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SC refuses to hear plea on voter
turnout data in midst of polls

Agrees With EC That It DELHI, GURGAON & FARIDABAD VOTE TODAY
Doesn’t Have To Upload DOs & DON'Ts

» Verify your name on electoral list
Nos. After Each Phase

and polling booth by calling 1950 (add
STD code) or by visiting EC website

New Delhi: Supreme Court Friday refu- ‘W electoralsearch.eci.gov.in. Or text ECI
sed to entertain an NGO's plea for a di- | space EPIC (Voter ID) to 1950
rection to EC to declare booth-wise voter | » Carry voter card or other ID proof:
turnout figures at the end of each phase | passport, driving licence, PAN, Aadhaar
of polling and =aid it was not inclined to > Mobiles, cameras not allowed in poll
issue any interimorder amid electionee- hooth, no facilities to deposit these
ring. (“In between elections, hands-off > If name not on list, check with
attitude has to be there,” SC told the N presiding officer at booth whether it's on
NGO, accordingtoa PTI report.)

SC was hearing an application filed by
Asgsociation for Democratic Reforms inits
PIL pending since 2019. ADR had sought
“scanned legible copies of Form 17C Part-1
(account of votes recorded)” of all polling
stations to be uploaded immediately after
voting. SC said EC'sturnoutapp wasavol-
untary step to inform public about appro-
ximate turnout percentage. “EC isn’t stat-
utorily required to upload preliminary
data. Sometimes a good initiative is like
‘aa bail mujhe maar (counter-producti-
ve),” SC said, agreeing with EC it wasn't
mandated to put out data after each phase.
“Let’s trust some of our institutions.” T

ﬁ Pntling Time:

Tam-6pm
' Helpline: 1950
' Website:

Phoboe: Rajesh Mohta

PrEﬁ‘il"itlﬂﬁ‘: at a polling booth in Delhi Friday. , .
AT R e L R R v ISt of absentees, shifted or dead voters

Raj Hans (BJP) by 5.5L votes

WEST DELHI | Kamaljeet Sehrawat (BJP)
Somnath Bharti (AAP) | 2019 winner: vs Mahabal Mishra (AAP) | 2019 winner:

Meenakshi Lekhi (BIP) by 2.6 lakh votes Parvesh Verma by 5.8L votes

SOUTH DELHI | Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
E:ﬂ“m"'hﬂ“sh"wlg“m' ",mmumﬁ;ﬂr;:?f'ﬁﬂm’ ") | (8IP) vs Sahi Ram (AAP) | 2019 winner:
winner: Harsh Vardhan (BJPY by 2.3L votes Ramesh Bidhuri by 3.7L votes

ve Kuldeep Kumar (AAey [ 3010 winmer:. | . AND IN HARYANA

vs Kuldeep Kumar (AAP) | 2019 winner;
GURGAON | Rao Inderjit Singh (BJP) vs

Gautam Gambhir (BJP) by 3.9L votes
NORTH EAST DELHI | Manoj Tiwari (BIP) Raj Babbar (Cong) | 2019 winner: Rao
Inderjit Singh (BJP) by 3.9L votes

vs Kanhalya Kumar (Cong) | 2019
winner; Manoj Tiwari (BJP) by 3.6L votes FARIDABAD | Krishan Pal mlbr (BJP)
NORTH WEST DELHI | Yogendra Chandoliya vs Mahendra Pratap Singh (Congress) |
2019 winner: Krishan Pal Gujjar by 6.4L votes

(BJP) vs Udit Raj (Cong) | 2019 winner: Hans

CONTEST FOR 7 DELHI SEATS...
NEW DELHI | Bansuri Swaraj (BJP) vs

Today, on 25th May, do participate in the
sixth phase of the festival of democracy.
As a responsible citizen, do not forget to cast

P ‘Why didn’t you take steps...’, P 16
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LTI - Cong pushing sharia in De“rtt:;':':r'l“l_';l“l‘: your vote for the Nation’s development and progress.
smmmicdze  name of personal law but  PEEEE -2

by cops as mastermind of
violence in Haldwani, for
destruction of property | P 24 vof an entire family of
» Pocso court in Kerala Kullu/Shimla: Accusing a SIx e:-i_tremehr_ grotesque,
sentences retired railway ::r:}lmn.mnal casteist and ne- barbaric, and rm‘esqu ra-
police officer to 75 years' Rl potist” Congress uf pushing re” offence, a Mumbai ses-
for sexually abusing two sharia under the guise of see- sions court Friday senten-
11-year-old girls | P 14 king to retain Muslim perso- ced 48-year-old Parvez Tak

nal law, PM Modi pledged Fri- to death for the 2011 mur-
» SCstays U'khand HC order  4ay that BJP would implement ders of his live-in partner,
that had rejected a 26-acre the proposed uniform civil co- her four children, inclu-
plot in Haldwani for relocation  de (UCC)across the country. ding actor Laila Khan, and
of court complex in Nainital “There should be a uni- aniece. Though motive was
and Tmﬂ? sit:i:;lum 513: for form civil law for all, regard- not clearly established, that
new ng chambers less of whether vouarea Hin-

thevictimswere lastseenin
for 7,000 lawyers | P 14 du, a Muslim, a Sikh, a Chris- Tak's company was clin-
» Delhi court sends CM's

chingevidence, it said. P12

B]P W]]] brmg UCC PM  (Calimg e timmaton

@ SRR T IS FUR S TR Y
Your One Vote

Will strengthen our nation's
fight against corruption,

Modi campaigned for Kangana
Ranaut, BJP's Mandi candidate

Modisaid at acampaign rally
in Mandi, where BJP has fiel-

"N »PM in Pjb: Cong allowed
aide Bibhav Hurqa: to di-_day f Sikhs, P 17 ded actor l{ang'a:na Ranaut: B I e TS .
pcialcuuty vl Piodipensietrstor 115, ST o ynnoldeneli | POVErtY and nepotism

Maliwal assault case I P8 votersin '!.\"arﬂnasi, P17

ted its intention to keep India
wallowing in poverty and take

= - tian or a Buddhist. But Cong- Ian
LG defamation case: : ress is opposing UCC. itbackwards. “Yoursingle vo- d acq“lsmons
= : Congress also opposes Citi- te helped us frame CAA... ma-
Patkar convicted zenship (Amendment) Act de India the world's fifth-lar- from 1957 tﬂ 2m
A Delhi court convicted ac- and talks aboutbringingback  gesteconomy.. helpedusbuild : [n a big fillip to residential,
[ \tivist Medha Patkar in a Section 370... This nation will  the temple in Avodhya aftera : linfra and Metro projects

Will move nation forward

defamationcasefiledby LGV : bebuiltby sonsof thesoiland  wait of 500 years,” he said. planned in Delhi, SC has up- W'r I I k 2 k .t B h t
K Saxena. “(Her) statements, not those who have received held acquisition of huge I ma E a V| SI a ra
calling the complainant a co- everything as inheritance,” P ‘Ensured EWS quota’, P 17 tracts of land between 1957

L o Ed R Y R R T i e o i and 2006 by DDA, Delhi State

ment in hawala transactions Industrial and Infrastructu-

werenotonly defamatory per re Development Corporation

se but also crafted to incite
negative perceptimm" P11
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20 Indians enslaved,
tortured in Myanmar

'wenty Indian labourers,
promised jobs in Thai-
land, have been enslaved and
tortured in Myanmar and
are seeking MEA's help, so
me of their relatives tuld
TOI Friday. Ina video, alabo-
urer 1s seen saving “a person
has died and a girl is battling
severe head injuries”. P12

Adani Ports to enter
sensex, Wipro to exit

( *autam Adani-owned Ad-
Ilani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (APSEZ) will
replace IT major Wiprointhe
30-share BSE sensex from Ju-
ne 24, according to an official
announcement on Friday
This marks the first inclu-
sion of any Adani Group
firminsensex. P21

After Cal HC’s order, Raj
govt plans to review 4
Muslim groups on OBC list

Jaipur: BJP-governed Ra-
jasthan is considering revie-
wing 14 Muslim groups on its
OBC list, taking the cue from
Calcutta high court’s recent
scrapping of 77 classes, most-
ly Muslims, categorised as
OBCs by Bengal's TMC govt.
“We will examine after Ju-
ne 4 (results day, after which
the model code will be lifted) if
the inclusion of these (Mus-
lim) eommunities in the OBC
list from 1997 to 2013 was legal
or illegal,” Rajasthan social
justice minister Avinash Geh-
lot said. He cited the Calcutta
HC order and asserted reli-
gion-based quota was wrong.
Rafeek Khan, chairman
of Rajasthan State Commis-
sion for Minorities, accused
Gehlot of undermining the
Constitution, and said that
the 14 Muslim groups were ad-

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

> BJP moves SC challenging
Cal HC order restraining it

from issuing ads ‘violative’
of model code, matter listed
for hearing May 27 | P 24

» CM Naveen Patnaik says
he is in ‘very good health’
and has been campaigning
all over Odisha, accuses
BIP of spreading 'lies’
about him | P 16

» Amit Shah attacks Lalu

at Ara rally, claims ‘jungle
raj, abduction, gang war will
return to Bihar' if INDIA bloc
candidate wins | P 16

ded in the list “followingadue
process, including a survey,
backed by rules”.

»Bengal OBC Act, P 16

and Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration. The court, in its May
17 ruling that was uploaded
on Friday, also allowed hund-
reds of appeals by DDA, DSI-
IDC and DMRC against HC
orders and upheld acquisi-
tion under the 1894 Act. P11

6 of family on
way to Vaishno
Devi die in crash

k\;ix membersof afamily, in-
_Jeluding a six-month-old
infant, lost their lives and 19
others were injured when a
minibus collided with a
truck near Mohra village on
Ambala-Delhi highway aro-
und 1:45am Fridayv. The fami-

»Chopper to Kedarnath
makes hard-landing, P 15

lv was going to Vaishno Devi
before the inauguration of
their new home. The driver,
who is on the run, may have
been drunk, police said. P15

B'desh MP murder: Butcher
held, honeytrap suspected

Cops: Dad tried
to frame driver
in Porsche case

1 he father of the teen who

knocked down two techi-
es tried to show that his dri-
ver, and not his son, was be-
hind the Porsche's wheel
when the accident occurred
in Pune on Sunday, police
commissioner Amitesh Ku-
mar said on Friday

b No DL for minor till he
turns 25: RTO, P 12

Thefather isaprominent
builder. Late Friday, the com-
missioner suspended Ra-
jendra Jagdale, officiating
inspector in-charge of Yera-
wada police station, and assi-
stant inspector for derelic-
tion of duty in connection
with the probe. The case is
now with crime branch. P12

Dwaipayan Ghosh
& Mayukh Sengupta | Tnn

Kolkata: Anairline boarding
passbearing thename “Celes-
ty Rahman” and the arrest of

along the city’s eastern sub-
urbs, but failed to trace the
MP’s mutilated body parts.
What they found instead were

tell-tale signs of a murder :
most foul at the crime scene —

a butcher allegedly hi-
red to mutilate the bo-
dy of murdered Bang-

ladesh MP Anwarul r.;}

Azim Anar on Friday
gave investigators clu-

bODgm of plastic bags,
tollet paper rolls, wet
and dry tissue, gloves,
the boarding pass with

a Bangladeshi wo-
E-V man’s name, and a

estoasinister plot that MP Anwarul
Azim Anar

possibly involved ho-

comb with some str-
ands of hair.

ney-trapping the vic-
tim into wvisiting an apart-
ment in Kolkata's New Town
on May 13 and Killing him wit-
hinl15minutes of hisarrival.
Bengal Police deploved
drones, underwater cameras
and divers for over two hours
in Polerhat, off Bhangar

Bangladeshi but-
cher Jihad Hawladar (24),
who was arrested by Bengal
Police's special task force, is
the first suspect in the MP
murder case to be taken into
custody in India.

»interpol help, P 24

Gupta bros of
SA arrested for
builder’s suicide

I yolice arrested Anil Kumar

Gupta and Ajay Kumar
Gupta, also referred toasthe
“Gupta brothers of South
Africa”, on charges of abet-
ment of suicide on Friday;
reports Kalyan Das.

The arrest comes after a
prominent Dehradun-ba-
sed builder, Satinder Singh
Sawhney, 52, named the two
in a suicide note which he
penned before he ended his
life on Friday He accused
them of “coercion and in-
terference” in his projects.

Originally from Saha-
ranpur, the Guptas gained
notoriety for their business
ventures in South Africa
where they were accused of
large-scale corruption. P12

To vote for
Modi )i
Press the Lotus button

Make BJP win

ii{'
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Modi Sarkar
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NO. OF VOTERS 18-19 age group  20-29 years 30-39 years 40-49 years 50-59 years 60-69 years 70-79 years 80+yrs  Total
Chandni Chowk | 22,517 B 2,50,100 - I 418,315 _ 3,75,983 - 2,74,975 B 1,71,410 I 95,900 |3E 758 = 16,45,958
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80 Explains

HOW TO

VOTE

°

Valid ID documents that
you can carry to your
polling station

» Voter ID card (EPIC)

» Aadhaar card

» PAN card

» Unique Disability ID
(UDID) card

» Service identity card

» Passbook with photo by
bank/post office

What is vuter {mp} website {WW”V‘SHJ”} > HEElH:h ir'lSLII‘.Elr'Il:E smart card
information slip and » Click on ‘search’ (ministry of labour)
how to download it in the ‘electoral roll’ tab » Driving licence
It contains voter's name, > You can search by three » Passport
age, gender, constituency, ways (by entering the » Smart card issued by RGI
polling station location mobile number/voter ID under NPR
and polling date number/name and » Pension document
How to download constituency details) official identity card issued to
» Visit the National » Click on the download icon MPs / MLAs/ MLCs
Voters' Service Portal on the sheet generated » MNREGA job card
The firstpolling ' The second polling official | You must then hand over

- the slip to the third polling
- official, show your inked
- finger, and proceed to the

will mark your finger with
ink, provide you with a
slip, and require your

official will verify |
your name on the |
voter list and i

HOWTO
REGISTER

check your ID . signature on a register . polling bﬂﬂth
YOUR VOTE ey . (Form17A) A .
nh'nl unit
A Polling agents

—
is located in the

IiEstratiom &
Shinod Akkaraparambil

AT RS, as the ballot

The VVPAT box =—

9 same compartment -

Photos: Piyal Ehatt&chariee: Rajesh Mehta

WL
i-rF‘fi'I.' 1

w _-'.I" f-
. X

} il
.

Cast
your vote
by pressing

corresponding to your
chosen candidate's symbol
on the electronic voting

Observe slip displayed in transparent window of VVPAT
machine, showing candidate’s number, name and symbol

the blue button
- transparent window of
- the VWPAT machine

- » The slip contains

machine (EVM)

- and symbaol

You will hear a beep and ared light will = =~ oo oe

show next to the candidate's name 7 seconds before it
- drops in the sealed
- VVPAT box

. What is VVPAT

- and where can

— you find it

- Voter Verifiable Paper

- Audit Trail (VVPAT)

-~ allows you to verify and
- confirm your vote has

- gone to the candidate

. of your choice

- » VVPAT box will be
- kept in the same

- compartment

- along with the

- ballot machine

» A slip appears in the

the candidate’s name

Win Or Whine? Delhl Voters Will Decide Today

Congress-AAP Alliance Hopes To Gain From
Lack Of Vote Split, BJP Rides On Modi Factor

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a high-stake batt-
le of electoral supremacy in the
capital, over 1.5 crore people will
pick seven candidates on Satur-
day from 162 in the fray to send to
Parliament in the ongoing 2024
oeneral elections.

This is the first time in over 10
yvearsthat Delhi is witnessinga di-
rect fight between two political
plavers — BJE which swept the
last two Lok Sabha elections by
winning all seven seats with com-
fortable margins — and the AAP-
Congress combine. AAP and
Congress have forged a pre-poll al-
liance to prevent the division of
anti-BJP votes.

Delhi saw a bipolar contest
between BJP and Congress till
2009. But it transitioned into a
three-way fight in 2013 with the
arrival of Aam Aadmi Partv

Both BJP and AAP-Cong-
ress, which are part of a larger
alliance of opposition parties,
havealotatstake in thiselection.

While BJP islooking at under-

lining its political dominance
across the country with a repeat
performance of winning all seven
Delhi seats in the two Lok Sabha
elections, Congress, with the help
of AAP is trying to get a foothold
in the city politics again. AAP
which propped itself atop the ci-
ty's political scene by winning a
record 67 out of 70 assembly seats
in 2015 and 62 in 2020, but has, so
far, failed to replicate the perfor-
mance in general elections, is de-
sperate to have a larger say in na-
tional politics by sending its func-
tionaries to Lok Sabha.

In the 2019 election, BJP pol-
led 56.7% votes. While AAP secu-
red 18.2% , Congress managed to
pocket 22.6% of the valid votes.

Though Congress supported
AAP tohelpformits govt in Delhi
in 2013 by giving outside support
of its eight MLAs and discussed
atlength the possibility of analli-
ance in 2019, this is the first time

the two parties have managed to
stitch a pre-poll alliance, While
Congress has fielded its candi-
dates on three seats, AAP iscon-
testing on four,

“A Congress-AAP alliance
has definitely posed a formi-
dable challenge to BJP in the
capital. If the alliance was not
there, BJP would have probab-
ly swepttheelection witha big-
ger margin than the last time.
They are now involved in a to-
ugh battleonall seats,” said po-
litical observer Ranjeet Singh.

While Congressand AAP ha-
ve been talking about the rise in

EC PULLS OUT ALL STOPS

work done by Modi govt at Cent-
re and alleged involvement of
AAP functionaries in corrup-
tion. It is seeking votes for Na-
rendra Modi'sre-election as PM.
The three political partiesheld a
number of rallies, roadshows
and corner meetings to influen-
ce voters, the outcome of which
will be sealed in electronic vo-
ting machines on Saturday. The
votes will be counted on June 4.
In the 2020 assembly polls, a
combination of Muslims, un-
derprivileged residents of
unauthorised colonies and

slums and a section of the midd-
Piyal Bhattacharjee

unemployment and inflation in
the country in the last 10 years
under the BJP-led NDA govt, the
two parties have turned this
election into a fight to “save the
Constitution and democracy”.
Top functionaries and star cam-
paigners of both parties have al-
leged in each of their public me-
etings and rallies that BJE if re-
elected, would amend the Cons-
titution and take away voting
rights of thecitizens.

AAP has also made this
election a referendum against
thearrestof CM Arvind Kejri-
wal in the excise policy case,
which itelaimsisfake.

BJE on the other hand, has
based its election campaign on

le class had propelled AAP to the
helm in Delhi, when it bagged
nearly 54% wvotes while Cong-
ress could barely manage 4%. A
senior AAPfunctionary said the
party had a “focused” campaign
this time to consolidate its core
vote bank and ensure it got the
same support and vote share as
the last assembly election.
“That's why we reminded
people of the benefits being pro-
vided by Delhi govt, such as free
power and water to the poor, free
bus ride to women and free pil-
grimage to the elderly and emp-
hasised that these facilities will
stop if BJP returns at Centre,”
said a senior AAP functionary,
requesting anonymity.

Your Voteis [+
Your Power |-

come out and vote
on 25" May 2024

Polling Time: 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM

Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi

Old St. Stephen's College Building, Kashmere Gate, Delhi - 110006
www.ceodelhi.gov.in

dalld
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LOK SABHA ELECTION 2024
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Always be in queue and wait for your turn
Always maintain peace in and around the polling station

Show your photo ID card as prescribed by the Election Commission of India

Follow instructions on “How To Vote”

Show courtesy to the polling team which is facilitating your vote

After casting your vote come out of the polling station quietly

Do not accept bribe in favour of your vote. Bribery is an offence.

Do not impersonate for someone else. Impersonation is an offence.

Do not cause any disturbance in the poll process. You may land up in prison.
Do not cause damage/tamper with poll material including EVM/VVPAT. You

may land up in prison.

Do no obstruct the polling team in performing election duty. You may land

up in prison.

Prohibited items®

No Voter to be left behind

) Voter Helpline No. - 1950

Log on to:

www.voters.eci.gov.in

DIP/Shabdarth/Display/0006/24-25

Follow us:
[ceodelhioffice
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Cops keep watch on social
media to check rumours

RaoJaswantSingh@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: Harvana DGP Shatrujit Kapoor hasdirected cops to ke-
ep an eye on anti-social elements who indulge in spreading rumo-
urs or fake videos on social media during the Lok Sabha election.
[nameeting with senior police officers on Friday, Kapoor directed
officers to form teams to check such social media posts, Offenders
will be dealt with strictly and face strict legal action, he said.

“All preparations have been finalised touphold law and order in the
state. Nobody will be allowed todisrupt voting on Saturday; Sometimes,
some mischievous elements make fake videosof polling booths, which
are widely circulated on social media. disturbing law and order;,” Kapo-
or said. The DGP also appealed to people not to share such videos or
posts on their social me-
dia accounts. If any per-
son finds such content
on social media, they
canreport it tothe Hary-
ana Police helpline 112
or the control room hel-
pline, 0172-2570070.
Stressing the importan-
ce of voting, he also wr-
ged citizens to visit pol-
ling booths on Saturday {
and cast their ballot.

“Rumours and fa-

Join Hands With Civil Society
To Keep Eye On PoII Process

Join Long-term Course for

CAT 2024

» Classes by expert faculty

= Online Sectional Tests

= AIMCATS - the closest tests to the actual GAT
« Guidance and doubt clearance

2805 T.ME. students into
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New Delhi: Several civil socie-
ty groups and more than 300 ci-
tizens of Delhi have joined
hands to observe whether the
elections are free, fair and pea-
ceful. The independent elec-
tion observers’ team will visit
polling stations in different
areas and report malpractices,
if they come across any, to the
Election Commissionof India.

In a statement, the citizens
group said that the election
observers would also collect
audio- visual evidence in case
they came across any mal-
practice or wrongdoing and
would utilise the Election
Commission’s safeguards
such as the c¢Vigil app and the
ECI app to report incidents
violating the citizen's rights.

*One of the kev objectives
of the effort 1s also to safegu-
ard people against rumours
and misinformation that is
circulated aboutelectionsand
make surethatall citizens can
take part in elections without
intimidation or fear,” the citi-
Zens' group stated.

More than 1.5 crore voters
are eligible to cast their votes
forseven Lok Sabha seats inthe
capital today at 13,641 polling
booths set up at 2,627 locations.
While the office of the chief
electoral officer has made a de-
ployment of more than one
lakh personnel, including vo-

lunteers and translators, near-
lv one lakh security personnel
— 46 coys, 19,000 home guards
and over 78,000-strong police
force - will also be on job to en-
surea free and fair poll.

“The teams of indepen-
dent election observers have
not been formed with any in-
tention to replace the state
agencies that are supposed to
monitor elections and work
for smooth conduct and citi-
zen'srights. Theeffortistoaid
the same process by having ci-
tizen's function asa watchdog
accountability mechanism,”
said the citizen’'s group.

“The teams shall follow all le-
gally prescribed norms in order
to not cause any disruption in
the election process,” it added.

The observers will have no
direct confrontations with
election agents of political par-
ties or the respective election
authorities or police and their
task will be to monitor and re-
port so that such instances are
documented and forwarded for
action by authorities, the state-
ment further read.

The independent observers
will also encourage voters,
especially in areas where poli-
tically and socially vulnerable
communities reside, to cast
their votes. The citizens’ watch
oroup will compile reports of
all members engaged in the
process and publish the uni-
form report, the group stated.

Ghaziabad: 1120-4254250
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» Glossy & smooth surface finish
(ensures efficient & easy conduit wiring)
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developed in-house compound)

LY Power &
Control Cables

Fire Survival
Cables

= Anti termite and anti rodent properties

CAT-E & RG-6
Cables

AKG Plastics Pvt. Ltd.

Tel: 0120-29T73706, Mobile; +91-9760148265 +91-8448793165
e: electricaliakggroupindia.com | w: www.akggroupindia.com

Flexible Singhe &
Multicore Cables

India, vote today!

And unlock a special playlist made just for you.

2 = 4 N
\ J \ J
Place your marked Scan the

fingerin the outline code on Spotify

PLAY YOUR PART

\ /

Unlock a playlist
made for you

Exchange your old car, SUV and bike tyres with the brand-new
Apollo Tyres and SCIUEC UP fo ?2400/ =¥

SAVINGS UPTO

Alnae, Amperion &
Apterra Cross

Amazer 4G Life:.
Amazer XP,
Altrust, Amazer XL

Discount
per iyre

Apterro

All except Cross Pattern

Inch

127137 1240 1240

14" 1480 680

2 Wheeler
Tyres

16"-16" 1680 71280

17"+ 12000

Starts from 10 May - till stock lasts

“Terms and Conditions apply

wnwshop.apoliotyres.om &9 1 @) 12D noowmorecowrmee 1600 212 7070

For all other sizes: "TA&C - Limited pericd offer. Valid till stocks last. Up to 2400/ - off on the best buy of 4 car/SUV tyres and 3600/ off on the best
buy of 2 tyres of 2 Wheeler. The exchange discount value will become half on the purchase of 2 car/SUV tyres and 1 tyre of 2 Wheeler. No two different
offers can be clubbed. Old car/SUV or 2 Wheeler tyres of any type and size can be exchanged. For detailed offer T&C, please log on to
www.shop.apollotyres.com Disclaimer: Apollo is the proprietor of the trademarks ALNAC, AMAZER 4G LIFE+, AMAZER XP. ALTRUST, AMAZER XL,
APTERRA, ASPIRE, APTERRA CROSS, ALPHA, TRAMPLR, AMPERION, ACTISERIES (actiGRIP. actiSTEER, actiTUBE, actiZIP) and all associated Apollo
trademarks, trade names, service marks, logo, tyre tread designs. Copyright © 2018 APOLLO TYRES LTD.

WT.AT0H. 2024

e Spotify




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2024

Mark_ﬁ_Democracy

The polling booth awaits young Indians

The youth plays a pivotal role in India's democratic process. Here's why its participation in the election
process is not only important, but also game-changing

® Pooja.Mahimkar
([@timesgroup.com

The largest democracy in the
world has begun the world’s larg-
est electoral process. Over 97
crore eligible voters would exercise
their right to vote, out of which around
19.74 crore are young voters. But the
ground reality is that historically, the
youth turnout has been low. Why is this
a matter of concern? Why should we
encourage the youth to vote? Surely,
it’s not to just put their civics knowl-
edge to some use.

SECURE FUTURE

“The decisions made today profound-
ly impact the opportunities available
to the youth tomorrow. Questions
about job availability, income stabil-
ity, and overall quality of life should
motivate them to engage in the dem-
ocratic process,” says Harshada S, a
political science professor. “Voting
day is often considered as a holiday,
especially by people of my age group;
however, I think we should also be
active participants in deciding not
only our future, but also the coun-
try’'s,” says Sanya Khemani, a 23-year-
old student. Voting also fosters a
sense of civie duty and empower-

ment, instilling in the youth a
sense of responsibility towards
nation-building.

LIVEABILITY QUOTIENT

Policies play a huge role when it comes
to making a country carbon-neutral or
environment-friendly. Clean air, pota-
ble water, and ample open spaces with
thriving green cover are essential to lead
a healthy life. And to ensure this, one
needs a government that prioritises
these issues. “Delhi often struggles with
bad air quality, Mumbai too has its bouts
with bad AQI, Bengaluru is struggling
with acute water crisis, and several
other cities have their own issues
to deal with, As citizens, address-
ing these issues is imperative,
and elections offer us a plat-
form to voice our concerns,”
says 25-year-old Sashank
Mehra who recently started his
first job.

MAKE THEIR VOICES
HEARD

The low youth turn-
out often puts
youth-centricissues
on the back-burner
and the same-old
rhetoric continues,

® PriyvaC.Nair
@timesgroup.com

irst-time voters may
have some doubts
about the process of

voting. Here's a ready reck-
oner for them.

. KNOW YOUR
. CONSTITUENCY
.. The first stepis to
. knowwhich con-

commission website is a good

\ stituency you the voting list;
, belong to. * Donot tellanyone who you
The official
h A have voted for.
. election

reach the polling booth. Electors
Photo Identity Card (EPIC) or
any one of the 11 specified photo

POINTS TO KNOW

+ Make sure your nameison

“Young voters inject fresh perspectives
and innovative ideas. In a nation as
diverse as India, where people span var-
ious age groups, the youth'’s vote holds
the key to balancing intergenerational
interests and promoting a fairer alloca-
tion of resources and policies,” states
Anuja Sawant, a first-time voter enthu-
siastically looking forward to voting day.
The youth has its own personal
struggles and aspirations, and aligning
those with the vote would make a pow-
erful impact. So, this is not just the
time to elect a people’s representative,
but also to introspect and
plan your goal for the
next five years.

source to check. casting vote will have to be pro-
duced for identification at the

CARRY YOUR IDENTIFICATION polling station.

CARD (IC)

Polling officials will ask you to  WHAT IS THE PROCESS OF

show a photo ID card when you VOTING?

voter 11D

identity documents essential for

Enter the polling station; the entry
will be regulated by queues.

Step 1: Go to the First Polling
Officer who is in charge of the
marked copy of the electoral roll,
to verify your identification and

Step 2: Proceed to the Second
Polling Officer who will mark your
left forefinger with indelible ink.

Less than 40 per cent of first-time
voters—those who turned 18 or 19
recentlyv—have registered to vote
this time around. Just about a little
more than 1.8 crore out of around
4.9 crore eligible new voters are on
the electoral roll, as per data
released by the Election
Commuission. This makes the vote
of those first-time voters who have
registered all the more precious.

Are you a first-time voter? Here's a checklist

Is this your first time at the polling booth? Here's what to expect on voting day

The officer will record your serial
number in the electoral roll and
give you a signed voter slip with
your serial number.

Step 3: Hand over the voter’s
slip to the Third Polling Officer,
The officer will press the ballot
button on the Control Unit of the
voting machine and direct you to
the voting compartment.

Step 4: Inside the voting com-
partment, press the button on the
balloting unit against the name
and symbol of the candidate of
vour choice. The red lamp will
glow once you press on the can-
didate button.

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

The colour purple

The participation of more youngsters in voting will help set
the narrative for the future due to which it is important
for them to take this seriously

® Swati Shukla
Resp.Edit
@timesgroup.com

s India boasts of the
world's largest
young population,

first-time voters are in the
limelight. There is a lot of
excitement and anticipa-
tion among yvoung voters as
they step into the demo-
cratic arena for the first
time. These young citizens
have immense potential to
influence the course of our
nation’s future,
“Elections are pivotal
moments in India to steer
progress and change. The
first-time voters must
understand the signifi-
cance of their role and
make informed choices
that reflect their aspira-
tions and values,” says Prof
Naveen Sharda from a city-

based college.

CHANGEMAKERS

These young voters have
significant electoral influ-
ence, which means they are
likely to shape the political
landscape of the country for

years to come. For many
young adults, casting their
vote for the first time is a
significant event that sym-
bolises their transition into
active citizenship and civic
engagement. As they pre-
pare to exercise their dem-
ocratic right, there are sev-
eral important considera-
tions that first-time voters
should keep in mind.
Rahul Kashyap, a first-
time voter, shares, “Young
voters need to educate

Young voters need to
educate themselves
about the electoral
process, political parties,
and candidates

|

themselves about the elec-
toral process, political par-
ties, and candidates contest-
ing in their constituency, By
staying informed and aware,
we can ensure that our votes
are not only meaningful, but
also aligned with our values
and priorities.”

We, as citizens of the larg-

est democracy, should rec-
ognise the power of our
collective voice and the
impact it can have on shap-
ing the political landscape.
With a significant portion of
the electorate comprising
vouth voters, its participa-
tion can influence the out-
come of elections and
drive positive change in
the society.

By participating in the
electoral process, first-time
voters can hold elected rep-
resentatives accountable
and advocate issues that
matter to them, such as edu-
cation, employment, envi-
ronment, and social justice.

Vandana K, a first-year
college student, is all excit-
ed to be casting her right for
the first time and shared,
“It’s essential to rise above
partisan politics and vote
for candidates who demon-
strate integrity, leadership,
and a commitment to serv-
ing public interest. I feel we
young voters should eriti-
cally evaluate candidates
based on their qualifica-
tions, policies, and vision
for the future.”

Visit
electoralsearch.eci.gov.in
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cal change.

EQUAL RIGHTS, EQUAL
DECISIONS

In India, women were granted
voting rights since the
adoption of the Constitu-
tion in 1949, This was an
important step towards

ensured that women §
had an equal opportuni- -
ty to participate in the
democratic process,

Ower the years, there is
an increasing female partic-

r

s the nation gears up for the ongo-
ing election, one crucial demo-
aphic stands at the forefront of

shaping the future of our democracy—
women voters, With their sheer numbers
and unwavering dedication, women play
a key role in influencing electoral out-
comes and driving social and politi-

2

gender equality as it .

7

ipation in Indian elections, which can be
attributed to various factors. Education
and electoral awareness initiatives have
played asignificant role in boosting wom-
en’s participation in the electoral process.

As per the Election Commission, 12
states have more women voters than
men, with a total of 47.1 crore females
registered in the electoral roll in the
country out of which first-time voters

make a major stake.
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Rekha T, a working profes-

The power is in her hands: Young
women voters are set to drive change

With every vote cast, women have the opportunity to demand accountability from elected
representatives and champion issues that directly impact their lives and communities

sional, says, “Women voters must recog-
nise the power they hold in their hands.
With everyvote cast, they have the oppor-
tunity to demand accountability from
elected representatives and to champion
issues that directly impact their lives and
communities.”

Vedika C, acollege student and first-time
voter, says, “We will cast our vote by criti-
cally evaluating candidates’ performance

and track record, Women's safety, empow-
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Need tme off to vote?
Employers are happy to oblige

People are balancing their work and pulling out all the stops to vote, even as companies
allow employees to take a break to fulfil their citizen obligations

erment, and gender equality, as well as
equal opportunities for employment
and finanecial inclusion and inde-
pendence are my core concerns,”
Shruti N, from an NGO raising
awareness on voting, shares,

“Women today ought
to recognise the
importance of voting
rights and under-
stand that by uniting
voices, they can

amplifytheirdemands

and needs for inclu-
sive governance and
social equity.”

= Leena Mudbidri
Resp.Edit@timesgroup.com

C orporate firms have plans in
place to allow their employees
to vote without it affecting their
business, Simran Hoskote, a 24-year-
old consultant with a finance firm, is
excited because she got her voter ID
card only last year. *Our company has
announced a WFH schedule for all
employees, so we can vote at any
time of the day, considering the
heat. I plan to step out in the first
part of the day when it's not too hot,
so [ have the whole day to complete
my work,” she says.

Like Simran’s employ-
er, Sangeetha Balasubra-
maniam’s company in the
city too has marked the calen-
dar for its employees to step out
of office to vote. The global man- =
agement consulting firm has put =
a roster in place for each depart- ©

ment to exercise their franchise. “We
got an email from our HR to intimate
our respective team leads on the time
we'd like to take off from work. Some
of us are planning to first vote and
then come to the office. So when we
do that, the rest of our colleagues will
be deputed to handle the workload.
When we are back, the rest will go and
vote. This, I feel, is a great idea to bal-
ance the schedule without work piling
up,” says the 21-year-old who's voting
for the first time.

Ask her if she’s excited about it, and
she says, “I am for sure, the same way
I'm thrilled about my first job. But I
can’t speak for my friends. A lot many
Gen Zers are more excited about put-
ting up their pics with their inked fin-
ger on social media,” She rues the fact
that her generation is still not serious
about the importance of their vote and
what it can mean for the country. *I
think it is important to fulfil our duty
to get a duly elected government. For
that, we should ensure that we vote,” =
she shares prudently.

“Elections are one of the most impor-
tant days for any countryand its people _
as it decides who will steer the country

’ - forward for the next five years, Com- =

panies are well-aware of this
responsibility of citizens, Qur
company has been giving time- =
off to employees so that they
fulfil their voting obligation,” says =
Aparna Chandrashekhar, HRlead -

in a multi-national company.




TIMES CITY | DANCE of DEMOCRACY

THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
SATURDAY, MAY 25,2024

Delhi Hoping

To Buck Low
Turnout Trend

EC Appeals To Voters In NCR

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With urban apat-
hy in Mumbai and Lucknow
pulling down overall turnout
in Phase 5, the Election Com-
mission on Friday issued a
special appeal to the voters of
Delhi, Gurgaon and Farida-
bad, reminding them of their
right and duty to vote and see-
king their enthusiastic parti-
cipation in Phase 6 polling to
break the trend.

While Delhi had withessed
an overall 680.6% polling in
2M9, with parliamentary cons-
tituency (PC)wise turnout
ranging from 56.9% in New
Delhi to 683.8% in Northeast
Delhi in 2019, the voting per-
centage in Gurgaon was 67.3%
and in Faridabad, 64.1%. The
figures are inclusive of EVM
votes and postal ballots,

In the last 17 Lok Sabha
elections, the city witnessed
the highest turnoutof 71.3% in
1977, while the lowest turnout
of 43.5% was recorded in 1999,

With 83% electors exerci-
sing theirrightin1977, Chand-
ni Chowk holds the unique
distinction of a Delhi consti-
tuency recording the highest
ever voter turnout. The New
Delhi Lok Sabha area saw on-
ly 41.8% wvoters casting their
votes, which was the lowest
ever inacity constituency.

Ahead of the voting in Del-
hi, chief electoral officer P
Krishnamurthy appealed to
the voters to cast their ballot
in large numbers and join in
the grand celebration of de-
mocracy, irrespective of the
weather conditions.

“Even if the weather is
harsh, it is our foremost re-
sponsibility as citizens to par-
ticipate in this democratic
process. While heatwaves,
cold, and rain are part of eve-
Iy season, our commitment to
voting should remain unwa-
vering,” Krishnamurthy said.

Delhi is likely to witness
heatwave conditions today, as
the mercury is predicted to
remain around 46 degrees
Celsius. A few stations are ex-
pected to record a higher tem-

perature by one to two degre-
es. A spell of intense heatwa-
ve, which has gripped the ca-
pital for a week, could impact
voter turnout.

According to the draft heat
action plan, people should av-
oid exposure to heat from no-
ontodpm, which isalsothe pe-
ak voting time, Heatwaves can
impact elderly people and peo-
ple with comorbidities and
cause heatstroke, dehydration
and other related issues,

To ensure a comfortable
voling experience despite the
extreme heat, Krishnamurt-
hy said comprehensive ar-
rangements have been made
at all polling stations. “Sha-
ded areas have been set up at
each polling station, and the
wailting areas are fully cove-
red. Coolers and fans have be-
en installed to mitigate any
discomfort. Additionally, pro-
per arrangements for drin-
king water, toilets, wheelcha-
irs, and ramps for the disab-
led are in place under the As-
sured Minimum Facility
Policy. We aim to provide all
necessary facilities sothat vo-
ters face no inconvenience at
any polling station,” he said.

For the first time in the
Delhi elections, paramedical
staff equipped with basic me-
dical kits will be stationed at
all polling locations. Volunte-
ers will assist elderly voters,
and sign language experts
will be available to ensure
that disabled voters have a
smooth voting experience.

Highlighting special initi-
atives to enhance the voting
experience, Krishnamurthy
said 70 pink polling stations
will be entirely operated by
women polling staff. For the
first time, each parliamentary
constituency will have a pol-
lingstation fully staffed by per-
sons with disabilities, he said.

All the seven seats in Delhi
will go to polls on Friday, whe-
re the AAP-Congress alliance
is pitted against BJE The BJP
had won all seven seats in 2019.

While West Delhi isthe lar-
gest constituency in the capi-
tal, New Delhi is the smallest.

A DIRECT FIGHT

BIP

The party is aiming for a

hattrick of wins on all seven
seats. While it has replaced six of
the seven candidates this time to counter anti-
incumbency, it is again banking on the ‘Modi
factor’ to work in its favour. The campaign,
therefore, has centred around the work done
by Modi govt at the Centre as well as projects
implemented in the capital. BJP has strived

to make the alleged corruption in AAP govt a
major election issue by highlighting the arrests
of CM Arvind Kejriwal and his former deputy,
Manish Sisodia, in the excise policy case.

ELECTION ISSUES IN DELHI

AAP-Congress

Aam Aadmi Party and
Congress have joined
hands to stop the BJP
juggernaut in this election. The alliance is
pinning its hopes on preventing a splhit in
anti-BJP votes. In fact, the combined vote
share of the two parties was nowhere close to
BJP in the 2019 election. The result assumes
even greater significance as it may have

an impact on the upcoming Delhi assembly
elections, which are due in Feb 2025. It is also
likely to put to test the new-found bonhomie
between AAP and Congress.

population has
grown manifold

Water Expansion of Metro
Supply | Though Delhi Metro E
Paucity now covers large it
of potable swathes of the city,

water, people living in the

especially during outer regions continue to face
summer months, connectivity issues. The lack

IS a2 major issue of last-mile connect is another
across the city. headache for residents of these
While Delhi's areas. Providing a solution to

these issues is on top of the
‘to-do’ list of most candidates.

Civic Amenities

People living in slums

clusters, resettlement

colonies and unauthorised

colonies form almost two-thirds

of Delhi’s population. Better housing
and improved living conditions are
among their biggest demands. The
political parties, too, have promised
in situ pucca housing to slum
dwellers and better civic amenities in
unorganised housing areas.

over the years,
the production
of drinking water
and its supply to

Employment
It is a major issue for first-

situation, residents
are only asking for
an early respite.

time voters, who are on the

far-flung areas rolls in large numbers in all

have not been able | constituencies of Delhi, The city is

to keep pace. While | also home to a large population of migrant
BIP and AAP blame | workers, who have come here for better
each other forthe | employment opportunities. The issue

figures prominently in the manifestoes
of both AAP and Congress. BJP has also

promised greater job opportunities.

Inflation

One issue that

finds the largest

Mesondnce across

the city is inflation.

The spike in prices of essential
commodities has burnt a hole
in the pockets of all classes of
people. The opposition parties
have made it a major poll
plank this time.

Voters’ Dos Don'tcarry Carry voter's | Carry voter identity card | Carry

and Don'ts mobile phones | slip issued by | orany of the 11 identity | passportif
to polling the returning | documents approved by | overseas or
stations officer Election Commission NRI voter

No voter will be allowed inside the polling location after 6pm. But
those who are already inside will be allowed to vote

In villages, focus on unkept promises

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Panchavat Sangh has appe-
aled tothe people inthe city's rural areastoke-
ep in mind the “quality” of work done by in-
cumbent govt and elected representatives
while exercising their franchise.

Itemphasised thatdespite havingmany ro-
unds of meetings, no action was taken to wai-
ve property tax or clean the Yamuna and Sahi-
bi rivers. The sangh had earlier this month
shared an 18-point agenda with villagers and
thecandidates in the Lok Sabha election.

“We have appealed to the people in villages
and the panchayat functionaries toensure 100%
voting in the Lok Sabha election for the better-
ment of rural areas and the fulfilment of points
raised by them,” said Than Singh Yadav, head
of Delhi Panchayat Sangh. “The majority of vil-
lages are still struggling to get proper water
supply and efforts to provide fodder funds for
cows in shelter homes are missing,” he alleged.

Sunil Sharma, its vice-chairman, said the

sangh had received several complaints about
non-receipt of pension for along time from ma-
ny elderly people in Delhi's rural areas. “Many
people said their power hills were not halved
and even waivers on water bills were missing.
Villagers have been asked to visit the polling
stations toelect the right person,” said Sharma.

The sangh claimed to have members from
200 villages and it had prepared the 18-point
agenda after consulting the panchavat heads.
The agenda includes conferring ownership
rights in Lal Dora and extended Lal Dora are-
as, exempting them from payment of house
tax, conversion and parking charges, and kee-
ping villages out of building byve-laws whileal-
lowing commercial activities.

Theother points include freeingagricultu-
ralland from tent mafiaand returning them to
farmers, handing community halls and barat
ghars back to panchayats, using agricultural
land for village facilities, approving layout
plans for development, increasing circle rates
and starting mutation process.

Feel-like temp in
city above 50°C

New Delhi: At 41.7 degrees
Celsius at Safdarjung, Del-
hi managed to skirt a heat-
wave on Friday, but the high
temperature and uncom-
fortable humidity ensured
that the heat index, which
gives a feel-like temperatu-
re, was 50.8 degrees.

The meteorological de-
partment has withdrawn
the red alert for extreme
temperatures on Saturday,
which is a relief as Delhi
will vote on May 25. Howe-
ver, the department has is-
sued an orange alert for
sunday, expecting heatwave
conditions in some areas.

For today the depart-
ment has revised its earlier
prediction of maximum
temperature of 46 degrees
Celsiusto 44, with the possi-
bility of heatwave in isola-
ted areas. For Sunday, the
maximum femperature is
expected to rise to 45 degre-
es Celsius. tun
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In heat of poll battle, parties
have plans to keep voters cool

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Political parties are gearing up to
beat the heat on voting day. BJE Congress and
AAP have identified the 7 to11 am period as the
*golden hour” toensure that people from their
strongholds go out and vote. Delhi is likely to
witness heatwave conditions atisolated places
on Saturday when the city goes to the polls, as
the mercury is predicted to remain around 44
degrees Celsius. A few stations are expected to
record a higher temperature by one totwo deg-
rees. India Meteorological Department has
placed a “vyellow™ alert for Saturday.

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdevasa-
id, “We have deploved one party worker for
every locality whose duty is just to ensure that
people come out from their homes. BJP has ta-
ken permission to set up tents where people
can sit with their voter slip. There will be wa-
ter arrangements for supporters of all politi-
cal parties, This is the festival of democracy.”

Senior AAP functionary Durgesh Pathak
also said that there would be tents and water
arrangements so that people would come out
and vote in good numbers.

“Electoral bags have been distributed, and
a three-tier system has been formed in which
mandal workers will look after booths and en-
sure people come out. Former MLAs will see
that there are no hiceups overall in assembli-
es, and candidates will be travelling from one
place to another;” said Delhi Congress's inte-
rim president Devender Yadav,

A senior BJP functionary said that party
workers had already been assigned their
blocksand thev would be active in their respec-
tive areas from early morning. “We have also
noticed that many people are registered as a

GET SET, POLLS

voter in a particular area but have changed
their addresses. We have told our workers to
understand these things,” he added.

At the local level, e-rickshaw arrange-
ments have been made by both BJP and INDIA
bloc so that people are taken out to vote witho-
ut much hassle.

A senior Congress functionary said, “With
the elections being a two-contest this time, vo-
ter turnout will be key, so we have told the par-
tv workers that they should ensure large vo-
ting in our and AAP’'s strongholds.”

BJP had swept the LS polls in 2014 and 2019,
winning all seven seats in Delhi with big mar-
gins. This time, the party is pitted against IN-
DIA bloe, for which AAP and Congress have jo-
ined forces. The INDIA block, which is expec-
ting that the vote split will not happen this ti-
me, is hoping to give a tough contest.

As part of the seat-sharing agreement,
AAP has fielded candidates in New Delhi, So-
uth Delhi, East Delhi and West Delhi, while
Congress is contesting North East Delhi,
North West Delhi and Chandni Chowk seats.
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Bansuri
Swaraj
Daughter of
former BJP
stalwart, the
late Sushma
Swaraj, Bansuri
is making her
electoral debut.
A lawyer, she
was part of
BJP's legal cell
earlier.

&

Founder of
Confederation of
All India Traders,
Khandelwal

has been at the
forefront of raising
issues related to .
traders. He earlier | 1’
contested Delhi
assembly polls in
2008, but lost.

2019 Poll Result (%)

EAST DELHI

Harsh Deep
Malhotra

Malhotra won his
first municipal
election in 2012
from Welcome
Colony in North
East Delhi in 2012,
He was mayor of
erstwhile East
Delhi Municipal
Corporation in
2015-16.

2019 Poll Result (%)

e

2019 Poll Result (%)

and member of
DDA before filing
his nomination.

Winning
Margin

2.6 lakh

W A veteran
politician, Agarwal
% has been active in
Delhi politics for
almost 40 years.
| He has so far won
N four LS elections
~ three from
Chandni Chowk
and one from
North East Delhi.

o -

39 lakh

votes

Winning
Margin

2.3 lakh

votes

Winning
Margin

votes

Kuldeep
Kumar

b Part of India Tiwari was a well-
Against Corruption ) known actor and a
Movement, the singer in Bhojpuri

- precursor to AAP, films before his

Kumar became a foray into politics.
councillor at 27 He is the only
from Kalyanpuri sitting BJP MP in

and is seen as Delhi seeking re-
someone who election. He won
could take on BIP in 2014 and 2019
tenaciously. handsomely.
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¥ Bharti Chandoliya

"M A three-time MLA Chandoliya is a
from Malviya prominent face of
Nagar, Bharti is Delhi BJP from the
among popular SC community. He
Aam Aadmi contested Delhi
Party seniors. He b assembly polls
=== Main Contestants ==
chairman of DJB lost all of them. He

was elected mayor
in erstwhile North
MCD in 2014-15.

2019 Poll Result (%)

NORTH WEST DELHI
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Udit Raj

A former IRS
officer, Raj held
key positions in

I-T department
before resigning to
form Indian Justice
Party. He won his
first Lok Sabha
election in 2014
from North West
Delhi on a

BJP ticket.

Winning
Margin

5.5 lakh

votes

WEST DELHI

Lok Sabbha election / in South Delhi.
in 2019 from He has won four
Begusarai ona CPl ( Assembly polls

ticket but lost.

Winning
Margin

3.6 lakh
votes

has dominance

from Badarpur.
2019 Poll Result (%)

: |i cel
 East Sehrawat
A prominent Jat
representative,
Sehrawat was
East mayor in erstwhile
- south corporation
and leader of the
house. She
is currently
vice-president in
the Delhi unit
of BJP.
2019 Poll Result (%)
SOUTH DELHI
Kanhaiya Ramvir Singh
Kumar Bidhuri
' Kanhaiya was Leader of
the member of opposition in
' All India Student Delhi Assembly
 Federation and since 2020, Bidhuri
I was president of belongs to Gujjar
" JNUSU in 2016. He Y community, which

556

Mahabal
Mishra

A prominent
Poorvanchali figure,
Mishra is a retired
armyman, who has
been a councillor

. and an MLA before
' successfully
fighting his first LS
election from West
Delhi on a Congress
ticket in 2009,

Winning
Margin

5.8 lakh

votes

Sahi Ram

- A wrestling

h enthusiast, Ram

served in CISF. He

was elected MCD

councillor in 1997

4 and again in 2007

J*® and 2013. He was
elected MLA from

- Tughlagabad in

- 2015 and retained

his assembly seat

in 2020.

Winning
Margin

3.7 lakh

votes

23 in poll fray,
25.7L voters
to seal fate

of Ggn today

Bagish.Jha@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: In the midst of a
harsh summer, 25.7 lakh vot-
ersof Gurgaon will choose be-
tween 23 candidates on Satur-
day to elect their next repre-
sentative in Parliament.

In the fray is incumbent
Rao Inderjit Singh, a five-time
MP who is now seeking a sixth
Lok Sabha term. A strong fa-
vourite to win once again, the
Ahirwal leader ran his cam-
paignondevelopment projects
carried out by BJP over the
past ten vears and tweaked his
poll pitch when he needed to.

In Nuh, where the Muslim
community makes up the ma-
jority of voters, the BJP MP
said he never discriminated
on caste or religion. In Gur-
gaon's Sadar Bazar, where he
held a roadshow earlier this
week, Inderjit said 2019 was a
“trailer of development, This
time, it will be a full picture”.

Nuh is part of Gurgaon
Lok Sabha constituency.

Congress, which sees it-
self as having an edge over
BJP in thiselection, put upac-
tor-turned-politician Raj Bab-
bar to take on Rao Inderjit
Singh. But his candidature
was declared on the lastday of
nomination, giving him just
three weeks to campaign.

Babbar, who has been in
politics since 1989, is also a
five-time MP though he shift-
ed his base from UP to Harva-
na. Tagged an “outsider” by
his opponents, Babbar said in
his rallies in Nuh that he has
relatives in Harvana and
wanted “just a small house to
settle among the people”. He
invoked uneven development
of areas in Gurgaon and said
people want change.

Against these two heavy-
welghts is JJP's surprise pick
— Haryanvi rapped Rahul Ya-
dav Fazilpuria, who invoked
local 1ssues such as unem-
ployment and waste manage-
ment to reach out to voters.

Since the 2019 Lok Sabha
election, 4.2 lakh new voters,
including first-time voters,
have registered with the Elec-
tion Commission.

Deputy commissioner
Nishant Yadav said the Lok
Sabha constituency's voter
list includeded 13.6 lakh men,
12.2 lakh women and 78 trans-
gender people,

00k cops, security personnel Lull before storm? Some spend time with
to ensure free & fair election families, others hold closed-door meets

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Over 60,000 per-
sonnel from Delhi Police and
paramilitary and reserve for-
ces will be deploved across
the city on Saturday to secure
the polling stations and ensu-
re free and fair polling. The
cops have been strategically
posted at the 13,637 polling
stations in 2,627 locations
with higher deployment at
the critical booths.

According to police, aro-
und 429 polling stations have
been identified as ‘critical’
and will see heightened surve-
illance and monitoring. Offi-
cers revealed that besides po-
licemen from Delhi, 51 teams
of paramilitary forces and
17,500 Home Guards will also
be deploved to ensure no unto-
ward incident takes place, All
the critical polling stations
will be monitored by drones,
according to an officer.

In addition to posting se-
curity personnel, police have
implemented measures like
extensive CCTV coverage to
ensure thesecurity of booths,
The cameras have been in-

A POLICE OFFICER SAYS

We have introduced a mobile app that delivers a
daily quiz on various aspects of election rules and
procedures. Police intends to promote ongoing
education and keep its officers well-informed about
the latest electoral regulations

stalled at all entrv points to
the city and joint teams of
Delhi and Harvana police
will conduct thorough checks
on vehicles entering the capi-
tal. The city police have held
several meetings with police
forces from the neighbouring
states to coordinate efforts
and ensure a peaceful elec-
tion process,

Police have disclosed sei-
zures of more than one lakh
litres of liguor and detected
Rs 15 crore in cash during
checlks intheelection season.
"Several teams were formed
tokeeptabsonillegal activiti-
es." theofficersaid. Inan inci-
dent in March, the cops app-
rehended four individuals on
the Jharera flyover in south-
west Delhi carrying Rs 3 cro-
re, Another case occurred in
Plyal Bhattacharjee
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According to police, around 429 polling stations have been identified
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as ‘critical’ and will see heightened surveillance and monitoring

May when Delhi Police took
two men into custody after
discovering more than Rs 2
crore inside their BMW carin
the Okhla Industrial Area.

Senior officers conducted
flag marches in sensitive are-
as and the border security
has been reinforced. In south
Delhi, a flag march was con-
ducted on Friday. "The pri-
mary objective of the flag
march was to bolster confi-
dence among the residents,
to tell them to feel safe to cast
their votes without fear or fa-
vour,” said Ankit Chauhan,
deputy commissioner of po-
lice (South). “This proactive
measure aims to deter any
potential disturbances and
assure the community of the
police's dedication to a free,
fair, impartial and secure
electoral process.”

Another officer said that
during the foot patrolling, se-
nior officers interacted with
the public, addressing their
concerns and emphasising
the significance of their par-
ticipation in the democratic
process. Police said the pub-
lic were also requested to in-
form of any electoral mal-
practice, inducement or su-
spicious and illegal activities
in their respective areas.

Delhi Police has imple-
mented an innovative appro-
achtoensure their personnel
are well-versed in the latest
election rules and regula-
tions. The police force has
conducted a refresher course
for its personnel using a spe-
cialised application. M Hars-
ha Vardhan, DCP (Central),
sald they had introduced a
mobile application that deli-
vers a daily quiz comprising
10 gquestions focusing on va-
rious aspects of election ru-
les and procedures. "By leve-
raging this digital platform,
the force intends to promote
ongoing education and keep
its officers well-informed
about the latest electoral re-
gulations,” said the DCP

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Exhausted after
weeks of hecticcampaigning
and meetings, candidates of
the three prominent political
parties on Friday got a few
hours to relax and take the
dayv lightly.

They spent some time with
family, visited temples and
praved for divine interven-
tion, and chatted over leisure-
Iy cups of teabefore getting in-
volved again inastring of me-
etings with party colleagues
to discuss booth management
for polling on Saturday.

For the May 25 election to
seven Lok Sabha seats in Del-
hi, the campailgning came to
an end on Thursday at 6pm,
and the silent period started.
Though the campaign and
glection management star-
ted the day their candidature
was announced, it picked up
with the filing of nomina-
tions in the first week of May
and reached a crescendo in
the last15days,

Tired and sleep-deprived,
the candidates were glad to be
able to have family dinners,
play with their kids and visit
shrines on Fridayv The work,
however, continued, and al-
most all the contestants met
party workers.

Congress candidate from
ChandniChowk, JaiPrakash
Agarwal, went to a gaushala
at Kishanganj on Friday
morning and offered food to
cows. Agarwal’sfamily mem-
bers said the veteran politici-
an finds peace when he visits
the gaushala.

“Hespentsometime there
only to be back among party
workers and colleagues to
discuss poll management. He
held joint meetings with
Congress and AAP workers
on how to encourage people
to come out and vote,” son
Mudit Agarwal said.

His opponent, Praveen
Khandelwal of BJP too had
some time to himself on Fri-
day. Khandelwal made tea for
himself and spoke to a large
number of people from the
area over the phone.

“It was an intensive 84-
day campaign for him. He
started working from the day
his name was announced by
the party and never relaxed
since then,” Khandelwal's

close aide said.

“He would get up early in
the morning, have a number
of meetings and interactions
the entire day. As the campa-
igning picked up, he did pada-
yatras in the area. He held a
number of roadshows too.”

AAP’s South Delhi candi-
date Sahi Ram watched a film
with his family. According to
AAP. Sahi Ram went to a
temple in the morning in his
village, Tehkhand, to offer
prayvers. He later watched the
Anil Kapoor-starrer Navak at
his home. An MLA from
Tughlagabad, Sahi Ram is
contesting his first parlia-

mentary election.

His colleague Mahabal
Mishra, who has been pro-
pped by AAP in West Delhi,
spent time playing and chat-
ting with his grandchildren.
He later had ‘Dahi Chooda’, a
dish popular with people
from Bihar, with party wor-
kers and later had a discus-
sion with them on booth ma-
nagement for Saturday.

Mishrawas MP from West
Delhi between 2009 and 2014
from Congress but lost the
last two polls.

AAPs EastDelhicandida-
te Kuldeep Kumar went to the
residence of his political

mentor and former deputy
CM Manish Sisodia with his
family. He and his children
spent time with Sisosdia’s wi-
fe Seema. Kumar and plaved
cricket with kids in the house
for some time.

“Senior party functiona-
ries like Delhi state convener
and minister Gopal Rai and
Timarpur MLA Dilip Pandey
alsojoined Kumar. They later
had a meeting to discuss elec-
tion-related issues,” said a
party functionary.

AAP's New Delhicandida-
te Somnath Bharti also visi-
ted atemple toseek blessings.

BJP’s New Delhi candida-

te Bansuri Swaraj visited the
Iskcon Temple at East of Kai-
lash to seek blessings. She
was accompanied by a spiri-
tual orator and Abhinav Aro-
ra and the two had a spiritual
interaction at the temple pre-
mises, said her close aide,

BJP’'s West Delhi candida-
te Kamaljeet Sehrawat relax-
ed at her residence in the
morning. She made tea and
snacksfor party workers. She
held meetings about the elec-
tion later in the day.

Congress candidate from
North West Delhi, Udit Raj.
also spent time with his fami-
ly at his residence.
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NCLAT clears
Jaypee plan,
Suraksha to
pay 1.3k cr

Aditya.Dev@timesgroup.com

Noida: The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) on Friday approved
Suraksha Group's resolution
plan for Javpee Infratech Litd
(JIL), ordering it to pay Rs 1,335
crore to Yamuna Expressway In-
dustrial Development Authority
(YEIDA) over the next four years
asfarmers’ compensation.

NCLAT set aside an order
by the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), which had
restricted the amount to be
paid by Suraksha to just Rs 10
lakh against YEIDA's claim of
Rs 1,689 crore, concluding that
the development authority is
an operational creditor,

In its Friday order, NCLAT
emphasised the need for swift
implementation of the modified
resolution plan, renewing hope
for around 20,000 homebuyers
that the flats they booked in
Wish Town 15-20 vears ago will
be completed in the near future.

The order - which brings
Suraksha a step closer to tak-
ing full control of JIL —follows
long-drawn insolvency pro-
ceedings, which began in 2017.

“The impugned order
passed by the adjudicating au-
thority (NCLT) insofar as it
deals with the claim of the ap-
pellant of Rs1,689 crore for addi-
tional farmers’ compensation is
set aside. The rest of the im-
pugned order approving the res-
olution plan is upheld. The suc-
cessful resolution applicant, i.e.,
respondent No 2 (Suraksha), is
directed to make payment to the
appellant of its secured oper-
ational debt of Rs 1,689 crores in
the ratio of 79%, which has been
paid to other secured creditors,
which amounts to Rs 1334.3
crore,” read the NCLAT order:

YEIDA moved the appellate
tribunal after NCLT rejected its
claim of Rs 1,689 crore in March
last vear Over the next few
months, Suraksha and YEIDA
made several attempts to reach a
settlement, with the company ex-
pressing willingness to pay in
phases and YEIDA insisting on
gettingtheentireamountatonce.

According to the resolu-
tion plan Suraksha submitted
in the bankruptey court this
April, it offered to pay R51,216
crore as enhanced compensa-
tion for farmers over the next
four vears. NCLAT, however,
asked Suraksha to pay an ad-
ditional Rs118.3 crore.,

Amid Silence On Streets

Parties Ramped Up Digital Effort Despite End To Campaigning

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Though the campaigning
for the Lok Sabha elections ended in
the city on Thursday evening, amid the
silence in the streets on Friday, political
parties ramped up the digital effort to
reach people ahead of voting on Satur-
day. The combatants posted potshots
at their rivals on online platforms or
featured old interviews that explained
political stands.

The surge in digital activity under-
scored the pivotal role of online media
in modern elections as parties strove to
sway voters even during the regulated
period, BJP's timeline on X had videos
of characters resembling opposition
leaders, accompanied by rolling text sa-
ving, “They will divide the country
They also shout about removing
poverty but will cast an evil eye on pub-
lic property. They will rob the SCs, §Ts
and OBCs of their rights.” The posts in-
cluded clippings of PM Narendra Mo-
di'searlier interviews.

AAP too featured earlier interviews
of CM Arvind Kejriwal on social media
platforms as well as the video footage

from Thursday of Kejriwal assisting his
elderly parents to a room where he clai-
med police would interrogate them in
the Swati Maliwal case. Alongside were
soundbites of people voicing their oppo-
sition to police action.

On its part, Congress shared short
videos of Rahul Gandhi, with the thrust
of these being to say, “It is Rahul’s habit

The surge in digital activity
underscored the pivotal role
of online media in modern
elections as parties strove to
sway voters even during the
regulated period

to reach into the hearts of people. This
Jannayak is the real strength of us Indi-
ans!” There were several posts on the
promises made by the INDIA bloc, inclu-
ding on women's reservation in govern-
ment jobs, Rs 25 lakh insurance and Rs
400 as daily wage under the National Ru-
ral Employvment Guarantee Act.
WhatsApp was abuzz as well throug-
houttheday. Videos promoting theagen-
das of the political parties made the ro-

und, but there was also a sudden surge
in old interviews and clips, repurposed
todiscredit rival candidates.

Sources in the opposing camps ad-
mitted that social media teams had been
told to push people to goout and vote and
to continue feeding voters with political
messages. In the case of BJP this meant
posting videos depicting the central
govt's projects in the capital and the in-
anguration of the Ram Mandir in Avod-
hya. AAP had short videos hailing the
free services offered by the state gowvt
and those showing how “BJP was tryving
tocrush AAP by sendingleaderstojail”.

During the 48-hour regulated period
of political silence before voting day,
there is a prohibition on public displays
of anyelection matter by means of cine-
matography; television or other similar
apparatus. No public meetings are allo-
wed in the 48 hours before the conclu-
sion of voting. The rules also bar the
propagation of any election matter
among the public by holding musical
concerts, theatrical performances or
other entertainment and amusement
avenues with the intent of attractingthe
members of the public.

BJP candidates share poll experience,

Times NEws NETWORK

Sachdeva laus effort by foot soldiers

New Delhi: BJP candidates and Delhi
party president Virendra Sachdeva sha-
red their poll experiencesat the party ofii-
ceon Fridayduring which they expressed
gratitude towards party workers for their
support in the scorching heat during the
election campaign. They also praised Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi.

Sachdeva, while sharing his experi-
ence in his election rallies, said that for
the third consecutive time, BJP will win
Delhi, and Prime Minister Modi will be-
come the Prime Minister again. “The
BJP national leadership also provided
complete guidance and support in this
election campaign,” he said.

He mentioned that the party organi-
sed campaigns in the capital with home
minister Amit Shah, UP chief minister
Yogi Aditvanath, Rajnath Singh, Nitin
Gadkari, Shivraj Singh Chouhan, and
several senior leaders. He added that
party senior functionaries and candida-
tes participated in 131 major public mee-
tings and roadshows, inaddition to 2,625
corner meetings and 10,048 padayatras.

Manoj Tiwari, the candidate from
North East Delhi, said: “People have de-
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BJP candidates with party's Delhi president Virendra Sachdeva on poll eve

cided to bring Modiji back.”

“Modiji has continuously worked to
change the image of Delhi.” Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri, the party's candidate
from South Delhi, said. *This time, eve-
ryone has decided to vote for Modi for
the third time. So,lookingat the work we
have done in our assembly, evervone's fo-
cusin this Lok Sabhaelection istomake
Modiji the PM again.”

East Delhi candidate Harsh Malhot-
ra said: “The love and support received
from the people during this election
campaign, on how the people have made
up their minds to make Narendra Modi

Prime Minister for the third time... wo-
uld not be an exaggeration.”

Bansuri Swaraj, the party candidate
from New Delhi, said: *Due to the vision
of the Prime Minister and belief in In-
dia's development, [ received full support
from people in the campaign.” BJP
Chandni Chowk candidate Praveen
Khandelwal said, “The strongest support
I received duringthisentireelection cam-
paign was from the people because when I
went among the people during the entire
campaign, [ found a direct connection of
people’s belief in the development vision
of the Prime Minister.”

Poll Noise On Social Media CM says PM accepted excise

case wrong; BJP strikes back

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has accepted
that the excise policy case is
wrong, chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal claimed on Friday,
demanding that everyone ar-
rested in it should be released.

Addressing a virtual press
conference, Kejriwal said BJP
had been screaming that the-
re was a scam. “They are scre-
aming for two vears that there
is a liquor scam, claiming it
wastothetune of Rs100crore,
but not even a penny has been
recovered,” said Kejriwal,
who is out on interim bail till
Junelinthecase.

“Yesterday, the PM was as-
ked inan interview that Kejri-
wal wassavingthat noeviden-
ce has been found. The PM sa-
1d no money was found becau-
se Kejriwal is an experienced
thief. He accepted that no re-
covery was made,” headded.

“To hide it, he said Kejriwal
is an ‘anubhavi chor’. This is
just an excuse to prove the
wrong arrests right. When you
have accepted that the excise
scam is wrong, please release
those who have been arrested,”
said the AAP national convener,

“They arrested me, Sanjay
Singh, Manish Sisodia, con-
ducted more than 500 raids all
over the country Don’t know
how many more people they
arrested. They say we took a
bribeof Rs100crore, andjusta
fewdavsago,thevsaidthereis
ascamof Rs1,100crore,” hesa-
id. “A big question arises that
if thereisascamof Rs100 cro-

Arvind Kejriwal releases a video message on the eve of voting in capital

. il

KEJRIWAL SAYS

They are screaming for
two years that there is
a liquor scam, claiming
it was to the tune of
¥100 crore, but not
even a penny has

been recovered

re or Rs 1,100 crore, the money
must be kept somewhere...
They did not find a single pen-
ny anvwhere,” They didn’t
even find any account of ex-
penditure, he added.

Kejriwal is out on interim
bail following an order of Su-
preme Court, which has direc-
tedhim tosurrenderonJune2.

Responding to Kejriwal’s
remarks, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva said, "Kej-
riwal has accepted today that
heisanexperienced thief.” The
investigation into Kejriwal's

caseisstillonand, onJune?2, he
will be back in judicial custody,
Sachdeva pointed out.

“Everyone knows Kejri-
wal's role in the entire liquor
scam. The law will do its job,
and others involved in this
scam will also have to come
under investigation,” he said.
“Everycriminal calls himself
innocent, but the people of
Delhi know about Kejriwal,
that he has committed the li-
quor scam, and that's whyv Ma-
nish Sisodia is also in jail, he
did not get bail.”

Delhi High Court made a
strong remark this week whi-
le rejecting former deputy
chief minister Sisodia’s bail
plea and pointed out many ir-
regularities, Sachdeva said.

Claiming that the state-
ment just before the election
15 Kejriwal’s strategy, he said,
“But he should not think any
more that he can mislead the
people of Delhi,”

Tender Notice No: RETUMBICivil[1202/E-T
Chief Project Director , Rly. Electrification, Ambala Cantt. for & on behalf of the President of India invites OPEN E-
TENDER on web site www.ireps.gov.in for the following works. Tenderar may submit their onginal/revised offer up to
prescribed closing time & date . No tender will be accepted manually

§) RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION,AMBALA CANTT.

Dated: 22/05/2024

App.

Completion|Cost of tender

5. Bid Security Date of
Tender No. & Tender Title Cost . Period document i
N. (in Rs. )| Money (in Rs)| ;1 months)|  (in Rs.) elosing
RE/UMB/Civil/Gr-248-014-R
Execution of balance Tower wagon siding | 14 .30 04 18-06-2024
1 | works at Chandausi station in Gr, 248 of NR Lakh <9 (Four) NIL at 15:00 hrs
in connection with Railway Electrification.

PR-40/2024 (DG

Tender documents are available on Railway website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in and the same can be downloaded
from there. Tender document cost (TDC) in respect of e-tendering is NIL but Bid security Money (EMD in respect of
e-tendering will only be accepted through net banking payment gateway and bank guarantee bond Only. Details of
bank account number and technical details have been provided for in the software (IREPS) to which prospeciive
registarad tanderars will have access at the time of tendaring.
All other tarms & conditions may be seen and downloaded from Railway websitei.e., www.ireps.gov.in

Executive Engineer

Rly. Electrification/Ambala Cantt

For & on behalf of the President of India
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to alter product offerings & specifications at any time without notice. Models product pictures are for illustration purpose only. Information
as advertised has no contractual effect, GFK and NPD combined retail data in 2021 Q4-2023 Q3, worldwide market. **For more details
visit www.asuspromein. T & C Apply. Offer applicable for limited period only.
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Gurgaon:
straits and hounded by moneylend-
ers, afamily of six in Faridabad con-
sumed sleeping pills and slit their
wrists after agreeing to a suicide
pact on Thursday night.

others were admitted to a private hos-
pital in critical condition after a
friend knocked on their door just in
time, said police, Though cops dashed
them to the hospital, it was toolate for
the eldest member of the family, the
businessman’s father (73).

CINEMA OF THE WEEK

Bhaiyya Ji (Action, Crime) # %)
Cast: Manoj Bajpayee, Suvinder Vicky,

Jatin Goswami, Zoya Hussain, Vipin Sharma
Direction: Apoorv Singh Karki

Duration: 2 hours 15 minutes

Language: Hindi (UA)

B A former criminal sets out to avenge his
younger brother’s murder over a petty argument.
As he takes on the powerful mafioso responsible,

his loval followers join him in his fight.
N/ former criminal and Robin Hood ka baap
A in this crime drama directed by Apoory
Singh Karki. The film has a promising opening,
with a heart-wrenching scene as Bhaivvaji
witnesses his brother incinerated at a police
station and discovers he was brutally murdered.
However; the initial promise of an intricate
plot unraveling the truth behind the murder
fades as the narrative progresses. The movie
settles into a familiar Bollywood formula of the
90s, complete with dramatic action sequences
and dialogues. Potboilers delivering action-

“anoj Bajpavee plays the titular role of a

packed entertainment are perfect for a guilty
pleasure, but the over-the-top heroics and
implausible scenarios here have all been seen too
many times. The entertainment wears off soon,
and one yvearns for a more nuanced exploration
of themes like vengeance and redemption.
Despite the formulaic elements, the action
sequences are well-choreographed and visually
appealing. The use of macro shots and slow
motion adds a laver of intensity to the fight
scenes. Apoorv Singh Karki's direction is

passable but a more focused narrative and a
tighter screenplay could have made the movie
captivating. The movie also gets repetitive in
the second half, with flashbacks of the vounger
brother's memories and their mother reminding
Bhaiyyaji of his promise to avenge his death.

Manoj Bajpavee shines throughout the film,
effortlessly transitioning between intense
emotional moments and action-packed
sequences. He even brings a touch of humour
to some scenes, showecasing his acting versatility.
Zova Hussain provides ample support as
Bhaiyvaji's fiance and a national-level shooting
champion who utilises her skills when needed.
The performances of the antagonists, Suvinder
Vicky and Jatin Goswami, are appropriately
menacing, while Vipin Sharma is convincing
as the corrupt cop.

While Bhaivva Ji boasts strong performances
and engaging action sequences, the predictable
storyline and overreliance on formulaic tropes
leave viewers wanting more,

— Dhaval Rov

To review any movie and check show

timings, visit etimes.in

Blue Giant (Animation, Drama, Music)
ook

Voiceovers: Yuki Yamada, Amane Okayama,
Shotaro Mamiya

Direction: Yuzura Tachikawa

Duration: 2 hours 2 minutes

Language: Japanese with English subtitles (U)

B Dai, a student from Sendai, moves to Tokyo to
pursue a career in music after receiving a
saxophone as a gift. In Tokyvo, he meets Tamada
and Sawabe, and together they form a band
that revolutionizes the jazz scene in the city.

simplicity. With its straightforward

storvielling, this impressive piece tugs at
the heartstrings and can make anyone fall in
love with jazz — even those who weren't fans
before. With amazing musical performances
and a perfect blend of emotions, this musical
anime is an outright winner. The live music
sequences are electrifying and completely
immersive. While the plot of the film might be
predictable, vou'll become so invested in the
characters’ emotions that this quickly becomes
irrelevant. This anime serves as an excellent
introduction to the genre of jazz, which has

[ lue Giant is a film that captivates with its

The plot of the film revolves around Dai
Mivamoto, a student from Sendai who moves
to Tokyo to pursue a music career after
receiving a saxophone as a gift from his brother.
To save money in the big city, he moves in with
his school friend Tamada and contributes to the
rent by doing odd jobs. Dai aspires to become
the greatest jazz musician in the world and
hones his skills by practicing under a bridge

Sawabe, a talented pianist, and the two quickly
form a strong connection. When Dai, Tamada.
and Sawabe form a band and perform at a local
jazz festival, it leads to an opportunity to play
at SoBlue, the premier jazz bar in Tokyo.

The most intriguing and heartening aspect
of the film is its laser focus throughout, with
no subplots. The story centres solely on the
three main characters and their struggle to
survive in an expensive city, ultimately
reaching the pinnacle of their dreams despite
the odds. The film is clear in its intentions,
delivering everything to the viewers with
virtually every scene packing an emotional and
passionate punch.

The film features a soundtrack composed
by Japanese jazz pianist Hiromi Uehara that
is guaranteed to blow vour mind. It pavs
homage to American saxophone legends of the
past. With three standout performances, each
one can be described as outstanding. This film
will make you laugh, cryv, and empathize with
its characters. The high-gquality animation
enhances the experience, especially the scenes
depicting bar and stage interiors, which look
fantastic. There isn't a false note in the film;
every element is perfectly in syne. If you're a
music fan, consider Blue Giant a treat.

Ambika.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Surja is 23 and
one of the many who will be
gueuing up on Saturday to vo-
te for the first time in the Ca-
pital. But for her, getting ac-
cess to exercise her right to
vote has in itself been a big
achievement. Her journey re-
flects the struggles of thou-
sands of vouth who grow up
in child care institutions and
are trying tofind a foothold in

FINDING FOOTHOLD IN ADULT WORLD NOT SIMPLE

Out of ‘child care’, but
pressing EVM not easy

the outside world as adults,

first under the ‘aftercare’ sy-
stem that is supposed to hand-
hold them till 21 that may be
extended till 23 years if nee-
ded, and then as they move on
to find their wav.

Surja, 23, and Manoj, 27, were able to get
address proofs with the support of the child
care institutions where they once stayed and
their address is the same at that of the CCls

certainly lost some of its sheen in recent years. until he can no longer stand. At a bar, he meets — Abhishek Srivastava
RATING TRASH * | BELOW AVERAGE ** | AVERAGE %3 | ABOVE AVERAGE #%% | GOOD %%
SCALE |  VERY GOOD %% | OUTSTANDING k3 MASTERPIECE %% %%

Family of 6 attempts suicide; 73-yr-old dies, 2 critical

Mahesh.Buddi@timesgroup.com

Their business in dire

Three of them were saved and two

well,”

Police said the 45-year-old ran a
business in Neoida for
electronics and lived with his family
in Sector 37 of Faridabad.

His business was running into
losses and over the years, his debt
mounted to Rs 40 crore.

“When he couldn't return the in-
formal loans in time, moneylenders
started calling him and threatening
him that thev would come to his
house. They threatenedtokillhimas
Faridabad police spokesper-
son Yashpal said on Friday.

Hours before the attempted sui-
cide, two men came to his house

importing

abductors at Lajpat Nagar

ral Khawaja police station.

aroundllpmandabducted the security

guard stationed outside his house, the

businessman said in his complaint.
The guard was later let go by the

and he went back to the house.
suspect that the offenders kid-
napped the guard as they were not
able to contact the businessman,”
sald inspector Kuldeep Singh of Sa-

Scared after the guard went mis-
sing, the businessman, his parents, wife
and two teenage bovs decided to con-
sume sleeping pills and slit their wrists,

The businessman’s friend told

police that he was calling around the
same time, but noone took his calls.
He went to the businessman's
house, and a short while later, the secu-
rity guard returned to the spot. Both
kept ringing the doorbell, and after a
few minutes, the businessman opened
the door, He was bleeding from his arm.
The friend alerted cops as he real-
ised what had happened. “My team
rushed the family to anearby hospital
around lam. Doctors declared the
businessman's father dead. His moth-
er (67) and wife (42) are critical. He is
stable and his sons, aged 18 and 16, are
outof danger,” the inspector said.
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Getting an address proof
and matching her school and
other identity documents for
Surja, who is pursuing her
post-graduation in Delhi, has
been an arduous journey sin-
ceshebecameanadult. Shefi-
nally managed to get her vo-
ter ID made in Sep last year.

Surja lost her mother
when she was very small and
her father, who was a garde-
ner, passed away whenshe was
11. She was placed by the Child
Welfare Committee in a child-
ren’s home in East of Kailash.
Sheisnow working with Uday-
an Care voluntary organisa-
tion to coordinate a fellowship
for care leavers to help them
develop leadership skills. She
lives in Eastof Kailash.

Like Surja, 27-vear-old
Manoj, a resident of Bijwa-
san who works in the IT sec-
tor, said with much enthusi-
asm that he would be voting
for the first time. He talked
about his long struggle to get
his identity and address pro-
of documents made, “Not on-
ly is getting an address proof

tough for us, employers judge
us while hiring us when we
tell them that we don't have a
family Even finding a part-
ner for marriage is difficult.
Thereare many challenges at
every step,” Manoj told TOI.
He got separated from his
family when he was very
small at a railway station
where a man took him
under his care but ill-treated
him. Finally Manoj found
himself in a child care insti-
tution in Delhi from where he
moved out at 18 and worked
part-time to support his pro-
fessional diploma inIT.
Surja and Manoj were ab-
le to get address proofs with
the support of the child care
institutions where they once
staved and their address is
thesame at that of the CCls.
Recognising the challeng-
es, Delhi Care Leavers Asso-
ciation and Network, of
which Manoj and Surja are
members, started a petition
on ‘change.org’ platform on
March 29 where they put out
an open letter addressed to

political parties, The petition
hasbeen endorsed by care lea-
vers' networks in Assam, Te-
langana, Odisha, Jammu and
Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar:

They said around 50,000
yvoung adults transition out
of CCls on turning 18 every
vear. They said care leavers
and those in aftercare needed
to be prioritised in national
and local elections so that
govt bodies and policyma-
kers were able to make laws
and policies safeguarding the
right of aftercare.

They drew attention to the
fact that many of them were
first-time wvoters struggling
withawiderangeof challeng-
es ranging from lack of sup-
port for financing their hig-
her education, employment
avenues and that they have to
find theirfeet in the world wit-
hout family support.

They said the Juvenile
Justice Act and the Mission
Vatsalya 2022 guidelines
mandates ‘aftercare’ support
to care leavers.

BJP targets AAP again
over Maliwal ‘assault’

New Delhi: BJP on Friday said CM Arvind Kej-
riwal owed an answer to the country whether he
stood with AAP MP Swati Maliwal “who had suf-
fered physical assault” orwith the “culprit”. The
party also said AAP would suffer a big defeat in
Lok Sabha polls in Delhi.

“Swati Maliwal gave an interview in which
many facts came to light, on the basis of whichl
want to ask some questions to Arvind Kejriwal.
Why did Kejriwal not say anything about the in-
cidents that happened in his house? Maliwal sa-
id she was abused and slapped several times... all
this happened when Kejriwal was present in his
house. Can he be trusted to stand up for the wo-
menof the country?” BJP spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia asked at a press conference. “It has also
come to light that CCTV footage has been destro-
ved. When CCTV footage is destroved, it reveals
that a heinous crime has been committed and
Kejriwal is trying his best to destroy the eviden-
ce. Kejriwal is not standing with the woman but
the accused,” the BJP functionary added.

“He (Kejriwal) should not underestimate the
power of people. There is anger among people,
When polling is held tomorrow, people will in-
flict such damage to his party's prospects with
their votes that even its deposits will be forfei-
ted," Bhatia said. mwn

Promising higher returns on
investment, gang dupes man
of 323L via trading platform

New Delhi: A social media scam has been busted
with the arrest of two men. Exploiting a man’s de-
sire for higher returns, an alleged trading plat-
form deceived him into ‘investing’ over Rs 23 lakh
into a trading scheme, police said.

The man had lodged a complaint a month ago
about the loss of Rs 23 lakh in a fraud. "The comp-
lainant was added to a WhatsApp group named
'Mark Bilson Institutional Strategist Center' and
was convinced to invest in stocks through the gro-
up's website. Initially, he received profits on small
investments, which led him to invest a larger
sum," said Manoj Meena, DCP (north).

The transactions were being “guided” by so-
meone posing as "Meera,"” who claimed to be assi-
stant of a reputed investment strategist and per-
suaded the man to invest more, the DCP said, ad-
ding, "Upon requesting withdrawal of his purpor-
ted profits, the victim was asked to pay a tax of Rs
351akh, leading him torealise the scam. The scam-
mers also gained access to his PAN card and Aad-
haar card details".

“During investigation, the analysis of the mo-
ney flow led to the identification of the culprits're-
sidence in Rajasthan. An interstate raid was con-
ducted and Jai Pal (26) and Bhupendra (24) were
nabbed,” the DCP said. tn

Three years have passed since you left
this world, but the void you left in our
lives can never be filled. Though you may
be no longer with us, your love and
guidance will always remain in our
hearts. We miss you more than any
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-| Bibhav in judicial
| S ' | custody, cops wait

Our Beloved Mother
Mrs. PAMMI SIKKA

Krishan Lal Sharma

08/09/1944 - 25/05/2021

words can EXPress.

DEEPLY MISSED BY
Veena Jain (Wife), Anu & Rohit Jain (Daughter-in-law & Son)
Ritu & Siddhartha Sachdeva (Daughter & Son-in-law)

Partha, Aadya & Krishiv (Grandchildren) =

REMEMBRANCE

SHARING MEMORIES

In loving memory of

MS. MANJU VERMA
22.05.1952 - 25.05.2014

10 yvears have gone by
since yvou have left us
but you continue to live
in our hearts,

Fondly remembered
by Avinash Verma and
familw

In Loving Memory of

SMT. SARALA R. NAIR

{05.10.1952 - 25.05.2003)
Life has not been the

same after you left us.
You always remain with

us in our hearts.
Remembered
Raveendran Nair, V. Nair, Vineet N
and Swetha Kurup.
{5‘ ;Etj'; is.ané élavmal
b £ llruggfc between the
E— "h‘--: _’IrﬂI‘EE‘.! EF}'FE?OJ I'.'I!I'I-dr -E"I-"I..iT
24 s ke Fsrathiishtra

Death Anniversary

A

Covid took you away
physically, but you live
on in our hearts, Thank

vou for your love and

Privanka & Chanchal

25-05-2021 (20 November 1930

Z3 May 2024)
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blessings. Chantha
TR = Community Centre,
Madhuban Officer’s

Society, Near Preet Vihar
East Delhi 110092

— e

9822115404

Susham, Shubha,

M:9990185797
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Rajiv and Monica Sikka, |

shalini Sikka

Arun and Payal Sikka, Pat

RANJIT DASS

on 23rd May 2024

Cremation will be held
at the Lodi Electric Crematorium

on 25th May at 4.30pm.

In grief: _
Rajit Dass & Karan Dass (Sons) ¥
i Family & Friends

life that touches others
goes on forever”

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.

R

TIMES

Publications

TRIBUTES

ATE CARD

The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.
Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,
when you share memories, they stay on forever.
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most never truly leave us;

They live on through the
kindness and love they
brought into our lives”

Rajagopals,Malhotras
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REST IN PEACE
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Remembered by
Juju Malhotra,
Karun & Nitika,
Sujata & Rahul,

Adi and Tara
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To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

9998992088
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for forensic report

Vineet.Upadhyay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A courton Friday sent Bibhav Kumar,
personal assistantof chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, tofour-day judicial custody in the case of alle-
ged assault on AAP’s Rajya Sabha member Swati
Maliwal. He was produced in court after the comp-
letion of his police remand.

The court of metropolitan magistrate Gaurav
Goyal allowed the prosecution’s plea seeking Ku-
mar’s judicial custody for four days. On May 18, a co-
urt had granted police Kumar’s five-day custody,

DelhiPolicesaid in its remand application that
electronic, scientific and medical evidence along
with the statements of witnesses had been collec-
ted during the investigation. “The recovered net-
work video recorders, stated to be containing rele-
vant materials concerning the present case, have
been seized as per the procedure and sent for ex-
amination, opinion and analysis by the forensic
experts, which is awaited and expected to be recei-
ved within shortest possible time,” police argued.

The prosecution also stated that Kumar had been
non-cooperative during the investigation and had given
evasive answers to most questions. “He has deliberately
not disclosed the password of his mobile phone, which
isagain an important piece of information in the inves-
tigation to unearth the truth,” the application stated.

Police also submitted that after receiving the
report from forensic experts, Kumar might be re-
quired to be confronted with it to reach a logical
conclusion. “Some investigations are being carri-
ed out by the membersof the investigating team in
Mumbaiandtheyarelikely toreturntoDelhisoon
with someevidence, and the accused will be requi-
red again for confrontation,” police said.

Kumar’s counsel, Rajiv Mohan, requested the
court to allow custody for ashorter period. He also
moved an application seeking a copy of the CCTV
footageof theday of the alleged incident collected
from Kejriwal’s residence.

special public prosecutor Atul Srivastava oppo-
sed the plea, claiming that the CCTV footage cannot
be provided to the accused under the law at this sta-
ge as the matter is under investigation. “They have
not given any detail of which CCTV footage they re-
quire. A copy of the same has also been given to the
occupier: They have said they want the same, butitis
not the stage; it will come later,” he argued.

Thecourt hasreserved its order on Kumar’s plea.
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Court rejects pre-arrest bail plea of AAP functionary

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Friday dismissed the anticipa-
tory bail application moved by
Aam Aadmi Party's media co-
ordinator Vikas Yogi in a case
pertaining to the alleged as-
sault on a woman reporter and
avideo journalist on May 20.

The court of additional ses-
sionsjudge Ram Lal Meena sa-
id that the alleged offences
mentioned in the present case
were bailable, therefore, there
was no apprehension of the
present applicant being appre-
hended. “Accordingly, the pre-
sent application is not mainta-
inable and the same is dismis-

sed,” stated the court.

Police had registered a case
against Yogi on May 21 based on
the young woman journalist's
complaint, The case was regis-
tered against Yogl and others
under relevant IPC sections
pertaining to punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt, cri-
minal intimidation, and com-

mon intention, among others.

Advocate Rajat Bhardwaj, co-
unsel for Yogi, submitted before
the court that he had been falsely
implicated in the case and he had
an apprehension that he may be
arrested by police authority, The
counsel requested the court to gi-
ve him protection by allowing
the application.

Tarun.Rawatl@timesgroup.com

THE BALLOT
FOR JUSTICE

meaningfully at the remains of nu-
merous demolished houses.

Photos; Tarun Rawat

New Delhi: Kanchan is determined
to be among the 1,200 voters from
the Sunder Nagar slums pressing
the EVM button at the polling booth
in Delhi Public School nearby. For
her; it's an act of revenge. Even if
she hadn't said anything, her eyes,
as she surveved the rubble around
her, would have conveved the pain
of having her house demolished on
Nov 21 last year:

Kanchan has since moved in
with the family of her sister’s hus-
band in Greater Noida but comes
to Sunder Nagar every day with her
father, who 1s a house help. She waits
among the debris for him to finish
his work. "It hurts me so much. Our
parents had somehow managed to
build a house. We couldn't have done
that on our own,” said Kanchan,
adding, in a raised voice, that she
would use her vote for vengeance.

Sandhya too is a domestic
worker at Sunder Nagar: She lived
in the slums there, but her house
too was demolished by the Union
urban affair's ministry's L&DO,
“They made us homeless,” said
Sandhya, who 1s strugegling to make
ends meet for her family of six be-
cause they now have the additional
monthly expense of the house rent,

Amid the bricks, concrete de-
tritus and discarded sheets, Hafiza
still lives in the demolished zone
with a few other families, making
do with the flimsiest of dwellings.
“We no longer have any faith in
anyvone because nobody stood up
for us,” said Hafiza. “Our chil-
dren’s schooling was disrupted
and our daily earnings affected.”
When asked about her voting in-
tention, Hafiza thought a while
before replying, “If we had been
rehabilitated prior to the elec-
tion, we might have thought of
voting for the party assisting us.”

Additional public prosecu-
tor Jitender Sharma opposed
the application and stated that
since police had registered the
present caseonly for bailable of-
fences so far, there was no app-
rehension of arrestto the appli-
cant. During the hearing of the
matter, the court also pulled up
police for writing “custodial in-
terrogation required” for bai-
lable offences in their applica-
tion opposing Yogi's anticipato-
rv bail. “How will vou arrest
anyone when offences are bai-
lable...is the police bigger than
the law?"” asked the court. The
alleged assault took place insi-
de the AAP office in IP Estate
on May 20 when the reporter
entered the party office to geta
response from the party’s offi-
cial spokesperson regarding
an ED chargesheet.

Government of Karnataka

KARNATAKA EXAMINATIONS AUTHORITY

Sampige Road, 18th Cross, Malleshwaram, Bengaluru - 560012.
Phone: 080-23460460 (5 Lines)
E-mail: keauthority-ka@nic.in Website: http://kea.kar.nic.in
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PGCET-2024 - Admission to 1st Year / 1st Semester
MBA/MCA /M.E./ M. Tech. / M. Arch Courses

1) Applications are invited from the eligible interested Karnataka and non-
Karnataka candidates for admission to 1st year / 1st semester full time / part
time MBA / MCA / M.E. / M. Tech. / M. Arch courses in the institutions affiliated
Universities which will be notified by the Government of Karnataka for the year
2024-25. Candidates have to appear for the Post Graduate Common Entrance
Test-2024 conducted by Karnataka Examinations Authority to become eligible
for admission as per 2005 and 2011 PGCET rules and its amendments.

2) GATE qualified candidates in Engineering and Technology discipline
are only eligible to take admission to Various M.Tech Programmes under
VTU, Belgaum. The candidates with valid GATE score should compulsorily
enter application online to become eligible for admission to M.E. / M. Tech /
M. Arch courses, but they need notappear for PGCET-2024.

3) For admission to MBA / MCA courses, non-Karnataka candidates are eligible
to select ONLY the seats surrendered by the management, if any.

4) Please note that SC / ST / OBC eligibility criteria are applicable to Karnataka
SC/ST/OBC candidates only.

5) Post Graduate Common Entrance Test-2024 - Time Table and Examination

CHITTARANIAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
@ CORRIGENDUM 55

Mo, 75/Paper Publication/Fab Dated:
22/05/2024. The following cormngendum
has been carried out in respect of the Tender
Mo.75/24/5028 scheduled to be open on
21005/2024, 81 No.: [01]. Particulars:

Scheme TOD. Tender No.: 75/24/5028. Opening - dp i il
- Date From: 21/05/2024. To: 28052024, Politicians keep Profame reha-
Date Timings Admission to Number of | Total Quantity: 90 Sets. bilitation to us, but...” she left the
1st Year / 1st Semester | Questions | Marks [PR1-433] SMM/M/CLWICRJ sentence unfinished as she looked
13-07-2024 M.E./ M. Tech/ Like us on: www.facehook.com/clwrailways
SATURDAY 2.30 PM to 4.30 PM M. Arch. 100 100 .
B NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY P ; _
14:07-2024..| 10.90 AM 01290 i MG 108 L Tender Notice o GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL - MADHYA PRADESH BUILDING
SUNDAY 2.30 PM to 4.30 PM MBA 100 100 Online open E-tender are mvited by Scnior West Bengal Medical 5e wicvs_a%rpam:;un Ltd. is inwviting electronic bids for supply Il""- -fll DE“ELU PM EHT GDH PU HATI DH
Divisional Electrical Engineer (TREVN_E. and Installation aparascope Surgery et w nstrument In the Hospitals an e
(Mon-programmable calculators are allowed for M.E./M.Tech/M.Arch examination only) Railway/ Loco Shed Gonda acting for and hm?'-:ili:m cumlmge;}.f::the oot S Vet Senga) a5 por sotall i T the tobie o IF:I EEEE“;::'HE?& of !:-F- P::::lﬂ "IB'I'hﬂl'ki Iﬂﬁﬂ:m:g;][m
i ; on alf of the Presi of India for the Elow. "A, Y : o o
6) SYLLABUS: PGCET-2024 new syllabus is hosted on the KEA Website for the | |iticunguart o | Bla’ wenren PP FT T —— Tolaphane No. - 0755 485327, 0756- 4853205
information of the candidates. URL: https:/icetonline.karnataka.gov.in'kea/pgcet24 L. Tender No. - LS-GD-RSP-23-24-TC, bedmsiechei E-mail : einc-mpbdc@mp.gov.in, ajay.nagaria@mp.gov.in

"Rehabilitation of 10 nos. Tap Changer | Lapaeasespe sergary ¥ call far Bid Aef. no
M-32 of Electric Locomotives for Loco Shed
Gondie, sancooned under RSP 2023-247
Estimated Cost (10 By - 2,20, 16 TR0,
Period of Completion - 24 months,
Earnest Money {in Rs, 1 2- 260, 1OCLIGO,

2. Tender No.- LS-GD-AL-TRANSF-2024,
"Repoir, Reconditioning, Rehabilitation
and Testing of 5400 KWA Loco Miin
Transformer (Aluminivm Winding Type)

Dated : 24.05.2024

WRRASEL T - 2840 203 10,06 2034 up 10

WIERASEL T 13 S0 24
Dated 22.05.2024 05100 PR
[t o e . Dated- 22.05.2024

7) Interested and eligible candidates can register and apply online for PGCET-2024 No. : 585 1/GMMPEDLTWI2HNIT-62 Bhopal,

from 11.00 AM onwards on 27-05-2024 upto 11.59 PM on 17-06-2024. Fee
has to be paid by the registered and applied candidate on or before 18-06-2024
6.00 PM. Only after confirmation of receipt of payment of fees, candidates will
be permitted to download the Admission Tickets for PGCET-2024 exam.

8) Before registering through online for admission to PG courses, applicants have
to compulsorily read Information Bulletin, detailed notification and understand

1 Sk warkh Irvi Erummsg

CORRIGENDUM/AMENDMENT FOR NIT No. : 4949/GM/

L — -}
Interested Bidders may download the tender document and submit their bids
online at the website www.owbtenders.pov.in. The tender document may also be

MPBDC/CW/24/NIT-52 BHOPAL, DATED 12.03.2024

The corrigendum for the work of PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION &
DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICITY IN UJJAIN, DISTRICT UJJAIN (M.P.)
shown al S.No. 02 in NIT No. : 4949/GM/MPBDC/CW/24/NIT-52
Bhopal, Dated 12.03.2024 is as below:-

S5d/- General Manager & loint Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department
2024

of Electric Locomotives for 02 vears™
JRTTY " - - - - - Estimated Cost (in Rs.) - 1,28.40,462.44, Original | Amendment
th?lellrlgil}lhty pundltlnns, educational qualification, .::Iasslﬁcatmn of seats and el o Chavilation 5 34 ot UTTAR PRADESH STATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY e S Do TR e oo | B e
eligibility to claim such seats hosted on the KEA Website. Earnest Money {in Rs. ) - 2,14,200.00 UPSIDA Complex, A-1/4, Lakhanpur, Kanpur-208021 18:00 hrs. 18:00 hrs.
9) All the admissions and undergraduate Degrees to claim eligibility for admission | [Ty e " Wiy 1eer ub 16| [ Uttar Pradesh Industrial Development Authorty (UPSIDAY is inviting firms/agencies | [Enq o Bid Submission 58.05.2024 at| 29.07.2024 at
to any of the PG courses are subject to approval of the Government / VTU / | |information, minimum cligibility criteria, | |70 Expression of Interest for setting up of Indusrial, Warehousing Logistics, 15:30 hrs. | 15:30 hrs.

Data Centers, IT Parks, Petrol Pump, Schools, Colleges, Multiplex, Hotels,
Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Sports Complex, Shopping Complex, Banquets,
Dharamkanta, Commercial - Retail / Professional Offices for development of
Industrial Areas at various locations in Uttar Pradesh. The EO| document will be
available online on our website : www.onlineupsida.com from 25.05.2024, 11:00 AM

Terms and condition regarding this
e-tender are available at website
www ireps,2ov.in ® Tenderer should
check any correction/corrigendum related
1o this e-tender notice on website before

Detailed NIT and tender documents can be viewed, downloaded and
purchased onling only from 20.06.2024 at 18:00 hrs. to 29.07.2024 at
15:30 hrs. from website www.mptenders.gov.in

Registration in MPPWD is required.

other respective University.
10) Candidates are advised to visit KEA Website: https://kea.kar.nic.in for more
details notification regarding admission rules, eligibility clauses and various

schedules. Sd/- uploading their olfes. ; : PAC can very at the time of uploading of tender document. Any
H. P ADEETRS, N, E. Railway/Loco Shed Gonda onwards. Interested ﬁmTE' [ agencies aralmquastled to send their F?Emn.sﬂ blbyl amendment/corrigendum 'if any’ will be published on website only, will
(H. Prasanna, I1AS) CPROVEL - 43 before 08.08.2024 by 11:59 PM at respective email address as mentionedinthe EOI | |~ LObIBhEd B AW
DIPR/CP/103/2024-25 Executive Director “"Never travel on roof and foot boards' [ SIS -

M.F. Madhyam/114647/2024 MANAGING DIRECTOR

Uttar Pradesh State Industrial Development Authority (UPSIDA)

Av: A

VALY,

Thankfully. The Economic Times has it all mapped out. With
insightful election coverage from journalists who are at the
heart of all the political action, we help you cut through the
clutter and get to the stories that matter.
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Patkar Held Guilty In
Defamation Suit By LG

Reputation Is One Of Most Valuable Assets
A Person Can Possess, Says Magistrate

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court
convicted activist Medha Pat-
karon Friday inadefamation
complaint lodged against her
by VK Saxena, the lieutenant
governor of Delhi.

Saxena had filed the defa-
mation suit as president of
the National Council of Civil
Liberties against the veteran
social activist for her defama-
tory press release against
him in 2000. She had also filed
acaseagainst Saxena for pub-
lishing advertisements aga-
inst her and her organisa-
tion, Narmada Bachao Ando-
lan, Saxena had filed two
othercasesagainst Patkar for
making derogatory remarks
against him on a TV channel
and issuing a defamatory
pressstatement against him.

Metropolitan magistrate
Raghav Sharma said that re-
putation was “oneof themost
valuable assets a person can
possess” because it affected
both personal and professio-
nal relationships and could
significantly impact an indi-
vidual's standing in society
“The accused’s statements,
calling the complainant a co-
ward, not a patriot and alle-
ging his involvement in ha-
wala transactions were not
only defamatory per se but al-
so crafted to incite negative
perceptions,” the court said.

The court convicted Pat-
kar of criminal defamation

LA

¥

AT LOGGERHEADS: Medha Patkar and VK Saxena

File phobos

under which she may be pu-
nished with ajail term of two
vears or fine or both. Argu-
mentson the quantumof sen-
tence will be heard on May 30.

Thecourt considered three
questions while deciding the
matter: whether the press note
was proved to have been issu-
ed by Patkar, whether the
press note made imputations
against Saxena and whether
the activist, by publishing the
imputations, Intended to
harm Saxena'’s reputation.
The metropolitan magistrate
ruled that it was clear Patkar’s
actions were "deliberate and
malicious” and aimed at tar-
nishing the complainant’s re-
putation and had indeed cau-
sed substantial harm to Saxe-
na’s standing and credit in the
eyes of the public. The court
said the activist's accusation
that Saxena had mortgaged
the peopleof Gujarat and their
resources to foreign interests
was a direct attack on his in-
tegrity and public service.

The court noted that Saxe-
na’s testimony, supported by
two court witnesses, demonst-

rated that Patkar's defamato-
Iy statements not only questio-
ned his integrity and patrio-
tism but alsofalsely associated
him with activities contraryto
his public stance. The court
further noted that Patkar had
failed to provide any evidence
to counter these claims or to
show that she hadn't intended
to or foresaw the harm these
imputations would cause.
"The resulting inguiries and
doubts raised among the
complainant’s acquaintances,
as well as the shift in percep-
tion highlighted by the witnes-
ses, underscore the significant
damage to his reputation,” the
metropolitan magistrate said.

Concluding that the we-
ight of the evidence presen-
ted before it had proved be-
vond a reasonable doubt that
Patkar had published the sta-
tement knowing that it would
harm Saxena'’s reputation,
the court said she had com-
mitted defamation and con-
victed her for the offence. Ad-
vocates Gajinder Kumar and
Kiran Jai represented Saxe-
na in the matter.

Inter-caste marriage: Man Kkills brother, 2 others

Mahesh.Buddi@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: A businessman al-
legedly hacked to death his
brother, sister-in-law and
their three-month-oldsonina
Sonipat village on Thursday,
angry with the couple’s inter-
caste marriage. Police said
the infant was in his mother’s
lap when the accused at-
tacked him with a pickup axe.

Mandeep (28), who rents
outexcavatorsat variouspro-
ject sites in Bindhrauli vil-
lage, isonthe run.

Ties with his brother
Amardeep — who was a con-
tractual worker at Sonipat mu-
nicipal corporation — turned

testy three yvears ago when the
vounger one fell in love with a
woman fromanother caste and
married her Three months
ago, Amardeep and his wife
Madhu gave birth to Shivam.
“Madhu was an OBC and
Amardeep a Jat. Ever since he
decided to marry Madhu de-
spite the family's objections,
Mandeep nursed a grudge
against his younger brother, He
would often pick up fights with
the couple over trivial issues,”
said Dharamveer, their father
and anumberdar in the village.
According to Dharam-
veer, he and his wife left for
the cattle shed a few metres
away around 6J30am on

Thursday.

“My younger son, Amar-
deep, was lying in a cot while
his wife and son were inside,
Mandeep was standing next
to his bike, which was parked
nearby,” hesaid.

Dharamveer said that on
his way back, he heard loud
shrieks. “l rushed home and
saw Mandeep leaving on his
bike. He stopped to say he had
killed Amardeep. his wife
and son.,” he added. “I called
out to Madhu, but she did not
respond. I rushed inside and
found her lying on the floor,
which was covered in blood.
Her son was lving injured in
her lap,” Dharamveer added.

Three held for
kidnapping a
11-yr-old boy
for ransom

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Three people. in-
cluding a couple, have been ar-
rested for allegedly kidnap-
ping an 11-vear-old boy for ran-
som and theabducted child has
been rescued from a village in
Uttar Pradesh, police said.

The boy's family informed
police on May 20 that he had
gone missing from near their
house. “Despite efforts, the fa-
mily was unable to locate the
child and feared that he had
been kidnapped. A case under
kKidnappingforransomwasre-
oistered, and teams formed to
solve the case,” a senior police
officer said.

The following day, the boy's
father received three calls
from an unknown number de-
manding Rs 6 lakh ransom for
his release. "During investiga-
tion, the call detail records was
analysed and it was discovered
that the phone had been stolen
from Jahangirpuri about
threeweeks prior,” said Jitend-
ra Meena, DCP (north-west).

Police conducted a recon-
naissance of the area from
where the ransom calls were
being made. “Prioritising the
child's safety, thev devised a
plan to rescue the child first
and then arrest the suspects,”
the DCP said.

“A tip-off was received,
and raids were conducted
wherein suspects Vikram Ku-
mar (28), his wife Namita (30)
and Atul (19), all residents of
Jahangirpuri, were nabbed
from UP. During probe, the co-
uplerevealed that thev had be-
en struggling with business
losses and debt for several ve-
ars. Over the past two months,
they had been planning to kid-
nap achild,” the DCP said,

They observed the child
for 10-15 days, ultimately pur-
chasing a stolen SIM card to
execute their plan. “They
convinced the boy to tell his
parents he was attending a
friend’'s birthday party and
lured him to their home. Na-
mita purchased sedative pills
from a local pharmacy and
mixedthem intoacold drink,
which they gave to the boy
After he fell asleep, Vikram
and Atul took him to Bisal-
pur in Pilibhit on a motorcy-
cle,” the DCP added.

During questioning, the
kKidnappers admitted that
they were inspired by crime
shows "Crime Patrol" and
"Savdhaan India”, police said.

3-yr-old kidnapped, raped
& murdered; accused held

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A three-and-a-
half-yvear-old girl was Kidnap-
ped, raped and murdered by
her neighbour in southwest
Delhi's Kapashera. Thecrime
took place on May 22. The ac-
cused suffered gunshot inju-
ries while attempting to esca-
pe from police custody after
snatching a constable's pis-
tol. The medical board con-
ducting the postmortem con-
firmed rape on Friday.

Police received a police
control room call at 8.51pm on
Wednesday about a person
callingaboutthekidnapof his
daughter by aneighbour. "Her
mother told us that at 6pm, her
daughter was playing in front
of their house. Around that ti-
me, Anil, who lives in the vici-
nity, took the girl with him."
a police officer said.

An extensive search was
carried out to locate Anil and
the girl, but when they co-
uldn’t be found, a case for kid-
napping was registered.
Then, on CCTV footage, poli-
ce saw Anil taking the girl to-
wards a drain at 7.05pm. The
same camera captured him
returning without the girl at
around 7.25pm.

Rohit Meena, DCP (South-
west), asked SHO Naveen Ku-
mar to lead several probe te-
ams. “During the technical in-
vestigation, we found Anil ta-

On interrogation, Anil
confessed to kidnapping
and murdering the girl

and dumping her body ina
marshy drain on the border
of Kapashera with Gurgaon

king a bus to his home city of
Kanpur. We began inspecting
buses headed towards UB Af-
ter numerous searches, we fi-
nally apprehended him on a
bus in Sohna,” Meena said.

On interrogation, Anil
confessed to Kidnapping and
murdering the girl and dum-
ping her body in a marshy
drain on the border of Kapas-
hera with Gurgaon. "Anil led
the police team to the drain
area, marked by dense bushes
and heaps of garbage. After a
search operation lasting for
more than an hour in the
dark, the body wasfinally dis-
covered,” the DCP said.

When in custody, Anil sen-
sed an opportunity to escape
and grabbed the loaded servi-
ce revolver of a policeman.
He fired at the police person-
nel, but the cops fired back in
self-defence. After he was hit
on hisleftleg, the suspect was
rushed toa hospital.

The girl’s family has been
living in rented quarters in
Kapashera for five vears. Kin
revealed that Anil. a labourer
and father of two girls who li-

ved just a few houses away
from their home, was well
knowntothem. They said the
child affectionately called
Anil 'uncle’ and the two fre-
quently plaved together. Anil
and the girl's father often sha-
red meals too.

"On the day of the crime,
when he asked the girl to ac-
company him, she did not re-
fuse because she knew him,”
an officer said. Cops suspect
that the accused assaulted
her and when the girl started
crying loudly, he Killed her to
silence her, “Anil told us that
he smothered her to death,”
the officer said. The post-
mortemreporton Friday con-
firmed this.

A 54-yvear-old relative said
the girl had come to her pa-
rent’s house only 5-6 months
agofrom her maternal grand-
parent’s house, where she li-
ved. The relative added that
when the family had been
frantically looking for the
missing girl, a neighbour in-
formed the mother of seeing
her leave with Anil.

The mother immediately
called Anil, who assured her
that he would return in 10 mi-
nutes. However, it soon beca-
me apparent that Anil had no
intention of coming back and
was, infact, attempting toflee.
“Anil killed our little girl by
submerging her head in the
drain,” the relative alleged.

2mendiein
septic tank on

pvt property

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Two men alleged-
Iy died of suffocation while
cleaning a septic tank at a pri-
vate residence in southeast
Delhi’s Old Jasola village on
Friday. Police have booked the
property owner

According to a senior offi-
cer, the police control roomre-
ceived a call about the fall at
1.07pm. “A team rushed to the
spot and found that the two
men were hired to clean the
septictank. They wereusinga
tractor tank for the task. The
men entered the septic tank to
fix a malfunctioning wvalve
and soon fell unconscious,”
the officer said.

Afireservice team wascal-
led to the spot. Both the vie-
tims were brought out of the
tank and taken to a hospital,
where they were declared bro-
ught dead, said police.

The cops said the septic
tank cleaning was arranged
by Igbal Singh, who is at
large. Oneof the deceased has
been identified as 60-year-old
Rajprakash Singh, who was
the driver of the tractor
The identity of the second
victim is still being verified,
said police.

A case has been registe-
red and further investiga-
tions are under way to verify
the details. Teams have also
been formed to locate and
apprehend Igbal.

SC upholds decades-old acquisition
of land by DDA, DSIIDC and DMRC

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a huge fillip to
residential, infrastructure
and Metroprojects planned in
the national Capital, Supre-
me Court has upheld acquisi-
tion of huge tractsof land bet-
ween 1957 and 2006 by Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA, Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (DSIIDC)
and Delhi Metro Corporation,
which were declared to have
lapsed by Delhi High Court.

A bench of Justices Surva
Kant, Dipankar Datta and Uj-

jal Bhuvan, in its May 17 judg-

ment which was uploaded on
Friday, okaved the acquisition
of land over 50 vears from 1957
under the Land Acquisition

Act, 1894, The HC had followed
the Land Acquisition Act, 2013,
which provides that land acqu-
isition proceedings initiated
under the earlier regime wo-
uld be deemed to have lapsed in
certain cases, including when
compensation was not paid or
possession wasnot taken.

The court allowed hund-
reds of appeals by DDA, DSI-
IDCand DMRCagainstHC or-
ders and upheld acquisition
under the 1894 Act. It directed
the authorities “to take phy-
sical possession of the lands
falling under the category
where compensation amount
has either been deposited in
the treasury or in reference
court, and continue uninter-
ruptedly to complete the pub-
lic infrastructure projects”.

Writing the 113-page judg-

ment, Justice Kant said, “This
will, however, not preclude the
respondents (land owners)
from recovery of the compen-
sation amount, if not already
paid or to the extent it is not pa-
id, along with interest and
other statutory benefits under
the 1894 Act.”

In cases where land owners
allegedly suppressed facts, the
SC directed HC to constitute a
dedicated bench to inquire in-
to the facts relating to the land
which was the subject matter
of the writ petitions and adju-
dicate it expeditiously.

In cases where land was
acquired but possession was
not taken or compensation
was not paid to the owners,
the SC permitted authorities
to initiate fresh land acquisi-
tion proceedings within a ve-

ar, that is by July 31, 2025, and
pay compensation as per law.

Ordinarily, such land sho-
uld have gone back to the ow-
ners but the court kept in mind
the public interest involved in
infrastructure projects and de-
velopment of residential areas
in Delhi while allowing initia-
tion of fresh acquisition proce-
edings under the 2013 law. The
SC said it would be beneficial
to land owners as compensa-
tion would be at the prevailing
market rate.

The SC said that though
the land was acquired, many
owners continued to use it for
agricultural purposes, hence
there was no need for social
impact assessment study or
development of alternative
multi-crop, irrigated agricul-
tural land priortoacquisition.
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Government of India
Department of Alomic Energy
General Services Organisation

Recruitment Section Kalpakkam — 603 102)

Advertisement No. GS0O/03/2024

General Services Organisation, Department of Alomic Energy, Kalpakkam conducts walk-in-Interview for
filling up of the following posts on locum basis ( purely temporary) as detailed below:-

22

S.No | Name of the post Number of posts
neral ical Officer I ical
1 i et o sy Mekel o7 (seven
2 | Nurse/A 06 (Six)
3 | Pharmacist/B 05 (Five)
4 | Scientific Assistant/B (Medical Lab Technician) |01 (One)
8 | scientific Assistant'B (Radiography) 01 (One)

Last date for receipt of application by email is : 30.05.2024 (upto 16.00 hrs)
For further details and application format, please visit Web site:www.igcar.gov.in/gsofrecruitment.html,

Administrative Officer-lll (Rectt.)

Government of India

Government of India

New Delhi-110001, India.

Ministry of Fetmlat-ﬁi and Natural Gas

Bid closing date 15.07.2024
Additional Secretary (Exploration)

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas
Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road

Notice Inviting Offers for Special
DSF Bid Round-2024

Bangal.

Companies, either alone or in consortium of
unincorporated or incorporated Joint ventures, may bid

Important Timelines:
Launch Date 28.05.2024 for one or more Blocks,
Bid start Date 28.05.2024

Invitation offer for three (3) Blocks under Special
Discovered Small Field (DSF) Bid Round 2024.

Companies are invited to bid for development and
monetization of three (3) blocks of which two (2) are
discovered small fields, located in Mumbai offshore
and one (1) is discovered CBM block, located in West

Booklets of Notice Inviting Offer (NIO) giving details of
blocks on offer, their location, terms & conditions of
offering and Model Revenue Sharing Contract (MRSC)
will be made available free of cost by 28.05.2024 on
websites of Ministry of Petroleum & Matural Gas,
Government of India https://mopng.gov.in/ and
Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH)

Phone : 91-11-23381832; Fax: 91-11-23383100 http://dghindia.gov.in/,

ISER

wW Ok W O & M M W

ey Rer Ben oF SrqEee
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH BERHAMPUR

An Autonomous Institution of the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India

T TR

No: NT-02/2024

[ Recruitment Notice for Non-Teaching Positions |

Dated :29.04.2024

mentioned against each; -

Opening date for submission of online application: 0900 hrs. of May 27, 2024
Closing date of submission of online application: 1730 hrs. of June 26, 2024
Crucial date for calculation of age/qualification/experience: June 26, 2024

The Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Berhampur, an Institute of National Importance,
established by the Ministry of Education, Government of India, in order to promote higher scientific leaming and
research as well as scientific exploration at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels of education and to
create scientists and academicians of the highest quality invites ONLINE applications from eligible Indian
nationals to fill-up the following sanctioned regular posts as per the reservation and mode of recruitment

Pay Level | mMode of |Vertical Reservation| Horizontal | Total
“5’ Position Group|(as per Tth recr‘:.litﬂmint Reservation|No. of
0.

CPC) UR|SC|ST|OBCEWS| PWD | posts

1 [Assistant Engineer (Civil)] g 7 —_— 01|00|00l oo | oo 0o 01

1
Technical Assistant Racruitment
2 (Physical Sciences) B 6 ) 01|00|00| OO0 | 00 00 01
Total| 02 (00 (00| OO | OO o0 02

MNote: The candidales are required to apply through ONLINE process only. Please visil Institute website
www.iiserbpr.ac.in for submission of online application and full text of the advertisement for all other details
regarding age relaxation, probation, recruitment rules etc.

Registrar

KUTOMAA TOPFAY OLN
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COOKIN STYLE
WITH
BIG SAVINGS

INDIA'S

MOST

TRUSTED
KITCHEN
BRAND

TRA'S BREND TRUST REPDHET

KITCHEN APPLIANCES

Toll free: 1800 4197 333

TRADE ENQUIRY: PUNJAB ANANDA SINHA 9988229197, HP/JK SACHIN SHARMA
9009778181, HARYANA/NCR SHAKTI BATHLA 8816007773, CHANDIGARH AMAN SAINI
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NO STEPS TAKEN BY MAHARASHTRA GOVT TO

SIDDA RECALLS FAILED ‘LOVE STORY’, SAYS
GIRL REJECTED HIM BECAUSE OF HIS CASTE

Porsche teen’s dad tried to make Mother’s live-in partner gets death for
killing actor Laila Khan, 5 relatives in 2011

driver take crash blame: Pune CP

2 Cops Suspended For Dereliction Of Duty In Initial Hours Of Probe

Asseem Shaikh | i

Pune: After a teenager who
had partied at two pubs in the
city rammed his Porsche Tay-
can into a bike around 2.30am
Sunday, killing two techies,
his builder father attempted
to show that a driver, and not
the teenager, was at the wheel
at the time of the accident,
Pune police commissioner
Amitesh Kumar said Friday
“We will invoke TPC Section
201 (causing disappearance of
evidence of offence) against
the father,” Kumar said.

The builder's family driv-
er had initially given a state-
ment that he was driving the
car, but when confronted
again on Thursday with evi-
dence, he claimed that his em-
ployer had asked him to take
the blame and was told that he
would be well taken careof in
exchange, ACP (crime) Shai-
lesh Balkawade told T'OI.

‘ - k) l" ¥ I -

SILENT TRIBUTE: People take part in a vigil in Pune on Friday to pay
condolences to the two software engineers killed after being knocked
down by a speeding Porsche early on Sunday

Kumar admitted that an
inquiry found lapses on the
part of police in the initial
hours of investigation. pri-
marily in referring the teen-
ager fora blood test. Rajendra
Jagdale, officiating inspector
in charge of Yerawada police
station, and assistant inspec-
tor Vishwanath Todkar were
suspended on Friday for dere-
liction of duty, ACP (east re-
gion) Manoj Patil said.

“The teen was sent to Sas-
soon  general hospital
around 9am and his blood
sample was collected at
11lam,” Kumar said. “A sec-
ond sample was collected at
another hospital between
7pm and 8 pm for DNA pro-
filing. Both samples were
later sent to FSL and a report
1sawaited.”

The first FIR, mentioning
I[PC Sec 304-A (causing death

No driving licence
till he turns 25: RTO

P une's RTO will fine parents
of the minorinvolvedin
the Porsche crash Rs 25,000
anddeny himadriving licence
till heis 25, according to
Sections199(A) and 199A (5)
of the Motor Vehicles Act,
reports Joy Sengupta. RTO is
also looking to cancel the
temporary registration of the
car fora year.

bv rash and negligent driv-
ing), was registered at 8.26am.
“Around 11am, we added the
more stringent Sec 304 (culpa-
ble homicide), and this had
nothing to do with the public
outrage,” Kumar said.

The case is not solely
standing on the blood sample
report but alsoon IPC Sec 304
(conduct and knowledge), he
said, adding that a water-
tight case is being prepared.

Lured with promise of jobs in Thailand, 20
Indians forced into slavery in Myanmar: Kin

30 Indians rescued from Cambodia

wenty five Indian nationals ensnared in a job scam were

rescued from a location known as Jinbei-4 in Cambodia on
May 20 and are being flown to Vishakhapatnam.

The rescue operation, which was carried out with the
cooperation of Cambodian authorities, follows the recent
repatriation of 60 Indian nationals similarly rescued from
fraudulent employers in Cambodia. ami

Krishna Chaudhary
@timesgroup.com

Meerut: Twenty Indian la-
bourers, promised jobs in
Thailand, have been enslaved

- in Myanmar
and are seek-
Ing assistance
from MEA to
secure  their
release. Some
of their fam-
ilvy members confirmed this
to TOI on Friday and said
they have jointly taken it up
with Pradeep Chaudhary,
BJP MP from Kairana who
has in turn written to exter-
nal affairs minister § Jaish-
ankar., Two videos, pur-
portedly shot by one of the

workers, have now emerged
on social media showing
their plight in Myanmar. In
a chilling sequence, one of
them says, “A person has
died and a girl is battling se-
vere head injuries”.

The workers, lured by an
agent based in Dubai, are now
being held “captive in Myan-
mar, where they are exploited
every day”. Kuldeep Kumar,

one of the “captives”, shared
the two videos describing
their suffering and display-
ing injuries inflicted on his
fellow workers, pleading for
the Centre’s intervention. He
warned they might resort to
desperate measures if help
does not arrive soon. In an 83-
second video, Kuldeep said
the workers were forced to
work 18 hours a day and given

two bowls of rice. “If we re-
fuse, we are beaten and forced
torun 10 km as punishment.”
His brother Rahul Kumar
told TOI, “Kuldeep secretly
recorded these videos with a
hidden phone. He left Saha-
ranpur on April 22, travelling
then from Delhi to Bangkok.
From there, he was taken to
Mae Sot airport, a stone’s
throw from the border, blind-
folded and taken to a forest in
Myanmar, They were forced
into slavery and made to work
inanonlinefraud operation.”
Chaudhary told TOI, “1
have spoken to MEA officials,
who informed me that they
have some leads from the Indi-
an embassy in Myanmar, We
will soon have them back.”

TACKLE DROUGHT, SAYS SHARAD PAWAR

Ananya Sarda | TuN

Mumbai: Deeming the “un-
provoked and unjustified”
elimination of an entire fam-
ily of six as extremely grotes-
que, revolting, barbaric, sav-
age and cold-blooded, a ses-
sions court on Friday sen-
tenced 48-vear-old J&K native
Parvez Tak to death for the
2011 murders of his live-in
partner, Shelina Patel, her
four children, including ac-
tor Laila Khan, and aniece,
“The act of the accused
has resulted in eliminating
the whole family of the de-
ceased Shelina Patel. The act
is without justification or
provocation. The murders
certainly involved exception-
aldepravity onthe part of the
accused. The act of the ac-
cused is not only barbaric but
also inhuman of the highest
degree. The offence has cer-
tainly shocked the collective
conscience of the society
Therefore, in my view, the
case falls in the category of
rarest-of-rare cases,” Judge

Laila Khan and family went
missing from Mumbai in Feb 2011

Sachin Balvant Pawar said.
In a 250-odd-page judg-
ment, the sessions court ob-
served that while the motive
was not clearly established,
the fact that the victims were
lastseenalivein Tak's compa-
ny a dav before their murder
was clinching evidence to
draw inferencethat he was in-
volved in the offence.
Commencing the judg-
ment, the judge said this case
showcases a totally barbaric
act of a human being in mod-
ern civilised society, “...Keep-
ing in mind the magnitude
and enormity of the crime as
well as the ghastly nature of
the offence, in my opinion,

the accused is liable to suffer
the maximum punishment...
as imposition of life impris-
onment would not be the ade-
quate punishment to sub-
serve the cause of justice... 1
come to the conclusion that
the accused deserves to be
awarded the death penalty,”
the judge concluded.

On May 9, the judge had
found Tak guilty of murder
and destruction of evidence
and adjourned the matter for
hearing arguments on the
quantum of sentence. The six
bodies were discovered a vear
after the murderburied ina pit
at their Igatpuri farmhouse.
The case came to be filed after
Laila, her mother Shelina, sib-
lings Azmina, Imran and Zara,
and cousin, Reshma Khan,
went missing from Mumbai in
Feb 2011, after which her bio-
logical father Nadir Shah Pa-
tel filed a missing complaint
with Oshiwara police. The 41
withesses were examined by
Ujiwal Nikam, BJP’s Mumbai
North-Central Lok Sabha
nominee, who resigned as spe-
cial public prosecutor from the

case just a few days before the
verdict was pronounced.

Accepting newly appoint-
ed public prosecutor Pankaj
Chavan’s submissions that
the casefell intothe “rarest of
rare” category, an essential
component to award the
death sentence, the judge also
said that Tak stayed with the
victims as a family member
for a considerable period and
was in a position of dom-
inance and trust. “He has
committed the offence by tak-
ing disadvantage of the said
position. It is certainly one of
the aggravating circum-
stances,” the judge said.

The judge further said the
execution of the act indicates
that these were cold-blooded
murders, after commission
of which the accused cold-
heartedly and meticulously
planned screening of evi-
dence, which remained unno-
ticed for almost 17 months.

The judge also said that
the offence proved against
the accused is of high magni-
tude and enormity as it in-
volves multiple murders.

~ ‘Gupta brothers of SA held for

FTIl student’s

short film bags

Cannes award

Pune: ‘Sunflowers were the
firstonestoknow,' afilm made
by a student of FTII in Pune,
won the first prize at the La
Cinef category of the 77th
Cannes Film Festival on Fri-
day, reports Aditi Shekar.

The film won the first prize
among 18 shorts selected from
2,263 entries by 555 film schools
all over the world. It is a 15min-
ute Kannada short-film based
on a folklore from Karnataka
and directed by doctor-turned
filmmaker Chidanand Naik.
The first prize carries a grant
of Rsl3.blakh. “..This is the
first time a film by a student
from a one-yvear television
courseof FTIIwonat the presti-
gious Cannes Film Festival,”
the institute said.

Kalyan.Das@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Police on Friday
arrested Anil Kumar Gupta
and Ajay Kumar Gupta, also
referred to as the “Gupta
brothers of South Africa”,
on charges of abetment of
suicide, The arrest comes af-
ter a prominent Dehradun-
based builder, Satinder
Singh Sawhney (52), named
them in a suicide note. He
jumped off the terrace of a
seven-floor apartment com-
plex on Friday morning.
Originally hailing from
Saharanpur, the Guptafamily
had gained notoriety for their
extensive business ventures
in South Africa where they
were accused of large-scale

corruption. A few years ago,
the family's involvement in a
significant peolitical seandal
in the country, involving pres-
ident Jacob Zuma, had made
headlines across the globe.

The family had also
stirred controversy by host-
ing weddings of two of their
children in the environmen-
tally fragile Auli in Garhwal
Himalayas in 2019, The wed-
dings, said to have cost Rs 200
cr, left behind a trail of gar-
bage in the eco-sensitive ar-
ea. Following the controver-
sy in South Africa, the fam-
ily came to India.

The builder's suicide note,
addressed to PM Modi and Ut-
tarakhand CM  Pushkar
Singh Dhami, accused the

abetting Doon builder’s suicide

brothers of “coercion and in-
terference in his projects.”

Police sources said Saw-
hney had accused Anil and
Ajay of “threatening himand
his business pariner to hand
oVer two major construction
projects in the city”. These al-
legations were reiterated in
both the suicide note reco-
vered by authorities and a for-
mal complaint lodged by Saw-
hnev'sson, Ranbir

sawhney had lodged a
complaint with the police on
May 16 as well, which was un-
der investigation. The two ac-
cused will be brought before a
local court on Saturday morn-
ing, and further action will be
taken thereafter,” Dehradun
SSP Ajal Singh said.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to notify that the followi
are the owners for Fiat No. A-1107,
Freehold Built-up Flat Bearing
No.A=1/102, on First Floor, OF Milan
Vihar Co-operative Group
Huu5|n2q Society Ltd., Built on Plot
No.7TZ, Known as Milan
Apartments, |.P. Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-110092,
Comprising Of Four Bedrooms,
cum DOrawing Dining Room, One
Kitchen, Four Toilets/Bathrooms
& Balconyls) etc. against
Membership No.511 with the
ociet
(1) Smt. Neelima Kumar Wio Late
Dharam Yir Kumar
(2) Shri Rohit Dharam Kumar S/o
Late Dharam Vir Kumar
(3} Shri Mohit Dharamvir Kumar S/o
Late Dharam Vir Kumar
In case of concerns or
clarifications please directly write
to rdkmr@hotmail.com

Manish Goyal [Advocate)
En. No, D/5395/2019
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[CHANGE OF NAME |

L, AMIT EUMAR GOEL/AMIT
RUMARAMIT GOEL 540 Sh.
Ramesh Chand Gupta born on
10-10-1979 residing at 1/7331
East Gorakh Park. Shahdara.
Delhi-110052, have educational
certificates in these names. |
have changed my name (o
AMIT KUMAR GOEL vide
affidavil dated 21052024 befors
Motary, Mazma Khan at
Mumbai, India

I, Rashi Khandelwal, W/o
Puneet Gupta R/o 1/6362, Gali
MNo. 4, Easit Rohtash MNagar.
Shahdara, Delhi 110032, hereby
declare that Rashi and Rashi
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‘Heatwave health impacts can be life-threatening

— adjust your activities to help your body cope’

Gaurab Basu is a physician and assistant professor at Harvard Medical School. Speaking to
Srijana Mitra Das at Times Evoke, he discusses why heatwaves are such a threat to human health:

How does heat impact the body?

B Almost all working svstems in our
bodies are affected by severe heat
— this is particularly true when
extreme heat comes with high
humidity. Heat events can increase
the risks of heart
attacks, strokes
and premature la-
bour or low birth
weight for expect-
ant parents. These
episodes are espe-
cially dangerous
for people who already have under-
lying health issues like coronary
artery disease, diabetes and respira-
tory illnesses — they, the elderly and
children are verv vulnerable. Also,
the body must cool down at night
and reset from compensating to
diffuse severe heat through such
days — but in this era of climate
change, we're seeing the body unable
to rest properly at night. This creates
other issues as well like impacted
cognitive functioning, depression,
anxiety etc., all correlating at higher
rates during heatwaves.

Humans are warm-blooded beings —
50, why aren’t we able to adapt to
hotter conditions?

® The change in temperature from
baseline is very concerning. At base-
line, India is a warm country — so,
vou could argue people living in
India have mostly acclimated to hot
temperatures. But when you have
these severe heatwaves — often with

humidity — our body must compen-
sate from what it 1s used to. That is
a huge challenge. It is critical for our
body’s functioning that temperature
remains in a very narrow spectrum
— our system can't go up or down
too much in temperature without
facing consequences, Anyvone who's
suffered a fever due to infection

GLOBAL BOILING: THE HEAT IS TRULY ON 40N

As data courtesy IMD (Ministry of Earth Sciences,
GOI) shows (R), heatwave days, coming with climate 35y |
change, will intensify in May 2024 over many regions

knows how bad they felt with even
a one centigrade increase. Our body
works very hard tomaintain a stable
core temperature — to dissipate
heat, it changes our blood flow,
moving blood away from some
organs towards others. It sweats,
bringing blood flow
to our skin and dis-
penses heat thus,
Our heart also works
much harder to
boost blood flow dur-
ing heat events — increasing the
oxygen within us can compensate
for heat. But if the heart or kidneys
don't work well, it becomes much
harder to do this. Also, if it's so hot
that vour body can't keep up and
release enough heat, it increases
insideus and causes heat stress, The
maost severe version of this is heat-
stroke — when your body can't
release heat, that causes inflamma-
tion within. Our blood vessels open
up and enzymes can't work properly.
Our organs start to get damaged and
could even fail. When people come
to hospital with heatstroke thus, we
must treat it as life-threatening.

Is there a figure in terms of the human
tolerance of heat, beyond which
things get dangerous?

B That number differs for different
people —a heat condition which has
a mild impact on one person could
be very dangerous for an elderly
person or someong with underlying
health issues. While the number is
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variable from person to person, the
good news 1s, we can now accurately
predict when these heatwaves are
coming upon us — it's key to begin
protective preparations early on,
decrease heat exposure, drink
enough water, rest in cool areas and
have someone to call
if people don't feel
well, We cannot go
about our day-to-day
functioning during a
heatwave —we must
adjust our activities to take care of
our body in such conditions.

What are your recommendations to
administrations to reduce the health
damage heatwaves can cause?
® This involves a systems level as it
is also an issue of equity or fairness.
Many people with fewer resources
are most exposed — individuals
labouring outdoors, those who don't
have indoor cooling systems and the
poorest people face the highest risk
of heat exposure. We need policies
established to protect them.
Awareness is central — India has
a very successful community health
worker model. Such people can go
door-to-door or organise community
gatherings to explain the impacts of
heat on health, Clinics, community
health centres, etc., must offer
adequate information. Cities also
need increased tree canopies and
shade to protect people from heat.
Some studies suggest painting roof-
tops a white shade can help deflect

70E  T5E

95E  100E

80E 85E 90E
some heat, which is something
administrations should explore.

[ also see heat evolving to become
an important area of medical atten-
tion. I'm in charge of a curriculum
at Harvard which teaches students
the impacts of climate change on
health — heat is a core part of it.
We've created a heat screening tool
and students are learning how to
give patients good counsel and med-
ical management to navigate heat.
This is all about awareness — we
need doctors, nurses and health pro-
fessionals to understand the poten-
tial damage and counsel thoroughly
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IN PEAK HEAT: Building needs policy

Heatwaves are increasing and
will continue to intensify — they can
cause severe health issues and loss-
es of life. Along with other nations,
India should identify climate change
as a driver of these increasingly
dangerous heatwaves and shun
fossil fuels — these are stoking
extreme temperatures on the planet.

Dear Times Evoke,

| commend TE's interview with
Peter Singer (18" May) on animal
suffering. His insights truly prompt
us to reflect on our treatment of
non-human animals. Let’s create a
world where all beings, regardless
of species, can live free lives
without suffering cruelty. Thank
you, TE, for your commitment to
meaningful journalism.

Times Evoke literally sends its
readers on a soul-searching
exercise which sparks a million
questions, answered through TE!
‘The Beautiful & The Damned' TE
editorial was a fine article. Peter
Singer on why humans eating
animals is so problematic was also
such an eye-opener.

- Usha Ganesh, Pune

| was very moved reading TE on
speciesism. For the sake of animals
and ourselves, we must eat less or
no meat. It was well pointed out
that our violence towards animals
is a form of slavery that nobody
speaks about in those terms. Thank
you for your compassion and
activism for the voiceless, TE.

- Sameer Chiopra, Delh

TE's facts on cruelty to animals
were absolutely heart-wrenching
to read. Like us, birds and animals
also experience feelings like fear,
sadness and happiness but we are
50 insensitive about this. Animals
and birds have as much right to live
as we do. We must treat them the
way we'd like to be treated. Thank
you for this beautiful feature, TE.

— Subir Mahanta, Mumbai
While the consumption and
exploitation of non-human animals
is ingrained in human history,

TE's articles carefully explored

its scientific and behavioural
nuances. TE presented one of the
most compelling arguments I've
encountered against animal cruelty.

— Roshna Sivakumar, Vellore

Share your thoughts at:
timesevoke@timesgroup.com
Read Times Evoke online at:
www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
india/times-evoke

NSA: Like defence

forces, CAPFs too
need ‘jointness’

‘Will Help Save
Money, Bring
Homogeneity’

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval on Friday
pitched for securing the fron-
tiers on the northern and
1 western  side
| by using tech-
nology as a
force-multi-
plier and en-
hancing en-
cagement with
the border residents., while
stressing the crucial link be-
tween safe bordersand India's
goal of becoming a $10-trillion
economy in the next 10 vears.
Delivering the annual Rus-
tomji lecture at the BSF's 21st
Investiture Ceremony, Doval
also floated the idea of “joint-
ness” among different central
armed police forces (CAPFs),
wherein they can interchange
roles like border-cuarding and
internal security etc, given
they have similar training,
equipment and command
structures. “It is not only for
saving money but shall bring
about greater homogeneity
(among CAPFs),"” he stated.
Clarifying that he was
throwing up the idea of inte-
roperability among the cen-

tral forces in his capacitvasa
former police officer and not
as NSA, Doval said that it has
already been operationalised
asregards the defence forces.
“We have a huge (CAPF)
foree altogether. They have al-
s0 got the same types of inter-
mingling duties at many plac-
es, whether it's procurement,
communications, training,
standardisation,” he said. “In
defence forces, they are think-
ing of theatre commands...
joint command of the theatre,
where one officer from the Air
Force is probably controlling
Army and Navy units for the
domain,” he underlined.
While recalling Modi govt's
emphasis on border security
in the past 10 years, he recalled
how the PM spends every Di-
wali at the farthest frontiers,
meeting officials of BSF, ITBP
and Army units posted there.
Also, the PM's personal inter-
est has ensured that governors
of border states and cabinet
ministers visit border areas.
Citing how Israel recently
managed tothwart49% of the
missile attacks from Iran due
to technology, Doval pitched
for major technological inno-
vations to make the borders
impregnable with round-the-
clock and reliable systems.
Stating that India must not al-
low vulnerability of its bor-
ders to retard its growth tra-
jectory as an economic power,
he said BSF needs to be the
best rather than the biggest.

Farmer’s son from UP bags
Prez’s gold medal at NDA

Sandip.Dighe@timesgroup.com

Pune: The last two days have
been unprecedented for Ravin-
dra Gupta, father of Shobit
who won the Prez’s gold medal
for securing the top spot in the
merit list for the National De-
fence Academy’s 146th course.

A marginal farmer from
Dhuvla Karimnagar in UP's
Shahjahanpur district, Ravin-
dra told TOI: “I never imag-
ined he would be the gold med-
allist of the academy.”

“I own a small farm and
earn a meagre income from

poultry. I, irrespective of cir-
cumstances, wanted to pro-
vide the best education my son
could get. So I borrowed mon-
ey to fund his private hostel so
he could prepare for Sainik
School. All our efforts have
proven worthwhile,” he said.
shobit went on to study
studied at Sainik School in Sat-
ara. He attributed his success
to the school for motivating
him to join the NDA. Silver
medallist Manik Tarun and
bronze medallist Anni Nehra
camefrom Army backgrounds
and studied in Sainik schools.

é e Trater aiferesrd, et
'&(/"' Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi

OLD ST. STEPHEN'S COLLEGE BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006.

HELPLINE NO. 1800-111-400, Call Centre No. 1950
Website: www.ceodelhi.gov.in
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2.

3.
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GENERAL ELECTION TO LOK SABHA 2024-NCT OF DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE

ATTENTION: VOTERS WITH DISABILITY

Voters with disability have equal rights at par with other voters to come out and vote. Kindly note and avail the
facilities / administrative arrangements made to assist you in casting your vote:
Voters with disability are to be given priority for entering the polling station, without having to wait in the queue.
Seamless access for wheelchairs by providing ramps of adequate slope, wherever required and clear space for

movement within the polling room till the voting compartment

Election Rule, 1961).

with disability and for providing necessary support to them.

concerned ROs, upto Polling Station and back.

If due to disability, an elector is unable to vote on his/her own; the Presiding Officer shall permit the elector
to take a companion of not less than 18 years of age to the voting compartment (preferably a relative) for
recording the vote on his/her behalf and in accordance with his/her wishes. (Reference: Rule 49 N, Conduct of

Staff on Polling duty including Police Personnel are trained & sensitized about the special needs of the voters

Volunteers are being deployed at polling locations to assist the voters with disability.
Wheelchairs are being provided at polling stations for convenience of PWD Electors.
Pick & Drop Facility is being provided for PwDs and Senior Citizen (aged more than 85 years) Electors by

MNodal Officers have been specially appointed in all districts for assisting voter with disability.

Details of Nodal Officers for PwD and Pick & Drop facility for Seven (07) Parliamentary Constituencies in NCT
of Delhi for General Elections to Lok Sabha 2024 are as under:

PC PC Name Details of PwD Nodal Officer Details of Pick & Drop Pick & Drop
No. (Name, Mobile, E-mail) Nodal Officer Control Room No.
(Name, Mobile)
1 |CHANDNI Sh. Kapil Kohli Sh. Kapil Kohli 011-20872028
CHOWK 8368079252 8368079252

nodalofficerpwdpc01@amail.com

2 |NORTH-EAST

Sh. Suresh Chand

Sh. Suresh Chand

011-22132054

DELHI 9868282971 9868282971
pwdpcl2@amail.com
3 |EAST DELHI Sh. Sunil Kumar Bhardwaj Sh. Sunil Kumar 1800-11-1406
9968854845 Bhardwaj 011-22010004
|loffi @gmail. 9968854845
4 |NEW DELHI Ms. Rashmi Manchanda Sh. Hom Karan 011-23075139
9911325330 9015753972

pwd.no.|s2024@gmail.com

5 |NORTH WEST

Sh. Rakesh Dahiya 9868810716

Sh. Rakesh Dahiya

1800-11-1401

DELHI (SC) nodalofficerpwd05@gmail. com 9868810716 011-20896360

Sh. Dharmendra Prasad Sh. Dharmendra
9818184564 Prasad
nodalofficerpwd05@gmail.com 9818184564

6 |WEST DELHI| |Sh. Saurabh Kumar 8982595027 Sh. Saurabh Kumar 011-25107440
nodalofficerpwd08@gmail.com 8982595027

7 | SOUTH DELHI | Sh. Piyush Kumar Mudgal Sh. Ravi Ekka 011-20860811
9887624255 9667517334

districtelectionsouth

mail.com

For any assistance/clarification, please contact above mentioned Nodal officer of your PC
KINDLY COME OUT AND CAST YOUR VOTE IN LARGE NUMBERS ON 25.05.2024

%

e

b E s R e

(between 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM)

Sd/- (Mukesh Rajora)
(Joint Chief Electoral Officer - I, Delhi)

For Voting, your name in the Electoral roll is mandatory

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0066/24-25

Our Beloved Mother
Smt. Saroj Goenka

altained the Lotus Feet of the Lord
in peace and dignity, just the way she lived.

29 Angust 1929 - 24 May 2024

HHA] WE Hgal AeTSi Al THERE |
HHTwy g o wioen foarsE 7

Be aware of Me alwavs, adore Me, make every act an
offering 1o Me, and you shall come to Me; this | promise,

TaYAIgsg 518G 0T 997 |
g @ gEuraEn Aefents 51 g

Abandon all supports and look 1o me for protection.
| shall purify you from the sins of the past; do nol grieve,

Bhagovad Giti, Yorse 65 & 66, Chapter 1B

Please join us as we celebrate Amma’s life at the prayer meeting
on Sunday, 26 May 2024, 2 PM 1o 4 PM at the Express Estate residence.

Loving daughters Arati, Ritu, Kavita

and the whole family.

Please respect the family’s privacy.
All home visits and calls only al the prayer meeting.
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SC stays Uttarakhand HC
ambitious relocation plan

HC Wants Plot For Bldg With 7,000 Lawyer Chambers

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Friday stayved Uttarak-
hand high court’s ambitious
order that had rejected a 26-
acre plot at Haldwani for relo-
cation of the overcrowded HC

complex at Nainital
and sought an appro-
priate site from the
statetoconstructanew
HC building with 7,000
chambers for lawvers.
Appearing for Utta-

rakhand HC Bar Association,
advocate P B Suresh with
counsel Vipin Nair took a pre-
liminary yet potent objection
to the jurisdiction and power
of the HC to direct shifting of
principal seat, which
can only be ordered by the
President after Parliament

HC's

at different places in a state
with prior approval of the
governor concerned. As Cen-
trethrough 8§G Tushar Mehta
supported the bar associ-
ation’s plea, the bench stayed
the May 8 order of the HC.
The stay from SC comes
two days before the May 26

i

passes a bill to that effect.

Beforeavacation benchof
Justices P § Narasimha and
sanjay Karol, they argued
that HC had power to create
circuitor permanent benches

hearing before a HC
bench of Chief Justice
Ritu Bahri and Justice
Rakesh Thaplival,
which had directed the
state chief secretary to
locate suitable land for
establishment of HC com-
plex, residential accommoda-
tions for judges, judicial offi-
cersand staff, conference hall,
chambers for at least 7,000
lawvers, canteen, parking
space, along with good medi-
cal facilities. SC has provided
for 700-0dd lawvers chambers,

“This exercise shall be
completed by the chief secre-
tary within a month and sub-
mitareporttothe HC by June
7." 1t had said, while asking
HC registrar generaltoputin

| —

motion a poll to seek opin-
ions of lawvers and litigants
ondesirability of shiftingthe
HC complex from Nainital.
The state had allotted 26-
acre land at Golapur in Hald-
waniforshifting the HC com-
plex. Finding the land to be
surrounded by forest, which
formed 75% of allotted land,
the CJ-led bench had said the
HC “does not want to uproot
any of the trees to make a
new HC.” The bench had
asked the state to allot a suit-
ablesite at some other place.
Before SC, HC bar associ-
ation in its plea through Vi-
nod Khannasaid the HC could
not have ordered for an opin-
ion poll as “only Parliament
or Centre could decide on es-
tablishment of a principal
henchof aHC inastate.” How-
ever, bar association of Deh-
radunsupported the HC order
and requested SC not to inter-
fere with itas the HC complex
15 congested, making it diffi-
cult for lawvers, litigants and
judges to function properly.

EAM: Karnataka plea to
cancel Prajwal passport

received only on May 21

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Foreign minister
S Jaishankar said on Friday
the MEA had received a re-
quest from Karnataka for
cancellation of JD(S) MP
Prajwal Revanna’ spasspn}rl
only on May 21 and
the ministry had acted
immediately on it.

A show-cause no-
tice has been served to

the suspended MP
seeking to know why
his diplomatic passport

shouldn’t be cancelled in light
of allegationsof sexual abuse
against him. Govt sources
gald this was in line with
the Passports Act regulations
for cancellation of passport.
Govt sources had said
Thursday the request was be-
ing processed. The notice was
sent tothe official email of Re-
vanna, who is believed to be
in Germany. “To impound a
passport is governed by an
act called the Passports Act.
We need a judicial court or a
police request to do so. MEA
got this request from Karna-

taka only on May 21,” Jaish-
ankartold news agency ANI.
“We immediately acted
on it. On 23rd of May... we
have tofollow a certain proce-
dure and the procedure is ini-
tiated,” the minister added.
Sources said the MEA is
undertaking the proc-
ess to cancel his
diplomatic passport
under provisions of
the Passports Act of
1967. If the passport is
cancelled, Revanna's
sta}r abroad will be illegal
and he may face legal action
by authorities in the coun-
try he is staving, a person fa-
miliar with the matter said.
On Wednesday, Karnata-
ka CM Siddaramaiah wrotea
second letter tothe PMurging
him to take “prompt and nec-
essary” action to cancel Praj-
wal's diplomatic passport.
The SIT set up by Karna-
taka govt to probe the sexual
abusechargesagainst Revan-
nawroteto MEA tocancel his
diplomatic passport after an
arrest warrant was issued
against him by alocal court.

Ex-RPFcopgets 7 heat-related deaths
~ confirmed in Guijarat,
but toll could be higher

double sentence
of 25,50 yrs’ Rl
in 2 Pocso cases

Kottayam: A retired railway
police officer in Kerala's
Adoorwas handed concurrent
sentences of 25and 50 yvears of
rigorous imprisonment and
fined Rs 4.5 lakh Friday after
being convicted in two Pocso
cases involving sexual abuse
of apairof 11-year-old girls.

Judge Shibu Daniel sen-
tenced Kodumon native Sure-
ndran (69) to 25 vears in prison
and slapped afine of Rs1.5lakh
inthefirst case. He pronounced
a sentence of 50 years RI and
Rs 3 lakh fine in the second
case. Since the sentences will
run concurrently, Surendran
will spend 50 vears in jail.

The abuse survivors had
been targeted by Surendran in
his house, His wife was away
for a wedding in the family
when he committed the crime
on Sept12,2021. Oneof the girls
was subjected to sexual abuse
multiple times over four yvears
prior to Sept 2021, the prosecu-
tion told the court. The crime
came to light when the girls
confided in each other, going
on to reveal what happened to
the mother of one of them.

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Sustained ve-
ry high temperatures proved
to be fatal for two middle-
aged men in Ahmedabad on
Friday as Civil Hospital au-
thorities declared both of
them dead due to heat stroke.
More casualties were re-
ported across Gujarat alleged-
ly due to intense heat, but au-
thorities have not confirmed
them as ‘heat-related deaths’.
Dr Rajnish Patel, in
charge medical superin-
tendent of Civil Hospital in
Ahmedabad, told TOI that
the two men — one about 34
yvears and another 55 years
of age — were admitted in
two different instances late
on Thursday “Both com-
plained of high-grade fever
of 103-104 degrees F. They
were unconscious and unre-
sponsive to treatment. They
were declared dead early on
Friday Prima facie, it is be-
lieved that they died due to
severe heatstroke,” he said.
Ahmedabad remained the
hottest Gujarat city at45.5° C.

Autopsy not must
for heat-related
deaths, says NCDC

utopsy is not mandatory

to certify heat-related
deaths, National Centre for
Disease Control has said,
reports Durgesh Nandan Jha.

NCDC stated that diagnosis
of hyperthermia — abnormally
high body temperature — is
dependent mostly onthe
scene of investigation,
circumstances of death, and
reasonable exclusion of
alternative causes of death.

As per NCDC guidelines, a
heat-related fatality is defined
as a death caused by exposure
to highambienttemperatures
or one inwhich high ambient
temperatures significantly
contributed to the death. For
example, the guideline
suggests, adeath should be
certified as heat stroke or
hyperthermiaif the body
temperature of the deceased
was =105°F (=40.6°C) just
before she or he died.

RENTED

INDUSIND Bank 1,45,000
2,15,000
UTKARSH Bank 2,19,000
3,410,000
4,25,000

RBL Bank

IDFC Bank
ICICI Bank

Manyavar  3,50,000
Looks Saloon 4,00,000
MULTIPLEX 9,00,000
HALDIRAM 11,40,000
MOTEL 17,75,000

Malls / Multiplexes /| MNC's / Industries
Assured Returns - 8 to 12% (Sincs 198)

9810327243, 9811257394

RENTED - PLOTS

UNION BANK 1,17,000

RBLBANK 1,16,000
HDFC BANK 1,28,000
DBS BANK  2,38,000
ICICI BANK  3,08,000

LUMUS 57,500
GOOGLE  1,80,000
KFC 3,00,000
MANYAVAR ~ 4,20,000

FULL BLDG. 26,50,000

WANTED 500 SQ. YARDS PLOT,
DLF PHASE-1
NARESH AGGARWAL PROP.

TIMES Inter:

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

PLOTS

Available For Sale- Gurgaon

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

1 SAAR |
A ASSOCIATESE

9910557905
9910430333

- APARTMENT STYLE- -
. FLOORS. Prime location -
: Golf Course Extn Road. :
* Gated Society, Power ;

I:JHEI-.H!HIL" 15 Cr. onwards .

----------------------

9810159600

real estate

DLF |

RENTED
RETAIL

GURGAON
MODERN BAZAAR

Rent 215600
Prime Location
High Footfall

Brokers Welcome
OWNER:

8076764079
9205622514
8368841512

| Mittal |
9811011103

-DLFCITY 1,23, 4&5& -
«Bushant Lok execl. Builder -
» Floors on Plots 300, 400, 500 |
* & 1000 Excel. location & -
- Ready possn. 9811017103 .

| Mittal |
9811017103}

- WANTED APPTTS

v Aralias, Magnolias, The
. Belaire, Central Park 1,

* Beverly Park, La lagune,
+ The Elevate 9811017103

'PARTY MEETING DLF
City -1, 200 Yds Good

s Loeation, Broker Excuse & |
' OS10BEETIS '

, 9650244077

AR R U R R TR R B T B R I T | ¥

vperfectk

estate agency [k

-PARTY MEETING DLF -
. City -1, 300 ¥ds Excellent
* Location, Broker Excuse #
» B910880735

IO perfectf

estafe agency i

PAR!IT MEETING DLI'
. City 500 Yds Premium

* Location, Broker Excuse &
- G91088ATIS

> SABHARWAL|
53 ASSOCIATES

19810061698}
19810099174

F800/1000/1200 5Q yd :

i Brand New Floor in
'L‘ILF City 8. Lok, Vaastu |
n compliant, Lift With Stilt |
| Pkg iwReasonable Price. |

PLOT FOR SALE

SUSHANT LOK- Il
Siza - 300 Sqyrds Block 'D*
East Facing
WHITELAND ASPEN ICONIC
Sector - T4, Gurgaon Tower -9|
Higher Fioor Area 3677Sqft
UNITECH COMMERCIAL TOWER - 2
sector - 45, Gurgaon Tenant
IBRS {Australian MNC)
Ground Floor Area Offered

1506 Sqft. Rent Per Sqft.
@ 105/- ROI: 6%

Commercial Building For Rent

Udyog Vihar Phase -1,
Area 19000 Sqgft Approx
For Detalls

9871344711, 9871191292

|  DWARKA

NORTH DELHI |

SEC4 Dwarka, Sh. Badrinath
Apt. Fhold, 15t Fir, Sec Rd fong,
open view, 4 BR, /D, 3 bath,
mdlr kten, ulira luxurious
brnded Intr & 0wner D981 1036550

| EAST DELHI

COMMERCIAL property
d1Tsqvds for Sale, Kanti Mer
Bifeet main Rd.rear Krishna
Megr, Delhi-110051. Brokers
weleame # 9922007508

FOR SALE - Entire
Bungalow in Surajmal
Vihar A- Bleck, Delhi-922,
Area 1B5 sg. yrds. Corner
plot. Contact 9890000974

| GHAZIABAD

RAMPRASTHA CLY 3BHK
GE FLe 1600 sgit on 231sgyd plot
on 40 ft Bd + Store,Puja & Serv
room, Ganga & UG water, 1Em
I Anand Vi Mob : 84478 TB259

| GURGADN

Conforama
HOMES & PRIVILEGES

: PRIME LOCATION

* Deendayval plots, plot
»under 4CR, Sec-65, GGN,
{eonie trump tower facing,
» 5ize 155 to 175 qmm ds, ple

. plot available @ 2 40,000/
' sgve. Ankur Saml
:'.-]E'I":IE?!-]:.':-EE#E-

ROHINI}

Kaul

o252}

i BEST In'.restment '

i Option Sec 34, 35, 36,37, E.ﬂ |

| Availability of Plots in |

I Rohini. DDA Liaison |
i Freehold of Plots.

EE T e L e T T T T TR T LR T TR T LT PR

----------------------

10WNER
1CONTACTE
9810444180 |
8447430098

SALE PRIME [.oc.200
«vils, Green & open View,

. 4th Flr with Roof rights,
 Car Park, New constru- -
» otion at Vijay Nagar Delhi. .

IBISHTIER

PROPERTIES]
{PVT. LTD.}

19811134984}
19650045100§

'DI]A MEKT. Shop 11“
F10x10=121 & 10w20=24L.,
.FHuld with Loan. Sam- i
irat Enclave Pltampura
H[prd Comm. Mkt) |

1. 2 acre school land

2. 1 acre School Land

3. 1.25 acre hospital plot

4. 500 sq.yd Nursing home plot

All Prime Locations
Muitiple options available

eauty services 9690625000

FOR sSale:- Rohind, Sector 16,
80 sg mi, Ind Fleor Without
Stilt Price & 1.15 cr Contaet:-
GE1 06075

s

| ROHINI BUY/ Sell!
i Plots. Alloted by DDA |
i Sec-1-38. Liaison/ Collab- |

| gration/ New Allotment | i
| Invstmnt. 8448552918, !

5SS ADVISORY

9899410005

 NOIDA VIP Sec-144, Plot !
. for Sale 450 Sq Mitrs, Park -
. facing, 24x7 High Security, |
*Wide Road, Well Located,

. Elite '*-IE]_ghbn-uthnd

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

| HOME 8
CONSULTANT

PVT. LTD.

99117-14666

' YAMUNA PLOT Auth,
 Residential & Industrial

» See-18, 20, 22D, 25, 29, 32, 33 .
» Sizes 300, 500, 10040, 2000, -
AN M, Call: 997117 14666

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

llllllllllllllllllllll

SQUARE
METERS|:
|REALTORS |: :
9717452701

- YEIDA PLOTS sale/

» Buy, Sector 18 & 21,

. Yamuna Expressway, Size |
¢ SUEL, DOEE, 1O, 2004 50, mtr,
'I'.',"ill WhatsApp 9717452701

ABADI PLOT CO.

9920799258

- JEWAR AIRPORT

» Moida,main highway com’l -

./ Residential Plot @ 2 CR

{9000 sqft) Nr. film city,
.men o, pod Taxy & airport .

----------------------

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Smghal

Associates '

19999917703
9899150012

' YAMUNA EXP'WAY

« Plots Sale/ Purchase Sec-.
P18 & 20, Size 300, 500, 1000, |
» 2000,4000 sqm, Singhal asso
« QEARDE1 TTOE, SHaR1 50012

----------------------

SCHOOL & HOSPITAL] IRIEEINT EDD
___BROKERS WELGCOME __

TENANT RENT/M

EESL 88,000/-
SAP GERMANY 95,000/-
AYE FINANCE 1.97 Lacs
ICICI BANK 2.00 Lacs
RENESOLA 2.10 Lacs
AXIS BANK 2.37 Lacs

Rajeev Saluja

READY Double height shop in
Moida Extn. With lease, Mear to
L0ty rd, Smin from upcoming
metro 5r'1tm]1 Dencrl populated

[ e ]

g d .

I HES]]]EHTIAL Pll:lt i
i in Bhimtal{uttaralkkhand) i
Gdtf"ﬂf"ﬂl‘l‘lijli-‘x Fully De- §
‘u.-Elnpr:':l:I Prime Location, i
1 200 Sqvd @ al LaLE-

FOR Sale: 1600 sq {t, 2 BHE.
Study with three toilets and a
garage in Sector-29, Noilda,
U.P., 2nd (fop) Moor. Excellent
location. 1.BOCT & 9515553154,

85278-34633 }

AI_TTHDRITY PLDTE-.
{in Noida Extension for !
; i sale, At prime locations. i
i Sizes 100 to 500 mtrs. loan ;

! Avibl, Reglstry Open.

LUXURY retail, ready 4 poss.
ezaion, society shops, ideal for
Salons, Banks Cafes ete avail,
at prime Loc, in Noida from
dalcr onmwards, Call 9873603080,

BUY /Sell Yamuna Exp Res|
Plot See-18,20, GR. Noida Resi /
Indl. Plots Alpha, Beta, Gama,
Delia, P-3, 8. Nagrl Sec-2,3 Ghar
Sansar 9818659738, 0873731820

SOUTH DELHI

742893550!

GEE- GF 3bhk attchd
- bath,park feng DDA flat
. @260, Ludhiana-Model
= Gram 375vd §bhk Bnglw
- wide Rd N/E feng ¢24.75¢r, -

B
Bl EEFREIEF Y OFERRYFF AR

Bricks n yards
4 9971110380 E
- HAUZ KHAS Encl 260yd -

« (Resale) Basement Ground -
s (Duplex)d BHE . store room, |
- Pantry, Tollet, Hall, Exeluv -
« Lift,Separate gate for prkg. -

4 S KUMAR E
5 98110-31558 ¢

- GK-2, INDEPENDENT -
« House Availahle for sale

. 550 Yds, 1000 Yds.

- 5. Kumar 98110-31558

99100-
98104-92803

2

TENANT RENT/M

ARCHER & BULL 3.46 Lacs
MANYAVAR 4.20 Lacs
IDFC BANK 4.30 Lacs
IBERIA 4.30 Lacs
DOMINOS 6.50 Lacs
INDP. BLDG 20.00Lacs

72803

DEFENCE colony avall 400/

3257217 s.vds Premium Floors,
Ready, Bkg. All floors, parking,

lift, 86 Chopra Assoclates
Hho0HHAEAS, BEaUT 02835

PPS|

ESTATE

9818881000
9599808726

- 2,75 ACRE Grand West-

- 2rn Green Farm, Private

- Road, builtup, Clear tittle.
« Also 500v GE-1 floors, New

- height (@ reasonable price

99996-06901

- THIRD WITH Exclusive °
« Terraced Sep.Gate for 2ear -
. 208vds S Blk GE-1, Excelle- |
*nt Loc. : N/W Facing, New *

. H:—Jight Ultra Luxurious.

1. SSOCTES |

8130789312
8860031309

- FARM HOUSE Land/

= Blde. Avail, Vasant kunj/
s sultanpur/MG road/club

* drive/ Ansal/ DLF 500/ 1000
- 1200/ 1600y /1 acre & above

: 300y GF@4,25,Vas Vhr
- 00y FF&2nd, A Lok 2nd
« 800y, Def ool 325y GFRaT.5

S KUMAR E

498110-31558

- SAFDARJUNG ENCL. *

- Bsmt. , GF, FF, SF, 3rd

» Floor with Terr. .4 Beds,
; DI/, Lounge, Ready Poss.
« 5. Knomar 98110-31558

PPS

ESTATE

9818881000 | :
9599808726 | -

- VASANT VHR 800y Tri- *
ple.'f. {B+GF) Ready, Vastu «
. perfect, wide rd, Sep Lift & |
* pkg; G.K-1 Enclave 500y FF -
. ready lift stilt @r'ble price

Sarha India :

[

[

[

[

[ "

w *

a "

" ]

a 5

L ¥
*

- VASKUNJ - GF&FF 2.5+
- dor,5bhk Srd Lift@4.5,GK1

To book your ad visit

ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

JANGPURA Extn./Easl
Mizamuddin Lawvers Pref,
Area. Ready/Bkg premium
Flrs. Area 300/250/200 sq.vds,
Chopra Associates, D650092839

19999936021
19811315599

-SALE- .
« Shivalik mn Rd.Exclnt loc, -
. 675t each, Commrel Gr+ |
: Bmt; Resid. F.FIr & drd+ -
« Terrace. only Genuine call .

"RATTAN |
JHA |

9810381356
9810265234

3LAJPAT NAGAR-3 |
i(200 Syrds) 2Znd Floor, |
i Lift, Car Parking, i
: Reasonable Price, |
: 98103481556, 9810265234

i 78-2121-6161

* BUY 8ELL Rent Dera

» Mandi Ansal Villa Asola
- Chirpur DLF Bhati MTT)
* Viounj Jonapur Sainik '
. Farm Sultanpur RMD ete. .

----------------------

KUMAR
9911711944

* D900 NEW Friends ]
- Colony 491 sqvds house,

. (sealed by SDM) desealed

= vary soom (asperlaw), Reqg *
. Financer/Partner/Builder .

"W OEE R A E W

AKUL PURI

8130937120
DEEPAK PURI
9810139604

- ANAND LOK 400 Sq Yds *
« Front/Back Park 3rd Flr+ -
» Excl Terrace Garden/Lift, .
- Huge 4 BR+Balconies, 56 -
i. ar Park, Well Maintained .

PPS

ESTATE

9818881000
9599808726

-ANAND LOK souy 5.F  :
« Mew, Ready, Sep pkz & Lift. -
. Also DLF Chattarpur 1.80
- Acre farm, Vastu perfect, -
Wadp rd, clear title, Gated -

4 Contact Owner

9810034155

- FOR SALE 3BHE Duplex -
s (LG F+I.GFY 314 -5 vards -
. in Green Park Main (with
- 3 Reserve Parking, Storage -
« Area & Servant Quarter). .

LUXURY

FLOORS
9811-706806

i GK CORNER Triplex :
: BMT=GF+8tilts 500 vds :
: NE sep enfry 4 parking, :
! Also 300 to 1000yd 3rd + ¢
: Terr many more nptmna

DELHI

RZONE LAND

: DELHI(S50outh.W)5 Cr ¢
: per acre, sec (1-40), be-:
: come Builder your self,
t profit in crore, min inves-
: tment, Brokers welcome ;

FOR SALE
3/4 BHK

LUXURY FLATS

IN PRIME LOCATION

In Very Reasonable Price

MG Road (South Delhi)
With Loan Facility + Registry
Car Parking+Lift & Furnished

Flat. Walking Distance

from Metro Station
Contact

7982406556
8882303763

(Broker Welcome)

SUSHANT LOK

 ites Solomon

9910048505
8800049540

- 802YD PLOT sL .

« 1Bmtr. Wide Road.

. Prime North East Facing.
* Best For CA, Doctors, Ete.
. Payment By Cheque Only. -

LS B B BE B U BE BE B BN BN B BR PR BN AL RE

L]

L BN B B BN On R

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

#- 8

: PHDFEHT"!’ PLANHER

; \ 9811336887

- PLOT DWAREKA Exp
» B9y Y9 422 sqvd,
. Corner, East & Park
* Facing 100% Gated Power -
E-wku:m Securitv,M ahuam

FFFEF PR EEELEEEREE AR

LAND FOR SALE

FOR =ale Land 25 Lakh
Fental income P/M 350 Bigha
Land Mango tree 50 Room
Hotel! Bar Amit Srivastava
DR TONL4A5

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES

INDUSTRIAL
PREMISES

SEC. 35 GGN, 1 Acre indus-
trial plot with 3 side open,
25000 sq ft Shed with Office
Black, CLU & Occuplers cer-
tificate. 100kva Power, PNG
Gas, concrete Foad 9810590215

[ LEASE & RENT |

| NOIDA |

Available Land
& Building for

Lease / Rent

on NH-58,

Delhi NCR, Meerut

Land area 26000 Sq.
Yard comprising of
two separate building
of G+3 floor of
5600 Sq. mtr each.

Contact:
varunjain09@gmail.com

REQUIRED full Cheque land

deals for purchase in and
around Gurugram, Ravl
#0881 1373060

| CENTRAL DELHI |

SHOWROOM 500-1000 sq feet
Joffice/ godown) guest house 20
rooms with license for rent at
fatehpuri 270050t Chandni
Chowlk Linker Prop. SSsiEes00

| DWARKA
COMM. & Residentlal space

Frime Location. Basement
{1600 sgft), Znd and 3rd floor
An00 sqft above HDFC bank)
Sector 124, Dwarka, Beady to
Lise, # 0891555149, 98004055606

| DELHI |

SARVODAYA Enclave., A
well maintained 300 sq. vd.
floor. 4 bed room and dining
lounge on 3rd floor with ter-
race having lift facility at Sa-
ravodava Enclave. Pleaze
contact for further details.
Rishi Srivastava SH7157T7722/
G319544030

RENT/ Lease - Commercial:
2nd foor on © — 63, Preet vihar,

Main Vikas Marg, 3000 sq feet
carpst, contact - M: 9999806776

[ GURGAODN |

----------------------

| 8811039950
8811039948

- 3BHE FURNISHED flaf
- ready for rent at Emmar

» Palm Garden Sector 83

. Gurgaon. 3bhk Flat ready
* for rent at Loni Ghaziabad.

INDEPENDENT Bungalow
for lease to corporate guest
house or Doctors Clinic Sec-19,
Noida, Near Metro Station &
DND, & Rooms, Drawing, DHin-
ing & Servant room GF & FF,
Plot Size-250sqmi. # 9312456070

| SOUTHDELHI |

GE2 second floor furnished
3BHEK Parking Servant
BEeasonahle Rent Owner
O 1044454

INTERCLUB |:
Harish Taneja |

9911247365

: DEFCOL- GE Ultra

- Luxury new 3/4 BHE AC
. Lift Parking also fully .
s furnizhed office res.Clinic ¢
- short/long term 9911247365 .

RETAIL SHOP FOR RENT
9000 Sq Feel
Center Market

Lajpat Nagar

Retail Shop 1800 Sqft
on Each Floor, 4 Floors
+Basement of 1800 Sqft
Lajpat Nagar - 2, Delhi
Opp. 3C'S Mall, 300 mtrs

from Metro Station.
Basement can be rented separatel

Contact:-

9810021194

6 & & B B RS FE

9810013828

| WESTDELHI |

- PUNJABI BAGH 2
« Transport Centre, Rohtak -«
. Rd 110065 New Constru-
* cted DDA Commercial ;
« /Independent Building *
'+Prkng Lease/Bent Gro- 2
- und Floor+First Floor d
. +Basement Each Floor .
* ZH00sqft DE11663333, 981018

« 8880 Msfrozeniymail.com

PROPERTY
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6 of a family killed as bus
to Vaishno Devi hits truck

Passengers Say
Bus Driver Was
Drunk: Police

Rahul Singh &
Jaskaran Singh | Tin

Bulandshahr/Ambala: Six
people, including a six-
month-old infant, lost their
lives, and 19 others sustained
Injuries when a minibus col-
lided with a truck near Mohra
village on the Ambala-Delhi
Highway around Ld45am on
Friday The bus, carrving 25
passengersto Vaishno Deviin
Jammu & Kashmir, collided
with a truck on the highway
Police stated a passenger said
the driver of the bus, who is
on the run, wasdrunk.
Talking to TOI, Sinder
Singh, Ambala Police PRO,
said, “Passersby rushed to ex-
tricate them from the man-
gled bus. Subsequently, with
police assistance, the injured
were admitted to two hospi-
tals. Six died while 19 others
sustained varying degrees of
injuries.” The victims, all rel-
atives, hailed from Kakod in
Uttar Pradesh’s Bulandshahr
district. “A case under IPC
section 304A has been filed
against the unidentified
truck driver, and investiga-
tions are ongoing,” he added.

A helicopter makes an emergency landing, 100m away from helipad,
at Kedarnath. It developed a snag in the rear rotor, an official said

Close shave for 7 as copter to Kedarnath
goes into tailspin, makes hard-landing

ix Kedarnath pilgrims had a narrow escape on Friday as their

helicopter developed atechnical snag that madeitgointoa
tailspin before a hard-landing metres below the helipad in the
mountainous region. Online videos showed the helicopter with
six pilgrims from Tamil Nadu and a pilot onboard swerving
dangerously just above the helipad near the temple. People at
the helipad scrambled to safety as the chopper descended,
nearly touching down on the helipad. But it continued to swirl
and finally made a rough landing below the helipad.

Citing preliminary reports, the Rudraprayag DM said the
chopper developed atechnical snag inits rearrotor. pr

Among the deceased were
Mahesh Chand (60), Vinod
Singh (54), Satbeer Singh (40),
Manoj Kumar (45), his wife
Guddi (43), and six-month-old
Deepti, all residents of Bho-
patpur village in Kakod. Sur-
vivor Shivani Singh (25), also
from Kakod, recounted that
the passengers were asleep

when the accident occurred.
A doctor at civil hospital
in Ambala Cantonment said,
“Wereceived eight injured in-
dividuals, three of whom are
critical. Plans are underway
to transfer them toanother fa-
cility. Other injured persons
are undergoing treatment at
Adesh Hospital in Mohri.”

Il yrs after woman’s
rape-murder, hubby’s
arrest, ex-banker held

Rajiv.Kalkod@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Eleven vears af-
ter a 43-yvear-old woman was
murdered and her husband
wrongly arrested for the
crime before being released
for lack of evidence, three
men, including a former
manager of Canara Bank,
have been arrested for gang-
aping and killing her.

Prime accused and for-
mer bank manager Narasim-
ha Murthy (65), his associ-
ates Deepak C (38) and Hari-
prasad (45) are in judicial
custody. A chargesheet was
filed against them Thursday.

The woman's body was
found on FFeb 15, 2013, in Chik-
kajala, near Yelahanka. Her
husband had earlier filed a
missing person complaint.
Then Chikkajala inspector, M
Paramesh, arrested the hus-
band on May 18, 2015, sayvinghe
had killed his wife in the
house and dumped the body,
on grounds that investigation
found blood stains in the cou-
ple's residence and a forensic
exam revealed they matched
with the victim’s blood.

The husband was released
on bail after spending 73 days
in judicial custody He ap-
proached Karnataka HC in
sept 2015 seeking a CID inves-
tigation, and the case was

transterred to CID in Oct 2022,

DGP (CID) MA Saleem
said they carried out a scien-
tific investigation into the
case. “We discovered that the
mobile number of a person
anassociate of afamily friend
of the woman — had been pre-
sent where the body was
found. Also, an evewitness,
who had seen the woman with
the same friend just before be-
ing killed, helped us find a
new angle,” Saleem said.

The woman's husband had
worked in the bank branch
where Murthy was manager.
Murthy had seen the woman

2 AIDES ARRESTED

on many occasions and was
drawn towards her. “Murthy
planned to meet her near Heb-
bal bus stop. From there, he
fold her he would show her his
recreation club and took her
there. As planned, he raped
her. Deepak and Hariprasad
too raped her and strangled
her. Stuffing the body in a gun-
ny bag, Deepak and Haripra-
sad dumped it in Chikkajala,”
said Narendra Babu MR, in-
spector, CID. “Murthy had re-
peatedly called Deepak to find
out whether they had dumped
the body Deepak hadn’t ac-
cepted the ealls and Murthy
then texted him,” the cop said.

5th arrest in B'luru cafe blast case: NIA held another accused in the Rameshwaram Cafe blast
case Friday, three days after a crackdown across four states by probe teams. The accused, identified
as Shoaib Ahmed Mirza alias Chhotu, was earlier convicted in a case involving a conspiracy hatched
by LeT in Bengaluru. NIA said after his release from jail, Mirza got involved in the fresh conspiracy. tun

Regd. Office; 3" Floor, Maker Chambers IV, 222, Nariman Point, Mumbai - 400 021
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Reliance

Industries Limited

Growth is Life

Phone: +91-22-3555 5000 « Fax: +91-22-2204 2268 « E-mail: investor.relations@ril.com
CIN: L17110MH 197 3PLC019786

NOTICE
(for the attention of Equity Shareholders of the Company)

Sub.: Transfer of Equity Shares of the Company to
Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority

This notice is published pursuant to the provisions of the Investor Education and Protection

Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit,

(“the Rules”).

Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016, as amended

The Rules, amongst other matters, contain provisions for transfer of all shares, in respect of
which dividend has not been paid or claimed for seven consecutive years or more, in the
name of the Investor Education and Protection Fund ("IEPF") Authority.

Adhering to the various requirements set out in the Rules, the Company has, so far,
transferred to IEPF Authority, on respective due dates, all shares in respect of which
dividend(s) for the financial year 2015-16 or before had remained unpaid or unclaimed for a
period of seven consecutive years or more. The Company has, vide its letter dated May 21,
2024, communicated individually, the concerned shareholders whose shares are liable to be
transferred to |EPF Authority during the financial year 2024-25 for taking appropriate action.

The Company has uploaded full details of such shareholders and shares due for transfer to
IEPF Authority on its website at www.ril.com. Shareholders are requested to refer to the
web-link https://iwww.ril.com/investors/shareholders-information/dividend-shares to
verify the details of unencashed dividends and the shares liable to be transferred to IEPF Authority.

Shareholders may note that both the unclaimed dividend and the shares transferred to IEPF
Authority including all benefits accruing on such shares, if any, can be claimed back by them
from IEPF Authority after following the procedure prescribed under the Rules.

The concerned shareholders, holding shares in physical form and whose shares are liable to

be transferred to IEPF Authority, may note that the Company would be issuing new share
certificate(s) in lieu of the original share certificate(s) held by them for the purpose of
dematerialisation and transfer of shares to |EPF Authority as per the Rules and upon such
i1ssue, the original certificate(s ) which stands registered in their name will stand automatically
cancelled and be deemed non-negotiable. The shareholders may further note that the details
uploaded by the Company on its website shall be deemed to be adequate notice in respect of
issue of new share certificate(s) by the Company for the purpose of transfer of shares to |IEPF
Authority pursuant to the Rules.

LUCKNOW SOLAR POWER DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED (LSDPCL)

(A Joint Venture of Uttar Pradesh New and Renewable Energy Development Agency

National Scheduled Tribes Finance
and Development Corporation

(UPNEDA) and Solar Energy Corporation of India Limited New Delhi)
llird Floor, UPNEDA building, Vibhuti Khand, Gomtinagar Lucknow- 226010
E-Mail: Ispdcl2015@gmail.com

( Sub: Employment Notification No.3/2024 )

Lucknow Solar Power Development Corporation Limited (LSPDCL) is a Joint
Venture of Uttar Pradesh New and Renewable Energy Development Agency
(UPMNEDA) and Scolar Energy Corporation of India Limited New Delhi. The Company
is incorporated under Companies Act 2013. Application is invited for Post of Manager
Administration on contractual basis for an initial period of two years.

For Details and Application form log on to website www.upneda.org.in or contact
through e-mail at Ispdcl2015@gmail.com. Last date for receipt of application is
11.06.2024. Applications received after the closing date or with incomplete details
shall not be considered. In case applied earlier against Employment Notification

(A Govt. of India Undertaking - Under Ministry of Tribal Affairs)
NBCC Tower, 15 NBCC towaer, 5th Floor, Hall No. 1,
Bhikaji Cama Place, New Delhi - 110066
Website: www.nstfde.tribal.nic.in

Tender Notice
NSTFDC inviles sealed bids from eligible bidders for Impact Assessment | Evaluation
Study of NSTFDC schemes being implemented through State Channelising Agencies
(SCAs), Banks and other agencies on the Target Group in various States of india during
2018-1910 2022-23 and functioning of SCAs. Details are as under:
Tender documents can be downlpaded from the website hitps:/leprocure.gov.in/
epublish/app. Last date of submission of bid is 06th June 2024 upto 5.00 pm. S/

(Bismita Das)
Chief Manager (Proj. & CSR), NSTFDC

KENDRIYA HINDI SANSTHAN, DELHI CENTRE

(Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

In case the Company does not receive any communication (claiming the unclaimed /
unencashed dividend) from the concerned shareholders on or before August 26,
2024, the Company shall with a view to complying requirements set out in the Rules,
dematerialise and transfer the shares to IEPF Authority by way of corporate action as
per procedure stipulated in the Rules.

In case the shareholders have any queries on the subject matter and the Rules, they may
contact KFin Technologies Limited (Unit: Reliance Industries Limited), Company’s
Registrar and Transfer Agent at Selenium Tower B, Plot 31 & 32, Gachibowli, Financial
District, Nanakramguda, Hyderabad — 500 032; Toll Free No.: 1800-309-4001 (from 9:00 a.m.
(IST) to 6:00 p.m. {IST) on all warking days); Email: rilinvestor@kfintech.com: Website:

No. 2/2024 need not apply again. Chairman B-26A, Qutub Institutional Area, New Delhi-110016 www.kfintech.com.
LSPDCL Mob. : 9753892167 For Reliance Industries Limited
ADMISSION NOTICE (Session 2024-25) Sdi-
Fame— wrETTT ferere 3 faframres miftraror (‘I EVENING COURSES Savithri Parekh
Feeridi T T N WDHRA _ : : ; Place : Mumbai Company Secretary
e Pt i 1. PG. Dipl Translation Th d Practice C Offered
= 31 3T AT, el s, 3, 3 TR vf, s e A, o Ip “":Ia :]" [;HEISIE Wt“ eory and Practice Course (Offere Date : May 24,2024 and Compliance Officer
Ba @1, 72 feeeil- 110016 ST~ 49536496, 49092978 l:n}-mr._n ¢ ? il TE} 2 lish subi i
Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority l]ualn‘_mallun :Graﬂuate with Hindi and English subjects www.ril.com
Government of India Duration : One Year
NCUI Building, 4th Floor, 3, Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, 2. Post M.A. Diploma in Applied Hindi Linguistics Course (Offered . R ] .14 13, Farferean wefearamem wd srgaTe
G s s HEEE";}?E ';.‘:;’.5’;};‘;,; 110016, Tel. No. 49536496, 49092978 o S Offline mode by Delhi Centre) ShHET T SHT I RiL:| ESIC Medical College & Hospital
. No. - ep - ated: 14.05. PR L e Lo ( %19 W& T WA, WA HhT ) S, THTE T, 3&E1T (IS )-301030
Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA) invites applications from eligible personnel Qualification : PDEF Gfﬂdl.lé?.’[ﬁ ?.ﬂd deua*-te with Hindi as [_ll']E of the el EMPLOYEE'S STATE INSURANCE CORPORATION Desula, MIA, Alwar (Raj) - 301030
working in the Centrall State Governments/ Central and State PSUs/ Autonomous/ Statutory bodies for the subject or Hindi medium of study at Graduation Level E51C Ministry of Labour & Embl Govt. of Ind E-mail:- dean-alwar.rj@esic.nic.in
following posts to be filled on deputationjabsorption basis:- Duration : One Year (Mnsiny otk sboar & Employment. Govt. of lndia) _ ms-alwar.rj@esic.nic.in
Website:- www.esic.nic.infwww.esic.in
:I. Name of the Post Mo. aj' Number and date of the Advt. SHDRT_TEHM c.ﬂ.u RSEE Advertisement No. 02/2024 Dated: 21/05/2024
o. vacancies
1. Hindi Lanauaae Skill Certificate Course (Difered Online mode b RECRUITMENT OF TEACHING FACULTY (1 Yr)f SUPER SPECIALISTS (1 Yr)/SENIOR
1. | Under Secretary {Technical) 01 Mo, WDRA-HRODep(UST)1/2023-HR/3048 Headidll aﬂ Eri ra) [ y RESIDENTS (3 Yrs ON CONTRACTUAL BASIS FOR ESIC MEDICAL COLLEGE &
[Level-11 (Rs, 67700-208700) (7th CPC)] dated 08.03.2024 uualif[ilnaliun Plntarrnediate HOSPITAL, ALWAR, RAJASTHAN THROUGH WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
2. | Deputy Director (Strategy Risk and Research) o No. WDRA-HRODep({DDSRY1/2023-HR/3064 Durati : 03 Manth Date of Interview:-06.06.2024 Mode of Interview:- OFFLINE& ONLINE
[Level-11 (Rs. 67700-208700) (Tth CPC)] dated 11.03 2024 uration : ontns VENUE EOR INTERVIEW
3. | Principal Private Secretary (PPS) 01 No. WORA-HRODep{USTY1/2023-HRI3048 2. Translation Certificate Course (Offered Online mode and offline ACADEMIC BLOCK, ESIC MCH, DESULA MIA, ALWAR (RAJ) 301030.
b el Al A I Uencn o tu I‘I‘IIIII]F‘]} y I:.'Elhi .ﬂEl'IlrE] L - . ESIC Medical College & Hospital, Alwar, Rajasthan proposes to fill up the posts of medical teaching faculty
4. | Deputy Director (Legal) 01 No. WORA-HRODep(DDSR)1/2023-HRIT35 Qualification : Graduation in any discipline (It is mandatory to Professor, Associate Professor, Assistant Professor,Super Specialists, Senior Residents & Adjunct
[Leval-11 (Rs, 67700-208700) (Tth CPC)] dated 14,05,2024 have Hindi as one of the subject at graduation level) Faculty in the disciplines mentioned below on contractual basis through interview, The details of
vacancies and reservation position is as under ;-
5. | Deputy Director (Human Resource) 01 No. WDRA-HRODep(DDSR)1/2023-HRI735 Duration : 03 Months DETAILS OF VACANCIES
[Level-11 (Rs. 67700-208700) (7th CPC)] dated 14.05.2024 e . o
6. | Assistant Director (Stakeholders Affairs) o1 Mo. WDRA-HRODep(DDSR ) 1/2023-HRIT35 > Tl]Bf,I‘:It Emt”:'ﬂ hﬂng II:II'{EDI Iﬂagudén?' EE“':HJEHE“EEE ﬂ[ﬂfge? SRes | vt s el e
E | R e #: i : Iné mooe Dy el Lentre & Uniiné mode Dy heaaquarier Agra Professor Professor 3Yrs Resident
[Lovo, TR LRI (T CPo T ID. Qualification : Graduation in any discipline (It is mandatory to against
Detailed information may be seen at the Authority’'s website www.wdra.gov.in. Applications in the prescribed format have Hindi as one of the subject at graduation level) GDMO (3Yrs
available on the website may be submitted to the Assistant Direclor (Human Resource), Warehousing Development i : i 02{1-UR, 1- | 02{1-UR, 1-SC) 01-UR 04{2-UR, 1-
and Regulatory Authority, Mew Delhi within 30 days from the date of publication of vacancy circular in the Employment Duration : 03 Months OBC) OBC,
News. Corrigandum elc., if any, shall be put up on the WDRA website. Application form will be filled online through our website| |Anaesthesia 1-5T)
Note: Those candidates who had applied against the post of Deputy Director (Legal), vide advertisement www.hindisansthan.in then downloaded print copy, essential documents Anatomy - 01-UR 01-UR 02(1-UR, 1-3C) -
number WDRA-HRODep(DDLG)/1/2023-HR/2985 dated 21.02.2024, need not apply again. However, they can and ﬂﬂmﬂﬂd []raﬁ of Rs. Euﬂll.'_ {HS TWI:] HU"dl’E‘d I]I'Il'_l,.’} Ehﬂuld hE senton Elﬂ-ﬂhEI‘l"ﬂEtI‘}l‘ N " DE” -UR, 1 -DHC:I _ "
:sﬁﬁﬁtf';ih:thﬁ::g::;;::':ﬁiiEf::;’;i;:ﬁfﬂ W3 Sonslder i CRnalCAInR. 2lon Wi e R aicIee above address. Demand Draft should be made in favour of Secretary, | | Community 01-0BC 1-UR 02(1-UR, 1-8T) | 03(-UR, 1-SC, 1- -
%% (Venita Eﬂlm‘jﬁi Kendriya Hindi Shikshan Mandal, Delhi. Last date for the submission of ;"::;;';: — OBC)
CBC 08109/12/0001/2425 ] Assistant Director (HR) the application form is July 15, 2024. - Regional Director Dermatology . 1-UR 01-5T 01-0BC :
01-0BC 1-0BC 01-0BC 09(02-UR, 03- -
OBC,
i Emergency 2-5C, 1-5T,1-
N\ Medicine EWS)
ENT 01-0BC 1-ST 01-0BC - -
Forensic Medicine - 1-EWS 01-SC 02(1-UR, 1-8C) -
Uttarakhand 01-UR 03(2-UR, 1- |04(2-UR, 1-0OBC,| 03(1-UR, 1-0OBC, 01-UR
Uttarakhand Tourism Launches ol e Feners Modeine o) T =
01-0BC | 02(1-UR, 1- | 03(1-UR, 1-SC, | 02(1-UR, 1-EWS) 01-0BC
General Surgery OBC) 1-EWS)
» - - 02(01-0BC, 1- | 02(1-OBC, 1-58C) -
akshatra Sabha m—
_ OBGY - 01-UR 01-EWS 01-UR 01-UR
_— mmmm Ophthalmology 01-UR 01-0BC - - 01-UR
; . g i S el . Orthopaedics - - 01-EWS 01-0BC 01-0BC
The unique Astrfn Tc-urllsdﬁ Campaign aims t_c: pmwd? a holistic astro tj::unsm Sasdiatrics 31.EWS O1UR 31-0BC 31.5C -
experience with activities such as stargazing, special solar observations Pathology : 01-0BC 02(1-UR, -OBC) = :
astrophotography contests, camping under the stars, and much more. Pharmacology - - 02(1-UR, 1-OBC} | 02(1-0BC, 1-5T) -
Physical Medicine 01-ST 01-0BC - 01-ST -
& Rehabilitation
Physiology . ; 02(1-UR, 1-OBC) 01-OBC ;
Psychiatry - 01-UR - - -
Radio-diagnosis 01-0BC 01-EWS 01-0BC 01-0BC 01-UR
Respiratory - - - 01-EWS 02(1-0BC,
Medicine 1-EWS)
Note:-
1. Super Specialist (Full Time / Part Time) vacancies are available in the Endocrinology (1-SC),
Gastroenterology (1-OBC), Haematology (1-UR), Nephrology (1-EWS), Neurclogy (1-UR),
Oncology (1-0OBC), Plastic Surgery/Burn (1-5T), Paediatrics Surgery(1-UR) & Cardiology (1-UR)
departments.General Candidates can be considered against the post reserved for category
mentioned for full time contractual appointment on 44 days basis, in case no eligible candidate
belonging to concerned reserved category is available. Alternately the option of part time
engagement or empanelment is available with the candidate.
— = Tenure and Remuneration:
| st 2 Nights / 3 Days Event ® For Teaching faculty
Actual il]lE’lg'.i,{-" al Sir George Everesl Peak, Vlussoorie 31 (Sir George Everest Peak, a. Consolidated remuneration of Professor (Rs. 201213/-), Associate Professor (Rs. 133802/-),
' ’ ' MAY 2024 | Mussoorie) Assistant Professor (Rs. 114955/-) will be paid. Consolidated remuneration of Professors may
: Ayt 4 be given to Associate Professor provided eligible to become Professor.
HIGHLIGHTS: b. Emolument for Senior Resident: Basic Pay Rs. 67700/- (Level - 11) + NPA (Revised) + other
allowances.
Solar Observation | Rocket Building Workshop | Everest's Secrets | Star Composition | Sundial Skills : 4 c. Super Specialist Full Time (uptoRs. 2.4 lakh/-) and for Part Time (uptoRs. 1.5 lakh/-).
: : ; : ‘ i ’ x ® In case of non-availability of candidates in the category advertised, the post may be filled for less
Fun Quizzes & Awards | Deep Space Exploration | Telescope Tips | Exclusive Astro Kit & Certificate than 45 days through UR candidates.
® Reservation Roster for PH Category is applicable as per Govt. of India rules.
Don't miss this chance to dive deep into the cosmos and ignite your passion for astronomy! Scan to know more and book ® The engagement of contractual faculty on consolidated remuneration will be initially for a period of
One year or joining of regular incumbent whichever is earlier. However, the contract would be
Event Partner: Starscapes Experiences terminable on one-month notice or on joining of regular faculty or attaining the age of 70 years
whichever is earlier.
UTTﬂHﬂKHﬂND TUUHISM DE“E LUPMEHT BUHHB @ Filled-in application f_t:rr'ns must be sentto deaq-alwar.r;@e;ic.nic.in =g
@0 uttarakhandtourism.govin @@ /UttarakhandTourismOfficialPage @ /UTDBofficial @ /uttarakhand_tourismofficial & “FOY Mo detls MEt Rl SIC WieweBic oV = Recruiment DEAN
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" : agicians of the Earth'
That was the name of
the path-breaking in-
ternational exhibition

in 1989 Paris that showcased 50 “non-

western” artists alongside 50 western
artists. One of them was Jangarh Singh

Shyvam, a young rustic man who had

grown up in the forests of MP Painted

with colours extracted from charcoal,
leaves, and even cow dung, the reliefs
made by Jangarh — a Gond-Pardhan

artist — caught the eye of noted artist J

Swaminathan in the 1980s. Transplant-

ed from the wilderness of Dindori to the

modernist mainstream of Bhopal, Jan-
garh famously went on to spawn an atel-

MASTER STROKES: An oil painting from J
Swaminathan's bird, tree and mountain
series. (Right) Gond artist Jangarh Singh
Shyam’s ‘Shivji' will go under the hammer

With famous folk artists and modernist
stars, AOI auction set to make a splash

1er school called “Jangarh Kalam’ where
he taught people from his village how to
paint. Soon, three works bearing the un-
mistakable dots and lines of the folk art-
ist — who died at age 39 in Japan — will
o under the hammer at the finale of the
Art of India (AOD 2024 auction.

Along with the works of legends such
as FN Souza, Sailoz Mookherjea and
other big names from short-lived-yet sig-
nificant art movements of newly-inde-
pendent India— including Somnath Hore
and Jyoti Bhatt — Jangarh’s creations

Pundole’s auction house, the three-day
auction marks the culmination of this
yvear's suceessful AOT exhibitions.

“The group of works that are
in the auction have a strong fo-
cus on non-metropolitan art-
ists, some of whom have not

house. “Given the increas-
ing awareness of artists
working outside of formal
environments and urban spac-
es, we are hoping that

these artists will

also garner inter-

' BEAUTY IN

sculpture from

adds auctioneer
Himmat Shah

Mallika Sagar
who is drawn to

Interestingly, a big chunk of the artists
showcased in the finale — including GM
sheikh and Himmat Shah — hark back
to Group 1890, a collective co-founded by
12 voung artists in 1962
Gujarat. Christened after
a house number in a plot-
ted colony in a small town
of Gujarat, the motley
crew soon disbanded, but

Amid the sea of canvases, sculptures
such as a bronze head shaped by artist
Himmat Shah stand out. Born in Lothal,
Gujarat, Jaipur-based Shah grew up sur-

rounded by the remnants
P ATt Y,

Atelier 17 under Krishna

Lalu works for only his own

family, nobody else: Shah

‘If RID Returns To Office, Jungle Raj, Abduction Will Come Back’

Praveen | Tun

Ara: Union home minister
Amit Shah attacked Lalu
Prasad on Friday, alleging
that the RJD president “nei-
ther worked for the welfare
of the backward classes nor
the people belonging to his
caste, ‘Yadav'.”

“They are under the
wrong impression that Lalu
works for them,” hesaid atan
election rally here. “If Pra-
sad, as part of the arrogant

sent one daughter to the Ra-
jvaSabha, and another is con-
testing Lok Sabha polls. He
made his wife chief minister
of Bihar... He promotes only
his sons and daughters. He
can’t think of the welfare of
people belonging to his own
caste,” Shah said.

its members are known to
have individually shaped
Indian modernism with
their unique palettes.
Art historian G M
Sheikh, for instance, was

the poet-saint Kabir. “If
people have made a sect
out of Kabir, it is not of
. his making,”
among the oft-quoted

L  refrains of 1937-
born Sheikh, a

the delightful curiosities at the auc-
tion is Sheikh's “Talisman’, a ‘digital
collage accordion book’ boasting a
wooden cover enclosed in a wooden
box. It was born out of Sheikh's
desire to make painted maps fol-
lowing his discovery of a picture

Learning technigues of digital collag-
ing, Sheikh created maps by im-
planting sites of his choice into

of a prominent port city
d1a ~

of Indus Valley Civilisa-
An nitiatnée by

tion. Shah — who went
THE TIMES OF INDIA

on to study etching at

“By the end of the fifth
phase of the ongoing gener-
al election, Modi-ji (NDA)
has already got 310 seats. On

Reddy In Paris in 1967 —
not only uses innovative
technigues such as burnt
paper collages and archi-
tectural murals but also
self-designed tools to

Also up for sale is a vivid
work by another Indian
folk artist who was fea-
tured in ‘Magicians of
the Earth’ at Centre Pom-
pidou in 1980s Paris,
Baua Devi. A Bihar-born,

[=]

Auction starts May 28. To
place bid, scan QR code or
log on to Pundole’s website

www.pundoles.com

was

Ashok.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

ties of Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack, and 42 assembly
seats go to the polls, CM Na-
veen Painaik said on Friday
he i= in perfect shape and ac-
cused BJP of spreading ru-
moursabout his health.

vermilion, soot and cow dung — 1is laid
bare by her meticulous canvas at AQI
2024, “My first commercial painting
fetched 50 paise when I was working with
the National Crafts Museum. There has
been no looking back since,” she said in
an interview to a publication recently.

of these artworks revolve around myth-
ological narratives of the Ramayana and
the Mahabharata.

good health and T have been
campaigning all over the
state for around a month,”

New Delhi: As this year’s
wheat procurement by govt

Wheat procurement surpasses last yr’s total

the 77-year-old CM told re-
porters a day after BJP wrote
to state police chief sayving

The FCI's wheat purchase
datashow thattwomajor wheat

agencies touched 263.3 lakh
tonne on Thursday, surpassing
last vear's total quantity pur-
chased, the combined stock of
wheat and rice with the FCI is

now around 600 lakh tonne, re-
ports Dipak Dash. This is
more than enough to meet the

free foodgrain scheme for 80

crore poor under PM Garib Ka-

lyvan Ann Yojna and other wel-
fare schemes for theentire vear
and also for market interven-
tion tocheck anv price increase
of the key cereals.

Harvana have recorded
higher procurement till Thurs-
day compared to the corre-
sponding period last vear:

the CM has been “captured”
by his associate VK Pandian.

MNaveen's assertion comes
amid BJP's top BJP leader-
shipraising this issue inelec-

tion rallies. While PM Naren-

General public is hereby informed that a
female namely Pooja, W/o Jitender
Kumar, R/o F-17, Gali No. 08, Rajdhani
Park, Nangloi, Delhi has been missing
since 18.05.2024 at 02:00 PM from her
home. In this regard DD No. 52A, Dated
19.05.2024 has been lodged at Police
Station Nangloi, Delhi. The description of
missing female is as under:

Name: Pooja, Age: 22 Years, Height: Apprx. 5',
Complexion: Fair, Built: Medium, Face: Round,
Wearing: Mehroon Colour Salwar & Suit and Chappal in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639
SHO
Police Station Nangloi, Delhi

DP/6158/0D/2024 Ph: 011-25949470, 7065036127

SEARCH FOR MISSING

Eol for Design, Procure, Install, Operate and ﬁ-‘
Maintain Public Bicycle Sharing System in 7%/
Ayodhya (UP) ot e
-
_AYODHYA_
AYODHYA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, AYODHYA
Civil Lines, 14 Kosi Parikrama Marg, Ayodhya-224001
The Ayodhya Development Authority (ADA) is one of the leading district
level bodies plans to implement the vision of developing Ayodhya as the
Global Spiritual Capital by 2047 through promotion of green and sus-
lainable infrastructure in Ayodhya.
ADA cordially invites parties o participate in our mission o propel
Ayodhya towards a greener, more sustainable future through Design,
Procure, Install, Operate and Maintain Public Bicycle Sharing System in
Ayodhya on revenue sharing basis to promote cycling as the sustainable
alternative transportation systems, which will help reduce gas emissions
and protect the health and quality of life of citizens. Interested parties can

share their proposal on vcafda@gmailcom or contact us on
(7607 778900) for any query. Last date of submission of proposals till 3rd

June 2024,

dra Maodi said BJP will give
the state “a young Odia CM”,
home minister Amit Shah
questioned Naveen's ad-
vanced age and health. “Na-
veen babu is unwell. He
doesn't run his govt, a Tamil
baburunsit,” Shah had said.

EASTERN

RAILWAY
Additional E-Auction Programme of Eastern Railway
for the Month of JUNE, 2024

No. S5.4/S/DAP/2023-24, dated : 22.05.2024. In reference to the above,
additional date has been scheduled for Jamalpur Depot for the manth
of June, 2024 as under and the other dates of Jamalpur Depot along
with other Depots & Divisions shall remain unaltered. Additional date
of Jamalpur Depot : 05.06.2024

(STORES-14/2024-25) Chief Materials Manager/ADMN
Tender Notion i alzo available at websites : www.erindlanrailways.gov.in | www.irepe.govin

Follow us at : g8 (@EasternRailway [[] @easternrailwayheadquarter

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY 62&

cation was based on “suspi-
cions, apprehensions and fal-
sehood™ and urged the bench
not to entertain such a plea as
the “so-called public interest
pefition” was causing grave
harm to the electoral process.
*Low voter turnout could pos-
sibly be due to the continuous
attempts by certain elements
to create an atmosphere of
suspicion around the electo-
ral process,” he said.

Singh said the court, in its
April 26 judgment, had scruti-

Railway that the 132 KV, 50 Hz., AC double circuit transmission lines will
be energized on or after the date specified against the section. On and
from the same date the transmission line shall be treated as live at all the
times and no unauthorized person shall approach or work in the proximity
of the said overhead line.

Date of Energization : on or after 10.06.2024

Division : Prayagraj, Name of Section:- 132 KV Transmission line
between tower no. 421 to 426 passing through Roja Jalalpur village
of Tundla-Ghaziabad section of Prayagraj division over North

Central Railway. Issued by
Senior Divl. Electrical Engineer [TR-D],
MNorth Central Railway, Prayagraj

908/24{AN)

[§] Morth centeal railways &5 www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in E} inorthcentratrzilway x| @

.| & CPRONCR

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

its account. Unka supra saaf
ho gaya hai (Thev have been
routed),” he claimed.

“Ara wasivon, POK ham-
ara hai ki nahin, ise wapas
India mein lana chahive ki
nahin... don't vote us only
for development, butdoelect
us for bringing back POK to
India. POK hamara tha, hai,
aur hamara hi rahega. Hum
ise wapas leke rahenge”
Shah said amid loud cheers

DGP on Thursday, claiming that
CM Naveen Patnaik was being held
hostage by close aide VK Pandian

ing back Naxalism, the home
minister said the NDA govt
“has alreadv eradicated the
menace of Naxalism from Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Odisha, Te-
langana, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh. Inour third term we
will root out Naxalism from

Chhattisgarh, too”. He add-
ed: “Theelderly in Arawillre-
member that Ara was also in
But 1

the grip of Naxalism...

spreadmg rumours: Naveen

14 hurt in pre-poll

erupted on the eve of elections
at several places in Odisha's
six high-profile Lok Sabha
constituencies and 42
assembly segments.
Supporters of different parties
clashed in Khandapada and

assembly segment under Puri
parliamentary seat. T

However, Naveen's social
media team has been releas-
ing videos and pictures of
the CM waving at the crowd
and campaigning on foot. If
Naveen wins the state polls,
he is poised to overtake Sik-
kim’s Pawan Kumar Cham-
ling’s record of being the
country’s longest-serving
CM. Chamling governed for
24 years, a record that could
by broken in August with
Naveen's victory.

Pandian slammed BJP
for questioning CM Na-
veen's health, saying the re-

judgment, filed this applica-
flon raising another set of ap-
prehensions based on suspi-
cions. No fact is pleaded to
substantiate the allegations,”
Singh said, adding that as per
Article 329(b)of the Constitu-
tion, no court shall call into
gquestion a parliamentary
election except on filing of an
election petition afterthe con-
clusion of the poll process.
Terming false ADR's as-
sertion that there had been a
variation of 5-6% in the final
voter turnout data from the
preliminary statistics re-
leased by EC, Singh said the

marks were below the belt.
He said BJP should come up
with innovative ideas in-
stead of raising “sub-stan-
dard” issues.

In his letterto DGP Arun
sarangi, BJP's former state
chief Samir Mohanty al-
leged that Pandian and
some non-Odia officers had
‘captured’ the CM. Samir
had earlier raised appre-
hension about Naveen's
health, alleging that he ap-
peared in Al-generated
deep-fake videos, a charge
vehemently denied by BJD.

SC to ADR: Why didn’t you take steps
for early hearing of your 2019 petition?

A vacation bench of Jus-
tices Dipankar Datta and Sat-
ish Chandra Sharma SC re-
peatedly asked why ADR did
not take steps for early hear-
ing of its 2019 petition in the
last five years and how it
could seek interim relief
which was similar to the re-
lief sought in its 2019 petition.

Senior advocate Dush-
vant Dave, for ADR, admitted
that the NGO was damned by
SC but reminded the court
that ADR had over the vears
plaved an important role in
assisting the court to develop
the electoral jurisprudence.

Government of Maharashtra
Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai
E-mail- maha.mmgpa2023i@email.com
MMGPA, 1" Floor, Arogya Bhavan, St. Georges Hospital Compound, MUMBAI-400 001
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E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 06/2024

E-Tender Motice

Sr. DSTE/Morth Central Railway, Agra acting for and on behalf of the
President of India invites "Open Tendear” through Online only (E-Tendering) for

the following work :

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY €2+

Date : 22.05.2024

am assured that vou will not
let it happen and make R K
Singh win from here by a
hugemargin.”

“Make us cross 400 LS
spats and we will abolish the
Muslim quota and give res-
ervation back to the OBCs
and extremely backward
classes. Congress, Lalu-ji
and Mamata Banerjee want
to give reservation onthe ba-
sis of religion. But the Cal-
cutta HC has invalidated the
list of OBCs prepared by the

R ] . _ _— I : : INDIA bloc, comes to office, Mamata Banerjee govt in

DADIBA PUNDOLE artist Jaidev Baghel's "The Tree ot Lite:  the circuits laid out in Ebstort Mappa | jungle raj, abduction and  Amit Shah during an election rally in Bihar's Bhojpur district on Friday ~ Which she had carved out
for its “stylised depiction of tihe tree  Mundl. “Inorder to overcome the limita- eang war will return to Bi- many categoriesof Muslims

BN S o . stmng_fu-nls o along with the lovely addition of people  tions of cloning that digital technology har” Shah said, adding that  the other hand, the ghaman-  fromthe crowd. to give them reservation,”

non-metropolitan artists, some and life along the base”. imposes, I decided to paint over every the people didn't want this. diya gathbandhan, led by Claiming that a victory Shahsaid.

of whom have not featured at inkjet print to play a jugalbandi of the “Lalu ji allowed his two  Congress and RJD, in Bihar  for CPI (ML) from Ara Lok He said two-time incum-

auctions previously GUJARAT GREATS hand, mind and machine,” wrote Sheikh. sons to become ministers, will not beabletoevenopen Sabha seat will mean bring-  bent Ara MP and Union pow-

er minister R K Singh “has
done much development
work for his constituency
He has spent crores under
the corporate social respon-
sibility (CSR) fund for the
all-round development of
Bhojpurdistrict”.

The crowd cheered when
shah mentioned the nullifi-
cation of Article 370 and the
consecration of the Ram
Lalla idol at Ayodhya.

form a part of the 35 lots that will gzoun-  a Gujarati poet known for |, . shape his signature heads. ? 3
der the hammer from May 28 to May 30. innovative works that wm = I am I I I Ve OOd health B Farmers Ire
Organised by TOI in association with  were highly influenced by MADHUBANI MYTHS

makes BJP’s
Faridkot pick
emotional

featured at auctions previ- Padma Shrirecipi- Delhi-based pioneer of 0d|5ha \f"}lence Bathinda: Facing the wrath
ously,” sayvs Dadiba Pun- ent who trained and, later, taught Madhubani art, Devi’'s preference for Bhubaneswar: A day be- of protesting farmers, Hans
dole, the noted gallerist who at the Faculty of Fine Artsatthe natural colours — extracted from char fore six Odisha Lok Sabha tleast 14 people were Raj Hans, BJP candidate for
also founded an auction MS University in Baroda. Among  coal, turmeric, twigs, leaves, rice powder, seats, including the twin ci- injured as violence Faridkot Lok Sabha seat,

turned emotional on Friday,
saying the way he is being
treated by protesters any-
thing can happen to him by
Junel, reports Neel Kamal.
“If anything wrong hap-
pens to me, people must pre-

est from both SRGsEIE: s postcard of the Ebstorf Mappa  Over the years, Devi's paintings have “There is a limit to the Athagarh assembly Serve my memory as a person
new and exist- S Mundi (a map of the world, now  travelled to several countries, including | amount of lies BJP can tell. The Odisha unit of BIP wrote tothe  SONstituencies under Cuttack who cared for humanity”
ing collectors, lost, made in 13th century Europe).  Spain, Germany, Japan and France. Most As you can see, | am in very Lok Sabha seat, and Pipili Hans said while trying to

staunch his tears at Daulat-
pur Neeva village in Mogadis-
trict, in Faridkot 1S seat.

Hans was narrating
Thursday's incident when
he was stopped by protesting
farmers in Sangrur district
whileon his way to Patialato
participate inarally to be ad-
dressed by PM Modi.

The singer-turned-politic-
iansaid itwasahorrifyingex-
perience as nearly a 1.000-
strong crowd surrounded his
vehicle, He said he feared for
his life as the protesters be-
haved badly with him and
damaged his vehicle, and that
two people were injured.

“When the protesters
surrounded me...it was due
tothe efforts of ADGP Jaska-
ran Singh, DIG Narendra
Bhargava and the Patiala
and Sangrur S5Ps that I was
saved,” Hans told TOL.

Feet. ; pContinued fromP 1 nised every ADR allegation figure registered on the voter gal

eet ‘ | - No: 230-Elect/TRD/PRYJ/EIG/2024  Dated : 22.05.2024 s Alsilosal f whilo mies. Suenculant whichivesbased Ben OBC ACt
If anyone has any 'nfﬂn'[" ation about this missing female "PUBLIC NOTIFICATION" A ppearing for EC, senior tioning its bonafide. “Butthe on preliminary assessment, = = =
please inform P.5. Nangloi, Delhi. Notice Is hereby given to all users of Railway lines and premises situsted / \ advocate  Maninder PIL factory, within hours of varied from the final turnout was in HlOI&tIOII
Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in on the completed section of the under- noted section of the North Central L X singhsaid ADR'sappli- the pronouncement of the —dataonlyby1-2%.

of statute, Cal
HC had ruled

»Continued fromP1

n its order on Wednesday,

Calcutta HC had junked

all new OBC categorisa-
tions in Bengal after 2010,
saying the authorities had
“practised protective dis-
crimination in deviation of
constitutional norms”.

The ruling effectively in-
validates all OBC certificates
given out by successive TMC
govis since the party first
came to office in 2011. The or-
der points out that within six
months of Bengal announc-
ing 10% reservation for back-
ward Muslims in 2010, the
state backward classes com-
mission recommended 42
groups as OBC, of which 41
communities were Muslim.

TENDE TICE . :
LR R NOTICE e e s f‘L tE'Tﬁ’éf’E“ Name of work AF‘E;:;;E{“‘ The judges questioned
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM DIVISION avil. No. ate = 24/ ' T TP provisions of the West Bengal
- ' ; : . X T ; ectional Telecommunication intenance . - 2
Tender Notice No. GEM/2024/B/4950547, Dated: 22.05.2024 | |Chief Executive Officer, Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai invites tender in| | AEGI;?’?T- Contract (STMC) in the section of SSE/Tele!|Rs. 49.81.675.10 Backward Classes Act, 2012,
Divisional Railway Manager (Mechanical), Southem Raiway, Thycaud,| |two Envelope system from the eligible bidders for the following items for purchase of medicines. 02450 LTy Depot, (Period for 12 Months. ’Fh'c'lii :‘i:l”DWEﬂ the state Eﬂ"-’tl’fﬂ
Thiruvananthapuram - 685 014 for and on behalf of the President of India Invite Sactional Sianal : Inciude new categories under
. : . . . o gnalling Maintenance Conlract :

e-tender for the under mentioned work. Sr. | Tender Name of Item(s) Prebid Period of sale, Bid - ng{i;‘r (SSMC) in the section of SSE/SigMTJ Depo |Rs. 45.40.432 80 the OBC A and B lists through

Far other deialls, the fendaraers are advisad o refer ihe detalied tender on the balow No. No. Mnehng download & UPEHHIE for pariod of 12 Months. ] g;a_zett.rg notification.

marioned webshe., submission of bid 3 | AGRA-ST Sechional Signaling Maintenance Confract
A . i i 'Si 5, 14,058,
S Description Description 1 E-98 | Hospital Fumniture Dt. 04-06-2024 Dt. 24-05-2024 Di. 2024-52 Ef’;gﬁé;;;qz f;{f;:;: of SSE/Sig/ IDH Depo |Rs. 25,14,058.86 @ U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION COR-
iz At.12.00 P.M. At. 2.00 PM 14-06-2024 BT T I'-.-'I = = i ’P'DHB!;ITIEIH LTI:: dE1TEunn:siar N;:ﬁn:;
GEM / 2024 / B 7 4950547 4 | AGRA-ST- |S€ctional Signaliing Maintenance Contract nling e-Bids are invited lar “Supply
. . ' 1 ; L . R b b
1 | Tender Notice Number and date | noso . 92 05.2024 2 E-99 | Influsion Pump, ABG Machine, | Di. 03-06-2024 o 3 o024-53 |(SSMC}in the section of SSE/Sigl DHO Depo|Rs. 35,65,271.68)  |420kV & 145kV Circuit Breaker” against
: . ; M. 13-06-2024 02.30 hrs. for Period of 12 Months Tender Specification Mo, ESD-8/208. E-
Name of work: Comprehensive linen management in running trains based MTP High Vaccum suction [_1“2 At.12.00 P.M. upto 02.00 PM tender uploaded on 22.05.2024 on https:i/
2 |at Thiruvananthapuram depot of Thiruvananthapuram division, Southern HP Motor }, foot Suction Machine P ' ' 5 | AGRA-ST- |Provision of various number plates, waming etender.up.nic.in. EMD for the tender is Rs.
Railway for a pericd of 2 years. ) — - - - . ) _ 2n24-54 |boards, calling boards, stop boards, elc, Rs. 372 50 005 .48 1.68 Lacs and tender Fee of Rs. 1,770.00
2 | Avartcad inlue T15.91.11.134.68 1. For detailed information, the interested bidders may visit the Website hittps://mahatenders.gov.in. in different sections of as per new SEM in| ™ 75 will be deposited through RTGSA MEFT.
: bl Al Aottt L g i & : . ) i ) Agra Division Last date for submission of tender is
2 |EMD 9.45.556.00 2. The Chief Executive Officer reserves the right to increase or decrease the quantity to be purchased - — 21.06.2024 at 12:00 Hrs and opening of
5 | Tender Giosing dale and time | 12.06.2024 at 11:00 hre and also reserves the right to cancel all the tenders without giving any reason to. B Hﬁ‘%’;iﬁ:}r' Pﬂf”'ﬁfﬂlﬂ of 'i?"l"*’ ﬂttfﬂma'?g'gg ‘-EQ?*}EE and 1o ag0qaa0e0l  [pam-1 is 22.06.2024 at 16:00 Hrs. Total
: N N _ 5 5 = QineEr vulnerabig icallions o ra Livision J {]Uanm?. tander Epemficaﬂan and olher
A — T i o I e e o e
chs 321 .80V, & P . 20,10,206. - .
The firms registered in GeM portal are only eligible o parficipate in this tender. Contact No. 022-22621886 / 022-22621973 EU=A-08 . Joyslem ovarAgea Lo, Undersigned reserve the right o cancel
For details of bid submission, pleasa refer webshe portal “hitpJdiwww.gem.gov.in® : ; 3 = ] Tender closing date : for all Sr. No, (1 to 7) : 21.06.2024, - For full details and the ga-E!-ids without assigning any reasomn.
For details of scope of work, approximate value of tender, location and other Email- maha.mmgpa2023(@gmail.com _ submission of bid please see the Indian Railway Website www.ireps.gov.in. Eﬁﬁgi“%-aﬂﬁﬂ-n?ﬂﬁbﬁﬂ" H
documents, pleasa refor website portal “hitp:/iwww.gem.gov.in” Slgnalure.u’— Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids through web ailg Biddgfs Ciiay ad«.-isgdmuimttm b
Note: It is the responsibility of the tenderers to check any corrigendum s Chief Executive Officer, Fortal wvnalrepa.gavin up 1o 15.00 hrs:on anove mantioned date. Manual ragularly for updated information from time
lssued for any correction; deletion or modifications uploaded subsequently Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, offers are not allowed against this tender and any such manual offer received 1o time. ﬂupermtgru:':.ing Engineer, Elacty.
In the website and the same shall be taken Into account while uploading the Mumbai : shall be ignored, 906/24 (D) Eﬁ'fmﬂj_ﬂk""k SDC, '151“ "ﬂgl. Sit‘l-ijli_ﬂtllﬂ;’lawﬁﬁ
tender. For further detalls please visit website at “http://www.gem.gov.in” = ; ; = T _ = _ - 5 kin. Lucknow. “Save Electricity lor the
P P i DGIPR/2024-2025/60 | §| North cenfral raitways &5 www.nerindianraiiways.povin £ @northcentralraibway || @ CPRONCR Interest of the Nation™ RO-80/24.05.2024
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Cong allowed Sikh
massacre, protected
rioters: PM in Punjab

i 2 Rahul, Akhilesh set
for rally in Varanasi

—
17
/

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

‘Ensured 10% EWS quota’:

HC stays probe against Bengal Raj Bhavan
staffers; guv seeks action against 3 officers

Kolkata: The Calcutta HC on Friday
ordered an interim stay on police
probe against officer on special duty
(OSD) and two other Raj Bhavan em-
plovees in connection with the moles-
tation allegation levelled against
West Bengal governor C V Ananda
Bose by a woman.

Meanwhile, Bose said he has
urged Centretoactagainstthree [AS/

carrving out an “unlawful investiga-
tion” into “cooked up” charges
against the three staffers. Bose ac-
cused these officers of “ingratiating™
towards Trinamool Congress.
Although the FIR does not name
the governor, Bose said the officers
had stepped bevond their role by
starting an illegal case against him
and vilifyving him in public, which

Modi takes swme at Cong

-ff-“' N

> Continued fromP1

Gurdaspur/Jalandhar: PM
Narendra Modi on Friday at-

vide the speed and scale of

[ ) eclaringonly BJP could pro-
development that India

tacked Congress over 1884-anti
Sikh riots, alleging that while
it allowed “massacre of Sikhs"
and its govts at Centre protect-
ed the rioters, he ensured the
guilty were punished.

Addressing poll rallies in
Punjab, he targeted Congress
and INDIA bloc, saying “no-
body knows thereal face of this
alliance better than Punjab.”

He slammed Congress for
instigating separatism in the
state, “orchestrating genocide
of Sikhs, and sheltering riot-
ers’
vironment of uncertainty and
disturbing communal harmeo-
ny" in Punjab. In contrast, he
claimed to have delivered jus-
tice to victims of anti-Sikh
riots and taken decisive action
against rioters. “This is what
hurts Congress and AAP the
most, and they continue to
abuse Modi,” healleged.

He also alleged that Pun-
jab CM Bhagwant Mann can-
not take any decision on his
own and had to go to Tihar
Jail (in Delhi) to take orders.
“Will Punjab govt once again
be run from jail when the
master returns to jail after
June1?” heasked.

Referring to former Pun-
jab CM Amarinder Singh
withoutnaming him, Modial-
leged that the Congress high
command in Delhi used to
send anti-national directives

52 yrs after ‘illegal’ discharge, ||
IAF war veteran wins pension

Ajay.Sura@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: Almost 52 vears after an
[AF war veteran was “illegally™ dis-
charged after only nine vears of ser-
vice, disentitling him from pension,
the Punjab and Harvana HC has held
that such an order could not have been

. thereby creating an “en-

amajwadi Party chief Akhi-

lesh Yadav and Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi will hold a joint
public meeting in support of
INDIA bloc candidate Ajay Raiin
Varanasi on May 28, AAP conv-
enor Arvind Kejriwal, Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge & RID's
Tejashwi Yadav may also share
the stage, Rai is pitted against
PM Modi in the high-profile seat.
Meanwhile, Privanka Gandhi
Vadraand Dimple Yadav will hold
a joint roadshow in support of Rai
in Varanasi on Saturday.

tothe elected CM of the state,
and when he refused to com-
ply he was removed.

Hailing the contribution
of Sikhs in the struggle for
Ram Mandir, Modi spoke of
the connection of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh with Kashi Vish-
wanath temple. He said “Ran-
jit Singh had donated gold to
the temple. As an MP from
Kashi, I bow to him.”

Modi said in Punjab, vot-
ing for Congress or AAP was
akin to “voting against Pun-
jab”. He called AAP a “whole-
sale trader of drugs”, with
drug dealers having a free
run. “I can recall its promise
to end drugs within two
months in Punjab. But today,
drug dealers have a free li-
cence here. Families are be-
ing destroyed,” he said.

(With inputs from Agencies)

Unit. He actively participated in the
India-Pakistan wars of 1965 and 1971
and also received decorations/med-
als. He completed nine years of ser-
vice on Dec 26, 1971, and was abruptly
discharged on March 28, 1972.

After hearing his plea, HC observ-
ed that no reasons had been cited in

needed, Modi contrasted his par-
tv with “the selfish and opportu-
nistic” INDILA bloc.

“For 60 years, Congress did
not even think that there were
poor people in the general catego-
v who needed reservation. Modi
came and ensured 10% reserva-
tion for them,"” he said.

The PM alleged that a conspir-
acy had been hatched to snatch
reservations from SCs, 8Ts and
OBCs and distribute theseamong
Muslims, just as Congress had al-
ready done in Karnataka.

Referring to Calcutta HC's or-
der this week invalidating OBC
certificates based on new classifi-
cations in Bengal since 2010, he
said another opposition figure —
CM Mamata Banerjee — had al-
ready refused to honour the ruling.

In Himachal Pradesh, Con-
gress govt didn't even distribute
central funds sent during the mon-
soon disaster last year in a fair
manner;, hesaid. Modi, whoalsoad-
dressed a rally in Nahan, said he
would inquire intoit afterthe polls.

“I sent hundreds of crores to
Himachal but the money was spent
selectively. The first thing I will do
{(on returning to office) is... find
out who stole the money;, dig it out
and then hand it over to the people.
Mark my words. This (Congress)
govt has nofuture,”

The PM said that the moun-
tainsof Himachal had taught him
to hold his head high with pride.
“1 cannot tolerate any insult to

IPS officers for acting in haste and

called for severe punishment. tun
& o iz
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Head office: Star House, C-5, "G" Block, Bandra - Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East) Mumbai - 400051

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR BOI RESIGNEES

In terms of 12" Bipartite Settiement/ 9" Joint Note dated 08.03.2024 and after
the “No Objection” from the DFS (MoF), employees who were in service of the
Banks on or after 1-1-1986 and had joined the Banks before 01-04-2010 and
have resigned from the service of the Bank on or before 26-04-2010 and were
otherwise eligible to join the pension scheme while in service have been given
an option and opportunity to join the Pension scheme within 90 days from issue
of guidelines.

For further details, please visil any Branch of Bank of India or contact Terminal
Benefits Division, HR Department, Head Office.

(General Manager — HR)

Security
tightened in
Nandigram:
EC has stat-
ioned 237
: companies
>R — of central
PM Narendra Modi being felicitated at a campaign ra]lz..I held in support of BIP forces & 210
candidate Sushil Rinku in Punjab's Jalandhar on Friday companies
of armed
‘Vote for BJP’: Modi writes to noted Kashi citizens : ;/"=orse
ver 2,000 prominent citizens of Varanasi were in for a pleasant surprise East Midna-
when they received a personalised |letter from PM Narendra Modi pore after
seeking support for BJP in Lok Sabha elections and also encouraging them violencein
to vote, reports Binay Singh. “ The biggest festival of Indian democracy is Nandigram,
goingon. Voting in Kashi Lok Sabha is to be held on June 1. Today, everyone's hours before
heartfelt love in Kashi made me a Banarasi. Not only an MP but | consider polling. Tww
myself ason of Kashi. All of you are requested that on June 1, every vote

should be in favour of BJP. Today, the future of the country is being built with

the power of your vote. You have a big contributionin making India
powerful,” says Modi in the letter. “If we talk about Kashi, you know more
than me. The resolutions we had taken for development of Kashi in pastten
years are being fulfilled one by one. Whatever | have been able to dowith the
blessings of Baba Vishwanath, a lot remains to be done. The 2024 electionis
important in many ways. The resolution of a developed India will be fulfilled
only with your vote and support. Let us move together to take our culture,
our traditions and our pride to greater heights,” it adds.

casting vote
1. It is informead to all efector that as per the directions of the Election Commission of India, all electors who have been
issued Elector Phodo Identity Card (EPIG) have {6 produce the EPIC for their identification at the polling skation before
casting theér votes, Those electors who ane not able to produce the EPIC shall produce ane of the foflowing altematae
phreata iently docurments For establishing their idandity.

fields and become successful”.
“But Congress's thinking is I

Mother India. But Congress hasa

problem with sayving ‘Bharat Ma- Passport

OFFICE OF THE RETURNING OFFICER
NEW DELH| PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY (NDPC-04)

OFFICE I'JF THE DIETHII‘JT MAGISTHATE NEW EIELHI DIETRIL’:T

‘ Ernall sdmend@ Elhl nic.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

ii. Driving Licenss

Sarvics [dentity Cands with photograph issued o employsas by CentralfGtate Gow, PSUSPullic Limibed

. Passhooks with phaltograph issued by Bank/Post Ofica

vi.  Srmart Card issued by RG| under NPR

ta ki Jai’, and Congress has a parochial. You have all seen the it :
problem with saying ‘Vande Mat-  way Congress politicians use de- .. SomBerE,
aram’. SuchaCongresscannever rogatory language while speak- v. PAMCard
doany good to Himachal.” ing about Mandi and Kangana, Al NNEdos G

This is an insult to Mandi. to Hi- e
machal and to all the women of .
thestate,” he said.

Modi hailed candidate Kanga-
naassomeone who “representsthe
belief that girls can choose newer

Aadhaar Card

o

FUTURE 13 HERE

M T tFEREa SAEnre S gt

JUM T, PR He, (91-2) GFEX ST, YR 0@, W9 TGS TR-201308 ""ql
Toll Free No.

Ui dEo5olo /[de8W/3366/2024

a1 gend aitelife fAer witiesor @1 941 guersiin diw-r YEA-GH-07/2024
ETeh THI 3T GATG 2024 & S AR WEa AR 8 & SRV S0 GBS Arar]
YEA-GH-07/2024 T &1 $eUHoSle & (7@ 06.06.2024 U4 Final Bid Submission £t
f&=Te 07.06.2024 T 931 <1 718 2 |

- 18001808296 daHISe www.yamunaexpresswayauthority.com

fa=Tie 22.05.2024 |
TS AT

Electoral Ragistration
prowided the nams of

Pansion document with phedograph X,

DIPShabdarth/ClassifiedD06E24-25

Smart Card msued undar the schame of Ministry of Labour
Cilficial igentity Cards issued 1o MPsMLASTILCS, and

2. Authenticated photo Voter Slips have been distibuled o all eleclors al their residence by the Booth Level Officers
iBLOs). Further, on the day of poll, the Booth Lewal Officer (BLO) or other designated officials will b2 present at the
Vaters Assistance Booth located oulside each polling station, during polling haurs, with undistribited Photo Vioter Slips
g0 that any elecior who has not been issued Authenticated Photo Volter Slip, can collect his'her Authenticatsd Photo
Voler Slip in originat from the said Voler Assistance Booth,

Besides your personal detads, photograph and the address of your polling station, the photo voter slip also has your seral
number in the final alectoral rall, Therefore, carrying it will help the poling staff 10 quickly locate your nami in the Elscioral
Raoll, thersby saving every ane's fime. However, Photo Voter Slip shall not be accapted a8 a stand-alone idendification
document for voling, esector are requested 1o carty EPIC or one of the 11 alternative documents as specified above.

3. In tha cass EPIC, minor discrepancias in the endrss thersin shoudd be jgnored provided the identity of the electos
can he established by the ERPIC. If an electar produces an Elecior Photo Idemtity Card, which has been issued by the

CHRcar of anothar Assembly Constituency, such EPIC shall also e accepied for dentification
that elector finds place In the electoral roll pedaining o the palling station where the elector has

turmed wp for woting. |f it is nol possibls o astablish the identidly of the elector on account of mismatch of photograph, et
the elector shall have to proeduce one of the alternalive phato documents mentioned above.

4. Notwithstanding anylthing above, overseas electors who are registered in the elecioral rolls under Seclion 20 & of the
Reprasentation of the People Act, 1950, basad on the particulars in thelr Passport, shall be dentified on the basis of thes
ariginal passport onky (and no olhar identily document) m thé palling slation,

Sdi- (laha Khosla), |AS
Raturning Officer, NODPC-04

I AT H ATdEA /ARy qof S §d giHrT &3 @ fafd Fsrag 2 —

CAD-142

End date of Submission for Registration and Timing for

06.06.2024 at 5:00 PM

EDISHA STATE SEEDS CORPORATION LIMITED

(A GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING)

passed “to the detriment and disad-
vantage of adefence personnel”.

the order discharging the petitioner,
and held that he was entitled to *“ben-

Submission of Brochure Fees, Processing Fees & EMD
Date of Final Bid Submission

SANTARAPUR, BHUBANESWAR - 751002
Tel - MD 0674-2340 5?3. E-mail- mdosscltdd456@gmail.com

07.06.2024 up to 5:00 PM

Pension has to be treated as a per-
sonal right of an individual for service
rendered to the state, a division bench
comprising justices Sanjeev Prakash
sharma and Sudeepti Sharma held,
while disposing of the petition filed by
former sergeant Gopi Ram. He had
sought directions to set aside an order
by the Chandigarh bench of Armed
Forces Tribunal (AFT), rejecting his
plea for pension on April 17, 2014.

The petitioner was enrolled in
[AF as a regular combatant airman
in the trade of radar operator, and on
completion of training on Dec 10,
1964, joined Operational 43 Signal

the age of 58 years.”

Mumbai-San Francisco Al flight
delayed by 20 hours, rescheduled

Mumbai: Passengers of an Air India flight from Mumbai to
San Francisco had to sit inside the passenger cabin for about
six hours with poor conditioning as the Friday afternoon flight
was inordinately delayved. Flight Al-179 was scheduled to de-
part at 2.25pm, but was rescheduled to 4pm. Passengers, in-
cluding senior citizens, had boarded by 3.30pm, said sources.

Air India, in a statement, said that the flight was delayed
due toengine problems. Later, some passengers did not want
to fly and so their check-in bags had to be removed, then the
planebegan taxingat7.17pm, but had toreturntothe bayasa
passenger felt unwell.

By the time the passenger and the check-in bags were re-
moved, the pilots’ duty time restriction Kicked in. The air-
line said it has accommodated passengers in a hotel and the
flight will now leave at 10.30am on Saturdaw. Air India said
passengers have been offered hotel accommodation and
complimentary rescheduling. T

efit of completing 15 years of service
for the purpose of pension alone”,
The court found the AFT order
conic”, and said: “His discharge or-
der having been quashed, he would
be entitled to full pension on comple-
tion of his full service on attaining

It did not appear reasonable to de-
prive the petitioner, who had been pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant, of the
benefit of 15 vears of pensionable ser-
vice, the bench observed, and directed
the defence accounts department un-
der ministry of defence (MoD) to re-
lease the benefits within four weeks.

Date for Display of Name of Qualified Bidders

21.06.2024 at 5:00 PM

“la- Date for E-Auction

25.06.2024 from 11:00 AM
to 2:00 PM

E-Auction ¥ Ud urs/andgd] &1 ol wifdeeo @) 99arse o) @916 21.06.2024 #7

Short e-Tender Call Notice for Procurement of Certified

Q530 Lid. invites short e-Tender only from Producers (and in case of GO PELUs, their authorzed Agencies)
on item wise rale contract basis for Procurement of Certified Chilli Seed for Kharif-2024 in double
cover system through online mode only for the work below.

NIT No. OSSC/ Mktg (Hort)-97/2024

Chilli Seed for Kharif-2024

Hehd & |

UHIETT @ W | Sdel A8 Aded B [BAd 25.06.2024 H1 E-Auction H T &

e deAl 8 f wrigswor @) 7941 1€ 9@ §71% 29.01.2024 9 A48 Hw&=0 79/11 | urf¥d
T 1.4 & FoTal 1.4.16 & aaid gfa bl
YWUS WX Udhel AT UTe Bidl & 1 7-7 fei @ 2 wi9fddi &g 94y 9 98 8y 94

i & w9 4 IF de $ R @ 9y

Mamea af the work

Purchase of Certified Chilli Sead for Kharif-2024

Ma af woark

Chne

Avaitability of bid docurments in portal

15.00 hours on dt, 27.05.2024 to 17.00hrs of di. 03.06. 2024

Last date of receipt of tender in portal

17.00 hrs of dt. 03.06.2024

Date and time opening of Bid

10.30 hrs of dt. 04.06.2024

YS! B el AaN U o W | aeueard W sifaRed sraes o 7 26 @1 g9 |
Udhel 318 JATASH bl e o9 g3 s |

website.

fasy waifaeN
I gaau¥d S faem urfasson |

The detailed descriptions of crops, vaneties, quanfity, parameters, terms and conditions and ofher details
of tender specified in the tender schedule would be made available in the e-Tender portal
www.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/ corrigendum/ cancellation can also be saan in the said

Sdi-

Managing Director
O55C Ltd.

OIPR-01106/11/0010/24-25

,@ INDIAN INSTITUTE OF HERITAGE
W@ A-19, Institutional Area, Sector 62, Noida - 201 309

ADMISSION NOTICE

Indian Institute of Heritage invites application for
admission to two different short-term courses of
five months duration namely: Art Appreciation
(English medium) & Bhartiya Kala Nidhi (Hindi
medium). The |ast date for receiving applications
for admission is 30 days from the date of
publication of this advertisement in Newspapers.
For more details, please visit our website:
www.nmi.gov.in

CBC 09103/12/0003/2425

REGISTRAR

. W ""E
>~ g 2
- ?rm T

23%) TELECOM REGULATORY
AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Mahanagar Doorsanchar Bhawan, JLN Marg
(Old Minto Road)
Near Zakir Hussain College, New Delhi-110002

Vacancy Circular No. 1-01/2024-A&P
Sub: Filling up of the post of Advisor (Financial & Economic Analysis) in

TRAI Headquarters, New Delhi on deputation on foreign service terms:
Extension of last date for receipt of applications - R

Refarance is invited to TRAI, New Delhi vacancy circular of even No. dated
28th March, 2024 vide which applications wera invited for filling up the
following post in its Headgquarter, New Delhi on deputation on foreign service
lerms: -

Mame of post Pay Band & Grade Pay
Advisor (Financial Pay Level-14 { ¥ 144200-218200) in the Pay
& Economic Matrix as per Tth CPC
Analysis) [Pra- revised PB-4, T 37400-67000+GP T 10000]
2. The last date to submit online application has now been extended upto
06th June, 2024,
3, Further details and application form can be oblained from the TRAI

websile www tral.gov.in. CEC 082021 20005/2425

GACL-NALCO Alkalies & Chemicals Private Limited

tFmmmted by GACL K KRALTO|
Reg. Office: GACL Corporate Building
P.O. Ranodi - 391350, Dist. Vadodara, Gujarat,
CIN: U2 100G 20 5PTCOBS24 T

Tender Notice - Coal Procurement
Supply of Non-coking Steam (Thermal) Imported Coal

4800/4600/4200 GAR for Dahej Plant, Gujarat.

Qualification criteria and other details are available on our website
http:/fwww.gnal.co.in

|Dale of Publishing of Details on the Website] 24" May, 2024
|Last Date for Issue of Tender Document | 31" May, 2024 up to 17.00 hrs.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that
one unidentified dead body of male
Mamely: Unknown, S/o: Unknown,
R/o: Unknown, Age: About 45 Years,
Height: 58", Complexion: Wheatish,
Built: thin, Face: Long,Wearing: pink
color shirt and black color lower and
brown color sandal in feet, who was found at PF MNo. 12,
New Delhi RLY Station,Delhi. In this regard a case FIR/DD
No. 12A di. 19.05.2024 has been registered at PS: New
Delhi RLY Station, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the above
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

Sd/- SHO
P.5: New Delhi Rly Station, Delhi

DP/6189/RLY/2024 Ph. 8750871305

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C,

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Baljeet @ Lucky S/o Lt. Surendar R/fo B-94, DDA
Flats, Jahangir Puri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence case FIR No. 69/2024 u/s
393/394/34 |PC dated 09.05.2024 at P.S. Mahendra Park,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Baljeet @ Lucky cannct be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Baljeet @ Lucky has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proceeding uw/s 82
Cr.P.C. has been initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby
made that the said Baljeet @ Lucky accused of FIR No.
69/2024 u/s 393/394/34 |IPC dated 29.01.2024 at P.S.
Mahendra Park, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on 24.06.2024.

By Order: Niharika Kumar Sharma
A.C.M.M. (North)

General public is hereby informed that this
woman (depicted in the photo) namely Jyoti
Wio Shiv Dutt Sing RIO H No-13/398
Kalyanpuri has been missing/kidnapped
from the area of 13/488 Kalyanpuri, Delhi. In
this regard a DD No. 99A, Dated 21.05.2024
has been registered at PS-Kalyanpuri,
Delhi. Sincere efforts have been made by
local police to trace out the missing woman who is mentally not fit but
no clue has come to light so far,

Her Physical description is as under:-

Sex: Female, Age: 36 Years, Height: 4 10" fi., Complexion:
Wheatish, Built: Thin, Face: Round, Wearing: Green suit, black
plazzo, grey slippers on feat and mentally not fit,

If anyone having any information about this person please inform
undersigned SHO

PS Kalyanpuri, Delhi
Ph. No: 011-22772287, +918750871880

DP/6106/ED/2024

SEARCH FOR MISSING

Room No. 117,
Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/6163/NW/2024%

OSBI

Premises Department, 9th floor, Corporate Centre, Nariman Paint, Mumbai - 400021

EMPANELMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL f CONSULTANCY FIRMS
State Bank of India (SBI) invites applications for empanelment of
Architectural/Consultancy firms for its wvarious Civil/ Interior/
Retrofitting/ Electrical/ HVAC/ Audio-Visual projects.

For eligibility criteria and other details, please log on to Bank's website
https://sbhi.co.infweb/sbi-in-the-news/procurement-news. Last date for

submission of application along with supporting documents is 29th June
2024. Applications received after due date will not be entertained.
Corrigendum/addendum if any in the matter will be published only on
Bank’'s above website.
Place: Mumbal

Date: 25.05.2024

Dy. General Manger (Premises)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(Section 82 Cr. Pc.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Sushil S/o Sh. Chatar Singh R/O Kheda
Pilaya, District Ghaziabad has committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 198/2008,
u/s 279/304-A IPC at PS Nand Nagri, Delhi and it has
been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused person Sushil, cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Sushil, has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Sushil accused
of FIR No. 198/2008, u/s 279/304-A IPC at PS Nand
MNagri, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 27.06.2024.

By order

Sh. Aridaman Singh Chima
Metropolitan Magistrate 03,
Room No.19

Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP/6149/NE/2024

INDIAN RAILWAYS
e GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)
(RAILWAY BEOARD)

New Delhi, dated: 24.05.2024
CORRIGENDUM-VII

Subject :- E-Tender No. TM-2303 for procurement of Rail Borne Maintenance
Vehicle "RBMV*" for Indian Railways to be opened on 28.06.2024

The date of opening of above mentioned tender due on 30.05.2024 has been
postponed fo 28.06 2024
Al otherierms and conditions of the subject tender remain unchanged.

1562/2024

No. 2023 Track-IIIMCI5

(Vijay Singh)

Executive DirectorTrack (M&MC)
Railway Board

Tele: No, 011-47845531

E-mail: vijay.singh.2017@gov.in

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Rahul, S/o Sattail, R/lo: Jhuggi No. 7, 38-Block, Shakti
Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 00251/17, Dated:
15/05/17, U/S 379/411 IPC, P.S. | P Estate, New Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Rahul cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Rahul has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rahul accused
of FIR No. 00251/17, Dated: 15/05/17, U/S 379/411 IPC,
P.5. | P Estate, New Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 04.07.2024.
By Order

Sh. Vinod Kumar

Metropolitan Megistrate-03 (Central),

Room No. 150, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/6094/CD/2024

BANGALORE URBAN ZILLA PANCHAYATH

Office of the Executive Engineer, Rural Drinking Water &

Sanitation Division, First Floor, Zilla Panchayat Building,
S. Kariyappa Road, Banashankari, Bengaluru - 560070.
No: EE/RDW&SD/BNG(U)/TND/02/2024-25
Dated: 22-05-2024

KPPP SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are invited through Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal for the works approved Under
JIM Head of Grants for the year 2022-23 Under
Two Cover System. The Tender Documents can be
obtained and Submitted on or before 01-06-2024
upto 4.00 PM. For further details contact the
above address during office hours or visit
Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Rural Drinking Water & Sanitation Division

DIPRCPM 06/

Advario/2024-25 Bangalore Urban Dist, Bengaluru.
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I HAVE A RECUREING NIGHTMAEE.
ALL MY MANSIONS, MY FLEET OF
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CAES, ALL MY CEEATIVELY
ACQUIREP WEALTH, SUPPENLY |
VANISH INTO THIN AlR.

i’ii“g
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YOU KEEP THE SAHOOLS
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ELECTORATE UNINFORMED
~  YOUR EMPIRE IS SAFE
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Capital gains crucial to future of Cong-AAP alliance

Atul Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The outcome of elections to seven Lok
Sabha seats in the capital is likely to have far-reach-
ing political implications this time. The results of
the direct fight between BJP and the Aam Aadmi
Party-Congress combine will decide the future of
the two alliance partners in Delhi politics, espe-
cially with the assembly elections just eight months
away. Until 2013, when AAP contested its first as-
sembly polls, the electoral fight in Delhi had been
a direct contest between Congress and BJP
Though B5P did manage to win a few wards in
the 2007 municipal elections and a couple of seats
in the 2008 assembly polls, it could never build on
it to pose a serious threat to the two established
players. AAP's entry to electoral fray changed the
equation and, in the 2013 Delhi assembly polls, the
city witnessed a three-cornered fight for supremas-
cy for the first time. The subsequent polls to Lok
Sabha, Delhi assembly, and Municipal Corporation
of Delhisaw AAP BJE and Congress vying for votes.
The ongoing general elections, however, have
seen a change in dynamics with opposition parties
cobbling up the INDIA bloc against BJP-led NDA.
Both AAP and Congress are constituents of INDIA
bloc and are jointly contesting the elections in
Delhi. This has turned the electoral contest into a
direct fight between BJP and the alliance. While

AAP has fielded its candidates in four seats — New
Delhi, East Delhi, South Delhi, and West Delhi —
Congress is contesting Chandni Chowk, North East
Delhi, and North West Delhi.

“*There is a simple arithmetic behind the alli-
ance, It is important to prevent the split of the anti-
BJP votes, Those who didn't want to vote for the
BJP earlier ended up voting for us or the Congress.
It helped BJP candidates secure an easy victory,”
said a senior AAP functionary, adding that the 2019
elections were different.

AAP national convener and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal also said the workers of the two parties
at both senior level and on the ground have syn-
chronised well and the joint campaign with the
functionaries asking for votes for each other has
worked well.

“The message has gone down clearly to everyone
that this election is not about voting for the party,
This is about saving the country and the Constitu-
tion,” he told TOL.

The 2019 Lok Sabha polls saw BJP walk away
with more than 56.7% of the total votes polled in
the national capital. Congress got 22.6% while AAP
could muster only 18.2%

The scenario was slightly different in 2014. Back
then, when BJP fought its first election with Nar-
endra Modi as PM face, it got 46.4%. While AAP
polled 33.1%, Congress had to settle for 15.2%. A
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Rahul Gandhi campaigning for Congress candidate
Kanhaiya Kumar in North East Delhi constituency

senior Congress functionary said the last Lok Sab-
ha polls saw many fence-sitters voting for BJP “to
zive the party vet another chance” to deliver on its
promises. He claimed there was no apparent wave

in favour of BJP and the govt was also facing anti-
incumbency, which could tilt the balance towards
the alliance. If the ongoing trend of less voting
continued in Delhi too, the alliance had a better
chance, he asserted.

“A shift of 8-10% of votes of fence-sitters from
the BJP in favour of the AAP-Congress alliance is
what we are looking at. If BJP gets restricted to its
traditional vote share, the purpose of forming the
alliance and giving the saffron fold a direct fight
will fructify™ said the Congress functionary.

This is not the first time the two parties have
joined hands against BJP With its eight MLAs In
the assembly, Congress had helped AAP form its
maiden govt in the capital in 2013, A keenly con-
tested election saw BJP bettering the 2008 result and
winning 32 seats with a 33.1% vote share, with
debutant AAP polling 29.5% of the votes and win-
ning 28 seats. The Congress tally plummeted to eight
from 43, and its vote share from 40.3% to 24.6%. The
AAP govt, however, survived for just 49 days with
CM EKejriwal resigning over his failure to table the
Jan Lokpal bill in the assembly:

Congress and AAP toved with the idea of having
an alliance again in the 2019 LS polls, but informal
parleys never reached the discussion table, The
functionaries of the state unit of both parties were
opposed to the idea, citing their opposition to each
other in the assembly, civic polls and having a com-

mon voter base.

The alliance ahead of the 2024 polls was also
finalised despite stiff resistance from their local
functionaries who were not willing to cede their
political space to the other. The decision to contest
in partnership with AAP also saw a major upheav-
al in Congress, with a few functionaries calling it
an “unholy alliance” and leaving the party

While there have been several corruption allega-
tions against AAP and its ministers now, some
Delhi Congress functionaries argued that with the
alliance, the party has virtually given them a clean
chit. “We are siding with AAP now. How will we
challenge their governance and policies and ques-
tion the corruption cases against them only a few
months later in the assembly polls?” asked a Delhi
Congress functionary.

“We are asking for votes and support for a party;
which is responsible for elbowing us out of Delhi
politics. We'll never be able to get our political space
back,” he added.

The internal dynamics of Congress and AAP
has made BJP hopeful. A BJP functionary said mak-
ing AAP workers campaign for Congress candidates
and vice versa was a difficult proposition. “Even
people understand the alliance has no ideological
backing. The hopefuls for tickets in assembly polls
in both parties are not keen on supporting the
other,” he said.

Having Vacated Their
Fief Of Tamluk For
Another BJP Nominee,
Contai Is Adhikari
Family’s Best, And Only,
Bet Against Trinamool

Dwaipayan Ghosh & Suman Mandal | TNN

Contai/Khejuri: Depending on whom
vou ask in East Midnapore, the Contai
Lok Sabha seat will be described as
either a stronghold or in the strangle-
hold of the Adhikaris who have ruled
the roost here for five decades. This
time, however, Contal is the family’'s
ticket to stay relevant in Bengal poli-
tics. It is more a battle of pride than
political one-upmanship. Here's why:
Sisir Adhikari, the satrap who held
this LS seat since 2009, has made way
for his youngest son Soumendu, who
15 the BJP nominee this time.

Tamluk is the other Lok Sabha seat
the Adhikaris had been holding the
reins of, Here too, Dibyendu, the sitting
Tamluk MP and Sisir’s elder son, va-
cated the seat for former high court
judge Abhijit Gangopadhyvay,

For Suvendu Adhikari, the Opposi-
tion leader in Bengal assembly, ensur-
ing a win for his brother Soumendu in
Contai is equal to ensuring his own.

Contai has witnessed significant
changes over the years. Among them
has been the rise of Adhikari senior;
who started out as a gram panchayat
member in 1962 and went on to become
a three-time MP and a junior Union
minister. Soumendu, therefore, carries

2024 Emltestants

Uttam Barik
TMC
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a huge burden of expectations and is
leaving nothing to chance.

At Chaukhali, in the Chandipur as-
sembly segment of the Contai LS seat
that Trinameool won in 2021, Soumendu
recently held a bike rally. About 150
hikes carrying 400 party workers zig-
zagged down the lanes here, seeking
votes for Soumendu. “T am no astrolo-
oer, but [ am telling vou we will lead in
all the seven assembly segments. 1 suf-
fered a lot when this (state) govt named
me in fake criminal cases. It's time they
answered for it,” Soumendu said.

A little later, at Batnan village, Sou-
mendu claims he has the people’s bless-
ings. His aides claim Sisir fought
against the formidable Left Front for
decades and scripted its decline.

Whichever way the political winds
seem to be blowing in Contai, on paper

2019 Results (votes)
Sisir Adhikari | TMC [ILLE:

Debasish Samanta | 8P LY

Paritosh Pattanayak | CPM [l 76,185
Dipak Kumar Das | Cong | 16,851

space in Contai constituency

LIL

at least, Soumendu stands on strong
ground. BJP won four of the seven as-
sembly seats here in the 2021 polls —
Contai North, Contail South, Khejuri
and Bhagabanpur. Trinamool had to
stay content with Patashpur, Ramnagar
and Chandipur,

Patashpur MLA Uttam Barik is Tri-
namool’s pick for Contai. The party's
performance in the 2023 panchayat elec-
tions has punctured BJP's “invineibil-
ity” in the rural belts dotting Contai.
Along with a resurgent Trinamool, the
Adhikaris are battling another adver-
sary: the state govt's social schemes
have gained traction and the CAA-NRC
issue has found takers in East Mid-
napore, where Muslims form nearly
15% of the population.

Every day, once he steps out of his
makeshift office in Contai, what awaits

Party flag changes, Adhikaris’ bid
to retam famlly rough doesn’t

Barik is hectic campaigning in hamlets
bordering the coastal town of Digha -
Talgachari, Danda Belboni, Juki and
Kabra. He offers puja at every shrine on
the way and connects with the voters.

The local area MLA and senior East
Midnapore Trinamool leader Akhil Giri
has been missing from these meetings.
There are rumblings of factionalism
with Giri perceived as being opposed to
Barik. But factionalism is the least of
concerns for Trinamool workers at
present. Ensuring Soumendu Ad-
hikari's defeat is their sole mission.

Back in Ramnagar, Barik gets “dis-
missive” when asked about Soumendu.
“My fight 1s against BJP [ will not utter
the name of a man who has no ideals,
the one who used Trinamool for his fam-
ily's gains and then dumped it for his
own goals. | have the calculations ready;
and we are winning,” he insisted.

The region throws up sharply di-
vided lovalties. Ardent Trinamool vot-
ers like Lakhan Goruil of Alampur in
Ramnagar are furious, “They keep call-
ing Mamata and Abhishek Banerjee
chor (thief). What proof do they have?”
he asked. TMC workers claimed Ma-
mata has also said that both father and
son (Sisir and Suvendu) had colluded
with the CPM, leading to loss of livesat
Nandigram on March 14, 2007.

But BJP supporters disagree. “He
(Sisir) went all the way to Delhi to attend
Abhishek’s marriage. Today, they are
vet again tryving to discredit the role of
the Adhikari family in the Nandigram
movement against land acquisition. But
evervone here knows he and Suvendu
mobilised resources and people for it.
He {Sisir) even suffered a cracked hip
in the violence that followed and it has
vet not healed,” a BJP organiser, who
was earlier with Trinamool, said.

A strongman

Rajeev.Dikshit@timesgroup.com

Jaunpur: The present political churning inJaun-
pur belies its sleepy demeanour: The town famous
for its ‘imartis’ (dessert) has given a taste of suc-
cess to all major parties, and this is the reason why
stakes are high in this election too.

Amid the battle of turncoats fielded by BJP
and SE local strongman Dhananjay Singh has
added ‘tadka’ to the contest with his swift and
swinging loyalties within days.

The dramatic ripples in Jaunpur's political
bowl started on March 3 when BJP named the
candidature of former Maharashtra minister and
ex-Congressman Kripashankar Singh. Next day,
Dhananjay, who was elected MP on a BSP ticket
from the seat in 20049, ex-
pressed his wish to enter the
fray. But the plan got nixed
when a court convicted him
on March 6 in an extortion- |
kKidnapping case and handed
him a seven-yvear jail term.

Dhananjay headed to the
jail but managed to secure a
BSP ticket for his wife and
zila panchayat chairperson
Srikala Reddy from the seat.
His confinement too was
brief as the ‘bahubali’ neta
walked out of jail on May 1
after getting bail from Alla-
habad HC. Thereafter, in a
sudden turn of events, Sri-
kala took back her candida-
ture and BSP fielded its MP
Shyvam Singh Yadav on the last day of filing of
nomination. Dhananjay, thereafter, extended sup-
port to BJP on May 14 and Srikala’s picture of
courtesy call to Union home minister Amit Shah
went viral on social media.

Kripashankar, who joined BJP in 2021 after
quitting Congress, hails from a Rajput family of
Jaunpur and is playving the ‘homecoming’ card.

For local voters, the changing equations are a
bit confusing. Arun Tripathi, a real estate busi-
nessman, says, “The past two months were diffi-

Kripashankar (right)
campaigning in Jaunpur |

adds ‘tadka’ to

Jaunpur’s spicy poll soup

cult for BJP supporters who also have good rela-
tions with Dhananjay His sympathisers were
angry after he was arrested though they have
cooled now after he allied with BJE” Local BJP
functionaries like Surendra Pratap Singh and
Vidvasagar Sonkar say BJP has found a cushion
with Dhananjay’s decision.

SPis banking on caste calculations and support
from Muslims. SP has fielded BSP turncoat Babu
Singh Kushwaha, once a close lieutenant of BSP
supremo Mayawati before he fell out of favour
after getting mired in the National Rural Health
Mission scam. It's a quest for resurrection for
Eushwaha, who has been in the political wilder-
ness since the scam. His entry upset local SP
cadre as he reached the town with his chosen poll
managers. SP brass had to
intervene and pacify the
party ranks to set the ball
rolling. The party has in-
tensified campaigning
among traditional voters of
. Mauryvas and Kushwahas.

Sources say sitting BSP
MP Shyvam Singh Yadav,
whom the party had denied
ticket initially opened talks
with SP and was even
promised a ticket from
Jaunpur but Kushwaha
made the final cut, Yadav's
ties with BSP brass were
not cordial and he also took
part in Rahul Gandhi’s
Nvay Yatra. Jaunpur-based
lawver Brijbhushan Singh
says, “With all twists and turns, Jaunpur will not
be a cakewalk for any contender because of caste
and communal equations.”

The town’s 19.58 lakh voters expect a close con-
test as each Brahim, Rajput, OBC, Muslim and
Dalit votes have almost equal share of around 15%.
It has sent 11 Rajputs, four Yadavs and two Brah-
mins to Parliament so far. “Dalit voters play a key
role, In 2014, they ensured a smooth win for BJP
but drifted towards BSP in 2019, says Jamil, an-
other local resident.

(Ground beneath their feet is red-hot,
but Jharia residents just can't leave

Jaideep Deogharia & Anil Asutosh | TNN

Jharia (Dhanbad): The earth be-
neath your feet is hot as pan, ready
to crumble like cookies any moment.
You can sense the vibrations of rag-
ing flames underneath and watch
fumes emanating through cracks and
fissures on ground here and there.
The air is loaded with a pungent
odour of burning sulphur ammonia
and bitumen and a waft of colourless,
odourless gas braces your face at
intervals, pushing vou to the brink |
of losing consciousness.

Welcome to Jharia — the city of
black diamond for some and the ‘hell
on earth’ for others, Boasting the
richest reserves of high-quality bitu-
men used in the production of coke
to fuel steel industry, the region is
also known for the century-old un-
derground coal fire that has resulted
In extreme damage to life and prop-
erty since 1916.

Elections come and go, govis
change but little has changed for the
residents, most of whom have ac-
cepted the impending catastrophe

=
*

An open-cast mine spewing g
smoke in Jharkhand's Jharia

around to make coke-coal. They will
sell it to the market and earn a living.
If they are relocated to Belgaria, the
resettlement colony made by Bharat
Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL), they will lose
their livelihood,” said a young man
from one of those families who have
refused to relocate,

Rupesh Kumar, 11, who has stopped
going to school now, also engages in
picking coal. For the poor in colliery,
earning through coal picking depends

as their fate. “They ask us torelocate
to the Belgaria colony, but we have to
eat to survive. What are we supposed
to do there to earn a living,” asks San-
toshi Devi (name changed on request),
a woman from among the four families
who have refused to vacate their mud
shanties in Basti No.7 of Bastakola col-
liery She has witnessed her neighbour,
Mandalji, a shopkeeper, falling into a
crevice on the ground a few months ago
and burning his feet completely,
People in the locality blame these
families and hundreds of those living
a few hundred metres far from the fire
spot for “risking their lives out of
their greed for stealing coal”. “You can
see heaps of coal being fired in and

on number of hands engaged.

Jharia Coalfield Bachao Samity
president Rajiv Sharma, however, re-
fuses to accept the theory that BCCL
has given ample facilities to relocate
the people. The Samity wrote a letter
to the principal secretary at the Prime
Minister's office last month with a list
of suggestions on what must be done
for the Jharia residents so that they
can relocate. Activists believe under-
eround fire is a ‘trump card’ in the
hands of BCCL and govt to displace
the people without compensating
them adequatelv.

“In the name of underground fire
and lurking danger to lives, people

are being asked to vacate their land
and go to the ‘cage-like-houses’ in
Belgaria on which thousands of
crores of rupees have been spent by
the Jharia Rehabilitation Develop-
ment Authority without applying
mind,” Sharma said.

He added that the land losers must
be compensated under Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013,

Sharma’s demand is corrobo-
rated by the fire-affected people in
other regions of Jharia as well,
Coal transport machine driver
Anil Kumar Thakur believes the
alternate arrangement provided
to them is not sufficient. “I have
no complaints with the company
I work for but what about the govt,
Thev have left us at the mercy of
coal companies. Shouldn’t they
intervene and set a standard of
compensation,” he asked.

Thakur has decided to exercise

t=|  his franchise on Saturday and en-

sure there is some change,

“We can't say our elected rep-
resentatives do not come here,
Even the Union minister (Prahlad
Joshi) had visited, Rahul Gandhi
came here to talk to the coal miners
but these visits have not solved our
problems,” he said.

BCCL public relations officer
Samiran Dutta said the tenure of the
old policy is about to end, and a new
draft policy with better provisions is
being considered.

“The matter has reached the Cab-
inet after a presentation before the
PM. Once it gets approval, we can
expect a rehabilitation and resettle-
ment plan that suits the interest of
those affected by fire,” he said.

With inputs from Divy Khare

How BJP’s ‘Saini gambit’ to corner
non-Jat votes is playmg out in Hry

Mudita.Girotra @timesgroup.com

their representation.

ill BJPs strategy of
building a broad
non-Jat coalition in
Harvana work in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, in the
absence of a wave and in the
face of visible discontent among
farmers? Analysts say the ap-
proach is likely to pay dividends,
but it also runs the risk of a fur-
ther consolidation of Jat votes
behind Opposition ranks.

The strategy isn’'t new. BJP
which has been in power in Hary-
ana since 2014, had made Mano-
har Lal Khattar, a Punjabi, the
chief minister. Earlier this year,
the party replaced Khattar with
Navab Singh Saini, an OBC. Both
moves were seen as attempts to
consolidate sections of the non-
Jat votes, Over the past decade, the
party has been steadily mopping
up non-Jat votes to win both in the
assembly and Lok Sabha polls.

“The approach seems to be
working for BJP in these elections
as well. The state is already pola-
rised on the lines of’ Jat and non-
Jat politics. BJP has now found
another base by appeasing the
Sainis and others in the OBC
group,” says Satish Tvagi, a po-
litical expert, author and senior
journalist from Rohtak.

However, this time, there are
new challenges. For instance,
there’s no overarching narrative
cutting across constituencies.
“BJP seems to be losing ground
in constituencies with the highest
population of Jats, such as
Rohtak, Sonipat, Hisar, Bhiwani
Mahendargarh and Kurukshetra.

CMs | First CM Bhagwat
Dayal Sharma was a
Brahmin and his successor
Rao Birender Singh was a
Yadav. They were followed
by a succession of Jats,
except Banarsi Das Gupta, a
Bania, from 1975 to 1977 and
briefly in 1990. Bhajan Lal
(1979-86) & (1991-96) was a
Jat from the Bishnoi sect

A Punjabi (Manohar Lal
Khattar) became CM for
the first time, after BJP
came to power in 2014,
In the run-up to 2024
polls, BJP made Nayab
Singh Saini the chief
minister with an eye on
consolidating the
non-jat vote

That's because Jats, who are feel-
ing sidelined under the BJP re-
gime, are uniting against the
party” says Tyagi.

Also, a long-standing but
little talked about divide be-
tween Jats and Punjabis ap-
pears to be playing a role in the
elections. Punjabis (10-12% of
the state's population) have
been gravitating to the BJP, par-
ticularly because the commu-
nity felt sidelined in the race for
govt jobs in previous regimes.
“Former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda's promise of reservation
for Jats had further widened the
rift, making caste lines more
rigid,” according to political
commentator Hemant Atri. A
Jat reservation bill was passed

Nayab Singh Saini (left) with .
former CM Manohar Lal Khattar (558

saini [ 2.5

*excluding Sainis

in 2016 after a months-long agi-
tation, from which BJP benefit-
ed in the 2019 Lok Sabha and
subsequent assembly polls.
The appointment of Khattar
as CM brought cheer to the Pun-
jabil community but it did little to
bridge the growing caste divide.
The move to make Saini the
CM is seen as an attempt to gar-
ner support of the state’s OBC
population, which constitutes
around 20-22% of the electorate.
The Saini community, although
only about 2.5% of the state’s
population, 1S seen as a gateway
to the larger OBC demographic.
Even so, Navab Singh's elevation
was not universally welcomed
and some OBC groups, like the
Yadavs, raised questions about

“It's good to see the OBCs ris-
ing,” said Ashu Yadav, a medical
store employee in Rohtak. “But
our caste should also be accom-
modated.”

Congress though does not see
Saini's appointment as having
much of an impact. “Nothing
has changed (after he was elect-
ed CM). People are confused as
to who their CM is. Some people
still think it's Khattar.” said
Selja Kumari, the Congress LS
candidate from Sirsa.

Jats and Punjabis have
emerged as two distinet blocs this
time with their support lying
with Congress and BJE respec-
tively, although there's also the
urban-rural divide to contend
with. While a majority of Pun-
jabi voters — settled mostly in
urban areas — support BJE some
sections continue to back Con-
gress, However, most Jats con-
sider Congress, INLD, and JJP
their preferred parties. In rural
areas, there appears to be barely
any support for BJP this time,
thanks to the farmer protests.

“The Jat-Punjabi issue is not
being openlv discussed by parties
but people openly talk about it,”
savs Rohtak-based journalist Vi-
render Phogat.

Many Punjabis seem to re-
joice in the fact that they aren’t
governed by Jats anymore, “The
previous govts gave all benefits
and jobs to Jats. There was an
unsaid rule that nearly nine out
of 10 govt jobs would go to Jats,
It's good that that's changing,”
says Pivush Kataria, a shopkeep-
er in Rohtak district.
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SEAN KINGSTON AND HIS MOTHER WERE ARRESTED ON FRAUD

THINGS WITHOUT
MEANING ARE THE

MOST BEAUTIFUL ONES.

— ELENA FERRANTE

& THEFT CHARGES AFTER A SWAT RAID ON THE RAPPER’S HOME

Top court of UN orders Israel Canada to remove restrictive c1tlzensh1p

by descent norms, diaspora to benefit

Israel: Will Go
On Fighting
For Ourselves

T The United Nations' top
1 court ordered Israel to
immediately haltits mi-
litary operations in the Rafah
region of the Gaza Strip, par-
tially granting a request by
South Africainacase over ge-
nocide allegations.

Israel must open the Rafah
border erossing for humanita-
rian assistance and submit a
report on the measures it is ta-
king to do that within one
month, the International Co-
urtof Justice ruled by a voteof
13-2 on Friday The ICJ's judg-
ments are binding, with no
right of appeal, but it has no
mechanism to enforce any or-
der. South Africa had asked
the court to deliver an urgent
order to protect Palestinians
in Gaza from “irreparable vio-
lations™ of their rights in hea-
rings last week. Israel denied
in those hearings that it is
committing genocide in Gaza
and said South Africa’s requ-
est had “blatant distortions.”

“Those who demand that
Israel stop the war, demand
that Israel decrees itself foce-
ase from existence. We will
not agree to that,” Israel’s fi-
nance minister Bezalel Smot-
rich in a poston X, reacting to
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Heavy machinery is being used to dlspcrs& of rotten eggs, part of aid
packages for Gaza stuck on the Egypt side of the border with Rafah on
Friday. Egypt and the US agreed to temporarily send humanitarian aid
to the UN in Gaza via Israel's Kerem Shalom crossing until legal
mechanisms are established to reopen the Rafah border

Labour politician wants to recognise Palestine

London: UK opposition leader Keir Starmer said on Friday he
wanted to recognise a Palestinian state if he won power inthe July 4
election, but said that such a move would need to come at the right
time ina peace process. The Labour Party has been engulfed by an
internal battle over its policy to the war in Gaza since the Oct 7 attack
by Hamas that led to Israel's invasion. Starmer has faced criticism
for some traditional Labour voters for only gradually shifting the
party’s position towards supporting a ceasefire in Gaza. reuTers

Friday’s verdict. “We conti-
nue to fight for ourselves and
for the entire free world.”

“This order is groundbrea-
King as it is the first time that
explicit mention is made for Is-
rael to halt its military action
in any area of Gaza, this time
specifically in Rafah,” South
African department of inter-
national relations & coopera-
tion Zane Dangor said in a sta-
tement. “This is de facto cal-
ling for a ceasefire.”

The Palestinian militant
group Hamas hailed the UN
court’s ruling but criticised its
decision to exclude the rest of
war-torn Gaza from the order;

A senior EU official said
Friday that talks on deploving
a European Union mission at
the Rafah border crossing in
(aza are at a preliminary sta-
ge and the deployment will not
happen without an end to the
war between Israel and Ha-
IMASs. BLOOMBERG, AFP

Army recovers
remains of 3
Gaza hostages

¥ The Israeli military said
l Friday its forces had ret-
rieved the bodies of
three hostages in an over-
night operation in the nort-
hern Gaza Strip's Jabalia.

The remains of 1sraeli hos-
tage Chanan Yablonka, Brazi-
lian-Israeli Michel Nisen-
baum and French-Mexican
Orion Hernandez Radoux
“were rescued” and theirfami-
lies had been notified after fo-
rensic identification, the mili-
tary said in a statement. “Ba-
sed on verified intelligence in
our possession, the hostages
were murdered during the Oc-
tober 7 massacre”, it said.

Yablonka, 42, and Hernan-
dez Radoux, 32, were abducted
from a music festival when Pa-
lestinian militants stormed
southern Israel from Gaza on
QOct 7, triggering the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war:

Nisenbaum, a 59%year-old
from the Israeli city of Sderot
near Gaza, was last contacted
on his way to an army base on
the border to pick up his grand-
daughter on the day of the at-
tack. He had been on the phone
with family members when the
linewas cut. A person speaking
Arabic then answered a call
from one of hisdaughters. arp

Over 100 feared
dead in landslide

In Papua Guinea

Melbourne:

gency response is

and lett it isolated.

Residents said thatestima-
tesof thedeath toll were above
100, although authorities ha-
ven't confirmed that figure.
some villagers and local me-
diareportssaidthe numberof
people killed might be much
higher, though they did not ci-
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More than 100
people are believed to have be-
en killed in a landslide Friday
thatburiedavillage in aremo-
te, mountainous part of Pa-
puaNew Guinea, and an emer-
underway,
officials in the South Pacific
island nation said. The lands-
lide struck Enga province,
about 600km northwest of the
capital, Port Moreshy, at ro-
ughly 3am, Australian Broad-
casting Corp reported. Resi-
dents from surrounding areas
said boulders and trees from a
collapsed mountainside buri-
ed parts of the community

Moscow/London: Russian
President Vladimir Putin is
ready to halt the war in Uk-
raine with a negotiated cea-
sefire that recognises the
current battlefield lines, fo-
ur Russian sources told Re-
uters, saving he is prepared
to fight on if Kviv and the
West donot respond.
Three of the sour-
ces, familiar with dis-
cussions in Putin’s
entourage, said the
veteran Russian lea-
der had expressed
frustration to a small group
of advisers about what he vi-
ews as Western-backed at-
tempts to stymie negotia-
tions and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Vledymyr Zelensky's
decision to rule out talks.
*Putin can fight for as long
as it takes, but Putin is also
ready fora ceasefire —tofre-
eze the war,” said another of
the four, a senior Russian so-

Putin ‘seeks ceasefire’
on current frontlines

urce who has worked with
Putin and has knowledge of
top level conversations.

Asked aboutthereportat
a news conference in Bela-
rus on Friday, Putin said pe-
acetalksshould restart. “Let
them resume,” he =said, ad-
ding that negotiations sho-
uld be based on “the
realities on the gro-
und” and on a plan ag-
reed during a previo-
us attempt to reach a
deal in the first weeks
of thewar, “Noton the
basis of what one side
wants,” he said.

Ukrainian foreign mini-
ster Dmytro Kuleba said on
X that the Russian leader
was trying to derail a Ukrai-
nian-initiated peace summit
in Switzerland next month
by using his entourage to
send out “phony signals”
about his alleged readiness
to halt the war. reuters

Blinken to
visit Moldova
next week

L' Moldova next week, the

state department announced
Friday, in a new Western gestu-
re of support to the former So-
viet republic as tensions rise
with Russia. The diplomat will
hold talks in Moldova on Wed-
nesday on his way to a meeting
of Nato foreign ministers in
Prague, which will pave the
way for the alliance’s 75th anni-
versary in Washington in July,

Blinken last visited Moldo-
va in 2022, weeks after Russia’s
invasion of neighbouring Uk-
raine. The invasion raised fe-
ars on the next moves by Mo-
scow, which stations some 1,500
troops in Moldova's pro-Russia
breakaway region Transnist-
ria. While Moldova has staved
out of direct conflict, Russia
has been angered by its embra-
ce of 4 Western path. arp
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Mumbai: Canada’s immigra-
tion minister, Marc Miller, on
Thursday night introduced a
legislation that will extend ci-
tizenship by descent beyond
the first-generation. This
news has been welcomed by
several immigrants inclu-
ding the Indian diaspora.

The Citizenship Act was
amended in 2009 to add a “first-
generation limit’ to citizens-
hip by descent. This meant
that a Canadian citizen pa-
rent could pass on citizenship
to a child born outside Cana-
da only if the parent was eit-
her born in Canada or natura-
lized before the child’s birth.

However, because of the
first-generation limit, Cana-
dian citizens who were born
outside Canada could not in
turn pass on citizenship to
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their child, if the child was al-
s0 born outside Canada. Nor
could they apply for a direct
orant of citizenship for achild
adopted from outside Canada.

The proposed amend-
ment comes in the wake of a
court ruling, last year, which
held the first-generation li-
mit to be unconstitutional.
TOI, in its edition of Jan 23,
had reported that the Canadi-
an government would not ap-
peal against this order.

Pavan Dhillon, immigra-

tion attorney illustrates the
first-generation limit. Mrs. A
was born in India and was its
former citizen. Subsequently
after migrating, she acquired
Canadian citizenship, On her
return to India, she bore a
child-*B.’ Now, ‘B’ was eligib-
le to be a Canadian citizen
through descent. Subsequent-
Iy, ‘B’ (a Canadian citizen) co-
uld not under the first-genera-
tion limit rule pass on citi-
zenship to her child (let us na-
me him C) if C was also born
outside Canada.

According to the proposed
amendment children born
abroad to Canadians since
2009, would automatically be
granted citizenship. A new
substantial connection test
would be created for those
born outside Canada, after
the new law comes into effect.

IMF team leaves Pak
sans bailout agreement

Omer Farooq Khan |t

Islamabad: An Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund team re-
turned on Friday to Washing-

ton without signing a staff-le-

vel agreement with Pakistan
for a new bailout programme,
saying it will considersigning
it after assessing Islamabad’s
implementation of stringent
conditions it has laid down.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif and his team had assu-
red the IMF mission they wo-
uld implement all its condi-
tions and expected to ink a
staft-level agreement during
this visit by the IMF team.
The IMF mission stated it wo-
uld decide on whether or not
to give Pakistan a bailout af-
ter approval of the country’s
budget by parliament.

Implementin all IMF conditions
will put an extraordinary burden
on the people, experts say

Media reports suggest the
IMF visit’s purpose was to
gauge Pakistan's budget pre-
parations and see whether its
next fiscal vear economic
framework was in line with
the overall objectives of ensu-
ringfiscal and external sector
sustainability,

Official sources said the
global lender gave Pakistani
authorities a very hard time

onenergy, monetary and taxa-
tion policles. “Based on the
preliminary findings of this
mission, staff will prepare a
report that, subject to mana-
gement approval, will be pre-
sented to IMF's executive bo-
ard for discussion and deci-
gion,” said Nathan Porter, the
IMF mission’s chief, ahead of
leaving Islamabad.

Porter said Pakistan wo-
uld have to continue progress
towards low and stable infla-
tion by appropriate monetary
and exchange rate policies;
improve public service provi-
sion through state-owned en-
terprise (S0OE) restructuring
and privatisation; and promo-
te private sector development
by securing a level-playing fi-
eld for investment and strong-
er governance.

S’pore airline may have to cough
up 8-figure payout for victims

#and brain injuries co-
uld seek eight-figure pa-
vouts, one lawver said, as the
extent of the harm following
the Singapore Airlines flight
that encountered extreme
turbulence becomes clearer.
Prior payouts for similarly
severe injuries escalated
“pasily into seven and some-
times eight-figure claims.”
Peter Neenan, a parter speci-
alising in aviation litigation

[')as; sengers with spinal

at London-based firm Ste-
warts, sald inan interview.

Several dozen people suf-
fered traumatic, and potenti-
ally life-changing, injuries,
doctors have said. Some pati-
ents encountered paralysis
and 22 patients are being tre-
ated for spinal and spinal
cord injuries. Another six
are being treated for skull
and brain trauma.

Under the Montreal Con-
vention, which governs avia-

Trump no longer a taboo for some Valley investors

T'gana techie
found dead in
sea off Sydney

Hyderabad: Five days after a
d0-vear-old IT professional
from Telangana’'s Ranga Reddy
district went missing from ho-
me in New South Wales in Aust-
ralia, his body was recovered
from the sea near a beach in
sydney It is not clear if Arati
Arvind Yadav's death is a case
of drowning. His death came
just a week after his mother Us-
ha Rani had returned from
Australia after paying hima vi-
sit. Arvind's father Arati
Krishna Yadav had died inaro-
ad accident in 2006. Arvind had
been working in Australia for
nearly a decade, and was mar-
ried 18 months ago. On May 20,
Arvind told hiswife that he was
taking his car out for a wash,
but did not return home. tn

ropagandists and scam-

San Francisco: In 2021, Da-
vid Sacks, a prominent ven-
ture capital investor and pod-
cast host, said former Presi-

dent Donald Trump's beha-

viour aroundthe Jan6riot at
the US Capitol had disquali-
fied him from being a future
political candidate.

At a tech conference last
week, Sacks said hisview had
changed. “I have bigger dis-
agreements with Biden than
with Trump,” the investor sa-
id. Sacks said he and his pod-
castco-hosts were workingon
hosting a fundraiser for
Trump, which could include
an interview for their “All In"
show. They also extended an
invitation to President . Joe Bi-
den, he said, but the Trump
camp was more open to it.

Such public support for
Trump used to be taboo in §i-

Reuters

In May, Trump made a virtual
appearance at a VC conference
in Washington. He thanked
attendees for ‘keeping your
chin up', and said he looked
forward to meeting them

licon Valley, which has long
been seen asaliberal bastion.
But frustration with Biden,
Democrats and the state of

the world has increasingly
driven some of tech’'s most
prominent venture capita-
liststothe right.

Some investors, like Cha-
math Palihapitiyva of Social
Capital, backed Democratsin
the past. (He is set to co-host
the fundraiser for Trump
alongside Sacks.) Others, like
Mare Andreessen of Andre-
essen Horowitz and Shaun
Maguire of Sequoia Capital,
have criticized Biden witho-
ut expressing support for
Trump. Much of Silicon Val-
ley, including prominent do-
nors like investors Reid Hoff-
manand Vinod Khosla, rema-
ins loyal to Democrats.

Peter Thiel, the investor
who backed Trump in the
past, has said he is disillusio-
ned with politics and plans to
stay outof the 2024 race.

foreigners allegedly stealing

blaming toreigners for the na-

Thiel's loud and enthusi-
astic support for Trump in
2016, which included a $1.25
million donation, came as a
shock. Even more surprising
to some In the industry was
the way that, after Trump
won the election that vear, the
world seemed to blame tech
companies for his victory
The resulting “techlash” aga-
inst Facebook and others cau-
sed some industry leaders to
reassess their political views,
a trend that continued thro-
ugh the social and political
turmaoil of the pandemic.

During that time, Demo-
crats moved further to
the left and demonized suc-
cessful people who madealot
of money, further alienating
some tech leaders, said Brad-
ley Tusk, aventure capitalin-
vestor and political strate-

tered voters. The continent’s

tion rights and compensa-
tion for international flights
fromdeath and injury to pas-
sengers after an accident,
Singapore Airlines is liable
for up to 5170,000 per person.
But there can be scope for
larger damages.
Singaporean investiga-
tors are analysing a cockpit
voice recorder and a flight
data recorder as part of the
investigation into the inci-
dent of turbulence, sLoomeere

Those Indians who post
enactment of the proposed le-
aiglation are eligible to beco-
me Canadian citizens and
want to opt for it, will have to
oive up their Indian citizens-
hip, as dual citizenship is not
permitted. The proposed pro-
visions require that “parents
born abroad who have or
adopt children also born out-
side Canada will need to have
spent at least 1,085 cumulative
davs of physical presence in
Canada prior to the birth or
adoption of their child to pass
on citizenship”,

Een Nickel-Lane, immig-
ration expert states, “This an-
nouncement could be wvery
significant to a large group of
individuals worldwide, notab-
Iy Indian Nationals given that
they are our largest source of
new Canadians.”

China’s latest
Al chatbot is
trained on
Xi's ideology

Hong Kong: China’s latest
artificial intelligence chat-
bot is trained on President Xi
Jinping'sdoctrine, ina stark
reminder of the ideological
parameters that Chinese Al
maodels should abide by

China’s cyberspace aca-
demy earlier this week anno-
unced the chatbot trained on
Xidinping Thought, adoctri-
ne which promotes “socia-
lism with Chinese characte-
ristics.” The bot was trained
on seven databases, six of
which were mostly related to
information technologies
provided by China's internet
watchdog, the Cyberspace
Administration of China.

Xi Jinping Thought was
the seventh database that the
chatbot was trained on, ac-
cording to a WeChat messa-
ging service post by CAC’s
magazine about the Al mo-
del. The Xi-trained large
language model (LLM) is the
latest effort by authorities to
spread the Chinese leader’s
ideclogy and ideas. Students
have had totakeclasseson Xi
Jinping Thought in schools,
and an app called Study X1
Strong Nation was also rol-
led out in 2019 to allow users
to learn and take guizzes
about his ideologies.

XiJinping Thought —al
so known as “Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era” — is made up of
14 principles, including en-
suring the absolute power of
the Communist Party ap

eist who supports Biden.

That feeling has hardened
under Biden. Some investors
gaid they were frustrated that
his pick for chair of the Fede-
ral Trade Commission, Lina
Khan, has aggressivelyv mo-
ved to block acquisitions, one
of the main ways venture ca-
pitalists make money. They
sald they were also unhappv
that Biden's pick for head of
the Securities and Exchange
Commission, Gary Gensler,
had been hostile tocryptocur-
rency companies.

The startup industry has
also been in a downturn since
2022, with higher interest ra-
tes sending capital fleeing
from risky bets and a dismal
market for initial public offe-
rings crimping opportunities
for investors to cash in on the-
irvaluable investments. nyT

and creates a false perception

Mlgratlon nfa Woes fuel South Africa poll disinfo

mers are exploiting xe-
nophobia and anger over
failing infrastructure to unle-
ash a wave of disinformation
ahead of South Africa’s most
contested polls since 1994, ex-
perts warn. The ruling Afri-
can National Congress (ANC)
risks losing its outright majo-
rity in the Mayv 29 ballot amid
soaring unemployment, ri-
sing xenophobia, prolonged
power blackouts and allega-
tions of endemic corruption.
AFP Fact Check found so-
cial media awash with false
claims linked to the high-sta-
kes election. They ranged
from Algenerated images
showing poor road conditions
in the opposition-run city of

THE MANY BATTLES

Cape Town, to parties being ac-
cused of supplying illegal fore-
1gners with fake papers. “It's
very concerning that the levels
of xenophobic discourse have
risen in the last months as the
elections have gotten closer,”
said Dale McKinley of Kopa-
nang Africa Against Xenopho-
bia, which is part of an interna-
tional anti-racism network.
Prevalent themes include

jobs from locals, putting a stra-
in on healthecare systems and
being responsible for rampant
crime. “These are lies but they
spread and all the stereotypes
become greenlit in that con-
text,” McKinley added.
Despite having one of the
world's highest unemploy-
ment rates, South Africa at-
tracts many economic mig-
rants from elsewhere on the
continent. The influx, coupled
with a dim economic outlook,
has led to sporadic bursts of
anti-immigrant violence in re-
cent vears. Electoral candida-
tes have further stoked the fla-
mes of online hate and disin-
formation by tapping into xe-
nophobic sentiment and

tion’s problems. “Candidates
in forthcoming general elec-
tions have been scapegoating
and demonising foreign natio-
nals, risking stoking xenopho-
bic violence,” Human Rights
Watch warned in early May.
Online supporters of the
xenophobic group Operation
Dudula have claimed that the
opposition Economic Free-
dom Fighters (EFF) had crea-
ted fake identity papers forun-
documented migrants so it co-
uld gain more voters. But the
pictures used as proof were
from anunrelated police raid.
South Africa’s poor public
service delivery is another
hot-button issue for many of
the more than 27 million regis-

most industrialised economy
grapples with decaying in-
frastructure, from rail and ro-
ads to ports and power sta-
fions. As a result, the nation's
62million inhabitants regular-
ly face water outages and pro-
longed electricity blackouts.
This crisis, worsened by a
series of successive graft scan-
dals, has become a thorn inthe
side of the ANC, which has be-
en inpower since the advent of
democracy ended white-mino-
rity rule in 1994. The crisis has
also provided fodder for disin-
formation as social media
usersseek to boost or discredit
the leading party's track re-
cord, “This kKind of misinfor-
mation misleads the public

of a politician’'s or party's ac-
complishments,” Africa
Check's Clifford said.

A Facebook post shared
thousands of times has falsely
accused the ANC of failing to
complete a public toilet pro-
ject. Another photo allegedly
showed massive potholes in
Cape Town, which is governed
by the opposition Democratic
Alliance. Analysis showed the
image had been created with
an artificial intelligence tool.

For political analyst Willi-
am Gumede, the “exaggera-
tion of achievements and the
underplaying of the complexi-
ty of problems™ play key roles
in “South Africa’s most “digi-
tallv driven election”. arp
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JAPANESE DOG OF ‘DOGE' MEME FAME DIES: In this picture
from March, Atsuko Sato lets children pet her dog Kabosu in Narita,
east of Tokyo. The Japanese Shiba Inu dog, whose photo inspired a
generation of oddball online jokes and the $23-billion Dogecoin
cryptocurrency, died on Friday. In 2010, two years after adopting
Kabosu from a puppy mill where she would otherwise have been
put down, Sato took a picture of her pet crossing her paws on the
sofa and posted it on her blog. From there, it spread to online
forums, became a meme, an NFT digital artwork that sold for

$4 million and inspired Dogecoin, which was started as a joke by
two software engineers. Elon Musk is a keen backer of Dogecoin

Thaitown to lock

away simians

A Thai town, run ragged by its
ever-growing population of
marauding wild monkeys,
launched an offensive against
the simian raiders on Friday,
using trickery and ripe tropical
fruit. Several high-profile cases
of monkey-human conflict
recently convinced authorities
in Lopburi in central Thailand
that they had to reduce the
animals' numbers. If all goes
well, most will end up behind
bars, before starting a new life
elsewhere. The first stage of
the plan, instituted Friday, is to
bait cages with the animals’
favourite food, then wait for
hunger to get the better of
their natural caution. It is
estimated that there are nearly
2,500 monkeys in the town.

Indian actor shows
solidarity with Gazans: On
the red carpet on the steps of
Palais du Festival, Cannes, on
Thursday, Indian actor Kani
Kusruti stood
out with her
watermelon
clutch: the
green and red
clutch designed
like a giant
slice of the
fruit alluded
to the ongoing
war in Gazaand| ! !
the struggle of |
people there, |
Watermelon is
a symbol of
Palestinians’
public ex-
pression in
protests and
artwork. @&




A thought for today

Social media gives idiots the right to speak
when they once only spoke at a bar after a glass
of wine...It’s the invasion of the idiots
UMBERTO ECO

It’s Not Working

Are netas hearing voung talk about jobs crisis?

Harvana and Maharashtra to Bihar, Odisha and Rajasthan,

Thmughﬂut the election period, from prosperous Kerala,

unemployment has been a running theme among voters that
reporters, pollsters, party workers have all picked up. This distress
call is no surprise - that India is facing a big youth unemployment
problem that has only worsened post-Covid is borne out by all
estimates. The latest PLFS data on unemployment, the Jan-Mar
quarter, for the age group 15-29 is at 17%, a notch higher than the
previous quarter. Double-digit unemployment crisis in this age

group has only worsened over the wyears.
Unpaid work is increasing, the quality of non-
white collar jobs is declining, self-employ-
ment, a desperate choice for mostlow-income
earners, is going up and real wages have been
falling. This, when around 5 million people
annually join the workforce.,

One cruel twist of many desperate tales is
that while coveted ‘govt jobs’ are elusive, being
part of the paper-leak rackets of qualifying

exams is kosher — because there’s a chance to make a quick buck,
Explosion of low-quality private colleges across India in the last
decade has meant an explosion of the numbers of graduates. Some
of those with the means have taken illegal routes abroad only to fall
prey to job scams, lured into wars, labour work and illegal activity.
The short-term Agnipath scheme for army recruitment has
been a point of pain. To be “retired”™ at age 24 is how the scheme is

Increasingly perceived.

Whether or not the jobs distress has an electoral impact, the
message for politicians is clear Unemployment needs as much
political cooperation as political will for Centre and states. Focuson
the job of creating jobs via light manufacturing and skilling young
India. That vaunted demographic dividend is fast losing hope in the
ability of elected govts to create employment opportunities.

Vote Of Thanks

Time we celebrate millions of voters who've braved heat

Voters in other parts of India have had to cope with extreme

Delhi will vote today in all likelihood in a scorcher of a day.

heatas well. In north India, it’slike living inside a hair-dryer.
Elsewhere, heat and humidity have wrung people out. But despite
the heat, and lower turnout in some places, elections have still
drawn hundreds of millions of voters to their booths to exercise
their franchise. That’s something few are celebrating.

Democracy gives each citizen equal worth,
irrespective of rank and status - we are counted,
not weighed. This political equality is the one and
only force that counters hierarchies of wealth and
clout. Our converging and diverging with others is
what makes majorities and remakes them. A vote is
the only way we can participate in contests over
who gets what in our country, what happens to our
land and rivers and cities, what medical care and
education we get, what cansend you tojail, whether
vour identity is respected. For low-income or

marginalised people, these are not abstract stakes, they are vital
matters. Nowonder somany Indians wait their turn patiently, braving
the weather and gqueues and inconvenience, taking precious time
away from their lives and livelihoods, just to press that EVM button.
Democracy determines our common fate, Millions who have voted
and will vote, braving the weather, give our democracy meaning.

Why Religion Is
Big Business

An economic lens might explain its fortunes

od's work is worldly work,

andreligions are businesses

like any other, argues The

Divine Economy: How
Religions Compete for Wealth, Po-
wer; and People by Paul Seabright.
Churches, mosques, madrasas,
temples, synagogues, praver groups.
ashrams, monasteries — these are
iron-fisted organisations that need
capital and human resources. In US
alone, the Catholic Church and faith-
based organisations raked in more
revenues than Apple or Microsoft in
2016, for instance. They are exempt from
taxes on their revenues and properties,
shielded from the usual scrutiny that
applies to secular businesses.

The book investigates how religious
movements gain and
use authoritv Like
modern platforms,

mindfiel

folk religions are absorbed into a hand-
ful of global religions. Christianity and
Islam are booming, Hinduism and
Buddhism are also bigger brands now.

What human needs does religion
answer, that secular structures don’t?

[t provides a sense of the numinous,
makes believers feel special and protec-
ted. Religiosity is a bundle of diverse
traits, and different faiths have crafted
varied appeals, from private praver
and meditation to collective spectacle
to violent crusades and jihad.

All religions are patchworks, and
they have messages that can be inter-
preted as messages of war or peace.
As Adam Smith observed, their effects
are not to be found in their teachings,
but in the interests and incentives of
religious leaders. In
business and in reli-
gion, fair competi-

religions  connect

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS tion makes religions

people in new ways,
expropriate some of
the benefits of this
connection, and also
compete with each
other. This competi-
tion is expressed
through war and
conflict, through de-
mographic rivalry
(having more child-
ren), and through
persuasion. It explo-
res how religious
organisations are
changing, when they
flourish and when
they splinter. It also asks how the
power of religion is used and abused.
While the ‘secularisation thesis’
once predicted that prosperity,
modernity and science would cause
religion to fade, this has clearly not
been the case. While surveys do
suggest that greater existential secu-
rity in North America and western
Europe caused a decline in people
strongly identifving as Christian,
the facts are more complicated; it
indicates turbulence, not a trend.
Religious identity is intensifying in
many parts of the world, even in places
like China where it is a sensitive
subject. The book finds a growing
corporatisation at work, as local and

more  benevolent,
monopoly has the
opposite effect.
When  political
leaders grant protec-
tion to one religious
movement over
others, there is more
discord and violence.
But ironically, this
reduces the catch-
ment area of belie-
vers. From Trump to
Netanyahu to Putin
and Xi, repressive
leaders who claim
god is on their side
should know the diminishing returns
of this strategy. When harnessed
to  conservative causes, religious
authority ebbs away In Iran. religious
legitimacy had reduced by the 1990s
because of the Islamic Revolution's
instrumentalisation of Shia faith, but
the backlash has taken a long time to
build, as recent hijab protests show.
Ultimately, a religious platform
works best when it persuades, rather
than coerces. It has to provide what
believers are seeking, not impose itsell
by force. Because religious power is
real and legitimate, there will alwayvs
be those who use it to send soldiers to
battle or voters to the ballot box, and
those who are intoxicated by its call.

YOU MAKE CHOICES .st2%8s

CHOICES MAKE YOU
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YOUR TUBE, MY VOTE

2019 is remembered as India’s WhatsApp election. 2024 is turning out to be a You'lutbe one.
But no matter its pervasiveness, digital media by itself can’t alter electoral outcomes

SV Srinivas and Lipika Kamra

‘This time, it's different,’
say  politicians  and
media people covering
: the election. Lacklustre
& = turnouts and pandemic

B 5 political shiftiness aside,
today politicians and political commentators find
themselves operating in a media quicksand - a media
environment that changed radically
since 2019.

That election still relied substanti-
ally on TV —and on WhatsApp. It will
in fact be remembered as ‘India’s
WhatsApp election’. BJP mobilised
lakhs of volunteers to push political
messages through the app.

In time, phones became filled
with fake news, allegations
against opponents, and a great
deal of ‘fear speech’, meant to
instil dread of particular
groups. Deepfakes appea-
red later, during the 2020
Delhiassembly election.

Platforms and distribution | Todayv 800
million Indians, half of them from rural
areas, haveaccess tointernet. Mediaspace
has grown more varied and less centra-
lised. Media campaigns are no longer just
about political party IT cells churning out
content. [ts production and distribution have
been substantially outsourced to social media
influencers, many with hyper-local reach on
Instagram, Facebook, YouTube and X.

BJP was the first to reecruit social media
influencers, butothers, including Congress, AAP
and regional parties, like BRS, quickly followed
S1it,

YouTube is now a key election outreach platform.
Notorious for harbouring extreme speech, including
Hindutva pop that advocates communal violence, it
has also become a hotbed of political dissidence:
critics of NDA (like Dhruv Rathee), independent
journalists (like Ravish Kumar) and a whole slew of
opposition politicians.

In Bengal CPM finds little airtime on TV, but has a
large YouTube army. Both major parties in Andhra
Pradesh, TDP and YSRCP, have been movingfrom print
and TV to YouTube.

Intermediality | All the while, the importance of Whats-
App has only grown. Today, it is not only a carrier of
textual and audio-visual content, but also a crucial

re-router of voters’ attention to other media platforms.
The most used media platform, near-universal on Indian
smartphones, WhatsApp is the key agent of what
mediascholars call ‘intermediality’, or traffic between
media forms and platforms; it distributes messages
from YouTube, Facebook and Instagram.

regulating electoral messaging in the digital media age,
which EC faces now.

TMC sought to restrict telecasts of Modi’s rallies in
jurisdictions on the eve of election, but these continued,
asneither the legal framework for regulating the political
uses of digital media, nor the means of its enforcement,

The platform’s political force can
be gauged from thefact that itisthro-
ugh WhatsApp that govt Kicked off its

POLLITICS

are yet in place. Technology once again
outpaced law.
The very long 44-day election sea-

media campaign this vear, spamming

Special Series on Elections

son also meant that media users have

millions of the app's users with a
letter from the PM, sent from the staidly named
Viksit Bharat Sampark account,

Wilds of social media | In Andhra
Pradesh, EC sent warnings
about MCC wviolations to
leaders of both the main

parties (TDP and YSRCP),

but this failed to thwart

the exchange
of abuses. A frenzy
of personal attacks and
conspiracy theories came to a
head when rape videos, made allegedly
by a JDS MP Prajwal Revanna, were circulated widely
on pen drives in his constituency. Women featured in
them were clearly identifiable and have had to go into
hiding to avoid humiliation and public shame.
The fact that these videos were circulated during
pre-election silence, with no consequences for their
distributors, shows the extent of the difficulty in

been subjected to political statements
and telecasts of political rallies for weeks, regardless of
when they were voting,

Election gig economy | Digital media is a key player in
India’s massive election economy. At the bottom of its
pyramid are lakhs of unemploved and underemployed
educated vouth who are involved in this vear’'s media
campaign as political gig workers. Viral anti-BJP and
anti-Congress memes have much to do with the efficiency
with which they are distributed by the last-mile IT
cell workers with no political party affiliations. This
economy also involves vast crowds paid to attend politi-
cal roadshows and rallies, whose images are broadcast
ondigital media.

The Economic Timeshas reported that the scale
of India's election economy is such that cities are
now experiencing serious labour shortages
because millions of migrant labourers have
returned to their hometowns and villages to
take up jobs in tenting, catering or marking
roadshow and meeting attendance for
every political party in play, for which
they are paid more than for regular

work in the cities. Election time

films, which cost hundreds of crores,
fail at the box office, displaced by
the electoral spectacle.

Noise and distractions | The intermedia-
lity of print, TV and digital media has trans-
formed the nature of election campaigning, but any
claim to digital media’s ability to determine electoral
outcomes should be taken with atisttul of salt.

Opposition parties have better access to social media,
while villagers, illiterate people. women and tribal com-
munities are now plugged into multifarious political
messaging on their smartphones. While the phone has
deepened and expanded political choice, it has also
amplified digital information noise meant to distract
voters from bread-and-butter issues, New forms of
communication have greater reach, but they remain no
more than a medium that in itself will not upturn the
outcome of these elections.

Srinivas feaches [Hterature and media at Azim Premii
University, Kamra teaches politics at Birmingham University

‘Strong leher for INDIA...BJP’s on backfoot...Focus on PM face
becomes all about image...These are complex & crucial polls’

Tejashwi Yadav has almost single-handedly fired up
INDIA’s Lok Sabha campaign in di-seat Bihar, with over
210election rallies and 180 roadshows and sabhas, all of
which have attracted large crowds, From seeking votes
Jor candidates to fashing out at his opponents on
multiplefronts, Bihar’s 34-year-old ex-deputy CM
is leaving no stone unturned to put up a strong
fight after INDIA ally Nitish Kumar’s return to
NDA. In conversation with Sheezan Nezami,

oA

consistently reposed their trust in us.

@ What's your prediction for INDIA bloc? And who's the
PM faceif it wins, as your leaders are predicting?
We're going to perform well; I'm very sure.
There is a wave of discontent against the
incumbent govt across the country. And there |
is a strong leher for INDIA alliance. We've
worked very hard in Bihar Work wedidina

Tejashiwi says joblessness is India’s single biggest
crisis, that BJP has “no answers to people’s guestions”,
and Nitish is “mimicking BJP's tone and tenor ",

@ Laluunable to campaign for INDIA candidates must have
had animpact.

We definitely miss him. His ability to connect with
people remains unmatched. So is his principled position
on the issues of social and economic justice. The love and
support the party is getting is only because of him.

INDIA hasadefinite campaign plan. We've deploved
all our resources in a strategic manner. Parties are
closely coordinating with each other towards the larger
goal of presenting the alliance as an

short period is being appreciated. The peo-
ple of Bihar have high hopes from us and we're
gearing up to deliver what we promised.

[ don't believe in discussing Taces’. The
thing with being focused on the ‘face’ is
that it becomes all about image and
image-management. We've seen enco-
ugh and more of a ‘face’ forfartoolong.
Unlike BJE we have several capable, F
experienced, and energetic leaders, —J

@ You've promised lcr govt jobs if INDIA forms
govt. Will it help pull votes?
Yes, we've received very

all-India force.

POLLITICS

positive responses from the
people. Young people have

@ Nitish Kumar has bitterly targeted

Special Series on Elections

seen we can deliver when

you, your family, but you haven't reacted.

Nitishji is a senior leader and we respect our elders.
We recognise his bitterness arises from rapidly losing
electoral ground and relevance in the larger political
field. Plus, company matters. He has started mimicking
BJP’s tone and tenor.

Propagandahasitslimits. LikeI've been saying, vou
candeceivesome people most of the time or most people
some of the time. But you cannot deceive all the people
all the time. The people of Bihar are smart and have

we are in govt, ho matter
the constraints. While much of the mainst-
ream media doesn't talk about the unemploy-
ment crisis, it's the single most important
and serious issue for our country, J

@ Isittough for Misa & Rohini Acharya figh-

ting Ram Kripal Yadav & Rajiv Pratap Rudy?
There's massive support for both my

sisters. We're getting verv good ground

reports from both constituencies. If you care to look,

vou'll find BJP's on the backfoot. People are asking
them hard questions about what they've done in the

last10 years, and they simply have no answers.

@ Modicalls youshehzadain Patnawho considers
Bihar his jaagir.

Our PM doesn’t look within. While it has

always been so, we're able to see it verv clearly

during these elections. BJP itself today is

the hotbed of nepotism and corrup-

tion. This is clearly visible - be it

ministers, state-level leadership,

even alliance partners.

@ You've said BJP ‘hijacked’ Nitish,
" that his heart was still with you.

I was merely stating a fact. Assess
. my comment against the situation
J  former and incumbent CMs of Maha-
- rashtra, Jharkhand, and Delhi have
found themselves in today, because of

BJP's all-out attacks on their govts,

@ Contest in Purnia is between Pappu

Yadav as an independent and the JDU

“  nominee. Was dropping Yadav as an
- INDIA candidate a mistake?

Our candidate selection was not
based on assessment of individuals.
We took into consideration a lot of
factors. Theseare complex and crucial
elections and a lot of debate and
discussion between alliance partners
went into creating a strong and

coherent strategy,

Calvin & Hobbes

WHY 1S THIS
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THEOLOGICAL
QUESTIONS

SURE, AND WHAT
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MATERIAL OFF

g ’a Ifakingis

gl TN energetic, his
N R\e‘m subjectswill
be equally
energetic. If he
isreckless, they
will not only be
reckless likewise, but also eat into
his works...Hence the king shall
ever be wakeful.

.......

Chanakya

Indic Philosophy Is Inclusive And Sustainable

Arup Mitra

Forest', Rabindranath Tagore

implied that India could offer its rich
heritage as a gift to the world. Several
foreigners travelled to India and
brought new religious thoughts, but
India’'suniqueness lies in its generous
absorption of them. Indiamade its
storehouse richer with new additions
without discarding the older
constituents. Thus, an all-encompas-
sing essence called Indianness
emerged, akin to Indic philosophy and
spirituality Consumerism dominates
the world today, and India isno
exception, vet the countryv's spiritual
richness remains undisturbed.

Onecanconsider the individual the

In aspeech called *Message of the

Indic philosophy does not oppose
material prosperity alongside spiritual
advancement but envisages social
well-being ina much more meaningful
way. The four basic tenets of human
aspirations-dharma, artha, kama,
and moksha - arefundamental to
individual well-being.

Indic philosophy is in-
clusive and sustainable; it
begins with a macro per-
spectiveand then deduces
the route to individual
satisfaction from that grand
structure. The maximisa-
tion of social well-being is
the spirit, and its conceptualisation is
so grand that it includes human beings
and their environment. In this contexinal
framework, when one talks about

Materialism alone hasits limitations,
and new products cannot rendera
sense of unending fulfilment. Hence,
ethical values must be combined with
the material way of life to maintain
consistency between the macro
perspective and microbehaviour
When individuals pursue
overarching tenets of peace
_ and prosperity at the macro
by van level, they enrich them-
selves, too. However, if the
individual attempts to
attain prosperity solely for
THE SPEAKING TREE himself, it candamage the
individual and societv. A
fascinating aspect of this philosophical-
economicconvergence is itsrole in
shaping completeness in life. Asone
undertakes every action in the name of

mind must be in good health, for which
spirituality is crucial. It involves
meditation at both the physical and
mental levels.

Yogicexercisesand Krivas are
essential for disciplining the body and
mind, while knowledge and devotion
enable individual consciousness to stay
connected with a higher Reality Thus,
social welfare and, within that broader
context, individual pursuits in the
quest for completenesscoexistina
harmonious manner,

Aswemarch ahead with progress and
prosperity facilitated by technological
advancements, the role of spiritual
heritage is more vital than ever. One must
pursue it proactively to conjure practical
solutions to the vagaries of material life
and think beyond material interests.

primary agent; given limited means, his
utility-maximising behaviour would
guide the entire spectrum of material
activities. However, it can result in

severe inequality. On the other hand,

individual satisfaction, he is influenced
by unselfish forces. That is how
spirituality and a materialistic way of
life complement each other and shape
one’s life in a more fulfilling manner.

That, one is mindful of the need toearn
a livelihood without causing harmto
others, thereby eliminating corrupt
practices. On the other hand, to remain
alertand productive, one's body and

Well-being restricted to material
dimension will never be able to transport
an individual to a higher plane of
consciousness and help attain a sense

of completeness.




The Week That Was...

Sensex Rallies On Record Dividend
Payout, Normal Monsoon Hopes

The sensex & Nifty saw record-setting rallies
as a record dividend payment by RBI to govt
boosted investor sentiment on Dalal Street.
Expectations of an early onset of monsoon
and bets on smooth sailing for BJP in the Lok

Sabha elections also helped
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RBI declared a record
dividend to govt, more than
double what was expected
by the money markets

Source: Refinitiv, ETIG

Google invests $350mn in

Flipkart for minority stake

Infusion Part Of $1Bn Funding, E-Tailer Valued At Over $35Bn

Asmita.Dey@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Google is learnt to
have invested about $350 mil-
lionin Flipkart as part of the
e-commerce major's near $1
billion funding round led by
parent Walmart,

Flipkart did not com-
ment on the specifics of the
funding, but sources told
TOI that the tech giant has
infused about $350 million
into Flipkart for a minority
stake, With Google on board,
the investment round has be-
en closed, taking Flipkart's
valuation to over $35 billion,
sources said.

Walmart had injected abo-
ut $00million into Flipkart as
part of the funding round in
Dec last year Flipkart's last
big funding round was in 2021
when itraised $3.6billion from
investors in a round co-led by
Walmartatavaluationof $37.6
billion. The company’s valua-
tion isunderstood to have been
adjusted to $33 billion after fin-
tech PhonePe was separated
from the group in 2022,

Boost For Quick Commerce Foray

> (3o0gle has been ramping
up its India investments and
may look at extending
its partnership with
Flipkart to other areas
as well, according fo
market advisors

> With Google
on board, the $1bn

investment round has been
closed, taking Flipkart's
valuation to over $35bn. The
funding comes in handy for

Flipkart as it looks to enter the
quick commerce space

> Flipkart has beenina
partnership with Google
Cloud since 2022

> The co, which competes
with players like Amazon

=T and SoftBank-backed Meesho

to cater to customers who are
increasingly going digital, has
been leveraging Google's cloud
stack to widen tech capabilities
and reach more users

Flipkart said that the in-
vestment is subject to regula-
tory approvals. “Google's
proposed investment and its
cloud collaboration will help
Flipkart expand its business
and advance the modernisa-
tion of its digital infrastruc-
ture to serve customers
across the country,” the firm
said in a statement.

Flipkart has been in a
partnership with Google Clo-
ud since 2022, Flipkart —
which competes with players

like Amazon and SoftBank-
backed Meesho to cater to
customers who are increa-
singly going digital — has be-
en leveraging Google’s cloud
stack to widen its tech capabi-
lities and reach more users.
Thefresh funding from Goog-
le likely underlines a deeper
collaboration with Flipkart
in the cloud infrastructure
gspace but going ahead, Goog-
le may also look at extending
the partnership to other are-
as, said Satish Meena, advi-

sor at Datum Intelligence.
“The funding shows how
the lines between technology
and B2C industries are blur-
ring. Technology is becoming
the backbone of manv indu-
stries and big tech players ha-
ve a large war chest of money
to be deployed. They are de-
ployving it not only for develo-
ping capabilities, but also to
secure customers by inves-
ting in key players across sec-
tors,” said Shravan Shetty
MD at Primus Partners.
Google’s rival Microsoft
had also invested in Flipkart
in 2017 in a $1.4 billion funding
round along with other inves-
tors like Tencent. Microsoft
held a small 1.2% stake in the
firm as of Sept 2023, accor-
ding to data sourced from
Tracxn. Google hasbeenram-
pingupits India mvestments.
The funding by Googlewill
also come in handy for Flip-
kart which is looking to enter
new spaces like quick com-
merce, a sector currently do-
minated by Zomato's Blinkit,
Swiggy Instamart and Zepto.

‘India should impose wealth tax
on ultra rich to tackle inequality’

Tives News NETWORK

New Delhi: India should in-
clude an annual wealth tax
and an inheritance tax for tho-
se with net wealth exceeding
Rs 10 crore, equivalent to top
0.04% of adult population,
who currently hold over a qu-
arter of the total wealth, a
new paper has suggested.
The paper by the World
Inequality Lab has proposed
a comprehensive tax packa-
ge on ultra-wealthy to tackle
what it called the massive
concentration at the very
top of the wealth distribu-
tion and create valuable fi-
scal space for crucial social
sector investments. It called
for raising phenomenally
large tax revenues, while le-
aving 99.9% of adults unaf-

To Boost Social Sector Investment

TAX PROPOSALS
2% on net 2% I?II: net I:;nnat
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Source: World Inequality Lab
fected by the tax. exceading Rs 10 crores in valu-

“In a baseline scenario, a
2% annual tax on net wealth
exceeding Rs 10 crore and a
33% inheritance tax onestates

ation would generate a massi-
ve 2.7% of gross dﬂrﬂE'B:tlﬂ pro-
duct (GDP) in revenues,” ac-
cording to the paper authored

by Thomas Piketty, Nitin Ku-
mar Bharti, Lucas Chancel
and Anmeol Somanchi.

The paper said the packa-
ge would need to be accompa-
nied by explicit re-distributi-
ve policies to support the po-
or, lower castes and middle
classes, “For example, base-
linescenariowould allow ne-
arly doubling the current
public spending on educa-
tion, which has stagnated at
2.9% of GDP over past 15 ye-
ars, well below — less than
half —6&% targetset by govt's
own National Education Po-
licy 2020 (NEP 2020),” it said.

The issue of inheritance
tax and redistribution of we-
alth has emerged as a raging
topic with the BJF and main
opposition party Congress
sparring over the matter.

‘Macro buffers to help Indla
navigate global headwinds’

HEALTHY INDICATORS

Vicco chief
Pendharkar
dies at 85

Abhishek.Choudhari
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Ayurvedic cosmetics
company Vicco Laboratories
chairman Yeshwant Pend-
harkar passed
away on Friday
Hewas85. Hisnep-
hew Devesh said,
“My uncle was the

keting of Vicco
products and led the adverti-
sing campaign.” The Vicco TV
Jingle on Doordarshan had set
the nation abuzz in the "80s.

Vieco's roots lie in the grea-
ter Mumbai area, specifically
Dombivli, where company fo-
under Keshav (Yeshwant'’s fat-
her) started a factory in early
1950s. In 1985, when Viceo kick-
started its Nagpur operations,
founder Keshav's younger son
Javant shifted to Nagpur to he-
ad the business. Keshav had five
sons — Gajanan, Yeshwant, Su-
mant, Javant and Ashok. Of the
five brothers, two survive.

brain behind mar-

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Strong macroe-
conomic buffers of India sho-
uld help the real sectors of
economy navigate the exter-
nal headwinds smoothly and
continue the growth momen-
tum of the previous vear; a fi-
nance ministry report said
on Friday The ministry's
monthly economic review for
April also said the positive in-
dications in the farm sector
should help India firewall
against any adverse pressu-
res that may arise from geo-
political tensions and global
commodity prices.

But the report cautioned
that the unrelenting geopoli-
tical tensions and volatility
in global commodity prices,
especially of petroleum pro-
ducts, present substantial
multi-frontal challenges.

It said early indications
suggest a continuationof the
economic momentum du-
ring the first quarter of

New investment projects
(Rlakh crore) completed by
private sector at 4-year high
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FY25. The emerging robust
trends in high-frequency in-
dicators of growth such as
the GST collections, e-way
bills, electronic toll collec-
tions, sale of vehicles, pur-
chasing managers’ indices
and the value and number of
digital transactions attest to
the growing strength of the
economy, the report added.
“Thus, the major pillars
of India’s macroeconomic
strength, including growth,
price stability and fiscal ma-

nagement, are directionally
positive and mutually rein-
foreing.” said the report pre-
pared by the department of
economic affairs.

Itsaid that going forward,
the inflation trajectory wo-
uld be influenced by several
factors and asserted that
govit initiatives, including
the open market sales, moni-
toring of stocks, import of
pulses, and export restric-
tions, are expected to help
stabilise food prices.

Sebi tweaks
derivative
SCrips’ price
band norms

New Delhi: Sebi on Friday
modified guidelines for dyna-
mic price bands for scrips in
the derivatives segment in a
bid to strengthen volatility
management and minimise
information asymmetry.

For scrips excluded from
the requirement of price
bands, a mechanism of dyna-
mic price bands (or operating
range) has been implemented
by stock exchanges.

Currently, cash market
and futures contracts start
with aprice band at 10% of the
previous day's closing price,
which can be adjusted by 5%
during the day if there are at
least 25 trades involving 5 uni-
que client codes (UCCs) on
each side at or above 9.9%. A
15-minute cooling-off period
follows each adjustment, du-
ring which trading continues
within the current band.

Based on feedback, Sebihas
modified these rules, enhan-
cing the conditions to 50 trades,
10 unique UCCs, and 3 trading
members on each side for ad-
justments, according to its cir-
cular When conditions for ad-
justing the price bands are met
in either the cash market or
current month futures cont-
racts on any exchange, the pri-
ce band will be adjusted for the
scrip and all its futures cont-
racts across all exchanges after
the cooling-off period. acencies
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Sony India
MD quits
after decade

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Sonv Pictures Net-
works India MD N P Singh has
decided to step down from his
position after being at the
helm for a decade. The move
comes four months after Sony
Pictures pulled the plug on a
proposed merger with Zee En-
tertainment Enterprises.

His last date at the compa-
ny was not disclosed. Singh is
Sony Pictures’ fourth MD af-
ter Manjit Singh, Kunal Das-
guptaand Arun Arora. TheIn-
dia unit of Japanese giant So-
ny has started to look for
singh's successor. Singh, who
15 in his early sixties, wants to
embark on an advisory role.

“I will continue to lead So-
ny Pictures until we find the
right person to take over. We
have begun a structured suc-
cession planning process for
my successorand hopeto have
exciting news to share in the
near future,” Singh said.

Tata veteranto
join Al as CFO

New Delhi: Former Tata Pro-
jects and Tata Realty Infra
CFO Sanjay Sharma will take
over thisrole at Air India from
June 10, 2024, suc-
ceeding veteran
| Vinod Hejmadi
who has been
with the airline
for over three de-
radeq Sharma has more than
three decades of experience in
corporate finance, investment
banking and real estate sec-
tors, He joins Air India from
Tata Projects where he was the
CFO. Prior to Tata Projects, he
was CFO of Tata Realty In-
frastructure, and MD, head of
equity capital markets at Deut-
sche Bank Group. mw

India to be Ist outside UK to make top Range Rovers

Pankaj.Doval
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Tatas-owned Jagu-
ar Land Rover (JLR) has deci-
ded to make its flagship Range
Rover luxury SUVs in India.
For the first time, these top-of-
the-line vehicles will be assem-
bled outside JLR's Solihull fac-
tory inthe UK.

The move to assemble
(through completely-knocked
down kits) the cars at Pune fac-
tory of Tata Motors will see the
company pay less import duty
togovt, leading tosavings of 18-
22%. So, price reduction for
Range Rover Autobiography
model will be Rs 60 lakh and it
will now come for Rs 2.6 crore
{(ex-showroom). Range Rover
Sport will be priced at Rs 14
crore aftera cutof Rs40lakh.

LOOKS TO DOUBLE SALES OVER 3 YRS

in India | Discovery Sport,
Range Rover Velar, Range
Rover Evoque, Jaguar F-Pace
Source: Company

Model Was | To Become | Eenefit | Deliveries By
Range Rover Sport |¥1.8cr| Ildcr T40L | Aug 2024
Range Rover I3.2cr| J26cr 0L | Immediate
Autobiography |

Already being assembled i

Tata group chairman N
Chandrasekaran said, “To ha-
ve Range Rover flagships being
manufactured in India is a su-
perb feeling. It's a very, very
special momentforus, andlam
very proud. I want to express
our gratifude to the vision of
Ratan Tata, who got Jaguar
Land Rover into the Tata fami-
ly 15 years ago. And, what a jo-

urney it has been for JLR from
thenon.”

Thelatest movealsosignals
aggressive posturing of JLR in
India as it looks to double sales
in the country over next three
vears, while planning six new
cars over four yvears. It looks to
take on German trio of Merce-
des-Benz, BMW and Audi.

Rajan Amba, MDof JLR in

India, said electrics will play a

key part in brand’s growth in
India. “A large part of the run

will be led by electrics with ne-

arly nine launches planned un-
der JLR's SUV range.”

There will be greater align-

ment between JLR and parent
Tata Motors when it comes o
sharing electric charging infra
and also in terms of some work
on platform sharing. For ex-
ample, Tata Motors' born-elec-
tric Avinya range of cars will
now be built on JLR's Electric
Modular Architecture that will
also develop new cars of Bri-
tish hxury brands. Amba said
for JLR, the work for India has
started as it begins to get new
models almost simultaneously
to global launches, while enga-
ging in retail expansion and
greater local assembly,

JLR's sales in India grew
81% in FY24at4 436 units. Am.
basaid he expects the momen-
tum to continue. “Despite
strong growth in sales, we saw
60% growth in new order bo-
ok. With Range Rover flags-
hips getting even more com-
petitive post local assembly,
there should be further fuel-
ling of growth.”

Asked about competition
from the German trio, he said,
“There is a lot of headroom for
us togrow, and a lot of spacefor
us.” Amba said luxury rema-
ins under-penetrated in India
and JLE expects with new mo-
del launches, enhanced retail
presence and higher marke-
ting spends, the company's vo-
Ilume should double in India
within three years. “We are
wellonourway”™

Aditya Birla Group joins
$100bn market cap club

. 6th Most-Valued Conglomerate | Group Adds
$34Bn To Mcap In A Year Driven By UltraTech

Voda Idea's Value Tripples In A Yr To $12Bn

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The market capita-
lisation of AdityaBirla Group
companies crossed 3100 bil-
lion for the first time on Fri-
day riding on a rally in shares
of UltraTech, Hindalco, and
Vodafone Idea.

The combined valuation
of the 12 companies in the
group stood at nearly Rs 8.5
lakh crore, which translates
to over $102 billion. The gro-
up's market capitalisation
during the current vear has
improved by 11%, which is
more than twice the gain in
Nifty or the sensex.

Although there are a do-
zen listed companies, nearly
35% of the group’s valuation
comes from UltraTech, which
has amarket capitalisation of
Rs2.95 lakh crore —making it
the third most valuable ce-
ment company in the world.
UltraTech shares have been
on the upswing after it repor-
ted a35% increase in net profit
for the March quarter.

Grasim Industries, which
accounts for 20% of the gro-
up's value in the stock market,
has seen its market capitalisa-
tion double in the last three ye-
ars. Grasim has a sizable sha-
re in the global man-made fi-

Nvidia’'s Stock Rallies 500% In
2 Years, Profit Surges 2,000%

Nvidia produced another set of blowout results on Wednesday. Its shares rose over 9%
on Thursday, adding nearly $220bn to Nvidia's valuation. That's far more than the entire
market cap of Intel. Here are some points showcasing Nvidia's meteoric growth:

. A 51,000 investment in the co in Jan 1999, when
Nvidia went public, would amount to about $4mn
today. Among shares valued over $1bn in market value,
the stock has one of the strongest lifetime returns

m Nyidia = Monster Beverage = Apple = Metflix

400,000%

iI"n.I'u'lt:hEl S prq:E returns 5|nce
it first listed in Jan 1999

2000-2004 | 20052009 |

2010201

3 Mvidia's $1.1tn addition to its mcap
this year is more than Alphabet,

Microsoft and Amazon combined

wicrosor S 32
pove I 9
i I 26

1 UltraTech most-valued co
Market cap in % billion

B other
cOs

Voda
ldea

U

Hindalco Grasim

Mcap in § billion

Ambani NG
Adani NG
Bajaj I 126
Bharti I 112

¢ UltraTech
N

2 Voda Idea grows fastest
Mcap change in a year

In %
UltraTech I 3

Ins I:illinn

Tata Mangalam Birla-led

Birla I 102 (5ource: E7ic: Compiled by Aseem Gujar)

3 Tata Group Is most-valued Indian conglomerate

The Kumar

group is eyeing an
$18bn valuation
for Novelis, an
aluminium co it
owns in the US

bre market. Besides announ-
Cing a capacity expansion, the
company has also announced
a diversification into the pa-
ints business, Grasim is also
the holding company for Ult-
raTech and Aditva Birla Capi-
tal, which houses the group’s
financial services businesses.

In percentage terms, the
biggest gainer in the group
has been Vodafone Idea,

20152019

$91.3bn

S030-2029

who are America's richest

B $26bn

Nvidia's Q1 revenue was more than

what nearly three-fourths of cos in
G450 the S&P 500 added over the I}Elst year
o4M
(35M
= $15hn
025M Net income surged more than
02M 2,000% over the past two years.
05M This is the most profitable the
e business has ever been. In 2 years,
;“':‘:'” its stock is up aver 500%

CEOQ Jensen Huang's net worth has grown
by over $47bn this year, bumping him up

to become the 1T7th-richest person in the
world. He is now richer than each individual
member of Walmart's founding family,

which has nearly tripled its
market capitalisation ina ye-
ar. This included the equity
expansion following its Rs
18,000-crore follow-on public
offerr The listed financial
services businesses of the
group — Adityva Birla Capi-
tal, Aditya Birla Sun Life
AMC, and Adityva Birla Mo-
ney — contribute to nearly
9% of the group’s valuation.,

Alphabet SEREEE 2.2

Source: Bioomberg

Compiled by Divisha Ranka

Nifty crosses record
23,000-mark intraday

Mumbai: The sensex and
Nifty scaled new peaks on
Friday in intraday deals
before closing marginally
lower due to profit booking
in FMCG, tech and health-
care stocks.

A weak trend in global
equities weighed on senti-
ment, but renewed foreign
capital inflows and stable
crude oil prices in interna-
tional marketssupported the
markets, traders said. Mar-
kets were on a record-brea-
king rally for the second stra-
ight day ahead of Lok Sabha
polls results on June 4.

in a highly volatile tra-
de, the sensex dipped 8 po-
ints to settle at 75,410, Du-
ringtheday, itrallied 218 po-

ints to hit its all-time intra-
day high of 75,637. Nifty
breached the 23.000 mark
for the first time in early
trade. During the day, it
climbed 59 points to hit its
lifetime peak of 23,026. Ho-
wever, it pared all gains and
ended with a marginal de-
cline of 11 points at 22,957

“Marketsended flat ina
sluggish trading sessionas
investors preferred to stay
on the sidelines due to we-
ak global cues,” Prashanth
Tapse, senior VP (rese-
arch), Mehta Equities, sa-
id. Over a week, the sensex
has zoomed 1,493 points.
BSE's market capitalisa-
tion stood at nearly Rs 420
lakh crore. acencies

Adani Ports to enter
sensex, Wipro to exit

New Delhi: Gautam Adani-
owned Adani Ports and Spe-
cial Economic Zone will re-
place IT major Wipro on the
sensey from June 24, accor-
ding toanofficial announce-
ment on Friday. This marks
the inclusion of the first
AdaniGroupfirm in Sensex.

The group has 10 listed
firmswithacombined mar-
ket wvaluation surpassing
Rs 17 lakh crore. Notably,
both APSEZ and Wipro are
constituents of Nifty. More-
over, the group's flagship
firm Adani Enterprises is
also part of Niftw.

The changes will be ef-

fective from June 24, 2024,
Asia Index, a joint venture
between S&P Dow Jones In-
dices and BSE, said in a sta-
tement. It added that the re-
placement is a part of pe-
riodicreview.

In addition, Tata Group
company Trent will enter
S&P BSE Sensex 50, while
Divi's Laboratories will be
dropped from the index.
Apart from these, changes
have been announced in
S&P BSE 100, S&P BSE Ban-
kex and S&P BSE Sensex
Next 50. Acencies

Rupee rises
to 2-mth high
of 83.1vs $

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The rupee hit a two-
month high to close at 83.10 in
the foreign exchange market
on Friday up 14 paise from its
previous close of 83.24.

The rupee gained nearly
0.3% this week — its biggest
weekly gain in over five
months, Dealers said that the
currency gained asthere were
some chunky inflows of dol-
lars in the foreign exchange
market. Market sentiment al-

Forex reserves
touch new high

ndia's foreign exchange

reserves reached anew high
of $648.7 billion for the week
ended May 17, with RBI buying
dollarstobolsterits reserves.
Thereserves increased by $4.5
billion, marking the third
consecutive week of growth. In
the previous week, they had
risen by $2.6 billion. Tnn

so improved after the recent
surge in equity indices, which
came on the back of an anno-
uncement of a record Rs 2.1
lakh crore dividend by RBI to
govt, The delayved reaction to
the news was because foreign

exchange markets were
closed on Thursday due to
Buddha Purnima.

“Despite the dollar index
trading higher in recent days,
the rupee showed resilience
due to significant economic
development in India,” said
Jateen Trivedi, research ana-
lystat LKP Securities,
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Red Devils Desperate for
European Spot; High-Flying
Man City Eye Historic Double

London: Manchester United are still
regarded as one of the higgest clubs in
world soccer but unless they beat Man-
chester City in the FA Cup final on Sat-
urday they will be absent from Euro-
pean competition for the first time in a
l'lE{l.'-J.{iE' next season,

Erik Ten Hag's ended eighth in the
Premier League this season — their
worst top-flight finish for 34 years.

However, they could still gualify for
next season’s Europa League if they
upset the odds and deprive City of a
second successive domestic double at
Wembley. Not being in Europe next sea-
son would be a serious blow to the re-
cord 20-times English champions’ repu-
tation, have financial consequences,
and would not help them attract the
kind of players required for a major
squad re-building.

United lost to City in last yvear's FA
Cup final and were beaten convine-
ingly by Pep Guardiola’s side in both
Premier League clashes this season.

A sympathetic Guardiola said, “1
have a huge respect for his job in the
past, and now in United. | completely
agree when he says say they have lots
of injuries. They have a lot of problems
and when that happens the manager
suffers a lot.” Guardiola said despite
his team’s recent impressive record
against United, he would not take them
lightly in a repeat of the FA Cup final
won 2-1 by City last season. Should
United win the Cup for the 13th time, it
would mean Mewcastle United, who
finished seventh, missing out on the
Europa Conference League. acencies

LAST THROW OF
DICE FOR UNITED

s T

FA CUP FINAL

FODEN AND
GUARDIOLA

ERUNO
FERNANDES

66 “Last year United didn’t ‘6 After this difficult season,
make it easy for us. When it is my responsibility to
it's a derby, on your day anyone give more. It starts with me and
can win so, it's something we it starts tomorrow. We have to
have to look forward to and be at give everything in this last
our best if we're going to win.” match against City, and we have
= CITY MIDFIELDER PHIL FODEN to move forward.”
= LUNITED CAPTAIN BRUND FERMANDES
If history gives you the
66 chance to do something | came here to win
that’s never been done trophies. On Saturday |
before, why not try it? The reason have the opportunity to
teams haven't done back-to-back achieve this and we earned this
PL and FA Cups is because it's not opportunity as a team.”

"
€aSY. = ciTy MANAGER PEP GUARDIOLA

= UNITED MANAGER ERIK TEN HAG

L MRS

Barca let go of Xavi,
Flick set to take over

Madrid: Barcelona sacked manager
Xavi Hernandez on Friday, four
weeks after confirming their former
midfielder would honour the last
vear of his contract and lead them
through next season.

The decision ended months of
arguments between Barca and Xavi
who made 767 appearances for the
club over 17 seasons and helped
them win 25 major trophies.

“Today Friday, FC Barce-
lona president Joan Laporta
has informed Xavi Hernan-
dez that he will not be con-
tinuing as first team coach
in the 2024-25 season,” Barce-
lona said in a statement.

“Barcelona wish to thank Xavi
for his work as coach, as well as for
his inimitable career as a plaver and
as team captain, and wishes him
every future success in the world.”

The Catalans added a “new struc-
ture” will be confirmed in the com-
ing davs, with Hansi Flick set to take
charge, reports BBC. The 5%-year-
old has been out of work since he
was sacked by Germany in Septem-
ber 2023.

Barcelona will finish second in
Laliiga, at least nine points behind
champions Real Madrid, and Xavi
had announced in January that he
would resign at the end of this sea-
son. After discussions in April at
Laporta’s home, however, Xavi re-
versed his decision and agreed to
stay on with a series of unspecified
conditions set by the club.

Off the back of winning La-
Liga last vear in Xavi's first
full season in charge, he was
not able to survive a stutter-
ing season as bitter rivals
Real Madrid closed in on a
possible Laliga-Champions

Leagzue double.

Barca were thrashed by Real in the
Spanish Super Cup final in January;
knocked out in the Copa del Rey quar-
ter-finals by Athletie Bilbao and elim-
inated from the Champions League
by Paris St Germain at the last-eight
stage, Meanwhile, Real will face
Borussia Dortmund in next week's
final at Wembley. Xavi’s final game as
manager will be Barca's trip to Se-
villa on Sunday, which will be Lali-
ga’'s last game of the season. acencies

‘MAN UTD TO SACK
TEN HAG EVEN IF
THEY WIN FA CUP’

London: Manchester United will sack
embattied manager Erik ten Hag after
the FA Cup final against Manchester City
regardless of the result at Wembley, it
was reported on Friday.

Britain's The Guardian newspaper
said the Premier League club had
decided to take the ruthless step after a
dismal season. If Ten Hag's two-year
reign does end following the City clash,
his exit would provoke memories of
fellow Dutchman Louis van Gaal's Old
Trafford departure. Van Gaal was fired
just two days after United’s FA Cup final
victory against Crystal Palace in 2016.

United finished an embarrassing
eighth in the Premier League this season
— their lowest final position since 1990 —
and crashed out of the Champions
League in the group stage.

United insist no decision has been
made on Ten Hag's future and say a full
review will take place after Saturday's
showpiece against the Premier League
champions. The club have been linked
with a list of names including Thomas
Tuchel, Mauricio Pochettino, England's
Gareth Southgate and Ipswich boss
Kieran McKenna, who has previously
coached at Old Trafford. Speaking before
the latest report emerged, United
goalkeeper Andre Onana said the final
was “extra motivation” after an injury-hit
season in which many of their star
players flopped. arp

Manipur’s ethnic violence splinters teams, dashes sporting dreams

Bengaluru: Ethnic clashes in
Manipur saw its most successful
women's club fail to field a team
in the Indian Women's League in
2023-24, with its coach fleeing his
burning home and a number of
players in self-imposed exile in-
terstate.

The unrest in the northeast-
ern state, which has resulted in
more than 200 dead and tens of
thousands displaced, divided
football teams like Eastern
Sporting Union (ESU) along eth-
nic lines and forced some players

on the streets of Imphal. We were
trying to assure them it would be
fine,
burned by then.”

Violence erupted in Manipur

out of the state. “At first we

FORMER ESU SKIPPER

but houses were being

—|rom Prameshwori Devi,

on May 3. 2023 between the ma-
jority Meitei and minority Kuki

communities over the potential

didn’t think it would be that bad, We had five Kuki sharing of economic benefits

but suddenly it was everywhere,” players in the team and quotas in government jobs

former ESU skipper Irom - werescared and education.

Prameshwori Devi, who has because Kukis were being As warring groups set fire to

since joined East Bengal, said attacked on the sh'eets of each other’s homes and places of

ahout the outbreak of violence. Imphal. We were trying to worship, football teams in the
“We had five Kuki players in assure them it would be capital Imphal also found them-

the team ... they were scared be- fine, but houses were being selves splintered.

cause Kukis were being attacked burned by then.” ESU coach Ngampao Kipgen,

a member of the Kuki tribe, told
Reuters he was forced to flee to
the hills with his family after his
house was burned down,

“They came in the middle of

income, [ am helpless.”

ing the violence.

a wedge between plavers.

the night. 1 had to leave with my
wife and children,” Ngampao
said. “I have no team here, no

According to official figures
released in February, Ngampao's
house was one of more than
13,000 structures destroyed dur-

ESU manager Homendro
Irengbam said the conflict,
which broke out while the team
was plaving in the IWL in the
western state of Gujarat, drove

“Our Kuki players were stay-
ing with Meitei roommates but
once the conflict started, they
wanted to stick together,” he
said. “Match preparation, team
meetings, evervthing was dis-
turbed. That was reflected on
the field.”

The team tried to put on a
united front, Devi said, but fin-
ished fourth in the group stage
before crashing out in the semi-
finals of the 2022-23 competition,
a contest they had won in the
inaugural 2016-17 seas0n. REUTERS

Nagal to face world
No. 18 Khachanov in
French Open 1st Rd

Paris: India’s top-ranked singles player Su-
mit Nagal was handed a tough opening round
at the French Open as he is set to face world
number 18 Karen Khachanov of Russia here
on Sunday. World No. 94 Nagal earned a direct
entry into the main draw of the Grand Slam
after his consistent performances on the tour:
He became the first Indian male player to
qualify for the French Open main draw since
Prajnesh Gunneswaran in 2019.

Nagal, though, has not been in the best of
form leading up to the clay Grand Slam. He
lost to Holger Rune in the third round of the
Monte Carlo Masters, before missing the Ma-
drid and Rome Masters. The 26-vear-old then
made first round exits from the Bordeaux
Challenger and Geneva Open earlier this
month. On the other hand, Khachanov who
has been seeded 18th. had reached the quar-
terfinals last vear. He won the Qatar Open 250
in February and enjoys an impressive 21-7
record this season. e

Indian compound
mixed team in final

Yecheon (South Korea): Jyvothi Surekha
Vennam and Privansh advanced to the com-
pound mixed team final, confirming India’s
second medal, while Deepika Kumari bright-
ened the country’s gloomy recurve campaign,
reaching to her second successive Archery
World Cup semifinals after her comeback in
the Stage 2 of the event, here on Friday.

The compound women’s team of Jyothi,
Parneet Kaur and Aditi Swami had assured
India’s first medal by making the final on
Wednesdaw.

Young compound archer
ARCHERY Prathamesh Fuge is also eye-
ing a medal as he advanced to

the semifinal in the individual category.

The Indian compound mixed team, No. 2
in world rankings, dropped just two points
from 16 arrows to eliminate the host coun-
try’s duo of Han Seungyeon and Yang Jaewon
158-157 in a tight semi-final.

Jyvothi and Privansh will face USA’s Ol-
ivia Dean and Sawyer Sullivan in the gold
medal match on Saturday in a clash of the
top-two world ranked nations.

The fourth-seeded Indian duo earlier
ousted Vietnam 159-152 in the first round of
16, missing the target only once from 16 ar-
rows. India then thwarted some strong resist-
ance from formidable Mexico, seeded fifth,
to win 156-155 in an intense quarterfinal. e

Lakshya a strong contender for

FRANCE’S GIROUD
PLANS TO RETIRE
AFTER EURO 2024

Paris: France striker Olivier
Giroud intends to retire from

Wizl

international footbhall after next

Olympic glory:

Ashim.Sunam@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With Paris Olym-
pics a little over eight weeks
away, ace shuttler Lakshva Sen
is in the final leg of his prepa-
rations. The man from Almora,
who will feature in the Singa-
pore Open starting next Tues-
day, has been working on vari-
ous aspects of his game, in-
cluding fitness. In the lead up
to the Games, Lakshya, who
trains at the Prakash Padu-
kone Badminton Academy
here, will undergo a 12-day
training stint in France in July

With the men’s singles
wearing an open look, it could
be anyone's game at Paris.
However, Lakshva’s coach Vi-
mal Kumar remains positive
about the PPBA shuttler’'s
chances. “If Lakshya plays to
his potential in Paris (Olym-
pics), he will be a strong con-
tender because [ don’t see the
top 20 playvers being that con-
sistent. They have all beaten
each other. It all depends on
that one week — those who
will be in the right frame of
mind and consistent will suc-
ceed,” Vimal said.

The coach will travel with
Lakshya to Marseille, France,
from July 8-21, with the shut-
tler set to train at The Halle
des Sports Parsemain ahead
of the Olympics. Ayush Shetty
and Chirag Sen will also trav-
el as sparring partners along
with a phvsio and a trainer.

“It will help him train and
oot acclimatized ahead of the
Olympics,” Vimal said. Along
with Lakshya, PV Sindhu'’s pro-
posal to train in Germany was
also approved bv the sports
ministry’s Mission Olympic
Cell. Starting June 15, she will
train there for over a month
and will be accompanied by her
support staff, including coach
Agus Dwi Santoso,

Vimal added that Sindhu’'s
mentor Prakash Padukone is
expected “to be there during
the final 10 days.”

Besides Singapore, Lak-
shya will feature in the Indo-
nesia Open (June 4-9) and
Canada Open (July 2-7) to test
himself against some of the
best in the business. Tt will
help him understand where he
stands ahead of the marquee
event. There is no doubt about

LAKSHYA SEN

the skillset and the talent, but
the 22-vear-old has the ten-
dency to blow hot and cold.
In the final quarter of last
vear, Lakshya suffered six
straight first-round exits.
However, he delivered before
the Olympics qualification
cycle came to an end late last
month. He reached the semi-
finals of the All England Open
and the French Open, charting

his trip to Paris. Lakshyva beat
top shuttlers, including Den-
mark’'s Anders Antonsen (cur-
rent world No. 4}, China's Li
Shi Feng (No. 6), Malaysia's
Lee Zii Jia (No. 10) and Singa-
pore’s Loh Kean Yew (No. 12)
in March, showeasing his abil-
ity to deliver under pressure.

“I hope Lakshya can fur-
ther raise his level,” Vimal
signed off.

Djokovic loses in Geneva

semis before French Open

Geneva: Novak Djokovic will defend
his French Open title in Paris still
without a trophy this season after los-
ing in the Geneva Open semifinals on
Friday. The 44th-ranked Tomas
Machac beat Djokovic 6-4, 0-6, 6-1 in
the last clay-court event to prepare for
Roland Garros, where main-draw play
starts on Sunday, Djokovie, 37, took a
wild card to the Swiss clay-court tour-
nament in a bid to reverse an alarm-
ing dip in form ahead of Roland Gar-
ros where the 24-time Grand Slam
champion has won three times.

“I have no reaction right now, 1 just
fought for every ball,” said 23-year-old
Machac, "When you play against No-
vak vou just hope. You just try to play
vour best and see what it looks like.”

Djokovie, bidding to reach his first
final of the season, received a medical
timeout at the end of the first set.

The Serb will head to Roland Gar-
ros where he faces Frenchman Pierre-
Hugues Herbert in the first round
having won no titles this vear.

Machac, competing in his maiden
tour-level semi-final, rallied from a

o

NOVAK
DJOKOVIC

break down in the first set and after
failing to win a game in the second
powered back in the third set,

“I'm looking forward to playing in
a final for the first time,” said Machac
who will face two-time champion
Casper Ruud or Iltalian Flavio Cobolli
in the title match. Ruud, the world No.
7, was the runner-up in the last two
French Open finals, including a defeat
to Djokovic last vear, acencies

SINDHU BEATS TOP SEED
HAN YUE, REACHES SEMIS
OF MALAYSIA MASTERS

Kuala Lumpur: Double Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu took a giant stride towards secur-
ing a title at the Malaysia Masters after pro-
gressing to the semifinals with a hard-fought
win over top seed Han Yue of China here on
Friday World No. 15 Sindhu recovered from
a mid-game slump to outwit Han, ranked
sixth, 21-13, 14-21, 21-12 in a 55-minute quar-
terfinal battle to avenge her loss to the Chi-
nese in their last meeting at the Asia badmin-
ton Championships in Ningbo last month.

Sindhu, a former world champion, will now
square off against either Indonesia’s Putri
Kusuma Wardani or Thailand’s Busanan Ong-
bamrungphan in the last four stage. In other
results, Ashmita Chaliha’s fine run ended in
the quarterfinals with a 10-21 15-21 loss to sixth
seed Zhang Yi Man of China.Sindhu gave a
good account of herself during the 55-minute
match as she broke off from 3-3 in the opening
oame to take a 11-5 cushion at the break.

The Chinese slowly made her way to 13-16
but Sindhu reeled off the remaining five
straight points to take the opening game.

Stung by the reversal, Han zoomed to a 5-0
lead after the change of sides. She later com-
fortably took the match to the decider. In the
third game, Sindhu opened up a 11-3 lead.
which proved decisive. pm

month's European
Championship, saying he wants
to make sure he does not play
“one season too many”.
Giroud, who left
AC Milan to
join
American
Major
League
Soccer
side Los
Angeles FC
earlier this
month, has made 131
appearances for France and
was a key part of their World
Cup-winning squad in 2018.
With 57 goals, the 37-year-
old is the men's national
team's all-time leading
goalscorer, having overtaken
Thierry Henry during the 2022
World Cup. “To be honest, this
will be my last competition
with Les Bleus. Obviously, I'm
going to miss it a lot,” Giroud
told LEquipe in an interview
published on Thursday.

RANIERI RETIRES
AFTER 37 YEARS
IN MANAGEMENT

Rome: Claudio Ranieri, who
famously led Leicester City to
a shock Premier League title
in 2016, has announced his
retirement from football at
the age of 72.

The Italian's last match as
a manager was Cagliari's 3-2
home defeat to Fiorentina on
Thursday, where he received a
rousing ovation from fans at
the Sardegna Arena as well as
a guard of honour from his
players. “There is a beginning
and an end to everything. It is
only fair: to close the circle in
this way, where | had started,
is something | dreamed of and
the dream was wonderful,”
Ranieri, who previously
managed Cagliari in 1988, said.

Ranieri, who has managed
a string of Serie A teams
including Juventus, AS Roma
and Inter Milan, is best known
for guiding Leicester to a
fairytale Premier League title.

He also managed Chelsea,
Fulham and Watford in the
EPL, as wel| as Valencia and
Atletico Madrid in Spain's
Laliga. “As a soccer | was not
a great champion, but as a
coach | had a lot of fun. For me
it was an honour to be in the
world of soccer.” acencies

GIROUD

Dubai/Karachi: Having recovered from an
injury, experienced pacer Haris Rauf was on
Fridav named in Pakistan's 15-member
squad, which will be led by star batter Babar
Azam during next month's ICC T20 World Cup
to be held in the Americas from June 2,

Rauf, who had suffered a shoulder disloca-
tion during the Pakistan Super League (PSL)
in February, last featured for his country in
January this vear and his return will provide
a big boost to the runners-up in the previous
edition of the tournament in 2022.

“Haris Rauf is fully fit and bowling well
in the nets,” the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
said in a statement. “It would have been nice
if he had gotten an outing at Headingley.

“But we remain confident that he will con-
tinue to maintain an upward trajectory in the
upcoming matches, as he will have an impor-
tant role to play along with other strike bowl-
ers in the T20 World Cup,” said the PCB.

Abrar Ahmed, Azam Khan, Mohammad
Abbas Afridi, Saim Ayub and Usman Khan
will make their maiden appearance in a T20
World Cup, but pacer Hasan Ali was the
prominent absentee as he has been released
to include Rauf.

“This is an extremely talented and balanced
side that has a mixture of vouth and experi-
ence, These players have been playing together
for some time and look well-prepared and set-
tled for next month’s event,” the PCB said.

It has also been decided that for initial
matches, Saim Avub will open with Muham-
mad Rizwan with Babar coming in at one
down but this could change if required in
later matches.

Pakistan also have not named any reserves

Fit-again seamer Rauf in Pak
120 WC squad; Babar to lead

Getty Images

for the tournament. They are currently play-
ing a bilateral series against England in
preparation for the mega event.

Pakistan are placed in Group A with India,
Ireland, Canada and co-hosts USA.

Thev play their first game against USA on
June 6 in Dallas.
SQUAD: Babar Azam (captain), Abrar Ahmed,
Azam Khan, Fakhar Zaman, Haris Rauf, Iftikhar
Ahmed, Imad Wasim, Mohammad Abbas Afridi,
Mohammad Amir, Mohammad Rizwan, Naseem
Shah, Saim Ayub, Shadab Khan, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Usman Khan. eri

No reason for
Dhoni to stop
playing: Kaif

Mumbai: Former India batter Mohammad
Kaif feels there is no reason why Mahendra
Singh Dhoni should not play the next season
of the IPL, given his form, fitness and ability
to play big shots with ease. Speculation has
been rife that Dhoni, who has led CSK to five
IPL titles, could have played his last IPL season.

The former CSK skipper, who had under-
gone surgery to treat a knee injury issue last
year, scored 161 runs in 73 balls at a strike
rate of 220.55 this season. He was also good
behind the stumps.

Kaif thinks Dhoni has enough left in the
tank to keep playing. “Personally, I don't
think he's done, he could not win the game
(last league match against RCB). In the last
over after hitting a six, he got out. You could
make out seeing his body language that he
seemed very disappointed not winning the
game for CSK,” Kaif, a commentator with
Star Sports, said. “Why he should not come
back? He is fit, he is scoring runs and hitting

Why he
(MSD)
should not
come back? He
is fit, he is
SCoring runs
and hitting
sixes, and
there's no
reason to stop
: R playing.” —Kaif
sixes, and there's no reason to stop playing...
it’s up to him, we can't say with Dhoni what's
his plan,” added Kaif, regarded as one of In-
dia’s greatest fielders.

The 43-year-old also said that Kolkata
Knight Riders skipper Shreyas Iver had been
a revelation with his calm demeanour, and
attributed the team’s success this year to his
leadership qualities.

“He (lyver) missed the whole [PL last vear
and KKR probably missed his captaincy in
2023. The way he is changing the bowlers, and
picking his playving XI, he looks very calm
under pressure. In a tournament like the [PL,
vou have to be very composed, you have to
know what's happening in the game and Iyer
has come a long way. He has become a much
better captain now,” opined Kaif. pm




Spinners Shahbaz, Abhishek Put
Shackles Around RR Batters As
Hyderabad Make Final With 36-Run Win

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The dew didn't come into
play, the Chepauk pitch played all the
tricks that helped Chennai Super Kings

TIMES SPORT

HE TIMES OF INDIA,

2 YEARS AFTER LEADING AC MILAN TO SERIE A
TITLE, COACH STEFANO PIOLI TO LEAVE CLUB

Shahbaz Ahmed has produced his best bowling
performance vs RR and his second best in the IPL
behind the 3/7 vs SRH in Chennai on April 14, 2021.
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MBAPPE TO BRING CURTAIN DOWN ON HIS
PSG CAREER IN FRENCH CUP FINAL TODAY

wickets taken by Avesh
1 9 Khan at 27,68 in 16 matches,
the most by a Rajasthan
bowler this season.

Run-aggregate at
567 43,61, including a
hundred and four

fifties in 14 innings by Travis Head,
making him the joint-third highest
run-scorer this season with Riyan
Parag. Virat Kohli (741) and Ruturaj

TWEAK DOES THE TRICK FOR SRH!

C Suresh Kumar

SCOREBOARD

SRH: T Head c Ashwin b S Sharma 34, A Sharma c
Kohler-Cadmore b T Boult 12, R Tripathic Y
Chahal b T Boult 37, A Markramc Y Chahal b T
Boult 1, H Klaasen b S Sharma 50, N Kumar Reddy
¢ Y Chahal b A Khan 5, A Samad b A Khan 0, 5
Ahmed c D Jurel b A Khan 18, P Cummins not out
5, J Unadkat run out 5; Extras (b1, w7): 8; Total
{20 ov; RR: 8.75): 175/9; FoW; 1-13, 2-55, 3-57,
4-99 5-120, 6-120, 7-163, 8-170, 9-175; Bowling: T
Boult 4-0-45-3, R Ashwin 4-0-43-0, 5 Sharma 4-0-
25-2, A Khan 4-0-27-3, Y Chahal 4-0-34-0

make it their fortress over the vears,
and Sunrisers Hyvderabad were the ones
to reap the benefits.

Defending a modest 175, their part-
time left-arm spinners Shahbaz Ahmed

RR: Y Jaiswal c A Samad b S Ahmed 42. T Kohler-
Cadmore c A Tripathi b P Cummins 10, S Samson
¢ A Markram b A Sharma 10, R Parag c A Sharma
b S Ahmed 6, D Jurel not out 56, R Ashwinc A

Klaasen b S Ahmed 0, 5 Hetmyer b A Sharma 4, R

Gaikwad (583) comprise the top two.

Heinrich Klaasen’s runs
463 tally at 42.09, including
four fifties in 14

(3-23) and Abhishek Sharma (2-24) fol-
lowed the Ravindra Jadeja blueprint to
wreak havoe and blow away Rajasthan
Rovals by 36 runs to make the IPL final.
On Sunday, at the same venue, they take
on Kolkata Knight Riders.

The fact that the pitch was stopping
and turning a bit was evident in the first
session itself. But when Rajasthan Rovals
reached 65-1 by the eighth over with Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal looking good, one felt RR
had the game under control.

It was at this point that Shahbaz and
Abhishek, who were supposed to be the
weak links, turned the game decisively
in SRH's favour. They pushed the ball
through the air and hit the right length,
and the pitch had enough in it to allow

CAUSING A ROYAL MELTDOWN!
SRH skipper Pat Cummins
(left) exults as Shahbaz
Ahmed bags yet another RR
wicket in Chennal on Friday

that little bit of turn which made it a
nightmare five overs for Rajasthan Roy-
als. They lost five wickets for 27 runs —
Yashasvi, Sanju Samson, Riyan Parag, R
Ashwin and Shimron Hetmyer — all fall-
ing to Shahbaz and Abhishek.

The two took 47-5 in their eight overs,
which was in stark contrast to RR's
much-vaunted spin duo of Ashwin and

Yuzvendra Chahal's 77-0 off eight.

While Abhishek and Shahbaz will
corner all the glory, a special mention
should be made of South African Hein-
rich Klaasen (50 off 34 balls), who blunt-
ed the Yuzi-Ashwin duo at a critical phase
of the game.

Unlike the Rajasthan batters, Klaasen
understood that it wasn’t the pitch to bat

innings, his best ever in an IPL season.
sixes in 15 innings by
Abhishek Sharma, a record

I 2 for an Indian batter in

an IPL season.

—Slats Rajesh Kumar

at top gear all the time. He ran well be-
tween the wickets, took the twos and
waited for the odd loose ball. Klaasen
used the depth of the crease to pull bril-
liantly when anything was slightly short
and the runs that he scored proved abso-
lutely crucial for SRH.

Another important performance
came from the bat of No. 3 Rahul Tripa-

thy (37 off 15 balls), who gave SRH the
early momentum afier the feared open-
ing duo of Abhishek and Travis Head
was separated early

Following Abhishek’s dismissal in the
last ball of the first over, Tripathy plaved
fearlessly when the ball was still coming
on to the bat and scored a few quick runs
that allowed SRH to get off the blocks.

Powell c A Sharma b T Natarajan 6; T Boult not
out 0; Extras (b1, nb1, w3): 5; Total (20 ov; RR:
6.95): 139/7; FoW: 1-24, 2-65, 3-67, 4-79, 5-79, 6-92,
7-124; Bowling: B Kumar 3-0-33-0, P Cummins
4-0-30-1, T Natarajan 3-0-13-1, J Unadkat 1-0-5-0,
S Ahmed 4-0-23-3, A Sharma 4-0-24-2, A Markram
1-0-10-0

Result: SRH won by 36 runs

The pitch started slowing up and the
RR pace bowlers Trent Boult, Avesh Khan
and Sandeep Sharma helped them re-
strict SRH to a total which seemed man-
ageable at that stage.

But the 55 dot balls that Sunrisers
bowlers managed in addition to the mag-
ic spells of Abhishek and Shahbaz helped
Hyvderabad make their fourth final.

‘BCCI has not approached any
Australian with coaching offer’

Refuting Ricky Ponting’s Claims, Board Secy Jay Shah sgs
Dravid’s Replacement ‘Must Have Risen Through The Ranks;

Arani.Basu@timesgroup.com

ODI World Cup last November. Lax-

man has been reluctant to take up the

New Delhi: BCCI secretary Jay Shah
on Friday refuted claims that the
cricket board had approached any
former Australian cricketer for the
job. Shah insisted that the board is
focused on getting someone who un-
derstands the structure of Indian
cricket and has risen through the
ranks.

On Thursday, Ricky Ponting had
claimed in an interview to the ICC
that BCCI had checked with him if
he was interested in the job. Ponting
said he felt his “lifestvle” didn't suit
this job.

“Neither I nor the BCCI have ap-
proached any former Australian

role. It is also learnt that Laxman has
offers with IPL franchises and broad-
casters once his term at the NCA head
ends in Sept. Notably, current India
head coach Rahul Dravid too was el-
evated from being India ‘A’ and U-19
coach to NCA head before taking up
the job with the Indian team in 2021.

Shah, in his statement, also said

that the board 1s mindful of the re-
sponsibilities of a Team India head
coach given the large fan base around
the globe. “Team India commands the
largest fan base globally, enjoying
support that is truly unrivalled. Cur
rich history, passion for the game
make this (head coach) one of the

most lucrative jobs in the world. The
role demands a high level of profes-
sionalism as one gets to nurture some
of the best cricketers in the world and
an assembly line of talented cricket-
ers to follow.

“Catering to the aspirations of a
billion fans is a huge honour and the
BCCI will pick the right candidate,
capable of propelling Indian cricket
forward,” Shah said.

The deadline for submitting ap-
plications is May 27. It is understood
that Dravid is not Keen to continue
bevond the T20 World Cup.

cricketer with a coaching offer. The
reports circulating in certain media
gections are completely incorrect,”
Shah said in a statement.

*“Finding the right coach for our
national team is a meticulous and
thorough process. We are focused on
identifving individuals who possess
a deep understanding of the Indian
cricket structure and have risen
through the ranks. It's crucial that
our coach has an in-depth knowledge
of our domestic cricket framework
to truly elevate Team India to the
next level,” Shah added.

The hoard has been in talks with
current National Cricket Academyv
(NCA) head VVS Laxman since the

‘KL CAUTIONED ME
ABOUT INCREASED
PRESSURE & POLITICS’

New Delhi: Former Australian
cricketer Justin Langer was enticed
by the prospect of becoming India's
head coach but KL Rahul's word of
caution regarding the “pressure and
politics™ that come with the job
dissuaded him from pursuing the
“amazing” opportunity.

Langer, who was Lucknow Super
Giants' head coach this IPL season,

recalled a chat with his
franchise skipper Rahul.
“¥ou never say never. And
the pressure of doing it in
India... | was talking to KL
Rahul and he said, ‘You know, if
you think there's pressure and
politics in an IPL team, multiply that
by a thousand, (that's) coaching
India," Langer told the BBC. “That
was a good bit of advice. It would be
an amazing job, (but) | have (put
myself out of contention),” he added.
Befare taking up the gig with LSG
this year, Langer coached Australia

lifted

As clouds

clear, Gambhir emerges

front-runner in hunt for new coach

Dwaipayan.Datta @timesgroup.com

Chennai: KKR's magnificent
run into the IPL final has made
former India opener Gautam
Gambhir the hot topic in the na-
tional team’s hunt for a new head
coach. BCCl secretary Jav Shah's
statement on Friday saying the
board never approached any Aus-
tralian for the job and that they
“are focused on identifying indi-
viduals who possess a deep under-
standing of the Indian ericket
structure and have risen through
the ranks” have only added fuel
to the speculation that Gambhir
could be the frontrunner;

Shah's words indicate that if
the new coach is not VVS Lax-
man, who is in charge of the Na-
tional Cricket Academy, then it
has to be an Indian who knows
how the system works. Sources
close to the development indi-
cated there hasn’t been any for-
mal proposal from the board to

for four years from May
2018 to Feb 2022,
helping the team
navigate a difficult
period in the aftermath
of the infamous ball-
tampering scandal. Under
Langer’s guidance, Australia
their first-ever T20 World Cup

and went on to win the Ashes. “| also
know that it's an all-encompassing
role, and having done it for four years
with Australia, it's exhausting. And
that's just the Australian job," the
53-year-old said. rm

GALLERY

King leads WI
to 28-run win vs
South Africa

Kingston: Stand-in cap-
tain Brandon King made 79
as West Indies defeated

ManujaVeerappa

DECOIBINEI®

Dedication & Determination
Are Dinesh I(arth|k's Mantra

s 9

GAUTAM
GAMEHIR

Gambhir yet but if it comes
along, the former India opener
“may not be averse to taking it
up". The source added: “He is
that kind of character who nev-
er shies away from a challenge.”

Gambhir is currently KKR
mentor and the obvious question
will be whether the franchise will
let him go after this season's sue-
cess, The feeling is “it will be de-
cided in a private conversation
between Shah Rukh Khan and
Gambhir, if it comes to that™.

That brings us the question,
what exactly makes Gambhir
such hot property? He hasn’t done
any junior {or domestic) coaching
but is known for his plainspeak,
which may not always be music
to theears of the superstars in the
Indian dressing room.

Those who know Gambhir
insist whatever the former Delhi
cricketer says, it is always “on
vour face”, He was the same as
captain when he revived KKR's
sinking ship in 2011 to make

BCCI

them champions twice in a space
of four years. From a lackluster
seventh-place finish last year,
this season KKR have topped the
table with the same nucleus and
start as favourites in the final.

“The beauty of Gautiasacap-
tain, and maybe as a coach also,
is that he is not obsessed with
numbers. He always rewards
small contributions. Once as KKR
captain, he gave away his Man of
the Match award to (Bengal play-
er) Debabrata Das for a cameo
against CSK. The plavers felt em-
powered under him. They knew
if he had a strong word with them,
there must be for a reason,” for-
mer India pacer Lashmipathy
Balaji, who was one of Gambhir’s
chief lieutenants in the KKR team
of 2011-13, told TOI.

Gambhir, in arecent interview
with R Ashwin, also stressed on
that point. “We get too caught up
with headlines. But it is impor-
tant to remember the building
blocks. Noone talks about Zaheer

Routers

He hadn’t played a

lot leading into the
IPL. What he's done for
us, runs-wise, attitude-
wise, and contributing to
the team in the dressing
room and out on the field
has been really special
and | respect him for it.”

Khan's first spell in the 2011 ODI
final when he gave away six runs
in five overs. Those are the contri-
butions that we need to remem-
ber;” Gambhir told Ashwin.

As mentor of KKR too, he has
stuck to this philosophy While the
likes of Sunil Narine, Phil Salt or
Andre Russell have hogged the
limelight for big performances,
Gambhir always has a lot of time
for the likes of Venkatesh Iyer,
Vaibhav Arora or Harshit Rana.

There's another element of
Gambhir's captainey and coach-
ing that deserves a special men-
tion. In the build-up to the 2012
[PL final against two-time cham-
pions CSK, when Balaji got in-
jured, Gambhir dropped a super-
star opener like Brendon McCul-
lum to draft in little-known wick-
etkeeper batter Manvinder Bisla
s0 that an experienced foreign
pacer in Brett Lee could play

“Imagine the immensity
Bisla for Brendon in a final — and
the repercussions of that move
backfiring. But Bisla played one
of the best knocks of an IPL final.
That's what you call instinct and
it all happened because Gauti was
courageous enough to stick his
neck out,” Balaji said.

Gambhir showed similar in-
stinct as mentor when he broke
the bank to draft in Mitchell Starc
for Rs 24 cr in the auction this
vear. The move was criticized, the
Aussie paceman didn't do too well
in the first phase, but nothing
could stop Gambhir from sticking
with the left-armer, just the way
MS Dhoni did with a faltering
Shane Watson in the 2018 IPL.

Starc’s class finally showed in
the all-important Qualifier 1
when he removed Travis Head off
the first ball to set up the win,
which brought back visions of
Watson’'s ton in the 2018 final.

USA seal hlStOflC TZOI

- series win over B'desh

. Patel, Khan Star
In6 Run Triumph _,

Courtesy: USA Cricket

South Africa by 28 runs in
the first T20 International
of a three-game series here
on Thursday. Opener King
racked up his runs off 45
balls with six sixes and six
boundaries as West Indies
made 175-8 in 20 overs.

684 vie for honours in
Chess for Youth: The 14th
edition of the Chess for
Youth got underway with
684 players in seven cate-
gories in Kolkata on Friday.
The participants are fight-
ing for top honours in U-6,
U-8, U-10, U-12, U-14, U-16
and U-25 - the premier
group which features one
GM, five IMs, and two
WIMS. Thn/AGENCIES

ACTION TODAY

BADMINTON: Malaysia
Masters semis, 10.30 am
(Jio); BASKETBALL:
Timberwolves vs Maver-
icks, 6 am; Pacers vs Cel-
tics, & am Sunday (Jio);
CRICKET: Engvs Pak, 2nd
T20, 7 pm (Sony); USA vs
Bangladesh, 3rd T20, 8.30
pm (Fancode); WI vs SA,
2nd T20, 12.30 am Sunday
(Fancode); FOOTBALL: FA
Cup final, Man City vs Man
United, 7.30 pm (Sony);
Spanish League, 5.30 pm,
7.45 pm; 10 pm, 12.30 am
Sunday (Jio)

@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Much before the
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
team set out on its victory lap
at the M Chinnaswamy stadi-
um following its win over
Chennai Super Kings, [PL vet-
eran Dinesh Karthik took a
break from the team’s celebra-
tions to acknowledge the fans.
This was just after his last
dance at the venue, the 22 yards
on which he rediscovered his
form in the last couple of vears
to stage an unlikely comeback
into the Indian squad for the
2022 T20 World Cup.

Karthik’s international ca-
reer in many ways remained
unfulfilled, especially since his
time in Indian colours over-
lapped with another wicket-
keeper-bat, Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, although Karthik was
picked a few months before the
former Indian skipper. That
said, Karthik has given people
plenty of reasons to celebrate,
an inspiring tale of dedication,
determination and the ability
to rise from the dead.

That's what went into the
making of the joint second-
most capped IPL player (257
matches) after Dhoni (264) and
on par with Rohit Sharma.
Also, Karthik has missed just
two games in 17 seasons. Argu-
ably the most experienced man
behind the stumps after Dhoni,
Karthik over the yvears has
been able to adapt and thrive
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in th rﬂles assigned to him.
His best came in 2013. Bat-
ting at No. 4 for Mumbai Indi-
ans, he scored 510 runs at a
sirike rate of 128, As sKkipper,
he led the Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers to the playoffs in 2018 and
since returning to Bengaluru
In 2022, assumed the role of a
finisher It was a job which al-
lowed him to reinvent himself
with unorthodox and some-
times audacious shots, which
are an integral part of T20. Be
it the 360-degree shot, the in-
zenious scoop or the humon-
ous six, Karthik added them
to his repertoire seamlessly
A team man who has always
walked the talk, be it for Tamil
Nadu — whom he represented
for over two decades — nation-
al or franchise squads, Karthik
led by example with his work
ethic and fitness routines,
What also endeared him to peo-

el ®

KARTHIK’S IPL JOURNEY

= |PL debut: 2008

== Teams: Delhi Daredevils,
Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
Kings XI Punjab, Mumbai
Indians, Gujarat Lions and
Kolkata Knight Riders.

== Matches: 257

=¢ Runs: 4,842

= Highest score: 97 not out
== Strike-rate: 135.36

== 50s/100s: 22/0

== 45/65: 466/161

== Catches/Stumpings: 145/37

ple was his childlike enthusi-
asm and his willingness to lend
a shoulder or ear toa teammate
going through a rough phase.
Highlighting this trait, Vi-
rat Kohli revealed in a video
posted on RCB's social media
channel, “In that phase in 2022
when [ did not have a great IPL
season, [ was really struggling

for confidence. He sat me down
a couple of times and gave me
an honest explanation of how
he is seeing things and maybe
I am not able to see them myv-
self. 1 like his honesty and
courage to go and speak to
anyone about things that he
really feels about.”

A week shyv of his 39th
birthday, Karthik has sus-
tained himself on sheer dedica-
tion to fitness and hard work.
Be it off-season training, diet
or the hard yvards he has put in
at the nets or the gym, compro-
mise was never a part of his
regimen. Self-belief has been
a key part of his career. Only
he could have envisaged and
expressed —as a commentator

that, at 36, he was in with a
chance for a national team
comeback. Less than a year
later, he was on the flight to
Australia for the T20 World

—Andy Flower,
RCE HEAD COACH

F |

THE FIRE STILL BURNS: Dinesh
Karthik scored 326 runs at an
average of 36.22 and a strike-
rate of 187.36 in the 2024 IPL

Cup. Just when he was being
written off, he always pulled
out a few tricks from his over-
flowing bag to make a come-
back and fan his burning de-
sire for the game.

Reflecting on his life ahead,
Karthik’s wife Dipika Pallikal,
the Indian squash star, was
quoted as saving, “He is very
content with what he has done
and achieved. Tt is not going to
be easy moving away from the
game, this is all he has done
all his life, He is the kind of
person who is ready to move
on if he is content.”

After RCB crashed out in
the Eliminator this week, there
were tight hugs and warm
wishes all around for Karthik.
An astute reader of the game,
Karthik has alreadv estab-
lished himself as a commenta-
tor, and may well return in a
backroom role in the future.

; Houston:
: fast bowler Ali Khan's three-
: wicket burst in his final two
: overs helped USA pip Ban-
: gladeshbysixrunsinthesec-
: ond T20 International and
: register a historicseries win
: against an ICC full member
: nation here.

Pakistan-origin

Riding high on confi-

dence after beating Bangla-
: desh by five wickets in the
: first T20 here on Tuesday,

USA continued in the same

: veinand stunned the ICC full
: member
: Thursday at the Prairie View
: Cricket Complex to take an
: unassailable 2-0 lead in the
. three-match series. The se-
: riesisapreparation for both
: the sides ahead of the T20
: World Cup to be co-hosted by
: USA and the West Indies,
: startingJunel.

nation again on

With three crucial wickets
in his last two overs, Khan (3/

25) played a pivotal role in

USA's victory Asked to bat

: first, USA made a strong start
. with Steven Taylor (31 off 28)
. and skipper Monank Patel (42
: off 38) sharing 44 runs in just
. over six overs. Monank later
: partnered with Aaron Jones
: (35)toadd60runs for the third
. wicket, guiding USA to a total
. of 144 foré6.

: Briefscores: USA:144for6in20
: overs (M Patel 42, A Jones 35; R
: Hossain 2/21) beat Bangladesh:
: 138 all outin 19.3 overs (N Shanto
: 36;AliKhan 3/25) by 6 runs.

Q-_

ON SONG: USA fast bowler Ali
Khan appeals for a leg-before
decision during the team's second
T20l match against Bangladesh

Major League Cricketin USA
Major League Cricket in
USA is an ambitious endeav-
ourtopopularisethesportina
region where it has tradition-
ally been overshadowed by
more dominant sports like
basketball, baseball and foot-
ball. Established with the vi-
sion of tapping into the large
and growing cricket-loving
expatriate community and in-
troducing Americans to the
sport, MLC has fostered a ro-
bust cricketing ecosvstem.

Minor League Cricket
in America

Minor League Cricket
(MILC) in America plays a
critical role in promoting the
sport across the country
Launched as a developmental
cricket league, MiL.C servesas
a feeder system to Major
League Cricket. Tan/acENCIES
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BJP in SC against

HC order barring
anti-TMC adverts

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP has ap-
proached Supreme Court
against Calcutta high
court’s order directing it
not to issue certain deroga-
tory advertisements
against Trinamool Con-
gress (in violation of the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) during Lok Sabha
Elections, 2024,

The party mentioned the
case before a vacation bench
of Justices Bela Trivedi and
Pankaj Mithal for an urgent
hearing. The court assured
that it would examine.

A single bench of HC
had held that advertise-
ments were violative of the
MCC and had restrained
BJP from publishing such
ads till further orders.

*“A perusal of the im-
pugned ads published on
various dates inthis month,
clearly evince that thoseare
inviolation of theletter and
spirit of the MCC, which
clearly prohibits all partici-
pants in the election proc-

241 seized from
Bengal BJP neta’s
car on eve of polls

ess than 24 hours before

the sixth phase of polls,
West Bengal police seized Rs
24 lakh cash from thecarofa
BJP functionary in West
Midnapore on Friday, reports
Sujoy Khanra. Prasanta Bera,
who had contested 2021
assembly polls from Daspur
in West Midnapore, was
detained after hefailed to
provide any valid document
for carrying such a huge
amount of cash hours before
the election.

ess from criticism of other
parties or their workers
based on unverified allega-
tions or distortion,” the
bench had observed.

The party thereafter
challenged the order before
a division bench but the
bench refused to interfere
and BJP thereatter moved
the top court.

‘PM behind EC gag
order on Agnipath’:
Cong steps up attack

Tinaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: With the elec-
tion scene moving towards
Punjab, Haryvana and Hi-
machal Pradesh, Congress
stepped up itsattack on the
Agnipath scheme and ac-
cused Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi of hiding be-
hind Election Commission
“by getting it to issue a di-
rection” that matters con-
cerning the armed forces
should be Kept out of the
political campaign.

AICC  ex-serviceman
department chairman Ro-
hit Chaudhary (retd Col)
told a press conference that
Congress will disband the
Agnipath scheme and re-
store the old fulltime
recruitment policy of the
armed forces, as the four-
vear recruitment has im-
paired thefightingabilities
of the forces while compro-
misingthetrainingand sta-
tus of the soldiers.

Chaudhary said the
model code of conduct al-
lows political parties to
talk about policies and
Congressisstickingtoitby
promising to disband the
scheme. “We are challeng-
ing the scheme which is
not in the interest of the

country, the Army and the
soldiers,” he said.

At the press meet, Con-
gress plaved the videos of
PM Modi's speeches dur-
ing the 2019 election cam-
paign, when he said first-
time voters should vote for
BJP as a tribute to the Pul-
wama martyrs.

“Whenever PM Modi
gets into trouble, he looks
for some support. Earlier,
he used to hide behind the
defence forces. Now, he is
taking the support of EC,”

COUNTER-OFFENCE

the Congressman said.
Chaudhary said in the
times of two-and-half front
war, India cannot afford to
weaken the armed forces.
Stating that Agnipath
scheme was brought in to
cut the expenditure on
armed forces, Chaudhary
said it is ironical that the
Modi govt cannot find
enough money for defence
despite India being eco-
nomically strong, in con-
trast to how the country,
when it was much weaker
financially, fought four
wars and maintained its
forces, modernised it and
acquired new weapons.

~ Chem plant
.~ boiler blast toll
. mounts to 11,
owner arrested

Kalvan: Roughly 24 hours af-
ter the reactor blastin Amudan
Chemicals Pvt Ltd in Maha-
rashtra’s Dombivli MIDC
Phase 2 shook a residential
neighbourhood, police arrest-
ed its absconding owner from
Thane and detained his moth-
er, who is a director in the com-
pany, in Nashik even as Maha-
rashira Pollution Control
Board issued a closurenoticeto
the unit, report Pradeep Gup-
ta & Nishikant Karlikar.

Thetollrosetoll on Friday
morning, as the authorities
found three more charred
bodies while clearing debris
after the six-hour-long fire-
dousing operations.

Only two of the 11 deceased
were identified based on their
dental braces and mangalsutra
— Rohini Kadam (26) and Ridd-
hi Khanvilkar (38), who both
worked in the accounts depart-
ment at Amudan Chemicals.

Maharashtra assembly op-
position leader Ambadas
Danve blamed govt. However,
industries minister Uday Sa-
mant told TOL, “There were de-
lays in finding land to shift
these hazardous companies...
We were working on this.”

- Continued from P1

had Hawladar (24) had

_/ been living illegally in

Mumbai and was hired to

chop theslain MP's body into

multiple pieces so that the

victim couldn’t be traced, a
CID officer said.

Jihad, who hails from Ba-
rakpur in Bangladesh’s Khul-
na district, was arrested in
Bengal's Bongaon on Thurs-
day and handed over to CID,
whichishandlingthecase. Po-
lice suspect Celesty who is al-
soa Bangladesh citizen, asked
Azim to meet her at the New
Town apartment. CCTV foot-
age of Azim being escorted in
by Celesty is part of the body
of evidence along with the
boarding pass in her name.
Celesty is among the three
people arrested in Bangla-
desh earlier this week. The
others are Shimul Bhuivan
Aman, alias Amanullah Syed,
member of a banned Left-
wing organisation in that
country, and Tanvir Bhuiyan,

Besides the trio, others
present in the apartment at
the time of the crime have
been identified as Siam, Fai-
sal, Mostafiz and Jihad, the

l angladeshi butcher Ji-

PTI

4
Jihad, the butcher, was produced

in a court at Barasat in Bengal's
North 24 Parganas on Friday

butcher. Siam, Faisal and
Mostafiz areon the run.

According to Indian and
Bangladeshi investigators,
the murder was planned by
Md Akhtaruzzaman alias
Shaheen, a US citizen of Ban-
gladeshi origin. The latter
paid the hired Killers 5 crore
Bangladeshi taka, rented the
New Town flat on April 30,
and arranged for everyone to
convergetheretokillhisone-
fime associate and friend
Azim. Hereturned to Bangla-
desh three days before the
murder, leaving the others to
execute the plan.

~ B'desh, India may seek Interpol
help to nab MP murder kingpin

CID said Jihad the butcher
confessed to doing Shaheen's
bidding. “He, along with four
Bangladeshi nationals,
smothered and killed the MP
The butcher dismembered the
body and stuffed it into multi-
ple plastic bags to take these
out of the flat. The accused
used various modes of trans-
port to dispose of the body
parts in and around Kolkata.”

Shaheen fled to Nepal
when the MP's murder be-
came public, and is suspect-
ed to have travelled to Dubai
and then to another country,
Bangladesh and India are
likely to seek Interpol’s help
to nab him. Jihad was pro-
duced in a court in Barasat
on the outskirts of Kolkata
and remanded in police cus-
tody. A four-member team
from police and security
wings of India arrived in
Bangladesh visited the detec-
tive branch office on Minto
Road in Dhaka tointerrogate
thetrioarrested there.

Mumtarin Ferdoush Do-
rin, daughter of Jhenaidah-4
lawmaker Azim, said in Dha-
ka on Friday that the motive
for the murder could only be

ascertained when all the cul-

prits were arrested.
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HC junks 72.5¢r recovery notice
to Haldwani riot mastermind

Dehradun: Uttarakhand HC
on Friday quashed a recovery
noticeof Rs 2.5 crore served to
Abdul Malik, the alleged mas-
termind of the vicolence in

Haldwani’s Banphoolpura ar-

ed, reports Pankul Sharma.
Malik is currently in jail.
Thenotice sought compen-
gation for the destruction
caused during the unrest on
Feb 8 when a team of local ad-

ministration and municipal
corporation officials
launched an anti-encroach-
ment operation, demolishing
an “unauthorised” madrassa
and a prayer place. The struc-
tures were built on govt land
that Malik had allegedly
orabbed illegally:

Malik contested this, assert-
ing that “he had not been con-
victed of any offence sofar”.
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25 States

and J&K would have concluded ‘&
polling in the ongoing general
elections for the 18th LS after today

Bengal’s largest phase and Punjab and

Himachal are up next in the final phase
of the election on June 1

DANCE Of
DEMOCRACY

INCLUSIVE OF DELHI TIMES (CIRCULATED ONLY IN DELHI NCR) |

90%

seats would've
voted after
today

e

DELHI DURWAR

The LS poll reaches Delhi in its penultimate phase as the BJP-AAP face-off is put to
the ballot test. Its NCR neighbour Gurgaon also votes with the rest of Haryana, as
do key seats in UP, Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand that NDA had won in 2019
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HIGH-STAKES BATTLES TO WATCH TODAY

Haryana: Delhi's next-door neighbour, with modern urban
centres like Gurgaon to its south and a sweeping agrarian belt
to the north, is a complex political field with BJP
and Congress as principal opponents. Prolonged
farmers' protests, the agitation by wrestlers,
discontent among youth over the Agnipath
scheme, and long waits for govt jobs are in the
mix as Congress seeks to turn the tables on BJP
after 10 years in the wilderness. Anti-incumbency
and a leadership haze in the state unit, with Nayab Singh Saini
named CM only in March, mean BJP is heavily reliant on the
Modi factor. Former CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda, meanwhile, is
back at the forefront of the Congress campaign and will see the
LS poll as staging ground for the assembly push later this year.

. Delhi: Chief minister Arvind Kejriwal's arrest in the backdrop, the national
- capital votes today in the middle of arguably the bitterest political feud

. it has seen. With 7 seats, Delhi's LS pool is small but central to
. national themes — misuse of central agencies and putting
. political rivals in jail for opposition parties, and crusade

. against corruption for BJP — that the Lok Sabha election

- is being fought on. So high are the stakes that BJP will

. be disappointed with anything less than another 7-0

. scorecard — which will make it a hat-trick of clean sweeps
. for it in general elections since 2014 — and the INDIA bloc, with Congress
. and AAP in alliance, will take any gain as a vindication of its stand about
. the PM trying to crush the opposition using state machinery. Kejriwal,

- who is out on bail, has run an emotive campaign, connecting his freedom
. to the outcome of the election. Now, the people will decide.

A LOOK AT UNION MINISTERS & OTHER HEAVYWEIGHTS IN THE FRAY

Sambalpur
2019 WINNER: BJP (Nitesh Ganga Deb)

KEY CONTENDERS: Dharmendra Pradhan (BJP), Pranab
Prakash Das (BID)

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan, BJP's
prominent Odisha face, is making a comeback to the
electoral arena after 15 years in this prestigious west Odisha constituency
that BJP won in 2019. Pradhan, a part of the Modi Cabinet who has called

on voters to strengthen the hands of the PM, faces a canny challenger in

BID strategist and organisational general secretary Pranab Prakash Das.
Sambalpur has demonstrated a pattern of shifting political allegiances over
the past three elections. Congress won in 2009, followed by BJD in 2014 and
BJP in 2019. Sambalpur, where the Hirakud dam is located, has been at the
forefront of a long-standing movement for the establishment of a bench of the
Qdisha high court here. BJD has thrown its organisational machinery behind
Das’s campaign with BJP calling him an “outsider”, since he is from a different
part of Odisha. Though two strong candidates are in the ring, the fight here is
between ‘Modi's guarantees’ and CM Naveen Patnaik's massive welfare push.

Anantnag-Rajouri
2019 WINNER: NC* (Hasnain Masoodi)

KEY CONTENDERS: Mehbooba Mufti (PDP),
Mian Altaf (NC), Zafar Iqbal \
Manhas (Apni Party)

Far from the comfort of home
turf Anantnag, PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti faces a tough

Karal

2019 WINNER: BJP {Sanjay Bhatia)
KEY CONTENDERS: Manohar Lal — \{ fe
Khattar (BJP), Divyanshu Budhiraja G = '
(Cong) ‘
Removed as CM just before the R Nt
general elections were announced,

Manohar Lal Khattar (70) has been shifted by BJP

to the Lok Sabha arena from his home constituency
with BJP indicating he will get bigger responsibilities
at the Centre. With Nayab Singh Saini, who replaced
Khattar as CM, contesting the assembly bypoll

from this seat after Khattar vacated it, Karnal is at
the heart of the BJP campaign. Khattar's main rival
is 30-year-old Divyanshu Budhiraja, president of
Haryana Youth Congress. Also in the fray are JIP's
Devender Kadian and Virender Maratha from NCP,
which is supported by INLD.

Gurgaon

2019 WINNER: BIP (Rao Inderjit Singh)
KEY CONTENDERS: Rao Inderjit Singh -
(BJP), Raj Babbar (Cong)
Union minister and five-time
MP Rao Inderjit Singh takes
on Congress veteran Raj
Babbar in this high—pmﬁle
fight to Delhi's south, ina

gaq Aepp :suoielsn)||

2019 WINNER: BIP (Arvind Sharma)
KEY CONTENDERS: Arvind Sharma (BJP),
R% Deepender Hooda (Cong) —
- In the large victory margins
of the 2019 Lok Sabha
election for BJP in the state,
Rohtak stood out for its !
close contest as Arvind

city not known for politics
but business. The entry of Babbar, a PUH]EIDF
has brought a different dynamic to the poll
arithmetic because the party has always
preferred Yadav candidates from this Ahir
stronghold. But, even with BJP's troubles in
Haryana, breaching the fortress Singh has
built will take some doing. As a result, it's
often been said during the campaign that
Gurgaon is BJP's “safest seat™ this time.
Singh's influence extends across the Ahirwal
belt of south Haryana and is seen as an
important factor in optimism in the saffron
camp about winning all three seats here.

Sharma scraped through '

by just 7,503 votes. This time, it's perhaps
the seat Congress is most confident in.
With BJP renominating Sharma, Rohtak
will see a 2019 rematch in a seat that

was former CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda's
stronghold before BJP breached it. His son
Deepender, who has represented Rohtak
thrice in the Lok Sabha in 2005, 2009 and
2014, hopes to wrest the seat on the back
of a good Congress performance in the
2019 assembly election here. Sharma, who
switched to BJP from Congress in 2014,
was an MP from Karnal in 2004 and 2009.

challenge in this constituency,
which includes large parts of Jammu's
Poonch and Rajouri districts. Not only did

a PDP-NC alliance not work out, she now
faces NC's Mian Altaf, a Gujjar spiritual
head. Thanks to altered boundaries, the
demography is a mix of Kashmiri Muslims,
Guijjars and Bakerwals, and the Pahari
community that includes Hindus, Muslims
and Sikhs. The central govt led by BJP, which
is not in the fray, has included Paharis and
three other communities in the ST list. PDP
and NC have labelled Apni Party candidate
Zafar Igbal Manhas, a Pahari, a BJP proxy.

*Constituency redrawn afteér delimitation

Suftanpur

2019 WINNER: BJP (Maneka Gandhi)

KEY CONTENDERS: Maneka Gandhi (BJP), Ram
Bhuwal Nishad (SP), Udraj Verma (BSP)

UP's constituency No. 38 has always remained
in the shadow of its neighbours, Amethi (No.

37) and Rae Bareli (No. 36), even though Sultanpur was district
headquarters of a major part of Amethi parliamentary constituency
before it became a separate district in 2010. A Gandhi contested
from this seat for the first time in 2014 when BJP fielded Varun from
here, shifting him from Pilibhit. He went back to Pilibhit in 2019,
making way for his mother Maneka. Both won and Maneka is now
back in the fray from here for her ninth term in Parliament. Last
time, she won by a slender margin of 14,000 votes. This time, she

is facing a formidable challenge in the form of SP's Ram Bhuwal
Nishad, a two-time former MLA who started with BSP and was
briefly with BJP. While Maneka is confident her connection with
people will see her through, Nishad is banking on the support of
Muslim voters and consolidation of non-Yadav OBCs.

_,—'-'_'_'_'___\_\-""\_-\i

North East Delhi

2019 WINNER: BIP (Manoj Tiwari) —— =
KEY CONTENDERS: Manoj Tiwari (BJP), Kanhaiya
Kumar (Cong)

The most discussed of Delhi's electoral contests,
this became a high-voltage, high-decibel fight
after Congress decided to field Kanhaiya Kumar, the former

JNU Students' Union president, against BJP's Manoj Tiwari. The
Bhojpuri actor-turned-politician is the only MP in Delhi who was
re-nominated by BJP, which won all seven seats in the capital

not just in 2019 but also in 2014, the year Narendra Modi became
PM. The constituency has a sizable population of Poorvanchali
voters, and both Tiwari and Kanhaiya are from Bihar. Kanhaiya
had contested his last Lok Sabha election from Begusarai in Bihar
and lost to BJP's Giriraj Singh. While he has repeatedly accused
Tiwari of “zero” development in North East Delhi, BJP calls him

a member of the “tukde-tukde” gana. Tiwari had defeated AAP's
Anand Kumar in 2014 and former Delhi CM Sheila Dikshit in 2019.

SEE FLAP INSIDE FOR OTHER BIG BOUTS
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BIG BOUTS OF PHASE 6

NEW DELHI

2019 WINNER: BJP (Meenakshi Lekhi)

KEY CONTENDERS: Bansuri Swaraj (BJP), Somnath Bharti (AAP), Raaj Kumar Anand (BSP)

rguably the most prestigious seat in Delhi, it is likely to witness a tough contest be-

tween three-time AAP MLA from Malviva Nagar Somnath Bharti and former

Delhi CM and Union minister Sushma Swaraj’s daughter, Bansuri. Congress has
not fielded its candidate from New Delhi under the seat-sharing arrangement with
AAP The last two elections saw BJP win the seat by a comfortable margin. But the party replaced
sitting MP Meenakshi Lekhi with political greenhorn Bansuri this time. Both Bansuri and Bharti
are contesting their maiden Lok Sabha election. This is the only Delhi seat witnessing a three-
cornered fight with the entry of former Delhi minister Raaj Kumar Anand, who resigned from =
AAP in April. Congress leaders Sonia and Rahul Gandhi, and several prominent politicians,
Judges and bureaucrats vote 1n this parliamentary constituency.

2019 WINNER: BJP (Sunita Duggal) 2019 WINNER: BIP (Nayab Singh Saini)
KEY CONTENDERS: Kumari Selja (Cong), Ashok Tanwar (BJP) KEY CONTENDERS: Naveen Jindal (BIP), Sushil Gupta (AAP),

presidents in Sirsa — Congress candidate Kumari —y The land of Mahabharat is witnessing a battle between crore-

It's a battle between two former Haryana Congress  Abhay Chautala (INLD)

Selja (61) is facing BJP's Ashok Tanwar (48), who
moved from Congress to TMC and AAP before joining

1 patis — industrialist-turned politician Naveen Jindal of

BJE AAP's Harvana chief Sushil Gupta and INLD MLA

the saffron party this year. Selja has represented Sirsa  Abhay Singh Chautala. The constituency, which includes Kuruk-
in Lok Sabha twice earlier — 1991 and 1996. Her father  shetra and Kaithal districts, elected Nayab Singh Saini, who va-
Chaudhary Dalbir Singh was a four-time MP cated the seat as he was named CM earlier this vear. Before him,

4
Y while campaigning
for this election,

HISAR

2019 WINNER: BJP (Brijendra Singh)

KEY CONTENDERS: Jai Prakash (Cong), Ranjit
Singh Chautala (EJP), Naina Singh Chautala
(JJP), Sunaina Chautala (INLD)

gy 1his Jat heartland is a melting pot of
1 hallmarks that often define Haryana politics - dy-
nasty and turncoats. Sitting BJP MP Brijendra Singh,
who quit his IAS job to join politics in 2019, left the saffron
camp to join Congress earlier this year, But he didn't get a
ticket as Congress opted for Bhupinder Singh Hooda loyal-
ist Jai Prakash, better known as JP. He started his political
career with INLD but switched to Bansi Lal's Haryana Vikas
Party. He then joined Congress but contested the 2014 as-
sembly poll as an Independent candidate, and won. In 2019,
he went back to Congress. On the other side, BJP promptly
nominated Ranjit Singh Chautala, son of former deputy
PM Devi Lal, after he stepped down as an Independent MLA
and joined the partyv. The Chautala clan, divided among all
political parties in Harvana, has two other members in the
fray from Hisar — JJP’s Naina Chautala, sitting MLA and
mother of former deputy CM Dushyant Chautala, and IN-
LD)Ys Sunaina Chautala.

TAMLUK

2019 WINNER: TMC (Dibyendu Adhikari)

KEY CONTENDERS: Abhijit Gangopadhyay
(BJP), Debangshu Bhattacharya (TMC),
Sayan Bannerjee (CPM)
¢ 1his is one of Bengal's most closely
1 watched battles. A high court
judge, five months short of retire-
ment, resigned from the bench to join BJP and was award-
ed with a BJP nomination in Tamluk, an Adhikari family
fief since 2009. Pitted against him is a 27-vear-old debutant
who coined Trinamool's ‘Khela Hobe' slogan.
In their win or their loss, the Abhijit-Gan-
- I

gopadhyay-versus-Debangshu-Bhattachar-
va battle is set to be a defining point in
Bengal politics. BJP has pulled out all stops ‘ >
to ensure Ganguly's win. Adhikari himself ( sy 4
is shouldering Ganguly's campaign and CM J '
Mamata Banerjee has elevated this \

contest asa “personal battle”to  — £
avenge her “illegal” Nandi- e 77 1
oram defeat in 2021. ~ Abhijit M

PURI

2019 WINNER: BID (Pinaki Mishra)

KEY CONTENDERS: Sambit Patra (BJP)
and Arup Patnaik (BID)

1 1he Jagannath temple, a 12th-
century shrine and a kKey iden-
tity of Odisha, has become the

focal point of politics in the state,

particularly in Puri, as Odia Asmitaemerges as a crucial poll
issue. The temple holds immense significance for the average

Odia, making it the centre of gravity in Odisha politics. BJP’s

Sambit Patra and former Mumbai commissioner Arup

Patnaik are engaged in a fierce battle. The heritage cor-

ridor and the “missing kev™ to the lord's

treasures have surfaced as important poll

AZAMGARH

(1967, 1971, 1980, 1984) from the constituency. Jindal represented the constituency in Lok Sabha for a decade
Tanwar too was elected an MP from Sirsa in (2004-2014) as a Congressman. The industrialist shifted to BJP as
W 2009. Though BJP won by a marginof more  soon as INDIA bloc decided to give this seat to AAP, the only
y than3lakh in 2019, it may have a tough time Harvana constituency that the party is fighting from. While BJP
. reclaiming the seat, with issues such as would need to counter anti-incumbency, Jindal has campaigned
unemployment and farmers’ agitationfuel-  on the plank of development he brought to the area when he was
~ linganti-incumbency Tanwar, whowas  MP. AAP hopes to leave its mark in the state, though there may

‘W with Congress when he lost from be some resentment among Congress ranks in the area over the

‘ Sirsa in 2019, has run into protests  seat not being given to them. INLD, which is banking on a re-

vival in Haryana, has a substantial following in the region.

2019 WINNER: BJP (Krishan Pal Gurjar)

KEY CONTENDERS: Krishan Pal Gurjar (BJF), Mahender Pratap
Singh (Cong), Nalin Hooda (JJP)

JP's Krishan Pal Gurjar, also the Union minister of
B state for power and heavy industries, is eyeing a hat-
trick from Faridabad, having won the seat twice ina

- row in 2014 and 2019 after defeating Congress’s Avtar Singh
- Bhadana both times. This time, Krishan Pal has a .

- formidable opponent in Congress’s Mahender g -
- Pratap Singh (79), who is returning to the LS arena, |

- Belonging to the Gurjar community like Krishan

Pal, Singh has been in politics for over five decades.

. He is a five-time MLA and has held several portfo- TFg S
- lios as a minister in Haryana govt. Against the two
- heavyweights is JJP's youth leader Nalin Hooda (36),
- whose impact on this election 1s too early to guess.
' The constituency is dominated by Gurjars, Jats, )
" Punjabis, Brahmins and Meo-Muslims. pLIILE -

ALLAHABAD

2019 WINNER: BJP (Rita Bahuguna Joshi)

KEY CONTENDERS: Neeraj Tripathi (BJP), Ujjwal Rewati Raman
Singh (Cong), Ramesh Singh Patel (B5P)

ome big names like PD Tandon, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Bahuguna, VP Singh, Janeshwar Mishra, MM Joshi and
Rewati Raman Singh have represented this seat in the
past. BJP won the constituency for the first time in 1996 with
MM Joshi, and the veteran went on to make a hat-trick before
losing to Rewati Raman of SP in 2004. The battle this time is
between two scions — Rewati Raman’s son Ujjwal from Con-
gress, and former UP speaker and Bengal governor Keshari
Nath Tripathi's son Neeraj of BJE Keshari Nath
has represented Allahabad South assembly seat
five times, Ujjwal is a former two-time MLA and
an ex-minister, and Meeraj, an additional advo-
cate general with UP govt, is making his elec-
toral debut. Like his father, Ujjwal joined SP
when he started his political career two decades
ago. But he jumped to Congress just before polls
were announced. Ramesh Patel of BSP is
likely to win a fraction of Kurmi votes
but the contest may not be a three-

o L LT cornered fight
““" Neera] en.rﬂnﬂ'lenﬁ.g

2019 WINNER: SP (Akhilesh Yadav), BIP
(Dinesh Lal Yadav Nirahua in bypoll)

KEY CONTENDERS: Dinesh Lal Yadav Nirahua
(BJP), Dharmendra Yadav (5P), Mashud
Ahmed Ansari (BSF)

uslims and Yadavs form almost 35% of the voting

population, making it a favourite hunting ground

for Samajwadi Party’'s first family for the past three
elections (though patriarch Mulayvam Singh Yadav's neph-
ew Dharmendra lost a bypoll two years ago to Bhojpuri film
star Dinesh Lal Yadav Nirahua). Of the past 20 Lok Sabha
elections, including bypolls, a Yadav candidate has won the
seat 14 times, and a Muslim candidate three. The seat went
to BSP four times as the party managed to consolidate Mus-
lim voters in its favour apart from Dalit voters, who ac-
count for 17-18% of the constituency’s population.

issues, not only in Puri but across Odisha, ‘. Before Nirahua inflicted a shocking defeat on Dhar-
during the simultaneous Lok Sabha and o _ M mendra in the 2022 bypoll, BJP had won the seat
state assembly elections. Patra's recent L - ir. - only once, through local strongman Ramakant Ya-
gaffe, where he described “Lord Jagan- | ' A iﬁ\ ' dav in 2009. This election, protagonists of the 2022

nath as devotee of PM Modi” instead of - AN Tl bypoll are back in the fray Former BSP MLA Gud-

the other way around, has escalated into a
major controversy. Sambit had narrowly '
lost to BJD's Pinaki Mishra in 2019. BJD SaFﬁit

has roped in Arup who had lost the Bhu- :
haneswar Lok Sabha election last time.

139.7
887

*“Voating for Anantnag-Rajouri LS seat in J&K was moved from third to sixth phase

Haryana hogs list of phase-6 richest

The penultimate round of voting covers 58* seats across

ﬁuii Jai Haw& Maneka Gandhi Mahender Bahadur Singh Raaj Kumar

. du Jamali, who had polled nearly 2.6 lakh votes in
e A the 2022 bypoll to facilitate Nirahua's victory by a
margin of 8.000 votes, is now with SP. Apart
~ from his caste, Nirahua is banking on

Dharmendra BJP’s development pitch for the region.

AVG ASSETS, T NO. OF CANDIDATES

; . Above 500cr |1
eight states and UTs. About a tenth of the 866 candidates 1bn-5uu : 5 338
whose affidavits were analysed by Association for er
- s0-100cr 11  candidates
Democratic Reforms (ADR) are women and close to one are crorepatis
out of every four is a graduate or above 20-50cr M 25
1-20cr 296
mtmnt Misra RICHEST TEN ?60"' 50 lakh-1cr [ 87
' / Avg asset value 20-50 lakh | 132
- of candidates 10-20 lakh [ 88
/ 22 ‘) 1-10 lakh
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