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PEOPLE S PARLIAMENT. ALWAYS IN SESSION

507,297,288 votes cast
Infirstfive phases: ECI

59.82 pcturnoutrecorded
insixth phase, Bengal sees
highest turnoutwith78.19pc

" WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky.
Rain/thundershower with strong
surface wind very likely. Maximum
and Minimum Temperature most
likely be around 38°C and 30°C

FeSDeCtiVG[V- Anyalterationin number ofvotespolledisnotpossible, says poll panel STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE ™™
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RELATIVE HUMIDITY AGENCIES indian General Elec tions 2024 — nating voter turnout data

Max. 85% Min.54% i - _ -

TEMPERATURE NEW DELHI, 25 MAY vnter : I“— Tﬁ in the ll)fSt p.os31ble man An estimated 59.82 per

Max:37.0°C (+1.6) Min: 29.2°C (+2.3) f % ner, taking into account cent voter turnout was
. I . . " .

SUN RISES SUN SETS he Election Com- T“ rno “t -. | . { statutory considerations, recorded on Saturdayin the

04:53 hrs 18:14 hrs mission of Indiaon = 4, the ECsaid in a statement. sixth phase of voting in

MOON RISES MOON SETS Saturday said that = 5Seafs i It claimed that the whole Lok Sabha elections in 58

20:13 hrs 05:56 hrs they have decided  polled Phase 1 (Apr 19) exercise of the release of constituencies spread

to further expand the for- - 1 turnout data from the date across eight States and

102 66.14%

Phase 2 (Apr 26)

66.71%

Phase 3 (May 7)

Union Territories. The
pollingwasreported to be
by and large peaceful.

Of the 58 Lok Sabha
seats in the sixth phase, 14
werein Uttar Pradesh, 10in

of commencement of polls
on 19 April has been accu-
rate, consistent and in accor-
dance with election laws and
without any discrepancy
whatsoever. "The Com-

mat of the release of turnout
data to include the absolute
number of voters in every
parliamentary constituen- 88
cyasitannounced these fig-
ures for the five phases

A
Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik shows his
link-marked finger
after casting his

» Delhi registered 56.04 per cent turnout, Uttar
Pradesh 54.03, Jammu and Kashmir 53.38 per cent,

completed so far. 'votein mission hasinformed in the Haryana, eighteach in Bihar

“The Commission feels 93 65.68% Bhubaneswar. «Axi  public domainandalsoto | andWest Bengal, sevenin 2 Per the data.
duly strengthened by the Ph 4. Ww#  individualpolitical parties | Delhi,sixfromOdisha, four ~ » The fate of a total of 889 candidates was sealed
Supreme Court’s observa- ase 4 (May 13) = the detailed process of | in Jharkhand and one in  in the EVMs.

tions and verdict on the 96 69.16% . recording and release of | Jammu and Kashmir.

process of release of turnout = Sl turnout dataand the man- The fate ofatotal of889  est turnout at 78.20 per convenience ofvoters, the
data by the Election Com- Phase 5 (may 20) ' j ner of custody and usages candidates' wassealedinthe  cent, followed by Jhark- poll panel made arrange-
mission of India. This brings 62.209 of form 17C," it said. It EVMs.Prominentamongthe  handat63.27 percentand ments of assured mini-
upon the Commission, a 49 . 0 underlined that there has candidates from the BJP  Odisha at 60.97 per cent. mum facilities like water,

are Union Minister Dharme-
ndraPradhan (Sambalpur,
Odisha), former Haryana
chiefminister Manohar Lal
Khattar (Karnal), Manoj

shed, toilets, ramps, vol-
unteers and wheelchairs.

The Lok Sabha elec-
tions are being held in
seven phases between 19

higher responsibility to
serve the cause of electoral
democracywith undeterred
resolution,” the commission
stated.

beenno delayin therelease
of voter turnout data.
Voter turnout data was
always available 24X7 on the
facilitative Voter Turnout App

Haryana saw 59.36 per
cent turnout, Delhi 56.04
per cent, Bihar 54.68 per
cent, Uttar Pradesh 54.03,
Jammu and Kashmir 53.38

Source: ECI KBK Pollgraphics _

/# # They have acknowledged the truth. An attempt is
made to create an atmosphere of doubt. We wiill
discuss this with everyone one day for sure

congress leader Rahul Gandhi takes a selfie
with his mother and CPP chairperson Sonia
Gandhi as they leave after casting their votes

in New Delhi on Saturday. « AN "The Commission has CECRAIVKOMAR — 4rom 9.30 a.m. on the poll | TiwariNorthEastDelhi)and per cent, as per the data.  April and 1 June. The first
. A therefore decided to further The absolute number intheLokSabhapollsbythe day of each phase. Bansuri Swaraj (New Delhi); Polling in Anantnag- phase of polling was held
Chhattisgarh factory blast kills at least 12: expand the format of the ofvoterturnoutforthefirst Congress, the ECI cate- "The EC publishes esti- those from the Congress RajouriinJammuandKash- on 19 April, second phase
At least 12 people feared dead and many release of turnout data to  five phasesis 507,297,288. goricallysaid thatanyalter- mated voter turnout on included KumariSelja (Sirsa, = mirwascompletelypeace- on26April, third phaseon
injured in a massive explosion at an ammu- include the absolute num- In the first phase of the ation in the number of twohourlybasistill1730hrs Haryana), DeependerSingh ~ ful with a turnout 0f53.38 7 May, fourth phase on 13

nition factory in Bemetara district, Chhat- ber of voters in every par- LokSabhapolls, theturnout votespolledisnotpossible.  (5.30 p.m.). After 1900 hours Hooda (Rohtak, Haryana), per cent, the highest in May and fifth phase on 20
tisgarh on Saturday. The blast occurred at liamentary constituency, was110,052,103, thesecond “Any alteration in the (7 p.m.) when the polling JP Agarwal (Chandni many decades. May:. The first phase record-
the Special Blast Limited factory in Borasi which of course is dis- phasewitnessedaturnout number of votes polled is parties start arriving, data Chowk), Kanhaiya Kumar Electionsalsotookplace ed 66.14 per cent voter
village, Berla block. The state government cernible ParliamentaryCon-  of 105,830,572 voters, the notpossible.The processof iscontinuouslyupdated. By (North East Delhi). for the 42 Assembly con- turnout, second 66.71 per
has ordered a magisterial inquiry into the stituencywisebyallcitizens  third phase 113,234,676, collection and storage of midnighton the pollday, the According to the data stituencies of the Odisha cent, third 65.68 per cent,
explosion. Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai themselvesbyapplyingthe thefourth phase 122,469,319 votes polled is rigorous, Voterturnoutapp will show issued bythe ElectionCom-  Assembly (third phase) fourth 69.16 per cent and

mission of India (ECI), the
voter turnout was record-
ed at 59.82 per cent. West
Bengal recorded the high-

the best estimated 'Close of

Poll (COP)' data in per-

centage form," it added.
(With SNS inputs)

announced the investigation and declared
financial assistance of 5 lakh rupees for the
families of the deceased and 50,000 rupees
for the injured.

transparent, and partici-
pative. The Commission
and its officials across the
states have been dissemi-

fifth phase 62.2 per cent.

The seventh and final
phaseis scheduled to take
place on 1 June.

turnout percentage to total
electors, both already made
available in the public
domain," it said.

and the fifth phase a
55,710,618 turnout.

Amid allegation of dis-
crepancies on voter turnout

simultaneously. The voter
turnout was recorded at
60.07 per cent, as per the
voter turnout app. For the

Raging inferno

BJPisaparty ot false promises,says CM | ‘IndianeedsaPMwho can

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

Trinamul Congress chairper-
son and chief minister Mama-
taBanerjee on Saturday held
arally at Minakhan's Haroa Cir-
cus Ground in support of Tri-
namul candidate Haji Nurul
Islam of Basirhat and issued
a call to throw out the BJP
regime from the Centre.

Miss Banerjee said that
BJP buys votes with money and
attacked the saffron party as
a "false party with false prom-
ises." “Lakhs of cash are being
seized every day. They are
trying to purchase votes by dis-
tributing cash. They think
they can buy everyone with
cash,” shesaid. Sheraised the
slogan, "Remove BJP, Save
the Country."

At therally, Miss Banerjee
also accused the Trinamul
Congress MLA for Minakhan,
Usharani Mondal, and her

husband, Mrityunjay Mondal,
of having close ties with the
BJP. “You will continue to be
a Trinamul MLA but won't
attend meetings? That will
notwork. Untilyou apologise
and beg for forgiveness, we do
not accept Usharani Mon-
dal. Thave no relationship with
her.We don'twant peoplelike
you. Will you sell the party with
your husband?We will not tol-

erate this," said Miss Baner-
jee.
She asked the people of
Minakhan to remember that
the partyisaboveall asitrep-
resents theideology. “No per-
sonal interest or gain should
be prioritised over the party.
You, the people of Minakhan,
must ensure the victory of Haji
Nurul Islam. I will personal-
ly come here again. I prom-

iseyou that the NRCand CAA
will not be implemented as
TMC will put up stiff resist-
ance against them. We will
oppose the Uniform Civil
Code," she said.

The Chief Minister also
expressed displeasure over
two recent orders passed by
Calcutta High Court ~ can-
cellation of around 26,000
school jobs, and scrapping
more than five lakh OBC cer-
tificatesissued by the Bengal
government after 2010 as
'invalid'.

She assured that the inter-
ests of OBC, SC, and ST com-
munities would be keptintact.
"I assure you that no job will
be taken away by the BJP or
anyone else. Grants for farm-
ers will continue. Fishermen
will receive Rs 10,000 assistance
inphases," she said. She also
took partinaroad show from
BF and CF ground to EM
Bypass this afternoon.

assertits capacity, strength’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Saturday said the cur-

rent Lok Sabha electionis not

for just electing MPs; it is to

elect the nation's PM, and India
needs a PM who can assert

this strong country’s capac-

ity and strength before the

world with full force.

AddressingaBJP election
rally in Patna, he told the

crowd: “Your vote is no ordi-

nary vote, it has weight that
itwill decide India’s PM. You
may bein Pataliputra, butyou

will decide Delhi’s fate.”
The Prime Minister said:

“While Modi is working 24
hours for you, the INDI
allianceis speakinglies to you
24 hours. Modi is working 24x7

for developed India by 2047,

Bengal braces for Remal, controlroomsetupat Lalbazar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

The depression which lies
between Central and East Bay
of Bengal has intensified into
adeep depression and by Sat-
urday evening formed a
cyclone, according to the Mete-
orological department, which
predicted landfall of between
11 p.m and 1 a.m on 26 May
nightbetween Sagar Island and
Khepupara of Bangladesh.

The Metdepartment said
the wind speed of Cyclone
Remal during its landfall will
likely to be around 100-120
kmph and with a gusting
speed of around 135 kmph.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fallhas been forecastin South
and North 24-Parganas on
Sunday accompanied with
thunderstorms, whose wind
speed has been predicted at
around 100 kmph.

The two 24-Parganas dis-
tricts apart, East Midnapore,
Howrah, Hooghly, Nadia, East
Burdwan and West Midnapore
too arelikely to bear the brunt
with heavytoveryheavyrain-
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fall predicted for tomorrow and
Monday.

OnMonday, heavyrains are
likely in Howrah, Hooghly.
Kolkata, Murshidabad, Malda
and South Dinajpur while
light and moderate rainfall has
been predicted in West Mid-
napore, Burdwan, Birbhum,
Jalpaiguri and North Dinajpur.

The situation is expected
tobe atitsworst between 6 p.m.
on Sunday and 6 a.m. on
Monday. On Saturday morn-
ing, the formation was around
420 km south of Khepupara

in Bangladesh and atan equal
distance from the Sagar Islands
in a South-South East direc-
tion and was moving north-
wards. With landfall expect-
ed between Sagar Island and
Khepupara of Bangladesh, the
closer thelandfallis to Sagar,
the more Bengal and Kolkata
will be affected.

The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) in the
eveningissued ared warning
forheavyandveryheavyrain
for Kolkata. A red warning is
already in place for both North

In view of Remals
likely impact, flight
operations at NSCB
International Airport
are being suspended
from 12 p.m. Sunday
till 9 a.m. Monday.

and South 24-Parganas for
Sunday and Monday;,.

The Bengal administra-
tion aswell as Central and state
agencies associated with dis-
aster management are gear-
ing up to tackle the natural
calamity. While a control room
hasbeen set up at the Kolkata
Police headquartersin Lalbazar
for the state agencies, teams
ofthe National Disaster Resp-
onse Force (NDRF) are head-
ingfor the districts that are like-
ly to be affected by the cyclonic
storm. The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) is also issuing alerts to
mariners besides coordinat-
ingwith its Bangladeshi coun-
terparts.

The NDRE meanwhile,
has deployed 12 teams with
equipmentin seven districts.

While one team will be dep-
loyed in Kolkata, there will be
two each in the districts of
North 24-Parganas, East Mid-
napore, and West Midnapore.
Three teams have been de-
ployed in South 24-Parganas,
which is expected to be hit the
hardest. The remaining teams
will be stationed at Howrah
and Hooghly. Senior officials
of the National Crisis Man-
agement Committee held a
meeting with Bengal chief
secretary BP Gopalika on Fri-
day to assess the prepara-
tions of the state administra-
tion to meet the calamity. In
South 24-Parganas, District
Magistrate Sumit Gupta held
an emergency meeting with
BDOs to discuss advance
preparations for the cyclone.
Mr Guptastated: "Control
rooms have been opened in
the districtand blocks. Addi-
tionally, residents will be relo-
cated from Ghoramara and
other places to safelocations
by Saturday evening. There is
arisk of tidal wavesin coastal

areas on Sunday."
(More on Page 2)
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1. an W
for an atmanirbhar India,
and enhancing India’s secu-
rity, alongwith construction
of modern roads and railways.”
The INDI alliance, on the
other side, “has no work;
some are relaxinginjail or out-
side, and day or night, busy
abusing Modji, and trying to
appease their vote-bank.
The Prime Minister said the
INDI alliance is planning to
have five PMs in five years.
What will happen to the

countryifthis systemisreal-
ly implemented, he asked.

“And who are claimants for
the PM’s post, they include
the son of the Gandhi fami-
ly, Samajwadi Party family’s
son, National Conference
family’s son, NCP family’s
daughter, TMC family’s
nephew, AAP chief’s wife,
Nakli Shiv Sena family’s son
and RJD family’s sons or
daughters. They want to play
musical chairswith the PM’s
post,” he said.

The Prime Minister said the
INDI alliance people are
severely communal, they
have nothing to with the
Constitution; they are severe-
ly casteist and severely fam-
ily-first people. Can such
people do any good for Bihar
or Patna, or to anybody’s
family, he said.

Pollremark: Kejriwal tears
into ex- Pakistan minister

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 24 MAY

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday came
down heavily on former Pak-
istan minister Fawad Hussain
Chaudhry over his remarks
on the Lok Sabha elections and
said India will not tolerate
interference from the biggest
sponsors of terrorism in its
internal matters.

Mr Kejriwal, whoisalso the
national convenor of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), said the
situation in Pakistan is very
bad and Mr Chaudhry should
take care of his country. The
Delhi Chief Minister made the
statement after Mr Chaudhry
quoted a post of him on vot-
ing on X and wrote: “May
peace and harmony defeat
forces of hate and extremism.
#MorePower #IndiaElec-
tions2024.”

In hisresponse, Mr Kejri-
wal said: “Chaudhry sahib, I
and the people of my coun-
try are fully capable of han-

dling our issues. Your tweet
isnot needed. The situation
in Pakistan is very bad right
now. You take care of your
country.” “The elections tak-
ing place in India are our
internal matter,” the AAP
leader said.

The former Pakistan min-
ister inresponse to Mr Kejri-
wal’s statement, posted on X:
“CM Sahab indeed elec-
tioneering is your own issue
buthope youwill appreciate
extremism be it in Pakistan
or India is a borderless phe-
nomenon and dangerous for
everyone be it BD
(Bangladesh), India or Pak-
istan so everyone with some
conscience must be con-
cerned ... situation in Pakistan
is very far for ideal but indi-
viduals must strive for better
society wherever they are...”

at gaming
zone in Rajkot

Rescue operation underway
after a massive fire broke out
at the TRP game zone, in
Rajkot on Saturday. = AnI

NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

At least 24 persons were
reportedlykilled in amassive
fire at a gaming zone in Gu-
jarat’s Rajkot on Saturday.

The fire broke out inside
the gaming zone in a shop-
ping mall when it was teem-
ing with children.

Police teams and fire ten-
ders were rushed to the spot
to douse the fire. Sources
said the owner of the gaming
zone has been arrested.

The shopping mall was
inundated with crowds
because of the weekend. A
couple of people are believed
tobe trapped inside the gam-
ingzone where arescue oper-
ation is on in full swing.

Meanwhile, Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel
hasinstructed the officials to
prioritise the rescue opera-
tion and ensure immediate
treatment for the injured.

"Instructions have been
given to the municipal cor-
poration and the adminis-
tration forimmediate rescue
andreliefoperationsin the fire
incidentin the game zone in
Rajkot. Instructions have also
been issued to prioritise
arrangements for immedi-
ate treatment of the injured,”
Mr Patel said.

Expressing grief over the
incident Prime Minister
Narendra Modisaidinapost
on X: “Extremely distressed by
the fire mishap in Rajkot. My
thoughts are with all those who
have lost their loved ones.
Prayers for the injured...”
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South24-Parganasgearsup forcyclone Remal

BothNorthand South 24-Parganasareunderredalert for Sundayand Monday, while Kolkataand four other districtsare under orangealert

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

he South 24-Parganas

district administra-

tion has geared up to

tackle the impend-
ing cyclone.

Yesterday, three teams
from the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
arrived in the districtand a con-
trol room has been set up.

Three years ago, in May,
Cyclone Yaaswreaked havoc
in the Sundarbans, including
GhoramaraIsland, Mousuni
Island, Gobardhanpur, Sagar,
Namkhana, Patharpratima
and Gosaba.

Now, Cyclone Remal is
threatening to strike.

Detailed analysisis under-
way to determine if the coastal
areas of the Sundarbans will
be hit again.

Both North and South 24-
Parganas are under red alert

Kolkata police miking to spread awareness about Remal at

Nimtala ghat in Kolkata on Saturday.

for Sunday and Monday, while
Kolkata and four other districts
are under orange alert.

According to the weather
department's forecast, adeep
depression will form over the
Bay of Bengal on 25 May.

By the morning of 26 May,
itwill intensify into a power-

Hooghly districtadmin expects
damage to crops, thatched houses

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 25 MAY

The approaching cyclone,
Remal, accompanied by heavy
to very heavy rainfall may
cause havocin the district, the
district administration has
sounded alertand alerted all
the municipalities, local bod-
ies, quick response team, irri-
gation department, the PWD,
power supply and PHE depart-
ment.

Control rooms at different
places are being set up to
monitor the changing situa-
tion with the advancement of
cyclonic storm accompanied
with heavy to veryheavyrain-
fall, reliefitems are kept ready
toreach affected people and
medical teams are all put in
place to meet any emergency
situation.

An orange warning was
issued in Hooghly district
with heavy rainfall (7-11cm)
to very heavy rainfall (12-20

cm).

Thunderstorm with wind
speed reaching up to 50 kmmph
to gust (60-70) kmph has
been predicted by the Met
department.

Major damage is expect-
ed in the rural belt.

The local administration
expects damage to thatched
houses and huts, breaking
and uprooting of trees,
damage to power and com-
munication lines is also
expected.

Damage of paddy crops,
horticultural crops and
orchards, inundation oflow-
lying areas and localized
flooding is expected.

The district administra-
tion has also issued safety
directives.

Allferry services have been
suspended from today till
Tuesday and the disaster
management team and civil
administration has been kept
on alert.

SNS

ful cyclone.

Sources from the central
meteorological department
indicate that the cyclone will
hit the coastal areas near the
West Bengal-Bangladesh bor-
derwith wind speeds exceed-
ing 100 km/h around midnight
on Sunday.

The sea will become tur-
bulent from Friday morning.
Hence, fishermen in West
Bengal have been advised to
return to land by Friday
evening. Experts believe that
East Midnapore and South 24-
Parganas districts will be
directly affected by Remal.

Additional lightning warn-
ings have also beenissued for
the district.

The district administra-
tion of South 24-Parganas is
well-prepared to face the
cyclone, said the authorities.
District magistrate Sumit
Gupta held an emergency
meeting with BDOs to discuss
advance preparations for the
natural disaster.

Hereviewed the latest sit-
uation in each block on Fri-
day afternoon. Fishermen's
associations have been
warned.

According to administra-
tion sources, the National

Disaster Response Force teams
are stationed in Kakdwip,
Sagar and Gosaba. Control
rooms have been ordered to
be set up in each block and
panchayat offices in coastal
areas.

Additionally, preparations
are underway to relocateres-
idents from Ghoramara and
other island areas to safe
locations.

Theirrigation department
has been instructed to mon-
itor weak embankments close-
ly. The power department
and other departments have
been told to be on alert. Many
peoplein coastal areas are fear-
ful due to the risk of embank-
ment breaches.

According to sources from
the Kakdwip sub-division
administration, all ferry serv-
ices in the sub-division will
be suspended till further
announcements. Addition-
ally, tourists are prohibited

from entering the sea at
Bakkhali and Gangasagar
beaches. All flood shelters
are being prepared.

Bijon Maity, assistant sec-
retary of the West Bengal
United Fishermen Association,
said, "No fishermen are at sea,
butwe have warned everyone."
The district magistrate stat-
ed, "Controlrooms have been
opened in the district and
blocks. Additionally, residents
will be relocated from Gho-
ramara and other places to safe
locations by Saturday evening.
There is a risk of tidal waves
in coastal areas on Sunday."

Sundarban Development
Minister Bankim Hazra said,
"The administrationis taking
all necessary preparations.
Special attention is being
given to river embankments
to ensure quick actionifneed-
ed. Additionally, adequate
relief supplies are being pre-
pared.”

ER prepares to tackle cyclone Remal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

Eastern Railway is all prepared
to face the consequences of
probablelandfall of cyclonic
storm Remal.

All the divisions of East-
ern Railway are scrupulous-
ly following basic guidelines
as preparedness and miti-
gating the effects of the storm
Remal, which is likely to hit
West Bengal on 25-26 May and
have initiated many measures.

All the divisions of East-
ern Railway viz Howrah, Seal-
dah, Malda and Asansol will
be following safety proto-
cols asdonein previous cases
of storm/ tornado hitting
West Bengal. Round-the-
clockmanning ofheadquar-
ters emergency control and
divisional control rooms by
officers of engineering, elec-
trical, S&T dept, safety &
operating departments from
8am on Saturday to 8am on

day. aMOUL MONDAL

Tuesday morning. Officers
at control rooms have been
asked to convey time-to-time
any abnormalities and storm
update/ status to DRM, ADRM
and other senior officers.
All advertising boards
inside and outside stations will
be checked and attended by
engineering and commer-
cial department officers and
getthem strengthened (wher-
ever) required. Platform sheds
will be checked and precau-
tionary measures to be taken

2 more nabbed in connectionwith RKM property case

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 25 MAY

Siliguri Police arrested two
more persons in connection
with grabbing the property of
the Ramakrishna Mission.

Theywere produced before
the court today. The police got
the names of more persons,
following interrogation of five
persons, who were arrested
three days ago. But the police
have not yet arrested Pradip
Roy, named in the FIR, lodged
by the secretary Ramakrish-
naMission in Jalpaiguri Swami
Shivapremananda.

Roy is still absconding,
police said.

However, following instruc-
tion from chief minister

B"mﬁr Al

Mamata Banerjee, Siliguri
mayor Goutam Deb yesterday
visited the building named
Sewak House, met Swami
Shivapremananda and gave
him mutation papers from
Siliguri Municipal Corporation
and other papers, including
holding tax receipts after thor-
oughinvestigation conduct-
ed by the police.
Significantly, the police
registered another case against
the Ramkrishna Mission fol-
lowing a complaint of one

Pradip Roy, who claimed its
ownership. Sources said Mr
Roy was the mastermind
behind the property grab-
bing case.

But the police after inves-
tigation and examination of
papers came to a conclusion
that Roy was not the rightful
owner of the property.

The Ramakrishna Mission
authorities finally proved that
the late Sunil Kumar Roy of
Siliguri donated his proper-
ty, theland measuring 1.59 acre
with two storied building,
named Sewak House, locat-
ed under Ward 42 on the
Sevoke Road, Siliguri to
Ramakrishna Mission at Belur
Math through a Registered
Deed of Trust.

The police, who locked
the main gate of the proper-
ty for investigation, finally
unlocked it and handed the
building to Ramakrishna Mis-
sion onThursday so thatitcan
begin philanthropic activi-
ties from there.

Notably, a group of armed
men attacked the security
staffand kidnapped a total of
seven persons including cook,
carpenter and mason, who
were inside the building
at around 3.30 a.m. on 18
May.

Bangio Sanyashi Samaj
took out a rally named Sant
Swabhiman Yatra in Siliguri
yesterday and criticised
Ramakrishna Mission’s prop-
erty grabbing case.

Hot humid weather in Kolkata before Remal’s arrival on Satur-
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towithstand the high-speed
storm.

Intensive foot patrolling
and stationary staff deploy-
ment to protect engineering
assets viz track, bridges, FOB
etc to be started from Satur-
day, informed arailway release.
Engineering materialsloaded
in wagons will be stationed
at critical flood/ track subsi-
dence prone locations and
diesel locos will be strategi-
cally placed for prompt move-
ment of such wagons.

Decision to stop train shall
be taken by DRM in consul-
tation with the officer team
at controls and ground situ-
ation from field officers/
supervisors, based on the
emergent situation.

Power to OHE will be cut
off as soon as warning of
wind/ stormisreceived by divi-
sions. Trains will preferably
be stopped atyards/ stations
and properly secured. Freight
and coaching rakes at yards
will be secured properly, as
per SOPs.

Tower cars are keptready
at strategiclocations for swift
movement as and when
required. Eastern Railway
officers will maintain close liai-
son with the meteorological
office to get hourly updates
of storm Remal and will take
necessary measures. Station
announcements through the
public address system will be
made regarding storm and
train running position.

Rescuerstake guardas
Cyclone Remal gathers steam

AGENCIES
KOLKATA,25 MAY

Central and state agencies
associated with disaster man-
agement are gearing up with
severe cyclonic storm Remal
hurtling towards the West
Bengal and Bangladesh coast-
lines. The landfall is expect-
ed sometime around mid-
night on Sunday.

While a control room has
been set up at the Kolkata
Police headquartersin Lalbazar
for the state agencies, teams
of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) are
heading for the districts that
are likely to be affected by the
cyclonic storm.

The Indian Coast Guard
(ICQG) is also issuing alerts to
mariners besides coordinat-
ingwith its Bangladeshi coun-
terparts for proper handling
of the situation.

"We are keepingawatch on
the situation. All vessels that
are likely to be close to the path
of the storm have been told
to take precautions. Warn-
ings are being sent constant-
ly to all ships and any small-
er vessels that may be out at
sea.
"Though there is an official
ban on fishing in West Ben-
gal at this time of the year, a
search is being made for any
stray trawlers that may have
evaded the ban and sneaked
out to sea. We are also in
touch with the Bangladesh
Coast Guard for a coordinat-
ed search and rescue effort if
the need arises," asenior ICG
official from the North East

Region, headquartered in
Kolkata, said.

He also said that apart
from ICG ships, air assets are
also in place at Kolkata and
Bhubaneswar forimmediate
deployment. Two monitor-
ing stations have been set up
at Haldia and Paradip by the
ICG.The NDRE meanwhile, has
deployed 12 teams with equip-
mentinseven districts. While
one team will be deployed in
Kolkata, there will be two
each in the districts of North
24-Parganas, East Midnapore,
and West Midnapore.

Three teams have been
deployed in South 24-Par-
ganaswhichisexpected tobe
hit the hardest. The remain-
ingteams will be stationed at
Howrah and Hooghly.

Meanwhile, Rathendra
Raman, Chairperson of the
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port
(SMP) in Kolkata, reviewed the
preparedness at the ports of
Kolkata and Haldia.

The situation is expected
tobe atits worst between 6 p.m.
on Sunday and 6 a.m. on
Monday. There will be no
cargo or container handling
at the ports during this peri-
od and all equipment will be
secured in aboom-down state
to prevent any accident.

Ships at berth are also
being secured properly. Port
operators have also been
instructed to secure all equip-
mentand vehicles during the
period. Importers and
exporters have been directed
to protect any exposed cargo
with tarpaulin sheets and
guard them with sandbags.

Police continue search for slain
Bangladesh MP’s minced body

AGENNCIES
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

West Bengal Criminal Inves-
tigation Department (CID)
conducted asearch operation
in Bhangar for the second con-
secutive day on Saturday to
retrieve the minced pieces of
the body of Bangladesh mem-
ber of parliament Anwarul
Azim Anar

According to theWest Ben-
gal Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) Anar was
smothered and killed in a flat
in Kolkata and his body
chopped and minced to
destroy his identity.

The CID team haslaunched
a search operation to find
the body parts of the
Bangladeshi MP.

Anarwho entered India on
May 12, was last seen on the
afternoon ofMay 13when he
went with friends to the flat
in Bidhannagar near Kolkata
for a medical check-up.

The CID said that they had
arrested one of the suspects
in the case,aMumbai-based

7

Police search for the body parts of Bangladesh MP Anwarul
Azim Anwar who was brutally murdered in Kolkata, at Bhangar
area canal in South 24-Parganas on Friday. = ANT

butcher who confessed dur-
inginterrogation thathe had
taken off all the skin from the
Bangladeshi MP's body,
choppeditup and minced the
cut parts in a bid to destroy
its identity.

Policesaid, "The assailants
brought a butcher named
Jihad (alias Siam) who was liv-
ing in Mumbai illegally for
many years. Two months ago,

he was brought to Kolkata by
an American citizen of
Bangladesh origin, Akhtaruz-
zaman Shaheen. This Shaheen
is the mastermind of this
planned heinous murder."
The accused Shaheen con-
fessed that, on the orders of
Akhtaruzzaman, he along
with four other Bangladeshi
nationals had smothered and
killed Anwarul Azim Anar in

a flat, police said.

"Then theyremoved all the
flesh from the body in the flat
and minced it to destroy his
identity and then they put
everything in a polythene
packs. They also chopped
the bones into small pieces.
They then took those pack-
etsoutof the flatand dropped
them around Kolkata and
surrounding areas using dif-
ferent modes of transport," the
police saidin astatement on
Thursday.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) was formed to
investigate the killing of
Bangladeshi MP.

Earlier this week,
Bangladesh Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khaninanews
conference in Dhaka said
that Anar, a three time Awami
League MP was killed in
Kolkata. Speaking to reporters
at his residence on Wednes-
day, the minister said that
Bangladesh Police have arrest-
ed three personsin this con-
nection, reported Bangladesh
Newspaper Daily Star.

Cinemamemorabiliatoinspirecollection

ASHOK CHATTERJEE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

Adisplayand sale of rare col-
lections from the world of cin-
ema is being put up at Tolly-
gunge area for film buffs and
anyone, who is passionate
about celluloid.

Posters from yesteryears,
booklets and other knick-
knacks, which are part of
memorabilia can be found at
Shakher Bazaar, a one-of-a-
kind exhibition-cum-sale
series of collectors' items.
The organizers said thisis the
first edition.

Being held at Noa Café in
south Kolkata, many interested
individuals walked in on the
first day, Friday. The exhibi-
tion will continue till Sunday.
Legendary actress Madhabi
Mukhopadhyay inaugurat-
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ed the show.

Talking about the show, art
curator and researcher Jyotir-
moy Bhattacharya said,
“Kolkata is an amazing city;,
somany things happen here.
We do nothave agood archival
system, where such things
could be saved for later. But,

"

there are many individual
collectors, who have painstak-
ingly preserved these items.
We are giving a message that
one can keep a hand-paint-
ed poster, which is no more
in practice. Exhibits of posters
from films by Satyajit Ray,
Mrinal Sen, Ritwik Ghatak, Ajay

Kar, posters from Hollywood
and Bollywood, which are all
part of our nostalgia today. We
want people to engage in
adda sessions over this peri-
od. In earlier times, booklets
were given out when films were
distributed, which had the
synopsis of the film, songs and
the artists. Lobby carts are
also somethingwhichisnow
lost.”

Writer and film producer
Leena Gangopadhyay, whois
also a partner in the exhibi-
tion-cum-sale said, “We want
to promote good food, coffee
and adda over cinema. These
artifacts on display here are
from a time zone, when we
were not there and this is an
attempt to capture that time
zone. This is also a platform
for the new generation to
learn about the time gone by.”
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6thphaseofLS polls: Sporadic
incidents of violencereported

Voting percentagewasreportedtobe78till5p.m.intheeightconstituencies of Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

poradic incidents of
violence were report-
ed from some parts,
mainly in Jhargram,
Ghatal, Tamluk during the
sixth phase electionsin eight
Lok Sabha (LS) constituencies
in West Bengal on Saturday.

Voting percentage was
reported tobe 78till 5 p.m. in
the eight constituencies —
Tamluk, Kanthi, Ghatal, Jhar-
gram, Medinipur, Purulia,
Bankura and Bishnupur -in
the southern part of the state.

A CISF personnel sus-
tained serious head injury
and vehicle of the BJP candi-
date Pranat Tudu contesting
fromJhargram constituency
was badly damaged when
Trinamul Congress workers
hurled bombs on them at
Mangalpota village in the
Garbeta area.

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has received
1,985 complaints until 4 pm
from different political par-
ties alleging EVM malfunctions
and agents being stopped
from entering booths.

The ECI, however, claimed
that voting has been peace-
ful so far.

Clashes reportedly broke
out between supporters of the
ruling Trinamul Congress and
BJP in the Ghatal constituency

over polling agents being pre-
vented from entering the
booths.

The agitating ruling party
supporters squatted on the
road and surrounded BJP
candidate Hiran Chatterjee’s
vehicles in Keshpur under
Ghatal constituency.

“Ourbooth agents are not
allowed to sit inside the
booths,” he alleged.

BJP activists also staged a
protest on the road and set
tyres on fire in the area.

Trinamul Congress MP
Dipak Adhikari alias Deyv,
contesting against Hiran how-
ever, rubbished the allegations.

Sporadicincidents of vio-
lence were also reported from

various parts of the Kanthi con-
stituency in East Midnapore
district.

BJP activists staged protests
against the central forces and
accused them of assaulting vot-
ers. “The TMC and the cen-
tral forces are working against
us. They are beating our party
supporters,” BJP candidate
Soumendu Adhikari claimed.

In the Midnapore con-
stituency, BJP candidate
Agnimitra Paul was seen fac-
ing “go back” slogans by TMC
activists. Subsequently, a scuf-
fle broke out between the
BJP and TMC supporters, fol-
lowing which central forces
reached the spot to disperse
the mob.

-

In Tamluk, one of the keen-
ly contested LS constituencies
in the state, former Calcutta
High Court judge and BJP
candidate justice Abhijit Gan-
gopadhyay was greeted with
‘goback’ slogans from Trina-
mul Congress supporters in
some areas when he visited
polling booths in Haldia and
Nandigram. A large contingent
of security personnel was
deployed to bring the situa-
tion under control and dis-
perse the crowd.

In the Bankura con-
stituency, BJP candidate and
Union minister Subhas Sarkar
faced protests while visiting
one of theboothsin the area.

On Friday night, a Trina-

The overall polling percent-
age in eight Lok Sabha con-
stituencies that went to polls
on Saturday has been record-
ed till 5 p.m at 78 per cent.

The break-up of the per-
centage in eight LS con-
stituencies are as follows:
Bishnupur has topped the list
of recording highest at 81.47
per cent followed by Tamluk
79.79 per cent, Kontai: 75.66
per cent, Ghatal: 78.92 per
cent, Jhargram: 79.68 per
cent, Midnapore:77.57 per
cent Purulia: 74.09 per cent,
Bankura:76.79 per cent.

mul Congress worker in
Mahishadal, under Tamluk
constituency was killed by
unidentified persons trig-
gering tensions in the area.

The deceased, who has
been identified as Sheikh
Moibul, was amember of the
local panchayat samiti.

Chief minister and Trina-
mul Congress chairperson
Mamata Banerjee while
addressing an election cam-
paign in Haroa in North 24-
Parganas today came down
heavily on the saffron party,
saying, “BJP again unleashed
violence in several areas in
Nandigram. An incident of
murder was reported in
Mahishadal last night and
we will take political revenge
against this.”

1voterdiesin heatwhile Bankuravotesamid rainand festivity

KANCHAN SIDDIQUI
BANKURA, 25 MAY

Bankura in Junglemahal,
where bullets used to rule once,
witnessed preference for bal-
lots today that recorded 82 per
cent polling till 5 p.m. in one
segment.

Three Assembly segments
of the Bankura Lok Sabha
seat - Ranibandh, Raipur and
Taldangra, foryears remained
Maoist infested, where the
fatwa against casting votes was
the order. The segments
secured 79.85 per cent, 82.50
per cent and 80.25 per cent
voting respectively, today.

“Gone are those days of fre-
quent bloodbath and the
people of Junglemahal have
expressed their franchise
through EVM today," claimed
Jyotsna Mandi, state minis-
ter after exercising her fran-
chisein Ranibandh. She said,
"People know that the cred-
it goes to our chief minister
Mamata Banerjee."

T

Women dressed in yellow
saris and snickers that they
wear during the tribal festi-
val of Karam Puja were seen
queuing up in the polling
stations. Middle-aged voter
Shyamoli Murmu, Kusum
Soren at Darkedi polling sta-
tion in Ranibandh said, "We
voted in a festive mood today.
It's a joyful day in a true
sense."

The Bankura and the Bish-
nupur Lok Sabha seats record-
ed 76.79 per cent and 81.47
per cent polling till 5 p.m. today
and barring a handful of stray

Trinamul tiles plaint
against microobserver

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

Today, The Trinamul Con-
gress lodged a complaint to
the general observer R Lalvena
in Ghatal PCof ECI aboutone
micro-observer of ECI getting
inside room of the polling sta-
tion and “acting as an agent
of BJP supporting BJP candi-
date Hiranmoy Chatterjee at
156 Panithar booth in Sabang
AC. The letter was signed by
Sk Abu Kalam Boksh, Sabang
block president of TMC.
Meanwhile, Trinamul Con-
gress national spokesperson
Dr Shashi Panja talked about
Jhargram candidate Pranat
Tudu’s security harassing a
woman voter. “We are con-
demning this. In Bengal,

women cannot be harassed
in such amanner and this can-
not continue. I do not know
what lessons you are getting
from the Prime Minister.”

TMC X post read: BJP's
Nari-Biddeshi achoron is no
longer confined to words; it's
now evident in their actions.
From Central Forces outrag-
ing the modesty of women to
BJP MP candidate, Pranat
Tudu's security physically
assaulting a woman waiting
to cast her ballot, their
onslaughton Bengal's moth-
ers and sisters grows more
brazen by the hour.

When the PM himselfsets
the tone with his misogynis-
ticbehaviour, what more can
we expect from his under-
lings?”

) &
incidents polling remained
peaceful added with asudden
rain for 10 minutes around 2.30
p.m. followed by a breeze of
respite.

Trinamul Congress mean-
while alleged attempts of
tampering in five polling
booths at Bhamuriain Raghu-
nathpur of the Bankura con-
stituency.

Sharing two photographs
EVM, VVPAT with paper tags
with BJP written on them the
TMCposted on X handle that
the BJP was trying to tamp-
er votes (in photos).

The Election Commission
ruled out the charges saying:
"While commissioning, com-
mon address tags were signed
by the candidates and their
polling agents." Arup
Chakraborty, the TMC can-
didate said, "After we raised
suspicion, the EVMs of the
pollingbooths - 56, 58, 60, 61
& 62 were replaced accord-
ingly."

A voter Manik Pathan
meanwhile was thrashed
heavily by the central forces
in Kotulpur Assembly area of
the Bishnupur constituency

A v
as he'd appeared several
times at a polling booth
despite being warned. He
was shifted to the Bidhnipur
hospital.

One voter, Kartik Ghorui
(45) of Khano village in East
Burdwan died while on his way
to the polling booth for cast-
inghis vote this afternoon. The
village falls under the Bish-
nupur Lok Sabha seat. The
physicians diagnosed that
he died due to severe heat
stroke. The entire areareeled
under unbearable heat and
humidity today.
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Voters show their ink-marked fingers after casting their votes for the Lok Sabha elections, in
Purba Medinipur on Saturday. = ANI

Polling in Junglemahal seats
marred by sporadic violence
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MIDNAPORE, 25 MAY

The sixth phase of polling in
West Bengal reported inci-
dents sporadic violence and
disruptions at some pockets
of Midnapore, Ghatal, Tam-
luk, Contai, and Jhargram.

BJP candidate Dr Pranta
Tudu and his security per-
sonnel were attacked alleged-
ly by Trinamul Congress
(TMC) supporters in Garhbe-
ta, West Midnapore. DrTudu
claimed that his convoy was
ambushed by TMC goons,
resultingin injuries to two Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CISF) jawans, who were hos-
pitalized.

Dr Tudu recounted the
incident: “All of a sudden,
TMC goonswho had blocked
the roads started hurling
bricks at my car. When my
security personnel tried to
intervene, they were injured."

Dr Tudu had to run away
from the scene to save hislife.
“Thankfully,  had security per-
sonnel with me. Otherwise,
[ wouldn’t have been able to
save my life,” Dr Tudu said.

Alarge police contingent
was deployed to control the
situation. However, local TMC
leaders denied the allega-
tions, accusing Dr. Tudu of
attempting to "vitiate the
peaceful polling process."
They claimed that villagers
protested against Tudu's
threats to voters.

Vehicles belonging to var-
ious media houses were
reportedly vandalized amid
the chaos. Despite the ten-
sions, the average polling
percentage for the five Lok
Sabha seats till 5 p.m. was 77.99
per cent, with Tamluk record-
ing the highest at 79.79 per
cent, followed by Jhargram at
79.68 per cent, Ghatal at 78.92
per cent, Midnapore at 77.57
and Contai being lowest at
75.66 per cent.

The epicenters of tension
were Ghatal in West Midna-
pore and Tamluk in East Mid-
napore. In Tamluk, BJP can-
didate and former Calcutta

High Courtjudge Abhijit Gan-
gopadhyay faced aggressive
protests from TMC support-
ers as he moved from one
booth to another. Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
personnel frequently inter-
vened to disperse protesting
crowds.

Mr Gangopadhyay, ini-
tially maintaining compo-
sure, later expressed frustra-
tion, threatening, "If such
unruly protests continue
wherever I go, the bones of
protesters will be broken."

Suvendu Adhikari, Leader
of Opposition inWest Bengal
Assembly, attributed the
protests to TMC's fear of
imminent defeat. He accused
TMC of obstructing BJP polling
agents and tampering with
CCTV cameras. "Trinamul
Congressis completely wiped
out at Tamluk," Adhikari
asserted.

In Ghatal, BJP candidate
Hiran Chatterjee also report-
ed TMChooliganism. A clash
erupted at Keshpur between
TMC and BJP workers after
Chatterjee's convoy was
stopped by villagers demand-
ingan apology for alleged BJP
violence against TMC activists.
Police intervened, but tensions
escalated, leading to baton
charges and tyre burnings by
TMC protesters.

Mr Chatterjee accused
the police, central forces, and
TMC of colluding to defeat
him. "They do not want the
truth to come out," he said.
HisTMC opponent, Deepak
Adhikari (aka Dev), coun-

tered, claiming Chatterjee
was inciting tension.

In Midnapore, BJP candi-
date Agnimitra Paul raised
concerns after encounter-
ing a state police officer ata
polling booth, which she
reported to the Election Com-
mission. Paul also faced
protests at Kismat Angua in
Bonpura village, where she
engaged in a verbal alterca-
tion with voters.

Abhijit Gangopadhyay
continued to face hostility in
Tamluk and Haldia, with pro-
testers chanting "Go Back" and
"thief." He warned, "If protests
are held, then we will break
their bones," before CRPF
personnel dispersed the
crowds.

Suvendu Adhikari, after
voting at Nandanayakbar pri-
mary school in Nandigram,
acknowledged reports of TMC
intimidation but reassured
that the BJP had secured
most key booths.

"Scattered reports of intim-
idation and removal of BJP’s
polling agents have reached
us from early morning but be
restassured BJP has ensured
tight security in almost 90 per
centof theimportantbooths
this time," he said.

In Dantan, West Midna-
pore, seven people were
injured in clashes between
TMC and BJP workers wield-
ingbamboo poles and sticks.
As the day progressed, spo-
radic violence underscored the
intense political rivalry in
WestBengal, casting ashad-
ow over the electoral process.

High voting pc due to CM’s developmental schemes: Bratya Basu

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 25 MAY

The Trinamul Congress held
a press conference in the
evening which was addressed
by two senior ministers Bratya
Basu and Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya.

Theleaders highlighted the
attack on women voters at
some places and how the
BJP leaders tried to influ-
ence voting.

Minister Bratya Basu said,
“Overall, people’s excitement
to vote has been seen. In
many PCs, we saw 80 per
centvoting by 5 p.m. We saw
how the BJP candidate of
Jhargram and BJP goons abet-
ted violence. In Purba
Medinipur, where people are
seeking justice, we saw how
injusticeis occurring. On the

night of day-before-yesterday,
goons entered homes of peo-
ple and tried to settle places
where they knew the TMC
votebank existed. They entered
homes and threatened vot-
ers. They killed people and
vandalised cars apart from
attacking the media. We have
seen a fierce argument
between a BJP candidate and
security personnel. One phase
of pollingisleftand we hope
it will be peaceful.”

He added that like our
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee has said
that the final pin in BJP’s cof-
finwill be given during the final
phase. Bengal will give this
anti-women, anti-anti-Ben-
gal BJP a befitting reply.

The way the PM used the
Mujra word today for the
Opposition...he not only

L .
ashamed his position but
also insulted a community.
This shows BJP’s culture that
from bottom to top, it is a
reflection (of what they stand
for)

On BJP alleging that not
common people but TMC
protested against Abhijit Gan-
guly and Agnimitra Paul, Mr
Basu said, “I think in some
cases, these were voluntary
protests by the people. We have
been hearing that Medinipur
isnot AITC’s stronghold and
we are losing, so how can we
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stage demonstrations? [t must
be because of the candidates’
behaviour that the ordinary
people protested.”

Mr Basu added, “I don'’t
know why they are com-
plaining against the EC
because the state ECis under
central EC. This means they
are expressing lack of confi-
dence in central agencies.
Doesitmean the BJPleaders
are gettingahintaboutelec-
tions that the voting pattern
is reversing? Maybe, that
effect is falling on the EC
and central forces. I will say
that despite the provocation

of BJP leaders, central mili-
tary forces have worked calm-
lyand we hope that they will
help in the peaceful polling
of the seventh phase. The
way BJP is complaining, I
feel that their number of
seats will be between 5-10
against their slogan of 30

|

seats.”

On high votingin the sixth
phase, Mr Basu added: “I
think that due to CM Mama-
ta Banerjee’s developmen-
tal schemes, the women have
got encouraged and voting
percentageis high. Also, due
to the realisation that the
INDI alliance is coming to
power, there is more excite-
ment among the people.”

Chandrima Bhattacharya,
said the nari birodhi nature
of the Opposition, especial-
ly the BJP, leaders has come
to the fore in the sixth phase
of polling. In 7 days, women
were assaulted by the CRPE
who are here for protection.
“Even today, a woman has
alleged that the CRPF per-
sonnel molested her atherres-
idence. We condemn the
atrocities of the CRPE
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CMVijavanunlikelyto

tweakliquorpolicy

State CPI(M) secretary M.V.Govindan hasalso deniedany changeinthe policy

AGENCIES
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 25
MAY

ith the opposition
demanding the
resignation of
Excise Minister

M.P. Rajesh in view of the
audio clip asking bar owners
to pay Rs 2.50 lakh each for
'favourable liquor policies',
the Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment is unlikely to tweak the
existing policy.

State CPI(M) secretary M.V,

Govindan denied any change
in the policy. He said, "When
thereisnonews, the news gets
created and this is what has
happened. The state govern-
menthasalready clarified that
nodecision has been taken, why
all this noise then."

Siddaramaiah directs suspension ofpolice

ofticials overyouth’s custodia

AGENCIES
MYSURU, 25 MAY

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Saturday direct-
ed the suspension of a Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Dy
SP) and Police Inspector in
connection with the death of
ayouth in police custody.
“Itis not a case of lockup
death. However, I have direct-
ed the suspension of the Dy
SP and police inspector as the
accused was keptin the police

station withoutfilingan FIR,”
Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah said.

On Friday, the police took,
Adil (30), into custody on
alleged charges of organising
illegal betting (Matka), where
he died in police custody.

Speaking to reporters in
Mysuru, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah said that the
deceased had epilepsy (brain
disorder) and died in the
hospital. “Thave suggested that
bringing the accused to the

Ideath

police station without an FIR
is wrong. No one should be
broughtto the police station
without an FIR,” he said.

Davanagere SP Uma
Prashanth said the accused
was notkeptin the police sta-
tion for more than six to
seven minutes.

Tension continued to pre-
vail in Karnataka’s Channa-
giri town on Saturday fol-
lowing violence by a mob
over the alleged custodial
death. Security has been
tightened in the city, and
officers have been directed to
take action to ensure law
and order in the region.

Additional forces have
also been called from the
neighbouring districts to
maintain law and order.

So far, in the ensuing clash-
es between the protesters
and police, eleven police per-
sonnel have been injured
while more than five police
vehicles have been damaged
in the stone-pelting.

Generally, the annual
liquor policy comes
into effect from April
1 but this time as the
model code of con-
duct for the Lok Sabha
polls is in force, it was
deferred.

However, after a political
uproar on the issue, Minister
Rajeshwrote to the state police
chief to probe the audio clip
and register the case.

The case will be filed against
Animon, the president of the
Idukki Federation of Kerala
Hotel Association, whoisalso
the vice president of the apex
body of bar hotel owners. Itwas
his audio clip that went viral.

Generally, the annualliquor
policy comesinto effect from
April 1 but this time as the
model code of conduct for
the Lok Sabha pollsisin force,
it was deferred.

A few of the relaxations,
which were said to be includ-
ed inthe newliquor policy, are

lifting of dry days (i.e., the
firstof every calendar month),
and extending the timings for
liquor sales at stores and bars.

After the controversy sur-
faced, the president of the
majority bar owners in the
state, Sunil Kumar categorically
denied any drive to collect
funds to be given for formu-
lating a favourable liquor pol-
icy. He said the bar owners had
metto discuss buying abuild-
ing in the state capital for
their association.

But his denial fell flat after
the agenda of the meeting
had nomention of their build-
ing project, instead it was
about the proposed liquor
policy.

Itwill not be longbefore Ani-
monis questioned. In2015 the
then Excise Minister, K.M.
Manihad to quitafteranalle-
gation surfaced that he had
taken Rs one crore bribe from
bar owners. And, in the latest
case, the audio clip says the
demand is Rs 2.5 lakh, which
could add up to over
Rs 20 crore.

Bar bribery row: UDF seeks

judicial probe; seeksresignation

of excise, tourism ministers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 25
MAY

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) has
toughened its stance on the
bar bribery allegationslevelled
against the Pinarayi Vijayan
government.

UDF convener MM Has-
san on Saturday demanded
the government to order ajudi-
cial probeinto the alleged bar
bribery row in the state.

Speaking to media persons
here, Hassan said thatonly a
judicial probe, not the inquiry
conducted by the Crime
Branch, would unearth the
truth behind the audio clip.

“Crime branch investiga-
tionwill not bring out the real
facts behind the bar bribery.
The UDF is demanding the
government to order a judi-
cial probe into the allega-
tions to bring out the truth
behind the bribery charges,”
Hassan said.

He alleged that Excise
Minister MB Rajesh and
Tourism Minister Muhammad
Riaz are involved in the bar
briberyand demanded the res-
ignation of both these min-

isters.

The UDF convener further
said that the bribe collec-
tion from bar owners cannot
happen without the approval
and knowledge of the Chief
Minister.

The bar bribery allega-
tionmade headlineswhen an
audio clip, purportedly sent
by an office bearer of the
Federation of Kerala Bar Asso-
ciation, a collective body of
bar owners, found its way to
the mediain which theleader
was heard saying that each bar
owners need to pay Rs 2.5lakh
to fulfil their demands such
asthe scrapping of the dry day
policy and extending bar
workinghoursfrom 11 pmto
12 pm. These suggestions

are already being discussed
by the state government ahead
of formulatingits newliquor
policy for the year.

Meanwhile, the Crime
Branch has initiated a pre-
liminary investigation into the
controversial issue sur-
rounding the voice recording
of the leader of the bar own-
ers' organisation demand-
ing paymentof Rs 25 crore for
relaxation in the liquor pol-
icy. Excise Minister MB Rajesh
had on Fridaylodged a com-
plaint with the DGP, alleging
aconspiracy behind the audio
recording.

Following the emergence
ofthe audio clip and the sub-
sequent bar bribery allega-
tions, the LDF government
might reconsider its pro-
posed plan to relaxregulations
on liquor bars. The move of
scrapping of the dryday pol-
icy and extending bar work-
ing hours from 11 pm to 12
pm could be puton hold. Both
the government and the CPI-
M are worried that any con-
cessions to bars amid the
controversy will help the
opposition to state that there
issubstance in the bribery alle-
gations.

PMO hasnotinformed Foreign Ministry: K’taka HM
after Jaishankar remark on Prajwal Revanna's passport

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 25 MAY

After External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar disclosed
that the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) received a
request only on May 21 to
impound the passport of
Janata Dal-Secular MP Pra-
jwal Revanna, Karnataka
Home Minister G. Para-
meshwar said that the for-
mer's statement shows that
the PMO had not informed
the concerned ministry.
"This shows that the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) has
not informed the Foreign
Ministry Office. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah had written a
letter. What happened to the
Prime Minister's letter writ-
ten by our CM?" the Kar-
nataka Minister said.
Revannais facinga probe
by a Special Investigative
Team (SIT) constituted by the

Karnataka government over
allegations of sexual harass-
ment and criminal intimi-
dation followinga complaint
by a woman who worked in
his household.
Parameshwar's statement
comes after EAM Jaishankar,
in an exclusive interview with
ANI, clarified the procedur-
al aspects, saying, "To
impound a passport is gov-
erned by an act called the Pass-
port Act. We need a judicial

K'taka BJP chief flays Cong govt for
violence, seeks Governor's intervention

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 25 MAY

Holding the state Congress
party responsible for the vio-
lence and attack on police per-
sonnel in Channagiri town fol-
lowing a custodial death,
Karnataka BJP PresidentB.Y.
Vijayendra said on Saturday
that Muslim vote bank
appeasement is driving the
state towards anarchy.
Vijayendra demanded that
the Governor should imme-
diatelyintervene and obtain
a report from the govern-
ment on the law and order sit-
uation. “I demand the inter-
vention of the Governor to
restore law and order in the
statein light of the attacks on
police stations,” he stated.
Vijayendra further assert-

ed that, in cases of arrests of
criminals, disruptive forces
donothesitate to attack and
burn down police stations
under the guise of minority
rights. The Congress gov-
ernment is directly respon-
sible for the situation. “The
appeasement of the Muslim
vote bankis driving the state
towards anarchy,” he stressed.

He emphasised that the
possibility of involvement
of terrorist forces, such as
those recently arrested in
connection with the Ben-
galuru cafe blast case, can-
notbeignored. “There s a sit-
uation in the state where
even the security of police-
men is not ensured, and
police stations are not safe,”

Kerala: Car navigatingwith the help
of Google Maps plungesin canal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 25
MAY

A group of four tourists from
Hyderabad narrowly escaped
aseriousaccidentwhen the car
in which they were travelling

plunged into a canal on Sat-
urday earlymorning at Kurup-
pumtharain Kerala's Kottayam
after navigating with Google
Maps. The accident occurred
around 3 am at Kadav Bridge
near Kuruppanthara. The
tourists were travelling from

APPOINTMENT

Munnar to Alappuzha, relying
on Google Maps for direc-
tions. The car was complete-
ly submerged in the canal.
The passengers wererescued
by police andlocals. The vehi-
clewas pulled outwith the help
of locals at around 11 am on
Saturday. Due to heavyrains,
the canal was overflowingand
the driver could not identify
the canal as he assumed that

Vijayendra criticised.

“Thereis a situation where
the police are unable to per-
form their duties without
bias. As aresult, the state has
become a safe haven for ter-
rorists. The dominance of
mafia and rowdies has crossed
limits, and rave parties are
organised without checks,”
he stated.

“First it was DJ Halli,
recently it was Udupi. Today,
the Channagiri incident shows
that fundamentalist forces are
well-organised to attackand
destroy police stations. The
concern is growing about
the state and society we are
living in,” he underlined.

“The days of Bihar during
the rule of former CM Lalu
Prasad Yadav arerecurringin
Karnataka. The Congress gov-

ernment is turning the peace-
ful land of Karnataka into a
land of insecurity and vio-
lence. A systematic network
isoperating to demoralise the
police force in the state,”
Vijayendra charged.

“When the police and
police stations are not safe,
the people do not knowwhom
they should approach. The
Congress government is weak-
ening the police system. Let
the Congress declare that
they run the government
only for fundamentalist
minorities and stand by them.
Let them also declare that their
aimis to accord liberty to their
activities. The people will
take care of themselves. The
developments in the state
are increasing the concern of
the people,” he opined.

TN govtallocates¥430 crore for
childrenwholost parentsto Covid

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 25 MAY

TheTamil Nadu government
has allocated Rs430 crore for
the welfare of children who
lost their parents to Covid-19.

A statement from the state
government said that 382
children in Tamil Nadu have
lost both or one of their par-
ents to Covid and related

complications.

The statementadded that
ithasearmarked Rs 219 crore
for protecting girl children.

The state governmentwill
provide Rs 5 lakh each to
these 382 children. An amount
of Rs 19. 10 crore was deposit-
ed in their names and the
moneywould be available to
them alongwith interest once
they attain 18 years of age.

court or a police request to
do so. The MEA got this
request from Karnataka only
on May 21."

Highlighting the adherence
to legal procedures, Jais-
hankar emphasized that the
external affairs minister acted
promptly uponreceiving the
request. "We immediately
acted onit. On 23rd of May...
we have to follow a certain pro-
cedure and the procedure is
initiated," he added. Sid-

daramaiah wrote to PM Modi
on May 1 and May 23 urging
him to take action to cancel
the diplomatic passport of Pra-
jwal Revanna, who is said to
have flown to Europe after
being accused of sexually
exploiting several women.

In his letter to the Prime
Minister, the Karnataka CM
said that it is shameful that
Prajwal Revanna fled the
countryonApril 27, 2024, to
Germany using his diplo-
matic passport shortly after
news of his heinous actions
emerged and justa fewhours
before the first FIR was filed
against him.

The revelation comes
amidst a political storm sur-
rounding Prajwal Revanna
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The Karnataka gov-
ernment constituted a Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT)
on April 27 to probe into
allegations against Revanna

Mullaperiyar damissue: TN asks
EACtoreject Kerala’s proposal

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 25 MAY

After conveyingobjections to
the Centre on the Mullaperi-
yardamissue, the Tamil Nadu
government has asked the
Expert Appraisal Committee
(EAC) toreject the Kerala gov-
ernment's proposal for con-
structing a new dam. The
committee is scheduled to
meeton May 28. A senior offi-
cial of the Tamil Nadu Water
Resources Department told
TANS that the state was expect-
ing the EAC not to go ahead
with the proposal of the Ker-
ala government for con-
structing a new dam at Mul-
laperiyar.

Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stal-
in had on Friday sent a letter
to Union Environment Min-
ister Bhupendra Yadav to
instruct the officials con-
cerned and member secretary

of the EAC to drop the agen-
daitem on the proposed Envi-
ronmentImpactAssessment
(EIA) for the proposed newdam
during the EAC meeting.

after explicitvideos alleged-
lyinvolving him surfaced on
social media.

Despite the allegations,
Prajwal Revanna has vehe-
mently denied the accusa-
tions, asserting that the cir-
culated videos are doctored.
The formation of the SIT
came following recommen-
dations by the state women's
commission, indicating the
seriousness with which the
matter is being addressed
by authorities.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to the public at large that
my clients have entered into an
Agreement for Sale to purchase
Pramisas No.3A,Peary Row, P.S.
Burtolla, Ward no. 016, Kolkata-
700006, measuring 9 Katha 15
Chittak 39 S5g.I. more or less
together with Dwelling house along
with covered Structura / Garage
maasuring Camanted lloor area of
100 square feat and Cemented
Mezzanine floor measuring an aréa
ol 100 square feel Irom Aprajita
Mitra, Arijit Mitra & Suknya Mitra
who are claiming to be tha joint
owners of the said Property.

Any person having any objection,

claim or demand in respect of the

said Proparty may intimate the

same to the undersignad within 10
days from the date hereof.

Sd/-

Pradip Bose

Advocale

B, Mohan Bagan Row,

Kolkata -700 O,
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ADMISSION NOTICE 2024-25 FOR VARIOUS PROGRAMMES

b

Pasighat Campus, Arunachal Pradesh

* Diploma in Police Sclence
* Post Graduate Diploma In Strength and Conditioning

* Pogt Graduate Diploma In Cyber Security and Digital Forensics

* Bachelor of Arta in Security Managemaent

*  Master of Arts in Polica Administration and Strategic Managemant

To a [||'I|r nr programmng af CAMpuses in

Plozse lellew the link provided below
https:/irru.ac.infadmission/

For more information please visit www.rru.ac.in
© admission.ap@rruacin (§) +91-8837558700, +91-8680680392

are Open Now

Admissions

JOIN INDIAN NAVY [

INDIAN NAVY INVITES
E=s=s8 ONLINE APPLICATIONS
FOR 02/2024 BATCH FROM
UNMARRIED MALE AND UNMARRIED
FEMALE CANDIDATES

(who fulfil eligibility conditions as laid down
by the Govt. of India)

=k

Age: Candidates born between 01 Nov., 2003 to 30 Apr.,
2007 (both dates inclusive). Last date of receipt of
online applications: 05 June, 2024.

HQ EASTERN COMMAND
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF S0 AWWA

APPLICATION WITH BIO-DATA INVITED FROM RETIRED ARMY OFFICERS
FOR THE POST WA, EASTERN COMMAND

it was a water-logged road.
“I'mistook the canal for a

water-logged road. Iwasdriv-
ingataspeed of 10 km per hour.
Werealized the accident only
when the backside of the vehi-
cle started sinking in water,”
the driver said.

Althoughitisanaccident-
prone area, the authorities
had failed to install a signboard
or crash barrier at the site.

CANCELLATION OF FEW EMU TRAINS

over Howrah Division for upcoming Cyclone

In view ol the upcoming severe cyclonic strom (Remal) on Sunday the
ioliowing EMU trains will remain cancalled over howrah division on 26.06.2024
(Sunday) as precautionary mesure . From Howrah: 37211, 37213, 37303,
JT215, 37221, ATZ20, 37235, 3T238, AT241, 37247, From Bandel: 37212,
37214, 3T218, 3T222, IT226, IT22R, IT232, ATZ36, 37240; From Singur;
37304 Special Note: Passangers are raquestad 1o follow the public addrass
sysiem ol stalions. Inconvenience that will be caused o the travelling

passengers is deeply regretted. pjyisional Railway Manager, Howrah

ASTERN RAILWAY

OF S0 A

QUALITATIVE REQUIREMENT (OR|

nieresied candidates may apply before 15 June 2024 (1200 howrs) to "The Colonel A,
Headguarters Eastern Command, PIN 208542, C/0O 38 APO" or throwgh mail to -

il com. GV should contain Passport Sze Pholographs, Complete Address, Email
10, Contact Mumber | Mobile Mumbes, Data of Birth, Qualifications (with parca of marks)
Experence, elc along wilh attested photocoplas of all relevan] documenis
| Mandatory: * Retired Ammy Officers of the rank of Lt ColiCol (Men/Women) a8 on 15 Jun 2024
*Age upto & year. "Exparience in handing fnancial and laga issues Examplary in character
| durng anfire sandos. Provious expanance as 50 Weltars during active service shall b givan
due proference. "Med cal - should ba madically fit with no chronic Efe threatening alimen
Notes: Term basad appointment for one year with B0 daye probation, Consaoll nalary of
Rs 65.000/- per month. Other lerms & conditions may be obialned on tels
[ (Mot Number - B2SATOS058) or thwough e-mall givan abova

For eligibility criteria and details, visit: www.join
indiannavy.gov.in and Notification published in
Employment Newspaper dated 11 May, 2024.

CBC 10701/11/0009/2425

Follow us al: Ed@EasternRailway {3 @easternrailwayheadquarter
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‘Wearecrossing400butCong

isonceagainfalling below 40’

Shah said Rahul & hissister came to Shimiaforholidays, buttheydid notgo tothePranPratishtha

AGENCIES
UNA, 25 MAY

nion Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said
on Saturday that
Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi came to Shimla for
holidays butdid notgo to the
Pran Pratishtha of Ram Lalla
in Ayodhya as they are afraid
of their vote bank.
Addressing arally in sup-
portof BJP candidate Anurag
Thakur here today, Amit Shah
said that thereis a personlike
Narendra Modi who has not
taken a leave for 23 years.
"Rahul Baba and his sis-
ter came to Shimla for holi-
days, but they did not go to
the Pran Pratishtha of Ram
Lalla. They did not go because
theywere afraid of their vote
bank. In this election, on one
side there is Rahul Baba who
celebrates holidays every six
months and on the other
side there is Narendra Modi
jiwho eats sweets with army
soldiers on the border with-
out takinganyleave even for

Diwali for 23 years," Shah
said.

"We are crossing 400 but
Rahul Baba is once again
falling below 40," he added.

Further, the Home Minis-
ter said that the INDIA bloc

does nothave any face for the
PM post.

"The INDI alliance does not
have a candidate for the post
of Prime Minister. A journal-
ist asked him who would
become your Prime Minister.

Vote against politics of
hatred, distraction: Kharge

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Saturday called
upon the people to vote
against the politics of hatred,
rhetoric and distraction, as
the voting for the sixth phase
of elections gets underway.

In a post on X, the Con-
gress chief said, "My dear
countrymen, this struggle to
secure democracy and the
Constitution hasreached its
last two stages. Today is the
sixth phase of voting and
you have to vote."

"Vote on unity, justice and
importantissues. Vote against
the politics of hatred, rhet-
oric and distraction. Think
twice before pressing the
voting on EVM," he said.

Kharge, who is also the
Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha further said, "Remem-
ber today is the day when you

will be able to defeat the dic-
tatorship with the power of
democracy. If not now, then
never."

Mentioning about the last
five phases of Lok Sabha
elections, he said, "In the
last five phases, dictatorial
forces suffered a major set-
back, voices of panic are at
their pick. This is the power
of your vote."

The Congress chief also
appealed to the first time
voters to exercise their fran-

chise.

"Inthe first five phases of
voting, you have rejected
lies, hatred and propaganda
and given priority to grass-
roots issues related to your
life. Come out of your homes
inlarge numbers and vote for
your rights and the future of
family," Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi wrote on X
after he exercised his franchise
atapollingstation here in the
city.

Voting for the sixth phase
of Lok Sabha elections in 58
constituencies spread across
eight States and Union Ter-
ritories (UTs), began on Sat-
urday at 7 am, amid tight secu-
rity.

According to the voter
turnout app of the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
more than 10 per cent voter
turnout recorded till 9 am.
Delhiregistered 8.94 per cent
turnout.

So hereplied that one person
each would become one in
turn for one year. Rahul Baba,
thisisnota grocery shop, this
isa country of 140 crore peo-
ple," he said.

Shah also emphasized that

PM Modi has crossed 310
seatsin the five phases of the
Lok Sabha election.

"Five phases of elections
have been completed, today
the sixth phase of voting is
going on. PM Modi has crossed
310 in five phases. PM Modi
has to be made the Prime Min-
ister again by crossing400 in
the sixth and seventh phas-
es. Those in the seventh phase
have the responsibility to let
him cross 400," he added.

Praising union minister
Anurag Thakur, Shah said
thatevenif the people search
with alamp, no one can find
such an MP like Thakur.

"Thave known Anurag for
a long time. I was the presi-
dent of the Yuva Morcha
when we were together. Then
he worked in the Cricket
Association and now working
in Modi Ji's cabinet. Even if
you search with a lamp, you
will not find such an MP. He
notonly cared about his area
but also worked to mobilize
the youth across the country
with the BJP and its ideolo-
gy," Amit Shah said.

Porsche crashaccused Agarwals
confined, lured and threatened
drivertotake ‘blame’

AGENCIES
PUNE, 25 MAY

In a shocking revelation, the
Pune Police said on Saturday
that the accused minor’s
grandfather, Surendra Kumar
Agarwal had confined and
threatened the family’s driv-
er, forcing him to take the
blame for the Porsche car
crash of May 19 which killed
two techies.

Commissioner of Police
Amitesh Kumar told media
persons that the Agarwals
allegedly lured the driver,
Gangaram Poojari with cash
to claimresponsibility for the
accident committed by the
minor, and when he didn’t
agree they threatened and
confined him for two days at
their home.

Kumar said that the driv-
er -- now a prime witness in
the case -- was compelled to
make astatement that he was
at the wheel of the luxury car
at the time of the accident in
a bid to save the minor boy,
but he refused to oblige.

Agarwal, who was nabbed
after interrogation around 3
a.m., was produced before a

Pune courtand remanded to
police custody till Tuesday
(May 28).

The Police Commissioner
said that after the crash, Suren-
dra Kumar Agarwal and his
builder son Vishal Agarwal -
- currently in judicial cus-
tody for 14 days -- went and
picked up the driver (Pujari)
who was going home.

Theysnatched his mobile,
confined him in aroom, and
barred him from going out or
speaking with anybody.

“The Agarwals then pres-
sured Pujari and coached him
on what statement to give to
the police, tried to bribe him
with cashinreturn for taking
responsibility for the acci-
dent, and when he was not
swayed, they threatened him
with consequences,” said
Kumar.

When Pujari did notreturn
home the next day his anxious
wife and some other relatives
trooped to the Agarwal home,
she screamed and shouted and
rattled by theloud ruckus, he
was allowed to go.

Scared and shaken by the
ordeal, Pujari stayed put at
home till the next day when

the Pune Police summoned
and recorded his statement
when he spilled the beans.

Later on Friday (May 24)
during the search of Agarw-
al’s home, the Crime Branch
sleuths found Pujari’s uni-
form, which hasbeen seized.
The driverwill be given police
security as heis now catapulted
as a key witness in the high-
profile case, said the Police
Commissioner.

During the courthearing,
Vishal Agarwal had claimed
that it was Pujari -- and not
the minor boy -- who was at
the wheel, but the driver’s
statement proved damning for
the minor boy.

“It was not my fault, the
Agarwals tried to pressurise
me. Initially, Iwas scared and
responded in panic. [ was in
great mental stress and trau-
ma as the family kept me in
aroom,” the shaken Pujari had
told the investigators, said
the Police Commissioner.

Agarwal’s son Vishal S.
Agarwal was arrested and
sent to police custody which
ended on May 24 and he has
now been remanded to two
weeks judicial remand.

BJP suftered setbacks from fitth phase of LS polls onwards: Kapil Sibal

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Senior advocate and Rajya
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal on Sat-
urday claimed that from the
fifth phase of the Lok Sabha
election onwards, the BJP
has faced setbacks and peo-
ple have started talking not
about Ram temple but about
issueslike inflation and unem-
ployment.

"The information thatam
receivingis thatin the fifth and
sixth phases, there have been
alotof changes. The pace that
is in the fifth and sixth phas-
es was not there in the earli-
er phases. People are not
talking about the Ram tem-
ple butinflation, unemploy-
ment and other issues that
have an impact on local lev-
els and BJP will see a lot of
damage in these phases,"
Sibal told ANI.

Sibal said thatin the 2019
general election, the BJP got
aconsiderable portion of the
votes of the Scheduled Castes

and Scheduled Tribes com-
munities but this time thiswas
not the case.

"Ifthe equation of Muslim,
OBC, SC, ST and Yadavas is
made, this will hurt them
(BJP). Don't take it seriously

MP CM asks for ensuring strict ban onloudspeakers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 25 MAY

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Dr Mohan Yadav has
passed strict instructions to
officials to effectively enforce
the ban on the uncontrolled
use of loudspeakers at religious
places and stringent check-
ingonthe opensale of meat.
The CM also instructed
police officials to ensure effec-
tive measures along with an
extensive awareness cam-
paign to combat the increas-
ing cases of cyber crimes.
The MP CM passed these
instructions while chairing a
review meeting of the law
and order situation in the
state along with senior offi-
cials today. Dr Yadav is also
the Home Minister of MP.
The CM said that police
must take strict action against
those committing crimes
against women. He ordered
vigilant and promptaction at
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alllevels to effectively control
gambling, betting, proper-
ty-related crimes, fraud, and

cyber crimes.
The CM directed senior
police officials to conduct

J&K:Anantnag-Rajouriconstituency
witnesses 51.88 per centvoter turnout

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 25 MAY

Identified as the epicentre of
terrorismin Jammu and Kash-
mir, the reshaped Anantnag-
Rajouri Lok Sabha constituency
on Saturdayrecorded 51.88 per
cent peaceful polling till 5
p-m. Thefinal polling percent-
age till 6 p.m. was awaited.
The newly included areas
of Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts, which were earlierin the
Jammu Lok Sabha constituency,
witnessed brisk polling. The two
districts of Jammu division
wereincluded in the Anantnag
constituency during the recent
delimitation of constituen-

cies. In thelast parliamentary
electionin2019, the old Anant-
nag constituency consisting of
areas of south Kashmir wit-
nessed 8.96 per cent polling.
Enthusiasm among the
electorate was witnessed right
from the morning when long
queues of voters were seen at
the polling booths across the
constituency. Polling booths
recorded 8.98 per cent voting
inthefirsttwo hourstill9a.m.
The voting percentage
increased to 23.34 per cent at
11 am, 35.61 percentat1 pm
and 44.88 per cent till 3 pm.
Earlyreportsindicated asub-
stantial presence of voters
throngingand queuinginthe

polling stations in all the
assembly segments of the Lok
Sabha constituency.

The Rajouri segment, which
recently witnessed terrorist
strikes at Army personnel and
civilians, recorded the highest
turnout of 61.14 per cent vot-
erstill3 p.m. Thiswas followed
by 58.22 per cent in the bor-
der segment of Nowshera.
South Kashmir’s Anantnag
and Kulgam were at the bot-
tom with 30.11 per cent and
26.27 per cent polling till 3 pm.

With completion of the
sixth phase of the election,
polling has taken place in all
the five constituencies of
Jammu and Kashmir.
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surprise inspections of police
stations, especially at night.
Dr Mohan Yadav directed to

install CCTV camerasin high-
crime areas.

DrYadav highlighted that
more than 2,000 villages have
benefited from the adjustment
of police station boundaries.

During the meeting, itwas
reported that the boundaries
of 627 police stations were
redrawn based on feedback
from public representatives
and other sections, resulting
inreduced distances for 2216
villages from their respec-
tive police stations.

The day Dr Mohan Yadav
took oath as the new Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh
on 13 December 2023, his first
orders were for banningloud-
speakers not meeting the
sound limit specifications,
from all kinds of places,
including religious struc-
tures, across the state. The
CM'’s second decision was
about taking strictaction on
those selling meat products
and eggs in the open.

(BJP's 400 paar slogan). They
have made a joke," he said.
The polling for the sixth
phase of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion is ongoing. In this phase,
the polling is being done for
58 parliamentary con-

stituencies spread over six
states and two Union Terri-
tories. The sixth phase of Lok
Sabha polls includes eight
seats in Bihar, all 10 seats in
Haryana, one seatin Jammu
and Kashmir, four in Jhark-
hand, all seven seats in Delhi,
six in Odisha, 14 in Uttar
Pradesh, and eight in West
Bengal. A total of 889 candi-
dates are in the fray.

Voting for 42 assembly
constituencies in Odishais also
underway in the sixth phase.
Assembly elections are being
held in the state simultane-
ously with the Lok Sabha
elections in the state.

All parliamentary seats in
Delhi and Haryana went to
polls in this phase.

Some key seats in this
phase include New Delhi,
North-East Delhi, North-West
Delhi and Chandni Chowkin
the national capital and Sul-
tanpur and Azamgarh in Uttar
Pradesh. Jammu and Kash-
mir's Anantnag-Rajouri, West
Bengal's Tamluk, Medinipur,

Haryana's Karnal, Kuruk-
shetra, Gurgaon, Rohtakand
Odisha's Bhubaneswar, Puri
and Sambalpur are some of
the other key seats. Stakes are
high for the BJP as also for the
Congress, Aam Aadmi Party,
and other constituents of the
INDIA bloc in this phase of
the election.

Polling has already been
completed on 428 parlia-
mentary constituencies for 25
states and UTsin the first five
phases of general elections.
Over 11.13 crore voters include
5.84 crore male, 5.29 crore
female and 5120 third gender
electors are eligible to exer-
cise their franchise in the
sixth phase of Lok Sabha
polls. Around 11.4 lakh polling
officials will be involved in con-
ducting this phase of the
election. The Lok Sabha elec-
tions will be completed on
June 1 after the seventh phase
of pollsin which voters from
57 constituencies will exercise
their franchise. The results will
be declared on June 4.

Summer-end shock: With only 10 pcstocks lett,
Mumbaifaces 5 pcwater cut from 30 May

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 25 MAY

With Mumbai lakes on the
verge of drying up at the fag
end of summer, the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) has announced
a 5 per cent water cut from
May 30 which will be doubled
to 10 per centfrom June 5, an
official said here on Saturday.

With barely 10 per cent of
water stocks left, the tough
move comes as a precaution
to ensure that the current
available water canlastaslong
as possible, but the BMC
assured that there is no rea-
son to panic.

To date, (May 25), the BMC
said a total stock of 140,202
million litres of water is avail-
able in the dams supplying
drinking water to the coun-
try’s commercial capital.

The city needs 14,47,363
million litres annually, but the

current stockleft is around 9.69
per cent, which is 5.64 per cent
lower than last year during the
same period.

This was owing to lesser
Octoberrainfallin 2023, com-
pared with 2021 and 2022
when the rainy season was
active till October 15.

However, the BMCis keep-
ing a close watch on the sit-
uation and said Mumbai
would get an additional

137,000 million litres from the
Bhatsa Dam plus 91,130 mil-
lion litres from the Upper
Vaitarna Dam, spelling relief
for Mumbaikars.

The BMC’s water supply
cuts shall apply to the supply
given to Thane, Bhiwandi-
Nizampur Municipal Cor-
poration and surrounding
villages.

The BMC pointed out that
the IMD has predicted a time-
lyonsetof monsoonin 2024,
considered a silver lining,
and the water cuts will remain
in force till the water stocks
improve.

Tohelp tide over theloom-
ing crisis, the BMC has rec-
ommended aseries of water-
saving measures forhome and
commercial uses, wastage of
water, closing running taps or
repairingleaky faucets, clean-
inghomes, vehicles, etc with
wet rags instead of pipe-
wash, etc.

CDS stressesimportance of professional competence
of services to meet quality requirements

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Chief of Defence Staff, Gen Anil
Chauhan has emphasised the
importance of professional
competence of the armed
forces to meet the quality &
safetyrequirements for oper-
ational preparedness.

He was visiting the Air-
craft and Systems Testing
Establishment (ASTE) and
the Air Force Test Pilots School
(AFTPS) in Bengaluru on Fri-
day.

A ceremonial Guard of
Honourwas accorded and he
laid a wreath at the memori-

alwhich honours the supreme
sacrifice made by the Indian
testcrew and scientists while
undertaking flight testing.

As part of his tour, he was
briefed on the ongoing trials
at ASTE and flight test train-
ingactivities of AFTPS along-
side aspects of the organisa-
tional roles of these unique
institutions of IAE

Hewas conducted around
thefacilities available at ASTE
and AFTPS with the demon-
stration of major indigenous
projects as part of Atmanirb-
harataand the traininginfra-
structure.

The CDS also visited the
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well-archived ASTE museum
which houses artifacts depict-
ingsignificanthistorical mile-
stones along the five-decade-
long journey of ASTE and
AFTPS.

Gen Chauhan presided
over the valedictory function
of the 46 Flight Test Course,
whichwas conducted at AFTPS.

Atotal of 17 studentshave
graduated. This event was
hosted by the ASTE as the tra-
ditional Suranjan Das Dinner
where not only the graduat-
ing students but also their
spouses were given a certifi-
cate of qualification.

Five students were also
awarded trophies for their
outstanding performance
under various categories.

The students who were
awarded were Sqn Ldr A Berw-
al with the Suranjan Das Tro-
phy forbest Test Pilot, Sqn Ldr
Kapil Yadav - CAS Trophy for
bestflight evaluation, Sqn Ldr
V Supriya - Maharaja Hanu-

manth Singhji Sword for best
FTE, Sqn Ldr Rajnish Rai - Kapil
Bhargava Trophy for best in
ground subjects and Lt Cdr
GauravTyagi - Dunlop Trophy
for most promising FTE and
flight evaluation.

Inhisvaledictoryaddress,
the CDS complimented Com-
mandantASTE and all staff of
AFTPS for maintaining the
highest standards of training
in this niche field and their cru-
cialrolein capability building
and modernisation of the
Indian Air Force, including
the upgradation of the mili-
tary aviation environment of
the nation.
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Fiscal Crossroads

ndia’s next government, buoyed by an unprece-
Idented windfall of Rs 2.11 lakh crore from the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), faces a crucial decision
that could shape the nation’s economic trajectory. This
substantial dividend transfer provides a unique oppor-
tunity to either bolster fiscal consolidation or ramp
up spending on infrastructure and social programmes.
Each path offers distinct advantages and challenges,
but the broader implications for India’s economic
health must guide this decision. The RBI’s dividend,
more than double the initial estimates, arrives at a
pivotal moment. India’s fiscal deficit has been a press-
ing concern, particularly after ballooning to 9.2 per
cent during the pandemic. While the government
has made commendable strides in reducing this
to 5.8 per cent, the goal of reaching a 4.5 per cent
deficit by 2025-26 remains ambitious. Utilising the
RBI'’s surplus for deficit reduction could accelerate
this process, enhancing India’s fiscal stability and
investor confidence.

A lower fiscal deficit can lead to reduced borrow-
ing costs and lower inflationary pressures, creating a
more conducive environment for sustainable eco-
nomic growth. However, the alternative of increased
spending cannot be dismissed lightly. Investing in
infrastructure has long-term benefits that can signifi-
cantly boost economic productivity. The BJP-led gov-
ernment’s track record of prioritising infrastructure,
with its three-fold increase ~ to Rs 11.11 lakh crore ~ in
spending on this sector since 2019, underscores the
transformative potential of such investments.
Enhanced infrastructure can drive economic growth,
create jobs, and improve quality of life. Moreover, tar-
geted social spending, especially in a country with sig-
nificant income disparities, can stimulate immediate
economic activity and uplift vulnerable sections of
the population.

Yet, there is a nuanced balance to strike. Exces-
sive populist spending, while politically appealing,
risks undermining fiscal discipline. The opposition
Congress’s promises of substantial cash handouts and
debt waivers for farmers could strain the fiscal deficit
further, leading to long-term economic instability. In
contrast, strategic investments in infrastructure and
essential social services can offer a dual benefit:
spurring economic growth while maintaining fiscal
prudence. The timing of this financial boon also coin-
cides with robust tax collections, with a record Rs 2.10
lakh crore in goods and services taxes collected in
April. This fiscal buoyancy provides a cushion, allow-
ing the government some leeway in its spending deci-
sions. However, the administration must avoid the
temptation to indulge in short-term populism at the
expense of long-term economic health.

The upcoming budget will be a litmus test for the
new government’s economic philosophy. Opting for
fiscal consolidation will send a strong signal of fiscal
responsibility, potentially lowering bond yields and
attracting long-term investment. On the other hand,
judiciously increased spending on infrastructure could
catalyse growth, enhance India’s competitiveness, and
address pressing social needs without jeopardising
fiscal stability. Ultimately, the decision should not be
seen as a binary choice but rather a strategic balancing
act. The government can aim for a prudent mix of
both approaches: directing a significant portion of the
RBI'’s dividend towards reducing the fiscal deficit while
allocating a measured amount to high-impact infra-
structure projects.

Post-poll scenarios

ith six of the seven phases of the Lok Sabha
Wpolls complete, the election is proving to be

far more strategically complex than initially
expected. The BJP led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has enjoyed a dominant position over the past
decade but has faced a recent challenge from the
newly formed INDIA bloc, a coalition of opposition
parties led by the Congress. Despite the optimism sur-
rounding the INDIA bloc, and the public pronounce-
ments of a defeat for the BJP, insiders privately admit
that even if the Opposition does better than its wildest
expectations, it will not able to unseat the Prime Min-
ister for he will be the leader of the largest single party,
and thus the first to be invited to form a government.
Of course, the BJP scoffs at such a hypothesis, stating
confidently that it will do as well, if not better than it
did in 2019. The BJP’s strength lies not only in its own
numbers but also in its ability to form alliances. Thus,
even if it does not cross the majority threshold, a pos-
sibility its supporters dismiss, it will not take very long
to find new allies to add to those it already has.

The INDIA bloc’s strategy will hinge on not just
increasing the seat count for Congress but also ensur-
ing that its regional allies perform well. The Congress's
performance will be critical, as it needs to significant-
ly improve its 2019 tally to strengthen the opposition's
bid. While Congress will not emerge as the single
largest party, it will hope that its strong regional allies
will shore up the numbers. The litmus test for Con-
gress will be its ability to mobilise the INDIA bloc,
maintain coalition unity, and prevent defections to
the BJP, all of which is easier said than done. Of course,
all that will be relevant only if the Congress is able to at
least double its 2019 numbers.

Opposition insiders admit a fractured mandate,
where no party or pre-poll coalition secures a clear
majority, would lead to intense political manoeuvring
and the BJP with its larger single-party count, would
have an advantage in such a scenario. While the INDIA
bloc will hope to have a fighting chance, the battle
will be far from straightforward. The BJP is and will
remain a formidable force with significant political
acumen in alliance-building. The outcome of this
political manoeuvring will ultimately hinge on the
ability, or lack thereof, of the INDIA bloc to consolidate
its position and effectively challenge the BJP’s domi-
nance. While the Opposition may believe it has ac-
quired some political muscle, the BJP under the Prime
Minister is a very strong adversary; not a party that
will roll over and give up.

The Chips Universe

Taiwan remains a hotspot for tension not only with China, but also due to the
US-China rivalry which introduces an element of uncertainty in the supply chain ecosystem
for chips. China is already feeling the brunt of US export controls that have severely
limited China's access to Al chips, chip-making equipment and chip desigh software,
much of which are controlled by NVidia. One reason why it so desperately wants to
annex Taiwan is its chip-manufacturing capabilities

n 2019, the market cap of the

two tech giants, Microsoft

and Apple, was around $900

billion each. A tech company
called NVidia was a Lilliput com-
pared to them, with a market ca-
pitalisation of only $100 billion.
No one would have imagined
that just five years later, NVidia’s
market cap of $2.2 trillion would
be within catching distance of
Microsoft’s $3 trillion or Apple’s
$2.6 trillion. NVidia’s phenome-
nal growth reflects a paradigm
shift that has revolutionised
hardware technology. Comput-
ers initially worked on their Cen-
tral Processing Units (CPU)
which were nothing but chips
that contained millions of tiny
transistors. Increasing the com-
puting power meant increasing
their number on a single chip.

Till about 2010, this increase
was driven by Moore’s Law,
according to which their num-
bers doubled every two years,
making computers millions of
times faster. Companies like Intel
or AMD that made these chips
raked in billions of dollars from
this CPU revolution. But Moore’s
Law has a physical limit. Transis-
tors used in today’s state-of-the-
art chips are only a few atoms
wide ~ and the width of a tran-
sistor cannot be less than the
atomic dimension. Moore’s Law
is thus reaching its limits, slow-
ing down the improvements in
transistor density and hence con-
straining the growth of CPUs. But
meanwhile, by 1990s, a more
potent tool had taken the com-
puting world by storm ~ the
Graphic Processing Unit or GPU.
While CPUs process tasks serially
or sequentially, GPUs process
tasks parallelly, executing multi-
ple instructions simultaneously,
and hence are much faster. While
CPUs are capable of handling
most of our daily computing
needs like web-browsing, run-
ning software applications or file
management, GPUs are far better
in terms of computer graphics,
video games etc. Their parallel
processing ability dramatically
reduces the number of tran-
sistors needed for the same co-
mputation and speeds up mem-
ory access many times over, ma-
king them suited for the ultra-fast
processing demands of advanced
Al applications.

CPUs also execute paralle-
lism using multi-core processors
where each core executes a dif-
ferent task simultaneously. While
they can be used for running
lightweight Al models, they can-
not match the capability of GPUs
with hundreds or thousands of
smaller cores, each running sep-
arate threads of a larger task like
rendering graphics etc.

Today’s Al chip design solu-
tions typically use reinforcement
learning (RL) which is about
learning by interacting with the
environment and observing the
response, through a process of
trial and error. It becomes pro-
gressively better as it gathers
more data, learning continuously
and dynamically. RL facilitates
electronic design automation
(EDA) ~ the software used to de-
sign chips. But it is the genera-
tive Al, which can quickly gener-
ate texts, videos, images, and au-
dio based on large language mo-
dels that have given a tremen-
dous boost to development of Al
chip design.

Generative Al models are
developing astoundingly diverse
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abilities as demonstrated by
OpenAl’s ChatGPT. But they req-
uire massive amounts of data for
training their models, demand-
ing a significant amount of ban-
dwidth and processing power. Al
chips therefore require a unique
architecture comprising billions
of processors, memory arrays, se-
curity, and real-time data con-
nectivity, which can be provided
only by the massive parallelism
of GPUs, which can serve as Al
accelerators, enhancing per-
formance for neural networks
and similar AI workloads. Al
Chips are emerging as the answer
to the slowing of

consumption which can help
reduce the Al industry’s massive
carbon footprint. State-of-the-art
Al chips are also dramatically
more cost-effective than the cor-
responding CPUs. One estimate
tells us that an Al chip that is a
thousand times as efficient as a
CPU provides an output equiva-
lent to 26 years of Moore’s Law-
driven CPU improvements. Older
Al chips consume more energy
with their larger, slower, and
more power-hungry transistors
leading to unaffordable costs and
slowdowns. Cutting-edge Al algo-
rithms need cutting-edge Al
chips that demand

Moore’s law. A sing- -
le Al chip can store >
an entire Al alg-
orithm. GPUs were
originally designed
for rendering high-
resolution graphics
and video games,
but adapted qu-
ickly to the de-
mands of Al, thou-
gh they have their
limitations since
they were not spe-
cifically designed
for Al tasks and are
not always the
most efficient op-
tion for Al workloads. More spe-
cialized Al chips, such as Appli-
cation-Specific Integrated Cir-
cuits (ASICs) and Field-Progr-
ammable Gate Arrays (FPGAs)
emerged as the next stage of evo-
lution of AI chip technology.
While ASICs are custom-built
chips developed to execute spe-
cific tasks like neural network
processing, FPGAs are chips that
can be programmed to perform a
wide range of tasks.

FPGAs are more flexible
than ASICs, and hence suited for
a large variety of Al workloads,
but they are also more complex
and expensive. The latest in Al
chip technology is the Neural
Processing Unit (NPU) designed
specifically for the processing of
neural networks, which constitu-
tes a key component of modern
Al systems. NPUs are optimized
for the high-volume, parallel
computations required by the
neural networks, with high-ban-
dwidth memory interfaces to
efficiently handle large amount
of data. Neural network compu-
tations being power-intensive,
NPUs must be designed to opti-
mize power consumption.

With the help of parallel pro-
cessing, Al chips can distribute
workloads more efficiently than
other chips, minimising energy
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continuous inno-
y vation and impro-

\ vement to minimi-
se the huge train-
ing cost of Al algo-
rithms which req-
uire many terra by-
tes of data that cost
tens of millions of
dollars. CPUs or ge-
neral-purpose chi-
ps can never match
the economics of
scale achieved by
the Al chips. Al chi-
ps enable Al proce-
ssing virtually on
any smart device ~
from watches, cameras, kitchen
appliances to smart homes and
smart cities.

This process is known as
Edge Al in which processing
takes place closer to where data
originates instead of on the
cloud, thereby reducing latency
and improving security and ener-
gy efficiency. They can enhance
the capabilities of driverless cars
by processing and interpreting
the huge datasets collected by
the car’s cameras and sensors,
and support sophisticated tasks
like pattern and image recogni-
tion. They can help vehicles auto-
nomously navigate complex
environments, detect obstacles
and respond to dynamic traffic
conditions.

They are also extremely use-
ful in robotics, in areas ranging
from “cobots” or Collaborative
robots that work alongside
humans and are slowly changing
the nature of work from harvest-
ing of crops to humanoid robots
providing companionship. The
ability of Al chips to perform
intricate calculations with high
precision makes them an obvi-
ous choice for high-stake Al
applications like medical imag-
ing or robot controlled surgery.
NVidia is currently the leading
provider of Al chips. While it con-
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trols 80 per cent of the global
market share in GPUs, it doesn’t
manufacture them, sourcing
them instead from Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Cor-
poration (TSMC) which makes
almost 90 per cent of the world’s
advanced chips that power
everything from Apple’s iPhones
to Tesla’s electric vehicles. It is
also the sole manufacturer of
NVidia’s powerful H100 and A100
processors, considered the most
powerful Al chips today. NVidia’s
Al chips are compatible with a
broad range of Al frameworks
which make them versatile for
various Al and machine learning
applications.

Other players include AMD
and Intel. AMD, traditionally
known for CPUs, has entered the
Al space with products like the
Radeon Instinct GPUs, which are
tailored for machine learning
and Al workloads, offering high-
performance computing and
deep learning capabilities. Intel
is the world’s second largest chip
manufacturer by revenue. Besid-
es CPUs with Al capabilities, it
has developed dedicated Al har-
dware like the Habana Gaudi
processors specifically engineer-
ed for training deep learning mo-
dels. These processors stand out
for their high efficiency and per-
formance in Al training tasks,
and are optimised for data centre
workloads, providing a scalable
and efficient solution for training
large and complex Al models.
They also have significant capa-
bilities for inter-processor com-
munication, which enable effici-
ent scaling across multiple chips.
Others like Microsoft, Google and
Amazon are also designing their
own custom Al chips to reduce
their reliance on NVidia. The USA
and Taiwan have a competitive
advantage and control a majority
of the chip fabrication factories,
or “fabs” that fabricate state-of-
the-art Al chips.

In the chips landscape, geo-
politics between major powers
plays an important role. TSMC’s
overwhelming control of the chip
market impacts the global sup-
ply chain as its limited domestic
capacity and resources are inad-
equate to meet the soaring
demands for Al chips. TSMC has
already set up factories in Japan
and USA and is in talks with Fox-
conn which manufactures most
of Apple’s iPhones and iPads and
has more than 30 factories and
nine production campuses in In-
dia for expanding their chip pro-
duction footprint in India.

Taiwan remains a hotspot
for tension not only with China,
but also due to the US-China ri-
valry which introduces an elem-
ent of uncertainty in the supply
chain ecosystem for chips. Chi-
na is already feeling the brunt of
US export controls that have sev-
erely limited China’s access to Al
chips, chip-making equipment
and chip design software, much
of which are controlled by
NVidia. One reason why it so
desperately wants to annex Tai-
wan is the TSMC. Even as the US
tries to limit China’s access to Al
hardware, it is itself trying to
reduce its own reliance on chip
fabrication facilities in East Asia,
by incentivising TSMC to set up
more factories in the USA. India,
hitherto a non-player in the chip
universe and is just taking some
baby steps, should do the same
with more vigour to attract com-
panies like NVidia or TSMC.
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We are not taking
care of our young
generation

ecently, the Bangladesh Youth
Leadership Centre (BYLC) and
Brac University's Centre for
Peace and Justice conducted a
joint survey involving 5,609 young
individuals aged 16-35 from various
parts of the country to gauge their per-
spectives on education, health, liveli-
hoods, justice, climate change, migra-
tion, democracy and governance. The
findings indicate that 55.3 percent per-
ceive Bangladesh to lack peace, 71.5
percent feel uncomfortable expressing
their views publicly, and 68.6 percent
feel that the current education system
fails to adequately prepare them for
employment or entrepreneurship.
Moreover, nearly 89 percent cited cor-
ruption, along with unemployment (67
percent), inflation (51 percent), and cli-
mate change (73 percent), as adversely
impacting their well-being. Similarly, a
2020 World Economic Forum study
uncovered that 82 percent of individu-
als aged 15-29 expressed a desire to
migrate from Bangladesh due to
socioeconomic concerns.

These reports raise the question
as to why our youth struggle with such
feelings of frustration, insecurity,
detachment, apathy, and disillusion-
ment, especially when they belong to a
generation known for its potential to
drive change. Several factors con-
tribute to these sentiments and shed
light on the underlying causes.

One significant factor behind
young people's feeling of disillusion-
ment is the pervasive corruption com-
mitted by businessmen, politicians,
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government officials, and influential
figures, among others. When politi-
cians engage in activities like election-
rigging, nepotism or bribery, when
prominent business leaders evade
taxes or commit loan fraud, and when
influential individuals manipulate
public tenders or get involved in illicit
activities like drug trafficking or extor-
tion, the repercussions are felt throu-
ghout society.

Often, these corrupt individuals go
unpunished, eroding trust in the sys-
tem, which is particularly dishearten-
ing for the youth who dream of a brig-
hter future and a more equitable socie-
ty, and perceive these incidents as a
betrayal of their aspirations for good
governance. Moreover, today's politi-
cal landscape lacks fundamental prin-
ciples like reconciliation, tolerance,
honesty, and respect for human dignity
and differing beliefs. Instead of addres-
sing crucial issues like economic devel-
opment, health and education, politi-
cians resort to criticising and verbally
attacking each other with flimsy argu-
ments and offensive language, lacking
healthy debates or discussions on mat-
ters directly affecting citizens' lives.

Furthermore, political parties are
exploiting the youth for their own
gains. Student politics was once a
domain for the brightest and socially
conscious students to engage in and
contribute to national affairs. Now it
has been hijacked by non-student act-
ors, who manipulate young people as
pawns to advance their political agen-
das. Student politics, once a beacon of
idealism, has become tainted by partis-
an interests, power struggles, and greed
for wealth. Consequently, the younger
generation is increasingly feeling dis-
interested and apathetic towards the
country's politics and politicians. Re-
cent events, such as the resistance to
partisan student politics at Bangladesh
University of Engineering and Tech-
nology (Buet) is a case in point. The
economic growth and development
that we take pride in regrettably
bypassed the majority of the popula-
tion, benefiting mainly the higher-
income groups. The Household
Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES)
2022, conducted by the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS), reveals a
widening rich-poor gap in income dis-
tribution within the country.

Resigned to his fate

SIR, Your editorial in today’s editi-
on, “Poll bugle,” on Rishi Sunak’s
poll announcement is spot on.
However, I would go one step fur-
ther and call it a resignation spe-
ech. The decision to call an early
election underscores the fact that
Sunak himself knows that things
would only get worse. He is thus
undercutting his own argument
that his plan is working. If it was
indeed working, why not wait for a
few months to confirm it?

He has also undoubtedly
anticipated the upcoming legal
challenges to his controversial flag-
ship Rwanda scheme and knows
full well that the absence of an
actual flight to Kigali carrying
deported immigrants would ring
its death knell. An early vote would
thus enable him to keep project-
ing the mirage of its realisation on
the horizon. The precedent which

he probably has in mind and
which he hopes to emulate is that
of the 1992 improbable victory of
John Major where opinion polls
had been consistently predicting a
narrow Labour victory for Neil Kin-
nock or a hung parliament.

The difference here is that the
polling gap between Labour and
the Tories has been consistently
wide ~ in the region of twenty
points or so ~ for a very long time
and is likely to resemble the 1997
Labour victory of Tony Blair ins-
tead. None other than his cam-
paign director, Isaac Levido, argued
against holding a summer election.

By overruling the latter, Sunak
has displayed yet another error of
judgment akin to resigning from
Boris Johnson’s cabinet which
backfired on him. The optics of his
poll announcement said it all : his
words being drowned out by the

CM K

Labour theme song and his own

drenched appearance as he stood
outside 10 Downing Street.

Yours, etc., Animesh Rai,

Noida, 24 May.

INSPIRATIONAL

SIR, Anwesha Santra’s article enti-
tled, “The man who showed the
way to many a Sherlock”, publish-
ed on the Perspective page of your
paper on May 22, is a glowing trib-
ute to the legendary crime fiction
writer Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan
Doyle, the creator of the immortal
fictional detective Sherlock Holmes
whose novel and incisive investi-
gation techniques unveiled many
apparently unsolvable mysteries
not only in fiction but also in real
life. Ms. Santra has rightly said that
Arthur Conan Doyle’s works have
paved the way for the future auth-
ors of detective stories and novels.

As a matter of fact, in The Hon-
jin Murders, a mystery novel writ-
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NAZRUL

SIR, The Statesman’s tribute to the great poet Kazi Nazrul Islam on
his 125th anniversary today, through Angshuman Kar's article “Naz-
rul at 125", has delighted the literary commnity. Kazi Nazrul Islam’s
poems and songs besides being full of passionate love that charac-
terise youth and a message of religious neutrality, are inspirational
with a revolutionary outlook. Without thinking of the consequences,
a section of politicians mix religion with politics. And religious fun-
damentalists take advantage of it. It is dangerous. The young gen-
eration should try to understand Nazrul Islam’s religious neutrality
and love for all religions. To my mind, what the legendary poet
envisioned in his time is perfectly suited to modern democracy.
Yours, etc., Rupam Guha, Kolkata, 24 May.

ten by Seishi Yokomizo, first pub-
lished in Japan in 1946 and trans-
lated into English in 2019, the mur-
derer was inspired by the Sherlock
Holmes story, The Riddle of Thor
Bridge. In the aforementioned
novel, the author introduces
Kosuke Kindaichi, the Japanese
Sherlock, who solves a locked-
room mystery murder that takes

place in a snow-clad isolated man-
sion. The murderer who killed his
wife committed suicide, making
the act look like a double murder.
The crucial contraption that was
used in the killing was described
in the previously cited short story

authored by Conan Doyle.
Yours, etc., P S Ghoshdastidar,
Kolkata, 24 May.
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Challenges to West from
the China-Russia summit

WANG SON-TAEK

ast week, the summit between
Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Beijing was held amid
global attention. The summit became
famous because it could serve as the
starting point for changing the current
international order, namely the unipo-
lar order with the United States as the
hegemon, into a multipolar order with
China and Russia sharing the same
status and power as the United States.

During the summit, the two lead-
ers declared the beginning of a new era
and shared an impressive hug while
criticizing the US' hegemonic behav-
ior. However, according to the meeting
results, no specific action plan has
been made regarding the change in the
international order. The prevailing
assessment showed considerable limi-
tations, considering the two nations
boasted an alliance with "no limits."

It might be a disappointing result
from the camp against the US, but it is
arelief for the other side. However, the
US and its Western allies must analyze
the diplomatic strategies of China and
Russia that emerged through the talks.
Fortunately, President Xi and Putin
have relatively clearly exposed the
direction and significant guidelines of
their diplomatic strategy at the talks,
helping the Western camp establish
future diplomatic responses.

The most important part of the
diplomatic strategy that Xi Jinping
exposed is that he does not partici-
pate in the initiative to construct a
new Cold War structure. Russia has
been seen as actively considering
organizing an anti-US alliance with
North Korea to challenge the US hege-
mony directly. The anti-US solidarity
is a diplomatic initiative that North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un has been
actively pursuing in recent years.

Since Putin met with Kim in Septem-
ber last year, he has been making bold
moves to provide support to North
Korea. However, Xi has never signaled
that he agrees with the proposal.

In the joint statement signed with
Putin, Xi included that the two coun-
tries neither sought to form an alliance
nor target a third country. He clearly
confirmed that he would not agree
with the idea of making another world
against the US-led community. China's
position is the same as that shown over
the past few years. China is indeed
under pressure from the US as it com-
petes strategically with the US, and it
has serious complaints about this.

Nevertheless, China's departure
from the US-led order would result in
a loss far bigger than a profit, given the
level of China's national development.
The fact that Putin did not visit North
Korea after finishing the China itiner-

)

ary is also believed to reflect the posi-
tion of Xi. When visiting North Korea,
he has no choice but to emphasize
anti-US solidarity, which has been
burdensome to exclude China.

During his visit to China, Putin
did not hide his fawning attitude
toward Xi to the extent that he was
criticized for being obsequious in
receiving China's economic, diplo-
matic and military support. This
shows that the financial and military
difficulties caused by the war against
Ukraine are pretty severe.

President Xi’s second diplomatic
strategy direction is unique because it
contradicts the first guideline. China
will continue to cooperate economi-
cally with Russia, which has decisively
deviated from the US-led order. While
China does not challenge the US-led
order on its own, it has indirectly con-
tributed to undermining it by support-

ing Russia. In the same vein, China
continues its role as a background
sponsor for North Korea, which is
directly challenging the US-led order.

China has serious complaints
about North Korea's blatant disregard
for China's opposition to some of its
moves, such as its nuclear weapons
development programme. However,
since North Korea is playing a role in
disrupting the US-led order, and it is
in China's interest, China also sup-
ports North Korea.

Xi's third strategy direction is
maintaining strategic competition
with the United States for the time
being. In the short term, China would
refrain from provocative actions that
include the meaning of a hegemonic
war with the United States. Still, it will
reject US hegemony and interference
in the long run after raising its nation-
al power to a target level.

Xi will probably stay in defensive
mode until time and conditions are
advantageous, such as a politically
meaningful period or the level of nation-
al power buildup. For instance, China
would try to secure military strength to
occupy Taiwan by 2027, achieve a nomi-
nal per capita income of $20,000 by
2035, and secure military posture to win
an all-out war with the United States by
2049. In that case, China will go beyond
strategic competition with the US after
2027 or 2035 and may show a form of
hegemonic competition by 2049.

The scenario in which China will
ultimately challenge the US for hege-
mony is very inconvenient. However,
just because he made a scenario, there
is no guarantee that it will be accom-
plished 100 per cent as Xi wants. It is
important to remember that China has
not developed as much as Xi has want-
ed over the past 12 years because it has
used its national strategy in a different
direction from the development flow of
the world community. China's remark-
able growth for more than 30 years
since the respected leader Deng Xiaop-
ing took power was due to its active
participation in the development trend
of the international community.

The good news is that Xi would
rather avoid the scenario of directly
challenging the US within 2027 or
2035. The US and Western countries
will have ample opportunity to per-
suade and entice China to become a
partner country that respects demo-
cratic order and liberal norms. If China
rejects the order and norms the West
demands within that period, the West-
ern camp may engage in deft sabotage
to disrupt its economic development.
Of course, the best scenario is to
upgrade the world order and norms in
a way that partially reflects China's
demands and to actively incorporate
China into the new order.

The Korea Herald/ANN.
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Political dynamics will change with resulls

he post-poll scenario will be

far from a simple dichotomy

of winners and losers. It is a

complex and intriguing politi-
cal landscape, with outcomes yet to
unfold.

The post-election scenario is not
just about the expected outcomes. It's
about the potential for unexpected
alliances, dramatic shifts in power
dynamics, and the emergence of new
political forces. A potential political
realignment could reshape the post-
election political landscape.

The BJP's victory in the election is
more or less certain. Two plausible
scenarios are being debated, each
with its implications. One scenario
envisions a landslide victory for the
BJP, even crossing the 400 mark. The
other suggests a more modest out-
come with fewer seats. A landslide vic-
tory for the BJP could potentially lead
to realigning political forces.

If the party emerges as the
largest, albeit with fewer seats than in
the 2019 poll, it will form the govern-
ment with the help of other parties.
This expectation is primarily based on
the unwavering faith of BJP support-
ers in Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership.

The strategic decisions made by
the Congress party, such as reducing
the number of contested constituen-
cies, highlight the depth and com-
plexity of Indian politics. Each move is
a calculated step towards a larger goal.

The INDIA alliance, a key player
in Indian politics, could shrink if the
BJP returns to power. Some opposi-
tion parties, like the Trinamool Con-

gress and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in Punjab, have opted to refrain from
engaging in partnerships, weakening
the Congress's position. The BJP's vic-
tory could lead to re-evaluating the
INDIA alliance's strategy, with some
partners choosing to align with the
BJP and others seeking new partner-
ships or independent paths.

If the BJP secures more seats,
smaller parties could make a beeline
to join the alliance. This significant
development, driven by the smaller
parties' desire to align with the win-
ning side to secure their political
interests, could shape the post-poll
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scenario. Some want to oppose Modi,
while others see alliances as failed
attempts. Some will support the BJP
with the best chance of sharing power.
However, the remaining parties and
leaders would challenge the NDA.
Secondly, even if the BJP gets
fewer seats, the party could secure the
support of other parties willing to
align with the winner. This could also
lead to a dismantling of the newly
formed INDIA coalition. This alliance
has many fair-weather friends who
can ally with any party, considering
only their self-interest. The BJP's abil-
ity to secure more seats or gain the

support of other parties could signifi-
cantly impact the political landscape,
potentially leading to a realignment
of political forces.

However, it is important to note
that these are potential scenarios and
not confirmed outcomes. The future of
the NDA coalition, a key player in Indi-
an politics, is always subject to change.
Various factors, including the election
outcome, can influence it. The NDA
could emerge as the majority, leading
to the formation of the government.
Alternatively, it could fall short and
seek support from other parties to
form a coalition government. It will try

to gain support from parties led by
influential leaders like Naveen Patnaik,
Jagan Mohan Reddy, K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, Mayawati, and others.
Modi praises Naveen Patnaik, which is
an indication of this.

The Uddhav Thackeray faction
of the Shiv Sena and the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP had been with the
BJP earlier, and it will not be a sur-
prise if they move to the NDA, in
such a situation.

Delhi Chief Minister Kejriwal is
ambitious and eyeing the prime min-
istership, but he will remain in oppo-
sition. Kejriwal has predicted that if
Modi wins again on June 4, he will jail
Uddhav Thackeray, Sharad Pawar,
Rahul Gandhi, and Mallikarjun
Kharge. Kejriwal would also be sent
back to jail.

The BJP has also experienced the
departure of essential allies like SAD,
Shiv Sena, JD(U), etc. Now, JD (U) and
the TDP have come back. In Tamil
Nadu, the AIADMK, a former NDA
ally, may rejoin the NDA based on its
performance after the polls. Even the
ruling DMK is considering a post-poll
scenario. The party recognises the
need for a strong working relationship
with the NDA and PM Modi. These
potential alliances and power dynam-
ics shifts could significantly impact
the post-poll landscape.

The June 4 election results will
show how politics will shape the
INDIA alliance, splintering or
strengthening it. They will also indi-
cate whether the BJP will become
more overbearing with a hat trick
under its belt.
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ACROSS 13 Pound home point of 27 Find out Rector Slope’s 3 Ancient yellow head 16 Exchanging parts
fishing tackle (4) around mislaid (5) when announcing
15 Strange bloke, Sam - (5) 4 Alot of water a must exits is more
1 Place to relax from like a pipe, perhaps 28 Soldiers back around as man’s eating important (9)
Chinese disease (8) Germany? That’s sandwiches (6,3) 17 Directions help with
(7) 18 Gets near corrupt amazing! (3,4) 5 I'm enjoying this left plate that is repaired
5 Soiled apparel remains police officer 29 Long, long ship turn (5) very quickly, some say
in flight (7) (8) deserted on river 6 Carefully protect (5,4)
9 Ran club, possibly in 19 Expensive Dutch audio (7) Peter mixing a drug 20 Insect queen (6)
Rutherford (5) equipment (4) 9) 21 Tours location of smell
10 13 on which Tommy 22 Yellow mineral 7 Herein21,I'm left by German artist
wanted to 1A the 5A companion found DOWN thinking, is much (6)
feeds rig | constructed inside (5) colder (5) 23 Sensed one hiding
9) 24 Spooner telling child 1 Possibly Rumpole’s 8 Starts to go around among cattle?
11 Armour written about to cry ariver, possibly vehicle will turn up in Debenham’s to buy a (5)
in Malachi (4,5) garden handy tool 24 Corrupt police officer
(5,4) 26 Gather hoodlum (6) (6) oddly ratty (5)
accepts rule for where 2 Explorer gutted with 14 Chopper for one 25 Agreement to fulfil
selling trousers to let sleeping dogs lie ancient stewed fruit British consumer orders with the Italian
(5) (9) (9) (9) firm (5)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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Entry of television
SHOVANLAL CHAKRABORTY

Television made its grand entry in
the moffusil town of Krishnanagar way
back in the 1980s. Though colour televi-
sion sets were available in big cities,
they had not reached our picturesque
town.

My mother’s maternal aunt, also our
neighbour, quickly purchased a black-
and-white TV set, while my father was
firm in his decision about buying only a
colour set. Once the TV set was installed
by the technician with the antenna on
the roof, the excitement in the air was
palpable.

We pleaded with the technician to
switch on the TV once. “What is the use
of switching on the TV now? It’s only 4
pm,” he said. The transmission time was
fixed between 5.30 pm and 11 pm. We
waited with bated breath for the clock
to strike the hour.

In the absence of a remote, one had
to walk up to the TV set to turn on the
knob. There were two more knobs to
adjust brightness and volume. Mind
you, there was no option to change
channels, as we had only one channel
back then, which was the government-
owned Doordarshan.

Whoever sat closest to the TV set
invariably became the ‘remote'. He or
she had to crawl up to the TV to increase
the sound or reduce the brightness as
needed.

The signature music of Doordar-
shan greeted us at the appointed hour.
Samachar, followed by Krishi Darshan
and Chitrahaar, kept us entertained for
nearly two hours.

Though the ‘entertainment’ value in
news and Krishi Darshan (a programme
meant for farmers) was non-existent for
us, we watched it intently akin to a
thriller web series.

Later, a colour TV set arrived at my
house, and by that time we were in
Kolkata and the collective happiness of
my family members knew no bounds.
When the epic serial Ramayana started,
the streets in Kolkata and probably
across India wore a deserted look. Such
was the captivating power of some of the
programmes back then.

However, our patience levels would
be put to the test at times. The TV
screen would suddenly turn blank, or
vertical lines would start dancing on the
screen, much to our irritation. How did
we restore transmission? We had
devised our own desi trick. One of the
family members would climb onto the
roof, where the antenna was located. In
my house, my father would take on this
role.

A bicycle wheel rim with spokes
was used as an antenna. My father
would turn the antenna in every possi-
ble direction until transmission was
restored.

As the years rolled by, the televi-
sion, once a bulky contraption, became
slimmer while the channels on it multi-
plied by the dozen, turning most of us
into couch potatoes! Today, OTT has
made its presence felt. What is in store
for us next? Like they say, only time can

tell!
| 4
STORM FATALITIES

MANY CASUALTIES
IN BARISAL
DISTRICT

A SEVERE storm swept over Barisal
district on Saturday last causing serious
damage to property including the Col-
lectorate building and the Deaf and
Dumb School. According to the report
of a volunteer of the Swaraj Sevak Sang-
ha several deaths have occurred in vil-
lages as a result of collapsed houses. At
Madhupur an old man and his grand-
child were buried under the debris. At
Badla a man was killed. At east Sholna a
woman and her five year old child died
of injuries.

VAIKOM SATYAGRAHA

MR. GANDHI AND
PROBLEM OF
UNTOUCHABILITY

A DEPUTATION from Vaikom waited
on Mr. Gandhi this morning and dis-
cussed the Vaikom Satyagraha for over
two hours.

Mr. Madhavan Nair the leader of the
deputation expects that the deputation
will remain here a few days longer. Mr.
Gandhi will shortly issue a statement on
the subject.

Sympathy for the Vaikom, Satyagrahis
was expressed, says a Borsad message, by
the Gujrat Depressed Classes. Conference
which met there yesterday. Mr. Gandhi
sent a message reiterating his conviction
that without a solution of the problem of
untouchability no real Swaraj would be
possible.

Pandit Motilal Nehru, Mr. C. R. Das
and Mr. T. A. K. Sherwani interviewed
Mr. Gandhi this afternoon and discussed
the present situation. Messrs. Nehru and
Das are expected to issue a statement on
Sunday.
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JSW Group's paint biz turns
profitable; aims Rs 5,000 cr
sales by FY26: JSW Paints
crossed Rs 2,000 crore in
revenue from operation in
FY24 and logged its first
operating profit in five
years of inception, a top
company official said. The
JSW Group firm, which aims
for Rs 5,000 crore revenue
in the next two years, is
expanding its retail pres-
ence in the home decora-
tive business and adding
more products in the indus-
trial coating business, com-
pany's Joint Managing
Director & CEO Sundaresan
AS said.

MAI Labs unveils Mayaa-
Verse: MAI Labs, a leader in
deep tech known for its
innovative, immersive, and
regulatory technologies,
announced the launch of
MayaaVerse. This state-of-
the-art immersive tech plat-
form is embedded with Al
and engineered to revolu-
tionise human interactions
and creativity within digital
realms, offering unparal-
leled virtual immersion.
According to a report by
McKinsey, the immersive
tech domain presents a
vast opportunity, projected
to generate up to $5 trillion
by 2030 across consumer
and enterprise applications.

International Family Day
celebration: On the occa-
sion of International Family
Day, Samadhan Abhiyan
and India Abhi Pesticides
Limited, under the pro-
gramme 'Chuppi Tod ~Halla
Bol™ celebrated Internation-
al Family Day to spread
awareness against child
sexual abuse. Families,
along with their kids, were
invited to all 5 Bal Mitra
Kendras in their respective
police stations - Kotwali
Hardoi Dehat, Kotwali Kach-
hauna, Kotwali Sahibabad,
Thana Gorakhnath and Kot-
wali Siddharth Nagar.

'Medical Dialogues': 'Med-
ical Dialogues', one of the
leading digital medical news
and information platforms
in India, has been awarded
the prestigious @Trust Cer-
tification by the American
Certification Commission
International (AACI), recog-
hising its commitment to
maintaining the highest edi-
torial standards in medical
content publishing. The
AACI, a global leader in the
certification of medical
web content and health-
care organisation certifica-
tion, conducted a rigorous
review of Medical Dia-
logues” editorial processes
and content quality.

HCL Foundation, Sesame
Workshop India Trust col-
laborates with the 'Daddy
Cool' initiative: To popu-
larise the concept of 'new
age parenting,” the Sesame
Workshop India Trust in an
initiative titled "Daddy
Cool" in Daliganj Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh redefines
traditional parenting
nhorms. In the areas like Luv-
Kush Nagar, and Vinayakpu-
ram areas of Lucknow the
programme challenges the
traditional 'gender-based
roles’ associated with
paternal involvement in
child care, and it also
encourages fathers to
adopt a more active role in
the holistic development of
their children through
workshops conducted with
fathers in the communities.

Elgi Equipment: Elgi Equip-
ment, one of the world"s
leading air compressor
manufacturers, has
announced an upgrade to
the EG series range with
the introduction of the EG
PM (Permanent Magnet) oil-
lubricated screw air com-
pressors available from 11-
45 KW. The state-of-the-art
EG PM is poised to deliver
up to 15 per cent improved
efficiency gains, aside from
an incremental FAD or free
air delivery of 16 per cent
for every customer.

Wirfel: Wirfel, a premium
brand known for its modu-
lar kitchen and interior solu-
tions, has launched a new
studio in South West Delhi.
With a vast network of 55
studios, Wurfel brings the
finest European design and
craftsmanship to Indian
homes, offering a lifetime
warranty on all its products.

Marketshitall-timehigh
amid strong Fllcomeback

Sensexendswith1,404 pomts or1.90percentgainsat75,410after hittinganew high of 75,636

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 25 MAY

ndian equity benchmarks

closed atan all-time high

this week as Nifty touched

the 23,000 points mile-
stone amid a strong comeback
from foreign institutional
investors (FII).

Nifty closed at 22,957 after
touching anewall-time high
of 23,026 intra-day, up 455
points or 2.02 per cent. Sen-
sex ended with 1,404 points
or 1.90 per centgainsat 75,410
after hitting a new high of
75,636.

The rally has been led by
large-cap stocks. The BSE
large-cap indexshot up near-
ly 2 per cent this week.

Adani Energy Solutions,
HAL, Adani Total Gas, Adani
Power, BEL, Adani Enterpris-
es, and Hindustan Zinc were
major gainers. On the other
hand, Indigo, Zydus Life-
sciences, Bajaj Holdings, Sun
Pharma, Nykaa, and Zomato
were the major laggards.

Midcap and smallcap
stocks also saw decent gains

__

this week.

In midcap, Vodafone Idea,
Uno Minda, Solar Industries
India, Union Bank of India,
ABFRL, Balkrishna Industries,
Zee Entertainment, and Sam-

vardhana Motherson Intwere
major gainers, while Deepak
Nitrite, Max Financial, PB
Fintech, and Max Healthcare
Institute were major losers. In
smallcap, RVNL, Bharat

THDCIL CMD visits Tehri Power Complex

R K Vishnoi, Chairman and
Managing Director of THDC
India Limited, led a com-
prehensive two-day inspec-
tion visit at Tehri Complex on
19 to 20 May.

Accompanied by Bhu-
pender Gupta, Director (Tech-
nical), and LP Joshi, Head of
Project (Tehri Complex),
among other senior officers
of THDCIL, Vishnoi inspect-
ed the ongoing construction
works of 1,000 MW Tehri PSP,
During the first day, Vishnoi
visited Tehri Dam, and con-
ducted an extensive inspec-
tion.

LP Joshi, Executive Direc-
tor (Tehri Complex) provid-

ed updates on various con-
struction activities.

After inspection of the
construction sites of the PSP
project by the Chairman and
Managing Director, areview
meeting was convened in
which all aspects of the con-
struction works were thor-
oughly deliberated.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Sandeep Singhal, ED
(Technical), RR Semwal (CGM
EMD), Virendra Singh, CGM
(OMS), AK Ghildiyal (CGM
Planning and MPS), AR Gairo-
la (GM PSP), MK Singh (GM
Mechanical), Dr AN Tripathy
(GM HR & Admin) & Neer-
aj Agarwal (AGM Civil Design),
and other senior officers of
THDCIL.

Indian Coast Guard organises two-day pollution
response seminar and mockdrillinWest Bengal

In line with its unwavering
commitment to environmental
stewardship, the Indian Coast
Guard organised a Pollution
Response Seminar and Mock
Drill in West Bengal.

The two-day event, held on
22 to 23 May, at the head-
quarters Coast Guard District
number 8(WB) in Haldia,
brought together key stake-

holders from various central
and state agencies, alongside
oil handling agencies, to
address the critical challenges
of combating oil spills at sea.

Distinguished speakers,
including seasoned officers
from the Indian Coast Guard
and representatives from the
Haldia Dock Complex, delved
into theintricacies of marine

UPI payment-based ticketing
systemintroducedin ASCRM

UPI PaymentBased Ticketing
System has been introduced
in Automatic Smart Card
Recharge Machines (ASCRM)
in Mahanayak Uttam Kumar,
Rabindra Sadan and Esplanade
stations of Blue Line from
May 23.

This Ticketing System has
already been introduced at
all thebooking countersin sta-
tions of Green Line. Asaresult,
commuters won'thave to ten-

der the exact fare in currency
notes and coins at these sta-
tions. Instead they would now
be able torecharge their Smart
Cards or buy tokens with the
help of this system too.

Metro Railway authorities
with the help of State Bank of
India and Centre for Railway
Information Systems (CRIS)
have introduced this Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) Based
Ticketing System.

pollutionresponse strategies
and exchanged best prac-
tices, laying the groundwork
for enhanced collaboration and
preparedness. Commander,
CGDHQ-8(WB), emphasised
the pivotal role of synergy
and effective implementa-
tion of the National Oil Spill
Disaster Contingency Plan, he
underscored the collective
responsibility in safeguarding
our precious marine resources
and the Indian Coast Guard's
steadfast resolve to uphold its
mandate of ensuring safer
seas and cleaner coasts.

Dynamics, PNC Infra, Cochin
Shipyard, Finolex cables, Gar-
den Reach Shipbuilders, and
Dredging Corp were major
gainers. On the other hand,
Parag Milk, Dodla Dairy And

Global Health, and IFGL
Refractories were major lag-
gards.

Around Rs 1,165 crore
worth of stocks were sold by
FIIs in the market this week,
whichis thelowestin thelast
several weeks and shows that
buying by foreign investorsis
returning.

At the same time, domes-
ticinvestorsinvested Rs 6,977
crore in Indian markets this
week. According to market
experts, the situation is once
again slowly changing in
favour of the ruling dispen-
sation.

“The base case scenario
appears to be a clear verdict
in favour of BJP/NDA. Also, the
FII's massive selling has ceased
and they have even turned buy-
ersinrecentdays,” they said.

Going forward, as clarity
emerges on the election front,
FIIs are likely to buy in India
since they cannot afford to miss
the post-election results rally.

“Therally maybegin even
before the election result,"
they added.

'‘SwachhataPakhwada': NHPC holds
Shramdaan programme

NHPC organised a Shram-
daan programme for clean-
liness campaign under 'Swach-
hata Pakhwada 2024' on 21
May.

RP Goyal, CMD, NHPC,
Uttam Lal, Director (Person-
nel), NHPC and RK Chaudhary,
Director (Technical & Pro-
jects), NHPC, senior NHPC offi-
cers and employees performed
Shramdaan by running a
cleanliness drive in the his-
toric Mughal Bridge over Bud-
hia Wala Nala (a monument
of national importance), in
Faridabad.

During the Shramdaan
programme local people also

took part enthusiastically
alongwith the NHPC employ-

ees. NHPC is observing
'Swachhta Pakhwada 2024' at
its Corporate Office and all its
Regional Offices, Projects and
Power Stations across the
country from 16 to 31 May 2024
as per guidelines issued by the
Govt of India.

24 startupsraised $444m
in funding thisweek

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

About 24 Indian startups have
raised around $444 million in
funding during this week,
which include five growth-
stage deals and 14 early-stage
deals.

Two early-stage startups did
notdisclose the amountraised,
Entrackr reported on Satur-
day.

Last week, about 26 early
and growth-stage startups
collectively secured around
$240 million in funding.

Among the growth-stage
deals, seven startups secured
around $394.21 million in
funding this week. E-com-
merce major Flipkart secured
the highest funding of $350 mil-
lion from Google.

This was followed by finan-
cial services platform Navi,
which raised $18 million in
debt.

Other startups such as
managed accommodation
provider Stanza Living, rural
financial services firm Save
Solution, and NBFC operat-
ing in remote rural parts,
Dvara KGFS, also raised fund-
ing during the week.

In addition, 14 early-stage
startups secured funding
worth $49.6 million during the

In addition, 14 early-
stage startups
secured funding
worth $49.6 million
during the week.

week. SaaS (Software-as-a-
service) startup UnifyApps
topped thelist followed by solar
energy platform Soleos Solar
Energy, NBFCVarthana, and
producer of high-quality Sin-
gle-Walled Carbon Nanotubes
(SWCNTs) NoPo Nanotech-
nologies.

Thelist of early-stage start-
ups alsoincludes -- Collective
Artists Network;, 8chili, Agrilec-
tric, Fix My Curls, and Infinx
-- which kept the funding
amount undisclosed.

City-wise, Bengaluru-based
startups led with 14 deals fol-
lowed by Delhi-NCR, Mum-
bai, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Ludhiana, and Chennai.

NTPC concludes national finale of
power quiz & Medha Prat:yaglta

NTPC hosted the National
Finale of the Power Quiz 2024
and Medha Pratiyogita 2024 at
the Power Management Insti-
tute (PMI), Noida, celebrating
aremarkable journey oflearn-
ing, knowledge sharing, and
healthy competition among
employees and their families.

A total of 1,820 teams par-
ticipated in these events, with
570 teams competing in the
Power Quiz 2024 and 1,250
teams competing in Medha
Pratiyogita 2024.

Thewinners of the inaugural
edition of NTPC Power Quiz
2024 were Prag Sood from
NTPCTelanganaand Harmeet

THDCIndiaLtd signs MoU with Uttarakhand PWD

THDC India Limited, a promi-
nent Mini Ratna PSUin Power
Generation signed a signifi-
cant Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the Pub-
lic Works Department,
Uttarakhand for rendering
the technical services of THD-
CIL as the "Technical Con-
sultant"atthe UKPWD Head
Office, Yamuna Colony,
Dehradun on 21 May 2024.

Speaking on the occasion
RK Vishnoi, Chairman and
Managing Director, THDCIL,
emphasized the pivotal role
THDCIL is playing as the
'"Technical Consultant.'

The company will con-
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tribute its expertise towards
preparing Detailed Project
Reports (DPR) and offering
technical assistance for slope
protection on various state
highways, major districtroads,
and other routes in Uttarak-
hand.

Vishnoi highlighted THD-
CIL's commitment to employ-
ing cutting-edge technology
and flexible treatment meas-

Career counselling for children at summer camp

The National Book Trust,
India (NBT) is offering a
unique and invaluable expe-
rience for children through its
ongoing 15-day summer
camp, which includes com-
prehensive career counseling
sessions.

On 22 May renowned
career counselor Dr. Shruti Jain
engaged with over 100 chil-
dren aged 9 to 14, answering
their career-oriented questions
and providing guidance on
building successful futures

in their chosen fields. During
the session, Dr. Shruti Jain high-
lighted various career-ori-
ented courses such as Actu-
ary, Environmental Science,
User Interface (UX) Design,

E Rlyintroduces 500 berths & 108 seats in 6 popular express trains

In an endeavour to meet the
passengers' requirement for
more berths in some popu-
larlong distance trains, addi-
tional 500 berths and 108
seats generated by intro-
ducing permanent aug-
mentation of coaches in six
Mail/ Express trains of East-
ern Railway, aimed at enhanc-
ing passenger comfort.

As a permanent meas-

ure, Eastern Railway has
arranged for augmenting
one AC 3-tier Economy coach
in each of 12353/12354
Howrah - Lalkuan - Howrah
Express & 13025/13026
Howrah - Bhopal - Howrah
Express, one AC 2-tier & one
AC 3-tier Economy coach
with 13071/13072 Howrah -
Jamalpur - Howrah Express,
one AC 3-tier coach with

12349/12350 Godda - New
Delhi - Godda Humsafar
Express, one AC 3-tier & one
Sleeper class coach with
13415/13416 Malda Town -
Patna - Malda Town Express
and one non-AC Chair Car
coach with 13103/13104 Seal-
dah - Lalgola - Sealdah Bha-
girathi Express trains.

The decision to augment
these trains comes in response

Steel Secretarylaunches NMDCvendor portal

Steel Secretary Nagendra Nath
Sinhalaunched NMDC's Ven-
dor Invoice Management and
Self Service Portal at the com-
pany's Corporate Office in
Hyderabad on Monday.

Foraying ahead onits dig-
ital transformation journey,
NMDC made the strategic
decision to introduce and
implementaseamless inter-
face for vendors to engage with
the company, streamlining
the procurement life cycle
while enhancing transparency
and business harmony.

Nagendra Nath Sinha along
with the company's Senior

Management - Amitava
Mukherjee, CMD (Addition-
al Charge); Dilip Kumar
Mohanty, Director (Produc-
tion); Vinay Kumar, Director
(Technical); and B Vishwanath,
CVOwere acquainted with the
features of the Portal by the

concernedNMDC officers
and vendors.

"In our standing as a
national mining company,
NMDC strives to stay ahead
ofthe curve, embracinginno-
vation and leveraging tech-
nology to drive efficiency and
transparency. This digital plat-
form is a testament to our
resolve towards Responsible
Mining!" said Amitava
Mukherjee. Thriving on the
momentum of45 MT, NMDC
delivered a promising start to
FY25.

to the growing demand for
rail transportation services
across Eastern Railway's net-
work.

By permanently adding
coaches to these select trains,
Eastern Railway aims to pro-
vide passengers with more
seating and berthing options,
ensuring a more comfortable
and convenient journey expe-
rience.

Banking, Software Engineer-
ing, Epidemiology, and E-
commerce, reflecting current
industry demands.

The session was highly
informative, helping children
understand the necessary
preparations and pathways to
pursue these careers.

The camp will conclude on
3 June with a special interac-
tion session where children
will meet authors selected
under the Prime Minister's
Youth Mentorship Program.

ures alongside convention-
al methods to tackle site-
specific challenges effec-
tively. This collaboration aims
to ensure safe passage for vehi-
cles traversing Uttarakhand's
terrain. Sandeep Singhal ED
(Technical), THDCIL and
Deepak Kumar Yadav, Engi-
neer-In-Chief, UKPWD signed
the MoU. During the MoU
signing ceremony Dr.Neeraj
Kumar Agrawal, AGM -
Incharge; Amit Shyam Gupta,
Manager(Civil Design), THD-
CIL and Om Prakash, Chief
Engineer; Harish Pangti, SE
from UKPWD were also pres-
ent.

Bagga from NTPC Ramagun-
dam.The winners of the Medha
Pratiyogita 2024 finalround are
Neel Goswami & Avyan Garg
from PUVNL, ER 1 (Junior),
Rishabh Raj & Ishan Snehi
from Vindhyachal, NR (Mid-
dle), Tanmay Verma & Shau-
ryaDeep fromVindhyachal, NR
(Senior), and Arindam Dhar &
SatyaRanjan Mahapatrafrom
North Karanpura, ER 1 (Employ-
ee) category.

Russiandelegation
appreciates ‘The
Cottage’ collectlon

oT T

Abusiness delegation from Rus-
sia recently visited "The Cot-
tage" and appreciated the
impressive collection of Eth-
nicArtand Craft on display from
different parts of India. The
Cottage" represents the cultural
essence of India through tra-
ditional art, craftsmanship &
indigenous skills passed down
through generation.

16 new coaches unloaded at
Netaji Subhash Dock, Kolkata

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata (SMPK) proudly
announces the successful dis-
charge of the second batch of
Metro Rail Coaches, signifi-
cantly contributing to the
city's transportation infra-
structure.

On 23 May, 16 Metro Rail
coaches, each weighing 48
tonnes, were unloaded at
Netaji Subhash Dock of Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata. Rathendra Raman,

Chairperson, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
expressed gratitude to East-
ern Railway for entrusting
SMPK with this critical task.

eDC, IIT Delhi to support students for start-ups

The Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Cell atIIT Delhi (eDC,
IIT Delhi), in collaboration
with some distinguished Insti-
tute alumni, conducted the first
season of Venture Studio, an
entrepreneurshipcourse to
support IIT Delhi students in
their journey to build suc-
cessful startups from scratch.

The course was designed to
empower the students with the

POWERGRID's Swachhata
Pakhwadafrom16-31 May

POWERGRID is celebrating
Swachhata Pakhwada' 2024-
25 from 16 to 31 May;, a fort-
nightdedicated to promoting
cleanliness and hygiene across
the nation.

As part of this initiative,
RHQ, Kolkata took a proactive
stance in engaging the com-
munity. On 23 May, they organ-
ised a Nukkad Natak at Axis
Mall, Kolkata which capti-
vated the audience with its
powerful message on the

epaper.thestatesman.com

importance of cleanliness and
hygiene. And on 24 May, the
RHQ orchestrated a dynam-
ic plogging activity combined
with a cleanliness rally. This
event saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from employees of
RHQ), Kolkata.

knowledge and skills to enable
them to become successful
entrepreneurs. Drawingfrom
apool of over 350 registrations,
40 outstanding students from
diverse academic backgrounds
were selected to participatein
the first season.

These students were hand-
picked for their passion, cre-
ativity, and drive to make a dif-
ference in the entrepreneur-

iallandscape. Throughoutthe
eight-week course, participants
were privileged to learn from
the firsthand experiences and
insights of Dipinder Sekhon
(Founder of Kites Al), Gaurav
Agarwal (Co-Founder of 1mg),
andVivek Srivastava (Founder
& CEO - HCAH India), distin-
guished alumniof IIT Delhi,who
have established successful
startups.

PetronetLNG quarter4results

During the current financial
year ended 31 March, 2024,
Dahej terminal processed 865
TBTU of LNG as against 704
TBTU processed during the pre-
vious financial year ended 31
March, 2023.

The overall LNG volume
processed by the Companyin
the current financial year was
919TBTU, asagainstthe LNG
volume processed in the pre-
vious financial year, which
stoodat752TBTU. The Com-
pany has reported PBT of Rs
996 crore in the current quar-

ter, as against Rs 1,597 crore
inthe previous quarter and Rs
818 crorein the corresponding
quarter. The PAT of the current
quarter is reported at Rs 738
crore asagainstthe PAT of the
previous and corresponding
quarters of Rs 1,191 crore and
Rs 614 crorerespectively. The
company has reported high-
estever PBT and PAT of Rs 4,757
crore and 3,536 crorein the cur-
rentfinancial yearas againstRs
4,335 crore and Rs 3,240 crore
respectively in the previous
financial year.



WEATHER

CITY MAX(°C) MIN(°C)
SINGAPORE 29 26 R
HONG KONG 29 26 H
TOKYO 24 19 H
LONDON 21 12 H
DUBAI 37 27 S
SAN FRANCISCO 14 09 H
NEW YORK 26 18 S
MOSCOW 24 12 S

S= sunny, CL= clear, H=hazy,
R=rainy...

Families of US school
shooting victims sue
Meta, game
developer Activision

NEW YORK, 25 MAY

Meta and Call of Duty (CoD)
game developer Activision
have been sued by the fam-
ilies of the victims killed in
a US school shooting over
alleged promotion of the use
of firearms to minors.

In May 2022, an 18-year-
old Salvador Ramos opened
fire at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde, Texas,
killing 21.

According to the law-
suit, filed in the Los Ange-
les Superior Courtin the US,
both the companies "know-
ingly exposed the shooter to
the weapon, conditioned
him to seeitas the solution
to his problems, and trained
him to use it."

The families of the vic-
tims accused Meta and
Activision of "grooming"
young men and putting
them on a path toward vio-
lence.

"Ramos played 'Call of
Duty' obsessively, devel-
oped skill as a marksman,
and obtained rewards that
become available only after
a substantial time invest-
ment," alleged the lawsuit.

Thelawsuitalso claimed
that the game features the
AR-15used in the shooting.

Apart from Meta and
Activision, the families of the
Uvalde victims are also suing
Daniel Defense, the com-
pany that made the AR-15
used in the shooting.

In a statement given to
media, Activision said that
"millions of people around
the world enjoy video games
without turning to horrific
acts." AGENCIES

#8%, China says it wants to maintain good relations with the West.

-~

. At the same time, however, Beijing is fuelling the war in Europe.
* You can't have it both ways

JENS STOLTENBERG
NATO SECRETARY GENERAL
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IsraelrejectsiJCorder

tohaltRafahassault

‘Israelisactinginself defenceandincompliance withinternational law’

AGENCIES
TELAVIV/AMSTERDAM, 25 MAY

n a move rejected by

Israeli officials, the UN's

top court on Friday

ordered Israel to "imme-
diately" haltits military assault
on the southern Gaza city of
Rafah, saying the humani-
tarian situation in the Pales-
tinian territory was "disas-
trous".

The ruling read aloud by
Judge Nawaf Salam at the
International Court of Justice
(IC)) in The Hague was in
response to an urgentappli-
cation submitted by South
Africa.

South Africa justified its
application to the ICJ by
arguing that the court's pre-
vious measures in connection
with the Gaza war were inad-
equate.

Israel rejected Friday's
ruling. "The charges of geno-
cide brought by South Africa
against Israel at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in the
Hague are false, outrageous
and morally repugnant,” the
head of the National Securi-
ty Council and the spokesper-
son for the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said in ajoint state-
ment.

"Following the horrific
attack against the citizens of

Israel on October 7, 2023, Israel
embarked upon a defensive
and just war to eliminate
Hamas and to secure the
release of our hostages," the
statement continued.

"Israel is acting based on
itsright to defend its territory
and its citizens, consistent
with its moral values and in
compliance with interna-
tional law, including inter-
national humanitarian law."

"Israel has not and will not
conduct military actions in
the Rafah area which may
inflict on the Palestinian
civilian population in Gaza
conditions of life that could
bring about its physical
destruction in whole or in
part."

The statement vowed that

Israel "will continueits efforts
to enable humanitarian assis-
tance and will act, in full
compliance with the law, to
reduce as much as possible
harm caused to the civilian
population in Gaza."

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was discussing the
decision with key Cabinet
ministers, according to Israeli
media reports.

South Africa has previ-
ously demanded measures
against Israel several timesin
summary proceedings. This
is part of the genocide law-
suit that the countryfiled with
the court in December.

In two emergency rul-
ings, the UN judges had
obliged Israel to do everything
possible to prevent geno-

cide and to allow humani-
tarian aid.

The Palestinian Islamist
Hamas movement welcomed
theruling. In a statement pub-
lished on Friday, Hamas
called on the international
community and the United
Nations to exert pressure on
Israel. A member of the
Hamas politburo empha-
sized that without interna-
tional pressure, the court's
decision would have no effect.

Egypt and Jordan also
welcomed the IC]'srulingand
urged the UN Security Coun-
cil to put pressure on Israel
to end its operation.

The Palestinian Authori-
ty called forincreased inter-
national pressure on Israel fol-
lowing the ICJ decision.

The international com-
munity should force Israel to
implement the decision, it said
in a statement published in
Ramallah on Friday. The
authority believes that the
court's decision confirms
the view that Israel is com-
mitting war crimes.

South Africa on Friday
also welcomed the IC]'s deci-
sion. The ruling African
National Congress (ANC)
called the decision a confir-
mation of the principles of jus-
tice, humanrights and the rule
of law.

French court sentences 3 Syrian ofticials to
liteinprisoninabsentia forwar crimes

AGENCIES
PARIS, 25 MAY

AParis courtsentenced three
high-ranking Syrian officials
inabsentia tolifein prison Fri-
day for complicity in war
crimes in a landmark case
against the regime of Syrian
President Bashar Assad and
the first such case in Europe.

Thetrial focused on the offi-
cials’ role in the alleged 2013
arrestin Damascus ofMazen
Dabbagh, a Franco-Syrian
father, and his son Patrick, and
theirsubsequent torture and
killing. The four-day trial fea-
tured harrowing testimonies
from survivors and searing
accounts from Mazen's broth-
er. Though the verdict was
cathartic for plaintiffs, France
and Syria do not have an
extradition treaty, making the

outcome largely symbolic.
International arrest warrants
for the three former Syrian
intelligence officials ~ Ali
Mamlouk, Jamil Hassan, and
Abdel Salam Mahmoud ~
have been issued since 2018
to no avail.

They are the most senior
Syrian officials to go on trial
in a European court over
crimes allegedly committed

Taiwan detects 62 Chinese warplanes
inairspace amid military drills

AGENCIES
TAIPEI, 25 MAY

Taiwan's Defence Ministry
on Saturday said it had reg-
istered 62 Chinese war-
planes operating around
Taiwan within 24 hours,
the highest number of Chi-
nese daily sorties so far this
year.

Among them, 47 Chi-
nese military aircraft crossed
the median line of the Tai-
wan Strait, the ministry
said.

Meanwhile, on Friday,
27 Chinese navy vessels
operating around Taiwan
were also detected, the min-
istry said in a statement.

Taiwan had monitored
the situation and had tasked
Combat air patrol aircraft,
Navy vessels and land-based
missile systems to respond

to these activities, the min-
istry said.

The previous record
number of daily sorties of
Chinese warplanes for this
year, 49, was reported just
one day earlier.

China on Thursday
launched a major military
exercise around Taiwan,
apparently to simulate a
blockade around the island.
Such drills came three days

after the inauguration of
Taiwan's new president,
Lai Ching-te.

Tensions across the Tai-

wan Strait have risen since
presidential and legislative
elections were held in dem-
ocratic Taiwan in January.

Taiwan has had an inde-

pendent government since

1949, but China considers

the self-ruled democracy
part of its territory.

during the country’s civil war.
The court proceedings
came as Assad has started to
shed hislongtime status as a
pariah that stemmed from the
violence unleashed on his
opponents. Human rights
groups involved in the case
hoped itwouldrefocus atten-
tion on alleged atrocities.
Clémence Bectarte, the
Dabbagh familylawyer from

the International Federation
for Human Rights, said the ver-
dictwas the “firstrecognition
inFrance of the crimes against
humanity of the Syrian regime.”

“Itisamessage ofhope for
all Syrian victims who are
waitingforjustice. Itisames-
sage that must be addressed
to states so that they do not
normalize theirrelations with
theregime of Bashar al-Assad,”
she said.

The trial began Tuesday
over the alleged torture and
killing of the French-Syrian
father and son who were
arrested at the heightof Arab
Spring-inspired anti-gov-
ernment protests. The two
werearrested in Damascus fol-
lowing a crackdown on
demonstrations that later
turned into a brutal civil war,
now in its 14th year.

Effortstodraftapandemictreaty
falter as countries disagree on how
torespond tonextemergency

AGENCIES
GENEVA, 25 MAY

A global treaty to fight pan-
demicslike COVIDis goingto
have to wait: After more than
two years of negotiations, rich
and poor countries have failed
~ for now ~ to come up with
aplan forhowtheworld might
respond to the next pandemic.

After COVID-19 triggered
once-unthinkablelockdowns,
upended economies and killed
millions, leaders at the World
Health Organization and
worldwide vowed to do bet-
ter in the future. In 2021,
member countries asked the
U.N. healthagencytooversee
negotiations to figure outhow
the world might better share
scarce resources and stop
future viruses from spreading
globally.

On Friday, Roland Driece,

co-chairof WHO’snegotiating
board for the agreement,
acknowledged that countries
were unable to come up with
adraft WHOhad hopedafinal
draft treaty could be agreed on
atitsyearlymeetingofhealth
ministers startingMondayin
Geneva.

“We are not where we
hoped we would be whenwe
started this process,” he said,
addingthatfinalizinganinter-
national agreementon howto
respond toapandemicwas crit-
ical “for the sake of humani-

Driece said theWorld Health
Assemblynextweekwould take
up lessons from its work and
plot the way forward, urging
participants tomake “theright
decisions to take this process
forward” to one day reach a
pandemicagreement “because
we need it.”

UK Parliament breaks up ahead of election day
with pomp, ceremony and hard-nosed politics

AGENCIES
LONDON, 25 MAY

Britain’s lawmakers left Par-
liament on Friday for the last
time before an election is
held in six weeks. Some will
never return. About 120 of the
650 members of Parliament
are stepping down, and they
and those who lose their
seatsonJuly4 face an abrupt
readjustment to life outside
politics.

After aflurry oflast-minute
legislation, Parliament was
prorogued, or formally sus-
pended, in a ceremony fea-
turing hat-doffing, lords in
ermine-trimmed robes and
commands in Norman
French.

Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak’s surprise decision to
call a summer election with
his Conservatives trailing in
opinion polls means that

some key pieces oflegislation
had to be abandoned --
includinghis flagship plan to
ban tobacco sales to future
generations.

WHAT’SHAPPENING ON
THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL?

On the second full day of
campaigning, Sunak and his
main opponent, Labour Party
leader Keir Starmer, have
already covered hundreds of
miles (kilometers) criss-
crossing the U.K. on careful-
ly stage-managed visits to
businesses and communi-
ties. Sunak visited Northern
Ireland ~- making a stop at
the Belfast shipyard where the
doomed Titanic was built~ and
central England on Friday,
while Starmer was in Scotland
and northwest England.

Labouris the strong favorite
towin the election after mov-
ing from the left toward the
political center under Starmer,

its leader since 2020.

The party got a reminder
of its recent past on Friday,
when Starmer’s predecessor,
Jeremy Corbyn, said he would
run for Parliament as aninde-
pendent against Labour’s
candidate. Starmer suspended
Corbyn and barred him from
running again for Labour
after the formerleader accused
opponents of exaggerating the
problem of antisemitism in
the party.

Starmer apologized for
antisemitism, a move wel-
comed by many Jewish Labour
members and others. But
supporters of Corbyn said
he was being smeared because
of hislongtime support for the
Palestinian cause.

CM K
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Egypt agrees to send aid trucks through
Israeli crossing to Gaza but impact is unclear

AGENCIES
TELAVIV, 25 MAY

Egypt said Friday it has
agreed to send United
Nations humanitarian aid
trucks through Israel’s main
crossing into Gaza, butit was
unclear if they will be able
to enter the territory as fight-
ingraged in the southern city
of Rafah amid Israel’s esca-
lating offensive there.

Meanwhile, the bodies
of three more hostages killed
on Oct. 7 were recovered
overnight from Gaza, Israel’s
army said Friday. The CIA
chief met in Paris with Israeli
and Qatari officials, trying to
revive negotiations for a
cease-fire and a hostage
release.

Gaza’s humanitarian cri-
sis has spiraled as the U.N.
and other aid agencies say
the entry of food and other
supplies to them has plunged
dramatically since Israel’s
Rafah offensive began more
than two weeks ago. On Fri-
day, the top U.N. court ~ the

International Court of Jus-
tice ~ ordered Israel to halt
the Rafah offensive, though
Israel is unlikely to comply.
At the heart of the prob-
lem lie the two main cross-
ings through which around
300 trucks of aid a day had
been flowing into Gaza before
the offensive began.
Israeli troops seized the
Rafah crossing into Egypt,
which has been inoperative
since. The nearby Kerem
Shalom crossing between
Israel and Gaza has remained
open, and Israel says it has
been sending hundreds of
trucks a day into it. But
while commercial trucks
have successfully crossed, the
U.N. says it cannot reach

Kerem Shalom to pick up aid
asitenters because fighting
in the area makes it too dan-
gerous.

As aresult, the U.N. says
it has received only 143
trucks from the crossing in
the past 19 days. Hundreds
of truckloads have been sit-
ting on the Gaza side of the
crossing unretrieved, accord-
ing to Israeli officials, who
say U.N. manpower limita-
tions are to blame. U.N. and
other aid agencies had to rely
on the far smaller number
of trucks entering daily from
a single crossing in north-
ern Gaza and via a U.S.-
built pier bringing supplies
by sea. Humanitarian groups
are scrambling to getfood to
Palestinians as some 900,000
people flee Rafah, scattering
across central and southern
Gaza. Aid workers warn Gaza
is near famine. UNRWA, the
main U.N agency in the
humanitarian effort, had to
haltfood distribution in Rafah
citybecauseithad run outof
supplies.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Divisional Raiway Manager, N.W. Riy
Bianer for and on bahalf of Presidant
of India invites sealed open tender for
the folipwing work on the date shown
as below.(1) Tender No.: S&T-BKN-
ET-200 (2) Nama of work with its
location: Provision of Coach
Guidance System at Mapasar, Sn
Dungargarh, Rajaldesar, Tahsil
Bhadra, Hanumangarh Town, Siwani,
Jharli and Kaanur Kalan Hasway
stations over Bikanar Division having
sioppage of 08 of mome rmearwd
copchas Trains [3) Approx. cost of
the work; T 21878823 24/ [4) Bid
Security Amount: 7259400/ (5] Date
& Time for submisslon ol tandar &
opening of tender: Upto 1500 Hrs
on 14.06 2024 (6] Website on which
complete Tender details can be
seen & downloaded: www
ireps.govin BO04-DEr24

PROVISION OF ROB/RUB AT

LUMDING DIVISION
Tender Notice No. LMGEENGG/TE

of 2024. E-tenders are invited by
the undersigned for the following
works: 5i Mo. 1. Name of work:
Feasibility study and detailed project
report for elimination of 31 Nos
Lavel Crossings by provision of
ROBMAUB undar the junsdiction of
DENA! Lumding Division, Tender
valua: 71, 30 60, 484.14/- Earnast
Money: T2,15,300/-. Date & time of
Closing of tender: 17-06-2024 at
15:00 hrs. Date & time of Opening
of tender: 18-06-2024 at 15:00
hra. The complete information with
tendar documanis ol above a-landarn
will be available up-to 15.00 hrs. of
17-08-2024 in wabsiie httpuifanarw.
ireps.gov.in.

DRM (Works), Lumding

E NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

0] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (&,

E-TENDER NOTICE

TENDER

Tender Notice No.: 04/2024 Dtd:22-05-2024
The under signed on behalf of the President of India, invites sealed
Tenders for the following works,

Tender Due

Description of k
escription of works Dads

Tender Quantity

Sl Ho, 1: Tender No. 01249106 RC

2 years Rate Contract for (I)|PL No. B015N001=
& (i) Manufacturing and|1132500 Nos
supply of Metal Liner RDSO |PL No. B015N002=
Drg MNo, T-8748, (i)]1386080 Nos

Manufacturing and supply of |PL No. 6015N003=
Metal Liner RDS0 Drg No |38334Mos

T-3740

Mote - For full details of Tender Motice and Tender Documents,
Tendersr may log on (o the website [www. ireps.gov.in) prospective
bidder who intend to participate in above tenders are required fo log
in themsalves with the above website and submit their offer
electronically, If thay are already registerad with IREPS. In casa thay
are not registered with IREPS, they are advised to obtain class-lli
Digital Signature Certificate from the certifying agencies under Govi
of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above tenders

PCMMI/CON, Guwahati
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Construction Organization

Serving Cusfomers With 4 Smile

12-06-2024

G2

Tender Opening on
18.06.2024

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Mothoe: 082024
Dated: 22.05 2024

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

8.M.| Tander No. Description U -0
Tharmal UTS Tickal Printed as] 140
1 | 132451434 peiir mttivchad CRIS Specification. | MNos v | 180820

Mota:- (1) The complels information of above E-Procurement Tender are avadable on
IREPS wabaila lo hitp: www.Ireps.gov.in, (2) Bids othaer than in the form of E-Bids
shall not be Boceplad agains! above Tendar, For this purposs. Ventdons are requined to
gl themsalves registered wilh IREPS website along with class 1] digital sigrnniuns
cartficalas issuad by COA under IT Acl-2000, (3) Rates sniened o Financs rale
page and duly signed digitally shall only be considered, Rates and any other finasncial

&-Tender i imviied on behalf of the President
of india for the under menbioned work

1, e-Tender No.: ECR-CAQ-C-5-ETEN-07-
24-25 In two packet system, Name of work:
Earth Work in Cufting. filing, bianketng,
turfing. construction of ROB/RUBALHS, RCC
and PSC minor bndges, Hetsining wall,

antity In @&ny other farmietisr head If attached by vendor shall be siraight awary ignoned
and shall not be considansd, (4) Documents belng attached should be signed on their
body. (5) Allecation for “Cosl of Drawing” s Z-650 and for “"Earnesi Maoniy Daposl
[EMD)" s Daposil Mise, shores - 00844517, |n case of any difficully helpdesk aeailable
an the IREPS websile may be approached,

f Morth cantral railways | weaw. nerirdisnmitways.gevin | § @northcantrairaiiway | | Boreosss

903/24 (A

Drrain, supplying and fixing various Board,
Land Boundary piiars, bridge inspechion
sleps and other associaled works for civil
Engineernng work of Garhwa Road ROR-
Phaza-ll (4. 11Km) between Garfwa Road-
Sigsigi Station of Dhanbad Dwvision under
jurisdiciion of Dy CE/C/BRKA, Approx cost
of the work in (Rs.) : 26,64 31 583 &4, Bid
Security in (Rs.): 14,82 200 00, Period of
work completion: 12 [Twelve] Months,
Date and time for closing of tender
13.06.2024 at 1530 hes. Any @-lenders
which 3 sant by Post/Counies/Fax or by hand
will not be accepled. Al such manual
submission of kender aven if i is on firm's
lafter pad of recened N Dme will nol be
gccapled, The above e-lender documend
alongwith full information is available on
website hitpowww.ireps.govin, Mote: In
case of any descripencies found in lender
notice, English version will be final
Tenderers are requestad o visd the wehbsita
hitp:liwww.ireps.gov.in afleast 15 days
before st date of closing, for (3les!
compendumicomeciions efc n conneciion
with thess e-iender.

Session 2024-25

PM SHRI KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA

BARDHAMAN

NOTICE FOR FIRM REGISTRATION AND
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Firms and companies are invited to register with this Vidyalaya
for providing Annual Maintenance Contract and Services of PM
Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya Bardhaman. Firms and companies
interested in registration can download the registration form from
the office and school website: https:/burdwan.kvs.ac.in and
submit it to the school office by 12-00 noon on 06-06-2024 (For
more information you can visit the website of the abovementioned

school).

(1) Canteen Services and Catering (2) Annual Maintenance
Contract for Plumbing (3) Annual Maintenance Contract for
Electrical Appliances (4) Annual Maintenance Contract for Repair
and Maintenance of Desks and Benches etc. (5) Services of Paint,
Table and Chairs (6) Annual Maintenance Contract for Air
Conditioner (7) Printing of Flex & Banners (8) Services of Tractor,
JCB and Roller (9) Signed Board Artist Supplies (Signed board
artist supply) (10) Paver Blocks laying (11) False ceiling work etc.

T e e Pt i Sd/-
7w Tk, wieRETE, e Principal
PROSSICONSENGGET24-25/44

(1% Call)

e-Tender Reference no.- WRIDVGPCDIV/SBG/SBD/01/2024-25 , Dated :24.05.2024

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER |
GANGA PUMP CANAL DIVISION, SAHIBGANJ

e- Procurement Short Tender Notice

| 1 | Name of Department

=S

1 | Mame of Work

| Estimated Cost of BOQ
| Time of Completion ___
| Cost of BOQ (Tender Fee)
| Earnest Money required

o0 [l O [y e

Bid downloading period

[ 10 Lagst date / Time for receipt of bids online

11 | Date and Time of Opening of Tender
12 | Contaci no. of Procurement officer

: Dhate of Publication of Tender on websilie

_| WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, GOVT. OF JHARKHAND
2 | Name & nddress of office Inviting tender | Executive Engineer, Gangn Pump Canal Division, Sahibganj |
Anti Erosion waork on the right hank of river (anga from East Pronpur o
Shridhar Cobony no, 10 in Udhws block under dissrict Sahibgang in 600M under
tofsl length 12006, |14 mos Simd of 21m length each 6 600 OO0 waith

comstruction of Launch Appeon in | 2m lengih. |
| (Lat-24.921153%, Long-AT.91 366" )
| 750,709 lakh.
| 300 Days
| R, 10,000,00
| Ra. 751,060,040
| (M 2024
! TG4 1o | 5N 2024
[ 1306/2024 up 1o 05060 pm
! | BADA2024 or 0300 P
| THT 7240428

Note: F urther detuily can be seen on website hitp:/jharkhandienders. gov.in
(14} Omnly E tender will be accepted, Estimnted cost may be changed. Eamest money will be applicable as per estimaned

cosl

(15) Tender Fee & Earnest money wll be acoepted only in online mode in sccordance to letter no, 120 dated 03102023 of
Ministry of Electronics and IT dept, Govi, of Jharkhand and Letter no, 907 dated 04, 102023 0f WRD Tharkhand,
(16) Additional Performance Security will be applicable for the bid rate more than 10%6 below of cost of BOO) acceptable |
in puidance of lettwr no 430 dated 19.11.2020 of C.E (Monitonng) WED Jharkhand.
Note: Permission for this work is granted by Election Commission of India vide letter no. 4376/ES-1 0K D-HP/ 2024

dated 07,035,024,
| PR 325089 District(24-25)D

Executive Engineer
Ganga Pump Canal Division Sahibgan]

|
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‘Modiisthewatchman of
therightsofthedeprived’

PMsaid he willstaunchly defendthereservation of Scheduled Castesand Scheduled Tribes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GHAZIPUR, 25 MAY

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday
lashed out at the INDI
alliancein Uttar Pradesh,
alleging that the SP and the Con-
gress can stoop to any level in
their pursuit of votes and power.
"The prince of SPhad once
said thathewould stop the entry
of the mafia but ended up
making them sitin hislap. He
nurtured mafiasinstead. With-
intheINDIalliance, all parties
exhibit traits of being extreme-
ly communal, casteist, and
promote nepotismwithin their
own families," he charged.
Modisaid thataslongashe
isalive, hewill staunchly defend
the reservation of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
Modi is the watchman of the
rights of thedeprived, headded.
Besides, the PM said, "Con-
gress obstructed the recogni-
tion of Baba Saheb with the
Bharat Ratna. They united to
defeat a Dalit President. The

members of the INDI alliance
are engaged in looting the
reservationrights of Dalitsand
backward communities. They
are trying to snatch the reser-
vation of Pasi, Noniya, Yadav,
Bind, Kurmi, and Patel by giv-
ing reservation to Muslims in
Karnataka overnight. Reser-
vation for backward classes
was given to Muslims".
Addressingan election meet-
inghereinsupportof BJP can-
didate Parasnath Rai, the PM

said that the Congress had
even made fun of the dignity
of the Army soldiers.

"Every effort was made to
fool them.When the BJPnom-
inated me asthe PM candidate
in 2013, I had announced to
implement One Rank One
Pensionin Haryana. This shook
the Congress as it had insult-
ed the ex-servicemen.Whether
it was Ghazipur, UP, or the
entire country, the leaders of
the family started building

SP candidate protests supporter's
detentionin Ambedkarnagar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AMBEDKARNAGAR, 25 MAY

Samajwadi Party's Lok Sabha
candidate from Ambedkarna-
gar, Lalji Verma, engaged in a
heated argument with the
police when they tried to take
his close aide and formerblock
member, Lavkush Verma, into
custodyonthedayofvotinghere
on Saturday.

This altercation followed a
midnightincidentwhere police
claimed to have recovered Rs
1 lakh in cash from a vehicle
belonging to Lavkush in the
Tandaarea. The police confis-
cated the money for investi-
gation and registered a case
under the Model Code of Con-
duct.

On Saturday, the police
arrived at Lavkush'shouse and
forcibly entered the premises
byjumpingover the gatewhen
no oneresponded to their call
toopen themain entrance. Sub-
sequently, other members of
thepolice teamalso entered the
house.

Upon receiving the
news, LaljiVermarushed there
and contested the police claim.
He also objected to the police
action of taking Luvkush into
custody. Later, LaljiVermatook
away Luvkush in his car.

Meanwhile, the officials of
the Samajwadi Party com-
plained to the ECI, alleging
that Lalji Verma had been
placed underhouse arrestand
thepolicewere notallowinghim

to leave his residence.

On the other hand, the
police said that during a rou-
tine check by the FST team on
Fridaynight, LavkushVermawas
caught distributing money
from hisvehicle toinfluence vot-
ersand thatasum ofRs 1,00,000
wasrecovered from him. Sub-
sequently, acase (crime num-
ber117/24) wasunder sections
188and 171D of theIPC at the
Aliganj police station.

Inastatement, the police said
that when they went to ques-
tion Lavkush at his residence
regarding the aforementioned
case, SP candidate LaljiVerma
intervened and protested against
the police action despite being
briefed about the entire situ-
ation.

palace after palace for their fam-
ily, while the rural poor, farm-
ers and deprived people con-
tinued to struggle for basic
necessities of life. Modi has
brought 25 crore people out of
povertyintenyears," he claimed.

Modi said that earlier, the
mafiafreelyroamed aroundin
vehicleswithred beacons, and
riotshad become synonymous
with UP'sidentity. Tradersand
businessmen sufferedlossesdue
to this. The SP nurtured mafias
and gave them tickets.

He said that similar habits
persistwithin the SPand Con-
gressas their prioritiesrevolve
around nepotism, casteism,
and corruption.

Modisaid, "Remember how
Congress used to run govern-
ments. The foundation stone
of Tadighatwaslaid by Gahmari
Babu, yet the projectremained
pendingfor sixdecades despite
INDI alliance parties forming
governments in succession.
Butthe bridge was notbuilt. This
bridge was constructed when
yougave Modiachancetoserve.

It was my good fortune to ful-
fil Babuji'sdream and come here
toinaugurateit. The Congress
hasexpertise in postponing proj-
ectsand disregardingrights. It
also did not allow the imple-
mentationof One Rankand One
Pension scheme for our army
personnel.”

PM Modi said that the old
people of Ghazipur are well
aware of how Gahmari ji
endured the pain.

"With tears in his eyes, he
recounted to Nehrujihowthe
people here used to collect
wheat in the cow dung. Polit-
ical dramas unfolded in the Con-
gress government; the Patel
Commission was formed to
throwdustin the eyes of the peo-
ple, yet the files gathered dust
withoutanyaction. In contrast,
our government is giving free
ration to every poor. Even dur-
ing the Covid crisis, the gov-
ernment arranged food for
everyone. We allocate lakhs of
crores of rupees for free ration
so that no poor person faces
problems," he claimed.

54.02 per centvotinginsixth phase of LS
pollsin UPamid severe heatwave conditions

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 25 MAY

Anestimated 54.02 % of2.70
crore voters have used their
franchise in the sixth phase
of pollingin 14 Lok Sabha seats
in Uttar Pradesh on Saturday
,amid severe heat wave con-
ditions.

This could be the lowest
polling percentage in this
elections in UP as in earlier
phases the voting was record-
ed between 58 % to 60%.

Except of reports of minor
brawls between supporters
of BJP and INDI alliance in
Azamgarh, Basti, Mach-
lishahar, Phulpur and
Ambedkarnagar, the polling
was peaceful.

Inthe early hours, reports
also poured in over mal-
functioning of EVMs which
led to delay in starting the
polling in several booths .

Voters reached the polling
station hours before the vot-
ing started at 7AM to avoid
the heatwave. But the polling
turned dull as the sun rose.

A voter aged 65 died due
to heat stroke in Shravasti ,
while a booth officer was
admitted to the hospital in
Basti.

ECl officials here said that
the votingwas 52.02 % at 5PM
and in next one houritreached
to justto 54.02 %.

A total of 162 candidates
fate were sealed in the EVMs
in the sixth phase pollsin the
state.

Maneka Gandhi from Sul-
tanpur, Bhojpuri actor and BJP
candidate Dinesh Lal Yadav
Nirahua and SP candidate
DharmendraYadav from Aza-
mgarh, TMC candidate
Laliteshpati Tripathi from
Bhadoi and Congress candi-
date Ujjwal Raman Singh
from Allahabad Lok Sabha seat
were the prominent candi-
dates in the frayin this phase
.Alongwith 14 Lok Sabha seat,
EC also held by-election of
Gansadi assembly segment
in Balrampur district. The

‘Government hasalready been formedin first five phases’

AGENCIES
PATNA, 25 MAY

Assam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma on Saturday
expressed confidencein BJP's
victory in the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections and claimed
that the government has
already been formed in the
firstfive phases of elections.
Speaking with a news
agency, Himanta Biswa Sarma
said, "The government has
already been formed in the
firstfive phases of elections...
The sixth and seventh phas-
esarejustforseat margins...
We (BJP) are quickly going
towards the 400 mark..."
The Assam Chief Minis-
ter also took a sarcastic jibe
at Rashtriya Janata Dal leader
Tejashwi Yadav and said,
"Tejashwihas nothing to do

except singing... The gov-
ernment is of BJP, elections
arein 2027...Thereisagood
government of JD(U) and
BJP.. In Delhi, PM Modi will
run the government so Tejash-
wiwill have to sing songs only.
So, itis nice that he (Tejash-

wi) has started singing and
practising”

Sarma also expressed his
views on the Uniform Civil
Code (UCCQC) and said, "It is
written in our Constitution
to bring Uniform Civil Code.
Today, Rahul Gandhireads the
'red Constitution', Tejashwi
Yadavreads the 'red Consti-
tution'... But we read the
Constitution by BR Ambed-
kar and that is why, we want
to bring UCC."

Notably, Sarmahad alleged
that Rahul Gandhi carries
the Chinese Constitution in
his rallies. Taking to his offi-
cial Xhandle, Sarma on May
17 had posted, "The original
copy of the Constitution of
India has a blue cover. The
original Chinese constitu-
tion has a red cover. Does
Rahul carry a Chinese Con-

stitution? We will need to
verify."

Sarma also spoke about his
visit to the late BJP leader
Sushil Kumar Modi and said,
"I also went to his place and
paid tribute to him."

Sarma also took to his
official Xhandle and posted
about his visit to the residence
of Sushil Kumar Modi. He said,
"I’ had the privilege of work-
ing closely with respected
Sushil Modi ji. I learnt a lot
from him..."

He added, "Struggle was
an important part of Sushil
Modi's publiclife. He fought
for democracy during the
Emergency and when the
clouds of Jungle Raj were
looming over Bihar... His
absence from among us today
is a big loss for the BJP and
the state of Bihar."

Indi Alliance is anti-Hindu, seeking power at nation's cost: CM Yogi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GORAKHPUR, 25 MAY

In a strong reaction to West
Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee's controversial
remarks about globally
renowned Sanatani spiritu-
al institutions like Bharat
Sevashram Sangha and
Ramakrishna Mission, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath claimed that the
entire Indi Alliance, includ-
ing the Congress, TMC, RJD,
and SP were engaged in anti-
Hindu politics.

Talking to the mediain the
Gorakhnath Temple com-
plexbefore leaving for Ballia
to campaign for the Lok Sabha
elections on Saturday morn-

ing, CM Adityanath accused
the alliance of prioritising
power over nation. “These par-
ties want power at the cost of
the country and no Indian will
accept this”, he remarked.
Referring to the contro-
versial statement made by
TMC chiefMamata Banerjee
against Bharat Sevashram
Sangh and Ramakrishna Mis-
sion in West Bengal, the CM
emphasised thatboth organ-
isations were esteemed reli-
gious and spiritual institutions
inIndia. He praised Ramakr-
ishna Mission, which follows
the ideals of Swami Vivekanan-
da, forits commendable work
in promoting the values and
principles of Sanatan Dhar-
ma and India's spiritual her-

{4
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itage across the country and
the world.

“Similarly, Bharat
Sevashram Sangha s an influ-
ential spiritual organization,
which has done commend-
able work in promoting the
values and principles of

Sanatan Dharma both with-
inIndia and globally, follow-
ing the ideals of Swami Prana-
vananda. Both organizations
have also acted in advance-
ment of numerous service
projects worldwide”, he stat-
ed.

The CM further pointed
that opposing Sanatan Dhar-
ma and Hindus, is the foun-
dation of the politics of the
Indi Alliance and all its con-
stituents including Congress,
SPTMC, RJD and Aam Aadmi
Party and the statements
made by its leaders, includ-
ing Mamata Banerjee, reflect-
ed their frustration over their
impending defeat.

Praising Ramakrishna Mis-
sion and Bharat Sevashram
Sangha for their extensive
efforts in promoting spiritu-
ality and culture through
commendable service proj-
ects, both in India and around
the world, the CM cited Swami
Vivekananda, who had proud-
ly declared, "We should say

with pride that we are Hin-
dus."

Adityanath stated that the
followers and devotees of
these esteemed organiza-
tions will give a befitting reply
to Congress, TMC, and the Indi
Alliance. He compared the cur-
rent situation to the era of
Ravana when sages were
threatened, asserting that
Sanatan Dharma will not be
intimidated by such provo-
cations and will respond in
a decisive manner.

The CM stated that while
the Indi Alliance parties were
threatening Hindu religious
and spiritual institutions,
they were also undermining
the rights of backward caste
people.

He pointed out that in
2010, the TMC government
in West Bengal diluted OBC
reservations by including 118
Muslim castes in the OBC cat-
egory, depriving millions of
individuals from backward
castes of reservation benefits
over the past 14 years. He
demanded an apology from
Mamata Banerjee's TMC gov-
ernment and Congress for this
injustice meted out to the OBC
community.

He emphasised that tak-
ing away the rights of youth
and citizens was unacceptable
and contrary to the principles
of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, who
clearly stated that reservations
should not be based on reli-
gion.

polling percentage till 6PM
was 51.10% in the assembly
by-election.

State Chief Electoral Offi-
cer (CEO) Navdeep Rinwa said
here on Saturday that polling
was completed in a peaceful
note. CEO said based on the
informationreceived from the
districts till 6 pm, the total aver-
age voting in 14 Lok Sabha
constituencies of the state was
54.02 percent, in which 55.50
% in Sultanpur, 51.60% in Prat-
apgarh, 51.75% in Phulpur,
61.54% in Ambedkarnagar,
52.76% in Shravasti, 51.94%
in Dumariyaganj, 56.6% in
Basti, 52.63% in Santakbir-
nagar, 54.14% in Lalganj (SC),
56.07% in Azamgarh, 55.52%
in Jaunpur, 54.43 % in Machh-
lishahar (SC) and 53.07% in
Bhadohi.

1,430 Myanmarese
nationals took
shelter in Mizoram
in last 10 days

AIZAWL, 25 MAY

A total of 1,430 Myanmarese
nationals took shelter in the
north-eastern state of Mizoram
in the last 10 days amid fresh
clashes in the neighbouring
country between the army
and 'pro-democratic forces',
an official said on Saturday.

Accordingtoan official, at
least40 Myanmarese nation-
als including women and
children crossed the India-
Myanmar forested borderon
Friday and Saturday. They
took shelter in Mizoram's
Saitual and Champhai districts.

Villagers of the two districts
are providing food and shel-
ter to therefugees, sources said.

According to a Mizoram
government official, the
refugees, mostly belonging
toMyanmar's Chinstate, fled
to different villages of Mizo-
ram due to fear triggered by
the armed clashes between
"Tatmadaw' (Myanmar mili-
tary) and pro-democratic
forcesled by the Chin Nation-
al Army.

Villagers claimed the
migrants also feared airraids
by the country's Air Force.

District officials, mean-
while, have been collectingthe
details of the Myanmarese
nationals. Meanwhile, oppo-
sition Mizo National Front
(MNF) leader T.C. Pachhun-
gasaid that despite continu-
ousdemands, the Centre has
notyet provided any assistance
to the Mizoram government
to providereliefto therefugees
from Myanmar, Bangladesh
and internally displaced peo-
ple from Manipur. IANS
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The Indianstarted slow as the 10-time Bulgarian NationalChampion tookan upperhand

Bihar Cricket Association
to organise women's
domestic tournament
from June 2024: The Bihar
Cricket Association (BCA)
is going to organize a
domestic tournament for
women of the state of all
categories (Senior, Under-
23, U19, U-15) in June
2024 with a view to give
competitive exposure to
its women players. The
main goal of the BCA
Women's Domestic Tour-
hament is to make the
women players match fit
for the upcoming Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) domestic sea-
son 2024-2025. BCA under
the leadership of its presi-
dent Rakesh Tiwari will
organize the domestic
tournament from the
first/second week of June
2024, a release said. For
the women's domestic
tournament, the BCA will
conduct selection trials
for women players of all
categories (Senior, Under-
23, U19, U-15) from May
26 in Patna. All players
must report at the Sakha
Ground Rajendra Nagar
premises by 9 am. The tri-
als will be held in Patnha
only and players from dif-
ferent location can take
part in the trials according
to the schedule men-
tioned above. The BCA
chief has assured that tal-
ented players would not
be overlooked based sole-
ly on their team's per-
formance and individuals
showcasing promising
skills will receive opportu-
hities.

sSurfing Federation of
India launches 5th edition
of Indian Open of Surfing:
The Surfing Federation of
India (SFI), the governing
body for the sports of
Surfing and Stand-Up Pad-
dling in the country, has
officially launched the
fifth edition of the Indian
Open of Surfing, a premier
national surfing competi-
tion, here on Saturday.
Scheduled to take place
from May 31 to June 2 at
the picturesque Sasihithlu
Beach in Mangalore, the
three-day event will be
organised by the Surfing
Swami Foundation and
hosted by the local
Mantra Surf Club under
the aegis of SFI.

ISL Cup winner M

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 25 MAY

Indian Super League 2023-24
Cup winners, Mumbai City FC
have announced the release
of seven players after their con-
tracts conclude at the end of
this month. Naocha Singh,
Bhaskar Roy, Mohammad
Nawaz, Gurkirat Singh, Rowllin
Borges, Tondomba Singh and
Jakub Vojtus will leave the club
on May 31.

"We express our grati-
tude to these players for their
valuable contributions and
wish them all the best for their
future,”" the Indian Super
League champion said in a
statement on Saturday.

Naocha Singh -- on loan
this season at Kerala Blasters
-- signed on a free transfer, will
be leaving the club at the
end ofhis contracton May 31.
During his several loan stints,
Naocha proved to be an
important part of multiple
squads, also winning the I-
League with Punjab FCin the

HARPAL SINGH BEDI
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

ational champi-
onships bronze
medallist Abhi-
manyu Loura put

up a dominating display to
pack-off Bulgaria’s Kristiyan
Nikolov in the 80kg catego-
ry of the 2nd Boxing World
Qualifiers for Paris Olympics
in Bangkok on Saturday.
The Indian started slow

as the 10-time Bulgarian
National Champion took an
upper hand in the opening
round.

But the 21-year-old Indi-
an quickly switched gears
and went on the offensive in

Bangladesh ‘hopetul’ of Taskin Ahmed’s return
for T20 World Cup opener against Sri Lanka

AGENCIES
DHAKA, 25 MAY

Bangladesh Cricket Board's
chief physician Debashish
Chowdhury has confirmed
that pacer Taskin Ahmed,
who is undergoing rehabili-
tationin the USA, will recov-
er in time from his injury
and will be available for their
T20World Cup 2024 opening
match against Sri Lanka on
June 8.

Taskin was named in
Bangladesh's 15-member
squad for the T20 pinnacle
despite healing from the dis-
placed fracture in the rib
region on theright side. How-
ever, Debashish Chowdhury
is satisfied with the pacer's
progress following the recent
MRI scan result.

He added that Taskin will
resume bowling with the
short run-up in the coming
days.

"Taskin's improvementis
very good and satisfying. He

" L]

2022/23 season.

Bhaskar Roy, who joined
the club in 2022, will also
depart after his contract
expires with the Islanders, hav-
ingwon the ISL Shield and Cup

is going through a rehabili-
tation process and under-
going gym training. He is
doing running sessions and
we will introduce bowling
later," Debashish Choudhury
told Cricbuzz.

"Wejust got the reports (of
the MRI scan) and talked to
the doctor, and it seemed
the fractureis almosthealed
and now we will slowly intro-
duce him to short run-up
bowling and later increase the
intensity. Heis not having any
problem with running and
now we will be doing throw-
ingsessions in the coming days
before starting to bowl with
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durmg his time at the club.

Mohammad Nawaz, who
joined the club from FC Goa
on a three-year deal, will
depart at the end of May as
well. For the Islanders, Nawaz

Para-Athletics Worlds: Indian
contingent records highest-ever medal tally

AGENCIES
KOBE, 25 MAY

Simran Sharma won gold in
theWomen's 200 metres T12
category asmedals continue
to pour for India in the 2024
Para-AthleticsWorld Cham-
pionship in Kobe, Japan.
Preethi Pal won her second
medal of the Championship
with abronzeintheWomen's
100 meters T35 category.

Preethi had earlier won
bronze in 200 meters in the
same category.

India's Navdeep won a
bronze medal with a sea-
son-best performance of
42.82 meters in the Men's
Javelin Throw F41 category.

With Saturday’s medals,
India's tallyreached 17 includ-

ingsix gold, five silver and six
bronze, their highest ever in
the history of the esteemed
competition surpassing the
2023 tally.

The Indian para-athletics
team's performance in Kobe
is a testament to their hard

work, resilience, and the
robust support system pro-
vided by coaches, support
staff, and the Athletics Fed-
eration of India.

Their success serves as
an inspiration to aspiring
athletes across the country and

short run-ups. We are hope-
ful he will be available from
the opening game of the
World Cup ifhe continues to
progress in this manner," he
added.

The 29-year-old pacer is
currently travelling with the
team for the three-match
T20I series against the USA.
Bangladesh lost the first two
matches and will play for
pridein the final game of the
series on Saturday.

Taskin last featured in the
first four T20Is against Zim-
babwe before missing out
on the final match of the
series. He scalped eight wick-
ets and was named Player of
the Series for his performance.

Bangladesh have also
added pacer Hasan Mah-
mud as a travelling reserve for
Taskin to tackle any adversary.
Before heading to the T20
World Cup, Bangladesh will
play two warm-up fixtures
against the USA on May 28 and
against India on June 1.

M s |
L.

made 28 appearances and kept
eight clean sheets during his
time at the club.

Gurkirat Singh will also
leave the Islanders after the
end of his three-year contract.

reinforces India's growing
stature ininternational para-
athletics.

DeepthiJeevanji on Mon-
day set a world record of
55.06 seconds in the Women’s
400m T20 category which
secured the gold medalin an
incredible display of hard
work and motivation.

"Breaking the world record
and winning gold at the World
Championships is a dream
come true. I am grateful for
the support of my coaches,
family, and the entire Indian
contingent. This is just the
beginning, and [ am excited
for the future, especially with
the Paris Paralympics on the
horizon," said Deepthi Jee-
vanji after breaking the world
record.

the second round and earned
the bragging rights for the
round with four of the five
judges voting in favour of him.

The Indian continued the
flurry of punchesin the third
and final round too, to final-
ly clinch the bout 3-0 and
ensure two wins out of two
for the Indian contingentin
Bangkok.

Earlier, it was Sachin
Siwach who had opened
India’s account with awinin
the 57kg category against
Alex Mukuka of New Zealand
on Friday.

India has fielded seven
men and three women in
the 2nd world qualifiers and
Abhinash Jamwal (63.5kg)
and Nishant Dev (71kg) will
take the ring on Sunday for
the first time.

Jamwal faces Andriejus
Lavrenovas of Lithuania in his
opening boutwhile Nishant
takes on Amando Bighafa of
Guinea-Bissau. Nikhat Zareen
(50kg), Preeti (54kg), and
Lovlina Borgohain (75kg)
have already secured their
spots for Paris .

Junior Women’s Hockey : India pips Belgium

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI 25 MAY

Striker Kanika Siwach scored
an Impressive brace as Indi-
an Junior Women’s Hockey
Team beat Belgium, winning
in the shootout 4-2 after the
score was tied 2-2 at the end
of regulation time at Antwerp
on Saturday.

TheIndians were quick to
find their form and assert
themselves in the first quar-
ter. An early penalty corner

resulted in Kanika

Siwach sounding the boards
to take the lead. Soon after,
Kanika scored her second
goal for the nightin the same
quarter to make it 2-0.

Maintaining their momen-
tum, India saw through a
goalless second quarter to
restrict the Belgian unit and
find themselves in a com-
manding position at halftime.

Belgium found opportu-
nities in the third quarter,
includinga crucial penalty cor-

ner, however, the Indian defen-
sive unit managed to restrict
Belgium and maintain the
surplus.

In the final quarter, Belgium
finally broke the shackles,
scoring twice in quick suc-
cession to tie the score at 2-
2, minutes before fulltime. In
the ensuing shootout, India
emerged victorious to win
the contest 2-2 (4-2 SO).

The Indians Junior will play
their next match against Ger-
many in Breda on 26th May.

Malaysia Masters Open; Sindhu in Semi-finals

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI 25 MAY

Former world champion PV
into the
semi-finals of the Malaysia
Masters badminton women’s

Sindhu stormed

singles event after a three-
game victory over China’s
HanYue at the Axiata Arena
in Kuala Lumpur .

Sindhu, 15th in the lat-
est badminton world rank-
ings, defeated the top-seed-
ed 21-13, 14-21, 21-12.

Despite losing the second
game, the Indian seeded
fifth, managed to keep her
composurein the decider to
secure the win over her world
No. 6 opponent in 55 min-
utes.

The two-time Olympic
medallist clinched five con-
secutive points to win the first
game from a 16-13 lead.

Han Yue began the sec-
ond game on a positive note
and opened up a 15-3 lead
at one point. Although Sind-
huwas able to close the gap
to 18-13, she failed to over-

umbai City FC to release seven players at end of the month

The Chandigarh native signed
in September 2021 from Indi-
an Arrows had 49 appearances
and scored two goals for
Mumbai City FC.

Rowllin Borges -- onloan
this season at FC Goa -- who
was anintegral part of the ISL
double-winning squad in
2020/21, will be concluding
asuccessful five-year stint with
Mumbai City FC at the end
of this month. Having signed
for the club in 2019, Borges
made 59 appearances and
scored four times.

Tondomba Singh, who is
on loan this season at Delhi
FC, will leave the club after
four seasons, having joined
in 2020. Jakub Vojtu§ who
joined the team in March
2024 on ashort-term contract
to replace the injured Iker
Guarrotxena will depart upon
the expiration of his con-
tract.

Mumbai City FC lifted
their second ISL title earlier
this month after a 3-1 win over
Mohun Bagan in the final.

turn the initial deficitand was
forced to play a decider.

In the final game, the 28-
year-old showed her intent
earlyonand tooka9-1lead.
Thatinitial dominance was
enough to see her through
the third game and secure her
progress to the last four.

Sindhu, who had recent-

ly skipped the Uber Cup
and Thailand Open, will be
up against world No. 20
Busanan Ongbamrungphan
of Thailand for a place in the
final of the BWF Super 500
tournament.

The Indian is looking to
win her first BWF World Tour
title since winning the Sin-

gapore Open back in 2022.

Meanwhile, Ashmita Chal-
iha’s campaign in women’s
singles ended in the quarter-
finals after she lost to sixth
seed ZhangYi Man of China
in straight games.

Chaliha, ranked 53rd in
the world, suffered a 21-10,
21-15 defeat to her world No.
16 opponentin 30 minutes.
She had earlier stunned
world No. 10 Beiwen Zhang
of USA 21-19, 16-21, 21-12
to secure a place in the quar-
ter-finals.

Sindhu is now the lone
Indian still alive in the BWF
Super 500 tournament.

Kiran George, who was the
only Indian in men’s sin-
gles, had crashed out of the
tournament in the second
round. The women’s doubles
pairs of Treesa Jolly-Gayatri
Gopichand and Simran
Singhi-Ritika Thaker also
failed to get past the second
round along with mixed
doubles pair B Sumeeth
Reddy and Sikki Reddy.

T20 World Cup: Pakistan’s biggest chink is
always goingtobe tielding, says Hayden

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Former Australia batter
Matthew Hayden has assert-
ed that Pakistan's squad for
the next month's T20 World
Cup looks solid with a star-
studded line-up but their
fielding remains a 'biggest
chink' for them. Babar Azam
will lead Pakistan in the show-
piece event in the USA and
the West Indies, commenc-
ing on June 2. The runners-
up have named a strong
squad consisting of four lethal
pacers - Shaheen Afridi,
Mohammad Amir, Naseem
Shah and Haris Rauf.
Hayden lauded the fast-
bowling attack and termed the
quartet 'amazing' talents.
"Looking at the Pakistan
squad as usual Pakistan are
always dark horses when
comes to the World Cup. In
particular, their fast bowling
stocks are amazing. Shaheen

Shah Afridi, Naseem Shah,
who wasn't available for
selection in the lastWorld Cup
-that's a big comeback, and
then you have got Moham-
mad Amir as well and Haris
Rauf. You have four major
(bowlers) from the pace
attack," Hayden said in a
video posted by Star Sports
on X.

The veteran cricketer fur-
ther highlighted Pakistan's
batting prowess, having the
likes of Babar, Mohammad
Rizwan and Fakhar Zaman in
the side.

"You've got Shadab Khan
through the middle for spin-
ning and also a power-hitter
and at the top you've got big
three - captain Babar Azam,
glad to see him back at the
helm. He is the natural leader
and should be there and
you've got Mohammad
Rizwan as well that more
than likely will partner with
him and Fakhar Zaman, who

is dangerous left-hand strik-
er of the ball," the 52-year-
old said.

Hayden feels Pakistan
have a solid team and they
have to work on their field-
ing to improve their chances
in the forthcoming tourna-
ment.

"So, all in all, generally
speaking, their biggest chink
is always going to be fielding.
Their defensive effortsin the
field have and hopefully, in
this case, won't diminish
their performances. But
they're asolid team and a dan-
gerous team and certainly a
team to watch out for in this
T20World Cup across Amer-
icaand Barbados," he added.

Pakistan are currently
playing a four-match T20I
series against England and will
take on co-host USA in their
opening T20 World Cup match
in Texas on June 6 before
facing arch-rivals India in
New York on June 9.

Guardiola praises Vincent Kompany ahead
of rumoured Bayern Munich move

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Following the rumours sug-
gesting the arrival of Vincent
Kompany in Bayern Munich,
Pep Guardiola spoke nothing
butheaps of praise for Kom-
pany.

Bayern Munich has been
scouring the depths of the
managerial market and it
appears as though their search
is nearing completion with
reports suggesting the Bavar-
ian club may be close to
securingVincent Kompany'’s
signature.Vincent Kompany
is a legend at Manchester
City and played under Pep
Guardiola during his twilight
years.

“I'm happy with the link
between Bayern and Vinnie.

CM K
epaper.thestatesman.com

==

I have ahuge opinion of Vin-
nie, doesn’t matter if he got
relegated with Burnley. I have
the highest opinion about
his work, his personality,
knowledge of the game, and

the way he handles the media.
[ would love Bayern to take
the bestdecision, they deserve
it.Ilove thatclub.I'minlove
with Bayern Munich for many,
many reasons — especially the

people there,” said Guardio-
la during his pre match press
conference.

Kompanyjoined Burnley
in2022 andled the Clarinets
back to the Premier League
in the subsequent season.
His time in the league was dis-
appointing as Burnley got
relegated at the end of the
2023/24 season.

A jump from a relegated
Burnley to Bayern Munichis
something thatis unheard of
in football but the Spaniard
trusts in Kompany to do a great
job.

“Vincent Kompany will
become a future Man City
manager, mark my words.
Yeah, it will happen for sure.
You will call me when this is
goingto happen,” added the
Spaniard.
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YUVI PAJI SAID | CAN BE A BETTER BOWLER THAN HIM’

Following a match-winning performance with the ball in qualifier two against Rajasthan Royals (RR), Sun-
risers Hyderabad (SRH) batting all-rounder Abhishek Sharma said that he often had conversations about

= ster that he could be a better bowler than him. Spinners reigned supreme in the Qualifier 2 and
ga orchestrated Rajasthan Royals exit from the Indian Premier League by helping Sunrisers Hyderabad
walk away with a 36-run win at the Chepauk on Friday. SRH skipper Pat Cummins' gamble to put spin-
ners as their frontline attack against RR's power hitters worked like a charm for them.

IPL 2024 Final: Cummins
faces Gambhirtest

ThelPLcrownwillbetheicing on the cake for Cummins, whoisleadingaT20franchise forthefirsttimeinhiscareer

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

he stage is set for a
clash of wits between
two fiercely compet-
itive but contrasting
characters in Gautam Gamb-
hir and Pat Cummins as the
Kolkata Knight Riders chase
athird Indian Premier League
(IPL) crown against the unpre-
dictable 2016 champions Sun-
risers Hyderabad at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai on Sunday.

Both Gambhir and Cum-
mins have been handed over
the reins of their respective
sides ahead of this season
after both teams endured
mid-table finishes over the past
few seasons.

For Cummins, who has
hishands full after leading Aus-
tralia to the World Test Cham-
pionship title, the 2023 ODI
World Cup and the Ashes in
aspace of sixmonths, the IPL
crownwillbe theicingon the
cake for the pacer, who is
leadingaT20 franchise for the
first time in his career.

“Avery practical guy, very
humble, very empathetic to
his fellow teammates and
coaching staff. He is into the
statistics and gets the infor-
mation thathe needs against
a particular opposition in
certain conditions,” SRH assis-
tant coach Simon Helmot
described the skipper in a
nutshell after the team's win
against Rajasthan Royalsin the
second qualifier on Friday.

P AREELE  |PL2024: FINAL

KOLKATA
KNIGHT RIDERS

Captain:
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KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

Head-to-Head
ﬁf Kolkata Knight Riders

SUNRISERS
HYDERABAD

Captain:
Pat Cummins

Coach:
Daniel Vettori

MA Chidambaram
Stadium, Chennal

No
result: 1

won; 88 FESSE X
Highest total: 281/3

Matches played: 21

Sunrisers Hyderabad

Played: 181

Rit _frj won: 18 won: 9
~F Highest total; 208/1 Highest total: 228/4
Points table IPL 2024: lﬂagua Stagﬂ Stats Points table
Rank 1 Rank 2
No Net No Net
Matches Won Lost | result | run rate Paoints | Maotches | Won | Lost | result | run rate | Points
14 9 3] 2 1428 20 4 85 1 0414 17
Highest | Most | Most Most Highest | Most Most Muost
torat runs SINes wiCkels total Funs sines wickets
212/71 | 482 @ 32 20 281/3 = 561 42 19
¥5 Sunil Sunil Varun s Travis | Abhishek | T Natarajan
DC | Narine | Narine | Chakaravarthy| RCB | Head | Sharma
Cource: IPLTX) rom KBK gpﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂhiu

“He doesn’t waste time in
(team) meetings. Our team
meeting todaywas 35 seconds.
But, a lot of information has

already been spoken about,”
he said.

On Sunday, going by pop-
ular sentiment, the KKR side

will enter as the favourites but
one can't discount the Aus-
tralian cricketers in big-tick-
et finals, with the hero of the

ODIWorld Cup final —Travis
Head in red-hot form for the
Sunrisers, and Cumminswith
his fondness to “silence the
crowd”.

Amidst the captivating
duel between Cummins and
Gambhir, KKR’s captain
Shreyas Iyer finds himself
under the shadows of the
KKR mentor, but the Mum-
bai cricketer will have his
reasons to win the trophy
afterbeingdropped from the
BCCI’'sannual central contracts
ahead of the IPL. Winning
the IPL crowd could bolster
his chances of winning back
his lost pride.

The two teams met in the
first qualifierin which KKR out-
smarted SRH with clever
bowling plans on a massive
Motera ground and in Chen-
nai, SRH carried out a simi-
lar heist to outwit the Rajasthan
Royals on Friday. As such, it
promises to be another excit-
ing battle on the cards.

The last time KKR played
an IPLfinal in Chennai, it was
against the home side —
Chennai SuperKingsin 2012
under Gambhir, who also
knows a bit to silence a vocif-
erous crowd. He went on to
lead KKR to a second crown
in 2014, and with a bigger prize
in the India head coach’s
position awaiting, taking the
KKR to a third crown will
also bolster his chances to
prove himself before the
Cricket Advisory Commit-
tee.

One look at the overall

team compositions, the KKR
side finds all their bases cov-
ered with Sunil Narine, Andre
Russell, Rinku Singh, the two
Iyers -- Shreyas and Venkatesh
-- the two Ranas -- Nitish and
Harshit -- and spinner Varun
Chakravarthyin their ranks.

The SRH, on the other
hand, will take a lot of posi-
tives from their Friday night’s
show, especially from the
bowling perspective with
their part-time spin options
in Abhishek Sharma and
Shahbaz Ahmed effectively
taking the Royals out of the
game.

Abhishek will also be
expected to fire with the bat
along with Head — a luxury
that the SRH still can boast
in contrast to KKR after the
departure of Englishman Phil
Salt, back for national duty.
Head and Heinrich Klaasen
did get runs on a tricky sur-
face but the likes of Abhishek,
Rahul Tripathi and Nitish
Reddy would need to raise
their hands for SRH to lift the
title. On a track where taking
the pace off deliveries will be
the key, young KKR pacers
Harshit and Vaibhav Arora will
have to think out of the box
against Head, who has so
far amassed 567 runs. Anoth-
er interesting aspect of the IPL,
finalis that the match features
no member from India’s main
T20 World Cup squad. The
only Indian player associat-
ed with the final will be Rinku
Singh, who is in the travel-
ling reserves.
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‘AIFF U-17 Youth League
ofters both players, coaches
growth opportunities’

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

Football 4 Change Academy
head coach Lam Lun Mang
believes that AIFF U-17Youth
League offers both players,
coaches growth opportunities.

The Football 4 Change
Academy have come a long
way from competinglocally,
toreaching the semi-finals of
the AIFF U-17Youth League,
inwhatwas only their second
participation in the nation-
al level league.

The side hailing from
Manipur have played 13
matches in the league, and
head coach Lam Lun Mang
believes that these have
allowed his boys tolearnand
improve.

“We participated in this
league for the first time last
year and only played till the
zonals. This time, the AIFF
launched this tournament
onahome and away basisin
the Group Stage, and I feel that
was avery good initiative,” said
Mang to AIFE

“We're dealing with kids
here, so when they start play-
ing at this level, they don't
immediately perform. But
this format allowed us to
play, learn and improve over
time, and that helped our
boys,” he said. “The more

games we play, the betterwe
perform.”

Football 4 Change fin-
ished top of Group C in the
Group Stage, overcoming
opponents like Shillong
Lajong, NorthEast United,
Aizawl FC, and Harisinga
Town Club. They followed
thatup with asecond-placed
finishin Group C of the Final
Rounds, behind Zinc Football
Academy, and a victory over
Kerala Blasters (2-0) in the
quarter-finals. However, their
campaign came to an end in
the semi-finals with a 0-4
defeat at the hands of defend-
ing champions Classic Foot-
ball Academy. “The Group
Stage was quite difficult for
us, aswe faced some very good
teams, but our boys did well,
and that prepared us better
for the final rounds,” said
Mang. “The teams in the
finals were also very good, of
course, butlfelt that ourside
was much more prepared as
aunitewhenwe played them,
than when we played in the
Group Stage.”

-Rayals returnwith handfulof positives after SRH endstheir IPL campaign

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 25 MAY

For Rajasthan Royals, it was
yet again a missed opportu-
nity toreach their second IPL
finalin three years after Sanju
Samson & Co were caught off-
guard by a shrewd Sunrisers
Hyderabad that banked on
their left-arm part-timers for
a 36-run win to set their date
with Kolkata Knight Ridersin
the IPL 2024 final on Sunday.

The Royals’ batting unit,
which had fired on all cylin-
ders throughout the tourna-
ment, lost fuel when it mat-
tered the most for the side in
their pursuit of a second IPL
trophy, resulting in their exit,
one step before the title clash.

Analysing the defeat that
ended their presence in this
season, Samson felt that the
Royalslacked a proactive bat-
ting approach against Sunrisers
Hyderabad'sleft-arm finger-
spinners on a dry Chepauk
pitch, which offered more
purchase to the slower bowlers
in the second innings.

“I think we were found

short of options in the mid-
dle overs against spin, and I
think that’s where welost the
game. Against left-arm spin,
we had three-fourright-han-
dersin the middle and the ball
was stopping. Butwe could've
tried a bit more (options) -
reverse-sweep or use of the
crease a bit more - and they
(SRH) also bowled really well,
actually,” Samson said.

SRH captain Pat Cum-
mins’ smart move to employ
his part-time left-arm spin
optionsin Shahbaz Ahmed (3
for23) and Abhishek Sharma
(2 for24) broke thebackbone
of the Royals during their
chase of 176.

The Chepauk track had
offered an average turn of 1.8
degrees when Royals spin
duo of Ravichandran Ashwin
and Yuzvendra Chahal were
operating, but that number
jumped up to 3.3 degrees in
the second, according to the
hostbroadcaster. SRH had left
out their main spinners,
Vijayakanth Viyaskanth and
Mayank Markande, for this
knockout game and instead

opted to employ the part-
time left-arm spin duo that paid
dividends. In fact, Aiden
Markram also found a sharp
turn in the only over that he
bowled.

Samson also said that the
Royals were expectingdew to
beafactor, butit never mate-
rialised as the Chepauk track
remained sticky till the very
end on Friday night.

“It's actually very hard to
guess - when we can expect
dew or not (in Chennai). So,
the wicket started behaving dif-
ferently in the second innings.
The ball started turning a bit
and they used the advantage
and bowled spin in the mid-
dle overs against our right-han-
ders and that'swhere they were
one-up against us,” he
assessed.

Positives from the cam-
paign

Samson felt that the sea-
sonwas a productive one not
only for the Royals but from
Indian cricket’s point of view
as a number of young play-
ers like Riyan Paragand Dhruv
Jurel stepped up through the
season. Assam’s Paragended
the seasonwith 573 runsin 14
innings at a strike rate of just

under 150 - only Ruturaj Gaik-

wad and Virat Kohli have
scored more runs than him this
season - while Jurel played
some sparkling cameos.

“To be very honest, we've
had some brilliant games not
only this season, but the last
three yearshave been a great
project for our franchise,”
Samson said.

“We've found some really

great talent for the country, I
think. Riyan Parag coming
out of this season and Dhruv
Jureland alot of them arelook-
ingreally exciting, not only for
RR but for the Indian cricket
team,” he added.

Royals’ Director of Crick-
et Kumar Sangakkarasaid he
was pleased with how the
season panned out for them
overall. RR were the early
pace-setters winning eight of
their first nine games before
undergoing a five-match win-
less streak and somehow
scrapped to the second qual-
ifier, despite Jos Buttler leav-
ing the IPL for England duty
and Shimron Hetmyer sit-
ting outwith an injury towards
the business end of the tour-
nament. “I think it was a
great season for us. We start-
ed reallywell and then we lost
aclose game to SRH in Hyder-
abad. And then in Delhi also
we put ourselves in winning
positions and sometimes you
have streaks. RCB lost almost
every game at the startand then
caught up. That's how T20
goes,” he said.

s

"Allwe can dois to putour-
selves in positions for playoffs
and vying for finals, which we
did. I thinkaall the guys through
the season played really phe-
nomenal cricket and there
was a little bit of fatigue, of
course, at the back end. But
itdoesn'treally matter when
you're in games like this -
you've got to turn up and
perform,” the Sri Lankan leg-
end added.

Samson was also effusive
in his praise for medium pacer
Sandeep Sharma, who
answered critics despite the
snub at the IPL auction, and
joined the Royals asareplace-
ment. In 11 games he played
in the ongoing season, the Pun-
jab pacer picked up 13 wick-
etsatanaverage 0f23.92 and
8.18. “lam happy for him. By
not being picked in the auc-
tions and coming back as a
replacement. the way he
bowled, he has delivered. Ifwe
look at the numbers, Sandeep
Sharma in the last two years,
will be the next guy after
Bumrah. He has done a great
job,” he said.
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Tatini Haat brings tradition
back to Hooghly

n a bid to revive history, Bhraman Adda
and Bhadreshwar Municipality in Hooghly
district have taken a major step to revive a
haat at Srimani Ghat every Wednesday.
Haats have played a major role in the lives
of semi-urban and rural people for the past 500
years. Haats were organised once a week, and
the days were fixed. In Kolkata, we get two ma-
jor haats, namely, the Harisha haat on Saturday,
which is basically a haat to sell garments, and
the Pakhir haat on Grey Street on Sunday, where
animal cubs, birds, and ornamental fish are sold.
In Howrah, Mangla haat is held every Friday.
Earlier, in the haats, saris and dhotis made
by local weavers, different types of food items,
local sweets, and locally made toys were sold.
Mr Sanjay Bhattacharya, joint secretary of Sri
Ramakrishna, Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo
Nilay, a sociocultural organisation in Chander-
nagore, says, “The local artisans and business-

men are doing brisk business. Many people, par-
ticularly the younger ones, are visiting the haat
regularly and are buying wares made by the local
artisans to encourage them. Nilay has also
opened a stall, and books and different items are
being sold.” An interesting feature of the Tatini
haat is that both buyers and sellers have to sit on
the ground to see various items and buy them.

The organisers of the haat say, “Local items
like bori (dried lentil dumplings) of different
types are being sold along with achar, which is
close to pickles, which is a hot favourite among
the buyers. There was a time when the elderly
women used to make bori, which was added
to improve the taste of various food items like
mixed vegetables and some fish items.” Earth-
en pitchers, which were used to store water, are
being sold at the haat.

In addition to this, tree saplings, garments,
locally made toys, books, tea, and locally made
costume jewellery made by the local artisans are
being sold. The farmers bring some locally pro-

duced vegetables. A unique feature of the haat
is that people can bring old, unused garments,
and those who want them can get them free of
charge. Stories narrated by some local histo-
rians on the history of the haats have become
very popular. Local singers are presenting music
without microphones; the way earlier, singers
used to present their songs at local gatherings.

Bhadreshwar, at one point in time, was
called a "ganja", which means in between a
town and village. There was Saptagram Port,
where traders used to come. However, this port
slowly became defunct as big ships could not
enter the port. It was situated at the confluence
of the Hooghly and Saraswati rivers.

History says that in Bhadreshwar haat, Eng-
lish, French, Dutch, and German traders used
to come to the haat with various products.
In many households, toys made in England,
Germany, or Italy are still found. It shows that
people used to attend the haat more than a
century ago and buy those items. Bamboo-
made baskets made in Europe are still found in
some households today.

Bhadreshwar is situated at the border of
Chandernagore, which was a French colony.
There were landed aristocrats and peasants.

One of the highly appreciated items in the
haat of Bhadreshwar many years ago was
matki ghee, made of buffalo milk. It used to be
brought from Bihar. In Rabindranath’s poem
on Damodar Seth, one gets a reference to Mat-
ki Ghee. “Anbe Katki juto, Matki ghjee o ano”
(bring shoes made in Odisha along with Matki
ghee). History books said 2.5 maunds of Matki
ghee were priced at Rs 100.

In the books written by Bipradas Pillai more
than five years ago, one gets reference to the
haats of Bhadreshwar.

“People are now habituated to going to the
big shops and shopping malls that have come
up across the state. But haats have a different fla-
vour. Here, people get a chance to meet the pro-
ducers of different items, be they food or weav-
ers. There is a taste of rural Bengal, and some
old food items and sweets are being sold. People
get a chance to know the history and heritage of
haats, which played a major role in the lives of
our ancestors,” says one of the organisers of Tati-
ni haat. He hopes that people from other areas
along the Hooghly River will bring back the haats
to set up a bridge between the past and present.

Stolen heritage: Textile appropriation
during colonial era

ctress Alia Bhatt recently
made headlines for her
glorious ensemble at the
et Gala 2024, where
she donned a Sabyasachi saree
studded with countless precious
and semi-precious stones. How-
ever, the Abu Jani Sandeep Khosla
Ajrakh saree she wore on the red
carpet at the Joy Awards 2024 must
get the hype it deserves. The deep
indigo and red of the saree were
brightened with tasteful sequins
embroidered along the edges.
Ajrakh can be deemed the mother
of Indian textiles, as found in ‘The
Great Priest’, fondly mentioned in
NCERT history books. The priest’s
shawl is said to be a prototype
of the Ajrakh we wear today. It
is positively reassuring to see its
comeback, but what of other tex-
tiles that were not lost to time but
systematically forgotten?

Chintz, Muslin and Paisley, or
rather Cheent, Mulmul and Bo-
teh, represent just a few of the
numerous crafts that were appro-
priated, exported, and ultimately

decimated by the British. These
time-honoured practices passed
down through generations within
various families now exist only as
remnants of a bygone era. With
the swiftness of a brain-eating
parasite, the colonisers hollowed
out the Indian textile industry,
leaving it with only a fraction of its
former glory.

Prior to the British exploitation
of the textile industry, India held a
25 per cent share in fabric exports.
However, the British pillaged this
industry and commandeered In-
dian textiles for the use of Europe-
an aristocrats who deemed them
exotic.

It rather shocked me when, in
the Emmy award-winning Netflix
series The Crown, the exiled for-
mer King Edward VIII referred to
the snobbery and ostentatious-
ness of the monarchy with the use
of the metaphor ‘Chintz curtains’.
It shocked me because Queen
Mary of Teck quite famously had
Chintz curtains in her bed cham-
ber, such was the popularity of
this beautiful fabric. The delicate
and sophisticated depiction of

flowers and foliage, as well as cot-
ton, both alien to the European
aristocracy in the 17th century,
sent the demand for this fabric
to great heights. God forbid the
sophisticated aristocracy wear
Indian designs! So to please their
patrons, the Europeans started
switching Indian designs with
English flowers in order to appeal
to the aristocracy.

Similarly, Paisley fell victim to
the same. The tear-dropped or
mango-shaped designs that one
can find on Henna designs were
a gift from Persia. Queen Victo-
ria used to own Kashmiri shawls
with Paisley designs, a symbol of
exotic luxury. And much like other
Indian textiles, they tried to dupli-
cate the design in a Scottish town
called Paisley. Ultimately forming
a monopoly over this Indo-Per-
sian art.

India, especially Bengal, held
a craft particularly close to their
hearts. The Dhaka muslin was
said to be ‘baft-hawa’ or as light
as woven air, and so much so that
it caused quite a scandal in elite
circles as ladies donned gowns

that were positively transparent!
The only thing more transparent
and brazen was the imperialists’
attempt to destroy this craft and
create a cheaper version of this
luxurious fabric. Their efforts
led to a decline in demand and
the sad demise of Dhaka muslin.
It's like the dodo of the fash-
ion world—extinct, thanks to
colonisation!

While efforts are being made
by the Government of Bang-
ladesh to revive the lost art of
weaving the Dhaka Muslin, India
has come up with something just
as interesting, if not more. The
issue of water hyacinths choking
various water bodies in Bengal
and Bangladesh has led to the
death of numerous ecosystems
in several ponds, lakes, and riv-
ers. Gaurav Anand, the director
of an NGO known as ‘Swacchata
Pukare’, has hit two birds with
one stone, solving both environ-
mental and job crises in one go.
They form threads out of the fibre
extracted from deadly water hya-
cinths, turning them into ‘Tant’
sarees.

All hope is not lost! There has
been a shift in the practice of
buying clothing from fast fash-
ion brands, and people have
been spreading awareness about
the importance of buying local
or shopping from small-scale
businesses in order to minimise
environmental issues and child
labour and foster responsible
waste management practices.

A textile design student at
National Institute of Fashion
Technology, Anamitra Golder,
spoke at length about Indian
textiles being environment-
friendly and sustainable. “In-
dian textiles never go out of
style, and they carry a histori-
cal aesthetic that adds value
to your wardrobe. One should
embrace this because using
these textiles helps preserve
and promote traditional crafts-
manship, artisanal techniques,
design, and traditional motifs
that are unique to different re-
gions of India.”

It is important to recognise
the ongoing ingenious innova-
tions happening every day in
India, and while it is true that
reminiscing over the past is the
least productive of all solutions,
the pain of losing valuable art
and heritage at the hands of im-
perialism is a loss that one can
only hope is restored.

CM K
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DOLA MITRA

t the dead of night, Cyclone
Remal, still circling around
the Bay of Bengal at speeds
f hundreds of kilome-
tres per hour, will crash land off
the coasts of West Bengal and
Bangladesh. Days ago, the In-
dian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) issued the follow-
ing alert: “Depression formed
over central Bay of Bengal is
very likely to intensify into a
severe cyclonic storm (scs) by
the night of 25 May. It is then
likely to cross Bangladesh and
adjoining West Bengal coasts be-
tween Sagar Island and Khepupara
around 26 May midnight.”

The dread of cyclones still haunts
Kolkata, which witnessed two devastat-
ing and back-to-back super cyclones in the
middle of the pandemic. Cyclone Amphan
stampeded through the city between 16
and 21 May 2020, destroying anything that
came in its path, uprooting trees, taking
down overhead electrical wiring and blow-
ing away asbestos rooftops of shanties in
slums. Cyclone Yaas ripped through the
eastern coastline between 23 and 28 May
2021, causing similar and untold damage.

Indeed, May seems to be the preferred
month for these superstorms. Who can
forget the evil Aila, which arrived unan-
nounced on 25 May 2009, ripping through
the unsuspecting Sunderbans, wiping out
entire villages, and killing an estimated 339
people?

“At that time, there was less dissemina-
tion of information than now, and the cy-
clone caught islanders in the Bay of Ben-
gal off guard,” explains an environmental
scientist. “Now the cyclone alerts are much
more proactively issued, and it allows the
administration to take precautionary safe-
ty measures and lets islanders in the vul-
nerable areas prepare beforehand.”

Indeed, summer is a time of intense
worry for residents of the Sunderbans delta
area. “The dread of another cyclone keeps
us awake at night,” Gouranga Mete tells
me. He is a resident of Ghoramara Island,
which is disintegrating into the sea day by
day anyway. Ghoramara, the closest island
to Sagar Island, will be right in the middle
of Cyclone Remal’s path.

Cyclones are more man-made than
meets the eye. These twisters, though
thought to be largely natural phenomena,
are closely linked to climate change and
global warming.

“When the surface of the sea or the
ocean gets excessively heated, hot air rises,
causing a depression to occur,” the envi-
ronmental scientist explains. “This creates
a hollow centre from the depth of the wa-
ters to the surface of the sea or ocean, and
this vacuum pulls water into its centre as it
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twists and twirls around the sea or ocean,
only stopping when it crashes into a coast-
line or land.”

This hollow is known as the “eye of the
storm” and when it passes through a re-
gion, there is a stillness of sound, almost
like a numbing silence, which is popularly
called the “lull before the storm.”

I want to share a story from survivors
who witnessed the eye of the storm during
a cyclone. This account is from Ambarish
Nag Biswas, president of the West Bengal
Radio Club (Ham Radio), which was de-
ployed as a disaster management team to
coastal West Bengal for rescue work during
Cyclone Foni in May 2019, quoting one of
the boys present during the operation.

“We were cowering in our car at the side
of the road, which had turned into a river
that was swelling every second. It was too
late for us to move to safety. The super cy-
clone had landed near Digha, where we had
been deployed for rescue work. The sky had
turned completely black, and visibility was
zero. Rain pounded the ground, and winds,
blowing at over 190 kilometres per hour,
swished around us, sweeping everything
into the vortex. We just had to anchor our
vehicle, which became like a boat, bobbing
up and down on the coastal street that had
merged with the sea. It is a miracle that we
lived through the ordeal to tell the story,
narrating which still gives us goosebumps.”

They fell into the path of the “extremely
severe cyclonic storm” as it was called, and
they saw the “eye”, the hollow centre of
the cyclone, with their own eyes. Accord-
ing to one of the men who had witnessed
the twister as it passed them, it was like a
giant with a massive, spherical body that
stretched up to the sky. “We could not take
our eyes off it,” he says, recalling the terri-
fying moment. “It is truly a miracle that we
survived.”
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Itisironic that the brunt of the adverse
impact of cyclones is borne by those who
least contribute to the production of
greenhouse gases, which have caused
the earth to heat up over the decades and
punched holes into the ozone layer. Such
as the poor people of the delta areas of the
Bay of Bengal: they who do not even own
refrigerators or air conditioners, which
give off environmentally damaging heat;
they who don’t travel in vehicles, which
give off environmentally harmful fumes;
that they whose lifestyles are closest to
nature should bear the brunt of nature’s
fury is something I cannot fathom. Says
Joydeep Gupta, South Asia director of in-
ternational environmental organisation
The Third Pole, “Part of the damage to the
Sunderbans post or during cyclones is a
result of excessive deforestation.” He too
points out the irony that the local popu-
lation, which contributes almost nothing
to the carbon footprint, bears the brunt
of climate change-related superstorms.
He explains that the indigenous man-
grove forests of the Sunderbans have
always served as a natural buffer for cy-
clones, blocking off high winds and water
inundation.

Recently, the state administration has
taken steps to plant mangrove trees in
the coastal region to try and minimise the
damage caused by cyclones. “The Mamata
Banerjee government is committed to pre-
venting damage to localities in the delta
and has initiated a number of projects in
the delta area,” says Dola Sen, a Rajya Sab-
ha member of the Trinamul, the state’s rul-
ing party.

In the meantime, in anticipation of Re-
mal, the islanders have been evacuated to
safe buildings and shelters.
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Breaking silence: Confronting the hidden

epidemic of domestic violenceé

“I thought that if Iokas existed at
all, good women would surely go to
one where men were not allowed so
that they could be finally free of male
demands.”

— Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni,
The Palace of Illusions

olkata was shaken by yet an-

other case of domestic abuse

leading to murder a few days

back when a 22-year-old
woman was repeatedly stabbed by
her estranged husband, first inside a
café in the Beck Bagan area of Kolkata,
and then again on the road outside,
forcing her to flee while screaming for
help. According to reports, locals ap-
prehended the assailant and handed
him over to the police. The woman
was taken to SSKM Hospital, where
she was declared dead on arrival. The
29-year-old husband had previously
been arrested on charges of domestic
abuse filed by his wife and was later
released on bond.

Another man in Pune drilled in
iron nails and put alock over his wife’s
genitals after he cast aspersions on
her character.

Domestic violence against mar-
ried women remains a significant and
deeply concerning issue worldwide,
encompassing various forms of phys-
ical, emotional, sexual and economic
abuse within intimate relationships.
Despite considerable efforts to raise
awareness and enact legislative
measures, it persists as a pervasive
violation of human rights, affecting
women of all ages, backgrounds and
socioeconomic statuses.

One in three women in India is
likely to have experienced intimate
partner violence. However, only
one in ten of these women formally
reports the offence. According to
the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) 2019-2021, 29.3 per cent of
married Indian women aged 18 to
49 have experienced domestic or
sexual violence, and 3.1 per cent of
pregnant women in this age group
have endured physical violence dur-
ing pregnancy. These figures, again,
only reflect the cases reported by
women.

Domestic violence extends beyond
spousal or partner relationships, en-
compassing various familial bonds.
In India, the legal framework has
broadened this definition to include
sisters, widows, mothers, single wom-
en, and any woman living in the same
household. Consequently, domestic
violence encompasses both intimate
partners and family members. Ac-
cording to Section 3 of The Protection
of Women from Domestic Violence
Act 0f 2005, any act or omission by the
respondent that causes harm, injury,
threats or abuse—whether physical,
sexual, verbal or economic—consti-
tutes domestic violence.

In India, certain laws specifically
address the safety of married women
from their husbands and their hus-
bands’ families.

The Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005: This
law aims to protect women from do-
mestic violence, encompassing phys-
ical, sexual, emotional and financial
abuse. It provides explicit definitions
of these abuses and extends its pro-
tection to women in live-in relation-
ships, as well as family members such
as mothers and grandparents, there-
by safeguarding women from male
family members.

In Bhartiben Bipinbhai Tamboli v.
State of Gujarat (2018), the categories
of violence covered by the Act were
further clarified.

Sexual Violence: Sexual vio-
lence involves compelling a woman
to engage in unwanted, dangerous
or demeaning sexual acts, including
name-calling, using objects or weap-
ons during sex, and being forced
to have sex by a spouse or intimate
partner.

Physical Violence: Physical vio-
lence entails using force to cause bod-
ily harm or injury. This includes phys-
ical assault, threats, abandonment in
dangerous places, intimidation with
weapons, coercing her to leave her
home, harming her children and/or
using force in sexual situations.

Emotional Violence: Emotional
violence involves non-physical abuse
that can be as damaging as physical
violence. It includes name-calling,
accusations, isolation, intimidation,
domineering behaviour, insults and
constant criticism.

Economic Violence: Economic
violence occurs when a woman is de-
prived of financial support necessary
for her and her children’s basic needs,
prohibited from working, evicted by
withholding rent, denied financial re-
sources, or restricted access to shared
domestic resources. It also includes
selling or alienating her assets with-
out consent.

The Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961: This criminal code prohibits
the giving and receiving of dowry. Un-
der the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961,
the practice of dowry is outlawed, and
anyone found providing, accepting,
or demanding dowry can face impris-
onment for up to six months or a fine
of up to 5,000 rupees.

Section 498A of the Indian
Penal Code, 1860: This crimi-
nal law addresses cruelty towards
women by their husbands or the
husbands’ relatives. Harassment for
dowry, whether physical or men-
tal, by the husband or his family is
a punishable offence under Section
498A of the IPC. Although marital
rape is yet not criminalised in India,
coerced sex with one’s wife may be
considered ‘cruelty’ under this sec-
tion. Section 498A also includes any
deliberate behaviour that drives a
woman to commit suicide or poses
a threat to her life, limb, or overall
health, encompassing both physical
and mental well-being.

The Statesman spoke with a few
women who had survived domestic
violence at the hands of their hus-
bands and in-laws. They shared their
stories of resilience and how they
moved forward with their lives. The
names of the following individuals
have been changed to protect their
identities.

Moneesha speaks

“Growing up as a girl, my edu-
cation wasn't deemed important.
Despite excelling in sports and hav-
ing the opportunity to represent my
school, my parents disapproved of
girls participating in games, forcing
me to stop. I was forcefully wedded
to a boy my parents found on a mat-
rimonial site, and problems arose al-
most immediately. Contact with my
parents was severely restricted, and

my husband was absent all day, only
returning at midnight. My mother-
in-law constantly complained about
my dowry, and my husband joined in,
demanding expensive items. When 1
didn’t conceive after six months, my
mother-in-law declared me infertile,
and my husband threatened to take a
new wife. I wasn't allowed to step out
of the house or even make a phone
call. Eventually, I became pregnant,
but conditions worsened. My hus-
band began gambling and drinking,
leading to frequent arguments where
he would beat me and even kick me
out of the house. I miscarried then.
Our househelp alerted my father,
who took me to the hospital. No one
from my husband’s family came to
check on me, and I gradually stopped
expecting them to. My father was in-
credibly supportive, and when I de-
cided to file a criminal suit against my
husband, he stood by me throughout
the difficult process. Now I work in
a boutique and earn well enough to
support myself and my parents. Mar-
riage, surely, is a good thing, but I do
not see myself marrying again any-
time in the foreseeable future.”

Srabani speaks

“At the tender age of 19, I found
myself married to a man 21 years my
senior. Tragically, my parents passed
away while I was in my first year of
college, leaving me under the care
of my uncle and aunt who arranged
my marriage within a year. Soon af-
ter, I became pregnant, but the joy
of impending motherhood was mar-
ried by constant pressure from my
mother-in-law to bear a son. Despite
my husband’s absence on weekdays
due to work, his weekend visits were
fraught with insults and infliction of
sexual violence upon me, even dur-
ing my pregnancy. Feeling trapped
and oppressed, I resented carrying
my husband’s child. Initially, my fa-
ther-in-law appeared kind, but when
[ approached him to explain the situ-
ation, he instructed me to remain si-
lent, citing that ‘good women’ never
spoke unfavourably of their hus-
bands and intimate details shouldn’t
be talked about outside the marriage.
He even resorted to burning my lips
with a cigarette he was smoking as

a form of punishment. Determined
to protect myself, I made the deci-
sion to leave my marital home upon
giving birth to my son and renting a
flat. Despite legal battles for custody
initiated by my husband, I emerged
victorious. In the initial months, we
relied on my savings and the pro-
ceeds from selling my late mother’s
jewellery. Subsequently, I secured a
sales job, entrusting my son to the
care of a compassionate neighbour
who became like family to us. Today,
my son, now almost 12, thrives in
his studies at a reputable institution,
reflecting the decency and under-
standing I had hoped for. Meanwhile,
I have advanced in my career, grate-
ful to have escaped the cycle of abuse
and built a brighter future for myself
and my son.”

Sweta speaks

“Ours was a love marriage. He had
been my partner for three years. A
few months after our wedding, my
husband lost his job and decided to
start a business, asking me for money
to fund it. Wanting to support him,
I gave him part of my savings from
my job as a professor. After a couple
of months, he asked for a larger sum,
which I didn’t have. He then insisted I
ask my parents for the money. When
I refused, the abuse began. He would
frequently beat me, and I would hide

the bruises with makeup before go-
ing to work. A few of the other female
professors noticed and approached
me, but I initially denied their claims
of domestic violence. After a year,
I couldn't endure it any longer. My
body was covered in bruises, blue
and red. I moved back to my parents’
house and sent him divorce papers.
Now, I'm happily married to my sec-
ond husband, who has been incred-
ibly supportive. He’s an angel, and
we're expecting twins soon.”

Addressing domestic violence re-
quires a multifaceted approach in-
volving legal, social, and educational
interventions. Additionally, providing
accessible resources for survivors,
including counselling, legal aid, and
safe shelters, is imperative for their
recovery and empowerment. Contin-
ued advocacy, awareness, policy and
societal reforms are essential to cre-
ate a future where every woman can
live free from the fear of violence in
her own home. Ending domestic vio-
lence requires a collective effort from
all sectors of society, ensuring that
the voices of survivors are heard and
their rights upheld. Sure, the journey
is challenging, but with collective ef-
fort and unfaltering commitment, it
is possible to build a safer and more
just society for all.

The writer is a lawyer, and a journalist
who is on the staff of The Statesman

The anatomy of good touch and bad tou

buse against children and

adolescents, especially sex-

ual abuse, has been alarm-

ingly high during the last
few years. It is evident that reported
cases of the issue have significantly
increased, yet many cases still remain
unreported due to societal stigma,
fear and limited awareness.

According to the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), India has
seen a 26 per cent increase in crimes
against children over the past two
years, based on cases registered un-
der the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
the Protection of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act. The num-
ber rose specifically amidst the back-
drop of the pandemic, which induced
lockdowns, highlighting a disturbing
trend in crimes against children. In-
dia, in 2022, witnessed a staggering
8.7 per cent increase in child abuse
cases, reaching a total of 162,000 in-
cidents.

‘Touch’ is a positive experience
that gives a safe feeling from a loved
one. Good and bad touch are two
very crucial aspects that a child must
be taught at an early age, both for
protection from any potential harm
and to prevent them from becoming
a threat to others in society.

‘Good touch’ gives reinforcement
and makes you feel loved, safe and
comfortable; for instance, warm hugs
from family and friendly handshakes
from friends. Whereas ‘bad touch’ is
something you don’'t want and will
make you feel uncomfortable, scared,
unsafe and unwanted. Bad touches
include touching parts that are nor-
mally covered by undergarments.
A bad touch is not only limited to
touch; it also extends to views.

Dr Sarmishtha Chakrabarti, a
consultant psychiatrist at Manipal
Hospitals and founder-director at
Insight Medical Centre, shed light on
the traumatic after-effects of inap-
propriate touches experienced dur-
ing childhood and adolescence. “Bad
touches have a significant impact on
mental and emotional well-being.
First are anxiety and depression,
emotional distress, and post-trau-
matic stress disorder. Next come trust
issues; therefore, such people may

face challenges engaging in emotion-
al and physical relations with their
partner. Self-esteem and body image
issues are also there. Besides that,
victims may have anorexia nervosa
(an eating disorder) as an outcome
if not treated properly. There are also
physical symptoms like headaches,
stomachaches, backaches, and other
physical ailments. Sometimes, vic-
tims do deliver self-harm by cutting
themselves as they feel emotionally
empty.”

Child abuse in India thrives on a
complex web of social and economic
factors. Sometimes, due to poverty,
lack of education, and stressful liv-
ing conditions, it creates pressure
for carers, therefore increasing the
risk of outbursts and violence. Addi-
tionally, deep-rooted social stigmas
surrounding mental health and a
general lack of awareness about child
abuse make it difficult to identify and
address the issue.

As childhood is the most impor-
tant stage in the development cycle,
it should be kept in mind that the
child acquires knowledge from their
surroundings. Accordingly, they learn
good touch and bad touch through
the environment of their upbringing.
Therefore, sex education is a funda-
mental need of our children for their
bright future. It becomes a problem if
the parents or the utmost caregivers
of the child feel shy about taking up
such sensitive topics with their own
children.

Sudeshna Roy, an advisor in the
West Bengal Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights (WBCPCR),
says, “This has been something that
NGOs, commissions, and the govern-
ment have been working on for over
5-6 years, and gradually it is gaining
momentum. Itis even included in the
curriculum of government schools
early in junior classes. Awareness of
touch should be taught to both girls
and boys; it's not just girls who get
molested. Most importantly, parents
should also be made aware of it. Par-
ent-teacher meetings should include
a talk about it.”

She adds, “Parents, especially
in rural and semi-urban sections,
should be taught and made to un-
derstand the importance of talking
to their children about sensitive top-

ics because it is seen that they are of-
ten not careful when discussing such
matters, which can have negative
consequences. However, I must say
that change is taking place and age-
old stereotypes are gradually being
eliminated."

The SPK Jain Futuristic Academy
in Newtown, Kolkata, hosted a crucial
workshop on ‘Good Touch and Bad
Touch’ on 15 May 2024. Organised
by Young Indians, the session aimed
to educate and empower young stu-
dents about personal safety and
boundaries. The institute considers
such education an essential compo-
nent of education.

Children with disabilities are at
least three times more likely to be
abused than those with abilities and
are more likely to be seriously in-
jured or harmed by maltreatment.
The Statesman reached out to an in-
dividual (who requested anonymity)
working on community-based pro-
grammes to protect abled children
and children with special needs, pro-
viding home-to-home teaching and
guidance for children, families and
extended families.

She said, “The modules for teach-
ing abled and disabled children are
the same. It is only for those who are
visually and hearing impaired that we
use an ISL (Indian Sign Language) in-
terpreter. We start by introducing the
male and female bodies by drawing
charts and making posters. In most
cases, children could only recognise
body parts that were noticeable, and
then we made them learn about the
private body parts. We teach them
rights over one's own body and how
to differentiate good and bad touch
through various stories and inci-
dents.”

“It's not only the child who must
be made aware, but also the imme-
diate family and beyond them. Bad
touches come in every form and are
irrespective of gender. Societal ste-
reotypes often portray young boys
as strong and hard. This can create
a culture of silence around abuse, as
boys may feel hesitant to speak out or
discouraged from addressing it due
to societal pressures. We see cases,
such as in family gatherings, where
the parents fail to recognise inap-
propriate touching of their children

by strangers or relatives, even in front
of their eyes, due to a lack of aware-
ness. There are many cases where
the mother abides by their in-laws
and cannot speak blatantly when
her child is touched inappropriately.
Moreover, many parents or primary
caregivers leave for work and entrust
their children to the care of extended
family members, which can some-
times lead to the child facing such
issues. Such touches might also be
unintentional or habitual due to a
lack of awareness, making the child
feel uncomfortable, unwanted, and
scared,” she added.
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A dead end full of life

go and explore (and there are actually v SO,
several levels that you can reach via _ St | ;
AN NN bridge or a rather steep set of stone ¢ St r
staircases) but you have to exit the 2l . . A .
: % way you entered, so a lot of climbing SR - - N : D S .ﬁ i 4
\ - may be involved, depending on how E AN ' T, o R . e ;._‘ 75
‘ '.' far into the spaces you go. I went all l-l AL -. - : e e . oo -
the way to the water. "% il el 1 i 1 = s q.: ] 2% £ - - _ o
Latter from NEW YORK There were several areas, includ- SN I o TR LN s - A _ !
ing a small dog park, a garden with o, L . . - P el “SPg o
stone tabletop chessboards that visi- | 4 i o A R A Wy =
-l T tors can play on, a brick-paved pi- 'I g : - =
mong the more striking fea- azza with a small free lending library - el -
tures of Manhattan is its rec- where people can leave books or take £ - 2

tangular grid layout, which

as put in place in the early-

mid 19th century. Of course, the grid
has been upgraded over time to ac-
commodate motor-vehicle traffic,
but it has remained very pedestrian
friendly, thanks in great part to grass-
root activists of the 1960s, like those
led by journalist Jane Jacobs, who shut
down government efforts to raze much
of the city’s street-level, organic, so-

them out (this is on the honor system,
you're expected to return them); and
a couple of terraces overhanging the
riverfront from where you can watch,
at almost eye-level, but not reach(!) the
river-side promenade.

For a “dead-end” it was quite exhila-
rating and life-affirming!

The author is a lawyer,
writer and editor based in Manhattan,

cially and commercially evolved struc- New York.
tures, in order to put up an elaborate (Photographs by the author)
freeway system with overpasses that R . ; LA
would have destroyed much of the e W 4

city’s skyline as well as its street-life. e e A .

The grid can be accessed (and . Yl BT . . S —

exited) almost everywhere by foot, 1 , -
bicycle, car or other vehicle, making
New York City, especially the island of 1A
Manhattan, the most painlessly navi- b : s -
gable American city, in my opinion.

So, one thing you don'’t expect to _ ‘i

A,

r'.frr

111 LI

find here are dead-end streets or cul-
de-sacs. You can generally find an ac-
cess point through or around most
places. Even when you reach the wa- = :
terfront, on either side of the island, v e _ .
you can keep walking/bicycling on 7, = |
the promenades, or driving on the
parkway, as the case may be, and take .
a turn somewhere. j:'
But, to my astonishment, there
ARE actually a few cul-de-sacs in
Manhattan! I found five of them on i
the east side, most of which basically o Y oy o
serve as a bit of a secluded park or in- V1
terconnected terrace area for the sur- 3 ¥
rounding residential buildings, which £
are rather old and exclusive looking. ey
Probably old-money aristocrat types Y,
live there, if I had to guess! One of b
them was more modest-looking, but (. wt
secluded and serene in the same way - o
as the others. These are not private A e . i g
areas, however, and access to them . e ' g,
is not cut off from the main grid. But _ o =B
they’re just hidden enough that most . i T,
people probably don’t notice them. bk e e S e
Also, the access is one-way. You can - °F L= e o :
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.nl:._-_'.-i'i' b e T
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‘Vole for someone who s
passionale aboul causes’

s the 18th Parliamentary

Elections head towards the

seventh and last phase in

West Bengal, the Kolkata
South constituency, often touted as
“Mini India”, gears up to exercise its
right to adult franchise on 1 June.
The seat holds immense signifi-
cance, asitis notonly the ruling par-
ty’s bastion but also the home of the
incumbent chief minister, Mamata
Banerjee. Interestingly, in the ongo-
ing polls, the three prominent po-
litical parties—the ruling Trinamul
Congress, the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party—have all put up strong
women as candidates. CPIM’s Saira
Shah Halim is contesting against
TMC veteran Mala Roy, who is the
sitting Parliamentarian from the
South Kolkata seat and also the
chairperson of Kolkata Municipal
Corporation. She is also contest-
ing against BJP candidate Debasree
Chaudhury, who is a former Union
minister of state and the Raiganj
MP from the saffron party. Saira
Shah Halim rose to prominence
when she was fielded against TMC'’s
Babul Suprio and BJP’s Keya Ghosh
for the Ballygunge seat in 2022. Se-
curing 30,971 votes against Babul
Supriyo’s 51,199, she emerged sec-
ond by a margin of 20,228 votes. In
a candid interview with The States-
man’s Nishat Nizami, the CPI(M)
candidate, who is being supported
by the other opposition party in the
state, Congress, opens up about her
party’s strengths, its chances in the
ongoing elections, and other issues.

Following are the excerpts:

Q: You have a fascinating
trajectory. You went from be-
ing a homemaker to a theatre
personality who went on to
join the corporate world, and
now you have entered politics.
What was the driving force be-
hind your coming into politics?

A: I was in the corporate sec-
tor for 17 years, working for mul-
tinational organisations. I started
writing when I felt democracy was
being curtailed in the country. It
was then that the national media
started approaching me about
participating in various political
debates. So I have been debating
and talking about issues like bills,
policy governance and other issues
for the past ten years. It was in 2022
when the party approached me
about contesting the bypolls for
the Ballygunge seat, and I readily
accepted the offer.

Q: Though you are married
to a political family, you have
spent years taking care of
your family as a homemaker.
What made you decide to join
active politics at this point in
time?

A: Actually, I did not choose to
enter politics, nor was there any
particular plan for timing. The fact
is, the party leadership chose me as
the by-poll candidate even though
I was not a member, perhaps hav-
ing noticed my proactive political
activism and writing. Having said
that, however, I have been actively
associated with the Left through
my family, as my father-in-law,
Mr Hashim Abdul Halim, was the
longest-serving Speaker of the
West Bengal Assembly. Although
I was not a card-holding member
of the party, I always supported
it. I have also campaigned for my
husband since 2011, and it was
then that I started getting inter-
ested in politics. I have launched
authors and have also participat-
ed in peace initiatives and gotten
awards for them. Because of my
contribution to peace initiatives
and in the sphere of literature,
the party approached me in 2022
for the Ballygunge bypoll as they
wanted a face that was associated
with civic rights movements, and I
agreed to it.
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Q: As far as these elections
are concerned, you have a
TMC veteran on one side and
a former Union minister on
the other. The seat is known
as the ruling party’s bastion.
Despite the tough fight, what
gives you the confidence to re-
main firmly in the fray?

A: My candidature is very cos-
mopolitan. [ am a very good debat-
er and can speak in four languages.
It is my energy that makes me dif-
ferent from the others. I think peo-
ple are realising that one needs to
look beyond the party symbol and
vote for the candidate who can
raise their issues in Parliament.

Q: During your campaign,
you have often claimed that
CPI(M) is the only alternative
for the people of West Bengal,
while many are of the opinion
that the ongoing Lok Sabha
Election is a fight between the
BJP and the TMC. What would
you say to that?

A: This binary was created, but
we broke it. When we look at the
civic polls, the panchayat polls,
and the bypolls, we have broken
the binary of BJP versus TMC.

Q: What, according to you,
is your party’s path of revival?

A:The party feels that they need
to infuse fresh faces and younger
blood so that the old image of the
Left somehow sheds off. This has
shown very good results when we
look at candidates like Srijan, Mi-
nakshi and Dipshita, who are hon-
est, hard-working, and principled
people. Also, having Mohammed
Salim at the helm of affairs has re-
ally boosted the morale of the par-
ty. He is the general secretary and
has made some critical decisions
that have enabled the resurgence
of the Left.

Q: On one side, the BJP at
the Centre has a strong base,

while the TMC in the state is
the largest party. Why should
voters opt for CPI(M)?

A: We are offering a very clean
and honest campaign, which
is something that is attracting
the youth, the middle class, and
first-time voters who do not vote
blindly and are well-read.

Q: What kind of perfor-
mance of your party do you
see in the ongoing polls and
the state assembly elections?

A: We, that is, the Left and
the Congress, are fighting the
elections together. Both parties

combined are reading up to gain
at least 11 to 12 seats and many
more in the Assembly elections.
This is how the resurgence is
happening. We are doing it very
gradually.

Q: Talking about your Lok
Sabha seat, what are the top
three areas where you would
like to focus if you become the
next MP?

A: Urban poverty alleviation
is a big issue in Kolkata South. I
have been spending a lot of time
in the slum areas and know the
kinds of problems that the peo-
ple face. Other areas that I would
like to focus on are employment,
healthcare, improvement in living
standards, creating a better air in-
dex, better roads, and sanitation. I
would also like to debate in Parlia-
ment on issues like price hikes if I
become the next MP.

Q: What advice would you
like to give the voters of your
constituency?

A: I would say to vote for some-
one who is visible, who is a de-
bater, and who is passionate about
causes. I would appeal to them to
vote for the candidate and not for
the party because it is the MP who
will work in your area and high-
light and amplify your voices.
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Bangabasi Morning College:
Avding excellence through strong bond

ew people know that Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose went to

educationist Girish Chandra

Basu to take admission at Bang-
abasi College. Girish Chandra took
him to Presidency College and got
him admitted there. Subhas Chandra
developed differences with Professor
Otten and took a transfer to Scottish
Church College, from where he be-
came a graduate.

Bangabasi College played a major
role in the Indian freedom movement.
Jatin Das, who died in Lahore jail af-
ter observing a fast for 63 days, was a
student of this college. Sri Aurobindo
had stayed in the locality for some
time. Young revolutionaries used to
hold meetings on the college campus.
In recent times, former mayor Subrata
Mukherjee and current deputy mayor
Atin Ghosh were students of this col-
lege. Famous teacher Ladly Mitra used
to teach chemistry at the college, and
the best students of Presidency Col-
lege and Scottish Church College used
to attend his classes.

Acharya Girish Chandra set up
Bangabasi College in 1866, when Ra-
¢ bindranath was five years old and Nar-

endranath Dutta, who later became Swami
Vivekanada, was just three years old.

His son, Prasanta Basu, who dedicated
himself to spreading education among mid-
dle-class Indians, found that the college need-
ed expansion as the number of students went
up. This gave rise to Bangabasi Morning Col-
lege, Bangabasi College, and Bangabasi Even-
ing College in 1965, almost a century after the
formation of the college. The three colleges
have separate administration, different prin-
cipals and teaching staff and non-teaching
staff.

The student strength of Bangabasi Morn-
ing College, which has maintained the stand-
ard and legacy because of the sincere efforts
of the teachers, is around 5,000. The college
got an A on the NAAC list.

Professor Amitava Dutta, principal of the
college, said, “As the college is close to Sealdah
railway station, many students come from the
northern suburbs. Because of the good con-
nectivity, students from Howrah and beyond
also join the college. There are many first-gen-
eration learners. During the Covid pandemic,
tuition fees for 80 per cent of students were
waived. Many of the students come from fam-
ilies below the poverty line. So, our purpose
is to guide the students in the best possible
way. There are 75 teaching staff, including the

principal, and 39 non-teaching staff who work
tirelessly to make the dreams of the students
come true.”

The college offers science, arts and com-
merce streams. Four-year honours courses
are offered in physics, chemistry, mathemat-
ics, computer science, zoology and botany.
In the arts stream, the subjects that are
taught include English, Bengali, political sci-
ence and history. The courses in the general
stream include geography, economics and
philosophy.

Professor Dutta said the college has en-
tered into an MoU with the George Telegraph
to give internships to students in skilled de-
velopment. The classes are held on the sec-
ond campus of the college, which is situated
close by. The internship is offered in subjects
like data entry operators, GST and hospitality
management. The college is following a four-
year graduation course as per the recom-
mendation of the National Education Policy
(NEP).

Bangabasi Morning College has an al-
lotted playground in the maidan. It may be
mentioned that the other college that has
an allotted playground is Asutosh College.
The annual sports are held both indoors
and outdoors. The college has cricket and
football teams. Indoor games like carrom,
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table tennis and billiards are played by the
students.

The college publishes a magazine annual-
ly, to which students and teachers contribute.

Bangabasi Morning College has a strong
cultural wing, and festivals like the obser-
vance of Republic Day, Independence Day,
the birthday of Netaji, Rakhi Bandhan and Ba-
santa Utsav are held with great enthusiasm.
Teachers’ Day is observed every year.

The college uses solar power and does
rainwater harvesting.

“The USP of our college has the most cor-
dial relationship between the students and
the teachers. The students firmly believe
that the teachers will provide them with the
best education. The students’ union works
hand in hand with the administration, and
that has helped to run the college smoothly.
The students are our asset, and we always
try hard to give them the best education us-
ing the available resources. Mayor Subrata
Mukherjee, who was our past pupil, helped
us have the second campus. It is true that
the number of students taking admission in
the college has gone down after the Covid
due to various reasons, but we hope that
this situation will improve and we will have
an earlier flow of students,” Prof. Dutta
maintained.

Roar launched as Project Tiger hits golden jubilee

olkata witnessed a discussion
commemorating the 50 years

of Project Tiger involving two
rominent wildlife conserva-

tionists, Sunil Limaye, IFS (Retd), for-
mer principal chief conservator of for-
est, government of Maharashtra, and
Pradeep Vyas, IFS (Retd), former princi-
pal chief conservator of forest, govern-
ment of West Bengal, along with Shila-
ditya Chaudhury, wildlife enthusiast
and entrepreneur, and Ketan Sengupta,
real estate professional and elocution-
ist, who is also passionate about wil-
derness. The discussion moderated by
Soham Sengupta was followed by the
launch of a one-of-a-kind coffee table
book named Roar, published by Word-

phonics, that features a stunning collec-
tion of photographs from various tiger
reserves across India. It is the creation
of tiger enthusiasts Shiladitya Choud-
hury and Ketan Sengupta. Ms Melinda
Pavek, Consul General, US Consulate,
Kolkata, was the chief guest at the event.

Project Tiger was launched by the
Government of India on 1 April 1973.
It came into being to arrest the rapidly
dwindling population of the Indian ti-
ger and work towards well-strategised
conservation of this majestic beast.
Today, more than 50 years from the
day it was launched, Project Tiger is
hailed as a success story that has come
to occupy pride of place in environ-

significant rise in the tiger population
of the country, taking the count be-
yond 3,000 from approximately 1,800
in the late 1970s. The panellists shared
invaluable insights and personal ex-
periences from the speakers on tiger
conservation. The discussions pro-
vided attendees and wildlife enthusi-
asts with a deep understanding of the
significance of Project Tiger and the
relentless efforts involved in protect-
ing these magnificent creatures.

“As an Indian, I take pride in think-
ing I live in a country that is home to
more than 70 per cent of the world’s
tiger population. As the readers browse
through the book’s pages, they will be

mental, ecological, and wildlife stud-
ies around the world. It has ensured a

able to witness some of the majestic
traits of the Royal Bengal Tiger. I am

sure the readers and wildlife enthusi-
asts will be just as excited to go through
the pages of Roar as I was while clicking
the same,” said Shiladitya Chaudhury.
“The sound of animals treading on
dry leaves, the forest darkness during
the day mingling with feeble sunrays
piercing the dense cover of the foliage,
and little forest paths leading into un-
known places are clearly magical. Every
visit | have made to an Indian forest has
turned out to be unique. The indomi-
table urge to be in a dense forest in the
country has mostly been driven by the
expectation of catching a glimpse of
the majestic Royal Bengal Tiger, and
how that expectation turned into a re-
ality is captured between the hardcov-
ers of the book,” said Ketan Sengupta.

‘She s definitely the best thing that ever happened to me’

hey say to expect
the unexpected. We
need to accept the
fact that there will
always be things that can-
not be controlled, yet they
may surprise us so dearly
that we, over time, acknowl-
edge it as the most fortunate
circumstance that happened in
life. Arranged marriage may stand
out as one of them. The debate
comparing love marriage and ar-
ranged marriage is an age-old one.
We must embrace every form of un-
ion if it has love and mutual respect
between the partners involved in it.

This week, The Statesman in-
terviewed the Ghosh couple, Arup
Ghosh and Shikha Ghosh, who ex-
changed vows and tied their knots
back in 2000, and have stood by
their commitment in sickness and
in health.

After the initial disappoint-
ment from his prospective match-
es, it was Shikha who captivated
his heart. It was love at first sight
for Arup. Therefore, with the assis-
tance of a ghatak (matchmaker),
who is also a very close friend of
Shikha’s father, he formally se-
lects and declares to marry her

after taking permission from both
families.

Shikha says, “Our marriage
was held within a month, as both
sides didn’t want to delay such a
sacred union. The marriage date
was fixed by my aunt-in-law in
remembrance of the well-known
movie Unishe April, directed by
Rituparno Ghosh.”

The Ghosh couple then remi-
nisced about how they were una-
ble to go on their honeymoon dur-
ing the first year and then finally
decided to take a trip to Jalpaiguri
to make up for it.

Shikha then discloses more
about her adventurous marriage
journey. “We enjoy every moment.
We slip, we fall, and we rise again for
a new start, but we never get tired
of each other. Instead, this cycle is
what encourages us to grow more

-

in life. We married at quite
an early stage and there-
fore lacked maturity.
During my early days as a
bride, I faced challenges
to adjust to my in-laws.
However, with the love,
respect and support of
my husband, we were able
to overcome such difficul-
ties. Hence, our bond grew
stronger in the process.”

Arup also adds his in-
sights and experience. He
says, “She is definitely the
best thing that ever hap-
pened to me. During my
midlife, when I was criti-
cally unhealthy, she stood
by my side and, with a heart
filled equally with love and
courage, cured me.”

“We have no offspring
of our own. We accepted
it, and we are happy and
content with our lives with
each other. If asked, my
wife earlier faced painful
miscarriages and couldn’t
bear the labour pain. Al-
though it was truly sad at
the beginning, we adore
the truth now,” adds Arup.

Roar is priced at Rs 3,000 and will e —
be available across all leading book- e
stores in Kolkata and beyond.
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The article titled “Auld lang syne in the saddle: Kolkata’s Mounted Police through
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If you have a story
of success to share
about your mar-
riage, you may write
to us at the email
id given in the
Comments Corner
mentioning  your
name and phone
number, and we will
contact you

CM K
epaper.thestatesman.com

time” dated 19 May 2024 by Anwesha Santra draws much-needed attention to the
often-forgotten heritage of the city of joy. The centuries-old police force, despite
being the relic of a bygone era, has still remained effective at sniffing out crime and
keeping citizens safe. The article’s primary focus is on the backbone of the force—
the horses themselves. Their daily routine surrounding exercise, patrolling and
maintenance is sure to intrigue readers worldwide. The article also focuses on the
reduced reliance on imported horses and on better trained stallions which builds
renewed trust in the heritage police force. The anecdote to round the story off
proves that the unique natural ability garnered by our four-legged friends are still
indispensable to our efforts in alleviating crime in the city.

Yours etc., Soumyanil Chakraborty
London, United Kingdom,
23rd May, 2024




