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British actress Georgina
Campbell attends the world
premiere of The Watchers in

New York on Sunday. — AFP

Temp rises in Delhi
after dip; light rain,
storm likely today

New Delhi: After a marginal
dip in the maximum temper-
ature, the mercury again
started rising as the capital
recorded a high of 44.7
degrees Celsius, five notch-
es above normal, on
Monday, according to the
IMD. On Sunday, the city
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 42.8 degrees
Celsius. The capital will be
on orange alert on Tuesday.
The weather office has pre-
dicted a partly cloudy sky
with heatwave conditions,
the possibility of a thunder-
storm with very light rain,
accompanied by strong sur-
face winds on Tuesday.

Full report on Page 2

SC to hear Sisodia’s

pleas for hail today

New Delhi: AAP leader
Manish Sisodia has moved
the Supreme Court challeng-
ing the Delhi high court’s ver-
dict dismissing his bail pleas.
As per the cause list on the
SC website, a vacation bench
of Justices Aravind Kumar
and Sandeep Mehta is sched-
uled to hear Mr Sisodia’s
pleas on Tuesday.

Full report on Page 2

Student from T’gana
goes missing in US

Hyderabad: Nitheesha
Kandula, a 23- year-old stu-
dent from Telangana’s
Bodhan, has been reported
missing in the United States
for four days. Kandula, who
is pursuing higher education
at California State University
San Bernardino (CSUSB),
was last seen on May 28.
Full report on Page 6
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Russia are trying to undermine

63-year-old Elena Zhukova

B BJP netas huddle in Delhi ® PM rally likely today

Nitish meets Modi, fuels

talks of his shift to Delhi

YOJNA GUSAI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

A day ahead of the Lok
Sabha poll verdict, Bihar
chief minister Nitish
Kumar met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
while top BJP leaders
held a crucial meeting to
plan their next steps, con-
fident of securing a third
consecutive term.
Although there was no
official statement on the
Bihar chief minister’s
meeting with PM Modi,
both the Janata Dal
(United) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) described his meet-
ing with Mr Modi as a
courtesy call. However,
political circles were
abuzz with speculation
that Kumar’s visit could
have an implication for
the polity in the state.
Political circles in Patna
have been rife with
rumours since last week
that the Bihar CM could
be assigned a key portfo-
lio in the Modi govern-
ment. However, a signifi-
cant section within the
state BJP believes it is
“too early” to suggest Mr
Kumar’s move to the
national political scene.
The Bihar CM was also in
the national capital for an
eye checkup and had a

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bihar chief minister

Nitish Kumar in New Delhi on Monday.

telephonic conversation
with Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah before
returning to Patna.

Meanwhile, senior BJP
leaders, including Union
ministers Amit Shah and
Rajnath Singh, held a
crucial meeting to plan
their next steps, confident
of securing a third consec-
utive victory based on
exit poll predictions.

Exit polls have predicted
that the Narendra Modi-
led NDA will retain
power. However, the
Opposition INDIA camp
has dismissed these pre-
dictions as “bogus” and a
“deliberate attempt” to
justify potential rigging by
the BJP-led government.

— PTI

The meeting, which was
held at BJP president J.P.
Nadda’s residence, was
also attended by party
national general secre-
tary Vinod Tawde, Union
ministers Ashwini
Vaishnav and Mansukh
Mandaviya, along with
national general secre-
tary (organisation) B.L.
Santhosh.

Former Haryana CM
Manohar Lal Khattar also
attended the meeting.
Speculation has been rife
that Mr Khattar could get
a key position in the
national team.

The BJP headquarters
were abuzz with plans for
a potential mega
M Turn to Page 4
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CEC slams ‘fake narratives’,
says postal ballot count first

Seeks proof of bid to influence poll process ® Recognises heatwave impact
7

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

A day before the counting
of votes, the chief election
commissioner Rajiv
Kumar on Monday said
that as per the rules, the
postal ballots will be
counted first, followed by
the EVMs that will be
opened half an hour later,
and then the mandatory
voter-verified paper audit
trail (VVPATS) will be
counted. The CEC clari-
fied that the polling
agents of all parties will
have access to the count-
ing arena, as has been the
tradition.

Flanked by election com-
missioners Gyanesh
Kumar and S.S. Sandhu,
the CEC was speaking at a
press conference on the
eve of the counting of
votes.

“Some demands were
made by a multi-party del-
egation. We have agreed
to all the demands,” Mr
Kumar said, indicating
that most of the issues
raised by the multi-party
delegation were part of
election manuals.

“This process has been
going on for 70 years... We
have instructed every
returning office or assis-
tant returning officer.

Israel asks citizens to visit A&N, Goa
& Lakshadweep after Maldives ban

Tel Aviv issues advisory, asks its nationals to leave island nation

SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

With the Maldives ban-
ning Israelis from enter-
ing the country hence-
forth as a gesture of soli-
darity with Palestinians,
Israel on Monday asked
its nationals to instead
visit “some beautiful and
amazing” beaches in
India where “Israeli
tourists are warmly wel-
comed and treated with
utmost hospitality.”

The Israel Embassy in
India also recommended
some of the Indian places
which  include Goa,
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep and
Kerala.

In a post on X, the Israel
embassy in India stated,
“Since the Maldives is no
longer welcoming
Israelis, here are some

LeT commander
among 2 killed
in encounter in
J&K’s Pulwama

Srinagar, June 3: Two
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba
(LeT) terrorists, includ-
ing a self-styled com-
mander of the outfit,
were Kkilled in an
encounter with security
forces in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict on Monday, police
said. Inspector-general
of police, Kashmir, V.K.
Birdhi said the ultras —
identified as Riyaz Dar
and Rayees Dar — were
killed in the exchange of
firing during a cordon
and search operation in
Nihama area of the

south Kashmir district.
Riyaz Dar was a “com-
mander” of the banned
LeT and was wanted in
several terror cases. He
had been evading securi-
ty forces for many years.
Security forces had
launched the operation
after receiving specific
inputs about the pres-
ence of terrorists. — PTI
M More on Page 4
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visit to Bangaram in Lakshadweep.

beautiful and amazing
Indian beaches where
Israeli tourists are warm-
ly welcomed and treated
with utmost hospitality.
Check out these recom-
mendations from
@IsraelinIndia, based on
the places visited by our
diplomats.” The post

A file photo of Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his

— PTI

included pictures of
beaches in Lakshadweep,
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Goa and Kerala.

According to global
media reports, Israel’s
foreign ministry had ear-
lier on Sunday recom-
mended that Israeli citi-
zens not travel to the

Maldives after its govern-
ment banned the entry of
visitors with Israeli pass-
ports. “For Israeli citizens
already in the country, it
is recommended to con-
sider leaving, because if
they find themselves in
distress for any reason, it
will be difficult for us to
assist,” the Israeli foreign
ministry was quoted as
having said in a state-
ment.

Israel has been facing
global outrage after
mounting civilian casual-
ties during its military
operations in Gaza in the
past nearly eight months.
However, strategic ties
between India and Israel
continue to be strong.

According to media
reports, Maldives
President Mohamed

Muizzu took the decision
to ban Israelis from
M Turn to Page 4

® 2 opponents accepted defeat, says ex-mayor

Mexico elects Sheinbaum
as its 1st woman President

Mexico City, June 3:
Mexico’s projected presi-
dential winner Claudia
Sheinbaum will become
the first woman President
in the country’s 200-year
history.

The climate scientist
and former Mexico City
mayor said on Sunday
night that her two com-
petitors had called her
and conceded her victory.

“I will become the first
woman President of
Mexico,” Ms Sheinbaum
said with a smile, speak-
ing at a downtown hotel
after electoral authorities
announced a statistical
sample showed she held
an irreversible lead.

“I don’t make it alone.
We’ve all made it, with
our heroines who gave us
our homeland, with our
mothers, our daughters
and our granddaughters.”

“We have demonstrated
that Mexico is a democra-

Claudia Sheinbaum

tic country with peaceful
elections,” she said.

The National Electoral
Institute’s president said
Ms  Sheinbaum  had
between 58.3 per cent and
60.7 per cent of the vote,
according to a statistical
sample. Opposition candi-
date Xochitl Galvez had
between 26.6 per cent and
28.6 per cent of the vote
and Jorge Alvarez
Maynez had between 9.9
per cent and 10.8 per cent
of the vote.

The preliminary count,
which started off very

slowly, put Ms
Sheinbaum 27 points
ahead of Ms Galvez with
42 per cent of polling place
tallies counted shortly
after her victory speech.

The governing party
candidate campaigned on
continuing the political
course set over the last six
years by her political
mentor President Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador.

His anointed successor,
the 61-year-old Ms
Sheinbaum led the cam-
paign wire-to-wire despite
a spirited challenge from
Ms Galvez. This was the
first time in Mexico that
the two main opponents
were women.

“Of course, I congratu-
late Claudia Sheinbaum
with all my respect who
ended up the winner by a
wide margin,” Mr Lopez
Obrador said shortly after
electoral authorities
announcement. — AP

RAJIV KUMAR
CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER |

CEC Rajiv Kumar addresses a press conference in New

Delhi on Monday.

These are our orders, and
they are no joke.
Everyone has  been
instructed to follow the
handbook or manuals.
The entire counting
process is absolutely
robust,” the CEC said at a
post-election press
conference.

An Opposition delega-
tion on Sunday made cer-
tain demands, which
included counting postal
ballots first and declaring
their results before the
EVMs were opened. They
said that as per the rules,
the results of the postal
ballots are announced
first, but the Election

— PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY

Commission (EC) has for
the first time changed
these rules, which is not
as per the law. The
Opposition said the postal
ballot votes can complete-
ly alter the results and
influence the final out-
come.

As per the counting
manual set by the EC,
under Rule 54A, postal
ballot votes are to be
counted first, so in all
cases, the first round will
be postal ballots only. The
counting of EVMs can
begin 30 minutes after the
start of postal ballot votes
counting. However, postal
M Turn to Page 4

Dalal Street logs
higgest one-day
gain in 3 years

Mumbai, June 3: After the
exit polls predicted the
return of the Modi gov-
ernment for the third
straight term, benchmark
Sensex and Nifty zoomed
more than 3 per cent on
Monday, recording their
biggest single-day gain in
three years and closing at
lifetime highs.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
soared by 2,507.47 points
or 3.39 per cent to settle at
a new closing peak of
76,468.78 points with 25 of
its constituents ending in
the green and five in the
red. During the day, the
barometer jumped 2,777.58
points or 3.75 per cent.

The NSE Nifty climbed
733.20 points or 3.25 per
cent to finish at 23,263.90.
During the day, it soared
808 points or 3.58 per cent
to hit a fresh intra-day all-
time high of 23,338.70.

Sensex and Nifty logged
their biggest gains since
February 1, 2021, when
indices had jumped near-
ly 5 per cent after the bud-
get presentation. — PTT

I More on Page 7

Fire enqulfs 3 ooaches_ of Taj Express, none hurt

=%

Passengers on tracks after a fire broke out in the Taj Express between Tughlakabad

and Okhla station in New Delhi on Monday. Coaches D3 and D4 were gutted in the fire,
while D2 was partially damaged. No one was injured in the incident as the passengers

quickly moved to other coaches and deboarded the train. m Report on Page 2

‘Over 1K-cr
laundered in
Delhi excise
policy scam’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Monday alleged in its
supplementary charge
sheet filed against BRS
leader K. Kavitha before
a court here that more
than 1,100 crores was
laundered in the alleged
Delhi excise scam and
out of the said amount,
she was involved in the
proceeds of crime (PoC)
worth ¥292.8 crores.

The allegations were
made in a supplemen-
tary prosecution com-
plaint (equivalent to a
chargesheet) by the
Central financial agency
before special judge
Kaveri Beweja.

The judge extended her
judicial custody till July
3 after Ms Kavitha was
produced Dbefore the
court in pursuance of its
earlier order issuing a
production warrant
against her. The court
also granted bail to three
co-accused — Prince,
Damodar, and Arvind
Singh. The three accused
were chargesheeted
without being arrested
during the probe.

H More on Page 2

4’*

—PTI

Delhi water crisis:
SC calls Yamuna
Board meet Jun 5

‘Submit outcome of meeting Thursday’

RAKESH K. SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The Supreme Court on
Monday ordered an emer-
gent meeting of the Upper
Yamuna River Board
(UYRB) on June 5 to miti-
gate the ongoing water
crisis in the national cap-
ital that is reeling under

relentless summer.

The UYRB was set up in
1995 with one of its main
functions being to regu-
late the allocation of
available flows amongst
the beneficiary states and
also monitor and review
the progress of all pro-
jects up to and including
Okhla barrage in Delhi.
The states include Uttar
Haryana,
Himachal
Pradesh and the National
Territory of

Pradesh,
Rajasthan,

Capital
Delhi.

A vacation bench of
Justices P.K. Mishra and
K.V. Viswanathan asked
at the outset, “Why can’t
there be a joint meeting

of all the stakeholders?”
Solicitor

Haryana

general
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre and the
government,

A VACATION bench of
Justices P.K. Mishra and
K.V. Viswanathan asked
at the outset, ‘Why can’t
there be a joint meeting
of all the stakeholders?’

said the issue was
already being considered
by the UYRB where all
stakeholder states includ-
ing Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and Delhi are
parties.

Mr Mehta said, “This is
the question which is
being considered.
Himachal Pradesh is
called upon by the board
to provide the details as
to what is the extra water
or additional water if at
all they have.”

The bench said the mat-
ter be posted for hearing
on June 6 along with the
minutes of the meeting of
the board and the sug-
gested steps to be taken
by the stakeholders to
solve the problem.

The apex court noted
that the advocates
appearing for the Centre
and the governments of
Delhi, Haryana and
M Turn to Page 4
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Gity court dismisses
Tahir Hussain’s plea

New Delhi: A court here has
dismissed former AAP coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain’s plea for
the production of certain
documents in a case regard-
ing a “larger conspiracy”
behind the 2020 northeast
Delhi riots. Hussain and sev-
eral others have been
charged in the case under
the stringent provisions of
the UAPA. Additional ses-
sions judge Sameer Bajpai
noted that Hussain’s appli-
cation had sought the pro-
duction of the statements of
a witness, Rahul Kasana,
which were recorded in
another rioting case and a
money-laundering case
lodged against the former
AAP councillor. He also took
note of Special Public
Prosecutor Amit Prasad'’s
reply, according to which
the application was “an
attempt to collect docu-
ments in the defence of the
accused at the stage when
even charges have not been
framed”.

‘Resignation of Delhi
mantri sent to PreZ’

New Delhi: Lieutenant-gover-
nor V.K. Saxena has forward-
ed the resignation of Delhi
minister Raaj Kumar Anand
to the President following the
recommendation of chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, Raj
Niwas officials said on
Monday. In his only official
communication during the
period when he was out on
interim bail in the Delhi
excise policy case, Mr
Kejriwal recommended the
acceptance of Mr Anand’s
resignation, they said.

"The L-G has forwarded the
resignation to the President
of India for consideration, as
required by law,” an official
said. Mr Anand had resigned
from the Cabinet and quit the
ruling AAP on Apiril 10, alleg-
ing diversion of funds for SC
and ST for other purposes
and schemes and that Dalits
were not given adequate rep-
resentation in the party. He
joined the BSP on May 5 and
contested the LS polls from
the New Delhi constituency
on a party ticket.

33 in Noida hooked
under Gangsters Act

Noida: Noida police on
Monday invoked the stringent
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act against 33
accused in the multi-crore
GST scam. So far, a total of 45
people have been arrested in
connection with the case.
Known as the GST scam, the
case came to light in June
2023 and pertains to revenue
loss to the exchequer through
input tax credit being claimed
by thousands of bogus com-
panies floated using forged
documents, officials said.
“The Gangsters Act has been
invoked in the GST fraud case,
which is lodged at Sector 20
police station. Action is being
taken against 33 charge
sheeted accused. The charges
have been invoked under pro-
visions 2/3 of the Gangsters
Act,” DCP (crime) Shakti
Mohan Avasthy said.

FOLLOW FIRE SOPs
IN HOSPS, HEALTH
SECY TELLS STATES

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

Union health secretary
Apurva Chandra on Monday
called for strict compliance
with fire-safety protocols in

a meeting with states and
healthcare organisations, cit-
ing an increased possibility
of fires in hospitals with high
temperatures. With the
entire northern region reel-
ing under a prolonged heat-
wave, incidents of fire,
including in forests, are
increasingly being reported.
Several of these fire inci-
dents were reported to be
caused by short circuits
which happened due to sub-
optimal electrical mainte-
nance and/or overload of
electricity lines with heavy
use of air-conditioners and
other equipment. “Given the
potential risks associated
with fire hazards in hospitals,
it is imperative that strict
protocols and measures be
put in place to prevent,
detect and respond to fires
effectively. “Establishing a
robust fire safety plan and
conducting fire-evacuation
and safety drills will not only
ensure compliance with reg-
ulatory requirements but
also safeguard lives and
property,” Mr Chandra said.
The meeting was attended
by 15 representatives from
state health departments
and around 390 healthcare
organisations.

m Court extends judicial custody of BRS leader Kavitha July 3

Over ?1,100cr laundered
in Delhi excise scam: ED

SG to hear Sisodia’ hail pleas
in cases by ED and GBI today

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Monday alleged in its sup-
plementary charge sheet
filed against BRS leader K.
Kavitha before a court
here that more than %1,100
crore was laundered in the
alleged Delhi excise scam
and out of the said
amount, she was involved
in the proceeds of crime
(PoC) worth %292.8 crore.

The allegations were
made in a supplementary
prosecution  complaint
(equivalent to a charge
sheet) by the Central
financial agency before
special judge Kaveri
Beweja.

The judge extended her
judicial custody till July 3
after Ms Kavitha was pro-
duced before the court in
pursuance of its earlier
order issuing a production
warrant against her. The
court had issued the war-
rants after taking cogni-
sance of a charge sheet
against the BRS leader in
the case on May 29.

The court also granted
bail to three co-accused
persons—Prince, Damodar,
and Arvind Singh. The
three accused were charge-
sheeted without being
arrested during the investi-
gation by the ED.

Mother Dairy
hikes milk

prices hy 32
in Delhi-NGR

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

A day after Amul
announced a price hike
across all variants,
Mother Dairy on
Monday announced %2
per litre hike in milk
prices in the Delhi-NCR
market due to a rise in
input cost over the last
15 months. The price-
hike by these two lead-
ing milk suppliers come
just after the completion
of the voting process of
the Lok Sabha elections.

The increase in prices
of all variants of milk is
effective from Monday
(June 3) in Delhi-NCR as
well as other markets
where it has a presence.
Mother Dairy, in a state-
ment, said it is “increas-
ing its liquid milk prices
by %2 per litre across all
operating markets from
June 3 onwards.”

The increase in con-
sumer price is mainly to
compensate the produc-
ers for increased produc-
tion costs, which have
been on the rise for over
one year, it said.

In Delhi-NCR, Mother
Dairy full cream milk
will be available now at
%68 per litre, while toned
and double-toned milk at
%56 and %50 per litre,
respectively. Buffalo and
cow milk prices have
been increased to %72
and %58 per litre respec-
tively.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH]I, JUNE 3

AAP leader Manish
Sisodia has moved the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the Delhi HC's verdict
dismissing his bail pleas
in cases lodged by the ED
and CBI in connection
with the alleged liquor
policy scam.

As per the cause list
uploaded on the apex
court website, a vacation
bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and
Sandeep Mehta is sched-
uled to hear Mr Sisodia’s
pleas on Tuesday.

“As per the investigation
so far, the total proceeds of
crime identified is 1,100
crore, out of which PoC of
%292.8 crore is being dealt
with in this prosecution
complaint. Through activ-
ities of accused persons K.
Kavitha, Champreet
Singh, Prince Kumar,
Damodar Sharma, and
Arvind Singh, huge pro-
ceeds of crime have been

generated,” the charge
sheet alleged.
The charge sheet

claimed that Ms Kavitha

In a major setback to
Delhi’s former deputy
chief minister, the high
court had on May 21 dis-
missed his bail applica-
tions in separate cases
lodged by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and the CBI in con-
nection with the alleged
liquor scam, saying the
matter involved grave
misuse of power and
breach of public trust by
him.

“Sisodia’s conduct
amounted to a '"great
betrayal of democratic

principles”, the HC had
said.
was involved in PoC

(money generated and
laundered in crime) of
%292.8 crore, out of which
kickbacks of %100 crore
was given to AAP leaders.

She conspired with the
members of the South
Group and the AAP lead-
ers through accused Vijay
Nair (who was acting on
behalf of the top leaders
of the AAP) to pay Kick-
backs to the tune of %100
crore and receive undue
benefits, the agency
claimed in the charge

sheet.

The Enforcement
Directorate also claimed
that Ms Kavitha, by way of
conspiracy and formation
of IndoSpirits—a compa-
ny accused in the case—
has participated in the
generation, acquisition,
and use of the PoC of
%192.8 crore, which was
derived as a result of the
conspiracy of kickbacks
and payment of Kick-
backs.

By showing IndoSpirits
as a genuine business enti-
ty and acquiring the PoC
of %192.8 crore, she is
involved in projecting this
PoC as genuine profit
from a legitimate busi-
ness, the ED alleged.

She also allegedly
received the PoC of %5.5
crore from IndoSpirits in
the name of her associate
and co-accused in the case,
Abhishek Boinpally, the
agency said.

The report further
accused her of destroying
the digital evidence to con-
ceal her role and involve-
ment in the case.

It further alleged that Ms
Kavitha was also involved
in acts of influencing the
witnesses.

The 46-year-old BRS
leader is in judicial cus-
tody in the two cases
lodged by the ED and the
CBI in the alleged scam.

Delhi gears up for D-Day, over
89 lakh votes up for counting

3-tier security in place to guard countmg centres

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The arrangements for the
D-day for the counting of
over 89.21 lakh votes,
which will begin at 8.00
am across the seven con-
stituencies of Delhi, have
been notched up with the
authorities deploying a
three-tier security
arrangement at the count-
ing centres.

The officials at the Delhi
poll body said that a total
of 7,000 personnel would
be deployed at the seven
counting centres.

“We have made all the
necessary arrangements
for the counting tomor-
row which will start at
8.00 am sharp. The
required security deploy-
ment has been made
which includes a three-
tier security arrangement
at the counting centre.
The manpower of count-
ing staff is trained and
ready,” Delhi chief elec-
toral officer P
Krishnamurthy said.

“There will be a total of
7,000 personnel and each
segment will have about
1,000 personnel, which
includes a lot of support
staff who will assist in
works such as carrying the
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) from the
strong room to counting
halls and back,” he added.

Digital monitors will be
set up outside the count-
ing centres to share the

‘Delhi CM weighed thrice in Tihar with

different machines, not provided cooler’

BHASKAR HARI SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

A day after Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal
surrendered at the Tihar
Jail after completion of
his interim bail in a
money laundering case,
the AAP leaders on
Monday alleged that he
was not provided a cooler
in his cell in prison and
his weight was measured
thrice in a “conspiracy.”

The Tihar authorities
refuted the AAP leaders’
claim, saying the CM’s
weight was taken with one
machine only and added
that he was not provided a
cooler because this facili-
ty is provided after the
court’s order.

r Pl

Arvind Kejriwal

“The weight of Kejriwal
is 63.5 kg, which was meas-
ured only once when he
surrendered on Sunday.
There was no problem with
the weighing machine. His

other vitals, including
blood pressure and sugar,
are normal,” a senior
Tihar Jail officer said.

In a press conference,
senior AAP leader and
Delhi minister Atishi
claimed that Mr Kejriwal’s

Fire breaks outin 3

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

Three coaches of the Taj
Express train caught fire
in Southeast Delhi’s
Sarita Vihar on Monday,
officials said. No one was
injured in the incident as
passengers managed to
get out of the affected
coaches in time, they said.

The cause of the fire
was not known immedi-
ately.

“We received a call at
4.24 pm regarding the fire
in three coaches of the
Taj Express train. Eight
fire tenders were pressed
into service and the fire
was put out by 5.43 pm,” a

Haryana to launch
X10K-cr project to
fight air po]lutlon

Chandigarh, June
Haryana chief secretary
T.V.S.N. Prasad on
Monday said the state will
soon roll out a %10,000-
crore project funded by
the World Bank to
address air pollution. The
Haryana clean air project
for sustainable develop-
ment will be implemented
in the state in a phased
manner with the first
phase being implemented
in the districts falling in
the NCR and replication
in entire state later, Mr
Prasad said.

The announcement was
made in a meeting of the
governing committee of
Haryana clean air project
for sustainable develop-
ment held under the
chairmanship of the
chief secretary here on
Monday, as per an official
statement.

Mr Prasad said this 10-
year comprehensive proj-

4’*

ect would be funded by
the World Bank.

Underlining the signifi-
cance of the project, Mr
Prasad emphasised the
need of collective efforts
by all stakeholders to
eliminate the problem of
air pollution.

It was informed by the
officials in the meeting
that the project has three
focus areas aimed at com-
prehensively addressing
air pollution, the state-
ment said. The initial
phase involves enhance-
ments to Haryana’s air
quality monitoring infra-
structure. This encom-
passes the establishment
of a cutting-edge labora-
tory and the modernisa-
tion of four existing ones.
Additionally, a dedicated
programme management
unit will be established to

oversee the project’s
implementation, it added.
— PTI

Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
official said.

Earlier, DFS officials
had said that four coaches
of the train had caught
fire.

The police said a PCR
call regarding the fire was
received around 4.40 pm.

“After receiving the call,
police personnel rushed
to the spot near Apollo
Hospital. After reaching
the spot, it was found that
three coaches of the Taj
Express train had caught
fire. The train was
stopped,” a senior police
officer said.

“Coaches D3 and D4
were gutted in the fire,
while D2 was partially

AC biast triggers
fire in Noida firm
tlue to heatwave

Noida, June 3: A short
circuit in the air condi-
tioning system of a pri-
vate company here trig-
gered fire on Monday
and an LPG cylinder on
the building’s third
floor also exploded
while the firefighting
operation was on, offi-
cials said. No civilian or
firefighter suffered any
injuries in the episode
and both the fires were
doused safely, chief fire
officer (CFO) Pradeep
Kumar Choubey said.
The fire broke out on
the ground and second
floors of a garment
manufacturing compa-
ny named K.M. Leasing
located in Sector 10
here, he said.

“The fire service unit
were alerted at 10.03 am
about the blaze at a gar-
ment and printing com-
pany in Sector 10.
Taking immediate
action on the informa-
tion, we sent eight vehi-
cles (fire tenders) to the
spot,” Mr Choubey said.

— PTI

DELHI MINISTER Atishi
said that Arvind Kejriwal
suffered from diabetes
for 30 years and his
weight has been falling
for the last few months,
and alleged cruelty
against him

weight was measured with
three weighing machines
during his medical exami-
nation in Tihar on Sunday.

She also claimed that at a
time when temperature in
Delhi is ranging from 48° C
to 50° C, Mr Kejriwal was
kept in a cell where not
even a cooler was provided.

“Coolers are provided to
even notorious criminals
lodged in Tihar. But popu-
lar chief minister

Kejriwal has not been
given the cooler. I want to
ask the BJP and the L-G
that how low will they
stoop?” she said.

Ms Atishi said that Mr
Kejriwal suffered from
diabetes for 30 years and
his weight has been falling
for the last few months,
and alleged cruelty
against him.

“After he surrendered as
a law-abiding citizen, he
has been kept in a heated
cell without a cooler. I
want to say to the
Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Prime Minister
that not only the people of
Delhi but god also will not
forgive them for causing
atrocities to Kejriwal,”
she said.

A Congress worker carries a chalr during preparatlons
on the eve of the results of the Lok Sabha polls at the

AICC headquarter in New Delhi on Monday.

THE OFFICIALS at the
Delhi poll body said that
a total of 7,000 person-
nel would be deployed
at the seven counting
centres

trends and the poll body
personnel will also make
mic announcements on
the candidates leading in
the initial trends.

Around 21 to 28 rounds
of counting will take
place to count a total of
89,21,495 votes that were
cast by 58.69 per cent elec-
torates, which includes
59.03 per cent men, 58.29
per cent women, and 28.01
third gender individuals.

Seven returning officers
will head a team of dozens
of assistant officers and
observers, who will over-
see the counting of votes

—PTI

in their respective con-
stituencies under CCTV
surveillance of about
1,000 cameras installed at
every nook and corner of
the counting centre.

The strong rooms where
the polled EVMs have
been stored since May 25
will be opened around 6.30
am in the presence of the
candidates in the fray and
party representatives.

A total of 162 candidates
were in the fray for the
May 25 Lok Sabha polls in
Delhi with the maximum

contesting from the
Northeast Delhi con-
stituency, according to

official data.

The Delhi police has
made elaborate arrange-
ments at each centre to
avert any untoward situa-
tion during the counting
process.

Sanjay Singh demands ban on
exit polls, calls them unrellable

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

Aam Aadmi Party leader
and Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh on Monday
demanded a ban on exit
polls in the country,
claiming they have been
proven wrong several
times. Several exit polls
on Saturday predicted
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
retain power for a third
straight term, with the
BJP-led NDA expected to
win a big majority in the
Lok Sabha polls.

During a press confer-
ence, Mr Singh said, “Exit
polls should be complete-
ly banned in the country
since they have been
proven wrong not once
but many times. This is a

coaches of ’l‘aj Exp, none hurt

damaged. No one was
injured in the incident as
the passengers quickly
moved to other coaches
and deboarded the train,”
he said.

The police said further
action in the matter is
being taken by the rail-
ways.

“The train was running
about 10 hours late and
had started from New
Delhi Railway Station at 3
pm. The train runs from
New  Delhi Railway
Station to Jhansi,” a
police officer said.

The officer said the
train caught fire between
Okhla and Tuglakabad
railway station.

Smoke and flame billows out after a fire broke out in the

Taj Express train in Sarita Vihar on Monday.

—PTI

IMD predicts rain, dust storm
for today; issues orange alert

Delhi announces closure of all
Anganwadi centres fill June 30

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

After a marginal dip in
the maximum tempera-
ture, the mercury again
started rising as the capi-
tal recorded a high of
44.7°C, five notches above
normal, on Monday,
according to the India
Meteorological
Department.

On Sunday, the city
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 42.8°C and
was on yellow alert,
according to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment bulletin.

In Delhi, the other
weather stations recorded
the following tempera-
tures: Najafgarh 46.9°C,
Narela 46.9°C, Aya Nagar
45.1°C, Ridge 44.9°C and
Palam 44.8°C.

Relative humidity oscil-
lated between 20 per cent
and 39 per cent on
Monday.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures on
Monday are likely to

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

In the wake of severe
weather and ongoing
heat in the national capi-
tal, the Delhi government
has announced the clo-
sure of all Anganwadi
centres till June 30. This
measure aims to protect
the health and safety of
vulnerable children and
mothers.

To offset the impact of
the closure, the Kejriwal
government will provide
supplementary nutrition

food, delivering these
essential supplies direct-
ly to the beneficiaries'
doorsteps, including chil-
dren aged three to six
years who typically
receive hot cooked meals
at the centres, said an
official statement.

Delhi women and child
development minister
Kailash Gahlot said,
“Given the unprecedent-
ed weather and ongoing
heatwave conditions, it is
imperative that we take
proactive measures to
protect them.”

reach 44 and 31°C, respec-
tively.

The weather office has
predicted a partly cloudy
sky with heatwave condi-
tions in many places, the
possibility of a thunder-
storm or dust storm with
very light rain, accompa-

+

nied by strong surface
winds with speed of 25 to
35 kmph on Tuesday.

The capital will be on
orange alert on Tuesday.

The weather office has
also predicted a gradual
decrease in temperature
in the coming days.

Sanjay Singh
wrong attempt to influ-
ence the people of the
country, the administra-
tive system, and the elec-
tion commission before
the poll counting.”

He claimed that the
INDIA bloc will get 295
seats after the June 4
counting.

Since the exit polls two
days ago, the BJP has
been in a celebratory
mood ad distributing
sweets.

Gourt rejects

bail of on-tuty
doctor in Delhi
hosp fire case

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3:

A Delhi court on
Monday dismissed the
bail plea of an on-duty
doctor of a private hos-
pital where a fire on
May 25 Kkilled seven
newborns and injured
five, saying no logical
reason was given why
despite being an
ayurvedic doctor, the
accused was working in
the most critical ward
of the facility.

The court also
denounced as “highly
insensitive” the state-
ment of the doctor that
the infants were not vic-
tims of the blaze as they
died due to suffocation
and not burns.

The court was hearing
the bail plea of Dr
Akash, who was on duty
when the fire broke out
at the hospital. He and
the owner of the hospi-
tal, Dr Naveen Khichi,
were sent to judicial
custody for 14 days on
May 30. Rejecting the
argument that Dr
Akash was working at
the hospital as a
trainee, the court said
the investigation has
revealed that he provid-
ed treatment and gave
prescriptions to the
infants.

“Despite knowing that
he was entitled to prac-
tise only in Haryana as
a Bachelor of
Ayurvedic  Medicine
and Surgery doctor as
per the certificate of
the medical council of
Haryana, accused Dr
Akash willingly started
working in the most-
sensitive zone of the
hospital, i.E, Neo-natal
Intensive Care Unit,”
the court said.
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INDIA bloc to get 25+
Bihar LS seats: RJD

Patna: The RJD on Monday
claimed that the INDIA bloc,
helmed by it in Bihar, would
notch up a tally of “25-plus”

in the state with 40 Lok
Sabha seats, dubbing exit
polls a “psychological trick”.
The RJD national spokesper-
son Manoj Kumar Jha made
the statement at a press
conference, flanked by
alliance partners, less than
24 hours before the counting
of votes was to commence.
“The exit polls have played a
psychological trick. Huge
money is involved in the
exercise. We are told that
besides the stock markets,
the Prime Minister’s Office
also has a stake,” he claimed.
Most exit polls have predict-
ed that the NDA will retain
the upper hand in the state,
but fall short of the near
clean sweep of 2019 when it
wrested all but one seat. He
said, “Agencies may have
carried out exit polls their
own. But we gained a first-
hand sense of the popular
sentiments. — PT/

Raut hits out at EC
over Uddhav action

Mumbai: On the eve of
announcement of the Lok
Sabha election results, Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut on Monday said the PM
candidate of the INDIA bloc
will be announced within 24
hours of the poll outcome
being declared. He also
slammed the Election
Commission’s decision to ini-
tiate action against Uddhav
Thackeray for calling the poll
agency a “BJP branch”.
Counting of votes nation-
wide for the seven-phase
Lok Sabha polls, which
ended on June 1, will take
place from 8 am on Tuesday.
When asked about the PM
candidate of the INDIA bloc,
the Sena (UBT) said,
“Narendra Modi will not
become Prime Minister
again. The BJP will not come
back to power. Only the
INDIA bloc will win.”

JD-U neta murdered
in Bihar’s Nalanda

Nalanda: A JD(U) leader was
allegedly murdered in
Bihar’s Nalanda district in
the early hours of Monday,
police said. The incident
happened in Maua village in
the Parwalpur police station
area around 4.30 am when
Anil Kumar (62) had gone
out for morning walk, they
said. He was a polling agent
of the JD(U) when elections
happened in the area on
June 1, they added. Armed
men, who are yet to be iden-
tified, first beat him up and
then stabbed him, police
said. “His family took him to
the nearest hospital from
where he was referred to the
district government hospital.
He died there while under-
going treatment,” district
magistrate Shashank
Shubhankar said. “Police
reached the spot and sent
the body for the post-
mortem examination. The
exact cause of the incident is
not known. A case has been
registered,” he said. — PT/

SC BARS MLA
FROM ENTERING
COUNTING STN

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The Supreme Court on
Monday barred the Yuvajana
Sramika Rythu Congress
Party (YSRCP) MLA Pinnelli
Ramakrishna Reddy, who
allegedly smashed
an electronic vot-
ing machine at a
polling station,
from entering the
counting centre of
Macherla Assembly
constituency on
June 4. A vacation
bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and Sandeep
Mehta saw the video of the
May 13 incident and ques-
tioned the anticipatory bail
granted to Mr Reddy, saying
it a “sheer mockery of the
justice system”. “Once you
see the video, you will find
that it is a completely erro-
neous order. This is sheer
mockery of the justice sys-
tem,” the bench told senior
advocate Vikas Singh,
appearing for Mr Reddy. Mr
Singh said he is not contest-
ing the occurrences but the
presence of the MLA at the
polling booth when these
allegedly happened. He said
it is only an interim order
subject to certain conditions
and the matter is listed for
June 6 for final hearing. He
urged the court not to stay
the bail order, as votes will
be counted on Tuesday.

P.R. Reddy

B In view of top court order, EC issues SOP for EVM memory

Were never out, always here,
says CEC on ‘laapata’ memes

Jairam claims on DMs: EC
refuses extra time to neta

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar on Monday

referred to various memes
doing rounds on social
media, describing the
Election Commission as
“laapata gentlemen”,
asserting that he and fel-
low commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and
Sukhbir Sing Sandhu
were “never out” and were
“always here”.

Social media users had
targeted the commission
for allegedly being absent
amid the model code viola-
tions by top leaders dur-
ing the campaign for the
Lok Sabha elections.

The memes were based
on a recent Bollywood
movie titled Laapata
Ladies.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on the eve of
the counting of votes on
Tuesday, Mr Kumar said
in a lighter vein that now

4

for NDA,

New Delhi, June 3: In line
with most of the exit poll
predictions, bookies in
Delhi feel the ruling BJP-
led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) will get
more than 340 seats in the
Lok Sabha polls while the
INDIA bloc may secure
around 200 seats.

According to the calcu-
lations of bookies and
punters in Delhi, the NDA
could get between 341 and
343 seats while the num-
ber could be between 198
and 200 for the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (IN-
DIA), a source working in
the bookie network said.

While the BJP may win
310 to 313 seats on its own,
the Congress’ numbers
could be between 57 and
59, the bookies predicted.

Of the seven LS seats in
Delhi, they have given
one seat to the INDIA
bloc, the source said.

The betting market
opened two weeks ago
and bets of crores have
been placed on the poll
results so far in Delhi-
NCR, he said, adding that
the punters are not only
from the capital but also
from abroad.

In the betting circle, a

Sandeshkhali:
TMC don gets
hail in 1 case,
to remain in jail
RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, JUNE 3

A day before the Lok

Sabha poll results,
arrested Trinamul
Congress don of

Sandeshkhali
Shahjahan Sheikh was
granted bail on Monday.
He will, however, remain
in jail. On Monday, the
prime accused of the
Sandeshkhali violence
was produced at the
Basirhat court in North
24 Parganas of West
Bengal from jail custody.
His lawyer, Raja
Bhoumik, prayed for his
bail in one of the cases
initiated against him at
the Nyazat police station
for allegedly master-
minding the violent mob
attack on an
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) team
for raiding his house at
Sarberia village in the
ration scam January 5.
The court granted bail
to him in the case, said
Mr Bhoumik. Altogether
34 charges, including
several non-bailable sec-
tions of the IPC, have

been slapped on
Shahjahan.

He added that
Shahjahan will soon

move the court for bail
in other cases. He got
minor relief after the
CBI filed a chargesheet
on May 27 at the same
court against him and
six  other accused,
including his brother
Alamgir, for their role in
attack on the ED team.
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New Delhi, June 3: The
Election Commission on
Monday refused to grant

additional time to
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh to back his

claims that attempts were
made to influence 150 dis-
trict magistrates and col-
lectors ahead of the June
4 vote count for Lok
Sabha elections.

Mr Ramesh was asked
by the EC to submit factu-
al details by Sunday
evening of the allegations
that he made in a social
media post recently. He
wrote to the EC on

Monday seeking a week
more to submit his reply.
In a letter to Mr
Ramesh, the EC said,
“The commission hereby
outrightly rejects your
request for time exten-
sion and directs you to
file your response along
with the factual basis of
your allegation by 7 PM
today — June 3, failing
which it would be pre-
sumed you have nothing
substantive to say in the
matter and the commis-
sion would proceed ahead
to take appropriate
action.” — PTI

people will see memes on
the social media with a
tagline that “laapata gen-
tlemen” are back.

“We were never out, we
were always here. We
chose to interact with you

Bookies in Delhi
oredict 340+ seats

Opp 200

BETTING MARKET
opened two weeks ago
and bets of crores have
been placed on the poll
results so far in Delhi-
NCR, a source working
in the bookie network
has said

person who places bets is
called a punter while the
one who decides the
stakes is a bookie, who
earns through commis-
sion in the process, a
police official said on the
condition of anonymity.

The police keeps a close
eye on bookies and pun-
ters as betting is illegal.
Someone caught
indulging in the practice
of betting (satta) can be
booked under Section 420
(cheating) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) for an
offence punishable with
imprisonment of up to
seven years.

The rates for the NDA
are low in the betting
market as its winning
probability is high, the
source said, adding that a
bet on the INDIA bloc is
“risky” and therefore, the
rates for bets on the oppo-
sition alliance are
high. — PTI

through our press notes.
This was the first time we
issued close to a 100 press
notes and advisories all
put together,” he said.
CEC Kumar said the poll
authority has been inter-

acting from behind the
scene and they decided to
hold a press meet Monday.

He said that questions
were raised on flaws in the
electoral rolls, on the effi-
cacy of the EVMs and the
alleged fudging of voter
turnout figures.

The CEC said while the
one making allegations
was present in the court
(kachahari), there was no
“gavah” or witness.

Meanwhile, in adher-
ence to the SC’s order, the
EC has issued a standard
operating procedure
(SOP) to be followed for
the checking and verifica-
tion of EVM-VVPAT of
the burnt memory or
microcontroller post
announcement of results.

As per the SOP, candi-
dates finishing second or
third can demand check-
ing and verification of the
EVMs — having control
units, ballot units and
VVPAT — burnt memory
for any tampering or mod-
ifications in 5 per cent of
the machines.

‘Very hopetul results will be
totally opposite to exit polls’

Opp. leaders may meet in Delhl after LS poll results

New Delhi, June 3:
Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi on Monday said
her party is very hopeful
that the results of the Lok
Sabha elections will be
totally opposite to what
has been shown in the exit
polls.

“We have to wait, just
wait and see,” Mrs Gandhi
said, when asked about
her expectations from the
results scheduled to be
announced on Tuesday.

“We are very hopeful
that our results are com-
pletely opposite to what
the exit polls are show-
ing,” the Congress parlia-
mentary party chief
added.

Mrs Gandhi made the
remarks after attending
an event held at the DMK
office. She paid tributes to
DMK stalwart M.
Karunanidhi on his 100th
birth anniversary.

“I had the good fortune
of meeting him, listening
to what he had to say and
benefiting from his words
of wisdom and advice. I
feel fortunate to have met

Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi pays tribute to
former Tamil Nadu chief
minister M. Karunanidhi

in New Delhi. —PTI
him,” she said.
Meanwhile, leaders of
the INDIA bloc would
meet in New Delhi on
Tuesday evening or
Wednesday morning to
assess the Lok Sabha poll
results, sources have said.
They said top leaders of
the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) have
been asked to be in Delhi
by Tuesday evening, once

the counting of votes in
their respective states is
over.

The sources said this
was decided by the
Opposition leaders when
they met at Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun
Kharge’s residence here
on Saturday afternoon.

“INDIA leaders will
obviously meet after the
results are declared,”
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
in a post on X while deny-
ing reports that
Opposition parties will
hold protests if the poll
results go against them.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday wrote an open let-
ter to the country’s
bureaucracy on the eve of
counting of votes, urging
officers to adhere to the
Constitution and serve
the nation without fear,
favour and ill-will against
anybody. “Do not get
intimidated by anyone. Do
not bow down to any
unconstitutional means,”
he wrote. — PTI

B BJP veteran leader says new Opp. needed to strengthen democracy

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, JUNE 3

A day before the coming of
the LS polls results, for-
mer Union minister Uma
Bharti on Monday took
everyone by surprise by
predicting the BJP-led
NDA to cross the 450 mark.

Ms Bharti, who has been
on a spiritual tour of the
Himalayas for the last two
months, took to the social
media site “X”, “I will not
be surprised if NDA gets
more than 450 seats in the

Lok Sabha elections.”

“The Opposition has col-
lapsed. A new Opposition
should emerge to strength-
en the democracy in the
country,” she said.

Terming the pilgrims
thronging to religious
places of significance in
the Himalayan region as
“bellwether”, she said her
interactions with them
during her stay in the area
have convinced her that
the NDA will win more
than 450 seats in the polls.

“Pilgrims from across
the country visit various

Uma Bharti

religious places in the
Himalayan region of
Uttarakhand. I was inter-
acting with them during
my stay in the region to

Former Madhya Pradesh chief m|n|ster Shivraj Slngh Chouhan and wife Sadhna offer

prayers on the banks of Narmada at Shahganj, Sehore district, on Monday.

— PTI

gauge their pulses. I am
convinced after interac-
tions with them that the
NDA will get more than
450 seats,” she said.

Interestingly, no exit poll
aired on June 1 has pre-
dicted a victory of such
scale for the NDA in the LS
polls.

India Today-Axis My
India has forecast the
maximum 361-401 seats for
NDA, while Today’s
Chanakya predicted 335
seats for the BJP and 400
for the BJP-led alliance.

The BJP had coined the

“400 paar slogan for the
NDA in the polls.

Former chief
minister Bharti, who last
contested the Lok Sabha
polls from Jhansi in Uttar
Pradesh in 2014 and subse-
quently became a member
in the Narendra Modi
Cabinet at the Centre, has
attributed a possible land-
slide victory for the NDA
in the polls to the miser-
able failure of the
Opposition to emerge as
an alternative force by
putting forth their ideolo-
gy effectively before the

Uma predicts 450+ for NDA ahead of results

EC gives SC tentative time
for Assembly bypoll in WB

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The Election Commission
on Monday placed before
the Supreme Court the
tentative schedule for the
byelection to the
Maniktala Assembly con-
stituency in West Bengal.
The senior Trinamul
Congress leader Sadhan
Pande had won the
Maniktala seat, defeating
the BJP pick Kalyan
Chaubey, who challenged
the poll result in the
Calcutta high court, alleg-
ing violence by his rival.

Battle of nerves as HP govt gets lease of life

W Speaker accepts resignation of 3 MLAs N Sukhu govt still holds majority with 34 seats

New Delhi, June 3: The
battle of nerves between
the ruling Congress and
the BJP continues in
Himachal Pradesh with
the Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu government get-
ting another lease of life
after the acceptance of
resignations of three
Independent MLAs, who
had cross-voted in the
Rajya Sabha polls.

The decision of Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania of
accepting the resignations
of Independent MLAs K.L.
Thakur (Nalagarh),

Hoshiyar Singh (Dehra)
and Ashish Sharma
(Hamirpur) comes a day
ahead of results of the
bypolls to six Assembly
constituencies on June 4.
There has been a tussle
for power in the hill state
of Himachal Pradesh ever
since the BJP won the
Rajya Sabha polls after six
Congress and  three
Independent MLAs
switched sides and cross-
voted in favour of BJP
candidate Harsh Mahajan.
The Congress currently
has 34 MLAs in its favour

SukhvmderSmgh Sukhu

and the BJP has 25 in the
Himachal Assembly,
whose strength has come
down to 59 now. Six

Patnaik 75 days shy of becoming
the longest serving chief minister

AKSHAYA KUMAR SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE 3

Odisha chief minister and
Biju Janata Dal president
Naveen Patnaik is just 75
days away from becoming
the longest serving chief
minister, surpassing the

record of Sikkim
Democratic Front (SDF)
chief Pawan Kumar

Chamling of Sikkim.

Mr Patnaik has already
served as the CM of
Odisha for the fifth con-
secutive term, and is eye-
ing the sixth term this

time. The Odisha
Legislative Assembly
polls results, to Dbe

announced on Tuesday,
will decide if the 78-year-
old veteran will be lucky
enough to be sworn-in as

the CM for
the sixth
term, or he
will have to
sit in the
Opposition
bench.

Naveen e has
Patnaik 2lready
spent 24

years, 90 days in the chief
minister's office, Odisha.
Mr Chamling, who
served as Sikkim CM from
December 12, 1994 to May
26, 2019, was in the office
for 24 years and 165 days.
The Odisha CM, who has
been in power since 2000
by winning the past five
elections very convincing-
ly, found for himself a
tough challenge this time -
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Though he had

announced a team of 40
star campaigners to
match the PM’s high pro-
file entourage of cam-
paigners and strategists,
but he virtually had to
rely on his own political
astuteness and ability as
well as the wisdom of his
close aide V. Karthikeyan
Pandian to defend his
position. Both of them
held massive rallies
across the 147 Assembly
seats and 21 parliamen-
tary constituencies.

In 2019, the BJD had won
12 Lok Sabha and 113
Assembly seats.
Subsequently, it won two
more Assembly seats in
Bijapur and Patkura
Assembly by-polls, taking
the total Assembly seats

tally to 115.
00 ©

Congress MLAs were dis-
qualified earlier and the
resignations of three inde-
pendent MLAs  were
accepted on Monday creat-
ing three more vacancies
in the 68-member House.

Once the results are out
on Tuesday, the strength of
the Himachal Assembly
will rise to 65, but since its
strength is 34 it will
remain in majority irre-
spective of the outcome of
the bypolls.

Two sitting  MLAs
Vikramaditya Singh and
Vinod Sultanpuri are also

contesting the Lok Sabha
elections from Mandi and
Shimla constituencies and
their victory may usher in
fresh byelections in their
constituencies of Shimla
Rural and Kasauli.

“By accepting the resig-
nations of three independ-
ent MLAs, chief minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
has ensured that his gov-
ernment will survive for
another few months. The

decision comes as a
reprieve for the
Congress,” a senior BJP
leader said. — PTI

Pawar wams Shinde govt
on Maha drought situation

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JUNE 3

Nationalist Congress
Party (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar on Monday
warned the Maharashtra
government that its fail-
ure to take steps for
drought mitigation will
lead to a clash between
him and the government.
In a letter written to chief
minister minister Eknath
Shinde, the NCP founder
said that he cannot keep
quiet when the people are
suffering.

“I have always taken a
cooperative stand with
the state government
when it comes to dealing
with drought. However, it
is becoming difficult for
me to keep quiet looking
at the plight of people in
the current situation. I

+

appeal to the
| state govern-
S ment to take
firm steps for
drought miti-

N9 / gation at the
Sharad earliest. In
Pawar case of fail-

ure to do so
on the government’s part,
I will be forced to take a
combative stand,” the vet-
eran politician said.
Several parts of
Maharashtra are facing
severe water crisis and
drought-like situation.
According to a state gov-
ernment report, the aver-
age water stock in nearly
3,000 dams in
Maharashtra is down to
21.40 per cent on Monday;,
which is more than eight
per cent less than the
water stock available on
the same date last year.

Mr Pande died on
February 20, 2022.

The EC had refused to
hold a bypoll for the seat
on the ground that Mr
Chaubey’s election peti-
tion remains pending
before the high court.

On May 6, Mr Chaubey
had informed the SC that
he has moved an applica-
tion before the HC seek-
ing withdrawal of his
petition challenging the
2021 election.

On May 13, the SC was
informed the HC had dis-
missed the election peti-
tion as withdrawn.

‘Anti-India
sentiments
tleep-rooted
in Kashmiris’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR, JUNE 3

Iltija Mufti, “media advi-
sor”’and daughter of for-
mer chief minister and
People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mufti, said
“anti-India sentiment is
still deeply rooted in
Kashmir”, and that it is
not easy to entice its peo-
ple particularly the
youth into the main-
stream politics.

“While campaigning
for the PDP in the Lok
Sabha elections, I
received tremendous
love and respect from
the people especially
womenfolk and the
youngsters, not only in
the Kashmir Valley, but
also in the Pir Panjal
region of Jammu. I felt
that it is ample for the
people who have lived in
a constant state of fear,
worry and uncertainty
in the past five years
even if you go to them
just to ask about their
welfare. It makes them
feel relaxed,” she told
this correspondent in an
interview.

Ms Iltija, by any yard-
stick, is making her
mark. But will the politi-
cal prowess, the 36-year-
old Iltija may have
inherited, help the PDP
to reach out to the young
Kashmiris, who have
grown up under the
shadow of guns, is still
an open question.
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Rape accused dies in
custody; SHO hooked

Jaipur: Eight policemen,
including an SHO, have
been booked for allegedly
beating a rape-accused to
death in Jhunjhunu district,
officials said on Monday. The
incident took place on May
29 under the Mandrela
police station limits, follow-
ing which the SHO has been
suspended, they added.
Gaurav Sharma, a resident of
Kotputli, was arrested from
Jaipur on May 24 in a rape
case lodged at Mandrela
police station. The next

day, the court handed over
the accused to the police on
remand, the officials said. On
May 29, the accused, nearly
30, was taken to a hospital
after his health deteriorated
in police custody. He was
declared brought dead by
doctors, they added. Additi-
onal superintendent of
police Pushpendra Singh
Rathore on Monday said the
deceased’s family members
had refused to take the
body, demanding that a
murder case be filed against
the SHO and other cops
involved. — PT/

Telugu actress held
in rave party case

Bengaluru: The Central Crime
Branch probing Bengaluru
rave party case arrested
Telugu film actress Hema fol-
lowing interrogation on
Monday. The rave party was
organised on May 19 at a
farmhouse near Electronic
City. The Central Crime
Branch (CCB) had sum-
moned Hema to its office on
Monday. Sources said she
deposed before her inter-
rogators wearing a burqga to
hide her identity. As her
replies were not satisfactory,
she was arrested. The rave
party was organised on the
pretext of a birthday party
where most of the people
had come from neighbouring
Andhra and Telangana, as
per CCB sources. There were
a few people from Bengaluru
as well, they added. Based
on a tip-off, the CCB raided
the location and collected
the blood samples of those
who attended party. — PT/

Ex-techie gets life
for spying for Pak

Nagpur: The Nagpur district
court on Monday handed life
imprisonment to former
BrahMos Aerospace Pvt Ltd
engineer Nishant Agarwal
under the Official Secrets Act
for spying for Pakistan’s intel-
ligence agency ISI. Agarwal
will also have to undergo rig-
orous imprisonment for 14
years and was also fined
%3,000. Additional sessions
court judge M.V. Deshpande
stated in the order that
Agarwal was convicted under
section 235 of the Criminal
Procedure Code for an
offence punishable under sec-
tion 66 (f) of the IT Act and
various sections of the OSA.
“The court sentenced him to
life imprisonment for 14 years
under the Official Secrets Act
and fined him ¥3,000,” said
special public prosecutor
Jyoti Vajani. Agarwal was
arrested in a joint operation
by the military intelligence
and ATS of Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra in 2018. — PTI

IAS couple’s

daughter falls
to death from
Maha building

Mumbai, June 3: A 27-
year-old woman, daugh-
ter of an IAS couple, trag-
ically ended her life by
jumping off the 10th
floor of a government
residential building
near the Mantralaya in
south Mumbai early
Monday morning, police
said.

Lipi Rastogi, a law stu-
dent pursuing her LLB
course in  Sonipat,
Haryana, took the dras-
tic step at around 4 am
when everyone else at
the TAS officers’ govern-
ment accommodation
near Mantralaya was
asleep, they said.

A guard posted at the
building informed Lipi’s
family after she was
found lying unconscious
on a motorbike parked
near the premises, follow-
ing which she was
rushed to GT Hospital,
police said. Despite
immediate medical atten-
tion at the hospital, she
was pronounced dead
upon arrival.

A suicide note found in
her room in which Lipi
held no one responsible
for her decision. Police
have initiated an investi-
gation, registering a case
of unnatural death at the
Cuffe Parade police sta-
tion.

Police said Lipi was
under immense pressure
regarding her academic
performance, leading to
her distress. — PTI

Several rivers
across Assam
flowing ahove
danger level

New Delhi, June 3:
Several rivers in Assam
continue to flow above
the danger level amid
incessant rain, accord-
ing to the Central Water
Commission (CWC).

The commission's lat-
est bulletin highlights
critical water levels at
various monitoring
sites, indicating severe
and above-normal flood
situations.

Three sites in Assam
have severe flood situa-
tion where the water
level is touching or
exceeding the danger
level but below the high-
est flood mark, while
three sites have above-
normal flood situation,
according to the bul-
letin. The CWC said
more than 39,000 people
displaced by flood are
taking shelter in 193
relief camps in different
districts. Another 82
relief distribution cen-
tres are also operational.

Rescue and relief oper-
ations are being carried
out by multiple agen-
cies, including the
NDRE, SDRF and local
administration, while
medical teams have also
been deployed in the
affected areas. — PTI

Experts divided on Delhi HC relief to Guptas

W Judicial order always supersedes admin order’ ™ Some in legal fraternity say relief to suspects ‘mockery’ of judiciary

RAKESH K SINGH
NEW DELH]I, JUNE 3

While the Delhi high court
granting temporary relief
to Gupta brothers of South
Africa — Atul and Rajesh
— facing Interpol red cor-
ner notice (RCN) to visit
Kedarnath and Badrinath
along with their Sahara-
npur-based 77-year-old
mother has raised con-
cerns over judicial over-
reach, legal experts held
divided opinions.

They said judicial order
always supersedes admin-
istrative order and that the
temporary relief can
always be challenged in the
appellate jurisdiction by
the aggrieved parties,
which in this case is the
Interpol or the South
African government where
they are wanted. A section
of the legal fraternity, how-
ever, said granting relief to
suspects for spiritual
tourism is a “mockery” of
the judicial system.

Through an order last

i

Children try to play cricket during a dust storm in Patna on Monday.

month, the Delhi HC
allowed the Guptas to visit
India despite the duo facing
RCN of Interpol. The SC
advocate Ashwani Dubey
said, “The HC exercising
its extraordinary jurisdic-
tion to grant temporary
relief to the Gupta brothers
is well within the constitu-
tional mandate. The Gupta
brothers have not commit-
ted any offence within the
Indian jurisdiction and
they are wanted in South
Africa for the alleged
offences committed there.”

“They have been granted
limited relief after which
they will go back to Dubai
where they are currently
residing. They are not fac-
ing RCN for an offence
committed in India and
the HC order has allowed
them to visit here. Unless
the HC order is challenged
by the aggrieved parties
before the appellate juris-
diction, they will be at lib-
erty to visit India. Judicial
decisions always super-
sede administrative deci-

sions,” Mr Dubey added.

The Delhi HC advocate
Sanjeev Prakash Upadh-
yay said, “Granting inter-
im relief for spiritual
tourism is a mockery of
the judicial system. RCN
notified suspects should
have been detained and
handed over to the country
where they are wanted in
criminal cases. Exercise of
constitutional jurisdiction
to suspects for religious or
spiritual tourism is judi-
cial overreach.”

Another legal expert
said, “A person certainly
has a fundamental right to
celebrate his/her religious
rites and rituals, but in
those circumstances,
when any person having
accusations for national or
multinational
crime/wrong, and for that
a look out notice has
already been served

against him to arrest, can-
not use religion as a
weapon to enjoy freedom.”

The SC advocate Vineet
Jindal said,

“The high

—PTI

LeT commander among 2
terrorists killed in firefight

Srinagar, June 3: In a
major breakthrough, two
terrorists of banned
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT),
including a self-styled
“commander” who had
been operating for the
longest period, were Kkilled
in an encounter with the
security forces in
Pulwama  district of
Jammu and Kashmir, offi-
cials said.

The anti-terror opera-
tion started at 11.45 pm on
Sunday when the Jammu
and Kashmir police along
with the army and para-
military forces laid a cor-
don around a house in the
Nihama area of Pulwama
district following intelli-
gence input about the
presence of terrorists,
they said.

The encounter with the
two holed-up terrorists
started at 7 am on Monday
after the duo identified as

Riyaz Dar alias "Sathar"
and Rayees Dar refused to
surrender, they said.

During the operation,
which was overseen by
deputy inspector general
of police (South Kashmir)
Altaf Khan, precaution
was adopted to ensure
that there was no collater-
al damage or any harm to
any civilian life, they said.

The firing intensified
Monday afternoon follow-
ing which the house in
which the two terrorists
were holed up caught fire.

The operation was called
off at 4 pm after the recov-
ery of the bodies of two
terrorists.

Riyaz Dar had joined the
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba in 2014
and had closely worked
with slain Pakistani ter-
rorists Abu Dujana and
Abu Ismail. He had partic-
ipated in many terror-
related activities.

While Riyaz, designated
as an A++ terrorist, car-
ried a cash reward of
above %10 lakhs, Rayees
Dar was categorised as “A”
carrying a cash reward of
%5 lakhs.

This is the second anti-
terror operation in South
Kashmir in less than four
weeks.

On May 7, the police
achieved a major success
after they gunned down
Basit Dar, self-styled com-
mander of the banned
The Resistance Front
(TRF) terror group, a
shadow group of Lashkar-
e-Tayyaba.

He and another terror-
ist, Momeen, were Kkilled
in an encounter in
Kulgam's Redwani village.
Both were involved in 18
terror-related cases,
which included targeting
of minorities and police
personnel. — PTI

THE GUPTA brothers
are accused of exploiting
their links with ex-SA
Prez Jacob Zuma to
expand their biz, causing
huge losses to the state
exchequer in the process

court of Delhi has ordered
to allow the Gupta broth-
ers to visit India and pro-
vided immunity from
arrest against the red cor-
ner notice issued against
Atul and Rajesh Gupta.”
Mr Jindal said, “The
Delhi HC’s order also
refrained from the extradi-
tion petition filed by South
African authorities before
UAE courts, which had
already been rejected on
March 15, 2023. The Delhi
HC passed this order on
the basis of fundamental
rights and humanitarian
grounds, but it is limited
to the red corner notice
proceedings and does not
extend to any other pro-
ceedings against them,
such as the matter of abet-

ment to suicide registered
in Dehradun, where one of
their brothers was arrest-
ed.”

The story of the Gupta
Brothers — Atul, Ajay, and
Rajesh — started in UP's
Saharanpur and peaked in
South Africa. The trio
migrated to South Africa
in 1993 to establish Sahara
Computers. Atul Gupta
first set up a shoe business
and later started Sahara
Computers. He then went
on to expand into indus-
tries like mining, air trav-
el, energy, and media. At
one of their firm’s func-
tions, he met South
African politician Jacob
Zuma, who would go on to
serve as the country’s pres-
ident from 2009 to 2018. In
2016, Atul Gupta was
among the 10 richest South
Africans with his wealth
valued at $700 million.

The Gupta brothers are
accused of exploiting their
connections with Mr Zuma
to expand their businesses,
causing huge losses to the

25-yr-old arrested for

assaulting cabin crew
Tried to open AI Express flight door

Mumbai, June 3: The
Mumbai  police has
arrested a 25-year-old
man for allegedly assault-

ing the cabin crew
onboard an Air India
Express flight from

Kozhikode to Bahrain
and trying to open the
door of the aircraft, an
official said on Monday.

The accused, Abdul
Musavir  Nadukandee,
was arrested after the
flight made an emergency

landing at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) on

Saturday, an official from
the Sahar police said.

Mr Nadukandee, who
hails from Kerala, woke
up when the flight took
off from Kozhikode and
immediately went to the
back of the aircraft,
where he allegedly

assaulted the cabin crew
and tried to open the door
of the aircraft, he said.

When the crew mem-
bers managed to bring the
man back to his seat, he
started verbally abusing
and assaulting other pas-
sengers and threatened to
open the emergency door,
the official said.

Fearing a security
threat, the pilot made an
emergency landing at
CSMIA and alerted the
security officials, he said.
A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under Sections 336 (act
endangering life), 504
(provocation to breach of
the peace), 506 (criminal
intimidation) and 323
(voluntarily causing
hurt) of the Indian Penal
Code and relevant provi-
sions of the Aircraft Act,
the official said. @~ — PTI

17 ISIS agents charged for
radicalisation, making IEDs

AMRESH SRIVASTAVA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

The NIA on Monday
chargesheeted 17 hard-
core agents of the pro-
scribed global terrorist
network in a conspiracy
involving recruitment and
radicalisation of youth
and fabrication of impro-
vised explosive devices in
the Delhi-Padgha ISIS ter-
ror module case.

With these 17, the total
number of accused in the
case, which had exposed
global linkages with for-
eign handlers, has risen
to 20, the agency said.

The Central agency had
originally charged 3 in

March 2023 and out of the
17 accused, 15 are from
Maharashtra and one
each from to Uttarakhand
and Haryana.

The accused,
chargesheeted under var-
ious sections of the IPC,

Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, Arms
Act and Explosive
Substances Act, "were
found to have been
engaged in ISIS row
involving recruitment,

training and propagation
of the ISIS ideology, along
with fabrication of explo-
sives and improvised
explosive devices (IEDs)

state exchequer in the
process. The term “Zupta”
refers to the close relation-
ship between the Gupta
family and Jacob Zuma,
particularly used by detrac-
tors of both Mr Zuma and
the family. The brothers left
South Africa in 2018, amid
damning reports about
their businesses. In 2022,
UAE authorities said they
arrested Atul and Rajesh
after receiving an Interpol
“red notice”. The brothers
were provided “Z” category
security by the
Uttarakhand government
in 2018, which was an
upgrade from the “Y” cate-
gory cover they had
enjoyed till then.

On May 24, Dehradun-
based builder Satendra
Singh Sahni reportedly
died by suicide. The
deceased named Ajay and
Anil Gupta, in his suicide
note before jumping off his
multi-storey building. On
Saturday last week, Ajay
and his brother-in-law Anil
Gupta were arrested.

Gops intensify
effort to find

missing doc in
Maoist-hit dist

SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE 3

The Odisha police has
intensified its effort to
trace out a doctor who
was on Saturday
evening “abducted” by
suspected Maoists from
his official residence at
Kalimela in  Malk-
angiri district, nearly
650 km from
Bhubaneswar.

Alman Bhoi, who
serves at the Kalimela
Community Health
Centre, was allegedly
kidnapped from his offi-
cial quarters.

According to reports,
some unidentified mis-
creants allegedly
abducted Amlan soon
after he reached
his quarters after com-
pleting his duty on June
1.

Amlan hails from the
Tikabali area in the
Kandhamal district. On
Monday, his family
members met the
Kandhamal collector
and superintendent of
police and urged them to
conduct a detailed inves-
tigation into the matter
and rescue him.

“We are yet to get any
information. His mobile
phone is also switched
off. We have urged the
authorities to take
appropriate steps in the
matter,” Alman’s father
Abani Bhoi said on
Monday.

“We have met senior
administrative and
police officials. They
have assured to discuss
the matter with
Malkangiri officials in

and fund-raising for ban- this regard,” Amlan's
ned outfit”, it said. — PTT uncle said.
Israel asks citizens

SC calls Yamuna
Board meet Jun 5

M Continued from Page 1
Himachal Pradesh have
agreed that a meeting of
the UYRB be held.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by the
Delhi government seek-
ing a direction to
Haryana to release the
surplus water provided
by Himachal Pradesh to
the national capital to
mitigate its water
crisis.

The bench said, “In the
course of hearing, all the
parties agreed that there
should be a non-adversar-
ial approach to the prob-
lem of scarcity of water
faced by the citizens of
Delhi.”

The top court said the
lawyers have "agreed that
there shall be an emer-
gent meeting of the
Upper Yamuna River
Board on June 5 to
address the issues agitat-
ed in this petition and all
other connected issues in
right earnest so that the
problem of scarcity of
water for the citizens of
Delhi shall be properly
addressed".

Quoting the figures
placed before the board,
Mr Mehta said if 100
litres of water comes to
Delhi, the residents get

only 48.65 litres.
o0

Mr Mehta said, "Total
water loss is 51.35 per
cent."

Stating that though the
residents do not misu-
tilise water, there are
leakages, tanker mafia
and theft by some indus-
trial units, Mr Mehta said
and added that
the Delhi government
will have to tighten up the
strings.

Senior Advocate
Abhishek Singhvi,
appearing for Delhi gov-
ernment, said, "You will
make that point but not
release water in June."

Mr Singhvi said the
Delhi government was
making plans for

preventing wastage of
water.

The bench then said,
"What the solicitor is say-
ing is also correct that
there should be no
wastage of water."

The Delhi government
plea has sought a direc-
tion to the Haryana gov-
ernment for immediate
and continuous release of
water at the Wazirabad
barrage, including but
not limited to the full sur-
plus water provided by
Himachal Pradesh in
order to mitigate the
water crisis in the nation-
al capital.
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Nitish meets PM,
fuels talks of his
shift to Delhi

H Continued from Page 1
roadshow featuring Bharatiya
Janata Party leadership and
Prime Minister Modi on Tuesday.

During the meeting, Bharatiya
Janata Party leaders reviewed the
party’s performance in the Lok
Sabha polls and assessed the polit-
ical situation following the
exit polls and the Opposition
INDIA bloc's rejection of these
forecasts.

“A meeting was held to discuss
and review the elections conduct-
ed in seven phases and also to dis-
cuss the counting of votes which
is to take place tomorrow. The
meeting was presided over by
party president J.P. Nadda," Mr
Tawde told the media after the
meeting. He added that they
reviewed the voting patterns
observed during all seven phases.

Mr Tawde also stated that the
party leadership discussed the
deployment of polling agents
across the country for the vote
count. These agents have been
instructed to pay close attention to
any suspicious activities and
report them immediately to
the designated election commis-
sion officials and the party leader-
ship.

When asked if the party dis-
cussed plans to celebrate a poten-
tial victory, given the exit polls’
projections, Mr Tawde responded,
“There was no such discussion at
present. We will address this only
after seeing the actual trends, not
based on exit poll projections.”

Rajiv Kumar slams ‘fake narratives’

W Continued from Page 1

ballot counting has to be complet-
ed before the start of the penulti-
mate round of EVM counting.

The CEC said that earlier the
number of postal ballots was less,
but this time several senior citi-
zens, people with disabilities, and
those involved in essential servic-
es, including journalists, have been
given the benefit of postal ballots.

With the EC facing criticism for
holding elections in peak summer,
the CEC said one of three big
learnings from the polls was that
this process should have been com-
pleted a month earlier.

"They shouldn't have been held in
such hot weather. It is a big election
that involves a lot of forces. There
is a lot of movement. We cannot
reduce the time taken for the
process but it could have been done
earlier instead of in such heat," Mr
Kumar said.

Taking exception to allegations
that district magistrates were
being influenced, Mr Kumar said
"fake" and "mischievous" narra-
tives were spread to sway the gen-
eral elections and sought proof
from the Opposition to back its
claim. "You cannot spread a
rumour and bring everyone under
a cloud of suspicion,"” Mr Kumar
said, citing Opposition claims on
faulty electoral rolls, the efficacy of
EVMs, voter turnout and the
counting process.

"There is a pattern, there is a
design, I'm not saying it's a toolkit.
But there is a design," the CEC
said, adding that cases pending for
years were raked up just four days
before the first phase of polling.

The CEC said the Opposition

should also tell the poll authority
about those trying to influence the
poll process before the counting of
votes begins.

“The EC is a constitutional body,
it needs to be neutral. People are
watching not only the parties and
candidates but also the poll panel.
But the way the EC has functioned
till now, we can’t trust it. Since it’s
a constitutional body, we respect it
as it has dignity,” he added.

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
had claimed that home minister
Amit Shah had been calling dis-
trict magistrates and collectors
and indulging in "blatant and
brazen" intimidation.

“The outgoing Union home min-
ister Amit Shah has been calling
up district magistrates and collec-
tors. So far, he has spoken to 150 of
them. This is blatant and brazen
intimidation, showing how desper-
ate the BJP is. Officers should not
get under any pressure and must
uphold the Constitution. They are
under watch,” Mr Rmesh had said.

The EC has sent a notice to Mr
Ramesh asking him to give proof of
his allegation until Monday
evening and refused to give him
extra time to file a reply.

The poll panel said that until the
model code of conduct is in place,
all officers are under the deemed
deputation of the EC and report
directly to it for directions. The
CEC further said that no district
magistrate has so far reported any
influence, as claimed. The model
code of conduct will be lifted once
the polling process ends on June 6.

Talking about the elections, Mr
Kumar said India created a world
record with 64.2 crore people vot-

ing in these polls, including 31.2
crore women. The CEC said over
68,000 monitoring teams and 1.5
crore polling and security person-
nel were involved in the world’s
largest electoral exercise. He said
that nearly four lakh vehicles, 135
special trains, and 1,692 air sorties
were used for conducting the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. “Only 39
repolls took place in the 2024 gen-
eral elections, as against 540
repolls in 2019,” the CEC said.

Mr Kumar said the commission
is very enthused by the voter
turnout in Jammu and Kashmir,
and soon the Assembly election
process in the Union territory will
start. He added that Jammu and
Kashmir recorded its highest
turnout in four decades at 58.58 per
cent overall and 51.05 per cent in
the Valley.

There were seizures of 10,000
crores involving cash, freebies,
drugs and liquor made during the
2024 polls, compared to Z3,500
crores in 2019. “We have by and
large controlled the menace of
deep fakes and artificial intelli-
gence (Al)-generated synthetic con-
tent in the 2024 general elections.
All development work used to stop
during the model code of conduct,
and the poll panel gave permission
within 48 hours of applications for
95-98 per of projects,” the CEC
added. Mr Kumar referred to vari-
ous memes doing the rounds on
social media, describing the elec-
tion commissioners as “laapata
gentlemen,” asserting that he and
fellow commissioners Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir Sing Sandhu
were “never out” and were “always
here.”

+

to visit A&N, Goa
& Lakshadweep
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entering his beautiful and tiny
archipelago nation after a rec-

ommendation from the
Cabinet.
“The Cabinet  decision

includes amending necessary
laws to prevent Israeli pass-
port holders from entering the
Maldives and establishing a
Cabinet subcommittee to over-
see these efforts,” a statement
from the Maldivian
Presidential office was quoted
as saying.

According to media reports, a
total of 528 Israeli nationals
visited the Maldives in the first
four months of this year, drop-
ping from 4,644 during the
same period in 2023, according
to Maldives government
data.

It may be noted that, as per
reports, there has been a sharp
drop in the number of Indian
tourists visiting the tiny archi-
pelago nation that has
some globally-renowned pris-
tine and exotic beach destina-
tions.

This happened after deterio-
ration in ties between India
and its south-western mar-
itime neighbour due to the pro-
nounced anti-India and pro-
China stand taken by the
Maldivian President who
swept to power last year in
the Presidential polls there.
His political party also recent-
ly swept the parliamentary
polls.
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s final task is to ensure
fairness of vote counting

he great Indian general elections ended on June 1 after 64.2 crore
people out of an eligible 97 crore cast their votes. Among them
there were 31.2 crore women, making them the biggest ever num-
ber of voters since female suffrage was introduced in 1892 in New

Zealand.

The biggest credit goes to the little over 64 crore people who braved the
elements to exercise their franchise, a majority of whom having voted in
the sweltering heat of a particularly severe Indian summer.

Minor glitches like EVM malfunction, power failure and sporadic inci-
dence of violence were overcome. Whatever be the hitches, there was no
reason to doubt the Indian polls are the freest elections in the world with
not one eligible voter whose name is on the rolls pressured not to vote.

It is moot whether the polls were the fairest because the losers habitual-

WORLD CUP.,,OUR
SON 1S WATCHING

ly cast aspersions on the Indian voting system despite its robust method-

ology and its strong voting and counting process governed by the stand-
alone EVMs that are thought to be beyond manipulation.

Given the kind of charges that the combined opposition came up with,

including a conspiracy theory surrounding the home minister calling up

District magistrates and Collectors to pressure

There were ques- (hem, the EC held an unprecedented media con-

tions raised about ference to explain the election process and the
the difference challenges posed as well as to answer criticism.

The EC did well to explicitly state that the
. postal ballots will be counted first and the EVM
time voter turnout e 30 minutes later. But then the system has
data and the final always followed that pattern, did so in 2019 and
figures released 2021 and in the counting of the Assembly poll
by ECI which may votes of Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim and
why the opposition was apprehensive about

this has not been explained.
The Indian voting system has come far since
satisfactorily. the days of booth capturing, rigging and vio-
lence aimed at stopping voters from exercising

between the real

not have been
answered

LETTERS

bizarre controversy on HEE

the exit poll predictions

Never in the past
has any Opposition
questioned the out-
come of the exit
polls in such a
forceful manner,

moment and fail to pro-
ject a united face.

In West Bengal, where
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee appears under
intense pressure, the
Trinamul boss broke
ranks with her INDIA

their franchise. The EVMs, now backed by VVPATSs and partial matching
of its count with those of the EVMS, have proved reliable workhorses of
the Indian voting system.

It is up to some parties to explain why they say the system is perfect when

questioning the very
intent of the polling
companies and sug-

allies to ensure that only
the TMC gets the maxi-
mum number of seats.

they win and why it is abominably prejudiced when they lose. And to think n Tuesday, of whose main con- gesting that there is There have been
that the most flagrant violation of the poll process came when a candidate June 4, the stituents is the more to it than minuses too for the BJP.
who was leading asked for a recount and managed to lose the seat to a very nation will Congress. Despite being hailed as
prominent opposition leader. learn  who The actual numbers Meets the eye. “Sher” by his support-

will come to will put a stamp of ers, Mr Modi was at a
power after the 2024 Lok approval/disapproval loss to clinch an issue
Sabha elections with the on the business of exit is that Mr Modi is not that would drive a big
announcement of the polls, pre-poll surveys invincible and could be wedge in the rival camp
ness as the Prime Minister did or went overboard in castigating the PM much-awaited results and such exercises in contained or defeated if and take the poll battle
with vituperative invective, including one legislator who did so in unac- that will decide the fate the world’s largest the Opposition works into their territory.
ceptable Tamil slang. of Prime Minister democracy. The out- purposefully with a plan Issues like price rise,

There were questions raised about the difference between the real time Narendra Modi and his come is expected to of action and has boots unemployment and
voter turnout data and the final figures released by ECI which may not BJP, the world’s largest reveal what has weighed on the ground. growing inequality
have been answered satisfactorily in the assertion that everything was party, as well as of the on the minds of voters, The Opposition lead- raised by the Opposition
fine. Now that the longest and biggest ever poll has come to an end, the Opposition parties. what has gone wrong for ers, such as Uddhav did have resonance in
focus shifts to the counting process that must be fair to satisfy the most But before the actual the rival sides and what Thackeray, Sharad the polls.
basic premise of a democracy. counting, much drama has helped them. It must Pawar or Tejashwi On the face of it, it did
and dispute has been be conceded that the Yadav, could make a not appear that

Where the EC may not have lived up to its reputation was in the exercise
of its powers to pull up a candidate, including the Prime Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition and other party bigwigs who either breached the
norms in using religion as a talking point thus bringing in social divisive-

mark due to their con- Hindutva has raised

Telangana marches triumphantly

ndia’s newest state Telangana has celebrated the 10th anniversary of its
Iformation. It was the only state which had a history of decades long agi-

tation as there were proponents for Telangana even before Andhra
Pradesh was created in 1956.

Perhaps, no state was created amid so much inter-regional tussle and
parliamentary drama as it was. Just like how eminent British politicians
like Winston Churchill cast doubts on the viability of India at the time of
its independence, Telangana too had many sceptics in his share.
Nevertheless, Telangana proved naysayers wrong and flourished in the

last 10 years.

One of the major issues that people feared about was the treatment of peo-
ple from coastal Andhra and Ralayaseema who settled in Hyderabad after
the formation of Telangana state.

In the last 10 years, however, there was absolutely no vindictiveness
against any section of people living in Hyderabad or any part of
Telangana. In the run-up to the formation of Telangana state, it was feared
that many businesses in Hyderabad — established mostly by entrepre-
neurs from coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema — would move their opera-
tions from Telangana to Andhra Pradesh.

However, nothing of that sort happened. All kinds of businesses stayed
on in Hyderabad and flourished. Telugu speaking people — whether their
roots are from Telangana or Andhra Pradesh — displayed unparalleled
sagacity and maturity on these two respects.

Even though Andhra Pradesh could not make a decision on the new state
capital, Hyderabad grew manifold in terms of physical and economic size.
Industry grew as more investments flowed in from everywhere. More jobs
were created in the private sector.

Agriculture reaped benefits of mega projects like irrigation projects.
Electricity consumption increased which reflects a better standard of liv-
ing. State’s tax revenue size increased, and its per capita income swelled.

Overall, the last 10 years has been the work in progress for Telangana.
There is still a long way for the state to go to achieve the goals that set off

the spark for the Telangana statehood movement.
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Aakar Patel

After the verdict:
Just more of the
same, or will
things change?

seen over the exit poll
predictions that have
spoken of a landslide for
the BJP under Mr Modi.

It has curiously run
into a controversy with
the Opposition seeking
to dismiss the findings
and insisting it was very
much in the race to
come to power. Such a
counter-offensive by the
opposition is an
unprecedented move,
turning the whole situa-
tion a little bizarre.

Shiv Sena’s Sanjay
Raut, himself a journal-
ist, claimed the
Opposition INDIA
grouping is thick in the
game and could win 295
of the total 543 seats,
which has added much
curiosity as to what is in
store. His claim came a
day after the meeting of
INDIA leaders.

Never in the past has
any Opposition ques-
tioned the outcome of
the exit polls in such a
forceful manner, ques-
tioning the very intent
of the polling companies
and suggesting that
there is more to it than
meets the eye.

The nation had seen
such a landslide in 1971
and 1984 in the wake of
the Bangladesh war and
the assassination of
Indira Gandhi. In con-
trast, the 2024 election is
a “normal” one.

The exit poll predic-
tions show unequivocal-
ly that the BJP under Mr
Modi is way ahead in the
Lok Sabha race against
the INDIA grouping, one

just-concluded cam-
paign was the toughest
one for Prime Minister
Modi, who has been on a
winning spree since
Gujarat days in 2002.

This election will go
down in history as the
most puzzling for Mr
Modi, as the hero of
many an electoral battle
who was fighting in the
dark this time. Many
commentators had
claimed that Mr Modi
may have missed the
bus this time as he had
delayed the announce-
ment of the polls, which
according to them
should have happened
in January after the
Ram Mandir’s inaugura-
tion in Ayodhya.

The two-month-long
election schedule too
looked a bit troublesome
with the BJP, which was
intended for Mr Modi to
have much time for cam-
paigning but appeared
too tiring for him for
want of a narrative.

If the exit poll predic-
tions prove true, the les-
son for the Opposition is
that they could be a
fighting force in states
where they have worked
hard and joined hands
in fierce combat, and
that the same must be
replicated at the nation-
al level.

The exit polls show
that the Opposition is
doing much better in
states like Maharashtra
and Bihar because there
they not only worked
hard but unitedly too.

The moral of the story

nection with the grass-
roots, running an effec-
tive campaign and play-
ing the victim card
aggressively in the face
of the BJP juggernaut.

There have been pluses
for the BJP side too. The
TINA (There Is No
Alternative) factor has
been working in favour
of Mr Modi. Besides,
both Mr Modi and Amit
Shah are known to be
hard taskmasters when
it comes to fighting the
polls.

A section in the BJP,
however, insists Mr
Modi is the past master
in the polarisation
game. His Hindu-
Muslim rhetoric has
silently mobilised the
majority and the
Hindutva card will be
seen in action. It feels a
sizeable section of
Hindus don’t buy the
caste census logic,
which it feels is past its
expiry date.

The reporters of a news
website not known to be
Modi admirers insisted
that what they saw dur-
ing the campaign was
that the BJP was very
much on the ground and
fighting hard.

But the experience was
also that in states like
Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
was suffering some loss-
es due to its failure to
change candidates. For
the Opposition, the les-
son of the 2024 election
season is that you can-
not win a poll if you start
preparing at the last

much crescendo in the
minds of the majority
community.

The Prime Minister’s
failure to correctly
gauge the mood of the
people by harping on the
right issues and raising
the pitch speaks poorly
of the mighty election
machinery of  the
world’s largest party.
How can they go so
wrong?

Mr Modi has been good
at sensing the mood of
the people and this was
seen in 2014 and 2019.

This time, he was like a
character in the story in
which some blind men
were asked to specify
their impression about
the elephant. So, shoot-
ing in the dark, Mr Modi
used all cards: Ram
Mandir, Pakistan,
dynasty, appeasement
politics. The name of the
game was polarisation.

Two decades back,
Subhash Ghai had come
out with a film Yaadein,
which was sold out at
exorbitant rates in all
regions and the music
rights too fetched much
moolah. But the film
flopped at the box office,
leaving just Yaadein.

One thing did happen
after Yaadein. Ghai was
no longer the magic man
of Bollywood. Tuesday
will reveal the fate of Mr
Modi, but one thing is
clear — this was not his
best election.

The writer is a journal-
ist based in New Delhi

Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh

SOUTH AFRICAN MESS

SOUTH AFRICAN President Cyril
Ramaphosa will face the ANC’s
Integrity Commission to respond to
allegations that he stole millions of dol-
lars. The latest corruption scandal
involving Mr Ramaphosa started last
week, when a former intelligence direc-
tor opened a complaint against the
President alleging that on February 9,
2020, robbers targeted Mr Ramaphosa’s
game farm in the northern Limpopo
province, where they found $4 million
in foreign currency hidden inside fur-
niture. However, the ANC appears to
back him, saying he will continue.
Sankar Paul
Chakdaha, West Bengal

LONG WAIT IS OVER

THE ICC T20 World Cup starting in
the US is a cause for big celebration
for cricket fans across America and
Canada. American cricket lovers
who are fond of baseball and basket-
ball will be able to watch and experi-
ence the thrill of T20 cricket. India is
a  potential winning team.
Afghanistan and Australia will face a
tough challenge. Since becoming the
2013 ICC World Cup Champions, the
Indian team has not won a final, end-
ing runners-up in the 2023 ODI WC.
But it may defeat traditional rivals
Pakistan and hopes to end its wait for
victory since 2013 this time.
Dattaprasad Shirodkar
Mumbai

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins 500. Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

painfully long general election in

our hottest summer has finally

ended. The tea leaves will be read in

the exit polls that were released on
Saturday evening, but one must keep in mind
their imperfect record. Even for a single
state, West Bengal, which held Assembly
elections in the summer of 2021, one out of
four got the result wrong. Opinion polls, con-
ducted before this longest cycle of elections
was announced, were unanimous that the
BJP would get a majority.

Today, some are not sure this will be the
case, but we shall see. Without knowing the
results, however, what can be said about the
election that is still important? Let us work
our way through the possibilities.

The first is that no matter who wins, this
was not a free or fair election. Two chief min-
isters were jailed before the campaigning
began. Jailed not because they were convict-
ed but because the BJP wanted them jailed.
One of them was released for a few days of
campaigning, but will have to return to jail
now.

The access to bank accounts of the
Opposition was restricted, through attacks
made by the Central investigative agencies
controlled by the BJP. The Election
Commission compromised itself, sadly, and
allowed the BJP to control both the planning
of the phases and their execution. The com-
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mission’s insolent replies to the Opposition,
its refusal to act on the Prime Minister’s hate
speeches against Muslims and its refusal to
release the poll data on time has harmed our
democracy. The electoral bonds scheme was
determined to be unconstitutional, but thou-
sands of crores raised under it were used in
this election, and this has tainted it, quite
irredeemably in my opinion.

Next, let’s look at what the possibilities are.
Since the opinion polls were unanimous, the
most likely one may seem to be that
Narendra Modi returns to office with a simi-
larly large majority. What should one expect
in that case? More of the same, of course. He
has run the nation as one would a monarchy
and his ministers are courtiers (see their
social media accounts bleating his glories).
The Opposition parties will continue to be
attacked through the misuse of official agen-
cies, civil society will be force-marched
towards extinction and India’s plummeting
on the global indices will continue. The
minorities, and especially Muslims, will con-
tinue to have open season declared on them.
The institutions will continue on their path
of decline. The consolidation of what a for-
mer chief economic adviser has referred to as
“the two As” will continue, meaning a corpo-
rate capture of the economy. In short, what
we see around us today will remain as it is.

It is unhealthy to have a single-party state,

as has happened in Gujarat. The Opposition
exists, but only on sufferance. What hap-
pened to opponents and prospective candi-
dates in Surat and in Varanasi will repeat in
more places.

It should be conceded that if he wins again,
Narendra Modi will be the most successful
leader we have seen in our history, and deliv-
ering three consecutive Lok Sabha wins after
three Assembly wins all with absolute
majorities will be a singular achievement.

The second possibility is that the BJP gets a
plurality of seats but not an absolute majori-
ty. Say, they get 250 seats and form the gov-
ernment. In this case, the situation changes
in several ways. First, the allies will begin to
assert themselves and it will no longer be pos-
sible for the king to ignore the courtiers.
Does Mr Modi have it in him to function in a
more democratic manner? No. This will
make such a government a whole lot more
volatile.

Within the party, there will be people want-
ing to assert themselves. The old men in
Nagpur, always playing the long game, will
raise their heads and become more visible.

Some of the things will shift, though the
attack on minorities is likely to continue,
because that happens at the level of the
states, where in several places the BJP enjoys
a certain popularity because of its bigotry.
The attack on federalism will recede. Today,

o0 © —+

India is federal only in name. The states have
no power to tax after GST and the unhappi-
ness of many has broken out into the open.
Law and order continues to be a state subject,
but from Delhi to Jharkhand to Karnataka to
Bengal, the Union government has sent out
its agencies to undermine state governments
and chief ministers. With the Union govern-
ment as strong and unwilling to change as it
has been, there has been no attempt at redres-
sal. An alliance government will likely alter
that and this will be good for our country.
The last possibility is, of course, that the
BJP loses. On the evidence of the opinion
polls, this is the least likely possibility but
one that we have to consider. To my mind,
this will be a good outcome and not because
of personal preferences entirely. Democracy
renews and refreshes itself with changes in
government. One man presiding for decades -
- take Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping and Kim
Jong Un -- rarely produces anything positive.
Some of the things, many of them in fact, that
we have taken on since 2014 need to be got rid
of. It is true that our democracy gives us the
option of countering them in other ways, for
instance through the courts or through
protests. But elections are the only way in
which changes take place structurally.

The writer is the chair of Amnesty
International India. Twitter: @aakar__patel
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GEORGIA ‘FOREIGN
INFLUENCE’ BILL
SIGNED INTO LAW

Thbilisi, June 3: The Speaker of
Georgia’s Parliament said on
Monday he signed into law a
controversial “foreign influ-
ence” bill adopted despite mass
protests, Western condemnati-
on and a presidential veto.

Georgia’s Parliament adopted
the divisive law last week, over-
riding a presidential veto on
the measure, which critics say
is anti-democratic and mirrors
Russian legislation used to
silence dissent.

Brussels has warned the
move will derail the Black Sea
nation from its path to Eur-
opean Union membership.

2 NYC OFFICERS,
GUNMAN SHOT
AND WOUNDED

New York, June 3: Two New
York City police officers and a
19-year-old man were shot and
wounded early on Monday dur-
ing a confrontation and were
hospitalised, officials said.

Mayor Eric Adams said one of
the officers was saved by his
bullet-resistant vest. The office-
rs pursued the man while he
was driving a motorised scoot-
er the wrong way. The officers
tried to pull him over, but he
got off the scooter and ran
away. The officers chased him
on foot for several blocks. He
fired multiple rounds at offi-
cers, who returned fire.

PARL SPEAKER
QALIBAF ENTERS
IRAN PREZ RACE

Dubai, June 3: Iran’s parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad Ba-
ger Qalibaf, a former Revolut-
ionary Guards commander, on
Monday announced he would
run for president to succeed
Ebrahim Raisi who died along
with seven others last month in
a helicopter crash, state media
reported.

Qalibaf, who has unsuccess-
fully contested two presiden-
tial races and dropped out of a
third to avoid splitting the
hardline vote, signed up to run
in the June 28 election despite
being re-elected as Parliament
Speaker last week.

LANKA CLOSES
SCHOOLS AS 10
DIE IN FLOODS

Colombo, June 3: Sri Lanka
closed schools on Monday as
heavy rain triggered floods and
mudslides in many parts of the
island nation, leaving at least
10 people dead and six others
missing, officials said.

The education ministry ann-
ounced that the reopening of
schools would depend on how
the weather develops. Heavy
downpours have wreaked hav-
oc in many parts of the coun-
try since Sunday, flooding ho-
mes, fields and roads, and forc-
ing officials to cut electricity as
a precaution. By Monday, over
5,000 people had been moved to
evacuation centres.

GENSURE IRAN AT
UN NUKE MEET:
EUROPE POWERS

Vienna, June 3: Britain, Fran-
ce and Germany will seek to
censure Iran over its lack of co-
operation with the UN nuclear
watchdog at its board meeting
from Monday despite US oppo-
sition, diplomats told AFP.

According to the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), Tehran is the only non-
nuclear weapon state to enrich
uranium to 60 per cent, while it
keeps accumulating large ura-
nium stockpiles.

That is approaching the enr-
ichment levels of 90 per cent
needed for atomic weapons. It
is also well above the autho-
rised 3.67 per cent.

NIGERIAN UNIONS
SHUT POWER GRID,
DISRUPT AIRLINES

Lagos, Abuja, June 3: Nigeria’s
main labour unions on Monday
shut down the national grid
and disrupted airline ope-
rations across the country as
they began an indefinite strike
over the government’s failure
to agree a new minimum wage.

This strike is the fourth emb-
arked upon by the Nigerian La-
bour Congress (NLC) and the
Trade Union Congress (TUC),
two of the country’s biggest
unions, since President Bola
Tinubu took office last year.

The Transmission Company
of Nigeria said union members
drove away operators at the
power control rooms and shut
down six substations.

Gaza truce plan doubtful as
Israel-Hamas battle rages on

Hezbollah launches squadron of drones towards Israeh military targets

Rafah, Beirut, June 3:
Doubts were growing on
Monday about a plan for a
Gaza ceasefire and host-
age release deal outlined
by US President Joe Biden
as heavy fighting raged for
a third day since his White
House address.

Lebanon’s Hezbollah
said on Monday it had la-
unched a squadron of dro-
nes towards the headquar-
ters of the Israeli militar-
y’s Galilee formation in an
intensification of cross-
border violence between
the two adversaries.

While Hezbollah has pre-
viously launched drones
at Israel during hostilities
that began in October, it
marked the first time the
Iran-backed group had
announced firing a squa-
dron of them.

Biden on Friday present-
ed what he labelled an
Israeli three-phase plan
that would end the bloody
conflict, free all hostages
and lead to the reconstruc-
tion of the devastated
Palestinian territory with-
out Hamas in power.

However, Netanyahu’s of-
fice stressed on Saturday
that Israel would push on
with the war sparked by
the October 7 attack by
Palestinian militants on
southern Israel until all of
its “goals are achieved”,

@ Some 55 per cent of all
structures in the Gaza Strip
have been destroyed, dam-

damaged since
war erupted in
the Palestinian
territory eight months ago,
according to preliminary

satellite analysis by the UN.

aged or possibly *

e Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Monday praised Hamas’s
unprecedented October 7
attack against Israel that

“was a decisive blow to the !

Zionist regime” and
predicted the “destruction”
of their common enemy.

N
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Dlsplaced Palestlnlans gather out5|de their tents in Delr

i al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, on Monday.

— AFP

e A war monitor said 16 mem-
bers of pro-Iran groups were
killed in an Israeli strike near

northern Syria’s Aleppo
early on Monday, with
state media also reporting
a deadly Israeli attack.

including the destruction
of Hamas’s military and
governing capabilities.
Israeli media have ques-
tioned to what extent Bide-
n’s speech and some cru-
cial details were coordi-
nated with Netanyahu's

e David Levy, an Israeli politician
born in Morocco who fought tire-
lessly against deep-seated racism
against Jews from North Africa and
went on to serve as foreign minister
and hold other senior governmental
posts, has died. He was 86.

PETROL BOMB
THROWN OUTSIDE
ISRAELI EMBASSY

Jerusalem, Bucharest,
June 3. A foreign citizen
was detained in Romania’s
capital Bucharest on Mon-
day after throwing a Molo-
tov cocktail outside the
Israeli embassy, causing
no damage or casualties,
police said.

The Romanian Intellige-
nce Service said its anti-te-
rrorism officers caught
the 34-year-old suspect,
who allegedly also threat-
ened he will set himself on
fire, and handed him over
to police.

Israel’s foreign ministry
confirmed the arrest of
the suspect “apparently of
Syrian origin”.

He had pulled out, lit and
thrown the petrol bomb
while undergoing a securi-
ty inspection, the ministry
added. — Reuters

team, including how long
any truce would hold and
how many captives would
be freed when.

Mediators US, Qatar and
Egypt said they called “on
both Hamas and Israel to
finalise the deal embody-

ing the principles outlined
by President Joe Biden”.
White House national
security council spokesm-
an John Kirby said that
“we have every expecta-
tion that if Hamas agrees
to the proposal... that

Israel would say yes”. US
secretary of state Antony
Blinken “commended” Isr-
ael on the plan in a phone
call with war Cabinet
member Benny Gantz and
defence minister Yoav
Gallant. — Agencies

UK: Jlll 23 Rwanda Water World
deportatlon takes off |

London, June 38: The
British government says
it intends to begin deport-
ing asylum seekers on
July 23, court documents
showed on Monday, alth-
ough the controversial
scheme is dependent on

Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak’s Conservative
parties winning the

upcoming election.

The policy of sending
asylum seekers who
arrived in Britain to the
East African nation is one
of Sunak’s flagship poli-
cies but legal and parlia-
mentary obstacles have
meant it has never got off
the ground.

Sunak recently said the
deportation flights would
not leave before an elec-
tion on July 4.

However, the Prime
Minister has promised if
he wins they would begin
soon after, although he is
trailing the opposition
Labour Party by about 20
points in opinion polls
and it has promised to sc-
rap the plan. In documen-
ts submitted to the Lon-
don High Court as part of
a charity’s challenged to
the policy, government
lawyers said the intention

LABOUR SEEKS
T0 BUOY VOTERS
ON N-ARSENAL

London, June 3: Britain’s
Labour opposition party
committed Monday to
ensuring the UK’s nucle-
ar arsenal, pitching itself
as strong on defence for
July’s election in contrast
to the last vote, when it
lost heavily.

Leader Keir Starmer
said Labour was “the pa-
rty of national security”
as he tried to reassure vo-
ters that the centre-left
grouping has changed
since he succeeded social-
ist Jeremy Corbyn four
years ago. Corbyn, who
led Labour to a landslide
defeat to the Conserva-
tives at the 2019 election,
was seen as weak on
defence because of his
support for nuclear disar-
mament and ambivalence
towards Nato. — AFP

was “to effect removals
with a flight to Rwanda
on 23 July 2024 (and not
before).” — Reuters

In Manila, Zelenskyy
promotes peace meet

Manila, Beijing, June 3:
Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy met
with the Philippine presi-
dent on Monday in a rare
Asian trip to urge region-
al leaders to attend a Swi-
ss-organised global peace
summit on the war in
Ukraine that he accuses
Russia, with China’s help,
of trying to undermine.
China on Monday deni-
ed accusations by Zelens-
kyy that it was trying to
prevent other countries
from attending the meet.
Zelenskyy arrived unan-
nounced and under heavy

LATEST | UPDATE

Geneva, June 3: The re-
turn of the cooling La
Nina weather phenomen-
on this year should help
lower temperatures some-
what after months of glob-
al heat records, the United
Nations’ weather agency
said on Monday.

The impact is likely to be
felt in the next few months
because the warming El
Nino weather pattern —
which has helped fuel a
spike in global temperatu-
res and extreme weather
around the world since
mid-2023 — “is showing
signs of ending”, the UN’s
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security in Manila on Su-
nday after speaking over
the weekend at the Shang-
ri-La defence forum in
Singapore. He was given a
red-carpet welcome with
military honours before
meeting with President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
Marcos pledged that his
country would take part
in the summit, Philippine
communications secre-
tary Cheloy Garafil said.
“I'm happy to hear today
from you that you’ll par-
ticipate in our peace
steps,” Zelenskyy told
Marcos. — Agencies

The historic part of Heidelberg is flooded during high water of the Neckar river in
southwestern Germany, on Monday.

— AFP

Nitisha Kandula, Indian
student, missing in US

PAST CASES

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF INDIAN STUDENTS IN THE US
HAS BEEN CAUSING CONCERN AMONG THE COMMUNITY.

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs

HYDERABAD, JUNE 3

Nitheesha Kandula, a 23-
year-old student from Tel-
angana’s Bodhan, has
been reported missing in
the United States for four
days. Kandula, who is pur-
suing higher education at
California State Universi-
ty San Bernardino (CSU-
SB), was last seen on May
28. The missing report
was filed on May 30. CS-
USB chief of police John
Guttierez posted a miss-
ing person report on X.

“#MissingPersonAlert:
California State Universi-
ty, San Bernardino Police
along with our partners in
#LAPD, is asking anyone
with information on the
whereabouts of @CSUSB-
News Nitheesha Kandula,
to contact us at: (909) 537-
5165,” the police said.

Kandhula was described
as 5 feet 6 inches tall, and
around 160 pounds (72.5
kgs) in weight.

e Last month, 26-year-
old Rupesh Chandra
Chintakindi went missing
in Chicago.

@ In April, 25-year-

old Indian student
Mohammad Abdul Arfath
from Hyderabad’s
Nacharam,
who had
been miss-
ing since
March, was
found dead _4
Uy Mohammad
Cleveland. Apdul Arfath
He was

pursuing a Masters in IT
from Cleveland
University.

e In March, a 34-year-old
trained classical dancer
from India, Amarnath
Ghosh, was shot dead in
St Louis, Missouri.

e Sameer
Kamath,

a 23-year-
old Indian-
American
student at
Purdue
University,
was found
dead in a nature
preserve in Indiana on
February 5.

e On February 2, Vivek
Taneja, a 41-year-old
Indian-origin IT execu-
tive, suffered life-threat-
ening injuries during an
assault outside a restau-
rant in Washington.

e In January, 18-year-old
Akul Dhawan, a
University of lllinois
student was found
unresponsive outside a
campus building.

Sameer
Kamath

Eighth arrest for
Tiananmen post
in Hong Kong

Hong Kong, June 3: Hong
Kong police arrested an
eighth person over social
media posts about com-
memorating Beijing’s
1989 Tiananmen Square
crackdown on Monday,
the eve of the bloody inci-
dent’s 35th anniversary.

The arrest was the latest
in a series of law enforce-
ment actions taken since
last Tuesday against a
group that was accused of
publishing “seditious”
online posts to “take adv-
antage of an upcoming
sensitive day”.

The group was the first
nabbed under Hong Kon-
g’s “Safeguarding Natio-
nal Security Ordinance”,
the city’s second national
security law, enacted in
March following another
security law imposed by
Beijing in 2020.

The police said on Mo-
nday the eighth person
arrested was a 62-year-old
man, who was suspected
of committing an “offe-
nce in connection with
seditious intention” —
the same offence the first
seven were arrested
under last week.

It carries a penalty of
up to seven years in jail
under the new security
law. Among those arrest-
ed last week was Chow
Hang-tung, a prominent
activist who led the now-
disbanded Hong Kong
Alliance that once organ-
ised annual vigils to mark
the Tiananmen Square
crackdown.

Jailed since 2021, Chow
is already serving a more
than 30-month jail sen-
tence over other charges,
including “unauthorised

@ THE THREE-DECADE
tradition has been banned
since 2020, when Beijing
imposed the first national
security law on the finan-
cial hub to quell dissent
following huge, and
sometimes violent pro-
democracy protests the
year before.

assembly” for her attempt
to publicly commemorate
the June 4 anniversary.

Hong Kong’s security
chief said last week the
group made online posts
that “were trying to incite
disaffection and distrust
— and even hatred — aga-
inst the central governm-
ent, the Hong Kong gove-
rnment and the judici-
ary”. Six of them have
been released on bail and
subject to a “movement
restriction order”, accor-
ding to the police.

Hong Kong used to be
the only place under Chi-
na’s rule where public
commemoration of Beij-
ing’s deadly clampdown
on pro-democracy demon-
strators in Tiananmen
Square on June 4, 1989,
was allowed.

The three-decade tradi-
tion has been banned
since 2020, when Beijing
imposed the first national
security law on the finan-
cial hub to quell dissent
following huge, and some-
times violent pro-democ-
racy protests the year
before.

On Monday evening,
dozens of police were
seen patrolling Hong Kon-
g’s shopping district of
Causeway Bay. — AFP

Courts acquit
Imran in 3 cases,
including cipher

Islamabad, June 3: Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf par-
ty founder Imran Khan
was on Monday acquitted
in three high-profile cas-
es, including the cipher
case, in a major relief to
the beleaguered ex-PM
who was sentenced to 10
years in jail for making
public a secret diplomatic
communication.

The 71-year-old former
cricketer-turned-politi-
cian has been in jail since
August last year after bei-
ng convicted in some of
the nearly 200 cases slap-
ped on him since his ous-
ter in April 2022.

On Monday, a two-mem-
ber bench of the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC)
comprising Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq and Justi-
ce Miangul Hassan Aura-
ngzeb acquitted Khan and
former foreign minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi
in the cipher case.

However, the duo are not
expected to be released
from prison due to Khan’s
sentence in the Iddat case
(illegal marriage) while
Qureshi was arrested in a
case linked to the May 9
violence. He is on physi-
cal remand till June 5.

Khan and Qureshi were
sentenced to 10 years’ jail
in the cipher case in Jan.
by a special court, estab-
lished under the Official
Secrets Act. Both Khan
and Qureshi had challen-
ged the verdict in the
Islamabad High Court.

The case pertains to the
incident in which Khan
showed a piece of paper

Climate change will increase temperatures in the long term, warns WMO

La Nina can help lower mercury this year: UN

World Meteorologlcal Org-
anisation said in its latest
update. The WMO warned,
however, that global tem-
peratures would continue
to rise in the long term
due to human-induced cli-
mate change, which con-
tinues to make extreme
weather worse and upend
seasonal rainfall and tem-
perature patterns.

La Nina refers to the co-
oling of the ocean surface
temperatures in large swa-
thes of the tropical Pacific
Ocean, coupled with win-
ds, rains and changes in
atmospheric pressure.

File picture of motorists passing through the inundated

area in Cilincing, North Jakarta, on Jan. 31, 2024.

In many locations, espec-
ially in the tropics, La
Nina produces the opposi-
te climate impacts to El

— AFP

Nino, which heats up the
surface of the oceans,
leading to drought in some
parts of the world and trig-

gering heavy downpours
elsewhere. The WMO said
there was a “60 per cent”
chance of La Nina condi-
tions in the period from
July to September and a
“70 per cent” likelihood
during August-November.

The chances of El Nino
redeveloping are negligi-
ble, it added. Every month
since June 2023, when El
Nino returned, has set a
new high temperature
record, and 2023 was by far
the warmest year on rec-
ord globally.

The WMO said the planet
would continue to heat up

+

overall from the use of fos-
sil fuels that produce gree-
nhouse gases.

“The end of E1 Nino does
not mean a pause in long-
term climate change, as
our planet will continue to
warm due to heat-trapping
greenhouse gases,” WMO
deputy secretary general
Ko Barrett stressed.

“Exceptionally high sea
surface temperatures will
continue to play an impor-
tant role during next mo-
nths.” Much of the plane-
t’s excess heat from clima-
te change is stored in the
oceans. — AFP

QUETTA: METHANE
GAS SUFFOCATES
11 COALMINERS

Quetta, June 3: At least 11
coalminers suffocated to
death in a build-up of
methane gas in a mine
outside the southwestern
Pakistani city of Quetta
on Monday, a government
official said.

The miners died in the
Sanjdi coalfield, about 60
km (40 miles) from Que-
tta, according to Abdul
Ghani Kakar, the chief
inspector of mines for
the provincial Balochi-
stan government. “Meth-
ane gas accumulated wh-
ich caused the deaths,” he
said. — Reuters

— allegedly a copy of a
diplomatic communicati-
on — at a public rally in
Islamabad, claiming it as
proof of a conspiracy ag-
ainst his government by a
foreign power, referring
to US diplomat Donald
Lu, who has been at the
centre of the cipher con-
troversy.

Khan had brandished
the cipher paper just two
weeks before the ouster of
the PTI government in
April 2022 through a vote
of no-confidence in Parli-
ament. Leader of the Opp-
osition in the National
Assembly Omar Ayub ha-
iled the verdict and called
for the immediate release
of the duo. — PTI

Mi6 RECRUITED
STATE WORKERS
T0 SPY: BELJING

Taipei, June 3: Beijing
has accused two Chinese
citizens of spying for
UK, in the latest test of a
relationship growing in-
creasingly fraught.
China and the UK have
clashed over Beijing’s cl-
ampdown on free speech
and open poll in Hong
Kong. In a social media a
message on Monday, the
ministry of state securi-
ty said it uncovered an
espionage case involving
a couple identified by th-
eir surnames, Wang and
Zhou, allegedly recruit-
ed by UK’s intelligence
agency, MI6. — AP
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Sebi launches
new mobile app
Saathi 2.0

Capital markets regulator Sebi
on Monday launched mobile
app ‘Saa?thi 2.0’ on personal
finance for investors with com-
prehensive tools aimed at sim-
plifying complex financial con-
cepts. The app includes finan-
cial calculators and explain
KYC procedures, mutual funds,
ETFs, buying and selling shares
on stock exchanges, investor
grievances redressal mecha-
nism, and online dispute reso-
lution platform.

RBI says 97.8%
0f 32,000 notes
returned to banks

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Monday said 97.82 per
cent of the ¥2,000 denomina-
tion banknotes have returned
to the banking system, and
only %7,755 crore worth of the
withdrawn notes are still with
the public. The total value of
%2000 banknotes in circulation,
which was ¥3.56 lakh crore at
the close of business on May
19, 2023, has declined to 37,755
crore at the close of business
on May 31, 2024.

Bajaj Auto sells
3.5L automobile
units in May

Bajaj Auto said its total sales
remained flat at 3.55,323 units
in May. The automaker sold
3,55,148 vehicles in May 2023,
the company said in a regula-
tory filing. Total domestic sales
declined 1 per cent to 2,25,087
units last month compared to
2,28,401 units sold in May
2023. Total exports during May
rose 3 per cent at 1,30,236 uni-
ts in May from 1,26,747 vehicles
shipped out to overseas mar-
kets in the year-ago period.

Paras Bmldtech
to invest 500 cr
in Gurugram

Realty firm Paras Buildtech will
invest around 3500 crore to
develop a luxury housing proj-
ect in Gurugram as part of its
expansion plan amid strong
demand. The company said it
has launched a super-luxury
project, “The Manor,” in
Gurugram. The company will
develop 120 apartments in this
4.26 acre project. “The price of
each apartment will be around
39 crore,” Kunal Rishi, COO of
Paras Buildtech, said.

Exit polls indicated political stability, policy continuity

Stock markets see big
rally on poll predictions

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, JUNE 3

Exit poll euphoria led to a
mammoth rally in the
market with over 3.25 per
cent gain for Sensex and
NIfty-50 index surpassing
earlier highs and over
¥13.81 lakh crore total
notional gain for investo-
rs. BSE’s market capitali-
sation rose to over 3425.91
lakh crore or $5.13 trillion,
arecord high.

However, analysts
warned of market volatili-
ty on June 4 when election
votes will be counted.

The Sensex gained
2,507.47 points or 3.39 per
cent closing at a new high
of 76,468.78 while Nifty-50
gained 733.20 point or 3.25
per cent at a new all high
of 23,263.9.

As expected market saw
record high opening, rid-
ing the exit poll numbers
for NDA and hopeful of
political stability and eco-
nomic policy continuity.

“Nifty logged its best ses-
sion in over three years, as
investors cheered exit
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polls, along with better-
than-expected India Q4
GDP data, positive global
cues,” said analysts.

“Exit poll has activated
the optimism of a win for
the ongoing government.
PSUs had a humongous
rally, in anticipation of
continuation  of the

reform gains, triggering
further re-rating. The sus-
tenance of broad rally is
anticipated to continue on
the inflows,” said Vinod
Nair, head- Research,
Geojit Financial Services.

The exit poll numbers
attracted foreign investors
who went on a buying

spree with %6,850.76 crore
net buying along with
domestic institutional
investors net buying of
%1,913.98 crore.

In May, foreign investors
were net sellers by
%25,586.33 crore. India’s 10
year government bond
yield dropped to 6.945 per
cent, which led to hefty
gains in PSU bank stocks.

The market saw broad-
based buying. All sectoral
indices closed in green,
with capital goods, PSU
banks, oil and gas, power,
and real estate up 5-7 per
cent, only IT and health-
care underperformed,
said analysts.

The BSE mid-cap index
gained 3.54 per cent while
BSE small-cap index up
2.05 per cent. “The NIfty-
50 index has crossed the
barrier of previous high
of 23,110 and has managed
to stay above it, indicating
strength; however the out-
come of the general elec-
tion, may cause market
volatility,” said Neeraj
Sharma, analyst, Asit C.
Mehta Investment.

Strong growth to upgrade ratings, says Deutsche

Mumbai, June 3: Strong
growth and a narrower
fiscal deficit can lead to a
sovereign rating upgrade
for India, a German bro-
kerage said on Monday.
The government’s com-
mitments on fiscal deficit
to 5.1 per cent in FY25 and
further down to 4.5 per
cent in FY26 “look more
credible now”, analysts at
Deutsche Bank said,

MERCEDES-BENZ
PRICES (300 AMG
AT 260 LAKH

MICHAEL GONSALVES
PUNE, JUNE 3

Mercedes-Benz, the
German luxury car
maker, on Monday intro-
duced the new C 300 AMG
Line priced at %69 lakh at
pan India showroom.

The automaker has also
introduced new features
across the C-Class range
and the GLC SUV. The
new C 300 AMG Line
replaces the C 300d AMG
Line in the C-Class lineup.
It undercuts the BMW
M340i by about %4 lakh.

The C 300 AMG Line is
powered by a 2.0-litre 4-
cylinder turbo-petrol
engine paired with a mild-
hybrid system and a 9-
speed automatic gearbox.

“The top-end C 300 AMG
Line offers the right com-
bination of peak perform-
ance and luxury features,
and its introduction indi-
cates a market shift
towards higher-spec petr-
ol powertrain. The multi-
ple enhancements in com-
fort, technology and safe-
ty will enhance the appeal
of the C-Class and GLC,”
said Santosh Iyer, MD and
chief executive officer at
Mercedes-Benz India.

INCOME | STREAM

Laptops

Taipei, June 3: Qualcomm
Inc. said owners of lap-
tops built on its new chips
will be able to use the com-
puters as much as they
want without having to
worry about the battery
dying.

San Diego-based Qualco-
mm is providing the semi-
conductors underpinning
Microsoft Corp.’s new
breed of Copilot+ PCs that
feature the software
maker’s latest and best
artificial intelligence (AI)
enhancements. Both
Microsoft and Qualcomm
have said the chipmaker’s
hardware is essential for

4’*

pointing out that the num-
ber came in at 5.6 per cent
in FY24 as against the
budgeted 5.8 per cent.
Courtesy the higher
than expected dividend
announcement by the
Reserve Bank of India at
%2.1 lakh crore, the fiscal
deficit for FY25 can come
down to 5 per cent as aga-
inst budgeted 5.1 per cent.
On growth, the note said

it expects real GDP expan-
sion to come at 6.9 per cent
in FY25 and go down fur-
ther to 6.5 per cent in
FY26. “Strong growth,
lower fiscal deficit opens
up room for ratings
upgrade,” the note said.
“A faster-than-anticipat-
ed pace of fiscal consoli-
dation could pave the way
for a sooner-rather-than-
later sovereign rating

540 products get
BIS quality orders

SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, JUNE 3

Since introduction of the
BIS Act in 2017, over 140
quality control orders
(QCOs) have been issued
for more than 550 prod-
ucts. Quality control has
supported better growth
in the respective sectors,
finds GTRI.

The BIS Act simplified
the process of notifying
products, systems, and
services that must meet
specific standards. Some
of the sectors where the
QCOs were issued include
toys, footwear made from
leather, pneumatic tyres
and tubes for automobiles,
steel and steel products
and electronic and infor-
mation technology prod-
ucts, including mobiles,
mobile batteries and lap-
tops.

Arm sees ch

Taipei, June 3: Arm
Holdings aims to gain
more than 50 per cent of
the Windows PC market in
five years, the chip design-
er’s chief executive officer
said, as Microsoft and its
hardware partners pre-
pare to launch a new batch
of computers based on the
British firm’s technology.
Demand for wuse of
Arm’s technology in per-
sonal computers got a

The enforcement of
QCOs and higher import
duties has significantly
reduced the import of
substandard toys, with
India’s toy imports drop-
ping from US$ 304.1 mil-
lion in FY 2019 to US$ 64.9
million in FY 2024 and
imports from China
decreasing from US$ 264.6
million to US$ 41.5 million
in the same period.

It saw a 15 per cent
increase in domestic elec-
tronics production and 20
per cent increase in R&D
spending by companies.

The recall rate for elec-
trical appliances reduced
by 25 per cent.

Industries such as elec-
tronics, textiles, and toys,
have experienced growth
rates of 8-10 per cent post-
implementation, com-
pared to 4-5 per cent
growth before.

upgrade for India,” the
analysts said.

The note said the Indian
economy has exhibited
resilience despite higher
rates for longer, the
Russia-Ukraine war and
Covid prior to that,
though a strong pickup in
real GDP growth during
FY24 can be also attrib-
uted materially to a very
low GDP deflator. — PTI
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Dubai, June 3: Global air-
lines on Monday raised
their profit forecast for
2024 and projected indus-
try-wide revenues just shy
of $1 trillion as a record
number of travellers
board flights.

The international air
transport association
(IATA) said it expected the
worldwide industry to
generate $30.5 billion of
profit this year, higher
than an upwardly revised
$27.4 billion in 2023 as car-
riers keep a lid on under-
lying labour costs despite
recent strikes.

That comes just four
years after the industry
collapsed to a $140 billion
loss in 2020 as a result of
the pandemic.

“The environment is bet-
ter than we had expected,
particularly in Asia,”
director general Willie
Walsh said on the side-
lines of an annual meet-
ing of IATA’s more than
300 members, which acco-

START-UPS RAISE
$1.3 BILLLION IN
MAY, HIGHEST SO
FAR THIS YEAR

SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, JUNE 3

Start-ups raised this cal-
endar year’s highest
investment of $1.3 billion
across 128 deals in May.
The surge in funding in
May can be attributed to
Google-Flipkart’s $350 mil-
lion deal and several
growth stage investments,
finds TheKredible. The
funding in May saw a
nearly 29 per cent sequen-
tial jump over $1 billion
(bn) in April. On a year-on-
year basis, May 2024 also
saw a 32 per cent rise in
investments against $1.01

bn in May 2023.
Since January, home-
grown start-ups have

raised over $5.1 billion
which is likely to reach $12
billion by the year end. In
2023, the total funding in
start-ups stood at $11.3 bn.

Bengaluru-based start-
ups remained on the top
with 52 deals, contributing
around 60 per cent of the
overall funding in May.
Delhi-NCR and Mumbai
followed with 33 and 14
deals, respectively.

E-commerce start-ups
led the show with 25 deals
followed by fintech with 20
deals. “The strong revival
in May might be attrib-
uted to a few large deals,
but even these no doubt
signal confidence in the
market for other investo-
rs,” said TheKredible.

Manufacturing
continues to
expand: 'Survey

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, JUNE 3

India’s manufacturing
growth remained in
expansionary territory in
May. However, it was bit
low due to intensive heat
wave and rising produc-
tion costs that hampered
the volumes, a private sur-
vey showed on Monday:.
As per the survey con-
ducted by seasonally
adjusted HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index
(PMI), the index fell from
to 57.5 in May from 58.8 in
April, signalling a slower
but substantial improve-
ment in the health of the
sector. In the PMI parl-
ance, a print above 50
means expansion while a
score below 50 denotes

contraction.
Indian manufacturers
expressed the highest

level of positive sentiment
towards growth prospects,
fuelled by advertising and
innovation, alongside
expectations that econom-
ic and demand conditions
will remain favourable.

As per the survey, the
slowdown was attributed
to reduced working hours
amid intensive heatwave
and rising production
costs.

“Panelists cited heat
waves as a reason for
lower work hours in May,
which may have affected
production volumes. In
contrast, new export
orders rose at the fastest
pace in over 13 years, with
a broad-based demand
across geography,” said
Maitreyi Das, global econ-
omist at HSBC.

“The manufacturing sec-
tor remained in expan-

traffic to up (SEINES

unt for more than 80 per
cent of global air traffic.

However, the airline
industry warned its abili-
ty to serve a strong
rebound in travel demand
is being hampered by dis-
ruption to global supply
chains, including deliver-
ies of its own fleets.

Passenger yields - or the
average amount paid by a
passenger to fly one mile -
are expected to strengthen
by 3.2 per cent compared
with 2023, IATA said in a
twice-yearly = economic
outlook. In part, that is
because capacity growth

Ip demand rising on new computers

boost after Microsoft
unveiled ambitious plans
last month to launch a
new breed of PCs with
artificial intelligence fea-
tures to compete with
Alphabet and Apple.

Its flagship Windows
operating system will now
run on chips designed by
Arm, whose technology
powered the rise of smart-
phones. “Arm’s market
share in Windows - 1

think, truly, in the next
five years, it could be bet-
ter than 50 per cent,” CEO
Rene Haas said.

Microsoft has made a
significant commitment
to ensure its alternative
technology to Advanced
Micro Devices and Intel's
x86 technology is
embraced by consumers,
building a suite of soft-
ware developer tools to
make it possible to pro-

duce programs that func-
tion on Arm-based chips.
“They’ve (Microsoft) go-
ne way beyond anything
they had (in developer
tools) and they really
picked it up in last couple
of years,” Haas said.
“They are very, very much
committed from a soft-
ware standpoint.”
Microsoft and hardware
are following in Apple’s
footsteps. — Reuters

CEO hullish new devices will diversify sources of revenue for firm

on new chips last longer: Qualcomm

® WINDOWS
LAPTOPS based on
Qualcomm’s
Snapdragon X Elite
systems will have
as much as twice
the battery life of
traditional
counterparts.

making those Al additions
possible - and to process
them efficiently enough to
keep a device running for
a long time without a
recharge.

“We’re really making

history together and the
industry is starting to
take notice,” chief execu-
tive officer Cristiano
Amon said in Qualcomm’s
keynote address at Comp-
utex trade show Monday.

“I believe it’s as signifi-
cant as Windows 95.”
Qualcomm and some of
its peers have spent more
than a decade trying to
loosen the dependency of
the PC industry on Intel
and provide a fresh set of
key components using the
Arm Holdings technology
that’s dominant in the
smartphone industry.
Windows laptops based
on Qualcomm’s
Snapdragon X Elite sys-
tems will have as much as
twice the battery life of
traditional counterparts,
Amon said. And when it
comes to running some Al

features, the power effi-
ciency will be more than
100 times greater, he said.

The CEQO’s bullishness
about the new devices is
part of his attempt to
diversify Qualcomm’s
sources of revenue - the
company’s mobile chips
are ubiquitous across the
smartphone industry, but
it trails rivals in other seg-
ments. The greater effi-
ciency and connectivity
offered by Qualcomm’s
products will help it win
share in a number of new
markets, including auto-
motive and computing, he
has said. — Bloomberg
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is constrained, driving up
average fares.

By contrast, the corre-
sponding figure for cargo
is expected to fall 17.5 per
cent in 2024 as freight
markets return towards
normal patterns after boo-
ming during pandemic.

Airline activity is widely
seen as a litmus test for
business or consumer con-
fidence, as well as trade.

The industry has high
fixed costs and regula-
tions that discourage most
cross-border mergers,
meaning it remains frag-
mented.

“The margin remains
wafer thin; we're still look-
ing at a margin of just
over 3 per cetn,” Walsh
said. “(That) performance
is still well below where
the industry needs to be.”

In Asia, IATA more than
trebled its industry profit
forecast for 2024 to $2.2 bil-
lion despite a sluggish
recovery in international
travel in China. — Reuters

@ INDIAN
MANUFACTURERS
expressed the highest
level of positive senti-
ment towards growth
prospects, fuelled by
advertising and innova-
tion, alongside expecta-
tions that economic and
demand conditions will
remain favourable.

sionary territory in May,
albeit the pace of expan-
sion slowed, led by a softer
rise in new orders and
output. On the price front,
higher raw material and
freight costs led to a rise
in input prices.
Manufacturers were only
able to pass on a part of
this increase to con-
sumers, resulting in a
squeeze in manufacturing
margins,” said Das.

The survey also noted
that new orders rose at a
substantial pace. “The
rise was associated with
marketing efforts,
demand strength and
favourable economic con-
ditions. The growth was
reportedly stymied by
competitions and election-
related disruptions,” the
survey said, adding that
in contrast to the trend for
total sales, new export
orders rose at a faster
pace in May.

JAPAN AIRLINES
IN CODESHARING
DEAL WITH INDIGO

Mumbai, June 3: Japan
Airlines on Monday said
it has entered into a code-
share arrangement with
IndiGo, which would help
the Japanese carrier
expand services to 14 des-
tinations of the domestic
carrier’s network.

At  present, Japan
Airlines operates its serv-
ices to Delhi and Bengalu-
ru from Tokyo. It offers
daily flight services to the

national capital from
Haneda Airport.
“The partnership

expands the choices avail-
able to Japan Airlines
customers for journeys
to/from Japan, using
IndiGo’s extensive net-
work in India,” said
Abhijit DasGupta, senior
vice president for net-
work planning and rev-
enue management at
IndiGo. — PTI

AMD plans to add more

Al-hased chips in 2 yIs

Taipei, June 3: Advanced
Micro Devices (AMD)
unveiled its latest artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)
processors on Monday
and detailed its plan to
develop Al chips over the
next two years in a bid to
challenge industry leader
Nvidia.

At the Computex tech-
nology trade show in
Taipei, AMD chief execu-
tive officer Lisa Su intro-
duced the accelerator,
which is set to be made
available in the fourth
quarter of 2024.

The race to develop gen-
erative Al programs has
led to towering demand
for the advanced chips
used in Al data centers
able to support these com-
plex applications.

“Al is clearly our num-
ber one priority as a com-
pany and we have really
harnessed all of the devel-
opment capability within
the company to do that,”
Su told reporters.

“This annual cadence is
something that is there
because the market
requires newer products
and newer capabilities.
Every year we have the
next big thing such that

we always have the most
competitive portfolio.”

AMD also introduced an
upcoming series of chips
titled MI350, which is
expected to be available in
2025 and will be based on
new chip architecture.

Compared to the cur-
rently available MI300
series of AI chips, AMD
said it expects the MI350
to perform 35 times better
in inference - the process
of computing generative
Al responses.

Additionally, AMD
revealed the MI400 series,
which will arrive in 2026
and will be based on an
architecture called
“Next”.

At the Computex event,
AMD said its latest gener-
ation of central processor
units will likely be avail-
able in the second half of
2024. — Reuters



Delayed flight, lost
luggage greets Oz

ost luggage, flight delays and
gusty winds on landing here
summed up the Australian cricket
team’s rather tumultuous arrival
at Bridgetown, Barbados, for the
T20 World Cup but all-rounder
Ashton Agar said a cruise along
the city’s stunning coastline was
all it needed to calm the
players.Australia will open their
campaign against Oman on June 5.
Pace spearhead Pat Cummins
and fellow fast bowler Mitchell
Starc had come back to Australia
after the IPL for a short break and
while heading to the West Indies,
the former lost his luggage which
eventually did reach him, accord-
ing to a report in ’cricket.com.au’.
“Flight delays also affected Starc
and Maxwell, as the pair had to
spend a night in Los Angeles and
then another night in Miami en
route to Barbados after their own
brief trips back to Australia fol-
lowing the IPL,” the website
reported. Marcus Stonis also had
to miss a practice match after his
kit was delivered late to him.
However, Agar said a cruise on
Saturday has managed to bring in
a sense of calm for the side, which
had to put support staff on ground
during its practice games due to
lack of first-choice players at that
time.

Record prize purse
for T20 World Cup

he International Cricket

Council on Monday announced
a record prize purse of $11.25 mil-
lion for the 2024 T20 World Cup
with the winners pocketing at
least $2.45 million.

The runners-up will receive at
least $1.28 million, while the losing
semi-finalists walk away with
$787,500 each.

The previous edition in 2022 had
a total prize pool of $5.6 million
with winners England receiving
$1.6 million.

“The ninth edition of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup will see the
winners of the 20-team tourna-
ment earn at least $2.45 million,
the highest prize money in the his-
tory of the tournament, along with
the trophy that they will lift at
Kensington Oval in Barbados on 29
June,” said the ICC in a statement.

The four teams that fail to make
it out of the Super 8s will earn
$382,500 each, while the teams
placed ninth, 10th, 11th and 12th
receive $247,500 each. Participants
who finish 13th to 20th place will
return $225,000 each. “And every
team receives an additional $31,154
for each match they win barring
the semifinals and final,” the
sport’s governing body added.

‘Af confident of
chasing big totals’

fghanistan batters have devel-

oped skills and confidence of
chasing down big totals and the
team has ceased to rely on their
bowlers for pulling off favourable
results, captain Rashid Khan
expressed on Monday.

Afghanistan, who have relied on
their world-class spinners more
often than not, have been bolstered
with the rise of the explosive
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Ibrahim
Zadran and Azmatullah Omarzai.

“That is something in the past.
We were struggling a little bit in
the batting area. Earlier, the
bowlers would do a lot more and
help us win the games,” Rashid
said.

“Later on, we got those young-
sters — especially from Under-19
— the way they have worked hard
and got the opportunity to play for
Afghanistan at a very young age,
and then start exploring all
around the world (while) playing
the leagues, where they got better
and better,” he added.
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TOP NORTJE!

Anrich runs through Lanka line-up, SA begin with win

MOSES KONDETY
NEW YORK, JUNE 3

It’s wasn’t a knockout
and South Africa had it
easy. They rode on
Anrich Nortje’s four-
wicket burst to open
their campaign in the
T20 World Cup with a
convincing six-wicket
win over sorry Sri
Lanka at the Nassau
County International
Cricket Stadium here on
Monday.

The Group ‘D’ opener
was a slow dance as the
South Africa sauntered
past Lanka’s substan-
dard 77 with 3.4 overs to
spare. IPL stars Quinton
de Kock (20) and
Heinrich Klaasen (19 not
out) led the chase for the
winners.

Earlier, Lanka strug-
gled on a seaming wicket
to sink to their lowest
total in T20s. South
African quicks ran
through the rival batting
line-up to return with
brilliant figures.
Leading the pack was
Nortje with 4 for 7, fol-
lowed by Kagiso Rabada
(2/21), Keshav Maharaj
(2/22) and Ottneil
Baartman, who knocked
down the first wicket,
with 1/9.

Introduced in the
fourth over, Baartman
made an impressive
start, conceding just one
leg bye and extracting
considerable bounce off
the wicket that got him
the wicket of Pathum
Nissanka caught in the
deep by Klaasen after
making just 3 while con-
suming 8 deliveries. The
South African gave away
just two more runs in
his next over as Sri
Lanka crawled to 24 for 1
at the end of Powerplay.

Nortje struck in the
eighth over, his first, to
send back Kamindu
Mendis who tried to
force the pace and holed
out to Reeza Hendricks
as Lanka slipped to 31
for 2. It soon became 32
for 4 as captain Wanindu
Hasaranga and Sadeera
Samarawickrama fell to
successive balls from

left-arm spinner
Maharaj.
At halfway stage,

Lanka were tottering at
40 with half the side
back in the hut, much to
the disappointment of
their supporters who
had clearly outnum-
bered South African
fans in the stands.

A little later, Charith
Asalanka hit Nortje
straight to Hendricks in
the deep after making a
9-ball 6 that signalled
Lanka’s sixth wicket and
doom.

Angelo Matthews hit
the penultimate ball of
Maharaj’s fourth over
for a six, first of the
innings, to bring up Sri
Lanka’s 50 in the 13th
over.

He hit another maxi-
mum but that was very
much it as his side could
not even last their full
quota of overs with just
three batters getting
into double digits.

Anrich Nortje (left) of South Africa celebra

teé with a teammate after the dismi.ssal df

Sri Lanka batter Kusal Mendis during their T20 World Cup match at the Nassau

County International Cricket Stadium in Westbury, New York, on Monday.

— AP

SCOREBOARD

Srl  Lanka: Pathum
Nissanka c¢ Klaasen b
Baartman 3, Kusal
Mendis c¢ Stubbs b
Nortje 19, Kamindu
Mendis ¢ Hendricks b
Nortje 11, Wanindu
Hasaranga st de Kock b
Maharaj O, Sadeera
Samarawickrama b
Maharaj O, Charith
Asalanka ¢ Hendricks b
Nortje 6, Angelo
Mathews ¢ Baartman b
Nortje 16, Dasun
Shanaka b Rabada 9,
Maheesh Theekshana
not out 7, Matheesha
Pathirana ¢ Markram b
Rabada O, Nuwan
Thushara run out O.
Extras (Ib-3, w-3) 6.
Total (all out in 19.1
overs) 77.

Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-
31, 3-32, 4-32, 5-40, 6-
45, 7-68, 8-70, 9-71.

Bowling: Marco Jansen
3.1-0-15-0, Kagiso
Rabada 4-1-21-2, Ottneil
Baartman 4-1-9-1,
Keshav Maharaj 4-0-22-
2, Anrich Nortje 4-0-7-4.

South Africa: Quinton
de Kock ¢ & b Hasaranga
20, Reeza Hendricks ¢
PHKD Mendis b
Thushara 4, Aiden
Markram c PHKD Mendis
b Shanaka 12, Tristan
Stubbs ¢ Asalanka b
Hasaranga 13, Heinrich
Klaasen not out 19,
David Miller not out 6.

Extras (Ib-3, nb-1, w-2)
6. Total (For 4 wickets
in 16.2 overs) 80.

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-

23, 3-51, 4-58.
Bowling: Angelo
Mathews 3-0-16-0,

Nuwan Thushara 3-0-18-
1, Dasun Shanaka 3-1-6-1,
Matheesha Pathirana 3-
0-12-0, Wanindu
Hasaranga 3.2-0-22-2,
Maheesh Theekshana 1-
0-3-0.

Namibia pip Oman in Super Over

Oman: Kashyap Prajapati low b Trumpelmann O, Naseem Khushi
¢ Gerhard Erasmus b Trumpelmann 6, Agib llyas lbw b
Trumpelmann O, Zeeshan Magsood lbw b Bernard Scholtz 22,
Khalid Kailc and b Wiese 34, Ayaan Khanc Jan Frylinck b
Gerhard Erasmus 15, Mohammad Nadeem lbw b Gerhard
Erasmus 6, Mehran Khan Ibw b Wiese 7, Shakeel Ahmed c
Trumpelmann b Wiese 11, Kaleemullah lbw b Trumpelmann 2,
Bilal Khan not out 1. Extras (lb-2, w-2, nb-1) 5. Total (all out in

Bridgetown (Barbados),
June 3: Namibia’s Ruben
Trumpelmann became the
first player to take wickets
in the first two deliveries
of a T20 international as
his team beat Oman via
the Super Over in a
thrilling T20 World Cup
match here.

David Wiese and skipper
Gerhard Erasmus
smashed 21 runs for
Namibia in the one-over
eliminator with Oman
managing 10 from the
allotted six deliveries
bowled brilliantly by the
seasoned Wiese.

Asked to bat first, Oman
were earlier bowled out
for 109 in 19.4 overs at the
Kensington Oval. In reply,
Namibia were also
stopped at the same team
score with Jan Frylinck
making 45 in 48 balls and
Mehran Khan taking 3/7
to force a Super Over.

This was after Namibia’s
South Africa-born left-
arm fast bowler
Trumpelmann  created

19.4 overs) 109.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-0, 3-10, 4-37, 5-68, 6-78, 7-95, 8-96, 9-99.
Bowling: Ruben Trumpelmann 4-0-21-4, David Wiese 3.4-0-28-
3, Tangeni Lungameni 4-0-18-0, Bernard Scholtz 4-0-20-1,

Gerhard Erasmus 4-0-20-2.

Namibia: Michael van Lingen b Bilal Khan O, Nikolaas Davin ¢
Mohammad Nadeem b Aqib llyas 24, Jan Frylinckb Mehran
Khan 45, Gerhard Erasmus ¢ Zeeshan Magsood b Ayaan Khan
13, JJ Smitc Ayaan Khan b Mehran Khan 8, David Wiese not out
9, Zane Green lbw b Mehran Khan O, Malan Krugernot out 1.
Extras (b-6, w-3) 9. Total (for 6 wickets in 20 Overs) 109.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-42, 3-73, 4-96, 5-105, 6-105.

Bowling: Bilal Khan 4-0-25-1, Shakeel Ahmed 3-0-20-0,
Kaleemullah 2-0-10-0, Aqib llyas 4-1-17-1, Mehran Khan 3-1-7-3

i

Zeeshan Magsood 2-0-12-0, Ayaan Khan 2-0-12-1.

history.

The 26-year-old achieved
the feat when he dis-
missed opener Kashyap
Prajapati and Oman skip-
per Aqib Ilyas for golden
ducks on the first two
balls of the match.

Khalid Kail top-scored
for Oman with 34 in 39
balls.

Trumpelmann took
another wicket in his sec-
ond over and returned
with the career-best fig-
ures of 4/21.

He trapped Kashyap
Prajapati leg before wick-
et with an in-swinging
yorker on the first ball of
the match and then dis-
missed Ilyas with one that
crushed onto the batter’s
toes.

In the process,
Trumpelmann also regis-
tered the best figures for
the team in T20 World Cup
history. He beat the previ-
ous record of 3/17 set by
him against Scotland in
the 2021 edition of the T20
World Cup held in the
UAE.

After sending back
Prajapati and Ilyas off
successive balls,
Trumpelmann dismissed
opener Naseem Khushi
and then returned to pick
up the wicket of
Kalemullah at the death
for his fourth scalp.

Wiese too was among
wickets, returning fine
figures of 3/28 in 3.4 overs
as Oman found it hard to
tackle the Namibia
bowlers. — PTI
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England look
to topple Scots

Bridgetown (Bar-bados),
June 3: Deprived of ideal
preparation by rain,
defending champions
England will hope to get
their act right straight-
away when they face
Scotland in their T20
World Cup opener here on
Tuesday.

Phil Salt will look to
continue his red-hot form
of the Indian Premier
League in the T20 show-
piece, even as pacer Jofra
Archer’s return adds fire-
power to the English
bowling attack.

Rain played spoilsport
in the preceding four-
match T20I series at home
against Pakistan, but
England will still enter
the tournament as one of
the strong contenders to

lift the title for an
unprecedented third
time.

In what will be their
first ever meeting against
the Scots in the shortest
format, the Jos Buttler-
led England will be the
overwhelming favourites
to emerge winners at the
Kensington Oval, which
offered a two-paced wick-
et for the game between
Namibia and Oman on
Sunday evening.

Placed in Group B,
England have traditional
rivals Australia, Namibia
and Oman for company
besides Scotland.

To reach the Super
Eight stage, teams will
have to finish in the top
two of a group.

In white-ball cricket, it
hasn’t been smooth sail-
ing for England since
their five-wicket-victory
over Pakistan in the final
of the last T20 World Cup
in Melbourne in 2022.

A year after their suc-
cess in Australia,
Buttler’s men endured a

Pacer Jofra Archer’s
return adds firepower to
the English bowling
attack against Ireland.

disastrous campaign at
the ODI World Cup in
India, finishing seventh
after winning three and
losing six of their nine

matches including a
painful defeat to
Afghanistan.

AFGHANISTAN EYE
WINNING START

In the day’s other match,
Afghanistan will be the
overwhelming favourites
against Uganda at the
Providence in Guyana.
The Africans are making
their maiden appearance
in the tournament.
Afghanistan did
extremely well in the last
ICC tournament, beating
the likes of England,
South Africa and
Pakistan in the ODI
World Cup in India last
year, and they will cer-
tainly take heart from
that showing in this tour-
nament. — PTI

SAMSON COUNTING ON
HIS EXPERIENGE AT WG

New York, June 3:
Despite being focused on
leading his team in the
IPL, the thought of the
impending World Cup
selections was at the
back of his mind and he
has come “most pre-
pared”, said Indian
wicketkeeper-batter
Sanju Samson.

The Rajasthan Royals
skipper had another suc-
cessful IPL season
where he scored 531
runs including five half-
centuries and he finally
got his due when he was
selected in the 15-mem-
ber India squad for the
T20 World Cup in the US
and West Indies.

“This is the most pre-
pared or experienced
Sanju Samson has come
into this World Cup,
actually,” said Samson
in video posted by the
BCCI on Monday:.

“Ten years of lots and
lots of failures, few suc-
cesses here and there.
Life in cricket has
taught me everything I
needed to know before
we come to this crucial
tournament.”

A highly underrated
wicketkeeper-batter,
Samson despite his pro-

lific run with the bat in
the IPL, has played just
16 ODIs and 25 T20Is.

“The IPL covered all
my mind space, I think.
There was a lot to do,
there was a lot to think
being the captain of the
side. I think my mind
was always occupied,
but somewhere at the
back of the mind it was
there, the World Cup
selections are also
around.”

The 29-year-old added
that getting the call-up
to represent the country
in the World Cup was
like a dream come true.

“It was a huge thing,
actually. It was like one
of the best things which
could have happened to
my career and those
thoughts keep on play-
ing.” — PTI

PRAGG LOSES TO ALIREZA,
CARLSEN JUMPS TO LEAD

Stavanger (Norway), June 3: The brother-sister Indian
duo of R. Praggnanandhaaa and R. Vaishali suffered
defeats in their respective section while Magnus
Carlsen justified his top billing with a win over an off-
colour Ding Liren to surge to sole lead on 12 points in
the Norway Chess tournament here. Fabiano Caruana
also scored over compatriot Hikaru Nakamura to help
Carlsen emerge as the front runner for the crown in
the six-player double round-robin contest.
Pragganandhaa lost to Firouzja Alireza of France in
the Armageddon tiebreaker after suffering a bit
through the Classical game too while Vaishali went
down to world women’s champion Wenjun Ju of China
who outplayed the Indian in the endgame.

With four rounds still to come in both sections,
Carlsen is now followed by Nakamura on 11 points
while Praggnanandhaa is still third on 9.5 points in all.

Alireza is on fourth spot with eight points in all and
Caruana follows him with 6.5 points. Surprisingly,
China’s Ding Liren seems completely out of sorts with
just 2.5 points thus far, needing a miracle to come back
in the tournament. — PTT

Paris,

June 3. Aryna
Sabalenka’s dominant run

the quarterfinals.
“She’s a tough opponent.

Sabalenka rolls, Medvedev out

quarterfinals at Roland
Garros

since

Lleyton

ADDP REVOKES
BAJRANG’S BAN

Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan plays a shot against
Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina during their fourth round
match of the French Open at the Roland Garros

Stadium in Paris on Monday.

— AP

at the French Open con-
tinued Monday with a 6-2,
6-3 win over Emma
Navarro to reach the quar-
terfinals. The Belarusian,
ranked second in the
world, is now one win
away from her seventh
straight Grand Slam semi-
final appearance. She will
face the winner of the
match between Varvara
Gracheva and Mirra
Andreeva in the quarterfi-
nals.

Other results included
No. 12 Jasmine Paolini
defeating Elina
Avanesyan 4-6, 6-0, 6-1, and
No. 4 Elena Rybakina
advancing past Elina
Svitolina 6-4, 6-3. Paolini
and Rybakina will meet in

She’s moving well and hit-
ting the ball quite heavily.
I'll have to focus on my
footwork,” Rybakina, the
2022 Wimbledon champi-
on, said of Paolini.

With temperatures in
Paris approaching 22
degrees Celsius, the
absence of rain allowed
the matches on Court
Philippe Chatrier and
Court Suzanne Lenglen to
proceed with an open roof.

It is far from the scorch-
ing heat Alex De Minaur
grew up with back home
in Australia. The 11th-
seeded De Minaur rallied
past No. 5-seeded Daniil
Medvedev 4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-3
to become the first
Australian to reach the

Hewitt in 2004. Medvedev
had some treatment on his
right foot during the sec-
ond set.

BOPANNA-EDBEN
ADVANCE

Meanwhile, Rohan
Bopanna and Matthew
Ebden erased a one-set
deficit to edge past the
fighting pair of N. Sriram
Balaji and MA Reyes-
Varela Martinez in the
Super Tie-breaker, mov-
ing to the quarterfinals.
The second-seeded Indo-
Australian pair kept its
cool in crunch moments
to come out 6-7(2) 6-3 7-6

(10-8) winners in the
men’s doubles third
round. — Agencies

New Delhi, June 3: The National
Anti-Doping Agency’s
Disciplinary Panel (ADDP) on
Monday revoked the provisional
suspension imposed on Bajrang
Punia till NADA issues a Notice of
Charge to the wrestler, who had
refused to provide his sample for
dope test after the selection trials
in March.

NADA had suspended Tokyo
Games bronze medallist Bajrang
on April 23 and subsequently the
world governing body UWW also
took similar action.

The trials to pick the men’s
national team for the Asian
Olympic Qualifiers in Bishkek
were held in Sonepat on March 10
and Bajrang had walked off the
venue without providing his urine
sample after losing a bout. — PTT



