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Gove and Leadsom join
exodus from Tory party

Peter Walker
Kiran Stacey

Michael Gove and Andrea Leadsom
havejoined therecord-breaking num-
ber of Conservative MPs quitting the
Commons, with the former saying it
was time for a “new generation” to
lead the party.

Gove’s announcement in a letter
tweeted last night had been antici-
pated by some given the strong

Liberal Democrat challenge he faces
in his Surrey Heath constituency, but
added to the sense of Tories fleeing
in the face of a likely general elec-
tion loss.

It came as the Guardian learned
that Rishi Sunak will take today off
from campaigning and spend it in dis-
cussion with his closest advisers. His
aides insisted the move was not part
of an attempt to reset his campaign
after a first week plagued by missteps
and resignation announcements.

The total number of Tories saying
they will not stand again hasreached
78, beating the previous record of 72
from 1997.

An MP since 2005, Gove has been
central to Tory fortunes ever since.
Thelevelling up secretary had previ-
ously served as education secretary,
justice secretary, environment sec-
retary and chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster.

In his letter, Gove wrote that he
knew “the toll office can take, as do

those closest tome”. “No one in pol-

iticsisaconscript. We are volunteers
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who willingly choose our fate. And [ S,
thechancetoserveiswonderful. But | &
there comes a moment when you e

know that it is time to leave. That a ==

new generation should lead,” he said.
Leadsom released her own let-

ter shortly after Gove, writing to [
Sunak: “After careful reflection, I |
have decided not to stand as a can- |

didate in the forthcoming ee
election.”

UN top court
orders halt to
Rafah assault

Haroon Siddique
Lorenzo Tondo Jerusalem

The UN’stop court yesterday ordered
Israel to haltitsassault onthe south-
ern Gaza city of Rafah in aruling that
will ratchet up the pressure on the
increasingly isolated country.

The president of the international
court of justice, Nawaf Salam, said
the humanitarian situation in Rafah
had deteriorated and was now clas-
sified as “disastrous”, meaning the
ICJ’s previous provisional measures
had been insufficient.

He said the court had voted by
a majority of 13 to two that “Israel
shall, in conformity with its obliga-
tions under the convention on the
prevention and punishment of the
crime of genocide ... immediately
halt its military offensive and any
otheractioninthe Rafah governorate
which may inflict on the Palestinian

» group in Gaza conditions of ee
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UN court
orders
halt to
[srael’s

assault
on Rafah

® Continued from page 1

life that would bring about its phys-
ical destructionin whole orin part”.

The order by the ICJis not enforce-
able, and Israeli ministers indicated
they would not comply with it.

Israeli forces stepped up military
strikes on Gaza, bombing targets in
Rafah even as the ICJ delivered its
decision, residents and medics said.

The ruling by the ICJ is the court’s
third - and by far the most signifi-
cant - intervention in the conflict
and comes four days after the chief
prosecutor of theinternational crim-
inal court, aseparatebody alsobased
in The Hague, said he was seeking
arrest warrants for war crimes and
crimes against humanity for senior
Hamas and Israeli officials, including
the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, and his defence minister,
Yoav Gallant.

The ruling will increase pressure
on the US and the UK to bring their
influence to bear on Israel.

However, after speaking on the
phone with the US secretary of state,
Antony Blinken, Israel’s war cabinet
minister Benny Gantz, a political
rival of Netanyahu, said that Israel
was “obligated to continue fighting
toreturnits hostages and ensure the
safety of its citizens at any time and
place - including in Rafah.

‘ News

S ————

“We will continue to act accord-
ing to international law in Rafah and
wherever we operate, and make an
effort to avoid harming the civil-
ian population. Not because of The
Hague tribunal but first of all because
of who we are.”

Netanyahu’s office rejected the
accusation of genocide as “false,
outrageous and disgusting”, adding
in a statement: “Israel has not and
will not carry out amilitary campaign
in the Rafah area that creates living
conditions that could lead to the
destruction of the Palestinian civil-
ian population, in whole or in part.”

Israel’s far-right national security
minister, [tamar Ben-Gvir, accused
the court of being antisemitic and,
quoting Israel’s first prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion, said on X: “Our
future is not dependent on what the
gentiles will say but rather what the
Jews will do.”

He added that the ICJ’s ruling
“should have only one answer - the
occupation of Rafah, the increase of

Rafah
US and UK blur lines on military offensive

—— = .

V¥V Displaced Palestinian children
queueing up to receive food in Rafah,
southern Gaza, last week

PHOTOGRAPH: AFP/GETTY IMAGES

The US and the UK will reject
the international court of justice
order directing Israel to end its
offensive on Rafah, and have
blurred their red line that once
stated they could not support a
military offensive on the city.

The line was first adapted by
saying they could not support a
major ground offensive without a
credible plan to protect civilians,
but since then the definition
of what constitutes a major
offensive has become flexible.

Andrew Mitchell, the deputy
foreign secretary, told MPs on
Monday: “The UK could only
support a constructive plan
for Rafah that complies with
international humanitarian law
on all counts.”

On Tuesday he told the UK

. business select committee that

. “the significant operation in Rafah,
. it appears, has not yet started”,

. even though 800,000 people had

. fled the city, including 400,000

: that had been warned to do so by

. the Israeli Defense Forces.

The US national security adviser,

. Jake Sullivan, took a different line
. on Wednesday, indicating he had

. been briefed by Israeli officials

. on refinements to the Rafah plan

. that would achieve its military

. objectives while taking account of
. civilian harm.

It seems the US either feels it has

. persuaded Israel to adjust its plans
. to make them acceptable to the US,
. or, faced by an Israeli fait accompli
. that the invasion would proceed

. regardless, the US has effectively

. backed down. Patrick Wintour

military pressure and the crushing of
Hamas until the complete victory in
the war is achieved”.

The Palestinian Authority’s pres-
idential spokesperson, Nabil Abu
Rudeineh, said the ICJ’s decision
represented a consensus to end the
war in Gaza, while the Hamas official
Basem Naim also welcomed the rul-
ingand urged the UN security council
to implement it. But the militant
group said it did not go far enough
and urged an end to Israel’s offensive
in all of Gaza.

The South African official Zane
Dangor described it as “ground-
breaking” and “de facto calling for
a ceasefire”. The ICJ decision, in
response to an application from
South Africa, comes in the same
week that Ireland, Norway and Spain
announced they would recognise
Palestinian statehood.

The court also issued orders, all
passed by a majority of 13 to two,
that Israel must allow unhindered
access for humanitarian aid via the
Rafah crossing, ensure unimpeded
access to the Gaza Strip for any
appropriate body investigating
allegations of genocide, and report
within a month on its compliance.

Israel launched its assault on
Rafah this month, forcing hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians to flee
Gaza’s southernmost city, which had
becomearelativerefuge toabout half
of the territory’s 2.3 million people.
Rafah has also been the main route
in for aid.

Salam said UN officials had “con-
sistently underscored the immense
risks associated with a military
offensive”, adding: “The court is
not convinced that the evacuation
efforts and related measures that
Israel affirms to have undertaken to
enhance the security of civilians in
the Gaza Strip, and in particular those
recently displaced from the Rafah
governorate, are sufficient toalleviate
theimmenserisk to which the Pales-
tinian population is exposed.”

The court is the highest UN body
for hearing disputes between states.
Its rulings are final and binding but
have been ignored in the past.

Additional reporting Reuters

Analysis ICJ ruling

underlines risk for Israel

Peter Beaumont

he new provisional

measures issued by

the international

criminal court

(ICC), ordering an

immediate halt of
Israel’s military operation against
the city of Rafah, represent the
starkest warning yet to Israel that
it risks creating conditions that
could be framed as genocidal.

The ruling, agreed by a

majority of 13-2 judges, almost

as its isolation grows

exclusively cited UN agencies and
senior officials - including the
UN’s secretary general - to paint a
picture of the disastrous situation
facing Palestinians in Gaza.

Israeli officials have already
vowed to defy any order, but the
new international court of justice
(ICJ) measures underline the
deepening risk for Israel.

After the application to the
ICC for arrest warrants against
the prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, and defence minister,
Yoav Gallant - as well as Hamas
leaders - and Spain, Norway and
Ireland announcing that they

will recognise a Palestine state,
yesterday’s court order underlines
Israel’s growing global isolation.
While the US has said it will
push back against the ICC, the ICJ’s
latest ruling undermines efforts
to present the case against Israel
as somehow in bad faith. Now the
world’s two top international courts
have agreed allegations that Israel
is committing the most serious of
war crimes are indeed plausible.
Most damning is the detail of
the ICJ’s ruling. A situation it had
already ruled as catastrophic had
become worse since it first ordered
provisional measures. Israel’s
assurances that it could evacuate
and protect hundreds of thousands
of civilians were not “sufficient”.
The ICJ president, Nawaf Salam,
ordered: “The state of Israel shall
... immediately halt its military
offensive, and any other action in
the Rafah governorate, which may
inflict on the Palestinian group in
Gaza conditions of life that could
bring about its physical destruction
in whole or in part.”

In international law, the phrase
“in whole or in part” has come
to be framed as the so-called
“quantitative criterion” - the
question of when the scale of loss
of life, and physical means of life,
reaches a threshold of genocide.

The court appeared to address
that question in other parts of
its ruling, referring to the large
numbers of deaths and injuries as
well as the massive destruction of
homes, forced displacements and
destruction of infrastructure.

While Israel’s leaders dismiss
claims of genocide and have
insisted their campaign against
Hamas is justified under the right
of self-defence, the court’s ruling
will come as another blow.

Israel’s diplomaticisolation
is likely to have a widening
impact, exposing the Biden
administration’s weak and
contradictory leadership as
countries have broken ranks with
the US-led post-Oslo consensus
that has reigned for decades.

The ICJ ruling also poses

problems for Washington’s
support for Israel in the
international courts, which
saw officials threaten sanctions
against the ICC over its
applications for arrest warrants.
With both of the world’s top
international courts in lockstep,
the White House is in danger of
signalling that its insistence on
the primacy of international law
is hollow. Even more complicated
for Biden is that the ruling
underlines an international
consensus - one shared by the
US - that an immediate ceasefire is
required to protect civilian life.
The only unanswered question
is what it will mean for Netanyahu
and for Israel. Confronted with
the threat of an ICC arrest warrant
for war crimes, an unequivocal
order from the ICJ, warnings from
almost every major UN agency,
and once-friendly governments
abandoning their former policies
to unilaterally support Palestinian
statehood, the exposure of Israel
and its leaders can only worsen.




Saturday 25 May 2024 The Guardian

| News

Rome’s kmg of the

paparazzi' opens up f

on la dolce vita and
this week's scuftle
with Depardieu

Angela Giufirida
Rome

Not for nothing is Rino Barillari
known as “the king of paparazzi”.
Over a career spanning more than
six decades, he has masqueraded as
priests, gardeners and bricklayers in
his quest to capture up-close photos
of the rich and famous, from Prin-
cess Margaret and Jackie Kennedy
tothe Beatles, Charlton Heston, Ava
Gardner and Frank Sinatra.

But until this week, it had been
a long time since Barillari had been
involved in a contretemps with a
celebrity.

The 79-year-old was covering a
strikein Rome when hereceived a tip
that the French actor Gerard Depar-
dieu was dining outside Harry’s Bar
on Via Veneto, a famous stomping
ground for the glitterati and the
paparazzi who trailed them during
thelegendary 1960s dolcevita period.

“So I walked to Via Veneto, and I
could see from a distance that it was
him,” Barillari said in an interview
with the Guardian. “Iwaited forabit,
then attached my lens and started to
shoot. He didn’t like it.”

Barillari claimed Depardieu, who
was with Magda Vavrusova, had
shown him the middle finger and
thrown an ice cube towards him. “I
saw him getting angrier. But I didn’t
expect what came next.” Barillari
alleged that as he left the bar, Vavru-
sova “came right at me, I took a step
back. But then he arrived. My good-
ness, heisbig - he punched me three
times and then went off. It’sashame
asIalways thought he was afabulous
character.”

The couple then left Italy.

Vavrusova’s lawyer, Delphine
Meillet, said that her client had been

“violently pushed” by Barillari, and
that Depardieu, 75, “felland slid” on
to the paparazzo after intervening.
Vavrusova was takento hospitaland
planned to sue, said Meillet.

Depardieu, who will face a crimi-
nal trial in October over the alleged
sexual assaults of two women on a
film setin 2021, which he denies, told
La Repubblica: “What punches? It
was him who pushed. I thought that
in the era of selfies, the paparazzi
didn’t exist any more.”

While smartphones may have
killed off the paparazzi golden age, in
Rome, Barillariis still plyinga decent
trade. “I’m the only one left in the
field. The rest are all dead,” he said.

.f\
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A Gerard
Depardieu
denies
punching the
photographer
4 Actor Sonia
Romanoff puts
anice-cream in
Barillari’s face
In1966

4 Rino Barillariin front of Harry’s
Bar now, and below, between actor
Mickey Hargitay and model Vatussa
Vita in the 1960S PHOTOGRAPH: AP

“And I’m called the king because I’m
always there, on the spot.”

No stranger to altercations, Baril-
lari, who now has a white plaster on
his cheek, is also known as “the pho-
tographer with the most fractures”.
A show of hisin 2018 highlighted 163
trips to hospital, 11 brokenribsand 76
smashed cameras. “Butitwasn’tjust
me, we all got into scraps,” he said.

In a photo taken on Via Veneto in
the mid-1960s hanging on the wall
of hishomein Rome, Barillariis seen
scuffling with the US actor Mickey
Hargitay, as the model Vatussa Vitta
wallops him with her handbag. Baril-
larineeded stitches aftera clash with
Peter O’Toole, but his most memo-
rable scrap was with the actor Sonia
Romanoff, whoin 1966 was snapped
attacking him with anice-cream after
he took a photo of her.

Barillari left his home in Calabria
aged 14 and headed to Rome, where
hestarted outasaso-called scattino,
taking photos of tourists before per-
suading them to buy the snaps.

His first celebrity photo was in
1959. “I was born to be a paparazzo,”
he said.

As the dolce vita period faded, his
focus turned to the wave of polit-
ical turbulence and terrorism that
marked Italy in the 1970s and early
80s. “The country was changing, and
so I had to change,” he said.

Heused a CBradio toeavesdropon
police so he knew where the action
was. “Terrorism was the riskiest work
I’ve covered, there were bombs and
people being shot everywhere.”

Barillari has photographed popes
and presidents. The late Silvio Ber-
lusconi called him “the king”.

He has also snapped British royals.
Upon hearing the news of the death
of Diana, Princess of Wales, in 1997,
which triggered a w1despread debate
about the paparazzi, he said he puta
black tape on his camera in tribute.
“I'was very sad,” he said.

But he sparesno sympathy for the
complaints of her sons, William and
Harry, over paparazzi intrusion. “If
they want their privacy, go and be
peasants,” he said.

Depardieu aside, Barillari’s work
nowadays is far less exciting. That
said, he always carries his camera,
“even when Igo tochurch”, and reg-
ularly hangs out on Via Veneto, justin
case. “Butit’schanged,” he said. “You
don’t find the likes of Elizabeth Tay-
lor or Ava Gardner any more.”

McCartney teases Springsteen as
he hands him top Novello award

Ben Beaumont-Thomas

Paul McCartney had fun presenting
Bruce Springsteen with a UK award
on Thursday evening, joking that he
couldn’t think of a better person to
receive it - apart from Bob Dylan.
Springsteen was the top honou-
ree at the 2024 Ivor Novello awards,
given an academy fellowship - the
firstinternational artist tobe handed

that accolade.

Giving him the prize, the for-
mer Beatle said: “I couldn’t think
of a more fitting recipient,” he said.
“Except maybe Bob Dylan. Or Paul
Simon, or Billy Joel, or Beyonce, or
Taylor Swift. The list goes on ... He’s
known as the American working man,
but he admits he’s never worked a
dayin hislife” McCartney alsojoked
that “unlike Bruce’s concerts” he was
“going to keep this brief™.

He reminisced about the pair’s

performance together on Glaston-
bury’s Pyramid stagein 2022, calling
Springsteen “alovelyboy”. He added:
“He’s a fantastic guy and he showed
up for me at Glastonbury.”

Springsteen follows in the foot-
steps of Elton John, Kate Bush, and
McCartney, who have all been given
the body’s highest honour.

In his acceptance speech,
Springsteen acknowledged the
quintessentially inclement British
weather he had faced when play-
ing live in Sunderland the previous
night. “We came out last night, and I
was like: what is this weather? Driv-
ing rain, wind roaring. But standing
in front of me, in the rain, I realised:
these are my people.”

The American star reflected on
arriving for his first gig in the UK in
1975. “Cheeseburgers had either been
hidden or been replaced by some-
thing called fish and chips,” he said.
“It was a little disconcerting.”

A ‘A lovely boy’: Bruce Springsteen
with his award, and Paul McCartney

Springsteen joked he had feared
that if London was not ready for
burgers, it was not ready for him.
He said at 16 he had “desperately
yearned to be British”, and fans keep
him “invested” in the UK, towhere he
has been coming for nearly 50 years.

The singer said he wanted to
“thank you for taking me in the cul-
tural life of the UK”.

Elsewhere, the London-born Raye
capped off her recent run of suc-
cesses by being presented with the
songwriter of the year prize at the cer-
emony. However, she lost out on the
best album award to Black Classical
Music, which waswritten by thejazz
musicians Yussef Dayes, Rocco Pal-
ladino and Charlie Stacey.
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Energy price cap for households to fall by
£122 from July as wholesale gas prices drop

Alex Lawson
Rob Davies

The energy price cap in Great Britain
will fall 7% to the equivalent of £1,568
a year this summer after a drop in
wholesale gas prices.

Set by the energy regulator Ofgem,
the cap reflects the average annual
dual-fuel bill for 29m households and
takes effect from July until the end of
September.

Set quarterly, the cap will fall by
£122 in July from its current level of
£1,690, about £500 less than the cap
a year earlier, easing the pressure on
household finances. However, the
cap is more than £400 higher than
it was three years ago, before the
energy crisis.

The energy security secretary,
Claire Coutinho, yesterday seized
on the fall in the price cap as evi-
dence that the pressure on household
spending was easingin therun-upto
the general election. She also claimed
that Labour’s plans for a state-owned
Great British Energy company, focus-
ing onrenewables, would “hike your
bills and raise your taxes”.

But the shadow energy security
secretary, Ed Miliband, said: “Only
Rishi Sunak’s Conservatives could
look at energy bills still being hun-
dreds of pounds a year higher than
before the crisis and call it good
news.”

Thefallinthe capleavesbills more
than £400 higher than the £1,154 level
in the summer of 2021. Wholesale
gas prices began to rise sharply that

year and shot up further after Rus-
sia’sinvasion of Ukraine in early 2022.

Bills have since eased from their
peak in 2023, when the cap reached
£4,279 but the government subsi-
dised bills to keep them at £2,500.
However, they remain above pre-
crisis levels, meaning millions of
households are expected to remain
in fuel poverty.

The chief executive of Citizens
Advice, Dame Clare Moriarty, said:
“Today’s news will give small comfort
to households still facing cost-of-liv-
ing pressures. The fall in the energy
price cap reduces bills slightly, but
our data tells us millions have fallen
into the red or are unable to cover
their essential costs every month.

“That’s why we need better tar-
geted energy bill support for those

really struggling to keep thelightson
or cook a hot meal,” she added.

The price cap is expected to rise
slightly in October before falling
again in January 2025, according to
analysis by the consultancy Corn-
wall Insight. It had forecast July’s
cap would be £1,574 a year.

Ofgem changes the price cap every
three months based on several fac-
tors, the most important of which
is the price of energy on wholesale
markets.

The price cap does not limit a

£1,563

The cap from July, which is still
£400 higher than it was in 2021.

The cap peaked at £4,279 last year

household’s total bills: people still
pay for each unit of gas and electric-
ity they use - the figures provided are
just for an average-use household.

Anyone on a pre-payment meter
will pay slightly less than those on
direct debit, receiving a typical bill
of £1,522. Those who pay their bills
every threemonths by cash orcheque
will pay more, with a typical bill of
£1,668.

Standing charges - a fixed daily
charge covering the costs of connect-
ingtoasupply -areunchanged at 60p
a day for electricity and 31p aday for
gas, although they vary by region.

Within 24 hours of calling a gen-
eral election, the Conservatives set
out plans to make it easier for con-
sumers to switch energy supplier,
including simplification of price
comparison sites and proposals for
Ofgem to publishleague tables rank-
ing companies by their handling of
customer complaints.

Labour hassaid it willboost energy
security by setting up a publicly
owned renewables business called
Great British Energy toinvestin clean
UK power.

Traflic alert for
bank holiday
weekend with
20m road trips
predicted

Gwyn Topham
Transport correspondent

Drivers have been warned to expect
one of the busiest bank holiday week-
ends on UK roadsin years, with more
than 20m leisure journeys forecast
over the next four days.

Despite unsettled weather, days
out and holiday trips were expected
to push the number of vehicleson the
roads over the long weekend to the
highestlevel for late May since before
the Covid pandemic.

Motoring organisations estimated
that 20m leisure journeys would be
made, meaning that more than half
the nation’s cars would be on theroad
over the long weekend, which coin-
cides with half-term for most schools
in England and Wales.

Alice Simpson, an RAC spokesper-
son, said yesterday: “Our research
suggests this weekend could be the
busiest ofthe year sofaron theroads,
with millions of people embarking
on getaway trips to make the most
of the three days and, for those with
school-age children, the start of the
half-term holiday.”

The transport analytics company
Inrixadvised driverstotravel as early
or as late in the day as possible, and
warned of hour-long delays onthe M5
southbound from Bristol towards the
south-west, a popular holiday route.

The AA said tomorrow was likely
to be the busiest day, while trafficon
the bank holiday itself would exceed
that of anormal Monday.

Rail passengers can look forward
to an easier time, with Network
Rail carrying out fewer engineer-
ing works than on previous bank

7'\ Traﬂic queues on the A102M in south-east London yesterday, whzle crowds

wait at King’s CroSS PHOTOGRAPHS: GEORGE CRACKNELL WRIGHT; DINENDRA HARIA/LNP

holidays, though some train ser-
vices will be affected. The number
of services on the west coast mainline
linking London and Scotland will be
reduced because of work near Crewe
and Carlisle.

Passengers using the northern
end of the line experienced disrup-
tion this week after flooding blocked
theline between Carlisle and Locker-
bie. Operators affected include Avanti
West Coast, TransPennine Express,
ScotRail and the Caledonian Sleeper.

Network Rail has said significant
work would be needed to increase
drainage and maintain routes
because of wetter weather caused
by climate change.

Airports will be busier than over
the Easter weekend, though not
quitereaching summer season peaks.
EasyJet, the UK’s largest airline by
passenger numbers, said it would run
upto1,850flightsaday, upfrom1,700
at the start of Easter.

Letby loses her
bid to appeal
against murder
convictions

Josh Halliday
North of England editor

The former neonatal nurse Lucy
Letby has been denied permission
to appeal against her convictions
for murdering babies.

Letby, 34, was found guilty last
year of murdering seven babies and
attempting to kill six at the Countess
of Chester hospital in 2015 and 2016.
She had asked three senior judges to
allow herto challenge the convictions
at the court of appeal in London.

Letby had put forward four
grounds of appeal, which involved
a submission that the trial judge had
wrongly refused applications she
made during the trialin Manchester.

However, she was refused per-
mission yesterday by Dame Victoria
Sharp and Lord Justice Holroyde.

Sharp, the president of the King’s
Bench Division, said: “This court,
having heard that application, has
decided to refuse leave to appeal on
all grounds and to refuse all associ-
ated applications. A full judgment
will be handed down in due course
and any consequential applications
can be determined at that stage.”

Reporting of the appeal is limited
as restrictions are in place.

Letby was given 14 whole-life
sentences for her crimes and is
due to face a retrial on one count of
attempted murder next month.

4 Lucy Letby was
found guilty last
year of murdering
seven babies and
attempting to kill
8l sixatthe Countess
. of Chester hospital
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‘In pain for life’

Cats like Swift's are
suffering, say experts
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Vennells blames five P

- “

! /J B
ost Office

executives for Horizon scandal

Daniel Boffey
Chief reporter

Paula Vennells, the former Post Office
chief executive, hasnamed five exec-
utives who she said were to blame
for the Horizon scandal, including
a missing IT expert and a former in-
house lawyer who has refused to
appear at the public inquiry.

During a third day of tearful evi-
denceinfront of theinquiry, Vennells
denied she had given “craven and
self-serving” testimony but read-
ily provided the names of those she
claimed had let her down.

Vennells, who was the head of
the Post Office from 2012 to 2019,
has repeatedly claimed in evidence
that she was denied information from
her senior staff, and that she was “too
trusting” of key executives.

Hundreds of Post Office branch
operators were prosecuted, hounded
formoney andinsome cases pushed
to suicide between 1996 and 2015
after errors in the Horizon software
system produced financial shortfalls
in their branches. The Post Office
continued to fight branch operators
seeking justice until 2019.

“Iloved the Post Office,” Vennells
told theinquiry tearfully, before Sam
Stein KC, representing victims, said
she was talking “absolute rubbish”.

Asked by Stein to name those
who had “let her down” by with-
holding information as the scandal
developed, she listed the senior IT
executives Mike Young, who the
inquiry has not been able to find,
and Lesley Sewell, and the general
legal counsels Susan Crichton, Chris
Aujard and Jane MacLeod.

The inquiry chair, Sir Wyn
Williams, a former high court judge,
said earlier that MacLeod had refused
to attend the inquiry or appear
remotely and he could not compel
her todosoas shelived in Australia.

Vennells said she regretted Mac-
Leod’srefusal toappear, and claimed
to have twice raised concerns with
the in-house lawyer about the Post
Office’s strategy of trying to force
victims to abandon their campaigns
for justice when there was internal
knowledge of the IT problems.

In astrategy paper from 2017, seen
by the inquiry, the Post Office’s legal
team warned litigation costs could be
“extremely high” and “a better solu-
tion is to try to force the claimants

into a collective position where they
will eitherabandon the claims or seek
areasonable settlement”.

The paper said the intention was
to target those funding and insur-
ing the post office operators’ claims,
who would adopt a “cold, logical
assessment of whether they will get
a payout”.

Vennells said: “The questions I
asked of Jane on those two occa-
sions were: ‘This feels completely
wrong tome, what canwe do?’ [and]
‘We should not be in the process
where we are fighting in court with
subpostmasters’.”

Vennells claimed that the first time
she asked, MacLeod told herthe Post
Office would try to settle the case, and
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A The former Post Office operator
Jo Hamilton leaves the inquiry

A Pula Vennells insisted that
others had let her down and told
the inquiry: ‘I loved the Post Office’

PHOTOGRAPH: MAJA SMIEJKOWSKA/REUTERS

the second time the view taken was
that “the only way to solve this was
to take it through”.

Vennells said: “I regret hugely
the group litigation ... and in view of
the judgments that were taken and
where we are today, itis unacceptable
reading.”

Edward Henry KC told Vennells,
who is an ordained priest: “You
preach compassion but you don’t
practise it.”

The inquiry heard of an email
Vennells wrote about coverage of
thescandal on The One Showin 2014.

“Hype and human interest,” she
wrote to her team. “Not easy for me
tobe objective, but Iwasmore bored
than outraged. The MP quoted - who?
- was full of bluster and inaccurate. Jo
Hamilton lacked passion and admit-
ted false accounting on TV.”

Hamilton, 66, waswronglyaccused
of stealing more than £36,000 from
her post office branch in South Warn-
borough, Hampshire. To avoid a jail
sentence she pleaded guilty to a
lesser charge of false accounting, and
was prosecuted in 2006.

Vennells turned to Hamilton, a few
feet away, saying: “Of course what
I would like to say is I’m very, very
sorry ... I regret everything I wrote.”

Hamilton later said the apology
was insincere, adding: “She got
caught with her pants down”.

Royal assent
Hundreds
exonerated
as Post Office
bill is passed

Daniel Boffey
Chief reporter

Hundreds of post office operators
convicted on chargesincluding false
accounting, theft and fraud were set
to be exonerated last night by an
unprecedented act of parliament.

The moment was to be marked by
therelease of an open lettertoall the
affected operators, followed by indi-
vidual letters containing assurances
that their names will be removed
from police databases, according to
the government.

Over two decades, branch
operators were hounded for money,
jailed and even pushed to suicide by
the actions of the Post Office.

Royal assent was due to be given
yesterday evening to the act, which
overturns convictions of theft, fraud,
false accounting, money laundering
and linked offences related to the
Horizon IT scandal.

The bill covers prosecutions
brought by the Post Office and
the Crown Prosecution Service in
England and Wales for offences com-
mitted between 23 September 1996
and 31 December 2018.

Similar legislation has been tabled
in Scotland but there is no timetable
yet for it to be passed. Those who
have failed to get their convictions
overturned at the court ofappeal will
not be covered.

There have been more than 900
convictions linked to the scandal,
which involved operators being
wrongfully prosecuted because of
a faulty computer system, known
as Horizon. The system showed
erroneous shortfalls on accounts,
which the Post Office then demanded
operators cover or face suspension
and prosecution.

Post office operators who have
their convictions quashed canreceive
a fixed compensation payment of
£600,000, or choose to have their
case considered on an individual
basis. They are eligible to receive an
interim payment of £163,000 within
28 days of applying.

The government is also extend-
ing compensation to those who were
never convicted or took part in legal
action against the Post Office, making
them eligible for a £75,000 redress.
The total cost of compensation is
expected to exceed £1bn.

The creator of Horizon, Fujitsu,
has said it will contribute to the com-
pensation scheme once the public
inquiry is complete. The Post Office
(Horizon system) offences bill was
one of the final pieces of legislation
pushed through before the election.
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Hay festival drops sponsor after
boycotts over its links to Israel

Lucy Knight

The Hay literary festival has dropped
its main sponsor after boycotts from
speakersand performersoveritslinks
to Israel and fossil fuel companies.

The singer Charlotte Church and
the comedian Nish Kumar were
among the latest to pull out over
Baillie Gifford’s sponsorship.

The festival said it was ending its
sponsorship deal with the invest-
ment management firm yesterday.

The festival’s chief executive, Julie
Finch, said the decision had been
taken “in light of claims raised by
campaigners and intense pressure
on artists to withdraw”.

“Our first priorityistoouraudience
and our artists,” she said. “Above all

else, we must preserve the freedom of
our stages and spaces for open debate
and discussion, where audiences can
hear a range of perspectives.”

Though Baillie Gifford’s spon-
sorship has been “suspended” for
2024, the festival plans, as it does
each year, to review all of its spon-
sorships before next year’s event.
Festival organisers also plan to meet
Fossil Free Books (FFB), the group
that has been leading the campaign
against Baillie Gifford, after this
year’s festival.

A spokesperson for Baillie Gifford,
which began sponsoring the Hay fes-
tival in 2016, said: “It is regrettable
our sponsorship with the festival can-
not continue.”

Church pulled out of her scheduled
appearance at the festival on Thurs-
day night, issuing a statement via her
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social media channels to say she had
decided to boycott the festival “in sol-
idarity with the people in Palestine
and in protest of the artwashing and
greenwashing thatisapparentin this
sponsorship”.

Kumar, the Labour peer Shami
Chakrabarti and Dawn Butler MP
were also among those scheduled to
appear at the festival who chose to
drop out over the issue.

Announcing his withdrawal on X,
Kumar shared a statement from FFB
that has been signed by more than
700 writers and publishing industry
professionals. The statement reiter-
ated the group’s previous demands
that Baillie Gifford cease its invest-
ments in the fossil fuel industry and
divest “from companies that profit
from Israeli apartheid, occupation
and genocide”, as it believes that

“solidarity with Palestine and climate
justice are inextricably linked”.
Some signatories of FFB’s state-
ment decided to still attend Hay,
including George Monbiot. Before
he began his event discussing
neoliberalism on Thursday night, the
Guardian columnist and campaigner
said he had decided not toboycottthe
festival, partly because he believed
the Hay festival tobe “a good cause”.
“We can’tjust point to one instance
of this earth-eating, people-eating
system and say that, and that alone
is the problem,” he said.
Responding to FFB’s statement
last week, Baillie Gifford reiterated
thatjust 2% ofits clients’ money was
invested in “companies with some
businessrelated to fossil fuels”, com-
pared with the market average 0f11%.
A spokesperson from the asset
manager alsosaid divestingin the way
FFB had asked was not possible due
to asset management regulations.
“When it comes to subjective ethi-
cal situations relating to particular
sectors (such as fossil fuels) or coun-
tries (such as Israel), our clients set
the parameters and determine what
to exclude or divest,” they said.

4 Charlotte
Church, who
was due to
perform at the
festival, said she
pulled out ‘in
solidarity with
the people of

. Palestine’
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Barton's posts
about Vine
defamatory,
judge rules

Geneva Abdul

The former footballer and manager
Joey Barton’s calling the broadcaster
Jeremy Vine a “bike nonce” on social
media was defamatory, a high court
judge ruled yesterday.

Mrs Justice Steyn ruled that 11
social media posts could defame the
BBC radio and TV presenter, who is
suing Barton after he called Vine a
“bike nonce” and a “pedo defender”
on X between January and March.

“The hypothetical reader would
not have gained the impression that
this was meaningless abuse, in the
heat of the moment,” Steyn said. “It
was a statement of fact, and it was
defamatory at common law.”

A preliminary hearing earlier this
month in London sought to deter-
mine the “natural and ordinary”
meaning of the words and images
posted on X, and whether they con-
stituted fact or opinion.

Thejudge said the juxtaposition of
the words “nonce” followed by the
assertion that Vine was known as a
“pedo” is “striking” and reinforced
“the impression that the former was
used in the sense of paedophile.”

Lawyers for Vine said at the prelim-
inary hearing on 9 May that theabuse
began last year after Barton called the
football pundits Eni Aluko and Lucy
Ward “the Fred and Rose West of foot-
ball commentary”, referring to the
notorious murderous couple.

Vine responded, asking: “Is it
possible we are dealing with a brain
injury here?”, which his lawyer said
resulted in a “calculated and sus-
tained attack” on Vine in January.

Upon learning he was facing legal
action, Barton posted on X: “Fella
who served me the papers was sound.
Told me he completely agreed with
me and to keep going.”

Lawyersacting for Barton said the
posts conveyed “no meaning” that
was defamatory under law, and said
areader would have to be “careless”
and “unsophisticated” to think Bar-
ton was alleging paedophilia.

Smartphone
ban ‘may be
necessary’ for
under-16s

Dan Milmo
Global technology editor

MPs have urged the next government
to consider bans on smartphones for
under-16s and on mobile phone use
in schools as part of a crackdown on
screentime for children.

Members of the House of Com-
mons education committee made
therecommendationsin areportinto
the impact of screentime on educa-
tion and wellbeing, which also calls
onministerstoraise the threshold for
openingasocial mediaaccountto16.

Robin Walker, the Conservative
chair of the committee, said exces-
sive screen and smartphone use has
a “clear negativeimpact” on the well-
being of children and young people.

Rishi Sunak had been consideringa
ban onselling smartphonestounder-
16s, as well as raising the minimum
age for social media accounts, but a
planned consultation on the propos-
als has not been published.

The education committee report
saysthenextgovernmentshould work
with Ofcom, the communications

regulator, to launch a consultation
on new measures for use of smart-
phones. These would include: a
“total” ban of smartphones for chil-
dren under 16, parental controls
installed on phones by default and
controls in app stores to prevent
children accessing inappropriate
content.

The report also says the govern-
ment should consider enshrining
in law a ban on mobile phone use in
schools in England.

Thereport cited research showing
a 52% increase in children’s screen
time between 2020 and 2022, and a
study showing nearly 25% of children
and young people use their smart-
phonesinanaddictive manner. It also
flagged research from the Children’s
Commissioner for England showing

that79% of children had encountered
violent pornography online before
the age of 18.

Ofcom has said a quarter of three-
and four-year-olds in the UK now
have a smartphone, with nearly all
children using a mobile by the age of
12. It also found that half of children
under 13 are on social media.

Smartphone Free Childhood, a
campaign group calling for handset
restrictions, welcomed the report.

“It’shugely encouraging to see that
thisinfluential committee, who have

23%

The proportion of children who use
their smartphones in an addictive
manner, according to research

heard a wide range of evidence from
experts across education and child
development, coming to the same
conclusion as our grassroots commu-
nity of 100,000 parents,” said Daisy
Greenwell, the group’s co-founder.

Ian Russell, the chair of the Molly
Rose Foundation, whose 14-year-old
daughter, Molly, killed herself after
viewing harmful material on social
media, said the next government
should concentrate onregulationand
not bans, which could deliver “worse
outcomes”.

“Smartphone and social media
bans would cause more harm than
good and punish children for the fail-
ures of tech companies to protect
them. The next government must fol-
low the evidence and deliver stronger
regulation,” he said.
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Fans urged to avoid

Switt’s choice of cat

Esther Addley

o any devoted

Taylor Swift fan, the

musician’s cats are

almost as well known

as sheis, frequently

appearing in her
TikTok postings and with hundreds
of millions of posts devoted to
them across social media.

But as Swift’s Eras tour prepares
to make landfall in the UK next
month, animal welfare experts
have urged her fans not to buy the
same breed of cat as the singer,
saying the characteristics that
make them cute also condemn
them to a life of constant pain.

Swift has three cats, two
of whom, Olivia Benson and
Meredith Grey, are Scottish folds,

a breed distinguished by a genetic
mutation that makes their ears fold
flat and gives them an “owl-like”
appearance. But the same gene
that causes floppy cartilage in their
ears also causes a condition called
osteochondrodysplasia, which
leads to abnormal bone growth,
arthritis and severe pain.

Ironically, in Scotland, where the
breed originated and where Swift

plays her first UK date in Edinburgh
on 7 June, the breeding of Scottish
foldsisin effect banned, while
other countries, including the
Netherlands, Australia and Norway,
have also placed restrictions on
them on animal welfare grounds.

That hasn’t stopped their
numbers surging in recent years,
according to Cats Protection, a cat
welfare charity, whose most recent
large-scale survey of cat owners
suggests 1% of the UK’s 10.6 million
cats may now be Scottish Folds, or
about 100,000 in total, and that 3%
of cats acquired last year were from
the breed”.

“We are not saying that Taylor
herselfis at fault for owning them,”
says Sarah Elliott, the organisation’s
central veterinary officer, adding
that for most owners “the breeders
are not really giving them the
information they need. This is
something owners find out later,
and often it’s quite devastating to
find out your cat has this condition
that can’t be cured, and that they’re
going to be in pain for life.”

Swift is devoted to her cats, even
saying they were the reason she
agreed to appear in Tom Hooper’s
movie of the musical Cats, which
was critically savaged.

Her cats have also appeared

with her in multiple adverts,

with one estimate suggesting that
Olivia Benson is herself worth $97m
(£76m), alongside Swift’s personal

wealth estimated at more than
$1bn.

V Swift with one of her Scottish

folds, Olivia Benson. The breed (left)

is known for its owl-like appearance
PHOTOGRAPH: TAYLQR SWIFT/INSTAGRAM

‘We're not
saying that
Taylor
herself

is at fault
for owning

them’

Sarah Elliott
Cats Protection

4 The singer-
songwriter Ed
Sheeran with
his Scottish fold,

named Calippo

Ed Sheeran also owns a Scottish
fold, named Calippo, and the breed
featured in the recent film Argylle,
leading to a group of cat welfare
charities to speak out about the
problems associated with it.

Scottish folds are often heralded
as anideal pet cat because they
are docile and enjoy cuddles; a
recent survey by a pet nutrition
firm named them the UK’s “top
cat” for this reason. But, according
to Elliott, owners don’t realise that
the reason Scottish folds are less
active may be because they are
in underlying pain.

For these reasons, the GCCF,
the UK’s cat registration governing
council, equivalent to the Kennel
Club, does not recognise the breed,
which originated from a single
female found in Scotland with
the genetic mutation in 1961.

Steve Crow, the chair of the
GCCEF, says: “There is no intention
to recognise this breed because
the gene which produces the
folded ears also causes skeletal
abnormalities, producing stiffness
of the limbs and tail, which
increases with age. We strongly
advise members of the public not
to try to acquire cats of this breed.”

Elliott agrees: “Our message
isreally to think twiceand do a
lot of research before you think
about getting a cat. Don’t just look
at TikTok and influencers [but
consult] a vet or an animal charity
who can give you a more scientific
recommendation about a breed.”

Airline’s seatbelt rules tightened
after death on turbulent flight

Agence France-Presse
Singapore

Singapore Airlines has tightened
seatbelt rules on its flights after one
passenger died and more than 100
were injured when one of its planes
hit severe turbulence.

Passengers and crew onboard
flight SQ321 suffered skull, brain
and spine injuries when they were
thrown violently around the cabin
during Tuesday’s terrifying high-alti-
tude ordeal. Some passengers said

the turbulence had happened sofast
that there was no time to fasten their
seatbelts.

The London to Singapore flight
carrying 211 passengers and 18 crew
made an emergency landing in Bang-
kok, where atleast 48 people aresstill
being treated in hospital.

In response, Singapore Airlines
said it had introduced a “more cau-
tious approach” to turbulence. “In
addition to the suspension of hot
beverage service when the seatbelt
sign is on, the meal service will also
be suspended,” the carrier said in a

statement, adding that it would “con-
tinue to review our processes”.

Investigators from Singapore and
the USarein Thailand tolookintothe
causes of Tuesday’s incident.

Air safety experts have told Agence
France-Presse that passengers are
often too casual about wearing seat-
belts, leavingthem atriskifthe plane
hits unexpected turbulence. Scien-
tists also say that so-called clear air
turbulence, which is invisible to
radar, is getting worse because of
the climate crisis.

The director of Bangkok’s Sami-
tivej Srinakarin hospital, where most
of the injured were taken, said his
staff had never before treated such
severe injuries caused by turbulence.

Keith Davis, an Australian passen-
ger, described the ordeal, which left

his wife, Kerry, with a severe spinal
injury and no feeling below the waist.

“Itwasabsolute carnage, instantly.
It was absolutely surreal. You know,
there’s no warning,” he told the
Australian broadcaster Channel 9.
“Before we knew it we were on the
ceiling. And then bang, we’re on the

A ' y - )\\ h i
A The turbulence created ‘absolute
carnage’, one passenger reported

ground. And you don’t know what
is going on.” Davis said his wife had
hitthe doors of the overhead lockers
before falling to the floor, and could
not move for the rest of the flight.

On landing at Bangkok’s Suvarn-
abhumi airport, the plane was met
by emergency responders who used
gurneys to ferry the injured passen-
gers to waiting ambulances.

Photos taken inside the plane
after it landed show the cabin in
chaos, strewn with food, drinks and
luggage, and with oxygen masks dan-
gling from the ceiling.

The chief executive of Singapore
Airlines, Goh Choon Phong, hasapol-
ogised for the “traumatic experience”
and expressed condolences to the
family of Geofirey Kitchen, 73, the
British man who died.
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lory donoré glve £2 Sm to MPS
in danger of losing their seats

Rowena Mason
Henry Dyer

Conservative donors have poured
more than £2.5m into key election
battlegrounds to shore up support
for MPs such as Liam Fox and Penny
Mordaunt who arein danger of losing
their seats.

The 2024 election will be the high-
est spending contest ever, after the
governmentraised national election
limits to £34m per party. Tory candi-
dates and their associations in some
of the most closely contested seats
have been bringing in £50,000 to
£100,000 from donors over the past
year - as tight local spending limits
kickin only during the last five weeks
of the campaign.

A last-minute splurge by candi-
datesis expected over the next week
before the short deadline of 30 May.
MPs and activists across the parties
told the Guardian they were rushing
out mailshots before the regulated
period for spending kicks in, with

tens of thousands of pounds going
on targeted letters and surveys.

A briefing pack for Conservative
candidates, shared with the Guard-
ian, urges them: “Spend as much as
possible between now and 30 May
getting targeted social media adverts
and campaign material out. This is
important, as whatever you can
deliver and post between now and
30 May will not count towards can-
didate election expenses.”

Experts warn the parties are
increasingly getting funds from a
small number of big donors with the
power toinfluenceresultsin marginal
seats - despite Labour’s commanding
lead in the national polls.

Data from the MPs’ register shows
Simon Clarke, whois defending Mid-
dlesbrough South and East Cleveland
against Labour, hasbeen given more
than £100,0001n the past year, while
Bim Afolami, the Treasury minister,
defending Hitchin and Harpenden,
has brought in more than £115,000,
which he is understood to have
raised himsellf.

“My seat was changing so much,
with 50% from rural Bedfordshire,
so I knew Iwould have to get myself
known amongst my new constitu-
ents,” Afolamisaid. “We are confident
that we will hold the seat but the Lib
Dems are always a very tough oppo-
nent - like in 2019 where they had a
big surge in share of the vote”.

Mordaunt, considered a future
leadership candidateif she keeps her
seat Portsmouth North, has got more
than £70,000 from donors, while Fox,
the former defence secretary at risk
of losing North Somerset to Labour,
brought in a similar amount.

Jake Berry, the former party chair,
thought likely to lose to Labour in
Rossendale and Darwen, has taken
more than £100,000 in donations.

The Toryand Labourleaders, Rishi
Sunak and Keir Starmer, are set to
spend millions of pounds on adver-
tising on social media, broadcasting
and their campaign tours.

The prime ministeris already tak-
ing a private charter plane between
visits and has drawn criticism for

drawing many of his donations over
the pastyearfromafewmega-donors.
Theseinclude atleast £10m from the
healthcareIT boss Frank Hester, who
faced a controversy over hisremarks
about Diane Abbott, and £5m from
Mohamed Mansour, a former gov-
ernment minister for the Egyptian
former military ruler Hosni Mubarak.
Labour has also been attracting
more large-scale private donations
thananytimeinthe pasti5years. The
former Autoglass boss Gary Lubner
has given almost £5m since 2022.
The data also shows a large num-
ber of “red wall” northern seats being

‘Big money from
dubious, anonymous

sources is already
polluting our politics’

Tom Brake
Unlock Democracy

A Rishi Sunak at a technology centre
in Belfast yesterday. He is crossing
the country using a private plane
PHOTOGRAPH: STEFAN ROUSSEAU/PA

defended by the Conservatives have
been given money by “unincorpo-
rated associations”, which veryrarely
have to declare their donors.

Labour MPs have not been get-
ting high donations, with just over
£500,000 raised in total, because
most of them are expected to defend
their seats comfortably. However,
data from the Electoral Commis-
sion shows associations in some of
the party’s target seats getting high
sums from donors, including Finch-
ley, Swindon, Stevenage and Stroud.

The national spending limit was
quietly raised by the Tories in 2023,
from £19m to £34m.

Tom Brake, the director of Unlock
Democracy, and a former deputy
leader of the House of Commons,
said the huge rise in the spending
limit for the election was “unneces-
sary and unwanted”.

“It should never have been
rammed through. Big money from
dubious and anonymous sources
is already polluting our politics,”
he said.

Dr Jess Garland, the Electoral
Reform Society’sdirector of research,
said: “A smallnumber of people have
a huge influence on our politics.”.

Additional reporting Aletha Adu



Saturday 25 May 2024 The Guardian

TV debates
Smaller parties
fear Sunak and
Starmer will go

head to head

Jim Waterson
Political media editor

The Lib Dems, Greens and SNP face
being cut out of leadership debates,
as broadcasters plan to focus on two
head-to-head contests between Rishi
Sunak and Keir Starmer.

ITVis working on a debate featur-
ing just the Conservative and Labour
leaders, according to sources at the
broadcaster, in line with the format
demanded by Labour. The BBC is
likely to adopt a similar approach,
although its public funding makes
it tricky to exclude smaller parties.
One solution would be to give smaller
party leaders airtime on a Question
Time Q&Ain front of alive audience,
as happened at the last election.

A head-to-head format would
ensure Starmer did not have to
stand on stage and be criticised by
smaller leftwing parties on issues
such as green funding or the Israel-
Gaza war. It could also harm Reform
UK, the reborn Brexit party, which
is fighting to get airtime for its anti-
immigration message.

Broadcasters are confident they
can exclude smaller parties from the
stage following a court ruling in the
2019 general election that concluded
there were no legal grounds to force
ITVtoincludethe Lib Demsand SNP
in its debate.

The high court said the format of
election debate programmes was a
matter for broadcasters and the reg-
ulator, Ofcom. Broadcasters can meet
theimpartiality requirements by giv-
ing smaller parties airtime in other
programmes.

Labour has indicated it is only
willing to put Starmer in two leader-
ship debates, meaning thereisarush
between ITV and BBC tonaildown a
format and be first to air. Sunak has
proposed six debates - one a week -
until polling day and accused Starmer
of running scared. But with a large
poll lead there is little incentive for
the Labourleader to take such arisk.

As a result, smaller broadcasters
are likely to miss out, with Sky News
and GB News currently unlikely to
secure both Starmerand Sunak onthe
same stage at the same time.

Last night Starmer instead con-
firmed he would take part in a Sky
News Q&A with voters in Grimsby.
Earlier he had told the news channel:
“I could do 100 debates with Rishi
Sunak but I know what he’s going to
say, he’s going to say everything is
fine, the cost of living crisis is over,
the health service hasn’t got any
problems.”

TV debates take up days of the
campaign, with longrehearsals drag-
ging leaders away from constituency
visits. While some countries have
independent organisations to agree
the format for debates, the UK has
alwaysrelied on ad hoc negotiations
between parties and broadcasters.
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of Conservative MPs to
stand down at election

& Continued from page 1

Leadsom reached the final two
of the 2016 Conservative leadership
contest to replace David Cameron
but withdrew, putting Theresa May
in No 10.

Among her government jobs have
been environment secretary, busi-
nesssecretary and Commons leader.
She returned to government as a
health minister last year, leading on
Sunak’s plan to phase out tobacco
sales - which hasbeen dropped with
the sudden election.

Gove and Leadsom are the latest
architects of Brexit to abandon ship.
Earlier yesterday three more MPs

said they were going, among them
the former cabinet minister John
Redwood, who represents a home
counties seat where the Liberal Dem-
ocrats could win.

The Conservatives also
symbolically handed back the party
whip to the former health secretary
Matt Hancock as well as Bob Stewart
- both had already announced they
were standing down - just before
parliament was prorogued yesterday.

Also departingis Craig Mackinlay,
who only returned to the Commons
this week after nearly dying from
sepsis and having his hands and feet
amputated. The South Thanet MP
said he had hoped tophase hisreturn
but could not commit toa campaign.

4 In his letter

to the prime
minister,
Michael Gove
said ‘there
comes a moment
... that a new
generation
should lead’

PHOTOGRAPH: SEAN
SMITH/THE GUARDIAN

Three sources told the Guardian
the prime minister will be spending
today not campaigning but at home
in his constituency and in London.

It follows an error-strewn start
that began with Sunak announcing
theelectioninthe pouringraintothe
booming sounds of the 1997 Labour
anthem Things Can Only Get Better,
played by a nearby protester.

He then attended a public ques-
tion-and-answer session at a
factory at which it was revealed that
two of the questioners were Tory

A Andrea Leadsom brought the total
number of Tory MPs quitting to 78

councillors, before asking workers
in Wales whether they were looking
forward to the Euro 2024 football
tournament, for which Wales has
not qualified.

Yesterday the prime minister trav-
elled to Belfast, where a visit to the
Titanic Quarter brought comparisons
to the liner’s sinking in 1912.

“We are just yards away from
where the Titanic was built and
designed,” a reporter from Belfast
Live asked Sunak in a clip widely
shared on social media. “Are you
captaining a sinking ship going into
this election?”

As Chris Heaton-Harris, the North-
ern Ireland secretary - among those
not standing again - tried to suppress
a smirk, Sunaklaunched intoa heav-
ily rehearsed answer about how “our
plan is working”.

Addingtothedifficulties, the chan-
cellor, Jeremy Hunt, was chastised
by the official statistics watchdog for
claiming that taxes were falling.

Robert Chote, the chair of the UK
Statistics Authority, agreed with a
Liberal Democrat argument that a
cut in national insurance was more
than offset by other factors, such as
the freezing of tax thresholds.

Conservative jitters about the
campaign were distilled yester-
day afternoon in a searing article by
Fraser Nelson, the editor of the right-
leaning magazine the Spectator, in
which he argued Sunak was making
a mistake by trying to make himself
the sole focus of the campaign.

“A popular leader may run a per-
sonal campaign, but Sunak’sapproval
ratings are worse than almost any
prime minister in postwar history,”
Nelson wrote in the Telegraph.

A Tory source called the idea that
Sunak was hoping to reset his cam-
paign “ridiculous”. But another
campaign operative added: “Prime
ministers don’t normally spend the
first weekend of the campaign at
home talking to their advisers.”

A Tory spokesperson did not
respond to a request to comment.

Universities
Starmer says
ditching fees
not possible

Aletha Adu
Libby Brooks

Keir Starmer said yesterday that he
had abandoned his pledge to abol-
ish tuition fees in order to prioritise
tackling NHS waiting lists.

The Labour leader said he still
believed the system of university
tuition had to change, but insisted
the party could not fulfil both pledges
given the state of the British economy.

“Looking at the costing for tuition
fees or abolishing them, looking at
the money we need to put into the
NHS, I’ve taken the decision that we
can’t do both. That’s a difficult deci-
sion, I’ll accept that,” he told BBC
Radio 4’s Today programme.

The Labour peer Peter Man-
delson said the next government

would have to increase funding for
universities as a matter of urgency,
as vice-chancellors have warned
that universities are facing a serious
cash crisis.

To turn thesituationaround, they
said, increases of between £2,000and
£3,500 a year for each student would
be needed to stabilise the sector.

Labour has said it would bring
down graduate repayments, which
would involve different repayment
rates according to people’s salaries.
Insiders said there was debate
within Labour and the party would
need to see what it inherited from
the Conservatives before making a
decision on tuition fees and increas-
ing maintenance for poorer students.

Starmer was heavily criticised by
the party’s leftwing for conceding
that he would not meet the tuition
fee pledge. The Labour leader said:
“Since then [2020], there’sbeen huge
damage tothe economy and aswe’ve
got towardsthe election we’ve had to
make difficult choices.”

Pressed on his commitment to
delivering on pledges, Starmer said:
“Some people will say you’re going
back on one [pledge] but not the
other, but we can’t have both, and
I’ve decided that we have got to prior-
itise getting those waiting lists down

in the NHS, because we can’t get our
economy going ... without a healthy
nation with us.”

Lord Mandelson, an architect of
New Labour, which introduced the
tuition fee system in 1998, said:
“Universities are under huge finan-
cial pressure, both because their
income is falling a long way short of
their costs and because some in the
government actually want fewer uni-
versities and [less] access to them.

“This cannot be turned around
overnight by a new incoming gov-
ernment, but there will need to be
some emergency uptickinresources
to save both university teaching and
vital research.”

David Willetts, who was the uni-
versities minister in 2012 when the
cap on fees was increased to £9,000,

l £N )
A Starmer says his priority is more
NHS funding to cut waiting times

said: “I’m sure all the political parties
will be tempted to try toavoid it, but
the costs of doing nothing are rising
all the time.

“Theyare borne by students, who
have worse-quality higher educa-
tion experiences, and there will be
an increasing risk of some universi-
ties going bust.”

Starmer spent much of yesterday
campaigningin Glasgow East, where
he launched the party’s Scotland
election campaign with the Scottish
Labour leader, Anas Sarwar.

Labour won only one seat in Scot-
land at the last general election, but
the partyisenjoyingariseinsupport.
Starmer told reporters it was impor-
tant to him to be aleader for all parts
of the UK.

He said: “If Tam privileged enough
tocomeinandserveasthe UK prime
minister, I want to be the UK prime
minister for the whole of the United
Kingdom, and that includes Scotland.

“Having strong Labour repre-
sentation from Scotland sitting on
the government benches matters
to me in terms of the way I want to
govern, which is for Scotland and
with Scotland.

“The SNP have lost any sense of
ambitionifallthey wanttodoissiton
the opposition benches and protest.”
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Sunak is convinced that
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Fleetwood Strategy, has influence;
he was thought be behind Sunak’s
U-turn on net zero targets. He has
been trusted to brief Conservative
MPs, urging them to stop the
infighting and unite. Levido
reportedly warned against a July
poll - it remains to be seen if Sunak
should have listened to him.

Peter Walker
Senior political correspondent

General elections are
simultaneously an individual
battle for party leaders and a mass
effort by thousands of activists.
And in the middle sit the parties’
top teams. The half-dozen or so
key aides and advisers will have a
major role in how the election plays
out. Here are the personnel who
will gulde advise and strategise for
Rishi Sunak and Keir Starmer.

Richard Holden The Conservative
chair is currently in the odd
position of taking a leading role in
a campaign for which he doesn’t
currently have a seat to fight,
given his North West Durham
constituency is being abolished
amid boundary changes. But with
a mass of Tory MPs quitting, a
safe(ish) seat is likely to be found
for him. While only an MP since
2019, heisa Tory veteran, having

Conservatives

Isaac Levido The Australian
political strategist and former
protege of Lynton Crosby ran
the Conservatives’ 2019 election
campaign with very obvious

With you. For life.

success. This time might prove
more difficult. Levido, who runs
his own private consultancy,

done time in the press office and
as a special adviser to a series of
ministers. He is likely to be the
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party’s main attack voice - expect
to see his face a lot.

Oliver Dowden The man known as
“Olive” in Conservative circles, the
legacy of an early-career typo, is
deputy prime minister but arguably
remains as much a creature of the
party as of government. He was
David Cameron’s chief of staff
before becoming an MP in 2015
and has long been seen as a trusted
minister for tricky broadcast
rounds, despite a default resting
face that can make him look like

an outraged vicar. The former
culture secretary is highly trusted
by Sunak.

James Forsyth The ultimate Sunak-
era insider, the former journalist
was educated alongside the PM

at Winchester, and Sunak was

best man at Forsyth’s wedding to
Allegra Stratton, the journalist who

*
f "
.....

V¥V Isaac Levido (standing, centre)
directed the successful Conservative
general election campaign in 2019
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A Sue Gray joined Keir Starmer’s
team after leading the Partygate
inquiry into No 10 lockdown events
PHOTOGRAPH: STEFAN ROUSSEAU/PA WIRE

A Ellie Reeves is more focused on the
logistics of the Labour campaign

WE PARTY 7

1

A James Forsyth is said to have
encouraged Sunak to call the election

later worked as Sunak’s head of
communications. A former political
editor of the Spectator, in late

2022 Forsyth joined his old friend
in Downing Street as a political
secretary and de facto chief aide.

It was Forsyth who reportedly
encouraged the PM to go for a snap
election.

Liam Booth-Smith It was seeing
Booth-Smith wearing a suit inside
No 10 on Wednesday that prompted
officials to start predicting an
election, given the fondness of
Sunak’s chief of staff for more
casual clothes. Booth-Smith also
stands out in Downing Street for
his background: he was raised by

a single motherina homeona
council estate in Newcastle-under-
Lyme, Staffordshire, getting an
assisted place to alocal private
school. Viewed as a major power
inside No 10, he initially worked for
Boris Johnson’s Downing Street,
but got to know Sunak as part of
the “joint economic unit” setup to
keep an eye on the then chancellor.

Nerissa Chesterfield Another
long-timer in the Sunak firmament,
and a constant presence at the

PM’s side, she has been head of
communications at No 10 for
nearly a year and was Sunak’s press
secretary before then. Unflappable
and very hard-working, she started
out at Vote Leave under Dominic
Cummings and has handled
communications for Sunak since he
was chancellor in 2020.

Labour

Morgan McSweeney The head of
campaigns for Labour, McSweeney
is completely tied to the Keir
Starmer project, and if Labour

win a majority he will have a case
for being given nearly as much
credit as his party leader. A central
figure in the influential Labour
Together thinktank, McSweeney

is a perennial backroom figure,
focusing on areas such as candidate
selection and message discipline.
If his first foray into Labour-based
elections ended badly - he led

Liz Kendall’s bid for the party
leadership in 2015 when she got
4.5% of the vote - he did better in
helping Starmer take over in 2020.
Now he hopes to go one better.

Pat McFadden A long-time
party insider and fixer, the
Wolverhampton South East MP
is Labour’s national campaigns
coordinator, and as the shadow

chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancasteris also in effect the
minister for the broadcast round.
His face will become as familiar
as Richard Holden’s in the coming
weeks. An MP for nearly 20 years
now, he is one of the rare Starmer
insiders with direct government
experience. He has filled shadow
roles as varied as those in the
Foreign Office and the Treasury,
while largely sitting out the Jeremy
Corbyn era. Seen as a reassuring
presence and a safe pair of hands.

Sue Gray Unusually high-profile

for someone who has spent much
of her career as a civil servant, Gray
owes this to two things: her key role
in investigating lockdown-breaking
parties in Johnson’s Downing
Street, and then her decision to
move to Keir Starmer’s team after

a mandated six-month break. Gray
had spent her entire working life in
the civil service, other than a period
in the 1980s when sherana pubin
Newry, near the Irish border. She
was drafted in to lead the Partygate
inquiry after Simon Case, the then
permanent secretary, had to step
aside following reports he had
attended one event.

Jonathan Ashworth As the shadow
health minister during Covid,
Ashworth was a familiar figure

to some voters but he now has a
more behind-the-scenes role as
the shadow paymaster general, a
Cabinet Office title often handed
to cross-government fixers, arm-
twisters and decision-forcers.
Much of Ashcroft’s work in this has
been readying Labour for possible
government, including being the
first line of scrutiny for policy ideas
put forward by shadow ministers.
Ashworth’s move from health, to
work and pensions, and then to
this role was seen by some as a
demotion. Others - including him
- would argue he is more central
than ever.

Ellie Reeves McFadden’s deputy
on the campaigns team, Reeves
has been a party stalwart from

her student days, and MP for the
south London seat of Lewisham
West and Penge since 2017. She did
not flourish in the Corbyn period,
and faced potential deselection by
her local party over her criticism
of one of his decisions. Formerly

a shadow justice minister, her

role on the campaigns team is
more focused on the logistics,
with McFadden leading on the
political side. And yes, she is Rachel
Reeves’s younger sister.

Matthew Doyle Starmer’s
communications head, and his
representative on Earth for the
media, Doyleis as ubiquitous a
presence by the Labour leader’s
side as Chesterfield is for Sunak.
A veteran of the Tony Blair years,
as the former political director of
the then PM’s office he returned
to Labour after along period in
the charity and private sectors.
He will have a crucial role in the
election, not justin trying to ward
off the inevitable attacks of the
Tory-facing press, but in seeking to
balance the endless media claims
on the man assumed to be the
prime minister in waiting.

Islington North
Corbyn says he
will stand as an
independent

Aletha Adu
Political correspondent

Jeremy Corbyn said yesterday he
would stand as an independent
candidateinIslington North, vowing
that he will fight for equality, democ-
racy and peace.

The former Labourleader, who has
held the London seat for more than
40 years, said he would defend pol-
icies that had not been adopted by
Labour or the Conservatives, includ-
ing rent controls and the abolition of
the two-child benefit cap.

He was blocked from standing
again for Labour, and remains sus-
pended for remarks he made after
the Equality and Human Rights Com-
mission report into antisemitism in
the party. The decision to stand as
an independent means Corbyn has
been expelled from the Labour party.

The Guardian understands Corbyn
had hoped to announce his plans to
stand on Tuesday, but Rishi Sunak’s
snap election announcement forced
him to bring it forward.

A close ally said Corbyn had always
wanted to notify his constituents
first, sohe announced hisintentions
in anarticle for the Islington Tribune.

Writing in the newspaper, he said:
“When I was first elected, I made a
promise to stand by my constituents
no matter what.”

Corbyn’s allies told the Guardian
last year he was intending to stand,
citing research they had undertaken
in the constituency suggestingawin
was possible because he commanded
a personal vote seven times higher
than the average constituency MP.

Corbyn criticised Labour’s deci-
sion to stop local members from
taking part in shortlisting candi-
dates, urging members to “stand up
and defend our rights”.

Last year, 98% of attenders at a
local party monthly general meet-
ing backed a motion thanking Corbyn
for his “commitment and service to
the people”, addingit was members’
“democratic right to select our MP”.

Labour has shortlisted Sem
Moema, a member of the London
assembly, and Praful Nargund,
an Islington councillor, to run
against Corbyn. The winner will be
announced next Saturday.

The Labour leader, Keir Starmer,
said Corbyn’s choice to stand as an
independent was a matter for him,
adding: “We will have an excellent
Labour candidateinIslington North.”

X

l;)‘/nasdys he will defend
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Conservatives

The big message Stick to the plan.
Yes, the narrative goes, we have
been in power for 14 years, but in
an era of unprecedented global
threats and as some economic
numbers tick up after Covid and
the energy price crunch, why risk it
with Labour?

What they’ll want to talk about
Inflation. Now at 2.3%, Rishi Sunak
will want to take credit for a pledge
that has been met, even if sceptics
will argue that it was going to fall
anyway. And Rwanda. While not a
single plane has left, or will leave
before the election on 4 July, they
hope to contrast the idea with
Labour’s more prosaic policies on
border security.

What they won’t want to talk
about Liz Truss. Possibly Boris
Johnson. Maybe even Brexit.
Basically, most things that didn’t
begin on 25 October 2022, when
Sunak became PM - except his role
as chancellor during the pandemic,
and his largesse with furlough.

Breakout star David Cameron.
This might be stretching the
definition, but since being
parachuted in as foreign secretary,
Cameron has been able to remind

Don’t talk about
Liz'Truss

Breakout star
David Cameron

people how smooth, unflappable
and reassuring he can be in his
media appearances. Will he be
widely used? Time will tell.

The logistics of the campaign
Traditionally, incumbent
governments and Conservative
campaigns have focused on the
“air war” - advertisements, heavily
choreographed rallies, repetitive
slogans. With Sunak the “air” part
is likely to be literal. There is no
talk as yet of a battlebus - one is
expected to emerge in the next few
weeks - and the PM could spend
much of the time in helicopters.

What would be a good night/bad
night? In public, the Tories would
say a hung parliament. In practice,
many would snap your hand off for
a Labour majority of less than 100.
As for a bad night - some worry
about a Canada 1993-style near-
extinction level result, when the
country’s Progressive Conservative
party slumped from 167 federal
seats to just two.

)

Labour

The big message Time for a
change, and we’re not scary. The
first is perhaps obvious for an
opposition party, but after 14 years
of sometimes completely chaotic
Conservative rule it has more
resonance than usual. The second
element seeks to neuter Sunak’s
“don’t risk a change” attack. “We
are not the Labour party of 2019,”
will be the mantra.

What they’ll want to talk about
Conservative plans, if they can be
described as that, to scrap national
insurance, allowing a competing
battle of ideas on fiscal black holes.
And housing, a key motivator

for some younger voters. Labour
has already announced a plan for

Breakout star Don’t talk about
Shabana Gaza
Mahmood

several new towns, and a wider
promise to build 1.5m homes.

What they won’t want to talk
about Jeremy Corbyn. The

former leader is standing for his
Islington North seat in London as
an independent, and Labour will
be keen for this to not become a
psychodrama or a distraction. And,
possibly, Gaza, even though the
frontbench position on this is now
not vastly different from that of
many activists.

Breakout star Shabana Mahmood.
The barrister turned MP and
shadow justice secretary is
personable, sounds like a human
being and has been canny in
negotiating the Labour party’s
ideological and personal chasms.
She spent two years as national
campaigns coordinator and so
understands the mechanics of
electioneering.

The logistics of the campaign
Caught very slightly on the hop
by the early election date, Labour
is moving fast, and will want to
present Keir Starmer as the obvious
prime minister in waiting. Other
senior figures will, however, get a
look-in, especially Angela Rayner,
who is expected to be onboard a
luxurious battlebus for much of
the campaign.

What would be a good night/bad
night? In psephological terms,
Labour should be on course for a
thumping majority. In practice,
after the traumas of the past four
elections, the party would be
ecstatic with a majority of almost
any size. A hung parliament would
be seen as a disaster.

Liberal Democrats

The big message Don’t like the
Conservatives? Not mad keen on
Labour? Hello! Getting bandwidth
as a third party is always difficult,
and for the Lib Dems, much of their
campaign will involve persuading
voters that they are the people to
remove Tory MPs in seats where
Labour is less strong, an idea they
have honed through a mass of
byelection victories.

What they’ll want to talk about
Sewage. NHS waiting lists.
Ambulance times. Sewage again.

What they won’t want to talk
about Brexit. In stark contrast to
the 2019 “revoke Brexit without a
referendum” pledge, the subject
remains dear to members but is on
the back burner.

Breakout star Daisy Cooper. Yes,
she is the deputy leader, but she
was only elected in 2019. Engaging

Don’'t talk about
Brexit

Breakout star
Daisy Cooper

and on top of every detail, Cooper
is often tipped as a future leader.

The logistics of the campaign
Unlike 2019, when they piled

up lots of votes but won only 11
seats, things this time are ultra-
disciplined, with a swathe of target
seats that will get more or less all
of the resources. There will be a
battlebus but not the electric one
the party used in 2019 - it’s not
available this time.

What would be a good night? It is
not impossible for the party to end
up with 50 or more MPs on 5 July.
Anything under 30 would be seen
as a blow.

SNP

The big message Stick with us,
only we can speak for Scotland

in Westminster. Maintaining a
hegemony is never easy, and after
winning 48 of 59 Scottish seats in
2019, and 56 in 2017, there is an
inevitable necessity for damage
limitation, especially with a third
leader in little over a year.

What they’ll want to talk about
Labour. Starmer’s party, polling
shows, is very much back in
Scotland, and John Swinney’s
team will want to highlight Labour
policies on welfare and Gaza in
particular.

What they won’t want to talk
about The forensic tent outside
Nicola Sturgeon’s house. Humza
Yousaf. Police arrests. Luxury
motorhomes. Health waiting lists.

Breakout star Kate Forbes. Hardly
a newcomer, but the new deputy
first minister is already being
widely used for campaigning,
despite reservations by some about
her socially conservative views.
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Don’t talk about
Forensic tents

Breakout star
Kate Forbes

The logistics of the campaign

This will partly depend on money.
With the recent turmoil, donors are
in short supply. Holyrood is still
sitting, which complicates things.
Talk of buses, battle or otherwise,
is understandably not always
welcome.

What would be a good night? A
good night is not anticipated; a
pushback in the polls and staying
as the largest party in Scotland in
terms of parliamentary seats would
be seen as a platform for the next
Holyrood elections. A bad night
could mean Labour taking 30 of the
57 Westminster seats that are now
on offer.

Greens

The big message Labour is going to
win, so why not have a few Greens
in parliament as well? There will be
a particular focus on the few seats
they might win.

What they’ll want to talk about
The environment and net zero,
obviously, but also poverty and
inequality, where the Greens see
Labour as ineffectual.

What they won’t want to talk
about Transgender rights. This is
arguably true of several parties, but
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Casting your ballot
Keydates

14 June Deadline for a postal or
proxy vote in Northern Ireland.
18 June Deadline to register to
vote.

19 June at 5pm Deadline to apply
for a postal vote.

26 June at 5pm Deadline to

apply for a proxy vote (where a
nominated person votes on your
behalf if you cannot). You can
apply for an emergency proxy vote
in some circumstances up to 5pm
on election day.

26 June at 5pm Deadline to apply
for a voter authority certificate,
the free ID that allows you to
vote if you do not have the newly
necessary photo ID.

4 July, 7am to 10pm Polling day.

the debate has particularly riven
the Greens.

Breakout star Zack Polanski.

The deputy leader and London
assembly member is a fluent media
performer, and he is likely to be
well used.

The logistics of the campaign
Focus, focus, focus. With limited
campaign resources - though

Don’t talk about
Transrights

Breakout star
Zack Polanski

J :

. with an increasing mass of local

councillors - the Greens will push
everything at defending their one
seat in Westminster (Brighton
Pavilion) and trying to gain one or
two more.

What would be a good night?

If Sian Berry kept Brighton Pavilion
after Caroline Lucas has stepped
down that would be good. The co-
leader Carla Denyer winning Bristol
Central from Labour would be
great. The co-leader Adrian Ramsay
taking the new Waveney Valley
constituency would be amazing.
But - it could end up being none.

Reform UK

The big message Let’s finish off
the Conservatives. Unlike 2019,
where they stood down in Tory-
held seats, Richard Tice’s brigade
does not mind inflicting damage on
Sunak, in the long-term hope that
Reform might replace the Tories.

What they’ll want to talk about
Immigration. Woke culture.

What they won’t want to talk
about That a vote for them will
help Labour win more MPs.

Breakout star Nigel Farage. He
might be its honorary president,
but he has taken a back seat of late.
Farage will pause his TV career to
go into battle for Reform, if not to
the extent of standing for a seat.

The logistics of the campaign
Reform is short of money, and a bit
short on candidates, so things will
be a rush and necessarily targeted.

What would be a good night?
Getting a vote share anywhere
near their current polling of 14% or
so. But if it gets closer to 5%, that
would be a big setback.

A Keir Starmer
speaks at
Labour’s
Scottish
campaign
launch event
in Glasgow
yesterday.

Top left, Rishi
Sunak talks

to reporters

on his flight
from Northern
Ireland to
Birmingham

PHOTOGRAPHS:
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Breakout star
Nigel Farage

Don’t talk about
Labour

Scotland
Libby Brooks
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Why the Scottish vote

matters so much to

Starmer and Sunak

hen the Labour leader, Keir
Starmer, helped to launch the
party’s Scottish election campaign
yesterday, he told effusive
supporters in Glasgow: “There’s
no change without Scotland, no
Labour without Scotland ... Scotland is central to the
mission of the next Labour government.”

Speaking to reporters afterwards, he emphasised
that the raw mathematics were just one part of why
Scotland will play such an important role in this
election. “Yes, it’s about the numbers,” he said. “We
lost very badly in 2019, and we’ve got to get every
single seat that we can possibly win ... But this is also
personal ... I want to be prime minister for the whole of
the United Kingdom and that includes Scotland.”

The fact that both main party leaders travelled
north of the border within 48 hours of the election
being called tells a tale in itself. The Scottish National
party, which has dominated in elections at Holyrood
and then Westminster for more than a decade, is
anticipating a heavy electoral cost as it resets under
its third leader in 18 months. It follows a period of
unprecedented turbulence, marked by bruising in-
fighting, the arrests of senior figures and the growing
perception among voters that the party no longer cares
about core concerns such as the cost of living crisis.

A day earlier, Rishi Sunak ended his whistlestop
UK tour in Nigg, north of Inverness, where he claimed
the SNP was “out of touch with the needs of ordinary
Scottish people” and blamed its “obsession” with
independence for failing public services.

With 57 constituencies in play after two were
subsumed in boundary changes, the electoral choices
of Scots alone are unlikely to determine which party
wins at Westminster, but they can significantly alter
the scale of the win for Labour, or loss for the Tories,
with recent polling suggesting that Labour could win
more than 30 seats with the SNP falling back to the low
teens from its current 43 MPs.

Scotland is also likely to provide a key strand of both
Labour and Tory campaign narratives.

For Starmer, this is partly about credibility: to win
Scotland back after a series of brutal electoral defeats
at the hands of the SNP is clearly important to his
own trajectory as Labour leader. It’s been evident
in the campaigning energy put into the Rutherglen
byelection - which resulted in an emphatic 20% swing
from the SNP last October - and the store he sets by his
relationship with the Scottish leader, Anas Sarwar.

Scottish Labour is also clear that the current
message of change applies as much to the Holyrood
elections in 2026, when Sarwar hopes to end nearly
two decades of SNP residency at Bute House.

For Sunak, campaigning on constitutional grounds
has proved successful in the past - remember the
impact of those 2015 Conservative attack ads showing
Ed Miliband stuffed in Alex Salmond’s pocket. Expect
locally tailored campaigning from the Scottish Tory
leader, Douglas Ross, as he defends seats in the north-
east - where Tories hope to capitalise on concerns
about oil and gas transition - and the Scottish borders.

In contrast to England and Wales, both Labour and
the Conservatives are more likely to have the SNP as
their constituency rivals rather than each other, points
out Ailsa Henderson, a professor of political science
at the University of Edinburgh. “Also, we anticipate
vote switching between Labour and the Conservatives
among unionists keen to limit SNP seats,” she said.

“What is interesting about this election in Scotland
is that constitutional preferences will play a smaller
role than in any election since 2015.”
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years of the Tories?

Hilary Osborne
Money and consumer editor

It is a simple question which will
be at the heart of the general
election campaign: after 14 years
of Conservative government, are
people better off?

Incomes

The answer for most people is

no, you are not better off. Pay has
fallen in real terms - thatis when
inflation, including housing costs,
has been taken into account. From
2010 to 2019, UK pay fell by 0.1% a
year. Things have improved since
the start of the pandemic, but
workers are earning thousands of
pounds less than if earnings had

risen with inflation. The living
wage - previously the minimum
wage - has gone from £5.93 an hour
for over-21sto £11.44. However, the
Resolution Foundation said cuts to
working-age benefits have offset
the gains for many. It said over the
past 10 years low-paid families with
children in receipt of benefits had
experienced almost no, or even
negative, income growth.

The personal tax allowance - the
bit that you can earn tax free each
year - increased rapidly in the
years of the coalition government,
letting 3.4 million people on low
incomes keep all of their earnings.
But since 2021 the thresholds have
been frozen. That means that those
getting pay rises have not felt as
much benefit as they would have.

Labour Abbott’s
future in party

to be decided by
4 June - Starmer

Aletha Adu

Political correspondent

Labour’s investigation into Diane
Abbott’s comments about racism,
which has lasted more than a year,
will be completed by 4 June, Keir
Starmer said yesterday.

It means Abbott’s future in the
party will be decided on the same
day as Labour’s deadline for its final
candidate selections.

The party has faced questions over
its new disciplinary process, given
the time it has taken to investigate
Abbott’s case compared with other
high-profile cases.

Abbott had the whip immediately
withdrawn last April after she wrote
a letter to the Observer suggesting

Jewish, Irish and Traveller people
were not subjected to racism “all
their lives”. She apologised on Twit-
ter, now X, the same day.

Starmer swiftly condemned her
comments as antisemitic, saying that
“we must neveraccept the argument
that there’s some sort of hierarchy
of racism”. Speaking the day after
her suspension, the Labour leader
added: “I will never accept that, the
Labour party will never accept that,
and that’s why we acted as swiftly as
we did yesterday.”

While Starmer has described
Abbott as a “trailblazer”, he has
refused to say whether he wants her
to be the party’s candidate for Hack-
ney North and Stoke Newington.

He told the BBC Radio 4 Today
programme: “The final decisions on
candidatesiscomingupinafewdays’
time, I think June 4. Butthatwillbea
matter for the Labour party’s national
executive committee.”

Abbott said last month she
would stay as an MP for “as long as
I possibly can”. Dozens of veteran
Labour figures across party factions
have said they would like the whip
returned to Abbott.
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Despite cuts to national insurance
this year, some people will still be
worse off than if the thresholds had
risen with inflation.

When the chancellor announced
the latest cut, the Resolution
Foundation said that anyone
earning up to £19,000 would still
be worse off. The biggest gainers, it
said, were those earning £50,000.

Housing
Though some homeowners have
experienced huge gains in the value
of their properties, it is harder than
ever to get on the housing ladder.
In May 2010 the average price of
a UK home was £169,162, according
to Nationwide building society. In
April this year it was £261,962.
However, the cost of a mortgage

4 With falls
inreal-terms
pay and rises

in the cost of
energy, left, and
council tax and
childcare, right,
the past 14 years
have had a

huge impact on
Britons’ finances

has gone from record lows - some
borrowers were able to lock in for
two years at below 1% - to rates not
experienced since before 2008.
According to Robert Gardner,
Nationwide’s chief economist, a
typical first-time buyer’s home
now costs 5.2 times their earnings,
up from 4.6 in 2010. Monthly
repayments are 39% of their take-
home pay. For most of the past 14
years it was running at about 29.3%.
The target of building 300,000
homes a year has not been met.

Children and young people

The past 14 years have been pretty
bleak. Within weeks of getting into
power the Conservatives scrapped
child trust funds - Gordon Brown’s
scheme to help families save for
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their children. The Institute for
Fiscal Studies found that the
accounts made a big difference to
the wealth of 18-year-olds, though
with average savings of £650 it said
this was unlikely to have affected
whether they could afford higher
education or a deposit for a home.

In England, tuition fees were
capped at £3,290 during the
coalition. Since 2017 that has
increased to £9,250.

Childcare costs have gone up
faster than inflation. According

£169,162

The average price of a UK home in
May 2010. It is now £261,962, says
the Nationwide building society

to the charity Coram, the average
price of 50 hours of childcare for a
child under two was £285 a week in
2023, more than 30% higherthan a
decade earlier.

Older people
Income for older people, especially
women, hasrisen, thanks to the
new state pension and the triple
lock, which was introduced by the
coalition government to ensure
state pensions kept up with
inflation and earnings.

However, Helen Morrissey,
head of retirement analysis at
the financial firm Hargreaves
Lansdown, said data shows that
after housing costs, and with
inflation taken into account,
pensioners received £387 a week
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week in 2010.

Bills

Council tax bills have risen, but
central government funding cuts
mean many of us get less for our
money. In 2010-11 the average bill
for aband D property in England
was £1,439. This year it is £2,171.

Between 2010-11 and 2019-20 the
amount local authorities spent on
services fell by 10.4%. The miles
covered by bus routes decreased
by 14% and a third of England’s
libraries closed.

Food prices went down for
several years as discounters opened
more shops in the UK. That trend
has reversed. In spring 2023 price
rises peaked at more than 19%.
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Royal Mail owner warns Czech
billionaire’s offer may bring risk

Kalyeena Makortoff
Alex Lawson

Royal Mail’sowner has warned thata
potential £3.5bn bid by the Czech bil-
lionaire Daniel Kretinsky could create
risk around the company’s finances.

The warning came as theindustry

regulator Ofcom announced it had
opened aninvestigationinto the par-
ent group, International Distributions
Services (IDS), for failing to meet its
annual delivery targets for the second
year in a row. Last year, Ofcom fined
the company £5.6m for failingtomeet
its first-class and second-class deliv-
ery targets in 2022-23.

The warningover therevised offer
by Kretinsky’s EP Group, which IDS
has said it is “minded” to accept,
wasissuedin delayed annual results
released yesterday afternoon. The
company apologised on Thursday for
failing torelease its results at 7am as
scheduled, because of auditor delays.

TheIDS board said Royal Mail had
“adequate resources” to operate
for at least 12 months, but its long-
term prospects hinged on whether
the new owners would be able to
maintain existing loans and secure
fresh funding.

“The extent of the uncertainty
related to whether existing finance
will be recalled following a change
in control, together with a lack
of visibility or control over the
availability of funding following a
change in control,” IDS said.

The report said this created
“material uncertainty” and “may cast
significant doubt on the entity’s abil-
ity to continue asa going concern and
it may therefore be unable to realise
its assets and discharge its liabilities
in the normal course of business”.

IDS reported that the company

swung to a £26m operating profit in
the year to March, up from a £742m
loss ayear earlier. IDS benefited from
better performance by its Royal Mail
division, where price hikes and an
increase in parcel deliveries helped
narrow its losses to £254m, com-
pared with abumper £1bn lossin the
previous 12 months.

EP Group has until 29 May to for-
mally submitits £3.5bn bid, improved
from an earlier £3.1bn offer that IDS
had said “significantly undervalues”
the company, or walk away from a
takeover for six months.
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Bereaved
father wins
change to
parental
leave law

Alexandra Topping

A father who was left without the
right to parental leave after his wife
died in childbirth has won a change
tothelawin England, Wales and Scot-
land on thelast day of this parliament.

Aaron Horsey found himself bat-
tlingbureaucracy aswell as grief after
his wife, Bernadette, 31, died while
giving birth to their son, Tim, at Royal
Derby hospital in 2022.

Because Horsey, a clinical trial
manager, had worked for his com-
pany forless than nine months, he did
not have the automaticrightto pater-
nity or parental leave, despite being
left in sole care of his newborn son.

But thanks to a newly discovered
skill for political lobbying and the
cross-party support of several MPs
and peers, yesterday a private mem-
ber’s bill passed that will ensure any
bereaved non-birthing partnerinthe
same situation will automatically get
the right to parental leave.

“Every timeIthink aboutit, it’s still
quite devastatingtorealise that forit
to help anybody they will have to be
in the same circumstances,” Horsey
said. “But because of this law, sup-
port is going to be there for those
people and for their employers.”

After atwo-year campaign, the law
was pushed through at the last min-
ute after the surprise announcement
of a 4 July general election. It made
it through a limited period of “wash-
up”, when, in agreement with the
opposition, the government speeds
through remaining legislation before
the end of a parliament’s term.

“It’s the first time I have felt anx-
ious when a general election hasbeen
called,” Horsey said. “I wasn’t sure I
had it in me to start all over again.”

The bill started as an urgent con-
versation between Horsey, while
carrying his three-week-old son,
and his MP, Darren Henry, the Con-
servative member for Broxtowe in
Nottinghamshire, in February 2022
when Horsey was still unsure if he
would have ajob after taking time off.

The pair met the minister Kevin
Hollinrake, who was supportive,
before the baton was taken up by
Labour’s Chris Elmore with a pri-
vate member’s bill. The paternity
leave (bereavement) bill was spon-
sored inthe Lords by Ruth Anderson
and supported from the government
side by Dominic Johnson. It amends
the Employment Rights Act, which
does not apply to Northern Ireland,
but Horsey is hopeful the country will
benefit from the changein the future.

Tim is now a rambunctious tod-
dlerwho doesnot yetunderstand the
nature of the law he helped change.
But he will, said Horsey. “Lots of other
children will have their collection of
storybooks for bedtime, but Tim’s got
a little pile of Hansard records,” he
said. “It’s part of his story.”

Reflecting on his own journey,
Horsey comes back to hisinspiration:
his wife and his son. “I would prefer
not to have faced this situation,” he
said. “ButIdid, and my wife’simpact
on me as a person has provided that
inspiration to see it through. And
hopefully I have also shown Tim that
you can make a change.”

A Aaron Horsey and Tim: ‘Lots of children will have storybooks for bedtime,

but Tim’s got a pile of Hansard records’ PHOTOGRAPH: MILLIE PILKINGTON/THE GUARDIAN
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Brimming

with fun
Heads up
it'sa

big hat
summer

Ellie Violet Bramley

nd just like that,
Sarah Jessica Parker
kicked off amood.
On Monday, the actor
posted a photo of
herself on the set of
the next season of the Sex and the
City spin-off wearing a gingham hat
the size of a steering wheel.

It cements a moment for the very
big hat that has seen actors such as
Margaret Qualley and Anya Taylor-
Joy wearing scene-stealing hats at
the Cannes film festival this week.

While the look might represent
a style of aspirational Tender Is the
Night-adjacent Riviera dressing,
it is also possible on a more modest
budget. At Cos, an oversized straw
hat has an brim that will keep
the sun off your face, neck and
shoulders for £65 (or, pictured
above, a smaller one for £55) and at
Toast, a £69 handwoven palm leaf
hat has a wide, floppy brim.

On the secondhand site Depop,
searches for big and oversized hats
have increased by 145% since the
start of the year. On Etsy, sellers
such as Stephanie Beck, who sells
as Bottega Apparel, are seeing an
surge in sales and interest. “The
fabric of choice seems to be straw,”
says Beck, “which evokes and adds
an element of a luxurious feel of
beachside glamour.”

With most of these hats made
from understated straw - the
original being the Jacquemus La
Bomba that took over sun-loungers
and beach bars in 2018 - Parker’s
strikes a more flamboyant note.
Commenters have likened it to one

‘ National

worn by the 1979-issued Strawberry
Shortcake doll, or a nappy bag.
Others have credited it with being
the making of the look.

The artist Maryam Keyhani,
whose designs include a souffle
hat and a clown-nose hat, says she
felt “pure pride and joy” on finding
out her work would be worn by
Carrie Bradshaw. It felt right for
the character, she says, because
“she looks like she’s completely

A Huge hats

on the catwalk
at Chanel,
while Margaret
Qualley (left)
wore a broad
brim in Cannes.
Straw hats for
sale at Cos, £55
(top, left)

PHOTOGRAPHS:
STEPHANE
CARDINALE/CORBIS/
GETTY; SEBASTIEN
NOGIER/EPA

disregarding what mainstream
culture tells her - her inner world is
much more important than that of
the outside world.”

The message it promotes, she
says, goes beyond fashion and
into “the freedom to look totally
unhinged if you want to - and as
women, at a certain age we truly
don’t care what people think of us,
as long as we feel right about it!”

In high fashion, there is a definite

WV Sarah Jessica Parker’s supersized
gingham hat on-set in New York;
Anya Taylor-Joy (below right) ina
straw scene-stealer pHOTOGRAPH: JASON
HOWARD/BAUER-GRIFFIN/GC IMAGES

High heel hack

When Zara Tindall wore a pale
pink satin dress to the Buckingham
Palace garden party this week, it
was her feet that made the fashion
headlines. Battling the sodden
grass of a wet day, she had placed
plastic protectors on the heels of
her pink suede shoes.

The idea can be traced back to
Clean Heels, based in Hampshire.
The founder and CEO, Ally
Stevenson, patented her design in
2006 and the company now sells
thousands of £3.99 clear protectors
each week online and at outlets
including Timpsons.

Stevenson says that while
Tindall’s protectors were not
bought from Clean Heels - “they’ve
got gaps in the heel where mud can
go in, ours is all concealed” - they
illustrate the usefulness of the idea.

“We’ve had ours [used] on
Downton Abbey, on Hollyoaks,
we’ve had good celebrities wearing
them,” she says. “But at the end
of the day, all I want to do is please
women out there and give them
a good day out without sinking in
the grass.” Ellie Violet Bramley

Tindall’s royal garden party solution

LA

moment for what is being called
the personality hat. At Prada that
means feathered military caps, at
The Row it is translated into pillbox
hats. Chanel went big on big hats
forits last collection.

There may be a reason some
personality hats are better suited
to catwalks, the Croisette or social
media. “Huge hats are not so
wearable,” says the owner of Etsy
shop Katarina Hats, “but they stand
outin TikTok and Instagram, which
contributes to the appeal.”

But the time feels right for some
of that fun to enter the mainstream.
“We areready for bold statements,
and ridiculously big hats make big
fashion statements,” says Katarina.

Keyhani sees big hats as a form
of playing dress-up. “Hats to me are
absolutely vessels for joy and play.
Not only for the person wearing
them but those witnessing - every
single smile I get whenIweara
giant big funny hat goes straight to
my heart. In the crazy world we live
in, we all can use some lightness.”
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Number of abortions in England
and Wales reaches record high

Caroline Davies

The number of abortions in England
and Wales hasreached record levels,
with financial pressures believed to
be afactorin why women are choos-
ing not to have a baby.

There were 251,377 abortions for
women resident in the two nations
in 2022, official figures from the
Department of Health and Social Care
(DHSC) show, which is the highest
number since the Abortion Act was
introduced almost 60 years ago and
arise of 17% on the 2021 figure.

The abortion and contraception

provider MSI Reproductive Choices
said it believed the cost of living crisis
combined with alack of accessto con-
traception because of stretched NHS
services were “playing a biggerrole”
in decisions to have an abortion.
Experts say improved access to
at-home abortions was another fac-
tor. Temporary measures putin place
during the pandemictoallow theuse
of pills for early medical abortion at
home, without theneed tofirstattend
a hospital or clinic, were made perma-
nent in England and Wales in 2022.
Taking medications at home

was the most common procedure,
accounting for 61% of all abortions
in 2022 - up nine percentage points
since 2021, the DHSC said.

The 25-29 age group had the big-
gest increase in abortion rates
between 2012 and the latest figures
for 2022, rising from 21.8 per 1,000
women to 31.4 per 1,000.

The British Pregnancy Advisory
Service (BPAS) said a survey this
month of 1,300 women who had
ended a pregnancy suggested finan-
cial factors had either mainly or
partly affected the decision for 57%

of participants, while 36% said they
had been unable to get the contracep-
tion they wanted.

Heidi Stewart, the BPAS chief
executive, said: “The cost of living
crisis has placed immense strain on
women and families, with too many
having to choose between financial
stability and having a baby. These
women have also told us that they
are facing long waits for contracep-
tive appointments, being refused ...
specific contraceptive methods, and
experiencing limited options for non-
hormonal birth control.”

Weight-loss
jabs not a
substitute
for policy,
says expert

Nicola Davis
Science correspondent

“Skinny jabs” risk being used as a
cop-out by governments to avoid
making hard policy decisions to pre-
vent obesity, an expert has warned.

Prof Giles Yeo, a geneticist at the
University of Cambridge and expert
on obesity and the brain control of
food intake, said drugs such as sema-
glutide - the active ingredient in
the weight-loss jab Wegovy - were
remarkable and worked for a major-
ity of people.

Indeed Wegovy - whichisavailable
on the NHS - can help people to lose
more than 10% of their body weight,
with drugs such as tirzepatide even
more effective. And the drugs are
becoming ever more potent in their
ability to help people lose weight.

“The effect sizes [in terms of
weightloss]ofthestuffcomingdown
theline are freaking incredible,” Yeo
said, adding that products were in
development that would require
one injection a month, rather than
weekly jabs.

But, Yeo stressed, such medi-
cations, known as GLP1 receptor
agonists, were designed to treat
obesity and its related illnesses, not
prevent it.

“Prevention of obesity will require
- will require - government policy
changes, the hard miles,and Idofear,
and this is a true fear, that actually
not only our government, but many
governments and policymakers may
very well use [these drugs] as a cop

A The geneticist Giles Yeo says the
drugs are effective but have limits

out not tomake the hard policy deci-
sions. And thatisarealissue,” hesaid.

Prevention is the cheaper
approach, he said, noting it avoids
costsassociated with obesity-related
conditions and those associated with
treating obesity.

“The problem is these are long-
term costs,” said Yeo, noting that
means they span many govern-
ments. Asaresult,along-term planis
needed. Yeosaid the necessary public
health measuresinclude subsidising
healthy foods to make them cheaper,
so they become the default choice
even when money is limited.

He also stressed the need to crack
down onthe placement of unhealthy
foodsinshops. “Ido think thatif you
want to eat something - chocolate,
pudding, or whatever - that you
walk to the aisle that says chocolate,
and you walk to the aisle that says
lasagne, you walk to the aisle that
says ice-cream, and purchase it,” he
said, noting that enables personal
agency without people being sold
items they were notintendingtobuy.

Yeo added that while regulations
are also needed on advertising of
junk foods, plans for a 9pm water-
shed were “a load of bollocks” now
given that many people stream shows
as and when they want.

He also stressed it was important
that action on advertising applied to
allfoodsthat meet set nutritional cri-
teria - suchashavinghighlevelsoffat,
saltand sugar -regardless of whether
thefoodin question comes fromafast
food outlet or fancy restaurant.

Yeo added that while drugs such
as semaglutide are effective when it
comes to treating obesity - and are
beingtrialled in other areas of health
from dementia to addiction - they
have their limits.

“They make you feel fuller: you
feel fuller, you eatless,” hesaid. “But
what they don’t do is improve your
diet.” That, Yeo said, is a concern if
they are used by people who con-
sume a poor diet.

“All this drug will do isreduce the
amount of the poordiet you’re eating,
so therefore you willlose weight, but
it won’t improve your diet,” he said.

Yeo cautioned there could even
be unintended effects, given an
unhealthy diet might be low in pro-
tein and micronutrients, meaning
smaller portions might notreachrec-
ommended levels.

“There is a potential danger if
your diet was poor to begin with,
that you find yourself in malnutri-
tion,” he said.

Ultimately, said Yeo, while such
drugs should be embraced as a way
to treat obesity, preventionremained
crucial. “We cannot lose sight of the
fact that actually we still need to
improve the environment,” he said.
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Omega-3 01ls
Should we still
be taking them
and if so, how?

Anna Bawden
Nicola Davis

Omega-3 oils, typically found in
oily fish and fish oil supplements,
are often said to have numerous
health benefits, such as reducing

and joint pain.

But recent research published
in the journal BMJ Medicine
shows that although fish oil
supplements could reduce the
risk for those who already have
cardiovascular disease, they may
increase the risk of someone
developing a heart condition or
stroke in the first place. So are
omega-3s good for us, and does it
matter how we get them?

Why do we need omega-3s?
Omega-3s are essential fatty
acids, which are important for
your health. Your body can’t
make them, so you have to get
them from your diet.

There are three main types of
omega-3. Alpha-linolenic acid
(ALA) is necessary for our bodies
to make eicosapentaenoic acid
(EPA) and docosahexaenoic
acid (DHA). EPA and DHA
are important for your heart,
blood vessels, lungs and the
immune and hormone systems.
DHA is also important for the
development of the retina, brain
and nervous system in babies.

But as we can only convert
small amounts of ALA into EPA
and DHA, we need to eat foods
containing them.

How do I get omega-3s?
Oily fish such as mackerel,
salmon and sardines are arich
source of EPA and DHA omega-3s.
Shellfish, and white fish such as
cod, haddock and plaice, also
contain omega-3s, but at much
lower levels than oily fish. If
you don’t eat fish, you can get
them from flaxseed, chia seeds,
walnuts, rapeseed, soya beans
and the oils made from them.
Many people take fish oil
supplements or vegetarian
omega-3 supplements, which
contain microalgae oil.

Does it make a differenceifItake
supplements or eat fish?

Current guidelines recommend
the latter. The NHS recommends
eating at least one portion of oily

the risk of heart attacks, dementia

. A Salmon is one type of fish that

: isrich in EPA and DHA omega-3s,
. along with mackerel and sardines
PHOTOGRAPH: ESSEFFE/GETTY IMAGES

. fish a week to help prevent the

. development of cardiovascular

. disease. But pregnant women or
. those breastfeeding shouldn’t

: have more than two portions or
: 140g a week.

National Institute for Health and

. Care Excellence (Nice) guidelines

: do not recommend the use of

. omega-3 supplements to prevent

. cardiovascular disease or prevent

: another heart attack, unless your

. GP prescribes them for high levels
. of triglyceride.

. The British Dietetic Association,
. which represents UK dietitians,

. Supplements: ‘evidence
-of benefits is inconclusive’

v
>

2 .

:

. says: “Omega-3 supplements

. are not recommended in the

. UK general population. This is
. because evidence of benefits is
. inconclusive.”

. What about this new study?

In brief, a team of researchers

: monitored the health of more than
. 400,000 participants in the UK

. Biobank (a biomedical database)

. for an average of 12 years. They

. looked at the impact of taking fish

. oil supplements on developing

: heart conditions such as atrial

. fibrillation (irregular heartbeat),

. heart attack, stroke and heart :
. failure. They also assessed whether :
. these supplements affected the
. progression of heart conditions.

They found that regular use of

. fish oil supplements was associated :
. with a 13% heightened risk of

. developing atrial fibrillation and

. a5% heightened risk of having a

. stroke. But the study also showed

. that these supplements were

. associated with a 15% lower risk of
. progressing from atrial fibrillation
. to a heart attack, and a 9% lower

. risk of progressing from heart

. failure to death.

But this study looked only at

. omega-3 supplements, so cannot
. tell us about the risks and benefits
. of eating oily fish itself.

. A Omega-3 fatty acids are alo |
. found in nuts and soya beans
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How does this fit with other

. research?

. Previous studies have found little
. or no evidence that supplements
. containing the omega-3s EPA

. and DHA lowered therisk of a

. heart attack, stroke, or dying

. from heart disease. And a large

. study conducted in the US found
. that fish oil supplements were

. beneficial only for people who did
. not eat fish.

Some studies have found high

levels of omega-3s are associated
. with lower risks of dementia -

. 4 Many people take fish oil or

. vegetarian omega-3 supplements

. as an alternative to eating oily fish
PHOTOGRAPH: DMITRII IVANOV/ALAMY

. though how participants got

. these omega-3s is not clear,

. and the study does not prove

. cause and effect - while research
. suggests consuming oily fish

. could help reduce inflammation
. and pain for patients with

~ : rheumatoid arthritis and lupus.

Research from 2022 found

. that, among older adults, taking

. regular fish oil supplements was

. significantly associated with a

. lower risk of incidents of all-cause
. dementia, as well as vascular

. dementia, frontotemporal

: dementia and other dementias,

. but not Alzheimer’s disease.

. Soshould I stop taking omega-3
. supplements or start eating

. oily fish?

. Tom Sanders, emeritus professor
. of nutrition and dietetics at

. King’s College London, said

. small amounts of long-chain

. omega-3 fatty acids have a

. permitted health claim for the

: maintenance of a healthy heart,
. and for normal brain and visual
' : development in infants.

But trials in relation to heart

. disease prevention have mainly

. been in people with type 2

. diabetes or those who have had

| . acardiovascular event, he said.

. What’s more, although high doses
. of fish oil supplements have

. been associated with decreased

. cardiovascular mortality, most

. trials using lower doses show no

. such benefit.

“Current guidelines for

. cardiovascular disease prevention
. do encourage fish consumption

. but not fish oil supplements,”

. Sanders said.

Nathan Davies, the clinical

. nutrition programmes lead at

. University College London, said

. there was no evidence that eating
. fish was damaging to your health.

“Eating a healthy diet is always

~ : preferable to taking supplements,
. and that following NHS advice to

. eat oily fish on a weekly basis is

. beneficial in relation to omega-3

. : intake, vitamin D and other

{ | micronutrients,” he said.

“Where people have

. specific dietary requirements,

. supplements can be beneficial,

. but for the vast majority of the

. population it is far better to eat a
. varied diet.”

Tracy Parker, a senior dietitian

. at the British Heart Foundation,
. agrees. “The traditional

. Mediterranean diet has been

. shown time and again to reduce
. the risk of heart attack or stroke.
. This includes more fish - white

. and oily - and less red meat,

. along with plenty of fruit and

. vegetables, beans, lentils, nuts,

. seeds and wholegrains.”

Davies said there was no

. need for anyone taking omega-3

. supplements to discontinue

. them. And if you are worried

. about your heart, you should seek
: medical advice and not try to

. self-medicate with supplements,
. he added.
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Getting animated

Why Japanese

cartoons are firing

up sports stars

Lanre Bakare
Arts and culture correspondent

he Bournemouth

striker Dominic

Solanke twice thought

he had scored the

opening goal against

Brentford on 11 May.
Each time he wheeled away to
celebrate, he put on an orange
mask with a spiral pattern and one
eyehole before posing in front of
the cameras.

The goal was ruled out by VAR,
but the celebration went viral, as
journalists wrote about “masked
mayhem” and others wondered
what this “bizarre” celebration

could mean. It was the latestina
string of hand gestures and poses
Solanke had struck that were
inscrutable to the uninitiated.
But for fans of anime - Japanese
animated dramas - it was obvious
the mask was a character, Obito
Uchiha, from the Naruto series.
With its roots in 80s manga
comics and animated films such
as the 1988 cyberpunk epic Akira,
anime has become a worldwide
phenomenon in the past two
decades. It has grown from
children’s entertainment to a
medium for any kind of story.
Shows including Dragon
Ball Z, One Piece and Naruto have
hundreds of episodes and are
watched by millions on streaming

platforms, with the industry -
including comics, video games,
merchandise, TV shows and films -
worth about $30bn (£24bn) in 2023.

Shonen, a form of anime
primarily aimed at 13- to 18-year-
old boys, has proved particularly
popular with the current
generation of sports professionals.

So far this season, Solanke has
made subtle references to shonen
during his goal celebrations,
including Jujutsu Kaisen, Gear
Second and One Piece.

The Bournemouth striker
is not alone in his anime goal
celebrations: NFL stars, fellow
footballers in Germany’s
Bundesliga, Olympic athletes and

playersin Australia’s National

V¥ Dominic Solanke celebrates a goal
wearing an Obito Uchiha mask. Left,
the Naruto character pHOTOGRAPH:
ROBIN JONES/AFC BOURNEMOUTH/GETTY
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Rugby League have all embraced
the trend.

The MMA star and former UFC
middleweight champion Israel
Adesanya has arguably done more
than any other sportsperson to
raise the profile of anime. The
Nigerian-born fighter often picks
anime themes for his bouts:
changing his ring walk, music and
sometimes fighting style in honour
of a particular show.

When Adesanya fought the

Brazﬂlan Anderson Silvain 2019,
he posed with his arms stretched
out in reference to another Naruto
character, Rock Lee. “If you know,
you know,” he has said about the
gestures. “I play to my crowd.”
Many of those embracing the
trend are gen Z, born between
1997 and 2012, though some - like
Adesanya - are older millennials.
Helen McCarthy, an anime expert
and author, said the fact more
gen Zers are referencing the genre

4 The MMA
fighter Israel
Adesanya,

who has been
instrumental in
raising anime’s
profile, poses in
reference to the
character Rock
Lee, above

PHOTOGRAPH: JEFF
BOTTARI/GETTY

makes sense as they were children
when two key changes triggered
its boom: the arrival of high-speed
internet and the proliferation of
anime pirating platforms.

“Until that happened, we
couldn’t access anime on a regular
basis,” said McCarthy.

Isaac John, the former rugby
league player who now runs the
podcasting and clothing company
YKTR, says many Australian and
New Zealand players grew up with

&

shows such as Dragon Ball Z. “It’s
that little pocket of one hourina
day between school and chores
that you can get some escapism,”
he said. “Footy players are just big
kids, they never really grow up.”

But for some sports figures,
anime isn’t just something they
enjoy during downtime. Asked if
anime had influenced his style of
play, Solanke told the BBC: “You
could say mindset a bit because it’s
just so, like, relentless, so many
stories [about] just not giving up.”

That idea of resilience and
resolve is something several
sportspeople have said fuels their
love of anime. In Australia, the
rugby league player Brian To’o of
the Penrith Panthers has started a
clothing brand with his teammate
Jarome Luali, inspired by Dragon
Ball Z, while To’o said he models
himself partly on the character of
Son Goku. “He’s a family man who
strives for greatness, and that’s
something that inspires me,” he
said last year before the State of
Origin series, where he appeared in
Dragon Ball Z-inspired boots.

“In my world, I’m player one,”
Adesanya recently told GQ, when
explaining his nickname “The Last
Stylebender”, a reference to the
Avatar anime.

“I had to master all the elements
of martial arts to realise my destiny

.. It’s very relatable.”
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Mother jailed for
life after abusing
and killing son, 3

Kevin Rawlinson

A woman who beat her three-year-
old sonwithabamboo cane claiming
she was following Bible teachings

| National

weeks before she murdered him was
jailed for life with a minimum term
of 25 years yesterday.

Christina Robinson inflicted excru-
ciating pain on her son, Dwelaniyah,
over several weeks before she shook
himtodeathin their County Durham
home in November 2022.

Mr Justice Garnham said Robinson
was guilty of a gross abuse of trust as
the boy’s mother.

A trial at Newcastle crown court
heard she had deliberately immersed
himinscalding water, causing severe
burns that left him in agony.

She did not seek medical help
because the danger tothe child would
have been obviousto a health worker.

Robinson, a Black Hebrew Israelite
originally from Tamworth in Stafford-
shire, admitted hittingtheboy with a
bamboo canebut claimed she was fol-
lowing a Bible scripture that advised
the use of the rod for “correction”.

She was convicted of murder and
four child cruelty charges afteratrial
in March. Robinson was also con-
victed of child neglect for leaving
Dwelaniyah at home while she had
an affair behind her husband’s back.
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‘Forever chemicals’ in

WV A church in Bentham, the North
Yorkshire town with a population of
3,000 and a firefighting foam factory

PHOTOGRAPH: JOE DUNCKLEY/SHUTTERSTOCK

North Yorkshire town
samples highest in UK

Pippa Neill

A small town in North Yorkshire has
been found to have the highest con-
centration of “forever chemicals” in
the UK, it can be revealed.

The market town of Bentham,
which is home to 3,000 people and
set on the banks of the River Wen-
ning, is also home to the Angus
International Safety Group - locally
known as Angus Fire - which since
the 1970s has been producing fire-
fighting foams containing PFAS at a
factory near the town centre.

PFAS, short for per-and polyfluoro-
alkyl substances and commonly
known as forever chemicals owing
to their persistence in the environ-
ment, are a family of about 10,000
chemicals that have been linked to
a wide range of serious illnesses,
including certain cancers. They are
usedinarange of consumer products,
from frying pans to waterproof coats,
but one of their most prolific uses is
in firefighting foams.

Angus Fire has not breached any
rules in terms of the PFAS it has
produced or tested at its Bentham
site, and it stopped testing PFAS
foams there in 2022 as the industry
prepares for the banning of PFAS
foams containing the known
carcinogen perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA) next year.

However, data obtained by the
environmental news site the Ends
Report under a series of freedom of
informationrequestsand shared with
the Guardian, has revealed that the
highest known levels of PFAS con-
tamination in the UK have been
recorded in the groundwater on the
firm’s Bentham site. Among these
are PFOA and perfluorooctane sul-
fonate (PFOS) - forever chemicals
with known human health impacts.

Angus Fire has also repeatedly
breached its environmental permits,
with one permit breached 20 timesin
the past 10 years. Last year, the firm
was warned by the Environment

23,033

Agency that its permit could be sus-
pended after the regulator found
unpermitted discharges of PFAS to
the environment in Bentham.

Under its permit, the firm is
required to test the soil and ground-
water on the site. The results of this
testing, obtained by the Ends Report,
show that in 2008 the groundwater
samples recorded a PFAS reading of
1,199,000 nanograms/litre.

Dr Patrick Byrne, a reader in
hydrology and environmental
pollution at Liverpool John Moores
University, said these were the
“highest concentrations of total PFAS
that I have ever come across in any
environment in England”.

Byrne said it was “particularly con-
cerning” that these samples were
from groundwater, rather than raw
effluent coming directly from the
foam production.

Within this total sum of PFAS was
18,100 ng/l of PFOA and 36,100 ng/1 of
PFOS. PFOA is categorised as a class
one carcinogen, and both substances
are now banned.

To put these numbers in context,
the government’s environmental
quality standard for PFOS is 0.65
ng/l - 55,538 times lower than that
recorded on the Angus Fire site.

In 2010, groundwater sampling
recorded 47,200 ng/1 of total PFAS,
and 63,400 ng/lwasrecorded in 2018.

Samples were all taken from near
Angus Fire’s wastewater lagoons,
which until 2020 received con-
taminated runoff from the PFAS
firefighting testing.

Residents said foams from the test
site used to make their way on to their
street. One woman who lived on it
from 1997 to 2016 said her children
used to play in the foam.

An Environment Agency spokes-
person said: “We are currently
reviewing Angus Fire’s environmen-
tal permitinrelation to PFAS. We will
continue to assess any risks associ-
ated with the historic presence of
these chemicals.”

An Angus Fire spokesperson said:
“We no longer manufacture or test
any PFAS-containing foam products
at Bentham. We actively address all
concerns related to local environ-
mental impact and compliance.”
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independent Co-operative stores. £1 joining fee, see coop.co.uk/terms/membership.

Multiple of the safe standard set for
the carcinogen PFOA found at the
foam factory sitein Bentham
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Morgan Spurlock, film-maker
behind Super Size Me, dies at 53

Andrew Pulver

The documentary-maker Mor-
gan Spurlock - the director of films
including Super Size Me and Where
in the World Is Osama Bin Laden? -
has died aged 53.

His family announced in a state-
ment that he “passed away peacefully
surrounded by family and friends
in New York from complications of
cancer”.

His brother, Craig Spurlock, said:
“It was a sad day, as we said good-
bye to my brother Morgan. Morgan
gave so much through his art, ideas,
and generosity. The world has lost
a true creative genius and a special
man. I am so proud to have worked
with him.”

Super Size Me, released in 2004,
was his first film as director, and
marked a new direction in accessi-
ble, personalised, gimmick-oriented
documentary-making. Init, Spurlock
said he planned to eat only McDon-
alds food for a month, and chart the

‘Morgan gave so
much through his art,
ideas and generosity.
The world has lost a
true creative genius’

Craig Spurlock
Brother

4 Morgan
Spurlock in
Super Size

Me, his 2004
personalised
exploration of
the obesity crisis
in the US

PHOTOGRAPH:
ALAMY

effect on his physical and mental
health. It wasnominated for the best
documentary Oscar and was credited
with raising awareness of the obesity
crisis in the United States.

A sequel, Super Size Me 2: Holy
Chicken!, in 2017, saw Spurlock run-
ning his own fast-food restaurant to
examine the way the food industry
had changed since the first film.

Born and raised in West Virginia,
Spurlock earned a BFA at New York
University and created the stunt

webcast I Bet You Willin 2002, which
subsequently became a TV show.

After Super Size Me’s success,
Spurlock made Where in the World
Is Osama Bin Laden?, in which he
attempted to track down the then-
fugitive leader of al-Qaida.

He also contributed to the 2010
adaptation of Steven D Levittand Ste-
phen JDubner’s Freakonomics - with
a segment asking if names influence
people’s lives - and POM Wonderful
Presents: The Greatest Movie Ever
Sold in 2011, investigating product
placement.

In 2013 Spurlock released One
Direction: This Is Us, a film shot in
3D featuring the British boyband in
concert and behind the scenes.

Spurlock also directed the TV spe-
cial The Simpsons 20th Anniversary
Special - In 3-D! On Ice!, shown in
2010. Arguably his most successful
TV work was the FX series 30 Days,
which ran between 2005 and 2008,
in which participants took on an
unlikely task or lifestyle, such as a
devout Christian living with a Mus-
lim family, or Spurlock himselfliving
on minimum wage.

In 2017, Spurlock published an
open letter in which he admitted sex-
ual misconduct and resigned from his
production company, Warrior Poets.

Spurlock was formerly married
to Alexandra Jamieson and Sara
Bernstein, and is survived by two
sons, Laken and Kallen.
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V Ilie Nastase playing in Paris in
1977. The Romanian often argued
with umpires over their decisions

PHOTOGRAPH: AFP/GETTY
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Tpaid for it tennis bad boy
Nastase revisits his career

Andrew Pulver

“We’d never seen a player like this,”
saysone. “When Ilie was on the court,
something was always happening,”
says another. They are talking in a
new documentary about Ilie Nastase,
the original bad boy of tennis in the
early 70s, which was screened at the
Cannes film festival yesterday.

The film’s title is Nasty, the nick-
name that quickly attached itself to
Nastase, whose on-court antics and
confrontations with umpires were
previously unthinkable in what had
beenalargely staid and well-behaved
sport, dominated by amateurism.

The “open” era, in which “grand
slams” started to offer prize money
and allow professionals to compete
alongside amateurs, had only started
in 1968, and Nastase became one of
the first high-profile beneficiaries.

Now 77, he remains unrepentant.
“We wanted to be professional, but
we got unprofessional umpires. For
me, that was the problem. I never
complained about somethingIwasn’t
sure was wrong. I had to do right for

A Nastase at the Cannes film festival
yesterday, where Nasty was screened

myself. That’s why I said what I said
and, of course I got banned, I got
fined. I paid forit.” Now, he says, the
situation is different. “They are so
strict but when I was No 1 you could
get away with more and more stuff.”

UK audiencesare likely toremem-
ber Nastase for his only Wimbledon
final, which he lost to Stan Smith in
1972; this was part of a purple patch
in his career in which he defeated
Arthur Ashe to win the US Open title
the same year, and won the French
Openin 1973 without droppinga set.
In1973 he wasnamed the No 1 player
in the first ever ATP rankings. But
his manifest excellence was accom-
panied by unruly behaviour that

umpires, and the tennis rulebook
itself, proved ill-equipped to handle,
which led directly to the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation creating a
professional code of conduct.

In a period when the sport was
more comradely and accessible,
Nastase cutaglamorous figure, with
an exoticism underlined by his Roma-
nian heritage. In the 60s and early
70s, tennis was largely dominated by
Americans, Australians, and west-
ern Europeans, and his Iron Curtain
background made him mysterious.

Nastase’s mercurial nature has
also led to what he has previously
described as “negative reactions”
- principally a clash with Serena
Williams in 2017 after he was heard
off mic apparently referring to her
unborn child’s skin colour as “choc-
olate with milk”. Nastase later
apologised for the remark, as well as
forinsulting the British tennis players
Anne Keothavong and Johanna Konta
during the same tournament. Nastase
blames an unfortunate translation
from his original jokein Romanian for
offending Williams. “It was an unfor-
tunatesituation, butI’mnotaracist.”

Nastase is now thinking about his
legacy. “It’simportant for kids today
to see what tennis was like then and
I want to leave something behind
for my family. I came out of Roma-
nia when I was 19, I learn fast, I love
tennis. AndIlearn, if you put passion
into it, you’re going to make it.”
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» MPs from
opposing
parties scuffle
close to the
speaker’s chair
as Taiwan’s
lawmakers
held a vote on
parliamentary
reforms

SAM YEH/GETTY

A A stork flies
over farmland
near Frankfurt.
An average

of more than
4,000 breeding
pairs of the
birds migrate
to Germany
each year
MICHAEL PROBST/AP

Evewitnessed
Pictures of the week
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4 Tom Holland,
centre, as
Romeo in a new
production of
Romeo and
Juliet at the
Duke of York’s
theatre, London
MARC BRENNER
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Theatre

review

A witty

walting

game

The Bounds
Livetheatre Newcastle
* X KK

Mark Fisher

f you despair at how little
work the goalie of your rival
team has to do, just spare
a thought for Rowan and
Percy. In Stewart Pringle’s
absorbing new play, they
are defenders on a 16th-century
football pitch measured in miles.
This formative game, a
lawless battle between rival
Northumberland villages, can carry

| National

on for days. Stationed on a grassy
knoll on the periphery, Rowan and
Percy are like characters in Waiting
for Godot (thereis even a boy who
arrives with a message from his
master), dutifully biding their time
in the hope that the action will
come their way. It is hardly a spoiler
to say it does not.

Just as possession of the ball
eludes them, as Pringle’s play
unfolds it becomes apparent that
their role as peasant labourers
deprives them of agency. Kings,
popes and London politics are as
remote to them as the sporting
action, yet in an era of Reformation
turmoil, embodied in the upper-
class outsider Samuel, a Roman
Catholic on the run, they will bear
the consequences of decisions
made far away.

Therein lies the strength and
weakness of Pringle’s play. He
wants to give voice to the ordinary
people, the cannon fodder, the
disenfranchised, at the same
time as implying the real events
are happening elsewhere. That
Rowan and Percy are powerless is
his point, but it also means they
have no influence on the drama.
Whatever they do makes no
difference.

Although written with wit and
abrasive lyricism, The Boundsis
a play of character and ideas, not
theatrical invention. All praise then

A On Verity Quinn’s set for The
Bounds, the characters are powerless
while real events happen elsewhere

Just as the ball
eludes them, so they
are more generally

dispossessed

to the director, Jack McNamara, for
holding the focus in a production
that is steeped in the strangeness
of this primitive game, not least
thanks to Drummond Orr’s
shimmering spring lighting on
Verity Quinn’s earthen set.

Lauren Waine and Ryan Nolan
make an excellent double act as
Rowan and Percy, their small-town
distrust a comic contrast to the self-
assured flamboyance of Soroosh
Lavasani’s fated Samuel. They play
a good game.

Until 8 June. At Royal Court theatre,
London, from 13 June to 13 July

Man, 75, arrested
after dog walker,

65, shot dead

Kevin Rawlinson

Police have arrested a 75-year-old
man in connection withthe deathofa
65-year-old dog walker who was shot
dead on a countryside track.

Officers said yesterday morning
that the man was being questioned
by detectives from the major inves-
tigation team.

The body of Brian Low was found
in Pitilie, near Aberfeldy in Perth-
shire, atabout 8.30amon 17 February.

Police Scotland has interviewed
more than 800 people and looked
at more than 2,000 hours of CCTV
footage as part of its investigation.

Low, who retired from his job as
a groundsman at the Edradynate
estate in Perthshire last year, had
been walking his black labrador.

Police Scotland had initially
believed that Low’s death was non-
suspicious and “medical-related”,
but a medical examination six days
after hisbody was discovered “estab-
lished that he had injuries consistent
with being fatally shot™.

An URGENT appeal to Guardian readers

exists to protect refugees. The

number of people needing protection
is growing rapidly, leaving UNHCR's
lifesaving humanitarian work seriously
underfunded. Recent years have seen
multiple emergencies where, in just one
day, people’s lives have changed forever
as they were forced to flee their homes

and become refugees.

On 24 February 2022 Russia launched its
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, displacing
millions of people. Tatiana, from Kharkiv,
describes the scene she woke to:

“We looked out the window and saw smoke,
fire, explosions. In an hour or two there
were tanks under our windows. We realised
we had to leave but had nowhere to go.

We didn’t know what to do. We didn’t

know where we were going.”

On 6 February 2023, a series of earthquakes
Killed over 55,000 people in Turkiye and
Syria, and destroyed tens of thousands of
homes. UNHCR teams on the ground

sprang into action, providing items such

as 31,600 tents, 45,000 sleeping bags and
over 100,000 thermal blankets in Turkiye.

Just two months later, on 15 April 2023, the
escalation of conflict in Sudan saw millions
forced to flee in fear of their lives. UNHCR’s
emergency response teams welcomed
refugees at Sudan’s borders, providing
them with shelter and lifesaving essentials.

In just one day, people can lose everything and become refugees...

MAKE TODAY THE DAY
YOU DECIDE TO HELP.

l ' NHCR, the UN Refugee Agency,

[S—— 3

—— - A

escape violence.

A UNHCR team member leads Rohingya refugees to safety
after they were forced to flee their homes in Bangladesh to

Turkiye/Syria and Sudan were amongst

43 emergencies declared in 2023. Many,
such as Sudan, are continuing to force
more people from their homes. That’s why
UK for UNHCR is asking Guardian readers if
you will make today, 25 May 2024, the day
that you take action to help refugees.

A gift of £96 today could provide a family

of four with a lifesaving Emergency Rescue
Kit containing the essentials they need to

| would like to give:

Give now at

£96 £192

£288

| enclose a cheque made payable to UK for UNHCR OR
| would like to make a donation by debit/credit card

unrefugees.org.uk/oneday-guardian
Call 0800 029 3883, or fill in the form below

Other £

Card no. Expiry date
/
Signature Date
/ /

Title

First name

Tick here, if you don’t want to receive an acknowledgement by post

Last name

Address

Postcode

Email

Provide your details below to receive updates by email and/or phone on the impact
of your support and how you can donate and help in other ways.

Phone

survive far from home.

save their lives.

When bombs are falling and bullets flying,
people often escape with only the clothes
on their backs. Your support today can
ensure that the next day people are forced
to flee, UNHCR can be there to provide the
humanitarian aid that could

Please return this form along with your cheque to:
Freepost UK FOR UNHCR (you don’t need a stamp)

Increase your donation by 25p for every £1 you donate

| would like UK for UNHCR to claim Gift Aid on this donation (currently 25p for
each £1 donated), as well as any donations | make in the future and have made in
the past four years to UK for UNHCR, until | notify you otherwise. | confirm | am a UK taxpayer and |
understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed
on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. | understand that
council tax and VAT do not qualify. If your circumstances change or you have any questions, please
contact our Supporter Care Team on 0800 029 3883 or email supportercare@unrefugees.org.uk
The Gift Aid claimed will be used to fund the whole of UK for UNHCR's work.

Respecting your personal data: We will use your details to process your

donation and to keep you up to date with our work, fundraising activities and
other events. You can read more about how we use your data in our Privacy Policy
unrefugees.org.uk/privacy-policy You can opt out of any communications at any
time by contacting our Supporter Care Team using the details above.
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Emma Brockes
New York diary

Fangs for the warnz’ng .

leaving the city, there’s

Monday

It’s rattlesnake season in the
American south-west, which, if
average June temperatures of
40C (104F) don’t deter you, might
give you pause before planning

a trip. This week, in Scottsdale,
Arizona, the state’s annual
venomous snake training courses
got under way, an events series
that takes place every spring as the
weather warms up and the snakes
start to stir from their slumber.

Three broad groups of
people attend this course: park
and wildlife rangers; Arizona
residents with experience of
finding snakes in their homes;
and reporters from New York on
the regional-Americans-are-a-
hoot circuit.

In that last category, picture
a northern type who might, for
example, have been known to
scream loudly when something
rustles in the bushes during a
hike, and who, alongside fellow
classmates, is invited to trap and
release a non-venomous gopher
snake as a test run.

This is followed by the
provision of a tub with the words
“danger: venomous reptiles” on
the side, out of which, according
to the intrepid National Public
Radio reporter, a rattlesnake
emerges, and which those present
- all of whom have paid $120 to
do this - are taught “how to safely
grab with tongs”. (For a further
$120 you can keep the tongs.)

There are many skills I wish
I had, but I can say with some
confidence that grabbing a
dangerous snake with a pair
of tongs isn’t among them.

The instructor, meanwhile,

real venom out there

seeks to educate the class on
common snake misconceptions.
Rattlesnakes are not aggressive,
apparently. You can step on one
and most of the time it won’t

even bite you. Still, this month
alone in Arizona there have been
13 bites and the state’s spectacular
national parks all feature large
signs carrying snake warnings -

a handy reminder, in my view,

of the greatness of Tenby as a
holiday destination, or Ventnor, or
Southwold, or Rhyl.

Tuesday

I have a friend who wants to write
a Tarantino-type revenge movie
about an ordinary American who
goes on a one-woman mission

to destroy Reese Witherspoon.
One knows what she means.

That went
down a storm
at the earlier
show

PHOTOGRAPHS: GARETH
FULLER/PA; DARREN
STAPLES/AFP/GETTY

Witherspoon, who is a powerful
force in American TV and
publishing, tends to pick for her
book club novels with names
like Belinda Bees Is Having a Bad
Day, in which a woman who is
misunderstood finds a man who is
also misunderstood and together
they celebrate their “weirdness”
by organising a conventional
wedding. One can enjoy these
books, which Witherspoon’s
production company often turns
into TV shows, while never
quite overcoming the suspicion
that, were Witherspoon ever to
encounter something genuinely
weird, she wouldn’t like it one bit.
Anyway, the flip side to this
cynicism is that Witherspoon sells
an awful lot of books, for which we
must, of course, be grateful, and
here she is in the New York Times
this week talking about her mission
to save publishing, and feminism.
“It needs to be optimistic,” says
Witherspoon of her book picks.
“It needs to be shareable. Do you
close this book and say: ‘I know
exactly who I want to give it to?’”
Do you like to read it in a onesie
and upload the photo of you doing
so to Instagram? Do you think
books can be inspiring without
being “optimistic”? Does Reese
Witherspoon make you want to
put your head through a wall?
Obviously, if ’m everin a
position to have Witherspoon
select a book I have written for her
book club or any other purpose,
I will take pains to have these
remarks expunged from the
internet and deny I ever made

Shall we open
with a few
bars of I Got
You Babe?

them, before her researchers can
say “due diligence”.

Wednesday

Gérard Depardieu, that old rogue,
was involved in a resolutely retro
fracas in a cafe in Rome this week,
where, according to witnesses, he
punched a paparazzo in the face.
The singular detail here is that,
while one might be surprised to
hear that, at 75, Depardieu is still in
the photographer-smacking game,
the snapper he smacked was 79 -
Rino Barillari, the so-called “king
of paparazzi.”

The entire episode was
witnessed, meanwhile, by
Gianni Riotta, a columnist for la
Repubblica, who was enjoying a
coffee at the legendary Harry’s Bar,
as Italian columnists must, and
who offered what we must assume
was a finely observed witness
statement to the police.

A lawyer for Magda Vavrusova,
Depardieu’s female companion,
described a chain of events
triggered when Barillari, after
ignoring repeated requests to stop
taking photos, “violently pushed”
her, whereupon Depardieu had
intervened and “fallen and slid
on to” him. According to the
Italian columnist, Depardieu had
fallen and slid on to Barillari so
many times that there was “a
lot of blood” on the Via Veneto.
Eccezionale!

Thursday

The first full day of election
campaigning saw Rishi Sunak visit
a biscuit factory in Derbyshire,
before stopping by a brewery in

!I
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Wales for a quick gaffe with the
lads about football. You might
remember that excruciating
moment during the 2008 US
presidential election campaign
when Katie Couric, then a CBS
News anchor, asked Sarah Palin
what newspapers she read, to
which Palin replied, “all of them;
any of them that have been in front
of me over all these years”.

With similar, almost heart-
rending desperation, Sunak asked
workers at the brewery in Barry
if they were looking forward to
“all the football”, only to learn
that Wales hadn’t qualified for the
Euros - a news flash about which
he shrewdly decided not to ask any
follow-ups.

Friday

Details are still coming out about
the horrific experience of being
aboard the Singapore Airlines plane
this week that dropped in altitude
while experiencing extreme
turbulence.

As in any disaster, one wonders
how one might react in similar
circumstances, a query into
which, to a very minor degree, I
gained insight this week. As severe
weather in the US caused havoc
across the country, I travelled
north of New York on a train
that, ploughing into a flash flood,
seemed to buck on the tracks,
before screeching to a halt as the
lights went out. In light of this
brief experience, my fantasy of
“extremely calm and admirable”
in a crisis has, sadly, had to be
replaced by something much

more squeally and undignified.

TV review

The most

emotionally

raw reality

TV ever made

Jerrod Carmichael
Reality Show

Sky Comedy/Now

1. 8. 0.0 & 1

Leila Latif

or a talent like Jerrod

Carmichael, whose

work has netted him

the sorts of awards and

acclaim most could

only dream of, reality
television is an odd choice. The
genre is largely populated by the
talentless and desperate, but the
Jerrod Carmichael Reality Show
wears the label proudly. This look
at his life in the wake of the Emmy-
winning comedy special Rothaniel
not only perfects the reality TV
form but dismantles it.

Fans of reality TV are aware of
its insincerity. But Carmichael has
always had access to a deep well of
honesty in his work, and he tells
his anonymous friend (who despite

being on screen with a ski mask

and a distorted voice is clearly
Rothaniel director Bo Burnham)
“Im trying to self-Truman Show
myself, trying to let cameras be
what God is.” His pal shoots back
that this is exhibitionism and that
“there’s public and private and
then there’s masturbatorily public.
There’s public where you are
unnecessarily shooting a camera
up your asshole and broadcasting
it to the world.”

Unlike in most reality television,
Carmichael doesn’t seem to care
about showing his best self. He
broadcasts things most people
would take to the grave. He films
a painfully awkward rejection
when he confesses his love for
long-time friend Tyler the Creator.
He admits his love of race play
and spitting into people’s mouths.
And after hours of therapy over a
potential sex addiction, we watch

him cheat on the first person he has
ever loved.

It is astonishing that anyone
would expose their life this way.
On aroad trip with his conservative
father aimed at reconciliation -
after Carmichael’s comedy special
coming out as gay and exposing
his family’s darkest secrets - he
fills the awkward silence by listing
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A Jerrod Carmichael doesn’t seem
to care about showing his best self

types of gay men, from “otters” to
“daddies” to “twunks”.

When his dad later explains how
Carmichael’s openness has affected
him, and offers that instead, “you
coulda came to me?”, an infuriated
Carmichael hisses back: “Your
way is nothing. Is silence. Is death.
And yes I bring the cameras and
yes that’s my way and yes I am
afraid to have these conversations
without them because I don’t
think you want to have these
conversations.”

His father holds back tears and
concedes it’s good Carmichael is
able to express himself, but now
he’s done. “Please canI go home?”

This may be an unorthodox
approach to catharsis around
intergenerational trauma, but it
is also one of the most honest and
emotionally raw things reality
television has delivered.
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Race to save the
world’s orchids,
among the plants

most und

Helena Horton
Environment reporter

Scientists are in a race against the
clock to save the world’s orchids by
identifying the soil fungi they need
to thrive, breeding it and then, in a
first for conservation, transplanting
it into orchid habitats.

Among the showy blooms at
Chelsea flower show this week was
a moss-covered exhibit, sprouting
from which were types of rare, native
flowers not normally seen at horticul-
tural shows. Scientists from botanic
gardens in the UK and the US set up
a stand at Chelsea to display the rare
and threatened orchids from around
the world and raise awareness of their
plight. It showcases thetiny, delicate
flowers seen in UK meadows along-
side the larger, gaudier species from
India and North America.

Disappearing orchids are often an
early sign of the effects of climate
breakdown on soil microbiology and
pollinator abundance, as they are so
sensitive.

Melissa McCormick, a molecular
ecologist at the Smithsonian Environ-
mental Research Centerin Maryland,
said: “They need certain fungi to
grow, they have to identify with the
underground habitat, then they also
need specific pollinators to set seed.
Sothey’retakingin all these different
things that are changing above
ground and below ground, and they
become anindicator of the quality of
the environment.”

The rate of decline of orchids in
some parts of the world, which has
been linked to climate breakdown

er threat

Orchidsin some parts of the world
have declined by 50%, which has
been linked to climate breakdown.
A recent report from Kew Gardens
found they were among the plants
most under threat of decline.

“We’re working very hard to
identify the other species that
orchids need and to incorpo-
rate these into our conservation
methods so we can more easily con-
serve orchids,” McCormick said. The
research team is in the process of
identifying, growing and transplant-
ing the soil fungus: “We have living
fungal collections at the Smithsonian<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>