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Concert
colossus
is sued
over 1ts
power

Justice Department
seeks to break up
Ticketmaster’s owner,
alleging ‘stranglehold’
on the industry.

By AUGUST BROWN

The Department of Jus-
tice on Thursday an-
nounced that it had filed a
lawsuit against Ticketmas-
ter’s Beverly Hills-based
parent, Live Nation Enter-
tainment, seeking to break
up the company over allega-
tions that it created an il-
legal monopoly over the live
entertainment industry.

The government, joined
by 29 states and the District
of Columbia, accuses Live
Nation of using its power to
dominate the industry by
forcing venues into exclusive
ticketing contracts and in-
fluencing artists to use only
its services, threatening its
competitors with financial
retribution.

“Live Nation and its
wholly owned subsidiary,
Ticketmaster, have used
that power and influence to
insert themselves at the cen-
ter and the edges of virtually
every aspect of thelive music
ecosystem,” the lawsuit al-
leges. “This has given Live
Nation and Ticketmaster
the opportunity to freeze in-
novation and bend the in-
dustry to their own benefit.
While this may be a boon to
Live Nation’s bottom line,
there is a real cost to Ameri-
cans.”

Live Nation controls
more than 265 concert ven-
ues in North America and
manages more than 400 mu-
sical artists, accordingtothe
Justice Department. The
suit is seeking a jury trial.

California Atty. Gen. Rob
Bonta, who joined the suit
against Live Nation, said in
aninterview with The Times
on Thursday that “there’s
dominance and control by
Live Nation in three aspects
of the music industry — pro-

[See Ticketmaster, A9]

Would a breakup
cut ticket prices?

Splitting the company
wouldn’t be easy, and it’s
unclear what would re-
sult. BUSINESS, A8
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SHAINA SAVOY scales a limestone wall at Robbers Roost in the Spring Mountains of
Nevada on May 13. In the Vegas area, world-class climbing is easily accessible year-round.

[Las Vegas gains tochold as
a top outdoors destination

Beyond the Strip, adventurers are settling down just
15 minutes from trailheads where you can be
completely alone’ without the drag of living in a van

BY JACK DOLAN | REPORTING FROM LAS VEGAS

For many, the lure of Las Vegas is the near
complete immersion in a man-made world.

Visitors bury themselves deep inside tempera-
ture-controlled casinos, surrounded by artificial
lights and sounds, with no windows or even clocks
toremind them that the outside world still exists.

It’sone oftheindoors-iest places onthe planet.

But just outside the city, about 20 minutes
from the bachelor parties and slot machines, a
growing number of elite outdoor athletes are buy-
ing homes, starting families and declaring Las
Vegas the adventure sports capital of the United
States.

“It just has unparalleled access to the out-
doors,” said Alex Honnold, the world’s most fa-
mous rock climber and subject of the Academy
Award-winning documentary “Free Solo,” about
his breathtaking 2017 ascent of Yosemite’s El
Capitan, a nearly vertical granite wall that rises

3,000 feet above the valley floor.

It was first climbed in 1958 by a team who took
18 months searching for tiny protrusions and
cracks to use as holds and driving heavy metal
spikes into the rock where no natural holds ex-
isted. Honnold shocked the climbing world by us-

ing only his hands and feet —

[See Vegas, A5]

Riot police descend on new UCLA encampment

CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times

A GROUP of protesters locks arms while police move in as pro-Palestinian
students erect a new solidarity encampment on Thursday on the UCLA campus.

Officers face off
against pro-Palestinian
protesters as tensions
rise amid a strike by
academic workers.

By HANNAH FRry,
CAROLINE
PETROW-COHEN,
CONNOR SHEETS
AND HOWARD BLUME

More than two dozen offi-
cers in riot gear descended
on UCLA Thursday after-
noon, facing off with pro-Pal-
estinian protesters who had
erected a new encampment
on campus hours earlier.

The move came amid es-
calating tensions between
pro-Palestinian  students
and their faculty allies and
administrators on the West-

wood campus. The academ-
ic workers union announced
Thursday that its ongoing
strike over working condi-
tions would expand to
UCLA and UC Davis on
Tuesday.

Union members contend
that their free speech rights
were violated when UC sys-
tem leaders called on police
to forcibly remove pro-Pal-
estinian encampments at
several campuses, including
at UCLA.

“It’s a very fraught, vi-
olent environment that the
administration has created
here,” said Vincent Doehr, a
graduate student and union
member. “The disruption to
campus today is coming
from [the] administration
shutting down this entire
area due to an encampment
that’s simply in the court-
yard of one building.”

[See UCLA, A7]
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UCLA
LEADER
GRILLED
AT DC.
HEARING

Block and others
defend their handling
of campus incidents
amid concerns of
antisemitism.

BY JAWEED KALEEM,
ANDREA CASTILLO
AND JENNY JARVIE

WASHINGTON — A
House committee grilled
UCLA Chancellor Gene
Block about pro-Palestinian
protests as he faced off with
lawmakers Thursday over
his handling of a violent mob
attack last month on a cam-
pus encampment and an-
swered accusations that the
university has failed under
his leadership to address a
rising tide of antisemitism.

Block, who testified
alongside the presidents of
Northwestern and Rutgers
universities, was soft-spo-
ken and at times vagueinre-
sponse to questions on
UCLA administrators’ role
in resolving campus ten-
sions that have grown since
the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on
Israel and that country’s re-
taliatory war in the Gaza
Strip.

The chancellor said he
could not fully answer ques-
tions about issues including
the status of students facing
disciplinary action for vio-
lating UCLA rules and the
state of police investigations
into agitators who attacked
an encampment overnight
on April 30 amid an hours-
long delay in police re-
sponse.

“Idon’t know if that’s on-
going,” Block said of a police
investigation into allega-
tions of antisemitic threats
against a UCLA professor
and her husband.

“We’ll see what happens,”
he said regarding disci-

[See Antisemitism, AG]

Four takeaways
from his testimony
At hearing, chancellor
acknowledged mistakes

and said antisemitism is
a problem. NATION, A6

Redistricting
by GOP upheld

Supreme Court backs
a map drawn by South
Carolina lawmalkers
that shifted Black
voters. NATION, A4

Woman charged
in wild pursuit
Missouri transplant is
accused of crashing
into police cruisers and
other vehicles on the
405. CALIFORNIA, B1

Diverse viewers’
pivotal role
Women and people of
color drive ratings for
streaming films, a

UCLA report finds.
CALENDAR, E1

Weather
Drizzle.
L.A. Basin: 69/55. B6
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Biden thanks Kenyan leader for helping Haiti

William Ruto plans
police deployment to
the Caribbean nation.
Biden defends keeping
U.S. troops out.

By AAMER MADHANI
AND SEUNG MIN KiMm

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Biden on Thursday ex-
pressed deep appreciation
to Kenyan President William
Ruto for the coming deploy-
ment of Kenyan police forces
to help quell gang violence in
Haiti, and he defended his
decision to withhold Ameri-
can forces from the mission
in the beleaguered Caribbe-
annation.

The United States has
agreed to contribute $300
million to a multinational
force that will include 1,000
Kenyan police officers, but
Bidenargued that an Ameri-
can troop presence in Haiti
would raise “all kinds of
questions that can easily be
misrepresented.”

The Democrat came into
office in 2021 pledging to end
U.S. involvement in so-
called endless wars in the
aftermath of 20 years of con-
flict in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“Haitiis in an area of the
Caribbean that is very vola-
tile,” Biden said at a news
conference with Ruto, who
was in Washington for the
first state visit to the U.S. by
an African leader since 2008.
“There’s alot going onin this
hemisphere. Sowe’reinasit-
uation where we want to do
all we can without uslooking
like America once again is
stepping over and deciding
this is what must be done.”

Ruto, who will be hon-
ored by Biden with a state
dinner on the White House
grounds in the evening, also
gave a climate policy ad-
dress and met with former
President Obama.

Ruto is facing legal chal-
lenges in Nairobioverthe de-
cision to commit Kenyan
forces to a conflict thou-
sands of miles from home
when his own country has no
shortage of economic and
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KENYAN President William Ruto and President Biden walk to the Oval Office on Thursday. Ruto was in
Washington, D.C., for the first state visit to the United States by an African leader since 2008.

security challenges. He said
that Kenya, as a democracy,
has a duty to help.

“Kenya believes that the
responsibility of peace and
security anywhere in the
world, including in Haiti, is
the collective responsibility
of all nations and all people
who believe in freedom, self-
determination, democracy
and justice,” Ruto said. “And
it is the reason why Kenya
took up this responsibility.”

Some analysts say his
move could run afoul of a
Kenyan High Court ruling in
January that found the de-
ployment unconstitutional
because of a lack of recipro-
cal agreements between
Kenya and Haiti. A deal was
signed in March, before Ariel
Henry resigned as Haiti’s
prime minister, to try to sal-
vage the plan.

Kenya’s moving ahead
“gives the impression that
the country is lawless and
doesnot believe in the rule of
law,” said Macharia Munene,
an international relations
professor at United States
International University-Af-
rica.

A difficult assignment is
ahead for the Kenyan offi-

|
FOR THE RECORD

Mountain lion report: In the May 21 California section, an
article about a reported mountain lion sighting near Griffith
Park said the National Park Service had tracked and col-
lared 121 mountain lions since 2002. It has tracked, studied or
collared 120 mountain lions in that time.
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Haiti has endured pover-
ty, political instability and
natural disasters for dec-
ades. International inter-
vention in Haiti has a com-
plicated history. A United
Nations-approved stabiliza-
tion mission to Haiti that
started in June 2004 was
marred by a sexual abuse
scandal and the introduc-
tion of cholera, which killed
nearly 10,000 people. The
mission ended in October
2017.

Biden and Ruto also
called on economies around
the globe totakeactiontore-
duce the enormous debt
burden crushing Kenya and
other developing nations.

The callto action, termed
the Nairobi-Washington Vi-
sion, comes as Biden presses
his appeal to African nations
that the U.S. can be a better
partner than economic rival
China. Beijing has been
deepening its investment on
the continent — often with

high-interest loans and
other difficult financing
terms.

Biden and Ruto want
creditor nations to reduce fi-
nancing barriers for devel-
oping nations that have
been constrained by high
debt burdens. They also
called on international fi-
nancial institutions to coor-
dinate debt relief and sup-
port through multilateral
banks and institutions pro-
viding better financing
terms.

The White House an-
nounced $250 million in
grants for the International
Development Assn., part of
the World Bank, to assist
poor countries facing crises.

Separately, a $1.2-trillion
government funding bill
passed by Congress in
March allowsthe U.S.tolend
up to $21 billion to an Inter-
national Monetary Fund
trust that provides zero-in-
terest loans to support low-
income countries.

“Too many nations are
forced to make a choice be-
tween development and
debt, between investing in
their people and paying
back their creditors,” Biden
said.

An Associated Press
analysis ofa dozen countries
most indebted to China, in-
cluding Kenya, found the
debt is consuming an ever-
greater amount of tax reve-
nue needed to keep schools
open, provide electricity and
pay for food and fuel.

Behind the scenes is Chi-
na’s reluctance to forgive
debt and its extreme secrecy
about how much money it
has lent and on what terms,
which has kept major lend-
ers from stepping in to help.

Kenya’s debt-to-GDP ra-
tio tops 70%, with the bulk of
it owed to China. Credit rat-
ings agency Fitch estimates
the Kenya will spend almost
one-third of its government
revenues just on interest
payments this year.

The Biden administra-
tion has praised Kenya for
stepping up in Haiti when so
few other countries have
agreed to do so. Biden also
announced his intention to
designate Kenya as a major
non-NATO ally, an acknowl-
edgment of the growing se-
curity partnership between
the countries.

The designation, while
largely symbolic, reflects
how Kenya has grown from a
regional partner that has
long cooperated with U.S.
counterterrorism  opera-
tions on the continent to a
major global influence —
even extendingits reachinto
the Western Hemisphere.
Kenya will be the first sub-
Saharan African country to
receive the status.

Ruto arrived in Washing-
ton on Wednesday and be-
gan the visit by meeting with
Biden and tech executives
from Silicon Valley and Ken-
ya’s growing tech sector.

The White House an-
nounced it was working with
Congress to make Kenya the
first countryin Africatoben-
efit from funding through
the CHIPS and Science Act,
a 2022 law that aims to rein-
vigorate the computer chip
sector within the United
States through tens of bil-
lions of dollars in targeted
government support.

“Ithink we have a historic
moment to explore invest-
ment opportunities between
Kenya and the United
States,” Ruto said.

Despite the optimistic
outlook, Kenya has seen a
sharp decline in foreign in-
vestment since 2017. Net in-
vestment for foreign compa-
nies has fallen from $1.35 bil-
lion in 2017 to $394 million in
2022, the World Bank said.

Madhani and Kim write for
the Associated Press. AP
writers Evelyne Musambiin
Nairobi and Josh Boak and
Sagar Meghani in
Washington contributed to
this report.

[ran inters late president at holy Shiite shrine

Ceremonies link Raisi
to general whose

2020 killing by U.S.
drew more mourners.

By JoN GAMBRELL

DUBAI — Iran interred
President Ebrahim Raisi at
the nation’s holiest Shiite
shrine Thursday, days after
he was killed in a helicopter
crashthat added to the woes
of a country beset by inter-
national sanctions, internal
unrest and tensions abroad.

Raisi, who died alongside
the foreign minister and six
others, was lowered by
mourners into a tomb at the
Imam Reza Shrine in Mash-
had, where Shiite Islam’s
eighth imam is buried and
millions of pilgrims visit
eachyear.

Hundreds of thousands
of people dressed in black
crowded around under the
shrine’s golden dome, wail-
ing and beating their chests
in sorrow in a sign of mourn-
ing common in Shiite cere-
monies.

A hadith, or saying, at-
tributed to the prophet
Muhammad statesthat any-
one with sorrow or sin will be
relieved by visiting the site.
But Thursday’s mass pro-
cessional offered little salve
for Iran and its many chal-
lenges.

The days of services for
Raisi have not drawn the
same massive crowds in this
nation of over 80 million peo-
ple as the 2020 gatherings
mourning  Revolutionary
Guard Gen. Qassem
Soleimani, Killed in a U.S.
drone strike in Baghdad.

In Tehran alone, an esti-
mated 1 million people had
filled the streets for
Soleimani — something on-
lookers said they didn’t see
Wednesday at commemora-
tions for Raisi and the other
crash victims. Yet this
week’s ceremonies have re-
peatedly invoked the gen-
eral and included his image,
strongly associating the late
president with Soleimani.

Raisi’s presidency in-
cluded a harsh crackdown
on dissent during protests
overthe 2022 death of Mahsa
Amini after the young wom-
an was detained on allega-
tions of not wearing her
mandatory headscarf to au-
thorities’ liking.

%

Iranian Presidency Office

A CEREMONY for late President Ebrahim Raisi and others who died in Sunday’s
helicopter crash drew hundreds of thousands Thursday in Mashhad, Iran.

Coverage provided by
state television and in news-
papers has said little to
nothing about that crack-
down, Iran’s struggling
economy or Raisi’s involve-
ment in the mass execution
of an estimated 5,000 dissi-
dents at the end of the Iran-
Iraq war.

Little information has
emerged about the cause of
the crash of the aging Bell
helicopter that went down in
a foggy, mountainous re-
gion. The country’s security
forces are expected to con-
tinue investigating it in the
coming days.

Prosecutors have warned
against any public signs of
celebration over Raisi’s
death, and Tehran has seen
a heavier security presence
since the crash.

Raisi, 63, was also a Shiite
cleric and had been dis-
cussed as a possible succes-
sor to Iran’s supreme leader,
the 85-year-old Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. The next presi-
dential election is set for
June 28. Iran’s political elite
has yet to show a clear favor-
ite.

Mohammad Mokhber, a
relatively unknown first vice
president before Sunday’s
crash, has stepped into his
role as acting president, in-
cluding attending a meeting
with Khamenei and Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh on
Wednesday.

Mashhad, the city where
the late president was in-
terred, had served as a long-
time base for Raisi. In 2016,

Khamenei appointed him to
run the Imam Reza charity
foundation, which manages
avast conglomerate of busi-
nesses and endowments in
Iran, as well as oversees the
shrine. It is one of many
charitable foundations fu-
eled by donations or assets
seized after Iran’s 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution.

These foundations offer
no public accounting of their
spending and answer only to
the supreme leader. The
Imam Reza charity, known
as Astan-e Quds-e Razavi in
Farsi, is believed to be one of
the biggest in the country.
Analysts estimate its worth
at tens of billions of dollars,
as it owns almost half of the
land in Mashhad, Iran’s sec-
ond-largest city, about 470
miles east of the capital,
Tehran.

Raisiisthe first top politi-
cianinthe country to be bur-
ied at the shrine, which rep-
resents amajorhonorforthe
cleric. His father-in-law
serves as the city’s Friday
prayerleader.

The deaths of Raisi and
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian come as
Iran continues to back mili-
tia groups in the wider Mid-
east to pressure its enemies,
namely Israel and the U.S.
Mourners have chanted
against both nations in this
week’s ceremonies.

State media circulated
photos Thursday showing
Iran’s paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard chief and the
head of its expeditionary

Quds Force meeting with
representatives of the Gaza
Strip’s Hamas, Lebanon’s
Hezbollah and Yemen’s
Houthi rebels.

On Thursday morning,
thousands of people dressed
in black gathered along a
main boulevard in the city of
Birjand, which Raisi once
served as its member on the
Assembly of Experts in
Iran’s South Khorasan prov-
ince along the Afghan bor-
der.

There and in Mashhad,
mourners reached out to a
truck carrying his casket,
with some tossing scarves
and otheritems against it for
ablessing.

Former Foreign Min-
isters Mohammed Javad
Zarif and Ali Akbar Salehi
and other dignitaries paid
respects to Amirabdol-
lahian at the Foreign Min-
istry, where the casket of the
agency'’s late leader was dis-
played.

His body later was in-
terred in Shahr-e Rey, just
outside Tehran, at the Abdol
Azim shrine, another final
resting place for those
famed in Persian history.

“Give Soleimani our
greetings,” a religious singer
said, referring to the slain
general, as Amirabdollahi-
an’s body was put into its fi-
nalresting place.

Gambrell writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
Amir Vahdat in Tehran
contributed to this

report.
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Is N. Korea bigger threat under Biden or Trump?

The U.S. has largely
kept Pyongyang’s
nuclear ambitions on
the back burner, but
tensions are rising.

By Max KiMm

SEOUL — Faced with
other more pressing devel-
opments in Ukraine and
Gaza, the Biden administra-
tion has largely kept the
threat of North Korea’s nu-
clear program on the back
burner.

But tensions around the
Korean peninsula have been
ratcheting up for years,
opening a new and uncer-
tain chapter in a standoff
that, just six years ago under
then-President Trump,
seemed tobe onthe cusp ofa
major breakthrough.

So what happened? And
whatlies in store for whoever
wins the White House in No-
vember?

In 2018, hopes ran high
that North Korea might fi-
nally relinquish its nuclear
arsenal.

After three summits be-
tween then-South Korean
President Moon Jae-in and
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un, the two countries
issued a declaration pledg-
ing better ties between the
countries, the easing of mili-
tary tensions and a mutual
commitment to the “denu-
clearization of the Korean
peninsula.”

That unprecedented
document, the Panmunjom
Declaration, set the stage for
meetings between Trump
and Kim Jong Un, who had
until then been slinging in-
sults at each other, with
Trump belittling Kim as “lit-
tle rocket man” and Kim
calling Trump a “dotard” —

Korean Central News Agency

KIM JONG UN, North Korea’s leader, shown in 2019, has vowed that his country
would “never give up” its nuclear arsenal, which contains at least 40 warheads.

or a senile old person.

Held over the course of
2018 and 2019 in Singapore,
Hanoi and the Korean de-
militarized zone, the three
meetings produced several
gestures of goodwill, such as
Pyongyang repatriating the
remains of American sol-
diers who died in the Korean
War and dismantling several
rocket launch sites. At the
DMZ, Trump became the
first sitting U.S. president to
set foot on the North Korean
side of the border.

Butthe meetingsfailed to
achieve a denuclearization
deal, running into the same
intractable problem that
has defined the conflict for
decades: the United States’
reluctance to accept any-
thing less than total and im-
mediate nuclear disarma-
ment and North Korea’s
equal reluctance to surren-
der its primary source of lev-

erage.

Things have gone down-
hill ever since.

In June 2020, North Ko-
rea blew up a joint liaison of-
fice that had been installed
onits side ofthe borderto fa-
cilitate communication with
Seoul. It alsoresumeditsnu-
clear program, rebuilding
the nuclear test site it had
partially demolished after
the Panmunjom Declara-
tion.

North Korea has
launched more than 100 mis-
siles since 2022, and U.S. and
South Korean officials have
said it is probably preparing
to conduct its seventh nucle-
ar test — the first since 2017.

In September 2022,
North Korea passed a law of-
ficially declaring itself a nu-
clear state, with Kim vowing
that the country would “ne-
ver give up” its nuclear ar-
senal, which is estimated to

contain at least 40, and per-
haps more than 100, war-
heads.

The new law specifies
several scenarios in which
the country would use nucle-
ar weapons, including pre-
emptive strikes in the event
ofimminent attack.

As a result, the last few
years have seen increasingly
combustible military pos-
turesbyboth Koreas and the
United States.

“North Korea has obvi-
ously never had this many
nuclear weapons, especially
those of such technological
sophistication, when it
comes to delivery methods
or strike range,” said Kim
Dong-yup, a professor at the
University of North Korea
Studies in Seoul.

“But all the negotiation
channels or mechanisms
that North and South Korea
had for preventing escala-

tion or misunderstandings
are gone. The safety pin has
been pulled out.”

Inresponse to North Ko-
rea’s growing nuclear might,
the Biden administration
has resumed military drills
with South Korea that had
been paused under Trump.
It has said that any nuclear
attack by North Korea “will
result in the end of that re-
gime.”

South Korea has also
been honing its strategy to
decapitate North Korean
leadership, while Kim Jong
Un, who recently repudiated
the once-shared goal of Ko-
rean reunification, labeled
South Korea as his govern-
ment’s “primary foe.” Given
these competing moves, al-
tercations seem inevitable,
experts say.

“Idon’t think the chances
of a full-blown war are par-
ticularly high, because there
is now an element of greater
deterrence in play,” Kim, the
professor, said. “But thelike-
lihood of smaller-scale con-
flicts has risen significantly,
especially in areas near
the border with North Ko-
rea.”

Technically, the Korean
War never ended. The hostil-
ities halted in 1953 with an
armistice, not apeacetreaty.

Biden, if reelected, is
widely expected to pursue
his current strategy of main-
taining sanctions and mili-
tary deterrence, Kkeeping
with hiswiderregional strat-
egy of expanding U.S. influ-
encein Asia.

Under President Yoon
Suk-yeol, a conservative,
South Korea joined a U.S.-
led trilateral military alli-
ance with Japan — a buffer
against China as well as
North Korea.

But that is not to say the
door to dialogue with North
Koreais shut.

In March, senior U.S. offi-

9 killed at Mexico campaign event whipped by winds

The collapse of a
stage also injures 121
people at the outdoor
rally for a long-shot
presidential candidate.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN PEDRO GARZA
GARCIA, Mexico — The col-
lapse of a stage in heavy
winds at a campaign rally in
northern Mexico has killed
at least nine people, includ-
ing a child, and injured 121,
the governor of Nuevo Leon
state said Thursday.

The collapse occurred
during an event Wednesday
evening attended by long-
shot presidential candidate
Jorge Alvarez Mdynez, who
ran to escape. Videos of the
collapse on social media
showed people screaming,
running away and climbing
out from under metal poles.

The victims “will not be
alone in this tragedy,”
Maynez told reporters
Wednesday night, adding
that he had suspended up-
coming campaign events.

Soldiers, police and other
officialsroamed the grounds
of the park where the event
took place while many

ALBERTO LOPEZ Associate Press

THE COLLAPSE occurred at a park in San Pedro Garza Garcia, Mexico, on
Wednesday. Health officials said a lot of the injuries involved skull fractures.

nearby sat stunned and
haunted by the tragedy.

In a video message,
Nuevo Leon Gov. Samuel
Garcia, aleading member of
Maynez’s Citizens Move-
ment party, said that 94 of
the injured were treated and
released, but that 27 re-
mained hospitalized. State
health authorities said a lot
of the injuries involved skull

fractures. Garcia said that
several victims were under-
going surgery and that some
appeared to be in critical
condition.

Garcia said the accident
occurred “in a matter of sec-
onds.”

Mexican President An-
drés Manuel Lopez Obrador
said most of the injured were
women. He absolved Citi-

zens Movement — widely
viewed as an implicit ally of
Lépez Obrador’s Morena
party — of blame even before
investigations were carried
out.

“We know that they are
not to blame,” the president
said Thursday.

Condolences poured in
from across Mexico, includ-
ing from the other two presi-

dential candidates.

Videos of the accident
showed Mdaynez waving his
arm as the crowd chanted
his name. But then he
looked up to see a giant
screen and metal structure
toppling toward him. He ran
rapidly toward the back of
the stage to avoid the falling
structure, which appeared
to consist of relatively light
framework pieces as well as
what appeared to be a
screen with the party’s logo
and theater-style lights.

In a Facebook post, Ale-
jandra Gamez Escalera
wrote that her father and a
brother, 11, died in the col-
lapse. She said they had
gone to the event to hear a
band.

“If only you had stayed
home and not gone to the
event, none of this would
have happened,” Gamez Es-
calera wrote.

Maynez has been run-
ning third in polls in the
presidential race, trailing
front-runner Claudia Shein-
baum of Morena and opposi-
tion coalition candidate X6-
chitl Galvez.

The accident happened
at the height of campaign
season, with many events
held this week and next in
anticipation of the June 2
elections.

Several injured on rough Singapore flight need spinal surgery

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BANGKOK — Several of
the more seriously injured
people who were on the Sin-
gapore Airlines flight that
hit severe turbulence this
week will need spinal
surgery, a Bangkok hospital
said Thursday.

Twenty people remained
in intensive care after the
Boeing 777, which was flying
from London’s Heathrow
airport to Singapore on
Tuesday, ran into bad turbu-
lence over the Andaman
Sea, hurling items and pas-
sengers and crew members
around the cabin. A 73-year-
old British man died.

A public relations officer
for Samitivej Srinakarin
Hospital, where most of the
104 people hurt in the inci-
dent were treated, told the
Associated Press that other
local hospitals have been
asked to lend their best spe-
cialists to assist in the treat-
ments. He spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity under

hospital policy.

Hospital director Adinun
Kittiratanapaibool said at a
news conference Thursday
that none of the 20 patients
in the ICU were in life-
threatening condition. They
consisted of six Britons, six
Malaysians, three Austral-
ians, two Singaporeans and
one person each from Hong
Kong, New Zealand and the
Philippines.

Passengers have de-
scribed the “sheer terror” of
the aircraft shuddering,
loose items flying and in-
jured people lying paralyzed
onthe floor of the plane.

It remains unclear what
exactly caused the turbu-
lence that sent the plane,
which was carrying 211 pas-
sengers and 18 crew mem-
bers, on a 6,000-foot descent
in about three minutes, after
which theflight was diverted
to Thailand.

In one of the latest ac-
counts of the chaos on
board, Amelia Lim, 43, of
Malaysia described finding
herself face down on the

floor.

“I'was so afraid ... I could
see so many individuals on
the floor, they were all bleed-
ing. There was blood on the
floor as well as on the peo-
ple,” she told the online
Malay Mail newspaper.

The woman who had
been seated next to her was
“motionless in the aisle and
unable to move, likely suffer-
ing from a hip or spinal in-
jury,” she said.

Thai authorities said the
man who died possibly had a
heart attack. Passengers
have described how the
flight crew tried to revive
him by performing CPR for
about 20 minutes.

Among some 41 people
who had remained at Sami-
tivej Srinakarin Hospital on
Thursday morning, 22 had
spinal or spinal cord dam-
age, six had skull or brain in-
juries and 13 had damage to
bones or internal organs,
said hospital director Adi-
nun. The 19 men and 22
women ranged in age from 2
yearsto 83.

Seventeen surgeries have
already been performed —
nine spinal surgeries and
eight for other injuries, he
said. Thirteen othersinjured
intheincident remain at two
other branches of the hospi-
tal.

Asked about the progno-
sis for the most serious
cases, Adinun said it was too
early to tell whether any
could suffer permanent pa-
ralysis, and doctors would
have to observe whether
muscle function recovered
after surgery.

On Wednesday morning,
a special Singapore Airlines
flight took 143 uninjured or
lightly hurt people onward

to Singapore.
Most people associate
turbulence with heavy

storms, but the most dan-
gerous type is so-called clear
air turbulence. Wind shear
can occur in wispy cirrus
clouds or even in clear air
near thunderstorms, as dif-
ferences in temperature and
pressure create powerful
currents of fast-moving air.

According to a 2021 re-
port by the U.S. National
Transportation Safety
Board, turbulence ac-
counted for 37.6% of all acci-
dents on larger commercial
airlines between 2009 and
2018. The Federal Aviation
Administration has said
there were 146 serious in-
juries from turbulence from
2009 to 2021.

Tourism and aviation ex-
pert Anita Mendiratta, who
is based in London, said se-
vere turbulence is “ex-
tremely unusual.”

She said passengers
should listen to instructions
to keep their seat belts on,
ensure that hand baggage is
put away safely when not in

use, and reduce items
stowed in the overhead com-
partments.

“When there is turbu-
lence, those doors can open
and all of the items up top,
whether it’s our hand bag-
gage, our jackets, our duty-
free items, they become
movable and they become a
risk to us all,” she said.

cials said that they would be
open to exploring “interim
steps” toward denucleariza-
tion with North Korea, but
that the goal of nuclear dis-
armament remains un-
changed.

Yet this is essentially the
same offer that has failed to
produce meaningful out-
comes in the past — includ-
ing at the Trump-Kim sum-
mits — and North Korea has
been ignoring the Biden ad-
ministration’s attempts to
make contact.

“The worst-kept secret in
the Korea policy community
is that demanding denucle-
arization of North Koreais a
nonstarter — totally unre-
alistic,” said Van Jackson, a
former Pentagon official and
currently a professor of in-
ternational relations at Vic-
toria University of Welling-
tonin New Zealand.

“North Korea will come
back tothe negotiating table
only if it receives presi-
dential honors like summits,
or tangible accommoda-
tions that signal turning
over a new leaf — sanctions
relief, ending the Korean
war,” he said.

“There’s a way in which
North Korea’s position here
isunderstandable,” Jackson
added. “They don’t have any
intention of denuclearizing
and they’d be foolish to dis-
arm without having confi-
dence that their much larger
adversary is not really an ad-
versary anymore. “

A Trump win would en-
tail far more variables.

“There’s an assumption
that if Trump reaches out to
Kim, that they would im-
mediately resume their love
letters, but we have to re-
member that Kim was blind-
sided and jaded by the
Trump team in Hanoi, so he
will not necessarily come
running to Trump,” said An-
drew Yeo, a senior fellow at
the Brookings Institution.

In other words, drawn
outoncewith the prospect of
a groundbreaking deal that
never materialized, a warier
Kim may not be so quick to
do so again.

“Additionally, the geopo-
litical landscape has
changed where Kim has
much more support from
China and Russia than dur-
ing the first Trump adminis-
tration, so he may have less
incentive or need to talk to
the U.S.,” Yeo said.

In May 2022, China and
Russia vetoed a U.S.-led ef-
fort at the United Nations
Security Council to increase
sanctions on North Korea,
which has in recent years co-
zied up to Moscow, itself the
target of sanctions forthein-
vasion of Ukraine.

After his meeting with
Vladimir Putin in Septem-
ber 2023, Kim has sought
Russia’s help in launching
its own spy satellites, send-
ing in return artillery shells,
mortars and short-range
ballistic missiles for Russia’s
war with Ukraine.

Still, many Asia experts
believe that dialogue with
North Korea is more likely
under Trump rather than
Biden — with the possibility
of a second round of
high-level meetings on the
table.

“If Trump wins, I fully ex-
pect Kim to press the ‘Hey,
remember me?’ button and
resume summit diplomacy,”
Jacksonsaid. “Butit’s totally
unclear how Trump would
respond to that this time
around.”

In the event of another
summit, the question is how
much ground Trump would
be willing to give for the sake
of consummating a deal to
his credit — whether he
might, for example, be open
to a nuclear freeze rather
than disarmament.

“The bureaucracy under
Trump will still have hawk-
ish preferences, but if Kim
Jong Un is able to manipu-
late Trump, it’s much more
likely this time around that
Trump will be able to impose
his preferences for Korea,”
Jackson said. “In 2018 and
2019, Trump faced a lot of re-
sistance from civil servants
and political appointees, but
MAGA has since built a cad-
re of loyalists who are
going to exist to ensure
Trump’s whims are carried
out.”

Yet even dialogue that
doesn’t lead to tidy deals
may be worthwhile as a kind
of pressure valve — a way to
ease growing tensions, said
Kim Dong-yup, the profes-
SOr.

“It provides an opportu-
nity to rethink and temper
hostile stances,” he said.
“And once you begin talking,
new solutions may emerge
over time.”
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Supreme Court allows controversial redistricting

Justices strike ruling
that cited ‘stark racial
gerrymander’ in South
Carolina map that
shifted Black voters.

By DAVID G. SAVAGE

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme  Court ruled
Thursday that a state’s
mapmakers may shift tens
of thousands of Black voters
to a different district in seek-
ing to shore up a partisan
advantage for a Republican
candidate.

In a 6-3 decision, the jus-
tices upheld a redistricting
map drawn by South Caroli-
na’s Republican Legislature
and overturned a lower
court ruling that called the
map a “stark racial gerry-

mander.”

At issue was whether the
state legislators drew the
districts for political or rac-
ialreasons.

The six Republican-ap-
pointed justices said the leg-
islators were motivated by
partisan concerns, while the
three Democratic appoint-
ees dissented, saying voters
were shifted based on their
race.

In the past, the court has
said that partisan gerry-
manderingislegal and as old
as the nation, but that racial
gerrymandering is discrimi-
natory and unconstitu-
tional.

The reasoning has been
that the Constitution per-
mits elected officials to
make decisions based on po-
litical considerations, but
that the 14th Amendment
forbids the government
from making decisions

MEG KINNARD Associated Press

SOUTH CAROLINA Republican Nancy Mace repre-
sents the congressional district that was at issue.

based onrace.

Not surprisingly, those
two principles come into
conflict in the drawing of
election districts in areas
where Black voters over-
whelmingly support Demo-
crats.

This case focused on a

congressional district in the
Charleston, S.C., area held
by GOP Rep. Nancy Mace.
The district had long
elected Republicans until
2018, when a Democrat won
the seat. Mace ran in 2020
and won a narrow victory.
When the state Legisla-

ture redrew its seven dis-
tricts to account for the 2020
census, mapmakers sought
toshoreup Mace’sdistrict as
a Republican stronghold.
They shifted more than
30,000 Black voters from the
district into a Black-major-
ity district held by Rep.
James E. Clyburn, the state’s
lone Democrat.

Lawyers for the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund and the
American Civil Liberties
Union sued, arguing the
state’s redistricting plan
was unconstitutional. They
won a ruling from a three-
judge court that concluded
“race was the predominant
motivating factor” in re-
drawing the district.

But Supreme Court Jus-
tice Samuel A. Alito Jr.,
speaking for the majority,
said the evidence showed
that partisan motives were
the driving force.

Harvard grads chant ‘Free Palestine,” leave ceremony

A board decision to
bar 13 students from
receiving diplomas
because of protests
draws criticism.

By STEVE LEBLANC

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. —
Hundreds of students in
graduation robes walked
out of the Harvard com-
mencement on Thursday
chanting “Free, Free Pal-
estine” after weeks of pro-
tests on campus and a day
after the school announced
that 13 students who partici-
pated in a protest encamp-
ment would not be able tore-
ceive diplomas alongside
their classmates.

Some students chanted,
“Let them walk, let them
walk walk,” during the com-
mencement, referring to al-
lowing those 13 students to
get their diplomas along
with fellow graduates.

Student speaker Shruthi
Kumar said to cheers and
applause: “This semester
our freedom of speech and
our expressions of solidarity
became punishable,”

She said she had to rec-
ognize “the 13 undergradu-
ates in the class of 2024 who
will not graduate today,”
generating prolonged
cheers and clapping from
graduates. “I am deeply dis-
appointed by the intoler-
ance for freedom of speech
and the right to civil dis-
obedience on campus.”

More than 1,500 students
had petitioned, and nearly
500 staff and faculty mem-
bers had spoken up, all over
the sanctions, she said.

“This is about civil rights
and upholding democratic

CHARLES KRUPA Associated Press

GRADUATES chant amid a walkout at the Harvard commencement in Cam-
bridge, Mass. Those in a protest encampment called for a cease-fire in Gaza.

principles,” she said. “The
students had spoken. The
faculty had spoken. Har-
vard, doyou hear us?”

Those in the encamp-
ment had called for a cease-
fire in Gaza and for Harvard
to divest from companies
that support the war.

Commencement speaker
Maria Ressa, a journalist
and advocate for freedom of
the press, told the graduates
that “you don’t know who
you are until you're tested,
until you fight for what you
believe in. Because that de-
fines who you are.”

“The campus protests
are testing everyone in
America. Protests are heal-
thy. They shouldn’t be vi-
olent. They shouldn’t be si-
lenced,” she said.

Also on Thursday, the
leaders of Northwestern
University and Rutgers Uni-
versity were expected to tes-
tify at a House Committee
on Education and the Work-
force hearing about conces-

sions they gave to pro-Pal-
estinian protesters to end
demonstrations on their
campus. The chancellor of
UCLA also was scheduled to
appear at the latest in a se-
ries of hearings looking into
how colleges have respond-
edtotheprotestsand allega-
tions of antisemitism.

The decision by Har-
vard’s top governing board
follows a recommendation
Monday by faculty members
toallowthe 13 toreceive their
degrees despite their partic-
ipation in the encampment.

However, Harvard’s gov-
erning board, the Harvard
Corp., said that each of 13
have been found to have vio-
lated the university’s poli-
cies by their conduct during
the encampment protest.

“In coming to this deter-
mination, we note that the
express provisions of the
Harvard College Student
Handbook state that stu-
dents who are not in good
standing are not eligible for

degrees,” the corporation
said in a written statement.

The statement left open
the possibility of an appeals
process saying the corpora-
tion understands “that the
inability to graduate is con-
sequential for students and
their families” and supports
the Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences’ intention to provide
an expedited review of re-
quests for appeal.

“We care deeply about ev-
ery member of our commu-
nity — students, faculty,
staff, researchers, and alum-
ni — and we have chosen a
path forward that accords
with our responsibilities and
reaffirms a process for our
students to receive prompt
and fair review,” the state-
ment added.

At Drexel University in
Philadelphia, protesters
packed up their belongings
and left a pro-Palestinian
encampment Thursday af-
ter the school announced a
decision to have police clear

the encampment. A wave of
pro-Palestinian tent en-
campments on campuses
has led to more than 3,000
arrests nationwide.

Supporters of the stu-
dents said the decision not
to allow them to receive de-
grees at commencement
violated a May 14 agreement
between interim President
Alan Garber and the Har-
vard Out of Occupied Pal-
estine coalition that would
have allowed the students to
graduate.

Protesters against the
war between Israel and
Hamas voluntarily disman-
tled their tents after they
said university officials
agreed to discuss their ques-
tions about the endowment,
bringing a peaceful end to
the kinds of demonstrations
that were broken up by po-
lice on other campuses.

The group issued a state-
ment late Wednesday saying
the decision jeopardizes the
postgraduation lives of the
13 students.

“By rejecting a demo-
cratic faculty vote, the Cor-
poration has proved itself to
be awhollyillegitimate body,
and Garber an illegitimate
president, accountable to no
one at the university,” the
group said.

“Today’s actions have
plunged the university even
further into a crisis of legiti-
macy and governance,
which will have major reper-
cussions for Harvard in the
coming months and years,”
the group said.

There was a noticeable
presence of police officers
around the campus Thurs-
day mixing with soon-to-be
graduates, their families
and sidewalk flower sellers.

LeBlanc writes for the
Associated Press.

“The Constitution en-
trusts statelegislatures with
the primary responsibility
for drawing congressional
districts, and redistrictingis
an inescapably political en-
terprise. ... Alegislature may
pursue partisan ends when
it engages in redistricting,”
he said.

“To untangle race from
other permissible consider-
ations,” Alito said, “we re-
quire the plaintiff to show
that race was the predomi-
nant factor motivating the
legislature’s decision to
place a significant number
of voters within or without a
particular district.”

South Carolina’s map-
makers looked at voting
dataaswellasracialdata, he
said, concluding that the
plaintiffs did not show race
was the dominant factor in
drawing the districts. Chief
Justice John G. Roberts Jr.
and fellow conservative Jus-
tices Clarence Thomas, Neil
M. Gorsuch, Brett M. Ka-
vanaugh and Amy Coney
Barrett agreed.

Liberal Justices Elena
Kagan, Sonia Sotomayor
and Ketanji Brown Jackson
dissented.

“What a message to send
to statelegislators and map-
makers about racial gerry-
mandering,” Kagan said in
dissent. “Go right ahead,
this court says to states to-
day....Intheelectoral sphere
especially, where ugly pat-
terns of pervasive racial dis-
crimination have so long
governed, we should de-
mand better — of ourselves,
of our political representa-
tives, and most of all of this
court.”

Civil rights lawyers who
brought the case said jus-
tices should have deferred to
the three-judge court that
held a nine-day trial in the
case and closely examined
evidence of how the districts
were redrawn.

“The highest court in our
land greenlit racial discrimi-
nation in South Carolina’s
redistricting process, de-
nied Black voters theright to
be free from the race-based
sorting and sent a message
that facts, process, and pre-
cedent will not protect the
Black vote,” said Janai Nel-
son, president and director-
counsel of the Legal Defense
Fund.

Unlikeredistricting cases
from Alabama and Louisi-
ana, however, the South Car-
olina case’s immediate im-
pactlooks to be limited.

Civil rights lawsuits in
those Southern states led to
the creation of a second
Black-majority district
where a Democrat could be
elected. The South Carolina
litigation did not involve a
possible second Black-ma-
jority district.

In March, the three
judges who had struck down
Mace’s district issued an or-
der that allows this year’s
election to proceed using the
state’s preferred map.
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Vegas growin

[Vegas, from Al]

no safety equipment of any
kind — and completing the
ascent in just under four
hours, a new speed record
fortheroute.

Inearly May, aslight from
therising desert sun seemed
to set fire to the towering clif-
fs of Red Rock Canyon Na-
tional Conservation Area
just west of Las Vegas, Hon-
nold pulled up in his electric
truck ready to sprint up an-
other sheer rock face. This
one, known as the Rainbow
Wall, rose about 1,000 feet
above the desert floor.

Honnold, 38, who is of
medium height and build
and graying slightly at the
temples, was dressed in a T-
shirt, shorts and running
shoes. At first glance, there
was little to set him apart
from a dozen or so other hik-
ers and climbers lined up to
enterthe park at 6 a.m.

But then he tossed a
small pack over his shoulder
and started moving, eager to
cover several miles of brush
and boulder-strewn land-
scape between him and the
base of the climb before the
day got toohot. His smallen-
tourage, which included a
climbing partner and two
Times journalists, struggled
to keep up.

“Honestly, I would say
Las Vegas is better than any
of the other cities in the
country that have a reputa-
tion for being outdoorsy,”
Honnold said. “People go to
Denver because they say
they want to be near the out-
doors. But it’s at least an
hour’s drive away from the
real mountains.

“In Vegas, you can live in
the middle of suburbia and
be 15 minutes from trail-
heads where you can be
completely alone and feel
like you're gonna die,” he
said as two of his compan-
ions hunched over and gas-
ped for breath.

What sets Vegas apart is
the unexpected geographic
diversity, making world-
class climbing easily acces-
sible year-round. In the win-
ter, there are the endless
routes in Red Rock, the can-
yon that begins just beyond
the suburbs. Its sandstone
walls start at about 3,000-
feet elevation, which means
they’re low enough to re-
main warm and pleasant
even in December and Janu-
ary.

When spring and sum-
mer roll around, and the val-
ley becomes a furnace,
12,000-foot Mt. Charleston is
less than an hour’s drive
away and the upper reaches
can be 30 degrees cooler.
There, towering limestone
walls offer some of the
toughest technical climbs in
the world, and there are
enough routes to keep a pro-
fessional climber busy for a
lifetime, Honnold said.

Even Yosemite, long re-
garded as mecca for rock
climbers from all corners of
the globe, where Honnold
and so many other profes-
sionals made their reputa-
tions, can’t match that.

“Yosemite is a world des-
tination in the spring and
fall,” Honnold said. “But in
the summer, it’s way too hot
and way too crowded.” And
in the winter, at 4,000 feet
and directly exposed to Pa-

as an outdoors d

estination

FAMED CLIMBER Alex Honnold, right, and hiking
partner Joey head to the Rainbow Wall in Las Vegas.

cific storms, “it’s too wintry.”

And even when the
weather is good, day-to-day
life for climbers in Yosemite
looks more romantic in old
documentary films, and on
Instagram, than it is in real
life. Routes on its biggest
and most famous walls, El
Capitan and Half Dome,
were pioneered by mostly
unemployed self-pro-
claimed “dirtbag” climbers
in the late 1950s and early
1960s, who built a fierce and
defiant counterculture in
the nearby campgrounds.

Among them was Yvon
Chouinard, a tinkerer whose
small climbing gear busi-
ness grew into the billion-
dollar retailer Patagonia,
but who spent years living
hand to mouth with fellow
climbers in tents and out of
their cars. He has told more
than one interviewer that, at
times during his early climb-
ing days, he was so broke he
subsisted on canned cat
food because “it was better
than dogfood.”

That underlying ethos
had mellowed a bit, but still
existed when Honnold first
drove the family minivan

down from Sacramento in
the early 2000s. He was still
livinginavanin 2017 when he
made the career-defining
climb of El Capitan.

But ask anyone who has
done it for long and they’ll
tell you, van life gets old,
even in a place as beautiful
as Yosemite.

Emily Harrington, a five-
time U.S. national champion
in sport climbing and one of
Honnold’s good friends,
knows it all too well.

“Yosemite is just a hard
place to exist,” she said. You
spend all day pushing your-
self to mental and physical
exhaustion on the climbing
walls, but there’s no rest
when you come down. You
have to find a place to camp,
or park the van, or drive the
van on long, crowded, windy
roads to find a place outside
the park. And even whenyou
find a place, you're still stuck
inavan.

“It’s quite stressful,” Har-
rington said.

At 37, Harrington says
climbers of her generation
are looking to settle down.
She and her husband, fellow
climber Adrian Ballinger, re-

cently had a son, which add-
ed real urgency to their
quest.

That’s why they bought a
place in Vegas not far from
Honnold, his wife and their
two young Kkids.

Harrington’s joy and re-
lief are palpable as she lists
the upsides of the new ar-
rangement. “I can go out,
drive five minutes to the
trailhead, climb big routes
all day, and then come back
to my house and my kid and
put him to bed, and I don’t
havetoliveinavan!”

Hot showers. Soft beds.
Great food. She rattled off
about half a dozen of her fa-
vorite restaurants that are
only afew minutes away. “It’s
just sonice,” she said.

Jonathan Siegrist, 38,
whoisregarded as one ofthe
world’s greatest technical
climbers, couldn’t agree
more.

While Honnold was bat-
tling the Rainbow Wall and
nearly 90-degree heat in Red
Rock last week, Siegrist and
his wife, Shaina Savoy, hud-
dled in puffy jackets between
pitches on the cool lime-
stone of nearby Mt. Charles-
ton.

Siegrist is unassuming
when you first meet him: 5-
foot-6, a firm handshake, a
friendly smile. But then he
pulls offhis warm outer layer
and starts climbing. Sup-
porting his entire body with
just his fingertips and the
points of his toes on micro-
scopic holds, he ascends the
wall in precise choreo-
graphed movements, his
progress as fluid and inevi-
table as flowing lava.

Despite the intense ef-
fort, which would leave most
people gasping and single-
minded, Siegrist had the
aerobic and mental capacity
to carry on a normal conver-
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EMILY HARRINGTON, a five-time U.S. national champion in sport climbing, lives outside Las Vegas with son Aaro and her husband.

sation.

He lived in his truck, off
and on, for seven years. He
settled down in Vegas be-
cause the climbing is better
than anywhere else in the
country and because the
cost of living is much more
reasonable than trendier
climbing spots like his
hometown of Boulder, Colo.

Even so, he struggles to
convince young climbers,
who are still trying to make
names for themselves, that
Vegasis the place to be.

“This city still has areally
bad reputation in the out-
door community,” he said. “A
lot of outdoor people would
never stoop so low as to walk
into a casino and enjoy
themselves, or shop at a
strip mall. That’s ahuge con-
tributing factor as to why
Vegas has stayed under the
radar.”

Butit’sactually one ofthe
perks, he said.

Fashionable mountain
towns are full of people try-
ing to fit in, Siegrist said, to
conform to a pretty strict
outdoorsy aesthetic. They
tend tolook, dress and think
the same way.

Freedom from that is one
of the things he loves about
Vegas.

‘'m not just talking
about racial diversity. I'm
talking about economic di-
versity, diversity ofideas and
diversity of interests,” he
said. Onrest days, when he’s
not climbing, “I can be a to-
tally different version of my-
self.”

The difference can show
in something as simple as
walking his dogs off leash. If
he tries that in Boulder,
where his parents still live,
“I’ll get yelled at by, like, six
people in the first 30 sec-
onds, even though the dogs
arereally obedient,” he said.

In Vegas, “nobody gives a
s— what your dogs are doing
as long as they’re not hurt-
ing anyone.”

Honnold, whose parents
were teachers and who sup-
ports strong public services,
confessed he, too, was pleas-
antly surprised by the lower
cost ofliving in Nevada.

“I mean, there’s no in-
come tax! And the house
was so cheap, it nearly paid
for itself in tax savings,” he
said. All those years on the
road, living in vans, he had
listed his mom’s house in
Sacramento as his address.

“That was crazy,” he said,
“Iwaslike, why didn’t Imove
to Vegas sooner?”

The Vegas airport is an-
other huge draw for people
whose profession demands
they travel the world in
search of adventure. It’s 20
minutes from Honnold’s
house, the security lines are
usually a breeze and, be-
cause of all the tourists, it
has direct flights almost
anywhere you’d want to go.

One day, when he was
splitting time between train-
ing and promoting “Free
Solo,” he climbed a 2,000-
foot wall in the morning,
showered at home, then
caught a noon flight to Lon-
don.

“Where else in the world
canyou do that?” he asked.

But what about that
other side of Vegas, the
Strip? Honnold said he and
his wife go there once or
twice a year to catch a show
and otherwise avoid it as
much as possible.

Doesheeversitdownata
slot machine and start
pulling the lever?

“If a game is designed for
you to lose, why play?” he
asked. “I've actually never
tried it. I like to joke that I
only gamble with my life.”

Louisiana lawmakers OK restricting abortion pill access

A first-of-its-kind bill
would classify the
two affected drugs

as controlled and
dangerous substances.

By SARA CLINE

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Two abortion-inducing
drugs could soon be reclassi-
fied as controlled and dan-
gerous substances in Louisi-
ana under a first-of-its-kind
bill that received final legis-
lative passage Thursday and
is expected to be signed into
law by the governor.

Supporters of the reclas-
sification of mifepristone
and misoprostol, commonly
known as “abortion pills,”
say it would protect expect-
ant women from coerced
abortions. Numerous doc-
tors, meanwhile, have said it
will make it harder for them
to prescribe the medicines
that they use for other im-
portant reproductive
healthcare needs, and could
delay treatment.

Passage of the bill comes
as abortionrights advocates
and abortion opponents
await a final decision from

the U.S. Supreme Court on
an effort to restrict access to
mifepristone. The justices
did not appear ready to limit
accesstothedrugonthe day
they heard arguments.

The GOP-dominated
Legislature’s push to reclas-
sify mifepristone and mi-
soprostol could possibly
open the door for other Re-
publican states with abor-
tion bans that are seeking
tighter restrictions on the
drugs. Louisiana currently
has a near-total abortion
ban in place, applying to
surgical and medical abor-
tions.

Current Louisianalaw al-
ready requires a prescrip-
tion for both drugs and
makes it a crime to use them
to induce an abortion in
most cases. The bill would
make it harder to obtain the
pills by placing it on the list
of Schedule IV drugs under
the state’s Uniform Con-
trolled Dangerous Substan-
ces Law.

The classification would
require doctors to have a
specific license to prescribe
the drugs, which would be
stored in certain facilities
that in some cases could end
up being located far from ru-
ral clinics. Knowingly pos-
sessing the drugs without a

valid prescription would
carry a punishment includ-
ing hefty fines and jail
time.

More than 200 doctors in
the state signed a letter to
lawmakers warning that it
could produce a “barrier to
physicians’ ease of prescrib-
ing appropriate treatment”
and cause unnecessary fear
and confusion among pa-
tients and doctors. The phy-
sicians warn that any delay
to obtaining the drugs could
lead to worsening outcomes
in a state that has one of the
highest maternal mortality
rates in the country.

“This goes too far. We
have not properly vetted this
with the healthcare commu-
nity and I believe it’s going to
lead to further harm down
the road,” said state Sen.
Royce Duplessis, a Demo-
crat who opposes the mea-
sure. “There’s a reason we
rank at the bottom in terms
of maternal health out-
comes, and this is why.”

Supporters say people
would be prevented from un-
lawfully using the pills,
though language in the bill
appears to carve out protec-
tions for pregnant woman
who obtain the drug without
a prescription for their own
consumption.

The reclassification of
the two drugs in Louisianais
an amendment to a bill origi-
nating in the Senate that
would create the crime of
“coerced criminal abortion
by means of fraud.” The sis-
ter of Republican state Sen.
Thomas Pressly, who was
author of the bill, has shared
her own story, of her hus-
band slipping her abortion-
inducing drugs without her
knowledge or consent.

“The purpose of bringing
this legislation is certainly
not to prevent these drugs
from being used for legiti-
mate health care purposes,”
Sen. Pressley said. “I am
simply trying to put safe-
guards and guardrails in
place to keep bad actors
from getting these medica-
tions.”

The Senate voted 29 to 7,
mainly along party lines, to
pass the legislation. In the
39-person Senate there are
only five women, all of whom
voted in favor of the bill.

In addition to inducing
abortions, mifepristone and
misoprostolhave other com-
mon uses, such as treating
miscarriages, inducinglabor
and stopping hemorrhag-
ing.

Mifepristone was ap-
proved by the U.S. Food and

Drug Administrationin 2000
after federal regulators
deemed it safe and effective
for ending early pregnan-
cies.It’sused in combination
with misoprostol, which the
FDA has separately ap-
proved to treat stomach ul-
cers.

The drugs are not classi-
fied as controlled substan-
ces by the federal govern-
ment because regulators do
not view them as carrying a
significant risk of misuse.
The federal Controlled Sub-
stances Act restricts the use
and distribution of prescrip-
tion medications such as
opioids, amphetamines,
sleeping aids and other
drugs that carry the risk of
addiction and overdose.

Abortion opponents and
conservative Republicans
inside and outside the state
have applauded the Louisi-
ana bill.

Conversely, the move has
been strongly criticized by
Democrats, including Vice
President Kamala Harris,
who in a social media post
described it as “absolutely
unconscionable.”

The Louisianalegislation
now heads to the desk of
conservative  Republican
Gov. Jeff Landry.

The governor, who

was backed by former Presi-
dent Trump during last
year’s gubernatorial elec-
tion, has indicated his sup-
port for the measure, re-
marking in a recent post on
social media platform X,
“You know you’re doing
something right when
@KamalaHarris criticizes
you.”

Landry’s office did not re-
spond to an emailed request
for comment.

A recent survey found
that thousands of women in
states with abortion bans or
restrictions are receiving
abortion pills in the mail
from states that have laws
protecting prescribers. The
survey did not specify how
many of those cases were in
Louisiana.

The only exceptions to
the ban are if there is sub-
stantial risk of death or im-
pairment to the woman if
she continues the preg-
nancy or in the case of
“medically futile” pregnan-
cies, when the fetus has a fa-
tal abnormality.

Currently, 14 states are
enforcing bans on abortion
at all stages of pregnancy,
with limited exceptions.

Cline writes for the
Associated Press.
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Hearing puts

[Antisemitism, from Al]
plinary processes that were
prompted by complaints
that pro-Palestinian pro-
testers had prevented some
Jewish students from acces-
sing parts of campus.

Questions over Block’s
leadership catapulted to the
national stage just two
months shy of his departure
from the chancellor role.

The hearing by the GOP-
led House Committee on Ed-
ucation and the Workforce
focused on antisemitism on
U.S. campuses. In tense ex-
changes, Republicans large-
ly targeted Northwestern
President Michael Schill
and, to a lesser extent, Rut-
gers President Jonathan
Holloway. Both leaders have
come to agreements with
students to take down pro-
Palestinian encampments.

Democrats, who make up
20 of the 44 members of the
committee, criticized Re-
publicans as not being seri-
ous in their pursuit to com-
bat antisemitism. Members
of the House minority have
called the hearings an at-
tempt by Republicans to use
campus unrest for political
gain, pointing out that no
similar hearings have been
convened on anti-Muslim or
anti-Arab hatred, which
have also increased.

Four Californians sit on
the committee — Republi-
can Reps. Michelle Steel and
Kevin Kiley and Democratic
Reps. Mark Takano and
Mark DeSaulnier.

Republicans on the panel
accused Schill and Holloway
of “giving in” to protesters,
who —like those at UCLA —
had urged their universities
to divest their endowments
from weapons companies
and ties to Israel. Each uni-
versity, including UCLA, has
rejected the call.

Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-
N.Y.) questioned Schill on al-
legations of assault and
stalking of Jewish students
on campus. Schill said the
university “believes in due
process” but that he did not
have a timeline to offer on
the “lots of investigations”
that are underway.

Schill and Holloway de-
fended their universities’
pacts with protesters. Schill
said the agreement at
Northwestern gave students
“the ability to feel safe on
campus.” Halloway shot
back at Republicans who la-
beled protesters as “pro-
Hamas.”

“They were not, as some
have characterized them,
terrorists. They were our
students,” Halloway said.

The hearing did not pro-
voke explosive moments like

-,
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GENE BLOCK, chancellor of UCLA, testified Thursday alongside other university presidents on how they’ve
handled campus tensions that have grown since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack and Israel’s retaliation in Gaza.

those that unfolded in De-
cember, when the commit-
tee’s first hearing contrib-
uted to the resignations of
the presidents of Harvard
and the University of Penn-
sylvania. During that testi-
mony, university leaders had
stumbled when asked how
their campuses would han-
dle calls for the genocide of
Jews.

In his opening remarks,
Block said that, “with the
benefit of hindsight,” UCLA
should have acted to “im-
mediately remove” a cam-
pus pro-Palestinian en-
campment “if and when the
safety of our community was
put at risk.”

Block, whois Jewish, said
that “as a public university,
UCLA is subject to a dual le-
gal mandate: We have alegal
obligation under the 1st
Amendment to protect free
speech on campus, as well as
alegal obligation under fed-
eral law to protect students
from discrimination and
harassment. This balance is
not always easy to achieve.”

The chancellor faced one
of his toughest moments
when questioned by Rep. II-
han Omar (D-Minn.) about
the night of violence on April
30 at the UCLA encamp-
ment. Omar said the images
from UCLA were “appal-
ling,” but even worse was

“that it was completely pre-
ventable.”

The Democratic con-
gresswoman told him multi-
ple times that he should be
“ashamed” for the injuries
that took place under his
watch.

“You, the UCLA leader-
ship and law enforcement
stood by for hours as the
mob of agitators gathered
nearthe encampment with a
clear intention to cause vi-
olence,” she said. “I would
like to know if you are truly
committed to keeping your
students safe. How did you
fail these students at many
critical points where you
could’ve intervened?”

“I'msorry, but Ireject the
premise,” Blockreplied after
thanking Omar for the ques-
tion. He said that UCLA is
working with the Los Ange-
les Police Department to
identify attackers, and that
the university had “tried to
to get police there as quickly
as possible.”

Block was also asked
about the current protests.

“There are no encamp-
ments,” he said shortly be-
fore 8 a.m. — just as new en-
campment went up outside
Kerckhoff Hall at UCLA.

Amid a show of police in
riot gear, the small camp was
dismantled by 2 p.m.

The camp was timed to

coincide with Block’s testi-
mony, as was an announce-
ment that unionized UCLA
academic workers would
strike Tuesday, saying the
university had violated their
rights to free speech when
the large encampment was
dismantled by police on May
2 and about 200 people were
arrested.

Republicans brought up
a viral video and news re-
ports about Jewish students
who complained that UCLA
activists had set up check-
points restricting access to
the encampment area after
it went up on April 25.

Some have told The
Times that they felt
intimidated as activists
blocked pathways, while
other Jewish students who
helped set up the encamp-
ment argued that the camp
was not antisemitic, but
anti-Zionist.

“Why did you fail to im-
mediately clear these check-
points?” committee Chair
Virginia Foxx (R-N.C.)
asked Block.

Block said he issued in-
structions to staff to make
sure that all the students
could freely pass without ob-
struction and then sent out
a campus-wide memo on
April 30, telling students
that the university would
not tolerate the blocking of

access to parts of campus.

“Did it stop as a result of
what you said?” Foxx asked.

“Ibelieve it did,” he said.

He was later questioned
again on the matter by Cali-
fornia’s Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-
Rocklin).

Foxx also asked the
school presidents how many
students had been sus-
pended or expelled since
Oct. 7 over antisemitic com-
ments. Block said there are
more than 100 active investi-
gations into allegations of
antisemitism as well as Is-
lamophobia at UCLA.

The hearing also ad-
dressed issues raised before
the spring encampments.

Rep. Aaron Bean (R-
Fla.) asked Block about an
incident reported in Novem-
ber when a UCLA professor
and her husband attended a
counterprotest during a pro-
Palestinain rally. The cou-
ple, who wore pro-Israel
shirts, said they were threat-
ened with violence. The next
day, they said, a student
from the pro-Palestinian
rally attempted to visit the
husband at his office.

“All this was reported to
you and other UCLA offi-
cials, including the identity
of who’s doing it,” Bean said
to Block. “What disciplinary
actions did UCLA take inre-
sponse?”

UCLA chief on defense

“We immediately alerted
the police and the police did
an investigation,” Block
said. “I don’t know if that’s
ongoing or not, but police
were involved immediately
in this incident.”

Rep. Michelle Steel (R-
Seal Beach) asked Block
whether he had disciplined a
professor who allegedly of-
fered extra credit to stu-
dents who protested. Block
said he wasn’t aware of that
incident. She also asked
whether he was investigat-
ing a report that a lecturer
had led first-year medical
students in a “Free Pal-
estine” chant. Block replied
that the university was in-
vestigating the allegation
but that he did not have
more details.

The top Democrat on the
committee, Rep. Robert C.
Scott of Virginia, said in his
opening remarks that the
hearing was the wrong way
to address areal problem.

“Here we are, for the fifth
time in six months, holding
another hearing to complain
about the problem of anti-
semitism, but no work is be-
ing done to find a meaning-
ful solution to address ani-
mus on college campuses,”
he said. “Complaining about
the problem is not a solu-
tion.”

About 40 graduate stu-
dents and faculty from
UCLA, Rutgers and North-
western showed up to the
hearing, packing the hallway
outside. They included John
Branstetter, a UCLA lec-
turer in the political science
department, who said he
was among faculty members
arrested at the camp.

“This committee is com-
pletely missing the point,”
he said. “We’re trying to set
the record straight.”

Branstetter said he
watched as students he had
taught for years were
sprayed in the eyes and shot
with beanbags. Police threw
him to the ground, he said,
giving him abloody knee and
bruises. He had visible
handcuff marks and said he
was still experiencing wrist
pain. He said Block should
resign.

“The suppression of civil
rights came at the hands of
Gene Block,” he said. “His
only answer to the question
of ‘How do you keep stu-
dents safe?’ is to arrest
them. I don’t feel safe on
campus having him as chan-
cellor.”

Block announced last
year that he would step
down at the end of July after
a 17-year career at UCLA. A
biologist, he plans to return
to teaching and research.

Four takeaways from chancellor’s Capitol Hill testimony

Official acknowledges
errors in how UCLA
handled the antiwar
protests and issues of
campus antisemitism.

BY JENNY JARVIE

UCLA Chancellor Gene
Block found himself in the
nation’s culture wars hot
seat Thursday, interrogated
by members of Congress
about his handling of com-
plaints of campus anti-
semitism, amid student pro-
tests over the Israel-Hamas
war.

For Republican Congress
members, the hearing or-
ganized by the GOP-led
House Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce
was a chance to present
UCLA as exhibit A in how
not to deal with protests.

Almost as soon as activ-
ists set up a Palestinian soli-
darity encampment April 25,
Jewish students and faculty
complained that demon-
strators established check-
points restricting access to
many students, at times sin-
gling out students they iden-
tified as Zionists.

But other Jewish stu-
dents helped set up the
camp, arguing it was not
antisemitic but anti-Zionist.

After a mob of pro-Israeli
counterprotesters attacked
the encampment April 30, it
was dismantled May 2, with
law enforcement arresting
more than 200 people.

Here are some key take-
aways from the hearing:

m Block said he was late
in shutting down the camp.

In his opening testimony,
Block conceded that UCLA
made errorsinjudgment.

The encampment, he
said, “disrupted normal ac-
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PRO-PALESTINIAN activists rebuild a barricade amid violent clashes May 1 at UCLA. On Thursday, Chan-
cellor Gene Block didn’t explain why the university didn’t take action as outside agitators gathered on campus.

cess to some classes” and
“impeded our educational
mission.”

“With the benefit of hind-
sight,” he said, “we should
have been prepared to im-
mediately remove the en-
campment if and when the
safety of our community was
put atrisk.”

mHe was vague about
what he’d do differently.

Block did not specify
what UCLA should have
done to prevent discrimi-
nation or violence as pro-
tests ramped up. And he did

not explain why the uni-
versity did not take action as
students reported discrimi-
nation from protesters and
outside agitators gathered
on campus.

“Why did you fail to im-
mediately clear these check-
points?” asked Virginia Foxx
(R-N.C.), the committee
chair.

Block said he instructed
staff to make sure all stu-
dents could freely pass with-
out obstruction and then
sent out a campuswide
memo April 30, declaring
that the encampment was

“unlawful.”

Striking a mild, noncom-
bative approach through-
out, Block did not say what
campus discipline had been
— or would be — meted out
to students who violated
UCLA rules.

Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-
Minn.) criticized TUCLA
leaders for standing by for
hours asa“mob ofagitators”
gathered near the encamp-
ment.

“This happened in front
of your eyes on your campus,
and it was livestreamed for
the whole world to see,”

Omar said. “How did you fail
these students at many criti-
cal points where you could
have intervened?”

Block said herejected the
premise of the question.

“How can you reject the
premise?” Omar said. “Are
these pictureslying? Are any
of these people in jail?”

Block said the Los Ange-
les Police Department was
working to identify the at-
tackers.

“It’s been over a month,”
Omar said, cutting him off.

m Protestersin the block-

ade haven’t been disci-
plined.

Rep. Kevin Kiley, a Cali-
fornia Republican, asked
Block whether physically
obstructing students from
entering campus based on
their race, ethnicity or reli-
gionis an expellable offense.

“There is a disciplinary

process,” Block said. “It
could be.”
Kiley played a viral video

showing UCLA protesters
blocking a student, Eli
Tsives, from passing a
checkpoint.

“Were those students
who formed blockade?”
Kiley said. “Were they disci-
plined?”

Block said he didnt
know, repeating that he sent
out a memo April 30.

“I'm going to take that as
a no,” Kiley said. “There’s
been no consequence what-
soever?”

“Idid not say that,” Block
said. “This is being investi-
gated, and we’ll see what
happens with the disci-
plinary process.”

mBlock said campus
antisemitism is a problem.

Block, who is Jewish and
has family members who
died in the Holocaust, said
UCLA has a problem with
antisemitism.

“I am fully aware that
many of our Jewish students
have had to confront rheto-
ric and images on campus
that any reasonable person
would find repugnant,”
Block said in his opening
statement. “Trust me, I
understand their pain.”

But the chancellor also
rebutted the Republican
narrative that UCLA was
awash in antisemitism.

“I don’t believe we are a
hotbed of antisemitism,”
Block said. “I think we’ve
had incidents of it that are
disturbing we’re trying to
address.”
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Amid rising tensions, a new UCLA camp

[UCLA, from A1]

What started as a small
group of protesters setting
up a few tents on the Kerck-
hoff patio Thursday morn-
ing had grown to several
hundred supporters, includ-
ing academic union mem-
bers, outside the encamp-
ment by the afternoon.

Police pushed back the
crowd, which eventually re-
treated to another area of
campus near Murphy Hall,
and tore down the encamp-
ment and wood pallets sur-
rounding it.

It was not clear whether
any arrests were made or
anyone was injured. Video
showed protesters marching
through Dodd Hall chanting
“from the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free.”

Sebastian Cazares, a
UCLA grad student and alo-
caleducation and civilrights
organizer, said the new en-
campment was set up to
show that “police repression
could not stop this move-
ment.”

“Despite the fact that
this is a peaceful movement,
they’re still learning no
lessons and sending out
militarized law enforcement
inresponse,” he said.

Doehr said he hoped the
strike would prompt the uni-
versity to “negotiate in good
faith with the movement for
divestment, rather than
calling the police on stu-
dents every time they pro-
test.”

According to the union,
dozens of academic workers
are still facing criminal
charges, disciplinary action
or both. Many are barred
from campus, the union
said, including campus
housing and classes they
may teach or attend.

Hours before police ar-
rived, campus officials had
warned those in the en-
campment to disperse or
face potential disciplinary
and legal action.

“Law enforcement is pre-
pared to arrest individuals,
in accordance with applica-
ble law,” administrators
wrote in a letter to pro-
testers.

“Weremain committed to
supporting the safety and
well-being of Bruins, sup-
porting the free expression

rights of our community,
and minimizing disruption
to our teaching and learning
mission.”

By the afternoon, a hand-
ful of students in kaffiyehs
sat outside the north end of
the encampment, sharing
drinks and snacks. They
were there to show support
for the protesters, one said.

A small crowd gathered
on the south end of the en-
campment, some holding
signs that said “UAW rank &
file workers for Palestine.”
Protesters marched in a cir-
cle outside the nearby Math-
ematical Sciences Building,
chanting “free Palestine.”

Police tape blocked off
the entrance to the encamp-
ment and officers prevented
people from entering the
area.

At one point, protesters
surged past the police tape
to deliver water to the site.
Classes held in the buildings

surrounding the encamp-
ment were shifted online.

Administrative Vice
Chancellor Michael Beck
and Associate Vice Chancel-
lor for Campus Safety Rick
Braziel said in a statement
that the “demonstrators’ ac-
tivities — including erecting
barricades, establishing for-
tifications, and blocking ac-
cess to parts of the campus
and buildings — are disrupt-
ing campus operations.”

The police response to
the encampment came on
the same day that UCLA
Chancellor Gene Block, who
has led the university amid
months of tense protests
over the Israel-Hamas war,
testified before a congres-
sional hearing on campus
antisemitism.

Dana Kopel, a second-
year PhD student at UCLA
who is a supporter of Pal-
estinian solidarity actions
on campus, said the con-

gressional inquiry is “part of
thelarger processinthe U.S.
to frame antisemitism as a
means to suppress student
protest and the justification
for the violent suppression
of student protests at UCLA
and elsewhere.”

Some Jewish students on
campus said they felt intimi-
dated by the initial
encampment as protesters
scrawled graffiti such as
“Death 2 Zionism” on cam-
pus buildings and blocked
access. The phrase “from the
river to the sea, Palestine
will be free,” which is fre-
quently used at protests, has
alsobeen seen as antisemitic
among certain groups, in-
cluding the Anti-Defama-
tion League.

Kopel said students in-
volved in the protests have
“remained steadfast” in
their support for Palestin-
ians and their goalto end the
bloodshed in Gaza.

JASON ARMOND Los Angeles Times

PRO-PALESTINIAN demonstrators fill Dodd Hall on Thursday on the UCLA campus. Police in riot gear
arrived in the afternoon in response to a new pro-Palestinian encampment that was erected hours earlier.

“So many of these stu-
dents faced such intense vi-
olence just a few weeks ago,”
Kopel said. “I think that’s
why there’s a real effort to
communicate that the risks
of this are high. The uni-
versity has made it clear and
the government has made it
clear that they want to sup-
press the solidarity move-
ment at all costs.”

In early May, more than
200 people were arrested on
the UCLA campus as police
dismantled tents and
pushed out protesters in a
clash that lasted hours.

The police operation
capped two days of upheaval
on the campus that began
when school officials de-
clared the encampment “un-
lawful” and continued when
a group of pro-Israel coun-
terprotesters attacked the
camp, with police taking
hours to stop the violence.

UCLA officials have been

sharply criticized over their
handling of the situation.
UCLA Police Chief John
Thomas on Wednesday was
removed from his post and
reassigned over security fail-
ures that led to violence at
the encampment.

Thomas, who did not re-
turn phone calls this week
seeking comment, defended
his actions in a previous in-
terview and said he did the
best he could.

UCLA, like other uni-
versities across the country,
has emerged as a hotbed of
pro-Palestinian activism in
recent months.

Students, faculty and
staff have erected makeshift
camps and demanded an
end to Israel’s war in the
Gaza Strip and that their
universities divest from
companies that sell weap-
ons or services to Israel.

Several camps, including
one at Cal State Los
Angeles, remain active. Oth-
ers, including one at USC
and another at UC Irvine,
have been dismantled by po-
lice in recent weeks.

Union leaders have de-
manded protection for free
speech on campus; amnesty
for all academic employees,
students, student groups,
faculty and staff who face
disciplinary action or arrest
due to participation in pro-
tests; and divestment by the
university from “weapons
manufacturers, military
contractors and companies
profiting from Israel’s war
on Gaza.”

In response, the uni-
versity has asked the state
labor board to seek a court
injunction to halt the strike,
contendingthat the actionis
illegal.

UCLA graduate student
and elected union leader
Anny Viloria Winnett said
it’s essential that workers go
on strike to stand up for a
safe environment and free
speech.

“There is no existential
threat larger for a union
than not being able to speak
our mind and protest,” she
said.

Times staff writers Jaweed
Kaleem, Richard Winton
and Teresa Watanabe
contributed to this report.
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Would breaking up Live Nation cut ticket costs?

U.S. lawsuit alleges
anticompetitive
practices. But there’s
also the problem of
gouging by scalpers.

By WENDY LEE

The U.S. Department of
Justice’s effort to break up
Live Nation and Ticketmas-
terhasbeenalongtime com-
ing, following years of com-
plaints from concertgoers
who say they've been
squeezed by exorbitant
prices and hidden fees when
trying to buy passes to see
Taylor Swift, Beyoncé and
other music megastars.

Ever since the govern-
ment cleared the merger of
concert promoter Live Na-
tion and ticketseller Ticket-
master in 2010, there have
been demands from con-
sumer advocates to cleave
them. The Justice Depart-
ment argues that the combi-
nation is a monopoly that
hasresulted in harm for mu-
sic fans and has clamped
down competition in the
multibillion-dollar live mu-
sic market.

Live Nation says the ar-
guments are off-base and
will probably fail in court. Ei-
ther way, it will take a long
time for the case to wind
through the legal system.

Why is the government
suing Live Nation?

The Justice Department
hasraised concerns that
Live Nation and Ticketmas-
ter have retaliated against
competitors and new en-
trants and locked out com-
petition with exclusionary
contracts.

“Theresultis that fans
pay more in fees, artists

NATACHA PISARENKO Associated Press

TAYLOR SWIFT performs in Buenos Aires in 2023 as part of her Eras tour.
Tickets to her shows often are resold for much higher than face value.

have fewer opportunities to
play concerts, smaller pro-
moters get squeezed out,
and venues have fewer real
choices for ticketing serv-
ices,” said Atty. Gen. Mer-
rick B. Garland. “It is time
to break up Live Nation-
Ticketmaster.”

Beverly Hills-based Live
Nation, the world’s largest
concert company, haslong
been a target for govern-
ment scrutiny.

When the U.S. approved
the 2010 merger, it did so
after the companies agreed
to a settlement meant to
ensure fair competition in
the ticketing marketplace
and prohibit Live Nation
fromretaliating against
venue owners that decided
to defect to competitors.
The consent decree was
extended and amended in
2019.

But this time, the gov-
ernment is going hard at the
company. Inits Thursday

lawsuit, the U.S. accused
Live Nation of various anti-
competitive practices and
said the company usesits
market dominance to im-
pose fees on consumers and
pressure artists touseits
services.

The suit comes amid a
wave of antitrust actions
from the Biden adminis-
tration, which has sought to
curb the power of conglom-
erates and Big Tech. The
U.S. government has filed
other cases against tech
giants including Apple,
Amazon and Google, taking
them to task for their al-
leged impact on competi-
tion.

Live Nation said that the
lawsuit will not solve issues
related to ticket prices,
service fees or access to
in-demand shows.

“Calling Ticketmaster a
monopoly may be a PR win
forthe DOJ in the short
term, but it will lose in court

because it ignores the basic
economics oflive entertain-
ment, such as the fact that
the bulk of service fees go to
venues, and that competi-
tion has steadily eroded
Ticketmaster’s market
share and profit margin,”
Live Nation said in a state-
ment.

Would breaking up Live
Nation lower prices?

Several industry ob-
servers who spoke to The
Times expressed doubt that
the lawsuit would signifi-
cantly reduce prices for
consumers.

Brandon Ross, an ana-
lyst at research firm Light-
Shed Partners, said artists
decide how much they want
to charge for a tour and then
the promoter buys the tour
from them. Due to Live
Nation’s large scale, it is able
to take a lower profit mar-
gin, with most of the money
going back to the artist,

Rossadded.

“Thereis an efficiency in
having a large playerin the
industry,” Ross said. “If that
goes away, then that’s going
to come out of either the
artist’s take, or the artists
are going to charge consum-
ers even more.”

Artists such as Swift and
Bruce Springsteen are able
to charge big sums for tick-
ets because the concerts are
one-time events, and some
people are willing to pay.
Because of supply and
demand, tickets resold on
the secondary market can
be much higher than face
value.

But James Sammataro,
co-chair of Pryor Cashman’s
music group, said he be-
lieves the lawsuit could
addressissues such as
excess ticketing fees.

“What’s really harming
the consumeris all these
excess fees and the restric-
tions on getting the tickets,”
Sammataro said. “For most
artists, these ‘increased
prices’ aren’t really benefit-
ingthe artists. In many
cases, it’s alienating their
core ticket buyers and their
core audience.”

Thereis alargerissuein
the music industry of con-
cert tickets being bought at
face value by scalpers and
resold on secondary mar-
kets for astronomical prices.

It’'sleading to two classes
of music fans: those who can
afford to pony up and those
who can’t.

Meanwhile, many pro-
moters left the industry
after getting clobbered by
the pandemic, which shut
down or restricted many live
events. Some smaller music
artists have also been hurt
by the lack of competition
among promoters and are
not given opportunities to
play at larger venues, Sam-

mataro said.

“The overall effect is that
itleadsto avery tilted
playing field where it’s diffi-
cult for promoters to com-
pete,” Sammataro said.
“And when you have alack
of competition, essentially
like the basis of predatory
pricing, ultimately there’s
going to be long term goug-
ing.”

Could the company
actually be broken up?

Anythingis possible, but
there is one thing everyone
agrees on: This legal battle
will be along fight.

“Antitrust litigation can
belong and protracted,”
said Eric Enson, an an-
titrust partner at Crowell &
Moring. “I expect that this
will be a matter of years and
not months.”

Music industry expert
Bill Werde, who runs the
music business program at
Syracuse University, cau-
tioned that splitting up such
alarge enterprise wouldn’t
be easy, and it’s unclear
what the businesses would
look like after being disen-
tangled from each other
more than a decade after
merging.

“They make their margin
in ticketing and sponsor-
ships, so ifyou break up this
company, ... I don’t know
how Live Nation the concert
promotion business neces-
sarily lives and thrives inde-
pendent of this high-margin
ticketing business,” said
Werde, who also publishes a
weekly newsletter.

But evenifit could lose,
there are reasons the gov-
ernment might be motivat-
ed to go after the company
in an election year. As Werde
and other experts were
quick to point out, there’s
nothing that unites people
like hating Ticketmaster.

/

MALcoOLM DENEMARK Florida Today

THE LAUNCH of the Starliner spacecraft, seen in 2019 in Cape Canaveral, Fla., has been delayed multiple
times. Boeing is years behind SpaceX in launching a crewed capsule to service the International Space Station.

Boeing reschedules
Starliner launch for
June 1 after helium leak

BY LAURENCE
DARMIENTO

The launch of Boeing’s
Starliner capsule, first de-
layed due to a balky rocket
valve and later because of a
helium leak, is now set for
June 1.

The original May 6
launch was scuttled hours
before takeoff because of a
malfunctioning valve on the
Atlas V rocket that would
send the spacecraft to the
International Space Sta-
tion. It was rescheduled for
May 10 and then a second

[..A.-based Oaktree seizes Italian soccer club after loan default

Inter Milan’s majority
owner, a Chinese
conglomerate, failed

to repay more than
$400 million in debt.

BY G1uLIA MORPURGO
AND IRENE GARCiA PEREZ

Los Angeles-based Oak-
tree Capital Management
took ownership of Italy’s In-
ter Milan, one of the most
storied soccer clubs in Eu-
rope, after its Chinese owner
defaulted on aloan.

The U.S. fund took con-
trol of the club Wednesday
after conglomerate Suning
Holding Group Co. failed to
repay more than $400 mil-
lion, Oaktree said in an
emailed statement.

The collateral backing
the debt was a majority
stake in the club.

“Our initial focus is oper-
ational and financial stabil-
ity,” Alejandro Cano, man-
aging director and co-head
of Europe for Oaktree’s glob-
al opportunities strategy,
said in the statement.

Oaktree said it was com-
mitted to the long-term suc-
cess of the club and recog-
nizes its responsibilities to
the fans.

Inter won Italy’s top do-
mestic Serie A league this
season and was runner-up in
the UEFA Champions
League last year. Inter’s new
owners look set to make

ANTONIO CALANNI Associated Press

BENJAMIN PAVARD, left, and Weston McKennie jump for the ball during a
Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Juventus in Milan in February.

changes to the club’s board,
bringing in more Italian and
European members, accord-
ing to people with knowl-
edge of the plans.

Oaktree, a $192-billion as-
set manager known for dis-
tressed debt investing, has
form in taking over soccer
clubs: It did so with troubled
French side Stade Malherbe

Caen in 2020, and has since
exited its stake. Oaktree co-
founder Steve Kaplan is also
an investor in Welsh team
Swansea City.

This also isn’t the first
time a creditor has taken
ownership of a soccer club in
Milan. In 2018, Elliott Man-
agement swapped the debt
of the city’s other major

team, AC Milan, into equity
in the club after the previous
owner defaulted on its liabil-
ities.

For Inter, Suning had
been in talks with Pacific In-
vestment Management Co.
to refinance its debt in re-
cent weeks, but it couldn’t
get a deal signed before the
Oaktree loan came due

Tuesday.

Suning’s takeover of In-
ter in 2016 marked the high
point of Chinese involve-
ment in European soccer. A
number of Chinese tycoons
embraced a government
push to transform the sport
in the country by predomi-
nantly buying stakes in fa-
mous clubs in Europe. How-
ever, domestic financial
struggles have led to the loss
of positions in clubs includ-
ing Aston Villa and Atletico
Madrid.

Oaktree lent the money
to Suningin 2021 to help sup-
port Inter’s finances as the
pandemic kept stadiums
closed to the public.

Documents signed at the
time and seen by Bloomberg
News stated that after a de-
fault, creditors or repre-
sentatives acting for them
were entitled “immediately
and without demand, adver-
tisement or notice of any
kind” to enforce the pledge
granted by Suning, includ-
ing seizing collateral if re-
payment isn’t possible.

After the Oaktree take-
over, Inter still has some out-
standing liabilities, includ-
ing more than $400 million in
high-yield bonds sold to in-
stitutional investors and set
to mature in early 2027.

Those notes areissued by
Inter Media and Communi-
cation, a unit that owns the
club’s broadcast and spon-
sorship rights.

Morpurgo and Garcia Pérez
write for Bloomberg.

time for May 17, when it was
decided toreplace the valve.

All systems seemed go
until yet another problem
cropped up, this time with
the capsule. A helium leak
was detected coming from
the spacecraft’s propulsion
system.

After two more delays, of-
ficials with NASA, Boeing
and United Launch Alliance,
the rocket maker, said earli-
er this week that the flight
would be postponed indefi-
nitely — but now NASA is
aiming for a June 1launch.

“It has been important
that we take our time to
understand all the complex-
ities of each issue,” said
Steve Stich, manager of
NASA’s Commercial Crew
Program.

NASA said late Wednes-
day that the June 1launch is
set for 9:25 a.m. Pacific time.
If that date is not met, the
Starliner could launch the
next day, June 5 or June 6.

The delays are particu-
larly nettlesome for the Ar-
lington, Va., aerospace giant
because it’'s years behind
SpaceX in launching a
crewed capsule to service
the space station.

Both companies were
given multibillion-dollar
contracts in 2014 to develop
the craft, and since 2020
Elon Musk’s Hawthorne
company has ferried eight
operations crews to the base
— while Boeing has man-
aged only two unmanned
flights.

The companies were cho-
sen by NASA after the
agency had to rely on the
Russian program to send
U.S. astronauts to the sta-
tion when the space shuttle
program was ended in 2011

Boeing has reportedly
had to eat $1.5 billion in Star-
liner cost overruns, and it
can ill afford a failure with
astronauts aboard, espe-
cially after the two crashes of
its 737 Max 8 jets and a door
plug blowout during a 737
Max 9 flight this year to On-
tario International Airport
in San Bernardino County.

“Boeing has so much to
prove. They’re just about
four years behind SpaceX,”
said Laura Forczyk, execu-
tive director of space indus-
try consulting firm Astralyt-
ical. “They need to make
sure they have all their
duckslined up in a row.”
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[Live Nation accused of being illegal monopoly

[Ticketmaster, from Al]
motion, ticketing and ven-
ues. They tie those aspects
of control together, and force
venues to use their ticketing,
artists to use their venues
and retaliate when they
can’t tie the three together.
That leads to increased
prices for fans and hurts art-
ists as well as consumers.”

Live Nation released a
statement in response to the
suit. “The DOJ’s lawsuit
won’t solve the issues fans
care about relating to ticket
prices, service fees and ac-
cess to in-demand shows,”
the company said. “Calling
Ticketmaster a monopoly
may be a PR win for the DOJ
in the short term, but it will
lose in court because it ig-
nores the basic economics of
live entertainment.”

The statement contin-
ued: “We will defend against
these baseless allegations,
use this opportunity to shed
light on the industry, and
continue to push for reforms
that truly protect consum-
ers and artists.”

Live Nation and Ticket-
master have been scruti-
nized by the government for
decades, going back to the
1990s when the rock band
Pearl Jam criticized Ticket-
masterin ahearing about its
fees and market dominance.
Complaints continued when
the two firms merged in 2010,
and exploded last year in a
Senate hearing after the de-
bacle around the sale of tick-
ets for Taylor Swift’s Eras
tour.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-
Minn.) led last year’s hear-
ing on Live Nation and Tick-
etmaster.

“Consolidation and un-
lawful conduct in the ticket-
ing market has left buyers
with fewer choices and
higher prices. The hidden
fees, the messed-up proc-
esses, and the stranglehold

MARK J. TERRILL Associated Press

BEVERLY HILLS-BASED Live Nation controls over 265 concert venues in
North America and manages more than 400 acts, the Justice Department says.

on competition has long
hurt fans,” she said in a
statement to The Times. “As
aresult, the live event enter-
tainment experience has be-
come increasingly out of
reach for many Americans.
The Justice Department is
doing the right thing today
by seeking to break up this
monopoly that has long
harmed fans, artists and
venues.”

Mark Lemley is the direc-
tor of the Stanford Program
in Law, Science and Tech-
nology, where he studies an-
titrust law. He said the con-
cernslaid outinthe suit have
trailed the company for
years.

“These were the two larg-
est providers in the industry
who locked up exclusive
deals with the most valuable
venues,” Lemley  said.
“They’ve basically got a mo-
nopoly for many places
bands want to play, and
there just aren’t many other

choices. Thereason we don’t
like monopolies is not just
because we want people to
have choices, but because
companies can raise prices
and have services degrade,
and we’ve seen exactly that
with Live Nation and Ticket-
master.”

The Justice Department
is seeking structural reme-
dies to break up the com-
pany because Live Nation al-
ready operates under a 2010
federal consent decree that
allowed it to merge with
Ticketmaster.

The Justice Department
said in a 2019 statement that
the agreement “permitted
Live Nation to merge with
Ticketmaster but prohib-
ited the company from retal-
iating against concert ven-
ues for using another ticket-
ing company, threatening
concert venues or undertak-
ing other specified actions
against concert venues for 10
years.” The company agreed

to extended oversight
through an independent
monitor through 2025.

The Justice Department
updated and extended that
agreement in 2019 because,
in its view, “despite the pro-
hibitions in the Final Judg-
ment, Live Nation repeat-
edly and over the course of
several years engaged in
conduct that, in the Depart-
ment’s view, violated the Fi-
nal Judgment.”

“The original set of condi-
tionsin 2010 provided a great
pathway forward,” Bonta
said. “The merger was con-
ditional. They had to follow
those conditions and if they
didn’t agree, there would be
no approval. They agreed,
then they violated it. That
required regulators and en-
forcers to take steps.”

Rebecca Allensworth, a
legal scholar and antitrust
violations expert at Vander-
bilt University, said that
while “antitrust courts have

for years preferred behavior-
alremedies to breakups, this
is arare case where a break-
up is not impossible. That’s
because a new consent de-
cree is going to look
unattractive, given that Live
Nation is allegedly not com-
plying with the one they
have.”

Live Nation’s business
modelis predicated on what
it calls a “flywheel,” where its
vast reach across the con-
cert industry gives it lever-
age to grow its most prof-
itable businesses. The com-
pany has exclusive ticketing
contracts that cover around
70% of sales at major venues.

In a 2023 earnings report,
President and Chief Execu-
tive Michael Rapino said
that “as we then look to 2024
and beyond, we have all the
necessary levers to build our
flywheel globally and contin-
ue to compound [adjusted
operating income] by dou-
ble digits for the foreseeable
future.”

The suit also aims at Live
Nation’slong-standing prac-
tice of using its significant
resources to acquire poten-
tial competitors. Refer-
encing its 2016 purchase of a
controlling stake in AC En-
tertainment, the suit alleges
that “Live Nation’s Chief
Strategy Officer explained
to Live Nation executives:
‘The numbers are not super
exciting and this feels like
more of a defensive move to
keep [rival] AEG out of the
region.””

“It’s not illegal to have no
competition, but what are il-
legal are the tactics that a
vertically integrated com-
pany uses to maintainit,” Al-
lensworth said. “Things like
using your power over con-
cert promotion to force peo-
ple to buy tickets through
Ticketmaster, or threat-
ening a competitor with re-
taliation in other markets.”

Some experts are skepti-
cal that the Justice Depart-
ment’s proposed remedies
would meaningfully lower
ticket prices and improve
fan experiences.

Bob Lefsetz, a longtime
concert-industry watcher,
said in his most recent news-
letter that breaking up the
company is “not going to
make ticket prices any lower.
... If you think any change is
going to trickle down to the
consumer, youre delu-
sional.”

A source familiar with
Live Nation and Ticketmas-
ter’s practices said that art-
ists ultimately set ticket
prices for shows, and that
venues set and keep most of
the much-loathed add-on
fees.

Lemley said breaking up
the company could encour-
age artists and venues to
“get rid of long-term exclu-
sivity deals, and allow other
companies to get traction in
the market. You could put
some restrictions on the na-
ture of fees. We might see
high-profile bands break
away if they had a real
choice.”

The Justice Depart-
ment’s suit comes amid a
flurry of recent high-profile
antitrust action. It sued Ap-
ple in March, and the Fed-
eral Trade Commission
sued Amazon last year.

If successful, the suit
would profoundly reshape
the concert industry, from
Live Nation’s global ambi-
tions down to fans just try-
ing to get Eras tour tickets.

“You see things like the
Taylor Swift overload, where
Ticketmaster’s technology
and capacity and perform-
ance as a business was not
good, but it doesn’t have to
be good because they have
no competition,” Bonta said.
“Consumers and fans de-
serve better.”

‘[ saw a need and I had to fill it™:
Ranks of indie booksellers grow

‘Some are opening to
give back to their
community. And some
still just love books,’
industry member says.

BY HILLEL ITALIE

NEW YORK — Three
years ago, Erin Decker was a
middle school librarian in
Kissimmee, Fla., increas-
ingly frustrated by the
state’s book bans and wor-
ried that she couldn’t makea
difference remaining in her
job.

So, she and fellow librari-
an Tania Galinanes thought
of away to fight back.

“We just put ourheadsto-
gether and decided a book-
store would help make sure
students could get to books
that were being pulled from
shelves,” says Decker, whose
White Rose Books & More
opened last fall in Kissim-
mee. The storeisnamed fora
resistance group in Nazi
Germany and features a sec-
tion — ringed by yellow “cau-
tion” tape — dedicated to
such banned works as Maia
Kobabe’s “Gender Queer,”
Jonathan Evison’s “Lawn
Boy” and John Green’s
“Looking for Alaska.”

White Rose Books is part
of the ever-expanding and
diversifying world of inde-
pendent bookstores. Even
as industry sales were slow
in 2023, membership in the
American Booksellers Assn.
continued its years-long re-

vival. It now stands at 2,433,
more than 200 over the pre-
vious year and nearly double
since 2016. About 190 addi-
tional stores are in the proc-
ess of opening over the next
two years, according to the
ABA.

“Our numbers are really
strong, and we have a solid,
diverse pipeline of new
stores to come,” says the
book association’s chief exe-
cutive, Allison Hill. She cites
a variety of reasons for peo-
ple opening stores, from op-
posing bans to championing
diversity to pursuing new ca-
reers after the pandemic.

“Some are opening to
give back to their communi-
ty. And some still just love
books,” she says.

Recent members include
the romance-oriented
That’s What She Read in
Mount Ayr, Iowa; Seven Sto-
ries in Shawnee, Kan., man-
aged by 15-year-old Halley
Vincent; and more than 20
Black-owned shops.

In Pasadena, Octavia’s
Bookshelf is named for the
late Black science fiction au-
thor Octavia Butler and bills
itselfas “a space to find com-
munity, enjoy a cup of coffee,
read, relax, find unique and
specially curated products
from artisans from around
the world and in our neigh-
borhood.”

Leah Johnson, author of
the prize-winning young
adult novel “You Should See
Me in a Crown,” was trou-
bled by the surge in book
bans and by what she saw as
a shortage of outlets for div-
erse voices. Last year, she

founded Loudmouth Books,
one of several independent
sellers to open in Indianapo-
lis.

“I'm not a person who
dreamed of opening a book-
store.Ididn’t want to be any-
body’s boss,” Johnson says.
“But I saw a need and I had
tofillit.”

Most of the new busi-
nesses are traditional “brick
and mortar” retailers. But a
“bookstore” can also mean a
“pop-up” business like Loc’d
& Lit, which has a mission to
bring “the joy of reading to
the Bronx,” the New York
City borough that had been
viewed by the industry as a
“desert” for its scarcity of
bookstores. Other new
stores are online only,
among them the Be More
Literature Children’s Book-
shop and the used books
seller Liberation Is Lit.

Nick Pavlidis, a pub-
lisher, ghost writer and
trainer of ghost writers,
launched the online Bean-
town Books in 2023 and has
since opened a small phys-
ical store in suburban Bos-
ton.

“My goalis to move into a
larger space and create a
friendly place for authors to
host events,” he says, adding
that he’d like to eventually
own several stores.

Independent bookselling
has never been dependably
profitable, and Hill notes
various concerns — rising
costs, dwindling aid from
the pandemic and the on-
going force of Amazon.com,
which remains the indus-
try’s dominant retailer even

after the e-book market
stalled a decade ago. Last
month, the booksellers asso-
ciation filed a motion with
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, seeking to join the an-
titrust suit against Amazon
that the FTC announced in
2023. The motion states in
part that Amazon is able to
offer prices “that ABA mem-
bers cannot match except by
forgoing a sustainable mar-
gin, or incurring aloss.”

Just opening a store re-
quires initiative and a will-
ingness to take risks. Decker
says that she and Galinanes
had touseretirement money
because lenders wouldn’t
provide credit until they
were actually in business.
The owner of Octavia’s
Bookshelf, Nikki High, is a

former communications di-
rector for Trader Joe’s who
relied on crowdfunding and
her own savings to get her
store started.

“Even with tons of plan-
ning, and asking questions
and running numbers, it’s
been very difficult,” High
says. “I don’t know that I
could have prepared myself
for what a shrewd business-
person you have to be to
make aliving out of this.”

High cites a variety of
challenges and adjustments
— convincing customers
they don’t have to order
items from Amazon.com,
supplementing sales by of-
fering tote bags and journals
and other nonbook items.
Knowing which books to
stock has also proved an ed-

CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times
A CUSTOMER browses in Culver City. Even as industry sales were slow in 2023,
membership in the American Booksellers Assn. continued its years-long revival.

ucation.

“I'would read a book and
think it’s the best thing ever
and order a bunch of copies,
and everybody else is like,
‘No, I don't want that
book,”” she explains. “And
when we started, Iwanted to
be everything for everybody.
We had a ton of different cat-
egories. But I found out that
short stories and poetry al-
most never sell for us. People
want general fiction, best-
sellers, children’s books.
Classics sell very well, books
by James Baldwin and Toni
Morrison and bell hooks and
June Jordan.

“It’sincredibly important
tolisten to your customers.”

Italie writes for the
Associated Press.

MARKET ROUNDUP

Strong economic reports weigh on stocks; S&P 500 has worst day since April

ASSOCIATED PRESS

In the latest example of
how good news for the econ-
omy can be bad for Wall
Street, most U.S. stocks
slumped Thursday after
strong economic reports
raised the possibility of in-
terest rates staying painfully
high. The weakness was
widespread and overshad-
owed another blowout profit
report from market heavy-
weight Nvidia.

The Standard & Poor’s
500 fell 0.7% for its sharpest
drop since April and pulled
further from its record set
this week. The Dow Jones in-
dustrial average dropped
1.5%, and the Nasdaq com-
posite slipped 0.4%.

Stocks broadly struggled
under the weight of higher
yields in the bond market.
Treasury yields cranked up
the pressure after the
stronger-than-expected re-
ports on the U.S. economy,
which forced traders to re-
think bets about when the
Federal Reserve could offer
relief to financial markets
through lower interest rates.

One report suggested
growth in U.S. business ac-
tivity is running at its fastest
rate in more than two years.
S&P Global said its prelimi-
nary data showed growth
improved for businesses not
only in the services sector
but also in hard-hit manu-
facturing.

A separate report, mean-
while, showed the U.S. job

Major stock indexes

Daily Daily % YTD %
Index Close change change change
Dow industrials 39,065.26 -605.78 -1.53 +3.65
S&P 500 5,267.84 -39.17 -0.74  +10.44
Nasdaq composite 16,736.03 -65.51 -0.39  +11.49
S&P 400 2,951.94 -38.15 -1.28 +6.13
Russell 2000 2,048.41 -33.30 -1.60 +1.05
EuroStoxx 50 5,037.60 -36.74 +0.25 +11.41
Nikkei (Japan) 39,103.22 +486.12 +1.26  +16.85
Hang Seng (Hong Kong) 18,868.71 -326.89 -1.70  +10.68

Associated Press

market remains solid de-
spite high interest rates.
Fewer workers applied for
unemployment benefits last
week than economists ex-
pected, an indication that
layoffs remain low.

Treasury yields had been

close to flat after the jobless-
ness report but turned
higherimmediately after the
report on business activity,
which also suggested up-
ward pressure on selling
prices remains stubbornly
high.

With pressure on infla-
tion coming from both the
manufacturing and service
sectors, “the final mile down
to the Fed’s 2% target still
seems elusive,” said Chris
Williamson, chief business
economist at S&P Global
Market Intelligence.

The Fed is trying to pull
off the difficult feat of slow-
ing the economy enough
through high rates to get in-
flation back to 2% but not so
much that it forces a painful
recession.

A hotter-than-expected
economy could push the
Federal Reserve to wait
longer before cutting inter-
est rates. What’s worse, it
could force the Federal Re-
serve to ultimately raise
rates more and cause a deep

recession to get inflation to
fully succumb.

The yield on the 10-year
Treasury, which helps set
rates for mortgages and
other loans, rose to 4.47%
from 4.43% late Wednesday.
The two-year yield, which
more closely tracks expecta-
tions for action by the Fed-
eral Reserve, climbed to
4.93% from 4.87%.

VF Corp., which owns the
North Face, Vans, Timber-
land and other brands, fell
2.9% after reporting a loss
for the latest quarter, along
with weaker revenue than
analysts expected.

They helped to more
than offset a 9.3% leap for
Nvidia, which delivered its
latest knockout profit report
late Wednesday.



A10 rriDAY, MAY 24, 2024

Slos Anaeles Times

LATIMES.COM/OPINION

OPINION

EDITORIAL

Make climate polluters pay
for the mess they have made

Big fossil fuel companies should
share the cost of the damage done
to the environment.

S CLIMATE CHANGE exacts a

mounting toll on California,

who should pay for the damage

from rising sea levels and in-

creasingly ferocious wildfires,
floods and heat waves?

Fossil fuel companies would like taxpay-
ers to keep footing the bill while they reap
the profits from the burning of coal, oil and
methane gas. That’s not right. Companies
whose products are responsible for the vast
majority of the greenhouse gas emissions
should be held liable for the costs.

That’s the concept behind the Polluters
Pay Climate Cost Recovery Act, a bill in the
California Legislature that would create a
Superfund-style program to collect money
from major fossil fuel companies such as
Chevron and ExxonMobil to help the state
pay for the environmental damage caused
by their products.

Other states, including New York, Mass-
achusetts and Maryland, are considering
similar “Climate Superfund” bills. They’re
modeled on the 1980 federal Superfund law
that established an industry-funded trust
fund to pay for cleaning abandoned hazard-
ous waste sites and holds current and past
operators and other responsible parties lia-
ble for the costs. California would not be the
first to act; Vermont lawmakers earlier this

month sent a Climate Superfund bill to their
governor’s desk.

Senate Bill 1497, by Sen. Caroline Menji-
var (D-Panorama City), rightly focuses on
the world’s largest fossil fuel companies on
the grounds that they are responsible for
much of the climate impacts California is ex-
periencing and paying for today.

The fund would come from the estimated
41 fossil fuel extraction and refining compa-
nies that meet the bill’s threshold of being
responsible for more than 1 billion metric
tons of emissions from 2000 to 2020. Each
would pay a share of the climate costs to the
state based on a study to be conducted by
the California Environmental Protection
Agency. The total cost recovery could
amount to tens or even hundreds of billions
of dollars, according to legislative analysts,
and could be paid in installments over 20
years.

It may sound like a lot, but even that
would not fully offset the costs climate-re-
lated damages California is expected to suf-
fer for years to come from just those two
decades of pollution. Wildfires alone have
caused tens of billions in destruction of
property, health costs and other losses in
California in just the past few years.

The new climate fund, supporters say,
could pay for everything from seawall con-
struction and zero-emission vehicles to for-
est and wetlands restoration and wildfire
fighting costs. A new approach to address-
ing climate hazards is also warranted given
the precariousness of California’s roller
coaster-like budget, which Menjivar, the
bill’'s author, said demonstrates that “we

Luis SINCO Los Angeles Times

YOUTH SOCCER teams practice at Wilmington Waterfront Park in the shadow

of the Conoco Phillips refinery.

need creative solutions to relieve taxpayers
of this burden.”

Just a few years after Gov. Gavin New-
som boasted about setting aside $54 billion
to fight climate change, state lawmakers are
now facing a $45-billion budget deficit and
planning to cut billions from those same cli-
mate programs. The state’s other big source
of climate funding, the cap-and-trade pro-
gram, has raised more than $27 billion over
the last decade but is designed to generate
less revenue as emissions decline.

Oil companies have posted some of their
best-ever profits in recent years so it’s no
surprise that the fossil industry and busi-
ness trade groups are opposing the bill to
keep raking in money at the planet and the
public’s expense. But it’s time for them to
sacrifice some of their huge profits to clean

up the environmental mess they helped cre-
ate. It’s not fair for taxpayers to shoulder
such a staggering burden.

Passing this bill won’t be easy as it re-
quires a two-thirds vote and stalled last
week. But there is still time to move this leg-
islation. Doing so would show that Califor-
nia is serious about responding to the cli-
mate crisis in a fiscally responsible way,
without saddling all of the costs on regular
people.

It’s also a chance for state lawmakers, in-
cluding so-called moderate Democrats who
have a history of bending to the oil industry
(which is one of the top spenders on lobby-
ists in Sacramento), to demonstrate that
they will put the health and well-being of
California residents before the short-term
profit interests of polluters.

LETTERS

JESSIE WARDARSKI Associated Press

CHRISTIAN-THEMED pro-Trump hats are seen at a rally for the former president in Ohio in March.

How would Jesus vote?

Re “Jesus is their savior, and Trump is their candidate,” May 21

that King David was also imperfect, but to be totally flawed and proud of it does not reflect Christ.

W HAT HAS DoNALD TRUMP ever done to suggest that he is in any way aligned with Jesus? It is one thing to say

Rather, it is becoming an ever more glaring reality that what passes itself off as “conservative Christianity”

is not remotely Christian at its core.
What did Jesus ever say to justify the forceful suppression of other beliefs? What did he say that justifies the denial of

urgently needed medical care to women? Did he actually tell his followers that the Samaritan was good because he didn’t

stop to offer help?

This is the Catholicism of the Spanish Inquisition or the murderous insecurity of Iran’s Islamic theocracy. When people
insist that their security requires that anyone who is not on their team be subject to their every whim, I see it as the fur-

thest thing from Christ.

The Golden Rule is not limited in application to one’s own culture, race, gender or any other group.

JACK QUIRK, Porter Ranch

Ihaveread atleast a half
dozen articles from different
media sources about evan-
gelical Christians support-
ing Trump. They all seem to
be asking the same ques-
tion: Why?

Irecall a surveyinthe
1990s asking Christians a
variety of questions to get
anidea about their mind
set. One question Iremem-
ber went something like
this: How do you know you
are a Christian?

Problem was, there were
many answers given. There
is only one correct answer
that I know of, and it’s this: I
know that I'm a Christian
because I have put my com-
plete trust in Jesus Christ
for my salvation.

Thisis the core problem
with asking Christians why
they support Trump. The

assumption that all the
people who call themselves
Christians are actually
Christian is wrong. Just
because your parents are
Christian or you have gone
to church your whole life or
you are an American doesn’t
make you Christian.

Simply put, in religious
terms, some of these people
simply do not know the
Lord. But most people know
at least alittle about Chris-
tian ethics, and thisis what
causes confusion and disbe-
liefon the part of nonbeliev-
ers regarding evangelicals’
support for Trump.

ROBERT PACHECO
Whittier

This article reports that
conservative Christians

maintain that the former
president shares their val-
ues.

My advice to these folks
istolook closely at Trump'‘s
character and ask them-
selves,”How would Jesus
have voted?”

HERB WEINBERG
Marina del Rey

Bad excuse to
kill single-payer

Re “Lawmakersreject an-
other attempt to create
single-payer healthcare,”
May 22

Assembly Bill 2200, the
California Guaranteed
Health Care for All Act, or
CalCare, was buried with-
out a public vote inthe

Assembly Appropriations
Committee last week. Politi-
cians who claim to support
single-payer healthcare now
say it must be delayed be-
cause the state has a mas-
sive budget deficit.

Inapiecelast yearin
Forbes, emergency room
physician Arthur L. Kel-
lerman noted that the U.S.
spends more on healthcare
than other wealthy nations
but rankslast in health
outcomes.

Each timeresearch
confirms this bad news, two
objections are made: that
this country has world-class
medical hospitals and re-
search, and any medical
system other than our own
would cost too much.

Stark class divisions in
this country prevent mil-
lions of people from getting

timely checkups and com-
prehensive care. Our
healthcare systemis frag-
mented by competing insur-
ance companies. Small
businesses are burdened by
job-based health plans.

Bureaucrats and per-
verse incentives come be-
tween providers and pa-
tients. Doctors burn out,
because while they are
trained to heal and save
lives, they spend too much
time arguing with insurance
companies.

This broken system is
already staggeringly expen-
sive. A single-payer system
would cost less and cover
more. The administrative
costs created by insurance
companies would be drasti-
cally reduced.

Ifthere is no democracy
in healthcare, the founda-
tion of the social contract is
undermined. Healthcare
delayed is healthcare de-
nied.

ScoTT TUCKER
Los Angeles

Tellreaders the truth
about single-payer systems:
They don’t work.

Most of us who live in
California are lucky. If we
need to see a doctor, we can
typically get an appoint-
ment within a few days. But
not everyone is so lucky, and
we must find ways to help
those less fortunate.

Butitisnot necessary to
destroy our whole health-
care delivery system to do
that.

According to the Fraser
Institute, alibertarian think
tankin Canada, in 2023,
Canadian patients waited
longer than ever for medical
treatment in their govern-
ment-funded system. The
physicians surveyed re-
ported a median wait time
of almost 28 weeks — more
than six months.

Single-payer systems
tend to have one big prob-
lem: They are massively
underfunded, and that
causes unacceptable delays
in getting help from a doc-
tor. Why would we want that
in California?

Douac MCDERMOTT
Santa Monica

Did Assemblymember
Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland),
chair of the Appropriations
Committee, bothertoread
the analysis of AB 2200
written by a principal con-
sultant of her own commit-
tee?

That analysis clearly

delineates AB 2200 as a
policy bill, not a spending
bill.

It also quotes the 2022
finding by Gov. Gavin New-
som’s Healthy California for
All Commission that, if
single-payer were enacted,
changes to the current
system would reduce overall
healthcare spending, saving
California billions.

As Appropriations chair,
Wicks has power over the
fate of many bills. By deny-
ing Californians improved,
comprehensive, universal
healthcare and freedom
from medical debt, Wicksis
also denying California a
long-term investment to
protect us from future defi-
cits.

CAROL FODERA
LaCrescenta

A clown show
in Congress

Re “Crockett’s clapback not
just entertaining,” column,
May 22

Anita Chabria writes in
regard to the insults traded
by Reps. Marjorie Taylor
Greene (R-Ga.) and Jas-
mine Crockett (D-Texas):
“There was a clear winner. It
was not MTG.”

No, there was no clear
winner. There were just two
congressional representa-
tives who behaved as
clowns, and therefore we got
acircus. The entire House
Oversight Committee hear-
ing where this exchange
took place was an embar-
rassment.

Chabria doesn’t see it
that way; her moral com-
pass doesn’t distinguish
that two wrongs don’t make
aright.

Also, sheignores the
false equivalency of Crock-
ett’srejoinder, “Bleach
blond bad built butch body,”
to Greene’s, “I think your
fake eyelashes are messing
up what you're reading.”
They’re both puerile jabs,
but Crockett’s is much more
of avituperative ad homi-
nem attack.

The embarrassing clown
show doesn’t interest
Chabria, because she’s only
interested in rooting for her
team.

GIUSEPPE MIRELLI
Los Angeles
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The case against Trump
is all in. How strong is it?

New York prosecutors
presented a persuasive
narrative. The defense
relied on undermining it.

HARRY LITMAN

FTER 20 DAYS, 22

witnesses and inter-

mittent courtroom

fireworks, the evi-

dence in Donald
Trump’s New York hush money
trialis allin. The case will soon be
in the hands of the jury.

Who holds the advantage at
this crucial juncture? My assess-
ment, after attending much of
the trialin person, is that it’s the
prosecution’s case tolose.

With the standing caveat that
it takes only one juror to block a
unanimous guilty verdict — and
that the law puts the greatest
burden on prosecutors — the
case asit has come in putsthe
district attorney’s office in the
driver’s seat going into next
week’s closing arguments.

The prosecution’s essential
achievement was to provide a
compelling, credible narrative
that points toward only one
plausible conclusion: that
Trump is guilty as charged.

The defense, by contrast, took
a scattershot approach focused
on undermining the credibility of
any and all of the prosecution’s
witnesses, particularly Michael
Cohen, Trump’s former attorney
and fixer. But what Trump’s
lawyers didn’t do is provide a
counternarrative, a story com-
pelling enough to leave jurors
with a reasonable doubt as to
which explanation of the factsis
true.

Providing such a competing
storyisn’t the defense’slegal
obligation, of course. The judge
will instruct the jurors that if
they have any reasonable doubt
about the prosecution’s case,
they should vote to acquit.

But my experience as a trial

MiICHAEL M. SANTIAGO Associated Press

THE FORMER PRESIDENT speaks to reporters at Man-
hattan Criminal Court this week. The case goes to jurors soon.

lawyer suggests a difference
between freestanding doubt
about one or more witnesses and
abroader doubt about the ra-
tionale behind the charges — an
alternative plotline that jurors
might find believable. That’s the
kind of defense being presented
on behalf of Sen. Robert Menen-
dez, for example, who is arguing
that his wife is the guilty party.

From the first day of testi-
mony, the prosecution has pre-
sented a tight, persuasive tale. It
begins with an August 2015 meet-
ing involving Trump, Cohen and
tabloid executive David Pecker
— who explained it to the jury
from the stand — in which the
parties agreed on a scheme to
smother negative stories about
Trump.

And sure enough, before the
next year’s election, a series of
scandal-mongers required neu-
tralizing to insulate Trump from
political damage. These episodes
are akinto Acts IT and III of the
script, falling into place along the
tracks that the Pecker testimony
laid.

Hope Hicks’ testimony was
brief but powerful given her
longtime loyal service to Trump
and her obvious candor notwith-
standing her reluctance to harm
her former boss, which seemed

to cause her to break into tears.
She confirmed in dramatic terms
that Cohen and Allen Weissel-
berg, the Trump Organization’s
then-chief financial officer,
would not have cooked up the
scheme to pay off the adult-film
actor Stormy Daniels without
Trump’s say-so.

The prosecution effectively
corroborated in advance most of
what would come from its last
and most important witness,
Cohen. At the same time, the
prosecutors encouraged their
own witnesses to disparage
Cohen, lowering expectations
before he took the stand.

When he did, Cohen was
low-key, responsive and agree-
able. With a few exceptions, he
accepted the insults the defense
served up, accounting for most of
the discrepancies in his story by
explaining that he had been
telling the truth since he left the
Trump fold.

A couple oflow points in
Cohen’s testimony got a lot of
attention, and it’s natural for the
media to zero in on dramatic
moments. But the jury is more
likely to evaluate the evidence in
the context of the whole narra-
tive and a witness’ general com-
portment.

Most important, jurors, like

all of us, make overall judgments
about credibility, which is the
heart and soul of the jury system.
Taking the measure of the people
before them, they decide
whether their accounts are basi-
cally trustworthy, notwithstand-
ing the defects of the messen-
gers. And all the stories in this
case — not just Cohen’s but
those of other flawed witnesses
such as Pecker and Daniels —
cohere and ring true.

It follows that the imperti-
nence of Robert Costello, a de-
fense witness who muttered in
disagreement with Judge Juan
M. Merchan’s rulings, probably
caught the jury’s attention more
than the flaws in Cohen’s largely
even presentation — especially
once Merchan forcefully rebuked
Costello’s buffoonish grand-
standing.

The prosecution’s cross-
examination of Costello and
redirect of both Cohen and Dan-
iels were crisp, clear, textbook
demolitions of the defense’s
points. Trump’s team was more
meandering and given to stray
potshots, missing more than
they hit.

Ithink the defense still has
one largely overlooked escape
hatch: the arcane legal instruc-
tions for deciding the felony
charges. The charges require the
prosecution to prove that Trump
caused the alleged falsification of
documents to further another
crime. Prosecutors have offered
up three different candidates for
that other crime, each of which
has flaws. I could see the jury,
which includes two lawyers,
considering the legal instruc-
tions very carefully and finding
that the district attorney came
up short. And in any event, the
issueis sure to figure in an ap-
peal.

But any appeal feels a millen-
nium away. By the time that
transpires, Trump will either be
president, giving him extensive
options for evading accountabil-
ity, or alosing candidate facing
three other criminal trials. This
triallooks increasingly likely to
be the only opportunity for a jury
to decide for the first time
whether a former presidentis a
criminal. Going into the final act,
Ilike the chances that he will be
found guilty.

HARRY LiTMAN is the host of the
“Talking Feds” podcast and the
Talking San Diego speaker
series. @harrylitman

California
has to get
cities to
build more
housing

Amid an affordability
crisis, settlements with
wealthy towns such as
Malibu aren’t enough.

By Paavo Monkkonen
and Aaron Barrall

ALIFORNIA HAS taken

unprecedented action

to spur housing pro-

duction in recent

years. Since 2017 the
Legislature has passed nearly a
hundred new laws to facilitate
construction, including requiring
cities to update local housing
plans with more ambitious pro-
duction targets. The executive
branch has pursued a carrot
-and-stick strategy to reward cit-
ies committed to addressing the
housing crisis and penalize those
that are not. And the attorney
general scored recent high-pro-
file victories in legal conflicts to
advance plans for housing in the
wealthy cities of Malibu, Hunt-
ington Beach and La Canada
Flintridge.

Yet California’s approach to
land-use reform has not had the
tangible impact on housing pro-
duction and affordability seen in
other states (such as Texas) and
countries (such as New Zealand).
These places have significantly
changed land-use regulations
and expedited construction by
preventing local governments
from denying permits through
other means.

Meanwhile, California is not
on track to reach its 2022 goal of
building 2.5 million units by 2030.
In recent years, we’ve permitted
only an average of around 110,000
units annually. Updated housing
plans across the state include
zoning changes to allow for
roughly 750,000 new homes, and
the state estimates that the
pending developments of more
than 6,500 units have been un-
locked due toits oversight. Thisis
progress, but still insufficient to
improve affordability and stem
population losses driven by the

high cost of living. The state gov-
ernment must expand the scope
and speed of land-use reforms,
with all cities, including wealthy
and recalcitrant enclaves, doing
their part.

Consider Malibu. After the
city dragged its feet on its man-
dated housing plan, which was
due in 2021, the attorney general
petitioned the courts to inter-
vene in April. Malibu settled with
the state, agreeing to adopt a
compliant plan by
mid-September. In effect, the city
was allowed to delay its plan up-
date — and any new housing it
may have produced — for almost
three years without significant
consequences.

And Malibu is not alone.
Nearly a quarter of Southern Cal-
ifornia cities still lack state-ap-
proved plans to accommodate
new housing development and
implement fair housing policies.
While these cities dawdle, the re-
gion’s residents suffer the effects
of the housing shortage: high
rents, overcrowding, eviction and
homelessness. Given how far be-
hind the stateisinits goal to meet
housing demands, stronger pen-
alties and plans are needed.

Senate Bill 1037 from state
Sen. Scott Wiener (D-San Fran-
cisco), which would give existing
laws more teeth, is one welcome
start and recently passed in the
Senate. Legislators should also
strengthen the builder’s remedy
law to incentivize cities to create
compliant plans by allowing cer-
tain projects to bypass zoning
rules, providing more clarity for
developers.

Resistance from towns is not
the only obstacle. The state-man-

L VL

dated housing plan framework
also bears responsibility, as it al-
lows cities up to three years after
finalizing their housing plans to
change zoning. This multistep
framework has enabled Los An-
geles to propose bold, acclaimed
reformsinits original plan only to
whittle away its most effective
provisions in the following years.

Anothersource ofdelaysisthe
California Environmental Qual-
ity Act, which requires the review
of rezoning proposals for poten-
tial environmental impact. While
that may sound beneficial, it
means many new housing devel-
opment opportunities won’t be
available until nearly halfway
through the eight-year planning
period. New housing on already
built-up urban land, which helps
reduce air pollution and green-
house gas emissions by allowing
people to live closer to jobs and
amenities, shouldn’t be subject
to the same environmental re-
view as development on open
space.

One solution would be to ex-
empt zone changes proposed in
local housing plans from CEQA.
Legislators could expand SB 10, a
2021 law that allows cities to forgo
CEQA review for modest in-
creases in allowed building den-
sity inlimited locations, to permit
greater increases across already-
developed areas. This could em-
power pro-housing cities to
change their zoning more quickly
and remove an excuse that anti-
housing cities use to delay
growth. Additionally, local gov-
ernments can use environmental
review to drag out project ap-
provals indefinitely, which con-
tradicts streamlining provisions
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HOMES in Huntington Beach, a locality recently ordered by the state to allow development.

in state housing law. The Legisla-
ture should reconcile these two
statutes.

When at long last cities do
adopt their plans, they are often
inadequate, falling short of
meaningful improvements to
housing affordability and access.
They are also often unfair: Our
ongoing research shows that
most California cities concen-
trate new housing sites in their
lower-income neighborhoods.
This not only conflicts with fair
housing goals; it also reduces the
amount of housing developers
will build and leaves on the table
the many unitsthat could be add-
ed to higher-income neighbor-
hoods. State regulators should
respond by requiring objective,
performance-based metrics,
such as the Fair Housing Land
Use Score, to ensure all neighbor-
hoods take on their fair share of
development.

California is earning national
recognitionforitsaction onhous-
ing, partly due to high-profile
state-local conflicts exemplified
by the Malibu case. The Legisla-
ture and governor have taken on
some tough fights with impor-
tant symbolic value. But if our
leaders are serious about improv-
ing housing conditions for the
majority of Californians, that
symbolism must be matched by
more substantial reform of state
housing and environmental laws.

Paavo MONKKONEN is a
professor of urban planning and
public policy at UCLA. AARON
BarraLLis ahousing data
analyst at the UCLA Lewis
Center for Regional Policy
Studies.

Cannabis
has gone
mainstream.
Bring 1t on

LZ GRANDERSON

MORE AMERICANS NOW
consume marijuanaona
daily basis than drink /
alcohol every day, accord- |
ing to arecent study.

That’s welcome news
for anindustry that has
been unfairly demonized 7
by opportunistic politicians since th
days of Nixon. The findings — based on
data gathered between 1979 and 2022—
are consistent with the wave of decrimi-
nalization under state laws, notably with
California’s Proposition 215 back in 1996.

Afterthe election that year, alaw
professor at Loyola was quoted in the
Los Angeles Times as saying “this may
be the baby boomers taking control.”

It wasn’t the boomers prevailing, but
pragmatism.

About 1.3 million people inthe U.S.
are in state prisons. The most common
reason for incarceration? Drug-related
crimes. Given how much the country
with the highest prison population loves
pot, it makes sense to stop throwing
peopleinjail for doing weed.

Today the only states where cannabis
istotallyillegal are Idaho, Kansas, South
Carolina and Wyoming. Earlier this
month President Biden announced
plans to reclassify pot as aless danger-
ous drug.

In short: “Just sayno” is dead. Long
live “pass the dutchie 'pon the left-hand
side.”

The next important step in having
policy actually reflect society would be
for Gov. Gavin Newsom to sign the
“munchie bill” that’s likely to be headed
his way soon.

Last year Assembly Bill 374 — which
would make it legal for dispensaries to
become cafes and offer food as well as
host live events — passed the Assembly
66-9 and the Senate 33-3.

Surprisingly, Newsom vetoed the
bipartisan bill in October, citing con-
cerns about providing a smoke-free work
environment for employees. That seems
nonsensical, considering that it is al-
ready legal to consume marijuanain
California dispensaries. AB 374 would
have just made it possible to buy a bag of
chips while you do it.

Marijuana cafes have existed in Ams-
terdam since the 1970s. Last summer I
spent a few hours listening to music and
eating homemade desserts at the first
marijuana cafe in North America. Fit-
tingly called New Amsterdam Cafe, the
popular hangout opened in Vancouver in
1998 and is as chill as Issa Rae’s Hilltop
Coffee.

However, vibes are not the only rea-
sons Assemblymember Matt Haney
(D-San Francisco) introduced AB 374.
For him it’s also a matter of fairness and
trying tolevel the playing field.

“Small businesses have to follow
everyrule, and yet you're telling them
they can’t adapt and innovate and offer
something people want,” he said. “The
ones who follow the rules should be able
to offer an experience. People pay alot to
sit in a winery. We have cigar lounges.
Thisis really no different.”

Despite law enforcement’s best ef-
forts, illegal pot is estimated to have
pulled in more than $8 billion in 2020
compared with $4 billion for legal. How-
ever, it’s the small-business owners who
also have the burden of taxes, regula-
tions and fines. All of which eats away at
profits and businesses’ ability to grow.
Haney said his proposal not only would
allow small business owners to diversify
their income stream, but also would
encourage people to come out of their
post-pandemic cocoons and socialize
again.

California began liberating cannabis
culture in 1996. It’s only right the state
continues to correct a narrative that was
born not from science but from Presi-
dent Nixon’s prejudice. It’s because of
that cloud hanging over cannabis that
advocates of decriminalization had to
sweeten the deal for voters by promising
a financial windfall for the state, which of
course is why legal pot is ridiculously
overtaxed.

Haney said he knows the cafes won’t
solve all of the problems that dispensary
owners face because of competition from
the black market, but it would at least
provide owners with more ways to make
money. Haney said he worked with both
Newsom’s office and the Department of
Cannabis Control before reintroducing
the bill.

He said the new version, AB 1775,
addresses the governor’s concern for the
work environment, and it also has union
support. It recently passed the Assem-
bly 49 to 4 and is headed to the Senate.

My hope is that the munchie bill
meets Newsom’s approval. With proper
ventilation for employees and customers
alike, marijuana cafes could provide
local artists with new venues and add
another branch of tourism.

“I’m one of the younger legislators,
and I see how excited my friends are,”
42-year-old Haney told me. “I have a
couple of colleagues who represent
suburban districts and one came to me
and said, ‘All the suburban moms are
excited about your cannabis cafe bill.’
Post-pandemic, it’s been hard to get
people to get out, and I think this just
makes sense.”

It really does.

@LZGranderson
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DAN STEELE, left, of Lake Havasu City, Ariz., and Scott Bickelhaupt of Temecula set up their campsite

LIRS

Wednesday for a Memorial Day weekend getaway at Bolsa Chica State Beach in Huntington Beach.

3 million to hit road for
Memorial Day weekend

AAA expects more holiday travel despite high gas costs

BY KAREN GARCIA

Atleast 2.9 million South-
ern California travelers are
expected to hit the road this
Memorial Day weekend de-
spite higher prices at the
pump.

Those traveling by car
are a big part of the overall
3.5 million in the Southland
who are expected to get
away between Thursday and
Monday — a record, accord-
ing to a forecast by the Auto-
mobile Club of Southern
California. The number of
people driving to their desti-
nation is a 4.5% increase
from last year.

Nationally, 43.8 million
Americans are expected to
travel this year, a 4.1% uptick
from 2023.

Typically, travel trends

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times
over Memorial Dayareanin- CALIFORNIA’S AVERAGE price of gas is $5.17, which is more than the U.S.
[See Memorial Day, B4] figure of $3.61. In the L.A.-Long Beach metro area, a gallon of regular is $5.13.
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Missouri woman [Dd
as driver in wrong-way
pursuit documented
trip on social media.

BY NATHAN SOLIS

Like countless others be-
fore her, Lisa Ann Heflin of
Oakview, Mo., headed to Los
Angeles this year chasing a
dream of fame and fortune.

What she found instead
was notoriety.

The Los Angeles County
district attorney’s office has
identified Heflin, 41, as the
driver of a white van that
plowed into oncomingtraffic
onthe 405 Freeway last week
after crashing into several
police cruisers and leading
police on a wild pursuit.

The office on Wednesday
charged Heflin with 10
counts of assault upon a
peace officer, four counts of
assault with a deadly weap-
on, one count of fleeing a
pursuing peace officer’s mo-
tor vehicle while driving
recklessly and one count of
hit-and-run driving result-
ing in property damage.

“It was remarkable,” Los
Angeles Police Assistant
Chief Daniel Randolph said
of the pursuit during Tues-
day’s Police Commission
meeting. Nine LAPD officers
were injured, and the driver
caused more than $150,000 in
damage to five police vehi-
cles, he said.

A mother of four, Heflin
documented much of her
journey west on Facebook, X
and TikTok. She apparently
made it to Los Angeles with-
out her kids, who range in
age from elementary school
to a teenager; according to
relatives, Heflin did not have
full custody of them.

Inher posts, Heflin wears
her hair long and dark. She
smiles in her photos, ap-
pearing composed — a far
cryfromthe bloodied person
who was photographed after
crashing onthe 405 Freeway.

“Chasin my dreams as a
‘California Daydreamer,”
she wrote in herTikTok bio.

Heflin also posted photos
of her children on social me-
dia. In recent weeks, friends

Swimmer makes history in open-water feat
She braved sharks to go from the Golden Gate Bridge to Farallon Islands

By JEsSICA GARRISON

Amy Appelhans Gubser was a
swimmer in college, but when she
graduated more than three decades
ago, she hungup her cap and goggles
and went about the business of
working as a nurse and raising two
children.

She didn’t swim seriously again
until about 10 years ago, when a
friend coaxed her into the ocean —
with Gubser resisting all the way.

This month, Gubser, 55, became
the first person, male or female, to
swim from the Golden Gate Bridge
to the Farallon Islands. It was a jour-
ney of 29.7 miles through roiling,
freezing, famously shark-infested
waters.

In celebrating Gubser’s achieve-

SARAH ROBERTS
AMY Appelhans Gubser’s historic swim started at the Golden Gate
Bridge in San Francisco. A crew followed her in a a small boat.

ment, the Marathon Swimmers Fed-
eration noted that the feat “has a
reasonable claim to be the toughest
marathon swim in the world.”
Though five other people have been
recorded as swimming solo across
the Gulf of the Farallones, Gubser is
the first to do it heading east to west
— a more difficult journey because
colder water temperatures near the
islands hit swimmers when they are
at their most exhausted.

“I don’t think we all know what
we’re capable of,” Gubser said on her
lunch break from her job at UCSF
Benioff Children’s Hospital, where
she works in the fetal cardiac unit.
She added that she hoped her feat
would inspire other people to do
hard things. Her own swim, she said,
was dedicated to a brother and

[See Swimmer, B2]

Private security accused of force at UCLA protest

By CONNOR SHEETS

When authorities
launched the first of many
flash-bang-style devices
early on the morning of May
2, it shattered the relative
calm of UCLA’s pro-Pal-
estinian encampment and
drove a stream of protesters

running toward makeshift
barricades that blocked the
exits.

Two students said they
witnessed a student pro-
tester standing near Powell
Library attempt to move a
metal barrier to accommo-
date the people fleeing. In-
stead, he was met with force
by members of Apex Securi-

ty Group, according to the
witnesses, who were inter-
viewed together and re-
quested anonymity in fear of
retaliation by the university
or law enforcement.
“Members of the security
team started attacking him.
I think it was around five to
seven of the security
guards,” one of the students

said. “Two or three of them
were trying to hit him on the
head, and the others were
trying torestrain him.”

The protester broke free
from the private guards and
fled. Within minutes, a deep
bruise materialized on the
young man’s face where one
of the guards had punched
him, the second student wit-

ness said. The student who
was allegedly hit was not
identified and could not be
reached for comment.

“It was really unwar-
ranted. He just, like, moved
backalittle bit and thenthey
attacked,” the second wit-
ness said. “It was a really
scary feeling. I'd never seen

[See Security, B4]

Her California
dreams end in
405 nightmare

and family in Missouri com-
mented on her posts, con-
cerned about her well-being.

Someone wrote under
her most recent post:
“Haven’t heard from you in
almost a week. Seriously get-
ting worried. Hope your ok.”

Heflin wrote dozens of
messages a day in the weeks
leading up to the pursuit.
Some of her earlier Face-
book posts included links to
music videos for artists such
as Eminem, Tupac Shakur,
Ice Cube, Snoop Dogg and
Nickelback. But her later
messages became frantic in
tone, interspersed with pho-
tos in and around Los Ange-
les.

“I GOT NEWS FOR YA.
THAT ROAD YOU DON'T
FOLLOW THE LAWS OF
JAY-WALKING (ILLEGAL)
MIGHT BE THE DEATH
OF YOU,” Heflin wrote.

“DO NOT COME
SPEAK TO ME FOR ANY
REASON,” she wrote in an-
other post.

In a Facebook message
posted May 9, she compared
herself to rappers Shakur
and Eminem and spoke of
being persecuted. In that
message, first reported by
Los Angeles magazine, Hef-
lin argued about music on

[See Crash, B5]

The dark

vision of

manhood
regulated
by Trump

GOP’s ideal of what it
means to be American
and male is grounded
in white patriarchy.

ANITA CHABRIA

Ifthereis one
place where
it isundeni-
able the
Republican
Party has
already won,
it’sin defin-
ingwhatit
means to be an American
man.

Theirs is a dark vision of
white patriarchy helmed by
forever Trumpers. The
Democrats don’t offer a
clear or compelling alterna-
tive vision.

That’s a political prob-
lem, because as much as
this election has been
framed about women and
theloss of theirrights, it’s
about men.

“American politics has
long been a contest over
whoisthereal man,” C.J.
Pascoe, an associate profes-
sor of sociology at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, told me
recently.

Which is how, “unsur-
prisingly, two old guys are
the only ones” on the ticket,
added Juliet Williams, a
gender studies professor at
UCLA.

While that underlying
cultural comfort of having
men in charge has always
been the unspoken reality,
the difference in this par-
ticular moment is that
former President Trump is
screaming about manhood
—who has it and who lacks
it — every chance he gets.

Trump has madeita
part ofhis platform that we
are in desperate need of a
real man — in all his out-
moded, boorish, racist,
homophobic glory.

[See Chabria, B2]

SPORTS ON THE BACK: How the Sparks plan to wow the WNBA’s newest fans. B10
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Deal 1s

reached
In man’s
death in
custody

BY TERRY CASTLEMAN

Riverside County and the
family of a man who died in
custody in 2020 have
reached a $7.5-million settle-
ment, a lawyer for the family
said.

Christopher Zumwalt, a
39-year-old  construction
workerwho specialized inre-
modeling kitchens, was de-
tained in October 2020 by
the Riverside County Sher-
iff’s Office.

At the time, “he was tem-
porarily estranged from his
girlfriend and was upset,”
said John Burton, a lawyer
who represented Zumwalt’s
three children, “and he took
methamphetamine, which
was not typical of him.”

A neighbor called the po-
lice after Zumwalt had an
adversereactiontothe drug.
When arrested, “he was com-
pletely cooperative with the
police,” Burton said.

Video from the Sheriff’s
Office shared with The
Times by Burton confirmed
that Zumwalt was coopera-
tive during his arrest and
booking at Larry D. Smith
Correctional Facility in Ban-
ning.

While being finger-
printed, Zumwalt was left to
sit unrestrained on a bench
and complied with officers’
orders, the video showed.

He was placed in a so-
bering cell, first with anoth-
erinmate and then alone, for
over 10 hours, during which
“he became psychotic,” ac-
cording to Burton.

On the video, Zumwalt
yelled, pounded on the door
to the cell and stripped na-
ked. At one point he reached
into the toilet, “thinking
there was money in there,”
Burton said.

A nurse wanted to do a
medical evaluation, but the
unrestrained inmate was
too agitated. Officials called
in an emergency response
team of about a dozen offi-
cers clad in helmets and gas
masks.

The video shows officers
throwing canisters of tear
gas and a flash-bang
grenade into the cell as
Zumwalt screams. When of-
ficers enter the cell, they can
be seen wrestling Zumwalt
to the floor in the smoke-
filled room.

Officers tased Zumwalt
in a struggle that lasted sev-
eral minutes before subdu-
ing him and placing him in a
restraint chair with a cov-
ering over his head and a
towel over his naked midsec-
tion.

The restraints were tied
too tightly, preventing him
from breathing freely, ac-
cording to Burton. Officers
wheeled Zumwalt to anoth-
er cell, closed the door and
left him there alone for
nearly 10 minutes before en-
tering the room to find him
unresponsive, the video
showed.

Paramedics were able to
resuscitate Zumwalt, but he
had suffered “too much car-
diac down time, too much
brain damage,” Burton said.
He was put on life support
and died two days later.

Zumwalt’s family did not
know anything about the in-
cident until they found out
he was comatose at a hospi-
tal, according to Burton.
The county told them he had
had a medical emergency in
jail. Eventually, the family
obtained reports from the
county indicating that force
had been used on Zumwalt.
Lawyers were able to get
body cam and jail videos
from the Sheriff’s Office.

The videos “are so power-
ful and tell such a clear story
that that’s what influenced
the defense to settle,” Bur-
ton said.

Riverside County Sheriff
Chad Bianco said the fault
lay entirely with Zumwalt.

“The facts of this case
clearly show the actions of
our deputies were appropri-
ate and lawful,” Bianco said.
“The actions of Mr. Zumwalt
while in a methamphet-
amine-induced psychosis
caused his death. Fighting
with deputies, required todo
their job, increased his al-
ready taxed circulatory sys-
tem.”

In February 2023, the
state attorney general
opened a civil rights
investigation into the Riv-
erside County Sheriff’s Of-
fice amid allegations of ex-
cessive force against detain-
ees and inhumane jail condi-
tions.

A WALK IN THE PARK

A woman passes a fountain at TeWinkle Park in Costa Mesa on Thursday. The recent May gray weather shows no sign of letting
up, with cool temperatures, a strong marine layer even inland and possible drizzle in the forecast for Friday. WEATHER, B6

ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times

Woman is first to swim west to the Farallones

[Swimmer, from Bi]
friends who are battling can-
cer.

The Farallones are a fog-
shrouded, nautically menac-
ing string of islands west of
San Francisco that Native
Americans believed were a
home for the spirits of the
dead. Though just off the
coast of one of the world’s
most famous cities, they are
a national wildlife refuge,
thus uninhabited, and
closed to the public.

Gubser, who lives in Pa-
cifica, just south of San
Francisco, would look out
and see them almost every
day — provided they were
visible.

“They’re mysterious.
They’re creepy. They’re cap-
tivating,” she said. “I'm just
drawn to them.”

But for a long time, Gub-
ser wasn’t swimming any-
where, let alone across a gulf
considered among the most
treacherous in the world.

She had a swimming
scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Michigan, where
she was a backstroker. But
when she left college, she left
swimming as well.

Then, about 10 years ago,
a friend challenged her to
join him on an open-water
swim. After some amount of
cajoling, Gubser finally
showed up to meet him at
the South End Rowing Club,
the famed open-water swim
club in San Francisco just
across the bay from Alca-
traz.

“I started crying,” Gub-
ser said, recalling that first

day onthe beach.

“I was terrified. I put my
feet in; my feet were freez-
ing.” How was she going to
put her whole body in that
water?

Eventually, she gotinand
began to swim. And as she
warmed up, something re-
markable happened: “Every
cell in my body was alive,”
she said.

Almost from that day,
she was hooked on open-wa-
ter swimming.

She joined the South End
Rowing Club for its annual
swim from Alcatraz back to
the club.

She swam beneath the
Golden Gate Bridge, and
across Santa Monica Bay,
and from Santa Catalina Is-
land to the Palos Verdes
Peninsula.

“It just felt so fun,” she
said, adding that her chil-
dren thought she was “abso-
lutely bonkers.”

She swam around Man-
hattan, and from Ireland to
Scotland, and from Spain to
Africa.

But nearly every day, she
would look out from herlittle
town, and there the Faral-
lones would be.

About five years ago, she
decided she wanted to at-
tempt it.

But achieving it, said Ev-
an Morrison, the co-founder
of the Marathon Swimmers
Federation, requires not just
incredible grit and hard
training but also the right
currents and weather condi-
tions.

The area around the Far-

allones is a breeding ground
for great white sharks, but in
May many of them head
elsewhere.

On May 11, with weather
conditions judged to be fa-
vorable, Gubser got into the
water just before 3:30 a.m.
She wore a black and white
swimsuit — an attempt to
fool sharks into thinking she
might be an orca — and a
swim cap with alight onit, so
her support team could see
her.

The quest startedlate be-
cause a container ship came
through.

But once she was in the
water, Gubser began to
swim. For the first four
hours, she was lucky: An ebb
tide carried her about 10
miles.

“I sang verses to songs,”
she said. “I solved four or five
world problems in my head.”

The remaining 19.7 miles
would take 13 more hours.

When she began swim-
ming, the water tempera-
turewasinthe 50s. Butinthe
cold currents that swirl
around the Farollones, it
reached 43 degrees at one
point.

“I thought to myself, if I
have to do this for much
longer, I don’t know if I can,”
she said. But she didn’t want
to stop, either.

As Gubser swam, a crew
followed her in a a small
boat, tossing her nourish-
ment at various intervals.
One person kept an eye on
her at all times, said Sarah
Roberts, a friend and fellow
open-water swimmer who

was on the boat. Another
person kept a sharp eye out
for sharks.

At one point, the fog de-
scended, and there was “this
sense of creepiness, of this
wild, feral place.”

A few miles from the fin-
ish point, the group spotted
adead sealionfloatinginthe
water. This gave everyone
pause.

“There’s really only one
reason for it to be dead,”
Roberts noted, and that is
“because something
chomped it.”

Should they pull Gubser
out of the water?

She kept swimming.

“They did not tell me
[about that],” Gubser said.
“Which was a good thing.”

She reached the buoy
that was her endpoint just
after sunset. The group on
theboat erupted into cheers.

Gubser burst into tears.
Sheyelled: “Ididit.”

Gubser’s crew pulled her
into the boat. Her skin was
ice cold, Roberts said, and
everyone went to work try-
ing to warm her up, drench-
ing her in warm water, plying
herwith hot tea, and eventu-
ally wrapping her in an elec-
tric blanket.

Roberts recalled hearing
Gubser say somethingtothe
effect of: “I can’t believe I did
that.”

Morrison, the co-founder
of Marathon Swimmers,
said Gubser is “a beloved
member of the open-water
swimming community”
known for her enthusiasm
and support for other swim-

mers.

“It couldn’t happen to a
better person,” he said ofher
accomplishment.

One of Gubser’s team-
mates took detailed notes of
her odyssey, and once they
have been submitted to Mar-
athon Swimmers and re-
viewed, her swim will be
officially ratified, Morrison
said.

By last week, Gubser was
sufficiently recovered that
she was back at work.

What she wanted others
to take from her swim, she
said, was that almost any-
one is capable of an aston-
ishing feat.

She is 55, and a grand-
mother to boot. “If Iwasina
room of elite athletes,” she
said, “I would be extremely
underwhelming.”

“Ijust think it is amazing
that I can do this,” she add-
ed.

There is no monetary
prize for the swim, and when
asked if her life would
change as a result of it, Gub-
ser said: “I'm still at work to-
day, aren’t 1?”

Still, she will get one perk.
As she swam toward the is-
land, the Coast Guard radio
traffic alerted a researcher
on the Farallones that she
was coming. The man
walked down to the beach
and took photos ofher as she
finished her swim.

Then he invited her back
for a special tour of the is-
land.

She accepted, but said:
“I'm not going to swim
there.”

Forever Trumpers’ toxic masculinity is a badge of honor

[Chabria, from B1]

Anything else is “woke,”
a code word for weak and
unmanly, by that Republi-
can definition.

Obviously, this retro-
grade rumba is a dance that
goes far beyond Trump —
Tucker Carlson, Andrew
Tate, Missouri Sen. Josh
Hawley, who wrote an entire
book on the “masculine
virtues Americaneeds.”
Pick your skeevy partner.

Kansas City Chiefs
kicker Harrison Butker, he
ofthe too-tight pants, made
headlines recently for a
commencement speech at a
Catholic university where
he offered this imperious
gem: “Be unapologeticin
your masculinity, fighting
against the cultural emas-
culation of men. ... Asmen,
we set the tone of the cul-
ture, and when that is ab-
sent, disorder, dysfunction
and chaos set in.”

Thor, is your sugar get-
ting low?

Literally, so out of touch
that even the Benedictine
nuns clapped back, pointing
out that lots of women —
including nuns — happily
and successfully contribute
to the world.

But Butkerisn’t out of
touch with Trumpy men
who hold the power we have
given them — the ones who
are attempting to ban or
outlaw abortion, birth con-
trol, IVF, gay marriage,
LGBTQ-+ rights, drag
shows, vote-by-mail, immi-
gration and children’s books
including “The Adventures

of Captain Underpants.”

“Part of what isnow
happening with Republi-
cansisthey are trying to
legalize these cultural vi-
sions of masculinity,” said
Pascoe.

But just ask Hillary
Clinton how far the Demo-
crats have come when it
comes to pushing back on
these musty masculine
ideals, or Kamala Harris for
that matter.

Yes, Democrats stand up
for the rights of women and
vulnerable groups — but
they “are just as wedded to
claims about what areal
manis,” said Pascoe.

That can be especially
true in Black communities
and other communities of
color, where traditional
notions of manhood run
deep. “You spend time in the
Black community, you know
that there is some reso-
nance in this type of mes-
saging,” Hakeem Jefferson
told me.

Jefferson is an assistant
professor of political science
at Stanford, and I called him
to talk about another com-
mencement speech — the
one Biden recently gave at
Morehouse College, an
all-male, historically Black
university in Atlanta, one
whose graduates, known as
“Morehouse Men,” are cele-
brated for accomplishment.

Jefferson points out that
there is great pressure on
men of the Morehouse vari-
ety to prove wrong the racist
stereotypes of Black males
as beinglazy or criminal —

to embrace akind of Barack
Obama masculinity that is
solid and irreproachable.

It can sound like the
same values Trump es-
pouses, but at heartisa
rebuttal. The idea that
white masculinity is under
any sort of attack is anotion
Jefferson finds “dangerous.”

He says what'’s “trou-
bling about Republicans
taking hold of manhood as a
category in need of defend-
ing” is that they’re suggesti-
ng that anyone who threat-
ens that poweris out ofline.

That’s what Biden’s
speech was about. Though
many news accounts fo-
cused on what Biden said
about Gaza and college
protests, he also told gradu-
ates that Republicans “ped-
dle afiction, a caricature of
what being a man is about
— tough talk, abusing
power, bigotry.”

“But that’s not you. It’s

JAY L. CLENDENIN Los Angeles Times
A TRUMP supporter holds a flag in Beverly Gardens
Park in Beverly Hills on election night, Nov. 3, 2020.

not us. You all know and
demonstrate what it really
means to be aman. Beinga
manis about the strength of
respect and dignity. It’s
about showing up because
it’stoolate ifyou have to

ask. It’s about giving hate no
safe harbor and leaving no
one behind and defending
freedoms. It’s about stand-
ingup to the abuse of power,
whether physical, economic
or psychological.”

That is lovely, and won-
derful, and ideals that every
human should have. And I
stress human.

Biden’s view of manly
virtue only goes so far be-
cause he leaves the notion of
power and leadership in the
hands of men, and certain
men at that.

Don’t get me wrong, Iam
all-in for decent grandpa.

But this blind adherence
to traditional masculinity is
how we end up with all the

current problems framed as
women’s issues or attacks
on LGBTQ+ people.

Democratic menneed to
speak up not in defense of
others, but in defense of
themselves.

There are Harry Styles
men, Pete Buttigieg men, Lil
Nas X men, Amal Clooney’s
husband men.

Seriously, God loves
wondrous variety — own it.

Democrats need tobe
talking about masculinity
from their own experience
—what doesit meantobea
gay father, a trans husband,
a girl dad of any persuasion?

What does masculinity
mean whenit’s not tied to
expectation, subjugation or
Trump?

Failing to start that
conversation, is “proving a
disaster and it’s backing
Democrats into a corner,”
warns Williams, the gender
studies professor.

She argues that for the
left to counter these legisla-
tive attacks that have a
certain vision of masculinity
at their core, they need to
present anew and more
inclusive vision of what it
means to be aman.

Imagine if Biden actually
talked about all the different
ways to be aman and to be
masculine. Ifhe stepped
away from the traditional
and embraced the diversity
that truly defines the Demo-
cratic Party.

“Idon’t think he’s going
to do that, but imagine how
powerful it would be,”
Pascoe said.
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Honoring ‘artivists’ who cherish Skid Row

Walk the Talk programs and parade celebrate side of the neighborhood not often seen

By JULISSA JAMES

Hundreds of artists are
set to parade through the
streets of Skid Row Sat-
urday, a brass band boom-
ing behind them, in a bienni-
al celebration known as
Walk the Talk, which has
taken place in Los Angeles
since 2012.

Put onbythe Los Angeles
Poverty Department — a
performance group and arts
program founded by direc-
tor-performer-activist John
Malpede in 1985 — the pa-
rade honors the neighbor-
hood’s artists, activists and
community members.

“We wanted to acknowl-
edge the breadth of people
that are engaged with bet-
tering the community, and
especially the residents who
might not be as visible as
some of the other people,”
Malpede said. Too many
people see Skid Row as a
transient space, and, in
many ways, Walk the Talk is
about acknowledging Skid
Row as a home, including a
home to artists.

“Skid Row, it’s a gregari-
ous community,” Malpede
says.

Along the route Sat-
urday, several people will be
holding up smiling portraits
ofthemselves, part of along-
held tradition in which the
parade honors people from
the neighborhood. This
year’s portraits were created
by Armenian artist Hayk
Makhmuryan, who imagi-
nes honorees as landmarks
ofthe neighborhood.

Ahead of Walk the Talk, a
number of the honorees
spoke about what the neigh-
borhood has taught them
about home and belonging.
The conversations have
been edited for length and
clarity.

Hayk Makhmuryan
Art worker, community
organizer and founder of
Doodles Without Borders

Each one of the portraits
has a map of a Skid Row
neighborhood — 3rd to 7th
and Alameda to Main — and
then zooms in on one part
and imagines, forinstance, a
street being named after
Gary Brown. The work that
happens in the Skid Row
neighborhoodisnotinavac-
uum. It’s part of the larger
work. It’s important when
we make global connections
— there is a genocide hap-
pening in Palestine now — to
ask how it is related. Be-
cause actually, it is related to
things that happen that are
sometimes very local. One
direct thing is that the mon-
ey that’s not going to places
like the Skid Row neighbor-
hood is going overseas to
bombs.

Linda Leigh

Artist, healer, advocate
involved with Street
Symphony, Urban Voices
Project, Studio 526, Skid Row
Coffee, LA CAN Food and
Wellness Committee, Skid
Row Community Refresh Spot
and the Skid Row Action Plan

This is my favorite spot
[the People Concern’s Stu-
dio 526]. This is where home
is for me. This is where I had
the sense of community,
where I’'m not only working,
but I'm socializing. Lots of
friendships. Learned a lot of
different things, not just
with the art that I do, but I
learned how to do zines, I
learned how to make books,
we did creative writing and I
got published. One thing I
learned being in this com-

P

munity is that home is a fal-
lacy. It changes your per-
spective and you start think-
ing, “What is home?” You
might have an idea of what
the home is but not all peo-
ple have that. [People in this
community], they create.
Being like in the arts, what
they do with the things that
we throw away — oh, my
God, it’s magnificent. Abso-
lutely magnificent.

Kayo Anderson
Minister of music and artistic
development with the Row
Church Without Walls and
Creating Justice L.A.

I started the Freedom
Singers at Los Angeles Com-
munity Action Network.
That was really amazing,
learning about advocacy.
What was missing was a
place where the people drive
the energy. Now we have the
Artivist Village [in the Cre-
ating Justice L.A. Peace and
Healing Center]. I wanted to
pull artists together so we
can create collectively, so
that everybody’s voice can
get out there and be heard
and also really charge artists
with the activism piece.

Music in this community

. I've sung many, many
times, marched with many,
many folks. Every Friday
night, I'm out here at 7 p.m.
on the street, having church
with Pastor Cue. I show up
for Skid Row when asked.
Period.

Adelene Bertha

Senior peer support specialist
with the Downtown Women'’s
Center, co-chair of the L.A.
City Skid Row Park Advisory
Board and homeless advocate

I am a previous Skid Row
resident. I've stayed in Skid
Row since 2014. I started off
as a previously homeless
youth at the age of 16. The fo-
cus of my work has had to do
a lot with using my public
speaking to talk about the
homeless experience for
youth in Skid Row, and to
connect with women and
young girls about my lived
experience. I always say that
you don’t have to have four
walls to feel at home. Ididn’t
have anywhere that I
couldn’t literally call home,
but I felt like I was home
when I was around the peo-
ple of Skid Row. Their con-
versations, their interac-
tions, their honesty — be-
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HAYK MAKHMURYAN, a community organizer, says, “T'he work that happens in the Skid Row neighbor-
hood is not in a vacuum. It’s part of the larger work. It’s important when we make global connections.”

LINDA LEIGH, an artist and healer, says of the People Concern’s Studio 526:
“This is where home is for me. This is where I had the sense of community.”
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KAYO ANDERSON, a musician, says, “I wanted to pull artists together so we can
create collectively, so that everybody’s voice can get out there and be heard.”

cause they’ll be honest with
you, oh my goodness, they’re
not afraid to say whatever
they want to say to your face
— just them being their au-
thentic self to you made me
feel like, this is what home
should be like.

“Downtown”
Gary Brown

Musician, painter and
longtime member of Skid Row
arts scene

I play Kkeyboards and
mostly the percussion or the
rhythm section and saxo-
phone. I started playing out
in the streets, on Hollywood,

on corners, in downtown
L.A. Where we are now is a
beautiful place, it’s where we
started, actually. LAMP
[now the People Concern’s
Studio 526] used to be right
here. It’s significant. It’s the
beginning of me getting out
of the predicament that I
was in in the streets. Artists
were coming from every-
where. It was beautiful while
it was here. It started in 1999,
and in 2003 they moved into
[this building]. Ever since
1999 I've been involved in
that community. It’s always
been a great community. It’s
adifferent way oflife. I thank
God that I'm still able to
walk, talk, and haven’t been

shot or stabbed. A lot of peo-
ple take it for granted. Many
homeless people are upset
or pressed about being in
this predicament, but peo-
ple have strived, the commu-
nity has come together, we
have people demanding our
rights. God is on our side.

Clancey Cornell
Archival projects manager at
Skid Row History Museum &
Archive

I started first as a volun-
teer in Skid Row with the
LAMP arts program, which
isnow Studio 526. And thenI
started volunteering with
the Los Angeles Poverty De-

partment. Showing up at
the art studio every week, I
found myself deepening into
the community and making
a lot of friends and finding
myself in this position of
supporting community
events that wanted to hap-
pen here. Gary Brown and
Linda Leigh specifically fre-
quented the arts programs,
so that was my entry point
into Skid Row.

I had an interest in com-
munity archives and radical
archives because I was
someone who loves history,
social justice and art. I
started to get really inter-
ested in the power of ar-
chives as an activist tool for
justice and for healing and
memory preservation.
There’s a stereotype around
Skid Row that it’s a tran-
sient community of un-
housed folks: people are just
passing through or people
who hit rock bottom and
stay there. What you learn
over time and being in this
community is that a bit of
thatis true — people doland
in Skid Row, you could say —
but people also live in Skid
Row, make it their life and
their community.

Sieglinde von
Deffner

L.A. County Skid Row
coordinator for the
Department of Health Services

You have to love this
place. You have to start with
loving. There are many peo-
ple who didn’t speak to me
for the first two years, be-
cause the one thing I’ll tell
you is everybody’s watching.
Are you going to do what
you said you were gonna
do? What are you really do-
ing out here? Let me watch
you before I even get to the
point of words. There is
more love, caring and giving
from one person who has
nothing to another than I've
ever seen in my life. We've
forced people into just the
most basic of survival skills,
so there are also challenging
acts of brutality, because of
the conditions we forced
people tolive in. [But] thisis
a community that looks out
for each other. We have to re-
member that home and
community is everybody.

Lorinda Hawkins
Smith

Actor, singer, video maker,
author, playwright and
advocate against domestic
violence

I'm an artivist, which
means I marry being an ac-
tivist to art. In whatever we
are touching, there’s gonna
be an activism component.
[’m producing] a play. It’s
been a fight in some ways be-
cause I want theater to be
accessible and I know we
struggle. Even our theater
company, just having
enough money to even put
on the show. But what is the
point of putting on a show if
everybody can’t see it?

I was living in a [single-
room occupancy] in Skid
Row, married, my husband
was property managing that
building. And my son was
living with us in his last year
of high school. My son made
it into UC Berkeley. I was do-
ing an open mic event down-
town, and we wanted to help
my son financially, so we
were asking for people to
give at the open mic. But
theninthe place where Iwas
living in Skid Row, they did
so much more. Here are peo-
ple who have the least, doing
the most.

Victim survives stabbing, area’s latest mass transit violence

BY GRACE TOOHEY

A person was stabbed
Tuesday aboard a Los Ange-
les Metro bus in Lynwood,
the latest incident of blood-
shed linked to the county’s
mass transit system, which
is struggling to keep com-
muters safe.

The passenger, identified
only as an adult, was
stabbed in the leg and taken
to a hospital, where they
were listed in stable condi-
tion, according to a state-
ment from the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Deputies and an emer-

gency medical team re-
sponded to the assault just
after 11 a.m. at the intersec-
tion of Long Beach Boule-
vard and Norton Avenue in
Lynwood, according to the
Sheriff’s Department and
the L.A. County Fire Depart-
ment.

A person of interest has
been detained, said sheriff’s
spokesperson Deputy
Miguel Meza, but he didn’t
share details about what led
to the stabbing or arrest.

Los Angeles County Su-
pervisor Janice Hahn called
Tuesday’s stabbing “anoth-
er grim reason that we need
a surge of law enforcement
on our transit system.”

“People who rely on Met-
ro every day need to know
they can take our buses and
trains safely,” Hahn, vice
chair of the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority board
of directors, said in a
statement.

“I appreciate our Sher-
iff’s deputies whoresponded
to the scene quickly and
have detained a person ofin-
terest,” she added. “Thank-
fully, I am told that the vic-
tim’s injuries are not life
threatening. Iam praying for
their quick recovery, and I
am so sorry that they had to
endure this.”

The attack follows a

spate of violent incidents
across Metro’s bus and rail
system, including the fatal
stabbing of a 66-year-old
grandmother from Nicara-
gua who was riding the B
Lineinlate April.

Just last week, a father
from East Los Angeles was
shot in the head and Killed
whileriding abus home from
work.

Three people were also
stabbed last week in two
separate, nonfatal inci-
dents, and in mid-April, a
bus driver was stabbed while
on the job.

Patrick Chandler, a
spokesperson for Metro,
said Tuesday that the

agency “shares the concerns
of our employees and cus-
tomers about the increased
severity of crime we are see-
ing in our cities and on the
Metro system, like the one
onboard a Metro bus in the
city of Lynwood.”

Chandler did not im-
mediately respond to ques-
tions about growing safety
concerns, but said Metro is
hoping Tuesday’s stabbing
victim makes a full recovery
and commended the Sher-
iff’s Department for
promptly apprehending a
suspect.

Despite several recent vi-
olent incidents against pas-
sengers and staff, Metro offi-

cials say the rate of crimes
per passenger has de-
creased of late, with a little
more than five crimes re-
ported per million board-
ings in March. That was
about 28% lower than the
rate in February and 41%
lower than in March 2023.

Metro has also been look-
ing into, and in some cases
started implementing, secu-
rity improvements, includ-
ing adding more security
personnel on buses and cre-
ating barriers to protect
drivers.

Times staff writers Nathan
Solis and Rachel Uranga
contributed to this report.
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Private security accused of using force

[Seecurity, from Bi]
someone get beat up like
that in person before.”

The incident was the first
ofatleast two that witnesses
said involved Apex Security
Group guards acting ag-
gressively at UCLA inrecent
weeks. Witnesses who spoke
with The Times accused the
guards of assaulting and ac-
costing demonstrators who
posed no threat and leaving
the scene at a key moment
on May 1 as counter-
protesters escalated vi-
olence that left at least 30
people injured.

Apex and its parent com-
pany, the Northridge-based
security giant Contempo-
rary Services Corp., did not
respond to requests for com-
ment. Apex’s website says it
employs “off-duty and re-
tired law enforcement offi-
cers who provide supple-
mental services for clients
that require support above
and beyond standard event
security and crowd manage-
ment services.”

Hired guards are increas-
ingly ubiquitous at college
protests, with Apexand CSC
contracted for security on
campuses from Los Angeles
to New York. The guards
perform crowd control and
many of the duties tradition-
ally carried out by police offi-
cers, and can carry weapons
if properly licensed. They
can detain people, but typi-
cally as private citizens, not
sworn law enforcement,
which means they enjoy
fewer of the legal protections
afforded police. Entry-level
private security guards —
who in many cases receive
just a few days of training —
are often directed by those
who hire them to use force
only as alast resort.

It’s unclear what instruc-
tions Apex had from UCLA.

Ryan King, a spokesman
for the office of the Uni-
versity of California’s presi-
dent, Michael V. Drake, said
in an email that Drake an-
nounced on May 7 “an inde-
pendent investigation” into
what led to the violence on
April 30. The university did
not respond directly to ques-
tions about its relationships
with Apexand CSCorthein-
cidents with the firms on
campus.

UC “awaits the findings
of that investigation,” King
said. He added that the 10
UC campuses each have
their own police depart-
ments “that have control
and jurisdiction on their re-
spective campuses and may
request local law enforce-
ment support or contract for
additional security assist-
ance as necessary. Each
campus coordinates their
response to conditions on
the ground with their re-
spective leadership.”

Some protesters at
UCLA and beyond have
questioned why universities
and law enforcement agen-
cies increasingly rely on pri-
vate security firms when
cracking down on over-
whelmingly nonviolent pro-
tests.

But contracting with se-
curity companies is “a com-
mon and reasonable prac-
tice,” according to Rick San-
toro, a New Jersey-based se-
curity expert with more than
30 years of experience.

“Typically, public law en-
forcement agencies do not
have the resources to pro-
vide security services on a
long-term basis in situations
such as labor actions [and]
civil unrest,” he said via
email. “It’s practical and
necessary in many cases for
colleges and universities to
use private security contrac-
tors either exclusively or to
supplement” police in such
situations.

At UCLA, where Apex
guards were accused of get-
ting physical with some stu-
dents on May 2, they were
also filmed standing by the
previous night as some pro-
Israel protesters tore down
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TWO UCLA students who witnessed the recent campus protests against the Israel-Hamas war say employees
of Apex Security Group beat an activist who posed no threat. Above, a guard with the firm’s parent company.

barricades and incited vi-
olence.

The Apex guards, who
appeared to have been un-
armed, were brought in at
the behest of former UCLA
Police Chief John Thomas,
who was removed from the
post this week as he faced
withering criticism over his
handling of the protests.

University leaders had
repeatedly directed Thomas
to create a safety plan, three
sources told The Times this
month. He was told, the
sources said, to spend what-
ever was necessary to main-
tain peace and order. Thom-
as developed a plan, the
sources said, to deploy pri-
vate security who would not
be authorized to arrest any-
one and who were told to
contact the UCLA police if
the situation on the ground
escalated. Whether Apex
personnel received direc-
tionstoleavethe sceneinthe
event of violence remains
unknown.

But a group of Apex secu-
rity guards posted at the pe-
rimeter of the encampment
ultimately left without inter-
vening, according to wit-
nesses and video from the
scene. Mayhem ensued, with
clashes between the oppos-
ing groups of protesters last-
ing until police in riot gear
arrived more than two hours
later.

Allegations of physical al-
tercations between Apex
personnel and student pro-
testers did not stop with the
dismantling of the camp.

On May 15, a 2023 UCLA
graduate returned to the
campus to participate in a
pro-Palestinian demon-
stration. The alum, who uses
the pronouns “they” and
“her,” said they had scrawled
messages including “Free
Palestine” and “How many
people did you Kill today?” in
chalk on sidewalks and
school buildings as the
marchers made their way
across the Westwood cam-
pus.

As the procession wound
down near Shapiro Foun-
tain, about 10 Apex guards
gathered around the 5-foot-
tall protester, who asked to
remain anonymous, citing
concerns about retaliation
by law enforcement.

Three men wearing black
windbreakers with APEX
SECURITY GROUP embla-
zoned in white letters across
the back and light khaki
pants can be seen grabbing
them by the arms in videos
of the incident reviewed by
The Times. Several CSC
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Although a primitive, two-color
process was first used in
1922,  audiences  weren't
impressed by  Technicolor
until a three-color system
appeared in “Becky Sharp.”

guards are visible in the
background of one of the
videos.

“Letthem go. You'renota
f—ing cop,” an onlooker
yelled at one of the Apex
guards. “What are you doing
to them? Why are you grab-
bing them?”

The alum was released
moments later as a guard
took their tote bag and
opened it up on a nearby
ledge.

“Give me back my bag,
you f—ing pig,” they yelled as
the guard rifled through the
bag’s contents  before
pulling out a red pen and
holding it up in the air.

“Come here, Miss, here’s
your bag back. I have her
marker that you graffitied
with. Here you go,” the
guard said loudly. The alum
yelled back that it was a pen,
not a marker. “Hold on. So
she graffitied, so everybody
knows. And you can’t graf-
fiti. Here you go. Here’s your
bagback.”

The alum maintained
they were drawing in chalk,
not making graffiti.

Apex did not respond to
questions about the inci-
dent.

There have been otherre-
cent instances of protesters
accusing the company of
harsh tactics. In January,
Apex sent dozens of guards
to Berkeley, where they as-
sisted in the clearing of tents
and makeshift homes
erected in People’s Park a
fewblocks from UC Berkeley
inanattempt toblock there-
development of the land-
mark site.

Columbia University

used the firm as part of its
controversial response to a
pro-Palestinian protest
movement last month.

“One security guard said
the university’s contractor,
Apex Security Group Inc.,
was recruiting more workers
forits 7 p.m.-to-7 a.m. shift at
arate of $240 a day,” the New
York Post reported.

The company has
branches in more than a
dozen cities and regularly
works high-profile gigs, in-
cluding Super Bowl LVIII in
Las Vegas, L.A. Rams and
Chargers games, and other
major events.

Apex’s parent company,
CSC, was founded in 1967 by
Damon Zumwalt, then a stu-
dent athlete at UCLA. Un-
like the off-duty and retired
officers hired by Apex, the
larger firm recruits security
guards who have varying
backgrounds, using a
screening process that is
less stringent compared
with law enforcement agen-
cies.

California requires a few
dozen hours of training to
become a licensed security
guard.

Many police depart-
ments, including the LAPD,
require officers to complete
a six-month stint in a police
academy, followed by addi-
tional months of field train-
ing.

As aresult, there’s a vast
pay gap between low-end
private security personnel
and sworn law enforcement
officers. Most security
guards make little more
than minimum wage versus
well over $100,000 a year plus

government benefits for ex-
perienced cops.

Law enforcement veter-
ans like those Apex hires
tend to be more calm and ef-
ficient in high-stress situa-
tions than their civilian
counterparts, according to
James F. Pastor, an attorney
who runs a security consult-
ing firm in Florida.

Many who contract with
the company are looking for
a higher level of service and
capacity than a more all-
purpose firm like CSC can
provide. But there can be a
flip side to years of experi-
ence, said Pastor, a former
Chicago police officer.

“There’s a lot of good se-
curity officers out there that
can manage people, that
have experience in de-esca-
lation techniques and com-
munication techniques and
just frankly using a level of
professionalism to get the
job done without getting too
physical,” he said, but
“there’s alot of cops wholose
that ability either through
frustration or burnout over
theyears.”

Even with incidents like
those alleged at UCLA, pri-
vate guards are here to stay
at concerts, sporting events
and on college campuses.

“What I see now is a driv-
ing towards private securi-
ty,” Pastor said. “I think
post-George Floyd, the reali-
tyispolice are havingamuch
more difficult time recruit-
ing and keeping trained po-
lice officers. So I think that
tide is turning where they’re
seeing the value of having a
private security officer next
tothem.”

3 million on road expected
for Memorial Day weekend

[Memorial Day, from Bi]
dication of what’s to come
for summer, so there could
be more records ahead, said
Doug Shupe, a regional
spokesperson for AAA.

The increased number of
travelers is a sign that peo-
ple need a break and are
wanting to get out and con-
nect, even though the cost of
goods and services is higher
these days, he said.

“What we typically see in
these travel forecasts is peo-
ple prioritize travel in their
budgets,” Shupe said.

And a big part of that
budget this yearis allocating
enough funds for filling their
gastanks.

California’s gas price av-
erage is $5.17 — nearly $2
more than the national aver-
age of $3.61.

In the Los Angeles-Long
Beachmetro area, a gallon of
regular self-serve gasoline
costsjust under the state av-
erage: $5.13.

This time last year, the
price was $4.86.

In a bit of good news,
prices have been dropping
since last week, when the
cost was $5.22.

But don’t get too excited,
Shupe said, noting that gas
costs may creep up further.

“What we don’t know is
the wild card of crude oil,” he
said. “Unlike last year there
are two wars, in the Middle
East and Ukraine, and that
can cause some turmoil in
the oil market.”

Despite the tensions
overseas, the potentially vol-

atile effect on crude oil
prices has been kept in
check by spare production,
according to recent U.S. En-
ergy Information Adminis-
tration projections. If hold-
erschoosetouseit,the spare
crude oil supply can be avail-
able to the market in the
event of short-term disrup-
tions.

Historically, gas prices
tend to rise gradually in the
spring and peak in late sum-
mer, when people drive more
frequently, according to the
EIA.

California’s prices also
are affected by the shift to a
different fuel blend in
warmer weather, a transi-
tion that already has taken
place.

As you prepare for your
weekend plans, experts say
factor in fuel-efficiency tips
and plan for where you’ll fuel
up. Both can save you mon-
ey.

Fuel-efficiency tips

Here’s a list of simple
things you can do to squeeze
a few extra miles out of each
gallon of gas in your tank.

mDon’t put off repairs:
Ignoring your check engine
light could not only result in
costly extra repairs but also
increase your gasoline us-
age. According to the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency, fixing a serious
maintenance problem, such
as a faulty oxygen sensor,
canimprove your mileage by
as much as 40%.

m Check your tire pres-

sure: Driving with deflated
tires can cost motorists two
or three miles per gallon, ac-
cording to the EPA.

= Slow and steady wins
the race: Go the speed limit,
because the faster a vehicle
is moving, the more fuel
you’re burning.

m Pack your luggage in-
side the car: Putting your
belongings in the overhead
luggage rack can cause your
car to drag, reducing fuel ef-
ficiency. If you can, keep
items inside the trunk.

m Lighten the load: Pack
lightly onroad trips. Theless
weight you’re carrying, the
better your fuel efficiency.

Shop around for gas

While you're mapping out
your travel route, consider
searching for where you’ll
stop for gas.

There are several apps
and websites that can help
you find lower prices:

m The Auto Club app for
AAA members shows the
closest gas stations with the
lowest amounts, anywhere
in the United States.

mIn its app and on its
website, Gasbuddy displays
real-time pump prices near
you.
m The Gas Guru app can
search for gas stations by
price, fuel grade and dis-
tance, as well as show prices
inyour area.

m Mapquest, Google
Maps and Waze have a fea-
ture that enables you to see
gas prices on the route of
your trip.

State bill

to allow
pot cafes
passes 1n
Assembly

By JuLia Wick

A bill that would allow
Amsterdam-style cannabis
cafes in California passed
the state Assembly this
week on a 49-4 vote and is
headed to the Senate. But
even if the Legislature’s up-
per chamber approves AB
1775, legalization remains far
from a sure thing.

Gov. Gavin Newsom
vetoed a prior iteration of
the bill in October, citing
the state’s long-standing
smoke-free workplace pro-
tections.

The bill would authorize
local jurisdictions to allow li-
censed cannabis retailers to
prepare and sell non-canna-
bis food and nonalcoholic
beverages. The bill would
also allow the cafes to host
live music and other per-
formances.

Under current state law,
patrons can consume can-
nabis at a dispensary, but
dispensaries can’t legally
sell non-cannabis products
like coffee and food, as is le-
galin Amsterdam.

California’s symbolic po-
sition at the apex of weed
culture haslong beenrivaled
by the Dutch capital, where
cannabis cafes have been le-
gal since the 1970s.

Assemblymember Matt
Haney (D-San Francisco),
who introduced the legisla-
tion, has framed it as a mat-
ter of fairness. He argues
that the cafes would level the
playing field for the state’s
highly taxed and regulated
legal weed industry, allowing
legitimate businesses to
compete with black-market
sellers who don’t operate
under the same constraints.

“This is a bill that sup-
ports our legal small busi-
nesses that just want to di-
versify their businesses and
do the right thing,” Haney
said Monday on the Assem-
bly floor. “The illicit illegal
market is continuing to grow
and thrive, while our legal
cannabis market is strug-
gling.”

Haney cited the gover-
nor’s prior veto, saying he
had beenworking to address
Newsom’s concerns through
amendments to the bill. The
new version would prohibit
cannabis smoking or vaping
where food is being prepared
or stored, creating separa-
tion between where people
are consuming cannabis and
other work areas.

Rather than taking a
blunt statewide approach,
the bill would put the deci-
sion to allow cannabis cafes
inthe hands oflocal jurisdic-
tions. Should a jurisdiction
decide to green-light the
lounges, it would have to
hash out its own permitting
process and regulations.

West Hollywood put a li-
censing system in place sev-
eral years ago, and a handful
of cannabis lounges operate
within the city’s 1.89 square
miles. The West Hollywood
businesses operate with
workarounds that separate
the food businesses, The
Timeshasreported. Nosuch
licensing system exists in
Los Angeles.

The American Cancer
Society Cancer Action Net-
work, the American Heart
Assn. and the American
Lung Assn. have all opposed
the bill, raising concerns
about the health effects of
secondhand marijuana
smoke. They argue that the
bill would undo hard-fought
workplace protections.

Marijuana advocacy
group Americans for Safe
Access has argued that pa-
trons and employees would
face no health risks because
of the highly regulated na-
ture of such establishments.

A Newsom spokesperson
declined to comment on
pending legislation.

Times staff writer Nathan
Solis contributed to this
report.

ROBERT GAUTHIER L.A. Times

WEST HOLLYWOOD
allows cannabis cafes.
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Missouri woman’s quest for fame, fortune in California goes awry

[Crash, from Bi]
theradio, made several com-
ments about “attempted
murder” on the road and
other veiled threats, and ac-
cused unnamed people of
doing terrible things to get
closer to celebrities. She
ended with the question,
“Do you like my van?” —
which family members be-
lieve was where she was liv-
ing.

One personlivinginavan
near where Heflin parked in
Venice, who identified him-
self only as Greg, said he
spoke to her on a few occa-
sions, but she appeared to
be under the influence of
drugs and was incoherent at
times.

“You can’t help but speak
to someone like that when
you're all parked close to-
gether,” Greg said.

Los Angeles City Coun-
cilmember Traci Park’s of-
fice said a a homeless out-
reach group under contract
with the city offered Heflin
“services and housing solu-
tion.”

A spokesperson for her
office said they could not dis-
close specific details about
the services but said Park’s
office remains “committed
to addressing the needs of
our community through
continuous support and
outreach.”

Hours after the pursuit,
Park wrote in a Facebook
post: “This is the failed so-
cial experiment unfolding in
real time. This is not a hous-
ing crisis, it is a behavior cri-
sis. We need the resources
and legal tools to get unsta-
ble, dangerous people out of
our neighborhoods. Those

who refuse services contin-
ually cannot choose to re-
main onthe streets, terroriz-
ing neighborhoods, and in
this case, endangering
lives.”

The events that led to the
crash, which destroyed two
private vehicles and several
LAPD cruisers, began just
after4:30 a.m. Friday.

The LAPD responded to
3rd and Rose avenues in
Venice amid reports of a
woman acting erratically.
When officers arrived, the
woman argued with police
while standing next to a
white van that was parked
diagonally toward the curb,
according to residents.

“She woke me up from a
dead sleepyellingin the mid-
dle of the street,” said Greg,
who was in his van a few
yards from Heflin’'s. The

parking spots along Rose
Avenue between 3rd and 4th
avenues feel safer than other
parts ofthe beach communi-
ties, he said, because the
streetiswelllighted nexttoa
storage-unit business.

Police tried to calm her,
Gregsaid, but she continued
to argue.

Janice James, 58, a musi-
cian living in her car around
the corner from where the
white van had been parked,
said she saw the woman
jump into the van that
morning and rev the engine
several times before pulling
out of the parking spot.

“That’s when she floored
it in reverse and just
rammed that police SUV,”
James said. “That shook
them up because the SUV
moved about two or three
feet.”

James was afraid the
woman in the van would hit
other cars as she sped down
the narrow street about 50
mph.
“I wouldn’t want to lose
my car,” James said Wednes-
day morning.

James said she saw video
of the police chase as the
woman drove erratically be-
fore crashing into police ve-
hicles.

Authorities tried to get
the van off the road with
multiple maneuvers that
were ineffective.

“She could have made a
great stuntwoman driver,”
James said.

Police say Heflin got onto
the 405 Freeway and began
driving in the wrong direc-
tion. She eventually crashed
into two cars and a tractor-
trailer that had stalled on

the freeway.

Motorist David Hill
jumped out of his car after
the white van crashed into
him.

“Whenthatvancametoa
stop, I wasn’t sure who was
inside, what they were going
to do, if they were going to
come out and try to steal my
car,” Hill told KTTV. “So I
immediately got out of my
carand came to the shoulder
and just waited while police
apprehended that suspect.”

Authorities say Heflin
jumped out and climbed
onto the hood of the semi as
police swarmed her and took
her into custody.

During a court hearing
Wednesday, Heflin pleaded
not guilty to all charges.
She’s due back in court June
20 and is being held in lieu of
$695,000 bail.
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26th, 2024 -
7TAM-3PM

Santa Monica Airport An-
tique & Vintage Market
Victorian to Mid-Century
- Denim to Lace. Dealers
you know & new Design-
ers to Meet.

For Avid Collectors and
Treasure Seekers. Free
On-Site Parking - $5. Ad-
mission - Shoppers Un-
der 16 are Free

Look for the White Tents -
Interim Open Space
3233 Donald Douglas,
Santa Monica, CA 90405
SantaMonicaAirpor-
tAntiqueMarket.com -
310.909.9001

Our Market is twice a
month on the 1st & 4th
Sunday...Never on the
5th Sunday.

Info@FleaMarketsLA.com

i |
"o | rovESron e | CALIFORNIA_
Estate Sales ORANGE COUNTY | [l ean
— Stunning Home Historic restored 2 Homes
FleaMarket on || | 1¢op anaheim it | | 22o52cis,. im oceie
Sunday - May on1Ace-ONLY [ | fe Qaks +Flants Fenced
$4,000,000 Well and Soil.

In the Country but not far
from S.F./Bay Area, Sacra-
mento, Tahoe + 6 hour drive
from L.A. P/c Darci at Valley
Springs, CA Century 21 Re-
alty. darci 209 3512494
Darci@teamdc21.com Pp

Remodeled 5300 SF home
w/ pool house, rec room,
art studio, 4 car garage.
$10,000,000 home if in LA.

Bret Lewis 480-
225-6616 brk _
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Legal Notices

for this crime. Unless
withdrawn or paid by
City Council action, this
offer of reward shall
terminate on, and have
no effect after,
November 24, 2024. The
provisions of payment
and all other
considerations shall be
governed by Chapter 12
of Division 19 of the
LAAC Code, as amended
by  Ordinance  Nos.
158157 and 166666. This
offer shall be given
upon the condition that
claimants continued
cooperation within the
criminal justice system
relative to this case and
is not available to public
officers or employees of
the City, their families,

this case, please call the
Los Angeles Police
Department at 1-877-
LAPD-24-7, 24 hours. C.
F.No.21-0010-524.
5/24/24

CNS-3817125#

CASE NUMBER:
23STPB04881
NOTICE OF HEARING ON
PETITION TO DETERMINE
CLAIM TO PROPERTY
SUPERIOR  COURT  OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF
LOS ANGELES, 111 N. Hill
Street, Los Angeles, CA

90012, Stanley Mosk
ESTATE OF
(name): GRACE M. KELLY,
Decedent
A petition has been
filed asking the court to
determine a claim to the

attend the hearing, you
may also file a written
response before the
hearing.

If you do not respond
to the petition or attend
the hearing, the court
may make orders
affecting ownership of
the property without
your input.

TO: KENNETH JOHNSTON

1. NOTICE is given that
(name): LEO F. KELLY
(fiduciary or
representative capacity, if
any): Administrator has
filed a petition entitled
(state  complete title):
Petition for Order to
Determine Ownership of
Personal Property under
Probate Code section 850
asking for a court order
determining a claim or
claims to the property
described in 3.

follows: you ask at least five days NOTICE TO JOHNNY
Name and address of before  the  hearing. HICKEY

court, if different from Contact the clerk's office JOSUE VALDEZ reserves

above: or go 0 | the right to seek $100,000
Hearing Date: Date: Aug www.courts.ca.gov/forms in  punitive damages

15, 2024 Time: 8:30 a.m. for Request for when Josue Valdez seeks

Dept.: 44

3. The property that is
the subject of the petition
is (described each item of
real or personal property;
for real property -- ie,
land or buildings -- give
the street address or, if
none, described  the
property's location and
give the assessor's parcel
number): Retirement
Account  at  Charles
Schwab in the name of
Decedent.

Requests for

Accommodations
Assistive

listening systems,

computer-assisted  real-
time captioning, or sign

Accommodations by
Persons With Disabilties
and Response (form MC-
410). (Civil Code Section
54.8.)

CN106633  KELLY May
17,24,31,Jun7,2024

a judgment in the Los
Angeles County Supe-
rior Court case JOSUE
VALDEZ v. JOHHNY
HICKEY et al., Case Num-
ber 23STCV10575, filed
against you. Megan R.
Reuther - May 24, 2024

2. A HEARING on the language interpreter
petition will be held as services are available if
Business Names Business Names

Log on to latimes.com and
you'll get breaking news,
calendar live, business,

sports, classified and travel.

All brought to life
with great photos and links

$50,000 REWARD
’ NOTICE
vnu "e The City of Los Angeles
offers a reward payable
connectEd' at the discretion of the

City Council to one or
more persons in the
sum or sums up to an
aggregate  maximum
total sum of $50,000 for
information leading to
the identification and

You're
connected.

Los Angeles Times
latimes.com.

to keep you moving.

More information.
In a flash.

Los Angeles Simes
latimes.com.

apprehension of the
person  or  persons
responsible  for  the

SHOOTING DEATH OF
Marcelis Gude, in the
City of Los Angeles On
June 15, 2021, at
approximately 8:20 p.m.,

love 1s..

© 2024 Minikim Holland B.V.

...what starts with a kiss.

TM Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. — all rights reserved

22-year-old Marcelis
Gude was standing in
the area of 102nd Street
and San Pedro Street
when unknown
suspects exited a
passing vehicle and
opened fire in Mr.
Gude's direction. An 8-
year-old girl who was
riding her bicycle in the
area was also struck by
gunfire on the arm. The
suspects re-entered
their vehicle and fled
the scene. The victims
were transported to
local medical centers,
where Mr. Gude was
pronounced deceased.
The detectives believe a
reward may compel
member of the public to
provide information on
the persons responsible
for this crime. The
person  or  persons
responsible  for  this
crime  represent  an
ongoing threat to the
safety of the people of
Los Angeles; therefore, it
is appropriate for the
City of Los Angeles to
offer a reward for
information leading to
the identification,
apprehension and
conviction of the person

or persons responsible

JUNMUSLIE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Yesterday’s Answer:

Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

forgery!

24 Y

THE THIEVES HAD PLANNED TO
SWIPE THE PAINTING, BUT ALL
\~ THEY COULD DO WAS - |

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)
GASKET CHROME

THIRD

The blacksmith’s first few attempts weren’t to his

liking, but he planned to — FORGE AHEAD

Cavaliers as well as 12 week
old Shichon and also a 14
week old Cavapoo.Well Social-
ized and up to date on vaccine
and Dewormer.Microchipped
and come with a 30 Day health
Guarantee.Pay only 100 Down
to Secure and remainder due
at delivery.Contact Ruth Ann

ETS

CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 8 week

Foly
L)

Today For more info and individual Photos 3304323188

old
-

Los Angeles Times

latimes.com.
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persons in law property identified in 3,
enforcement or persons and a hearing on the
whose mlsconduct petition has been set.
prompted this reward. If Please refer to the
you have any petition  for  more
information  regarding information.

If you have a claim to
the property described
in 3, you may attend the
hearing and object or
respond to the petition.
If you do not want to

Legal Notices Legal Notices
SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
Case Number (Numero del Caso):
23SMCV01091
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

HOOMAN NISSANI, an individiual

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
WALTER HURTADO

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

Santa Monica Courthouse

1725 Main Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Kevin Mahoney

249 E Ocean Blvd, Ste 814

Long Beach, CA 90802

(562) 590-5550

Date: (Fecha) March 10,2023
David W. Slayton  Clerk

(Secretario)
I.Valencia Deputy

(Adjunto)
MARKETPLACE
To advertise your pets, log on to You're
placeanad.latimes.com/pets-for-sale (:llllllecled.

Log on to latimes.com
and you'll get breaking
news, calendar live,
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GOLDEN RETRIEVER Golden Retriever ($1500) & Gold-

en Irish ($1800) puppies for sale! See goldenhartpuppies.
com for more info or call 785-285-1311.
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Fictitious Business Name Statement NO.: 2024
2024074943
The following person is doing business as:

Fictitious Business Name(s) Afretrade, Azinabay,
The Bridge Symposium 8383 Wilshire Blvd, STE
800, Beverly Hills, CA 90211. Registered Owner
(S): Afrebay Inc. 231 E. Alessandro Blvd, Ste A438,
Riverside, CA 92508. Business is conducted by: a
Corporation. The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 04/2024. | declare that all information
in this statement is true and correct. (A registrant who
declares as true information which he or she knows
to be false is guilty of a crime) REGISTRANT/CORP/
LLC NAME: Afrebay Inc. Signature: Lekan Salaam.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on April 5, 2024. NOTICE- in accor-
dance with subdivision (a)of section 17920 A Fictitious
Name Statement generally expires at the end of five
years from the date on which it was filed in the office
of the County Clerk except, as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it expires 40 days after
any change in the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other than a change in the
residence address of a registered owner. A new ficti-
tious business name statement must be filed before
the expiration. The filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this state of fictitious busi-
ness name in violation of the rights of another under
federal state or common law (see section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions code). Dean C. Logan, Los
Angeles County Clerk. BY: Rosylee Guzman, Deputy.
Published 05/17/24, 05/24/24, 05/31/24, 06/07/24.

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
Case Number (Numero del Caso):
22SMCV01725
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:

(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Cross-Defendant AMBER ANTONAE LAWRENCE

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:

(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
Cross-Complainant  WHN, INC, a CALIFORNIA
CORPORATION, DBA PORSCHE WOODLAND HILLS

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services Web Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

iAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the courtis: (El nombrey
direccion de la corte es):

Los Angeles Superior Court, West District, Santa
Monica Courthouse

1725 Main Street

Santa Monica, California 90401

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el nhumero
de telef del abogado del d dante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

Jeffrey S. Gubernick, Bishton « Gubernick

6701 Center Drive West, Suite 925

Los Angeles, California 90045

(310) 337-4866

Date: (Fecha) January 24,2023

David W. Slayton  Clerk
(Secretario)
C.Meeks Deputy
(Adjunto)

Legal Notices

SUMMONS (Family Law)
Case No. FAMBA2202113
Notice to Respondent (Name):
Aviso Al Demandado (Nombre):
KAREN L. GILL

You have been sued. Read the information below.
Lo han demandado.

Petitioner's name is:
Nombre del demandante:
LIONEL J. OSSE

You have 30 calendar days after this Summons
and Petition are served on you to file a Response
(form FL-120) at the court and have a copy served
on the petitioner. A letter or phone call will not
protect you.

If you do not file your Response on time, the court
may make orders affecting your marriage or
domestic partnership, your property, and custody
of your children. You may be ordered to pay
support and attorney fees and costs.

For legal advice, contact a lawyer immediately.
Get help finding a lawyer at the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), at the California
Legal Services website (www.lawhelpca.org), or
by contacting your local county bar association.
Tiene 30 dias de calendario despues de haber
recibido la entrega legal de esta Citacion y
Peticion para presentar una Respuesta (formulario
FL-120) ante la corte y efectuar la entrega legal de
una copia al demandante. Una carta o llamada
telefénica o una audiencia de la corte no basta
para protegerlo.

Si no presenta su Respuesta a tiempo, la corte
puede dar érdenes que afecten su matrimonio o
pareja de hecho, sus bienes y la custodia de sus
hijos. La corte tambien le puede ordenar que
pague mantuencion, y honorarios y costos
legales.

Para asesoramiento legal, pongase en contacto
de inmediato con un abogao. Puede obtener
informacién para encontrar un abogado en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) en el sitio web de los
Servicios Legales de California
(www.lawhelpca.org) o poniéndose en contacto
con el colegio de abogados de su condado.
NOTICE—RESTRAINING ORDERS ARE ON PAGE
2: These restraining orders are effective against
both spouses or domestic partners until the
petition is dismissed, a judgment is entered, or
the court makes further orders. They are
enforceable anywhere in California by any law
enforcement officer who has received or seen a
copy of them.

AVISO - LAS ORDENES DE RESTRICCION SE
ENCUENTRAN EN LA PAGINA 2: Las 6rdenes de
restriccion estdn en vigencia en cuanto a ambos
conyuges o miembros de la pareja de hecho hasta
que se despida la peticion, se emita un fallo o la
corte dé otras o6rdenes. Cualquier agencia del
orden publico que haya recibido o visto una copia
de estas ordenes puede hacerias acatar en
cualquier lugar de California.

FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask
the clerk for a fee waiver form. The court may
order you to pay back all or part of the fees and
costs that the court waived for you or the other
party.

EXENCION DE CUOTAS: Si no puede pagar la
cuota de presentacién, pida el secretario un
formulario de exencién de cuotas. La corte puede
ordenar que usted pague, ya sea en parte o por
completo, las cuotas y costos de la corte
previamente exentos a peticion de usted o de la
otra parte.

The name and address of the court are:
Superior Court of California

235 E. Mountain View Street
Barstow, California 92311

Barstow District

The name, address, and telephone number of the
petitioner’s attorney, or the petitioner without an
attorney, are:

Kerrie C. Justice (CSBN: 202768)

15427 Anacapa Road

Victorville, CA 92392

(760) 955-9746

Date: Jul 11, 2022
/s/ By: Barbara Braden, Deputy (Asistente)

Published in the Los Angeles Times
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THE WEATHER

Today in Southern California

Cool, with low clouds and areas of drizzle: The marine layer will be deep and persistent Friday from the coast
to the foothills. Limited clearing is expected in the afternoon across the interior valleys, but closer to the coast
there may not be any clearing at all. Localized drizzle is possible throughout the day, with the best chance in

the foothills.
5-day forecasts

High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

Today in North America

Strong storms from the Midwest to the Carolina coast: Severe weather
is expected Friday as warm, moist air fuels thunderstorms across the
eastern half of the country. Areas around Chicago may have hail, flash
flooding and damaging winds, with gusts of up to 75 mph possible.

-
Warm Front

Pressure: Low High

-
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Jet Stream Trough
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THE DAY IN SPORTS

Bringing
the Chelsea

model here

[Hayes, from B10]

Thursday, midway through her
first official day as coach of the na-
tional team. “At the end of it he
goes, “You're going to take it, won’t
you?’

“Ialmost talked to himlikeI had
the job, even though I didn’t, be-
cause I wanted him to go with that
thought. By the time October
rolled around and I interviewed for
the job, I just thought I could hear
him in my head the whole time.
“You’ve got todoit.””

She did, although she had to
wait for her contract at Chelsea to
run out, which it did last weekend
with Hayes winning her fifth
straight Women’s Super League ti-
tle. Now she has less than 10 weeks
to prepare the U.S. for another
Summer Games, this one in
France, where it will face the best
field in Olympic history.

Her work will begin in earnest
next week when Hayes gathers her
first U.S. team in suburban Denver
for training camp and the first of
two friendlies with South Korea.
Afterthat, she’ll have to choose her
18-player team for Paris.

And after her success in Eng-
land, she says the challenges of her
new job have re-energized her.

“Working at Chelsea took my
whole life for the past 12 years and I
really wanted a change,” said
Hayes, 47, who reportedly will earn
close to $2 million a year with the
U.S., making her the best-paid
women’s soccer coach in history.
“Just driving into the same work-
place six days a week, the game ev-
ery three days, the intensity of all of
those things. I couldn’t do that
again. Not at this moment in time.

“There’s a different ebb and
flow to international football. You
don’t get many opportunities to go
to an Olympics in your life.”

Hayes, who was born in Lon-
don, arrived in New York to start
her new job Wednesday and im-
mediately took a walk around Cen-
tral Park. She’s no stranger to the
city or the park, having taken her
first coaching job with the Long Is-
land Lady Riders of the USL W
League. The team went 11-3-0 and
Hayes, just 25, was named the
league’s coach of the year.

She quickly moved on to Iona
University and the Chicago Red
Stars, who then played in the WPL,
before returning to England with
Chelsea in 2012. But, she said, she

MARTIN MEISSNER Associated Press

EMMA HAYES, a London native, coaches Chelsea F'C in a
match against FC Barcelona in Gothenburg, Sweden, in 2021.

always planned on coming back to
theU.S.

“My journey has been bottom
up. So I have such an appreciation,
not just of the landscape, but of my
journey,” she said. “We all have
dreams. But it’s not often your
dreams become areality. And I al-
ways grew up with that notion, this
whole American dream concept,
that you can come tothe country —
and as a woman coming from Eng-
land, trust me, I never felt more
supported than I did when I
worked in the U.S. — and work my
way up through the system to be
now be the head coach of your na-
tional team.

“I will give absolutely every-
thingI've got to make sure I uphold
the traditions of of this team.”

Although next week’s training
camp will be her first in charge, she
said the transition from Chelsea to
the national team began months
ago with late nights watching
NWSL games from England and in
regular conversations with Twila
Kilgore, the U.S. team’s interim
coach.

“I feel like I’'ve been able to qui-
etly get to know the job without be-
ing in the job. And I think that’s
really helped,” Hayes said. “I've
been preparing. All the camp
preparation is done, all the ses-
sions are planned, the June sched-
ule is planned out in terms of our
meetings. So everybody is clear on
what’s going on.”

Hayes said she also plans on
meeting privately with every play-
er, giving them a chance to get to
know their new coach just as the
new coach will get to know them.

“I'want to build trust,” she said.
“Iwant to come from a place where
trust is the foundation. I want to
build a family in their environment
that everybody looks after each
other within that. And I recognize
the program’s history.

“I have admired so many things
that the players have done over the
years to advocate, not just for
themselves, but for the things and
causes that matter most. I don’t
want to change those things, but I
also want to make sure everybody
understands that everything we
do, wehave to ask ourselves, ‘Isthis
helping the team win?’ That’s what
my focus will be.”

A focus on getting the team
back to the kind of play that made
her father a fan, which won’t be
easy, Hayes concedes. Not only has
the U.S. gone 12 years without an
Olympic title, but it also bowed out
of last summer’s World Cup in the
round of 16, its earliest exit in a ma-
jorworld championship

“What we saw last summer is
how that gap has been closed,”
Hayes said. “Sometimes you need
something like that as a reminder
that what got you here won’t get
you there. It’s an opportunity now
to to evolve. In world football, espe-
cially in Europe, there’s a lot of in-
vestment. Teams are at a certain
level now that they weren’t four
years ago.

“I'm never going to tell anyone
to not dream about winning. So go
for it,” she added. “But we have to
go step by step. If we can perform at
our best level, then we have a
chance of doing things. But we’ve
got work to do.”

NCAA, conferences
agree to settlement

WIRE REPORTS

The NCAA and the nation’s five
biggest conferences have agreed to
pay nearly $2.8 billion to settle a
host of antitrust claims,a monu-
mental decision that sets the stage
for a groundbreaking revenue-
sharing model that could start di-
recting millions of dollars directly
to athletes as soon as the 2025 fall
semester.

The Pac-12 became the final
conference to sign off on the pro-
posal Thursday when its university
leaders voted to approve, accord-
ing to a person with direct knowl-
edge ofthe results.

The Southeastern Conference
presidents and chancellors unani-
mously approved the deal earlier
Thursday, another person with
knowledge of that decision told the
Associated Press.

Under terms of the proposed
settlement, the NCAA would pay
$2.77 billion over 10 years to former
and current college athletes who
were denied by now-defunct rules
the ability to earn money from en-
dorsement and sponsorship deals
dating to 2016. The NCAA and con-
ferences also would agree to estab-
lish arevenue-sharing system, with
schools allowed — though not re-
quired — to spend about $21 mil-
lion each year on their athletes.
That number could grow over time
ifrevenue increases.

ETC.
Report: B-sample of
Garcia tests positive

Ryan Garcia’s B-sample tested
positive for a banned substance,
ESPN reported, but the boxer’s le-
galteam and promoter pointedtoa
negative hair sample as proof he
had not violated rules.

Garcia, who Kknocked down
Devin Haney three times in New
York on his way to a majority-deci-
sionvictory April 20, also had his A-
sample come back positive for Os-
tarine on May 1.

Garcia’s attorneys said in a
statement that Garcia submitted
the hair sample after the original
positive test. They also pointed to
the results of the first test, saying
the samples were at “ultra-low lev-

els” that were “in the billionth of a

gram range” as evidence Garcia
was not guilty of taking perform-
ance-enhancing drugs.

Toronto was awarded the WN-
BA’s first franchise outside of the
United States, with the expansion
team set to begin play in 2026.

Zack Wheeler pitched seven in-
nings to help Philadelphia com-
plete a three-game sweep of World
Series champion Texas with a 5-2
win, the Phillies’ seventh series
sweep. ... Tyler Soderstrom drew a
bases-loaded walk to cap a five-run
11th inning, and Oakland stunned
Colorado 10-9. ... Luis Gil gave up
one hit in 6Y; innings, and the New
York Yankees beat Seattle 5-0 to
split their four-game series, one
day after Juan Soto homered twice
ina7-3win. ... Matt Chapman hom-
ered for the third straight game, a
three-run drive during an eighth-
inning rally, and San Francisco
spoiled another solid start by
Pittsburgh rookie Paul Skenes to
surge to a 7-6 win, one day after the
Giants rallied from a five-run defi-
cit for a10-inning win. ... In Wednes-
day’s other late games, Max Fried
retired his first 15 battersinathree-
hitter, Atlanta to a 9-2 victory over
the Chicago Cubs. ... Miami will
host the World Baseball Classic ti-
tle game again in March 2026.

The police officer who arrested
Scottie Scheffler outside the PGA
Championship is receiving “cor-
rective action” for not having his
body-worn camera activated when
he approached the top-ranked
golfer’s vehicle, an interaction that
police said resulted in the officer
being dragged to the ground. ...
Kelly Xu went undefeated in
match play for the second straight
year, and No. 1 Stanford followed
her lead Wednesday, beating
UCLA in the title match for its sec-
ond NCAA women’s golf champi-
onship in three years.

Rafael Nadal is in the French
Openfield after all, and the 14-time
champion is set up for a challeng-
ing first-round matchup with Al-
exander Zverev. Jessica Pegula,
who hasn’t played since April be-
cause of an injury, withdrew.

The Czech Republic eliminated
the U.S at the ice hockey world
championship with a 1-0 win to
reach the semifinals.
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Sparks lean into positive fan experience

[Sparks, from B10]

need for increased capacity
as the reason for the move,
he said. Some renovations
in Crypto.com Arena were
postponed, Monjer said,
which was partly why some
games could return.

Ticket prices changed
accordingly — according to
Stubhub, the average price
of tickets sold when the
game was still at the Pyra-
mid was $253. After the
game changed venues, the
price dropped to $192.

Seeing the high demand,
Monjer still wanted to make
a positive first impression
onfans who could be attend-
ing their first WNBA game.
The team president, who
joined the Sparks in March
after helping build the Las
Vegas Aces into one of the
most recognizable WNBA
brands, capped the price for
tickets bought directly from
the team at $50 for the top
level.

“More fans in the build-
ing, better for the W, better
for the Sparks, better for
everybody,” she said.

Not content to just get in
the door, Carson Faulkner
bought one ticket near the
court for Friday’s marquee
game for $200. The 21-year-
old business student at
Saddleback  Community
College attended his first
Sparks game Tuesday,
watching the team hold off
the Washington Mysticsina
two-point victory. His favor-
ite player, Cameron Brink,
made the game-clinching
defensive stop.

Faulkner, wearing
Brink’s gold Sparks jersey
backward so her last name
and No. 22 was across his
chest, first heard about the
6-foot-4 forward while
watching Golden State War-
riors games, when announc-
ers mentioned that NBA
superstar Stephen Curry —
Faulkner’s idol — was
Brink’s godbrother. He then
started following Brink’s ca-
reer at Stanford, where she
led the Cardinal to the 2021
national championship, was
named an All-American
three times and won two na-
tional defensive player ofthe
year awards.

When he saw the Sparks
had the second pick, the Or-
ange County native knew
the opportunity was perfect
for his local team to grab his
favorite player.

“Now I'm going to be a
Sparks fan because of her,”
said Faulkner, who draped
his jersey over a railing at
the Pyramid for an auto-
graph as Brink walked off
the court after warmups.

The most anticipated
rookie class of the WNBA’s

JASON REDMOND Associated Press

CAITLIN CLARK of the Indiana Fever, left, will make her first Los Angeles appearance Friday night.

28-year history has brought
unprecedented interest in
theleague. The WNBA had a
14% increase in attendance
during the first week of the
regular season, according to
the Associated Press, and
boasted 10 sellouts along
with historic TV ratings. An
average 2.1 million viewers
tuned in to Clark’s debut
against the Connecticut Sun
that was the most-watched
WNBA game on ESPN.

The Sparks saw a 30% in-
crease in season ticket sales
compared to last year. The
team led the league in at-
tendance for three consecu-
tive seasons before the
COVID-19 pandemic, but
has struggled to recapture
the same enthusiasm as star
players bolted in free agency
during Derek Fisher’s failed
tenure as a general manager
and head coach.

In a front-office make-
over, the Sparks split the
head coach and general
manager positions in 2022,
signaling the franchise’s
willingness to keep up with
the fast-changing WNBA
landscape. Inhis first year at
the helm, coach Curt Miller
led the Sparks to a 17-23
record in front of an average
home crowd of 6,553, which
ranked seventh in the
WNBA.

“To me, the biggest hope
was when they hired this
particular coach,” said Su-
san Burden, a season ticket

holder of more than 20 years,
“because he’s a really good
coach and we seemed to
have been missing that.”

While she acknowledged
thatthe teamisinrebuilding
mode, Burden was eager to
follow the process as she at-
tended both games in Long
Beach. Attendance for the
two games at the Pyramid
reached 93% capacity.

Attention on the WNBA
is at an all-time high, but the
league wants to make sure
it’s not fleeting. The process
is similar to a funnel; the top
is larger than it has ever
been, said Ceyda Mumecu,
chair of sport management
department at the Uni-
versity of New Haven. But
league executives will want
to keep those fans moving
down the funnel, where they
could learn about more play-
ers and become repeat and
reliable fans.

“It is about retention,”
Mumcu said. “How do we
keep those folks, how do we
build that relationship, how
do we build that fandom.”

The Sparks’ plan to win
over fans is with a culture of
hospitality at games.

At Tuesday’s game, Mon-
jer was on the floor about 45
minutes before tipoff. She
likes to get out among the
fans early, get a sense of how
full the arena is, how quickly
entrance lines are flowing
outside the venue and
whether there are any

Despite
strides,
Cavaliers
cut coach

ASSOCIATED PRESS

J.B. Bickerstaff was fired
as Cleveland’s coach on
Thursday despite the Cava-
liers improving in each of his
four seasons and making it
to the second round of the
playoffs this year despite nu-
merous injuries.

His dismissal came one
week after the Cavaliers
were eliminated by Boston
in the Eastern Conference
semifinals while playing the
final two games without All-
Star guard Donovan Mitch-
ell or center Jarrett Allen.

The coaching change
could trigger a summer shift
for the Cavaliers, who are
hoping to sign Mitchell to a
long-term extension and
could make major moves.

“The NBA is a unique
business that sometimes re-
quires aggressive risk-tak-
ing to move a franchise for-
ward and ultimately com-
pete for championships,”
general manager Koby Alt-
man said in a statement.

Late playoff game

Luka Doncic scored 15 of
his 33 points in the fourth
quarter, and Dallas stole
home-court advantage from
Minnesota with a 108-105 vic-
tory in Game 1 of the West-
ern Conference finals on
Wednesday night.

“We made important
ones,” said Doncic, who was
selected to the All-NBA first
team and scored seven
straight points over 63 sec-
onds early in the fourth

ABBIE PARR Associated Press

KYRIE IRVING scored 24 of his 30 points in the first
half of Game 1 against Mike Conley and Minnesota.

quarter to fuel a 13-0 run by
Dallas for a 97-89 lead.

Minnesotarallied andled
102-98 after a three-pointer
by Anthony Edwards with
3:37 left, but Dallas an-
swered with an 8-0 run and
the Timberwolves didn’t
score again until a tip-in
with 10.5 seconds to go.

All-NBA teams

LeBron James isnow the
youngest — and oldest —
player to make an All-NBA
team, voted a third-team se-
lection. Lakers teammate
Anthony Davis was a sec-
ond-team selection with the
Clippers’ Kawhi Leonard.

Denver’s Nikola Jokic
and OKklahoma City’s Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander were
the only unanimous first-
team selections, joined by
Doncic, Milwaukee’s Gian-
nis Antetokounmpo and
Boston’s Jayson Tatum.

NBA PLAYOFF
SCHEDULE

WESTERN CONFERENCE
FINALS

5 Dallas vs. 3 Minnesota
Mavericks lead, 1-0

Gm 1 | Dallas 108, Minnesota 105
Gm 2 | Fri. at Minnesota, 5:30, TNT
Gm 3 | Sunday at Dallas, 5, TNT

Gm 4 | Tuesday at Dallas, 5:30, TNT
Gm 5 | Thursday at Minn., 5:30, TNT*
Gm 6 | June 1at Dallas, 5:30, TNT*
Gm 7 | June 3 at Minn., 5:30, TNT*

EASTERN CONFERENCE
FINALS

1Boston vs. 6 Indiana
Celtics lead, 1-0

Gm 1 | Boston 133, Indiana 128 (OT)
Gm 2 | at Boston, late

Gm 3 | Sat. at Indiana, 5:30, Ch. 7
Gm 4 | Monday at Indiana, 5, ESPN
Gm 5 | Wed. at Boston, 5, ESPN*
Gm 6 | May 31 at Indiana, 5, ESPN*
Gm 7 | June 2 at Boston, 5, ESPN*

*if necessary | Times PDT, p.m.

bottlenecks. She paused
near the courtside seats,
picking up and re-straight-
ening several neon green
rally towels that had fallen
off the chairs.

“Whether it’s your first
game or your 100th game, we
want towowyou every time,”
she said during an earlier in-
terview. “Those small details
are in everything we do.”

But even the best efforts
at hospitality sometimes fall
flat. When the Sparks moved
the Fever game back to
Crypto.com Arena, it cre-
ated headaches for fans who
had already planned on at-
tending the game in Long
Beach.

Some fans complained
that their reassigned seats
in Crypto.com Arena were
farther away than the ones
they’d purchased for Long
Beach. Monjer said seat mis-
alignments typically hap-
pened when fans bought
tickets on the secondary
market and that all fans who
purchased their tickets from
the Sparks were “taken care
of,” though she has still re-
sponded to every email
about concerns.

“At the end ofthe day,you
want to do what’s right for
the team, right for the fran-
chise and also for your fans,”
she said.

Still wanting to maintain
a connection with the Long
Beach community, Monjer’s
business team was mindful

in keeping some games at
the Pyramid. Long Beach
resident Jessie = Comer
couldn’t resist the opportu-
nity to see the team in his
backyard.

He and his 12-year-old
daughter, Maiya, were the
first fans seated at the Pyra-
mid before Tuesday’s game.
Wanting to pick up a sport,
Maiya started playing
basketball two years ago on
a whim. On the hardwood,
the soccer-playing dual-
sport athleteisahard-nosed
center who prides herself on
defense like her favorite
Sparks players Brink and
Zia Cooke. When her father
encouraged her to shoot
some extra free throws, she
used to say she was tired.
Lately, she’s been more ea-
ger to get on the court.

“Now she wants to get out
there because she sees these
girls playing,” said Comer,
who attended both of the
games at the Pyramid. “It
kind of motivates her.”

The Sparks have made a
concerted effort to push
their players into the public
eye. Since getting drafted
second and fourth overall,
respectively, rookies Brink
and Rickea Jackson have ap-
peared on SportsCenter,
rubbed elbows with Lakers
greats in a suite at a Lakers
playoff game and sat court-
side with Sparks teammates
Dearica Hamby and Kia
Nurse at a Clippers playoff

game. The night before
Brink and Jackson played
career-bests in minutes to
help the Sparks hold off the
Mystics, they threw out the
first pitch at the Dodgers
game.

“The L.A. fans are the
best,” Brink said, “so just
hoping to bring some of
them to Crypto for our next
game.”

Monjer credited Sparks
director of public relations
and communications Lau-
ren Douglas with increased
public appearances. Grow-
ing the team’s influence in
the community is at the top
of everyone’s mind in the or-
ganization, from the front
office to the bench, where
Miller has marveled at the
way Brink and Jackson have
balanced the transition to
WNBA play while also han-
dling their off-court oppor-
tunities with enthusiasm.

“They’re going to go rep-
resent us, which is so impor-
tant to build our brand back
up to what has been a long
time: a championship
[team] and the gold star for
our league for so long,”
Miller said Tuesday. “Those
two are going to help bring
that gold star back, that
people are going to want to
playinL.A., people are going
to see what the Sparks are
going to be again.”

Despite being in their
new era, the Sparks are ne-
ver too far from their old
glory days. The team is one
of just three original WNBA
franchises remaining. As
the franchise welcomes the
wave of new fans, Monjer
also wants to honor those
who have stuck around
through the back-to-back
championships in 2001 and
2002, the arrival of Candace
Parker and the former most
valuable player’s departure,
leaving the team in its cur-
rent rebuild.

Being there for every up
and down has been a thrill
for Susan Burden and Jen-
nifer Scott. They’ve already
loyally supported the team
with season tickets for more
than 20 years, but seeing the
WNBA “take ajump up” this
season hasbeen “really won-
derful to see,” Burden said.

Even when Parker and
former point guard Chelsea
Gray bolted during free
agency in 2021, Burden and
Scott never wavered. After a
particularly lean year, when
the Sparks reached out
about season ticket renew-
als during the spring, maybe
the longtime fans jokingly
wondered if they really
wanted to sign up again.

“Now,” Burden said,
“we’re really lucky that we
bought ticketslast spring.”

NHL NOTES

Kings not changing identity

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jim Hiller is sticking to
the hard-nosed, defense-
first philosophy that got the
Kings to the first round of
the playoffs — and no fur-
ther — in each of the last
three seasons.

General manager Rob
Blake introduced Hiller as
the Kings’ permanent coach
Thursday, retaining the for-
mer assistant who took over
for the fired Todd McLellan
in February and led the
Kings to their third consecu-
tive third-place finish in the
Pacific Division and third
straight early playoff exit.

“Where Jim always
seemed to come to the top
was in the aspect that we’'ve
had time together,” Blake
said. “We’ve seen him work ...
[and we’re] very comfort-
able, very confident in Jim’s
approach to challenges. His
presence in front of the
group is very important to
us. The way he can com-
mand the room and drive
home the point that we
make, the direction we want
to go together, confident he
candrive that home.”

With Blake and Hiller re-
turning after weeks of specu-
lation about their futures,
the Kings’ playoff struggles
clearly won’t lead to areboot
orarebuild. They were elimi-
nated by Edmonton for the
third time in as many years,
this time in five games.

The GM and his first-
time coach remain commit-
ted to the style they’ve em-
braced with their 1-3-1 neu-
tral zone trap. The system
has made the Kings a night-
mare to face, but their play-
ers sometimes chafe at the
regimented strategy — and
even Hiller acknowledges it
hinders the Kings’ offensive
production.

“We’ve started the proc-

NHL PLAYOFF
SCHEDULE

WESTERN CONFERENCE
FINALS

1C Dallas vs. 2P Edmonton

Gm 1
Gm 2
Gm 3
Gm4
Gm 5
Gm 6
Gm7

at Dallas, late

Saturday at Dallas, 5
Monday at Edmonton, 5:30
Wed. at Edmonton, 5:30
May 31 at Dallas, TBD*
June 2 at Edmonton, TBD*
June 4 at Dallas, TBD*

All games on TNT

EASTERN CONFERENCE
FINALS

1M N.Y. Rangers vs. 1A Florida
Panthers lead, 1-0

Gm 1 | Florida 3, New York O

Gm 2 | Friday at New York, 5, ESPN
Gm 3 | Sun. at Florida, noon, Ch. 7
Gm 4 | Tuesday at Florida, 5, ESPN
Gm 5 | Thursday at N.Y., 5, ESPN*
Gm 6 | June 1 at Florida, 5, Ch. 7*
Gm 7 | June 3 at New York, 5, ESPN*

*-if necessary | Times PDT, p.m.

ess of looking at everything
about our game,” Hiller said.
“We are a top defensive team
in the National Hockey
League. Have been for some
years now. The identity of
the L.A. Kings is a checking
team that’s difficult to play
against. We feel we have to
find some areas where we
can create more offense, but
not at the expense of what
our identity is, and what
we’ve taken some time to
create.”

Only two teams gave up
fewer goals than the Kings
(210) this season, but they
were squarely in the middle
of the pack on offensive pro-
duction despite aroster with
expensive, top-end talent.

“There’s teams that are
playing in the NHL [confer-
ence] finals right now that
playal-3-, andthere’steams
that don’t,” Hiller said. “The
common theme is they play
good defense. They check. It
doesn’t necessarily matter

what the system is. You've
got to check within that sys-
tem.”

That’s important, be-
cause the Kings appeartobe
stuckin arut: They’velost to
Edmonton in three consecu-
tive first-round series after
finishing the season with to-
tals of 99, 104 and 99 points.
They’ve stayed in this spot
despite spending big money
to add high-scoring for-
wards Kevin Fiala — who
has 145 points in two strong
seasons — and Pierre-Luc
Dubois, who managed only
40 points in his dismal debut
after signing a long-term
contract last summer.

Hiller got a three-year
deal with incentives that
could trigger a fourth sea-
son, Blake confirmed with-
out giving specifics. D.J.
Smith will stay on Hiller’s
staff after being hired as an
assistant in February, and
the Kings will hire a new as-
sistant coach to focus on the
power play, filling Hiller’s
role under McLellan.

Late playoff game

Sergei Bobrovsky had 23
saves for his first shutout of
the postseason, and Florida
beat the New York Rangers
3-0 on Wednesday night in
Game 1 of the Eastern Con-
ference finals.

Also

Dallas center Roope
Hintz was out of the lineup
for the Western Conference
finals opener Thursday
night against against Ed-
monton, which was without
forward Adam Henrique. ...
Colorado captain Gabriel
Landeskog plans to return
next season after missing
two years because of a knee
injury. ... Rick Tocchet was
coach of the year after guid-
ing Pacific Division champi-
on Vancouver to its second
playoff berth in nine years.
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BASEBALL : WEDNESDAY FLASHBACK

STANDINGS

Through Wednesday

NATIONAL LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
DODGERS 33 19 .635 - 64
San Diego 26 26 500 7 55
Arizona 24 26 480 8 64
San Francisco 24 26 480 8 73
Colorado 16 32 333 15 64
Central W L Pct. GB LI10
Milwaukee 28 21 571 - 46
Chicago 27 23 540 1% 46
St. Louis 23 26 469 5 82
Pittsburgh 23 27 460 5% 55
Cincinnati 20 29 408 8 @ 3-7
East W L Pct. GB LI0
Philadelphia 36 14 .720 - 82
Atlanta 28 18 .609 6 46
Washington 21 27 438 14 28
New York 21 28 429 14% 28
Miami 17 34 333 19% 7-3
AMERICAN LEAGUE

West W L Pct. GB LI10
Seattle 27 23 .540 - 64
Texas 24 26 480 3 28
Houston 22 28 440 5 73
ANGELS 20 30 400 7 55
Oakland 20 31 392 7% 19
Central W L Pct. GB LI10
Cleveland 33 17 .660 - 91
Kansas City 32 19 627 1% 82
Minnesota 26 23 531 6% 37
Detroit 23 26 469 9% 37
Chicago 15 35 300 18  3-7
East W L Pct. GB LI10
New York 34 17 .667 - 82
Baltimore 29 18 .617 3 46
Boston 26 24 520 7% 55
Tampa Bay 25 26 .490 9 5-5
Toronto 22 26 .458 10% 55

Today’s games

Dodgers at Cincinnati ........ccoccevviiinenns 4 p.m.
Angels vs. Cleveland ..
Atlanta at Pittsburgh ..
Toronto at Detroit .........ccccevvevevieinnns
Seattle at Washington
Kansas City at Tampa Bay ...
Milwaukee at Boston
San Francisco at New York (NL) ..
Baltimore at Chicago (AL)
Texas at Minnesota
Chicago (NL) at St. Louis ..
Philadelphia at Colorado ..................
Houston at Oakland ..
Miami at Arizona

New York (AL) at San Diego ..............

Diamondbacks have Dodgers’ number

L.A. drops series in a 6-0
loss to Arizona after going
hitless in eight at-bats with
runners in scoring position.

By MIKE DiGIOVANNA

Leadoff man Corbin Carroll
driving balls into the gap and rac-
ing around the bases. Slugger
Christian Walker crushing home
runs into the left-field seats. Sec-
ond baseman Ketel Marte deliv-
ering big hits and starting rally-
killing double plays. A no-name
pitcher shutting down their high-
powered offense.

If this had a familiar ring to the
Dodgers and a crowd of 46,593 in
Chavez Ravine on Wednesday
night, it was because it was all too
familiar, the Arizona Diamond-
backs cruising to a 6-0 victory to
win two of three games in a series
that wasreminiscent of their three-
game sweep of the Dodgers in last
year’s National League Division
Series.

Carroll keyed a three-run fifth
inning with a two-run triple that
helped send Dodgers ace Tyler
Glasnow to his second straight
loss; Walker did his usual Dodgers
damage with a solo homer in the
sixth and a double in the eighth;
and Marte started a quirky and
timely double play to help extricate
the Diamondbacks from a two-on,
no-out jamin the sixth.

And it was bulk reliever Ryne
Nelson who reprised the role of
Brandon Pfaadt from Game 3 of
that division series, the 26-year-old
right-hander entering the day with
a2-3record and 7.06 earned-run av-
erage in seven starts but blanking
the Dodgersonfive hits overfivein-
nings, striking out five and walking
three.

The Dodgers, at the end of a 13-
day, 13-game stretch in which they
went 7-6, went hitless in eight at-
bats with runners in scoring posi-
tion andlost theirfirst regular-sea-
son home series to Arizona since
April 13-15, 2018, a span of 13 series.
It was Arizona’s first shutout in
Chavez Ravine since a 13-0 win on
Sept. 4, 2017.

The Diamondbacks, with some
key players hurt and others under-
achieving, still were two games
under .500 (24-26) and eight games
behind the Dodgers in the NL. West
after the win.

But asthey showed during their
surprising World Series run last
October and again this week in Los
Angeles, they could present prob-
lems for the Dodgers.

“Oh, yeah. I think we know
that,” Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts said, when asked if Arizo-
nawas better than itsrecord might
indicate. “It seems like everyone
around the league is going through
a lot of injuries — certainly those
guys with their starting pitching.

“But their bullpen has been
really good, they took good at-bats
against us and they got big hits
when they needed to. We know how
good of a ballclub they are. They
certainly play us very well.”

Glasnow was dominant for four
scoreless innings in which he gave
up two singles, struck out six,
walked none and induced 14 swing-
ing strikes, but the Diamondbacks
snapped the scoreless tie with
three runsin the fifth.

Gabriel Moreno drew a one-out
walk. No. 9 hitter Kevin Newman
grounded a single to center field to
advance Moreno to third, and New-
man took second on the throw.

Carroll, the 2023 NL rookie of
the year who is off to a brutal start
—he entered Wednesday with a 191

WALY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times
TYLER GLASNOW, who pitched a scoreless first four innings,
reacts to giving up a two-run triple to Corbin Carroll in the fifth.

average, two homers and 4 RBIs —
drove a hanging l-and-2 curveball
from Glasnow into the right-cen-
ter-field gap for a two-run triple
and a 2-0 lead. He then scored on a
wild pitch.

“I thought the stuff was really
good early and through that fourth
inning,” Roberts said of Glasnow,
who gave up three runs and four
hits in five innings, striking out six
and walking one, to fall to 6-3 with a
3.09 ERA.

“He was getting the swing and
miss. The command was good. The
breaking ball was good. The slider
was good. And then in that fifth in-
ning, it seemed like he just couldn’t
find his mechanics and lost his
command. ... He got Carroll into a
leverage count and hungthe break-
ingball.”

The Dodgers had a similar
threat inthe top of the fourth when
Teoscar Herndndez walked and
Gavin Lux laced a double to right
to put runners on second and third
with one out. But Nelson struck
out Andy Pages on three pitches
and got Jason Heyward to ground
out to first.

The Dodgers failed to score
again after putting two on with no
outs in the fifth when Shohei
Ohtani hit a mile-high fly ball to
center field, Freddie Freeman
struck out on a 96-mph fastball
from Nelson, and Will Smith flied
to the wall in right.

“We had a couple of situational

opportunities that we didn’t cash
in on, even after we saw [Nelson] a
couple of times,” Roberts said. “In
those situations, he went after us
with the fastball, and we couldn’t
catchup toit. Just really uncharac-
teristic of us.”

The Diamondbacks pushed the
lead to 4-0 in the sixth when Walker
crushed a 417-foot homer to left-
center off reliever Elieser Hernan-
dez, giving the first baseman 22 ho-
mers in 87 games against the Dod-
gers, 14 of them in Chavez Ravine.

“He’s one of my favorite players
to watch,” Roberts said of Walker.
“He plays the game the right way.
He uses the whole field. He doesn’t
give away pitches. He’s a Gold
Glover on defense. He runs the
bases. He’s one of the guys I really
respect as a ballplayer. You just
don’t like it when he’s in the bat-
ter’s box, for sure.”

The Dodgers had one final
chance to make a game of it in the
sixth when Teoscar Hernandez
singled to right and Lux singled to
left, putting two on with no outs.
Pages followed with a jam-shot
flare over the mound that Marte
alertly let drop near second, then
fielded the ball, stepped on the bag
for the force out and started a run-
down that ended with Herndndez
being tagged out between second
and third for a double play. Hey-
ward flied out to the warning track
inleft to end the inning.

“There was really nothing our
baserunners could have done,”
Roberts said. “We had a chance to
kind of build an inning, and then
Andy gets sawed off, Ketel made a
heady play and just Killed the rally
right there.”

Arizona scored twice off reliever
Ryan Yarbrough in the eighth
when Marte led off with a homer off
the left-field foul pole and Walker
doubled and later scored on a
passed ball.

Short hops

James Paxton and Walker
Buehler will start the first two
games of a three-game series at
Cincinnati beginning Friday night,
and Yoshinobu Yamamoto will
start Sunday’s series finale, mark-
ing the fourth time the right-
hander will pitch on five days’ rest.

ARIZONA 6, DODGERS 0

ANGELS 2, HOUSTON 1

MINNESOTA 3, WASHINGTON 2

CLEVELAND 6, N.Y. METS 3

ST. LOUIS 5, BALTIMORE 4

Arizona AB R H Bl Avg. Dodgers AB R H BI Avg.
Carroll cf 511 2.191 Bettsss 301 0.330
Marte 2b 512 1.291 Ohtanidh 401 0.354
Pedersondh 300 0.313 Freeman1b 400 0.286
a-Alex dh 200 0.247 W.Smithc 300 0.301
Walker 1b 422 1.257 b-Vargas If 100 0.143
Gurriel If 401 0.242 THeman If 101 0.246
Grichuk rf 401 0.288 cTaylor3b 100 0.097
McCarthyrf 000 0.282 Lux2b 402 0.212
Suarez 3b 300 0.215 Pagescf 400 0.240
Moreno ¢ 311 0.233 Heyward rf 400 0.179
Newmanss 411 0.276 KHemén3b 301 0.214
Totals 3769 4 Barnes ¢ 000 0.189
Totals 3206 0
Arizona 000 031 020-6 9 0
Dodgers 000 000 000 -0 6 1

a-grounded out for Pederson in 8th. b-struck out for W.Smith in 8th.
c-grounded out for T.Herndndez in 8th.

Walks—Arizona 2: Sudrez 1, Moreno 1. Dodgers 3: Betts 1, T.Hernandez 2.
Strikeouts—Arizona 8: Carroll 1, Marte 1, Pederson 1, Alexander 1, Gurriel 1,
Sudrez 1, Moreno 2. Dodgers 9: Betts 1, Freeman 2, W.Smith 1, Vargas 1, Lux 1,
Pages 2, Heyward 1. E—Betts (7). LOB—Arizona 6, Dodgers 8. 2B—Walker
(6), Betts (12), Lux (4). 3B—Carroll (3). HR—Walker (10), off E.Hernandez;
Marte (10), off Yarbrough. RBIs—Carroll 2 (16), Walker (32), Marte (27).
Runners left in scoring position—Arizona 3 (Pederson, Newman 2);
Dodgers 4 (W.Smith, Heyward 2, Freeman). RISP—Arizona 3 for 6; Dodgers 0
for 8. Runners moved up—Ohtani 2. GIDP—Pages. DP—Arizona 1
(Newman, Sudrez, Marte, Moreno, Marte).
Arizona P RER BB SO NP ERA
Hughes ) 0 8 10.80
Nelson, W, 3-3...

86 6.03
11 0.64

H
10 0
5500 3 5
1000 0 1
000 0 0 1 419
1000 0 2 13 4.66
.1 000 0 1 11 4.05
Dodgers IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Glasnow, L, 6-3. 5433 1 6 95 3.09
E.Herndndez . LA 111 0 1 16 6.23
Yarbrough.. W% 422 10 31 312
Banda... .1 000 0 1 9 0.00
1

=

Inherited runners- scored—NeIson artinez 1-0. WP—Glasnow.
PB_W.Smith (2).
U— Chad Fairchild, Paul Clemons, Carlos Torres, Ryan Wills. T—2:40.

Tickets sold—46,593 (56,000).

0,

ATLANTA 9, CHICAGO CUBS 2
Atlanta AB R H BI Avg Chicago AB R H BI Avg.
Acunia rf 4100.2 Hoerner2b 300 0.262
Albies 2b 4011 .268 Vézquezss 100 0.000
Ozuna dh 411 3.324 Suzukirf 400 0.242
Olson 1b 512 1.228 Bellingercf 400 0.248
d'Armaudc 400 0.254 Morel dh 300 0.209
Arcia ss 411 0.247 Wis1b-3b 300 0.256
Harris cf 422 0.255 Swansonss 311 0.221
Duvall If 321 2.208 Busch 1b 000 0.242
Short 3b 411 1.214 Happlf 312 0.216
Totals 3699 8 Madr3b-2b 300 0.213
Amaya ¢ 300 1.182
Totals 30231
Atlanta 002 000 610-9 9 1
Chicago 000 001 010 -2 3 1

Walks—Atlanta 2: Acufia 1, Ozuna 1. Strikeouts—Atlanta 10: Acufia 1,
Albies 1, Ozuna 1, Olson 2, d’Amaud 2, Arcia 2, Short 1. Chicago 9: Vazquez 1,
Suzuki 2, Bellinger 1, Morel 1, Wisdom 1, Swanson 1, Happ 1, Madrigal 1.
E—Short (2), Madrigal (1). LOB—Atlanta 4, Chicago 1. 2B—Arcia (14), Harris
(7), Happ (9). HR—Duvall (3), off Steele; Ozuna (15), off Cuas; Olson (7), off
Cuas. RBIs—Duvall 2 (10), Short (3), Albies (22), Ozuna 3 (46), Olson (26),
Amaya (13). SF—Albies. Runners left in scoring position—Atlanta 3
(Short, d’Amaud, Acufia); Chicago 1 (Amaya). RISP—Atlanta 2 for 7; Chicago 1

for 5. Runners moved up—Harns Amag
R BB SO

Atlanta NP ERA

Fried, W, 4-2. 9 3 21 0 9 105 3.38
Chicago IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Steele, L, 0-2 .64 6 55 1 5 93 5.68
Cuas W% 3 4 3 12 43 743

Hodge 10 0.00

Inherited  runners-: scored—Cuas 2-2. HBP-Steele (Duvall).
WP—Fried(2), Cuas. U— Gabe Morales, Ryan Additon, Brian Knight, Chris
Guccione. T—2:08. Tickets sold—37,584 (41,363).

BOSTON 8, TAMPA BAY 5
Boston AB R H BI Avg. Tampa Bay AB R H BI Avg.
Duran If 511 1.270 Diaz 1b 511 2.255
Abreu rf 412 2.275 Jlowe cf 100 0.240
Wong ¢ 511 2.344 aDelucacf 401 1.260
Devers 3b 410 0.277 Arozarenalf 401 0.162
Refsnyderdh 4 0 2 1.344 B.lowe 2b 400 0.132
Smith 1b 301 1.190 Paredes3b 310 0.308
Hamiltonss 310 0.231 Aandadh 311 0.231
Grissom2b 310 0.136 Caballeross 412 2.263
Rafaela cf 421 1.198 Palaciosrf 312 0.260
Totals 3588 8 Rortvedtc 300 0.264
Totals 34585
Boston 000 053 000-8 8 0
Tampa Bay 030 000 101 -5 8 1

a-grounded out for J.Lowe in 2nd.

Walks—Boston 4: Abreu 1, Devers 1, Smith 1, Hamilton 1. Tampa Bay 6:
Arozarena 1, B.lowe 1, Paredes 1, Aranda 1, Palacios 1, Rortvedt 1.
Strikeouts—Boston 8: Duran 1, Wong 1, Devers 1, Smith 1, Hamilton 2,
Grissom 1, Rafaela 1. Tampa Bay 8: J.Lowe 1, Arozarena 2, B.Lowe 1, Aranda 2,
Caballero 1, Rortvedt 1. E-Dfaz (4). LOB—Boston 5, Tampa Bay 8.
2B—Duran (14), Aranda (1). HR—Abreu (5), off K.Kelly; Diaz (4), off Z.Kelly.
RBIs—Rafaela (26), Wong 2 (18), Refsnyder (11), Smith (10), Duran (21),
Abreu 2 (20), Caballero 2 (16), Diaz 2 (25), DeLuca (13). SB—Caballero (18).
Runners left in scoring position—Boston 2 (Rafaela, Hamilton); Tampa
Bay 4 (DeLuca, B.Lowe, Rortvedt 2). RISP—Boston 6 for 12; Tampa Bay 2 for
11. Runners moved up—Rortvedt, Diaz 2. GIDP—Refsnyder, Paredes.
DP—Boston 1 (Grissom, Smith); Tampa Ba&l gCabaIIero, B.Lowe, Dfaz).

t 1 R E SO NP ERA

Boston P H B
Bello, W, 5-2. .6 433 4 6 94 4.04
111 10 14 371
%100 0 1 13 221
. L2211 0101 33 1.98
Tampa Bay IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
i .42 33 43 66 3.98
Lovelady, L, %222 0 1 20 10.80
K.Kelly .. L% 432 0 1 25 3.98
Maton... 1000 0 2 11 482
Armstrong. 1000 0 O 8 4.03
Fairbanks . .1 000 0 1 11 525

Angels AB R H BI Avg. Houston AB R H BI Avg.
Schanuel 1b 4 0 1 0.244 Altuve 2b 400 0.291
Rengifo3b 300 0.308 KTucker rf 300 0.288
Ward If 400 0.271 Aharez dh 401 0.265
Calhoundh 400 0.311 Bregman3b 400 0.209
Adell rf 400 0.234 Pedass 401 0.326
Thaiss ¢ 300 0.184 Singleton1b 400 0.221
Neto ss 200 0.249 Meyers cf 311 0.302
Guillorme 2b 1 0 1 0.321 Dubdn If 302 1.311
Moniak cf 210 0.185 Caratinic 301 0.254
Paris 2b-ss 211 2.138 Totals 3216 1
Totals 2923 2

Angels 000 020 000-2 3 1
Houston 000 010 000 -1 6 0

Walks—Angels 4: Rengifo 1, Thaiss 1, Moniak 1, Paris 1. Houston 2:
K-Tucker 1, Meyers 1. Strikeouts—Angels 5: Rengifo 1, Calhoun 1, Adell 2,
Neto 1. Houston 6: Alvarez 2, Pefia 1, Singleton 3. E-Ward (1). LOB—Angels
4, Houston 6. 2B—Alvarez (9), Caratini (5), Pefia (9), Dubdn (8). HR—Paris
(1), off Brown; Pefia (5), off Anderson. RBIs—Paris 2 (5), Dubdn (20).
Runners left in scoring position—Angels 1 (Ward); Houston 5 (Caratini,
Bregman 2, Singleton, K.Tucker). RISP—Angels 0 for 2; Houston 0 for 6.
Runners moved up—Alvarez. GIDP—Ward. DP—Houston 1 (Altuve,

Minnesota AB R H Bl Avg. Washington AB R H Bl Avg.
Julien 2b 300 0.204 Abrams ss 400 0.257
c-Farmer2b 100 0.169 Rosario rf 300 0.180
Lamach If 401 0.272 d-Senzel3b 100 0.196
Margot If 000 0.198 Winkerlf+f 200 0.226
Correa ss 411 1.268 Menesesdh 412 1.234
Kepler rf 422 1311 Garcia2b 412 0.280
Jeffers ¢ 401 1.255 1-Nuiiez 000 0.000
Buxtondh 401 0.257 Vargas3b-f 302 0.313
Castro cf 300 0.262 Gallo 1b 400 0.126
Kirilloff b~ 201 0.203 Adamsc 201 0.239
a-Santalb 200 0.207 b-Ruizc 200 1.157
Miranda3b 30 0 0.269 Young cf 200 0.275
Totals 34373 Totals 3127 2

Minnesota 010 001 001-3 7 0

000 000 101-2 70

a-lined out for Kirilloff in 7th. b-grounded out for Adams in 7th. c-pinch hit
for Julien in 8th. dgrounded out for Rosario in 8th. 1-ran for Garcfa in 9th.

Walks— 1: Winker 1. Strikeouts—Minnesota 9: Julien 1,
Farmer 1, Kepler 1, Jeffers 1, Buxton 2, Castro 2, Miranda 1. Washington 6:
Abrams 1, Rosario 1, Winker 2, Gallo 2. LOB—Minnesota 5, Washington 6.
2B—Kepler (12), Vargas (10). HR—Kepler (4), off Ivin; Correa (4), off Irvin;

Smgleton) Meneses (2), off Duran. RBIs—Kepler (18), Correa (13), Jeffers (32), Ruiz (8),
Angels H RER BB SO NP ERA Meneses (24). SB—Jeffers (2). CS—Winker (1). S=Young, Vargas. Runners
Anderson, W, 5-4. 611 2 4 95 252 left in scoring position—Minnesota 3 (Jeffers, Miranda, Santana);
Garcia, S, 3-5. 1000 0 2 12506 | washington 4 (Young, Rosario,GalIo,Ruizg.
Houston H RER BB SO NP ERA Minnesota IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Brown, L, 1-5.. 222 3 3 96 7.06 Woods Richardson.....4% 3 0 0 1 1 77 257
100 0 0 14 5.62 Okert, W, 1-0..... 000 0 2 14 345
000 1 0 16 222 Funderburk, H, 4 %211 0 1 14 532
1000 0 2 8 328 Jax, H, 7... 000 0 O 6 2.66
Umpires—Home, Edwm Jimenez T—2:18. Tickets sold—30,599 Thielbar, H, 4 000 0 1 15 5.56
(#1,000). Duran, §, 4-4 211 0 1 16 466
Washington H RER BB SO NP ERA
PHILADELPHIA 11, TEXAS 4 'G";‘r"c'laL'zs" 8 g g 8 ‘15 fg gzg
Harvey .. 211 0 2 30 262
;?;isen 2 Ag 2 T B(; 2"6% glciliwlv?/;ardh Ag '1”(; B(; ngES Inherlted runners-scored—lax 21, Garcia 2-0. HBP—Woods
Seager ss 3121283 Reamc 5 22 3084 Richardson (Winker), Irvin (Castro). WP—Harvey.
Lowe 1b 400 0.262 Harperlb 4 11 1.280
Garcia dh 401 0.251 Bohm3b 5 11 2.330 TORONTO 9, CHICAGO WHITE SOX 2
Smith 3b 202 2.286 Stott2b 4 01 0.273
Heim ¢ 400 0.265 Castellf 2 30 0.200 i
Gl 200 0200 wastit 4 12 120 | g MRTOR AR G, AT 00 O
aGrosslf 100 0.059 Sosass 4 11 3.203 lopez2b 412 0223 Vasholf 32 1 2212
Hill f 400 0.286 Rojascf 4 10 0.219 Sheetstb 301 0.245 Guerrlb 42 1 1.279
Taverascf 411 1.239 Totals 3411 8 10 Delongss 300 1.243 Bichettess 41 2 3.233
Totals 3247 4 Benintendilf 400 0.186 Clement3b 10 0 0.247
Texas 110 010 100 — 4 7 4 Fletcher cf 400 0.190 Turner dh 11 0 0.225
Phil i 021 304 01x-11 8 0 Remillard 3b 301 0.280 a-Vogeldh 10 0 0.167
P Deloachrf 300 0.000 Biggio rf 30 1 0.202
ke for Caer n ot . | Maldoc 400 0.089 Kirkc 51 10.198
falks—Texas 5: Semien 1, Seager 2, Smith 1, Grossman 1. Philadelphia 6: Totals 3226 2 Kierm cf 21 10229
Schwarber 3, Harper 1, Castellanos 2. Strikeouts—Texas 8: Lowe 2, Garcia 1, KFal3bss 40 2 0 :248
Heim 2, Carter 1, Hill 1, Taveras 1. Philadelphia 10: Schwarber 1, Realmuto 1, Totals 34910 8
Harper 3, Bohm 1, Marsh 1, Sosa 3. E—Lowe (4), Dunning (1), Seager 2 (6). -
LOB—Texas 7, Philadelphia 5. 2B—Bohm (20). HR—Taveras (4), off Walker; %‘"gnag” g‘;g ggg %202:5 13 ;

Seager (8), off Soto; Realmuto (6), off Dunning; Sosa (2), off Heréndez;
Harper (12), off G.Anderson. RBIs—Smith 2 (20), Taveras (11), Seager (19),
Marsh (24), Realmuto 3 (19), Sosa 3 (11), Harper (37). Runners left in
scoring position—Texas 3 lgHeim 3); Philade\%hia 3 (Rojas, Stott 2).

Texas I R BB S NP ERA

H RE 0
Dunning, L, 3-3 453 1 4 74 443
Hernande: 131 2 4 49 438
Rodriguez 222 2 2 47 6.88
G.Anderson. 11110 11 10.38
Philadelphia IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
6 33 4 5 86 5.06
000 1 0 16 0.87
111 0 2 13 6.00
000 0 1 17 184
000 0 O 7 225

Inherited runners- scored—Hemandez 2-2, Rodriguez 2-2, Strahm
2-0. HBP—Heméndez (Sosa), Kerkering (Smith). WP—Rodriguez.

COLORADO 4, OAKLAND 3
Colorado AB R H BI Avg. Oakland AB R H Bl Avg.
Black rf 41 1 0.226 Toro dh 500 0.286
Cave rf 11 0 0.266 Bleday cf 511 1.246
Tovar ss 60 0 0.270 RookerIf 402 0.294
McMah3b 61 2 2.306 1-Ruizlf 010 0.200
Diaz ¢ 51 3 2.322 aSoderslb 100 0.229
3-Trejo 00 0 0.071 Langeliersc 510 0.212
Stalingsc 10 1 0.304 Davis 1b 301 0.200
Rodgers2b 60 2 0.258 2-Brownrf-f 101 0.192
Bryant1b 40 1 0.145 Gelof2b 502 1.192
Doyle cf 30 0 0.269 Nerf-1b-rf 400 0.221
Beck If 50 0 0.197 Harris 3b 400 0.116
Good dh 50 2 0.182 b-McCann 000 0.304
Totals 46 412 4 Schue ss 501 0.241
Totals 4238 2
Colorado 200 000 000 002 4 12 0
Oakland 000 100 001 001 _ 3 8 O

a-struck out for Ruiz in 11th. b-walked for Harris in 12th. 1-ran for Rooker in
9th. 2-ran for Davis in 9th. 3-ran for Diaz in 10th. Strikeouts—Colorado 11:
Cave 1, Tovar 1, McMahon 1, Diaz 1, Rodgers 1, Bryant 2, Doyle 1, Beck 2,
Goodman 1. Oakland 11: Bleday 2, Soderstrom 1, Langeliers 3, Davis 1, Gelof 1,
Harris 3. LOB—Colorado 14, Oakland 9. 2B—Diaz (9), Goodman (2), Rodgers
(8), Stallings (3), Rooker (3). HR—Diaz (4), off Spence; McMahon (9), off
Muller; Bleday (6), off Gomber. RBIs—Diaz 2 (23), McMahon 2 (29), Bleday
(19), Gelof (9). SB—Blackmon (3). Runners left in scoring
position—Colorado 10 (Doyle 2, Cave, Beck 4, Tovar, Bryant 2); Oakland 6
(Toro, Langeliers, Davis, Schuemann, Nevin 2). RISP—Colorado 2 for 17;
Oakland 2 for 14. Runners moved up—Rodgers, Tovar, Schuemann.
GIDP-Diaz, Blackmon, Toro, Gelof. DP—Colorado 2 (Tovar, Bryant;
McMahon, Rodgers, Bryant); Oakland 2 (Davis, Schuemann, Gelof; Gelof,
Davis).
Colo)mdo IP H ER BB SO NP ERA
. 90 2.76
21 242
19 293
28 6.75
7 0.00
NP ERA
4.09
29 338
14 412
31 270
17 3.00
15 2.65
17 394
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Inherlted runners-: scured Koch 1-0, McFarland 1-0.
U— Malachi Moore, Doug Eddings, Chad Whitson, Bill Miller. T—3:09.
Tickets sold—3,617 (46,847).

a-struck out for Turner in 8th.

Walks—Chicago 3: Sheets 1, Remillard 1, DeLoach 1. Toronto 8: Schneider
1, Varsho 2, Guerrero 1, Tumer 3, Biggio 1. Strikeouts—Chicago 6: Pham 1,
Fletcher 2, Remillard 1, DeLoach 1, Maldonado 1. Toronto 7: Varsho 1, Bichette
1, Vogelbach 1, Biggio 1, Kirk 1, Kiermaier 2. E—Fletcher (3), Guerrero (4),
Clement (5). LOB—Chicago 7, Toronto 10. 3B—Varsho (1). HR—Pham (3), off
Cabrera; Bichette (3), off Nastrini. RBIs—Pham (11), DeJong (15), Schneider 2
(19), Varsho 2 (25), Guerrero (22), Bichette 3 (19). SB—Schneider (3).
SF—Delong. Runners left in scoring position—Chicago 2 (Benintendi
2); Toronto 4 (Kirk 2, Bichette, Guerrero). RISP—Chicago O for 5; Toronto 5 for
12. Runners moved up—Sheets, Guerrero. GIDP—DeJong. DP—Toronto 2

(Bichette, Schneider, Guerrero; Kiner-Falefa, Schneider, Guerrero).

Chicago IP H RER BB SO P
Nastrini, L, 0-3.. 798 0 86 11.91
Banks 100 0 4 35 491
Soroka.. . 200 2 3 54 558
Toronto IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Bassitt, W, 4-6 .. 7500 2 4 107 439
Cabrera. 121 0 0 25 5.09
Pearson. 000 1 2 18 5.62

Inherited runners-scored—Banks 2-0. HBP—Soroka (Biggio). U—
Dan lassogna, Ben May, CB Bucknor, Adam Beck. T—2:43. Tickets
sold—28,670 (39,150).

N.Y. YANKEES 7, SEATTLE 3

Seattle AB R H BI Avg. NewYork AB R H BI Avg.
Crawfordss 211 0.200 Volpe ss 322 0.275
Rodriguezcf 40 0 0.263 Soto rf 422 3313
Garver dh 311 0.182 Judge cf 321 2.268
Raleigh ¢ 411 3.219 Verdugo If 411 2.254
Moore If-3b 402 0.252 Stantondh 400 0.244
France1b 200 0.239 Rizo 1b 401 0.257
Polanco2b 40 0 0.187 Torres 2b 400 0.218
Haniger rf 401 0.217 Wellsc 300 0.198
Urias 3b 200 0.154 Cabrera3b 200 0.245
a-Raley If 200 0.300 Totals 777
Totals 31363

Seattle 000 000 030-3 6 O
New York 202 001 02x-7 7.0

a-grounded out for Urfas in the 7th.

Walks—Seattle 5: Crawford 2, Garver 1, France 2. New York 3: Volpe 1,
Judge 1, Cabrera 1.

Strikeouts—Seattle 11: Rodriguez 3, Raleigh 1, Moore 1, France 2,
Polanco 1, Haniger 2, Urias 1. New York 7: Soto 1, Judge 1, Stanton 1, Rizzo 1,
Torres 2, Wells 1.

LOB—Seattle 6, New York 3. 2B—Moore (9). HR—Raleigh (11), off
Weaver; Judge (14), off Miller; Soto 2 (13), off Miller; Verdugo (6), off Voth.
RBIs—Raleigh 3 (28), Judge 2 (34), Soto 3 (40), Verdugo 2 (26). CS—France
(1). Runners left in scoring position—Seattle 2 (Raley, Raleigh); New
York 2 (Soto 2). RISP_Seattle 1 for 5; New York 1 for 2.

Runners moved up—Soto. GIDP—Polanco.

DP—New York 2 (Wells, Torres, Wells; Volpe, Torres, Rizzo).

Seattle IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Miller, L, 3-5.
Snead ..

BPNOWER,OR O

23 237
Inhented runners-! scored Bolton 2-0, Weaver 2-2.
U— Nic Lentz, Alex MacKay, Lance Barksdale, D.J. Reyburn. T—2:43.
Tickets sold—40,224 (47,309).

NewYork AB R H Bl Avg. Cleveland AB R H BI Avg. Baltimore AB R H Bl Avg. St.Louis AB R H BI Avg.
Lindor ss 502 0.203 Freemancf 411 0.219 Hender ss 311 1.266 Winnss 422 1.295
Alonso 1b 411 1.236 Giménez2b 321 3.266 Rutsch dh 401 0.296 Nootbaarrf 401 1.213
Nimmo If 301 0.220 Ramirezdh 411 1.258 O'Hean1b 401 1.276 Goldsc dh 401 0.211
Martinezdh 4 0 0 0.294 Fry 1b-3b 312 0.349 Santanderrf 401 1.206 Arenado3b 412 0.269
Stewart rf 301 0.210 Arias3b 200 0.215 Westburg2b 400 0.281 Burleson1b 401 0.298
b-Marte rf 100 0.260 aManzalb 201 1.211 Cowser cf 401 0.266 Carlson If 310 0.103
Vientos3b 301 0.357 Rodriguezrf 301 1.143 Hays If 411 0.148 Donovan2b 411 2.229
McNeil 2b 411 1.240 Florial If 200 0.179 Urias 3b 311 0.186 Pagésc 400 0.067
Bader cf 311 1.281 Hedgesc 411 0.140 a-Mullins 101 0.191 Sianicf 200 0.224
Narvéez ¢ 300 0.155 Rocchioss 300 0.207 McCann ¢ 310 0.208 Totals 3358 4
c-Taylor 100 0.248 Totals 3068 6 b-Stowers 000 1.250

Totals 34383 Totals 3448 4

New York 110 100 000-3 8 0 Baltimore 003 000 001-4 8 2
Cleveland 000 003 12x-6 8 0 St. Louis 000 013 10x-5 8 1

a-struck out for Arias in 7th. b-grounded out for Stewart in 8th. c-struck out
for Narvaez in 9th.

Walks—New York 3: Alonso 1, Nimmo 1, Vientos 1. Cleveland 3: Rodriguez
1, Florial 2. Strikeouts—New York 11; Alonso 2, Nimmo 1, Martinez 3, Stewart
1, McNeil 1, Narvaez 2, Taylor 1. Cleveland 8: Freeman 1, Giménez 1, Ramirez 1,
Arias 1, Manzardo 1, Florial 1, Hedges 2. LOB—New York 8, Cleveland 5.
2B-Lindor 2 (10), Vientos (4), Freeman (9), Ramirez (9), Manzardo (5).
HR—Alonso (1), off McKenzie; McNeil (3), off McKenzie; Bader (2), off
McKenzie; Giménez (4), off Quintana, RBIs—Alonso (24), McNeil (13), Bader
(13), Giménez 3 (30), Rodriguez (1), Ramirez (45), Manzardo (3). SB—Bader
(7). Runners left in scoring position—New York 5 (Vientos, Nimmo 2,
McNeil, Alonso); Cleveland 3 (Hedges 2, Rocchio). RISP—New York O for 8;
Cleveland 3 for 7.

New York IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Quintana.... .6 433 0 4 70 5.13
Garrett, L, 5-1. 211 1 2 30 1.04
Ottavino.. 222 11 26 3.79
Walker ... 000 1 1 10 245
Cleveland H RER BB SO NP ERA
McKenzie 533 3 5 95 3.44
Herrin 000 0 O 16 0.87
Gaddis, 100 0 3 18 1.85
Hentges, H 2. 100 0 1 12 3.00
Smith, S, 1-2... 100 0 2 15 2.01

SAN FRANCISCO 9, PITTSBURGH 5

San Fran. AB R H BI Avg. Pittshurgh AB R H BI Avg.
Matos cf 61 2 1.325 McCutdh 310 1.218
Wade 1b 32 3 1.336 Reynoldslf 512 4.251
Estada2b 51 0 0.243 Joe 1b 500 0.268
M.Chap3b 32 1 2.245 Olivares rf 200 0.232
Bailey ¢ 52 3 1.295 Suwinskirf 100 0.174
Soler dh 41 2 3.213 Gonzales2b 501 0.273
Ramoslif 50 1 0.280 Cruzss 310 0.256
Yastrz rf 50 0 0.220 Bartc 512 0.250
Lucianoss 20 0 0.333 Trolo 3b 401 0.210
a-Flores 10 0 0.208 Taylorcf 310 0.211
Wisely ss 00 0 1.000 Totals 3656 5
Totals 39912 9

San Francisco 000 012 011 4 _ 9 12 0
Pittsburgh 000 500 000 O _ 5 6 2

a-lined out for Luciano in 9th.

Walks—San Francisco 8: Wade 3, Estrada 1, M.Chapman 2, Soler 1,
Luciano 1. Pittsburgh 6: McCutchen 1, Olivares 2, Cruz 2, Taylor 1.
Strikeouts—San Francisco 12: Estrada 1, M.Chapman 1, Bailey 2, Ramos 3,
Yastrzemski 4, Luciano 1. Pittsburgh 15: McCutchen 2, Reynolds 1, Joe 2,
Suwinski 1, Gonzales 3, Cruz 3, Bart 1, Taylor 2. E~Cruz (10), Reynolds (1).
LOB—San Francisco 10, Pittsburgh 9. 2B—Bailey (6). HR—M.Chapman (7),
off Jones; Reynolds (6), off Hjelle. RBIs—Soler 3 (13), M.Chapman 2 (24),
Wade (16), Bailey (12), Wisely (1), Matos (18), McCutchen (13), Reynolds 4
(26). SF—Wisely. Runners left in scoring position—San Francisco 5
(Estrada 2, Ramos 2, Matos); Pittsburgh 5 (Taylor, Bart 2, Gonzales, Cruz).
RISP—San Francisco 6 for 12; Pittsburgh 1 for 9. Runners moved
up-Soler, Joe, Triolo, Gonzales. GIDP—Estrada, Ramos, Matos.
DP—Pittsburgh 3 (Gonza\es Joe Cruz Gonzales Jog Cruz, Gowgles Jo&

San Francisco 0
Snell .. 4 4 4 4 5 87 11.40
Hielle.. 211 1 3 33 289
Rodriguez 000 0 4 27 253
Ty.Rogers 000 0 1 10 2.28
Walker, W, 000 0 1 13 2.42
L1000 1 1 20 275
Pittsburgh IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Jones .6 6 33 3 5 93 3.05
Stratton, H, 4. 1000 0 2 12 357
A.Chapman. .0011 3 0 14 4.60
Holderman, BS,0-1...1% 2 1 0 0 3 33 0.60
Milodzinski, L, 0-1 1443 2 2 37 1227
Nicolas 000 0 O 5 5.40

AChapman pitched to 3 batters in the 8th
d—Hielle 3-3,
Nicolas 3-0. HBP—Snell (McCutchen). WP—Snell.
U— Tony Randazzo, Tom Hanahan, Alex Tosi, Dan Bellino. T—3:23.
Tickets sold—13,830 (38,753).

3-1, Mlodzinski 1-0,

MIAMI 1, MILWAUKEE 0

Milwaukee AB R H BI Avg. Miami AB R H BI Avg.
Monast2b 4 0 0 0.154 Chisholmef 411 1.254
Contrerasc 401 0.333 DLCruzdh 300 0.259
Yelich If 400 0.306 Bell1b 301 0.232
Adamesss 301 0.238 Rivera3b 000 0.224
Ortiz 3b 300 0.278 JSéanchezrf 200 0.220
G.Sanc dh 302 0.225 Burg3b-1b 300 0.164
1-Wiemerdh 00 0 0.154 Gordon If 300 0.234
Chourio rf 300 0.209 Andersonss 301 0.209
Miller 1b 300 0.160 Lopez2b 300 0.283
Perkins cf 300 0.228 Fortesc 301 0.156
Totals 30040 Totals 2714 1

Milwaukee 000 000 000-0 4 0
Miami 100 000 00x-1 4 0O

1-ran for G.Sanchez in 8th.

Walks— Miami 1: J.Sanchez 1. Strikeouts—Milwaukee 5: Contreras 1,
Yelich 2, Chourio 1, Perkins 1. Miami 7: Chisholm 1, De La Cruz 1, Bell 1,
J.Sénchez 1, Burger 2, Gordon 1. LOB—Milwaukee 3, Miami 3. HR—Chisholm
(7), off Peralta. RBIs—Chisholm (25). SB—Adames (8), Chourio (7).
CS—Adames (2), Anderson (2). Runners left in scoring
position—Milwaukee 1 (Miller); Miami 1 (Gordon). RISP—Milwaukee 0 for 2;
Miami 0 for 2.

Milwaukee IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
Peralta, L, 3-3. 411 1T 98 381
Peguero. 000 O O 6 291
Miami H RER BB SO NP ERA
Luzardo, W, 2-3 8300 0 4 100 4.14
Scott, S, 6-7 100 0 1 16 1.71

Umpires_Home, Alfonso Marquez T—1:54. Tickets sold—7,792
(37,446).

a-singled for Urias in 9th. b-sacrificed for McCann in 9th.

Walks—Baltimore 2: Henderson 2. St. Louis 2: Carlson 1, Siani 1.
Strikeouts—Balti 5: Hend 1 2, Cowser 1, McCann 1.
St. Louis 3: Nootbaar 2, Pagés 1. E~Henderson (4), McCann (3), Arenado (3).
LOB—Baltimore 6, St. Louis 6. 2B—Arenado (10), Winn (9), Donovan (12).
HR—Winn (2), off Invin. RBIs—Henderson (35), 0'Hearn (16), Santander
(26), Stowers (1), Nootbaar (18), Donovan 2 (23), Winn (14). SF—Stowers.
Runners left in scoring position—Baltimore 2 (Santander, Cowser); St.
Louis 1 (Donovan). RISP—Baltimore 2 for 8; St. Louis 2 for 5. Runners
moved up—0'Hearn, Burleson. DP—St. Louis 1 (Nootbaar, Burleson,

Nootbaar).
Baltimore IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
L3100 2 1 51 2.61
Irvin, L, 4-2... 3% 6 53 0 2 56 3.15
Sudrez.. %000 0 0 11 178
100 0 0 11 0.00
H RER BB SO NP ERA
530 0 3 84 381
000 1 1 28 213
100 1 1 32 426
Fernandez, S, 1-1. 211 00 12 348

WP—Gibson, Leahy. U— Charlie Ramos, Erich Bacchus, Laz Diaz, Mike
Estabrook. T—2:32. Tickets sold—33,324 (44,494).

KANSAS CITY 8, DETROIT 3

Detroit AB R H BI Avg. Kansas City AB R H Bl Avg.
Ibanez dh 401 2.277 Garcia 3b 522 0.266
McKinstry 100 0.197 Wittss 412 2.308
Vierling cf 100 0.266 Psgntinolb 301 1.232
Carpntr rf 101 0.281 Perezdh 310 0.337
Canha rf-If 500 0.224 \Velazquezlf 221 1.226
Greene Ifcf 501 0.239 Renfroe rf 000 0.160
Urshela3b 310 0.266 Ferminc 412 3.299
Torkelson 1b 40 0 0.213 Blancorf-if 400 0.250
Keith 2b 311 0.232 Hampson2b 201 1.264
Béez ss 401 1.204 b-Frazier2b 110 0.188
Rogers ¢ 311 0.196 Isbel cf 400 0.214
Totals 3436 3 Totals 3289 8

Detroit 000 000 210-3 6 1
Kansas City 020 110 40x-8 9 0

Walks—Detroit 6: Vierling 2, Carpenter 1, Urshela 1, Keith 1, Rogers 1.
Kansas City 4: Pasquantino 1, Velazquez 2, Frazier 1.

Strikeouts—Detroit 12: Ibdiiez 2, Vierling 1, Canha 3, Urshela 2,
Torkelson 1, Keith 1, Béez 1, Rogers 1. Kansas City 10: Garcia 1, Pasquantino 1,
Perez 2, Veldzquez 1, Fermin 2, Blanco 2, Hampson 1.

E—Urshela (2). LOB—Detroit 10, Kansas City 5. 2B—Ibéfez (3), Fermin
(3), Hampson (3), Witt (15). HR—Velazquez (4), off Skubal. RBIs—Ibéfiez 2
(10), Béez (21), Fermin 3 (8), Hampson (4), Velazquez (13), Pasquantino (31),
Witt 2 (33). SB—Garcia (12). CS—Witt (6).

DP—Detroit 1 (Urshela, }ienh Turkﬁ\son B

Detroit P H RER BB SO NP ERA
Skubal, L, 6-1 56 44 2 6 96 2.25
Vest.. 1000 0 3 18 3.68
1344 2 1 28 434
1000 0 O 4 345
Kansas C|ty IP H RER BB SO NP ERA
6100 312 100 3.34
k222 10 16 7.63
#0000 1 0 11 125
1211 10 29 177
1100 0 0 16 4.15

Inherited runners-scored—Schreiber 1-0. HBP_Lange (Perez).
U— Mark Wegner, Bruce Dreckman, Jeremie Rehak, Clint Vondrak.
T—2:36. Tickets sold—15,004 (38,427).

SAN DIEGO 7, CINCINNATI 3

San Diego AB R H BI Avg. Cincinnati AB R H Bl Avg.
Arraez2b 51 4 2.391 Hurtubiself 210 0.154
Tatis rf 51 1 1.248 b-Fairchildcf 101 0.227
Profardh 32 1 1.339 DelaCrzss 400 0.256
Cronenlb 40 1 1.269 Cndlario3b 422 1.223
Mach 3b 40 2 0.231 Stephnsnc 401 2.263
DPeraltalf 20 0 1.000 Ford dh 301 0.157
Solano 10 1 0.348 Steer 1b 401 0.224
Azocar If 11 0 0.264 Martini rf 400 0.169
Merillcf 40 1 0.283 India 2b 300 0.212
Campu ¢ 41 1 0.258 Bensoncfif 300 0.191
Wade ss 41 2 1.260 Totals 3236 3
Totals 37714 7

San Diego 100 132 000-7 14 0O
Cincinnati 100 002 000-3 6 1

Walks—San Diego 1: Profar 1. Cincinnati 2: Hurtubise 1, Ford 1.

Strikeouts—San Diego 3: Cronenworth 1, D.Peralta 1, 1-Azocar 1.
Cincinnati 9: Stephenson 2, Steer 2, Martini 2, India 1, Benson 2.

E—Suter (1). LOB—San Diego 5, Cincinnati 4. 2B—Machado 2 (9), Profar
(10), Stephenson (8), Steer (11). HR—Arraez (1), off Martinez; Candelario (5),
off King. RBIs—Arraez 2 (6), D.Peralta (1), Tatis (25), Profar (32), Cronenworth
(33), Wade (7), Candelario (18), Stephenson 2 (16). SB—Azocar (1).

Runners left in scoring position—San Diego 2 (Campusano, Tatis);
Cincinnati 2 (Benson, Ford). RISP_San Diego 4 for 12; Cincinnati 1 for 5.

Runners moved up—India. LI

DP—Merrill. GIDP—Campusano, Profar, Tatis, Candelario.

DP—San Diego 1 (Wade, Arraez, Cronenworth); Cincinnati 4 (Candelario,
India, Steer; Steer; India, Steer; India, De La Cruz, Steer).

Diego P ER B

H R B NP ERA
King, W, 4-4.. 6% 4 3 3 2 6 92 428
W.Peralta.. 100 0 1 12 3.05
Suarez . 100 0 2 14 0.42
Cincinnati H RER BB SO NP ERA
Martinez, L, 1-3. 855 1 2 66 4.81
Suter .. 421 00 26 3.95
Spiers... 200 0 1 28 348

Ita 10,

Inherited runners-scored—W.Peralta 1
HBP_Spiers (Profar).

U— John Tumpane, Marvin Hudson, Nick Mahrley, Hunter Wendelstedt.
T-2:11. Tickets sold—14,255 (43,891).

, Suter 11, Spiers 1-0.
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She’ll try to cap a
record year with a
three-peat in the 1,600
meters at state finals.

BY STEVE GALLUZZO

There are many intrigu-
ing storylines heading into
this weekend’s 104th CIF
State Track & Field Cham-
pionships. Qualifying is Fri-
day and the finals are Sat-
urday at Buchanan High’s
Veterans Stadium in Clovis.

No athlete will be under a
brighter spotlight than Ven-
tura’s Sadie Engelhardt,
who will try to cap a record-
setting junior year with a
three-peat in the girls’ 1,600-
meter run. She has already
broken the National High
School Federation record
twice this spring (bothin full
mile races), including a
4:29.86 split that is 3.59 sec-
onds faster than the state
meetrecord she setlast year,
when she also won the 800
meters — a state double not
seen since Pleasant Hill sen-
ior Kathy Costello won both
the mile and 880-yard events
in 1975.

After going for her sixth
individual state title (she al-
ready owns two in cross
country and three on the
track, Engelhardt will join
teammates Melanie True,
Tiffany Sax and Aelo Curtis
in trying to win the 4x800 re-
lay. The Cougars’ foursome

STEVE GALLUZZO For The Times

AFTER GOING for her sixth individual state title this weekend, Ventura junior
Sadie Engelhardt also hopes to be part of a winning 4x800 relay team.

is seeded No. 1 after winning
the Southern Section Mas-
ters Meet in 9:02.57 last
week.

Headlining a stellar field
featuring nine girls with
sub-10:18 times, reigning
state 3,200 champion Rylee
Blade of Corona Santiago
will try to hold off fellow jun-
iors Holly Barker (Trabuco
Hills), Maya De Brouwer (La
Canada), Hanne Thomsen
(Santa Rosa Montgomery)
and Abigail Errington
(South Pasadena), sopho-
mores Jaelyn Williams
(Chula Vista Eastlake) and
Summer Wilson (JSerra)
and Huntington Beach
freshman Sydney Rubio.

History could also be
made in the boys’ 100-meter
dash. No freshman has ever
won the state title, but
ninth-graders hold the two
top seed times — last week’s
Masters Meet winner De-
mare Dezeurn of Bishop
Alemany (10.36) and Ben-
jamin Harris of Long Beach
Poly, who posted a head-
turning 10.38 two months
ago at the Redondo Track
Festival and finished first at
the Arcadia Invitational in
April.

Other contenders in-
clude sophomore Brandon
Arrington Jr. (who im-
pressed with an against-the-
wind 10.50 effort at the San

Diego Sectionals), City Sec-
tion champion Jordan Cole-
man of Granada Hills (10.49),
Acalanes senior Paul Kuh-
ner (who clocked a wind-le-
gal 10.36 two weeks ago at the
Tri-Valley Area Champi-
onships), Concord De La
Salle sophomore Jaden Jef-
ferson (10.46), Central Sec-
tion champion Jalen Ford of
Bakersfield (10.62), Los
Alamitosjunior Devin Bragg
(1047) and Valencia’s Brian
Bonner (1048).

Gardena Serra’s Rodrick
Pleasant (now at the Uni-
versity of Oregon) set the
state record of 10.20 as a sen-
iorlast year.

A compelling duel is

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

“I DON’T REALLY know where it is,” Dodgers pitcher James Paxton said of his cut-fastball, an essential part
of his three-pitch repertoire for most of his 11-year career until this season. Here he delivers against the Reds.

One of his best pitches is missing

[Paxton, from B10]

cutter that averaged 85.8
mph to throw it 16.5% of the
time, holding batters to a .191
average (13 for 68) with 26
strikeouts in at-bats ending
with the pitch.

Paxton, who signed a
one-year, $7-million deal
withthe Dodgersin January,
threw his curve 19.5% of the
time last season, holding hit-
ters to a .231 average (15 for
65) and 23 strikeouts in at-
bats ending with the pitch.

But the cutter has been
left on the cutting-room
floor for most of 2024, Pax-
ton throwing the pitch only
42 times (5.7%). He’s thrown
458 fastballs (62.4%) and 191
curves (26%) and even
leaned on a seldom-used
changeup in a 5-1 victory
over the Atlanta Braves on
May 5, throwing that pitch 12
times.

“I think it goes to show
how special of a delivery he
haswith the deception ofthe
throw,” assistant pitching
coach Connor McGuiness
said of Paxton’s ability to
survive — and often thrive —
with only two pitches for
much of the season.

“When he’s pumping fast-
balls in there at 97-98 mph,

quite honestly, any off-speed
pitch with his delivery is go-
ing to work,” McGuiness
said. “He’s found great suc-
cess with that curveball this
year, and I think that cutter
is going to come along once
that power really starts to
get back.”

That’s the crux of the
problem for Paxton, whose
cutter has fallen victim to a
loss of fastball velocity since
his elbow ligament replace-
ment procedure in 2021. Pax-
ton’s four-seamer has aver-
aged just 93.5 mph this sea-
son, and his cutter has aver-
aged just 84.2 mph, well off
its peak 0f90.3 mph in 2016.

“I think pre-Tommy
John, I used it quite a bit. It
was a big swing-and-miss
pitch for me,” Paxton, 35,
said of the cutter. “But I
haven’'t really had it since
surgery. It’s not as hard. I
was throwing it 89-91 mph
before. Now, it’s like 85 mph.
And the movement is just
not quite as sharp asit was.”

Neither Paxton nor the
Dodgers have given up on
the pitch. Paxton has been
working in bullpen sessions
between starts to fine-tune
his delivery and is long-toss-
ing more in an effort to in-

crease his arm strength, and
ifhe can bump the velocity of
his fastball a bit, his cutter
should improve.

“The focus for him has
been trying to get the deliv-
ery dialed in and to get some
more athleticism back in the
throw, because some of the
general execution of the fast-
ball hasn’t been where he
wants it to be,” McGuiness
said. “But when he gets to a
point where he’s throwing
the velocity that he wants,
then that cutter will come
into play.”

The loss of his cutter was
the least of Paxton’s con-
cerns in April. Command of
all of his pitches was a bigger
issue, Paxton going 3-0 with
a 3.51 ERA in five starts de-
spite walking 22 batters and
striking out 15 battersin 25%/
innings.

But Paxton found some
better rhythm in his delivery
during a bullpen workout in
early May, and he did not
walk a batter in his last two
starts, giving up four hits
and striking out four in six
shutout innings of a 5-0 win
at San Diego on May 11 and
giving up three runs and sev-
en hits and striking out two
ina7-3winoverthe Redslast

Friday night.

“I think the most impres-
sive thing is that he unchar-
acteristically has walked a
lot of guys, and he’s been
able to weather those
baserunners and still make
pitches to limit the damage
and not get overly frustrated
to where he costs us a start,”
manager Dave Roberts said.
“That just speaks to experi-
ence and maturity.”

That maturity — and pa-
tience — McGuiness said,
has also allowed Paxton to
keep any frustration about
theloss ofhis cutterin check.

“He’s just a gamer, man,”
McGuiness said. “I mean, he
went out there for a few
starts with just a fastball,
and he was still able to go
deep into the game and give
our offense a chance to put
up some runs and win.

“He’s been able to kind of
reinvent himself for now un-
til he really gets to the point
where he feels like the deliv-
eryislocked in and that fast-
ball velocity is there. When
that happens, I'm willing to
bet that cutter is gonna be
right there, too. ... We’re ex-
cited about him moving for-
ward, because we feel like
the best is yet to come.”

SPORTS EXTRA

For late coverage of Dodgers, Angels and Sparks games and more, see our
daily digital eNewspaper. Subscribers get free access to an exclusive “Sports Extra.”
View it on your phone, tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.

brewing in the boys’ high
jump, where state leader JJ
Harel from Sherman Oaks
Notre Dame will go head-to-
head with Birmingham sen-
ior Deshawn Banks. Harel is
vying to join Serra’s Harri-
son Steed (2008) as the only
10th-graders to win the state
title in the event. He cleared
7 Y4 feet to set the Southern
Section Division 3 finals
record two weeks ago.
Banks, meanwhile, won at
Arcadiaand Mt. SACandre-
peated as City champion
with a 6-10 effort.

Fairfax’s Sebastian Ikolo
emerged as a dark horse af-
termatching Banks at 6-10 at
City finals only to settle for
second with more misses.
Also in the mix is Mater Dei
junior Brandon GorskKi (6-8),
who was runner-up to Banks
at Arcadia.

Junior Kaylin Edwards
will compete in four events
for defending girls’ state
team champion Long Beach
Wilson, including the 300
hurdles, which she won in

[hardt continues to chase victory

state meet.

She enters prelims with
the second-best seed time
(42.03) behind only Carlsbad
junior Morgan Herbst
(41.54). She will contend for
the 100 hurdles crown, where
her4.11isthethird-best seed
time behind only San Diego
junior Anisa Bowen-
Fontenot (13.67) and Marl-
borough senior Fallyn Gow-
ans (14.02). Edwards pro-
duced a season-best 42.00 in
the 300 hurdles two weeks
ago at the CIF-SS Division 1
finalsand willalsorunonthe
Bruins’ 4x100 and 4x400 re-
lays, which advanced to
state along with the 4x800
team.

All nine girls in the 100
meters at last week’s Mas-
ters Meet moved on to state,
led by Gardena Serra senior
Mia Flowers (1.46), Royal
sophomore Olivia Kirk and
Canyon Country Canyon
senior Mikaela Warr (both
clocked 11.54), Chaparral
junior Keelan Wright (11.56)
and Oaks Christian senior

41.57 seconds at last year’s Nia Clayton (11.59).
PRO CALENDAR
FRI SAT SUN MON TUE
24 25 26 27 28
i | “ U |at Cincinnati|at Cincinnati|at Cincinnati at N.Y. Mets | at N.Y. Mets
4 4:15 10:30 a.m. 1 p.m. 4 p.m.
SNLA Ch. 11 SNLA SNLA SNLA
DODGERS
! CLEVELAND | CLEVELAND | CLEVELAND St
i \ 6:30 6:30 1 YANKEES
=R . y 6:30
BSW BSW BSW BéW
ANGELS
INDIANA DALLAS at Indiana
7 6 4p.m.
lon SpecSN NBATV
HOUSTON
7:30
Apple TV
at Atlanta
4:30
Apple TV
NEXT: AT NJ/NY GOTHAM, JUNE 8, 9:30 A.M. PT,
: CH. 2, PARAMOUNT+
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Shade denotes home game.

TODAY ON THE AIR

TIME IEVENT ONTHEAIR

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL

8:30 p.m.  |AFL, Carlton vs. Gold Coast TV: FS2

11:30 p.m. |AFL, Geelong vs. Greater Western Sydney TV: FS2

AUTO RACING

T:45a.m.  [Formula One, Monaco Grand Prix, Practice 2 TV: ESPN2

10:30 p.m. |NASCAR Trucks, North Carolina Education Lottery ~ [TV:FS1
200, qualifying

12:30 p.m. |NASCAR Xfinity, BetMGM 300, qualifying TV:FS1

3p.m. ARCA, The General Tire 150 TV:FS1

5:30 p.m.  |NASCAR Trucks, North Carolina Education Lottery ~ [TV: FS1
200

3:15a.m.  |Formula One, Monaco Grand Prix, Practice 3 TV: FS1

(Sat.)

BASEBALL

4:10 p.m.  |Milwaukee at Boston TV: Apple

4:10 p.m.  |Dodgers at Cincinnati TV: SNLAR: 570,

1020

4:40 p.m.  |Baltimore at Chicago White Sox TV: Apple

5p.m. Chicago Cubs at St. Louis TV: MLB

5:38 p.m.  [Cleveland at Angels TV: BSW R: 830,

1220

BASKETBALL: NBA

5:30 p.m.  |Western Conference final, Game 2, Dallas at TV:INT
Minnesota

BASKETBALL: WNBA

7p.m. Indiana at Sparks TV:lon

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Noon West Coast tournament, teams TBD TV: ESPN+

2:30 p.m.  |Pac-12 tournament, semifinal, teams TBD TV: Pac-12

4p.m. West Coast tournament, semifinal, teams TBD TV: ESPN+

4:30 p.m.  |UC Riverside at UC Santa Barbara TV: ESPN+

7p.m. Pac-12 tournament, semifinal, teams TBD TV: Pac-12

6 p.m. Long Beach State at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo TV: ESPN+

8p.m. West Coast tournament, semifinal, teams TBD TV: ESPN+

9:30 p.m. |Cal State Fullerton at Hawaii TV: ESPN+

LACROSSE

12:30 p.m. |Men’s NCAA tournament, semifinal, Florida vs. TV: ESPNU
Northwestern

2:30p.m.  |Men’s NCAA tournament, semifinal, Syracuse vs. TV: ESPNU
Boston College

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

9a.m. NCAA tournament, Baylor vs. Florida TV: ESPN2

11am. NCAA tournament, Duke vs. Missouri TV: ESPN2

1p.m. NCAA tournament, Alabama vs. Tennessee TV: ESPN2

3p.m. NCAA tournament, Texas A&M vs. Texas TV: ESPN2

5p.m. NCAA tournament, Oklahoma vs. Florida State TV: ESPN2

5p.m. NCAA tournament, Arizona vs. Oklahoma St. TV: ESPNU

7p.m. NCAA tournament, UCLA vs. Georgia TV: ESPN2

7p.m. NCAA tournament, Louisiana State vs. Stanford TV: ESPNU

COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD

2p.m. NCAA championships TV: ESPN+

GOLF

10a.m. Senior PGA Championship, second round TV: Golf

1p.m. PGA, The Charles Schwab Challenge, second round |TV: Golf

4:30a.m.  |World Tour, Soudal Open, third round TV: Golf

(Sat.)

HOCKEY: NHL

5p.m. Western Conference finals, Game 2, Florida at New | TV: ESPN
York Rangers

HOCKEY: PWHL

4p.m.  |Walter Cup Final, Boston at Minnesota TV: BSSC

SOCCER

11:45a.m. |ltaly, Genoa vs Bologna TV: Paramont+

Noon Spain, Girona vs Granada TV: ESPND, ESPN+

7p.m. NWSL, Bay FC vs NJ/NY Gotham FC TV: Amazon Prime

SURFING

10a.m. WSL Championship tour, Tahiti Pro |TV: ESPN+

TENNIS

Ta.m. French Open qualifying; Geneva, Lyon, Strasbourg,  [TV:Tennis

Rabat quarterfinals
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SPARKS VS. INDIANA
TONIGHT AT CRYPTO.COM ARENA, 7 | TV: ION

Photographs by GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

SPARKS guards Lexie Brown, left, and Kia Nurse leave the court as fans cheer after their first win this season Tuesday at the Walter Pyramid.

1°S FAN-TASTIC

Sparks focus on game experience as they ride wave of WNBA popularity

By THUuCc NHI NGUYEN
AND SAMANTHA MASUNAGA

ore than 16,000 fans
buzzed in Edmonton’s
Rogers Place. Christine
Monjer scanned the
crowd before the
Sparks’ preseason game against the
Seattle Storm and saw couples on a
date night, families with their kids, peo-
ple who looked like former basketball
players and others who appeared to
have never played the game. All were
lined up in a merchandise line that
wrapped around the concourse.

The Sparks’team president stood in
awe.

“This isn’t the W from 10 years ago,”
Monjer said, “this is just a brand-new
era for us, so we’re meeting the mo-
ment.”

The Sparks are hoping to surf the

from grace in the midst of a three-sea-
son playoff drought. The pivotal season
reaches an early crest Friday as the
Sparks host Caitlin Clark’s Indiana Fe-
verat 7p.m. at Crypto.com Arenainthe
star rookie’s only regular-season game
inL.A. thisyear.

The former Iowa star will receive a
grand welcome to L.A. as the game was
moved from the roughly 4,000-seat Wal-
ter Pyramid to the Sparks’ 18,000-seat
downtown home.

The Sparks made arrangements
late last year with Long Beach State to
play five games at the Pyramid due to a
renovation project at Crypto.com
Arena. But in the last month, the or-
ganization called to let officials know
their plans had changed, first for the
Fever game, then for the next two
games afterthat, said Mike Habura, as-
sociate athletics director for facilities
and event operations, who manages

WNBA’s tidal wave of popularity to re-
ignite an organization that has fallen

Replicating her
Chelsea soccer

success in U.S.

Hayes accepts dad’s challenge
to reinvigorate women’s team

By KEVIN BAXTER

NEW YORK — The women’s national soccer
team hasn’t won an Olympic championship in
12 years, its longest drought ever. Yet for Emma
Hayes, the woman tasked to get the U.S.back to
the top of the medal podium, memories of the
2012 tournament have little to do with gold med-
als.

The Games were played in England that
year and Hayes’ father, Sid, became enamored
with the Americans. So much so that when
Hayes took the coaching job with the Chelsea
women’s team that summer, he urged her to re-
make the English game in the U.S. model.

She did, hoisting 16 trophies. So with little
left to win in England, Hayes became a candi-
date for the U.S. coaching job when it became
openlast year —and thatled to another conver-
sation with her father just before he died in Sep-
tember.

This time he urged her to remake the Ameri-
can team in the Chelsea model.

“I have a 23-minute voice note, my last con-
versation with my father, and it was all about
2012,” Hayes said [See Hayes, B6]

COMEDIAN Leslie Jones is among the fans cheering in the
final seconds of the Sparks’ victory against Washington.

United States Soccer Federation

EMMA HAYES holds a banner against the New York skyline.
Her first coaching job was with the Long Island Lady Riders.

the Pyramid.

The team citeda [See Sparks, B7]

Dodgers’ Paxton
1s missing a pitch
but still a success

He’s 5-0 with a 2.84

ERA, despite a shaky
start and the fact he’s
minus his cut-fastball.

BY MIKE DIGIOVANNA

James Paxton will take a
5-0 record and 2.84 ERA into
his start Friday night at Cin-
cinnati, which is pretty re-
markable considering the
Dodgers left-hander walked
as many batters (24) as he
struck out (24) in 44Y; in-
nings of his first eight games
and is ready to send out a
search party for one of his
best secondary pitches.

“I don’t really know
where it is,” Paxton said of
his cut-fastball, an essential
part of his three-pitch reper-
toire for most of his 1l-year
career until this season. “I'm
trying to figure it out. We’re
playing catch with it, throw-

ingit in the bullpen and stuff
like that, and I just haven’t
been able to find it yet.”

A lively four-seam fast-
ball that averaged 97.5 mph
at its peak in 2016 has always
been Paxton’s best pitch,
one he’s thrown 62% of the
time throughout his career,
and he has complemented
his heater with a knuckle-
curve that he’s thrown 19% of
the time and the cutter,
which he’s thrown 13% of the
time.

But during a four-year
stretch from 2016-19, Paxton
threw his cutter, which was
clocked between 89 and 91
mph, almost as much as his
curve, holding opponents to
a 196 average (87 for 444)
with 200 strikeouts in at-
bats ending with the cutter.

Even in his first season
after Tommy John surgery,
with the Boston Red Sox in
2023, Paxton had enough
confidence in a diminished

[See Paxton, B9]

Continuing to chase victories

Ventura’s Engelhardt will try to cap a record year
with a win in the 1,600 meters at state finals. B9

Kings decide to stay the course

By keeping Hiller, team is sticking to a defense-first
philosophy that comes up short in the postseason. B?

NCAA, Power Five agree to settlement

Pac-12 is the last conference to sign off on the deal in
which $2.77 billion would settle antitrust suits. Bé
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MAYA BRADY is greeted at home plate after her second home run in UCLA’s 8-0 victory over No. 11 Georgia. The No. 6 Bruins are one win from taking the series.

Brady’s two homers power UCLA to win

By THUuc NHI NGUYEN

Maya Brady’s hot bat has
UCLA one win away from a return
to the Women’s College World Se-
ries.

The back-to-back Pac-12 player
oftheyear went three forfourat the
plate with two home runs in
UCLA’s six-inning, 8-0 win over No.
11 Georgia in the first game of the
Los Angeles Super Regional on
Thursday. The No. 6 Bruins (41-10)
can clinch a berth to the World Se-
ries with a win Friday at 7 p.m. at
Easton Stadium in the best-of-

three Super Regional.

Including UCLA’s three wins in
the regional round, Brady is nine
for 12 at the plate in four postsea-
son games with six extra base hits
and five RBIs. She set up UCLA’s
first mercy rule win in the Super
Regional since 2010 as Savannah
Pola hit the walk-off two-run single
inthe bottom of the sixth.

Brady slapped a double and
launched two home runs, leading
off the first and fifth innings with
long balls. Her solo shot in the fifth
bounced off the redshirt senior’s
photo on the scoreboard in left
field and sparked a four-run inning

for the Bruins that turned a close
game into an easy run-rule victory.

Jadelyn  Allchin  followed
Brady’s blast with a single to left
field and Sharlize Palacios reached
base when she was hit by a pitch.
Sophomore Jordan Woolery, who
struck out with the basesloaded in
the second inning, didn’t miss in
the fifth, delivering a three-run ho-
mer to dead center field.

With an opportunity to activate
the run rule in the fifth, Brady
could have ended the game with
the bases loaded and a six-run
lead. But the former Oaks Chris-
tian star struck out swinging. It

was her only blemish of the day.

On defense, she led the charge
at shortstop, helping turn two dou-
ble plays to support freshman
pitcher Katilyn Terry.

The left-hander allowed a
baserunner in each of the first five
innings — three walks and two sin-
gles — but effortlessly worked her
way out of danger with the help of
her defense. Allchin made a diving
catchin left field to fire up the Bru-
insinthe second inning.

Woolery caught aball in foul ter-
ritory while sliding to her knee in
the third inning after Terry gave up
a leadoff single. The pitcher al-

lowed a leadoff walk in the fourth,
but Brady erased it flawlessly, tak-
ing a hard-hit ball from Georgia’s
Sara Mosley off the bounce, tag-
ging second and firing the ball to
Woolery at first.

Terry gave up four hits and
three walks with five strikeoutsin a
complete-game victory. She faced
her biggest threat in the sixth with
runners on the corners and two
outs, but used a devastating off-
speed pitch to freeze Georgia’s
Lyndi Raw Davis. Terry stomped
her foot and whipped her fist in the
air and the Bulldogs catcher
trudged back to the dugout.

Brown scores 40 as
Celtics rout Pacers
to take 2-0 series lead

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jaylen Brown was a big enough
problem for the Indiana Pacers
even before an All-NBA snub that
may have given him an added de-
sire to show how much he can do
for the Boston Celtics.

“I think he cares about it in a
way that motivates him, and I
think he doesn’t really care about it
at all,” Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla
said after watching Brown match
his playoff career high of 40 points
in Boston’s 126-110 victory over Indi-
ana in Game 2 of the Eastern Con-
ference finals Thursday night.

“He understands that winning
is the most important thing,” Maz-
zulla said. “He just cares about the
right stuff.”

Two nights after his game-sav-
ing three-pointer and one day after
he was left out of the voting for the
league’s top 15 players, Brown
scored 10 points during a 20-0 Bos-
ton run that turned a first-quarter
deficit into a second-quarter lead
that the Celtics neverrelinquished.

Asked ifthe All-NBA snub moti-
vated him, Brown said, “I wouldn’t
say that.” Asked to elaborate, he
said colorfully: “We’re two games
from the finals. I don’t got time to
[care].”

Jayson Tatum and Derrick
White scored 23 points apiece and
Jrue Holiday had 15 points and 10

assists for the top-seeded Celtics,
who lost Game 2 in both of their
previous series this postseason.

Pascal Siakam scored 28 points
for Indiana, which heads home for
Games 3 and 4 on Saturday and
Monday nights in an arena where
they have won 11 straight games —
including sixin the playoffs — since
March 18. Tyrese Haliburton, who
had 25 points and 10 assists in the
series opener, had 10 points and
eight assists Thursday before leav-
ing the game in the third.

“We need Ty, but ‘next man’
mentality,” Siakam said. “We’ve
got to play together. This team got
where we’re at by playing together.
...It’sonus to continue.”

One game after the Celtics
jumped to a 12-0 lead and Indiana
spent the rest of the first half claw-
ing its way back, the lead changed
hands 10 times in the opening quar-
ter, with the Pacers holding a 27-22
edge with 1:14 left.

Then Boston scored the next 20
points.

Indiana missed nine straight
shots and committed four turn-
overs during the drought that
lasted more than six minutes.
Brown scored 10 on his own during
the run and had 24 at the half; he
opened the third quarter with two
quick baskets to give the Celtics a
61-52 lead.

But Siakam also came out hot
in the second half, hitting four bas-

MicCHAEL DWYER Associated Press

BOSTON’S AL HORFORD dunks past Indiana’s Myles Turner (33) during the first half of the
Celtics’ 126-110 win over the visiting Pacers in Game 2 of the NBA’s Eastern Conference finals.

kets in the first four minutes — a
pair of twos and a pair of threes —
to make it a two-point game. Bos-
ton pulled away again — this time
for good, scoring 16 of the next 21
points.

Indiana never got within single
digits again.

Brown scored 26 points Tues-
day night, when the Celtics won
thanks to some unforced errors by
the Pacers —especially Haliburton
— down the stretch.

“I mean, he has it going,” Holi-
day said. “Y’all see what I see.
Great player. Great leader. But
wants to win. And takes thinks into
his own hands. So I'm glad to have
himonmyside.Iride with him. The

way JB’s been playing, man, it’s
outstanding.”

NHL PLAYOFFS
Oilers win Gamel
over Starsin OT

Connor McDavid scored 32 sec-
onds into the second overtime and
the Edmonton Oilers overcame
their captain’s double-minor pen-
alty in the first extra period and
beat the host Dallas Stars 3-2 in
Game 1 of the Western Conference
Final on Thursday night.

The Stars were 0 for 3 on power

plays in regulation, then couldn’t
capitalize on four minutes with a
man advantage after a high-stick
penalty against McDavid in the
opening seconds of the first over-
time that wasn’t called until a re-
play review on the next stoppage of
play,

Leon Draisaitl extended his
playoff-opening points streak to 13
games with a goal, and Zach Hy-
manhad agoaland an assist forthe
Oilers. Stuart Skinner stopped 31
shots, three nights after the Oilers
wrapped up their second-round se-
ries with a Game 7 victory on the
road at Edmonton.

The Stars have lost Game 1 in
theirlast seven playoff series.

latimes.com/sports
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TELEVISION
REVIEW

Typical
Shane
(llis in
“Tires’

Netflix sitcom, set in
an auto repair shop, is
filled with the comic’s
style of crude jokes.

ROBERT LLOYD
TELEVISION CRITIC

I know that Shane Gillis
is a controversial comic —
not in the Lenny Bruce
sense, but because in 2019 he
was cast on “Saturday Night
Live” as a featured player
and fired from the show,
even before his first appear-
ance, when remarks sur-
faced that I've seen charac-
terized as “racist, homopho-
bic and misogynist.” I don’t
know what those remarks
were or in what context they
were offered, but my guess is
that they were supposed to
be funny. And this February
he returned to the show as a
guest host.

Gillis is now the star and
co-creator (with Steve Ger-
ben, who co-stars, and Mec-
Keever, who directs) of
“Tires,” a six-episode Netflix
comedy that has already
been renewed for a second
season. This isn’t particu-
larly surprising, given that
1) Gillis is popular, if not
popular with everyone — un-
popular performers don’t
host “SNL”; 2) this is a rela-
tively cheap show, shot al-
most entirely on a single lo-
cation; and 3) Netflix, in its
drive to destroy the rest of
television, wants to capture
every possible audience.

The comedian already
has a Netflix stand-up spe-
cial, last year’s “Beautiful
Dogs,” which I haven't
watched. As in a courtroom
where certain evidence may
be excluded as prejudicial, it
seemed fair to treat “Tires”
blind, on its own merits, or
lack of same.

It’s aslight show, setinan
auto repair shop, incompe-
tently managed by Will (Ger-
ben), one of several owned
by his father. Gillis plays
Shane, his cousin, an em-
ployee whose day is almost
entirely devoted to teasing,
humiliating and undermin-

[See ‘Tires, E3]

g

Netflix

SHANE Gillis helps in-
eptly operate an auto
repair shop with his
cousin in “Tires.”

THEATER REVIEW

CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times

“WHEN I took the job, they said it wasn’t meant to be the Tim Allen show. It was meant to be our
show,” Patricia Richardson says about “Home Improvement,” one of the 1990s’ biggest sitcoms.

PROUD OF THE
‘HOME’ SHE BUILT

Patricia Richardson on the series she and Tim Allen made a hit

he “Home Improve-
ment” pilot was in cri-

SIS.

As rehearsals got

By Ashley Spencer

on the

underway

would-be ABC sitcom

in 1991, it became ap-
parent that the central tension be-
tween Tim Allen and Frances Fisher,
who had been cast as Jill Taylor, the
wife of Allen’s character, Tim Taylor,
was all wrong.

The show had been built around 37-
year-old Allen’s particular brand of
machismo stand-up comedy and, op-
posite his grunts and jabs, Fisher’s
comebacks were sounding more like
pleas. A test audience watched a run-
through of their battle-of-the-sexes

THE 1999 PROJECT

All year we’ll be marking
the 25th anniversary of
pop culture milestones that
remade the world as we
knew it then and created
the world we live in now.
latimes.com/1999

repartee in silence.

“Francesisavery good actress, and
her character was upset,” said “Home
Improvement” co-creator and execu-
tive producer Carmen Finestra. “But
the audience was thinking, ‘This guyis
a brute.” You’re not going to feel very
sympathetic toward the male charac-
terif you feel like he’s abusive.”

Enter Patricia Richardson. The 40-
year-old actress was under contract
with Disney — which co-produced
“Home Improvement” under its for-
mer Touchstone Television banner —
on a different pilot, and the executives
suggested trying her in the role in-
stead. Armed with a stash of withering
glares, a no-nonsense Texas twang
and a gift for physical comedy, Rich-
ardson stood toe-to-toe with Allen

[See Richardson, E6]

Rejoinders are on point in brilliant chat fest

The joy is in the play
of ideas in A Noise
Within’s sparkling
‘Misalliance’ revival.

CHARLES McNULTY
THEATER CRITIC

Characters are never at a
loss for words in the plays of
George Bernard Shaw. What
the French call “esprit de
lescalier,” or staircase wit,
to refer to those moments
when the perfect rejoinderis
thought of only after it’s too
late, is not an experience
that commonly afflicts his
hyper-articulate crew.

Shaw’s “Misalliance,”
now in revival at A Noise

Within in Pasadena, offers
the pleasures of brilliant
chat. It’s a wordy play, run-
ning close to three hours.
The plot, which includes the
crash landing of an airplane
and an armed intruder out
to settle a family score, is
nearly all talk.

Shaw originally subtitled
his play “A Debate in One
Sitting.” Recognizing the
length of the proceedings,
he added an author’s note
saying that the curtain
would be lowered twice for
the audience’s convenience.
There’s only one intermis-
sion at A Noise Within, but
the sparkling conversation
keeps the play galloping
apace.

“Misalliance” may not be

[See ‘Misalliance,” E2Q]

JOSEY Montana McCoy, Deborah Strang, Riley Shanahan, Frederick Stuart,
Peter Van Norden star in the staging of George Bernard Shaw’s “Misalliance.”

CRAIG SCHWARTZ

PARRISH LEWIS Netflix

“YOU People” was one of
Netflix’s top films in
2023, especially among
households of color.

Viewers
tune 1n
to see
diversity

Women, people of
color were key to

streaming film hits,
UCLA report finds.

By JOsH ROTTENBERG

Amid today’s heated
streaming wars, it appears
diversity is the secret weap-
on. Women and people of col-
or played a pivotal role in
driving ratings for stream-
ing filmsin 2023, even as they
continued to face relatively
limited opportunities and
resources behind the cam-
era, according to the second
part of a UCLA Hollywood
Diversity Report released
Thursday.

The report, which exam-
ined the 100 highest-rated
English-language scripted
films released last year on
major streaming services,
found that women repre-
sented the majority of view-
ers for nine of the top 10
streaming releases and 17 of
the top 20. Similarly, house-
holds of color were overrep-
resented as viewers for nine
of the top 10 and 18 of the top
20 streaming films, includ-
ing Netflix hits like Jennifer
Lopez’s revenge thriller
“The Mother” and the Kenya
Barris-directed romantic
comedy “You People.”

The findings echo the
first part of UCLA’s diversity
report, released in March,
which found that women
and people of color also
drove the biggest box office
winners of 2023 even as they
continued to remain under-
represented in the film in-
dustry.

“2023 clearly shows that
diversity in film makes good
business sense at home and
in the theaters,” Darnell
Hunt, UCLA’s executive vice
chancellor and provost, said
in a statement accompany-
ing its release. “Diversity
isn’t an impediment. It’s a
draw.”

The UCLA study found
that the streaming land-
scape as a whole experi-
enced a contraction last
year, with the number of
English-language films
dropping by 28.6%, from 161
in 2022 to 115 in 2023, as stu-
dios scaled back projects
and budgets in the post-
pandemic era amid looming
strikes.

Despite these cutbacks,
the findings underscore the
importance of diversity in
attracting audiences, with
films featuring diverse casts
and crews, like Netflix’s Jen-

[See UCLA, E2]

‘Kairos’ wins
Booker Prize
German author Jenny
Erpenbeck’s tale of a
tangled affair takes
home international
award for fiction. E2

Good-natured
look at legends

A new Beach Boys
documentary focuses
on the band’s love
rather than family
squabbles. Review, E3
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A tale of

tangled love
affair wins
Booker Prize

Jenny Erpenbeck is
first German to garner
international award
since it began in 2016.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — German au-
thor Jenny Erpenbeck and
translator Michael Hof-
mann have won the Interna-
tional Booker Prize for fic-
tion for “Kairos,” the story of
a tangled love affair during
the final years of East Ger-
many’s existence.

Erpenbeck said she
hoped that the book —
whose win was announced
Tuesday — would help read-
ers learn that there was
more to life in the now-van-
ished Communist country
than depicted in “The Lives
of Others,” the Academy
Award-winning 2006 film
about pervasive state sur-
veillance in the 1980s.

“The only thing that
everybody knows is that
they had a wall, they were
terrorizing everyone with
the Stasi [secret police] and
that’s it,” she said. “That is
not all thereis.”

“Kairos” traces an affair
from utopian beginning to
bitter end and draws paral-
lels between personal lives
and the life of the state.

The book beat five other
finalists, chosen from 149
submitted novels, for the
prize, which recognizes fic-
tion from around the world
that has been translated
into English and published
inthe U.K. or Ireland.

The $64,000 prize is di-
vided between author and
translator.

Canadian broadcaster
Eleanor Wachtel, who
chaired the five-member
judging panel, said Erpen-
beck’s novel about the rela-
tionship between a student
and an older writer is “a

VALENTING

JENNY ERPENBECK displays copy of her prize-
translator was also honored.

39

winning book. “Kairos

richly textured evocation
of a tormented love affair,
the entanglement of per-
sonal and national transfor-
mations.”

It’s set in the dying days
of the German Democratic
Republic, leading up to the
fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989. Erpenbeck, 57, was
born and raised in East
Berlin, which was part of
East Germany (the GDR)
until the country disap-
peared with German reuni-
fication in 1990.

“Like the GDR, [the
book] starts with optimism
and trust, then unravels so
badly,” Wachtel said.

She added that Hof-
mann’s translation captures
the “eloquence and eccen-
tricities” of Erpenbeck’s
prose.

The International Book-
er Prize is awarded every
year. It is run alongside the
Booker Prize for English-
language fiction, which will
be handed out in the fall.

Last year’s winner was
another novel about com-
munism and its legacy in
Europe, “Time Shelter” by
Bulgarian writer Georgi
Gospodinov and translated
by Angela Rodel.

The prize was set up to
boost the profile of fiction in
other languages, which ac-
counts for only a small share
of books published in Brit-
ain, and to salute the under-
appreciated work of literary
translators.

Erpenbeck is the first
German winner of the Inter-
national Booker Prize, and
Hofmann is the first male
translator to win since the
prize launched in its current
form in 2016.

He said he felt his style
complemented that of the
author. “I think she is a
tighter and more method-
ical writer than I would be,”
he said, and the English-lan-
guage book is “a mixture of
her order and my chaos.”

ALBERTO PEZZALI Associated Press

CRAIG SCHWARTZ

FREDERICK STUART plays Lord Summerhays to Erika Soto’s Hypatia in A
Noise Within’s revival of George Bernard Shaw’s “Misalliance” in Pasadena.

Joy’s in play of
words 1n staging
of ‘Misalliance’

[‘Misalliance,” from Ei]
the finest of Shaw’s disquisi-
tional dramas. “Heartbreak
House: A Fantasia in the
Russian Manner on English
Themes,” an argumentative
state-of-the-nation play
with eccentrically drawn
characters of Chekhovian
complexity, represents the
pinnacle of the playwright’s
achievement in this genre.

Shaw was still working
out in “Misalliance” the mu-
sical structure he would per-
fect in “Heartbreak House.”
Social issues are taken up
and then allowed to recede,
returning like themes in a
symphony without concern
for resolution. The joy is in
the play of ideas, the eternal
back and forth of opposing
viewpoints, the variation of
intellectual motifs in a re-
curring pattern.

The play concerns the
relationship of parents and
children. Shaw’s focus is on
the education of the younger
generation, not for social or
professional prestige but for
human fulfillment and the
enrichment of society.

The conflict between the
young and the old is ex-

‘Misalliance’

Where: A Noise Within,
3352 E Foothill Blvd.,
Pasadena

When: 7:30 p.m.
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays,
2 and 8 p.m. Saturdays, 2
p.m. Sundays. Ends June 9
Cost: Start at $29

Info: anoisewithin.org or
(626) 356-3100

Running time: 2 hours,

55 minutes (including
intermission)

plored in the context of so-
cial class. The aristocracy,
the moneyed middle class
and the working poor are set
side by side to see which
might have the genera-
tional advantage.
Playwriting for Shaw
served as a kind of politi-
cal blog, a repository for his
wide-ranging thinking, gen-
erously distributed among a
cross-section of characters.
This might sound dry but
it’s actually scintillatingly
entertaining, thanks to

Shaw’s keen intelligence,
verbal virtuosity and spry
theatrical instincts.

“Misalliance,” as the title
suggests, revolves around
the question of marriage.
This disputatious sociopo-
litical drama is cunningly
packaged as a romantic
comedy.

At stake in the plot is
the future happiness of Hy-
patia (Erika Soto), the free-
thinking daughter of
wealthy underwear manu-
facturer John Tarleton (Pe-
ter Van Norden). She’s en-
gaged to Bentley Summer-
hays (Josey Montana Mec-
Coy), the effete son of Lord
Summerhays (Frederick
Stuart), a former governor
of a British colony.

But she isn’t sure that
Bentley’s aristocratic re-
finements are enough for
her. She appreciates his
brain but would like more
brawn. More than anything,
she wants to live her life as
“an active verb” and not as
a prisoner of respectable
morality.

This longing is an-
swered when Joseph Perci-
val (Dan Lin) makes an
emergency airplane landing
that shatters the Tarle-
tons’ greenhouse. His pas-
senger, Lina Szczepan-
owska (Trisha Miller), a Pol-
ish acrobat in disguise as a
man, saves the day with her
quick action and no-non-
sense fearlessness.

As all the men fall madly
under the spell of the auda-
ciously heroic Lina, Hypatia
decides that Joey, the man

who just fell out of the sky,
is meant to sweep her off
her feet. So what if he’s an
old friend of her fiancé’s.
About that gun-toting in-
truder (played by Joshua
Bitton), not to worry — the
fabulously athletic Lina
has him covered.

The play takes place at
the Tarletons’ elegant home
in Surrey, handsomely imag-
ined by scenic designer An-
gela Balogh Calin. The is-
sues of “Misalliance” haven’t
expired, but the milieu and
period of the play must be
respected, and on this score
especially, Guillermo Cien-
fuegos’ staging succeeds. I
drove to Pasadena but felt
transported to Edwardian
England.

The production opens
on a somewhat cartoonish
note. Riley Shanahan as the
square businessman son of
Mr. Tarleton, and McCoy
as the exasperatingly “over-
bred” Bunny (Bentley’s
nickname) overplay their
difference to vivid comic ef-
fect but at the expense of
subtlety. (Shaw’s comedy
works best when actors play
their humorous roles as
straight as possible.)

But the revival finds its
groove once the veteran ac-
tors take over. Van Norden, a
dab hand with Shakespeare,
is a natural for Shaw. Debo-
rah Strang as Mrs. Tarleton
perfectly balances the char-
acter’s conscience and con-
ventionality. Stuart imbues
Lord Summerhays with
somber suavity.

All three parents are
dogged by misgivings and
regrets about their children.
On the topic of his relation-
ship with his sons, Lord
Summerhays confesses to
“a sort of remorse about
the way we shake hands.”
It’s the kind of majestically
phrased remark that natu-
rally occurs in Shaw’s dia-
logue and shifts the play’s
emotional weather.

Soto, a winning Beatrice
in Cienfuegos’ production
last year of “Much Ado
About Nothing” at A Noise
Within, is excellent here.
Her Hypatia, the spoiled in-
genue-turned-rebel, is wild
and wayward yet fighting a
worthy fight. “Men like con-
ventions because men made
them,” she declares with
frustrated sanity, making
clear she won’t uphold what
crushes her freedom.

Miller’s glorious Lina, a
woman who rejects bour-
geois propriety as beneath
her, is one of Shaw’s great
comic creations. She chal-
lenges the other characters
even more robustly than Hy-
patia to step out of their
minds and into their bodies,
prescribing physical exer-
cise as a remedy for lives
oversaturated with words.

Lina provides the truest
example in the play of how
to live independently, with
courage and heart. She’s
an emissary from another
world, a mismatch with
the characters of “Misalli-
ance” and all the more ap-
preciated for showing them
an alternative they never
dreamed existed.

Women, POC drive streaming films’ ratings

[UCLA, from Ei]

nifer Aniston-Adam Sandler
comedy “Murder Mystery 2,”
drawing higher engagement
and ratings.

Ana-Christina Ramon,
director of UCLA’s Enter-
tainment and Media Re-
search Initiative and co-
founder of the report with
Hunt, noted that diverse
content has particularly

strong appeal to younger au-
diences, who have become
more accustomed to seeing
themselves represented in
animated films and on social
media. “This is how you keep
subscribers: Give them what
they respond to and clearly
want to see,” said Ramon.
For the first time in the
report’s 1l-year history, ac-
tors of color reached propor-
tionate representation in
starring roles for streaming
films, making up 45% oflead

_ roles — a significant in-
. & NOTAFRAID crease from 33.3% in 2022. i )
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TELEVISION REVIEW

Sentiment wins out over band squabbles

Disney+ documentary
‘The Beach Boys’ puts
emphasis on the love

among band members.

ROBERT LLOYD
TELEVISION CRITIC

I will (almost) always
watch a film about the
Beach Boys — the latest, ti-
tled simply “The Beach
Boys,” premieres Friday on
Disney+ — not just for the
part they played in Ameri-
canmusical and cultural his-
tory but for the part they
played in my own. From 1966
to 1969 my father worked for
the band, in the capacity of a
tour promoter; that these
were their years of lesser
popularity, as rock got heavy
and dour and jammy, meant
that this relationship gave
me no cachet with my peers.
But it wasinteresting to me.

I saw them play, in
striped shirts, white suits,
colorful velours and out of
costume, at the Hollywood
Bowl, when the kids still
screamed during their
shows; at the Melodyland
theater-in-the-round across
from Disneyland, when they
seemingly couldn’t get
booked any closer to L.A.;
and at the Whisky A Go Go,
when “Sunflower” was re-
leased. I saw Dennis Wilson
drag race; his Shelby Cobra
rolled over my toe as it was
being pushed to the starting
line, but as much of the
weight had been stripped
out of the car, no damage
was done. Bruce Johnston
introduced me to Eric Clap-
ton at a Blind Faith concert.
(“This is Eric,” he said.
“Hello,” I said.) I rode for a
minutein a carwith Carl Wil-
son and his parents.

Michael Ochs Archives/ Getty Images

THE BEACH BOYS circa1964: Dennis Wilson, left, Al Jardine, Carl Wilson, Brian Wilson and Mike Love.
The new Disney+ documentary uses new interview footage and lots of archival material to tell band’s story.

I knew them as much as
any child knows a parent’s
business associates, whichis
to say, not at all really, but
they were familiar charac-
ters, as were the support
staff in the office, the studio
and the road. They came to-
gether in stray bits of news
and gossip, coalescing into a
pantheon that floated about
my life. The Maharishi, with
whom the band briefly
toured, gave my dad his
mantra. And there was
Charles Manson, of course,
the ineradicable dark blot in
any telling of this tale, who
attached himself to Dennis
looking for pop stardom. My

“I1res’ spins out
typical Shane
Gaillis material

[“Tires,” from E1]

ing Will. Aswe begin, Will has
mistakenly ordered 500
tires, which he tries to miti-
gate by noting that he got a
volume discount. Sending
them back does not seem an
option.

Also working at the ga-
rage are Kilah (Kilah Fox), a
receptionist, I guess, whose
job seems to be smoking
cigarettes and looking an-
noyed, and Cal (Chris
O’Connor), the only one of
them who might be employ-
able elsewhere. Stavros
Halkias plays the district
manager, who is frequently
on-site or on the phone; heis
a large, long-haired, un-
kempt thorn in their side.

Businessis down, ifit was
ever up — the possibility of
someone losing their posi-
tion or the shop itself being
shut down runs through the
season. They are bad at up-
selling customers, appar-
ently the backbone of the
auto repair business, but
one wonders how they have
any customers to upsell at
all, their service being worse
than nonexistent. Certainly
you would not take your car
there more than once.

Either to represent the
brand or to prove that there
is a place in the streaming
universe for “offensive” hu-
mor, Gillis and company du-
tifully push some buttons.
(The Netflix guide describes
“Tires” as “deadpan” and
“raunchy.”) We get, among
other things, “gay” as a pejo-
rative, Shane putting on a
bad Japanese accent, an
Italian slur, a joke about
Jewish noses, much talk of
breasts and bottoms (not
the terms employed here)
and a lot of sex jokes. (I was

going to write “crude sex
jokes,” but that felt redun-
dant.) As if to balance this,
nearly every woman in the
series — customers, most of
them — is smarter than the
men. (Cal, who would just
like to get on with his work,
excepted.)

One might say that these
are characters and do not
represent the personal
predilections of the writers
and actors, or that there are
people like this in the world
— presumably some are fans
of Gillis’ comedy — and so
the creators are just being,
you know, honest. Some of
them are clearly idiots. I'm
pretty sure we’re supposed
to regard Shane as a charm-
ing, even admirable fellow,
self-possessed, in control of
a situation (if to no positive
effect) in a way that Will, a
classic schlemiel, is not. And
yet Gillis’ best moments
are when he stops being a
jerk for a moment and be-
comes actually helpful or
thoughtful; he has a surpris-
ing softness. As a screen
presence, he’s not unappeal-
ing.

The quandary of what
constitutes ajoke and how to
take it is, of course, at the
heart of much professional
— and political — discourse
these days, and people are
always telling other people
that they just don’t get it, or
they’re being too sensitive or
not sensitive enough. I
wasn’t outraged — the hu-
mor, like the characters, is
too pointedly juvenile to
take that seriously. Still, I
didn’t laugh once. Humor is
funny that way.

The season has a happy
ending. It has to do with
those tires.

Netflix

“TIRES” CO-CREATORS Shane Gillis, left, and
Steve Gerben star in the Netflix sitcom, which is set
in an incompetently managed auto repair shop.

father had moved on by the
time of the Tate-La Bianca
murders, but as he had once
thrown Charlie out of the of-
fice — that was a moment in
our house.

Directed by Frank Mar-
shall (“Rather”) and Thom
Zimny (whose documentary
“Elvis Presley: The Search-
er” is one of the best films
about Elvis), it covers well-
traveled — oft-surfed? —ter-
ritory. Not even counting the
scores of online videos and
the all-star tributes, there’s
a wealth of full-blown films
about the band as a whole
and of Brian Wilson, the
foundation of their sound,

going back decades, includ-
ing three biopics: two for
television — the Dennis-
focused “Summer Dreams”
and “The Beach Boys: An
American Family” —and the
well-regarded  big-screen
Brian young-and-old movie
“Love and Mercy.”
It’sirresistible material, a
show business story and a
family drama, salted with
child abuse, drug addiction,
mental illness and recovery,
a war between art and com-
merce and an arc of success
and failure and success —
when “Endless Summer,” a
two-LP best-of package
went to No. 1onthe chartsin

1974, it catapulted the group
into permanent residency as
“America’s Band.” With its
range of good-time rock ’'n’
roll and ambitious, eccentric
art-pop, they’re at once a
band for everybody and a
band for geeks.

Running less than two
hours at a time when four-
hour rock docs are not un-
usual, this is a swift, com-
pact telling, with surpris-
ingly little in the way of mu-
sic and whole swaths of re-
cording history skated over.
But it looks fantastic, with a
wealth of archival photo-
graphs and home movies,
many of which are new to

me, even as a veteran of
these things. Apart from
new interview footage with
the survivors, in and around
theband, and the customary
pop musician testimonials,
not much if anything will be
new to the fans. What is new,
among Beach Boys docu-
mentaries, is the tone, which
does not linger on the sensa-
tional episodes and down-
plays the squabbling to em-
phasize the love.

For a group whose rela-
tions have been famously di-
visive, and whose story has
been marked by tragedy —
the early deaths of Dennis
and Carl are represented
only by a closing title card —
it’s essentially good-
natured, even sentimental.
(The film checks out early in
their ongoing, competitive
careers, before the Beach
Boys became Mike Love’s
band and Brian a solo artist,
and surprisingly omits their
50th-anniversary reunion
tour and final studio album,
the 2012 “That’s Why God
Made the Radio,” which is
not bad at all.) Everybody,
even problematic Wilson
dad Murry, gets their due. A
staged but genuinely sweet
closing scene may bring a
tear toyour eye.

Like the Beatles or the
Grateful Dead, the Beach
Boys are a perennial act
whose influence will long
outlive them. And eventu-
ally the idiosyncratic pop
music they made in the late
1960s — my years in their or-
bit, which is to say my Beach
Boys music — came to be
celebrated. Few bought
“Friends” when it came out
in 1968, but now you can lis-
ten to a four-part podcast in
which well-informed fans
take it apart, tenderly, track
by track, instrument by in-
strument, voice by voice.

BETH J. HARPAZ Associated Press

VISITORS wait to enter Elvis Presley’s Graceland in Memphis, Tenn., in 2020. Elvis Presley Enterprises said

«:

Wednesday that it’s conducting business as normal at the late singer’s “iconic home” and welcoming Elvis fans.

Riley Keough prevails in court
to stop auction of Graceland

Questions of fraud
remain open, but
Tennessee judge
blocks proposed sale.

BY ANGIE ORELLANA
HERNANDEZ

Elvis Presley’s grand-
daughter landed a partial
victory in court Wednesday
when a Tennessee judge up-
held a temporary injunction
blocking an auction and
foreclosure sale of the late
singer’s famed Graceland
mansion. Still to be decided
iswhether the note and deed
of trust in question are
fraudulent documents.

The ruling, confirmed by
The Times, came a day after
actor Riley Keough obtained
a temporary restraining or-
der against the sale of the
Memphis property by Naus-
sany Investments & Private
Lending LLC, which she al-
leged in a lawsuit might not
even be a “real entity.”

The sale had been sched-
uled for Thursday. Naussany
Investments did not im-
mediately respond Wednes-
day to a request for com-
ment sent to an email ad-
dress listed on court docu-
ments.

Keough’s lawsuit, which
was reviewed by The Times,
said Naussany Investments
presented documents to the
estate via the Los Angeles
County Superior Court in
September. Those docu-

ments alleged that Lisa
Marie Presley, Keough’s late
mother, had borrowed
$3.8 million from the com-
pany and “gave a deed of
trust encumbering Grace-
land as security.”

The “Daisy Jones & the
Six” star denied the claims,
calling the documents
“fraudulent” and “forgeries”
in herlawsuit.

“Lisa Marie Presley never
borrowed money from Naus-
sany Investments and never
gave a deed of trust to Naus-
sany Investments,” the law-
suit read.

The deed of trust pre-
sented by the company was
“purportedly acknowl-
edged” by Florida notary
Kimberly L. Philbrick; How-
ever, Philbrick submitted an
affidavit stating she had no
role in the matter.

“I have never met Lisa
Marie Presley, nor have I
ever notarized a document
signed by Lisa Marie Pres-
ley,” Philbrick’s affidavit
read. “I do not know why my
signature appears on this
document.”

Tennessee’s Shelby
County Register of Deeds
said Tuesday that it did not
have any filed documents re-
lating to a Graceland deed,
according to broadcast out-
let WREG Memphis, but a
copy of a deed was attached
in Keough’s lawsuit.

Prior to Wednesday’s
court hearing, a representa-
tive for Naussany Invest-
ments submitted a filing
asking to continue the litiga-

EVAN AGOSTINI Invision / AP
RILEY KEOUGH,
granddaughter of Elvis
Presley, is now the sole
trustee of his estate.

tion, the New York Times re-
ported. Chancellor JoeDae
Jenkins moved forward with
the case, citing a lack of ap-
pearance by Naussany In-
vestments representatives
at the recent hearing and a
need for additional evidence
from Keough'’s lawyers.

It was unclear when the
next hearing in the case
would be held.

Hours after the court
ruled, a person purporting
to be a Naussany Invest-
ments representative sub-
mitted a statement that said
the company intended to
drop its claims on Grace-
land, according to the Asso-
ciated Press, which was not
able toimmediately find new
legalfilingsin online records.

Naussany Investments
couldn’t be verified as a Mis-
souri-based business by
CNN, despite the outlet hav-

ing court documents that
gave the firm’s location as
being in Kimberling City.

Elvis Presley Enter-
prises, which manages the
Presley estate, told The
Times in a statement
Wednesday that it is con-
ducting business as normal.

“As the court has now
made clear, there was no va-
lidity to the claims,” the
statement read. “There will
be no foreclosure. Grace-
land will continue to operate
asithasforthe past42years,
ensuring that Elvis fans
from around the world can
continue to have a best in
class experience when visit-
inghisiconic home.”

Keough was formally
named the sole trustee ofher
mother’s estate — and, by
extension, Elvis’ estate — in
November after settling a le-
gal dispute with her grand-
mother Priscilla Presley,
Elvis’ widow.

Priscilla Presley had
challenged her daughter’s
will after the singer-song-
writer’s death last January
at age 54, questioning the
“the authenticity and validi-
ty” of a 2016 amendment that
named Keough and her
brother, Benjamin Keough,
as heirs to her estate. Ben-
jamin Keough died in 2020 at
age 27.

The family came to an
agreement last May that
gave Priscilla Presley burial
rights at Graceland, a $1-mil-
lion lump-sum payment and
an advisory role relating to
Elvis Presley Enterprises.



E4 rripay, MAY 24, 2024

Slos Anaeles Times

LATIMES.COM/CALENDAR

COMICS

LA CUCARACHA By Lalo Alcaraz

PICKLES By Brian Crane

$i| oH.FLOR, WE SHOULDNT
&3 EOCUS ON HOW LONG

)\ JEACHER VERO? | SCHOOL IS. WE SHOULD
Mool eout  |i| .THINK OF THE GOOD BECoNDS.
FOR THE SUMMER? gg TH‘NG& \gﬂ-géRNED

* lokav.1cuess \ @
|| YOU'RE RIGHT.

UR-OW, T HAPPENED
AGMN DIDNT 7

YOy DIED OF
BOREDOM,

TD BETTER GO
HAVE SOME
FUN BEFORE 1T
\ GETS ME, TOO!

WHOA, GRAMPA! THIS? | WAS SHE LOOKS A LOT
WHAT HAPPENED ATTACKED BY A SCARIER WHEN SHE
HUGE,\ ATTALKS,

1cons

TO YOUR ARM7?!

CANDORVILLE By Darrin Bell

ACCORDING TO ZENO'®

PARAPOX, YOU AND |

WouLP BE IMMORTAL, }
ROSENCRANTZ.

IF LIFE 18 A JOURNEY
TOWARD PEATH, THEN TO
ARRIVE AT THAT DESTINATION
WE'D FIRST HAVE TO
TRAVEL HALF A LIFE.
THEN WALF OUR
REMAINING
LIFE, AND
50 ON;

INFINITELY,

FOREVER.  Riihe

y\

BUT YOURE
OVERLOOKING
ONE CRUCIAL
FLAW IN THAT
THEORY.

4024 Dieerin Bal disl. by King Fealires Syedicae

BUY CANDORVILLE
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LOOSE PARTS By Dave Blazek

Follow that car! And whatever you do, don’t let them
see you in the rearview mirror!

TURNS OUT
VAMPIRES
MAKE GREAT
CAB DRIVERS

1 HEAR YOURE HAVING YEAH, THINGS AREN'T THE T T TusTwANT
TROVBLE WITH THE EX. | SAME. NOTHING SEEMSTO |, TO BE GIVEN |
< | BE WORKING ANYMORE. TM THE BIRP

THINKING ABOUT STOPPING
ALL INTERACTION.

AGAIN.

CLAUDE BARLOW'S MUSIC | HE WAS THE FIRST TO
DIDN'T JUSTPUSHTHE | | | INTRODUCE THE PAN FLUTE
ENVELOPE... HE PUSHED THE | £ | INTO A HEAVE METAL BAND.

(WOODEN PACKING CRATE!

LIO By Mark Tatulli
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IF kol THINK SCHOOL IS
HARD. TRY IMPRESSING
A CAT

FINAL! ¢
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I'D LIKE TO SCHEPULE
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SIX CHIX By Maritsa Patrinos

MAREY, T KNOW (TS5
TEMPnN@ To SPREAD
TUIL GOSSIR.,

PSST! HEY ToMML.,
CAN MoU KEEP

MACANUDO By Liniers

? THERE SHOULD BE
MYSTERY IN ART

ART IN MYSTERY

0)
BECAUSE YoU'LL FIND J

YOUR EMAIL SAID YOU WANT L]
TO BOL‘JéTA LARGE BLJ51N555

WELL, WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE
ENTREE..BEEF, CHICKEN
1, OR Flsk? -

His NIECE ON
His FX-WIFES
2\DE!

30 Yol SEE WHY SHE
: DISLIKES You 0 MUCHT

DID You KNow THAT
LOVISE 1S
ReloiT's
NIECET

BIZARRO By Wayno and Piraro

The ¢un’s out! W :
[’ going to
take a ap on
I the ¢idewalk.

e - it

.& BiZARRO.COM e
(EX2014 BIARED STUmos

DRABBLE By Kevin Fagan

AS FAR AS T CAN TELL,
GROWNUPS DON'T
Do HeMEWpEE . &
S0 T/ PREPARING g'g
FoR My FUTURE BY i
NoT DoING MINE. :é
£
i
| SHOULDN'T THEY WON'T HURT | | 1 ToLD You, YOU'RE JUST | [THEY TASTE Y YOU REALLY THINK
HAVE TO EAT YOU. THEY'RE | | THEY TASTE TRYING TO | | LKE BUGS YOU CAN GROS5
GRAPES WITH LIKE BUGS. L, GROSS ME | [WITH EXO- OUT A 5CHOOL
2 OUT. | | SKELETONS, IANITOR?

PRINK, BUT
SN Ll CAN'T
CONMT o A
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- ““‘ e
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PHET. B AMDRERG IEHEEL BAROWRTION
GOUCIACS  COM MONEEGUITUR

‘Nlt‘)’sm WILEY T LD 5 -2

IFONE WADTO POP, WY DID I T UAVE TO BE IN THE
| EXACTCENTER OF THEARCH 7! oW COULD (T HAUE

‘{OU COULD’UE
BALLDON6
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i Aquo f l:'ll ’
- SHE CALLS |
i II THAT 'r’ I-I
| DINNER.::. '

) mutts,com'g-zﬁ-'

BESIDES, I KNEW
[T WAS GETTING
NEAR SUPPERTIME

THAT WAS A 600D

CALL YOU MADE EVEN

THOUGH 1T COST
YOU THE MATCH

THAT'S THE ONLY WA
TO PLAY THE GAME
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Solutions to Thursday’s puzzles

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
(or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

KENKEN

Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.

EASY CHALLENGING PREVIOUS
4+ 24X 3 1- 11+ |3+ 144X |2+ ANSWERS
H 3 F I =
: : 2[4 1]3
H 3+ 2 i B3
— X 2 5 [ 412
. N < [
: = - 90X = 1213|112 4
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§ . t 142131
24X 3— 4+ a 2+ 1- '5 mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
3 = o =
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©2024 KenKen Puzze, LLC www.kenken.com ©2024 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com Lmz!igusm _‘g_, 6
5/24/24

HOROSCOPE

By HOoLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19):
You have natural ability and
a charisma that draws peo-
ple in, but they are not the
foundation of your success.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): You're in a labyrinth of
sorts. Remember the truth:
this thing is just made of
shrubs. At any point, you
could get through them if
you had to.

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
Fear is as normal a part of
the human experiences as is
having thumbs. Thumbs
don’t define you. Fear
shouldn’t either.

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
People who say they are
funny often aren’t. The proof
is in the embodiment of a
thing. You’ll be amused at
what you embody today.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
You’ll get a compliment and
other validating signals that
youre on the right track.
Stay focused on improving.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
People trust you. This is why
you have enough informa-
tion to sink your associates
or loved ones. Just know, it
would hurt less to slip with
your feet than your mouth.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
You are performing at a high
level, but you can’t feel it be-
cause being inside you feels
about the same as it has all
along this process.

Scorpio (Oct.24-Nov.21):
Your time is better spent
solving a number of prob-
lems instead of trying to
make one thing perfect.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Today you’'ll end up
throwing something you
thought you knew out the
window. This is, ultimately,
where some knowledge be-
longs — jettisoned.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Even as a director you
can’t always control the di-
rection the scene takes, but
it can be influenced, nudged
along to excellent effect.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.

18): A quest is in order, but
what’s the aim? One quest
always worthy is to become
masterful at reading people.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): Wisdom sticks around
and waits for you to be ma-
ture enough to understand
its meaning.

Today’s birthday (May
24): This solar return cele-
brates love in many forms.
Family, friends, romance,
causes, animals ... the beau-
tiful quality attention you
give makes every relation-
ship better. There’s a sharp
turn in the professional
realm and you’ll shine under
new management. More
highlights: lush scenery, the
chance at a prize known by
few in the world, and a series
of savvy, game-changing
moves. Virgo and Scorpio
adore you. Your lucky num-
bers: 7,20, 14 and 16.

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.

CROSSWORD

Edited By Patti Varol
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ACROSS

1 Home of S.D. and the
O.C.

6 Cardinals gp.

9 Hall of Famer Piazza
who caught the
ceremonial last pitch at
Shea Stadium

13 _ myrtle

14 MSN rival

15 Country with one of the
highest life expectancies
in the world

16 Dried poblano

17 Stellar essay?

19 Zero-stress period

21 Cyberhandle

22 Modest proposal?

24 “Never gonna happen,
laddie!”

27 Pt. of 61-Across

28 Use a straw

29 Go around

31 Spotter’s confirmation

34 “Can do!”

35 Compliment a nice
thatching job?

39 Eldest Brady boy

40 Sea salt

41 Hit Ctrl+R, say

44 Little gripe

45 Fig. on a mountaintop
sign

48 Waste watchers org.

49 June celebrant’s social
media posts?

53 Harangue

55 Singer-songwriter Billie

56 Comparison shop at
BevMo?

59 Martini’s vermouth
partner

60 Tackle box supply

61 Pre-Sierra Mac platform

62 Subsequently

63 Refuse

64 Satisfied, as
expectations

65 Turn on

DOWN

1 Rapscallions

2 Like Scrooge

3 Flora that’s tricky to
transplant

4 Garden pest eaten by
hoverfly larva

5 2022 World Cup Golden
Ball winner

6 Power __

© 2024 Tribune Content Agency

8 9 10 |11 12

52

56

60

63

7 Rome landmark

8 Writer Mario Vargas __

9 Christmas trio

10 Big little tech release of
2005

11 Actor Penn

12 Turn off

15 Dried meat snack

18 Balkan native

20 Native Ohioans

23 L'escrime equipment

25 “Never gonna happen,
bud”

26 Repair shop fig.

30 “__ Things”: Oscar-
winning Lanthimos film

31 Who Othello declares “is
most honest”

32 “Give __ go!”

33 Yours, biblically

35 Get ready to cook

36 Many a wedding guest

37 Name in a Beethoven
title

38 Untaxed investment
options

39 Hurdle for ML.A.
hopefuls

42 -ski

43 Lure

45 Label founded by Clive
Davis

46 __ of two evils

47 Part of a summer camp
uniform

50 Kick to the curb, for one

51 Crowded

52 Like a kite

54 Totally gross

56 Deg. held by Wilson, but
no other U.S. president

57 Tuna tartare topper

58 Tel. no. addition

ANSWER TO
PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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BRIDGE

BY FRANK STEWART

This week’s deals have
treated the finesse, a basic
technique that is better
avoided since halfthe time it
will betray you. Declarers
should look for alternatives.

Look only at today’s
North-South cards. Plan
your play at four hearts
when West leads the five of
spades.

Declarer can take the ace
and finesse in trumps
(against either defender),
but if he misguesses, he is at
risk of losing a diamond and
two clubs as well.

South may do better if he
doesn’t try to guess the
queen of trumps. He takes
the A-K of spades, leads a di-
amond to the King, ruffs the
last spade, cashes the ace of
diamonds and exits with a

diamond.

East wins and leads a
fourth diamond, ruffed in
dummy. Declarer then leads
aclub to his queen, and West
wins and returns a club.
South takes the king and ex-
its with a club. With three
tricks left, dummy is left
with the K-J-10 of trumps,
and declarer has A-7-6. With
a defender to lead, South is
sure of the last three tricks
and 10 in all.

Youhold: 4743 vKJ104
¢ K73 &« K64. Your partner
opens one club, you bid one
heart and he raises to two
hearts. What do you say?

Answer: Game is barely
possible. Your partner
might hold a perfect min-
imumsuchas92,Q982,A2,
A QJ32,andifyoubid three
hearts to try for game, he
would go on. Still, partners
seldom have just the right

cards, and if your partner
holdsK82,AQ65,86,A732,
you can’t be sure of even nine
tricks. Pass.

South dealer
N-Svulnerable

NORTH

a743

vKJ104

¢ K73

s K64
WEST EAST
4 Q8652 aJ109
v 985 vQ3
*62 ¢QJ108
«A103 %J875

SOUTH

A AK

vAT62

¢ A954

Q92
SOUTH WEST  NORTH EAST
INT Pass 2% Pass
2v Pass 4e All Pass

Openinglead — & 5

Tribune Content Agency

ASK AMY

A farewell to columns

Dear Readers: After 21
years writing the “Ask Amy”
column, I'm announcing
that I'm leaving this space.
My final column will run at
the end of June.

I'mhealthy, happy and 64
years old. I've been wrestling
with this for over ayear.

When I was hired by the
Chicago Tribune to write an
advice column after Ann
Landers’ death, I was a mid-
dle-aged single mother. My
daughter, Emily, and I relo-
cated from our Washington,
D.C.,home to Chicago.

My welcome to Chicago
was to deliver a solo per-
formance of “T'ake Me Out to
the Ball Game” in front of
35,000 fans during the sev-
enth-inning stretch of a
Cubs game at Wrigley Field.

This turned out to be a
metaphor for my experience
writing this column: an exu-
berant and sometimes
nerve-racking effort of try-
ing to hit the right notes be-
fore a huge audience.

After several great years
in Chicago, Emily left for col-
lege and I moved to my tiny
hometown of Freeville, N.Y.,
(pop. 505), to spend time
with my sisters, aunts and
cousins, and to be with my
mother at the end of her life.

My experiences have mir-
rored those of many of my
readers. For me, these last
two decades have been

about the intensity and con-
sequences of love and loss.

After returning home, I
promptly tumbled into a
Hallmark Channel plotline,
when I fell in love with and
quickly married a man I've
known since childhood. We
then blundered into the
often awkward blending of
our five daughters.

I became a stepmother,
and then a grandmother, all
before Ibelieved I was ready.

Dayin, day out —overthe
last two decades — readers
have generously shared
their vulnerabilities about
many of our common experi-
ences. I'm grateful we've
been able to help each other.

I’'veburned through eight
laptops, opened bushels of
postal mail, written columns
in the car, on planes, on my
honeymoon and at my
mother’s bedside. I've also
written two books, a screen-
play and scores of essays.

Doing this work has sent
me into therapy. It has in-
spired me to explore the
teachings of world religions,
and to seek the insight of
thinkers like Joseph Camp-
bell and Carl Jung.

I've made mistakes, been
well pranked (at least twice,
that I know of) and learned
how to apologize, ask for for-
giveness and forgive others
for their mistakes. Inspired
by readers, I've worked hard

to mend fractured family re-
lationships and to be a bet-
ter friend.

Being an advice giver has
challenged me to be aware of
cultural, social and relation-
ship trends, and to appreci-
ate the quirks of human be-
havior.

When readers get frus-
trated by my lengthy an-
swers to sometimes petty
problems, they often sug-
gest that I should just tell
people to “get a life!” I think
that wrestling with our ques-
tions — from the quotidian
to the profound — is living.

For the next month, I'll
publish fresh columns and
rerun some favorites. Then
my fantasy is to drive an RV
cross-country, visiting peo-
ple I've met through this
work who challenged me
and tantalized readers with
their requests for advice.

In my hometown, I'm
opening a little lending li-
brary. You can find me on so-
cial media or through my
Asking Amy newsletter
(amydickinson.com)

I'm delighted to make
way for R. Eric Thomas,
whose “Asking Eric” will con-
tinue the engaging relation-
ship we’ve shared. Eric is
young, smart and a talented
advice giver, formerly of the
Dear Prudence column. You
can send your questions to
ericaskingeric.com.
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“Stop being a pushycat!”

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham
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FREE RANGE By Bill Whitehead
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“Why ‘crow’? Why not as the ‘seagull’ flies?”
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Why ‘Hollywood hates our show’

[Richardson, from FEi]
when she arrived two days
before filming was sched-
uled to begin.

“Pat made it the comedy
that we hoped it would be,”
Finestra said. “It was unbe-
lievable what she did. I
mean, it made the show
work.”

With Richardson as Jill,
“Home Improvement”
surged ahead to a series or-
der, and it soon became one
of the most popular sitcoms
of the 1990s — its third sea-
son was No. 1in the ratings,
toppling “Seinfeld,”
“Frasier” and “Roseanne.”
At its peak, an average of 34
million Americans tuned in
to the family comedy each
week.

“We were weirdly com-
pared to ‘Frasier, ” execu-
tive producer Elliot Shoen-
man said, “in that they were
the intellectual show, and we
were the everyday-people
show.”

From 1991 to 1999, audi-
ences watched the Taylors
raise their three sons (Zach-
ery Ty Bryan, Jonathan Tay-
lor Thomas and Taran Noah
Smith); laughed at Tim’s
mishaps on his cable show,
“Tool Time,” alongside his
more competent assistant,
Al (Richard Karn); and took
in the wisdom of the Taylors’
camera-shy neighbor, Wil-
son (Earl Hindman).

But at the heart of the se-
ries was the contentious yet
loving relationship between
Tim and Jill.

“WhenItookthejob, they
said it wasn’t meant to be
the Tim Allen show. It was
meant to be our show,” Rich-
ardson said in arecent inter-
view with The Times, noting,
“I've always said, I don’t
want to play the thankless
wife.”

FROM THEATER
TO TVSTARDOM

While the Taylors’ home
life was one of comforting fa-
miliarity, Richardson had a
nomadic childhood, thanks
to her father’s military ca-
reer. After a couple of stints
in Dallas, she returned a
third time to attend South-
ern Methodist University,
where she earned a degree in
theater. She worked at a lo-
cal dinner theater and saved
money to pay her way to New
York, where she spent more
thanadecade performingon
and off Broadway.

She’d never planned to
do TV or film, but when an
advertising executive ap-
proached her one night after
she’d performed an en-
semble role in “Gypsy,” she
soon booked TV ads for fab-
ric softener and diapers.

“Commercials paid for
the theater habit, which
didn’t pay at all,” Rich-
ardson said.

After relocating to Los
Angeles to shoot the Nor-
man Lear sitcom “Double
Trouble,” she and her then-
husband, actor Ray Baker,
made the move permanent
in the late 1980s, when she
landed lead roles on the
short-lived sitcoms “FM”
and “Eisenhower & Lutz.”

ABC had been desperate
to secure Richardson for
“Home Improvement” at the
eleventh hour. Richardson
waslesseager. She’d just giv-
en birth to twins a few
months earlier, and she had
another young son at home.
She didn’t feel ready to re-
turn to work at all and was
especially anxious because
the series “was so obviously
going to be an enormous
hit,” she said.

But the production of-
fered her accommodations,
including an extra dressing
room to put her twins’ cribs
in and a personal driver, so
that her nanny could take
the babies home early.

Still, the early weeks
shooting “Home Improve-
ment” were difficult. Allen —
who had been handpicked
by Disney after Michael Eis-
ner and Jeffrey Katzenberg
watched his “Men Are Pigs”
stand-up set — had never
acted professionally beyond
commercials. The produc-
ers often picked apart his
work, and while filming one
particularly emotional
scene in the first season,
Allen panicked when tears
began to well in Rich-
ardson’s eyes mid-take.

“Tim said, ‘We have to
stop the scene. Something’s
wrong with Pat,”” series
writer and co-executive pro-
ducer Rosalind Moore re-
called. “He thought she was
really upset. It never oc-
curred to him that some-
body could be so into a scene
that they would have a real
emotion.”

Eventually, the show
found its groove, and Allen
and Richardson began
meeting regularly with the
producers and writers after
the weekly read-throughs to
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PATRICIA RICHARDSON has kept busy on various TV projects, including star-
ring in Lifetime’s “Strong Medicine,” and says she’d be up for a dramedy.

give input on their charac-
ters and storylines. For
Richardson, it was the
chance to imbue Jill with
depth and humanity beyond
her quippy retorts to Tim’s
antics.

“Pat was the only woman
down on that set almost all
of the time, and I was very
often the only woman writer
in the room,” said Moore.
“When she was surrounded
by all that testosterone, she
would still hold her ground.
There were times when she
said, “You know what? I have
three kids. I wouldn’t say
this to my children.” And she
was always right. She always
made it better.”

But it wasn’t always an
easy battle: Richardson re-
membered one disagree-
ment with the male writers
over the way a scene had
been written for Jill. When
she told them it wasn’t how a
woman would react to the
circumstance at hand, one of
the men chided, “Pat, it’s not
like we don’t understand
women. We’re married to
them.”

As the show entered its
third season, Richardson
said she was able to renego-
tiate her contract to be guar-
anteed four Jill-centric epi-
sodes per season,aswellasa
profit share point, which
would give her a back-end
percentage of the series
earnings.

“I knew that residuals
just get less and less, and I
felt that I am going to end up
being a huge part of what-
ever this show is,” she said.
“It’s going to work because of
me almost as much as be-
cause of Tim.”

But despite her input
into shaping her character
and, occasionally, entire epi-
sodes of the series, Rich-
ardson said she was denied a
producer credit out of fear of
setting a precedent for other
actors. (Allen was an execu-
tive consultant in the first
season and became an exe-
cutive producer in the
sixth.)

Finestra, who was part of
Wind Dancer Productions
and co-produced the series
with Touchstone, did not re-
call any conversations
around whether Richardson
should get a producer credit
but said, “That could very
well have been a Disney deci-
sion.” (Disney Television
Studios declined to com-
ment.)

AsthecharacterofJillde-
veloped, Richardson re-
ceived Emmy nominations
for her work on Seasons 3, 5,
6 and 7. Allen had received a
Season 2 nod, and after his
team missed the deadline
for Emmys consideration for
Season 3, Disney put on an
elaborate spectacle the fol-
lowing year, complete with a
hot rod and the USC march-
ing band leading a parade to
present Allen’s nomination

ballot to the Television
Academy. But he never re-
ceived another Emmy nomi-
nation for playing Tim Tay-
lor.

“I think that parade
turned a lot of people off,”
Finestra said. “That just an-
noyed everybody in the
academy, so I think there
was some backlash to that.”

Andwhile Finestra didn’t
recall any palpable disap-
pointment from Allen over
his Emmy snubs, Rich-
ardson felt that there was
concernfromothersthat the
imbalance of recognition
might upset her co-star.

“Ithink everybody was al-
ways afraid of making him
feelbad,” she said.

Tomakeup forthe show’s
overall lack of critical ac-
claim — it ultimately won
seven Emmys during its run,
all for Donald A. Morgan’s
lighting direction — Fines-
tra created the “Homey
Awards,” an in-house talent
show where the cast and
crew of “Home Improve-
ment” could win every fic-
tional category. The honors
even came with a trophy
shaped like a giant screw.

“It looked like a penis, of
course,” Richardson said.

LEAVING ‘HOME
IMPROVEMENT”

While filming the show’s
eighth season in 1998, Rich-

ardson made it clear that it
would be herlast. She’d gone
through a divorce and
wanted to be more present
in her children’s lives. She
had extended her seven-
year “Home Improvement”
contract toinclude one more
season and negotiated addi-
tional profit points, but after
shooting more than 200 epi-
sodes, in her eyes, this was
the end of Jill Taylor.

“Itold everybody, there’s
not enough money in the
world to get me to do a ninth
year. This show is over. It
needs to end,” she recalled.

According to her, she and
Allen both agreed the series
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had runits course — the rat-
ings had dwindled and
Thomas, a fan favorite
among younger viewers, had
exited the series at the top of
the eighth season. Allen and
Richardson were increas-
ingly working with new di-
rectors who weren’t as famil-
iar with the show, and they
had to fight to keep the
storylines true to their char-
acters.

But with just a couple of
months left on the produc-
tion, Richardson said, a sur-
prise offer arrived: $1 million
per episode for her and
$2 million per episode for
Allen to return for a 25-epi-
sode ninth season. Per Rich-
ardson, Allen jumped at the
offer, but she held firm.

“All I really care about is
having enough money to live
on, get myKkidsto college and
leave them some. I don’t
need a plane. I don’t need a
boat,” she said.

Richardson came up
with a proposition she was
sure would be rejected. Ifthe
network would pay her
$2 million an episode and
give her an executive pro-
ducer credit — the same deal
they’d reportedly offered
Allen — she would stay.

“I knew that Disney
would in no way pay me that
much. That was my way to
say ‘no’ and was a little bit of
aflip-offto Disney,” she said.
“I’'d been there all this time,
and they never even paid me
athird of what Tim was mak-
ing, and I was working my
ass off. I was a big reason
why women were watching.”

As she expected, the deal
was shot down, and the pro-
ducers said they never con-
sidered continuing the se-
ries without Richardson.

“Some shows would have
had the mom die,” Finestra
said. “I don’t remember one
discussion where we said,
‘How can we keep this going
without Pat?’ It just couldn’t
have worked.”

Echoed Shoenman,
“Without her, it just didn’t
make any sense.”

When it was time to film
the three-part finale that
ended with the Taylors relo-
cating to Indiana for Jill to
pursue a new job, emotions
and tensions ran high off-
screen.

“I was mad at Tim be-
cause he was leaving me
alone being the only person
saying no, which made me
feel terrible and like the bad
guy,” she said, “and he was
upset with me forleaving.”

A representative for

Allen said he was not avail-
able to comment for this
story.
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TIM ALLEN and Richardson reunite in 2015 in a
scene from Allen’s ABC series “Last Man Standing.”
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CAST of “Home Improvement” in 1999, from left: Zachery Ty Bryan, Taran Noah
Smith, Richardson, Allen, Earl Hindman, Richard Karn and Debbe Dunning.

A COMPLICATED
RELATIONSHIP

In 2015, Richardson re-
united with Allen to film two
episodes of his follow-up
ABC series, “Last Man
Standing,” but it seems her
relationship with the come-
dianis complicated. She and
Allen do not keep in touch,
though she repeatedly
praised his talent and said
she “never stopped loving
working with him.”

The more notable strife
on the “Home Improve-
ment” set, Richardson said,
came from the difficulties of
having three young actors’
parents jockeying for equal
screen time and opportuni-
ties for their sons.

When Pamela Anderson,
who co-starred on the first
season of “Home Improve-
ment,” alleged in her 2023
memoir that Allen flashed
her on her first day on set,
Richardson was quick to de-
fend Allen, who has denied
the claim. Richardson, who
shares a publicist with Allen,
reiterated her stance in this
interview.

“Ijust cannot believe that
Tim did that. It’s just not in
him. It’s not like him,” she
said.

ASSESSING THE
SHOW’S LEGACY

After “Home Improve-
ment” ended, Richardson
went on to star as alead on
Lifetime’s medical drama
“Strong Medicine,” aswell as
several Hallmark and Life-
time films, and had arcs on
shows including “The West
Wing” and “Grey’s Anato-
my.”

While she said that prac-
tically “nobody gets hired in
their 70s if they’re female in
this business,” she’d next
love to find a single-camera
dramedy to flex her range of
skills.

In March, she made
headlines on the podcast
“Back to the Best,” which re-
visits entertainment from
the 1990s and 2000s, saying
she had zero interest in a
“Home Improvement” re-
boot. She noted that Bryan,
who played eldest son Brad,
is “now a felon,” and Thom-
as, who played middle son
Randy, is more interested in
directing and writing.

But even without a re-
boot, “Home Improvement”
hasn’t experienced the same
resurgence on streaming as
many of its ’90s contempora-
ries, like “Friends,” “Sein-
feld” and “The Nanny,”
which have found new Gen Z
viewers. “Home Improve-
ment,” which is streaming
on Hulu and Disney+, has
mostly remained in the
shadows.

“Hollywood hates our
show,” Richardson said.
“When they talk about what
the best shows of the ’90s
were, they will not give
‘Home Improvement’ cred-
it.”

She finds the internet
listicles that place fellow
family sitcom “Full House”
above “Home Improve-
ment” especially grating.

“My dread with ‘Home
Improvement’ was that it
was going to turn into ‘Full
House,” ” she said. “It was a
running thing, like, ‘Oh, are
we doing ‘Full House’ now?’
That was my insult for how
bad a script was.”

Richardson believes
there’s a particular reason
for the nostalgic oversight:
“I think it’s about Tim, and
it’s about his politics.” The
comedian haslongbeen out-
spoken about his conserva-
tive views and has faced
criticism for a string of con-
troversial comments, in-
cludinglikening the plight of
conservatives in Hollywood
to 1930s Germany and ask-
ing why he shouldn’t be al-
lowed to say the n-word.

“Of course, I don’t like his
politics,” said Richardson,
who has been vocal on social
media about her opposition
to conservative views and
former President Trump.

In March, ABC an-
nounced a new sitcom pilot
starring Allen, called “Shift-
ing Gears.” This time, his
characteris a widower.

ForRichardson,the most
important part of the
“Home Improvement” lega-
cy is the feedback she’s re-
ceived from viewers over the
decades. Many have written
to her detailing the comfort
the series brought them dur-
ing periods of grief or illness.
Others have relayed how
Jill's gumption impacted
their ownlives, including the
multiple women who told
her JillI’s decision to go to
graduate school on the show
inspired them to get their
own degrees.

“I'm really proud of what
it meant to our audience,”
Richardson said. “I don’t
care what anybody says, I'm
proud ofthe legacy.”



