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Ramallah in fresh blow to Israel

* [CJ to rule on Rafah offensive today ® No letup in Palestinian bloodbath in Gaza, West Bank

Arab Mews Jeddan

Colombia, whose president
has described Israel’s
campalgn In Gaza as
*wenocidal.” has sald it will
open an cmbassy in Ramallah
in the Palestinian territories.

lim=ter Lins Munlio
iodd reporiers  that  Presidend
Gustavo Petro — an ardent c1itic
of Taraels Bengamin Netanyaho
— hasl given instructions =that we

| /ieBriet

THE MAYMAN SHOW

MDOLBEAST is bunlding a trkse

for the music lovers, the plat-
form’s CCO Ahmad AlAmmary
telis “The Mayman Show, PSS

- CLIMATE CHANGE
Bangladeshi architect Marina

Tabassum's work locuses on e
resthence in the couniry whens
milliomns lose their homes Bo
climate change every vear. P8

"NON-QIL EXPORTS

Saudi Arabia's non-oil exports
saw an annwal nse of 3.3 percent
in the first quarter of 2024,
acoording to official data. P12

Foreign

prshinl) the embeesy ol Colomia i
Ramallah®™ in the West Bank.

The fodl v
an  announcement by Dredamd,
Norway and Spain that they
would rmeogniae a Palestinian
state, mwore than seven months
into the |||"..'|:-.I:|1Jr|p CrilZa WAIT,

ANMCHENOCETTET

Israel lanched  devasdating
dirsinkes on Gaza on Thursday
while also saving it 15 ready to
resumee stalled talks on a truce and
Itz release deal with Harmas to

periase e war ragang simce O, 7.

Saudi film ‘Norah’ makes hi

Filmed entire

Arab News '

Saudi hlm  “"Norah®™ had its
cfficial screening at the 77th
Cannes Film Festival on
Thursday, becoming the first
film from the Kingdom (o screen
as part of the odficial calendar at
the event.

[he movie, filmed entirely in
Altlla and directed by Tawhk
Al-Zaldi, is running In the “Un
Cerlain Regard” sechion ol the
festival.

The film ks set in 1950 Saudl

Arabia when conservaltism ralec

NUMBLER

39,800

have bean killed in Gara in
Israsll attacks since Oct. 7.

Caza’s civil defense agency
said two pre-dawn airstrikes had
killed 26 people, including 15
children, in Gaza Clty alone. One
sirike hit a family house, killing

‘Marmh,’ starring Maria Bahroowl,
Yagoub Al-Farbian, and Abdullah
Al-Satian, s In competition with 18

ather flims from around the world.
AN phots by Ammar Abd Fabizd

168 people, 1 the Al-Dara) area,
and another Killed 10 people
insdde a mosque compound.

Palestinlans i Jenin, occupied
West Bank, assessed the damage
caused by a two-day Israch
raidd that left 12 people dead,
including children,

Weanwhile, the International
Courl of Justsoe will rule on
Friday on South Africa’s requoest
to order a halt to Israel's Hafah
offensive in Gaza, Last week,
south Africa asked the 1C], to

"BRATING

and the professional pursuit of

all arl, mcluding panting, was
frowned upon

It stars Maria Bahrawi, Yagoub
Al-Farhan, aned Absluillak

CINEMA

story with screening at Cannes

v in AlUla, the movie, directed by Tawhk Al-Zaidi, is running in "Un Certain Regard’ section

order a halt 1o Israels offensive
in Gazil, and in Rafah i partic-
wlar, saving this was necessary
to ensure the survival of the

Palestinians
Central  Intellipence  Agpency
Director Willlams Bums  will

travel to Europe for talks with
Mossad direcior Doavid Barnea o
iry to revive Gaza tallkes, Axaos sacd

» Redated reports Hoors 4
# Opindon by Dr. Abdel Aziz
Aluwalsheg

Al-Satian and follows the story
of Norah and failed artist Nader
a8 thev encourage each other to
reilize their artistic potential in
rural Saudhi Arabia.

“Norah” B in competition
with 13 other films from around
the world

On  Wednesday, the cast.
director and CECQ and chair
woman of the Hed Sea Interna-
tional Film Festival Mohammed
Al-Turkl amd Jomana Alrasid,
respectively, appeared topether
on the red carpet for French
atlventure drama hlm  “Le

YEMEN CRISIS
Vesse
largeled by
missile off

Hodeidah,
crew safe

Arab News
A missile attack fargeled a
commercial  vessel fransiting

soutthwest of Yemen's port city
of Hodeidah withont cansing amy
||.:|r|1:|_:.'.-e' or castialibe= maritime
security irms said on Thursday,

The vessel was "suspiciously
:||||:-|'-::-.'-||'I'|-e'-:|" BE msatecal miles
tff Hodepdah, Ambsey =i,
without identifving the ship or
the flag that it was flying.

“The wessel had undergone
what she describisd as a ‘missibe
attack’ at the location,” 11 acdkged,
noting that “no injuries or
damages were reported.”

The United Kingdom Maritime
Trade QOpeEriihons gadd the attnck
happensed in the southern
Red Sea near the cructal Hab
El-Mandeb Strakt, =Vessel and all
crew are safe and procesding (o
noxtl port of call,”™ it said.

Yemens Houthi militia did nod
immediately claim the attack,
though it can take hours or even
davs for them b ackmowiedpe
their assanits,

The militias beader, Abdul
Malik Al-Houthi, sadd one of
their  operations  this  week
targeted the Mediterrancan Sea
Earlier this month, he said thai
all ships heading 1o [sraell poris
watiled b Largeded, ol just Dhase
in the Red Sea region.

The Houthis have [aunched
more than S0 attacks on shipping,
selped one wvessel and sunk
aricdlier since Novernber,

The group say thelr campaizn is
i sobicdkurity with Palesdinkans amid
the Gaza war, Shipping through
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden has
declined because of the threat.

Comte de Monte-Cristo”
"Worah” was bhackKed by the
Rexd Sea Fund — one of the Red
Sed Film Foundation's programs
and had an all-Saudi cast and
4 40 percent Saudi crew.
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The kingdom'’s Viston 2030 program alms
to benefit from the country’s strategic location
lo become a hub of global logistics.
Salah Al-Jassar
Sauel mibrndter of rarmspot and loglalics

RSA

foday

Todaqys
Number

$9m

Property technology venture
capiial imvestments in Saud
Arabia saw an annual mcereis:
of 25 percent in 2023 to reach
&0 million, according to
MAGNITT s latest report,

[ heRegister

THE FICTURES THAT MARK THE DAY
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Dhahran
Summer Camp

Enrall vour children at Tthra
Cenler’s Summer Camp (o

help them appreciate nature,
conseTye resources, and reduce
waste through immersive art
and cultural practices. Reg-
isiration = open throughoul
SUITITET,

Review

‘The Undiscovered
Self

EHADI JOUDAH

“The Undisoovered Saif "
written by Swiss psychiatrst
and peychoanalyst Carl Jung
in 1957, delivers a warming
about the dangers of madern

rincess Heema bhimt Bandar,

Beach Horse

[mmerse yourself in the culture
of Sanedi Arabda as you giddy up

[t a fantastic horse-riding ex-

perience in Jeddah, It inclhades a

ride along the beach, photo ses

Sinndi Arabias s ambassador,
opened the exhibition
“Al-Mangour: Loved and Be-
ovesd” I Washington on Wednesday,
The work by Saucls Arabsa artist Alhmacl
Angawi was presemte:d by the Saudi Embassy

anil the International Finance Corporation.
The exhibition, held at the IFC's
headquarters, showcases the beauty of
Al-Mangoarr, the tracitional Hijez cral
thenl compsists of wooen lattieewaork
forming a meshrlilhe screen.
In her speech, Princess Beema stressed

the importance of radidonal arts in
strengthening cultural identity ancd solixd-
fving national heritage, and bailding bridges
with other nationms.

Among these in attendance were the
[FC's Director Makhtar Dop, officials,
diplomats and artists,

callectivisrm, arguing that
individeals are increasimgly
losing towch with their true
SEves

Loss of personal
responsibility, the author
sugEests, can lead to the rise
of mass movamants and,

sicd, delicious food, and games.
For booking and more informa-
ton, clveck the Visit Saudl app.

ultimately, totalltarianism.
The baook of fars o pru:;:rip‘l:inn

Jeddah

hite Surfing

Experience an adrenaline rush
with kite surfing in Jeddah,
Super Rite Days mentors will
imtroduce vou 1o this exciting

sport in Lhe safest possible way,

For registration and mome de-
tails, visit the Hala Yalla app.

Dhahran

Water Challenge

[thra Water Challenge is back
as summer arrives. Enjoy new
fun water-based challenges and

I l / (] i'f HTl'ﬂndlﬂg Tolays hot tapics explained by Nada Jan

GCGO0OGLE DOODLE

Accordion

Croole Doodle celebrated

‘ the accordion on Thursday

a In an unusual annversary
ImoTent,

Om May 23, 1529, the instrument was
patented for the first time.

Google tool this information and
celebrated the accordion™ 1595th patend
anniversary with an animated doodle
o the homepage of the search engine,
showing the instrument being plaved
and human figures dancing

The tech firm also provided a list of
fun facts about accordions, starting
with the root of its name, which is de-

MODELING MILESTONE

Bright Vachirawil

X to show their delight at his modeling
milestone.

Fans also showered him with praise
anl supporting messages, taking
“Bright Vachirawit” to trending status
wortdwide on X.

i RAHInbOw2E posted: “Bright s viseal
% sor captivating. He truly shines and
embodies Burbermy spirit as its global
ambassador. Can't wait to sec his posters
and other media all around the world.
mSSaksripanich posted: “Bright is
very handsome, royally handsome,
50 handsome that his [ect
don't towch the ground.
Let's just say that he's
s0 handsome and so
coal”
mBrights-

Afer making his Met Gala
debut donning Burberry's
new collection made by
Dankel Lee, Thal singer
Bright Vachirawit is now one of the
brand’s new global faces.

Accopding to Vogue Thailand,
Burterry Chiel Creative Of-
ficer Daniel Lee launched
his first handbag campaign
for the brand with the
Rocking Horse hag,

Thie British luxury bramds
campalign has been
presented by new
alobal ambas-
saclors including
Jon Jihvun, Tang
Wed, Mizukawa

for individual psychotogical
development and moral
autonomy as an antldote to
society's collectivist forces.
Jung explains the structurs
of tha payche, with the
consclous ago and much
|=.I.FEE!' suboonsaiows, which

contains universal archetypes,
as well as porsonal complexes
and shadows that shape our
bahavior.

The book emphasizes the
importance of understanding
and integrating the
uroonsoious rather than just
rehying on the conscious mind

Jung also explores the
notlon of "self,” defining
“individuation™ as the process
of intagrating the conscmus
and wnoonsciows to become a
whole, individualized person

This reguires embracing one’s
shadow s:de and personal
comphexas, not just the socaally

:|.|;-|:.'|,-.|:|!:|.hle pérROnd,

Aszami, Lily Dan-
aldsomn, Nora Attal
and Bright.
Bright's fans
around the
world tosalk to

Fhve posted:
“Congratula-
hons, Bright, on
youir first global
campaizn with
Burherry!l™

rived from the German word “Akkord,”
meaning chord

The instrument went through
changes throwghout its history.

aciivities, amdl a .'-:1||.'|'|.1I SLTIF e
to have a happy ending to your
day with friends and family. The
evenl runs unti May 31.

“A Sneak Peek™ Exhibitican at
Gaatar Auto Museum explores

wrill roam und] Jan. 26, 200k,

Arab Mews e cidah Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

1ieRegion

#® The Chocolate Factory at Jhel, the past, presend, amd Fature of ® Learn abould the history ancd May 24 Fojr  Sumfiss  Dhuhr Asr  Maghreb lshin
Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup Lehanon, is inviting people to the automobile and its impact cufture of Bahrain on this walking Mk 414 5480 1918 299  BES 8.96

fulfill a childhood dream to see, on global lifie and culture. It also toarr in Mubharrag with guides

smell, tosech, and taste chocolate celebrates the mission to drive who will tell visitors stories and Madinah 4:08 5:34 121 .42 T3 8:33

in a fally sttomathe Factory and bt |rl|:l‘|.'|.a:II:l1JII!'E1'|H Insapire (we fil-'ll'[-‘i ilti"i'lll.||'"'i|'“|-“"“'f"' ||"I“1 Uy Riyadh 3.98 6 A& 1161 3:14 BT Agas

l=arty about the production - Xt peneration of innovators, de-  might ot find in books, To mee-

oess, fmom aw materals (o end siENeTSs, cngineers, collectors, amd ister for the Muhamag Cultuaral A bh:a &:12 on3d 12:07 3:24 G40 GRI

; ' bevinakers throueh a shaped i '
products. The tour (akes place palicymakers through a share Walking Tour, which will mn e — 440 AT 3085 Bk 4

every Satorday until Sept. 28, passion for cars The exhiibibon winfal May 30, vissl cadendar. b,



Saudi people are passionate and
excitedl. They can tell amazing stories,

wdir=ve] Unesangity

Jasmine Bager Dhabran

William “Wink™ wWinkler
of Samflord University
landed Iin Saudi Arabia
earlier this month for

the Sandl Film Festival in
Dhahran, he felt he had
discovered a new Mrontier
in cinema and technology.

The nstructor ol dgntal arts
brought with him a wealth of
EXpErience 1o i onduct a master-
class in artificial intellgence in
himmaking. However, dunng his
visit, he gained a fresh perspec
tive on the Sandi Alm industry.
“1 learned that the Sandl
preaple are passionate and
excited,” Winkler todd Arab
MNews, "They can tell amazing

Willkam "Wink' Winkler
Frat I i

LT O CREa TE

gl aries, |||'|;:I||:|| Saulh slories,
and as they starl (o embrace pew
and emerging technology, that
will help them to do that”

Al g still considered an
emerging technology, but one
thinl is evalving ragciy

As a mant ageregator, Al
can instantly sift through vast
amounts of data [n an instant
and use existing screcnplays to
identify patterns and generate
curated story ideas.

In pre-production, Al can help
sireamiineg ocation scouting by
analyzing images in real time
based on a prompd. It can also
cut casting time by instanta-
necisly analyzing audition
LA s,

In post-produecton, Al wall
transform filtmmaking by using

ARAB NEWS Friday, May 24, 2024

hotlight

FILMMAKING

Pushing the boundaries of creativity

Expert thinks Saudi filmmakers will use Al for good and noble ends, but recommends they start simple

attbormated eciting toals, which
can analyze foodage and suggest
instant edits,

It can also assist with color
erading, sound desipm, amd
visaal effecis,

However, Al in lmmaking s
ot without its i==ues. The tood
could negate several jJobs, while
machine-generaled stores
might secm inauthentic or
lacking in human spirit.

“Films invoke emotion,
and they can creale feelings
DescaLse they re tald [rom a
human story.” said Winkler,
“And humans have felt feclings
ard have dealt with real human
prablems. And the compuie
ha=n'y,

“All it can do is resd what has
bBeen wriltten and repeat it, hui

DID YOU KNOW?

Al can sift through

vast amounts of data
in an nstant and use
existing screenplays to
ganarate story ideas.

d  In pre-productson, Al cowld
hedp streamiine location

ascouting and cut casting

time by analyring footage.

In post-production,
¥ Al could automate
aditing and assiat with
color grading, sound
design, and visual effects.

EYE ON

A.l:)

it doesn't actually know what
Lo say, ar how o convey 1L I
can only try to replicate what a
human said before.”

There are also concerns about
hiaz in Al algorithms, as they
mimec whal already exisls,

Al systems have a tendency
to perpetuate and amplify
demographic and racial biases.

Anather conslderation 1«
phagriarism, as Al pulls [rom
existing works without
providing credit,

To manage Lthis, Winkler
believes a thoughthal discussion
leading to robust regulation is
required.

“We can fighit i, just like we've
always [ought it — I|||'-::-|_.|g|:| riles
and regulations,” he said

“I think that creating

COEmmunities :|.r|-::| fliscTEsions
al small local levels — to larper
povernance levels — creates
sodne guardrails around what's
happening”

Winkler belleves Saudi
filmimakers will use AT for good
and noble ends — bat recom-
mends they start simple.

“I think the place that 1 would
start is actually not in AL" b
said. "Start with a journal and a
piece of paper and a pen — and
chsrument. Get the stories firom
viouur meodher, vour grand-
maother, vour grandfather, vour
great-grandmother and vour
ereat-grandfather.

“Evervones ancestors have
ilispqe amazing things, and thad
sivotlcd be documented and
shared.”

Navigating the ethical landscape of Alin the classroom

RAFAEL HERNANDEZ DE SANTIAGD

n the sprawling metropalis of
Techville, resklents grapple with the
moral maze of AL One particular]y
contentious issue revolves around
the intepration of Al into hizsher
education.

Proponents argue that Al can revola
Honize learning, offering personalized
curricilums taitored to each student s
undague needs. With the right algorithm,
even the most disinteresied stndents might
hnd themselves captivated by quacdTatic
equations or Shakespearcan sonnets.

Critics, meanwhile, raise the alarm about
the inherent blases harking within these
cligitad tutods. In Techviile's institutions
of higher learning, where textbooks are
repaced with tabbets and lectures are live
sireamed in virtual reakity, a battle rages,

As the philosopher Plato once opdned:
“The direction in which educatbon staris
i man will determine his futwre life.” Bal
when that direction 15 shewed by the biascs
of algorithms and data sets_ does the road
Lo enhightenment lead (o a desd end?
Consider the case of Al-powered
prading systems, tonted as the saviors of
overwhelmed professors drowning in a sea
of 1erm papers. e, bBeneath the venaen
of efhiciency hes a Pandora’s box of brases,
where zip codes and surmmames become the
unwitting judges of academic merit.
Picture this: You are a bright-eved
stipclent, eager to soak up the wisdom of the
ages in Lhe halloawved halls of higher educa-
thor. But vour professors are not flesh and
Food: they are algorithms, programmed o

bead iy and gracle,

Fatosl Hemdnder o Sant g

i o EGpat B & Shaingh
(Nl e P g e el

AR E Sl WO al

As the brightest minds converge in
pursnit of knowbedge and innovation, the
specier ol bias casts a long shadow over
higher education. In the famous words of
Aristothe “Educating the mind withot
educating the heart is no education at all.”
Hut when the heart of Al algorithms beats
to the rhvythim of soecietal prejudices, what
hecomes of the pursuit of truth?

Take, for instance, the case of admis-
=10 algonthms tasked with selecting the
noxt generation of Techville students. In
a city where diversity is celebrated, these
alzorithms wield the power to shape the
future of generations Yet, in thelr quest [og
efficiency, they often fall prey to the very
hiases they were designed to mitigate.

In the case of Al-powered hiring

algorithms destened (o sift thoaeh

resumes with impartiality, beneath the
surface lies a labyrinth of biases. When
those individuals are reduced to mere data
points in an Al caleulation, what becomes
ol meriiocricy?

Ag the wise Islamic philosopher [hn
Khaldun once stated: “The world of today is
not the one of yesterday. Tomorrow will be
different from today, Do not expect things
b remiain The sammee™ And 1 was Avicenna
Wi once saicd: “The mote brilhiant the
lighting. the quicker it disappears.”

Perhaps, just perhaps, we will find
otr way through the meaze of Al ethics,
eryerging on the other side wiser, Einder
and infinitely more human. For, in the end,
it may be our humility, not our technology,
that guides us through the labyrinth of Al
amdl ethics in the city of tomormoas
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News Saudi Arabia

Symbel el hespliallty The Saudi pavilion at the World Water Forum in Indonesia has e
attracted significant attention from visitors. Saudi hospitality, exemplified by the quality and

variety of dates and coffee on offer, has proved a major draw. The event is being held from May 18
to May 25, Saudi coffee is considered a symbaol of hospitality.

Rashid Hassan Fivadh

The third European Film
Festival begins next
week, taking place In

both Rivadh and Jeddah
Ffor the first time.

The event, which will mun from
May 200 June 6, s betng laumched
by the Evropean Union Delegation
i the Hingdom in conjunction
with the embassics of EU member
states and Arabia Pictures

Tt will be hosted af VOX Clnemas
Century Corner in Riyvach and the
newly opened VOX  Cinemas
Jeddah Park in Jedkdah.

This year the festival is bigzer
than ever, with 21 Earopean films
romm countries including Austria,
Helrium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Ceech
Republic, Denmark, Estona,
Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Ireland. Ttaly, Lithuania,

CULTURAL EXCHANGE

European Film
Festival set to regale
Saudi movie buffs

VOX Cinemas will host 21 hilms over the one-week event

stovakia, Skovenda,
swerlen,

The line-up [ealires movies
that have won awarnds inchuding
Oscars and the Palme d'Or, the
hizhest prize awarded at the
Cannes Film Festival.,

EU Ambassssdor 1o Saudi Arabia
Christophe Farnand said: "1 am
gladd that the European Film
Festival has become a landmark
event on the Kingdom's culiural
calendar. The festival has been
expanding vear by wear amd
this tme around we are not
only showcasing more  movies,
but also brimging the lestival to
Jeddah. I hope that this will allow
even maore Saudi film enthusiasts
to atiend the festbval’s many film
serecnings and side events”®

Ahmed Teama, CEO  of
Arabia  Pictures, expressed
his pleasure at extending the
collaboration with the EU

Spain  and

SPEEDREAD

# The event, which will

run from May 28 to June

B, is being launched

by the Eurcpean Union
Delegation to the Kingdom
in conjunction with the
ambassies of EU membar
states and Arabia Pictures.

@ |t will be hosted at VOX
Cinamas Century Cormer
in Riyadh and the nawly
opaned VOX Cinemas
Jeddah Park in Jeddah.

a third consecutive vear.

He lauded the festival as
ome of the most  significant
cinematic events in the Kingdom,
hizhlighting its unique appeal to a
devoted audience of international
clnema enthusiasts,

Ammed at [aciitating culiural

Eurogsean cinema, the festival will
also foster contacts between Eyro

prean and Sauci [lmmaleers,

Among the guests will be Cscar-
winning Austrian film director
stefan Rueowitzky, who will give
i spescial measterclass,

Also attending wiall be director
Kymakos Tofandis and screen-
writerdirector Milke de Jong
as well as Robert Higgins and
Patnck MceGimey, from Cypras,
the Netherdlands and  Ireland
respectively, who will meet
the auwdiences and run an open
cobversation  with  hlmmakers
and hlm enthusiasts

All side-cvents are free of
charge and will take place at
VOX Cinemas Century Corner in
Riyadh.

Cinema  enthusiast  Meshal
Al-Murtairt told Arab News “1
harve seen movies during previoas
ELU film lests and like theirr movie

Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Delegation to Sawdi Arabia for  exchange and promoting selection,”

SPIRITUALITY About 5.000
Ellbe Alban fdards Fillpino Musiims

Fiﬂr_ The .J"-I.lll-.'?u.ujl Commission  on mt;lﬂ
Muslim Filipinos sent off the this yoar.

pi!grimﬁ first group of Halj pilgrims on Muslims make
Thursday, marking the besinning up 10 parcent of

ﬁ“()ﬂ? af the annual pilerimage season F|h|'||= ”I"' i

2 for Muslims from the predomi- SRR pulation.
nantly Catholic Phalippanes. o= w1 AN phota

Philippines
depari for
Hajj 2021

Muslims consttute about 10
percent of the nearly 120 million
Philippine population, with most
living on the sland of Mindanao
and the Suli archipedago in the
country’s south, as well as In
the central-western provinee of
Pakawan.

With the Hajj this wvear
expecied 1o start on June 14 and
emd on June 19, many pilgrims
dbepart eardy to make the most of
the spiritual journey that is onc
of the five pillars of Islam.

The Philippines' first group
of 150 plgrims lelt early on
Thursday moaming fmom  the
main airport I Manila, making
the Arst leg of their journey to
Maclinah via Oman,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Transformation

DCO ofMicial
holds talks with

Egypt minister

Deemah Al-Yahyva, secretary-
general of the Digital Coopera-
ton Orgnbetion, held talks with
Egyplian Minister of Com-
mcations and Informmition
Technology Amr Takaat, and the
Arab Leapue’s Seorefary-General
Ahmed Aboul Gheit during her
visit to Caimo.

AlYahwa affirmed to Talaar
Uheat Uhere were several opporiu-
nitees for cooperabon between
the organization and Egypl
in light of the latter's digital
sirategy.

She adkded that this was thwe
result of Egyvpls economidc
cormpsoasenis and strategic goals
aligming with the onganization’s
alms.

Al-Yahva added that the orga-
nization was able to provide op-
portunities that could be kever-
aged o achieve digital econemic
gronwth and prosperity,

She also praised the Digital
Egypt Fioneers Indtiative, which
cbrives digital transformation by
developing skills and mnoyation
while supporiing voung talenis
in husimess

ARYalvea alfirmed that the
organization seeks to enhance
cooperation with different sec-
tors in Egyvpt. SPA Tabuk

Vision 2030

hingdom secures
membership in

ITF in Germany

Satncti Arabia secured member-
ship in the Internatboosal Trans-
port Forumn on the sidelines
i the cvent hekd in Leipase
CrET TR Y

Sauch Minster of Transpor
arl Logistics Saleh bin Nasser
Al-lasser saud the membership
symisxdizes the Kingdom's oom-
mitment to addressing transpaor-
tation challenges thiough inno-
vative anl sustamaide sodutions,
It also supports the Ringdom’s
estahlished role in developings
thee transport and logistics sector,
b acdchesel, hnighiligheing the Sawdi
Visiom 2000 =oal of benefiting
fromn the coumitry™s sirategic loca-
tiom Lo become a global logistics
penter,

Al-Jasser said the Kingdom
hezs macde sigmificant strides in
hogistics, jumping I7 places (o
resch 38th place globally in the
bomistics services performance
index. Addiionalky, the Ringdom
achieved [3th place globally in the
IATAR intetmatinnal alr conmectiy-
ity inclex anc W5th in the maritime
naviation network conneckvity
mdex. He also noted the anch
off & new akr carrier, Rivadh Adr,
admes] sl compeciomg the Ringdom
to more than 250 intermabonal
cdestinatons. SPA Riyadh

1he Days

Boiacda: FS0o kol

KERELIEF LARGEST COMPLETED &
ONGOING PROJECTS IN 88 COUNTRIES

FIGURES -

Gaza assistance

hSA delivers aid
to Palestinians

through Jordan

Sauchi Arabla's ald agency KSre-
liel has delivered equipment
and toods to the Jordanian
Hashemite Charity Organiza-
tion that will be sent to sup-
port Palestinians in Gaza,

Jardan's Armed Forces will
airdrop the 30 tonnes of sup-
plies into the area that remains
under siege by Israel,

The Ringdom remains com-
mitted to delivering humani-
tartan aid into Gaza throuwsh
varlous means, the Sandi Press
Agency reported on Thursday,

Earlier, the and agency
diztributed hundreds of food
aid packages and shelter kits
to thodssamndds most in need
in Sudan and Pakistan, The
apency provided 956 food
parcels, benefitting nearly
5,500 people In Swdan, while
nearly 600 shelter kits were
distributed in the Gwadar dis-
trict of Pakistan's Balochistan
province. SPA Amiman

Protecting environment

S residents
arresied for

vielating law

The Speckal Forces for Security
atud Protection arrested three
resichernts for viodating emviron-
menital regulations by andawfully
exploiting sedineents without a
permidtl in the Tabuk region.

The forces explained that three
tools used i transporting sand
and dredeing the sall, operated
by bwo resicdents, were sefzed,
and legal procedures were taken
aainst them.

Meanwhile, Al-Afwaj secu-
rity patrods in Al-Arkda, Jazan,
recently arrested a Saudi citizen
for transporting m 10 Ethioptans
in his car who crossed the Ring-
dom's border illesally.

The 10 Ethéopians were re-
ferred to the relevant authoribes

Media spolesperson of the
Minkstry of Intersors Al-afwaj
Regiment sald that anyone found
i be facilitating illegal entiy to
the Kingdom could fBace impris-
onrment for a maximum
of 15 vears. SPA Tabul

‘ Follow Arab Nows Briefs alf through the day @ArabNews
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“The Mayman Show” |s a
woeskly podcast hostod by

_ feporter Hussam Al-Mayman,

Hussam Al-Mayman Fyacdh

MDLEBEAST is bullding

a tribe for the reglon’s
music lovers through s
inftiatives such as the
Soundstorm festival,

the platform’ Chiel
Creative Officer Ahmad
AlAmmary, also Known as
I Baloo, safd.

The Sawlr veleran [IJ and
producer with over 20 years of
experience under his belt sat
down with Arab “The
Mayman Show" for the Baunch
of its sixth season, talking about
MDLBEASTS ambitions and his
own backeroand.

Hiz rode taps into his abillty to
il scdutions on many levels, he
shared.

“It's been my role since the
onsel of this whole project. My
hackeround sits between design
thinking, brand developmeni,
and bramd strategy, and music,”
the CCO sabd, adding that the rale
fecds like a perfect fit for haom,

“Creatively, you know, every
day ks itz own day. There's no
svaterm for creativity, [is context
15 'I.'lllill;l."n'l:'l: COMes SO Wiy,

My

whatlever  problem vioaa

solving — that's where wyour

ereativity shts" he saicl,
AlAmmary said it was

MDLEEASTS goal to become
involved in all facets of the
creative music industry since its
laumnch in 2014

“From the onseq, the big splash
wis Soundstorm, but we had
every intention of launching owur
record labels, our music confer-
enpcexs, amml XP Muzic Futare”
he sabd. The platform launched
aroind the start of the COVID-19
pandemyle, which provided an
opportuntty for it to focus on
enteraming.

“S0, whether or not you
tcowld) =o to an event, we were
still aronnd there o ... provide

Italian

Haifa Alshammnr| Hlynon

world's
wil work In
partmershup  with Sauch Arablka
i stirengthen  the  Ringdom’s
mantime sector, with a focus on
susiainability amd the development
e “green shipping.”

Fincantier, an Italian company
and Europe’s largest shipbuilding
eroup, highlighted s commit-
ment (o Sauadi Arabins Vislon
20000 apgenda al a conference
under the theme "Where Yision
Meets Mantime Excellence” held
in Hivadh on Wednesday,

Satich RRRTHY
redatesd sectors m Rivadh poshed
[talian officials m a range of
sessboTes ot the fomm.

Dunng the event, Fincanbien

tne of the
shiphudlders

bigpest

dleci=sonmakers

the mus=¢ and 0o provide the
entertamment,” AlAmmary said.

After pandemic restrictions
eased, it allowed him amnd the
team to siay on the path they
paved, MDLBEAST started with
Hagship live events and some
record lahels,

"We had . fanmchedd
MDLEEAST Records, Qabo,
Wattar, Maestro-Lab and, most
recently, Mahoul Records. Each
of these lahels, for example,

Fincantierl CEQ Plerroberto
Folglero autlined the shipbuilder's
plans to collaborate with Saudi
compandes in Bne with Vision 2030
AN phats by Huda Bashatah

THE MATMAN SHOW

MDLBEAST building a creative
through music, says chief creative officer

Ahmad AlAmmary talks about MDLBEAST vision, his own musical backeround

HIGHLIGHT

The platform lavnched
around the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which
provided an opportunity for
it to focus on antertalning.

R i
=

i

a mche, Abdve and
beyvond, our confercnce 15 a
really unique experience that
gathers people from  around
the reglon. We have a day and
night experience. During the
day, it's all about learming and
networking, connecting, and
cillaborating. And al night,
that turms into a regional music
showcase,” AlAmmary sasd.
M. EBEAST highlizhts
up-and-coming brands that are

SEIVEes ..

COMMITMENT

CED Fiermoberto Foletero outlined
the shipbullder’s plans o colliabo-
rale with Sauch companies i Hne
with Vissom 200340

rommitment to the
i Sauci Arab@ s

“Our
Ringtlom

shipbuilding giant floats RSA

steadiast,” e sad

Fincantiers stamnds owd In  the
shipbuilding  indusiry for  iis
innoaation, and has a lesding mle
in the maval, erise, and ofl amd gas
seclors, Folgsero sakd,

The CEQ highlighted the impor-
fance of developing green ships,
designied (o minimize the environ-
mental impact of martime opera
tions, as part of Saudi Armbiss
cormmitment (o achieving net-zer
Essanns by 3060,

Dgirging: shipvand  operations
through innovations =such as Al
also aligns with the goals of Vision
20630, Folgiern said.

“Today, the shipping ndustey
atil the maritime industry, in
general, s coping with environ-
mental regulation. For us, it is not
oftly a source of comphiance, bl

Chiaf Craatlve

Officer Ahmad
AlAmmary,

aleo KRown as
Okl Baloa, Im
camveraatian
with Hussam
Al-Mayman
about muséc and
entartainmant.
AN phats

lending the undergroand scene
of Sandi music across a variety
of menres, the OCO said.

“It's just been, vou Enow, a
fod of fun ... but also a lod of ...
work,. We're tumning arocund
projects left and right” he
gabd, adding that the platform
15 now “diving into venues®

with the launch of PBeasl
House, for example, "HRiyadh's
firal music  and  creative

members club” according to

FASTFACT

Digitizing shipyard
operations thﬂ:lli.lﬂl'l
Innovations such as Al also
allgns with the goals of
Vigion 2030, Folgiero said.

also a source of disinctivencss
=0, we believe that in the maritime
sector, in the shipbuilding secton
masiering energy transifion and
new technolognes will be a source
of competitiveness and distine
tivencss,” hie said.

“That is why we are engaged
i all the salutlons (regarding
cRnergy ransiion at sea, We are
2 new engine. We are in baofuels
Wi are in methanol. We are in
LMNG. We are in ammonia. We are

tribe

the MDLEEAST website,

“We developed these smalles
pop-up  evenls, with  more
intimate setiings,” AlAmmary
sald, explaining that the events
take place in spaces that have
been abandoned, siving
MDLBEAST space to flex its
creative muscles

"W can take over and create an
experience that is very unigue,”
hve saied, “We ssiw that with Takhlia
in Jeddah and Irgah in Riyadh,
the abandoned hospital ... We're
booking at all of these different
spaces and proects as ... an
experences that we can creale
for our people and platforms for
musicians to shine ™

Speaking his own
background, AlAmmary savs he
owes his creative attnbubes (o
fris very musical Family.

“My eldest brother, Rhalisd,
aciually, he was kKind of like the
cultural conter of our family.
Everything from film 1o music,
design, art, vou Enow, we
always had a deep interest in the
arts because of his infuaence
Especially with me and house
music — thats where | learned
it. 1 learned it from Khalid™ he
g,

The I and producer devel-
oped an interest in music at an
carly age.

"By the time T was 17, T alreacdy
had a collection of music,” he
said. “Years later, vou kmow,
1 started to get things like a
residency in Bahrain .., T would
just trave] to Beirut and the gigs
would appear.”

absoi

Scan this code to access the podcast

partnership plan

m hydrogen. We are evenywhere
there is innovation at sea”

Maria Tripodi, umdersecretary
of state for foreign affairs at the
Tialkan Alimastry ol Foregn Allairs
amel  Intermational Cooperation,
discussed  the sinifwance of
keeping operations and businesses
sustaimable.

Fincanticn's ships are built to
produce z2eto carbon  emissions,
witich helps to protect the environ-
I|'|I‘I'|| |Illl:t IHrare II'I'l::l!'-:lu'.‘-u":'rI:I. !'illl"
skl

Khalil [brahmm bin Salamah.
deputy minister for induwstry affairs
at the Saudi Ministry of Industry
Muserd
“Localizathon for us iz a key Bactor
Rey components are crucial, bad
the whole supply chain s equeally
pmporiant,”

HE}h| Hesamirres,  sald
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The Arab Parliameni has
welcomed a decision by the
governments of Spain, Norway
and Ireland to recopnize the
state of Palestine.

The prime ministers of
the three countries said on
Wednesday that  they  would
lormally recognize Palestine as a
state on May 28,

All three said they hoped the
dieciston wollld accelerate efforts
toward securing a ceasefire in
Lsrael's war against Hamas in
Gz, now n its elghth month,

The parliament described the
move as a viclory for justice
and the right of the FPalestinian
people to establish an indepen-
chenil state,

It said the decision was a “new
victory for the Palestinian cause

SOLIDARITY

Arab Parliament welcomes move to recognize Palestinian state

and  Palestinian  diplomacy,”
and an imporiant step toward
recogtnition by many countries
worldwide,

The parinment sabd the recog-
miton supporfed the legtimate
righis of the Palestmian peoplde,
foremnost of which s the cstablish-
ment of an independent state with
the clty of Jerusalem as s capltal.

Il =i that the annoumce-
ments come at a time when

Israel 15 working (o destroy
the Palestinian cause through
"ethnic cleansing and forced
displacement  against  civil-
ans, including children,
women, and the eldedy, against
whom war crimes amd crimes
against humanity are being
committed.”

Growing internatbonal recog-
nitbton of a Palestinian state
represented a practical response

lo Israels plans to "lguidate the
Palestinian cause, which will not
suceeed,” it added.

The parliament called on
countries that have not  vet
recogniged the state of Palestine
to take a step toward “endimg
the historical injustice to which
the Palestinian people have
bieen exposed for decades of
occupation and per the mter-
nationally recognized two-state

soejution based on international
legitimacy resolutions,”

It called on the international
community and all countries
o stand with the Palestinian
peape and their just canse,

Ireland has said 1t wall upgrade
its representative office in the
West Hank to a full embassy,
while the Palestindan mission in
Iredand will also be afered fall
embassy satis.

DESTRUCTION

Palestinians survey damage, mourn
dead after Israel raid in West Bank

Health Ministry in Ramallah says Israeli forces killed 12 people, including 4- children

AFP Jandn

Falestinlans on Thursday
began assessing the damage
caused by a two-day Isracli
rald on the Jenin refugee
camp in the cccupled Wiest
Bank that lefl 12 people
dead, including children.

Young militants showled into
wallae-talkies as they loaded anti-
tank obstacles into a pickup truck,
an AFP correspondent reported
s he touped the camp afier the
troops left,

Biack canvas sheets littered the
narrow alleyways of the mpov-
erished camp, tom down afler

providing cover from  Isracli
drcines.
Damaged pars fom  lsraels

armares] vehicles were ladd oasi
on a main streel, adomed with
the flag of the Palestimian malitamnt
erouyp Islamic Jihad.

The Palestinian Health Ministry
i Famualkah suicd Isreedl forees had
killed 12 people, including four
children, and woumnded 25 during
the fighting, which began on
Tuesday morming.

The bodies of several people
killed in the clashes were wrapped
in black amd green flaps amd
placed om stretchers, which were
then holsted on the shoulders of
sUpporters,

They were camed through
the streets of downtown Jenin
on  Thursday, surrounded by
mulitants from Islamic Jihad, who
fired automatic weapons into the
alr in salute.

vl N T et S
Pt P T

and stalrwell before holding a
memorial for him outside  the
courtyand,

}emin has long been a stronghobd
of militant groups, and the 1srael
Ay routinely carries oul rakds in
e city anel the adjacent camp.

This time, lsraeli foroes stayved in
thee carp For about fw days.

| .'L ""'bl 1]’:' Er[q

The body of local surgeon
Usased Jabareen received

a special commemaoration
from staff at the government
hoapital in Palestinian city.

h.. . &
¥ - v = 3 | -
A Paleatiniun man Inspects the damage to o bullding after leraell forces ralded the cccupled West Bank city of Jenln an Thursday. AF

At least 518 Palestinkans have
beenn kilbed in the territory by
I=rmeh troops or setters since the
Cinza wir broke out, according to
Palestinian officials.

The army said it had raided the
house of Almed Barakat, who
was suspected of invoelvement in
an attack on an Israel chvilian kasi

|'I. r .“ :l.-ll-.
f | Rl

Tt el N O

.. . . 3 ".|j|_': . o, 5

“1 was afrakd when the sraeli
army caime here” sald a voung boy

= e kicked a foothall.
Jourmalists =w  dozens  of
recently damaped buildings in the

carpan Thursday morming.

Somee structhures had been
destroved, while others were less
severely damaped,

GRIEF

Iranian
President
Raisi
laid to
restin
Mashhad

AFP Tabran

Iraman Presicbent Ebrahim Raisi
was lail to rest on Thursday,
concluding davs of funeral ntes
attended by throngs of mourners
after he died in a helicopter crash,
state meedia reported.

Hundreds of thousands
marched n his  hometown
Mashhad to bid farewell to Raisi
phead of his burial follraing

processions in the citkes of Tabriz,
Rom, Tehran, and Birjand.
The 6Fvear-old died on

Sunday alongside his  loreign
minister and six others after their
helicopter went down In the
country’s moumlainous north-
west while retuming froan a dam
mauguration on the border with
Arerbaijan.

Once the five days of public
FCMEETINE, annoaincesd an
Monday, have passed, the author-
ibes including acting  President
Mohammad Mokhber will focus
on organizing an election for a
new president set for June 28,

Men amnd women, clutching
white fowers, crowded the main
boulevard of Mashhad, Iran's
second city im the northeasy
where Raisi was bom.

some held aloft placards paving
irthute to Ralsl as the “man of
the battlefiedd™ as a lorge truck
carrying his boddy drove through
the sea of mourners.,

Posters of Raisi and black Nags
were erecled along the strects
of Mashhad, particularly around
Rai=i's final resting place.

Farlier thousands of people

The body of local surgeon Troops ook over a two-story  has occupled since 1967, has  vear. On the moof of one of the | holding images of Raisi and
Usaeed Jabareen recenvedaspecial  sports cenler,  where  foam expenenced a surge in violence Barakat's house was reduced to damaged  buildings, a teenage | waving Hags lined the streets of
commemoration from staff ol the  matiresses were sirewn around  for more than a year, especially mubhble in the operation. resiédent pointed ool where an | Bigand, capital of the eastern
eovernimnent hospital in the city. anid chairs arransed in circles. since  the lsrael-Hamas war After the troops left, children lsraeli spiper had been positioned | provinee of South Khorasan, for

Crowds  bHmed &  courtyvard The West Bank, which lsrael  erupted on Oct, 7, playved onnisicle, heours earlier, the procession of Raisis coffin.
AGGRESSION

Medic says Gaza hospital under Israeli siege for fifth day

AFP Gazra Strip

A scmior official at Al-Awda
Hospital in northern Gaza said
it was under Israeli military
slege Tor a ifth straight day on
Thursday alter soldiers stormeed
it the previous day,

"We are still under sicge For
the ffth dav in a row” said the

hospitals acting  director, Dr.
Mohamimes«d Saleh.

"Soldiers are present in the
hospitals courtyard and nearby
houses” he said, adding that
there was “continuous gunfire
and shelling”™ toward it,

Troops stormed the hospital
Budlching 18| Wednesday
evening, he sad,

“The hospital was stormed,
and =stall were forced 1o leave,
I currently have only 13 staff,
Il patients, and two women
aCCompanying worinded
children,” Saleh said.

World Health Organiza-
tion  chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebrevesus =abd on  social
media platform X that 140 stafl,

patients, and accompanying
adults were inside the hospital
when troops stormed it.

The WHO visited Al-Awda
regularly in April to deliver
medical supplies amd foel, but
on Tuesday Ghebrevesus said
snipers  were  fargeting  the
budlding and artillery had hit
the fifth floor.

On  Tuesday, patlents  and
stall were also evacuated from
another hospital In northern
Craza, Ramal Adwan, its director,
Dir. Hossam Abu Safia, said at the
e

“These are the only two
functional hospitals remaining
in northern Gaza. Ensuring
their ability to deliver health

services is imperative,” Ghebr-
eyesis said in Geneva,

Istachi troops have previs
cusly raided other medical
facilities in Gaza, including
Al-Shifa In Gaza City, the terri-
torys largest hospital, which
was reduced to mabble after
an  operation in March, the
WHO =aid.
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GROWING RISKRS

[.ebanon teacher Killed as children
narrowly escape deadly drone strike

Najia Houssar] Holur

Lehanese school children on
a bus had a narrow escape
when a drone sirike killed

a Hezhollah member in the
car ahemxd, blowing out the
windscreen of their vehicle
and wounding three pupils.

Mobiammed Nasser Farran, also
d physics teacher af a public schodd
in Nabatich, was Eilled in the
l=racli strike that targeted his car
early on Thuarsday.

Thiree stisdents were injured in
the attack, which left the car in
(s s,

The sifke wis the Lirst tarpeting
a schoal 1eacher since the begin-
ning of the confrontation between
Hezbollah and the [sraeli army.

Farran, 35, who is originally from
Mabateh and a residenit of KEfarsir,
was on s way o the Hassan
Ramel Al-Sabbah public high

school in Nabatich at V15 am. fo
supervise gquarterly exanes

An Isracli drone directly targeted
his Toyota car on the Nabatieh
road, killing him instamtly

Hezbollah mowmed Farman's
cheath and sabd that e was a
mmeEmber ol the proaip.

The bus was carmving middle
sehvool students as young as 14 (o
the Chovlkine Public Schood when
the drome struck.

Fus driver Alhmad Sbeity sakd
that the drone launched a rocket
ioward the car, and the subse-
gpieentl explosion shatiered the bus
windscreen.

Studenis screamed while the
drtver tried to calm the situation.

“Three of them were inured,
with bloasd runming frosn diffenen
parts of their bodies, while others
had panic  attacks and  were
sereaming  continaously, Divine
prowidence saved these students
from inevitable death,” Sheity said.

[he driver contacted the
ambulmee aml Lebanese Ked
Cross, which ook the Injured 1o
the: hospital, He also asked another
bus drver to retum the other
stidents to their homes.

"What happened = a brutal
criminal act. This encmy does not
differentiate between a stedent
and a civiltan, and between a

bL & illg &
ashargcom @ @ O Q @ &

'i_' s T-I'. rl‘
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The injured children were admitted to a hospital In Lebanon with cuts
from fiying glass after lsrael’s aeral attack on Thursday. Suppled

sehvoad and a ospatal”

Following the anack, 11-vear-old
Mobammed Al Masser, one of the
three mmured =tudents, was seen
gitting oa the sidewalk, his clothes
stained] with bood, Nasser was
taken o hospital, and later sawd
that he and his classmates heard
an explosion and saw the car burst
into flames,

&

What happened is a brutal
criminal act. This enemy
does ot differentiale
between a student and a
civilian, and between a
sChool and a hospital.

Students  immediately  placed
their backpacks on their heads in
Fear of anather rald, he sadd.

W il fhent be would retum
to schonl alter treatment and was
nil afraid of Israel.

I'wo other students, Al Heda
Moussa Ayyash, 13, amd Qassem
Mohammed Jaffal, 12, were also
mjured, while mwore than W others
were treated for panle and siress.

u.l:l.uulg

WASHINGTON REPORT

Abbas Shmeisani, principal of
Hassan Ramel Al-Sabbah Public
Hegch School mh Nabatsed, moirmed
the death of the physics teacher.

Farran was an “active educato
characternzed by ethics, pener-
osity, politemess, amnd dechication
sSuch is oar fate with this criminal
amd terrorist enemy” he said.

Miareen  Choweth, principal
of Choukine Public  School,
convdemned the largeting of school
studenis.

“Our siudents sleep o the
shaking of the walls from the
soumeds ol rakds, wake up 1o the
sound of gunfire, and go to their
srhaonls where education is resil-
g and victory” Chaousedh salel

Hezboliah  targeled Israels
military sites with rockets in
response (o the sirike, including
the recenily established headcpear-
fers of the ®st Division @i the
Avele] base, and the headgquarters
of the Sahel Battalion of the 769th
Brigade at the Beit Hillel hase.

Sirens sounded in the Upgse
Cralilee in the settlements of Ayvele
Hashachar, Hehanbva, Avivim,
Alma, and Yir'on.

AshargNews
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The prayer hall of Marna Tabassum's Balt Ur Rouf Mosgue in Dhaka, which she designed, baiilt, and fundralsed. Proto oy Aga Khan Trust Foe Culture

work builds resilience

ARCHITECTURAL MARVELS

Bangladeshi architect’s

to climate change

Marina Tabassum is among Time's most influential people of 2024

Shahab Surmoan Dk

With structures that
“hreathe” and are designed
In tune with Bangladesh's
history and environment,
Marina Tabassum's work
Focuses on the local
community and resilience

In the conmiry where every

vear millions of people lose

their homes and livelihoods
to climate change.

The award-winning  archi
tect came to the Intermational
spatlight after winning the 2006
Aga Ehan Award for Architec-
ture for the Bait Ur Rouf Mosgue
in Dhaka, which she designed,
built and fundraised.

she 15 also the recipient of the
2021 Soane Medal for Archifec-
ture and was featured on the 20524
Time Magazine 100 Mosi Infla-
ential People Hst for develoging
a “practice and a way of being
that prioritizes local cultures and
values, as well as the perils faced
by our shared planet.”

One of the drvers aof

NO ENTRY
Norway
says will
close border

lo Russia
lourisis

HIGHLIGHT

Her mosgue in Dhaka
recaived the 20168 |I|E.q. Khan
Award for Architecture,

Tabassum™ work 1= a sense of
responsibality,

"There is cnormous disparity
in our human condition in
Bangladesh and 1 feel like its

nod just my responsibilisy, (hat)

AFP Oglo

Norway said Thursday that it
will close its border o RKussian
boarrisds, shuiting thelr last direct
access (o Europe's border-free
Schengen area, as Mosoow yvowed
b respond to the "discriminatory™
MeasiTe,

As of May 20, most Russian
tourisis will not be ablke to
erer Norway, which shares a
19&-kilometer border with Russis
in its far north, the govermmenl

its for evervbody to take that,
their own share of the responsi
hility, and to do somethine about
it,” she told Arab News at her
practice in Dhaka,

The Bait Ur Roufl Mosque was
built on land donated by her
grandmeother and with a modest
budgel raised through commu-
nity contributions.

The building's porous brick
walls keep it ventilated and
cood while natural light enters il

gaid in a statement.

“The decision to tighten the
eniry rules are in line with
the Norwegian approach of
sltanding by allies and partners
in the reactions against Hussias
ilegal war of ageression against
Ukraine,” Minister of Justice and
Pubdic Security, Emilie Enger
Mehl, said in the staterment,

Norway, a member of NATO
bt ot of the EU, stopped isswing
mosl  ourgsl visas o Rissians
in sprnng 2022, aller Moscow

through a skyvlight.

For Tabassum, one of the most
important features in her work is
that 1t “has t0 he abde to breathe
wilhout artificial aids” especially
in her own subtropical country,

“That’s an absolutely crucially
important phenomenon that we
should integrate in our architec-
ture,” she said.

Another crucial element is
the locsl context, material, and
crallsmen

In 2020, Tabassum eostab-
lished the Foundation for Archi-
tecture Commmunity Equity to
provide homes and hunsane
living environment to Bangla-
desh's low-imocome, lamdless, or
climate-affected communities.

Under one of its initiative over
a0 such bamboo-frame howses
have already been built in the
south where seawater regulariy
clakms the land, and in the north,
where swelling rvers  cause
catastrophic flocding dunng the
MONS00T SEAS0H,

The cheap and light houses
are made from materials that are
whdely avallabbe in the regions,

mnvaded Ukraine,

But holders of long-term visas
that had been issued before or
thise who had visas from other
Schengen member
coubd still enter via the Storskog-
Boris Gleb border crossing, the
only one between the neighbors.

Fromm May 2 they will no
bonger be abde (o do so, the state-
meni sadl.

Exceptions will be madde for
work and study, and those visiting
close family residing in Norway,

COuRiries

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Fireworks

One Killed as
explosion rocks
Colombia factory

Al least one person was
killed ancd 33 were injured
i a powerful explosion at a
gunpowder and Areworks
factory on the outskiris
of the Colombian capital
Bogota, government officials
sald.

1t was unclear what set off
the explosion at the factory,
Bogata Mayor Carlos Galan
=ald on Wednesday,

Emcrgency medical
personnel and frefishters
awarmed the scene, while
images on social media
showed a huge column of
grevish smoke rising above
Lhe industrial town of Soacha
late in the alternoon. AFP

Defense

Five Killed in
Russian sirilkes
on hharkivy

Hussdnn sirikes on the exstorn
Ukraine cliy of Kharkiy killed

al least five peoqale, regional
authorities said Thursday, i the
latest aerial hbombardment on

thee wrar-Battered hub,

Pressdent Vododymyr £el-
ensky described the attacks as
“hrutal”™ and said Russia was
“taking sdvantage™ of Ulraine's
lack of air delense systems to
launch fatal attacks on towns
and cities at his country's
fronitber.

The surrounding reglon of
Kharkiv his become the latest
fAashpoeint of the war after Hus-
skan forces launched a surprise
pround edfensive in the border
lermitory this month, AFP
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Turbulence
Singapore Airlines

passengers
inICU

Twenty people who were
aboard a Singapore Air-
lirves flight that hit severe
turbilence and diverted to
Banghkok for an emergency
landing on Tuesday remain
in intensive care, a hospital
official said on Thursday.

“The number of patients in
[CL) remain the same” Adinun
Kittiratanapaibool, Director of
Bangrkok's Samitive] Srina-
karin Hospital todd reporters,
referring to the medical facil-
itv's infensive care wnit.

Of the 40 people on the
Might still under treatment,
24 patients have spinal cord
injurics and six have brain
and skull injuries, he said.
Reuters

Conflict

UN investigates
warcrimesin
Myanmar

LT war crimes investslors saxd
Thursday they were tracking the
escakating Aghting in conflict-
torn Myanmar's Rakhine State,
ard were probing reports thal
thousandds from a persecuted
minority had been displaced.

The Uniited Natons" Indepen-
cent Investigative Mechanism
for Myanmar sid in a statement
that it was closely following
events unfolding on the ground
in Kakhine amd “assessing if
crimes against humandty and war
crimes have been committed”

Clashes have rocked Hakhine
sinsce the Arakan Ary attacked
junia forces in November, end-
g a ceaschre that had largely
heeled sinee 8 military coup in
20621, AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Opinion

Saudi-Japan ties: From transactional to strategic

eoeTaphically, Sawdi Ara-
bia and Japan could not be
meuch farther apart, but the
past Few dlavs hiave showm
Juist how close e 1w
countries have become
politically, economibeallv and strategically.

It is true that the eleventh hour cancel-
lation of Crowmn Prince Mohammed bin
Salman’s presence in a delegation to Japan
this week — due to the health condition of
Ring Salman, who was admitted to hospital
[or checks st hoaars Defore the tRp was
dhue to begin — subdued what was meant to
be a grandiose presence on the Sauwdi side.
However, the indication from Riyacdh was
very clear: the show must go on,

There was stll o dedegation of heavy-
welzht ministers on the flight to Tokyo,
inchsdimg Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman
(the crown prince brother and the word's
maost influential energy mimestery; Prince
Baddr bin Farhan, the minister of cultune;
Minister of Communications and Informa-
tion Technology Abdullah Al-Swaha; and last
bt certaindy nod beast, Khalid Al-Falih, ths

veteran minster of investment, former head

29
Energy is only
one of the many

aspects in Saudi

Arabia and Japan's
multifaceted
journey io
transform thelr
relationship

FAIGAL 4

of Saudh Aramoeo and the very capable man
ertrusted with coordinating the Ringdom’s
gtrategic relationship with Japan.

Furt hermore, a video call was concducted
Frefwese gy e cown |;5-1||1|'|'.|.||||.I’.-'|||:||'||-.=-r'
Pnime Mimster Fumso Kishada to eneaire this
e e was well recelved in Toloyo: Rapkan
1% an impodrlant country, we anderstand vour
nesedds anmd we see eve (o cve on many points

Perhaps the strongest messaze from the
crown prince was restressing the Sadi
cosmmitiment to providing a stabde supply of
crtiche ol 1o Japan, siuch 1s Known for betng a
net imporier of energy, with aboul 45 percemn
of its odl coming from the Ringdom

However, the last few davs also signaled
rany other important indicajors, inchsding
that Sawdi Arabia intends to diversify His
enerey offerings to Japan to include cleaner
options Both coumnitries agree that this shioukd
b chomie b a peacibcal and scientific way,

But energy is only one of the many
aspects in Saudi Arabia and Japan's multi
faceted journey o transform their relation-

ghip from a fransactional one into a strategic

ane, as it surely shoubd be, With the two
coaniries prepanings bo cefebrate the TO4h

Naomi____

ABBAS | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

anniversary of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations in 2025 the crown prince
and prime minister agreed to establish a
strateglc Partnership Coundcil

Duaring: the cadl, Fuisbiil “expinessel lns
hopes for direct mvestment from Sawdt Arabia
into Japan in a wide rnge of felds, as well
s coaperation in Uhe helds ol constnscton,
power transmission, utthzation of hydrogen,
digital, ICT, space, health, medicine, food,
aEricidiure and other sectors, which will lead
to creating bisiness opportunities”

Mol many counties share whal Saich
Arabaa andl Japan have, In essence, whibe
the: Kingdom®s pubdic and declared policy is
regional stability, it is absolutely in Japan's
interest that this s the case, as s lifetlne of
encrgy supgdy depends on it So, the two
counires can closely collaborate on bringing
peace and prosperity o the region

Like us here in the Midcdle East, Japan
al=o has regional problems, and Saudi
Arabia, with its diplomatic and economic
clout, can play a role in bringing points
of view closer together. We both want (o
qee | reduciion in the npumber of nuc bear
weapons and weapons of mass destruction,

wiich is also in the global interest,

Eioth countries are close to the US and
geek 1o ensure the best of relations with
Washington i a mutually beneficial way.
Meanwhile, lapanese investors have hupe
potertial in Saudi Arabda, and vice versa,

The challenge s fo safeguard this vishon
against political turmedl and changing
povermiments in Japan, but this is exactly why
creating mult-stakeholder value is mmportant.
In essence, iness is secular and argushly
apditical, 50 4 hig chunk of responsibility les
with busiie=s leaders an both sicdes EFSUNnE
there 15 enougzh inlerdependence so Lhat the
shared vision, which is for the benefit of both
peoples, poes [oraand regarlbess,

The Japanese prime minester stated that he
was pheased he will be handing over the torch
of the World Expo from Usaka 20055 to Sandi
Arabita ahead of Expo 20080 in Rivadh, and
Ehid B see s 10 [urther encoarage (he growth
af espchanges, imcihuding in the Aelds of enter-
Lainment, tourtsm, acacdemia and sports.

Meanwhile, the torch of friendship that
wis lit by Saudi Arabia and Japan almoss 70
vears agn will burmn ever more brightly in

the viears Lo come

L
This lack of
accountability has

only emboldened

bad behavior, as
can be clearly seen
in the ongoing war

agalnst Gaza

ICC action brings an end to Israel’s exceptionalism

ntermational Criminal Cowrt
prosecutor Karim Khan on Mon-
day announced that he waould file
appdications for arrest warranis
againsl Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Minister
of Defense Yoay Gallant, as well as againsi
three Hamas leaders, for gross viclations of
international humanitarian law,

There was universal support for the
lonE-awalted announcement, with the
exceplion ol the unbineed reaction of
a hand{ul of American lhbwmakers, wiho
threatened to impose sanctions on the
court and its staff. A handiul of countries,
such as Hungary, also objected to the
ANMAINCEeTTent,

For decades, Israel's claim of excepiion-
alism has been used to exempd it from
rules of war and laws governing the use
ol arms exports, Butl this false claim of

exceplionalism has had a destabilizing
effect, leading Israeli leaders to act
outside the law and commit increasingly
cruel atrocities agains the Palestinkans
without fucing consequences, This lack
of accountability has only emboldened
bad behavior, as can be clearly seen in
the ongoing war against Gaza,

When the International Court of
Justice in January ruled that it was
“plausible”™ that [srael had engaged in
a5 o |.-:t':||||-:'|r||' LE i, ol |1:||_|-Ii|'||5|:|.'
rejected Israels claims of exceplionalism
The ICC prosecutor has now cifectively
put the final nail in that coffin, asserting
that [srael should be judged by the same
yvardstick as all states,

Thee protestations by [smaeli leaders,
including accusing the ICC of antiscmi-
tism, are meant to thwart the expected
adkclitronal steps required [or the cogwrd

¥ i " i : 2 T
1 HI=Fl"I .I:_ i

=W ArRhinawe comSepinian

ABDEL AZIZ ALUWAISHEG

to issue the arrest warrants, work
to execute them and then start the
prosecutions,

The warranis will have both legal
and political repercussions. While 11 1s
unlikely that Netanvaho or Gallant would
voluntarily surrender to the court, the
warrants, once issned, would make it
difficult for them to travel to any of the
L20-plus countries that are signatories to
the Rome Statute, the [CCs charter, They
coald also weaken them domestically,
as Lhear rivials could arguee that the Fact
they are being pursucd by intermational
law enforcement would make them less
effective advocates for lsrael.

similarly, for the three Hamas beaders,
Lhedr lawvers may be able 1o |||:';|1n-|_1:|4||'
them to surrender to the 1OC once the
witrrants are isswed and face thelr day In

courl. That action would demonstrale

courage and pul the Isracli leaders ina
bad light if they continuwed their defiance
of the court orders. Defendants, whethes
Harmas or Tsraell leaders, would have
amiple opporfunity 0 defend themselyvies
in The Hague and they would be absolved
LF e e e nce was ol siranye endigsh,

In addition to the cases annowndeed
this week, there has been a wider 1CC
investigation into possible violations in
the Occupded Territaries. If that wider
LVeEsTgEAatiagn restlis in the IssungE ol
new arrest warrants, it woulld further
reinforce accountability and buary forever
any claims of Isracli exceptionalism.

Applving the rules of international law
LIgN iI.” FEATIHOEES 10 Ol P FLHGE (R i IIJI". T &l
stabilizing effect by reining in mpilses
foy act outslide of the law, as 1srael has
cleardy done in s 75-year war against the
Falestinians,
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Syrians right to return should be an international priority

here is nothing in the in-
termational news today thai
woulld let people Enow that,
after well over a decade af
conflict, Syria continues to
b the world's largest refu-
gee crisis. In compdete silence, the Syrian
people are suffering between a rock and a
hard place — either living in a precariouns
sifuation as relfugees or rdsking their lives
going back to their home country.
We all forget that, since 2001, according
tor thee UN Refuggee Agency, more than 14
muallion Syrmians have been displaced. More

imflation and last year's carthgualkes i south-
castern Turkiyve and northvern Syria. Within
Swyria, the cost of the food bashket doubled
hetween January and October 2023 and had
quadrupled in twe vears, leaving 12.9 million
peopc food insecune,

For Syrian refugees in neighboring
coumtries, conditions have deteriormted.
Lebanon hosts the largest number of
refigees per capita and per square kilometer
in the workd, with the povernment estimating
L5 milllion Syrian refugees and about 1,000
ol other nationalities. Aboul 90 percent
of Syman refugees in Lebanon depend on

than 7.2 million people are humanitarian awd
intermally displaced, with o I Jordan, more thiam 90
T-'-I'I-r.-mw-:rr n?:lhﬂ paogaika- _. percent of Syrian house-
'li_url I'I'I:'I:'IﬂlilullLllﬂillf!.il_-Hl'tﬂh After suffering haols HJ'-I.‘.:iI-'I.I:Ei.'HjLIHt ..
?;d;:r;- Tn:rnl_lmn;:ﬁf at the hands of mt'l:t_!:-t:llsgu:::]nm-l:lﬁ. '|:|"|'tll-l.'l.l'l
8.5 mﬂhmﬁ-}m refupees the SJ'TI'-“ and to cover monthly expenses.
reside In neighboring Iranian regimes,  The ks of livellhoods
e s ek ety
. . i ' i
Eevid. Germany h;T-..::JhF condemned toa :In'-lr:ﬁﬁ ﬂwmri:nlwmn';.
largest number of Syrian life of misery like clean water, electrcity,
refugrees outside the region, food and medicine, This
with more than 850,000, eronomc hardship has increased thedr

Turkiye hosts the largest mumber, with 3.3
muillion Symian refugees. About 52 percent of
thesae refugeees live in mural and wrban areas,
with only about 5 percent in refuges camps,
However, living outside camps does not
eqpnte 1o stability, as more than 70 peroent
of Syrian refugees in Turkiyve bve in poverty.
fxcing mited access (o basic services, cduca-
tion and job opportunitics and having little
prospect of retuming home.

Sarians face signilicant challenges, which
are worsened by the war in Ukraine, global

villnerability to risks such as child labor and
ather forms of exploitation.

As mentioned, Lebanon §s carmying more
than its weight and no amount of inter-
national abd will selve the problem. The
issue of Syrian refugees, who make up 30
percent of Lhe country's population, 15 only
kecping the wound open and increasing
instability. After suffering at the hands of the
Syrian and [randan regimes, Syrians are mow

condemned to a life of misery,
There is todal inlermational stbenoe abxout

KHALED ABOWU ZAHR
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Eurstaiecs o echior
of al-Watsn &-&rabd

the fact that the Syrian regime dropped
nearly 2000 barrel bombs in the first nine
vears of war, killing maore than 11000 civil-
ians, including 1,521 children. Wy has UN
Security Council Resodution 21359 not been
implemented This would have held the
perpetrators of indiscriminate bombardment,
chestruction and forced displacement accout-
able, Why are only a few officisls bedng tried
for thedr erimes in international cours?
Worse, Syrians have suffered the atmocitics
o towrture and killings while the interna-
tional community has stood silent or even
honored their torturers for dealmalking

purposcs. Necdbess to say,

for which the Syrian people pay the price,
wiide Daesh and the regime have bearnied to
live througeh these crises and even thrive.
The peaple of Syria have a right to their
land. They have been stripped of this right
by their own mulers and the world is silend.
The world is silent because its interesis
align with those of Damascus and Tehran.
Al Instesd] of using this to leverage a
solution for the Syrian people, the interma-
tional community diverts the problem. It
k% urgenit to pat forward the right of return
for the Syrian people, We are now in the
IHh vear of displacement; this should not
b acoeptable, as most

this violenoe was targeted ,i*’.. areas are now conflict-free.
toward a single and specific Children bom in 2012 are
community, This hastrans-  'The people of Syria  now luming 12 years ol
formed the demoeraphic have a right to their and they have only known
constitution of the country. . refugee camps. They know
Yet, international pundits land. They have e ofiheir country
are sibent or even justify the been '.ln-lrl[lpfﬂ ol excepdt the stortes thelr
horrors that this commu- this l']:ﬂ']ﬂ h!rth_elr parents tell them.
mity has experienced. 1 and The demand should be
Why such a difference in fowr thern 1o go back without
treatment® the worldissilent 00 ihe sk of retalia-
This i= why, oday, the tiom or violence from the

real goal should ot be to mstiutionalize
sSyrians' refuzee status but to create a real
possbility for them o refurn to their coaniry
without the risk of viodence and further
sitffering. The intemational community
sivoukd be workings on this objective amd
not just managing despair, humiliation and
stiffering with the distribartion of aid, while
leaving unstable countries ke Lebanon (o
o the heavy lifting. Moreover, allowing the
refugees back home In safety and security
is what will bring a real end to the never-

- encing resurgence of Daesh — a resurgence

regimee under any circumstances. As Bashar
Assad attempts to make his comeback on the
intermational scene with all sorts of media
gimmicks, this comeback should only be
accepted only after the Syman people ane
allowed back to their hometowns. Like all
the people in the Levant, they are resilient
amd wAill fned ways to rebaild and thrive, Yet,
this can only happen if the threat of viodence
from any party disappears.

Can this happen through a great reconctli-
ation? This Is something only the Syrians
who have sulfered can answer,

t is impossible $o avoid the fact

that, in recent vears, the number of

migranis on the move has been on

Lhe= imcrease,

A combination of war, cavil unrest

and ahject poverty have pushed
many thousands to take enormous risks in
the hope of finding a better lite in another

Immigration crisis: What crisis?

and instead the “unrealistic ways™ that poditi-
cians handle the issue is the problem,

Inddeed, the UK has long politicized
Lhe issue of migration — its labloid press
regularly writes of "illegal mmigrants,” an
oxymoron of the very worst kind,

Britain and its Europsean neighbors are not
overwhelmed by forelgn natlonals, there are

country. no statistics to back up the
The problem is that, ii claim that they are,
rather than being For most of us, life is
weloomed with open arms, Britain and its aboal working for a living.
most of these people are We keep a moof over
instead faced with hostiliy.  PUrOpeanneighbors o iy
from their hosts. are nol overwhelmed 5000 and put food on
According to Ammesty by foreign nationals,  ithelr plates so they can
International, there are there are no eal every day — the basic
more than 110 million _ needs of most people
prople forcibly displaced statistics to back around the world,
waorldwide, abong with up that claim We all have ambitions to
mare than 35 million a varving degree, whether

refugees — that = from a world population
of just over 5.1 billion, And yet, Amnesty
International savs “many peoaple feel
overwhelmed by the numbers and see
people moving across borders as a global
CI.'i.E.E."

But the suggestion that such small numbers
are the probdem is nonsense, says Amnesty,

srm
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that is to start a business or to simply make
gure that we provide a homee for our loved
anes af live out a life's dream — these are
all vakid reasons to be driven and i is wihat
makes us who we are,

This is best sumameed up in psychologist
Abraham Maslows hierarchy of needs, in
wiiich he placed our very identity at the
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top, followed by our sense of achicvement,
then relationships and our ability to feel
safe. Finally, he says, we need food, water,
warmth and rest — our phystological necds.
Take these basses away andd we start to suffer
the consequenoes — a vulnerahility to the very
oore. Yel that is precisely what people who
have fed thedr omes feel every single day,

doorstep of Europe as Russia invaded Ukraine,
Western Europse opened its doors. British
households were offered financial incentives
to hotse those Heeing the Front line,

The problem is that few counines are
preparcd to take the humane route. With
elections coming up, no political party
wanis 1o be seen to be Increasing the intake

In recent years, thene of refugees, =0 instead they
has been an ever- T hope to pass the barden
increasing amount of .i omy to any country that will
people iﬂwhﬂrﬂf' tor risk Their dignity is tag; mﬂ- R
everything by ficeing , while the sons
their home countries. Hl"]llpt‘d.. their daughters of the migrants
When they arrive in a identity as individual o4 ran these Western
new couniry, they are human beings countries enjoy the safety
stilfected to intermoga- I"E'[ﬂiﬂﬂl!'ﬂ with case of the likes of the UR
tions o establish their " ih — Prime Manister Rishi
mative. Some are send L — nere sunak springs to mimnd -
hack to their home is no compassion the refugees they treat as

countries, where many

Face an uncertain future, incheding the risk
of torture and execution.

These peapde lose their very basic rights to
freedom, salety and security. Thetr dignity is
sirippeed, their identity as individual human
beings replaced with case numbers — there
1% N0 COMpassion.

Ancl ved, when war appeared on the
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s in their electoral
manifestos will continue to suffer and these
peopde skills as doctors, teachers, farmers
and budlders will sloavly go to waste, despite
the serious skills shortages across the
Western world.

And it seems that humanity will continue
to fall by the wayside while politicians try to
claw hack voies.
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KSA's proptech investments
surge 35% to $9m in 2023

Saudi Arabia outpaces other markets with six deals, says report

Property technology
venture capital

investments In Sandi
Arabia saw an annual

increase of 35 percent
in 2023 to reach 59

million, according to
MAGNITTS latest report.

The wenture data  platform
emphasized that the Ringdom
outpaced Africa, the Middle East,
Pakistan, Turkive, and Southeast
Asia regions with =X proplech
dlcals Last vear.

In funding amount, Sawdi
Arabia ranked fifth across all
markets, with Indonesia leading
with 554 million, followed by
the TIAE with 535 million, and
South Africa and Singapore
with %13 million and $11 million,
respectively.

In terms of deal count, the UAE
Followed the Kingdom with five
deals, while Indonesla, South
Alrica, and Turkive each had
three,

Total  fumding  scross  all
markets n 2023 amountled o
S157 million, marking an &l
percent decrease compared to
the previouns year.

Deal count also experenced
a significant annual decline,
reaching 34 transachions,
reflecting a 40 percent fall
compared to 2002,

MAGNITT Emerging
Venture Markeits Heal Estate
report focused on analyzing
the property marketplace,
co-Working, (enancy managge-
ment, and facility management
subsectors.

The property marketplace
wis the leading sub-industry,
altracting  SI120  million in

Esssm -

:_'_"_r.,.:.,__l-......-.-r-_..

= g -

Property management was the
st funded subsactor on tha
continent, receiving $18 millon In
2023, refllecting n 6 percent anmual
growth. Fle=
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fundhing, though this repre-
sented an B3 percent  decline
compared to the previous vear,
Africa was the best-performing
region, with a 10 percent annual
increase in funding, reaching $22
milllon. Property management
was the most funded subsector

on the continent, receiving 18
million in 2023, reflecting a &
pereent annual growth.

In terms of deal count, Afrca
experienced a 53 percent drop,
totaling seven transsctions for
the year.

In ihe MEPT region, 559

million in funding was deploved
in 2023, marking a 78 percent
VEQr-on-year decrease,

This was spread across 19 deals,
with the property marketplace
being the most funded subsector
at 338 million and the most trans-
acted with 11 investments.
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China will deepen reforms to
tackle institutional obstacles
o esconomic modermizatbon.

Xl dinping

R e s (i

Oil creeps
back up
afier three
days of
losses

Aranb Naws Ry

D1l prices crept up on Thursday,
clawing back some of the
previoas three davs' losses.

The gains were meade despite the
US Federal Beserve entertaining a
further tightening of interest raies
if imflation rensains sticky, 3 move
theat coanled hurt ofl dermind,

Brent  crude  futures  were
up 92 cents, or L1 peroent, at
SHE.H2 a barrel by 1317 GMT. US
West Texas Intermediate crude
futures were B7 cents, or 1.3
percent, higher at 378.54. Both
benchmarks fell more than |
percent on Wednesday for their
third stranght day of losses.

Saudi crude exports
Saucki Arablss crude exporis
reached 641 million barrels per
day in March, according to an
analysis from the Joint Organiza-
tions Lata Initiative.

This figure increased by
66,000 bpd, or 1.52 percent,
compared (o the previoos
month, marking a nine-month
high. Furthermore, the data
inddicated that the Ringdom's
crude production fell 1o 8.97
million bpd, reflecting a monthly
decrease of 042 percent,

This can be linked to the
viduntary oil production culs
adopled by members of the
Oreganization of the Petrodeum
Exporting Countries and their
allies, known as OPEC+, Sauddl
Arabia announced in March the
extension of its 1 million bpd cut,
iltlally  implemented in July
2023, until the end of the second
guarter of 2024,

The Ministry of Encrgy said
that the Kingdom's production
will be approximately 9 million
bl until the end of June.

Arnb Mews R adr

The chiel of Saudi Arabia’s artifi-
cial intelligence authority took
part in a top-level summit on Al
held in South Korea from May
21-24.

Co-hosted by South Rorea and
the UK, the summit focused on
international coaperation in data
and Al as well as preparations
For the: third edition of the Global
Al Summit, hosted in Kivadh by
the Saudi Data and Al Authority
in September.

The authoritvs president,
Abdulkah bin Sharal Al-Ghamadi,
in a roundiable discussion at
the Secul summil, said that AT
technologies will “experience

sipmificant developments” that
will result in more efficient
and scalable models capable of
handling a wider range of tasks.

He highlighted the signifi-
cance of open-source Al, which
fuels innovation and reshapes
the technodogical landscape. A
eoal of the summit was to explore
the transformative potential of
apen-source Al and open-aceess
databases, he added

"Open-source Al has  the
capability to add fexible
character to technolosy, making
advanced tools and algoritbhms
accessible o a broad spectrum
of creators, such as large compa-
nbes aned individieal developers”
Al-Ghamdi said,

SEQOUL SUMMIT

SDAIA chief calls for eftective laws to mitigate Al risks

This
techinodogicil

inclisivity  accelerates
alvancement
through  collaboration  and
ensures a level of ransparency
in the digital age, Al-Ghamdi

- SDALA Prasident
Abdullah Brln
Shoraf A1-

Ghaurnedi winlts
technology firm
in Seoul, 5P

adched, calling Tor robust gover-
nance [rameworks, international
cooperation  and  continuous
public awarencss cofforts Lo
mitigate risks.

Governments require sirat-
egies that balance the need
for open-source  databases
fta fuel Al innovations: while
protecting  individual privacy
afd ensuring data security, a
bBalance that can be achieved
through strict data protection
laws and technical solutions,
the SDALA chief said.

As  data  flows  transcend
national borders, coordinating
international standards for data
aceess and  privacy  becomes
critical, he added.

“This requires the presence
of  globally  standardized
data protection laws, where
local regulations must adapt
to address specific cultural

arcl Coonomic contexts.
This coordination factlitates
smoother data  exchange,
enhances security and prnvacy,
and helps address  global
challenges collectively.”

By adopting open-source Al
and open databases, "we can
bring technology to a larger
number of people, promote
transparency, and foster a
mare  inclusive  technological
land=scape,” Al-Ghamdi sand.

"However, this future also
requires effective governance,
siromg  regulatory  frameworks,
and  proactive  international
collaboration to overcome risks
and harness the full potential of
Al responsibly”™
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sSandl Arabias non-oll
exXports saw an annual
rise of 3.3 percent In the
first quarter of 2024,
Maeled by an increase In
the value of re-exports,
according to officlal data.

According to  the General
Authority for Statistics, while
non-cil  exports  experienced
a slight dip of 52 percent, the
value of re-exporied poods
surged by 305 percent dunng
the same period.

This tremd underscores
Sandi Arabia®  borgeoning
rode s a logistical hub — a key
goal of the Ringdom's Vision
20060 ceonomic diversification
strategy.

Leveragping [k strategic
gragraphic location at the cross-
roads of Europe, Asia, and Africa,
the Kingdom has invested
heavily i bts ransport and logis-
tics mirastrwciore,

Major projects such as the
expansicn of pivodal ports and
the establishment of logistics
#ones like the King Salman
Enerey Park are designed Lo
sireamline the movement of
gosicls and enhance supply chain
efficiency,

Morcover, Saudi Arabia has
hosted numerous international
forums and conferences, such
as the Supply Chain amnd Logis-
hics Conference, 1o attract global
imvestors amd foster dialogoe on
advancements in the sector,

O another note, a 4.9 percent
uptlck in merchandise exporis
in March of this year underlined
the resilience of the Kingdom's
exart ATT] REY
ecomnamic Hucluations,

China emerged as a pivodal
diestination for Saudi exports,
absorbing 14.9 percent of the
tatal in the flrst gquarter of 2024,
and 164 percent of the total
shipment during March alone,

The nation also ranked first for
the Ringdom™ imports in March,
constituting 21.2 percent of the
total imports, followed by the
LIS with 8.7 percent and the UAE
with 6.8 percent.

Despite a decline, chemical
products remained  a  signifi-
cant portion of non-oil exports,
constituting 251 percent of this
secior In the first three months
of 20024, and 28.1 percent of tolal
shipments in March alone.

This underscores the
Ringdom's focus on leveraging
it= petrochemical industry, a key
pillar of Viston 20340,

In a separate bulletin, GASTAT
highlighted that non-oll exports
and re-exports In March rose
by 2.9 percent oompared to
February, and shpped by OB
percent compared to  March
2023,

While national non-oil exports,
excluding re-exports, saw  an
annual decrease of 6.3 percent in
March, the valie of re-exported
goods increased by 76 percent

SeCior elokal

GASTAT

Saudi Arabia’s non-oil exports
Increase 3.3% in first quarter

Value of merchandise exports in March increased by 4.9 percent compared to February

SAUDI ARABIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE (Q1, 2024)

Key exported goods (-1 Keyimported goods (<4}

Ml st SR222 Oun ey T e, S45.86n

homcn & aadinckmires  SH17Bbn mﬂ G262

Plasticd: i BRI G e e i sA18, G

i ey, EAfSun ey SR8, Bon

e et oy, SRELTn  Minerlprocucts SRS Zon
d o3 SHAE %M

SAUDI ARABIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE (1, 2024)

Tretad ngzrin Total imports
sr 291 Ton sR20Mbn

Mo -od uaports bry masn of tranepce

Irrgertss by rrviniry off Brarsport

Ll
-

sR492 Bun
0
Bra Larcd
62 45, 19.8=4
58 .5 13=s

SR 20 Gix

e
il
17.8%

28 .55

LA WS

SAUDI ARABIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE (Q1, 2024)

Key export partrers @

SR43.2bn

;.-i-:- sproarth Mcew SHZ8.5bn
ﬁ (308 T SRZIT . Bbn
_ Jnpoa SR2T4bn
cl LLLE SR2Z0 8bn
o T i

Key import partners
e -
gm
cm
i.ﬂ

S o

e

SR41.9bn

SRG.2bn

SR13.6bn
SH13.Thn

SHE. 2k

LHAE XS

during the same period.

During the first quarier of
2024, the proportion of ol
exports out of the total wvalue
declined from 78.2 percent 1o
76,1 percent. Imporls, on Uae
other hand, mcreased by 6.4
pereent.

In the first quarter, compared
i the same period in 20023, both
merchandise exports and non-oil
exports, including  re-exports,
decreased by L4 percent and 0.2
pereenl respechively.

Meanwhile, imports =aw a
(1.3 percent decline, resulting
in a 38 percent decrease in
the merchamdize trade halance

sUFPHL,

In March, merchandise exports
declined by 5.9 percent, largely
driven by a 7.3 percent decrease
in ofl exports, leading to a drop
in the proportion of oil cxports
from TH.1 percent to 768 percent
compared to March 200273

Conversely, imports increased
by 1 percent, wihile the surpdus of
the merchandise trade balance
decreased by 2 percent
compared to March 20025

This period also  withessed
a slight decrease in the matio
of mon-oal exports, including
re-cxports, to imporis, which fell
to 347 percent from 35.8 percent
in the previouws year, attributed to
a significant increase in imports
by 6.4 percent, comypared toa 3.3
pereent rise in non-oll exports,

In the first three months of

Mon-oll exports and re-expaorts

Iin March rose by 2.8 percant
compared to February, mnd slipped
by 0.8 parcent compared to March
4023, Fl=

FASTFACTS

® This trend underscores
Saudi Arabia's burgeaning
role as a logistical hub — &
key goal of the Kingdom's
Viglon 2030 sconomic
diversification strategy.

® Leveraging its strategioc
geographic locatlon at
the crossroads of Europea,
Asia and Africa, the
Kingdom has invested
heavily in its transport and
logistics infrastructure,

® Expansion of pivotal ports
and the establishment

of logistics zones like

the King Salman Energy
Park are designed to
streamline the movement
of goods and enhance
supply chain efficiency.

this year, China was the leading
source of the Ringdom's imporis
at 2000 percent, followed by the
1S at 8,1 percent and the TTAE at
B8 percenl. Imports rom these
and other top sources acoounied
for 634 percent of the total.

Ring Abdilaziz Sea  Porl

in Dammam was the major
eniry point for goods info the
Ringdom, accountling for 274
pereenl of tolal bmports,

Other key poris  included

Jeddah Islamic Port with 188
pereeni, King RKhalid Interma-
tional Afrport in Rivadh with 14.2
percent, King Abdulaziz Interna-
tiomal Afrport in Jeddah with 8,
pereent, and King Fahad Inter-

national Airport in Dammam
with 6.1 percent.

Topether, these fve pons
handled 746 percent of the
Kingdom's total merchandise
Impsorts.

Accarding [ch GASTAT,

primary imporied goods incliude
machinery, electneal equip-
ment, and parts, constibuting
241 perceni of total imports,
rising by 214 percent  from
March 2023,

KRing Abdulaziz Sea Port in
Dammam played a vital role
ax one ol the primary porls lor
preds  enlering e Ringdom,
comprising 28.49 percent of total

Impsorts.

Oither gkgnificant ENtry
pobate ncluded Jeddah Islamic
Port, Kmg RKhalidd Intermna-

tional Airport in Rivadh, King
Abdulaziz International Airport.,
and King Fahad International
Adrport in Damman.

Together, these five pons
secoumied for 76.3 percent of
the REingdom's total merchandise
imports i March,



Rauters Waahingtan

Lebanon's economic
relorms are insufficient to
help i the country out
of its economic crisis, the
International Monetary
Fund said on Thursday.

Ernesto Hamirez Rigo, the head
of the IMF misston wvisiting
Lebanon, said in a statement that
Lebanons ongoing refugee crisis,
fighting with Israel at its soutlern
border and the spillover from the
wilr in Gaza are exacerbating an
already dire ecomnomic situation.

Israeli forces and Lebanons
Hezbollah have traded fire across
Lebanon’s southern border since
the war in Gaza broke out in
October last vear.

The Tarael-Gaza conflict “has
internally desplaced a  signifi-
cint number of people  and
caused damage to  infrasiruoc-
ture, agriculture, and trade in
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Vartous fiscal and monetary reforms carfied aut by the Labanede authorties have halped raduce Inflathonary pressune. Sootaiefocs

FINANCIAL CRISIS

[.ebanon’s reforms not
enough for recovery: IMF

Current geopolitical situation exacerbating economic situation

sousthern  Lebanon,  Together
with a decline in tourism, the
high risks associated with the
conllict create <ignificant uncer-
tainty to the economic outlook,”
Rigoe =aid.

Fiscal and monetary reforms
carrted out by Lebanon's Finance
Minkstry and the ceniral bank,
inchiding steps to unifly multiple
exchange rates for the Lebanese
pound and contain a owTency
siump, have helped reduce infla-
Hionary pressure, accornding to
Higo

However, he said more needs to
be done Il Lebanon s to alleviate
its financial crisis,

"These policy measures fall
short of what s needed to enable
a recovery from the crisis. Bank
deposits  remaln  frozen,  and
the banking sector s unable 1o
provicle cresdit (o the ccomomy,
g5 the povernment and
parliament  have  been
unabde to hnd a sodotion

COLLABORATION

Rivadh, Ammman
to enhance
cooperalion
inmining,
pharmasectors

Arab Mews  ad

Mining amd  pharmaceutical
cooperation between Rivadh and
Amman i= poised to advance after
a top official's visit to Jordan.
Saudi Minister of Industry
and Mineral Resources Randar
Alkhorayel met with the
chairman of the Arab Mining
Ci, Mohammedl A b
Al-Shehhi, during his trip, which

eommenced on May 21,

A statement issucd by the
Ministry of Industry and Mineral
Hesources  highlishted  that
Sandi Arabis’ exporis to Jordan
i 2023 reached SRTA  billioon
poa Dalhomb, while s 1mports
from Jordan amounted to SRT.S
hillion.

It noted that the Kingdoms
exports to Jordan included food
products, petrochemicals  and
polvmeers a3 well as constriction
materials,

Meanwhile, its imporis [rom
Jordan mchaded commodities
and medical drgs.

Saudi Arabia has previously
imtrosluced several mvestmeni
opportinities in vaccines amd
biologics totaling $3.4 ballion.

Alkhoravel amd  Al-Shehhi
also discussed ways to enhance

More nevds (o be done il
Lebanon is to alleviate
its financhal crisis.
Ernesto Ramirez Rigo

Hand of IMF mason b Labanan

i the hanking crisis,”™ e added,

"Addressing the banks” losses
while protecting depositons o
the maximum extent possible
ancd Hmiting recourse o scarce
pubdic resources in a credible and
financially viabie manner is indis-
pensabile to lay the foundation for
POOTICIRIC Tecovery)”

Since  Lebanom®  economy
began o unravel in 20019, s
currcncy has lost around 95
percent of its value, banks have
locked most deposiiors out of
thedr savings and more than 8D
percent of the population has
siink below the poverty Hine.

The crisis  erupted  alter
decades of profligate spending
and cormaption among the mling
clite, some of whom led banks
that lent heavily to the state.

The povermment  estimales
fosses o the hnancial system
total more than 570 billion, the
majority of which were accrued
at the central bank.

FASTFACTS

& Saudi Arabia’s exports to
Jordan in 2023 reached SRT.6
billion {$2 billion).

® The Kingdom's imports
from Jordan amounted to
SRT.5 billlon.

cooperation in  the mining
sector in the presence of Khalid
bin Saleli Al-Mudaifer, the vice
minister of mining alTairs, They
als=o explored opportunities Lo
leverage the mining resources
available in Saudi Arabia and
Jordan, according to the Sawdi
Press Agency,

In a post on his X account, the
minister said that he ddiseymssed
with several officials in Jordanian

mining companies the prospects
for joint cooperation to develop
the mining sector in the region
and to benefit from the large
mineral resources in both
cotntries, especially ina number
o strategec and rare minerals,

Alkhorayel also met with
the chairman of the Jorda-
nian Association of Pharma-

ceutical Manufacturers, Tareq
Darwazeh.

The two explored avenues o
enhance cooperation in pharma-
ceutical  manufacturing and
marketing., aiming to leverage
the advanced expertise and
capahilities of both countries.

Moreover, Alkhoravel visited
several Jordanian  pharmaceu-
fical factornes and companes.
where he held meetings with
their senior officials.

wage indicator
picks up

Negotiated pay growth in the
eurozone phcled up slightly
in the first quarter of 2024,
European Central Bank
figures showed on Thursday,
bolstering the case for caution
in cutting interest rates from
record highs,

Negotiated wages in the EU
rose by 4689 percent in the firss
guarter alter a &5 percent
rise in the previous quarter, as
urions continued to demand
compensation for real incomes
lost to vears of rapid inflation.

The ECH has kong pinned
rate cut hopes on this wage
figure bt has commitied
o policy easing on June .
Reuters

likely to stagnate
inZ2021

Germany's long-awaited
|'|.'-|'Jr'|l:i-JI'|.||:: MECONWETY B& rce -
terfalizing and the eurozones
largest economy will only
stagnate this vear, the German
chambsers of commeroe ancd
mmdustry s on Thuarsday.

Nevertheless, the forecast
was more opiimistic than at
the start of the vear, when the
DIHEK expected a 0.5 percent
contraction. The DIHRK expects
private consumjption Lo sup-
port the ecomomy this year,
erowing b 1 percent, as infla-
tiomn eases o 2.3 percent from
3.5 percent in 2025

The DIHK sentiment index
currently shows a bedovw-aver-
age value of 972, Reuters
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Reframing Rich

ETEVE COUGHRAN

"Reframing Rich® s a
compelling and insightful
book that will empower you
b change the way
you think about
moneay, yourseif,
and others so you
can reach yvour full

potential, says a
review published

Bullion

Gold Falls to
onc-week low

on Fed minutes

Lold prices declined to a
one-week low on Thursday,
extending their fall a third
conseculive session on profil
taking after minutes from
Federal Heserve's Latest meet-
ing indicated that interest
rates wouild stav higher lor
longer.

Spol gold Fell 0.7 percent to
5236176 per ounce as of 05340
GMT, after hitting its bowest
since May 15 at $2,354.78
earlier in the session.

Bullion hit 3 record high of
£2.449.89 on Monday but has
Fallen 3.6 percent sinee Lthen,
It still holds above its 21-day
moving average of 32345 6.
Reuters

on goodreads.com. With a
refreshingly positive and
compassionate tone, It will
anable you to discover
more fulfilling mindsets
whan it comes to
wealth and success
that aIiEn with youwr
personal poals and
relationships.

Survey

Growth across
UL business
dips in May

Growth across British business-
e has cocded moticeakly this
maaith andd by more than any
eoonomi=l podled by Reuters
had predicted, a survey showed
on Thursday.,.

The &P Global UK Compos-
e Purchasing Managers” Index
for the services and manufac-
turing sectors fell to 52.8 in May
from 54.1 in April, undercutting
the median poll forecast fora
much more modest dip to 54.
Headings above 50 denote an
expansion in activity,

The dominant services
secior reported the wealkest
growih in six months, more
thun oubweighing a recovery in
fartories. Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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ANALYSIS

Cricket’s rising demands are
impacting physical and mental health

Against a background of outstanding achievements are cries for help
by professional cricketers who want to reduce their workload

Jun F'lu Lanckon

Fred Trueman of Yorkishire
and England was long

regarded as his nation’s
greatest fast bowler. In

his prime, he bowled

a thousand overs lor
Yorkshire during a summer.

This was an era when the only
cricket matches on view, apart
from Tests, were three-day
coumnty championships between I
ooaEties In 156, Troeman was the
first bowler to claim 300 wickets
in Test matches. When asked if he
thoughit his achievement would be
Beateny, his responss — typdcal of
the: man — was: “Aye, bul whoever
hoess it will be very Bired”

ainee then, 36 bowlers have
beaten Truemans reoond, Sl
Lanka's Muttiah Muralitharan
cladtmed BOO, followed by Austra-
lia's Shane Warne with 708, and
then there i England's lames
Andderson, who has T00 and is due
o play his [2st Test thas vear,

40,000 deliveries

Anderson’s longevity and fitness
15 truky rerarkablde. He has sent
v almost 40,000 deliveries
in Test matches alone, the fourth
highest among those taking more
than three hundred wickets. He
is et ackmibiting to any tredness
arw] i regerdhexh by some as having
clamm to be England’s finest quick
bovwder, rather than Troeman. Both
their achievements, in different
eras, are extraordinary, Trocman's
feat was accompanied by a bowling
average of 20.57, only bettered by
Madcorm Marshall 20094 and Curily
Ambrose (20.96) Anderson’s i 2652,

I i= agamst the background of
these achievements that curment
crees for help by professional
eTeceters to reduce thedr workdoosd
should be gaugesd. Another of
Yorkshire finest plavers is Joe
Rewal Wi, in FED Tests for England
a0 far, has scored 11626 mins This
paxts him [0th on the all-time hist of
top Test run scorers. His workload

”

has bewrn indense for vears, even
e so wien he captalned
England in &4 Tests, yet e rarely
complains. Last weelk, however, he
calbed for a magor rethink of Englizh
crichet’s crowded schedale,

This was accompamicd by the
Professonal Cricketers Associa-
tiom calling for change “before
soething disastrons happens™

hey coneerns

Based on a survey of profiessional
male cricketers, the FCA revealed
thest key concermns are phivsical

heeath (81 percentl, travel conditions
(o percent) and mental health (62

percentl Long-distance driving
late ot g, whether moving
beetween matches o traveling
home, 15 & particular worry. It is

argued that player welfare and
performance are oompromesed by
the lack of tirse Lo recover, prepane
and practice,

Professionsal cricket in England
i Wales has a particular issue in
that there are four men's competl-
tbons shoe-homed into a windosy
between mid-April and the end of
september, with August ghven over
efitiredy to The Flundred, Last vear,
proposals fo reduce the amount
of four-day county cricket amnd
T crichet were rejected by the
cewinbies. Efectivedy, the 50 over
cormpetition has been dowmngraded
becawse so few of the top players
appear in it According to Root,
the obmective should be to get “the
stanclaomd of first-class and coanty
crcked as close as vou can to the

Team captain
Rahit Sharma,
i the

aftermath of
India’s defext
in the 2023
oDl Warld

Cup Flnal,

Wik mervtally
shattersd.

He esaahiowed
aocial media

and opted out
of QDI and T201
asslignments
agalnst Sowth
Afrioa. Fll=/AFF

international game”
Professbonal cricheters in
Enggland and Wales have raised
the issue of congested schedules
and iravedling pressure before,

The expldoston of T20 cricked in
the last 20 vears has increased
this congestion and turnied it into
a miore miernatonal concermn. In
Tl amed Anistralia, for example,
the distances belween venues ane
much greater, with fving and its
attendant risks additional Gctors,
Gap

In Movernher 20023, during the
anpouncersend af Tadi's 051
sijuad for a series azainst Australia,
Tnedia’s captadn, Rohit Shara,
bkarmeed exoessive trave] for ingured
players across U teams. [t is o
the interests of all cricket boards

to narrow the gap between the
gtandard of the breeding groand of
first-class cricket and intermational
cricket. Each one has different
ways of doing so, a reflection of
relalive resoumes, geography and
hastonc stractunes,

In India, reform = proposed for
B0K24-25. It seems likely that the
Ranji Trophy, the country's state-
based bong format game and the
equivitlent of the English county
championship, will be split into
two halves. White ball tourma-
mmerts woukd be held in between.
The main drivers behindd this are
to address variable winter weather
corckitions in the morth and o alkow
bosanet Eaps between matches 1o
facilitate travel and recovery. This
is similar reasoning 1o that aared by
Joe Hoot and the PCAL

More forgiviage schedules may
release pressine on mental health,
an often-overdooked facet of profes-
sional sport.

There have been a numdbser of
nizh-profile cases m recent vears
m cricket. Azeem Rafug's expen-
ence of racism at Yorleshine was
ofie, Ancther was Jorssthan Trott,
who plaved 52 Tests for England
bl 2000 and 2005, He lel
England’s {owr of Australia in
November 20035, unabée to copse
with the demandds af that bevel
A man with very lilgh levels of
coqcenrathon ost them and
refemed to the impact of social
mechia, sayving: “Peopde don't ook
ot in the face and have a conver-
sation and ask you how you are”

Tough environment

Fodut Sharma, In the aftermath of
Inclia’s chefesat i the 2023 0D Wiardcd
Cup Final, was mentally shattered.
He escherwed social media and opled
ot of i and T2 ssipnments
against South Africa, Mens cricket
i a tough environment that appears
nat to appreciate that mental heakth
kses are yeal. The growth of
women's cricket has brought abwoul
i1 change mn approaches Lo menlal
health within the pamie.

COOPERATION

Saudi and
Japanese

Jootball
leagueslo
work together
to develop the
sport in both
counliries

Arab Mews ool

The Saudi Pro League and
Japan's Professional Foothall
League have signed an agree-
ment o cooperate o Ways
o develop the sport in both
COURRILFIES,

To achieve this they will work
with teams in both leagues and
collaborate on ways to achiove
sustainable pgrowith of the
spogt, enhance the standard of
foothall, facilitate the exchange
of experiences and resources
between plavers and cosches,
and establish an  effective

The Saudl Pro League (SPL) and
the Japan Professional Footbll
Lengue [J Lengue| have signed

an agresment sdming to establish
affective communication chanmnels
between the two bodies. SPLFl=

[ e

_s b

J'-. -

svatemn  for communieation
about technical and administra-
tive matters.

The agreement was signed on
the sidelinges of a Sawdi-Japanese

business forum by the vice chadr
of the SPL's board of directors,
Sand Allazecz, and Yosholkaze
Ninomura of the I Leazue,

Allazeez said the agrecment
reflecits the SPL's  transfor-
mation  strategy  and  added:
“This= partnership will open
new  horizons for exchanging
experiences and promoting the
continuous development in the
fteld of feothall between the twao
Couniryes,

“We look forward to working
with our counterparts in Japan
1o raise the level of the game al
all levels.™

THE BEET OF THE REST

Premler League

West Ham hire

Lopetegui
as manager

Wiest Ham named former
Feal Madrid and Spain
coach Juben Lopeteguai as ils
new manager on Thursday
to replace the departing
David Moves.

Lopetegul 18 retuming
to management for the
first time since he lefd
Wolverhampton three days
before the 2002324 season
hegan affer nine months in
that jol

*1 feel that we have a
Famtastic platform,” Lopetegul
sabd in a club statement. AP

WHNEA
Toronio anwarded
first ranchise
outside US

Toronia has heen awarded
thi= WNBA'S first [ranchise
outside the US, with the
expansion team set to begin
play in 2026.

The team will be owned
by Larry Tanenbaum-led
Kilmer Sports Ventures,
Tanenbawm also is the
chairman and a minority
owner of Maple Leal Sports
and Enterainment, which
owns several Toronto sports
franchises, including the
NBA'S Raptors and NHLs
Maple Leafs.

Toronio will be the
WNEBA'S I4th lranchise, with
the expansion Golden State
Valkvries set to start play
next vear. AP

Milestono

Djokovic marks
37th birthday with

1,100 th win

Novak Djokovic celebrated
his 37th birthday on
Wednesday with the 1,100th
win of his career as he

gears up for his French

Open title defense, pro-
gressing to the Geneva
gquarterinals,

The world No. 1| downed
ermany s Yannick
Hanfmann 6-3, -3 in the
second round at the Pare
des Eaux-Vives grounds.

Diokovic becomes anly
the third man after Jimmy
Connors and Roger Federer
to reach the 1L 100-win Land-
mark. AFP

Follow Arb News

‘ Briefs all through the
day ArabMews



Charles Frasar gtars in
“Furlosa: A Mad Max Saga’
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ARCHITECTURE

‘Untouched Red Sea shores
inspire designers of luxury resort

The story behind the creation of The St. Regis Red Sea Resort

Saffiya Ansarl Fyacdh

Located on the private
Ummahat Island, which
can only be accessed

by chartered boat or
seaplane, The St. Regis
Red Sea Resort |s quickly
making a name for

itsell as something of

a celebrity magnet.

TUs easy o see why Saneds
Arabia’s football efite vacationed
here this spring — with 20
overwitler and beachliont villas,
a signature spi, igh-tech gvm,
outdoor pools, wiler sporis
center, and a children's club,

the resort would impress even a
seasoned luxury traveler,

Baut besides the butler service
and handful of culinary options,
what really stands out about the
resor is its design. This is no
cookic-cutter hotel — Japanese
architects Kenpo Kuma &
Assoclates and intertor design
firm Felsting Zanle Consuliants
maike sure ol that.,

“One of the briefs
wis that we had to
make sure that this
whale praject was
affering a barefool
hrxury expenence
that really works in
harmony with the
nature,” Lanic todd
Aralb News. “This
was an untapped,
uptouched part of Saucl
Arabia and a kot of those
islands arc prstine.”

Considering the white sand
beaches and azure water, it's
no surprise that the Red Sea's
famous coastline was desisned
to be the star of the shosw, bat
Fanie amed her team decided
10 base thelr design pitch
on something rather
unexpected — the windd.

“The way the wind flows ...
the breeze Rows through the
actual resorl itsell, vou know,
keeping it cool. The wholde
narrative we created was aboud
wind Lhat you expenence

there, A lof of our patterns and
materials were inspired by the
wiy the wind shapes the island.”
she said, referencing, in part,
the high-to-low pile carpets in
the Dune YVillas that mirror maps
of the area’s wind vectors.

Respect for nature is also
visthle in the structures
themselves, with Nicola Maniero,
pariner at Rengzo Komea & Assocr-
ates, cxplaining that the project
“tloes not seek a camouflage
with nature, bat alms o estah-
lish a refattonship of continity
with it through a language that
cheparts from merely Imdtating
the basic referemces,”

T'o that end, the Dune Villas
reflect the shape of swecping
deserl saml [ormations while the
Maldives-styie overwater Coral
Villas take the form of sheils,

Bui the nature-inapired design
ethos presented challenges,

"The water villas were initially
supposcd Lo rest on the surface
of the sea as if cmerging from it
in a continuous spiral. However,
the level of the villas had ta
bie raised 1o 2.6 meters due
to possible storms and rising
witer levels caused by climate
change,” Maniero sad.

She added that the villas”
circular foor plan *adds
interest, but poses difficulties in
termes of lavout sodutlons™

We had 1o make sure

this whole L was
offering a barefoot luxury
experience that works in

harmony with the nature.

It's a sentiment mirrored by
Fanic, who expliined that the
Dune Villas™ siriking curved
formations gsosed uniogue
hurdles due o diffening ceiling
helghis from poom 10 room.

Challenges aside, the design
team id manage to have some
fun with acsthetic quirks. The
wooden flodrs of the villas, for
exgampde, consdst nod of planks,
bt af angular slabes of tesselated
woid] resembling a turtle’s shell.

That attention to detail is
visibie in everything from
bespoke door handles and
durabbe wall finishings designed
to withstand the salty sea air, to
the handmade textibe art that s

different in each of the villas,

(Fram top) The
sundaeck of the
Freuidantial
Dune Vila at The
&t. Regia Red
Sen Rosort; the
rosort' s Tilna
rastaarunt:
inside one of the

resorts Dune
Villas. Imagss

U ppind

“Each plece looks sort of the
sarme, Bl they (aren’t, That
feeds into the whole concept of a
heoury expenience. Each person
gets their owm little piece of art
for the weekend,” Zanic said.
“Evervihing s hespoke: it gives
the resort a unigquee identity.”

The spa. ten, has is own
defining motif — a henna-like
detailing on the walls — while the
SL. Regis Bar hosts a large mural
depicting a local follk take.

Tilina, the resmt s overwater
restaurant, features exposed
rackial besums on the cetling that
mirror sea waves, while the tiles
oft the walls reference fish scales.

Maniero highlighted Tilina's
unigue siructure,

“It diiverges from completely
mmitating the water villas
becavise it docsn't have a
central courtyvard, it's a split
circular floor plan that s shghily
shifted.” she said. “"However,
there is still a conmection to the
water villas derived from the

matertals and Noor plan,”

NCTee
ScenE

WHAT'S ON IN CINEMAS

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga

Starring: Arvwa Taylor-Joy, Chrls
Heamisweor i, Tom Burkea
Director: George Miller

Fraquel to Miller's excellent

2018 film "Mad Measx: Fury Road ™

Thig ks the story of Imperator

Furiosa, kidnapped as a child by

A Biker Horde and detarmined to

fird Fseer way home.

The Garfield Movie

Yolce cast: Chrs Pratt, Samiued
L. Jackson, Hamnnah Waddingham

Director: Mark Dincal

Animated adventure comedy
adapted from the popular comic
Sinp ahout the Htular tabby,
Garfield is reunited with his long-
lost father Vic, a street cat, and
miist heldo himn out of troubde

Prey

Stamring: Ryan Phillippes, Mena
Suvari, Emille Hirsch

Director: Mok uncky Maebaes! Dewd

Action theiller, When a smal
plane crashes in the Kalahar
dasart, its passengears must
fight to stay afve in the
wilderness, But the threats they
face aren't just from the wildlife.

Sting

Staming: Fyan Corr, Alyla

Browne, Penslope Mitchell
Director: Kiah Roache-Turmeai

T'|I|II:||'||'I!'=-:"HIJF-I'!-|T5 Charkatie fincs
B tiny spidar In a rmysterlous
obsect. She keeps It as a pat

and names it Sting. Sting grows

ol &y |:|I.':|rrr|ir||.§ ratleE anc s S0o0n
termorizing Charlotte's neighbors

HEVIEW

‘99’ captures the drama of Manchester United’s annus mirabilis

Adum Grundaey Coeal

Amaon s docuserics "9 marks
the 25th amniversary of one of
the: most remarkabde achieve-
mernits in sporting history:
when Manchester United won
England's two higgest domestic
trogshles — the Premier Leaguie
and the FA Cup — and the most
prestizious fonmament in
Eurcpean club competition — the
LEFA Champions League — for a
ithen) unprecedented treble,
The fict that the feat has sinee
been repeated (most recenthy by
Dpdted’s arcch rivals Manchw=der
Citvh, has taken some of the shine

el oL, bt this was still one of the
preatest singhe seasons in the
history of any sport.

The show s stacked with inter-
views with the plavers who macde
history, as well as their fearsome
manager, Alex Ferguson, whose
ahsession with winning the
Champéons League has been
well-documented elsewhers

There isn't much new insighi
here, and footballers aren't
retuvwred for their eloquence,
bt the Glmmakers have done
a good job of getting them to
chig beyond the platitudes and
expiore e sometimes-tharnay
relationships between certain

The team

that started
Manchester
United's LEFA
Champlans
Lasgroe final
agnlmst Bayemn
Murlch in 19899,
ai foaturad In
the documantary
safies ‘99"
Armaazon

plavers, the pressure of plaving
for (at keast then) arguably the
biggest club in the world, and
the self-doubd that could creep in
chiring Lthe bigeest games,

But even I is makers had
grd nothing from the inter-
viewees, they'd have known
that “859" couldn’t fail to grip
even the most casteald of sports

The story
(TN
outlandish
that even a
Hollywouod
exee mighi
question
ANYyOne
pltching it.

fians, because the story of the
actual foothall is so outlandish
that even a Hollywood exec
gkt quiestion anvome pitching
it. Throughout the season,

United staged numerous late
comebacks in situations where
it secmed they 'd blown their
chanee of making history —

ot beast in the last game, the
Champions League nal against
Bavern Munich, when they
Farmously scored two goals in
three minutes of injury tme

fo furm certaln cefeat into

the unbkeliest of victoncs:

an act of what seemed like
sheer willpower, inspired by
the managers sell-heliefl, As
Fergpuson said at the end of that
game, “Foothall, Bloody hell™
Thee makers of “909™ have saperess-
fully captured that sentiment.



16

.‘l_

ARAB NEWS Friday, May 24, 20024

Far 8

ke

Weeken

NADINE MARIA SALMA «EVA
LABAK] = BAHRAWI| w» ABU-DEIF » LONGORIA
'he Lebaneoae Saudl actress Thes EQryp- The LS actross

actrass arsd
direcior, a pury
ressiTibsEr this
year, went for
a goth ook at
tha festival

ir This Celines

ryarTIEes
L bxaki

paired the
ambroicared
Lo mini

Marla Bahraw _— tian actress shons in &
— gtar of the ary e Cregbion Trom
B i Ty & aftended the Lebanase
frst Cannes % *Horizon: An coutures Elie

&Ny Moran”
— Srdried a
Sind [UrmpsLIt
from Etole La
Boutique. The
puft slesves
a0 QApe
cieftall ackdded

Amarican
Saga” fad
cafpat ' A
!i|lilr'-"'|lE;"Iirl|i:=:
white custom
COLULET QUM
fraom the Lt

Saal The se-
QUF-EMIDOnH-
Hared goswn
with plungng
V-nech detail
came from
the Bnels
Ml SOt

cireess with
matching

knee-high

Doots.

ASEEL

OMRAN»
The Saiudi
Eil'aﬂl ania
anfirass at-
ferndad the
Wormen in
Cinema gala
rvosDend By
the Red Sas
g |y
tiana! Fllm
rastival at
Canmas |
iry this i
'_:I|||1r:ir..;:=. |
creation
from
Lebhs

[ ertc] =
designer
Elio Abouw
Fayssal. The
dellcate tulle
ety fe=q-
turasd golden
flora

Anese Ly i ]
fashion house gt

Georges
Habedka

Spring/Sum-
I s 20024
nollaction

a dramatic _
touch {

S L

B

| iy

.I'.I 1 x -
“ﬁﬁ‘““‘“ﬁ DT
b AT

"

HOTLIST
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an Arab flavor §
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ments Our pick of the looks from Arab
celebrities and designers on the red
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