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The Biden campaign
bizarrely sent actor Robert
De Niro to insult Donald
Trump yesterday outside the
courthouse where closing
arguments were starting in
the hush-money trial. But the
scene soon devolved into
chaos, as hecklers shouted
him down, and De Niro yelled
back, “you’re a f--king idiot!”
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not kiddin

vs. ‘addictive’ apps

By VAUGHN GOLDEN

Albany pols are rushing to put
the finishing touches on pro-
posed legislation meant to crack
down on what they call “addic-
tive” social-media algorithms —
with a push from Gov. Hochul.

The state legislators are trying
to get the measures passed before
the legislative session expires at
the end of next week and many
begin to furiously hit the cam-
paign trail before November.

“I’d say we're at the 2-yard
line,” state Sen. Andrew Goun-
ardes (D-Brooklyn), the bill’s
Senate sponsor, told The Post
Tuesday.

Hochul, speaking at an event
with the Mental Health Associa-
tion in New York State a few miles
from the Capitol Tuesday, said,
“We’re sticking with this fight.

“We’re not giving up,” vowed
the governor, a mom of two adult
children and a grandmother.

It was the governor’s third pub-
lic event in the past week touting
the proposed legislation.

Digital guardrails

The measures would bar social-
media companies from display-
ing content for kids using algo-
rithms meant to keep their eyes
on the screen. The legislation
would also restrict those compa-
nies from selling the data of users
under the age of 18, as well as
mandating that the services offer
parental controls.

“The companies are responsi-
ble for this,” Hochul said. “This is
driven by profit. They also know
that there’s negative effects on
children, they don’t have to listen
to the surgeon general who

warned about the effects of this a
year ago.”

Social-media companies have
been spending millions of dollars
lobbying against the bill.

Gounardes said he expects law-
makers and the governor to iron
out the details of the proposed
legislation and get it passed be-
fore ditching Albany next week.

Attorney General Letitia James
has also been working on the ini-
tiative.

“Social media was meant to
connect us to friends, in a way
that brought us closer to one an-
other,” Hochul wrote in a column
in The Post Monday.

The companies are
responsible for this
.« . This is driven by
profit. They also
know that there’s
negative effects on
children, they don’t

have to listen to the
surgeon general
who warned about
the effects of this

“Instead, platforms have be-
come media machines — collect-
ing data on users and curating ad-
dictive algorithmic feeds de-
signed to keep people scrolling as
long as possible.

“Often the most engaging con-
tent is psychologically damaging,
and it’s hurting our young peo-
ple,” she said. “New York state
has an opportunity to do some-
thing about this. Inaction is not
an option.”

The governor has called social
media the “silent killer” of New
York’s young people.

But Big Tech has hit back,
claiming the proposed legislation

a year ago.

— Gov. Hochul

violates freedom of speech and
the online privacy of teens, was
well as basically doing away with
the algorithms that also help to
crack down on hate speech.

Hochul and the state Legisla-
ture have already passed a law
barring employers from asking
potential workers and current
employees for access to their so-
cial-media accounts.

“Gov. Hochul signed this law to
protect the privacy of New York-
ers and protect their rights in
the workplace,” gubernatorial
spokesman Avi Small said when
the bill passed in September.

vgolden@nypost.com

Excess

screen
had for
dreams

Social media can be a lit-
eral nightmare.

New research suggests
that the more time you
spend on social media, the
more likely you are to toss
and turn during the night
because of “social-media-
related nightmares.”

“As social media becomes
increasingly  intertwined
with our lives, its impact ex-
tends beyond waking hours
and may influence our
dreams,” Flinders Univer-
sity’s Reza Shabahang from
the College of Education,
Psychology and Social Work
said in a statement.

The research, involving
595 Iranian adult social-me-
dia users and published in
the journal BMC Psychol-
ogy, found a strong correla-
tion between social-media
screen time and these new
types of bad dreams.

To study the relationship
between swiping and night-
mares, an international
team of researchers created
the Social Media Night-
mare-Related Scale, a 14-
item questionnaire.

While the majority of the
social-media users surveyed
did not experience social
media-related nightmares,
there was a significant link
between the intensity of so-
cial-media use and the oc-
currence of these dreams.

The study comes as peo-
ple are becoming increas-
ingly concerned with the
physical and mental-health
impacts of social media and
poor sleep as they seem to
be on the rise. Adriana Diaz
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BARK FROM THE DEAD

A BONE TO PICK: Kristie Pereira says a
neurological problem led her to leave beloved
pooch Beau to be put down by vets — but
Beau was sent back to an animal rescue.

By ADRIANA DIAZ

A woman was shocked to dis-
cover that the sick dog she took
to be euthanized was back at the
shelter and up for adoption a
year later.

Kristie Pereira, 32, was heart-
broken when she was told that
the most humane thing she
could do for her beloved pet
Beau was to put him down.

The digital marketer said she
paid $450 to adopt her pup from
the Lost Dog & Cat Rescue
Foundation in 2022 while work-
ing from home in Maryland.

Beau was almost constantly by
Pereira’s side, wagging his tail,
but she soon realized that some-
thing was wrong. The puppy
was unable to control his bowels
and lift his hind legs.

Blood tests showed that Beau
had a liver problem, but medica-
tions failed to lead to any im-
provements.

The dog’s veterinarian, the
clinic’s lead doctor and an ani-
mal emergency-room vet even-
tually all agreed that the pup’s

to shelter:

‘Euthanize’ pup sent back
shocked owner

symptoms pointed to a severe
neurological problem, Pereira
said. She said she was told fur-
ther tests would cost as much as
$12,000 — which she was will-
ing to pay — but would only
provide “a very slim chance of
finding what is wrong” and “an
even smaller chance of it being
something that [doctors could]
fix,” according to The Associ-
ated Press.

Heartbreaking choice

Running out of viable options,
Pereira said she was told eutha-
nizing the puppy would be the
best solution.

Pereira held out for another
month, hoping Beau’s symptoms
would lessen but eventually de-
cided to take the vets’ advice
and put him down after several
consultations with the staff at
the rescue.

In late March 2023, Pereira
said she took Beau to Montgom-
ery County Animal Services in
Derwood, Md., where she paid
$15 for him to be euthanized.

She was told that the shelter’s
policy does not allow pet own-
ers to stay in the room with
their pets as they are put down,
so she said goodbye to Beau and
walked out of the office.

About a year after the heart-
breaking situation, Pereira, who
moved to San Antonio, consid-
ered getting another dog and
decided to peek at the rescue’s
website when she was back vi-
siting family in Maryland.

She was shocked earlier this
month when she spotted a dog
who looked identical to Beau —
just a bit bigger — with the
same name he had been given at
the shelter when she first fell in
love with him in 2022.

Pereira quickly called the
Montgomery County shelter
and received confirmation that
her dog had not been eutha-
nized after veterinarians there
deemed him healthy enough to
be saved.

The shelter instead returned
the puppy to the rescue, which
confirmed in a statement that its
veterinarians found no neuro-

logical issues with the dog. In-
stead, the veterinarians diag-
nosed the animal with a liver
problem and declared him
healthy after a $7,000 surgery.

Pereira claims that it took sev-
eral days to get anyone from the
rescue on the phone to explain
what happened and was hurt by
the rudeness she was treated
with when she finally did speak
to someone.

‘Nasty toward me’

“The person that called me
was so rude and just disrespect-
ful and just being really nasty
towards me,” she said, breaking
down in tears. “Just saying, you
know, that I abandoned him, and
that I left him to die. That I
never cared about him.”

She claims she was told that
the dog “will never go back” to
her before being hung up on.

“LDCREF does not re-home an
owner-surrendered dog with its
former adopter/owner,” rescue
spokesperson Chloe Floyd said.
“Our mission is to save adopta-

ble and safe-to-the-community
dogs from euthanasia.”

The rescue organization ac-
knowledged that their team
members spoke to Pereira as she
made the decision to put her
dog down but insisted she was
warned of the importance of
taking the dog to a veterinarian
that would allow her to be with
the animal when it was eutha-
nized. They claimed they told
her the team would take the dog
back if she could not do that.

Caroline Hairfield, executive
director of Montgomery County
Animal Services, told the AP that
while “everyone feels for [Per-
eiral,” the organization is con-
tractually bound to return sur-
rendered animals to the rescue.

Pereira says she would have
paid the $7,000 for Beau’s sur-
gery had she known that was the
better option.

The hound mix was still avail-
able for adoption on Tuesday
morning. “I have a lot of ques-
tions, but first and foremost, I
want him back with me,” Pereira
told the AP.
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THE TRUMP TRIALS

ISAAC
SCHORR

‘ LWAYS keep your mouth

shut,” Robert De Niro’s

Jimmy Conway advises

Ray Liotta’s Henry Hill

in one of the most iconic scenes
in “Goodfellas.”

If only De Niro would take his
own character’s advice.

At the behest of the Biden cam-
paign, De Niro appeared at a
press conference outside the
courtroom where closing argu-
ments were being made at Don-
ald Trump’s trial.

The result was a meandering
mess emblematic of President
Biden’s floundering re-election
effort.

It began with a boilerplate
opening statement from a low-
energy campaign emissary.

“We’re not here today because
of what’s going on over there,” he
insisted implausibly while ges-
turing toward the courthouse
and reading halfheartedly from a
monitor below him.

“And of course, we are happy to
have Robert De Niro, a native New
Yorker who can spot BS a mile
away and isn’t afraid to call it out.”

How will the actor react when
he watches back the bizarre
spectacle he participated in
Tuesday morning, then?

DA’s ‘zombie’ case

Trump’s first criminal trial has
not paid the political dividends
Democrats had hoped it would.

While Trump has only himself
to blame for many of the legal
battles he finds himself em-
broiled in, voters can see Man-
hattan District Attorney Alvin
Bragg’s case for the petty, zombi-
fied husk that it is.

That’s why Trump continues to
dominate the polls in spite of the
salivating liberal press corps’
ceaseless coverage of the trial in
all of its unsavory glory.

Well, that and Biden’s failed
presidency.

On myriad issues — immigra-
tion, gender ideology and Israel’s
righteous war against Hamas in-
cluded — the commander in
chief continues to appeal to the
far-left of his coalition to the dis-

Analyze

this

rant

Lame Team Biden stunt

may of the median voter.

Is it really the judgment of the
Biden campaign that the remedy
to these challenges is to trot out
an 80-year-old celebrity to aim-
lessly rant outside Trump’s trial
in deep blue New York?

De Niro’s speech was perfectly
representative of what has the na-
tion primed to send Biden packing.

It was overwrought; “Donald
Trump wants to destroy not only
this city, but the country and,
eventually, he could destroy the
world,” De Niro explained to his
perceived lessers.

It was self-important; “I needed
to be involved and wanted to be
involved,” he boasted.

At times, it was downright in-
sulting; “The Twin Towers fell
just over here,” he noted in a tor-
tured comparison to Trump,
“But we vowed we would not al-
low terrorists to change our way
of life.”

And perhaps most notably,
De Niro’s rambling monologue
was reminiscent of Biden’s own
strained attempts at communi-
cating with the public. This isn’t
“The Irishman,” there are no de-
aging effects on the campaign
trail.

“I owe this city a lot,” began
De Niro in one particularly pain-
ful digression.

“And that’s why it’s so weird
that Donald Trump is just across
the street. Because he doesn’t be-
long in my city. I don’t know
where he belongs, but he cer-
tainly doesn’t belong here.”

De Niro’s complaint is that
Trump is present for the prepos-
terous criminal trial he’s been le-
gally obliged to attend by a Dem-

ocratic prosecutor?

By the end of the presser, those
with the misfortune of watching
it must have felt the same way
special counsel Robert Hur did
after his dizzying interview with
Biden last year.

Campaign’s fatal flaws

Even when Biden himself is no-
where to be found, his wayward
campaign finds a way to high-
light his fatal flaws.

Against all the available evi-
dence, Biden and his team re-
main convinced that they can ig-
nore Americans’ substantive pol-
icy concerns while leveraging his
popularity (and Trump’s unpop-
ularity) among the celebrity
class to earn their support.

Good luck with that — Presi-
dent Hillary Clinton and Vice
President Tim Kaine might have
something to say about that
course.

The truth is that Americans are
well aware of Trump’s personal
failings, and they’ve already de-
cided that they’re worth the cost
of his policies, considering the
alternative.

Harping on those failings — es-
pecially by way of yet another
elderly narcissist outside of a po-
liticized legal proceeding — isn’t
moving the needle.

If Biden’s campaign wants to
reverse his fortunes at the polls,
it’'ll need to abandon unbecom-
ing stunts like the one it pulled
Tuesday and make a positive
case for its principal.

The only trouble is: The stunts
are being pulled out precisely be-
cause there’s no such case to make.

BOB IS JOE’S DON

Raging De Niro

gets heckled
outside court

By DIANA GLEBOVA
and MAX RIVERA

Oscar-winning actor Robert De
Niro became the face of the Biden
campaign Tuesday, fronting a tu-
multuous press conference out-
side the Manhattan courthouse
where former President Donald
Trump’s defense team made its
closing arguments in the hush
money trial.

After weeks of avoiding com-
menting on the case against
Trump outside of jabs on social
media, the Biden campaign went
big by announcing the press
availability “with special guests”
on the day of closing arguments,
with the jury expected to receive
the case Wednesday.

“We’re not here today because
of what’s going on over there,”

Biden campaign communications
director Michael Tyler disingen-
uously told reporters, indicating
the courthouse. “We’re here to-
day because you all are here.”

De Niro, 80, has already nar-
rated ads for the Biden campaign,
and told reporters Tuesday that
Trump “wants to sow total chaos”
and “destroy not only the city”
before expanding his argument to
say “eventually he could destroy
the whole world.”

“I don’t mean to scare you. No,
wait, maybe I do mean to scare
you,” he said at one point. “If
Trump returns to the White
House, you can kiss these free-
doms goodbye that we all take for
granted.

“And elections. Forget about it.
That’s over. That’s done. If he
gets in. I can tell you right now.




THE TRUMP TRIALS

BOORLEONE

THE JEER HUNTER: Nose-touching, sunglasses-wearing
Robert De Niro hears it from a MAGA-cap lady after his rant outside
the Trump trial where the ex-president and lead lawyer Todd Blanche
(together, far left) made another midday court-lobby appearance.

He will never leave. He will never
leave. You know that. He will
never leave.”

In between reading from his
prepared remarks, which in-
cluded calling the 77-year-old
Trump a “clown,” a “grubby re-
al-estate hustler” and a “tyrant,”
the “Raging Bull” and “Godfa-
ther Part II” star exchanged
curses with pro-Trump protest-
ers who chanted “F--k Joe
Biden” and “De Niro is a gang-
ster bitch” in an attempt to
drown out the press conference.

“Youre a f--king idiot,” the
“Goodfellas” actor yelled at one
protester who accused De Niro of
being a “paid actor for the DNC”
and suggested De Niro had unsa-
vory ties to convicted pedophile
Jeffrey Epstein.

De Niro was accompanied by

law-enforcement officers who had
battled Trump-supporting rioters
at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

“Americans need to wake up.
This is not a drill,” added former
Capitol Police officer Harry
Dunn, who unsuccessfully ran for
Congress as a Democrat in Mary-
land earlier this year.

Don ups his poll lead

Since jury selection in the Man-
hattan trial began April 15, Trump
has gone from leading Biden head-
to-head by 0.3 percentage points
in the RealClearPolitics national
polling average to 1.1 percentage
points as of this past Friday.

The persistent polling lead for
the 45th president and the per-
ceived stakes of the Nov. 5 elec-
tion are “creating [a] freakout” in

Democratic political circles, Po-
litico reported Tuesday.

“There’s still a path to win this,
but they don’t look like a cam-
paign that’s embarking on that
path right now,” longtime Demo-
cratic strategist Pete Giangreco
told the outlet. “If the frame of
this race is, ‘What was better, the
3.5 years under Biden or four
years under Trump?’, we lose that
every day of the week and twice
on Sunday.”

Trump’s press team came to the
microphones immediately after
Biden’s team left, arguing that the
president’s campaign showing up
at the courthouse shows that the
trial amounts to “election inter-
ference of the highest order.”

“Crooked Joe Biden and his
campaign are in complete freak-
out mode, and that’s why they’ve

gone back on the word and now
they’ve gone in bed with a highly
conflicted, conflicted judge, and
now they’re making a political
mockery of this entire thing,”
campaign spokesman Steven
Cheung said.

Trump 2024 national press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt said that
“actors like Robert De Niro” have
“no idea the real problems that
people in this city and across this
country are facing.

“President Trump is backed by
the hardworking men and women
of this country, and I cannot help
but laugh when Joe Biden’s
spokesperson actually came out
here and accused President
Trump of being a threat to de-
mocracy. Joe Biden is the real
threat to democracy. He is weap-
onizing our justice system.”

YosiiH uaneig ‘obuepy ‘4 Alobain

Gohen a
‘GLOAT’:
defense

Donald Trump cannot be con-
victed based on the words of his
former fixer Michael Cohen —
the “greatest liar of all time” —
defense lawyers argued Tuesday
at the end of a historic criminal
trial against the former president.

“Have you heard about GOAT,
like greatest of all time?” Trump
lawyer Todd Blanche asked the
Manbhattan jury deciding the case,
which stems from Cohen’s
$130,000 payment on the eve of
the 2016 election that kept porn
star Stormy Daniels from telling
her story about an alleged tryst
with Trump a decade earlier.

“Michael Cohen is the GLOAT.
He’s literally the Greatest ‘Liar’ Of
All Time,” Blanche added, calling
the convicted felon “literally like
an MVP of liars” and the “human
embodiment of reasonable doubt.”

Prosecutors shot back that it
was Trump who chose their
flawed star witness as his trusted
right-hand man precisely because
Cohen was willing to lie and cheat
— for his former boss, that is.

“We didn’t choose Michael Co-
hen. We didn’t pick him up at the
witness store,” deadpanned Man-
hattan Assistant District Attorney
Joshua Steinglass.

“The defendant chose Michael
Cohen to be his fixer!” Steinglass
exclaimed.

Ben Kochman, Kyle Schnitzer,

Max Rivera, Priscilla DeGregory

Judge nixes
fed ‘gag’ hid

A federal judge on Tuesday re-
jected a request by prosecutors to
impose a gag order barring Don-
ald Trump from making inflam-
matory comments about law en-
forcement, after the former presi-
dent, his attorneys and allies
drew attention to an FBI authori-
zation order for “deadly force”
while executing a search warrant
at Mar-a-Lago in August 2022.

In denying the gag request, Flor-
ida US District Judge Aileen Can-
non also accused special counsel
Jack Smith’s office of hastily sub-
mitting a motion “wholly lacking in
substance” and without the “pro-
fessional courtesy” of first confer-
ring with Trump’s legal team.

Cannon was appointed to the
federal bench by Trump in 2020.

Josh Christenson
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ELECTION 2024

Biden polling has party in panic

By OLIVIA LAND

President Biden’s consistently
poor polling is triggering panic
among Democratic operatives
with little more than five months
to go before his likely election
rematch against Donald Trump.

The outlook has grown so dire,
Politico reported Tuesday, that
one adviser to major party do-
nors has been circulating a run-
ning tally of nearly two dozen
reasons why the incumbent is in
trouble — including his age,
frustration over immigration and
inflation and the unpopularity of
Vice President Kamala Harris.

“Donors ask me on an hourly ba-
sis about what I think,” the adviser
said, adding that it’s “so much eas-
ier to show them, so while they
read it, I can pour a drink.

“The list of why we ‘could’ win
is so small, I don’t even need to
keep the list on my phone,” the
insider added.

“You don’t want to be that guy
who is on the record saying
‘We’re doomed, or ‘The cam-
paign’s bad’ or ‘Biden’s making
mistakes.” Nobody wants to be
that guy,” the Democratic opera-
tive in close touch with the
White House said, explaining
why the president’s allies are
putting on a brave face while pri-
vately having a “freakout” about
election stakes.

“This isn’t, ‘Oh my God, Mitt
Romney might become presi-
dent, ” they added. “It’s ‘Oh my
God, the democracy might end.””

Losing war-chest edge

In addition to polls showing
Trump, 77, leading Biden, 81, in
the battleground states that will
likely decide the presidency, the
45th president is also catching
up in the money race.

In April, the Trump campaign
and Republican National Com-
mittee outraised the Biden cam-
paign and the Democrats by $25
million — including a record
$50.5 million cash grab from an

Dems’ “0Oh my
God’ moment

April 6 event in Palm Beach.
The money gap triggered an
urgent appeal from Democratic
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Hea-
ley when Biden visited Boston
for two fundraisers last week.
“To those of you who opened
up your wallets, thank you,”
Healey told the donors. “We’d
like you to open them up a little
bit more and to find more patri-
ots — more patriots who believe
in this country, who recognize
and understand the challenge

presented at this time.”

“New York Democrats need to
wake up,” said Manhattan Bor-
ough President Mark Levine.
“The number of people in New
York, including people of color
that I come across who are saying
positive things about Trump, is
alarming.

“I'm worried it’s going to be a
2022 situation, where everyone
wakes up in the last seven weeks
and has to scramble.”

“The election is more competi-

tive than it should be, given the
wretchedness of who Donald
Trump is,” added South Bronx
Democratic Rep. Ritchie Torres.
“In a properly functioning democ-
racy, Donald Trump should have
no viable path to the presidency.
The fact of a competitive race is
cause for concern.”

The Biden campaign, mean-
while, dismissed Trump’s recent
events in New York and New Jer-
sey as “photo ops and p.r. stunts.”

oland@nypost.com
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RFK campaign’s hig ‘signing’ bonus

Robert F. Kennedy Jr’s
campaign paid people a
whopping $90 an hour to
collect signatures in New
York to get him on the
state’s ballot for his long-
shot independent presi-
dential campaign.

The independent hope-
ful’s campaign — which

said Tuesday it submitted
enough valid signatures to
get him on the ballot —
shelled out a total of more
than a million dollars for
the effort, according to a
lawsuit it filed against the
state Board of Elections
last week protesting the re-
quired name-collecting.

ZipRecruiter says the na-
tional hourly average for
“petition signature jobs” is
$35, while the minimum
wage for New York is be-
tween about $14 and $16.

Major-party candidates
can secure ballot access by
their internal party nomi-
nation processes.

Getting on the state bal-
lot is not the only issue
Kennedy has had to con-
tend with in New York.

As The Post revealed last
week, Kennedy (right) may
not live in the Westchester
County home he officially
lists on his voter registra-
tion. Vaughn Golden

REP. BOB GOOD
“Too late.”

Trump
revenge

on DeS
hacker

Former President Donald
Trump paid back House
Freedom Caucus leader Rep.
Bob Good Tuesday for his
endorsement of Florida Gov.
Ron DeSantis during the Re-
publican primary — by
backing Good’s challenger
days after the congressman
showed up at Trump’s Man-
hattan trial on charges of fal-
sifying business records.

“Bob Good is BAD FOR
VIRGINIA, AND BAD FOR
THE USA,” Trump wrote on
Truth Social.

“He turned his back on our
incredible movement, and
was constantly attacking and
fighting me until recently,
when he gave a warm and
‘loving” Endorsement - But
really, it was too late,” the
45th president added, saying
the “damage has been done.”

Trump, 77, backed Virginia
state Sen. John McGuire — a
close ally of the former pres-
ident and a former Navy
SEAL — in the June 18 pri-
mary.

Good (R-Va.) was one of a
gaggle of House Republi-
cans who showed up at
Manhattan Criminal Court
May 16 to speak out on be-
half of Trump to get around
a gag order issued by the
trial judge.

Whoever wins the GOP
primary in Virginia’s Fifth
Congressional District will
be favored for election in the
mostly rural district, which
Good has represented since
2021.

Good’s office did not im-
mediately respond to an in-
quiry from The Post.

Diana Glebova




Met’s Native Am. curator under scrutiny

By ISABEL VINCENT

Native American campaigners
are raising questions about the
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s
first-ever curator of Native
American art — claiming that
she does not belong to a feder-
ally recognized tribe, The Post
has learned.

Patricia Marroquin Norby was
hired with great fanfare in 2020,
after what the museum said was
“a long and competitive search”
for its “inaugural Associate Cu-
rator of Native American Art” in
the American Wing.

For years, Marroquin Norby,
53, described herself — includ-
ing in legal filings — as
“Apache,” “Eastern Apache” and
“Nde” as well as “Purepacha/
Tarascan,” an indigenous group
from the northwestern part of
Michoacan, Mexico.

A year after her appointment,
The New York Times described
her as “the museum’s first Na-
tive American curator and its
first curator of Native American
art” in a glowing profile.

And in 2022, Marroquin Norby
told NPR, “First, I should say,”
before speaking briefly in an ap-
parent Native language, then
saying in English, “I am Pure-
pacha. I'm Purepacha descent.”

But after Native American re-
searchers disputed her claims to
any indigenous heritage, The
Met told The Post that she was
Purepacha, a Mexican indige-
nous group.

The museum declined to make
Marroquin Norby available for
an interview.

Out to ‘cancel’ me

On Monday, Marroquin Norby
said in a social-media post that
she has been targeted by a group
of Native American women who
are trying to “cancel” her. She
said she is proud of her “Pure-
pacha and Nde [Mexican
Apache] family roots from Mex-
ico, northern Mexico and Texas.
I am not going to hide my iden-
tity or family history in shame.”

A spokeswoman for The Met
said, “Patricia Marroquin Norby
is of Purepacha descent and also
descends from Indigenous com-
munities in what is now Texas.”

The Purepacha are a Mexican
native group, which is not one
of the 574 Indian tribes recog-
nized by the US Department of
the Interior’s Indian Affairs di-
vision.

But even the curator’s claim to
be Purepacha is questioned by
Native campaigners against so-
called “pretendians” — people
who falsely claim they are tribal
members.

The most notorious examples
are actress Sacheen Little-
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feather, who claimed she was
Apache and Yaqui when she ad-
dressed the Oscars in 1973, read-
ing a boycott statement from
Marlon Brando; and Canadian
singer-songwriter Buffy Sainte-
Marie, who claimed to be Cree.
Campaigners say both were
white women who lied for dec-
ades, with Littlefeather’s fraud
only emerging after her death.
“With all of the Native Ameri-
can scholars out there, we really
wonder why the museum chose
Patricia, who is definitely not

Native American,” said Kathy
Griffin, a member of the Chero-
kee Nation who compiled a ge-
nealogy of Marroquin Norby’s
family that she shared with The
Post.

Gaps in family tree

The review of her ancestry
compiled by Griffin shows no
evidence that any of her par-
ents, grandparents or great-
grandparents were enrolled
members of a recognized tribe.

ANCESTRAL
CLAIMS:

Critics in the
Native American
community
accuse Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art
associate Patricia
Marroquin Norby
(left and above)

of being a
“pretendian”

who descends
from a tribe that

is not federally
recognized.

“It’s genocide again of Native
Americans,” Griffin said. “Now
[white people’s] descendants
are colonizing us again by
claiming to be us.”

Purepacha is not a federally
recognized tribe in the US but
has a diaspora community, a
member of which told The Post:
“[Marroquin Norby] wants to be
the only Indian in the room and
that doesn’t serve the commu-
nity.

“It’s the first time that some-
one claiming to be part of our
community has behaved this
way.”

“With pretendians, we’ve no-
ticed a lot of red flags,” said Na-
tive American writer and activ-
ist Jacqueline Keeler, who first
exposed Sacheen Littlefeather.
“One of those is shifting of Na-
tive identities. You can see that
with [Marroquin] Norby and
her shifting claims.”

Lianna Costantino, a co-
founder of the Tribal Alliance
Against Frauds, agreed. The
non-profit added the genealogi-
cal research compiled by Griffin
to their website on Saturday.

“They constantly shift from
one tribe to another and claim
to be indigenous from Mexico
which is a lot harder to prove,”
Costantino told The Post Friday.
“She [Marroquin Norby] has
nothing to show that she has a
connection to the Purepecha in
Mexico.”

Marroquin Norby, 53, who
grew up in the Chicago area,
once described herself as “an
urban Indian” who began to pro-

claim her indigenous roots as an
adult.

In a 2006 article in the Leader-
Telegram of Eau Claire, Wis.,
she described being mocked in
fifth grade when she spoke
about her great-grandmother
Maria Jesus Torres, who “healed
people in the Purepacha Mexi-
can Indian tradition.”

Let the records show

Public records show that Tor-
res and her husband left Mexico
in the 1930s and settled in Chic-
ago.

Marroquin Norby married
Nathan Norby, a veterinarian, in
a Native American ceremony in
Osseo, Wis., in 2003, with the
Leader-Telegram reporting that
an elder performed a “sage
blessing” for the couple and
there were customs and guests
from six tribes.

Before her appointment at the
Met, Marroquin Norby was sen-
ior executive and assistant di-
rector of the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of the American
Indian in lower Manhattan for
10 months in 2019 and 2020.

“The Met really needs to edu-
cate themselves about American
Indian sovereignty,” Costantino
said. “They are so obsessed with
DEI [diversity, equity and inclu-
sion] that they are not doing
their due diligence, and when
they don’t do the work they are
doing a disservice to the Native
community, to people who have
suffered erasure. They are just
erasing them again.”
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BORDER CRISIS

TODD
BENSMAN

Y refusing repeated chances
to answer simple questions
about a May 3 incident at
Marine Corps Base Quan-

tico, the Biden administration has
essentially confirmed one of
America’s worst — and most po-
litically consequential — night-
mares related to the ongoing
border crisis.

Two illegal immigrants just
attempted a terror attack on US
soil.

‘We know that a Jordanian who
illegally crossed the border
joined up with another Jorda-
nian who had overstayed his
visa, and drove a box truck to
the gates of Quantico. They
claimed to be Amazon delivery
drivers and tried to access a site
that houses the FBI training
academy, military-officer train-
ing schools, military criminal in-
vestigations and intelligence
commands.

Quick-thinking military police
stopped the truck and charged
the men with trespassing before
turning them over the US Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment.

What happened next? We
don’t know.

Mum on terror ties

The government refuses to say
if either of these men was on a
terror watchlist, if they made
any confessions in custody or
even if they are being deported.

In fact, authorities didn’t even
acknowledge the incident until
Potomac Local News’ Kelly
Sienkowski broke the story.

Since then, the White House
and ICE have had every oppor-
tunity to deny what seems obvi-
ous, but have not done so.

“Given that it is an active law-
enforcement matter, I would
have to refer you to ICE,” White
House press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said in response to a

afiValbhase
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NEAR-DISASTER: Two illegal immigrants from Jordan were thwarted trying to get this box truck onto Marine Corps Base Quantico.

question from Fox News. “I just
can’t dive into that, again, be-
cause there is a law-enforce-
ment matter.”

Consider that since the 9/11 at-
tacks, federal authorities and the
American people have enjoyed a
kind of public compact that now
stands broken. It is that the gov-
ernment almost always clarifies

to the American public whether
its top counterterrorism profes-
sionals regard initially ambigu-
ous attacks as motivated by in-
ternational or domestic terror-
ism — or not — and often a
thumbs-up or down as to
whether the FBI Joint Terrorism
Task Force was investigating.
But the Biden administration

will not engage in this one rare
case, a startling break with
post-9/11 tradition.

Election-year concern

I believe the reason President
Biden’s people won’t acknowl-
edge the first-ever border-cross-
ing terror-attack attempt is to
serve political aims, at the ex-
pense of public safety.

They know that acknowledg-
ing a terror attack from the bor-
der crisis would further damage
a Biden re-election campaign
that is already suffering dearly
from it.

Much recent polling shows the
border crisis and its attendant
national-security fears consti-
tute a major political vulnerabil-
ity for the Biden re-election
campaign for which voters al-
ready plan to punish Biden and
reward Donald Trump.

The border crisis could swing
the election already, and now
come credible reports that at
least one Jordanian border
crosser just tried to ram a huge
truck through an important mili-
tary and law-enforcement in-
stallation.

But those who care about the
national-security threat that
Biden’s open-borders policy cre-
ated are not going away until his
administration publicly goes on
record about what happened.

Already, a dozen congressmen
just sent a letter demanding an-
swers about the attack.

Consider that if law enforce-
ment knows what terrorists
have tried, it knows what to pro-
tect against. By stonewalling the
nation for political gain, Biden is
putting Americans in jeopardy.

Todd Bensman is a senior na-
tional security fellow at the Cen-
ter for Immigration Studies.

El Ghapo capo extradited to US

CARTELTO
CUFFS: Nestor
Isidro Perez
Salas, a k a “El

A high-ranking honcho
and assassin for El Chapo’s
Sinaloa drug cartel has
been shipped to the US to
face drug, gun and conspir-
acy charges, federal offi-
cials said.

Nestor Isidro Perez Salas,
a vicious sicario known as
“El Nini,” was a leading fig-
ure in the international nar-
co-trafficking  operation

once run by Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman and his
family before Salas was
picked up by Mexican au-
thorities last year and held
for extradition.

“We allege El Nini was
one of the Sinaloa Cartel’s
lead sicarios, or assassins,
and was responsible for the
murder, torture and kid-
napping of rivals and wit-

nesses who threatened the
cartel’s criminal drug traf-
ficking enterprise,” US At-
torney General Merrick
Garland said in a statement.

“We also allege El Nini
was a part of the Sinaloa
Cartel’s production and
sale of fentanyl, including
in the United States,” Gar-
land said. “El Nini joins the
growing list of cartel lead-

ers and associates indicted
in, and extradited to, the
United States.”

Feds say Perez Salas
served as security chief for
Guzman, while what’s left
of the cartel is run by Guz-
man’s sons and relatives.

Guzman, extradited to
the US in 2017, is now serv-
ing a life sentence in Colo-
rado. Jorge Fitz-Gibbon

Nini,” is being
brought to the US
to face a slew of
charges stem-
ming from run-
ning a murderous
operation that
shipped fentanyl
into the country,
the attorney gen-
eral’s office says.




BORDER CRISIS

‘TERRORISTS

cramble to fix watchlist flub

By JENNIE TAER

The Biden administration is
scrambling to close an intelli-
gence-sharing gap after at least
six people on the terror watchlist
were let into the US over the last
two years.

Men with ties to US-designated
terror groups including Somalia’s
Al-Shabaab and Afghanistan’s
Hezb-e-Islami were all vetted by
border officers and allowed into
the US, before later being found
to be on watchlists.

Under current rules, immigra-
tion judges and asylum officers —
who interview migrants to see if
they qualify for entry into the US
— are barred from accessing cer-
tain classified information held
by the Department of Homeland
Security, which would help them
make better decisions about
whether migrants are terrorists
or national security threats.

Too little, too late?

DHS Secretary Alejandro May-
orkas now plans to increase auto-
matic access to that information
for judges and asylum officers,
rolling back an order that has
stood since 2004 barring them
from it except in certain excep-
tional circumstances, as first re-
ported by NBC.

However, some feel the order is
coming too late, after almost four
years of crisis at the border that
have seen over 7 million arrested
for attempting to enter the US il-
legally, according to Customs and
Border Protection figures.

“Now the administration is be-
coming reactive,” former Immi-
gration Judge Edwin Pieters, who
left the bench last year, told The
Post of the policy change. During
his tenure as an immigration
judge, Pieters said he’d have to
take DHS at their word that they
had completed “satisfactory”

background checks on the cases
he oversaw.

“Honestly, I don’t know why
they held us back, and it’s only
coming up because a news report
came out and now they’re trying
to play catch-up,” he added.

Pieters was referring to the case
of Afghan migrant Mohammad
Kharwin, 48, who illegally en-
tered the US near San Ysidro, Ca-
lif., in March 2023.

He was arrested by border offi-
cers but processed and released
into the country. Almost a year
later, the FBI notified Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement
that Kharwin was a suspected
member of Hezb-e-Islami.

Former Immigration Judge
Matt O’Brien, who is now at the
Immigration Reform Law Insti-
tute, told The Post that DHS is
supposed to disclose in court in-
formation on even possible terror
ties, but it appears they failed to
do so in certain recent cases.

“What I suspect happened here
is that the current administra-

tion’s lax approach to national se-
curity bit it in the posterior, and
in a desperate ‘cover your a--’
move it’s now trying to make it
look like it’s closing a loophole
that never existed in the first
place,” O’Brien said.

Fears of October surprise

Andrew Arthur, former terror-
ism prosecutor with the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service
and fellow with the Center for
Immigration Studies, said he be-
lieves that with watchlisted mi-
grants being let into the country
and incidents such as two illegal
immigrants trying to breach Ma-
rine Base Quantico in Virginia,
the Biden administration needs to
be wary of a full-blown terrorist
attack.

“I think the Biden administra-
tion is very concerned there is go-
ing to be an October surprise and
one or more of these people are
going to do something,” Arthur
told The Post. “I think the Biden

administration is very concerned
... I think they’re only now wak-
ing up to the fact that this would
be an electoral disaster for Demo-
crats and for Biden if one of these
guys were to do something. This
is a huge vulnerability politically,
and I think it’s a huge national-se-
curity vulnerability.”

The DHS didn’t respond to The
Post’s request for comment.

In February, ICE also admitted
that a 27-year-old Somali man,
who has not been identified by
name, was released by border au-
thorities into the country after he
crossed the border illegally into
California despite being a “con-
firmed member of Al-Shabaab,”
designated a terrorist group by
the US.

The man was listed on the ter-
ror watchlist for his alleged in-
volvement “in the use, manufac-
ture or transportation of explo-
sives or firearms,” but was re-
leased after border agents got
wrong information. He was ar-
rested in January in Minnesota.

sJoIney

The feds’
greatest
misses

As the border has been over-
whelmed with illegal migrants,
at least six on the terror watch-
list have been allowed to enter

the United States, including:

B Mohammad Kharwin, 48, an
Afghan national, was freed twice,
once by the Border Patrol and an-
other time by a swamped Texas
immigration court, despite being
flagged as a member of Hezb-e-
Islami, which the US director of
national intelligence describes as
a “virulently anti-Western insur-
gent group.” He was eventually
arrested and deported.

H In February 2024, a Pakistani
illegal immigrant on the watch-
list who'd crossed from Mexico
into California was accidentally
released for a day before US au-
thorities uncovered the error and
caught up with him.

u In late 2023, New York police
arrested a Senegalese man
wanted in his home country for
“terrorist activities” who some-
how got into the US.

m In 2023, Border Patrol waved
through a watchlisted Somali
member of the Al-Shabaab ter-
rorist group near San Diego. He
was free for nearly a year before
authorities finally picked him up
in Minneapolis.

H Colombian national Isnardo
Garcia-Amado (inset), 35, was
released with a tracking device
April, 18 2022,
after he crossed
into Yuma, Ariz.
Days after his
release, the
FBI's Terrorist
Screening Cen-
ter determined
Garcia-Amado was a positive
match, but ICE didn’t nab him
until May 4 of that year.

H Also in 2022, ICE released an
FBI watchlisted Lebanon-born
Venezuelan who’d crossed from
Matamoros into Brownsville,
Texas, on the grounds the man
was at risk of catching COVID.
This release occurred against FBI
recommendations that he remain
in detention because he was
both dangerous and a flight

risk. Todd Bensman
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Stab-spree suspect also eyed in slay

g

risly
murder

ODD COUPLE: Jared Ravizza (above, in court

Tuesday over multiple stabbings) lived with
Bruce Feldman (far left), who was found slain.

By JACK MORPHET
and RONNY REYES

The man accused of stabbing six
people at a Massachusetts movie
theater and a McDonald’s over the
weekend appeared in court Tues-
day, as police also named him the
prime suspect in the death of his
roommate.

Jared Ravizza, 26, of Chilmark,
was arraigned at Plymouth Dis-
trict Court on one count of assault
with intent to murder, two counts
of assault and battery, and inde-
cent exposure related to his stab-
bing of two employees at a
McDonald’s on Saturday.

He was ordered by a judge to re-
main in custody and be given a
mental health evaluation.

The McDonald’s incident was
the third involving Ravizza on Sat-
urday.

He stabbed a 28-year-old man
working at the drive-thru window,
according to police.

Police say Ravizza then went
into the restaurant and stabbed a
female employee with what ap-
peared to be a kitchen knife.

“The female victim’s stab
wound was approximately five
centimeters deep, and she also
had wounds to her in her left bi-
cep and left underarm,” prosecu-
tors said in court.

Like ‘Nicholson’

A female witness who saw Rav-
izza urinating in public outside
the eatery later told police he had
a “big expression” on his face, and
compared it to Jack Nicholson’s
unhinged character in the horror
movie “The Shining,” according to
a police report.

Prior to that incident, Ravizza
allegedly slashed four girls aged
between 9 and 17, while watching
the children’s movie “IF” at an
AMC in Braintree at around 6 p.m.
Saturday. He is still to be charged

in that incident.

Ravizza — who describes him-
self as a model, CEO and philan-
thropist — fled after both inci-
dents but was pursued by Massa-
chusetts State Troopers until he
wrecked his car and was taken in
later Saturday night.

Connecticut police confirmed
Tuesday that Ravissa is the room-
mate they were looking for in con-
nection to the discovery of the body
of Bruce Feldman, 70, in the Deep
River home they had rented together.

Ravizza’s belongings were found
at the grisly scene, and police con-
firmed he had been with Feldman
on Saturday before the murder.

Criminal charges against Rav-
izza in Connecticut were still
pending Tuesday night.

Feldman’s partner, Julie Feld-
man, choked back tears as she told
The Post: “The whole thing’s
really shocking ... We were to-
gether a very, very long time.”

It is unknown how Bruce Feld-

man and Ravizza knew each other
or came to rent the house to-
gether, where they had lived for
between two and three weeks,
according to locals.

Cybersecurity consultant Char-
lie Brashears, 54, who lived next
door, said Feldman once de-
scribed himself as Ravizza’s friend
and then his father, although the
two were not relatives.

Brashears added  Feldman
owned a gray poodle named Lily
and another black dog, which he
believes Ravizza killed.

“My understanding is he
stabbed the dogs to death,” Brash-
ears said. “Bruce was an odd duck.
Jared obviously had a clear [men-
tal health] break.”

Feldman allegedly got into a dis-
pute with two neighbors Saturday
that ended with an unnamed sus-
pect throwing a shovel through a
front door window pane.

Officers investigating the inci-
dent found the body.

dv

Parole?
No, Son

of Sam

Infamous “Son of Sam”
serial killer David Berko-
witz was denied parole for
the 12th time last week, ac-
cording to online records.

Berkowitz, 70, has been in
prison since he was ar-
rested on Aug. 10, 1977, for
the random killings of six
people during his reign of
terror in New York City be-
tween 1976 and 1977.

He was given multiple life
sentences and became eligi-
ble for parole in 2002 —
with parole board hearings
every two years since.

A parole board once again
decided to keep him behind
bars last week, according to
the records.

Ahead of the board deci-
sion, the convicted Kkiller
told The Post he knew he
had zero chance of getting
out but would attend the
hearing regardless.

“To not attend a hearing
can be viewed as being
defiant towards authority,
and that’s not me,” Berko-
witz said.

“Most of all, I attend in
order to openly apologize
for my past crimes and to
express my remorse,” he
added.

The Kkiller’s past crimes
include randomly shooting
young women and couples
sitting in parked cars across
the Big Apple — terrorizing
residents and sending the
city into a panic over a
nine-month period.

Allie Griffin with Wires

Test run of
DOE e-plan

Big Apple families are be-
ing asked by the city to join
a remote-learning simula-
tion on their kids’ day off to
better prepare for an emer-
gency after public schools’
technical meltdown during
a February snow day.

Students and families
have been requested to vol-
untarily log into their
school systems at a pre-
scheduled time slot on June
6 to engage in the non-in-
structional activity.

The simulation comes
after thousands of students
in February tried to log in
only to find they faced
glitches and error messa-
ges. Aneeta Bhole




Ma slay
rap in kid
horror

A monster Bronx mom al-
legedly hung her 6-year-old
daughter by her wrists and
beat her to death — the fi-
nal act in a long series of
unspeakable child abuse in
the “house of horrors.”

Lynija Eason, a 27-year-old
resident of East 165th Street
in Morrisania, is accused of
brutally abusing her child,
Jelayah ~ Eason  Branch
(above), starting March 1.

Cops discovered the little
girl’s body in the filthy

apartment Sunday, the
Bronx District Attorney’s
Office said Tuesday.

The child was found with
bruises and malnourished
— with marks on her wrists
from the restraints her
mom allegedly used to hang
her in a closet and beat her.

The city Medical Exam-
iner’s Office ruled Jelayah’s
death a result of child abuse,
positional asphyxia, blunt
force injuries and malnour-
ishment, the DA’s Office said.

Eason has been charged
with second-degree mur-
der, first- and second-de-
gree manslaughter and en-
dangering the welfare of a
child. Steve Janoski

Actor’s mom
rips LA killers

The mother of former
“General Hospital” actor
Johnny Wactor slammed his
“evil” killers Tuesday, while
calling her slain son a “hero”
for shielding a female co-
worker from the gunman.

“This person is evil,” Scar-
lett Wactor told the “Today”
show of the gunman who
shot her son dead just for his
car’s catalytic converter.

“I think they are cowards.
As a parent, you never expect
to bury a child,” said the
mom, who has been rewatch-
ing episodes of her son’s soap
since his LA killing early Sat-
urday. Isabel Keane

By REUVEN FENTON
and JORGE FITZ-GIBBON

It’s been nearly eight years since
FDNY hero Michael Fahy was killed
in the line of duty, but he was not
forgotten as the department pro-
moted 63 of New York’s Bravest at a
Randall’s Island ceremony Tuesday.

“Today is definitely with Mike,”
newly anointed Deputy Assistant
Chief Michael Wood told The Post.

“He said, ‘There’s not a greater no-
ble cause than to be a firefighter.” So,
ever since I heard him say that, it res-
onated with me and I try to live every
day with that in the back of my head
and try to do the right thing.”

Wood, 34, a FDNY veteran, joined
dozens of other firefighters at the
ceremony, including 32 promoted to
lieutenant and 30 others to captain
to help fill the department’s upper
ranks.

“Leadership is obviously one of
the greatest challenges and honors
we can take on in any place, espe-
cially in the world’s greatest fire de-
partment,” Fire Commissioner
Laura Kavanagh told them.

“Not only are you saying it was al-
ready enough to be physically
brave, to put your life on the line,
but you’ve decided to have moral
courage and to lead those people
that you love in this department,
keep them safe every day,” she said.

‘In good times and bad’

“To be there for them in their
good times in their bad times, to
coach them, to make them a better
team, to struggle through with them
every day, the joys, the hopes, the
difficulties of being a member of
the New York City Fire Depart-
ment, and that is the greatest gift of
all and the greatest challenge of all.”

The promotions follow a tumul-
tuous year that saw 10 top chiefs ask
for demotions in the wake of
Kavanagh’s shake-up in the depart-
ment’s upper ranks.

An earlier promotion ceremony
in March was marred by contro-
versy when a group of pro-Trump
attendees booed state Attorney Le-
titia James, who spoke at the event.

BLAZING A TRAIL

Srevest new brass reeall el her

BALL OF FIRE: The team from Truck 18 celebrates Brian Gitman’s promotion to FDNY lieutenant Tuesday.
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But nothing marred Tuesday’s
promotions. For Wood, assigned to
Division 7 in The Bronx, it was
about his fallen pal.

Fahy, 33, a firefighter whose father
also served in the department, was
killed in an explosion at a Bronx
marijuana grow house in Septem-
ber 2016.

“You always are concerned about
getting that phone call, and I re-
member getting that phone call that
morning when Mike Fahy passed
away,” Wood told The Post.

“I had worked with Mike two days
before, so it really hits hard. Aside
from 9/11, that was probably my
darkest day. You try to learn from
those and hope that we don’t have
any more of those. It’s a dream that
can’t be attained but at least it’s
something I try to do every day.”

HONOR GUARD: Michael Wood
dedicated his promotion to fallen
friend Michael Fahy.

Tuesday when a speeding

A pedestrian was killed

at 6 p.m. when she noticed
the blue Jeep SUV barreling

Jeep into a tailspin.
She was struck by the

car — clipped by another
vehicle — slammed into her
at a Bronx intersection in a
caught-on-camera hit-and-
run, police said.

The 30-year-old woman
was crossing Washington
Avenue at East 167th Street

toward her, video shows.

She paused in the center
of the crosswalk and took a
step backward as she
watched a black Toyota
RAV4 clip the Jeep.

The RAV4 hit the Jeep’s
rear bumper, sending the

Jeep and violently thrown
into a parked car.

The Jeep driver jumped
out of the car and fled the
scene, according to the
NYPD.

Video shows three people
emerge from the damaged

Jeep, with the driver point-
ing in the direction of
where the pedestrian was
struck.

He grabbed several items
from the car and calmly
walked away, according to
the footage.

The RAV4 driver stayed
at the scene.

Woman stroller killed in Bx. hit-run

The pedestrian, whose
identity has not been re-
vealed, was rushed to Lin-
coln Hospital, where she was
pronounced dead, cops said.

It’s not clear which vehi-
cle had the right of way or

whether  either  drove
through a red light.
Katherine Donlevy
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ISRAEL UNDER ATTACK

ey LN ECY Fires, flares and smashed
vid: ‘Patience’

Amazon worker’s plea

New York Post, Wednesday, May 29, 2024

A terrorist group in Gaza re-
leased a hostage video on Tues-
day of an Israeli Amazon em-
ployee who was kidnapped dur-
ing Hamas’ bloody Oct. 7 at-
tacks — and has been held in
the war-torn enclave ever since.

Sasha Troufanov, a 28-year-
old computer engineer with the
Tel Aviv-based microelectron-
ics firm Annapurna Labs, an
Amazon subsidiary, wore a
black, white and red polo shirt
in the video, which he ad-
dressed to the Israeli public and
“all of the protesters,” accord-
ing to The Jerusalem Post.

Troufanov (right) — who is
being held by Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad — added that “in
the next few days, will hear the
truth of what happened to me,
as well as the other prisoners in
Gaza”

He also asked people to “wait
patiently,” the outlet said.

“The proof of life from Alex-
ander (Sasha) Trpfanov is addi-
tional evidence that the Israeli
government must give a signifi-
cant mandate to the negotiating
team, which will be able to lead
to a deal for the return of all the
hostages — the living to reha-
bilitation and the murdered to
burial,” the Hostages & Missing
Families Forum said in a state-
ment after the video’s release.

Troufanov was one of the
roughly 250 people abducted by
terrorists during Hamas’ mur-
derous attacks, which left

nearly 1,200 Israelis dead.

Amazon employees in Israel
have hung signs, made T-shirts
and held events in solidarity
with Troufanov, but they are re-
portedly frustrated over man-
agement declining to issue any
public statement about his ab-
duction.

Troufanov’s father, Vitali, a
Russian immigrant to Israel,
was killed.

Troufanov’s mother, grand-
mother and girlfriend were
freed by Hamas as part of an
earlier truce between the group
and the Israeli government six
weeks after the attack.

After the carnage, Jewish em-
ployees at Amazon both in Is-
rael and in its offices worldwide
wanted to hang signs on com-
pany grounds marking the
number of days Troufanov was
being held in the Hamas-run
Gaza Strip. Steve Jankowski

Tanks in Rafah center

Israeli tanks were seen enter-
ing the center of Rafah on Tues-
day as the Israel Defense Force’s
ground operation in the south-
ern Gaza city entered its third
week.

The tanks were reportedly
spotted near the Al-Awda
mosque, a central landmark, wit-
ness told Reuters.

The IDF confirmed that its op-
erations in the area were ongo-
ing, but did not comment on pos-
sible activities in the city center.

“Overnight, IDF troops oper-
ated on the Philadelphi Corri-
dor while conducting precise
operational activity based on in-
telligence indicating the pres-
ence of terror targets in the

area,” the IDF said.

The Philadelphi Corridor is
the Israeli name for the 8.7-mile
strip that comprises the border
between the Gaza Strip and
Egypt.

An Egyptian security guard
was shot dead at the Gaza-Egypt
border on Monday, though nei-
ther Egypt nor Israel confirmed
if the shooting was the result of a
scuffle between the two sides.

News that Israeli tanks were
spotted in the Rafah city center
coincided with reports that aid
deliveries to the beleaguered re-
gion were temporarily sus-
pended after the US-built pier in
Gaza was damaged by rough
seas. Olivia Land, Wires

$3 MILLION

By CARL CAMPANILE

Anti-Israel criminals caused at
least $3 million in damage and the
need for costly extra security at
taxpayer-funded City College’s
campus in upper Manhattan dur-
ing their violent protests there, of-
ficials say.

One protester who threw a
flare that torched the roof of the
City University of New York
school’s administration building
caused $350,000 worth of damage
alone, said CUNY chief operat-
ing officer Hector Batista during
recent testimony before the City
Council.

Batista said the flare damage
was particularly unfortunate be-
cause the City Council and the
state previously provided capital
funds to install a new roof.

“It’s costing over $3 million —
money that should be going to our
academic institution and lifting

up our students,” Councilman
Eric Dinowitz (D-Bronx), chair-
man of the council’s Higher Edu-
cation Committee, said in re-
sponse to Batista’s information.
“That’s a real shame — CUNY’s
purpose is to uplift people, not
tear down the institution,” he said,
noting the money could have
been used to aid students in sci-
ence, technology and math pro-
grams, college-prep programs or
students needing child care.
Dozens of protesters were ar-
rested, including many outside
agitators who were not students,
during the unrest over Israel’s re-
taliatory response against Pales-
tinian Hamas terrorists in Gaza.
Vandals at the school caused an-
other $250,000 in damage by
breaking windows, chairs and
other furniture in buildings, Ba-
tista said.
In addition, he reported upward
of $600,000 in damage caused by

demonstrators who spray-painted
video surveillance cameras to
avoid detection.

Dinowitz asked if it was accu-
rate to say there was more than $1
million worth of damage.

Emergency security

Batista said the cost was far
higher when accounting for addi-
tional security measures that were
taken to manage the protests.

“In total, I'd say we’re upwards
of $3 million in spending,” Battista
said.

CUNY also entered into a $4
million contract with Security
Services Corp. to provide addi-
tional security guards at City Col-
lege and other campuses.

It was unclear as of Tuesday
how much has been drawn down
from that contract.

“We felt we needed additional
support for our public-safety offi-
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property in anti-Israel riot

MARAUDER
TOLL: GGNY

cers,” CUNY Chancellor Felix
Matos-Rodriguez explained.

Top CUNY brass, who were
shown internal videos of the van-
dals and destruction at City Col-
lege and briefed on the costs, said
they were stunned by what they
saw.

“People were making fires,
breaking down doors. I couldn’t
believe my eyes. It was unbelieva-
ble,” a CUNY official told The
Post.

Mayor Adams’ executive bud-
get proposes $1.29 billion to
CUNY, mostly covering costs to

FIRE & FURY: The main gate of the City College
of New York in upper Manhattan is besieged by
protesters April 30, with the campus (left) now

facing budget-straining repair and security costs.

the community colleges.

CUNY gets about an additional
$6 billion in outlays from the state
budget.

NYPD reinforcements

Chancellor Matos-Rodriguez
said he only called in the NYPD
during the protests when he felt it
was necessary to protect the cam-
pus community and property.

“My responsibility is to protect
everyone on campus,” the chan-
cellor said.

He said the police have had a

presence at City College after the
Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel and
the ongoing war in Gaza.

Batista said there were 175
“peaceful” protests at City Col-
lege and only one of them got out
of hand, emphasizing a proper
balance was struck between free
speech and campus safety.

City College, of course, was not
alone.

Cops swooped in and made nu-
merous arrests at Columbia Uni-
versity after vandals smashed
their way in and seized historic
Hamilton Hall on April 30.
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US urging

pals: Get off
Iran’s back

Nix nuke rebuke

By JOSH CHRISTENSON

The White House is begging
Britain and France not to for-
mally rebuke Iran over the
theocracy’s growing nuclear
program.

Administration officials
have been pressuring the two
allies and other European na-
tions to vote against censuring
Iran at a meeting of the Inter-
national  Atomic  Energy
Agency’s board of governors
next month, diplomats close
to the discussions told The
Wall Street Journal.

The US is also preparing to
abstain from the IAEA vote,
the diplomats added, with
some suggesting censure
could further destabilize Iran
following the death of its pres-
ident, Ebrahim Raisi, in a May
19 helicopter crash.

A State Department spokes-
person told The Post that the
administration has made “no
decisions” about the meeting
next month and “any specula-
tion about decisions is prema-
ture.”

“We are increasing pressure
on Iran through sanctions and
international isolation as seen
most recently in the coordi-
nated G7 measures taken in
the wake of Iran’s attack
against Israel last month,” the
spokesperson added. “We re-
main tightly coordinated with
our E3 partners [France, Ger-
many and the UK].”

Other Biden administration
officials told the Journal that it
was advocating for European
nations to up their pressure
on Iran by removing regime
banks from their countries
and designating the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps as
a terrorist group.

In response to earlier re-
ports of disagreement be-
tween the US and its allies

over the issue, House Foreign
Affairs Committee Chairman
Michael McCaul (R-Texas)
said, “It is outrageous that this
administration continues to
undermine our allies’ efforts
to hold Iran accountable for
its ongoing [Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons] violations. When is
this administration going to
wake up?”

The Obama administration
relaxed sanctions on Iran in
exchange for Tehran’s place-
ment of limits on its nuclear
program through a 2015 deal
known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action.

The Iran nuclear deal was
scrapped by former President
Donald Trump in 2018, and
President Biden declared it
“dead” in November 2022 de-
spite efforts by his administra-
tion to revamp it.

Last month, the Biden ad-
ministration extended a sanc-
tions waiver that unlocked $10
billion in frozen funds for the
Iranian regime.

“As Iran inches towards a
nuke, I can’t think of a more
weak and dangerous response
than lobbying our closest al-
lies to ignore international ef-
forts to hold the regime ac-
countable.”

Under then-Secretary of
State John Kerry, the Obama
administration also blocked
the FBI from arresting indi-
viduals linked to Iran’s nu-
clear and ballistic missile pro-
grams, according to whistle-
blower disclosures revealed
last week by Sens. Chuck
Grassley (R-ITowa) and Ron
Johnson (R-Wis.). Some of
those named in the disclo-
sures were “known terrorists”
and traveled on US soil.

Michael Goodwin /P. 15
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Robert Mecea

Supporters

freedom.”

wood and Brooklyn community.”
“If these
dropped, he will stand trial, lose
his business and potentially go
to jail,” wrote Jana Vargas-
Lora, the petition’s organizer.
“We need 1,000 signatures to
show our support and ask for
these charges to be dismissed.”
There’s no indication Queens
DA Melinda Katz will back off
the charges. “We will
follow the evidence

are pushing the
Queens district attorney to drop
charges against a liquor store
owner who shot a would-be thief
last week — claiming the “unjust”
rap threatens “his livelihood and

A Change.org petition — which
has received about 1,900 signa-
tures since it was launched on Sat-
urday — called merchant-turned-
suspect Francisco Valerio, 53, a
“beloved member of our Ridge-

charges are not

Push to nix
biz man’s rap
In rob-shoot

FUROR: Backers of liquor store owner Francisco Valerio (bottom) call for dropping the charges for firing a gun at an alleged thief (inset).
By STEVE JANOSKI

where it leads us and litigate this
case, and every other, in a court of
law,” a spokesperson for Katz told
The Post.

Valerio, a father of two, is facing
seven years in prison after shoot-
ing Kevin Pullutasi, 20, who along
with an accomplice allegedly tried
to steal bottles of liquor at Franja
Wines and Liquors in Ridgewood
last week.

Valerio and his brother, Luis,
grabbed the pair after they alleg-
edly saw them slipping the bottles
under their jackets, according to

cops and store surveil-
lance footage.
The encounter
spilled onto the
Wyckoff  Avenue
pavement, and
Pullatasi attacked
the brothers just
before Valerio
stepped outside and
took a wild
swing with his
right hand

— which held a handgun.

The pistol went off — and the
bullet struck Pullatasi, according
to a statement from the Queens
District Attorney’s Office.

Authorities rushed him to Elm-
hurst Hospital Center, where he
was listed in stable condition.

Many have come to Valerio’s de-
fense in the days following the
bloody confrontation.

‘Honorable man’

Neighbors have told The Post
that Valerio and his brother are
upstanding members of the com-
munity who take care of their cus-
tomers and run a good business.

Representatives for the United
Bodegas of America claimed Pul-
lutasi had tried to rob Valerio’s
store “numerous times.”

“We are threatened, robbed, as-
saulted and looted every day, and
the bad guys get away with it,” un-
ion boss Radahmes Rodriguez
said. “They are freed without bail

JUST DROP IT, DA

and nothing ever happens to them.
When we fight back, we are jailed
and in some cases prosecuted.
This must stop.”

“We are once again asking DA
Melinda Katz to drop the charges,”
added UBA spokesman Fernando
Mateo. “Mr. Valerio is an honora-
ble man in society. This should not
change his life.”

Many who signed the petition
agreed. “This man should not go to
jail. He was protecting his store
and himself,” one person wrote.
“This is not right. Are the two who
try to steal going to jail or just get-
ting a slap on the wrist? This is so
unfair. You can’t even protect
yourself anymore in this country.”

“Frank is a good man!” wrote an-
other.

A third said he signed because
Valerio is a “good, hard worker.”

“I know him for a long time, and
I know his family,” the man wrote.
“God bless him.”

Valerio is due back in court on
July 29.

Ramming into hoats a whale of a prank

A group of young orcas
are ramming boats off Eu-
rope’s Atlantic coast, ac-
cording to the International
Whaling Commission.

For the past four years, a
small band of the Kkiller
whales have slammed into
nearly 700 vessels, causing
some to sink, the commis-

sion says. A report from the
group reveals the most
probable reason why these
ocean miscreants ram into
boats at such an alarming
rate: They’re teens goofing
around.

“The sea is a very boring
place for an animal,” re-
searcher Renaud de Ste-

phanis, president of Spain’s
Conservation, Information
and Study of Cetaceans, told
USA Today. “Imagine if
you’re a dog or some other
mammal, you can interact
with objects around you.
But in the sea there’s not
much for the orcas to inter-
act with, so they play with

the [boat] rudders.”

And since the young ma-
rine mammals “have time
on their hands,” they've
turned the act of jutting rud-
der pieces loose into an
aquatic sport, said expert
Alexandre Zerbini. “We
think the orcas are getting
something out of it, they are

enjoying what’s happening.

They’re playing,” he said.
One way for boaters to ad-
dress the problem is to
drape stringy protuberances
from their rudder, according
to experts. It works because
the strands resemble jelly-
fish, which orcas despise.
Alex Mitchell

Docs sour
on ‘hyper’
sugar link

Scientists are unwrap-
ping the myth that sugary
foods and beverages lead
to hyperactivity in kids.

For decades, people have
been linking symptoms of
attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder to sugar
consumption.

However, numerous
studies have failed to find
that sugar affects chil-
dren’s attention span or
behavior.

This is because it’s not
the sugar impacting chil-
dren, rather it may be how
eating sugary treats im-
pacts dopamine, the brain’s
reward chemical, Scien-
ceAlert explained. When
the brain gets a reward, a
sweet, for instance, a surge
of dopamine is released in
the brain.

ScienceAlert cited a 2022
study from Nature Com-
munications that found
mice who had a surge in
dopamine were more phys-
ically active, as if they were
given an amphetamine.

Kids may act more hyper
when given candy because
of the expectation of a re-
ward, although the dopam-
ine is less than if they were
given an amphetamine or
another psychostimulant.

While an  excessive
amount of sugar certainly
isn’t healthy for your child,
it won’t make them bounce
off the walls, the new re-
search says.

Alexandra Klausner

Ship patron
fatal leap

A passenger died after
jumping from the world’s
largest cruise ship on the
first night of a weeklong
voyage, officials told The
Post on Tuesday.

The unidentified man
jumped from Royal Carib-
bean’s 1,200-foot-long Icon
of the Seas, which holds
nearly 10,000 people, soon
after it left Florida for Hon-
duras on Sunday morning,
the Coast Guard said. “The
cruise ship deployed one of
their rescue boats, located
the man and brought him
back aboard,” it said.

He was in critical condi-
tion and later died, the
agency said. David Propper

and Isabel Keane




VER since Donald Trump
launched his 2016 campaign,
Democrats have argued that
he is too weird in too many
ways to be president. They let
their Hollywood wing paint him as
Crazy Orange Man and the Wash-
ington wing stoke fear about
threats to democracy and the
smashing of political norms.

These two wings merged Tuesday
in the bizarre appearance of Robert
De Niro. Once a great actor, De Niro
has become an unhinged Trump
hater and his denunciation of the
former president alternately as a
“clown” and a “tyrant” amounted to
little more than a pip squeaking.

Except for one fact: De Niro
didn’t show up on his own accord
outside the lower Manhattan court-
house where Trump is on trial.

He was sent by Joe Biden’s cam-
paign team as its representative.
The juvenile speech he read pre-
sumably was written by or ap-
proved by the White House.

And they say Trump is weird?

When a has-been actor is your
top surrogate, somebody in the
White House is panicking.

Election ‘anxiety’

In fact, there is nothing normal
about Joe Biden or his misbegotten
presidency, despite what he and
the media would have you believe.
Finally, the pressure of facts is de-
molishing the manufactured pat-
ina of character and competence.

The De Niro performance came
on the same day that Politico
chronicled a “freakout” among
party leaders who believe Biden is
headed for defeat.

“Anxiety has morphed into pal-
pable trepidation, according to
more than a dozen party leaders
and operatives,” the outlet reports.
“And the gap between what Demo-
crats will say on TV or in print,
and what they’ll text their friends,
has only grown as worries have
surged about Biden’s prospects.”

This is a sensible reaction, but
what took them so long? The
Biden presidency has been a dis-
aster for more than three years
and the brains behind it are just
now waking up?

Chief among their ideas was to
persecute, er prosecute, Trump to
keep him off the campaign trail
and potentially put him in prison.
Superficially, it has succeeded as
he’s stuck in a Manhattan court-
room most days and subject to a
nonstop barrage of indictments
and critical press coverage.

The only hitch is that the legal
jihad has backfired politically. It’s
made Trump more popular as the
four criminal cases are so deeply
flawed that it’s obvious they
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OUTRAGE:
Iranians protest
against the United
States and burn
American flags —
while President
Biden still tries to
convince himself
the smart play is to
be chummy with
the Islamic republic.

And Joe thinks

mad?!
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Turning the page

Last August, I published a letter from reader
Marvin Levine that read in part: “I believe
Donald Trump is the biggest a--hole that walks
the earth ... I think his supporters have a screw
loose” and “the sane people left in the country
should do everything possible to keep him out of
the White House.”

Levine now writes again, starting with “Mea
culpa” and adds: “While I am still not a big fan of
Trump, the last year has been such a disaster that
we will not survive another four years of Biden’s
leadership. The border, the Trump persecutions,
the economy and his deteriorating mental and
physical state leave us no choice.”

Wrong, Harvard!

Harvard used to be a synonym for smart, but its
pledge to stay silent on issues that don’t affect its
core function is dopey.

The problem isn’t that former President
Claudine Gay spoke up about campus
antisemitism. It’s what she said that got her fired
and threw Harvard into turmoil.

By trying to hide behind “it depends on the
context,” Gay greenlighted the harassment of
Jewish students.

Calling out the difference between right and
wrong isn’t optional. It’s central to the mission of
higher education.

Harvard used to know that.

wouldn’t exist except for partisan-
ship.

That’s not just abnormal — it’s
unprecedented in American history.

Yet bad ideas are hard to kill and
the artifice that Biden is normal and
Trump is abnormal lives on. The
New York Times, a mouthpiece of
Dem thinking, actually adopted that
formula in a comparison of the can-
didates’ Memorial Day statements.

Both talked about the cost of free-
dom, but Trump added a second
statement full of vitriol aimed at
the judges presiding over his cases.

The Times called the second
statement a “reminder of the
stark differences” between the
men and added: “Mr. Trump
showed that he would not be held
to the norms of behavior that
guide the nation’s leaders on a

somber national holiday.”

Fair enough — if holiday state-
ments are the only measure. But
here are a few things the Gray
Lady leaves out of its calculations
about “the norms of behavior.”

The Wall Street Journal reports
that the Biden White House is
pressuring “European allies to
back off plans to rebuke Iran for
advances in its nuclear program.”

Michael Goodwin

Some of those allies believe the
administration doesn’t want to do
anything to cause trouble with
Iran before the US election.

Is that a “norm” of behavior —
to delay confronting Iran just to
give a false impression of peace
until the election? That sounds
more like election fraud than any-
thing Trump has done.

Condolences to Iran

The same question applies to the
United States expressing “its offi-
cial condolences” to Iran after its
president, Ebrahim Raisi, died in a
helicopter crash. There’s nothing
normal about mourning a man
known as the “Butcher of Tehran.”

This is not the first time Biden
has coddled Iran. He refuses to
hold the murderous mullahs ac-
countable for the Hamas invasion
of Israel, deciding to see no evil
lest it destroy his preferred view
of Iran as a stabilizing force.

He also ignores Iran’s role in the
daily rocket and missile attacks
against Israel by Hezbollah in Leb-
anon and the Houthis in Yemen.
As with Hamas, both groups are
financed and directed by Tehran.

Similarly, his initial support of Is-
rael declined when Muslim-Amer-
ican voters in swing states said
they would boycott his re-election
campaign. Almost immediately,
Biden turned up the heat on Israel.

Is it normal for a president to
betray an ally during a war it
didn’t start in a desperate bid to
win the support of voters, many of
whom are open antisemites?

There’s a whole host of norms
the president violates involving
his son. While Hunter Biden was
being investigated by the Depart-
ment of Justice, whose leaders re-
port directly to the president,
Biden had the habit of saying pub-
licly, “my son did nothing wrong.”

He also invited his son to White
House functions where the Attor-
ney General was present. It hap-
pened again over the Memorial
Day weekend, despite White
House aides grumbling about the
“appearance.”

Also over the weekend, The
Post reported that Biden visited
the home of Hallie Biden, the
widow of his son, Beau, and later
Hunter’s lover. She is scheduled to
testify in Hunter’s illegal gun pur-
chase trial, which begins next
week, so there’s nothing even
close to normal about the visit.

If Trump did that, the Times
would accuse him of witness tamp-
ering. When Biden does it, crickets.

The point is clear: normal is
whatever Biden does, and abnor-
mal is whatever Trump does. Ev-
erything else is detail.
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Row your beau?

MARY-KATE Olsen and Sean
Avery have sparked dating ru-
mors after being spotted in the
Hamptons over Memorial Day
weekend. The actress turned fash-
ion designer and retired wildman
Rangers player stopped by her
and sister Ashley’s latest retail
store for their label the Row in
Amagansett (right). They were
later seen hanging with Bravo
honcho Andy Cohen. Olsen, 37,
and Avery, 44, were briefly linked
in 2007 and have remained
friends. “Full House” star Olsen
finalized her divorce from Oliv-
ier Sarkozy in 2021, while Avery’s
ex, model Hilary Rhoda, filed for
divorce in July 2022. Last year, she
was granted a restraining order
against him and was awarded full
custody of their 3-year-old son.

Bird in the sky

AMANDA Lee, the first female
Blue Angels pilot, tells Page Six
she’s never been sick in the cockpit.
Featured in the Prime Video docu-
mentary “The Blue Angels,” the
Navy lieutenant (above) also
shared with us that she’s never ex-
perienced any sexism while serving
Uncle Sam. “I think I've been really
fortunate with the day and age that
we are in now that I have not had to
overcome any obstacles,” she ex-
plained, before noting, “I owe it to
prior generations that really had to
go through some hard stuff to make
this opportunity available to me.”

AS Donald Trump’s hush money trial in
Manhattan wraps up, his former fixer Mich-
ael Cohen made a big bang in the Hamptons
over Memorial Day weekend.

Multiple sources said that Cohen was claim-
ing his next step is to hatch a run for Congress
and that he’s planning a new book.

One insider said the disbarred lawyer was
like a “walking reality show” as he hit a series
of parties and hot spots over the weekend, and
that he was mobbed.

Cohen — the prosecution’s key witness in
the case against Trump — was branded as “the
GLOAT” in court yesterday. “He’s literally the
greatest liar of all time,” Trump’s attorney told

jurors in his closing arguments.

But in the Hamptons over the weekend, Co-
hen was the talk of the town. A spy told us that
the ex-con was spotted grabbing lunch at 75
Main “three days in a row,” and that he was
overheard saying he “wants to run for Con-
gress.” Also at the Southampton power spot
was Nassau County Executive (and Trump
supporter) Bruce Blakeman, we hear.

Apparently, at one Hamptons party, a New
York socialite was overheard telling Cohen of
his political aspirations, “If you run, I will be
your first massive check ... I could raise you
millions.”

On Friday night, Cohen was spotted at Bistro

Eté in Water Mill, where he was greeted by
Jimmy Fallon, who was dining with his wife.

We hear Cohen was spotted at Le Bilboquet
in Sag Harbor on Saturday, where other guests
included real estate mogul Howard Lorber
and Fanatics founder Michael Rubin.

Another source told us that over the holiday
weekend, “Cohen was strutting confidently
around the Hamptons as if he were the biggest
star.” The source added, “Cohen hinted he’d be
writing another book, once the trial has been
decided, from his point of view.” The source
hypothesized, “Cohen is clearly enjoying ev-
ery minute of his fame, and infamy, now that
he’s off the stand.”

Summer lovin’?
Mary-Kate Olsen and
Sean Avery, though not
exactly dressed for the

bheach, reunite in Ama-
gansett some 17 years
and two divorces after
they were first
linked.

Get him some warp speed to play Kirk

WILLIAM Shatner exclusively told The
Post what it would take for him to return for
another “Star Trek” project. “An injection of
speed or something,” the actor, 93, said with a
laugh while promoting his children’s album
“Where Will the Animals Sleep? — Songs for
Kids and Other Living Things.” “I don’t know;”
he added. “It’s a commitment I don’t know if
I'm ready to make at this point in my life.”
Shatner, who played Capt. James T. Kirk in the

original run of the sci-fi series from 1966 to
1969 and in several “Star Trek” films, told The
Post’s Eric Todisco and Stephanie Webber:
“What I loved most about playing Capt. Kirk
was the writing. The way they wrote for the
character was wonderful. It was a real kick, a
real joy to try and find ways of playing what
they wrote for me.” But he said his own grand-
kids aren’t Trekkies. “I'm not a prophet in my
own life. Just grandpa. Pops,” he quipped.

SmeN yse|dg/zauopiQ Jep3

Beauty plus Braun

DIVISIVE music exec Scooter Braun is
dating “Firefly Lane” actress Rachelle
Goulding, Page Six hears. As we first re-
ported, Braun — the man who’s responsible
for discovering Justin Bieber and went on
to manage Ariana Grande and famously
feud with Taylor Swift — split with his
wife of seven years, Yael Cohen, in 2021.
Now we’re told he’s in a somewhat serious
relationship with the actress, who previ-
ously dated “Gossip Girl” star Chace Craw-
ford around 2013. As well as appearing in
“NCIS” and the “Lethal Weapon” TV series,
Canadian Goulding, 38, has also had a mod-
eling career, appearing in campaigns for
Elizabeth Arden and Axe, among others.
Page Six spies say they’ve been together for
“a few months” and recently took a trip to
Napa, Calif., together. Braun, 42, has three
kids with Cohen.

Hamping at the bit

THE Hamptons saw stars over Memorial
Day weekend. 50 Cent performed at Surf
Lodge in Montauk, where guests included
Liev Schreiber, newly single Sports Illus-
trated Swimsuit model Brooks Nader and
newlyweds Millie Bobby Brown and Jake
Bongiovi. We're told the rap-
per’s bubbly Le Chemin du
Roi was flowing during his
surprise set. The “Stranger
Things” actress and Jon
Bon Jovi’s son were also p
perusing the racks of Al- @ ‘age
ice + Olivia in East Hamp- SIx
ton. At Bounce in Montauk,

“Vanderpump Rules” star

James Kennedy’s DJ show had

him on top of the bar pouring Champagne
into guests’ mouths. (We hear Kennedy, who
is sober, did not drink, but he did FaceTime
his co-star girlfriend Ally Lewber during the
set.) Meanwhile, Luann de Lesseps chilled
at Sunset Beach in Shelter Island Heights.

B siontings IS

BRAD Pitt, Nick Jonas and legal eagle Ar-
thur Aidala among Boss fans at Bruce
Springsteen’s concert in Dublin
BROOKE Shields and daughter Grier
Henchy at the Hope for Depression Research
Foundation’s Teen Race of Hope ... CAN-
DACE Bushnell introducing honoree Peter
Thomas Roth at the Luisa Diaz Foundation
gala... CHRISTY Cashman accepting an In-
dependent Book Publishers Association award
for her novel “The Truth About Horses.”

Follow

usonx




CHRISTIAN ANGLE
REAL ESTATE

- Palm Beach -
TRUST | DEDICATION | PERSONAL COMMITMENT

255 Ridgeview Drive, Palm Beach, Florida

Beautifully updated one story home in the Near North End. Featuring 4 bedrooms plus library, 4 baths, powder room, and 2 car garage.

This stunning, light and bright home features fantastic open floor plan with eat-in kitchen, dining room, and living room with vaulted ceiling.

Stunning hardwood and marble flooring throughout. Primary suite with charming bay windows, dual walk-in closets, and stunning bath.
Private entry surrounded by lush tropical landscaping and beautiful pool area. Just one block to the Lake Trail and the beach.
Exclusive - $12,950,000 | Christian J. Angle 561-629-3015

C 561.629.3015
T 561.659.6551 www.AngleRealEstate.com

E cjangle@anglerealestate.com

Though information is assumed to be correct, offerings are subject to verification, errors, omissions, prior sale, and withdrawal without notice. All material herein is intended for informational purposes only and has been
compiled from sources deemed reliable. Renderings are for marketing purposes only. Outlines for illustration purposes only - please consult a survey. Represented or representing buyers and/or sellers in sales referenced.
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PHOTOS of Anya Taylor-Joy’s
assorted parts have now suddenly
bobbled everywhere. And every-
one’s had joy seeing almost all of
Anya Taylor-Joy’s joy. She’s now
road-running in “Furiosa: A Mad
Max Saga,” which is an Aussie
Outback with Chris Hemsworth
whose many assorted parts we’ve
already seen.

Director George Miller: “Anya
can do anything. Difficult role.
The character is iconic. And
Hemsworth is a showman ma-
rauder across the wasteland like
Genghis Khan. They’re like
‘Westerns on wheels.” ”

Yeah, OK. Go see this largest

thing the country’s ever ground
out. Hop a Harley.

Raising the bar

GRAB a bus that’s chugging
East. Avoid the new lifeguards
and aging sharks. Schlep to Shel-
ter Island’s Ram’s Head Inn. Or-
der a vodka. But know that its
warm summertime room tem-
perature vodka tab now comes
with a separate charge — an-
other bill. It arrives at the same
time — extra, additional. It’s for
the ice. And the twist!

The bread’s still free. Not yet
clear on whether you have to
rent the table.

Roominating

ANOTHER of our area’s
charms: This from one of our
major Realtors. Right now there’s
40,000 (that’s the actual number)
unused empty NYC apartments.

Also, per some lawmaker rul-
ing, you cannot dislodge a
stranger squatter. Even one you
never met, didn’t invite, don’t
want. Our courts are clogged. To
remove a squatter can take for-
ever. Besides expense — you can
also lose the case. Recouping

Warner Bros.

There’s no escape from
ubiquitous “Furiosa:

A Mad Max Saga” actress
Anya Taylor-Joy.

that financial layout? Forget it.
To update and rent the place?
Costly to modify a longtime un-
repaired space. Fixing’s endless.
So’s recouping that expenditure.

Thus, despite homelessness,
migrants and squatters, 40,000
stay empty. And while others pay
staggering rents, NYC squatters
squat free.

Call ’n’ response

ANOTHER business story: Jeff
Bezos grouped together his execs.
All held official reports showing
their Help Desk took — on aver-
age — only three rings to answer.

So in front of them all, he put the
phone on speaker and called the
Help Desk. Took 10 minutes to an-

e’re all ‘Mad’ for Anya

swer. Case closed. Not closed —
said one of our world’s most suc-
cessful business leaders as he re-
lated this. And these are Bezos’
words echoed by the person relat-
ing the story: “Gossip is a most im-
portant function in today’s world.”

Added: “Jeff Bezos is a brilliant
businessman.” Omitted was that
for 100% I must be too, because I
deal in gossip.

Family dining

1959, 1 visited Delmonico’s. Be-
sides steak it had Rockefellers,
Vanderbilts, a Whitney or two, and
a few pounds of du Ponts. This
week it was Delmonico relative
Max Tucci’s Tucci in Noho, which
grabs Tischs, Clive Davis, a Cardi
B or two and a few pounds of the
city’s elite mixed with nostalgia.
Try it. You'll love it. And everyone
— clothed. Nothing hung out ex-
cept what was on the plate.

RUMOR. It’s warming up be-
tween the royals in Britain. Me-
ghan Markle sent word for Cam-
illa to knock off the formalities
and that Her Majesty the Queen
no longer needs to curtsy to her.

Only in London, kids, only in
London.
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Says no deal on Qns. casino

By CARL CAMPANIILE,
VAUGHN GOLDEN
and JOSH KOSMAN

A Queens Democratic
lawmaker is getting in the
way of Mets owner Steve
Cohen’s bid to built a ca-
sino next to Citi Field.

State Sen. Jessica Ra-
mos, who represents the
Flushing-Corona area
where Cohen wants to
erect an $8 billion “Metro-
politan Park” casino-en-
tertainment complex, says
she will not introduce leg-
islation allowing the bil-
lionaire baseball owner to
obtain a permit needed for
his project to go forward.

‘Green space’

Cohen and his pro-
posed-casino partner,
Hard Rock, need a state
law enacted to redesignate
the lots around Citi Field
from parkland to enter-
tainment use.

“I will not introduce leg-
islation to alienate park-
land in Corona for the
purposes of a casino,” Ra-
mos said Tuesday.

She said her constitu-
ents are “desperate for
green space, and recrea-
tion for the whole family,”
not gambling.

“We disagree on the
premise that we have to
accept a casino in our
backyard as the trade-off. I
resent the conditions and
the generations of neglect
that have made many of us
so desperate that we
would be willing to settle,”

SEN. JESSICA RAMOS
Throws curveball.

the
said.

Without the rezoning,
Cohen’s project can’t even
get into the batter’s box
for consideration by state
regulators, who are field-
ing his city casino bid and
a host of others.

Theoretically, another
state senator could intro-
duce the bill to aid Co-
hen’s plan. But lawmakers
are reluctant to big-foot a
colleague on a project im-
portant in his or her dis-
trict, and it would be rare
to do so, sources said.

A proposed redesigna-
tion bill has been intro-
duced in the state Assem-
bly, but needs to travel the
same course in the state
Senate, too.

Nearly a dozen different
bidders are vying for three
state casino licenses to op-
erate in or around the city.

Site selection and li-
censes are expected to be
awarded by the end of
2025, so Cohen has some

Queens lawmaker

time to lift the odds — but
not much.

“Mr. Cohen and Hard
Rock would still make a
profit, albeit less,” Ramos
acknowledged in her
statement.

“Mr. Cohen and his team
have often declared their
love for our community
and said they recognize
our potential. Finding a
path forward would be a
good way to show it.”

Some support

Ramos’ opposition to a
casino is a setback for Co-
hen, who has spent mil-
lions on a lobbying and a
charm offensive and
whose foundation re-
cently donated $116 mil-
lion to CUNY’s La
Guardia Community Col-
lege.

His casino project has
won support from other
key Queens politicians, in-
cluding Borough Presi-
dent Donovan Richards
and City Councilman
Francisco Moya, who also
represents the area.

Cohen’s camp is vowing
not to give up on the
project, while arguing Ra-
mos should not have sole
veto power over it.

“While we respect Sena-
tor Ramos’s point of view,
the state never intended
any one person to have the
ability to single-handedly
stop or approve a gaming
project,” said Karl Rickett,
a spokesman for Metro-
politan Park-Cohen, in an
e-mail to The Post.

Rage at B’klyn slay-suicide

Shocked neighbors reacted
Tuesday to the ghastly mur-
der-suicide that left a Brook-
lyn man and his girlfriend
dead — with one dazed rela-
tive railing to the deceased
killer, “I f--king hate you.”

Teddy Knight and Tanezia
Blockwood, of Midwood, had
always had a loud, stormy re-
lationship, neighbors told
The Post on Wednesday.

But Knight, 35, took it to an-
other level Monday when he
allegedly put two bullets in
the mother of his kids, then
stomped on her face, accord-
ing to his mom, Norma
Knight.

“I think I'm still processing
it,” a 26-year-old neighbor
told The Post. “This is liter-
ally a state of shock for me.
You never know what people

are going through on a daily
basis... everyone I've spoken
to in the building is in a state
of shock.”

Another neighbor —
whose apartment shares a
wall with the deceased cou-
ple’s home — said she would
hear arguments from time to
time but that they “didn’t go
on for long.” Georgett Roberts

and Steve Janoski
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PLUS S&H

Harness the Power of Stars

Experience the perfect blend of elegance and innovation with the Astronomer

Automatic watch. This bold timepiece pays homage to the profound connection
between space and time, capturing the essence of the cosmos. Intricate bezel de-
tailing enhances its standout design, while the dial, imbued with the beauty of the
skies, mesmerizes with every glance. At its heart, the watch features an automatic
movement with tourbillon-inspired architecture, ensuring precise timekeeping that
echoes the precision of celestial bodies.

Complementing its celestial theme, the blue
leather strap, highlighted by striking sil-
ver-tone accents and a sophisticated croc
effect, offers both style and comfort. This
watch is more than just an accessory; it's a
statement of refined taste and cosmic won-
der. Make it yours today for only $179 plus
S&H by using offer code NP4AST. Harness the power of the stars and elevate

your style with the Astronomer Automatic.

CALL NOW TOLL FREE 24/7 ON: 1-800 733 8463
PLEASE QUOTE NP4AST OR ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.timepiecesusa.com/NP4AST
PAY BY CHECK: Timepieces International Inc. 10701 NW 140th Street, Suite 1, Hialeah Gardens, FL 33018
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‘Brightest’ guy on

\

L

)

By NADINE DENINNO

On Wall Street, where pressed collars,
Patagonia vests and brown loafers reign
supreme, Wedbush Securities’ Dan Ives
stands out.

While some may still imagine the Fi-
nancial District’s best dressed as a Gucci-
clad Gordon Gekko clone, it’s a new Wall
Street — and this globally known tech
analyst is the rising style stock to bet on.

Ives, 49, shuns “cookie cutter” suits that
have become synonymous with the stock
exchange and instead chooses neon sport
coats, vests and trousers.

Colorful guy

Every day, the perma-bull — that’s a
strictly bullish analyst — opts for color-
ful outfits and sneakers over bland cor-
porate garb. “When I go in my closet, it’s
just there’s no rhyme or reason,” he
told The Post.

“My style makes me feel good
in a stressful job, talking stocks
and dealing with clients and bil-
lions of dollars.”

You could say he’s bullish
for brights. “I love color.

I don’t really have a
plain piece of cloth-
ing,” he said. “I was in
Sydney a month ago.
The cab  driver
recognized me and
asked me about my
sports jacket.”

The same hap-
pened in Paris when
a stranger ap-
proached him in a cof-
fee shop, confessing that
“they now wear color-
ful sports jackets be-
cause they watch me”

— and plenty of others

ask where he gets his duds, now that
they’re feeling brave enough to wear
color. Ives — who rose to prominence for
being bullish on Big Tech coming out of
the financial crisis — has become a fash-
ion legend online, where fintech fanatics
and stock pros share his outfit-of-the-day
pics and comment on his vibrant attire.

On X, he’s been dubbed “best-dressed
analyst,” “dapper Dan,” “director of
vibes,” “the GOAT of fashion,” and, in
adoring hyperbole, “the most stylish man
in the US.”

‘Clashing is what | do’

He’s been dressing in vivid hues since
the ’90s but became something of an icon
during the pandemic when “so many
people were watching financial media”
onTWV.

“What you’ve seen with Dan, invest-
ments, advice and guidance have
changed in large part because of social

media,” said Brian Sozzi, Yahoo finance
executive editor.
In the Westfield, NJ, dad’s closet, you
won’t find any powder blue Winchester
shirts with contrast collar cuffs, but
rather a technicolor doughnut
shirt — one of his favorites —
that he often pairs with wild
printed sailboat pants.

“Clashing is what I do
most of the time, uninten-
tionally,” he said. “My wife
would be, like, ‘No person
should ever walk outside
the house looking like
that,” and I almost find that

as a compliment.”

HUE THE MAN: Wall
Street whiz Dan lves
stands out in the Financial
District for his colorful attire.
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‘Stab’ in
scuffle
at hakery

The manager of a 24-hour
Times Square bakery was
stabbed Monday during a
scuffle with a knife-wielding
nut, according to police.

Thomas Montice, 30, who
has been busted before for
brawling with other Big Ap-
ple retailers, got into it again
after walking out of NY Bak-
ery and Desserts on Broad-
way near West 47th Street
around 9:15 p.m., cops said.

Police said Montice flew
into a rage when the em-
ployee asked him to return a
chair — and got into a drag-
out fight on the sidewalk,
police said.

“He was bothering people
and trying to get our chair,”
bakery owner Eyup Bayindir
said Tuesday. “He was a
problem. The manager did
what he was supposed to do.

“He didn’t stab him to give
him a little injury,” Bayindir
said of Montice. “He basi-
cally stabbed him to death
... It was attempted mur-
der”

Police said Montice alleg-
edly slugged the employee
in the face and the two men
wrestled on the ground —
then the victim felt like he
had been stabbed.

Seeing the blood, the em-
ployee ran back into the bak-
ery and told Bayindir to call
911. He was rushed to the
hospital and listed in stable
condition, cops said. Mon-
tice, of Harlem, was busted
at the scene. Amanda Woods

Girl, 15, dies
in accident

A 15-year-old girl died
Tuesday when a Honda Pilot
clipped the back of the
scooter she was riding on in
The Bronx — in an accident

that also grievously
wounded the scooter’s teen-
age driver.

Cops found the two scoot-
er-borne teens unconscious
and unresponsive with se-
vere trauma to their heads
and bodies when they got to
the crash site around noon
and the young girl could not
be saved, cops said.

The scooter driver, 19, was
rushed to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital in critical condition.

The 22-year-old Honda
driver stayed at the scene
and was not facing charges as
of Tuesday. Amanda Woods



KAPUT: “Survivor: China”
sweethearts Erik and Jaime
Huffman are divorcing.

Reality-TV
union no
‘survivor’

A reality-TV marriage be-
tween “Survivor: China”
sweethearts is ending in an
ugly divorce, with allegations
of attempted spousal rape, do-
mestic violence and cheating.

Jaime Huffman, 38, filed for
divorce from spouse Erik
Huffman, 43, last week in
South Carolina alleging he be-
gan drinking heavily and flew
into uncontrollable rages.

In one allegation, Jaime —
who met Erik on the show in
2007 and married him two
years later — said she once
found flirtatious messages
from other men on his phone.

When she confronted him,
she alleges, he flew into a rage
and began screaming, ‘How
dare you accuse me of being
gay, you stupid b---h?"”

She then alleges Frik at-
tempted to have sex with her
against her will.

The couple have been sepa-
rated since a Jan. 23 incident
in a gas station parking lot that
led to Erik being charged with
domestic violence.

Steve Helling

Disney sued
for ride injury

A 25-year-old woman is su-
ing Walt Disney parks, claim-
ing she lost consciousness
and was left “coughing up
blood” from a brain injury
while riding a slide at Disney’s
Typhoon Lagoon water park.

Laura Reyes-Merino says
she went unconscious on
May 11 after “banging inside
the ride” on Humunga Kowa-
bunga, a 60-degree angle, 214-
foot downhill and enclosed
water slide at the Orlando
park, Fox 35 reported.

She is suing Walt Disney
parks and resorts for a mini-
mum of $50,000 in damages.

Isabel Keane

Getty Images for Fortune Media

A GATES BASHER

SHOT
ACROSS THE
BOW: In a New

York Times
op-ed, Melinda
French Gates
(left) bemoaned
the lack of chari-
table support for
women’s rights
by the founda-
tion she started
with her now
ex-husband

Bill (right).

Melinda hits Bill

charity’s gal di$$

By THOMAS BARRABI

Melinda French Gates took a
thinly veiled shot at former husband
Bill Gates, lamenting a “frustrating
and shortsighted” lack of charitable
support for women’s rights in an in-
cendiary essay Tuesday.

French Gates — who received
$12.5 billon after her shock exit last
month from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation — said her new
charity will donate $1 billion over
the next two years to causes bene-
fiting women, family and reproduc-
tive rights.

She suggested that it was a cause
she was discouraged from pursuing
earlier when she was partnered
with the Microsoft founder and
world’s fifth-richest man, whom
she divorced in 2021.

“In nearly 20 years as an advocate
for women and girls, I have learned
that there will always be people
who say it’s not the right time to
talk about gender equality,” French
Gates said in an op-ed published by
The New York Times.

“Not if you want to be relevant.
Not if you want to be effective with
world leaders (most of them men),”
French Gates wrote. “The second
the global agenda gets crowded,
women and girls fall off. It’s frus-
trating and shortsighted.”

‘Filling_the void’

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation has donated $77 billion since
it was founded in 2000.

In 2021, the organization commit-
ted $2.1 billion “to advance gender
equality globally,” according to a

release at the time.

But she hammered away at the
overall lack of funds targeting
women.

“Only about 2 percent of charita-
ble giving in the United States goes
to organizations focused on women
and girls, and only about half a per-
centage point goes to organizations
focused on women of color specifi-
cally,” she wrote.

“When we allow this cause to go
so chronically underfunded, we all
pay the cost. As shocking as it is to
contemplate, my l-year-old grand-
daughter may grow up with fewer
rights than I had,” she added.

French Gates — who split with
the tech mogul shortly after reports
tied him to convicted pedophile Jef-
frey Epstein — also revealed speci-
fics about how her newly formed
charitable group Pivotal Venture
plans to fill the funding void.

The $1 billion in funding through
2026 includes $200 million in
grants for groups “working in the
United States to protect the rights
of women and advance their power
and influence,” according to her es-
say and a release from her organi-
zation.

‘Changing of the guard’

Bill Gates will serve as the sole
chairperson of his charitable orga-
nization following his ex-wife’s
exit. The organization will change
its name to the Gates Foundation.

“I am sorry to see Melinda leave,
but I am sure she will have a huge
impact in her future philanthropic
work,” Gates said in a post on X.

tbarabbi@nypost.com
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‘Ghost

Test-fired them
in Central Park

By KATHERINE DONLEVY

A Harlem father alleg-
edly built ghost guns in the
apartment he shared with
his children — and test-
fired the dangerous weap-
ons in Central Park, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Roberto Guerrero, 29,
was indicted Tuesday for
allegedly manufacturing a
cache of weapons using a
3D printer and advertising
them online via self-made

seven rounds of ammuni-
tion; a 3D-printed assault
weapon-style pistol; 30 3D-
printed pistol lower re-
ceivers — including one
modeled off a traditional
AR-15 — and a large-capac-
ity ammunition-feeding
device, as well as other
supplies like filament and
other tools to assemble
weapons.

Prosecutors allege Guer-
rero has been making the
weapons since September

videos, ac-
cording to
the Manhat-
tan District
Attorney’s
Office.

The NYPD

2023 and has
been peddling
the illegal
firearms

through sev-
eral online re-
tailers under

descended on HOME WORK: Alleg- various aliases.

Guerrero’s

He would al-

edly made with 3D
home ~shortly prin¥erin home with  legedly adver-
after 6 a.m. on kids around. tise his designs
May 20 and through  self-
found the trove of unse- produced videos — in-
cured ghost guns and parts  cluding five clips he

stashed throughout the
apartment, including some
in cardboard boxes and
bags, prosecutors said.

“‘As alleged, Roberto
Guerrero threatened the
safety of all New Yorkers,
including his own chil-
dren, when he decided to
manufacture and store 3D-
printed weapons — some
of which were fully opera-
ble — in his home,” Man-
hattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg said in a state-
ment.

Investigators recovered a
3D-printed pistol with a
magazine loaded with

filmed of himself shooting
the guns in Central Park.

According to prosecu-
tors, Guerrero’s wife was
involved in the ghost-gun
operation and was charged
separately for allegedly as-
sisting with the manufac-
turing.

Their children witnessed
cops go through the home
and arrest the couple.

Guerrero has  been
charged with criminal pos-
session of a weapon; man-
ufacturing and transport-
ing weapons, and criminal
possession of a firearm, all
felonies.

5

un’ daddy

Cops ID ‘spray jerk’

A tattooed man has been
identified as part of a crew
wanted for unleashing a fire
extinguisher on an NYPD traf-
fic enforcement agent in the
caught-on-video prank, au-
thorities said.

Escarlin Polanco Gonzalez,
19, pictured in an NYPD mug
shot released Monday night
with a distinct neck tattoo, has
been linked to the Thursday
crime at St. Nicholas Avenue
and West 118th Street in Har-
lem, which sent the agent to
the hospital with an eye in-
jury, cops said.

Footage posted to Instagram

shows the 43-year-old uni-
formed agent driving a
marked NYPD cruiser at
around 6:50 a.m. when a gray
four-door sedan carrying four
people pulls up next to him.

A front-seat passenger in the
sedan holds a fire extinguisher
in his lap.

He then yells “Yo!” at the
agent and sprays into the cop
car’s open window while his
cohorts can be heard laughing.

The officer was taken to
Mount Sinai Morningside,
where he was listed in stable
condition. Joe Marino

and Amanda Woods

-wheel
terror

hits cop

A dirt-bike rider rammed
into an NYPD cop who tried to
boot him and two other cy-
clists out of Central Park last
week, police said.

The officer was riding a
marked police scooter and at-
tempting to escort the three
riders out of the West Drive
and West 90th Street area just
after 4 p.m. Friday, police said.

That’s when one of the mo-
torists (above) turned aggres-
sive and struck the cop with
his bike, police said.

The officer was taken to
Mount Sinai Morningside with
minor injuries, authorities
said.

The NYPD released photos
late Monday of the three sus-
pects: one on a red bike, an-
other on a white one and a
third pedaling a dark-colored
one.

All three were wearing hel-
mets.

They were described as hav-
ing medium complexions and
medium builds.

They had not been caught by
Tuesday. Amanda Woods

B’klyn DWI-vic health pro in dire condition

A promising health profes-
sional was critically injured in
Brooklyn over the weekend
when a drunken driver plowed
into her car while fleeing cops,
police allege.

The wreck happened at around
5:30 a.m. Sunday, when Juan Lo-
pez, 32, who was behind the
wheel of a Mercedes, blew a red
light while fleeing cops trying to

conduct a traffic stop in Bush-
wick, police said.

He then slammed into a Honda
Pilot, propelling back-seat pas-
senger Micah Dukes, 29, from
the car, cops said. She was
rushed to the Elmhurst Hospital
Center and is listed in critical
condition.

After ramming the Honda on
Central Avenue near Gates Ave-

nue, Lopez lost control of his
ride and mounted the sidewalk,
cops said. He was busted at the
scene.

Lopez was hospitalized in sta-
ble condition, cops said. The
driver and two other passengers
in the Honda were unhurt, cops
said.

Dukes, from Albany, attended
Hudson Valley Community Col-

lege, where she studied Commu-
nity Health Navigation and grad-
uated in May 2023 with an Asso-
ciate of Applied Science, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for the
school.

During her senior year at Hud-
son Valley, Dukes also recently
completed a four-month intern-
ship with the Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Albany County,

an educational center focusing
on health and other areas, ac-
cording to an online profile.

“I knew coming into this pro-
gram that I wanted to help peo-
ple,” she says in the profile. “I
wanted to work with marginal-
ized communities, people deal-
ing with mental health issues,
low income, people of color.”

Amanda Woods




Olivia reins
over heach

Rocking a Vuori Clothing ivy bikini, superstar gym-
nast Olivia Dunne horses around on the beach at Los
Cabos, Mexico, over the weekend. “The horse’s name
was Friday,” Dunne wrote in her Instagram caption.

‘Dog-tired’ of collie costume

A Japanese man who
spent over $14,000 on a re-
alistic dog costume so he
could become a border col-
lie now says he hopes to ful-
fill his “dream” of turning
into a different animal.

Toco the Human Collie

said the challenges of mov-
ing like a dog have led him
to consider imitating a host
of other animals as well.
“Dogs and humans have
different bone structures
and the way they bend their
legs and arms, so it’s very

difficult to make move-
ments that look like this,”
Toco said. “I might realisti-
cally be able to become an-
other dog, a panda or a
bear,” Toco told Japanese
news outlet WanQol.

Isabel Keane
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VOWTO
SHUT UP
& STUDY

Harvard goes quiet

By KATHERINE DONLEVY

Harvard University an-
nounced Tuesday that it will
stay silent on public matters
that do not directly concern
its “core function” —
months after the Ivy League
institution’s statements on
the  Israel-Hamas  war
caused a firestorm of con-
troversy.

Leaders at the prestigious
school who recommended
the new policy said that
Harvard “runs the risk of ap-
pearing to care more about
some places and events than
others” by issuing public
statements on sweeping is-
sues and global politics.

“And because few, if any,
world events can be entirely
isolated from conflicting
viewpoints, issuing official
empathy statements runs
the risk of alienating some
members of the community
by expressing implicit soli-
darity with others,” Har-
vard’s Institutional Voice
Working Group recom-
mended in a report.

The report said the “uni-
versity and its leaders
should not . . . issue official
statements about public
matters that do not directly
affect the university’s core
function.”

Harvard said Tuesday that
university  leaders “ac-
cepted” the working group’s
recommendations.

“The process of translat-
ing these principles into

concrete practice will, of
course, require time and ex-
perience, and we look for-
ward to the work ahead,” in-
terim president Alan Garber
said in a statement.

As part of the new initia-
tive, Harvard will no longer
issue official statements
concerning wars, like it had
following the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and for Ha-
mas’ Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

Claudine’s bungle

The latter sparked uproar
for the school and former
president Claudine Gay.

Gay had blasted the “bar-
baric atrocities perpetrated
by Hamas,” but faced in-
tense criticism for not con-
demning 30 Harvard stu-
dent groups that published a
letter holding Israel “en-
tirely responsible” for Ha-
mas’ terror attack.

Gay resigned weeks after
testifying before Congress
and following plagiarism al-
legations.

The working group was
established in April to de-
bate how much and when
the university should com-
ment on far-reaching issues
beyond Harvard’s jurisdic-
tion.

It found that the “integrity
and credibility of the insti-
tution are compromised
when the university speaks
officially on matters outside
its institutional area of ex-
pertise.”

Booming gas blast in Ohio

A massive natural gas ex-
plosion at a bank in down-
town Youngstown, Ohio on
Tuesday injured seven
people.

The first floor of a 13-
story building on E. Federal
Street, which is home to a

Chase Bank, blew up
around 2:45 p.m., WFMJ-TV
reported.

Security footage ob-
tained by the outlet shows
the violent blast shattering
windows and sending de-
bris flying all the way

across the street.

The entire first floor of
the building appears to
have been destroyed.

One person remains un-
accounted for, according to
Fire Chief Barry Finley.

Patrick Reilly
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Group’s evil plan: kill the civilians of Rafah

AMAS is getting
just  what it
wanted.

On Tuesday, IDF
tanks entered the heart
of Rafah, inevitably
causing more Palestin-
ian civilian casualties
and deaths. Savagely,
Martyrs Inc. is open for
business in Rafah —
exactly as intended by
Hamas and its Islamic
Revolutionary  Guard
Corps sponsors in Teh-
ran and overlords in

Moscow.
Mohammed Deif and
Yahya Sinwar have

never sought to govern
Gaza. Rather, they have
plotted to turn it into a
land of futile martyr-
dom in their jihad to
destroy Israel.

The IDF’s Sunday attack, which
killed 45 civilians, underscored
just how drenched in innocent
blood the road to Rafah has be-
come at the hands of Deif and
Sinwar. The images were horrify-
ing. Flames from hell, burned
bodies, dead children, proudly
served up on social media by Ha-
mas. And Hamas would not have
it any other way.

mosques. Ditto “locating military
or security-related infrastructures
such as HQs, bases, armories, ac-
cess routes . . . or defensive posi-
tions within or in proximity to ci-
vilian areas,” says NATO Strat-
Com COE, a military think tank.
Far from protecting civilians,
as evidenced on Oct. 7, Deif and
Sinwar have made non-combat-
ants their targets of

In its demented choice. Terrorize,
world, Palestinian MARK TOTH & kidnap and kill Isra-
men, women and JONATHAN SWEET eli civilians — and

children are simply
ameans to an end.

Ismail Haniyeh, the political
chief of Hamas, told us as much
last October. Safe in a luxury ho-
tel 1,100 miles away from Rafah in
Qatar, Haniyeh perversely rev-
eled in the loss of Palestinian ci-
vilians as Israel began to strike
back against Hamas targets in
Northern Gaza, arguing that “we
need this blood [of the children,
women and elderly] so that it will
ignite within us the spirit of revo-
lution.”

Palestinian civilians in the eyes
of Hamas are their first line of de-
fense, Geneva Conventions be
damned. Martyrs Inc. under Deif
and Sinwar’s evil management is a
mass-production enterprise — the
younger the fallen, the better.

None of this is new. Weaponiz-
ing civilians is a Hamas specialty,
shared by Tehran and Moscow.

Hamas has used Gazans as hu-
man shields since 2007. It does so
to enable the firing of rockets into
Israel, often siting their weapons
near schools, hospitals and

then flee back to

Gaza and hide be-
hind Palestinian men, women
and children to ensure mass ca-
sualties and garner international
condemnation of Israel.

We are living in a perverse
dystopian reality.

Since Oct. 7, Spain, Ireland and
Norway have declared that they
would recognize a Palestinian
state, the UN General Assembly
has voted to bestow upon Pales-
tine additional “rights and privi-
leges,” while university campuses
across the US have been besieged
by organized anti-Israel protests.

Equally disturbing, President
Biden appears poised to reward
Hamas for using Palestinian and
Israeli civilians as human shields.
National security has taken a
back seat to November politics
and Biden’s electoral pressures in
Michigan.

Here’s the Biden administra-
tion’s hoped-for plan: Israeli hos-
tages would be released. Saudi
Arabia would recognize Israel.
And Hamas essentially would be

Sadistic strategy: Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh (1.) and Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei are wielding civilians in Gaza as human shields, weaponizing their deaths..

allowed to survive, but not techni-
cally in charge of a post-war Gaza.

It is fantasyland thinking.

Iran and Hamas are simply play-
ing Biden, who still naively be-
lieves he can cut a comprehensive
deal with Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei.

This is a dangerous and deadly
game for Biden to be playing just
to win a presidential election.

On Monday, the IAEA reported
that Tehran now has 313.2 pounds
of HEU enriched to 60% —
enough to build at least three
nukes if enriched to a weapons-
grade 90%.

Despite this, the White House
is reportedly pressuring Britain,
France and Germany to halt
their efforts to get the TAEA to
condemn Iran yet again.

Plus, Biden is said to be offer-
ing Iran and Hamas Benjamin
Netanyahu’s head through back-
channel negotiations led by
Brett McGurk — if the mullahs
agree to an overall peace deal.

Translation: Hamas’ policy of
weaponizing Palestinian civil-
ians works for Biden’s White
House. Deif and Sinwar, as a re-
sult, have every incentive to con-
tinue using Palestinian human
shields in Rafah as a means of
weakening Israel.

Moscow is no doubt pleased.
Biden is cutting the legs off a US
ally and rewarding Russia’s allies
in the Mideast.

It’s madness — and could keep
future generations of Palestini-
ans and Israelis alike under the
thumb of Hamas’ Martyrs Inc.

SH3LN3Y eIA
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Hamas’ Hell

Conservative: No ‘There’ There in Trump Case

“There’s just not much to the Manhattan prosecution. The penalties
sought are way out of line with the offenses alleged,” and it was “brought
by a prosecutor, Bragg, who campaigned on a platform of pursuing
Trump,” concludes the Washington Examiner’s Byron York. “County
prosecutors enforcing federal law” are “seeking to convict Trump of 34
felonies, and jail him for a maximum of 136 years, on very little basis.”

’9

They’re using wordplay over the “definition for ‘unlawful means’” and
other phrases and arguments critical to Bragg’s case. “It’s flimsy, unfair,
and politically motivated. Now that the trial is reaching its climax — the
verdict — its injustices are becoming more and more obvious.”

Campus watch: Jewish Students Stand Up

The “antisemitism that has entrenched itself in America’s universities
will only collapse when enough Jews stop being afraid and stop unwill-
ingly aiding it by hiding and self-censoring,” argues Natan Sharansky at
Tablet. “In the past 20 years, the ideologues of this new antisemitism con-
tinued to pour their fervor into demonizing Israel.” Yet amid the current
furor “over America’s campuses, it was easy to miss the letter that 500 of
Columbia University’s Jews penned and signed to present their position
in their own voice” — which could prove “the turning point in the strug-
gle for American Jewry’s future.” It’s critical for students at other cam-
puses, too, to join Columbia’s Jews. Doing so means “they stand a chance
to do more than stand up for their own truths.”

Energy bheat: The ‘Transition’ That Won’t Happen

“It’s an iron law of our universe” that innovation “is followed by an epic
increase in energy consumption,” reminds City Journal’s Mark P. Mills.
Between electric cars, “repatriating manufacturing,” a surge in demand
for AI chips and more, “today’s forecasts see near-term growth in de-
mand for electric power three times as great as in recent years,” with data
centers “flagged as the primary culprit for this exploding power demand.”
“It is inconvenient, to put it mildly, to see demand for electricity — espe-
cially reliable, 24-7 supply — take off at the same time as regulators are
forcing utilities to shut down conventional power plants.” In fact, “the
world will need all forms of energy production imaginable,” yet an “‘en-
ergy transition’ would only restrict energy supplies.” That’s just “not go-
ing to happen.”

Election 2024: Biden’s ‘Negative Coattails’

Polling shows President Biden “underperforming his party by a large
margin in November,” prompting The Wall Street Journal’s Gerard Baker
to wonder what is the opposite of “presidential coattails.” In swing states
Biden won in 2020, Senate polling shows “the
Democratic candidate is outperforming the top
of the ticket by a significant margin.” On average,
“Biden underperforms his Senate Democratic
counterpart by 9 points.” Biden trails Trump by
one point nationwide, while House “Democrats
have a slight edge” in the generic polling. “The
Democratic vote is holding up remarkably well
in the Senate seats at stake,” suggesting “Biden’s
coattails are negative, [while] Mr. Trump’s are
nonexistent.” Bottom line: Biden’s so unpopular,
“voters are saying they will vote for his opponent
while choosing a Democratic Senate or House
candidate.”

Education desk: How COVID Aid Backfired

“Public schools are a [financial] mess heading into next school year” —
not “for a lack of dollars” but because Biden’s COVID-19 windfall for pub-
lic schools is backfiring,” observes Reason’s Aaron Garth Smith. “During
the pandemic, Congress doled out $190 billion in K-12 relief aid, which
created a fiscal cliff and helped fuel inflation that’s now eating into
school districts’ budgets.” Of that, $122 billion came on Biden’s watch via
the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan, which school unions pushed for
even as economists warned ARPA would fuel inflation. “ARPA’s legacy
will be the financial instability” left for schools. In the long run, they
“would have been better off without Biden’s $122 billion gift to the
teacher’s unions.” — Compiled by The Post Editorial Board

President Biden
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Finish the Job, Israel

ood on Israel for pushing on with its

necessary and justified mission in Rafah

to wipe out the last remaining Hamas

battalions — even as the world shouts
bad-faith condemnations.

The operation, which on Tuesday saw
tanks enter the city center, needs to con-
tinue until these Islamist killers are utterly
defeated. Yes, the IDF made a deadly error
with an air strike against Hamas terrorists
Sunday that started a fire in a tent encamp-
ment, killing civilians. And that has yet
again set off the antisemitic, anti-Israel
crowd around the world.

But there’s no starker reminder of what Is-
rael is up against. Remember that for the
genocidal forces of Hamas, killing civilians is
standard operating procedure. The more, the
better — since it inevitably leads to height-
ened world pressure on the Jewish state.

Indeed, for the terrorists, this was far from
the “tragic incident” Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu called the deaths. That goes for
both Israeli and Palestinian civilians.

The Israeli airstrike was preceded by Ha-
mas deliberately targeting Tel Aviv’s popula-

tion, while embedding itself among Gazan
noncombatants, so any response would be
more likely to involve civilians.

The atrocities of Oct. 7 revealed that the Is-
lamist killers do not scruple to murder the
elderly, women and children in their attacks
on the Jewish state. But Yahya Sinwar, Mo-
hammed Deif, Ismail Haniyeh and the other
commanders of Hamas are responsible for
killing far more Palestinians than the Israelis.

That’s thanks to their policy of inserting
men and arms in civilian centers, like
densely populated areas of Gaza, and hiding
in a tunnel network while exposing non-
combatants to military assaults.

Like the dozens who died in the airstrike:
They were forced into harm’s way by the
cynical cowardice of the terrorists allegedly
fighting to liberate them.

Hamas could have ended the war at any
time, simply by giving back the hostages.
That its leadership has refused to do so
proves that they are willing to “liberate” the
Palestinians by ensuring their mass death.

Israel’s shrieking foes around the world,
and in Washington, need to remember that.

NY GCan Never Be ‘Sin City East’

hearings, Albany lawmakers are racing
to legalize prostitution before the legis-
lative session ends June 6.

They’ve already legalized weed, green-
lighted Big Apple casinos and rolled back
consequences for most crimes via their dis-
astrous criminal-justice “reforms.” Now
they want to degrade the city further by
paving the way for legalized hookers. And
without even giving critics a chance to com-
plain in advance.

It’s beyond outrageous. Politico reports
that state Sens. Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan)
and Julia Salazar (D-Queens) are backing
dueling bills to “reform” the illicit trade.

Krueger would shield “sex workers” and
go after only “johns,” while Salazar would le-
galize every aspect of the harmful industry.
Salazar bizarrely believes sex workers are
both independent entrepreneurs and victims
of traffickers as well as prosecutors.

And just as with the botched cannabis leg-
islation, neither has proposed a mechanism
to oversee, license and regulate their sex-

W ithout any hint of public discussion or

worker nirvana, compounding the horrors
should their bills pass.

Sex-trafficking victims deserve justice and
services. Even progressives like Krueger and
Salazar will admit that “sex work” isn’t just
about a paycheck but a worker’s dignity. But
where’s the dignity in selling one’s body? Es-
pecially when forced to by traffickers.

Proponents say they want to empower
women, yet they ignore the exploitation and
inherent dangers of the trade. Not to mention
the abuse these women are forced to endure
and other crimes their “work” promotes.

Which is why normalizing another harm-
ful deviancy, particularly without public
hearings, is beyond the pale.

Officials are also pushing foolishly to ac-
celerate casino licensing in the city — after
botching the rollout of legal cannabis and
driving up crime via reforms like Raise the
Age and cashless bail.

Despite all of the neon lights and signage
in Times Square, the Big Apple can never be
the Las Vegas of the East — and it’ll only
bring more decadence and misery if it tries.

A Smear Too Lame Even for WaPo

preme Court Justice Samuel Alito over a

flag flown at his house leftists linked to
Jan. 6 protesters was so absurd even The
Washington Post ( which basically invented
“defense of democracy” porn) refused to
run with the story back in 2021.

Why? Amid a dispute with an annoying
neighbor, the justice’s wife flew an upside-
down American flag at their home, noting
that’s an “international symbol of distress.”

But media leftists ridiculously screamed the
flag actually proves Alito was secretly in favor
of the Jan. 6 protests and thus must now re-

G et this: The media’s attempt to smear Su-

cuse himself from cases involving Trump.

Hello? Alito didn’t fly the flag. Even if he
had, flying a flag upside down is 100% con-
stitutionally protected speech.

It’s clear what’s actually going on: The
court, which long made decisions progres-
sives favored, has made some recent ones
they don’t like. And if it doesn’t do what
progressives want, the left calls illegitimate.

Thus, the silly, empty attacks on Alito (and
fake scandals around Clarence Thomas).

It’s yet more proof that the most strident
defenders of democracy are the ones most
eager to burn it down.

lefifcrs@nypost.com

Trump’s Hush-Money Trial:
A Corrupt Kangaroo Gourt

o] am thankful for The
Post’s excellent column
(“New York v. Don: Ain’t
that a sham,” May 26).

There’s nothing true
or just about using the
courts as a political tool
to extirpate an adversary
on spurious criminal
charges. It’s blatantly un-
American. And yet
there’s neither resist-
ance nor objection from
within the judiciary.

If the firmest pillar of
justice fails, it’s only a
matter of time before the
entire structure im-
plodes. Perhaps that’s al-
ways been the goal of the
woke Marxist leftists
and their handlers who
are ardently pursuing
the dubious prosecu-
tions of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Charles Compton
The Bronx

®The Manhattan district
attorney’s office has
been hijacked by a polit-
ical hack who seeks to
make a name for himself
through the criminal
prosecution of a former
president.

The only way he could
achieve this was to part-
ner with a morally bank-

THE ISSUE: Michael Goodwin’s column on the
problems with the Trump hush-money trial in New York.

Donald Trump

rupt judge who was also
eager to drag his office
through the mud to
make a name for himself.
With every passing day,
the Trump trial looked
and sounded like some-
thing only Orwell could
have imagined.
John Fleming
Punta Gorda, Fla.

eThe Trump trial has
exposed the world at
large to the naked politi-
cization of the US justice
system, beginning with
Manhattan District At-
torney Alvin Bragg’s

campaign platform that
blatantly outlined legal

action against Trump.
And despite former
federal prosecutor Rob-
ert Costello’s extensive
experience, impeccable
honesty and credibility,
he apparently was una-
ble to convince the grand
jury of the entirety of the
truth regarding Trump’s
innocence.  John East
Cairns, Australia

®The prosecution in the
Trump trial has not met
its burden of proof, as
shown through both the
its refusal to call Allen
Weisselberg to the wit-
ness stand and its at-
tempt to silence former
prosecutor Robert Cos-
tello.

An innocent verdict
would not just be a vic-
tory for Trump, but also
a stand for justice. A
trial like this against a
former president, who is
also the leading Republi-
can presidential candi-
date, is an affront to the
rule of law. Owen Kelly

Valley Stream

What Rudy’s Done for America

e America suffered the
worst attack in its his-
tory on 9/11 (“Rudy Giul-
iani pleads not guilty to
felony charges in Ari-
zona election interfer-
ence case,” May 21).
Thousands, including
hundreds of members of
the NYFD and NYPD,
were murdered. The
then-New York mayor
himself narrowly missed
being murdered when
the towers came down.
But unlike other public
officials who retreated
to a bunker, the city’s
mayor rushed to the
scene to personally help

THE ISSUE: Former NYC Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s public
contributions amid charges of election interference.

New Yorkers. He was
subsequently praised for
his steadfastness during
this assault on our na-
tion.

Later in life, as a prac-
ticing lawyer, he noticed
how many American cit-
izens expressed deep
concerns about election
integrity after the 2020
presidential contest. He
bravely = accompanied
citizens to their respec-
tive state so their voices
could be heard in front

of their legislators — the
very same legislators re-
sponsible for election in-
tegrity. Those hearings
are now a part of history,
and the voices of Ameri-
can citizens were heard.
Who is this historic
American hero? Former
New York Mayor Rudy
Giuliani. America is
thankful, Giuliani, for
your lifetime of distin-
guished public service.
Maria Ryan
Manchester, NH

E-MAIL: letters@nypost.com or WRITE to The Editor, The New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the
Americas, New York, NY 10036. Include name, address and daytime phone number. No unverifiable
letters will be published. The Post reserves the right to edit all letters.

The New York Post is published by N.Y.P. Holdings Inc., 1211 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036.
Lachlan Murdoch, Chair; Rupert Murdoch, Chairman Emeritus; Sean M. Giancola, Publisher;
Keith Poole, Editor-in-Chief; Stephen Lynch, Print EIC; Mark Cunningham, Editorial Page Editor




POSTOPINION

Hillary’s Blame Game

OR almost eight years, Hillary

Clinton has been playing a

very, very long session of

Monday Morning Quarter-
back, always focusing on the same
damn game: the 2016 presidential
election.

You’d think it would get boring
at this point.

Especially since our country has
undergone seismic events that
make 2016 feel like ancient his-
tory. It’s time to move on.

But Clinton is as engaged as
ever in this post-election analysis.
She’s prolific and innovative
when it comes to mining blame
and finding fresh excuses to ex-
plain her upset loss to Donald
Trump.

Clinton sees scapegoats every-
where.

Her latest target is women.
(Credit where credit is due: At
least she isn’t calling us “uterus
owners.”)

Women were, she says, led
astray by an old Clinton bogey-
man — former FBI head James
Comey, who re-opened a last-min-
ute investigation into her private
email and called her actions “ex-
tremely careless.”

“But once he did that to me, the
people, the voters who left me,
were women,” she told The New
York Times in an interview on
Saturday.

“They left me because they just
couldn’t take a risk on me, be-
cause as a woman, I'm supposed
to be perfect. They were willing to
take a risk on Trump — who had a
long list of, let’s call them flaws, to
illustrate his imperfection — be-

cause he was a man, and they
could envision a man as president
and commander-in-chief.”

Women hypnotized by the pa-
triarchy were too dumb to see she
was the truth and the way. It was
lady on lady sexism, you see.

Clinton could fashion a large
patchwork quilt with all of the
people she’s pointed fingers at.
She even wrote a book, “What
Happened,” about it in 2017. She
started out by taking some owner-
ship.

“You can blame the data, blame
the message, blame anything you

KIRSTEN FLEMING

want — but I was the candidate. It
was my campaign. Those were my
decisions,” she wrote.

But old habits die hard. She
then dedicated much of the book
to blaming Russian President
Vladimir Putin for her failure.
And the media, particularly the
Times. And Bernie Sanders. And
Trump.

She even speculated that, if Bar-
ack Obama had truly gone to bat
for her, and for democracy, it
would have been a smelling salt
awakening us to the dangers of
Trump.

“I do wonder sometimes about
what would have happened if
President Obama had made a tele-
vised address to the nation in the
fall of 2016 warning that our de-
mocracy was under attack. Maybe
more Americans would have
woken up to the threat in time.

We’ll never know,” she wrote.

(Never mind that plenty of peo-
ple who voted for Obama twice
pulled the lever for Trump.)

What establishment pols like
Clinton don’t get is that the elect-
orate hears them, loud and clear.
It is the pols who aren’t listening
to the voters.

The reality is, Clinton was
cocky. She thought she had the
vote in the bag, and that calling
people who felt left behind “de-
plorables” would be good for
business. She neglected Rust Belt
states and never even went to
Wisconsin — becoming the first
Dem presidential nominee to lose
that state since 1984.

She was also thoroughly unlika-
ble, enlisting a bunch of coddled
celebrities to sing her anthem
“Fight Song.” It was campaign
kryptonite.

This fixation on her loss feels a
bit like the orange man she is rail-
ing against. She claims to hold
some sort of moral high ground,
even though she spent years call-
ing him an “illegitimate president.”

She can blame women all she
wants. We are not a monolith. We
all have different viewpoints, dif-
ferent reasons for voting the way
we do. The women I know who
voted for Trump weren’t avoiding
placing a woman in the White
House.

They simply did not like her,
specifically.

They wanted something differ-
ent. Someone different.

If she wants to blame one
woman, she’s welcome to it.

That lady is in her mirror.

Biden’s Buying Votes
With Climate Cash

O bet on the upcoming presidential election, don’t just rely on polls.
Look at the billions of taxpayer dollars President Biden is pouring
into “community organizations” in “disadvantaged communities” to

tip the election scales.

The community organizer who became president, Barack Obama, was a
master at machine politics. He used federal tax dollars to turn community
organizations — left-wing not-for-profits — into a fourth branch of gov-
ernment. Their staffs, paid using taxpayer money but not tied to govern-
ment rules, could hit the streets at election time and build turnout.

Joe Biden has scaled up Obama’s playbook, using billions of dollars in-

stead of mere millions.

West Virginia Sen. Shelley Moore Capito made headlines last week

when she publicized the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s $50
million “environmental justice”
grant awarded to a group called
the Climate Justice Alliance.

The group has vowed that “the
path to climate justice travels
through a free Palestine.” Climate
Justice Alliance serves up a full
agenda of radical activities, includ-
ing fighting “political oppression”
and “placing race, gender, and
class at the center” of its work.

But $50 million for Climate Jus-
tice Alliance is a drop in the bucket.

Had members of Congress read
the Inflation Reduction Act before
passing it in 2022 — a novel idea —
they would have known that the
law provides $2.8 billion to the
EPA for “environmental and cli-
mate justice block grants.”

That’s a license to hand out walk-
ing-around money to many political
activists, not just Climate Justice
Alliance. Other recipients include
the New York Immigration Coali-
tion, which describes itself as a “co-
alition of immigrant and refugee or-
ganizations” pushing for more gov-
ernment services and political
clout. Same is true of the New Jer-
sey Alliance for Immigrant Justice,
another recipient of EPA cash.

The words “climate” and “envi-
ronment” don’t appear anywhere on
these groups’ websites or literature.

Lawmakers may have assumed
they were authorizing money for cli-
mate improvement, but the IRAs
fine print allows the moolah to be
used to “facilitate engagement of
disadvantaged communities in State
and Federal advisory groups, work-
shops, rule makings and other pub-
lic processes.” Translation: elections.

How easy is it to get the dough?
Piece of cake.

The EPA says it wants to “allevi-
ate much of the burden that the fed-
eral grants process places on small
resource-constrained community-
based organizations supporting un-
derserved communities and mar-
ginalized populations.” In short, no
jumping through hoops.

The money can only go to a disad-
vantaged community or a southern
border town. There are 27,521 disad-
vantaged communities on the US
Census map, according to Biden’s
“Climate and Economic Justice
Screening Tool,” which targets non-
English speakers, people with dia-
betes and other factors that mostly

BETSY
McCAUGHEY

correspond to heavily minority pop-
ulations. These communities cus-
tomarily vote Democratic.

Adding eligibility for border
towns is an interesting twist. As
waves of migrants overwhelm re-
sources in these areas, Democrats
are growing divided over Biden’s
open border policies. Federal money
may shore up support for him.

During his first week as presi-
dent, Biden issued an executive or-
der implementing the Justice40 in-
itiative, a new rule requiring that
40% of many types of federal
spending — not just EPA grants —
must go to these “disadvantaged
communities.”

The Department of Energy, too,
is spreading money to “disadvan-
taged communities,” using what it
calls “community benefit plans”
and promising “intentionally flexi-
ble” application requirements.

This playbook started with Obam-
aCare, the Affordable Care Act. The
ACA authorized the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to hand
out “community transformation
grants.” Community Health Coun-
cils, a typical recipient, pledged that
its mission was to advance “social
justice.”

It distributed 65% of its $79 mil-
lion windfall in 2012 to partner com-
munity groups that promoted “voter
engagement,” conducted “one-on-
one education in the streets” or led
tenants’ rights, anti-fracking and an-
ti-drilling efforts.

And you thought the ACA was
about covering the uninsured.

A decade after Obama, Biden is
tasking every agency and depart-
ment of the federal government to
promote voter engagement.

Biden’s community grants pale
in size compared to his student-
debt cancellation vote-buying
scheme, which now totals $620 bil-
lion. But the community grant
money lands directly in the hands
of political activists who know
what to do with it.

Tell your representatives to read
bills before voting on them — and
to strip out these giveaways that
make a mockery of democracy.
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At the game at the Mad Hatter’s,
Alice grew weary of the Red Queens’
bickering over who was greater. She
soughtrelief in the company of the low
spot cards.

“Those Queens don’t know how
lucky they are,” the Deuce of Hearts
told Alice. “We deuces rarely win a
trick, and then only if our suit happens
to be trumps.”

“You know,” Alice said, “the Queen
of Diamonds may be right: Losing a
trick can be better than winning one.
And who better to lose a trick thana
deuce.”

As South, Alice leaped to six hearts,
knowing she might have two
unvoidable diamond losers. West, the
Hatter, led the queen of diamonds:
three, king, ace. The A-K of spades
offered two diamond discards -- if
Alice could reach dummy.

“You’re about to make yourself
useful,” Alice told the Deuce of Hearts
kindly.

She took three high trumps and next
started the clubs. East refused to ruff
the fourth club, but Alice then led the
deuce of trumps. East had to win and
lead a spade to dummy. Making six.

TODAY’S ANSWER

The Post Puzzle Page

Directions: Makea2to7
letter word from the letters
in each row. Add points of
each word using scoring
directions at right. 7 Letter
words get 50 point bonus.
“Blank” used as any letter
have no point value. All the
words are in the Official
SCRABBLE players
Dictionary, 4th Edition.

ENCOUNTER

From the word or phrase above, form AT LEAST 19
five-letter words, without using more than one form
of the same word. For example, drink or drank (not

both).
ANSWERS IN TOMORROW'’S POST
Yesterday’s word:

To solve a Su Doku,
you must put a number
from 110 9, in each
empty box.

Each number must
appear once in each
horizontal row, as well
as in each vertical
column and in each of
the 3-by-3 grids.
Impossible? Not once
you get the hang of it.
Tips and in depth
strategies at

www.SudokuWiki.org

| S

NYPOST.COM/GAMES
Solutions on Page 34

Very Easy #6,563 «

ifficult #6

CROTCHETY
chore other torte
coyer otter toter
ocher retch
octet torch

How to play: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle —
horizontally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them
and Circle their letters only. Do not circle the word. The
leftover letters spell the Wonderword.

© Syndicated Puzzles
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Across
1 Retail club similar to Costco
5 Coin flip call
10 Pine family tree
13 Sitting on
14 Arm joint
15 Singer and civil rights activist
Horne
16 Marine animal that resembles a
flower
18 Possesses
19 Open-toed shoe
20 Payable now
21 Dance Dance Revolution move
22 Term of address that elides a
letter
23 Branch of mathematics focused
on collections
25 Creature in Sherpa folklore
27 Virtuous one
28 Contributes
31 “Kapow!”
34 Guinness, for one
36 “You stink, ref!”
37 Chance to get together and take
shots?
39 Slam Dunk Contest org.
40 Pixy Stix contents
42 Episodic drama
43 “Come on now”
44 Underneath
46 Minor in astronomy?
48 Genre for 1980s hair bands
51 Parts of plays
54 Mother of Apollo and Artemis
55 Thanksgiving, e.g.: Abbr.
56 “I'm one of them too!”
58 Lends a helping hand
59 Kittens who should be adopted
together, or what can be found in
this puzzle’s circles
61 Catch sight of
62 __ Martin: British car
63 Norway’s capital
64 Go limp
65 Naps, say
66 Simple tops
Down
1 Back talk
2 Starting five, e.g.
3 Disney heroine who sings “How
Far I'll Go”
4 Some self-care opportunities

5 Element of high fashion?

6 __ City: New Haven nickname
7 Place to call home

8 Breakfast-on-the-run choice
9 Candy

10 Maybe not any at all

11 Float in some water rides

12 Coarse-sounding

15 Succumb to one’s emotions
17 Title

23 Farm fixtures

24 Padlock holder

26 “Candidly,” in texting

28 Muscles stretched in cobra
pose

29 High-ABV hoppy beer

30 Extremely competitive

32 __ snail's pace

33 Bigwig

35Toon devil

37 Gathering for senior partners?
38 Source of water power?

41 “So close”

43 “Bingo!”

45 Mixologist’s amenity

47 Uttered
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48 Pane piece

49 This and that

50 Some godmothers

52 Needle

53 Happy face

56 Binoculars part

57 God with a bow and arrow

60 Pointillism bit
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Marts quiet

The S&P 500 was
down slightly after log-
ging its fifth straight
weekly gain on Friday.
The Nasdaq Composite
was solidly in the green,
while the Dow fell 0.6%.

Giving up

Adam Neumann has
ended his bid to re-ac-
quire WeWork as the
coworking business he
cofounded has chosen
to emerge from bank-
ruptcy with an “unreal-
istic” plan, he told The
New York Times Deal-
Book on Tuesday.

Meme stock

GameStop soared
25% on Tuesday after
the struggling video-
game retailer said it had
raised more than $900
million from selling its
shares during the mar-
ket rally earlier this
month.

BYD launch

China’s BYD
launched on Tuesday
the latest version of a
plug-in hybrid technol-
ogy that improves fuel
and cost savings, inten-
sifying competition
with the likes of Toyota
and Volkswagen that
still sell mainly gasoline
cars.

S 1B buyback

Trading app Robin-
hood Markets launched
its first-ever share buy-
back plan on Tuesday,
saying it would repur-
chase $1 billion worth of
stock as it looks to grow
beyond its startup
phase.

Sources: Reuters, AP,
Dow Jones
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Daily Beast eyes ex-CNNer as ax swings

By ALEXANDRA STEIGRAD

Newly-installed Daily Beast boss
Joanna Coles is scrambling to hire
boldface names like ousted CNN
host Brian Stelter as she sharpens
the ax to slash more than a third of
the staff, The Post has learned.

Coles — who was brought in by
media mogul Barry Diller along with
Disney bigwig Ben Sherwood last
month to resuscitate the floundering
news site — reached out to Stelter,
the former anchor of CNN’s now-
defunct “Reliable Sources,” to run
the Beast’s media coverage, sources
close to the situation told The Post
on Tuesday.

Stelter, who has landed a special
correspondent role at Vanity Fair
since being dumped by CNN, de-
clined to comment.

Coles’ purported attempt to lure
Stelter comes as the outlet con-
firmed Tuesday that it offered vol-
untary buyouts to its 37 unionized
staffers. A source close to The Beast
said roughly 30% are expected to
grab the lifeline before it expires in
mid-June.

“You either take the buyout or risk
being laid off, as Coles wants to cre-
ate a newsroom in her own image,”
the source said, noting that layoffs
will “likely be even worse” than the
30% figure.

Coles and Sherwood hope to reap
$1.5 million in cost savings from the
union cuts, on top of the “millions”
they are saving by reducing their
footprint in their Frank Gehry-de-
signed headquarters in Manhattan’s
posh Chelsea neighborhood, an-
other source said.

Management has proposed a buy-
out package that would give the av-
erage Beast employee who has been

at the company be-

tween two and four years roughly
three to four months of pay, the first
source noted.

“The voluntary buyouts are part of
a larger plan to reduce spending,
grow revenue and put The Beast
into a healthy and sustainable finan-
cial position,” a Beast spokesperson
told The Post.

“Tough choices’

“Everyone in digital media is fac-
ing tough choices. These buyouts
are especially hard because we know
some talented and valued colleagues
will decide to leave next month.

‘On the chopping block’

Throughout this process, we remain
fully committed to The Beast’s core
mission — great independent jour-
nalism that makes a difference.”

The insider added that the heads
of the non-unionized senior editors
are also on the chopping block, in-
cluding Daily Beast Editor-in-Chief
Tracy Connor, as The Post previ-
ously reported. A second source said
that job cuts will also hit the publica-
tion’s business side in the coming
months.

The rep would not comment on
Connor’s future or that of other sec-
tion heads.

Coles, 61, was named chief creative

and content officer after Diller gave
her and Sherwood a minority stake
in the tabloid-inspired site.

Since grabbing the reins, the Brit-
ish-born editor has intimidated staff-
ers with pointed questions about
who they are and how they want to
cover their beats, sparking anxiety
over the possibility that they’d be re-
placed by new reporters with better
ideas, sources told The Post.

Employees are walking a tightrope
in trying to please Coles — who is
swanning around the office, the first
source said. Meanwhile, Connor and
executive editor Katie Baker have
been laying low.

Viv push for more BuzzFeed bhuzz

By ARIEL ZILBER

Former GOP presidential
candidate Vivek Ramaswamy
wants BuzzFeed to hire the
likes of Bill Maher, Tucker

Carlson, Aaron Rodgers and

Charles Barkley to help
turn around the strug-

gling news site’s fortunes.
Ramaswamy (left), who re-
cently disclosed an 8.3% stake
in the failing media company,
fired off a letter on Monday to
BuzzFeed’s board demanding
that the company slash jobs,
appoint three new members to
its board of directors and give

more prominent roles to con-
servatives so as to embrace
“greater diversity of thought.”

Shares of BuzzFeed soared
by around 20% last week after
it was learned that Ramas-
wamy had taken an activist
stake in the company.

In his letter, Ramaswamy

criticized BuzzFeed for several
moves that fed into public
“distrust of the media,” includ-
ing its decision in 2017 to pub-
lish a dossier by ex-British spy
Christopher Steele that con-
tained salacious and unproven
allegations against former
President Donald Trump.
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OpenAl’s ‘security’ panel

OpenAlI has formed a Safety and
Security Committee that will be
led by board members including
CEO Sam Altman (right) as it be-
gins training its next artificial in-
telligence model, the AI startup
said Tuesday.

Directors Bret Taylor, Adam
D’Angelo and Nicole Seligman will
also lead the committee, OpenAl
said on a company blog.

Microsoft-backed OpenATl’s
chatbots with generative AI capa-

bilities, such as engaging in hu-
man-like conversations and creat-
ing images based on text prompts,
have stirred safety concerns as AI
models become powerful.

The new committee will be re-
sponsible for making recommen-
dations to the board on safety and
security decisions for OpenAl’s
projects and operations.

“A new safety committee signi-
fies OpenAl completing a move to
becoming a commercial entity,

from a more undefined nonprofit-
like entity,” said D.A. Davidson
managing director Gil Luria.
“That should help streamline
product development while
maintaining accountability.”
Former Chief Scientist Ilya Sut-
skever and Jan Leike, who were
leaders of OpenAl’s Superalign-
ment team, which ensured AI
stays aligned to the intended ob-
jectives, left the firm earlier this
month. Reuters

——

By THOMAS BARRABI

Google is scrambling to
remove a wave of incor-
rect or even dangerous an-
swers from its controver-
sial AI-powered search re-
sults — including one an-
swer that advised users to
eat rocks for nutrition.

The embattled Big Tech
giant has faced a major
backlash for spreading
misinformation since the
tool, dubbed AI Over-
views, was rolled out in
the US this month.

Google said the software
will reach more than one
billion users by the end of
the year.

In one widely circulated
example, AI Overviews al-
legedly responded to the

Get the rocks out!

Google looks to scrub litany of Al inaccuracies

Google, led by CEO Sundar Pichai

(right), is under fire for the
answersits Alis g R
spitting out,
including one
thatallegedly |
recommends (@Y
eating rocks :
(left). That
response
appeared to
originate froma
satirical item on
The Onion.

were examples of so-called
data voids, where there was
a lack of high-quality infor-
mation available online for
the particular query.

The company said it
makes thousands of im-
provements to search each
year.

As The Post reported,
the chatbot, which critics
say could devastate news
publishers, has generated
bizarre responses such as
telling users to thicken
pizza sauce by adding glue
and claiming that tobacco
has health benefits for
kids.

“Mixing cheese into the
sauce helps add moisture
to the cheese and dry out
the sauce,” Google’s AI
Overview said. “You can

query, “How many rocks
should a child eat?” by
falsely claiming UC Berke-
ley geologists recommend
“eating at least one small
rock per day.”

The answer appeared to

post by The Onion.
Google said it is “taking
swift action where appro-
priate under our content
policies, and using these
examples to develop
broader improvements to

which have already started
to roll out.”

“The vast majority of Al
Overviews provide high
quality information, with
links to dig deeper on the
web,” a Google spokesper-

“Many of the examples
we’ve seen have been un-

common queries, and
we’ve also seen examples
that were doctored or that
we couldn’t reproduce.”
Google said many instan-

also add about 1/8 cup of
non-toxic glue to the sauce
to give it more tackiness.”
The glue recommenda-
tion appeared to have been
pulled from a Reddit post
on how to keep cheese

originate from a satirical

our

systems, some of

son said in a statement.

ces of strange responses

from sliding off pizza.

T-Mobhile lands US Gell

T-Mobile is buying US Cellular’s
wireless operations and certain
spectrum assets in a deal valued at
$4.4 billion, further consolidating
the industry.

T-Mobile would get more than
4 million new customers and control
of US Cellular’s wireless operations
and about 30% of spectrum assets
across several spectrum bands.

T-Mobile will also enter into a
new master license agreement on

more than 2,000 towers and extend
the lease term for the approxi-
mately 600 towers where T-Mobile
is already a tenant.

T-Mobile CEO Mike Sievert said
the deal will “create a better experi-
ence for all of our customers with
more coverage and more capacity.”

It may also signal the start of
more consolidation in an industry
with fewer players than ever.

Reuters

Hess-Chev. deal gains

Hess shareholders Tuesday ap-
proved the proposed $53 billion
merger with Chevron, which paves
the way for the No. 2 US oil company
to gain a prize asset and a foothold in
rival Exxon Mobil’s massive Guyana
discoveries.

The approval clears one hurdle, but
the deal still requires regulatory ap-
proval and must face a lengthy arbi-
tration battle with Exxon and Hess’
partners in Guyana.

Regulatory approval could come
next month, said Frederic Boucher,
risk arbitrage analyst at Susquehanna
Financial Group, based on the time
the Federal Trade Commission took
to approve Exxon’s acquisition of Pio-
neer Natural Resources earlier this
month.

Results were preliminary, but the
vote is a win for CEO John Hess, who
put the future of a company founded
by his father on the line. Reuters

Quick
for Tik
law fight

A federal appeals court on
Tuesday set a fast-track
schedule to consider the le-
gal challenges to a new law
requiring China-based Byte-
Dance to divest TikTok’s US
assets by Jan. 19 or face a
ban.

The Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia or-
dered the case set for oral
arguments in September
after TikTok, ByteDance and
a group of TikTok content
creators joined with the Jus-
tice Department earlier this
month in asking the court
for a quick schedule.

On May 14, a group of Tik-
Tok creators filed suit to
block the law, which could
ban the app used by 170 mil-
lion Americans, saying it has
had “a profound effect on
American life,” after TikTok
and parent company Byte-
Dance filed a similar lawsuit.

Under the appeals court
schedule, the creators, Tik-
Tok and ByteDance, must
file legal briefs by June 20
and the department by July
26, with reply briefs due by
Aug. 15.

The law, signed by Presi-
dent Biden on April 24, pro-
hibits app stores like Apple
and Alphabet’s Google from
offering TikTok, and bars In-
ternet hosting services from
supporting the app unless
ByteDance divests TikTok.

The White House says it
wants to see Chinese-based
ownership ended on na-
tional security grounds, but
not a ban on TikTok. Reuters

Neuralink’s
new move

Elon Musk’s brain-chip
startup, Neuralink, seeks to
enroll three patients to evalu-
ate its device in a study that is
expected to take several years
to complete, according to de-
tails on the US government’s
database of clinical trials.

Neuralink is testing its im-
plant to give paralyzed pa-
tients the ability to use digital
devices by thought alone, a
prospect that could help peo-
ple with spinal cord injuries.

Neuralink’s study is esti-
mated to have a primary com-
pletion date of 2026, with the
full study expected to be
complete in 2031. Reuters




JENSEN HUANG
Behind only Apple, M’soft.

Nvidia’s
mart cap
near #1

Nvidia’s shares rallied by
around 7% to hit a record
high Tuesday, leaving the Al
chipmaker’s stock market
value about $100 billion
away from overtaking Apple
in a major reshuffle of Wall
Street’s biggest players.

Closing Tuesday at $1,139,
the market capitalization of
CEO Jensen Huang-run
Nvidia reached $2.8 trillion,
compared to $2.9 trillion for
Apple, which is Wall Street’s
second-most valuable com-
pany after Microsoft (about
$3.2 trillion).

Nvidia stock surged as
much as 8% to $1,149.39 dur-
ing the session, an intraday
record high. Apple’s stock
was down 0.2% in afternoon
trading. Nvidia’s shares have
surged nearly 13% since it
forecast second-quarter rev-
enue above Wall Street ex-
pectations last week.

“The market has been
struggling to keep up with
the company’s ever-improv-
ing growth trajectory. At a
mid-30s forward earnings
multiple, this still doesn’t
feel like bubble territory,”
said Derren Nathan, head of
equity analysis at Har-
greaves Lansdown.

Reuters

iPhone shipments
onrise in China

Apple’s smartphone ship-
ments in China rose 52% in
April from a year ago, ex-
tending a rebound seen in
March, according to data
from a research firm affili-
ated with the Chinese gov-
ernment.

The jump follows a weak
performance by the US tech
giant in the world’s biggest
smartphone market earlier
this year amid intensifying
competition in the high-end
smartphone category from
local rivals like
Huawei. Reuters

By ARIEL ZILBER

Ryan Salame, one of Sam
Bankman-Fried’s top depu-
ties at FTX, was sentenced
to nearly eight years in
prison — exceeding the
term recommended by the
government, federal prose-
cutors said on Tuesday.

Salame, who was co-CEO
of FTX Digital Markets, the
company’s Bahamas-based
subsidiary, pleaded guilty
in September to making
tens of millions of dollars
in unlawful campaign do-
nations to boost causes
supported by Bankman-
Fried.

His lawyers were seeking
the minimum sentence of
18 months before Judge Le-
wis A. Kaplan decided on
the 90-month stint in fed-
eral court in Manhattan.

The sentence was longer
than the five to seven years
sought by prosecutors.

He had pleaded guilty to
one count of conspiracy to
make unlawful political
contributions and one
count of conspiracy to op-
erate an unlicensed mon-
ey-transmitting business.

Financial fraud

“Salame’s involvement in
two serious federal crimes
undermined public trust in
American elections and
the integrity of the finan-
cial system,” said Damian
Williams, US Attorney for
the Southern District of
New York.

Salame, 30, did not coop-
erate in the federal trial
against  Bankman-Fried,
though he did hand over
nearly 600,000 pages of

Matter of time

documents to authorities.

Salame’s lawyers pointed
out that he was the first
FTX executive to alert au-
thorities in the Bahamas to
potential fraud as early as
late 2022 — days before the
company filed for bank-
ruptcy.

Bankman-Fried was sen-
tenced earlier this year to
25 years in prison for steal-
ing $8 billion from FTX
customers. A jury found
him guilty last November

on seven fraud and conspir-
acy counts stemming from
FTX’s 2022 collapse, which
prosecutors have called
one of the biggest financial
frauds in US history.

Prosecutors say Salame,
Bankman-Fried and former
FTX engineering chief
Nishad Singh used FTX
customer funds to donate
to political candidates sup-
porting  crypto-friendly
legislation.

In addition to the prison

term, Salame was sen-
tenced to three years of su-
pervised release and or-
dered to pay more than $6
million in forfeiture and
more than $5 million in

restitution,  prosecutors
said in a statement on
Tuesday.

Salame, who could not
immediately be reached
for comment, gave more
than $24 million to Repub-
lican  candidates and
causes in the 2022 election
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SBF deputy given nearly 8 years behind bars

cycle, according to Federal
Election Commission data,
making him one of that
year’s top donors.

Salame’s attorneys
claimed he was “duped, as
was everyone else, into be-
lieving that the companies
were legitimate, solvent
and wildly profitable,” ac-
cording to a memo filed in
Manbhattan federal court.

More to come

Kaplan’s sentence could
be an indicator of how
hard he will crack down on
the FTX executives who
did cooperate with federal
investigators in exchange
for more lenient pleas in
court.

Bankman-Fried’s on-
again, off-again girlfriend
Caroline Ellison, Singh and
Gary Wang will be sen-
tenced later this year.

All three pleaded guilty
to financial wrongdoing
and agreed to testify
against Bankman-Fried in
court. They are due to be
sentenced later this year.

Bankman-Fried had
used FTX customer funds
to make more than $100
million in political contri-
butions before the 2022
elections — mainly to
Democrats — and to buy a
ritzy $40 million Baha-
mian penthouse where he
and his colleagues lived
and worked, prosecutors
said.

Salame joined Alameda
in 2019, two vyears after
Bankman-Fried founded it,
and became co-chief exec-
utive of FTX’s Bahamian
affiliate in late 2021.

azilber@nypost.com

Push for Meta report on kid safety

Meta boss Mark Zuckerberg faces reduction to children on its plat-

nonbinding

resolution

urging
forms.”

during a time of intense scrutiny for

a potential revolt at the company’s
annual meeting Wednesday as
shareholders push the Big Tech firm
to step up transparency regarding its
efforts to protect children online.

A group led by Lisette Cooper,
vice chair of the Franklin Temple-
ton subsidiary Fiduciary Trust In-
ternational and the parent of a child
sex abuse survivor, is backing a

Meta’s board to publish an annual
report tracking the company’s per-
formance on child safety and pro-
tecting young users from harm on
its apps.

The report would require “quanti-
tative metrics appropriate to assess-
ing whether Meta has improved its
performance globally regarding
child safety impacts and actual harm

“If they want to reassure advertis-
ers, parents, legislators, sharehold-
ers on whether they’re making a dif-
ferent on dealing with this problem
on harm to children, they need to
have transparency,” Cooper told The
Post.

“They need better metrics.”

The resolution is set for a vote

Zuckerberg-led Meta, which faces a
legal and regulatory crackdown in
the US and abroad about its alleged
failure to keep kids safe on Insta-
gram and Facebook.

Zuckerberg himself recently apol-
ogized to the families of victims of
online sex abuse during a high-pro-
file congressional hearing.

Thomas Barrabi
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EMPLOYMENT

NEED EXTRA MONEY
TO PAY FOR BILLS?
VACATION?
SAVINGS?

- Just a few hours each morning
-7 days (or less) ... done by 6am!
- Must have a reliable vehicle

I CAREERS

W CAREER
TRAINING

I BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

I FINANCIAL
SERVICES

M REAL ESTATE
SERVICES

I MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

M PETS
B AUTOMOTIVE

M LEGAL &
PUBLIC NOTICE

PLACE AN AD

Email:
clloyd@nypost.com

DEADLINES

Monday: Friday 2:30PM

Mon @Work: Friday 2:30PM
Tuesday: Monday 2:30PM
Wednesday: Tuesday 2:30PM
Thursday: Wednesday 2:30PM
Friday: Thursday 2:30PM
Saturday: Friday 2:30PM
Sunday: Friday 2:30PM

PAYMENTS
We Accept

Visa, Mastercard,
American Express,
checks and money orders

The New York Post reserves the right to
edit, reclassify, reject or cancel an ad at
any time. We can only give appropriate
credit, not to exceed the cost of the ad, for
one insertion. We are not liable for com-
plete omissions. Any discrepancies must
be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.

Part Time - Early AM | Easy and Fun!
Newspaper Delivery Drivers Wanted

Be your own boss! Deliver newspapers close to home for just a couple of hours
each day and make over $1000.00 monthly... plus bonus... Really!

Start making $$$ tonight! Routes available near where you live!!!
BROOKLYN, BRONX, QUEENS
To Apply - Text: “PCFCASH"
617-207-6350 or Call 1-800-515-8000

Walk-ins Welcome 2 am - 4 am

909 Essex St., Brooklyn NY 11208
4220 Vireo Ave, Bronx NY 10470
48-02 31st Place Long Island City NY 11101

Portfolio Manager (multiple open-
ings) at MPG Operations LLC in New
York, NY will analyze data & apply
mathematical techniques to build &
write analytics necessary to imple-
ment a relative-value trading strat-
egy that focuses on interest-rate op-
tions. Salary: $150,000 - $200,000/yr.
Regs a Bach deg in Mathematics, Fi-
nance, or arltd fld, + 1 yrin a prof'l
occptn mngng a portfolio of deriva-
tives w/ invstmnt banks. Must incl

1 yr of exp w/ each of the following:
trade interest rate, equity, & foreign
exchange (FX) derivatives; anlyz fincl
data; make invstmnt decisions; dis-
cretionary execution of bilateral,
over-the-counter derivatives w/
invstmnt banks; build trdg and
invstmnt infrastructure using stats
and prgmg; maint & calibrate int rate
derivatives models; build and maint
back-testing tools, utilizing Python
based code; and dvlp mach-learning
classification models. To apply
please send resume to recruiting@
mlp.com & ref job code 0078 when
applying.

Senior Advisor, sought by Behavioral
Insights (US) Inc., Brooklyn, NY, to
identify & dvlp behavioral interven-
tions, dsgn & oversee RCTs, etc.
Deg'd applicants exp'd conducting
statistical tests, quantitative re-
search, qualitative field studies, etc.
Salary range $103,000 - $135,000/yr.
Send resume to maricely.perez@bi.
team.

Staff Accountant: Prepare balance
sheet, financial statement & account
reconciliations. Prepare account pay-
ables/receivables. Analyze & prepare
budget. Prepare monthly, quarterly
and annual accounting reports.
Prepare payroll tax. Assist in prepare
state and federal taxes returns.
$90,979.00/year. Master’s degree
with major or concentration in Ac-
counting, Taxation or Legal and Tax
Management required, & 2 yrs of
experience as Accountant involving
preparation of tax filing or financial
reports required. Send resume to
764 3rd Ave Wine & Liquors Inc.
d/b/a Bona Vinos, 805 3rd Ave.,

New York, NY 10022.

Coin/Wallet Lead sought by
AlphaPoint Corp., NY, NY to dvlp,
mntn, intgrt various blckchn ntwrks
& cryptocrrncies etc. May Tele-
commute. Salary $120K-$160K/yr.
Deg'd applicants exp’d wrkg w/
Bitcoin, Bitcoin-Cash, Litecoin, etc.
Send resume to hr@alphapoint.com
& refer to "C/WL"

Corporate Banking Senior Associate
for Citibank, N.A. (NY, NY) Conduct
accounting & financial statement
analysis, fundamental credit analysis,
cash flow modeling, &risk rating
analysis. A telecommut/hybrid work
sched may be permitted w/in a
commutble distance from the
worksite, in accrdnce w/ Citi policies
& protcls. REQS: Bachelor’s dgr (or
frgn equiv) in Busnss Admin, Financ,
Econmcs, Statstcs or rltd fld & 2 yrs
of prgrssv, post-bacca exper as a Rsk
Anlyst or rltd postn invlvng transctn
&rltnshp mngmnt & risk optmztn in
the bnkng indstry. 2 yrs of exper
must incld: Financl statmnt analys;
Fundmntl credit risk analys; MS
Excel; MS PowerPoint; Data Analys;
Debt instrmnts & capital mrkts,
dervtvs, forgn exchng, rates, & com-
modities. Up to 5% domstc travel
reqrd. Slry rng: $175,000 to $185,000
/yr; 40 hrs/wk. Applcnts submit
resms at https:/jobs.citi.com/. Pls
rfrnc Job ID #24745819. EOE.

Finance: The Bank of New York Mel-
lon seeks VP, Model Risk Mgmt Il in
NY, NY, to contribute to highly visi-
ble enterprise-wide model dvipmt
function in organization. Execute
enterprise standards for model vali-
dation. Remote work permitted w/i
commutable dist from worksite.
REQ'MTS: Master’s or equiv. & 2 yrs
exp in: Utilizing Bloomberg along w/
rates & FX product incl fin'l, bank
capital, bank ALM modeling & analy-
sis; Utilizing stock repurchase & debt
issuance for fin'l institutions. Sal
Range: $151,815-$203,000/yr. Quali-
fied applicants please apply online
at https://bnymellon.eightfold.ai/
careers & utilize ref code #54194.
Please indicate “referral source -
advertisement - NYP."

Financial: AMAZON.COM SERVICES
LLC, an Amazon.com company -
New York, NY: Manager IlI, Finance:
Drive dev't of & support execution
of key input metrics & financial tar-
gets thru implementation of dash-
boards, reporting, measurements, &
variance analysis. Telecommuting
benefits available. Salary Range
$153,000/yr - $207,000/yr.
(AMZ8193573). Multiple job open-
ings. Apply online: www.amazon.
jobs — search by AMZ job #(s). EOE.

Fashion Designer: Design broad
range of women'’s fashions. Send re-
sume by mail only: Public Clothing,
151 W. 26th St, 7th FI, NY, NY 10001
Attn: L. Mayet

Senior Consultant |, Data & Al at
Neudesic, LLC., NY, NY: Design/
implement large-scale distributed
systems. Hybrid schedule may be al-
lowed. Salary: $148,201 - $150,000/
yr. Resumes: JobsUS@neudesic.com.
Ref. NY0923BMR.

Director, Global Visual Merchandis-
ing, SDVM Innovation sought by ELC
Beauty LLC in NY, NY. Email resumes
to: elcjobs@estee.com, ref: NK24.
Salary Range: $190,341-$228,000/yr.
Dsgn & dvlp instore collateral, in
partnership w/ the Global Store
Dsgn team, & shaping instore con-
sumer journey. Full job details can
be found at newyork.usnlx.com.

Experienced Audit Manager, Non-
Profit @ BDO USA, P.C. (New York,
NY) F/T. Sprvise & delegate tasks to
Audit Assc & Sr Assc thrghout ping,
fld wrk & wrap-up stgs of audit client
engmnt, & direct & rview results.
Mstr's dgree (or frgn eqvint) in Acct,
Bus Admin or rltd & 1 yr of exp in job
offrd, or Audit Sr or rltd. Altrntvly, ER
accpt Behlr's (or frgn eqvint) in Acct,
Bus Admin or rltd + 5 yrs of prgrssvly
resp exp in job offrd, Audit Sr or ritd.
Must have exp in ea: Prfmg audits of
nonprofit ents &/or private comp;
GAAS, Uniform Guidance & ERISA;
Microsoft Office prod, incl Windows,
Word, Excel & PowerPoint; Using vrs
assrnc appls & rsrch tools. Must have
CPA OR sffcnt educ/exp rgrmnts (as
dtrmnd by state Board of Accntncy)
to receive CPA w/in 24 months of
hire or promo. ER will accept any
suitble combo of edu, training or
exp. Trvl to vrious unanticiptd client
sites & BDO office Ictns ntnlly. Rate
of pay: $137,114 - $150,000/year.
Snd rsume to: BDOJobApplications@
BDO.com. Indcate job title & code
“MC-NY". EOE.

Clinical Engineer |, Compass Group
USA, Inc., Brooklyn, NY. Embed at
hosp clt site, perf prog mgmt. M-F
8a - 6p & wknds as needed. Salary:
$115,000/yr. Regs @ Ist Bach in
Biomed / Clin Engg / rel / equiv. Regs
crswrk / academ rsrch incl use adv
elctrnes incl elctrnes theory, med
imgng tech, bioinformtcs, & hosp
mgmt in clin tech. Apply: res to
Shared.TalentAcquisitionOperations
@compass-usa.com & ref #112650.

Mental health counselor (Brooklyn)
spec. in addictons & substnce abuse
incl. integrative approach &
attachmnt-based therapy. Req's:
Master’s in Mental Health Counslng,
NYS Lic. Mental Health Counselor,

6 mnths exp. in substnce abuse &
attachmnt-based therapy. Send CV:
Brooklyn Integrative Psychological
Services, 117 Dobbin St # 210, Brklyn
NY 11222

Business Development Analyst,
Sports Partnerships (NY, NY) Utilize
mkt, industry, media research to
identify & analyze marketable ath-
letes for partnerships. Draft internal
research reports & presentations for
strategic partnership opportunities.
Participate in negotiations w/ ath-
letes & reps. Research, gather, ana-
lyze data for loyalty Saa$ solutions.
Maintain CRM systems. Salary $85K/
yr. Min. Req. Bachelor Deg Sports
Mgmt or Sports Mktg. Send resume:
Mr. Sinha, President, Prairie Group
Inc d/b/a Bubblehouse, 146 W 57th
St, Ste 44D, NY, NY 10019

Director Data Science (Multiple posi-
tions available) sought by Hearts &
Science, LLC in New York, NY to
serve as a Data Science lead for key
clients, overseeing all day-to-day
data & analytics deliverables. Tele-
commuting may be permitted.
When not telecommuting, must
report to Hearts & Science LLC, 195
Broadway, New York, NY 10007. Up
to 5% domestic travel for meetings.
Salary: $163,238 - $180K/yr. Send
resume to lorrie.lord@
omnicommediagroup.com. Must
specify Ad Code CABKLL.

Hauppauge, NY, Architectural metal
and glass company seeks an Archi-
tectural Designer to produce and
review fabrication drawings utilizing
AutoCAD, Inventor, and other soft-
ware; draft plans and detailed draw-
ings for structures, installations, and
construction projects; daily travel to
worksites throughout New York City
and Long Island is required. Salary:
$79,643.00 REQ: Bachelor’s in Arch.
or related field + 2 yrs exp. Send
resume to: HR Manager, Lafayette
Glass Company, careers@lmgny.com
with subject line Architectural
Designer

Support Engineer (multiple open-
ings) at MPG Operations LLC in New
York, NY ensure the sftw prodn envir
is stable, resilient, & new applctn fea-
tures are delivered in a timely fash-
ion. Salary: $169,229 - $175,000/yr.
Regs a Master’s deg in Comp Sci, or
arltd field, & 3 yrs in an enterprise
applctns mgmt occuptn, or rltd. Em-
ployer will also accept a Bach deg in
Comp Sci, or arltd field, + 5 yrsinan
enterprise applctns mgmt occuptn,
or rltd. Must incl 3 yrs of exp w/ each
of the following: dsgn & spprt prodn
cloud envirs on AWS & on-premise
datacenters; object oriented prgmg
incl Python; Linux; deploy & run
applctns using Docker & Kubernetes;
enterprise networking incl connec-
tivity, routing, DNS, VPCs, proxies &
load balancers; dsgn & impImt CI/CD
pipeline tools; instrumenting, moni-
toring & alerting for prodn support
of enterprise applctns; & administer-
ing devops tools incl GitHub, Jira,
Confluence, Artifactory, Sonarqube,
Jenkins & TeamCity. To apply please
send resume to recruiting@milp.com
&ref job code 0259 when applying.

Sr. Tech Manager (NY, NY + sites
around the U.S.). Manage cloud-
based s/ware projects for insurance
benefits. Java, J2EE, GWT, AWS, Ora-
cle, PL/SQL, etc. BS + 5 yrs exp or MS
+ 3 yrs exp. Salary: $167,000 /yr. Mail
resumes: Vitech Systems Grp, 401
Park Ave So, NY, NY 10016.

Software Engineer (multiple open-
ings) at MPG Operations LLC in New
York, NY will dsgn, bld, & integrate
complex dvlpmt tools to enhance
our sftw dvlpmt process. Salary:
$115,918 - $175,000/yr. Regs a Mas-
ter's deg in Comp Sci, or a ritd fld,
plus 1yrin a sftw dvlpmt occptn
supporting a data warehouse. Must
incl 1 yr of exp w/ each of the follow-
ing: (1) using Spark in a production
envir; (2) auto, unit, & performance
testing; (3) object-oriented lang incl
Java, C++, or C#; (4) APl architecture;
(5) data prcsg w/ Scala, Spark, Kafka
&SQL; (6) full stack dvlpmt w/ Angu-
lar or Spring Boot; & (7) AWS infra-
structure incl EMR. To apply please
send resume to recruiting@mlp.com
& ref job code 0258 when applying.

The Team Lead (multiple openings)
at MPG Operations LLC in New York,
NY will own the entire sftw lifecycle
from requirements & design,
through implementation, to produc-
tion releases. Salary: $175,000 to
$250,000/yr. Regs a Bach deg in
Comp Sci, IT, Sys Engg, or a rltd fld,
+ 5 yrsin a prof'l sftw engg occptn
utilizing Java, or rltd occptn. Must
incl 5 yrs of exp w/ each of the
following: build scalable real-time
transactional systems; SQL & NoSQL;
algorithms & data structures; contin-
uous deployment; AWS; prgmg lan-
guages incl Python; query languages
incl GraphQL; & event streaming
platforms incl Kafka. To apply please
send resume to recruiting@milp.com
&ref job code 0553 when applying.

Quantitative Developer (multiple
openings) at MPG Operations LLC in
New York, NY will use statistical
techniques to build portfolio analyt-
ics & visualizations. Telecommuting
permitted up to 2 days/wk. Salary:
$175,000 - $250,000/yr. Regs a Mas-
ter's deg in Stats, Operations Rsrch,
Fin'l Engg, or arltd fld, + 3 yrs of
prof'l exp in a statistical modeling
occptn, or ritd occptn. Must incl 3 yrs
of exp w/ each of the following:
Python dvlpmt using numerical
Iigraries incl Pandas & NumPy; ETL
pipeline; SQL dbases; Linux environ-
ments; Front end web dvlpmt; &
front office trading settings. To
apply please send resume to
recruiting@mlp.com & ref job code
0519 when applying.
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NOTICES

PUTNAM COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
Notice of Formation of So Good
Electric LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/27/2023. Office
location: Putnam County. SSNY
designated as agent of Limited
Liability Company (LLC) upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY should mail
process to Steven Gomez: 28
Crosby Ave, Brewster, NY
10509. Purpose: Any lawful

purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
Notice of Formation of Brooke

Wills Management LLC
Articles of Organization filed
with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/27/2024. Office
location: Oswego. SSNY
designated as agent of Limited
Liability Company (LLC) upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY should mail
process to Brooke Wills : 335
West 1st Street Suite 1B
Oswego ny 13126 . Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
A LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
Notice of Formation of Crazy
Little Idea Design & Distribution
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of
NY (SSNY) on 04/04/2024.
Office location: Onondaga.
SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company (LLC)
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY should
mail process to Rocket
Corporate Services INC: 2804
Gateway Oaks DR. #100
Sacramento, CA 95833.

Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE OF SALE
OF COOPERATIVE APARTMENT
SECURITY

BY VIRTUE OF DEFAULT in a
security agreement executed on
January 11, 2006 by Joseph
Rhames, and in accordance with
its rights as holder of the security,
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC, by
Kim Carrino, Auctioneer, will
conduct a public sale of the
security consisting of 144 shares
of common stock in 501 West
156th Street Housing
Development Fund Corporation
and all rights title and interest in
and to a proprietary lease
between corporation and debtor
for UNIT 32 in a building known as
and by the street address, 501
West 156th Street, Apt. 32, New
York, NY 10031 together with
fixtures and articles of personal
property now or hereafter affixed
to or used in connection with
UNIT 32 on June 05, 2024 at
9:30AM on the portico at 60
Centre Street, New York, NY
10007, in satisfaction of an
indebtedness in the principal
amount of $101,574.46 plus
interest from August 01, 2016 and
costs, subject to open
maintenance charges. The
secured party reserves the right to
bid. Ten percent (10%) deposit by
bank or certified funds required at
Auction, payable to the attorneys
for the secured party. Closing
within 30 days. Such sale shall be
subject to the terms of sale.
GROSS POLOWY LLC
1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 100
Williamsville, NY 14221
(716) 204-1700 ATTORNEYS FOR
SECURED CREDITOR 80347
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NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC UCC SALE

distribution of the collateral.

exemption.

Secured  Party's  broker,

Party—documentation and

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that in accordance with applicable provisions of
the Uniform Commercial Code as enacted in the State of New Jersey, and
on account of a default under a certain Pledge and Security Agreement,
dated as of November 6, 2020, notice is hereby given that PV 751 Vose
LLC (“Secured Party”) will sell at a public auction sale to the qualified
bidder submitting the highest bid certain collateral, including all right,
title and interest of Kimble Wright (the “Pledgor”) as the sole member of
751 Vose Avenue Urban Renewal LLC (the “Company”). The sale will take
place beginning at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 21, 2024, via the Zoom
video conference platform or other web-based video conferencing
and/or telephonic conferencing program selected by Secured Party, as
well as in person at the offices of Mandelbaum Barrett, P.C., located at 3
Becker Farm Road, Suite 105, Roseland, NJ 07068. Remote log-in
credentials will be provided to qualified bidders upon request. Secured
Party’s understanding, without making anK representation, warrantgf, or
guarantee, either express, or implied, is tl the
Company is the real property and improvements thereon located at 751
Vose Avenue, Orange, NJ 07050. The collateral will be sold to the
qualified bidder submitting the highest bid; provided, however, that
Secured Party reserves the right to (i) credit bid its claim secured by the
collateral; (ii) reject any and all bids; (iii) cancel the sale in its entirety,
and/or (iv) adjourn the sale. The sale will be conducted by Mannion
Auctions, LLC, by Matthew D. Mannion, Auctioneer, and/or William
Mannion, Auctioneer, with offices at 305 Broadway, Suite 200, New York,
New York, 10007. The collateral will be sold as a single block and will not
be divided or sold in any lesser amounts. Secured Party may require the
winning bidder to represent in writing that it will purchase the collateral
for its own account and not purchase with a view toward the sale or
The limited liability compan:
comprising a portion of the collateral have not been registered under the
Securities Act of 1933 and, if applicable, cannot be sold by the winning
bidder without registration under the Act or application of an applicable

Parties interested in bidding on the above collateral must contact
Newmark,
brock.cannon@nmrk.com, 212-372-2066.
Disclosure Agreement—in a form to be provided by Secured
information  will
concerning the collateral and the requirements for becoming a qualified
bidder. Parties interested in bidding must contact Secured Party’s broker
no later than 48 hours prior to the auction to receive the terms of sale,
bidding instructions, and required deposit and registration information.
Parties who do not contact Secured Party’s broker within this time frame
may forfeit their opportunity to register and may be barred from bidding.
Only qualified bidders will be permitted to bid.

at the principal asset of

interests

attn:  Brock  Cannon,
Upon execution of a Non-

be made available

Crown Castle is proposing to install a
replacement, 34-foot street-light
style telecommunications utility
structure within the public right of
way located at the intersection of
East 141st Street and Crimmins
Avenue, The Bronx, Bronx County,
New York 10454 (40 48 30.8 N/ 73
54 55.8 W). The facility is not
expected to be FAA lighted. Crown
Castle invites comments from any
interested party on the impact of

the proposed action on any districts,
sites, buildings, structures or objects
significant in American history,
archaeology, engineering or culture
that are listed or determined eligible
for listing in the National Register

of Historic Places and/or specific
reason the proposed action may
have a significant impact on the
quality of the human environment.
Specific information regarding the
project is available by contacting EBI
Consulting, Project #014013-PR, 21 B
Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or at
504.458.4444.

Crown Castle is proposing modify an
existing wireless
telecommunications facility,
consisting of the

replacement of antennas at 34ft on
an existing 33ft pole located on the
west corner of the intersection

of Spruce Street and Gold Street,
New York, New York County, New
York 10038 (40 42 36.8N / 74

00 158W). The facility is not
expected to be FAA lighted. Crown
Castle invites comments from any
interested party on the impact of the
proposed action on any districts,
sites, buildings, structures or objects
significant in  American history,
archaeology, engineering or culture
Fhat are listed or determined eligible
or

listing in the National Register of
Historic Places and/or  specific
reason the proposed action may
have

a significant impact on the quality of
the human environment. Specific
information regarding the project

is available by contacting EBI
Consulting, Project #014366-PR, 21 B
Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or

at 504.458.4444.

Crown Castle is proposing to replace
an existing street light pole with
antenna and install a 34-foot
telecommunications utility structure
located within the public right of
way at the southwest corner of
Davidson Ave and W 184th St, The
Bronx, Bronx County, New York
10468 (40 51 39.2N /73 54

13.1W). The facility is not expected
to be FAA lighted. Crown Castle
invites comments  from any
interested

party on the impact of the proposed
action on any districts, sites,
buildings, structures or objects
significant

in American history, archaeology,
engineering or culture that are listed
or determined eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic
Places and/or specific reason the
proposed action may have a
significant

impact on the quality of the human
environment. Specific information
regarding the project is available by
contacting EBI Consulting, Project
#014350-PR, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, or at 774.258.0042.

Crown Castle is proposing to modify
an existing telecommunications
utility structure, consisting of the
replacement of antennas at 40 feet
above ground level on an existing
45-foot pole, near at the following
site: 668 East 166th Street, The
Bronx, Bronx County, New York
12456 (40 49 369 N /73 54 15.8 W).
The

facility is not expected to be FAA
lighted. Crown Castle invites
comments from any interested party
onthe

impact of the proposed action on
any districts, sites, buildings,
structures or objects significant in
American

history, archaeology, engineering or
culture that are listed or determined
eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places and/or
specific reason the proposed action
may have a significant impact on

the quality of the human
environment. Specific information
regarding the project is available by
contacting

EBI Consulting, Project #014012-PR,
21 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or
at 504.458.4444.

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE OF SALE
OF COOPERATIVE APARTMENT
SECURITY BY

VIRTUE OF DEFAULT in a security
agreement executed on August
06, 2007 by Dale B. Cohen, and in
accordance with its rights as
holder of the security, U.S. BANK
TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY
BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE
FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION TRUST,
by Kim Carrino, Auctioneer, will
conduct a public sale of the
security consisting of 405 shares
of common stock in Gracie
Gardens Owners Corp. and all
rights title and interest in and to a
proprietary lease between
corporation and debtor for UNIT
2B in a building known as and by
the street address, 525 East 89th
Street, Apt 2B, New York, NY
10128 together with fixtures and
articles of personal property now
or hereafter affixed to or used in
connection with UNIT 2B on June
05, 2024 at 10:00AM on the
portico at 60 Centre Street, New
York, NY 10007, in satisfaction of
an indebtedness in the principal
amount of $410,875.66 plus
interest from May 01, 2022 and
costs, subject to open
maintenance charges. The
secured party reserves the right to
bid. Ten percent (10%) deposit by
bank or certified funds required at
Auction, payable to the attorneys
for the secured party. Closing
within 30 days. Such sale shall be
subject to the terms of sale.
GROSS POLOWY LLC
1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 100
Williamsville, NY 14221
(716) 204-1700 ATTORNEYS FOR
SECURED CREDITOR 80376

Crown Castle is proposing to install a
34-foot telecommunications utility
structure located within the public
right of way near the intersection of
Washington Square E  and
Washington PI, New York, New York
County, New York 10003 (40 43
48.6N / 73 59 45.5W). The facility is
not expected to be FAA

lighted. Crown Castle invites
comments from any interested party
on the impact of the proposed
action on

any districts, sites, buildings,
structures or objects significant in
American  history,  archaeology,
engineering

or culture that are listed or
determined eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places
and/or specific reason the proposed
action may have a significant impact
on the quality of the human
environment. Specific information
regarding the project is available by
contacting EBI Consulting, Project
#014364-PR, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, or at 785.760.5938.

Crown Castle is proposing to replace
an existing streetlight pole with a 32-
foot telecommunications utility light
pole structure located within the
public right of way at the
intersection of Navy Street and
Tillary ~ Street, Brooklyn,  Kings
County, New York 11201 (40 41 45.2
N / 73 58 49.6 W). The facility is not
expected to be FAA lighted. Crown
Castle invites comments from any
interested party on the impact of the
proposed action on any districts,
sites, buildings, structures or objects
significant in  American history,
archaeology, engineering or culture
that are listed or determined eligible
for listing in the National Register of
Historic = Places and/or specific
reason the proposed action may
have a significant impact on the
quality of the human environment.
Specific information regarding the
project is available by contacting EBI
Consulting, Project #013681-PR, SA,
21 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or
at 757.354.7566.

Legal Notices published in all NYS counties.

Place your notice in NYP Classifieds. Email Karen at kinscho@nypost.com ———NEW-YORK-POST

Crown Castle is proposing to replace
an existing streetlight and install a
34-foot telecommunications utility
structure located within the public
right of way approximately 125-feet
north of the intersection of Purdy
Street and Westchester Avenue, The
Bronx, Bronx County, New York
10462 (40504.2N /73 51

10.7W). The facility is not expected
to be FAA lighted. Crown Castle
invites comments  from  any
interested

party on the impact of the proposed
action on any districts, sites,
buildings, structures or objects
significant

in" American history, archaeology,
engineering or culture that are listed
or determined eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic
Places and/or specific reason the
proposed action may have a
significant

impact on the quality of the human
environment. Specific information
regarding the project is available by
contacting EBI Consulting, Project
#014359-PR, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, or at 774-258-0042.

Crown Castle is proposing modify an
existing wireless
telecommunications facility,
consisting of the

replacement of antennas at 34ft on
an existing 33ft pole located on the
southwest corner of the intersection
of West 174th Street and Grand
Avenue, The Bronx, Bronx County,
New York 10453 (40 50 50.2N /73

54 54.1W). The facility is not
expected to be FAA lighted. Crown
Castle invites comments from any
interested party on the impact of the
proposed action on any districts,
sites, buildings, structures or objects
significant in  American history,
archaeology, engineering or culture
}hat are listed or determined eligible
or

listing in the National Register of
Historic Places and/or ~ specific
reason the proposed action may
have

a significant impact on the quality of
the human environment. Specific
information regarding the project

is available by contacting EBI
Consulting, Project #014355-PR, 21 B
Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or

at 504.458.4444.

Crown Castle is proposing to modify
existing wireless
telecommunications facility,
consisting of the
replacement of antennas at 33 ft 10
in on an existing 33 ft pole located
northeast of the intersection of
Lorillard Pl and East 187th St, The
Bronx, Bronx County, New York
10458 (4051 24.2N /73 53 19.9W).
The facility is not expected to be
FAA lighted. Crown Castle invites
comments from any interested party
on the impact of the proposed
action on any districts, sites,
buildings, structures or objects
significant in
American  history,  archaeology,
engineering or culture that are listed
OP: determined eligible for listing in
the
National Register of Historic Places
and/or specific reason the proposed
action may have a significant
impact on the quality of the human
environment. Specific information
regarding the project is available by
contacting EBI Consulting, Project
#014345-PR, 21 B Street, Burlington,
MA 01803, or at 785.760.5938.

PET PLACE

AKC ROTTWEILERS - Pups for sale,
Super Temperment, Beautiful Heads,
Rock Water Farm Rottweilers on
Facebook. Parents here, shots,
papers. Call: 610-476-8679

MALTESE PUPPIES
Adorable males and females, toy or
teacup sizes, shots and papers.
Call 718-306-4136

SHIH-TZU PUPPIES
Beautiful Males & Females
Price to $ell
Call 718-306-4136

YORKIE PUPPIES
ADORABLE, pure bred,
toy & teacup sizes.
Call 718-306-4136

Place an ad in the New York Post
to sell your Puppies, Kittens, Dogs & Cats.
To place your ad today

Email clloyd@nypost.com

Need a tax

deduction?

Donate your car!

Place an ad or check out
your options daily in the

INEW YORNPUSTS

Classified
Autos Wanted Listings

RED SENT: St. John’s Chris Ledlum and
Jordan Dingle (inset) will not get relief
against the NCAA as they sought another
season of eligibility. USA TODAY Sports

Jonnies pair
lose appeal
for final year
of eligibility

It sounds like Chris Ledlum’s and Jordan
Dingle’s days as college basketball players are
over after a Queens judge denied the St. John’s
duo’s request for injunctive relief in their case
against the NCAA, according to sources.

The former Ivy League players, who trans-
ferred into the program last offseason and
were starters most of the year, had sued the
NCAA for an extra year of eligibility.

Because the Ivy League didn’t play in
2020-21 — the year that was heavily impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic and didn’t count
as part of a student-athlete’s four years of eli-
gibility — Ledlum and Dingle never got a fifth
year like others.

Their waivers for a fifth year were denied by
the NCAA, and so they took the NCAA to
court, claiming that the governing sports body
was in violation of New York antitrust and
NIL laws and alleging that they are suffering
“irreparable harm” from losing out on a fifth
year.

The judge didn’t see it their way, however.

St. John’s was hoping to bring the duo back,
believing they would add to an already strong
roster.

Sophomores RJ Luis and Zuby Ejiofor and
freshmen Brady Dunlap and Simeon Wilcher
are all returning, forming a quality young nu-
cleus that was fortified by key transfer addi-
tions Kadary Richmond (Seton Hall), Deivon
Smith (Utah) and Aaron Scott (North Texas).

The Johnnies are somewhat thin up front,
and felt bringing back Ledlum would have
solved that problem. Instead, they will need to
look elsewhere to fill that void.

Florida State transfer Jamir Watkins, who is
testing the NBA draft waters — players have
until Wednesday to take their name out of the
draft — is one possibility.

Even without Ledlum and Dingle, St. John’s
only has one open scholarship remaining.

zbraziller@nypost.com
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34 AL Standings Angels 4, Yankees 3 Dodgers 5, Mets 2, 10inn,, 1stGm.  Dodgers 3, Mets 0, 2nd Gm. Athletics 3, Rays 0
Yankees AB R HBIBBSO Avg  LosAngeles  AB R HBIBBSO Avg |o5pngeles  AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Oakland AB R H BI BBSO Avg
East W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away  volpess 5020 0 028 Betisss 51210 1336 poyoeg 50200 033 J003b 40200 028
Yankees 37 19 .661 - - 64 L2 18-8 19-11  sotorf 5122 0 1.312 Ohtanidn 50000 239 ¢t 41110 0287 Sledkay%fh g (1) g g i 1%
Baltimore 34 19 642 1 +4% 64 L[-1 1811 16-8 Judgecf 40100 1279 Freemanib 513300290 oo 3020 1 0997 Azzujg;r” 30001128
Boston 28 27 509 8% 2% 64 W-1 11-15 17-12  Verdugolf 40100 2.260 ﬂ‘l‘“‘? erlf a0 300 22 rHemdndezrtif 4 000 0 2.6 Langelesc 30 0 0 1 1.210
TampaBay 26 29 473 10> 4% 3-7 L1  15-18 11-11 Stantondh 40100 1235  THernandez ‘ KHerndndez3b 4 0 0 0 0 2.193  Brownrf 4010 0 20213
Rizzo 1b 4100 0 1.245 Lux2b 5010 0 2.05
. - . . - . Davis 1b 2010 0 0.2%5
Toronto 25 29 463 11 5 64 W-2 12712 1317 gorecp 30101 029 CTaylor3b 4011 0 3.0 \F;:?ezsclff ‘3‘ i f 2 g 1;3; Soderstromib 10 0 0 0 1 .203
Central W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away Wellsg 4011 0 2.202 Heywardrf 3010 1 1.18 H g drf 1000 0 0.184 Gelof 2b 4000 0 2.180
leveland 37 18 673 — — 91 W-1 186 19-12 leMahieu3b 3100 1 0.00 Pagescf 4200 0 125 [eywadr : Schuemannss 4 1 0 0 0 2 .245
Clevelan : Total 36393 28 Rojas 2b 401100250 g4 31353411
KansasCity 34 22 .607 3% +3 73 L3 218 13-14  Totals Totals 451511 Barmos ¢ 40100 om s
Minnesota 30 24 556 6%2 — 64 W-2 1512 15-12  LosAngeles  AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Mets AB R HBIBBSO AVO  Totals 3 3103 1 6 TampaBay ~ AB R H BIBBSO Avg
Detroit 26 27 .491 10 3% 5-5 W-3 13-14 13-13  schanuel 1b 4000 0 2.233 Lndorss 51120 4.209 Palacios rf 4000 0 2255
Chicago 15 41 268 22% 16 19 L-7 10-20 521 Rengifo3b 42200 1331 Aonsolb 40200 1.2% Mets AB R H BI BB SO Avg Z’D'azztb ‘3‘ g (1) g ‘1’ gﬁg
Ward If 40120 1273 Marteprrf 0000 0 0.2% Lindorss 40100 1210 el 3000 1 1.9
West W L Pct. GB *WGB  L10 Streak Home Away pijarct 41320 0431 Nmmolf 2000 2 2.214 aredes 11
Alonso 1b 40000 2.231  arandadh 3000 0 1.1
?eattle gg %g i;g —3]/ —41/ g-? w-g g-ig B'ig 0'Hoppe ¢ 4000 0 0.5 Martinezdh 40100 1275 Nimmolf 4010 0 2215 Arozarenalf 3010 0 0.159
exas : 2 2 3 - - - Adell rf 30000 1216  Stewartrf 2000 10202 stewartdn 4000 0 2.9 Delucacf 3000 0 1.219
Houston 24 31 436 5% 62 4-6 L-2 14-15 10-16  Netoss 3010 0 1.25  Badercf 0000 1 0279 Marterf 3000 0 0.255 Rortvedtc 3000 0 1.25
Oakland 23 33 411 7 8 46 W-1 13-16 10-17 Tuckerdh 2000 0 1.205 TTaylorcf-rf 4000 0 2.236  yientos3b 3010 0 1343 Caballeross 3010 0 2.261
LosAngeles 21 33 .389 8 9 55 W-1 7-19 14-14 m:izl;(npr:hdh (1) (1) (1) g g gif;g Vientolslbb 0000 0 038 poneiion 3000 0 0.2  Totals 29030 238
; . P— - . McNeil 2 4000 0 0.3
* g - - . Bader cf 2000 1 0.275 -
WGB: Games behind third-place team in wild-card race Paris 2b 20000 0032  pary3p 3000 1 1.2% Narvgezc 000 0 1. g:::::dmy gggggﬁggg_ 3 g l:
Guillormeph-2b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .35 Nido ¢ 4100 0 1.214 T.Taylor ph 1000 0 123
Tuesday Pittsburgh at Detroit, 4:10, 2nd gm Totals 3248407 Totals 32242 512 . : E: Lowe (1). LOB: Oakland 6, Tampa Bay 4.
JHesCay : Nido ¢ 0000 0 0.214 " : :
Arizona at Texas, 2:35 HR: Andujar (1), off Littell. RBIs: Andujar 3
L.A. Angels 4, Yankees 3 Boston at Baltimore, 6:35 Yankees 100110000~ 3 9 1  LosAngeles 000000011 3— 511 0  Totals 30 030 110 (5). SB: Langeliers (2). Runners left in
Boston 8, Baltimore 3 Oakland at Tampa Bay, 6:50 Los Angeles 20000002x— 4 8 0 Mets 002000000 0— 2 4 1 position: Oakland 4 (Bleday, Toro,
Oakland 3, Tampa Bay 0 Kansas City at Minnesota, 7:40 E:Rizz0 (4). LOB: New York 8, Los Angeles 4. E: Baty (2). LOB: Los Angeles 8, New York 6. Los Angeles 110001000 - 310 0 Brown 2); Tampa Bay 1 (Paredes). RISP:
y Mets 000000000~ 0 3 0  Oakland 1 for 8; T Bay 0 for 1. DP:
Texas 4, Arizona 2 ; . 2B: Wells (6), Ward (10). HR: Soto (15), off  2B: T.Hernandez (11). HR: Freeman (6), off akland 1 for 8; Tampa Bay 0 tor L. DP:
- . Toronto at White Sox, 7:40 : ) - HR: ) e . kland of, Sch d ;
Minnesota 4, Kansas City 2 Canning; Pillar (5), off Cortes. RBIS: Soto 2 Lépez; Lindor (8), off Glasnow. RBIs: Oakland 1 (Gelof, Schuemann, Soderstrom);
) 0 Cleveland at Colorado, 8:40 anning; Pillar (5), off Cortes. RBIs: Soto Freeman 3 (33), C.Taylor (8), Betts (31), ~ LOB: Los Angeles 7, New York 4. 2B:  Tampa Bay 2 (Lowe, Caballero, Y.Diaz;
'I(;(I)ronltoz,ghSEISOXdZ , Houston at Seattle, 9:40 (46), Wells (5), Pillar 2 (20), Ward 2 (34). I’:‘indovr Zk(gsf). RGIS;;LES AAngeIIes 32Igrt1t1; Freeman (16), Rojas (7), Pages (7). HR:  Caballero, Lowe, Y.Diaz).
evelan , Colorado RISP: New York 2 for 5; Los Angeles 3 for 5. . ew York 0 for 6. DP: Los Angeles 2 (Betts, i i .
| Thursday . Lux, Freeman; Lux, Betts, Freeman); New  omiin (7, off Quintana; Vargas (1), off - oakland P H RERBBSO NP ERA
Seattle 4, Houston 2 Yankees at LA. Angels. 9:38 Yankees P H RERBBSO NPERA o1 (Lindor, McNeil, Alonso). Quintana. RBIs: Smith (34), Rojas (8), Vargas  Spence,W,4-251 1 0 0 1 4 98352
Pittsburgh at Detroit, ppd. K City at Mi g ta 1:10 Cortes 51522 0 48330 oo™ by RERBBSO NPERA  (1-RISPiLosAngelesOfors;New Yorkofor  McFarland,H,610 0 0 0 0 1 113.74
Wednesday Caania g o | et 02008 00 wom Gl Y AR B oomew ot i . WA LD 8 O ) B2
—_— 7 y 13 - : . iier, 5, 11- o .
Yankees at LA. Angels, 9:38 Houston at Seattle. 4:10 Weaver,L,3- 15 1 2 0 0 3 26238  Grove 10 000 0 1 9560 LosAngeles IP H RERBBSO NP ERA
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 12:40, 1stgm.  Detroit at Boston, 7:10 Hotrts, 85 Hudson W21 10 2.0 0 1 1 19257  Stone,W,527.0 3 0 0 0 7 g7316  [ampaBey B {1 RERBRSO IR EOE
’ 5ig 0120000 815 Treinen,S,1-11.0 0 0 0 0 2 130.00  Vesia, 5,23 20 0 0 0 1 3 301.42 D'eveer;sk'i 100003 1 30708
= Mets IP H RER BB SO NP ERA Mets IP H RERBB SO NP ERA Adam 10000 0 1 9188
NI- Standll‘lgs LosAngeles IP H RERBBSO NPERA  yoq 70 300 1 9 98169  quintana,L,156.0 8 3 3 0 3 89506  T:2:3L A: 13,889 (25.025).
Camning 50 9 3 3 2.5 90508 Garret H,5 01 110 0 0 13283  nyrieg 20100 1 3 34324 89 25,029
* Strickland 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 10196 lraan HE 0 : - -
East W L Pct. GB *WGB  L10 Streak Home Away o 10000 0 1 16463 Diekman,H,502 1 0 0 0 1 9371 e 0100 0 0 11208 :
thllla(:elphla gfli %? ggg —5 71 gg VIII31 %_Zl-g ig-%g MrCI W10 000 0 1 1o Ottavino,BS,1-31.0 3 1 1 0 1 183.86 Cubs 6, Brewers 3. 10 inn.
anta . + - - - - oore, W, 1-11. - Lopez,L,1-2 1.0 3 3 2 0 2 153.12  T:2:18.A:36,021 (42,136) i
£ ) - . +2:18. A: 36, ,136). Chicago AB R H BI BB SO Av
Washington 24 29 453 12% 3% 4-6 L-1  10-13 14-16 FstévezS81110 0 0 0 0 0 12476 =7 o 81110220
Mets 22 32 .407 15 6 2-8 L-2 11-18 11-14 T: 2:25. A: 34,804 (45,517). o = Suzuki dh 5110 0 3.248
Miami 19 37 33919 10 55 L2 10-19 918 Rangers 4, D'backs 2 Twins 4, Royals 2 Bellngercf 5 12 1 0 1.2
s Kansas City AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Morel3b 1000 3 1.197
Central W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Awa i i i .
Miwadkee 31 23 574 — - 55 LI 1310 1813 ~edsox8, Orioless A AB R HBIBBSO Avg il 10000 o tmr T 31120200
Chicago 28 27 509 3% Vo 3-7 W-1 15-11 13-1g  Boston AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Carroll cf 4000 0 2.18  perezc-1p 4010 0 0.32 Hoerner2b 5000 0 0.5
St. Louis 26 27 491 4lh 1% 82 W-1 13-12 13-15 Duranif 41110 2265 Marte2b 4000 0 1.270 pasquantinolb 1 0 0 0 0 1.224 Buschlb 4122 1 2241
Pittsburgh 25 29 463 6 3 64 L-1  12-15 13-14  Abreurf 41110 228  pedersondh 3010 1 1303 Ferminc 2000 0 1.299 Swansonss 4000 1 3.208
Cincinnati 24 31 436 7% 4% 55 L[-1  14-16 10-15 Gonzdlezphrf 0 0 0 1 0 0.273  yqyergp 4120 0 0267 Frazierph 1010 0 0.218 Amayac 40200 2.9
o Refsnyder dh 4222 0 0.347 P.Smith rf 2111 0 0.244 Blanco pr 0000 0 0.264 Vazquez pr 0100 0 0.000
West W L Pct. GB *WGB L10 Streak Home Away af(;’:é?b i (1) ‘;' i g }_333 Gurriel ph-If 2010 0 023 |Velzquezdh 30 00 0 2.217 G;)::;‘;C 32 2 g ?-, glg 167
LosAngeles 35 22 614 —  — 55 W-2 1911 1611  Jono¢, SO0 LM arthy i 402 0 0 128 Melendezph 10000 L T
Sanfrancisco 29 27 518 5% — 82 W-2  17-10 12-17  guco 2000 0 1141 Sudrez3b 2001 1 017 LOftin 31101025  Wiwaukee  AB R H BI BB SO Avg
SanDiego 30 28 517 5% — 64 W-3 1318 17-10 - : Renfroe rf 31100 1167 Turang2b 40000 329
Hamilton ss 4110 0 2.263  Alexanderpr 0000 0 0.2  pampsonlf 3011 0 0.313
p Contreras ¢ 4000 0 1.324
Arizona 25 29 463 8% 3 46 L-2 13-15 12-14  Rafaclacf 32101 1211 Morenoc 40100 2229 shelcf 2001 1 1.212  Yelichdhlf 3100 1 2.298
Colorado 19 35 352 14% 9 46 L-1 1214 721  rotas 3% 811 8 211 Grichuk pr 00000 0275  Totals 31252209 Adames s 41110 0019
*WGB: Games behind third-place team in wild-card race - Newman ss 4000 0 2.25 n Bauers 1b-rf 3000 1 2.212
Baltimore AB R H BI BB SO Avg Minnesota AB R H BI BB SO Avg -
Henderson ss 5110 0 2259  Totals 3328229 Margot rf 31210 0.208 ?rrg;izcibrf-cf g (1) ? [1) i (I)ZZ;
Tuesday Pittsburgh at Detroit, 12:40, 1st gm. Rgtschmanc 4010 1 229 Texas AB R H BI BB SO Avg Kepler ph-rf 2000 0 0.286  chouriolf 2000 0 1.215
. . Pittsburgh at Detroit, 4:10, 2nd gm O'Hearn 1b 41101 1279 Semien 2b 4100 0 2249 Correass 41100 1.269 pypppp 1000 0 1.225
L.A. Dodgers 5, Mets 2, 10 inn., 1st gm. - S Cowser If-cf 5111 0 3.240 Semien - Jeffers dh 4000 0 225  gpillerib 10110 019
L.A. Dodgers 3, Mets 0, 2nd gm. St..LowsatClncmnatl. 1:10 Santander rf 3010 0 0.03 Seagerss 31131 2259 Miranda3b 40120 2.2718 perkinscf 2000 0 1.225
St. Louis 7, Cincinnati 1 Arizona at Texas, 2:35 Westburg 3b 30220 0201 JSmith3b 30110 0280 Buxtoncf 21202 0254 poanchezph 10 0 0 0 1.228
Atlanta 2, Washington 0 Philadelphia at San Francisco, 3:45 iltOW(tEFSfilh o i g (1) g ? [1);&732 Garcia rf 4000 0 1.237 EaStm';b ‘2‘ g (1) g g (1)%% Peguero p 000000 -
: . o fami i . ountcastle ph- . Taveras cf 4000 0 1.46 Farmer . Megill 000000 -
San Francisco 1, Philadelphia, 10inn.  Miami at San Diego, 4:10 Mullins cf 20000 0192  oneld 3010 0 006 Julienph2b 20110 1233  winerp 000000 —
Texas 4, Arizona 2 Washington at Atlanta, 7:20 Hays ph-If 2000 0 2064 |aneorddh 3000 0 1213 Santanalb 30201 1209  Whitep 000000 -
Cubs 6, Milwaukee 3, 10 inn. Cubs at Milwaukee, 7:40 Mateo 2b 40000 2240 o 3110 0 0019 Vzauezc 41100 2171 Monasterioph 1 0 0 0 0 1.148
Cleveland 13, Colorado 7 Cleveland at Colorado, 8:40 Totals 35 383 313 Jankowski If 3120 0 0260 Totals 34 411 4 310 Totals 32333 414
San Diego 4, Miami 0 Thursday Boston 220000013 — 811 0 Totals 3046417 Kansas City 000020000~ 2 5 0  Chicago 001000000 5-6 9 0
Pittsburgh at Detroit, ppd. Arizona at Mets, 7:10 Baltimore 300000000— 3 8 1 i 20010001x — 411 0  Milwaukee 000000001 2- 3 3 0
Wednesda Cubs at Milwaukee, 1:10 . : i Arizona 020000000- 2 8 0 | op; kansas City 4, Minnesota 9. 2B:  |-OB: Chicago9, Milwaukee 4.2B: Happ (1),
secnescay ’ E: Rutschman (1). LOB: Boston 5, Baltimore .5 00103000x— 4 6 0 y HR: Busch (8), off Peralta. RBIs: Busch 2 (23),

L.A. Dodgers at Mets, 4:10

Washington at Atlanta, 7:20

8/7|4|15/6/2|3/9|1|]9/5|6|1]/2/8|4|3|7
3/6/9(1|7|4]12|5/8||4/3/8|7|5/6]9|1|2
2/5/1|8/3|/9]4|6|7||1]7|2]|9/4/3|5/8|6
5/9/6(7|1/3|8/4/2||6/8/4]2,3|9|7|5/|1
7/3/8(4|2|5|9|1/6||5/2|7|4|8|1]6/9|3
114/2|9/8/6|5(7[3[]3/9|1|6|7|/5|2|4|8
6/1/5(2/4|8]7|3/9||2]1/3|5/9|7|8/6|4
418/713|/9/1|6|2|5(|8|4|9|3/6/2[1]|7|5
9(2|3|6|/5/7|1/8|4|]|7/6|5|8[1/4|3/2|9
Solution to Very Easy #6,563 Solution to Difficult #6,353

10. 2B: Refsnyder (7), Duran (16), Henderson
(6). 3B: Devers (1). HR: Abreu (6), off
Rodriguez; Refsnyder (2), off Akin. RBIs:
Abreu (22), Devers 2 (26), Duran (23), Wong
(19), Gonzdlez (6), Refsnyder 2 (13), Cowser
(25), Westburg 2 (34). SB: Wong (1). CS:
Wong (2). SF: Gonzdlez. S: Duran. RISP:
Boston 4 for 8; Baltimore 2 for 9.

Boston IP H RER BBSO NP ERA
Bello,W,62 50 5 3 3 2 7 9048
Bernardin,#,22.0 0 0 0 1 4 31078
Slaten,H,4 10 1 0 0 0 1 18289
Weissert 1.0 2 0 0 0 1 18201
Baltimore  IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
SR_';d”g”ez"" 60 7 4 4 110 90353
Pérez 1011100 11497
cano 10100 0 0 13300
Akin 10233 1 1 29462

T: 2:44. A: 17,970 (45,971).

LOB: Arizona 7, Texas 4. 2B: Walker (8),
P.Smith (4), Jankowski (3). HR: Seager (12),
off Pfaadt. RBIs: P.Smith (11), Sudrez (25),
J.Smith (21), Seager 3 (27). SB: McCarthy
(5),).Smith (3). SF: Sudrez 2. RISP: Arizona 3

Renfroe (7), Perez (12), Correa (10),
Vazquez (2), Margot (3). 3B: Buxton (2).
RBIs: Hampson (6), Isbel (13), Miranda 2
(16), Margot (10), Julien (17). SB: Ishel (4),
Farmer (3), Buxton (2), Julien (6). CS:
Farmer (2), Blanco (3). RISP: Kansas City 2
for 9; Minnesota 3 for 12.

for 7; Texas 2 for 7. DP: Texas 1 (Garcia, ::;;ﬁ:‘i“x“"; g ';E'; B? 5(7’ ';'; 5':‘;
Heim, Garcia). Stratton 20 1 0 0 0 2 30463
Arizona IPH RERBBSO NPERA  Herndndez 01 1 1 1 2 0 27540
Pfaadt,1,2-4 70 6 4 4 1 5 91416 Long 02000 0 1 8000
Hughes 10 0 0 0 0 2 186.75 i IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Texas P H RERBBSO NPERA  Woods

Eovaldi 30 52 2 0 2 37284 Richardson, 50 3 2 2 2 4 83270
Heaney,W,1-62.1 2 0 11 414471 W, 220

Anderson,H,112 0 0 0 0 2 15750 AlcalaH3 1.0 0 0 0 0 2 14257
Robertson,H,121.0 0 0 0 0 2 15316  StaumontH,11.0 0 0 0 0 0 10000
Vates.S.88 10 1 0 0 1 2 23000 JAH9 10000 0 2 14231
ates,s, &5 L - Duran,S,88 1.0 2 0 0 0 1 163.46

T: 2:11. A: 37,977 (40,000).

T: 2:37. A: 15,174 (38,544).

auchman (17), Bellinger (24), Happ 2 (19),
IAdames (36), Frelick (12), O.Miller (3). SB
Morel (5), Bauers (6), Frelick (7). S: Madrigal |
IRISP: Chicago 4 for 10; Milwaukee 2 for 7.

Chicago IP H RERBBSO NPERA
Brown 70 0 0 0 210 93272
Wesneski,H,102 1 0 0 0 2 12251
Leiter,H,8 01 0 0 0 0 1 5338
Neris,W,5-0 1.0 1 1 1 1 0 15284
Little 02 021 1 0 17460
T.Miller 01 100 0 1 70.00
Milwaukee IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Peralta 52 3 1 1 211111361
Koenig 01 000 0 1 424
Paredes 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 110.00
Payamps 10 1 00 0 0 14379
Peguero 10 0 0 0 3 2 193.04
Megill,L,0-1 0.0 1 2 1 0 0 3257
Milner 02 433 0 0 15342
White 01 000 0 1 3711

T: 3:09. A: 24,076 (41,700).



Cardinals 7, Reds 1 Padres 4, Marlins 0 Mariners 4, Astros 2 MLS
St. Louis AB R HBIBBSO Avg  Miami AB R H BIBBSO Avg  Houston AB R H BIBBSO Avg
Winn ss 5012 0 029 chisholmcf 4000 0 2.260 Altuve2b 40100 2205 EAST W L D Pts GF GA
Nootbaar rf 50100 226 pojacyzah 4000 0 1.5  Tuckerrf 3000 1 0272 InterMiamiCF 10 2 4 34 38 21
Goldschmidtlb 4 1 2 0 1 0 .228 Bell 1b 40300 023 Alvarez If 4020 0 0.269
Herrerac 51310 1216 O¢l - - : Cincinnati 10 2 3 33 23 14
Arenado 3b 4112 1 0257 JSanchezrf 4000 0 2.2 Pefiass 4100 0 1.308
Burleson dh 5000 0 0297 Burger3b 4020 0 2.9 Bregman3b 41220 1212 NYCFC 852 2 19 16
Carlsoncfl;lf 3110 1 0.4  gordonlf 4000 0 3.22 Meyfrscfdh 4000 0 1.29  columbus 6 2 6 24 21 13
Gorman 2| 41120 2.214 Singleton 3000 1 1.228
Donovan If 31200 0235 Anderson ss 3000 0 1.199 } Abreu 1 3000 0 2100 Red Bulls 6 3 5 23 25 21
Siani pr-cf 11100 0211 Lopez2d 30000 0260
F Diazc 3000 0 2.251 Toronto FC 771 22 24 24
Totals 397137 3 5 ortes ¢ 3010 0 0.162
Totals 33060 011 Totals 32252210 CharlotteFC 6 5 4 22 14 13
Cincinnati AB R H BI BB SO Avg " "
Hurtubise If 3000 0 1226  SanDiego AB R H BI BB SO Avg :ea“:’-d M; '; *:BO' Bz Sg ‘;‘{g Philadelphia 4 4 6 18 25 21
De La Cruz ss 40100 1.245 poery 4110 0 1379 crawiordss . D.C. United 4 5 6 18 21 25
Candelario3b 4 0 1 0 0 2222 .. 0 41200 0otg Roiasb 42210 0.287 -
Steer 1b 4000 0 2.2 latsH - Rodriguez cf 40220 1.2 OrlandoCity 4 6 4 16 15 22
Fraley rf 40100 128 Profri 41230038 pajeighc 40100 2211 Nashuille 347 16 17 20
Stephenson ¢ 4000 0 1.242  Merrillcf 0000 0 0275 pyjeylf 4000 0 4.266
Martini dh 2000 1 0.8  Machadodh 31101 1237  Fancelb 2000 0 204 Atanta 37 4 1317 17
Iang::oznbcf i (1) ? (1] i éi;g Cronenworth2b 4 0 0 0 0 1.266  Canzonerf 3000 0 1.20 CFMontréal 3 7 4 13 17 31
Fairchildph-cf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .27 Solano3b 40310 0375  Hanigerdh 30100 1215 Chicago 2 8 5 11 14 27
Ford ph 1000 0 115 Kimss 4000 0 0212 Claseprdh 010000416 S
Totals 31141 310 Azocar cf-If 3000 0 1.246 Bliss2b 2100 1 0.000 ew Englan
Higashioka ¢ 2000 1 2.128
st. Louis 001200301 713 0 Titals 2494326 Totals NaT31u WEST W L DPs GF GA
Cincinnati 000001000— 1 4 1 Houston 000200000—- 2 5 1  RealSaltlake 8 2 5 29 30 17
E: Fraley (2). LOB: St. Louis 8, Cincinnati 8. Miami 000000000~ 0 6 0  Seattle 10000003x— 4 7 1 \pinn United 7 2 4 25 24 17
oo ) el St MU0 30 G g 8 s, oy 62 7 5 7
s i - FRC . Miami : . eattle 4. 2B: Crawford (4), Haniger (7),
(), off Abbott; Gorman (9), off Abbott;  -oC. Miami 6 San Diego & 28: Bell (9), 0 e e eaman (), off Castilo,  LOSAngelesFC 7 4 3 24 25 19
. ) Solano (2). HR: Profar (8), off Luzardo. RBIs: i
Benson (8), off Gibson. RBIs: Winn 2 (17), ' RBIs: Bregman 2 (23), Rodriguez 2 (21),  Austin FC 6 4 5 23 20 18
Arenado 2 (25), Gorman 2 (23), Herrera (16). Profar 3 (35), Solano (3). SB: Azocar (2), Rojas (10). SB: Rojas (5). RISP: Houston 0
P ; 7 Machado (3). RISP: Miami 0 for 3; San Diego 0jas (10). SB: Rojas (o). RISP: Houston O tor
Benson (17). SB: Siani (6). RISP:St Louis Ly pos ot s oo oot 3;Seatle 3oro. Colorado 6 5 4 22 21 2
for 9; Cincinnati 0 for 4. — . - Houston P H RERBBSO NPERA  Vancouver 55 4 19 20 17
- Miami IP H RER BBSO NP ERA
St. Louis IP H RERBBSO NPERA ) Brown 60 4 1 1 0 9 87639  Houston 56 3 18 13 15
Gibson W.4260 2 1 1 2 6 95360 Luzardo,L,2460 7 3 3 2 4 94418
ibson, W, ) B.Abreu,H,111.0 0 0 0 0 2 13325
King 20100 0 2 28172 Nardi 10 000 0 1 8514 Pressly. L 0- Seattle FC 4 6 5 17 18 18
Fernandez 1.0 1 0 0 1 2 20332 Ramirez 10 2 1 1 0 1 19159 z,as,g-'4y 10 333 1 3 31575  porland 4 7 4 16 28 30
Cincinnati  IP H RER BB SO NP ERA i —
Abbott, L3560 7 6 6 2 3 94329 onoiego [P RERBBSO NPERA  ootte IP H RERBBSO NPERA  StlouisCity 3 4 7 16 20 2
= Waldron,W,357.0 6 0 0 0 8 85426 X
Farmer 0200 1 1 27210 1 Castillo 60 52 2 1 6 95328  FCDallas 36 4 13 16 20
W.Peralta,H,71.0 0 0 0 0 0 132.82
Young 10200 0 1 170.00 Voth L0000 0 1 7368 o 310 2 11 23 34
Suter 10 2 11 0 0 10420 Estrada 10 00 0 0 3 12055 saucedo, W, 0000 11 0250 an Jose
T:2:37. A: 19,471 (43,891). T: 2:01. A: 41,032 (40,222). 20 : - Sportingk.C. 2 7 5 11 22 26
Stanek,S,3-41.0 0 0 0 0 2 13426  Note: 3 pts. for win, 1 for tie
Braves 2, Nationals 0 Guardians 13, Rockies 7 T:2:16. A: 17,701 (47,929). V\Ledln4esmx S Bl
Charlotte FC at Red Bulls, 7:30pm
Washington AB R H BI BB SO Ave Cleveland AB R H BI BB SO Avg . . P PR
y Y Freemanct 5000 0 022 BlueJays5, White Sox 1 Nashville at Cincinnati, 7:30pm
Abrams ss 4020 0 1.266 Giménez 2b 42201 1273 New England at Columbus ppd.
Thomas rf 4000 0 1.8  pamirez3p 34222 0272 [Toronto AB R HBIBBSO Avg  Atlantaat Miami, 7:30pm
Meneses 1b 30300 0.2% JNaylorlb 4325 1 0.234 Schneiderlf 4112 1 124  D.C.United at CF Montréal, 7:30pm
Rosario ph 1000 0 1.173 Frylf 5333 0 0.35 Kiermaiercf 0000 0 0.226  Toronto FC at Philadelphia, 7:30pm
Manzardo dh 5131 0 1.3 Jansenc 5000 0 1.297  portland at Austin FC, 8:30pm
Senzel 3b 30100 0.2 a 1b 3000 1 1297 ! |
Ruiz dh 3000 0 0205 Brennan rf 4010 1 0.227 uerrero - Orlando City at Chicago, 8:30pm
. ' B.Naylor ¢ 4001 0 2.77 Bichettess 41110 1247 colorado at Houston, 8:30pm
Winker If 2010 1 1.238°  Arjasss 3001 0 0.219 Vogelbachdh 2000 0 1.167 ; R
Vancouver at Sporting K.C., 8:30pm
Vargas 2b 30000 1.297  Totals B33 5 4 \T,“mgfp'f"l‘:h g ‘1’ g g g 3;33 FC Dallas at LA Galaxy, 10:30pm
arsno Cr-| o
Adamsc 30000 3.228 Goomes AB R HBIBBSO AVg  gpringerf 32221 0.19% Sa!ItLakeatSeattIeFC, 10:30pm
Young cf 3000 0 0.269  Blackmonrf 51210 0242 [orralefash 4010 0 0270 MinnesotaatLos Angeles FC, 10:45pm
Totals 2070138 Tovarss 51200 228 gy 30101 101 Friday
McMahon3b 50 1 1 0 4.28 ' San Jose at NYCFC, 7:30pm
Atlanta AB R HBIBBSO Avg  Diazc 5010 0 331 ol 256567 saturd 1P
Harris cf 2000 2 1.25% Bryantlb 41121 217  Chicago AB R HBIBBSO Ayg >awurcay ]
) Rodgers 2b 3010 1 1266 phamef 4000 1 1304 OrlandoCityatRedBulls, 7:30pm
Riley 3b 4000 0 3.23
o dh 4111 0 230 Doyle cf 4000 0 0.263 Lopez 2b 3010 0 0.23 Seattle FC at Columbus ppd.
zuna : Bouchard If 22102 1.26 Ramosph 1000 0 025 TorontoFCatD.C.United, 7:30pm
Olson 1b 31100 0232 ponterodh 32121 128 gheetsdh 5121 0 024 StlouisCityatMiami,7:30pm
Albies 2b 20101 1271 Totals 36 710 6 514 Vaughn 1b 4010 0 1.9 CFMontréalatPhiladelphia, 7:30pm
Murphy ¢ 3010 0 1.200 Benintendi If 4030 0 1.193 LAGalaxyatChicago,8:30pm
) Cleveland 200230330 -1313 1 . ! .
Kelenic If 20010 2254  coorado 002203000— 710 1 Delongss 4000 0 223 SportingK.C.at Minnesota, 8:30pm
Duvall rf 30100 2.213 Julks rf 4020 0 0.320 New England at Nashville, 8:30pm
Arciass 3000 0 0.o45 ENaylor()Bryant(l).LOB:Cleveland4,  pengick 30 4000 0 2203 AustinFCatSaltLake, 9:30pm
Totals % 25231 Colorado 7. 2B: Manz‘ardo 2.(9), Ramlrefzf Maldonado ¢ 3000 0 2.8  Coloradoat Vancouver, 10:30pm
(Fleft)ﬁemvﬁgyfézzi4')":,};;2%":5Fr%’) gﬁ -Lee ph 1010 0 0275 FCDallas atLos Angeles FC, 10:30pm
Washington 000000000— 0 7 0  Carasiti: J.Naylor (15), off Carasiti: Bryant Totals 37 1101 1 9 Houston at Portland, 10:30pm
Atlanta 00000020x— 2 5 0  (2), off McKenzie; Montero (3), off  Toronto 020100002— 5 6 1 Sunday
McKenzie. RBIs: Ramirez 2 (56), B.Naylor  chicago 000000010— 110 0  Charlotte FC at Atlanta, 4:45pm

LOB: Washington 3, Atlanta 4. 2B: Abrams
(10), Duvall (3). HR: Ozuna (16), off Barnes.
RBIs: Ozuna (48), Kelenic (10). SB: Winker
(8). €S: Winker (2). SF: Kelenic. RISP:
Washington 0 for 3; Atlanta 0 for 4. DP:
Washington 1 (Abrams, Vargas, Meneses);
Atlanta 4 (Albies, Arcia, Albies; Arcia,
Albies, Olson; Riley, Albies, Olson; Albies,
Arcia, Olson).

Washington IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Irvin 60 2 0 0 210 90343
Barnes,L,2-21.0 3 2 2 0 2 24386
Law 1.0 00 0 1 0 1829
Atlanta IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Fried, W,5-2 80 7 0 0 1 6103297
Iglesias, S,

1315 1.0 00 0 0 2 11221

T: 2:04. A: 37,598 (41,149).

(12), Arias (10), J.Naylor 5 (40), Manzardo
(4), Fry 3(23), Bryant 2 (9), Montero 2 (21),
Blackmon (24), McMahon (33). SB: Giménez
(9), Brennan (3), Fry (4), Bouchard (3). SF:
B.Naylor, Arias. RISP: Cleveland 6 for 12;
Colorado 3 for 11. DP: Cleveland 1 (Ramirez,
Giménez, J.Naylor); Colorado 2 (Tovar,
Rodgers, Bryant; Tovar, Bryant).

Cleveland IP H RER BB SO NP ERA

McKenzie 5.0 6 4 4 3 9 943.77
Sandlin,H,5 0.1 0 2 2 2 0 15288
Herrin,BS,0-20.1 2 1 1 0 0 9121
Smith,W,2-0 1.1 1 0 0 0 3 17182
Gaddis 10000 0 1 10171
Hentges 10100 0 1 16470
Colorado IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Feltner 41 8 7 6 2 1 78561
Lambert,,2-420 0 1 1 1 1 267.06
Carasiti 12 555 2 0 351125
Vodnik 10 000 0 2 9284

T:2:54. A: 21,009 (50,144).

E: Bichette (4). LOB: Toronto 6, Chicago 11.
2B: Kiner-Falefa (5), Julks (3). HR: Springer
(4), off Nastrini; Bichette (4), off Nastrini;
Schneider (6), off Brebbia; Sheets (4), off
Swanson. RBIs: Springer 2 (11), Bichette
(23), Schneider 2 (24), Sheets (18). RISP:
Toronto 0 for 5; Chicago 1 for 7. DP: Toronto
1 (Kiner-Falefa, Biggio, Guerrero); Chicago 1
(Lopez, Vaughn).

Toronto IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Bassitt, W,5-65.0 5 0 0 0 7 814.03
Pearson,H,1 20 1 0 0 0 2 32466
Swanson,H,50.1 2 1 1 0 0 9922
Pop, H, 3 02 100 0 0 15365
Cabrera 1.0 1 0 0 1 0 12458
Chicago IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Nastrini, L,0-45.0 3 3 3 4 5 829.92
Shuster 30100 2 1 38270
Brebbia 1.0 2 22 0 1 24675

T:2:40. A: 14,993 (40,241).

Saturday, June 8

Red Bulls at New England, 7:30pm
Seattle FC at Sporting K.C., 8:30pm
FC Dallas at Minnesota, 8:30pm
Portland at St Louis City, 8:30pm

Soccer

CONMEBOL Libertadores
Atletico Junior 0, Botafogo 0
Atletico-MG 4, Caracas-FC 0

Liga de Quito 2, Universitario 0
Penarol 2, Rosario Central 1
Bolivar 3, Palestino 1

Flamengo 3, Millonarios 0
Austrian Bundesliga- 2nd Leg
Austria Vienna 1, TSV Hartburg 0
(Austria Vienna wins 3-1 on aggregate)
Swedish Allsvenskan

Malmo FF 2, Elfshorg 1

Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
Chicago White Sox: Sent LHP Shane
Drohan and CF Luis Robert Jr. to
Charlotte (IL) on rehab assignments.
Placed RHP Mike Clevinger on the 15-
day IL, retroactive to May 25.
Selected the contract of RHP Jake
Woodford from Charlotte (IL).
Designated LHP Sammy Peralta for
assignment.
Cleveland Guardians: Sent OF Steven
Kwan to Columbus (IL) on a rehab
assignment. Reinstated RHP Eli
Morgan from the 15-day IL. Optioned
RHP Xzavion Curry to Columbus.
Houston Astros: Claimed RHP Kaleb
Ort from Baltimore Orioles and
optioned him to Sugar Land (PCL).
Minnesota Twins: Selected the
contract of RHP Diego Castillo from
St. Paul (IL). Transferred RHP Justin
Topa to the 60-day IL from the 15-day
IL. Agreed to terms with OF Ryan
McCarthy on a minor league contract.
gptiloned LHP Kody Funderburk to St.
aul.
New York Yankees: Reinstated INF DJ
LeMahieu from the 60-day IL.
Reinstated RHP lan Hamilton from the
7-day COVID-19 injured list. INF Kevin
Smith elected free agency in lieu of
accepting an outright assignment.
Oakland Athletics: Reinstated INF
Aledmys Diaz from the 60-day IL.
Designated INF Tyler Nevin for
assignment.
Texas Rangers: Reinstated RHP
Nathan Eovaldi from the 15-day IL and
reinstated OF Wyatt Langford from
the 10-day IL. Placed OF Evan Carter
on the 10-day IL retroactive to May
27. Optioned RHP Yerry Rodriguez to
Round Rock (PCL).
Toronto Blue Jays: Agreed to terms
with OF Yorman Licourt and LHP
Danny Martinez on minor league
contracts. Reinstated RHP Chad
Green from the 15-day IL. Optioned
RHP Erik Swanson to Buffalo (IL).
National League
Cincinnati Reds: Reinstated LHP Alex
Young from the 60-day IL. Designated
RHP Brett Kennedy for assignment.
Los Angeles Dodgers: Recalled LHP
Nick Ramirez from Oklahoma City
(PCL).
Miami Marlins: Sent RB Avisail Garcia
to Jacksonville (IL) on a rehab
assignment.
New York Mets: Named Andrew
Grossman chief growth officer and a
member of the chief executive
leadership team. Recalled RHP
Dedniel Nenez from Syracuse.
Pittsburgh Pirates: Placed LHP Martin
Perez on the 15-day IL, retroactive to
May 27 and C Joey Bart on the 10-day
IL. Reinstated INF Ke'Bryan Hayes
form the 10-day IL. Selected the
contract of C Grant Koch from
Indianapolis (IL).
San Francisco Giants: Placed CF
LaMonte Wade, Jr. on the 10-day IL.
Designated LHP Drew Pomeranz and
CR Ryan McKenna for assignment.
Selected the contracts of RHP
Spencer Howard and CR Trenton
Brooks from Sacramento (PCL).
Recalled SS Tyler Fitzgerald from
Sacramento.
FOOTBALL
National Foothall League
Arizona Cardinals: Signed draft pick
DL Darius Robinson to a four-year
contract.
Baltimore Ravens: Signed DT Deadrin
Senat and NT Josh Topou. Waived DT
Ja'Mon Franklin.
Houston Texans: Waived DE Marcu
Haynes with an injury designation,
Los Angeles Rams: Signed draft pick
DE Jared Verse.
Minnesota Vikings: Signed draft pick
CB Khyree Jackson
New England Patriots: Signed draft
picks QB Drake Maye and WR Javon
Baker.
Pittsburgh Steelers: Waived WR
Keilahn Harris from injured reserve
with a settlement.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League
St. Louis Blues: Signed F Aleksanteri
Kaskimaki to a three-year, entry-level
contract.
San Jose Sharks: Signed C Will Smith
to a three-year, entry-level contract.
Seattle Kraken: Named Dan Bylsma
head coach.

Yonkers results

FIRST-1-mile pace; hg60/75clh; purse $27,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 7:05 TIME-
26.3; 56.1; 1:24.1; 1:52.3

5 RockDmndsN(JBngrn) 13.80 3.90 2.30
7 Pontomygranson(GBrennn)  2.50 2.10
3 Reigning Deo (M Kakaley) 2.50
® Exacta (5/7) $16.20 @ Triple (5/7/3) $53.25 ®
$.10 Superfecta (5/7/3/4) $29.50
SECOND-1-mile pace; hgnw2pm; purse $14,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 7:25 TIME-
28.0; 58.2; 1:27.0; 1:55.2

4 Yankee Clout (M Whelan) ~ 11.20 5.00
5 Money Exchange (J Bongiorno) 3.70
3 Stonebridge Patrol (D Dunn) 3.70
® Exacta (4/5) $19.60 ® Triple (4/5/3) $110.00
© $.10 Superfecta () ® Daily double (5/4)
$42.00

Scr: Chrchviewcamlot Ir.

THIRD-1-mile pace; fm25000cim; purse
$15,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 7:46 TIME-
28.0; 57.4; 1:25.2; 1:54.3

5 LrjonLeh(JBongorno)  9.50 6.50 5.80
6 CllimequeenbeeA(BHolind)  6.60 4.10
4 Real Lady Sadie (J Marohn) 8.50
® Exacta (5/6) $26.75 @ Triple (5/6/4) $111.75
© $.10 Superfecta (5/6/4/2) $34.00
FOURTH-1-mile pace; fm20000cim; purse
$13,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 8:05 TIME-
28.0; 58.0; 1:26.3; 1:55.4

2 ShkhYbootyN(JBngrn) 27.80 6.90 3.40
1 Princess Arona (BHolland) ~ 2.20 2.10
6 Roll With Shorty (J Stratton) 3.20
® Exacta (2/1) $25.25 @ Triple (2/1/6) $109.00
® $.10 Superfecta (2/1/6/7) $76.35 ® $1 Pick 3
(4/5/2) $447.00 ® $1 Pick 4 (5/4/5/2) $6,361.00
FIFTH-1-mile pace; fm50000cim; purse
$20,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 8:25 TIME-
26.4; 56.0; 1:24.1; 1:54.2

5 HoneyLove(ASegimn) 10.20 6.30 4.20
8 PureSilky (T Buter) 26.60 13.60
2 Paradise Rock L (M Kakaley) 4.10
® Exacta (5/8) $68.25 @ Triple (5/8/2) $406.50
© $.10 Superfecta (5/8/2/1) $193.05 ® $1 Pick
3(5/2/5) $479.00

SIXTH-1-mile pace; hgw2bnm5; purse $16,000
TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 8:45 TIME-
21.3;57.3; 1:25.2; 1:53.2

7 Vici (J Bongiorno) 3.80 3.30 2.50
4 Rayray (G Brennan) 720 4.10
1 Kid FromTheBronx(MMacDonald) ~ 3.20
® Exacta (7/4) $10.00 ® Triple (7/4/1) $30.75 ®
$.10 Superfecta (7/4/1/2) $18.62 ® $1 Pick 3
(2/5/7) $708.00

SEVENTH-1-mile pace; fm20000cim; purse
$13,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 9:05 TIME-
21.1;56.1; 1:24.4; 1:54.4

7 JustRossLuck(MKkly) 10.80 3.30 5.20
2 Pleasure Seeker (J Marohn) ~ 3.40 2.60
1 Aintnohollabackgrl(MMacDonald) 6.60
® Exacta (7/2) $32.75 @ Triple (7/2/1) $681.00
© $.10 Superfecta (7/2/1/3) $266.95
EIGHTH-1-mile pace; nw20000I5; purse
$22,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 9:27 TIME-
26.3; 56.1; 1:23.4; 1:52.0

4 Kingsville (J Marohn) 11.80 4.40 3.40
8 VentursomArdnN(BHollnd) ~ 4.50 2.80
1 Komodo Beach (M Kakaley) 3.20
® Exacta (4/8) $31.00 ® Triple (4/8/1) $111.75
© $.10 Superfecta (4/8/1/6) $36.75 ® $1 Pick 3
(7/7/4) $174.25

Scr: Burnham Boy N.

NINTH-1-mile pace; fm20000cim; purse
$13,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 9:47 TIME-
28.2; 58.3; 1:27.2; 1:55.4

6 Dndy'sShwtm(DDnn) 16.40 3.90 2.80
1 Pink Ruby (J Stratton) 2.10 2.10
3 Java(GBrennan) 2.70
® Exacta (6/1) $10.00 ® Triple (6/1/3) $51.00 ®
$.10 Superfecta (6/1/3/5) $13.50 ® $1 Pick 3
(7/4/6) $241.50 ® Pick 5 (5/7/7/4/6) $3,132.00
Scr: Eileen's Wish.

TENTH-1-mile pace; nw1500015; purse
$19,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 10:06 TIME-
21.1;56.4; 1:24.1; 1:51.4

3 Ultimaroca(JStratton)
1 Deetzy (B Holland) 4.00 2.80
5 Venier Hanover (J Bongiorno) 11.40
® Exacta (3/1) $6.70 ® Triple (3/1/5) $58.25 ®
$.10 Superfecta (3/1/5/7) $25.00
ELEVENTH-1-mile pace; hgw3bnm5; purse
$16,000

TRACK: CONDITION-FT OFF: 10:26 TIME-
27.3;56.3; 1:24.1; 1:52.0

7 SaveAmerica(SZeron) 9.00 3.70 4.10
4 Mikiteen (D Dunn) 3.90 2.80
1 Lovers Trouble (J Bongiorno) 3.30
® Exacta (7/4) $21.20 ® Triple (7/4/1) $60.00 ®
$.10 Superfecta (7/4/1/3) $35.10 ® Late double
(3/7) $8.30 ® $1 Pick 3 (6/3/7) $98.75 ® $1 Pick
4(4/6/3/7) $1,334.50

Total Handle-$383,657.

3.80 2.70 2.30
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NEW YORK POST ACTION

TI I - TOP PLAY
MLB By TANNER McGRATH David Peterson is making his 2024 de-
Wednesday actionnetwork.com gut. He’s ptﬁSted rtntonster strike&lgt num-
: : ers over the past two seasons (28 per-
Favorite Money Line Underdog James Paxton is the most overvalued cent) and pitched well in his minor league
Yankees $150-180 ANGELS pitcher in baseball. rehab starts, posting a 1.14 ERA with 35
Dodgers $110-130 METS He’s lost two ticks of velocity on his. stril’<eouts to th.ree walks across 23 innings.
RANGERS $104-122 Diamondbacks heav11}’7 used four:seam fastball, meaning It’s tqugh fading the’Dodgers ' superstar-
— he can’t force whiffs (career-low 8 percent  laden lineup, but they’re slumping against
NHL Phillies $105-125 GIANTS swinging-strike rate), so he’s forced to nib-  southpaws, posting a measly 64 wRC+
Conference Final- Wednesda PADRES $142-170 Marlins ble around the edges, where he’s walked against the side over the past two weeks
Favorite  MoneyLine  Underdog  ORIOLES $154-185 Red Sox (28) as many batters as he's struck out (28)  (Z3rd in MLE). :
OILERS $115-135 St hieti across his ﬁ;st 50 innings. . I.love the Mets bullpen, which }eads all
- ars  RAYS $146-174 Athletics After posting a2.58 ERA through his first ~ relief corps in Stuff+ (111) and strikeout
Thursday BRAVES $130-155 Nationals seven starts, the negative regression train rate (28 percent). Meanwhile, the Dodgers
Panthers -105-115 RANGERS N finally pulled into Paxton Station, as the bullpen has posted a 4.05 SIERA and 10
Home Teams In CAPS TWINS $110-130 Royals Reds lit him up for eight runs across hispast ~ percent walk rate over the past two weeks.
Cubs $114-135 BREWERS two starts. More negative regression should THE PLAY: Mets +110.
Blue Jays $142-170 WHITE SOX come, given his expected ERA (547) is Tanner McGrath handicaps MLB for
WNBA Guardians $130-155 ROCKIES nearly two runs higher than his actual (349).  The Action Network.
Wednesday
. MARINERS -102-118 Astros
Favorite PTS (0/U) Underdog .
LIBERTY 13.5 (168) Mercury ~ JIGERS-Gm.1 $102-120 Pirates Pitching Form
Dream 5.5 (162.5) MYSTICS  Tigers- Gm. 2 OFF Pirates (Game time) 2024 "24vsOPP  CAREER  _ LAST 3 STARTS
Aces 6 (172.5) LYNX  REDS OFF Cardinals W-L ERA *REC "W-L ERA vsOPP "W-L TP ERA
Yankees Gil (R) 6-1 211 8-2 0-0  0.00 0-0 3-0 18.1 0.49
Angels Anderson (L) (9:38pm) 54 252 5-5 0-0 0.0 0-0 3-0 212 2.08
Met” beterson () (1opm) 00 00 o 10 00 10 00 ies 534
€ eterson 3 m - .| - - .| - .. o
ol LA B med, g HoW o - - 5 b om s
NHL: Isles’ Lee wins Clancy Trophy ~Casper Ruud, and past major champions Pirates—Skenes - Gmer L0 2% T - = 00 0 160 225
Aryna Sabalenka and Elena Rybakina. Tigers TBD TBD - - - - - - - - -
Anders Lee was named the winner of the Two-time Australian Open champion D'Backs  Nelson (R) 33 603 25 00 000 00 11 132 9.8
NHUL’s King Clancy Memorial Trophy on Sabalenka overpowered Erika Andreeva ﬁij’!gﬁf 252:3{)“-) (2:35pm) g'g j'gz %‘3 g'g 1;-2; g'g g'g iig i’gg
Tuesday night, honoring his leadershipon ~ 6-1, 6-2. . Rockies  Blach (L) (840pm) 12 455 22 00 000 00 11 142 55
L eerthe Islanders' captain, s heavily in- MILB: Cubs beat Brewers in extras  gessor contd® 7 2m 9w 98 o o we ey
ee, the Islanders’ captain, is heavily in- rioles urnes :35pm - . - - . - - 1 .
volved with the Jam Kancer Foundation. Mike Tauchman hit a go-ahead single Athletics  Estes (R) ] 11 747 221 00 000 00 11 152 747
He hosted a Kan Jam event at Northwell in Chicago’s five-run 10th inning and the :aysl feplotR(R) (6:50pm) gi i'gi g'g g'g g'gg g'g ;'g ;g'g ‘1"32
Health Ice Center before the season and Cubs stopped a five-game skid by beating ~ fuins Lugo (RS (Tdopm) 52 433 55 04 5400 03 > 151 411
funds scholarships through the fqundatlon the Brewers 6-3 in Milwaukee. Ben. BlueJays _ Manoah (R) 12 397 13 00 000 10 12 182 193
in memory of his friend Fenov Pierre- Brown struck out a career-high 10 in White Sox __Flexen (R) (T:40pm)  2-4 569 27 00 470 0l 0-1 131 945
Louis, who died of neuroblastoma in 2018.  seven hitless innings for the Cubs. Astros Brown (R) ) -5 706 27 00 4l 02 -1 151 470
Lee has funded 24 scholarships and is @ In San Francisco, Luis Matos hit a walk- :‘:Aa”f]ers Kirby (R) (:40pm) 45 433 47 00 150 20 12 190 47
. A . . h . . . ardinals  Liberatore (L) 12 527 1-2 0-0 0.00 1-0 0-1 100 810
taking applications for. f.1ve more this sea- off saquﬁce fly in the 10§h inning to plate au- Reds Montas (R) (:10pm)  2-3 461 3-6 00 000 0-0 0-0 152 632
son. He also hosts families impacted by tomatic runner Tyler Fitzgerald and the Gi-  Pphillies sanchez (L) 23 315 46 00 000 00 0-0 180 3.0
cancer at every Islanders home game and ants beat the MLB-leading Phillies 1-0. Giants Harrison (L) (:45pm) 41 390 92 00 540 00 10 150 6.00
hosts an annual gifting initiative for them @ In Minneapolis, Simeon Woods Rich-  Marins  Garrett ) @wom) 49 3 33 00 %33 0 s e
during the holidays. ardson earned his first win in eight starts Nationals  Gore (U 34 300 46 11 523 11 1 ol 23
As part of the award, Lee will receive a and the Twins beat the Royals 4-2. Minne- Braves TBD (7:20pm) - 7 - - T = - 7z
$25,000 donation from the NHL to a char- sota has won six of its last seven games. Cubs Imanaga (L) 50 08 81 00 000 090 0-0 19.0 0.5
Brewers Wilson (R) (7:40pm) 3-1 286 3-3 0-0 225 12 0-0 142 245

ity of his choice. He is also eligible to elect
that the Islanders receive a $20,000 grant
to organize a special activation related to
his cause. This is Lee’s first time winning
the award. —Ethan Sears
@ The Blue Jackets named Don Wad-
dell as their general manager and presi-
dent of hockey operations on Tuesday.

FRENCH OPEN: Novak nets win

Novak Djokovic earned a 6-4, 7-6 (3), 6-4
win over 33-year-old Frenchman Pierre-
Hugues Herbert in the first round of the
French Open on Tuesday night in Paris.

Djokovic is trying to become the first
player in tennis history to claim 25 Grand
Slam singles trophies.

The first round closed on a day during
which rain delayed play for several hours
early in the day on all but the two princi-
pal courts, which are outfitted with re-
tractable roofs.

Other winners included the man Djok-
ovic beat in last year’s French Open final,

@ In Arlington, Texas, Corey Seager ho-
mered for the seventh time in as many
games, putting the Rangers ahead with his
three-run shot in their 4-2 win over Arizona
in a rematch of last year’s World Series.

@ In St. Petersburg, Fla., rookie Mitch
Spence took a no-hitter into the sixth in-
ning, Miguel Anddjar hit a three-run ho-
mer, and the Athletics beat the Rays 3-0.

ETC.: Clark gets 30 points in loss

Caitlin Clark finished with a season-
best 30 points, six assists, five rebounds,
three blocks and three steals but it was not
enough as the Los Angeles Sparks earned a
88-82 victory over the Indiana Fever in In-
dianapolis. Kia Nurse scored 22 points
and Aari McDonald added a season-high
21 for the Sparks.

@ The Texans rewarded wide receiver Nico
Collins for his breakout performance last sea-
son with a three-year, $72.75 million contract
extension that includes $52 million guaran-
teed, according to multiple media reports.

* REC: Won-lost record of pitcher's team in games he has started.

Whether you are supporting President
Biden or former President Trump, you
had to enjoy Robert DeNiro’s perform-
ance outside the courthouse on Tuesday.

Some highlights ... “I don’t mean to
scare you. No, no, wait, maybe I do. ...
Trump wants to destroy the city, the
country and eventually the world. ... Elec-
tions? Fuhgeddaboudit! That’s over, done.
If he gets in the White House, I can tell
you right now he will never leave.” Obvi-
ously a squatter situation, Bob. And then
the reaction to Trump supporters booing
him. “You’re not going to intimidate. You

Orioles fly and Cubs coast

are gangsters, gangsters. ... F--k you!”
Wow. Must have been that second bowl
of Loco Krispies. This crazy 'capper is
playing two on Wednesday. $100 on Cor-
bin Burnes and the Orioles against the
visiting Red Sox. And $50 on the Cubs.
Shota Imanaga throws in Milwaukee.

Cleveland led 2-0, 4-2 and 7-4. The Bal-
boas kept punching back to tie. But Josh
Naylor hit two homers and the Guards
KO’d the Rockies 13-7. Winner. Down
-971 donfanuccis.

stitches@nypost.com
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Home Team Lineups HOMEJN AWAYIIE

N o0DS s ENDS BET SMART

w
=y

v20C ‘62 AN ‘AepSoupam ‘1s0d MJOA MIN

TODAY THU | FRI SAT SUN | MON
May29 | May30| May3l | Junel | June2 | June3 | June4
Anaheim PGA TOUR
9:38 - RBC Canadian Open
prime | g% | SR OB | 20 | No | e Hamilton Golf & CC
Video | 3, : . / 7 Thursday-Sunday
WEAN YES | YES | YES YES | GAME | YES
660 AN/ | WFAN| WFAN | WFAN | WFAN WFAN GOLFER oDDS
101.9FM Rory Mcllroy +400
Los
Angeles | Ariz. | Ariz. | Ariz. | Ariz. | Wash. | Wash. TonTmy fleetoog 16/1
410 7:10 | 7:10 | 4:10 | 1:40 | 6:45 | 6:45 Sahith Theegala 20/1
SNY | SNY |PIX11| SNY | PIX11 | SNY | SNY Corey Conners 2/1
WCBS |WCBS|WCBS | WCBS | WCBS | WCBS | WCBS
880 AM Shane Lowry 22/1
. Alex Noren 25/1
Fla. Fla. (fnec.)
NO |00 | No | 800 | No | Fla | no Cameron Young 25/1
GAME |ESPN (GAME| ABC | GAME | ¢ GAME Sam Burns 28/1
ESPN ESPN ESEM
ESPN Adam Scott 33/1
Maverick McNealy 33/1
Phoenix Wash. Ind. Chi. Tom Kim 33/1 ¢
. NO % NO . NO . : 4
Keith Mitchell 40/1
Mackenzie Hughes 40/1
Today Friday Sat., June 8 Adam Hadwin 50/1
T Akshay Bhatia 50/1 2
c"ar_l'?;;e FC Earthquakes Angilzgi;v FC Taylor Pendrith 50/1
Apple TV+ o CBS e T el GO, CANADA! Alex Noren comes into the RBC Canadian Open having one of his
Erik van Rooyen 55/1 most consistent seasons, making him a good bet at 25/1. Getty Images
Nick Taylor 60/1
X = Ben Griffin 66/1 By DEREK FARNSWORTH He’s still searching for his first win on
TOday sS pOI'tS on the Air Matt Wallace 66/1 actionnetwork.com the PGA Tour, but with 11 professional vic-
MLB 1p.m. __Cardinals at Reds MLBN Seamus Power 66/1 . tories, he certainly knows how to win, and
4p.m. Marlins at Padres MLBN T 80/1 The RBC Canadian Open changes ve- his game is trending in the right direction.
£10p.m. _Dodgers at Mets SNY, WCBS (830 AM) am Svensson nues each year, so we have little course This is a fair number given how weak
7:30p.m. _Cubs at Brewers MLBN Daniel Berger 80/1 history to work with this week. the field is. Because of his consistency, I
Yankees at Angels Prime Video, Doug Ghim 80/1 The event has been held at Hamilton will be adding a top-20 bet on him as well
9:38 p.m. WFAN (660 AM/101.9 FM) Kevin Yu 80/1 C};lolf & Country Club only tﬁo times over  at+145.
10:30 p.m._Astros at Mariners (in progress) MLBN Mark Hubbard 80/1 the last 15 years — in 2019 when Rory .
WNBA  7pm. _ Mercury at Liberty CBSSN Robert Maclntyre 80/1 Mcllroy won and in 2012 when Scott Maverick McNealy (35/1, bet365)
8p.m. Aces at Lynx NBATV ) y Piercy came out on top. McNealy missed time last year with an
NHL ] ) Ryo Hisatsune UL The course has gone through major ren-  injury but is back and playing some great
Playoffs 8:30p.m. Stars at Oilers, Game 4 NT Mac Meissner 90/1 ovations since Piercy’s victory more than golf. He has made 11 straight cuts on the
Soccer 7:30 p.m. _Charlotte FC at Red Bulls Apple TV+ Nicolai Hojgaard 90/1 adecade ago. It has been lengthened by 118 ~ PGA Tour and has posted three top-20 fin-
8:30 p.m.  Portland Timbers at Austin FC FS1 Ryan Fox 90/1 yards, all 18 greens were redone, trees ishes during that stretch.
USL Championship: e s 100/1 were removed and the bunkers rebuilt. He has a very consistent stat profile; he
10 p.m. N eau Hossler ] ] :
Charleston at Monterey Bay CBSSN Eric Cole 100/1 In other words, you can ignore all is good off the tee and is an excellent
10:30 p.m. Minnesota United at LAFC FS1 G S_ T course history when making your picks §crambler and putter. The approach play
Tennis  6a.m. _ The French Open, Early Rounds Tennis reyson Slgg this week. is what has held him back from truly con-
8a.m. The French Open, Early Rounds MSG K.H. Lee 100/1 The course is a par-70 that measures tending in an event this year, but some-
5a.m. The French Open. Early Round Tenni Luke List 100/1 7,084 yards — a short course compared to thing seems to have clicked on that front.
(Thu.) errenc ?en’ .ar ¥ Rounds ennis Matt Kuchar 100/1 PGA Tour standards. While there are only After los:ing stques on approa}ch in
College Golf 6 p.m. NCAA Championships: Team Match Play — S.H. Kim 100/1 two par-5s, we can expect favorable scor- seven pf his first eight events this year, he
National Championship Golf Sam St 100/1 ing conditions. has gained at least 1.6 strokes on approach
Hocke 830p.m. CHL Memorial Cup: am SIevens With thick rough, narrow fairways and in three of his last four events. If that con-
v =OP-M- g2 ginaw vs. London NHLN Thorbjorn Olesen 100/1 only a few long holes, accuracy should be tinues, I like his chances of contending.
Horse . LPGA TOUR more important than distance off the tee.
Racing 2pm. Fan.DueI Racing _ MSGSN RBC Canadian Open The greens are average in size and feature Adam Scott (40/1, bet365)
Africa League Semifinal: Hamilton Golf & CC bentgrass. Thave consistently bet on Scott this year
Basketball 11a.m.  Rivers Hoopers Basketball Club vs. Thursday-Sunday I’m not putting a strong emphasis on and hope that loyalty will be rewarded soon.
Al Ahly Ly Sporting Club NBATV GOLFER 0DDS course fit this week. For one, we don’t He had a nice stretch on the DP World
Africa League Semifinal: Nellv Kord 350 know how it will truly play given the reno-  Tour in the fall and already has eight
2p.m. Cluge Atl_?t'co ?r'?tmIeos de Luanda ATV ely Rorca vations, and the course is short enough top-30 finishes in 11 PGA Tour starts in
530 vs. Lape Town TIgers Rose Zhang 18/1 that any type of golfer should be able to 2024. The problem (at least for me) is that
AFL Football dhua).m. Carlton at Port Adelaide FS2 Atthaya Thitikul 20/1 contend. Instead, I will be focusing more he hasn’t been able to find his way back
’ Ayaka Furue 25/1 on recent form. into the winner’s circle.
Jin Young Ko 25/1 Here are three best bets to win the RBC The underlying statistics are promising,
W”BA Brooke M. Henderson 28/1 Canadian Open: as he’s shown an ability to gain strokes in
Odds o win 2024 WNBA Championship "2 1| M 25 Bk e e
TEAM oDDS  TEAM 0DDS Sei Young Kim 28/1 Noren is easily having his most consist-  seems to fit that mold.
Las Vi A +105  Dallas Wi 35/1 Hannah Green 30/1 ent season. Since the start of October, he He has won all over the world (31 total
as Vegas Aces alas Wings Hyo Joo Kim 30/1 has made 17 straight cuts, and since the wins, 14 PGA Tour wins), so maybe he can
Liberty - +165  Chicago Sky 35/1 Minjee Lee 30/1 start of March, he has eight straight top-25  add another trophy to his mantle this
Connecticut Sun 14/1  Atlanta Dream 40/1 Charley Hull 31 finishes. More importantly, he has consist-  week. He’s certainly more appealing than
Seattle Storm 14/1  Indiana Fever 50/1 ently gained strokes in all four of the main  those priced around him in the market.
Minnesota Lynx 25/1  Washington Mystics 90/1 HaeRanRyu 33/1 categories (off the tee, approach, around Derek Farnsworth handicaps golf for The
Phoenix Mercury 28/1  Los Angeles Sparks 100/1 Patty Tavatanakit = the green and putting). Action Network.
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PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

By CHRISTIAN ARNOLD

Major League Baseball’s record
books are about to drastically
change Wednesday.

Negro League statistics are going
to become an official part of MLB’s
historical records three years after it
announced it would elevate the erst-
while leagues to major league status,
USA Today first reported Tuesday.

The addition of the 2,300 players
who played in seven different lea-
gues from 1920-48 into MLB’s data-
base and record books means that
Hall of Fame catcher Josh Gibson
will become MLB’s single-season
record holder in a number of differ-
ent categories.

Gibson will surpass Ty Cobb as
the all-time career leader in batting
average (.372) and move ahead of
Babe Ruth for slugging percentage
(.718) and OPS (1.177).

The legendary catcher will hold
single-season records in batting av-
erage (.466), slugging percentage
(.974) and OPS (1.474), the latter of
which places him ahead of Barry
Bonds’ 2004 season (1.421 OPS).

Gibson played his entire 14-year
career in the Negro Leagues.

“We are proud that the official his-
torical record now includes the play-
ers of the Negro Leagues,” MLB
commissioner Rob Manfred told Ya-
hoo Sports in a statement. “This ini-
tiative is focused on ensuring that
future generations of fans have ac-
cess to the statistics and milestones
of all those who made the Negro
Leagues possible. Their accomplish-
ments on the field will be a gateway
to broader learning about this tri-
umph in American history and the
path that led to Jackie Robinson’s
1947 Dodger debut.”

Gibson’s family said the change
goes beyond just the icon’s impact.

“This means so much for not only
the Josh Gibson family, but repre-
senting the 2,300 men in the Negro
Leagues who didn’t get the opportu-
nity to play [in the major leagues],”
Sean Gibson, Gibson’s great-grand-
son, told USA Today.

MLB’s official historian John
Thorn first told USA Today in
February that the league antici-
pated it would be able to
“share with fans a solid rep-
resentation of an integrated
MLB database in 2024.”

Thorn has been the

chair of baseball’s Negro
Leagues Statistical Re-
view Committee, which
has been made up of
baseball historians,
Negro League experts,
former players, re-
searchers and jour-
nalists, according to
Yahoo Sports.

Sean Gibson is
among the 15 mem-
bers of the commit-
tee.

The committee had

JOSH!

MY

MLB adding Negro Leagues
to database, moving HOFer
Gibson into record books

Sports Bureau.

MLB will pay tribute to the Negro
Leagues on June 20, with the Giants
and Cardinals playing a regular-sea-
son game at Rickwood Field in Ala-
bama — the historic home of the
Birmingham Black Barons and occa-
sional home of the Double-A Bir-
mingham Barons.

With the imminent
change to the record
books coming, Sean
Gibson said he
hopes to see the
Baseball ~Writ-
ers’ Association
of America re-
name the MVP
award in honor
of his great-
grandfather.

The
award

had previously been named after
former MLB commissioner Kenesaw
Mountain Landis, but in 2020, his
name was removed due to discom-
fort from past MVP winners over
Landis’ history with integration in
baseball.
Baseball was not integrated until
after Landis had died in 1944.
“How ironic would it be for Josh
Gibson to replace the man who
denied more than 2,300 men
the opportunity to play
baseball in the major lea-
gues,” Sean Gibson told
USA Today. “I'm hoping
with these stats that we
can change it to the Josh
Gibson MVP award.
“These stats make a
great case for it to be
named in his
honor.”
carnold@
nypost.
com

been poring through
boxscores, stats and
other data from
Seamheads, Retro-
Sheet and the Elias

JOIN THE CLUB: With the inclusion of the Negro
Leagues in MLB’s record books, Hall of Fame catcher
Josh Gibson will usurp names like Barry Bonds and Babe
Ruth on all-time lists.

AP (3)




NHL Playoffs

Conference Finals
Best-of-7; x-if necessary
Eastern Conference

Rangers vs. Florida

Series tied, 2-2

Game 1: Florida 3, Rangers 0
Game 2: Rangers 2, Florida 1, OT
Game 3: Rangers 5, Florida 4, OT
Game 4: Florida 3, Rangers 2, OT
Thu.: at Rangers, 8 p.m.

Sat.: at Florida, 8 p.m.

X-Mon.: at Rangers, 8 p.m.

Western Conference

Dallas vs. Edmonton

Dallas leads series, 2-1

Game 1: Edmonton 3, Dallas 2, 20T
Game 2: Dallas 3, Edmonton 1
Game 3: Dallas 5, Edmonton 3
Wed.: at Edmonton, 8:30 p.m.
x-Fri.: at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

x-Sun.: at Edmonton, 8 p.m.
x-Tue.: at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

NHL Playoffs: Game 4
Panthers 3, Rangers 2, OT
Rangers 1010-2
Florida 0201-3

First Period: 1, Rangers, Trocheck 8
(Fox, Panarin), 8:51 (pp). Penalties:
Gustafsson, NYR (Roughing), 4:20;
Lundell, FLA (High Sticking), 7:07;
Montour, FLA (Cross Checking), 16:03.
Second Period: 2, Florida, Bennett 4
(Bobrovsky, Forsling), 8:45. 3, Florida,
Verhaeghe 9 (Tkachuk, Barkov), 12:16
(pp). Penalties: Lindgren, NYR (Holding),
6:42; Goodrow, NYR (Delay of Game),
10:59; Forsling, FLA (Tripping), 14:36.
Third Period: 4, Rangers, Lafreniere 7
(Panarin, Fox), 3:28. Penalties: None.
Overtime: 5, Florida, Reinhart 8
(Barkov, Montour), 1:12 (pp). Penalties:
Wheeler, NYR (Hooking), 0:59.

Shots on Goal: Rangers 13-5-5-0—23.
Florida 11-14-13-2—40.

Power-play opportunities: Rangers 1
of 3; Florida 2 of 4.

Goalies: Rangers, Shesterkin 10-4-0
(40 shots-37 saves). Florida, Bobrovsky
10-5-0 (23-21). A: 19,754 (19,250). T:
2:52.

SERIOUS
SAVINGS

ON SOME OF OUR
BEST SELLING MODELS!

NEEDED...
JUST COME IN!

~ NAVIGATOR |

NO SERVICE APPT

WNBA NBA Playoffs
East W L Pct GB Conference Finals
Connecticut 6 0 1.000 - Best-of-7; x-if necessary
Liberty 4 2 667 2 Eastern Conference
Atlanta 2 2 500 3 Boston vs. Indiana
- ; wins series, 4-0

Chicago 2 3 A00 3%  Game1:Boston 133, Indiana 128, OT
Indiana 1 7 125 6 Game 2: Boston 126, Indiana 110

- Game 3: Boston 114, Indiana 111
Washington 0 6 .00 6 Game 4: Boston 105, Indiana 102
West W L Pct GB Western Conference
Minnesota 4 1 800 — Minnesota vs. Dallas

Dallas leads series, 3-1
Las Vegas 3 1 .750 %2 Game 1:Dallas 108, Minnesota 105
Game 2: Dallas 109, Minnesota 108

Dallas 3 2 600 1 Game 3: Dallas 116, Minnesota 107
Seattle 4 3 571 1 Game 4: Minnesota 105, Dallas 100

. ) Thu.: at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Phoenix 3 3 500 1% x-Sat.: at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Los Angeles 2 4 333 2%  x-Mon.: at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday

Connecticut 70, Phoenix 47
Los Angeles 88, Indiana 82
Seattle 77, Chicago 68

Wednesday

Phoenix at Liberty, 7pm
Atlanta at Washington, 7pm
Las Vegas at Minnesota, 8pm

Thursday

Seattle at Indiana, 7pm

Los Angeles at Chicago, 8pm
Friday

Washington at Liberty, 7:30pm
Dallas at Connecticut, 7:30pm
Las Vegas at Atlanta, 7:30pm
Phoenix at Minnesota, 9:30pm

NASCAR

NASCAR Cup Series Rookie Standings
Through Monday

1. Josh Berry, 263.

2. Carson Hocevar, 227.

3.Kaz Grala, 122.

4.Zane Smith, 113.

NWSL

W L T PtsGF GA
Orlando 8 0 3 2720 10
Kansas City 7 04 252 15
Washington 8 3 0 2425 16
Portland 6 41 1924 16
Gotham FC 523 1810 7
Chicago 551 1615 15
North Carolina 5 6 0 1513 14
Louisville 2 26 1215 12
San Diego 343129 9
Houston 3 53 1211 18
Angel City 3 52 1111 16
Bay FC 380 91523
Seattle 2 81 7112
Utah Royals FC 191 462

NOTE: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.

Friday

Houston at Louisville, 8pm

Orlando at San Diego, 10pm

Saturday

Angel City at Gotham FC, 12:30pm
Washington at Utah Royals FC, 7:30pm
Bay FC at Chicago, 7:30pm

North Carolina at Portland, 10pm

NOW IN-STOCK!

NEW 2023 LINCOLN

CORSAIR AWD

Auto, 4 Cylinder, P/S, ABS, Climate Control, Bluetooth, Power Windows/
| Locks, More! MSRP $43,045, VIN#5LPUL16605, $5260 Due at Signing: st
Month Payment, $4200 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
Inc $3,000 Lincoln Bonus Cash (everyone qualifies) & $3500 Lincoln Trade
In Assist (must qualify, see dealer) Add Tax, Title & DMV fees. Expires 5/31/24

H *
$ Per
LEASE g/lé)/
Mos

5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY

LINCOLN

*Includes all costs to consumer except tax, title and DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/Residual: Lincoln Corsair:
$12,564/$25702. Leases are 25¢ p/mi over 7,500 mi/p/yr. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Dealer not responsible for type errors, photos used for illustration only. Expires 5/31/24. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988

1-718-258-9400

WE SPEAK Spanish, Russian,

French, Arabic, Hindi,
Urdu, Punjabi

NBA Playoffs: Game 4
T'wolves 105, Mavericks 100

Minnesota

Min__FG FT O-Rb A PFPts
McDaniels 3851 48 00 01 0 2 10
Towns  29:34 913 33 05 1 6 25
Gobert 3913 45 59 010 1 5 13
Conley 3412 59 34 13 7 114
Edwards 4026 1125 58 110 9 5 29
Anderson 2458 13 00 34 4 3 2
Reid 195 36 01 15 1 1 6
Alexander- ...
Walker 1252 25 00 02 0 0 6

Totals 240:00 39-74 16-25 6-40 23 23105
Percentages: FG .527, FT .640. 3-point
goals: 11-24, .458 (Towns 4-5, McDaniels
2-4, Alexander-Walker 2-5, Edwards 2-5,
Conley 1-4, Reid 0-1). Team rebounds: 8.
Team turnovers: 1. Blocked shots: 4
(Alexander-Walker, Gobert, McDaniels,
Reid). Turnovers: 14 (Edwards 6, Towns
4, Gobert 2, Alexander-Walker, Reid).
Steals: 9 (Conley 4, Anderson 3,
Alexander-Walker, McDaniels).
Technicals: Gobert, 8:28 third; coach
Chris Finch, 4:59 third.

Dallas

Min__FG_FT O-Rb A PFPts
JonesJr. 3416 36 12 25
Washington 41:42 3-13 22 25
Gafford ~ 31:221 66 0-0 28
Doncic 40:44 721 10-12 2-1

43

23

13
510 4 28
Irving 41:58 618 33 22 4 216
Green 16:49 13 22 01 1 2 5
Kleber 1329 13 00 01 1 3 2
Hardy 12205 58 00 01 0 113
Exum 426 23 00 00 0 0 5
Powell 308 00 00 00 01 0

Totals  240:00 34-81 18-21 10-38 23 22 100

Percentages: FG .420, FT .857. 3-point
goals: 14-40,.350 (Doncic 4-11, Hardy 3-
4, Jones Jr. 2-3, Washington 2-9, Exum 1-
2, Green 1-3, Irving 1-6, Kleber 0-2).
Team rebounds: 8. Team turnovers: 1.
Blocked shots: 4 (Gafford 3,
Washington). Turnovers: 13 (Irving 4,
Doncic 3, Jones Jr. 2, Green, Hardy,
Powell, Washington). Steals: 6 (Doncic,
Exum, Gafford, Green, Irving, Jones Jr.).
Technicals: Jones Jr., 8:28 third.

Minnesota 27 22 29 27—-105
Dallas 20 29 24 27—100

A: 20,477 (19,200).

NEW 2024 LINCOLN

NAUTILUS
AWD

IN STOCK NOW FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon-Thu 9a-9p, Fri 9a-7:30p, Sat 9a-6p, Sun 11a-5p

French Open

At Stade Roland Garros; Paris; Purse: Euro19,280,000; Surface: Red clay; Tuesday
from French Open at Stade Roland Garros (seedings in parentheses):

Men's Singles - First Round

Casper Ruud (7), Norway, def. Felipe Meligeni Alves, Brazil, 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.

Tomas Martin Etcheverry (28), Argentina, def. Arthur Cazaux, France, 3-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4.

Alex de Minaur (11), Australia, def. Alex Michelsen, United States, 6-1, 6-0, 6-2.
Tomas Machac, Czechia, def. Nuno Borges, Portugal, 7-6 (3), 6-4, 6-3.

Arthur Rinderknech, France, def. Adam Walton, Australia, 6-2, 6-4, 7-5.

Alejandro Davidovich Fokina, Spain, def. Valentin Vacherot, Monaco, 4-6, 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (2).
Taylor Fritz (12), United States, def. Federico Coria, Argentina, 2-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-1.

Mariano Navone (31), Argentina, def. Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, 5-7, 6-1, 6-3, 6-0.

Jaume Munar, Spain, def. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, 6-1, 4-6, 6-4, 6-1.
Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Roman Andres Burruchaga, Argentina, 6-3, 6-2, 6-1.
Flavio Cobolli, Italy, def. Hamad Medjedovic, Serbia, 6-2, 6-3, 6-7 (2), 6-3.

Holger Rune (13), Denmark, def. Daniel Evans, Britain, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4.

Luciano Darderi, Italy, def. Rinky Hijikata, Australia, 6-3, 7-6 (6), 6-1.

Giulio Zeppieri, Italy, def. Adrian Mannarino (22), France, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-2.

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard, France, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-3.

Tallon Griekspoor (26), Netherlands, def. Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 6-3, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2.

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. Constant Lestienne, France, 6-3, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2.

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, 6-4, 7-6 (3), 6-4.

Thanasi Kokkinakis, Australia, def. Alexei Popyrin, Australia, 4-6, 7-6 (8), 6-3, 5-7, 6-3.

Women's Singles - First Round

Elena Rybakina (4), Kazakhstan, def. Greet Minnen, Belgium, 6-2, 6-3.
Zheng Qinwen (7), China, def. Alize Cornet, France, 6-2, 6-1.

Aryna Sabalenka (2), Belarus, def. Erika Andreeva, Russia, 6-1, 6-2.

Elina Avanesyan, Russia, def. Zhu Lin, China, 6-2, 6-4.

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Kristina Mladenovic, France, 6-4, 6-4.

Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, def. Angelique Kerber, Germany, 6-4, 6-3.
Daria Kasatkina (10), Russia, def. Magdalena Frech, Poland, 7-5, 6-1.
Elise Mertens (25), Belgium, def. Maria Carle, Argentina, 6-3, 7-6 (8).
Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Sorana Cirstea (28), Romania, 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (5).

Peyton Stearns, United States, def. Lucija Ciric-Bagaric, Croatia, 6-3, 6-7 (8), 7-6 (6).

Tamara Korpatsch, Germany, def. Ashlyn Krueger, United States, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (9).
Madison Keys (14), United States, def. Renata Zarazua, Mexico, 6-3, 6-2.

Emma Navarro (22), United States, def. Zeynep Sonmez, Turkiye, 6-2, 6-0.

Mirra Andreeva, Russia, def. Emina Bektas, United States, 6-2, 6-3.

Moyuka Uchijima, Japan, def. Irene Burillo Escorihuela, Spain, 6-1, 6-1.

Mayar Sherif, Egypt, def. Yuan Yue, China, 6-1, 6-3.

Sara Errani, Italy, def. Anna-Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-2.

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. Sloane Stephens, United States, 6-1, 6-2.
Victoria Azarenka (19), Belarus, def. Nadia Podoroska, Argentina, 6-1, 6-0.

Paula Badosa, Spain, def. Katie Boulter (26), Britain, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4.
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By RYAN DUNLEAVY

The cast of the musical “Rent”
sang that a year is measured in
525,600 minutes.

The next time Aaron Rodgers
brings his Jets teammates to
Broadway, maybe they can sing
about how chemistry can be
measured in 7342 defensive
snaps.

As teams around the league
start from scratch introducing
new players and new schemes on
both sides of the ball, the Jets de-
fense should be ahead of the
curve in OTAs because eight of
the nine players who logged at
least 650 snaps last season (7,342
total) remain together under
fourth-year coordinator Jeff Ul-
brich. Four — safety Tony Adams
and cornerbacks Sauce Gardner,
D.J. Reed and Michael Carter II —
start in one of the NFL’s best sec-
ondaries.

“Continuity, especially on the
back end, is so critical,” Ulbrich
said during the first week of
spring practices. “These guys
have to know each other’s
strengths, their weaknesses, their
shortcomings, their superpowers,
their kryptonites, all that. They
also have to know how to com-
municate at the highest level —
and some of that communication
over time becomes
just a wink, a
little hand sig-
nal.”

The Jets are
one of six

teams return-
ing eight of
top-

their

By RYAN DUNLEAVY

Darius Slayton rejoined
the Giants.

SAME BOLD JETS

Gang Green defense returning
legion from its stout 2023 unit

nine defensive workhorses. Retain-
ing Ulbrich — who was blocked
from interviewing for the 49ers de-
fensive coordinator vacancy —
also was key to continuity.

“When you get to that [subtle
communication] level, that’s
where the really special stuff
lives,” Ulbrich said. “So the fact
that we have guys that have been
here in the system for multiple
years now, it’s exciting to think
where they could take it.”

Only the Colts and Saints have
eight- or nine-man cores that
played more snaps than the cumu-
lative total of the Jets’ four defen-
sive backs plus defensive linemen
Quinnen Williams and Jermaine
Johnson as well as linebackers C.J.
Mosley and Quincy Williams. But
neither team ranked
nearly as high as
the Jets (No. 3)
in total de-

fense (292.3

yards  al-

lowed per

game).

“No one is

Sauce

Gardner

happy with the results as of yet,”
Ulbrich said. “Yeah, statistically,
we’ve ended in the top five, but
ultimately winning is how we
create a legacy in this league. So
until that happens and we win —
substantial wins and we hold
that [Super Bowl] trophy to-
gether — we’re not going to be
done. So it’s a really cool group
in that way — just so driven, so
self-motivated. Takes very little
nudging by me.”

Seven of the eight snaps leaders
(not Adams) also were key pieces
under Ulbrich when the Jets
ranked No. 4 in both total defense
and scoring defense in 2022.
Gardner, Mosley and both Willi-
ams brothers have been first- or
second-team All-Pros over the

past two seasons — more than

any other AFC defense boasts
in that time frame.

“Anything that’s my
strengths, I just keep going
over it,” Gardner said. “Stuff
that’s my weakness, I pride
myself on getting better on

that. Trying not to get
complacent —
it’s easy to
get compla-
cent
when you
are going
through
life  and

having people say you are their
favorite player.”

The Jets’ offseason changes in-
cluded swapping in Haason Red-
dick and Javon Kinlaw for John
Franklin-Myers and Bryce Huff —
neither of whom carried a 650-
snap workload — along the de-
fensive line.

Acquiring  Reddick,
who has 50.5 sacks over
the past four seasons,
was a case of leaning
into strengths — the
Jets ranked No. 4 last
season in pressure per-
centage (26.5 percent of
opponents’ dropbacks) —
and believing that better
complementary  football

Slayton opts to attend Giants OTAs

will lead to correcting a weakness.

The vaunted defense ranked
No. 25 in rushing yards allowed
per game (124) last season but No.
11 in yards per carry (4.07). Rodg-
ers’ return from missing virtually
the full season should mean play-
ing from ahead more frequently
thus forcing more passes-rush
opportunities.

The bigger disruption to defen-
sive chemistry could be whether
the combination of former Rav-
ens starter Chuck Clark — who
missed all of last season with a
torn ACL — converted corner-
back Isaiah Oliver, special-teamer
Ashytn Davis and rookie Jaden
Key can aptly fill the shoes of de-
parted 1,078-snap safety Jordan

Whitehead.

“I know that might be the out-
side narrative,” Ulbrich said.
“That’s not the narrative within
this building.”

It wouldn’t have all the mak-
ings of a Broadway hit that way.

rdunleavy@nypost.com
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hopeful for “a resolution
here soon” as Perrett and
general manager Joe

Schoen negotiated.

After skipping the first
two phases of the voluntary
offseason program and the
first week of OTA practices,
Slayton was back on the
practice field Tuesday, ac-
cording to the team website.

It is unclear if Slayton
showed up as an act of
good faith or his appear-
ance is a sign that his con-
tract dispute is close to be-
ing settled. Slayton is seek-
ing a raise over his $2.5

million base salary (plus a
$2.6 million roster bonus)
on the two-year, $12 mil-
lion contract that he
signed in March 2023.
Michael Perrett, Slay-
ton’s agent, did not imme-

diately respond to a re-
quest for comment from
The Post.

Tuesday marked the first
time that the Giants had
Slayton, who has led the
team in receiving yards in

four of his first five NFL
seasons, and first-round
draft pick Malik Nabers
practicing together.
Speaking at a charity
event this month, Slayton
told reporters he was

The Giants forced a pay
cut on Slayton before the
2022 season, and he re-
sponded with two of his
best seasons, re-establish-
ing his chemistry with
quarterback Daniel Jones.




GEMINI

(May 22-June 21)
This may not be the best of days
to make important decisions,
especially if other people have
the power to hold you back
from pursuing your goals. Do
you have to push ahead at top
speed right this very moment?
No you do not, so slow down.

O A CANCER

<9 (June 22-July 23)

There are only so many hours
in a day and not even a Cancer
can add on extra minutes. Once
you have accepted that fact you
will find ways to cut back on
existing commitments so you
can make time for the new
things coming into your life.

LEO

(July 24-Aug. 23)
If you need to point out to a
colleague where they have been
going wrong, make sure you do
so in the gentlest of ways. Just
because it may be easy to poke
fun at them does not mean you
should do so. They will
appreciate your discretion.

ally Brompton

Daily Horoscope

DISCOVER MORE ABOUT YOURSELF AND WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS AT

SALLYBROMPTON.COM

VIRGO

(Aug. 24-Sept. 23)
There may be many serious
things going on in your life but
they are not so serious that you
have to approach each and
every one of them as a matter of
life and death. If you are finding
it hard to smile then you are
doing it wrong!

Q) LIBRA

— (Sept. 24-0Oct. 23)
Someone who appears to be on
your side is actually quite
envious of your success and
will do their utmost to
undermine your authority if
they get the chance. Keep your
guard up today and be
especially wary of people who
flatter you for no good reason.

SCORPIO

(Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
Something has put your mind in
a spin and you can't seem to

decide which way is up and
which way is down. If you make
a wrong call today don't
compound the error by refusing
to recognize it. Put it right the
first chance you get.

SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You must not try to appease
someone who is giving you a
hard time. Once you offer them
an inch they will grab it and
then try to turn it into a mile.
Say "No" right from the start
and make sure they know that
you mean it.

CAPRICORN

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
If you get the impression that a
colleague does not know what
they are talking about then you
must call their bluff. Just
because they sound like an
expert does not make them an
expert, so check every word

that comes out of their mouth.

-~ AQUARIUS

M (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Hopefully you are a glass half
full rather than a glass half
empty person, but if not there
are ways to improve your
outlook. One is by choosing to
believe that every event is part
of the cosmic master plan.
Someone, somewhere has their
hands on the controls.

PISCES

(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
The people you are currently
dealing with may be as different
to you as chalk is to cheese but
you are motivated and excited
by the same ambitions and
that's all that matters. Focus on
the goals you share and ignore
their personality traits.

ARIES
(March 21-April 20)

Let employers and senior
colleagues know what you think
of them today, even if your
words are less than flattering. If
you are really smart you will find
ways to make your criticisms
sound like praise. They'll get the
message without getting upset.

TAURUS

(April 21-May 21)
You will go too far and say too
much over the next 24 hours. In
a way though that's good
because this is one of those
times when total honesty is
needed both at home and at
work. Others will admire you
for being true to your nature.

BIRTHDAY WEDNESDAY
Group activities of all kinds
will go well over the coming

12 months and it is also
possible that someone who
starts out as a friend could

become a very special

person in your life. Can
business and pleasure be
combined? They can if you
work at it.
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TIME FOR A BREAK:

Lexi Thompson, who burst
onto the golf scene when she
qualified for the Women’s U.S.
Open at age 12, tears up as
she announces she will end
her full-time schedule after
this season. AP
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By RYAN GLASSPIEGEL

Lexi Thompson — in the golf
spotlight since she was 12 and one
of the game’s biggest stars — be-
came emotional as she discussed
her decision to retire from playing
full time on the LPGA Tour at just
29 years old.

“Being out here can be a lot. It
can be lonely. Sorry if I get emo-
tional. I said I wasn’t going to,”
Thompson said, as she teared up
during a press conference Tues-
day ahead of this week’s U.S.
Women’s Open at Lancaster
Country Club in Pennsylvania. “I
just think, especially with what’s
happened in golf, people don’t re-
alize a lot of what we go through
as a professional athlete. I'll be the
last person to say, “Throw me a
pity party” That’s the last thing I
want.”

Thompson, who will complete
the LPGA season before semi-re-
tirement, appeared to be referenc-
ing PGA Tour golfer Grayson
Murray, who died Saturday by sui-
cide.

“You know, we’re doing what we
love. We're trying the best every
single day, and we’re not perfect.
We’re humans. Words hurt and it’s
hard to overcome sometimes, but
having the people around you that
love and support you, I feel like
that’s been the biggest thing for

Thompson cites emotional well-being
in her stepping back from LPGA Tour

me,” Thompson continued.

“I might not have a huge friend
group, but to have the people that
matter the most around me has
gotten me through some really

hard times.

“I think it’s a lot for everybody

out here, or in any
professional sport.

A lot of people

don’t know what

we go through —

the amount of train-

ing, and hard work that

we put ourselves through
— it’s a lot, and I think we
deserve a lot more credit
than what we get.”

Thompson said she only
knew golf as life and cited
mental health as one of her
deciding factors in her deci-
sion. It is not clear what her fu-
ture plans — on or off the
course — hold.

“I think we all have our strug-
gles, especially out here,” she
said. “Unfortunately in golf you
lose more than you win, so it’s an
ongoing battle to continue to put
yourself out there in front of the
cameras and continuing to work

hard and maybe not seeing the re-
sults you want and getting criti-
cized for it. So it’s hard.

“I will stay, yes, I've struggled
with it — I don’t think there’s
somebody out here that hasn’t. It’s
just a matter of how well you hide
it, which is very sad.”

Thompson, who burst into the
spotlight when she qualified for
the U.S. Women’s Open at 12 years

old in 2007, has won
1 LPGA
tourna-
ments —
her first
coming

when she

was just 16 — and one major, the
2014 Chevron Championship.

She almost won a second Chev-
ron Championship, in 2017, but
was penalized four strokes for re-
placing a ball that she wasn’t per-
mitted to and subsequently sign-
ing an incorrect score card.

This error pushed her into a
playoff with So Yeon Ryu, who ul-
timately won the major.

The news surprised LPGA play-
ers. The notice was posted, and
then deleted, a couple of times on
various social media channels.
Thompson was on the course
when it first went out.

“She really dedicated her time to
growing the game,” Nelly Korda
said. “It’s sad to see that she’s ob-
viously leaving and not going to
be out here with us, but she’s had
an amazing career, and I wish her

the best in this new chapter of
her life.”

Thompson’s last LPGA win
came at the 2019 ShopRite LPGA
Classic; she also finished second
at the U.S. Women’s Open in 2019
and the Women’s PGA Champi-
onship in 2022. — With AP

rglasspiegel@nypost.com

Murray’s
suicide
method
revealed

By MICHAEL BLINN

Grayson Murray died from
suspected carbon monoxide
poisoning, according to the
Daily Mail.

The 30-year-old golfer’s
Palm Beach Gardens town-
house supposedly filled
with the exhaust fumes from
his Land Rover, left running
in the ground-floor garage,
per the outlet.

Police were called to the
residence, which Murray
shared with fiancée Chris-
tina Ritchie, at 10:49 a.m. on
May 25
after a
neighbor
heard a
carbon
monoxide
alarm go
off.

Murray’s
parents re-
vealed on
Sunday
that  the
two-time PGA Tour win-
ner’s death was by suicide.

“We have spent the last 24
hours trying to come to
terms with the fact that our
son is gone,” Eric and Terry
Murray said in a statement.
“It’s surreal that we not only
have to admit it to ourselves,
but that we also have to ac-
knowledge it to the world.
It’s a nightmare.”

The golfer had been open
about his previous struggles
with depression and alco-
holism.

After winning the Sony
Open in January, Murray
said he had been sober for
eight months.

He had withdrawn from
the Charles Schwab Chal-
lenge on Friday with two
holes to go due to illness,
the day before he took his
life.

“We have so many ques-
tions that have no answers,”
Eric and Terry Murray’s
statement continued. “But
one: Was Grayson loved?
The answer is yes. By us, his
brother Cameron, his sister
Erica, all of his extended
family, by his friends, by his
fellow players and — it
seems — by many of you
who are reading this. He was
loved and will be missed.”

mblinn@nypost.com
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MURRAY




From

Big

3 to Bi

After torching B’klyn, Kyrie thrives in Dallas

slammed shut when their Big 3 broke

up like a failed marriage. Now Brook-
lyn fans have had to watch Kyrie Irving
reach the brink of the NBA Finals they
had expected him to lead their team to.

Kevin Durant’s Suns and James
Harden’s Clippers suffered first-round
exits, KD’s in a sweep.
But Irving and Dallas
had a 3-1 lead in the
Western Conference fi-
nals after Tuesday’s
105-100 loss to the Tim-
berwolves. With no
team in history ever
having blown a 3-0
lead, Irving reaching his fourth career Fi-
nals seemed a fait accompli.

For both the ex-Boston teammates Ir-
ving will face and the former Nets team-
mates who’ll be home watching, it will
be a bitter reminder of what could’ve
been. No, what should’ve been.

And for Irving, it will be a measure of
redemption. When the point guard
started last season, his value around the
league had cratered. Or more accurately,
he had cratered it.

Forget his injury history, absences and
vaccine refusal that cost him two-thirds
of the 2021-22 season, and a max con-
tract. Last season it was his promotion of
not just fake news purveyor Alex Jones
but also an anti-Semitic film — and re-
fusal to apologize for such — that got
him suspended.

It appeared to be the breaking point
between team and star.

Upon Irving’s return, he played excep-
tionally well. Preternaturally gifted on the
ball, he was brilliant in lifting the Nets to a
hot streak ... then demanded a trade.

A superstar who once would’ve com-
manded a king’s ransom brought back
“only” a first-round pick, two seconds,
Spencer Dinwiddie and Dorian Finney-
Smith, with Dinwiddie already traded and
Finney-Smith seemingly likely to follow.

But Irving, playing alongside Luka
Doncic, has given Dallas the NBA's most

THE Nets’ championship window got

Brian Lewis
]

unique pair of closers. A locked-in Irving
entered Tuesday’s Game 4 averaging 27.7
points and 4.7 assists in the conference
finals. He finished with 16 points, four
assists and four turnovers in 42 minutes.

Irving had the Mavs on the brink of the
NBA Finals his Nets weren’t able to reach.

“I feel like it’s a great chapter that’s be-
ing written right now;”
Irving said. “I'm enjoy-
ing every step of the
way. I'm not taking any-
thing for granted.

“‘’m enjoying the
Dallas community and
the fans here. We talked
about this earlier in the
season, just how much I felt embraced.
But I think it’s gone a little deeper than
that. It’s really helped me grow as a hu-
man being and find my peace out here.”

There is a not-so-delicious irony in the
West Orange-bred Irving feeling more at
home in Texas.

Irving has credited much of his career
rebirth to Mavericks coach Jason Kidd,
who'd led those Nets teams that Irving
watched in the 2002 and ’03 Finals.

“Even when we had a [coaching] va-
cancy in Brooklyn I wanted to see if he
could come and coach us and be another
Brooklyn head coach,” Irving said earlier.

Instead, arguably the greatest guards
in Nets history are teaming up to lead
Dallas to the Finals instead.

“We don’t see that perception of what’s
been written in the past. We’re only in
the present,” Kidd said. “What he’s doing
is rewriting his journey.”

A mental-health proponent, Irving has
talked of spiritual and holistic well-be-
ing. Clearly, he finds himself in a better
headspace.

“It’s good to breathe fresh air and get
outside. Seasonal depression is real when
you're growing up up North,” Irving said.
“I spent 12 years in the Eastern Confer-
ence in three cold cities that deal with
four seasons. You come out here, you're
able to get outside and ground yourself a
little more, spend time with your family,

watch your kids run outside.”

Kidd praised Irving’s willingness to be
a second option to Doncic. In reality, he’s
accustomed to the role, having played be-
hind LeBron James, Durant and Harden.
He also shared the spotlight with Jayson
Tatum and Jaylen Brown in Boston.

Now he’ll likely face those two ex-
teammates, with a ring at stake.

When Boston swept its way into the
Finals, their fans poured out into the
streets chanting “F--k Kyrie! F--k Kyrie!”

Celtics fans, salty since Irving’s depar-
ture in free agency, have showered him
with profanity since, one even throwing a
bottle at him in his 2021 TD Garden return.

On Monday ex-Celtics big man Ken-
drick Perkins implored their fans to be-
have appropriately and not poke the bear.

“OK, boo him, do whatever you want.

But please, I'm warning you guys, do
not take it over. Leave him alone,” Per-
kins said on ESPN. “We know that
they’re going to boo him. But the exces-
sive thing — like the things
where fans gotta get es-
corted out the arena —
leave him alone. I'm
telling y’all, it’s for
y’all best interest.
Leave that man
alone. That man is
playing his [butt]
off. He’s on a mis-
sion.”

It’s a mission Nets
fans once hoped would
be for them.

brian.lewis@
nypost.com
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WHAT A LONG, STRANGE
TRIP: Kyrie Irving entered
Tuesday on the brink of the NBA
Finals, his Mavericks with a
commanding lead in the Western
Conference Finals. It's a long way
from his epic meltdown with

the Nets last season,
following a disastrous
tenure that included
time missed for failing
to follow New York’s
vaccine mandate and
promoting an anti-
Semitic movie.
USA TODAY Sports;
Corey Sipkin

Timberwolves clip Mavericks to stay alive

chise’s 35 seasons.

By SCHUYLERDIXON ~ T'WOLVES 105
MAVERICKS 100 JUEY]
DALLAS — Karl-An-

nesota heads

Now third-seeded Min-
home for

but he and co-star Kyrie Ir-
ving were just 13-for-39
from the field. Irving, who

his

Towns, who picked up

fiftth foul midway

through the third quarter,

thony Towns scored 20 of
his 25 points in the second
half, and the Timber-
wolves held off the Maver-
icks, 105-100, on Tuesday
night to avoid a sweep in
the Western Conference fi-
nals.

Anthony Edwards had 29
points, 10 rebounds and
nine assists as the Wolves
stayed alive in their first
trip to the conference fi-
nals in 20 years, and just
the second in the fran-

Game 5 on Thursday night
to see if it can make the se-
ries even more interesting
against No. 5 seed Dallas.
Luka Doncic had 28
points, 15 rebounds and 10
assists in his sixth triple-
double of these playoffs,

was 14-0 in his career in
closeout games coming in,
finished with 16 points.

The Wolves have led in
the final five minutes of
the fourth quarter of every
game in the series, and this
time they finished.

put the Wolves ahead for
good on a 3-pointer with
5:41 remaining, then hit an-
other from deep the next
time down.

Edwards put the Wolves
up five with a jumper just
inside the arc with 39 sec-

onds left, and Minnesota
hung on despite Edwards
fouling Doncic on a made
3-pointer for a three-point
deficit with 12 seconds to
go.

Doncic missed the free
throw, and Naz Reid hit a
bucket to push the margin
back to five with 11 seconds
remaining. — AP
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New York Post, Wednesday, May 29, 2024

“From the benches, black with people
There went up a muffled roar
Like the beating of the storm-waves
On a stern and distant shore;
“KILL HIM! KILL THE UMPIRE!”
Shouted someone on the stand;
And it’s likely they'd have killed him
Had not Casey raised his hand ...”
— Ernest Lawrence Thayer

OME vyears ago, I asked a major
league manager I'd come to know well
about the umpire Angel Hernandez.

“You see he’s working a series, you know
he’s gonna f--k you once, and he’s probably
gonna f--k you a few more times after that,”
he said. “You just pray to God that the f--
king doesn’t come in the ninth inning and
cost you a ballgame.”

Tuesday morning, I reached out to that
same fellow and asked if he’d like to amend
that observation to commemorate Her-
nandez’s retirement from baseball.

“It’s a long game,” he said. “Sooner or
later he was gonna f--k you out of one.”

Here’s the thing, though.

It’s almost certain that Angel Hernandez
wasn’t the worst umpire of all time. Hell,
he didn’t even come out on top every time
when they’d poll players and managers
anonymously about who the worst mod-
ern-day umpires are.

(Though if he didn’t win, he almost al-
ways managed to place or show.)

That was hard to argue Tuesday, though.
If you Googled “worst umpires in MLB
history,” the first 40 posts were related to
Hernandez. Within an hour of the an-
nouncement beginning to circulate Mon-
day evening, there were soon more great-
est-hits packages of Angel Hernandez than
the Rolling Stones, the Eagles and Billy Joel
put together.

E’S OUT!

No one going to miss Angel Hernandez

EASY TO SEE: Aaron Boone was among the litany of major league managers
and coaches to point out what Angel Hernandez missed over the years. Fans,
especially in the era of social media, could see it 00.  Bill Kostroun; USA TODAY Sports

zones once in a while.

We'll just never know it.

‘We know every call Hernandez blew. Ev-
ery one.

And hey: It’s long been a part of attend-
ing a baseball game to give umpires hell
from the stands. That passage that led the

But it was Hernandez gy column? “Casey at the Bat”

who had the misfortune
of being, for three dec-
ades, the consensus worst
umpire in the game at a
time when every pitch —
literally every single pitch

was written in 1882, what
we consider a far more
genteel time, with specta-
tors wearing coats and ties
and bowler caps, women

Mike Vacecaro Pringing parasols along on

— was available on video.  p——— G Dot days. And even they

And every time vyou

would see a tweet or a TikTok that began
“you won'’t believe this call” ... well, before
you ever clicked you knew there was a
good chance Angel Hernandez’s name was
going to be there.

‘We can assume that, say, Nestor Chylak
and Ron Luciano blew their share of easy
calls — and we know this because there
really is grainy video of Billy Martin and
Earl Weaver coming especially unglued
as the result of those calls. There are 10
umpires (including Chylak) in the Hall of
Fame; we’ll have to take it on faith that
Cal Hubbard and Jocko Conlan and Hank
O’Day probably had inconsistent strike

wanted to kill the umpire.

Eight years ago, Noah Syndergaard
threw behind Chase Utley at Citi Field and
was ejected from the game; what’s best
known about that is the famous “ass in the
jackpot” blowup between Mets manager
Terry Collins and umpire Tom Hallion. It’s
a priceless and hilarious piece of video.
But I was there that night, in the stands,
and for a long uncomfortable while it
seemed the fans in the stands ... well, actu-
ally wanted to kill Hallion.

(Update: They did not. The Dodgers won
the game 9-1. After a while, most of the fight
was drained out of the fans.)

Other sports have refs that make fans

wince when they see them. Scott Fos-
ter is a fine NBA ref who is also
called “The Extender” because his
reputation is that if the NBA “wants”
a series to last a game or two longer,
he’s the man for the job. Rangers fans
have an APB out for NHL ref Kelly
Sutherland.

The late Rollie Massimino told me a
story once of losing a game early in his
career and getting jobbed for 40 minutes
by the refs, being so angry he walked the
mile back to the team hotel ... only to ar-
rive to see those same refs sharing a
pitcher of cheer with the home coach and
AD, after which he tore up his hotel room
like he was a member of Led Zeppelin.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: this may or may not
have happened at St. Bonaventure.)

So: No. Angel Hernandez wasn’t alone
in being terrible at the job of adjudicat-
ing sporting events. And also: No, he will
not be missed, not by fans, probably not
by his fellow umps, since he might have
been singularly responsible for the robo-
umps that’ll soon be a part of the game.
He did have the great misfortune of being
bad at his job at a moment in time when
everyone could see just how bad he was.
Tough luck.

mvaccaro@nypost.com

Reviled ump received financial package to exit: reports

By JUSTIN TASCH

MLB had apparently seen
enough, and Angel Hernan-
dez was seemingly willing
to walk away for the right
price.

The 62-year-old and MLB
worked out a financial set-
tlement that resulted in the
controversial umpire walk-
ing away from the league

after more than 30 years,
according to multiple re-
ports.

MLB approached Her-
nandez this season about
potentially retiring, accord-
ing to The Athletic, and
USA Today reported the
two sides spent the last two
weeks negotiating the set-
tlement.

Hernandez’s lawyer,

Kevin Murphy, told The
Athletic in a text message,
“He was NOT forced out.”
Hernandez, who last
worked an MLB game on
May 9, confirmed Monday
night that he was retiring.
“I have decided that I
want to spend more time
with my family” Hernandez
said in a statement. “Need-
less to say, there have been

many positive changes in
the game of baseball since I
first entered the profes-
sion. This includes the ex-
pansion and promotion of
minorities. I am proud that
I was able to be an active
participant in that goal
while being a Major League
umpire.”

Hernandez has been the
subject of criticism by play-

ers and fans for bad calls,
with his strike zone as a
home-plate umpire often
being the source of frustra-
tion.

He filed a lawsuit against
MLB in 2017 in which he al-
leged he had not become a
crew chief and did not re-
ceive World Series assign-
ments because of his race.
He also alleged Joe Torre,

who was working in base-
ball operations in the Com-
missioner’s Office, held an-
imosity toward him dating
back to his days as Yankees
manager.

The lawsuit was tossed in
2021, and a federal appeals
court denied Hernandez’s
request to reinstate the
case last year.

Jjtasch@nypost.com




ON DECK: vs. Dodgers

Wednesday, 4:10 p.m., TV, WCBS (380 AM)

LHP James Paxton

LHP David Peterson

PITCH BREAKDOWN

21% 25% 20%

4-Seamer i Sinker : Slider

2023 stats: 2024 stats:
3-8,5.03 ERA 5-0,3.49 ERA
Career vs. LAD: Career vs. NYM:
1-0, 6.75 ERA 2-1,3.92 ERA
Last start: Last start:

9/28/23, vs. MIA; Fri., at CIN;
71P,0ER,8S0 4.21P,5ER,4BB

PITCH BREAKDOWN

62% 27%

4-Seamer '

5%

Curve @ Cutter

THURSDAY: vs. D’backs, 7:10 p.m., SNY, WCBS

RHP Christian Scott vs. TBD

FRIDAY: vs. D’backs, 7:10 p.m., WPIX, Wi

RHP Luis Severino vs. TBD
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M Francisco Alvarez (thumb
surgery) is expected to begin a

rehab assignment with Double-A

Binghamton on Thursday.
M Kodai Senga, who has hit

several setbacks since suffering

a right shoulder capsule strain,
restarted a throwing program
five days after he received a
cortisone shot.

M Top prospect Jett Williams has a right wrist TFCC

sprain that will require a second cortisone shot.

By MARK W. SANCHEZ

The Mets might be reach-
ing an inflection point at
third base.

For about two weeks they
have carried both Mark
Vientos and Brett Baty in
what has amounted to a pla-
toon that has boosted the
club’s offense but compro-
mised its defensive flexibil-
ity. Francisco Lindor and Jeff
McNeil played all 19 innings
of Tuesday’s doubleheader
because the Mets had no
true backup middle infielder.

Manager Carlos Mendoza
acknowledged the Mets
were holding conversations
about how much longer the
club can proceed with such
an odd roster makeup.

“We gotta get through to-
day, check with [Lindor and
McNeil], see where we’re at,”
Mendoza said before the
Mets were swept in the dou-
bleheader by the Dodgers on
Day 5 of a 13-games-in-13-
days stretch. “Obviously,
we’ll ask for them to play
[every inning] today, and
we’ll see how it goes.”

The pair survived the pair
of games, McNeil saying just
that he was “fine” after an-
other long day.

The Mets’ third basemen
have been a surprising

Stearns says Mets’ 3B

platoon ‘cannot last’

strength since Vientos was
called up May 15. Baty, a
former top prospect who has
not turned Triple-A domi-
nance into consistent major

fender — even if he lost the
handle on a potential double-
play ball in Tuesday’s Game 1
loss — but Vientos has held
his own at third and has seen

league success

had struggled’( METS NOTES

for the early

his power play
against MLB
pitching. In his

going of the season but hit
better since the righty-hit-
ting Vientos arrived and
taken the majority of the at-
bats against lefties.

Baty is the superior de-

first 11 games of the season,
the 24-year-old Vientos has
blasted three homers and
holds a1.124 OPS.

“This is a tough one.
There’s no easy solution

Wrist surgery in play for Jett

The Mets’ top prospect has not played in over five
weeks and does not have a timetable for a return.

Jett Williams, a middle infielder/center fielder who
shot all the way to Double-A during a breakout 2023 sea-
son, has what the club is calling a right wrist TFCC
sprain that already required one cortisone shot.

Williams is expected to receive a second injection
after the first did not cure the soreness. President of
baseball operations David Stearns said surgery could be
an option if the follow-up shot also does not fix the is-
sue. The Mets expect to know more in the next week to

10 days.

— Mark W, Sanchez

here,” president of baseball
operations David Stearns said.
“I do think we have two play-
ers who deserve to be in the
big leagues, and that’s why
they’re both here right now.

“I've also been consistent
that this present roster con-
struction cannot last in per-
petuity. At some point we’re
going to have to get slightly
more conventional. But we
have two guys who I think
have demonstrated they re-
ally deserve to be in the big
leagues.”

» Expect Francisco Alva-
rez back within a few weeks.

The Mets catcher is set to
begin a rehab assignment
Thursday with Double-A
Binghamton, a little over five
weeks since April 23 surgery
on a torn ligament in his left
thumb.

Alvarez has begun taking
batting practice and catching
while using a brace on his
thumb, which he will con-
tinue to wear during games.
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TWO BAD!

Mets sink to season-worst 10 games
under .500 after Dodgers sweep twin hill

New York Post, Wednesday, May 29, 2024

By MARK W. SANCHEZ

David Stearns laid out his
team’s predicament hours be-
fore first pitch.

“We’ve had challenges at times
during the course of the year of
lining up all phases of our team,”
the Mets team president said.
“We've had some really good
starts where we haven’t hit.
We've had some days where we
strung together really quality at-
bats, where we probably haven’t
pitched quite well enough or
where we've had defensive
lapses that have cost us runs and
ultimately cost us games.”

As if on cue, the Mets went
out and showed off strengths
that were immediately nullified
by weaknesses. When they
pitched brilliantly in Game 1,
their defense let them down.
They patched up their fielding
for Game 2, only for their of-
fense to disappear.

It does not seem to matter
how much one aspect of the
team stars — like Tylor Megill,
who threw seven scoreless in-
nings against maybe the best of-
fense in baseball in the matinee
— because another aspect of
the team will dim the brilliance.

The free-falling Mets
dropped both ends of a double-
header to the Dodgers in front
of 36,021 at Citi Field for a 14th
loss in the past 18 games. They
are losing games they should
win, like the 5-2, 10-inning
heartbreaker in the afternoon.

“We’ve got good players in
this room,” said Jeff McNeil,
who spiked his bat after his
ninth-inning, two-out, bases-
loaded pop-out in the opener.
“We’ve lost a lot of close games
— I feel like every game we’ve
played has been close. We ha-
ven’t been getting blown out.

“Unfortunately, we’re finding
ways to lose right now.”

And they are losing the games
that they should lose, like the
3-0 nightcap. Jose Quintana was
perfectly fine over six, three-run
innings, but the Mets finished
with three hits and did not

DOUBLE DREADER: Jose Quintana, who allowed three
earned runs over six innings, reacts after allowing a homer to
Will Smith in the first inning of the Mets’ 3-0 loss to the Dodgers

in the nightcap of the doubleheader.

reach second base against Gavin
Stone and the Dodgers bullpen.

The Mets (22-32) are a sea-
son-worst 10 games under .500.
The only teams with worse
records in all of MLB are the
Angels, Rockies, Marlins and
White Sox.

Robert Sabo

Mendoza’s group was ahead,
2-0, on an early Francisco Lin-
dor homer before Mets defend-
ers forced Reed Garrett and
Jake Diekman essentially to get
six outs in the eighth inning.

Lindor and Brett Baty

couldn’t get a

In the opener, DODGERS 5 PSRN | .1dle on a cou-

the Mets looked METS
angry as mis-

2RULLITIEN ple  potential

double-play balls

played balls DODGERS 3 JPSESPRN (hat allowed the
added up to a METS 02 XY Dodgers a
loss. By the end chance that they

of the night, the Mets looked
resigned. At-bats went quickly
against Stone, who was domi-
nant over seven innings.

“I know we’re better than
that, and they know they’re bet-
ter than that,” manager Carlos
Mendoza said after his team
moved to 3-7 in extra-inning
games. “It’s tough. We want to
go out there and perform and
we’re not right now.”

In a season of long days,
Tuesday was especially gruel-
ing. The first game set a poor
tone that was never righted.

cashed in with a Freddie Free-
man RBI single.

The Dodgers got the tying
run in the top of the ninth,
when Mendoza turned to
Adam Ottavino and not the
struggling Edwin Diaz for a
save that was blown. With run-
ners on the corners, Chris Tay-
lor tried a squeeze bunt, and
Ottavino tried to spear it out of
the air. The ball bounced just
before his glove and then
bounded away from him, allow-
ing the game-tying run.

“For some reason, we can't

make some plays, and that hap-
pens,” Quintana said in trying
to evaluate the team’s spiral.
“That’s part of the game.
We know everybody in
here is pushing the same
Wa}’,”

The Mets missed an-
other chance in the bot-
tom of the inning. They
loaded the bases with
just one out, and Ty-
rone Taylor got ahead
3-0 in the count. But
Taylor took two
strikes then popped
out. McNeil followed
with his own pop-out
and bat-spike, ending
the last true threat of
the night.

In the 10th, Jorge
Lopez served up the
go-ahead, RBI single
to Mookie Betts be-
fore Freeman, the
perpetual  Mets-
killer, added a
two-run shot that
prompted “Fred-
die” chants from a
Queens  crowd
that had been
overtaken by
Dodgers fans.

As it turned out,
those might have
been the loudest
cheers for the rest
of the night. The
Mets’ offense con-
sisted of three sin-
gles in the blink-and-
you-missed-it nightcap.

Before the double-
header, Stearns suggested
he would wait until the
deadline for his buy-or-sell
decision. The Mets then
played as if his decision
would be an easy one.

“I know it’s not pretty right
now,” Mendoza said. “But at
the end of the day, you've
got to go out there and get
the job done, and we’re
not doing that right
now.”

msanchez
@nypost.com

TOSSED ASIDE:

Jeff McNeil goes to
spike his bat after
popping out with the
bases loaded during
the ninth inning of
the Mets’ 5-2 loss to
the Dodgers in the
first game of a twin
bill. AP




here — what it is ain’t exactly

clear. But there’s one thing I
know for sure.

Whatever it is, it isn’t David
Stearns’ fault.

Stearns’ Mets fell to an almost
unthinkable 22-32 after continu-
ing bullpen and lineup failures led
to two more losses in a double-
header sweep at the hands of the
Dodgers, MLB’s second priciest
team. The Mets — who are, yes,

the priciest team — now hold

the fifth-worst record in
MLB and are on pace to
g0 66-96. So of
course, it’s no

surprise

some
folks are

saying
Stearns is
just a small-market GM, or worse.
None of it is close to fair or true.
This isn’t his team, by price more
than 90 percent of it isn’t (more
on that calculation below). This

isn’t his mess.

The Mets’ baseball president
was given ample opportunity (by
me and others) to pile on about
the terribleness that preceded
him in his once-a-homestand
state of the Mets interview ses-
sion, and to his credit, he didn’t
take the opportunity. He painted
an accurate portrayal of their real-
ity — “we haven’t played well
enough ... we haven’t played like a
playoff team” — but he didn’t
point fingers (truth be told, he has
barely enough fingers per previ-
ous faux pas).

And since he didn’t, we will
have to do the dirty work. (More
on the many mistakes below.)

Before anyone trashes Stearns,
let’s examine how he’s doing.

His biggest winter deal went to
Sean Manaea, who got $28 million
over two years and can opt out
after this year, which he probably
will do. Manaea has pitched like
No. 3 starter at worst, which
makes him a relative bargain.

Stearns spent $13 million on
Luis Severino, the talented long-

I "M NOT sure what’s happening

MISSED OPPORTUNITY: Adam Ottavino is unable to field a Chris Taylor bunt, which allowed the ty-

ing run to score during the ninth inning in Game 1 of the doubleheader.

time Yankee and self-described
“worst pitcher” in the bigs last
year, and he’s been dominant at
times.

Stearns spent $8.5 million on
Harrison Bader, and Bader is
bringing sterling defense in cen-
ter field and extremely clutch hit-
ting, especially by Mets stan-
dards. One could quibble and say
Stearns could have waited and
found a cheaper center fielder
(Michael A. Taylor went for half
that later).

Stearns allocated $2 million to
Jorge Lopez, who’s been a bullpen
plus.

The only deal of real conse-
quence that hasn’t produced
much is the trade Stearns made
with his former Brewers team.
Tyrone Taylor is solid but he’s

Jon Heyman
|

Bader lite, and original rotation
mate Adrian Houser had to be de-
moted to the bullpen.

J.D. Martinez for $12 million is
just getting started. Jake Diekman
has been fair for $4 million, Joey
Wendle was bad and is gone for
$2 million and Shintaro Fujinami
hasn’t appeared for $2 million.

Still, in total, that represents
only about 7 percent of what his
predecessors spent in free
agency/extensions. This isn’t on
him.

Robert Sabo

Before Stearns arrived, $1 bil-
lion dollars-plus in multi-year
contracts was handed out to play-
ers that Steve Cohen’s still paying.

The largesse went to future Hall
of Famers and frenemies (Max
Scherzer $130 million, Justin Ver-
lander $86.7 million), an All-Star
shortstop (Francisco Lindor $341
million), an All-Star outfielder
(Starling Marte $78 million), a
record-setting closer (Edwin Diaz
$102 million), a potential ace
(Kodai Senga $75 million), a
former batting champion (Jeff
McNeil $50 million), a star on the
rise (Brandon Nimmo $162 mil-
lion) and a fellow who must be a
champion negotiator (James
McCann $42 million), plus a trio
of relative cheapies — Eduardo
Escobar ($20 million), Jose Quin-

tana ($28 million) and Omar Nar-
vaez ($15 million).

Not one of those deals looks
like a bargain. Just ask yourselves
this: Do any of these players re-
gret signing?

The one for McCann is espe-
cially perplexing. The Mets prob-
ably should have signed J.T. Real-
muto.

The pre-Stearns Mets actually
called Realmuto and suggested
they’d pay “about $125 million” if
he went early, but to his camp it
seemed too quick. He wound up
signing for $115.5 million. Perhaps
he was one guy who preferred to
be in Philadelphia. (You can’t
blame him the way things have
turned out.)

The players who did sign are
better than their numbers, which
brings hope better days lie ahead.
Nimmo has been especially un-
lucky. His expected batting num-
bers are actually excellent (he’s
10th in expected wOBA at .398),
though that isn’t doing much
good at the moment.

Lindor brings very good de-
fense, he posted a 30-30 season
last year and is an upbeat pres-
ence in the clubhouse. But he isn’t
living up to his contract, and it’s
not helpful to have a .210 hitter
batting third or first.

McNeil hasn’t been the same
player since signing. There was a
thought in the organization at the
time that he’d be even better once
the shift was outlawed, and he
may be the one player where the
opposite appears true.

Stearns said these are “quality
players” with “track records” and
expects that when we all look up
at the end of the year they’ll be
having seasons they, we and ev-
eryone else expects.

Maybe so, but before Stearns
led the baseball operation, a case
could be made that there was only
one deal that looks like a bargain
today. That may be the near-
record deal for about $50 million
guaranteed (plus incentives) that
went to Stearns himself.

jheyman@nypost.com

Stearns not thinking ahout trade deadline despite struggles

By MARK W. SANCHEZ

Dodgers, with the third-
worst record in the NL but

end of the month.
“So we’ll continue to

A week and a half later,
Stearns reiterated that the

have a group of players
that is very committed to

expectations of them-
selves,”  Stearns  said.

The Marlins, sitting 15
games under .500 in early
May, jumped the market
and sold off batting-cham-
pion Luis Arraez to the Pa-
dres.

Don’t expect the Mets to
follow suit. David Stearns
wants to give the team at
least a couple more
months to prove itself.

The team president sug-
gested that major changes
to the Mets — who fell to
10 games under .500 after
losing both games of Tues-
day’s twin bill against the

just 6 games back of a
wild-card spot — will not
arrive until around the July
30 trade deadline.

“We’ve got plenty of time
before that,” Stearns said
before the doubleheader.
“Throughout the month of
July you are preparing for
the deadline and having
conversations. I think ev-
ery single year takes on a
little bit of a different pace.

But throughout the
month of July, you're pre-
paring. You also don’t need
to make decisions until the

evaluate where we are.”
The Mets found them-
selves having dropped 14
of their past 18 games, sev-
eral in gut-wrenching fash-
ion, and already 15 games
back in the NL East.
When Stearns last ad-
dressed the media May 16
in Philadelphia, he said he
believes in the track
records around the club-
house and that this club
can still make a run. The
Mets had lost seven of the
10 games since that pro-
nouncement.

talent around the team still
has him believing, but he
acknowledged the team’s
play has not reflected its
talent level.

“We haven'’t played like a
playoff team, and I think
that’s a reality of how
we’ve played here through
the first 50 games,” said
Stearns, who added that
despite the Marlins’ deci-
sions, the trade talk has
been typically quiet for
late May. “That doesn’t
mean we won’t, but we
gotta show it. I think we

that goal, that is deter-
mined to play better. But
until we show it, it’s a rea-
sonable question.”

Several of Stearns’ off-
season moves — notably
bringing in Luis Severino,
Sean Manaea, Harrison
Bader and J.D. Martinez —
have proven solid in the
first few months of the
season. It is the holdovers,
from Jeff McNeil to Fran-
cisco Lindor to Pete
Alonso to Edwin Diaz,
who have taken steps back.

“I think they have higher

“These are players who
have really quality, at
times elite, track records
in this league, and at peri-
ods of the year we have
guys who have struggled.
And great players, top
players, fight through that.
I think our guys will.

“I think they would ex-
pect ,and I would expect,
when we look up at the end
of the year, they’re going to
have seasons that more
greatly resemble the types
of players they’ve been
throughout their careers.”
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Soto a franchise-hoosting

‘centurion’: agent Boras

By GREG JOYCE

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Juan Soto
needs little help endorsing himself
ahead of his looming free agency, his
top-tier talent speaking for itself.

But his agent, Scott Boras,

free agents, and Soto is currently
making $31 million in his final year
of arbitration. He added to his ap-
peal with his 15th home run of the
season Tuesday, a solo blast in the
first inning. He finished 2-for-5 with
a pair of RBIs.

has added a new line to
Soto’s résumé: “centurion,”
as in one of the top 100 play-
ers to ever play the game.

“I don’t think centurions,
for any team, are what you
would consider a cost to a
team, because it’s franchise-
appreciation addition,” Bo-
ras told reporters on Tues-
day from his suite at Angel
Stadium before the Yankees’

Still, Steinbrenner has
said he hopes to start con-
tract talks with Soto and
Boras during the season,
even if it remains over-
whelmingly likely that
Soto reaches free agency,
when the then-26-year-old
outfielder is expected to
land a contract in excess
of $500 million.

“In general, centurion-

4-3 loss. “So whatever your
franchise is worth, a centu-
rion on your team would
thereby make the team
worth billions more.”
Boras’ comments came after Hal
Steinbrenner said last week that the
Yankees’ payroll this season — cur-
rently about $313 million for luxury-
tax purposes — was “simply not sus-
tainable.” The Yankees do have
roughly $40 million set to come off
the books next season in pending

SCOTT
BORAS

type players add literally
millions and millions of
dollars to a franchise
value,” Boras said. “The
opportunity for investment like this
comes along in an owner’s career
very rarely.

“When you represent a centurion
... you don’t worry about what the
cost of them to a franchise is be-
cause they increase the value of a
team. The only cost you worry about
is the cost to build a monument.”

Boras said he and Steinbrenner
“talk all the time” and have a “re-
ally good relationship.”

After Steinbrenner’s comments
earlier this month about hoping to
engage with Soto and Boras, the
Yankees star said his “door is al-
ways open.”

“If they want to call Scott and
start talking about it, it’s up to
them,” Soto said May 16. “Scott, they
know his phone number and every-
thing. They know where to call. For
me right here, I'm focusing on play-
ing baseball. My thing is try to help
the team to win as much games as
we can and try to focus on winning a
championship.”

The Nationals and Padres have
both previously tried to extend Soto,
only to end up trading him. Soto re-
iterated Friday, in his return to San
Diego, that he was not closing any
doors with regard to free agency.

“Whoever wants to talk about
deals, 'm open to dealing with any-
body,” Soto said. “But that’s going to
be in the future. We’re going to see if
we make it to the future, but right
now, I'm focusing on 2024. I'm a
Yankee right now. My goals are re-
ally clear, to win a championship.”

[Gettylimages; USASTODAY/Sporits

TAG, YOU'REIT!
Angels catcher Logan

DJ returns,

By GREG JOYCE

ANAHEIM, Calif. — DJ
LeMahieu returned to the
Yankees’ lineup Tuesday in
an unfamiliar spot: batting
ninth.

YANKEES
NOTES

In an indication of how
deep and balanced the
lineup has become, rather
than what they think of
LeMahieu, the veteran third
baseman brought up the rear
Tuesday in his season debut,
a4-3loss to the Angels.

“I wouldn’t change a
whole lot with our offense
right now,” LeMahieu said
with a grin before going
0-for-3 with a walk and a run
scored. “But I'm looking for-
ward to it. 'm just looking
forward to being part of the
lineup. I'll lurk down there
in the bottom of the order.”

While LeMahieu went

hitless, his three outs were
smoked off the bat with
three flyouts at 101.7 mph,
99.5 mph and 972 mph, an
encouraging sign moving
forward.

“He looked really good,”
manager Aaron Boone said.
“Kind of embodied our
night a little offensively. I
thought he had four good
at-bats, hit the ball [on] the
barrel.”

Though Boone had spoken
this spring about wanting
LeMahieu to be his leadoff
hitter, that was before the 35-
year-old suffered a non-dis-
placed foot fracture from
fouling a ball off himself,
which ended up costing him
two months of the season,
and before Anthony Volpe
entrenched himself at the top
of the lineup.

Still, the Yankees were ex-
cited to finally get LeMa-
hieu back, making what has
been one of the majors’
most productive lineups
even deeper — as long as

batting

DJ LeMAHIEU

LeMabhieu is fully past his
foot issue.

“It’'s been a long time
coming,” Boone said. “I just
know how much he’s
wanted to get back in there
and be with these guys and
be a part of this. He is al-
ready such a big part of it,
but I know that getting him
back in the lineup and the
length he can add to our
lineup is great.”

Boone spoke to LeMahieu
on Monday about batting
ninth and was not surprised
that he was willing to do
whatever the team needed.

Montefiore Einstein

in odd spot

» Anthony Volpe ex-
tended his career-high hit-
ting streak to 20 games with
a single in the second in-
ning. It marked the longest
hitting streak by a Yankee
since Robinson Cano’s 23-
game streak in 2012.

» Jon Berti is expected to
miss six to eight weeks with
his high-grade calf strain, the
infielder said Tuesday, after
suffering the injury busting
out of the box on Friday night
in San Diego.

Berti, who is in a walking
boot, received a PRP injec-
tion Tuesday to help with
the recovery.

» Gerrit Cole threw a
side session on Tuesday in
Tampa and is scheduled to
face hitters again on Thurs-
day. If that goes well, he
could begin a rehab assign-
ment on June 4. ... The Yan-
kees activated Ian Hamil-
ton off the COVID IL on
Tuesday.

O’Hoppe tags out Yankees
base-runner Gleyber
Torres at home. That run
could have made a
difference in what became
a 4-3 Yankees loss
Tuesday. Nestor Cortes
(inset) became the 15th
straight starter to go at
least five innings and allow
two or fewer runs, a record
that goes back to 1893.

By GREG JOYCE

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The
Yankees’ rotation entered the
record books Tuesday night,
but the bullpen and defense
could not hold up their end of
the bargain to make sure it re-
sulted in a win.

After a fielding error by An-
thony Rizzo extended the
eighth inning — it was later
changed to a hit — Clay
Holmes entered to protect a
one-run lead with two men on
and his first pitch was ripped
for a two-run double that sunk
the Yankees in a 4-3 loss to the
Angels at Angel Stadium.

DJ LeMahieu, in his season
debut, and Juan Soto both put
charges into balls in the top of

ANGELS 4 Boxscore
YANKEES 3 [EEZPTSY

the ninth, but both fell short of
tying the game.

Ex-Yankee Willie Calhoun
had led off the bottom of the
eighth inning with a single be-
fore Luke Weaver retired the
next two batters. But Luis Ren-
gifo came up next and hit a
ground ball to Rizzo’s right.
The first baseman knocked it
down but could never get a
clean handle on it, allowing
Rengifo to reach safely.

“That play needs to be
made,” Rizzo said. “Just over-
slid it and it bounced off my
glove. That play needs to be
made. Clay comes in, gives up

Official Hospital of the New York Yankees




a hit. Shouldn’t have been in the
game [yet] if I make that play. So
it’s a tough one.”

Holmes then entered the game
and promptly gave up the lead
when Taylor Ward drilled an inside
sinker for a two-run double over
Alex Verdugo’s head in left field.

“I was trying to get him on the
ground and just got beat on that
pitch,” Holmes said. “He put a
good swing on that sinker and
pulled it in the air, which doesn’t
happen very often.”

The Yankees (37-19) entered the
night 33-1 when leading after
seven innings, with Weaver and
Holmes being their two most reli-
able bullpen arms through the
first two months of the season.
But their defense let them down
for a second straight game.

Montefiore Einstein
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Sunday against the Padres, a
Gleyber Torres error opened the
door for a four-run inning that
turned the game, with Rizzo also
bobbling a bunt during the deci-
sive rally. Rizzo, a four-time Gold
Glove first baseman, had a rough
start to the season defensively but
had been better before the past
two games, Tuesday’s miscue al-
lowing the Angels (21-33) to sneak
away with the win.

The late drama wasted a strong
outing from Nestor Cortes, who
gave up a pair of runs across 53
innings. In the process, the Yan-
kees’ rotation’s strong run of late
turned historic.

Cortes became the 15th straight
starter to pitch at least five innings
and allow two runs or fewer,
breaking the MLB record since

1893 (when the mound moved
back to its current distance of 60
feet, 6 inches).

During that stretch, Yankees
starters have combined to post an
ERA of 0.99 — all without reign-
ing AL Cy Young winner Gerrit
Cole — while going 11-4.

“I think we’ve done a good job in-
ternally to make this a little compe-
tition amongst ourselves,” Cortes
said. “I feel like everybody that
goes out there the night before, you
want to trump that. You want to
pitch better than him or have a bet-
ter line. I guess that’s the motivat-
ing part about us. We all want to go
into the sixth or seventh inning.”

Juan Soto went deep and short
to provide the Yankees their first
two runs of the night. He demol-
ished a 424-foot home run in the

first inning and later added a bloop,
RBI single to left field, tying the
game 2-2 in the fourth inning.

Austin Wells then put the Yan-
kees ahead in the fifth. The catcher
roped a double to right field, scor-
ing Rizzo from second base for the
3-2 lead, though Torres was thrown
out at home trying to score from
first on the play.

The Yankees had plenty of loud
contact off Angels right-hander
Griffin Canning — 10 of the 19 balls
they put in play against him came
off the bat harder than 95 mph —
but they had just three runs to
show for it.

“I thought we swung the bats re-
ally well tonight for only three runs,”
manager Aaron Boone said. “Just
weren’t able to really break it open.”

gjoyce@nypost.com

INJURY REPORT

B DJ LeMahieu (non-displaced
foot fracture) returned from
the 60-day injured list Tuesday,
playing third base and batting
ninth in his season debut.

M Reliever Nick Burdi has been
in New York getting treatment
for his right hip inflammation,
the same injury that cost him
nearly a month earlier this

season.

at Angels
Wed., 9:40 p.m., Amazon Prime,
WFAN (660 AM, 101.9 FM)

2024 stats:
6-1,2.11 ERA

Career vs. LAA:
First start

Last start:
Thu., vs. SEA;
6.11P,1H,0ER

PITCH BREAKDOWN

56% 271% 11%

Fastball | Change @ Slider

2024 stats:
5-4,2.52 ERA

Career vs. NYY:
0-0, 3.60 ERA

Last start:
Wed., at HOU;
8.01P,6 H,1ER

PITCH BREAKDOWN

1% 35% 19%

Fastball | Change : Cutter

THURSDAY: at Angels,
9:40 p.m., YES, WFAN
LHP Carlos Rodon vs.
LHP Patrick Sandoval
FRIDAY: at Giants
10:15 p.m., YES, WFAN
TBD vs. TBD

Official Hospital of the New York Yankees
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OUT IN THE

the Rangers had
trouble keeping up

COLD: Once again

with the Panthers, an
after the Blueshirts w7
put together a

promising first

period.  Getty Images

- e =5
:---IIII

FLORIDA
PANTHERS

After best period of séries, Rangers can’t get anything

UNRISE, Fla. — This was

not the ending Blake

Wheeler deserved but it
surely was the end result that the
Rangers earned.

You look at the score, 3-2 in
overtime for the Puddy Tats with
a pair of power-play goals includ-
ing Sam Reinhart’s dagger at 1:12
with Wheeler in the box. You see
that the other one was scored
three seconds after the Blueshirts
killed one off. It might strike you
that the Blueshirts were able to
pretty much hold their own
against a desperate opponent.

You would be wrong.

Because after the first period
that represented the Blueshirts’
best 20 minutes of the series if
not the entire tournament, they
caved. They were overwhelmed.
They yielded a flurry of odd-man
rushes against. They defended
nearly the entire remaining 41
minutes, out-attempted 59-14

after the first period at five-on-
five after holding a 15-12 edge in
the first in which they took a 1-0
lead.

This was not about being
mauled physically. This was
about  being

heavyweight Eastern fight to ad-
vance to the Cup final, with
Game 5 coming up at the Garden
on Thursday. Home ice will mean
nothing if Artemi Panarin, Mika
Zibanejad and Chris Kreider, spe-

cifically but not

outplayed dra- I cxclusively,
matically. cannot find
“There are more. It will
going to Dbe mean nothing if
those swings, the Rangers
we were obvi- can’t reverse
ously happy Larry Brooks thc ~ special
with our first teams equation
. | B
period, but that is 5-2 for

maintaining it, we know they’re
going to come out desperate and
we have to raise our level,” Jacob
Trouba said. “The first period,
we were more on our toes and
then we were on our heels really
for the rest of the game.

“We have to match that level
going back to New York.”

It’'s a best-of-three in this

Florida.

We know that it is hard out
there and that Zibanejad is going
against bigger, stronger, more
physically inclined opponents.
But this was a particularly diffi-
cult night for No. 93, who only re-
corded a 1515 attempts share
when on the ice.

And it was No. 93 whose pass

just inside the line to Wheeler
was errant enough for the Pan-
thers to make it a turnover that
forced No. 17 to pull down Alek-
sander Barkov pretty much in
alone. Adam Fox had a bad
change, compounding the prob-
lem. It could have been a penalty
shot. The Rangers would have
likely preferred that given the
level at which Igor Shesterkin
displayed throughout.

Again, though, the Kreider-Zib-
anejad connection was stifled.
Jack Roslovic opened the match
on the BFF’s right side but was
replaced early in the second by
Kaapo Kakko with head coach
Peter Laviolette doing some line
juggling.

Moving the furniture around
had little impact on the team’s
performance. Panarin made a
neat low-to-high pass to set up
Vincent Trocheck for his eighth
goal of the tournament to give

the Rangers a 1-0 lead on the
power play at 8:51, but that was
pretty much it. I know it’s hard
for Panarin, too, but No. 10 had
only one shot on three attempts.
He has eight shots on 22 attempts
in the series. This just will not
do.

And again, it’s hard, they're
playing a bigger, stronger team,
but this is it. This is no-excuse
territory. The Rangers need to
step up and meet this challenge.
They’ve overcome one obstacle
after another but the Puddy Tats
are a whole different animal.

Get this. After four games, the
Rangers have outscored the Pan-
thers 7-5 at five-on-five. But Flor-
ida has a 5-2 edge on special
teams. That’s a slice of upside-
down cake if I've ever seen one.

One of the Blueshirts’ spiritual
leaders, Wheeler was inserted in
the lineup for his first game since
the Feb. 15 match against Mon-
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going

treal in which he suffered a grue-
some right leg injury. His rehab ef-
fort has been documented as inspi-
rational and he played 9:18, prima-
rily on a unit with Barclay Goodrow
and Matt Rempe, who had his most
impactful game of the playoffs and
was justifiably rewarded by Lavio-
lette with four shifts in the third pe-
riod.

“It was a long road back and I
thought he came in there and [his
line] controlled the puck and had it
in the offensive zone,” Laviolette
said. “For his first game back in a
while I thought he was good.”

The Rangers are in some disarray
here. The Zibanejad line has been
stifled. Panarin has not been pro-
ductive. Special teams have become
an issue.

They are “The Shesterkin Show”
at the moment.

That’s not enough to get two more
victories, let alone six.

larry.brooks@nypost.com

By ETHAN SEARS

SUNRISE, Fla. — The feel-
good story of the night took a
hard left turn 59 seconds into
overtime.

That was when Blake Wheeler,
playing for the first time since

his right leg went the wrong

way and he crumpled to the
Madison Square Garden ice
on Feb. 15, found himself
chasing Aleksander Barkov
up the ice after the Rangers
turned the puck over.
Wheeler, too slow to catch
up, didn’t have much choice
other than to take a penalty,
which he did — hooking Barkov.
Thirteen seconds of game time
later, the Panthers were cele-
brating a 2-2 draw in the series
after Sam Reinhart’s one-timer
won Game 4 for Florida, 3-2 in
overtime.

Wheeler, who had worked so
hard for the last three months to
get back on the ice, who had
watched and celebrated his
teammates for the first 13 games
of this run, for whom it surely
meant so much to be back with
the Rangers, was in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

It was as cruel as it gets for the
former Winnipeg Jets captain
who came to New York on a one-
year deal to chase a first Stanley
Cup title.

“It was a tough spot for him to
be in,” coach Peter Laviolette
said. “There was a lot of heat on,
a lot of pressure. It was more
what they did, I think, than him
doing something.”

Wheeler ended the night with
9:18 of ice time, minutes in which
it was clear at times that he was
getting up to speed, but with
which Laviolette was happy as a
whole.

Wheeler’s return soured

FLORIDA
PANTHERS

hy taking decisive penalty

HOOK, LINE & SINKER:
Blake Wheeler takes down
Aleksander Barkov with a hook
that set up the winning power
play for the Panthers in the
Rangers’ 3-2 overtime loss in
Game 4 on Tuesday. Getty Images

“I thought he came in and
there was times where [Barclay]
Goodrow, [Matt] Rempe and
Wheeler put it in the offensive
zone and they actually stayed
down there,” Laviolette said.
“Able to occupy some time and
spend some minutes down there.
First game back in a while. I
thought he was good.”

Given how the Rangers have
handled Filip Chytil’s return

from injury, managing his work-
load by sitting him for Game 4, it
would be a surprise to see
Wheeler in the lineup on a
nightly basis the rest of the way.

That Wheeler managed to play
at all on this stage is, on its own,
a testament to his determination.

“I think it speaks more to the
character of the guy. Just the
type of person he is,” captain Ja-
cob Trouba said. “Not everybody

would take the three-month
journey to work their way back
in that situation. That just speaks
to the character of the man, of
who he is. We saw how hard he
worked the past three-plus
months to come back and play
and contribute to our team.”

That Wheeler was on the ice,
in that spot, to take that penalty,
is a twist of the knife that is
tough to stomach.

Chytil gets some rest after three straight

By MOLLIE WALKER

SUNRISE, Fla. — Just as one Ranger who
was injured long term came out of the
lineup again, another made his triumphant
return.

Filip Chytil was relegated to the press box
Tuesday night in Game 4 of the Eastern
Conference Final, after the Czech forward
had played in three straight contests. Word
is that Chytil is healthy, but the team is look-
ing to manage his workload after his six-
plus-month layoff from game action with a
suspected concussion.

“It’s just part of Fil coming back after such
a long layoff and what we feel is best for him
to continue to move forward for us,” head
coach Peter Laviolette said after the Rangers
fell 3-2 in overtime Tuesday night at Amer-
ant Bank Arena. “You're asking a lot for a
guy that missed six months to come back in
and get up to that speed. This is part of the

" RANGERS NOTES

plan for him.”

Blake Wheeler, who had taken warm-ups
the previous two games but not line rushes,
finally managed to crack the lineup after
serving as an option in this round.

Tuesday night was his first game since suf-
fering a gruesome leg injury on Feb. 15,
which sidelined him for the rest of the regu-
lar season and through the first 13 games of
the playoffs.

“When he came out, I thought he gave us
some good minutes,” Laviolette said. “It was
a long road for him to get back. I thought he
came in and there was times where [Barclay]
Goodrow, [Matt] Rempe and Wheeler put it
in the offensive zone and they actually stayed
down there and were able to occupy some
time and spend some minutes down there.”

Without Chytil, Jack Roslovic slotted back

onto the right wing of the first line with
Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad, though
Kaapo Kakko found himself in that spot be-
ginning early in the second period.

The second line of Artemi Panarin, Vin-
cent Trocheck and Alexis Lafreniere re-
mained intact, while Will Cuylle returned to
the left wing of the third unit next to Alex
Wennberg and Kakko to start.

Y» Zibanejad’s picked-off pass at the blue
line forced Wheeler to take a hooking pen-
alty that led to Sam Reinhart’s overtime
winner in Game 4 Tuesday night.

“It’s making decisions,” the Swedish cen-
ter said. “I see him kind of coming towards
me, I think he’s open because [Cuylle] is go-
ing to the net, trying to make the play and
they poke it and go the other way, obviously.
I should have probably just made a different
play, or decision, but I made the decision
there then. I can’t change it now.”

(5]
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POWER PLAYS
By Ethan Sears

THREE STARS

SAM REINHART (above)

Reinhart’s goal in

overtime sent the series

back to New York tied at

two after a classic set of
games in Florida.

IGOR SHESTERKIN

The Rangers got what

might have been their

netminder’s best

performance of the series
as Shesterkin stopped a slew of high-
danger chances in the second half of
this game to keep his team in it.

SAM BENNETT

The Panthers’ chief

instigator had his

fingerprints all over this

one, scoring the tying
goal in the second period and playing
up the ice all night.

KEY STAT
8 Consecutive scoreless power

plays in a row by the Rangers

to begin the series until
Vincent Trocheck’s tally in the
first period of Game 4.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We can't afford lapses
like that. | don’t have
an explanation.”

— Peter Laviolette on the Rangers’
dropoff after the first period

THE SERIES

EASTERN CONFERENCE FINAL
Game 1: Panthers 3, Rangers 0
Game 2: Rangers 2, Panthers 1 (OT)
Game 3: Rangers 5, Panthers 4 (OT)

Game 4: Panthers 3, Rangers 2 (OT)
Series tied, 2-2

Thursday: at Rangers, 8 p.m., ESPN
Saturday: at Panthers, 8 p.m., ABC
Monday*: at Rangers, 8 p.m., ESPN

* if necessary
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By MOLLIE WALKER

SUNRISE, Fla. — So the Eastern Con-
ference Final has come down to the best
of three.

After both the Rangers and Panthers
split at home through the first four games,
with Florida taking a 3-2 win on Sam Rein-
hart’s power-play goal just over a minute
into overtime of Game 4 Tuesday night at
Amerant Bank Arena, the best team on
the Eastern Seaboard will be revealed by
who can come away with two more victo-
ries in this grueling crusade of a series.

PANTHERS 3 OT, Game 4
RANGERS 2 Sum., P. 39

The first of the final back-and-forth bat-
tles will be Thursday night at Madison
Square Garden.

“We know what we have to do better,”
said Mika Zibanejad, whose offensive-
zone pass was picked off and forced Blake
Wheeler to take a hooking penalty that set
the Panthers up for their game-winning
goal in the extra period with the man-ad-
vantage. “We know what we have to do
more of and the recipe to get the game our
way and to tilt the ice the other way.”

The Rangers both led and trailed in this
one, but the final 40 minutes of regulation
largely belonged to the Panthers. Such has
been the case for a majority of this series,
in which Florida has generated suffoca-
ting offensive stretches.

Getting outshot 27-10 and having to de-
fend 14 high-danger chances in compari-
son to their two, according to Natural Stat
Trick, the Blueshirts are going to have a
tough time pulling out two more wins
with how much time they’re getting
pinned in their own end.

“We’re spending a little bit too much
time playing defense, especially in the
second period,” head coach Peter Lavio-
lette said, referring to how the Panthers
took a 2-11ead on a goal from Sam Bennett
and a power-play score from Carter Ver-
haeghe in the middle frame. “That hap-
pened last game as well and so we’re not
able to move and generate the way that we
want to out there. They come at you hard,
they dump a lot of pucks, they forecheck
hard.

“So you’re not spending time in the
right zone, like [Chris Kreider and Ziban-
ejad], they want to get out of the defensive
zone, they want to get into the offensive
zone where they can make an impact in
the game. That’s something I thought we
did a much better job at home.”

As strong as the Rangers’ first period
was, the Panthers’ second and third peri-
ods were even stronger.

The opening 20 minutes represented
the Rangers’ best period of the series thus
far. Not only were they on the attack so
much more, but the visitors made quicker
decisions with the puck and managed to
disrupt some of what the Panthers were
trying to do in transition and in their
zone.

The power play also snapped an 0-for-8
skid in the series on a one-timer from Vin-
cent Trocheck in the first period, as the

NOT THEIR NIGHT: Tuesday’s Game 4 was one of frustration for the Rangers, as
Igor Shesterkin (left) leaves the ice after allowing a goal in overtime (top) in a 3-2
Game 4 loss to the Panthers. Mika Zibanejad (above), meanwhile, clanged a shot off

the crossbar in the first period.

Rangers’ top man-advantage unit started
to resemble what it had looked like for a
majority of the playoffs.

It didn’t take long for the Panthers to
wear the Rangers down, however, as the
home team kicked it into overdrive to out-
work their opponents as the game pro-
gressed.

Alexis Lafreniere did make it possible
for the Rangers to reach overtime.

The once-underachieving first-overall
pick collected his third goal in two games
Tuesday night, a game-tying score early in
the third period that forced overtime, to
boost his postseason totals to seven goals
and 13 points in 14 games.

N.Y. Post: Charles Wenzelberg (3)

Goalie Igor Shesterkin also had to be
brilliant once again, but his 36 saves in
regulation were wasted.

So the Rangers need to take two of the
next three to make it count.

Two more wins to confirm they are in
fact the best team in the East.

Two more to earn the right to compete
for the Stanley Cup.

“Obviously, wanted to get that third one
and come back with a 3-11ead,” said Adam
Fox, who posted his first multi-point night
of the playoffs in the loss. “But just come
back on home ice next game and re-
spond.”

mwalkerl@nypost.com
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Offensive duo
get stuck on
the defensive

By ETHAN SEARS

SUNRISE, Fla. — After another game
where the best thing you could say about
the Rangers’ top line was that it wasn’t on
the ice for a goal against, it’s getting near
impossible to believe that’s enough.

If the Rangers’ own belief that they
need more from Mika Zibanejad and
Chris Kreider wasn’t betrayed by Peter
Laviolette rotating through right-wingers
for the pair in this game — starting with
Jack Roslovic in place of a scratched Filip
Chytil before moving to Kaapo Kakko —
then it sure was by Laviolette’s own pub-
lic assessment of his top line after the 3-2
overtime loss in Game 4 tied the series at
two.

“We’re spending a little too much time
playing defense, especially in the second
period,” he said. “That happened last
game as well. And so we’re not able to
move and generate the way we want out
there.”

Kreider and Zibanejad are sitting on
zero points apiece for the series, a stat
that might actually understate how dire
things have gotten for the BFFs.

Four games into the series, Kreider has
not yet recorded a shot on goal at five-on-
five. And though Zibanejad has ac-
counted for a few chances, the Rangers
have just a 22.92 expected goals percent-
age in his five-on-five minutes — which is
slightly better than Kreider’s 20.43 per-
cent mark.

Though they might not have been on
for a goal against as a line, each has been
on for a pair of goals against on their own.

“We’re not getting a lot of opportunities
to make plays, obviously,” Kreider told
The Post after Tuesday’s loss. “I think we
had a couple looks. We bury those, you
don’t ask me that question. So just gotta
be opportunistic.”

There were chances for the top line in
this one, albeit on a sparing basis. Zibane-
jad sent a centering feed for Kreider early
in the second that he couldn’t get on the
end of and Kreider returned the favor in
the third for a look that Sergei Bobrovsky
saved. Zibanejad had what looked to be
an open-net chance on the power play in
the first, which Bobrovsky somehow got
to before the puck ringed off the crossbar.

Any of those could have changed the
course of the game. But none changes the
underlying fact, which is that the Rangers
are spending far too much time defending
when their best players are on the ice.

“I think that they definitely had a hand-
ful of shifts that they were stacking in our
zone,” Kreider said. “We have to find
ways to tilt the ice and go the other way
and do that to them.”

They have to find it, and they have to
find it soon.

esears@nypost.com
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SPINNING WHEEII Pat Sajak will retire as

host of “Wheel Of Fortune” in a few short weeks, but Vanna
White (left) has no plans to stop turning those tiles. “When

[ heard that Pat was retiring, I thought maybe I should retire
too, but 'm not ready,” the 67-year-old told TVInsider.

THE TRIBE HAS SPOKEN
“Survivor” host Jeff Probst (left)
announced that the pop star Sia

(right) has decided to stop

supporting her favorite
castaways via the Sia Prize.
Over the course of the show'’s
last 14 seasons, Sia gave out over
$1 million to her favorite players.

TV Wednesday

Former ‘SNL
star Jay
Pharoah on
his new game
show

By LAUREN SARNER

e’s ready to play
ball.

Former “Satur-
day Night Live”
star Jay Pharoah

hosts the new Fox game
show “The Quiz With
Balls.”

Premiering May 28, the
show features families as
they answer trivia ques-
tions and compete to win a
$100,000 cash prize — but
when they get answers
wrong, giant balls knock
them into a pool of water.

“The concept of “‘Wipe-
out’ crossed with ‘Family
Feud’ is a beautiful mix to-
gether,” Pharoabh, 36, told
The Post.

“So Ijust thought it was a
smart idea. You get to an-
swer questions, learn trivia
and see people get knocked
on their behinds into wa-
ter,” he continued. “And
some of you can’t swim, but
it’s fine! We’ve got a life-
guard out there just in
case.”

Pharoah added that he
thinks his relatives will
mock him for the show title.

“If 'm at Thanksgiving
this year and all my male
cousins and my uncles, they
want to say something, 'm
going to be like, ‘OK, who
bought the turkey this year?
Thank you. Shut up. Eat it,”
he said. “T’'ve made every-
body’s life easier this
Thanksgiving by having
this catered out of my
pocket. You think I did that
by not saying “balls”? No, I
did it by saying “balls” as
many times as I needed to
say it!”

He added: “’So, listen, I
think everybody should be
saying “balls” at this table.
They should thank the balls
... Let’s all be thankful for
the balls for providing us

this catered Thanksgiving
event.”

Pharoah, who is also
known for his voice acting
roles on “Family Guy,” “The

Simpsons” and “Invincible,”

was on “SNL” from 2010 to

THE BALL

2016. He became known for
his celebrity impressions,
such as Barack Obama, Will
Smith, Chris Rock and
DMX — and he said he’d
love to star in a biopic
about the latter.

Jay

Pharoah (left)
hosts the new FOX
game show “The Quiz
With Balls.”

During his time on that
show, he learned skills in
“live performance, and be-
ing able to shift at any mo-
ment.”

“I definitely got that from
‘SNL’ because sometimes

things will go haywire,
live. And you’ve got to
be able to adjust,
and think on your
feet,” he told The
Post. “And just be-
ing gregarious to
folks and making
every interaction
as amicable as pos-
sible.”
The comedian has
“no regrets” about his
time on “SNL.”

“I'm looking at Kenan
[Thompson] now. He’s
been up there for so long
I'm like, ‘Well damn, I
thought he was supposed to
leave at some point!’ I
learned a lot. Lorne Mich-
aels put me on the map.
Looking at all the opportu-
nities and things that have
sprouted from that, I
wouldn’t have been able to
get this [show] if I didn’t do
that. I promoted this on
‘The Tonight Show; be-
cause I have that relation-
ship over there. Everything
stems from your genesis.
And ‘SNL’ was the genesis.”

Pharoah is also currently
on a stand-up comedy tour.

“I have hecklers ... I've
said derogatory things to
folks who deserved it, be-
cause most of the time at
my shows, everybody has a
good time ... I have a
very respectful fol-
lowing in the
club,” he ex-
plained. “Online,
that’s totally dif-
ferent. You know,
there’s just crazy
people online and
say dumb things
all the time and
you kind of just
got to sift
through it. I get
heckled more on
Instagram than I
do at my
shows.”

Grammy-winning
singer Lizzo (above)
took to Instagram to
register her thoughts
about being parodied
in the recent “South
Park: The End Of

Obesity” special. “I'm
really that b**** and |
show you how to not
give a f***and I'll keep

ShOWing you s
not give af** " she
stated in a video

message.

Thanks
but no
thanks

Legendary soap opera
actress Susan Lucci
(left) turned down
ABC's offer to be “The
Golden Bachelorette,”
she told PEOPLE. The
77-year-old former
“All My Children”
mainstay said

“It wasn't
for me, but

| do love
watching.”
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What’s on Tonight

DRAMA

Boyz n the Hood: 5:30 p.m. on
VHI. Laurence Fishburne,
Cuba Gooding Jr. Three
young males thrive in the
mean streets of South
Central LA.

ADVENTURE

Gladiator: 8 p.m. on AMC.
Russell Crowe, Joaquin
Phoenix. Maximus sets
out to exact vengeance
against the emperor who
murdered his family.

DRAMA

Troy: 11:30 p.m. on AMC.
Brad Pitt, Eric Bana.
When a Trojan prince
steals a man’s wife, a war
of epic proportions
starts to begin.
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STEARNS SAYS HE WON’T RUSH TO BREAK UP' METS BEFORE DH SWEEP BY DODGERS'/ P. 47-45
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Igor Shesterkin, who kept the Rangers in the game with a series of spectacular saves, reacts as Aleksander Barkov celebrates Sam Reinhart’s
power-play goal to end the third straight overtime game of the series. The best-of-seven series returns to the Garden on Thursday night. P. 53-50
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