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[sraeli military strategy in
(Gaza branded a failure

Country lacks adequate forces to fight there, police West Bank and defend northern border

Arab Mews Jeddab

Israel’s milltary strategy

In Gaza has falled because

it Lacks adeguate lorces (o
fight there while policing
the occoupled West Bank

and defending its northern
border with Lebanon, expert
analysis safd on Monday.

“The Israeli military is stretched
1o the point where 0% operating

1 heBrief

CHIPS DEBATE

A forum in Rivadh this week will
see policymakers and indusiry
leaders discussing wavs to boost
domestic production of chips. P4

—  EGYPT'S PLAN

Prasident Abdel Faitah El-Sisi
hies clirected the Egvptian govern-
msenil Lo focus on lowering infla-
hon and regulating markets. PS8

LED LIGHTS

Baudi Arabia |5 s 1o becane
the first G0 country to install
LED street lizhts to conserve
encrey, said a top official of the
MNational Energy Services, P12

in Gaza amdd in the norh and
in the West Bank — and that is
having a strain on its capabili-
ties,” sad Hami Dajami of the
International Crisis Group.
Nearly all of Israel's 15,000
active-duty combat soldiers are
currently engageed in hghiting.
About 100K are i Gaza,
2.5 in northern border areas,
and 2,500 in the West Bank.
lsrael also has about 36 000
rescrvists in active combat roles,
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mastly in the West Bank.

In Gaza, the army has avolded
occupying  large  tracis  of
territory Inm faver of control-

ling sirategic areas, but there

15 renewed fghting in parts
of northern Gaza where the
military sakl months ago thal
Hamas had been neatralized.
“Since January or February,
Israel has pursued a strategy
ol surgtcal, limlbted operations
instead of staving in the terri-
tory,” said Michael Milshtein,
head of the Palestinian Studies
Forum at Tel Aviv University.
“This whale strategy has failed.”
If Isracl needs more iroops,

MONEY MATTERS

it will have to call up those
who have already completed
military service and remain
in the reserves until they are
40, Bui public anger at Prime
Minister Henjamin Netanyahu's
fautlure 1o bring Israell hostages
home could make recruitment
chiffscult

"RHight now many people, 1
think mavhe even the majpority,
feel there §5 o strategy,” said
Milshtcin.

&FINALLY
YARA SHAHIDI
AT GALAIN LA
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SINCE 1975

CAMPAIGN

80 sign
up lto be
next Iran

president

frab Nows c=ddab

Iram's hard-line parliamentary
spraker on Monday began his
campaign for the country's snap
presidential election on June 28

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibal
was ane of BO applicants at the
et of the Ove-day registration
peTind,

Dithers included former Fresi-
dent Mahmouwd Ahmadinejad,
ex-Parlinment  Speaker Al
Larijani and former nuclear
negotiator Saeed Jalill.

The Guarddian Councdl, o
12-membeer body of jursts that vels
all candidates for public office, will
narrow the list by June 1L

CGhalihaf, 62, an lran-Iraq war
veleran, 18 4 [n-nm"r CammaEnder

FASTFACT

The election was planned
for 2025 but was brought
forward after the death
of President RaiskL

of the air force of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, He
was mayor of Tehran from 20405
i 2007 and before that was chief
o the Irandan podice lorces,

Ghalibal wowed to improve
Trans  struggling  economy
if elected. “If T don™t run for
election, the work that we have
started in the past few vears to
sidve the economic problems
of the people . will not be
completed” e said

The election was planned for
2025 but was brought forwand
after the death of President
Ebrahim Raisi In a helicopter
crash on May L&

Violence fears as Yemeni currency hits new low

Rival edging closer to 1,800 against the dollar in Aden, Al-Mukalla and other government districts

Soeod Al-Bototd o0 %2 kala

Fears are growing of viodence in
Yemen sparked by soaring prices
after the value of the rival fell on
Monday to an all-time low of 1,770

again=t the dollar
The curmoncy was edeEinge
closer to 1L BO0  against  the

dsllar in Aden, Al-Mukalla and
distrbcts  contralled by
the internationally recognized
government,

The rival was trading at 215 16

ollver

| the dodlar in late 2004 when the

war broke out after the Houthis
tok control of the capital, Sanaa.
It reached L7000 in Decomber
20021, but rebounded to 1,200
after Sawdl  Arabia  injected
hundreds of millions of dodlars
irnto the central bank in Ader
The government and the
central bank blame the devalo-
ation on currency speculation
by black-market money traders,
and on the Houthis depriving
the government of oil revenues
by attacking oll terminals In

simithern Yemen,

T he salary has become
insullicient tocover
a third of the Bomily's

el o B B

Taha Bafadhel
Tz i

State workers say their wages
fve nof misen in more than a
decade and have lost more than
200 percent of their value while
prices have skyrocketed,

Tewchers in Hadramoul
province have gone on sirke (o
demand a pay rise,

Une of them, Taha Bafadhel,
todd Arab Mews he had to work
three jobs (o support his Fudly
and make ends meet,

“The salary has become msuf-
flcbent to cover a thind of the
family’s expenses. Even a second

job would not meet the expenses.”

he said. “The reason for this is
the currency collapse, which has
resulted in 4 rise in prices, and
also unchanged salaries.”
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My involvement with conservation has made
it ever more apparent to me how the
well-being of the planet, environment,
wildllife, and ourselves are all interconnected,

Princass Roema bdnt Bandar
B arvifmirnass T 1 LS

RSA

foday

Todqys
Number

292k

King Abchul Aziz Port in Dkim-
rmaten s i new record by handling
292612 contaaners in May thas vear,
highlighting iis pivotal role in sup-

parting commercial moversent,
the Saudi Ports Authority reported
The port has a capacity to handle
i to FOS millyon tonnes of cargo,

WhosWho
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THE FICTURES THAT

MARK THE DAY

Jeaddah
French tarts

Roll vour sleeves up and beamn
how to make and decorate
French tarts with Hanadi Ab-
dulgader. Book through expert-

ences.suplift.oom,

audi Arabia’s Deputy Ministor
for Consular Affairs Ambassa-
dor Al Al-Yousel received the
recently appointed Ambassador

of China to the Kingdom Chang Hua on
Monday in Riyadh.

Al-Youscl welcomed the ambassador
and wished him sucoess in his new

duties, the Foreign Ministry reported
i .

Thi two sides also reviewed consular
issues of common interest.

Magnets Around Us

Learn about magnets and their
praperties through interactive
sChenoe experiments at Energy
Exhibit’s “Magnet Aroumnd Us"
workshop at [thra, which will
run until June 26, More details
on the Ithra app,

Dr. Ahmad
Alsinan

r. Ahmad Alsinan has
bseen head of strate-
gl opportunities al
NEOMs depuly CEO's
office since September 20235
Alsinan is responsible for

I I ln" ({ ! e;'rTrending Todarys feof foprie:s explaeined Iy Nada Jan

'LIGHTNING IN A CUP'

Al-Ahsa

Paragliding

Explore the beautiful skies of Al-
Ahsa while enjoving the feeling

of liberration that comes with [y-
ing. Book this unique experience
through expericnces suplift.com.

"ARE YOU ORY

Justin

Timberlake

Sofia Vergara
o~

Colombian actor Sofia
Vergara launched her own
codTee line on June 3, an en-
deavor that supports female
coffer farmers and she sayvs “came from
personal necessity.”

According to " People,” the star of
“Modern Family™ has now joined the
aromatic black beverage club with Dios
Min Coffes, which means "Good Logd]®
i Spanish, a common expression used
by Latinos when they like the taste and
Havor of something.

The Sl=-year-old “Griselda”™

coiildn't believe how hard it was to find
quiality coffee where I live in LA™

She revealed in a press release thal
she had worked with the National
Federation of Coffee Growers, Women
Frogram, of Colombia, which is "aimed
to suppsort the thriving well-being
anil female leadership in the coffee
industry,” to ensure that only authentic
Colombian beans were used in
Fhie bsramd.

Shie sadds “Tt% exciting: to highlizhi
the female coffee growers in Cobombnia
who work tirelessly and meticulously

sirategizing, coordinating, and
execuling business opportumfices.
He leands a dymamic team, collabo-
rafes with intermal and external
stakeholders, and plays a pivotal
rule it shaping business oppor-
tenities, mohading imvestments,
mvestor attraction deals, joint
ventures, strategic parinerships,
atv] allEances. He oversees the
chuwe dilbgenee processes, evalu-
ates ¢losed deals and investmend
performance EPIs, and manages
investimenl progosals sent to
NEOM's board of directors

In 20022, Alsiman moved to

actor said that her own high
stamdards for the collfee she
drinks were behind her
launching her

own brand.

The official description
of the hrand savs the ex-
perience is "like a bodt
of lightning striking
a mug Mull of sabroso

at what they do”
Vergara added that her coffes

honored the cifferent “gqualities
and characteristics of Colombi-
an women,” as it blends “sweet
ness, halance, and strength”
Vergary sadd: “Drinking and
enpoving ooffee has long been a
tradition in our everyday lives
and 1 bove that we cin

NEOM as the ead of strategy,
hasiness anid corporate deve log-
ment al NEOM Maobility, where
he led a multibillion-dollar scale
parinership proposal to deliver
the future sustainable mobdlity
ernsvsiem at NEOM.

He playved a pivodal mole in closing
a transformative SHE0 million odnt
venhire deal with Pomal, a leading

ﬁ Justin Timberlake paused
his concert in Texas for a

a moment (o help a strog-
ling fan in the crowd,

The singer was ending his perfor
mance of “Cry Me a River” during his
“Forget Tomorrow Waorld Tour™ at the
Moody Center in Austin when he noticed
a fan in need of medical assistance.

“Sarry evervhody, one second, one

second, We need some assistance righi telelicions) brew.” _ linally share antondamons vehicle company, and
Riyadh here about five rows back” a fan's Tik- Vergara told .;;l‘ Dics Mio” berd the preen hydrogen mobility
Mioiorbike ride Tok shows him teliing the security. “People™: "Creat- Ly oS Sweelness is project deployvment at NEOM. He

was also nominated as NEOMS
corporate representative on Saadi
Arabia’s Governance and Reguila-
tory Framework Committees for
Modem and Future Mobility
Enablemsent.

The £3vear-obd singer staved still,
Fiving the fan tdme 1o recover before
asking: “Are vou OK?™ The fan con-
firmisd they felt better, “No problem.”
he said, giving the member of the audi-
enee a thumbs-up.

ing Dhos Mio came
frodm personal e
cesEily — 1 have
a very high bar
when it comes
b iy colles, and |

light roast, Bal-

- ance s medinm,
andd Strength is
the dark roast,
according to
the release.

Enjoy the thrill of a motorhile
ricle with vour guide Yusal
[heahim and zip through the
picturesgque city of Biyvadh. Boolk
through experiencessuplift com.

1heRegion

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® The Chocolate Factory at Jhedl,
Lebanon, s inviting people 10

atar Auto Museum explores
fhe past, present, and future of

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

® The Gull Bride Show 2024 fulfill a childhood dream to see, the antomobdle and its impact oo Py Bawias D Ay Mimghests e
Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup gathers designers, artists, smell, touch, and taste chocolate o ghobal fifie and culture, It also Muccah 414 535 1998 339  BE8 896

professicnals, corporate manu: in a fully automatic factory and cebebrates the mission to drive

facturers, and related sectors learn about the production pro- culture forward and to Inspire the Madinah 406 B34 12:49 242 703 8:33

with an .!II.I“I:-'HI'II' o :-.l:.‘:' ihe cesz Trom raw materials to equd |f|':l|.r};:'n|‘.|'.|r.|||-||.||-l'|:|||'|||'|-'."|r|_|l'.'-..|:|e"- Bivadh .95 &0 HE! 314 B 805

latest trepds in the bride supply  products. The tour takes place sigmers, engineers, collectors, and

workd. Held at the Abu Drhabia every Saturday until Sepl. 28, podicymalkiers throagh a shared Abha 4:12 234 1207 3:24 B:40 8:10

National Exhibition Centre passion for cars. The exhibation Sono — 440 AT 205 Bk .

o June 55,

& “A Sneak Peek” Exhibition at

will Fun until Jan, 36, 2025,



Daoud Kuttab leraaiem

Deeply agerieved by the
Imeages and stories of
suffering emerging from
Gaza and the West Bank
since the conflict between
Israc] and Hamas began

oa Dt 7, Greonme amd Sara
Salloum, a Christian couple
frromm North Carolina,

were molivated to act.

% an Amencian-Pales-
tintan whose {amily emigrated
to the US before he was born.
Guided by their Christian faith,
he and his wife Sara have longe-
held ties with the Middle Easd,
partcidarly  the  Palestingan
refuges commumnity.

“We have been following the
sifuation in Palestine for years
and have lived among Pales-
tintans who were displaced to
Jorlan,™ Sara tald Arah News,

“Un our hirst visi 1o the Wiesl
Bank, we were hearthroken by
all we saw and heard. The maost
painful realization was learning
that the Church in Palestine feli
unseen and abandoned by the
glohal church amd especially by
thee American church.”

Appalled by the carnage
wireaked upon Gaza in Lthe wake
of the Oct. ¥ Himas-led attack on
southern Israel, George and Sara
were shiocked by bow few Chiris-
Hanz in the U5 were willing 1o
acknowledge or share Uher grel

“No one understood or was
willing to acknowledge the
situation in Palestine” George
faled Arah News, “We feli isodatedd
evre s Chrstians Knowine sl
[ellow Chnstians i Palestine
were belng oppressed”

When sillowms  heard
about a conference organized
by the Bethlehem Bible College
called “Christ at the check-
point,” they resolved to travel

CreOa e

| Fpee

i the ||1rI'I|.|_:-'I:|-r|' il

Jesus o take part,
CVEn though
“many friends
and relatives
L e i !l;||'lI'I1II'|:||'

worried about us
&N o salety,”
Myl fpeleess,
orETr anl
T Wi
determined
to oo and used
i R LTTRT R
L OO
Christian
mends o

e B S
thirgers Frosm
thee Palestinian

perspective.
“ M an y
evangelicals  in
Al harve:
lost  their  focus
on the gospel”
the couple ok
canference
“They
have moved so far away
froan the meessape of ow
Lordd that we fesed ashamed

al b,

Spotligh
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FALESTINE

Know you are not forgotten

LS Christians send letters of comfort and healing to Palestinian coreligionists in Gaza and the West Bank

The Salloums attended a confarence in May at Bethlehem Bible College, left, while wor raged In Gaza Soppied sk

of what is being done and said in
the name of Christ.

“Wie feel that
challenge the far-right evangel-
ical Christians who unguestion
ingly support Lonism. Most are
surprised to learn that the Israeli
e cupation forces are oppressing
Palestinian Christians.

“We have a malling list of
pearty 700 friends and churches
across many  denominations
with whom we communi-
cate regularly. We have been
irying to educate them about
thel

Chrst
DPpIesson.”

[hree weeks before traveling
1o Bethlehem for the May 22-25
conference, the couple myvited
their friends and the wider
church community o write
messages of solidarity for thed

Wi meed o

EisdeEs I

il

andl
v

bt hiers

Wikl are

[elbowy Chrstians.
*“Write

woirrths af

encourasement to the church
in Palestine and the people in
Gaza amd we will personally
hiancl-deliver them”™ sacd Sa.
For authenticity purposcs, tho
Salloums insisted the messages
must he handwritten not SMS,
What=sApp, or cmail

Sdara was nof sure what to
expect. “1 thought mavbe we
woulld gl onie or [(Wo Cards
or letters” Instead, they were
opverwhelmed by the level of
support they received.

Every day, th il
would arrive with stacks
handwrillen noles, By the bme
they packed to travel, they had
in their possession more than a
hundred personalized messages
of support and words of comfor
and healing.

During  the conference,
hoth
New York, California, and other

'S states were displayed al

il

the

letters  froan Caraolinas,

-—

A Message of Love
from the Church in
America

INNUMBERS

20,000

Estimated number of
Christian Palestinians in the
West Bank and Jerusalem.

1300

Estimated number of Christian
Palestinians residing in
Gazra prior to the war.

Souwce: LIS State Department, 2022

the entrance of the Bethlehem
Bible Caollege, Pholos of the
messages were senl to churches
in Gara, which responded with
gratitude,

One ol the noles, penned Dy
a well wisher named Rebecea,
sald; “Grectines from New York

-

¥ 574 duk ol

I am sorrv [or the destrection,

death, and loss you and your
community have suffered. Mlease
know that there are many of us
here praving for your protection
and susfenianee amd of course lor
a creaselhires"

A letter from "vour brethren in
the US" stated: “We send our love
and prayers for the churches in
Palestine.

Another included stylized
calligraphy of the word Salam
(peeace 10 Arabiack in the shape
of a flag. Below it was writlen:
“Dhear brothers and sisters, |
can't imagine the suffering and
trodation vou are feeling.

“Take heart and know
are nod forgotten. I mourn as
viri mourn but one dav we will
rejoice together”

Another “Although
we arc far apart peographi-
cally, wo are one with Christ
and vou are in our prayers. We
WD over the sitiEation N Solk
Bloved] homelamnd where you
are suffering in ways we cannod
imagine”

In Arabic, anothes
serd vou hope”

"My fmily and T pray lor
lasting peace and an end to the
viotence throughout Gaza.”

Sorne S50 Chnstian Pales-
finians are cstimated to reside
in the West Bank and Jerusalem,
according to the US State Depart-
international

WOk

read:

wrobe: "l

et religions

i

frecdom report for 2022, while
approcamately 1300 Chnstians

Goaorge and Sarn
Salaum wars

IAundatad with stacks
af hanehwritten notes,

Suplead

PRt

A r|'|||:-|'|'l'|-e*ll'-.|'|.|' ard just peace 1= e |:-||.|:|
hope for Palestinians and Israelis alike,

Rev. Munther Isaac

thi E

= g S i L i o

rsbyias Chorcd

five] 1n Gaza,

However, the number of
Christians living in (aza, the
West Bank, and occupied Easi
Falling

VS,

Jerusalern has heen

sleadily v
endangerning the very survival
of church communitics in the
cradle of Christianity.

The primary reason given by
families who have chosen (o
emigrate is the lack of economic
e

Ay

Preespecis [araedi
IIl.'I'II]'lillllII'l.

Like their fellow Muslim Pakes-
tinians, Christians in the Wesl
Bank face restrictions on their
movements, military  check-
poratls and Fajcls, laml sefrures,
home ck=molitions, settler
violence, amd limited water,
ebectricity, and health services.

In Gaza, they have long
endured airstrikes and  the
hardships of 15 years under
blockade. Since Oct. 7, they
love lost loved o=, homes
businesses, and employment

under Isracli bombardment.

A 2020 poll of 805 Christian
Palestinians from Gaza and Wesd
Bank conducted by the Pales-
tinian Cenler [or Polcy and
Survey Rescarch showed that 568
perceni of respondents consid
ering emigration ciled economic
reasons as the largest factor in
their decision to leave.

Three percent of Palestinian
Christians in the survey sald
the Israeh army destroved their
homes, and 14 percent had their
land confiscated. By conirast,
only 3 percent named religious
thelr  primary
motivations [or moving abroad,

While Mushm Palestintans
alzn desire 1o emigrate, Chris-
LaNns manaee {0 oo so i much
farger numbers because of thesr
relative wealth.

At the end of the four-day
conference in Bethbehem, which
included a visil o the Ol City
of Jerusalem, George and Sara
resolved to return with others
from their community to help
rakse
1|||'|_|-]|_|.:||I af Christian
Palestinians,

“In CiCLoder,
Wi DEnEg
people [rom our
church to the

Mididle East ™ said
Crtcfge, " We are
trying 1o breik
o [ear
and help bring
nnderstanding

CORNSErTs =

awareness aboul

il

o the American
church of  the
cdamape that is

being done, often
in the name and

withh the suppor

of the Amencan
church.
“What wrill

hecome of  the
Middle East if the
church of Jesus
Christ disappears
from Palestine™
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News Saudi Arabia

Tha workshop covered the annual eaploration report and discussed future survey and sxcavatlon plans, AN photo Abaubakiman Ban Shalboub

Rahaf Jdamibsl Fiyad

The Heritage Commission
on Monday hosted a
workshop on archeological
surveyving and excavation
Lo discuss survey and
excavation projects with

partners from universities,
organlzations and
government agencles,

The event in Rivadh included
a presentation of the annual
report of exploration projects and
discussion of fuiure survey and
r!l:-r'::'p'.'ltlnln]llill'lr-_

Abdullah Al-Zahrani, director
general of the antiquities sector
at the commission, fodd Armb
Mews: “This workshop aims to
intredoce our archealogical field-

work conducted in Saudl Arabia

PRESERVING THE PAST

Riyadh workshop

explores Saudi Arabia’s
archeological landscape

Experts share recent discoveries and plans for preservation

over the past vear and the begin-
ning of this vear. We hope Lo
gain knowledge about the latest
results and discoveries from our
archeological endeavors in Sawdi
Arabia by the end.”

He added: "The Heritage
Commisskon is now collaborating
with vartous Saucdi universities,
including King Saud University,
as well as other Saudi colleges
and commissions specializing in
archaeology. We'd like to thank
all our pariners for their excel-
lent work at archeological sites,
collaborating with the Hentage
Commiskion o share Enowl-
edge and the results of Saudi
Arabia's history.”

[he Hentage Commission’s
2030  Archasological Survey
and Excavatlon Projects Plan
wias  developed  collaboratively

with mathonal  and Interna-
Bonal universities, as part of s
cooperation with entitics swch
as the King Abdulariz Founda-
fion [or Rescarch and Archives,
the Royval Commission for AllUla,
the Dirivah Gate Development
Authority, the Jeddah Historic
Tistrict Program, regingal
development authorities, roval
reserves, the NEOM project, the
Red Sea project, and others.
Accornding to the presentation,
T2 sepentific inttathves marked
the culmination of the Heritage
Commissions sunveying  and
archeslogical excavation work,
In 2023, L5566 amheologcal
sites  were moegistered in the
MNational Hegister of Antigui
ties. Additionally, 1800 stone
simpctures  were  documented

across the Kinpdom, discovered

in  diverse locations,  sires
and shapes. Moreover, 7600
rmock [acades were  recornded,
documenting  those  featuring
chrawiangs and nscriplions,

Paola Pesaresi, senwr director
of heritage management at
the Dirivah Gate Development
Aunthority, sakl: “The Eingdom is
unveiling = history from north (o
soqrth, amd we are just one part of
this ecosystem, which is remark:
able. With sapport, coopera-
thon, collaboration, and working
together, the Heritage Commis-
spon plavs a huge rode inthis”

Pesaresi  added: “Heritage
is mentioned in its own word
because il represents wealth
for future generations; we
are handing it down from our
forefathers to the future, and
this is our joh”

TECHANOLOGY

Rhingdoms chip production, digital
economy under focus at tech event

Arab Mewa R iacdh

The thard Future of Semiconduc-
tors Forum in Hivadh on June
5 and 6 will see experis discuss
ways to boost domestic produc-
Hon of chips and the nation’s
digrital economy, according o
a statement released by the
OIEnEEers,

The event will be hosted by the
Ring Abdulaziz City for Science
and Technology and the King
Ahdullah University of Science
andl Technology,

The participants will discuss
production mcluding thi
sourcing of raw materials and
manufacturing of completed

microchips. Additionally, they
will examine the applicatton of
this technology in space explo-
ration, guanium technologmes,
s communications, electric
vehicles, and integrated sensors
to enable smart citics.

Dr. Munir Eldesouki, presi-
dent of KACST, sald that the
[orum  reflects the goals and
prionties set by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin 5alman in
rescarch, development and
innovation.

D, Tomy Chan, presicdent of
RALIST, =apl the lorum offers
opportunitics to enhance the
dizital CODILOMY, advance
rescarch cooperation  Hetween

HIGHLIGHT

Discussions will also

take place on the Saudi
Semlconductors Program, a
regional nitiative with 16 Saudi
Arablan universities that has
trained over 400 researchers
and students in microchip
design and manufacturing.

various entitics, and ecxchange
knowledge about best practices
in the electronic chip industry,
Among those expecied
to  attend are policymakers,
industry leaders, and scholars in
semiconductor technology,

Nodable participants  include
shujl  MNakamura, a  MNobel
lureate in physics lor his
development of  blue/zreen
light-cmitting amnd wviolet-laser
dicdes: and Kang Wang, who
serves as co~tirector of the
Center for Quantum Science and
Engineering at the University of
Cabilfarnda, Los Angeles

Also expects] 1= Steven P
DenBaars from the University
of  California-Sanfa  Harbara,
renowned for holding more than
190 US patents and co-founding
the Institute of Enginecning
Electricity amnd Electronics with
four photonics and electronics
COM s,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Lifetime journey

Hialian. Sudanese

Hajj pilgrims
arrive in Makkah

The first group of 130 pilerims
fromn [taly arrived in Makkah
of1 Monday Tor Faij,

Chairman of the Company
of Mutawifs for Pilgrims from
Alrican Non-Arab Counftries
Ahmed Sanadi s that
implementing the directives of
King Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
services provided to pilgrims
ensure that they can perform
Hajj casily and comforiabldy.

A group of Sudanese
pilgrims also arrived in
AMakkah. The 305 pilgrims,
the first of an expected out
of 8,000 Sadanese, were
received with gilts and roses
upson their armival. AN Riyadh

Humanitarian mission
Saudi aid agency
continues relief
efforts worldwide

Sandi aid apency Rsreliefl
recently concluded the Noo
Saidh Volunteer Program

n kabul, Afghani=stan,

in callaboration with the
Al-Basar International
Foundation.

As part of the program.
hsrelief s eve health team
examined 4500 people in
ofe week, provided 1,008
pairs of glasses, administered
medication to 5,600 patients
and performed 408 eve
RUFEETies.

In Syria, RSreliel distributed
940 food baskets and hygiene
kits in Sarmacka, Idlib provinee,
alding 5,72 people affected hy
carthguakes. AN Riyadh
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KERELIEF LARGEST COMFLETED &
ONGOING PROJECTS /N 98 COUNTRES

Food secwr ity Ehmison

Health AT foort i i

DiplomaticQuarter

EMBAEZEEY ACTIVITIES

Durng his Intardews with Areh News, Paklstan] envoy Almad Faroog
raflactad on his one-yeur tanune Ih Saudl Arabia, FhotosLoal 2 -Eelasy

Riyadh

Makkah Route is a great convenience
for pilgrims, says Pakistani envoy

FPakistan and Saudi Arabia
have the closest of relations,
hrotherly and fratermal, said
Ahmad Faroog, Pakistan™
ambassador to Saudi Arabda,
reflecting on his one-yvear
tenure in Rivadh,

“This has been a very
rewarnding expericnce for
me being in a country where
Pakistan is so well respected
and] we have such a strong
bomd between our leadership
andl our people,” Faroog tokd
Arab News,

Farood toak charge as head
of mission on May 20, 2023,
and has now completed a year
simce his tenure began.

The ambszsador
highlgghted four magor areas
that he described as “most
promising” in strengthening
economnic partnerships
between the two countries,
These are information
technodogy, agrnculiure,
mining and defense.

Farooq also highlighted

his deep appreciation for

the Kingdom's dedication to
enhancing the Hajj experience
Tor pilgrims in Makkah,

“Pakistan has amongst the
largest number of pilgrims
coming for Hall, and also iT
you koo at the data vwe are
amongst the largest numbser
of people who come for
Umrah,” e said.

Farood sald the Makkah
Route Initiative began two
vears ago from Islamabad
and that it has twmed out to
be a big success. “It's a great
convenienee for the pilgrims
coming from Pakisian” the
envoy said.

Many af the pllgrims
coming [or Hajj are elderty,
hie said, and, for them, it is
convenient to complete all the
immigration procedures in
[slamabad. When they arrive
in the Ringdom
they can simply leave the
airport and have their luggage
delivered Lo their hotel
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Jasarine Bager [hanrar

When celebrated
Japanese actor Telsuya
Bessho landed in Dhahran
last month for the Saudi
Film Festival, It was his
first time In the Kingdom.
Bul the surroundings

felt instantly familiar. He
slipped back in time to the
early days of his career
when the world around
him felt ripe with ample
stortes to plck from.

He had journeyed from Japan
io bearn mare about Saudi films,
shorts in partieular, and was
more convinced than ever that
short films could be a tool and
partal to help us all learn from
gach other, and ourselves. Amnd
sandi Arabia. he was convinoed,
was 4 blossoming place to And
these untold narratives.

This week, Bessho i back n
Tokyo getting ready for has own
flm festival, the Short Shorts
Film Festival & Asia, now in its
26th year, The festival staris on
Tune 4 and ends on the 17th, with
ofline streaming availabde,

“When [ was yvoung, [ wanted
po Becdarme o Law e | r|.|]|I-e-|||:|I.
or something like that, 1 wanted
to change the world and, in a
way, I'm doing that. [ became an
actor”™ Besshio told Arab News.

8 TR | foumd,
A window [rom which viewers
coddlel ook into intimate spaces,
from where he could allow people
to peer mto an unfolding story.

films, he e

“Bemember bhack in 10872
Windows 97 — e inlernel
wiorld  started. And Micro-

gaft, they talked about mavhe
creating 4 waorld where we will
be stepping into the internet
warld; not on your TV, not in
the movie theater — short clips.
We have been focusing on these
itermel worlds” e acdded

since then, Bessho has dedicated
his life to elevating the short
flm format and encooraging
Almmakers to explore that mediom,

whort [ms are aopne o e
ereal art formats and also the
enfertalnment  that [ cdidn't
Erow {abol previouslyh ALl Che
fAlmmakers sfarted with short

e & i

R R i o e |

i

| can see some of the
younger generation

«os Lhey try tobring a
difTferent type of narrative
story: a new kind of

story that is very Sandi
bringing local Havor to i,

their ovwn original story
Tetsuya Bessho

i P el T

CONNECTING CULTURES

Japanese film festival begins
with Saudi Arabia on its mind

Short film format key to Saudi storytelling, says Japanese festival founder

films; 1it's hke an audition, so ]
saw potential after that,” he said.
“1 was shocked, 1 was amazed
— because even a really short
film, like fve minutes, eighi
mirtites, 10 munules — i had
ereal messages and great quality
of acting,” he said. “It's a different
styvle of storvielling”

While in Dhahran, he came o
the Saudl Film Festival specafi-
cally to scout for shorl flms
macke by Sandis so0 he could
potentially showcase them in
Tokyo atl his festival. His film
festival has showcased many
ghorts from Middle Eastern
filmmakers previously, bat none
Troan Sawcl Arabaa — vel

“l can see some of the younger
prneration ... they try to bring a
different type of narrative story;
a new kind of story that is very
sl — brnging bocal flavor o
it, their own onginal siory. | can
see them through anbmation, toso,”
Beéssho si,

He sees

great polential in

QUALII

emerging Saudi Almmakers and

hopes he can add one — or a few
— in next vear's programming.
He helleves Sawdi Arabla s also
sitalegcally positioned (6 exce
in the format. Just ke in Latin
couniries, where the language
albeit with various dialects
— might tie them in, Sandi
filmmakers have been able (o
create their own rhythm within
the shart flm circult, he added,
“1 think the Arab FEgEIon  has
a potential to create wonderful

i

DF LIFE

Behind the scangs of Hanmn

Alfussi's upcoming Saudi shart film
‘When the Shalves Hymn,' which |s
part of the Allka Creates inldative.

Top: A still from the Saudi short
filmy “Yallah, Yallah Beanah!';
Japansss film veteran Telsuya
Bousha belloves Saudl Arabla is

also strategically posltioned to
sEcal Ik thie alort A foeemnt,

Sl

enltertainment and Saacs s the
kev country to cultivate thai
Arabian entertainment. Like Al
(Rareem Obaid) has a different
backeround, he has a strong
metivation  and
exchange the cultures globally
like us, with uws. Amnd then in
sauchi Arabia, the Saudi Film
Festival, which is a great enter-
tainment hob”

Indeed, Obaid, who is a millen-

nial

==yl (4]

Iragl German  filmmaker,
has worked as 4 scripl consil-
tanl at the Saudi Film Festival
i Dhahran, and has been
immersed in the blossoming
incdustry from within the region
andd from abrad,

Dbaid ol in touch wath the
Short Shorts Film Festival when
b submiited a short lilm seven
or eighl vears agn, Bessho flew
him to Tokyo and they staved
in touch since. In 2024, they
reunited in Sawdi Arabia.

(ke s TINEER
“Postmodern Times" will be: part
of the Japanese festivals "Very
shorts” program this vear.

But Bessho has not done it alone,
Back 1 May, the Short Shors
Festivals dinsctor, Seipgo Tono,
also came to Dhahran, Tono was
ofl hand to select the winners of
the shior film category at the Saud)
Film Festival, where he carefully
watched each nominated shord
film alone with his Fellow jurors,
incleding Ohaid. They presented
the seleclted winners on slage on
the fimal night.

“By showing Japanese flms (o
the public overseas, people can

bearn about the Japanese culiure

shir

— mavie they mighl e inier-
ested in Japan afterward,” Tono
fodel Arab MNews

“The same appiies o Sauch
films," he said

Next year marks 70 vears since
sauci Arabia and Japan launched
cfficdal  diplomati
The Shori Shoris Festival will
attempt (o spotlight Sauch short
films during s 2025 edition.
This vear, the Saudi Film Festival
sptlighted  Imdian cinema.
Bessho hopes his country will be
next on the list.

But for now, hoth Bessho amnd

Toya will be back In Fajpan fow
their own festival

relations.

Baha's stunning new destination for nature lovers

Arab Mews o

Mestled in the heart of the Bani
Flassan governorate, Ehe Wi
built Jadar Park has
omnc of the mosl prominend
tourist attractions in Haha, the
Saudi Press Apency reported on
A ERIETAE Y

Rhaled Al-Ghamadi, head of the
Bani Hassan municipality, said
that ifs location within the lush
Rhairah Forest complements the

e

ncarby Waterfall Park.

Jadar Park was carefully
constriveted to preserve the site's
maiural tercain, e said.

Park S0
sguare meters, with 17000 set
aside for green spaces. It also has

Yadar sPilns

a 2 000-meter-long network of

pedestrian walkways and water
channels of over 2,182 meters,
divdar Park was carefully

conatructed ta preserve the slte’s
naturad terrain. S5PA

NUMDBER

30k

Jadar Park spans 30 000
square metars, with 17,000
ot aside for green spaces,
reports Saudi Press Agency.

Al-Ghamdi umderscored the

mumicipality's COrmmitment
to  developing Band  Hassan's
TOREFESTTE SO, {3 sk

cifigens, residents and visilors
cnjoy  yvear-round  access  to
recreational spaces.

The commuonity  has
welcomed the addition of Jadas
Park, which has oOemented
Baha's reputation as one of the
Kingdom™ most popular tourist
sites lor nature lovers, he said,

Local
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GRAVE RISKS

"We reject war,” Lebanon
tells Iranian foreign minister

[sraeli army, Hezbollah continue attacks as security analyst sees a state of military deterrence

Majla Houssar| Berut

Lehanon wants to avold a
wider war and Is looking
lor sustainable solutions
that restore calm and
stability to the south,
Forelgn Minister Ahduliah
Bou Hablb sald on Monday.

His remarks at a joint press conder-
ence in Beirut with acting [ranian
Foreigm Minister Al Bagheri Kani
came as Hezbollah sakd it lannched
a sguadron of drones  toward
the headdguarters of the Israeli
mubitary s Galibes [ormeation,

An  Isracli military drone
targeted a car on Monday on
the road between the villages of
REharaveb, Zraryeh, and Kauthar-
ivet AlFRez with four mockets,
killing one person.

The acting Irandan foreign
mamster armved n Beimat on
Momday fora visit during which he
planmed mectings with Lehanese

officials as well as represenia-
tivess Troem Hezbaollah, Harmas, and
Islammic Jihael,

Kani held tallks with his counter-
part in the Lebanese Mimistry of
Foreign Affairs,

Al the joint press  confer-
ence, Kand sand Irman has “alwavs
syrprporied stability, sitfety,
security, and progress im Lebanon
and has spared no effort to
promode the progress amnd well-
being of the Lebanese people”

Kani stressed that “the close
relationship between Iran and
Lelanon is a majar indicator af
stabilily in the reggon and that
resistance is the basis of stability
in the region”

The Iranian official sakd the
discussion focused on  “evenls
in Gada, especially in Rafih, and
we agrecd on the necessity for
countries in the region, especially
[slamic  coumtnes, o adopl a
joint movement ©  confront
Israeli aggression and protect the

Palestinkan people,

“We also agreed on an initiative
i hold an emergsency meeting
o the foreign minksters of the
Organdzation of Islamic Coopera-
tion as a common proposal that
enables ns to take a decisive
colkective step in this regand.”

The Letxarese minister
said Rand affirmed Irmn's keenness
to preserve Lebanon's stabdlity,

Bou Habib refterated Lebanon’s
position  mejecting war and s
vision for a solotion that would
"restore calm  and  stability™

Lebanon's
caretaker Prime
Minister Majib
Mikati receives

Iran’s acting
Forelgn Minister
All Bagherd
Kiwnl and lran's
Ambrssacar

Meitakiy Amani
In Bairut on
Mondoy. Hrters

through the mmplementation of
UN HResolution 701, approved
in 2006 to resolve the Lebanon
War thal same vear. Rani's wisil
to Lebanon 1s the fimst since the
death of Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian in a
helicopter crash kast monith,

The talks ook pace as hostili-
ties between Hesbollah and the
Ismach army entered a new tense
phase, Isrweli attacks on Monday
reached the outskrts of Sada and
Iglim Al-Tuffah — some 15 km
from the southern border

The Isracli moves indicate
“serions  connotations amd  fear
that the almost eight-month-long
operations will tum into an open
war,” said a political ehserver.

Israell warplames raided Jabal
Al-Rihan, Jalal Abou Rashed,

and the outskirts of Meidoun in
Jezane i ve stages,

A drone strack a motorcycle in
Nacggoura, killing one person and
injuring andther,

Other warplanes carmed out
mack raids over the southern
reglon, breaking  the  sound
barrier over Al-Zahrmini, which
sirttered the glass of several
houses amd shops in Kharayveh,
Zrariyeh and Erzay, as well as the
window of a special needs school
in Sarafand

Isracl amtillery shelling and
raids targeted the owtskiris of
Mhaibib, Ehdam, Aita Al-Shaak,
Hanin m Bint Jbesl, and the
Rasaret  Al-Arayesh, Aramia
heighis, in lglim Al-Tuffah.

Gaza destruction

Residents inspect the damage after Monday's airstrike in the Gaza Strip. Israel has killed more than 36.000 Gazans in 8 months of war.

|.B.FF'

Turkiye
raps Syrian
Rurdish

groups
plans for

elections

AP Ankara

Plans by US-backed Rurdish
groups o conduct  local
clections in northerm Syria are
"unacceptable™ and a threat
o Turkive's national security,
Turkives defense minister said
omn Monday.

Turkiye considers the move as
a step by Syrian Rurdish groups
toward the creation of a separate
Furdish entity across its borders.
Ankara accuses the Syrian
Furdish groups of ties toa hanned

Rurdizh militanl organization.

In a written reply to guestions,
Yasar Guler reiterated Turkiye's
commitment to establishing a
secure corider along its borders
with Syria and Irag lo counter
the threat posed by Rurdish
mikitants.

A  Rurndish-led autonomows
administration  that  controds
northern and castern parts of
sSyria has announced plans to
hold mundcipal elections June
11, The vote o chodse mayvars
will be held in the provinces of

FASTFACT

Defense Minister Yasar
Guler refterated Turkiye's
commitment to establiishing
a secure corridor along its
borders with Syria and Irag to
counter the threat posed by
Hurdish rmilitants.

Hassakeh, Ragga, Detr El-Zour
and the castern part of Aleppo
provinee.

“I1 15 not possible to accepd such
a sitwation.” Gruder sald.

“The so-called election efTorls
that threaten the  temitorsal
indegrity of Syria will negatively
allect peace and tranguality in th
region.”

"We will not allew any fait
accomi that is to the detriment
of our nathonal security and the
territorial imtegrity of our neigh-
beors,” hie ackded,

He did not elaborate on what
action Turkive could take if the
Rurdish groups proceed with the
clections.

Turkiyve has launched a series
of major cross-border opera-
Hons intoe Syrn simee 2016 (o
drive away a Rurdish militia
group, known as the People's
Protection Units, or YPGE, from
its border and now controls

parts of northern Syria.

REFORMS ON TRACK

El-Sisi asks
PM Madbouly
lo form a new
government

Goder nn Mohamed Co00

Egyplian President Abdel Faitah
Fl-Sisi  reappointed  Prime
Minister Mostafa Madbouly on
Monmday to form a new fovern-
ment alter the latter submaitted
his Cabinet’s resignation.

The president asked Madhouly
o form a new sdminisiration
comprising highly qualified and
experienced  mdividuals  with
a view o achieving multiplc
pehpeciives,

Priorities include maintaining
Egypt's natiomal security, citizen
development in  health and
education, and strengthening
potitical engagement.

Cither important locus areas
are improving security, stability,
and counterterrorism  efforts,
along with promoting cultural
avwareness and national identity,
afil  encouraging  moderate
religious dialogue to strengthen
chthzenship amnil sescietal
harmony.

El-3isi%  directives for the
W government inc lode
continuing economic reforms
and increasing local and foreign
Invesiments,

Other  mitatives nclude
promofing  private sector
growih, conirolling price
increazes and  inflation,
and monltoring markets
as  part  aof the
stafe's  economic

Prasxient Ei-Ssi

development. El-Sisi hias
assigned the curment govern:
ment o continue in a caretaker
ride and perform its duties and
tasks until a new government is
Formmescl.

El-5i51 wrote on the X
platform: *1 assigned Dr.
hMostafa Madbouly to form
i W FOVernment
that inchiudes
the necessary
II'!I;]II"F[I!liI:'! iII‘II:I
compelencies

0 manage the next phase {(o
prhicve the desired develop-
ment in government perfor-
mance and confront the
challenges facing the state”

Madbouly, who has been
prime minister since June 2018,
thanked the president and
pledeed to make every effort to
serve The country and 11s people,

Madbouly served as minister
of housing, utibties, and urban
communitics from February
2014 untal June 2018,
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Somalia to
expel Ethiopian
troops unless

Somaliland port
deal scrapped,

official says

Reutars Narob

somalia will expel thousands of
Ethiopian troops staticned in the
couniry o help with security by
the end of the vear unless Addis
Ababa seraps a disputed  por
deal with the breakaway region
of Somaliland, a senbor Somali
oflicial siie on Monday.,

seourily expert=s and [oreign
diplomats said the move risks
further destabilizing Somalia as
local forces would be unabde to
[ill the securily vacuum, which
would likely be exploited by
fghters from Al-Shabab — an
affiliate of Al-Qaeda.

Al least 3000 Ethwopian
soddiers are stationed in  the
Horn of Africa country as part of
an Afrtcan Unlbon peacekeeping

miission  fighting  Al-Shahab,

wiich controds large  portions
of Somakia, while an estimated
S000-TH) are stabioned  in
several regions under a bilateral
agreement.

Relations hetween Mogadishu
and  Addis  Ababa  nosedived
earlier this vear after landloched
Eihiopia agreed to lease 20 km
of coastline from Somaliland —
a part of Somalia which claims
independence and has had effec
tive autonoomy since 1991, bt
has falled to win international
recogiition,

Ethiopia  offered  Somaliland
possihle recogmition in exchange
for being allowed o set up a naval
base and cotmmercial port — a
move Mogndishu has called illegal.

"Il they donot repeal the (agree-
ment) before the end of June, ar
when the new mandate of the

BACKRGROUND

Relations batwaen
Mogadishu and Addis Ababa
noscdived aarfier this yoar
after landlocked Ethiopia
agreed to lease 20 km of
coastline fram Somaliland.

SOLIDARITY

mission is decided, all Ethiopian
troops, ATMIS and bilateral, will
have to o Somalia’s National
security Adviser Hussein Sheikh-
All told Reuters by phone.
“Ethiopia cannot be an ally and
at the same time an agpressor.”
Spokespeople for the Ethio-
plan  government  and  the

A soldier serving In the African Unlon Mission In Somalia jumps off a mitary vehiole ear the scene of an explosion in Mogadishu. Feuters

Ethiopian  National Defense
Forces did not respond (o
requests for comment.

The African Union Transition
Miszion In Somalia, which is
mandated by the UN Sccurity
Council, is doe to fully withdraw
and hand over security respan-

sibvilities to the Somall state by

Indonesia stands firm
on Palestine support: FM

[n April, Israeli media reports claimed Jakarta began OECD-brokered talks with Tel Aviv

Sheany Yasuhko Lal Jakarta

Indonesia will continue
Lo support Palestine in
Lthe face ol systemaltic
pressuare from Israel and
Its allles to normalize tes
with Tel Avlyv, Forelgn
Alfalrs Minister Retno
Marsudi sald on Monday.

JTakarta has no  diplomatic
relations with Tel Aviv and
hias been one af the most vocal
supporters of Palestine since the
beginning of Israels onslaught
on Gaza in October,

The Indonesian government
hias repeatedly called for an end
to the occupation of Palestinian
termitories aml for a two-state

solution bascd on  pre-l1O6G7
borders.
Speaking 10 Wriversity

students at the Gadjah Mads
Undversity in  Yoevakarta on
Monday, Marsadi highlizhted
the "worsening situation™ in the
besieged enclave — where over
35400 Palestinlans have been
killed — amd =aid that Israel
has bten making “strategic and
systematic cfforts to finish off”
Falestine.

"There are systematc offorts
by Isracl and its allies to ... lobby
and pressure Muslim countries
bo start conskdering opening up
and normalizing tes with Tsrael”
shie sakd

In Aprl, viral Isracli media
repaorts claimed that Jakaria had
plans to establish diplomatic ties
with Tel Aviv as part of a deal 1o
smooth Indonesia’s entry inlo
the Organization for Economic
Cooperalion and Developmenl.

But the Indonesian Ministry

& |

Indlonesia has consistently
upheld universal
principles and values to

continue supporting the
mation of Palestine,

of Foredgn Alfairs  swillly
repected  those claims  then,
saying that the world's most
popLlous Muslim-majority
country would remain consis-
tent in defending Palestine,

One of the staunchest
supporters of Palestine,
Indonesia was among the
T8 couniries to first recog-
nize Palestine in 1988, It
sees Palestinian  statehood
a5 mandated by the

Ratna Marsaid|

DIPLOMACY

Lavrovbegins
Africa tour
in Guinea

AFP Conakry

Russian Foreign Mmester Serped
Lavrov was in Guinea on Monday
on the first leg of an African tour
almed at butiressing  Moscow’s
infhience in the words poorest
pomtment.
Hussias
announced

Foreign  Ministry
the wvisit on  Lhe

Telegram social media app with
d photo of Lavrov amving at
Conakry amrport. I[£ was his brst
visit to Garinea sinoe 2003

He was received by Guinean
counterpart Morssamda Kouvate,

Lavrow planned Lo meel Guinea’s
qunta leader Mamady Dovmmbounya,
In power since o 3021 coup,
Cruanea’s Foregon Mimstry said,

nations constiutlon, which calls
for the aboditbon of colontalism.
Inddonesia will continoe  its
support for Palestine on  the
international stage, Marsudi
galed,  Inchiding by pushing
for an immediate and lasting
ceascfire and uwrging Tel Aviv
fo comply with an order by the
International Court of Justice Lo
stop its military offensive in the
southemm Gaza city of Rafah.
lsraels pround and air attacks
have in the last  eight
months destroyved mos)
of Gazas civillan and
meilical infrastruc:
fure, injuring over
2000 people while
thosands remiin
missing under the
rubbde,
Thee Isrineli
, military  has

alwn Mocked water, foodd ancd
add  supplics o the territory,
bringing its more than 2 million
inhabitants to the brink of
Farmine.

“Indonesia  has  conskstentl
upheld universal principles and
values (o continue supporting the
nation of Palestine. Consistency
in embracing  these principles
15 ot easy, IS traly nol easy o
keop this principle amid today's
messy world filled with pressure
anc promises aof ransactions here
and there,” Marsudi s,

“"Baut thank God that wntl thes
very moment, the Indonesian
govvernment has been able 1o
remain steadfast and consistent
in defending the nation of Pales
tine ... We have a duty o defend
justice amnd humanity because |
1% in line with the mandate of our
1945 constitution.”

Grufnes b poor desplile consider-
able mineral and natural resounces
and has encdured decades of dicta-
torial e

State news agency Tass said

Gripinen wodlld be part of a tour of

Alrican countries but did nod gve
detalls on which other nations
Lavrov would visit.

Howvever, Russian news agency

afrineru said he was expected in
Chad on Wednesday “at the head
of an imporiant delegation.”

The same article also said that a
trip i Burkina Faso was possible,
withoul providing a specthc dite,

In July, Russian President
Viadimir Putin mmvited  Afncan
b= o a summit i Saded
Petershanrg

o

the end of 2024,

But the Somall povernment
has requested several times for
the withdrawal of troops to be
shovwed down, citing sethacks on
the battleheld.

The troops comee from Burandi,
Djiboutl, Uganda, Kenva and
Ethicqaia,

ASYLUM ROW

Italian
prime
minisler
lo visil
Albania
lo discuss

migranls

AFP Trana

Italian Prime Minster Georgia
Meloni is due this week to travel
to Albania for a visit focusing on
mugration, just days before the
European Parliament elections,
Albanian media said on Monday,

Under a  comtroversial  deal
between Rome and Tirana, Albania
has ameed o take In asvium
seekers plucked from the seas ofT
ltaly, register them at a center on
the Adriatic Sea and then house
them at another cemter inland
whibe their claims are processed,

Melonis govermment  had
hoped to have the project up
and mmning before the E-wide
elections on June 6-9 to halster
fer clam o be tough on tliegal
migration.

The Italian leader, who heads
the Hrothers of Daly party,
was due to armive in Tirana on
Wednesday to meet her Alhanian
counterpart  Edi Rama and
iiscuss the holding centers for
Iigrants,

Media in both countries said
on Monday that during her visit,
which coincides with  lalian
culiural week in Albania, Nelon
wias expected o visit one of the
holding centers set up under
the deal she signed with Ramlb in
November 3023,
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Ukrainian Fresident
Volodvmyr Zelenskyy
mel with the Philippine
president on Monday

in a rare Asian trip to
urge reglonal leaders to
attend a Swiss-organized
global peace summit on
the war in Ukraine that
he accuses Kussia, with
China's help, of tryving to
undermine.

Zelenskyy arrived unannounced
amd  under  heavy secunty
im Manila late Sunday after
gpeaking over the weekend at
the Shangri-La defense forum
i1 Singapore. He Was Fnven
i red-carpet welcome with
military honors Monday at
the presidential palace before
meeting with President  Ferds-
nand Marcos Jr., after which he
left the Philippines.

Marcos  pledged  that  his
country  would take part In
the peace summit, Phibppine
Communications Secretary
Cheloy Garafil said

“I'my hapgpy to hear today from
vl thal vou'll partkcipate in our

UNANNOUNCED VISIT

/elenskyy in Manila to
promote peace summit

Marcos welcomes Ukrainian decision to open embassy in Manila this vear

Philippines’ Preskdont Furdinand Marcas Jr shakes hands with
Ukralne's President Volodymiyr Zelenskyy in Manlla on Monday_ 4FF

prace  steps”  Zelenskyy  told
Marcos. "It a very strong signal.”

Zelenskyy  said  Ukraine
needs more mental health
wiolkers for jis soldiers Mareos

promised tohelpand welcomed
a decision by Ukraine to open
an embassy in Manila this year
which would hasten efforts to
dellver assistandce,

-.'-'_..._ .

"We  have ourselves been
irying to promate the continuing
adherence o international law
in our part of the waorld,” Marcos
sald. “The issues that you are
facing are similar and in paralle]
amd, therefore, the
position the Philippines takes is
always to promote peace”

Both leaders spoke critically

I Ours

HIGHLIGHT

Both leaders spoke critically
of Chino at the Elnﬂ'.p..p-nru
forum, which was attended by
top defense and government
officials from arcund

the world, Including frem
Washington and Baljing.

of China at the Singapore
forum, which was attended by
top defense and povernment
officials from around the world,
including from Washington
ancl Beljing. The talks were
held amid the raging wars in
Gaza apd Ukraine as well as
growing tensions and rivalry
for influence between the
United States and China in the
Tndo-Pacific PO

People wade through a flooded street In Blymgama, o subwb of Colombao, S Lanka, on Monday. Over 5,000 people were svacuated to safety. A1

HEAVY RAIN

Sri Lanka closes schools as floods,
mudslides wreak havoc on the island

AP Colombo

Sn Lanka closed schoals on
Monday as heavy rain triggered
fAloeds and mudslides in many
parts of the island natkon, leaving
at least 10 people dead and six
others missing, oflicials said.
The Education Ministry
announced that the reopening
afl schoods would depend on how

the weather develops,

Heavy have
wireaked havod 0 many parts
of the country since Sunday,
Aooding homes, felds and roads,
and forcing authorities to cut
|:'l|‘-|'1|'||:'|.lf|.' A% A precauiion,

St people died aller being
witshed away and drowning in
the capital, Colombo, and the
remode Rathnapara Jistnct on

oW ponirs

sunday, according to the disaster

mamigement center,  Three

olhers died when mounds of

carth collapsed on their houses,
and one person died when a tree
fell on him. 5ix people have gone
missing since Sunday.

By Momdlay, over 5,000 peopde
had been moved to evacua-
fion centers and more than $#00
homes had been damaged, the

ceniter said in a staterment.

Navy aml army troops have
B dlepdoved Lo rescoe viclims
and provide [ood and other
casentials to those affected.

Sri Lanka has been grappling
with severe weather comndifions
since mid-May caused by heavy
monscon rains. Earlier, strong
winds downed trees in many
areas, Killing nine people,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Landslide victory
Sheinbanm

is Mexico's first
female president

Claudia Sheinbaum, a NMobel
Prize-winning climate sci-
entist, will become Mexicn™
firsl [emale president aller
winning a landslide election
Victory anl [Iroiising o con-
tinme the work of her mentor
and outgoing leader Andres
Manucl Lopez Obrador,
Sheinbaum, 61, secured
hetween 58,3 percent and
BT peeroenl af vidles, ac-
cording to the INE clec-
toral institute's rapid sample
count released late Sunday
night, the most support won
by o candudate in a Mexican
presidential election since
the end of one-party rule in

2 Reuters

Relationship test

Bejjing accuses 2

Chinese ofbeing
British spies

Beijing has accused two
Chinese citizens of spving for
Britain, in the batest test of a
relationship that has grown
increasinghy fraught.

CRulmsa el tlve TR have
clashed over Bejjing’s clamp-
chom om free specch and open
ebections in Hong Kong, a for-
mer British territory that was
EularEnieed 1S oWt economic
anicl political Ireedoms For 540
vears after its handover (o
Chinese role inm 19497,

In a mes=sage on social media
on Monday, the Ministry of
Sale Security, Chinas main
intedligence service, said If un-
CEverEd a ma)or EXpRnaEe Case
Invedying a coupsle, AP
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Climate Dynamics’

KERREY H. GO0

Climate I::I:l'nnmin:i provides
an essential foundation

in the physical
undarstanding of
Earth's climate
syEtam, This
seoond edition
incledes updated

and axpanded

Criminal charges

Indonesia to
deport Migitive
to Thailand

Oepe of Thatland™s most wanted
Tugitives will be escorted homee
on a That air force plane after
being arrested on Indonesias
tourist isdamd of Bali foellowing
momnths on the run in connec-
tion with several killings and
drug trafficking charges in his

homeland, oficials sald Monday,

Chacsialit Thongrluang: escaped
from detention in Thailand while
being treated af a hospdtal When
he was detained Thursday, he was
wsdng 3 fake Indonesian national
identity card which he recenned
shortly after arriving in Indone-
skv's porthernmost provinee of
Aceh In December aller a 17-hour
speedboat trip from India, saicd
Wahvu Widada. head of the Indo-
nesian Mational Podice™ Criminal
[vestisation Departosent. AP

nformation an h]rdrnlng}l,

the cryosphere, cbserved
contemporary
climate change, and
elimate prediction.
in additian, tha

Hustrations sare

expanded and now in
Full colar,

Climate change
Heat wave
Lills at least
(i in India

I s pearly 25,000 cases
ol suspected hieat strake ancd 56
peopde lost their lives after several
doedt wiate (VS CTUES The CXOunRiey
from Mairch-May, local media
reporied. citing government data
May has been a particubarly
bad month for the region, with
temperature in caplial Dellsl
and meEarby state of Kagasihan
touching 50 degrees Celsins,
In & coavirast, paris of castern
Indlia have been reeling under
the impact of cvelone Remal.
Heavy rain in the north castern
state of Assam has killed 14
people sipce Tuesday. A condlu-
ece off Factors has led 1o a VY
e summeet in South Asia, a
trend scientists say has been
worsened by human-driven
climate change. Reuters

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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What the shifting discourse on Palestine means for Israel

ot 50 long agn, if one were
to say that a top Span-

izh government official
would someday declare
Lhal “Irom the river Lo

Lt sea, Palestine would
be free” the suggestion Hsell would have
seemed ludicrous, But this is precisely how
Yolanda Diae, Spain’s deputy prime min-
ister, concluded a statement on May 23, a
few days before Spain officially recognized
Palestine as a state

The recogmition of Palestine by Spain,
along with Norway and Ireland, is tmpaor-
tant. Western Europe is finally catching
up with the rest of the world regarding
the significance of a strong international
position in support of the Palestinian
people and in rejection of Israel’s genocidal
practices in the Occupled Territores,

But eqqually imporiant is the changing
political discourss regarding both Palestine
and Israel in Europe and all over the world.

Almost immediately after the start of
the ongoing Israell war on Gaza, soime

&%

The early ban on
pro-Palestinian
Protesis was
impossible (o

maintain in the
[ace of millions ol

angry European
citirens

=l

2 L i

Hadkli

(e " f ME |

European countries imposed restrictions
on pro-Palestinian protests, with some
even banning the Palestinian flag, which
was percelved, through some twisted
logic, as an antisemitic symbod.

With time, however, Western govern-
ments' unprecedented solidarity with
Israc] became an outright political, legal
and moral liakility, Thus, a slow shift
began, leading to a near-complete trans
Formation in the position of some sovern-
ments and a partial though clear £hift in
II!|_|-]|||]iIi-:':|.| dEsCirse among ollers,

The early ban on pro-FPalestinian protests
was impossible to maintain in the face of
millions of angry European citizens, who
called on thear governmenis Lo end their
blind support for Tel Aviv,

Even countries like Canada and
Crernmeany, wWhich supported the Iseael
Eenocide against Palestinians untl the
later stages of the mass Killings, began
changing their language.

The change of lanpusge is also
happening in Israel itselfl and among

RAMIT BAROUD
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pro-Isracli intellectuals and jouwrnalists in
the mainstream media.

The lanpuage in lsrael & coalescing into
two major and competing discourses: one
Wal s iranonally malhkess, as represenied
by far-right mumasters lHamar Ben-Gvir
andl Bezabel Smotrech, as well as by Prine
Minister Berjamin Netanyahu himself; and
another that is more pragmatic, even though
it is equally militant and anti-Palestinian.

While the first group would like to see
Palestinians slaughtered in large numbers
o wipedd oul by a nuclear bomb, the
secord] realizes that a military option is nol
viable, at least for now.

Prior to the war, the [sraeli political
discourse regarding Gaza revolved around
a specilic set of terminodogy: “deterrence”
and “security,” among others.

Now, this language has been relegated in
[avar of a prand discourse concerned selih
extstential wars, the future of the Jewish
people and the possible end of [srael. if nod
Lionism itzelf.

While it is true that Netanyahu fears an end

bo thee war will bring a termible conclusion
to his supposedly tnumphant legacy as the
“protector” of 1sraed, there is more to the story.

If the war ends without Israel restoring
(15 so-called deterrence amnd security, it will
be foroed to contend with the fact that the

Balestinian people cannod be relegated and
that their rights cannot be overlooked. For
I=rael, such a regdi@tion would be anend
to its settler-colonial project, which begzan
nearly 100 years ago.

Additionally, the perceptions and
language pertaining 1o Palestine and Israel
are changing among ordhinary people
across the world. The misconception of
the Palestinian “terrorist™ is being quickly
replaced by the true depiction of the [sraeli
war criminal, a categorization that s now
consistent with the views of the worlds
largest legal institutions.

Israe] now stands in near-complete isola-
ton due, npart, o its genocide in Gaza,
but also due to the courage and steadfast-
ness of the Palestinian people and the
global zolidarity with the Palestinian cause,

g

o

S8
Starmer has more
1o lose than sunak.

He has alienated
himself from
stupporters on
several ey ssues
regarding Gaza

How Israel’s war on Gaza could impact UR election

oy will the Israel-Craz

Crisis play oul m Uae July

F general election in the

R 1t will be a [actor,

as it has been in recent

bw-elections and local
edectons, Bul o whad exlent?

This 1s a pjoker question because nobody
can guite be sure. It is one thing for volers
to care abont events in Israel and Gaza, bt
guite another as to whether this will influa-
ence their vote.

Let's be clear. Foreign conflicts do not
have a history of determining British
elections, Tony Blair won a thivd succes-
sive election back 1 20005 despite the Irag
war. It 15 hard to think of a previous Bratish
clection where Israel-Palestine has been
a factor. The overwhelming majority of
TR poditkclans, including party leaders, do
ot make Lhis pssue a pronty, They know
elections are won on domestic 1ssucs

Cotibe 2024 be dilTerent? Tn <ome of
Lhe: G50 parfiamentary constituencies,

it will be a factor. These include, bt are
nol exclusive to, those with large Jewish
o Muslim populations, largely in urban
areas. Half of British Muslims are aped

25 or under. This means that this is a
demagraphic that is likely to be ever more
influential in electbons (o oome,

Bl wiall they be an influential otor thas
year?! The Labour Party is way ahead in the
pralls, typdcally by more than 20 polnts, so
Eyvien an imdependent candidate ronning on

i pro-Palestinian rights platform is unlikely

o do more than dent a potential Labour
MPs majority. The electorate Enows that
independent MPs have limited power in
the British parliamentary system.

The influence of Gaza may be more
indirect. It mayv be more about how Gaza
has shaped overall perceptions of party

besnders and partbes, such as how much they

are liked or respected or how poordy they
are perceived

How party beaders have dealt with the
bssue of Lhis crisis is Key, Neither Prime

CHRIS DOYLE
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Mindster Rishi Sunak nor Labour leader
Redr Starmer have impressed. Although
volers select a speciic candidate in their
constituency. it is the choice of leader that
is uppermost in most voters” minds.

Graza is a challenge for Starmer hecanse
i 1s e o an ssue for i:|||r|.'r|Ii.'||. Labwsur
volers Suniak has incredibly bow leader-
ship ratings, so his inepd performance over
Gaza and even complicity in Isrell war
crimes hardly alters matters. He knows he
is unlikely to capture many pro-Palestinian
or British Muslim voters.

Starmeer has more 1o lose, He has alien-
ated himsell from supporters on several
hey Essues regarding Gaza, 11 was nod wntil
February that he backed an immaediate
ceaschre, while more than 70 percent of
the population has consistently backed that
shanee ginee Octobser, He refused to call fos
an arms embargo on lsracl, while one psoll
found that 62 percent of voters hacked that,
rising o jaw-dropping 75 percent among
those intending to vole Laboar

Bt what 15 meost remvernbered amd
wiewed is an interview Starmer did, in
which he appeared to justify Israel's total
siege on Palestinians in Gaza. He was ashed
whether Israel cutting off all power and
water (o Gaza was “appropriate” Starmer
sadcl: “T think that Israel does have thai
right, It s an ongomg situation.” He added:
“Obwviously, everything should be done
within international Lw"

Another accusation is teat Starmer has bed
A parrge of those candidates decmed o be
too left-wing or even pro-Palestinian. At the
same timee, Laboar has parachuted into safe
g cancidates Promn SLarmer's WiNE il 1l
party, mrcluding one extremist pro-Bengamin
Netanyahu lobdyist who has called the UUN
antisemitic and supports illegal settlements

Starmer's Labour will wwin. Baut his Hmp
positions on Gaza and Lack of desire o lodd
Israel aceountable could limit his mapority
and weaken him in the eves of his party.
I'his isstec has damaged his standing before
hie even becomes prime mianster,



10

ARAEB NEWS Tuesday, June 4, 20024

Opinion

Stoking division to win India’s elections comes at a cost

ndia'’s lengthy voung process, one
of the most polarizing and divisive
rounds of elections in modern
times, will come to an end with the
declaration of resulls today. Polls
mdicats that the 1ssues concern-
ing voters include soaring vouth unems-
ployment at nearly 50 percent and a vast
wealth gap. But with the ruling Bharativa
Janata Party fearing a dip in turnout,

CUrppaositionisis accused the police of

detaining and intimidating party workers

anid deliberately suppressing the vode.
The RIP has also ageressively gone after

BARIA ALAMUDDIN

the mantra of *Love Jihad®™ — the myth of
Hindu women being seduced and forcibly
converted. Evoling this specter, RIP state

eovermments have introduced anti-conver-

opposition groups, with the Congress pariy’s
bank accounts rozen in February over a tax
demand and senior oppositionists jaiked on
avariety of Aimsy charges, while there has
been a purge of media outlets perceived to
he insulficiently fvorable, including the

saom legislation and encouraged police
crackdowns on mterfaith couples.
Altheough extremist Hindu nationalists
have also pone after secularists, Sikhs,
Christiams and others, India’s more than

200 million Muslims are viewed by the

have cnjoyved impunity for embarking on
bouts of communal viclence and lynching
non-Hindus aceused of smuggling heef,
RBIP politicians openly celebrate notorious
Hindu vigilantes accused of murderous
attacks on minorities. Hate speech has
soared, with one research group fnding
thait 75 percent of recent instances
occurred m BIP-ruled states,

Throughaat Evrope, the US and elsewhers

populist Hindu nationalist BRC. Meanwhile, a phalanx ELIP a8 the primary threat in the world, we also see
politicians have instead i'—, of supportive media instine- 1o its mossolithie vision ii popilists and fascists
focused on demonizing tones has been dedicated to of Hindu supremacy, whipping up communal and
and disenfranchising Oppositionists promaoting Prime Minister Consequently, they face When victory religious hatred as the surest
mmunim—.i as a means of arctsed thE]H]“EE MNaremdra !I.-I-J-:Il anid the BJT srowing discrimination in carries such rnul-:tnp-uﬂlﬁ.:a-l POwWET,
juicing the vote, Cintlmidati Much attention has been emplovment and educa- 1 Iv hi I had the hittersweet
some of the most ol in L Fscagsed an divisive and tomn, alonge with increas- Iger““!'l} Eh plexsure of interviewing
blatant abuses have been party workers inflammatary comments ingly systematic barriers to costs, all segments ndica Gandhi in 1984, just
in_Elt.{F-;:h-;wmi:Jd states and deliberately ﬁ 1;;:.—:@:;1 T:E miuu_j:itl:r ﬁﬂ;:'!i:;:;rh;an:;c*ﬁnmrlt- risk losing from hours before the prime 2
with subsiantial minority ppres: ] el wi telling ¥'s Incliy 15 olten resi minmister was assassinate
populations. Non-Hindu - SEing one rafly: “When they were portrayed as an econmmic the lting by her Sikh bodveuard.
communities have the vote last in power, the Congress miracle, with its massive social turmoil Gandhi told me of her love
suffered from " bulldozer sanidd Lhat Muslims have the infrastructure projects of hiking in Kashmir’s

justice.” with entire districts demolished
For allegedly lacking proper permits,
and have found themselves inexplicably
removed from voder rolls,

In =everal locations in Uttar Pradesh, the
police attacked and dispersed non-Hindus
who turned up to vote, Violence against
violers was even more atant in Kashmir,
where the 2009 Llaw revoking the
region’s special autonomous status has
mativated higher anti-RIP voler tirmoul.

first right to the nation’s resources. Wiat
does that mean? If they come to power, that

mreanis they will collect all the wealth. Ancd

and widening acoess to lechnology,

banking and consumer goods. Although
the proportion of those living in extreme

who will they give il to? Those who have
more Children. To mfltrators.”

Along with the demonization of Indian
Muslims as “infiltrators™ and the ubigui-

tomss slur that thelr families are having

mode children in order to displace Hindus

in India, political speeches and clection

propaganda have repeatedly emphasized

Boars, almraddin = pn
award - winfeng ouiralae
ind brosdoastor i thin RO Sk
Ezst e then LIHL Shia
i tor of ke Wedis Services
Syrakoate and Foes elenussec
numercs hagds of =kxle

For Tl sarsion. fog on 1o
ww's . arabnew s obms spinkon

poverty has fallen, om 8.7 percent in
2015 to 12 pereent in 2021, social incguali-
ties have dangercusly widened, with the
top 10 percent of the population holding
741 pereent of national wealth. India’s 2019
citizenship law wields the power to make
mullions stateless,

BIP-aligned righi-wing organizatbons

mointains and exiolled the importance of
her natlon's inherent diversity: India must
be o state For all its peoples, she told me,
not a democracy for only one segment of
the population.

Few doubt that the BIFS tactics for
maximizing turnout among the Hinduo
majority will prevail, but when victory
carries such dangerously high costs, all
sepments of sockety risk losing from the
resulting social turmaoil.

Population aging is a slowly unfolding yet insidious crisis

jcture a city filled with people
above the age of 40, with very
few yvoung couples in sight
and even fewer happy pairs
pushing prams or keeping
an eye on children playing
hide-and-seck games in public parks. Some
neighborhoods of Tokyo and Home, given
these two cities” lopsided population ratios,
are probably already familiar wath such
soemies. The actual situation
in many cities coukd very
well turn out to be not so

tranduil, and the likely This is cansing coaintries or regions at the
MEASOS have nothing todo. o strong imbalance same time as couples there
with a preponderance of ki are choosing to have fewer
peevish pensioners, YOung versus andd fewer children,
For one, a shrinking pool older people This s causing a strong

of taxpayers and produc- hoth within imbalance in young

tive citizens does not bode a nation and vmus.nﬁti.-:'r people

well for the future of any bhoth within a nation
couniry, especlally one across horders andl across geograplitcal

with an aging workforce

and a growing cohort of people who will
need social support and medical care.
Young people in such countries will have
[ewer incentives to stay on, work hard and
create jobs if they know that a big chunk
of the taxes they pay will be distributed by
the state in the form of pension and public
health services for the aged,

For another, the global population is
apging and declining atl an uneven pace
owing to forces that are beyond the control
af intergovernmental organizations, to
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say nothing of policymakers amnd heads
of government, The imbalances are

trigeering a surge in both legal and illegal

human migration, a phenomenan that is
stirring political discord and idealogical
polarization in several economicalky
advanced countries.

To ook on the bright side, the fact
that people are living much longer than
before is a colossal achievement. The
probdem s that lifes-
pans have increased, or
are increasing, in some

borders, In numerical
terms, the global population aged 60
years and above 15 expected to double by

2050 and triple by 2000, according 1o the
World Health Organization. Yet, by 21060,

an overwhelming majonty of countries

globally will not have hizh enough fertility

pates to sustain thelr popaalation skze,
Those who belleve that the individual

citizens of a country have no pressing

responsibility to ensure the continuity

ARNAB NEIL SENGUPTA
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species al present to stave ofl population
descline at the planetary level for decades to
come, According o the UN's 200232 popula-
tiom prospects, the worlds population will
reach a peak of about 1004 billkon peogle
during the 2080s and will remain at that
lewe] until 21040

Baut because “demography is desting,”
according to the obd maxim, the valuntary
depopulation of an entire country is nol
cost-free; i postpones
probiems for future

iy

Followed by the Maghreb, the Mashreqg amd
the Least Developed Countries,

Like their peers acrass the Arab world,
GCC citlzens will also become econaiml-
cally less productive and need more
healtheare as they become older. But asa
recoent report by PwC Middle East points
out, “there are good reasons why tomor-
row’s highly digitalized GOC “knowledge
economies” can also be sockelies that value
the region's best tradi-
tons, ensuring that older

senerations. Stein Emil citizens lead fulfitling lives
Vaollset, of the University of The voluntary to the end of their days"
Washington's Institute for While governments, the
depopulation of

Health Metrics and Evalu- Ia privaie sector, healthcare
atbon, says the world faces anentire country providers, insurance
“staggering social change is not cost-free: providers and reseanch
through the 21st centary™ it posipones and academia ecach have
due to a " baby bust”™ in clear roles to play, the

. problems for
soMke Coumntries and a report savs that thanks
“haby boom™ in others, future generations ambltious mransforma-

Choser 10 home, a 2017
report prepared by the UN Population
Fumd's Arab States Hegional Office and the
Arab League predicted that nearly all Arab
countries that entered the demographic
windows — a period when the proportion of
popalation of working age proup is particu-
larly promibent — by 2005 would have maore
than 20 percent of their populations aged
over 60 by 2080, By the same year, the Gulf
Cooperation Council's aging population is

of the collective population have a point.
There are enough members of the humian
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tiomn strategies, the GOC
region “is well positioned to become a
global innovator for developing policy and
solutions to address the rapid change in the
demographics”

In 1968, American biokogist Paul Ehrlich
andl his wife Anne became well known for
“The Popalation Bomb,” a controversial book
whose namme reflected the Fears of previous
generations. Today’s global economy faces a
problem that is quite the opposite: a popula-
tion bomb that will not explode but keep
ticking for decades until it implodes,
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Capability building has bwen a
cornerstone of Yision 2004 s
Implementation, with forums like the
GEME plaving a pivotal role.
Thamer Al=-Soodoun
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Experts
déscuss the
role of artificial
inteligence

in project
Frar R eruent
dhuring a

pane at the
Global Projact
Management
Ferum in Riyadh,
Fhohs Suppdiod

Ghaudi Joudah Rhyadh

Artificial intelligence is
emerging as an integral
tool for accelerating
project management,
signaling a hig change
in the sector, stated a
senlor Aramoo official

at an Industry
gathering in Riyvadh.

Margarete Schramboeck, boand
member at Aramco Dizital and
Ausiria® former minister of

economy  and digiial  affalres,

said the energy firm s abways
at the forefront when it comes
o parinerships, with many of
these in evber=ecurty, indiistrial
atlomation, and telecom

she shared her insights during
an interview with Arab News
an the sidelines of the Global
Progct Managemenl  Forum
held in Riyvadh.

Reflecting on  the growing

use ol advanced teschnology
m the mdostry. Schram-
boeck said; “"New forms of

senerative Al help us in all
the process Implementatlons,
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EXPERTS

Al'srole in revolutionizing project
management highlighted

Inclusive Al means a completely new way of tackling projects, says expert

tand)  inclusive Al means
a completely new way  of
tackling prajects”

Speaking  al the  forum
during a panel discussion tithed
"Opportunitics amd  success
factors in giga-projects,” Ghanem
Al-Mohammadi, former mingsier
of municipal and rural affairs,
challenged the traditional diefin-
von of gipa-projects in urban
chevelopment,. He argoesd that 1
should consider interconnected-
ness, transformational impact,
aned sustainability,

“Peaple would gauge a projec

STRATE

Al use needs to be focused

based on cost, but I would define
a giga-praject by its intercon-
[rrEect Dl
amnd can drive
transformational growih.”
e remarked.

Al-Mohammadi added: “Nod
ombly does [t share complexity,
BN AL also sfiares many atteibibes
like stakeholder management
and communication”™

Participating in the discussion,
Saadi Adra, CEQ of Advisors,
noted  that managing 400
relatively small propects collec-
tively adds up to the complexity

IEHL R || = glis gl

SEFVes a citv

of a giga-project. While thers
isn’t 4 solid definition of giga-
prajects, Al-Bahialn,
EPMO peneril manager at the
Ministry of Human Resources
and Social Development, noted
that the term gained popularity
bocally with Sandl Vislon 2030%
i:ll';.'_'-!'-.'-.-l_':ilq' prajecls
NEOM and Quiddiva.

In 2020, & royal order was
issied o merge the Mindstry
of Civil Service with the
Ministry of Labor and Social
Development, forming  the
Ministry of Human Resources

Hesham

asuch  as

New forms
ol generative
Al helpusin
all the pro-
coess imple-
meniations.

Morgnrete
Schramib ootk
Arure i [Hnlad
bssadrd immbet

and Social Development.

“since  then, we  reached
22 millon with the laba
market, the unemployment
rate decreased to 7 percent,
and women's participation in
the labor market excepded 35
percent,” sald Al-Babtain,

Laura Barnard, chiel impact
driver of PMO Strategies, empha-
aized the iImportance of ensuring
that people understand that the
most significant aspect s nod
the financial cost, but rather the
positive impacts on society and
the workd through outcomes,

or will be a costly waste, forum hears

Ghacdi Jaudah Fiyach

Artihicial intelligence technolosy
is costly and requires project
manazers to identify specific
arcas within their inptiatives
that necessitate the platform,
aecording to an industry head.
Al-Bawardl, foumder
and CEQ of FSABR Consulling,
expressco her thoughts
on the last day of the Global
Project  Management Forurn
in Rivadh,

Al-Bawardi sawl: "If they bring
too many tools just as a [ancy
way (o say} that we are using
Al 1it's poing o negatively affect

Farlwa

the badged of the propect.”

aie described Al as a (oolbox
that contams several different
applications and Instruments,
adding: “All the alporithms, data,
and resulis penerated are part
af the applications and tools
within this todbex”

Al-Bavwrardi
potential to stresambine progect
management  lasks, predict
outcomes, and provide valuable
insizhis, saving:

“Utilizing Al during
mestings  increases  efficiency
and can analvee all the audio
conversation and can tranzslate
it mte an actionablde hi=1" She

s Al's

fonls

GLODAL P

.
ul
¥

Fadwn Al-Bawardl, foundar
and CEQ of FSAB Consulting.
speaks at the Global Project
Management Forum in Riyadh.

&AM photo by Huda Bashatah

charmed the rise of Al 1= part of
the “fourth indusinal revodo-
tion,” and the technology's
application will thrive in the
area of predictions,

Al-Bawardi noted: "Through
Al, project managers can make
predictions hased on the data
inpurited into algorithms,

The other level s judgment,
which = cssential for deter:
mining the accuracy of
these predictions”

Roy Mikhael from professional
servioes firm RPMG stated that
he believes embracing Al wall
revolutionize the way projects
are exccuted and monitored,

Mikhael saded that traditional
project  management
often adhere to rigid processes
and methodologies that may
nesd to be more adaptable
i changing project necds or
environments.

He reiterated that integrating
Al In
enhances resource  wiilization,
improves risk managemeont, and
streamlines communnication.

“This ensures that resources
are  wtllized  wlih
elhcrncy, leading to oosl savings
and Improved propect perfor-
mance,” =aid Mikhael.

He added that it also enables

aflices

propeet  imanagenend

FAXInLm

adaptive  planming and :|;.:ih'
execution, soving “Al  [acih-
tates agile project planning by
analyzing historical data, market
trends, and external factors to
adapt project plans dynamically”

Mikhael added that this
approach ensures project adap-
alatlity
changing comditions,

"By integrating  Al-enabled
performance manitoring,
prisject  managers can gain
real-time  inslghts Into progect
progress, dentifly  baottlenecks,
and make tmely interventions
(o cnsure project ransparcncy
and accountabality,” he saied,

HEE] | FEspOnsSiyeness Lo
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Manal Al-Barakadi =fyadhb

In a rapidly evolving
digital landscape, the
push lor transformaltive
strategies has become

a cormerstone for
businesses across Sandl
Arabia, according to

a lop PwC Middle

Easl executive.

Following the launch of the firm's
latest report — “Digltal accel-
eralion: Fueling the ambithon for
transformation success in Sauwdi
Arabia® Marwan Khamis., a
pariner at PwC Middle East,
emphasized to Arab News the
plvotal role of emerging digital
technologies In achieving
sustainabie growth and strategic
ohjectives for organizations
within the Kingdom.

Rhamis highlighted  that
organizations  are  actively
pursuing transformeation initia-
Hves at the halfway mark 1o
Sandi Vision 2060, wilh a keen
[ocus on levernging emerging
technolozies  like  gencrative
artificial intelligence, referved
t0 as GenAl, to enhance decision
making, elfciency, resowrce
utilization, and comphance,

Speaking on the sidelines of
the Glodal Propsct Management
Forum in Rivadh, he saxd: Al
is coming into play. According
to 4 recent survey that we have
chomne, T3 percent of CEDs in the
Midchle East thal were surveyed
helieve that they necd (o adogt
Al within the next three years
in order to make sure that they
are delivering outoomes to their
benefkaries"

GenAl  offers  significant
pramise in antomating routine
task= and streamlining project

management  processes, the
report added.
This automation liberates

L:-l'_'.:,.'lill.-::l.liurl:-. 1 SOnceniratle
(e ||1:|:-:Ir:|!-|';:i|';|'-:al.1.'1|| it
bves amd culbvating robust
client relationships.

By integrating real-
Hmee data and advanced

&

Organizations are
pursuing transformation
Inltiatives at the

hallway mark to

Saundi Vision 200340,

Pl Bable] ¥ E il praaTime

DiGITAL LANDSCGAFE

Al key to crossing Vision 2030 finish
line in Saudi Arabia: PwC executive

Majority of CEOs in Mideast willing to adopt Al within the next three years, says report

training  programs,  GenAl
cmpowers businesses to analyze
extensive  datasets, idendify
operational  efficiencies,
reclefine industry best practioes,

Acoording to  the report,
resource availability and timely
decision making emerged as the
primary challenges for C-suite
execilives, cled by 90 percent
of respondents, a fact that can be
supplemented through the use
ol emergang lechnologies,

This was closcly [ollowed
by resistance to change, at BO
percent, and data availabdlity,
which was cited by 7 percemnt
-::.I'rq'h]ul-lle'nls-:.

Therefore, overcoming these
hurdles requires a strategic
approach, one that
ermbraces technodogical

anid

L .}
;.{I:.-"_"L.']_.'ull'::

gdvancements while addressing
cultural and economic factors
that mmfluence the pace and scale
ol transformation,

Khatnis Fugzhl b lesd the
critical importance of progect
managcment in the transforma-
tion journey of entities, saying:
“As organizations are moving
ko ther Lransformation
journey, propct  management
Is becoming more and more
important as a  Key driver
for them o move into that
transformation.”

The executive also addressed
the growing recognitbon of the
necd for advancemenl among
Mickdle East CEQs, stating
"According to the recent CEO
report that we've published in
PaC, 48 percent of all Middle

CONSERVATION

CEOs beliewe that their

East
businesses need to transform
within the next few years.”

In order for these sowght-
alter transitions O come B e,
Khamis outhned the most resalt-

proven  sirategics based on
PwC research.
“The most effective trans-

[ormation management ollices
and project management oflices
usually focus on two things
Ore 15 [osterning
work culiure where all project
managers and experts collabo
rate effectively. The second is
the adopiion of digital salutions
within  the  transformation
journey,” he sand.

Fhamis further emphasized
that as it pertains to the Sandi
market, specifically as it nears

posilive

become Ist G20 country

The two-day
annual avent
hald im the Saudl
cmpltal Righlights
tha kafast

dnvelopmants
in the fiald

of project
management
ACTORS ¥Lfiods
sectors. Fhodo,
Supplied

the 2030 mark. quality execu-
tion has become paramount in
achieving successful transfor-
mation across both public and
|_'||'i1.'.,|l_r' sECars,

The success story of the Saudi
National Events Cendre, known
a5 NEC, serves as a testamend
i the transformative power of
digital technologies,

Leveraging PwC Muddle East's
Transform Hub, the NEC has
emerged as a [rontrunmer in
delivering  world-class  events
and experiences in Saudi Arabia
and the region.

This underscores the patential

for digital nnovatkon 1o drive

operational effickesncy, mpovia-
ton, amd longterm  sucoess
m the Kingdom’s dynamic

business environment.

to use energy-saving LILDs on streets

Resm Walld Hiyach

satdi Arabia s set o become
the firsi G20 couniry to install
LED street lights 1o oonserve
encrey, sald a top officaal of the
Mational Energy Services Co,
known as Tarshic.

Speaking i a panel  ththed
“Saudi Viston 2030 Outleok™ on
the first day of the Global Project
Manasement Forum 2024 taking
place in Riyvadh from June 2 to 3,

Mohammed Muaafa, technical
services  director of Tarshid,
skid the company has worked
on & large number of projects 1o
conserve electnoly i vanous
types of commercial and residen-
tial projecis across the Kingrom.
These efforis are In  line
with the RKingdom's targe
of producing 50 percent
renewihle electricity by
2030 and achieving net-zero
efnissions by 20640,

Maokhammed
Muanfs,
technical
services director
of Tarshid,
during a panel
during the
Global Project
Managoment
Forwm 2024 in
Riyadh, AN phato

“We will be the first country
in G20 that fulfills this goal
of turnking all the street lamps
o
Muaafa s,

The top official sand Tarshid's
main ohjective is to reduce the
consumption of electricity and
reduction of emisslons He said
the project has provided energy
savings of 70-75 percent.

The Global Project Manage
ment Forum 2024 is designed Lo

EIETEY -50 |:|l|; anes”

bring together the most influen
tial global community of project
managers and diverse stake-
halders for Immersive learning,
networking, and collabsaration,

The two-day annual amms fo
highlight the latest develop-
ments in the field of project
MaAnagemenl
seclhors and serve as a platform
for industry experts to share
creative ideas to achieve their
priofessional goals,

(L g Walf LS
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TATA's Dérechar Geanera! Willle Walsh aakd that alrings are projected to connect nearly 3 billlen people on 22,000 rewtes this year, Footo Supoted

.“I|I'I-I Takln, Miguel Hadchity Dol

Middle Eastern airlines
are nuaintalning thelr
upward trajectory

in passenger and

cargo volumes thanks
to strong regional
economies, according
to the International Alr
Transport Association.

Ahead of iis General Assembly in

Dabiad, the IATA highlighted that
Saundl Arabia's substantial invest-
menis  in infrastructure  and
tourism contributed o robust
growth, while the UAE remained
a key destination for both leisure
atd business travelers.

On a global scale, the alrline
idustry b5 et o achieve record
revenues of 31 tnllion in 20024,
All regions worldwide are
expected o generate profits for
a second yvear in a row, with the
most sipnificant increase being
for Asia-Pacific carriers.

In a press release, the TATA
struck an upbeat note, and saicd:
“Although airlines continue
to add capacity, viclds remain
healthy and the demand Ffor
travel remains boovant  and
loaks el 1o confinue  apace,
Geopolitical risks are the main
threat, especially to the Levant
carriers” “The Gull carriers ans
relatively less impacted unless

tensions bretween Ian and
Esrael escalate”
Addressing the General

Assembly, IATA®  Director
General Willie Walsh mofed that
the sector's projected net profit
in 20024 is a significant achicve-
ment, especially  considering
the severe |osses experienced
during the pandemic,

“With a record 5 billon air
iravelers expected in 20004, the
human need (o [y has never

|IATA PREDICTION

Airline industry revenues
to hit $ltn in 2024

Number of air travelers expected to reach 5 billion, says Walsh

been stronper,” Walsh stated.

The association revealed a
revised, upbeat profilabdliiy
forecast for the global airdine
industry in 2024, signaling an
improvement over  previous
projections made in June and
December 2O0EES

Net prodit=s [or arines are
expected to reach 33005 billion
in 2024, reflecting a net profit
meargin of A1 percent. This is
a nodable Increase from  the
estimated $274 hilllon in net
profits for 2023, which had
a margin of 3 percent. It also
surpassed the December 200235
forecast, which anticipated
5257 billiom in profts with a
A7 percent margin. However,
the return an invested capital
[or 2024 i projected 1o be
&4 percent, which  remams
approximatcely 34 percentage
points below the average cost of
capital,

Dperating prodils are expecieod
to climb to 3589 bhbillion in
2024, up from an  estimeated

£52.2 billion in 2023, The total
revenues for the mdustry are
projected to hit a8 record high
of 096 hillion in 2024, repre-
senting a 87 percent increase,

The number of air travelers is
anticipated to et a new record at
.96 hilllon, while total adr cargo
viliimes are expected o reach
2 million tonnes.

Walsh highlighted that airlines
are prajecied to connect nearly 5
Lilllon people on 22,000 roontes
through 39 million Aights this
vear, facilitating 8.3 trillion in
tracle. He stressed that strength-
ening aidine profitability and
financial resithence 15 crucial
for contnuoed investment in
customer needs amd  sustain-
ability  inidatives,
the goal of achieving net-zero
carbon cmissions by 20040,

Diespite the positive outlook,
the top official pointed out that
the amrlme industry stll  has
sigmificant ground to cover.

He noted that the modest profit
of $6.14 per passenger harely

papeecially

TAKING FLIGHT IN 2024: A LOOK AT THE EXPECTED
GLOBAL AIRLINE INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE
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covers the cost of a cup of coffee
in many parts of the waorldd.

Improving  proftability  widll
require addressing supply chain
issues (o deploy feeis more
cfficiently and reducing the
burden of onercus regulations
and rising taxes,

Walsh called for public
policy measures thalt enhance
business competitiveness. Thesc
measures  would benefit  the
ecoonomy, jobs, and connectivity
and support accelerated invest-
ments in susfainahdlity.

In 202%, RSSENEET Mevenies
are progectesd at 574 hillion,
which 15 up 152 percent from
2023,  Passenger demand s
expecied o grow annually at 38
pereent from 2025 to 2045

Passenger vields are forecasted
o strengthen by A2 percent,
with an average return airfare
of §252 I 2024, The average
passeneeT load [actor is expected
to reach 825 percent, close to
pre-pandemic levels.

Polling data from April 20024
shiows  strong  performance
expectations [or passenger
markeis, with 39 percent of
respondents planning to travel
more in the next 12 months.

CArgn revenues armne expecied
to decline to 31240 billion in 20024
bt still abowe 2000 levels, with
vields in this area decreasing by
17.5 peroent.

For 2(k24, the IATA expected
&1 trillion in revenoes. However,
total  mdustry  expenses  are
forecasted togrow to 8256 Billlon,
with fued costs accounting bor
dl percent of operating costs.
Non-fuel expenses, including
iabor costs, are well-controlled.

The total mumber of Hights
is expecied to be 387 million
in 2024, with 1583 alrcrafi
deliveries, mitigating  supply
chain 1ssaees,

Bi>Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Infrastructure

Microsofli to

invest 83.2bn
in Alin Sweden

Micresolt said Monday that it
wortld imvest 23.7 bitlllon kronos
(£3.2 billion) over two years in
choud and artificial imtelligence
Infrastructure in Sweden,

The group will train
250,000 people by 20027 o
boost Al knowledge and com-
petence and also increase ca-
pacity at its three data centers
in thee country, i said, “Micro-
soft’s largest imvestment in
our history in Sweden” would
enahble the country “to baailkd
workd-leading Al data center
infrastructure,” the company s
president and vice chair, Brad
Smylth, said at a press confer-
ence with Swedish Prime
Minister ULl Enstersson, AFP

Data

Inflation in
Turkive exceeds
75" in May

Turkish inflation jumped
abowve 75 percent in May, of-
licial data showed on Moaday,
but officials expect consumer
prices o have finally peaked.

Turkive has been battling
sOAringE consumer prices that
prompied Erdogan to drop
his opposition to interest rate
hikes to combat inflation,

The central bank began (o
raise its key rate in June 20235,
gradually taking it from 8.5
percent to S0 percent.

Last month, central bank
governor Fatih Karahan raised
the year end inflation forecast
to 38 percent, up from a previ-
ois estimale af 36 percent.,
AFP

Chart of
THE DAY °

In 2023, the global T
casmetics market

Erew by an estimated

B percent compared Fi
to the previous year.

Hogrng: atistn

200

GROWTH OF GLOBAL COSMETICS
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

How to Be in Business

JACKY FITT
Packed with sound advice gnadreads.com
and inspiration, if you're This book will help you
locking for a stralghtforward, market your business
step-by-step onding and in parson

approach to busld
your business
without losing
yvourself, then you've
found it, says a
review published on

British manufacturers

Uh factories
return togrowth,
PMIshows

Hritish manufscturers reporied
a refrm o growth kst month
alter a long slowdown, acoord-
ing to a survey puhlished on
Monday, but the higher prices
charged by firms may add to
the Bank of Englands caution
abokil Culling interes] mbes

The final reading of the S&F
zlobal UK Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers' Index
for May rose to 50.2 from
401 in April

The May reading represented
only the second tme (n 22
manths that the idex was
above the growth threshold of
A0 although 1t was a touch be
low a prelimdnary May reading
of 515 Rewters

arstd much morea
importantly, you will
learn the key elements
of how to be a happy
entreprensur and
adapt to succead,

Caal

Japan, EU
to work on

clean hydrogen

Japan and the EU on Monday
apreed (o work together on
]||||.|-:'||-.'-. pelated 1o crealing
chemandd and supply for clean
hydrogen as well as to coopser-
ate in advancing technologies
to develop the new fuel.

Japan sees hyvdrogen as a
newy and cleaner source (o
gradually substitute liquefied
natural gas, part of the
couniry’s path to carbon
neutrality by 2050,

The EU aims to produce 10
million tonnes and impor
1 mad ion tomines of repewabbe
hydrogen by 20350 as the
bloc moves to cul
carbon cimissions.
Reuters

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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With this accelerator program, we are
Joining forces between the PawC and
Women Choice teams to bring even
moere mpacting results for woimen

across industries and segments in Saudi

Mazha Almoul Foonder @ CE D cF Wi Ciicos

Or

RESS RELEASES

ARAB NEWS Tuesday, June 4, 2024

| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

PwC, Women Choice empower
female leaders in KSA

In a stgnificant move Lo empower
Sandi women, Women Choice,
an international organization
dedicated to advancing women's
careers  and  businesses,  and
Pwl Academy Middle East have
momtly launched an innovative
accelerator program speciiically
designed for mid-career Saudi
women, It kicked off with a
successiul pilot event last month
in Hiyadh, marking the begin-
ning of a series of workshops
that welcomes 25 women per
session  (rom  diverse  incos-
tries. The program equips Saudi
women with leadership skills
and business acumen, further
contributing to the Vision 2030
goal of increasing female partici-
pation in the workforce, The first
session covercd the fundamen-
tals of business developmeni,
touching upon best practices
and case studics on how to
build effective and long-lasting
relationships with clients,

“The role of "women at work'
has evolved, and globally leaders
recognize that boosting women's
workforce participation at work
15 1o st a moral imperative, but
also has a significant measurable
impact on the sustained perfor-
mance of the organization, Al
Pwl, we are deeply committed
o supporting the cconomic
and societal growth across the
region and our collaboration
with Women Choice farther
reinforces  this  commitment.
We are excited to see the differ-
ence this makes to the next-gen

ACCELERATOR PROGRAM

The program equips Saud|
waornen with leadership skills
and business acumen, further
eantHbuting to tha Visien

2030 goal af Increasing Memade
participation In the workforoe.

women leaders of Sauci Arabia”
saldd Samar Sayegh, PwC partner
and Pwl's Academy Middle East
leader.

Nezha Alsoad, founder and CEO
of Waomen Cholee, said: “We ame
honored 1o be parinering with a
renonicd organization such as
PwC, which has been constandly

supporting projecis  that  help
women grow thelr careers or
entrepreneurial  projects. With
this accelerator program, we are
joindnge forces between the PaC
and Women Choice teams in order
e bring ecven more impacting
resulls for women across mduas-
tries and scgments in Saudi. The
first event was a full house with
a I of positive feedback from
altenders, 50 we ook foreand o
the next sessions and Lo conlimue
this  beautiful joumey in the
Ringdom of Saudi Arabia.”

_— _— o
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FASTFACT

In Saudl Arabia, women's
workforce participation has
mora than doubled from 17.4
parcant in 20017 to 36 parcant
in 2023, surpassing the
targets sat for 2030.

PwiC Middle East continues
M= commitment 1o B POWEernng
woment through this eollabora-
tion, building on s extensive
history of supporting womcn's

carcer  growth wath  digital
teols, fraining, mentorships,
and networking  opportuni-
tics. This imitiative 1s part of a
broader collaboration with PaC
Acaderny Middle East and the
corparate  sustainabllity  feam,
dlming o inlegrale  sustain-
able practices with professional
development. In Saudi Arabia
womens waorkforce participa-
iton has more than doubled from
174 percent in 2007 1o 36 percent
in 2023, surpassing the targets
sf for 20340,

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Tatweer’s Real Estate
Development Program trains
Alfaisal University students

During the closing ceremony
of the Heal Estate Develop-
ment Program. Tatweer Heal
Estate Development and Alfaisal
LUniversity hosted a workshop
Hiled “Career Success” to equip
students with practical experi-
ences and prepare them [or the
professional world.

The workshop covered several
topics, including setting career
goals, with guldance provided
on how to craft a resume that
effectively reflects their skills
and experiences,  Additionally,
bps were ofered on preparing
for interviews and responding
effectively to guestions. Students
were also introduced (o the laws
and regulations governing the
labor market in the Kingdom,
enhancing their understanding
of their rights and responsibili-
ties as future emplovees,

In addition, the mecting
atddressed topics on professional
development  and  training,
emphasizing the importance af
continuous learning and training

to enhance skills and increase
the chances of success in one'’s
career. The significance of time
management was also discussed,
with guidance provided on how
o organize tme effectively to
maxkmize daily  productivity,
The meeting also covered the
topic of effective communica-
tion in the workplace, stressing
the importance of building
positive  professional  relation-
ships and miteractng effectively
with colfcagues.

Bander Alsafeer. chief
pperating officer at Tatweer,
emphasized the imporiance of
cooperation  between educa-
tiomal insttbutions and corpora-
toens in preparing voung peaple
for the world of work, He adcbed
that such workshops signifi-
cantly contribute to developing
siudents” capahilities, enabling
them to conldently and compe-
tently face future challenges. He
saldd the workshop 18 within the
Mramewaork of Talwesr's soclal
responsibility,

INSIGHTFUL DIALOGUE

Fintech evolution set to
accelerate at Riyadh summit

The fuiure of finance is podsed For
a period of rapid evolution, and
Rivadh 15 =ct fo be a key player
in this exciting journcy, as the
saudi capital prepares to host the
Fintech Future Swrmmit 2024 on
Juinie: 4,

This highly anticipated event,
taking place ai Rivadh Amport
Marmioit Hotel, transceneds  a
regrular conference., 11 ks a platform
where industry leaders, visionary
thinkers, and enterprising disrup-
s conrvene o explore gronand-
breaking opporiinilies and shape
the course of the banking, hnan-
cial servioes and insurance, and
fintech sectors.

The Fintech Futuare St

20024 in Rivadh promises (o be a
vibrant meeting groaund fors
® Inclustry beaders,  sharingg
their expertise and insights on
the cufting edge of financial
technology,
& Tech innovators, showcasing
their transformative solutions
that ar¢ evolving the financial
fandscape,

secking e nexi
wiave of promisng  hntech
VEntines,

® Entrepreneurs, eager o forge
strategic parinerships and propel
their businesses forwand.
The summmit  will
insightful  panel  discussions
afdd  sesspons.  These  inclode
"Yenture Butlding vs  Scaleup
Acceleration: The MF Example”
bv Enrico Milovan from the
Pubilic Tnvestment Fumnd: “Cyber
Delense i Fintech: Fughting
Financial Crime i Digital Age®
by speakers Logan Simpson from
HALA, Abdullah Faisal Biary

® [nvestars,

feature

from United Cooperative Assur
ance, and Abdullah Alghamdi
from the Ministry of National
Grtard; *Cashless Kingdom: The
Digital Payment Hevolution in
saudi Arabia™ by Bemo CGlovanni
Abbondandolo [rom  Checkout,
com, Laurent Dhaeyver oo
Alrajhi Bandk, Hadi Al-Beshri from
Arab National Bank, and Meshal
Alvahiva from Bangue Saodi
Fransi; amd “Faith and Finanoe
The Rise of Islamic Banking in
Saudi  Arabta” where Nahim
Raseaa will share his insights.
Ackdiiionally, “Dhagital Banking
Redefined: Innovations Driving
Fintech Groawwth®™ will feature
Ahmed All Larik from Emban
Finance: “Data Wizands: How
Al and ML Are Transforming
Fintech in the Ringdom®™ will
include Faisal Alshibl  from
UBS and Fahad bin Thahit from
Takaful Al-Rajhl; and “Bridging
the Gap: Fintech Role i Driving
Financial Inclhosdon In Saudi
Arabi™ will be presented by
Essam Albakr from Ejada Capital.

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Now Study
Hybnrd work
model here to
stay: Cisco

Cizco recently announced key
msights mto the huture of hy-
bric collaboration and work
place trends. As businesses
corviinee to navigate the ahift
bl hvbired work environ-
meeTits, Cisco's batest predic-
tiores haghlight the transbor-
mative impact of Al-driven
collaboration technodosies
and the evolving challenges of
cvbersecurity.

As the global workforce
Conbinues s transiion
toward a more permanent
hybrid model, organizational
leaders are strategically
balancing investmenis in
phivsical office setups while
ECMPOWETINE cmployees
wilh flexible work armmang:e-
micnis, ultimately enhancing
the productivity of todav's
hybrid workforoe

Online Security
Kaspersky platform
now offered
on-premises

A large number of compa-
nies around the world have
introdduced strict security
podicies that do not allow
cloud cvbersecurity train-
ing aolutions due 1o their
infrastruciure, regukation
and compliance, ot levels
of confdentiality, To help
these customers enhance the
cybersecurity skills of their
employvees, Kaspersky has
rtroduced an on-prémises
mode] of its award-winning
Haspershy Automated Se-
curity Awareness Platform.
With the power 1o oper-

ate without the use of the
Intertet, the platform offers
companles full control over

thedr data and infrastraciure,

Alr Travel

Wizz Air marks
20 years with
flash sale

Wizz Air Abu Dhahbi, the
ultra-low-fare national air-
line af the UAE, celehrated
the group's 200h anniversa-
ry by offering a 20 percent
digcount on all routes
across its network, offering
adventurous travelers the
opporiunity to discover a
variety of must-see destina-
tioms and explore the his-
tory of charming neighbor-
hoods. The Hash promotion
applied to bookings made
on May 21

Johan Eidhagen, manag-
g director of Wizz Alr Ab
Dhahi, saick: “For more than
20 vears, Wizz Air has been
sharing the love of travel with
all adventurers in the world”



With only the best ol the best on show, we will
create an in1n1r~|'!t:1ri~prr'.tis-.|||'9 to perform for athletes
aiming to claim the title of the ultimate champion,

Sebaatinn Cow Vol Siblebon presioen

Hashim Madesm Jecaab

The image of Cristiano
Ronaldo weeping after
Al-Nassr's penalty shootout
loss o Al-Hilal in Friday™s
King Cup linal will live long
in the memory — and nod
Just for Saudi foothall fans.

After a -1 deaw In a match that saw
three med cards, newly crowned
sawdi Pro League champsons
Al-Hilal defeated Rivadh rival
Al-Nassr 54 on penalties to claim
the Kingdom's most beloved cup
compredition.

Around the world, Ronaldo’s
tears went viral. Never before had
the Ring Cup been the foous of a
giohal audience o this extent

But long before the amival of
Honaldo and the influx of foreizn
superstars over the last  wear,
e competition lsad been steeped
in history, The late King Sawd bin
Abdulaziz established the Kng
Cup in 1857, and the natsonal
baomament  quickly became a
lesiament (o the nation’s indenss
passton For foothball.

Al-Wehda, from Makkah, won
the fhrst exclitbon of the King Cup
i D9ST, aned the Following decacdes
would witness fieroe competition
between some of Saudi Arabia’s
most suocessful clubs such as
Al-Frilal, Adl-AhH amd Al-Titdhadd,

Al-Itihadd  from  Jeddah  and
the capatal’s Al-Hilal have faced
eiach other the most times in the
fmal of the King Cup, creating
cawe of the fiercest rivalries n the
competiton’s history. Cuarmently,
Al-Ahli hold the record with 13
titles, while Al-Hilal follow closely
with 11 wins following Friday
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Sport News

UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES

The King Cup: From
audi Arabia to the world

With the recent influx of foreign players, the
Ring Cup has gained more attention across the globe

draruatic final against Al-Nassr,

As Sauchi foothall began o esdah-
lish izelf on the nlermational ront,
the King Cup guickly became a
symbaol of national pride and the
couniry s most prestiggous football
ORI L,

The early years of the compweti-
bion were marked by the devel-
opmend of fefoe rivalres anmd
cheliveredd hnals that captivated a

rapiclly imcreasing number of fans.

An loomke final in King Cup
history oocurm=l in 1982 between
two of the country’s higgest sides,
Al-Hilal and Al-Ittihad, who played
before the laie King Fahd hin
Abdulaziz. The encounter emded
in a 3-1 win fur Al-Hilal, a nadl-biter
that for every Sauch foodball fan
whvy witnessed it remains one of

the most metmorable finals in the

fournarment s history,

The King Cup was not contested
between 190 and 2007, When i
refurmed m 2008, it had under-
gone A significant restrocturing
bw the Saadi Arabian Foofhall
Federastion, which saw only the
Sandl league's top €X participate.
The competition refurmed 1o its
orlganal formit in 3004,

Fast forwatt to recent years, the

Al-Hilal fane
calabrated the
elub's Tith King

Cup triumph
on Friday after

boating

Al-Mossr B-d
on penatties.
WS Eihlel_EN

King Cup aura continnes o capti-
vale the nathon, During the COVID-
19-intermupled vear of 20040, the
national twamament was  held
amid the challenses of the glohal
pandemic, and the final betwesn
Al-Nassr and Al-Hikal ook place
under strict health protocods at the
King Fahd Internatsonad Stackum,
Rivadh. Al-Hilal emerged victo-
rioaes by a scoreline of 2-1

LADIES EUROPEAN TOUR

World No. 1 horda looks to maintain streak at Aramco Team Series in London

Armb Maws | oo

Waorld Nool Nelly Korda will be
heading 1o Lotedon this summer
in  imperious  form, a2 the
history-making golf superstar
diefends her Arameo Team Series
presenied by PIF — London title
at Centurion Club, From July 3-5.

Rorda  has inspiring
in 2024, securing six  titles,
including five conscoutive LPGA
titles and her frst Chevron
Champaonship. Her wvisit 1o
London will b the only time o
catch the American playing in
Engltand this vear,

Dvercoming grueling  condi-
tons in 2023, Korda cemented
her win at Centurion Clubs by
scoring an impressive 1-under-
par, claiming her frst title on
British =oll and besting home
favorite Charley Hull in the
PrOcess,

With the 2024 Paris Olympics
sl for August, and the Solheim

e

World No.1 Nelly Korda is looking
ta defand her Arumes Team
Saries tithe in Lendan, Flle/AFF

Cup In September, the 20024
sChediile is relentless for Korda,
but the opportunity to defond
hier title in London was one that
she could not turm down,

"Winning i  London  last
yvear was definitely one of the
highlights of 2023 for me. |
played zome really solid golf
aross  the whileh
showed me thal my game was in
a good place,” she said

"1 am very proud of the hard
work 1 have pal in the past year

wiee ke,

FASTFACTS

e A historic start to 2024 for
Horda with & wins, -I'Il;lll,ll:"nﬂ'
Major championship,

® Defending champion is set
to compete with strong field
ahead of bid to retain gold
medal at Ofympics in August

ared 1 b fdee o see some of the
resilis paying off. T am always
locking to improve and [ocus on
my next event and | am excited
1o be coming back to the Arnmeo
Team Series in London”

The defending Olvmpic gold
meddalist has ascended the Rolex
Women's World Golf rankings
this year, now looking untouch-
able at the top — but despate this
success Rorda is level-headed,
and keen to ensare she can use
her profile to lnspire more voung
wirks to take up golf.,

"It Is Inspinng o0 be In a
position (o have a positive inflo
ence on the game.

“Making an Impact on the
next peneratlon 18 something
that is important to me. I try o
inspire young girls and boys to
encourage them to pick up a goll
club for the first time — and the
Aramoo Team Series s a g par
ef that, as I've seen Lirsthand
how thelr inkttatives can have
sich a positive fmpact on the
Xl grneration.”

Alrcady announced for the
eventi are English duo Chardey
Hull amd Georgia Hall, each
looking 1o bulld on positive
outings of their own in 2023 —
and this time, overcome Rorda
omn their home soil.

The duo will be part of a field
that boasts a host o Olvmpians
and Major winners, with the
mmovative teamm event ativacting a
bsderd of stars f'roan bath the LPGA

andl Lacies European Tour,

Sport
Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Big In Japan
Special edition

papers hall Saso’s
US Openwin

Commuters al Tokyo's Shime
hashi Station were greeted
with a special edition of

the Yomiur newsgsiper an
Monday.

The hig news was the victo-
Iy of Yulka Saso at the US Open
an Sunday, the second time
shie hias won title. Japanese pa-
pers still print special editions
o mark such moments.

She won in 2021 playing
urcher the: Hag of the Philip-
pinecs, the land of her birth.
This timee she won fhang the
Aag of Japan, the hirthplace of
her father,

“Winning in 2021, I repre-
sentedd the Philippines. 1 feel
Lk T was abde to gdve back to
Yy moan,” Saso sad, AP

Rich Initiative

World Athletics
lannches new
biennial event

Waorld Athletics on Monday
lxunched a new season-end-
ing three-day global cham-
peonsiip sarting in 200326

in Budapest to fill the gap
betweon Olympics and world
championships.

The Waorld Athletics
Ntimate Championship will
take place every fwo years
ansd aims to atiract the biggesi
narmes in track and Geld from
Sepl. 11-13, 2026,

Gold medalists are set to
recelve 150,000 each fronmn
an overall prize funcd of 10

mkllion (€02 million). AFP

Tannis

Paolini into first

Slam quarterfinal
al French Open

Italv's Jasmine Pacling
reached her first Grand Slam
quearterfinal with a 4-6, 6-0,
G-1 win over unseeded Ris-
sian Elina Avanesyan al the
French Open on Monday.

Warld No. 15 Paolini had
nesver advanced past the
secomd roand at 8 major until
this year, makmg the last 16
of the Australian Open in
January,

The 28-vear-oll goes on
to play former Wimbledon
champion Elena Rybakina for
a place in the semifinals. AFP

Follow Arnb News

e Beriafs all through the
day @ ArabMews
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Metfllx has renewed blg budget
indian drama seres Heermmundi
The Dinmond Bazaar' after the
Qanjay Lesla Bhanaall asrias
trendead in Top 10 charts n 43
countries fallowing its May 1 linche

TheSix
Summer movies

Mark vour calendars for the
best movies releasing in Saudi
clnemas this summer.,

‘Rad Boys: Ride or Die’

Dnrecting duo Adil El-Arby
and Bilall Fa take on the
foarrth installment of the

huddy cop action franchise

starring Wil Smith anc Martin
Lawrenee. Release date: June #

‘Inside Ot 2°

The Pixar film about a yvoung
girl's emotions gets a sequel
as Riley takes on her tecnage
veirs. Helease date: June 13

*Norah'

Satch Arabaa’s lirst-ever Cannes
entry tells the story of charac-
ters Norah and Nader as they

encourage each other to realize

thedr artistic potential,
Release date: June 20

‘A Quiet Place’

Discover how “the world went

quiet” in the preqguel Alm that

depicts the sudden apocalvpse
brought on by bleodthivsty allen
creatures, Rebease date; June 27

‘Despicable Me 47

After seven vears, 'Despicable
Me” returns with Gru facing a
new nemesks in Maxime Le Mal
anw] femme [atale Valentina.
Foeleass dates July 4

‘Deadpool and
Wolverine

A reluctant Deadpool (Kyan
Revnobds) teams up with
an even more reluc-
tant Walverine (Hugh Jackman)
[or an important misslon.
Release date; July 25

Yara Shahidi

attends Cam

For A Cause
alain LA

Arab Mews Dot

@l inall

Actress Yara Shahidi
attended the Cameron
Boyee Foundation's 200224
Annual Cam For A Cause
(zala in Los Angeles on
sunday in a vintage

Christian DMor dress.

The part-Middle Ezstern star
attended the gala that is held
anmually to raise funds (o cure
epilepsy through funding
research, education and aware-
ness campsalgms. It is held by
the Cameron Bovees Foundation
im homor of US actor Cameron
Bayee, who died at the age of 20
due to an epilepiic seizure in 2005

Shahici, whose father is
Trandan, attended the event
alongside the likes of TS actess
Sofia Carson, and actors Taylor
Lavtner and Dove Cameron.

Shahidi showed off a Dior look
complete with floral embno-
dery in a fitting move as the
Harvard graduate and TV skar
k% an ambassador for the hegury
French brand.

The actress i= knowmn to
experiment, however. She recently
attended the Hula on Disney
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CLOSE UP

launch event in Los Angeles
in & look by rising Lebanese
desiemer Selim Azzam.

The Fashibon hoise = known
for championing Lebanese
artisanal craftsmanship at its
atefier in the Chouf region of
the country. The brand includes
traditional hand-stitching
technigques in its creations — andd
shahidi'’s ensemble showed that
off to great effect.

The “Grrown-ish® star hit the
red carpet in a hand-embirog-
dered shirt dress created out af
gmincking cotton, complete witl
bird-aned-tree motifs sewn across
the length of the outfit,

Shahidi has had a busy year so
far, most recently starring ina
campsaizn alongside B-Pop star
Jisad, Irish Oscar nomines Pal
Mescal, British singer Labrinth
and Hong hong rapper Jackson
Wang for Cartler.

She stars in Uhe film and image
campaizn that was released at

TA il the end of March to celebrate
Carson, the Trinity jewelery collection
plotured in the furming 1040 vears ald,

renat ima e, Shahidi also starred i a
Srmumigamin  Campaizn for French label

Loa Angeles. Jean-Paul Gaultier in Seplembser
Getty images 2023 and the 2-vear-old was

nonrinated for a NAACP Image
Award carlicr this year.

The NAACT Imame Awards
k= an annual awands ceremaony
presented by the US-based
National Association For the
Advancement of Colored People.
The awards show honors
ottstanding performances in
film, television, theater, misic,
and hlerature,

Shahidi was nominated for
the outstanding actress ina
motion seres calegory [or her
rale in "Sitting in Bars with
Cake," a romantic comedy-
dramea fillm directed by Trish Sie
and written by Andrey Shulman,

REVIEW

AID FOR PALESTINE

Bella, Gigi
Hadid donale

SIm lo Gaza
reliefefforis

Arab Mews Dunal

Palestinlan-hentape supermodel
sisfers Bella and Gigi Hadid are
chomnating £1 million 1o support
rellef effors in Gaza, the BRC
reparted.

A representative for Belln told
the BBC the funds would be
equally distributed among four
humanitarian organizations Lhat
focused on helping children and
families impacted by [sracls
war on Craza — Heal Palestine,
Palestine Childrens Belel Fund,
World Central Kitchen and the
UN Helicf and Works Azency.

All forir organizations provide
erithcal humanitarian ajl,
including food and medical
programs, assistance for
displaced families, and psycho-
logical support. The PCRE has
thanked the glsters for their
“astoinding generosilty.”

The Hadid family, origi-
nally from Nazareth, has been
pulspolen supporters ol Pales-
tine throughout their careers.,

The donation follows Bella's
recent appearance at the Cannes
Film Festival wlvere she wore a
clress made oail of a red and white
kefliyeh, ascarf which has beoome
a symbaol of Palestinian resistance,

she described it as “a beautiful
way to represent the history,
labor of love, resilience and,
st o tantly, the arl of
historic Palestinian embroldery.”

She also explained the meankngs
behind the patterns of the Pales-
tinian keffiveh, noting that they
symbolize various themes.

The alive beaves represent
“strength, resilience and perse-
Vernce, shc wrode

“The larger part of the of the
heffiyeh is the fishnet pattern
which resembles the relatbon-
ship between the Palestinian
fisherman and the sea. It
symbodizes abundance and

prace.” she explalned.

“The Apprentice’stirs up a hornet’s nest with Trump portrayal

Goutaman Bhaskarmn o arnnes

[ranian Danish direcior Al
Abazsi's Cannes Film Frestival
competition entry “The Appren-

Hee™ was one of the maost talkeed-

akboiil films at the recent evient.
The movie caused a stir

largely because it zeroes in

on a kardly known aspect of

Donald Tromp, plaved by US

Homanian actor Sebastian Stan.

We first meet Trump as a young

msan in the early 1970s wlille

he was working for his cold

and condescending Gither Fred
[Martin Danovan).

Enter Koy Cohn (Jeremy
sirongl, a notoriously vicious
lvwver who mentors the young
Trump and imparts his three
rubes for success: Abwvays attack,
never admit to any wrongdoing,
and never admit defeat.

With a screenplay by political
fournalist Gabriel Sherman, the
film depicts an eager appren-
tice being tutored by Cohn
to overtide humane notlons
of morality and ethics, While

The Appranthoe’ stars Joramy
Strong and Sebastian Ston.

a dhisclaimer savs that some
artistic licence has been taken,
it hasn't stopped the film from
stirring up a hornet’s nest — in
[act, two weeks on from the

premicre and an eight-minuie
standing ovation the Rlm =il
does not have a US distributor,

The movie goes further than
1 mere ographical sketch of
Trump and Cohn by chroni-
cling the dirty days of the
Nixon era and the corporate
greed that fucled the Reagan
vears. The second half of “The
Apprentice” focuses less on the
mentor-mentes relationship
and more on Trump himseld,
with his first wile Ivana essaved
in the Alm by the savyy and

self-aware Maria Bakalova.

The film has a grainy texture
which portrays the 1970s and
19808 in all its tacky authen-
ticity and Aleks Marinkovich's
production desdgn highlights
soamee of the vulgarity that the
erid 15 amous for,

some will say the film is too
harsh, while many will say i
15 mot larsh enough and Stan's
performance as an almost genthe
vouung man is so &t odds with the
character we know today that it
15 i litte gprmng.



