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THE ARATINA Solar Project will involve the removal of 3,500 of the 4,700 Joshua trees on the site. The one above is 150 to 200 years old.

Killing Joshua trees to save planet?

Thousands of the protected species will be removed to make way for a solar
project in Mojave Desert. Developers say its benefits will outweigh the loss.

By MELODY PETERSEN

BORON, Calif. — A re-
newable energy company
will soon begin clearing
thousands of protected
Joshua trees just outside
this desert town, including
many thought to be a cen-
tury old, to make way for a
sprawling solar project that
will generate power for
180,000 homes in wealthier
coastal neighborhoods.

The 2,300-acre project
has angered residents of
Boron and nearby Desert
Lake, two small Kern
County towns where the
povertyrateistwice the Cali-
fornia average. Residents
say their concerns about
construction dust, as well as
the destruction of the
mostly pristine land that is
habitat for endangered
desert tortoises, have been

MELANIE RICHARDSON and other Boron residents are concerned that dust
from construction of the solar farm will spread valley fever in their community.

ignored by the county and
state officials who approved
it.

“Let’s destroy the envi-
ronment to save the environ-
ment. That seems to be the
mentality,” said Deric Eng-
lish, who teaches at Boron
Junior-Senior High School.
“It’s hard to comprehend.”

English was part of a
group that found the fungus
that causes valley fever in
samples of soil from the five
parcels surrounding the two
towns where the solar panels
will be built.

“How are kids going to be
able to play outside?” asked
Melanie Richardson, a nurse
who has sons at schools near
the site. “So many people
from our community were
begging themnot to approve
this project, and they passed
it regardless.”

The controversy over the

[See Joshua trees, A10]

Skydance Media nearing deal for Paramount

EVAN AGOSTINI Invision/AP

DAVID ELLISON’S
Skydance offer would
keep Paramount intact.

Despite a sweetened
offer, storied firm’s key
shareholder has yet to
approve, sources say.

By MEG JAMES

David Ellison’s Skydance
Media is close to clearing a
major hurdle in its pursuit of
Paramount Global.

The media giant’s com-
mittee ofindependent board
members has signaled its
approval for Ellison’s take-

over of the storied com-
pany, according to four peo-
ple familiar with the situa-
tion who were not author-
ized to comment.

Formal approval by Pa-
ramount’s special commit-
tee could come this week,
one of the knowledgeable
people said.

However, the Skydance
deal is not entirely stitched
up. It lacks the consent of
Paramount’s controlling
shareholder, Shari Red-
stone, sources said. Her sup-
port is key for any deal to
move forward.

Representatives for Pa-
ramount were not immedi-
ately available to comment.

Redstone’s family owns
77% of the controlling
shares of Paramount Global
through its holding com-
pany National Amusements
Inc.,, giving the heirs of
Sumner Redstone enor-
mous sway over the future of
the struggling owner of Pa-
ramount Pictures, the CBS
broadcast network, Comedy
Central, MTV and Nickel-
odeon.

Complicating matters, as
the Skydance sale process

Researching pet-to-person bird flu risk

The danger so far is low, but opportunities for infection are abundant

BY SUSANNE RUST

When researchers talk
about their biggest bird flu
fears, one that typically
comes up involves an animal
— like a pig — becoming si-
multaneously infected with
an avian and a human flu.
This creature, now a viral
mixing vessel, provides the

medium for a superbug to
develop — one that takes the
Killer genes from the bird flu
and combines it with the hu-
man variety’s knack for easy
infection.

So far, domestic poultry
and dairy cows have proved
to be imperfect vessels. So
too have the more than 48
other mammal species that
have become infected by eat-

ing diseased birds and then
died.

Butresearchers saythere
is one population of animal
floating under the radar:
pets. The risk may be low,
but the opportunities for
transmission are abundant.

“I think companion ani-
mals definitely need to be in
the picture,” said Jane
Sykes, professor of medicine

and epidemiology at the UC
Davis School of Veterinary
Medicine, describing the
viewpoint that diseases
such as H5N1 should be
viewed from a human, ani-
mal and ecosystem lens.

None operatesinisolation.
She pointed to our furry
friends’ penchant for eating
dead things, other animals’
[See Flu, A7]

has dragged on, Redstone
has fielded interest from at
least two other interested
buyers for National Amuse-
ments.

Last week, Redstone was
said to be mulling those
offers, including one that
was said to be higher than
what Skydance andits part-
ners had offered the Red-
stones. The Skydance pro-
posal would give the Red-
stone family more than
$2 billion for National
Amusements, including
money to pay off its debts,

[See Paramount, A7]
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Mexico
breaks

a glass
ceiling
first

It’s no accident that
the country managed
to elect a woman as
president before the
U.S. and many others.

By KATE LINTHICUM AND
PATRICK J. MCDONNELL

MEXICO CITY — Mexi-
cohaselected its first female
president —a U.S.-educated
climate scientist and former
mayor whose landslide vic-
tory Sunday reflects both
the continued dominance of
the country’s ruling party
and the vast strides made by
women in politics here.

That Mexico will have a
female leader before the
United States and the ma-
jority of other countriesisno
accident.

For years, Mexico has re-
quired political parties to
ensure that female candi-
dates make up at least 50%
of all competitors in federal,
state and municipal elec-
tions.

It has transformed poli-
tics: More than half of the
members of Congress and
nearly a third of governors
are women, and women
head the Supreme Court
and the ministries of the in-
terior, education, economy,
public security and foreign
relations.

Political scientists say fe-
male leaders have helped
push some of Mexico’s most
progressive policies, includ-
ing a federal law that gives
domestic workers the right
to social security and the de-
criminalization of abortion
by several states before the
Supreme Court ruled last
year that it should be al-
lowed nationwide.

The election of Claudia
Sheinbaum shatters the last
glass ceiling in politics in a
country where women were
barred from voting until
1954, and where a culture of
sexism and high rates of vi-
olence against women still

[See Mexico, A4]

FERNANDO LLANO AP

“I DID NOT arrive
alone,” said President-
elect Claudia Sheinbaum
in her acceptance speech.
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Venezuelans eye exits as election looms

The prospect of yet
another Maduro term
is prompting many to
make plans to leave.

By REGINA GARCIA CANO

SABANA DE MEN-
DOZA, Venezuela — One
of the most influential
politicians in Venezuela
once deemed images of his
fellow citizens abandoning
their home country the
result of a professionally

scripted, “Hollywood-type
blockbuster.”
Migration, Diosdado

Cabello said, was an issue
conjured by a “media appa-
ratus.” Similarly, his boss,
President Nicolas Maduro,
denied for years, at least
publicly, that millions of peo-
ple were literally walking
away from Venezuela.

Nothing, however, could
have pushed them out of de-
nial and into acceptance
faster than the existential
threat that their self-de-
scribed socialist govern-
ment is facing for the first
timeinyears.

As Maduro works toward
reelection with a divided, di-
minished and disappointed
base, he has slowly trans-
formed into a defender for
migrants, challenging news
reports linking some to
criminal activities and ac-
cusing immigration author-
ities in other countries of
abusing Venezuelans.

Minds are made up

Maduro, like the chief op-
position coalition, is promis-
ing job opportunities to en-
tice people to return or not
leave. But, unlike the opposi-
tion’s proposals, his no long-
er ring true for many voters,
and they have already made
up their minds: If Maduro
wins on July 28, they will be-
come migrants.

“Ilove Venezuela. Iwould
like to pursue a medical ca-
reer here, but one must
think about the future,” said
Arnaldo Benitez, 18. “I want
my family to have a decent
life and not be thinking ‘I
can’t afford thisorthat.” So, I
have to plan for a better fu-
ture even if it unfortunately
means leaving Venezuela.”

Benitez, who finished
high school last year, plans
to move to Colombia, which
has received the largest
share of the more than

7.7 million Venezuelans who
have migrated since their
country came undone last
decade. He said other peo-
ple in his rural community of
Torococo are also waiting for
the election outcome to de-
cide whether to leave, but a
group of 20 thought it best to
not wait and left in early
May.

A nationwide poll con-
ducted in April by the Vene-
zuela-based research firm
Delphos showed that
roughly a fourth of people
are thinking about migrat-
ing, primarily for economic
reasons. Of those thinking
about leaving Venezuela,
about 47% said an electoral
win by the opposition would
make them stay and roughly
the same amount indicated
that an improved economy
would also keep them in
their home country.

Migration decisions are
dominating conversations
at malls, high schools and
politicalrallies. Some people
are saving whatever money
they can and others are sell-
ing their belongings.

Inthe 1l years since Presi-
dent Hugo Chévez died and
his handpicked successor,
Maduro, took over, dropping
oil prices, corruption and
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government mismanage-
ment have sent the country
into a complex crisis, push-
ing people into poverty,
hunger, poor health, crime,
desperation and migration.
Economic sanctions im-
posed last decade failed to
topple Maduro, as the
United States and other gov-
ernmentsintended, but they
contributed to the existing
crisis.

In recent months, he ac-
cused news outlets of carry-
ing out a campaign against
Venezuelan mi-
grants, accusing the media
of “saying that all the crimes
in the world today are com-
mitted by Venezuelans.”

‘Come back!’

“To Venezuelan mi-
grants: We love you and our
love makes us say, ‘Come
back!” We are waiting for you
here, this is your land,” he
said on state television in
February. “Enough of xeno-
phobia and persecution.”

Maduro is seeking to ex-
tend his presidency for six
more years. Last year, he en-
tered into an agreement
with the U.S.-backed Uni-
tary Platform opposition co-
alition to work toward im-
proving conditions for a free
and fair election. But he has
since changed course as the
meteoric rise of opposition
leader Maria Corina
Machado turned into a real
threat to his reelection pro-

spects, and he has used his
ruling party’s control overall
government institutions to
tilt the balance.

The country’s top court
in January affirmed an ad-
ministrative decision block-
ing Machado’s candidacy.
Her chosen substitute was
barred from the ballot too.
She and the coalition are
now backing former di-
plomat Edmundo Gonzalez
Urrutia. Compared with
Machado, who has cam-
paigned for more than a
year, few voters know
Gonzélez’s name or back-
ground, but Machado’s en-
dorsement is enough for
many to want to vote for him.

During his first cam-
paign rally in mid-May,
Gonzalez asked supporters
to imagine “a country in
which our airports and bor-
ders would be filled with our
children returning home”
should he win.

Miguel Montilla, 53, a fa-
ther of three, retired after 27
yearsinthe armed forcesbut
says he and his family can-
not live off his roughly $20
monthly pension. He said he
will vote for Gonzédlez be-
cause he hopes the candi-
date willimplement changes
that spur economic devel-
opment and convince two of
his children to return to Ven-
ezuela, just as Machado has
repeatedly promised on the
campaign trail.

“I have lost my children

because they dropped out of
college and migrated. I want
them to come back and have
a family life and a better fu-
ture,” said Montilla, who has
a small convenience store in
Sabana de Mendoza. His
eyes swelled at the thought
of a family reunion, but after
a few hopeful seconds, he
considered the other pos-
sibility after the election.

“I better encourage my
other son to leave if Maduro
wins again. He has to leave,”
Montilla said. “I might leave
too.”

The Delphos poll showed
that people between ages 18
and 34 were more likely to
consider leaving Venezuela.
The poll had a margin of er-
ror of 2 percentage points.

Colombia is wary

Colombia’s  migration
chief, Fernando Garcia, told
the country’s Congress in
May that it “should expect a
large influx of Venezuelan
migrants” should Maduro
win. The director of the Mi-
gration Colombia agency
said a Maduro victory cou-
pled with the recent decision
by the U.S. government to
end some sanctions relief for
Venezuela would create the
conditions that can lead to
migration.

Most Venezuelan mi-
grants have settled in other
countries in Latin America
or the Caribbean, but after
the COVID-19 pandemic

ARIANA CUBILLOS Associated Press

VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT Nicoldas Maduro, who is running for another six-year term, greets supporters in Caracas on May 15.

eliminated millions of jobs
across the region, they be-
gan setting their sights on
the U.S.

Public employees these
days earn a monthly min-
imum wage of $3.60 plus $130
in bonuses, while private-
sector workers make on av-
erage $210 a month. Neither
is enough for a family to buy
a basic basket of goods,
which costs about $380.

At a government-organ-
ized rally last month in the
capital, Caracas, the low
wages were the only reason
cited by some high school
students who acknowledged
they are considering migrat-
ing. They dream about be-
coming engineers, owning
businesses and caring for
the sick, but all are willing to
postpone or forget those
goals.

Many students wore
their uniforms, and some
wore T-shirts backing
Maduro, though they balked
at offering verbal support for
him. High school senior Jax-
ael Rivera and other public
school students from across
Caracas were bused in to the
rally, which was eventually
addressed by the president.

“I would need a good-
paying job to stay,” said Ri-
vera, who is planning to join
his sisterin Spain, where she
haslived for two years.

Garcia Cano writes for the
Associated Press.

‘Sorry’ seems to be the hardest word

Trump’s strategy of
denial and lack of
remorse could hurt
him at sentencing.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Don-
ald Trump has had plenty to
say since his conviction last
week.

He has claimed the hush
money case was rigged,
incorrectly linked President
Biden to the state prose-
cution, called the star wit-
ness against him a “sleaze-
bag” and said the judge was
a “devil” and “highly con-
flicted.”

What he hasn’t done is
utter any variation of the
words that might benefit
him most come sentencing
time next month: “I'm
sorry.”

It’s a truism of the crimi-
nal justice system that de-
fendants hoping for lenient
treatment at sentencing are
expected to take responsi-
bility for their actions, even
express remorse. But that
flies in the face of Trump’s
longtime refusal to acknowl-
edge any wrongdoing, a tone
he often strikes to portray
strength and present him-
self as a fighter under cease-
less attack.

Although the strategy
may resonate with his most
loyal supporters, it failed
during his New York crimi-
nal trial and could compli-
cate his
legal team’s efforts to avoid a
tough sentence.

“The fact, I think, that he
has no remorse — quite the
opposite, he continues to
deny his guilt — is going to
hurt him at sentencing,”

S

I;-.

said Jeffrey Cohen, an asso-
ciate professor at Boston
College Law School and a
former federal prosecutor in
Massachusetts. “It’s one of
the thingsthat the judge can
really point to that every-
body is aware of — that he
just denies this — and can
use that as a strong basis for
his sentence.”

Trump is set to be sen-
tenced July 11 by Judge Juan
M. Merchan, who raised the
specter of jail time during
the trial after the former
president racked up thou-
sands of dollars in fines for
violating a gag order. The
judge has been the target of
Trump’s relentless ire.

The 34 felony counts of
falsifying business records
are punishable by up to four
years in prison. It’s unclear
whether prosecutors intend
to seek imprisonment —
Manhattan Dist. Atty. Alvin
Bragg dodged the question
Thursday — or whether
Merchan would sentence
Trump to jail time if that
is indeed the recommenda-
tion.

JuLIA NIKHINSON Associated Press
SOME LEGAL experts say it would be inadvisable for
Donald Trump to speak at his July 11 sentencing.

As part of a rambling
broadside against the case,
Trump has sought to down-
play concerns about his sen-
tence, saying in a “Fox &
Friends” interview that
aired Sunday that he was
“OK” with the prospect of
imprisonment or home con-
finement.

“I saw one of my lawyers
the other day on television
saying, ‘Oh, no, you don’t
want to do that’ ” to a former
president, Trump said. “I
said, don’t, you know, beg
for anything. It’s just the way
itis.”

He will have the option to
address the judge at his sen-
tencing hearing, though he
is not required to do so, and
some legal experts have said
it would be inadvisable for
him to speak.

Trump did not testify in
hisown defense at the trial, a
strategy he later suggested
had to do with concerns that
prosecutors would try to
catch him in a trivial false-
hood.

“If he turns around and
blames the court, attacks

prosecutors, decries this as
a witch hunt, lies — you
should have no misgiving:
There will be consequences,
and there should be conse-
quences,” said Jeremy Sa-
land, a former assistant dis-
trict attorney in Manhattan.

Inaddition, Trump’s con-
stant attacks on the prose-
cutors, judge and court sys-
tem and his aggressive trial
strategy — outright denying
claims of an extramarital
affair with adult film actor
Stormy Daniels and involve-
ment in the subsequent
scheme to buy her silence —
would make any change of
tune at his sentencing seem
disingenuous.

“Idon’t see any real bene-
fit of him speaking at sen-
tencing, because even if he
did say something, he’s say-
ing the exact opposite out-
side the courtroom, and the
judge is not unaware of
that,” Cohen said.

To be sure, there are mul-
tiple factors that could tilt
against a prison sentence —
Trump’s apparent lack of
contrition notwithstanding.
Merchan could conclude, for
instance, that there’s a soci-
etal interest against having
a former, and potentially
future, president in jail.

“Sometimes as a judge
and a prosecutor, you have
to look at the proverbial
scoreboard and say, ‘That’s
enough.” And that score-
board here is a permanent
brand that you'd see on the
side of cattle of a big, fat ‘F’
for felony,” Saland said.

“It is far worse than any
scarlet letter could ever be,”
he added. “And no matter
what he says, no matter how
he spins it, no matterifit’s a
day in jail or not, he will
always be a convicted felon.
Period.”



LATIMES.COM

Slos Anaeles Times

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2024 A3

THE WORLD

Front-runner emerges in Iran’s presidential race

By JoN GAMBRELL

DUBAI — Iran’s hard-
line speaker of the parlia-
ment emerged Monday as
the most prominent candi-
date from within the Shiite
theocracy to replace Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi, who
was Killed in a helicopter
crashlast month, inthe June
28 election.

Mohammad Bagher Qal-
ibaf, a former Tehran mayor
with close ties to the
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard, catapulted to the
front of the candidates just
a day after hard-line
former President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad registered his
bid for the presidency.

Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei gave a
speech earlier Monday in
which he alluded to qualities
that Qalibaf has high-
lighted, potentially signal-
ing support for the speaker.

However, many Kknow
Qalibaf as a former Revolu-
tionary Guard general who
was part of a violent crack-
down on Iranian university
students in 1999. He also re-
portedly ordered live gunfire
to be used against students
in 2003, while serving as the
country’s police chief.

Those events could play
into an election that follows
years of unrest over an ailing
economy and mass protests
in 2022 over the fate of
Mahsa Amini, who died after
being arrested for allegedly
not wearing her headscarf,
or hijab, to the liking of secu-
rity forces.

The election comes at a

VAHID SALEMI Associated Press

THE HARD-LINE speaker of Iran’s parliament, Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf,
registered Monday as a candidate in the June 28 presidential election.

time of heightened tensions
between Iran and the West
over Tehran’s rapidly ad-
vancing nuclear program,
crackdowns on dissent and
the arming of Russia in the
war against Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Iran’s sup-
port of militia proxy forces
throughout the Middle East
have beenincreasingly in the
spotlight as Yemen’s Houthi
rebels attack ships in the
Red Sea over the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza
Strip.

Qalibaf, 62, registered
his candidacy with the

Interior Ministry in front of
a crowd of journalists Mon-
day. Speaking later to the
media, he said he would con-
tinue on the same path as
Raisi and the late Guard
Gen. Qassem Suleimani, a
figure revered by many in
Iran after he was Killed in
2020 by a U.S. drone strike in
Baghdad.

Qalibaf insisted that he
would not allow “another
round of mismanagement”
in Iran and mentioned pov-
erty and price pressures as
the country strains under
international sanctions.

ABDEL KAREEM HANA Associated Press

MOURNERS GATHER for the funeral of seven Palestinians, including three
children, killed by Israeli bombardment on Friday in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip.

‘State of Palestine’ seeks
to join case against Israel

ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE HAGUE — Pal-
estinian officials applied on
behalf of the “State of Pal-
estine” at the top U.N. court
for permission to join South
Africa’s case accusing Israel
of genocide in Gaza.

The request, published
Monday, says that Israel’s
ongoing military operation
is “part of a systematic effort
to wipe Palestinian society
and its culture and social in-
stitutions from the map.”
The request to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice was
signed by Palestinian Au-
thority Foreign Ministry offi-
cial Ammar Hijazi.

South Africa filed its case
with the world court late last
year accusing Israel of
breaching the Genocide
Convention in its military
assault that has laid waste
to large swaths of the Gaza
Strip. Israel denies it is com-
mitting genocide in its mili-
tary operation to crush
Hamas over the militant
group’s deadly Oct. 7 at-
tacksin southern Israel.

The court has issued
three preliminary orders in
the case calling on Israel to
do all it can to prevent
deaths in the enclave, ramp
up humanitarian aid and,
most recently, halt its offen-
sive in Rafah.

It is unclear how long the
court’s judges will take to
rule on the request. If
granted, Palestinian offi-
cials will be able to address
the court in writing and dur-
ing public hearings.

In their request, the Pal-
estinians said they are di-
rectly affected by the case.

“The Israeli onslaught
has obliterated and dam-
aged, beyond recognition,
Gaza’s hospitals, mosques,
churches, universities,
schools, homes, shops, and
infrastructure, as part of a
systematic effort to wipe
Palestinian society and its
culture and social institu-
tions from the map,” the re-
quest says.

The request adds that Is-
rael is violating the court’s
orders and continuing with
“its genocidal acts including
deliberately and systemat-
ically impeding humanitari-
an aid, resulting in an inten-
tionally engineered situa-
tion of starvation and a
creeping famine that is in-
creasingly imminent.”

The Palestinians have
been to the United Nations
court before. In 2018, the Pal-
estinian Authority filed a
case asking its judges to or-
der the United States to re-
move its relocated embassy
from Jerusalem. The case
followed the Trump admin-
istration’s decision to recog-
nize Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital and to move the
U.S. Embassy there from
Tel Aviv.

That case remains before
the court, where cases can
take years to resolve.

Meanwhile in central
Gaza, Israeli strikes Kkilled 11
people overnight into Mon-
day, including a woman and
three children, Palestinian
health officials said.

A strike on a home in the
Bureij refugee camp late
Sunday Kkilled four people,
including the three children.
A second strike early Mon-
day Kkilled seven people, in-
cluding a woman, in the Nu-

seirat refugee camp.

The bombardments
come days after President
Biden said Israel has offered
Hamas a three-phase cease-
fire and hostage release
deal, declaring that it was
time to end the fighting in
Gaza and that Hamas is “no
longer capable” of carrying
out another large-scale at-
tack on Israel.

Israel is expanding its of-
fensive inthe southern Gaza
city of Rafah, once the main
hub of humanitarian aid
operations. The Israeli inva-
sion has largely cut off the
flow of food, medicine and
other supplies to Palestin-
ians facing widespread
hunger.

Israel faces growing in-
ternational criticism over
the huge cost in civilian
lives and the widespread
destruction caused by its
nearly eight-month war with
Hamas.

Israeli bombardments
and ground operations in
the territory have killed
more than 36,000 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry, which does
not distinguish between
combatants and civilians.

Israel launched its war in
Gaza after Hamas’ Oct. 7
attack, in which militants
stormed into southern Isra-
el, killed about 1,200 people
— mostly civilians — and ab-
ducted about 250. Israel says
around 100 hostages are still
held in Gaza, along with the
bodies of about 30 more.

On Monday, Israel con-
firmed the deaths of four
more hostages, including
three elderly men seen in a
Hamas video begging for
their release.

“If I didn’t register, the
work we have started for re-
solving economic issues of
the people in the popular
government [of Raisi] and
the revolutionary parlia-
ment, and isnow at the stage
of fruition, would remain un-
finished,” Qalibaf said.

It remains unclear what
those plans would entail as
Iran’s currency, the rial, con-
tinuesto spiral and again ap-
proaches a rate of 600,000 to
the U.S. dollar. The currency
was trading at 32,000 to the
dollar when Tehran signed
the 2015 nuclear accord with
world powers.

Like other candidates,
Qalibaf stayed away from
directly discussing the tat-
tered nuclear deal — or the
recent comments by officials
that Iran could seek the
atomic bomb. Such matters
of state remain the final
decision of Khamenei, 85,

but presidents in the past
have leaned toward either
engagement or confronta-
tion with the West.

Along with Ahmadine-
jad, another former parlia-
ment speaker, Ali Larijani,
and former Iranian Central
Bank chief Abdolnasser
Hemmati, who also ran in
2021, have registered for the
June ballot.

Eshaq Jahangiri, a for-
mer vice president under
moderate President Hassan
Rouhani, whose administra-
tion reached the nuclear
deal, has alsoregistered.

Acting President
Mohammad Mokhber, who
took over after Raisi’s death,
apparently did not register
despite being seen with Kha-
meneiin recent meetings.

Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi said “about 80” hope-
fuls registered during the
five days allotted.

The 12-member Guard-
ian Council, a panel of clerics
and jurists overseen by Kha-
menei, will decide on a final
candidate list by June 12.

The panel has never ac-
cepted a woman or anyone
calling for radical change to
the country’s governance.
Ahmadinejad, who increas-
ingly challenged Khamenei
toward the end of his term
and is remembered for the
bloody crackdown on the
2009 Green Movement pro-
tests, was disqualified by the
panelin the last election.

Qalibaf ran unsuccess-
fully for president in 2005
and 2013. He withdrew from
the 2017 campaign to sup-
port Raisi in a failed presi-
dential bid.

Raisi won the 2021 presi-
dential election, which had
the lowest turnout ever in
Iran, after every major oppo-
nent was disqualified.

A trained pilot, Qalibaf
served in the paramilitary
Guard during the country’s
bloody war with Iraq in the
1980s. After the conflict, he

served as head of the
Guard’s construction arm,
Khatam al-Anbia, for sev-
eral years, leading efforts to
rebuild.

Qalibaf then served as
head ofthe Guard’s air force.

In 1999, he co-signed alet-
ter to reformist President
Mohammad Khatami amid
student protests in Tehran
over the government’s clos-
ing of a reformist newspaper
and a subsequent crack-
down by security forces. The
letter warned Khatami that
the Guard would take action
unilaterally unless he agreed
to put down the demon-
strations.

Violence around the pro-
tests saw several people
killed, hundreds wounded
and thousands arrested.

Qalibaf then served as
head of Iran’s police, mod-
ernizing the force and imple-
menting the 110 emergency
phone number. But a leaked
recording of a meeting be-
tween Qalibaf and members
of the Guard’s volunteer
Basij force featured him
claiming that he had or-
dered the use of gunfire
against demonstrators in
2003, as well as praising the
violence used against the
2009 protests.

In comments Monday
morning before Qalibaf
registered, Khamenei said
Iran needs a president who
is “active, hardworking,
attentive and loyal to the
basics” of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution — a statement
Qalibaflater echoed.

“Concerns about the
future of the country was a
reason that the elites and
entrepreneurs invited me to
run in the election,” Qalibaf
said. “Who else can take
responsibility for finishing
jobsin this situation?”

Gambrell writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
Nasser Karimiin Tehran
contributed to thisreport.

Power 1s cut amid Nigeria strikes

Workers shut down
the national grid as
unions call for higher
minimum wage.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GOMBE, Nigeria — Afri-
ca’s most populous country
ground to a halt Monday,
with electricity cut and ma-
jor airports closed, as Ni-
geria’s largest labor unions
began striking to demand a
salary increase amid the
worst cost-of-living crisis in
decades.

President Bola Tinubu’s
economic reforms — includ-
ing ending fuel subsidies —
have resulted in surging in-
flation that is at a 28-year
high.

In this latest strike, the
fourth since Tinubu came to
power a year ago, workers
shut down the national elec-
tricity grid and drove away
operators at a key transmis-
sion station, the Transmis-
sion Co. of Nigeria said, add-
ing that other workers sent
to restore power were
blocked.

Elsewhere, government
workers either failed to show
up or shut down entrances
to offices, including at air-
ports in the capital, Abuja,
and the economic hub, La-
gos. Hundreds of passengers
were stranded afterlocal air-
lines suspended flight oper-
ations.

All aviation workers
should stay away “until fur-
ther notice,” their associ-
ation said.

“We demand a living
wage,” the Nigerian Labor
Congress said on the
social platform X, describ-
ing what they currently
earn as “starvation wage.”
It and the Trade Union
Congress represent hun-
dreds of thousands of gov-
ernment workers across
key sectors.

The unions want the cur-
rent minimum monthly
wage of 30,000 naira ($20)
to be increased to nearly
500,000 naira ($336). The
government offers 60,000
naira ($40).

The unions’ demand
would increase the govern-
ment wage bill by $6.3 billion,
which is capable of “destabi-
lizing the economy,” Infor-

mation Minister Moham-
med Idris has said.

Analysts have warned
that a minimum monthly
wage of nearly $336 is not
sustainable for Nigeria’s
states, most of which strug-
gle to pay salaries.

“It is one thing to sign
[the new wage bill], but
it is another thing for
you to be able to sustain
it,” said Muda Yusuf, head
of the Nigeria Center for
Promotion of Private Enter-
prise.

The labor unions defend
their demands by pointing
to the expensive lifestyle of
Nigeria’s public officials.

After Nigeria’s president
ended the decades-long but
costly fuel subsidies on his
first day in office, the price of
gas more than doubled in
one of Africa’s biggest oil
producers. Prices for public
transportation and com-
modities soared.

Tinubu’s  government
also devalued the currency
to encourage foreign invest-
ment, which further in-
creased prices of basic
commodities in the import-
dependent country of more
than 210 million people.
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Mexico breaks glass ceiling, beating U.S.

[Mexico, from Al]
prevail.

“In 200 years of the Mexi-
can republic, I have become
the first woman president,”
Sheinbaum, 61, told sup-
porters in her acceptance
speech Sunday night, de-
scribing her win as a victory
for all women.

“I did not arrive alone,”
she said. “We all arrived.”

She is set to be sworn in
Oct. 1, taking the helm of a
prosperous but polarized
nation beset by widespread
gangviolence.

Sheinbaum has vowed to
continue the path cut by
outgoing President Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador, a
populist widely known as
AMLO who helped slash
poverty by doubling the min-
imum wage and expanding
the country’s welfare system
while giving extraordinary
new powers to the military
and failing to halt cartel
violence.

She backs some of his
most divisive proposals, in-
cluding a series of constitu-
tional changes that critics
worry would erode demo-
cratic checks and balances.

Her extraordinary mar-
gin of victory — she won
more than twice as many
votes as her main competi-
tor — was largely seen as a
vote of confidence for Lopez
Obrador and the party he
founded, Morena.

But how Sheinbaum will
navigate his long shadow is
already the central question
of her presidency. Loépez
Obrador has vowed to retire
from politics, but many won-
der whether he will find a
way to remain in the fray
that has animated his entire
adult life.

Sheinbaum, for her part,
has dismissed as sexist the
implication that she will be
the former president’s pup-
pet. “There’s a hint of mi-
sogyny, of machismo there,”
she said in one interview.

Veteran Mexican journal-
ist Jorge Zepeda Patterson
suggested that Sheinbaum
isup against a lot.

“The generals, the union
leaders, the party leaders,
the managers of the busi-
ness chambers ... are not
only men, they operate cul-
turally with patriarchal
codes,” hewrote in the Span-
ish newspaper El Pais.

Sheinbaum owes her po-
litical career to Lodpez
Obrador, who was mayor of
Mexico City when he
plucked the then-university
professor out of academic
obscurity and named her his
secretary of environment.

He then encouraged suc-
cessive electoral bids that
catapulted Sheinbaum to
his former post as the capi-

MARcO UGARTE Associated Press

SUPPORTERS of President-elect Claudia Sheinbaum celebrate early Monday in Mexico City’s Zoécalo after the historic election.

tal’s mayor and, now, to suc-
ceed him as president.

Sheinbaum’s standard
campaign stump speech
routinely refers to her tutor
inallthings political as Mexi-
co’s “greatest president”
ever. She borrows his slogan
promising to “put the poor
first.”

“It’s hard to believe” that
Lopez Obrador will stay
completely away from poli-
tics, said Lila Abed, acting
director of the Mexico Insti-
tute at the Wilson Center in
Washington. “But he will
probably allow [Shein-
baum] to stake out her own
stands on certain issues.”

One is energy policy.
Lopez Obrador has invested
billions of dollars in refinery
projects and in propping up
the plodding state oil giant,
Pemex.

When asked about how
her policies may differ,
Sheinbaum inevitably refers
generally to her scientific
background, which includes
a doctorate in environmen-
tal engineering and four
years of study at the
Lawrence Berkeley National

Laboratory in California.

“Iamascientist, IThaveal-
ways worked for renewable
sources of energy,” she said
in aninterview last year with
the Los Angeles Times. “I
am a woman. I believe in sci-
entific development as part
of national progress.”

Her adherence to science
was evident from the early
days of the COVID-19 pan-
demic as Lopez Obrador de-
fied social distance recom-
mendations and toured the
country — pressing the flesh
with admirers, hugging and
kissing supporters and urg-
ing his compatriots to keep
eatinginrestaurants.

Sheinbaum, who at the
time was mayor of Mexico
City, was one of severalinsid-
ers credited with working
behind the scenes to per-
suade the president to re-
verse course and embrace
mask-wearing and more
caution.

“She urged people to
wear masks, she closed the
city and favored social dis-
tancing at a time when
AMLO was saying the con-
trary,” Abed said.

Experts said Sheinbaum
is also likely take a more pro-
nounced stand than her
predecessor on gender is-
sues — an area that activists
routinely accused Loépez
Obrador of neglecting.

Their criticism has often
extended to Sheinbaum as
well, though she did speak
out against violence against
women and the grim stat-
istic that an average of 10
women are killed every day.

In 2022, she pushed for
the arrest and prosecution
ofthe alleged Killers in one of
the country’s most high-pro-
file cases: the slaying of Ari-
adna Fernanda Lépez Ruiz,
whose battered body was
found dumped on a highway
outside the capital. Shein-
baum alleged a cover-up on
the part of a state prose-
cutor, who was later charged
inthe case.

Early returns suggested
that Sheinbaum captured a
broader share of the vote
than any candidate in dec-
ades.

As of Monday afternoon,
she was winning with 59% of
the vote compared with 28%

for her closest rival, Xéchitl
Galvez Ruiz, a former sen-
ator on a ticket with a coali-
tion of opposition parties
largely united against Lépez
Obrador.

With two women front-
runners, it was clear for
months that Mexico would
elect a female president.

Many credited the work
of activists that resulted in
gender quotas, an effort
that dates to the country’s
transition to democracy.

After more than seven
decades of domination by
the Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party, politicians be-
gan rewriting laws in the
1990s to make elections more
fair. Feminist activists saw
an opening.

Lawmakers first set a
mandatory 30% quota for fe-
male candidates in the 2003
elections and later raised
the threshold to 40% for the
2009 vote.

For a while, parties tried
to evade the requirements,
runningwomeninlosing dis-
tricts or making backroom
deals so female candidates
would resign once elected

and cede their positions to
men.

In response, female poli-
ticians from across the ideo-
logical spectrum formed a
coalition to push back, tak-
ing parties to court and
pressing election officials
to strengthen the quota
rules.

Fewer than a third of
the member states of the
United Nations have ever
had a female leader, accord-
ing to a Pew Research Cen-
ter analysis.

Jennifer Piscopo, a pro-
fessor of gender and politics
at the University of London
who studies Mexico, said
her research shows that
having women in office
shapes not only policy but
also culture.

“Even if all forms of gen-
der equality are not solved, I
think it matters that now
there won’t be any little girl
in Mexico who thinks a
woman can’t be president,”
she said.

Cecilia Sdnchez Vidal in The
Times’ Mexico City bureau
contributed to this report.

Death highlights chaos, squalor in Italy’s migrant jails

The suicide of a
young man from
Guinea who suffered
mental illness shines
a light on conditions.

BY PAOLO SANTALUCIA,
GIADA ZAMPANO,
ANNIE RISEMBERG
AND BOUBACAR DIALLO

ROME — It was still dark
and quiet outside when Ous-
mane Sylla had his last
prayer in the courtyard of an
Italian migrant jail.

A few moments later, the
silence of dawn was shat-
tered. Chaos took over the
detention and deportation
center of Ponte Galeria on
the outskirts of Rome. The
2l-year-old Guinean had
been found dead in an ap-
parent suicide.

Fellow detainees who dis-
covered his body screamed
for help and frantically tried
to resuscitate him. When
paramedics finally arrived,
Sylla was gone. Enraged by
his death, migrants set mat-
tresses on fire, broke down
doors and threw stones at
security forces inside the
prison. The riots led to the
arrest of 13 people.

Sylla’s death in February
shined a spotlight on the
conditions inside these de-
facto jails for migrants, rais-
ing questions about Italy’s
migration policy as its gov-
ernment, led by far-right
Premier Giorgia Meloni,
vowed to build more such fa-
cilities across the country as
well as abroad.

The detention and de-
portation centers were es-
tablished in 1999; lawyers
and activists have described
them as “black holes for hu-
manrights.” The Italian gov-

ANDREW MEDICHINI Associated Press

DETAINEES gather in an open area of the Ponte Galeria center on the outskirts
of Rome, one of the facilities created in Italy to hold migrants before repatriation.

ernment says they are es-
sential to deterring mi-
grants such as Sylla from
crossing the Mediterranean
on smugglers’ boats.

Sylla’s journey from the
West African nation of Guin-
eatoItalybeganin2022. One
of seven children, he
dropped out of school dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.
He learned masonry, but his
real passion was singing.
Sylla posted videos of him-
self on TikTok rhyming and
gesturinglike a rapper.

“His dream was to be-
come a big star, that every-
one would say his name, and
he would sing for everyone,”
his older sister, Mariama
Sylla, said from the family’s
modest house in the out-
skirts of the capital, Cona-
kry.

To get to Europe, Sylla
crossed the Sahara through
Mali, Algeria and Tunisia.
He made his way to the
Tunisian coast, where smug-
glers move thousands of
migrants from northern Af-
rica to Europe on rickety
boats. This central Mediter-
ranean route is known as
one of the deadliest migra-
tion crossings in the world,;
more than 2,500 people died
or went missing last year
alone.

After nearly drowning in
the Mediterranean, Sylla fi-
nally reached the Italian is-
land of Lampedusa on July
29, 2023.

Sylla was trying to join
his older brother, who lives
in France. But when he
reached the border town of
Ventimiglia on Aug. 9, 2023,

he was rejected by French
authorities. After lying
about his ageinhopesthatit
would increase his chance of
getting residency, Sylla was
sent south, to a center for
underage migrants in the

town of Cassino.
But the place was violent
and dysfunctional, his

brother and witnesses told
the Associated Press. Dur-
ing his time in Cassino, Sylla
told them he was repeatedly
beaten up by other mi-
grants.

According to witnesses
working at the center, the fa-
cility lacked basic services
such as proper clothing, psy-
chological support and in-
terpreters. Food deliveries,
pocket money and mobile
data cards were scarce.

On Oct. 13, Sylla received

an order expelling him from
the country. One day later,
he was transferred to a de-
tention and deportation
centerin Trapani, the first of
two migrant jails where he
would spend the last four
months of his life, according
to Dario Asta, a lawyer who
assisted Sylla.

Giuseppe Caradonna,
another lawyer who tried to
help Sylla, said that’s when a
psychologist first flagged his
mental health issues.

Caradonna informed lo-
cal authorities on Nov. 14
that Sylla’s mental and
physical conditions made
him unfit for detention and
requested his transfer to a
specialized facility.

But the transfer request
was denied and on Jan. 5 a
judge ordered him held for
three more months.

A fellow migrant detain-
ee from Guinea-Bissau said
that Sylla was taking daily
medication provided by a
doctor at the Trapani facil-
ity. In late January, when a
riot broke out in the center,
burning most of it, both of
them were transferred to the
Ponte Galeria detention
center near Rome.

As Sylla boarded the bus
that would transfer him, a
doctor handed him his case
file, urging him to show it to
staff at the new center so he
could get proper care.

But there is no evidence
that the file was ever seen by
any professional at the
Rome detention center, and
Sylla was never seen by the
center’s psychologist. The
center, managed by an inter-
national detention and re-
ception company called
ORS, wouldn’t comment on
Sylla’s treatment, but the
contract confirmed they had
a responsibility to provide
psychological care to detain-
ees.

Four days later, the
young man took his own life.

Italy has 10 such migrant
jails across the country with
a capacity to hold 700 for-
eigners under administra-
tive detention at any one
time. Two of them, including
Trapani’s, are closed for up-
grades.

In theory, the aim of the
centers is deportation. But
according to Interior Min-
istry data, only 52% of mi-
grants in detention centers
are successfully expelled.
The rest are eventually re-
leased with a self-expulsion
order, unable to work or
regularize their situation.
Many fall into the under-
ground economy or become
prey to criminal groups.

Rights groups and hu-
man rights lawyers have for
years denounced and docu-
mented squalid conditions
inside the migrant prisons,
including the lack of ade-
quate health services, over-
prescription of psychiatric
drugs to keep detainees se-
dated, and limited access by
theirlawyers and relatives.

From 2019 to 2024, 13 peo-
plehad died —five by suicide
— inside Italy’s detention
centers, which also regis-
tered hundreds of suicide at-
tempts and self-harm epi-
sodes.

Sylla’s relatives blame
the Italian government for
his death.

“I am so, sO angry at
them!” Mariama Sylla told
the AP shortly after his buri-
al in Conakry. “What they’ve
done to my little brother,
they abandoned him like
he’s not a human being. I'm
furious.”

Associated Press writers
Santalucia and Zampano
reported from Rome and
Risemberg and Diallo from
Conakry, Guinea.
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Puerto Rico’s governor loses primary bid

Island’s congressional
member wins in upset,
as voters struggle with
2017 storm’s effects.

By DanNica CoTo

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
— Puerto Rico congres-
sional representative Jen-
niffer Gonzdlez defeated
Gov. Pedro Pierluisiin a sur-
prise upset during a primary
election held Sunday by
their pro-statehood party.

The two ran on the same
ticket four years ago under
the New Progressive Party,
but Gonzalez, a Republican,
announced her plan to chal-
lenge Pierluisi, a Democrat,
in early December. Public
jabs between the two turned

acrimonious during the
campaign.
Puerto Rico’s main polit-

ical parties are divided by
the island’s political status,
50 it’s common to find both
Republicans and Demo-
crats within the same party.

“What happened is very
painful, and I didn’t expect
it, but let no one think that
I'm goingto slowdowninthe
remainder of this four-year
period,” Pierluisi said late
Sunday as he congratulated
Gonzaélez.

He addressed his sup-
porters briefly as Gonzéalez
celebrated with hers while
results continued to trickle
in.

Gonzéalez obtained 56%
of the vote compared with
Pierluisi’s 44%, with an esti-
mated tens of thousands of
votes still uncounted. She is
the first female gubernatori-
al candidate to secure a pri-
mary win for the New Prog-
ressive Party.

“Positions do not belong
to politicians ... they belong
to the people,” Gonzdalez
said during a speech shortly

ANDREW HARNIK Associated Press

JENNIFFER Gonzalez and other gubernatorial candidates face voters still deal-
ing with outages and reconstruction years after Hurricane Maria struck in 2017.

after Pierluisi conceded. “I
commit to being on the
streets, to listen to people.”

As of Monday, Puerto Ri-
co’s elections commission
had not yet provided up-
dated numbers and was still
counting votes.

Running with Gonzéalez
for the position of resident
commissioner is senior U.S.
naval military officer Elmer
Roman, a former secretary
of state for Puerto Rico,
while Puerto Rico Sen.
William Villafarie is seeking
the position under Pierluisi.
On Monday, Villafanne had
secured 53% ofthe votes and
Romaén 47%, with 80% of vot-
ing centers reporting.

Earlier Sunday, Puerto
Rico Rep. Jesus Manuel
Ortiz defeated Sen. Juan
Zaragoza in the primary
held by their Popular Demo-
cratic Party, which backs
theisland’s territorial status
and seeks a return to power
in the upcoming general

elections.

Zaragoza conceded de-
feat after obtaining 38% of
thevotes compared with Or-
tiz’s 62%, even though only a
little more than 60% of the
votes had been counted.

Attorney Pablo José
Hernéndez ran unopposed
to be the Popular Demo-
cratic Party’s candidate for
resident commissioner, the
first person in 20 years to
seek that nomination.

As results came in late
Sunday, the page of Puerto
Rico’s elections commission
crashed, frustrating many
who were closely following
the primaries. Officials said
they were rushing to fix the
problem, saying they did not
know what caused it but
that U.S. Homeland Securi-
ty and other agencies were
helping.

“If it were necessary to
activate the FBI given the
situation, we will do it,” said
Jessika Padilla, the commis-

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee being
treated for pancreatic cancer

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON — U.S. Rep.
Sheila Jackson Lee an-
nounced that she has been
diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer and is undergoing
treatment.

The 74-year-old Texas
Democrat, who is seeking a
16th term, said in a state-
ment late Sunday that as a
member of Congress, she
has been honored to be a
leader in the fight for justice
and equality and will ap-
proach this more personal
fight with faith and courage.

“I am confident that my
doctors have developed the
best possible plan to target
my specific disease,” Jack-

STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH AP
THE TEXAS Democrat
is seeking a 16th term.

son Lee said. “The road
ahead will not be easy, but I
stand in faith that God will
strengthen me.”

Jackson Lee said that it’s

likely that she will be absent
from Congress occasionally
as she pursues treatment,
but that her office will con-
tinue to serve constituents.
She said she is committed to
working with congressional
leadership to be present for
votes.

She first took office in
1995 and won the Demo-
cratic nomination in March,
just months after losing a
bid to become Houston’s
mayor. She had sought to be
the first Black female mayor
ofthe nation’s fourth-largest
city.

Jackson Lee’s district in-
cludes downtown Houston
and some of the city’s his-
torically Black neighbor-
hoods.

Harris to attend Swiss summit

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Vice
President Kamala Harris
willrepresent the U.S. at this
month’s Swiss-organized
global peace summit on the
war in UKkraine, an event pro-
moted by Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky.

The White House said
Harris would attend the
June 15 meeting in Lucerne.
President Biden is sched-
uled to be at a campaign
fundraiser in Los Angeles

hosted by actors George
Clooney and Julia Roberts.
“The vice president will
underscore the Biden-Har-
ris administration’s com-
mitment to supporting
Ukraine’s effort to secure a
justandlasting peace, based
on UkKraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity” and
the principles of the U.N.
charter, said her communi-
cations director, Kirsten
Allen. She said Harris will
also “reaffirm support for
the people of Ukraine asthey
defend themselves against

ongoing Russian aggres-
sion.”

Biden’s national security
advisor, Jake Sullivan, will
join Harris as part ofthe U.S.
delegation.

Zelensky has heavily
boosted the summit and en-
couraged world leaders to
attend, even as he’s accused
Russia, with China’s help, of
trying to undermine the
meeting. On Monday, Zelen-
sky met with the Philippine
president in arare Asian trip
to urge regional leaders to
attend the summit.

CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times
VICE PRESIDENT Kamala Harris will represent the U.S. at a summit on the
war in Ukraine, an event promoted by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

sion’s alternate president.

Ortiz, Gonzdlez and
other candidates face dis-
gruntled voters on an island
still struggling with chronic
power outages and awaiting
completion of reconstruc-
tion projects after Hurri-
cane Maria, which hit as a
Category 4 storm in Septem-
ber 2017.

Power outages were re-
ported at more than a dozen
voting centers, including
one where Ortiz arrived to
cast his vote, forcing officials
to revert to a manual proc-
ess. Heavy rain also pelted
parts of the island, with
flood warnings issued for
nearly a dozen towns and
cities where landslides also
were reported.

Power outages were such
abigconcernthat Puerto Ri-
co’s elections commission
rented more than a dozen
generators and a private
power company identified 81
alternative voting sites with
guaranteed electricity.

“It’s been years since I
last voted,” said Benito
Lépez, a 66-year-old retiree
wearing a T-shirt that read,
“The Island of Enchant-

ment.” He planned to cast a
vote for a candidate he
would not disclose “to see if
there’s any improvement
and change.”

Other voter complaints
include the difficulty of
obtaining business permits,
a fractured education sys-
tem, and the island’s lack of
access to capital markets af-
ter the local government
emerged two years ago from
the largest debt restructur-
ingin U.S. history.

Meanwhile, more than
$9 billion of debt owed by
Puerto Rico’s power com-
pany, the largest of any gov-
ernment agency, remains
unresolved. A federal judge
overseeing a bankruptcy-
like process hasyet toruleon
a restructuring plan after
bitter negotiations between
the government and bond-
holders.

“They have broken
Puerto Rico,” Cecilio Ro-
driguez said of the current
and previous administra-
tions as he waited to cast
his vote. “Economic devel-
opment must be a priority.”

For other voters, stop-
ping the exodus of doctors
from Puerto Rico and im-
proving the U.S. territory’s
crumbling health system are
priorities.

“The patients are the
ones who have to stay here
and endure this. It’s not fair,”
said Dr. Alfredo Rivera
Freytes, an anesthesiologist
who left Puerto Rico for St.
Thomasinthe U.S. Virgin Is-
lands because of the prob-
lems with Puerto Rico’s
health system.

He returned two years
ago with plans to retire, but
found himself working again
because of the need for anes-
thesiologists in Puerto Rico.

Ahead of the primaries,
Pierluisi had touted record
tourist numbers, hurricane
reconstruction and growing
economic development
among his successes. He
had pledged to prioritize
projects focusing on chil-
dren and the island’s grow-
ing elderly population,
among other things.

An event marking the
end of his campaign held a
week before the primaries
was headlined by former
Gov. Ricardo Rosselld, who
resigned in August 2019 after
nearly two weeks of street
protests touched off by a
leak of crude and insulting
chat messages between him
and his top advisors.

Gonzalez has pledged to
crack down on corruption,
award more funds to agen-
cies to help victims of vi-
olence amid a surge in
Killings of women, and stem
an exodus of doctors and
other medical workers to the
U.S. mainland.

Gonzalez appealed to
voters’ frustration earlier
Sunday before her victory,
saying she would work to re-
solve their problems.

“That’s one of the rea-
sons why I'm aspiring to gov-
ernorship, because I believe
that we should not get used
to not having electricity, we
should not get used to not
having water,” she said.

Zaragoza had promised
to prioritize climate change
and renewable energy, de-
centralize the island’s edu-
cation department and im-
prove access to health.

His opponent, Ortiz,
pledged to improve the li-
censing process to retain
doctors, simplify the island’s
tax system and revamp
healthcare.

Gonzalez and Ortiz will
face gubernatorial candi-
dates from other parties in
November’s general elec-
tions. Puerto Rico’s next
governor will have to work
alongside a federal control
board that oversees the is-
land’s finances and was cre-
ated after the government
declared bankruptcy.

Ahead of Sunday’s pri-
maries, more than 4,900 in-
mates voted in prisons
acrossthe U.S. territory. The
State Commission of Elec-
tions also received and
counted tens of thousands of
early ballots.

Coto writes for the
Associated Press.
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Rubio’s shuts down 48 restaurants in California

Fish taco chain cites
rising costs for the
move. Eighty-six
outlets remain open.

By DoN LEE

It was afood concept that
had Southern California
written all over it.

As a college student in
San Diego, Ralph Rubio dis-
covered fish tacos while on
spring break in Baja Califor-
nia. And in 1983 he opened a
modest walk-up stand, help-
ing popularize fish tacos in
the country and seeing his
business, known over the
last decade as Rubio’s
Coastal Grill, grow to about
200 restaurants in California

and several other states.
But the pandemic
slammed the company,

prompting it to shut down
restaurants in Florida and
Colorado.

Rubio’s also has been
struggling under the shad-
ow of Mexican restaurant gi-
ant Chipotle in the hyper-
competitive segment known
as fast casual. And then
there were the costs: rising
food prices and increasing
worker wages.

On Monday, Rubio’s con-
firmed that it had closed 48
of its California restaurants
on Friday — more than a
third of its already slimmed-
down chain of 134 restau-
rants.

Rubio’s, in a statement
Monday issued by media
strategist Sitrick & Co., at-
tributed the closings to the
rising cost of doing business
in California.

ZOE CRANFILL Los Angeles Times

A RUBIO’S Coastal Grill in Los Angeles. The chain, which started in San Diego and grew to about 200 loca-
tions in several states, was hurt by the pandemic, competition from Chipotle and rising food and labor costs.

The company did not
elaborate on the closures,
which stunned some work-
ers, but said they were
“underperforming.” The
move came two months af-
ter the state’s $20 an hour
minimum wage took effect
for fast-food employees.

The company statement

Ralphs owner is
sued over bread
calorie count

Kroger is accused of
false advertising and
violating state fair
competition laws.

By MARISA GERBER

Could that slice of Kroger
brand carb-conscious bread
really contain only 30 calo-
ries?

The answer, according to
a new lawsuit filed by a pair
of California prosecutors, is
no.

In the civil suit against
the supermarket chain,
which owns around 300
Ralphs and Food 4 Less
stores in the state, the dis-
trict attorneys from Santa
Barbara and Ventura coun-
ties accused the company of
false advertising and violat-
ing state laws about fair
competition.

“Consumers rely on nu-
tritional information to
make important decisions
about their personal
health,” Ventura County
Dist. Atty. Erik Nasarenko
said in a statement. “For
some consumers, these deci-
sions are based upon medi-
cal necessity.”

A representative for
Kroger did not respond to a
request for comment.

The allegations focus on
the Cincinnati company’s
line of Carbmaster loaves.
Prosecutors noted that the
front of the packaging for
the line’s white bread in-
cluded big, bright type alert-
ing customers it contained
“30 CALORIES PER SERV-
ING.”

At some point, prose-
cutors say, Kroger changed
the mandatory nutritional
content label on the back of
its package to reflect that
each slice in fact had 50 calo-
ries. Still, it left the 30-calorie
claim on the front.

In another instance,
hamburger buns labeled
withanotereading “GREAT
TASTE. NO REGRETS,”
listed 50 calories per serving
on the front, but the back la-
belsaid each bun had 100 cal-
ories.

“It doesn’t honestly sur-
prise me,” said Susan B.
Roberts, senior associate
dean of foundational re-
search at Dartmouth Col-
lege’s school of medicine,
who has researched calorie

counts for years.

Part of the complication,
she said,isthat the Food and
Drug Administration allows
manufacturers to choose
from several different meth-
ods for calculating calorie
counts.

“It’s almost impossible to
actually police all of these,”
Roberts said. “To a large ex-
tent, we’re dependent on the
honesty of the food compa-
nies.”

Prosecutors say they
contacted Kroger about the
bread packaging back in
2022. But as of Monday
morning, the website for
Ralph’s showed a loaf of
wheat bread boasting 30 cal-
ories per serving on the
front, while the nutritional
label said each slice had 50
calories.

“This bread is an excel-
lent choice for those of us
whom are Type 1 Diabetics,”
one consumer wrote in a re-
view.

Kroger isn’t the first to
face accusations of dishon-
esty over calorie counts.

Several years ago, a
group of consumers in L.A.
County sued Chipotle over a
300-calorie burrito claim
that seemed too good to be
true.

And accordingtoareport
from Perkins Coie, alaw firm
that tracks class-action
suits, such cases are increas-
ingly common.

In 2020, more than 100
lawsuits were filed alleging
false labeling — a category
that the firm said included
accusations of underreport-
ing or overreporting nutri-
ent levels, misstating serv-
ings per container and
claims that foods were pre-
pared in a specific way, such
as being smoked.

Roberts, the calorie
count researcher, said her
interest in the topic began
several years ago when she
set out tolose a few pounds.

After stocking up on
frozen meals from the super-
market, she couldn’t figure
out why — even though she
was staying within the calo-
ric limits she knew made
sense as a nutritional scien-
tist — she still wasn’t losing
weight.

“Fundamentally, it’s
really hard to diet using calo-
ries,” she said. “But millions
of people do rely on calories,
so I'd like them to be accu-
rate.”

said the decision came after
a “thorough review of its op-
erations and the current
business climate.” A Sitrick
spokesperson said no Ru-
bio’s executive would be
available to comment.

The closing marks the
latest sign of distress in a
restaurant industry that has

been squeezed by the effects
of inflation and higher labor
costs.

The iconic seafood chain
Red Lobster — in a segment
known as casual dining —
filed for Chapter 11
bankrutpcy last month after
closing dozens oflocations.

Restaurants are also see-

ing signs of some consumer
pullback, particularly
among lower income house-
holds. Unemployment has
climbed in California, and
many consumers have taken
on more debt as they’ve run
down their savings that were
bolstered by pandemic stim-
ulus checks.

DANIA MAXWELL Los Angeles Times

AS MORE people drive electric vehicles, revenue from the gas tax, used to fund
roadwork, will dry up. The new system will be based on how many miles you drive.

State will offer gift cards to
test an alternative to gas tax

California is again
looking for drivers as
it seeks more reliable
source of funding.

BY GRACE TOOHEY

California officials are
still trying to figure out how
to pay for road repairs and
maintenance in the not-so-
distant future, when electric
vehicles dominate the road-
ways and gas tax revenue
dries up.

So they’re offering driv-
ersup to $400 to test acouple
of alternatives for six
months, starting in August.
The pilot program is open to
drivers of all vehicle types,
gasoline-powered or other-
wise.

Road improvements are
financed mainly through the
state’s comparatively high
excise tax on fuels (about 58
cents a gallon for gasoline
and 44 cents a gallon for
diesel). Approximately 80%
of highway and road repairs
are funded by the state gas
tax, according to the Califor-

nia Department of
Transportation.
But that important reve-

nue stream is expected to
nosedive in the comingyears
as the transition to more
electric and hybrid vehicles
quickens, especially with a
ban on the sale of new gas-

powered vehicles set to take
effect in 2035.

So state transportation
officials are looking for driv-
ers to participate in what
probably will be the final test
of a new system aimed at re-
placing the gas tax with a
more reliable funding source
based on the number of
miles you drive, not how
many gallons your car guz-
zles.

“What’s happening right
now as we see this growth in
different types of vehicles ...
we’re seeing this increasing
unfairness in what people
are paying,” said Lauren
Prehoda, manager of Cal-
trans’ Road Charge
Program. Although owners
of electric vehicles pay a
yearly fee to help pay forroad
repairs, it’s about a third of
the roughly $300 that Cali-
fornians pay on average
through the gas tax, accord-
ing to the program.

Prehoda said the latest
pilot program — the fourth
focused on this issue — will
test two payment models: a
flat per-mile rate and an in-
dividualized rate based on a
vehicle’s fuel efficiency.

“This time it’s unique be-
cause in the past we haven't
actually collected money,”
Prehoda said. She said the
program is focused on test-
ing the collection process,
but will be looking to ensure
the process is easy for driv-
ers, reliable for the state and

equitable for all Califor-
nians.

Prehoda expects this will
be the final test of the proc-
ess before policymakers de-
termine how it will be imple-
mented.

“As a state we’ve been
looking at this for 10 years
now,” she said. The first pilot
program Kicked off in 2016,
when transportation offi-
cials tested the feasibility of
such a new revenue stream,
looking into a variety of ways
for drivers to report mileage.
Officials have sincelooked at
how such a new tax could
disproportionately affect ru-
ral and tribal communities
and how private and public
roads are used.

The latest study is look-
ing for about 800 participa-
nts statewide who will begin
paying the mileage-based
travel fee every month, but
also receive a credit for the
gas taxes or EV registration
fees they paid to ensure they
aren’t double-taxed. Partici-
pants can also earn up to
$400 in gift cards.

Interested Californians
can sign up online at https://
caroadcharge.com/engage/
contact-us-pilot/.

“This is your opportunity
to figure this out together
with us;tosolveanissuethat
the state of California has,”
Prehoda said, adding that
the failure to maintain roads
causes costly wear and tear
onthe vehicles using them.

Rubio’s did not say how
many employees were let go,
but comments posted on so-
cial media by employees said
they were given no notice,
with some saying they re-
ceived phone calls over the
weekend that their jobs had
been eliminated.

Rubio’s said it would
keep operating 86 remaining
locations in California, Ari-
zona and Nevada.

Rubio’s was acquired by
the private equity firm Mill
Road Capital in 2010 for $91
million and taken private. In
the fall of the first year of the
pandemic in 2020, the com-
pany filed for bankruptcy
protection and underwent a
complete restructuring. Ru-
bio’s attributed the prob-
lems to higher costs then as
well, citing minimum wage
increases specifically as a
factor.

Rubio’s previously went
by the names “Rubio’s Baja
Grill” and “Rubio’s Fresh
Mexican Grill.”

It took on its current it-
eration, Rubio’s Coastal
Grill, in 2015.

“Rubio changed its name
to emphasize seafood and
differentiate itself from
Chipotle, the monster in the
room,” said Alan Gin, an
economics professor at the
University of San Diego
Knauss School of Business.

“Given all these closings,
the name change apparently
didn’t make a big differ-
ence,” he said.

Rubio’s, in its brief state-
ment Monday, said: “While
painful, the store closures
are a necessary step in our
strategic long-term plan to
position Rubio’s for success
for years to come.”

Spotify
raises
prices on
premium
plans

Streaming services are
increasingly focused
on profitability over
subscriber growth.

By WENDY LEE

Spotify, the world’s larg-
est music streaming sub-
scription company, israising
its prices again for U.S. pre-
mium accounts.

The price of ad-free indi-
vidual plans is going up $1 to
$11.99 a month, the company
said Monday.

Rates for group subscrip-
tions are also increasing:
Duo plans will rise $2 to
$16.99 a month, and family
plans will rise $3 to $19.99 a
month.

For students, premium
prices stay at $5.99 a month.

“So that we can continue
to invest in and innovate on
our product features and
bring users the best experi-
ence, we occasionally up-
date our prices,” Spotify said
in ablog post.

The higher prices take
effect immediately for new
premium users; existing
subscribers will see the in-
crease next month.

Stockholm-based Spot-
ify, which has a large pres-
ence in downtown L.A., of-
fers a vast library of music,
audiobooks and podcasts.
The service has 615 million
users; 239 million of them
have premium subscrip-
tions tolisten ad-free.

Led by co-founder and
Chief Executive Officer
Daniel EK, Spotify joins
other streaming services
that have raised their
prices as investors have
shifted their focus to profit-
ability from subscriber
growth.

In an effort to increase
profitability, the company
cut stafflast year after over-
spending on podcast deals
with influencers and news-
makers.

In April, Spotify reported
its largest quarterly gross
profit.

The company’s stock
rose 5% Monday morning to
$312.07 a share.

Spotifylastraisedits U.S.
pricesin July.
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Could pets have role in spread

[Flu, from Ail]

poop and — in the case of
cats — wild birds. Add to
that our primal compulsion
to touch, kiss and caress
these animals thatlivein our
homes (and sleep on some of
our beds), and you’ve got a
situation in which germs
could be swapped and min-
gled.

Now consider the sheer
number of companion ani-
mals and peopleinthe U.S.

“Two-thirds of house-
holds have a dog or a cat,”
said Sykes. “That’s a lot of
companion animals. There’s
actually more ... in this coun-
try than there are people in
Australia and the U.K. com-
bined.”

She also pointed to new
research showing H5N1 an-
tibodies in a group of Wash-
ington state hunting dogs
trained to retrieve water-
fowl, a carrier of the disease.

Ian Redmond, a UXK.-
based biologist and head of
conservation for Ecoflix — a
not-for-profit animal-ori-
ented streaming network —
agreed.

“It stands to reason that
pathogen spillover [when a
virus, bacterium or protozo-
on is transmitted from one
species to another] is most
likely when different species
are in close contact,” he said.

New situations

“While traditional com-
panion animals such as
dogs, cats and horses have a
long history of such close
contact with humans, giving
thousands of years for us to
develop natural immunity to
commonly shared patho-
gens, it is the new situations
that carry most risk,” he
said, including “raw pet food
ofuncertain origin.”

It’s an area that epidemi-
ologists, food safety experts
and veterinarians are warily
watching — a situation akin
to the dangers posed by
drinking raw milk.

“There’s at least one ani-
mal a day that we see on our
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BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

THE CLOSE quarters we share with our dogs and cats create abundant opportunities for pathogen spillover,
according to one biologist who pointed to “raw food of uncertain origin” as a potential source of infection.

service that’s eaten some
bizarre raw food diet,” Sykes
said. “It did not use to be like
that at all.”

Raw pet food typically
consists of uncooked meat,
bones, fruits and vegetables.
The diets are often mar-
keted as “natural” or similar
towhat animals would eat in
the wild.

Calls and inquiries to sev-
eral raw pet food companies
including Jeffrey’s Natural
Pet Foods in San Francisco,
BJ’s Raw Pet Food in Lan-
caster, Pa., and Instinct Raw
Pet Food in St. Louis went
unanswered.

A query to Emma
Kumbier, veterinary out-
reach coordinator at Primal
Pet Foods in Fairfield, Calif.,

Major stock indexes

Daily Daily % YTD %
Index Close change change change
Dow industrials 38,571.03 -115.29 -0.30 +2.34
S&P 500 5,283.40 +5.89 +0.11  +10.77
Nasdaq composite 16,828.67 +93.65 +0.56 +12.11
S&P 400 2,959.94 -22.92 -0.77 +6.41
Russell 2000 2,059.68 -10.45 -0.50 +1.61
EuroStoxx 50 5,003.54 +19.87 +0.40 +10.66
Nikkei (Japan) 38,923.03 +435.13 +1.13  +16.31
Hang Seng (Hong Kong)  18,403.04 +323.43 +1.79 +7.95
Associated Press
MARKET ROUNDUP

U.S. stocks end

session mixed

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — U.S.
stocks drifted to a mixed fin-
ish Monday after the latest
signal showing the U.S.
economy is slowing.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 edged up by 5.89 points,
or 01%, to 5,283.40, even
though the majority of
stocks within the index fell.
The Dow Jones industrial
average dropped 115.29
points, or 0.3%, to 38,571.03,
and the Nasdaq composite
rose 93.65 points, or 0.6%, to
16,828.67.

Treasury yields also slid
in the bond market after a
report showed U.S. manu-
facturing shrank in May for
the 18th time in 19 months,
accordingto the Institute for
Supply Management. Man-
ufacturing has been hit par-
ticularly hard by high inter-
est rates meant to get high
inflation under control.

“Demand remains elu-
sive as companies demon-
strate anunwillingnesstoin-
vest due to current mone-
tary policy and other condi-
tions,” said Timothy Fiore,
chairoftheinstitute’s manu-
facturing business survey
committee.

Stocks of companies
whose profits are most
closelytied tothe strength of
the economy dropped to the
market’s worst losses. That
included the oil and gas in-
dustry, as the price of crude
tumbled on worries about
weaker growth for fuel.

Halliburton dropped
5.3%, and Exxon Mobil fell
2.4%. They sank as the price
ofabarrel of U.S. oil dropped
3.5%. Brent crude, the inter-
national standard, lost a
similar amount despite
moves over the weekend by
Saudi Arabia and other oil-
producing countries meant
to prop upits price.

On the winning side of
Wall Street were some big
technology stocks that keep
flying regardless of what the
economy is doing.

Nvidia climbed 4.9% to
bring its gain for this year to
132.2% after unveiling new
products and services over
the weekend. It’s been deliv-
ering blowout profits to keep
at bay criticism that in-
vestors have become over-
zealous about the prospects
for AL Nvidia was by far the
strongest force pushing the
S&P 500 upward.

GameStop soared 21% in
a move reminiscent of its
early 2021 rocket ride that
shook Wall Street and
brought the term “meme
stock” into the parlance of
our times. GameStop
jumped after a Reddit ac-
count associated with a cen-
tral characterin the 2021 epi-
sode said it had built a stake
of 5 million shares, along
with options to buy more.
The post Sunday night said
the position was worth $181.4
million.

In a more traditional
move for the market, Ste-
ricycle jumped 14.6% after
Waste Management said it
would buy the medical-
waste company for $5.8 bil-
lion in cash and assume $1.4
billion of its net debt. Waste
Management fell 4.5%.

In the bond market, the
yield on the 10-year Treasury
fell to 4.39% from 4.50% late
Friday. The two-year yield,
which more closely tracks
expectations for action by
the Federal Reserve, fell to
4.81% from 4.88%.

The hope among in-
vestors is for the U.S. econo-
my to hit a precise bull’s-eye
where it slows enough to
keep pressure off inflation
but not so much that it
causes a recession. That in
turn could allow the Fed to
cutits maininterest rate.

also went cold after The
Times asked about the
kinds of processes or pro-
cedures that are being used
to ensure that pets are not
inadvertently exposed to
bird flu via infected poultry
or cattle.

Jay Van Rein, spokesman
for the California Depart-
ment of Food and Agricul-
ture, said the state’s Meat,
Poultry and Egg Safety
Branch licenses and in-
spects businesses that pro-
duce raw meat — as well as
those that import raw prod-
ucts for pet food manufac-
turing.

“Raw meat pet food le-
gally sold in California
comes from TUSDA- or
CDFA-inspected facilities,”

he said.

Inspections are focused
on sanitation, proper prod-
uct labeling, storage, control
of inedible byproducts, pest
control and recordkeeping.
He noted that “cooking
meat has been shown to ef-
fectively Kill bacteria of con-
cern and also has now been
shown tokill HPAI [bird flu],
so if an owner wants to en-
sure their pet is not exposed
to these pathogens, they
should cook the meat.”

Janell Goodwin, a
spokeswoman for the Food
and Drug Administration,
said “all animal food must be
safe, wholesome and not
misbranded.”

She cited the FDA’s Pre-
ventive Controls for Animal

Food requirements, which
state that pet food manufac-
turers are responsible “for
ensuring that raw materials
and other ingredients” are
received only from approved
suppliers “whose raw mate-
rials are subject to verifica-
tion activities.”

But with only limited
testing of dairy cattle cur-
rently taking place, and un-
certainty about the spread
ofthe disease in the U.S. cat-
tle industry, determining
H5N1 status in cows des-
tined for slaughter is murky
at best, experts said.

Van Rein said that people
can take measures to pro-
tect their pets — and them-
selves — by avoiding raw
meat. But if they insist on

of bird flu?

purchasing it for their pets,
state health officials said,
these precautionscanlessen
the risk: keep it frozen or re-
frigerated until ready to use;
thaw under refrigeration or
in a microwave just prior to
use; keep raw meat and
poultry products separate
from other foods; wash
working surfaces, utensils
(including cutting boards
and preparation and feeding
bowls), hands and any other
itemsthat touch raw meat or
poultry with hot, soapy wa-
ter.

Finally, Van Rein said, re-
frigerate leftovers immedi-
ately or discard them.

Veterinarians “really
don’t recommend feeding
raw food diets to dogs and
cats,” Sykes said. “It defi-
nitely increases the risk of
certain infectious diseases
like salmonella and listeri-
osis.”

Vets on the lookout

She said people can re-
duce their pets’ exposure to
avian flu and other patho-
gens by Kkeeping cats in-
doors, Kkeeping dogs on
leashes, and possibly avoid-
ing raw pet food.

She said veterinary soci-
eties and outreach organiza-
tions are urging vets to be on
thelookout for signs of H5N1
infection, which could in-
cludelistlessness, conjuncti-
vitis, blindness, neurological
symptoms and/or difficulty
breathing.

She noted that during
the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic,
petswerealsoinfected. Inre-
sponse, diagnostic labs add-
ed specific tests for COVID
into their PCR panels, “and
that was a good way to moni-
tor for it in companion ani-
mals.”

She said similar diagnos-
tic tests should be made for
H5N1

“Ithink the sooner we get
those types of diagnostic
tests, the better it will be in
terms of preparedness,” she
said.

Skydance nearing
deal for Paramount

[Paramount, from Ail]
and its voting shares in
Paramount. The family
would come away with about
$1.8 billion, one of the
sources said.

Redstone has long pre-
ferred the Skydance propos-
al because it would keep in-
tact the media company
that her father spent dec-
ades building into a behe-
moth. Both sides appear
optimistic that they are clos-
ing in on the finish line, the
sources said.

In recent weeks, Red-
stone urged Skydance and
its partners to increase
their offer by at least $1 bil-
lion, one of the sources said.

Skydance and its backers
RedBird Capital Partners
and private equity firm KKR
have twice increased their
offer for Paramount.

In recognition that they
needed to pony up more
cash and win over members
of the special committee,
Skydance and RedBird
agreed last week to sweeten
their offer.

They proposed setting
aside about $4.5 billion to
buy out certain A-class and
non-voting B-class stock-
holders at $15 a share during
a second phase of the trans-
action. The parties worked
over the weekend to ham-
mer out such provisions.

On Monday, Paramount
B-class shares rose 7.5%, to
$12.80.

The latest Skydance and
RedBird offer also includes
a $1.5-billion cash infusion
to shore up Paramount’s
balance sheet and help re-
duce debt, according to one
ofthe sources.

Further boosting the bid
for Paramount, Oracle’s bil-
lionaire chairman, Larry
Ellison, has agreed to help
his son get the deal over
the finish line, one of the
sources said.

The Skydance group has
now turned its attention to
securing Redstone’s approv-
al, and the two sides are ne-
gotiating over terms, includ-
ing Redstone’s request that
her family be indemnified
against huge potential
losses resulting from share-
holderlawsuits, according to
two of the sources.

Paramount’s sharehold-
ers have long protested the
second phase of the deal,
when Ellison intends to fold
his company, Skydance, into
Paramount.

Skydance Media is a

Santa Monica production
company that has backed
movie and television hits
such as “Top Gun: Maver-
ick,” “Star Trek” and “Grace
and Frankie.” In recent
years, the firm — which has
about 1,300 employees — has
expanded into animation,
sports and gaming.

Two years ago, SKkydance
secured $400 million in fund-
ing, giving Skydance a valu-
ation of more than $4 billion.

Shareholders of Para-
mount have said that ab-
sorbing Skydance would di-
lute their shares. Nonvoting
shareholders have also com-
plained that the Skydance
deal would provide a pre-
mium to Redstone and her
family for their voting
shares.

Under the terms of the
Skydance proposal, not all
Paramount shareholders
would be bought out. While
the Redstone family would
be retired, other sharehold-
ers would have the option
to tender shares or stay on
as investors in Paramount.
The thinking is that a per-
centage of investors would
hold onto their shares in a
gamble that the Ellison-
managed company would
perform better than Pa-
ramount has inrecent years.

The movement in the
deal talks comes less than a
month after Skydance’s ex-
clusive negotiating window
expired — and on the eve of
Paramount’s annual meet-
ing with shareholders.

Paramount board mem-
bers previously agreed to
consider a rival $26-billion
bid for all outstanding
shares and to pay off exist-
ing debt from Sony Pictures
Entertainment and Apollo
Global Management, but
those talks lost momentum
in recent weeks, knowledge-
able people said.

Sony, which has long
been known as a cautious
buyer, began to lose interest
in the Apollo bid, believing it
was too expensive, particu-
larly given the struggles of
Paramount’s cable channels
that still provide the bulk of
the company’s operating in-
come. Sony would also face
significant regulatory scru-
tiny due to foreign owner-
ship restrictions, which
would prevent it from own-
ing CBS and its TV stations.

One of the company’s
strongest assets — the top-
ranked CBS network —
would have been cleaved off.

ROBYN BECK AFP/Getty Images

SHARI REDSTONE, Paramount’s controlling
shareholder, has yet to consent to a deal, sources say.

Sony’s Tokyo-based par-
ent company hasn’t forgot-
ten how it overpaid for
the Sony/Columbia-Tri Star
deal decades ago, so the
company was leery about a
repeat scenario with Pa-
ramount, one of the sources
said.

While many B-class
shareholders were enthusi-
astic about the Sony and
Apollo arrangement, Red-
stone has long opposed as-
pects of that proposal be-
cause it would have led to a
breakup of the company and
a sale of the Melrose Avenue
movie lot.

Some Hollywood film
producers and agents also
have been rooting for the
Skydance bid, believing it
represents the best chance
to preserve one of Holly-
wood’s oldest studios,
known for such gems as
“The Godfather,” “China-
town,” “Terms of Endear-
ment,” “Top Gun” and “For-
rest Gump.”

The Wall Street Journal
first reported that Redstone
was considering other offers
for National Amusements.
On Monday, CNBC reported
the Skydance deal was close
to winning approval.
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Californians don’t have to
accept soaring electric bills

Here are some ideas to reduce the
burden on consumers as the state
moves to electrify homes and cars.

OU’RE NOT alone if it seems like
your electric bill is getting too
damn high.
Californians pay some of the
highest electric rates in the
country. In the last decade households have
seen their electricity rates nearly double
even while their budgets are squeezed by in-
flation and rising temperatures from cli-
mate change mean they have to use more
energy to cool their homes.

And it’s only going to get worse. State
greenhouse gas reduction policies are push-
ing residents to adopt electric cars and ap-
pliances that will only increase their elec-
tricity consumption. Rate hikes have be-
come bigger and more frequent, rising even
faster than inflation for customers of the big
three monopoly utility companies whose
rates include costs for expensive wildfire
mitigation, grid infrastructure projects and
disaster-related payouts.

In Pacific Gas & Electric territory, elec-
tric bills have climbed from $128 a month for
an average residential customer in January
2020 to $226 today. Southern California Edi-
son monthly bills rose to $180 from $114 over
that same period.

It’s no wonder about 1 in 5 California
households (and 1 in 3 low-income custom-
ers) are behind on their bills, owing an aver-
age of nearly $800.

These dramatic increases are alarming
and unsustainable. This is a crisis, both for
affordability and for climate action.

Much of the recent debate over electric
rates has focused on the California Public
Utilities Commission’s May 9 decision to
shift the way electricity bills are charged to
customers served by investor-owned util-
ities. It’s a positive step that will help
smooth the way for home and vehicle elec-
trification, but will do nothing to rein in the
amount utilities are allowed to charge rate-
payers.

Lawmakers must address rising costs
next to protect cash-strapped Californians
and prevent rising electric rates from
undermining the state’s climate goals. Here
are four ideas they can use to Kkick off the
discussion.

Reduce customers’ costs

Much of what Californians are charged
on their electric bills isn’t for the cost of the
power but for other purposes including the
operation and maintenance of the grid,
projects to reduce wildfires (power lines
have sparked some of the state’s worst
ones) and energy efficiency programs.

If investor-owned utilities were stripped
of their responsibility for much of the spend-
ing not directly related to the generation
and delivery of electricity, it would reduce
the amount they could collect from custom-
ers and thus lower electric rates for every-
one.

One idea proposed as recently as 2022 by
state Sen. Josh Becker (D-Menlo Park) is to
create a state authority to publicly finance
transmission line projects at lower cost.

Shifting costs away from ratepayers
would require tough decisions about which
programs to cut, which to keep and how to
fund them. For example, some of the energy
efficiency incentive programs, which are
largely conservation-based, may have out-
lived their usefulness in a state pushing for
electrification.

For crucial programs such as wildfire
mitigation and rate assistance, it’s worth
considering whether it would be more ap-
propriate to fund them out of the state’s
general fund, through bonds or through fees
the state collects from polluters through its
cap-and-trade program.

Limit rate increases

Although the rate increases requested by
utility companies are decided by the state
Public Utilities Commission, state legisla-
tors have also changed the law to allow
utilities to seek more frequent rate in-
creases outside the normal three-year rate
request process to respond to rising costs
from wildfire and other climate disasters.
That’s one reason why the PUC has ap-
proved more than a dozen rate hikes each
for PG&E and Edison since 2020.

But less frequent, more comprehensive
rate hike proceedings that are more heavily
scrutinized and holistically considered by
regulators would probably be better for cus-
tomers, by allowing overstretched ratepayer
watchdogs more opportunity to contest the
increases and scale them back.

Another idea worth considering is lim-
iting the percentage of their income house-
holds can be made to pay for utilities. One

RoB NIKOLEWSKI San Diego Union-Tribune

ELECTRIC BILLS are becoming less affordable in California. If rates continue to
rise, it will be tough to get consumers to switch to electric cars and appliances.

proposal in New York would have capped
utility bills in low- and moderate-income
households at 6% of their income, above
which customers are considered to have
high energy burdens.

Ratepayer advocates in California have
floated the idea of legislation that would
prohibit utilities from increasing their rates
faster than inflation. The Utility Reform
Network ratepayer advocacy group has sug-
gested tying a cap on rate increases to the
Social Security Administration’s annual
Cost-of-Living Adjustment, which in 2023
was 8.7%.

Slash utility spending

The investor-owned utilities are spend-
ing heavily to stop their equipment from
starting wildfires and to build and upgrade
power lines, substations and transformers
needed to handle vehicle and building elec-
trification. But they have little incentive to
be frugal because they can pass on the cost
to ratepayers while also taking a healthy
profit.

Stronger restrictions on utility spending
may force them to stop treating ratepayers
like a credit card with no limit.

There is legislation pending in Sacra-
mento that would push utilities to use the
fastest and most cost-effective wildfire miti-
gation methods, such as insulating wires
and managing vegetation, instead of the
most expensive options such as under-
grounding power lines, and require some
utility overspending to be covered by share-
holders instead of customers.

Also fueling rising electric bills are share-
holder returns. The money investor-owned
utilities collect from customers fuels their
profits, including the $2.2 billion PG&E re-
portedly raked in last year, a 25% increase
over the year before. Lower limits on the re-
turns they are allowed to funnel to share-
holders would reduce costs to customers.

Consider a public takeover

Customers of publicly owned utilities
such as the Los Angeles Department of Wa-
ter and Power pay lower electric rates in
large part because a profit margin isn’t part
of the equation.

Gov. Gavin Newsom threatened to take
over the troubled PG&E during its last
bankruptcy if it didn’t become a more re-
sponsible utility. Ultimately, the governor
struck an oversight deal. But a public take-
over is still worth exploring to protect Cali-
fornians from unaffordable rates.

Also up for discussion should be reforms
to the Public Utilities Commission, which
critics accuse of being too friendly to the
utilities and failing to protect consumers.
Could the PUC be more responsive if some
of its many other responsibilities — includ-
ing trains, autonomous vehicles and inter-
net service — were handed off to other agen-
cies, or if it included voting members who
weren’t appointed by the governor?

It is likely that there are many other
worthy ideas to address electric rates. It’s
time to start discussing them in earnest, be-
fore the affordability crisis turns into a rate-
payer revolt.

LETTERS

tion would make critics of

JOHN MINCHILLO Associated Press

SUPPORTERS of Donald Trump gather outside Trump Tower in New York on
Friday, the day after a jury convicted the former president on 34 felony counts.

What this trial wasn’t about

Re “Trump verdict may be a wildcard in House,” June 1

dict in New York possibly shaping a House election who still plans to vote for the former

IWOULD LIKE to respond to the low-information voter in your article on the Trump ver-

president.

Trump was not on trial for having sex with a porn star. That is not a crime.

He was not on trial for paying hush money. That is also not a crime.

Trump was on trial for falsifying business records to hide his actions in order to influ-
ence the 2016 election. And, by the way, this is the least serious thing for which Trump has
been charged across four separate criminal cases. Stealing and hiding classified docu-
ments, election tampering in Georgia and inciting an insurrection are more serious

charges.

The voter quoted also suspects that President Biden is guilty of unspecified crimes. If
she is unable to name these crimes, it is unlikely they exist.
LoRRAINE KNOPF, Santa Monica

Let me get this straight.

The Times’ story quotes
aformer teacher from Santa
Clarita who says: “Hush
money has been going on
since the beginning of time.
SoIdon’t know why they’re
making such a big deal
aboutit.”

Iwonderifherlessons
included lying to her stu-
dents on school subjects to

fit her agenda; after all, lying
has been going on for along
time. Would she say it is OK
for someone to practice
racism, since that too has
been going on since the
beginning of time?

The good news is that
she’s retired. Thank God for
small miracles.

J.J. GUEVARA
Pico Rivera

The conviction might not
sway swing voters for the
same reason it will not sway
Trumpers.

The media referring to
this as a “hush money” trial
instead of a “falsifying busi-
nessrecords” trial gives
Trump a break. Read the
quote in Saturday’s paper:
“Hush money has been
going on since the beginning

oftime. So I don’t know why
they’re making such a big
deal aboutit.”

That is what most people
think. But all 34 counts were
for falsifying business re-
cords, which is against the
law.

If Trump had directed a
large sum of money to a
charity and falsified busi-
nessrecords to coverit up
because he didn’t want, say,
the National Rifle Assn. to
know about it, would the
media have called this a
“charity donation” trial?

RICHARD LARSEN
LaHabra

Homeless vets
need settlement

Re “Ifnot a czar, close
enough,” May 29

I have worked for years to
change U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs policy
regarding homeless veter-
ans in Los Angeles. So, I was
thrilled to see Doug Smith’s
thoughtful article on U.S.
District Judge David O.
Carter, whom Smith calls
the closest official we have
toahomelessness “czar.”

Iwant to support Cart-
er’s smart suggestion that
VA Secretary Denis McDon-
ough come to Los Angeles in
person toreach a settle-
ment on existing litigation
over housing homeless
veterans. I know this could
work, because it has before.

In 2015, then-VA Secre-
tary Bob McDonald met me
and colleagues to settle
priorlitigation. That settle-
ment created significant
positive benefits, including
hundreds of housing units
and a detailed, formal plan
for avibrant “town center”
for the VA campus commu-
nity in Westwood.

That type of negotiated
settlement can happen
again now. But without
McDonough’s personal

intervention, this lawsuit
will go to trialin the sum-
mer. The courtroom and the
country will see exhibits and
hear testimony on the Biden
administration’s failure to
build the thriving communi-
ty necessary to stop veteran
suffering.

I hope McDonough will
follow his predecessor’s
smart example and enter
settlement discussions
soon.

BOBBY SHRIVER
Santa Monica

The writer was a member
ofthe Santa Monica City
Council from 2004-12.

Defining
antisemitism

Re “30years ago, Grace
Paley foresaw today’s clash
over antisemitism,” Opin-
ion, May 26

Michael Rothberg, a
professor at UCLA, labels
the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance’s
definition of antisemitism
“controversial” and “vague.”
Inreality, the IHRA defini-
tion haslongbeen the global
gold standard — controver-
sial only among a small
group of scholars.

The 35-nation organiza-
tion, where I am now the
Advisor and was the long-
time chair of its anti-
semitism committee,
adopted the definition in
2016 with consensus of all
member countries, includ-
ing the United States.

Since then, more than 40
countries, 30 American
states, nearly 70 cities and
counties, and more than
1,000 institutions, busi-
nesses and sports leagues
have embraced it. The U.S.
State Department has used
the IHRA definition to track
antisemitism for years.

While Rothberg claims
that a congressional bill
adopting the IHRA defini-

Israel “even more vulnera-
ble,” the definition is explic-
it: “Criticism of Israel simi-
lar to that leveled against
any other country cannot be
antisemitic.”

Debates about terms are
aluxury for times of peace.
The future of our democracy
requires that we under-
stand all forms of anti-
semitism and emphasize
unequivocally that it hasno
place in America.

ROBERT WILLIAMS
Los Angeles

The writer, executive
director of the USC Shoah
Foundation, is the UNES-
CO chair on antisemitism
and Holocaust research.

What'’s unethical
for a justice?

Re “Justice Roberts de-
clines Democrats’ call to
discuss ethics,” May 31

It’s interesting that while
Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice John G. Robert Jr. sees
the impropriety of speaking
only with Democratic sena-
tors to discuss an ethics
code forjustices, he seems
to overlook the impropriety
of justices flying insurrec-
tionist-related flags or
accepting valuable gifts
from Republican billion-
aires who have a stake in
cases before the court.

If partisanship blinds the
justices toright and wrong,
then perhaps the real issue
is one of competency — of
having the necessary foun-
dational sKills to rise above
personal preferences.

PaMELA KELLY
Long Beach
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Mexico’s
election

is historic
as well as
foreboding

The first woman to lead the
country is likely to further
undermine its democracy.

By Kristina Foltz

EXIcO CiTty mayoral candi-

date Santiago Taboada

quoted the Chilean poet Pab-

lo Neruda on social media re-

cently: “They can cut all the
flowers, but they can’t stop the spring.” It
was ajab at outgoing Mexican President An-
drés Manuel Lépez Obrador, known as
AMLO, and his Morena party. Party mem-
bers had been seen removing Taboada’s
campaign fliers in the Mexico City Metro and
replacing them with advertisements for
their own candidates.

A conservative politician quoting a com-
munist writer was a sign of a dramatic shift
in Latin Americanpolitics: The Cold War-era
dichotomy between right and left has given
way to a struggle between populist authori-
tarians and “conservatives,” who now tend
to encompass all meaningful opposition, li-
beral or conservative.

Sunday’s decisive victory of AMLO’s
handpicked successor, former Mexico City
Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum, over opposition
candidate Xo6chitl Galvez promises to con-
tinue the president’s “socialist” agenda. But
if Sheinbaum’s penchant for stretching the
truth is any indication, she will be as avid as
her predecessor in employing the “three Ps”
— populism, polarization and post-truth —
to consolidate power and further degrade
Mexico’s democracy.

The Venezuelan journalist Moisés Naim
identified the three Ps as the standard play-
book of 21st century autocrats. Today’s as-
piring authoritarians are less likely than the
20th century’s to show up as right-wing
strongmen, using violence and repression to
seize power. Rather, they come into office
through traditional elections, cloaking their
campaigns in the rhetoric of democracy
while using divisive rhetoric to galvanize
support. Once in power, they destroy or sub-
jugate the institutions that could check
them, allowing them to govern as they
please.

MARCO UGARTE Associated Press

CLAUDIA SHEINBAUM addresses supporters in Mexico City after her election
victory. She is a protege of outgoing President Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador.

Much has been said about Mexico’s
democratic decline under AMLO. Instead of
building social programs, he has used popu-
list tactics like his daily propaganda show to
obfuscate and polarize. He has also wooed
Mexico’s poor with regular monetary hand-
outs and raised the minimum wage, which
was one of his more constructive achieve-
ments.

Despite AMLO’s constant railing against
“neoliberals” — code for the United States —
it is on his watch that Mexico’s democracy
and social prosperity have declined.

AMLO’s pension program essentially
robs Mexico’s young people for political ex-
pediency, taking money from the pension
funds of hardworking Mexicans to allow im-
mediate payments to the elderly, boosting
his popularity.

The sociologist Maximo Ernesto Jara-
millo-Molina found that from 2018 to 2022,
Mexico’s spending on social programs as a
share of gross domestic product increased
only 0.7%, t0 4.7%. That’sless than during the
first three years of the administration of
Loépez Obrador’s predecessor, Enrique Pena
Nieto, or the first four years of the previous
presidency, Felipe Calderon’s. Under AMLO,
ElEconomistawrote, “the social policy of the
federal government ... stopped privileging
the poor and ended up benefiting the richest
households in the country.”

The Mexican president has also bestowed
unprecedented power on a loyal military. He
attempted to disappear the country’s Na-
tional Electoral Institute, transferring elec-
tion oversight to the judiciary. And he elevat-
ed a political ally with no judicial experience
to the Supreme Court.

AMLO also effectively killed the Mérida
Initiative, the vast, joint U.S., Mexican and
Central American anti-drug program that
attempted to counter organized crime and

strengthen the rule of law. His policy on the
cartels, “hugs, not bullets,” is effectively a
non-policy. Despite his recent claim that ho-
micides had dropped 20% during his presi-
dency, a government security agency found
that his term had seen over 171,000 homi-
cides, more than any previous administra-
tion.

Mexico has elected its first female presi-
dent, a historic event that should be cause
for celebration. But I'm afraid AMLO’s pro-
tege is too steeped in Morena methodology
to make real progress for Mexico.

In the most recent presidential debate,
for example, Sheinbaum claimed that homi-
cides had declined 58% during her mayor-
alty, when they had actually increased 9%.

Sheinbaum, who has an environmental
science degree, sometimes speaks like a
committed environmentalist; she told the
Associated Press she supports renewable
energy. But she also promised to increase
generation by state-owned power plants
that rely on fossil fuels. As the only G-20
country without a net-zero-emissions plan,
Mexico needs a climate change leader, not a
labyrinth of empty words.

Born into an elite family with a history of
financial opacity, Sheinbaum falsely denied
their involvement in the Panama Papers
scandal, betraying her inclination for
posverdad, or post-truth. The investigation
revealed that six of Sheinbaum’s family
members, including her mother, hid millions
in offshore tax havens.

Mexico’s populists are, in short, no
friends to its people. Sheinbaum’s election
means we’re still waiting for the arrival of
Mexico’s democratic spring.

KRisTINA FoLTZ is a Rotary scholar who
writes about populism and disinformation
in Latin America.

She can handle the rough play of the WNBA

Caitlin Clark fans say
she’s being singled out for
mistreatment. They’re
the ones singling her out.

LZ GRANDERSON

WE KNEW Caitlin
Clark was going
to have a slow
start to her pro
career because )
the teamthat
drafted her, the
Indiana Fever, V.
hasnot had a winning season
since President Obama was in
office. Of course, growing pains
come with being the No. 1 pick in
the draft —regardless of sport.
You can also count on those
top picks to be tested by veter-
ans, especially physically. It’s a
rite of passage for star rookies.
Hard fouls are part of the game.
Cheap shots, like the one
Chennedy Carter delivered to
Clark on an inbound play on
Saturday, are not supposed to

DouGc MCSCHOOLER Associated Press

INDIANA FEVER guard Caitlin Clark, right, drives against Seattle Storm forward Nneka
Ogwumike last week. The WINBA has always been physical. Many just tuning in are aghast.

be part of the game. But they
are part of competition. Hence
the Rodney Dangerfield joke: “I
went to a fight the other night,
and a hockey game broke out.”

For her part, Clark hasre-
peatedly said she’s ready to go
through that rite of passage.
However, it seems many of her
supporters are not.

“Itis an absolute outrage
what’s happening to Caitlin
Clarkinthe @WNBA,” posted
tennis commentator (and for-
mer colleague of mine) Patrick
McEnroe, without explaining
what he thinks is happening to
her. Fox Sports analyst Emman-
uel Acho posted video of Cart-
er’s foul on Clark, asking, “Are
the women out to get her?”

One of the more disappoint-
ing synopses came from former
NBA player Austin Rivers, who
accused WNBA players ofre-
senting Clark because of her
fame: “If you girls were Destiny’s
Child, she would be Beyoncé.”

He also echoed a popular
sentiment that hostility toward
Clarkis rooted in identity poli-
tics and that her play alone is
why she has so much attention.

“And it’s not because she’s
white,” he said about Clark’s
popularity and economic impor-
tance. “It’s not because she’s
straight — good God, no one
cares. And it’s not because she’s
pretty, another thing I heard
some woman who knows noth-
ing about basketball saying....
It’s because she’s an unbeliev-
able basketball player and tal-
ent.”

Rivers, whose fatheris NBA
legend Doc Rivers, could have
offered his perspective on what
it’slike being tested as a rookie
with a target on your back be-
cause of fame. He also could
have addressed why women’s
basketball wasn’t more popular
before Clark. But that would
have taken nuance.

Soinstead he tried to
gaslight everyone by suggesting
being pretty, straight and white
doesn’t help awoman’s Q rating,
which is akin to saying being
tall, dark and handsome doesn’t
help men.

Clark has repeatedly said she
wants to be treated like every-
one else. And that’s how she’s
being treated. Why are so many

having a difficult time accepting
that?

WNBA basketball has always
been a physical game. At the
very beginning, star rookie
Rebecca Lobo had to adjust
from college play to the phys-
icality of the professional game.
When Candace Parker was a
superstar rookie in 2008, she
found herselfin the middle of a
brawl. Angel Reese was hit in
the neck mid-jump lessthana
week before Carter hip checked
Clark. Afterward Reese said:
“They’re not supposed to be
nice to me orlay down because
I'm Angel Reese or’cause I'ma
rookie.”

The problem began the
moment men with very large
platforms started making proc-
lamations about Clark’s place in
history without respecting the
history of the game.

Consider this: In any major
sport, someone can be consid-
ered a contender for “the great-
est of all time” only if they have
won a championship. In fact, the
conversation typically starts
with how many Super Bowls or
rings a particular player has.

Not how close they got but
how many were captured.

Except with Clark.

Her accomplishments are
worthy of all the attention she
has attracted, but sports media
shoehorned Clarkinto a GOAT
conversation that by the indus-
try’s own metric, she didn’t
belong in. They did so because
Clark was great in college, and
they weren’t watching the sport
before her so ... she was crowned
without context. It’s like a tour-
ist who spends aweek at are-
sort and proclaims to know the
local culture better than the
people who live there.

And now there is this outcry
from casual fans who are
shocked to find out the WNBA is
alot tougher than college.
Something that wouldn’t have
to be explained at all if profes-
sional women’s basketball were
given the attention it has always
deserved.

Clark doesn’t need protect-
ing. She’s a talented player
who’s learning the ropes, not a
damselin distress.

@LZGranderson

What’s a

orandmother
to do when

her grandchild

lives far away?

My granddaughter is a change
agent for me and a hopeful symbol
of reimagined possibilities.

By Judy Belk

FINALLY HAVE come to grips with the

fact that my son has sex. He’s 30-some-

thing and recently became the father

of an adorable baby girl, Ada Irene.

This is all now serious business in the
cycle oflife.

When your child becomes a parent, it’sa
tectonic shift. There’s no turning back for
my son or me. He’s another human being’s
father. In becoming a parent, he’s made a
generational crossing of sorts, pulling other
family members with him. Instantly there
are new roles for everyone. His wife becomes
amother; his sister, an aunt; and my hus-
band and me, grandparents.

I find myself full of intense love for this
child created by my child. She’s gifted, 'm
sure, and already has a great sense of tim-
ing. She delayed her birth by two weeks to
enter the world on my birthday. And based
on how she chews the edges of her “Good
Night Moon” book, she’s going to devour the
best in literature, soaking in knowledge and
wisdom wherever she can.

She laughs with joy when her name is
called. As the third “Ada” in my large Black
family, she seems to instinctively know that
her name honors two of her great-grand-
mothers and five generations of strong
determined women who paved a path for
her.

In a small way, she also represents how
far America has progressed in just one
generation. Ada and I share a birthplace as
well as a birthday: Virginia, just outside of
the nation’s capital. Ada lives with her par-
ents about two miles from my childhood
home. Her motheris white, and her fatheris
Black. During the first 15 years of my life in
Virginia, it would have been a crime for her
parents to have been married in the state.

Ilike to think oflittle Ada as a hopeful
symbol of reimagined possibilities. A trend-
setter bridging an ugly history of racial
divisions. Back in 2017, the Pew Research
Center placed the number of multiracial or
multiethnic infants born in the United
States at more than one in seven, nearly
triple the share in 1980 and rising. In 2021,
the Census Bureau put the total mixed-race
share of the population at 10%.

So Adais ontheleading edge of positive
change. But even her non-symbolic selfis
amazing. So amazing that I have a serious
case of the grandma blues.

First, there’s the issue of distance. I'min
Los Angeles. Adaisin Virginia. It’s a cruel
and unfair geographic mismatch. I blame
Ada’s grandfather, who years ago grabbed
my heart and squeezed it with such inten-
sity that I shamelessly followed him across
the country.

But I'm at fault, too. I encouraged Ada’s
California-born-and-raised father to go east
for college, to experience life beyond the
West Coast. He was supposed to come back
but he never did, and it looks like he’s keep-
ing Ada with him. Ilove California, but
Ada’s birth has taken alittle of the shine off
the Golden State.

Still, it’s time that’s really got my
grandma jaws tight. Time is not on my side.
If 'mlucky, I might be around, and still with
it enough, that I could make it to Ada’s high
school graduation. It’s a slim chance that I
could see her graduate from college without
being wheeled in and propped up. But
there’s so much of her life I will miss, and I
feel cheated.

Ada’s birth has made me question my
own decisions about when to become a
parent. Waiting eight years after getting
married to have her father now seemslike a
waste of time. I wanted the time to find
myself, focus on my career, be a more ma-
ture mother. Blah, blah, blah. Sounds pretty
self-centered now. I became an older mom,
and now I’'m an old-ass grandmother.

IfI could rewind the tape and have eight
additional years with Ada instead of “find-
ing myself,” Imight have had a shot at
watching her start a career, attending her
wedding, and making a toast.

“Tomy lovely, smart, talented grand-
daughter, Ada Irene. From the beginning,
we shared a birthday and love for, the first
man in your life, your father, my son and
your mother’s husband.”

Finding the right partner for Ada will
take some time though, given that she’s
gorgeous, will have high standards, not take
anything off anybody who wants her love,
and will want to meet the expectations of
her grandmother.

Despite my grandma blues, it’s hard to
stayin a funk around Ada. She is so present
in the now. Fascinated by lights, sounds and
sights of a world she’s discovering bit by bit
every day. Her innocence and gleeis are-
minder that while we can’t stop the march
of time or solve all the problems of this
troubled world she’s entered, we can choose
how we want to spend the time we have.

So while I'm not certain how many birth-
days Ada and I will get to celebrate together,
I'm going to make the most of the ones we
do have by blowing out our candles in uni-
son at every opportunity. And wishing for
love and peace for Adanow and in the fu-
ture.

JupY BELK, former president and chief
executive of the California Wellness
Foundation, is at work on a book of essays
about growing up 10 miles from the White
House.
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Solar farm
will destroy
thousands of
Joshua trees

[Joshua trees, from Ail]
Mojave Desert project is an
example of the trade-offs be-
ing made in California as
state and local government
officials press for a rapid ex-
pansion of clean energy.

Although solar and wind
fields are expected to help
mitigate climate change,
they are also tearing up un-
developed land, harming
threatened plants and wild-
life and causing concern in
nearby communities, which
are often small and far from
the state’s cities.

“Rural communities that
don’t have political power
just get ramrodded over,”
English said.

The site, known as the
Aratina Solar Project, is be-
ing developed on private
land by Avantus, a California
company that is mostly
owned by KKR, the global
private equity firm.

Crews were scheduled to
start clearing the site of the
iconic Joshua trees Monday,
said a person who was
briefed on the project. The
persondeclined tobe named
since they were not author-
ized to discussit.

Avantus decided to take
the extra step of shredding
the trees onsite, rather than
leaving them in piles or haul-
ing them away whole, the
person said, to reduce the
visibility of the tree clearing.

Avantus company execu-
tives would not confirm the
June 3 date but said that the
contractors had begun site
preparations last month
and “will soon begin selec-
tively clearing the area of
vegetation and other large
natural obstacles” approved
for removal by the county
and state wildlife officials.

The company said the
massive solar and battery
storage project will have en-
vironmental benefits that
outweigh the destruction of
the Joshua trees and habitat
of protected wildlife.

“While trees will be im-
pacted during project con-
struction, vastly more
Joshua trees are being

threatened Dby climate
change caused by rising
greenhouse gas emissions,
which the Aratina solar proj-
ect directly addresses,” the
company says onits website.

“Avantus takes care onall
projects to minimize any un-
necessary impacts such as
noise, dust, or traffic
throughout all phases of the
project,” the company told
The Times in a statement. It
added that it was “commit-
ted to being a good neigh-
bor.”

The Kern County Board
of Supervisors unanimously
approved the project in Oc-
tober 2021 despite com-
ments and letters from doz-
ens of residents.

“It was like the decision
had already been made,”
Richardson said.

Aratina will be the ninth
solar project that Avantus,
formerly named 8minute
Solar, has built in Kern
County.

During the board meet-
ing, Alexander Sundquist, a
company executive, said the
benefits of the project to the
county included $3 million in
sales taxes and $73 million in
property taxes.

When asked why the
company decided to put the
project on land next to the
two towns, Sundquist said
that executives wanted to
keep the solar field in Kern
County rather than farther
south in San Bernardino.
“We like doing business
here,” he said.

In 2019, San Bernardino
County supervisors voted to
ban the construction oflarge
solar and wind farms on
more than 1 million acres of
private land.

Kern County, hometothe
state’s largest oil patch, has
long been friendly to energy
companies. Lorelei Oviatt,
director of Kern County
Planning and Natural Re-
sources, has repeatedly spo-
ken at industry conferences
to emphasize how the
county tries to quickly ap-
prove projects.

Oviatt told The Times

A MURAL on the side of a building in Boron, where
the poverty rate is twice the California average.

that so farthe county has ap-
proved 160,000 acres of solar
and wind energy projects.
Most of those projects are in
the desert, she said, because
of the easier access there to
electric transmission lines.

“I am pro Kern County,
not necessarily pro solar,”
Oviatt said. “There was an
over 18-month process and
nothing was rushed. My rec-
ommendation [to approve
the project] carefully con-
sidered all the community
comments.

“Land use is always a bal-
ance of private property
rights and people’s view-
points.”

The county said that
Avantus had put $1.4 million
into a fund that will be used
to protect Joshua trees in
other areas ofthe state.

To mitigate the damage

from Aratina and several
other solar projects, Avan-
tus has also purchased the
grazing rights on 215,000
acres of federal land in Kern
County and is working with
government officials to pre-
serveit.

Avantus declined to dis-
close the details of where the
power would be sent. But
earlier the company signed
contracts to send some of
the power to Silicon Valley
Clean Energy and Central
Coast Community Energy,
nonprofit agencies that de-
liver green energy to homes
inthoseregions.

“The generated energy
doesn’t even stay here,” Eng-
lish said. “It’s shipped to
other communities hun-
dreds of miles away.”

Joshua trees, with their
twisted, otherworldly shape,

Photographs by MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times
A CREW INSTALLS fence posts at the Aratina Solar Project last week ahead of the planned removal of thou-
sands of Joshua trees. The 2,300-acre project has angered residents of Boron and nearby Desert Lake.

are often said to look like
they were taken from the
pages of a Dr. Seuss book.
They grow just1to 3inchesa
year, which means a 16-foot
tree could be more than 100
years old.

The environmental im-
pact statement for Aratina
said that nearly 4,700 Joshua
trees were found on the site
during a survey. More than
500 of those trees are at least
16 feet tall.

“I'm not aware of other
projects where this many
trees will be removed,” said
Kevin Emmerich of Basin
and Range Watch, an envi-
ronmental group.

Avantus agreed toreduce
the project’s original foot-
print to create more space
between the solar panels
and the two communities.
The person with knowledge
of the project said the com-
pany’s plannowincluded de-
stroying 3,500 Joshua trees.

Last year, state legisla-
tors passed the Western
Joshua Tree Conservation
Act, which bans unpermit-
ted Killing of the trees, while
also providing a mechanism
for the construction of green
energy and housing proj-
ects.

State officials approved
the Aratina project, howev-
er, before that law and before
an earlier state decision to
make the Joshua tree a can-
didate for protection under
the California Endangered
Species Act.

In 2020, the California
Fish and Wildlife Commis-

sionagreedthat Aratinaand
14 other green energy proj-
ects would not be subject to
the increased measures to
protect the tree.

Unfortunately, said
Brendan Cummings, con-
servation director at the
Center for Biological Diver-
sity, “thousands of Joshua
trees will be sacrificed.”

State wildlife officials
told The Times that the
company must still relocate
any desert tortoises or Mo-
have ground squirrels,
which are listed as threat-
ened under California law,
that are found during con-
struction.

English said little atten-
tion has yet been paid to his
group’s discovery on the site
of the soil-dwelling fungus
Coccidioides, which causes
valley fever. Valley fever has
been found repeatedly to in-
fect workers building solar
fields in California.

On Thursday, half a mile
from Boron’s Little League
field, a construction crew,
wearing yellow vests, was
building a fence at the edge
of the site, while a truck
sprayed water, trying to
keep the dust down.

Antje Lauer, professor of
microbiology at Cal State
Bakersfield, worked with
English and Richardson to
test the soil samples.

“Desert land is really
cheap and there are not that
many regulations,” Lauer
said. “We need renewable en-
ergy, but it needs to be done
correctly.”

Buddhist leader .ama Rod wants to

The Harvard Divinity
School-educated
teacher draws on his
experiences as a queer
Black Southern man.

By Luis ANDRES HENAO

ROME, Ga. — Instead of
traditional maroon and gold
Tibetan Buddhist robes,
Lama Rod Owens wore a
white animal-print cardigan
over a bright yellow T-shirt
with an image of singer
Sade, an Africa-shaped me-
dallion and mala beads —
the most recognizable sign
of his Buddhism.

“Being a Buddhist or a
spiritual leader, I got rid of
trying to wear the part be-
cause it just wasn’t authen-
tic to me,” said Owens, 44,
who describes himself as a
Black Buddhist Southern
Queen.

“For me, it’s not about
looking like a Buddhist. It’s
about being myself,” he said
at his mother’s home in
Rome, Ga. “And I like color.”

The Harvard Divinity
School-educated lama and
yoga teacher blends his
training in the Kagyu School
of Tibetan Buddhism with
pop culture references and
experiences from his life as a
Black, queer man, raised in
the South by his mother, a
pastorat a Christian church.

Today, heis aninfluential
voice in a new generation
of Buddhist teachers, re-
spected for his work focused
on social change, identity
and spiritual wellness.

On the popular mindful-
ness app Calm, his wide-
ranging courses include
“Coming Out,” “Caring for
your Grief” and “Radical
Self-Care” (sometimes
telling listeners to “shake it
off” like Mariah Carey). In
his latest book, “The New
Saints,” he highlights Chris-
tian saints and spiritual war-

JESSIE WARDARSKI Associated Press

LAMA ROD OWENS, posing outside his childhood home in Georgia, is an influ-
ential voice in a generation of Buddhist teachers with a focus on social change.

riors, Buddhist bodhisatt-
vas and Jewish tzaddikim
among those who have
sought to free people from
suffering.

“Saints are ordinary and
human, doing things any
person can learn to do,” Ow-
en writes in his book, where
he combines personal sto-
ries, traditional teachings
and instructions for medita-
tions.

“Our era calls for saints
who are from this time and
place, speak the language of
this moment, and integrate
both social and spiritual lib-
eration,” he writes.“ I believe
we all can and must become
New Saints.”

But how? “It’s not about
becoming a superhero,” he
said, stressing the need to

care for others.
And it’s not reserved for
the canonized. “Harriet

Tubmanis asaint forme,” he
said about the 19th century
Black abolitionist known for
helping enslaved people es-
cape to freedom via the

Underground Railroad.
“She came to this world and
said, ‘I want people to be
free.””

Owens grew up in a de-
vout Baptist and Methodist
family. His life revolved
around hislocal church.

When he was 13, his
mother, who owns a baseball
cap that reads “God’s Girl,”
became a United Methodist
minister. He calls her the
single greatest impact in his
life.

“Like a lot of Black wom-
en, she embodied wisdom
and resiliency and vision.
She taught me how to work.
And she taught me how to
change because I saw her
changing.”

He was inspired by her
commitment to a spiritual
path, especially when she
went against the wishes of
some in her family, who —
like in many patriarchal reli-
gions — believed a woman
should not lead a congrega-
tion.

“I'm very proud of him,”

said the Rev. Wendy Owens,
who sat near her son in her
living room, decorated with
their photographs and
painted portraits.

“He made his path. He
walked his path, or he might
have even ran his path,” she
said. “Don’t know how he got
there, but he got there.”

Alife devoted to spiritual-
ity seemed unlikely for her
son after he entered Berry
College, a nondenomina-
tional Christian school. It
didn’t deepen his relation-
ship with Christianity. In-
stead, he stopped attending
church. He wanted to “devel-
op a healthy sense of self-
worth” about his queerness,
and was dismayed by con-
servative religious views on
gender and sexuality. He felt
the way that God had been
presented to him was too
rigid, even vengeful. So, in
his words, he “broke up with
God.”

His new religion, he said,
became service. He trained
as an advocate for sexual as-

sault survivors, and volun-
teered for projects on HIV/
AIDS education, homeless-
ness, teen pregnancy and
substance abuse.

“EventhoughIwasn’t do-
ing this theology anymore,
what I was definitely doing
was following the path of Je-
sus: feeding people, shelter-
ing people.”

Aftercollege, he moved to
Boston and joined Haley
House, a nonprofit partly in-
spired by the Catholic
Worker Movement that runs
a soup Kkitchen and afford-
able housing programs.

There, he said, he met
people across a range of reli-
gious traditions — “from
Hinduism to Christian Sci-
ence to all the denomi-
nations of Christianity, Bud-
dhists, Wiccans, Muslims.
Monastics from different
traditions, everyone.”

A Buddhist friend gave
him a book that helped him
find his spiritual path: “Cave
in the Snow,” by Tibetan
Buddhist nun Jetsunma
Tenzin Palmo.

The British-born nun
spent yearsisolated inacave
in the Himalayas to follow
the rigorous path of the
most devoted yogis. She lat-
er founded a nunnery in In-
diafocused on giving women
in Tibetan Buddhism some
of the opportunities re-
served for monks.

“When I started explor-
ing Buddhism, I never
thought, ’Oh, Black people
don’t do this, or maybe this
is in conflict with my Chris-
tian upbringing,’” Owens
said. “What I thought was:
"Here’s something that can
help meto sufferless....Iwas
only interested in how to re-
duce harm against myself
and others.”

At Harvard Divinity
School, he was again im-
mersed in religious diversity
— even a Satanist was there.

“What Ilove about Rod is
that he’s deeply himself no
matter who he’s with,” said
Cheryl Giles, a Harvard Di-

help end your pain

vinity professor who men-
tored him and who now con-
siders him one of her own
teachers.

“When I think of him, I
think of this concept of Bo-
dhisattva in Buddhism, the
deeply compassionate being
who is on the path to awak-
ening and sees the suffering
of the world and makes a
commitment to helpliberate
others,” said Giles.

“And I love,” she said,
“that he’s Black and Bud-
dhist.”

Through Buddhism,
mindfulness and silent re-
treats, Owens eventually
reconciled with God.

“God isn’t some old man
sitting on a throne in the
clouds, who's, like, very tem-
peramental,” he said. “God
is space and emptiness and
energy. God is always this
experience, inviting us back
through our most divine, sa-
cred souls. God islove.”

His schedule keeps him
busy these days — appear-
ing in podcasts and social
media, speaking to college
students and leading medi-
tations, yoga and spiritual
retreats across the world.

Somuch inspires him. He
wrote his latest book listen-
ing to Beyoncé and thinking
about the work of choreo-
grapher Alvin Ailey. He loves
Tony Kushner’s “Angels in
America.” And pioneering
fashion journalist Andre
Leon Talley of Vogue maga-
zine, who he says taught him
to appreciate beauty.

“I want people to feel the
same way when they experi-
ence something that I talk
about or write about,” Ow-
ens said. “That’s part of the
work of the artist — to help
us to feel and to not be afraid
to feel. To help us dream dif-
ferently, inspire us and
shake us out of ourrigidity to
get more fluid.”

Henao writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
Jessie Wardarski
contributed to this report.
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STUDENTS in the newspaper class at Downey High look at photos in a gallery. “Journalism has always been a
big part of our schools in Downey Unified,” one district administrator said of the robust curriculum.

DELOS

Getting their first scoops

Latinos remain underrepresented in newsrooms, but Downey Unified
schools are a pipeline for students interested in journalism careers

By TiINA VASQUEZ

A fewweeks into the school year, the
editorial staff of the Downey Legend fil-
ter into Downey High School’s Room
S26 and settle into their seats.

Today is pitch day — students are
expected to come to class prepared
with a storyidea to tackle in the coming
weeks, if their fellow journalism stu-
dents thinkit’sinterestingand they get
the approval of their co-editors in chief,
Madeline Hidalgo and Ximena
Solorzano.

Both are seniors who are opinion-
ated but kind, questioning but courte-
ous. They have a knack for asking just
theright questionsto get tothe heart of

a story. And after serving on the news-
paper staff for three years, they also
have a keen sense of what reporting
goes over well with the larger student
body. They run a tight ship, and there’s
little room in Hidalgo and Solorzano’s
busy editorial schedule for lackluster
reporting.

During the session, senior Angelina
Andrade, a Downey Legend veteran,
pitches astoryworthy ofthe front page:
The school abruptly cut a number of
elective courses, leaving some recently
hired teachers without jobs and stu-
dents scrambling to fill gaps in their
schedules. Andrade would later deliver
on the story, reporting that the chaos
was the result of more than a hundred
of the city’s teachers retiring over the

summer, leading Downey Unified
School District to go on a hiring surge.
The problem, she reported, was that
student enrollment rates in the fall
were far lower than expected.

For a moment, it appeared as if
Downey High School’s photojournal-
ism class was on the chopping block,
which would have been a devastating
blow to a small but enormously impor-
tant ecosystem that has taken shapein
the school system over the last two dec-
ades: a pipeline for working-class Lat-
ino students interested in pursuing
journalism.

“Journalism has always been a big
part of our schools in Downey Unified,”
explained the district’s director of sec-

[See Downey, B5]

UC fails to get injunction; strike expands

Still to come is the
fight over the legality
of the protest by
academic workers.

By JAWEED KALEEM
AND HOWARD BLUME

For the second time, the
state labor board has de-
clined toorder animmediate
halt to the UC academic
workers strike, which has re-
sulted in canceled classes,
blocked parking garages
and disrupted coursework

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

WORKERS walked out at UCLA, above, as well as
campuses in Santa Cruz, Davis and Santa Barbara.

for thousands at a crucial
time of the year when stu-
dents take finals.

The state’s Public Em-
ployment Relations Board
ruled Monday that the uni-
versity, in its legal filings,
had not met the high legal
standard of showing “irrepa-
rable harm” required for the
laborboard to approve anin-
junction.

The walkout has
included University of Cali-
fornia campuses in Santa
Cruz, Davis and Los Ange-
les. The strike expanded
Monday to UC Santa Bar-

[See Strike, B4]

Tackling an
indignity for
women 1n jail

A bill aims to ensure
inmates don’t have to
beg prison workers for
menstrual supplies.

BY ANABEL SOSA
AND KERI BLAKINGER

One thing Alissa Moore
remembers clearly from her
time in prison is how the
guards taunted her when
she asked for a tampon.
Sometimes they’d outright
refuse; other times they’d
ask her to come to a closet
or back room, where, on
several occasions, she was
sexually assaulted, she said.

If she wanted to avoid
that humiliation, Moore
could buy tampons from the
commissary. But a box cost
$7, and prisoners in the
California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion earned as little as 8
cents an hour. Sometimes,
that meant Moore had to
trade food for tampons. Less
fortunate inmates resorted
to using towels or tissues.

“It was hell,” she told The
Times.

Over the last decade,
prisons and jails across the
country have enacted poli-
cies to make menstrual
products free to inmates.
But problems remain.

In New York, jail officials
admitted last year that
they’d stopped providing
free supplies. In Texas,
women say they sometimes
are challenged by guards
when they ask for tampons
or pads. And in California,
where a bill to address the

problem was passed in 2020,
reports have surfaced of
women being denied men-
strual products.

Now California is trying
to fix this for good. State
lawmakers are considering
Assembly Bill 1810, which
would require jails, prisons
and juvenile lockups to
make tampons and pads
readily accessible so that
women don’t have to beg
prison workers for them.

“We know power dynam-
ics [in prisons are] ripe for
abuse,” said Ruth Dawson, a
legislative attorney for
ACLU California Action. “It
seems like a small tweak in
the law, but we think it will
have big implications for
incarcerated people who
menstruate.”

The bill unanimously
passed last month in the
Assembly. It’s now headed
to the Senate, with biparti-
san support. If passed and
signed by the governor, the
measure would take effect
next year.

When California enacted
its landmark Reproductive
Dignity for Incarcerated
People Act in 2020, the mea-
sure aimed to remedy an
array of problems. In addi-
tion to mandating access to
perinatal medical care and
banning the use of Tasers
and chemical weapons on
pregnant inmates, the legis-
lation required jails and
prisons to provide free tam-
pons and sanitary pads.

But last year, a report
issued by California Atty.
Gen. Rob Bonta — who au-
thored the 2020 legislation
when he was in the Assem-

[See Inmates, B2]

Safety measures
for stonecutters

Countertop workers
are dying of silicosis.
Lawmakers seek to
regulate shops.

By EMILY ALPERT REYES

As growing numbers of
countertop cutters in Cali-
fornia suffer from an incur-
able and deadly lung dis-
ease, lawmakers are seeking
to clamp down on which
businesses can legally per-
form such work.

Health officials have tied
the rise in silicosis to the
surging popularity of engi-
neered stone, an artificial
product that can be much
higher in silica than natural
slabs. The disease is caused
by inhaling tiny bits of crys-
talline silica that scar the

lungs, leaving ailing workers
reliant on oxygen tanks and
lung transplants to survive.
More than a dozen counter-
top workers in California
have died, some barely into
middle age.

In the San Fernando Val-
ley, outreach workers have
found immigrant workers
cutting the artificial materi-
al in dusty shops with scant
protections. When Cal/
OSHA took a closer look at
the industryin 2019 and 2020,
it found that 72% of shops
where it conducted air sam-
pling were in violation of sili-
ca rules. It recently
estimated that out of nearly
5,000 such workers state-
wide, as many as 200 could
die ofthe disease.

Despite the risks posed
by cutting and grinding the
material, “there is uncon-

[See Stonecutters, B4]

Heat dome expected to push state temperatures past triple digits

Highs are set to top
100 from the Antelope
Valley to the
Sacramento Valley.

BY GRACE TOOHEY

A significant, early-sea-
son heat wave is expected to
broil much of inland Califor-
nia this week, with highs set
to top 100 from the Sacra-
mento Valley to the An-
telope Valley — dangerously
high temperatures that ex-
perts warn could bring
health risks given that
nighttime cooling will be lim-
ited in many areas.

Much of the western U.S.
is bracing for the effects of a
high-pressure ridge, or heat
dome, which will begin

warming up theregion Tues-
day, likely driving tempera-
tures to near-record or
record-breaking levels, with

several excessive heat
watches and warnings al-
ready issued.

In Southern California,
the most extreme tempera-
tures are expected Tuesday
through Thursday in the in-
land mountains and deserts,
with Wednesday supposed
to be the hottest.

“It’s going to start heat-
ing up really tomorrow,” Joe
Sirard, a National Weather
Service meteorologist, said
Monday morning. “Those
temperatures in the lower
mountains and deserts will
be anywhere from 15 to 17 de-
grees above normal for this
time of year.”

Highs in the Antelope
Valley are expected to reach

103 to 108 degrees Wednes-
day and Thursday, while the
Los Angeles County valleys
will likely peak around 90 de-
grees. Statewide, the coast
will generally avoid the
worst of this heat wave, with
L.A. beaches remaining in
the 70s and 80s this week.
Lancaster and Palmdale
are forecast to tie or break
daily high temperature re-
cords, Sirard said, with
highs topping out at 104 de-
grees in both cities. An ex-
cessive heat watch has been
issued for Wednesday and
Thursday across the An-
telope Valley and its sur-
rounding foothills, as well as
a warning of “dangerously
hot conditions” for the Ap-
ple and Lucerne valleys,
where temperatures may go
as high as 106 degrees.
[See Heat, B4]

- i :
JASON ARMOND Los Angeles Times

SANTA MONICA will be a refuge from the heat this week. While L.A. beaches
stay in the 70s and 80s, temperatures in many other places will soar past 100.

SPORTS ON BACK: Dodgers win but look unconvincing, Dylan Hernandez writes. B10
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Inmates’

[Inmates, from Bi]

bly — found that almost all of
the jails in the state’s 58
counties failed to create poli-
cies to comply with the law.

Since then, more than 50
counties have created poli-
cies. However, the American
Civil Liberties Union of
Northern California has
identified eight cases since
September in Los Angeles,
Monterey and Bay Area jails
of women being denied men-
strual supplies.

“That is not surprising,”
said Assemblymember
Isaac Bryan (D-Los Ange-
les), who authored AB 1810.

Bryan said women have
reported officers withhold-
ing period products as retal-
iation for filing complaints.
Other women say guards
use requests for menstrual
products as a means to co-
erce them into providing
sexual favors.

When asked for com-
ment, a state prison official
said menstrual products are
free and available for all
inmates.

“All incarcerated people
receive free basic supplies
necessary for maintaining
personal hygiene, including
menstrual products,” said
Alia Cruz, a corrections de-
partment  spokesperson.
“Items are readily available
and replenished every week,
or uponrequest.”

The department said it
does not comment on pend-
ing legislation but noted
that inmates can file com-
plaints if they feel they are
not being accommodated.

Bryan’s bill would make
menstrual products acces-
sible for women to take as
needed — without asking
staff. The estimated cost to
the state would be minimal.

The first time Moore got
her period, she was 11 and
living at a school for troubled
youth in Mendocino. She’d
been arrested on felony and
misdemeanor robbery
charges and served her
three-year sentence at the
Catholic reform school in-
stead of a juvenile detention
facility. It was a difficult
place to go through puberty.

“Nobody was talking to
us about our menstrual cy-
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menstrual needs are focus

Luis SINCO Los Angeles Times

A CORRECTIONS OFFICER checks on inmates at California State Prison in Sacramento. The ACLU has
identified eight cases since September of women incarcerated in California being denied menstrual supplies.

cles or sex,” Moore told The
Times. “No one is talking to
us about our bodies at all.
Then you are incarcerated,
and one day you have your
period. That was fairly trau-
matizing.”

At 17, Moore was arrested
again. This time, it was a
second-degree murder
charge for the Killing of her
boyfriend, who abused her,
she said. In1997, she was sen-
tenced to 15 years to life.

As ateenagerin a Califor-
nia prison, her period be-
came amonthly anxiety. She
was given about a dozen
tampons and a dozen pads
each month, though the ex-
act number varied based on
supply and was up to the dis-
cretion of the guards. When
thelaw passedin 2020, ayear
before her release, officers

tried to make it “appear as if
they were available” to the
administration and any out-
side visitors, she said. “But it
was all facade.”

Because ofamedical con-
dition, she experienced long
periods of bleeding that re-
quired more supplies.

“It was happening to a
large majority of the wom-
en,” Moore said. “I couldn’t
say that it was just me.”

After entering the system
as a child, Moore left it be-
hind three years ago. She
now works as a reentry coor-
dinatorat AllofUsorNone, a
nonprofit led by formerly in-
carcerated people.

She remembers clearly
the first time she bought
tampons from Walmart.

“It was almost like a sur-
real experience,” she said. “I

didn’t need to stand there
and be sexualized for getting
a tampon. It took a while for
things like that to sink in.”

The problem is not lim-
ited to state prisons. In Los
Angeles jails, inspections
show that access to men-
strual supplies has been in-
consistent, due to an appar-
ent lack of availability or to
deputies’ unwillingness to
hand out supplies. Two
years ago, the county’s Sybil
Brand Commission re-
ported that people living in
some dorms of the Century
Regional Detention Facility
— the primary women’s jail
— couldn’t get tampons, for
unclear reasons. The follow-
ing year, the commission

found “deputies taking it up-
on themselves to decide if a
woman will get an additional
napkinifshe needsit.”

Since then, inspections
have generally turned up
fewer problems with access
to menstrual supplies —
though commissioners re-
ported that during a visit in
April, one woman said she
had her period and didn’t
know where she would get a
pad for the next day.

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department said in
a statement that it is “com-
mitted to providing free and
easy access to sanitary nap-
kins, panty liners and tam-
pons” so women in custody
“can focus on their rehabili-
tation with dignity.”

Officials said menstrual
products are available in

of bill

common areas in the wom-
en’s jail. But “based on the
challenges” faced by the
most severely mentally ill
inmates living in “high-
observation housing,” those
women have torequest men-
strual supplies.

Over the last decade, at
least two dozen states have
passed legislation to ensure
access to menstrual prod-
ucts, according to the Prison
Flow Project. Maryland,
Delaware and Florida were
among those that passed
measures in 2018, and a few
more states have followed
suit each year since.

Most states make those
free supplies available upon
request. As a result, many
women still face a lack of
access that Michele Deitch,
director of the Prison and
Jail Innovation Lab at the
University of Texas at
Austin, described as “abso-
lutely unacceptable.”

“One of the big problems
in addition to limits on the
supplies is that in many
places they have to request
the supplies — and some-
times have to show their
bloody clothes to an officer
as proof that they need
them,” she said. “Any time
you put women in a position
where they have to request
something from staff, it
makes them vulnerable to
the staff wanting something
in return, including sexual
favors.”

Texas prison officials
said menstrual products are
free for inmates and empha-
sized that they make sure
the items are available.

“Last year, we began a
campaign to educate in-
mates about the availability

of these products,” said
spokeswoman Amanda
Hernandez.

But Kwaneta Harris, a
5l-year-old doing time in a
central Texas prison, said
guards have grilled her
about why someone her age
needs pads and tampons.

“If one more guard says
to me when I ask for them,
‘Ain’t you too old to still be
having a cycle?” It ain’t
gonna be pretty,” she wrote.
“I'm sick of explaining that
perimenopause means hot
flashes AND heavy periods
to guards the same age as
my kids.”
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MARCHERS CARRY a giant rainbow flag down Santa Monica Boulevard on Sunday during the West Holly-
wood Pride Parade. This year, several organizations made a pointed effort to spotlight current political events.

Pride on parade in WeHo

Movement’s social
justice roots are in
the spotlight amid
diversity celebration.

BY JIREH DENG

The sunwas tucked away,
but the cheeks were out Sun-
day at the West Hollywood
Pride Parade as go-go danc-
ers in jockstraps and gay
cowboys in breezy leather
chaps strolled down Santa
Monica Boulevard.

Leading the pack was a
phalanx of queer bikers
ready to rev their engines
down a rainbow-swaddled
corridor in the heart of
Southern California’s iconic
gay haven.

West Hollywood local
Katrina Vinson has been
taking part in the parade for
years as the founder of Pride
Riders, a collective oflesbian
riders. To her, the weekend’s
LGBTQ+ festivities were
about spotlighting inclusiv-
ity.

“WeHo specifically tends
to be a Boystown,” said Vin-
son, speaking of West Holly-
wood’s reputation as pri-
marily a hot spot for affluent
white gay men. “It’s really
important forthere to be vis-
ibility of gay women and
nonbinary [people].”

All along the parade
route, people waved itera-
tions of flags representing
those who are asexual, trans
or lesbian — Mexican flags
with rainbow stripes sig-
naled pride at intersectional
identities.

Local restaurants capi-
talized on the street traffic,
opening their storefronts to
the sidewalk to serve bever-
ages and eats to pedestrians
and their canine compan-
ions. Other businesses used
the parade as an advertising
opportunity.

“Take Pride in your flex-
uality,” read Crunch’s pithy
float as it promoted the fit-
ness franchise.

A film crew took advan-
tage of the setting to shoot a
scene for the biopic “Trust
Me, I'm a Doctor,” about for-

Woman again accused of kidna

Police say 27-year-old
with a mental health
disorder was arrested
after incident in park.

BY KAREN GARCIA

For the second time this
year, a Los Angeles woman
with a mental health disor-
der has been arrested on
suspicion of attempting to
kidnap a child in Koreatown.

Her previous sentencing
for attempted kidnapping
resulted in a diversion pro-
gram foramental health dis-
orderthat the court believed
hadaroleinherinitial crime.

But police say she has
tried another abduction.
L.A. Police Department offi-
cers responded to reports of
a woman approaching chil-
dren about 5 p.m. May 28 at
Seoul International Park in
the 3200 block of San Marino
Street, according to the de-
partment.

Witnesses who spoke to
officers said the woman,
identified as Yara Vanessa

mer Playboy model Anna
Nicole Smith. Abbie Cor-
nish, as Smith, wore a sleek
silver dress and sat atop a
convertible across from co-
star Kal Penn, who plays
Smith’s doctor Sandeep
Kapoor.

Although West Holly-
wood Pride definitely has a
commercial side, Hollywood
resident Tim Armitage said
he’d noticed a shift in recent
years toward a more local
vibe, with a greater focus on
nonprofits and service or-
ganizations.

In 2020, West Hollywood
and L.A. Pride split, result-
ing in two weekend festivals
that have to compete for
headline acts and corporate
sponsorships. With two pa-
rades, there’s more space for
neighborhood groups to
shine.

“It feels a lot more au-
thentic,” said Armitage, a
marketing strategist who
has lived in Los Angeles for
22 years. He identifies as gay
and says parade organizers
have expanded the event’s
scope, better ensuring that
communities under the
LGBTQ+ umbrella are rep-
resented. “It gets better and
better every year.”

But it wasn’t all rainbows
and fun. This year, several
organizations made a
pointed effort to call atten-
tion to current political
eventslocally and globally.

With calls for housingjus-
tice as well as a campaign to
pass the Equal Rights Act —
the social justice roots of
Pride Month were a
throughline amid the joyful
celebration of diversity.

A group of Indigenous
queer people marched in
traditional regalia while
waving a Mexican flag and
prominently displaying a
Palestinian flag on the
bumper of their truck that
said, “Free Palestine.”

“It is our belief that the
Pride festival and the whole
Pride event was a protest it-
self. It was a revolt. And
we’re here and continuing
that spirit of fighting for civil
rights,” said Ozomatli
Xochipilli. He added they
were nearly barred by a pa-

rade official and law enforce-
ment from participating in
the parade because their po-
litical banner reflected sup-
port for Palestinians in the
Israel-Hamas war.

A few dozen protesters
clad in kaffiyehs demon-
strated alongthe sidelines of
the parade, corralled by Los
Angeles County sheriff’s
deputies. “No pride in apart-
heid,” read one sign. Anoth-
erread, “No queer liberation
without Palestinian libera-
tion.”

Despite the peaceful na-
ture of the event, some pa-
radegoers expressed an
undercurrent of fear, citing
political backlash affecting
the transgender community.
Last year during Pride
Month, the Supreme Court
voted 6-3 to affirm the right
of a web designer to refuse
services to same-sex couples
even as states including
Florida and Tennessee con-
sidered laws banning drag
performances.

And in April, The Times
reported bomb threats
against the TransLatin@
Coalition, which provides
services for transgender and
gender-nonconforming Lat-
ino communities.

But that didn't stop
TransLatin@ Coalition,
marking its 15th anniversa-
ry, from celebrating as well
in a quinceafnera-themed
float, where trans women in
bejeweled floor-length
gowns danced to reggaeton
and cumbia.

The organization offers
social services with bilingual
assistance. Training coordi-
nator Bee Curiel says trans-
gender Latinos with lan-
guage barriers face greater
discrimination. “That just
reinforces that our presence
is needed and that our com-
munity members rely on us,”
Curiel said.

The law firm Carpenter
and Zuckerman took a play-
ful jab at current affairs —
hiring drag queens to por-
tray a reimagined Supreme
Court.

“Drag has become arevo-
lutionary act,” said Carlos
Hernandez, a queer trial at-
torney at the firm. Hernan-

h attempt

Los Angeles Police Department

YARA Vanessa Pineda was previously held on suspi-
cion of trying to kidnap a boy at a Target in February.

Pineda, approached several
children, picked them up
andthenlet them go, KTLA-
TV reported.

Pineda, 27, allegedly put
the children down after their
parents confronted her, and
then she fled.

Officers saw Pineda run-
ning down Normandie Ave-
nue and tried to arrest
her, said Jader Chaves, an
LAPD spokesperson. She
resisted, and officers used a
Taser to subdue her, Chaves
said.

The LAPD had arrested
her Feb. 28 on suspicion of
trying to kidnap a young boy
from a Target.

On Feb. 25, Olympic Divi-
sion officers responded to a
report that Pineda allegedly
grabbed a 4-year-old child
from behind and carried him
out of the store, according to
apolicereport.

Pineda allegedly put the
child down after his parents
confronted her outside. The
family told officers they
didn’t know Pineda.

Three days later, officers
in the North Hollywood area
got a call from a person who
saw Pineda and recognized
her from a community alert
issued by police. She was
found and arrested in the at-
tempted kidnapping.

ZOE CRANFILL Los Angeles Times

dez said that inrecent years,
the firm had become in-
creasingly concerned with
the number of transgender
individuals seeking legal
representation after being
targeted by law enforce-
ment.

Meanwhile, the firm
made its political point by
driving a rainbow-painted
Tesla with its Supreme
Court in tow to express soli-
darity with its clients.

Local drag queen
Mylique E. Fawcett was
tasked last year with repre-
senting Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson. This year,
Fawcett was invited back to
portray an orange-colored
Supreme Court justice in a
rainbow pantheon of drag
queen justices. Her pump-
kin-inspired outfit was a
provocative look, complete
with green nail polish, knee-
high stockings, ivy woven
into her ginger wig and a
judge’s gavel.

“We are imagining the
Supreme Court justice that
we deserve and want,” Her-
nandez said.

First-time Pride parade
attendee and high school
sophomore Bumble, a
pseudonym, said she was
amazed by the atmosphere
of acceptance and inclusiv-
ity.

“Ilove drag queens. Ilook
up to them,” said the stu-
dent from L.A.’s Bernstein
High School. Some walked,
others drove to the Pride pa-
rade. But Bumble rode the
bus with their classmate
Thierry, who provided just
their first name. Together
they held a flag covered with
rainbow hearts.

“I was bawling my eyes
out because this is really a
moment for me,” added
Bumble.

Although Bumble pro-
fesses to being loud and
proud at her school, she said
it’s more difficult for class-
mates like Thierry. Not all
families are accepting.

“Ilove being here because
I had never been out before,”
said Thierry, who said they
have struggled to find a way
to freely express their queer
identity. “But now I can.”

On May 21, Pineda was
sentenced to two years of a
mental health diversion pro-
gram. It was unclear from
court records why she was
released sorecently after the
previous arrest.

A court is allowed to
grant a mental health diver-
sion for individuals with a
felony charge if they are di-
agnosed with a mental
health disorder and do not
pose a significant safety risk
iftreated in the community,
according to the California
Department of State
Hospitals. The charges,
however, can’t be murder,
voluntary = manslaughter,
rape or lewd and lascivious
acts with a child under the
age of 14.

The diagnosis can be of
schizophrenia, schizoaffec-
tive disorder or bipolar dis-
order.

Pineda’s diagnosis was
not disclosed in court docu-
ments.

A mental health diver-
sion is granted when the
court deems that a mental
health disorder played arole

in the criminal behavior.

Corral fire
Injures two,
destroys home

Blaze near explosives
testing facility in

San Joaquin County is
mostly contained.

By SUMMER LIN,
JOSEPH SERNA AND
ALEX WIGGLESWORTH

A wildfire that broke out
over the weekend near an
explosives and materials
testing site in San Joaquin
County, forcing residents
to evacuate, injured two
firefighters and destroyed
one home, authorities say.

The Corral fire, which be-
gan Saturday afternoon
near the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory
Site 300, is burning to the
west of Interstate 580. It had
grown to 14,168 acres by Sun-
day night.

The fire was 75% con-
tained as of Monday morn-
ing, the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection said.

Feeding on light, dry
grass, the blaze moved
toward Tracy, a city of about
100,000 east of San Fran-
cisco, and triggered manda-
tory evacuations that were
downgraded to warnings at
6 p.m. Sunday.

“Residents are advised
to remain vigilant and
prepared for potential
changes,” San Joaquin
County’s office of emergency
services said.

One home near the Tracy
Golf & Country Club burned
completely to the ground.
Officials were concerned
about the fire reaching the
new Tracy Hills planned
community, which has a
couple ofhomes so far.

“We had such strong
winds, and this grass fire
was able to spread to more
than 14,000 acres in essen-
tially a day,” said Cecile
Juliette, a spokeswoman for
the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion’s Santa Cruz unit.

On Saturday, Laura
Tosti evacuated with her
family and animals as the
blaze approached her Tracy
home, she told KCRA 3.

Friends and family
showed up at her house with
trucks and trailers to trans-
port Tosti’s livestock.

She was able to return
home Sunday night.

“We feel very blessed for
what we have,” she told the
TV station.

The fire was considered a
threat to the laboratory,
which the Environmental
Protection Agency de-
scribes as a “high-explosives
and materials testing site in
support of nuclear weapons
research,” the Associated
Pressreported Sunday.

The EPA said operations
at the site, which com-
menced in the 1950s, had
“contaminated soil and
groundwater with hazard-
ous chemicals,” and long-
term cleanup is ongoing.

The fire briefly shut down
Interstate 580; all lanes have
reopened.

Local closures remain in
place while crews battle the
blaze.

About 475 Cal Fire per-
sonnel, 45 fire engines, 14
crews and 15 water tenders
have been deployed.

Weather conditions Mon-
day morning were favorable
for fighting the fire. Temper-
atures near the Tracy air-
port were in the low 70s, with
relative humidity in the mid-
50s, according to National
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist Nathan Rick. Winds
were 20 to 25 miles per hour.

But by Tuesday after-
noon, relative humidity is
expected to drop to the low
20s or upper teens.

“That’s when we start to
get a little more concerned
with fire weather potential,”
Rick said.

Grass fires are common
at this time of year in North-
ern California.

Grasses tend to be fully
cured or dried out by May or
June, according to Craig
Clements, professor and
chair of the department of
meteorology and climate
science and director of the
Wildfire Interdisciplinary
Research Center at San José
State University.

The Corral fire occurred
during relatively cool, moist
conditions, carried by a
strong sea breeze through
the Altamont Pass, east of
Livermore, and was stoked
by dry grasses and strong
winds, Clements noted.

“With that amount of
wind, fires can spread really
quickly,” he said.

KENT PORTER Associated Press

THE CORRAL FIRE burns through a home Sat-
urday west of the San Joaquin County city of Tracy.

Shark attacks
swimmer; beach

in Del Mar closed

Man, 46, suffers torso,
arm and hand injuries
not expected to be
life-threatening.

By MARISA GERBER

A 46-year-old man — a
member of a group of ocean
swimmers who regularly
train in the waters north of
San Diego — was attacked
by a shark Sunday morning
in Del Mar, prompting offi-
cials in the beach city to
block water access until lat-
erinthe week.

The attack happened
around 9 a.m. off 17th Street,
city officials said in a
statement.

The victim, who was bit-
tenin the torso, left arm and
hand, was transported to a
hospital, officials said,

where he was being treated
forinjuries they described as
significant but not likely life-
threatening.

After the attack, life-
guards began posting signs
barring swimmers and surf-
ers from getting into the wa-
ter at beaches within one
mile in either direction from
where the incident hap-
pened.

The water closure, offi-
cials said, will stay in effect
until9 a.m. Tuesday.

Last week, surfers and
swimmers were barred
from entering the water
at another beach in
Southern California follow-
ing what officials described
as “aggressive shark behav-
ior.”

In that attack, which
happened over Memorial
Day weekend in San Clem-
ente, a shark knocked
a surfer from their board.
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High temperatures ahead

[Heat, from B1]

National Weather Serv-
ice officials are focused on
the serious and potentially
deadly health effects from
extreme heat, especially for
vulnerable populations,
such as elderly people or
pregnant women. The
weather service reminds
residents in these hot spots
to stay hydrated, avoid the
sun and the heat of the day
and use air conditioning.

The heat is also expected
to bring elevated fire condi-

tions across the state.

This past weekend, the
Golden State probably saw
its busiest fire activity so far
this year, with a 14,000-acre
blaze in San Joaquin County
that temporarily forced
evacuations.

Several other small fires
popped up across the state,
including two vegetation
fires in Santa Barbara
County and one in Riverside
County.

The most extreme heat
this week is expected near
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John Lawrence
Callaghan

John Lawrence Callaghan
passed away peacefully in his
sleep on May 29th, 2024.

Born August 2nd, 1930,
in Liverpool, England, to
Florence and John Callaghan,
he was a lifelong Catholic de-
voted to his faith and family.
He touched countless lives as
a renowned educator, men-
tor, sportsman, and friend.

John completed his
primary school years at St.
Mary’s College before serv-
ing in the Royal Air Force. He
continued his education at
Loughborough University
and later began his teaching
career at Ratcliffe College.
John would go on to
receive honorary doctorate
degrees from London and
Loughborough Universities.
Eventually life led him west
in 1965, where John pursued
his PhD at the University of
Southern California. In 1977,
Los Angeles became his
home.

In total, John spent 67
years in education, includ-
ing 48 years at USC, over
half of which he also served
as the University Marshall.
His impact was felt by the
thousands of students who
passed through his office and
classroom.

John's love of sport began
atan early age and ultimately
took him places all across the
globe. After retiring from
rugby, soccer, and cricket,
golf and tennis became his
mainstays.

John's entire life changed
when he met Mary Elizabeth
Shea, fittingly at the Los
Angeles Country Club, in
1971. Love quickly ensued,
and 4 years later, they were
married. Upon welcoming
their 4 children, John loved
nothing more than to be with
his family; he spent countless
hours on a field, in a gym, or
on a court with them. To him,
family was the ultimate.

John leaves behind his
most cherished wife of 48
years, Mary Elizabeth; his four
children, Kate Gorr (Robb),
Anne Hickey (Kevin), John
(Christina), and Peter (Taylor);
his twelve grandchildren; and
his sister, Betty. He is prede-
ceased by his sister, Josie, and
his brother, Peter (Sheila).

A funeral mass will be held
on June 12th, at 10am, at St.
Brendan Catholic Church, Los
Angeles.

Please consider Loyola
High School’s Innovation
Initiatives (https://www.
loyolahs.edu/giving/) and
Augie’s Quest to Cure ALS
(https://augiesquest.org/) in
John’s memory.

Lawrence Mann
June 6, 1927 -
May 27, 2024

Lawrence Mann was born
in New York, coming to
California at the age of 13. He
attended Fairfax High School,
and got his bachelor’s degree
at UC Berkeley, interrupting
his college studies for service
in the Navy. Larry graduated
college and married in 1948,
followed by a successful
career in life insurance.
Larry and Carol had three
children, Susie (David), Kathy
and Marcy. They were also
blessed with grandchildren
Judith, Daniel, Robert, Henry,
Anthony and Edward, as well
as three great grandchildren.

The year that was

Although a primitive, two-color
process was first used in
1922,  audiences  weren't
impressed by  Technicolor
untl a three-color system
appeared in “Becky Sharp.”

SheldonE

Weisberg
Sheldon Weisberg was
born on February 13,1932 in
Chicago, lllinois and peace-
fully passed away at his home
in Rancho Mirage on May
29, 2024. All of his friends
called him “Shelly” He went
to school only a few blocks
away from Wrigley Field. It
was befitting he became a
lifelong fan and student of
baseball (luckily changing his
allegiance from the Cubs to

the Dodgers in 1960).

He served as an MP in
the US Army Air Force in
Monterey, California and
later at the Presidio. He fell in
love with the state, attending
the University of Southern
California thereafter. His
obsession with the Lakers
and USCTrojans football team
began there and continued
for the rest of his life. It was
in Southern California that
Shelly met Barbara, the love
of his life, and they were mar-
ried June 29, 1958. Together,
they raised three children,
traveled the world, and spent
time with their friends.

Shelly was a successful
entrepreneur, founding sev-
eral apparel manufacturing
companies. Although driven
by his strong work ethic,
nothing made him happier
than spending time with his
family, exploring new parts
of the world, and watching
sporting events with his fam-
ily. The 2012 and 2014 Stanley
Cup wins by the LA Kings
were among his highlights.

Shelly never let technology
pass him by. He was talented
with the computer and was
an avid photographer. His
favorite subjects of photos
were his family and friends.
Shelly was a trumpet player
in his youth and remained a
music lover of every genre.
He passed the joy of music
on to his family. Shelly will
always be remembered for
his kindness. He did not care
where a person came from or
their social status. Everyone
was equal in his eyes and he
was an optimist to the core.
He was a generous soul. He
always had a genuine smile
to share and time to listen to
a stranger’s story. To know
Shelly was to love him. His
loyalty to his family and
friends was one of his most
enduring traits.

Shelly leaves behind
Barbara, his wife of 65 years,
his daughter Tammy, his
sons Michael (Betsy) and
Gregg (Samantha), and his
grandchildren Gabriella, Jack,
Hank, Wolf and Gustav, all of
whom he loved and touched
deeply. Shelly is also survived
by his dog Kobe who made
him smile every day. Shelly
was preceded in death by his
mother Fay, his father Mike,
and his sister Anita.

Memorial services for
Shelly will be held at Hillside
Memorial Park on June 5,
2024 at noon. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests a
donation be made in Shelly’s
memory to the charity of
your choice. We recommend:
Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles.

In Memoriam

Rita La Fountaine
June 4,1933 - October 19, 2010
IN LOVING MEMORY

California’s border with Ne-
vada, where an excessive
heat warning will be in effect
from Wednesday through
Friday, with dangerously hot
temperatures. Forecasters
warned of highs hitting 115
degrees around Lake Mead
and Lake Havasu City, 114
degrees in Las Vegas and up
to 120 degrees in Death Val-
ley.

“Astheheatbuilds day by
day there will be little relief
during the overnights, espe-
cially within the Las Vegas
valley and Death Valley Na-
tional Park,” the warning
said.

The excessive heat
warning will also be in effect
across the Mojave Desert on
Wednesday and Thursday,
where “dangerously hot con-
ditions” are expected to
bring highs between 96 and
106 degrees. In the San
Joaquin Valley and lower Si-
erra Nevada foothills, highs
are forecast to top out be-
tween 103 and 108 degrees.

In Northern California,

ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times

PADDLEBOARDING in Newport Beach will be one way to stay cool this week.

the heat wave is expected to
hit even sooner, with heat
warnings going into effect
Tuesday morning, including
across the Sacramento and
San Joaquin valleys and the
Sierra foothills, where warn-
ings of excessive heat have
been issued. The mercury
there is forecast to reach 95
to 108 degrees, with “limited
overnight relief, with low
[nighttime] temperatures in
the 60s tomid 70s,” the warn-
ing said.

Across inland North and
East Bay and the Sonoma
County mountains, highs

are expected to reach nearly
100 degrees Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday,
with nighttime tempera-
tures dropping only into the
60s and 70s, according to the
heat advisory issued for that
region.

“There is a moderate to
high risk for those who are
heat sensitive, especially
those without effective cool-
ing or adequate hydration,”
the National Weather Serv-
ice Bay Area warned.

The widespread warm-
ing will also increase
snowmelt, raising concerns

about cold, fast-moving
waterways across the state,
creating what the weather
service warned could be “po-
tentially dangerous condi-
tions for those seeking relief
inrivers and lakes.”

The upper-level high
pressure system driving this
heat wave is expected to
slowly weaken and move
east by the end of the week,
Sirard said.

“By Friday, temperatures
do start to cool down a little
bit,” Sirard said. “We are ex-
pecting a gradual cool-down
through the weekend.”

State lawmakers aim to shield stonecutters

[Stonecutters, from Bi]
trolled access in California
to materials that contain
silica,” said Jim Hieb, chief
executive of the Natural
Stone Institute, an industry
group. “This means anyone
can purchase materials and
allow any contractor to fab-
ricate them” — cutting and
polishing a slab for counter-
top installation — “without
regulatory control.”

That could change if
state lawmakers pass AB
3043, a bill that would estab-
lish a licensing system for
businesses that cut and pol-
ish slabs ofengineered or na-
tural stone.

Under the bill, no busi-
ness could legally do stone
“fabrication” work in Califor-
nia without such a state li-
cense. To obtain one, shops
would need to show they
were following state require-
ments for workplace safety
and ensure employees were
trained in protective mea-
sures. The billwould also bar
suppliers from providing
slabs to unlicensed cutters.

In addition, AB 3043
would prohibit such shops
from cutting slabs without
using “wet methods” to
tamp down dust. Emer-
gency rules adopted in De-
cember by state regulators
already require such sys-
tems whenever risky work is
being performed, but As-
semblymember Luz Rivas
(D-North Hollywood) ar-
gued that banning “dry cut-
ting” in state law would
strengthen the rules.

Working in this industry
should not be “a death sen-
tence,” said Rivas, who in-

troduced the bill.

The bill would also re-
quire Cal/OSHA to start
publicly reporting on its
website on any orders pro-
hibiting activities at stone-
cutting shops in the previ-
ous year, as well as mandate
reports to lawmakers about
which parts of the state have
the highest numbers of vio-
lations and how many li-
censes have been issued.

The legislation was spon-
sored by the State Building
and Construction Trades
Council and is also backed
by the American Lung Assn.
in California and the West-
ern Occupational & Envi-
ronmental Medical Assn.

The hope is that as many
stonecutting businesses
step forward and get li-
censed, Cal/OSHA “may be
able to shine a light on the
parts of the industry they
know about that haven’t reg-
istered” and “target their re-
sources,” said Jeremy
Smith, chief of staff for the
State Building and Con-
struction Trades Council.

Business groups had
bristled at an earlier version
ofthe bill that imposed wage
requirements, which were
later stripped from the pro-
posal. The Silica Safety Co-
alition, an industry group
that argues silicosis can be
prevented with the use of
safety measures, said it was
now backing the bill. So is
the Natural Stone Institute.

“Careful implementation
of the licensure program
registration, coupled with
strict monitoring and en-
forcement will be critical to
the success ofthis program,”

Hieb said in an email.

Enforcement has been a
serious question in the face
of high vacancy rates at Cal/
OSHA. Even knowing how
many stone fabrication
shops exist has been a chal-
lenge for state regulators: At
a UCLA conference in May, a
California Department of
Public Health official esti-
mated there were more than
900 stonecutting shops
across the state. In another
presentation that same
morning, Hieb said his
group pegged the figure
around 3,000.

Whenever a state bill in-
volves Cal/OSHA, “that is in
the back of everybody’s
mind. ... Are they going to
have the wherewithal to
really do what we want this
bill to do?” Smith said.

Funding could be a prob-
lem: Under the bill, any
stonecutting shops seeking
a license would need to pay
fees — $650 in total for an ini-
tial application, $450 for are-
newal — which would go into
a state fund used to enforce
therules. AB 3043 would also
require stonecutting busi-
nesses to bear the costs of
training workers.

But an Assembly Appro-
priations Committee analy-
sis concluded that fees and
possible penalties under the
bill were unlikely to cover the
costs oftheregulatory struc-
ture set out by AB 3043, po-
tentially requiring other
funding from the state as it
grapples with a yawning
deficit. Rivas said she and
other lawmakers are still as-
sessing the fees needed to
support rigorous enforce-

ment.

Among those who have
questioned the billis Assem-
blymember Diane Dixon (R-
Newport Beach), who voted
against AB 3043 in commit-
tee. In a statement, Dixon
said among her concerns
was that “the worker train-
ing requirements in this bill
are largely duplicative of ex-
isting training requirements
under Cal/OSHA regula-
tions.” Rivas disputed that
argument.

Dr. Robert Blink, past
president of the Western Oc-
cupational & Environmen-
tal Medical Assn., said the
state needs to impose a fee
on every square foot of stone
slab that is sold, “producing
enough money every year to
actually fund the necessary
training, education, regis-
tration, tracking, enforce-
ment and so forth.”

Scofflaw shops will still
try to ignore the rules if AB
3043 passes, he said. “If there
is enough energy addressed
to reining them in ... then it
will help alot,” Blink said.

Rivas said that she would
have tried to ban engineered
stone — adecision soon to go
into effect in Australia — if
she thought such a bill
would have a chance at pass-
ing. In Australia, workplace
safety regulators concluded
that “the only way to ensure
that another generation of
Australian workers do not
contract silicosis from such
work is to prohibit its use”
entirely.

Short of such a ban, Ri-
vas said, “we’re trying to cre-
ate a way that workers will
be safe.”

UC again fails to get injunction; strike expands

[Strike, from Bi]

bara and UC San Diego and
is scheduled to spread
Wednesday to UC Irvine.

“By direction of the
board, the request for in-
junctive relief in the above-
entitled matter is denied
without prejudice, sufficient
grounds therefore not hav-
ing been demonstrated,”
wrote J. Felix De La Torre,
general counsel for the em-
ployment board, announc-
ing Monday’s decision to
both parties.

United Auto Workers Lo-
cal 4811 represents 48,000
graduate teaching assist-
ants, researchers and other
academic workers at UC’s
10 campuses and the
Lawrence Berkeley Labora-
tory.

Unionized workers lead
discussion groups, grade pa-
pers, conduct research and
administer exams, among
otherresponsibilities.

The ruling does not settle
the question of whether the
strike is legal. This broader
issue will be settled through
a slower process that would
probably outlast the strike.
The two sides also are in me-
diation, which has the po-
tential to end the strike,
through a settlement, prior
to its scheduled conclusion
on June 30.

In a statement Monday,
UC’s vice president of labor
relations expressed disap-
pointment that the strike
would go on. The statement
said UC would shift its legal
fight to state court.

“We are disappointed
that the state agency dedi-
cated to the oversight of
public employment could
not take decisive and imme-
diate action to end this un-
lawful strike — a decision
that harms UC’s students
who are nearing the end of
their academic year,” said

Melissa Matella, UC’s asso-
ciate vice president for sys-
temwide labor relations.

“Now that UC has ex-
hausted the PERB process
for injunctive relief, UC will
move to state court and is
hopeful for quick and deci-
sive action so that our stu-
dents can end their quarter
with their focus on academ-
ics,” Matella said.

Union President Rafael
Jaime said in a statement
that the state labor board
“has once again upheld the
law. It’s time for UC to face
reality.”

“We said last week that if
UC did not make progress in
addressing the serious un-
fair labor practices, as many
as three more campuses
could be called to stand up.
UC instead chose another
week of legal saber-rattling,”
Jaime said, adding that offi-
cials should “stop wasting
time and publicresources on
legal maneuvers. We stand
ready to reach resolution —
where is UC?”

On May 23, the labor
board issued a complaint
against the union based on
UC’s allegation that the
walkout is illegal because of
a “no strike” clause in the
union’s contract. The com-
plaint sets in motion a proc-
ess under which both sides
will make their case. The
complaint indicates the la-
bor board’s view that, if the
facts presented by UC are
shown to be accurate, then
the strike could be ruled il-
legal.

But this is a slow-moving
deliberation — both sides
have until mid-June to sub-
mit paperwork.

The university had
sought a quickerroute, seek-
ing an injunction to halt the
strike, saying the walkout
was causing harm “that can
never be undone.”

“At just UC Santa Cruz,
UCLA and UC Davis, over
9,000 UAW members teach
over 5,130 ... undergraduate
classes, seminars, discus-
sion sections, and labora-
tory sections. These classes
have literally hundreds of
thousands of students
enrolled in them — students
who have paid tuition for a
full quarter’s worth of in-
struction, and in many cases
whose grades and academic
futures rely on the complet-
ing [of] their courses,” UC
said in its filing requesting
the injunction.

John Logan, a professor
in the department of labor
and employment studies at
San Francisco State Uni-
versity, said the labor
board’s decision will put UC
officials “underintense pres-
sure — both from within the
university and external po-
litical pressure — to negoti-
ate with the union to end the
strike.”

UAW 4811 went on strike
last month after alleging its
members’ free speech rights
were violated by UC’s ac-
tions during pro-Palestinian
protests and encampment
crackdowns, among other
charges.

Police on Friday morning
entered the UC Santa Cruz
campus, ordering protesters
to disperse. Such police ac-
tions at other campuses
have been a basis for the
union’s claims that workers’
rights have been violated —
and that these alleged viola-
tions amount to an unfair la-
bor practice, providing legal
justification for the current
walkout.

As with any strike, the
purpose has been to apply
pressure on the institution
by disrupting business as
usual. In the view of UAW
4811, the work stoppage is a
standard, legally protected

union activity.

Also on May 23, the
state’s labor board — which
oversees labor-manage-
ment relations and actions
—ruled that the strike could
continue, while also allowing
the university to submit ad-
ditional evidence in an at-
tempt to meet the high legal
standard necessary for out-
side intervention.

The strikerslay blame for
disruptions on the uni-
versity for events leading up
tothe strikeaswellasthe de-
layinits resolution.

Whereas unions typically
strike over pay and benefits,
this walkout has been far dif-
ferent because of the inter-
twining of political issues be-
yond standard contract
matters.

Academic workers on
strike at UCLA, UC Davis
and UC Santa Cruz chanted
last week about “workers’
rights under attack,” refer-
ring to pro-Palestinian
union members who were
arrested and suspended af-
ter recent protests. Some on
the picket line wore kaf-
fiyehs, traditional scarves
used to express solidarity
with Palestinians.

Others waved Palestin-
ian flags, shouting “free Pal-
estine,” and pressed union
demands that UC divest
from ties to Israel and the
war in Gaza and grant all
protesters amnesty from
campus discipline.

Anotheruniondemandis
for the researchers it repre-
sents to receive transitional
funding so they can opt out
from “funding sources tied
to the military or oppression
of Palestinians.” That would
include those working for
departments that were giv-
en portions of the $333 mil-
lion UC received last year
from the Department of
Defense.
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A focus on journalism

[Downey, from Bi]
ondary education, Rani
Bertsch. “I began working in
Downey Unified in 1994 and
we already had well-estab-
lished journalism courses at
the middle and high school
level.”

The district’s journalism
offerings have evolved with
the times and with the goal
of preparing young people
for 21st century careers.

Middle schools in Down-
ey Unified now offer courses
and training in advanced
journalism, video produc-
tion, digital photography,
and even podcasting. These
courses feed directly into
what the district calls Ca-
reer Technical Education
Pathways, a program that
enables high school stu-
dents to earn college credit
through dual enrollment
with Cerritos College and
Cal State Long Beach. High
School students who are in-
terested in pursuing a career
in journalism also have the
option to take electives such
as advanced journalism and
newspaper — classes that
come with opportunities to
develop real-world experi-
ence.

In October, when SoFi
Stadium hosted its first high
school football game be-
tween rivals Downey and
Warren high schools, Down-
ey Legend reporters were in
the press box and on the
sidelines alongside profes-
sional journalists. Prior to
the game, students attended
the mandatory meeting for
the media. Downey Legend
staff members also have the
opportunity to contribute to
the local newspaper, the
Downey Patriot. For those
more interested in the com-
munications side of the in-
dustry, the district offers a
summer internship that al-
lows students to shadow
public relations profession-
als.

Ofthe 30 orso studentsin
newspaper advisor Michelle
Napoli’s journalism class
this year, almost all of them
are Latino and, more specif-
ically, Latinas. To attend
school in Downey, many
come from working-class
communities, including
Compton, South Gate and
Paramount. Overwhelm-
ingly, the students’ parents
are immigrants, or first gen-
eration, and they prioritize
the schooling their children
receive in Downey, which
has an education budget
that far outpaces others in
southeast L.A. County.

The backgrounds and
demographics of the Down-
ey Legend staff are entirely
unlike those of newsrooms
nationwide. Once a blue-col-
lar trade, journalism now
draws disproportionately
from affluent families. In
English-language news-
rooms across the United

States, Latinos remain
largely absent. In fact, there
are severe disparities in Lat-
inorepresentation across all
sectors of journalism, in-
cluding broadcast news, ca-
ble news, print newspapers
and digital news sites.

But while the number of
Latinos in the media indus-
try has remained stagnant,
growing just 1% between 2010
and 2019, the city of Downey
has spent years quietly im-
plementing journalism in-
frastructure that has the po-
tential to change the face of
local reporting and serve as
a model for school districts
nationwide.

Cohesive learning
experiences

Trustinjournalismisata
record low and media litera-
cy — or the ability to criti-
cally analyze and evaluate
information — is also se-
verely lacking.

This was evidenced by
successful online misinfor-
mation and disinformation
campaigns that targeted
Latino communities and
contributed to warped per-
ceptions of the election and
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Downey Unified did not in-
tentionally set out to rectify
larger societal problems, but
its focus on journalism effec-
tively provides the young
Latinos who make up a ma-
jority of the student body
with training in medialitera-
¢y, a sense of social responsi-
bility and a career path for
entering the field.

Elementary schools in
Downey Unified are now
part of this pipeline, and the
training can start as early as
first grade.

Downey Unified is home
to eight of Apple’s Distin-
guished Schools, chosen by
the company for their inno-
vative implementation of
Apple technologies that en-
hance student learning.

Every elementary and
middle school student in the
district receives aniPad, and
each elementary school of-
fers journalism training
through “innovation labs”
that allow schools to host
weekly news presentations.

Allison Box has been a
school principal in Downey
Unified for 12 years, seven of
which were spent at Lewis
Elementary School, one of
the first schools in the dis-
trict that transitioned a ba-
sic computer lab into an in-
novation lab using funds
from a grant.

Initially, the school devel-
oped a student tech squad
and the lab was intended to
focus on engineering and de-
sign. Teacher Susan Fisher
had the idea to expand the
focus to media, using the
technology available to
teach Lewis students re-
search and reporting skills.

Metro train hits,
kills pedestrian

A man is struck while
walking across the
tracks near Vernon
Station last week.

By LiLA SEIDMAN

A pedestrian was struck
and killed by a Metro light
rail train Friday afternoon in
South Los Angeles, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Fire
Department.

The incident happened
around 1:45 p.m. near the
above-ground Vernon Sta-
tion, where twin tracks run
alongside Long Beach Ave-
nue, according to the Fire
Department.

The person was walking
across the tracks and hit by
a southbound Metro A Line
train near the station, ac-
cording to the L.A. County
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority.

“Metro extends its heart-
felt condolences to the de-
ceased’s family and friends,”
said Dave Sotero, a spokes-
person for Metro.

The pedestrian appeared
to be an adult male, LAFD
spokesman Brian Hum-
phrey said.

When firefighters ar-
rived, they found the man
fully underneath the train
but not trapped or pinned
down by the understructure,
Humphrey said.

“The firefighters actually
crawled beneath the very
narrow area beneath the
train to discreetly, and in a
dignified manner, make the
removal of remains,”
Humphrey said.

The man was declared
dead at the scene, he said.

A spokesperson for the
L.A. County medical exam-
iner said the case had not
beenreported to the office as
of Friday afternoon.

There were 42 passen-
gers aboard the three-car-
riage train, according to the
LAFD. None were injured.

A video posted by the
LAFD on X shows a helicop-
ter flying overhead as emer-
gency personnel worked the
scene. Onlookers peer over
yellow police tape.

Vernon Station was
closed Friday, with trains
bypassing the station. Metro
officials said the agency
would be implementing a
bus bridge between Wash-
ington and Slauson stations
until further notice.

Metrourged people to ob-
serve rail safety guidance.

“Pedestrians and vehi-
cles should only cross tracks
at marked crossings with
signals to help ensure safe
passage,” Sotero said.

The Los Angeles Police
Department is investigating
the incident.

The death is the latest
tragedy for the beleaguered
Metro transit system, which
has experienced a series of
recent attacks on buses and
trains, including stabbings,
killings and fights among
passengers and drivers.

L.A. Mayor Karen Bass
recently announced that
police patrols were being
increased and that Metro
was trying to improve
the system in anticipation
of the 2028 Summer
Olympics, including using
transit ambassadors to
assist riders, adding transit
security officers and
cleaning certain stations
more often.

According to Box, Lewis
became the first elementary
school in the district with a
floor-to-ceiling green screen,
used by the student news an-
chors who broadcast the
morning announcements.

“What we’ve tried to do is
leverage technology tools to
lead to deeper understand-
ing and learning,” Box said.
“And ultimately kids be-
come the designers of their
own innovative learning ex-
periences.”

Children who aren’t in-
terested in being in front of
the camera have the oppor-
tunity to learn about script
writing, sound engineering,
lighting and other behind-
the-scenes skills that bring
broadcast journalism to life.

The Lewis News Team, as
it’s known, is an offshoot of
the tech squad, and Lewis’
current principal, Tami
Francis, says the program is
the most sought-after at the
school.

Around 80 students ap-
plyeachyeartojointhe news
team, many of whom goonto
middle schools in the dis-
trict where they can contin-
ue to build on their journal-
ism skKills.

“In Downey Unified,
we’re striving to create cohe-
sive K-12 learning experi-
ences, and with journalism,
there is now a pathway for
students to continue work-
ing on these skills through
high school and beyond,”
Francis said.

“It’s important that this
is a districtwide initiative so
that every student in our dis-
trict receives the same op-
portunities.”

Children from out of town
also benefit from the dis-
trict’s journalism offerings.
South Gate resident Andres
Campos is a seventh-grader
at Sussman Middle School,
where he said an introduc-
tion to journalism class with
teacher Steve Schmaltz
sparked his interest in the
behind-the-scenes work of
broadcast journalism. Now,
Campos works with his best
friend and fellow South Gate
resident Jeffrey Aceves, 13, to
create graphics, oversee the

JILL CONNELLY For De Los

STUDENTS, from left, Mia Ellingson, Isabelle Elaine
Gudiel and Zinadin Rosales prepare for a podcast.

soundboard and perform
other tasks associated with
the school’s daily news
broadcast.

Campos was initially
drawn to Sussman’s journal-
ism offerings because of his
interest in technology. Now
at 13, he’s considering a fu-
ture in journalism. He al-
ready plans to take photo-
journalism classes when he
attends Downey High
School.

The news airs in Suss-
man classrooms three times
aweek and Schmaltz said he
relies on the broadcast jour-
nalism students to deliver.
That seems to inspire confi-
dence in Aceves, Campos
and other students.

“Mr. Schmaltz told us
this was more of a job than a
class and that’s why I really
wanted to join,” Aceves said.
“I like the feeling of having
this job ... and these types of
classes prepare us for the fu-
ture.”

Campos said he feels
lucky to attend school in
Downey because he knows
other school districts, in-
cluding the one where he
lives, do not offer the kinds of
courses or provide the same
access to technology that
Sussman does.

“We have what a lot of
otherkids don’t have,” Cam-
pos said.

“My parents are actually
really happy that I'm in this
class because they know
thatIlikeit and thatIamdo-
ing good in journalism and
that it’s giving me a lot of
confidence in myself.”

‘My community
is rooting for me’

It’'snot hard to find exam-
ples of former Downey pub-
lic school students who are
now pursuing journalism as
a career. But some, such as
Clarissa Arceo, describe
leaving the city’s predomi-
nantly Latino student news-
rooms as a bit of a rude
awakening.

Arceo is first generation
and grew up in Huntington
Park before moving to
Downey when she was 13, a
transition that paved her
path to photojournalism.
She jokes that she grew up
“freelancing” — as a second-
grader, she would write orig-
inal stories and sell them to
classmates for 50 cents.

But her early love of writ-
ing and interest in photogra-
phy felt like dead ends, she
said. As a child, she had no
outlet for her interests and
because she never saw Lat-
ina reporters and no one in
her family did journalism
work, she also had no under-
standing of how she could
earn a living pursuing her
passions. As a teenager,
Arceo left Catholic school to
attend Downey High, where
she met teacher and Down-
ey Legend advisor Napoli.
Arceo credits Napoli with
changing her life by intro-
ducing her to photojournal-
ism and bringing her onto
the staff of the school paper.

In 2020, during her senior
year, Arceo interned for the
local publication Downey
Latino News and founded

the storytelling project JUN-
TOS L.A., which highlights
immigrant community
members. After graduating
from high school, Arceo
went on to Cerritos College,
where shebecame areporter
and community editor for
the school newspaper, Talon
Marks. She soon transferred
to UC Berkeley and served
as the deputy photo editor
for the Daily Californian be-
fore graduating in Decem-
ber with a degree in media
and journalism.

The 22-year-old went on
to participate in a study
abroad program in Mexico
and is now considering grad
school, but said she some-
times struggles with insecu-
rities about entering such an
unstable industry — one
where Latinos remain so un-
derrepresented. Unlike her
journalism experience in
southeast L.A. County,
where she was one of many
Latina student reporters,
Arceo has found herself in
classrooms and newsrooms
where she was the only one.

“Of course I worry some-
times, like what ifI don’t find
my place or what ifthere’s no
room for me in journalism,”
Arceo said. “But I push my-
self through it and I focus on
my goal of doing work that
brings awareness to under-
represented and margin-
alized communities — espe-
cially those from immigrant
backgrounds.”

When visiting family back
home in southeast L.A.
County, Arceo often returns
to the warm embrace of
Downey High School to
speak to Napoli’s journalism
students. Arceo said it’s a
good reminder of where she
comes from and why becom-
ing a professional journalist
is something worth fighting
for.

“Not everyone gets to
grow up in a strong Latino
community that has all of
this journalism infrastruc-
ture,” Arceo said. “I want to
keep making the most of it
because when I come back, I
still feel the support and like
my community is rooting for
me. It’s a big piece of who I
am, it sort of defines me. I
will always carry this com-
munity with me and I want
to carry it with me in my re-
porting.”
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INFORMATION
WELFARE-TO-WORK
VOCATIONAL
INTERMEDIARY
AND
DIRECT SERVICES
The County of Los
Angeles' Department of
Public Social Services
(DPSS) is issuing this
Request for Information
(RFI) to gather relevant
information from service
providers and
determine the extent of
interest from qualified
agencies in engaging
and providing
workforce readiness and
subsidized employment
activities such as Paid
Work Experience, On-
the-Job Training,
Classroom Training,
Blueprint Classes, and
other services to the
County's California Work
Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids
(CalWORKs) Welfare-to-
Work,  non-CalWORKs
refugees, CalFresh
Employment and
Training,  Skills  and
Training to Achieve
Readiness for Tomorrow
participants and eligible

Transitional Age Youth.

The RFI is targeted for
release on or about June
3, 2024. The RFI will be
posted and available for
downloading on the
Doing Business with Los
Angeles County
Solicitations website at:

http://camisvr.co.la.ca.u
s/ lacobids/

The RFI will also be
posted on the DPSS
website at:

JUNUSILE

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

MMMYO
LX)

VRRIE
O O
PCNOOH

(X |

RAOFDF

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app * Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

f

to get tickets for =
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THEY DIDN'T HAVE AN AGENDA
WHEN VISITING ITALY’S CAPITAL
\SO THAT THEY COULD JUST ---

)JEHOON

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

tieeee
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GUPPY

Jumbles: JOIST

Yesterday’s Answer:

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

9020000
N\ N AN AN AN A

(Answers tomorrow)
UNWISE EIGHTY

The young canine campers were having fun

setting up their — PUP TENTS

CNS-3813115#

Legal Notices

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
PUBLIC REVIEW AND
PUBLIC HEARING
The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles (HACLA)
has drafted the 2025 Agency
Plan and it will be available
for public review and
comment beginning June
10, 2024 through August 1,
2024. The proposed Plan can
be reviewed at HACLA's
website at
http://www.hacla.org/About-
Us/Public-Documents, and at
the Section 8 satellite offices
in Torrance and Van Nuys,

and at:

Housing Authority of the City
of Los Angeles - Central
Office
2600 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90057
Please note that comments
received after the Public
Hearing  will  not be
considered. Please address
any written communications

to:
Community Engagement
Department
2600 Wilshire Blvd., 3rd floor

Los Angeles, CA 90057
The Public Hearing for the
2025 Draft Agency Plan will
be held:

August 1,2024
At 5:00 p.m.
Los Angeles Convention
Center
Meeting Room 408/410 MR
1201 South Figueroa Street

Los Angeles, CA 90015

6/4/24
CNS-38157044#
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NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Wallace Shimabukuro, an individual

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:

(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
Property Group LLC, a California limited liability
company

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF
ORANGE

700 Civic Center Drive West

Santa Ana, CA 92701

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Jeffrey A. Hacker, Esq.

24307 Magic Mountain Parkway, #246

VALENCIA, CA 91355

(805) 543-0990

Date: (Fecha) 01/22/2024

DAVID H YAMASAKI  Clerk
(Secretario)
A.Burton Deputy
(Adjunto)

You're
connected.

£0s Angeles Times

latimes.com.

You're
connected.

£os Angeles imes

latimes.com.
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THE WEATHER

Today in Southern California

Low clouds and drizzle along the coast: A strong onshore flow will continue today, leading to widespread low
clouds along the coast and through parts of the Inland Empire. There may even be a bit of drizzle at the
beaches early on. High pressure will begin a warming trend over inland areas that will continue through much
ofthe week while low clouds will linger at the beaches.

5-day forecasts

High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

Today in North America

Thunderstorms in much of the Heartland: Hail, isolated tornadoes
and localized damaging wind gusts will be the main risks with thunder-
storms that will develop from Minnesota southward to Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Meanwhile, a high fire risk will cover much of the Southwest.
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L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts
Today 7861 84|63 70|62 78|44 10678
Partly sunny Partly sunny Low clouds clearing Clouds and sun; warm Partly sunny; hot
Wednesday Partly sunny 77/61  Partly sunny 86/61  Partly sunny 70/60  Sunny; warm 82/49  Very hot 112/79
Thursday  Partly sunny 77/63  Clouds, sun 84/62  Mostly cloudy 71/61  Partly sunny 83/49  Very hot 112/82
Friday Clouds to sun 80/63  Afternoon sun 88/64  Mostly cloudy 70/60  Mostly sunny 81/51  Very hot 112/79
Saturday  Partly sunny 78/62  Partly sunny 86/62  Some sunshine  71/62  Not as warm 6942  Hot 108/80
Air quality @ Good O Moderate  Unhealthful for: O Sensitive people @ Al O Not Available Ve s
SANTA VENTURA CO. Santa Clarita South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality 179759 ®/33/5:
BARBARA CO. Santa Paula 90/65 O Hesperia :
Santa 0jai ©  79/60 @) LOS ANGELES CO. 97/59 N
©  SimiValley o Los/Angeles
Barbara 82/58 g3 Chatsworth g . SAN BERNARDINO CO. < 781
68/58 Ventura@  Camarillo °" 80/61 Monrovia
68/58 74/60 8382 pomonar Yucea Valley e oEIPasd
@ e 94/69 ‘ LI
Oxnard © L.A. Downtown Fairp ; San Bernardino
68/59 A © Woodand o e 82/58 (o omarie © k0 ® o Chifluahua ‘s
8¢ Hills O whiti o 101/68 5545
79/60 Whittier |
83/60 ills O O Chino 544444
Santa Monica Hills 85/57 O Riverside 345544
RIVERSIDE CO.
70/62 79/61 O Fullerton 88/59
Surf and sea 7762 .
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO T Santa A O U.S. cities
71/62 anta Ana )
Inner waters: Wind beco_ming Long. 7362 O ORA!\IGE CO. O Hemet Pall.n MONDAY'S EXTREMES FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES
southerly 10-15 knots. Wind waves Beach pNewport (o ITVine 91/59 Springs High 104 in Cotulla, Texas Low 24 in Angel Fire, N.M.
2-4 feet. Mixed swell west 3 feet at 75/63  Beach © 75/61 106/78
8 seconds and south 2 feet at 15 O Mission Viejo
seconds. 70/62 O 76/59 Temecula ) Monday Today ) Monday Today
) ) Laguna O 83/58 City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky | City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky
Surf zone: The risk of strong rip
. Beach ~ san Alban 8 65 -~ 87 62 Su | Seattle 58 51 69 62 47 R
currents is moderate at all area Y :
beaches but low at S.B. count 6961 Clemente Albuquerque %2 59 93 65 Pc | Tampa 9l 75 47 9% T T
b h T y 72/59 SAN DIEGO CO Anchorage 62 47 T 58 47 Pc | Tueson 100 66 - 100 70 Pc
eacnes. Oceanside : Aspen 70 4 - 69 42 P | Tusa 768 70 8 69 T
County Height Period Direction Temp | §un and moon O74s60 pyving %80 x G b | et RS BE
Santa Barbara 1-3 10sec WSW 57 Today's rise/set O Baltimore 85 70 .04 86 67 Su
Ventura 24 10sec WSW 56 Escondido O Ramona Boise %60 38 8 5 su | World
Los Angeles 2-4'  16sec SSW 61 Los Angeles Co. Orange Co. Ventura Co. 78/58 83/57 Boston 76 68 - 67 58 Su | Acapulco 90 % - 88 73 Su
Orange 24 15sec SSW 6l Sun  5:42a/80lp 5:41a/8.00p 5:454/8:06p P Buffalo 79 63 01 8 68 Pc | Amsterdam 62 50 0l 68 53 Sh
SanDiego 24  16sec SW 64 | Moon 400a/6:32p  35%/6:30p  404a/6:37p ORSHaY Burlington, Vt. 8 5 -~ 87 65 Su | Athens B 70 - 9% 71 Su
72/59 Charleston,S.C. 88 67 04 8 71 Pc | Bangkok 9% 8 04 938 Ts
Tides '; - ¥ Charlotte 83 67 I2 82 68 Ts | Barcelona 72 63 - 76 64 Pc
LA, Outer Harbor. i fest fy a1y ; © San Diego Chicago 85 58 87 68 Ts | Berlin 74 57 - 70 54 Pc
-A. Quter Rarbor, In Teet. Cincinnati 80 60 -- 85 67 Ts | Cabo SanLucas 91 70 - 88 70 Su
/61
Today 903 38Hi 2448 -08lo | “"© June 13— June2l ~ June28 - Cleveland 78 61 01 8 6 P | Cairo 9 73 - 101 55 Su
- : - Columbia, S.C. 87 68 .37 8 69 Ts | Dubai 106 8 - 102 88 Su
Wed 98;32 g;:‘i ;ggg i;t‘(’) Almanac Columbus 8% 60 -~ 8 6/ Ts | Dublin 64 54 04 6l 40 Pc
; = - - Monday Downtown readings Dallas/FtWorth 87 69 42 93 75 Pc Havana 9 72 .05 90 74 T
852p 6.8Hi 2:3lp 20Lo Denver 87 50 - 83 58 W | Ho ChiMinh City 97 8 01 97 80 Ts
. Temperature Los Angeles  Fullerton  Ventura* | Precipitati Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura® | petroit 78 60 88 66 Pc | HongKong 84 79 37 2 76 R
UV index High/low 70/57 6760  65/53 | 24-hourtotal (@sof2pm) 000 000 000 | ElPaso 99 75 -~ 99 74 Su | Istanbul 9 70 -~ 90 69 Hz
Minutes to burn for sensitive people Normal high/low 75/60 7761 70/54 | Season total (since Oct. 1) 2215 1659 2476 | Eugene 63 55 51 70 52 Cy | Jerusalem 9% 70 - %2 68 Su
Las Vegas. 10 Phoenix. 10 High/low a year ago 73/58 75/56 65/53 | Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 2803 2135 2697 | FortMyers 93 73 .04 94 76 Ts | Johannesburg 57 43 07 5 38 Su
L Ag I' 10 San i . 10 Record high/date 991879  96/2006  84/1949 | Season norm (Oct. 1to date) 14.17 1173 1599 | Hartford 89 65 - 81 57 Su | KualaLumpur a 77 - 89 77 Ts
05 Angeles, an Francisco, Record low/date 49/1908  54/2011  42/1995 | Humidity (high/low) 93/67 96/70 96/69 | Honolulu 8 74 09 86 74 Sh | Lima 67 60 - 67 60 Su
. . - Houston 90 79 - 9 79 Pc | London 68 55 - 68 48 Cy
California cities* Indianapolis 8 62 - 8 6/ Ts | Madrid 8 5 04 89 60 Hz
Jacksonville, Fla. 88 66 - 89 70 Pc | Mecca 107 8 - 112 86 Su
it 'I‘_|‘.°“L'O ore lT_I‘?daL{J HW"L‘L')' . "l_’l'."“io ore L‘?""L{) HW‘*L‘('; i "l_’l'.""L'O ore I{o'd?g HWeL‘(’J' Kansas City 8 68 01 8 5 T | MexicoCity 90 6l & 6 Su
1y ! p. i ! ity ! p. Ml ! 1ty ! p. Il ! Knoxville 8 63 04 82 66 Ts | Montreal 8 59 T 87 65 Su
Anaheim 73 61 - 79 61 79 61 L.A.D'ntown/USC 70 57 -- 78 61 77 6l San Diego 68 60 - 69 61 68 61 Las Vegas 103 78 - 102 81 Pc | Moscow 79 64 04 74 60 Sh
Avalon/Catalina 66 58 -- 71 61 71 59 LA. Int'l. Airport 67 59 69 61 70 60 San Francisco 70 55 79 59 77 54 | Louisville 87 66 T 85 69 Ts | Mumbai 93 88 .04 9% 84 Ts
Bakersfield 90 65 - 94 75 104 78 Laguna Beach 65 61 69 61 69 62 San Gabriel 74 60 81 62 83 61 | Medford 75 55 24 87 58 Su | New Delhi 11 8 .01 105 8 Hz
Barstow 101 71 102 75 108 79 Lancaster 91 65 98 64 103 69 San Jose 76 57 - 8 64 92 60 Memphis 83 72 16 8 72 Ts | Paris 72 46 - 74 5 Pc
Big Bear Lake 77 40 78 44 82 49 Long Beach 74 62 75 63 75 63 San Luis Obispo 79 57 T 8 60 79 5 Miami 8 76 T 89 78 Ts | Prague 64 55 - 69 51 Pc
Bishop 89 60 9% 59 101 60 Mammoth Lakes 63 42 80 46 83 48 Santa Ana 68 62 -- 73 62 73 62 Milwaukee 76 54 15 82 66 Ts | Rome 73 5 - 76 56 Pc
Burbank 77 59 80 61 84 61 Mission Viejo 72 59 76 59 76 59 Santa Barbara 67 59 68 58 72 57 | Minneapolis 84 63 95 8l 58 Ts | Seoul 8 5 - 83 61 Pc
Camarillo 71 61 7460 74 62 Monrovia 75 59 83 62 86 63 Santa Clarita 84 60 90 65 93 60 | Nashville 89 65 .04 82 70 Ts | Singapore 90 79 .02 88 80 Cy
Chatsworth 79 59 85 62 86 60 Monterey 67 52 72 55 69 52 Santa Monica Pier 67 61 70 62 70 60 | New Orleans 89 77 - 90 77 Ts | Taipei City 79 68 .16 80 71 R
Chino 77 59 85 57 88 60 Mt. Wilson 76 58 66 59 67 60 Santa Paula 73 59 79 60 80 60 New York 86 72 T 76 64 Su | Tokyo 73 63 64 79 63 Sh
Compton 72 61 76 61 76 62 Needles 105 80 106 81 111 83 Santa Rosa 78 55 97 61 97 56 Norfolk 85 69 .05 82 70 Sh | Vancouver 6l 52 41 65 48 R
Dana Point 69 59 70 59 68 60 Newport Beach 67 62 70 62 68 62 Simi Valley 75 59 83 61 85 60 | Oklahoma City 78 64 73 87 67 Pc | Vienna 7461 26 73 56 Sh
Death Valley 109 9% 112 99 117 100 Northridge 79 59 84 61 84 62 Tahoe Valley 65 41 8l 46 82 47 | Omaha 85 62 .01 8l 56 Ts
Del Mar 70 59 64 59 64 61 Oakland 67 53 8l 57 78 55 Temecula 75 55 83 58 86 60 Orlando 9 711 - 92 71 Su Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
Escondido 75 5 - 78 58 78 58 | Oceanside 74 59 74 60 73 62 | ThousandOaks 71 59 78 60 80 59 | Philadelphia 8 71 T 8 66 Su | fosay: Prep precipitation: Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
Eureka 60 46 23 62 51 58 49 | Ojai 73 59 82 58 84 60 | Torrance 67 61 71 62 69 61 | Phoenix 103 77 -~ 104 79 Pc iggﬁﬁ’r rTiZSFhIUi”Ci?';;f’rra”?ns)sﬁgjv{”wsv';izg‘;‘,’vvns'
Fallbrook 72 58 - 77 58 79 59 Ontario 79 59 85 60 83 61 UCLA 68 60 72 61 73 61 Pittsburgh 8l 62 - 87 65 Pc TNt i} !
Fresno 88 62 -~ 94 72 105 74 | PamSprings 105 74 - 106 78 12 79 | VanNuys 79 60 - 84 62 83 62 | Portland,Ore. 64 55 67 67 53 sn | ace Notes:National extremes exclude Alaska
Fullerton 67 60 77 62 77 61 | Pasadena 75 59 80 61 8 62 | Ventura 65 53 68 58 6/ 60 | Providence 83 64 - 73 56 Su | Monday's readings as of 2 p.m.
Hemet 83 55 - 91 59 92 59 Paso Robles 84 53 -- 97 58 99 59 Whittier Hills 74 61 79 61 79 62 Raleigh/Durham 89 69 .10 88 69 Ts
Hesperia 90 54 94 58 96 67 Redding 87 63 T 101 70 107 72 Woodland Hills 79 58 83 60 84 61 | Reno 79 68 T 89 63 Su
Huntington Beach 68 62 70 62 68 61 | Riverside 8156 ~ 8359 91 60 | Wrightwood 78 58 79 59 80 64 | Richmond 8 69 17 8 67 T Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024
Idyllwild 81 6l 84 64 90 64 Sacramento 82 59 103 69 104 63 Yorba Linda 72 58 80 59 81 60 St. Louis 89 71 15 8 72 Ts
Irvine 73 6l 75 61 74 62 | SanBermardino 83 57 91 60 93 60 | YosemiteVally 72 56 88 60 89 54 | SaltLakeCity 75 65 04 73 50 pe @ AccuWeather Get the AccuWeather apf
THE DAY IN SPORTS

JEAN-FRANCOIS BADIAS Associated Press

NOVAK DJOKOVIC, hitting a backhand in his fourth-round match, improved to 40-11 in fifth sets
in his career, though he conceded he was “maybe three or four points away from losing this match.”

Djokovic does it again with latest
five-set comeback win at French

Defending champ reaches
his record 59th Grand Slam
quarterfinal but casts doubt
on being able to continue.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PARIS — Novak Djokovic was
not sure whether he would be able
to play in the French Open
quarterfinals after injuring his
right knee and needing anti-in-
flammatory pills Monday to be
able to finish beating No. 23 Fran-
cisco Cerundolo 6-1, 5-7, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3
in the fourth round at Roland Gar-
ros for his record 370th win in a
Grand Slam match.

Djokovic said he has been bo-
thered by the knee for a couple of
weeks, but it got worse after he
tweaked it early in the second set
Monday. He took a medical time-
out, then was visited a few other
times by a trainer and a doctor.

This was the second consecu-
tive five-set comeback victory that
lasted about 4Y. hours for
Djokovic, who is ranked No. 1 and
the defending champion in Paris.

He is supposed to meet No. 7
seed Casper Ruud in the quarter-
finals Wednesday. Ruud, who
eliminated No. 12 Taylor Fritz in

four sets Monday, lost to Djokovic
in the French Open final last year
and to Rafael Nadal in the 2022 title
match.

“Good thing about the Slam is
that you have a day between that
will allow hopefully the healing
process to happen more efficiently
for me,” Djokovic said. “That’s it. I
don’t know what will happen to-
morrow — or after tomorrow, if I'll
be able to step out on the court and
play. You know, I hope so. Let’s see
what happens.”

Djokovic, the defending cham-
pion at Roland Garros, broke a tie
with Roger Federer for the most
match wins at major tournaments
— and also for the most Slam
quarterfinals for aman by reaching
the 59th of his career.

And the No. l-ranked Djokovic
did it in ways he has so often over
his years of dominance and 24 ma-
jortrophies, both turning around a
contest after trailing and emerging
when the tension is greatest.

This victory means Djokovic is
now 40-11 in fifth sets over his ca-
reer; compare that with Cerundo-
lo’s 1-3 mark, and the outcome
should surprise no one.

“I was,” Djokovic said, “maybe
three or four points away from los-
ing this match.”

For Djokovic, it was the second
consecutive outing that lasted

more than four hours, that he fell
behind 2-1 in sets and that he won
in five. In the third round, he beat
No. 30 Lorenzo Musetti, a 22-year-
old from Italy, finishing Sunday af-
ter 3 a.m. the latest finish in
French Open history.

“How did I find the way to win
again? I don’t know. The only ex-
planation I have is you,” Djokovic
told the crowd. “Thank you.”

The other men’s quarterfinal
Wednesday will be No. 11 Alex de
Minaur against No. 4 Alexander
Zverev, who beat No. 13 Holger
Runeinfive sets.

On Monday, de Minaur de-
feated No. 5 Daniil Medvedev 4-6,
6-2, 6-1, 6-3 to become the first Aus-
tralian man in the French Open
quarterfinals since Lleyton Hewitt
in 2004.

The women’s quarterfinal
matchups established Monday are
No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka vs. un-
seeded Mirra Andreeva, a 17-year-
old Russian, and No. 4 Elena Ry-
bakina vs. No. 12 Jamine Paolini.
Sabalenka won the last two Aus-
tralian Opens, and Rybakina was
the Wimbledon champion in 2022.

Sabalenka beat Emma Navarro
6-2, 6-3, Andreeva defeated Var-
vara Gracheva 7-5, 6-2, Rybakina
was a 6-4, 6-3 winner against Elina
Svitolina, and Paolini came back to
beat Elina Avanesyan 4-6, 6-0, 6-1.

Hall of Fame lineman
Allen dies at age 52

WIRE REPORTS

Larry Allen, one of the most
dominant offensive linemen in the
NFL during a 12-year career spent
mostly with the Dallas Cowboys,
died. He was 52.

Allen died suddenly Sunday
while on vacation with his family in
Mexico, the Cowboys said.

A six-time All-Pro who was in-
ducted into the Pro Football of Hall
of Fame in 2013, Allen always let his
blocking do the talking.

“Larry, known for his great ath-
leticism and incredible strength,
was one of the most respected, ac-
complished offensive linemen to
ever play inthe NFL,” the Cowboys
said Monday. “His versatility and
dependability were also signature
parts ofhis career.”

Allen grew up in Compton and
attended Centennial High his
freshman year before moving to
Northern California.

The Cowboys were coming off
consecutive Super Bowl wins when
in 1994 they drafted Allen, who was
a first-ballot Hall of Fame selec-
tion. He was surrounded by Pro
Bowl offensive linemen but didn’t
take long to get noticed, eventually
making 11 Pro Bowls himself.

ETC.
Vikings, Jefferson
agree to new deal

The Minnesota Vikings and
wide receiver Justin Jefferson
agreed to afour-year extension, the
richest contract in NFL history for
anon-quarterback.

Jefferson will get $110 million
guaranteed inthe deal that's worth
as much as $140 million, with more
than $88 million due at signing.

Kicker Brandon McManus was
released by the Washington Com-
manders, in the aftermath of two
women suing him for sexually as-
saulting them on a trans-Atlantic
flight while he was a player for the
Jacksonville Jaguars.

San Diego Padres infielder Tu-
cupita Marcanoisunderinvestiga-
tion by Major League Baseball for
allegedly betting on baseball and
could be subject to a possible life-
time ban, according to a person fa-

miliar with the probe. ... The Phila-
delphia Phillies put outfielder
Brandon Marsh on the 10-day in-
jured list because of a strained
right hamstring. ... San Francisco
Giants pitcher Blake Snell ap-
pears headed to the injured list for
a second time this season after
leaving Sunday’s start against the
New York Yankees because of left
groin tightness.

Gymnastics superstar Simone
Biles won her ninth U.S. Champi-
onship on Sunday at Fort Worth,
leaving little doubt that at 27 and a
decade-plus into her run atop the
sport, she is as good as ever. Biles
posted a two-day all-around total
of 119.750, nearly six points clear of
runner-up Skye Blakely and show-
ing appears ready to add a second
all-around Olympic gold to go with
the one she won in 2016.

Elijah Hainline hit a three-run
home run for Oregon State in an
11-6 win over UC Irvine to win the
Corvallis Regional and a super re-
gional berth. Kevin Seitter
threw a complete-game four-hitter
and Oregon eliminated No. 14 na-
tional seed UC Santa Barbara with
a 3-0 victory on Sunday night, win-
ning the Santa Barbara Regional.

Skylar Wallace hit two home
runs to lead Florida past Okla-
homa 9-3 in the Women's College
World Series semifinals. The teams
will play Tuesday to determine a
championship series finalist.

Kylian Mbappe signed a five-
year contract to play for Real
Madrid in a union of the sport’s top
talent and its most successful club.
... Atlanta United fired coach Gon-
zalo Pineda, less than 24 hours af-
ter another loss dropped the team
further from playoff contention in
Major League Soccer.

Preakness Stakes winner Seize
the Grey drew post position No. 1
and Kentucky Derby champion
Mystik Dan will start in post No. 3
for the 156th Belmont Stakes that
takes place Saturday at Saratoga
Race Course.

Rugby Football Club Los Ange-
lesused a strong second halfto run
away for a 45-10 win over the Miami
Sharks on Sunday after it was 10-10
at halftime at Dignity Health
Sports Park.
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Rough-and-tumble time for Clark

Indiana star knocked
down but gets up to
face hostile opposing
players and media.

By CHUCK SCHILKEN

Caitlin Clark had abit ofa
rough weekend.

On Sunday, the Indiana
Fever rookie scored the
fewest points and posted the
lowest shooting percentage
of both her I-game WNBA
career and her four-year ca-
reer at Iowa during a blow-
out loss to the New York Lib-
erty.

That came a day after
Clark was knocked to the
court by the Chicago Sky’s
Chennedy Carter with a hip
check away from the ball—a
sequence that appeared to
draw an enthusiastic re-
sponse from SKy rookie An-
gel Reese and later caused
some observers to wonder
when Clark’s teammates will
start sticking up for her.

On the bright side, how-
ever, the Fever did win that
game 71-70 for only their sec-
ond win of the season.

Clark had 11 points while
making 36% of her shots
(four for 11) on a night when
her team made 39% of its
shots while holding Chicago
to 41%.

“I thought earlier this
season if we would have shot
like this, we wouldn’t have
won the game because we
didn’t have that resiliency
and we would have let it af-
fect our defensive play,”
Clark told reporters after
the game. “So just proud of
us, I thought we were really
gritty.”

Clark’s weekend has
sparked a lot of conversa-
tion, including a bizarre rant
by Pat McAfee on his ESPN
show Monday in which he
described Clark using an of-
fensive phrase while trying
to defend her and her status
in the WNBA. He has since
apologized. Here’s arecap:

What happened
between Clark
and Carter?

After making a jumper to
pull the Sky to within 53-49
with 15.8 seconds remaining
in the third quarter, Carter
approached Clark — who
was awaiting the inbound
pass from Fever teammate
Aliyah Boston — and gave
her ahard bump to the hip.

Clark fell to the court on
the play, which was called as
a common foul at the time
but upgraded by the WNBA
to a flagrant-1 violation the
next day.

“I wasn’t expecting it,”
Clark told reporters of the
foul following her team’s
one-point win. “It is what it
is. It’s a physical game. Go
make the free throw and ex-
ecute on offense, and I feel
like that’s kind of what we
did.”

Said Sky coach Teresa
Weatherspoon in a state-
ment on Monday:
“Chennedy got caught up in
the heat of the moment inan
effort to win the game. She
and I have discussed what
happened and that it was
not appropriate, nor is it
what we do or who we are.
Chennedy understands that
there are better ways to han-
dle situations on the court,
and she will learn from this,
aswe all will.”

Who is Carter and

what did she say

about the incident?
Carter was selected

fourth overall by the Atlanta
Dream in the 2020 draft but
was suspended for conduct
detrimental to the team
midway through her second
season and traded to the
Sparks before the 2022 sea-
son. She played 24 games for
Los Angeles and was bench-
ed for poor conduct before
being waived during the fol-
lowing offseason.

After taking a year off
from the WNBA, Carter
joined the Sky this season
and is averaging 12 points,
2.7 rebounds and 2.6 assists
off the bench. Asked by a re-
porter after the game about
her foul on Clark, Carter re-
sponded, “I ain’t answering
no Caitlin Clark questions.”

Carter did have a bit to
say on social media, though.
In response to a Threads
post showing video of her re-
fusal to answer questions
about Clark, Carter wrote,
“& that’s that on that cause
beside three point shooting
what does she bring to the
table man.”

On X, one user posted vi-
deo of the play before Cart-
er’s basket and subsequent
foul on Clark, which appears
to show Clark throwing an
elbow toward Carter and
Sky forward Isabelle Harri-
son in the back during a re-
bound attempt, then ap-
pearing to turn and say
something to Carter. That
post read, “And a little shove
in the back......,” to which
Carterreplied, “yeahthisthe
playlol.”

What’s the story
with Reese, Clark?

The two WNBA rookies
were rivals in college. Their
teams — Clark’s Hawkeyes
and Reese’s Louisiana State
Tigers — played in the 2023
NCAA championship game,

with LSU claiming a 102-85
victory. Late in the game,
Reese was seen waving her
hand and pointing to her
ring finger in front of Clark,
apparently showing the
Iowa star where the champi-
onship ring would go. Clark
reportedly made the same
gesture toward an LSU play-
er earlier in the game.

Earlier this year, Clark
was drafted No. 1 overall by
the Fever, while Reese was
taken by the Sky at No. 7
overall.

Last month, Reese
tweeted, then deleted, a
comment that was inter-
preted as a slam toward
Clark and the idea that the
WNBA’s surge in popularity
and the league’s decision to
allow charter flights for the
first time this season can be
credited to Clark alone.

Saturday’s game was
their first meeting as WNBA
players. When Carter fouled
Clark, Reese could be seen
jumping from her seat onthe
Sky bench and applauding.

“my dawg fasho, got all
my teammates,” Carter
wrote on Threads about
Reese’sreaction.

Reese also appeared to
give Clark an elbow while
boxing out during the fourth
quarter.

Reese, who finished the
game with eight points and
13 rebounds, was fined $1,000
by the WNBA on Sunday for
not making herself available
forreporters after the loss to
the Fever.

What are others
saying?

Matt Barnes, whose 15-
season NBA career included
four years with the Clippers
and two with the Lakers,
took to Instagram to call out
Clark’s teammates for not

Douc MCSCHOOLER Associated Press
INDIANA’S Caitlin Clark, left, battles Chicago’s Dana Evans for control of the
ball in Saturday’s game. The Fever won 71-70 for just their second win this season.

having their star player’s
back in such situations.

“I mean, throughout the
season, she’s been getting
beat up. Hard screens, el-
bows, knocked down,”
Barnes said in a video
posted Sunday. “It is what it
is. She’s not the first, she
won’t be the last. ... Where
are the rest of the Indiana
Fever at?

“I've seen a couple of girls
smirk when she’s got
knocked down, half-ass to
pick her up. Like, y’all sup-
posed to protect the asset,
protect the star. And al-
though this is a team, she’s
the star. You always protect
your star. I was someone
who protected the stars. ...
And you wonder why you sit
at the bottom of the league
right now, it’s because y’all
don’t protect each other,
man.”

Golden State Warriors
star Draymond Green sug-
gested on Instagram that
“Indiana better go invest in
anenforcer... FAST!” Clark’s
boyfriend Connor McCaf-
fery, a former Iowa basket-
ball player, liked a pair of X
posts that expressed the
same sentiment.

Carter responded to that
notion Sunday with an X
post, telling all those who
feelthat way to “hoop or shut
up.”

And then there was
McAfee, who opened his
show Monday with a
lengthy, pro-Clark mono-
logue that received a lot of
attention — not for McAfee’s
overall message, but be-
cause he called her “a white
b—."

Here’s the context:

“I would like the media
people that continue to say,
‘This rookie class, this rook-
ie class, this rookie class.’
Nah. Just call it for what it

is,” McAfee said. “There’s
one white b—for the Indiana
team whois a superstar. ...

“Is there a chance that
people just enjoy watching
her play basketball because
of how electrifying she is? ...
Maybe. But instead we have
tohear people say that we all
like her ‘cause she’s white.
And she’s only popular be-
cause the rest of the rookie
class is doing what they’re
doing. ... What you have is
somebody special and we’re
lucky she’s here in Indiana.”

Later in the day, McAfee
wrote on X that he should
not have used the offensive
phrase.

“No matter the context ...
even if we’'re talking about
race being a reason for some
of the stuff happening,”
McAfee wrote. “I have way
toomuchrespect for her and
women to put that into the
universe.

“My intentions when say-
ing it were complimentary
just like the entire segment
but, a lot of folks are saying
that it certainly wasn’t at all.
That’s 100% on me and for
thatIapologize...I have sent
an apology to Caitlin as well.
Everything else I said... still
alllllll facts.”

ESPN declined to com-
ment for this story.

What happened
in Sunday’s game

In addition to her poor
shooting night, Clark also
pulled in just two rebounds
while contributing five as-
sists and two steals.

She left the game early in
the fourth quarter after
hurting herleft ear while get-
ting bumped on a screen.
She went to the locker room
a few minutes later but re-
turned to the bench late in
the game.

“I think collectively as a
team, we understand who
kind of the head of the mon-
ster is on that team and we
are trying to just make
everything tough and diffi-
cult,” Liberty guard Sabrina
Ionescu said after her team’s
third game against Indiana
this season. “Obviously, they
came off a back-to-back, so
it’s a little bit tough for them
aswell.

“But she’ll figure it out.
It’s not that big of a deal to
have a game like that.”

Asked about Clark’s per-
formance after the game, Fe-
ver coach Christie Sides
spoke generally about her
players’ fatigue after open-
ing the season with 11 games
in 20 days.

“Their legs were shot. I
mean, that’s where every-
thing stems from, your legs,
when you shoot the basket-
ball — especially for threes,”
Sides said. “They’re shot,
they’re gassed, so every-
thing was alittle short.”

The Fever are off until a
road game against the
Washington Mystics on Fri-
day.

Sparks can’t keep up with Taurasi, Mercury

ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX — Diana
Taurasi made seven of nine
shots from three-point
range and finished with a
season-high 31 points to help
Phoenix beat the Sparks 87-
68 on Sunday and end the
Mercury’s four-game skid.

Taurasi made nine of 14
shots from the field, six of six
from the free-throw line and
added two steals. Natasha
Cloud scored 21 points with

12 assists, her third double-
double of the season, and
Kahleah Copper added 12
points and Sophie Cunning-
ham 10 for the Mercury (4-5).
Natasha Mack grabbed a ca-
reer-high 12 rebounds.

The Sparks made only
three of 13 from the field and
scored seven points in the
second — their lowest-scor-
ing quarter of the season —
and Phoenix used a 15-0 run
to make it 3117 when Liz
Dixon hit a jumper with 3:36
left in the first half. The Mer-

cury led by double figures
therest of the way.

Dearica Hamby had 23
points and four rebounds
and Kia Nurse scored 12 for
the Sparks (2-6).

Hamby, who went into
the game sixth in the WNBA
in scoring (20.6 points per
game) and leading the
leagueinrebounds per game
(12.7), saw her league-record
streak of seven consecutive
regular-season games with
at least 17 points and nine re-
bounds end.

Sunday’s late box
MERCURY 87, SPARKS 68

SPARKS — Brink 3-6 0-1 6, Jackson 3-10 2-2 9, Hamby 9-12
2-4 23, Brown 0-5 0-0 0, Nurse 3-10 5-6 12, Talbot 2-4 0-0 5,
Burrell 0-1 0-0 0, Yueru 1-3 0-0 2, Cooke 2-4 2-2 8, McDonald
1-5 0-0 3. Totals 24-60 11-15 68.

PHOENIX — Copper 4-13 2-2 12, Cunningham 3-8 3-3 10,
Mack 2-4 0-0 4, Cloud 7-16 4-7 21, Taurasi 9-14 6-6 31, Dixon
1-3 0-0 2, Herbert Harrigan 1-4 0-0 2, Sutton 1-4 2-2 5. Totals
28-66 17-20 87.

Sparks 15 7 24 22- 68
Phoenix 16 23 29 19- 87

3-Point Goals—Los Angeles 9-23 (Hamby 3-3, Cooke 2-3,
Talbot 1-1, Jackson 1-2, McDonald 1-4, Nurse 1-6, Brink 0-1,
Burrell 0-1, Brown 0-2), Phoenix 14-29 (Taurasi 7-9, Cloud 3-5,
Copper 2-6, Sutton 1-3, Cunningham 1-4, Herbert Harrigan 0-2).
Fouled Out-None. Rebounds—Los Angeles 30 (Jackson 7),
Phoenix 33 (Mack 12). Assists—Los Angeles 18 (McDonald 5),
Phoenix 20 (Cloud 12). Total Fouls—Los Angeles 23, Phoenix 18.
A-10,207 (18,422)

Coach says Bruins still had a successful season

[UCLA, from B10]
Maxwell held UCLA score-
less for the first time since
April 7, Stanford ace NiJaree
Canady kept UCLA to four
hits and one run with eight
strikeouts Sunday.

The USA Softball col-
legiate player of the year
struck out back-to-back
Pac-12 player of the year Ma-
ya Brady three times. The
UCLA star matched her ca-
reer high in a game and
equaled her strikeouts in
UCLA’s shutout loss to
Oklahoma. She was 11 for 16
at the plate in the NCAA
tournament entering the
World Series, but the pro-
gram’s second-leading
home run hitter went 0 for 7
in herlast two games.

Before Brady and sopho-
mores Megan Grant and
Taylor Tinsley appeared for
the postgame news confer-
ence, Inouye-Perez encour-
aged them to keep their
composure. But even the
coach who got through the
team meeting without a tear

started breaking down on
the dais. Then in one final
graceful stand, Brady
smiled through the end of
her decorated career.

“‘Just a dream,” Brady
said of her five-year UCLA
tenure. “I feel like as a little
girl you always look at the
program, the coaching staff,
the players. You think that
they’re untouchable. Just to
get the opportunity to wear
this jersey, get my degree, be
close to my family. ... It sur-
passed my expectations. We
never got to win, but trust
me, I'm winning in life.”

Brady will hand off the
program to a talented soph-
omore class led by Tinsley.
The pitcher tossed 32/ in-
nings of relief Sunday, giving
up three hits and one run
with one strikeout to keep
the Bruins in contention
against Canady.

Stanford (50-16) chased
UCLA starter Kaitlyn Terry
with a tying RBI double by
Taryn Kern in the third in-
ning, then Tinsley gave up

the go-ahead hit on an RBI
single by Ava Gall. The Car-
dinal extended their lead in
the fifth, leading off with
back-to-back bunts and
scoring on a sacrifice fly by
pinch-hitter Allie Clements
to bring home Emily Jones.

A two-run lead was far
from insurmountable for a
team that entered the World
Series leading the postsea-
son field with 7.8 runs per
game in the NCAA tourna-
ment.

The Bruins nearly
started a rally when Savan-
nah Pola was hit by a pitch
with two outs in the seventh.
Thessa Malau'ulu then
poked a line-drive single
past the Stanford shortstop
to get two on for the Bruins.
The rowdy fans in the UCLA
section seated behind the
first-base line waved their
blue-and-gold pompoms as
Ramsey Suarezstepped into
the batter’s box.

The pinch-hitter
grounded out.

Grant produced UCLA’s

only run with a solo home
run to lead off the third in-
ning.

She was one of the last
players to leave the UCLA
dugout after the game,
standing at the top of the
stairs to grab a final glance
at the country’s most fa-
mous softball stadium.

Underclassmen making
their Oklahoma City debuts
delivered almost all of
UCLA’s key moments under
the bright lights. First base-
man Jordan Woolery won
the opening game with a
three-run homer in the sixth
inning against Alabama.
Tinsley and Terry, a fresh-
man, held the three-time de-
fending champion Sooners
to one run in Saturday’s
pitchers’ duel.

The opportunities were
exactly what Tinsley
dreamed of growing up
when she watched the tour-
nament with her father.

“Just being able to pitch,
soak up the environment,
there’s alot of people watch-

ing you, I honestly love it,”
Tinsley said. “That’s why I
wanted to be a pitcher in the
first place, having every-
body’s eyes on me.”

The answer elicited
laughter from Brady and
Inouye-Perez, who elbowed
each other and nodded.

“That’s such a pitcher an-
swer,” Brady said under her
breath.

Tinsley and Terry, who
gave up three hits and two
runs with three strikeouts
Sunday in her third consecu-
tive start, were major ques-
tions for a team that had ex-
perienced hitters through-
out the order. They an-
swered all concerns with
strong performances that
have the Bruins planning for
areturn to the big stage.

“I'wasn’t emotionalin the
meeting because I just look
forward to the future,”
Inouye-Perez said.

“The experience they
gained on this stage is real.
They have a fire burning in
their guts.”

NBA NOTES

All signs
point to
Porzingis
return

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Whether injured Celtics
center Kristaps Porzingis
will be ready in time for the
start of the NBA Finals this
week is still to be deter-
mined.

But signs are pointing to
him being able to return to
the court soonerrather than
later during  Boston’s
matchup with the Dallas
Mavericks.

The 7-footer hasn’t ap-
peared in a game since sus-
taining a strained left calfin
Game 4 of Boston’s first-
round playoff series against
Miamion April 29.

But 4-1 victories over the
Heat and Cleveland in the
second round, followed by a
4-0 sweep of Indianain the fi-
nals, have given the Latvian
extended recovery time.

Celtics coach Joe Maz-
zulla has refrained from
making predictions on when
he expects Porzingis to be
available. But he was clear
that his team is better with
Porzingis in the lineup, de-
spite compiling a 9-1 record
without him this postsea-
son.

“When KP is at his best,
he’s been tremendous for us
and we expect that from him
and we know he’ll give that
to us,” Mazzulla said.

On Saturday he partici-
pated in light five-on-five
play with his teammates —
his most extensive on-court
workout since sustaining his
injury.

Mazzulla said Porzingis
“did everything the team
did” during Saturday’s prac-
tice and was expected to go
through a more intense ses-
sion on Sunday.

Assuming he clears that
benchmark, it would mark
the most promising sign yet
that the Celtics could soon
get back Porzingis.

Nori will interview
with Cavaliers

The Cavaliers will inter-
view Timberwolves assist-
ant Micah Nori for their
head coaching vacancy —
the fifth known candidate in
Cleveland's search — in the
next few days, a person fa-
miliar with the meeting told
the Associated Press.

A longtime NBA assist-
ant, Noriassumed bench du-
ties during the playoffs when
Minnesota coach Chris
Finch suffered a knee injury
and had limited mobility.

Last week, the Cavaliers
opened their search by re-
ceiving permission to speak
with Golden State assistant
Kenny Atkinson, New Orle-
ans assistant James Bor-
rego, New York assistant
Johnnie Bryant and Miami
assistant Chris Quinn.

Mourning had
prostate cancer

Basketball Hall of Famer
Alonzo Mourning told
ESPN that he was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer
and had his prostate re-
moved earlier this year.

Mourning, now an execu-
tive with the Miami Heat,
said his prostate was re-
moved in March and that he
is now cancer-free.

Celties favored but
Mavericks the draw

The Celtics are prohib-
itive favorites to win Thurs-
day's Game 1 of the NBA Fi-
nals and odds are on Boston
to hoist a record 18th cham-
pionship banner.

Butthe money, at least at
BetMGM Sportsbook, is
pouring in on the Dallas
Mavericks.

Senior trader Halvor
Egeland said that 80% ofthe
bets were coming on Luka
Doncie, Kyrie Irving and
the Mavericks to win their
second NBA title. Boston is
a -225 favorite to win it all,
meaning someone would
need to wager $225 to win
$100.

NBA PLAYOFF
SCHEDULE
NBA FINALS

1Boston vs. 5 Dallas
Best-of-seven series

Gm 1 | Thursday at Boston, 5:30
Gm 2 | Sunday at Boston, 5

Gm 3 | June 12 at Dallas, 5:30

Gm 4 | June 14 at Dallas, 5:30
Gm 5 | June 17 at Boston, 5:30*

Gm 6 | June 20 at Dallas, 5:30*
Gm 7 | June 23 at Boston, 5%

All games on Channel 7
* if necessary | Times PDT, p.m.
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BASEBALL : SUNDAY FLASHBACK

STANDINGS

Through Sunday

NATIONAL LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
DODGERS 38 23 .623 - 55
San Diego 32 30 516 6% 64
San Francisco 29 31 483 8% 55
Arizona 27 32 458 10 46
Colorado 21 37 362 15% 55
Central W L Pct. GB LI10
Milwaukee 36 23 .610 - 82
St. Louis 28 29 491 7 713
Chicago 29 31 483 7% 28
Pittsburgh 27 32 458 9 46
Cincinnati 26 33 441 10 64
East W L Pct. GB LI10
Philadelphia 41 19 .683 - 55
Atlanta 33 24 579 6% 46
Washington 27 31 466 13 6-4
New York 24 35 407 16%  3-7
Miami 21 39 35 20 55
AMERICAN LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI0
Seattle 34 27 557 - 713
Texas 29 30 492 4 55
Houston 26 34 433 7% 46
Oakland 24 37 393 10 46
ANGELS 21 38 356 12 28
Central W L Pct. GB LI0
Cleveland 39 20 .661 - 713
Kansas City 36 25 .590 4 46
Minnesota 33 26 .559 6 73
Detroit 29 30 492 10 64
Chicago 15 45 250 24% 0-10
East W L Pct. GB LI10
New York 42 19 .689 - 82
Baltimore 37 20 .649 3 82
Boston 30 30 .500 11%  4-6
Tampa Bay 29 31 483 12%  4-6
Toronto 28 30 .483 12% 64

Today’s games
Dodgers at Pittsburgh ............ccoeveee
San Diego at Angels ..........ccoevveiins
Kansas City at Cleveland
Milwaukee at Philadelphia ...
Tampa Bay at Miami
New York (NL) at Washington
Minnesota at New York (AL) ...
Baltimore at Toronto ...
Atlanta at Boston 4 pam.
Chicago (AL) at Chicago (NL) .......cocvevne 5p.m.
Detroit at Texas
St. Louis at Houston ..
Cincinnati at Colorado ..
Seattle at Oakland ..
San Francisco at Arizona ..

Dodgers

[Hernandez, from B10]
that?

One of the three pitchers who
faced the Rockies this weekend —
Stone, Yoshinobu Yamamoto or
Walker Buehler — probably will
have to establish himselfas the
No. 2 starter before October.

Stone, 25, is the most consis-
tent but the least experienced.

Yamamoto is 5-1 with a 2.72
ERA over his last seven starts but
pitched only once a week in Japan
and manager Dave Roberts
sounded as if the Dodgers were
determined to keep him on a simi-
lar schedule this season. Yama-
moto has yet to make a start on
less than five days’ rest.

“Sitting here, I think our pri-
ority is to make sure Yoshi stays on
his sort of extrarest, soI don’t see
that changing, even through Octo-
ber,” Roberts said.

Buehler has made five starts
since returning from his second
reconstructive elbow operation
and the Dodgers remain uncertain
onwhat they have in him.

In his most recent start,
Buehler struck out seven in six
innings — but he also gave up four
runs — three earned — during a
loss to the Rockies.

With James Paxton pitching
reasonably well, and Clayton
Kershaw and Bobby Miller ex-
pected to return from injuries, the
Dodgers have pitching depth that
should help them pile up regular-
season wins.

But just because a pitcher can
beat a talent-depleted team such
as the Mets or Rockies in a mid-
week game doesn’t mean he can
win a game in October.

Remember, Lance Lynn was a
perfectly serviceable pitcher dur-
ing the regular season last year.
Lynn was crushed in the postsea-
son.

The questions about pitching
extend even to Glasnow. How will
the Dodgers prepare him to pitch
on four days’ rest in the playoffs?

Glasnow has kept a schedule
similar to Yamamoto’s, as the
Dodgers are mindful of how the
injury-prone right-hander has
never pitched more than 120 in-
nings during a season.

Roberts said he envisioned

don’t have look of sure thing

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

KIKE HERNANDEZ is part of the bottom of the Dodgers order that has contributed little to an
offense that is overly reliant on Mookie Betts, Freddie Freeman, Shohei Ohtani and Will Smith.

Glasnow making starts on a tradi-
tional five-day cycle in August.

“It’snot an exact science,”
Roberts said. “Tyler’s still gonna
throw more than he’s ever thrown
in quite some time.”

Equally, ifnot more, trouble-
some is the bottom of the lineup,
which has made the Dodgers
overly reliant on the Big Four of
Betts, Freeman, Shohei Ohtani
and Will Smith.

The combined batting averages
ofthe Dodgers’ No. 6,7,8and 9
hitters was a combined .204 enter-
ing the series finale against the
Rockies, which ranked fourth
worst in baseball.

Chris Taylor is batting .108,
Kiké Hernandez .198 and Gavin
Lux.209.

Max Muncy’s oblique injury has

magnified this problem because
his move from the middle of the
order to the injured list has short-
ened the lineup.

It’'s no coincidence that shortly
after Muncy’s injury, the team
went on a five-game losing streak.

The Dodgers will have to ad-
dress this problem between now
and the trade deadline.

Ifall of this comes across as
overly critical of a first-place team,
well, that’s because of the prism
through which this team is viewed.

Inwhat is a testament to their
ownership group, the Dodgers
have made the regular season
unimportant.

They have reached the playoffs
in 11 consecutive seasons and won
their division 10 times in that
stretch, making October baseball

feel asifit’sa given.

Maybe thisisn’t fair to them.

Maybe observers shouldn’t let
the specter of the playoffs dimin-
ish their appreciation of regular-
season developments, such as
Stone’s emergence or catcher
Smith’s improvement throwing
out potential base stealers.

But thisis the Dodgers’ reality.

The Dodgers areheldtoa
different standard than every
other team in baseball, with the
New York Yankees being the one
possible exception.

For the Dodgers, success is
measured in championships, and
everything they do — or don’t do —
isjudged by how it could affect
them in the postseason.

And at this stage, questions
remain.

DODGERS 4, COLORADO 0 SEATTLE 5, ANGELS 1 MINNESOTA 4, HOUSTON 3 DETROIT 8, BOSTON 4 ATLANTA 3, OAKLAND 1
Colorado  AB R H BI Avg. Dodgers AB R H BI Avg. Angels AB R H BI Avg. Seattle AB R H BI Avg. Minnesota AB R H Bl Avg. Houston AB R H BI Avg. Detroit AB R H BI Avg. Boston AB R H BI Avg. Oakland AB R H BI Avg. Atlanta AB R H BI Avg.
Blackmontf 4 0 1 0.237 Bettsss 411 1318 Rengfo3b 401 0.322 Crawfordss 400 0.212 Larnach If 311 1.270 Tuckerdh 311 0.263 Vrig3b/cf 61 2 0.294 Duranlfcf 302 1.262 Toro 3b 400 0.277 MHariscf 300 0.260
Tovar ss 400 0.297 Ontani dh 300 0.322 Moniak cf 400 0.167 Rojas3b 311 0.277 Margot If 010 0.209 Bregman3b 412 2.229 Grene cf/if 41 2 0.249 Abreurf 411 0.272 Andujar If 400 0.394 Riley3b 401 0.234
McMahn3b 201 0.284 Freemanlb 121 2.293 Ward dh 301 0.265 Rodriguezcef 310 0.270 Jeffers ¢ 300 0.246 Awarezlf 401 0.282 Pérez rf 52 3 1.268 Westbrookrf 000 0 -- Bleday cf 200 0.244 Oznadh 311 0.313
Rodgersdh 400 0.265 THemdzrf-If 500 0.255 Calhoun1b 400 0.275 Raleighc 401 0.209 Miranda3b 4 12 2 .280 Pefass 400 0.296 Canhadh 41 1 1.247 Smith1b 310 0.195 Rooker dh 200 0.280 Martinezdh 010 0 --
Bryant 1b 301 0.186 Pages cf 301 0.258 Pillar If 210 0.389 France 1b 410 0.251 Farmer 3b 000 0.163 Meyers cf 300 0.275 Keith 2b 40 0 0.227 c-Wong 100 0.327 Camerondh 000 0.238 Olson 1b 401 1.241
Doyle cf 300 0.260 Rojas2b 301 1.279 0'Hoppe ¢ 300 0.250 Raleylf 221 2.265 Kepler rf 400 0.271 Dubon 2b 400 0.305 Ibafiez2b 11 1 1.276 Dalbec 1b 000 0.132 Brown rf 300 0.197 Albies 2b 401 1.270
Stallings ¢ 301 0.319 KHerndz3b 400 0.198 Adell rf 400 0.201 Garverdh 402 3.170 Buxton cf 400 0.232 Caratinic 411 1.247 Urshelalb 41 1 1.275 Devers3b 412 2.283 Gelof 2b 411 1.182 Duvall rf 311 0.204
Goodmanlf 300 0.189 VargasIf 301 0.250 Neto ss 401 1.250 Canzonerf 200 0.174 Castro ss 411 0.260 JAbreulb 200 0.116 BaddooIf 30 1 0.214 Valdez2b 501 1.180 McCann ¢ 400 0.302 Kelenic If 301 0.268
Trejo 2b 301 0.108 Heyward rf 111 0.234 Paris 2b 201 0.136 Bliss2b 400 0.091 Kirilloff dh 401 1.218 Altuve 100 0.290 Rogers 10 0 0.218 Cooperdh 500 0.167 Schmannss 3 01 0.268 Murphyc 301 1.158
Totals 29050 Barnes ¢ 402 0.208 a-Thaiss 100 0.217 Totals 3055 5 Santanalb 402 0.215 McCormkrf 301 0.209 McKstry3b 00 0 0.185 McGuire ¢ 400 0.226 Sderstrm1b 100 0.174 Arcia ss 400 0.230
Totals 3148 4 Totals 31141 Julien 2b 200 0.207 Singletn 100 0.221 Béez ss 51 1 2.191 Rafaelacfss 300 0.209 Totals 2712 1 Totals 31373
Colorado 000 000 000—0 5 1 Angels 000 000 001 4 2 Totals 3247 4 Totals 3336 3 Kelly ¢ 50 2 1.238 Hamitonss 211 0.274 5 530010 >
Dodgers 201 000 Olx—4 8 0 | Seatle 000 100 04x—5 5 1 i 110 001 010—4 7 1 | Totals 428147 Refsnyder If 2.0 1 0.337 akland 100-1 !
. , Houston 012 000 000-3 6 0 Totals 3648 4 Alanta 100 000 1x=3 7 0O
Walks—Colorado 3: McMahon 2, Bryant 1. Dodgers 7: Betts 1, Ohtani 1, a-popped out for Paris in the 9th. -
Freeman 3, Pages 1, Rojas 1. Strikeouts—Colorado 11: Blackmon 1, Tovar 2, Walks—Angels 4: Ward 1, Pillar 1, 0’Hoppe 1, Paris 1. Seattle 4: Rojas 1, Walks—Minnesota 2: Lamach 1, Julien 1. Houston 3: Tucker 1, Meyers 1, Eg;‘y; (13(1’[1) 8(1)(1) (2)(1)8 g - i 1‘; (1) Walks—Oakland 7: Bleday 2, Rooker 2, Brown 1, Schuemann 1, Davis 1.

McMahon 1, Rodgers 2, Bryant 1, Doyle 2, Stallings 1, Trejo 1. Dodgers 5: Ohtani
2, T.Hernandez 1, Pages 1, Bames 1. E=Stallings (2). LOB—Colorado 5,
Dodgers 12. 2B—Blackmon (11). HR—Betts (9), off Gomber; Freeman (7), off
Gomber. RBIs—Betts (32), Freeman 2 (35), Rojas (10). SB—Freeman (2).
SF—Freeman. Runners left in scoring position—Colorado 2 (Tovar 2);
Dodgers 7 (T.Hernandez 4, Vargas, Ohtani, K.Heméndez). RISP—Colorado 0
for1; Dodgers 1 for 11. Runners moved up—Barnes, Betts. GIDP—Rodgers,
Tovar, Bryant. DP—Dodgers 3 (Betts, Rojas, Freeman; K.Herndndez, Rojas,
Freeman; K.Heméndez, Rojas, Freemarg.
Colorado P

H ER BB SO NP ERA
Gomber, L, 1-3.. 533 3 2 79 3.06
100 3 3 72 647
211 10 26 7.84
H RER BB SO NP ERA
400 2 6 75 290
000 1 2 26 5.04
000 0 2 8 135
Dan.Hudson.. 100 0 1 9 235

Inherited runners-scored—Molina 3-0. IBB—off Lambert (Freeman),
off Molina (Ohtani). WP—Lambert. U=Nate Tomlinson, Chris Segal, Larry
Vanover, David Rackley. T—2:29. Tickets sold—48,251 (56,000).

TAMPA BAY 4, BALTIMORE 3

Tampa Bay AB R H Bl Avg. Baltimore AB R H Bl Avg.
Diaz 1b 40 1 1.243 Hendrsnss 32 3 1.268
Arozamalf 40 1 0.162 Rtschndh 50 3 1.304
Ramirezdh 30 2 0.276 Mntestle 1b 50 1 0.291
b-lowedh 20 1 0.183 Santnderrf 50 1 1.217
Paredes3b 40 1 0.291 Wstbrg3b 50 1 0.293
Palacios2b 11 0 0.262 HaysIf 40 2 0.190
Rsrio2/3b 41 3 0.293 O'Heam 10 1 0.268
Siri cf 40 1 2.189 Mulinscf 40 0 0.181
Delucarf 40 0 0.182 Cowser 10 0 0.236
Caballloss 32 2 1.260 Mateo2b 10 1 0.246
Jacksonc 30 1 0.054 Uras 3b 20 10.229
Aranda 10 0 0.213 McCannc 41 1 0.200
Rortvedtc 00 0 0.252 Totals 40315 3
Totals 37413 4

Tampa Bay 000 010 120-4 13 0
Baltimore 101 100 000-3 15 0

Walks—Tampa Bay 1. Arozarena 1. Baltimore 2: Henderson 2.
Strikeouts—Tampa Bay 3: DeLuca 2, Aranda 1. Baltimore 4: Mountcastle 1,
Westburg 1, Mullins 1, Urias 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 9, Baltimore 13. 2B—Diaz
(11), Rosario (9), Siri (6), Hays (4). HR—Caballero (3), off Ivin; Henderson
(19), off Littell. RBIs—Diaz (29), Caballero (18), Siri 2 (20), Henderson (42),
Santander (31), Rutschman (38). SB—Henderson (8). CS—Rosario (4), Siri
(6). SF—Diaz. Runners left in scoring position—Tampa Bay 3
(Arozarena, Ramirez, DeLuca); Baltimore 5 (Hays, Mountcastle, Rutschman,
Mullins 2). RISP—Tampa Bay 1 for 7; Baltimore 3 for 8.

Tampa Bay IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Littell ..611 3 3 1 93 3.56
Armstrong, W, 2- 1200 0 2 14 3.49
Cleavinger, H, 5. 1100 1 0 18 1.46
Fairbanks, S, 6-7 1100 0 0 12 371
Baltimore IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Irvin .6k 82 2 1 1 90 284
Tate, L, 2-1,BS,0-1..1% 4 2 2 0 1 28 279
Coulombe A5 100 0 1 14 274

Inherited runners-: scored Coulombe 1-0. HBP—Tate (Caballero),
Cleavinger (Urias). U—Paul Clemons, Carlos Torres, Ryan Wills, Chad Fairchild.
T—2:44. Tickets sold—32,463 (45,971).

N.Y. YANKEES 7, SAN FRANCISCO 5

Rodriguez 1, Canzone 2. Strikeouts—Angels 9: Moniak 1, Ward 1, Calhoun 1,
Pillar 1, 0’Hoppe 1, Adell 3, Paris 1. Seattle 7: Crawford 2, Rodriguez 1, Raleigh
2, Garver1, Bliss 1. E—Paris (1), Neto (5), Crawford (1). LOB—Angels 8, Seattle
7. 2B-Ward (11), Rojas (8), Garver (8). HR—Raley (6), off Canning.
RBIs—Neto (19), Raley 2 (15), Garver 3 (17). CS—Pillar (2). Runners leftin
scoring position—Angels 3 (Thaiss, Adell, Calhoun); Seattle 5 (France,
Raleigh, Bliss 3). RISP—Angels 1 for 6; Seattle 1 for 9. GIDP—France.
DP—Angels 1 (Rengifo, Paris, Calhounﬁ Seattle 1 (Raleigh, Bliss, RaIeigEh&.A
Angels 1P BB S NP

Canning, L, 2-5 6 93 4.69
i 3 185
18 5.82
23 421
7 654
NP ERA
102 2.99
18 3.86
. 26 0.00
d—Strickland 2-0, Garcfa 2-2, Suarez 2-0.
HBP—Castillo (Pnlar) Canning (Raley), Garcfa (Raley). U—Bruce Dreckman,
Jeremie Rehak, Clint Vondrak, Mark Wegner. T—2:39. Tickets sold—35,990
(47,929).
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J Abreu 1. Strikeouts—Minnesota 10: Lamach 1, Jeffers 1, Kepler 1, Buxton 2,
Castro 1, Kirilloff 3, Julien 1. Houston 8: Bregman 1, Pefia 2, Meyers 2, Caratini
1, Attuve 1, McCormick 1. E—Jeffers (3). LOB—Minnesota 4, Houston 6.
2B—Kirilloff (7), Santana (6), Miranda (9). HR—Larnach (6), off Brown;
Miranda (6), off Brown; Caratini (4), off Woods Richardson; Bregman (8), off
Woods Richardson. RBIs—Larnach (18), Kirilloff (19), Miranda 2 (20), Caratini
(15), Bregman 2 (28). SB—Meyers (4), Santana (1). S—Jeffers. Runners left
in scoring position—Minnesota 3 (Buxton, Julien 2); Houston 4 (Dubdn,
J.Abreu, Alvarez 2). RISP—Minnesota 1 for 6; Houston 1 for 6.
nnesota IP H BB SO NP

R ER

Woods Richardson.....4% 3 3 3 2 6 66 3.05
%100 0 0 9 473

B 100 101 19 220

%100 0 0 16 2.79

1000 0 O 14 213

1000 0 1 17 3.00

Houston IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Brown.... 6533 1 7 95 6.18
B.Abreu. 1100 0 2 17 323
Pressly, L, 0-3 1111 10 16 524
Montero 1000 0 1 10 292

U—Brian Walsh, Edwin Moscoso, Vic Carapazza, Adam Hamari. T—2:49.
Tickets sold—34,242 (41,000).

ARIZONA 5, N.Y. METS 4

TORONTO 5, PITTSBURGH 4

Pittsburgh AB R H Bl Avg. Toronto AB R H BI Avg.
McCthndh 30 1 0.239 Schndr If 41 2 1.245
ReynoldsIf 30 1 0.253 Jansenc 40 2 0.29%
Joe rf 41 10.280 Guero3b 41 1 1.291
Cruz ss 52 2 0.245 Bichettess 40 0 0.236
Hayes 3b 51 1 0.243 Voglbchdh 40 2 2.228
Gnzals2b 50 1 0.308 Turmertb 40 0 0.212
Tellez 1b 40 3 4.194 Kiermercf 00 0 0.212
Triolo 00 0 0.215 Springerf 40 1 0.205
Bae cf 50 1 0.208 Varshocff 32 2 0.213
Koch ¢ 30 0 0.000 Kinr-Fifa2b 31 1 0.268
Grandalc 10 0 0.179 Totals 34511 4
Totals 38411 4

Pittsburgh 001 020 001-4 11 1
Toronto 001 031 00x-5 11 0

Walks—Pittsburgh 3: McCutchen 1, Reynolds 1, Tellez 1. Toronto 1: Varsho
1. Strikeouts—Pittsburgh 13: McCutchen 2, Reynolds 1, Joe 2, Cruz 2, Hayes
2, Gonzales 1, Bae 1, Koch 2. Toronto 4: Schneider 1, Guerrero 1, Bichette 2.
E—Stratton (1). LOB—Pittsburgh 13, Toronto 6. 2B—Tellez (4), Cruz (13),
Varsho (10), Vogelbach (5), Schneider (14). RBIs—Tellez 4 (12), Guerrero
(26), Vogelbach 2 (8), Schneider (30). CS—Varsho (1). Runners left in
scoring position—Pittshurgh 6 (Bae, Koch, Reynolds 2, Hayes 2); Toronto 3
(Varsho, Turner, Jansen). RISP—Pittsburgh 3 for 16; Toronto 3 for 9. Runners
moved up—Kiner-Falefa.

Pittshurgh IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Priester, L, 0-5 8 44 0 3 87 483
Stratton .. 310 0 0 33 440
Milodzinski .. 000 0 1 17 831
Nicolas ... 1000 1 0 15 6.00
Toronto H RER BB SO NP ERA
Bassitt, W, 6-6 833 1 7 100 4.13
Green, H, 4. 000 2 2 27 1.69
Richards, H, 4. 000 0 O 11 318
Pearson, H, 2. 100 0 1 16 4.03
Garcia, S 3-4. 211 0 3 26 157

d—Stratton 22 HBP—Bassitt 3

(Joe,McCutchen, Reynolds) WP—Priester. U—Erich Bacchus, Laz Diaz, Tripp
Gibson, Charlie Ramos. T—2:57. Tickets sold—34,887 (39,150).

KANSAS CITY 4, SAN DIEGO 3

Walks—Detroit 3, Boston 6. Strikeouts—Detroit 8, Boston 7. E—Keith
(5). LOB—Detroit 9, Boston 9. 2B—Urshela (5), Pérez (6), Ibéiiez (4), Kelly
(3), Abreu (14). 3B—Devers (2). HR—Devers (11), off Faedo. RBIs—Urshela
(13), Pérez (15), Canha (25), Ibéfiez (13), Baez 2 (25), Kelly (13), Valdez (15),
Duran (24), Devers 2 (29). SB—Rafaela (8), Canha (2), Greene (3).
CS—Rafaela (4), Duran (3). SF—Urshela. Runners left in SP—Detroit 6
(Baez, Keith 2, Vierling, Pérez, Greene); Boston 5 (Cooper 2, McGuire, Wong 2).
RISP—Detroit 6 for 20; Boston 2 for 11
Detroit
Mize ..

BB SO NP ERA
2 4 4 82 470
24 4.06

5 3
000 0 1
211 00 15 3.5
1100 0 0 8 322
000 2 2 22 458
H RER BB SO NP ERA
8 44 3 5 95 4.36
100 0 1 10 2.73
Weissert. 000 0 1 7 252
Jansen.. 100 0 1 17 2.89
Booser, L 0-2. 4 4 3 0 28 435

0
U—Emil Jimenez, Nestor Ceja, Cory Blaser, Todd Tichenor. T—3:01.
Tickets sold—34,662 (37,755).

Atlanta 5: M.Harris 1, Ozuna 1, Duvall 1, Kelenic 1, Murphy 1.
Strikeouts—0akland 9: Toro 2, Bleday 1, Rooker 1, Brown 2, McCann 1,
Schuemann 1, Soderstrom 1. Atlanta 8: M.Harris 2, Olson 1, Albies 1, Duvall 2,
Murphy 1, Arcia 1. E-Medina (1). LOB—Oakland 7, Atlanta 9. 2B—Riley (10),
Kelenic (8), Murphy (1), Ozuna (12). HR—Gelof (4), off Lee. RBIs—Gelof (12),
Olson (33), Murphy (2), Albies (26). Runners left in scoring
position—0akland 2 (Brown, Andujar); Atlanta 6 (Arcia 3, Riley 2, Olson).
RISP—0akland 0 for 3; Atlanta 3 for 12. Runners moved up—Kelenic.
GIDP—Rooker. DP—Atlanta 1 (Arcia, Albies, Olson).

Oakland IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Medina. . 210 2 6 89 0.00
Basso... 000 0 O 4 0.00
211 2 2 20 2.70
311 10 22 378
H RER BB SO NP ERA
100 5 6 97 3.88
111 1 2 17 1711
JJiménez, H, 000 1 1 15 274
Iglesias, S, 15-17. 000 0O O 9 242

Inherited runners-scored—Basso 1-0. IBB—off Adams (M.Harris).
HBP—Morton (Soderstrom). PB—McCann (3). U—Rob Drake, D.J. Reyburn,
John Libka, James Hoye. T—2:28. Tickets sold—37,853 (41,149).

WASHINGTON 5, CLEVELAND 2

ST. LOUIS 5, PHILADELPHIA 4

Arizona AB R H BI Avg. NewYork ABRH BI Avg. Washington AB R H BI Avg. Cleveland AB R H Bl Avg.
KMarte2b 323 3.270 Lindorss 400 0.227 Thomas cf 301 2.211 Kwanlf 401 0.362
Carroll cf 400 0.194 Alonso 1b 411 1.239 Garcia 2b 400 0.273 Freemancf 400 0.219
Gurriel If 511 1.235 Nimmolf 411 2.212 Winker If 400 0.230 Ramiezdh 400 0.272
Walker 1b 501 0.260 Martinezdh 401 1.279 Ruiz ¢ 411 0.203 JNaylor1b 400 0.227
Grichukrf 201 0.291 Stewartrf 301 0.190 Senzel3b 301 0.244 Brennanrf 312 0.237
McCarthy f 200 0.276 Bader cf 100 0.270 Rosariorf 411 0.176 Arias 3b 311 0.209
Suarezdh 210 0.205 Vientos3b 300 0.321 Menesesdh 4 11 2.240 a-Manzardo 100 0.226
Pedersndh 100 0.305 Taylor cf-rf 3110.23 Gallo 1b 311 0.151 BNaylorc 300 0.173
Alexnder3b 401 0.269 McNeil 2b 300 0.227 Vargas ss 412 1.288 Schnmn2b 301 2.333
Newmanss 401 1.259 Torrensc 210 0.000 Totals 33585 Rocchioss 301 0.203
Barnhart ¢ 300 0.154 Totals 3145 4 Totals 3226 2
Moreno ¢ 111 0.234

Totals 3659 5 i 040 100 000-5 8 0O
‘Aizona 210 000 002-5 9 0 Cleveland 020 000 000 -2 6 0
New York 004 000 000-4 5 0

Walks—Arizona 3, New York 2. Strikeouts—Arizona 13, New York 12.
LOB—Arizona 9, New York 2. 2B—Alexander (6), Grichuk (7), K.Marte (14),
Moreno (8), Taylor (6). 3B—Nimmo (2), J.Martinez (1). HR—K.Marte (1), off
Quintana; Gurriel (7), off Quintana; K.Marte (12), off Diekman. RBIs—K.Marte
3(32), Gurriel (32), Newman (12), Alonso (30), Nimmo 2 (31), J.Martinez (15).
Runners left in SP—Arizona 5, New York 1. RISP—Arizona 1 for 8; New York

3 for 6.
Arizona IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
65 44 2 8 91 432
2000 0 3 26 044
1000 0 1 18 1.08
New York IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Quintana.. 4 4 33 3 4 84 517
Nifez... W%k 100 0 3 19 261
Young, H, 1. %100 0 1 9 0.00
Garrett, H, 6 1000 0 3 11 3.00
Ottavino, H, 10.. 1000 0 2 9 524
Diekman, L, 1-2,BS,1-3 2 2 2 0 0 13 426
%
Reid-Foley. L% 100 0 O 10 2.16

U—Roberto Ortiz, Alfonsn Marquez, Lance Barrett, Mark Ripperger.
T—2:40. Tickets sold—31,059 (42,136).

CINCINNATI 5, CHICAGO CUBS 2

aflied out for Arias in the 9th.

Walks—Washington 2: Senzel 1, Gallo 1. Cleveland 1 Brennan 1.
Strikeouts—Washington 8: Thomas 1, Winker 3, Ruiz 1, Senzel 2, Gallo 1.
Cleveland 7: Kwan 1, Ramirez 1, J.Naylor 2, Arias 1, Schneemann 1, Rocchio 1.
LOB—Washington 4, Cleveland 4. 2B—Rosario (8), Meneses (7), Senzel (7),
Arias (7), Schneemann (1). RBIs—Meneses 2 (29), Vargas (8), Thomas 2 (15),
Schneemann 2 (2). SB—Vargas (5). CS—Senzel (3). SF—Thomas. Runners
left in scoring position—Washington 2 (Rosario, Garcia); Cleveland 2
(Manzardo, Rocchio). RISP—Washington 3 for 6; Cleveland 1 for 5.
GIDP—Freeman. DP—Washington 1 (Vargas, Garcfa, Gallo).

Washington IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Irvin, W, 3-5 6522 16 98 3.39
Garcia, H, 8 000 0 1 15 4.82
Harvey, H, 18 000 0 O 16 2.08
Finnegan, S, 16 100 0 0 9 157
Cleveland H RER BB SO NP ERA
Carrasco, L, 2-5 . 755 1 5 71 5.66
Hentges . 000 0 1 20 3.60
Sandlin .. 000 0 1 10 2.77
Herrin . 000 1 1 22 1.08
Avila.. 100 0 0 14 354

U-| Dan Merzel, Chad Wh|tson, Bill Miller, Malachi Moore. T—2:18.
Tickets sold—25,521 (34,788).

MILWAUKEE 6, CHICAGO WHITE SOX 3

Newlork AB R HBI Avg. SanFran. ABR W8I Avg SanDiego ABR HBI Avg. KansasCity ABRHBI Avg | Dhcinatl ABR WEl fve Ghicogo A3 &K E} 2

Volpess 52 2 1.284 Ramoslf 51 2 3.286 Amaezib 30 1 1.391 Garcia3b 310 0.263 Delabass 50 0 0233 St 4071 0 26 Chicago  AB R H BI Avg. Milwaukee AB R H BI Avg.

Soforf 53 33320 Wsey2o 50 10333 | Wede2b 21 10263 Witss 4010313 | e 41 2 0220 Bengrc/lb 403 1 265 | Phamiet 300 0.280 Tuang2 301 0.29

Judgect 31 2 0.288 Foeslb 40 0 0207 | lausrf 3111260 Psontnoth 311 1.044 | &R0 3D 5 0 2 B0 SR O/ID 208 o e lopez2b 412 0.245 Conterasc 400 0.316

Stanondh 40 1 1231 Chapmn3b 50 1 0233 Pofarf 30 10325 Perezdh 301 0.315 P 31 3 1958 Wesomh 319 0959 | Juksdn 411 0311 Yelich If 401 0323
Merillcf 00 0 0.279 Blanco 010 0.255 raley - Isdom - Sheets b 401 1237 Adamesss 311 0 .260

Verdugof 40 1 2.261 Solerdh 42 3 0.215 ! Sthnsnc 41 10248 aTchmncf 100 0 .264

LeMahu3b 50 1 0.222 Mawsrict 41 1 0200 | Machdodn 40 1°1.240 Fralerrd = 2010212 | JlUie 20 1 0999 Haplf 301 0221 | Delongss 211 2.231 Frelickef 410 0257

P P Solano3b 40 2 0.404 \Veldzquez 111 2.219 uribise . app - Lee ¢ 300 0.256 Ortiz3b 312 0.293

Rzo1b 50 0 0240 Schmitss 41 2 2.233 i India2b 20 0 1.228 Swansonss 400 0.203 A

Tores20 40 10230 Figgldcf 30 1 0254 | Cmwth2b 40 10262 lofin2b — 201 1.250 1 0P 50 0 0997 Boeap . 300 1000 | Coldsf 4000000 Baesib 311 1.209

Tevinoc 31 0 0.262 Ystzmskif 10 0 0213 | Kmss 40 1022 Melendezlf 300 0167 | po ™m0 45500 6" yBiech 000 0241 | S0sa3 300 0.156 Sénchezdh 311 2.228

Totals 38711 7 Casaic 30 0 0.217 Campsnoc 40 0 0.224 Fermnc 301 0.296 Amame 300 0186 Fletchercft 200 0.173 Chouiorf 412 3.214

Totas 38511 5 Aocrcf/f 41 1 0.242 Isbel cf 100 0.208 y 00918 | Ttais 2935 3 Totals 3169 6

Totals 35310 3 Hampsoncf 200 0 .314 cAmstrg 1 .

New York 100 020 004—7 11 0 Totals 2747 4 Totals 34282 Chicago 200 100 000-3 5 0

San Francisco 011 102 000-5 11 1 o T 000 0005 10 o i 040 000 02%-6 9 0

Walks—New York 5: Judge 2, Stanton 1, Verdugo 1, Trevino 1. San San Diego 000 010 020-3 10 0 incinnati -

¢ o Kansas City 000 100 003-4 7 1 Chicago 000 011 000-2 8 0 Walks—Chicago 3: Pham 1, Lee 1, Fletcher 1. Milwaukee 4: Turang 1,

Francisco 1: Flores 1. Strikeouts—New York 12: Volpe 1, Soto 2, Judge 1,
Stanton 2, LeMahieu 2, Rizzo 2, Torres 1, Trevino 1. San Francisco 10: Ramos 3,
Wisely 3, Matos 1, Schmitt 1, Fitzgerald 1, Casali 1. E—Casali (1). LOB—New
York 9, San Francisco 8. 2B—Verdugo (12), Stanton (9), Soler (9), Chapman
(15). 3B—Volpe (5). HR—Soto (16), off Snell; Soto (17), off Doval; Ramos (3),
off Cortes; Schmitt (2), off Cortes. RBIs—Soto 3 (53), Verdugo 2 (33), Volpe
(25), Stanton (32), Schmitt 2 (5), Ramos 3 (16). SB—Judge (4). Runners
left in SP—New York 7 (Volpe, Verdugo 2, Rizzo 2, LeMahieu 2); San
Francisco 4 (Wisely, Soler, Casali, Schmitt). RISP—New York 3 for 11; San

Francisco 2 for 10.
New York R ER BB SO NP ERA
330 95 3.46
18 5.01
6 324
30 1.20
12137
ERA
99 951
14 4.00
14 2.90
10 2.89
Doval, L, 2-1, BS, 32 424
Ta.ROGers ..o 1 278

U—Jonathan Parra, Hunter Wendelstedt, Marvin Hudson, Nick Mahrley.
T—2:55. Tickets sold—39,485 (41,915).
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Walks—San Diego 2: Tatis 1, Profar 1. Kansas City 3: Garcia 1, Perez 1,
Frazier 1. Strikeouts—San Diego 7: Wade 1, Tatis 1, Profar 1, Machado 1,
Solano 1, Cronenworth 1, Campusano 1. Kansas City 5: Witt 1, Perez 1, Fermin 2,
Hampson 1. E~Zerpa (1). LOB—San Diego 7, Kansas City 4. 2B—Solano (3),
Azocar (2). 3B—Veldzquez (1). RBIs—Araez (12), Tatis (31), Machado (30),
Pasquantino  (40), Velazquez 2 (23), Loftin (7). CS—=Witt (7).
SF—Pasquantino, Loftin. S—Loftin. Runners left in scoring
position—San Diego 3 (Cronenworth 2, Kim); Kansas City 2 (Fermin,
Melendez). RISP—San Diego 3 for 8; Kansas City 1 for 4. Runners moved
up—Melendez. GIDP—Campusano, Loftin. DP—San Diego 1 (Kim,
Cronenworth, Arraez); Kansas City 1 (Loftin, Witt, Pasquantino).

San Diego IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
KiNg..oovveveiicisiiciiis 7411 2 4 105 3.82
De Los Santos, H,6.....1 1 0 0 0 1 12 3.63
Matsui, L, 3-1,BS,0-3.% 2 3 3 1 0 16 391
Kansas City IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
6511 2 6 97 321

100 0 0 11 2.88

422 00 21 231

000 0 O 11 511

000 0 1 11 6.00

U—Mike Muchlinski, Tom Hanahan, Jansen Visconti, Andy Fletcher.
T—2:39. Tickets sold—21,825 (38,427).

a-grounded out for Wisdom in the 8th. b-walked for Bote in the 9th. c-flied
out for Amaya in the 9th.

Walks—Cincinnati 3: India 1, Benson 2. Chicago 2: Suzuki 1, Busch 1.
Strikeouts—Cincinnati 10: Fried! 1, De La Cruz 4, Stephenson 1, Hurtubise 1,
India 1, Benson 2. Chicago 7: Suzuki 3, Morel 1, Swanson 2, Bote 1.
LOB—Cincinnati 6, Chicago 9. 2B—Fraley (6), Bellinger (10). HR—Fried (1),
off Brown. RBIs—India (19), Fried! 3 (6), Fraley (8), Bellinger (27), Bote (1).
SF—India, Fraley. Runners left in scoring position—Cincinnati 2 (De La
Cruz 2); Chicago 4 (Wisdom, Morel 2, Suzuki). RISP—Cincinnati 2 for 7;
Chicago 1 for 11. Runners moved up—Friedl. GIDP—Stephenson, Morel.
DP—Cincinnati 1 (Candelario, India, Steer); Chicago 1 (Swanson, Hoerner,
Wisdom).

Cincinnati H RER BB SO NP ERA
Lodolo, W, 5-2 .. 722 13 90 3.11
Martinez, H, 2 100 0 3 22 420
Diaz, S, 12-14... 000 1 1 17 5.64
i H RER BB SO NP ERA
655 1 6 76 3.33

100 0 1 19 476

Hendricks . 300 2 3 45 9.38

HBP—Lodolo 2 (Morel,Happ), Brown (Hurtubise). U—Brian 0'Nora, Chris
Conroy, Brennan Miller, Derek Thomas. T—2:24. Tickets sold—38,129
(41,363).

Adames 1, Ortiz 1, Bauers 1. Strikeouts—Chicago 12: Pham 3, Julks 1, Sheets
1, DeJong 1, Lee 1, Colds 2, Sosa 2, Fletcher 1. Milwaukee 6: Turang 1, Adames
2, Bauers 1, Sanchez 1, Chourio 1. LOB—Chicago 4, Milwaukee 6. 2B—Lopez
(4), Bauers (9). HR—Delong (9), off Peralta; Chourio (6), off Nastrini.
RBIs—Sheets (22), DeJong 2 (20), Bauers (25), Chourio 3 (19), Sanchez 2
(21). SB—Bauers (7). €S—Ortiz (3). SF—DeJong. Runners left in scoring
position—Chicago 2 (Colds 2); Milwaukee 3 (Contreras, Chourio 2).
RISP—Chicago 1 for 4; Milwaukee 2 for 7. GIDP—Contreras. DP—Chicago 1
(Sosa, Lopez, Sheets); Milwaukee 1 (Yelich, Contreras, Yelich).

Chicago IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Nastrini, L, 0-5 43 44 3 1 78 9.74
100 0 2 27 428

200 0 1 15 5.87

222 00 7 479

%100 1 2 18 7.45

Milwaukee H RER BB SO NP ERA
Peralta, W, 4-3 433 117 97 3.74
Herget, H, 1 000 2 5 31 235
Paredes, S, 100 0 0 13 0.00

Inherited runners-scored—Brebhia 2-2, Paredes 2-0. HBP—Nastrini
(Sanchez), Paredes (Delong). WP—Peralta. U—Edwin Jimenez, Stu
Scheuwater, Jordan Baker, Mark Carlson. T-2:29. Tickets sold—30,442
(41,700).

St.Louis  AB R H BI Avg. Philadelphia AB R H BI Avg.
Winn ss 431 0.299 Schwrberdh 501 0.239
BurlesonIf 511 2.273 Stottss 401 2.239
Gldschdt 1b 50 1 0.221 Harper 1b 500 0.270
Gorman2b 412 3.223 Bohm3b 500 0.304
Arenado3b 402 0.257 MarshIf 311 0.265
Carpenterdh 4 0 0 0.205 Pache If 100 0.216
Fermin dh 100 0.150 Castlinosrf 512 0.215
Herrera ¢ 401 0.260 Menifield2b 400 0.176
Carlson rf 400 0.133 Stubbsc 411 1.176
Siani cf 401 0.211 Rojas cf 311 1.225
Totals 3959 5 Totals 3947 4

St. Louis 202 000 0001 _ 5 9 3
F i 020 020 000 O _ 4 70

Walks—St. Louis 3, Philadelphia 2. Strikeouts—St. Louis 9: Winn 1,
Goldschmidt 3, Gorman 2, Arenado 1, Carlson 1, Siani 1. Philadelphia 11:
Schwarber 3, Harper 3, Marsh 1, 1-Pache 1, Castellanos 1, Merrifield 1, Stubbs
1. E=Winn (9), Lynn (2), Herrera (1). LOB—St. Louis 8, Philadelphia 9.
2B—Herrera (3), Stubbs (1). HR—Gorman (11), off Walker; Burleson (6), off
Walker. RBIs—Gorman 3 (28), Burleson 2 (20), Stubbs (3), Rojas (18), Stott 2
(32). SB—Stott 2 (16). S—Rojas. Runners left in SP—St. Louis 4 (Fermin,
Herrera 2, Siani); Philadelphia 7 (Castellanos, Rojas, Bohm, Schwarber 2,
Marsh 2). RISP—St. Louis 1 for 8 Phi\adellzph'\a 3 for 17.
St. Louis ER BB S

IPHR 0 ERA

43 40 2 4 78 323

1000 0 2 12 4.85

200 0 0 16 3.04

A% 0 00 0 2 14 124

Kittredge .. 1200 0 1 16 3.00
King, W, 2- 1000 0 O 5 1.50
Helsley, S, 19-20.. 1000 0 2 11 242
Philadelphia IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Walker . 55 44 3 5 93 573
Strahm. 1000 0 1 14 0.75
Kerkering.. 1000 0 1 16 1.33
1200 0 1 14 1.05

1000 0 1 9 320

1210 0 0 17 491

U- Jeremy Riggs, Adrian Johnson, Junior Valentine, Doug Eddings. T—3:04.
Tickets sold—41,190 (42,901).

TEXAS 6, MIAMI 0

Texas AB R H BI Avg. Miami AB R H BI Avg.
Semien2b 21 1 0.258 Myers rf-If 400 0.250
Seagerss 51 1 0.268 DelaCruzlf 401 0.249
Grssmndh 31 1 1.185 Peredac 000 0.000
Jnkwskidh 20 1 1.253 Burger1b 401 0.222
Garcia rf 51 2 2.231 Belldh 401 0.243
Heim ¢ 40 0 0.245 Chisholmef 400 0.252
Langfordif 40 0 0.222 Rivera 3b 301 0.212
Hill If 00 0 0.222 Lopez2b 301 0.29
JSmith3b 41 2 0.287 TAndersnss 300 0.191
Duranlb 30 0 0.270 Fortesc 201 0.176
clowelb 11 1 0.258 Sanchezrf 101 0.250
Taverascf 30 1 1.246 Totals 32070
Totals 36610 5

Texas 300 001 002-6 10 O
Miami 000 000 000 -0 7.0

Walks—Texas 4: Semien 3, Taveras 1. Strikeouts—Texas 5: Seager 1,
Heim 2, Langford 1, J.Smith 1. Miami 11: Myers 3, De La Cruz 1, Burger 2, Bell 1,
Chisholm 1, Rivera 1, Lopez 1, T.Anderson 1. LOB—Texas 7, Miami 5.
2B—J.Smith (14). HR—Garcfa (13), off Rogers. RBIs—Grossman (3), Garcfa
2 (40), Taveras (13), Jankowski (7). Runners left in scoring
position—Texas 4 (Garcia 2, Seager, Langford); Miami 2 (Chisholm,
TAnderson). RISP—Texas 3 for 12; Miami O for 4. Runners moved
up—Heim, Taveras, Garcia, Jankowski. GIDP—Heim, Fortes, De La Cruz.
DP—Texas 2 ().Smith, Semien, Duran; J.Smith, Semien, Duran); Miami 1
(T.Anderson, Lopez, Burger)

[exas H RER BB SO NP ERA
Heaney, W, 2- ,6 400 0 7 94 3.99
..... 1200 0 1 16 3.12
Robenson 1100 0 1 11 3.00
G.Anderson... 1000 0 2 13 6.43
Miami IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
66 44 2 3 87 5.68

1000 1 0 20 717

1100 0 1 14 130

1322 11 29 3.76

U—Will Little, Quinn Wolcott, Lance Barksdale, Nic Lentz. T—2:24.
Tickets sold—13,351 (37,446).
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Roberts finally gets to use trio of relievers

[Philllips, from B10]
cause of surgeries on both
knees, has been a back-of-
the-bullpen mainstay all
season, witha2-1record, 2.35
ERA and three saves in 23
games entering Tuesday’s
game at Pittsburgh, and
Treinen has not given up an
earned run in 9 ?/; innings of
his first 10 games.

But Saturday night
marked the first time this
season that all three right-
handers pitched in the same
game, a luxury Roberts lik-
ened to receiving a Christ-
mas gift.

“To go to Hudson,
Treinen and Evan was pretty
exciting for me,” Roberts
said. “Treinen and Huddy
have been so good for us —
for them to come off injury
lastyearand beinserted into
theirnormalroles and thrive
has been great. And to have
Evan back and do what he
did, it certainly makes you
feel good about the back end
ofthe game.”

The return of Phillips,
who struck out one of three
batters in a clean ninth in-
ning Saturday night, should
solidify the back end of the
bullpen.

“Now we know that every
time we get a lead in the
ninth inning,” outfielder
Teoscar Hernandez said,
“it’s close to 100% that we’re
gonna win the game.”

But even with Phillips,
the relief corps remains far
from whole. Right-hander
Brusdar Graterol, who went
4-2 with a 120 ERA in 68
gamesin 2023, hasbeen side-
lined all season because of
shoulder inflammation and
has not even resumed
throwing.

And right-handers Ryan
Brasier, who had a 4.63 ERA
in12 games before suffering a
right calf strain in late April,
and Joe Kelly, who had a 1.69
ERA in 10 /3 innings of his
previous 12 games before go-
ing on the injured list be-
cause of a shoulder strain in
early May, are weeks away
from returning.

“I think when our entire
staff is healthy, we’re going
to be in a great position to
win,” Phillips said. “We still
have a lot of major pieces
missing. We're waiting for
Joe Kelly and Ryan Brasier
... to picture that bullpen
when the time comes will be
alot of fun.

“We’ll see when that time
is, but some of the new guys

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

SHOHEI Ohtani, here struggling to connect against Colorado, has been in an extended slump since mid-May.

that have been here the last
couple of weeks have picked
up some of the slack and
have been really impres-
sive.”

Sho stopper

Shohei Ohtani looked
like a leading National
League most valuable play-
er candidate inmid-May, the
slugger batting .364 with a
1108 on-base-plus-slugging
percentage, 12 homers, 16
doubles, 30 RBISs, 34 runs, 38
strikeouts and 22 walks in
his first 43 games.

But Ohtani has been in
an extended slump since
then, batting .193 (11 for 57)
with a.621 OPS, two homers,
one double, eight RBIs, sev-
en runs, 15 strikeouts and
five walks in his last 15
games, dropping his average
t0.322and OPS to.988 enter-
ing Tuesday.

Ohtani had two hits, in-
cluding a two-run homer,
and three RBIs in the first
game of a doubleheader
sweep of the Mets in New
York last Tuesday, but he

had a quiet weekend against
the Rockies, going one for
nine with four strikeouts,
three walks and a stolen
base in three games.

Ohtani suffered a right
hamstring bruise when he
was hit by a pickoff throw
from Reds left-hander Brent
Suter on May 16. Roberts be-
lieves there is a correlation
between that injury and
Ohtani’s recent struggles.

“His words, he doesn’t
feelit when he’s swinging the
bat,” Roberts said. “But he’s
a finely tuned machine, and
sometimes, in the context of
asports car, whenit’s not fir-
ing on all cylinders, it just
doesn’t runright.

“When his back was bo-
thering him a little bit [in
early May] you saw some
funkier swings, a little bit
more chase. His hamstring
is bothering him a little bit,
youseealittle bit of the same
thing. But I think that he’s
getting close to where he
needs to be physically. I
think that staying to the big
part of the field is aremedy.”

Second to none

Miguel Rojas has made
only eight ofhis 36 starts this
season at second base, a po-
sition he has made 39 starts
at during his 1l-year career,
but the veteran utility man
who was the team’s regular
shortstop in 2023 has
made a quick study of the
position.

Rojas teamed with third
baseman Kiké Hernandez to
turn two slick double plays
in Sunday’s 4-0 win over the
Rockies, the first with a
lightning-quick  glove-to-
hand transfer on Brandan
Rodgers’ sixth-inning
grounder to Hernandez’s
left and the second on Kris
Bryant’s one-hopper right
at Herndndez to end the
game.

“When youre really
watching the game and valu-
ing outs and the usage of
pitchers, you know that Kiké
cutting off Mookie [Betts,
the shortstop] to get that
ball [from Rodgers] and
Miggy Ro turning the double

NHL PLAYOFFS

Will Cup cap Oilers’ unlikely journey?

ASSOCIATED PRESS

EDMONTON, Canada —
For the Edmonton Oilers,
the journey from worst to
first in the Western Confer-
ence is complete. And now a
chance at the Stanley Cup is
their reward.

Connor McDavid had a
goal and an assist in the
opening period to get Ed-
monton going, Stuart Skin-
ner stopped 34 shots for his
hometown team and the Oil-
ers capped an improbable
run to the Stanley Cup Final
by beating the Dallas Stars
2-1 on Sunday night.

Zach Hyman also scored
— like McDavid, on a first-
period power play — and Ev-
an Bouchard had two assists
for the Oilers, who won the
Western Conference final in
six games and will play for
the Cup for the first time
since 2006.

They’ll be heading to
Florida for Game 1 of the
Stanley Cup Final, sched-

uled to open Saturday night.
At 2,540 miles between Ed-
monton and Sunrise, Fla..,
it’s the longest distance be-
tween Stanley Cup Final op-
ponents in NHL history.

“When the horn went off,
that’s the loudest I ever
heard it,” McDavid told
Sportsnet amid the on-ice
postgame celebration as Ed-
monton fans chanted “We
want the Cup” over and over.
“Special place to play, hon-
estly. So much history. And
these fans, it was great to
hear their support.”

Mason Marchment
scored midway through the
third period and Jake Oet-
tinger stopped eight shots
for the Stars, who finished
the regular season with the
second-best record in the
NHL — 113 points, just one
behind the New York Rang-
ers in the race for the Presi-
dents’ Trophy.

But the Stars, just like
the Rangers, let a 2-11lead in
the conference finals get
away. Dallas scored five

JASON FRANSON The Canadian Press via AP
DALLAS’ Thomas Harley (65) and Chris Tanev (3) battle for the puck with Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl in the
second period of the Oilers’ 2-1 series-clinching triumph in Game 6 of the Western Conference finals.

NHL PLAYOFF
SCHEDULE

WESTERN CONFERENCE
FINALS

1C Dallas vs. 2P Edmonton
Oilers win, 4-2

Gm 1 | Edmonton 3, Dallas 2 (20T)
Gm 2 | Dallas 3, Edmonton 1

Gm 3 | Dallas 5, Edmonton 3

Gm 4 | Edmonton 5, Dallas 2

Gm 5 | Edmonton 3, Dallas 1

Gm 6 | Edmonton 2, Dallas 1

STANLEY CUP FINAL

1A Florida vs. 2P Edmonton
Best-of-sever series

Gm 1 | Saturday at Florida, 5
Gm 2 | Monday at Florida, 5
Gm 3 | June 13 at Edmonton, 5
Gm 4 | June 15 at Edmonton, 5
Gm 5 | June 18 at Florida, 5*
Gm 6 | June 21 at Edmonton, 5*
Gm 7 | June 24 at Florida, 5*

*-if necessary | Times PDT, p.m.
TV: All games on Channel 7

goals in Game 3 to take the
series lead; the Stars man-
aged four goals total in the

next three games.

“I would probably argue
that was our best game of
the series,” Stars forward
Jamie Benn said. “Didn’t go
ourway.”

“Proud of our group,
proud of our fight, proud of
our battle,” Stars coach Pe-
ter DeBoer said.

Just by getting to the Cup
final, Edmonton has done
something truly extraordi-
nary — making the title se-
ries after finding itself 10
points out of a playoff spot
during the regular season.
Entering games on Nov. 24,
the Oilers were 5-12-1, 10
points back of Seattle and
St. Louis for the final wild-
card spot in the West and 19
points behind Vegas for the
top spot in the conference.

Edmonton is just the
third team in NHL history to
make the final after being 10
points or more out of a play-
off spot; the others were To-
ronto in 1958-59 and St. Lou-
is in 2018-19. The Blues won
the Cup that season.

play was huge,” Roberts
said.

“And the last one, Miggy
makes a good play turning it
and Freddie [Freeman]
staysonthe [first-base] bag.
... I mean, those are plays
that change games and al-
low me to keep guys fresh
and save arms, t00.”

Rojas has played only 71
innings at second base but
has already accumulated
two defensive runs saved
there, according to Fan-
graphs, which would rank
him seventh among qualify-
ing major league second
basemen.

“It’s a little bit of adjust-
ment for me because I
haven’t played second base
inawhile, soI'm getting that
[internal] clock back,” Rojas
said. “When I know a runner
can fly, I do my best to throw
the ball as fast as I can. It
doesn’t matter if it’s not a
perfect throw, because I
know ifI get it there, Freddie
will do a good job of getting
it.

one Kris Bryant hit, Thaveall
thetimeintheworld,soIcan
make sure that I catch the
ball and make a better throw
to first.”

Buehler’s high bar

Walker Buehler seemed
relatively patient with hisin-
ability to recapture his dom-
inant 2019-2021 form im-
mediately after returning
from a second Tommy John
surgery and a near 23-
month-long absence in early
May.

“I'm not freaked out —
I'm actually pretty encour-
aged by a lot of the things
I’'vedone,” Buehler said after
giving up three runs and five
hits in 3 /3 innings of a 4-0
loss to San Diego in his sec-
ond start on May 12. “I'm
kind of giving myself a little
grace for a few more starts,
and then after that, that
kind of ‘happy to be here’
thing will go away.”

That grace period clearly
ended Friday night after
Buehler gave up four runs —
three earned — and six hits,
struck out seven and walked
fourinsixinnings ofa4-11oss
to the Rockies, dropping the
right-hander to 1-3 with a
4.32 ERA in five starts in
which he has struck out 24,
walked seven and been
tagged for six homers in 25
innings.

Asked to assess his over-
all performance, Buehler
said he “feelslike [crap]” and
is “not anywhere close to
where Iwant to be...it’skind
of put-up or shut-up time for
me.” Roberts felt the ultra-
demanding Buehler was be-
ing a little too hard on him-
self.

“I guess that’s how you
want it, but there is a bal-
ance of managing expecta-
tions, and I think that’s
where [pitching coach]
Mark Prior and I come into
play,” Roberts said. “Indi-
vidually, he’s gonna expect
the best of himself, but for
me, for our organization to
sort of temper [expecta-
tions] and know that
this is still a process is im-
portant.

“I think Walker can take
something positive out of
each outing. A year ago to-
day, he was at home in Ken-
tucky watching his team-
mates, so there’s been a
world of change since then,
and he’s put in a lot of work
[to get here] so we can’t lose

“But I know like the last that perspective.”
PRO CALENDAR
TUE WED THU FRI SAT
4 5 6 7 8
at
f » at at at at
E Pittshurgh | Pittsburgh | Pittsburgh [\"" Yj“"ees N.Y. Yankees
3:30 3:30 3:30 SNLA 4:30
DODGERS SNLA SNLA SNLA Apple TV-+ ch. 11
SAN DIEGO | SAN DIEGO HOUSTON | HOUSTON
6:30 6:30 6:30 7
BSW BSW, FS1 BSW BSW
MINNESOTA DALLAS
7 7
SpecSN ION

JUNE 15: VS, KANSAS CITY, 7:30 P.M., APPLE TV

JUNE 15: AT ORLANDO, 4:30 P.M. PDT, APPLE TV

at NJ/NY
Gotham
9:30 a.m.
Ch.2,
ANGEL CITY Paramount+
Shade denotes home game.
TODAY ON THE AIR
TIME |EVENT ON THE AIR
BASEBALL
3:30 p.m. Dodgers at Pittsburgh TV: SNLA
R: 570, 1020
4p.m. Minnesota at New York Yankees TV:1BS
6:30 p.m. San Diego at Angels TV: BSW
R: 830, 1330
6:30 p.m. San Francisco at Arizona TV: MLB
BASKETBALL: WNBA
5p.m. New York at Chicago TV: NBA
7p.m. Phoenix at Seattle TV: CBSSN
CYCLING
6a.m. [Critérium du Dauphiné: Stage 3 [TV: Peacock
SOCCER
9a.m. Men's international friendly, Slovenia vs. Armenia |TV: FS2
11:45a.m. Men's international friendly, Portugal vs. Finland  |TV: FS2
Noon UEFA Women's Euro qualifying, TV: CBSSN
France vs. England
4:30 p.m. Women's international friendly, TV:FS2
Canada vs. Mexico
5p.m. Women's international friendly, TV:TNT, TruTV,
U.S. vs. South Korea Universo
TENNIS
6a.m. French Open, quarterfinals TV: Tennis
2 a.m. (Wed.) |French Open, quarterfinals TV: Tennis
SPORTS EXTRA

For late coverage of Dodgers, Angels and
Sparks games and more, see our daily digital
eNewspaper. Subscribers get free access to
an exclusive “Sports Extra.”

View it on your phone,

tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.
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WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times

TYLER GLASNOW has been a solid ace for the Dodgers’ rotation, but his growing workload might put a strain on the injury-prone right-hander later in the season.

Dodgers look unconvincing so far

They’re winning now, but
issues continue to cloud
World Series aspirations

DYLAN HERNANDEZ

The Dodgers are winning
again.

They followed their sweep
of the New York Mets by tak-
ing the last two games of their
three-game series against the
Colorado Rockies during the
weekend.

Mookie Betts homered in
their series finale against the
RockKies, a 4-0 victory on Sunday at Dodger
Stadium. Freddie Freeman also homered.
Second-yearright-hander Gavin Stone
further cemented his place in the rotation
by pitching five scoreless innings.

The Dodgers are 38-23, the second-best
record in the National League. They have a
6 />-game division lead over the second-
place San Diego Padres.

Yet, none of this was convincing.

None of this answered the long-standing
questions about them.

None of this felt like persuasive evidence
for why they wouldn’t crash and burn in the
postseason as they have in each of the previ-
ous three years.

They have identified a postseason
Game 1starterin Tyler Glasnow, but who
comes after [See Hernandez, B8]

RYAN SUN Associated Press

THE RETURN of reliever Evan Phillips, who struck out one of three batters in a,
clean ninth inning Saturday night, should solidify the back end of the bullpen.

Phillips’ return
a shot in arm for
Roberts’ bullpen

By MiKE DIGIOVANNA

Managing a 4-1 victory over the Colorado
Rockies on Saturday night was like sitting in
theback seat of a self-driving car for Dodgers
field boss Dave Roberts.

Right-hander Yoshinobu Yamamoto de-
livered a quality start, giving up one run and
seven hits in six innings and turning the
game over to the bullpen with a three-run
lead.

With his three highest-leverage relievers
available, Roberts used Daniel Hudson in
the seventh inning, Blake Treinen in the
eighth and closer Evan Phillips in the ninth,
a clockwork-like strategy that Roberts had
been able to deploy ...like, never, this season.

Phillips had an 0.66 ERA and converted
all eight of his save opportunities in his first
14 games before going on the injured list be-
cause of a right hamstring strain on May 5,
the same day that Treinen, who sat out most
0f 2022 and 2023 because of shoulder injuries
and was slowed this spring by fractured ribs,
made his 2024 Dodgers debut.

Hudson, who also sat out most of 2022
and 2023 be- [See Phillips, B9]

WOMEN’S COLLEGE WORLD SERIES :STANFORD 3, UCLA1

UCLA’S TAYLOR STEPHENS walks off the field as Stanford players revel in their 3-1 victory over the Bru-
ins in a Women’s College World Series elimination game at Devon Park in Oklahoma City on Sunday.

Bruins’ magic run in

A hard end for
UCLA softball

City for the eighth time in
nine seasons but did so after

. fighting off the program’s
COHCgC World Series worst start in almost 40
comes up one rally years.

“When I put it all to-

BRYAN TERRY The Oklahoman

short against Stanford.

By THUC NHI NGUYEN

OKLAHOMA CITY —
The clock struck midnight
on UCLA’s Bruin Magic.

After a season defined by
miraculous wins, the Bruins
came up one rally short, los-
ing 3-1in a Women’s College
World Series elimination
game to No. 8 Stanford on
Sunday at Devon Park.

Although UCLA (43-12)
scored onlyoneruninitslast
two games, coach Kelly
Inouye-Perez still called the
season a successful come-
back for the Bruins, who not
only returned to Oklahoma

gether, this is the greatest
year of coaching I've experi-
enced,” Inouye-Perez said,
fighting off tears. “Man,
building belief, building
trust, building a team that
could fight. We were right
where we needed to be, and
weran out of time.”

The Bruins were 3-4 in
February before they surged
towin 30 of theirlast 35 regu-
lar-season games. UCLA
took a nation-leading 14-
game winning streak into
Saturday’s game against
Oklahoma and then floun-
dered against two of the
country’s top pitchers.

After Oklahoma’s Kelly

[See UCLA, B7]

Hall of Fame lineman Allen dies at 52

The Indiana Fever star is knocked down by Chicago’s | The six-time All Pro, inducted in 2013 after a career
Chennedy Carter, then has to deal with the fallout. B | mostly with the Dallas Cowboys, was on vacation. Bé

A worst-to-first journey for Edmonton | Rough-and-tumble weekend for Clark

Will the Oilers cap off an improbable season with a
Stanley Cup victory over the Florida Panthers? B9
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ASHLEY LANDIS Associated Press

THE ANGELS’ Jo Adell scores on a sacrifice fly by pinch-hitter Luis Guillorme in the eighth inning. The Angels won to improve their MLB-worst home record to 8-21.

Angels look right at home to end slide

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jo Adell doubled and scored the
tiebreaking run on two flyouts in
the eighth inning, sending the An-
gels to a 2-1 victory over the San Di-
ego Padres on Monday night at An-
gel Stadium.

Tyler Anderson pitchedinto the
seventh and Willie Calhoun had an
early RBI single for the Angels,
who ended their five-game skid.

Calhoun had two of the Angels’
four hits as they improved the
worst home record in the majors to
8-21 in the opener of a six-game

homestand.

Adell led off the eighth with a
double off the right-field wall
against Adrian Morejon (1-1). Adell
moved to third on Zach Neto’s fly-
out and scored easily on pinch-hit-
ter Luis Guillorme’s long sacrifice
fly to center off Jeremiah Estrada.

Manny Machado homered for
the Padres, who lost their second
straight after a 5-1 surge. San Di-
ego’s powerful lineup failed to score
after the first inning and went 0 for
6 with runners in scoring position.

Hunter Strickland (2-1) es-
caped two jams before Angels
closer Carlo Estévez finished for

hisninth save.

Both starting pitchers excelled
inthe openerofaseries betweenin-
terleague rivals separated by
about 90 miles of the I-5 freeway.

Matt Waldron gave up two hits
and struck out four over 6 in-
nings in another strong start for
San Diego. The part-time knuckle-
baller pitched into the seventh in-
ning for the first two times in his ca-
reer in his last two starts.

Anderson yielded five hits and
three walks for the Angels. He has
permitted one run in each of his
last four starts, totaling 26 2/ in-
nings.

Machado hit a 438-foot drive off
the fake rock pile beyond center
field in the first inning for his sixth
homer of the season.

Luis Rengifo singled in the
fourth for the Angels’ first hit.
Rengifo then stole second and
scored on Calhoun’s single off a
knuckleball, ending Waldron’s
streak of 13 straight scoreless in-
nings over three starts.

Jurickson Profar walked in the
sixth and attempted to score from
first on Fernando Tatis Jr.’s double
to left but was out at the plate on
Neto’s relay throw from shortstop.

San Diego got two runners onin

the seventh to chase Anderson, but
Strickland got pinch-hitter David
Peralta to fly out to the warning
track. The Padres had two more
runners on with one out in the
eighth, but Strickland also es-
caped that jam.

Short hops

Angels first baseman Nolan
Schanuel returned from a three-
game absence because of a sore left
thumb. ... Infielder Brandon Drury
(hamstring) took grounders and
hit on the field. He has been out
since May 8 but hopes to return
next week.

With the Belmont,
historic Saratoga

is high in the saddle

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Health, history and horses are
the three H’s carved into the wel-
come sign when travelers ventur-
ing into New York’s Adirondack
Mountains reach Saratoga
Springs.

Horses have always been the
main event here, where the oldest
active sporting venue in the coun-
try, Saratoga Race Course, stands
at the heart of the town of 30,000.

Saratoga has seen upsets since
opening before the end of the Civil
War, including Upset defeating
decorated Man o’ War and Triple
Crown winner American Pharaoh
slipping up against Keen Ice in the
Travers.

For the first time, Saratoga
Race Course will have the best 3-
year-olds in the world duke it out in
a Triple Crown race when the ven-
erable track hosts the Belmont
Stakes on Saturday.

“I mean, this has been a rumor
for a couple of years regarding the
Belmont in Saratoga,” Mayor John
Safford said. “The fact that it actu-
ally came about is just exciting.”

The excitement is palatable ev-
ery year. Once July rolls around,
Saratoga becomes a full-force race
town: parked cars line the streets,
fans flood the sidewalks walking
with coolers, kids yell, “Get your $1
water here!,” the smell of cigarette

smoke and horses fills the air and
the downtown restaurants pack in
guests.

Racingisthe fifth season of Sar-
atoga. A town that revolves around
a 1Ys-mile dirt track for two
months of the year and has been
doing so for just under 160 years
since John Morrissey wanted a
place to gamble during the day in
1863.

Rumors of the race coming to
Saratoga emerged when the New
York Racing Assn. scheduled $455-
million renovations for Belmont
Park in 2024-25 and needed a new
place to host the final leg of the
Triple Crown. NYRA President
David O’Rourke sent the invitation
to Saratoga, one of the most his-
toric horse-racing cities in the
world and home of the National
Horse Racing Hall of Fame.

In October 2022, Todd
Shimkus, Saratoga Chamber of
Commerce president, received
word that if the funding for the
renovations were approved, Sara-
toga would host the Belmont in
2024 and 2025.

“I can tell you everybody in the
room wanted to hug David
O’Rourke for the opportunity to
host this,” Shimkus said. “We’ve
been anticipating this for almost
two years now and can’t wait.”

This is not the first time the
race, ordinarily run at 1 V2 miles, is
taking place somewhere other

Ri1cK GARGIULO Associated Press

A FOG burns off as the sun rises over a training track at Saratoga Race Course in New York. The
venerable venue will add to its reputation by hosting the Belmont Stakes for the next two years.

than Belmont Park. Aqueduct in
Queens had it from 1963 to 1967
while Belmont underwent renova-
tions.

National Racing Museum histo-
rian and longtime horse-racing
writer Mike Veitch doesn’t know
why the closer Aqueduct was
passed over so quickly but under-
stands why Saratoga was the pick.

“Clearly, Saratoga is popular
and clearly alot of people are going
to be here, so I get that,” Veitch
said. “I think that NYRA probably
knows that there’ll be a big crowd
here, which there will be.”

NYRA has capped the Belmont
Stakes in Saratoga at 50,000 fans,
which is right at capacity. Veitch,

along with locals, is skeptical an
event of this size can happen in
Saratogalogistically.

The city is prepared, and the
Belmont is far from the first large
event to come to Saratoga. The
Grade 1 Travers Stakes is the peak
of the annual summer racing, with
crowds upward 0f40,000.

Last year, Phish played a sold-
out 27,000-crowd concert at the
Saratoga Performing Arts Center
the night before the Travers. The
Travers then had a crowd of 47,000
the next day.

The one-day attendance record
at Saratoga is 72,745 in 2007, far
above the 50,000 Belmont cap.

“It’s 50,000 people here on Sat-

urday, June 8, that is unprecedent-
ed,” Shimkus said. “We’ve never
had that many people here on a
June 8 in the history of Saratoga
Springs. But 50,000 people come
here often over the summer.”

Whether historians and locals
like the Belmont coming to Sarato-
gaornot,the estimated $50-million
revenue boost, along with the ex-
posure for the town is tough to pass
down, and that’s even with Ken-
tucky Derby winner Mystik Dan
losing in the Preakness to elimi-
nate the chance of a Triple Crown
being on the line at the place affec-
tionately known as the Spa.

“It is sure to be an incredibly
exciting weekend,” O’Rourke said.
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Score his latest
movie? Nothing
unusual for Viggo
Mortensen, who
has long used his
own melodies to
imagine scenes.

Making music is a vital
part of his life story

By TiM GREIVING

iggo Mortensen was always
drawn to the old piano in his
grandparents’ house in Wa-
tertown, N.Y., 30 miles south
of the Canadian border, the
community where he lived
after his parents divorced. Whenever he went
over, he would sit down and play. He impro-
vised melodies, usually imagining a scene or
something visual. “It was a comfortable
place to be, and you could sort of travel with
your imagination as you were playing,” the
actor, 65, says via Zoom from his part-time
home in Spain, the afternoon light spilling
from the window behind him as helightsup a
smoke. “Even as a kid, I liked doing that.I

always related music to images. I would
imagine being somewhere.”

It’s only too clear in hindsight that
Mortensen was, essentially, scoring a movie
in his mind.

Now he’s doing it for real. Mortensen has
written and directed “The Dead Don’t
Hurt,” anew western now out in which he also
stars as a Danish immigrant handyman who
leaves his bold new bride (Vicky Krieps) to
serve in the Civil War. As if that weren’t
enough hats to wear, Mortensen composed
the music, performing several instruments
onthe score.

Mortensen, who also scored his 2020 di-
rectorial debut, “Falling,” joins a very exclu-

sive club of directors who’ve created the
music for their own films — from Charlie
Chaplin to Clint Eastwood to Jeymes Samu-
el. But one doesn’t get the sense that this is
some auteurist flex, or even simply a means
to save on the music budget (as was the case
for fellow club member John Carpenter). For
Mortensen, who also does painting and pho-
tography and runs a micro publishing com-
pany, making music has always been a vital
part of telling the story of his life.

“He really is a total, complete artist,” says
Elijah Wood, Mortensen’s “Lord of the Rings”
co-star, onaZoom call from hishome in High-
land Park. “Certainly, there are people who

[See Mortensen, E3]

PRIDE MONTH

Grab the
remote for

LGBTQ+
TV binge

BY ERIK PIEPENBURG

Pride Month is here,
which means parties, pro-
tests and plenty of queer
television.

Parades too: On Sun-
day, Hulu will stream the
54th Los Angeles Pride
Parade startingat 1a.m.;
grand marshals include
actor and activist George
Takei.

The parade will be
hosted by “Good Morning
America” weekend co-
anchor Gio Benitez and
ABCT7 news anchor Ellen
Leyva.

Whether for a vacation
binge or a night at home
with friends, air condition-
ing on blast and cocktails at
the ready, here’s a guide to
queer shows — new, classic
and pioneering — to make
your Pride Month merry.

[See Shows, E2Q]

Comedy marks a special occasion

e s I =

FIFI DOSCH hosts a “very trans, very kinky comedy show” at a secret location.

Documentaries, live
shows, family-friendly
entertainment and
drag fill June schedule.

BY JULIE SEABAUGH

On May 7, 2022, the inau-
gural Netflix Is a Joke festi-
val’s “Stand Out” show
welcomed to the Greek
Theatre stage 22 diverse
LGBTQ+ comedians, in-
cluding Eddie (Suzy) 1z-
zard, Wanda Sykes, Lily
Tomlin, Sandra Bernhard,
Rosie O’Donnell, Trixie
Mattel, Tig Notaro, Sam Jay,
Mae Martin, Joel Kim
Booster, Fortune Feimster
and Bob the Drag Queen. In
the wings, documentary
director Page Hurwitz kept
cameras rolling and conver-
sations flowing.

Hurwitz’s “Outstanding:
A Comedy Revolution,”
which premieres Friday at
New York’s Tribeca Festival
and streams on Netflix June
18, dives deep into the his-
tory of stand-up trailblazers

[See Comedy, E3]

JUSTIN JUN LEE For The Times

TELEVISION
REVIEW

Jousting
for ‘Ren
Faire’
crown

A small-town power

struggle in Texas hits
Shakespearean levels
in HBO docuseries.

ROBERT LLOYD
TELEVISION CRITIC

I haven’t been to a Ren-
aissance faire since — well,
not quite since the Renais-
sance, but a really long time.
I know from the billboards,
though, that a local edition
is still going strong. The one
I knew — the original Ren-
aissance Pleasure Faire —
was held on the Paramount
Ranch in Agoura Hills
among the oaks, a cozy, non-
profit, semi-educational,
handcrafted hippie festival
co-sponsored by KPFK, our
leftist community-spon-
soredradio station. Thiswas
back when LARPing had no
life past Civil War reenac-
tors, before cosplay went
mainstream, before “Dun-
geons & Dragons,” Medieval
Times restaurants and
thatched-rooffantasy block-
buster movies.

All things change, even in
the re-created Renaissance,
and such events, which have
proliferated across the
country and into Europe,
can be big business. In the
documentary series “Ren
Faire,” which premiered
Sunday on HBO, Lance Op-
penheim (“Some Kind of
Heaven”) trains his camera
on the 50-year-old Texas
Renaissance Festival, out-
side of Houston, which
claims to be the biggest in
the nation, and specifically
its founder, owner and op-
erator, George Coulam.

The constructed narra-
tive is one of a power strug-
gle. (This is not a detailed
look into the obviously com-
plex workings of a Renais-
sance faire.) In his mid-80s,
Georgeis thinking of moving
on — he has determined
somehow that he will live to
be 95, exactly, and wants to
leave enough time for work-

[See ‘Ren Faire,” E2Q]
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LGBTQ+TV
shows to binge

[Shows, from Ei]

‘Disco: Soundtrack

of aRevolution’

In 1970s New York, gay and
Black communities got
sweaty together in small
clubs and basement bars to
the beat of disco music, a
genre that made its way into
the global mainstream,
thanks to singers like Donna
Summer and Sylvester and
venues like Studio 54. De-
scribed as a “revisionist
history” of the disco age,
this new docuseries rein-
forces disco as a defining
gay music genre and a cul-
tural phenomenon that
brought together people of
all sexual orientations and
gender identities. (Disco
also faced a hateful, anti-gay
backlash.) The three-part
series also looks at how
disco enabled gay men who
were feeling newly empow-
ered by the gay liberation
movement to find joy and
camaraderie (and sex) on
the dance floor in the years
before a plague changed
everything. (Streaming on
PBS.org; airson PBSon
June18.)

‘Dead Boy Detectives’
Based on Neil Gaiman and
Matt Wagner’s comic book
series, this paranormal
fantasy is about Edwin
(George Rexstrew) and
Charles (Jayden Revri),
teenagers born decades
apart — and ghost besties
now — who run a detective
agency that solves super-
natural mysteries. The
eight-episode series, the
latest in Netflix’s Sandman
Universe, features tender-
hearted queerness and
queer characters in various
stages of coming out and
coming of age. Centralis the
chemistry between Edwin
and Charles, who share a
kind oflove story — homo-
erotic, ifnot “Euphoria”-
style sexual — that under-
scores the value of chosen
families. In his review of the
series, Times television
critic Robert Lloyd called it
“uncommonly well done —
cleverly written, smartly
cast, sensitively played,
marvelously realized.”
(Netflix)

‘Ripley’

Andrew Scott, who with
Paul Mescal plunged into
dark emotional waters in
the gay drama “All of Us
Strangers,” stars as the title
rogue in this slick eight-
episode thriller. Adapted
from Patricia Highsmith’s
1955 novel “The Talented
Mr. Ripley,” the seriesis set
in Italy in the ’60s and fol-
lows Tom Ripley — grifter,
heartbreaker, psychopath
— as he manipulates his way
into the lives of Dickie
(Johnny Flynn), a trust-
fund wielding American,
and Dickie’s lady friend,
Marge (Dakota Fanning).
The question of whether
Ripleyis gayisasold and
unanswered as Highsmith’s
novel and the 1999 film
adaptation starring Matt
Damon. Here, the answeris
still deliciously enigmatic.
In aninterview with The
Times, Scott said, “Ilove the
fact that we don’t know. I
think there’s alot of people
who canrelate to that.” For
an extra scoop of the maca-

bre, Oscar-winning cine-
matographer Robert Elswit
shot the series in stark black
and white. (Netflix)

‘I Kissed a Boy’

From “The Bachelor” to
“Love Is Blind,” gay men
who are fans of reality dat-
ing shows have had to live
through the romantic aspi-
rations of straight people for
along time. (Thanks for
trying, “Boy Meets Boy” and
“Finding Prince Charm-
ing.”) Queer men get anew
chance to watch romance
blossom with dopamine
butterflies and then crack
from tear-soaked rage when
the U.K. s first gay dating
show makes its American
streaming premiere this
month. The Australian
singer Dannii Minogue —
younger sister of gay diva
Kylie —playshost at a
swank mansion where 10
single young men meet,
mingle and make out in
hopes of finding a partner,
oratleastalover (orifthat
doesn’t last, maybe a hot
friend with benefits?).
Crossing the pond some-
time later this year on Hulu:
“IKissed a Girl,” this show’s
sapphic sister. (On Hulu
June 15)

‘Interview With

the Vampire’

This sleek adaptation of
Anne Rice’s beloved and
bestselling vampire novel is
back for a second season
with a few additions (a
Parisian setting) and sub-
tractions (anew actress,
Delaine Hayles, plays the
young but old vampire
Claudia). Returning are the
debonair vampires Louis
(Jacob Anderson) and his
servant, Rashid (Assad
Zaman), who, as it was
revealed in the first season,
was actually Armand, an
ancient vampire who has a
troubled but charged rela-
tionship with Louis. Lestat
(Sam Reid) is back too,
haunting his lover Louis’
imagination and providing
the series with dark and
hallucinatory mischief.
These are some hot, elegant
gay bloodsuckers who speak
French and flash brilliant
smiles but aren’t afraid to
kill to survive — kinda like
Fire Island with fangs. (Sea-
son 2 episodes run weekly
through June 30 on AMC;
streaming on AMC+.)

‘The Second Best

Hospital in the Galaxy’
Fans of queer animation will
have a busy summer, with
characters in every shade of
LGBT and Q appearing on
several new and returning
shows, from “Hazbin Hotel”
to “Harley Quinn.” This
adults-only sci-fi comedy
released in February, from
“Russian Doll” writer
Cirocco Dunlap, is set at an
outer space hospital where
two alien surgeons, best
friends Klak (Keke Palmer)
and Sleech (Stephanie
Hsu), treat their creature-
patients’ oddball interstel-
lar maladies in a world
where gender isn’t binary
and queerness is a given.
The starry cast includes
queer performers Sam
Smith and Bowen Yang and
queer favorites Maya
Rudolph and Natasha Ly-
onne. Dunlap recently told
Yahoo News that the eight
episodesreflect her family’s

ED ARAQUEL Netflix

CHARLES (Jayden Revri, left) and Edwin (George Rexstrew) are ghost besties on “Dead Boy Detectives.”

PBS

DAVID MORALES, a DJ and record producer, is
among those in “Disco: Soundtrack of a Revolution.”

own queer contours. “My
mom is bi, my dad was gay,
my sisterwasina
polyamorous relationship
and that was my growing-up
experience,” she said.
(Prime Video)

‘Veneno’

Cristina Ortiz, the Spanish
transgender singer and
television personality
known as La Veneno (“poi-
son”in Spanish), is the
larger-than-life sensation
that drives this acclaimed
2020 dramedy, a hit in
Spain. Based on a 2016 book
about Ortiz’s life written by
transgender journalist
Valeria Vegas, the eight-
part series blends Ortiz’s
lived history with fictional-
ized accounts of what made
LaVeneno — shewasalsoa
sex worker and model — a
pop culture starin’90s
Spain, when much of the
show is set. Here, La Ve-
neno, who died in 2016 at age
52,is played by a trio of
transgender actresses —
Jedet, Daniela Santiago and
Isabel Torres — who portray
her over the course of her life
not only as an activist, sex
symbol and life of the party
but also as atransgender
woman with a deeply affect-
ing and troubled backstory
— one that will resonate
beyond just queer and
transgender viewers. (Max)

‘The Bisexual’

Desiree Akhavan wrote,
directed and starred in this
six-episode British comedy-
drama about a woman who
gets aboyfriend after leav-
ing herlesbian relationship
of10 years. When the show
debuted six years ago, re-
views were mixed; the
Guardian called it “neither
comic nor dramatic,” but
The Times said it was “ex-
ceptionally funny and heart-
felt.” Since then, the show
has found advocates who
admire AKhavan, a bisexual
Iranian American, for not
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sticking tothe idea that
sexual orientationis a bina-
ry — an observation that in
a “Sex Education” and
“Heartstopper” world puts
this show in the ahead-of-
its-time category. (Hulu)

‘Cucumber’ and ‘Banana’
Watch almost any new
LGBTQ+ television series,
and to be a gay man is to be
physically pert, sexually
athletic, friends with every-
one at the club — in other
words, young. But that’s not
the casein “Cucumber,” a
British series from 2015:
Henry (Vincent Franklin) is
GenX,withabellyand a
graying beard who struggles
to navigate being gay, past
the age 0f40 and on the hunt
for love and sex. It will come
as no surprise that the
creator of this series was
Russell T Davies, the man
behind “Queer as Folk,” the
path-breaking 1999 series
about a group of gay friends
in Manchester, England
(more on that show below).
Davies’ narrative signatures
— cutting wit, frank sex and
dark humor — are at play
here t00. As a companion,
watch “Banana,” Davies’
equally funny comedy about
some of the other charac-
ters from “Cucumber.”

(“Cucumber” and “Banana”
streaming on Freevee.)

‘The L. Word’

Queer women are all over
television in 2024. According
to GLAAD, for the 2023-24
season, there were more
LGBTQ women than men
on broadcast television for
the fifth straight year, and
most of those characters
were lesbians. Television
wasn’t always so sapphic,
which is why Showtime’s
pioneering series about a
group of West Hollywood
lesbians and bisexual wom-
en is worth revisiting. Dur-
ingits six-season run from
2004-09 on Showtime, the
series was like a lesbian
“Bachelor in Paradise,” but
with more emotional
drama, way chicer pantsuits
(but just as much skin) and
franker queer sex. It helped
that actual queer women
were behind the show, in-
cluding Ilene Chaiken, the
series’ creator, and writers
Guinevere Turner and Rose
Troche. The original series
hashadreallegs: “The Real
L Word,” a 2010 reality dating
show, is streaming on Pa-
ramount+, and a 2019 series
reboot, “The L, Word: Gener-
ation Q,” is available to rent
or buy on most major plat-
forms. (Paramount+)

‘Noah’s Arc’

It lasted only two seasons
(2005 t0 2006) when it ranon
the LGBTQ+ network
Logo, but this big-hearted
series about best friends —
played by Darryl Stephens,
Jensen Atwood, Christian
Vincent, Doug Spearman
and Rodney Chester —
remains a touchstone of
Black queer television. Only
ahandful of Black gay male
characters had appeared on
television before, on the
“Sanford and Son” spinoff

“Sanford Arms,” and on
the’90s sitcom “Moesha.”
But this series, created by
Patrik-Ian Polk, was differ-
ent: It was the first Ameri-
candramawith a cast of
all-Black and gay charac-
ters. On the show, which
was set in Los Angeles, the
protagonists experienced
the same degrees of love
(life-changing) and ro-
mance (it’s complicated)
that white characters before
them took for granted. The
series helped set a course
for shows, in a variety of
genres, that featured pos-
itive portrayals of Black gay
male characters, from
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” to
“Pose.” (Paramount+)

‘Queer as Folk’

When this show debuted in
the U.K.in 1999 on the cusp
of Y2K, jaws dropped. On
television, gay men were
generally sad clowns and
tragicloners. Here, they felt
emotions, loved their sup-
portive moms and had sex
with the kind of frankness
never seen on U.S. televi-
sion. (Inits early years,
“Queer as Folk” could be
seen by American audiences
only on bootleg VHS tapes.)
Showtime’s 2000 American
remake, set in Pittsburgh,
hadits charmstoo, eventu-
ally running several seasons
longer than its British coun-
terpart. (For completists
only, there’s also Peacock’s
2022 “Queer as Folk” re-
boot.) Butit’s the British
original — equal parts’90s
time capsule and old-school
melodrama — that today
comes across as a forward-
looking progenitor of “Look-
ing” and other 21st century
shows about gay characters
who are fully, messily, truth-
fully human. (The American
version streams on Pa-
ramount+; the British
version streams on Pluto
and Prime Video.)

Another kind of succession

[‘Ren Faire,’ from E1]

ing on his art, his gardens
andto “chaseladies.” To this
end, he’s on 15 dating apps,
including “sugar daddy”
sites; we accompany him on
a couple of dates to the Olive
Garden, where his first and
potentially only question is
“Are your breasts natural?”

“What is the king without
his  kingdom?” muses
George, who favors shirts
with patches representing
stars and military medals.
“What is the king without his
property? He’s free.” But, as
we will see, giving up his fief-
dom won’t be so easy.

“It’s just a game — some
peoplelose and some people
win and some people win
more than others,” observes
Glenda, a.k.a. Fairy God-
mother, who has known
George for a long while.
“Something to fill that
emptiness, his games.”

Not only is he “King
George” in the context of the
faire and the minds of many
around him, he’s also the
mayor of Todd Mission, the
town he incorporated in or-
der to be able to stage an
event as large as the festival.
(It has its own police force.)
He lives there in a stone-
walled house he calls Star-
gate Manor, a temple of ex-
pensive kitsch with its own
arboretum, chapel — where
George prays to Jesus, Bud-
dha and Mother Nature —
and waiting sarcophagus.
One would call him a naive
artist, were it not for the
master’s degree in art.

Barely daring to imagine
he might one day wear the
crown, but imagining it all
the same, is Jeff Baldwin,
formerly the entertainment
director, the latestin aline of
general managers whose
tenures last no longer than
that of a Spinal Tap drum-
mer. (George is capricious.)
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HBO

GEORGE COULAM is the founder of the Texas Ren-
aissance Festival, the subject of HBO’s “Ren Faire.”

His association with the fes-
tival, which he loves with
childlike passion, goes back
almost to its beginning;
there’s no one more devoted
toit, orto George. (“Heisour
benefactor,” Jeff says to wife
Brandi, now the interim en-
tertainment director. “He is
your benefactor,” Brandi
replies.)

Jeff describes himself as
“the head Oompa Loompa”
to George’s Wonka; in the
“King Lear” metaphor he
kicks around with Brandi,
he’s hopefully Cordelia,
whose imperious, impetu-
ous father finally recognizes
his honest child’s worth.

Jeff’s primary opponent
in this drama of succession
is lean and hungry-looking,
overcaffeinated Louie Migli-
accio. His spiritual, temper-
amental and physical oppo-
site, Louie runs a kettle corn
stand, aburlesque nightclub
and other concessions on
the site; he pounds Red Bull
like it’s a contest, and is de-
termined to buy the festival
— his family is rich — beefit
up with “new and immersive
technology” and, above all,
make alot of money.

“Capitalism has a nega-
tive connotation nowadays,”

says Louie, “but I see the
beautyinit.”

Because the characters
can seem both ridiculous
and relatably human, “Ren
Faire” reads as a comedy, of
a melancholy sort — a not-
so-fun faire. Oppenheim
calls the series a “docu-fan-
tasia,” which is to say, liber-
ties have been taken. Stylis-
tically, it aims for, and
achieves, a cinematic look,
with shallow focus, extreme
close-ups, elaborate camera
movements and some hallu-
cinatory visual and sound ef-
fects to create tension and
indicate emotional distress.

Still, real life has a habit
of imposing itself even on a
docu-fantasia, and “Ren
Faire” does lose a little
steaminitsfinalthird, asthe
characters — now including
a third contender, Darla
Smith, appointed co-man-
ager with Jeff — continue to
go around in circles. You
may share their frustration.

But as time spent in a dif-
ferent sort of place — differ-
ent even from the one the
characters imagine inhab-
iting —it’sa quite rewarding,
even refreshing, not-over-
long watch. And the ending
is, inits way, happy.
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Comedians keep
laughs coming for

[..A. Pride Month

[Comedy, from Ei]

like Moms Mabley (out in
the 1920sin her 20s) and
Robin Tyler (the 1950s, age
16) who demanded equality.

By thelate '70s, Tomlin
explains, “Comedy became
an act of resistance,” in the
face of Anita Bryant’s “Save
Our Children” discrimi-
nation campaign. Bernhard
experienced a parallel battle
with Ronald Reagan in the
’80s. (Historical turns of
progress inevitably meet
religious persecution.) Asa
young comic during the
AIDS crisis, Todd Glass
heard hurtful cracks from
Eddie Murphy, Sam Kinison
and Andrew “Dice” Clay. He
grew fearful of being outed
even as Margaret Cho,
O’Donnell and Ellen De-
Generes rose to stardom
through the ’90s.

Elsewhere in the docu-
mentary, history/political
science buff Guy Branum
lends context to jaw-drop-
ping archival footage, Han-
nah Gadsby speaks to the
rise ofidentity-forward
material, and River Butcher
and Solomon Georgio pay
homage to Izzard’s influ-
ence around the globe.

Onthelocal film front,
comic and cartoonist Mo
Welch’s “Dad Jokes,” a
stand-up special/documen-
tary partially filmed at the
Lodge Room in Highland
Park, debuts on YouTube
June 14. Pioneering trans
activist Tuesday Thomas
getsthe doc treatment with
“The Trash Goes Out on
Tuesday,” premiering June
12 at the Independent Film-
makers Showcase at Regal
L.A.Live.

And not to be outdone,
Trixie Mattel’s packed
calendar for WeHo Pride
2024 — “one of my favorite
Pridesin the universe” —
included Sunday’s annual
Santa Monica Boulevard
parade. (The Comedy Store
returned with its own come-
dian-packed float.) En-

thused Mattel, “I've at-
tended, I've hosted, and I
always have the time of my
life.”

For more Pride Month
festivities, here’s a guide to
must-see live shows across
Los Angeles:

On Friday, Fifi Dosch
hosts “akind of on the hush-
hush” but “very trans, very
kinky comedy show and art
exhibit” at a secret Van
Nuys locale dubbed the
Greenhouse. “We don’t
advertise the address
freely,” Dosch cautions of
the “really fun trans refuge
and party,” but for attend-
ees who message @green
house.comedy.and.art on
Instagram, “We’ll give the
address if we can prove
you're not a cop.” Art show
begins at 6 p.m. with come-
dy at 8. Previews Dosch, “T’ll
be hosting in a hammer-
and-sickle bikini.”

CANTIQ

June 21 at Echo Park’s inclu-
sive lingerie store, Sammy
Mowrey’s “Boyfriend: A
Queer Comedy Show”
brings aboard Jake Noll and
Pluto Papaya, “some of my
favorite queer comedians in
L.A., opening for me while I
run my half-hour set.” In-
tending to tape the special
within the next six to eight
months, Mowrey says, “I'm
trying to get the feel of the
flow.”

THE CROW

In Santa Monica, a new
Family Pride weekend
launches with safe, all-ages
events. June 14 at 7 and

9 p.m., the Crow’s signature
“Storyectomy” series re-
turns with community and
allies getting personal
alongside headliners like
Cameron Esposito. June 15
at the Santa Monica Pier,
the Crow hosts free “Fierce
Fables: Drag Queen Pride —
Family Edition!” story-
telling at the Carousel from
10 a.m. to1p.m., along with
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MARIAH TAUGER Los Angeles Times

APARNA NANCHERLA isin Thursday’s “Nori Reed and Lovers” at the Lab.

MICHAEL BLACKSHIRE Los Angeles Times
CAMERON ESPOSITO will perform at the Crow’s
“Storyectomy” as well as at Frogtown’s Elysian.

face painting, a Family
Pride parade and dance
numbers from Pickle Drag
Queen, Pandora Boxx and
Johnny Gentleman.

Back at the venue’s
Bergamot Station home
base that afternoon, pro-
gramming includes family-
friendly improv from Pull
My Finger, a youth open
mic, the “BYOB (Baby)”
comedy show, music from
singer-songwriter Abby
Posner and “I Gotta Crow”
stand-up with Nina Ngu-
yen, Jeffrey Jay, Jeena
Bloom, Zoe Zakson and

Jackie Monahan.

DYNASTY TYPEWRITER
In Westlake, Natalie Rotter-
Laitman does an hour June
17, Drew Droege’s new
“Messy White Gays” play
gets dirty June 24, and Nikki
Levy hosts “Don’t Tell My
Mother” June 25 with
Rachel Scanlon, Vico Ortiz,
Jen Kober and musical
guests Ezra & the Pussy-
boys.

THE ELYSIAN
Frogtown’s favorite comedy
theater offers “Joe Castle

Baker: Something to Think
About” on Saturday, the
descriptively named “Cam-
eron Esposito Is Taping a
Thing” Sunday, “Twin
Flames” June 16, “Big Dad
Energy” June 27 and
“Gentlemen’s Club” June
30. Longtime scene pro-
ducer Sam Varela’s Naked
Comedy brand further
sweetens the Elysian calen-
dar with Tuesday’s clown-
ing collage “Self-Portraits
With Shan Fahey” and
Saturday’s “Ahamed Wein-
berg Presents: Repent-
ance,” a Downtown Wom-
en’s Shelter fundraiser
with Esposito, Brendan
Scannell and host Titi Lee.

Additional Naked Com-
edy productionsinclude
live-animated show “Pic-
ture This! Pride Edition” at
the Virgil June 21 and Quei
Tann’s “The QT Comedy
Show!” Hollywood Fringe
festival run with rotating
lineups June 16, 21, 23, 27
and 29 at the Los Angeles
LGBT Center.

THE IMPROV

On Thursday at the Lab,
“Nori Reed and Lovers”
gets busy with Sam Oh, EJ
Marcus, Rachel Pegram
and Aparna Nancherla.
June 24’s “The Mav &
Kalea Show” finds Mav
Viola and Kalea McNeill
doing time up top plus

hosting four of their TBA
comedy pals.

LARGO

Before Ellen DeGeneres
begins touring in late June
enroute to filming her final-
ever special, two DeGeneres
test dates were extended to
four: Tuesday, Wednesday,
June 12 and 13. Tig Notaro’s
monthly “Tig Has Friends”
slot momentarily shifts to
Notaro and partner Steph-
anie Allynne’s “She Said,
She Said” June 16.

LYRICHYPERION

From the heart of Silver
Lake, “Planet Courtney”
takes orbit Thursday, “Han-
nah Einbinder Presents
Friends and New Material”
June 21, “two rogue lesbian
nuns take over” in “Divine
Perversions: A Sapphic
Mass” June 23 and Titi Lee
turns “Good Girl Gone
Baddie” June 30.

NICO’S

Atwater Village’s newbie
wine shop only opened in
January, but its Baby Bat-
tista barvenue has already
become an alt hot spot.
“Ever Mainard and Their
Mostly Gay Friends” donate
100% ofticket sales to the
Fund Texas Choice non-
profit June 11, with Mainard
returning June 27 for solo-
show-in-progress “Ottis.”
(Mainard’s “Y’all Gay Pod-
cast” co-host Ali Clayton
released debut comedy
album “Country Queer”
May 31, amere 15 years into
her career.) June 25 at
Nico’s, Naked Comedy and
Jeena Bloom’s “Cruising
Comedy” promises “the
hottest and hardest stand-
up comedy action you can
handle!”

UCB

The Hollywood sketch and
improv mecca showcases
Jesse Esparza and Dan
Leahya.k.a. “Two Loud
Gays” performing “very
loud, very gay” sketch Tues-
day, the all-queer cast of
“Conversion Camp” variety
gets campy Wednesday, and
“Dating Gayme” makes
matches with a “1/2 Homo-
sexual Dating Show, 1/2
Queer Improv Spectacular”
June 16.

Music background for background music

[Mortensen, from Ei]
express themselves in differ-
ent disciplines and have
other interests, but he’s so
accomplished in everything
he does. And he’s very hum-
ble and quiet about it. He
just does.”

As his acting career be-
gan to take off in the 1980s —
his first big screen role was
as an Amish man in Peter
Weir’s “Witness” — Mor-
tensen married punk singer
Exene Cervenka of the Los
Angeles band X after they
played husband and wife in
the 1987 televangelism satire
“Salvation!”

He wrote some lyrics
with her, although his role in
her career was mainly lim-
ited to taking the cover pho-
tos for her solo albums.
Their union ended in 1992,
but it produced a son,
Henry, who became a skilled
musician and “knows a lot
more about punk rock mu-
sic than I do,” Mortensen
says, “even though I like it.”

Still, there was always
something punk, or bohemi-
an, about Mortensen on-
screen —eventhoughhe was
often cast as working-class,
macho types: a drug dealer,
a hit man. He played tough
parts  sensitively, and
straight parts sideways.

A fateful moment came
in the mid-"90s, when the
producers of a spoken word
album about Greek and Ro-
man myths approached
Mortensen to contribute a
piece about Poseidon.

He wrote and performed
a water-themed poem and
“crudely, with a little tape
recorder, recorded some wa-
ter sounds to go with it,” he
says. “I mixed it in a half-
assed way and sent it to the
company.”

They sent it back, fully
mixed, with some interest-
ing guitar parts by an enig-
matic musician whose stage
name was Buckethead.

Brian Patrick Carroll is
an Anaheim native who
wears an upside-down KFC
bucket for a hat over hislong
curly locks and a white “Hal-
loween” mask. Mortensen
asked Buckethead if he
wanted to collaborate, and
they met in the Chatsworth
studio of Travis Dickerson.

Something sparked be-
tween Mortensen, with his
improvisational and decid-
edly nonpop inclinations

and poetic musings, and
Buckethead, with his virtu-
osic shredding and duffel
bag full of Japanese toys.
Their first indie album was
“One Less Thing to Worry
About” in 1997 (long out of
print), which featured a
black-and-white photo of
Mortensen eating a shoe on
its cover.

“We’ve made several re-
cords since then,” says
Mortensen, “all with Travis
recording and laughing
and just enjoying us clown-
ing around. Some things
are really odd to listen to,
I guess. But every once in a
while, we’d come up with a
melody that was really
beautiful.”

The whirlwind, im-
promptu sessions involved
Mortensen’s son from the
beginning. Afterward, “I
would feel just very calm, al-
most like a really benevolent
kind of drug or something I'd
taken,” Mortensen says,
laughing at himself.

“Iwould drive home feel-
ing really good, and then
when we had the record fin-
ished, I would just listen to it
over and over again — espe-
cially driving.”

Even when Mortensen
found blockbuster fame as
Aragorninthe “Rings” films,

he kept making these weirdo
soundscape albums. At the
height of “Rings” fever, he
roped his new co-stars —
Wood, Dominic Monaghan
and Billy Boyd — into con-
tributing on a bizarre record
called “pandemoniumfrom-
america.”

Mortensen “invited us
hobbits to laser tag,” Wood
recalls, and then they all
went over to Dickerson’s
studio, where Buckethead
and a bunch of instruments
were scattered around the
room. “It was just a couple
of friends hanging out and
messing around in the stu-
dio, and suddenly these
things started to take shape
out of the ether.”

On one track, “Half
Fling,” Wood and Mona-
ghan made “high-pitched,
Muppet call-and-response
voices,” says Wood. “I be-
came aware instantly that
the musical expression is
not dissimilar from painting
or photography for him. I
don’t know that it even has
an identifiable genre. I
wouldn’t know how to clas-
sify it. It’s sort of beautifully

undisciplined.”
“We did it for ourselves,
really,” Mortensen says.

“That’s how I see making
art, generally — making it as

a way of remembering what
I'm experiencing at that
time.”

That was the same im-
pulse for Mortensen’s turn
as awriter-director.

“Falling” was inspired by
memories of his mother and
father, who divorced when
he was young, and the de-
mentia they both developed
in older age.

Based on his own origi-
nal script, “The Dead Don’t
Hurt” is a classic western in
many respects. Mortensen
plays the Danish-born Hol-
ger Olsen — his own father,
Viggo Sr., was Danish and
the actor still has family in
Denmark — and Krieps
plays Vivienne Le Coudy, a
French Canadian woman
with clear echoes of Mor-
tensen’s mother, Grace
Gamble, of Canadian de-
scent. The story was born
from his image of her run-
ning around in the maple
forests near the Canadian
border as alittle girl.

Mortensen says he wrote
the score as he was writing
the screenplay, pegging
where he thought music
should go. He knew he
wanted music of the period
and reached out to violinist
Scarlet Rivera — who fa-
mously played with Bob Dy-

lan in the ’70s — and cellist
Cameron Stone to perform
his folky Americana ideas.
They convened in the
Chatsworth studio and
Mortensen joined in on pia-
no and also played bass, gui-
tar and percussion.

When it came to shooting
the movie, the score was as
muchofaguide asthe script.

“I played the music for
the cinematographer and
for my first [assistant direc-
tor] and some of the actors,”
hesays, “just to explain: This
is the tone I'm going for and
this will affect the duration
of the scene, the rhythm of
the scene and even shot se-
lection. And because it’s a
nonlinear story I knew there
were going to be transitions
from one time period to an-
other, or ellipses. I knew the
music would help.”

The sharp sound of
clacking claves accompa-
nies Mortensen’s character
in the present day, hunting
down the man who preyed
on his wife during his mili-
tary absence.

Warm fiddle tunes and
sweet harmonies under-
score happier times in their
marriage. Mortensen’s mel-
odic score has a tactile,
earthy feel that perfectly
suits the steep trails, can-

MARCEL ZYSKIND

VIGGO MORTENSEN wrote, directed and stars in the new western “The Dead Don’t Hurt.” He also created the score for the movie.

yons and rustic production
design. (Stunning locations
in Durango, Mexico, stood
in for Nevada.)

“I don’t like it when the
music in a movie is telling
you, ‘Now you must be
afraid. Now you must be sad.
Now you must be happy,” ”
the actor-director-com-
poser says, “any more than I
like it when the dialogue
doesthat orthe acting orthe
cinematography. Sotheidea
was to have all the music be-
fore, and know what we were
aiming to get across — but
that it would accompany,
and sometimes be in con-
trast, in the right moment,
towhat was happening.”

Mortensen says he might
hire a different composer for
the next movie he directs.
He’s aware of his own limita-
tions. Regardless, he’ll in-
volve them early.

But whenever he comes
across a piano —in ahotel, a
restaurant or in a holding
area on the set of “Eastern
Promises” — he’s going to sit
down and play it.

“Even if you just play for
two minutes,” he says, “it
brings you back down, puts
your feet on the ground” —
and it lets Mortensen’s
imagination wander off into
some new world.
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Solutions to Monday’s puzzles

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
(or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.
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HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
Heavy realities are like
dumbbells to weightlifting
goals. They are a grunting
pain to deal with, but it’s an
effective way to make the
sinew do what you want it to.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): It’s the people who
maintain a sweet demeanor
even when expectations
have been dashed who really
deserved the medal.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
People who talk about how
useful they are but don’t fol-
low through with action are
worse than the ones who
don’t get involved.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
If you leave a conversation
too early, you won’t get past
the surface observations
and niceties. Today, your
sense of social timing will be
impeccable.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
While putting too many eggs
in one basket is never ad-

vised, right now just do what
you can and hope for the
best.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
What was once confusing to
you is now easily sorted be-
cause you have taken the
time to discern what you’re
dealing with and how it is
most expediently handled.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
There’s a new, impressive
someone. In the moments
you prioritize this person,
you feel changed.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.21):
The relationship between

physical and emotional
space will be highlighted.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-

Dec. 21): Getting to the next
milestone will be extraordi-
narily simple. Decide where
you’re going, get on the road
and go there.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): There is an adjustment
to be made, and likely it’s a
subtraction. Can you guess
what you might need to lose
along the path of desire?

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.

18): Fun and surprise go to-
gether, and you’ll have both
todaybecauseyoudaretolet
go.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): Becauseyou’d ratherex-
perience the lovely drama of
aweather system that cycles
and dissipates than bear a
damp season, youll em-
brace whatever feelings
arise.

Today’s birthday (June
4): Your personal life will be
fond, and your intellectual
life adventurous. More high-
lights: You’ll get to live in
your preferences for long
stretches and refine the
tones, moods and styles that
make your work attractive
and thrilling. A stimulating
hobby will unexpectedly de-
velop in lucrative ways. Sag-
ittarius and Virgo adore you.
Your lucky numbers: 8, 10, 33,
4and 19.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.

CROSSWORD

Edited By Patti Varol
By Taylor Johnson

ACROSS

1 Pool or polo

5 Groups of troops

11 Understood, as a joke

14 Persian Gulf country
that borders Armenia

15 Noggin

16 NPR host Shapiro

17 Vegetable patch pest

19 “Mm-hmm”

20 Lawyer’s org.

21 Unwilling (to)

22 Band bookings

23 Native Costa Ricans,
informally

25 Feline who lives indoors

28 Anthem heard in Nova
Scotia

31 Olympic gymnast Biles

32 Vanity Fair publisher
Condé __

33 Tooth’s outer layer

36 Neither’s partner

37 Workplace companion

40 Cable network with
many reruns

43 “Good enough”

44 Job inspection org.

48 Baltimore ballplayer

50 Walked stealthily

52 New York City rodent
that went viral in 2015

55 Mixes

56 School support orgs.

57 Coral producer

60 Combat sport, briefly

61 Ad-_: improvise

62 Really fun person, or an
apt descriptor of 17-, 25-,
37-, and 52-Across?

65 Subj. for some new
immigrants

66 Zoo section with birds

67 Actress Russo

68 _ /her pronouns

69 Prime-time soap opera
set in Texas

70 Commotions

DOWN

1 Unit of explosive force

2 Coffee bean variety

3 Seed-filled percussion
pair

4 Stop

5 _ Domini

6 Civil rights activist
Parks

© 2024 Tribune Content Agency

7 Calendar viewing
option

8 Washington neighbor

9 Former quarterback
Manning

10 Salt, in French

11 Judy Garland or Cher

12 Herb in Italian
seasoning

13 Bettor’s adviser

18 Anna’s sister in
“Frozen”

22 Precious stone

24 Not fooled by

26 Applied to

27 Storage tower

29 More adroit

30 Deep blue dye

34 Oft-torn knee pt.

35 Rx items

38 Seoul-based athleisure
brand

39 Billy

40 Brings down

41 “The Great __ Baking
Show”

42 Quite large

45 Read quickly

46 Spanish brother

47 Revenue source for
magazines

49 Parts of 1bs.

51 “SportsCenter” network

53 Earth Day time

54 Add up to

58 Harp-shaped
constellation

59 Celebratory shouts

62 Cushion

63 Filmmaker DuVernay

64 Nest egg letters

ANSWER TO
PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

“Some days,” Cy said,
“I'm convinced that my
partners don’t have a clue.
On other days, I'm con-
vinced that it’s not just some
days.”

Cy was today’s North.
When South opened and re-
bid in hearts, Cy raised to
game — then had to watch
his partner try to make it.
West led a spade, and de-
clarer took dummy’s ace,
cashed the ace of trumps
and led a trump to his jack.
West took the queen and led
another spade, and when
East won and led the jack of
clubs, the result was down
two.

“Thankyou, partner,” the
Cynic growled.

“So two key honors were
in the wrong place,” South

growled back.

There are no perfect
partners, but South’s play
wasn’t best. After South
wins the first trick, he should
take the A-K of trumps.

No queen falls, but South
is still alive. He runs the dia-
monds and pitches two
clubs as West ruffs. Then the
defense can take one spade
and one club, but South wins
therest.

Youhold: a K874 976
¢ 732%J1094. Thedealer,at
your left, opens one dia-
mond. Your partner dou-
bles, you bid one spade and
he raises to three spades.
What doyou say?

Answer: You must re-
member that your hand
could have been worse, yet
your partner is willing to
undertake a nine-trick con-
tract. Since you have a king
and good intermediates in

clubs that may produce
tricks, bid four spades. Part-
ner’s hand may be A Q 10 3,
AQ82,4,AQT76.

South dealer
N-Svulnerable
NORTH
aA5
vA32
¢ KJ1094
%832
WEST EAST
401062 A K874
vQ104 v76
¢ 865 *732
%AQ7 %1094
SOUTH
4J93
vKJ985
*AQ
* K65
SOUTH WEST  NORTH EAST
lw Pass 2¢ Pass
29 Pass 4e All Pass
Opening lead — & 2
Tribune Content Agency

ASK AMY

Helping depressed elders

Dear Amy: My 83-year-old
widowed mother is de-
pressed, and I don’t know
how to help.

She refuses to see a ther-
apist and views drugs as a
crutch. She has always been
avery private person, is gen-
erally distrustful of doctors
and would never let down
her shields to a stranger.

I have told her that I am
not a therapist, but she has
lately begun to confide in me
about things that, evenasan
adult, I shouldn’t be hearing.

Depression runs in the
family. I’'ve seen a therapist
in the past and am on medi-
cation, so I understand and
empathize, but it’s getting to
the point where I dread see-
ing her, and yet I know that
I’'m her only lifeline.

How doIhelp her?
WORRIED
Dear Worried: People

sometimes start to reveal
long-repressed or sup-
pressed trauma very late in
life, when — for a variety of
reasons (medical, emo-
tional, cognitive) — their de-
fenses are down. Studies of
WWII survivors have shown
that the strong and stoic
“Greatest Generation” have
experienced nightmares, re-
membered traumatic events
and suffered from depres-
sion very late in life.

Therapy helps. Medi-

cation helps. And yet many
elders are resistant to the
ideaoftreatment inthe ways
your motheris.

My first suggestion is
that you should resume in-
person (or telehealth) ther-
apy right away, in order to
processthisburden, whichis
atriggerforyou.

I urge you to seek healthy
ways to be open and present
foryour mother, while resist-
ing the temptation to try to
provide answers or your own
brand of therapy for her.

Being in the moment
with her is a special and
challenging kind of witness-
ing. You stroke her hand.
You say, “Mom, I'm so sorry.”
You sit quietly, and if you're
able, you stayin the moment
with her, letting her speak.

I wonder if you might be
able to urge your mother
toward treatment by asking
her if she would consider do-
ing this “for” or with you.

A good and competent
therapist helps their client
transition from being a
stranger to a trusted and
helpful ally.

Dear Amy: I got married
(at 30) toaman who had two
children. The girl was 7, the
boy was 2.

We were together for 16
years before divorcing, and
although I have a close bond
to the now 53-year-old for-

mer stepdaughter, I have ne-
ver been successful in having
abond with the son.

Now, 30 years after my di-
vorce from his father, I re-
ceived an invitation to his
daughter’s high school grad-
uation party.

I am flummoxed and am
unsure about how to re-
spond to this gesture.

I do not know this young
woman and have never been
included in theirlives.

Should I just send a nice
card?

ON THE FENCE

Dear On the Fence: Yes,
just send a nice card. There
is never a downside to send-
ing anice card.

Someone, somewhere,
suggested this young wom-
an should invite you to her
graduation party.

The graduate’s aunt (the
former stepdaughter you've
stayed close to) might have
encouraged her brother and
his daughter to make an ef-
fort to get to know you.

Some might accuse this
girl of “trolling for gifts,” but
my theory is that the high
school graduation celebra-
tionis often the first party to
which young people have
inviting privileges that in-
cludes a wider circle than
immediate friends — and
they tend to cast a wide and
sometimes awkward net.

FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham

i

%

o

S

o

A
o

2024 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Featuras Synd.
wiw farnilycircus.com

“Why did Noah take two FLIES

on the ark?”
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FREE RANGE By Bill Whitehead

MARMADUKE By Brad & Paul Anderson
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“He spotted a spider, so he moved out.”

BLISS By Harry Bliss

SPEED BUMP By Dave Coverly
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HYPERLOCAL GUIDES
TO NEIGHBORHOOD GEMS.

“This must be the place” is a subscriber-exclusive series of guides to the many

cities, neighborhoods and communities that make L.A., L.A.

Times writers spent months chatting with residents and immersing themselves

in the past, present and future of these areas. The result? Your own personal
tour guide to what makes these communities great.

- Check out our guides to Los Feliz, Silver Lake, Boyle Heights, Fairfax, Inglewood,
B Koreatown, Monterey Park and Manhattan Beach at the link below — we'll be
adding new neighborhoods all the time, so keep coming back!

Scan the code or visit
latimes.com/the-place to start exploring.
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