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OPINION
WILL KSA-IRAN TIES
BE AFFECTED BY
RAISI'S DEMISE?

By Hossan Almustofo
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MIDDLE EAST WAR

[srael rolls
tanks into

the heart
of Rafah

Three states recognize Palestine

Arab Mews . scrias

Isracl tanks rodled into the
heart of Rafah in southern
Giaza in Tuesday as three
European states formally
recognized Falestine as

a state, further solating
Isracl on the world stage.

In an evacisanon tent Camp wes
of Rafah, Israeli shelling killed af
tcast 21 Palestinians, 12 of them
women. The attack in Al-Mawasi
ook place in an area Israel had
thesignated a humanitarian zone
and urged civilians in Rafah to
mave there.

In cepiral Rafah, Israell tanlks
and armored vehicles mounted
with machineguns approached
Al-Awda mosgue, a city
landmark. Witnesses said the
vehickes appeared to be remotely
operated and there was no sign
of troops inor near them,

International  opposidon 1o
Israel's three-week Rafah offen-
sive had carlier turned to outrage
after an attack on Sunday set off
a blaze in a tent camp in the Tel
Al-Sultan area of the city, killing
al le=ast 45 peogle,

Residents saod Tel Al-Sultan
was still being bombarded on
Tuesday. "Tank shells are falling
everywherns Many l[amilies have
fled thoir houses I westemrn

1 heBrief

"PILGRIMS" HEALTH

A health awareness campalgn
for Haji pilerims has been
launched. The topics covered in-
clude heat exhaustion, dehydra-
tion and food poisoning. P4

~ SAUDI MEDICS

A 22-member medical team
from Sauch Arabia 1% i Indonesia
to train doctors i advanoed
cardiae procedares. P8

GULF SECTOR

The value of the healthcare
sector in the Gull Cooperation
region ks projected to reach
%135 hillion by 2027. PT

Hafah under fire throughout the
nieht ™ one said.

Meanwhile Israel reacted with
anger after Spain, Ireland and
Norway officially recosnized a
Palestinian =tate on Tuesday, It
means 146 of the 193 member
siates of the UN now recognize
Palestine.

“It's the only way of advancing
torwsrd wlsal everyone pecognizes
as the only possible solution Lo
achicve a peaceful future, ome: of a
Pabestinkan state that Hves gside by

NUMBER

36,096

Palestinlans have baen killed
in Israsl's offensive on Gaza.

sidde with tee Isracdh state in peace
arid  security”  Spanish Prime
Minl=ier Pedim Samches saded. Trish
Prime Mindster Simon Harris sd
the: aim of the move was (o “keep
the miracle of peace alive”

Israeli Foreizn Minister lsrael
Ratz described the recogniiion
as a victory for Hamas, and Israel
recallesd s ambassadors  from
Madrid, Dublin and Cslo,
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hing chairs Cabinet meeting afler recovery

King Salman headed a Cabinet meeting on Tuesday after he underwent medical treatment for
lung inflammation. He chaired the meeting via video link alongside Crown Prince Mohammed
hin Salman. The king thanked the Saudi people for their wishes and pravers for his health.

-
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MATION IN TURMOIL

New Lebanon drive to send Syrians home

Beirut defies EU warning of 'no safe, voluntary, and dignified return’

Mnjin Houssari .

Lebanon on Tuesday  stepped
up iks push to repatnate Synan
refugees despite 1 warning from
the EU that there was “no safe,
voluntary, and dignified returm.”

A  new  Lebanese Cabinet
committes led by Deputy Prime
Minister Saadeh  Al-Shama  wall
negotiate directly on the issue with
the Assad regrme in Damascus.

Freme Minister MNajib Mikati

sl Lebanon had a “clear and
specific action plan™ amnd wanbed
sife areias to be found in Syria
=0 the retum process could get
underway as soon as possthle,

He urged ministers from other
countries hosting Syrian refugees,
e hading Jordan, Trac, and Egvid,
1o agree on a plan o communicate
with the Syrian government and
“support early recovery in Syria”

There are at least 2 mdllion
Syvrian refugees in Lebanon, and

FILLING A GAPFP'

fostility towvard them is growing.
Hate speech has escalated and
Ly e work restnetions.
Lebanese security foroes have
been evicting Syrian  families
from illegal settbements in Mount
Lebamon and the north, and
abourt 1,000 Svrians in Eouliha in
the Batroun regon were evicted
on Twesday on orders from Raamei
Nohra, the local governor,
International donors pledoed
nearly $3 hillion on Monday to

help Syrian refugees, but EL
forelgn policy chiel Josep Borrel
rejected repatriation

“There 15 no safe, voluntary,
and dignified return for refugees
Lo Syria at present,” he said.

“Valuntary return must  be
viduntary; refugees should not
e coefoed, The situabion in
Syria today 15 more penilous than
a year ago.”

Spotlight -0

Hunt for young Saudis with stars in their eyes

Training program to provide skills they need to work in Ringdom's growing ilm industry

Jasmine Bager (oo

A home-grown Saudi company
15 framing hundreds of young
people in the skills they need to
work in the Kingdoms growing
film industry.

Studio Production Training.
run by the Saudi ilm producer
Hajar Al-Naim, identifies " below-
the-line” talent — the cinema-
tographers, sound technbcians,
editors  and  specialists In
makeup, halr and wardrobe
who play vital roles in making a

| moyie,
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Saudi producer Hajar Al-Naim sees the film sector as
a thriving hub to continue telling Saudi stories, Supplicd

The company s Arst collabora-
tion was with streaming giant
Netflix, and trained profes-
stonals from its program ended
up on Netflix series. About 300
frainees ave come through the
s e

“We're fllimg a gap In the
mdustry where we can take all
the participants who want to join
the flm industry and take them
through  our roam
education info job placements.”
Al-Naim told Arab News,

“We work to bulld a bridge
between young talents  and

ECOSYRIET)

expert fitmmakers to develop the
industry. We are the first of s
Kiml in the Kingdoon and I'm so
glad that we're making history”

Detalled report Foge ©
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| met with Spain’s Minister of Economy, Commerce
and Business Carlos Coerpo and we allirmed our
aspiration to strengthen commercial and economic
cooperation between our couniries,
Princoss Halfa Al-Mogrin
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Sculpting workshop

This workshop by Passion Arl
Center will introduce vou to the
tools and technigues involved in
seulpting and teach vou how to
ghape, hake, and glaze clay, Join
thraugh the Halla Yalla app.

Dhahran

Play Hub

Experience Saudl gaming cul-
ture with your friends and fam-
ily at Ithra's Children’s Musewm.
ook through the Ithra app.

anci Minksger of Economyy and
Planniig Faisal Al-Thrahim mel An-
chreas Kug), the scientific director of
the Austrian Institute of Techmol:
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THE FICTURES THAT

oy, charing a visit to Vienna on Toesday,
Tha= parties discussed Miture areas

of collaboration and recent develop-

ments in the technology industry, the

MARK THE DAY

Economy Ministry reported on X,

Saudi Arablae Ambassador to Austr
Dr, Abdullah Tawlah was also present
at the meeting.

l i ; Il 1"'[ HTI"E‘I]dng Todays fof topics explained by Nada Jan

Nola Park

Haals a tour at the beautiful Nofa
Wildlife Park, where vou can see
animals up close from the safety
of a caged jeep. More detalls are
available on the Hala Yalla apg.

ol May 2B,

Dhahran

siges they sent her,

Water Challenge

The lthra Water Challenge is
back as summer is only a few
weeks away, Enjoy fun water-
haszed challenges and activitbes
— and a special surprise (o end
vour day. The event runs until
May 3L

“It"s my barthday! Thanks Mum
and Dead ... yvou're the best! Thanks
brother and sister. Also, the best! And
thanks for all the beantiinl messapes
from around the world, T love youl™
she wrote in the caplion. Fans of the
"Padam Fadam” singer nushed to X 1o
wish her a lovely S6th birthday.

S6TH BIRTHDAY

hylie Minogue

Famed Australian singer
Byl Minogue turmed 56

The singer Look to Insta-
gram and X to celebrate her birthday
with her fans, and shared a post in
which she thanked her parents and
siblings for being “the best.”

She alao thanked all her fans and
Fodbowers for the loving hirthday mes-

'‘DOING GREAT

Mike Tyson

Former world heavyweight
boxing chompion Mike
Ty=son had a health scare on
a flight from Miami to Los
Angeles earlier this week

Acoording to the 57-year-old’s rep-
resentatives, Tyson wias tended 1o by
paramedics alter his dleer Bared up
causing him to become drowsy and
nauscous st half an hour before land
inE in LA

“Thankfully Mr. Tyson 15 dalng greai

that were there to help hiom,”™ the
represcentatives said m o state-
nent.

soane median outlets reported
that Tvson's medical emerzen
ey was the reason behind the
Hight s delaved departure, bt
liks represeniatives dended the

« e is appreciative to the medical stal?

rumars, bscause he was already on the
plane when the medical issue occurred.

“It's false reporting that his medical
attention caused the Right delay”™ they
said in the statement. " This two-hour
delay was due to an air conditioning
issaae an the airerall”

Ty=tn is currently preparing for his
first refurn to the ring in years, He told
“The Damon Elliot Show™ in April that
he had stopped smoking in order (o ged
healthier,

He will be fighting against the
viogper-turmed-boxer Jake Paol,
27, who started his boxing

career in 2018,

The long-awaited fight will
{ take place at ATET Stadium
in Arlington, Texas, and will
e atred on Netflix on July
al, 3024,

Todgys
Number

960k

Rivadh Municipalliy nurser-
b produced around S60,000
planis for cultivation through-
out the capital during the first
quarter of 2024 as part of
efforts to improve the landscape
and redice pollution amnd carbon
ermissions in line with Saudi
Green Initiative, the Saudi Press
Agency reporied

WhosWho

Mansour
Al-Babrain

ansour Al-Babtam is

the vice president of

CUEm ||I.|'|1:'|:l| R o

ships and Haison at
the Waorld Defense Show,

A former fighier pilot,
Al-Bablam has extensive expes-
ence working with high-level
government Agures and private-
secior leaders

He pained the WDS in April 2021,
His curment rode is W0 overses Uie
sabes, sponsorship and customer
expericnoe divisions, in addition
o maintaining his laison respon-
gibiilities with Saudi povertiment
entities including the General
Authonty for Military Industries
and imternational delegstions.

The department links WDS
business owners with the
appropriate government entities,
ensures the security of the
location and peaple prior to,
during and following the shoaw,
and manages WS commuitiees,

From the initial show
license to security support,
Al-Babtain effectively manages
the challenges of ensuring the
smooth entry and exit of military
suppdies, technodogy, and
personnel.

Having graduated from King
Faisal Air Academy, he served
12 yvears in the Royal Saudi Air
Force &8 a Aghter pilot, sguadron
beader and tactical intellipence
officer belore moving (o the
Ministry of Defense and later to
several government entithes

1ieRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® i Eid Exhabntion showcases
everything yvou need for Eid
Al-Adha. The event features
Family-friendly goods, gift items,
Arabic Tood, toys, and games,
combining a consumer show
with a traditional celebration. It
will take place ot the Abu PHak
Mational Exhibition Centre's Hall

+ from ALY S0 10 June 16 More
chedakl= om adnecae,

® Discover the fascinating workd
of spicher silk at the Golden
Spider Silk exhibdtion, which
expbores the mre material pro-
duced by Madagascar's indige-
mons godcen orfb-weaver spiders.
Hedd at the Museum of I=lamic
Art in Doha, Gatar, the exhibition

will run until July 6, Check mia
cirg.cga For more information,

® Enjoy the ultimate virtual reality
gaming cxpericnce at Eva Bahrain,
Manama, and get transported to
massTveE areres where vou will
fice aofl against other players in
cpic battbes. The experience will
run until July 3. For tickets and
more details, visil calendar.bh

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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President von der Leyven has put her desire
to eurh the How of refugees before the
EL's abligations to protect refugees,

yn Majraub

Wiocha £ ant andl Saca Ty AXTEE chapsTy
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Since the EU announced a
€1 hillion (51087 billion) aid
package to assist Syrians
In Lebanon, in exchange
for Lebanese anthoritles
agreeing to curb the flow
of migrants to Enrope,
hostility toward the Syrian
community in Lehanon
has, by most aceounts,
continued to rise.

Eartier thiz month, Ursula von der
Leven, president of the Exropean
Commission, announced that the
EXf would albocate a substantial
packape of ald o crisis-mcked
Lebanon for the 2024-27 perod
to help it cope with its substantial
refugee popalation

Of this amount, €736 million
wotikd be allocated o supporting
refugees, while Ch¢ million
would o toward training the
Ledanese armed losces o tackle
Ikl mgration o Eumope

Yon der Leven said the akd
would bolster border manage-
mend, assist reform to the banking
secior, and support hasle services
fen B el vidlneralse commu-
mities, including refupees, amid
a crippling econemic crisis in
Lebanosy and a surge m  the
mumber of rregular boat armivals
in Cyprus from Lebanon

The anmoncement carne after
Cyvpris, an EU membser

vioiced] concern about the mumbser
of migrant boats amiving on its
shores [ast month. The majority
were  Syrians amving  from
Ledaanog.

This sharp mcrease in arrivals
prompded the Cyprnod govern-
meend in mid-Aprl] 1o sespend the
processimg of asylum  apgeica-
tions from Synans. Nicosia also
called onits EU partners o step up
efforts toakd Leharorn,

Howwvewver, voir  der  Levens
anmouncement appears o have
embolemsd  Lebanese  author-
tics to step up their crackdown
on Syrians, human righis mondtor
Amnesty  International said on
Mloruday,

Within a week of the announce-
mend, on hMay 8, Lebanons General
Security announced o
clampdown on Symans, hurther
tightening work and residency
restrictions and rampins up raids,
evictions, arrests and deportations.

Maore than 400 refogees wene
repatratedd (o Symia on May 14,
acoonding to Amnesty  Interma-
tional. which, alonpside other
righits  bodies, concluoded that
“Saria remadns unsafe for retum,
and refusees are at risk of human
richis violations.”

“Once agaln, President van der
Leven has pul ber desire 1o curb
the How of refugecs at any cost into
Europe before the EU's obligntions
b protect refugees flecing condlict
or  persecution” Ava  Majzoul,
Amnesty [nfemabonals  deputy
director for the Middle East and
MNorth Africa, said in a statement.

“This appears o have

sl

THS

wrt.oe. =il

ARAB NEWS Wednesday, May 28, 2024

potlight

ESEARCH
&STUDIES

THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

MIDDLE EAST

Commitment or convenience?

EU aid in exchange for restricting refugees flows may make it harder for Syrians in Lebanon to overcome hostility

Di=piaced Syrians in Lebanon, main, are In a position where they have to pick beteeen two ugly options: $toying In Lebanon or godng back to Syra. A5 F fie

embobilered  Lelanese  authort-
ex 0 mitensdy teer  mathbess
campaign targeting refugeess with
hatefal disoourse, fosced depor-
[atiods, and stitling measurs on
resicdency and labor”

Lebanon &= home to about 15
million %vrian refupees.  Anti-
sytlan sentiment i the country

his mtensthed simce e onse ol

the inancial crises 2008, pueshing
S0 perceni of the Lebanese
popudation belosw the poverty line.
The  hostility  amd  suspd-

ciogy, stoked by the rhetoric of

seriior politicians, boiled over in
md-Apeil when a senior Lebanese
Foqres  oflicial
abducted and klled In a Synan
arca near the Lebanese border,
Lebanese mobs indiscriminately
attacked Syrians and  vandal-
] thelr properties, while local
authorites amd  sell-appombed
cormmunity groups evictod many

Wwils 11_']H||11'r||-_|-'

EU racantly
announcoed x
Clbn ald package
for Lebamon,
far sight, In
exchange fos
Belrut agreebng
te curk the flow
of migrants,
right, to Europe.
APCSAFP i

INNUMBERS

1/3

Labanese cltizens in five
governorates who were
il.rinﬂ in poverty i 2022,

O%

Syrians in Labanon who
were living balow the
poverty fine in 2022,

2000

Syrians who arrived in Cyprus by
gea in the first quarter of 2024,

fircorm thedr hormes amd businesses,

The EU-Lebamnon deal aogurs
ooty for acceptance of displaced
syrian refugess, rphts proups say,

Wadih Al-Asmar, president of
the Lebanese Center for Human
Right=, told Arab News he has
mever withessed “this amount of
PIessaire an SyTrian |1'|'|:|p|-1-':-. i
Lebanon, where all the sectry
sETVICES are participatmg,”

He befieves the hostility towanrd
syrians is “"purely for electoral
rexsons” and that von der Leyen
beas “oipenved a Panddora's box in the
region, especially in Lebanon”

Syrian refugees are among the
most  vilnerable  communities
in Lebanon, with the magonty
umiahle e afford hasic essentials
anil more than half of houscholds
fiving in sheliers that are either
II-'I.'I‘I1'|1I'|'|I|I:'I| Ll |y |I-I‘|II'|||' I1Iil|_i|:||l.||:|l.
stamlards [owr habxtabahity,
according to UN agencics.

Haram Shanr, a sendor fellow
at the New Lines Institute, sabd
displaced Syrians in Lebanon “are
always in a position where they
have 1o pick between two ugly
opdions: Staying in Lebanon
o goang back o Sy,

"It's Ehe balamce
between the usliness of
these two factors  that
determines whether they
chescacle oy sty 1 Lebanon
o po back to Syna” he
todd Arab News.

Uil mow, the mext

oplion  for  Syvrians
cowand travel Lo a third country
— ideally an EUV membsr stale
Howwever, since Cyvprus sfogiped
processing: Svian melugee appli-
cations, opbons have narmowed
further.

“The opticn 0 keave Lebanon
and go o Europe has also been
made miich, much harder because
its much more diffscalt to go to
Grecoe fom Lehanon mstead of
golng to Cyprus, which i much,
manech closer” Shaar saikd.

Cyprus is a mere 185 km from
Lebanon — taking about 10 hours
i redch by boat, Move than 2000
Svrians arrived by sea in the firs
quarier of 2024, Whether the
new EL fundimge for Lehanon will
rediuce those numbers remains to
b st

Shaar said the money alloculed
o support Symans m Lebanon
i “rolatively small”  Further
IOE, routine

Fisrsi] AR

owing to the

misapgropriation of funding by
Lebanese authorbes, little s hikely
to reach those most in necd.

“Ifvouthinkofthe 3RP{Regional
Refugee and HResdlience  Pan)
which is the main UN-sponsoned
plan for helping Lebanon  cope
with the Syman refugee orisis,
the sums that Lebanon has been
receiving per year are acially
higher than the amount that the
EL! has anmounced — if vou loolk ai
the elements relating specifically
Lo SyTEans” e salcl,

“"Unfortunately, m light of
aid diversion, which s the case
in Lebanon, in Syria — in miost
corrupt | countrées o varying
etends — Hitke of thal amount will
actually fimcl ibs way 1o SyTans

“Howewer, 1 think part of those
amounts is weently needed,
egpecially in the flebd of educs-
tion andd the support toward the
UNHCH"

Co-ledd by the UN  Hefuzee
Agency and the TN Developmmen
Programie, the 3RF provides a
platform {or humanitanan  and
cievelopment partners (o respond
i the Syrian crisis at the regional
anl host country level.

The: SRP estimated in this year’s
Regional  Stmtegic Overview
report that Lebamon, the country
with the highest proportion of
refugees n the workd relative Loits
population, will need $2.7 billion
in fimarcial ad to meet houmani-
Lartan needs in 2024

Last vear, Lebanon mceived
SLE bidhon, representing a mere
3l percent of the reguired 359
hillion, according to the same
report. Al-Asmar of the Lebanese
Center for Human Rights believes
the latest EU aad package will
have “more negative then positive
ellect on Lebanon,”

Cm the one hand, he sad, the
€] hilliom "is not new money
this was the support that was
planmed for the next four years”
It was primarly a “marketing
or packagmg  announcement;”
he sapd. On the other hand,
“this support, instead of being
welcomed by Lebanese  politi-
clans, was samehow 3 T
io initiate one of the bigzes
fate campalgns against Symian
e ees”

Bather than shouldenng the
responsibdlity  for the country’s
predicament, including the
ongndng fmancial erigis, Lebanese
polliicians  are  Instead  making
scapegoals of the Symamns, he sl

“€1 hallon for Lebanon over
four years means €250 milkion
per year” which “is nothing”
especially when considening the
“number of refugees we have in
Lehamon.”

Article 3 of the UN Convern-
Hon agmunst Torbure strpodates
that "m0 state party shall
expel, retum  {(“refouler™)
or extradite a person o
ot her <ate where there
are  substantal  grounds

for beleving that he
wollld be in danger of being
suibgeched to ot une"
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Field tours by haalth personnel target places frequaented by Hall pligrims, including hatels in Madinak, 54

LIFETIME JOURNEY

Health awareness
campaign educates

Hajj pilgrims

Indonesian doctor joins efforts to ensure pilgrim well-being

Armb Mawa Hyacih

A health awareness
campalgn in several
languages has been
launched by the
Madinah Health Cluster

lor Hajj pllgrims, the
Saudi Press Agency

reported on Tuesday.

The campaign is being run in
coordination with the Ministry of
Hajj and Umrah and the Madinah
Development Authority,

Thee indtiative invodves 97 smart
display  screens  al  lecabions
including Prince Moharmmad Bin
Abdulaziz International Airport,
the Haramain High Spoed
Haibway station, shutile buses,
pilgrim reception centers, malls
and the health cluster’s factlithes

It also uses varlous media
and social platforms to publish
posis in English. French, Undo,
Persian and Arabic. Field tours
by  health personnel Garget
places Mrequented by pllgrims,
including hotels.

Messapes cover sswes such as

HIGHLIGHT

All Haj] campaigns have &
medical team with doctors,
nurses and technicians who
monitor pilgrims’ health, Hajj
this year is expected to start
an June 14 and and on June 19,

the: dangers of direct sun exposun:,
heat  exhaustion, dehydration,
food poisoning, first akd, personal
hvegtene and other health topics.
Meanwhile, Indonesin Dr.
Indah Melina, a beneficiary of
the Makkah Route Initiative,

Indonasixn Dr.

Inidah Makna,

u boneficlhuy
of the Makksh

Route Inldative,
Is ralsing
Lwarafras
asrveang Hig|
pligrims about
the importanos
of malvtodndng

Food heakth.
S

I ralsing  awaremnsss  Amone

pilgrims about the importance of

maintaming good health,

Al Surabava alrport, she walked
among other beneficianes of the
imfiative, sharimeg health tips with
Indonesian pilgrims.

“1 was thrilked to be selected as
part of the medical team for the
Hali season. Tt has always been
my dream o serve Indonesian
pilgrims and ensure their safety.”

Melina highlights the need
for pilevims to carry identifica-
tion cards and acknowledges the
efforts of the Kingdom's authori-
tes to ensure health security,

INNOVATION

Rawin incubator program looks
lo empower Saudi culinary lalents

Armb Mews Ry

The Culinary Arts Authority
15 hosting  the fourth Kawin
incubator program rom June
Il to Aug 15 The imtiative
aims to boost culinary skills by
supporting talented chefs and
entrepreneurs in the food and
beverage seclor, the Sandi Press
Agency reported on Tuesdav,
The incubator consists of three
main programs. The first is the

Rawin Culinary Arts Incubator,
featuring six courses. Each
course starts with a three-day
virtual competition for S0 pariic-
ipants, followed by a two-month,
In-person incubation phase for
40 projects, concluding with the
eraduation of 120 projects.
Parthcipants must be Saodl
nationals — aged 18 or above
— and passionate abouat the
culinary arts and able to attend
the entire program. They muost

also have an innovative recipe
or product.

Rawin, which means create,
alms o rakse standardz in the
ciliniry  sector by nurunng
stariups with innovative
concepts, fostering a supportive
entrepreneurial environment.

It alms o empower both male
aridd Female entrepreneirs in the
cilinary arts while enhancing
the Kingdom's global reputation
1 Eastronomy
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@® KSA makes significant

strides in protecting
digital infrastructure

DR. BADER BIN SAUD

racent study revealad that Saudi

SoMmpanias ans inl.-ugr.:.‘l;inﬂ; artificial

intelligence technologies into thedr

eyberdefenses after incidents

af mlactronic |'|!||:|I-I:Ir'|E. costing
an estimated $588,000 in losses in 2023,
according to American company Cisco. While
thia figure may seem small, global hacking kosses
reached $3 trilon In 2015 and are projected to
soar to $10.5 trillion this year and next.

Cybersecurity threats in Sawdi Arabia

primarily involve phishing, ransomware, and
social engineering. Hackers are employing

advanced technigues such as

ChatGPT, machina lsaming, and

automation, as evidenced by

tha developmeant of a variant of

the 2018 malware Infostealar,

facibtated by ChatGPT, according

to cybersecurity company
Chock Point

Saudi Arabla's Natlonal
Cybersecurity Authaority and its

partners have made significant

& @
The best solution is to
establish specialized
cybersecurity lorces
al the national level,

using a combination
of intellect and muscle

o track dovwn hackers
andl fortify systems,

strides in protecting the Kingdom's

digital infrastructure, refiected in its high
ranking In the Waorld Bank's digital maturity
index, rsing from 46th in 2017 to second

in 2023.

A correlation exists between reducead
oorruption and digital transformation, with
the least corrupt countries like Denmark,
Finland and New Zealand leading in digital
transformation. Conversaly, the most
corrupt nations, such as Chad, Afghanistan
and Haitl, lag in digital adoption. Electronic
transactions offar Er-ual:ur :u:urir:lr aﬁln:t
tampering compared to paper-based

systerms, but any disruption can result in
substantial finanacial losses,
According to local statistics in 2023, more

than 4% million government transactions
are conducted monthly through the Nafath

platform in the Kingdom. There are over 430
applications and platforms linked to it, posing
a challenge. If one of them is breached by
eybarcriminals, they can access sansitive and
mpartant information and data.

The consequences of a major cyberattack
on Saudi Arabia could be devastating. In 2022,
Costa Rica declared a state of emergency

after a oyberattack crippled a
range of governmant services
and caused millions of doliars in
BGOMOMEG |ossas,

As we approach the Haljj

season, the Hajj processes are
largely dependent on digital
systems. Disrupting them could
lead to opearational chaos,
airport congestion, problams
with pilgrim movement, and
data leaks of citizens, residents,

and forelgn pilgrims. The best sclution is to
astablish apaclalized cybersacurity forces
at the national level, using a sombination of

intellect and muscle to track down hackers

and fortlfy systems, in addition to enacting
bagkslation to ariminalize oybarcrime and treat

offenders as corrupters on Earth, on par with

highwaymen and drug smugglers, and punish
thern accordingly.

O, Bader B0 Sdisd g o CofurreesT Tor Al- Rl i g il O iaieths
] Enaisips mara e e e, and thes foemess depaty
porrarpncsr of e Specnd Forpes for Haj and Umeph o Sausd Arabds
Far full version. kg on to www ambnews comSthaspacs
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Marcotics bust

sSaundi authorities
seire 4.7m
Captagon pills

AL Marwan Al-Hazmi,
spokesperson for Ui Saudi
General Directorate of
Marcotics Controf, anmounced
that authorities seized over .7
mdllion Captagon tablets hidden
i a shipment of concrete
hlocks, the Saadi Press Agency
reported on Tucsday.

The shipments recipients,
a Yermend resbdeast and &
displaced expatrate, were
arvested in the Rivadh region,
acoording 1o SPA,

T stispects have heen
referred Lo the Public
Prose cution and initial legal
procedures have been taken
against them. AN Riyadh

(= |
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Border control

Recraiters to Mnee
heavy fines for
visa violations

Thwe Cregperal] Dharectorate of
Frldic Securily announced
that recruiters who postpone
reporting the departures of
emplovees as soon as their entry
vigas expire will be subject
1o & [ine ol aboit SIRS0,0400
115,300, impnsonment for
up o six months, and
deportation of recruiices If
they are expatriates,

The directorate called for
reporting residency, work amd
Border security regulation
vinkations by cialing the
nurmbers (911 in Makkah,
Hivach and the Eastern
Frovince, and (8849} in the rest
of thwe Kingdom. AN Riyadh

Bl Pl ol uidas  Eardy

e
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Arab League meeting
Experts to discuss

AL intellectual
property

TateHecoeal progerty and
artificial intellipence will be
discussed al a regional meeting
of the Arab League's Intellectual
Property and Competitivemness
Diepar et on Wednesday,

The virtual gathering will
inelwde experts from Uhe
World Intellectual Property
Organization and governmental
intellectual property offices
from several Arab nations.

Key topics on the agenda
are optimizing ntellecoual
property frameworks for Al
development, the mpact of Al
oI pateniing processes, and
legislative efforts 1o address
legal challenges. AN Rigadh

. Fallow Arab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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CHANGEMAKER

Going above and beyond: Hajar
Al-Naim on shepherding local film talent

Saudi producer’s training company nurtures below-the-line creatives

dasmire Bager D0siran

It has been a busy month
for Hajar Al-Nalm, a Saudi
film producer paving

Lhe way for creatives by
bullding a road map lor
the region’s hurgeoning
film Industry.

Her company, Studio Production
Training, recently made its third
appearance at the 7Tth Cannes
Infernational Film Festival in
France, taking its Saudi-centric
rccke] 1o new heights,

Alter earning  her  master's
degree from Loyoda Marymound
University in the US, Al-Naim
returned to hber homeland (o
balld the infrastructure that
bgdeling bocal and inlernational
Almmakers previously lacked
in the Kingdom,

Her company, launched in
2021, connects himmakers with
qualificd below-the-line (ETL)
talent, the support and Alm
crew teams working behind the
seerses o productions Cinema-
tographers, sound technicians,
edditors  and  specialists
in makeup, hair and
wardrobes play a vital
rale in film. High-level
creative mles, such as
sereenwriters,  directors
and producers as well
as the principal cast are
known as above-the-
lime talent.

At SFT, which is
heaxdouartered kr
Rivadh,  Al-Naim'
custom Program
provides  training,
mentoring, produc-
Fbm resoirTes
and  access to
networks  within
{ite Inchustry.
"Were onm a
mission o cults-
vate a robuost
infrastructure

BEYOND BARRIERS

>

With ample
appartunities
apaning for

Supplied

af BTL talent in Saudi Arahia”®
Al-aim told Arab News,

=The main goal of the fumd is
o imspire amnd attract the new
generation o join the held of
flmmaking, and we will work
to train and develop them
through our partmerships and
initiatives” Al-Maim said. "We

seek to celebrate the volces of

professionals in this  secior,
and we work (o buikd a bricge
betweern young talents and
cxpert filmmakers to develop
the industry and enhance the
‘ Interaction between  them,
| and bring them amdd their
| wark to the world.

“We are the Tirst of fts kind
m 1he Kingdom and I'm
| 50 glad thalt we're making

history, starting from our
| training program that we're

doing with the Cultural

Fund,” she added.

"We're filling in the gap in
the industry where we can
| take all the participants who
want 1o join the film industry
| and take them throush our
| peosystem from education

i into job placements.”

] The short courses Al-Nadm

| curates with experis in the

:ﬁ.:m are held in Riyadh.

|t-'u::-m there, SPT recruits

oo

working professionals to bring  Studlo
them om to film sets. Al-Naim said — Production
that professionals of all stripes Training
can find a niche in the industry, training,

"We  want  people  from mentoring.
different  indusiries o realize  production
that they can use their skills in ~ feSoUrces
the film industry. The interior 20e Poeees e
designers, the fashion designers, e Sauell film
acoountants, project NEADAEZeTs  industry.

. they can use their educa-
tion and their degree and pat it
toward the induastry,” she added.

The training programs are
meant to be intense, Her team
curates epch course — which
usually lasts two to five davs
— with an instructor, focusing
on  three pillars: Bnowledge,
miinaset and safety,

“We're trving to apply a high- @8
caliber, world-class kind of We wani
training, becanse we want those Je
international productions, when F'I‘E i
they come (o the region, o not
have to bring their whole crew different
to Saudi Arabia. They use pur  Industries
rew ™ she added, o realize

In May, the Saudi Film Festival — that they
returned to the King Abdulaziz  ¢canuse
Center for Waorld Culture, or  thelr skills
Ihra, In Dhahran,  Al-Naims in the Glm
company olfered  prizes (o -
spectic filmmakers, all of whom l:ﬂ:l:lt_::m
were nominated for the Saudi g5 0000
Film Festival awards, fromm a 2 procuces

fund of SREGO OO0 (82406 G600

Aside from her CEO duties at
SPT, Al-Maim s also a founding
member of the Sawdi  Film
Council, which launched in
2018, and the founder and chair-
woman of Her Films, a Saodi
nonprofit  dedicated 1o the
elevation and empowerment of
women in flm.

"A lot of Bilmmakers appre:
clate all the initiatives that we're
doing becase they know that it's
cofming lrom me .., they know that
it's coming from someone who
giruggled like them, They appee-
cliale the experience thal 1T wenl
through to be able to step back and
try to support them,” she said.

Al-Maim's face lighis up when
she speiaks about her team. “Tmet
Steve (Stephen Andrew Martin
when I was in (graduate) school.
I've done my Arst movie with
him, 50 we have a lot in commaon
— and we love supporting
others. And it's interesting for an
American white guy who comes
from Texas originally to share
the same values with me™ sy
salch of her co-founder,

Martin bnngs his connections,
expertise and passion to SPT.

“Communication s the key
in our organization,” Al-Nalm
added, highlighting the impor-
tance of having a chear vision
for the organization, “We have a
document called "Compass,” and
we try o wientfy where we'ne
poing, why we're doing what
we're doing, how can we reach
the right audience, and how
can we leave them with the bes
feching and experience.”

ST s first collaboration was with
streaming giant Metflix as part of a
progrant  Traimed  prodessionals
that went through the program
enced up on Netflix seres

SPT  irvaining sesslons, for
professionals  and  beginners,
are held in-person at the Rivadh
location, with class sizes kept to
a maximum of 15 people.

US and Australia envoys

laud Saudi women
Jor social, economic
achievements

Lama Alhamawl R yadh

The envoys of Australia and
the US have praised women m
Saudi Arabia for their work and
achievemenis across all seciors
ol the country’s economy,

In a recent interviess with
Arab News, the US Deputy
Chief of Mission Alison
Pilwaorth and Awstralias Deputy
Head of Mission Kim Ralston
reflected on  their exper-
enmces working alongside Saudi
Arabias women and witnessing
firsthand their perseverance,

"l have been incredsbly impressed
with the Ssudi women [ have met
here in the Kingdom. From tech
amd fnance to the arts, to diplo-
macy, Saudi women are achieving
new heights, and [ am proud to
work with them,” Dilworth sand.

Each month, m parinership
with other embassics, the US
Embassy hosts a Women's Majlis
to celebrate womens accom-
plishments, ansl
share expertise in a private and
intimate setting

"Through the Women's Majlis,
a series of monthly events

ek L T

co-hosted with the Australiam,
MNew fealand, German, and
Britlsh emhbassies, and with
HEH Ambassador Reema bint
Bandar, we have explored the
themes of "Wormen in Defense’”
"Women in Tech! "Women in
the Visual Arts "Women iIn
Poetry® and “Women in Shariah
Law,™ IMlworth said.

The idea of the majlis was
crealed in 2009 in a collabora-
tion between the American,
Austraban, British and Canadian
rimhassies in Abo [¥habi.

"We work with Saudi women

Each month, in partnership with
ather ambaasies, the US Embaasy
hosts o Woamen's lh_m o calabrmt

Ralston said “Saudi women
are intelligent and driven, They
Are open, warn, and passionate

gcross ill aspects of our work. As up-ul!::nu"'uu:ﬁl EZTLE‘:;ME? about their work. 1 have
an example, Australia and Sandi thoroughly enjoved hearing
Arabia enjov close relatons in about thedir soals and objectives,
H 'u'_“ b Through sharing our Fnn ek ”,ﬂl 2
agriculiure andl food securiiy, P I heari which are ned unlike my own,
with embassy  stll  working SHINICH, ARG TN ng “I have particularly enjoved
closely with female counter from others, we all add sharing  experiences  with
parts to promote trade and to the journey of women women on social policy matters.
remove barriers,” Ralston said. throughout the workd The talented women at the
Sinee her  arrival in the who want (o achieve Quality of Life Program have
Ringrhom in 2023, Ralston has  gnd to make the workd inspired me as they encourage
worked with Sawdi women in uhﬂlnrplm*eﬁrrn]l. culiure, entertainment, sporis,
the public and private seclors, Al Ditworts and tourism 1o fouri=h in Sudi

sports, and the arts,

LS Dapaity Sdal of RERSEN

Arabda” Ralston aded,

She explained how impressed
she was by the Kingdom’s focus
O ENSUTNE WONen ane repre
sented In areas where they
have nod traditionally worked,
including the military.

When asked bow she would
characterize the ambitions of
the Kingdom's females, Dilworth
saich: “Sandi women never stop
reaching for the next level.”

She sald that when she asks
sSaudi women about what they
will do next, they immediately
says =1 want 1o run the business,
becomae the next minister, or sed
the next record.”

The most recent majlis took
place in Rivadh on May 21 at the
German Embassy and locused on
wormen it the technology sector,

Dilworth said these evenls
build cooperation between
women [rom Saudi Arabia and
the US "1 have witnessed the
achievements of US women
working in diplomacy over my
Z2-VEAr Career, ancl T am |_'|-:|'r|-11|| Rl
b & female diplomat.”
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Arab League
chief calls
Jor wider
recognilion
of Palestine

Gyran Mohamad oo

The Amb League secretary'-
general said mm Brussels that
[arael™s AFETEssOn In thee Gara
srp ocould undermines  any
chance for peace and extinguish
hopes of achieving a two-stalbe
solution, posing significant risks
nof only for the Middle East bt

also [or international securiy

Ahmed Aboul Gheit ssued the
wamning while taking part in a
sertes of Arab League meclings
with European foreign ministers
and other officials on the Pales:
linian-Israeh situation in light of
the conflict in Gaza.

Hossam £aki, Abdul Gheit's
assistant, said that the meetings
Saneday

discussed practical

in Brussels on anid

Maoncay

political solutions to end the
fighting and subsequent steps 1o
BRI peace,

During his discussions with
European mimisters, Aboul Gheit
highlighted Lhe need for more
European countries o recog
nize an independent Palestinian
state based on the June 4, 1967,
boarders, with East Jerusabem as
its capital,

This would siznal to Pales-
fintan peaple that thelr right o
mndependence s respected by
Western countrnies, along with
cihier natlons o the world, he

saiid,
Aboul-Gheit  thanked the
foreizn  muinisters of  Ineland,

Norway, and Spain for their
deckklon o
independent Palestinian state,

recoEnlze an

Aboul  Gheit, along  with
the forelgn minisiers of Sand
Arabia, Egypl, Jordan, Galar,
and Bahrain, wrged Eurmpean
Cotinirees Lk
merely discissing the [easibality
of the two-state solution.

They advocated for clear and
concrete steps to impletnent it on
the grouncd, addressing the roo

catses of the condlecl, Zakl saicd,

ITIEHVE: I||'_'.1|:-|||.E

RAGE AGAINST TIME

WHO condemns ‘abrupt halt’ to

medical evacuations from Gaza

More people will die waiting for treatment, warns organizations spokeswoman

AFP Geneea

More people will die in
Giaza hecanse medical
evacuations from the
Palestinian territory

have halted since Israel
launched its offensive in
Rafah three weeks ago, the
Waorld Health Organlzation
sald on Tuesday.

The WHO has long been pleaded
with Israel to allow more crti-
cally ill and wounded people to
leave Gaza.

Thousands of Gaxans are
estimated o regquire  wrgent
medical evacuwation but few have
been able to beave the besieped
territory since war on Oct. 7 after
the Hamas attacks on Israel,

WH spokeswoman Margane
Harri= said that since [Isracl
launched a military allfensive in
the densely crowded southern
city of Rafah i early May, “there's
been an abrupt halt to all medical
eVvacuaions”

she warmed that the cut-ofl
clvioasly  meant more  people
will die waiting for treatment.

Before October ¥, between 50
and 100 people left the enclave
every day for reatment nod avail-
able in the territory, including For
CAMCEL.

“Those people didn™t go awas
smply because conflict started,
s they all stll need a refermal”
Harris told reporters in Geneva

sihce services in Gaza have
been disastrously disrapted by
Lhe canlleed, [ar asore peogale fieed
to leave for treatment they wsed
to access inside Gaza, like chemo-
therapy or dialvsis, she said.

In acdibon, thousands
necd to evacwate after suffering
severns injuries in the war.

ALELL

Tha mather af Pulestinlan toddlod

Khaled Abu Samaha waeps as
afttempts to save his ife continue

ot Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospltal
in the central Gazra Strip ofter

he wos bodly injured In lsrnel's
bombardment. 4FT

“If they don't get the treatment
sadly they die,” she commented.

WHO estimates that there are
O 1_!.]1i-:_':|IF_'. “arcoum] 10000
people who need to be evacuated

e D PEcelve the much-meeced

medical treatment  elsewhere”
Harris said.

They include more than 6,000
rauma-related patients and at
feast 2000 patients watk e hminic
conditions, lthe cancer, she saicd

since  medical  evacuations
halied on May 8, an additional
1O critically 6] amnd wounded
patients have been added to that

list, Harris said,

HIGHLIGHTS

& 'WHO astimates that thare ars
now ‘around 10, 000 people who
naed to be svaouated .., to recene

the treatment elsewhers,'

® They include more than 6000
trauma-related pabents and at

least 2,000 patients with chronic
conditions, ke cancer

Belore the cul-off, WHC had
received approval from  Isracl
for 5800 medical evacuations
about half of the number it had
reqquested since the war hegan.

(¥ the 5800, T
patients had been able to leave,
Harris sail. Even more people
require medical  evacuation
after an lsmael strike sel fire (o a
displacement camp in Rafah on
sunday killing 45 people.

kY

El-Sisi arrives in Be

Gobran Mohamed Coro

Egvplts Pressdent Ab<iel Fattah
El-Sisi arrived im Beijing on
Tuesday on a state visit to China
and to attend the China-Arah
Sales II'-!-::-|||:'r:|1i|||| Forum afier
an mvitation from President Xi
Jinping.

El-5isi will hold talks with
Xi and sendior Chinese officials
[CUSINE on Wilvs [0 [orge closer
relations and uanloeck broader
prospects  for cooeoperation  in
sivieral fields.

The visit coancides with the

ltih  anniversary of relations
between Egypt and China being
riized to the level of a compre-
hensive strategic parinership

Ahmed Fahmy, -spolesman
for Egvpts presidency, said the
talks will also focus on regional
and  miemmational  ssues of
common  interest. primarily
the war in Gaza and ways to
restore  stability in the region
and achleve the aspirations of its
peaples {or peace, security, and
development.

El-Sksl ix also selwsduled 1o
meel Lthe heads of several major

jing

DIPLOMACY

i and senior Chinesie
officials forusing on ways
to forge closer relations
and unlock broader
prospects for cooperation
in several felds.

Chinese companies.

The  meetings  are
expected o explore
ppportumbes Lo
attract TElHT e
IRvVvestmment

o Egvpt In

lizht of the state’s orientation
!l.!l'l.'l.'illTI. Il':lll:lulrlll'l[l_:.: |1|.I"-I'.|Ii||1|"i|'|!|'-|
for the localization of mdustry
and technology transfer,
Egypt is eager to  ooliakbo-
rate closely with the
P seChor andl
encoairapge foreign
direct ivvestment.
El-5isi will
atterw] a meeting
ol the Chilna-Arah
states  Coopera:
thon  Foruam,
lia b heldd

on - May

to attend China-Arab forum

S0, with the participation of the
Chinese president and a number
of Arah leaders,

The forum will discuss vartons
aspects of China-Arab relations
and wavs to further advance
i

Egypls government  said
the forum 15 a framework for
dialogue amd  cooperation
between Arab states and China.
Its  Founding
signed In Seplember 20404 al
the headguarters of the Arab
League in Calro following a visi
by the Chunese president

IIIIJI ument  wis

IAEA MEETING

US cautions
UR against
censuring
Iranover
nuclear

program

Arnb Noaws

The US has warned the UR
AN cofdemning Irin’s
nuchear program at a meeting of
the Intermational Atomic Energy
Apency nexi weelk, the Daily
Telegraph reported.

Aariel Mmmenng 1enstons In
the Mickdle East and a US presi-
dential election in November,
Washington is  reportedly
secking o avoud a regronal
escalation.

At an IAEA board of governors”
meeting next week, the UK and
Frandee are |-':-:]||'-|'1-|'-:| Lo cleliver a
censurng resclubon against Iran
over s nuclear program.

But the Us is =aid to have
warnid  other countries  io
abstain  from  the
which was draflled over growing
frustration with Tehman's
clefiamce of the ITAEA,

Oficials in the US have denied
lobbying against the British and
French move.

As well as electoral concerns,
ihe White House also fexrs thai

Iran may be prone O mstabakily

resedtion,

FASTFACTS

® Britaln, France axpacted to
condemn Tehran in resolution
at IAEA meating.

*» Washington sesking to
avoid Mideast escalation
amid simmearing tensions,

following last months exchange
of strikes with Israel, and the
death of the country's presi
dent and foreign minister in a
helicopter crash.

'K officials  believe il
Irans nuclear program = as
advanced as ever and are “deeply
concerned™ absoul escalathon, the
Daly Telegraph reported

From June 37, the 3S%member
IAEA board of governors will
gather for a quarterly meeting.

Iran is believed to have been
ehnrching uraniom to &0 percent
purity for three vears, fodlowing
Washingtons axing of the
nuclear deal under former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Tehran has maintained that i
secks to use the uranium for a
clvil nuclear program

But the IAEA bhas wwarmed that
no country has enniched to G0
peroent  purity  without  later
developing nuclear weapons.

Last week, a senlor Eurapean
diplomat described  Iranian
nuclear violations as “unprec-
edented™ I
fo Reulers,

CiFmimeTnils
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Possible Houthi missiles
damage ship in Red Sea

Yemen national carrier resumes direct flights between Sanaa airport and Jeddah airport

Snaad Al-Batat] 4l -Flubkals

A ship In the Red Sea was
damaged alter being hit by
missiles suspected to have
heen lannched by Yemen's
Houthl militia on Tuesday,
two British maritime
agencies sald.

A shipmaster reparted o the UK
Maritime Trade Operations that
the ship was damaged after being
siruck by missiles al 230 am.
(UTC) 31 nantical miles southwest
o Yemen's Hodeddah and that the
ship’s crew members were safe.

“Af IOTTC the Master of
the MV reports an impact in the
wialer in close proximity (o the
vesscl, The crew ame reported
safe and the vessel is proceeding
bo its next port of call™ UREMTO
saied,

Ambrey, another UK marine
security  agency, sakl three
Ballistic missiles hit & ship in the
Red Sea, forcing it to tilt to one
sicke roughly 54 nautical miles
southwest of Hodeidah Port.

The incident occuwrred less
ithan a day after the Tran-backed
Houthis claimed 1o have fired
a volicy of dromes and ballistic
missibes against  warships  amnd
commercial ships in the Hed Sea
and Indian Ocean.

Houwthi military spokesperson
Yahya Sarea said on Monday night
that their military forces carried
ol two  "successful™  drone
attacks against two US warships
in the Red Sea, as well as fired
missiles at Lareo Desert and MSC
Michela in the Indian Ocean, andd
Mlimve=rva Lisa in Uhe Red Sea

Sarea sail that the first ship
wis  trgeted because 1 was
American, the second because

Yemenl pligrims bid farewsll to loved ones on Tuesday, as they prepare to board a flight from Sanaa alrport to perform Hall. AFF

it was owned by Isracl, and the
third for veolating the ban on
ships goang (o Istael through the
Red Sea. He did not provide an
exact date for the attacks.
."I.t'l:-|:||'-|5||.r'|;: 0 WWwW.Irearnei-
ralfic.com, Largo Desert is an ol
and chemical shap that was flving
the Marshall 1slands Aag and that
arrived at the Omani Dugm port
an the Arabilan Sea four davs ago.
The Liberan-llagped Minerva
Lisa is a crude ail tanker that
slopped at the Epvpitan Ain
Sokhna on the Suer Canal on

HTIGHLIGHT

Ambrey, another UK marine
securty agancy, sald thres
balkstic missilas hit a ship in tha
Red Sea, foroing it to tilt to one
side roughly B4 nautical miles
southhweast of Hodaldah Port.

Tuesday, while the container
ship MSC Michela is operating
under the Portuguese flag and
left Valencia Port in Spain on
saturday [or Brasdl,

Al the time, the US
Central Command said that its
forces shot down a drone over
the Hed Sen launched by the
Houthis on Monday morming.

On Monday, the UK Royal
MNavy announced that s HMS
Duncan  destroyver had  been
sent to the Red 5ea to engagre in
international naval operations
o defend ships from Houthi

Sal 1kt

attacks, replacimg  sister  ship
HMS Diamand.

Meanwhile, iy national
carrier  of Yemen, Yemenia,

resummsl direct Hights between
the Houthi-controlled Sanaa
airport  and Jeddah aorpor
on Tuesday to [acilitate the
transportation of thousands of
Yemeni palgrims,

Four Yemenl planes carmying
MM} pilgrims left Sanaa on
Tucsday. the first of 44 identical
flichts that would transport
8,200 pilgrims to Sauwdi Arabia
Yemenia has been flyving from
Sanaa o Amman since April
27122 when the UN-brokered
ceasefire was implemented.

SOLIDARITY

Iraq’s Sadr
demands
closureof
US Embassy
after Rafah

strike

AFP Baghdad

Influental Iragi cleric Mogiada
sadr renewed his calls to close
the US Embassy in Baghdad
Tuesday alter an Israell strike
killed dozens of civilians in a
camp in Gaza,

Health officials in (aza said the
sSunday night strike killed at least
45 peopde in a displaced persons”
camp in Rafah, the south Gaza
city  where Istaedl launched a
controversial offensive earlier this
moth.

Sadr condemped the lsrach
sirike and Washington's “shame-
bess™ support for the “genocide™
e charged was under way in
Critsl

"l reiterate my demand to
expel® the Us ambassador and
“close  the embassy through

FASTFACT

Sadr condemned the lsrael
strike and Washington's
‘shamealess’ support for the
‘Benocide” he charged was
under way in Gaza.

chplomatic means without bood-
shed ) he sakd in a statement on X.

He =said that woudd be a more
cflective deterrent than the use
of force and would mean US
cffbcials “don’t have an excuse to
clestahilize Ireg,”

Sadr once led a militia fghting
US-led forces after the 20003
invasion that toppled longtime
dictator Saddam Hussein

He retaing a devoted following
of millions among the country's
Shiite Muslim majority comm-
nity, and wields great influence

cver Tracl politics

AP Dubal

frans  parliament  re-elected
hard-liner Mohammasd Bagher
alihaf on Tuesday as iis speaker,
reaffirming its hard-right makeup
in the wake of a helicopter crash
that killed the country's president
and foreign mimister.

OF 287 lawmakers voling. 108
backed Qalibal o retain  the
position he fAirst took in 2021, He
initially became speakier following
a siring of falled presidential bids
and 12 years as the beader of Iran's
capital city, in which e built onto
Tehrans subway and supported
the construction of  modern
igh-rises,

Many, however, know Qahbal
for his support, as a Kovolo
tonary Guand general, [or a
viobent crackdown onn Iranian
university students in 1994, He
also  reporiedly ordered  live
gunfire 1o be used against Iranian
students in 2003 while serving as

the country s police chiefl

In Tuesday's vote, challenger
Majiaba Zonnmouri, a hard-line
Shiite cleric who once led the
parliament’s nmational  secunty
commission, won G0 voles
A former foreign minister (o
hard-lne  President  Mahmouosd
Ahmadinejad, Manoascheshr
Mottaki, recerved five vobes,

Qalibal called on lawmakers
to find a way (o address ther

TRAINED FILOT

Hard-liner re-elected as Iran's parliament speaker

Iran's parlbumoent
spanker
M o henrmarm sedl

Baghes Qalibaf,

right, grests
lawmakers during

the inauguration
sesslon for the
nww parilameant
In Tahran on

Momday. A7 -

constitvents’ demamnds  after
being re-electedd "In order to
create hope In the people, we
must reach a common  uncder-
standing and act in a conversing
and cmpathetic way, and we must
agree on prieritizing the solution
ol the peoples problems, regard-
b of our political inclinations
and tastes,” he said.

The March parliament election
saw the country’s lowest turnou

sinee 1ts 19789 Islamic Revolution
Of those elected o the 2EM-seai
by, hard-liners hold over 230
seuits, according o an Associated
Press survey,

A traamed puot, Qalibal served
in the paramilitary Guard during
the couniry's bloody 1980= war
with Iraq. After the conflict, he
serverdd as the head of the Guards
construction ATTIL, hhatam

Al-Anbia, for several vears leading
efforts to rebuild.

alibal then served as the head
o the Guards air force, when
i 1999 he co-signed a letter 1o
meformist Pressdent Mobhamimid
Fhatami amid student protesis
m Tehran over the government
closing a reformist newspaper
and a =subsequent secanty force
crackdown, The lefter wamed

Ehatami the  Guard  would
fake action unilaterally unless
e amreed o put down the
dermioistrations.

Violence around the protests
saw  several  killed, hundreds
wolnded and thousands arrested.

ralibaf then served as the head of
Iran’s police, modernizing the force
and implementing the coumtrys 10
emergency phone number,
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News International

Sheany Yasuho Lal Jab s

A 22-myember medical
team from Sandl Arabia
has been in Indonesia since
the beginning of May (o
irain doctors in advanced
cardiac procedures on
adulis and children.

Facilitated by the Kingdom's akd
agency RSreliel, the cardiovas-
cular surgical team 15 embedided
with Adam Malik Central
General Hospital in Medan,
MNorth Sumaira provinee.

[T Cconsisls ol  surgeons,
specialist nurses, perfusionisis
and respiratory therapists from
the Ring Faisal Cardiac Center
in Jeddah and the King Ab<uliah
International Medical Rescarch
Center in Riyadh.

Among them are “some of the
Saamdi
Arabia” who not only “helpsave the
lves of Indonesian people, but also
provide tramning to young doctors
to  hancle open-heart sargery,
catheterization  and  pediatric

best  hisart  surgeons In

EXPERTISE

Saudi surgeons train
Indonesian doctors in
cardiac procedures

Some advanced techniques have never been performed in the province

in this phato provided by Indonesin’s
Health Minlatry on Menday, Saudl
doctors are oconduating heart

surgery at Adam Mallk Central
Genoral Hospital in Medan, North
Bumatra. Heash Miristy

heart surgery,” Indonesias Health
Mindster Budi Gunadi Sadikin said
i a skatement an Manday.

“tTheir presenoe) will
encourage quality improvement
and accelerate the transfor of
knowledge to voung Indone-
slan doctors, They will train and

I

Undted Aralk: Emirates President Shaikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nalyan arflved In Bouth Koarea on Tussday. ©mirates Rows Azancy

‘SPECIAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP’

UAE presidentvisits S. horea with defense, energy on agenda

Routers Seol

United Arab Emirates President
Shrikh Mohammed bin Zaved Al
Nahyan amrived in South Korea
an Tuesday, where his plane was
meet by an honorary escort of
four fighter pels before he landed
for his Arst state visit (o Asias
fourth-higeest coonomy.
Defense indusiry  coopera-
tlon, business and investment,
and energy initiatives are on Lhe
agenda for a summit scheduled
for Wednesday with Presicent
Yoon Suk Yeol of South Rorea,

which has become one of the
world's biggest arms exporiers

The two will discuss deepeninge
their “special strategic partner-
ship,” Yoon's office said in a
statement.

Four F-15K Air Force fighter
jets escorted Sheikh Mohamed's
plane as it entered the South
Rorcan  defense  identification
zone and landed at a military
alrfield] just south of the capltal,
Seoul, Yoon's office sakd.

shelkh Mohammed 18 recipro-
|.':|1i|:|!.1' Jaler Yoon™s state visit 1o
Abu [rhabi carly last year, when

waork with well-known dociors
froim abioad, learning their work
discipline, work culture and
interaction with patienis”

During their stay in Indonesia,
the Saudi Arabia doctors will
perform  surgery  on about
A0 patients, with all the cosis
covered by the program.

Heart disease s the second-
leading cause of death in the
Southeast Asian nation after
strohe — Killing 250,000 peaple
a vear, Including 8,000 children,

A

FASTFACT

Defense industry cooperation,
business and Investrment,

and energy Initiathves are

an the agenda for a summit

scheduled for Wednesday,

the UAE pledged £330 hillion in
investment in South Korean
huginesses I areas SRANTINE
fitichear [HOWET, defens:,
hvdrogen and =solar energy.

He met on Tuesday the
teacksrs of some of South Rorea's

Many patienis dic before they
receive apecialist care, which is
often avallable only at hospitals
in the biggoest cities,

The transfer-knowledge
program sponsorcd by KSrehief
suppiris  Indonesias  health
gvsiem  transformation  plan,
under which all reghonal govermn-
ment hospitals will be expected to
carry ourt open-heart surgery and
pediairic heart surgery, withoul
having 1o refer patients to the
main cardiac centers in Jakaria.

The Ministry of Health said
some of the complex procedures
introduced by the Saudi Arabia
team at the Medan hospital,
including the replacement of a
part of the aorta and the aortic
valve of the heart, have never
boen performed in the provinee,

The ministry quoted the
Medan hospitals head of cardio-
visculir Falsal
Habiby, who smd his leam was
also learning from the Saudi
Arahia doctors the advanced
techniques of handling surgery
i less invasive wiays,

services., [

top  business conglomerates
including Jay Y. Lee of Samsung
Electronics, SR Group’s Chey
Tae-won and ES. Chung of
Hyumndai Motor Groug.

south Korea already has deep
brusiness tes with the UAE going
back more than a decide, having
previously won confracts to
buikd

nuclear reactors in the Gulf
siate, The
sigmred massive defense contracts
as part of plans to become the
waorlds fourth-largest  defense
exporter by 2027,

country has  also

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Regional influence

Russia to build

nuclear plant
in Uzbekistan

Hussia and Uzbekistan sipmed
an accord Monday for Mos-

o to bubld a small noeleas

power plaiit in the Central Asian
coantry, as Busstan President
Vichimir Putin held talks in the
Uizhwek capital with Uizbekistan
leader Shavkat Mirayoyey,

Mirzivovey hatled the project
&% “vital” in remarks after the
talks, moting that Uzhekistan
hias “it= 0w large reserves of
wranium.” Putin, in tum, vowed
to "do evervihimg in order to
work cffectively on Uzbekistan’s
l:l:llll:ll'hl"il'l'L‘I"II'I','.."'_lr:IJI'Ii'I.I']'II:'[.-'

T the agreement iS imple-
mented, the plant would
e the first in Central Asia,
further increasing Russia’s infla-
ence in the region. AP

International support
Zelensky presses
Biden to attend
peace summilt

Ubkrainian President YVolody-
myr Lelensky on Tuesday
urged U8 leader Joe Biden 1o
attend a June peace sum-
mit in Switzerland, as he
arcuser] Russia's Viacbmir
Futin of tryving o derail the
gathering.

Zelensky's appeal came as
he locked I a commitment
from Belgium to supply 30
F-16 hghter peds by 2008, on
the latest leg of a whistles top
tour to rally Western support.

Ukraine is pushing to whtip
up attendance at the peace
conference next monlth where
it hopes to win broad inter-
national bhacking for s visbon
o the terms needed (o end
Russia® war. AFP
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‘Florapedia’

CAROL GRACIE

"Florapedia® is an eclectic A=-Z
compendium of botanical lore,
With mora than 100
anticing antrlas—on
topics ranging from
achlorophyllous

plants that use
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Tropical storm

Slone guarry
collapsesin
India’s northeast

A stone quarry collapsed
Tuesday in India’s northeas
due to heavy rain triggered by a
trogpical storm, Rilling 17 quarry
wiorkers amd leaving L2 missing,
pfficials sapd, Senpor police of-
ficer Rahual Abwal said rescuers
recovered the bodies of those
kilbed In the quarry in Melthum,
abodit 6 Eiloameters Iroan U
Mizoram state capital, Aizwal,
and were able to pull out two
workers alive from the debris.

Alwal sald rescue workers
were trying to reach trapped
workers while searching foa
INGTE SOV,

Inchia's mortheasdern stales
are experiencing heavy rainfall
after tropical storm Remal
musde landfall in Bangladesh on
Maonday. AP

intermediary to obtain
nutrients from other plants

to rygomorphic flowers
that admit only the moat
selact pollinators—

this collection is a

captivating journey into
the realm of botany,

Child abuse
Italian woman

dumps danghter
for bad grade

An Balian woman who damped
et 16-vear-aldd daughler ona
major Rome highway for a poor
eradke in Latin has been cited
fowr albeged child abuse, media
reported Tuesday.

Police on patrod found the gir
walking om the side of the busy
ring mad around Kome and iook
Ivir T a1 sLaten, ELadian neEwsgs-
peers reported that the gir had
received grades of nine out of 1
in other classes, but had barely
passed in Latin, recedving a five,

she told officers she and her
musther had been arguing, her
mcsther palled over and toldd
b=t B et onal ol the car, Police
cited the 40-vear-old mother for
suspected child abuse, referring
the mastter to juvendle court, ac-
cording o the reporiz. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Opinion

International indictment of Israel is also a rebuke for the US

orrilving images of de-

capitated babies, charred

basdlies, amd barnt tents in

an Israell-designated “safe

arei” where thousands of

dastressed Palestinians in
Gaza were forced to flee a few weeks ago
have drawn condemnation from all parts
ool the globe. The raid by Israch fighter jets
on a Rafah refugee camp on Sunday killed
mare than 30, all civilians, and injured
many others. This was ane more war crime
commdtted by Israel since it unleashed its
military on the enclave to Kill as many of
the population as possibie — extermina-
ton, in the wornds of the International
Criminal Court prosecutar — and level the
JE5 5q. kom strip, home to more than 2 mil-
lion peaple.

The list of crimes and atrocities
committed by Israel in the gast eighi
momths s long and shocking, But while
[sracl is now being condemned by most
European countries, days after the Inter-
natonal Court of Justbce ondered it to kalt

& i
There is a marked

departure in policy
position between

the US and s
Western allies

| i |

S R TE T - b [ P hes mfah e i

its Rafah offensive and avodd harming
civilians, and following the [CCS intent to
ssue arrest warrants against Israeli PFrime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his
Deefemese Minister, Yoav Gallant, on charges
of war crimes and others, one povernment
in particular has chosen to elther ignore
the carnage, or disguise its position on Lhe
prnockdial war throogh empty rhetonic,
denial, and obfuscation. That is the Biden
administration, which has the power to
stogp the slanghter,

The ICT and the ICC have come under
shameful attack and intimidation by
neocons and pro-Isracl US lawmakers.
Speaker of the US House of Hepresenia-
tives, Mike Johnson, said he wants to
pass legisiation 1o sanction 1CC officials,
He had slimmed the court's request
for arvest warranis, writing in a state-
menl that ils *baseless and Hlegitimate
decision shoulkd face global condemna-
tion.” He added: * International bureau-
crats cannot be allowed touse Tawfare’
ta usurp the authority of democratic

OGAMA AL-BEHARIF

Chicai=ca Al-Shear 16 8 joorrakst
T B =R ) e
n3ed B Armman
% wpdataig

For [l w0, IOgE O 1

www . arabnsws coms aginion

nations that maintain the role of law™

President Joe Biden described the [CCs
mave as “oulrageous” Al the same time,
118 Secretary of State Antony Blinken told
a Senate Foreign Relations Committes
heanng that he would hike to works with
Congress to titke actbon against the [CC
following its move an arrest warrants,

In a show of disdain for the 1CC,
Johnson confirmed he was moving
ahead with an invitation to Netanyahu
to address Congress. US liwmakers have
warnesd that il the UN recognizes Pales-
Line as a state, Washington will defund
the international boddy.

The hysteria regarding the highest
world court, the 1CT, as well as the [CC,
evien considering a genocide case and
other serious charges against lsrael and its
leaders has been evident for months. Last
week, hawkish Republican Sen, Lindsey
raham, a fervent supporter of Israel,
condemned the 1CC and said it can “go
to hell™ for moving against Netanyahi
Another pro-1srael senator, Republican

- Image battle -
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Tom Cotton, was one of several lawmakers
wiho signed a letter warning 1CC prose-
cutor Karim Khan days before he made his
historic deciston, The letter said that (f voun
targed Israel, we will target you,

Ounly [sraeli politicians, including the
apposition, have taken similar hostile
posilions against the symbods of intlemna-
tional law, especially the UN, IC), and [CC

When the truth about Israel’s war
on Gaza began reaching the rest of the
workd, most Western governments
started reversing thelr inltial posithon of
supporting Istacl™s right to delend sl al
any cost. France, Belgium, Spain, Norway,
Sweden, Ireland, and others now condemn
the atrocities and demand an immediate
ceasefire. The UK Conservative govern-
menit has refused to stop arms sales to
Israel and grudgingly demanded a ceasefire
despite a significant shifl in puldic opinkon
against [srael, Canada, oo, has suspended
arms sales to [sracl, while Germany mow
gavs that it will arrest Netanyvahu if a
warrant ks ssued.

B
Exposure to

trauma in
childhood can
alfect behavior

later in life

When the guns fall silent in Gaza, trauma will still remain

hen the guns eventn-
ally fall silent in Gaza
and the Mull devas-
tation of the war
becomes apparent,
there will alzo b
an urgent peed 1o address the less vis-
ible, albeit no less harmiful, impact on the
mental health of hundreds of thousands of
innocent people on both sides of the bor-
gber, Special attention will have Lo be paid
to 50 many children wwho have suffered an
unimaginable trauma, and who, withoot
adeguate care, will carry this with thens
[ar the rest of thetr Hves, with an adyverse
effect on themselves and their societies,
Both Isracli and Palestinian socicties have
been and are being traumatized, and as a
result many children and adolescents are
enduring a post-teatmatic stress disorder
that manifests itsell in different ways and
shroudd beave no one inany doubd abouwt 1ts
long-term ramifications, mcluding how they
will view the idea of peace, reconciliation

am] cosexistence between the two peoplies
O of the many tragedies of war, and a
heart-wrenching one, is that those who are
the most volnerable in society are those
wio face the pravest consequences of such
hostilities, both physically and paycho-
loerically, According to the human riglits
organization Save the Children, 68 million
children, more than one in sx worldwide,
live in areas affected by armed conflict,
ared the numbsers arme on the nise, Moreover,
children are far more likely to die from
conflict than are arnmed actors.

Thanks to visual media, we can wWitness in
Pl tianee the horrors that take place during
conflicts and inflict unbearable sulfering
on civilians, especially children. In the
Lraza Sirip, almost half of the population is
under 18 and hears the brunt of the war's
horrors, Every day for nearly elght months
we have watched the cruel and brutal
violence that was committed by Hamas on
el 7, anel siwece then by the Israell military
in response o il Even withoul a single
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shot fired or bomb dropped, it 15 emough

for a child to constantly hear the roar of
assault aircraft or of advancmg tanks, or
see fully armed soldiers on their streets; (o
be terrified, even traumatized, particulardy
when they are exposed to this day and
night for months on end, But in the case of
the war in Gaza in all its intensity, it is nol
about seeing or hearing the war machines,
bt being on the recerving end of thelr
full firepower, and bemg caught up in the
crossire between two SwWorm cnemics.
Children are paying with their lives
chally, and many have physical and mental
injuries that they will bear for the rest of
ther ivies, Al the beginning of this month,
the UN estimated that 7,797 children have
been killed in Gaza since the beginning of
the war, and their numbers are rising evers
chay, However, bevord the terrible tragedy
of individual lives being cut short, it is also
thelr families, and thedr voung siblings and
friends, who are left scared aned scarred,
fearing that they might be the next to die

and feeling gullty for surviving.

Research conducted by the UR govern-
menl has established that exposure fo
trauma in childhood can affect behavior
later in life, and that in cases of prolonged
trauma, “children can suffer toxic stress;
wiileh can become biologically embedded.”
Farther fndings show that the prevalence
of mental health problems in conflict
domies |5 extremely high, with 47 percent of
Children showing symptoans of PTSIF and
43 peroent of depression. Frightening as
these figures are, they should come as no
surprise, as those children experience, as
we are witnessing in Gaz, the loss of loved
ones, war-related tgaries, and other Bpes
of violent scenes and evenis.

Even before the current war, data show
that 71 percent of Gazas people suffered from
depression, and S0 percent reported belng
i1 a perpetual state of fear, worry, sadness
aned grict, whale three-gquarters of its chilkdren
were bedwetting in fear, and a growing
number were exhibiting reactive mutism
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n May 19, the Saudi Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs is-
sued a statement express-
Ing deep concern over

Prince Faisal bin Farhan. They were joined
by Saudi Ambassador to Tehran Abdutlah
Al-Anazi. The delegation met with Acting

Forelgn Minister Al Bagherd Kand and

HAGSAN AL-MUSTAFA

Will Saudi-Iranian relations be aflected by Raisi’s demise?

military installations. Rivadh responded

firmly vet cantiously, aiming to avoid cscala-

tion while protecting its national interests.
Over the years, Iran found itself increas-

signaling a mutual desire to strengthen

ties without oversiepping established
houndaries.

Although progress might seem slow o

meelia reports regarding paie] their respects (o Lthe victims of the: ingly isolated regionally, with strained somie, Lhis is a natural pace after years of
the helicopier crash helicopter crash. relations i the Gulfl and a deteriorating clestrust and Iran's suppeort for armeesd proxies
involving Iranian President Ebrahim Haisi Further emphasizing its diplomatic coonomic situation. Realizing that hostility  that attacked Saudi Arabia and incited
and his accompanving delegation. outreach, the crown prince personally toward Saudi Arabia was detrimental, against it, both militarily and in the media.

The statement emphasized that “the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia stands with the
sisterly Islamic Republic of

[eam during these difficuli

a8

called Mokhber on May 24. He expressed
his condsdences and highlighted “the
progress made in bilateral
relations between the twi

Tehran pursued a new approach based
on reconciliation and overcoming pasi
animaosities.

Saudi Arabla’s sivategy of

@8

Chhservers note that the “agreement” is
bailt on a sofid security foundation with
seCUrily negoliations
forming the basis, Saudl

limes," and expressed its countries” stressing the cliabogue and de-escalation Arabia sought assurances
“readiness to provide any Ssandi Arabia™s “importance of continuing culminated in a landmark Realizing that from Iran on several key
assis.tm:t nc'-:'l:.lt:-:l by the gestures reflect to {:_J:lhanm:- cooperation in agreement in March _ hﬂﬁﬂ"l}' Wil PuintE: nnrrj.!ilrr[-:rfn-:f in
[ranian authorities” mi VArioLs areas.” 2023, brokerved by China, detrd tal internal affairs, respect for
Upson confirmation of the i Com Linent While some might view to restore diplomatic It d soverelgnty, cessation of
tragic demise of Raisi and to the political Lhese actions as merely retations, The joinl state- Tehran pursuned support for and training of
Foreign Minester Hossein andd H‘I"ﬂl‘ﬂ} ceremonial, they convey meent readd: "The three A ﬂ'F"I'I-'IIP[I‘I-"ml'I."h armed opposition groups,
Amir-Abdollahian, King . a clear political message. couniries announee that and not using pro-Iranian
; . stability of the A . _ based on S5
Salman and Crown Prince Saudi Arabia's pestures the Kingdom of Sauci armed militias to attack
Mohammeed bin Salman Islamic H'EIHIIJ'I-I'E reflect a desire to develop Arabia and the Islamic reconciliation the Kingdom from Trag
sent cables of condolence positive relations with Hepublic of Iran have and Yemen. Additionally,

to Acting President Mohammed Mokhber.

simultaneously, Sandi Deputy Forelgn
Minister Waleed bin Abdulkarim
Al-Ehuraii visited the Irmnian Embassy in
Hivadh to offer condoelences for the death
of President Raisi.

The Sawdd government took further steps
by dispatching a delegation to Tehran,
including Prince Mansour bin Miteb bin
Abdulaziz, adviser to King Salman and
minister of state, and Foreign Minister

Iran and a commiiment to the political and
gecurity stability of the Islamic Republic,
Saudli Aralda severed diplomatic ties with
Iran in January 2006 after Iranian extrem-
ists attncked Saudi diplomatic missions
in Tehran and Mashhad. This led to a
period of heightened tenstons, negatively
impacting regional peace, espectally with
Iran's external procdes in lrag, Yemen and
Lebanon targeting Saudi security amd
causing damage to econarmic, civilian and
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reached an agreement to resume diplo-
matic relations and reopen their embassies
and missions within two months”

Iran appainted Mohammed Beza Nour
Shahroudi as its ambassador to Riyvadh,
while Al-Anazi became Saudi Arahia's
ambassador (o Tehran,

In recent months, both ambassadors
have engzaged in various visits and activi-
tles in their respective capitals, practicing
cautions yel active public diplomacy,

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
was o cease supporting cells that comduct
sabatage operaltbons within Saudi Arabia.

S0 far, in the securily arena, Imn
appcars to be complving and a key
element is solidiflying the previously
known “Nayef-Rouhanl Agreement,”
named after then-Sawdi Intertor Minister
Prince Nayel bin Abdulaziz and lormer
Iranian National Sccunty Council Secre-
tary Hassan Rouhani.

US is punishing itself by undermining international law

the Jahinsomn, the
speker of the House
of the Representatives,
last woek said he was
constdering introduc-
ing legislation o sanc-
tion International Criminal Coart officials.
He added that the US does nod consider
any legal system to be above American
sovercipntly. However, this attitude greatly

Karim Khan sald in a media interview
that he recetved a call from a sendor leader,
who told him that the ICC was “built for
Africa and thugs like Putin” This should
be extremely embarrassing for the West,
Though Khan did not name the official,
the official position of the US has not been
far from such a statement. Hence, the 1S
expects the world 1o abide by the decisions
of the institution it set up o ensure its

DR. DANIA KOLEILAT KHATIB

2009, was able to attract cotuntries with
hige populations and gross domestic
products like China and India. And the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, which
grathers Eurasian countries, has been
chescribed as a rival to NATO,

These organizations, which have been
emerging over the Llast 20 years, have
been challenging the postwar order, in
which global politics is US and Europee-

ahove American sovereignty. However,
this is exactly the delinition of intermna-
tional law. It 15 an intermational body
above national sovercignty.

However, American lawmakers are
blinded by campaign lunding and their
desire to get reclected. This means the
natonal interest is being subjugsted
by special interest groups, There is no
clearer example than the statement

harms the US. Before any- supremacy in the post- centnic. EU foreign affairs madle by Johnson, Here,
thing else. it compromises ii Second World War erw chief Josep Borell was .i"., the interests of [srael,
its eredibility and com- At the same time, it is very wise when he alluded which are being pursued
promises an international It wanits to create nod ready to abide by the to the fact that European This self-defeating by a small segment of
syvstem Lhat favors the US, a system that i court’s decisions itsell, countries will have to attitude of the afMuent pro-Israel Ameri-
After the Second Waordd ' o ' This might have worked if either stand with lsrael or i “hﬂ:ll.ﬂ-{l : cang, come before the
War, the victorious states cin impose on we were Still in a unipolar with international law, He US Wi interests of the natlon,
put together a world order olthers butl with mament. However, the said the bloc would have (o the average The interest of the US is
that favored themselves. which itselfand LS competitors will today to state its position on ]Hl“ﬂl"iﬂll sl to maintain the interna-
Thn:' loseTs rn thie war, such lts allles do not take advantage of this last week's lqtnmal?mal thelr reelection IJ::nna.l order that suaran-
as Germany and Japan, Arrogance. Court of Justice ruling tees its supremacy.
were dismissed. The need mfﬂmll'h’ This offers a golden that ardered Israel to halt ambitions Israel is the mosi

postwar world order legit-

muzed US supremacy, Hence, it has a vested
interest in asking states to respect it By
saying that Israel and the US do not have to
abide by any system above thelr owmn sover-
eignty, Washington is hugely undermining
its credibility. It wants to create 4 system
that it can impose on others but with which
itsell and its allies do noed need e comply,
The rony is that the current Gaza war
broke out after the Ukraine war. If the U5
dioes not respect the [CC, how can it expsect
Viadimir Putin to respect if?

srm
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Incluoke Eha Wi e s narma, acdress, phone ard 1D

opportunity for countries
like Ru=sia and China to engage with
the Global South. The Western world's
attitude to the Gaza war has been a flagrant
demonstration of its double standands,
While Russia was crippled with sanctions
For atiacking Ukraine, Israel faces nothing
bt somne aocasional light criticism from
the Bidken administration,

Countries like China and Russia have
Already bepun tryving to create a parallel
gystem io the US-led structure. The BRICS
gronping, which was founded in Bussia in
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its Rafah offensive, In

fact, the international law he refers to is
one that favors Europe and the Wesl. He
urderstands that, il European countries
do not stand up and respect international
law, no one will. This wiall definitely
sirengthen Putins case against the inter-
nattonal community and the international
justice system.

Nevertheless, the US is still sticking
with its unwavering support of Israel.
Omne might ask why. Johnson's excuse is
that the international system cannot be
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flagrant example of the
US national interest being hijacked
by special interest groups. In a way,
lawmakers have been able to make this
compromise becanse, after the Cold War,
the national interest became a vague
concept. During the Cold War, it was
clear, Tt was about containing comm-
mism. Alter the collapse of te Soviel
Union and the emergence of a umpolar
world, the national interest became a
vague concept that could be influenced
by special Interests.
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To transition o a low-carbon
economy, we need (o use all
Lher toals at our disposal.
donn Podesta
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CC healthcare sector value

to reach $135bn by 2027

Sector spending in Gulf region is poised to hit $124 billion in 2028: report

Arab Mews ool

The value of the
healthcare sector in the
Gulf Cooperation reglon

is projected to reach $135
billion by 2027 driven by
rising investor confidence,
an analysls showed.

In itz latest report, real estate

andl  Investment  managemenl
firm JLL noded that inveslors
are increasingly becoming
mare optimistic  about the
healthcare market in the region
as Gull states push
transformation of the sector in
line with their coomomic diversi-
fication plans.

The study also poinled owl
that regional governments
are pushing for increased
localization to attain self-sustain-
ability In the healthcare sector,
a crucial [actor that elevates
investor confidence,

sandecp Sinha, head of Health-
care Consulting at JLL for the
Middle East and Africa, sald
that sector spending within GCC
alone 15 poased to reach SE24
Etlibom 1n 2028,

“Uncler their economis oiver-
sification agenda, countrics in
the GCC are driving the transfor-
mation of this critical sector with

[or  the

infrasiraciure development,
clinical -apalmlities, hiiman
capital development, domital

transformation, and estahlish:
ment of healthcare innovation

irvestors are becoming
miore optiméstic about the

heatthcare market in the region
as Guif states push for the
trunsTormation of the ssctor, Filo

FASTFACTS

@ Healthcare market in the
GCC region reached $67.9
billion in 2023 and is expected
to grow at a compound annual
growth rate of 8.4 parcent
until 2023 to hit $18.6 billion.

® Rising adoption of digital
haalth technologies, the
mcraase in sedantary
ifestyles, and the escalating
aging population are factors
propalling the market.

hubs” =aid Sinha,
Hi acched:
attracted more private oquity
compankes  and witnessed  an
increase in active deal-making.,
further positioning the region

“This has

a5 a key healthcare plaver
on the global stage.”

According to the analysis,
mare reglonal plavers In the
CC's healtheare landscape are
agoquiring local companies or
international brands o balld
their portlolios and transform
their business models.

In April, an additional
report  released by Ireland-
based firm Impactfol Insighis
revealed that the healthcare
market in the GOC  region
reached 5679 hillion im 2023
and 1= expected o grow al a

TECH

Saudi tech firm MIS invests
SIm in Elon Musk’s Al venture

Saudi tech firm Al-Moaxmmar
[nformation Systems Co. plans to
invest 31 million in a controlling
sake I Elon Musk's artificial
intelligence company, £AI Corp.,
according to Al-Ekhbariva.

The Saudi company clanfied
that this investment constitutes a
portion of A Series B funding
roaand, with a pre-money valua-
tion of 518 hillion.

As per its website, Musk's xAl is
focused on developing Al to accel-
crate human scientific discovery.

“We are puided by our mission
to advance our collective under-
.=-.1.=||||||i|:|];4|I:'I|:||' Hrverse,” 1 sive

Al-Ekhbarnya reported that in
January, MIS's board of direc-
tors approved the allocation
of SR40 million (3106 million)
i establish  an
portioha through sefl-financing
in global Al companies, aiming
o capitalize on growth oppar-
tunitees in this promising sector,

insestment

Additionally, MIS has achieved
the Cisco  Master Security
Specialization in Saudi Arabia,
shwcasing its capacity to deliver
slvanced, valwe-added Clsco
sofutions  through s compre-
hensive sales expertse, technical
skills, andd service offerings.

In recaEnition af  this

[TIGHLIGHT

The Saudi company clarified
that this investmeant
constitutes a portion

aof tAl's Senes B I‘ur|-|:l'r|E
round, with a pre-money
valuation of $18 billion.

achicvement, the company is
sl 1o be listed as a holder of the
Clsco Master Secunty Specializa-
tion in the Cisco Partner Locator.

Under the title "Understand
the Universe” Musk, CEO
of Tesla and SpaceX, alms 1o
advance the sector following the

introduction of major initiatives
such a8 AlphasStar, AlphaCode
and Inception as well as Minerva,
CePT-3.5, and GPT-+.

The tech firm, launched in July
2023 to rival existing Al models,
works closely with X Comp to
deliver its technology o over
00 million users of the X app,
formerly Twitter.

Sanchi Arabila continues
o invest in the tech secior,
aiming f[or susfainable global
developmeni by playing a
paviotal rmoke in Al

Al the third GV finance minis-
ters’ meeting under the Italian
presidency in Stresa, Italy, Saudi
Minester Maohammed
Al-Jadaan highhighted the
Ringdom's dhedication to
advancing Al technology for
inclusive growth.

This effort aligns with Sandi
Arabia® National Strategy lor
Data and Al which seeks to
estallish the Eingdom as a global
tech leader by 2030,

Fipance

.

compound annual growth rate
of 64 percent untl 2023 to
hit £118.6 billion.

According to that release, the
rising adoption of digital health

technologies, the increase in
sedentary  lifesivies, and the
escalating aging populatkon are
factaors propelling the market.

Earlier in May, Adeel Khein,
d partner in MHiver Wyman's
India, Middle East, and Alrica
health and Life sciences practice,
told Arab News that Saadi
Arabias bold healthcare reforms
promise valuable lessons for the
region and beyond,

He added that the kingdom
has embarked on a journcy to
prioritize the health and well-
being of its cltizens, laying a
robust foundation for progress.

"saudi  Arabias  ambitions
healthcare reforms stamd ool
foi thelr scabe, complexity, and
rapid timelrame. This unegue
approach  will undoubtediy
offer valuable lessons learned
for the IMEA reglon and
bsevanucl” sadd Khelrd.

HALAL

PIF firm
invesitsin
Singapore’s
cosmelics
company

raky Nows Fyaon

In & bid to bocalize the Bingdom's
COsme s :||1r|. LIIl"l'!I-.IZ!IHiIl |
mndustry, the Halal Prodocts
Development Co. announced an
invesiment in a Singapore-hased
fast-moving  oonsumer  @oodds
conglonerate,

The Public Investment Fund
-owmed  company  sigmed g
hinding agreement with
Beliesve — a company special-
izing in the halal cosmetics and
personal care feld. As per the
agreement, the company will
relocate s headguarters rom
Singapore o Saudi Arabia and
establish a factory to manufac-
ture iis products, the Saudi Press
Agency  repories]. The new
headgquarters will also serve as
a major center for exporting the
company'’s products o various
couniries of the wared,

HSBC honoured at Euromoney
2024 Awards for Excellence

Magazine has

Eurvanoaey

homoured HSBC in a series of
sipmificant regional awards at

its M¥2E Awards  for
Excellence PrOETANITNE,
H5BC  was  named “Bes
Investmeni Beank  in the

Middie East’, "Best Bank for
Sustainable  Finance',  amml
Best Bank for Finaneinge' in
the region.

Liv acdelition, HSBC was nensed
the “World's Besi Bank for
[slamic  Financing' in the
Furvanoney Islamic  Finanoe
wards 2024 alongside
aceolades for  as "Besi
Indermational Islamic Bank' in
both  Saudi Arabla  amd
Malaysia,

Stephen Moss, Hegional CEO,
HSBC Middle East. North
Africa and  “Turkive  “The
Middle East is an integral part
of global Financing flows amd
s an important vobe o play
In a transiton that delivers
Both energy seourity and anet
pero future, These awards are
refllective of our scale  and
heritaee in the Middle East
which. combined with our

pehubaal network el
international expertise, gives
= the ability o connect
clients across the world 1o
opportunities in the Middle
Lasl.”

The region’s capital markets
have been a relative bright
spat ol activity in the ghobal
linancing Lnadscape,
rethesctive of their Increasing
international — appeal  and
resilienee,  Issers  in the
Michcle East and North Afirdca
raised over US 0 hillion in

20K while  the  region’s
LAveslors ar el Tering

international markets a deep
and alternative capltal pool,

HSBC has contineed 1o belp
cliemts  awross  sectors  aned
geographies  to navigate
uncertaindy, o capitalize on
cppEortiity amdl foo re-open
markets, allowing access 1o
previously uavailalsle sources
of funding. In 20023 HSBC led
the  muphet  across the
linancing product suite in the
Middle East, cloiming the |
positions in the ECM, DCM,
ECA  Fimancing  and  MILA

e Lalibes,

Julian - Wentzel, Head ol
Cilobal Banking, HSEC Midedle
East, MNorth  Alrica  and
Turkive "Our strength acnoss
every  hvestment  banking
prodduct continues to make us
Lhee go-To bank for clients thad
are cmerging & some ol e
worlds  largest  and  most
significant  isswers anwd
iivestors. HSBC delivered ome
ol our best vears on record,
but we do so in partnership
with our clients.”

Over the course of the year,
HsBC comented its position
as  the Best Bank  lor
Sustainabde Finance in the
Middle East both by volunwee
anid valoe, and importantly s
A4 partner in supporting the
development of the megion’s
supsiainakle [irsmce
capabilities and regulytions,
Taken together, this series of
sl awards
demonstrate the breadith of
HSBCs network, the depth of
1= expertise, and ifs aceess (o
decp pools of linance.

Kilvirrinmial &l
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Iransaction trends: A weekly snapshot of Saudi Arabia’s point-of-sale activity
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CASHLESS SOCIETY

Saudis spent more on electronic
items during 4th week of May

Transactions at restaurants and cales amounted to SR1.64 billion. SAMA data shows

Arab Mews Hyadh

Sandl Arabla’s polnt-of-
sale spending reached
SRI1L.2 billion ($2.98
killion) in the fonrth
week of May, official
figures showex.

The latest data from the Sawdi
Central  Hank, also  known
as SAMA, revealed that spending
on  electronic  and  electric
devices surged by 5.5 percent to
reach SR240,4 milllon.

Beverages and food, wihich
accounts for the largest
share al 4.9 percent, saw a
8.8 percent decline, reaching
SRLEE hillion, during the week
from May 1910 25

Meanwhile, transactions at
restaurants amd cafes, holding
a 6 percent share, reconded
a slower decline of 8 peroent,
amounting to SK1L64 billion.

sauci  spending on miscel-
laneous goods  amd  services,
including personal care items,
supphies, mamnienance, and
cleaning, constituted the third-
highest share and witnessed a
31 percent decline that week,
reaching SR1L3E billion,

Diespite  composing  only 1
percent of the week's overall POS
value, spending on  education

recorded a minimal increase of
0.1 percent o SR152.48 millwon,
In the past few years, ths
sector has been allocated the
largest share of govermment
expenditure In comparison o
other divisions ol the economy,
Efforts  are underway to
revamp the educatlon sysiem,
aiming W equip the national
workiorce with the necessary

}

According to pavments has further boosted
mﬂ:::“ e usagee amd sales value,

i MADA l.'H.I'd:!-i are commonky
Development used at ATMs  for cash
Program is withdrawals and balance ngui-
to promote ries. As the number of ATMs
digital payment mhereases, so does The usage of

selutions. Fie MADA cards.

The mcrease i MADA card
usage may be driven by an
increasing: noumber of indivac:

skills to thrive in a technolog- wals and businesses shifting
ical  and  information-centric toward electronic  pavments,
elobal economy. ncluding online purchases, hill

The hotel sector experienced
the largest decline in POS trans-
action wvalue, dropping 109
percent to SRV ES million.

According 1o data from SAKMA,
3544 peroent of POS spending
peeurred i Hivadh, with the
total transaction value reaching
SRAST hillion. However, this
represents a L6 percent decrease
from the previous week.

FASTFACTS

pavments and fomd transfers,

which reduces the need for
physical ATM withdrawals.
Another factor oould be

the prevalence of contactless
pavment technology that allows
mdividuals o make quick and
secure transactions using their
MADA cards without physically

Rivadh has undergone consid-

erable expansion, evalving into & Data showed 35.44

a pivotal center for growth and  percent of POS lFl-ﬂl'll.'-llI"lE

progress, The city is wilnessinga ~ @ecurred in Riyadh, with
the total transaction value

SUrere In new businesses scttinge
up operations, drawn by s
vibrant economc landscape and

reaching SR3.97 billion.

» ; @ Spending in Jaddah

BUNIEEI:  JRUSpoCLS for imvest- fﬂﬁpmdﬁanlr. accounting

ment and innovation. for 14.3 percent of the total
spending in Jeddah followed 354 peaching SR1.60 billion.

closely, 1.3
percent of the todal and reaching

ACCan g 15

SRLED  hillion: howewer, it digital payment solutions in inserting tem intoa cand reader.
marked a 31 percent weekly  transforming the Ringdom into This aspect has  become
drop. The two cities that regis-  reaching 70 percent non-cash — popular for small-value

tered the highest declines in
POS spending were Makkah and
Madinah, with decreases of 11
pereent and 6.8 percenl, respec-
tively. The value of transactions
in Makkah reached SH380.98
myilion, whibe in Madinah, i1 was
SRA03.26 million.

According to SAMA, the key
edafective of the Financial Devel-
opment Program is (o promaote

payments by 2025,

The Kingdom's goal (o transi-
tion to a cashless sockely encour-
ages the use of electronic
payment  methods,  including
MADA cards.

MADA cards are often ned
for recerving Eovertiment
pavments, mmclhoding  salanes,
gsopcial bhenefiis aml subsidles
The digitization of government

purchases, reducing the reliance
o ATM=,

While the number of ATMs
may decrease, the overall trend
suprests a shift toward digital
and  card-based  payments
whereby Saudis are increasingly
comfortable with electronic
transacthons and use the teller
machines less frequently  Tor
cash withdrawals.
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Egypt's niw aconamis path, focused on structierl reforms to attract forelgn investmeant. has begun to yield positlve reeults, Srhottaratochk

Arab Mews Ryadh

Egypt’'s private and
Investment sector
experienced an annual
Increase of 30.2 percent
in the number of

forelgners acqguiring
work licenses in 2023,

Data from the Central Agency
for Public Mobilization and
SMatistics revealed a  signifi-
cant surge in the total count
of forelen nanomals  pranted
licenses, reaching 17,357 individ-
uals, a leap from the previous
viear's L3330

Of these permits, 7973 were
issuked for the fhest time In 2023,
comstituting a significant portion
of the: tofal inflhux at 5.9 percent,

Official fizures showed that
a total of 8384 foreipmers had
their contracts renewed, making
up 4.1 percent of the workforce.

Among the foreizn workers,

ECONOMY

LEgypt sees 50.2% surge
in foreign workers

North African country aims to strengthen its private sector

those from  non-Arab  Askan
coulries constituted the largest
group, with 6270 mndividuals
6.2 percenth.  Europeans
followed closely with 5,905
individuals (344 percent),
while Arabs  accounted for
3487 individuals 20,1 peroent),
AmeTicans ard nan-Arah
Africans rmepresented  smaller
partions, with 779 (4.5 percent)
and 662 (38 pereent) mdivid-
uals, respectively. The smallest
group  hkailled from  Oceanian
countries, comprising only 71
incividuads (00 percentl

Labor directorates issued the
majority of work permits to
foreign workers in the private
and investment sectors n 2020,

Franting =122 permis (A8
percenth. Investmenl  offices
Issus] 6,227 permits (359

percenth, company olices issued
2. 246 permits (12.9 percent), and

petroleum  offices  issued 762
permits 4.4 percent).

FASTFACTS

36.2%

Workers from non-Arab
Asian countries constituted

the largest group, with
8,275 individuals,

3447,

Europeans followed closely
with 5 375 individuals,

while Arabs accounted
for 3 487 individuals,

The report also highlighted
the occupational distnbution
of foreign workers, The largest
categary consisted of senior
eiicials, and managers, totaling
3,413 individuals (312 percentl

Professionals in scientific helds
followed closely with 4215
individuals (24.3 percent], while
technicians and associabe profes-
sionals accounted for 3337
individuoals (19,2 percent).
Egyvpis new econocmic plan,
focused on structural reforms
cmpowering the private sector
to lead growth and attracting
investment, has begun  to
vield positive results, said the

COUnIry's firandce minkster
lagi month. Mohamed Maadi
hizhlighted that despite the

harsh impacts of global and
regronal economic crises, Egypl
has seen financial  indicators
surpass budget estimates and
fargets over the past nine months
ol the fiscal vear 2023-24.

The mimister noted that this
suceess reflects the intermational
recoenition of the North African
couniry’s economy for achieving
better-than-expected  perfor
mance meirics,

FPOLICY

Xi calls for
more jobs
Jor youth,
migrant

worlkers

Reutars Srijing

China's President Xi Jinping
called on Monday for efforts to
promote high-quality and sufil-
cient jobs for college graduates
and migrant workers, while

presiding over a Politburo
eroup siudy session, state mecdia
Xinhua reported on Tuesday,

“IWe  shoubd) insist  that
employment of young people
including college  graduates
is a top priovity,” the Xinhua
report quoted Xi oas saving
at a group study session of
the Politburo, a top decision-
making body of the ruling
Communist Party,

The Xinhua report did not give
details on job promotion support
measures or plans,

The survey-bazed jobless raie
[or 16-24 vear-olds, excluding
college  students, was 147
percent in Aprl, down from 15,3
percent in March, official data
showedd last week,

Chinas  statistics  burcan
revised ite  methodolosy by
remmoving college students from
the survey pool after vouth
jotdess rate surged to around 20
percent last vear.

Xi also said the governmend
shrotld take steps o promote
the cmplovment of migrant
workers, guide them to return

(W should) insist
that employment
ol young people
including
college
graduates isa
top priority.
Eilingany

Chireso et

o their hometowns amd For
people to start businesses in the
couniryside.

He called for stabilizing the
income of people who |had
been lifted out of poverty and
preventing large-scale return Lo
poverty due o unemployment,
Ximhua said.

Companics amd indusiries
with strong job creation
capabilities will be
supported, the repor sakd.

China created 4.36 million

new urban jobs in the

Arst four months,
Human Hesolrces
Ministry data

showved, 36 percent
of Its annual joh
creation Lareed.

mermorandum of understand-
ing on Tuesday (o coaper-
ale on crifical and strategic
minerals as the E17 tries (o
dhiversify its suppliers away
from China and Russia.

The agreement covers ex:
ploration, extraction, process-
ing, refining, recycling, and
processing of extractive waste,
“Australia 15 a global leader
when it comes to critical raw

meatenials”™ EU Commission Vic

Presicdent Valdis Dombrovskis
said. "This partnership marks
a major siep forward in our
efforis fo secure 4 more sus-
Lainabde supply of critical raw
materials,” he said. Reuters

day with investors booking
prafils alter a recent rally and
pressure [rom the reduced
prabability of the Federal
Heserve rale cuts, while the
market awaited key US infla-
tion data due later this week.

Spot gold fell 0.3 percent to
2,343,909 per ounce by
0540 GAMT, alter nsing O
percent on Monday.

The balion fell below its
21-day moving average, which
currently stands at 82 348,
but was on track for the
fourth consecutive month
of growth with the 2.5
percenl gun in May,

Rewuters

Chart of

THE DAY

Apcording t0 o survey
in 2022, mobile phones
were the most esed
devices for gaming

in the UAE

Hogrng: atistn

GAMING DEVICE USAGE IN UAE

s of August 2023 In %
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

In This Economy?

KY LA SCANLON

For anyone tnpng to make
sense of disorienting head-
linas, thers s no better inter-
prater than Kyla Scanlon,

Through her witty
illustrations, cre-
ative analogies,
and insights from
behavioral econom=
ics, literature, and

Data

Uk retail sales
bounce back

in May: CBI

British retail sales bounced
hack in May after a slump in
April that could have been
caused by the timing ol Easter
and bad weather, while prices
charged by shops pointed to
the weakest nflation in
nearly four years, according
to mefusiry data.

The Confederation of British
Industry®s monthly retail sales
halance, & gauge of sales ver-
515 A YCar ago, recovercd
to +8 this month after tum-
bling to -4+ in April,

Maore retailers felt sales were
normal for the time of year
than at any other ime in
the past cight months, the
CHI said. Reuters

philesophy, Scanlon breaks
dowmn everything you need to
kmow about how money and
maarkets really work.
This indispensakile
handbook reveals the
hidden forces driving key
soonamic outoomes,
says a review published
on goodreads.com,

Record high
Norwegian oil
firms to boost
investments

Norwegian ol and zas investi-
menis ave expected to hit a
record high this vear and will
remmain strong in 20025, driven
by a siring of new develop-
mvenis a5 well as cost inflation,
a national statistics affice
survey showed on Tuesdiy,
The country’s biggoest busi-
ness sector now expects o
invest 246,49 hillion Norwe-
glan crowns (323,58 billion)
in 2024, up from a 2436
hillion crown estimate made
in Felimuary and exceeding a
previous record of 224
billion in 2004, Preliminary es-
timates for oil and gas invest-
ments in 2025 stood at 215.8
billion crowns. Rewters

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Throwgh our deep understand

ing of market needs, we develop

products and services to exceed
CUT Customers expectations,

Tony Cripps

Maraging Drector ard CEO ar S4B

Zain KSA, a provider of commu-
mications amd digfal services
in Sawdi Arabia, announced the
sifning of 3 supplier Anancing
agreement worth SRLEZS hillion
(#4333 millionl with Al-Rajhi
Bank to mmvest In expanding its
S0 network and strengthening
its infrasimeciure (o support the
business sector. This competi-
bvely rated fhhancing  solutlon
will enable Zaim ESA o expand
its investments in s 5G network
mationwice and enrich i portfolio
with innovative chigital solutions
and applications targeting  its
individual and business users,
ensuring they enjoy a top-notch
digital experience.

Sultan bin Abdilazre
Al-Deghaither, Zain KS5As CEOD,
saicl: “Af Zain KSA, we adopt an
integrated  strategy, balancing
between achicving our core goals
of empowering our indivicdwal
and business  costomers and
prowiding them with cutting-edge
technologies and digital scdutions,
along with macgmizing value for
our sharcholders and investors.
Simultaneously, our strategy
auppeerts our astute lesderships
ambitious Saudi Vision 2030 and
its goal of achicving a natiomwide
sistainable  digital  ransforma-
o, marking the beginmng of
a new ora of digital innovation
across the Ringdom.

“Today, this competitively
rated supplier inancing agree-
menl between Zain KSA and the

Zain

Or

RESS RELEASES
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| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

DIGITAL EMPOWERMENT

KSA to expand 5G on
back of SR1.6bn Al-Rajhi dea

G“".‘U Sirap bank
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Waleed Al-Mogbel, CEQ and managing director of Al-Rajhi Bank, and Suftan bin Abdulariz Al-Deghatther, Lain KEA's CED, at the signing ceramany.

naticnally renowned  Al-Rajhi
Bank underscores our jodnt
efforte: to foster an  enplehed
and inclusive digital experience
gcross the Ringdom., miormoring
Zoin KSA's strategy to provide
excephional  customer  expert-
ence and innovative services,
including distinguished sparitual
tourism services for pilerims.”
Meanwhile, Waleed
Al-Maoghel, CEQ and managing

HIGHLIGHT

Al-Rajhi Bank's financing
solution will enable Zain KSA
to axpand its investments in
its 5G network nationwide
and snrich its portfolio with
innovative digital solutions
and applications targeting its
individual and business users.

director of Al-Rajhi Bank, said:
“Our partnership with  Zain
K5A, the longstanding Saudi
felecom leader, will open up new
horizons for the development of
e Hi|1|_'|.|.-e:l|'||'.=- Fs e cm T i
fions and digital services sector.
Al Al-Bajhi Bank, we are glad
e be a key pariner supporting
Lain KSAs ambitious goals and
sirategic plans for nattonwide

digital empowerment,”

Through targeted investments,
Zain BSA aims 10 cement its role
a% a national champlon, powering
up Lhe Kingdom®s digital capabil-
ithes  and  infrastructure. This
translates to broader access to
cutting-edge  lechnology  and
digital services for evervone

individuals, businesses, and
institutions — paving the way for
a vibrant society and a thriving,
Enowledge-hased economy

FRESTIGIOUS AWARD

SAB named ‘best bank’
in Saudi Arabia by
Global Finance

sawdi Awwal Bank has been
awarded the “Best Bank Award
2024 in Sawdi Arabia” by Glolbal
Finance for the ffth time in a
row, The award is a recognition
of 5AER innovative banking
services and s efforts in serving
iz customers and enhancing
their banking expeniences,

The recoETdtion came
following a referendum in which
aselect panel of inancial experts
participated, considerimg a range
of criteria that included asset
growih, profitability, quality
of customer service, strategic
relationships, product nnmova-
tion, and other relevant [actors

Tomy  Cripps, —managing
director amd CEQ at SAB, saicd:
“Being honored with this prestl-
Elous awanl serves as d testament
to our bank's stratcgic vision
and excellence across various
departments  and  reinforces
DU CoOmmitment 10 Supporting
the ERingdom’s Vision 2030 in
the Financial Sector Develop-
menl Program. It highlights our
position as a leading fnancial

imstitution in coninbuting to
economic development.”

He added: “Through our deep
understamding of market needs,
we i |_-'|||;|- preiucts and Services
o exceed our customers' expec-
tations, emabling us o provide
dastinetive {14 ko alve
banking =solutions, contrnibuting to
achicving their desires and helping
them reach their ambitious goals.”

This vear, SAB continues to
sirengthen e leading position
in the banking sector through
sevordal achievements, including
the “Acereditation in Innova-
tion” award from the Global
Innovation Institute, which
makes it the first bank in the
Ringdom to receive such recog-
nitbon. SAERE was also honopesd
with the "Best Bank for Private
Banking in the kingdom"™ award
by Euromoney magazine. These
awards serve as a testament to
the bank™ exceplional services,
highlighting its strength  and
diversity in catering to the needs
of its customers with efficiency
and nnovative sahitions,
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This year's bateh is the largest graduating class to date with a total of 32T students.

ASPIRING LEADERS

MBSC reports 220% surge
in 2024 graduate numbers

In an l||.|1;|-|.'l|"r'-|'-|:|.:'r|l:‘|| il estore,
Prinoe Aohammed Bin Salman
Collcge of Business and Entre-
prenecurship,  the  Kingdom's
world-class husiness schood, has
annoamced an imcrease of more
than IX percent in its pradu-
ates this vear, marking the kargest
eraduating class todate with a total
of 327 praduates in 20024 compansd
to 100 in 20623, This year also marks
the praduation of the first Master af
Finance cohott.

The graduating class  repre-
serils a diverse group ol high
calibre professionals from  key
sociors  imcluding governmend,
technology,  healthcare,  and

bevomd, many of whom  hold
C-suite level positions. This diver-
sity  underscores  the college’s
appeal to those aiming to boost
their strategic thinking and keader-
ship abdlities.

MBSCs  existing  graduate
prograns (Executive MEBA, Master
in Management, and Master in
Finance) shovwcase a commitmend
o mocting the demands of the
bassiness and fnance sectors of the
vl tockay.

Dr, Zeger Degracve, dean ol
MBSC, sakk *The remarkable
morease o our graduates thas
vesur B oa chear indicator of MBSCs
growing impact and effectiveness

in the realm of bosines education
Cr hands-on pragmatic approach
not only equips our studenis with
ecssential skills but also insgilis an
cntreprencunial - mindsel  neces-
sary for todays amnd tomormow’s
beadkers. We aim o provide our
gtudents with the tools to emerge
as benclers amd catalysis for change,
ensuring they become pioneers for
YVision 20500

It is noteworthy that MESC has
been condibionally accredited by
thee Matbonal Center Tor Academc
Accreditation amnd Evaluation, at
Education and Trining Evalua-
thon Commission, from May 2024
Lo Apnl 2026

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Digital Protection

Saudi Insurance
body to promote

cybersecurity

Saucli Insurance has an-
nounced the establishment
of a sub-committee to en
hance the insurance secior's
resilience against increasing
cvberthreats,

The "Cybersecurily
Subcommittes,” the 1th of
its kind under Saudi Insur-
ance, was formed followning
approval from the Insurance
Authority. This new indtia-
tive will fortify the cvbser-
securily framework within
the Kingdom's insuranos
industry as part of ongoing
efforts to alizn with Saudi
Vision 20580 objectives of
digital transformation and
enhanced cyber resilence,

Learning Languago
Honor sponsors
Chinese language

competition

Homor has announced its of-
Ficlal sponaorship of the 23rd
Chinese Bridge-Chinese
Proficiency Compsetition in
Sawnci Arabia, being orga-
rized by Confuchus Tnstitute
al Prince Sultan University,
Driven by a continued dedi-
cation to promote learning,
teaching, and supporting
caltural and intelbectual
activities across variows lin-
puistic and interdisciplinary
domains, Honor chose to ool
laborate with Prince Saltan
University for this event.

The competition will provide
a stage For adults and college
stisddents m Sl Arabia who
are learning Chinese to dem-
onstrate their Chinese ability,
while stimulating their interest
in learning the language, and
enhancing thelr underssanding
ol Chinese cultiire,

New Features

Juniper Networks

upgrades Al-
native platform

Juniper Netwaorks, a leader
in secure, Al-native net-
wiorking, announced new
addditbons to ks premier Al-
native networking platlorm
that st the bar for proactive
insipht and antomation,
driving even more value
into the industry's leading
wired and wireless access
solutlons. The conypany’s
cloud-hosted wired, wireless
and access assurance prod-
ucts, driven by Mist Al have
been aupmented alongside
Marvis — the industrys only
Al-natiee virtual network as-
slstant — wilh new capabili-
ties that proactively find and
fix metwork, application and
SECUrILY essiies,



Germany's forword Thomas Muellier
addresses a news conferencs afoor o tralning
scaaion of the Garman national foothall tenm
In Blankenhain. eastomn Gormany, on Tussday.
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Sport News

FOR THE

DMMUNITY

"Top Saudi clubs expanding into
community-building programs

Al-Hilal FC, Al-Nassr, Ittihad and Ahli are leading the push in corporate social responsibility

Roazoan Baker Hivach

Samdi Arabla’s Ministry

of Human Resources

and Social Development
announced this month the
launch of its first Corporate
Social Responsibility
Awards 2024, marking

a new age of sustainable
development and
community involvement

In the Kingdom.

The CSH indtkative recognkzes and
[FispMres privale-sector (s oorme-
spokding to Saudi Vision 2050%
socin] responsthality objectives, [t
promotes kocal initiatives to imple-
ment miernathonal | stamdands,
eRtarage |'-:|-1|:|g:|-e'q|:li||r|_ .-:r'||| |
et rmplary corporate practioes,
Satcli Arabias spOTts
clubs, iraditionally [locused
on sports, entertainment, and
culture, are now cxpamding to
include community-building
programs. The CSH Awards 2024
will focus on these efforts, recog-
nizing imibatives that promofe
social development and  local
proeress outside of sports.
Teams  Inclading Al-Hilal,
Al-Nassr, Ditihad and Ahll arme
leading the push in CSE. They are
making signtficant progress
in vouth development, health
promastion, amd environmentad
sustainability. From grassroots
feotball programs for  poar
children to scholarships Ffor
pramizing young plavers [from
chisadvantaged b Kgrouinils,
these efforts are consistend
with Vision 2030% cmphasis on

eponomic  diversification  and
s pal transformation,
Furthermore, European and

Mewly crowned league
champlens Al-Hllxl are one
of the top chubs Invalved in
SR programs across the
Kingdom. L mahial_ EN

Asian examples demonstrate how
sporls clubs  advocate  sustan-
ability programs with broad
reach and impact. Forest Groen
Rovers of England is the world™s
first UN-certified carbon-negiral
[oathall team. Their environmen-
tally inenddly methods, such as an
anic pitch and sodar-powered
facilities, have spurred others to
PUursLtie EFeener sirategpes,
FC Bavern Mumch in Germany

exemplifies how clubs may incor-
porate sustainability into their
operations, with efforts such
as the Alllanz Arenas energy-
efhcient archilecture andd
recycling programs setiing a high
bar for environmenital care.
Japans Rashima Antkers have

mirmduced mnovative  sasiain
ahility techniques, such as
raimwater harvesting amd LED

lighting svstems, to reduce their
efvirotmental mparnt m Asa,
Also, China's ruang-
ghou Evergrande Taobao FC
has conducted large iree-
planting projecis to help with

reforestation  amnd  ecological

S s

1"III

conscrvation,. The  minmistry
hopes to develop a cullure in
which =zocial impact is synoay-
moais with  financial  sueoems,
resulting in a more  socially
responsible economic landscape
in Sauchi Arabia.

The award cnoterna  inciude
COMITENEY engagement, covirodr
mininl sustamability, and ethical
governance, emphasizing  the
orgarizational benefit of CSR activ-
ek, Sports clubs, as role models
for other businesses, have a unkgque
power 1o promote social ideals and
effect constructive change.,

Furthermaonre:,  communication

ard social media are essential in

promoting CSR efforts, mising
AW ANTTICSS, amicl miobilizings
support. Plaiforma such as X,
Instagram, amd Facebook e
prommofe  helr  sestan-
ability efforts, communicate with
followers, and iIncrease  thedr
mpact, resulting mn a more inclu-
sive and sustainabie future.

With good communication,
CSR programs in sports teams
can indirectly enhance profit-
abthity by Improving brand
recogmibion, incTeasing fan
cngagement, attracting sponsor
ship, and lowering cosis through
energy elficdency and regulatary
compliance,

i [

CROWNING GLORY

Joy for Jesus as Al-Hilal complete Saudi league campaign unbeaten

Arab Mews ot

Al-Hilal's coach, forge Jesus, on
Monday night expressed his joy
alter his title-winning team beat
Al-Wehda 2-1 to end the 20X3-24
Saudi Pro League season without
a loss,

Jesus said he s engoving the
best dayvs of his carcer with the
Rivadh gianis.

Mohammed Kanno o gave
Al-Hilal a ¥%th-minute lead, with
the home leam equalicmng i the
71 th minute through fellow Saudi

Al-Hilal caach Jorge Jesus and his players cilebrate completing an unbeatsn
SPL soason after the final-day 21 win ower Al-Webhda < 0ahial BN

HIGHLIGHT

FIFA award for devastating
displays in Mexico will be
up for auction on June 6 at
the world famous Aguttes
International Auction
House in Paris.

international Yahva Al-MNajei. But
Aleksandar Mitrovie scored in
stoppage time to ensure a final-
clay win for the "Invincibles”
"We were keen o end our

last match in the keague with a
victory to preserve this cxcep
tional lexyrue season, during
which we broke reconds after
gaining 96 points, achieved the
largest victory in a single match,
and we also finkshed the league
wllhaosan a boss.™ Jesus saicl.

"I expenenced many happy
momenis during my career
with the clubs 1 coached, bui
my happiness with Al-Hilal is
e than wonderful, especially
in this excepdional season,” he
concluded.

SAUD| PRO LEAGUE

‘Happy’ Ronaldo
clinches top
scorer award as
he looks ahead to
hing Cup final

Arab Mows (440

Al-Nassr captain Cristiano Ronaldo
ot Mondday nmight notched a brace
in the 42 win over Al-Ithhad n
Riyadh to close out the 202324
Sadl Pro League season with 35
enals andd clinch the top scorer
A,

Ronaldo opened the scorng 15
stoppape time of the first half aasd
chowailabecl thee bead in the 609th minute,

Al-Masers other goals
came from Abdulrabiman
(rhareeh
af] Meshan Al-Nemer
A5, while Al-Itthads
goals came from Farhah
Al-Shamrand (88 and
Fastsany s (Y625,

Ronaldos Hinad tally
broke the previous
recird belel by Abwderrizak
Hamdlalah, who scored 34 for

penallty, 7H) &

Al-MNassr in 201819, and was also
the sith timne in the Portuguess
: legreand’s carver that he has

'E'- frished o domestc beaguie

SIS0 &S L0 SOOTTT.

Before joining the Yellows im

Farmeary 2023, Romaldo had finished

RO SCOPER 11 Jesignie Campalgns (o

Sporting Lisbon in his native

Portugal, Manchester Unifed

i the English  Prember
League, three times for Real

Madrid in Spain and once with
Juvenius in [taly,

“I am very happy o end the
season with a viclory, as well as
with my record, which 1 was nol
cxpecting, but if is very important
i my career, Honaldo sxid after
thee wim over the Tigers,

“We himshed the eague well,
axcl oy oaar goal Bs to win the King
Cup, amd 1 expect the team to give
its best to achieve the title”

N
Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

In front of 15 000 fans

Germany begin
pre-Euro 2024
training camp

With the smell of brabwursl
Aloathng through the alr,
Germany kicked off thetr Euro
20124 tmining camp under biue
slies i front of 15000 fans in
the central town of Jena.

Germany are bksed in
Thuiringta, part of the former
East, for thetr pre-Eoros train-
ITRE CRITIJA

England will be based at the
game venne during the tour-
naienl itsell, whille Germany
will head south to Herzoeen-
aurach — the small Bavarian
willage where clathing gant
Avchicias 15 heacouirtered,

“It gives the team a great
feeling that the country is
behimd us and everyone sup-
ports us” coach Julian Magels-
miann saldd onn Monday, AFP

Tennls

Nadal: ‘difficulr
and ‘not smart’

to play Wimby

Hafael Nadal on Monday virtu-
ally ruled kimsell out of 3 Anasl
appearance af Wimbhledon
Lhas year, saving i will nod e
“smart” to do so before the
Clympics.

“Tean't condirm anyvihinge.
but 1 dhon’t think it's smmart
after everything my body has
been through™ sasd Nadal
after being knocled out of the
French Open by Alexander
Zyverey in the first round

“It will be difficult playing
on grass considering that
right after Wimbledon are the
CHympic Garmes,” AFP

Swimming

Sun eyesreturn
as drags

ban ends

Diseraced three-time Olympic
charmmpion Sun Yang hopes to
relEm 1o competitive swim-
MngE “as so0n as possible”
affter his more than four-vear
ban for a doping viclation
ended on Tuesday,

The Chinese freestyler
wis originally suspended
For elght vears by the Warkd
Ant-Dopang Agency (WADA|
i 2020 for smashimng vials of
bl chunmg a 2008 test, the
circumstances of which he
still disputes. AFP

Follaw Arub News
Brinfs all throwgh the
day hrabMows
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David Lynch tock to social medla

to tease something for June §.

bn & cryptic post ahared on X, the
filmmaker aurprisad his follovwars with
& vides announcement, saylng: ‘Ladies

mnel gertiemen, something s coming
along — for you to see and heor,'

[ heSix

Stage costumes

These six superstars have
sported Arab creations on
stage in the pasi.

Adele

[n March 3623, Adele showed

T a pown by Lebanese desiener

Zuhair Murad during her Las
Vegas resldency. The Grammy-
wianning singer performed her
L5th “Weehends with Adele™
concert in a ack beaded lace
EFOWT DY Lhe desisner,

Taylor Swiflt

Tavior Swift showed off a tulle
o with a wide skirt and an
embellished corset by Elle Saah
On stige duirng the “Eras Tour™
i MNew Jersey in May 2023

e

Beyvonce

Bevonoe hit the stage in o

custom-made catsuit by Lebanese

cesigner Georges Habelka on
her “ Renassance Waoild Tour”
concert in Germany in June 2003,

Jenniler Lopexz

Jennifer Lopez took to the stage at
the Citlzen VAX LIVE:
To Reondie The Workd show in
202 in shimmesring jumpsut from
Lebanese couturier Zubair Murad.

T he Coapeert

]
e
Elvanna

Palestinian Chilean singer
Elyanna performed af the
Coachella music festival in 2003
in an outfit created by Egyptian
fashion desisner Rafik Zaki.

Shakira

Shakira wore a ghittering red
ensemble by Lebanese labad
Charbel Loe for the clesing
ceremony of the 2004 Fifa World
Cup in Brazil,
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Amina Muaddi marks
BRITO capsule launch

Arab News Dal

Komanian Jordanian
footwear designer Amina
Muaddi celebrated the
launch of her BRITO
capsule collection,
featuring six varieties

of the BRITO slipper In

muted-to-neon colorways,
by sharing a behind-the-
scenes glimpse of the
launch party on social
media on Monday night.

I'he designer hosted a lianch
evernt in Milan In Mav thal
was attended by her loval
A-list fans, mclhueding
French moedel and actress
Tina Kunakev, wio has
Moroccan heritage; Italian
singer and actress Elodie;
and Gloreta Torcind, who
b5 & Ttaklan ||:':-.i|;'.|:|| I atil
the co-founder of luxury
Label The Attico, among
many others.
For the event, the }
designer wore a bright X

prange Blex dies (eatuning
A wrap-around skirl that ted

al ler wakst, She paired it with
malching omnge BRITO heels,
which are created [rom a single

bock of plexiglass carved into the

desigmer's signature Hared heel

Fesbdes orange, the
handcralled square-toel heels,
made in NMaly, also come in
hues of neon pink, electric
greet, bright blue, black and
fRUnsparent

Runakey, who fronted
Muaddi® latest campaign,
attended the event in a form-
ftting dress with o turtleneck
collar and short sleeves. She
sported a transparent pair of the
BRITO heels,

For the campalegn, Kunakey
(TEe 11 |1||||I:||;_;r:|]'|l1|~|:l {1y T by
fashion photographer Daro
Catellani.

This marks Eunakeys third
collaboration with Muadds, The
model shared her thoughts on
Instagram earlier this month
about waorking with the part-Arab
HeSIETeT Once agaln.

NTERVIEW

Arména
Munddi's brand
Is knowm for

its signature
flurad haels,
Aty Mmooy

Right: Tina
Humnakoy
Attamded tha
avent n o
form=fitting
dreoss with a
turtisnack
caollar.
nplfgran

"My admiration for vou only
deepens” Kunakey wrode,
sharing a pleture of herself in the
paal Tor the skodd,

*Season after season, each new
campaizn, vour talent shines
brighter. You continwously push
boundaries, and vour commdi-
menl to excellence s as Inspirng
as It 1s contagous,” she added. =1
couldn’t be proasder to be part of
Lhis jourmey amnd am so grateful Lo
shitre: Lhiis path with you, ot just
as vour meodel, but as your friend.

“Thank you for trusting me
gnce the very beginning. [ love
voiL ] dim so |1|1||_||| ol i amd T am
excited, and =0 full of love for whad
vou've bualt and what's to come.”

The shoemaker's label has
garnered a loyal lise of Bamous
lan= i:||-:'l|_|||'ir|;.; D Lipa, Giagl
Hadid, Kvlie Jenner, Hailey
Bieber Raldwin, Bevonce and

Jenmler Lopes

HEAUTY STOHI

(reorgina
Rodriguez
collaborales

with Faces

Arab Mews Clusa)

Argentine mode] Georgina Rodri-
ey Lok bo social media to share
images from her recent visit Lo
beauty store Faces in Rivadh Park
Afall. The social media sensa-
tion - partner to football kegend
Crstiano Rapalibo -
on Instagram eaturnng moments
from her trip to the store,
captioning the post, “Heauty
tirmee with erfacesmibddieenst ™
along with a pink heart emodi

Hodrizuez can be seen getting
an analysis with Faces' skincare
diagrnosis machine and trving on
sevieral of the store’s products

Hodriguez also took a moment
to coneratulate Ronaldo on
Instagram Stories as the Porta-
gupese foathallker - who plays for
Sauch football club Al-Nassr - set
A new record for goals scored
A Saudi Pro League season.

frieste] A nised

Adele in an Elle Saab gown.

FASHION STATEMENT

Adele wears Elie
Saab gown at
Vegas concerl

Arab Nows Dubo

British singeer Adele showed off
a gown by Lebanese designer
Elir 5aab duning her Las Vegas
residency. The Grammy-
winning singer performed

her 420 “Weekends with
Adele” concert mn a sheek black,
off-shoulder zown with a deep
V-neck. “Captivating elepance,
aradele graces the stage in Yegas
in {a) ... custom made Haute
Couture gown,” read a post on
the official Instagram page of
ELie Sl

f‘\ ew film fest in London seeks to ‘reclaim, celebrate’ Muslim identity

Tomorn Turkl London

A new film festival in the UK 15
on a misston o explore Muslim
experiences throwgh film.

The Inangural Muslim Inter-
national Film Festival will begin

on Mav 30 in London's Leicester

Square. The four-day cvent
features narratives from inter-
ratkonal Mustim [lmomn lbers as
well as prosdluctions mspired by
Musslim cultore and faith.,

=The iclea hehined the festival
1= abroul reclaimings our identaty

and celebrating it. For the
longest time, being Muslim has
felt like something we can't be
proud of " MIFF director Sajid
Yarda tokd Arab News,

Hie aclebecl: = Weve luad 1o hid
ok 1clentty, and the nmative
aroand our faith and identities
has often been controdled by
others.

“There’s been a persistent
frusiration with how (o chiango
those perceptions and how to
reconnect with wider audicnces
dnd commanities.

-
Dy ot 3¢ # BE DISC

n

||¢

Salld Varda, MIFF director.

“We want (o give them a
limpse IR our lives and
ived expenences, while also
showrasing the cincmatic
brilliance ol our creative

community and its contriba-
tions to cinema,”

The event will begin with the
Lomdon premiere of *Hounds"
(“Les Meutes™) by Moroccan
cirector Kamal Lazrag. The
filim [odlovs a father and son
i Casabanca’s suburbs who
make ends meet by commitiing
petty crimes for a local mol
untl & kikdnapping goes horrihly
Wrong.

The festival will include Q&4
RERRMITS, |:-.'|:||-|.=- andd AEWOrking

evenls i parinership with

the British Film Commission,
MNetflix and the BEC.
Creaniacrs have made the
festival as accessible as possible
1o wider audiences, Varda said,
“We wantaed 1o @nsure tead
the flms align with our [aith
and cthos, avoiding gratuitows
violence, nudity and overtly
sexual themes This makes the
cantent aceessthile to all, nod
just Mushims, bt also people
of other faiths and belicts who
mighit b sensitive 1o these
1550 es"



