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50 killed in Isr:
800000 ‘forced to flee’ Ratah
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EAST WAR

aeli attacks as

:H]Ulhl‘tnill;“’l‘IH[{H]lI]'[ Netanyahu Cabinet unless Gaza plan is approved

Arab Naws (ooran

Heavy clashes and
bombardment rocked
Rafah on Saturday, as
Israel pressed an assanlt
agalnst Hamas fighters.

The lsracki military said its air
forces hit more than 70 tareets
while ground troops conducted
“targeted raids®™ in easiemn
Rafah, killing 50 militants and
locating dozens of tunnel shaflis

Hamass armed wing,  the
Erpedine Al-Qassam  Brigades,
said it fired a barrage of rockets
torwvand the Israeli city of Ashkelon
and targeted an Israell commiandd
cesiler at the Jabalia reluges camp
in the: north of the Gaza St

The hesd of the UN agency
for Palestimian  refugees  saicl
that 800,000 people had been
“forced to Aee™ Rafah since
[srael began military operations
there this month,

"Mearly hall of the popiilation
of Kafah or 800,000 people ame
on the road having been forced
o flee since the Israeli forces
started the military operation in
Uhe area an 6 May,
Philippe Lazzarini said on X,

Following  the
cilers, Gazans have fled (o “the
middie areas and Khan Youmnis
mchding to destroved  build-
inzs," he zaid. “Every time, they
are forced to leave bhehind the
fE 'I1|‘||::-||'.:i1|.|:5-: I||-e'].' Havie
Every time, they have lo stan
from scratch, all over again”

Hamas skammed what it called
Isracl’s "intensifed brutal raxds
on Jabalia, saving they had killed

| /irBriet

- KSA'S NEW ROLE

Saudi Arabia has assumes the
prosidency of the Exeoutive
Coundcil of the Arab League Edu-
cational, Cultural amd Scientific
Orpanization until 2006, P4

~INDIA HEAT WAVE

Parts of norihwest India
sweltered uncer soorching
lemperatures, with Nesw Dielhi
under a severe weather alert. P8

- CEMENT SECTOR

The Sawdi coment sector is
poased to maintain its position
as a key player by hamessing

circular economy principles. PN

EVACTERLEDE

' UNIEWA clhped

Fialastinlah sugporters prepass ta march thiough Leadan on Satuirday to call for an and to arms sales to il and demiund an and o Gaka's slege, S-F

NUMBER

35,386

Palestinians have been kiled
in lsrael's offensive on Gaza,

diozens of civilians and wounded
hundreds more while targeting
schools and shelters

“The escalating crimes of the
pocupation will md succecsd n
breaking the will of our brasve
resistance  or in deterning  oor
proasd] people from thedr decision
i siand frm on thedr land™ i

gabd. l=racli war Cabinet minister
Benny Gantz demamndded that
Primee Mindster Benjamin Netan-
:r'.:|F||| O O an agredd Vision
for the condlect that would inciude
stipulating who might rule Gaza
after the war with Hamas.

(rantz sald he wanted the war
Cabinet to form a six-point plan

~ ) I._'l |||'|. .!. !_:

by June 8. IF his expectations are
nd met, Gantz saxid, he would
withdraw  his party
[Fevim Lhe conservalive premiier’™s
CMergency government.
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H fmrhi
ballistic
missile
hits oil
lanker

Sased Al-Batatl -~

Yrmen's Houthi militia
faunched an anti-ship ballistic

missile into the Red Sea an
ﬁ:l.rl.ll'll.\:r FROTTARnE, :-.1|'||-l|r|;.'_
afl ol tanker traveling from

Ruszsia to China, according to
LS Central Command, the latesd
in a =series of Houthi maritime
sirikes.

CENTCOM said that at | a.m., a
Houthi anti-ship ballistic missike
siruck a
Oreck-owned and operated oil
tanker named M/ T Wind, which
had just visited Russia and was
o its way to China, causing
“Hooding which resulted in the
toss of propulston and steerng.”

The US military said: “The
erew of MUST Winkd was able (o
restore progulsion and steering,
and no casualtics were reporied.
M/T Wind resumed its course
under its power. This continued
malign and reckless hehavim
By the Irankn-backed Howotbs
threatens regional stabality and
endangers the lives of mariners
across the Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden”

Om Fridav, the Houthis claimed
to have shot down an American
irome, hours after footage circu-
hited omiine of whal appeared
to be the wreckage of an MQ-9
Reaper drone.

Houthi military spokesman
G e, Yahwva SAfee
lessrribed e  dpopse e
"carrying oul hostile actons®
m Yemen's Marib  province,
which remains hebd by allies of
Temens intermationally recog-
nized povernment.

Panamanian-flagged,

Brig-

KRSA's venture capital sector expanding exponentially

Global companies are capitalizing on Saudi Arabia's expansive strategy

Mauwr El-Shmerl - o0

Sauch Arabin’s venture capital
landscape continees to prow
with its reverberations reaching
far contineniz

Crloshad  wentare capital firms
are capitalizing on the Kingdom's
cxpansive sirategy, as evidenced
by  the state-owmed Saundi
Vienture Capital Cols £330 million
investment in a US-based invest-
ment hrm

SVE has pledged this injection
fo & privitte ecuity fund managed

Sandi human
FesOLIFC e
tech
COmpany
Qsalary has
parinered
with [tgan
Capital to
launch an

g S50 million

investment
fund.

by the renowned US-based
investment firm General Atlantic,

Sauedl togistics startup
Wheekeep raised 38 million in
a series A round led by Fintech

Collective, with  partcipation
fmm  local and mlermational
mmvestors,

WheeReep provides mobile
gelf-storage units for ndividuals
and businesses,

The new capital will be used to
fuc] Wheeheep's cxpansion plans
i Ssiach Arabia amd beyond.

Sawch human resounces tech

company Qsialary his parinered
with NMgan Capital to launch an
SE0 million myvestment fund.
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We are proud of the renomination of the
Kingdom's presidency of the Executive Council
of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and

Prinos Badr tdn Abdullah bin Foarhan
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Safari trip

Vistt the Sharaan Natiire Reserve
and witness the breathtaking
landscape of the region. If vou
are lucky, you may even slimpse
the rare Arablan ibex. Book
through experiencealulacom,

Jeddah
Al-Balad tour

An educational tour of Jeddah's
Al-Balad district takes visitors
o & jourmey through history,
from the origins of Bayt Nassif
to the Al-Sham neighborhood
atd other historic sites. Book
through experiences suplifi.
COREL

Dhahran

Material world

The Material Library Experi-
ence at Ithra Center is a family-
Mrendly activity that allows par-
licipants to explore an extensive
library of material and to access
atdvanced technologies. Find
maore details on the [thra app.

g

|-
Jeddakh

Candle session

Lasum howy o make a candle, all the
way From coloring it to making its
scent. The workshop is bemgg held
in Jeddakh, and to book the session

eo to experiences supliftcom.

[ hieRe

THE FECTURES THAT

olster

MARK THE DAY

he President of Mauritania
Mohamed Ould Ghazouand
left Jedklah on Saturday.
He was seen off al King
Abdulaziz International Airport by

Makkah Deputy Gow
Mishaal bin Abdulaz

Ghazouant armived

other officials, according to a repart
by Saudi Press Apency,

. Prince Saud bin
Iz and several

recently with an accompanying
delegation to perform Umrah. He
alzo visited the Prophet™s Mosque
in Madinah and performed prayers

inm the Kingdom therr.

1 i /." (1 f STI'BI]diIlg Tolerys hot topics explained by Ameera Abid

IN RECOVERY

Giada De
Laurentiis

with her pet dog on the floor.

The caption read: “Blissful recomwery. Had
A minor sis surgery this moming — all is
well, but going o spend the weekend right
here recovering with the fon” She added
that she was missing her dauehter Jade.

Laurentiks, who is adso & writer and enire-
prener, became Tanous for her cooking
show on Food Network, "Giada at Home?”
where she shared recipes that have been

tried and loved by many.

Takian-American chel of Food
Nebwork [ame Giada De Lau-
renfiks hos reveabed she umnder
WieTE ninor Sins Surgery.
She shared a picture of erself oh social
e, By b e meesot to her boyfriend

LONG-ANTICI

Amernican

i the post

ihe cast,

leaving lead character

nocharnal mutants.

meember first surfaced
when Smith shared an
gram post image of a
desolated city
with Jordan
tagged in the
cenbier,
That
SaLTTh

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

Arab Mews J=ddan

® Duibad Workd Tracde Centre will
host two exhabitions umtl May 19,
“Decobuilkd” held at ¥a'abee] Hall 5,
explores the potential of the UTAE'S
decorations, Interor desden and
baidlding materials markets, “Acres
Rral Estate Exhibition.” hedd al
Lyabee] Hall 6, showeases leading
property projects and emengime

irends within the real estate market,

® “Physics and Honey™ a Lebanese
play, follows an extraomdinary love
story that goes bevond the reality
we think we are [ving in, challeng-
ing our understancing of tme and
place, The play will make audieoes
will tatk to their hearts and minxds.
Hehd a1 Al-Macina Theater, Bezrod,

producer Will Smith has
contfirmed that a sequel

meovie <1 Am Legend” 5 in
the works with Michael B Jordan joinmig

Thee first film s set in Nese Yook City
after a virus, onganally

canceT, has wiped out most of mankind,

{Smmith) as the kst human in the cloy,
along with his dog and ighting

“1 Am Legend” was loosely
based on the 1854 novel of the

sile sexquel and its ew casd

PATED SEQUEL

Will Smiih

mecmihy, Smith told Entertamnmend
Tonight that he was set onmaking a
seoonid film dee to the “really, really cool
comcept™ that he and Joadan helped cre-
ate. It was one of those ones [ was ponna
leave alome, and then [ heand the idea,” he
foaled thee ouitlet at the time,

[na recent nterview, Smith told
Entertainment Tonight'’s hevin Frozier
“We had a couple woeks together about
a month ago, 1 think it's looking good.
Wi have somwe really sofld fdeas ... 1
thinik we are going to make it on
screen together”

Om Jordam, he said: “That

chucle i= the truth, so I would

actor and film

-apocalyptic kit

created o cure

Dr. Robert Newille

s e written by Rich- & love todo that ”
ard Matheson i the topic of getting back
Specubation over the pos- with Martin Lawrence for

the fourth film in the “Bad
Boys" franchise, Smith told ET
that his standard for
making a
follow-up
filmn is that
it has to

“stand on
LS CANTT

rigchi.”

in 2022
[n=ia-

lodqys
Number

[1m

Sasdlh akd agency KSredhel™s sanita-
tiom progect has provided inone
week maore than Il mallion liters

of drinking and useable water for

residenis in Hajjah and Saacda gov-
ernarates of Yemen, Thess projects
are a part of the Kingdom's hat-
manitarian and aid efforts (o assist
people i need across, the world

heview

‘The Things You
Can See Only When
You Slow Down'’

HAIFa ALSHAMMARI

“The Thergs You Can Sea Cnly
When You Slow Down: How to
be Calrm in a Busy World™ offers
avice on how to find inner peace
in today's By worid,

The 200-page book, published
in 2017, was written by Haemin
Suninm, a Korean Buddhist monk,
and has sokd more than 3 midllon

COopies
The author undersent monastic

training in South Korea before
aspanding saven years teaching
Asian relgions at Hampshine
College in the US. The book
elaborates on the wiadom he
gained from parsonal sxperfences
as a Buddhist monk,

One of the book's strengths is
its simiplicity. The author's writing
atyle Is sasy to understand as ha
prasants his deas in bite-slzed
chapters, each focusing on a
different aspect of mindfulness.

Whether he is writing about the
meaning of silence or of gratitude,
Sunim's words resonate with a
quiet authority which prompts the
reader to pause and reflect on
thair own lves.

In addition, the book is flled
with amazing imagery that
complements the stones, The
beautiful drawings contribute to
Sunirm'a narrative and create a

the show runs from Thursday to

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

suncay unial May §0

May T8 Fajr Bunrisse Dhuhr  Asr  Maghreb isha

* Empoy the ultimate virtual reality Maskhiah 400 543 @8 0 335 852 B2
gaming cxpericnoe at Eva Bahrain,
Manama, and get transported to Madineh 412 538 1288 344 668 828
miassive arenas where you will face Relyadih 344 530 ED 398 B30 800
ol T agzainet other plavers in epsc
hattles, The exgperience will mun Abha 498 B3T 1207 338 836 808
uial Judy 31 For tickets and more

oo, Dummam 326 453 2 T36 2 208 B9 745
chetals, visit calendar b,
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Women and girls in Hafah, as in
the rest of Gaza, are In a state of
constant despair and fear.

Sima Bahous

Eraiutive diractor, LN Wesriad
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ESEARCH
STUDIES

THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

ARAD
NEWS

GAZA CONFLICT

State of despair and deprivation

Unhygienic conditions and a lack of clean water are spreading disease and depriving women and girls of dignity

Anmn Telle | ondor
Deprived ol adeguate
access to waler, sanitation,
amd hyvgiene services,
Palestinian women

amd girls In Gaza are
bearing the brunt of the

prolonged and deepening
humanitarian emergency

caused by Israel’s omgoing
military olfensive.

With no resolution o the confliet
betwern  Israed and Hamas
in sight, more than a million
dispdaced women and girls
in the embatiled Palestindan
enclave continue 1o endure dakly
challenges In Increasingdy  oire
conditions.

UN Women has described
the Israch military operation in
aza, which began m the wake
of the Oct. ¥ Hamas-led attack
om soithern Israed, as a “war an
wiormen”™ with ol least 000K
Killlesdl stmece the start of the conflict

among them more than 6.000
mothers.

Thase figures, published in
April, are nowy likely far highes
s [sraed expancs s operation
and bombing raids into eastem

Rafahh — Gazas  souihermmmosi
iy, nosy b to soane LE mallion
dlispdaced Palestinians

According to UN figures, this
latest operation has forced an
eqtimated 1500400 Padestinians to
e central and northem Rafah.

While the higgest sk to women
anid girls in Gaza s injury or death
under lsraeli bombardment, “the
unhyienke conditkons amd lack
of water in Gaza are also having a
VETY megative impact o wWamen
anel girls’ health amd dignity”
Fikr Shalltood, the Gaza programs
director at Medical Aid for Pales-
tinians, told Arab News

Analyvsig of satellite imagery by
BHC YVerify found that the Israeli
operation in Gaza has damaged
or destroved more than half (53
percent) of the territory’s vital
waler and sanitation Bcilities,

The analy=is, based on images
acquited i March and April,
also confirmed that four of the
sX waastewater treatment plants
in Gazxa have b |_I_.n|r|1:|!,.:|_'-||
or destrovecd. These factlibes
were oritical to preventng
serwame baildup.

Fidaa Al-Araj, Odfarn's
[ security, cash, amd
prodection  coordinator
in Gaz, said the water,
simitatbon,  and  hygiene
situation femg wormnen and girs
in the enclave was “challenging,”
leaving them unable to access
clean todlets or private shower
mERRES,

"Having been displaced mito
CAmpSs of oven in & host commu-
nity, the nmumbers of people, of
internally  displaced  persons,
are very, very high” Al-Armg
told Arab MNews. “So0, there is
overcrowding), there are many
difficulties n having access 0
todkets, bathrmooms, showers”

¥

She added: “Even i you have
the [actliies, and even f by any
stretch they are enough for the
LI}Ps residing i any given space,
there s the ssue of lack of ranndng
wialer o supply Uhsose acalithes and
te have them up and minnimg all
the time.

"So, the hygiene conditions are

q
Y

i

very compromised, o sy the
least,. When it comes o women
and girls, there are issues of
privacy, which is completely
lacking"
When:=
present, people have "to wait in
line with all sorts of people, cven
strangers, men and women, just
to use the todlet, You have people
banging on the door of the toiket
while vou're in there, asking vou
to hurry up because the line
% still very long”
This also  makes
managemenl
o mersirea-
fhan especially
challenging., a5
women  and | gards
"enddure  longer  hours
without changing a pad,
withoat washing” Al-Ara)
added,
According to UN figures,
there are more than 90,000
TSI atng
atotescent girts i the Ceaza
Snp. Bud aid agencics, which
have had very limited access to
the enclave due to the Israel
Plockadde, have been anahle
to meed the high demand for
hveiene Kits,
Andg Siwee
comtrol ol the Palestinian

winkbrossiTgs dre

wonen  and

Tarael ool

With no end to tha lsresl-
Harras Fﬂ"“‘ﬂhﬂulih m.jhu
right and bottom, more than a

millicn displaced womean and
giria Im Gozrn have to endure

dally ehallenges In Increasingly
dire conditions, AFH Tles

INNUMBERS

700k

Women and girls now
hosted in Rafah who have
nowhere else to go.

3%

Women surveyed who feal
unsafe in their own homes
ar in displacemant.

6/10

Women who reported
complications in
pregnancy since Oct. 7.

SOURCE: UN \WOMEN

siche of the Ralfah border crossing
on May 7 and closed the nearby
herem  Shalom  crossing,  the
alresdy limited fiow of commer-
clal goods and humanitarkan aid
has been harther strangulated,

MAPE  Shalltoot confirmmed
el women's sanilary  prodicts
werne “scarce in the local market.”
highlighting that this has had “a
paveholosical and physical health
imipsct on waomsen and girls”

She suld:  “They
homemade, makeshilt  alterna-
ives, which negatively impac
their health by putting them at
risk of reproductive and urinary
tract infections and prodection-
related risks.

“This also negatively mpacts
thedr  psvchological  well-being,
anxiely and insecurty,”

resarl L]

Even the simple act of taking a
shower has been almost impos-
sihle for women in Gaza for
several months,

“It"s very difficult to find @ spsol
clesignated (o take slowers, and
il it's there, it's very difficult 1o
Fave water,” Oxfam’s Al-Ar) sl
“Anel if e wailer 1= Ueere, 1S very
cafficult 1o And tme to take an
adequate shower”

The aid azency Medecins Sans
Frontieres told the BBRC that the
destriiction  of  waler,  sanita-
tom and hygiene bolities has
fed 1o “disastrous health conse
quences  for the population”

Even the simple act of
taking a shower has been
almost impossible for
waoanen in Gaaza sinee the

start of the Israeli military
assault last October,

notabdy & significant rise in gasinc
comyplaints in Hafah.

Contaminated water has also ked
to a spike In hepatifis A cases, with
women and girls facing a height:
ened risk of exposure to the disease
el 10 their tulitbonal domestic
respofesablites and caring for Lhe
sick, acconding to UN Women's
April gender alert repori.

The report, titled “Scarcity and
Fear” highlighted that the lack o
adequate and dignified facilities
also exposes women and girls 1o
reqprodhuctive and urnary  trac
imfechions,

"This situatkn could develop
into danpgeras or concerning
health conditifons for the women
and grls, and I'm really sorry 1o

sy that it's no

ETV T priorety.”
said Al-Araj.
“The byt -

ening demand on
thee time, resouarces,
and capacity
of the medical
Facilities and stall
makes priortzing
WOMCns ssucs or
girls' issues  very
eyl

Even o sufliciemn
arl 15 permitied to enter Gaza,
faciitics need o be carciully
planned to meet the necessan,
standards of prvacy, cleanliness,
anid safety,

“Its not enough fo build a
shower or a tollet” sadd Al-Araj
“M's not enough 0 peovide N
with water amd that’s il You have
io think of the site ... Is it safe for
wimen and girls, is it accessibie at
all times ... is it tarpeted mayhe by
clilTerent threas?™

Al-Araj also emphasized the need
for “complementary  services)”
mchiding  extending  responses
“to enhancing access to sexual and
reprocuctive healthcare system.

“1 can only wish that the after-
effects of all of this wouldn
Hnger for long of kave imevers
ihle results"
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The 2Tth sasslon of the Arab League Educational, Cultural and Sclentific Organization was held in Jeddah. S5

BUILDING BRIDGES

Kingdom assumes

presidency of Arab
League science body

Saudi Arabia pledges regional cooperation,
backs Palestinian cause and cultural heritage

Snleh Fareed Jcddah

Sandl Arabla has assumed
the presidency of the
Executive Council of the
Arah League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific
Organization until 2026.

The official announcement was
made on Friday diurng the 27th
session of the ALECSO0, which was
held in Jeddah under the presi-
dency of Saudi Arahia. During
the session, Trag handed over the
presédency to the Kingdom.

In a specch deliversd on belalfl
of Minister of Citlture Prince Badr
hin Abdullah bin Farhan, Minister
of Education Yousel Al-Benvan
welcomed the ministers and
heads of national committees for
educatkon and sclence partict-
pating in the session,

Al-Benvan stressed the
Ringdom’s humanitarian  and
fraternal support for the Gaza
Sirp within the framework of
Arab cooperation amnd solidarity.

He affirmed Sawdi Arahias

avipeort For Khalid Anan, the only
Exvplian and Arab candiclate For

the position of director-general of
the organization,
Al-Benvan comncluded  the

speech by praising the efforts
of Arab countries in supporting
ALECSD, amd bullding bridges
of communication to achieve
eormmon regionsal goals,

Saucds  Deputy  Minister of
Education Mohammed Al-Sudain
confirmed that holding the
ALECSO meetings In  Jeddal
coincides with an increase in
the role of Saudi national institu-
finns to syt the work of the
crEAnization.

Iragi Minister of Edwcation
Ibrahim Al-Jabouri, head of the
2tith sesgion, pointed out achieve-
ments made In the previous
session, aml varbous programs
aimed at building bridges of
cooperation between Arab
cudivre and the rest of the waorld.

Nrector General of ALECS0
Mohammed Ould Omar thanked

HIGHLIGHT

At the end of the 2Tth
session, ministers and heads
of the Arab delegations
agresd on the importance of
supporting the Palestinian
cause, condemning and
denouncing the displacement
that the Palastinian people,
as well as the destruction

of Palestinian antiquities.

Ring Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman lor
hosting the event in Jeddah,

Al the end of the 27h sessdon,
ministers and heads of the Arab
delegations agreod on the impor-
tance of supporting the Pales-
tinian cause, condemning  and
denouncing  the  displacement
thiat the Palestinian people, as well
as the destruction of Palestinian
antiquities. They alse addressed
the Importance of supportinge
culture, education, nmovation,
and science i the Arab world.

HAJJ

Indonesian pilgrims praise Makkah
Route Initiatives ‘seamless service’

Arab Mews Hyadn

Hajj pilgrims departing from
Juanda Intermational Alrport
in  Surabaya, Indonesia have
praiged the services of the
Makkah Route Initiative, which
include assistance with check-1n
procedures  at 12 dedicated
counters in the alrport, ensuring
Lhat all health reguirements are
mit, and organizing delivery of
their lugegaee (o their accommuo-
dation in the Kingdom, the Saudi
Priss Agency reporied,

Pilgrims expressed their grati-
tude for the help they received
from authoritics for the swilt
completion of their departure
procedures on their journey to
the Kingdom 1o perform Had),
the SPA statexd,

Indonesian coupls  Dewa
Hoscita and Fatiha Munir told
the SPA of their “extreme satis-
[acthon™ with the initative,
emphasizing its [acilitation of
travel procedures and tme-
saving benedis.

They  alse noted  the

BRingdoms commitment to
serving pilgrims from their
home countries and its gener-
osity  in sopporting  Islamic
corintries and those in need.

The couple extended well
wishes to all involved in the
imbative, and said it was a
“memorable expericnce.”

The first Makkah Route
[Initkative flight from Indonesia
departed from Juanda Inter-
national Airrport onm May 12,
carrying approximately 300
pilgrims.

ee Wh

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

nder the patranage of Crown Princa
Mohammed bin Salman, the World
Economic Forum Special Meeting
on Global Collaboration, Growth, and
Energy for Development took place
in Riyadh on April 28 and 28, in cooperation with
the Sawdi Ministry of Economic and Planning.
Tha maating was intendad to bridge the
widening Morth-South gap, exacerbated by
issues including emerging economio palicies,
energy transition, and geopoditical shooks.

Maore than 1,000 global
leaders from various sactors
and Industries gathared to
Facilitate dealogue betwean
countries, leverageng
international cooparation
for economic development
and promoting global energy
transition and a more equitable
and resilient global economy.

One might question why
the meating was hald in
Saudi Arabia. The answer is
very simple.  was part of a
landmark agreement between
Saudl Arabia and the WEF to

oooparate as strategio partnars in addressing
common lssues, as well as challenges facing
the global sconomy — such as high Interest
rates and inflation, and energy suppdy and
transition — and fostering international
cooperation to address these challenges,
Saudi Arabia is an essential player in the
global economy whan it comes to collaborating
with both developed and developing markets to
help them achieve their long-term commercial,
energy, and financing goals. Riyadh is the

T heSpace

Saudi Arabia
was chosen to host

WEF Special Meeting

Saudi Arabia is an
essential player in the
global economy when it
comes o collaborating

with both developed
amd developing
markets to help them
achieve thelr long-term
commaercial, energy,
and financing goals.

capital of the largest aconony in the Middle
East and a world-leading hub of trade and
mmovation, connecting three continents: Asia,
Africa, and Europe. t marks the midway point
batweaean the Global South and Global Narth,

Sawdi Arabia has attracted the world's
attention with its successful economic and
financlal reforma In line with Vislon 2030,
from which the world can banafit, This is
evidenced by the World Bank unveiling plans
to establish a knowledge center within the

Kingdom = in collaboration
with Saudi Arabia's National
Compeatitivenass Center — with
the aim of boosting global
economic reforms by sharing
Saudi Arabia's successful
experiences and collaborating
with international stakeholders.
Speaking during a dialogue
sassion at the meeting,
tha crown prince sald that
aohesion and coopearation with

regional and global partners
are the keys to achieving

sacurity and prosperity.
| balkeve that Saudl Arabda

baing chosan to host the WEF Spacial Meating
in Riyadh is well dessrved, becausa the
Kingdom has acted In good falth for several
decades to stabilize the global aconomy by
ensuring consistent energy supply without any
disruption. Also, | believe that the Kingdom's
economic achiovements under Sawdi Vision
2030 can sarve as lessons to stimulate the

growth of the world aconary.

Tadat 2okl Haf 2 | an ecoromsland fnarc sl prakes: K @TaietMaits
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THE BEST OF THE REST
Best services Empowermaent Ald efforts
Pakistan praises  Jeddahuniversity KSreliefprojects
saudi efforts for opens maritime help Sudan,
Hajj pilgrims studies to women Yemen, Greece
Pakistani Minkster of Relighous Jedidah's King Abdulaziz Saudi aid agency Rsrelief
AlTadrs and Interfaith Harmeony Dniversity will enroll women impemented a medical
Chancthry Salik Hussain in its marttimse studies programs vilunteer propect for
expressed his appreciation to fior thie first Hime. NICUrGSUTEeTY and spine surgery
Sl Arabéa for the excoptional Faisal Al-Thobdani, dean of in Sudan. In one week. about
services anud factlities provided the facubty of marktime studies, 15 voluntesr speciallsts from
to Pakistand pilrims who will be sadil the move will harmess varions medical feedds assisted
taking part in Hajj this year. waomen's potential in the in performing 26 surgerios,

Hussains remarks came in a
statement delivered in Madinah,
where be is currently visiting
to overses Hajj arrangements
for Pakistani pilgrims. He
pralzed the Saudl lesdership
for kaunching the Makkah
Houte Intbative al Rarachi
International Airport, mirmoring
the program alresdy established
at Islamabad airport. AN Riyadh

sector, increasing overall
efficiency and sustainability.
The fecudty will provide
internationally recognized
education and training in
maarine surveving and transport,
Al-Thobiani said that
INCTeEasing women's
participation will address
workforoe gaps in the Kingdom's
maritime industry. AN Riyadh

In Yemen, KSrelief providesd
a convoy of 330 relief trucks,
which delivered aver 5,752
tonnes of critical supplies
to people across 14 Yemeni
eovernorates, The ad incluced
T, mesclical supglies and
shelter materials,
Additionally, RSrelief
donated 10 tonnes of dates
1o Greece. AN Riyadh

' Faollow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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HEARTWARMING
[ f . A - . t
Relatives in Saudi Arabia say they ‘never lost hope’ and always felt they would one day find Eid Alsumani
Snleh Fareed Jecinh lil{ i'].l
A fonr-decade long search "HT'S
has finally led to the LIGHTS
heartwarming reunion of
a US citizen with his Saudi ;‘ : :I-:z:_l :f-. .
family, putting an end to a
painful era full of longing g
and searches that had King AJ#““__
long promised (o emnd in Internationsl
disappointment. Airport after
40 years of

Two-year-old  Eid  Alsumani, separation
now 42X and his odder brothers went viral on
Amenican mother cut ties with social media
the [amily for reasons that have R

t been revealed to the public, - '
o e T ool
when he was a student in the US, everything
after which they married and hadd ineluding
W SO, seeking the

Following her relum o help of the
Alabama with the bovs, Eid's Saudi Embassy
mother cut all communication ~ ' In Washington.

between them and thedr father,
who returned to Saudi Arabia.

“Throughout that perod of
time, which lasted 40 vears,
members af e fmily were
searching for their sons through
the American Embassy ... {they)
iried fo secarch for the Fomdly
several times, but o leads
helped,” sadd Bander Alstmand,
Ebd’s cousin,

An English teacher at Abdullah
Al-Thagali High School in
Jeddah, Bander told Arab News
that his family did not lose hope
in finding the lost brothers. “We
just hogsed they were alive”

After decadexr of searches that
vielded no results, their Bater died,
mever having reconnecied with has
sonsa Theiruncle, Rhalid Alsumani,
went to the US, determined to find
his esiranged neplhews,

According o Bander, while
the uncle sought the help of the
Sauclh Embassy in Washington,
the perseverence of  another
member of the amily paid off as
they found Eid on Instagram.

"Il was the happicst day for the
family .. we all were in joy and
happiness when we heard Eid is
alive and coming back home with
his uncle” sakd Bander, The joy also
came with the sad mews that Eid's
obder brother had already deecd.

Eid and his family were finally
rewnited on May 8, with many of
them meeting their 42-vear old
relative for the first time.

"It was the most wonderful
feeling in the world ... jus
couldn't believe that the family
had been reunifed with (ther)
son aftcr s0 many years,” saidd
Bander,

A heartwarming video of Eids
reunion with his family al King
Abdulaziz International Airport
after 40 vears of separation went
viral on social media.

When Eid appeared from
passport control with his uncle,

hizs cousins and relatives hugzed

Eld Alsairnanl
and hia family him one after another tightly,
wara finally T . Lovey

on Moy G T :hil:l'!ﬁli-'.lflhlrf}r:_'.-. | |
B, with many of The Family hosted a gathering
them meeting with various members of the
their 42-year Gamily whao came from all corners
mmr o meed the long lost son and
B irolied : celebrate the joyous occasion,

Puring the emotional reunion,

I believe |
will visii

agnin in
mzny e six
maonths.
Inshallah,
1 will
conlinue o
learn more
about my
religion,
Arabic, and
my family.
Eid Alsumani

Fourd ofter
A0y

Eid, dressed in traditional Saudi
attire, expressed his immense
happiness and reliefl at being
reuntted  with  his  extended
Tamily,

A US citizen, Eid was raised in
Alabama and cumrently resides
in Florida having gradiated with
bachebor's of science degree in
history and nuclear engineering
technology.

speaking to Arab News after
performing Umrah in Makkah,
Eid described the scene at the
airport as "unbelievakhle”

He said: It was surreal. It was
the first time | had been in my
fatherland.

“I was extremely excited about
the blessings of seeing four
family members who greeted me
with the legendary hospitakity
of Saudi famee. It felt like a scene
from a movie™

MATURAL HERITAGE HOTSPOTS

Wildlife center to explore caves in kingdom's north

:'|I'Ih Mews oy

Teams from  Saudl  Arabia’s
National Center for Wildlife will
begin examining various caves
in the Northern Borders region
as part of the Caves Exploration

Program, which began in 2022.

It comes as part of a larger
program thal monitors ocosys-
tems and biodiversity throuzhout
the Kingdom,

These sites will be added to an
international map of biodiversity
and natural heritage hotspots as
hikstorical ecosysterms amd nataral
hiodogical museums

Dr. Mohammed Al Qurban,
CEO of the center, explained that
the discoveries in the caves hold
senificant  historical  environ-
merital value for Saudi Arabia,

“The cave eoosysiems serve as
a historical museum, providing
evidence of  the  biological

The Natkangl Canter Tor Wildlife's pragram to explora bladivarsity
N caves was lnunched due to its positive impact on wlldiife, 554

diversity that has existed in the

Kingdom  throughowt  various
historical eras, as well as the
spatial, environmental, and

chmatic changes 1 the Arabian
Peninsula,” he cxplained.
urban adde that these andgue

coosysicms provide a  suktable
environment for a wide range of
organisms, as evidenced by the
thiscovery of nimerous skeletons
of different types of mammals.
The program to explore biodi-
versity in caves was launched

“thee to its environmental signifi-
cance and positive Impact on
wilehlife"

The ocenter 153 cumently
completing  studies on the
fargeted cave  sites and
documenting  their importance
within an integrated progrm.,

According  to Qurban, the
center's carlicr chiscovery
of several Arabian  cheetah
mumimies in & cave inm the
northern part of the Kingdom -
with some skeletons estimated
i3 be over €000 vears ol —

prowvided the hirst evidence of the
species’ presence in the Kingdom,
Consegquently, the center
plans to develop a program
for the resettlement of the
Arablan cheetah In the
Kingdom, enabling

to play a crucial rofe n
maintaining  environ-
mental balance,

e

The cave ecosystems serve
as a historical museum,
providing evidenee of

the biological diversity
that has existed in the
hingdom throughout
various historical eras.

Or. Mohammed AN Qurban
Hotiona' Cemier for Wogete CEQ

Qurhan noted that, among
other significant  discoveries,
rescarchers from  the cenler

discovered rare bats amd  the
remains of several extinet aniomals.

The center is currently working
on classifying these finds and
determining thelr ages. This
effort will facilitate the resettle-
meni of these extinet specics or
their closest genetic relatives,
therely restoring their rofe.

The cave ecosystem is one of
the rarest and most impsortant of
its kdned in the world, recognized
as matural heritage by UNESCO,

There are 1,826 caves in the
Ringdom, consisting of under:
ground passages and tunnels
formeed by natural processzes

in dry limestone areas —

evidence of a  histoncal

era  that expenenced

prodonged ruiny climatic
conditions,
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PALESTINE CRISIS

Arab American leaders
meet with Blinken over Gaza

Demands include ceasefire, unimpeded humanitarian aid, halt to arms deliveries

Roy Hananla Chicago

A group of Arab American
leaders met with Secretary
of State Antony Blinken in
Washingion, M on Friday
night, demanding that the
US “stop the genoclde”™ In
Gzaza and define a clear path
to “Palestinian liberation.”

The group was led by Arab
American  Instiule  President
Jamees Zogbwy and included several
kew organizations such as the
Amencan Federition of Ramallah.,
the Arab American Chamber of
Commerce, Arab Amernica, and
the US Palestinian Coumcil.

In a statement sent o Areh
News, organlzers they
demanded that the  adminis-
tration of President Joo Biden
cidorse an "immediate ceasefire®
in Ceaza: call for the “return of all
hostages,” inchuding Isracli=s taken
on Oct. 7 and Palestinians being
held without  Judicial  process;
stppsor the complete withdewal
o Tsraedl forees (o Gaga; ensure
“unimpeded” humanitarian assis-
tance to its civilian population;
and cease weapons deliveries to
Tarzel,

Israes] has received more than
540 hilliom in aid from the Biden
administration.

"When we mel with Secretary
Blinken in October of 2023, 1
noted that Israels  indiscrimi-
nate bombing of Gaza had Jilked
5,000 Palestinkans, [T urged an
immediale ceascelire o save
lves. T abso noded that Israel and
the US were operating under
the mistaken beliefl that the war
could e won, with the Hkely

outcame being the emerpence of

sandil

7Y

i

—

]

Hamas 2.0, Zoehy sakd.

“We coane hack seven monpths
later with over 36,000 dead, maost
of (razas homes and infrastrac-
ture destroved, millions of Pales-

tingan lives shattered, and Gaza
on the verge of starvation.”

After the meeting, Zoghy called
L5 efforts to urge laraeli restraint
“feeble” adding: “Once aguin, we
are calling on the Biden adminis-
tration to demand an mmediate
ceascire to end the unfolding
genacide, to save Palestinian
lives, and salvape whatever
remains of the Umnited States

) - 1 /

BACKGROUND

Arab and Muslim leaders
wiho met with US President
Joa Biden last month

in Washington D.C. left
disappointed by his failure to
enforce a ceasefire in Gaza.

lattered bmage across the Arab
waorld.”

Arab and Muslim leaders who
et with Us President Joe Biden
last month in Washington, DC

lelt disappaodnted by his fblure 1o

enforee a ceasefire,

several attendees walked o
in disgust, inchiding Dr. Thaer
Ahmad, who told reporters after
the April 2 meeting that he was
eaving “oul of respect [or my
Ccommunity.”

After Fridays meeting, USPC
Prestdent  John  Dabeet  said
attenclees “asked  Secretary
Blinken and the administration to
suhpect any military assistance o
Israel to strict oversight to ensure
that it is fully compliant with 'S
baw, International law and human

righis conventions”

) — - - = - -
Displaced Palostinians mrive in Khan Younds In the southem Gaza $trip to seek shelter on Saturday amid the ongoing conflict betwoeen ksrasl nnd Hamas, <7

Bilal Hammoud, director
. the AACC, sald the Biden
administration “has failed o act
urgently and within its values to
take meaninghal measares that
ensure the [ecdom, egualily
and prosperity of the Palestinian
people, resulting in the loss of
tens of thowsands of innoecend
bivies,

“There mist be a full stop of U5
military funding that 15 threat-
cning the seourity and stability of
the whole region, including the
cessation of attacks on soverelgn
Arab natkons.”

THEATER OF WAR

Hezbollah

leader
narrowly
escapes
Israeli
dronestrike

Majin Houssarl E«livt

Dsrae] wiclened s drone attacks on
Hezbollah and Hamas bghiers in
Lebanon on Saturday, with strikes
near the Lebanese-Syrian horder in
parallel with attacks in the south of
the coumntry,

An I=sraclh combal drone struck a
car carrving two peogde on the road
between the Lebanese General
Security  and  Syrian  General
Security checkpoinls.

The Syrian Cservatory
conflrmed  the attack, saying
that “the tirget in the car was
A Hezbolah |leader and his
CORTHAT L.

Media repors said the driver and
passenger survived the strike, but
prowided mo further details

Foodage taken by passersby on
thie border moad showed the vehicke
on fire, with flames and smoke
rsing  froan  surmounding  areas,
quppcsting that more than one
mssile siruck the target.

The attack came less than 18
haars after an Tsrael drone strck 3
car omn the Majdal Angar road, killing
A Hamaes beader.

Lrz EE-Deen Al-Cassam Hrigades
identified the yvictim as Sharhabeel
Al Al-Savvid, & mugahbd lewder,

Anoller person accompanying
Al Al-Sayyid was badly injured in
the strilee,

Early on Satumday, an  Isracl
drone struck a motorcycle on the
raad to Magoura town on Lebanon's
gouithvern barder, juring the rider,
a fsherman reduming home from
work, The injured man was taken
o hospital i Tyre

Hezbollah sxid in a statement that
it targeted the Has Nagoura naval
site with artiflery in response o the
drone strike.

Menokse Tokyay Snkara

After Bsraeli Firsamnce Minister Bezaled
Smedrich announced on Thurscay
that [sraed itends to scrap its fee
trade agrecment with Turkive amd
imoea g 100 percent il on other
mmpaorts from the country in retaka-
teon for Ankara® recent diccision to
hali exports o rael, eyes are now
urning o imminent  mplications
fo regional tracde

The plan, winch aims o reduce
[sracls dependenoe on Turkiye,
has nof been finalmed vet and will
hexve to be subrndtted to the Cabinet
for approval. If  approved, all
rechecedd tariffs on goods imported
from Turkive under the current
free rade agreement would be
abolished, while a Gnfl of 100
percent of the value of the poods
wiodlld be imposed on all imporied
products, in additson to the existing
tart(T,

Experls node that (rade  Ges
betwern the two countnes hawd
been mostly Insulated Trom psodie-
wal disagreements in the pasl

Trade continued when diplomatic
relations hif rock bottom, especially
between 20010 amd 2020, a politi-
cally tense period during which
partes chose not o burn “tracde
I':-:I'l@l".'l-:'

But thes tme, Turkive’s conting-
ation of trade melabions with Israed
while al the same ime being vocal
i denouncing its war in Gaza
stirved  puhlic  reactbon - signif-
cantly ahead of the March 31 local
elections, when large cowds amd
some [slamist brealkaway partes
eriticized the povernment for not
taking a hardline stance against
I=rae] amd for nod matching rhetoric
with action. In late April, Turkive,
whose hilateral trade with Israed
was worth about 57 billlon a vear,
announced 1 wosthd I
trade restnctions on 54 products
exported to lsrael until a perma-
nent ceasetine in Craza was declared.

The prodhact range was diverse,
fromm cement 1o dry food, iron, steel,
and electncal devices,

However, companics have
three months to fulhill existing

ANALYSIS

[srael eyes scrapping free trade deal with Turkiye

HIGHLIGHTS

® |sras| mainly imported steel,
ron, motor vehicles, electrical
devices, machinery, plastics,
and cement products, as wall
as taxtiles, alive ofl, and fruits
and vogetables from Turkiye.

& Turklye buys chamicals,
metals and some other
industrial products from the
Middie Eastern country, with
Turkiye's trade with lsraal
tilted in Ankara's Favor.

People attend
o sclidority
rally to aupport
Palestinians

in in Istanbud,
Turkiye.

Fli=/Rpters

orders via third countres

In his statecment, Smotrich
described Turkives move s a
seris violatbon of international
trade agrecments o which Ankara
IS 4 Signatory.

He added that Ismaels  latesi
decksion would last & long as
Presicdeent Recep Tayvvip Endogian
rematned i power.,

Turkive and lsrael have had a
free trade agreement since the
mkd-1990s, making Ankara a key
comimercial  partner  for  smaell
imporiers. Relatively cheap mmports
were transited gqubte quickhy, asd
Turkiye was Ismels hhh-lanmest

souree of Imported goods.

Israel mainly imported steel,
iron, medor vehicles, elecirical
devices, machinery, plastics, and
cermsent products, as well as textiles,
alive oil, and fruits aed vegetables
froan Turkive, while Turkiye mostly
bought  chemacals, medals, and
some  other mdustnal - products
from the Middle Eastern coandry,
with Turkives trade with lsrael
tilted in Ankara’s favor,

“Sinoe Erdogan announcoed  Lhad
Turkiye would impose a trade ban
on imports and exports from  Laael,
lIsraeli officials have been trying to
determine how best o respond,”
CGabriel Mitchell, a palicy felbow at
thie Mitvim [nstitute, tobd Arab News

“The lust was Forelgn Minister
Israel Ratz, who onticizesd Tuirks-
yo's decisson and Bter announoed
thai Turkiyve hed lifted memy of the
resirictions. This put  pressure —
ofce agaln — on Exbogan 1o show
the Turkish public that he is willing
fo ‘paut his money where has mouth
=" with sraci and forced the Turkish
poveriment (o deny these rimors,”

he said, adding that it also compeled
"Erdiogan to be even mare vocal in
his critickrn of Braedl policy”
According to Mitchell, Smotrich
— who i5s a minister buf not a
reember of the Likud party — saw

this as an opportumity (0 make
his own headlines m proposing
the move o cancel the free trade
aETecment.

As this move requires Cabinet
approval, Mitclsel] sud he wouldd be
yery surpresed if it were approved,

“It would be an escalatory step
and  undoubiedly have serious
shori-term  economuc  Oonse-
quences.” he sawd,

“Il i= important to bear in miand
the dotmestic sifuation in Israel
There |5 increasing pressire on
Netanyvahu, amd as a result, the
moae rchical voices feed that by
pushing populist poficies, they ane
i a win-win sihton: Either thel
palkcy b5 wboged, and they get
credit for the idea, or it is rejected
by others m the govermment, and
they can critickze them [or being
sofl,” Mitchedl aclcled,
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Matalin Loaskawsko
& Bheaany Yasuko Lad lakarta

When Western aclresses
and female politicians cut
thelr halr to protest the
death of Mahsa Aminl or
rallied against the Taliban
han on girls' education,
they stood up to defend

women's rights.

Hoavever, the zeal went missing
when #t came (o Palestine,
non-Westem feminists sil¥,
denouncing their peers” silenice on
[=raels killing of wormen in Gaza.
At least 35,800 peaple in Gaza
have been kKilled and S0.000
wounded by Israeli airstrikes
and ground offensive that have
destroyed most of the enclave’s
infrastructure and rendered (i
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indonesian women take part In a fundralsing event in Jakarta on Oot. 18, 2023 to support Palestinlans in the wake of lsraedl attacks on Goazn. AFF

HYPOCRISY

Aslan activists call out
Western feminists
over (Gaza

7 months into Israel’s war on Gaza. feminists in the West have been silent

unimhaiytable,

The magority of the dead are
women and children. Many have
lost their lives as most of the
hospldtals have been flattened
by Israell troops and no medical
assistance cowld reach them.

In the [Ace of the widely
documented atrocities, Haein
Shim. Korean activist  and
spokesperson of feminist group
Haeill, told Arab News that
Western feminisis were exhils-
iting “selective empathy”™ and
“double standards” with regard
to Isracls onslaught, the criti-
cksm of which has regularly been
labeled as “antlsemitism™ — niol
only by Israeli authorities but by
Western beaders as well

“1 strongly believe these issuecs
are interconmnected with rmcism,
imperalism, and colonialism,”

HIGHLIGHT

Non-Western feminists
say white supremacy,
imperialism are inherent
to Western feminism.

sl sadd.

While she belleves it 18 ol
o late for “global  feminis
solidarity™ with women in Gaza,
Fadiah Nadwa Fikrl, Malaysian
human rights lawver and scholar
focused on decolonization, sees
an intrinsic flaw in Western
ferminism, which might prevent it

“The functlon of Western
feminisim, which 15 inherently
impenalist, 15 to reduce and
dhrhumanize not only Palestinian
women and children but also
Palestindan men, who have been

subjected to decades of Israel
settler colonialism, with the Full
support of US imperialism and
its allies in Europe” she said,

In the comiext of Israel and
aecisations ol antisemitisom fired
apninst its eritics. Asian feminists
al=o cited the problem of white
supremacy, which they closely
Hnked with Zlonism

"Fionism  is  about  white
supremacy and colonization, and
the destruction of Palestine s
just another example of imperi-
alist viclence,” satd V., member
of grassroots collective Chinese
Feminism in Toromnto.

“Tf we conslder the soclopolit-
jcal context of North America, we
know maost Jews are also white
people ... I puess that speaks o lot
tas tol why white feminists tenud
to be hypocritical here”

EXTREME WEATHER

Parts of northern India
scorched by extreme heat
with New Delhion high alert

AP NHaw Dalh

Farts of northwest India sweltered
under scorching temperatures on
Saturday, with the capital New
Delhi under a severe weather alert
as extreme emperatures strie
parts of the country.

Indias  weather department
expects heat wave conditlons 1o
persisl acroex the north or the
next few days, amd has put several
states on high alert. On Friday,
parts of Mew Delln reported up (o

A roadside vendos sells iced |emansde
I New Dalkl, India, Saturday. &

71 cegrees Celsius The nearby
states of Punjab, Harvana and
Rajasthan also saw temperatures
soar and are likely to stay hizh
over the next few days, said Soma
Sen Row, a scientist o the India
Meteorokxgacal Department,

Roy caationed people against
poing outdoors under the after-
necn =um, drink ots of water amd
wear loose-Atting  clothes  while
thase who are especially vulnerable
like the elderly shoukd stay indoors

The extreme lemperatures in
morthermn India cotincdes with a
sik-wock-bong  general  election,
with experts worrsed that the heat
wave could increase health risks
as people wiadl in long lines o cast
their vote or candidates campaign
ammessively m the  outdoors.
Une minister fainted dwe to heal
last month while addressing an

election rally in Maharashira state.

Satish  Kumar, a S57-vear-old
rickshaw drmver in the capital, said
his work was suffering because of
the heat, “People are ot ooming
oiside,  markeis) are  nearly
emply,” he samrd,

Pravin Kamath, a ZS5-yvear-old
wheo runs a cart selling codd drinks,
complained that it was =0 hot he
could hardly stand being ouldoors.
“Hut I must work. What can [ do? |
am poor 5o 1 have todo it~

The mafn summer months —
Aprid, May andd June — are alWways
hod in most parts of India before
monsoon  rins  bring  cooler
temperaiures. Bul the heat leas
herome more iniense in the Jaasl
decade and i usaally accompanied
by severe water shortages, with
tens of millions of India’s 14 billion
people lacking running waler

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Heinous nct

3 Spanish. 3
Afghans killed

in Afghanistan

The bodies of three Spanish
tourists and three Alphans
shiot dead while on a tour in
Alghanistan were transported
to the capital abong witly mul-
tiple wounded, the Taliban
government said Saturday.

The group were fired on while
walking through a market in the
mcEntainous clity of Bambyan
in cenitral Afghanistan, around
|80 kilometers froan the capital
Eabul, on Friday evening. "All
ibead bodies have been shifted
to Kabul and are in the forensic
depaartment and the wounded
are al=o in Kabul. Both dead and
wionnded inchede women.” the
EoverTimeenl s Intersor Maimstry
spekesman Abdul Mateen Qanm
saicl. AFP

Unusual woather

Floods in parts

of Enrope after
heavy rains

Heavy rains caused flooding
I pearts of Germany, Belgium
and the Netherlands over-
night mmto Saturday, swamp-
g streets and hulldings and
sparking evacuations, In the
sonthwestern Gorman state
of Saarland, streets were doep
underwater and images on
social mwedia showed emer-
P | e wiorkers CAITYINE linal
residents to salety in boals,
State capital Saarbruecken
was hard hit while German
daily Bild reported that a
breach in a dyke in the town
of Quierschied led to a power
station in the area being shut
chosity, N et hs were pe-
poried but at least one person
was injurcd. AFP
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‘Breaking the Mold’

RAGHURAM G. FAJAN AND ROHIT LAMEA

India’s economy has
ovartaken the United
Kingdom's to
beaamea the fifth-
largest In the world,
but it s still only
ana-fifth thie size aof
China's, and India’'s
economic growth

s too slow to provide jobs
for millions of ite ambitious
youth.
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Raghuram Rajan and
Rizhit Lamba show wiy
and how India nescs
to blaze a new path iF
it's to succoed,
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Alrplanes pollute

Climate activists
in Germany
protest flying

German authorities closed
o Munich alrport tenmpao-
rarily on Saturday after six cli-
meate activists broke through
a security fence and glued
themselves to access routes
leading 1o runways, officials
and] bocal media reported,

The activists [rom the group
Last Generation were protest-
ing flying, the most polluting
form of transportation, sasd
the German news agency dpa.

Police have detained the
six. Incoming flights had to
be diverted (o other alrports,
an airpart spokesperson saicd,
After a coupde of hours, the
airport's two runmways Were
reapened. AP

Serlous concarm

Cases ofbhird
flu found in
western China

Cases of bird Ao have been
confirmed among wild fowl In
western China, the Agricul-
ture Ministry saic on Satur-
day, &5 CONCerns grow over a
LIS cuthreak infecting cattle
herds, Two counties in Qin-
hal province confirmed 275
ciases of HS mfluenza among
ciead Pallas's gull and other
wild birds, China's Ministry of
Agriculture and Bural Affairs
said I a notice on its website.

The minisiry received a
repart on the cases from the
China Animal Disease Control
Center, and the national Avian
[nflucnza Reference Labora-
tory confirmed the finding,
the notice said. Reuters

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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sracll Prime Minister Benjaman
MNotanyvahu avodds siving interviows
to domestic media owutlets, as ac-
cerimtahility and transparency have
never been his forte, He does not like
the scrutiny that comes when facing
predang journalists who mighi, in thedr
aucacity, ask him difficult questions, Why
has he not taken responsibalaty for his Giluare
to defend Ismelis on Oct. 72 Why, more than
seven moniths ntoe a war to “destroy Hamas”
are the organization and its leaders still
capable of lghting against a much langer and
better-equapped anmy, and are now' relum-
ing to places that were evacuated by Isracl?
Howw can he justify the klling of s0 many
noncombatamts in Gaza? How can he explain
the current state of intermational sodation that
L=rae] finds itself In, especially considering the
imktlal circumstances of this war? Amnd then
Uhere s the question of all queestions What
15 his plam For the “day after™ All of these arne
legitimate concems that Netanyahu avosds
atidressing either for the sake of convenienoe

."I" ,"I'
Israel has
entered into

yvet another
never-ending

war, with no
exit sirategy

Opinion

Clueless in Gaza

or, in the case of what the febare migil hodd
for Caza amd Israel’s relations with the Pales-
timdamns more generally, because he is devoid
al an adequate answer.

Instead, he gives interviews to selected
American media networks, preferahly those
that will glve him as easy a ride as the -
tion allows. He then relies on the natural
sympathy of the interviewer, and his own
unparalleled manipulative prowess in
fwisting matters and concocting a reality in
wiilch he and Tsraed are always the victims,
always moral, and eventually viclorious,

It migh! therefore have been because of
the relaxed nature of his inferview with
Dr. Phil McGraw, a clinical psychologist by
tracke on whose American TV show Netan-
yvahu appeared this week, that he for the
first time opened up a little and admitted
gorme culpahility for the fallures of Oct.

7 — nedl personally, mind vou, bat he was
prepared (o claim colbective responsibalily
and gronerously share the blame for the
calamity with his Cabinet colleapues.
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Asked by D, Phil about *the day after™
the war, his response reflected a foeey mind
and wishful thinking, with no strategic
clarity. After seven months of hormific
bloodshed, it is mot too much to expect
soamne coherence when it comes to Gaza
and nod the vagoe answer e gave. He sald:
“We'll probably have to have some kind of
civilian admimstration by Gazans who are
not committed to our destruction, possibly
with the aid of the United Arab Emirates,
Sanch Arabia, and other countries that |
think want (o see stability and peace”™

From Day | of this conflict, the absence
of any serious scenario-ballding within the
Israeli povernment or e country's various
security organizations regarding the short-
and long-term political objectves of the
war, bevond the manira of "total victory,”
was obmalous, What we are wiinessing
instead ks Israel entering inlo vel another
never-ending war, with no exit strategy.

Netanvahu's US TV interview carned
an instant rebuke from the UAE's Forcign

Minister Abcullah bin Zayved Al-Nahyan,
wia put him firmly in his place by declaring
categorically that the UAE will nod *partici-
pate in the civil administration of the Gaza
Strip, which is under lsraeli occupation.”

It is reasonahle to conclude that this is also
the position of the other countries Netan-
vahu expects to help Ismel reconstruct the
Sirip. Because this ime, unlike m previoos
rounds of hostilities, unbess there s a historse
compromise with the Palestinians that beads
to A viahle and stabde peace, donor countries
will be reluctant o vest time, energy, and
miotey in rebuilding the enclave, only (o see
i chestroved aEain within a fesy vears,

This is Netanyahu's legacy: failure to
defend Israel when it needed 11 maost;
conducting a war with no achievable objec-
tive in mind; creating the conditions for
Israel, its poditiclans and military persommel
t be accused of war crimes; and having no
grasp of how (o bring this war to an end in
away that serves as a springboard toward
peace with the Palestinians.

L
Sanctions have
allowed the
couniry’s oll wells
and refineries
io fall into the
hands of unsavory
privale actors

Oil theft the untold driver of Syria’s humanitarian crisis

are than 13 vears since
the anset of civil war,
the suffering in Syna
has rarely been further
from the headlines.
Concurrent crises in
Dkraine and Gaza have captured global at-
tention. With the conflict largely frozen and
the peace process stalled, avwareness of Syria
has been reduced to sporadic moments,
sqch as the recent strike on Irn's Damascus
consulate. Yet the humanitarian crisis en-
gendered by Bashar Assad's brutal fighthack
against his people remalns very real
What is unusial about the humanitarian
crisks in Syria is one of its key drivers odl
Cnee a cornerstonc of the Symian coonomy,
odl has become a source of miscry for the
Syrian people — affecting the environment,
hiealth and lemge-term prospects for recovery,
International sanctions mmposed on the
industry in 2011 have had the unintended
effect of allowing the country™s ol wells
and refineries to fall into the hands of

unsavory private actors, including the self-
proclaimed Autonomous Administration of
meorth and East Synia, According (o state-
mieTiis from this group in 2022, more than
three quarters of its operating budget of
TR0 million is made up of such ofl revenie,

The destinations for this illicit oll are
difficult to trace but are thoughit (o inchade
the hurdistan Regional Government and
Lhe Damiascus regime dsell In short, vast
quantities of Syman odl are being stoden and
the funds misappropriated, rather than going
in any meaninghl sense toward supporting
the Syrian peaple, This also matters becanse
of what it is doing 1o the environment in
northern Svria and, by extension, the health
of those who bve there. This is the epicenter
of a real and growing social crisis

The groups that have seized control of odl
extraction are unable or unwilling o adbere
to proper indusiry standards of production
and refining. Some of the refineries they
have set uprare Hitle more than makeshin
huts, This has bed to fregquent oil spalls,
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which have contaminated the soll and
polsoned northern Symas walerways,

As an mvestization in pan-Arah magazine
Al-Majalla founil, the region lacks a facility
for managing the byproducts and waste
from oal refiming, “resulting in its haphacard
dizposal, including by miang 11 with water.
Dispasing of adl refining waste into rivers
and canals has conbeminated the sofl with
stihstances lke arsenie, lead and mercury,
These, in turn, are absorbed by plants and
vegetables.” It is no surprise, then, that
agriculture has been widely decimated,
exacerbating existing food shortages,

The toll on human health is devastating.
Exact figuines are hard to come by, such is
the nsakeshift and sparse nature of Syrian
healtheare provision, bal cases of cancer are
increasingty concentrated around Syria’s
oil-producing north — and have increased
up i three times faster than the compara-
tive period hefore the war, Cancer cases andd
ibsaths are expected (o double i the clurrent
decade, according 1o the International

Atomic Energy Agency, Resplratory
dliseases and other health aies associated
with toxc emisskons are also nsing,

Ome person quacted in Al-Magallas inves-
Ligatbon, wihose voRing nephew s Baliling
leukemia, puf the problem bluntly: *In the
past, (oil) companics treated harmibul gas
anil oil waste. Nowadays, no one treats the
source of these cancer-catsing enmyissions™

Al tedd, odl i driving sulfering across
large swaths of Symia, But I believe it can
also drive a radical and impactful sohation,

The UN's humanitarian appeal for Syria
For 2023 sought 554 hillion bt raised
only a third of that. Compare that to the
£15 hillion that Gulfsands, an independent
energy company 1 advise, estimates wotild
be avadlable every vear [or reinvestiment if
obl operations were returned o the hands
of legitimate parties. This potential is
currently being squandered and stolen. 1
i= time for the international community to
impbement a rdical solution and helpend
this human tragedy
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Europe’s missed opportunity in Tunisia

nce hailed as the Amab

Spring’s lone democratic

sucress slory, Tunisia

s now fuelly in the grip

of regression, with an

alarming crackdown on
miigrants, civil society groups, nongoy-
ernmental organizations, jouwrnalists, and
the political opposition, This narrative is
incomplete, howesver, without considering

particularly the surge in rregular migra-
tion, the EU's priorities visibly morphed.
The humanitarian and liberal rhetoric
took & back seat and Europe’s forelgn
palicy paradigm transitioned toward
a more practical, realpolitik approach
wherein migration control, coungerter-
rorism, and energy security began to
dictate the terms of the relationship with
gredter assertiveness. This uitilitarian

the rade of the EL in all this. shift has come into sharp
[ engagement has subtly ii focus in recent months,
transitioned from being a given the manner in
champion of democratic The priovitization  which the EU and if=
values to striking transac- member states have
tional bargains that have, nl”'mlgrntlnn engaged with the current
inadvertently or otherwize, control over regime. In the thick of
come o undermine is democratic valwes  gomestic and regional
very ideals dunmg Tunisea’s has created a lurbulence, demonstrated
cycle of repression. by the regime’s puzzling
Since the initial exuber- 'I:'“HD-IIIHIIEE - stewardship, the EU has
ance about the democra- EU-Tunisia ties found itself entangled in
Gzation of Tunisia in the a frustrating paradox.

aftermath of the events of 2001, Europes
stance on the couniry has demonstrably
shilfted. Al fiest, the EU greeted the
demoTatic transition with enthusiasm and
support, alipning itself with the nation’s
nascent aspiraiions for freedom and a rules-
hased civil society. It represented a beacon

of democratic progress in the region
However, as Tunisia’s economic strug-
gles, Auctuating pelitical landscape, and
security dilemmias began (o intersect
with the challenges Europe itself faced,

Um one hamd, its policymaking an«d
external engagements are hound by
foundational principles including the
promotion of human rights, suppaort for
democracy, and the shoring up of haman
gecurity in challenging contexis overseas.
Om the other, it ks compelled to take action
tor sescure its borders by tacitly endorsing,
or at least turning 3 blind eye to, Tunisia’s
contentious migrant-expulsion policies
and reported alliances with smuggeling
networks, thereby masing concerns aboul
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complicity in human rights abuses. This
lichaotonyy marks a transactional turmn in
palicy-setting, a maove that already has been
construed as the bloe actively undermining
its own lundamental ethos,

Consequently, the strategic caloulus
appiears 1o have overridden the ELNs
normative considerations. Even as Europe
continues to claim to be a champion of
democracy and human rights, those values
are compromised by the

extEencies arlsing from

R

Implicit within the EUs apparent compli-
ance with Tunisia’s undemocratic trajec-
tory is the assumption that Europe can
navigate the results of partrering with an
iliberal regime without jeopardizing its
own values and security interests

Europe’s silendce suggests a bellel that
il can compartmentalize its relations,
addressing shared conoerms such as migra-
tion while disregarding internmal repression.
Such a stance not only
undermines the transfor-

Tunisia’s complex sociopo- mative promise but also
litical mihiew and Europe's OUnce npaon signals to other nations that
own self-interest. the European commitment
atime, Europe Pe

Brussels” engagement had at | * d {o democracy is negotiable
with a Turista enmesied atits l‘i'p"ml i the [ace of pressimg
in internal strife, while the the l"]ll{lmﬂﬂl? siralegic COnCerms.
bloc deals with external wherewithal to The reality is stark. Once
Pressures [rorm migrand sl upsan a time, Earope hal
Hows cansed by regional sway T ' al its disposal the diplo-
instabiality, 15 now a matier luture matic wherewithal {o sway
of pragmatism versus Tumisia’s future and steer

principle. It is a conundrum that represenis
a sterm test for the ELNs resolve in upholding
its foundational values while addressing
contemporary geopolitical realities,

This veneer of pragmatism belies an
unsetiling erosion of Europe's moral high
ground. Omee predicated on the nurturing
of Aedgling political institutions, the
European policy on Tunisia has been
eistilled into more Hmited and myopic
areas of focus: curbing migration ancd
securing borders.

President Kais Saied away from the shadow
aof Ben Al Financial aid, trade agreements,
and diplomatic relations, all of which are
powerful tools in the European arsenal,
coild have been wielded to enforce a
reversal, or al least a slackening, of the tight-
ening noose, However, the prorihzation of
migration controd over democratic values
has created a dissonance in EU-Tunisis
relations, overshadowing Europe’s ance
powerTul rode as a promaoter of democrcy
i its immediate negchborhood,

A boost for Biden’s global democracy agenda

S President Joe Biden has
faced critecism for makimg
“revitalizing democracy
the world over” a key goal
of his administration. Yet
his agrnda might be taking

stronger rocd across mach of the West and

beyond, and could ontlive his sdministra-

tion, whelher it ends in 2025 or 2024,

An illustration of the appealing nature

high around the globe, with 85 percent of
those polled agreeing that democracy is
imipariant to thelr country,

Thi= is a timely reminder, given that 2024
is a banner year for elections, durimg which
an cstimated 2 billion people in dozens of
nations will 2o to the polls.

The research also found, however, that
governments generally were nol seen (o
b living uwp to the democratic expecta-

of his message was on tions of their citizens; only
display on Tuesday and ii a little more than half of
Wednesday this week af those polled were satisfied
the Copenhagen Democ- Economic with the state of democ-
racy Summit. This ghobal racy in their country. This
modernization
evenl, the brainchild of dissatisfaction was mot
Anders Fogh Rasmiuessen, and liberalism limite=] 1o nondemocratic
a former NATO secredary- will be: the nations; it was also preva-
general and Danish prime lllll-'ﬂllﬂ" for future lent in several Western
minister, featured keynote democratic countries with long
speakers from aroanad democratic traditions
the waorld, from the Asia reforms A good example was
Pacific to the Americas. the US, where former

The speakers included Republican US
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, former US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, Taiwan's President Teal Ing-wen
and President-elect Lai Ching-te, and
European Commission President Ursula
v cher Leyen,

The event coincided with the publica-
tion of rescarch based on interviiews with
almost 70,000 people worldwide, which
Found that faith in democracy remains
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Preskdent Domakd Tramp will once agakn
be om the ballod for the Republican Party in
the presidential election in November, Still
tarred by the assault on the Capitol by his
supporters on Jan. 6, 202 he has openly
stated that should he win, he will be a
dictator on the first day of his second term,
The consequences of a Trump victory are
not only important domestically but inter-
nationally. During his first term, foes of
the 115 around the world, from YVenezuela
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to Iran and Russia, relished the disorder
he hrottght to Washington. In particular,
the Jan, 6 debacle was watched with glee
by those nationalist populi=ts around the
world who iry to defy calls for the male of
law and democratic norms to be respected.

Other think tanks, such as the US-based
Freedom House, in recent years have
also regularly highlishted the hostile
environment democratic governance
faces around the globe, A

sometimes make a simplistic, binary distinc:
tion etween “good™ and “bad” that can
sit awkwardly in a fast-changing, complex
world of ambizuity and uncertainty, where
there is frequently a need (o work with
states that lack democratic traditions bat
with which the US has shared interests,
Some crifics instead favor an interma-
tional approach by Washington based
more of classic, gquantifiable national
interests, They argue thal

key challenge, especially ii other states, especially
following Russias developing ones, might
invasion of Ukraine, is the There are some be more likely to aspire to
ETOWINE concern about inthe US, and emulate the US because
the incressing influence 5 _ of its material prospenity,
of Moscow and other he'!'m.|. whowould rather than any appeals
authoritarian and for prEfEl‘ Biden not hased on its democratic
FII.I-|1-.H5I'-'|.I1|ZJIJI2' slalies, to mrﬂmmphm virtues. ’
According 1o Economic modemiza-
Hasmussen, there isa [Il?'tl.’t'l]-ll'l'ﬂl:'."}'-hﬂﬂiﬂﬂ tion and liberalism, if
“trend which shows pelitical rhetoric is suggested, will be
we risk losing the the impulse for future

Glohal 3auth to the autocracies. We are

witnessing an axis of autocracies forming,
from China to Hussia to Iran, We must

act now o make frecdom more attrac
tive than dictatorship, and unite through
an alliance of democracies to push back
against the emboldened autocrats”

Yet there are some in the US, and bevond,
who wauld prefer Biden niot 1o overempla-
size democracy-hased political rhetoric,
They argue, for example, that such ideas
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demoacratic reforms and help counteract
the appeal of alternative, authortanan
midels of development that kave brought
signihcant indeltedness to key U5 allies.

In this key election vear, a boost Lo the
'S promotion of democracy around the
world is to be welcomed. Biden's support
for this long-standing agenda will owtlast
his administration in what might be a long
battde for fresh ideas in the Geld of interna-
tional relations.
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The reglon’'s abundant solar, wind, and land rescwrces present opportunities for the adoption of green energy, positioning the Middie East coment sector to lead In sustainabllity Inftlatives globally, 5006

ROBUST GROWTH

KSA cement sector leads with digital

maturity, circular economy practices

De-carbonization strategy aims at lessening the sector’s ecological impact while preserving its market standing

Dayan Abou Tine Hiyadh

The Samd] cement sector
Is podsed to maintain its
position as a key player
In the global market,

by harnessing circalar
economy principles

and navigating
challenges nsing digital
Innovation, according

o an Indusiry expert.

Amr Nader, CEO and co-founder
of cement consultancy AS&Co®,
slated], “We anticipate a  cos
reducticn and  improved value
siddithon, leveraging  clrcular
economy and even [or med-zem
tramsttion il the right technodoges
at the efficient sizes are adopted.”

Near-zero sirategies refers to
rpgnificantly reducing or offset-
ting carbon emissions associated
with cement production, often
by implementing cleaner energy
sources, improving its cfficiency,
and deploving carbon captore
and storage technodogices.

He elaborated on the sipnifi-
cance  of adopting oxy-fuel
technology at suitable scabes,
emphasiang its use of oxygen
and re-caculited fue gases For
burning fuels instead of air.

This approach, combined with
inereased reliance on renewalle
energy sources and the antici-
pated integration of low-carbon
yvdrogen as a  Toel source,
indicates the potential for Saudi

s

Arabaa’s cement  indostry  to
siestain ils competitive advantage
bBevond 20040 according to Nader.
These inbtiatives form part of a
comprehensive de-carbonlzation
siratery aimed ot besening the
sector's coological impact while
preserving its market standing.
Nader emphasized the impor-
tance af digital maturity  for
achieving operational excellence
and de-carbonization in the Sawdi
cemenl  incusiry. While  maost

cemenl plants in the country
boast state-of-the-art  techmolo-
gies, they stll lack maturity i
data ingestion, cataloging, and
analysas, Nader sdded,

While some plants ane: indtaating
proper cigital matunty strategc
initiatives, others are still in the
garly stages of trial initiatives.
However, Nader believes that the
transition o digital maturity is on
the priority list of most plants and
is expecied to materialize within
thie piext 2 1o 5 vears.

He urther highiligived that
the Saudi competitive pricing
edge is driven by kower produc-
tion cosfs even after factoring in
carbson  adjustment  Dordes
taxnes, potentally increasing
exports to regions with strin-
genl carbon regulations,

“In regard of  carbon
boundary tax of Exrope and
othver carbon boundary taxes
in the world, we see that as
an oppedrtunity for Murthe
export from  Muddle East

The uction cost in
cfficient Sandi plants

is S boower tham the
wlobal average by
approximaiely 15 perceni
and there s still room to
improve that by adopting
operational exeellence

fAmr Mader
CEQ and opo-foundar ol AJ&CT

plants that will early adopt near-
#ero transitions in time frame
bBetween 2024 and 2028 " he said,
Carbon boundary taxes, also
known as carbon bopder adjust-
ment mechanisms or CBAM, are
policies implemented by govern-
ments to address carbon leakage
and enswre that industnes suhject
o carbon pricing within their
jurisdictions remain competitive
with foreign industries that may
mol face similar carbon prcing
These faxes amm o prevent
the relocation of indusirics to
counires with weaker climate
policies while also encouraging

odhier nations to adopd similar
carksnn pricing measures,

Nader highlighted challenges
affecting demand i the cement
sector, such as heightened sea
freight  costs, reduced  vessel
availabality due to geopohtical
tensions, and increased pricing
by Sandi plants to counter hizgher
energy costs from ARAMOCOL

“Despite the increase o loel
prices by average 1040 percent
for all ucls, the production cost
in efficient Saudi plants s still
lower than the global average
by approximately 15 percent and
there is still room to improve that
by adopting operational excel-
bence,” he added,

He explamed that that Earge
companics in the Ringdom,
with capacitics exceeding 8,000
ionnes per day, have sipnificant
opportunities for improvement
by  implementing  operational
cxcellence strategies and  eardy
adoplion of near-gero  scienoe-
bascd fargels mitative verfied
strategices.

This will not only reduce costs
further but also enables them
to remaln below the glolal
cost averape by the same 15
pereent, even with the antc
jpated increase in energy
prices mext year, e acddedd.

Reduced FOvert-
menl  investment  has
posed  another challenge
according (o Nader, causing
a slowdown in large-scale

projects and consequently dimin-
ishing the demand for cement.
This trend translated into a 4
percent decline in dormestic sales
aned & 30 percent drop in expors
for Saudi Arabia’s I7 cement firms
durimg the first quarter of 20024
compared to the same period last
vear, 4s reported by AlYamama

Cement, Notably 87 percent aof

cemenl sabes wepe domestic, with
only 3 percent being exported

FASTFACT

Large companies n the
Kingdom, with capacities
n:m:u-dtnE 8,000 tonnes

per day, have significant
gpportunities for improvement
by implementing operational
excellence strategies and
early adoption of near-zero
science-based targets
imitiative verified strategics.

Niader also Imked the deciine
o corlain giga-projects in the
Ringdom that demand green
cement, 3 product not commaonly
manufictured in most of Saudi
Arabia’s pdants.

"Noevertheless it must be noted
that Sawdi Armabia consump-
tion per capita is still one of the
highest in the world at approxi-
mately L3 tonnes per capita yet
the utilization of the sector is
bess than 60 percent due to high
installed capacity in the period

bBetween 2003 and 201077 Nader
]l

In its April report, Al-Jazira
Capatial  also  associated  the
chec e with the increased influ-
ence of Ramadan on sales, noting
that the holy month spanned 21
days in March 2024, compared to
just 9 diays in the previous vear.

Nacder had emphasized in a
February interview with Agpere-
gales Business that the Mpddle
East's cement plants, character:
ed by their large size, enjoy
aivantazes In economies  aof
scale and operational efficiency.

With mosi plants equipped
with modern ftechnolosy  and
atlomated  processes,  they

outperform their  Ewropean
counterparts, some of which date
back to the 18505,

Additionally, the region’s
abundant solar, wind, amd land
resources present opporiunities
for the adoption of green cnorey,
positioning  the Middle Eas
cement sector (o lead in sustain-
ahility initiatives globally.

Looking ahead, Nader foresecs
a4 Zrowing emphasis on sustain-
ability and de-carbonbzation in
the reglon, leading to increased
production of green products,

Furthermore, he predicts a
doubling of cement exports from
the Middle East within the nexi
two o three vears, with Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
and Algeria currently leading as
the largest exporters,
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Reina Takln, Miguel Hadohiéty oo

Global consulting firm
Alvarez & Marsal Is set

Lo iIntroduce its distinct,
unbiased, and action-
oriented approach to
Sawdl Arabia’s market
Tfollowing the launch of
its regional headguarters,
according to a top official.

This decision, aimed al solkdi-
fying A&MS= presence im the
region, reflects the company ™
dedfication 1o long-term growth
and transformation in the Sauds
market, James Dervin, manoging
director of the firm in the Middle
East amd co-hexl in the region,

told Arab News,

He clescribwed the firm's strategic
vision in the Saudi market as
“relatively simple” adding that
the aim 1= “to bring A&M"s differ-
entiated, and  non-conflicted,
exccution-focused  proposition
to a market which is at an inflec-
tion podnd in terms of demand For
tran=lation of strategy nto action
and resulis”

speaking of the mauguration
of the Arm% regional headoguar-
ters, Dervin explained that “the
decision  was  actually made
s time azo, and we had been
working on the establishment of
the RHQ (regonal headguarters)
for approximately 12 months and
simply wanted to be sure that
we were able to meet all of the
requlremends, which, alhamch-
lillah, we were abile o do”

He Murther emphasized the
sipnificant  growth  witnessed
across ALMS team and service
aress in the coundiry, making
the establishment of a regional
headguarters i meatural
JraETessiaon.

Starting from Jan. 1, 2024, Sawdi
Arabia declared H would only
award deals to foreign compa-
nies with Middle East hases
within Sawdl Arabla, As a resuli,
nimeros  inlermational  firms
acmoss sectors such as enerey,
technology,  healthcare,  and
hospatality bave set ap headquar-
ters in Ravadh

"We have wilmessed sirong
erowih across our team and
service arexs in the country in
recent vears, so as the company
contmues o decpen our roots
in the Kingdom, this seemed a
natural next step to take. I also
reflects AEM's commitment to
the Saudi market for the long
term.” Dervin added.

In & markel  withessing
nereasing  competition,  ASM
aims o stand out by its action-
oricnied  approach, Dervin
hizhlizhted.

He added: “Our proposition is
differentiated, elsewhere in the
waorld, in the regton, and in the
Kingdom. We're not "blue-sky'
thinkers, and we're not auwditors.
AEMS proposition 1= about
laking action and achicving
resulis in line with our ‘get-staff-
dhome’ hrancl”™

AEM™S siiite of services spans
restructiringe, turmaroumnd,

performance mprovement, and
M, catering to a diverse range
of bugsiness needs in Saudi Arabia,

Dervin elaborated  on the
company's offerings.  stating:
"We work across the spectrom
of under-performance, ranging
from mild underperformance or
“turnaround’ territory, through
aml  chisiressed

i siressed

GHTTE LRI

He Turther emphasized Lhe
company’s ability to  provide
advisory or executive support,
inchuding taking on manage-
ment mles ke chiel mevenue
offece: am] chief fimancial officer, a
service not commaonly offered by
compeiilors.

“The market, in general, 15
developing at  an  extraordi-
mary rate, aml the Kingdom’s
vistomary leadership  deserves
immense credit for the greal
sirides that already have, and are
still being made, for example; the
HKingdom™s 2018 bankrupdcy law
wis generally regarded as the
most progressive In the reglon
upon  implementation,  and
appears 10 have meaningfully
informesd the UAES equlva-
lent legnislation, which was
revised m 20024." Dervin
noted.

He further mentioned
that  the Implementa-
tiom of the law, and

ACTION-OQORIENTED APPROACH

Alvarez & Marsal outlines approach
as it launches regional HQ in Riyadh

Decision reflects company’s dedication to long-term growth and transformation in the Saudi market

The all-encompassing
mature ol the Sandi
Arabian transformation
Is driving slgnilicant

demand for AKM's
distinctive ‘wet-stufl-
done' brand of services

— for our ability to fix
problems, our skin in the
game,” and onr frecdom

lrom audit conflicts.

dameas Dervin
Al & Marsal managng drector in
b= OOk Eask mrd co-mead In S RS W
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sithsequently the introduction of
processes ke Nnancial restric-
turing, have provided tools to ajd
in the rescue of businesses and
o minimize the occuwrrence of
pubright fifure amd subsequent
lquacdation.

The enactment of the new
Companies Law, coupled with
the growing sophistication of
the capital markets, is rendering
the Kingdom - and the broader
region - an increasingly enticing
hub  for foreizn  vestment,
according (o the top offickal,

This tremd aligns seambessly
with the lumdamental ohjectves
of Wiskon 20050, he sakd.

Earlier this month, Bryvan
Marsal, A&MSs CECQ and
co-founder, commented on the
close alipmmenit of his fArmX
global brand with the local
markel dynamic in Saudd Arabia,
fodlowing the establishment of
the regional HGQ.

“The all-encompassing: nature
of the Saudl Arabian mansforma-
tion is driving significant demand
for AkM's distinctive ‘get-stuff-
done’ brand of services — for
carr ability o x problems,
our “skin in the game
and our frecdom from
aundit conflicts” he
&akd in a statement.

Dervin highlighted
ASM's unigue

poasition  m influencing the
restructuring lapdscape, particu-
larly ils expertise in corporate
rescue, lurnaround, and perfor-

mance  improvement, which
are virtually unparalleled in the
FEElom,

Abgznied with Vision 2030, A&M
is comumitted to supporting Saudi
vouth emplovinent programs,
exemplified by initiatives like the
Ridavah Graduate Program.

Dervin  expressed  pride in
the proszram, stating: “We are
chviously extremely proud of
the Bidayah program, which s
3 proneering mitative for A&M
from a vouth development
perspective”

He added: “We have designed

and implemented a  bespoke
praduate ralning program
providing these  exceptional

individuals with rotating roles
acToss the business, hopelally
providing them with a breadth of
experience and wvisibility of the
ciptions and oppartunities within
cair firm amd in the market more
brroack]y.”

The managing director said
that the company is hoping to
play a meaningful part in the
personal and career develop-
ment of young Saudis, “whao
themselves have a vital rale to
play in the development of the
economy  aml sociely in the

FAST
FACT

Starting from
Jan. 1, 2024,
Saudi Arabia
declared it
would only
award deals
to foreign
SO P ani&s
with Middle
East bases
within Saudi
Arabia. As

a result,
AUMErsus
International
firms across
sectors such
as energy,
technology,
healthcars,
and hospitality
have set up
headguarters
i Riyadih,

y Alvarezr &
Marssl's subte of
sarvices spans
restructuring,

furnaround,
performonce
mprovemaent,
and more,

cataring ta a

civaran rnge
- af businoss

nesds In Saudi
Arabin. =F4

Ringdom.” Looking ahead, A&M
aims 1o further empower Sandi

graduates  through  partner-
ships with local universities and
educational institutions.

“Our objective is to empower
new graduates, equipping them
with the necessary skills and
knowledepe for a  successiul
carcer. More details of theso
partnerships, and its potential
e contnbute o the develop-
ment of the next generation of
saudi business leaders, will be
shared closer to the next intake ™

alfirmed Dervin,

As ARM continues 1o expand
its foodprint in Saudi Arabia,
Dervin emphasized the crucial
rode of voung Saudi professionals
in driving the companys growth
and success.

“Much like the Kmgdom itself,
we cannod be truly successful
without young Saudi  profes-
stonals plaving their pari in
our development, as we look
forward to a bright future for our
growing Sadi Arabian office”
he concluded,

More than 180 major global
companies  and Organiza-
tions have already estabfished
regional headguarters in the
Saudi  capital. These include
Apple, Microsoft, and Alibaba,
a4 well = the IMF, IBM. and
Google,



ARAB NEWS sunday, May 19, 2024 13
Business News
4 -
BizBriefs
i~
THE BEST OF THE REST

Bankruptcy liquidation Endorsement
Genesis to Sharcholders
return S3bhn back Boeing CEO
to customers pay deal package
Crypto lender Genesis Glohal Boeing sharehaolders voted

Glabal venture caplial firmes e capitalizing on the KBA's expansive strotegy, o evidenced by SVC's $30 million Investment in US-based Generad Atlantie, SHA

Mour E-Shverd "l

Saudi Arabia’s venlure
capltal landscape
continues (o grow

with its reverberations
reaching far continents,

Global venture capital irms are
capitalizing on the RKngdom’s
cxpansive strategy, as cvidenoed
by the state-owmed Sawdi
Venture Capltal Cols 830 mudllon
investment in a US-hased invest-
manit firm.

SYC has pledged this injection
1o a private equity fumnd managed
by the remowmeed UTS-based mvest-
ment firm General Atlangic,

“The imvestment in the private
equidty fund by Gemeral Atlantic
s part of SV Investmenl in
Funds Programme and an imple-
mentation of its strateey relabed
to  attracting top global  fund
mEanEEers 1o invest in Saudi-hased
companics as well as sttmulating
investment  for  later stages”
Nabeel Roshak, CEO and board
meinber al SV, commented.

Established in 1980, General
Aflantic boasts a  formidable

reputationn as a global growth
ecquity vestor, oversesing a vast

portfolio of 54 billion n asels
uncher management.

The [ocus of this venture will
be on invesing in high-growth,
tech-enabled companies within
Saudh Arabea.

The imitiative aim= to bolster
mnovation and entrepreneurship
i the reglon, particulary in Key
seciors sich as Consiumeer goaods,
financial services, healthcare, Life
scicnces, and technology.

“We are very proud to partner
with SVCand broaden our commit-
ment o Sawdi Arabia  Vision

ihymamic growth and inmovatio
in Saudi Arabia, which will create

W) sets the stage for a [:-prlmlinz

STARTUP WRAP

Saudi venture capital sector
continues to expand globally

Global venture capital firms capitalize on Ringdom’s expansive strategy

attractive  ivestmenl  opgsorii-
nities for our global myvestors
SV 5 a highly strategc mvestor
who will deepen our expertise in
this important region.” Bill Ford,
chairman amd CEOQ of General
Atlantic, saicl

Saudi Arabia’s
Wheeheep secures
S8m series A funding
sSadi logisties startup WheeKeep
radsed 58 millon v a8 series A
roumd bed by Fintech Colbective,
with participation from local and
international investors

Foamnnded in 20000 by Sultan
Al-Olayan, Amor  Al-Marzouki,
and Youssuf Fayer WhecKeep
prwides maohbile self-storage units
fowr Ineclividuals and businesses.

The new capital will adm to Tued
WheeReeps expansion plans
Sauch Arahia and beyond.

The investiment by
General Atlantic is part
of SYC's Investment in
Fuonds Programme and

an implementation ol

its sirategy related (o
attracting top global fund
managers o invest in

Ssanmdi-based companies.

HNabae| Koshak
CECQ gl EGard o gk ShIC

LI

saudi Qsalary partners
wiith Itgan Capital to

launch $820m fund

Sauci  human  resources tech
company Qsalary has partnened
with [tgun Capital to launch an
sR0 million investment fund.
Foumded in 2022 by Mohamrmed
Badwi and Amr Abu Shady,
Gsalary offers a digital platform for
accelerated salary payments.
The Fured aimns to provide oppor-
minites  for investors  seeking
lnancial growih,

Qatari investors commit
S20m to MENA Fund 1
chlan mvestors are boosting the
regional startup landscape with
a £20 million commitment to the
mewly announced MENA Fund 1

Gronkilen Crate Vientiines,
founded by Silicon Valley natives,
announced its first S100 million
MENA fnd, wiath £20 million
in commitments from soeme of
i’ mmoed prorminenl Eamilbes,

The anchor investor is the
multi-Feceted Al KEhor Holding,
a company with 60 years of
heritage. Other notable inves-
tors inchade the Al Attiya Group,
widely recosnized for its support
in developing local businesses,
and Sheikh Jas=im Bin Jabor Al
Than.

The announcement of the
first close of s £100 million
MENA Fund 1. backed by the
pillars of Qatar's private business
community, represenis a magor
step forward i Golden Gate
Ventures ambitions to  drive
innovation and entbeprebedr-
ship in the MENA region.

MENA Fund [ &= the first inter-
national venture capital fund to be
establizhed amnd managed within
Glatar. Michael Lints, partner al
(rolden Gate Ventures, has moved
to Qatar to decpen the firm's
commitment to the MENA region.

Glint completes first
close of its second
venture fund at $3m
Egypl-based  mvestment  fum
Ghmt completed the firsd close
of its secomnd venture fund ad 33
millicn, supported by Wadi Degla
CREOAp,

Glint Fund I, led by Tarek
Abonalam amd Youssef Helmy
Hahbib, aims to support Egvpdian
enirepreneurs  with  early-siage
investments | rnging From
S250,0000 Loy S5O0, (80,

“Glints second fumd  repre-
setits an important sep to further
devedop  our  ecosvstem,”  said
Aboualam.

UAEs Property Finder
raises $90m debt round
to buyout lead investor
Dubai-based  Property  Finder
secured S50 million i debt from
Francisco Partners to Anance the
buyoat of s first  Institutioanal
investor, BECO Capdlal.

The online real estate platform
bought back the company™s stake,
which hed also invested in ride-
hatlmg app Carcem and honstics
startup Fetchr.

“"We've SCT] fremencdons
erowih in the real estate market
acries the entive TAE, ot just
Dnibai.” said Michael Lahyani, CEO
and founder of Property Finder.

UAE" Lune raises $1.5m
in seed round
UAE-based data analysis company
Lune has rased SL5 millkon in a
seeil roundd from Dubal Futire
District Fund, Pus  Venture
Capital, Heach Imbemational, ancd
Judah Ventures, alongside other
famdly offices and angel investors.

Foumded i 2020 by Helal
Targ and Akxandre Sowesd, Lune
enables nancial nstitutions to
mm customer transaction data
mic valuahle insgzhts,

recelved court approval on
Friclay to return aboat £3
billion in cash and cryptocur-
rendcy to Hs customers in a
bankruptcy liquidation, beay-
ing its owner, Digital Curren-
cy Group, with no recovery
from the bankruptcy.

U8 Bankruptey Judge Sean
Lane approved Genesis” Chap-
ter 1 liquidation plan and
overmuled an ohjection raiscd
by DCG, which had argued
that Genesis should pay 113
customers and creditors no
maore than what the crypio as-
sets were valued at in Jansary
2023, when Genesis filed for
bankrupicy. Reuters

Fridlay to back ouigolng CED
Drave Calhoun's pay deal ancd
reelection to the board, in
an endorsement of company
leadership as it Taces heavy
scrutiny over safety problems

The company announced
the prefiminary vote results at
it annual meeting, sayving all
1 directors had been reelected
and that shareholders backed
Calhoun's planned 533 million
compensaiion package.

O March 25, Boeing sakd
Calhoun would step down
at the end of 20024, 1i named
former Qualoomm CEOQ Steve
Muollenkopl as the new chalr-
man. AFP
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

After 1177 B.C

ERIC H. CLINE

Eric H. Cline’s “"After 17T
B.C." tells how the collapse
of powerful Late Bronze Age
civilizatlons ereated
new gircumstances
to which people
and societies had
to adapt. Thosa
that failed to adjust
disappeared from

Steep Increases
Canada exploring
higher tariffs on
Chinese EYs

Canacla is looking at whether
1t meedds to rakse tariifs o
Chinese-made electric vehicles
after the White House an-
nounced major new levies on
them, Trade Minkster Mary

MNe told Bloomberg News on
Frickay.

Canada’s deciston fodlows
15 President Joe Biden's stecp
tariff increases on Chinese
imports, inclading electric-ve-
hicle battenies, computer chips
and medical products earlier
this week,

Biden will increase tariffs
this vear from 25 percent to
104} percenit on EVs, bnnging
total duties to 1025 perceni.
Reuvters

the world stage, while others
transformed themselves,
resulting in a new world
ardar.

“After NTTBC."
reveals why this
pariod was & new
:!E:-wll_'h FRETAY
imventions and new
opportunities.

Pesticide scrutiny

Indian spice
trade group fears
plunge in exporis

An Indian spice trade group
sauled an Friclay that splee ex-
ports cotukd drop by 40 percend
after two major brands were
hit with contamination allega-
tions over the use of a pesticide
the group consders safe,

Inickin is the world's big-
gest exporier, consumer and
producer of spices, and its
spice exporis came to 54 billion
in the: year from April 2022 1o
March 20cE3,

Homg Rong last month
suspended sales of three MIDH
spice blends and one from
Everest citing high levels of the
pestcide ethylene oxide. Both
firmis say their products are
saafe for consumplion. Reuters

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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The (Roshan) project supports the
company’s ambitions to contribute
to Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030,

Maohamed Habes

e of Al-Grarbds Deysiopment
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REAL ESTATE

Al-Gharbia Company launches

‘Roshan’ project in Jeddah

Al-Gharbia Development and
[nvestment  Company, the
development arm of real estate
company Tatweer Group in the
western  reglon,  announeed
the launch of its [irst project in
Jeddah at a ceremony in the cily,
The event was atiended by real
estate developers, businessmen
and Investors.

The project, named Roshan,
is an ambitious wurban and
commercial clevelopment
project located in the north of
Jedddah. Tt consists of residential
and commercial buildings and
will be constructed in accor-
dance with the highest design
and engineering standards.

Boasting a strategic location,
Roshan, to be built on a total
area of 1 million square meters,
will be located close o urban
development projects, hotels,

residential and commercial
complexes, and government
acillthes,

Expressing delight at  the

launch of the new project,
Mohamed Habes, CEOQ  of
Al-Gharbia Development and
Investment  Company,  sald
Hoshan represents “a wonderiul
start for the company.”™ He sabd:
*The projec
coanpany’s ambitious standards
in construction and real estate
development, which take
into account the creation of a
comprehensive and Integrated
communily environment that
guarantecs its customers the
enjoyvment of quality of life in
a balanced amnd harmoniows
society.”

Habes added: "The project

embodies  the

EUppHaris fhve COanY s
ambitions to  contribute o
Sawcl Arablas Vision 2030,

Roshan will also Inolude green spaces ond a centrad park bullt on an area of 28,000 sguare meters, offering an enjoyable heatthy ervironment for s restdonts.

which ams o improve the
quality of hife, enhancing real
estate  development projects,
plaving a pivotal role in shaping
a vibrant society and a thriving
ECONomY.”

Comprising 20 commercial
plots and G614 residential plots,
Roshan will also include green

HIGHLIGHT

Roshan, to be buift on a total area
of 1 millian meters, will be
located close to urban developrmant
projects, hotels, resldential and
commarcial complexes, and
govarnment facilities,

spaces and a central park budlt
on an arca of 29000 sguare
meters, offering an enjoyable
healthy environment for its
resiclents.

Hakses said the project™ infra-
structure  facilities, such as
electricity, water and sewage
networks, and communication

and intermel services, will be
developed to puarantee comfort
and loxury for the residents.
Hoshan will also include seven
public parks, seven schools,
seven mosques, a health center,
and a main park in the heart of
the project, consisting of sporis
areas and cycling tracks,

DIGITAL ADVERTISING

Petal Ads and talabat
partner to boost
regional expansion

Huawei has announced  its
partnership  with  talabat, a
regional platform  for everyday
deliveries. Throueh this partner-
shiipy, falabat will use Petal Ads,
Huawei's  digital  advertising
platform, to propel ils basiness
expansion through cutting-edee
targeting capahilities.

The collaboration was officially
initiated with a sipning ceremaony,
which ook place on May 7 at
the Pelal Ads booth during the
Arabian Travel Markel 2024 in
Dubai,. This alhance  beltween
two indwstry leaders significs a
commitiment to revoluticnizing
digital sdvertising and enhanclng
st engagement.

falabat will integrate tangeted
advertising  inlistives  powered
by Petal Ads. Furthermore, the

talabat app will be featured in
Virtual Preload, a omigue lifestyle
fodder on all Hoawel devices.
This frst-of-its-kind inktiative for
talabat will ensure faster acoess Lo
the app for Huawe users

"Partnering  with  talabat, a
leader in the food delivery and
g-commerce industry, is s sipnif-
icant step for Petal Ads” said
William Hu, managing director
of Huawel Consumer Business
Group, Middle East and Africa
Eco Development and Opera-
tion. "This collaboration offers
an ¢xciting  opportunity  to
lewerage our digital advertising
expertise and contribate to the
success of the talabat platform,
creating mnew avenues  for
businesses (o conmect with their
dLlienoes,”

PIONEERING TECHNOLOGY

Dyson unvells first

dedicated wet floor cleaner

Dyson has unveiled its latest
fleorcare technology, designed bo
pickup wet and dry debris in one
go to deliver & hygienic clean on
Bard MNoors, across large spaces,
With I-hter clean waler tank fo
cover flooring up to 200 square
meiers, the Dyvson WashGl uses a
comthination of hydration, absorp-
tion, and extraction technologies
to remove wet and dry debris in
o g0 — automatically separating
it ouwl, s maintenance k more
Iy

Charlie Park, vice presudent of
Dryson Home Engineering at Diyson,
gaid: “Wet cleaning is considered a
necessary chore globally amd the
pereeived burden has been the
target of a vast array of wet foor
cleaning  formats. Despite  this,
wsers” expectations are oflen lefl

P
Ty

unfulbibled when it Comes to stam
removal, pickup performance,
and floor fAnish. Dyvson enginecrs
solve the problems others ignore
and we thrive on the challenge of
creating  better technodogy, The
Dnvsom Washi(s] 15 the result of this
our Arst dedicated wet machine
to wash hard fBoors, properly and

hygienically.”

Two  mdiovadually  powered
rolkers  counter-rotate whilst a
palse-redulated prmp distribuies
waler evenly across 26 precisely
positioned hydmtion podnts, along
thee full width of each rofler.

Each roller is made up of a
highly absorbent microfiber,
with 64,800 Alaments per cmi.
This combination of hizh-density
microfiber and congistent appli-
cation aof clean waler ensunes
ligiid =pills are absorbsed, whils
dry dirl, debns, and hair 15 envel-
oped by the millions of filaments.
By positioning two rollers at the
front and hack ol the machine,
Dwson engineers also achieved
longer dwell time on stains with
each peass, Tor powerfal and fas
stain removal,

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Trade Falr

Krohne showcases
environmental

solutions

Erohme, a global provider of
imdustrial process mstro-
mentation and measure:
ment solutions, participated
i IFAT 2024, the world's
lesaading trace Gidr For water,
sewage, waste, and raw
materials management. Held
i Mumnich, Germany, from
May 13-17, IFAT providded 3
platiorm for Krohne 10 dem-
onstrate its latest inmovations
and reinforee its dedication
Lo achdressing the unbgue en-
virogomential chalkenges faced
arcund the world and in the
Middle East and Africa region.

Ag the world grapples
with rapid urbanization,
industrial growth, and the
increasing effects of climate
change, the demand for
effickent and sustainahle
environmental technodogies
has never been greater.

Cyberthreat

Kaspersky reports
Careto APT

malware attack

Raspersky rescarchers have
uncevered two new mali-
Clous campaigns operated
by the notorious Careto
Advanced Persistent Threat
eroup, marking their first
activily since 2003, Dem-
onstrating a remarkahly
high level of sophistication,
the actors conducted twao
complex cyberesplonage
campaigns using a mul-
timadal framework, This
framewnrk enables the
recording of microphone
mput, stcaling a wide range
of Ailes and data, and gain-
ing overall control over the
infected machine, The cam-
paigns targeted organiza-
tions In Latin Amenca and
Central Africa.

Football Training
Dubai Sports
Council to develop
sports coaches

The Dubal Sporis Council
has further stepped up its
elTorts toward suslenance
of the sporting grassroots
by launching an initiative
tor quealify and develop the
capabilities and potential of
coaches working in sporis
acaclemies operating in

the DAE,

The first step in this
direction is an action plan
with international and local
privaie academies through
the lannch of specialized
training courses under Lthe
supervision of sports ex-
perts from various interna-
tional clubs.
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Sport News$§
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Indiana Pacars’ Pascal Sinkam Finlshed
with 28 points and sowen rebounds dunng
theiir gamo wgairst Mow York Knicks

15

Boxing stars shine in Riyadh

N

4

Ukraine’s Daniel Lapin defeated Portugals Octavio Pudivitr in their light heavyweight fight, which was on the undercard

-

L

Reuters

of the "Ring of Fire' heavyweight clash between Tyson Fury and Oleksandr Usyk in Riyadh later on Saturday evening.

=AUDI LEAGUE

Al-Hilal manager ‘very proud’ as
draw preserves unbeaten season

Top Saudi club eams Il equalizer in Rivadh derby thanks to Mitrovics injury-time penalty

Arab Mews R adt

Al-Hilal manager Jorge
Jesus salnted the resilience
of his players after they
preserved the club's
unbeaten domestic season
with an Injury-time penalty
from Aleksandar Mitrovic
in their ROSHN Saudi
League 1-1 draw against
Al-MNassr,

A dramabic Rivadh derty exploded
mto life on Friday night after just 25
seoomds when Al-Nassr midfelder
Crianvio thunsdered the hosgs inio
ihe besed From disganes at Al-Awwal
Park, But Mitrovic ensured the
champions remeEdn on cotrse for an
inwincible XE M leaguie campaign
by smashing homne d lale spot kick
awarded after a VAR chech.

In a match in which both sides

created chances, both Jesus and
Al-Nassr counterpart Luis Castro
agresd the hosts enjoyed the
hetier of the first halfl, and the title
winters e second hall,

While Al-Hilal could nol
maintain a remarkabde BROSHN
sdscll Leaguse winning run that
stretched all the way back to
soptember 24 pames in total
— Jesus said the determination
shown to earm a padnt bears all the
hallmark of champions.

“I'm very prowd of my players,”
he said. "They showed pgreat
resifience (to keep the unbeaten
recardl,. We have a fantastic
group of players. 1 believe m their
talenis; they believe in my ideas.

“It has been a fantastic season
uniill now, We want 1o finish as
winners and there are three games
Ieft: two in the league and one the
Ring's Cup final. We not only want

HIGHLIGHTS

& A dramatic Riyadh derby
exploded into |ife on Friday
night after just 25 seconds
whan Al-MNassr midfieldar
Ctavio thunderaed the hosts
imto thea lead from distance at
Al-Awwal Park.

& But Mitrovic ensured tha
champions rema&ain on course
for an invincible 2023724

league campaign by smashing
home a late spot-kick

awarded after a VAR chacok

1y he unbeaien in the mext two
gamees in the leazue, but also
wim the King's Cup T don'
think vou can lhave &
beeller season than this
in local competitions.”
The penaliy kick

GERMAN FOOTBALI
Leverkusen
complele
Bundesliga
season
undefeated

AFP | =sverkisoen

Haver Leverkusen on Saturday
became the fAirst team in Bundes
liga history to po through an
entire season unbeaten after a
2-1 home win against Augshorg

extended thetrr  undefeated
siteak in all competitions to 5l
EAIMEs.

Crowned Bundesliga
champlons for the firs
i April, from  Victor
Boniface and Hobert Andrich
pul Leverkusen — who play
the Europa League final amanst

fime
pnils

Atalanta and the German Cup
final this week — on course for
victory,

Elsewhere, Leverkusen's rivals
Coloenie were relesated after a
+-1 lnss at Heldenheim,

LR Fr=rlin
stoppage (ime against Frelburg
o win 2-1 and beat the drop,
leapfrogging Hochum who will
play a two-legped relegation
play-odl against second-division
Fortina Duesseldor! alter losing
4-1 at Werder Bremen.

Nabhi Alon=sos Leverkusen [ook
the lead after 12 minutes when

seored in

A

=

was awarded deep into imjury
fime when Sadio Mane was
deemed to have canght Saod
Abdulhiomid  just  inside  the
Pefally ared. Spanish referee Jose
Maria Sanchez Martinez pointed
iy the spod after being called 1o
the screen by the VAR
Jesus  believed  Sawd  was
impeded by Mane, but Castro was
unhappy that the decision denied
fils tearn three polnis against thelr
Rivacl rivals,
Castro sad: "The
penalty ZIven
. o them and
seored by them:
it wasn't at all a
penalty.  There
& m Indury,
I= 1
[oul at all”
Asked
whether

Ll re

tht pame will mfleence the
upcoming Rings Cup  Anal
between the two sides that will
round ofT the season, Castro salcd:
“No, this was one maich and
that ks a different match. We all
gaiw how Al-Hilal celebrated as
il they won, but they only drew
That means it was a tough match
for them. We had chances to
win" Twelve points separate
champlons Al-Hilal and second-
placed] Al-Massk 1| th ROSHN
League abie

The previous league derby
belweern the awn I|'|:|5-: S =CETE
saw Al-Hilal beat Al-Nassr 3-0
i December. As well as being
unbeaten  domestically  this
season, Al-Hilal alkso
world  Tooiball
im the campaign by winning 34
matches in succoession across all
competitions.

Cresiled
history  earlier

Amine Adli forced Augsburg
goalkeeper Tomas houbek into
A CITor. WINNINE  possession
before squaring for Boniface (o
tap in from close range.

Midfeld star Andrich doubled
Leverbusens lead, backheeling
i a rebound after 27 muntes,

Aupsburg  leenager hMeTi
Romor pulled one back on
his first start for the wvisitors
with a stunning strike on
the GInd-minule mark, bul
Leverkusen held on toswin ahead
il what could be a historie week

Al the other end of the table,

Union whio were playing
Champdons League against the
likes of Heal Madnd as recently
s December — were locked 1-]
at home to Freiburg in stoppage
time and headed for a relegation
playolf clash with Duesseldord
Uniom had been reduced to 10
men when Michae]l Gspurming
wis red carded with four
minutes remaining but won a
penalty just into stoppage tme.
Kevin Yolland missed the
gpatkick but Janik Halbserer was
there 1o turn In the rebsouicd and

savie Berdin

SPort
Briefs
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Scaottish Premiership

Celtic celebrate
title with win

over St Mirren

Las Palma scorsd a late winner
as Sceodtlsh champions Celtic
twice carne from behind o
rowand off therr tnumphamt
Premicrship campaign with a
32 win at home to 5. Mimen
on Saturday,

&, Muren caplaln Mark
OYHara twioe gave the visitors
thie bead ak Parkhead but poals
froen Matt O'Hifey and Evogo
Furuhashi meant Celtic were
level come half-iame.

The second half was a bess
inident-filled contest bod
when Palma turmed in Anthony
Ralsfion's cross in the 86th
minute, home Bans were able
bo roa’ o Celtic ahead of the
tropiny presentation. AFP

NBA

Siakam helps
Piveers beat
hnicks 1G-10:3

Inclaana Pacers coach Kick
Carlisle challenged his team (o
play more physically and more
tefacioialy.

s desperate team respuond-
egh wirllh onee of 1= mcest iresgaied
performanoes all scason.

Pascal Siakam fimashed with
23 Pl ared seven rebouneds,
Myles Tumer added 17 points
and cight reboumds, and the
Facers tumed the tabiles on the
Mew Yourk Knschs with a TI6-10G
yiCEory 1o even Uee Eastern Con-
[erence semafinals at 3-31. AP

imola contast
Max Yerstappen
secures pole

position

Max Verstappen secured his
erhilh conseciive pale pos-
Hon m gualifyving for the Emilsa
Fomaema Grand Prix at Imola
on Saturday to equal the record
af Ayrion Senr.

The Fecl Bull three-iime
workd champion’s dominance
in qpualifying drew him level
with Semmua’s mun of eight poles,
poignantly three decades after
the late greal Bracilian's trage
death at the Halian circuit in
L,

Oscar Prastrts Melaren will
stiirt ahongmsiche the unstoppakle
Dutchman on Sunday after post-
ing the sevond fastest ime ina
tght qualifvimg session. AFP

Follaw Arnbh News
Brinfs all throwgh the
day @hrabMNews




Canndian Egyptian actor Menn
Mosscud this waek AfRcURced
his angagemant to British

actreas Emily Shah, “She
wanted to jest be friends. But |

wantad more, tve sakd

TheSix

Travel hacks

PFlanning a trip this vear?
Here are six money-saving
hacks for your travels,

Travel off-peak

Traveling dunng off-peak times
proves to be more cost-effective as
prices tend to be bower. Steer clear
of hodidays and peak seasons, like
e upcoming Eid Al-Adha bireak,

whenever feasilde,

Book Hights early

Advance bookings can secure
votl lower atrfare prices. Airlines
often release tickets at lower
rates months abead of the depar-
ture date. You can use Sawdl
Arabians almosaler.com (o ETih

the best deals.

-

LUse aneSIM

switch to an eSIM, like Airalo,
to avoid the expensive roaming
fees and the inconvenience of
puirchasing local SIM cards
It will help vou access kocal
networls at local rates.

Try different
places to stay

When seame |1|.r|;_:_ G aceoam-
madations, consider alterna-
tives to traditbonal hotels such

as vacation rentals, which
frequently offer more
Erarednical oplions,

*ack light

Omily pack what you truly need to
avoid extra charges for overweight
hageage, saving vou money and
hasske durnmg your travels.

Travel with friends

Traveling with ends helps
share costs. Use st pay's Qatiah
Lo split expenses easily,
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ina hunakey

onts Amina
uaddi’s latest

campaign

clientebe, The shoemaker's
label has garnered a
lowin] list of Tamaoiis Fins,
inciuding Dua Lipa, Gigl
Hadid, Evlie Jenner and
Hailey Baldwin Bicher.
Muaddi launched her
YIRS Pl Wiy | i |||
August 2018, aboul one vear
after departing from her role
as co-founder and creative
director of huxury foolwear

Arab Mews Dotal

French model Tina
Kunakey this week starred
In Romanian Jordanian
loolwear designer Amina
Muaddi's latest snmmer-

Insplired campaign.

Runakey, who has Moroccan
origins, showcased Muaddi's
new BRITO slipper, a single
block of plexiglass carved into label Oscar Tive,
the designer's signature flared The creator also helped
heel. design the shoes for Rihanna's
The handeralted square-toed
heels, made in Haly, come In
hues of orange, purple, blue,
pink, black and transparent.
This marks KRunakey's third
crdlaboration with Muaddi, The

mode] shared her thought= on

Fenty collection, The collabo-
Fitlion received the Collabo-
rator of the Year award at the
J4th edition of the FiN Achieve-
ment Awards in 20020,
A vear later, she landed a
Tina Kunakeyls  spol on Women's Wear Daily

[nstagram aboul working with aFrenchmodel .4 Footwear News' 50 Most
the part-Arab designer onee ot Tl Powerful Women li=i
i haritage, AFF : i
AALN Her jewelry collection
"My admiration for you only Below: The CNCOMpPAasses Mngs, carrings
deepens” Kunakey wrote, model shared and bangles, while her handbag
L : ! il ol ] ;
sharing a picture of herself in P - range includes a variety of
ihe 11|||;:-| for the shaoot - givies, from zleek 1'|u|:-:'-i|:|':-:
_ : : an Instagram, g ey _
"Seasof aller season, each Irstagram with striking embellishments

fo haold toles
and crosshody
brags.

Soe af
the bags are
embellished
with sparkling

crystals or

new campaign your talent
shines brighter. You continu
ously push houndaries, and
VUTr COoNEmitm-Em tor exeellence
is a5 inspdring as it is conta:
gigns,” she added. *1 couldn®
be proader to be part of this

Journey and am so grateful 1o

share this path with you, not intrecale
just as your model, bat as vour sequins, while
friemd. others are

mache from
salin or leather
and feature
metallic
fimishes, The
culor palette
includes
classic cream,
brown, black,
redl and si|ver,

“Thank you for trusting me
simee Lhe Wy ||-|';:i|11:||:r||:. [ lowve
yvirl | am so proud of you and |
am excited, and so full of love
for what vou've built and what's
to come.”

In addition to her collection
of shoes, Muaddi's jewelry
and hag lines are also gaining
acelalm among her celebrty

INTERVIEW

Hoor Al-Qasiml, Instagran

NEW ROLE

Hoor AFQasimi
appointed
artistic director
of the Biennale
of Svdney

drnbk Nows [

The Blennake of Sydney
attnoaenced this week 1hat
Emirati creative Hoor Al-Qasimi
will beecome its artistic director
Tor 20265

The 25th edition of the
Esiennale will run lrom March 7
fo June 8,

Since its inception in 19735, the
bicnnale has grown o beoome
ome of the longest-running
exhibitions of its kind and was
the first biennale estahlished in
the Asia-Pacific reglon.

Al-Gasimi ereated the Sharjah
Art Foundation in 20400 and
15 currently ifs president and
directaor.

ON DISPLAY
Christie’s
lostage
refrospective

of Saudi artist
inLondon

Arab Newea Duoal

Christies anction house has
announced the first mid-carees
retrospsective of Saucl artist
Ahmed Mater.

The show, titled “Ahmed
Mater: Chronbeles™ will take
place at Chrlstles headguarers
i London, feom July 17 - Aug, 22

Curatesd by Dir. Riddha Moumni,
Chairman, Chnstie’s Middle
East amd Africa, the exhibition
will trace Ahmed Mater's career
and will include works across
various medinms, including
photography, videos, paintings,
st lptures and installations,

Saudi star Mishaal Tamer performs in London ahead of album release

“There are s0 Mmany opportu-
nities that keep poppang up, so
Sandi singer Mishaal Tamer said mamny cool new things” he added
he felt honored o perform his “People have the freedom andd
First head e <losy oulside Saudi creativity to make the worlkd
Aratda in London amd expressed aroanndd thesm and the environ-
eratitude to his fans for their ment around them, (o shape it
support ahead of the Getobser into what they see in their heads”
release of his album. Speaking about his London

The music sensatbon suld his ahow, Tamer sabid hils fans there
debuit albakm, “Home is Changing”™  will abways hold a special place in
15 a tribarte to the changes and s heart.
reforms thut swept throush the "The people altending the
Rimgcladn i recent vears, sirow in London have been with

Zaynab Khad]l L ondon

me from before the starting line
and I really appreciate that.”
hee said of the 230 people who
attended the event. °1 will love
lrose people forever and they
will be in my hearl lorever”

Tamer’s sold-out gig ook place
on Friday at Camden Assembly,
a live music veree and nighiclub
in Chalk Farm.

During his interview with Arab
News, the singer also thanked
hi= fan= in Sauckl Arabia and

elsewhere in the world, saving he

caves S SUCTess as an indlepen-
dent artist (o them.

“The kics that are hack hoame
aricl the omes abrosd that have
fomndd me™ he sakcl *This woaild
b i e e wiithout Chemi, |
am grateiol to the fans™

He relaved how he was
approached by two fans in
the TR,

“Ume of them was Saudi, the
cdher wasn't,” Tamver sadcd. “It
made e realize that ... whal
wie're doing 15 begeer than me”



