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The Voice of a Changing Region

Jordan marks Independence Day
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Jorclanian Hags are on sale in Anvman as the country marked its 78th Independence Day |AFP
o Saturday, Saudi King Salman and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman congratu-
bated] King Abcullah on the oocasion and wished him good health and hagipiness.
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~ HAJJ 2024 PLAN

Saudl Arabla launched its plan
For Hajl that focuses on enrching

pllgrims’ expierdence and creating
a devotional atmosphere. P4

" ISRAELI FAUX PAS
Egyptian sports critic 1o
sue authorithes in Israel after

Shin Bet confused him with a
member of Gaza's Hamas, PT

— INDIA ELECTION

Voters in Delhi braved a
heatwave as they voted in the
pentltimate phase of Indias

weneral clection, PFB
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£1.2 BILLION VALUE

RSA business aviation
seclor scales new heighis

saudi clientele described as ‘'most discerming’

Dayan Abau Tine Riyacdh

Saudi Arabia’s business aviation
gector & experiencing a surge
fieled by the EKingdom's
expancling  economy.  signif-
cant goyernment mvestment on
infrastructure, and a growing
influx of hizh-net-worth
inckividuals.

Valued at £1.2 hillion in 20023
according 1o TechsSCl research,
thiz segmentl s projected 1o
grow al a compounded annual
growth rate of 858 percent
between 20025 and 20040,

Faridd Gharzeddine, captain
and CED of Dubad based priviate
jet company SkyMark Executive,
todd Arab News: “Saudi Arabia’s
private aviatdon amd charter
business have always been

thriving, serving individuals,
business  executives, govern-
ment officials, and special
mylssions,”

Ghargeddine suid his compa-
v s clients from Saudi Arabea are
often one of the most disceming
clientels and prioritize state-of-
the-art technological advanoe-
menis when selecting atrcraft
for thedr travel needs.

“These  clients  prioritize
excellence in service delivery,
emphasteing both technological
sophistication and exceptional
service  standards. They are
commitied to enhancing their
travel experiences o achieve the

utmost levels of comfon, safety,
and huxury,” he added.
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MIDDLE EAST WAR

&FINALLY
KSA FILM ‘NORAH

EARNS ACCOLADES
AT CANNES

SincE 1975

Israel pounds Raftah
defying ICJ's order

Spanish defense minister calls Gaza war real genocide’

Armb Mews Jecdodon

Israell alrstrikes and
artillery pounded Balah

on Saturday, as the
government dismissed
a UN top court's order
to immediately halt its
military offensive in the

southern Gazan city.

In a case brought by South Africa
alleging  the Isracli  military
operation amounts to "genocide,”
the International Court of Tustice
ordered Isracl to halt its Rafah
offensive and demanded the
immediate release of hostages

sill Beeslel bay Palestinian militants

But National Security Adviser
Tiachi Haneghi said "Israecl has
reot ard will not carmy out mihtary
operations in the Kafah area that
create  living  conditions  that
ool canse the destraction of Uhe
Palestinian civilian population. in
whobe or in part.”

Wiinesses  reporied  lsraeli
girikes or shelling in Rafah, the
central city of Detr Al-Balah, Gaza
City and Jabalia refuges camp in
the north, and elsewhere.

“We  hope that the court's
decision will pui pressure on
I=srac] to emd this war of extermi-
nation because there is nothing
beft hvere ™ sabd Uimm Mahamomad

Al-Ashaga, a Palestinkan woman

from Gaza City displaced to Deir
Al-Balah by the war,

Spanish  Defense  Minister
Margariia Kobles said the Gaza
conflict s a “real genocide” as
relations  belween  Israel  and
Spain worsen ollowing Madrid's
decision to recognize a Pales-
tirdan state.

“We canmudt ignore what s
happening in Gaza, which is a
real penocide,” Robles said in
an interview with TVE state
television,
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Embracing
your vision

for the future

Franklin Templeton, one of the world's largest
investment managers, has built a reputation on
embracing a global vision with local understanding.

As vou progress towards the ambitious goals of VISION 2030, Franklin
Templeton is preparing to participate in your plans for a prosperous
uture, We're pleased to have obtained the necaessary licensas 1o provide
financial services in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

FRANKLIN
- TEMPLETON

We look forward to being part of your journey.
franklintempleton.sa

Fipnkin Bampleton Francisl Company, UnR 209, Rubaen Plaza, Mortheen Ring g, Hithin Disteict 13512 Byadh, S50 Babia
Reguiatesd by CMA License na J3065-22 Al invesiments ental nsks irckading boss of pencipls irestment amounl,
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The Muslim World League welcomes
the declslon by the United Natlons to ;
dedicate an International day to
commemaorate the Srebrenica massacre.

Dr. Mohammeed bin Abdulkzrim Al=lssa
Saciratary- el Muoslirs Werd Leagua

KSA

foday

Riyadh
Cultural center

Al the “Tinfokding the Embassy™ ex-
libition, voun will be ransported (o
& futurisbic world on a SpaceX satel-
lite ortiimg a mecta-carth, explorne
artisis” imerpretations through
instadlathons inchading video, prho-
tograghy, and print media. For more
imformation, visit riyadhsa

Jeddah
Husenm

Visit the Tarig Abdelhakim
Center o explore a museum
hioasing a collection of artifacts,
musical compositions, and
visual and auditory matenials
showcasing the estecmed musi-
cian's legacy, More details on the
Saudl Events App

Riyadh
Nola Park

Fesals @ toar for vour riends

and Family at the beautiful Nofa
Wildlife Park, where vou can see
animals up close from the safety
of a caged jeep. More details are
avallable on the Hala Yalla apq.

The Twisted Masee will pash you

{0 your bimits, takimgs you deep inbo
the heart of Madakhel's camyons.
The journey talies you throagl
challenging terrain, reqpuiring vou
Lo e, swim and s ropes o navi-
gair the rupgred Endscape, Vit the
Hala Yalla aggy for more dictails.
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aucli Minister of Finance
Mohammed Al-Jadaan recently
met Bruno Le Malre, France's
minlster of the economy,
finance and industrial and digital sover-
eignty, at the Group of Seven meeting

THE FECTURES THAT gﬂhﬂ:ﬂ. THE DAY

in Italy to discuss the current global
coonomic cutlook and other topics of
interest,

Meanwhile, Vice Minister of
Finance Abdulmuhsen Al-Ehalafl
recently met Ethiopia’s State

ISter

Minister of Finanoe Semercta
Sewasew in Rivadh.

The parties discussed bilateral
linancial relations and other topdes
afl common interest, the Finance
Ministry reported on X on Saturday.
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TROUBLE IN PARADISE?

Jennifer Lopez

Amid momors of troahle in
ler rsarriage fo Ben Affleck,

q Ammerican acimess and singer
Jennifer Lopez was seen in

Los Angeles ina long-sheeved oatht that
hid her left hand, ondy for a rimg to briefly
glip into view,

Reports indicate that Alleck has been
biving separately from Lopez in a high-
priced renital progerty in Bremtwood,

e wis repesledly seen without his
westhlingz band, whach added to specula-
tions about their marmage, until it reap-
peared on his hand on Friday when Lopez
absn madvertently revealed her ring.

Lopes has allegedly prohibited qgues-
tions about Affleck during her promo-
tional appearances for “Atlas” as rumaors of
divoree continue o surround the coaple.

STANDING OVATION

North West

Rim Rardashian and Ramye
Wests danghter North West

J stode the show at a star-
stusdded Hollywood Bowl

ooncerl, reoeiving a standing ovation or
her acting debut as Simba i Disney's
“The Lion King™

North, 10, woaved the audience with
her performance of *T Just Can't Wal (o
B King,” alongside rencwned stars like
Mathan Lame, Hilly Eichner, Jeremy Irons,
Ernbe Sabeella, Heatlser Headley, Lo M,
Jasom Weaver, amnd EGOT winner Jen-
nifer Hudson

Ranve and “grandmomager” Kris Jen
ner proudly supported the voung girl
at the event, with the rapper seen in
a white hoodie and Jenner making a
stvlish statement in an animal print
el

Also in attendance wene Rowrt-
mey Karclashian and her hushand

1eRegion

Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup

P

Travis Barker, adding to the star-stadced
affair.

Kim supported her daughter backstage,
sharing photos on Instagram of thelr
passes ] character-themed cupoakes,

Morth opted for a more casual book,
wearing s velbow hoodie and matching
shorts with a fuzey hood and sHpgpers in-
stead of the typical Broadway costumes.

Earlier this year, the young star
announced her first album, “Elemen-
tary Schoal Dropout,” Inspired by her
[ather's debit albuim, “The College
Erropot,”

She also pamed recogmiteon for her
Feature on “Talking 'Once Again®
from Kanye's collaborative
album with Ty Dalla Sign, “Vul-
tures 1.7 which made her one of
the vourngest artists to.chart o
the: Ballboare Flot B0 at No,
30 in February.
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As part of Sauch Green Initiative
over 192,000 hectares of lad
have been revitalized in the King-
dion, more than 3 million wild
geedlings have been culiivated
ancd 49 willbon trees have bheen

planted across the country,
Sanch Press Agency reported.
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Joseph Rank

oseph Rank is Lockheed
Martin's vice president
and CEC for Sawedi Arabia
ard Africa.

Fank 15 a retived TS Army briga-
dier general who has ved inthe
hingdom: for more than five years

He served as acting depaty
assiEtand secretary’ of defense for
Middle East policy for former
secretary of defense James Mattis
in his kast posting in the Pentagon.

As an Arahic-speaking lorelen
arva officer, Rank [ocused on the
Muddle East for the Last 25 years,
with postings to five U's embassies
annd Middle East policy positions in
the: Permtagon, Inchuding with the
areny, jodnt stalT and office of the
secretary of defenise stafl.

Hie served as the senlor defense
attache in four US embassies: Thie
UAE Irom 2015 to 2017, Jordan
from 3011 to 2014, Lebanon from
2000 to 2011 and Yemen from 2008
T kG,

Iny ackedithon, Rank served in
Exvpd for a vear froan ER9E Lo 15555
and was also deploved to Sandi
Arabia, Iraq ancd Kawait for Desert
sheld Desert Storm from 159K to
195 wath the st Infantry Davision.

While working overseas, Rank
wis responsible for all aspecis
ol dheferse cooperation in the
coaentries he was posted 1o,
mciudimg training programs,
bilateral exercises and billions of
dollars worth of foreken mibitary
arwl] chefenese sale, with the infent
ol building capacity, enhancing
mteroperabality and strengthening
relationships.

Arab Mews J=ddoh

& The Badaro Farmers Mar-
ket located at Collese Sainl
Sauveur, Parc, Beirut, offers

the opportunity to purchase lo-

cally grown produce and have
a relaxing time over colles
with frends. The market will
run every Sunday until Dec. 26,
More details on lebtivity.com,

® The Chocolate Factory

al Theil, Lebanon, is inviting
people to fulfill a childhaood
dream to see, smell, touch,
and taste chocolate ina fully
antomatic factory and learn
aboit the production

process, [rom raw malerials o
end products. The tour takes
place every Saturday until
sSeptl, 28,

® Learn about the history

and culture of Bahrain on

this walking tour in Muharmag
with guides who will tell
visitors stories and facts
about the country that they
milght not find in books, To
register for the Muharrag
Cultural Walking Towur,

which will run until May

30, visit calendar. bh.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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Pecple inslde the State
Department are devastated by
whiat L'S palicy is enabling lsrael 1o do.
Annaiie Shebine
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GAZA CONFLICT

Principles over a paycheck

Appalled by deaths of Palestinians, several US government staffers have resiened over Biden's support for Israel

Ammn Telle | ancon

Lily Greenberg-Call
recently became the latest
Biden administration
afticial to step down in
protest over the White
House's handling of the
war in Gaza, amid a siring
of resignations from the

US Department of State.

Greenberg-Call, who left hes
prasiton al the Department ol the
[nterior m mid-May, slammeed
the Biden sdministration for
having “enabled and legiti-
mized” Israels onsliught on
the Gaza Sirip,

In her resignation ketter she
sald she “can mo longer in good
conscience continue to repre-
=eml this admimstration amicdst
Presidient  Biden's disastrous,
continued support for lsracls
eenocide in Gaza”

Biden's polley in the Middle
East has repeated]y come under
fire since the onset of Isracls
military campaipn in  (Gaza,
particularly over the supply of
WEAPONS 10 the larael Defense
Forces, which righis groups
sy have been oused to harm
eivilinns.

The Israchh mulitary™s Bombang
campaign in Gaza m retaliabon
for the Hamas-led Oct. ¥ attack
on southern Israel has killed ad
leasd 35,000 Palestinlans

[srael and senior guires in the
Biden administration have said
Hamas shares in the Mame for the
hizh civilian death toll in Gaza by
hiding in residential areas,

The day  Greenberg-Call
resiened, the Biden adminisira-
dom 1old Congresz i1 planned o
s B1 Brdiom in rew military ald
to Isracl, despite the president’s
opposition to a full-scale mvasion
of Rafah in southern Gaza. [t will
he the US first arms shipment
G Tsrse] sinee Buden ||:|||5-.|'|| 1S
transter of 3500 bombs earlier

Thirty congressional staffers marched on the House of Representatives in Washington D.C. on May 14, below, to demand a ceasefire in Gaza, main. AFF

should “abide by our oswn laws”

She told Arab News: "We
have systems in place within
the State Department (o ensure
that our weaponry s nol wsed
to kil civibans, with reouire-
ments put in place reguiring
recipient countries to limit harm
o civillanas — o Include bhoth
civilian populations and civilian
infrastructure

“There are multiple laws on
the books that we are [gnonng as
a State Department — wallfolly
ipmoring.” she  continued.

“Theres the Arms Export s

wag monlioring pan-Arab teaddi-
tional and social media,

"And 1 was secing and
documenting, and reporting
back to Washington, all of the
ETOWINE antl-Amerkcanism...
Nothing was COnvincing anyone,
and we had lost credibility”

Rharrit, who  previously
served as a human-rights afficer,
continwed: “I1's one of the things
that we (the US} are known
for and that we stand for, bt
every day T would see human-
|.':|:|'|I'-: vicdation afler human-
rights vicdabon. And it was clear

reglon was  belng
Enored  — and
that was intenscly
frustrating™

Rharrit (pletured)
sided that US palicy
in Gaza “is a failed
militaristic podicy that
has achieved nothinge
— over 35,000 Palestinians
killed, over 15,000 of whom are
children, the hostages remain in
Craza with their families in Israel
prolesting  aganst Netanvahu
andd demanding a ceasehre”

She added: “Despite all this
unimaginable suffering  and
countless attempts by  many
om the inside 1o shift policy, i
became clear o me that the
:-:I:::rl.L-.1|'|t|| s !'I'!'il'ltl.l'lll'.

"Rnowing that this paolicy
continieed o dehumanize
and devastate the Palestin-
ians, generating a vicious cycle
of violence, hurting all sides
invalved, while undermining
the US for generations left me
no choice but o speak ool
azainst the policy from outside
ECVErTIment.”

Preceding Bharrit in late
March was Annelle Sheline,
a foreign affairs officer in the
department’s human  righis
pureau, who lefl after tang to
“raise opposition on the msade,”
she told ABC News on April 1L

“Many of my colleagues,
peaple inskde the State Depart-
ment, are devastated by syl
LIS paorlicy is enabling Israel to do
to Palestinians inside Gaza™ she
safel, "They (the Biden admin-
istration)  confimie o send
weapons We've sten announee:
ments of new weapons, [Its
really shocking that this has
peen allowed © go on” In
Tanuary, former Biden appointes
Tarigq Habash, a FPalestinian
American, resigned from the
Depaartmenni il Educatian,
saying the US administration
“turns a blind eve to the atroci-

in the month. Contrad  Act, there's the 3 ]ty that wr hiad a doubic es commiited Against Innocent
The US government sacd §f Foreign  Assistance  Acl, Bkl dround T,000 aldd, we're stancing by our laws,  standard, and [ could no longper  Palestinian lives"
had halted the bomb shipment  the Leahy Law — there are Gazans have we're standing by mmternational support the policy or  the In his resignation  letler,

been waunded

sdrce Oct. T. AFP which he shared on the social

to prevent Israel from using the multaple regulations law, gdministration.”

munitions in its attack on Rafah.
Howesver, a lower chamber bill
on May 16 condemned Diden
[or the suspension amd voted
Lo overrice it

The vote prompied some 30
Congressional staffers to march
an the House of Representatives
at the US Capitol, calling for a
ceasefire in Gaza.

According to the Washington
Post, the US has made more
than 104 weapons sales to Isracl
since the start of the war in (Gaza.
The sales reportedly included
jll'q'-e':u-uull-|.:I;|.|-::I|'|| munmibons,
simall-diameler bombs, bunker
busters, small arms, and more.

Hala Hhammit, who stepped
down a8 the Arabic-language
spokesperson of the US Depart
ment of State in April after 18
veurrs of service over the Biden
acdminkstration®s pollcy on Gaza,
siressed that the povermment

that would ensure
what's happening i
oy waoullel e

hapypsen”
UrgEing the
EoverTimenl {d

foallow  thiose  hws,
Rharmit  said:  “"We
would  sutomatically
have 1o condition our
abd ancl, most specili-
cally, cut our offensive
military assistance to
[srael”

By pausing military
assistance W Israel,
not only “would we
PESLITe, hipefully,
that the IDF  does
not o into Rafah”
but also “rezain
credibility  amongst
Arab states as well —
that  we're  actually
conclitkoning . our

“And that could provide
leverage as well, both on the
Isracli side and with Arab states
W put pressuare on Hamas to
reach a ceasefire, We have the
:_|_I|:i|i|_'. 1o use our everage as
the U5, but we're not using il
at the moment.™

Askhed about her resipnation,
Rharrit saick: “1 never anticipated
resigning, and 1 certainly never
anticipated resigning in protes
of any policy.”

Buil the human tragedy in Gaza
"completely changed that.” she
fold Arab News., "1 could nod
in godvl conscience remain in
poverntment. After 18 vears with
the State Department, 1 decichil
Lo finally submit my resignation”

She added: "1 spoke up inter
nally. I made my voice and my
concerns heard, not based on my
persanal opinlons, bhut based on
what | was monitoring — and |

Diespite their expertise, Bharrii
gald she amd her colleagues
were  pol  belng hi=apd, “0Oar
coneerns, our feedback., owr
documentation of evervihing
that was happening in the

INNUMBERS

35k+

Palestinins kiflad in
Gaza since Dot T
(Ministry of Health).

100

US approved foreign
military sales to lsrael
sinoe Oct. 7 (WaPa).

media platform X, Habash said
hisz zovernment “has alded the
indiscriminale violence agains
FPalestimans in Gaza.”

He added: “Despite  claims
that Israel's focus is on Hamas,
its military actions simoltane-
cusly persist across the West
Bank, where there s no Hamas
= |-'I.'l:'l:l:'|.|l'|[.; Presemnce”

Ten davs alter Israel began
its Gaza offensive, Josh Paul, a
former direclor oversecing US
arms transfers, quit the Depari-
ment of Stite, citing “a policy
||.i.-.'||','.l'| YNl COICET TN
cnr conbinued lethal assistance
B sraed”

In a lelier Qe ]|||:-i[|.'r|. WLl
Linkedin, Paul saicd his govern-
ments  “rushing” to provide
arms to lsracl was "shortsighted.
destructive, unjust, and contra-
chctory 1o the very wilues thin

wie publicly espogse”
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News Saudi Arabia

Pligrims worldwide are converging in the Kingdom to perform Hajl, which s expected to run from June 14-18. 5P

LIFETIME JOURNEY

Hajj operational

plan launched

to serve pilgrims

Strategy puts focus on religious enrichment initiatives

Tareq Al-Thagafi Jedonn

Shelkh Dr, Abdulrahman
Al-Sudals, president of
religious affairs at the
Grand Mosque and the
Prophet's Mosgue, has
launched the presidency’s
operational plan for this

years Haj] season.

The plan focuses on serving
pilgrims enriching  their
religious  experience  while
ereating adevotional atmosphere
— amd launching 120 religious
enrichment mitatives  durnng
Haj Al-Sudais described it as
the largest religious operational
plan yet undertaken by the
presidency.

In his opening speech during
the inanguration of the plan at
the headguarters of the presi-
dency n Makkah, Al-Sudais
sail: “This years plan is the
largest since the establishment
of the preskdency with its purely
religious specializations.”

He explained that it was the
resuli of efforts of the presi-
tency's leams 0 preparation,
planning, and study, as well as
building on achievements of past
SEASOLS,

The plan 15 designed in
harmony and integration with
the various agencies working at
the Two Holy Mosques, which
collaborate and cooperate with
the presidency to serve pilgrims,
Al-Sudais added.

The plan for the Hajj season,
he sadcd, revolbved around various
religious  enrichment  paths,
which include numerous events
and  hundreds of  religious
programs encompassing scien-
tific and pukdance lessons.

Al-Sudais said the presidency's
plan this year was dedicated
o promoting  voluntary  ancd
humanilarian  work, meoog-
mizing the Two Holy Mosgues
&5 aftractive covironments for
siich efforts. This focus is hased
on religious and Saudi values,

which highlight the importance

HIGHLIGHT

The presidency’'s plan this year
was dedicated to promoting
veluntary and humanitarian
work, recognizing the Two
Holy Mosques as attractive
environments for such

afforts. This focus is based

an raligious and Saudi values,
which highlight the importance

of generosity and hospitality.

of senerosity and hospitaliiy.

The  spotlight  will  fall
on  enhancing the cxpern-
ence  provided by the Two

Holy Mosgques., This  includes
integrating meligious  digital
services, iInvesting in technolosy
and artificial intelligence, and
using applications and digital
media.

specific  religioes  intbatives
are being activated to achieve
digital leadership and o reduce
the barriers of space amd thme

throwgh the applications,

MARCOTICS SWEEP

Saudi authorities foil drug smuggling
altempls in Jeddah, Hail, Jazan, Asir

Arab Mews R yadh

Sandi authonitics recently made
several drug-related arrests in
operations across the Kingdom,
the Saudi Press Agency reporied
on Saturday,

The General Directorate of
Marcotics Controd arrested five
individuals for vioclating border
security regulations in Jeddah,
among them an  Ethiopian
female on a visitor visa who had
attempted (o sell 27 kg of hashish
afl amphetamine,

Meanwhile, in Hail, the direc-
torate arrested a Sawdi national
for selling 9.7 kg of hashish.

In another operation, Border
Guard patrols in the Al-Harth
governoraie of the Jazan region
thwirted an attemp (o smugele
27 kg of hashish.

Additionally, in the Al-Raboah
sector of the Asir region, Border
sl appre hended
five border security violators of
Ethtopian and Yemeni natiopali-
LHes attempting to smuggle 352
ki of g,

patrals

Preliminary legal procedures
have been completed, and the
selzed drugs have been handed
over to the authorities. All those
arrested have been referred to
the Public Prosecution.

The Saudi governmenl urges
anvone with information related
to suspected smugsling opera-
thons or costoms violations to
call the conlidental hotline
1910, the international number
~DEGLH 4208417, or to emal 1590
zatca.gov.sa. Financial rewanrds
are oflered [or valid s,

1 heSpace

@#e SAMA’s Account

Finder service reinforces

banking security

TALAT ZAKI HAFIE

he Saudi Cantral Bank, SAMA,
has launched a new sarvioe,
Account Finder, for retail
customers across local banks,

Thea risw Servics anables retas
banking customers with accounts at local
banks operating in Saudi Arabia to verify their
ownership through digital banking channels.

Additionally, the new sarvice will contribute
to anhancing and Erl.-.'ur'n‘lH b rﬂli‘-ﬁhilil'y
of the local banking system, as well as
reducing the risks of suspicious transactions,

unauthorized account use and
imparsanation.
Thisg servica undarsooras

the continuous commitmeant
of both SaAMA and the

banking sector to introduce
value-added services and
ensure security in e-banking
transactions in line with
international best practices.
It is warth noting that
SAMA has always baen very

persistent in implementing
certain security banking

maasures aimed at protecting bank
oustomers” rights and ensuring that
customers” bank accounts and transactions
ars fully secured, espaclally through e-banking

ohannals.

Furthiermore, SAMA, s pin:-n:ﬂn'ns in ﬁnsuring
the safety of financial transactions carmed
out by banks' customers, especially in light
of the globally chserved notable iIncreass In

I helieve thai for such
ciToris to work and

achieve their goals, bank

customers must strictly
adhere to instractions

related o protecting
their bank accounts

from being exposed
1o financial frand.

as soclal englneering scams.

Unf"-:rthrml.ul:r, financial scams hava decaived
bank customers across the globe and exposed
their transactions and accounts to potential
financial fraud, EI:I':IEl:iEIH-'!'l when :I-ualing with
untrusted third parties and revealing ther
banking records and personal information

SAMA has repeatedly lssued instructions to
all banks oparating in the Kingdom to iImplarmant
sevverl !IE'ltIIJI'i't:l' Measures agﬂ.-i-r'l!nt financial

frawd to protect customens” trensactions.
A scientiflc study conducted by Naif Arab

University for Security Sciencas
in cooparation with Interpal has
revaalad the valume of financiad
fraud crmes directed at Arab
countries via the intermet. The
study also revealad that five
types of financial fraud crimes
are most common in the Arab
waorld, with 24 criminal methods
usad to reach the victims.
Additionally, through an
analysis of 503 fraudulent
advertisements, the study
reveabed that the number of

dafly visits from potential victims to theas
fraudulent sites axceads 137, 000. The

top categories include investment scams,
business amall scams, romancs scams via

text messages and sextortion,

tha number of fraudulent wabsiteas and social

meadia acoounmbs, inl:IunIinE; the parsmtent
recurrence of financial fraud ncidents such

| believe that SAMA is doing a great job in
combating financial crimes, whether these
crimes are linked to financial or banking fraud,
or connacted to monay laundering.

Tadat Fakl Haf'z B an ecoromest and frorcisl sralyst K @TaletMsfls
Far Full worslon, kg on to wew ambraws com S thaapans

11e Days
FIGURES

Bomarra M s boar sl ()7

Economic cooperation

Saudi, hosovo
officials discuss
parliamentary ties

The Saudi-Fesovo Patiamentary
Fricoedship Committee, bed by
Fhalicl Al-Bawardi, met wath
Rosovo'’s Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs Ereshnik Ahmet
and other offictals in Pristins,

Discssgons el 1o
bocest bilateral relations and
parliamentary cooperation
between the Shoura Council
and Kosovo Farliament.

The committes met with
Podujevas Mavor Shpejiim
Bulligl and discussed municijpal
affairs. They also engaged wiath
locil companies, reviewing
Rosovo's future projects
and discussing cconomic
cooperation. AN Riyadh
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THE BEST QF THE REST

Border control

Saudi authorities
arrest 15,050
illegals in one week

Sansdli anet horities arrested
|7, 000 pepde i o Wil [or
breaching residency, work and
border security regulations.
A total of 10,662 people
were arrested for viekathons
of resadency Baws, whitle 4,147
were hedd over illegal border
Ccrossing attempts, and a further
2.2 for labor-redated ksues.
The Ministry of Interbor
sajd that anvomne found to
b facilitating illegal entry
i the Kingdom could face
imprisonment fora maxEmum
of L5 vears, a fme of up (o SKI
mrillion (S260,.000]), as well as
confiscation of vehicles and
property. AN Riyadh

x|

=
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Humanitarian mission

hSA continues

aid projectsin
Sudan, Lebanon

The Kingdom's akd azency,
FSreliel, continued its
humanitarian progect= i
Sudan and Lebanon.

In Sudan, Ksrelief distributed
G50 persomsal hvgbene Kits to
dhisplacedd aavd needy Gamilies in
FRosti, [n Waad Sharifi town, 33
food parcels were provided to
displaced families.

In Lebanon, ESrelief
continued its implementation
of the Al-Amal Charitahle
Bakery Progect in the districts
of Akkar and Miniveh,

The progect distributed
L3000 loaves of bread daily
to Syrian and Palestinian
refugee families. AN Riyadh

e Follow frab News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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Sulafa Allchunakz Hivards

Timeless Arabhlc songs
and heartfelt poetry
provide the inspiration
for Ghada Al-Shammarl's
digital art, which
showcases the Kingdom's
culture and society.
Al-Shammar™  first artwark in
2007 was inspired by i populdar
Saudi =omg by Majed Al-Esa
called "Hwages" which means
“concerns” in Enelish.

The music video provided a
coanment on society by using

gatire,  showcasing wormen
driving cars, skateboarding, and
plaving basketball — actvities

that at the time were not casily
accessible for women.

“I liked how they portrayed
women m the traditkonal Saudi
abayva. which motivated me (o draw
i, Al-Shamman told Arab News

For ome of her artworks
Al-Shammanrh was nspared by a
poemm by Literary icon Prince Badr
bin Abdul Mohsen and popularly
performed by the late Saadi
singer Talal Madelakh,

The drawing depicls a man
plancing at a woman who has
her eves downcast, with an oad
instrument  between them, and
the 1980 song tltle “Forgive Me”
wrillen in Arabic text above the
Hinstration.

The Sancbartizt sulcd that sl iries
to capture the poet’s feclings with
her artwork, adding: " Homantic
songs with descripiions of the
poet’s beloved have been particu-
lardy inspiring for me™

Al-Shammmart  dimws  inspira-
bhon from the beauty  within
the Hingdom's culiure, Many
of her artworks depict women

Napdi-stvic

wearimg  fraditional
dresses and gowns with draping
silhowettes and glimmering zold
headpleces and turbans.,

The men are depicted with
sinking features and wearing

iraditional parmenis like the
head coverings called zhutra or

INSPIRED BY CULTURE

Digital artist captures Saudi charm

Ghada Al-Shammari says art can be a means to showcase nation's rich heritage

saudi Arabia is all of
exciting Uhings, and

its diversity is what
Mascinates me the most.
hada &l-Skhammark

TR Jprl s 'l

shhemagh, and bishi, the men's
cloak commonly worn in Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf countries.
“sandi culiure and traditions
liave .'-.i;.11;|i_l'||'.=|||.l_|].' [RR] s L |
my work. Growmng up, 1 used
to think of Saudi Amabia as jusi
what was around me in terms of

Drawing from

the beauty
af Saodl

culture and
traclitions,
rmary of
Ghado Al-
Bhammunar
artworks
daplet man

artd weorman
in tradition

Mojdl-style
Earments.
InstagTImY”
EFLCE

environinent, customs, and tradi-
tions,” Al-Shammari said.

When she moved from her
haometommn of Hafar Al-Batin to the
capital Rivadh, Al-Shammart sakd
feer Irvendships and acoquainlances
showed her a new world of 1deas
that elevated her artistic vision.

She added: “They shared stories
1w gy, IhEpodrtand
kandtmarks, and lascimating tales
that were unigque {o their arcas,
This motivaied me (o bearn more
aboul my country amd engoy
drawing the diversity and differ
ences | discovered inmy artworks

“sawdi  Arabia 8 full of
exciting things, and iz diver-
sily ks whil [ascinales me the
mast. Each region has its own
heritage, traditions, architec
fure, and unique dialect, which
makes me ELEEr 1o learn myore
and create works that reflect
this beautiiul diversity,”

Al-Shammari =ald she selects
particular color combi-
natioms o cvoke the
cmodions =he ams (o
convey, opting [
brighter cologs for he
cheerful — and
wWiorks,

Al-Shammari graddu
ated from the College

vilaranl

STEEPED IN HISTORY

of Arts and Desipn at Princess

Nournh bint  Abdulmbhman
University with a bachebor's
degree in fine arts.

She acdded: “Through this

speciabization, oiscoversd many
artistic and historical aspects,
fearned about varnous artists. and
gof to understand their ideas and
philosophies, which transformed
my perspectve of my work"”

Her lowve of arl began as a child
when she would draw charac
ters [roan heer Fivorile anime and
carfodns.

“1 started focusing on drawing
from an educational perspective
al the age of 12 through YouTube
fitorials on drawing ankme
carioons, which sparked my artistic
oummey,” Al-Shamiman sadcl.

Shie added that art & importand
as it showcases the culiursl sspec
of a country and its hertage,
conveying its history amd Eraci-
thons that help define bfe in the
pasl andd piresent,

she sasd: “It serves
as a way o preserve
and transmit  this
eriame
Eeiealion o I|||'
next, secking o
document  knowl
pddee and memories.

W ane

Ancient castles in Sabya governorate reflect architectural heritage

Arab News Hiyach

The Sabyva povernorate i the
Jazan region 1s a treasure trove
of archaeological wonders, each
with its own uniqguee story.

Among theseis the Sabyva Archae:
ological Castle, whose origins date
to the early 20dh century. The
|':|.=-[|-|'._'¢I4-e'|_|-| 110 |||.'-.'1-::-|'_|.'. 15 3 fmLsl-
vistL [or any archeology enthuszast
of rescarcher,

The castle is situated near
Sabwva Avenue, within King Fahdd
sarke, Tt ks part of the present clty
ol Sibwi, which offers a view af
Waodi Saboya,

The Sabyva Archacological
Castle, an armchitectural marviel,

The Sabya Archaechagical Castia,
an architectural marvel, boasts
spachous rooms with high cedlings

and thick walls. =

bewsasts apacious reoms with high
cellings and thick walls, The
walls, adorned with beaotifol
peometric and flomal patterns,
are a testament to the skill of the
craftsmen who built them,

Local materials such  as
volcanic  stone, wood, and
limestone were used during
-|'|::-|1:-:[|'|||'Ii-::-|| SO AcCOits
stgeesl that the clav used In
miking bricks was sourced from
the banks of Wadi Sabya.

The u=se of volcanke stones of
varkous sipes and shapes in partic-
pdar gives the castle a wnigque arxd
captivating beauty. The stones
wiere obtaiped from voleanoes
near the oy, including Jabal

Akwa, located a short distance
prartheist of Sabvi.

The mosque, situated north of

the castle, was also constracted
using the same building
materials as the castle and other
stractures in the arca. It was

FASTFACTS

@ The Sabya Archasological
Castls has origins that date to
the aarly 20th century.

® A nearby mosque was
constructed using the same
bullding materials as the
historic castla.

intended for prayers and gather-
ings of religious leaders, dignl-
taries, and the people of Salya
Its mihrab, or prayer niche, stll
stands despite some damage.

Some  accounts suggest the
presence of remains of other
buildings in the vicinity of the
castle, opening the possibility
of  conducting  archacologhcal
excavations 10 reveal more
secrets about this sate,

The Ringdom's  Heritage
Comrmission o4 diligently
waorking o preserve the Sabya
Archacological Castle, pecog:
nizing s significance as one of
the mosl important .1I'-|'||:|-|'-::-||::-,'.'_-

Al sites i the Jazan regaon
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[taly resumes
UNRWA funding
in Palestinian
aid package

PM Meloni highlights support for efforts toward
sustainable ceasehire in Gaza, release ol hostages

Rsutsrg © o

Italy will resume Manding
for the United Natlons®
Falestiniam relief
organlzation UNKWA

as part of a 35 million
euro (338 million) aid
package, Italian Foreign
Minister Antonio Tajani
sald on Saturday.

Tajani made the commitment
during a meeting with Palestingan
Prime  Minister Mohammed
Mustafa who also held talks with
[talian Prime Minister Glorgla
Melond during ik visit to Rorme,

Metom  tolki  Mustala  that
[taly supported efforis toward
a sustainable ccasefire in Gaza,
the release of Israell hostages
held by Hamas and improved

humanitarian aid for the people
of (aza, her office =aid inm a
statermeni.

Forelgn Mindster Tajani  sald
£5 million woubld go o UNEWA
projects, with  the remaonder
chestined for its “Food for Gaza®™
initiative.

Naly was one of a number of
coarirees o Block abd for UNREWA
foflowing accusatsons by Lsraed
that some of the apency s staff were
mvolved in the Oct. 7 attack on
Israel that irigzered the Gaza war.

"Italy has decided to resume

BACKRGROUND

UNRWA amploys 13,000
people in Gaza 5trip, runs the
anclave's schools, primary
haalth care clinics, and other
social services, and distributes
humanitarian aid,

presaple i Graza, nins the enclaves
schonls, primary health care
clinics, amd other social servioes,
and distributes humanitarian aid

In recent weeks,  several

financing  specific projects  couniries have resumed funding
destined to  help Palestinkan the agency. Germuany said asi
refugees bt only alter Adgorous month i would resume cooperi-
checks that puarantee that  tion with UNRWA [ollowing
not ome cent risks ending up a report led by formeer French
supporting  termrorism,”  Tajani Foreign  Minister  Catherine
skl Colonna mto UNBEWAS proce-

UNKEWA  employs 13,000  dures for ensuring adherence o

CONFLICT

r

italy's Prime Minister Glorgia Melon| receives Palestingan Prime Minister Mohammed Mustafa in Rome on Saturday. Feobers

neutrality principles.

A total of 25003 Palestinians
have been killed and 80420
have been lgured 0 the Tseeell
military offensive on Gaza =ince
Ot 7, the Gaza Health Ministry
said im a statement on Saturday.

Istae] has said it is carrving
il Gperatons in Ralah, IIt'!-:|_I![I-'

Gaza war is ‘real genocide,
Spanish defense minister says

Reuters Sk

The Spanish defense  minister
sadel on Saturday that the conflict
In Gaza s a "real penocde” as
relations  between  Israel and
Spain worsen following Madrids
declsion to recognize a Palestinian
sl

[sraci has  strongly  mepected
accusations made agninst it by
Scarth Africa at the Internaticnal
Court of Justioe that it is commit-
ting genocide against Palestininmns,
saying it is wazinge war on Hamas.,

The remeark by Spanish Defense
Minister Margarita Robls in an
interview with TVE state teleav-
sion  echoed a comment by
Spanish Deputy Prime MMinister
Yolanda Idaz, who eardier this
week aben described the Gaz
conflict as a genocide,

"We cannot Enore what s
happening in Gaxa, which iz a
real genocilke” Robles said in the

e

Pasestiniars wounded in lsmaell strikes are brougivt to Al-Agsa Hospital in Gaza 2

HIGHLIGHT

Defense Minister Margarita
Robles says Spain’s
recognition of Palestine s
not a move against lsrasl,
adding that it Is designed to
halp and violencs in Gaza

iderviesy, during which she akso

chiscussed the Busstan imvasion of

Ulkraine amdd conflicts in Afrnica.

She also said Madrids recosi-
tion of Palestine was nol a8 move
agsainst Iseaed, adding that 11 was
chestgmied o hefp “end viodence in
Crza.”

"This 15 noi against anyone, this
i5 ot against the lsraeli state, this

is ned against the [srachs, who are
people we respect,” she saxd,

Iaraels campaign in Gaza has
killedl neardy 36000 Palestin-
ians, accopding to Gaza health
offictals, amdd destroved much
od the enclave. Israel launched
ihe operation to iry o elindeate
Harmas alter the Palestiniin groug
attacked southemn Israel on Oct, 7

sSpain, along with Ircland and
Norway, declared this week it
woukd recognize a  Palestindan
state on May 25, prompting an
angry response from lsrael, which
qadd it amsounted 1o a “rewand for
terrorsm” and recalled its ambas-
sackors from the three capitals,

Judges at the IC] the top UN
court, on Friday, ordered Israel
io immediately halt s military
aszah
cily of Rafah, m a |landmark
cmergency miling in the cisc
brouszht by South Africa accusing
Israel of genocide,

o the soullwm Gas

growing intcrnational opposi-
tion, to remove Hamas battalions
holed up there.

some of its hostages are also
Bings held there, 11 claims,

The city had become 2 refuge
for Garxans fecing fighting
elsewhere in the enclave,

After Rafah became a target as

SUFFERING

well, hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians fled the city.

“The occupation forces keep
the ity
oy east where ey invacked
but at the conter and the western
sides. They want to scare people
to beave the whole city)” said ome
Rafah resident,

under bomblng, no

More than one in four
Syrians ‘extremely
poor’: World Bank

AFP Beirut

More than a guarter of Syrians
live in extrerne poverty, the World
Bank =said on Saturday, 13 vears
into a devastating civil war that
has bhattered the economy and
imposerished millions,

The World Bank pubdished
fwao new reparts on Syria, which
found that “27 peroent of Syrians

- ghout 55 million individuals —
bve in extreme poverty.”

“Exireme poverty, while viriu-
ally  non-existent  before  the
conflict, affected more than ane
i1 Fouir Symians in 20227 and might
have further detenorated afler a
deadly earthguake last vear, one
of the reports said.

The quake killed abowt 6000
peeogale in the country,

Accordimg to the TN, about D0
percent of Syrians live in poverty,
while it was previously estimated
that around 2 million lived in

extreme poverty alter more than o
decade of war
e
economic meltdown in late 2005,
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
war in Ukraine as having eroded
the welfare of Syrian households
1 FECETl Yeads.

The civil war in Syria has also
ravaged the cconomy. infrastruc-
fure, and industry, while Western
ganciions have added to the
COUNITY S Woes,

The World Rand said “continued
funding shortfalls and limited
access o humanitarian
tance” have further strained poor
Syrians, who are already coping
with “soaring prices, reduced
aceess o essential services and
rising wnempboyment.”

The UN previous)y sabd that ils
humanitanan response plan for
Syria in 20024 requires more than
¢ billion but is only six percent
funiched.

The cited]  Lebhanon’™s

bt

MILITIA MENACE

Houthis
posipone

release of 100

prisoners
belonging to

govl forces

Reuters Caolbo

Yemen's Houthis sad they had
postponed the rebease of around
10 prisoners belonging o
srvertument forces (o Sundkay after
it had previously been anmounced
to take place on Saturday,

Abdul COader Al-Murtada, head
o the Houthl Pri=oner Alfairs

Commlites, sabd on X s U delay
was caused by "lechnical reasons.”

Al-Murtada said on Friday that
the sroup would release more than
130 prisoners in wihat he called “a
wnblateral humandiartan nliiative™

The Howthis lasd  peleased
presoners In April 2023 In oan
exchange of 250 Howthis For 70
governiment forces,

Houthis have launched repeatesd
drone and missile strikes on ships
m the crucial shipping channels
of the Ked Sea, the Bab Al-Mandah
strait, amd the Gulfl of Aden since
November o show thelr sappar
for the Palestimans in Uwe Gaza
War.

This has foroed shippers o
re-roule carge (o longer  and

hore eXprasdhye ilTeas :|[41I||:||:|
southern Alfnica,

The 1S Central Commamed said
on Friday that the Houthis had
Launched two anti-ship ballistic
mssiles into the Red Ses on May
=3, bl no impuares o damagse were
reported.

Houths L ks atlacks
on three ships in the Hed Sea,

Mediderranean Sea, amnd Arabdan
Sed, the group sakl on Fraday
However, the ship's manager alleg:
edly attacked in the Mediterranean
sakd there was no sign of such an
e,

The reported attacks are he
latest Ina months-long campaign
of Houthi sirikes against regional
shipping.
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UR literary festival drops sponsor
alter pro-Palestine boycott

Speakers pull out from scheduled appearances in protest over Baillie Giftford sponsorship

Arab Mews _ondon

The UR's Hay literary
Festival has dropped Qs
main sponsor over a boycoll
criticizing its links to Israel
and fossil foel companies,

Speakers and performers at the
festival pulled out from sched-
uled appearances in protest over
investment Arm Balllie Giffords
sponsorship of the event, The
Guarndian reported

O Friday, the festival said it
was canceling s sponsorship
dheal with the firm.

singer Chardotte Church and
comwclan Nish Eumar had eadler
pulled ot of appearing at the
el

In a statement on her social
media channels, Church =aid
sive had taken part in the hovoott
“in sotidarity with the people
in Palestine amnd In protest of
the artwashing and green-
washing that iz apparent in this
sporsorship”

Fossil Free Books, the group
that has led the campaign against
Bailbe Giffords sponsorship of
the eventl, has demanced that
the firm divest Irom compandes

BACKRGROUND

Singer Charlotte Church

and comedian MNish Kumar
had sarller pulled out of

appearing at the UK's
Hay literary festival,

"that profit from Ismeli aparthead,
occupation and genocide.”
More than 700 writers and
pubdishing  professdonals  have
sitmed a  statement by FFB
concerning  the Hay  festival
CArnpEign

humar shared the statement

online in announcing the cancel-
atlom of his appearance.

An FFB organizer said: “Hay
festival s nght © Iisten o Lhe
concerns of hundreds of book
workers who are working o
create  fossil-free amd  penockde-
firee [estivals,

"Hay must now develop a
hundmising polbicy that rules out
any future sponsorship by compa-
ndes that inwvest or profit from the
fossil fuel inchestry, Ismell occupsa-
tion, apartheid or genocide, and
arry other hnermsan righits abuses”

Hay CED Jubie Finch said the
festivals decision 1o cancel the

sponsorshapoeal with the Airm was
taken “in Heht of clalms rajsed by
campadgners and inlense presore
on arlists to withdraw.”

she added: "Our first prionity is
fo our awdience and our artists,
Above all else, we must preserve
the Ireedom of our stages and
spaces for open debate  and
discussion, where awdiences can
hear a range of perspectives”

Baillie Gifford began  His
relationship with the festival n
200 as a principal sponsor. A
gpakesperson sald: “It §s regret-
lable owr sponsorship with the
festival cannod continue.”

Gazaunder attack

Palestinians search for survivors at the site of an Israeli military strike on the Al-Daraj neighborhood in Gaza City.

o

| AFP

CONCERN

Rising cost
of medicine

in Lgypl

posesriskto

‘thousands of

pharmacies’

Layla Mohammed Coro

Pharmmacy owners in Egvpl have
vileodd conocerns about the nsing
cost of pharmaceuticals in the
coumiry as they prepare for another
price  increase  following the
Egvptian Drug Authormty™s recenl
reyiew,

That review followed pharmacen
teal companies’ request for price
ereases for various medications
bo "ol Tset the rising cosds ol prodoc-
tion, which have been exacerhated
by the devaluation of the Egyptian
poind against Use dollar”

The EDAs “decisions over
recent) vears to raise the prices
of certain types of medicine have
resulied in the closure of abouid
1,500 pharmacies” sald Dr. Hatem
El-Badawi, secrelany-Eeneral

We Face several problems
due to price increases,
including reduced profit
margins for pharmacisis.
Sami Saad

Pl sy (wra

of the Pharmacy Division af the
Federation of Egyptian Chambsers
of Commerce, adding that the
“uncontrelled” rise in medicine
prices has ot been matched by a
ooresponding  increase i profil
margins for pharmacists,

"We anticipate morne closures in
2024, he adcbed.

“Inn February, the General
Federation of Egypiian Chambers
of Commerce appealed 1o the
Cendral Bank governor (o reacti-
vate the bow-interest rate loan of
a percent for small and medium-
glzed pharmacles, capped a
EGPS0H0, R0 (B10600F T
phiaTMACY,

“The goal was (o safeguard
pharmacies  [rom ECOOmIc
challenpes such as low purchasing
power, cash payment demands
from pharmaceutical companies,
Hmted Nepeichiy, rising operating
costs, amd shrinking profil

IMArEIns.

MEDIA FIASCO CONDEMNED

Egyptian sports critic to sue authorities in Israel

after Shin Bet confuses him with Hamas member

Mohamed El-Shamaa Coro

Egyplian sports  oritic Mohamed
Shabana plans o sue authonties n
larac] for defamation after Lsraci
gerurity agency Shin Bet pubdished
s phctograplh by erdstake e ead of
an image of 3 Hamas leader in Bafah
whio it believed had bern kalled.

Shabana said he would demand
substantial compensation for the
darsage inflicted on him, his Gimily,
and his audience i the Epypiian
meecl i,

He also said his political career
was being damaged  [ollowing

the incident.

He sadd e would donate the
compensation 19 the “Palestinkan
cause — a cause we all Aght for”

Shin Bet sparked controversy on
social meedia after posting a pécture
of Shabana, clalbing that he was a
Haimas leader killed in Rafah.

Local  Ismach meds  imdtiadky
reporied  the  assassination o
Mohammed Shabana in Rafah,
a lesider of the Ralah brigacle of
the Al-Qossam  Brigades, using
an moage of the Epyphian mecha
personality.

However, the Isaeh  medhi

immeshiately cormected the crror,
acknowledging the fatlure of the
asspssination attempt, as reported
by Yedioth Ahronoth.,

The blunder sparked an indtial
sl medda  uproar, with  the
Ezvptian sporls awhience mecog-
nizing Shabana, making a mockery
of the incident.

The fiasco also mised doubts
abomit the capabilities of Shin Bet,
which nod only posted the Incorrect
image of a Hamas leader but akbso
fatled n the assassmation attempd.

Shabana told Arab News that
he came across a photo of himeself

tremding on social media, acommpa-
nied by sarcastic comments about
the Israeh army.

He sad: “I did med under-
stamd what was happening and
began reading to grasp what had
gocurred”

Shabana said some [Hends and
famaly also contacted him over the
phone to express their dishelief

He added: “They joked thai
the Ismell securty service lad
assassinled me, which made me
laugh too, But it did not take long
before 1 realized how  ignorant
and backward the Ismeli secunty

agencies were, fabricating ovents,
which makes me doubt evervthing
Ly =y

“l know that Shin Bet is one of
the sirongest securily agencies
Ezrael, and it unnaturad for themm to
make =ich a mistake,

“But I think the chaos in the Israeli
state made them Bbrcate or even
mishandle the acouracy of their
publications. “Perhaps they Goosled
the name Molammed Shabsana,
U Beacler in Hamas, and my pledo
popped up, =0 they published i,
which b= quite ridiculoas”

Media expert Hassan Makawa

saik “What happened is a major
blunder for the Isracli security
forces, Bat the bigzer blunder, in
my opinion, is that of the [smacl
mediia, which followed s agency
without verifying the facts.”

Makavwa said a simple interne
search would have  “unoovernsd
their appatlimg mestake.”

Makawi told Arab News: "It
clear that lsraed is not as strong as
they clidm, nor & their media as
relinble as it describes isell,

“Therefore, we must scrutindze
their statements and publicetions
as they may contain many lies”
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Students cccupy the Colleglum Broscianum area of the Jagiellonlan Universsty in Krakhow, Poland, during a pro-Paleastine profest on Friday, Acocemrs for =Sae=tine

SOLIDARITY

Polish students strike to
cut ties with Israeli academia

Students set up encampments at the

University of Warsaw and Jagiellonian University

Natala Laskowska Warsaw

Polish students have jolned
Lthe global movement Lo
end parinerships with
Israell institutions and
were occupyving the
COUNITY'S (O CAmpuises

on Saturday because of
Israels war on Gaza.

Students and alumni of 12 univer-
silics in Poland have been calling
of thedr management o pabdicly
chschse which Ismaell acadenmiia,
rescarch centers, organizations and
companics they have been cooper-
ating with and in what scope,

In apen letters to rectors, they
chemanded that the universitios
“boycotl Israch instilutions at
the national and Intemational

level until the occupation of
Palestine ends, recognize the
right of Palestimans to equality
and self-determination, and
recognize the right of return for
Palestinian refugees.”

As mo acton followed [from
university  aunthorities, on Friday
evening they sel up encampments
at the campases of the University
of Warsaw — the couniry®s largest
academic mstitution — and of
the Jagielbonian University — the
ollest and ot prestgions.

In a pant manifesio, the
protesters saud: “We will occupy
the university space with our
own hodies to demand action ..
we conslder opposing genockde
as our highest obligation™

Israch amrstrikes and ground
offensives in Gaza have since

October  killi=] 36,000 Pales-
fikcans with more than 8000
wounded, the wiast majority
children and women. Many have
lost their lives a8 most of the
hospitals have been Mattened by
bombardment and no medical

HIGHLIGHT

"We consider opposing
genocide as our highest
I:ll:lliﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂl:ll"h," students say.

assistance could reach them.
Protesting students say  that
failing to oppose the onslaaght
would mean tack consent — and
comphicity
The University of Warsaw 15
linked through a rescarch project

i the Ben-Gurion University,
whose Homeland Security Insti-
fute pariners with the bigges
Isracli arms manufacturers such
a5 Elhit Systems, Hafyel Advanced
Defense Systems amd the Tsraeli
Minkstry of Defense. 11 15 alkso
linked to the University of Haila,
which runs special programs for
lsraeli forces amnd intellipence.

“Ax g sfudent, 1 feel T shouldd
Bave a =y in what our university
i Investing and what its partners
are. We know that the univer-
sity iz thed to the Israeli army,
forces amd aparthesd system.”
Arnicszla, a sociology student
and one of the coordinators of
the sirike at the University of
Warsaw, told Aranh News

*That’ why I'm here ... [ hope
it will change something.™

RIGHTS

Millions of Indians beat extreme heat to cast voles

Sonjay Kumar fesy Lieh

Volers In Delhl braved a
swellering hreatwave i
Saturday as they queuecd at
polling stations in the penuli-
mate phase of India’s general
election.

The voting, which more than
a68 milllon people have been
eligible to do, started on April
19, Some of India’s 28 states and
cight federally govermed term-
tories completed the process in
a =single day, while others have
spread in oul.,

The sixth phase of the paoll
covered the capital, Delhi, as
well as the neighboring states
aof Harvana and Uttar Pradesh,

Protestors stand i the shade to cast
thair vete on & hot summer Saturday
in Naw Dwlhl, India. Featfsrs

Tharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal
and Bihar in the country’s east,
and Jammu and Rashmir.

In Delhi, voters gqueued to
cast their ballots despite the

lemperature soaring 1o
+4 degrees Celsius

humidity making it feel like
a6 C, acconding to reports —
prompiing the Election Commis-

sioft 10 deploy  parnmaesdies o

11 B
with

somee podling stations,
Whike there have been
concerms  over  voder  tarmoul

— with the first phase estimated
i have seen at least 4 percent
fewer people take part than in
201%9= election — Lhose who
arrived to cast their votes sad
there was no way the heat could
deter Lthem

"Voting is the only way we
can convey our feelings towards
governance. It i a decisive way.
To spend one howr in the line
afler five years 15 nod a big ceal
for us,” sakd Raran Sharma, who
wias voting in the East Delhi
constituency.

“We were complaining aboud
the heat, but ... it's a duly, it
like eating food. After every five
vears, the festival comes, we
have lo parbcipate in 1"

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Territorial gains
Russia says
capiured village
in east Ukraine

Hussia said Saturday its army
had capiured another village
i eastern Ulkraine in the latest
of a seres of small termitonal
galns For Mosdcow.,

The Russian Defense Ministry
saicl that troops kad "taken con-
trol of the village of Arkhengel-
ske™ in the Donetsk region.

The small frontline village
i located near the town of
Ccheretyne, which Russia
claimed to have captured carly
this month.

Ukrainian podice meanwhile
sadel three people had been
killed and two wounded in Hus-
sian attacks on Donetsk, wihere
e lad been over 1,800

sinkes over the last day, AFP

Regional tension

China ends
military drills
around Taiwan

China has ended two days of
miklitary drills arcumd Talwan
theal saw jerts loacled with live
munitions and warships prachse
setzing and isolating the self-
ruled island. The exencises sm-
ulated strikes largebng Tarwan's
leadiers as well as its ports and
airports to “cut off the island's
“Iloutsdd vessaels,” Chinese mibitary
analysts told state media,
Beyiing considers the
diemocratic island part of its
territory and has not ruled oat
using force to bring it under
it% contml, Codenamed =Jodnl
Sword-2024A°, the exercises
were launched three days
alber Talwan's President Lal
Ching-te took office. AFP
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‘Color in Nature’

JUSTIN MARSHALL THOMAS CHROMIN. SONKE JOHNSEN,
RON DOUGLAS, ANYA HURLBERT, JANE BODDY, AND FABIO CORTESI

This beautifully illustrated
book undocks
natura's colorful
purpose, revealing
how creatures

soe color as wedl
as :H'lﬂl:ll:lin;:_: Ii_g:h'l!
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Maldives seelis
casier funding
to battle waves

The Makdives on Sanrday de-
manded international funding
to battle rising sea levels, say-
ing the low-Iving Indian Ocean
archipelago was being unfairly
excluded rom the most gener-

LS BUPPOrt MAsasiUres.
“The Maldives is liable for

Juest U003 percent of glohal

emmissions, but is one of the
first countnes o endure Lthe
existential consequences of
the climate crisis.” President
Mohamed Muizzu wrote in
Britain's Guardian newspaper.
“Wealthier nations have a mor-
al responsibility to communi-
tles like ours™His comimenis
came ahead of a conference on
Smutll Island Developing States
that he will co-chair in Antigia
ard Barbuda Monday. AFP

on the important part that
it plays in animal

bBahavior, fram
raproduation and

commiunioation

to aggresshkon and

Vile act
Chile arrests

iwo people
accused in blaze

A firefighter and a forestry
alficial were arrested in Chile
Friday on suspicion of starting
a blaze that killed 137 people
i thee resort city of Vina del
Mar in February, authorities
said.

“An arrest warrant was is-
sued today against the persan
who staried ihe fires in Febrg-
ary i the Valparaiso region,”
where Vina del Mar is located,
police director Eduardo Cerna
told a news conference. A Litthe
later, the Valparaiso regional
prosecutor's office confirmed
the arrest of a second suspect,
an affictal of the National For-
esiry Corporation, the body
responsible for ighting forest
fires and managing national
parks. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Europe’s growing consensus on Palestinian statehood

he decision this week by
Ireland, Norway, and Spain
to recosnize Palestinian
statehood Prom May 28
carme as lile summrise m Eid-
rope. But while it was only
those three governments adding 1o others
Lhat already recognize a Palestinsan state,
1t wondd bBe wrong to focus entirely on the
timing of these decisions as divisive rather
than on the reasons behind them, and the
ETOWINE CONSETISIES 01 e WY BOrw .
Thal corgsenstis, almost universl
throughout Eurogse, s that there can beno
return to the false status quo before Choll 7 that
ondy a comprelensive resodution of all issues
enlceTing the West Rank, East Jeresalem,
ar] Gaza itsell will deliver the peace, securiiy,
and justboe all Falestinians and [sraelis
deserve, and for that to happen, self-determi-
matiof of the Palestinkan peajle i vilal, amid a
bwo-state process must be preserved.
Contrary to lsracli govermonent statements,
thie backeround to this week's recognition
of Palestine is not sympathy for Hamas o

a8
The very [act
of recognizing
wo states
implies complete
rejection of the
Hamas narrative

terror, bat the response of Israel to events,
[hir revulsion of Exrogse to the horrors of Ot
i has been followed by a sense of powerless-
ness of how 1o stop the conflict s immense
claareseee and sullerine, anc relurm Lo sopTse
track [or peace in the regaon

The Israeli sovernment s determina-
Lion to labed all Palestinians as terrorsis,
and thies any Palestinian state as & terror
state — a claim repeated in answer to the
announcements — has lost sympathy
abiroad, as has its stated view that any such
decisions oy aicl Hamas, Nothing could
be further from the truth: The very fact of
recognizing two states mmplics complete
rejection of the Hamas narrative of lsraels
destruction. Ireland™ leaders went oot of
their way in their explanation to recmpha
gize [srael's “right to exist in peace and
gecurity” and the importance of the
“winconditional release of hostages”

What is apparent in the announce-
ments, however, 1s the growing sense of
the inevitability of wider recopnition,
geelng it now not as the end of a process
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of bilateral negodiation, but as an elemend
within a peace process or a catalyst to
restarting it. This is a change from the
Paisl Errates'e, and 1is most crucial AsreCt
15 that it removes an effective veto from
those who have no interest in in the
sinceess of hilateral nesotiations.

Norway, nol surprisingly remembenng
Osio, emphasized the imporance of
process in iis own statements, reinforcing
the prowing view that recognition is now
vital in order (o preserve and promote
Lhe fwo-stale process. I slates trly wish
to encourage Lhis, so the argument goes,
then it is time to acknowledee fully both
the two states involved.

But not all European states followed the
lead =et this week The UK, Franoe, and
Cermany believe that recognition of the
state of Palestine = a huge decision, and
ey wanl such an act 1o eliher prromn gl
sommsthing, or be part of a process thal
15 moving forward. So, celebration in
Palesting this week is understandable, bat
ot sufficient. The Palestinian Authority

i= unahble toend the conflict, but it 15
abeolutely essential to demonstrate, and
pairsue in company with regional and other
friends, that it is doing all that it can to be
fit and prepared to govern. If so, then that
other European states will recoenize Pales-
tine becomes increasingly likely

The UK is Keen o cooperale on Hhe issue,
particularly with France and Germany,
but the announcement of a UR election
on July 4 complicates matters. First, no
rajor foreten policy commitment 1= likely
durine Lhe camipseign, especially one Lhal
might bind an incoming goevernment. But,
secoand, shoubd there be, as likely, a change
ol sovernment o Labour, There will b
prealer pressure on it to recognize Pales-
tine than on a conservative povernment.

Ihis weeks decisions, and the delib-
erations of others for the future, SlEEEes]
Lhere |5 sthonE and passioannle supor
for a political and negotiated way ool of
the current catastrophe — bat it will take
a greater response from both Isracli and

Milestindan leaders to deliver it.

The visit of the
Sawdi ambassador
to harbala marks
an important
milestone

Saudi Arabia’s message of cooperation to all Iraqis

P Vsl o Saichi Armbeas-
sackor fo Irag Abdulaciz
Al-Sharmman to Rarbala on
May 13 was no ordinary visit.
It was considered a sipnifl-
cant ancl hisdoric event, The
vasil of the Sauch ambassaclor to the shrne
of Hussein hin All, the grandson of Prophet
Muhammad, was the hishlight. The shrine is
a significant pilerimage destination for mil-
lions of Shiites, including Saudi citizens.
e visit of the Saudi ambassador toa
city revered by Shiites marks an importan
milestone, By visiing the shiime ol Tmam
Flks=ein and expressing admiration for
its beauty, the ambassador sent a strong
message of Saudi Arabia’s inclusivity toward
all Iragi communities, regardless of their sect
o cabltural backeround This visit demon-
sirales that the Ringdom femiuns impartial
and does not Bavor any particular sect.
Iraql sources expressed their support for
Lhie visit, stating that I8 refected a shared

desire betwer) Rivackh and Baghwla 160
cnhance cooperation and strengthen official
and popular relations. The same sources also
indicated that the majority of Iragis received
news of the vislt with great joy.

The religious authority in Nagal, which
has great influence on millions of Shiite
Muslims in Iraq and beyond, also endorsed
the visit of Al-Shammari. A reliable
gotree informed me that “the religious
authority knew about the visit in advance
anid gave the green lizht to the officials at
the Al-Husseiniya shrine to arrange the
ambassadors arrival and reception in e
best way possthle”™ The sounce acded:

"The religions authority believes that
Iraq should have strong relations with the
Kingdom because it 15 in the interest of
hirth peoples and the entire reglon”

Al-Shamiman's visit 1o Karhalka was part of
the Kingdom's religions diptomacy, whach
aims to foster respectiul relationships
between moderale pariies, The visil also

HAESS5AN AL-MUSTAFA
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ooVl I:l|_1.:|-:!||'.- appreciation for relgsious
giversity, s endorsement of communication
betweern different sroups, and its opposi
tion to any extremist sectarian rhetorc that
creates problems among Muslims,

This visit was preceded on April 26 by the
Sauchi Civil Aviation Authority announcing
a plan for direct flights from Dammam in
Lhie east of Lhe Kingdom (o the Iragn ity
of Nagaf, where the headguariers of the
“Hawza" (a seminary where Shiite Musiim
clerics are trained) and the shrine of Caliph
All bin Akl Taleb are located. Najaf holds a
uidegue paosition die 1o s culiural, religlous
and histoncal significance,

The intenton to operate direct fights
Vi Sanpdh cartiers Irom Dammam 1o Najal
comes within the context of strengthening
popular relations. It could also boost future
trade exchanges. The first direct Saudi
flight to Najaf will be on June 1. Most Hely,
Al-Sharmard will be there (o welcome i,
which means that the ambassacdor will visil

magal. If Al-Shamemar were (o vasel Nagal, ol
wotild be a trip to the holiest city in Irig for
Shiite Muslims and would show that he is
welcome by the religious authority there.
This pesture goes beyvond Al-Shamman
individually and sends a positive message
from the religious authority to the govern:
ment of Sawdi Arahia.

It i= also possible that Al-Shamman
will meet with Sheikh Ishag Al-Fayvyad
in Najal Al-Favvad holds a prominent
position among Hawza scholars and is
ronsidered the secomnd most influential
religioas authority in Trag aller Grand
Avatollah Al Al-Sistani.

OF course, the extrenists in baoth sects
will nod be ||.|.||;'|_'. with such mesiinges,
However, they are part of a Saudi strategy,
nixt just a temporary stance. This stratesy
aims to combat violent sectarian rhetoric
anil inerease cooperation with all Iragis
Rivadh consicers this to be in the interests

af Saudi Arabia, Iraeg, and the Gull
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Gantz puts Netanyahu on a three-week notice

h'n he called a press
conference at the end
of the Jewish sabbath
st week, Benhy
Gante, a member of
Israels war Cabinet
and leader of the National Unity Party, raised
expectations of a dramatic annoumcement.
Many anticipated that he and his party
had decided to part company with Prime

given the need to respond to the outrage. 1t
quickly became apparent that Netanyahu was
barely functioning as a leasder as he presided
over a government that included far-right
miessianic-fnatic elements with hardly any
diplomatec or military expenence,
However, it could equally be arguwed that a
decision to remsain in oppsosition, as keader of
the opposition Yair Lapid and hisYesh Atk
party did, might have been even more effec-

Minister Benjamin Netan- hve. From that position,
vahu's government, as i ii support for the government
has become obwvious that contl have been proviced
the supposedly moder- Netanyvahu, for when merited bat, equally,
ating influence of Gantz constructive criticism
on the far-right tendencies his own Eﬁﬂ'lﬂ-ﬂl‘."ﬂl could have been delivered
of the coalition was no reasons, has no when requirecl
longer able to serve sucha interestinending Either way, when it
purpose, if it ever did. the war or became apparent that
T!'l.l!: to his usoal, _ mm the Hcl.a.n}ja]m. for his own
hesitant form, however, egodistical reasons, had no
Gantz could not fnd in release “rhmﬂﬂﬂuﬁ Interest in ending the war
himsell the courage to or securing the release of

resign from the government on the spot.
Instead, e put ¥etanvahu on a three-week
modice as hee issued an ultimatom that
imcluded six conditions for their political
partnership to continue. If they are not met
by Junie 8, the government will revert to a
“pure” far-right version, without the more
maderate afety net provided by his party,
There was some rationale for National Unity
o jodn the government i the immediate
aftermath of the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas,

hostages, and that the killing of innocent
clvilians in Gaza and the utter devastation
rflbcted an the tiny territory had become
reckless, it was surely time For National
Unity to leave the government to avoid
becoming complicit in its actions and
tainted by s disastrows conduct.

It weas actually Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant, fmom Netanvahu's own Likud party,
wiho in & televised address this month
confirmed what we have all known lor some
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time: that Ismael under its curment prime
muinister has no plan for “the day after”

He urged Netanvahu to make “tough
checiskons™ Lo advance the non-Hamas
governance ol Gazi, whitever the
personal or political cost, becawse what he
cescribed as the “gains™ of the war wers
being eroded, compromising Israel’s long-

future of Gaza as one of his conditions for
remaining in the government.

Andther is that the return of all
remaining hostages s secured, Gantz
knows full well that the chances of
bringing any of them back alive are fading,
which s something Netanyiho and the
far-right elements in his government seem

term security. to be completely indifferent about.

In a rare demonstration of civil courage, Some of the strategic goals Gantz sel
which is a characteristic ot in his ultimatum to
Netanyahu completely .ii Netanyahu are unrealistic,
lncks, Gallant made it clear and nod even cormpatible
in o uncertain terms that IFNGantz'ssix with each other. as long as
el i conditfonsare @ e
mudlitary rule in II'H;' CraZa not I‘I'IEth-'.]lI.IIE 8, overthrow of HEJ'I:HIE-. for
Strip because *the end of the government example, even if achievable
:he-mil.:mlr}'in:ampaign “t:-,ﬂ will reverttoa m:u];l. requite many mn?t
w* i politcal el Aslonish- " P MEONS, OF EVe YeRi's, O
: . re’ far-righi . -
ingdy, he then conlirmed: pu Israeli presence in Gaza.
*Unfortunately, no such version This is, therefore,

AT I L incompatible wit
plan has been brousht for i ible with his

deebate and, worse yet, no alternative has
been presented in its place”

In other words, straight from the horse's
mauth, more than seven months into the
war, the Israchi government still has no
plan for the day after.

Giantz, a former chiel of staff of the
Israel Defense Foroes, added his voice to
this sentiment several davs later when he
stated the imperative need 1o establish

a vislon Tor ending the war and for the

other demands for the establishment of a
Joimt 175, Enropean, Arah, and Palestinian
administration that would manage Gaza's
civilian affairs, and the repatriation of
residents of northern Israel who were
evacuated from their homes,

MNetanyihu's response {o Ganlz was
uiterly dismissive, which should be a
clear indication to his party that its thme is
up and that its coalition government has
praassed] its sell-by date,

i an er marked by geopolitical
upheaval and humandtarian crizes,
the surge in migration o the areas
arciand the Sahara to the southern
shores of Europe perfectly encapsa-
[ates the distressing nammatives of our
tme: streeele, desperation, and exploitation.
The mass movement of people along
this migrant corridaor, long a subject of

imternationl concern, has descended inlo

Migration becomes a ‘dirty war’

influence, enhance their operations, and
entrench themselves in the region’s exparn-
sive ungoverned spaces,

Every vear, thousands of people die
and many more are displaced as a pesult
of viodent escalations linked to extremist
eroups. This persistent human msecurity
ndt only devastates local economies bud
also uproots communities, compelling vast
numbers of people to embark on perlos

what might most apily be Journeys in the hope of
described as a "dirty war” ii finding refuge or a better
given the convergence of life in Europe.

comflict, poditical autoe- Euraope should The exodus from the
racy, andd geopolitical pproac Sahel is intricately linked
maneuverings inherent . h to shifting regional

to the issue; especially migration dynamics, including the
when we consider Russias management firom  political collapse and
recent [orays mto a restiess the Htﬂ-llﬂ]‘.lﬂlllf ensming chaos in Libya
region abandoned by l}f]‘l.‘ﬂ'lﬂllﬂl that began in 2011, which
France, and later this vear, has transformed the

those of the 175,

The Sahel, a region that
hes between the Sudan's savannas to Uhe
south and the Sahara to the north, and
siretches from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Red Sea, remains fraught with multifac-
eted crises resuliing from combinations
of environmental degradation, extreme
poverty, persistent jihadism, intercom-
munal viedence, and decades of instability,

Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso bear the
brunt of this, as malign actors continuee
to exploit lecal srievances and failures of
governance to extend their own spheres of

srm
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collaboration

corintry nto a key translt
point for migrants. The
Intermational Organization for Migration
and other agenclies consistently repaort on
migrants in their thousands who attempd
Lo fraverse pertlous rowutes via Libya, onlky
to end up facing abhorrent human rights
abuzes. Many perish along the way.
Critics and humanitarian organiza-
thons also decry the et that official data
tends to underreport the severty of an
nnfolding crisis that is not fucled solely by
the quest for better economic opportuni-
ties, Between untenable situations in their
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home countries and the hormific uncertain-
ties about what fes in store at the end of
their journeys, for many of the migrants
who have already attempred dangerois
journevs, and the many maore sure 1o
follow, their actions are a desperate bad
simply ta survive,

The relocation of European political
di=course on the isswe to the other side
of the Mediterrancan, by political leaders
stich as Italian Prime
Minister Grorgia Meloni,
is a tactical but potentially

i

them in the middle of the desert.

By treating migration as the shared
challenge it undoubiedly is, Brussels
wiotthd then be able 1o speak and engage
with one voice, both within the bloc and
with nations in North Africa, to help
insulate its coordinated eforts on migra-
tron from shilting political winds,

In the run up to the European clections
in June, the issue of migration and the
bumbiing responses to it
have created a rilt between
the frontline countries

futile attempt to manage By mﬂng that bear the brunt of the
migration flows at source F.'l'ﬂﬂ[lll as the influx and countries in the
and transit points, mi : north of the continent that
Such measures are shared II"hEI“'E'II_EE'. are wary of funding futile
indicative of a broader Brussels would interventions.
et TAbeubloly S iice, e wd
: SIVE EeORICY O FIETE- PORLCAR, FAry, and
tion. This plays into the with humanitarian issues
hands of autocrats and one volee that entangle the issue

extermal powers such as
Hussia, which seem to be a step ahead in
their geopaolitical calculations.

What Europe should have done, and still
could do, is approach migration manage-
ment from the standpoint of regional
collaboration, rather than attempt to
compartmentalize engagement. This
could help to discourage countries
such as Tunisia from pushing migrants
towsrd Libwa and Algeria or, a5 an inves-
tigation by the Washington Post discov-
ered was happeming, simply abandoning
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of migration from areas
around the Sahara to Europe paints a
very grim plcture that is likely to gel
even worse as clandestine, opportu-
nistic actors continue (o capitalize on
the collapse of state structures and the
weakening ol security,

Moreover, the decline of European
willpower in its efforts to craft decisive
policies on migration simply compournds
a crisls that is as much about the displaced
a% it is about the geopolitics on which thedr
fates are dependent.
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The fund’s investment in Mepoeo reflects
the attractive growth opportunities in
promising sectors such as recycling,
retail, and building materials.
Muhommad Aldawood
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Mirmal Moroyonan Higoon

Tennis, tech and paper
production are just some
of the areas Saudi Arabia™s
Public Investment Fund
has reached into so far

in 2024, as the body
continuwes to drive forward
the Ringdom's economic

diversification agenda.

The sovercign wealth fund has
comttinued with the momentum
buili up in 200X3, which saw i
ke Investments in companies
as chiverse as London's Heathrow
Airport and Rocco Forte Hotels.

Its activities since the tum of
the yvear saw PIF revise its asset
slze on its webhsite, reaching
50252 billion after it climbed
to the fifth spot in a ranking of
afate-owned lnvestment g
Eations by the Sovereign Wealth
Fund Institute

This monumental nse in the
funds standing  followed  its
procurement of an  additbonal
B percent stake in Aramc,
boosting 1t=  sharcholding's
esfimated value o £328 billlon.

Here are some of the Key
announcements made by the
wealth fund so far in 20024

PIF's deal with

Bahrain Mumitalakait

to enhance investments
Cne of the prnimary deals
sigmed by PIF in the first guarter
was a memorandum of under-
slamcling mked wilh Bahrains
sovercign weakth fund Mumtal-
akat in March,

The agreement ams o
expand cooperation  betwetn
the two parties, enable new and
promising investment prospects
in Bahrain, and create oppsori-
nities for private companies in
both countres,

Yazeed Al-Humied, deputy
eovernor amnd head of MENA
Investments at PIF, said the
deal supports the wealth fund’s
ohjpectives of building long-term
srategic regional parinerships
that bring additbonal value to
local economies,

“It also enables the achiove
ment of sustainable retwnns that
furither contribute tomaximizing
PIFS assels and diversifving the
economy in line with the okyjec-
tives of Saudi Vision 20307
sabd Al-Humeid

PIY acquired 40
percent stake
in Zamil Offshore
In Februwary, the wealth fond
acquired a # percent stake In
Zamil Offshore Co., a significant
move that could boost marine
support services in Saudi Arabda.
In a4 press statemwent, PIF
revealed that this investment
15 part of the funds broader
sirategy  to contribute to
the  development of  the

The sovereign woalth fund has
comtinued with the momentum
bulit up In 2023, which saw It
make investments in companles
an divgrae ik Landon’s Heathsow
Birpert and Recca Forte Hotels,
Shuittarstaock

in Fabruary, PIF signed a
rvufti-year strategic agreoment
with the Associntion of Tennis
Professlonals almdad at
accalarating tha growth of tha
sport glabally, Soopled

Kingdom's encrey base.

Zamil Offshore Co. is one
of the largest Saudh-based
offshore  support  providers,

operating over 90 vessels in the
Arabdan Gulf,

Bakr Al-Muhanna, head of the
Transport and Logistics Seclor
in Middle East and North Africa
Invesiments at PIF, said that
this investment will sirengthen
the offshore support industry,
contributing 6 the fund's wider
efforts to develop Saudi Arabia’s
:'II.-I_‘I':I.:|'1'IITH'-.]|'!'-.'|II'|:I|..

P1¥'s efforts to acceler-
ate growth of global
tennis sports

In February, the wealth fund
sigmed a mulb-vear strategic
apreement with the Association
of Tennis Professionals aimed at
accelerating the growth of the
sport globally.

“Through our collaboration
with ATF, PIF will bea catalvst for
the growth of the global tennis
landscape, developang talent,

VISION 2030

FFrom tennis to paper, PIF pushes
ahead with its diverse investments

Sovereign wealth fund continues to drive forward Kingdom's economic diversification agenda
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fostering inclusivity and driving
sustainable  mmovation. This
sirategic partnership aligns with
our broader vision to enhance
quality of life and drive trans-
formation in sport both within
Sauedi and across the world ™ sagdl
Mohamed Al-Sayyad, head of
corpaorate brand at PIF.

Under the deal, FIF will
leverage ATPs  expertise o
develop farther ENja it i
nities  [or young Sauddis in
wicnnis, including the
& B

Through our
collaboration with

ATPE, PIF will be o
catalyst for the growth
of the glohal tenmnis
landscape, developing
talent, fostering
inclusivity and driving

ststainable innovation.
Mohamed Al=-Sayyad

Haad af Cofpor o

brand a1 P

development of state-of-the-art
facilities and ensuring the avail-
ability of necessary coaching in
the Kingdom,

The launch of Alat

Another sigmificant  develop-
ment in Febrmary was  the
launch of Alat, a PIF firm aimed
at ftuming Sawdi Arabia into
a global hub for sustainmable
technology manufacturing.

The company will pror-
iz constrecting  products

in January. PIF bought & 23.08
parcent stake In the Middle East

Paper Co, ks the fund continued
axpanding 118 Investmaents

tailored for local and interna
tional markets across  seven
sirateghc business units. These
include  advanced incdusiries
and  semiconductors, smart
appliances and health sodutions,
a4 well as smart device=s and
building technologies,

Alat will also manufacture
more than 30 product catego-
ries that will serve vital sectors,
|||1'5||.|1:Ii.||;|.; rodiie and coanmi-
nication acvanced
compuicrs and digital entertain:
ment, as well as advanced heavy
machinery used in constmction,
building and mining.

VSRS,

Acguisition of Mepco in
diversification push

In January, PIF bought a 23,08
pereeni stake i the Midddie
East Paper Co. as the fund
continued expanding its invest-
ments n the Saudi economy™s
primany sectors.

According to a  statement,
the body acquired the stakes
by Increasing capital  and

subscribing to new shares in
Mepon, Muhammad Abdawoaod,
PIFs head of the industrials
and mining sector in the Middlie
East and North Africa region. said
the fomd's investment in Mepoo
reflects the atiractive growth
pportuniies  In promisimng
sectors such as recycling, retail,
and hullding materials.

The Fund added that PIF's
invesiment in Mepoo  will
support  the prvate sector
in Sandi Arabia, boost local
content, MCrease eXporis  as
well as improve  quality  and
competibveness,

Sami Al-Safram, CEO of
MEPMCO, said that PIF's invest-
ment will help the company
become 4 national champion in
the recycling indastry.

“PIFs  investment
eraksles e

further
|::||||q-|||-|=n|.|r:ur|
o our expansion strategy and
captures  significant growth
potential, both locally and
regionally,” sakd Al-Safiran.

Completion of the
acqguisition of
Dubai-based Kent

In February, Saud contractor
Nesma & Partners, backed by
PIF, completed the acquisition
of Hent, based in
Dithai, after signing
i agreement in 2005

In a statement.
Nesma said that the
acauisition aliens
with the compsanys
strateg growth
sirategy  and  aims
i position the frm
s a pglobal leader
in the construction
industry.

“The acquizition of Kent repre-
sents a signiflcant milestone fo
Nesma & Partmers, reinlorcing
our commitment to expanding
our capabilities and enhancing
our position im the global
market” sawd Samer  Abdul
Samad, president and CEQ of
Nesma & Partners.

Accaording to the acguisition
cetails, Kent and Nesma do nod
plan to integrate operations, and
bBoth firms will continue  their
existing projects.

PIF aims to

strengthen electric
maotorsports sector

In Jamnuary, the wealth fund
signed a  multi-vear agree-
ment named Electric 360 with
Formula E, Extreme E and El fo
support the growth of electric
motorsports and their role in
advancing the [uture of elecine
mhility.

In a press statement, PIF
stidd the partnership will drive
technodogical
Al reviolutonize
able transport  and
by,  ultimately
CArsOn emi=sions.

INNOVELHID

sLsAAL-

future
reducing
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Business Saudi Arabia

EXPANSION

Private aviation soars as more

businesses take to the skies

Sector set to grow at compounded annual growth rate of 8.88 percent between 2025 and 2029

Dayan Abou Time Hlvadh

Saudi Arabla’s

business aviation
sector is experiencing

a surge faeled by the
Kingdoms expanding
economy, significant
government investment
on infrastructure, and a

growing influx of high-
net-worth individuals.

Valued at $1.2 billion in 2023
acconding to TechSCI research,
this segment is projecied to grow
at a compounded anmeal growth
rate of B.B8 percent between
2025 ancd 2020,

It was also highlighted in
the General Authority of Civil
Aviation’s roadmap unveiled at
Hivadh's Future Aviation Forom
in May. The roadmap aims to
support the Kingdom's dewvel-
opment as a global high-value
batisaneess amd tonarist destination.

Additionally, it targets a
tenfodd increase in the contribu-
Hom to gross domestic product
by the general aviation sector to
52 billion by 2030, covering the
business jel segment, including
charier, private, amd corporate
planes.

Farid OGharzeddine, captain
and CEC of Dubai based private
jot company SkyMark Execu-
tive, told Arab News: “Sandi
Aralia’s private aviation
and charter business have
always been thnving, serving
imdividuals, business execu-
tives, sovernment officials, and
special nulsslons.”

He adched: = In 2023, this sector
expericnced signihcant growth
driven by the Kingdom's Vision
2030 and its elforts to diver-
sify away from o, particulardy
through the promotion of sectors
sisch &s tourism and entertain-
ment. These nitlatives had a
sbstantial impact on the private
charter industry, mfuencing
both destinations and clicntele.”

During this tmeframe, he
explained that SkyMark Execu-
tive, functioning as a private
aircraft provider, observed a
significant uptick In reqguests
[or flights transporting (ounsts,
entertainers, and artists [rom
abroad 1o emerging  destina-
tions such as AlUla, the Red Sea
alrport, and others.

The Red Sea International
Airport, located within three
hours' Aving time of 250 million
people, launched its frst inter-
national Mights earlier this year,

With a capacity to serve
| million fwests annually,
according o the groups CEO
John Pagano, this milestone
marks a significant | slep
towands establishing Saudi
Arabia as a premier global
tourism destinatbon.

According o a research by
Mortor intellipence, the GCC
region 15 highly promising for
business aviation, and is also a
lucrative market for the private

aviation sector, dus to the
presence of a large number of
high net worth and ultra-high
net worth individuals in the
region.

The influx of multinational
companies establishing reglonal
headguarters in Rivadh, driven
by the Kingdom's efforfs to
increase foreipn direct invesi-
ment, may have boosted demand
for private aviation. This stems
from the need for efficient,
Aexible  travel options for
corparate executives amd high-
net-worth  mdividuals, Tueling
growth in private jet and charter
SCTVIOES.

Players are ivesting in
technological advancements o
enhance aireralt manulacturing,
navigation, and maintenance,
anticipating growth in demand
[or new business jet  models
offening mercased cabin space
and long-range capabilities.

Manufacturers such as
Gulfstream, Bombardier, and
Embraer are focusing on luxury,
technology, and performance
enhancements o appeal o
COC customers,  positioning
themselves for growth in the
forecast period.
Evidence of this s
Litar Executives
position as the larges
operitor in the world
for two new models
from Crulfstream,
(2500 and (+A50ER.

Gharseddine comm
-enled  that s
COMPAny s clients
from Saudi Arabia arc
often one of the mos

Saudi Arabia’s private
aviation and charter

business have always

been thriving,
serving individuals,
business executives,
wovernment officials,

and special missions.
Farld Gharpadding

Capzan and CEO of SkgMark Exiesanhg

Maonufocturers nfe focusing

af lunury, technology, and
perfaormance enhanoements

to appeal to GG customers,
positioning themmselves for growth
In the forecast period.

discerning clientele and priori-
iz state-of-the-art  techno-
Iogical advancements  when
sebecting aircrafl for their travel
needs.

“These clients  prioritize
excellence In service delivery,
emphasizing both technological
sophistication and exceplional
service standards, They are
committed to enhancing thei
travel expencnces to achieve the
uitmost levels of comfort, safety,
and luxury,” he added.

Furthermaore, this  segmeni
can benelt from Saudi Arabaa’s
aviation strategy, which aims
o expand connectivity to over
250 destinations by 2080, A
kev comporent of this plan s
privatization, exemplified by
the Kingdom™ implementation
of the fArst successful public-
private partnership model in the
Micidle East.

GACA also announced during
the Future Aviation Forum its
targeied investments in six new
specialized general  aviation
dirporis in the kingdom, along-
sidle other mnitiatives.

“"These investments are antici-
pated to enhance infrastroc-
ture and service quality
within the private
aviatiom sector, making
it meore appealing (o
high-met-worth individ-
uals and corporate
clients,” Ghareeddine
connmented.

“Improved Faill-
ties amd services will
hkely dimve  increased
demand for private jet
charters and ownership,

HIGHLIGHT

$2 bn

The Ganeral Authority of Clvil
Aviation's roadmap targets

a tenfold increase in the
contribution to gross domestic
praduct by the general
aviation sector to $2 billon by
2030, covering the business
I|--:|'I: segment, |r||-|:|||.|-|:i-r|i charter,
private, and corporate planes,

boosting the overall eficiency
and capacity of the aviation
sector, Additionally, these devel-
carments will help position Saudi
Arahia as a key hub for private
aviation in the Gulf region,” he

aidclexl,

Charter business

and sustainability
Leading the change in sustain-
able  aviation growth, Saudi

Arabia announcesd its finaliza-
tion of a comprehensive plan in
November to address environ-
mental sostainability within its
civil aviatiom sector, in line with
international commitments such
a5 the 2015 Paris Agreement.

Spearheaded by GACA, the
Civil Aviation Environmental
sustainability Plan fargets the
reduction of greenhouse pgas
releases, with a zero-emissions
gl by 20640,

Saudi  Arabia's  initiatives
extend to hydrogen fuel infra-
structure and green projects like
the Circular Carbon Economy,

Tha Red Sea
Intermnationad
dirport, located
within three
hours’ flylng
time of 250
milion people.
lmwnehed s first
Intermntional
Aights aariéaer
this year.
Supplked

while major developments such
s AMAALA amd the Ked Ses
project rellect a commitment (o
nel-2ern cmissHns.

Global business and govern-
mend leaclers consider
siistainahle aviatlon fuel o
key  opporfunity  lor  signil-
cant reductions m air travel
emissions, with numerous initia-
tives underway to make this
energy product a reality.

SAF 1= derived from renewable
hydrocarbon sources amnd can
reduce carbon emisslons by 75
percenl compared o traditional
fossil-based jet fuel. However,
the primary challenge is supply
and demand, as production
needds o increase significantly (o
meet the set targels by 2030,

According to Gharzeddine, in
addition to the limited supply,
achieving economies of scale (o
reduce production costs is also
an ongoing issue, as is the high
charge of specialized processing
required for biofuels,

Marvam  Al-Balooghi, the
UAE= lead negotator for
aviation clhimate change, also
emphasized the wrgent need
for Gulfl countries to produce
SAF to compete in the Western-
dominated market and support
ereener flights, as reported by
the National News in February.,

An  important  aspect  to
consider = how technology
and artificial intellipence can
play pivotal roles in driving
stigladnable aviatbon, Advanced
flizht planning systems  ase
Al to optimize fight paths,
reducing Tuel consumplion and
minimizing carbon emissions.
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in May 2023 FAMA wont llve with k% opan banking inftlative, transferming the future of financial techrclogy in the Kingdom and the wider reglon. Fils

MNowr E}-Shmerd Zalrs

Saudi Arabla’s embracing
of open banking has
transformed the reglon’s
linancial ecosystem,
according Lo a top
fintech CEDQ,

[n an interview with Arab News,
Abdulla Al-Moaved, head of
Tarabut, praised the Kingdom's
ceniral hank for s Inclusive
regulatory impact on the finan-
cial sector,

In May 2022, the institutbon,
also Known as SAMA, went live
with 1= open banking initiative,
which has altered the [uture
of financial technology in the
Ringdom and the wider reglon.

Openi banking i a techno-
logical mnovation that ecnables
customers o securcly share
their data with third parties.

“Open banking changes the
very  nature of  relationships
across the financial ecosystem
for Saucl Arahia amd for the
FE RO A% d whiole, This 1% EHlY A
gosod thaing,” said Al-Moaved.

Echoing  those sentiments,
CECQ of US-based fintech Money-
Hash Nader Abdelrazik, told
Arabh News: “Open  banking
fn Saudi Arabaal will sigEnaifi-
cantly catalvee the relationship
between banks and fintech, and
it will open up a multitude of
business use-cases.”

He added: “Banking and
finance mnovation s highly
diependent  on access and
adoption of open data Fraome-
works., Once these rameworks
are in place, not only the existing
hanks and fintechs will collabo-

rate more, but it will also attrac
more banks and fintechs Lo
expand to the market and embsed
thetr solutions.”

Abdelrazik believes this will

FINTECH

Khingdom's open banking
strategy a game-changer

[nitiative enables customers to securely share their data with third parties

increase the economy’s digital
sophistication and competitive-
ness, "but the real winner here is
the consumer.”

In its Open Banking Policy
report, SAMA said it  indtia-
tives focus on "nurturing the
rise of digital technologies and
theit Impact on the new linan-
cial services cnabled by them,
as well as building the regula-
tory framework needed to adopt
these initiatives.™

The pelease [urther stated:
*This opens the door to create
and alfer new financlal services.,
Therelore, SAMA sees
banking as a pivofal role in the
further development of the
Kingdom's financial sector”

Al-Moaved explaned  thai
SAMAR efforts o standandize
application programming inter-
laces or APls, are ecnhancing the
country's monetary platforms,
which aim to broaden Ananclal
inclusion By’ |';|:'i|il::|l|.r|].: UL,
aeambess, and affordable access
b services and advice,

et

APIE alloow dilTerent =oltwane
applications (o communicate
with each other, facilitating the
integration and sharing of data
and functions,

“Standardized erakle
interoperability bl wesen
providers, leading to a more
cohesive financial ecosysiem,”
Al-Moaved said.

“This allows for the

APTs

Open banking changes
the very nature of
relationships across the
linancial ecosystem
for Saudi Arabia
andl for the region

as a whole.
Abdulla Al-Moayed

Haad af Tarubhut

development  of  mnovatbve
financial scrvices and products
that can cater to a wider range
ol customer needs. By opening
acoess (o financial data, these
APl=s are fostering an environ-
ment of innovation, allowing
fintech starups o focus on
efd-user probdems; away [rom
the worries of connectivity ansd
acoess to data,” he added.

Being one of the region’s
leading  providers of  APIs,
Tarabut has sel a prime example
for others to follow,

“nr enable
the connections mpeCessary 1o
expand bnancial inclusion for
everyone, by building the infra
siructure that enables secure,
Inexpensive
linancial services amnd advice, As
with all bnancial and personal
data, we should be clear that
trust, security, and safety are
a3 non-negodiable part of the
process” Al-Moayed statecl.

Regarding security, the CEO

highlighted: “Af Tarabut, we
take a series of  continuons
steps to ensire security, such
as ensuring that all transactions
and data access requests are
authenticated wvsing multiple
factors to enhance securliy,
as well as the requirements Lo
also  employ  state-of-the-art
encryplion standards to protect
data during transmission and
storage.”
He [arther explained:
“Data acoess controls,
sipch as implementing
=ir1ct contirols on wihao
can access specihc
data and for what
HArROSE, ErSLre
that customer
ditta 15 nol
misused,”

Al-Moaved
agicle; “There

miszlon 8 to

apambess,  and

are akso continuous and regular
compliance checks amd aodits
o ensure that all participants
in the aopen banking ecosystem
gdhere to the highest security
standards and  regulatory
requirements”

He also  underscored  the
collaborative effort with SAMA
durnng the regulatory =andbox
pericdd, which showcased the
potential of open banking to
transform fimancial sccessililbity.

Fostering symbiotic
relationships

"Looking al Saucdl Arabia, we
see d mationwide ambition (o
promote a symbiofic relationship
between banks and fintechs,
by enabling data sharing
and the adoption of Innova-
tive  techoology  solubons”
Al-Moayed said.

“Banks provide fintech compa-
nies with access to valuable
finapcial data with  cuiomer
consent, amd the fintechs and
the banks can work together o
create more persomalized and
innovative financial prodocts.”
hie added.

Al-Moaved explained  thai
banks locking to partner with
a hntech company could Jead
I nesw revenue streams  and
open up customer segments,
enhancing their market reach
and product offerings —  as
well as ensuring  adaptability
and innovation for the young,
digitally-native popiilation
of the Ringdaom,

“Together, bank=s and fintech
canreach underserved segments
of the population, as well as
those who coold benefit from
POyl FSWaPeness and areess
o different services, providing
cach with the many benefits and
impacts that are inacoessible by
traditional means" he said,

The US Securities amd Ex-
change Commilssion on Thurs-
chav approved applications
from Nasdaq, CBOE and NYSE
o st exchange-iraded funds
ted o the price of ether.
While the ETF issuers also
have to get the green Light
before the products can
Fvunech, the approval is a magor
sUrpEse [of the crvpociinr-
rency indasiry.
Nine issuers inciod
ing Vankck, ARR
Investments,215hkares andd
Rl kRock, hope to lauinch
E'TFs after the SEC in Janu-
ary approved hitcoin ETFs in
a walershed moment for Lhe
Ilustry. Reuters

European finance ministers
from the Group of Seven
wealthy democracies called
om Friday for the G7 to stay
unlted i the fpce of China's
“unfair” industrial policies,

On the first day of a meet-
ing of GV Anance chiefs in
the porthern 1talian town
af Stresa, milnisters from
Germany, France and hosts
Italy all called for a commean
fromt against China's growing
expaort strength.

French Finance Minister Le
Madre sakd it was important io
avobd a trade war with Beijing,
bt the GT needed
to prodect s industrial
interesls, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY"

In 2022, Germany's
Inflation rate was

i

INFLATHON RATE IN GERMAMNY

noary at B%. This
wos the highest
figure since 1992
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

New Cold Wars

DAVID E. SANGER

David E. Sanger's "New

Cold Wars" is a compelling
account of Amerca's plunge
into simultansouws
Cold Wars against
two very different
adversaries — Xi
Jinping's China and
Viadimir Putin's
Russia — based on

Energy networks

Uh's National
Grid plans S9bhn
rights issne

Hritain's National Grid plans
to Fabse about 7 hilllon pownds
(9.0 billon) through a fully un-
derwritten rights issae of LOS
hillion new shares as it gears up
to invest G0 billion pounds in
energyY nefwork infrastructure,
The: righis fssuie 12 al G5
pence per share on the basis of
seven new shares for every 24
existing shares representing a
discount of abaul 42 percent to
Wednesdays closing price.
The London-based company
als sapied it Intends to sell ts
GEanl.NG erminal andd s US
onshore renewables business
as the growup shifts its focus
to networks business.
Reuters

COLD

wﬁns | for it and the world.

reporting from inside the

White Housa, US inteligence

agencies, technology

firms, and foredgn

Eovernmeants,

The book chromicles
America’s return to
EUperpowear conflaot
and what is at stake

Cobalt mining

HMorocean
miner revenues

fallin Q1

Manazem, Moroceo's largest
mining company, reparted
on Fricay a |3 percent drop

i revenae to L3935 hillion
dirhams {3154 million) in the
first three months of this year,
citing lower cobalt output,

Production at its Boa
Azzer coball mine in the Atlas
mountains has been reduced
“Lo preserve resources,” amid
low prices in the international
market, the company said
in A statement.

The Bou Azzer mine sup-
]||it':-. Crerman aulamalger
BEMW wiath coball, widely used
in electric car batteries. The
company ilso plans to supply
Henault in 2025 Reuters

o Fallow frub News Briefs all through the day SilirabNews
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W are exclied to bring together
construction industry leaders at the
MENA Construction Surmmit 2000 1o
change the way we look at project defiver
of construction projects across MENA,

Ed James

Harad o Sormtanit i Psidancd

MEA & MEED — dieballGata

Or
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URBEAN DEVELOPMENT

5th MENA Construction
Summit spotlights

sustainable project delivery

The fAfth MENA Constriction
Summat 2024 the region's premies
event brmping together key
coestruction iddusiry siakeholders,
was held Lest week at Hilton Rivadh
Hotel and Residences, The suminil,
organized by MEED and Enso
Events Solutions, focussed on the
elfective delivery of key regional
consruction projects on Ume,
baderet and with clevated standards
of sustainability amnd effichency.
Rivaili Region AMunkcipality was
the diamond partner for the MENA
Constivcton Summit 20024,
Inspired by ambitious nateomal

visions, consiruction spending
Is surging across the MENA

region, driven by huge master
plan  developments and  Saudi
Arabla's gga-projects  program.
The convergence of a number of
[actors, however, including the
need for mtricale supply chain
management, urgency due to ime-
sensitive madmaps, simulianeous
executhon of multiple projects and
funding complexities, has foroed a
rethmls of the traditional approach
i praject delfvery,

Uncker the theme “Retmagining
Project Delivery,” more than GO0
attendees from over 150 compas
nies gained actionable insights
inta the latest trends, research,
innovations, opportunitkes, and
challenges  driving improve-
ments in productivity, guality,
reliahility, cost-zavings, wasie
reduction, and energy efficiency
— and how thess methods can

CONSTRUCTION
SUMMIT

2024

V 4

VA

)
ll .
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The summit foocussed on the effective delivery of key regional construction projects on time, in budget and with elevated standards of sustadnablity and efflolenoy.

e empboyed i groumnd-breaking
projects across the regmon,

In the opening keymote fireside
chat, Fahad Al-Solaie, deputy
mayor for digital transformation
and smart cities, Rivadh Munsici-
pality, was Interviewed by Dr
Abhdulrahman Albawandi, assistant
professor ot King Sasd University,
i the session tied “The Transfor-
mation of Rivadh City under Saudi
Vision 2004)° Al-Solaie discussed
inmovative and austainable urban
planning srategles for the Rivacdh
Munscipality, in line with the

NUMBER

decision-makers from ovar
130 companies cxplored
approaches to successful
construction project delivery
in the region at the summit.

gtga- and mega-projects, amnd the
gnids of S Vision 20040,
Al-Solae saick “To support the
city development, the mumici-
prality is planning toenabde acrial
management of oconstruction
projects using drones with Al
capahilities, which will enhance
project delivery effickency and
assizl in monitoring the prodect
staff safety on the project site.”
Later in the moming, the
kevnote leaders panel session
praovided a deep dive on the
opportunities and complexities

of smart cliy development, and
the need for a holistic approach
thiat addresses social, economic
and  environmental | sustain-
ability, Panelists included Hani
Rizkallah, president — RSa
infrastructure at Bechtel; Dr
Hossam Abdel Gawad, vice presi-
cent of techology amd innova-
tion al SETS: Dr. Mohammed
Al-Surf, founder and president
of Sustainability Professionals of
saudi Arabia: and Sherief Elabd,
director — industry and innova-
tion strateey at Oracle.

GREEN MOBILITY

Jeeny to swap
50% cars for
EVs by 2028

Rashid Hassan Hiyodh

Sauchi pide-hailing app Jesny plans to
sywap all s cars for electric vehicles
by 203N Speaking at a mecha
gathering in Rivadh, Hammad
Ehtcsham, Jeeny’s CEO, saad: “At
Jeernwy, we are dedicated to sustain-
abibity: we will swap 50 percent of
cars for electne vehackes by 2008
and amm for fll elecinfication by
2060, supporting the povernment s
erecT imitiatves and investing in the
necessary infmstrechare.”
speaking to Arab News aboat
the company's contribution o
Sauwdi Viston 2030, Ehtesham sabd:
“Teeny's viston for the Ringdom 15
clear, we aim (o integrate vanous
mobility options within a single
app, support the Sawdi govern-
ment and relevant authoritles n
achicving the objectives of Vision
2060, and reduce the carbon
focprint of Jeeny and the overall
transporiaton incestry,”

"We alm to deliver unparalleled
service quality across the Ringdom,
ensure  transportatdon  is  aoces-
sifabe amed alfordable for everyane,
mimnize canceliations aIwd
enhamee car availabality to provide
the best transportation services i
the region, and collaborate with
regulatory authoritbes.” e added.

When asked i replacing regular
cars with electric vehicles wall
oot exira o the riders, Ehtesham
saml; “In [act, it will be more proft-
able for the drvers, the prices
will be unchanped for the riders,
and it will help reduce the carbson
footprint. T can say this from our
experence molther counlries”

The CEQ saxi that to meet the
diverse needs of passengers in the
Bmpdom, Jeeny has inwtrodoced
three distinet ride-halling services:
Ecolite — offering a quick amd
dffordabde nde, Smart — a reliable
o convensent ride, amnd Elite
offering luxury and comilort,

LUXURY AUTOMOBILE

Bentley Saudi Arabia
unvells Batur Convertible

Bentley Saudi Arabia has unvedled
the third coachbwilt Bentley of the
modern ern — the Batur Convert-
thle. Created by Mulliner, Bentheys
in-honase bespoke division and the
Impest  standing  coachboilder
in the world, the Batur Convert-
ible follows the exquisitely hand-
craftedd Bacalar barcheita  and
Batur coupe. With the Batur
Convertibde, Mulliner contimues
its long tradition of crafting troly
inchvichaal cars, tadored o the
wishes of each of its clienis.

The Batur Convertithle forthers
the mhovative desiem DNA intno-
duced by jis coupe sibling hat

will ultimately gubde the design of

Bentley's future cars. The Babur
Convertthle  retains  the  most
porverful - version of Hentleys
eonle W12 with a 750 PS and a
hanwd-assembled G-bter twin-turbao-
charged engine that has metaphon-
callv and lterally powered Beptleys
success for Uwe last two decades.

With the engine to Anksh production
this sttmmer, the Batur Comvertible
will be one of the Last ever Bentleys
o use this incredible powertrain
Bentley las a rich history of
open-Cockpil cars, (rom the very
first Bentley of 1919, through the
company’s foundation years in
the 1920s, to the most recent —
ithe Bacalar, The archileciare of
the Batur Convertible has allowed
Mulliner’s designers 1o seize the
opporiunity to create a theme that
not only blends the design of the

The Batur
Convartible
retoins the moat

pewerful version
of Bantlay's
leonic Wil

Kacaklar amd Batur but inchides
the usability of a converiible. The
designers also chose o hizghlight
the two-seater character with a
“wraparound” cockpht insgpired by
the design of the Bacalar,

Bentbey Saudi Arabia’s customers
will be able to specify the color and
finish of practically every surface of
the Batur Convwvertihle, io creaie a
car as inwdividual as they are. Bevomd
the exterior form of the car lies an
dlmost endless arvay of choices for
cath car’s future owner (o make,

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Seasonal Campalgn

Volkswagen
welcomes

spring in style

As spring unfolds, Valk-
svieen Sawdi Arabia has
announced the launch of its
spring campaien, featuring
a carefully selected array of
weehibches designed to meet the
dverse drving demands of
the season. This campaien in-
troduces models such as the
new Teramont and Amarok,
cach perfectly suited for the
scenic drives and owtdoor
activitkes that spring invites,
The new Teramont alfers
spacious comiort and robus
performance, making it idcal
For family adveniures. The
redesizned Amarok provides
a1 :|-:i'|.'|_'||1l|11 Mis |,‘:li_||-|.-'|"i4-|1|.'-|r
and enhanced capabalities
for both on-road and off-road
travels, while both models
remalin a stviish and compact
choice that blends agility
with urban appeal.

Islamic Finance

Ajman Bank
wins award for

digital banking

Ajman Bank has been declared
winner of the coveled Islamic
Dagital Banking Provider of
the Year Award at the MEA
Finance Banking Technobosy
Sl & Avards 2024

The awards ceremony ook
place at the Ritz Carlton DIFC
in Drubai and was attended by
more than 300 senior execi-
tives and guesis from across
the regioms banking and
hnancial technology sectors,

Musiala Al-Ehalfawi, CEQ
of Ajman Bank, said: “We are
proad (o receive the Islamic
Dhigital Banking Provider of
the Year awand.”

Digital Innovation
IDC Kuwait

CIlO Summit
2024 held

More than 250 of Ruwaits
foremdast IT and telecom
leaclers, digital government
phomeers, regulators, and
industry luminaries gathered
at the Courtyard by Marmioti
Lhis weels for the 1D Kuwail
CHO Summit 2024, Addressing
the theme “The Future of IT:
Hethinking Digitization foran
Al Everywhere World,” this
phvoal event expdored the pro-
Found inypact of Al on digital
iynoaatson and the evalving
rode of Lhe madern CICL,
Supported by Kuwail's
Central Agency for Informa-
thon Technology, the summit
browght together a distin-
guished lineup of speakers
and thought leacers at
the forefront of digital trans
[ormation,
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We have Fans all around Saudi Aralyia,
50 that feels really good for us.
Rubam MBasaEs 5ol o

]

SAUDI FRO LEAGUE

Al-Hilal's Mitrovic, Neves praise new Saudi lifestyles

Arab Mows L oncon

Foothall stirs Aleksanddar Mitrovic
and Ruben Neves have praised
their moves o the Saudi Pro
League, speaking highly of their
e fves in the Kingodoan.

In an interview with Sky Nows,
the two Al-Hilal players — who left
Fulham and Waolves, respectively
— chiscussed the lfestvle differ-

ences between England and Sauds
Aralhda.

Last year, more than 235 European
plavers mover] to the Ringdom’s
by football league in a magor coup
fowr Saudi sporting admindstrators.

“After seven vears In England [
think the first thing was the sun, 1
mever had summer =un in my life,”
Mitrowvic sadd.

“Its been different you Know,
chifferent culire, different foothall,
the menutality of peaple as well, bt
s0 far I'm really happy.

“My Famdly i happy, The cluaks is

amazings. S0 far, 1% a greal expen-
eoce and looking forward to more
Vears.”

The Serbian international praised
the privacy and lad-back way of
lifee i Rivachly, “The peopbe hepe are
crazy about Foothall but vou have a
bit more privacy here. We Live on a
cormpoind, we're a fittle bit more
psolated, and people from Europe
arwd aroumd the wordd live there
viou kncaw, the life is really mice” he
sabd. “You wake up, have breakfast,

i bkl workoul, then recovery in
the pool in the sun.”

Une  difference from the
European traiming standard is that
cluks in the Bingdom train in the
evening, avodding the midday heat,

Neves  old Sky News  that
Al-Hilal's regime gives him more
time to spend with his Family.
“Tis a bl different to the routine
from Euroge here becaese of the
wenather, of course,” he sakd.

“We train mesd of the time alter

6 . [ ke i becaose | can spend
the day at home relaxing. 1 can take
the kids to schood, [ can pick them
up from school, and 1 can be a little
bt with them before [ come o
traiming. We have a ko of things (o
do here becawse its a big, massive
cify. 50 We Are crjoying it

Though both plavers sxid the
Prember League s the waorld's bess,
they believe that the SPL is nod Gar
behind — and is on par with some
Furoipean leagnees

|
I misdis

FACUP

Emirares

Manchaster United will also quoity for the Europa Lengue, svolding o first senson without Eurcpann action aince 2014<15. They benefitted from an unusually tegld City perfarmance, &F

'‘FANTASTIC

SEASON’

Man Utd stun rivals
City towin FA Cup final

(soals from Gamacho and Mainoo put Red Devils on course to win the cup for first time in 8 vears

:I.FF' Larsdan

Erik ten Hag made

a convincing case to

be spared the sack as
Manchester United upset
Manchester City to take
the FA Cup with a shock 2-]
victory In Saturday’s final.

Ten Hap was reportedly set io
be dismissed regardless of the
resalt at Wembdey after a troubled
campaign that even the United
manager described as “terrible”
this weelk, Bul Uniteds hierarchy
might be having second thoughis
after Ten Hag's tactical masterclass
ruined City’s history bad.

Chy were hot favorites 1o win a
second successive Prember League
anid FA Cup double.

Yot Ten Hag found a way to
neditralize Pep Guardiolas side
as first half poals from Abejandro

CGarnacho and Kobsbie Mainos part
United on cowrse (o win the FA
Cug for the first time in eight years,

Feremy Doku squeezed an 8Tth
minute strike past Andre Onana’s
weak attempted save bat it was too
late 1o rescue City,

Having emwded a  turbulent
season on a high nofe, if Ten Hag's
tworvear reign does end, his exit
woatld provoke memanies of fellow
Dhitchman Louss van Gaals Ofd
Trafford departure.

Yan Gaal was fred just two days
alter United™s FA Cup final victory
againest Crystal Palace in 2016,

Ten Hag wall hope i more apl
comparison 15 Alex  Ferguson's
500 FA Cup fimal win against
Palace, which kick-started his
remarkable run alter calks for his
sacking earlber that season,

Ferguson was in attendance as a
match abelled Ten Hag's funeral
turned into a tiumph for the

HIGHLIGHTS

& Ten Hag was reportedly set

to be dismissed regardless of
the reault at Wembley after a
troubled campaigmn.

® But United’s herarchy might
be having second thoughts
after Ten Hag's tactical
masterclass ruined City"s
history bid.

= United will also gualify for
the Eurcpa Leagus, avoiding a
first ssason without European
action since 2014-15.

much-maligned Dutchman.
Undted shareholder Jim Katcliffe,
wiho has contind of foeotball opera-
tones at Old Tralford, was also
wale hing from the stands alongside
coe-owTeers Joel and Avie Glazer,
Linked with Thomas Tuchel

Mauricio Pochetting and Gareth
southgite, among others, there is
still plenty For RatclifTe to ponder
after United fnished eighth in the
Premier League this scason — thiedr
lowesi final position since 12800 —
and crashed out of the Champéons
Leaguee 1 the group stage.

Ten Hag believes a lengthy
mpury hst was the rood of the
problems and can poimt 1o the two
trophies he has won in three cup
final appearances with United as
proof of what he can do when his
team are at full strength,

Ten Hag ended Unbled's six-vear
trophy drought by winning the
League Cup last vear and has now
avenged thedr 2-1 koss to City in the
FA Cup final 12 months azo despite
finlshing 31 podnts behind the
champéons this term.

United will also qualify for the
Europa Leasgue, avolding a first
sezson withou! European action

sinsce 2001415,

They benefitted from an unusa-
ally tepid Clty  performance  as
their double bwd feldl fat in thear
first domestic defeat simce losing
at Aston Villa in the league 171 dayvs
B

Lasd weekend, Cilty became
the first leam to win the Premier
Leagues im0 foar conseculbive
B ESOTES

But CGuardiols= men  looked
hungover after the celebrations
that followed their sixth title in
SEVET! Years,

Chy were furdous when thelr
strong penalty appeal was repected
msicde the first mimole after
Lisandro Martinez's shove sent
Erling Haaland sprawling.

Content 10 st deep with all 11
men behind the ball, United stifled
City mmpressivety and  glechully
accepted  thelr  gil-wrapped
opeener in the 30th milmuate,

Sport

Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Freanch Open

Nadal not
‘closing door’ on

extending career

Fafae] Nadal sasd on Saturday
theat b s lkely appeartng at the
French Open Bor the finad tme
bt cantioned it was “not 104
percent” certain, describing the
towrnament where he has been
charmpeon M times asa “magical
place” “Ti% a big, big clance
Lhat thas = goigs to be my last
Feoland Garmos, but if [ have to
bell voun it's WOO percenit ny last
Holand Garros, sorry, baet 1 will
rol, Bsecause [ eannol precict
what s sl on. [ hope yvoar
understand” sud the Spaniard.

Maiclal, who will cedehiate his
JAth barthelay on June 3, Eoes
world Mo 4 Alexander Zverey
in the first round in Paris on
Maonckay, AFP

Motorsports

Aleix Espargaro
wins Catalunya

MotoGP sprint

Spanizh ricder Aleix Espargam,
who announced he was metir-
inge at the end of the seasan
earlier in the week, won the
Catahirya MatoG P sprint race
o Safurday

The H-year-old Aprla nder

who hails from Catalomnia
— bemsefitted from a final-lap
crash by two-time defending
world champion Franoesco

Baznaia. AFP

NBA

Maverichks edee
T "Wolves for
series lead

Litka Doncic drvned the
go-ahesd three-pointer with
3.8 sevonds remaining to lif
Prulbas to @ 109-108 viclory over
Minnesota in another NBA
Westerm Conference finals
thrller.

Doncic delivered a triple-
double of 32 points, 10
rehoumds and B3 assgsis, and
the Mavericks — wi trailed
by 18 in the secomd quarter —
handed the Timberwolves a
secomid stradght home defeal o
take a 2-0 lead in the best-of-
SPNETE SETICE

Byrie Irving gof off to a slow
start and was hindered by foul
trowthle, but he scored 15 of his
20 poimits 1n the frantic fourth
quarier, which featured 11 keacd
changes. AFP

Follaw Arnbh News
Beriefs all through the
day mhrabMows
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Longratulations are in order for
Sofia Richie and her husband Elliot |
Gradnge, who weloomed thair fimst

ohild, a baby girl named Eloisa dli
Samantha Grainge, this wesk, | o 4
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Finally

TheSix

Soap picks

From luxury botanical
products to organic blends,
here are several saap brands

available in the Ringdom.

Aesop

Acsop this week oponed its
first Sandi boutique in Hivadh
The brands premium soaps
feature botanlcal exiracts
and essential oils.

Teeb Made

This Saudi brand offers a set of
goaps featuring six varieties: oud,
came] milk, monnga, coffec,
date, and olive oil-infused.

2

g —

&3

Mavassem

Sandi founder Mayssam Tamim
procluces handmade soaps (rom
Ringdom-sourced natural ingre
dients, like extra virgin alive
oil from Al-Jouf and camel milk
from Janadrivah

L'Arab Boutigue

The UR-basexd, Sandi-founded
brand presents a charcoal and black
seed soap formulsted to decply
cleanse pores, removing impuritkes
anl promating the skin's radiance,

ir
o
=

Nunu

Well known for its baby products,
this brand offers gentle, hypoaller-
eenie soaps enriched with natural
extracts, providing molsturizing
care for infants.

=
2

MZN Bodycare

Founded by Saudi entrepreneur
hMuzon Ashear, MZN Bodycare
crafts natural .|.I:|||.-::-|',.1:t| 1 SEKL] S
efrchedd with ingredients such
as aloe vera, pink clay, charooal,
tea tree, and an arvay of other
holankcal extracts

CLOSE UP

Saudi film ‘Norah

receives accolade
at Cannes

4§

The cast and crew, acoompanied by director Tawlik Al=-Zaldl, steppod
oo the stags to aocapt the sooalnde. 2N photo by Ammar Abd Rabbo

Arab Mews Diobal

Saudi film “Norah”
starring aciress Maria
Bahrawl, this week
recelved the Special
Mention accolaide,

which recognizes

films for outstanding
achievements, atl the 77th
Cannes Film Festival's Un

Certain Regard awards.

The cast and crew, accompanied
by director Tawfik Al-Zaidi,
slepped onto the stage to acce M
the accolade in front of a Hall
house.

The ilm, shot entirely in
AU, is set in 189600 Saudi
Arabia when conservatism ruled
and the professional parsait
of all art, iInchuding painting,
was frowmed upon. Besides
Bahrawl, the movie also siars
Yigqoub Al-Farhan and Abdullah
Al-Satan. It follows the story of
MNorah and falled artist Nader as
thesy encodrage cach atiwer 1o
realize their artistic potential in
rural Saudi Arabia.

“Norah” had its official screening
at the festbval on Thursday,
Becoming Use birst hlm [oom the
Ringdom to screcn as part of the
official calendar at the event.

The movie was backed by the
Red Sea Fund — one of the Ked
Sea Film Foundaiion's [HOETRETIS
— and was Almed entirely in
AlUa in northwest Saudl Arabia
with an all-Sadi cast and a 40

percent Saudi crew

U'n Certain Regard's mission
is to highlight new trends in
cinema anid encourage innova-
tive cinematic works.

Chadred by Canadian actor,
cllrector, sereenwriler and
producer Xavier Dolan, the
jury included French Senega-
lese screcnwriter and director
Maimouna Doucoure, Momocan
clirector, screepwriier and
producer Asmae El Moadir,
German-Luxembouryg actress
Vicky Krieps, and American flm
critic, director and writer Toded
MoCarthy.

Chinese director Guan Huo's
“Black Dog™ won the top prize in
the Un Certain Regard section,

Marking Guan® debut at
Cannes, the film follows a
former convict who forms an
unexpected bond with the titular
animal while clearing stray dogs
i ks remode Dotmelown on the
ecdge of the Gobl Desert

Thve jury prize was awarded
ta “The Story of Souleymane,
directed by Bors Lojkine,
marking his return to the
festival after a decade since his
201k Teature “Hope,”

Thee hilm portrays I_h_-lf_illll:rrl-l'].'
of a Guinean food delivery man
who must create a compeelling
narrative for his asylum applica-
tiom interview In Lyon within a
two-day timcirams.

Muoria Bahrawl| stors os Norah
In tha Alm. Gally mapes

BIG WIN
Bruce

Springsteen,
Lana Del Rey
honored al Ivor
awcards

Reuters Lardan

Bruce Springstecn, Lana Diel
Hey amd Kaye were among the
mruskc stars honored at the Ivors
in Lofidon this week, the annal
awanrds for songwriters and

SO PEET OO POSs,

175 pocker Springstecn becaime
the first imlemational songwriter to
receive an [vors Academy Fellow
ship, the highest honor bestowed
b the UR-based sssockation.

SPRNEsiecn Was 11'|.,'-|:-;_:i||:-'|'-:| lar
“has outstamding contribuation Lo
the craft of sonewniting and impact
om the UR's caltural landscapse.”

Del Rey received the special
international award in recceni-
tion of her career and influ-
ence, while Rayve was namecd
sonpwriter of the vear.

COURT CASE

Judge denies
Baldwin
requestio drop
‘Rust’ shooling
indictment

Routers L os Angeies

A New Mexico judge this
week rejected Alec Baldwins
bed 1o ddizeniss an invaluntary
muanslaughter charge for the 2021
shouting ol cnematographes
Hialyna Hutchins, openimg the
wity for an unprecedented tnal of
a Hollvwood actor for an on-set
death. Baldwin's lawvers argwed
at a May I7 hearing that a grand
fury mdlictment of the actor was =)
sham”™ as a New Mexco stade prose-
curtor failed to tell jurors they could
question defense witnesses amd
slopped them hearing evidence
helpfual to the actor's case.

District court Judge Mary
Marlowe Somneer, in a Coanrt
filing, denled the request,

INTERVIEW

Will Smith and Martin Lawrence lalk ‘Bad Boys'in Rivadh

Nada Al-Tuwrkd = fyadh

Ahead of the release of *Bad Boyvs:
Hidle or Die® in Saudi cineneas
an June 6, Hollywood stars Will
Smith and Martin Lawrence sal
dhowm wilh Arab Mews o discuss
how the characters m the fourth
installment of the flm franchise
have evolved over the years and
thelr experience working with
Moroccan Belgan directorsal dieo
Ealall Fallah and Adil El-Ar,

Thee film premiered on Friday
night at VOX Cineetma 10 Roshn

Fromd, Rivadh. The movie armives
S0 years after Mike Lowrey and
Marcus Burnett, played by Smith
ard Lawrenoe, respectively, teamed
up as the infamous baddy cops. The
batest Glm shows lsow the clyare-
fers have changed over the years

"Their backs have gotten
weaker, and their knees hurt
mcre,” Smmith said joldnely,

“Part of whit we wanted todo
with the framschii=e s to have Lhe
characters grow in an age-appns:
priate way,” he said.

“We are trusting Uhat the

RIDE OR |
RIVADK ~REMIFRE

N

‘Will Smith and Martin Lawronce

atterdsod the film premiere in Riyadh.

A/ Abchddyrman B Shakuok

audience wants to srow with us,
wants to go with ws, and wanis
to follow the natural progression
of [ife and what these characters
wiold be godng through.”

The film continues fo mix
aciron, drama and comecy, ba
also albovws the charactors to
o and develop.

“The core of the movie §s aboat
frendship, love, and family”
Smith said.

“And woukd vou ride or die for
vour partner™ Lawrence added.

The film Baatldds on the success

off the third installment, “Bad
Boys For Life,” released in 2020,
with the directors reportedly
mspired by video games.

Lawrence said the “top noteh™
clirectors wepe gyl i3 '.l.'||r|-l:
with, and insgpired the actors 1o
“come wp with magic.”

sSmith added: "1t's interesting
working with non-American
ciirectors: theres such a different
perspectve,.. You know, they
were (youngl when the first
TR carme aul, <0 there's such a
reverence [or the original films”



