a corner and the
light throws up a thrilling vision: a

A A member of the audience during
the immersive adventure of Viola’s

Room at One Cartridge Place
PHOTOGRAPH: JULIAN ABRAMS

tree as luminous as a Yayoi Kusama
installation; a hastily left banquet,
gorgeously dainty in its opulence.
There is dazzling miniaturisation
with tiny castles whose lanterns
twinkle alongside large cut-out
silhouettes that have the effect of a
lifesize zoetrope.

The story does not follow
rational logic but turns into a weird
kind of liminal babble dealing in
unnameable fear, and you feel it
as you travel through ever darker,
narrower spaces. Barely an hour
long, it inspires so much puzzling
wonder that you want to go straight
back in to find other undisturbed
paths in the search for Viola.

Until 18 August

o

Zara Aleena’s
family tortured
by thought that
her death was
preventable

Caroline Davies

The family of Zara Aleena, who was
sexually assaulted and murdered in
east London while walking home
after a night out, is “tortured” by
thoughts that her “death was pre-
ventable” - and that a “crumbling
justice system” contributed to it.

As a jury-led inquest into the
death of the 35-year-old law gradu-
ate opened at Walthamstow coroner’s
court yesterday, her aunt, Farah Naz,
read a statement saying: “Since her
death we have been campaigning so
that our daughters, sisters, friends
can be safe and protected as Zara
never was. This is Zara’s legacy.”

Jordan McSweeney killed Aleena
early on26 June 2022 and was handed
alife sentence with aminimum term
of 38 years in December 2022 after
admitting her murder and sexual
assault. He later won an appeal to
reduce the minimum term. He mur-
dered Aleenain Ilford nine days after
his release from prison on licence.
After breaching the conditions of his
licence, adecision had been madeto
recall him to prison on 24 June 2022.

Naz told the jury that the fam-
ily was “tortured with the thought
that Zara’s death was preventable”,
adding that her niece’s murder high-
lighted “the crumbling justice system
[which is] meant to protect us”.

Aleena was a carer for her mother
and grandmother, “the rock of our
family” and it was the “proudest
moment for all of us” when she was
offered ajobasalegal assistant at the
Royal Courts of Justice.

She was “a carefree spirit with the
most caring heart” and had worked
to help resettle refugees in the UK.
“2022 was to be her year to live her
wildest dreams. She wanted to buy
her own home, find Mr Right and
to have children. The future looked
bright,” her aunt said.

Area coroner Nadia Persaud said
the purpose of the inquest was to
“consider the circumstance by which
Zara came by her death, which will
include whether any actions or omis-
sions of state bodies contributed to
her death”.

The jury was told that McSweeney,
29 at the time of the attack, received
his first custodial sentence aged 13,
with much of his life spent in prison
or under licence.

A Zara Aleena, a law graduate, was
described as the rock of her family
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Only three firms fined over poor
drinking-water quality since 2021

Helena Horton
Environment editor

The drinking water regulator has
brought only three prosecutions
against water companies for provid-
ing poor-quality water since 2021,
despite 362 instances in which water
was flagged as being unfit for human
consumption.

When the alarm israised that water
is not safe for human consumption
in England and Wales, the Drinking
Water Inspectorate can issue legal
instruments requiring water com-
panies to put in place a package of
measures.

The risks range from old pipes
causing discoloured water to a dete-
riorating water-treatment process.
The measures vary from replacing

old water pipes to rebuilding whole
water treatment works.

New figuresreveal thatonly atiny
fraction of these legal instruments
led to prosecutions. Water compa-
nies are under a legal obligation to
provide safe drinking water to their
customers.

Since 2021, the Drinking Water
Inspectorate has brought three
prosecutions: one against Southern
Water (2022), one against South West
Water (2022) and one against Wes-
sex Water in 2023. It also gave two
cautions against water companies:
one against Thames and one against
Southern Water, both in 2023.

Southern Water’s prosecution
related to water that was contami-
nated with sodium hypochlorite,
resulting in chlorate above the WHO
recommended guidelines in the
drinking water. The company was
fined £16,000and a victim surcharge
of £170. South West Water was fined
£233,333 and a victim surcharge of

£170 for providing water unfit for
human consumption. It was brown
and had a strange odour, and the
company responded at the time by
telling customers to add a slice of
lemon to remedy the taste.

Wessex Water was prosecuted for
providing water unfit for human con-
sumption owing to its appearance
and taste, and was fined £280,000
and a victim surcharge of £190.

This month, unsafe drinking water
led to more than 100 cases of crypto-
sporidium in the Brixham area of
Devon. About 17,000 households and
businesses were told by South West
Water not to use their tap water for

£280,000

The largest of the fines imposed
since 2021 after a prosecution by
the Drinking Water Inspectorate

drinking without boiling and cool-
ing it first after the parasitic disease
was detected in the water supply.
People have also been falling ill in
Beckenham, south-east London,
with Thames Water testing the sup-
ply for a potential cause.

The Liberal Democrats have put
forward plans for new Blue Flag riv-
ers, setting legally binding targets to
prevent sewage dumping in those
sites. Blue Flag rivers would give spe-
cial protected status for swimmers
and wildlife.

The party has also announced its
intention to abolish Ofwat, intro-
ducing a new regulator with greater
powers, as well as a ban on water
company executive bonuses.

The Lib Dems’ Tim Farron said:
“Itisanational scandal that drinking
water isbeing contaminated by prof-
iteering firms who show complete
disregard for public health and the
environment.

“Toothless regulators and failed
Conservative ministers are allowing
water firms to get away with this. A
slap on the wrist for contaminated
water isnot enough. This shows what
a farce the regulations are.”

The Drinking Water Inspectorate
declined to comment.

Going under
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A fritware

tile from the
19th-century
Qajar dynasty
depicting

a Persian
ruler and his
courtiersis
expected
tofetch
£700-£900
atOlympia
Auctions

in London
tomorrow,
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Black Lace singer Colin Gibb dies
days before he was due to retire

Ben Beaumont-Thomas

Colin Gibb, who had huge successasa
core member of the novelty pop band
Black Lace, has died aged 70 - days
before he was due toretire.

His wife, Sue Kelly, announced
the news on Facebook, writing: “I
love you Colin. You were so happy,
so looking forward to our new life,

A Colin Gibb, left, has died aged 70.
Bandmate Alan Barton died in 1995

now you’re gone. As we used to say,
always love you forever.”

His bandmate Dene Michael said
on X: “So sad to announce the passing
of my singing partner in Black Lace
Colin Gibb. Rest in peace my friend.
God bless you.”

Gibb joined Black Lacein 1976, and
thegrouprecorded their debut single,
Mary Ann, in 1979.

The bright, closely harmonised
track was selected as the UK’s Euro-
vision song contest entry that year,
with the band finishing seventhin the
Israel-hosted contest, but just missed
out on the UK Top 40.

In 1981 the band split, leaving Gibb
and Alan Barton to carry on as aduo.

This incarnation of Black Lace
found vast success. Theyrecorded a
version of Chicken Dance, AKA The
Birdie Song, in 1981, followed by their
first chart hit in 1983, Superman.

The nextyear brought their biggest
hit, Agadoo - a cover version of an
earlier Europop hit - which reached
No 2 in the UK and spent 35 weeks
on the charts, and found success
across Europe. They returned to the
UK Top 10 with their next single Do
the Conga. Barton died in 1995.

Gibb announced his retirement
only last month, saying: “All good
things must come toanend” and add-
ing that he would play a final concert
at a Tenerife hotel.

Asian hornets
overwinter in
UK for first
time and could
be here to stay

Helena Horton

DNA testing has confirmed that Asian
hornets overwintered in the UK for
the first time this year, meaning it is
very likely the bee-killing insect will
be here for good.

Asian hornets (Vespa velutina)
dismember and eat bees, and have
thrived in France, where they have
caused concern because of the num-
ber of insects killed. They sit outside
honeybee hives and capture bees as
they enter and exit, and chop up the
smaller insects and feed their tho-
raxes to their young.

Previously they were not estab-
lished in the UK, but earlier this
year experts raised the alarm about
a hornet that was captured in Kent
in March.

Despite the Department for Envi-
ronment, Food and Rural Affairs
(Defra) saying this month that there
was no concrete proof the hornets
had stayed here over winter, test-
ing from the government-backed
National Bee Unit has shown that
three queen hornets caught at Four
Oaksin East Sussex are the offspring
of a nest destroyed in nearby Rye in
November 2023. Thatimplies they are
here and breeding in the UK.

For the species to be classed as
naturalised in the UK, however, the
NBU says there needs tobe evidence
of areproducing population present
in the wild “for a significant num-
ber of generations”. Currently, only
one generation of hornets has been
found. “The presence of overwin-
tered hornets produced from a nest
found and destroyed late last year is
not considered tobe strong evidence
of an established population,” it said.

Just one Asian hornet can hunt
down and eat 30 to 50 honeybeesina
day. Asian hornet numbers have sky-
rocketed in the UK, with 57 sightings
in 2023, more than double the previ-
ous seven years combined.

It looks like 2024 may be an even
better year for the hornet, with 15
confirmed sightings so far. Three
sightings had been confirmed by the
same date in 2023.

The species first came to Europe
in 2004, when the insecrs were spot-
ted in France;itis thought they were
accidentally transported in cargo
from Asia. Defra was contacted for
comment.

a threat to UK honeybee populations
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Galleries had kneejerk’
reaction to Black Lives
Matter, says artist

Lanre Bakare
Arts and culture correspondent

British arts institutions deployed
“kneejerk” and “stopgap” responses
in the aftermath of the Black Lives
Matter movement as they attempted
toavoid criticism for the lack of diver-
sity in their collections, according to
the artist Gavin Jantjes.

The South Africa-born artist, who
was a key figure during the British
black art movement of the 1980s, told
the Guardian that under-pressure
organisations approached him tobuy
work that they had ignored since it
was made decades earlier.

He said: “Institutions would come
to me and say: ‘Do you have a work
from the 1970s we can buy?’ When I
was making those worksin the 1970s,
nobody wanted to look at them.”

During the Black Lives Matter
movement, most of the UK’s prom-
inent arts institutions released

statements pledging toaddressracial
bias and diversify senior leadership
teams. Since 2020 there has been
a dramatic rise in the number of
exhibitions featuring black artists.
But Jantjes believes institutions
were looking to paper over cracks
rather than engage meaningfully
with the work and its creators. “It’s
a kneejerk reaction, it’s a stopgap,”

A retrospective of Gavin
Jantjes’ work is about to open

he added. “That to me proves insti-
tutions still do not want to bother
investigating what artists are doing
today rather than talking about their
ethnicity, sexuality or post-colonial
engagement or whatever.”

Jantjes, who is having a career
retrospective at the Whitechapel

¥ School Days and Nights, a 1978
work by Gavin Jantjes, who said that
at the time no one wanted his art

PHOTOGRAPH: GAVIN JANTIES
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Galleryin east London this summer,
came to prominence in the UK when
he had an exhibition in 1976 at the
Institute of Contemporary Arts, mak-
ing him one of the first black artists
to hold a show there.
His work then was mostly collage,
mixing newspaper reports, magazine

images and text that focused on
apartheid. South Africa barred
Jantjes from returning because his
work was critical of the regime.

Jantjes was first exposed to art as
a three-year-old who went to a com-
munity art school near Cape Town,
where he lived until moving to Ham-
burg. Hebecame one of the first black
art lecturers in the UK, working at
what is now the University of the Arts
London. He then worked at the Arts
Council before moving to Norway,
where he was the artistic director of
the Henie Onstad Art Center.

The retrospective To Be Free! will
span the early collage works, later
figurative paintings and Jantjes’s
most recent abstract paintings,
which he started to work on once he
returned to Britain from Norway.

Jantjes said thatwhen he firstcame
to London in the 1970s it would be
almost impossible to find an exhibi-
tion of work by anyone who wasn’t
white but that things have now
changed dramatically, which he
views as an attempt to “correct the
record” because many black artists
from the 70s and 80s were ignored.
“It’s blatantly obvious that [galleries]
were myopic and overlooked things
deliberately. These works were good,
they were at the time, which is why
they’re still being collected now.”

To Be Free! is at the Whitechapel
Gallery from 12 June to 1 September
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Gethi faces no-confidence

vote as scandals cut through

Steven Morris

There was no honeymoon period
and precious little breathing room
for Vaughan Gething to relish the
historic achievement of becoming
the first black leader of a European
country.

Since he was chosen as Welsh
Labour leader and first minister 11
weeks ago, Gething has faced a slew
of allegations about donations, the
deletion of messages during the pan-
demic, and the sacking of a minister.

Tomorrow he will confront what
will be his most uncomfortable test
yet, a vote of no confidence in the

Senedd, the Welsh parliament, tabled
by the Conservatives.

UK Labour leaders and strategists
dismiss it as mischief making, but
there is growing evidence, in poll-
ing and doorstep conversations, that
the scandals are cutting through to
voters.

Whileit would be an exaggeration
tosay theissue was top of theagenda
at Cardiff market yesterday, people
were aware of it. “They’re going to
getrid of him, aren’t they?” said Tim
Close, abutcher. “He took £200,000.
Thatlooksterrible. It’salot of money.
If someone gives you that, they want
something back”

Lynette Ford, who has a knitting
stall, was pleased when Gething got

in: “He seemed different, but maybe
they all just think of themselves.”

Gething’s tenure has been over-
shadowed by £200,000 in donations
he took from a company whose
owner, David Neal, was convicted of
dumping waste on the Gwent Levels
and criticised over a landfill site in
Pembrokeshire described asa “stink
bomb on steroids”.

The first minister has repeat-
edly said he followed the rules. He
has expressed regret at the impact
the donations have had but has not
returned the cash.

Last month, the pressure was
ratcheted up by the emergence of
iMessages with fellow Labour mem-
bers from the time of the pandemic,

‘Hehasa
litany of
questions to
answer on his
judgment, his
transparency
and his
truthfulness’

Andrew

RT Davies
Leader, Welsh
Conservalives

4 The Welsh
first minister,
Vaughan

~ Gething, onthe
campaign trail
in Abergavenny
last week
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when Gething was health minister, in
which he said he was going todeletea
thread, leading to suspicions of deci-
sions being covered up.

It got worse when Gething sacked
his minister for social partnership,
Hannah Blythyn, suggesting she
had leaked the messages, which she
denied. Within hours, Plaid Cymru
had ended its cooperation agreement
with the Welsh government, mak-
ing it trickier for the government to
operate, as it does not have an over-
all Senedd majority.

Now comes the no confidence
vote. The motion callsonthe Senedd
to recognise the “genuine pub-
lic concern” over the donation and
highlights the iMessages and the min-
isterial sacking.

AndrewRTDavies, theleaderofthe
Welsh Conservatives, said: “Vaughan
Gething has a litany of questions to
answer on his judgment, his trans-
parency and his truthfulness.” The
opposition parties will support the
Tory motion. The Plaid leader, Rhun
ap Iorwerth, said: “The first minis-
ter has undermined his own office.”

12

The balance of the Senedd is deli-
cate. Labour holds only half of the 60
seats, but Gethingis helped by thelly-
wydd - the presiding officer - beinga
Plaid member. If the vote on the no
confidence motionis tied, she will be
obliged to vote againstitunder stand-
ing orders.

Unless Labour members rebel,
Gething should be safe. The vote is
notlegally bindingand doesnot auto-
matically trigger a process toremove
him. Butitis likely to further under-
mine his authority. Over the last few
years, the Welsh government has felt
more stable than in England, Scot-
land or Northern Ireland. It hasbegun
to feel a little shaky now.

The former Labour minister
Leighton Andrews said he believed
Labour members would rally against
a Tory motion in the middle of an
election. “What happens after the
general election in the run-up to
the next Senedd election [in 2026]
is another matter entirely,” he said.

Itisnotjustinthe Senedd that the
issue is a live one. There are more
than 4,000 signatures on two Geth-
ing petitions, one calling for a public
inquiry on the donations, one for
tighter rules around them.

Whenever Keir Starmer and other
UK leaders visit, they are asked
about Gething’s position. A poll last
month found that 70% of Welsh vot-
ersagreed that Gething should return
the donation.

In Butetown, the old Cardiff dock-
side area and a Gething stronghold,
there is some support for him. Mo, a
student, said the first minister did a
lot of good in the area: “He does his
best for people around here, he has
foryears. Politicsisa tough business.
You need money to fight.”

But Lyn Eynon, a former secretary
of the Butetown branch of the Labour
party, said: “For me, the mainissueis
not Vaughan Gethingasanindividual
but the role of money in Welsh poli-
tics. It will be difficult for me to vote
Labour this year, and I am seriously
considering voting for another party
for the first time.”

Nerys Lloyd-Pierce, a Cardiff envi-
ronment activist, said Gething had
proved he didn’t care about preserv-
ing the natural world. “I will not be
voting Labour, either in Wales or
nationally, while Gething is in post.”

Anna-Louise Marsh-Rees, who
leads Covid-19 Bereaved Families
Cymru, said theiMessages were “the
final straw”. She argued he should
have disclosed them before the Welsh
leg of the Covid inquiry in March.

World on track to miss target
for renewable electricity - IEA

Fiona Harvey
Environment editor

The world is not on track to meet the
goal of tripling renewable electricity
generation by 2030, a target viewed
asvital to enable a swift global transi-
tion away from fossil fuels, but there
are promising signs that the pace of
progress may be picking up.
Countries agreed in December last
year on a tripling of renewable power
by the end of this decade. But few

have taken concrete steps to meet
this requirement and on current pol-
icies and trends global renewable
generation capacity would roughly
only double in developed countries,
and slightly more than double glob-
allyby 2030, according to an analysis
by the International Energy Agency.
Fatih Birol, the executive direc-
tor of the IEA, said: “The tripling
target is ambitious but achievable -
though only if governments quickly
turn promises into plans of action.”
Governments should include

targets and policies on renewablesin
their national action plans for the cli-
mate, which are arequirement under
the Paris agreement, the IEA said.

The IEA, the gold standard for
global energy research, analysed
the domestic policies and targets
of nearly 150 countries, and found
that they would resultin about 8,000
gigawatts ofrenewable energy capac-
ity by 2030.

Thatis about 70% of the 11,000GW
of capacity needed to meet the tri-
pling goal agreed at the Cop28 UN
climate summit in Dubai last year.

Solar power makes up about half of
the capacity governments are plan-
ning to install, with wind making up
about a quarter.

Heymi Bahar, a seniorenergy ana-
lyst at the IEA and co-author of the

report Cop28: Tripling Renewable
Capacity Pledge, said: “Thereisagap,
but the gap is bridgeable.”

Last year, there was a record
increase in renewable capacity,
amounting to about 560GW, a 64%
increase on the capacity added in
2022. Solar and wind are still cheaper
than fossil fuels, and the IEA does not
foresee that changing. Thereis plenty
of solar manufacturing capacity, and
supply issues with wind power com-
ponents are being resolved. Some
wind companies that had been in

60GW

The amount that renewable
capacity increased by last year, a
64% increase on the 2022 figure

difficulty owing to high component
prices were moving back to profita-
bility, said Bahar.

Some countries are moving faster
than their national targets. Last year,
China added more new renewable
generation capacity than the rest of
the world combined. “It was incred-
ible,” said Bahar. “One of thereasons
is that solar and wind are so much
cheaper than coal.”

Governments now need to focus
on upgrading their electricity grids,
which are a major block on progress
in many places, Bahar added.

Governments are meeting this
week and next in Bonn to discuss
the pledges made at Cop28, and pro-
gress towards the Cop29 conference,
which will take place in November in
Azerbaijan.
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» Dale, 48,
New York City:
‘I never wanted
to be a girl, Ijust
wanted to be a
cowboy with
red lipstick.
Now, far away
from Texas, I
feel powerful
and free’
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WV Paulina,
Hawaii: ‘I live
out here because
I like to sparkle’

Under cover

For seven years, the US
photographer Barbara
Peacock crisscrossed the
country taking picturesof
peoplein the spaces they
defined as theirbedrooms
-whetherindoors or
outdoors, in tents, cars or
buses. Peacock'simages,
alongside the words of

the people they depict,
are collected inanew
book, American Bedroom, 4 |
published by Kehrer Verlag. ¢ : 7o Kl

family, Portland,
Maine: ‘Our
world revolves
around autism
but it’s our
hearts that keep
us together’




Tuesday 4 June 2024 The Guardian

e
g [

A The Lafayette
family, Detroit,
Michigan: ‘I
really want
better for my
kids. Right now,
we all live in
oneroom’

.

4 Laverne, 72,
and James, 74,
Big Stone

Gap, Virginia:
‘Finding love
latein life has
taught me not
to be shy or
embarrassed
by my body’

. W Jon, 66, and
. Doris, 97,

. Overland

. Park, Kansas:

. ‘Caring for my
. motherinthe

. final months of
. her life was the
. most profound
. thing I haveever
. experienced’

: A The Mathews

. family, Saratoga
. Springs, Utah:

. ‘Endless

. possibilities and
. adventure! We

. sold our home

. and just about

. everything we

owned three

: years ago’

A Jeremiah, 45,
Kauai, Hawaii:
‘I’ve been
sleeping in the
grass between
the trees, sky
and by the
ocean for six
years now. My

body and soul
are clean’

4 Jamie, 44, and
the Seh-Nielsen
family, Victor,
Idaho: ‘These
apples of my eye
remind me to
slow down and
see the beauty

in all things’
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‘Ball is in Hamas's court’
over Middle East peace
plan, White House says

Julian Borger Jerusalem
Bethan McKernan Washington

Maldives tobar Israelis

The White House said yesterday the
“ballis in Hamas’s court” on whether
toacceptanew Gaza peace proposal,
despite mixed signals from Benjamin
Netanyahu thatreflect turmoil within
his governing coalition.

The Israeli prime minister said any
deal that did notlead to the complete
destruction of Hamas’s military and
governing capacity would be a “non-
starter”. He told the Knesset: “The
claims that we have agreed toa cease-
fire without our conditions being met
are incorrect.”

But the US national security
spokesperson, John Kirby, said: “I’ve
heard different statements coming
out of Israel.” He pointed out that
the country’s foreign minister, Israel
Katz, had acknowledged that it was
an Israeli proposal.

“Hamas has now got this proposal.
It gotit Thursday night. We’re await-
ing an official response by them,”
Kirby said. “They ought to take the
deal. This gives them what they’ve
been looking for, which is a cease-
fire and over time, through phases,
the potential withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Gaza.

“It is fair to say that the ball is
Hamas’s court,” he said.

US officials said the proposal had
evolved in discussions between
US, Israeli and Qatari negotiators in
the past few weeks. However, Net-
anyahu had been given just a few
hours notice that Biden would make
it public on Friday.

The officials insisted that the tim-
ing, with Biden speaking when Israeli
government offices were closed for
the sabbath and the country’s most
conservative, religiously observant
politicians had cut themselves off
from the internet and other com-
munications, was not deliberate but
was dictated by the fact that the plan
was delivered to Hamas on Thursday.

It was transmitted to the Hamas
political leadership based in Qatar,
but officials said it could take time for
it tobe conveyed to Yahya Sinwar, the
militant group’s leader in Gaza, and
for areply to come back from him.

The first phase of the proposal
would be similar to an earlier plan
that failed towin agreement. Over six
weeks, Hamas would release elderly,
sick, wounded and women hostages,
and Israel would free a greater num-
ber of Palestinian detainees. There
would be a ceasefire and Israeli forces

P e, - N
The Maldives says it will ban
Israelis from entering the country,
known for its luxury resorts, with
the office of the president making
the announcement amid public
anger over the war in Gaza.

Mohamed Muizzu, the Maldives
president, has “resolved to impose
a ban on Israeli passports”, a
spokesperson for his office said in
a statement, without giving details
of when the new law would take
effect. The country is visited by
thousands of Israelis every year.

In response, Israel’s foreign
ministry recommended that
its citizens not travel to the
Maldives, including those with
dual citizenship. “For Israeli
citizens already in the country, it is
recommended to consider leaving,
because if they find themselves in
distress for any reason, it will be
difficult for us to assist,” it said.

The Maldives decision comes
amid mounting international
fallout for Israel in a number of
spheres, including business and
academia, over the Gaza war.

A month ago, Turkey imposed
a ban on the import and export of
goods to and from Israel, which
Israeli media said yesterday had
resulted in significant shortages.

Israel, which imports 40% of its
concrete from Turkey, has been
forced to shop for more expensive
concrete in Europe, while
household brands such as Heinz,
Gillette, Braun and Pampers - that
had been imported from Turkey by
Diplomat, a major Israeli company
- have also been affected.

On Friday it was announced
that Israeli firms would not be
allowed to have a stand at the
Eurosatory arms fair in Paris.

The Maldives decision came
after pressure from opposition
parties and government allies in
the predominantly Muslim nation
on the president to ban Israelis.
Peter Beaumont

would pull back from densely pop-
ulated areas, allowing Gazans to
go back to whatever is left of their
homes, and 600 trucks of humani-
tarian assistance would crossinto the
coastal strip each day.

At the same time there would be
negotiations on how to reach a sec-
ond, more comprehensive phase,
which would involve the release of all
remaining hostages and the freeing
of more Palestinian prisoners, a com-
plete withdrawal of Israeli troops and
a permanent cessation of hostilities.
A third phase would address recon-
struction and governance in Gaza.

One of the innovations of the new
proposalisaclause saying the initial
six-week ceasefire would extend as
long as negotiations for a second
phase continued, so there would
not bealooming deadline that would
trigger a return to combat.

It is in the transition between the
firstand second phase where the gaps
between Biden and Netanyahu’s ver-
sions are the greatest. The plan, as
spelled out by the US president, sug-
gested that Hamas and Israel would
negotiate the second phase, but the
Israeli prime ministerinsisted Hamas
would have to be smashed before
there could be an enduring ceasefire.

Biden said Hamas wasno longerin
a position to launch another attack
like its 7 October assault on south-
ern Israel that killed 1,200 people
and triggered the current Gaza war,
implying that Israel had achieved
its military objectives. However,
Netanyahu suggested the oblitera-
tion of the extremist group had tobe
more extensive and final.

A spokesperson for the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF), R Adm Daniel
Hagari, said last night that the mili-
tary would be able to ensure Israel’s
security in any Gaza truce and hos-
tage release deal decided on by the
government.

The IDF also said that four more
Israeli hostages held by Hamas
had died in captivity. The four
were named as Haim Perry, Yoram
Metzger, Amiram Cooper and Nadav
Popplewell, a British-Israeli citizen.
Allhad appeared alive in hostage vid-
eos posted earlier by Hamas.

About 120 hostages are still unac-
counted for, of whom 40 are thought
to have died.

Netanyvahu told his cabinet
yesterday that Israel’s first priority
was to destroy Hamas, and the first
stage of the plan announced by Biden
could be implemented on its own
without agreeingto an end to the war.
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urgence

in north highlights risk of

‘forever war’, experts say

Jason Burke
International security
correspondent

here may be more

Hamas militants in

the north of Gaza,

supposedly cleared by

Israeli forces months

ago, than in Rafah, the
territory’s southernmost city that
was described by Israeli officials as
the militant Islamist organisation’s
“last stronghold”, analysts believe.

More than 1 million people have

fled Rafah after instructions from
the Israel Defense Forces, the

biggest wave of displacement since
the early months of the conflict.
The IDF has said repeatedly that
four Hamas brigades - its biggest
remaining force - are in Rafah.

But though Israeli forces have
now invaded Rafah, it was fighting
in Jabaliya, the second-most
populous town in northern Gaza,
that was described last month
by IDF officials as “perhaps the
fiercest” yet seen in the seventh-
month-long conflict.

“There are more Hamas armed
people in the north of Gazain the
places that the IDF has already
moved out of than ... in Rafah.
Those are the IDF’s numbers ...
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Hamas is controlling all those
areas,” Eyal Hulata, the head of
Israel’s national security council
from 2021 to last year, said last
month. Israeli officials, including
the prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, have long claimed that
the Rafah offensive, despite strong
opposition from many allies, will
achieve their aims of destroying
Hamas’s capability to threaten
Israel and freeing hostages.

The battles in Jabaliya between
lightly armed Hamas militants
and a powerful IDF underlines the
threat of a “forever war” continuing
for months or even years as Israel
tries to stamp out a tenacious
insurgency, experts say.

“Hamas was in complete control
here in Jabaliya until we arrived a
few days ago,” the IDF said before
its May operation, four months
after its spokesperson Daniel Hagari
claimed militants were operating
in the area only sporadically and
“without commanders”.

The resurgence of Hamas also
involves a concerted effort to

maintain the group’s authority over
all aspects of civilian life.

“This is not some kind of shadow
government ... The leaders of
Hamas are very flexible and they
have adapted to the new situation,”
said Michael Milshtein, from the
Moshe Dayan Center for Middle
Eastern and African Studies, an
Israeli thinktank.

Residents of Jabaliya said they
had seen Hamas officials last month
patrolling markets, enforcing
price controls on key goods and
organising distribution of aid.

The difficulties faced by the IDF
in achieving a decisive victory may
discourage Hamas from agreeing
to a peace deal presented by Joe
Biden on Friday. Sources close to
Hamas say Yahya Sinwar, its leader
in Gaza, believes the humanitarian
crisis in the territory and growing
international outrage towards Israel
strengthens Hamas in negotiations.
More than 36,000 people have died
in Gaza since the beginning of the
Israeli offensive, mostly women
and children, according to local
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A A refugee camp after an Israeli
strike. More than 36,000 people
have died in Gaza since October
PHOTOGRAPH: ABED RAHIM KHATIB/ANADOLU

health authorities. The figures
do not differentiate between
combatants and civilians.

Mkhaimar Abusada, a professor
of political science at al-Azhar
University in Gaza, believes
the high civilian casualties will
spur recruitment. “Thereisa
widespread belief that Israel is not
at war with Hamas, but with the
Palestinian people,” he said.

Netanyahu has resisted pressure
from allies and the IDF to outline a
plan for civilian administration of
Gaza for fear of losing the support
of far-right ministers.

The US secretary of state, Antony
Blinken, said Israel was “on the
trajectory, potentially, to inherit
an insurgency with many armed
Hamas left or, if [Israel] leaves
[Gaza], a vacuum filled by chaos,
filled by anarchy and probably
refilled by Hamas.”

Jury panel
selection
begins for
Hunter
Biden trial

Guardian staff

Jury selection began yesterday in the
federal gun case against the US pres-
ident’s son, Hunter Biden.

The proceedings seriously compli-
cate Joe Biden’sre-election campaign
as Republicans search for a distrac-
tion in the wake of Donald Trump’s
conviction last week of 34 felony
counts of falsified business records.

Inashow of support, Jill Biden, the
first lady, was at the federal court-
housein Delaware where herstepson
is facing trial.

In a statement, the president said
that as a father he had “boundless
love for my son, confidence in him,
and respect for his strength”.

Prosecutors allege Hunter Biden
lied about his druguse on application
forms when he bought a handgun in
2018, while in the throes of addiction.

In theory, he could face a jail sen-
tence, but it is widely regarded as
unlikely.

“I am the president, but I am also
a dad,” Biden said, adding that he
would not comment further on the
federal case.

Hunter Biden, the president’s
youngestand only surviving son, has
struggled with drug addiction and a
troubled private life.

“Jill and I love our son, and we
are so proud of the man he is today,”
the president wrote. “Hunter’s resil-
iencein the face of adversity and the
strength he has brought to hisrecov-
ery are inspiring to us.”

Prospective jurors were ques-
tioned by thedistrictjudge Maryellen
Noreika to determine whether they
could be fair and impartial.

The questions ranged from their
knowledge of the case to their
thoughts about gun ownership and
whether they or anyone close to them
had struggled with substance abuse
or addiction or ever owned a gun.

Other questions focused on the

A Hunter Biden arrives at court
with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden

role politics may have played in the
charges.

One prospective juror said she
did not know whether she could
be impartial because of the opinion
she had formed about Hunter Biden
based on media reports. “It’s not a
good one,” shereplied when an attor-
ney asked her opinion.

Another prospective juror was dis-
missed because hisfamily had along
history in law enforcement, and he
said he could not be impartial.

A third was excused because he
was very aware of the case and said:
“It seems like politics is playing a big
role in who gets charged with what
and when.”

The president’s son has acknowl-
edged beingaddicted tocrack cocaine
during the period when he purchased
a handgun in 2018, but his lawyers
have said he did not break the law.

In his memoir, Beautiful Things,
he described becoming consumed
by drugs and alcohol after his older
brother, Beau, died at 46 from brain
cancer in 2015. The brothers were
close, having survived a car crash
when they were children that killed
their mother and baby sister.

Hunter Biden has said he hasbeen
sober since 2019. But prosecutors
intend to use his memoir to make the
case that he knew he was addicted to
drugs when he denied it on the form
that every person must fill out when
buying a gun.

A plea deal aimed at avoiding a
trial collapsed last year, though it is
possible some form of pact could be
revived.

Republicans are expected totry to
use this trial - and another more seri-
ousone over taxissues that hasbeen
set for September - as aline of attack
against the president, as they have
sought to do for several years.

Republicans will no doubt be
motivated by Trump’s host of legal
travails. The former president was
found guilty last week of falsifying
business records linked to hush-
money payments to the adult film
actor Stormy Daniels to cover an affair
that was seen as potentially harming
his 2016 election prospects.

Like Hunter Biden, Trump could
facejail, though that isalsoregarded
as an unlikely outcome.

The timing of the trial is unfortu-
nate for Democrats, who are seeking
to highlight Trump’s ignominious
mantle as the first former US presi-
dent with a criminal conviction.

Joe Biden, in keeping with hisrep-
utation as a close family man, has
stuck by Hunter Biden through all his
troubles and thatisunlikely tochange
during the trial, whichis expected to
last about a week. However, the trial
could air potentially embarrassing
family details.

David C Weiss, the special coun-
sel overseeing the prosecution, has
signalled that he will call Hunter
Biden’s ex-wife, Kathleen Buhle, to
the stand. Prosecutors may also call
Beau’swidow, Hallie Biden, who was
dating Hunter Biden in 2018.

Additional reporting
Associated Press
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Dutch pair face #=;
jail in Latvia
after helping
refugees to
reach safety

Shaun Walker

Two Dutch people are facing prison
sentences of up to eight years in
Latvia over what they say was an
act of compassion to help a group
of refugees reach safety, including
the sister of one of the pair.

The case has put Latvia’s harsh
laws on migration under the spot-
light and comes as a rights activist
also faces jail time, for helping refu-
gees who crossed into Latvia via the
country’s border with Belarus.

Dutch citizens Abdulaal Hussein,
a 24-year-old actor, and Martine
Doppen, a 30-year-old climate cam-
paigner, have been released on bail.
They are due to stand trial this year.

Hussein, who is of Sudanese ori-
gin, said his younger sister, Mabroka,
left Sudan last spring after taking part
in a documentary that highlighted
her activism against the regime there
and receiving threats.

After making it to Egypt, desper-
ate toreach the safety of Europe, she
paid intermediaries to help her with
a journey via Russia and Belarus.
Her group was able to cross the border
to Latvia but the smugglers left her
and a group of four other Sudanese
people at an abandoned farmhouse
without food, water or heating.

“When she was able to contact us
with her location, we tried to find
someonein Latvia who could help her

 World

P Migrants at
Belarus’s border
with Poland in
2021. Poland
and Latvia have
been accused

of violent
‘pushbacks’

but it was impossible, so we decided
to go there ourselves and rescue
her,” Doppen said. A shaky handheld
video shows the moment of joy when
Hussein and his sister were reunited.
He and Doppen took Mabroka and
two other Sudanese women in the
group to their car and drove them to
anacquaintance’s housein Lithuania.

“We left some food but the two
people who were left behind were
weak and scared. We just followed
our gut feeling and decided we had
to go back for them,” said Doppen.

She and Hussein were driven by
the human instinct to help peoplein
need, she said, and they knew that
if the Latvian authorities caught the
refugees they would probably be
pushed back to Belarus.

The route through Belarus into
the EU has been used by many peo-
ple since 2021, when the regime of
Alexander Lukashenko was accused
of weaponising migration by allow-
ing people from conflict-stricken
countries to enter Belarus and then
encouraging them to cross the border.

Guards in Poland and Latvia have
been accused of violent “pushbacks”,

not allowing people who cross to
claim asylum. They are then often
stuck in a forested “grey zone” for
days or weeks as Belarusian guardsdo
notallow them toreturn furtherinto
Belarus. Many people have died at
the border over the past three years.

An Amnesty International reportin
late 2022 found instances of system-
atic mistreatment by Latvian guards
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A Abdulaal
Hussein, his
sister Mabroka
and Martine

Doppen.

Abdulaal and
Doppen are to
stand trial for

helping refugees
who crossed
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: into Latvia

. via Belarus.

: Mabroka left

. Sudan after

. being an activist
. against the

. regime there.

. They drove her

. from Latvia

. to Lithuania

of people who crossed the border.
“Latvian authorities ... tortured and
ill-treated people; subjected many to
excessive use of force; and arbitrarily
detained people in secret locations,
possibly amounting to enforced
disappearance in some cases,” the
report said.

Hussein and Doppen drove back to
pick up the pair, arriving late at night.
Soon after collecting them they were
stopped at aroad block and arrested
on suspicion of people-smuggling.
All four were taken toa police station.

“I explained to the police that
these people arein danger, they have
been without food for five days, and
they didn’t care at all, they left them
on the ground in the police station
for the entire night,” said Doppen.

She and Hussein were arrested.
She wasreleased on bail, quickly, for
€6,200 (£5,280), while Hussein was
sent tojail and released aftera month
after a bail payment of €30,000.

“While the law does not prohibit
a person, for example, from provid-
ing food and drink, as soon as it is
transported or shelter is provided,
criminal liability ensues with severe
consequences,” said Raimonds Brie-
dis, Hussein’s lawyer. The pair face
between two and eight years in jail.

The trial appears to be part of
an attempt to intimidate anyone
who may want to help at the border.
Unlikein Poland, where a network of
activists offers help and assistance
to people who cross from Belarus,
in Latvia there is almost nobody
carrying out such work.

Ieva Raubisko, one of the few activ-
ists tohave done soinrecent years, is
on trial and facing a sentence ofup to
two years for helping a group of peo-
ple in need who crossed the border.

She was arrested for giving assis-
tance to Syrian refugees in a closed
zone near the border early in 2023.
She said her case and thatagainst the
Dutch pair were designed to deter
anyone from helping refugees.

“We have a border with two
violent, unpredictable regimes,
and there is a war going on. I can
understand the security concerns.
But I cannot accept people losing

limbs or dying unidentified at our
borders,” she said.
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CJD expert ‘cut off' from Canada
brain illness review emails claim

Leyland Cecco
Toronto

A leading government scientist in
Canada has alleged he was barred
from investigating a mystery brain
illnessin New Brunswick and said he
fears more than 200 people affected
by the condition are experiencing
unexplained neurological decline.

The allegations, in leaked emails
to a colleague seen by the Guardian,
have emerged two years after the
eastern province closed itsinvestiga-
tion into a possible “cluster” of cases.

“My scientificopinionis that there
is something real going on in [New
Brunswick] that absolutely cannot
be explained by the bias or personal
agenda of an individual neurologist,”
wrote Michael Coulthart, a promi-
nent microbiologist. “There are just
too many (now over 200).”

New Brunswick health officials
warned in 2021 that more than 40
residents were suffering from a possi-
ble unknown neurological syndrome,
with symptoms similar to those of
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease - a brain
disorder caused by misformed pro-
teins known as prions. The symptoms
were varied and dramatic: some
started drooling and others feltbugs
were crawling on their skin.

A year later an independent
committee set up by the province
determined the patients had most
likely been misdiagnosed and were
suffering from known illnesses such
as cancer and dementia.

The committee and the New
Brunswick government also cast
doubt on the work of the neurolo-
gist Alier Marrero, who was initially
referred dozensof casesintheregion,
and subsequently identified more.
The doctor has sincebecome a fierce

advocate for patients he feels have
been neglected by the province.

A final committee report found
there was no “cluster”.

But leaked emails viewed by the
Guardian suggest senior research
scientists in Canada’s public health
agency, PHAC, remain concerned
about the cause of a seemingly
unexplained illness that dispropor-
tionately affects younger people.

Inan October 2023 email exchange
with another PHAC member, Coult-
hart, who served as the federal lead
in the 2021 investigation into the
New Brunswick illness, said he had
been “essentially cut off” from any
involvement in the issue, adding he
believed the reason was political.

Coulthart, who heads Canada’s
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease Surveil-
lance System, did not respond to
a request for comment. But in the
leaked email, he wrote that he

believed an “environmental expo-
sure - or acombination of exposures
- is triggering and/or accelerating a
variety of neurodegenerative syn-
dromes” with people seemingly
susceptible to protein-misfolding ail-
ments, including Alzheimer’s disease
and Parkinson’s disease.

The complexity of the issue had
given politiciansa “loophole” to con-
clude “nothing coherent” was going
on. “For now all we can do ... is con-
tinue to collect information on the
cases that come to us assuspect prion
disease,” he wrote.

Copies of the emails were sent to
the parliamentary health commit-
tee in March. The committee did not
respond to a request for comment.

New Brunswick’s health depart-
ment did not respond to specific
guestions about Coulthart’s emails.
It said: “Although Dr Alier Marrero
hasmade statements regarding find-
ings and observations withregardsto
alarge number of patients, since May
2023, Public Health New Brunswick
has received a total of only 29 com-
plete notifications from Dr Marrero.
These are being reviewed.”

Marrero declined to comment on
the emails and directed questionsto
the province’s health authority.

Bearfaced
cheek as koala
raids plant
nursery in
broad daylight

Lisa Cox
Sydney

Claude the koala became Australia’s
cutest thief and a viral sensation
when he was filmed munching on
seedlings at a nursery in New South
Wales (NSW) in September.

But fame has only made him more
brazen, with the hungry marsupial
now helping himself to a weekday
feed in front of staff at the Eastern
Forest Nursery near Lismore.

New photos show Claude makinga
meal of eucalyptus seedlings in broad
daylight as a nursery worker looks on.
He reached the plants after climbing
ashade clothand down a pole. Previ-
ously the koala would raid seedlings

at night or on weekends when no one
was around.

“We had noideathatakoala would
actually come into the nursery and
feed directly on our plants. I would
never have believed it until I saw
Claude sitting there on the pole,”
the nursery’s manager, Humphrey
Herington, said.

“We all found it quite amusing, but
at thesame time he hascaused quitea
lot of damage and continues to come
back and visit the nursery.”

Adorable though Claude may be,
conservationists say his behaviour
highlights a serious problem - there
is not enough food in the heavily
cleared local environment in the
Northern Rivers region of NSW for
koalas to eat.

“Claude and his friends raiding
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the nursery to eat seedlings shows
they’re desperate for food trees,” said
Maria Borges from WWF Australia.

“This area in the Northern Rivers,
especially around Lismore, is heavily
cleared and it’s really missing good-
guality habitat for them.

“We need to plant more trees and
urgently stop tree clearing, especially
around the Northern Rivers, which is
astronghold for koala populationsin
New South Wales.”

About 500 seedlings that Claude
had munched on have just been
planted in the area to help provide
food for him and his friends.

The seedlings were unsuitable
for sale but still viable, so Herington
donated them to WWF Australia,
whichis fundingalarger community
tree-planting project. Community
groups have planted 400,000 seed-
lings in the region and are aiming to
reach as many as 500,000 by theend
of the year.

A 2020 NSW parliamentary inquiry
found koalas would be extinctin the
state by 2050 without urgent action.

“We’re in one of the most biodi-
verse, rich areas on this continent,
but historical clearing has seriously
degraded the area,” said the NSW
Greens MP Sue Higginson.

“I'm privileged tobe a custodian of
this little patch of the Northern Riv-
ers. My job, while I'm here, is tomake
this place better.

“We’redoing this because we have
anincredible koala population hang-
ing on for dear survival right here”
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Eyes on Russia
after coffins
draped with
tricolour left
at Eiffel Tower

Kim Willsher
Paris

French police are investigating
whether the placing of five full-sized
coffins covered with the French tri-
colour at the Eiffel Tower at the
weekend was anotheract of Russian
interference.

Three men were formally put
under investigation yesterday - the
equivalent of being charged - in
connection with the coffins, each of
which was inscribed with “French
soldiers in the Ukraine”.

The inscription is believed to be
a reference to the French president,
Emmanuel Macron, raising the pos-
sibility of sending western troops to
Ukraine, a suggestion Moscow has
described as “dangerous”.

The incident also followed talks
between French and Ukrainian
defence ministers a week ago in
which the possibility of France send-
ing military instructors to Ukraine to
train its forces was raised.

Detectives are investigating links
between one of the suspects and the
vandalism of the Holocaust memorial
in Parisa week ago; 35red hands were
painted on the monument, which
honoursindividuals who saved Jews
from persecution during the 1940-44
Nazi occupation of France.

On Saturday, security cameras
showed a white van with Bulgarian
number plates stopping near the Eif-
fel Tower and two men removing the
coffins from the vehicle. The driver,
a 34-year-old Bulgarian national,
was subsequently arrested and told
police he had been paid to transport
the coffins.

He said he had arrived in Paris from
Bulgaria the previous evening and
met up with the two other suspects -
a German and a Ukrainian - who had
travelled to France separately. They
were later arrested at a Paris coach
terminal as they were about to board
a bus to Berlin.

All three said they had been paid
todeposit the coffins and needed the
money as they were unemployed.

The driver and the German were
also subject to an expulsion order
from France, Le Parisien reported.
It said police sources had confirmed
one of the men involved in Saturday’s
incident was being looked at in con-
nection with the red-hands graffiti.

A Three men have been charged
over the incident at the Eiffel Tower
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German floods prove
need for urgent climate
action, says chancellor

Kate Connolly
Berlin

The German chancellor, OlafScholz,
said floodingin the south of the coun-
try was acall toaction on the climate
crisis, as the death toll from the dis-
aster rose yesterday and thousands
faced another night away from their
homes.

Atleast four people havedied, oth-
ers are missing and thousands have
been forced to evacuate after tor-
rential rain at the weekend caused
widespread flooding in Bavaria.

Speaking on a visit to Reicherts-
hofen, in a flood-hit area north of
Munich, Scholz said such floods were
no longer a “one-off”.

“This is an indication that some-
thingisup here. We must not neglect
the task of stopping man-made cli-
mate change,” he said.

The Bavarian state premier,
Markus Soder, who accompanied
Scholz on his visit, said there was

no “full insurance” against climate
change. “Events are happening here
that have never happened before,” he
said, after a state of emergency was
declared by districts across Bavaria.

The flooding, which comes just a
fortnight before Germany hosts the
Euro 2024 football championships,
raised concerns about transport infra-
structure during the tournament.

While no matches are due to be
held inthe affected areas, it hasbeen
suggested that the disruption caused
by the flooding could have a knock-
on effect on hundreds of thousands
of football fans as they travel to ven-
ues across the country.

Over the weekend, a volunteer
firefighter died while trying to res-
cue trapped residents.

Police in Baden-Wiirttemberg said
yesterday a man and a woman had
been found dead in the basement
of their house in Schorndorf after
the flooding. The same fate befell
a 43-year-old woman in Schroben-
hausen, Bavaria.

o L et 4. P
The historic city of Regensburg,
with a population 0f150,000 people,
announced a state of emergency yes-
terday as the waterreached a critical
point amid fears that the record del-
uges of 2013 and 2002 could be
repeated.

The German military and the
national relief organisation, THW,
were in the area helping to res-

cue people and clearing dangerous

WV A cormorant sits on a streetlamp

after the River Neckar overflowed its

banks in the city of Heidelberg
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obstacles. Passengers stranded on
Sunday were given refuge in trains
in Stuttgart, Nuremberg and Munich.

Scholz expressed his gratitude
to rescue workers, saying they had
“tried to prevent the worst from
happening and to save lives”. He
promised federal support for flooded
areas and said that this was the fourth
time he had visited a flood-stricken
region this year.

“Thisshows how the situation has
changed due to climate change,” the
chancellor said.
Environmentalists called for a
greater willingness among politi-
cians and the population at large to
recognise the link between the high
rains and floods, and climate change.

Additional reporting
Agence France-Presse and Reuters
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‘Yes, we have
phones here’
Stereotypes
skewered

by Nigerian
TikTok star

Sarah Johnson

hen Charity
Ekezie joined
TikTok and
started posting
videos from her
home in Abuja,
Nigeria, in 2020, she had just left a
job ataradio station and thought it
might be a good way to keep busy
and not let her journalism skills

Charity Ekezie shares
witty rebuttals to
questions about Africa
with her 4.5m followers

fall away.

Within months, she began to
realise from the comments on
her posts that some people knew
nothing about Africa. People from
the US and Europe would ask her
how she had a phone or whether
there was water in Africa.

“Wait, are you serious?” Ekezie
remembers thinking at the time.
“This is not the Africallivein. I
mean, we have phones in Africa.
There is bottled water here. I
decided to start responding.”

Armed with humour and some
heavy sarcasm, Ekezie’s sharp and
witty rebuttals to questions such as
“does Africa have aeroplanes?” and
“do you have shoes in Africa?” have
gained the 32-year-old a combined
following of more than 4.5m across
TikTok, Instagram, YouTube
and Facebook, with some posts
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viewed tens of millions of times.

In one TikTok post responding toa
question asking how Africans can
afford phones but not water, she
holds a bottle of water with more
stacked behind her, and explains
that every month people gather for
a spitting festival. “All the mendoa
spiritual chant led by the wizard of
the community and all the women
and girls take turns to spit ina drum
... After two days, we go and the
salivais purified. We can now take
it and drink,” she jokes.

People laughed at the videos,
so Ekezie made more, and more
questions came. She thinks some
were people trolling her, but many
were genuine.

One post featured her and
two cousins dancing in a lake,
responding to comments saying
there is no water in Africa. It
has had more than 22m views
but also attracted thousands of
racist comments. Ekezie didn’t
always spot the racism. “I didn’t
understand it,” she says. “I knew
the concept of racism but I had
never been treated in a racist way
before. It hurt me so much.”

But she has also received a lot
of positive feedback from many
Africans, some of whom join in on
the joke in the comments section.
On one post making light of the fact
that many people don’t understand
Africais a continent rather thana
single country, people from nations
across Africa commented with
emojis of their flags. “No matter
the country they came from, they
were united and in on the joke,”
says Ekezie. “One person said: ‘You
are single-handedly going to unite
Africa’ That was so cool.”

Ekezie is grateful social media
allows her to share her perspective.
Since her following on YouTube has
rocketed, she has been able to make
a living from the posts.

“I’m not saying African countries
are perfect,” she says. “I mean,
which country is perfect anyway?
But we need to put our best foot
forward. People need to know that,
in as much as we have our own
problems, we are also amazing.

We have amazing culture, amazing
food, amazing people.”

Paris ‘emptied of vulnerable

people’ in lead-up to Olympics

Kim Willsher
Paris

Thousands of homeless people have
beenremoved from Paris and the sur-
rounding area as part of a “clean-up”
operation before the Olympic Games,
campaigners say.

Those moved on included
migrants, families and children
already in a precarious and vul-
nerable situation, the collective Le
Revers de la Médaille, which repre-
sents 90 associations, said in areport
yesterday.

Police were also cracking down on
prostitutes and drugaddicts, remov-
ing them from their usual networks in
which they could receive vital health
care and support, it added.

“The Ile-de-France region has
been emptied of some of the peo-
ple that the powers that be consider
undesirable,” it concluded.

The collective said expulsions and
thedismantling of tent campsinand
around the city had intensified since
Aprillast year, and that 12,545 people
had been moved in thelast 13 months.

Paul Alauzy, a coordinator for
Meédecins du Monde, accused the
authorities of “social cleansing” the
city’s most precarious population
in order for Paris to “appear in the
most flattering light possible” for the
Olympics. He said people were being
bussed to temporary centres set up
last year in other regions as a short-
term fix for the problem.

“They are hiding the misery under
the rug,” he said. “If this really was

a dignified solution to the problem,
people would be fighting to get on
the buses. They’re not. We are in
the process of making life impossi-
ble for these people and those who
support them.”

The collective said at least 20,000
homes were needed across France,
including 7,000 in the Ile-de-France
region, to provide a long-term solu-
tion for the homeless. Paris city hall
had come up with a plan to provide
1,000 urgent places but it had yet to
be approved by the prefect, the state
representative, it added.

Thereport qualified social cleans-
ing as “the harassment, expulsion
and disappearance of populations
categorised by the public authori-
ties as undesirable from the venues
where the Games are happening”.

“This clean-up is based on a dou-
ble approach of dispersal toavoid the
creation of informal settlements that
would be too visible, and the removal
from the Paris conurbation of those
people who are in a very precari-
ous situation and who may occupy

public space on a daily basis,” it said.
“Although these public policies have
been in place for a number of years,
a number of indicators lead us to
believe that the Olympic Games are
acting as an accelerator.”

Anne Hidalgo, the Paris mayor,
has said city hall has been asking the
government, which isresponsible or
emergency housing, tocome up with
a credible plan to accommeodate the
estimated 3,600 peoplelivingon the
capital’s streets “for years”.

A Seats being set up in Paris’s central
security zone, where 300 people were
said to face removal for the Games

Last year she insisted nobody
would be forced to leave the city.

“l am angry about this being
pushed on to the city,” Hidalgo said.
“We already play more than our part
in finding urgent accommeodation
for vulnerable people. Every week
we are putting families into homes,”
she said.

In April, Pierre Rabadan, the dep-
uty mayorin charge of the Olympics,
said the problem was the number of
people living on the streets. He said
the 300 people who faced being
moved from the central security zone
for the Games represented less than
10% of rough sleepers in Paris. “We
should surely be able to find a digni-
fied solution for them.”

Léa Filoche, the deputy mayor
for emergency housing and protect-
ing refugees, laid the blame with the
central government. “First they said
they’d come upwith 400 places, then
200. Now it’s down to 80. We came
up with a plan to create 1,000 urgent
places. They came back tousand said
they had no money.”
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China’s Shein wins Labour
support for London listing

Jack Simpson

The Labour party has indicated its
support for Shein’s potential London
listing, as the Chinese online fashion
company prepares topush the button
on the UK’s biggest ever stock mar-
ket flotation.

The retailer is reportedly close
to confidentially filing a prospectus
for the listing on the London Stock
Exchange to the Financial Conduct
Authority as early as this week.

Labour confirmed areport that its
MPs had met the retailer, among “a
range of companies including Shein
that arelooking toinvest orlist in Brit-
ain”. A spokesperson for the party
said: “Raising investment, produc-
tivity and growth is one of Labour’s
missions for government.”

However, the listing could prove
politically divisive. Shein’s decision
to opt for London comes after an ini-
tial effort to float in New York was
derailed when politicians and regu-
lators raised concerns about tensions
between Beijing and Washington.

Senior politicians, including three
parliamentary committee chairs,
have questioned efforts to woo Shein,
and raised concerns about labour
conditions in its supply chains.

Laboursaid itexpected “the high-
estregulatory standards and business
practices” from businesses operating
in the UK. “We believe the best way
to ensure this is to have more com-
panies operating from and regulated
by UK law,” the spokesperson said.

Jonathan Reynolds, the shadow
business secretary; Sarah Jones, the
shadow minister for industry; and
Chris Bryant, the shadow minister
for creative industries, recently met
Donald Tang, Shein’s executive chair,
todiscusslisting, the Times reported.

The chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, also
met Tang earlier this year to try to per-
suade Shein to list in the UK rather
than New York.

The company, launched in Nan-
jing, China, in 2012, has become one
ofthe world’slargest fashion retailers
because of its low prices and high-
volume sales. It is headquartered in
Singapore. While most of its suppli-
ersare based in China, it does not sell
products within the country.

The company posted more than
$2bn (£1.6bn) of profitsin 2023, nearly
double the $1.1bn of 2021. If listed in

the UK, it is understood it could be
valued at £50bn.

The expected filing of a prospectus
does not guarantee the company will
listin the UK, but people close to the
process told Sky News - which first
reported the impending filing - that
a City float for Shein was likely.

$2bn

Shein’s profits in 2023. If it lists in
London it is understood the online
retailer could be valued at £50bn

Shein has previously responded
to criticism by saying it took visibil-
ity across its supply chain seriously,
had zero tolerance of forced labour
and was committed to human rights.

If Shein doeslistin the UK it would
be a significant boost in a gloomy
period for the LSE, with a number of
high-profile firms leaving the UK for
listings elsewhere.

Last month, the Paddy Power
owner, Flutter, confirmed it was mov-
ing its listing from London to New
York, while the UK chip designer Arm
opted to list on Wall Street last August
after the government failed to per-
suade it to float in the UK.

In February, the Anglo-German
travel company Tui voted to aban-
don the LSE in favour of listing its
shares solely in Germany.

However, there was some good
news last month when the UK-based
tech firm Raspberry Pi confirmed its
intention to float in the UK.
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A A Shein show in Ibiza in May. The company has grown rapidly since its launch in 2012 PHOTOGRAPH: XAVI TORRENT/GETTY

Melrose gives
£176m shares
handout to 21
executives

Jack Simpson

The UK engineering firm Melrose
Industries has handed out a £176m
reward pot to 21 of its current and for-
mer executives, with the lion’s share
going to three of them.

In a move that is likely to further

fuel the controversy over executive
pay, the FTSE 100 company con-
firmed yesterday that the bosses
had been issued with shares total-
ling £176m under abonusscheme set
up in 2020.

The business’s former finance
director Geoffrey Martin and two
of its co-founders - ex-CEO Simon
Peckham and previous vice-chair
Christopher Miller - have received
the lion’s share of the 28.8m shares.

As they no longer work for the
company, Melrose does not have to
disclose how much they are getting,
but it is understood it could be up to
half of the total - £88m.

The trio will have to hold on to
shares worth three times their for-
mer salaries, roughly about £1.5m
each, but can sell therest at any time.

The payout, which follows similar

bumper deals for the bosses of UK
firms such as AstraZeneca’s Pascal
Soriot and David Schwimmer of the
London Stock Exchange, is the prod-
uct of a four-year performance plan
under which managers stood to gain
7.5% of any increase to the market
value of the company since 2020.

During that period, the share price
of the group has increased by more
than £4bn, with the business now
worth more than £8.1bn.

The scheme was set up just a cou-
ple of years after the company came
in for heavy criticism over a hostile
takeover of the British engineering
stalwart GKN, which led to Melrose
being condemned by the Conserv-
ative MP Robert Halfon as “robber
baron capitalism at its worst”.

While the total pot for the payout
was about £330m, the company said

that justunder £160m had been paid
to HMRC, with it in effect cancelling
25m shares to raise the cash.

Peter Dilnot, Melrose’s chief exec-
utive, will receive just over £1m in
shares but will beunable to sell them
while still at the company.

The payouts will be the final pay-
day for Miller and Peckham, who
alongside David Roper set up Melrose
in 2003. After a series of bigindustrial
acquisitions, its most high-pro-
file deal came in 2018 with the GKN
takeover which prompted Melrose
to refocus as a specialist aerospace
company.

Peckham told the Sunday Timesin
April thebumper award represented
a “good payout”. He said: “You could
take a view that no one should earn
more than this or that, but Iwould say
that’s capitalism working.”’

Growth in UK
spending
weakest since
2021 despite
fall in inflation

Larry Elliott
Economics editor

Consumer spending growth is at its
weakest in more than three years as
higher council tax bills and therising
cost of broadband and mobile phones
eat into household budgets, areport
has said.

The monthly snapshot of credit
and debit card activity from Barclays
found an improvement in consumer
confidence as aresult of falling infla-
tion was not leading to a pickup in
spending. The bank said April’s
increases in the cost of essential
items, coupled with another month
of poor weather, meant card spend-
ingwas just 1% higherin May than in
the same month a year earlier.

With households cutting back
on takeaways as a means of saving
money, May recorded the lowest
spending growth since February
2021, when the economy was affected
by Covid lockdown restrictions.

Asurvey of 2,000 consumers con-
ducted for Barclays showed 87% were
concerned about theimpact of rising
household bills on their personal
finances, with increasing council
tax, broadband and mobile costs,
water bills and dental costs among
the issues raised. Council tax bills
rose by 5% on average in April, while
broadband and mobile phone con-
tracts increased by about 8%.

Barclays said the fall in inflation -
which hit 2.3% in April, down from
a then 41-year high of 11.1% in Octo-
ber 2022 - would eventually boost
activity. The survey found almost
one in three consumers (28%) said
they would spend more when the
weather improved.

Karen Johnson, the head of retail
at Barclays, said: “Retailers faced a
challenging May, yet the few sun-
nier days in the month did bring a
welcome uptick in footfall. As con-
sumers gear up to spend more with
better weather, and with the Euros,
Wimbledon and Taylor Swift’s Eras
tour on the horizon, there’sabrighter
outlook for the coming months.”

A separate survey from the Brit-
ish Retail Consortium and KPMGalso
highlighted the effect of the weather
on consumer behaviour.

The report showed retail spend-
ing in stores and online was 0.7% up
onayear earlier, an improvement on
April’s 4% annual decrease.

Helen Dickinson, the BRC’s chief
executive, said: “Despite a strong
bank holiday weekend for retailers,
minimal improvement to weather
across most of May meant only a
modest rebound in retail sales.”
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Scaring off festival sponsors

won't stop fossil fuel firms

n a ranking of climate
villains in the fund
management industry,
Baillie Gifford would
surely come a long way
down most people’s list.
The Edinburgh-based firm
preaches long-termism and its
specialism is backing technology
companies, especially those with
kit to accelerate the transition
to cleaner energy and transport.
It was early into Tesla on the
thesis that polluting internal
combustion engines are on the
way out and Elon Musk had a
winning electric design. Another
high-profile bet was Northvolt,
the Swedish pacesetter in
batteries that is now the net zero
envy of the rest of Europe.
Few portfolios in the

making hay this summer

mainstream asset management
world are entirely free of fossil
fuel assets but Baillie Gifford’s are
definitely at the less oily end. As
the firm has pointed out repeatedly
in recent weeks, only 1% of the
£225bn of the assets it manages
is invested directly in fossil fuel
companies, and the figure is still
only 2% if one includes stocks such
as supermarkets that sell petrol.
The industry average is 11%.
None of these details matter
to a campaign group called Fossil
Free Books. With the help of
high-profile endorsements from
the likes of the singer Charlotte
Church and the comedian Nish
Kumar, it has managed to bounce
the organisers of the Hay festival
and the Edinburgh international
book festival into dropping Baillie
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A Asset manager BmHIE Ggﬂ"ord has been dropped as principal sponsor uf the
Hay festival after lobbying from Fossil Free BoOKS pPHOTOGRAPH: STEVEN MAY/ALAMY

Gifford as principal sponsor. For
the activists, the fact that 1% to
2% adds up to the seemingly large
number of £2.5bn-£5bn is all that
matters - never mind that a single
oil company, Shell, is worth almost
£200bn, and never mind that
Baillie Gifford is not free to divest
because, as is normal, it manages
to mandates set by its clients.

One can also wonder why a
group of “workers in the literary
industry” didn’t start by pitching
their demands closer to home.
Waterstones and the US book

chain Barnes & Noble - two major
employers in the literary industry
- are owned by the New York-
based hedge fund Elliott, whose
commodities operation says it
actively trades in “crude oil and
oil products, natural gas” among
other things. Not a squeak from the
campaigners on that front.
Thankfully, somebody in the
literary world can see what’s going
on here. The environmental writer
Mark Lynas, the author of Our Final
Warning: Six Degrees of Climate
Emergency, wrote a sensible

blogpost decrying the attacks on a
“soft target” of Hay “in a campaign
primarily relying on peer pressure
and public moral intimidation,
because the activists knew the
festival management would have
to give in”.

As he says, not a penny will end
up being disinvested, nor will any
emissions be reduced. “All that’s
happened is that literary festivals
now have huge holes in their
budgets which will mean they have
to raise ticket prices (excluding
those on lower incomes) or maybe
go out of business. Who would risk
sponsoring now, given what has
happened?”

Exactly right. The likely outcome
from such extreme demands will
be a decline in sponsorship for the

arts. Yes, festivals should apply
an ethical filter of some form,

but an insistence on investment
purity will only lead to a plunge
in contributions. Boardrooms
everywhere will now be assessing
whether they should quietly not
renew next year.

The cause of climate activism
will not be advanced when the
demands are so absolute. Before
the financing of arts festivals is
completely wrecked, it would be
useful if more authors dared to
say so. Really, there isn’t a long
queue of alternative liberal-minded
sponsors out there.
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Blackstone
raises bid for
SOng owner
Hipgnosis

to $1.6bn

Jack Simpson

A private equity company attempt-
ing to take over Hipgnosis sweetened
its offer to value the troubled music
rights owner at nearly $1.6bn (£1.3bn)
yesterday as it sought to end a
protracted sale process.

Blackstone has said it will switch
the offer for the Hipgnosis Songs
Fund to a “scheme of arrangement
deal”, which would requireit tomeet
a higher threshold of shareholder
supportbut could make the takeover
quicker if it is achieved.

Inan attempt tosecure the support
of more investors in the company,
which owns the rights of artists
including Beyoncé, Neil Young, Red
Hot Chili Peppers and Justin Bieber, it
hasincreaseditsofferby $0.01t0$1.31
a share, which would value Hipgno-
sis at about $1.58bn.

The revised offer comes after
Blackstone fought off competition
for Hipgnosis from the US-based roy-
alties fund Concord Music, which had
offered $1.4bn.

If the deal is completed, it would
mark the end of a turbulent six
years for Hipgnosis, which was set
up in 2018 by Merck Mercuriadis, a
former manager of acts including

‘ Business

4 The Hipgnosis
Songs Fund
owns the rights
to music by
artists including
Beyonce,

Red Hot Chili
Peppers (above)
and Justin
Bieber (below)

PHOTOGRAPH:
KEVIN MAZUR/
WIREIMAGE/
PARKWOOD

A battleground’ More tribunals

expected as companies try to

clamp down on remote working

Jane Croft

awyers and HR experts

expect an increase in

employment tribunal

cases as companies

increasingly clamp

down on working from
home and staff become resentful
that the flexibility they have
enjoyed since the pandemic is
being slowly rolled back.

A number of companies are now
advocating a full five-day return to
the office, with others enforcing a
minimum number of days in the
workplace. Administrative staff at
Boots, who previously worked in
the office three days a week, will
return to the office five days a week
from September. Many US banks,

such as Goldman Sachs, also expect
senior staff to come in for the full
week, and its chief executive,
David Solomon, labelled remote
working an “aberration”.

Lawyers say some employers
have become emboldened after
an employment tribunal rejected
the case of a senior manager who
sued the City watchdog, the UK

Financial Conduct Authority (FCA),
because she wanted to work at
home full time.

The employment judge Robert
Richter ruled that the financial
watchdog was within its rights to
reject Elizabeth Wilson’s request.
He said there were “weaknesses
with remote working” and added
that the case raised a key issue
“which will no doubt be the subject
of continued litigation”.

Richard Fox, a partner at

Keystone Law, said that although
each tribunal claim would turn
on its own facts, the FCA case was
significant and closely watched.

“The FCA case was not binding
but employers have feltitisan
important case to consider,” he
said. “The issue is becoming
a battleground and we advise
employers to play it very carefully.”

The HR consultancy Hamilton
Nash said it expected the number
of employment tribunals involving
remote working to rise this year.

Its analysis of past tribunal records
shows that 42 tribunals mentioned
remote working in 2022 - up 50%
from the 27 cases in 2021.

In the first half of 2023, there
were 23 cases, it said. This
compares with pre-pandemic
when just six employment tribunal
cases cited working from home

Elton John, Iron Maiden, Guns N’
Roses and Beyoncé. Mercuriadis
used his music industry connec-
tions to spend millions on the rights
to 138 catalogues with more than
40,000 songs, but the company ran
into problemsrecently because ofris-
ing interest rates and changes to the
valuation of its songs.,

This resulted in a shareholder
rebellion last year, with its investors
voting in October against continuing
the struggling fund in its then form.

Under the scheme of arrangement
deal put forward by Blackstone, the
takeover will need approval from 75%
of voting shareholders. The previ-
ous arrangement required 55% of all
investors to back the deal.

However, once thisis met the deal

becomesbinding across all investors
and would make it easier for Black-
stone to control all of the shares in
issue, regardless of whether a share-
holder voted for it or not.

Blackstone is already a majority
shareholder in Hipgnosis’s invest-
ment adviser, Hipgnosis Song
Management, which is paid to man-
age the music rights fund.

The deal would be separate to this,
but Blackstone did have an option
to make an offer for the Hipgnosis

portfolio if the advisory agreement
was terminated.

in 2019 and 16 cases in 2020.
“Iwould expect more tribunal
cases,” said Jim Moore, employee
relations expert at Hamilton Nash.
“We’re seeing significant tensions
between flexible working requests
from people keen to secure

their hybrid arrangements and
employers pushing people back
into the office.”

Gemma Dale, a senior lecturer
in the business school at Liverpool
John Moores University, said the
FCA case “was one of the few cases
since the pandemic and there
hasn’t been that much case law”.
In some cases business leaders
were advocating a return to the
office based on their personal
views, she said.

She added: “The progress
made on flexible working is quite
fragile. The Homes Under the

‘The fallacy that all
those working from
home are watching

TV is still strongin
some organisations’

Gemma Dale Liverpool
John Moores University

Hammer fallacy that everyone
who is working from home is
watching TV is still strong in some
organisations,” she said.

A survey of chief executives by
accountancy firm KPMG published
last October found 63% of global
leaders in the UK predicted a full
return to in-office working by 2026.

Companies including law firms
and big banks are now increasingly
using entry gate data to track staff
attendance, said Raoul Parekh,
partner at law firm GQ Littler.
“What we are seeing is monitoring
of staff, looking at badge data
to track staff, and what I would
expect now round the corneris the
next phase of enforcement and
disciplinary action,” he said.

Last year Lloyds Banking Group
offered free food to help win over
staff who were asked to come back
into the office two days a week.

Sharon Doherty, Lloyds’ chief
people and places officer, has said
the new arrangement provides
“an enhanced range of flexible
working policies for our people”.

Paula Tegg, the assistant general
secretary of Accord, the union that
represents staff at Lloyds, said that
since last year’s backlash most staff
had returned, “albeit in some cases
begrudgingly”, and flexibility had
generally been granted for caring
responsibilities or health issues.
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Mourinho thrives

on discomfort with

Fenerbahce move

a fitting sanctuary

JonathanLiew

A Jose Mourinho was
worshipped like a deity
by the Fenerbahce fans
during his unveiling

ANADOLU/GETTY IMAGES

owards the end of the second hour,
with the time beginning to drag like
heat, and even the flies losing the
will to live, José Mourinho leans
towards the microphone. “After 20
years of football, this is the longest
press conference of my career,”
he announces with a wry smile.
“Welcome to Turkey,” replies Ali Koc, the billionaire
president of Fenerbahce.

And of course it always starts like this: with smiles
and quips, handshakes and camera flashes, with the
promise of something new and pristine. With warm
tributes to his predecessor and a catchy pre-written
slogan - “the shirt is going to be my skin,” he says at
his unveiling - and the sincerely expressed belief that
there is nowhere on Earth he would rather be than right
here, in Europe’s ninth-best league, at a club that hasn’t
won the title in a decade, preparing for the Champions
League second qualifying round in late July.

“What is ambition?” he asked enigmatically
yesterday afternoon. “To have a London club and fight
to be sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth? To have a team
in Italy stay fifth, sixth, seventh? To be in Portugal?
Ambition is to play to win. Ambition is to feel the heat.
For me, Fenerbahce means ambition.”

Like the very best actors, part of Mourinho’s residual
appeal is the way he can still say this stuff and sound
like he means it. Incidentally this is what makes him
- at the age of 61, with his best coaching years well in
the past - such an irresistible target for brands and
sponsors. José sincerely flogging sticker albums on the
telly. José sincerely reclining into his business-class
airline seat. José sincerely plugging some new
football app. Hang on, you think. He doesn’t appear

Sport

| tobe remotely embarrassed by this at all. He appears

genuinely invested in the product. Did he even get
sacked by Roma, or was it “mutual consent™?

Of course, the unspoken part was left unspoken
for a reason. Mourinho’s appointment at Fenerbahce
was not, by any measure, the biggest footballing story
of the day. It wasn’t even the biggest unveiling of the
day. This is shaping up to be a summer of monumental
managerial manoeuvres, with the Chelsea, Barcelona,
Bayern Munich, Liverpool, Ajax, Manchester United,
Brighton, West Ham, Marseille, Juventus and Napoli
jobs either vacant or in contention. And Mourinho’s
name was basically nowhere in any of it.

ow we reached this point is one of
those stories that feels familiar, and
yet seems to make less sense the
more you interrogate it. Particularly
when you examine some of the
coaches being touted for these jobs:
men such as Vincent Kompany and
Enzo Maresca and Kieran McKenna
and Thiago Motta whose reputations rest on one or
two promising seasons and the elixir of novelty. And

in an age when clubs increasingly derive revenue not
just from gate receipts but from engagement, there is

a tangible value in being able to offer the impression

of renewal. Some or all of the above may turn out to be
excellent coaches. But right now the crucial part - the
sellable part - is that we don’t know.

Whereas with Mourinho, we do know, or we think
we do. Even as he arrives, you can see the outline of
how it ends, identify the faultlines that will turn into
deadly rifts, spot the weaknesses that Mourinho will
brandish as excuses. “A big percentage of our players
are in the Euros,” he pointed out by way of managing
expectations for the Champions League qualifiers. He
demands time and calmness, urges president Koc “to
be stable, to be patient, to be balanced”.

Yes, well: good luck with that. And perhaps the
most intriguing aspect of this job is the extent to
which Mourinho will be at the mercy of forces beyond
his control. He has walked straight into a bitter
presidential election campaign, with Koc standing
against his predecessor, Aziz Yildirim, this weekend.
Yildirim has been claiming Mourinho

Even as had to ask his permission to take
/ sl the job, and that his first move will
1edarrives be to sign Paulo Dybala and Romelu
you can see Lukaku from his former club Roma.
_ : Mourinho had to deny this, and
the ou I{I ne pledged allegiance to Koc. He could
of how it well be working with Yildirim by next
Monday. So, good luck with that.
{jjn ds (_”? d Theri’r therf is the football, and an
ident Uj’ the ageing squad in which Edin Dzeko
fﬂl-f[ﬂf?’!(?S (38) and Dusan Tadic (35) will bear

much of the attacking burden. The
schedule will be relentless, the
standards exacting: Mourinho’s predecessor, Ismail
Kartal, led Fenerbahce to a record 99 points last season,
but Galatasaray got 102, so he was sacked.

But there is also a certain synergy here. The
Fenerbahce fans who flocked in their tens of thousands
to the Sukru Saracoglu Stadium on Sunday already
worship Mourinho like a deity and will expect deific
feats in return for their devotion. It is not sufficient
simply to win; they must win with spite: to advocate
and emote, to demean rivals and impugn referees,
to scream about conspiracies and corruptions. This
of course is Mourinho’s constituency, his sanctuary.
Discomfort is his comfort.

This is why the Saudi rival and the Major League
Soccer dollar held little interest for him. A seething
cauldron; a packed stadium; a club sufficiently starved
of success to suspend its disbelief one more time. A
two-year deal, which feels like the height of optimism
on both sides. It always starts the same way. It always
ends the same way. It’s the bit in between that still
beguiles, the conviction - against all available evidence
- that this ride will be worth the trouble.
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Sport
Cricket T20 World Cup

Archer targets homecoming
glory with England in Barbados

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Ali Marti
Bridgetown

It will be a pretty magical moment
for Jofra Archer when he walks on
to the Kensington Oval today, with
his friends, family and perhaps even
his beloved bulldogs looking on. Jos
Buttler’s England begin their T20
World Cup defence - Scotland first up
- and their chances of a repeat have
only increased with the fastbowler’s
homecoming in this tournament.
Those recent warm-ups against
Pakistan in the UK were a just pair of
boxes being ticked. A precious asset
of beguiling pace and skill, Archer
was advised by Rob Key not to set
any targets during that most recent
14-month absence with an elbow
stress fracture. But thoughts of a first
international on the island where it
all began were his sustenance.
Cricket is baked into the soil in
Barbados, some even positing that
the porous coral rock underfoot is
why it has produced 100 interna-
tional players over the years. Not one

but two of this remarkable crop will
be decked out in the red of England
today, Archerjoined by hisbest friend
Chris Jordan.

“Jofra is obviously a really cool,
calm and collected guy but I'm sure
there’s some emotion around thatas
well,” Buttler said, a day before this
Group B clash in Bridgetown. “He’ll

England v Scotland
Kensington Oval

r O
3.30pm 28° &
E“gla”d 4 Emua”d R
Probable . Probable
IC Buttler (capt/wkt), : HG Munsey, 0J Hairs,

: MA Jones, B McMullen,

: RD Berrington (capt),

: MH Cross {wkt), MA Leask,
CJ Jordan, MA Wood, * MRJWatt, BT) Wheal,

JC Archer, Adil Rashid B Currie, BC Sole

Umpires NN Menon (Ind)and Asif Yagoob (Pak)
TV umpire J5 Wilson (W) Referee DRS Madugalle (Sri)
TV Sky Sports Cricket Radio BBC 5 Live Sports Extra

PD Salt, WG Jacks,
JM Bairstow, HC Brook,
Moeen Ali, SM Curran,

Over-by-over Follow our coverage
live on the web
theguardian.com/cricket

be desperate to perform well. We
know what he’s capable of but we
just need to allow him to be for a bit
and not expect too much.”

Phil Salt, Buttler’sopening partner,
makes it a third connection to the
island; considered an adopted Bajan
by thelocalsgiven the six years of his
youth spent living here. Salt played
junior club cricket alongside Hayley
Matthews, the West Indies women’s
captain, and was also sat in the Hall
& Griffith Stand when Paul Colling-
wood’s side won the T20 in 2010.

“That was pretty special,” Salt said.
“Every kid in the ground thought that
‘is going to be me one day’ but you
never believe it. Colly came past the
stand with the trophy afterwardsand
said ‘here you are, touch it while you
can’ and that always sticks with me
when I think about that day. To be
hereinan England shirtisincredible.”

Barbados can be adistracting place
for touring cricketers, the senses
almost instinctively becalmed upon
arrival as holidaymakers bake on
the beaches and enjoy the sultry
evenings. But even though some

Jofra Archer’s return
could be crucial to

"
o

squad members enjoyed a boat trip
out into its azure blue waters yes-
terday, English minds really should
be sharp and alert from the get-go,
with arecord to set straight after that
blowout in India last winter.

Buttler was keen to move on, as his
players underwent their final drills
before the big push. “I am focused
on this World Cup,” he replied when
asked about it. A simple question
about any Caribbean-specific advice
from England’s new consultant
coach, Keiron Pollard, was also met
with a sarcastic: “He said it’s windy.”
Given they apparently needed alocal
expert to tell them not to bowl first
in a Mumbai heatwave, hopefully
the Trinidadian’s input is a bit more
fleshed out in private.

In fairness, there has been a lot
of talking during the buildup to this

one and, thanks torain in Leeds and
Cardiff before departure, too little
cricket. Unlike his Test equivalent,
Ben Stokes, Buttleris not one to give
ateamorevencluesas toits makeup
in advance. But from the two T20s
England did play back home, the side
appears settled, confident and the
final call may be a second outright
quick in Mark Wood or Reece Topley’s
left-arm swing.

The pitch will be the same one
used for the low-scoring Oman ver-
sus Namibia match on Sunday night
that was eventually settled by asuper
over and so a case could be made for
either direction. There was a bit of
inconsistent bounce that might
make Wood a particularly awkward
proposition, equally Namibia’s Ruben
Trumpelmann, a left-armer with a
similar build to the giant Topley, got
the white Kookaburra to swing.

Namibia’s eventual victory was
under lights, however, and England’s
first meeting with Scotland since they
lost a one-off ODI in 2018 starts at
10.30am. Either way, Buttler’s men
are heavy favourites but associate
upsets cannot be ruled out in crick-
et’s most fickle format. Richie Ber-
rington’s side went unbeaten in quali-
fying, shocked Bangladesh and West
Indies in their last two T20 World
Cups, and in George Munsey have a
360-degree opener who hits a long
ball. Mark Watt, the left-arm spinner
wholikes to keep tactical notesin his
pocket, willbe in the game unlessthis
used pitch isrolled flat.

GroupD

Cricket hits
New York
for six with
tight game
on dire pitch

AndyBul
New York

“Ladies and gentlemen! Westbury
is the next stop, change at Westbury
for the Cricket World Cup!” After all
these years, New York hosted its first
game of big-time cricket yesterday,
when South Africa beat Sri Lanka by
six wickets at the brand new Nassau
County International Cricket Stadium
on Long Island.

It is a scaffold palace of a pop-up
stadium, 30 miles outside Manhattan.
A crowd of 12,500 locals travelled
out on the Long Island Rail Road
to watch, and were rewarded with
a beautiful day for a game. The sun
was out, the sky was blue, the drop-in
pitch tricky and quick, and batting
was hellishly difficult.

Holding a World Cup in New York
isan absurdly ambitious venture. The
organisers have builta stadium larger
than Lord’s out here in the middle of
nowhere, and so much about it went
so smoothly and well that it seems a
shame to have tonitpick any part of it.

But the drop-in pitch is a stinker.
Only one batsman scored at faster

than arunaball, and that was Reeza
Hendricks who made four. The game
included 12 boundaries, six foursand
six sixes, across both innings.

As Twenty20 games go, it made a
good advert for Test cricket because
it was oddly compelling despite the
slowscoring. The New Yorkers - most
of them Sri Lankan expats but with
a good scattering of South Africans,
Indians, English and Trinidadians
mixed in - seemed delighted just to
be at the match. They made a hell of

a noise, even though Sri Lanka’s 77
was their lowest total in T20 cricket.

The surface seemed two-paced.
Some deliveries shot by faster than
a New York minute, others hardly
bounced ankle high. There were

two boundaries scored in the first
12 overs, one an uppercut by Kusal
Mendis, the other a pick-up over mid-
wicket by Kamindu Mendis. It wasn’t
for want of trying. The Sri Lankans
swung and missed so often against
South Africa’s quicks that you won-
dered when the umpires were going
to start calling the balls and strikes.
It didn’t help them any that South
Africa have such a mean attack for
this kind of pitch, with four fast
bowlers - two of them, Kagiso Rabada
and Anrich Nortje, quicker than most,
and another, Marco Jansen, taller
than any. In the end it was the other
one, Ottniel Baartman, who took con-
trol of the innings. He came on first
change and had Pathum Nissanka

o o o
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A Fans make their presence felt in
South Africa’s absorbing victory
against Sri Lanka on Long Island

ALEX DAVIDSON/ICC VIA GETTY IMAGES

caught at deep third with his first ball.
Baartman conceded only three off his
first two overs, and at the end of the
powerplay Sri Lanka were 24 for one.

You could already tell which way
the game was headed, but not how
fast it was going to get there after
Baartman gave way to Nortje. It felt
like the batsmen had crested one
wave only to come down the other
side and see the even bigger one
that was about to break over them.
Nortje dismissed Kamindu Mendis
in his first over, caught in the deep,

A
Scoreboard

Mew York South Africa beat Sri Lanka by six wickets.

Sr Lanka Balls 45 65
P Nissanka c Klaasen b Baartman.........3 8§ 0 0
1BKG Mendis c 5tubbs b Nortje........... 19 30 1 0O
PHKD Mendis c Hendricks b Nortje .....11 15 1 0
*PW HasarangastDeKockbMaharaj..0 2 0 0O
W5SR Samarawickrama b Maharaj......0 1 0 0O
KIC Asalanka c Hendricks b Nortje........& 9 0 0O
AD Mathews c Baartman b Nortje ....... 1€ 16 0 2
MD Shanaka b Rabada...........ccceevvvnnene. 9 10 0 1
MM Theekshananotout ......................7 16 1 O
M Pathirana c Markram b Rabada........0 4 0 0O
IDN Thushara run out (Mortje/Jansen). 0 4 0 0O
Extras (Ib3, w3).....occvniiiirnciiiinnncnnnnBb

Total (19.1 OWers)........ccccccviimenmissnnanns 77

Fall13, 31, 32,32, 40, 45,68,70,71.
Bowling Jansen 3.1-0-15-0; Rabada 4-1-21-2;
Baartman 4-1-9-1; Maharaj 4-0-22-2; Nortje 4-0-7-4.

South Africa Balls 45 6s
tQ de Kock c&h Hasaranga ................20 27 0 1
RR Hendricks c PHKD Mendisb Thushara.4 2 1 0
*AK Markram ¢ PHKD MendisbShanaka .12 14 0 1
T Stubbs c Asalanka b Hasaranga .......13 28 0 0O
HKlaasennotout ..........cceiinveiine . 19 22 1 1
DA Millernotout ... 6 1 0
Extras (lb3, nbl, w2).......cccccceveveeee

Total (for 4, 16.2 overs) ........ccceeeeeeee. 80

Fall 10, 23, 51, 58. Did not bat M Jansen, KA Maharaj,
K Rabada, AA Nortje, OEG Baartman.

Bowling Mathews 3-0-16-0; Thushara 3-0-18-1;
Shanaka 3-1-6-1; Pathirana 3-0-12-0:

Hasaranga 3.2-22-2: Theekshana 1-0-3-0.

Toss 5ri Lanka elected to bat.

Umpires CM Brown (NZ) and RA Kettleborough (Eng).

Kusal Mendis, in his second, caught
in the deep, Charith Asalanka in his
third, caughtin the deep, and Angelo
Mathews in his fourth, and you’ll
never guess how.

Sri Lanka’s solution was to send
Wanindu Hasaranga up the order
to attack the South Africa spinner
Keshav Maharaj. Only Hasaranga
was stumped off his second ball.
Then Sadeera Samarawickrama was
bowled by oneafterit. It took a couple
of sixes from Mathews, and another
from Dasun Shanaka to get their score
up as high as the temperature. Their
efforts were put into perspective by
South Africa’s own trundling innings
running down a target of 78. It took
them 16.2 overs.



Tuesday 4 June 2024 The Guardian

SGE

¥ A photo of Rob Burrow
and a fan, left as a tribute
to the rugby league icon

ED SYKES/GETTY IMAGES

Rugby league

An inspiration’: Burrow

‘ Sport

to be celebrated at final

Afterthe death of the Leeds
Rhinos great, the RFLintends
to honour his remarkable life

Aaron Bower

The Rugby Football League has con-
firmed plans to celebrate the life of
Rob Burrow at the Challenge Cup final
on Saturday after the Leeds Rhinos
legend’s death at the age of 41.

Burrow died four and a half years
after being diagnosed with motor
neurone disease. Alongside his
close friend Kevin Sinfield, he led a
high-profile fundraising campaign
to support people living with the
incurable disease that has raised
almost £20m and hasled to plans for
a dedicated MND centre in Leeds.

Burrow won the Challenge Cup
twice with Leeds and he will be
honoured at Wembley. A minute’s
silence will be held before the men’s
and women’s finals on Saturday, with
the RFL encouraging everyone toalso
take part in a minute’s applause in
the seventh minute of the games.
Burrow wore the No 7 shirt during
his playing career.

The RFL is also likely to ask sup-
porters wishing to make their own
personal tribute to Burrow to do
so by the statue of rugby league
legends Eric Ashton, Billy Boston,
Martin Offiah, Alex Murphy and Gus
Risman outside Wembley. Plans
for a special statue of Burrow and
Sinfield are still planned at Leeds’s
Headingley Stadium.

Tributes have poured in from
across the sport and beyond,
with Warrington’s head coach,
Sam Burgess, praising the impact
Burrow has had in supporting the
MND community. Burgess has his
own experience of the disease; his
father, Mark, was diagnosed with
MND and died when Burgess was a

It'spretty raw
still, he'llleavea

massive hole... he
was a specialguy’

Kevin Sinfield
Friend and ex-teammate

teenager. “CondolencesgotoRoband
his family and friends,” Burgess said.

“I think the saddest day was the
day he was diagnosed. It was inevi-
tableit was coming. He’sleftalegacy
that will never be forgotten. What
he’s done for the MND community
is unimaginable. He’s an absolute
inspiration and he should be remem-
bered that way.

“We should celebrate the life of
Rob Burrow. The support he’s given
to everyone in a similar position is
incredible. The awareness he’sraised
and the people he’s got talking about
MND is amazing. He’s changed lives
for the better. Let’s just hope it gets
us to a cure, that’s what everyone
wants. They’re slowing things down
abitnow, butIdon’t know how good
thatis. Ithink Robisinabetter place,
and everyone should be so proud of
what he’s achieved, being so stoic.

“His wife is an amazing woman
and I’m sure hislegacy will continue
togrow and the impact will make the
difference to a lot of lives, whichisa
really wonderful thing.”

Sinfield paid his own emotional
tribute to Burrow yesterday. Speaking
ata groundbreaking ceremony for the
new Rob Burrow Centre for MND at
Seacroft hospital in Leeds - which
Burrow said should still go ahead as
planned before he died - Sinfield told
the BBC: “I wish he could have seen
the outpouring of love.

“We all lose special people. But
it’s very, very rare you lose someone
whois sospecial toso many different
people. Asyoucanseeit’s pretty raw
still, he’ll leave amassive hole. We’re
pretty heartbroken this morning but
he was a special guy.

“What’s really important is that
Rob Burrow continues tolive forever
and I’'m sure the MND community and
everyone who has supported us pre-
viously will make sure Rob’snameis
at the forefront of everything we do.

“I was amazed at some of the
things he did on the rugby field but
some of the things he’s done in the
last four and a half years has been
unbelievable. The respect, love and
admiration I’ve got for him couldn’t
be any higher. The inspiration he’s
given everyone across the UK who

has been across this story, it’ll live in
the memories for ever.”

Work begins on Rob Burrow motor
neurone disease centre Page 13 —>
Obituary Journal, page10 =

Tennis French Open

Djokovic casts doubts over
knee after battling through

N Djokovic 65376
Ser, 1

FCertindolo 17653
Arg, 23

Tumaini Carayol

Roland Garros

As yet another unforced error from
Novak Djokovic sent him down a
break in the fourth set of his tense,
gripping tussle with Francisco
Certndolo, the world No 1 reckoned
with the very real prospect of his
earliest defeat at Roland Garros in
15 years. He was limping, wincing,
and struggling to find his range as
his Argentinian opponent seemed
to laser forehand winners at will.

But nobody knows how to plot
their way back from a desperate defi-
cit like Djokovic. Despite trailing by
two sets to one for a second match
in a row and ingesting a cocktail of
painkillers for a sore knee, he found
a way through, defeating Cerindolo
6-1, 5-7, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3 after 4hr 39min
to return to the quarter-finals of the
French Open.

Djokovicspoke atlength about the
knee injury he sustained after a slip
in the second set and he said he was
uncertain about whether his knee
would allow him to continue com-
peting in the tournament.

“The adrenaline, of course, that
kicks in, that helps you go through
the tournament,” he said. “Some-
timesitisamatch ortwo, sometimes
the entire tournament. Good thing
about the slamis that you have a day
between that will allow hopefully the
healing process to happen more effi-
ciently for me. That’sit. Idon’t know

what will happen tomorrow or after
tomorrow if I'll be able to step out on
the court and play. Thope so. Let’s see
what happens.”

A day and a half after Djokovic
closed off his third-round victory
against Lorenzo Musetti at 3.07am,
the latest finish at this tournament
inits133-year history, he returned to
the same court striking the ball with
total freedom as he rolled through
the first set without issue.

Early in the second set, however,
Djokovic slipped on the court and
injured his knee. In the subse-
quent games, he twice called out
the trainer for treatment at the
changeover. He also had a heated
discussion with Wayne McKewen, the
tournament supervisor, expressing
his frustration at the state of the
court. At 5-6, an error-strewn service
game from Djokovic gave Certiindolo
the second set.

While Djokovic floundered,

A Djokovic came back from two sets
down for the second round in a row
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Cerundolowas excellent. Despite his
slight build, the 25-year-old 23rd seed
possesses some of the most vicious
forehands in the game, which cuts
through all conditions with supreme
pace and spin. He put his opponent
under unabating pressure, also
mixing in drop shots, and as Djoko-
vic moved gingerly he soon trailed
by two sets to one and 2-4 in the
fourth set.

No matter how beaten Djokovic
may appear, the lesson from his
past 13 years of dominance is that he
will almost always find a way back.
According tothe Serb, in this case the
second wind came with the help of
painkillers: “I got the medications,
and then after the third set wasdone,
I asked for more medications, and I
got them. That was the maximum
dose that kicked in, as I heard now
from [a] doctor after 30 to 45 minutes,
which wasjustabout the time, kind of
end of the fourth, when things started
toreally improve for me.”

As the 37-year-old began to
connect with his return of serve and
consistent depth with his ground-
strokes, Cerundolo began to feel
the pressure. After breaking back
for 4-4 in the fourth set and calling
on the crowd to guide him through,
Djokovic saved a break point in a
dramatic service game at 5-5 before
forcing a fifth set.

To his credit, even as he trailed
a break in the fifth set, Cerundolo
fought desperately until the end
and he forced Djokovic to win the
match from him. But Djokovic has
beeninthese positions somany times
before. After spending more than
nine hours on court in the past two
matches alone and barely holding on,
the defending champion stayed alive.

If he takes to the court tomorrow,
Djokovic will next face Casper Ruud,
the seventh seed, who defeated the
12th seed Taylor Fritz 7-6 (6), 3-6, 6-4,
6-2 to return to the quarter-finals.

Alex de Minaur broke through to
reach his first quarter-final at Roland
Garros, defeating Daniil Medvedev,
the fifth seed, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-3.

Andreeva gives
Gracheva swift
send-off to

reach last eight

Tumaini Carayol
Roland Garros

Mirra Andreeva became the second-
youngest woman in the 21st century
toreach the quarter-finals at Roland
Garros with a 7-5, 6-2 win against
Varvara Gracheva.

Just over a year after Andreeva
first broke through on the WTA
weeks before her 16th birthday, she
continues to make strong progress.
Armed with her intelligent, varied
game and endless grit, the 17-year-old
has not dropped a set outside of her

spectacular late-night win against
Victoria Azarenka in the second
round. Next week she will break the
top 30 for the first time in her career.

“I'm proud for everything; for all
the matches that I won, for all the

matches that I have played,” said
Andreeva, who is two years older
than Bulgaria’s Sesil Karatantcheva
was whenshereached thelasteightin
2005. “Iwould say that, forexample,
the most memorable match would
be the match against Vika when we
finished really late. That was really
hard. After, it was hard to recover.
“That wasagreat match, of course.
Also today was tense and nervous.
Big court, big stage. There was a lot
of crowd, alot of people. So, yeah, I'm
just proud of the way I managed to
stay calm and keep playing my game.”
In her first quarter-final at a grand
slam tournament, Andreeva will be
part of one of the most formidable
lineups in years. She will next face
Aryna Sabalenka, the second seed,
who outclassed the 22nd seed

A Mirra Andreeva will face Aryna
Sabalenka for a placein the last four

Emma Navarro, 6-2, 6-3, toreach the
quarter-finals without droppinga set.

“I felt quite confident in all con-
ditions, like I was playing really
great tennis when it was cold. Today
I played really great tennis as well. It
was warm with different conditions,”
Sabalenka said after the first warm
day at Roland Garros this year.

“I would say right now it doesn’t
matter what the conditions are going
tobe. All that matters is how focused
I’m going to be and if I’'ll be ready to
fight for every point.”

Elena Rybakina, the fourth seed,
isalso yet to drop a set and she over-
powered the15th seed Elina Svitolina
6-3, 6-4. She will face Jasmine
Paolini, the 12th seed, tomorrow.
In the top half, Iga Swiatek, the top
seed, faces the fifth-seeded Marketa
Vondrousova and Coco Gauft, the
third seed, will do battle with the
eighth seed Ons Jabeur.

Both the top five seeds and the
fourreigning grand slam champions
- Swiatek, Vondrousova, Gauff and
Sabalenka - have all reached the
quarter-finals. As Swiatek tries to
make history by becoming the fourth
woman in the Open era to win three
Roland-Garros titles in a row, there
are no easy matches ahead.
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Rugby union

Hill's alleged altercation with
fan investigated by police
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Gerard Meaghe

A police investigation has been
launched following an incident that
left a supporter with a cut above his
eye in an alleged altercation with
Jonny Hill after Bath’s Premiership
playoff win against Sale at the Recrea-
tion Ground on Saturday.

The 28-year-old supporter
reported the incident to Avon and
Somerset police, who confirmed
that an investigation is under way.
Hill, who plays for Sale but is out
with injury, was watching the match
from near the press box alongside
the Sharks’ coaches. After the final
whistle Hill was seen in a scuffle as
he went down the stairs of the stand.
The supporter complained of broken
sunglasses and a cut above his eye.

“Officers are investigating after
receiving a report of one man
assaulting another at Bath Rugby
grounds on Saturday 1 June,” Avon
and Somerset police said. “One man
received medical attention from
a paramedic at the grounds and
inquiries are ongoing to establish
the circumstances of the incident.”

On Saturday, Sale said they would
be conducting their own investiga-
tion while the Rugby Football Union
is speaking to the Sharks and Bath
before deciding on its course of
action. The supporter, who does

A Jonny Hill was seen in a scuffle in
the stands after Sale’s defeat at Bath

not wish to be named, said after the
incident: “Iwas sitting there, and he
came down the stairs, grabbed me
around the throat, snapped my sun-
glasses and cut the top of my eye. To
be honest, all I want is a new pair of
sunglasses. Itis not football. I was sit-
ting with my partner and her family
[Bath fans]. We were Worcester fans. I
don’t want to make a big thing.”

Some Sale players came to Hill’s
defence on social media, and said
the full story remained unknown.
The Sharks director of rugby, Alex
Sanderson, said he did not see the
incident but offered a defence of
Hill’s character. “It is news to me,
Jonny is not the aggressive type and
I'will answer those questions when I
know [more],” he said.

Meanwhile Tom Curry has been
called into the England squad
preparing for the summer Tests
against Japan and New Zealand
despite making his return from a
seven-month injury layoff only last
weekend but Elliot Daly has been
ruled out of the tour due to the immi-
nent arrival of his first child. Curry
is included in a 33-man squad along
with his twin brother, Ben.

The Currys are two of 13 players
added from the losing semi-finalists
- those from Bath and Northampton
were not considered - with Steve
Borthwick poised to finalise his tour-
ing squad next Monday. Dan Cole and
Joe Marler havealsobeen added, while
of the 19-man squad announced last
week Guy Pepperis the only omission.

Gloucester’s Josh Hathawayisone
of four uncapped playersin the Wales
squad for theirmatchesagainst South
Africaand Australia. The 20-year-old,
who can play at full-back or wing, has
represented both Wales and England
atunder-20 level but hasbeen called
up by Warren Gatland, who missed
out on the dual-qualified Immanuel
Feyi-Waboso this year.

Championship
clubs fear risk
of bankruptcy
over RFU deal
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Robert Kitso

England’s second-tier clubs say they
face being pushed into bankruptcy
unless they receive a fairer deal in
negotiations with the Rugby Football
Union and the Premiership. The
Championship clubsinsist the terms
of the proposed Professional Game
Partnership risk dividing the game.
The RFUand the Premiership clubs
are preparing to unveil an eight-year
deal that will cover all aspects of
English professional rugby but there
is no firm agreement over the future
shape of promotionand relegation to
and from the Championship, northe

confirmed level of central funding for
clubs outside the elite.

Championship officials say that
unless a more equitable financial
deal is done it will be “too late” to
preserve aviable second-tier league,
with serious implications for the
whole English game. They are also
appealing for intervention by the RFU
council thatisdue tomeet on 14 June
to approve the new PGP accord.

“We have been presented with
a proposition we cannot accept,” a
statement read.

“We understand and support the
need to stabilise the top tier of the
game but our clubs must properly be
part of the structure ... If there are
not changes now, it will be too late.”

In response, the RFU said: “For
the past 15 months the RFU, Pre-
miership Rugby Limited, Champi-
onship clubs and national leagues
have been working hard to develop
a redesigned Tier 2 with the aim of
developing awhole-game solution to
support the development of England
Rugby. We will be disappointed if the
Championship clubs disengage in the
process.”

V¥ England’s Ella Toone

in training at the Stade
Geoffroy-Guichard
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Wiegman refuses
to compromise on

L.lonesses’

Suzanne Wrack
Saint-Etienne

Sarina Wiegman has said England
will not compromise on the way they
play for the sake of improving their
unpredictability, as the team prepare
to take on France for the second time
in four days tonight.

The Lionesses endured a 2-1
defeat by France at St James’ Park
to put them in a vulnerable position
in Euro 2025 qualifying Group A3.
England sit third at the halfway point,
behind France and Sweden, who they
are also yet to play away, and ahead
of the Republic of Ireland.

“There were some details we could
have done better,” Wiegman said of
the France game, in which England
conceded twice from set pieces. “We
have an identity, we’re not going to
throw everything overboard because
we want to be unpredictable to the
opponent, because then we’re going
tobe unpredictable to ourselves. We
want to build on what we already
have, do a couple of things better,
make a couple of little tweaks and
build on our strengths to try to capi-
talise on their weaknesses and take
away their strengths.”

Beth Mead said England had a
“target on our backs” as European
champions. With theincreased atten-
tion that brings, Wiegman said they
were working on how they prevent
themselves from becoming predict-
able while maintaining their identity.

“We’re working on that every
time we’re together, we’re trying to
be unpredictable,” she said. “In pos-
session, what we want to do is keep
the ball better, then we can rotate
more and challenge the opponent

1dentity’

more. That’s the first thing we have
todo - be tight on the ball - and then
we can create. We saw that on Fri-
day: being tighter on the ball made
it easier for us. When we have too
many turnovers it becomes harder
to be unpredictable.”

Wiegman would not concede that
the game tonight was must-win,
though a home victory would secure
France’s qualification and leave
England and Sweden battling forthe
second qualification spot that would
avoid the playoffs.

“It’s a want-to-win,” Wiegman
said. “We always want towin games,
and of course it would really help to
put us in a better position if we win
the game. Of course thatis how we're
going to approach it, and with the
experience on Friday we feel com-
fortable that we can get agood result.”

Everyone trained for England yes-
terday, confirmed Wiegman, whosaid
Mary Earps would probably return
for the Lionessess’ nextcampin July
after sustaining a hipinjury on Friday
that has ruled her out here. Hannah
Hampton is expected to start, after
coming on for the Manchester United
goalkeeper in Newcastle,

About 10,000 fans are expected
at Saint-Etienne’s Stade Geoffroy-
Guichard, which has a capacity of

X | II'" il ‘\ '- .I.‘- "-;.- —
A Hannah Hampton is expected
to start in goal against France

France

+

Group A3
. @ England
. Probable: 4-3-3
+  Hampton; Bronze,
- Bright, Williamson,
+ Carter; Walsh, Stanway,
. Toone; Mead, Russo,
: Hemp
. Subs from
. Keating, Thomas,
+ Greenwood, Kirby, Naz,
- Kelly, Beever-lones,

: Clinton, Le Tissier, Park,
: Morgan, Turner

® France

Probable: 4-4-2
Peyraud-Magnin;

De Almeida, Lakrar,
Renard, Bacha; Toletti,
Karchaoui, Dali, Diani;
Katoto, D Cascarine
subs from Durand,
Picaud, Henry, Perisset,
E Cascarino, Samoura,
Geyoro, Le Garrec,
Baltimore, Benyahia,
Dufour, Ribadeira

Doubtful . Doubtful
None . None
Injured + Injured

Le Sommer : Earps, James

Venue Stade Geoffroy-Guichard
Referee Ivana Martincic (Cro)

TV ITV4 Radio BEC5 Live

PW D L F A GD Pts
France 3 300 4 1+3 9
Sweden 3 1 1 1 4 2 +2 4
England 31 1 1 4 3 +#1 4
Repoflreland 3 0 0 3 0 6 -6 0

12 July England v Republic of Ireland,
France v Sweden

16 July Republic of Ireland v France,
Sweden v England

almost 42,000, and France’s man-
ager, Hervé Renard, urged fans of the
club, whose men’s team won promo-
tion to Ligue 1 on Sunday, to show
up and back the women’s national
team. “All the supporters of Saint-
Etienne are welcome to come even
to celebrate their promotion,” he said.

“They can come with their green
jerseysand everything - we welcome
them. This France team is having very
good results, so they need support.”

Wiegman said she hoped the
attendance would rise. “When we
arrived last night, Saint-Etienne had
got promoted so there was a huge
party going on in the airport and they
made some noise, so we know that
France can make noise.

“I hope overall, the women’s game
is growing, more people get excited
and I hope that tomorrow we can
puta great performance on the pitch
together with France.”
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International friendly

Scotland end winless run
but fail to punish Gibraltar

..............................................................
..............................................................
--------------------------------------------------------------

Ewan Murray
Estadio Algarve

In October 2015, a Scotland side that
had failed to qualify for the following
summer’s European Championship
was cheered from the rooftops at
Estadio Algarve as Gibraltar were
seen off 6-0. Gordon Strachan,
buoyed by this giddy scene, opted
to stay on for another campaign;
which Scotland botched as well.
Looking back, celebration despite
these unsuccessful attempts toreach
finals feels cringeworthy.
Scotland’s return to the outskirts
of Faro came in altogether different
circumstances. The Tartan Army
did not bother travelling to Portugal
en masse. They have much bigger
fish to fry. A week on Friday, Steve
Clarke’s team will kick off Euro 2024
with a clash against Germany, the
tournament hosts.
Scotland wanted to rattle home
a few goals against Gibraltar, afford
some much-needed minutes tofringe
players and continue with prepara-
tions for the more serious business.
Clarke haslost five squad members to
injury; Scotland can ill afford further
fitness woes. Liam Cooper limped off
12 minutes before full time, causing
heads to be placed in hands. Other-
wise, this proved alow-key means to
an end. Clarkedid notleave his seatin
the stand for the entire 90 minutes.
Scotland were functional rather
than flashy. The visit on Friday of
Finland to Hampden Park will surely
prove more insightful. Scotland’s
support will allow the players the
tournament send-off they deserve.
Reaching half-time while still

scoreless was hardly relevant in
big-picture terms but it still repre-
sented a minor embarrassment for
the Scots. France recently trounced
Gibraltar 14-0. There are legitimate
questions about Scotland’s ability
to break down packed defences.
Germany will not provide one but
Group A’s other teams, Hungary and
Switzerland, will have taken notice.

Ryan Christie’s breaking of the
deadlock raised Scottish spirits.
Clarke’s side were on their way to
ending arun of seven games without
victory. Ché Adams added gloss to
the scoreline with a ferocious finish.
Scotland had 24 efforts at goal.
Their manager is hopeful Cooper
will recover in a few days from a
“knee-on-knee” collision.

Clarke also offered hope to Tommy
Conway, the Scotland Under-21
striker who could receive alate Euro-
pean Championship call-up. “Heisa
good boy Tommy and he is certainly
in my mind,” Clarke said. “T’ve still
got to sit down with all the coaches
and just have a little chat through
to try to come up with something
that will help us now going into this

A Che Adams (right) celebrates ﬁﬁe_ir
sealing Scotland’s victory in Portugal

tournament. That’s for tomorrow.”
It felt as if the absence of potency
against Gibraltar had struck a chord.

Scotland controlled the first half
butlacked punchin attack. With a lit-
tle more conviction, the centre-back
Grant Hanley would have celebrated
a hat-trick. Christie was the first to
test the debutant Jaylan Hankins
in the Gibraltar goal. From the sub-
sequent corner, Hanley’s header
cleared the crossbar. James Forrest
should have scored from an Andy
Robertson cut-back but fluffed his
lines. Christie volleyed over, Kenny
McLean missed with a header and
Ryan Porteous could not convert
the rebound after Hankins blocked
Hanley’s latest attempt.

Hanley’s opportunity four minutes
before the interval was the best of
the lot but again Scotland were frus-
trated. Inreply, Gibraltar had just one
tame shot. An upset never feltin the
offing, it was simply that Scotland
had to do much more with their ter-
ritorial superiority.

Clarke resisted any temptation
to implement wholesale interval
change. Cooper replaced Hanley
and that was that. Christie showed
his pedigree as he lashed high into
the net, Gibraltar having failed to deal
with a Robertson cross.

Cooper’s departure was the most
notable aspect of what happened
next. “Liam’s OK,” Clarke said. “We’ll
see how he is in the morning. He’s a
tough man.”

Adams, who will surely lead the
Scotland line against Germany,
ensured the scoreboard more accu-
rately reflected the direction of traf-
fic. John McGinn was the creator
before Adams fired home an angled
volley. This proved a marquee end-
ing to a game that won’t linger long
in the memory of anybody who
attended. That was precisely Scot-
land’s intention.

:  Scotland

© 4-5-1

- Clark; McCrorie,

:  Hanley (Cooper ht;

- McKenna 77), Porteous,
- Robertson (Tierney 66);
:  McLean (McGregor 73),

Gibraltar

4-3-3

Hankins; Olivero,
Lopes, Sergeant,
Jolley; Scanlon
(Ronan 66), Annesley,
Walker (De Haro 77);

Britto, El Hmidi - Gilmour (Jack 73);

(Casciaro 66), De Barr : Christie, McGinn,

{Bartolo 86) :  Forrest (Adams 66);
- Shankland

Referee Jamie Robinson (M)

Football

MEN'S INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES

England

Palmer 60pen
Alexander-Arnold 85
Kane 89

Christie 58, Adams 85

..............................................................

Albania 3 Liechtenstein 0; Croatia 3 North Macedonia 0;
Germany 0 Ukraine 0

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES

Australia 2 China 0; Bangladesh 0 Chinese Taipei 1; Japan 4
New Zealand 1; Morocco L Congo DR L; Trinidad & Tobago O
Aruba 1; Uruguay L Russia L; Venezuela O Colombia 3

MEN'SU21 INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES
Turkey 2 Scotland 1

SSE AIRTRICITY IRISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Derry City 3 Waterford 0: Sligo Rovers 2 Drogheda 1;
St Patrick's 2 Dundalk 3

Cricket

ICCMEN'S T20WORLD CUP
Group B

Bridgetown Oman 109 (R Trumpelmann 4-21). Namibia
109-6 (JN Frylinck 45). Match tied.
Nambia beat Oman 21-10 in the super over.

Group D

New York Sri Lanka 77 (AA Nortje 4-7). South Africa 80-4.
South Africa beat 5ri Lanka by six wickets.

(0)0  Scotland (W2 & 4 Giceon (It) Lidl-Trek; 5 O Lazkano (Sp) Movistar all

. atsame time.

: Selected others: 7 L Nerurkar (GB) EF Education-EasyPost;
: 12 T Geoghegan Hart {GB) Lidl-Trek: 52 D Rafferty (Ire)

. EF Education-EasyPost all at same time.

Overall standings: 1 M Cort (Den) 7hr 23min 2sec;
: 2 PRoglic (Svk) +dsec; 3 M Jorgenson (US) +6;

: Tennis
" FRENCH OPEN (Paris)

. Men: Fourth round: A DE MINAUR (Aus, 11) bt D MEDVEDEV
: (Rus, 5)4-66-2 6-1 6-3; N DJOKOVIC (Ser, 1) bt

:  FCERUNDOLO (Arg, 23)6-15-7 3-6 7-56-3;

- CRUUD (Nor, 7) bt TFRITZ (US, 12) 7-6(6) 3-66-4 6-2

- Women: Fourth round A SABALENKA (Blr, 2) bt E NAVARRD
- (US, 22) 6-2 6-3; J PAOLINI (It, 12) bt E Avanesyan (Rus) :
- 4-66-06-1; ERYBAKINA (Kaz, 4) bt ESVITOLINA (Ukr, 15)
- b6-46-3; M Andreeva (Rus) bt V Gracheva (Fr) 7-56-2
(0)3 Bosnia & Herzegovina (0)0 : C}"C_!i ns

: CRITERIUM DU DAUPHINE (France)

- Stage Two (Gannat-Col de la Loge, 142km): 1 M Cort (Den)
- Uno-X Mobility 3hr 21min 42sec; 2 P Roglic (Svn) Bora-

Hansgrohe; 3 M Jorgenson (US) Visma Lease-a-Bike:

Greg Wood's racing tips

: Southwell 2.15 Tropical Talent 2.45 Taste The Fear

: 3.15 Ava's Angel 3.45 Letterston Lily 4.20 Backmersackme
- 4.50 Glimpse Of Glory 5.20 Elham Valley 5.50 Malago Rose
- Leicester 2.33 Rokuni 3.03 Magic Rascal 3.33 Forest Gate
- 4.03 User Amistoso 4.38 Hat Toss 5.08 Alfred Cove

- Wolverhampton 5.30 Where's Clare 6.00 Stoic Syd

- 6.30 Wake Up Harry 7.00 Blackjack 7.30 Little Empire

:  B.00 Coast {(nap) 8.30 Due Date 9.00 One Cool Dreamer

Lingfield 6.15 Warhol 6.45 Al Qudra 7.15 Mick's Spirit
- 7.45 Queen's Guard (nb) 8.15 Blacklion 8.45 Camacho Man

4 B Armirail (Fr) Decathlon AG2R La Mondiale +8;

. 5 C Champoussin (Fr) Arkea-B&B Hotels +10.

. Selected others: 23 D Rafferty (ire) +10sec;
- 2BT7 Geoghegan Hart (GB); 40 L Nerurkar (GB) at same time.

. Ice hockey
. NHL PLAY-OFFS

- Semi-final Dallas 1 Edmonton 2 (Edmonton won 4-2)
. Fixtures

:  Football (7.45pm unless stated)

: UEFA Women's Euro 2025 qualifying

- Group Al Finland v Netherlands (5pm): Italy v Norway

- {5.15pm). Group A2 Belgium v Czech Republic {7 pm);

+ 5pain v Denmark (8.30pm). Group A3 France v England

: (8pm); Sweden v Republic of Ireland (5.30pm). Group A4
: leeland v Austria (8.30pm); Poland v Germany (5pm)

- Group B1 Azerbaijan v Turkey {(4pm): Hungary v

- Switzerland (4.30pm). Group B2 Israel v Scotland (3pm);
- Slovakia v Serbia (5pm). Group B3 Bosnia-Herzegovina v
- Malta (3pm); Northern Ireland v Portugal (7pm).

. Group B4 Croatia v Kosovo (7pm); Ukraine v Wales (7pm)
:  Group C1 Georgia v Cyprus (5pm). Group €2 Latvia v Slovenia
- (4pm): Moldova v North Macedonia (5pm). Group C3

: :  Andorra v Montenegro (6pm); Faroe Islands v Greece
.

-  vArmenia {3pm). Group C5 Albania v Luxembourg (5pm)
: Men's international friendlies

: Austria v Serbia; Italy v Turkey (8pm): Portugal v Finland;
- Repof Ireland v Hungary: Romania v Bulgaria (7.30pm):

- Slovenia v Armenia {5pm); Switzerland v Estonia {(7.15pm)
- Women's international friendlies

> Argentina v Costa Rica (12.10am); Senegal v Sth Africa (6pm)
. Cricket

- ICC Men's T20 World Cup

. Group B England v Scotland, Bridgetown (3.30pm)

. Group C Afghanistan vs Uganda, Providence {1.30am)

: Group D Netherlands v Nepal, Dallas (4.30pm)

: Cycling

:  UCI World Tour Criterium du Dauphine (France)

- Stage Three Celles-sur-Durolle-Les Estables (11.35am)

(4.45pm). Group C4 Bulgaria v Romania (5pm); Kazakhstan

Mbappé joins
Real Madrid for
five years with

€125m bonus

Real Madrid have announced the
signing of Kylian Mbappé seven years
after they first tried to bring him to
the club. The France forward will
officially join on a free transfer on
1 July after his Paris Saint-Germain
contract expires.

Mbappeé will be paid an annual
salary of between €15m (£12.8m)
and €20m (£17m) with annual incre-
ments. He is due to receive a €125m
(£106.5m) signing-on bonus spread
over five years of the contract, and
will get 80% of his image rights.

Shortly after a Madrid statement
confirmed the move, the 25-year-old
forward shared images on social
media of himself as a youngster in
the club’s clothing, including meeting
Cristiano Ronaldo at the Valdebebas
training ground. “A dream come
true,” Mbappé wrote. “Sohappyand
proud to join the club of my dream,
Real Madrid. Nobody can understand
how excited I am right now.”

With Mbappé preparing with
France for Euro 2024, Madrid hope to
present him in mid-July. He will wear
the No 9 shirt next season. Madrid’s
statement confirming his arrival said:
“Real Madrid and Kylian Mbappé

37

havereached an agreement whereby
he will be a Real Madrid player for the
next five seasons.”

Mbappé moved to PSG from
Monaco seven years ago and Madrid
made further attempts to get him
in 2021, when they offered €200m
on summer deadline day, and 2022,
when the forward held positive talks
with the Spanish club but ended up
committing to a new contract.

The signing of Mbappé follows
Madrid’s win against Borussia Dort-
mund last Saturday that secured a
record-extending 15th European Cup.
Mbappé, who scored 256 goalsin 308
PSG appearances, joins forwards at
Madrid including Vinicius Junior and
Rodrygo. Another Brazilian forward,
Endrick, is due to arrive next month
from Palmeiras when he turns 18.

Mbappé was not included by
Thierry Henry yesterday in France’s
25-man preliminary squad for a
training camp for the Paris Olympic
Games and will not be part of the
final squad. The men’s tournament
runs from 24 July to 9 August. “Clubs
have the power to say yes or no,”
Henry said. Guardian sport

A Kylian Mbappé said he I'Sh‘hﬂpp_‘lf
and proud’ to be joining Real Madrid

Maresca: “1o
join Chelsea
iSs a dream for
any coach’

& Continued from back page

in the summer of 2025, qualifying as
the 2021 Champions League winners.

“To join Chelsea, one of the big-
gest clubsinthe world, isadream for
any coach. It is why I am so excited
by this opportunity,” Maresca said.
“I look forward to working with a
very talented group of players and
staff to develop a team that contin-
ues the club’s tradition of successand
makes our fans proud.”

Maresca counts Pep Guardiola
among hisinfluences, having worked
under him at Manchester City, ini-
tially as the club’s elite development
squad manager in 2020-21 when he
won the Premier League 2 title by
14 points.

After a short-lived stint as the
manager of Parma the following sea-
son - he won four and lost four of 13
Serie Bmatches - he returned to City
in the summer of 2022 as Guardiola’s
assistant and helped them to treble-
winning glory.

In a parallel with the Arsenal
manager, Mikel Arteta - another for-
mer Guardiola assistant at City - it is
possible to see similarities in terms
of playing style between Maresca
and Guardiola. Maresca is obsessed
by patient possession and positional
play, hisgo-tosystemis4-3-3and the

Chelsea hierarchy are convinced his
approach will suit the technically
gifted squad.

Maresca left his native Italy at 18
to sign for West Brom at the start of
his playing career, earning amove to
Juventus, where he worked under
Carlo Ancelotti and Marcello Lippi,
and played alongside Antonio Conte.
Earlyin his coaching career, Maresca
was the assistant to Manuel Pellegrini
at West Ham. Guardiola is hardly his
only influence.

Maresca went to Leicester in the
summer of last year, livingat the train-
ing ground for the first two months
to get a feel for the job, which was to
rejuvenate the club after the shock
relegation from the Premier League.
He was charged with getting them
straight back up - nothing else. It
did not matter that James Maddison,
Harvey Barnes and Youri Tielemans
had left. Maresca delivered.

Leicester said they were “disap-
pointed” that he “no longer wants
to be part of our vision”. They will
receive about £10min compensation
for Maresca and six members of his
backroom staff who have also gone
to Chelsea. They are the former
Chelsea goalkeeper and assistant
manager Willy Caballero, the coach
Danny Walker, the goalkeeper coach
Michele De Bernardin, the fitness
coach Marcos Alvarez, the first-team
analyst Javier Molina Caballero, and
Roberto Vitiello, who worked as the
development coach.

Chelsea confirmed the arrival of
the set-piece coach Bernardo Cueva
from Brentford. It has been known
for some months that he would be
joining. Pochettino, when questioned
about the appointment in March, was
not effusive.
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Alexander-
Arnold

arrowsin
second

Trent
Alexander-
Arnold
volleys in
England’s
second goal
late on at St
James’ Park
last night

STU FORSTER/
GETTY IMAGES

England ignite

Sport
Football Friendly international

their mojo

with second-half spree

Palmer 60pen, Alexander-Arnold 85, Kane 89

David Hytner
St James’ Park

Gareth Southgate decided to make
his move. The hour had passed and
although his experimental England
team was getting closer, he wanted
to introduce the big gun, his captain
Harry Kane, from the bench - plus
four others including James Maddi-
son and Jack Grealish. There would
also be the thrill of debuts for Jarrad
Branthwaite and Adam Wharton.
Kane had taken off his tracksuit
but there would be one last action
because the VAR had spotted some-
thing amiss inside the Bosnia and
Herzegovina box as they defended a
corner. It soon became apparent that

the defender Benjamin Tahirovic had
a hold of Ezri Konsa’s shirt. It was a
clear penalty and Kane had tobe lick-
ing his lips at the prospect of getting
on totakeit for his 63rd England goal.
Instead, he was held back and the
responsibility fell to a player at the
other end of the international experi-
ence spectrum - Cole Palmer, on his
full debut. Palmer is famously cold
from the spotand he wasnever going
to pass up this one, his first senior
England goal a special moment.
Southgate’s team had flattered to
deceivein the first half, save for a few
flashes from another full debutant,
Eberechi Eze, plus a few more by
Palmer. The penalty settled them,
liberated them ahead of the grand
Euro 2024 kick-off. After one more
warm-up friendly against Iceland at
Wembley on Friday, it will be all sys-
tems go for the tournament opener
against Serbia on Sunday week.
There would be further tonics.
Trent Alexander-Arnold had been

moved from the right centre midfield
role in Southgate’s 4-2-3-1 to right-
back after the mass substitutions but
how he affected the game from there.
One long diagonal over to Grealish
took the breath and almost enabled
Maddison toscore butnot as much as
the volley for 2-0, Alexander-Arnold
fizzing it low and clean into the far
corner from a tight angle. There was
a glorious nonchalance about it.
Wharton, playing with a maturity
that belied his 20 years, had gone left
to Grealish and he got the assist with
a floated cross.

Conor Gallagher - singled out for
post-match praise from Southgate -
went close to 3-0, denied by the goal-
keeper Nikola Vasilj after a surging
run, before Kane, inevitably, did gloss
the scoreline. The goal had featured
smart approach work from Grealish,
Maddison and Jarrod Bowen and,
when Konsa could not set his feet
for a close-range finish, Kane could.

There has been plenty of fretting

about Southgate’s defensive prob-
lems with Harry Maguire and Luke
Shawinjured; John Stones coming off
anuneven club season. Thereisrather
less doubt about the attacking riches
and this wasa game to show them off.
It was not perfect. Yet when England
cut loose, there was much to enjoy.
It was easy to feel that it wasa bad
sign for Grealish to have beenamong
the substitutes, after he reported
early for duty last week following
the FA Cup final in which he did not
get on for Manchester City. He would
change the narrative sharply, playing

goal with James Maddison

with a point to prove, although he
was hardly the only one. Southgate
had started with Bowen, Palmerand
Eze,right toleftin thelinebehind the
striker, Ollie Watkins, and opportu-
nity had knocked for all of them.
Eze looked assured on the ball,
those lovely feints to the fore. He
will beat you from a standing start.
Premier League fans know that and
the small contingent of Bosnia and
Herzegovina fans, upin the St James’
Park gods, quicklyrealised it. Palmer
had a few moments before the inter-
val, ushering in Watkins for the first
chance. Watkins might have gone to
ground as Nikola Katic grappled with
him. He instead shot straight at Vasilj.
The atmosphere was subdued in
the first half, apart from when Kieran
Trippier, the Newcastle heroand Eng-
land captain at the outset, got on the
ball. Or when Jordan Pickford did
likewise. The Sunderland boy heard
boos from the locals, although the
England diehards who had travelled
from further afield chanted his name.
England gave the crowd little to
get excited about before the interval.
They did not move the ball with suf-
ficient zip and against big, physical
opponents it was all a little clogged.
Bowen wanted to get in behind up
theright but Eze’s inclination was to
driftinside. Trippier was never going
toget up and outside from left-back.
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Eze burst away from three chal-
lengersin the 27th minute - abreath-
takingandisolated incision - the ball
spinning for Konsa, who won a cor-
ner. From it, Konsa again got a break
and stabbed low for goal. Vasilj saved
smartly. Bowen shot low at the goal-
keeper on 45 minutes.

The crowd tried to rouse England
after the restart. The noise levels
went up significantly, consistently.
Theyimplored the team to bring more
againstthe nationranked 74th onthe
Fifalist. It worked. Palmer flickered,
seeing one shot deflect wide after a
trademark shoulder drop, almost cre-
ating a yard for himself on another
occasion following a low Bowen
cut-back.

The breakthrough was coming.
When Eze worked the ball wide after
a corner, Bowen bangedinalowshot
and watched it deflect for a corner.
Kane and the raft of replacements
were stripped. England would strike

Analysm

Jacob Steinberg St James' Park

Struggling attack shows

Southgate must hope for

before they got on.
England - Bosnia and Herzegovina
4-2-3-1 - 5-4-1

: Vasilj; Bicakcic

* (Mujakic 74), Ahmedhodzic
- (Muharemovic 82), Katic,

:  Radeljic (Hadzikadunic 74),
- Gazibegovic: : Gigovic

: (Burnic 82), Tahiravic ™,

:  Saric (Huseinbasic 63),

: Hajradinovic: Demirovic

- (Tabakovic 74)

Pickford; Konsa, Dunk
(Gomez 73), Guéhi
(Branthwaite 62 ),
Trippier (Wharton 62);
Alexander-Arnold,
Gallagher; Bowen,
Palmer (Maddison 61),
Eze (Grealish 63);
Watkins (Kane 62)

Referee Rohit Saggi (Nor) Attendance 50,061

Shaw to prove his fitness

he quest for balance
occupied England’s
thoughts for much of
this 3-0 win over Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

An experimental
lineup laboured for long spells

and, although there was plenty

of promise from Cole Palmer

and Eberechi Eze on their first
international starts, the concern
for Gareth Southgate has to be that
there were just as many moments
when the attack struggled to
function without the added threat
of Luke Shaw’s overlapping runs on
the left flank.

It is an obvious area of
potential weakness for England
before they head to Germany with
dreams of becoming European
champions. Will Shaw make it back
in time? Southgate needs him. He
does not have another recognised
left-back at his disposal. There was
no place for Ben Chilwell or Tyrick
Mitchell in England’s provisional
33-man squad.

So much isriding on Shaw
making it back in time for the
European Championship and,
while there have been optimistic
noises about his recovery
from injury, the fact remains
that nobody can be sure about
whether the Manchester United
defender can be trusted to make
it unscathed through seven
tournament games given that he
has been out since February.

But Southgate has gambled.Ina
move reminiscent of Glenn Hoddle
selecting Graeme Le Saux as
England’s only left-back at the 1998
World Cup, the head coach has not
named an obvious deputy for Shaw.
He simply has to hope that he will
not encounter the same problem
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It is hoped Luke
Shaw will be fit
for Euro 2024

as Hoddle did all those years ago.
Perhaps Southgate will even recall
that he was the player who had to
come on and play out of position on
the left when Le Saux was forced
off in the second half of England’s
defeat by Argentina in the last 16.

Of course, the intention is not
to criticise Kieran Trippier, whois
likely to fill in at left-back if Shaw
is not back for England’s opening
game against Serbia on 16 June.
Even so, the situation is clearly
less than ideal. Trippier has many
strengths. He is experienced,
dependable, tenacious and a fine
crosser of the ball from the right.
What he is not, though, is left-
footed and so, for all his willingness
and determination to support the
attack, his instinct will always be to
turn inside and move back on to his
stronger right side.

Does it mean England are
doomed? No. Theyreached the
semi-finals of the 2018 World Cup
with the right-footed Ashley Young
playing at left wing-back. Players
can thrive in unfamiliar positions

and Trippier is no stranger to
playing left-back for England.
He was there when they beat
Croatia in their opening game at
Euro 2020.

Yet his limitations were hard to
ignore during the first half against
Bosnia and Herzegovina. England
were too narrow and congested.
Every time the fearless,
impressive Eze went on one of
his daring dribbles and ghosted
inside from the left, it was crying
out for someone to charge down
the inside. Faced by a deep,
burly, often cynical defence, they
needed to vary the angles and
play with more width.

The mind went back to
Shaw’s fizzing low deliveries at
Euro 2020; his assist in the last-16
win over Germany. Trippier,
though, plays a more restrained
game. He was reluctant to burst
into the final third here. It made
it harder for Eze, who needed
more support.

Not that Eze had abad game.
There was one beautiful,
slaloming run from the Palace
playmaker, who was quick
to combine with Palmer, and
ultimately this went down asa
positive exercise from Southgate’s
perspective. He will be pleased
with England’s response after
half-time. There was more
intensity, more bite. Palmer,
who created an early chance for
the disappointing Ollie Watkins,
grew in influence. It was not
a coincidence that England’s
improvement coincided with
Palmer getting on the ball more in
the final third.

This was a night for seizing
opportunities. Palmer was
nerveless when he had the chance
to score his first England goal
from the spot. Jarrod Bowen
was lively on the right. Doubts
over their places in the final 26
ensured that Jack Grealish and
James Maddison were full of
motivation when they came onin
the second half.

Questions persist, though.
Maddison was imaginative in
the second half and itwas a
boost for Grealish to set up Trent
Alexander-Arnold’s stunning late
volley. Yet the overall balance
of the team was unconvincing.
Some players toiled. Marc Guéhi’s
distribution at the back was poor
at times, Watkins did not link the
play well up front and it was hard
to tell if Alexander-Arnold, whose
goal came after he shifted to right-
back, is the right player to fill the
third midfield spot.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
were limited opposition.
Alexander-Arnold had plenty
of the ball and did not do much
with it alongside Conor Gallagher.
Southgate will dwell on that lost,
timid first half. He will spend
the next few days fretting about
Shaw. England need his driving
runs down the left. They could be
the difference between success
and failure this summer.

Player ratings
England

4-2-3-1

Jordan Pickford His : 6
Sunderland heritage was

set aside on a quite night;

the Gallowgate End sang
“England’s number one”.

Ezri Konsa Lacked a : 6
certain chemistry with '

Jarrod Bowen but won

penalty before relocating

to central defence.

Lewis Dunk A chance i 5
for atonement following

some recent wobbles,

and was steady if not

exactly spectacular.

Marc Guéhi Auditioning 5
on the left of Southgate’s
centre-back pairing but

one first-half pass almost

gifted the visitors a goal.

Kieran Trippier The 6
Newcastle right-back

captained England from

left-back. Leadership

personified.

Trent Alexander-Arnold 8
Passing range and :
defence real highlights.

Ultimately switched to

right-back and scored.

Conor Gallagher Neat, : 7
tidy, industrious and 5

tackled well but initially

played within himself.

Improved later.

Jarrod Bowen A slightly 5
disappointing night 5

when it didn’t quite

happen down the right

for the winger.

Cole Palmer Converted § 7
a penalty - his first :

senior England goal.

Not at his very best but a

potentially class act.

AEberechiEze 8
All balance, dropped
shoulders, sweet

touches and a killer

chan g2e 0 [

pace.

Ollie Watkins Did not § 4
capitalise on aninviting '
early chance, and that

served as a microcosm

of his evening.

Subs: Jarrad Branthwaite (for

Guéhi 62) 5. Harry Kane (for

Watkins 62) 8. James Maddison

(for Palmer61) 7. Adam Wharton
(for Trippier 62) 7. Jack Grealish (for
Eze 63) 7. Joe Gomez (for Dunk 73) 6.

Louise Taylor



Injury alert
Djokovic doubt
over fitness
after epic win
at French Open
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Palmer 60pen :
Alexander-Arnold 85 :
Kane 89 .

Louise Taylor
St James’ Park

Gareth Southgate admitted itis going
to be “difficult” to axe seven players
from his squad by Friday’s midnight
deadline after England’s 3-0 win
against Bosnia and Herzegovina pro-
duced strongauditions for Euro 2024.
Southgate is preparing for the
tournament with 33 players but can
submit only 26 names to Uefa by
the Friday deadline. The victory at
St James’ Park last night only added
to his dilemmas as Cole Palmer and
Eberechi Eze ranked among those
making strong cases for inclusion.

“Eberechi played with real free-
dom and swagger,” said Southgate,
who watched Palmer score his first
goal for England from the penalty
spot before Trent Alexander-Arnold
volleyed a stunning second and Harry
Kane stepped off the substitutes’
bench to register the third. “And I
thought Colelinked play very well. It
was lovely tosee his first goal. Trent’s
was abeautiful finish, hemadeavery
difficult finish look straightforward .”

Alexander-Arnold began in cen-
tral midfield before reverting to
right-back but impressed in both
rolesand his manager said he could be
“highly effective” deployed in either
position in Germany this month.

At last...

Real Madrid
finally confirm
Mbappé joining
‘for five seasons’
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begin T20
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Archerout
towow
Barbados
in opener
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‘Difficult to cut squad’
‘Southgate admission as
Palmer and Eze shine

By then seven players will have
been disappointed. “Of course, it’s
going to be difficult,” Southgate
said. “I want to make fair and brave
decisions but those decisions are
always going to be subjective. We're
spinning a lot of plates.”

England struggled initially to
deconstruct their stubborn oppo-
nents. “I’'m pleased with the inten-
sity of the game,” Southgate said. “It
was important to play against a back
five, we might face that in Germany,
especially in the first two games.

“But if you keep patient and keep
probing the game will open up as it
did. Ithink, in the end, the scoreline
reflected the performance. There

A Cole Palmer
marks his first
international
goal, a
second-half
penalty, with
his trademark
celebration at

St James’ Park

MATT MCNULTY/
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were numerous good individual
performances. Eberechi caught the
eye and I thought Conor Gallagher
was important in midfield.”

Kane was preparing to come on
when the penalty was awarded just
after the hour and Southgate revealed
he had the “audacity” toask tobe sent
onintime totakeit, “That was never
going to happen,” he said.

Jack Grealish did well after step-
ping off the bench but could struggle
tomake the final cut. “We love having
him inthe group, he’s a great charac-
ter,” said Southgate, singling out
another substitute, Adam Wharton,
for praise: “I think he showed in that
cameo what we’ve seen in training.” *

Five-year deal
for Maresca as
he lives ‘dream’
at Chelsea

David Hytner

Chelsea have confirmed the appoint-
ment of Enzo Maresca on a five-year
contract, the new manager having
accepted the challenge of returning
the club to the Champions League
asabare minimum. The 44-year-old
Italian led Leicester to the Champi-
onship titlelast season - his only full
campaign as a head coach - and he
succeeds Mauricio Pochettino, who
left Chelsea by mutual consent two
weeks ago.

Maresca becomes the fifth mana-
gerinthe two-year Chelsea ownership
of Behdad Eghbali and Todd Boehly,
after Thomas Tuchel, Graham Potter,
Frank Lampard and Pochettino. The
list does not include Bruno Saltor,
who took interim charge for one game
in April 2023 after Potter’s departure.

Thelength of Maresca’s contract -
which has a club option of a further
year - is significant; Pochettino was
given two years, plus a one-year club
option, and it is part of the owners’
desire to go in a different direction.

The season under Pochettino
ended with five successive Premier
League wins, a sixth-placed finish
and Europa Conference League quali-
fication, an improvement on 12th
place from 2022-23. Yet turbulence
was rarely far away, the feeling
Pochettino was an imperfect fit for
the owners hard to ignore.

Maresca, who officially starts on
1 July, has bought into hisrole in the
club’s structure. Whereas Pochettino
sought greater power, including over
recruitment, Maresca is happy to
concentrate on coachingand seeking
to fulfil the owners’ ambitions, which
they outlined in the programme
for the final game of the season,
against Bournemouth.

A message talked about a need
to be “consistently winning or con-
tending forthe Premier League” and
“playing in the Champions League”.
Chelsea will play in the

revamped Club World Cup ee

A Enzo Maresca led Leicester to
the Championship title last season
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