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_ Says it will help unite society inan
‘increasingly uncertain world’, P 10

‘Celebration
across Bengal':
Didi wishes KKR

1 yengal CM Mamata Ba-
Jnerjee wished Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) for
1 their superla-

d tive victory
4 over Sunris-
ers Hydera-

bad (SRH) in
the IPL finals
held at the MA Chidamba-
ram Stadium on Sunday
“Kolkata Knight Riders’
win has brought about an
airof celebration all across
Bengal. [ would like to per-
sonally congratulate the
players, the support staff
and the franchise for their
record-breaking perform-
ance in this season of the
IPL. Wishing for more such
enchanting victories in the
yearstocome!” nn

Loaded dumper
crashes into
bus, 12 killed

‘welve pilgrims, includ-
ing three children, were
killed in Shahjahanpur
when a gravel-laden dumper
truck crashed and overturn-
ed on a parked bus carryving
about 50 people going to Pur-
nagiri temple in Uttarak-
hand on Saturdaynight. A 10-
vear-old boy, sent to fetch a
bottle of water by his father
moments before the acci-
dent, survived while his dad,
still in the bus, was killed.
Another passenger and his
wife, having dinner at the
restaurant where the bus
had stopped, asked their son
to keep a bag inside the bus.
The 15-yvear-old died but his
parents survived. FLAP OPP

Club near Porshe
crash spot sealed

"xcise officials on Satur-

~day sealed a Pune pubin
front of which a 17-vear-old
driving a Porsche Taycan
hit and killed two bike-
borne techies on May 19, Of-
ficials said the pub served
liguor without wverifying
customers’ age. FLAP OPP

4 In a political gamble, UK PM Sunak says
. 18-yr-olds will have to do mandatory nat’'l
\ service if his party wins July 4 election.

THE TIME

i TIRAES

Over 670 feared dead in Friday's Papua
New Guinea’s landslide, says Int’|
Organization for Migration. The UN
agency bases its toll estimate on info
that over 150 houses were buried, P 10
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Elon Musk plans to build a
supercomputer to support development liﬁ
of his Al startup xAl. It will be ‘at least -
four times the size of the biggest GPU
clusters that exist today' P 10
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Swati Maliwal alleges receiving rape &
death threats following ‘orchestrated |
campaign of character assassination’
by AAP colleagues and posting of
‘one-sided video’ by a YouTuber, P 6

4

Team KKR celebrate in Chennai. Only CSK and MI have won more IPL titles than KKR

» KKR beat SRH by 8 wickets
to win their third IPL title.
Spearheaded by Starc (2/14) &
Russell (3/19), KKR dismissed
their opponents for just 113,
the lowest-ever total in an IPL
final, before Venkatesh (52*) &
Gurbaz (39)won it in 10.3 overs

» |t was KKR's hat-trick of
wins over SRH this time, having
beaten them both in the league
stage and also in the qualifer

> |t was a special night for KKR
mentor Gautam Gambhir, who
captained the franchise to IPL
titles in 2012 and '14

» The spell of 8/81 by KKR
pacers (Starc 2, Russell 3, Rana
2, Arora 1 wkt) is the 2nd best
performance by a pace attack
in a playoff game in IPL, behind
9/107 by MI vs CSK at Eden
Gardens in 2013 final

FULL COVERAGE | P 13 & 14

Phase 6 turnout rises to 63.4%,
exceeds polling in previous lap

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Overall voter
turnout in the LS polls' sixth
phase held on Saturday stood
revised at over 63.4% by Sun-
day evening, beating the phase
5 polling percentage that at
62.2% remains the lowest so
far. However, the turnout for
phase 6 is still way lower than
the polling in first four phases.

Polling data officially
shared by Election Commis-
sion at 11.45pm on Saturday
had put the phase 6 turnout at
61.2%. It has since been con-
stantly updated via EC's voter
turnout app as more polling
parties returned and submit-
ted their reports, resulting in
a 2.2 percentage-point jump
over the polling day figure. Al-
s0, the phase 6 turnout is now
1.2 percentage points higher
than phase 5 polling, notwith-
standing the high temper-
aturesrecorded inmany of the
constituencies that went to
polls on Saturday:

The turnout data for phase
6, as available on the EC app at
10pm on Sunday, is almost final
as no repoll was scheduled af-

" PM: Oppn wants to
turn India’s majority ~ detective chief in city,
into 2nd-class citizens = says suspect fled to U

Pankaj Shah & Shalabh | Tnn

Lucknow: PM Narendra
Mm:'u up ped the ante on Sun-
day against IN-
DIA bloc consti-
tuents Congress
and SP over
“Muslim reser-
vation”, alleging
lh'u repeated attempts of the
twoallies to snatch the rights
of backward communities
and appease their vote bank
would someday “turn the co-
untry’s majority community
into second-class citizens”.
“To illustrate how dange-
rous they (SP and Congress)
are, let me put this on record.
In 2012, during assembly
polls in UR, SP declared in its
manifesto that just as Dalits
and OBCs enjoy reservation,
50 will Muslims. SP went to
the extent of saying it would
even rewrite the Constitu-
tion to do s0,” he said during
acampaign stop in Mirzapur,

P ‘3 big conspiracies’, P8

BJP has crossed

majority mark, will

win 370+: Nadda

3 JP president J P Nadda
HHK[H‘EHE&Ed confidence of
the party winning over 370
seats in Lok Sabha polls, rep-
orts Akhilesh
Singh.
He said BJP
t would make sig-
5 "'—" 4 nificant gains in

FULL INTERVIEW | P 8

states like Bengal, Odisha.
Telangana and Andhra Pra-
desh while retaining its dom-
inance in north and central
India. “BJP on its own has
already crossed the majority
mark... some guesstimates
suggest it has won 310 seats
after five phases. After seven
phases, NDA will go past
400. People trust Narendra
Modi and are voting for BJP
to make him PM again,”
Nadda said.

FIGURE REMAINS UNCHANGED IN UP

i B

Bengal 3 827
Odisha 9.6 74.5
Jharkhand 63.8 654
Haryana 604 64.8
NCT of Delhi 577 58.7
Bihar 552 572
JEK 54.3 54.8
Uttar Pradesh 54 54
Overall 612 63.4

ter scrutiny held on Sunday in
the presence of candidates or
their agents, sources told TOL.
However, the current turnout
figures for all the phases are
based on EVM votesand do not
factor in postal ballots since
the latter are counted only on
results day:

Statewise turnouts, as up-
dated in the voter turnout app
by Sundav evening, show the
biggest rise of 4.9 percentage
points in Odisha, up from
69.6% at 11.45pm on Saturday
to 74.5% on Sunday evening.

p Uptick in Haryana, P 8

At 82.7%, Bengal's
highest in phase 6

I )uring the sixth phase of

elections in eight LS seats
on Saturday, Bengal recorded
its highest turnout of all phas-
es, with the average polling
percentageat82.7. In phasel of
polls on April 19, this figure
was 81.9%. AtSpmon Saturday,
the polling percentage was
77.9% and there was an addi-
tionof lessthan 5% votes inthe
final hour. In the earlier phas-
es, polling had increased sig-
nificantly in the final hour P6

MP murder: Dhaka

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Dwaipayan Ghosh | Tnn

Kolkata: Almost a fortnight
since the alleged murder of
Bangladeshi MP Anwarul
Azim Anar in a flat in New
Town, a team of policemen
from Dhaka, headed by their
detective chief, reached Kol-
kata and said they suspected

mastermind Akhtaruzza-
man Shaheen — a childhood
friend of Anar — had fled to

the US.

Bangladesh is seeking In-
terpol’s help to catch him.

Thecopssaidafallout bet-
ween the MP and Akhtaruz-
zaman over the proceeds
fromagold smuggling racket
may have been the motive for
the former’'s murder in cold
blood.

The Bangladeshi detecti-
ve chief went to Bagjola ca-
nal in Polerhat, off Bhangar,
where cops were using fis-
hing nets and underwater
drones to trace the chopped-
up body parts without suc-
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Dlsaster management group
personnel search for the MP's
body in Bhangar on Sunday

cess. “The mastermind left
the city on May 10,” said Mo-
hammad Harun-or-Rashid,
chief, Dhaka Metropolitan
Police’s Detective Branch
(DB), adding, “He fled to Del-
hi, from where he fled to
Kathmandu and Dubai. We
suspect he is now hiding in
the US. We, along with the
Kolkata CID, areseeking help
from Interpol tonabhim.”

p-‘Extradition treaty’, P 4

For Kapadia, before her triumph
at Cannes was trouble at FTII

S Africa fines
SBI for violating
laundering laws

'he Prudential Authori-

ty, South African Reser-
ve Bank, has imposed admi-
nistrative sanctions and a
monetary penalty on SBIfor
violating the country’s anti-
money laundering laws. SBI
said the action on the South
African branch included an
immediate payment of 5.5
million rand (Rs 2.5 crore)
and 4.5 million rand (Rs 2
crore) payable over 36
months. SBI said the penal-
tv was imposed in terms of
section45C of the Financial
Intelligence Centre Act 38
of 2001, ‘for not complying
with certain provisions of
the FIC Act or any other
order or directive made in
termsof theact’. P11

: ti-national”
: nation. The voung filmmaker,
: whose All We Imagine as
: Light'

Ardhra.Nair@timesgroup.com

ine years are all it took
N for FT1I graduate Payal
Kapadiato go from “an-
to toast of the

clinched the Grand
Prix at Cannes on Saturday,

was a student at the country’s
: cradle of

p EDIT: All We Can Create

cinema and TV

Reulars

She had prtested in 2!]].5 against
Gajendra Chauhan's appointment

: whenshebraved chantsof “go
: to Pakistan™ for participating
: inal3g-day protest in 2015aga-
: inst the appointment of actor
: Gajendra Chauhan as the
: institute’s chairperson,

She, along with 34 other

: former students, continue to

wage a legal battle over a case
filed by the then institute’s di-
rector, Prashant Pathrabe, al-
leging their involvement in
cheraoing him and vandali-
sing his office that vear:,
Butaday after conquering
Cannes, there was not a trace

of rancour in Payal’'s words.
Allshereflected wastheafter-
glow of anunprecedented tri-
umph that she gracefully sha-
red with fellow filmmakers
from India.
“It'sagreatfeelingtorecel-
ve this prize because there are
somany good films from India
alongside ours, and we feel a
part of the larger family of
filmmakers. We have three
films from FTII directors this
time. My FTII batchmate Mai-
sam Ali's film ‘In Retreat’ is
the first Indian entry to Can-
nes’ ACID sidebar (Associa-
tion for the Diffusion of Inde-
pendent Cinema),” she told
TOI from the French Riviera.

»‘FTil batchmates...', P 9

Bangalir Mone Modi

Your city will be enchanted by Modi's magic

The Honorahle Prime Minister in Kolkata
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WHEN WILL KOLKATA'S OLDEST TRAM
ROUTE BE BACK, ASK COMMUTERS | 4
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Sukhomoy S5en

Saikat Ray
& Suman Chakraborti | Tun

Kolkata: Civic agencies in
and around Kolkata worked
through Sunday to take
guard against evelone Remal,
which made landfall late on
Sunday evening.

More than 14,000 EMC
workers were  deployed
across the 144 wards to com-
bat disruptions and all lock
gates to the Hooghly were
shut to prevent possible floo-
ding triggered by an active
high tide, said Kolkata mayor
Firhad Hakim.

Taking a lesson from the
devastating effects of Amp-
han, KMC has kept tree cut-
ters, dumpers, pavloaders
and heavy-duty cranes ready
toremove uprooted trees, said
Hakim, appealing to resi-
dents of insecure buildings to
take refuge at the camps set
up in several KMC primary
schools. The mayor made it
clear that though KMC was
ready with hundreds of hea-
vy-duty pumps to flush out
storm water, in the event of
continuous downpour, it may
take time to free the citv of
waterlogging.

While the sewerage and
drainage department offici-
als checked the conditions of
drainage pumping stations,
KMC’s parks department otti-
cials set up teams of tree cut-

(Top) A girl takes a selfie in front of the Hooghly on Sunday; (above)
an uprooted tree near Babughat

Lakes and parks closed

MDA shut Rabindra

Debabrata Shorme

ters and deployed them at vul- Sarobar (inpic) for 24
nerable points across 16 boro-  hoursfrom3pmon Sunday as
ughs. On Sunday, civic wor- asafety measureahead of

Remal. Other lakes and parks,
like Subhas Sarobar, Satyajit
Ray Park, Paatulifloating
market and Benubanachhaya, | : Z i
were also closed. “We closed all lakes and parks maintained by
KMDA from Sunday 3 pm till Monday 3 pm. All clubs of Sarobar
were intimated,” a KMDA official said. KMC also shut its parks
and gardens, including Millennium Park. A Calcutta Rowing Club
notice said it will remain closed till 5 pm on Monday. Authorities
said there were apprehensions that trees may be uprooted and
the situation will be assessed on Monday morning.

kers removed 15 frees that
were uprooted across the city,
The buildings department
has formed teams to keep vi-
g1l on the highly insecure bu-
ildings that might collapse
due to heavy rain. The ligh-
ting and electricity depart-
ment, in association with
CESC, has been identifving
and repairing loose wiresaro-
und feeder boxes of street
lamp posts to prevent electro-

high tide in the Hooghly Ac- Hooghly from 1.30 pm to 6 pm

Exams deferred

xams and events scheduled

for Monday have been
pushed back. Presidency
University registrar Debajyoti
Konar issued a notice saying UG
and PG 2nd-sem exams were
deferred to June 18. 5t Xavier's
College rescheduled the 2nd
and 4th sem exams to May 30
and June 3. JUand CU also
rescheduled exams and said
new dates will be announced
later. Scottish Church College's
drama club workshop has also
been pushed back. T

for housing societies and resi-

- e e - dents' welfare associations to
check that roofs, terraces and

Shﬂws Cﬂ“:ﬂ“ﬂd balconies were clear of loose
Suuth City authorities items. Residents were advi-
suspended all movie sed to keep vehicles inside the
shows after5 pm on Sunday. parking bay and builders and

The South City mall, too, was
shut early, at 8 pm. City Centre
management didn't cancel
shows. The shows are
automatically cancelled if
peopledon’tturnup, an
official said. twn

developers were asked to se-
cure loose materials at const-
ruction sites with proper net
covers. NKDA also supplied
drinking water for an exten-
ded period on Sunday, appre-
hending a possible disruption
on Monday The authorities
kept additional pumps on
standbv to drain out excess
storm water from the streets
and a team of civil defence vo-
Ihunteers was deployved from
Saturday morning.

BMC also 1ssued an advi-
sory for residents of Salt Lake
and Rajarhat Gopalpur to re-
move flower pots and iron
items from the railings on ro-
ofs and balconies, fill up wa-
ter tanks and keep mobiles
charged. BMC has kept a te-
am ready to remove uprooted
trees and street poles,

The urban development
and municipal affairs depart-
ment set up a control room
and issued guidelines for all
civic bodies. All fire stations
across districts are on alert
and divisional fire officers
were in touch with CESC, sta-
te electricity board and disas-

the lock gates in the morning
and afternoon on Monday for
the same reason. We fear if
heavy rain lashes Kolkata, se-
veral areas will go under wa-
ter for long hours as the lock
gates will remain closed,” sa-
id a KMC official.

Areas like the Garden Re-
ach-Metiabruz belt, Behala,
Garia, and neighbourhoods
off Bypass, which don't have
an underground drainage sy-
stem, could get inundated ea-
sily after adownpour. “We are
keeping portable pumps rea-
dv,"” said an official.

In Salt Lake, New Town
and Sector V, Bidhannagar
Municipal Corporation (B-
MC), New Town Kolkata De-
velopment Authority (NK-
DA) and Nabadiganta Indust-
rial Township Authority
(NDITA) opened control ro-

cution if streets get flooded.
The drainage department
officials are worried about a

cording to a KMC source, the
civie body on Sunday decided
tocloseall lock gatesalongthe

due to the presence of a 16.28-
ft high tide.
“We will also need to close

oms with disaster manage-
ment teams ready;
NEKDA issued an advisory

ter management authorities
to act in emergency situa-
tions.

MAJOR BAY OF BENGAL EYGI.EIHEE SIHGE 2009

TRACKING REMAL

Remal is first pre-monsoon cyclone eastward at 15 kmph
this year. Cyclones in the Bay of > May 25 afternoon | Severe
Bengal usually occur in May and Oct | cycione in east-central Bay.

By evening, system moving & 130 kmph

northwards at 12 kmph

> May 26, 11 am | Remal
in north Bay, 260 km
southwest of Khepupara
and 240 km southeast of
Sagar Island, moving with
wind speed of 90 kmph-100
kmph, gusting up to 110
kmph at cyclone's centre
> May 26 afternoon | Kolkata gets

first spell of thunderstorm linked to
Remal till afternoon

> May 26 night | 23.9 mm rainfall in
Kolkata till 8 pm

» May 22 | Low-pressure area
over southwest Bay, off
coasts of north TN and
south Andhra Pradesh

» May 23 | It turned
into a well-marked
low-pressure area over
west-central Bay

> May 24 afternoon |
Depression at east-
central Bay; Bengal under pre-
cyclone watch

» May 24-25 morning | Deep
depression in east-central Bay
of Bengal. System moving north-

The name
‘Remal’ has

been given the SSHWS

by Oman,
meaning ‘sand’
in Arabic

26, 2019

» Aila | The severe cyclone hit the
coastal parts of Bengal, particularly
in S & N 24 Pgns on May 25, 2009, with
wind speed ranging between 120 kmp

» Phailin | The very severe cyclonic
storm struck the Odisha coast on

Oct 10, 2013. The next day, it became
equivalent to a Category 5 hurricane on

» Fani | The extremely severe cyclonic
storm was the most severe tropical
cyclone to strike Odisha since the 1999
Odisha cyclone. Fani originated from a
tropical depression that formed west
of Sumatra in the Indian Ocean on April

» Amphan | The super cyclone was
the most powerful and catastrophic

tropical cyclone, and caused
widespread damage in Bengal and
Odisha, and in Bangladesh, in May
2020. It was the strongest tropical
cyclone to strike the Ganges Delta and
the 4th super cyclone to hit Bengal and
Kolkata since 2015. It triggered over 200
mm rain in Kolkata and a consistent
wind speed of over 100 kmph

KOL CINE-FRATERNITY ELATED OVER CITY LINK
TO CANNES GRAND PRIX WIN | 4

Agencies toil through Sun to reduce Mon pain

KMC Shuts Hooghly Lock Gates, Deploys Tree Cutters; BMC, NKDA Issue Advisory

Air fares soar: T79k for
Chennai, Z39Kk for Del

Subhro Niyogi
& Tamaghna Banerjee | Tun

Kolkata: A mad scramble for
tickets to fly out of the city on
Sunday morning took air fares
to stratospheric levels before
Kolkata airport shut down for
21 hours, from noon on Sunday
to 9 am on Monday. Between
midnight and 12.16 pm, the air-
port hosted 12,833 passengers
who left aboard 71 flights and
10,283 who flew in on 63 air-
craft. Airlines said most of the
vacant seats were booked on
saturday night and in the ear-
Iy hours of Sunday.

On Sunday morning, Air
India offered the quickest tra-
vel option to Chennai — in 7
hours and 40 minutes. But one
had to fly to Mumbai and
switch to a Chennal-bound
flight. The fare worked out to
Rs79.403at 7.30am. Seatsondi-
rect flights to other major citi-

CLOSURE

es onnearly all airlines had be-
en booked to capacity at that ti-
me. Only a few seats were emp-
ty on a few flights of Air India
and associate carriers Vistara
and Air India Express, which
sold at sky-high prices.

By 7.30 am on Sunday, there
was no viable flight to Hydera-
bad. The limited seats on a di-
rect Vistara flight to Delhi at
Rs 33,458 were booked fast, fol-
lowing which the fare increa-
sed to Ks 39,663 on an Al flight.
A few seats were availableona
direct Al flight to Mumbai for
Rs33,340. An Al Expressdirect
flight to Bengaluru had seats
for Rs 19,883. Al had seats for
Guwahati at Rs 20,193, But the-
re was no option available to
fly to Bagdogra. Airport offici-
als said people had queued up
before booths at the departure

Truncated
metro ops on
N-S corridor

Kolkata: Metro started regu-
lating services from 5.30 pm
on Sunday as asafety measure
against the inclement weat-
her conditions. Services were
suspended between Tolly-
gunge and New Garia on the
N-§ line and truncated servi-
ces were run on both direc-
tions between Dakshineswar
and Mahanayvak Uttam EKu-
mar stations.

There was no service on
either East-West Metro, Joka-
Majerhat or New Garia-Ruby
lines on Sunday.

Help strays out in Amphan lesson: Housing societies

storm: Pet lovers

Sarthak Ganguly &
Poulami Roy Banerjee | Tnn

Aaheli Chowdhury

'LET THEM LIVE'

Kolkata: Bracing for the im-
pact of cyclone Remal, resi-
dents of high-rise housing
complexes are fortifying the-
ir guards this time keeping
inmind the shortcomings fa-
ced during Amphan four ye-
arsago. Theresidents’ welfa-
re committees circulated ad-
visories and notices in their
WhatsApp groups on Sun-
day to ensure the safety
of residents.

In most of the high-rises,
residents have been advised
to keep their doors and win-
dows shut, and abstain from
keeping flower pots or trin-
kets in the balconies and ter-
races. “We have learnt from
our previous mistakes, espe-
cially during Amphan that
caused waterlogging and al-
so damaged our lifts. This ti-
me, we have closed all 1ift ro-
oms to ensure no water en-

Kolkata: Amidst the precau-
tions being taken to combat
the impact of Remal, an appe-
alfrom animal lovers hasbeen
widely circulating on the soci-
al media urging people not to
drive away stray dogs and cats
if thev come to take shelter
Some animal lovers, inclu-
ding pet owners, in thecity ha-
ve already opened their balco-
nies to give shelter to the stra-
vsduring the cvelone.

Thestrays havetherightto
live and don't force them to
die, the appeal mentioned.

Considering the adverse
situationsthestrays might ha-
vetofaceafterthelandfall, the
animal lovers have put up wa-
terproof covers, kept food and
stored towels and antiseptic
medicines for them.

Some NGOs have also ma-
de arrangements for the stra-

I have kept the

balcony ready for
them and arranged for
towels, cardboard

boxes and blankets

Somdutta Bhattacharya | »
. NORTH KOLKATA RESIDENT

| have put up a

plastic sheet in the
premises of my house.
Instead of driving them

away, contact NGOs

Pratim Chowdhury | & sair
LAKE RESIDENT

shut lifts, secure trees with ropes -

BRACING FOR REMAL

> Keeping all windows, doors, balconies
and terraces shut

» Remaving loose objects like flower pots
and trinkets from balconies and terraces

» Emergency first-aid kits

I We have closed all lift rooms

and also kept pumps ready in
the basement to drain out rainwater

Manov Mehra | PRESIDENT OF SIDDHA PINES
| WELFARE ASSOCIATION 3

We are prepared to face Remal

by tving up all large trees

Manoj Gupta | secrRETARY OF SOUTH CITY
APARTMENT OWNERS' ASSOCIATION

Precautions being taken to save trees
and avoid flooding of electrical room

NS

of South City Apartment
Owners' Association, said,

several high-rises have
also charged the generators

vs in the city For instance,
Susmita Roy, whorunsa NGO-
cum-animal hospital at Ma-
heshtala, said, “From Satur-
day, we have opened doors of
our hospital’s ground floor for
thestrays. Ishifted adogto the
Remal-special shelter in the
clinicafter I spotted sittingun-
der my parked car. Our team
will move around the city and
rescue the affected strays.”
Somdutta Bhattacharya, a
second-vear M.A student and
a resident of north Kolkata,
said, “I have kept the balcony
of my house ready for them. I

have arranged for towels,
cardboard boxes and blankets
for street dogs or cats that will
come tomy house in search of
shelter. 1 am also keeping a
bowl of fresh water and dry fo-
od for them. I have a medical
kit at home and it will help me
nurse the wounds of strays,
if any”

Pratim Chowdhury, a Salt
Lake resident, “1 have putupa
plastic sheet in the premises
of my house . Instead of dri-
ving away the stravs, people
should contact NGOs and
send them to animal homes.”

ters there and also kept rea-
dy pumps in the basement to
drain out rain water,” said
Manov Mehra, president of
Siddha Pines Welfare Asso-

clation.

Mehra added, “During
the landfall of cyclone Re-
mal, we have planned to keep
one lift open in each block in
caseof any emergency while
the rest would be closed. Be-
sides, we have also taken up
precautions to ensure that
water doesnot enter the elec-

trical rooms.”

Manoj Gupta, secretary

“During Amphan, one of the
walls in our complex had col-
lapsed and several trees had
fallen. Even the lifts were in-
undated. We are prepared to
face Remal by tying all large
trees with ropes and keeping
thelifts shut to avoid any wa-
terlogging. All clubs and
other facilities like the
swimming pool have also be-
en closed. Our complex’s
emergency teamcomprising
fire-fighters, eleciricians
and plumbers has also been
kept ready to tackle any
emergency.”

and arranged for extra fuel
if there is power cut due to
the cyvclone. “We have asked
residents not to use the ter-
race , keep windows closed,
let lifts stay closed on the
first floor, tie all tall trees,
and advised the residents to
remove any loose items from
their balconies and window
panes,” said Rajesh Kumar,
president of the Resident's
Core Commitiee in Silver
Spring. The committee has
also requested CESC to in-
form them about any power-
cutinadvance.

Residents of City Center
II have taken measures like
keeping excess water in
tanks, and storing diesel to
rungenerator:

The president of the Resi-
dency Apartment Owners'
Association, Kamal Kaul, sa-
id, “We have requested the
residents tooptimize the use
of water. Also we have made
accommeodations for the ho-
usekeeping staff and other
workers in the complex. So,
they would not have to face
any problem if thev get
stuck here due to the cyclo-
ne. Emergency medical Kits
have also been kept ready™

Mayukh Sengupta

RUSH FOR MORNING TICKETS

A rain-drenched Kolkata airport on Sunday morning

> Flights have been

» DigiYatra gates covered

parked inside with plastic sheets,
hangars and d electricity to DigiYatra kiosks
wheels secured disconnected and cable lines
with n:hama. taped o
> Trolleys tied > Solar panels and | :
with ropes S. high mast lights to @
> Closed glass be lowered €S
doors strengthened > Electronic display
by placing sand boards outside | =
sacks on both the terminal to be E
sides lowered - 4
level, a rare sight given that They have rescheduled me on
mostbookingsnow happenon-  a flight two days later,” said
line. “When people reached Waahid Shah.
the counter, they were either Nine flights departing Kol-

shocked at the fare or learnt
that there was no flight op-
tion,” said an official.

The last to fly out on Sun-
day was an IndiGo flight to
Bengaluru at 12,16 pm., More
than an hour earlier, the last
flight to arrive was an IndiGo
aircraft from Varanasi.

Many who were unaware
of the closure had reached the
airportonly tobe turned away.
*1 was booked on a flight to
Bagdogra and didn't get any
message about the closure, [ re-
ached the airport with my fa-
mily of three only to learn that
operations were suspended.

kata before noon were cancel-
led as airlines opted to use the
carriers on other sectors.
Mitali Chatterjee, who was
to take a flight to Bhubanesh-
war at 1L05 am, said, “Our
flicht was before noon but it
was cancelled. Our schedule
has gone haywire,” she said.
“Afterasix-daytripto USA and
Mexico, I landed in Delhi on
Sunday. | was looking forward
to going home but was told
flights to Kolkata were suspen-
ded till 9 am on Monday,” said
industrialist Sanjay Budhia.
(With inputs from
Mayvukh Sengupta)

station on Sunday

TAKING PRECAUTIONS

A worker secures a train coach with a chain at Shalimar

Hosps reschedule
ops, admissions

Prithvijit.Mitra@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Cyclone Remal sent
hospital schedules haywire
as several were forced to post-
pone their planned surgeries
for the day and patients defer-
red scheduled admissions on
Sunday and Monday, fearing
disruptions.

A few hospitals chose to
conduct some surgeries ahe-
ad of the schedule on Sunday
morning while OPDs saw a
huge rush during the first
half of the day before the ra-
Ins gained intensity by the af-
ternoon.

Ruby General Hospital de-
ferred six surgeries on Sun-

day and cancelled ter

new ones till at le- I‘FEAR OF the -
ast Monday. A few 1 dance drop-
admitted patients DISRUPTION ped to zero.

will be operated till12nconon
Monday. “ We have 24 admis-
sions scheduled on Monday
of which at least three could
be deferred,” said Ruby gene-
ral manager - operations,
Subhashish Datta.

At BP Poddar Hospital, se-
ven surgeries — earlier sche-
duled on Monday — have been
postponed. Eleven surgeries,
some of which were due to be
conducted on Monday, were
done on Sunday, “We conduc-
ted 43 planned surgeries on
Sunday, higher than the day’s
average. We will still have to
conduct several on Monday
since they can’t be postponed
further. Twenty-two planned
admissions, however, were

postponed to later dates ,” sa
id group advisor Suprivo
Chakrabartv

Several patients’ families
stayed back at the hospital in
suits and single cabins to av-
oid commuting during the cy-
clone and its aftermath.

Desun Hospital postponed
50% of planned surgeries
scheduled on Sunday and
Monday. "“In consultation
with doctors and on reguest
from families of patients who
will have to travel from a dis-
tance, we have rescheduled
these procedures,” said direc-
tor Shaoli Dutta.

Ruby saw a bigger than
usual OPD crowd till 1 pm af-
which
atten

Charnock Hospital, too,
braced for rescheduling pro-
cedures and admissions. “It's
possible that weather condi-
tions could impact patients’
decisions to postpone plan-
ned admissions, especially if
there are concerns about tra-
vel safety or if severeweather
disrupts hospital opera-
tions,"” said Charnock MD
Prashant Sharma. Peerless
Hospital has not postponed
surgeries or deferred admis-
sions.“In case the disrup-
tions turn out to be severe, we
will reschedule admissions
and procedures in consulta-
tion with patients and their
families,” said Peerless Ho-
spital CEO Sudipta Mitra.
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Rallies washed out, netas reach SPG focus on manholes
“ahead of PM roadshow

out to people wit

Sukhomoy Sen

Plans Hit On RoADSHOWS CANCELLED

Last Sunday
Before June 1
Election

RohitKhanna@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Cyclone Remal dis-
rupted thelast Sunday campa-
ign schedule for the June 1 pol-
ling, with several campaigns
and roadshows being cancel-
led.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee's scheduled roads-
how from Harinavi Bazar to
Narendrapur Ramakrishna
Mission was cancelled, but

Danceo/
Democracy

shespokeat twopublicrallies.
Trinamool general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee's roads-
how at Metiaburuz was also
cancelled.

Union minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal’s Jadavpur rally

More than a lakh shifted to cyclone

Monotosh Chakraborty,
Suman Mandal & Sarthak
Ganguly | Twn

Kakdwip/Digha/KolKkata:
Over a lakh living in the low-
Iving coastal zones in Bengal
were evacuated to cvclone
shelters in South 24 Parganas
and East Midnapore on Sun-
dav Among those evacuated
was a pregnant woman from
the Sundarbans. She was ad-
mitted to a primary health
centre in Gosaba on Sunday:
According tocops, she was
waiting at Sukumari ghat in
Satjelia with her husband Bi-
kash Mondal, adaily labourer:
Since there was noferry servi-
ce, Mondal took his wite to
another ghat, about half a ki-
lometre away, to get a boat and
crosstherivertoreach the pri-
mary health centre.
Debobrata Debnath, a vo-
lunteer of the civil defence te-

» CM Mamata Banerjee's
roadshow from Harinavi
Bazar to Narendrapur
Ramakrishna Mission

» TMC general secretary

at Metiabruz

> Union minister Sarbananda
Sonowal's Jadavpur rally
cancelled

» Bengal BJP president
Sukanta Majumdar's north
Kolkata roadshow cancelled

» Ward 108 councillor

Sushanta Ghosh said they
have cancelled roadshows in
Chowbhaga, Anandapur

Abhishek Banerjee’s roadshow

Several rallies and roadshows in and around Kolkata
were cancelled on Sunday as rain started lashing the
city ahead of cyclone Remal's landfall

was cancelled after the weat-
herstarted turning bad. Beng-
al BJP president Sukanta Ma-
jumdar was scheduled to take
part in a roadshow in north
Kolkata. It was cancelled after
the cyclone warning.

The June 1 polls are sche-
duled in Kolkata and its adjoi-
ning South and North 24 Par-
ganas districts.

Abhishek told party wor-
kers, “For us, people’s life is
more important than politics.
We can cancel all public mee-

tings for the next 24 hours if
needed. Standing by the peo-
pleisof paramountimportan-
ce, Wemust make sure that pe-
ople of all age groups have all
the support they need. | have
directed Trinamool workers
tolook into this.”

After mavor Firhad Ha-
kimsaid he will be campingin
the KMC headguarters over-
night, Asim Basu, KMC coun-
cillor of ward 70, said that
they have already opened a
control room forthe Bhowani-

pore, Ballyeunge areas. “We
have already provided a hel-
pline number, We will conti-
nue to man the control room
for 24 hours,” said Basu.

Ward 108 councillor Sus-
hanta Ghosh, “We had sche-
duled roadshows in Chowb-
haga and Anandapur They
were cancelled. Overnight,
weare keepinga watchto help
people.”

Pradesh Congress presi-
dent Adhir Chowdhury on
Sunday asked party workers

h Remal help |

to provide a helpline number
and focus on relief work in
Kolkata and affected areas of
the South 24 Parganas. A team
of 50 Congress workers willal-
so keep necessary medicine
supplies and food supplies in
store. It will have aseparate te-
am of bikers in Kolkata who
can move faster during emer-
gencies.

South Kolkata BJP unit
has also asked party workers
to stay alert on Monday, “We
will focus on Bhowanipore,
Kasba, Rashbehari, Kolkata
Port and Behala zones. We are
expecting waterlogging and
our teams will be ready with
relief material.” said Rajars-
hiLahiri, asouth Kolkata BJP
functionary. Tapas Roy BJP
candidate from Kolkata
North, said, “I have decided to
campaign on Sunday despite
the inclement weather, Time
is short and we cannot afford
to lose a single day for campa-
igning.”

At Raidighi, veteran CPM
neta Kanti Ganguly hassetup
a relief camp. Ganguly said it
can provide shelter to more
than 200. Trinamool’s Mathu-
rapur candidate Bapi Halder
reached wvulnerable areas
with relief material and food.

Shﬁ'l’[@l‘%

Heavy rainfall in Digha on Sunday afternoon; (R) a Mousuni Island
embankment in a precarious condition

am, cameto know about itand
after obtaining nod from the
local SDO office, he reached
there with a team to rescue
her. They took the woman on a
boat to the primary health
centre and admitted her the-
re. Doctors said the woman
was in advanced stage of
pregnancy and she was likely

to give birth either on Sunday
night or Monday,
Thestatehas117flood cent-
res in Sundarbans. The admi-
nistration is also using school
buildings for accommodation
of the evacuees. DM of South
24 Parganas Sumit Gupta sa-
id, *People have already been
evacuated from Ganga Sagar,

7

MNamkhana, Kakdwip, Gosa-
ba, Basanti, Canning and
other parts of Sundarbans.”

The rescue operations in
the Sundarbans were carried
out by NDRE, DMG and civil
defence teams while health
dept was ready with medical
teams at flood centres.

People were also evacua-

ted from villages in Digha and
shifted to flood centres, said
Shouvik Bhattacharva, chair-
man of Digha Shankarpur
Development Authority Ut
tam Barik, chairman of East
Midnapore District Council,
said, “We have made arrange-
ments for dry food, tarpaulins
and generators.”

Saikat.Ray@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: From manholes to
hawkers, the Special Protec-
tion Group (SPG)'s drill for
PM Narendra Modi's roads-
how in north Kolkata on May
28, iscovering all aspects.

The SPG's multi-agency
drill in Kolkata for PM Modi's
roadshow comes in the back-
dropof Met predictions of cy-
clone Remal, the impact of
which can only be gauged on
Monday.

The security team has as-
ked the civic body's drainage
department officials to share
details about the location and
number of manholes on Bid-
han Sarani between Shyam-
bazar five-point crossing and
the ancestral house of Swami
Vivekananda., After recei-
ving a verbal communication
on this matter, the KMC sewe-
rage and drainage depart-
ment officials swung into ac-
tion and started an on-the-
spot survey of the 2.5 km
stretch on Bidhan Sarani.

Sources in the KMC sewe-
rage and drainage depart-
ment said after getting an in-
timation from the SPG, a te-
am of civic officials spotted
the manholes on the said
stretch and took note of their
condition. “We have spotted
around 50 manholes on the

Alipore
200 takes
Remal guard

Kolkata: Alipore zoo, on
Sunday, lined up a slew of
measures against the possi-
ble impact of Remal. From
keeping animals in night
shelter to water tanks full, it
left no stone unturned.
Apart from checking power
connections and switch box-
es, teams with egquipment
like power chain saw
were kept ready for removal
of broken branches or
fallen trees,

“Batteries for search
lights, walkie-talkies have
been kept fully charged. POS
machines are also ready to
start issuing tickets in case
there’s internet failure on
Monday,” said a zoo official,
adding that a team of veter-
inary officials isalso in place
totackle any emergency. tun

Euk hl'll"l'l':l'_-. Sen

The security team has asked the civic body's drainage department
officials to share details about the location and number of manholes
on Bidhan Sarani between Shyambazar five-point crossing and the
ancestral house of Swami Vivekananda

stretch between Shyambazar
and Swami Vivekananda's
house. Whatever we have fo-
und will be communicated to
the SPG. If it is the PM's secu-
rity, we cannot take chances,”
said the civic official, adding
that “jetting-cum-suction
machines” will be used for
cleaning, if asked.

Apart from Kkeeping a
watch on the manholes, PM's
security personnel have also
asked Kolkata Police to iden-
tify hawkers at Hatibagan
and their stalls to ensure that
no floating hawkers are allo-
wed in the area a day before
the PM’s roadshow. “We have
been given a special sticker

for our stalls, We will need to
keepourstalls shutontheday
of the PM's roadshow,” saida
hawker at Hatibagan, who
sells junk jewellery.

Despite Cyclone Remal,
Bengal BJP leaders on Sun-
day claimed that there has
not been anyv change in the
schedule of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday.
While there will be bikes and
cars, the BJP will keep a tab
onthe numbers of vehicles as
per the Election Commission
of India guidelines.

However, the party brass
has asked the Bengal BJP not
to bring supporters from out-
side Kolkata.
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When will Kolkata’s oldest tram 2 zero-shadow days in

route be back, ask commuters

‘Doing Away With Dalhousie Loop May Badly Hit 11 Other City Routes’

Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Uncertainty shro-
uds the operationof theoldest
tram route in the city in its
151st anniversary vear, with
the West Bengal Transport
Corporation’s (WBTC) reluc-
tance to relay the Dalhousie
tram loop after the metro aut-
hority cleared the place for
tram movement. Significant-
Iy, the metro authority has al-
ready paid WBTC the cost for
restoring the loop and com-
pensation for the tram’s non-
operation because of the tem-
porary closure of the Dalhou-
sie loop to build the BBD Bag
station of East-West Metro.
The tram track running
through B B Ganguly Street
from Dalhousie to Sealdah is
part of the oldest tram route
along which the first horse-
drawn tram of the city ran
from Armenian Ghat to Seal-
dah (3.9 km) on Feb 24, 1873,
Tram was the only mode of
transport available for hund-

At 3,839 units, Apr
home registration

Plc: Suparna Goswami

ROUTES THAT MAY FACE THE 1
Alignment
3 Shyambazar-Esplanade via Chitpore

Route No

L -+

4 Shyambazar-BBD Bag via Chitpore

b Shyambazar-BBD Bag via College Street

7 Baghazar-BBD Bag via Chitpore

14 Rajabazar-BBD Bag

16 Bidhannagar-BBD Bag

21 Park Circus-BBD Bag

25 Gariahat-BBD Bag (now ends at Esplanade)
24/29 | Tollygunge BBD Bag and Ballygunge-BBD Bag

36 Kidderpore-B B D Bag

reds of Sealdah-bound pas-
sengers from Dalhousie every
evening during the peak ho-
urs. Now, in the absence of the
tram service, hundreds of
passengers walk down BB
Ganguly Street to reach Seal-
dah to catch trains.

“WBTC floated a tender
for building the Dalhousie lo-
op. But in the last few months,
thev did nothing to restore the

best in 5 years

Subhro.Niyogi@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: The Kolkata Metro-
politan Area (KMA) reported
registration of 3,839 units in
April 2024. While the figure
represents a 69% growth over
the previous April, data from
the state Directorate of Regi-
stration and Stamp Revenue
pegeed it as the best April re-
gistration count in five vears.
The data encompasses trans-
actions in both new and re-sa-
le markets for residential
apartments.

The share of unit sizesup
to 500 sq ft scaled down from

in four yvears.

Knight Frank India senior
director (east) Abhijit Das sa-
id, “While the city sees steady
velocity In  registrations,
the share of larger homes of
1,000 sq ft and more is signifi-
cantly low. This indicates
a slower demand for more
expensive homes in the
city, indirectly pointing to re-
duced buyer confidence, de-
spite steady home loan rates
and prices.

Thus, stronger efforts
must be made by authorities
to build the state’s profile
amongst various segments

KOLKATA REGISTRATION STAT

3, 73 3r339
? 3,280

I I 2,268

April  April  April  April
2021 2022 2023 2024

46% in April 2023to43% atthe
end of April 2024. In contrast,
apartments ranging from 501
to 1,000 sq ft witnessed their
share rise from 38% in April
2023 to 50% in April 2024. The
share of unit sizes over 1,000
sq ft reduced from 16% to 7%
during the same period.

A drastic reduction has
been witnessed in the regi-
strations of units sized above
1,000 sq fi in the past one year,
especially since the begin-
ning of this calendar year
when the share of thiscatego-
ry shrunk to single digit
percentage for the first time

r
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like IT/1TeS, financial servi-
ces, manufacturing that can
attract more talent and allevi-
ate the real estate sectoron a
holistic basis.”

Among the zones, south
accounted for 36% apartment
registrations, up from 1% a
vearago. North zone emerged
at the second highest position
in apartment registrations
tally with a 35% share, down
from 42%.

The west zone witnessed
itssharerisetol5% from8% a
vear ago. The share of other
zones largely remained stable
inthe past one year.

loop, quite contrary to the de-
finite Calcutta High Court or-
der When we inquired, they
said that it is because of city
police objection that they co-
uld not invest in building the
loop,” said Calcutta Tram
Users’ Association (CTUA)
president Debasish Bhatta-
charya, who has been relent-
less in hisstruggle against the
willingness of dolng away

Kolkata: The National Board of Accredita-
tion (WBA) has accredited two more engine-
ering departments at Jadavpur University-
—Computer Science and Engineering, and
Electrical and Electronics & Telecommuni-
cation, The university was informed by the
NBA on Sunday that the two courses had be-

en accredited till 2030.

An NBA team conducted a three-day vi-
sit to the two departments from April 26 to
assess if the standards set by the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
were being followed. The departments of
Power Engineering, Information Technolo-
gy, and Instrumentation & Electronics had
been accredited last yvear for three vears till
2026. With the new addition, a total of five
engineering courses now have NBA accredi-
tation outof atotal of 14 engineering depart-
ments. JU's officiating VC, Bhaskar Gupta,
said: “It is now mandatory for conducting
engineering courses, and we are hopeful
that other engineering departments will fol-
low the same path. After applving for the
NBA accreditation, none has been refused.”
Guptatook charge on April 22,

MPACT

with tram by successive state
govts. A senior WBTC officer
refused to comment onthison
the pretext of the tram beinga
‘sub judice case’.

Doing away with the Dal-
housie loop would cause the
deathof asmanyvasl1l tramro-
utes. “Besides being the oldest
tram route, the Dalhousie lo-
op has immense significance.
It is as important a fulerum of

the city's tram operation as
the Esplanade loop is. This re-
luctance to create the Dalhou-
sie loop will be a very costly
blunder and doing away with
it isakin to abolition of the ci-
ty'stram,” said Bhattacharva.

By not restoring the tram-
ways, the authorities have
shown disrespect to the high
court order where the chief
justice specifically instructed
them to “restore, maintain
and preserve” the system.
“They have done nothing in
this direction. The authority
is indirectly sabotaging all
tram depots and the rolling
stocks,” he added.

Ex-CTC staff of Nonapu-
kur Workshop Subir Bose sa-
id, the work culture at Nona-
pukur is as efficient as before.
A single coach tram can be bu-
ilt there for around Rs 14 lakh.
Most of the staff are keen to
ensure preservation oftrams.
He added that tram manufac-
turing machines and tools are
being sold off from the works-
hop, arecent development.

Two more JUengg : Girl hangs self after -
~ deptsgetNBA :
accreditation

Poulami.Roy@timesgroup.com

posting photo
on social media

Sanjib Chakraborty | Tnn

Kolkata: A class X1l girl, who had recently
been rejected by her boyfriend, Killed her-
self shortly after posting her photo on soci-
almedia, showing herself with a saree aro-
und her neck. Alarmed by the post, her fri-
ends rushed to her home in Bongaon and
found her hanging on Saturday night.

The girl’s family lodged a complaint for

father said.

abatement to suicide against her lover
with Bongaon police station on Sunday. Ac-
cording to local sources, the girl, aresident
of Chapaberia, was havingan affairwitha
local yvouth for three years. * Recently, the
vouth broke up the relationship and asked
her mother to tell her daughter to delete all
their photos from social media. Otherwise,
he threatened to harm my daughter,” her

According to her family, after being jil-
ted in love, she broke down and got depres-
sed. “On Saturdavnight, she went to herro-
om and locked the door. It was her friends
whonoticed her social media postandaler-
ted us. But it was too late.,” her mother sa-
id. * [t appears to be a case of suicide,” said

apolice officer

Womanlkilled  BSF seizes 89 gold
naccident o cuits worth Z12cr

Monotosh Chakraborty | Tnn

Kolkata: A 35-vear-old wo-
man, travelling on a bike
with her husband and two

children, died after the two-

wheelerwashitbyvatruckat
Nalmuri on Basanti High-
way on Sunday;

Their sons, aged seven
months and the eight years,
sustained severe injuries,

according to sources. One

of them issaid to be eritical.
Only the biker and the wo-
man were wearing helmets.

The victim was identifi-

ed as Rukhsana Bibi from

Uttar Khargachhi in the

Bhangar police station

darea.

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Eighty-nine gold
biscuits weighing 16 kg and
worth Rs 12 crore were
seized by BSF on the Indo-
Bangla border in Bongaon
on Saturday. They also ar-
rested a smuggler in con-
nection with the incident.
Acting on intelligence,
BSF conducted aspecial op-
eration at Haldarpada vil-
lage of North 24 Parganas.
Officials said the criminals
had smuggled gold consign-
ments from Bangladesh to
India and were hiding it at
the home of a villager be-

The seized consignment

fore further delivery.
According to AK Arya,

DIG and spokesperson of

South Bengal Frontier, a

special operation was
launched and the house
was cordoned off.

The arrested smuggler
and the seized consign-
ment have been handed
overtothe DRI, Kolkata.

: case.

. search,
: sur faced.

Krishnendu.Bandyopadhyay
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Residents of Kolka-
taare inforacelestial treatas
they will experience zero-
shadow days at precisely 11.35
amonJunesandagainat1l.4
amonJulyv 7. According to Bi-
pash Das Gupta, a scientific
officer at the MP Birla Insti-
tute of Fundamental Rese-
arch, MP Birla Planetarium,
Kolkata, the timing of this
phenomenon will only vary
by a few seconds across diffe-
rent locations within the city,

Zero-shadow days are bi-
annual events occurring in
regions between the Tropic
of Cancer and the Tropic of
Capricorn. An opaque object
typically casts a shadow
when illuminated by a light
source from behind. On zero-
shadow dayvs, however, the
Sun’s position directly over-
head results in the shadow of
any object falling directly un-
derneath it, creating the illu-
sion of no shadow. This phe-
nomenon is closely linked to
the Earth'sdiurnal and annu-
almotions and offers insights
intotheseasonalchangesand
the processes of tides, said
Das Gupta.

treaty with
US may help

pContinued fromP1

701 had reported on Fri-

day that senior cops
from Bengal CID had

: hinted that India’s extradition

treaty with the US would help
investigators nab the accused
in the Bangladesh MP murder

At New Town PS, Moham-

: mad Harun-or-Rashid, Ban-
: gladeshi detective chief, and
: histeamspoke with several of-
: ficers from the Bidhannagar
: Commissionerate and CID of-
- ficials on Sunday. They then
¢ went to the bungalow at San-
: Jeeva Gardens near Aquatica

Water Park, which Akhtaruz-

B’DESH TEAM

SPEAKS TO CID

zaman had rented, allegedly to
: commit the murder, on May 13.

The MP had come to Kolka-
ta on May 11 for medical treat-
ment. Police suspect he was

lured by a Bangladeshi wom-
: an, Celesty Rahman, to the
: luxury

apartment in
New Town on May 13 and was

: killed within 15 minutesof his
: arrival.

Police had earlier said that

: the MP’s body was dismem-
: bered by Jihad Howlader, a

Bangladeshi butcher, who
used to stay in Mumbai. CID

arrested him on Thursday. Ji-
i had had told the investigators

that the body was flaved and

: cut into small pieces. Turmer-

ic was applied on the chopped-

: up body parts, packed, and

thrown into the Bagjola canal.
But in spite of four days of
nothing has yet

(Tnputs from Mavukh
Sengupta)

Kol over next 2 months

YEARLY AFFAIR

> Occurrence: Twice a year
for locations between the
Tropic of Cancer (23°30'
Narth) and the Tropic of
Capricorn (23°30' South)

» Phenomenon Duration:

While the actual alignment
lasts for a small fraction of
a second, the effect can be

observed for a minute to a
minute and a half

> Preparation: Observers
are advised to be ready at
least half an hour before
and after the event to
capture shadows' sequential
disappearance and
reappearance

Zero-shadow day provides
an excellent opportunity for
scientific observation and
photography. People can take
sequential photos at regular
intervals to document the
vanishing and reappearance
of shadows.,

The Earth’s axis is tilted
at an angle of 23.57 to its orbi-
tal plane around the Sun.
This tilt causesthe Sun'srays
to hit different parts of the
Earth perpendicularly at dif-
ferent times of the year, lea-
ding to zero-shadow days.
The Sun’s apparent move-
ment along the ecliptic path,
from 23°30° South to 23730
North, is responsible for this
event. When the Sun is at its
zenith, directly overhead at
local apparent noon, objects
and peoplelose theirshadows

momentarily, explained Das
Gupta.

Zero-shadow day is not
just a visual spectacle but al-
s0 a valuable educational ex-
perience. It helps in under-
standing fundamental astro-
nomical concepts such as the
Earth's rotation, the angle of
sunlight, and the changing
seasons. For scientists and
astronomers, it provides cru-
cial data on the movement
and position of the Sun, ai-
ding in the study of the
Earth's tilted axis and the
Sun’s path across different
regions.

In India, the Tropic of
Cancer passes through eight
states, including West Beng-
al. For instance, it crosses the
outskirts of Krishnanagar,
just 2.5 kilometers away.

Extradltlonswedlshmangets

18 yrs for Bengal
nab accused’ Sch()lar’s murdel‘

Aheli.Banerjee
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Richard Johans-
son(29), aSwedish computer
programmer, was sentenced
tolB vearsinprisonlast Wed-
nesday by a Swedish district
court, for the murder of
Roshni Das (31), a research
scholar at Umea University
in Sweden last Sept at her
apartment. Das was from
Durgapur.

According to Oskar So-
derberg, the lawyer who re-
presented Das's family, Jo-
hansson did not have any
previous criminal record
and had met Das through a
dating app. “The two had
met a few times before the
murder but did not have a re-
lationship. The murde- 5
rer had a girlfriend li- |8
ving in Germany,” he |
said. A
In Nov, while the po- B8
lice investigation was |
still in progress, TOI
reported that Das’s body was
flown back to India, retrie-
ved by five family members
and was taken totheirnative
village Kandi, in Murshida-
bad. Following Wednesday's
verdict, Roshni's cousin, Su-
pradip Das told TOI, “When
we received her body we co-
uld not recognise her face at
all. We were told after the in-
vestigation that her face had
been slashed 41 times. Now
we are glad that justice has
been served swiftly Howe-
ver, the family is still under
bereavement. Roshni’s mot-
her, Mamata, is still under-
going psychological coun-
selling.”

According to the judge-
ment by Umea District Co-

Bengal academic’s body found
in Sweden flat, Kin cry murder
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urt, the cause of Das’s death
was by strangulation and by
inflicting repeated blunt
and sharp force trauma to
her head and neck. “The vio-
lence consisted of Richard
Johansson strangling Rosh-
ni Das, stabbing her with a
knife, and hitting her with
aniron,arod, and aski,” the
Court observed.

Swedish prosecutor An-
na Lundberg noted
during the verdict
that Johansson had
been living with his
W cousin just prior to
" the murder He had be-
eninpolice custody af-
ter allegedly threatening to
assault the cousin. Upon re-
lease on Sept 249, Johansson
contacted Das asking for a
place to sleep, When neigh-
bours who had seen Das with
Johansson asked the latter
about Das’s whereabouts,
Johanssonsaid he had killed
her.

The neighbours subse-
quently called an ambulan-
ce and the police discovered
her body in her apartment
on Sept 30,

“The family regrets that
the murderer was released
from police custody after al-
legedly attacking hiscousin.
If not for that, perhaps Rosh-
ni would have still been with
us,” said Supradip.

Kol cine-fraternity elated over city

Social media helps 2-month-old

with rare syndrome get vision

sarthak.G@timesgroup.com
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Kolkata: Social media has given a new c“ALLENGING co" DITIoN

leaseof life toa two-month-old girl from
Rajasthan, who was born with Fraser
syndrome, a congenital eve defect. The
baby flew back home after undergoing
an eyelid surgery at a private eye hospi-
tal in Barrackpore, fringes of north Kol-
kata last week.

Rajesh Sharma, a business man in
Jaipur and her wife Priva, a homema-
ker, were devastated when their new-
born, Aradhya, was diagnosed to be suf-
fering from abortive cryptophthalmos
{(a rare congenital anomaly of the eye
with skin passing from the forehead to
the cheek over a malformed eye), upper
evelid coloboma (partial or complete
absence of lid structures) and corneal
exposure — the symptoms of Fraser
syndrome. The couple had run from
pillar to post for the newborn’s treat-
ment but most of the doctorsavoidedta-
king the risk of doing the surgerv on
the infant.

This, however, did not diminish the
spirit of the couple who used social me-
dia to connect with eye surgeons in va-
rious hospitals across the country. “My
wife’s mental health wasalso getting af-
fected as she was unable to come to
terms with the fact that Aradhya would
never be able to see the world around
her: We did not give up hope, rather we
searched for critical eve treatment faci-
lities in different states and posted abo-
ut the problem of my daughter. Finally,

» Two-month-old baby from Rajasthan
diagnosed with Fraser syndrome, a
congenital eye defect

» She suffered from | Abortive
cryptophthalmos, upper lid coloboma
and corneal exposure

» Cryptophthalmos | A rare congenital
anomaly of the eye with skin passing
from the forehead to the cheek over a
malformed eye)

> Upper eyelid coloboma | Partial or

complete absence of lid structures

» Her parents connected with eyecare
facilities across the country through
social media

» They landed in Kolkata from their
hometown, Jaipur, with the baby in
March

» Treatment started at Disha Eye
Hospital at Barrackpore

» Last week surgery was conducted on
the baby and her eyesight restored

Along with my team of doctors and medical staff | had planned

the oculoplastic surgical procedure on the patient whose tender
age posed hurdles to us. We were prepared to tide over the challenges
and the surgery was successful — Joyeeta Das | aculopLasTIC SuRGEON

we gotaresponsefromDisha Eve Hospi-
tal at Barrackpore,” recounted Rajesh.

In March, the couple took their new-
born to the private eve hospital at Bar-
rackpore, about 1,500km away from the-
ir hometown, for her treatment. “Her
condition was challenging but the doc-
tors showed us a glimmer of hope that
her eyesight could be restored. After
getting this assurance, we stayed back
in the citv and my daughter’s treatment
started. Finally, she got her evesight
back after the surgery and we returned
home last week,"” said Priva.

The surgery was done under the su-
pervision of Joyeeta Das, ana. Dassaid,

“When the girl was brought to us, her :

condition was challenging and she was
inneed of immediate medical interven-
tion. Along withmy team of doctorsand
medical staff T had planned the oculo-
plastic surgical procedure on the pati-
ent whose tender age posed hurdles to
us. However, we were prepared to tide
over thechallenges and the surgery was
successful. After the surgery, we moni-
tored the baby closely before dischar-
ging her”

Rajesh said, “Doctors have said
my daughter will be able to lead a nor-
mal life and this is a big relief for both
of us.”

Kolkata: Immediately after the announ-
cement of Payal Kapadia's Grand Prix
win for ‘All We Imagine as Light’, Mithu
Das spoke to her at Cannes. Her elder son,
Ranabir Das, i1sthe cinematographer and
co-producer of the Grand Prix winner
that created history for India at Cannes.
“Well done! That’s what I told him. Payal
too is family and I was elated at the win,”
the proud mother told TOI on Sunday.

CM congratulates winners

hief minister Mamata Banerjee has

congratulated the winners at Cannes.
“Congratulations to Anasuya Sengupta
for winning the Best Actress Award at
Cannes. A girlof Bengal and a student of
Jadavpur University, she makes us proud
by being the first Indian to win this laurel.
Congratulations to Payal Kapadia as well
for winning the prestigious Grand Prix!"
She also congratulated Santosh Sivan and
Chidananda 5 Naik for winning accolades.

On Saturday, her vounger son—Dhri-
timan —whoisthefilm’s musicdirector—
was at home. “It was my 32nd birthday.
My friends had come home and all of us
including my parents watched the
awards together,” Dhritiman said.

Mithu recollected that this was not
the first win for Paval and Ranabir's
work. “I know how good they are as film-
makers. I have watched the first cut, it is

The team of ‘All We Imagine As Light’ at Cannes

very well-made. Before the win, my son
had said that the organisers asked them
to stay back. I immediately knew they wo-
uld win something,” she said.

Her family friend, director Anik Dut-
ta, is also equally thrilled. Ranabir had
started assisting Dutta when he made ad-
vertisements. “He was the special assi-
stant director in ‘Bhooter Bhobisyot’. He
even acted in one small sequence for my
film. I am very proud of his achieve-
ment,” said Dutta.

Cinematographer Aveek Mukhopad-
hyvay had met Ranabir during the shoo-
tingof thesamefilm. “Hiswork inthe tra-
ilerisraw yetitretains a dreamlike quali-
tv. The cold city palette is franslated
well,” Mukhopadhvav said.

Tridib Poddar is a proud teacher to-
day. Sometime in 2008-09, Poddar had joi-
ned the Mass Communication & Videog-
raphy department at St Xavier's College,
Kolkata as a professor where Ranabir en-

rolled as a student. Poddar still remem-
bers the 19-yvear-old’s script submission
for a project. “I had gone through it and
shared my opinion with Gopalan Mullik,
who was then teaching film studies at St
Xavier's. lappreciated Ranabir’s sense of
abstraction, of what he tried to express
through his writing,” said Poddar.

“Ranabir’s images are full of the nu-
ances. This collaboration between Rana-
bir and Paval is important at various le-
vels. He has complemented her well, " ad-
ded Poddar, whose diploma film at SRFTI
was officially a part of Cannes’ Cinefon-
dation in 2002.

Mullik said “The trailer has an inter-
nationallook, itdoesn'tlook earthy in the
Indian context. It is great that a cinema-
tographer from Kolkata has his work app-
reciated at Cannes. The last time an Indi-
an film with a Bengali cinematographer

ras nominated for Palme D'Or was Sou-
mendu Roy's ‘Ghare Baire' in 1984."

Friotediy Arnab Chatterjes and published by himon behalf of Bemne b Coleman & Co Lidand primied ag Tomes Hodse Plot oo, Bock ERL Sector Y Salt La ke iy, Koo 700000 and Docpon T imes Py, L., Telmipeen, PO Sahisdangi, Opp Bankof Bareds DE Ralpadpuan, Siligue - TH 488 and pobiished ot 102074, 5.5 Banecjes Fowd, Eodkatn - 70000 Editor : Sunando Shdar
RN Fezn Mo WEHERKG - T0e/ 1082




$ MARUTI SUZUKI ARENA

A
/
-

INTRoDUCING THE _EPth NE' N

o

\ 6 Airbags Standard Across all Variants

q L fﬂ—f'ﬂ_#
- -

_ \ SmartPlay Pro+ Infotainment System | — \ Wireless Charger

>WIFT

TEST DRIVE TODAY | CALL 1800 102 1800 | WWW.MARUTISUZUKI.COM/SWIFT

MARUTI SUZUKI AUTHORIZED DEALERS: KOLKATA: BHANDARI AUTOMOBILES (SREERAMPORE/DANKUNI/CHANDAN NAGAR): 9674388445. BHANDARI AUTOMOBILES (GARIAHAT ROAD):
9674515000. BHANDARI AUTOMOBILES (NEW TOWN RAJARHAT/BASIRHAT/KRISHNA NAGAR/CHAKDAH): 9830993777. BHANDARI AUTOMOBILES (KONA EXPRESSWAY-
HOWRAH/ULUBERIA/SALKIA): 9836002002. OSL MOTOCORP (LEE ROAD): 8337066666. OSL MOTOCORP (VIP ROAD): 8013299999. STARBURST MOTORS (KALYANI/RANAGHAT/BONGAON):
9007799000. STARBURST MOTORS (MADHYAMGRAM): 9007799000. MACHINO TECHNO (ALIPORE ROAD /BAGNAN): 9830632032. PREMIER CARWORLD (B.T. ROAD): 9836983691. PREMIER
CARWORLD (BARASAT/NAIHATI): 8335041313. ONE AUTO (E.M. BYPASS/DIAMOND HARBOUR/BUDGE BUDGE/BARUIPUR): 8584018000. ONE AUTO (MANIKTALA): 9007242424. DEWAR'S
GARAGE (SALT LAKE): 9062340805,9955747576,9007181166. DEWAR'S GARAGE (COUNCIL HOUSE/UTTARPARA): 8584015204/7980654059/9903617060. DEWAR'S GARAGE (TOPSIA):
9830651308, 8013720199, 9874341553. JYOTE MOTORS (SOUTHERN BYPASS): 9038212112. SANEI MOTORS (VIP ROAD/TARAKESHWAR/ARAMBAGH): 8981234567. KHARAGPUR: PODDAR CAR
WORLD: 7291977774. BHANDARI AUTOMOBILES (CHANDRAKONA ROAD/HALDIA/CONTAI/ BANKURA/TAMLUK): 9002344907. BHANDARI AUTOMOBILES: 9002344907. SOUTH BENGAL: BEEKAY
AUTO (BURDWAN/KALNA). 9800045738. BEEKAY AUTO (BEHRAMPORE): 9932049458. BEEKAY AUTO (ASANSOL/SURI/RAGHUNATHPUR). 8170019494. SWG CAR WORLD
(DURGAPUR/PURULIA/BOLPUR): 8373087621. SILIGURI: SEVOKE MOTORS: 9800013778. BEEKAY AUTO: 9932049351. COOCHBEHAR: PODDAR CAR WORLD: 9933922222. JALPAIGURI: PODDAR
CAR WORLD: 7478027777. MALDA: JK WHEELS (MALDA/RAIGANJ): 9733020202. GANGTOK: ENTEL MOTORS: 9933031828.

Terms and conditions apply. Creative visualization. Black glass on the vehicle is due to lighting effect. Accessories and features shown in the pictures may not be part of the standard equipment and may vary according to the variant. Images used are for illustration purpose only. Colours shown may vary from actual body colours due to printing
on paper. *Fuel efficiency as certified by test agency Rule 115 of CMVR 1989
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KUSHWAHA SAYS NEXT NDA GOVT WILL TRY TO
SCRAP ‘UNDEMOCRATIC’ COLLEGIUM SYSTEM

Picked Saayoni
as Jadavpur
needs strong
MP, says Didi

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee talked about outgo-
ing Jadavpur MP and actor
: Mimi Chak-
raborty at
two election
rallies, in So-
narpur and
Baghajatin,
on Sunday. In-
troducing
Trinamool
Congress
candidate Sa-
ayoni
GGhosh, Ba-
nerjeesaid: “1
have given you Saayoni be-
cause last time vou did not
get as much service, Howe-
ver, it was not her fault. It
was more our fault and we
haverectified itthistime.”
The CM =aid that apart
from being a popular Tolly-
wood star, Ghosh was a very
active politician and, on re-
cognising her political acu-
men, Banerjee had made
her state president of Tri-
namool Youth Congress.
Chakraborty had sub-
mitted her resignation to
the CM before the announ-
cement of TMC candidates,
and hasn't been seen cam-
paigning for the party.
“*Mimi is a very good girl
and a good actor: But she is
very busy with heracting ca-
reer... She had tried her best.
Whenever [ asked her to do
something, shedid it. Infact,
even before the election, | of-
fered to have her contest
from some other seat. But in
this seat, I wanted Saayvoni
because some people causea
lot of trouble here — somet-
hing a soft person can't
handle. T needed someone
strong here. Someone who
can argue for the sake of the
people and work with a lot of
determination,” Banerjee
said at arally in Baghajatin.

Tamaghna Banerjee &
Monotosh Chakraborty | Tuw

Kolkata/Sonarpur; Critici-
sing PM Narendra Modi for
his “sent by God"” comment,
CM Mamata Banerjee said on
Sunday: “Does God speak ill
of others?”

“He claims he has been
sent by God. So, he is a God
himself. Butdoes a God speak
ill of people? Does he do poli-
tics? Does he instigate a riot?
If it pleases you, we can build
a temple and worship yvou.
But we will not bow down to
vour oppression,” Banerjee
sald at a campaign rally for
Jadavpur candidate Saavoni
(hosh.

The CM added that BJP
had been moving court aga-
inst any developmental acti-
vity she had planned for the
state. “They have made peo-
ple lose jobs. 1 still have 10
lakh posts to fill but the mo-
ment [ try to make the appo-
intments, they will move co-

- Does God speak ill of othe
‘and do politics, asks Mamata

Can Build Temple But Never Bow To Oppression: CM On PM ‘Godsent’ Remark

Dehobrata Shome

CM Mamata Banerjee at a campaign rally in Pallysree on Sunday

urt challenging it. While you
fight in court, we willfight on
votes,” shesaid.

Banerjee said now that
BJP's“Plans Aand B"” of cau-
sing a disturbance in San-
deshkhali and fuelling a riot-
like situation, respectively,
hadfailed, they weretryingto
loot votes.

“See whatthey did in Nan-
digram (on Saturday). They
killed one of our functionari-
es at Mahishadal, kidnapped
a booth agent at Khejuri and

drove six to seven AITC
agents out of the booths. But
even then, Gaddar (an obli-
gue reference to Suvendu Ad-
hikari) is suffering from ha-
ratanka(fear of defeat)disea-
se, They are trembling in fe-
ar,” Banerjee said at the
Sonarpurrally.
AtBaghajatin,shetookon
the Left, alleging some CPM
members in the Land & Land
Reforms Department had
sent notices to people living
on refugee land in Jadavpur,

TIMES NATION

NITISH KUMAR'S COPTER RUNS OUT OF FUEL DURING
CAMPAIGN, BIHAR CM CONTINUES BY ROAD

instructing them not to build
two-three storey homes.

“Don’t pay heed to such
notices. Someone in the de-
partment did it without my
knowledge. I never issuesuch
orders. 1 will rectify it after
the election. But I request you
all, whenever you make vour
homes on patta lands offered
by us, ensure they are safe
and donot crumble leading to
any loss of life,” the CM said.

An emotional Banerjee
signed off saving it was Ja-
davpur where she had first
tasted success as a lawmaker.
In the 1964 general elections,
she was elected to Lok Sabha
as one of the voungest parlia-
mentarians, beating veteran
CPM leader Somnath Chat-
terjee.

“The land of Jadavpur
holds a special place for me.
This land gave me my first op-
portunity to serve the people,
The people of this land have
always welcomed me with
open arms,” she said.

May 4 clip decided Basirhat result: Abhishek

Sanjib Chakraborty | Tnn

Baduria (North 24 Parga-
nas): Trinamool Congress
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee said on Sunday that
the election outcome in Ba-
sirhat was effectively deter-
minedon May 4, when avideo
exposed BJP'salleged conspi-
racy in Sandeshkhali.
“Basirhat goes to polls on
June 1, with results expected
on June 4. However, the true
result was revealed on May 4
through a video that exposed
the BJP's plot. BJP's San-
deshkhali mandal president
confessed to a conspiracy or-

Abhishek Banerjee speaks at a
public meeting in Baduria, under
Basirhat LS, on Sunday

chestrated by both the party's
central and state brass,” Ba-
nerjee said at an election ral-
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ly in Baduria, in support of
Trinamool Congress candi-
date Haji Nurul Islam.

Taking aim at BJP over
Sandeshkhali, Banerjee ter-
med ita “mega conspiracy af-
ter Independence to defame
Bengal”. He questioned whet-
her CBI, which is investiga-
ting the alleged atrocities on
women in Sandeshkhali as
ordered by the Caleutta High
Court, would probe the state-
ments made by women in the
videos shared by TMC.

“In an attempt to malign
the image of Trinamool and
Sandeshkhali, notorious BJP
functionaries defamed and
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Scuffle after
CPM campaign
stopped by cops

Kolkata: There was commo-
tion in Kalighat area on Sun-
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NOTICE FOR OFFICE SPACE

It is notified that my client
Repco Home Finance
Limited (Promoted by
Repco bank, Gowt. of
India), Kolkata, urgently
requires commercial
office space 700 - 80O
sq.fl. in Central Kolkata,
with easy accessibility,
frontage and fulfilling
other specifications.
Interested owners please

day after police disallowed
campaigning by CPM candi-
date from Kolkata South Sai-
ra Shah Halim in a locality
adjacent to the CM's residen-
ceciting prohibitory orders.

Police said as Section 144
CrPC was imposed in the
area, the assembly of five or
more persons was prohibi-
ted. After police refused, so-
me CPM supporters started
protesting by raising slo-
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T I Eelet T force jawan who was

removed from poll du-

ty at Chawksahapur

School on

New Delhi: AAP Rajva Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal on Sunday said
she had been receiving rape and
death threats, attributing the hos-
tile environment to her party col-
leagues and YouTuber Dhruv Rat-
hee for inciting "negative senti-
ments” against her.

“After the leaders and volunte-
ers of my party i.e. AAP orchestra-
ted a campaign of character assas-
sination, victim shaming and fan-
ning of emotions against me, l have
been getting rape and death thre-
ats. This got further exacerbated

from poll duty

disrespected Scrorewomenin
Bengal by hatchingsuch a hei-
nous conspiracy. Did anyone
imagine that BJP functionari-
es made women sign blank pa-
per and then complaints were
sent to NCW?" he said.
Banerjee asserted that
“anti-Bengal” forces trying
to malign the state would be
rebuffed. “BJP already suffe-
red fractures on its head, wa-
ist, hands and legs in the past
six phasesof thepolls. These-
venth phase, in which you
will also play a crucial role by
casting vour votes, will dest-
roy it completely,” the TMC
general secretary said.

aide Bibhav Kumar was arrested
on May 18 in connection with the
alleged assault on Maliwal. She
had alleged that Bibhav brutally
assaulted her on May 13 when she
had gone to meet the CM.
AAP has countered her al-
legations citing the whole
incident to be a “BJP cons-
piracy” and alleging that
Maliwal was made the face
toframe Kejriwal.

In her post on X on Sunday, Ma-
liwal alleged that “as far as the
party leadership goes, it is very
clear that they are trying to inti-
midate me into withdrawing my
complaint, However, for Dhruy, I
tried my besttoreachout tohimto
tell him my version but heignored
my calls and messages.”

Debashis.Konar
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: During the sixth
phase of elections in eight
seats on Saturday, Bengal re-
corded its highest turnout as
the average polling percen-
tage was 82.7. In phase [ of
polls on April 19, this figure
stood at 81.9%.

At 5 pm on Saturday, the
polling percentage was
77.9% and there was an addi-
tion of less than 5% votes in
thefinal hour,

In the earlier phases, pol-
ling had increased signifi-
cantly in the final hour,

At 85.9%, Bishnupur LS
recorded the highest polling
percentage on Saturday In
2019, it had an 87.3% turnout
and during the 2021 assembly
polls, the seat had a turnout
of 89.1%. Assembly seg-
ments under Bishnupur, Ko-
tulpur and Indas, on Satur-
day recorded over 88% pol-
ling, while it was 86.3% for
Khandoghosh and Sona-
mukhi. In 2019, Indas had re-
cordedan87.9% turnout whi-
le it was 89.5% in Kotulpur,

Again, the figures were
higher during the 2021 as-
sembly polls as Kotulpurhad
a 91.1% turnout and Indus
had 90.1%. In 2019, Sonamuk-
hi and Khandoghosh had

Basabdatta Sarkar

-

Bishnupur on Saturday. The
LS seat recorded the highest
polling percentage of 85.9%

over 87% turnout, which im-
proved further in 2021 at over
89%. There was a comparati-
ve dip on Saturday.

Close to Bishnupur was
Jalpaiguri, which in phase 1
had recorded 83.6% polling.
Two seats in East Midnapo-
re, Contai and Tamluk, had
an identical performance of
84.7% on Saturday. In 2019,
Contai had an 85.2% turnout
and Tamluk had 84.7%. The
assembly segments of Con-
tai — Chandipur and Kheju-
i — had over 86% turnont,
while it was over 85% in Pa-
tashpur, Bhagabanpur and
Contai North. Similarly,

1S At 82.7%, Bengal records its
highest turnout in 6th phase

Tamluk, from where ex-jud-
ge Abhijit Ganguly is contes-
ting, had 84.7% turnout and
its assembly segments of
Tamluk, Mahishadal, Nan-
dakumar and Haldia saw
over 86% polling, in politi-
cally sensitive Nandigram,
itwas82.7%.

Ghatal, from where actor
Dev is seeking re-election,
had 82.1% polling, which is
lower than the 2019 figure,
when it was 82.7%, by 0.6%.
In 2021, Ghatal had an 84.8%
turnout. Jhargram, which
witnessed violence at Garbe-
ta as BJP candidate Pranat
Tudu was a victim of stone-
pelting and a CISF man was
hit on the head, recorded an
83.4% turnout. The figures
were 85.4% in 2019 and 86.8%
inthe 2021 polls. On Saturday,
(Garbeta in Jhargram recor-
ded 86.8% , while Salbonihad
an 87% turnout, the highest
indJhargram LS.

Midnapore saw 81.5% pol-
ling on Saturday, while it was
over 84% in 2019 and 2021.
Bankura recorded 80.7% on
Saturday, while in 2019 it was
83.1% and in 2021 it was
84.2%. Purulia on Saturday
had the lowest turnout of
78.3% , though in 2019 it was
82.2% and in 2021 it was
81.8%. Para assembly in
Purulia saw 75.5% polling.

TMC MLA gets death threats on WA

Sukumar Mahato | un Nimtita station under Suti

PS in Murshidabad,
Behrampore: Former state CID arrested two vouths —
minister and Trinamool AbuSamadandSahidullslam

MLA Jakir Hossain lodgeda
complaint at Suti poli-
cestationon Saturday | %8
after receiving death
threats on WhatsApp. W

After preliminary [y
investigation. police

— in the case, which is now
being probed by NIA.
Hossain, who also
heads TMC's Jangipur
unit, said: “l1 am not
tech-savvy and do not
check WhatsApp regu-
found that the threat = larly But day before
messages were sent from vesterday [ found that someo-
Jharkhand. In Feb 2021, Hos- ne had threatened to kill me,
sain was injured in a bomb my wife and my entire family
blast, along with 26 others, at in bomb blasts. [ am frighte-

“It is shameful that people like
him, who claim to be independent
journalists, could act like other
AAP spokespersons and victim
shame me to the extent that T am
now facing extreme abuses
and threats,” she added.

mission for Women chief
highlighted in her post
that “the manner in which
the entire party machine-
ryand its supporters haveattemp-
ted to vilify and shame me, speaks
volumes on thelr stand on wo-
men’s issues”. Maliwal said she
would report these rape and death
threats to Delhi Police. “I hope
they talke strong action against
the perpetrators,” she added.

She also said: “In any case, if

The former Delhi Com-

nedas | have had a bitter expe-
rience at Nimtita station. lam
not yvet fully healed and will
undergo another surgery on
my leg in Coimbatore next
month. As my followers are
scared and concerned, I have
lodged a complaint. My se-
nior leaders are busy with
Lok Sabha polls. I would requ-
est Mamata di (CM Banerjee)
to give special attention to
this issue.”

Jangipur SP Ananda Roy
said: “We have started an
investigation.”

Getting rape & death threats, says Maliwal

Times News NeTwWoORK something happens to me, we
know who all instigated it.”

On Rathee’s video posted on
May 22, Maliwal listed the “facts”
that she alleged “he failed to men-
tion in his 2.5 minute video".

Maliwal said the video did not
mention that “the party took a U-
turn on its stand after accepting
the incident has happened; the
MLC report reveals injuries due
to the assault; selected part of the
video was released and then pho-
neof the accused wasformatted?”

She further highlighted that
Rathee missed out on raising qu-
estionson issues like— “the accu-
sed was arrested from the crime
scene (CM house). Why was he al-
lowed toenter the placeagain? For

tampering of evidence?”

 Hub of making sitars and guitars, Dadpur
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Each
time a sitar virtuoso tugs at
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BHUPESH
OGRA

18-6-1954 to 27-5-1981

Remembering you
is easy, We dao it
everyday but missing
you is a remorse that
never goes away.
We remember you
with fond affection,
love and deep
reverence today and
will do so forever,
Late M K Ogra
(Father) Late Prabha
Ogra (Mother)
Kalpana Dhar (Sister)

Primary
Saturday for alleged-
Iy molesting a woman
belongs to BSF and
not CISF, an EC offici-
al clarified on Sundawv.

The incident alle-
oedly took place when
the jawan asked the

water at her house.
CISFE, too, said in a
statement that nocom-
pany/battalion was
stationed near the
school nor any jawan
posted in the polling
booth. Debra police sa-
id the survivor could
not immediately dis-
tinguish between cen-
tral force personnel,
but it was later ascer-
tained the accused
was a BSF jawan. tun
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memory will remain in our heart always.
Somnath with Nag Family members,

IN MEMORY OF

PARUL NAG
(21.06.1925 -27.05.2005)

Maa - Missing vou very
on this day when you
left us on this day
nineteen vears back for
your eternal home. Your

heartstrings, it might just be
an ode to some nimble fin-
gers in faraway Dadpur. The
nondescript village in Ulube-
ria in Bengal's Howrah dis-
trict literally rises with
string melody and sleeps
with it. Most of its 250-odd
households are engaged in
making sitars, surbahars
and guitars.

TIMES Special

“This art is different from
many others. It requires not

just delicate craftsmanship

but a refined sense of music
too. That's achieved through
rigorous training, passion
and perseverance,” said Shy-
amal Halder whose father Ta-
rapada Halder started nearly
63 vears back when he went to
Lucknow as a youth and
learnt to make siringed In-
struments.

Shyamal’s words about
*training and passion” found
resonance on the verandah of
a house nearby. There, master

Most of Dadpur’s 250-o0dd households make sitars, surbahars and guitars

craftsman Dipak Halder was
engrossed in the task of “Joa-
ri” —fine-tuning a sitar
Intheserenity of Dadpur’s
abundant greenery, ponds and
serpentine lanes — almost re-
sembling a painting in water-
colour — Dipak was 1m-
mersed in playing Raag Jaun-
puri. The purity of the notes
his fingers produced was ac-
centuated by the ambience.
Dadpur’s Instruments
have travelled far and wide,
across the country and
abroad. Many in the village
have shifted to making instru-
ments from other professions.

“Sitarsandsurbaharsare
made in 12 workshops in this
village, At least one member
from each household is into
this,” said Samar Mondal,
who has been engaged in one
of the workshops fori7 years.
Crafting a sitar i1s an intri-
cate task.

Each part — body-mak-
ing, curving, engraving, pol-
ishing and tuning — re-
quires craftsmen specialis-
ing in that particular aspect.

Abhijit Mondal switched
to instrument-making a few
yvears back. He is now an ex-
pert in designing sitars and

d in stri

ng melody

surbahars. “Not a single part
ismadewith the helpof ama-
chine. It is wholly dependent
on human skills and acu-
men,” said Abhijit.

Kolkata, Varanasi, Luck-
now, Pune, Delhi and Patna
are among the cities from
where Dadpur gets big or-
ders. “Apart from bulk sales,
we get individual orders
from across the country
Many popular brands take
unfinished instruments
from us,” said Dipak. These
brands later customise the
instruments according to
their specifications.

Eminent Kolkata sitar
plaver Pundit Deboprasad
Chakrabarty wvouched for
Dadpur’s cachet. “They nev-
er compromise on quality
The price is reasonable, af-
fordable even for beginners.”

Ironically, the comment
about pricescoincided witha
jarring note in Dadpur — a
refrain about low earnings.
Most craftsmen complained
that they did not make
enough money in spite of
their full-time engagement
and the high market value of
their instruments, especial-
Iy when these were marketed
by big players.

BJP candidate held for hitting poll staff, vandalising EVM

Bhubaneswar: Prasanta Ja-
gadev, BJP MLA candidate
from Odisha's Khurda, was
arrested on Sunday for alleg-
edly vandalising an EVM and

assaulting a polling staffer in

MLA, earlier booked in 11

third phaseof LS and assemb- criminal cases and known for
Iy polls on Saturday, reports unruly conduct, had joined
Debabrata Mohapatra., BJP ahead of the elections on

The 55-vear-old two-time

Feb 29 this vear. This was two

yvears after CM Naveen Pat-
naik’s BJD expelled him for al-
legedly ramming his vehicle
into some BJP workers in
Khurda in March 2022,
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Man Yet To See
Baby, Couple
Who Lost 2 Kids
Among Bereaved

Abhay & Siddhivi Singh [

New Delhi: Ritik Chaudhary,
a farmer from Bulandshahr,
had been visiting Baby Care
New Born Hospital in Vivek
Vihar daily for the past week,
paving Es 10,000 each time to
see his baby, who was experi-
encing breathing difficulties,
On Sunday, unaware of the
tragic fire that had engulfed
the hospital the night before,
Chaudhary was on his way to
get his child discharged for a
ceremony back home.

He learned about the blaze
from a cousin in Delhi and ar-
rived at the hospital to disco-
ver that his baby was among
those who had perished.
Chaudhary had not yet found
the strength to inform his wi-
fe and family.

Pawan Kasana, a 27-year-
old UP Police constable from
Baghpat, lost his six-day-old

Many family members only found
out about the blaze on Sunday

daughter, who was being trea-
ted for an infection. Kasana
was on election duty when he
heard about the birth of his
firstchild and had noteven se-
en him once. The family had
vet to inform the baby’s mot-
her, Bharti, about the tragedy.

The situation outside a ne-
arby rescue centre where so-
me of the babies were taken
was chaotic. Rajkumar, 26,
from Ghaziabad, said: "I ad-
mitted my baby girl four days
ago as she had fever. She was
supposed to be discharged to-
day. I've been running from
hospital tomortuarytothere-
scue centre, tryving to find out
if my child has survived. I ha-
ve been looking at photos, vi-
deos and body tags.” Police sa-

id they could only confirm
her well-being after a DNA
match. Rajkumar and his wi-
fe had lost their first child.

The hospital allegedly on-
ly allowed families to visit bet-
ween 2 pm and 4 pm when
thev collected the daily bills.
Shakuntla, arelative, said, “If
they couldn't protect our
children, why did they tell us
to leave? We could have slept
on the road. Our baby might
have been safer in a govt ho-
spital; at least they would ha-
ve let us see her, at least they
would have informed us when
it happened.”

At GTB Hospital mortua-
ry, there were wails of despa-
ir. Amit Sharma, a relative of
one of the infants who died,
revealed that the family had
already endured the loss of
two children. “Last vear, they
had a stillborn. Prior to that,
they lost another child short-
Iy after conception.”

Shahnaaz Khatoon. 44, sa-
id: *When our grandchild fell
sick, wedidn'tthink about the
money, only about our child.
We collected money every 24
hours. Imagine hearing about
the death of your own child
through anewspaper.”

Family on 2nd floor has lucky
escape, loses shop in inferno

p Continued fromP 1

N imilarly, there was a clo-
SSE escape for a woman
' and her two daughters
who were living on the se-
cond floor of the building.
Theyv, however, lost their op-
tical shop in the incident.

Rajni Oberoi, who lives
adjacent to the hospital, sa-
id: “Initially, we thought the-
re was an issue with the
transformer when the blasts
began. I heard three explo-
sions, and by the time we rea-
ched the road in front of the
hospital, 8-9 blasts had alrea-
dy occurred.”

When cops started sear-
ching for the accused owner,
they found him missing. Ra-
ids were conducted and he
wassummeoned tojoin the in-
vestigation. He appeared be-
fore police in the evening
and wasarrested. An FIR un-
der IPC sections 304 (culpab-

Hospital licence expired in March, docs
not qualified for newborn care: Cops

An investigation by police has uncovered glaring lapses in the
operations of New Born Baby Care Hospital in Vivek Vihar
where a devastating fire occurred on Saturday night, reports
Abhay. The probe revealed that the hospital's licence had
expired on March 31 this year, yet it continued to operate
without any obstacles. Further, it appears that the doctors
lacked the necessary qualifications and expertise to provide
care for newborns requiring neo-natal intensive care.

The hospital also lacked a fire extinguisher and an emergency
exit, which are crucial in case of any unforeseen events. The police
are also investigating the possibility of anillegal oxygen cylinder
filling operation at the hospital. This line of inquiry was initiated
afteras many as 32 oxygen cylinders were found at the scene.

le homicide), 308 (attempt to
commiit culpable homicide),
336 (negligent conduct with
fire) and 34 (common inten-
tion) wasfiled.

The Municipal Corpora-
tion said: “The premises was
found consisting of ground
and first floor and was const-
ructed in 2001-02 and the ba-

by care hospital in this buil-
ding has been in operation
since 2015. This building was
built under the sanctioned
building plan. In this con-
text, ‘Other Activities' (in-
cludingnursing/hospital ac-
tivities) are allowed under
Chapter 15.0 Mixed Use Re-
gulations of Master Plan.

Rajkot fire ‘man-

Times NeEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A  special
bench of Gujarat High Court,
which assembled here on
Sunday to take suo motu cog-
nizance of the deaths at the
Rajkot gaming zone, called
the fire an “unfortunate trag-
edv” which was “prima facie
aman-made disaster”.

A bench of justices Biren
Vaishnav and Devan Desai
cited news reports and ob-
served that such gaming
zones and recreational facili-
ties in the state have come up
without necessary approvals
from competent authorities,

The judges directed four
municipal corporations —
Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Su-
rat and Rajkot —and the state
govt to come up with details
about the provisions of law

Gaming zone
lacked fire safety
equipment: FIR

pContinued fromP1

NA analysis is crucial
[) for providing closure to

grieving families. A fo-
rensic team has arrived in
Rajkot tocollect samples from
the site. “It 1s one of the big-
gest disaster victim identifi-
cation (DVI) cases in the co-
untry in recent vears,” said a
senior official from directora-
te of forensic sciences.

The FIR revealed that the
entertainment facility's
structure which was the he-
icht of a three-storey buil-
ding, lacked sufficient fire sa-
fety equipment. Police arres-
ted Yuvrajsinh Solanki, 30, a
partner in Raceway Enterpri-
se, and Nitin Lodha, 45, the fa-
cility’s manager and another
partner. Lookout notices have
been issued for the remaining
accused: Dhaval Thakkar, As-
hoksinh Jadeja, Kiritsinh Ja-
deja, Prakashchandra Hiran,
and Rahul Rathod.

The accused face charges
under maultiple sections of
[PC, including culpable homi-
cidenot amounting tomurder,
attempt to commit culpable
homicide, causing hurt by
actsendangering life or perso-
nal safety, and causing grievo-
us hurt by actsendangeringli-
fe or personal safety,

(Inpuis from Parth Shastri

in Alimedabad)

The court observed that gaming
zones had come up in the state
without necessary approval

under which their author-
ities allowed such gaming
zones to be set up and operat-
ed. The high court has grant-
ed one day’s time to the law-
yvers of these municipal cor-
porations to come up with re-
plies, The bench expressed
shock at news reports that

Innocent lives snuffed HC takes suo motu action, calls
out on dark Delhi night

e disaster’

TRP gaming zone in Rajkot
had taken advantage of the
loopholes in the Gujarat
Comprehensive General De-
velopment Control Regula-
tions (CGDCR) to pave the
way for creating illegal recre-
ational activities.

The court took notice of
the fact that like Rajkot, such
gaming zones have mush-
roomed in Ahmedabad, from
Sidhu Bhavan Road to SG
Highway and SP Ring Road,
“which pose significant
threat to public safety, espe-
cially innocent children”.

On the 1ssue of loopholes
in CGDCR, HC directed the
municipal corporations to
show whether the gaming
zones operating under their
respective jurisdictions had
undertaken compliance of
fire safety regulations.

Newlyweds, five of a
family among ‘missing’

Times News NETWORK

Rajkot: Pradeepsinh Chau-
han stood among many anx-
ious relatives of the “mis-
sing” outside Rajkot civil hos-
pital, enduring the sweltering
Sunday heat without food or
water, hoping for any positive
news about their loved ones.
None came. Chauhan said
five members of his family
perished in the devastating
fire at TRP Game Zone the
previous evening.

This included his 15-year-
old son, his brother-in-law,
and his sister’s family “Two
of my family members went
to the second floor to save the
children, but they could not
come out,” Chauhan said.
The toll touched 28.

Among the “missing™ was
a newly married couple—Vi-
vek, 26, and Khushali Dusara,

24—and their sister-in-law
Tisha. The family in Gir Som-
nath district spent a sleepless
night, unable toreach the cou-
ple over the phone. Vivek and
Khushali had tied the knot
just two months earlier, add-
ing to the heartbreak of their
sudden loss.

Surpalsinh Jadejahad vis-
ited the game zone with two
friends, but the trio was later
listed as “missing”. Kalpesh
Bagda, 22, had been working
at the game zone for the past
two vears. He is now presum-
ed dead. Bagda, a resident
ofAmreli district, had been a
source of hope for his family.
His uncle Mansukhbhai la-
mented: *..now everything is
gone,” Monu Gaud, a 17-year-
old who had come to work at
the game zone just 20 days ago
from UP, was alsoon the “mis-
sing” list,
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‘AAP netas a bunch of propagandists
who believe In Goebbels’ principles’

Contfident of significant gains in states like West Bengal, Odisha, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh while equally sure of retaining dominance in
north and central India, BJP president J P Nadda tells TOI's Akhilesh Singh his party is set to retain office with a thumping majority. Excerpts:

Just one phase of polling remains. What is
your assessment of BJP and NDA's
performance?

B See, BJP on its own has already
crossed the majority mark... some
guesstimates suggest the party has
won 310 seats after five phases. After
seven phases, our party is poised to
cross 370 seats and NDA will cross 400.
The mood across the country is very
positive for the BJP-led alliance. Vot-
ers trust Narendra Modi and they are
voting for BJP to make him PM again.
There is no ambiguity among them,
which makes us confident of winning
with a bigger margin. Even opposition
parties have started acknowledging
that BJP 1s winning and they are
sounding distressed. Their tone
changed from the third phase onwards
as they realised that there is a wave
for BJP and PM Modi.

Which factors do you think are working
for BIP?

B Modiji's leadership has been the key
factor. There is a general feeling, I
think unanimity, across the country
that PM Modi has brought about a
paradigm change across the social
spectrum, including the political cul-
ture of the country... politics of report
card, politics of accountability, perfor-
mance, last-mile delivery,

saturating implementa-
tion of social welfare
schemes. There is un-
flinching trust in PM Modi’s leader-
ship among diverse sections. Be it
educated or semi-educated, urban or
rural resident, they have all been ben-
eficiaries and the way global percep-
tion about the image of the country
has changed has resulted in optimism
and enthusiasm. Before 2014, there
was indifference towards governance
and political leadership of the country,
PM Modi changed that. Let me give
vou a few examples. We entered the
poll fray in Tamil Nadu and Kerala in
a big way and our candidates had to
face entrenched regional players like
AITADMEK and DMK in TN and the two
alliances (LDF, UDF) in Kerala. How-
ever, thanks to the Modi factor, we are
expecting seats from these states also,
If you look at the popularity chart,
Prime Minister Modi has trumped and
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there is hardly anvone raising ques-
tions about his leadership. Ease of
living, and empowerment of women,
poor, farmers and youth created a pro-
Modi wave. Besides, people are feeling
proud about the focus on cultural her-
itage as we have a slogan *Vikas Bhi,
Virasat Bhi’, which underlines our
aim to move on with the times and yet
remember our legacy.

Reports suggest that BJP is not improving
its performance in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
and its struggle for a foothold in the two
states continues.

® [ have no idea about vour source of
information but let me tell yvou that
our party is going to win seats in Ta-
mil Nadu and it could happen in Ker-

BJP is going to win

seats in Tamil Nadu

and it could
happen in Kerala too. We
may not win too many
seats but BJP's vote Is set
to increase significantly.
Modi's popularity was
seen in both states but
translating that
popularity into electoral
wins takes time as you
need a strong local
organisation and
winnable candidates.
However, we are going to
break the myth about TN
and Kerala being alien
territory for us and our
footprint there Is going to
only expand

ala too. We may not win too many seats
but BJP’'s vote is set to increase sig-
nificantly Modi’s popularity was seen
in both states but translating that
popularity into electoral wins takes
time as vou need a strong local organ-
isation and winnable candidates. How-
ever, we are going to break the myth
about TN and Kerala being alien ter-
ritory for us and our footprint there is
going to only expand.

What is your reaction to AAP’s allegation
that their Rajya Sabha MP, Swati Maliwal,
is a ‘BJIP agent'?

m See, AAP leaders, and | say with full
responsibility, are urban Naxals in
disguise. And in a way, their style of
functioning is to create disorder in

society. Therefore, spreading lies and
falsehoods come easily to them. They
had pledged not to join politics, they
floated a political outfit, they ruled out
alliance with Congress but they are
now allies, They claim to be anti-cor-
ruption but have been proven to be,
despite being a voung outfit, the most
corrupt. They assured respect for
women, look at the way they have be-
haved (Maliwal's assault). There is a
huge gap between what they say and
what they do. The liguor scam and as-
sault on a woman MP have exposed
them. Swati Maliwal's case has ex-
posed Arvind Kejriwal personally, his
true face is now there for people to see.
This is their way of functioning that
they first commit sin (paap) and then
make wild allegations to divert atten-
tion. They believe in anarchy. They
have no ideology.. their only ideology
1s to grab power and hold it at all costs.
When they are caught red-handed,
then their conduct gets more outra-
eous, Maliwal is Kejriwal's party MP,
the incident happened in his house,
and they released the video, his party
MP made the allegations and lodged
an FIR and they have to call her a BJP
agent. AAP leaders are propagandists,
who believe in Goebbels' principles.

You sound confident that NDA will win 400
seats but reports suggest that BJP is not
doing too well in Uttar Pradesh despite
there being no SP-BSP alliance like 2019.
Moreover, construction of Ram temple
has taken place but it seems a sweep by
BJP is far-fetched.

B Ram temple is an issue of faith for
us and not a political issue, we have
maintained it for years and still feel
so. If vou remember, the alliance of
the two caste-based parties (SP and
BSP) in 2019 was said to be formidable
and it was believed BJP won't repeat
its success of 2014. However, political
pundits were proven wrong and BJP
won 62 seats and the alliance’s tally
was 64. Again, there has been an at-
tempt to set the poll narrative on caste
and communal lines., However, the
groundswell 15 so different from the
reports you are talking about. There
is a one-way wave in favour of BJP and
people have made up their minds to
make BJP the winner again.

There is no denying
6 that an attempt in

Rajasthan was made
to divide voters on caste lines
and | can say that the
opposition succeeded in a
few seats. | agree that there
are tough contests in a few
seats but | don't see
significant damage
happening there

Maharashtra and Karnataka played a big
role in helping BJP cross 300 seats in
2019. But the political situation in both
states has changed.

® There will not be much of a differ-
ence in the two states. BJP will achieve
90% of its targets.

Similar reports are coming from
Rajasthan as well.

B There is no denying that an attempt
in Rajasthan was made to divide vot-
ers on caste lines and I can say that
the opposition succeeded in a few
seats. I agree that there are tough con-
tests in a few seats but I don’t see sig-
nificant damage happening there.

Your tenure as BIP president has wit-
nessed induction of outsiders. Don't you
think there will be a clash of ambitions
and interests and that may translate into
disappointment among the old party
members?

® 'We focus on three important factors.
First, BJP is an ideology-based party,
second we are cadre-based and third
we have a mass following. We don't
accept all but we follow a long pro-
cess of due diligence and assess
them on the three parameters.

We assess what strength is add-

ed, our old cadres are not dis-
turbed and our ideology is not
compromised. Our party is a big
family, and we ensure a balance to
safeguard the interests of the party
cadre and accommuaodating a newcom-
er. You haven't heard of any protest
against anyone joining the party. We

manage it. We also take cadres into
confidence. There might be reserva-
tions in a few quarters but our inter-
nal democracy and structure are so
inclusive that anvone joining the
party feels the comfort.

BJP won 303 seats in 2019 but your target
is to win 370 this time, which states do
you think the party is improving?

® West Bengal is for sure, look at the
way Mamata Banerjee is behaving.
She is set to be wiped out, I won't be
surprised if BJP wins 18 seats in
Odisha.
double-digit figures in Telangana and
doing well in Andhra Pradesh
with our allies. North-east and north
India will be intact.

There is discussion that RSS has not been
very active in the ongoing polls?

m Not at all. RSS is a social organisa-
tion and not a political outfit. You
can't expect it to work like a political
organisation, it won't be acceptable
for its leadership

also. But we have
a common ideo-
logical bond
and we work
for the same
ideological
goals, We have
always received
RSS support in
our endeavours
and they have
been helpful this

time too.

Hry, Odisha
see significant
uptick in voter

turnout data

pContinued fromP1

T The overall turnout in

rHCT of Delhi stood revi-

A sed to 58.7% on Sunday
evening from57.7% at11.45pm
on Saturday. This is, however,
gtill lower than the 60.6% tur-
nout recorded in 2019. All the
seven parliamentary consti-
tuencies in Delhi, too, have
clocked lower turnouts as
compared to the last Lok Sab-
ha election.

As per data available on
the voter turnout app on Sun-
day evening, North East Delhi
parliamentary constituency
witnessed the highest polling
inthestate at 62.8%. Like 2019,
New Delhi clocked the lowest
turnout at 55.4%, followed by
South Delhi at 56.4%. The pol-
ling percentage on Sunday
evening was 57.8% in North
West Delhi, 58.6% in Chandni
Chowk, 58.8% in West Delhi
and 59.5% in East Delhi.

There was a climb of 4.4
percentage points in turnout
in Haryvana, up from 60.4% at
Saturday 11.45 pm to 64.8% on
sSunday evening.

The uptick was also signi-
ficant in Odisha; the revised
turnout was 4.1 percentage po-
ints higher that the 69.6% pol-
ling declared by EC towards
the end of pollingday.

West Bengal saw a 3.2 per-
centage point jump from
79.5% to82.7%, possibly dueto
polling parties having taken
time to return from the remo-
te polling stations.

The rise in turnout in
Jharkhand was around 1.6
percentage points, in Biharl.9
percentage points, in J&K 0.5
percentage points and in Del-
hi,1percentage points.

The turnout figure for UP
was almost the same as Satur-
day. The Commission had on
Saturday said it will publish
the updated voter turnout fi-
cures for Phase 6 by May 30.

Turnouts—whichare pre-
sently based on EVM votes
and do not include postal bal-
lotswhicharecounted onlvon
results day — have fluctuated
through the phases, with Pha-
se 4 having recorded the hig-
hest polling at 569.2% . followed
by 66.7% in Phase, 66.1% in
Phase and 65.7% in Phase 3.
The graph dipped to the lo-
west at 62.2% in Phase 5 but
has since climbed back to
63.2% in Phaseb.

Oppn hatching three
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its pledge in 2014. “Not

just that, SP said it wo-
uld allocate a 156% guota to
Muslims in police and PAC
(Provincial Armed Consta-
bulary).” PM Modi raked up
Congress’s “pre-2014 plan to
declare schools, colleges,
and universities as minority
institutions”.

“For this, Congress swift-
ly changed laws overnight
and declared thousands of
educational institutions as
minority institutions. Pre-
viously, these institutions
provided reservationsto SC/
ST/0OBCs, but that was
completely abolished and re-
servations were now given to
Muslims,” he said.

At Deoria, Modi said he
wasn't surprised that “jiha-
dis across the border” were
backing 5P and Congress’s
campaign for a “vote jihad”.
He accused both parties of
working on the agenda of
“anti-national powers” by an-
nouncing they would repeal
CAA and restore Article 370.

A few davs ago, the PM
had on social media shared a
video of Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi campaigning in UP
“10-12 vearsago”, where he is
purportedly heard accusing

= I The PM said SP repeated

big conspiracies: PM

[ ) B

PM Modi raked up Congress's
“pre-2014 plan to declare schools,
colleges and universities as
minority institutions”

Mulavam Singh of going
back on a promise to provide
reservation to Muslims.

In Ghosi, where he add-
ressed another large gathe-
ring, Modi said: “Today, I ha-
vecome to alertthe people of
Purvanchal and Ghosiabout
the big conspiracy of the IN-
DIA bloe.”

Citingtheopposition alli-
ance's three “big conspiraci-
es”, he said: “First, they will
change the Constitution so
that reservation can be given
based on religion. Second,
they will end reservations
for SC, ST and OBC. Third,
they will distribute the enti-
re reservation basketamong
Muslims.”

Modi said a new conspi-
racy was being hatched to

achieve their objective.
“They are declaring Muslim
castes as OBCs overnight,.
Recently, Calcutta High Co-
urt rejected OBC reserva-
tions for 77 classes in West
Bengal. The vote-hungry
Congress and SP want to
change Ambedkar’s Consti-
tution sothat their nefarious
designs can't be challenged
in court.”

Attacking SP and Cong-
ress again for turning down
the invitation to attend the
Ram temple’s consecration,
the PM said their senior
functionaries tried to even
find fault in the construction
of the shrine when nothing
else worked.

He said this was the same
opposition that conspired to
overturn the SC verdict on
Ram Janmabhoomi, justlike
the Shah Bano case. “When 1
expose them, they start rai-
sing slogans about digging
my grave.”

He cautioned voters that
INDIA bloc wanted castes
like Rajbhar, Kushwaha,
Gond, Kurmi, Brahmin, Raj-
put, Kayashtha, and Sindhi
to fight among themselves
and eventually get weaker
“Caste divides will benefit
the alliance, which wants to
divert people’s attention
from actual issues.”

Times News NETwoORK

Will enforce UCC in 5 yrs: Shah

New Delhi: Home minister
Amit Shah, confident of a
third term for the Narendra
Modi-led govt, has asserted
that Uniform Civil Code will
be implemented across the
country in the next five vears
and justified the PM’'s stri-
dent opposition to Muslim
gquota by sayving that if oppos-
ing it was religion-based
campaign, then BJP would
continue doing so.

In an interview with PT1,
Shahclaimed BJP had noten-
gaged in religion-based cam-
paign. He accused Congress
of misleading people on Mus-
lim reservations, asserting
that BJP's stance was consis-
tent with its policies in Kar-
nataka and Andhra Pradesh.

Amit Shah at an election rally in
Bihar's Sasaram on Sunday

Shah defended Modi’s crit-
icism of Congress's religious
quotas and wealth redistrib-
ution promises, questioning
the practicality and sincerity
of such commitments.

“If they divide the truth
into pieces to mislead people,
then isn't it our duty to put
these pieces together and in-

form people,” he said.

shah debunked allega-
tions about tampering of
EVMs by citing the opposi-
tion’s successes in West Ben-
gal, Telangana, Himachal Pra-
desh and other states and said,
“If those elections were fair,
then thiselection 1s alsofair”™

The minister said Con-
eress had realised that it was
headed for another defeat
and had started cooking up
excuses to pre-emptively ex.
plain the impending loss.

Shah claimed BJP would
achievealargervictory inop-
position-governed states due
to a “positive mandate” for
Modi. He reiterated BJP'scon-
fidence that its alliance would
cross the 400-seat mark, call-
ing it a well thought-out goal
rather thana mere slogan,

THEN IS NOW I
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Excuse me, is this where the talks for seat
adjustment between our parties are to be held?

If there's one thing that has remained the
same over the last seven decades in the
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If voted to office, will fill
up 30L vacancies: Rahul

Times News NETWORK

Kullu/Shimla: Congress-
led INDILA bloc has set itself
“a realistic target” of filling

30 lakh job vacancies as soon

as it comes to office,
unlike PM  Modi's
“false promise” of
providing  employ-
ment to 2 crore people,
MP Rahul Gandhi
said while campaign-
ing in Himachal on Sunday.

He declared Congress
would also waive erippling
farm loans and scrap the al-
legedly ill-conceived Agni-
path scheme for recruitment
tothe armed forces.

Rahul said Modi had
been “openly saying” the HP

(i)

govt would be toppled, but
the party was made of ster-
ner stuff. “BJP toppled the
Goa, Arunachal and MP
govts by giving bribes in

crores of rupees. But vou

won't be able to do the
same in Himachal be-
cause people of this
M state know you too
well,” hesaid in Una,
Modi had said in
Mandi, where BJP has
fielded actor Kangana Ra-
naut, that the Congress
eovt’s days were numbered.
Calling Modi the “epi-
centre of corruption”, Ra-
hul asked why central govt
was not revealing names of
those who donated under
the electoral bond scheme.

We are headed for

‘BJP-led Guj govt
allowed Muslim quota
under OBC category’

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesgroup.com

Patna: A day after PM Naren-
dra Modi accused INDIA bloc
of planning to give reserva-
tions meant for OBCs/SCs/
STs/EBCs to Muslims, Bihar
leader of opposition and ex-
deputy CM Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav on Sun-
day wrote to the former,
alleging BJP-governed
Gujarat govt allowed
Muslim guotas under
OBC category. Tejashwi
also attached with his letter a
purported “central list of
OBC Muslims for Gujarat” to
buttress his point.

“Perhaps, you are not
aware that various Muslim
castes are availing reserva-
tions under OBC category
You vourself have served as
the CM of Gujarat for 13
years,” Tejashwi wrote in his
two-page letter to the PM, ad-
vising against “spreading
confusion and hatred”,

The RJD functionary men-
tioned how the Centre “discov-
ered a unigue way to end reser-
vations” granted under the
Constitution. “Reservation is
available only in govt jobs un-
der Articles 15 and 16 of the
Constitution, but since wyou
have abolished govt jobs from
railways, army, and oth-
er departments, the con-
ceptof reservation auto-
matically stands can-
celled,” Tejashwi said.
He also addressed the is-
# sue of reservations in
the private sector, which he
claimed the PM has ignored.

Tejashwi also slammed
the PM over his “mujra” re-
mark . "After buffaloes and
mangalsutras, the PM now us-
es the term mujra. Should the
language of a PM be like
this?” the RJD leader asked.

Tejashwi accused the PM
for “publicly threatening” to
send him to jail and “under-
mining the importance of the
central agencies”,

* INDIA to form next

oovt, Modi didn’t fulfil
any promise: Kharge

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesgroup.com

Patna: Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday called Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi “jhoothon
kasardar” (master of lies), al-
leging that he did not
fulfil any promise he
had made to the voters.

“He (PM) had prom-
ised to give two crore
jobs to wvouths every
vear, bring black money

and not NDA, would form the
next govt at the Centre,
Kharge said Congress re-
gimes 1n states did what they
promised before assembly
polls. “We waived loans of
farmers worth Rs 72,000
crore,” Kharge said.

On the unemploy-
ment issue, Kharge said
former Bihar deputy
CM Tejashwi Prasad
Yadavy alone gave
around five lakh jobs to
the youths in a single

stashed in Swiss banks, in-
crease the farmers’ income,
and make the cities smart.
Did he do anything?” Kharge
said at an election meeting.
Without naming NDA or
Modi, he said: “Galti se agar
woaagave, toh dictator banke
aapko ghulam bana denge
(If by mistake they form the
oovt, they will make wvou
slaves under adictator).”
Claiming that INDIA bloc,

state. “Just imagine how
many jobs could be given in
the whole country™ he said.
“This time neither Modi nor
Nitish (Kumar) would come
to power,..Is baar gathband-
han aavega (INDIA bloc will
form the next govt),” he said.
Slamming CM Nitish Ku-
mar for going back tothe NDA
fold, Kharge advised Tejash-
winot to take him back to the
Grand Alliance in future,
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Cab panel OKs 1-month  FTII batchmates instrumental

extension for Army chief

‘No Senior Post
Will Be Filled
Before Polls End’

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a highly un-
usual move that could impact
the line of succession in the
12-lakh strong foree, the govt
on Sunday granted a month's
extension to Army chief Gen-
eral Manoj Pande just sixdays
before his slated retirement
on May 31.

The inordinate delay in
announcing the successor of
Gen Pande, who took over as
the 20th Army chief in April
2022 and turned 62 thismonth,
had already triggered wide-
spread speculation that a su-
persession inthe military hie-
rarchy was in the offing, amid
the continuing confrontation
with China ineastern Ladakh
aswellastheimpending move
to create integrated theatre
commeands.

The extension by the PM-
led Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) will add
further grist to the mill since
the next senior-most Army of-
ficer, vice chief Lt-Gen Upen-
dra Dwivedi (Jammu and
Kashmir Rifles), as well as the
one after him, Southern Com-
mand chief Lt-Gen Ajai Ku-
mar Singh(Gorkha Rifles), are

Army chief General Manoj Pande's
extension comes just six days
before his retirement on May 31

both slated to retire on June 30.
The Army, Navy and IAF
chiefs can serve till 62 or for
threevears, whichever isearli-
er, while a Lt-Gen rank officer
retires at 60 unless he is ap-
proved for the four-star rank.

A top govt official, howey-
er, told TOI that “any specula-
tion or controversy is unwar-
ranted” because it had been
decided that no senior post
would be filled before the elec-
tion process was completed.

“No top-level military or
civilian posting has beendone
in the last one month. The
next Army chief was sched-
uled to take over on May 31,
one day before the last phase
of polling. Now, the next govt
can announce the new Army
chief in mid-June, who will
then take over from Gen
Pande on June 30 (both Lt-
Gens Dwivedi and Singh will
gtill be in the reckoning),” the
official said.

Theelection model code of

conduct, however, did not pre-
vent the govt from announc-
ing on April 19 that Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi would take
over as the new Navy chief
from Admiral R Hari Kumar
on April 30.

While Lt-Gens Dwivedi
and Singh are both from the
same course, the former be-
came GoC-in-C of the Udham-
pur-based Northern Com-
mand in Feb 2022 and then the
vice chief in Feb this year. Lt-
Gen Singh became GoC-in-C
of the Pune-based Southern
Command in Nov 2022,

The next three officers in
seniority are Northern Com-
mand and Central Command
chiefs, Lt-Gens M V Suchin-
dra Kumar and N S Raja Sub-
ramani,and chief of integrat-
ed defence staff Lt-Gen J P
Mathew. The onlv available
example of an extension be-
ing granted was when Indira
Gandhi extended the tenure
of Gen G G Bewoor (who had
succeeded Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw's also slightly
extended tenure as Army
chief afterthe1971 war)in 1975
to deny the post to Lt-Gen P 5
Bhagat.

The NDA govt has junked
the long-enshrined seniority
principle two times during its
10-vear tenure. First, it super-
seded two senlor Li-Gens
(Praveen Bakshiand P M Har-
iz) to appoint Gen Bipin Ra-
watas Army chief in Dec 2016.

» Continued fromP 1

A lso,an FTIl student’s

\{{‘:hldananda Naik)

film, titled *Sunflow-

ers Were the First to Know’,

won the main prize in La

Cinef section. It's fantastic
forusand FTIL”

Paval's batchmates and
other alumnirecall that the
2015 protest was “against
the appointment of people
who had no achievement in
filmmaking” but were al-
legedly included in FTII's
governing council for polit-
ical reasons. Harishankar
MNachimuthu, ex-president
of FTIlI Students’ Associ-
ation and spearhead of the
agitation, said Payal al-
ways had a vision about
where she wanted to goand
was willing to fight it out,
“She was denied a scholar-

in shaping my ideas, says Payal

Historic feat has made India proud: PM

M Narendra Modi on Sunday congratulated Payal Kapadia

for her historic win at Cannes for her film ‘All We Imagine
as Light’, for which she received the ‘Le Grand Prix' award. The
PM wrote on X: “India is proud of Payal Kapadia for her
historic feat of winning the Grand Prix at the 77th Cannes Film
Festival for her work ‘All We Imagine as Light’. An alumnus of
FTII, her remarkable talent continues to shine on the global
stage, giving aglimpse ofthe rich creativity inIndia. This
prestigious accolade not only honours her exceptional skills
but also inspires a new generation of Indian filmmakers.” Tun

shipand aforeignexchange
opportunity for participa-
ting in the four-month pro-
test. But even she would
agregthat FTIImadeusbet-
ter filmmakers, better hu-
man beings, and responsib-
lecitizens,” hesaid.

Paval credited her
teachers and students at
FTII for her success, saying
that while not everyone
needed to go to a film

school, the institute bene-
fited her with the dissemi-
nation of different cine-
matic ideas. “My batch-
mates were instrumental
in shaping my ideas. At
FTII, we got to see films
from all over the world and
this exposure helped me
make my film.” Payal's
peersand seniors see heras
afilmaficionado perpetual-
Iy behind the camera.

As mercury soars, bodies
pile up in Jaipur morgue

Intishab.Ali@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: Bodies in Jaipur’'s
state-run  SMS Hospital's
mortuary have piled up in the
past two weeks and overshot
its capacity after several were
picked up from roadsides
amid Rajasthan's searing
summer, fuelling fears many
could be suspected heat-
stroke victims.

On Sunday, Rajasthan con-
firmed its first heat casualty
this wear, 40-vear-old Moti
Singh of Sarana village in
Ajmer. The granite worker
fell ill Saturday while loading
stones on a tractor trolley. He
died on the way from a rural
health centre to the district
hospital.

Until now, the govt denied
anyv heat deaths, though the
mercury's march to 50 de-
grees Celsius in some dis-
trictsled toclaimsabout fatal-

degrees Celsius in some districts

ities and grave illnesses. The
numbers at SMS Hospital's
mortuary — which has a ca-
pacity of 40 —are telling.

The bodies have almost
doubled to 42 from 22 on May
10. Half are of unidentifiedin-
dividuals. Officials said these
were typically found by police
on the streets.

According to officials, the
surge in unidentified bodies
may be attributed to heat-
wave deaths but cannot be of-
ficially categorised as such.

" RETHINKING, RENEWING, REINVENTING

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Mum hoarding site not ours: Rlys

Mumbai: Indian Railwavs
has sent a letter to Mumbai
crime branch saying that the
Ghatkopar plot, where a
hoardingcollapsed onMay 13
claiming 17 lives, does not be-
long to them, report Ahmed
Ali & Sanjeev Devasia. The
letter thus confirms that the
plot belongs to the Maha-

rashtra govt which allotted
the land to GRP.

The accused, Bhavesh
Bhinde, secured approval
from GRP though it needed
civic clearance as it was not
central govt land. “For doing
anything on it, they had to
follow civic regulations,” an
official said.
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DEAR WEEKLY LOTTERY
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Mr. GAUTAM NAYEK from
PURBA MEDINIPUR, WEST
BENGAL has won Rs. 1 Crore

CRORE won sy

PURBA MEDINIPUR RESIDENT

as first prize in Dear Weekly
Lottery in the draw held on
07.01.2024. His winning
ticket number is 97] 19340.
He has submitted his prize-
winning ticket along with
the prize claim form to the
Nodal Officer, Nagaland
State Lotteries located at
Kolkata. "1 would like to
express my heartfelt thanks
to Dear Lottery and
Nagaland State Lotteries for
this golden opportunity
which has made me a
Crorepati. My life will get
more financial support with
the prize money of One
Crore rupees which | have
won from Dear Lottery,” said
the winner.

|, Pankaj Saboo son of Sn Nemi Chand
Saboo, Residing at 89/378, PARK
RESIDENCY, 4th Lane, Bangur Park,
P.O. & P. S. - Rishra, District - Hooghly,
Pin - 712248, my wife name has been
wrongly recorded as Priya Saboo in the
place of Smt. Upma Saboo in my
Passport. | declared that my wife
henceforth be known as Upma Saboo as
declared before the Leamed 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate, Serampore,
Hooghly, vide Affidavit No. 4833 dated
22105/2024, Priya Saboo and Upma
Saboo both are the same one and
identical person

LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

{&) OPEN E-TENDERNOTICE /5=

No, COSTCRJPLUB e Tender/ 190162 Diate:
220572024, The following e-Tenders can be
accessed under the hink www.ireps.gov.in,
COffers for such e-Tender can be submitted
only electronically by accessing the link
www.ireps.gov.in-tlogin= E-Tender
Stores/Supply. Vendors muny also contact the
following officials to obtain clanfication
regarding particular tender or IREPS related
information il any, Dyv.CMM HOQYCLWY
Chittarangan, 0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/
HO), 0341-2535631. Office  Address: Office
of the PCMM ACLW/Chittaranjan. 51 No.;
Tender No.: Brief Deseription of Item:
Ouantity; Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees);
Tender Closing Date & Time (15T) are as
follenw: [1]: 75244 103; Aluminiwin Sheets &
Plates for WAG-9HC Loco, CLW?S Speon.
Na, CLW/ M5/3/075 ALT-7, (Consisting of
09 {nine) items as per set details attached)

Locos as per Drg/Specn. No.CLW MS 3035
ALT-2. (U] set consist of (4 items as per sel
details attached) [Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery]: T06.00
Set; #7RT260,00: 24/06/2024 at 11:00 AM.
|3]: 75244082; Filter Frame AsslviFLY
SCREEN) tor WAG-9HC Loco as per
DRGMNO, 1209-11-235-1TY Al 1 & [200-
11-235- 174 Al 1, Cat, No. R/SYO0TE,
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of deliverv]; 894,000 Set; T 1R2R60,(H;
1406/ 2024 at 110 AN [4]; 752437049;
Brake Gear Arrangement & Detals for WAG-
9HC Loco. Scope of supply as per Category
MNo: = V9D A (Copy attached with the
lender documents) [Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery]; 872.00
Sety # 2000000 00; 1006:2024 at 11:00 AM.
|5]; T5244088; WINDOWS for WAG-9HC
Loco, as per Drg./Specn. No. CLW/MS/3/014
Alt-5, Category Mo, RA001 7, [Each Setisa
Loco Set consisting of 2 items][Warranty
Period: 30 Months after the date of delivery];

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by these present thal our
client S5ri. Poonam Choudhary, S/o.5n
Kalaram Choudhary, Rio Plot.No.1352 & 1553,
Flat.Mo.501, Raja Rajeshwari Nagar,
Kondapur, Beside Gam Motors, Kondapur,
Fanga Reddy Dist. Telanagana-500084, is
intending to purchase Scheduled Property-|,
a portion of the Plot No.125, admeasuring fo
an extent of Ac. 2495 Gts in Sy No. 172 situated
at Bollaram-(V), Narsapur Talug, Medak-Dist,,
and bounded by: NORTH: Neighbours Land,
SOUTH: remaining portion of tha land in Plat
Mo.125 being sold to Auro enterprises PviLid.,
EAST: Road No.B, Wast: Plol Na.135 and
Scheduled Property |1, a portion of the Plat
Mo. 125, admeasuring 1o an extent of Ac.2 500
Gtz in Sy. Mo 172 situated at Bollaram-{V},
Marsapur Taleg, Medak-Dist., and bounded
by: NORTH: remaining portion of the land in
Plot No.125 being =old to Manaksia Crowns
Pyt Lid., SOUTH: Plot No_124, EAST: Road
Mo, B, West: Plot No. 135, for a valuable sale
considaration from M/s, BKM |ndustries
Limited situated at Commerce Houwse, 2nd
Flogr, Boom Mo, 11, 24, Ganesh Chandra
Bvanue, Kolkata - 700 013.

Therefora, our client is heraby calls upon
the public in genaral that, if anybody is having
any objection or interest over the said proparty,
they may contact the undersigned with all the
original documents within 7 (Seven) days from
the date of this notice otherwise our clignt will
proceed with sale transaction as if there are
no abjections from any quarter,

Sdi- Nyapathi Jayapal, Advocale,

For RVR Associates
IPR Attomeys & Advocates, G-4. #3-4-543 &
544, Laxmi Milayam Apartments
Marayanguda, Hyderabad-Z7, Telangana

+91 BI0ORGE501, +91 91001 10066

[ Warranty Period: 30 Months afier the date |29 1L.00 Set: T406560.00; 26/06/2024 at

of delivery]: 850000 Set; #1246 140.00:
13/06/2024 at 11:00 AM. [2]; T5243838; PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan.
Blind Installation (LH & RH) for WAG-9HC [IRTGRTETTRRTRTRR F I T Gl W ET

11:00 AN

b
=i

(1)

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION
DEVELOPMENT WORKS AT
GOODS SHED
E-tender notice No. 07 of 2024-2025
dated 24.05.2024; (01) e-Tender No.:
DRM-ADI-89-2024-25; Name of work:-
Kandla port;- Developmen! waorks at
Goods shed (Composite work);
Approximate NIT Cost: ¥
24,35,43 360.02; EMD Cost: ¥
13.67,700.00; Closing date & time of e-
tender: Date 18.06.2024 at 15:00 hrs;
Opening date & time of e-tander: Date
18.06.2024 at 15:30 hrs; Office
Address: 5r. Divisional Engineer,
[(Coordination), Ahmedabad, DREM
Office, Mear Chamunda Bridge. Opp.
Mew Swadeshi Mill, Naroda Road,
Amdupura, Ahmedabad - 3B2 345,
Website for particlpating e-tender:

www.lreps.gov.in a5

BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

INVITATION FOR TENDER (Only through kpp portal)

BWSSE invites tenders in Two cover system from eligible tenderers for the following works.

Name of the Work

Sub-division, EEC division. (3rd Call).
IFT No.: BWSSB/EIC/ACE(UFW)/TA/52

Office of the Engineer-in-Chief, 2nd Floor, Gauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bangalore- 560 009.
Date: 24.05.2024

Work of Construction of 4 ML capacity Ground level reservoir, providing and laying of
450mm dia MS water supply inlet feeder main to GLR from High Grounds service
reservoir. Construction of pump house with service sation and allied works at football
ground, ward No. 60 Sagayapuram, Pulikeshinagara constituency under AEEC-1-2

| 124 Date: 24.05.2024.
Work of Modemnization & Remodelling of Water Supply Systems in Thyagarajanagara area | Rs. 468.58 Lakhs
ofexisting SW3DMA13 - under AEE(SW)-3 Sub-Division limits of BWSSE, Bangalore.

Work of Modernization & Remodelling of Water Supply Systems in Srinagara area of
existing SW3DMAOD3 - under AEE(SW)-3 Sub-Division limits of BWSSB, Bangalore.,

Amount put to tender
EMD

Rs. 2615 Lakhs

Rs. 26.15 Lakhs

| Rs.7.05 Lakhs

Rs. 461.78 Lakhs
Rs. 6.95 Lakhs

contact the undersigned office during working hours.
DIPR/CP/RA/117/2024-25

The last date for uploading of completed tender document is on: 10.06.2024 upto 16:00Hrs. The Bids will be
opened on: 11.06.2024 after 16:00Hrs. The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-
procurement process can be obtained by logging on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. For further details

Sdl-
Engineer-in-Chief.
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We are India's first listed company in solid waste management, and are
leading the transformative movement against climate change through
our innovative recycling and waste-to-energy efforts. With our strong
environmental commitment, we manage over 5 million tonnes of waste

yearly. Join us in promoting #SustainabilityWithGrowth!
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ANTONY/WASTE

Antony Waste Handling Cell Limited

CIN : L90D01MH2001PLC130485. Reg. Off. : A-59, Road No. 10,
Wagle Industrial Estate, Thane (West) - 400 604, Maharashtra, India

Scan code to
View Results

@ antony-waste
€3 @antonywaste
& www.antony-waste.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Our client propeses to acquire absolute ownership of the property currently bearing
municipal corporation PID MNo. 197536 (old PID Mo. 38/4345), Plat Mo, 1+3+5+6+7
forming part of resurvey Mo, 106A, 1078, 108A and 108A together with commercial
building popularly known as “Akshay Sky Mall"constructed therson along with afl the
structures, building, plant & machinery, fittings and fixtures instalied therein and situated
at Village Krishnapur, Hobli Chabbi, Taluk Hubballi Magara, District Dharwad, State
Karnataka, more fully described in the schedule below together with all the utilities,
amenities and facilities developed on the Building Plot and collectively, refemmead to as the
“Property”. from its owner, M/s. Suresh Enterprises Private Limited, {CIN No.
US1109KAT1983PTCO14100), a company gavernad by the provisions of the Companies
Act, 2013, having its registered office at "Akshay Centre’, Gokul Road. Hubli — 580 030,
Karnataka (the “Owner”). The Owner has represented that, except for the lease deeds/
leave and license agreements | lellers of intent [ term sheets enlered inlo with
prospective retailers for retail units developed al the Property, and the morigage created
in favour of Mis. Siddhasirl Souharda Sahakari Sangha Nivamit, Vijaypur (formerly
known as Mls Siddhasii Souharda Sahakar Niyamit) concerning the Property
(collectively, referred to as the “Encumbrances”), the Owner has not martgaged,
created any len or encumbered the Praperty or part thereof in any manner and that the
Owner has not entered into any other agreement of sale/development agreement/
memarandum of understanding/arrangement etc., with any personis with regard to the
Property. The Owner has further represented that it is the absclute owner of the Property
having clear and marketable, right, title and interest therein and that apart from I, there s
na other personds having any right, title or claim over the Property. Any personis, antity,
trust, firm, HUF, institution (corporate or otherwise) having claims, demand, right, title or
interest, minor's claim or any right of whatsoever nature capable of establishing such
claim, demand, right, title or interest with respect to the Property shall lodge thedr written
objections/claims together with all documentary evidence within fourteen (14) days
from the date of this notice with the undersigned. Failing to do so, it shall be presumed
that save and except the aforesad Encumbrances, the ownership and title of the Cwner
with respect to the Property is clear, marketable, and free from all encumbrances of any
kind whatsoever, and our client shall then proceed to complete the proposed sale
ransaction. Any claims or alleged Interesis, which are received without documantary
evidence or received after fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this notice
shall be deemed ta be invalid and not binding on the parties to the proposed transaction.

SCHEDULE
Description of the Property

All that piece and parcal of the land currently bearing municipal corporation PID No,
197536 (old PID No. 38/4345), Plot No. 1+3+5+8+7, which is a part of resurvey No,
1064, 1078, 1084 and 1094 admeasuring 1,34,198.73 sguare feet {equivalent to
12,467.67 square meters) (“the Building Plot™) together with commercial building
constructed therson and popularly known as 'Akshay Sky Mall’ comprising of Cellar-1 +
Celiar -2 + ground floor + 4 upper floors, having an approximate gross buill-up area
including common areas admeasuring 6,43,319.09 square feet (i.e., equivalent lo
59,766.30 square meters) and units having an approximale campet area of 3,21,214.13
square feet (i.e., equivalent to 29,841.77 square meters) and parking area of 97,156.02
square feet {i.e., equivalent to 3026.09 sguare maters) (the “Building™) along with all
the Building plant & machinery, fitings and fixtures installed therein {the “Fixtures”)
together with all the appurterant ufilities, amenities and faciliies developed on the
Building Plot and situated at Village Krshnapur, Hobli Chabbi, Taluk Hubballi Magara,
District Dharwad, State Karnataka - 580 030, in the registration District of Dharwad, The
Building, Building Plot and the Fixtures together with all the appurienant ufilities,
amenities and facilities developed on the Building Plot are collectively, referred to as the
Property. The Building Plotis bounded on the:

Eastby: PlotsNo.2and 4 in resunvey numbers 106A, 1078 and 109Aand MCL Road;

Westby : Plot No. 7 in resurvey numbers 958/, 98/5 and 107/A2,

North by : 30 meler wide Gokul Road; and
South by :12 meter road and plot No. 8 in resurvey numbers 1064, 1078 and 1094,

Ms. Savitha K.G., Partner
Poovayya & Co., Advocates and Solicitors
The Estate, Level Four, 121 Dickenson Road,

Bengaluru - 560 042

Place: Hubli
Date:27.05.2024

Declaration about Criminal Cases

[As per the judgment dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble
Supreme Court in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest
Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.)]

Name and Address

of Candidate : SOUGATA RAY,

162D/593, Lake Gardens, Kolkata-700045

Name of Political Party : ALL INDIA TRINAMOOL CONGRESS
(Independent Candidates should write “Independent” here)

Name of Election : Parliamentary Election 2024
Name of Constituency : 16, Dum Dum

| Sougata Ray (Name of Candidate), a Candidate for the

abovementioned Election, declare for Public information the
following details about my criminal antecedents :

(A) Pending criminal cases

Sl. | Name of Court|Case No.| Status
No. & Dates of
Case(s)

Pending

Section(s) of Acts
concerned and brief
description of offence(s)

Uls. 120B of IPC &
Sec 7, 13&2 riw

Lo

Public Servant accepting
or agreeing to accept
illegal gratification,
committing offences of
habitual acceptance of
illegal ?rati ication,
criminal misconduct
and criminal conspiracy.

(B) Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences

SI. | Name of Court & |  Descriptionof | Maximum Punishment
No.{ date(s) of order(s)| offence(s) & Imposed

Punishment Imposed
N.A N.A | N.A I

* In the case of Election to Council of States or Election to
Legislative Council by MLAs, mention the Election concerned in
place of name of constituency.

1. | CBI/ACB/KOLKATA| RC0102017
A0010

16.04.17




LOVE IS COMPOSED OF A
SINGLE SOUL INHABITING
TWO BODIES — ARISTOTLE
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Hamas fires missiles at Tel Aviv,

THE TIMES OF INDIA, KC

CHER ROCKS BLACK BODYSUIT SIMILAR TO ONE SHE WORE

setting off sirens 1+ time in mths

Israel Says Firing Came From Rafah, Cites It As Proof Militants Operating There

at Tel Aviv on Sunday,
settingoff sirens inlsra-
el'sfinancial centre for the first
time in fourmeonths, as the Isla-
mist Palestinian group sought
to show military strength de-
spite Israel’s Gaza offensive.
The Israeli military said
eight projectiles were identifi-
ed crossing from the area of
Rafah, the southern tip of the
Gaza Strip where Israel kept
up operations despite a ruling
by the top UN court on Friday
ordering it to stop attacking
the citv. A number of the pro-
jectiles were intercepted, it sa-
id. There were noreportsof ca-
sualties. In a statement on Te-
legram, the Hamas al-Glassam
Brigades said the rockets were
launched in response to “Zio-
nist massacres against civili-
ans”, Rafah is located about
100 km south of Tel Aviv.
Israel says it wants to root
out Hamas fighters holed up in
Rafah and rescue hostages it
says are being held in the area,
but its assault has worsened
the plight of civilians and cau-
sed an international outery,
On Sunday, lsraeli strikes
killed at least five Palestinians
in Rafah, according to local
medical services. The Gaza he-
alth ministry identified the de-

l ] amas launched missiles

A US army landing craft is seen beached in Ashdod on Sunday. Four US
army vessels supporting the pier broke free of their moorings in heavy
seas and ran aground on Saturday. Israel is aiding the recovery effort

Spain slams Israel
over ‘scandalous’
flamenco video

pain condemned as “scanda-

lous” avideo posted by Israeli
foreign minister Israel Katz sugg-
esting Hamas would be grateful
toSpain. The video shows the Sp-
anish flag then a couple dancing
to flamenco music. Film of Ham-
as fighters is interspersed includ-
ing people fleeing during the Oct
7 Hamas attack onlsrael. The vid-
eo posted by Katz on X says “Ha-
mas: Gracias Espana” ("Hamas:
Thanks Spain™). Spain last week
announced it would recognise
Palestine as astate. reutens

After threat to quit,
Gantz wants probe
into war conduct

enny Gantz, a member of

Israel’s war cabinet who
recently threatened to quit the
govt, said he was seekingto
establish anindependent co-
mmission to probe Israel's fai-
lure to stop the Hamas-led att-
ackonOct7,aswell as its cond-
uct inthe war. Under Gantz's
proposal, the commission wou-
Id also probe whether Israeli mi-
litary and political officials had
acted in accordance with inte-
rnational law. He has submitted
his proposal to cabinet. myt

ad as civilians.

Israeli tanks have probed
around the edges of Rafah, ne-
ar the crossing point from Ga-
za into Egypt, and have entered
some of its eastern districts,
residents say, but have not yet
entered the city in force since
the startof operations in the ci-
ty earlier this month. Israeli
war cabinet minister Benny
Gantz said rockets fired from
Rafah “prove that the (Israel
Defense Forces) must operate
in every place Hamas still ope-
rates from”, I[tamar Ben Gvir,a
hardline public security mini-
ster who is not part of Israel’s
war cabinet, urged the army to
hit Rafah harder. “Rafah with
full forece.” he posted on X.

Nearly 36,000 Palestinians
have been killed in Israel's of-
fensive. Israel launched the
operation after Hamas-led mi-
litants attacked southern Isra-
eli communities on Oct. 7, kil-
ling around 1,200 people and se-
izing more than 250 hostages.

Fighting also continued in
the northern Gaza area of Ja-
baliy. During one raid, the mi-
litary said it found a weapons
storage site with dozens of roc-
ket parts and weapons at a sc-
hool. It denied Hamas stateme-
nts that its fighters had abdue-
ted an Israeli soldier, reutens
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NICKI MINAJ'S UK GIG CANCELLED AFTER SHE WAS BRIEFLY DETAINED
‘IYOR "89 HIT ‘IF | COULD TURN BACK TIME’ AT CANNES EVENT & FINED ON SUSPICION OF ‘POSSESSING SOFT DRUGS’ IN AMSERDAM
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12 hurt as Qatar
Airways flight
hits turbulence,
says airport

Dublin: Twelve people travel-
ling on a Qatar Airways flight
from Doha to Ireland were inju-
red during a bout of turbulen-
ce, Dublin Airport said on Sun-
day, adding that the plane lan-
ded safely. Flight QR017, a Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner, landed
shortly before 1pm Dublin time
(1200 GMT), the airport said.

“Upon landing, the aircraft
was met by emergency servi-
ces, including Airport Police
and our Fire and Rescue de-
partment, due to 6 passengers
and 6 crew (12 total) on board re-
porting injuries after the air-
craft experienced turbulence
while airborne over Turkey”
Dublin Airport said.

Irish broadcaster RTE, ci-
ting passengers arriving at the
airport, said the incident lasted
less than 20 seconds and oceur-
red during food and drinks ser-
vice, Qatar Airways said that a
“small number” of passengers
and crew sustained minor inju-
ries during the flight and were
recelving medical attention,

The airline did not directly
comment on the turbulence,
but said the matter is subject to
an internal investigation. The
incident took place five days
after a Singapore Airlines
flightfrom London to Singapo-
re was forced to land in Bang-
kok due to severe turbulence,
which killed a 73-vear-old Bri-
tish man and left 20othersinin-
fensive care. REUTERS

Sunak sees 78 Tory MPs exit ahead of July poll,

surpassing '97 exodus before Tony Blair’s win

Mandatory national service for
18-yr-olds if Tories win: Sunak

25 arrested, 450+

booked after mob

attacks Christians
in Pak’s Punjab

Lahore: Police in Pakistan's
Punjab provinece on Sunday bo-
oked over 450 people and arres-
ted 25 of them under terrorism
and other charges for attacking
members of minority Christi-
an community and police pers-
onnelon the issue of alleged de-
secration of areligious book.
Anenraged mob led by radi-
cal Islamist Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan activists on Saturday
attacked Christians in Mujahid
colony of Sargodha district, so-
me 200 kms from Lahore, and
injured two Christians and 10
policemen. The mob burned
and ransacked the homes and
properties of Christians.

11 TTP militants arrested
for their role in Chinese
engineers’ killing: Pak
pal-tistani authorities have
arrested 11 militants who
were involved in the suicide bo-
mbing that killed five Chinese
engineersin March inthe north of
the country, officials said Sund-
ay. The arrested men belong to
local Taliban, also known as Teh-
reek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). A
phone which the suicide bomber
had been using to communicate

with his local handlers led to the
arrest, the officials said. reuters

According to the FIR, over
450 people surrounded the resi-
dence and shoe factory of elder-
Iy Christian man, Nazir Masih,
accusing him of desecration of
the religious book. The mob set
fire to the shoe factory, some
shops and a couple of houses.
“The mob also torched Masih
but timely arrival of a heavy
contingent of police saved the
life of Masih and10other Chris-
tians,” the FIR says. “The enra-
ged mob pelted stones at police
personnel when they resorted
to baton charge to disperse it.”

Police said Masih has been
shifted to hospital for treatme-
nt, and a case will be instituted
against himif heisfound guilty
of desecration of the religious
book. The man's family denied
desecration of the religious bo-
ok and said he is falsely being
accused. Over 2,000 policemen
have been deployed in the area
tomaintain law and order. pri

1 There were tears, anger
and frustration as many
Conservative lawmalke-

rs digested their PM Rishi Su-

nak's decision to call the UK
elections on July 4, much earli-
er than they had ever expected.

Some of those fighting to
retain their seats feared the six
weeks left to convinee skepti-
cal voters to back them would
not beenough. For others plan-
ningtostand down, itmeant an
abrupt end to their political ca-
reers, forced to clear out their
offices months earlier than pl-
anned. Trailing Labour by over
20 percentage points in polls,
Sunak, analvsts said, is betting
that the Tories can cut their
losses by facing the voters.

But a grassroots Conserva-
tive campaign coordinator sa-
id that the morale was the lo-
westhe had known infivedeca-
des. Tory members of parlia-
ment seem to share this sense
of futility: 78 of them have op-
ted nottocontest theirseats, an
exodus that includes Michael
Gove, whoonce vied for party’s
top post and has been at the he-

A 1l 18-year-olds in Britain g
LA willhavetoperformaye- g
A

2

rv or civilian national service *9

ar of mandatory milita-

if the governing Conservative
Party wins the July 4 national
election, the party said Sunday;

PM Rishi Sunak pledged to
bring back a form of national
service for the first time in mo-
re than 60 vears, seeking to
energise his election campa-
ign. The UK introduced milita-
ry conscription for men and so-
me women during WWII, and
imposed 18 months of manda-
tory military service for men
between 1947 and 1960. Since
then Britain has had an all-vo-
Ilunteer military whose size
has steadily shrunk.

Under the plan, a small mi-
nority of 18-year-olds — 30,000
out of an estimated 700,000
would spend 12 months in the
military, working in areas
such as logistics or cyber de-

B’DESH IN EYE OF THE STORM

PM Rishi Sunak, wife Akshata Murty
attend an election campaign event

fence. The rest would spend
one weekend a month working
for charities, community gro-
ups, or organisations such as
hospitals, the police and the fi-
re service. Sunak said the pro-
gramme would help “create a
shared sense of purpose
among our voung people and a
renewed sense of pride in our
country” It remains unclear
how it will be made compulso-
rv. Home Secretary James Cle-
verly said no one would be for-
ced to serve in the military. ae

Washington: Billionaire

yclonic storm *‘Remal’ made landfall in Bangladesh on Sunday night

as authorities evacuated over 800,000+ people from low-lying south-
western coastlines to shelters. Officials said a youth is believed to have
been swept away by tidal waves in SE Patuakhali. Police said an over-
crowded ferry carrying over 50 passengers sank near Mongla Port.
However, the people were rescued. Bangladesh meteorology department
said Ramel is expected to reach wind speeds of up to 120kmph. e

tech mogul Elon Musk has
told investors he plans to bu-
ild a supercomputer dubbed
“gigafactory of compute” to
support the development of
his artificial intelligence star-
tup xAL an industry news out-
let reported Saturday.

Musk wantsthe supercom-
puter — which will string to-
gether 100,000 Nvidia chips —
operational by fall 2025, and
“will hold himself personally
responsible for delivering it
on time,” Information said.

The planned supercompu-
ter would be *at least four tim-
es the size of the biggest GPU
clusters that exist today,” such
as those used by Meta to train
its Al models, Musk was quo-
ted as saving during a presen-
tation to investors this month.

Since OpenAl's generative
Al tool ChatGPT exploded on
the scene in 2022, the technolo-

Musk plans largest-ever
supercomputer: Report

art of nearly everv Conserva-
tive-led govt since David Ca-
meron's in 2010. Other high
profile figures who have anno-
unced they will not seek re-el-
ection include former PM
Theresa May, Northern Ire-
land minister Chris Heaton-
Harris, ex-armed forces mini-
ster James Heappey and ex-de-
fence minister Ben Wallace.
The number of Tories ex-
1ting is more than the previous
post-1945 high of 72 who quit
prior to Tony Blair's 1997 lan-
dslide win for Labour, which is
expected to triumph again.
Thedeparturesadd to afeeling
that the Conservatives are on
track to be Kicked out of power
after14 yvears, although Labour
require a big swing to secure a
majority. Sunak’'s decision to
go to the polls early has trigge-
red fears that he's leading the
party toone or more “Portillo™
moments — when a Tory big
heast loses a safe seat in an
election whitewash — named
for the time cabinet minister
Michael Portillo lost in Enfield
Southgate in1997. acencies
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The planned supermmputer
would be ‘at least 4 times the size
of the biggest GPU clusters that
exist today', such as those used
by Meta to train its Al models,
Musk was quoted as saying

oy has been an area of fierce
competition between tech gi-
ants Microsoft and Google, as
well as Meta and start-ups like
Anthropic and Stability Al

Musk is one of the world’s
few investors with deepenou-
gh pockets to compete with
OpenAl, Google or Meta on
Al. xAl is developing a chat-
bot named Grok, which can
access X, also owned by
Musk, inreal time. arp

homes

in PNG, 670+ feared dead: UN

Sydney: More than 670 people
are assumed to have died in Pa-
pua New Guinea's massive
landslide, the UN migration
agency estimated on Sunday
as rescue efforts continued.

Media in the South Pacific
nation north of Australia had
previously estimated Friday’s
landslide had buried more
than 300 people. But more than
48 hours later the Internatio-
nal Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM) said the death toll
may be more than double that,
as the full extent of the dest-
ructionisstillunclearandcon-
tinuing dangerous conditions
on the ground are hampering
aid and rescue efforts. Only fi-
ve bodies had been retrieved
from the rubble sofar;

The agency based its death
toll estimates on information
provided by officialsat Yamba-
11 Village in the Enga province,
who say more than 150 houses
were buried in Friday's lands-
lide, Serhan Aktoprak, the chi-
ef of the agency’s mission In
Papua New Guinea said in an
email statement.

“Land is still sliding, rocks
are falling, ground soil is
cracking due toconstant incre-
ased pressure and ground wa-
ter is running thus the area 1s
posing an extreme risk for eve-
rvone,” Aktoprak said. More
than 250 houses nearby have
been abandoned by the inhabi-
tants, who had taken tempora-
rv shelter with their relatives
and friends, and some 1,250 pe-
ople have been displaced, the
agency said. “People are using
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digeging sticks, spades, large
agricultural forks to remove
the bodies buried under the so-
il,” Aktoprak said.

The IOM said an elementa-
ry school, small businesses
and stalls, a puesthouse, and a
petrol station were also buri-
ed. The UUN's Papua New Gui-
nea office said five bodies were
retrieved from an area where
S0to60 homes had been destro-
ved, and a number of injured
reported, including at least 20
women and children. IOM sa-
id the community in this villa-
gze was relatively young and
it's feared that the most fatali-

Penp]e dlgglng at the landsl:de
site of Yambali Village in Papua
MNew Guinea's Enga Province

ties would be children of 15 ve-
ars or younger.

Social media footage pos-
ted by villagers and local me-
dia teams show people clam-
bering over rocks, uprooted
trees and mounds of dirt se-
arching for survivors. Wo-
men could be heard weeping
in the background.

The landslide hit a section
of highway near the Porgera
gold mine, operated by Barri-
ck Gold through Barrick Niu-
gini Ltd, its joint venture with
China’s Zijin Mining. The Por-
egera Highway remains block-
ed, [OM said, and the only way
to reach the Porgera Gold Mi-
ne and other localities cut off
from the rest of Enga Province
is via helicopter, The geograp-
hic remoteness and the tough,
hilly terrain is slowing rescue
and aid efforts. reuters

- Man throws flaming liquid
on NYC subway; rider hurt

Zelensky, from
ravaged Kharkiv,
asks Biden & Xito :
join peace meet

14 DIE IN KHARKIV ATTACK: A
Russian strike on Staurday on a
crowded DIY hardware store in
Kharkiv killed 14 people and
wounded dozens more, Ukrainian
officials said on Sunday morning

Kyiv: Prez Volodymyr Zelen-
sky appealed to US Prez Joe
Biden and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping on Sunday to attend
his peace summit as Ukraine
struggles to stave off unre-
lenting attacks by Russia in
its 27-month-old invasion.

Ukraine hopes to host as
many countriesas possibleat
Eviv-led talks in Switzerland
next month aimed at uniting
global opinion on how to halt
the war and piling pressure
on Russian Prez Putin, who
has not been invited.

Zelensky spoke inan Eng-
lish-language video recorded
in the northeastern citv of
Kharkiv, inside the charred
remains of a printing house
that was destroved on Thurs-
dayv in a Russian missile stri-
ke, He said more than 80 co-
untries would attend.

But it was unclear whet-
her Biden would be there, nor
has Beijing, which maintains
close ties with Moscow, said
whether it would attend, A
US official said on Sunday
that the US will participate in
the summit, but declined to
say who or at what level,

In the video, Zelensky ur
ged Biden and Xi to “show vo-
ur leadership in advancing
the peace - the real peace and
not just a pause between the
strikes.” Kyiv, in its peace
plan, calls for a full withdra-
wal of Russian troops and a
restoration of its internatio-
nally recognised borders, so-
mething Moscow considersa
Non-starter. REUTERS
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Xi Jinping’s recipe for total control: An army of eyes and ears

NAT
S

Beijing: The wall in the police
station was covered in sheets of
paper; one for every building in
the sprawling Beijing apartm-
ent complex. Each sheet was
further broken down by unit,
with names, phone numbers
and other information on the
residents. Perhaps the most im-
portant detail, though, was how
each unit was colour-coded. Gr-
een meant trustworthy, Yellow,
needing attention. Orange re-
quired “strict control”. A police
officer inspected the wall. Then
he leaned forward to mark a
third-floor apartment in yellow.
The residents in that unit

changed often, and therefore
were “high risk”, his note said.
He would follow up on them la-
ter. “I've built a system to add-
ress hidden dangers,” the offi-
cer said, in a video by the local
govt that praised his work as a
model of innovative policing.
This is the kind of local go-
vernance that China's top lea-
der; X1 Jinping, wants: more vi-
sible, more invasive, always on
the lookout for real or perceived
threats. Officers patrol apart-
ment buildings listening for fe-
uding neighbours. Officials re-
cruit retirees playing chess out-
doors as extra eyes and ears. In

the workplace, employers are
required to appoint “safety con-
sultants” who report regularly
to the police. Xi has branded
this effort the “Fenggiao expe-
rience for a new era”. “Fengqi-
ao” refers to a town where, du-
ring the Mao Zedong era, the
party encouraged residents to
“re-educate” purported politi-
cal enemies, through so-called
struggle sessions where people
were publicly humiliated until
they admitted crimes such as
writing anti-communist poetry.

Xi, who invokes Fenggiao
regularly in major speeches,
hasn't called for a revival of st-
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Volunteers from a neighbourhood
committee keeping watchona
Beijing street. Reviving a Mao-era
surveillance campaign, authorities
are tracking residents, schoolkids &
businesses to forestall any unrest

ruggle sessions, in which supp-
osed offenders were sometimes
beaten or tortured. But the idea

is the same; harnessing ordina-

ry people alongside the police to
suppress any challenges to the
party and uphold party’s legiti-
macy The party casts this as a
public service. It is also a bid to
assert his political legacy.

The campaign strengthens
Beijing’s repressive abilities at
a time of mounting challenges.
With China'seconomy slowing,
protests about unpaid wages
and unfinished homes have ri-

gor, Tensions with the West ha-

ve led Beijing to warn of omni-
present foreign spies. The party
has also tightened scrutiny of
groups like feminists, students
and LGBTQ+ rights activists.

In the name of Fenggiao,
the police have visited Tibe-
tans, Uighurs and other minc-
rity groups in their homes, pro-
moting party policies. Compa-
nies have been required to re-
gister their emplovees in police
databases, Govt workers have
given “anti-cult” lectures at ch-
urches. Police officers and jud-
ges have been installed in ele-
mentary schools as “deputy pr-
incipals of law,” Keeping files
on students’ perceived risk le-
vels. But by blocking even mild
or apolitical criticism, the par-
ty could alsoerode the very legi-
timacy itistrving to project. nyr

New York: A man set acup of
liguid on fire and tossed it at
fellow subwayv rider in New
York City, setting the victim's
shirt ablaze and injuring him.
The random attack happened
on a No. 1 train in lower Man-
hattan on Saturday afternoon,
city police said, adding that
the suspect was in custody:

The victim, a 23-year-old
man, was recovering at a ho-
spital. He told the New York
Post that he shielded his fian-
cee and cousin from the bur-
ning liguid and his shirt cau-
oht on fire. He said he slapped
himself to put out the lames,
Doctors told him he had burns
on about a third of hisbody; he
said. “He had a cup,” the vie-
tim told the Post. “He made fi-
reand he threw itall.”

The suspect, a 49-year-old
man, was arrested later after
police tracked a phone he alle-
gedly stole from another sub-
way rider to his location, aut-
horities said. ap

6 hurt in stabbings
in Massachusetts

man was taken into custo-

dy after six people, inclu-
ding four girls at a movie thea-
tre, were stabbed in separate
attacks that may be connected,
police in Massachusetts said.
Police said a man came into the
AMC Braintree 10 in Boston on
Saturday and entered one of
the theatres. The girls, ages9to
17, were inside the theatre. The
man, unprovoked, suddenly
attacked them before running
out, the police said. The four
suffered non life-threatening
injuries. A video footage show-
ed the man's vehicle and a lice-
nce plate police said. A vehicle
matching that description was
later seenin Plymouth, 43 km
south of Braintree. Police said it
had left a McDonald's restaura-
nt, where a 21-year-old woman
and a 29-year-old man were fo-
und injured after stabbing. ar

AROUND THE WORLD

HONOUR WHIMSY, SAY {:LIDWHS With red noses, extravagant
shoes, colourful outfits and unique makeup, hundreds of clowns on
Saturday gathered in the streets of Peru's capital to mark Clown Day.
They have sought for years to gain official recognition of the day.
The parade in Lima, which includes awards for the best costumes,
makeup, routine and improvisation, takes place annually on May 25

Macron in Germany
on 1 statevisithya
Frem:h prez m 24 yrs

Macron (L) and German Prez
Frank-Walter Steinmeier play
table football match in Berlin

rez Emmanuel Macron on

Sunday started the first
state visit to Germany by a
French head of state in 24
years, a three-day trip meant
to underline the strong ties
between the EU’s traditional
leading powers ahead of Euro-
pean Parliament elections in
which far-right parties in both
countries hope for gains. While
Macron is a frequent visitor to
Germany as Paris and Berlin try

to coordinate their positions on
EU and foreign policy, this is
the first state visit with full po-
mp since Jacques Chirac came
in 2000. Macron and his wife,
Brigitte, are being hosted by
Germany’s largely ceremonial
prez, Frank-Walter Steinmeier.

French ex-prez Hollande's
‘love affair scooter’ sells
for €20,500: The scooter at
the centre of a headline-
grabbing love affair between
then-French prez Francois
Hollande and his actress lover
Julie Gayet sold for €20,500 at
an auction in France on Sunday.
A huge scandal erupted in 2014
when French glossy magazine
Closer said Hollande, who then
lived with his partner Valerie
Trierweiler, routinely hopped
on a scooter to spend the night
with his 41-year-old mistress,
publishing pictures of the
three-wheeler. Hollande went
on to marry Gayet in 2022, The
grey Piaggio MP3 125 was bou-
ght by Denis Breheret, owner of
a car museum. Breheret wants
to exhibit the scooter so that
“everyone can enjoy it",
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D-St braces for volatility as

LS elections enter last leg

Buying By Domestic Investors May Cushion Foreign Players’ Selloff

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Dalal Street in-
vestors are likely to face vo-
latility this week with the fi-
nal phase of Lok Sabha elec-
tionsending on June 1. Fore-
1gn investors may continue
selling despite the booster
from RBI'srecord Rs2.11akh
crore dividend to govt even
as domestic institutions are
seen supporting the market,
as has been the trend in the
past few weeks.

The sensex and Nifty sca-
led new life-time highs last
week. Since April 18, on the
eve of the first phase of Lok
Sabhaelections, the two indi-
ces have seen increased vola-
tilitvy The wolatility index
has risen nearly 70% — a le-
vel not seen since Sept 2022,
even as the sensex has gai-
ned 2,921 points (4%) while
let}f is up 961 points (4.4%)
in the period. The sensex clo-
sed the week at 75,410 points
while Nifty was at 22,957.

The recent rally in the
stock market came despite
substantial volatility, main-
ly on the back of strong sel-

Volatility Index Jumps Nearly 70% Since Start
Of Polls Even As Sensex Gains 2,921 Points
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ling by foreign funds, mar-
ket players said. So far in
May, foreign portfolio inves-
tors have net sold stocks
worth a little over Rs 22,000
crore, CDSL data showed.

In contrast, domestic in-
stitutional investors have
net pumped in nearly Rs
40,800 crore so far in the cur-
rent month, BSE data sho-
wed. This is what has led to
theupmovein theleading in-
dices, market players said.

According to V K Vijava-
kumar;, chief investment
strategist, Geojit Financial

Services, the selling by FPls
—which began asatrickle in
April and turned into a flood
in May — was triggered by
the massive outperformance
of Chinese stocks in recent
months, whichinturnledtoa
‘sell India, buy China trade’.
“The(Lok Sabha)election-re-
lated jitters toomight have in-
fluenced FPIselling,” hesaid.

Vijavakumar, however,
feels that the situation is on-
ce again slowly changing
and market players feel that
the ruling BJP-led govt will
come back to power on June

4. “Also, the massive selling
{by FPIs) has eased and they
have even turned buvers in
recent days. Going forward,
as clarity emerges on the
electionfront, FPIsarelikely
to buy in India since they
cannot afford to miss the
post-election results rally
Actually, the rally may begin
even before the election re-
sults,” hesaid in a note.

Among the stocks, Adani
Ports & SEZ and Wipro wo-
uld be among the large caps
to watch out for in the next
week. This is after the BSE,
after markets closed on Fri-
day, announced the inclu-
sion of the Adani group firm
into sensex while excluding
Wipro from it, effective June
24. Usually, after such rejigs,
investors tend to buy the
stock that's being included
into the index while they sell
the one being excluded.

In addition to poll re-
sults, global cues and the fi-
nalphaseof theearningsse-
ason would decide the mar-
ket's trend in the coming
fewdayvs, said Ajit Mishraof
Religare Broking.
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Shipments to Russia jump but
exporters are wary of sanctions

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Russia's war
with Ukraine and the conse-
quent sanctions helped push
the exportof engineering go-
ods, machinery and machine
parts as well as aircraft spa-
res from Indiaduringthelast
financial vears, while tradi-
tional items such as pharma-
ceuticals, tea, coffee and to-
bacco stagnated or fell.
While trade bodies say
there is tremendous interest
to import goods from India,
the fear of sanctions and re-
Iuctance of bankstocomplete
the transactions have made
exporters wary of pushing
their goods. But industry ex-
perts believe that some of the
goods to Russiamay berouted
via UAE, which has signifi-
cantly benefited from the ten-
sion in Ukraine and Russia.
Thanks to massive oil im-
ports, Russia hasemerged as
India's fourth largest tra-
ding partner with total trade
estimated at $65.7 billion. Af-
tor China, India had the se-
cond highest trade deficit
with Russia, pegged at over

MACHINES, ELECTRONICS, PARTS LEAD

India’s exports to Russia (Smn) | 2023 | 2024 % change

Electrical machinery & parts 1211 | 3478 1872

Meat 268| 559| 1086

Machinery & parts 3209 | 650.3| N 102.6

Optical, precision instruments | 754 | 140.6 | I £6.5

Iron & steel 159.1| 282.4 | I 775

Fruits 239| 370| B54.8

Inorganic chemicals 1452 | 210.4| [ 449

0il seeds 709 | B 441

Organic chemicals 336.4| §95

Fish 1494 | |77

Pharma 386.7 | |-10

Coffee, tea 100.7 |§-146

Total exports to Russia (Smn) 4% change

2023 Eaty

FIF N 4,261.3 B
Source: Commerce dept

$57 billion. Although there
has been a buzz about recent
moves to allow Russian ex-
porters, who receive the pay-
ment in rupees, to invest mo-
re freely, the norms have al-
ways been there since REI
put in place the mechanism.
There have also been several
trade missions to explore ex-

portopportunities in Russia,
some of which can use the
rupee balances.

But exporters are shy, ar-
guing that banks are reluc-
tant. “Most Indian banksdon't
want to take up this business,
fearing possible sanctions,”
said a large Indian exporter

While Russian entities

suchasSberBankarewilling
to route funds through their
Indian branch, domestic pla-
vers want to avoid these
transactions. “My advice to
fellow exporters has been to
route all exports through a
small subsidiary so that the
other parts of the business
are not exposed to any sanc-
tions,” said another expor-
ter, who has stopped all busi-
ness with Russia for the last
two yvears. A German buyer
is, however, sourcing goods
from this exporter and then
exporting to Russia.

Sectors such as auto com-
ponents had seen a lot of in-
terest post-sanctions but the
exposureof Indian compani-
es to American buvers and
olobal ear giants has seen
them stay away.

Latest official data sho-
wed that in 2023-24, exports
to Russia climbed over 35%
to $4.3 billion, when India’s
cumulative goods exports
were more than 3% lower. Of
the §1.2 billion increase, ne-
arly a half wasonaccount of
machines and machine
parts, including electronics.

- SA central bk
fines SBI over -
compliance

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: The Prudential
Authority, South Africa’scen-
tral bank, has imposed admi-
nistrative sanctions and a pe-
nalty on SBI for violating an-
ti-money laundering laws in
thecountry.

In a statement to the ex-
changes, SBI said that the 10
million rand (Rs 4.5 crore) pe-
nalty was imposed "for not
complying with certain provi-
sions of the Financial Intelli-
gence Centre Act” . Section45C
of South Africa’s Financial In-
tellicence Centre (FIC) Act 38
of 2001 empowers the FIC to is-
sue directives to ensure comp-
liance with the Act. This sec-
tion enables the FIC totake me-
asures to address issues rela-
ted to money laundering.

SBI said that the action on
the South African branch in-
cluded an immediate pay-
mentof of 5.5millionrand(Rs
2.5crore)andanadditional4.5
million rand (Rs 2 crore) pay-
able over 36 months.
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Ex-cabinet
secy Sinhais
ICICI chief

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Formercabinet se-
cretary Pradeep Kumar Sin-
hawilltakeoveraschairman
of ICICI Bank from G C Cha-
turvedi, who retires, the
bank said in a notification to
theexchanges.

REBEIapproved Sinha’s appo-
intment on May 24 for a three-
vear term effective July 1, 2024,
Sinha joined the Indian admi-
nistrative service in 1977 after
completing his Masters in Eco-
nomics from the Delhi School
of Economics in 1976. He gra-
duated in economics from St
Stephens College, Delhi.

EaseMyTrip
posts its highest
ebitda at 7228cr

New Delhi: EaseMvyTrip has
achieved its highest ebitda in
FY24 at Rs 228.2 crore, which
1519 % growth year-on-year.

Ebitda (earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation,
and amortization) is used to
evaluate a company’s opera-
ting performance). The com-
pany alsodisclosed aconsoli-
dated revenue from opera-
tions of Rs 590.6 crore for the
same period — a 32% increa-
se compared to the yvear-ago
period. ani

Increase in personal income tax
due to dividend income: Report

GAIL starts
India’s largest
green H2 plant

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: State-run gas ut-
ility GAIL has started the co-
untry’s largest green hydro-
gen (GH2) project based on
the latest PEM (proton ex-
change membrane) technolo-
gy at its Vijaipur complex in
Madhya Pradesh, becoming
the first company to launch
megawatt-scale operation for
producing what is referred as
‘fuel of the future’.

The 10MW (megawatt)
plant, built with an invest-
ment of Rs 231 crore, marks a
major step towards achieving
company's target of net-zero
status by 2040. The unit uses
Canadian PEM electrolvsers
and will produce 4.3 tonnes
per day of GHZ with a purity
of 99.99%, the company said.

GAIL is currently sourcing
renewable power from the grid
under the open access policy.

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Taxes paid ondivi-
dend income accounted for
60-65% of the surge in perso-
nal income tax during the
last four years, a report by
Motilal Oswal said.
According to the report,
the dividend tax explains the
strong growth in personal in-
come tax even as personal dis-
posable income growth has
moderated in recent years.
Income taxes paid by enti-
ties other than corporations
(personal income taxes) have
increased at acompounded ra-
teof 20% during FY21-24. They
have grown to 3.5% of GDP in
FY24, up from 2.5% in the pre-
pandemic vears. Personal dis-
posable income (and GDP)
growth, meanwhile, has been
moremodest at less than 10%.
In her 2020-21 Budget spe-
ech, thefinance ministerhad

Has Grown Faster Than Disposable Income

> In FY21, the dividend
distribution tax was shifted
from corporation taxes into
personal income taxes

> After the move, the tax

rate on dividends changed G\

60-65% surge in personal
income tax. Their compounded
20% rate increase during FY21-
24 has come even as personal
disposable income (and GDP)
growth have grown more

from 15% (plus surcharges nmdstlyat less than 10%
and cess) to the personal > If dividend taxes were
income tax applicable to the excluded, PIT growth aligns with
individual taxpayer nominal GDP growth, rising to
> The change explains the | 2.8% of GDP in FY24

said, “...to remove the divi- corporation taxes into perso-

dend distribution tax and
adopt the classical system of
dividend
which companies would not
be required to pay DD'T. The
dividend shall be taxed only
inthe handsof therecipients
attheirapplicable rate...”
This means that DDT en-
ded in its erstwhile form in
FY21, and was shifted from

taxation under

nal income taxes, “With such
a shift, the tax rate on divi-
dends was also changed from
15% (plus surcharges and
cess) to the personal income
tax applicabletothe individu-
al taxpayer These tworelated
changes — to our mind — ex-
plain about 60-65% of the sur-
ge in PIT in the post-pande-
mic years,” the report said.

In FY20, DDTunder corpo-
ration taxes was Rs 50,000 cro-
re or (.3% of GDP. “In the US,
87% of corporate equities and
mutual fund shares were held
by the top 20% income ear-
nersin 2023. A similar trend is
likely in India, subjecting the-
ir dividend receipts to a hig-
her tax rate since FY21. Inclu-
ding surcharges, the effective
tax rate on dividends could be
35-40%, double the rate before
FY21,” the report added.

The report estimates that
with an effective tax rate of
36%, taxes on dividends co-
uld reach Rs 1.8-2 lakh crore
in FY24, or 0.6-0.7% of GDP.
This shift from corporation
taxes topersonal income tax-
es would explain 60-65% 1n-
crease, Excluding dividend
taxes, PIT growth aligns
with nominal GDP growth,
risingto2.8% of GDPinFY24
from2.4% in FY23.

GCCs look to get more
“women techies on board

Representation In Global Capability Centres
Increases To 30% In FY24 From 27% In FY20

Veena.Mani@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The represen-
tation of women technolo-
gists in global capability
centres (GCCs) has seen a
modest increase, reaching
30% in FY24 compared to
26.6" in FY20, according to
data from staffing firm Qu-
ess Corp. However, the num-
ber of women in mid and se-
nior-level positionsremains
significantly lower, creating
a talent void.

With a mere 6.7% of wo-
men in executive roles in
(3CCs, there is a considerab-
le decrease in the available
talent pool of women as they
move up the career ladder,
showed a Pure Storage and
Zinnov report. At the senior
level (9-12 vears of experien-
ce), the representation was
at 15.7%, the report said. In-
dia has nearly 1,600 GCCs. In
2022-23, GCCs added 2.8 lakh
employees, taking its talent
base to over 1.6 million. The
report stated that family and
caregiving responsibilities,
limited access to career ad-
vancement and leadership
opportunities, and poor
work-life balance are some

of the key factors influen-
cing women's attrition,
Vidya Munirathnam, HR
head of Lowe's India, attri-
butes the skill gap and diffi-
culty in upskilling after a
maternity break as reasons
for women leaving the work-
force. “When a woman co-

28% at the vice-president level
and above. Similarly at Thales
India, women at senior mana-
ger and above levels constitu-
te less than 20%, despite the
organization’s overall ratio
being 31%. Sekhar Sahay, HR
head of Thales India, acknow-
ledges the difficulty in overco-

Number In Mid, Senior Levels Remains Low

VTS 1.9
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Female representation in GCCs (in mn)
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mes back from maternity le-
ave, which is usually for 6
months, they find that sud-
denly things have changed
from a technologv point of
view. Most organizations
are undergoing a tech trans-
formation where legacy sy-
stems are being replaced
with more updated plat-
forms. There is a skill gap,
and many atime, they find it
easier to just quit than figu-
reaway toupskill,” shesaid.

At Lowe's India, the repre-
sentation of women drops
from 60% at the junior level to

ming societal norms worldwi-
de, despite having flexible HR
policies like hybrid work.
Companies are imple-
menting various program-
mes to support women retur-
ning from career breaks and
to boost their confidence in
taking up senior roles. Us-
hashri Tirumala, executive
vice president and general
manager at Manhattan As-
sociates, believes that con-
necting women with sue-
cessful female role models is
crucial for retaining and de-
veloping women associates.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

‘Go’s slots given to other airlines’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The slots and
foreign bilateral rights of
GoAir have been “tempora-
rily given” to other airlines.
Giventheglobal supply cha-
in crunch that has caused a
mismatch in demand and
supply of planes amid re-
surgence in air travel, the
Union aviation ministry to-
ok this step to come to the
aidof air travellers. Withal-
most curtains for GoAir re-

vival after a Key bidder pul-
led out, other airlines could
retain its rights after get-
ting govt nod.

“Temporary distribu-
tion (of Go slots and bilate-
rals) has been happeningfor

TEMPORARILY

sometime now,” said people
in the know. Tata Group's
Air India and IndiGo are ad-
ding almost a plane every
week to their fleet.

“All airport slots that Go-
Airhad are gone. Their bila-

terals were temporarily dis-
tributed mainly among Air
India, Vistara and IndiGo.
Akasa asked for Go's Dubai
flying rights (it has sofar got
the same for Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and Qatar). Now
that there is no bidder left
for GoAir, airlines will ask
the ministry whether the
temporarily distributed
slots and bilaterals of Go
will be put in a general pool
and then given as per airli-
nes’ needs,” said officials of
multiple airlines.

Opt For Systematic
Transfer Plans To
Beat Mkt Volatility

nvestors who are bullish on long-term prospects of

the Indian equity markets, but believe valuations
have run ahead and that markets can be volatile over
the next few months, can stagger their investments
using a systematic transfer plan (STP).

What Is A Systematic Transfer Plan?

STP is a way to stagger money typically from a liquid or ultra-
short-term fund to an equity fund over a period of time. An investor
with cash wanting to make a lump sum investment but worried
about near-term corrections uses this method. The big advantage
is that you earn a return from the liquid/ultra-short-term fund and
simultaneously stagger money into your equity fund.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under "Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions” on https://www.sebi.gov.in/index.html. For any
grievance / complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com, Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

details, etc.,

What is The Process To Start An STP?

The first step is to choose the liquid/ultra-short-term fund to park
your money in and the equity fund in which you ultimately want to
invest. Both these schemes need to be from the same fund house.
Most fund houses have a daily, weekly or monthly option to transfer
money. For example, an investor can decide to transfer 22,500 every
week to an equity fund or even something like 10,000 every month.

How Does An STP Work?

To start an STP, you need to put in a lump sum amount in a debt
scheme (liquid or ultra-short-term fund) and transfer a predefined

- equity fund. The scheme
- jnvestment is made is

~ or ‘transferor scheme’
~and the scheme to which

- is called ‘destination
- scheme’ or ‘target scheme'

- Typically, investors do this

- from six to twelve months.
- Investors could transfer

- monthly using this strategy.

-~ How Do Investors
 Benefit From STPs?

- The big benefit of using an
- STP is that till the time the

. money remains invested

-~ inaliquid or ultra-short-

- term fund, it earns an extra
- return, which is generally

~account. Currently, investors

- in such funds. In addition,
- STP helps in averaging out

- in the stock market. Some
- Investors use this route
- to rebalance portfolios. If

~ increases, money can

- be reallocated to equity

- funds through STPs, and if
- investment in equity goes

- up, money can be switched
. from equity to debt funds

amount into another
scheme, typically an

in which the lump sum

called a ‘source scheme’

the amount Is transferred

or ‘transferee scheme’'.

exercise for a period ranging

this money daily, weekly or

higher than a savings bank

could earn 7-8% returns

the cost due to volatility

your investment in debt

USING STP. =PRASHANT MAHESH
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He knows nothing and thinks he knows everything.
That points clearly to a political career

-GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

MORE WE WRITE .

Tragedy Foretold

Rajkot, Delhi fires point to familiar stories of official
negligence that allow shady businesses to flout norms

horrifving weekend —fires Killing at least 9 children along with
AEB adults and counting in a Rajkot gaming/recreational set-up,

and 7 newborns in a private children’s hospital in Delhi.
Post-tragedy, Indian authorities are all too efficient at making arrests,
filing FIRs, hand wringing, chest-beating, announcing compensation
—while courts do their thing. In a few months’ time, little would have
changed and in all likelihood, it’'ll be business as usual. Owner of the
Rajkotfacility that operated in tin sheds has been arrested for culpable
homicide, as it should be, The tragedy was one waiting to happen.

Loophole in urban plan | But the Rajkot facility’s owner is not
alone to blame. As TOI reported, a glaring loophole in Gujarat’s
development regulations (CGDCR) allowed illegal recreational
activities to flourish. Implemented in 2017 to regulate urban deve-
lopment, CGDCR has zero construction and safety guidelines for
recreational facilities, which private players have exploited, erecting
temporary structures for gaming
facilities, without any approvals.
Here then, it is policy itself that
poses a significant threat to pub-
lic safety, especially for children.
Per reports, numerous such
establishments have cropped up,
even in bigger cities like Ahmed-
abad and Gandhinagar. Most are
functioning without mandatory fire safety or town planning sanc-
tions. Privately owned plots hosting such activities often sidestep
regulatory scrutiny altogether. On the Rajkot premises, 2,000 litres
of petrol were stored onsite along with numerous tyres.

Fires & accidents routine | Oxyvgen cylinders exploding trigge-
ring fatal fires, as was the case in the Delhi hospital yesterday, are
nothing new for commercial premises, even though their storage is
supposed tobestrictlyregulated. The Mumbaibillboard tragedy isa
recent case of criminal negligence. It is when authorities turn away
from brazenfloutingof normsthatfatal accidents occur. Infire after
fire or bridge collapses - Morbi (135 deaths), Kollam temple fire (109
deaths, 2016), Varanasi flyover collapse (at least 18 deaths, 2018), or
Delhi’s Mundka fire (27 deaths, 2022) - at fault is official oversight,
lax enforcement of safety norms and audits, and lack of accountability
for low-quality construction and maintenance across India.

Pin the blame | Experts have long cautioned against this pan-
India disregard for safety regulations. As court takes note, and
investigation proceeds, it is the system of ignored rules, avaricious
bureaucrats and crooked businessmen that must be in the dock.
Nothing will lower the probability of future tragedies more than
swift and exemplary punishment of the powerful.

All We Can Create

What Cannes Grand Prix for a young director tells
us about beyond-Bollywood Indian cinema
ﬁ s already noted, the Cannes Grand Prix for Payal Kapadia's

All We Imagine As Light is a big moment for Indian cinema.

Kapadia’'s feature directorial debut is the first Indian film in
30 vears and the first by an Indian woman director to be showcased
at the main competition. The question to ask, though, is why did it
take so long for an Indian film to feature in Cannes' main draw.

Bollywood to regional | While Bollywood continues to dominate
India’s reach and soft power in global cinema, the last few decades
have also seen regional cinema get more play Thanks in large
measure to streaming platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime and
myriad others, even small-budget, non-Hindi Indian films today

' have a shot at reaching larger Indian and,
sometimes, global audiences.

Global collaborations | This in turn
has provided a fillip to global collaborations
in films. For example, Kapadia’s film was
produced by Thomas Hakim and Julian
Graff through their France-based company
Petit Chaos, in co-production with Indian
companies Chalk & Cheese Films and Another Birth, as well as by
the Netherlands’ BALDR Film, Luxembourg’s Les Films Fauves,
Italy’s Pulpa Films and France's Arte France Cinéma. Kapadia
herself used money from the Huub Bals grant and Cinefondation to
live in Europe to plan the film’s production.

Many Kapadias | The success of All We Inagine As Light also
highlights the depth of Indian cinematic talent. India’s Nehruvian
socialist past had a propensity to view cinema as elitist unless it
served national projects. This began to change after liberalisation.
But the state still displays a control mindset when it comes to cinema,
especially through censorship. Kapadia herself was disciplined for
protesting against the appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as FTII
chairperson in 2015. Her success today should tell officials that
talent needs nurturing, not monitoring.

My favourite Alice

Short stories that last long
Shinie Antony

Of all the Alices who wrote, only one Alice stuck to short stories.
Despitedeclaringthat her ambition was towritea novel before
she died and penning interlinked stories now and then, Alice
Munro gave us story after story, all of them short. Intense, raw,
drawn from real life, in prose that dissolved into tragic truths,
she drew yvou in with the deceptive promise of brevity, to keep
it short. Butas one story led to another, and vou vanished into the Munro-esque
world of fiction that felt like facts, yvour sense of size altered. In her shortest
story was the fattest novel,

Much-awarded and maniacally-read, hertalesareatight close-upof human

ties that were initially dismissed as domestic. Kitchen, babies, the urge to write,
the sudden appearance of an unsuitable man...

A headline once said of Munro: ‘Housewife finds time to writeshortstories.” A
housewife who went on to pick up the Booker and a Nobel. ‘Relationships’ had
been a pink and fluffy word pre-Munro, what women writers were thought

to harp on because they knew nothing of the larger world of stocks

m and shares, war or bankruptcy. With a recent Harvard study on

| happiness bypassing career and cash to tick relationships, Munro’s
\“:") preoccupations proved bang-on prescient.

Munro's women are complex, carryving toomuch of youand me to
be entirely knowable. They up and leave when we expect them to stay put. They
flirt with a stranger after getting drunk. They leave their baby alone in a train
compartment to cavort with a man they just met. In ‘Dimension’ (a storv in Too
Much Happiness that Munro said she couldn’t re-read), Doree takes three buses
to visit her husband. His erime and her forgiveness are both unbearable. And
this is what he states: ‘I could say that I was crazy then but what does that mean?
Crazy Sane. lam 1.’ Munro never interrupts when her characters talk.

Munro's death seems fictitious. “The things within things’ she said she wrote ab-
out have noexpiry date. We know the barefacts: Canadian, dropped out of university
tomarry early, opened a bookstore, divorced, remarried, mom to four daughters. ..

With books titled Something I've Been Meaning To Tell You and Who Do You
Think You Are?and multiple versions of the same story, she can never go away.
Alice Munroisa two-word short story in herself.
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So, What’s On UP’s Mind?

Modi brand is still strong. Yogi's impact is visible. What's new is murmurs for a ‘stronger opposition’, as
INDIA makes its presence felt. Nine observations and a short story from the fields of east and west UP

Avijit.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

Caste holds | Evervday struggles of
life and livelihood - roti, kapda aur
rojgaar — are part and parcel of any
poll talk in east and west UP. But the
centrality of caste and community in
electoral discourse remains. Broadly
speaking, BJP's social alliances (upper castes + non-
Yadav OBCs like Patels, Nishads and others) and
Samajwadi Party's (Yadavs + Muslims) remain intact.
SP’s ally Congress brings a sliver of vision and a
certain assurance to the combo in urban constituencies.
BSE is still the go-to party for most Dalits, but a section
of non-Jatav Dalits islikely to migrate,

‘Betivan mahfooz hain’ | Cab driver Deepak Mishra, a
Modi supporter, lives on the outskirts of Allahabad. A
father of four daughters, two in their teens, says ‘law
and order’ has improved during the Modi-Yogirule, For
himand many like him, ‘lawand order’ isasynonymfor
women's safety in their daily lives. Ghaziabad fruit-

seller Shamim, eritical and uneasy of Centre’s new law
on citizenship, savs

Po LLITICS thing about gover-
nance in recent

mahfooz hain (daughters are safe).” Law and order is a
state subject. But janta doesn’t distinguish. Safety is

the only positive
Special Series on Elections n Tec

vears is “betivan
what they experience first-hand on the ground.

Temple flags | Not so long back, party flags fluttering on
rooftops was a commeon sight in UP. BJP flags were
dominant in towns, but visibly diminished as one
moved towards the mofussils, kasbahs and villages,
where SP and BSP flags were prolific. Now party flags
have wvanished. Various types of Ram Mandir and
Hanuman flags are the most visible, even in homes of
non-BJP Hindu voters. Ayvodhya Ram Mandir has earned
BJP enormous goodwill, But religion isn't a major
point of discussion among the public.

Free grain welcome | Of all NDA govt schemes, 5kg free
grain per person appeared to be the most effective and
far-reaching. Irrespective of caste or community, most
people that one spoke to in the hinterland admitted to
receiving the handout, and the needy were genuinely
appreciative,

Modi brand endures but... | Still all-pervasive, conversa-
tions and votes centre on Modi, not BJP nor the

candidate, The party appears to have become secondary
to the leader. Yadavs are mostly committed to SP. But
Varanasirallway porter Manu Yadav says he'll vote for
PM. “Ghar ka mukhiva ek hona chahive. Unke ghar ka
mukhiva kaun hai (A head of family is needed. Who's
their leader),” he asks of INDIA. Even some who're not
voting Modi are appreciative of him. Jai Singh Yadav, a
voter in Chandauli LS constituency, says, “It's hard to
find someone like Modi, but I'll vote SP to help create a
strong opposition.”

Supporters believe Modi has raised India’s prestige
(rashtra Samman)
abroad and pro-
tects national
interest
(rashira
hith). But
a few also
feel Modi

is ‘overexposed’, that the
brand i1s reaching a stage
of diminishing returns.

“He can be encashed in 2024, — =

not 2029,” is Santosh Singh's take, a
voter in Chandauli,

Yogi's clout grows | Former armyman
Pawan Sharma of Ghaziabad travelled to
Maharashtra, MP, Rajasthan and Gujarat
last month. He found people referring to
UP in “Yogi' terms — “Aap Yogi ke vahan se
aaye hain (oh, you've come from Yogi's ..

i 2
o

UP).” It's not often a state is synonymous with its CM as
early as the second term. Sharma found Yogi's name has
travelled beyond his state.

Akhilesh, Rahul gain in stature | Voters and sympathi-
sers have a definite improved perception of both Rahul
and Akhilesh. Messages of Congress's manifesto, with
its specific plans to address unemployment, have made
a positive impression among a section of urban youth.
Unemployment i3 a major issue, and for most ‘job’
means a govt job.

Don'tquoteme | It was common for journalists covering
elections to be at the receiving end of the expression,
“Aur poochhive (Ask away)’. That has disappeared.
People from every community still speak freely. But
villagers frequently refuse to be quoted, asking half-
mockingly, “Why dovou want to KkKnow my
name? Do vou want to send ED after
me?” It is interesting how ‘ED’ has
entered the lexiconand psychology of
hinterland India, just as Bofors had
four decades ago.

EVM story | EVMs caused intense
debate before the polls. The din
subsided after Supreme Court
ruled out problems with EVMs. But
there is lingering cynicism about their
integrity and wvulnerability, primarily
among non-BJP voters in both rural and
urban areas. The yearning for ballot
paper is strong, while completely non-
existent 15 the memory of the days
when ballot papers were routinely
looted, found dumped in drains and
O rivers,
Tailpiece | A group of students in Pray-
agraj in a huddle on the other side of the
riveris preparing fora competitive exami-
nation. They don't want to talk about
the polls. “We don't like politics.
It is of no use,” one of them

UP voteson Junel
(13 seats) inthe
last of its

T-phase polls

Uday Deb

Britain’s Poor Little Rishi Rich

UK's first Indian-origin PM, almost certainly headed for a poll drubbing, had a chance to
make a mark. But he saw 10 Downing Street as just another job and mucked it all up

Rashmee Roshan Lall

For Rishi Sunak, there is history and
then there is his story. The history books
will record Sunak as Britain's first
prime minister of Indian origin, its
voungest in 200 years and the wealthiest
occupant of 10 Downing Street, far
richer along with wife Akshata Murty
than the country's monarch King
Charles ITI. But then there is his story,

Columnist based
in London

Rishi's meteoric rise | After a 20-month premiership,
Sunak has called a general election for July 4, which
opinion polls indicate he is on course to lose. If so,
sunak will have helped pull down the curtain on
14 vears of governance by his Conservative Party,
which is currently some 20 points behind in the polls to
the main opposition Labour.

It would be an unusual milestone in Sunak’s
customary high-flying trajectory, which a British TV
interviewer once told him on air was “one of life’s
succeess stories”. Indeed, Sunak was headboy at his
expensive private school, went to Oxford and Stanford
universities, had a profitable career in finance, married
the daughter of Infosys co-founder Narayvana Murthy
and entered the British parliament just seven years
before his dizzyving elevation to PM. Along the way he
acquired an apartment in Santa Monica, California,
the sixth most expensive address in US.

And the fall | By every measure, Sunak has proved him-
self a thoroughbred winner. If his streak of success is
now unmade, at least some of this could be charitably
ascribed to the vagaries of Britain's current political
climate, with Conservatives as enervated as the
country they led through the self-inflicted chaos of
Brexit, the once-in-a-century pandemic and the risible
parade of five PMs.

And wet, his storv at this point, may underline a

quite different failure than the predicted election loss.
For Sunak, the prime ministerial role seems to have
been a job like any other rather than a historic chance
by a multicultural man to punt for real change.

The voting public and political pundits have been as
quick to pick up on Sunak’s apparent disinterest in
fighting for a new vision of 21st century Britain asthey

BROWN MAN’S BURPDEN

Sandesp Adbnwaryu

have noticed his failure to articulate one. Sunak’s
personal ratings have fallen precipitously in recent
months. According to a YouGov survey in May, his net
favourability scoreisadismal-51, compared with -49 for
Conservatives asa whole,

Wobbles galore | Sunak’s personal political heavy
weather hasn’t been helped by his decision to pull the
triggeronanerror-strewn start tothe six-week election
campaign. spawning multiple mocking memes on

social media. He announced the election date in the
pouring rain outside Downing Street, sansanumbrella
or even, as one commentator trenchantly noted, without
“aweatherappon his phone”.

A sinking ship | The “soggy Sunak™ story would only be
displaced by Sunakof the “sinkingship” when hetravel-
led on day one of the campaign to Titanic Guarter, the
historic but unhappily named regeneration site in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, where the famous vessel was
built and launched, only to sink on its maiden vovage.
Omn his way back from Belfast, he injudiciously posed next
to anaeroplane sign spelling out a four-letter word —exit.
And he hasfaced the daily humiliation of anever-larger
cohort of prominent Conservative MPs announcing
their renunciation of the rough and tumble of politics

78 have decided not to stand for re-election this summer.

No rescue in sight | Meanwhile, Britain deals with high
taxes, low growth, crumbling infra and little hope of
the sunlit uplands of economic success any time soon.
Through it all, Sunak has stuck to his months-long
“plan-is-working” slogan, delivered in the robo-call
tones that have now become staples of British radio
comedy shows.

Exit plan? | It has given rise to perhaps the worst asper-
sion cast on a politician navigating a perilous stretch
he 15 on the point of doing a runner. The rumour mill
is whirring with speculation that Sunak suddenly
announced the election for the last day of his vounger
daughter’'s school term, presumably permitting the
family to make a near-immediate getawayv to California
if it all goes badly. At least one unnamed Conservative
MP has been gquoted to indicate it's all very well for
Sunak tocall an election atabad time, but “Idon'towna
ranch in California”.

In fact, neither does Sunak. He has an apartment
there, butalso the pain of being cast as Rishi Rich.

Lall writeson international affairs

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacredspace
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| ITS THAT MOMENT OF
DAWNING COMPREHENSION

W Thinkofthe
= life vou have
| lived until

B oW as over
and. asa

: dead man.
see what s left as a bonus and live it
according to Nature. Love the hand
that fate deals vou and play it as
VO Owll...

Marcus Aurelius

Empowerment Practices To Boost Inner Strength

Brahma Kumari Shivani

harat embodies a tapestry woven
with threads of rich culture,

history, and spirituality. However,
this tapestry has knots of diseases,
discord and moral decline tugging at its
fabric today.

Societal well-being hinges on
spiritual well-being; therefore, we must
prioritise it by embracing principles
that help intranscendence. Qur
collective spiritual wellness will
provide fertile soil for happiness,
health, and harmony to flourish again.

Tofoster a clean and healthy society,
mstead of pointing fingers at others
orsituations, we take personal
responsibility for our thoughts and
emotions. We refrain from seeking
peace from places, love from people and
happiness from objects.

The depth of our emotional resilience
redirects our mindset from stress to

calmness, feartofaith, comparison to
self-respect, competition to coopera-
tion, and complaining to gratitude. In
times of challenge, wedonotsink in
despair. Knowing everyvthing aligns
with the law of karma, we focuson
elevating our present karma.

Daily empowerment practices
boost inner strength, equipping
us to gracefully navigate
failure, loss, separation, and
grief. As powerful souls, we
bounce back from setbacks
with renewed energy: Forgi-
veness, releasing the past,
and letting go happen natu-
rally. Therefore, healing past
iraumatic experiences becomes feasible.

Perceiving the individual self asa
body, wethink, Tamunwell...Iamin
pain.’ This mindset intensifies our
suffering since it isalways mind over
matter. Realising that we are souls, we
grasp the truth -°T, the soul, am perfect.

lessens pain and distress.

My body isunwell." Such detachment

Many illnesses are psychosomatic,
indicating that our thought patterns,
radiating to every cell of the body, cause
disease, apart from our lifestyle.
Releasing emotional blockages and

shifting our mindset from fear tofaith
and from complaint to gratitude
initiates the body's healing.
Awareness that we are
= he = eternal souls, and the body is
just a perishable costume
eliminates our deepest fear
- - of death. Overcoming the
ﬁzamnﬁ fear of deathdispels .
numerous other worries.

We connect as souls, transcending
labels of relationship, role, position, or
age, This wipes away ego clashes and
nurtures soul-to-soul connections. By
acknowledging evervone as fellow
souls, we surpass barriers of religious
differences and catalyse the shift from

intolerance tounity. We understand
that gender applies solely to the body,
not the soul. Despite individuals
inhabiting male or female bodies,

we affirm the equality of all souls.

This stance eradicates gender dis-
crimination and ensures independence
and dignity for people of every gender. It
marks a crucial shift from lust to purity,
abuse torespect, and bias toequality.
Choosing a healthy response inevery
interaction, we transformfromegoto
humility, anger to compassion, hurtto
forgiveness, expectation to acceptance,
and attachment to love,

Ourevery karma enhances soul
power, leading to anatural state of
contentment. This prompts us to buy
things out of necessity, not for happi-
ness or social validation. Thus, we adopt
aminimalist lifestyle. When we raise
our vibrations, theyv radiate outwards
and energise the air, earth, water,
vegetation, wildlife, and the world.
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IPL TITLES
KKR-3

® Beat SRH by 8 wickets in
Chennai; (26-5-2024)

@ Beat Punjab by 3 wickets
in Bengaluru; (1-6-2014)

@ Beat CSK by 5 wickets in
Chennai; (27-5-2012)

VENKATESH
IYER

Venkatesh lyer has
1 become the first KKR

batter to post two
fifties in the IPL finals - 50

vs CSK at Dubai on October
15, 2021 and 52 not out

vs SRH at Chennai on May
26, 2024,

Number of successive
fifties registered by lyer

in the IPL playoffs.

SRH have
recorded the
lowest-ever

total in the history of IPL
finals, eclipsing CSK’s 125/9
off 20 overs vs M| at Eden,
Kolkata (May 26, 2013).

NMumber of wickets
lcaptured by Varun
Chakravarthy at

19.14 runs apiece in 15
matches - the second
highest tally by a bowler in
this IPL behind Parshal
Patel's tally of 24 at 19.87 (14

matches). .
—Staks: Rajesh Kumar

Unstoppable KKR Romp To 8-Wicket

Win Over SRH In IPL Final

Dwaipayan.Datta
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: A team was curated
with extreme care, a mentor
par excellence was brought in
to run the show, a diamond was
picked for incredible price, and
by the end of a two-month roll-
er-coaster, the Knights became
the ‘Don’ of IPL, all over again.

By the end of Sunday even-
ing, the home of yellow was
bathing in a wave of purple.
Gautam Gambhir, who had led
KKR to their first IPL triumph
12 years ago at the same venue,
was celebrating his return to a
team he calls his “second
home". Gambhir's biggest punt
of the season, Mitchell Starc for
Rs 24 cr, proved to be worth
every penny as the Aussie deci-
mated Sunrisers Hyderabad for
the lowest score of an IPL final.
SRH were bowled out for 113 in
the 19th over, 12 short of Chen-
nai Super Kings® 125 at the 2013
Eden Gardens final against
Mumbai Indians.

As the Shah Rukh chart-
busters started blaring across
Chepaulk, the KKR batters had
an on-field party, running away
with an eight-wicket win in 10.3
overs, to present ‘King Khan’
with his third IPL title. Ven-
katesh Iver (52 not out off 26
halls) helped himself to some
fireworks as KEKR completed the
most one-sided IPL final in its
17-vear history

But before all that, as Cy-

[ — T

celehrate the wicket of Travis Head

INVEST IN MULTI ASSET
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KOLKATA'S NIGHT

clone Remal made its landfall
in Bangladesh, the weather
down the east coast was
gloomy through the day.
Chennai being no exception.
There was a breeze on as well,
making the conditions at Che-
pauk conducive for swing
bowling. And when a bowler
of the quality of Starc gets
such conditions, there's a
chance that he can turn abso-
lutely unplavable.

SRH left-hander Abhishek
Sharma got a feel of that qual-
ity in the first over itself as his
off-stump was knocked back
by a beautiful outswinger.
Starc (2-14) created fear in the
minds of the SRH top order
with the movement that he
was generating at a furious
pace and Travis Head knew he
had to take chances at the
other end. Medium-pacer Vai-
bhav Arora was waiting for
this chance and he, too, got the
ball to move just a bit that
found the edge of Head's bat to

SCOREBOARD

SRH: Abhishek Sharma b Starc 2,
Travis Head ¢ Gurbaz b Vaibhav
Arora 0, Rahul Tripathic
Ramandeep Singh b Starc 9,
Aiden Markram ¢ Starc b Russell
20, Nitish Reddy ¢ Gurbaz b
Harshit Rana 13, Heinrich Klaasen
b Harshit Rana 16, Shahbaz
Ahmed ¢ Narine b Chakaravarthy
8, Abdul Samad ¢ Gurbaz b
Russell 4, Pat Cummins c Starc b
Russell 24, Jaydev Unadkat lbw b
Narine 4, Bhuvneshwar Kumar
not out 0, Extras: (b-5, 1b-2, w-6)
13; Total: (18.3 ov) 113; FoW: 2-1,

send him back for his third
duck 1n four games. The mo-
ment the dynamic opening duo
was dismissed for virtually
nothing, a sense of helpless-
ness crept into the SKEH ranks.
Another in-form player, Rahul
Tripathy was dismissed by
Starc within the powerplay

If SRH had to make a come-
back, the middle-order of
Aiden Markram, Nitish Reddy
and Heinrich Klaasen had to
rise to the occasion. But here
too, the depth of the KKR at-
tack came to the fore.

Once Starc and Arora
were done with their first
spells, medium-pacer Harshit
Rana and the wily, old Sunil
Narine came into operation.
While Harshit used his subtle
variations beautifully with
the occasional slower balls -
one accounting for Klaasen -
Narine was his usual stingy
self. If that was not enough,
old pro Andre Russell (3-19)
was equally brilliant.

6-2, 21-3, 47-4, 62-5, 71-6, 77-7. 90-
8, 113-9; Bowling: Starc 3-0-14-2,
Arora 3-0-24-1, Rana 4-1-24-2,
Narine 4-0-16-1, Russell 2.3-0-19-
3, Varun Chakaravarthy 2-0-9-1.

KKR: Rahmanullah Gurbaz lbw
Shahbaz Ahmed 39; Sunil Narine
¢ Shahbaz Ahmed b Pat Cummins
6; Venkatesh Iyer batting 52;
Shreyas lyer batting 6, Extras: (b-
4, |b-2, w-5) 11; Total: (10.3 overs)
114/2; FoW: 1-11, 2-102; Bowling:
Bhuvneshwar 2-0-25-0, Cummins
2-0-18-1, Natarajan 2-0-29-0,
Shahbaz 2.3-0-22-1, Unadkat 1-0-
9-0, Markram 1-0-5-0.

‘Mitch Starc’s arrival
boosted confidence
of our youngsters’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: It was celebration
time for the KKR camp after
the dominant win over SRH in
the [PL final.

KKR bowling coach B Arun
was ecstatic with the perfor-
mance of his bowlers. “I think
it was pretty tough, the last two
yvears, [t was touch and go - we
didn’t qualify. It needed a lot of
introspection and now we can
savour this moment. (On Har-
shit Rana) He has been out-

KKR, with their
8-wicket win, have
emulated the biggest
ever triumph in terms
of wickets in an IPL Final. CSK
had won by eight wickets vs
SRH at Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai on May 27, 2018.

standing. It's about backing
yvour strengths.”

Talking about Mitch Stare,
Arun said, “I think Mitch com-
ing into the team boosted the
confidence of other youngsters
in the side. He is probably the
best bowler in the world. Once
he understood the Indian condi-
tions, he was excellent. Spin-
ners mature with age, and with
Sunny and Varun bowling in
tandem, it was superh.”

Batsman-wicketkeeper
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, who
left his ill mother to join the
team for the final few games,
sald, “My mom is watching
from the home. She is feeling

STARC (C) CELEﬁHﬁTES THE
WICKET OF ABHISHEK SHARMA

o b SBIMUTUAL FUND
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zood now. 1 asked mom before
the match if she wanted any-
thing. She said just the win.
When Phil Salt was playing, 1
wasn't expecting to get a
chance but I knew it's a long
tournament and I needed to be
ready. Once I got the chance, 1
was well prepared.”

Batsman Nitish Rana had a
story to share. “GG bhaiva
(Gambhir) was named the men-
tor; I sent him a long message
as [ was really happy He replied
saving, ‘Thank you but [ would
be happy if we stand at the po-
dium with the trophy in our
hands.’ Today is that dayv and I
will never forget that message.”

MULTI ASSET ALLOCATION FUNDS
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Dipa creates history with gold at Asian Championships Poor shooting leads

SoEty IMages

First Indian Gymnast To
End On Top Of The Podium
At A Continental Meet

Arnab.Seal@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Dipa Karmakar has al-
ways loved making history.

From being the first Indian gym-
nast to take part in Olympics in Rio
in 2016 to becoming the country’s
first woman to win a medal in the
sport in Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow, 2014, she has always been
an inspiration. She was also the first
to win gold in FIG Artistic Gymnas-

tics World Challenge Cup in 2018 in
Mersin, Turkey,

And on Sunday she created history
one more time as she won gold in
Vault at Senior Women Artistic Gym-
nastics Asian Championships in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Although In-
dian gymnasts, including Dipa, won
bronze in the Asian meet four times
earlier, it was the first time that an
Indian finished on top of the podium.
The girl from Tripura was expectedly
over the moon after accomplishing
the feat. “I have no words to express
my feelings at the moment,” she said
after her historic feat.

After finishing 16th in the all-
round category in Tashkent with a

DIPA KARMAKAR Q

score of 46.166 earlier on Friday, Dipa
came back with a bang on Sunday to
win the gold in Vault with an average
score of 13.566. Silver and bronze went
to North Korea's Kim Son-Hyang
(13.466) and Jo Kyong-Byol (12.966).

fam
me

[

the

“I went through a lot of troubles,
injuries and surgeries before [ could
make a comeback. It was a lot of hard
work and I couldn’t have done all this
without the support of mv coach and

thick and thin,” she said during a
brief interaction with TOI trving to
keep her emotions in check.

Her first vault on Sunday was a
Tsukahara 720 degree turn from a
straight body and she followed it up
with a straight body front somer-
sault 360 turn.

Asked about her performance on

ecuted it a bit better but there were

ily who have always supported
and stood by my side through

day, Dipa said, T could have ex-

some penalties and the points were
deducted.”

Irrespective of the penalties,

Dipa still finished strong and coach
Bishweshwar Nandi couldn't have
been more proud of his pupil, “What
she had to go through was highly
challenging but I never gave up and
neither did she,” added the Dro-
nacharya Award-winning coach.

Sadly for Dipa though, she

couldn’t qualify for Paris Olvmpics
and she is still hurting from it. In
the Olympic Qualification Appara-
tus World Cup Ranking List in Vault,
she finished fourth with a total of 52
points from where only the top two
ocymnasts qualified.

Chase leads WI to T20I
series win over SA

Kingston: Roston Chase struck a magnifi-
cent 38-ball 67 as West Indies beat South
Africa by 16 runs at Sabina Park to take an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match
T201 series,

Chase led a strong batting performance
from the homeside whomade 207-7and while
South Africa made a fast start they were
unable to get close to the target.

West Indies, who are co-hosts of the T20
World Cup which gets under way on Junelin
the United States, will face South Africa aga-
inon Sunday to conclude the series.

It was a strong all-round performance

from the Caribbean team coached by Daren
Sammy, who captained the West Indies to the
T20 World Cup title in 2016.
Brief scores: West Indies 207/7 in 20 overs (King
36, Mayers 32, Chase 67 n.o, Fletcher 29, Shepherd
26; Ngidi 2-41, Peter 2-32, Phehlukwayo 2-51). So-
uth Africa 191/7 in 20 overs (Hendricks 34, De Kock
41, Van der Dussen 30; Motie 3-22), West Indies
won by 16 runs.

McCoy replaces injured
Holder in WI squad

StJohn's (Antigua): The West Indies on Sun-
dav named Obed McCoy as Jason Holder's re-
placement for the upcoming T20 World Cup,
with the latter being ruled out due to an injury
which he sustained while playing the County
Championship. Without providing specificde-
tails of the injuriesto Holder, the Cricket West
Indies said in a release that the playver will re-
quire a recovery period and the team’s medi-
cal staff will provide all support “to ensure his
swiftand complete recovery”.

“Jason is an experienced playver in our set-
up. His absence will undoubtedly be felt both
on and off the field. We look forward to having
afully fit Jason with usagainsoon,” lead selec-
tor and former player Desmond Haynes was
quoted as saying in the CWlrelease. em
The squad: Rovman Powell (c), Alzarri Joseph {vc),
Johnson Charles, Roston Chase, Shimron Hetmyer,
Shai Hope (wk), Akeal Hosein, Shamar Joseph, Bran-
don King, Obed McCoy, Gudalkesh Motie, Andre Rus-
sell, Nicholas Pooran (wk), Sherfane Rutherford, Ro-
mario Shepherd.

GALLERY

Boxers Jamwal, Dev move
up in Olympic qualifiers

Indian boxers continued their dominant run on
day three of the second World Boxing Qualifiers
for Paris Olympics as Abhinash Jamwal (63.5kg)
and Nishant Dev (71kg) comfortably won their
bouts in Bangkok on Sunday.

India eves lose to Argentina: The Indian
women's hockey team continued its winless
streak in the Belgium leg of the FIH Pro League,
slumping to 0-3 defeat against Argentina in
Antwerp on Sunday. Celina Di Santo (1st min-
ute), Maria Campoy (39th) and Maria Granatto
(47th) scored for Argentina in India’s final
match of the Belgium leg.

Golfer Grayson Murray, 30, dies by sui-
cide: Two-time PGA Tour winner Grayson
Murray died by suicide, his
parents confirmed in a state-
ment Sunday morning. The
death of Murray was an-
nounced by commissioner Jay
- | Monahan on Saturday, one day
- =2 after the 30-year-old golfer
cited illness following his withdrawal from the
Charles Schwab Challenge at Fort Worth, Texas.

Srihari bags silver: Ace India swimmer Srihari
Nataraj clinched a silver medal in the 50m
backstroke event at the 30th Mare Nostrum
swimming tour at the Canet-en-Roussillon,
France. Nataraj, who competed a the Tokyo
Olympics, clocked 25.50s. Nataraj's personal
best in the event is 25.11s.

Atwal at T-29: Indian golfer Arjun Atwal rose to
T-29 with a card of 68 in the third round of the
KitchenAid Senior PGA Championship in Benton
Harbor, USA. Atwal's first two rounds were 69
and 75 and he's now 1-under for three rounds.
Ernie Els birdied his final hole for a 2-under 69,
giving him a share of the lead with Greg Chal-
mers going into the final round.

Dikshain top 10 of LET Order of Merit:

Indian golfer Diksha Dagar secured the ninth
spot on the Ladies European Tour's Order of
Merit after a creditable T-20 finish at the Jabra
Ladies Open in Evian-Les-Bains, France. Diksha
shot even par 71 on the final day for a total of
2-over 215.

Southampton back in the Premier
League: Southampton secured an immediate
return to the Premier League on Sunday by
beating Leeds 1-0 at Wembley Stadium in the
Championship playoff final.

EFl contemplates legal options after
court appoints administrator: The Eques-
trian Federation of India (EF1) is contemplating
legal options after the Delhi High Court appoint-
ed an ad-hoc panel to manage its affairs, saying
the verdict will put a huge financial burden on a
“poor sports body” that can either manage the
fee of panel or work for the growth of the game.

ACTION TODAY

TENNIS: French Qpen: 230pm, 8pm and 12am
Tuesday (Sony).

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Harbhajan Singh has
heen part of four IPL winning
teams (thrice with Mumbai Indi-
ans and once with Chennai Super
Kings). Bhajji is part of the com-
mentary team and has been trav-
elling the length and breadth of
the country for the last two
months. On the day of the final,
Harbhajan sat down with TOI to
choose 2024 IPL's best XI. “There
have been some superb perfor-
mances. It's tough with so much
talent around, but this is my best
X1,”" Bhaijji told TOL.

HERE GOES THE TEAM:

Travis Head (SRH): It's not just the
runs but the impact that he had in
the tournament. “Head's batting has
been a game-changer in
many ways, the par-score
in the powerplay has
gone up from 50 to 75
and Head is central to
that,” Harbhajan said.
Sunil Narine (KKR): It's
his impact with the bat
and ball that helps him take

the spot ahead of Abhishek Sharma.
“What an allround show it has been
from the veteran. Narine just
doesn't stop,” Harbhajan said.

Virat Kohli (RCB, captain): The
legend came into this IPL with
question marks about his strike-rate
but he answered all those in style.
The Orange Cap with 741 runs and a
strike-rate of 154.43 belongs to the
right-hander, and even though he
opened for RCB, he will be equally

Sizzling

Prajwal. Hegde@timesgroup.com

Paris: Carlos Alcaraz’s court co-
verage is something like a light
and sound show. You see, but vou
don’t really see it. It's in the sha-
dows perhaps.

Alcaraz’s feet barely skim-
med thedirt when on the move in
hisfirst Roland Garrosoutingon
sSunday.

The Spaniard ran around his
backhand, moved in and fell
back, brandishing his unboun-
ded athleticism like a cutlass, He
reached wide and stayed low for
the softer touch or the firmer
arip. A performance that was as
much a physical test as it was a
display of dimensions.

Alecaraz, 21, has been out on
the injury carousel for a good
part of the season so far, retiring
from Rio de Janeiro in February
after twisting hisrightankleand
playing just one tournament on
clay in the spring swing, because
of aright forearm injury.

Alcaraz, who has been practi-
cing with a sleeve, took the court
armed with the performance ac-
cessory against American lucky
loser Jeffrey John Wolf, who goes
with his initials J J Wolf on the

HARBHAJAN'S
2024 IPL XI

== Abhishek Sharma (SRH):
Abhishek was quite superb
with Travis Head and showed
in Qualifier 2thathecanbe a
handy bowler too on helpful
conditions.

A very impactful mystery
spinner, taking 21 wickets
during the tournament.

good at No. 3. “Even though he
wasn't the captain of RCB, his
leadership qualities were on display
as RCB went on a six-match winning
streak to make playoffs,” Bhajji said.
Shivam Dube (CSK): The left-hander
graduated from being a
designated spin-hitter of CSK
to a player who can take any
attack apart. It's his long
levers that helped him
unleash those huge shots
scoring 396 runs at a strike-

Tﬁﬁﬂls TN rate of 162.23. On the basis of

his IPL performances, he
found a place in India's T20 World
Cup team. “At No. 4, he keeps the
left-right combination going,”
Harbhajan said.
Riyan Parag (RR): He has been
playing for a while, but this proved
to be the right-hander's break-out
year. It's not just about the 573 runs
(strike-rate 149.2) that he scored, it
was the way he did it, looking
equally comfortable against pace
and spin. “A massively improved

SELECT RESULTS

Men: Lorenzo Sonego (Italy) bt
Ugo Humbert (x17, France), 6-4,
2-6,6-4, 6-3; Andrey Rublev (x6,
Russia) bt Taro Daniel (Japan) 6-2,
6-7(3),6-3,7-5; Grigor Dimitrov
(x10, Bulgaria) bt Aleksandar
Kovacevic (USA) 6-4, 6-3, 6-4;
Carlos Alcaraz (x3, Spain) bt
Jeffrey John Wolf (USA) 6-1,6-2,
6-1; Hubert Hurkacz (x8, Poland) bt
Shintaro Mochizuki (Japan) 4-6,
6-3, 3-6,6-0,6-3.

IMPACT SUBSTITUTES

«+ Varun Chakravarthy (KKR):

player, keep an eye on him for the
future,” Harbhajan said.
Heinrich Klaasen (SRH):
“Klaasen is the best white-
ball hitter at the moment,”
Bhajji said, explaining the
wicket-keeper batsman's
inclusion in the team. His .
50 off 34 balls was ——
cornerstone of SRH's entry
into the final after a difficult start.
Ravindra Jadeja (CSK): Jadeja, with
267 runs, wasn't at his best with the
bat, but he did come up with some
important contributions for CSK
when it mattered. “Eight wickets at
an economy rate of 7.85 may not be
his best, but at the No. 7
allrounder's slot, there was no one
better than the southpaw,” Bhajji
said, while making Jadeja's case,
Kuldeep Yadav (Delhi Capitals): He
showed his wicket-taking abilities
once again, taking 16 in 11 games
and even though the economy was
above 8, Kuldeep was quite brilliant
with his wrist spin. "He is one of the

Women: Donna Vekic (Croatia) bt
Lesia Tsurenko (Ukraine) 6-5, ret;
Marie Bouzkova (Czech) bt
Veronika Kudermetova (x29,
Russia)6-2, 6-4; Dayana
Yastremska (x30, Ukraine) bt
Ajla Tomljanovic (Australia) -
3-6,6-3,6-3; Naomi Osaka (Japan)
bt Lucia Bronzetti (Italy)6-1, 4-6,
7-5: Jelena Ostapenko (x9, Latvia)
bt Jagueline Adina Cristian
(Romania) 6-4, 7-5; Marta Kostyuk
(x18, Ukraine) bt Laura Pigossi
(Brazil) 7-5,6-7 (4), 6-4.

Tour, butitdidn’t seem like he ne-
eded the support.

The world No.3, indexing his
tennis miles on Court Philippe
Chatrier, came through 6-1, 6-2,
6-1 in one-hour and 5l-minutes.
Alcaraz had 27 winners in the
match, 15of which came fromthe
forehand side, which augurs well
for him.

Alcaraz, who appeared to be
debating with his box during a
break in play, perhaps on hol-
dingback on power, said the per-
formance sleeve was proposed
to him by his physio Juanjo Mo-
renao.

“Hetold me it helps inacerta-

in way. I don't know which way,”
the2l-year-old said. “Tjust wear it
because evervbody has told me
that it helps my mind, just to trv
to forget everything in my fore-
arm.”

The Spaniard sported bright
vellow shorts, which helped light
up the dank, dismal conditions
on a rain-hit afternoon. “The
arm is 100 per cent. I'm still fee-
ling weird, afraid to hit every fo-
rehand at 100 percent,” Alcaraz
explained. “Tt's still in my mind,
butIdidn'tfeel anything after the
match, which is really, really go-
od for me. So I can say it's fully re-
covered.”

JASPRIT BUMRAH

AFP

ON TOP OF HIS GAME: Virat Kohli scored 741
runs at a strike-rate of 154.43 in the tournament

best in business, and he showed on
difficult pitches how lethal he can
be," Bhajji added.
Jasprit Bumrah (Mumbai
Indians): Despite a poor
| show by Mumbai Indians,
Bumrah was “comfortably
the best bowler of the IPL."
“Economy of 6.48 and all
that are fine, we just hope
keeps doing this in the World Cup
for India as well,” Harbhajan said.
Trent Boult (Rajasthan Royals):
Sixteen wickets in 16 games at an
economy rate of 8.3 may not be the
best, but it's the impact that he had
with his swing that went a long way
in RR's entry into the playoffs.
“Don’t think there was anyone
better than Boult bowling left-arm
swing in this IPL,” Boult said.
Harshit Rana (KKR): He was one
KKR's finds in the tournament,
bowling the difficult overs at the
death. “Rana showed heart. It
makes him one of the emerging
stars,” Habhajan said.

Alcaraz tames Wolf

to Deepika’s downfall

Archiman.Bhaduri
@timesgroup.com

. Kolkata: Just two months be-

¢ foretheParis Olympics, the In-

! dianrecurvearchersreturned
empiv-handed from Archery
World Cup Stage 11 at Yecheon,
South Korea, on Sunday.

India’s medal hopes rested
on Deepika Kumari but the
seasoned campaigner failed to
pick up successive World Cup
medals after making a come-
back to the international are-
nasince becoming a mother.
After ending up with their

highest tallv of medals in a
single World Cup bagging
eight in Shanghai last month,
the archers managed just two
medals (one gold and one sil-
ver) in the compound section
this time,

: It was a poor day in office

: for Deepika who went down to

. top-seeded Korean Lim Sihye-
on 2-6 (26-28, 28-28, 27-28, 27-27)
in the semifinal. The 20-year-
old Korean was not at her best,
but Deepika managed just
three 10s while hitting three 8s
too in the match to go down to

her World No.
2 opponent
forthesecond
time in less
than a
month.

If it was
bad against
Lim, it was worse against Ale-
jandra Valencia as the former
World No. 1lost 4-6(26-29, 26-28,
28-25, 27-25, 26-29) in the bron-
ze-medal playoff match. In spi-
te of enjoying a better head-to-
head win record against her
Mexican rival, Deepika was a
bundle of nervesasshe shotfo-
ur s in first six arrows to trail
0-4 early on. She did manage to
make it four-all but a poor 26 in
the fifth and final set saw her
falling by the wayside with the
29.vear-old Indian ending up
hitting six 8s in the match.

Deepika will have plenty to
improve during her training
with South Korean coaching
legend Kim Hyung Tak for a se-
cond stint in six months before
taking aim in the final Olym-
pics qualification at World
Cup Stage 111 in Antalyva next
month.

Sindhu surrenders
in summit clash

Times News NETWORK

V Sindhu suffered a
Pshﬂcking meltdown and

surrendered a healthv le-
adagainst Wang Zhi Yiof Chi-
na in the final of the Malaysia
Open BWF Super-500 tourna-
ment in kuala Lumpur on
Sunday.

Trailing 3-11 at the mid-po-
int of the third game, Wang
made a splendid comeback
and scored 18 of the next 23 po-
ints to seal victory from a lo-
sing position 21-16, 5-21, 16-21
in the summit clash.

The loss would rankle
Sindhu for a while as she
struggled to find a way out to
stop Wang after the change of
courts.

Playving long rallies pati-
ently, Wang scored five stra-
ight points from 3-11 to reduce
the marginto8-11. Sindhu sco-
red a couple of points here
and looked like breaking the
rhythm of her rival before
Wang involved Sindhu in

Carlos Alcaraz

returns to Jeffrey

John Wolf during

his match in Paris
| on Sunday

Osaka beats Bronzetti in three sets

Paris: Naomi Osaka sweptto her
first victory at the French Openin
three years on Monday, setting up
a potential showdown with world
number one lga Swiatek, as Roland
Garros prepared to possibly bid
farewell to Rafael Nadal.

Osakaneeded three setsto
defeat ltaly's 48th-ranked Lucia
Bronzetti on the showpiece Court
Philippe Chatrier, 6-1,4-6, 7-5.

The 26-year-old fired 31
winners, including six aces, and 45
unforced errors in amatch where
shegave upa4-0leadinthe
decider before finding herself 5-4

down. However, she rallied
strongly to register her first win at
a Grand Slam since the 2022
Australian Open.

Former champion and ninth

seed Jelena Ostapenko overcamea
rusty start in both sets to beat
Romania's Jaqueline Cristian 6-4
7-5and reach the second round.

Two-time quarterfinalist

Andrey Rublev, the sixth seed,
defeated Japan's Taro Daniel in four
sets. French number one Ugo
Humbert, the 17th seed, crashed
out6-2,6-7(3/7),6-3,7-5toltaly's
Lorenzo Sonego. AGENGIES

‘Lé‘\‘fehrku‘selnuclinchGermanClip [.eclerc wins maiden
for first-ever domes}ic double Grand Prix at home

Berlin: Granit Xhaka's early stri-
ke was enough for Bayer Leverku-
sen to win the German Cup final
1-0 over Kaiserslautern for an un-
beaten domestic double on Satur-
day.

Xhaka fired the ball in under
the crossbar from distance in the
16th minute. 1t proved to be eno-
ughagainst second-division Kai-
serslautern despite losing defen-
der Odilon Kossounou to a se-
cond vellow card just before the
break.

Leverkusen won the Bundesli-
ga unbeaten, an historic feat. The
only blip on the record of Xabi
Alonso’s team this season was lo-
sing the Eurcopa League final to
Atalanta 3-0 on Wednesday in
Dublin. That ended Leverkusen's
record 5l-game unbeaten run
across all competitions. It was its
only loss in 53 games this season.

“The whole journey, the whole
season was wonderful,” the Spa-
nish coach said after doubling Le-
verkusen's trophy haul in just one
SEASON.

“What wedid this season isun-
believahle.”

PSG's Kylian Mbappe given a farewell

Mbappe glad to leave PSGon
winning note: France forward
Kylian Mbappe =said he is leaving
Paris St Germain with his head
held high after the Ligue 1 cham-
pions’ 2-1 victory over Olympigue
Lyonnais in the French Cup final.
Mbappe announced this
month he would leave the French
club at the end of the season after
a seven-year stay during which he
became their all-time top scorer,
with 256 goals. His last game for
the club came in Saturday's final
with first-half strikes from Ous-
mane Dembele and Fabian Ruiz
securinga win for PSG.

Madrid fans see off Kroosin
Betis draw: Real Madrid suppor-
ters bade farewell to midfielder
Toni Kroos in hisfinal La Liga ga-
me for the club at the Santiago

against Real Betis. Earlier, Atleti-

campaignwitha2-0winat Real So-
ciedad and Athletic Bilbao beat

Ravo Vallecano1-0.

Milan draw in Giroud, Pioli
farewell: AC Milan ended their
Serie A campaign with a 3-3 draw
against Salernitana on Saturday
in what was the last game at the
club for coach Stefano Pioli and
striker Olivier Giroud. acencies
RESULTS: La Liga: Osasuna 1(Budimir
30), Villarreal 1 (Morales 57); Real Soci-
edad 0, Atletico Madrid 2 (Lino 9, Man-
tava 9043} Almeria & (Melero 48, Arri-
has 51, 86, Zaldua 57-0g, Suarez 65, 71),
Cadiz 1 (Ocampo 30); Rayo Vallecano 0,
Athletic Bilbao 1 {Nico Williams 67); Re-
al Betis 0, Real Madrid 0. Serie Az Ju-
ventus 2 (Chiesa 26, Alex Sandro 28),
Maonza O; AC Milan 2 (Leao 22, Giroud
27, Calabria 77), Salernitana 3 (Simy 64,
89, Sambia 87).

Bernabeu on Saturday, a 0-0 draw

co Madrid, fourth, finished their :

: Monte Carlo: Charles Le-
clerc finally
broke his Mo-
naco Grand
Prix curse on
sSunday as Red
Bull had an off
: weekend with
: Max Verstappen sixth and Ser-
: gio Perez erashing out on the
. firstlap.

: Leclerc ended years of fru-
. stration at his home race by ta-
: king the jewel in the Formula
: One calendar from pole at his
: third attempt.

; A tearful Leclerc said: “No
: words can explain this. [t me-
: ansalot, it'sthe race that made
: medreamof becominga Fldri-
© Ver

: “Tonight is going to be a big
: night!”
: McLaren’s Oscar Piastrifol-
: lowed the man from Monaco
: across the line with Carlos Sa-
: inzintheotherFerrariinthird.
: Leclerc had started at the
: front of the grid at the circuit
. he used to travel along on the
. bustoschoolasakidin202land

2022 only for misfortune to stop

him winning on both occa-
s510NS.

With Ferrari now a much
smoother run ship under Fred

Vasseur this was a far slicker :

Ferrari team than then, and Le-
clercdictated the pace perfectly
from the front, until the end of
the first lap.

had to come out to stop the race
aftera threecar pile-up with Pe-
rez's Red Bull ripped apart. are

MONACO GP RESULTS: L Charles !
: coming off a pair of sluggish
: 200m performances in China.

Leclerc (Ferrari); 2. Oscar Piastri
(McLaren); 3. Carlos Sainz Jr. (Ferra-
ri); 4. Lando Norris (McLaren); 5. Ge-
orge Russell (Mercedes), 6. Max
Verstappen (Red Bull); 7. Lewis Ha-
milton (Mercedes); 8. Yuki Tsunoda
(RB); 9. Alexander Albon (Williams);
10. Fierre Gasly (Alpine); IL Fernan-
do Alonso (Aston Martin); 12, Daniel

Sauber); 14. Lance Stroll (Aston
Martin);, 18. Logan Sargeant (Willi-
ams) 16. Zhou Guanyu (Sauber).
DNF: Kevin Magnussen (Haas); Este-
ban Ocon (Alpine); Sergio Perez (Red
Bull); Nico Hiilkenberg (Haas).

AP

- Neeraj not injured,

: tions for next
. Olympic trials with the second-
: fastest time of the year behind
American Jacious Sears's 10.77

medallist

another long
rally and sco-
red another fi-
Ve consecutive
points from 8-
12 to secure a
15-13 lead.

Rattled by the manner the
match turned, Sindhumadea
coupleof mistakes andlost fo-
cus. From 15-14 Wang moved
to match point with another
five-point burst. The match
ended after Sindhu hit the
shuttle beyond the line.

sSindhusaid she was disap-
pointed with the loss. “It's sad
and that I didn’t get the result
that I had expected. 1 should
have pulled it off, maintai-
ning the lead, but there were
really good rallies. Overall, 1
can say that it's been a very
good match. It's a bit disappo-
inting but a lot of positives to
take,” Sindhu said.

World No.1 Viktor Axelsen
defeated Malayvsia's Lee Zil
Jia 21-6, 20-22, 21-13 to win the
men's singles title.

Ostrava pullouta
precaution

: New Delhi: Olvmpic cham-
: pion javelin thrower Neeraj
: Chopra on Sunday clarified
: that he is not injured but has
- pulled out of the Ostrava Gol-
: den Spike meet in Czech Re-
: publicon May 28as a precautio-
: nary measure after he felt “so-

mething” on his adductor

: muscles during a recent trai-
: ningsession.

Chopra said he would not

: want to risk injury in an Olym-
: pic year and hence decided to
: skipthe prestigious meet.

“Following a recent thro-

. wing session, I decided not to
. compete in Ostrava as I felt so-
: mething in my adductor. | have
: had problems with it inthe past
: and pushing it at this stage can
: lead to injury” Chopra wrote
: onhisInstagram.

“Just to clarify, I am not in-

i jured but T don't want to take
: any risk during the Olympic
. year so had to take this deci-
. sion. Onee I feel it's fully reco-
. vered, I will get back to compe-
: titions,” he added.

Chopra’s clarification ca-

: me just hours after the organi-
. sersof the prestigious meet sa-
: 1d he has decided to skip the
. eventdue toan injury he sustai-
: ned while training two weeks
: Ago. PM

Chebet smashes
10,000m WR

Eugene (USA): World cham-
: - pion Sha'Carri
O Richardson
won her first
100m of the
Olympic  sea-
son on Satur-
day, clocking

: 10.83sec at the Eugene Dia-
: mond League where Kenvan
That was when the red flag :
- 10,000m world record.

Beatrice Chebet shattered the
Richardson, who won the

world title last August in her
personal-best of 10.65sec, was

But she signaled her inten-
month's US

in April and came out on top of

: astacked field in which Jamai-
Ricciardo (RB): 13. Valtteri Bottas :
: allist Elain Thompson-Herah
: finished last in11.30.

ca’'s Tokvo Olympic gold med-

Five-time Olvmpic gold
Thompson-Herah
was launching her 2024 campa-
ign and has work todo. are
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Remal fury on coastline,

brace for heavy rain today

4-Hr Landfall At DISASTER MGMT TEAMS ON HIGH ALERT

Bengal-B'desh
Coast From 9pm

Times News NETwoRrk

Kolkata: Cyclone Remal's
landfall started around 9pm
on Sunday at the coasts of
Bengal and Bangladesh, apro-
cess that continued for four
hours, between Sagar Islands
and Khepupara, around
100km from Kolkata. The very
severe cyclone brought wind
speeds  of 10kmph to
120kmph, gusting to135kmph,
when it hit land, triggering
heavy rain along the coasts
and a spell of 20mm to 30mm
rain in Kolkata.

FULL COVERAGE: P 2
» Agencies toil to reduce
pain on Monday, P 2
»Soaring air fares, P 2

A consistent, intense spell
of rain started lashing Kolka-
ta from 10.30pm, as predicted.
It was accompanied by gusts
of wind that reached speeds
of 70kmph-80kmph. The
downpour would continue till
the earlv hours of Monday
and bevond, said the Met offi-
ce. Neighbouring districts of
North and South 24 Parganas,
Howrah, Hooghly and East
Midnapore also experienced
heavy rain.

Even as clouds heralding
the progress of the cyclone ga-
ve Kolkata a moderate
23.9mm rain and disrupted li-
fe on Sunday, the Met office sa-

Army defuses 3

IEDs in Imphal East

rmy defused 3 powerful

IEDs — two weighing
2kg and one 5kg — near
Maphou dam in Imphal
East on Saturday, averting
major loss of life and pro-
perty. Electronic detona-
tors were also found alongs-
ide the IEDs. FLAP INSIDE

Ex-cabinet secy
to be ICICI chief

‘ormer cabinet secretary

Pradeep Kumar Sinha
will take over as chairman
of ICICI Bank from G C Cha-
turvedi, the bank said. RBI
approved his appointment
on May 24 for a three-year
term effective July 1. P11

‘Poisoned’ beer
kills 2 jawans

"wo Special Armed For

ce personnel in their
mid-50s died on Sunday
from suspected polsoning
after drinking beer on Sat-
urday night in Chhindwara
district of MP FLAP INSIDE

WEATHER

adlls Max 312 °C{-39) Min
Wi 26 80C(-0.4). Sunrise: Tue
4.52am. Sunset: Mon 6.15pm.
Generally cloudy sky. Rain/thunder-

shower with one or two intense spells
(2-3cm/hrd with strong surface wind - :

(7O-80kmph) very likely during
nightfearly hours. Max & min tamp
may be around 30°C & 25%C. Max

humidity 98% min 68% Rain: 196mm

| (Left) A restive Hooghly on Sunday

=« evening, hours before Remal made

iy landfall on the Bengal-Bangladesh coast;
= (above)disaster management personnel
in South 24 Parganas

'REMAL'S PROGRESS > From 10.30pm, around 20mm " HELPLINE NUMBERS
> 8 outer cloud band over | t0 20mm rain per hour and -
cﬂasﬂ'ﬂ': IBengalr& BangladEEhT ' 70kmph to 80kmph winds till ﬁ:fﬂﬂﬁ"m
110kmph-120kmph at centre early Monday 97861212

IRFLE i i e .
> 8.24 pm | 130km SSE of WHAT T EXPECT TODAY S I
Canning, 110kmph-120kmph > Heavy rain, between 70mm 9432610428, 9432610429

near centre

> 9pm | Landfall process
starts, continues for
four hours

Smaller
spells of

and 110mm

> Wind speeds to

reduce to 50kmph to
60kmph, gusting up

'SUNDAY WEATHER

thundershowers
to continue till

to 70kmph
» Smaller spells of

> CESC | 18605001912
> KMDA | 033-23580021,
23599087

> NKDA control room | 033-
35050004, 033-35050030

Weight-loss meds
linked to stomach
paralysis: Study

A new US study suggests
L \that medications like
Wegovy and Ozempic, effiec-
tive for rapid weight reduc-
tion, may come with the risk
of uncommeon vet serious si-
de effects, including abdomi-
nal paralysis, a condition
characterised by delayed sto-
mach emptyving, reports
Durgesh Nandan Jha. Ab-
dominal paralysis can cause
unintended wei-ght loss,
malnutrition and other
complications that may re-
gquire medical or surgical in-
tervention. Wegovy and
Ozempic are not legally avai-
lable in India. But reports
suggest that these drugs are
being sourced by many thro-
ugh the grey market at a pre-
mium. FLAP INSIDE

> 239mm rain in last Tuesday thundershowers to » BMC control room |
24 hours continue till Tuesday | 6292234126
id there was a high chance of residents of insecure buil- Development Authority

heavy rain on Monday — bet-
ween 70mm and 110mm. Kol-
katans have also been warned
about wind speeds ranging
from 50kmph to 60kmph, gus-
ting up to 70kmph, accompa-
nied by smaller spells of thun-
dershowers.

KMC teams were on stand-
by, armed with tree-cutters,
dumpers, payloaders and hea-
vy-duty cranes to remove any
uprooted trees, said mayor
Firhad Hakim. He also asked

dings to take refuge at camps
set upin KMC-runschools. He
warned that although the ci-
vic body was ready with hea-
vy-duty pumps to flush out
storm water, it may take some
time to free the city of water-
logging if there was continuo-
us rain, as the Hooghly was in
high tide.

In Salt Lake, New Town
and Sector V, Bidhannagar
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), New Town Kolkata

(NKDA) and Nabadiganta In-
dustrial Township Authority
(NDITA) opened control ro
oms with disaster-manage-
ment teams. NKDA issued an
advisory for housing societies
and resident welfare associa-
tions in New Town to keep ter-
races and balconies of flats
free of “loose items”, which
might pose a threat,
Inputs from Aheli
Banerjee, Saikat Ray &
Suman Chakraborti

6 newborns killed, 5 battling
for life after fire at Del hosp

No Emergency
Exit, No Fire
Extinguisher

Abhay & Siddhivi Singh | Ty

New Delhi: Six newborns di-
ed after a massive fire broke
out at New Born Baby Care
Hospital ineast Delhi’s Vivek
Vihar late on Saturday. Five
babies rescued from the fire
are battling for their lives in
another hospital. Police have
arrested the facility owner,
Dr Naveen Kichi, besides Dr
Akash, who was on duty on
Saturday night. They have

»Innocent lives snuffed
out on dark Delhi night, P 7
»EDIT: Tragedy Foretold

been booked for culpable ho-
micide and other offences,
copssaid.

The fire department rece-
ived a call around 11.40pm
and rushed to the spot. Wit-
nesses said the hospital buil-
ding turned into an inferno
in just a few minutes and was
followed by multiple blasts
that possibly originated from
the oxygen cylinders stored
there,

In all, around a dozen
children were pulled out in a
complex operation by fire-
men and good Samaritans,
but only five survived, The
bodies will be handed over
to the parents after DNA

: latin Kumar

Phot

Witnesses said the hnspltal bmldlng turned into an inferno in minutes
and that was followed by multiple blasts

match confirms their identi-
ties, cops said. Police suspect
a short circuit triggered the
blaze.

“During inspection of ho-
spital and examination of
staftf, it was found that there
was no fire extinguisher, 1m-
proper entry exit, absence of
emergency exit, deployment
of BAMS doctor ete. Therefo-
re, more siringent sections
were added to the FIR,” DCP
(Shahdara) Surender Chaud-
hary said.

Inall, there were seven de-
aths reported after the blaze.
Confusion prevailed around
the death of the seventh baby;,
who the hospital claimed had
died at 9pm, before the blaze
started. Cops said they would
verify this from the autopsy
report. The post-mortem of

Rajkot fire toll rises to
28, two accused arrested

Rajkot: Gujarat police filed
an FIR against seven part-
ners of TRP Game Zone In
Rajkot for culpable homicide
notamounting tomurder and
arrested two of them on Sun-
day followingadevastatingfi-
re that spread rapidly and cla-
imed 28 lives at the recreatio-
nal facility packed with a
large weekend crowd the pre-
viousevening,.

»Related reports,P 7

The fire left the bodies
charred bevond recognition.
According to the FIR, the 28
recovered bodies included 15
men’s, six women’s and three
children’s. The gender of
three bodies could not be de-
termined due to severe
burns; only partial remains

NO FIRE NOC

» FIR names 7 partners of
TRP Game Zone, says facility
lacked sufficient fire safety
equipment and operated
without a fire NOC

» 28 bodies recovered
include 15 males, six
females, 3 kids; DNA
analysis may take 7 days

> Forensic team in Rajkot to
collect samples from site

of one person were recove-
red. Forensic experts are now
tasked with the challenge of
identifyingthe victims throu-
gh DNA analysis, which co-
uld take up to seven days. tww

»‘Lacked fire safety..,\P 7

the victims was conducted at
G'TB Hospital.

After receiving an 508§
call, around 12 fire tenders,
cops and crime and forensic
experts rushed to the spot.
Witnesses recounted the ter-
rifving ordeal, describing a
series of explosions that
rocked the area. They repor-
ted seeing oxygen cylinders
propelled into the air as the
fire raged out of control.
Thev heard at least six to sev-
en blasts.

sarika Jain, a resident 1i-
ving in close proximity to the
hospital, was about to enter
her home when an explosion
occurred. The force of the
blast flung her several met-
res, leaving her with injuries.

2 Ll.li::l::»,lr escape,P7

Sitars made in
Bengal village
travel far & wide

'l"he nondescript village
of Dadpur in Uluberia,
in Bengal's Howrah dis-
trict, rises with string melo-
dy and sleeps with it asmost
of its 250-0dd households
are engaged In making
gitars, surbahars and gui-
tars, reports Kamalendu
Bhadra.

Dadpur's instruments
have travelled far and wide,
across the countrv and even
abroad. Many in the village
have shifted from other pro-
fessions to making instru-
ments.

However, most craftsmen
complained that they did not
make enough money in spite
of their full-time engage-
mentand the high market va-
lue of their instruments. P6
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Study: Weight loss drugs up

abdominal paralysis risk

May Necessitate
Surgical Or Med
Intervention

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi; Medicationslike
Wegzovy and Ozempic, effec-
tive for rapid weight reduc-
tion, may come with the risk
of uncommon vet serious
side effects, including ab-
dominal paralysis, a condi-
tion characterised by de-
layed stomach emptving, a
new US study has suggested.

Abdominal paralysis can
cause unintended weight
loss, malnutrition and other
complications that may re-
quire medical or surgical in-
tervention.

The study, results of
which has been published
only in abstract form, found
people who took Wegovy
and Ozempic, also referred
to as GLP-1 agonist drugs,
were 30% more at risk of de-
veloping abdominal paraly-
sis compared to those who
did not. Glucagon-like pep-
tide-1 receptor agonists
(GLP-1RAs), also known as
GLP-1agonists, area class of
medications used to treat
Type 2diabetes and obesity.

The study, presented at a
medical conference — Diges-
tive Disease Week 2024 — in
Washington on Saturday, is
based on an analysis of the
records of more than three
lakh persons with diabetes
and obesity of which 1.65
lakh were prescribed GLP-1
agonists that are known to
slow stomach emptying and

‘
=
=

Wegovy and Ozempic are not legally available in India. Reports

Getty Images

suggest that these drugs are being sourced through the grey market

stimulate insulin produc-
tion among other things.

Dr Prateek Sharma, pro-
fessorof medicineat the Uni-
versity of Kansas, who led
the study, told TOI that ab-
dominal paralysis is a rare
side-effect of these drugs but
given the high usage of
GLP-1 drugs, or weight-loss
drugs as it is commonly re-
ferred to, it's important too
warn people about it. “These
drugs are new and while the
positive effects are well-es-
tablished and talked about,
we are yet todiscover the full
extent of its long-term side-
effects and that's why I feel
people who are taking them
should be careful,” he said.

Wegovy and Ozempic are
notlegally available in India.
However, reports suggest
that these drugs are being
sourced by many through
the grey market at premium.
Recently, a Denmark-based
company called Novo Nor-
disk has launched ‘Ryvbelsus’
which has semaglutide —
the main ingredient of
Ozempic — in tablet form in
India. It has been approved
for diabetes management
but, doctors say, the drug is

also being used ‘off-label’ for
weight loss.

Wegovy and Ozempic
were also initially approved
for diabetes management.
But when reports emerged
that it could help lose 10-15%
welght within a vear, the US
FDA allowed its limited use
in people with obesity as
well. Soon, the drug group
took the world by storm as
people, including celebrities
such as Elon Musk and
Oprah Winfrey, said they
wereusing it.

Dr Anoop Misra, chair-
man, Fortis C-Doc, said Ry-
belsus 1s quite expensive
with one month’s prescrip-
tion amount costing over Rs
10,000, *Given the popularity
of these drugs, it is likely
that we may haveeasy availa-
bility of the drug in near fu-
ture and that too at lesser
costs which is good as these
drugshave proven to be effec-
tive in managing blood sug-
ar, reducing weight, and even
in managing chronic Kidney
disease. But the medical
community as well as the
public needs to be aware of
its side-effects,” he said.

According to Dr Randhir

Sud, chairman of the depart-
ment of digestive and hepa-
tobiliary sciences at Medan-
ta hospital, drugs like Wego-
vy and Ozempic work by
slowing the stomach move-
ment and thus reducing ap-
petite. “Users can feel nau-
sea and vomiting when they
start taking the drug but in
most cases these side-effects
are likely to subside. 1
haven't come across any case
of abdominal paralysis vet
but these are early days of its
usage in India,” he said.

In the US study, Sharma
and his colleagues used a
large database to analyze
healthcare records of over
120 million patients, focus-
ing on those with diabetes
and obesity, They compared
patients taking GLP-1 drugs
to a control group, matching
them by demographics and
health factors.

Over one vear, thev found
that32% of GLP-1usersexpe-
rienced gastrointestinal is-
sues like nausea, GERID, and
stomach paralysis. While
GLP-1 users had more Gl-re-
lated procedures, they had
slightly fewer ER visits and
hospital admissions. This
suggests that while GLP-1
drugs increase GI side ef-
fects, they don't lead to more
severe health crises requir-
ing emergency care or hospi-
talisation, the Kansas Uni-
versity professor said.

“We aren’t saying that
one shouldn’t use them. But
our research clearly under-
scores the need for medical
monitoring of gastro-intesti-
nal side-effects such as ab-
dominal paralysis that can
impact guality of life,” he
added.

In twist of fate, man loses son &

Kanwardeep.Singh
@timesgroup.com

boy loses dad in crash that kills 12

Bareilly: Twelve pilgrims,
including three children,
were killed in Shahjahanpur
when a gravel-laden dumper
truck crashed and overtur-
nedonaparked buscarrying
about 50 people on their way
to Purnagiri temple in Utta-
rakhand on Saturday night.
Theincident sawacouple
of deaths which can best be
described as tragic twists of
fate. A 10-year-old boy sent to
fetch a bottle of water by his
father moments before the
accident, survived while his
dad, still in the bus, was kil-
led. Another passenger and
his wife, havingdinneratthe
restaurant where the bus
had stopped, asked their son
to keep a bag inside the bus.
As the 15-yvear-old was doing
s0, the dumper truck came
hurtling onto the bus, The te-
enager died while his pa-

Mum accident:

‘Doc was drunk
or using phone’

Mumbai: Police investigat-
ing the Sion Hospital acei-
dent, where a 60-vear-old
woman from Mumbra was
killed, suspect Dr Rajesh
Dere, head of forensic med-
lcine at the hospital, was ei-
ther under the influence of
aleohol or using his cell-
phone when he allegedly
ranover her, report Ahmed
Ali & Sumitra Deb Roy.
Police claimed that Dere
misled them by stating that
Rubaida Shaikh was found
unconscious and intimated
the authorities of her death
only after 18 hours. Dere
was produced before Shin-
dewadi court in Dadar and
remanded in judicial custo-
dy. He was later granted bail
for Rs 20,000, Shaikh's son,
Shahnawaz, alleged that
the 18-hour delay was suffi-
cient to eliminate traces of
alcohol from Dere’s system.

Rescue work unewayr aﬂ: a
dumper truck fell on a parked
bus in Shahjahanpur

rents survived.

Yashraj, 10, travelling
with his father Pramod Ku-
mar {30), who passed away in
the accident, recounted to
TOI the sequence of events.
*Our bus had halted at an ea-
tery and my father and I had
dinner together. We then mo-
ved towards the bus but my
father realised we needed a
hottle of drinking water for
the journey. So, he asked me
to get one. Minutes later, a
speeding truck came and

crashed into the bus. All the
passengers, including my
father, were buried under
the truck loaded with sto-
nes,” said Pramod.

Providing details about
the casualties, S5P Ashok
Kumar Meena said, “Eleven
pilgrims were killed on the
spot and one died at Shahja-
hanpur hospital. Nine peo-
ple were injured. The bus
was parked next to a roadsi-
de eatery on the Gola state
highway in Khuthar where
passengers were having din-
ner. Around 11.10pm, a spee-
ding dumper from the oppo-
sitedirectionfirsthitthe bus
and then overturned. Cra-
nes were used in the rescue
operation which lasted for
nearly five hours.”

The SSP added: “An FIR
has been registered against
the truck driver under IPC
sections 304 (culpable homi-
cide) and 269 (rash driving).
Heisabsconding.”

‘Excise dept seals club

near Porshe crash spot

Times News NETWORK

Pune: Excise officials on
Saturday sealed a Pune pub
in front of which a 17-year-
old driving a Porsche Tay-
can hit and killed two bike-
bornetechies on May 19. The
officials said the pub, Ballr,
had violated licence norms
and served liguor without
verifying customers’ age.

When the excise sleuths
walked into the pub in Ka-
lyani Nagar around 11.45pm,
nearly 500 patrons were en-
joving drinks and dance.
Amid jeers, the officials told
the DJ to stop the music and
directed the patrons to clear
out. Minutes later, the pub
was sealed.

“We registered a case
againstthe pubThursday af-
ter we found internal chang-
es on the premises and the
register was not maintained

as per its FL-III (liguor) li-
cence. The pub was also sell-
ing liquor to guests without
verifving theage,” excise su-
perintendent Charan Singh
Rajput told TOL

AccordingtoRajput,are-
port on the violations was
prepared and submitted to
the collector’s office. “On
Saturday, the collector is-
sued an order to seal Ballr,”
Rajput said.

Ballr brand owner He-
ramb Shelke claimed they
had already submitted pa-
pers and footage to the ex-
cise department. “Action
has been taken against 71
such establishments in the
city” Shelke said. Moments
after the sealing, a TOI re-
porter saw disappointed
voungsters cursing last
week's crash and the minor
who caused it for spoiling
theirfun.

Army defuses 3
|[EDs near dam
in Manipur

Guwahati: The Army de-
fused 3 powerful IEDs near
Maphou dam in [mphal
Easton Saturday, avertinga
major loss of life and prop-
erty, reports Mukut Das.

Security forces found
the IEDs — 2 weighing 2kg
and one Skg — planted on a
road connecting Nongdam
Tangkhul and Etham
Tangkhul villages during
routine area domination.

“Army columns swiftly
cordoned off the area be-
fore the bomb disposal
squad arrived,” Army spo-
kesperson Lt Col Amit
Shukla said on Sunday
Electronic detonators were
also found alongside the
IEDs. The incident comes
less than a week after nine
militants of two banned
outfits — Kangleipak Com-
munist Party (Taibangan-
ba) and Revolutionary Peo-
ple’s Front (RPF)/People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) —
were arrested.

Govt: Block
incoming int’l
spoofed calls

New Delhi: To tackle cyber
criminals, govt hasdirected
telecom operators to block
all incoming inmternational
spoofed callsthatdisplay In-
dian mobile numbers.

The Department of Tele-
com said fraudsters were
making spoofed calls dis-
playing Indian mobile num-
bers and committing cyber-
crime and financial fraud.

Such calls appear to be
originating within India
but are being made by cy-
bercriminals from abroad.

“DoT and Telecom Ser-
vice Providers have devised
a system to identify and
block such international
spoofed calls from reaching
any Indian telecom subscrib-
er Now directions have been
issued to the TSPs for block-
ing such incoming interna-
tional spoofed calls,” an offi-
cial statement said. tuw

19 students from Kyrgyzstan : 2 SAF personnel die after drinking
. beer in MP, poisoning suspected

back home after 4-day journey

Ujjain/Barwani/Khar-
gone:; After amarathon four-
day journey spanning three
countries to flee violence in
Kyrgyzstan, & yvouths from
MPE amonga group of 19 Indi-
an medical students, finally
arrived safely home on Sun-
day, reports Brijesh Par-
mar & Animesh Jain .
RaviSarathe, Vivek Shar-
ma and Rohit Panchal from
Ujjain, Chetan Malviva from
Barwani, and Kushagra
Sawaner from Khargone are
now worried for their
friends back in Bishkek, es-

pecially those living in rent-
ed apartments as they have
no securitv. Sawaner said he
could return home only with
the helpof the Indian embas-
sy. Chetan had issued a video
a few days earlier, pleading
with Indian govt and MP CM
Mohan Yadav to evacuate
them.

“We chose to go to Ka-
zakhstan to escape the vio-
lencein Kyrgyzstan. Thevid-
e0os on social media were
frightening and we were ex-
tremely worried for our safe-
tyv," said Vivek Sharma.

Bhopal: Two Special Armed
Force personnel died on Sun-
day from suspected poison-
ing after drinking beer on
Saturday in MP’s Chhindwa-
ra. The deceased, head con-
stable Dhaniram Uike, 55,
was off duty, and constable
Premlal Kakodia, 54, was
guarding the bungalow of
the SAF unit commander
from 8pm to midnight,

“Two beer cans, two
glasses, and a packet con-
taining some powder were
found in Dhaniram’'s scooter
Premlal, in his dyving decla-

ration, said Dhaniram had
brought the beer around
9pm. and they both drank
outside the bungalow. There
was no third person there,”
Chhindwara SP Manish
Khatritold TOL

“Whether one of them
mixed some poisonous sub-
stance, or they did it mutual-
lv. or some other chemical
caused their death will be
clear after investigation. We
have collected all the sam-
ples, including stomach
wash, for the forensic test,”
the SPsaid. mwn




