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6 Newborns Killed, 5 Battling For Lif

As Fire Raze  East Delhi Pvt Hospital

No Emergency
Exit, No Fire
Extinguisher

Abhay & Siddhivi Singh | Tnn

New Delhi: Six newborns di-
ed after a massive fire broke
out at New Born Baby Care
Hospital in east Delhi’s Vivek
Vihar late on Saturday night.
Five babies rescued from the
fire are battling for their lives
in another hospital. The ho-
spital owner and the on-duty
doctor have been booked for
culpable homicide and other
offences, cops said.

» EDIT: Tragedy Foretold

Phiobos: .'IuLEn I'liurnnr

Witnesses said the hospital building turned into an inferno in minutes and that was followed by multiple blasts

The fire department recei-
ved a call around 11.30pm and
rushed to the spot. Withesses
said the hospital building tur-
ned intoan inferno injustafew
minutes and was followed by
multiple blasts that possibly
originated from the oxygen cy-
linders stored there. In all, aro-
und a dozen children were pul-
led out, but only five survived.

b After DNA match, P 2

Licence had expired,

facility owner held

I Jrobe revealed that the ho-
spital’s licence had expi-
red on March 31 this vear, yet
it continued to operate wit-
hout any obstacles, Police
have arrested the facility
owner, Dr Naveen Kichi, be-
sides Dr Akash, who was on
duty on Saturday night. P2

Police probe illegal
oxygen filling racket

I yoliceare investigating the

possibility of an illegal
oxveen cylinder filling ope-
rationatthe hospital. Thisli-
ne of inquiry was initiated
after a large number of cy-
linders werefoundat the sce-
ne and neighbours reported
suspicious activities. P2

Could’ve saved kids
if we were there: Kin

\.[any families found out
about the incident only
on Sunday morning. They all
expressed regret that they
weren't present to try and sa-
ve their babies. The hospital
allegedly only allowed famili-
es to visit for two hours when
they collected daily bills. P2

E-bike on charge
sparks bldg fire,
leaves 3 dead

New Delhi: Three people were
Killed and 10 were injured after
afire broke out in a four-storey
house in east Delhi’s Krishna
Nagar on Saturday night. The
fire started in the stilt parking
area due to a suspected short
circuit. Residents claimed that
commercial activity was be-
ing carried out on the ground
floor of the building, report
Siddhivi Singh & Abhay.

Cops found that the owner
of an electric two-wheeler
had left his vehicle on charge,
The  wvehicle apparently
caught fire, which spread to
theelectricity meterand then
engulfed all three floors of
the building, cops suspect.

According to fire officials,
they received a call at 2.35am.
Thefire was doused by 7.20am.
Delhi Fire Services chief Atul
Garg said five fire tenders we-
rerushed tothe spot. Thirteen
people wererescued.

»Smoke on staircase, P 3

Rajkot fire toll rises to 28, no victim
identified so far, 2 accused arrested

Audi crushes Noida
man on morning walk

a3-year-old man on a

morning walkk was crus-
hed by an Audi in Noida Sec-
tor 53 Sunday. The collision
was so powerful that Janak
Dev Shah was flung into the
air and landed 20 metres
ahead ontheroad. P4

‘Poison’ beer kills
2 jawans in MP

r [ 'wo Special Armed Force
personnel in  their
mid-50s died on Sunday
from suspected poisoning
after drinking beer on Sa-
turday night in Chhindwa-
radistrictof MP.P8
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Army defuses 3 IEDs
in Imphal East

rmy defused 3 powerful

[EDs near Maphou dam
in Imphal East Saturday,
averting a major loss of life
and property. Electronic det-
onators were also found
alongside theIEDs. P8

SA central bk fines

SBI over compliance

g\;n}ulh African Reserve Ba-
nk has imposed admini-
strative sanctions and a Rs
4.5-crore penalty on SBI “for
not complying with certain
provisions of Financial In-
telligence Centre Act”. P13

Tines News NETWORK

Rajkot: Gujarat police filed
an FIR against seven part-
ners of TRP Game Zone in
Rajkot for culpable homicide
notamounting tomurder and
arrested two of them on Sun-
day, following a devastating
fire that spread rapidly and
claimed 28 lives at the recrea-
tional facility packed with a

> HC calls Rajkot tragedy
‘man-made disaster’, P8

NO FIRE NOC

5 of family dead,

> FIR names 7 partners of
TRP Game Zone, says facility
lacked sufficient fire safety
equipment and operated
without a fire NOC

» 28 bodies recovered
include 15 males, six
females, 3 kids; DNA
analysis may take 7 days

> Forensic team in Rajkot to
collect samples from site

3 friends missing
I: ivemembersof afamily, in-

cluding a 15-yvear-old boy;
perished inthedevastating fi-
re at TRP Game Zone. Among
the ‘missing’ were a newly
married couple in their 20s
and their sister-in-law, as well
asthree friends from Dhrol in
Jamnagar who had come to
the gaming zone. P8

large weekend crowd the pre-
viousevening.

The fire left the bodies
charred bevond recognition.
According to the FIR, the 28
recovered bodies included 15
males, six females, and three
children. The gender of three

bodies could not be determi-
ned due to severe burns, whi-
le only partial remains of one
person were recovered.
Forensic experts are now
tasked with the challenge of
identifving the victims thro-
ugh DNA analvsis, a process

that could take up to seven da-
ys. Thisstepiscrucial for pro-
viding closure to grieving fa-
milies. A forensic team has
arrived in Rajkot to collect
samples from the site.

»Govt forms SIT, P 11

Overall Phase 6
turnout 63.4%,
Delhi’s 58.7%

"he overall voter turnout
in the sixth phase on 5a-
turday stood revised to over
63.4% by Sunday evening,
beating Phase 5's 62.2%,
which remains the lowest
so far. However, the Phase 6
turnout is still way lower
than the first four phases,
reporis Bharti Jain.

The overall turnout in
Delhistood revised to 58.7%
from 57.7% on Saturday
This is, however, still lower
than 60.6% in 2019. North

majority

Cites Manifestos,
Past Moves To
Target SP, Cong

PankajShah & Shalabh | Tvn

Lucknow: PM Narendra
Modi upped the ante on Sun-
day against INDIA bloc cons-
tituents Congress and SP
over “Muslim reservation”,
alleging that repeated at-
tempts of the two allies to
snatch the rights of back-
ward communities and ap-
pease their vote bank would
someday “turnthe country’s
majority community into se-
cond-class citizens”.

“To illustrate how dange-
rous they (8P and Congress)
are, let me put this on record.
In 2012, during assembly polls
in UPR SP declared in its mani-
festo that just as Dalits and
OBCs enjoy reservation, so
will Muslims. SP went to the
extent of saying it would even
rewrite the Constitution todo

Before 2014, a

method Cong
explored was
to change the
laws overnight,
declaring
thousands of
schools, colleges
and universities minority
institutions. SC/ST/0BC
quotas provided in these
were completely abolished

=PM NARENDRA MODI

s0,” he said during a campa-
ign stop in Mirzapur. The PM
said SP repeated its pledge in
2014, “Not just that, SP said it
would allocate 15% quota to
Muslims in police and PAC.”
At Deoria, Modi said he
wasn't surprised that “jiha-
dis across the border” were
backing SP and Congress's
campaign for a “vote jihad”.
He accused both parties of
working on the agenda of
“anti-national powers”,

»PM rakes up... P 11

@ PM: Oppn wants to turn India’s
into 2nd-class citizens

Tejashwi: Gujarat
itself gave OBC
quota to Muslims

yihar leader of opposition
Jand ex-deputy CM Tejash-
wi Prasad Yadav on Sunday
wrote to PM Modi, claiming
that BJP-governed Gujarat al-
lowed Muslim OBC gquotas.
He attached with his letter a
purported ‘central listof OBC
Muslims for Gujarat’ to butt-
ress hispoint, reports Manoj
Chaurasia. “Perhaps, you
are not aware (of this, tho-
ugh)... vouserved as CM for13
vears,” Tejashwi wrote, advi-
sing Modi against “spreading
confusion and hatred”,
Dubbing PM “anti-back-
ward and anti-Dalit”, Tejash-
wi said he had repeatedly ur-
ged him to allow quota hikes
under the Constitution’s Ni-
nth Schedulefordeprived cas-
tes in the light of 2023 Bihar
caste survey, but claimed that
PM didn't pay heed. P10

BJP has already crossed
majority mark, will get
370+ seats in all: Nadda

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: BJP president J P
Nadda expressed confidence
of the pdl‘h winning over 370

N seats in Lok
Sabha polls. He
gaid it would
make significa-
| nt gains in sta-
tes like Bengal,
| Odisha, Telan-

TOI INTERVIEW | P 10

gana and Andhra Pradesh
while retaining its dominan-
ce innorth and central India.

“BJP on its own has alrea-

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

> Prasanta Jagadev, BJP's
MLA candidate from Odisha’s
Khurda, held for allegedly
vandalising EVM and beating
up a election official

» UCC will be
implemented
across India in
next five years,
says Amit Shah

> Cong prez Kharge calls
Modi ‘jhoothon ka sardar’
(master of lies), alleging he
did not fulfil any promise he
had made to voters m

Do not miss
Education Times,

a 20-page pullout
with today's issue

Weight-loss meds
linked to stomach
paralysis: US study

new US study suggests

that medications like
Wegovy and Ozempic, effec-
tive for rapid weight reduc-
tion, may come with the risk
of uncommon yet serious si-
de effects, including abdomi-
nal paralysis, a condition
characterised by delayed sto-
mach emptying, reports
Durgesh Nandan.Jha.

Abdominal paralysiscan
cause unintended weight
loss, malnutrition and other
complications that may re-
quire medical or surgical in-
tervention. Wegovy and
Ozempicarenot legally avai-
lable in India. However, re-
ports suggest that these
drugs are being sourced by
many through the grey mar-
ket at premium. P9

City sizzles at
45.4°C as heat

scorches N India 5§

I elhi witnessed the year's
hottest at 45.4°C as large
parts of India sweltered in
the punishing heatwave,
with IMD data showingat le-
ast 37 other cities in Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan, UPR
Maharashtra and MP regis-
tering 45-plus degrees C
temperatures.

At 49.8°C, Rajasthan’s
Phalodi was India’s hottest
place for a second straight
day, SMS Hospital's mortua-
1y overflowed with unidenti-
fied bodies, overshooting its
capacity Several of these we-
re picked up from roadside,
fuelling fears theyv could be
heat stroke victims. P5,8

For Kapadia, before her triumph :
at Cannes was trouble at FTTI

Ardhra.Nair@timesgroup.com

Tine vears are all it took
k for FTII graduate Pay-
al Kapadia to go from
“anti-national” to toast of
the nation. The young film-
maker, whose All We Imagi-
ne as Light' clinched the Gr-
and Prix at Cannes Saturday,
was a student at the count-
rv'scradle of cinemaand TV
when she braved chants of

> EDIT: All We Can Create

CYCLONE REMAL STRIKES WB,
KOL AIRPORT HALTS FLIGHTS

A man moves his cart away from the seashore in South 24 Parganas district
Sunday, before Cyclone Remal made landfall around 9pm along the coasts of
Bengal and Bangladesh — between Sagar Island and Khepupara — about
100km from Kolkata. More than 1 lakh residents from low-lying coastal zones
were evacuated to storm shelters. Kolkata airport has been shut down for

21 hours, from Sunday noon till 9am Monday, sending fares soaring | P 11

Sitars made in
Bengal village

East Delhi witnessed the
highest pollingat62.8% and
New Delhi clocked the lo-
west at 55.4%. In states, the
biggest rise was in Odisha,
up from 69.6% on Saturday
to 74.5% (4.9 percentage po-
ints)on Sunday. P10

Army chief gets
unusual 1-mth
extension

'he Centre Sunday gran-

ted a month's extension
to Army chief General Ma-
noj Pande (62) just six days
before his slated retirement.
Thisunusual movecould im-
pact the line of successionin
the foree, reports Rajat
Pandit. The delay in anno-
uncing Pande's successor
had triggered widespread
speculation of a superses-
sion inthe hierarchy.

The latest move will add
further grist to the mill since
the twonext senior-most offi-
cers, vice-chief Lt-Gen Upe-
ndra Dwivedi and Lt-Gen
Ajal Kumar Singh, are slated
toretire on June 30. P8

dy crossed the majority ma-
rk... some guesstimates sug-

gest it has won 310 seats after

five phases. After seven pha-

ges, NDA will go past 400. Peo-
ple trust Narendra Modi and
are voting for BJP to make
him PM again,” Nadda said.

In twist of fate, man loses

Getting rape &
death threats,
claims Maliwal

New Delhi: AAP Rajya Sab-
ha MP Swati Maliwal on
Sunday claimed that she
has been receivingrapeand
death threats, attributing
the hostile environment to
her party colleagues and
YouTuber Dhruv Rathee
for inciting “negative senti-
ments” against her

“After the leaders and vo-
lunteers of my party lLe
AAP orchestrated a campa-
ign of character assassina-
tion, victim shaming and
fanning of emotions against
me, I have been getting rape
and death threats. This got
further exacerbated when
YouTuber @Dhruv_Rathee
posted a one-sided video aga-

son & a boy loses father. 10
others also die in accident

Kanwardeep.Singh
@timesgroup.com

Bareilly: Twelve pilgrims,
including three children, we-
re killed in Shahjahanpur
when a gravel-laden dumper
truck crashed and overtur-
ned on a parked bus carrying
about 50 people on their way
to Purnagiri temple in Utta-
rakhand on Saturday night.
The incident saw a cou-
ple of deaths which can best
be described as tragic twists
of fate. A10-vear-old boy who
was sent to fetch a bottle of
water by his father moments
before the accident, survi-
ved while his dad, still in the

Rescue work underway after a
dumper truck fell on a bus in
Shahjahanpur Saturday night

therestaurant where the bus
had stopped, asked their son
to keep a bag inside the bus.
As the 15-year-old was doing
30, the dumper truck came
hurtlingonto the bus. The te-
enager died while his pa-

bus, was Killed. rents survived.
Another passenger and
his wife, having dinner at pNext to eatery, P 11

inst me,” Maliwal posted on
social media platform X. tw

> Will report to cops,P 4

Rahul reiterates
pledge of 38.5K

payout, 30L jobs

“ongress and INDILA bloc
[\ shave set themselves “a
realistic target” of filling 30
lakh job vacancies as soon
as the alliance comes to offi-
ce, unlike PM Modi's “false
promise” of providingemp-
loyment to two crore peo-
ple, MP Rahul Gandhi said
while campaigning in HP
on Sunday. Rahul, who pre-
viously announced that wo-
men from poor families wo-
uld each receive Rs 8,500 in
their bank accounts “on Ju-
nes”, accused Modiof “ser-
ving the interests of a hand-
ful of corporates like Am-
baniand Adani”,

He declared Congress
would also waive crippling
farm loans and scrap the al-
legedly ill-conceived Agni-
veer scheme for recruitment
to the armed forces. P10

KKR ROUT SRH WIN THEIR~3RD -IPI}
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Kapadia had protested in 2015
against Gajendra Chauhan's
appointment as FTII chairperson

“go to Pakistan” for partici-
pating in a 139-day protest in
2015 against the appointment
of actor Gajendra Chauhan
asthe FTII chairperson.

She, along with 34 other
former students, continue
to wage a legal battle overa

case filed by the then insti-
tute’s director. Prashant
Pathrabe, alleging their in-
volvement in gheraoing
him and vandalising his of-
fice that year.

But a day after congue-
ring Cannes, there wasnota

trace of rancour in Payal's
words, All she reflected was
the afterglow of an unprece-
dented triumph that she
oracefully shared with fel-
low filmmakers from India.
“It's a great feeling to re-
ceive this prize because the-
re are so many good films
from India alongside ours,
and we feel a part of the lar-
ger family of filmmakers.
We have three films from
FTII directors this time. My
FTII batchmate Maisam
Ali’'s film ‘In Retreat’ is the
first Indian entry to Cannes’
ACID sidebar (Association
for the Diffusion of Indepen-
dent Cinema),” she told TOI
from the French Riviera.

P Film on FTIi stir, P11

travel far & wide

'he nondescript village

of Dadpur in Uluberia,
in Bengal's Howrah dis-
triet, literally rises with
string melody and sleeps
with it as most of its 250-o0dd
households are engaged in
making sitars, surbahars
and guitars, reports Ka-
malendu Bhadra. Dad-
pur’s instruments have tra-
velled far and wide, across
the country and abroad. Ma-
ny in the village have shit-
ted to making instruments
from other professions.

However, most craftsmen
complained that they did not
make enough money in spite
of their full-time engage-
mentand the high market va-
lue of their instruments. P8

Team KKR celebrate in Chennai. Only C5K and MI have won more IPL titles than KKR

» KKR beat SRH by 8 wickets
to win their third IPL title.
Spearheaded by Starc (2/14) &
Russell (3/19), KKR dismissed
their opponents for just 113,
the lowest-ever total in an IPL
final, before Venkatesh (52*) &
Gurbaz (39)won it in 10.3 overs

» |t was KKR's hat-trick of
wins over SRH this time, having
heaten them both in the league
stage and also in the qualifier

> |t was a special night for KKR
mentor Gautam Gambhir, who
captained the franchise to IPL
titles in 2012 and "14

> The spell of 8/81 by KKR
pacers (Starc 2, Russell 3, Rana
2, Arora 1 wkt) is the 2nd best
performance by a pace attack
in a playoff game in IPL, behind
9/107 by MI vs CSK at Eden
Gardens in 2013 final

FULL COVERAGE | P 15 & 16
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Innocent Lives Snuffed Out On Dark Night

Among Bereaved, Man Who Had Yet To See His Baby & Couple Who Lost 2 Kids Earlier

Photos: Jatin Kumar

Abhay & Siddhivi Singh | Ty

New Delhi: Ritik Chaudhary;
a farmer from Bulandshahr,
had been visiting Baby Care
New Born Hospital in Vivek
Vihar daily for the past week,
paying Rs 10,000 each time to
seehisbaby who was experien-
cing breathing difficulties and
other issues. On Sunday, una-
ware of the tragic fire that had
engulfed the hospital the night
before, Chaudhary was on his
way to get his child discharged
for a ceremony back home,

He learned about the dead-
Iv blaze from a cousin in Delhi
and arrived at the hospital to
discover that his baby was
among those who had peris-
hed. Chaudhary had not vet fo-
und the strength to inform his
wife and family about the he-
artbreakingloss.

Many family members of
the survivors and the deceased
only found out about the inci-
dent on Sunday morning. Pa-
wan Kasana, a 27-vear-old UP
Police constable from Bagh-
pat, lost his six-day-old daugh-
ter, who was being treated for

WHAT
HAPPENED

newborns died

and 5 were
severely injured
after a fire broke
out at Baby Care
New Born Hospital

L H‘
in Vivek Vihar f

Time

ll-sopm

" DELHI
ARRESTED &
Naveen Kichi, owner .
of the hraspital e

Dr Akash, on +:Iu1::,r at =
the time

ABOUT THE
FACILITY

» A ground floor,
a first floor and a
terrace

» Testing machines
for kids on ground
floor; kids admitted
on the first floor

> Several oxygen
cylinders kept at the

L'l'__.

i:‘!.u-it"'*'fl

HAPPENED

Fire broke out at
11.25pm; firemen
and cops received
S0S alert by
11.30pm

12 fire tenders,

70 firefighters sent
to the spot

Witnesses said
several blasts

occurred and
oxygen cylinders
were thrown up in
the air

A dozen bahies
were rescued with
help from residents:
they were rushed
to another hospital
where six were
declared dead

an infection, in the fire. Kasa- ik Elnl:rance

na was on election duty when | > Residents say

he heard about the birth of his hﬂﬁﬂ_'tal had been

first child and had not even se- running for the last

en her once. The family had vet 3-4 years

to inform the baby's mother, > Victims' families

Bharti, about the tragedy, bla- say no one was

ming the hospital’s negligence allowed to stay at

for the child's death. the hospital; parents
The situation outside a near- were allowed to

by rescue centre where some of meet babies from

the rescued babies were taken 2pm- 4pm

was chaotic. Rajkumar; 26, from

Ghaziabad, shared his story: “1  well-being after a DINA match.

admitted my baby girl four days
ago as she had fever. She was sup-
posed to be discharged today, I've
been frantically running from
hospital to mortuary to the re-
scue centre, frving to find out if
my child has survived. | have be-
en looking at photos, videos and
body tags.” Rajkumar and his
wife had lost their first child, and
thefamily was praying that their
baby girl was alive, but police sa-
id they could only confirm her

Every family at the scene
and mortuary expressed one
significant regret: that they
weren't present to try and save
their little ones. The hospital
allegedly only allowed famili-
es to visit the babies between 2
pm and 4 pm when they collec-
ted the daily bills. Shakuntla, a
relative, said, “If they couldn't
protect our children, why did
thev tell us to leave? We could
have slept on the road. We reg-

ret spending so much and put-
ting our child in a private unit.
Owur baby might have been sa-
fer in a govt hospital; at least
they would have let us see her,
at least they would have infor-
med us when it happened.”

The scene at G'T'B Hospital
mortuary was heart-rending,
with wails and cries of despair
all around.

Amit Sharma, a relative
of one of the infants who pas-
sed away, revealed that the fa-

RESCUE OPAND
GOOD SAMARITANS

» The firefighters
entered the hospital
from the rear entry

» They placed a
wooden ladder, broke
the window glass

» Removed small
cabins under which

» Residents took
them to hospital in
their cars

POLICE ACTION & PROBE

» 304 (culpable homicide not amounting to murder),
308 (attempt to commit culpable homicide) of IPC

» Raids conducted in Rajasthan and Haryana to nab
owner, last location was traced to Jaipur

» Cops probing if an illegal oxygen cylinder filling
exercise was being carried out; ascertaining if the
fire started in the generator and a nearby pole: will
contact electricity department and experts

» Delhi Medical Council will be asked for a report

mily had already endured the
loss of two children.

“The previous year, they
experienced the tragic loss of
a stillborn baby, and prior to
that, they suffered the heart-
breaking loss of another child
shortly after conception. The
child'’s father, Vinod Sharma,
operates an online business,”
Sharma said.

Shahnaaz Khatoon, 44, the
grandmother of a five-day-old
baby, said: “When our grand-

childfell sick, hum paise ke pee-
che nahi gaye, bache ke
peeche gave’ (we didn't think
about the money, but only
about our child). We were re-
ferred from a hospital in Bha-
janpura to this facility. We did
everything we could, collec-
ting money every 24 hours,
spending thousands by borro-
wing or dipping into savings.
Imagine hearing about the
death of your own child thro-
ughanewspaper?

Bodies to be handed over

after DNA match:

pContinued from P1

3 l The hodies will be handed
over to the parents after
DNA match confirms
their identities, cops said. Po-

lice suspectashorteircuittrig-

| the babies were kept geredtheblaze.
» Newborns were _ “During inspection of hos-
taken out and handed pital and examination of staff,
over to residents it was found that there was no

fire extinguisher, improper en-
irv exit, absence of emergency
exit, deployment of BAMS doc-
tor ete. Therefore, more strin-
gent sections were added to the
FIR,” DCP (Shahdara) Sure-
nder Chaudhary said.

In all, there were seven
deaths reported after the blaze.
Confusion prevailed around the
death of the seventh baby, who
the hospital claimed had died at
9pm, before the blaze started.
Cops said they would verifv this
from the autopsy report. The
post-mortem of the victims was
conducted at GTE Hospital,

After receiving a SOS call,
around 12 fire tenders, cops and
crime & forensic experts rushed
to the spot and began dousing
and rescue operations. Witness-
es recounted the terrifving or-
deal, describing a series of ex-
plosions that rocked the area.
They reported seeing oxvgen
cylinders propelled into the air
as the fire raged out of control.
They heard at least six blasts.

Sarika Jain, a resident liv-
ing in close proximity to the
hospital, was about to enter
her home when an explosion
occurred. The force of the
blast flung her several metres,
leaving her with injuries. Sim-
ilarly, there was a close escape
for a woman and her two
daughters who were living on
the second tloor of the build-
ing. They, however, lost their
opticals shop in the incident.

Rajni Oberoi, who lives ad-
jacent tothe hospital, said: “Ini-

Police

Witnesses reported seeing oxygen cylinders propelled into the air as
the fire raged out of control at the hospital in east Delhi's Vivek Vihar

PM announces ex gratia of 72 lakh each

rime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday said the fire tragedy ata

hospital in east Delhi was “heart-rending” and announced an ex
gratia of Rs 2 lakh for the next of kin of each deceased. “The fire
tragedy at a hospital in Delhi is heart-rending. My thoughts are with
the bereaved families in this incredibly difficult time. | pray that
thoseinjured recover at the earliest,” the PM saidina poston X. The
PMO further said Rs 50,000 will be given to each of the injured. rm

tially, we thought there was an
issue with the transformer
when the blasts began. [ heard
three consecutive explosions,
and by the time we reached the
road in front of the hospital, 8-9
blasts had already occurred.
The impact was so intense that
the AC unit in the adjacent
building also caught fire.”
When cops started search-
ing for the accused owner, they
found him missing, His last lo-
cation was traced to Jaipur
Raids were conducted and he
was summoned to join the in-
vestigation. He appeared be-
fore police in the evening and
was arrested. An FIR under
IPC Sections 304 (culpable
homicide), 308 (attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide), 336
(negligent conduct with fire)
and 34 (common intention)

was filed, and a special team
formed to investigate the case.
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi said in a statement: “The
premises was found consisting
of ground and first floor and
was constructed in 2001-02 and
the baby care hospital in this
building has been in operation
gince 2015. This building was
built under the sanctioned
building plan. In this context,
‘Other Activities' (including
nursing/hospital  activities)
are allowed under Chapter 15.0
Mixed Use Regulations of Mas-
ter Plan. It 1s also pertinent to
submit that in a case titled as
‘Delhi Medical Association
V/oUOI&Ors’ therearedirec-
tions of the high court of Delhi
not to take any coercive action
against such activities ie
nursing/hospital activities.”

Hospital licence had expired, doctors Bravehearts tried to save as many as possible
not qualified for newborn care: Cops

Abhay@atimesgroup.com

New Delhi: An investigation by
police has uncovered glaring lap-
ses in the operations of New Born
Baby Care Hospital in Vivek Vihar
where a devastating fire occurred
on Saturday night, resulting inthe
deaths of six newborns.

The probe revealed that the ho-
spital's licence had expired on
March 31 this year, yet it continu-
ed to operate without any obsta-
cles. Further, it appears that the
doctors lacked the necessary qua-
lifications and expertise to provi-
de care for newborns requiring
neo-natal intensive care.

According to DCP (Shahdara)
surender Chaudhary, their inquiry
disclosed that the doctors held onlv
BAMS (Bachelors in Avurvedic
Medicine) degrees. The hospital al-
solacked afire extinguisher and an
emergency exit, which are crucial
incase of any unforeseen events.

Police are also investigating the
possibility of an illegal oxvgen cy-

linder filling operation at
the hospital. This line of in-
quiry was initiated after as
many as 32 oxyegen cylinders
were found at the scene and
nelighbours reported suspi-

wed the hospital had four
branches, with the others
located in Punjabi Bagh,
Faridabad and Gurgaon.
They will also inspect the-
se centres. The accused ow-

cious activities. The hospi-

ner, Naveen Kichi, claimed

tal did not possess an NOC g‘aﬁm;fﬁ:f;l;’ to have pursued an MD in
from the fire department, C;E [r:uspitaly paediatric medicine, while

but the arrested owner clai-

med it was not required as
the hospital building was under 15
meters in height. The fire depart-
ment plans to evaluate the buil-
ding's height on Monday to ascerta-
inif an NOC was indeed necessary.
Concerning the expired licen-
ce, a senior officer stated, *“The 1i-
cence, issued by Director General
of Health Services — which co-
mes under Delhi govt— was valid
only until March 31. Even as per
the expired licence, the hospital
was supposed to be operational
for five beds onlv However, at the
time of the incident, 12 newborn
children were admitted there.”
Police said initial probe sho-

his wife, Jagriti, a dentist,
was involved in running
the hospital too.

Police are now concentrating
on definitively determining the
cause of the fire. Some withesses
said there was afire in the genera-
tor and a nearby pole, which led to
the incident. Cops have contacted
Delhi govt's electricity depart-
mentandexpertstoassesstherea-
son behind the fire. “Anelectricin-
spection report from electric in-
spector is being obtained. A re-
port is also being obtained from
Delhi Fire Service.” said a police
officer: Delhi Medical Council has
been contacted as part of the ong-
oing investigation as well.

Siddhivi Singh & Abhay | Tnn

New Delhi: Firefighters and locals
faced a daunting task as the hospi-
tal guickly became engulfed in fla-
mes. Despite the challenges, they
managed to rescue around a dozen
infants through their bravery and
quick thinking, although not all
could be saved.

Fire chief Atul Garg described
their strategy, which involved set-
ting uptwo teams. “One team started
firefighting because there was a
blast of cylinders... there was, in
fact, a chain of blasts... So, we had to
save the firemen as well. The second
team simultaneously started rescue
operations for babies,” he explained.

Thefirefighters, unable toenter
through the front, aceessed the bu-
ildingfromtherear withthe helpof
a ladder provided by a local resi-
dent. They entered through the
windows and carefully handed the
babiestotheresidents outside, who
then rushed them to another hospi-
tal. “We removed all 12 babies from
the burning hospital, but unfort-
unately, we could not save all of
them,” Gargadded.

Flrefighters had a daunting task on their hands as the blaze spread ||:1un:hzlz.|I

The residents of C Block in Vi-
vek Vihar were quick to respond to
the emergency. Inderpreet Singh
and several women placed a ladder
against the building, receiving the
infants from the firefighters and
transporting them to hospitals in
their vehicles.

Vinay Narang, the RWA presi-
dent of Vivek Vihar, shared his ex-
perience with TOI. Awakened by

screams and explosions, he attemp-
ted to enter the hospital but found
noway in. “I navigated through the
chaos, with nurses breaking glass
from behind to evacuate the child-
ren. I took five children from their
hands and put them in my car, rus-
hing them to a hospital. Sadly, one
of themdied duetolack of oxygen,”
he recounted. Narang also descri-
bed how they blocked the road to

protect motorists and pedestrians
from the exploding cylinders,
which were flung hundreds of me-
ters away. He questioned the legali-
ty and safety of refuelling cylin-
ders on the ground floor of such a
sensitive area and called for govt
actiontoprevent similar tragedies.

Jitender Singh Shunty, aloeal po-
litician, also participated in the re-
scue and relief operations alongside
his son, alerting ambulances to
transport the babies to another ho-
spital. Nurses from the hospital assi-
sted in the rescue efforts, unlocking
cabins to remove the infants. Aruni-
ma Sharma, a school administrator
from Dilshad Garden, joined the
nursing attendants in rushing the
babies to another hospital in Na-
rang'scar. These courageous actions
led to the miraculous survival of at
least five babies. Dinesh Kumar, a42-
vear-old man, expressed relief upon
learning that his eight-day-old niece
had been rescued from the blaze. 1
was delivering milk in the area
when I saw a crowd at the hospital
and informed my brother, Madhu-
raj. We were so relieved to know she
had been rescued,” he said.

06 hospital blazes in 2 yrs in city

why it takes an extra toll on firemen

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: On February 26,
amassive fire erupted at Nay-
ak Hospital in central Delhi,
necessitating the evacuation
of more than 50 individuals,
including patients and staff,
from the seven-story emer-
gency block building.

Therewasaseriesof simi-
laroccurrences in the past ve-
ar, such as the rescue of 20in-
fants from a newborn hospi-
tal in Dwarka and theevacua-
tion of over 100 patients due
to a fire in endoscopy unit at
ATIMS. In the last two years,
Delhi has experienced 66 ho-
spital fire incidents, with 30
cases reported in 2022 and 36
in the previous year.

Atul Garg, director of Del-
hi Fire Service, emphasised
that responding to hospital fi-
reswasone of the most deman-
ding challenges faced by their
department. Fire officials ela-
borated on the need for additio-
nal personnel and time to eva-
cuate patients while simulta-
neously fighting the flames.

Whenahospital reportsafi-
re, the fire services dispatch
the maximum number of re-

Hospital fires -r*a
2023 I 36 [;
2022 N 30 O
Firecalls 8,201
I[JanaMay . 5,970

2024 2023

OVER 8K FIRE CﬂLLS IN Ist 5 MTHS

» Evacuate immediately
» Take the stairs
» Don't jump out from

» Use advanced smoke

» Install automatic sprinklers
» Ensure fire extinguishers
are accessible, maintained
» Regularly inspect electrical

detectors, sensors, fire alarms |

What to do if a fire breaks out in a confined space

]

How to ensure safety in buildings

the building in panic
» |f exit is blocked, stand near
the windows, break the glass

. wirings and equipment

. » Store flammable material at

. designated, secure areas

. » Keep clear evacuation routes

. »Don't lock the terrace, dont
keep anything at staircase

scue vehiclesto the location, re-
cognising the potential for a
large number of people tobe af-
fected. The presence of pati-
ents with varving levels of mo-
bility complicates the evacua-
tion process, requiring tailored
emergency plans. The chal-
lenge intensifies when dealing

withachildren’s hospital.
“Unlike typical fire rescu-
es, firefighters cannot use lad-
ders or physically lift people.
This necessitates careful plan-
ning between staff and respon-
ders to ensure patient safety
throughout the evacuation,
prioritising well-being and mi-

nimising harm,"” he said.

Fire officials pointed out
that most hospitals have in-
adequate arrangements, in-
cluding the need for wider
staircases. When hospitals
apply for a non-objection cer-
tificate from the fire depart-
ment, they are instructed to
build staircases with a larger
width to facilitate the easy
evacuation of patients on
stretchersduring arescue.

Another fire official emp-
hasised the importance of
compartmentation on every
hospital floor, allowing for
the swift relocation of pati-
ents in an emergency. “Du-
ring a fire, they have five to
siXx minutes to rescue the
trapped people. So, there is a
need for compartmentation,”
the official said.

Compartmentation is a bu-
ilding design and construction
technique that effectively ma-
nages risks by dividing a buil-
ding into separate sections
using fire-resistant materials.
The official also stressed the
necessity of proper smokeeva-
cuation passages in hospitals
to remove smoke buildup du-
ringfire incidents.

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi govt on
Sunday ordered a magisteri-
al inguiry into the fire trage-
dy in east Delhi that killed six
newborns, Divisional com-
missioner Ashwani Kumar
directed the district magist-
rate of Shahdara district to
ingquire into the fire that oc-
curred on Saturday night.
Earlier in the day, alleging
that the health secretary was
not responding to calls and
messages, Delhi health mini-
ster Saurabh Bharadwaj direc-
ted the chief secretary, through
a letter, to ensure a speedy inqu-
iry into the incident. “Though
this incident occurred around

11.30 pmon May 25, I got to know
about it through a media flash
on the morning of May 26. I tri-
ed callingthe secretary (health)
multiple times and left him ma-
ny WhatsApp messages, but he

REDUCED TO ASHES

has not responded yet, Therefo-
re, 1 visited the incident spot
alone,” he claimed.

Bharadwaj said that as he
was “not” able tocommunicate
with secretarv (health). who

latin kumar

and Delhi govt orders magisterial inquiry into tragedy

headsdepartmentof health, he
was sending thisnote with aco-
py to the chief secretary sothat
a quick inquiry could be laun-
ched into the matter. The chief
secretary did not respond to
Bharadwaj’s comments,
Bharadwaj, meanwhile,
sought to know the names and
designations of officers or pri-
vate individuals responsible
for the negligence that caused
the fire. “Ensure free treat-
ment of rescued children in
the best private hospital (un-
der Farishtey scheme) and ex-
pedite the compensation to the
families of the deceased and
injured,” he said. He also de-
manded the expedited arrests
of those running the hospital.

CM, LG ofter condolences, promise strict action

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Describing the death of six
babies in the Vivek Viharfire incident as
“heartbreaking,” chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday promised strict ac-

the chief secretary to initiate a probe into the
incident. In a post on ‘X', Saxena offered his
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved famili-
es, “lassure all relief and will ensure that the
guilty are brought to book,” he wrote.

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachde-

what the fault of those innocent children
was even before they fully opened their ey-
es. Thisisnotjustanaccident butacase of
murder due to the negligence of Delhi
govt. Whoever is guilty in this case should
be severely punished,” he stated.

tionagainst the guilty. “Weall stand with
those wholost thelr innocent children in
this accident. The govt and officials are
busy providing treatment to the injured
at the spot. The cause of the incident is
being investigated, and whoever is re-
sponsible for this negligence will not be
spared,” the CM said.

Lieutenant governor VK Saxenadirected

va, alongwith the party’s East Delhi candi-
date Harsh Malhotra, visited the site of
the fire. Sachdeva expressed grief over the
deaths of the children and assured that
BJP was ready to assist the grieving fami-
lies in every possible way He also met the
family whose house next to the hospital
was damaged, leading to injury to three,
“The Kejriwal govt should explain

Sachdevaalleged that there had been nu-
merous incidents of major fires in Delhi, but
the fire department had failed to carry out
its responsibility He further alleged that,
like many other departments of Kejriwal
govt, the fire department had also become a
denof criminal negligence and corruption.

Delhi govt did not respond to
the allegations.
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Smoke On Staircase Made
Escape Tough For Residents

Only Mode Of Exit Was From Back Of Bldg Through Balconies

k- Continued from P1

fficials said that the
( charred remains of a66-
vear-old woman, Promi-

la ".Sadh. were discovered
on the first floor of the build-

ing. Two others, identified as
18-vear-old Keshav Sharma
and his mother, 39-vear-old
Anju Sharma, were declared
brought dead by doctors.
Survivors and neigh-
bours recounted the harrow-

ing experience, stating that
the staircase was filled with
smoke, making it tough for
residents to escape. The only
mode of exit was from the
back of the building through
the balconies. “The blaze

FIVE HOURS OF HORROR

A fire broke out at a four-
storey residential building,
killing 3 and injuring 10
Time | 2.35am, Saturday
Location -

West Azad Nagar,
Krishna Nagar, east Delhi

VICTIMS
» First-floor resident

> A single staircase was the
only entry/exit point

s

Phiotos: Jatin Kurmar

the first floor and smoke filled up |
the rest of the floors

Promila Sadh (66) CAUSE “\go u:; &
> Fourth-floor residents [ _ OF FIRE “c"i T e
Anju Sharma (39) and son | Shtf’;:éﬁ'é;t e PN o ]
Keshav Sharma (18) \ WHAT HAPPENED
. » The fire originated in the stilt | » One charred body was
ol : “'l :I'“g parking area, where at leasta | found on the first floor
> Ground (stilt) + 4 dozen two-wheelers were parked | 5 19
| people
6 floors structure E » Five fire tenders, | rescued from :-_‘-.“&
#“Ml > Spread over 100- 30 firefighters rushed | upper floors
110 square yards W@L¥g" to the spot - and taken to
> Around 13-14 residents > The blaze quickly spreadto | hospitals

» Two people died

" during treatment

Police action and probe

> Commercial activity was being carried
out on the ground floor of the building

» Cops found that the
owner of an electric
two-wheeler had left his
vehicle on charge

» The vehicle caught

| fire, which spread to the
electric meter and then

engulfed all three floors

of the building
> FIR filed
» Cops will conduct probe before making
any arrest, they said

F<

SECTIONS ==
304A (causing
death due to
negligence),

285 (negligent
conduct wrt fire),
337 (causing
grievous hurt),
427 (mischief)

spread to the first floor of the
apartment while the second,
third and fourth werealsoim-
pacted by heat and smoke,” a
resident said.

Speaking about the res-
cue, a senior police officer
said that they rescued two
people from first floor while
five people were rescued
from the second floor. The
third floor was vacant and
others were rescued from
the fourth floor. Neighbour
Sapna Sadh's hands trem-
bled as she recalled the pre-
vious night and described
it as staring death in the
face: “I was awakened by
blood-curdling SCreams
from the back of the affected
building. When I stepped out
onto the balcony, 1 saw the
entire building engulfed in
smoke. [ immediately
rushed to the terrace and
fetched mv ladder.”

Sadh and her husband,
who live opposite the build-
ing, acted quickly, saving at
least 7-8 lives. “I placed a lad-
der connecting our balcony
to the other building, allow-
ing several residents to es-
cape from the back. Many
sustained burn injuries,” she
said. “1 was just praying that
everyone in the building
would be rescued.”

DCP Chaudhary said they
had registered an FIR under
IPC Sections 285 (negligent
conductwithrespecttofireor
combustible matter), 304A
(causing death by negli-
gence), 337 (causing hurt by
act endangering life or per-
sonal safety of others) and
427 (mischief causing dam-
age to the amount of Rs 50) at
Krishna Nagar police station
and investigation is being
carried out. “Post-mortem of
the bodies were conducted,”
said the police officer.

lO days after Class XII cheer, teen dies in fire

Siddhivi.Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: "Only 10 days
ago, we celebrated my nep-
hew's Class XII results. Now,
I'm standing in a mortuary,
awaiting his post-mortem re-
sults,” said Sachin Sharma,
the uncle of 18-vear-old Kes-
hav who was among the three
people who died in the Krish-
na Nagarfire.

Keshav's mother and Sa-
chin's sister, Anju (39) too di-
ed. The family — Anju, hus-
band Devender, and Keshav

-lived on the fourth floor of
the building. The mother and
son seem to have died of suf-
focation while trying to esca-
pedown the staircase.

Devender, the father and
sole breadwinner of the fa-
mily who has a shop nearby,
1s in a critical condition in
a hospital.

In the mortuary, Sachin

was inconsolable. "By the
time I reached, my sister
and nephew were wrapped
in sheets, my brother-in-
law was on a stretcher. My
sister, who was always there
for my family in the good
and bad times. is now gone.
Now, I'll be carrying my
nephew’s body on my shoul-
der, He was like my son," he
said amid wails.

The Sharmas described
Keshav as a jovial and ambi-
tious kid who wanted to join
Delhi Police and was looking
at I'T courses for college. "Our
entire family made sure that
Keshav studied well and we
did whatever we could so that
he could receive the best edu-
cation,” Ashwini Sharma,
another relative said.

Among the deceased was
68-yvear-old Promila Sadh,
who lived on the first floor.
She was charred to death be-
fore she could escape, survi-

NCPCR team visits
east Delhi hosp, to
submit report today

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A team from Na-
tional Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights visi-
ted the private children's ho-
spital ineast Delhi's Vivek Vi-
har where a fire left six
newborns dead on Sunday
Based on the team’s report
whether the hospital was
complying with fire safety,
building code and other man-
datory norms, the commis-
sion is likely to send its re-
commendations to Delhi govt
on Monday.

In a post on X, NCPCR
chairperson Privank Kano-
ongo said the commission
had taken cognisance of the
fire and the newborns' de-
aths. “An NCPCR team visi-
ted the hospital and they will
submitareportfirstthingon
Mondaymorning. Wewill ac-
cordingly decide on what ac-
tion needs to be taken,” Ka-
noongo told TOL.

He said in 2021, the com-
mission had taken cognisan-
ce of deaths of infants in ho-
spitals due to fire in Bhanda-
ra in Maharashtra and Bho-
pal in Madhva Pradesh and
written to chief secretaries
of all states and Union Terri-
tories recommending mea-
sures and seeking action ta-
ken reports to prevent such
incidents.

In his Nov 9, 2021, letter,
Kanoongo cited the Bhanda-
ra and Bhopal cases and said,
“To prevent recurrence of fi-

Ina post on X, NCPCR
chairperson Priyank
Kanoongo said the
commission had taken
cognisance of the fire
and the newborns'
deaths. ‘An NCPCR te-
am visited the hospital
and they will submit a
report first thing on
Monday morning. We
will accordingly decide
on what action needs
to be taken,’ Kanoongo
told TOI

re incidents in hospitals, the
commission recommends
that fire safety audits should
be undertaken in all hospi-
tals/medical colleges/nur-
sing homes having NICU, PI-
CU, SNCU and other medical
facilities for children.”

He added, “We had sought
compliance reports from all
states. We will now review
what was the district compli-
ancestatusof Delhi. The com-
mission will also write to all
states again to focus on pre-
ventive measures,”

The commission had also
asked all states to ensure that
medical facilities meant for
children should get ‘'no objec-
tion certificate’ from the fire
department and renewal sho-
uld be done only after they
met the norms.

vorssaid.

Neighbours described the
Sadhs as cordial and loving.
A friend of the family who
wished to remain anonymo-
us, said; "Sonam (Promila’s
daughter) worked as a yoga
instructor in the citv Her
maother Promila was a gentle
soul, supporting thetfamily in
everv way"

Residents said that when
the fire erupted, Sonam rus-
hed to save the family. While
her son and father managed
to escape, she braved the fla-
mes looking for her mother,
who was charred by then. So-
nam has suffered 15% burns
andisinahospital.

Loose hanging wires, nar-
row lanes and cramped buil-
dings define West Azad Na-
gar, where the blaze happe-
ned. Residents voiced con-
cern that on a mere
100-110-acre land, four-floor
buildings were built without

any safety measures in place.
“There are around 10 flats in
the building with multiple
people living there plus com-
mercial units below." a ne-
ighbour said. They questio-
ned how the authorities app-
roved the building plan,
which was a sitting duck to
sucha hazard.

At Chhachhi Building,
Abhishek Agarwal (37), who
was rescued, exited the
charred building with not-
hing but a key in his soot-co-
vered hands. He and his fa-
mily of five lived at the back-
side of thesecond floor. “The
smoke and heat filled the en-
tire building, jamming the
doors and blocking vision.
However, ] managed to save
my family by exiting thro-
ugh the other side," he said.
"My house is just ashes. The
sight of my neighbours dy-
ing in front of me has scar-
red my family," he said.

Prof moves HC against order quashing his appointment as pro VC

New Delhi: Professor Egbal
Hussain has approached Delhi
High Courtchallenginga sing-
le judge's order quashing his
appointment as the pro vice
chancellor and subsequently
as officiating Vice Chancellor
(VC)of Jamia Millia [slamia.
Hussain's appeal is listed
for hearing on Monday beforea
division benchof Justices Rek-

ha Palli and Saurabh Banerjee.

Thehigh court had on May
22 gquashed the appointment
of Hussain as the pro VC and
subsequently as officiating
VC of Jamia, holding that the
appointments were not made
in conformity with the rele-
vant statute.

Ithad, however, directed to
ensure that the academic and

administrative machinery of
the university does not suffer
or come to a complete halt and
that fresh appointment to the
post of officiating VC be made
within one week.

Thecourthadalsoasked the
'Visitor', whoisthe President of
India, to order initiation of the
process of appointing aregular
VC in the meantime.

“A writ of Quo Warranto
is issued quashing the appo-
intment of respondent no.2
{Hussain)at thefirst instance
as pro VC by office order da-
ted Sept 14, 2023 and as officia-
ting VIC by office order dated
Nov12, 2023.

On Sept 14, 2023, then VO
had appointed Hussain as the
pro VCof JMI. pmi
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Revised Voter Turnout For Delhi
At 58.7%, NE Tops Chart At 62.9%

Seelampur In NE Delhi, Matia Mahal In Chandni Chowk Top 2 Assembly Areas

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Election
Commission of India revised
the voter turnout in Delhi to
28.7% on Sunday through its
mobile application.

The North East Delhi par-
liamentary constituency con-
tinued to top the turnoutchart
with 62.9% of the electorate
exercising theirright to vote.

The Delhi electoral office
lateon Saturday estimated the
turnout in the seven Lok Sab-
ha seats to be 58.7%. Sources

Sources said multiple
factors — intense heat,
the weekend and a
general indifference —
caused a drop in the
turnout of more than
2.5 percentage points

said multiple factors — inten-
se heat, the weekend and a ge-
neral indifference — caused a
drop in the turnout of more
than 2.5 percentage points
compared to the last general
election in 2019 when 60.6% of
the electors voted. In the 2014
election, the voting percenta-
gewascalculated at 65.1%.

No updated data was pro-
vided by the Delhi electoral
office on Sunday.

Delhi voted in the sixth
phase of the election. Coun-
ting of votes will be onJuned,

The last two elections in
2014 and 2019 saw the BJP win
all seven seats, while the
Congress had swept the polls
7-01in 2009,

On Saturday, North East
Delhi was the only constituen-
cy where over 60% of people

Transfers, heat & holidays: Reasons why
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Babarpur [ 56 Kasturba Nagar [N 52.8
Seema Puri I 64,8 Tughlagabad N 52.4
Rohtas Nagar I 4.7 Okhla I 51
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cameout tovote, while the New
Delhi constituency saw the le-
ast turnout at 55.4%. Three

more constituencies — East
Delhi (59.5%), West Delhi
(58.8%), and Chandni Chowk

(58.6%) — returned figures
more than the Delhi average.
The late-night revision of

numbers also caused chang-
es inthefinal turnout indiffe-
rent assembly segments.

As per the revised data,
the Seelampur assembly
area in North East Delhi re-
turned with the best turnout
of 68.68%, followed by Matia
Mahal in Chandni Chowlk at
67.18%.

Gokalpur (67.09% ), Mus-
tafabad (66.86%), Babarpur
(66.03%), Seema Puri
(64.79%), and Rohtas Nagar
(64.66% ) are the other assem-
bly segments in North East
Delhi where people came out
in big numbers to vote,

Among the poor perfor-
mers, Model Town in Chand-
ni Chowk topped the list with
justa49.8% turnout, followed
by Palam (50.1% ), Mehrauli
(51%), Okhla (51%), Tughla-
gabad (52.4%), and Kasturba
Nagar (52.8%).

Of the bottom 10 assembly
segments, four — Palam, Meh-
rauli, Okhla, and Kalkaji -
are part of the South Delhi
parliamentary constituency,
while three — Kasturba Na-
gar, RK Puram and Karol
Bagh - are from the New Del-
hiLok Sabha area.

Trilokpuri (63.2%) recor-
ded the highest voter turnout
in the East Delhi parliamen-
tary constituency, Rohini
(62.6% ) in North West Delhi,
Madipur(62%) in West Delhi,
Rajendra Nagar (59.4%) in
New Delhi, and Ambedkar
Nagar(58.6%) in South Delhi
recorded the highest turnout
in the respective seats.

Timarpur (54.6%) recor-
ded the lowest voter turnout
in North East Delhi, while
Adarsh Nagar was the lowest
in Chandni Chowk.

city’s upscale areas saw lower turnouts

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The New Delhi
and South Delhi Lok Sabha
constituencies, home to the
capital's most affluent areas
and numerous high-profile
residents, among them bu-
reaucrats, judges and politi-
cians, recorded the lowest vo-
ter turnouts of the seven par-
liamentary constituencies
during Saturday's polling.

The turnout percentage in
the New Delhi constituency
was 55.4%, followed by South
Delhi constituency at 56.5%.

In stark contrast, North
East Delhi, which has the
most undeveloped areas of
the capital, saw the highest
furnout at62.3%.

Resident welfare associa-
tionsand party insiders high-
lighted several factors that
may have contributed to the
low turnout in New Delhiand
South Delhi.

One reason is the large
number of govt officials and
armed personnel residing in
the New Delhi assembly cons-
tituency. Due to the nature of

their jobs, many had been re-
cently transferred out of Del-
hi, but their names still on the
electoralrolls. Delhi hasasub-
stantial presence of armed
forces personnel, which may
have impacted the voter tur-
nout in these specific areas.

Besides this, the swelte-
ring heat, coupled with sum-
mer holidays, could have
dragged down the voting per-
centage further,

Officials said govit emplo-
vees make up the majority of
the New Delhi assembly se-
at's population. They have a
transferable job. One of the
reasons for low turnout could
also be the relocation of govt
employees from Sarojini Na-
oar. “Itisoneof theseven govt
colonies identified by the
Centre where the old quar-
ters were to make way for
25,000 new flats,” he said.

Senior vice-president of
Greater Kailash Residents’
Association Mahesh Kumar
sald, “Wemade arrangements
for e-rickshaws in the consti-
tueney so voting was good in
the area. But overall, due to

Tarun Ranwal

New Delhi constituency recorded the lowest turnout among the 7 seats

the heat and summer holida-
ys, many people had left.”

“We do programme in our
locality where we felicitate the
meritorious students, Out of
eight children who got award,
two were out with family”

A senior BJP functionary
said that for party workersal-
s0 it was challenging to bring
out people from posh areas as
they live in gated colonies,

Rajendra Bharadwaj, are-
sident of South Extension,
said that posh areas coming
out lesser than other areas to
votewasatrend and thistime
there was Buddha Purnima.
S0, some people made italong
weekend break.

New Delhi constituency
has posh neighbourhoods
such as Defence Colony, Grea-
ter Kailash, South Extension
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( 1928 - 2007 )

DEATH
ANNIVERSARY

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF OUR BELOVED

ASHA JAUHARI
27.05.1939-

26.05,2023

A year gone without yvour
smile
Your warm words stay
with us all the while

Tn Lowing Wemargy of

HEM RAJ MAHRIAN

(1926 - 1988)

You may have passed from
this world but you can never
pass from our hearts...
Love you forever

Thanks for being such
a legend *Dadu’

Devi, Adit}:a and

In Everlasting Memory of
Shri Pran Nath Seth

You live in our hearts,
thoughts & actions. Your
simplicity & selflessness
acted as an unbelievable
strength to the joint
family to sustain. Rakesh, Ranjana,Gauri,
Ashwani, Ganesh, Amba, Poorvi & Seths

while South Delhi has areas
such as Vasant Vihar and Va-
sant Kunj where people from
affluent sections live,

In South Delhi also has a
sizable rural population with
cluster of nearlyv 100 villages
across Lado Sarai, Palam, Ka-
pashera,andadjoiningareas.
A senior functionary of the
INDIA bloc said that while
overall percentage has also
not been great, the cadres in
South Delhi were not able to
bring people out the way it
did in other places. “This is
for both parties AAP and
BJE™ he said.

Pramjeet Sejwal, a resi-
dent of Lado Sarai, said:
“There was a culture in villa-
oes where elders used to
huddle at a place at some dis-
tance from the polling sta-
tion. Then they used to ensu-
re that people come out of the-
ir homes. This was missing.”

In New Delhi BJP's Bansu-
ri Swaraj is contesting aga-
inst AAP MLA Somnath
Bharti. In South Delhi, BJP's
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri is figh-
tingagainst AAP's Ssahi Ram.

New Delhi: Traffic will be affected on roads surrounding Bha-
rat Mandapam on Mondaxw.
Police announced that a program would be organised at
Bharat Mandapam at 11.30 am on Monday. “A large gathering is
expected, which may affect traffic,” the officer said.
No vehicle will be allowed to halt or park on Mathura Road
and Bhairon Marg. General entry for the publicis not permitted.
“Vehicles found parked on these roads will be towed away and
prosecuted. Towed vehicles will be parked in the Traffic Pit in
front of Bhairon Mandir, Bhairon Marg,” the officer explained.
Bhairon Marg, Purana Quila Road, Shershah Road, W-Po-
int to Mathura Road, C-Hexagon, and India Gate are the routes
that need to be avoided, police said.

AAP claims
poll norms
flouted, BJP
hits back

Times News NETwWoORK

New Delhi: AAP candidate
from New Delhi, Somnath
Bharti, on Sunday alleged that
BJP had flouted rules as its bo-
oth in-charges at Malviva Na-
garand RK Puram kept pamph-
lets with party symbol and pho-
tos of the Prime Minister and
candidate on their table,
According to rules, no one
can campaign inside booth,
but presiding officer and poli-
ce did not check their bags, al-
leged Bharti, claiming, “When
two pamphlets were found in
my colleague's car, the vehicle
was seized, but no one said
anything about BJP campaig-
ning inside polling booth”.
“AAP polling agents and
those sitting on outside table
were not allowed to wear white
caps, but BJP's agent was sit-
ting wearing saffron T-shirt
and carrying saffron bags insi-
de polling booths,” he alleged.
Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
that the AAP candidate was
expressing disappointment
over his sure defeat.
*Somnath Bharti could not
match the personality of BJP
candidate Bansuri Swaraj in
any way, and that is why on
hundreds of polling booths his
table and polling agents went
missing vesterday,” he said.
“Bharti has known that he
is losing because his colleagu-
es did not support him during
the campaign. In some consti-
tuencies, he could campaign
thrice in three months becau-
se the legislators either did
not hold meetings or cancel-
led them at the last moment.”

Audi mows down
AIR staffer out for
a morning walk

Janak Dev Shah was flung in the air and landed 20 metres ahead

Avishek.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Noida: A 53-vear-old man out
for morning walk was
crushed to death by an Audi
near Gijhore village in Sector
53 on Sundayv morning.

Police said Janak Dev
Shah, who lived in Sector 53,
was a Group D emplovee with
All India Radio.

ACP Arvind Kumar said
Shah was on his way back
home when the accident oc-
curred near a primary school
around 6.30am.

“Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that the man
was walking on one side of
the road when a speeding car
ploughed into him from be-
hind and crushed him under
the wheels. The driver did not
stop as the man slumped to
the ground,” Kumar said.

CCTV footage sourced
from a camera on the road
showed Shah walking with a

can in his hand when the
white Audi crashed into him.
The collision was so powerful
that Shah was flung in the air
and landed on the road 20
metres ahead.

Shah's family members
lodged a complaint, following
which a case was registered
against the vehicle driver un-
der sections 279 (rash driv-
ing) and 304A (death due to
negligence)of the IPC.

“Two teams have been
formed to trace the driver and
carry out an investigation.
We are checking CCTV foot-
age of nearby areas. Inone of
the clips, a white car can be
seen, but the number plate
isn't visible,” he said.

Shah's family members
gaid he would go out for a walk
every morning and return
withmilk. “Today, he left home
around 6.20am. Merely 20 min-
utes had passed when we re-
ceived a call from police about
the accident,” a relative said.

SUV crashes into Noida e-way
divider & flips; man dies, 2 hurt

Avishek.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Noida: A 26-vear-old man
died and two of his friends
suffered injuries when the
SUV in which they were re-
turning home to Delhi froma
party crashed into a divider
on the Neida Expressway in
Sector 126 and turned turtlea
number of times.

The XUV 500, police said,
flipped past the service road
after hitting the divider and
landed on its side in the green
area. The accident occurred
around lam.

Vijay, a businessman from
Jaitpur in south Delhi, was
declared dead on arrival at a
hospital. Cousins Ashish
Thakur (24) and Arvan Ku-
mar (24), who are also from
Delhi, are undergoing treat-
ment for grievous injuries.

Pramod Kumar Singh, the
station house officer (SHO)
of Sector 126 police station,
said the three were among a
oroup of friends who werere-
turning from a party in Grea-
ter Noida in two cars.

“The nature of the acci-
dent shows that the car was
moving at high speed. After
crashing into the divider, it
landed on the greenarea after
flipping a number of times.
While Vijay was thrown out

Right to be heard

VICTIM FLUNG OUT OF SUV AFTER CRASH

Sunday, 1 am | Three cousins
returning home to Delhi in an
SUV from a party in Greater

Noida crash into a divider on

»Car flips past the
service road after

hitting the divider
and lands on its side in the
green area

»Vijay (26) is thrown out
of the SUV: he dies later

Noida Expressway in Sector 126 |

1

»His cousins Ashish Thakur
(24) and Aryan Kumar

(24) are stuck inside

the mangled car & Q
grievously injured

»A few of their friends, also
returning from the party in

a second car, rush to their
rescue

»A vehicle patrolling the
expressway also reaches

the spot

of the SUV, Ashish and Aryan
were inside the mangled car,”
said sub-inspector Yogesh
Chaudhury of the Sector 126
police outpost.

Chaudhury was in a vehi-
cle patrolling the expressway
when the accident occurred.
“We heard a loud crash and
hurried towards it. The SUV
had landed on its side in the
green area off the express-
way. One of the occupants
who was thrown out of the
carwastaken toaprivate hos-
pital, where he was declared
dead onarrival,” headded.

A second group of friends
who were moving in a car
ahead were alerted by the
crash. “They saw the accident
in the rear-view mirror. They

rushed back towards the SUV
and rushed Ashish and Arva-
na to a nearby hospital. The
two were then referred to a
health facility in Delhi,” the
sub-inspector added.

The cops will investigate
it the car was being driven
under the influence of alco-
hol. “But first, weneed tofind
out who was driving the car.
They were returning from a
party in Greater Noida when
they crashed into the divider,
We are trying to find out if
they were drunk,” Chaud-
harv said.

Vijay's body was handed
to his family members after
an autopsy. Nocomplaint had
been lodged into the case till
late on Sunday evening.

Will report threats

cannot be elevated
to aright to be
impleaded, says HC

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
has observed that the right to
be heard, given to a victimor a
complainant in a criminal ca-
se, cannot be elevated toaright
to be impleaded in a criminal
revision.
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RATE CARD

Justice Navin Chawla, hea-
ring a plea by a private compa-
ny challenging a trial court or-
der, dismissed its applications
seeking impleadment and to be
heard in all the pending revi-
sion petitions concerning a
cheating case.

"The right would remain

subordinate to that of the pub-
lic prosecutor and, therefore,

where the victim applies for a

hearing in a revision petition,

while the vietim must be heard,
there is no mandate in law to

implead the victim as a party,”

said the single judge bench.
"0t is to be considered
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ven toa victim/complainant in
a State case can be uplifted to a
right to be impleaded in a cri-
minal revision if the complai-
nant/victim applies for the
same, In my opinion, the ans-
wer has to be in the negative,”
Justice Chawla added.
Thebench, upholding the or-
der, held that the petitioner com-
pany cannot be impleaded as a
party to the revision petitions.
However, it set aside the order
as it resiricted the petitioner’s
right only to assisting the court
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or to plead its case only through
the public prosecutor, tum

to cops, says Maliwal

pContinued from P1

hav Kumar was arrested on May 18 in connec-

tion with the alleged assault on Maliwal. She
had alleged that Bibhav brutally assaulted her on
May 13 when she had gone to meet the CM. AAP has
countered herallegations citing the whole incident to
be a "BJP conspiracy” and alleging that Maliwal was
made the face of this conspiracy to frame Kejriwal.

In her post on X on Sunday, Maliwal alleged that
“as far as the party leadership goes, it is very clear
that they are trying to intimidate me into withdraw-
ing my complaint. However, for Dhruy, I tried my
best to reach out to him to tell him my version but he
ignored my calls and messages.”

*Itis shameful that people like him, who claim to
be independent journalists, could actlike other AAP
spokespersons and victim shame me to the extent
that I am now facing extreme abuses and threats,”
she added further.

The former Delhi Commission for Women chief
highlighted in her post that “the manner in which
the entire party machinery and its supporters have
attempted to vilify and shame me, speaks volumes
on their stand on women's issues”.

Maliwal said she will report these rape and death
threats to Delhi Police. “I hope they take strong ac-
tion against the perpetrators,” she added.

She also said in her post: “In any case, if some-
thing happens to me, we know who all instigated it.”

On Dhruv Rathee’s video posted on May 22, Mali-
wal listed the “facts” that she alleged “he failed to
mention in his 2.5 minute video™,

Maliwal alleged that the video does not mention
that “the party took a U-turn on its stand after ac-
cepting the incident has happened; the MLC report
reveals injuries due to the assault; selected part of
the video was released and then phone of the ac-
cused was formatted?”

She further highlighted that Rathee missed out
on raising questions on issues like — “the accused
was arrested from the crime scene (CM house). Why
was he allowed to enter the place again? For tamper-
ingof evidence?”

l elhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal's aide Bib-
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Average Temp At 45.4°C, Expect Heatwave Spell For Next 4 Days

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi saw the
hottest day of the vear on
sunday Safdarjung, thecity’s
basestation, recorded amaxi-
mum temperature of 45.4
degrees Celsius, five notches
above normal, with dry and
warm winds making the out-
doors unbearable.

The feel-like temperature
was 49 degrees Celsius.
Mungeshpur in northwest
Delhisizzled at48.3 degrees,

Heatwave to ‘severe heat-
wave' conditions prevailed
across the capital on Sunday
for the second day in a row.
The India Meteorological De-

FEEL-LIKE TEMP AT 49°C

partment (IMD) has issued a
‘red’ alert. The region is lik-
ely to be in the grip of an in-
tense heatwave spell for the
next four days.

(|| HEAT
=@©IS ON

The mercury is predicted
to hover around 4546 degrees
Celsius at the base station un-
til May 30. Some stations are
expected to record temperatu-
restwotothreedegreeshigher

IMIY's data shows that Saf-

Max temp in degrees Celsius

RED ALERT Heatwave
conditions at many
places; severe

E=  heatwave conditions
at isolated places

Weather forecast at Safdarjung

RED ALERT Heatwave
= conditions at many

RED ALERT Heatwave
conditions at many
places and severe
heat wave conditions
at isolated places

A

darjung recorded the highest
day temperature in two years
on Sunday, leading to its first
heatwaveday this year. Last ve-
ar, the highest maximum tem-
perature was 43.7 degrees Cel-
sius on May 23. However, many
stations have reeled under a he-
atwave for some days this yvear.
The mercury was higher
than at Safdarjung at many
stations on Sunday — Najaf-
oarh(48.1), Narela (47.8), Jafar-
pur (46.9), Pitampura (46.7),
Pusa (46.8), Ayvanagar (46.3),
Palam (46.1) and Ridge (45.5).
Met officials said that ac-
cording to Delhi’s climatolo-
oy the peak temperature isre-
corded during thistime of the
vear. On May 15, 2022, the day

keep drinking water, even
if not thirsty

temperature at Mungeshpur
was49.2 degrees Celsius,

The threshold for a heat-
wave is met when the maxi-
mum temperature is 45 deg-
rees Celsius or above, A seve-
re heatwave day is declared
when themercury is47degre-
es Celsius or above.,

Though some areas of Del-
hisaw heatwave tosevere heat-
wave from May 17 to 20 this ve-
ar, the temperature dipped
slightly on May 21 as easterly
winds blew in the city, bring-
ingmoisture, However, wester-
Iy or northwesterly winds aga-
in started prevailing in Delhi
from Saturday onwards, lea-
ding to heatwave conditions.

“Dry westerly or north-
westerly winds come to Delhi
from Rajasthanand Haryana,
respectively, which are also
recording high temperatures.
In the absence of cloudiness,
western disturbance or mois-
ture, the mercury is predicted
toremain high till May 30," sa-
id Kuldeep Srivastava, scien-
tist and head, Regional Weat-
her Forecasting Centre, IMD.

Since a ‘red’ alert has been
issued for heatwave condi-
tions, the Met department sa-
id, “There is an increased lik-
elihood of heat illness symp-
toms in people who are either
exposed to the sun for a pro-
longed period or doing heavy
work. High health concerns
exist for vulnerable people, in-

Delhi’s air quality, mean-
while, staved in the'moderate’
category with an AQI of 190.

CITY CITY BANG BANG

SANTOSH DESAI

The one thing everything
i in the world owns is a
shadow There is an air
of mystery about the
shadow; it is a nagging
presence that one cannot
; shake off. Although it is
directly related to us, it seems to have a
mind of its own. It is amenable only to
sight. Not to touch, sound or smell.

The shadow is an apparition, a ci-
pher of darkness that approximates the
human form. It is attached to our beings
while being no part of us. It is the sun
imprinting us on the earth. A tattoo that
floats across the surface as we move. It
18, strictly speaking, an absence of light,
but it feels verv much like a real thing,
stubbornly clinging to us, changing shape
and size freely as we go on about our lives.
The light plays games with us, sometimes
magnifving us, sometimes diminishing
us, and always distorting us. As I type this
article, my fingers converge with their
own shadows, underpinning them and
emphasising my actions as if they were
collaborators. In that sense, we are never
alone, never truly singular

The shadow 1s quite distinct from its
cousin the reflection. The mirror stares
back at us with a version of ourselves
that floats in a space that doesn’t quite
exist, except in the recesses of a mirror;
It gives us the illusion of a 3D image, but
is equally elusive to grasp. It mimics us,
makes faces at us when we do, and is ex-
asperatingly accurate in capturing our
flaws. The reflection creates self-aware-
ness; the shadow self-doubt.

The shadow is an asset without val-
ue: it is form without content. It is to
light what silence is to sound—an ab-
sence that our senses can pick up. It is
a form of the self that accompanies us

the world in the form of a shadow. Shade
15 the sun providing relief against itself, It
simultaneously produces light and dark-
ness, heat, and cooling relief,

Carl Jung thought of it as the impul-
sive, often unexpressed side of our being
that was in a state of tension with our
more rational side. As he put it, “Unfortu-
nately, there can be no doubt that man is,
on the whole, less good than he imagines
himself or wants to be. Everyone carries
a shadow, and the less it is embodied in
the individual's conscious life, the black-
er and denser it 1s. At all counts, it forms
an unconscious snag, thwarting our most
well-meant intentions.” The shadow is
who we might end up being if not for the
control we exercise over ourselves.

The shadow is an apparition,
a cipher of darkness that
approximates the human
form. It is attached to our
beings while being no part
of us. It is the sun imprinting
us on the earth. A tattoo
that floats across the
surface as we move

This idea has found widespread
currency in popular culture, from the
conception of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
to the Dark Knight, where Batman and
Joker represent the two polarities of
human consciousness. In Hindi films,
we have the idea of identical twins, one
good and the other evil, which is a var-
iation on the same theme. The shadow
is the inspiration for the idea that, from
the same source, two radically differ-
ent personae can emerge. The shadow
self is ever present, flickering with ma-
lisn intent, ready to disrupt the overt
order in our lives,

Mungeshpur Bakes At 48.3°C Of Shade And Shadows
On Hottest Day Of Year So Far

We shadow somebody or live in their
shadow. We can be shadowy, we can
cast shadows on people and things, we
can emerge from the shadows, we act
without a shadow of doubt, and we are
atraid of our own shadows.

Photography. which i1s nothing but
an attempt to capture the dance of light,
uses shadows to paint a scene. The shad-
ows fill up space and reveal something
about the object that the thing itself can-
not display It allows us to imagine the
world in a new way. B&W photography
in particular is as much about the shad-
ow as it is about light. In cinema too,
shadows play a crucial role in making
a scene come alive; the striking visual
effect of Guru Dutt films has a lot to do
with his brilliant use of the shadow.

sun and shade are seen as two facets of
life, but interestingly, their meanings are
culturally tluid. In English, to find a place
in the sun is to be someone, whereas to be
put in the shade is the opposite. Throwing
shade at someone is to disparage them. In
India, dhoop is the hardship of life, from
which we seek the relief of chhaanv The
idea of the shadow has a much more be-
nign meaning in India, understandably
s0, glven the dramatically different value
that each culture attaches to the sun. In
the West, the sun 1s an invitation to strip
down to the bare minimum and absorb as
much sunshine as one can; in India, the
sun is to be escaped from, relentless as it
is in baking us brown.

The shadow self is increasingly find-
ing public expression. Social media is
the modern conduit through which our
shadow selves find fluent expression. It
cajoles us to shed our careful exteriors
and submit to our shadow Impulses, It
encourages us to spend hours reacting
to stimuli using the most reflexive part
of our brains and induces a desire to ex-
press the baser parts of ourselves in the
coarsest language possible. On social
media, restraint is counterproductive.

To light a candle is to cast a shad-

modation in Khirki Exten-
sion on April 13, a senior poli-
ceofficer said.

tigation, police received a tip-
off that Virender would be in
Rajender Nagar area of Gur-

maosity between both but later
they became friends.
"On April 11, Harsh invi-

Sl S & Tt 1 everywhere, but it lives in a peculiar The shadow is commonly used as a  ow, writes Ursula Le Guin. We can
ﬁeaa‘iﬁ::ﬁfmﬁunﬁ " S cluding infants, the elderly  kind of non-existence. One that undeni-  metaphor, but in some ways, the shadow  have light without the accompanying
= isolated places e w and those with chronic 'ﬂlSEﬂ; ably is, but at the same time isn't. by itself is like a metaphor Something darkness. The enigmatic nature of the
conditions at NO ALERT NO ALERT SES.illlﬂ_tﬂhlgh temperatures. The sun is the original progenitor of  that captures the essence of a thing with- shadow is what makes it so fascinating.
- many places Eﬂﬂg" & Partly Aslightrespite from heat-  the shadow. Opaque objects block out the  out being the thing itself. Language uses ~ Without a shadow of doubt.
ks gy sky t‘:‘-’H‘-?E I"’j;mﬂdliﬂﬂﬂﬁ is P;‘Eﬂ"?'{?ﬂ light of the sun, leaving their imprint on  the idea of the shadow in multiple ways. santosh36s@gmail.com
- rom May 31 as a western dis- s
T I T T T I ¥ : "] Wiy Times, My Voice: Like this article? SMS MTMVSAN <space> Yes or No to 58888
May 27 May 28 May 29 May 30 May 31 June 1 turbance is expected to im-
pact theregion. It may causea . . " "
1 areinal dio i et .
CTOR chsw s |) Temp rectrded at some statons on Sanday e e Man on run in police net for murdering friend
TEMP IN DELHI Mungeshpur (N 45.3 31 and June 1. “Under the in-
> Dry and warm westerly, Najafgarh 48.1 fluence of a western distur- Times News NETwork "The post-mortem revea- gaontomeetanassociate. ted Virender to a beer party.
northwesterly winds from Narel bance, the city may seecloudy led that Harsh had been "A trap was laid, and Vi- During a drunken alterca-
Rajasthan and Haryana arela skies,” said Srivastava. New Delhi: A 33-vear-old strangledtodeath. Acasewas render was nabbed. The su- tion, Virender strangled
» Clear skies causing the Jafarpur No heatwave was seen at  man has been arrested for al- registeredunderrelevantsec-  spect had been working, fora  Harsh to death and fled the
surface to heat up faster Pusa Safdarjung in 2023, but some legedly murdering his friend tionsof theIndianPenalCode cabservice in Delhi and Gur-  scene, attempting tostage the
A R : stations were in the gripof a over a month ago. The su- for murder,” said Rakesh Pa- gaonarea."theDCPadded. crime as a suicide by discar-
SUNDAY WEATHER Pitampura heatwaveforthreetofivedays. spect had an illicit relations-  wariya, DCP (crime branch). Duringinquiry, itwasreve-  ding Harsh's mobile phone in
Aya Nagar The vear 2022 saw the longest hip with the deceased's mot- Suspect Virender, a resi- aledthatabouttwovearsago,a Rohini," the DCPsaid.
> Heatwave to severe streak of heatwaves — nine her, policesaid. dent of Sonipat, was on the friendof Harsh had caught Vi- After the murder, Viren-
heatwave recorded Palam days in April and four in May, The body of 23-vear-old run since victim Harsh (23) renderinanallegedlycompro- der went into hiding in the
> IMD advice | Avoid Ridge Theminimum temperatu- Harshwasfoundbyhisroom- wasfounddead,theDCPsaid, mising position with his mot- NCR and avoided using mobi-
heat exposure; keep cool; Safdarjung reon Sunday was27degrees. mate in their rented accom- adding that during the inves- her. This incident caused ani- lephonestoevade capture, re-

Iving on train travel without
tickets and sustenance from
temples, the DCP added.
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Not scarce but scramble for water in Noida

Meenakshi.Sinha
@timesgroup.com

the city is 407 MLD and the
development authority sup-
plies 480 MLD. Of this, 206
MLD is Ganga water that is
supplied by a 24.5km piple-
line from Ghaziabad's Pra-
tap Vihar and Siddharth Vi-
har water treatment plants,
A larger tranche — 280 MLD
— is sourced from its 11 Ran-
ney and 410 tube wells.

Why then water is re-
duced toatrickle beforeitre-

Noida: Midway through vet
another intense summer, res-
idents in parts of the city are
scrambling to meet their wa-
ter needs—some purchasing
water from private tankers,
others simply rationing it.
Noida Authority insists
there is no dearth in supply
the daily water needs of

LAND/PROPERTY IN VILLAGE BIJWASAN, NEW DELHI.

“Be it known to all that my client has agreed fo purchase land measuring
22 Bighas and 7 Biswas, bearing Mustatil No. 88, Killa Nos. 21/1 Min (2-
10), Mustatil No. 105, Killa Nos. 1 Min (4-3), 10/1 Min (4-1), 10/ 2 (0-8),
1111 Min (0-19), 11/2 Min (3-10), 20 {4-8), 21/1 (0-10) and 21/2 (1-12), 26
(0-5), with boundary wall, fube-well, electric connection, fogether with
built-up residential house thereupon, situated at Village Bijwasan, Tehsil
Kapashera, New Delhi, [say ‘said property’] from Mrs. Renuka Chawla
Wio Shri Rahul Chawla and Mrs. Ritika Chawla W/o Shri Hemant
Chawla [say 'owners’] who have represanted themselves to be the
absolute and exclusive owners of the said property and have further
represented that said property is free from all disputes, litigations,
charges, liens and other encumbrance(s) whalsoever,

achesthe taps?

Proximity to the national
capital and an upcoming in-
ternational airport has
made the Noida-Greater Noi-
da-Yamuna Expressway belt
a burgeoning investment
destination, one that has
brought thousands of job-
seekers from parts of the
country over the vyears,
many of whom have settled
in 1ts proliferating condomi-
niums and gated societies.
The rising population — as
per Census 2011, the district
had 16.51akh population; it is
estimated to have doubled in
2024 — has put pressure on
its groundwater and its ex-
isting water infrastructure.

As per a recent study
Gautam Budh Nagar’s
groundwater level has
plummeted from  30-40
metres in 2002 to 140 feet now,

depleting almost at the rate
of 11 to 12 feet per yvear. High
level of total dissolved solids
(TDS) in the groundwater
makes it brackish and unfit
for consumption.

Inpartsof thecity, includ-
ing Barola, Nagli Wazidpur,
Sorkha and Harola among
others, residents blame the
water department formixing
about 75% to 80% of ground-
water with the otherwise
sweet Ganga water. This, res-
idents of these villages say,
meant they had to buy drink-
ing water regularly.

Frequent leakage in the
city’s nearly two-decade-old
water infrastructure also
exacerbates the crisis.

Meanwhile, Noida Au-
thority said there was no
shortage of water, and it was
supplying 70MLD water more
than the required 407 MLD.

That previous original documents viz, (1) Sale Deed dated 24.11,1584,

duly registered as document no. 4092, in addl. book no. |, volume no.
8728, on pages 1 to 6 on 15.05.1995, with Sub-Registrar, New Delhi, duly

NOTICE INVITING FOR

executed in favour of Shri Ajay Khanna S/o Late Shri Jagdish Khanna, and
(2) Rectification Deed dated 29.08.1995, duly registered as document no.
TB62, in addl. book no. |, volume no, 8877, on pages 132 o 134, on
18.09.1995, with Sub-Registrar, New Delhi, duly executed in favour of Shri
Ajay Khanna S/o Late Shri Jagdish Khanna, are reported as missing/lost.
Any other person{s) having any claim against, into or upon said property
or any part thereof by virlue of sale, inheritance, agreement, contract,
mortgage, llen, charge, or on the basis of the aforesaid misplaced! losl
documents, or otherwise howsoever and of whaisoever nature is heraby
required to notify the same in writing along with supporting documentary
evidence lo the undersigned within 15 (fifleen) days, from the date of
publication of this notice, failing which my client shall conclude the sale
and any claim andfor objection if any shall be considered as waived and
abandaoned and shall not be binding upon my client,

MV

MAHAGENCO E - TENDER

(01) RFx code.3000047046 Ash Utilization Sub: Sale of fly ash from
U-8,250MW on short term (2Year) basis of Pari-TPS. Estimate Rs. 22.20 Cr
EMD: Rs. 11,10,067/- For RFx Sr. No. 01 Sale / issue: From Date 28.05.2024
at 11.00 hrs to Date 17.06.2024 at 16.00 hrs. Submission & Opening of RFx:
Date 18.06.2024 up to 12.00 hrs & 15:00 hrs Respectively. RFx Fee for all
Tenders: Rs.1180/- Contact Person: Chief Engineer, TPS Parli-Vaijnath,
Mail 1D cegenparli@mahagenco.in, parlitpsrp@mahagenco.in.
For further details & vender registration visit our Website:
https://eprocurement.mahagenco.in SEM Help Desk Line MNos:-
8411871525 & e-mail ID- etendering.pri@mahagenco.in

Parts Of Delhi Parched In Peak
Summer, Shortfall At 321 MGD

Problems Continue For Fifth Straight Day At Wazirabad Plant

Siddhanta Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) has said in its latest re-
port on Sunday that daily wa-
ter supply in the capital hasre-
duced to 969 million gallons
per day (MGD) against the re-
quirementof 1,290 MGD.

As residents battle a scor-
ching summer, a shortfall of
321 MGD is likely to make daily
life harder:

The water supply problem
ismanifold.

At the Wazirabad plant,
problems continued for the
fifth day as the pond whereraw
water from the Yamuna is col-
lected has seen a gradual de-
crease. This is raw water is tre-
ated by the plant for distribu-
tion. Now, a new crisis of lack
of power supply in two other
water treatment plants has ad-
ded to the problems. Accor-
ding to DJB, the Sonia Vihar
and Bhagirathi plants have re-
duced water production by
about 2 MGD each, which has
brought down the overall wa-

) RNt AT
o e _""-

Vet

- |

Tarun Rawat

' ol
_ %n‘ ﬁ-’*' '

The shortage is only going to make the summer harder for residents

ter production.

However, the major fall in
production is at Wazirabad,
where, againstatotal water pro-
duction capacity of 131 MGD,
the plant is producing 102 MGD.

The Sonia Vihar plant,
with a capacity of treating 140
MGD, 1s now treating 141 MGD.
A day earlier, this plant was
treating around 142 MGD —

one MGD more than its capaci-
tv. At the Bhagirathi WTPE, the
treatment has been reduced
from 112 MGD to 111 on Sunday;,
while the actual capacity of
thisplanti1s110 MGI.

The continuous reduction
in production at the Wazira-
bad plant has put a strain on
the distribution system.

Asthe demand for water ri-

AMIT GUPTA (Advocate)
C-13, Pamposh Enclave, New Delhi-48.Tel: 26284741, 26284569

CHIEF ENGINEER

Indian classical music concert, Dev
swaranjali, in collaboration with
school alumni association. The con-
Vaidyvanathan. Renowned musician Grammy
award winner Padma Bhushan Pt Vishwa Mohan
Bhatt graced the stage, showcasing his virtuosity
adorned the evening with their impeccable perfor-
mances. School chairman Gopal Ansal felicitated
the music maestros on stage. The melodious

cert commenced with a welcome
and passion for the ancient art form. Tantri Sam-
gtrains of the Mohan Veena and Satvik Veena

Tﬁ{'ﬁ; Gyan Bharati School, Saket hosted an
€
" address by school director Lata
rat Pt Salil Bhatt, table wizard Pranshu Lal
danced in harmony with the intricate rhythms of

Gyan Bharati School, Saket

the tabla, created a symphony that transcended
time and space. Pt Vishwa Mohan Bhatt enchanted
audiences with his soulful melodies, The audience
consisted of ambassadors, principals and artists
who were captivated by the presentation. “Dev
Swaranjali” presented Brahmaand - A unique
band, an avant-grande musical ensemble where
tablas pirouetted into guitar, violin whispered se-
crets to Ghatam and ancient ragas collided with
modern improvisations. The audience was en-
thralled by an electrifving amalgamation featuring
Shubham Sarkar master of violin, Shounok Ba-
nerjee the young Ghatam expert, Parijat Kirti a

mellifluous guitarist and Prince of table Pranshu
Lal. School principal Dr Mudita Sharma proposed
the vote of thanks in the end.

GD Goenka Public School, Paschim Vihar conducted
the academic excellence awards ceremony to ac-
knowledge the students’ hard work, perseverance

GD Goenka Public School, Paschim Vihar

and precision in achieving their academic goals.
Members of the management, school principal
Rekha Sharma and vice principal Monika Malik
presented the achievers with trophies, badges and
certificates. The series of cultural performances
also took place.,

The primary wing of DPS, Mathura Road, held its
annual academic award ceremony to celebrate the
stellar performance of its students. The ceremony
commenced with the lighting of lamp. Rashi Dhir,
alumnus was the chief guest for the award cere-
mony. The ceremony proceeded with the felicita-
tion of the chief guest by school vice principal

administration Naveen Kumar, In recognition of
academic excellence, 89 students were awarded for
their distinguished achievements in scholastic and
co-scholastic domains. Sixteen underprivileged
students received the Shalini Jha Charitable Trust
Award, for outstanding academic performance.
The event concluded with school headmistress
Manisha Varma delivering a vote of thanks.

Ryan International School, Faridabad held its inves-
titure ceremony for the academic session 2024-25
with great pomp and grandeur. As per the lead-
ership vision of the revered Chairman of Rvan
Group of Institutions, Dr A F Pinto and MD Mad-
am Dr Grace Pinto, the newly elected council
pledged their allegiance to the school. The cere-
mony was graced by esteemed guests Major Gen-
eral Sudhir Kumar Datt, recipient of Vishisht
Seva Medal and Captain Rajneesh Singh Chha-

Ryan International School, Faridabad

wari. an alumnus of Indian Naval Academy, who
were welcomed and felicitated by school principal
Peeya Sharma with potted plants. The core stu-
dent council comprising of cabinet ministers and
deputy cabinet ministers, clad in their vibrant
silken scarves, took the pledge to hold the school
motto 1n high esteem. The newly elected presi-
dent of the school council, Pushkar Nagar ad-
dressed the audience, expressing his optimism
in performing his duties as the school president.
The prime minister of the school council, Sak-
sham Tomar extended a formal vote of thanks to
the distinguished guests and parents.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY [E2i#
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E-Procurament Tender Notice: 08/2024 Tender Opening on
Dated; 22.05.2024

18.06.2024
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

EMD Tender
5.M.| Tender No. Description Qity. (Rs.) Opening Date
Thermal UTS Tickel Printer as| 140
1 [ 132451434 perattached CRIS Specification, | Nos € 55840/ 1B.06.2024

Mote:- {1) The complete information of above E-Procurement Tender are available on
IREPS website ia http: www.ireps.gov.in. (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids
shall not be accapled against above Tender, For this purpose. Vendors are required to
get themselves registered with IREPS website along with class Il digital signature
certificates issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. (3) Rates entered into Financial rate
page and duly sigred digitally shall only be considered. Rates and any other financial
enfity in any other formiletier head if attached by vendor shall be straight away ignored
and shall nol ba considered. (4) Documents being altached should ba signed on their
body. (5) Allocation for "Cost of Drawing” is Z-650 and for "Earnest Money Deposit
(EMDY is Deposit Misc, stores - 44517, In case of any difficulty helpdesk available
an the IREPS website may be approached. 903/24 (A

f Morth central railweys | www.ncrindisnraliweys.govdn | § @northcentrairallway | W QcPronc

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS e e RV S s

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE ?’ﬂ:

Mo COS/CRYPU B e-Tender 19101 ﬁE D:ma
22/05/2024. The tollowing e-Tenders can be
aoccessed under the link www.ireps.gov.in.
Offers for such e-Tender can be subrmitied

only electronically by accessing the link

Stores'Supplv. Vendors may also contact the
following officials to obtain clarification
regarding particular tender or IREPS related
information if any, Dy.CMM /HQ/CLW/

HO, 0341-2535631, Office Address; Office
of the PCMM /CLW/Chittaranjan. SL No.;
Tender No.; Brief Description of Item;
Quantity; Earnest Money Depaosit {Rupees):
Tender Closing Date & Time (I5T) are as
follow: [1); 75244103; Aluminium Sheets &
Plates for WAG-09HC Loco, CLW'S Speci.
Mo, CLWY MS5A075 ALT-T,
(R} (mine) items as per set details attached)
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery]: 850,00 Set: = 126140.00:
130672024 at 10:00 AWM. [2]; 75243838;
Blind Installation (LH & RH) for WAG-%HC

www.ireps.gov.in—*login=*E-Tender

Chattaranjan, 0341-252559%4 or SMM/COMN/

{(Consisting of

ALT-4. (01 set consist of (4 items as per set
- |details attached) [Warranty Period: 30
Maonths after the date of delivery]; 706.00
Sety FTTET260.00; 2406/ 2024 at 100 AN,
[3]: 75244082 Filter Frame AssiyiFLY
SCREEN) for WAG-9HC Loco as per
DECGMNO, 1200-11-235-173 Al .1 & 1209
[1-235- 174 AlLL, Cat. No, ROA0TE.
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after the date
of delivery]; 894.00 Set; 7 |82860.00;
14/06/2024 at 11:00 AM. [4]; T5243709;
Brake Grear Amrangement & Details for WAG-
YHC Loco, Scope of supply as per Category
Mot = V0001 A (Copy attached with the
tender documents) [ Warranty Period: 30
Months after the date of delivery]; 872.00
Set; 7 2000000.00; 19062024 ot 11:00 AM.
|5]: T5244088; WINDOWS for WAG-9HT
Loco, as per DrgSpecn. No.CLW/MS 3014
Alt-5, Category No. R90017, [Each Setis a
Loco Set consisting of 2 items ][ Warranty
Period: 3 Months aficr the date of delivery];
291.00 Set; T406560.00; 26/06/2024 at
17200 AM.

PCMMACLW/Chittaranjan.

Like us on: www.lacebook.com/clwrailways
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To book your ad

Logen to: ads timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)
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ANDHERI EAST |

T
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NFRATECH TENDER NOTICE

JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE
DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU

0191-2561578 (0), 0191-254780 (F), email-sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

LOOK OUT NOTICE

I/C PP Canal Road Jammu vide communication No. 71/5-1/PPC dated
24.05.2024 intimated that one un identified male dead body was near Meat
Market, Krishna Nagar, was shifted to GMCH Jammu. To ascertain the
actual cause of death Inquest proceedings U/S 174 Cr.P.C., was initiated at
PP Canal Road vide DDR No. 14 dated 21.05.2024 and dead body was
shifted to mortuary room of GMCH, Jammu for identification.

As such, for the identification of un identified male dead body below
description roll is required to be published on daily newspapers for
identification / Public in general, having any clue related to the unidentified
dead body, kindly communicate the same on the belﬂw mentioned mntactf

ses throughout the city, the lo-
wer-than-usual production at
the plant is causing problems,
which water minister Atishi
recently highlighted.

Mukesh Kohli, president
of the RWA South Extension 2,
gsaid that water tankers were
requested from 96 houses on
Sunday. “We have written to
DJB several times about the
problems in the pipeline,
which is preventing many ho-
uses from getting water direct-
ly from the tap, so we order wa-
ter tankers daily™

The sources of water for
the DJB include the Yamuna,
Ganga water from Uttar Pra-
desh, water from Harvana,
and tubewells and ranney
wells, The supply from all the-
se sources is frequently dis-
rupted, and DJB officials have
privately said that this sum-
mer is expected to be worse
than previous vears.

Earlier, DJB stated that un-
der its Summer Action Plan
2024, certain measures have
been taken to address the issu-
es faced by the public.

Chunk of Gzb
depends on
depleting
groundwater

Abhijay.Jha
@timesgroup.com

Ghaziabad: The cifty's dee-
pening water crisis, which
becomes more severe during
summer, is two-pronged
shortage of potable water
and its guality. By the civic
body’s own admission, there
is a daily shortage of 25 MLD,
but activists call the figure
‘conservative’

KP Anand, the water-
works department general
manager, told TOI the city
needs 345 million litres of wa-
ter daily (MLD) and after fac-
toring in 15% loss due to leak-
ages and other factors, the
Ghaziabad Municipal Corpo-
ration supplies only 320 MLD.
Of this, 55 MLD is Ganga wa-
ter, and the rest is extracted
from underground resources.

According to environ-
mentalists, over-reliance and
unsustainable consumption
of groundwater was at the
heart of the water crisis in
several pockets of the city
where it has been nosedived.
Large-scale migration to the
city too has led to an in-
creased burden on the exist-
ing infrastructure.

UP groundwater board da-
tashows the average depletion
of groundwater (pre-mon-
soon) from 2017 to 2023 in Gha-
ziabad city was 9.5 metres.

“A composite water man-
agement index report re-
leased by NITI Aavog in 2019
stated that 21 Indian cities, in-
cluding Ghaziabad, will run
out of groundwater in a cou-
ple of vears, affecting a pop-
ulation of 100 million people.
This is indicative of an im-

BEAUTIFUL Office - 536 ADMISSIONS RCC SHOULDER & CHUTE DRAIN Telephone numbers. pending water crisis of much
Carpet+LCP. Vastu Compliant, Description Roll :- 1 : :

7th FIr, Glass Facade Building. CLOCKS AND A TANURA EAPRESSR Ags : 40 yesrs(Approx) et o bl it

Afrport Facing. Pre-leased @ MBRBS. MD MS Dnb DCH WATCHES Jaypee Infratech Limited (‘JIL) is inviting sealed tenders % ‘ : 1{““ i _ . 0 e

INDEPENDENT 68000 PM. Owner BO20559936 'I_?[l.;]]-ti} E ::L:g,;ulmeirmé__r_ Irjl 'l;fljp from experienced parties as per the following details: Height : - mini Raosaid.
; ; ia Suyakshit : ry fa '

HOUSES Eauenn s bl TN RSO S Narme of Work - onstaston. of REE Skt idar: & Dress White colour T-Shirt Environmentalist Sushil
To place an ad in Contact; ASTI8RTOI9 it o e i e e S and biue Pajama Raghav said the civic body
' should trv tomake Ganga wa-

Contacts/Telephone Numbers :-
165.000 along Yamuna Expressway: .

s inter Jie

WELL furnished 2 BHE villa 0191-2547807, EI:IE1-25E1 578

in Senior Citizen community : * Tender Fee (Free of Cost): Bidders shall download 1. DPO, Jammu . : : : ter — a surtace W:'llter re-
near Coimbatore for sale. A S serﬁnns : from JiL's website (http://jaypeeinfratech.com/ 2. SSPJammuMaillD :  sspjammu@ikpolice.gov.in kbt HEDES?I}?IE'

Efjf;"i ”12}5;;;;}5;{:;;:'3' Call _ Call - tender.html). Download starts on 27.05.2024 from 3. PCR Jammu : 0191-2542000 “M.}and said the civic GOL:

: : Pankaj : 8130604727 : 1.00 PM onwards. 4. SP City North 0191-2547038 poration has sought Rs 2,500

¢ “# . | + EMD:Rs.56,000/- (inthe form DD/ BG) 5. Dy. SP Hagrs. 0191-2562259 crore from the Centre to re-

MEDICAL SERVICES . | * Eligibility Criteria: Shall be as per tender documents. 6. PS Nowabad 0191-2565274 vamp water infra in the city

under AMRUT 2.0.

= Last date for receipt of bids :
tender document).
* For all other details: Please refer tender documents.
* Address for Bid submission : Contracts Division,
J-Block, Jaypee Infratech Limited, Seclor-128,
MNoida, 201304, U.P
Or, through email at tendering@jilindia.in.
Phone: 0120-4609495/4809482

10.06.2024 (refer For Sr. Superintendent of Police,

Jammu.

@) BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

INVITATION FOR TENDER (Only through kpp portal)

BWSSE invites tenders in Two cover system from eligible tenderers for the following works.

Amount put to tender
EMD
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief, 2nd Floor, Gauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bangalore- 560 009.

IFT No.: BWSSB/EIC/ACE(UFW)/TA/515/2024-25 Date: 24.05.2024

Work of Construction of 4 ML capacity Ground level reservoir, providing and laying of
450mm dia MS water supply inlet feeder main to GLR from High Grounds service
reservoir. Construction of pump house with service sation and allied works at football
ground, ward No. 60 Sagayapuram, Pulikeshinagara constituency under AEEC-1-2
Sub-division, EEC division. (3rd Call).

IFT No.: BWSSB/EIC/ACE(UFW)/TA/525/2024-25 Date: Miﬂﬂ

Work of Modernization & Remodelling of Water Supply Systems in Thyagarajanagara area [Rs 468.58 Lakhs
of existing SW3DMA13 - under AEE{SW)-3 Sub-Division limits of BWSSE, Bangalore. | Rs. 7.05 Lakhs

IFT No.: BWSSB/EIC/AC Date: 24.05.2024

Work of Modernization & Remn-delimg of Water Supply Systems in Srinagara area of
existing SW3DMAO3 - under AEE(SW)-3 Sub-Division limits of BWSSB, Bangalore,

DIP Mo DIRL-T21/24025.05 2024

Maximise Your Reach

*WE BUY Used Watches
« Rolex, Omega, Tudor, AP, -
. Cartier, Patek Philippe,

* Chopard, Breguet etc. :
« Call : 8atyam : 8851722339, .

CABINS / Space Available
for Doctors, Mutritionist,
Phyvsiotherapist & Labs at
PRIME Location . in Sohna
at a very reasonable rate.,
Plz call 7011894338

Grand Slam package for
PAN-INDIA Coverage

in English & Vernacular Publications

Advertise in ALL EDITIONS of-
Times of India

.....................

Name of the Work

TIMES Inter:la»

Cennactng People, Connecting Meeds.

TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CALL:

Mau bharat Times
Maharashtra TIITIEE

Rs. 2615 Lakhs

Nav Gujrat Samay

CHANGE OF NAME /
LOST & FOUND:
8130604727

TENDER /
PUBLIC NOTICE:

9312633518

PROPERTY:
9999499496

Rs. 26.15 Lakhs

Let your communication reach out to INDIA
For more details please contact-
Aman: 9312633518
Anshul: 9310298131

RECRUITMENT &
EDUCATION:

9811790649

TIMES Inter:la»

Feensriey Fuple, Ceenm eng Mead

TFLL

SHOPPING:

MATRIMONIAL: 9312633518

9310298131

Rs. 461.78 Lakhs

Rs. 6.95 Lakhs
The last date for uploading of completed tender documentis on: 10.06.2024 upto 16:00Hrs. The Bids will be
opened on: 11.06.2024 after 16:00Hrs. The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-
procurement process can be obtained by logging on to hitps:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in. For further details
contact the undersigned office during working hours.

DIPRICPIRA/M17/2024-25

s’ s, Readers are recommended to make appropriate

et i enquires and seek appropriate advice before

THETIMES sending money, incurring any expenses, acting on

madical recommendations or entaring into any

commitment in relation to any advertisamant

published in this publication, The Timas Of India

Group doesn't vouch for any claims made by the

Advertisers of products and sarvices. Tha Printer,

Publisher, Editor, and Crwners of Tha Times OF India

Group publications shall not be held liable for any

consaguences, in the event such claims are not
honoured by the Advertisers.,

SERVICES /
VEHICLES & TRAVEL:

9999499496

9312633518

Sd/-
Engineer-in-Chief.
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New Delhi: Public Works De-
partment (PWD) is planning to
startanartificial intelligence-ba-
sed survey of roads to identify
any damage, potholes, and
cracks. As the model code of con-
duct will be lifted soon after the
polls. PWD plans to initiate mea-
sures for better monitoring of ro-
ad infrastructure and quick re-
medial action, officials said.

The department has plans to
start a pilot project using artificial
intelligence (Al) in West Delhi ro-
ads section for monitoring and ma-
intenance. In Oct last year, PWD hi-
red a consultant to come up with a
specific project plan for inclusionof

Al in the road maintenance work.

PWDhasdecided to keepthero-
ads under constant surveillance,
with the help of Al-based monito-
ring. Forthis, it will hirean agency
toconduct surveys with the helpof
vehicles fitted with CCTV came-
ras. The data collected by the live
feed will be presented to senior of-
ficials for further action.

The Al-based monitoring also
provides information on reasons for
traffic congestion and if any chang-
esarerequired in road design.

According to officials, a project
where defects to the footpath, drai-
nage, central verge, and greenery
are all captured and alerted with
the help of the software is under-
way sothat moresystematic and ti-

PWD May Hold Al's Hand To Cross
Roads With Potholes And Cracks

Survey For Better Monitoring Of Road Infra, Quick Remedial Action

PWD has decided to keep
the roads under constant
surveillance, with the help of
Al-based monitoring. For
this, it will hire an agency to
conduct surveys with the
help of vehicles fitted with
CCTV cameras

mely repair work is carried out.
Aspartof the survey and mainte-
nance, the private contractor will ha-
ve to take responsibility for several
aspects of the road, except the main
carriageway repair work, A different
comprehensive maintenance plan is
in place for that, officials said.
Footpaths, which are covered un-

Ipsita.Pati@timesgroup.com trees, grabbingland orstartingany
construction, is banned here.

Villagers expressed concern
over growing illegal activities in
the areas, sayving they could lead
to irreparable damage to the eco-
logically sensitive zone if not
checked immediately and even dis-
rupt the wildlife.

“Such incidents are being re-
ported every now and then. The lat-
est instance of a land grab attempt
is a stark reminder of the constant
threats faced by our environment
and the urgent need for stringent
enforcement of laws. Why can't au-
thorities be a little more vigilant in

Gurgaon: An acre of Aravall land
protected under the Punjab Land Pres-
ervation Act (PLPA) has been found
levelled with soil in Mangar village,
The land is covered under sec-
tions 4 and 5of the PLPA, alaw that
was enacted in 1990 to protect the
forested area from erosion by put-
ting a check on land excavations.
This law protects Aravaliland in 10
districts — Gurgaon, Panchkula,
Ambala, Yamunanagar, Nuh, Pal-
wal, Faridabad, Mahendragarh Re-
wari and Bhiwani. Any Kind of
non-forest activity, be it felling

der the right of way, repair of exis-
ting curb stones, repairing of paver
tiles, levelling of drain covers, pain-
ting of curb stones three times a ve-
ar, removal of wild growth, and re-
placement of damaged street furni-
ture will be carried out under this
project. The poor status of footpaths
has been highlighted in road safety
audits done in the past, officials said.

PWD currently maintains 1,400
km road network across the city

Another land grab attempt in Aravalis:
One-acre plot found levelled in Mangar

safeguarding our natural hab-
itats,” a villager asked TOL

The divisional forest officer in
Faridabad, Sunil Dhaka, said action
had been initiated. “We have already
filed a forest offence report. To stop
encroachments and construction in
the forest area., we will carry out
plantations as well,” he added.

Environmentalists, mean-
while, said the area came under the
natural conservation zone of Fari-
dabad municipal corporation.

Incidents of tree felling, Harsa-
na said, aren’'t uncommeon in Man-
gar and its surrounding areas de-
spite the protection of the law.

and over 50% of the total drainage
network. For providing better na-
vigation for the public, road signa-
e will also be repaired and realig-
ned as per the rules. The project
aims to ensure that the road surfa-
ceremains defectfree for five to se-
ven yvears or more, officials added.

End-to-end electronic security solutions

NGT takes note of
pollution in Smriti

Van’s Machli Talab

PUBLIC NOTICE

Qur client proposes to acquire absolute ownership of the property currently bearning
municipal corporation PID No. 197536 (old PID Mo, 38/4345), Plot No. 1+3+5+6+7
forming part of resurvey No. 106A, 1078, 108A and 109A together with commercial
building popularly known as “Akshay Sky Mall"constructed thereon along with all the
structures, building, plant & machinery, fittings and fixtures installed therein and situated
at Village Krshnapur, Hobli Chabbi, Taluk Hubball Nagara, District Dharwad, Slate
Kamataka, more fully described in the schedule below together with all the utilities,
amenities and facilities developed on the Building Plot and collectivety, referred to as the
“Property”, from its owner, Mis. Suresh Enterprises Private Limited, (CIN No.
US1109KA1993PTCO14100), a company governed by the pravisions of the Companies
Act, 2013, having its registered office at 'Akshay Centre’, Gokul Road, Hubli — 580 030,
Kamalaka (the "Owner"). The Owner has represented that, except for the lease deeds |
leave and license agreements [ letters of intent / term sheetls entered into with
prospective retailers for retall units developed at the Property, and the mortgage created
in faveur of M/s. Siddhasiri Souharda Sahakari Sangha Niyamit, Vijaypur (formery
known as M/s Siddhasin Souharda Sahakari Niyamit) concerning the Property
icollectively, referred to as the “Encumbrances”), the Owner has not morigagead,
created any lien or encumbered the Propery or part thereofl in any manner and that the
Owner has not entered into any other agreement of sale/development agreement/
memorandum of understanding/arrangement elc., with any person's with regard to the
Property. The Owner has further represented that it is the absolute owner of the Property
having clear and marketable, right, title and interest therein and that apart fromit, there is
no other person's having any right, title or claim over the Property. Any person/s, entily,
trust, firm, HUF, institution (corporate or atherwise) having claims, demand, right, titke or
interest, minar's claim or any rnght of whatsoever nature capable of establishing such
claim, demand, right, title or interast with respect to the Property shall lodge their written
objections/claims together with all documentary evidence within fourteen (14) days
from the date of this notice with the undersigned. Failing to do so, It shall be presumed
that save and excepl the aforesald Encumbrances, the ownership and title of the Owner
with respect lo the Property is clear, marketable, and free from all encumbrances of any
kind whatsoever, and our client shall then proceed to complete the proposed sale
transacton. Any claims or alleged interests, which are received without documentary
evidence or receved after fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this notice
shall be deemed to be invalid and not binding on the parties to the propoesed transaction.

SCHEDULE
Description of the Property

All that piece and parcel of the land currenily beaning municipal corporation PID No.
197536 {old PID No. 38/4345), Plot No, 1+#3+5+6+7, which is a part of resurvay No.
1064, 1078, 1084 and 1094 admeasuring 1,34,198.73 square feet (equivalent to
12 467.67 square meters) (“the Building Plot™) together with commercial building
canstructed thereon and popularly known as "Akshay Sky Mall' comprising of Celtar-1+
Cellar -2 + ground floor + 4 upper floors, having an approximate gross buill-up area
including common areas admeasuring 6,43,319.09 square feel (i.e., equivalent to
59,766.30 square meters) and units having an approximate carpet area of 3,21,214.13
squara feet (i.e., equivalent to 28,841.77 square meters) and parking area of 97,156.02
square feet (i.e., equivalent to 9026.09 square meters) (the "Building") along with all
the Building plant & machinery, fittings and fixtures installed therein (the “Fixtures™)
together with all the appurtenant utilities, amenities and facilities developed on the
Building Piot and situated at Village Krishnapur, Hobli Chabbi, Taluk Hubballi Nagara,
District Dharwad, State Kamataka - 580 030, in the registration District of Dharwad. The
Building, Building Plot and the Fixiures together with all the appurtenant utilties,
amenities and facilites developed on the Building Plot are collectively, refermed to as the
Property. The Building Plotis bounded on the:

Eastby: Plots No. 2 and 4 inresurvey numbers 1064, 1078 and 1094 and MCL Road;

West by : Plot No. 7 in resurvey numbers 38/4, 98/5 and 107/A2;

North by : 30 meter wide Gokul Road; and

South by :12 meter road and plot No. Binresurvey numbers 106A, 1078 and 109A.
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Tives News NETWORK through a drain. Due to the non-funec-
tional STE all wastewater from the
drain was discharged directly into
the pond without treatment. Garbage
and plastic waste were coming along
with the sewage into the pond.

“In Jan, NGT directed DPCC to
check the site after residents compla-
ined about the unauthorized use of
Smriti Van. NGT in its order dated
Jan29noted theissueof lack of main-
tenance at Machli Talab. The tribu-
nal also pointed out that the dysfunc-
tional STP had continued to dischar-
ge untreated water into Machli Ta-
lab, adversely impacting the agquatic
ecosystem and leading to a foul
smell,” said the NGT.

Itadded that the news item indica-
tes violation of the provisions of the
Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Environ-
ment Protection Act, 1986.

“Hence, we implead DPCC thro-
ugh its member secretary, CPCB
through its member secretary, DDA,

New Delhi: The National Green
Tribunal has taken suo motu cogni-
zance of aTOIreportonthepollution
of Smriti Van's Machli Talab and is-
sued a notice to the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee, Central Pollu-
tion Control Board, Delhi Develop-
ment Authority, and south Delhi's
district magistrate.

On April 19, TOI reported that
Machli Talab, inside Smriti Van in Va-
sant Kunj, now has only sewage or was-
tewater NGT said the news item raised
a substantial issue relating to compli-
ance with environmental norms.

The pond isspread acrossabout fi-
ve acres and is listed among the 1,045
waterbodies with the Delhi Wetland
Authority, but the Machli Talab now
has only sewage or wastewater, the
tribunal observed as per the article.

The news item found that altho-
ugh a sewage treatment plant was
constructed there, it was not opera-

| We Design | We Install | We Monitor | We Maintain .

Central Monitoring | Access Control | CCTV Surveillance

Fire Alarms \ Electronic Security Systems

acan Here
to know more

Ms. Savitha K.G., Pariner

tional, It also alleges that the pond and district magistrate, South Del- Ei?; [L]l? iEﬂEd, Poovayya & Co., Advocates and Solicitors
was filled with dirty water flowing hi,”said the bench. TR ViwEsjale, Levt R, 121 Lickmgon e,
Bangaluru - 560 042

Bird-hit flightto | . S

| | est location Tor _ |
Leh returns to W\ Y[s) Corporate House, Mall RETHINKING, RENEWING, REINVENTING
Delhi ai rport m— 7Y pm— |\luiti Speciality Hospital etc. WASTE MAN AG EM ENT
New Delhi: A SpiceJet flight SALE NA Title Clear Plot '
from Delhi to Leh returned to — Measuring 12141 sq.mt.

Indira Gandhi International
Airport(IGIA)on Sunday after
a bird hit its engine mid-air. Af-
ter the aircraft landed safely,
all passengers were deplaned.

An airport official said the
flight, which had taken off at10.30
am, landed at the airport around
11 am. The flight requested priori-
ty landing at10.4%9 am with the air
traffic controller (ATC),

A Spicedet spokesperson sa-
id, “On May 26, 2024, SpiceJet
B737 aircraft operating SG-123
from Delhi to Leh returned to
Delhi after suffering a bird hiton
engine two, The aircraft landed
back safely in Delhi and passeng-
ers were deplaned normally™
The aircraft made a normal lan-
ding and not an emergency lan-
ding, the spokesperson added.

“The flight was carrving 135 E:I
passengers and landed safely
around 11 am, The flight told the
ATC ﬂ'lE'l"E" was vibration in the
engine,” saild an airport official.

An Air India flight, which to-
ok off from Delhi with 175 pas-
sengers, returned to the IGIA,
after afire warning from its aux-
iliary power unit on May 17.

In July last year, a Kolkata-
bound flight was forced to re-
turn mid-air to IGI due to techni-
cal glitch. In June 2023, a Delhito
Dehradun flight returned to 1GI
because of some glitch.

Situated on 18 mtr. Main Road
Located at Varodara's centre
Best Prime Location
Bahucharaji Road, Karelibug.
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Organised by ESTC Ramnagar, Ministry of MSME, Govt. of Indla
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Documents required: Aadhaar Card Copy, Educational Proof Copy, 2 thtns

We are India's first listed company in solid waste management, and are
leading the transformative movement against climate change through
our innovative recycling and waste-to-energy efforts. With our strong
environmental commitment, we manage over 5 million tonnes of waste
yearly. Join us in promoting #SustainabilityWithGrowth!

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL ,@;

SCIENCES, BATHINDA
NOTIFICATION

Applications are invited from suitable candidates for Post-Doctoral Fellowship
courses beginning from July 2024 at AIIMS, Bathinda. The interested
candidates may kindly visit AlIMS, Bathinda website www.aiimsbathinda.edu.in

Scan code to
View Results

- for the details, in regard to educational qualifications, terms and conditions for
enrolling course. The last date of receiving application through online mode is

\ /
Juna 2024 till 5:00 PM. ANTDNY WASTE
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In unusual move, Cab panel O
-mth extension for Army chief

No Decision On Filling Senior Posts Till Poll Process Ends: Of'fICIa|

Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a highly un-
usual move that could impact
the line of succession in the
12-lakh strong force, the govt
on Sunday granted a month's
extension to Army chief Gen-
eral Manoj Pande just six
days before his slated retire-
ment on May 31.

The inordinate delay in an-
nouncing the successorof Gen
Pande, who took over as the
29th Army chief in April 2022
and turned 62 this month, had
already triggered wide-
spreadspeculation thatasu-
persession in the military
hierarchy was in the offing,
amid the continuing confron-
tation with China in eastern
Ladakh as well as the impend-
ing move to create integrated
theatre commands.

The extension by the PM-
led Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) will add
further grist to the mill since
the next senior-most Army of-
ficer, vice chief Lt-Gen Upen-
dra Dwivedi (Jammu and
Kashmir Rifles), as well as the
one after him, Southern Com-
mand chief Lt-Gen Ajai Ku-
mar Singh (Gorkha Rifles), are
both slated toretireon June 30.

The Army, Navy and IAF
chiefs can serve till 62 or for
three yvears, whichever is earli-
er; while a Lt-Gen rank officer
retires at 60 unless he is ap-
proved for the four-star rank.

19 students from
Kyrgyzstan back
home after 4-day
arduous journey

Ujjain/Barwani/Khargone:
After a four-day journey span-
ning three countries toflee vio-
lence in Kyrgyzstan, five
youths from MP among a
group of 19 Indian medical stu-
dents, finally arrived home on
Sunday, report Brijesh Par-
mar & Animesh Jain.

Ravi Sarathe, Vivek Shar-
ma and Rohit Panchal from
Ujjain, Chetan Malviya from
Barwani, and Kushagra Saw-
aner from Khargone are now
worried for their friends back
in Bishkek, especially those
living inrented apartmentsas
they have no security

Chetan had posted a video
few daysearlier, pleading with
Indian govt and MP CM Mo-
han Yadav to evacuate them.
“We reached Bishkek airport
on May 22 but were not allowed
toenter, [ hired a cab for Alma-
tv in Kazakhstan, 425km away;
with two students from Bha-
ratpur and Dausa in Rajas-
than,” Chetan told TOI.

They arrived in Almaty on
May 23, only to find there were
no flights. “So, we left for Tash-
kent, 815km away, on May 24.
We had to wait there 20 hours
for aflight to Delhi,” he said.

“It was a nightmare. Over-
night, the behaviour of locals
changed and they refused to
offer help,” said Ravi. Many
universities in Kyrgyzstan
have switched to online classes
because of due to the violence.,

Gen Pande’s extension comes six
days before his slated retirement
on May 31. The next two
seniormost officers, vice chief
Lt-Gen Upendra Dwivedi and
Southern Command chief

Lt-Gen Ajai Kumar Singh, are also
slated to retire on June 30

A top govt official, howev-
er; told TOI that “any specula-
tion or controversy is unwar-
ranted” because it had been
decided that no senior post
would be filled before the elec-
tion process was completed.

“No top-level military or ci-
vilian posting hasbeendonein
the last one month. The next
Army chief was scheduled to
takeoveron May 31, oneday be-
fore the last phase of polling.
Now, the next govt can an-
nounce the new Army chief in
mid-June, who will then take
over from Gen Pande on June
30 (both Lt-Gens Dwivedi and
Singh will still be in the reck-
oning),” the official said.

The election model code
of conduct, however, did not
prevent the govt from an-
nouncing on April 19 that Ad-
miral Dinesh K Tripathi
would take over as the new
Navy chief from Admiral R
Hari Kumar on April 30.

While Lt-Gens Dwivedi
and Singh are both from the
same course, the former be-

came GoC-in-C of the Udham-
pur-based Northern Com-
mand in Feb 2022 and then the
vice chief in Feb this vear. Lt-
(Gen Singh became GoC-in-C
of the Pune-based Southern
Command in Nov 2022,

The next three officers in
seniority, whose names were
also sent to the ACC, are
Northern Command and
Central Command chiefs, Lt-
Gens M V Suchindra Kumar
and N 8§ Raja Subramani, and
chief of integrated defence
staff Lt-Gen J P Mathew.

While there have been a
few supersessions for the top
post in the hierarchy-con-
scious armed forces, the only
available example of an ex-
tension being granted was
when Indira Gandhi extend-
ed the tenure of Gen G G Be-
woor (who had succeeded
Field Marshal Sam Maneksh-
aw’s also slightly extended
tenure as Army chief after
the 1971 war) in 1975 to deny
the post to Lt-Gen P S Bhagat,

The NDA govt has junked

the long-enshrined seniority
principletwotimesduringits
10-vear tenure. First, it super-
seded two senior Li-Gens
{Praveen Bakshiand PMHar-
iz) to appoint Gen Bipin Ra-
wat as Army chief in Dec
2016, who later became the
first chief of defence staff be-
fore he waskilled ina helicop-
ter crash in Dec 2021.

Then, Admiral Karambir
Singh wasappointed as the Na-
vy chief in May 2019, supersed-
ing the then Andaman Nico-
bar Command chief Vice Ad-
miral Bimal WVerma. Both
times, the govt contended it
had taken the decision “based
onmerit, not just seniority”.

There have been other ex-
ceptions to the seniority
principle in the past as well,
Indira Gandhi, for instance,
superseded Lt-Gen 8 K Sin-
hatoappoint Gen A S Vaidya
as Army chief in 1983. Simi-
larly, Air Chief Marshal S K
Mehra became [AF chief by
superseding Air Marshal M
M Singh in 1988.

“Earlier, a new Service
chief was announced two
months in advance. These
last minute decisions are not
good for the morale of the
armed forces. There is also
increasing politicisation of
the armed forces, with some
top officers actively seeking
out politicians to push their
promotion claims,” a senior
officer said.

As mercury soars, bodies pile up in
Raj morgue beyond capacity of 40

Intishab.Ali@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: Bodies in Jaipur’s
state-run SMS Hospital's
mortuary have piled up in
the past two weeks and over-
shot 1ts capacity after sever-
al were picked up from road-
sides amid Rajasthan’s sear-
ing summer, fuelling fears
many could be suspected
heat-stroke victims.
On Sunday, Rajasthan
: econfirmed its first heat casu-
:  alty this year, 40-year-old Moti
: Singh of Sarana village in
Ajmer. The granite worker
fell ill Saturday while loading
stones on a tractor trolley. He
died on the way from a rural
health centre to the district

Temperature has hit 50 degrees
Celsius in some districts

hospital. Until now, the govt
denied any heat deaths,
though the mercury's march
to 50 degrees Celsius in some
districts led to claims about
fatalities and grave illnesses.

The numbers at SMS Hos-
pital’s mortuary — which

hasacapacityof 40 —aretell-
ing. The bodies have almost
doubled to 42 from 22 on May
10, Half are of unidentified
individuals. Officials said
these were typically found by
police on the streets.

The situation has become
increasingly challenging for
the hospital staff as they
struggle to accommaodate the
erowing number of bodies
within the limited space,

According to officials,
the surge in unidentified
bodies may be attributed to
heat-wave deaths but cannot
be officially categorised as
such as elaborate guidelines
are in place for declaring
such fatalities,

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

2 MP security personnel dead
after drinking ‘poison’ beer

Times NEews NETWORK

Bhopal: T'wo Special Armed
Force personnel died on Sun-
day from suspected poison-
ing afterdrinking beer on Sat-
urday night in MP's Chhind-
wara. The deceased, head
constable Dhaniram Uike,
50, was off duty and consta-
ble Premlal Kakodia, 54, was
guarding the bungalow of
the SAF unit commander
from 8pm tomidnight.

“T'wo beer cans, two glass-

es, and a packet containing
some powder were found in
Dhaniram’s scooter: Premlal,
in his dying declaration, said
Dhaniram had brought the
beer around 9pm, and they
both drank outside the bun-
galow. There wasnothird per-
son there,” Chhindwara SP
Manish Khatritold TOI.
After the drink, Premlal
resumed his duty and Dha-
niram returned home. Soon,
both fell ill. Dhaniram died
on way to hospital. Premlal

Goan. ol Hihar

Fax 0612 2224

Cabinet Secretariat Department

(Directorate of Aviation)
Patna Airport, Patna — 800014.
TEL. No:- 0612-2225659, 2224423

614, e-mail-cadbihar@bihar.gov.in

Letter. No: CBN (misc.)-05-76/2023- 415

CORRIGENDUM

3workers feared dead in
rat-hole mine in Assam: At
least 3 coal miners, two from
Meghalaya and one from
Nepal, were feareddeadina
rat-hole mine that caved in
Sunday due toalandslidein
Tinsukia, reports Rajib Dutta.

was admitted to a hospital,
which informed police. He
regained consciousness
around 5am on Sunday and
recorded his statement be-
fore death, said police.
“Whether one of them
mixed some poisonous sub-
stance, or they did it mutual-
Iv or some other chemical
caused their death will be
clear after investigation. We
have collected all the samples,
including stomach wash, for
the forensic test,” the SP said.
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- Army defuses 3
. IEDs near dam
in Manipur,

. averts tragedy

Guwahati: Army defused 3
powerful IEDs near Maphou
dam inImphal Easton Satur-
day, averting a major loss of
life and property, reports
Mukut Das. Security forces
found the IEDs — 2 weighing
2kgand one 5kg —planted on
a road connecting Nongdam
Tangkhul and Etham Tangk-
hul villages during routine
areadomination.

“Army columns swiftly cor-
doned off the area before the
bomb disposal squad arrived,”
Army spokesperson Lt Col
Amit Shukla said on Sunday
Electronic detonators were al-
sofound alongside the IEDs.

The incident comes less
than a week after nine mili-
tants of two banned outfits-
Kangleipak Communist Par-
ty (Taibanganba) and Revolu-
tionary People’s Front (RPF)/
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA)—were arrested.

2 women injured
in Maoist IED
blast at home in
C'garh’s Sukma

Raipur: Two women were in-
jured in a Maoist IED blast at
their house in a remote village,
10km from dreaded Maoist
commander Madvi Hidma's
home, in Chhattisgarh’s Suk-
ma district Sunday morning.

Medical help could not re-
ach the injured till late on Sun-
day in Bheemapuram village,
hometobattalion1of Maoists.

It's not known if Maoists
stashed the IED in the house
or planted it there, Sukma SP
Kiran Chavan told TOI.

“We are in touch with the
sarpanch. We have appealed to
villagers to help the women
leave the village for treatment.
Police are trving their best.
Sending troops to the naxal
hubisrisky,” the SP said.

Chavan said that Maoists
often hide IEDs and explosives
invillagers’ houses. TN

9 die in 24 hours
in T'gana rains;
May toll hits 32

Hyderabad: Telangana re-
ported 9 rain-related deaths on
Sunday;, raising the toll to 32 in
May sofar, weeks before the on-
set of monsoon.

On May 8, a two-hour spell
of torrential rainfall resulted
in the death of 20 people across
the state, followed by another
three deaths due to lichining.

(On Sunday, 2 people died in
Hyderabad’s Miyapurarea,

Four construction workers
died when the asbestos sheet
along with a newly constructed
wall collapsed on them in Na-
garkurnool on Sunday. In an-
other accident, a person died
after a stone kept atop the asbe-
stos sheet of a house flew off
and hit their car’'s windshield.
In another incident, two people
riding a bike from Bommala-
ramaram to Shamirpet died af-
ter a huge tree fell on them at
Thimmaipalli in Keesara. tuw

!

HC takes suo motu notice, calls
Ra]kot fire man—made dlsaster

Tl ‘_1"-1_

Debris being removed on 5unday from the gaming zone in Rajkot where 28 were killed in a devastating fire

Tinaes NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A special
bench of Gujarat HC, which
assembled here on Sunday to
take suo motu cognizance of
the deaths at the Rajkot gam-
ing zone, called the fire an
“unfortunate tragedy”
which was “prima facie a
man-made disaster™,

A bench of Justice Biren
Vaishnav and Justice Devan
Desai cited news reports and
observed that such gaming
zones and recreational facili-
ties in the state have come up
without necessary approvals
from competent authorities.
The judges directed four mu-
nicipal corporations — Ah-
medabad, Vadodara, Surat
and Rajkot — and the state
govt to come up with details
about the provisions of law
under which their author-
ities allowed such gaming
zones to be set up and operat-
ed. HC has granted one day’s
time to the lawvers of these

municipal corporations to
come up with replies.

The bench expressed
shock at news reports that
TRP gaming zone in Rajkot
had taken advantage of the
loopholes in the Gujarat Com-
prehensive General Develop-
ment Control Regulations
(CGDCR) to pave the way for
creating illegal recreational
activities. The court took no-
tice of the fact that like Rajkot,
such gaming zones have
mushroomed in Ahmedabad,
from Sidhu Bhavan Road to
SG Highway and SP Ring
Road, “which pose significant
threat to public safety, espe-
cially innocent children”.

Cm the issue of loopholes
in CGDCR, HC directed the
municipal corporations to
show whether the gaming
zones operating under their
respective jurisdictions had
undertaken compliance of
firesafety regulations.

President of Gujarat HC
Advocates’ Association, Bri-

jesh Trivedi, and advocate
Amit Panchal, who demand-
ed HC's intervention in this
matter, appeared before the
court and drew the court’s at-
tention on how a stock of in-
flammable material was kept
carelessly at the gaming zone
in Rajkot. This led the court
to say, “Prima-facie, a man-
made disaster has occurred
where many lives have been
lost and families have griev-
ed today for theloss of lives in
their respective families...’
Advocate Panchal has
sought action in this matter
by filing an application in re-
lation to a PIL which he had
filed in 2020 about fire safety
in hospitals. He pointed out
that despite direction from
HC and SC to the state govt to
strictly implement the fire
safety rules, this tragedy has
occurred showing gross neg-
ligence on the authorities’
part. HC has also directed to
list the 2020 PIL along with
the suomotu PIL on Monday.

. brother-in-law, and his sister’s family. “
: of my family members went to the second
: floor to save the children, but they could not
: come out,” Chauhan said. The toll touched
: 28, The severely burnt bodies were unidenti-
: fiable, necessitating DINA tests, which would
: take time. Authorities compiled a list of peo-
. plereported “missing” after the fire.

Five of a family killed in inferno,
newlywed couple among missing

Tinmes News NETWORK

: Rajkot: Pradeepsinh Chauhan stood among
: many anxious relatives of the "missing” out-
: side Rajkot civil hospital, enduring the swel-
- tering Sunday heat without food or water, hop-

ing for any positive news about their loved

ones. None came. Chauhan said five members
. of hisfamily perished inthedevastatingfireat
: TRP Game Zone the previous evening.

This included his 15-vear-old son, his
Two

Among the “missing” was a newly mar-

ried couple—Vivek, 26, and Khushali Dusa-
: ra, 24—and their sister-in-law Tisha. The
: family in Gir Somnath district spent a sleep-

lessnight, unabletoreachthe couple overthe

: phone. They travelled Sunday to Rajkot. Vi-
+ vek and Khushali had tied the knot just two
: months earlier, adding to the heartbreak of
: their sudden loss.

Surpalsinh Jadejahad visited the game

: zone with two friends, but was later listed as
: “missing”. His father Pathubha said, “My
: sonwas involved intherescue. He wassaving
: people. I was in contact with him. But after
: some time we lost contact.”

Kalpesh Bagda, 22, had been working at the

Wumen wait outside a hospital mortuary to collect
bodies of their family members in Rajkot on Sunday

gamezone for the past two years. He is now pre-
sumed dead. Bagdahad been a source of hope
for his family. His uncle Mansukhbhai lament-
ed: “Kalpesh’sfamily was hoping for a good life
with his new job. But now everyvthing is gone.”

Monu Gaud, a 17-yvear-old who had come
towork atthegamezone just20daysagofrom
Uttar Pradesh, wasalsoon the “missing™ list.
“Had we known that this job would take his
life, T would not have called him here,” his
aunt Sangeeta said.

Daksh, who went to the game zone with his
10-vear-old cousin, described the harrowing es-
cape. “The fire broke out near the emergency
exit gate and it blocked the exit. The area was
covered withatinsheet. I kicked and broke it to
get out. Some people jumped from the first
floor. Those who could not jump died.” he said.
Daksh’s brother suffered injuries to his hand
and forehead and 1s under treatment.

. Hub of making sitars and gwtars Dadpur
village in Bengal IS seeped in string melody

slgmng sitars and surbahars.
“Not a single part is made with
the help of amachine, Itis wholly

sitar wvirtuoso tugs at heart-
sirings, it might just be an ode to
some nimble fingers in faraway
Dadpur. The nondescript village
in Uluberia in Bengal's Howrah
district literallv rises with string
melody and sleeps with it. Most
of its 250-0dd households are en-

dependent on human skills and
acumen,” said Abhijit.

Kolkata, Varanasi, Lucknow,
Pune, Delhi and Patna are among
thecitiesfrom where Dadpur gets
big orders. “Apart from bulk
sales, we get individual orders
from across the country Many

Know all men by these present that our
client Sri. Poonam Choudhary, S/o.5ri
Kalaram Choudhary, Rio Plot No. 1552 & 1553,
Flal.No.501. Raja Rajeshwarl Nagar,
Kondapur, Beside Gem Motors, Kondapur,
Ranga Reddy Disl. Telanagana-500:084, is
intending to purchase Scheduled Property-|,
a portion of the Plat No. 125, admeasuring to
an extent of Ac.2.495 Gis in Sy No. 172 situated
at Bollaram-(V), Marsapur Talug, Medak-Dist.,

With reference to our Tender No.-CBN (misc.)-05-78/2023-143 Dated-
27.02.2024 (PR.NO.018442 (CSD) 2023-24) and Corrigendum MNo.- 263 Dt
03.04.2024 (PR.NO. 000035 (CSD) 2024-25) & No.- 383 Dt. 10.05.2024 (PR.NO.
000704 (CSD) 2024-25) for hiring of One 7+2/842 seating capacity VIR/VVIP
Configuration twin Engine Helicopter on wet lease for a period of 05 years, due to
unavoidable Circumstances we hereby revise the Sthedule of Events as below.

S e

Kamalendu Bhadra

d bounded by: NORTH: Neighbours Land, : gy 2
S/n.|  Schedule of Events Reviseddateandtime | o o femaiaing porfionof e andinPiot| | €aged in making sitars, surba- popular brands take unfinished
i Last date for submission of proposals 31.05.2024 No.125 being sold to Auro enterprises Pyt Lid., harsand guitars. instruments from us,” said Di-
& Technical bid opening e EAST: Road No.8, West: Plot No.135 and “This art is different from pak. These brands later

Scheduled Property |l, & portion of the Plot

many others. It requires not just customise the instruments ac-

i iddi isati : No, 125, admeasuring 1o an extent of Ac,2.500
2. | Presentation by Bidding organisations |  05.06.2024 (11:00AM) Gis in Sy. NoA72 stuated at Bolaram-v),| | delicate craftsmanship but a re- cording to their specifications.
3 Opening of Financial Bid 11.06.2024 ot RORTH. remaining oorten ot hetang | | fined sense of music too. That's a: Eminent Kolkata sitar player
a Award of Contract 18.06.2024 Plot No.125 being sold to Manaksia Crowns echiev&d _thrﬂugh rigorous train- Most of Dadpur's 250-0dd households make sitars, surbahars and guitars Pundit Deboprasad Chakrabarty
: B E:%tfﬁgsgruﬁzlf:t;;ﬂ%ﬂ-E:EE;:;E ing, passion and perseverance,” vouched for Dadpur's cachet.
5 Positioning of Helicopter 25.06.2024 cansiderabion Frorm M. BIKM- [ndusteiss said Shyamal Halder whose fa- pentine lanes — almost resem- lage. At least one member from “They never compromise on

ther Tarapada Halder started
nearly 65 vears back when he went
to Lucknow as a youth and learnt
to make stringed instruments,

Shvamal’s words about “train-
ing and passion” found resonance
on the verandah of a house nearby,
There, master craftsman Dipak
Halder was engrossed in the task
of “Joari” —fine-tuning a sitar;

In the serenity of Dadpur’s
abundant greenery, ponds and ser-

quality. The price is reasonable,
affordable even for beginners.”
Ironically, the comment about
prices coincided with a jarring
note in Dadpur — a refrain about
low earnings. Most craftsmen
complained that they did not
make enough money in spite of
their full-time engagement and
the high market value of their in-
struments, especially when these
were marketed by big players.

each household 1s into this,” said
Samar Mondal, who has been en-
gaged inone of the workshops for
17 years. Crafting a sitar is an in-
tricate task. Each part — body-
making, curving, engraving, pol-
ishing and tuning — requires
craftsmen specialising in that
particular aspect.

Abhijit Mondal switched to
instrument-making a few vears
back. He is now an expert in de-

bling a painting in watercolour —
Dipak was immersed in playing
Raag Jaunpuri. The purity of the
notes his fingers were producing
was accentuated by the ambience,
Dadpur’s instruments have
travelled far and wide, across the
country and abroad. Many in the
village have shifted to making in-
struments from other professions.
“*Sitars and surbahars are
made in 12 workshops in this vil-

Limited situated at Commerce House, 2nd
Floor, Room No. 11, 2A, Ganesh Chandra
Avenue, Kolkata - 700 013.

Therefare, aur client is hereby calls upon
the public in general that, If anybady Is having
any objection or interest over the sald properly,
they may contact the undersigned with all the
ariginal documents within 7 {Saven) days from
the date of this notice otherwise our client will
procead with sale iranzaction as if there are
no objeciions from any guarter.

Sd/- Myapathi Jayapal, Advocate,
For RVR Associates
IPR Altorneys & Advocates, G-4, #3-4-543 &
544, Laxmi Nilayam Aparimenis
Marayanguda, Hyderabad-27, Telangana
+31 6300598501, +31 91001 10066

2. Tender received before or on Technical bid opening date i.e. 21.05.2024 will be
considered. Company or Firm who has already submitted the tender, need not
submit it again.

3. Other terms and conditions of the tender and subsequent Corrigendums will
remainunchanged.

This information is available on www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

Director
Directorate of Aviation,
Cabinet Secretariat Department,
Govt. of Bihar, Patna

PR. No. 000934 (CSD) 2024-25

Armadl s Frarem 2024 12 Aaern | B
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May Necessitate
Surgical Or Med
Intervention

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Medications like
Wegovy and Ozempic, effective
for rapid weight reduction, may
come with the risk of uncom-
mon yvet serious side effects, in-
cluding abdominal paralysis, a
condition characterised by de-
layed stomach emptying, a new
UUS study has suggested.
Abdominal paralysis can
cause unintended weight loss,
malnutrition and other compli-
cations that may require medi-
cal orsurgical intervention.
Thestudy, results of which
has been published only in ab-
stract form, found people who
took Wegovy and Ozempic, al-
so referred to as GLP-1agonist
drugs, were 30% more at risk
of developing abdominal pa-
ralysis compared to those who
did not. Glucagon-like pep-
tide-1 receptor  agonists
(GLP-1RAs), also known as
GLP-1 agonists, are a class of
medications used to treat
Type 2diabetes and obesity,
The study, presented at a
medical conference — Diges-
tive Disease Week 2024 — in
Washington on Saturday, is
based on an analysis of there-
cords of more than three lakh
persons with diabetes and
obesity of which 1.65 lakh
were prescribed GLP-1 ago-
nists that are known to slow
stomach emptying and stimu-

Study: Weight loss drugs up

abdominal paraly5|s risk

Istock

Wegovy and Ozempic are not legally available in India. However, reports
suggest that these drugs are being sourced through the grey market

late  insulin  production
among other things.

Dr Prateek Sharma, profes-
sorof medicine at the Universi-
ty of Kansas, who led the study,
told T'OI that abdominal paral-
yvsisisarareside-effectof these
drugs but given the high usage
of GLP-1 drugs, or weight-loss
drugs as it is commonly re-
ferred to, it's important too
warn people about it. “These
drugs are new and while the
positive effects are well-estab-
lished and talked about, we are
vet to discover the full extent of
its long-term side-effects and
that's why [ feel people who are
taking them should be care-
ful,” he said.

Wegovy and Ozempic are
not legally available in India.
However, reports suggest that
these drugs are being sourced
by many through the grey
market at premium. Recently;
a Denmark-based company
called Novo Nordisk has
launched ‘Rybelsus’ which
has semaglutide — the main
ingredient of Ozempic — In
tablet form in India. It has
been approved for diabetes

management but, doctors say,
thedrugisalsobeingused ‘off-
label’ for weight loss,

Wegovy and Ozempic were
also initially approved for dia-
betes management. But when
reports emerged that it could
helplose10-15% weight withina
yvear, the US FDA allowed its
limited use in people with obes-
ity aswell. Soon, thedrug group
took the world by storm as peo-
ple, including celebrities such
as Elon Musk and Oprah Win-
frey; said they were using it.

Dr Anocop Misra, chair-
man, Fortis C-Doc, said Rybel-
susisquiteexpensivewithone
month’s prescription amount
costing over Rs 10,000. “Given
the popularity of these drugs,
it 1s likely that we may have
easy availability of thedrugin
nearfutureand that tooat less-
er costs which is good as these
drugs have proven to be effec-
tive in managing blood sugar,
reducing weight, and even in
managing chronic Kidney dis-
ease, But the medical commu-
nity as well asthe public needs
to be aware of its side-effects,”
he said.

According to Dr Randhir
Sud, chairman of the depart-
ment of digestive and hepato-
biliarv sciences at Medanta
hospital, drugs like Wegovy
and Ozempic work by slowing
the stomach movement and
thus reducing appetite. “Us-
ers can feel nausea and vomit-
ingwhen they start taking the
drug but in most cases these
side-effects are likely to sub-
side. Thaven't comeacrossany
case of abdominal paralysis
vet but these are early days of
itsusage in India,” he said.

In the US study, Sharma
and hiscolleagues used alarge
database to analyze health-
care records of over 120 mil-
lion patients, focusing on
those with diabetes and obesi-
tv Thev compared patients
taking GLP-1drugstoacontrol
group, matching them by de-
mographics and health fac-
tors. Over one yvear, they found
that 32% of GLP-1 users expe-
rienced gastrointestinal is-
sues like nausea, GERD, and
stomach paralyvsis. While
(GLP-1users had more Gl-relat-
ed procedures, they had slight-
ly fewer ER visits and hospital
admissions. This suggeststhat
while GLP-1 drugs increase Gl
side effects, they don't lead to
more severe health crises re-
quiring emergency care or
hospitalisation, the Kansas
University professor said.

“We aren't saying that one
shouldn't use them. But our
research clearly underscores
the need for medical monitor-
ing of gastro-intestinal side-
effects such as abdominal pa-
ralysis that can impact quali-
ty of life,” he added.
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Block i mcommg int’l spoofed calls, govt tells telcos

Tisaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: To tackle cyber
criminals, Govt has directed
telecom operators to block all
incoming international
spoofed calls that display Indi-
an mobile numbers.

The Department of Tele-
com (Dol said fraudsters are
making international spoofed
calls displaying Indian mo-
bile numbers to mobile users
and committing cybercrime
and financial frauds.

Such calls appear to be
originating within India but

arebeing made by cybercrimi-

nals from abroad by manipu-
lating the calling line identity
(CLI) and have been misused
in recent cases of fake digital
arrests, FedEx scams, drugs
or narcotics in courier, imper-
sonation as govt and police of-
ficials, disconnections of mo-
bile numbers by DoT or TRAI
officials, etc.

“DoT and Telecom Service
Providers (TSPs) have de-
vised a system to identify and
block such international
spoofed calls from reaching
any Indian telecom subscrib-

er. Now directions have been
issued to the TSPs for block-
ing such incoming interna-

tional spoofed calls,” an offi-
cial statement said.
The incoming interna-

tional spoofed calls with Indi-
an landline numbers are be-
ing already blocked by the
TSPs as per the directions is-
sued bv DoT.

“Despite best efforts, there
may still be some fraudsters
who succeed through other
means. For such calls, vou can
help everybody by reporting
such suspected fraud commu-

nications at the Chakshu fa-

cility on Sanchar Saathi,” the
statement said.
Last week, DoT had

issued directives to the tele-
com operators tocarry out im-
mediate re-verification of 6.8
lakh mobile numbers within
60 days that are suspected to
have been obtained using

invalid, non-existent, or
fake documents.
The depariment has

flagged around 6.80 lakh mo-
hile connections as potential-
ly fraudulent after advanced
Al-driven analvsis.
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EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS (STANDALONE & CONSOLIDATED)
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31" MARCH, 2024 R

PARTICULARS

STANDALONE

Quarter ended

(Audited) | (Unaudited)

(Audited)

Year ended

(Audited) | (Audited)

Quarter ended

CONSOLIDATED

Year ended

31.03.2024 | 31.12.2023 | 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024) 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024| 31.12.2023 | 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024) 31.03.2023
(Audited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited)

(Audited)

|Audited)

Todal income from Operations (Nef) 206522 | 201266] 185238 | 778429 704946| 206522 | 201266 | 1,852.38 | 7.784.29 | 7.045.46
Net Profit for the Period (before 1ax & exceptional items) 043.12 696.09| 86431 | 284344| 228041 94312 B9613| B64.26| 284335 228522
Net Profit for the Period before tax {after exceptional items)| 94312 | 696.09| B864.31 | 2,84344| 2280.41| 04312| 606.13| 064.26| 2,843.39| 2,280.22
Net Profit for the Period after tax (after exceptional items) f00.16 519149| 63919 | 2,11674| 1.701.62| 700.16] 51%23| 639.14| 211660 1,701.43
Total Comprehensive Income for the period (comprising

Profit for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive 713.63 523.15| 65820 | 213652 1,726.36| 71363| 52319) ©668.15) 213647 1,726.17
Income {after tax))

Paidd up Equity Share Capital (FV - ¥ 10/- each) 200190 | 200150200190 | 2,001.90( 2001.90] 2,001.890( 200190} 2001.90] 2,001.90] 2001.90
Other Equity (excluding Revaluation Reserve) .4 N.A. NA. [14,61240( 13,443.35 M4 N.A M.A [14,610.66{13,441.66
Securities Premium Account N N.A. N.A. 1.26 1.26 N.A N.A, M.A. 1.26 1.26
Net Warth N.A hA&, N.A. |16,614.30] 15,445.25 NA, LA, N.A, [16.612.56] 15,443.56
Paid up Debt Capital’ Outstanding Debt* - . . | 74,032.21] 62,947 90 - . -|74.032.21] 62 947.90
Debt Equity Ratio N.A. A, NA. 4 05 3.96 N.A N.A. A 405 3.96
Eaming per Share (FY - $10/- each)

(The EPS for quarters are not annualised)

i} Basic 3.50 2.59 3.19 10.57 8.50 3.50 259 3191  10.57 8.50
il} Diluted 3.50 2.59 3.19 10.57 8.50 3.50 2.59 3.19 10.57 8.50
Debenture Redemption Reserve® " {as at year end) MA N_A. NA | 272611 28596.95 M.A. MA. NA | 272611 2,896.95

* Dutstanding Debt excluding Ind AS Adjustments ** Debenture Redemption Reserve as on 317 March 2024 and 31" March 2023 respectively.

NOTES:

1. The above Financial Results of the Company have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors in their megting held on
24" May 2024. These Financial Results have also been audited by the Statutory Auditors of the Company,

2. The Board of the Company recommended a Final Dividend @ %2.65. per share of 10 each subject to approval in the AGM. The Company also paid Interim Dividend

@ 1.50 per share, Thus, Total Dividend for FY 2023-24 is3830.79 Crore i.e.41.50% of the Face Valug of the shares.

3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quartery/ Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and 52{4) of the SEBI {Listing
(bligations and Disclosure Requirement) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Financial Results is available on the websites of BSE Limited (URL:
www.bseindia.com/corporates), National Stock Exchange of India Limited (UBL: www.nseindia.com/corporates) and the same is also available on the company's

website (URL: www.hudco.org.in).

4. There are changes and addition in existing accounting policies, which are only clarificatory in nature and have no financial implications on the Financial Statements of the

Company.

Place: New Delhi
Date: 24" May, 2024
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY

THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, MAY 27,2024

‘AAP netas a bunch of propagandists

who believe in Goebbels’ principles’

Confident of significant gains in states like West Bengal, Odisha, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh while equally sure of retaining dominance in
north and central India, BJP president J P Nadda tells TOI's Akhilesh Singh his party is set to retain office with a thumping majority. Excerpts:

Just one phase of polling remains. What is
your assessment of BJP and NDA's
performance?

B See, BJP on its own has already
crossed the majority mark... some
guesstimates suggest the party has
won 310 seats after five phases. After
seven phases, our party is poised to
cross 370 seats and NDA will cross 400,
The mood across the country is very
positive for the BJP-led alliance. Vot-
ers trust Narendra Modi and they are
voting for BJP to make him PM again.
There is no ambiguity among them,
which makes us confident of winning
with a bigger margin. Even opposition
parties have started acknowledging
that BJP is winning and they are
sounding distressed. Their tone
changed from the third phase onwards
as they realised that there is a wave
for BJP and PM Modi.

Which factors do you think are working
for BIP?

® Modi ji’s leadership has been the key
factor. There 1s a general teeling, I
think unanimity, across the country
that PM Modi has brought about a
paradigm change across the social
spectrum, including the political cul-
ture of the country... politics of report
card, politics of accountability, perfor-
mance, last-mile delivery,
saturating implementa-
tion of social welfare
schemes. There is un-
flinching trust in PM Modi’s leader-
ship among diverse sections. Be it
educated or semi-educated, urban or
rural resident, they have all been ben-
eficiaries and the wayv global percep-
tion about the image of the country
has changed has resulted in optimism
and enthusiasm. Before 2014, there
was Indifference towards governance
and political leadership of the country.
PM Modi changed that. Let me give
you a few examples. We entered the
poll fray in Tamil Nadu and Kerala in
a big way and our candidates had to
face entrenched regional players like
AIADMEK and DMK in TN and the two
alliances (LDF, UDF) in Kerala. How-
ever, thanks to the Modi factor, we are
expecting seats from these states also.
If yvou look at the popularity chart,
Prime Minister Modi has trumped and

e |
TOI INTERVIEW

k)
. |

i \ A
there is hardly anvone raising ques-
tions about his leadership. Ease of
living, and empowerment of women,
poor, farmers and youth created a pro-
Maodi wave. Besides, people are feeling
proud about the focus on cultural her-
itage as we have a slogan *Vikas Bhi,
Virasat Bhi’, which underlines our
aim to move on with the times and yet
remember our legacy,

Reports suggest that BJP is not improving
its performance in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
and its struggle for a foothold in the two
states continues.

B | have no idea about yvour source of
information but let me tell vou that
our party is going to win seats in Ta-
mil Nadu and it could happen in Ker-

BJP is going to win
6 seats in Tamil Nadu

and it could
happen in Kerala too. We
may not win too many
seats but BJP's vote is set
to increase significantly.
Modi’'s popularity was
seen in both states but
translating that
popularity into electoral
wins takes time as you
need a strong local
organisation and
winnable candidates.
However, we are going to
break the myth about TN
and Kerala being alien
territory for us and our
footprint there is going to
only expand

ala too. We may not win too many seats
but BJP's vote 18 set to Increase sig-
nificantly. Modi's popularity was seen
in both states but translating that
popularity into electoral wins takes
time as yvou need a strong local organ-
1sation and winnable candidates. How-
ever, we are going to break the myth
about TN and Kerala being alien ter-
ritory for us and our footprint there is
going to only expand.

What is your reaction to AAP's allegation
that their Rajya Sabha MP, Swati Maliwal,
is a ‘BJP agent'?

B See, AAP leaders, and [ say with full
responsibility, are urban Naxals in
disguise. And in a way, their styvle of
functioning is to create disorder in

society. Therefore, spreading lies and
falsehoods come easily to them. They
had pledged not to join politics, they
tfloated a political outfit, they ruled out
alliance with Congress but they are
now allies. They claim to be anti-cor-
ruption but have been proven to be,
despite being a voung outfit, the most
corrupt. They assured respect for
women, look at the way they have be-
haved (Maliwal’s assault). There is a
huge gap between what they say and
what they do. The liquor scam and as-
sault on a woman MP have exposed
them. Swati Maliwal's case has ex-
posed Arvind Kejriwal personally, his
true face is now there for people to see.
This 1s their way of functioning that
they first commit sin (paap) and then
make wild allegations to divert atten-
tion. They believe in anarchy. They
have no ideology... their only ideology
is to grab power and hold it at all costs.
When they are caught red-handed,
then their conduct gets more outra-
geous, Maliwal is Kejriwal's party MP,
the incident happened in his house,
and they released the video, his party
MP made the allegations and lodged
an FIR and they have to call her a BJP
agent. AAP leaders are propagandists,
who believe in Goebbels' principles.

You sound confident that NDA will win 400
seats but reports suggest that BIP is not
doing too well in Uttar Pradesh despite
there being no SP-BSP alliance like 2019.
Moreover, construction of Ram temple
has taken place but it seems a sweep by
BIP is far-fetched.

B Ram temple is an issue of faith for
us and not a political issue, we have
maintained it for vears and still feel
so. If you remember, the alliance of
the two caste-based parties (SP and
BSP) in 2019 was said to be formidable
and it was believed BJP won't repeat
its success of 2014. However, political
pundits were proven wrong and BJP
won 62 seats and the alliance’s tally
was 64. Again, there has been an at-
tempt to set the poll narrative on caste
and communal lines. However, the
groundswell is so different from the
reports vou are talking about. There
1s a one-way wave in favour of BJP and
people have made up their minds to
make BJP the winner again.

There is no denying
6 that an attempt in

Rajasthan was made
to divide voters on caste lines
and | can say that the
opposition succeeded in a
few seats. | agree that there
are tough contests in a few
seats but | don't see
significant damage
happening there

Maharashtra and Karnataka played a big
role in helping BJP cross 300 seats in
2019. But the political situation in both
states has changed.

B There will not be much of a differ-
ence in the two states. BJP will achieve
90% of its targets.

Similar reports are coming from
Rajasthan as well.

m There is no denying that an attempt
in Rajasthan was made to divide vot-
ers on caste lines and I can say that
the opposition succeeded in a few
seats. [ agree that there are tough con-
tests in a few seats but [ don’t see sig-
nificant damage happening there,

Your tenure as BJP president has wit-
nessed induction of outsiders. Don't you
think there will be a clash of ambitions
and interests and that may translate into
disappointment among the old party
members?

m We focus on three important factors,
First, BJP is an ideology-based party,
second we are cadre-based and third
we have a mass following. We don't
accept all but we follow a long pro-
cess of due diligence and assess
them on the three parameters.

We assess what strength is add-

ed, our old cadres are not dis-
turbed and our ideology is not
compromised. Our party is a big
family, and we ensure a balance to
safeguard the interests of the party
cadre and accommodating a newcom-
er. You haven't heard of any protest
against anyone joining the party. We

manage it. We also take cadres into
confidence. There might be reserva-
tions in a few guarters but our inter-
nal democracy and structure are so
inclusive that anvone joining the
party feels the comfort.

BJP won 303 seats in 2019 but your target
is to win 370 this time, which states do
you think the party is improving?

® West Bengal is for sure, look at the
way Mamata Banerjee is behaving.
She is set to be wiped out. I won't be
surprised if BJP wins 18 seats in
Odisha. We are headed for
double-digit figures in Telangana and
doing well in Andhra Pradesh
with our allies. North-east and north
India will be intact.

There is discussion that RSS has not been
very active in the ongoing polls?

B Not at all. RSS is a social organisa-
tion and not a political outfit. You
can’'t expect it to work like a political
organisation, it won't be acceptable
for its leadership

also. But we have
a common ideo-
logical bond
and we work
for the same
ideological
goals. We have
always received
RSS support in
our endeavours
and they have
been helpful this
time too.

BJP-led Guj govt allowed
Muslim quota under OBC
category: Tejashwi to PM

INDIA bloc to form
next govt: Kharge

Phase 6 turnout rises to 03.4%, [oosmevr

exceeds polling in previous lap
With 82.7%, Bengal Clocks Highest Voting Across India

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesgroup.com

Patna: A day after PM Naren-
dra Modi accused INDIA bloe

pm to 64.8% on Sunday eve-

FIGURE REMAINS UNCHANGED IN UP

New Delhi: Overall voter
turnout in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion’s sixth phase held on Sat-

ning. The uptick was also sig-
nificant in Odisha; the revised
turnout was 4.1 percentage
points higher that the 69.6%

of planning to give reserva-
tions meant for OBCs/SCs/
STs/EBCs to Muslims, Bihar

ongress president

Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday called Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “jhoothon ka

urday stood revised to over West Bengal 795 polling declared by EC towards leader of opposition and ex- sardar"(master of lies), alleging
63.4% by Sunday evening, odisha &q' b 245 the end of polling day, deputy CM Te- thathedid not fulfil any promise
beating the Phase 5 polling : : - West Bengal saw a 3.2 per- jashwi Prasad hehadmadetothe voters,
percentage that at 62.2% re- Jharkhand 638 634 centage point jump from 79.5% Yadav on Sun- reports ManojChaurasia.
mains the lowest so far, How- |Haryana 604 64.8  tp82.7%, possibly due to polling day wrote to the Claiming that INDIA bloc, and
ever, the turnout for Phase6is  |NCT of Delhi 577 587 parties having taken time to re- former, alleging not NDA, would form the next
still way lower than the poll- |Bihar b2 572 turnfrom the remote pollingsta- BJP-governed govt at the Centre, Kharge said
ing infirst four phases. JRK 54.3 548 tions. The rise i turnout in i Gujarat govt al- Congressregimes instates did

Polling data officially |yttar Pradesh 54 54 Jharkhand was around 1.6 per- lowed Muslim guota under whattheypromisedbefore
shared by the Election Com- overall 6L2 634 Ccentage points, in Bihar 1.9 per- OBC category. Tejashwi also assembly polls.

mission at 11.45 pm on Satur-
day had put the Phase 6 turn-
out at 61.2%:. It has since been
constantly updated via the
EC’s voter turnout app as
more polling parties returned
and submitted their reports,
resulting in a 2.2 percentage
points jump over the polling
day figure. Also, the Phase 6
turnout is now 1.2 percentage
points higher than Phase 5
polling, notwithstanding the
high temperatures recorded
in many of the constituencies
that went to polls on Saturday.

The turnout data for Phase
6, asavailableon the EC app at
10 pm on Sunday;, is almost fi-
nal as no repolls were sched-
uled after scrutiny held on

didates or their agents, sourc-
es told TOI. However, the cur-
rent turnout figures for all the
phases are based on EVM
votes and do not factor in post-
al ballots since the latter are
counted only on results dav.
The overall turnout in
NCT of Delhi stood revised to
58.7% on Sunday evening
from 57.7% at 11.45 pm on Sat-
urday. This is, however, still
lower than the 60.6% turnout
recorded in 2019, All the seven
parliamentary  constituen-
cies in Delhi too have clocked
lower turnouts as compared
to the last Lok Sabha election.
As per data available on
the voter turnout app on Sun-

parliamentary constituency
witnessed the highest polling
inthestate at 62.8%. Like 2019,
New Delhi clocked the lowest
turnout at 55.4%, followed by
South Delhiat56.4%. The poll-
ing percentage on Sunday eve-
ning was 57.8% in North West
Delhi, 58.6% in Chandni
Chowlk, 58.8% in West Delhi
and 59.5% in East Delhi.
Statewise turnouts, as up-
dated in the voter turnout app
by Sunday evening, show the
biggest rise of 4.9 percentage
points in Odisha, up from
6Y9.6% at Saturday 11.45 pm to
74.5% on Sunday evening, Al-
g0, therewas aclimbof 4.4 per-
centage points in Haryana, up

centage points, in J&K (.5 per-
centage points and in Delhi, 1
percentage points.

The turnout fisure for UP was
almost the same as Saturday

The Commission had on
Saturday said it will publish
the updated voter turnout fig-
ures for Phase6 by May 30.

Turnouts — which are pres-
ently basedon EVM votesand do
not include postal ballots which
are counted only on results day

have fluctuated through the
phases, with Phase 4 having re-
corded the highest polling at
69.2%, followed by 66.7% in
Phase 2, 66.1% in Phase 1 and
65.7% in Phase 3. The graph
dipped to the lowest at 62.2% in
Phase 5 but has since climbed
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attached with his letter a pur-
ported “central list of OBC
Muslims for Gujarat” to but-
tress his point.

“Perhaps, you are not
aware that various Muslim
castes are availing reserva-
tion under OBC category. You
vourself have served as the
chief minister of Gujarat for
13 years,” Tejashwi wrote in
his two-page letter to the PM,
advising against “spreading
confusion and hatred™.

The RJD functionary men-
tioned how the Centre “discov-
ered aunigue way toend reser-
vations” granted under the
Constitution, “Reservation is
available only in govt jobs un-
der Articles 15 and 16 of the

have abolished govt jobs from
railways, army, and other de-
partments, the concept of res-
ervation automatically stands
cancelled,” Tejashwi said. He
also addressed the issue of
reservations in the private
sector, which he claimed the
PM has ignored.
Tejashwialsoslammed the
PM over his “mujra” remark .
“After buffaloes and mangal-
sutras, the PM now uses the
term mujra. Should the lan-
guage of a PM be like this?”
the RJD leader asked.
Tejashwi accused the PM
for “publicly threatening” to
send him to jail and “under-
mining the importance of the

and Friday

back to63.2% in Phase6.

NDA-3 will implement UCC in next 5 yrs: Shah

Times News NETWORK

sunday inthepresenceof can- dayevening, North East Delhi  from 60.4% at Saturday 11.45 Constitution, but since vou centralagencies”.

25 words) on your social media handles

If voted to oftice, will fill
up 30L vacancies: Rahul

would be toppled, but he :
said the party was made of
sterner stuff. “BJP toppled :
the Goa, Arunachal and MP
govts by giving bribes in :
crores of rupees. But you :
: won't be able todo the
M same in Himachal be- :
cause people of this :
state know you too :
well," hesaidinUna. :

Modi had said in :
Mandi, whereBJPhas :
fielded actor Kangana Ra-
naut, that the Congress :
eovi'sdays werenumbered.

Calling Modi the “epi- :
centreof corruption”, Rahul
asked why the govt was not :
revealing the names of those
who donated under the elec- :
toral bond scheme., :

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

BJP pick held for : EC FIR against UP
hitting poll staff, | man over false
vandalising EVM VVPAT claim

Bhubaneswar: Prasanta Ja- Lucknow: Election Com-
gadev, BJP MLA candidate mission has lodged an FIR
from Odisha's Khurda, was against a man in UP’s Azam-
arrested Sunday for alleged- garh for falsely claiming that
ly vandalising an EVM and his VVPAT slip was different
assaulting polling staffer in from the party he had voted
the third phase of the polls for in Saturday’s polls. The
on Saturday, reports Deba- action followed a video-
brata Mohapatra. graphed “test vote” that de-
The 55-vear-old two-time bunked the claim.
MLA, earlier booked in 11 Poll officials initially told
criminal cases and known Arvind Rajbhar (25) that he
for unruly conduct, had had a misunderstanding, but
joined BJP ahead of theelec- he stuck tohisstand. “The test
tions on Feb 29 this year; vote was then conducted in
Jagadev was waiting to front of all agents and VVPAT
vote at a booth when he as- remained the same, The pro-
saulted polling staff for de- cedure was recorded as evi-
lays in voting, police sources dence,” UP chief electoral of-
said. He ransacked the booth, ficer Navdeep Rinwa said.
causing polling disruption Rajbhar was later handed
and damaging an EVM. over to police. tuw

‘Mann govt won't last long beyond June 4’

ome minister Amit Shah predicted on Sunday the end of the

Bhagwant Mann govt in Punjab after June 4, sayingitwasa
mystery to him whether the latter wanted to govern the state or be
AAP convenor and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal's “personal pilot”™,
reports Nidhi Bhardwaj. “He (Mann) accompanies Kejriwal ina
helicopter. The saving grace is that he did not go with Kejriwal to jail,”
Shah said in Ludhiana, where he was campaigning for BJP candidate
Ravneet Singh Bittu. “Mann should have been controlling corruption
in Punjab. But Kejriwal has to fight his case and needs to pay (legal)
fees, He gets it from ‘Punjab ATM', his den of corruption. He uses the
‘Mann credit card’ and takes the money to Delhi,” Shah said.

New Delhi: Home minister Times News NETWORK
Amit Shah, confidentof athird
term for the Narendra Modi-
led govt, has asserted that Uni-
form Civil Code will be imple-
mented across the country in
the next five years and justified
the PM'’s strident opposition to
Muslim quota by saying that if
opposing it was religion-based
campaign, then BJP would con-
tinue doing so.

In an interview with PTI,
Shah claimed BJP had not en-
gaged in religion-based cam-
paign. He accused Congress
of misleading people on Mus-
lim reservations, asserting
that BJP's stance was consis-
tent with its policies in Karna-
taka and Andhra Pradesh.

Shah defended Modi’s criti-

: Kullu/Shimla: Congress-
: led INDIA bloc has set itself
: “a realistic target” of filling
: 30 lakh job vacancies as soon
: as it comes to office, :
: unlike PM Modi's J
: “falsepromise” of pro- [
: viding employment to |*
: two crore people, Ra-
. hul Gandhi said in Hi-
- machal on Sunday. :
He declared Congress
: would also waive crippling
: farm loans and scrap the al-
: legedly illconceived Agni-
- path scheme for recruitment
. tothearmed forces.

: Rahul said PM Modi had
: been *“openly saying” the
: Congress govt in Himachal

Amit Shah at an election rally in
Bihar's Sasaram on Sunday

cism of Congress's religious
guotas and wealth redistrib-
ution promises, gquestioning
the practicality and sincerity
of such commitments. “If they
divide the truth into pieces to
mislead people, then isn'titour
duty to put these pieces togeth-
er and inform people,” he said.
Shah debunked allegations

about tampering of EVMs by
citing the opposition’s success-
es in West Bengal, Telangana,
Himachal and other states and
gaid, “If those elections were
fair, then this poll isalsofair™
Shah said Congress had re-
alised that it was headed for
another defeat and had start-
ed cooking up excuses to pre-

emptivelyexplain the impend-
ing loss. Shah claimed BJP
would achieve a larger victory
in opposition-governed states
due to a *positive mandate” for
Modi. He reiterated BJP’s con-
fidence that its alliance would
cross the 400-seat mark, calling
ita well thought-out goal rather
than a mere slogan.
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Guj govt forms
5-member SIT
to probe Rajkot
game zone fire

p Continued from P 1

ter victim identification

(DVI) cases in the country
in the recent years, said a se-
nior official from directorate
of forensic sciences in Gand-
hinagar, comparing it with
last wear's Balasore train
accident that claimed more
than 200 lives.

In response to the tragedy,
a special bench of Gujarat
high court convened Sunday,
taking suo motu cognisance
of the deaths and calling the
fire a "man-made disaster,”
Concurrently, ateam from Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force began clearing debris
from the site.

The FIR revealed that the
entertainment facility's
structure, which was the
height of a three-story build-
ing, lacked sufficient fire
safetveguipment. The facility
also operated without a
necessary fire no-objection
certificate (NOC).

The operators had never
applied for this certificate,
knowingly putting lives at
risk, according to the FIR.

Police had arrested Yuv-
rajsinh Solanki, 30, a partner
in Raceway Enterprise, and
Nitin Lodha, 45, the facility’s
managerand another partner.

Also, lookout notices have
been issued for the remaining
accused — Dhaval Thakkar,
Ashoksinh Jadeja, Kiritsinh
Jadeja, Prakashchandra Hi-
ran, and Rahul Rathod.

The accused face charges
under multiple sections of In-
dian Penal Code (IPC), includ-
ing culpable homicide not
amounting to murder, at-
tempt to commit culpable
homicide, causing hurt by
acts endangering life or per-
sonal safety and causing
erievous hurt by acts endan-
gering life or personal safety.

Rajkot police commission-
er Raju Bhargava said local
police granted a booking li-
cence to the gaming zone in
Nov 2023, which was renewed
for 2024. The facility, oper-
ational since 2021, had ob-
tained licences under differ-
ent names over the vears,

“Gujarat Police Act allows
police to regulate the fees of
amusement and entertain-
ment activities,. We had
issued the licence after get-
ting opinions from the roads
and building department and
the electrical department
about structural stability”
Bhargava said.

A special investigation
team (SIT) led by ACP Vidhi
Choudhary has been formed,
with a request made to the
home department toappointa
special public prosecutor to
expedite the trial.

Gujarat govt has also
constituted a five-member
special investigation team
(SIT) headed by ADGP Sub-
hash Trivedi to investigate
the fire thoroughly.

“The inquiry will begin
immediately to find those re-
sponsible... We will work with
commitment and complete
honesty and integrity to pro-
vide justice to the victims,”
Trivedi assured after meet-
ings with city officials.

(With inputs from Parth
Shastriin Ahmedabad)

I t is one of the biggest disas-

Pune pub near Porsche crash
spot sealed, officials allege
liquor-serving rule violations

Pune: Excise officials sealed late Saturday a Pune pub in
front of which a 17-year-old driving a Porsche Taycan hit
and killed two bike-borne techies on May 19. The officials
said the pub, Ballr, had violated licence norms and served
liguor without verifying customers’ age.
Whentheexcisesleuthswalked intothe pubinKalyani
Nagar around 11.45pm, nearly 500 patrons were enjoying
drinks and dance. Amid jeers, the officials told the DJ to
stop the music and directed the patrons to clear out, Min-

. Kolkata On Alert
As 135Kmph
Winds, Heavy
Rain Predicted

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: Over one lakh resi-
dents from low-lying coastal
Zones were evacuated to storm
shelters by Sunday afternoon
before Cyclone Remal made
landfall around 9m along
coasts of Bengal and Bangla-
desh — between Sagar Island
and Khepupara — around
100km from Kolkata.

The cyclone, categorised
as “wvery severe”, brought
wind speeds ranging from
110kmph to 120kmph, with
gusts up to 135kmph, accom-
panied by heavy rainfall.

In Kolkata, it disrupted
life, causing moderate rain-
fall of 23.9mm, with forecasts
predicting heavy rain be-
tween 70mm and 110mm Mon-
day. Transportation services,
including air, rail, and road,
experienced disruptions.
Kolkata airport suspended
operations for 21 hours, af-
fecting 394 flights, while East-
ern and South Eastern Rail-
ways cancelled several
trains. Kolkata port also sus-
pended cargo and container
handling for 12 hours.

Relief materials, such as
dry food and tarpaulins, have
been sent to coastal areas.
Quick response teams, con-
sisting of trained civil de-
fence volunteers and wvehi-
cles, have been deployed and
are ready for action.

Indian Coast Guard and
Navy deployed measures to
ensure safety of those at sea,
including broadcasting
alerts to fishing vessels and

1L evacuated along coast as
‘cyclone Remal makes landfall

A rail worker tIES a train to the track WIﬂ'I 'l:hEI.II"IS asa precautmnarsr
measure in Howrah on Sunday, ahead of landfall of cyclone Remal

PM reviews readiness with MHA, NDRF

rime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday chaired a high-

level meeting in New Delhi with his principal secretary PK
Mishra and other senior officials from National Disaster
Management Authority and home ministry and reviewed the
response and preparedness for cyclone ‘Remal’, likely to make a
landfall on the Bengal coast sometime Sunday midnight.

The PM was informed that National Crisis Management
Committee is in regular touch with West Bengal govt. He said
Centre has extended full support to the state and asked home
ministry to monitor the situation and take a review after landfall of
the cyclonein order to extend necessary assistance for restoration.

Modi has instructed that apart from 12 NDRF teams already
deployed in West Bengal and one in Odisha, more teams be kepton
standby for any emergency. He said ports, railways & highways be
kept on high vigil to avoid any untoward incidents.

deploying ships equipped
withdisasterrelief and medi-
cal supplies.

India Meteorological De-
partment’s eastern regional
head Somnath Dutta cau-
tioned about surface wind
speeds reaching 135kmph and
warned of potential damage,
although lesssevere compared
to Cyclone Amphan in 2020.

Bengal minister Akhil Gi-
riaffirmed the state’s readin-
ess, citing deployment of 117
flood centres in Sundarbans
and the use of school build-
ings for evacuee accommoda-

tion. “People have been evac-
nated from Ganga Sagar,
Namkhana, Kakdwip, Gosa-
ba, Basanti, Canning and oth-
er parts of Sundarbans,”
South 24 Parganas district
magistrate Sumit Guptasaid.
As Cyclone Remal contin-
ued its course, authorities re-
mained vigilant. Aireraft were
safely parked inside hangars
at the airport, with their
wheels secured with chains.
Passenger trolleys were se-
curely tied with ropes in the
bay, and sandbags were placed
toreinforce glass doors.

21-hr Kol airport °
closure sparks

scramble, sends
airfares soaring

Kolkata: A mad scramble for
tickets tofly out of Kolkataon
Sunday took air fares to
stratospheric levels before
Kolkata airport shut down
for 21 hours (from noon on
Sunday to 9am on Monday),
report Subhro Nivogi & Ta-
maghna Banerjee.

Between midnight and
12.16pm, the airport hosted
12,833 passengers who left
aboard 71 flights. Airlines
said most vacant seats were
booked on Saturday night
and early on Sunday.

On Sunday, Air India of-
fered quickest travel option
to Chennai, in 7 hours and 40
minutes. The fare worked out
to Rs 79,403 at 7.30am.

Airport officials said peo-
ple had gueued up before
booths at the departure level,
a rare sight given that most
bookings now happen online.

(With inputs from
Mayukh Sengupta)

Kolkata MC and resident
welfare associations took
precautionary measures,
urging residents to secure
loose items, keep wvehicles
parked indoors, and avoid
vulnerable structures.

Kolkata mayvor Firhad Ha-
kim said teams are on standby;
equipped with tree-cutters,
dumpers, bulldozers, & cranes
toremove uprooted trees.

(Inputs from Aheli

Banerjee, Saikat Ray, Suman
Chakraborti, Monotosh
Chakraborty. Suman
Mandal, Sarthak Ganguly)

PM rakes up ‘Cong’s pre-2014 plan’ to
‘create’ mmorlty institutions overnight

»Continued fromP1

odialso rdkpd up Con-
B/I gress’s “pre-2014 plan
declare schools,

colleges, and universities as
minority institutions”.

“For this, Congress swift-
lv changed laws overnight
and declared thousands of
educational institutions as
minority institutions, Previ-
ously, these institutions pro-
vided reservations to SCs,
STs, OBCs, but that was com-
pletely abolished and reser-
vations were now given to
Muslims,” he said.

A few davs ago, the PM
hadonsocialmediaavideoof
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
campaigning in UP *10-12
vears ago’, where he 1s pur-
portedly heard accusing the
late SP patriarch Mulayam
Singh of going back on a
promise to provide reserva-
tion to Muslims.

In Ghosi, where he ad-
dressed another large gather-
ing, Modi said, “Today, I have
come toalert the people of Pur-
vanchal and Ghosi about the

PM Narendra Mnd| and UP EM ‘mgt Adityanath during a public
meeting for Lok Sabha elections in Mirzapur on Sunday

bigconspiracy of INDIA bloc.”

Citing the opposition alli-
ance’s three “big conspir-
acies”, he said, “First, they
will change the Constitution
sothat reservation can be giv-
en based on religion. Second,
thev will end reservations for
SCs, STs and OBCs. Third,

they will distribute the
entire reservation basket
among Muslims.”

Modi said a new conspir-
acy was being hatched to
achieve their objective.
“They are declaring Muslim

castesas OBCsovernight. Re-
cently, Calcutta high court re-
jected OBC reservations for
77classes in WestBengal. The
vote-hungry Congress and
SP want to change Ambed-
kar’s Constitution so that
their nefarious designs can't
be challenged in court.”
Attacking SP & Congress
again for turning down the in-
vitation toattend the Ram tem-
ple’'s consecration, the PM
said their seniorfunctionaries
iried to even find fault in the
construction of the shrine

“ First, opposition
will change Constitution.
Second, they will end
reservations for SCs, STs
and OBCs. Third, they
will distribute the

entire reservation basket
among Muslims
NARENDRA MODI

when nothing else worked.

He said this was the same
opposition that conspired to
overturn the Supreme Court
verdict on Ram Janmabhoo-
mi, just like the Shah Bano
case. “When I expose them,
they start raising slogans
aboutdigging my grave.”

He cautioned voters that
INDIA bloc wanted castes
like Rajbhar, Kushwaha,
Gond, Kurmi, Brahmin, Raj-
put, Kayvashtha, and Sindhito
fight among themselves and
eventually get weaker. “Caste
divides will benefit the alli-
ance, which wants to divert
people’s attention from ac-
tual issues.”

Payal’s film on 2015
FTII stir had also
~won Cannes laurel

b Continued fromP 1

Iso, an FTII student’s
A (Chidananda Naik)
film, titled *‘Sunflow-
ers Were the First to Know’,
won the main prize in La
Cinef section. It's fantastic
for us and FTIL” Payal’s
batchmates and other alum-
ni recall that the 2015 protest
was “against the appoint-
ment of people who had no
achievement in filmmak-
ing” but were allegedly In-
cluded in FTII's governing
council for political reasons.
Harishankar Nachi-
muthu, ex-president of FT1I
Students’ Association and
spearhead of the agitation,
said Paval always had a vi-
sionabout where she wanted
to go and was willing to fight
it out. “She was denied a
scholarshipand a foreign ex-
change opportunity for par-
ticipating in the four-month
protest. But even she would
agree that FTTI made us bet-
ter filmmakers, better hu-
man beings, and responsible
citizens,” he said.

Payal credited her teach-
ers and students at FTII for
her success, saying that
while not evervone needed
to go to a film school, the in-
stitute benefited her with a
structure that facilitates
the dissemination of differ-
ent cinematic ideas, “[tisal-
s0 a great place to meet peo-
ple whosharealove for cine-
ma. My batchmates were in-
strumental in shaping my
ideas. At FTII, we got to see
films from all over the world
and this exposure helped
me make my film.”

PM: India proud of
Kapadia for her feat

M Narendra Modion
Sunday congratulated
Payal Kapadia for her historic
win at Cannes for her film ‘All

We Imagine as Light’, for
which she received the ‘Le
Grand Prix' award. The PM
wrote on X: “Indiais proud of
Payal Kapadia for her historic
feat of winning the Grand Prix
atthe77th CannesFilm
Festival for her work *All We
Imagine as Light’. Analumnus
of FTIl, her remarkable talent
continues toshineonthe
global stage, giving aglimpse
ofthe rich creativity in India.
This prestigious accolade not
only honours her exceptional
skills but also inspires a new
generation of Indian
filmmakers." mw

Payal’s peers and seniors
see her as a film aficionado
perpetually behind the cam-
era, documenting wvarious
subjects, and relentlessly
pursuing any project she
takes upto fruition.

Ajayan Adat, winner of
the 53rd Kerala State Film
Awards for best sound de-
sign, was Payal's senior by
two yvears in college. He said
her big gualities were pa-
tience and diligence. “She
was pained by the then govt’s
attitude against the students’
protest. Soshe took outacam-
eraand started filmingevery-
thing. She made hours of
footage into a documentary
titled ‘Night of Knowing
Nothing'. It won the L'Oeil
d'Orat Cannes in 2021.”

Doc was drunk
or on phone, say
Mumbai cops
on Sion accident

Mumbai: Police investigating
the Sion Hospital accident,
where a 80-year-old woman
from Mumbra was killed, sus-
pect that Dr Rajesh Dere, head
of forensic medicine at the hos-
pital, was either under the in-
fluence of alcohol or using his
cellphone when he allegedly
ran over her. They claimed that
Dere misled them by stating
that Rubaida Shaikh was found
unconsciousand intimated the
authorities of her death only
after 18 hours, report S Ahmed
Ali & Sumitra DebRoy.

Dere, who was arrested un-
der IPC Sections 304-A, 338, 279,
and 177, was produced before a
Dadar court and remanded in

judicial custody. He was later

oranted bail for Bs 20,000,

Shaikh’s son, Shahnawaz,
alleged on Sunday that the 18-
hour delay was sufficient to
eliminate traces of alcohol
from Dere’s system. After car-
rving out the final rites, he ex-
pressed surprise that Dere
had been granted bail.

“We are waiting for Dere’s
blood test report and have
asked the mobile service pro-
vider for call detail records to
determine if he was using his
phone during the accident,”
said asource.

Rlys says it does
not own Mum
[ ] [ §
hoarding site;
|
GRP ‘lie’ exposed
Mumbai: Railways have senta
letter to Mumbai crime branch
confirming that the Ghatkopar
plot, where a hoarding col-
lapsed on May 13 claiming 17
lives, does not belong to them.
The letter thus confirms that
the plot belongs to Maharash-
tra govt which allotted the land
to GRP for police housing and
welfare, report Ahmed Al &
Sanjeev Devasia.

Accused Bhavesh Bhinde,
director of Ego Media which
erected the billboard, had man-
aged to secure approval from
GRP to put up the structure
though it needed civic clear-
ance as it was not central govt
land. “Fordoing anyvthingon it,
they had to follow civic regula-
tions,” an official said.

BMC notices to GRP on the
hoardings were countered by
GRP officials on grounds that
BMC had no jurisdiction over
the plot. Additional munici-
pal commissioner Ashwini
Joshi said, “The hoardings
were illegal, which is why we
issued notices. But GRP re-
sponded that the notices are
without jurisdiction and
should be withdrawn.”

Civic officials said GRP
had refused to be subjected to
BMC jurisdiction on licenses
and fees for hoardings on
their plot, GRP claimed that it
fell within the definition of
railways though it is under
state govt. Under BMC rules,
hoardings have to be restriect-
ed to a size of 80x80-ft. Howev-
er, Ego Media erected four
hoardings flouting the rule
with GRP's protection.

Meanwhile, court has re-

manded Bhinde to police cus-
tody till May 29,

Speedlng dumper
struck bus parked
next to eatery

» Continued fromP 1

ashraj, 10, travelling

I with his father Pra-

mod Kumar, 30, who

passed away in the acci-

dent, recounted to TOI the
sequence of events,

“Our bus had halted at
aneateryand my fatherand
I had dinner together. We
then moved towards thebus
but mv father realised we
needed a bottle of drinking
water for the journey 5o, he
asked me to get one. Min-
utes later, a speeding truck
came and erashed into the
bus. All the passengers, in-
cludingmy father, were bur-
ied under the truck loaded
with stones,” said the boy,
who still hasn't been able to
come to terms with the fact
that his father isno more,

Similarly, Rupesh Kumar
was inconsolable after the
accident. “I was having din-
ner with my wife and two
children. We sent our son
Ajeet, 15, to the bus to keep a
bag. Ajeet was about to enter
the bus when it was hit by the
truck. Who could tell that
we'll lose him like this... I
can't believe that this has
happened,” Kumar said,

tearsflowing down hisface.

Another passenger, Raj
Karan, 19, too, lost his moth-
er, sonwatl Devi, 45 in a
somewhat similar manner,
Karan was at the eatery fin-
ishing his meal while his
mother had gone inside the
bus to sleep. She was killed
instantly when the dumper
collided with the bus.

Providing details about
the casualties, SS5P Ashok
Kumar Meena said, “Elev-
en pilgrims were Killed on
the spot and one died at
Shahjahanpur  hospital.
Nine people were injured.
The bus was parked next to
aroadside eatery on the Go-
lastate highway in Khuthar
where passengers were
having dinner Around
11.10pm, a speeding dumper
from the opposite direction
first hit the bus and then
overturned. Cranes were
used in the rescue oper-
ation which lasted for near-
Iv five hours.”

SSP Ashok Kumar Mee-
nafurthersaid: “"An FIR has
been registered against the
truck driver under IPC sec-
tions 304 (culpable homi-
cide)and 269 (rash driving).
Heis absconding.”
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utes later, the pubwas sealed.

No tech issues with vehicle: Pune RTO

olstering the prosecution's case in Porsche’s fatal

Kalyaninagar crash on May 19, the initial probe by Pune
RTO found no technical problems with the vehicle. Meanwhile,
the crime branchis searching for ablack BMW allegediy used
by the 17-year-old’s grandfather to coerce their family driver
into taking the blame for the crash, reports Joy Sengupta.

Pune regional transport officer Sanjiv Bhor told TOl on
Sunday, “Prima facie, the car is without any technical issues.
However, itis a high-end electrical vehicle (EV) belongingtoa
foreign car manufacturer, and hence, a technical expert from
Porsche has been called in to assist with the car's inspection.
The final report is expected to come out in two or three days.”

“Weregistered a case against the pub Thursday after we
found internal changesonthe premisesand theregister was
not maintainedas per its FL-III{liguor) licence. The pubwas
also selling liquor to guests without verifving the age,” ex-
cisesuperintendent Charan Singh Rajput told TOI.

According to Rajput, a report on the violations was pre-
pared and submitted to the collector’s office. “On Saturday,
the collector issued an order toseal Ballr,” Rajput said.

Ballr brand owner Heramb Shelke claimed they had al-
ready submitted papers and footage to the excise depart-
ment. “We are cooperating with the authorities. Action has
been taken against 71 such establishments in the city”
Shelke said. Moments after the sealing, a TOI reporter saw
disappointed youngsters cursing last week's crash and the
minorwhocaused itforspoilingtheirfun. Many stoodon the
road fora while before cops shooed them away.
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He knows nothing and thinks he knows everything.
That points clearly to a political career

-GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Tragedy Foretold

Rajkot, Delhi fires point to familiar stories of official
negligence that allow shady businesses to flout norms

horrifving weekend —fires killing at least 9 children along with
28 adults and counting in a Rajkot gaming/recreational set-up,

So, What’s On UP’s Mind?

Modi brand is still strong. Yogi's impact is visible. What's new is murmurs for a ‘stronger opposition’, as

INDIA makes its presence fel

Avijit.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

Caste holds | Evervday struggles of
life and livelihood - roti, kapda aur
rojgaar — are part and parcel of any
poll talk in east and west UP. But the
centrality of caste and community in
electoral discourse remains. Broadly
speaking, BJP’s social alliances (upper castes + non-

candidate. The party appears to have become secondary
to the leader. Yadavs are mostly committed to SP. But
Varanasirailway porter Manu Yadav says he'll vote for
PM. “Ghar ka mukhiva ek hona chahive. Unke ghar ka
mukhiva kaun hai (A head of family is needed. Who's
their leader),” he asks of INDIA. Even some who're not
voting Modi are appreciative of him. Jai Singh Yadav, a
voter in Chandauli LS constituency, says, “It's hard to
find someone like Modi, but I'll vote 5P to help create a

t. Nine observations and a short story from the fields of east and west UP

UP).” It's not often a state is synonymous with its CM as
early as the second term. Sharma found Yogi's name has
travelled beyond his state.

Akhilesh, Rahul gain in stature | Voters and sympathi-
sers have adefinite improved perception of both Rahul
and Akhilesh. Messages of Congress's manifesto, with
its specific plans to address unemployment, have made
a positive impression among a section of urban youth.

and 7 newborns in a private children’'s hospital in Delhi. Yadav OBCs like Patels, Nishads and others) and strongopposition.” Unemployment is a major issue, and for most ‘job’
Post-tragedy, Indian authorities are all too efficient at making arrests, Samajwadi Party’'s (Yadavs + Muslims) remain intact. Supporters believe Modi hasraised India’s prestige  meansagovt job.
filing FIRs, hand wringing, chest-beating, announcing compensation SP's ally Congress brings a sliver of vision and a (rashtre  semman)

—while courts do their thing, In a few months’ time, little would have
changed and in all likelihood, it’'ll be business as usual. Owner of the

certain assurance to the combo in urban constituencies.
BSP is still the go-to party for most Dalits, but a section

abroad and pro-
tects national

Don'tquoteme | It wascommon for journalists covering
elections to be at the receiving end of the expression,

of non-Jatav Dalits islikely to migrate. interest “Aur poochhive (Ask away)’. That has disappeared.

Rajkotfacility that operated in tin sheds has been arrested for culpable (rashira People from every community still speak freely. But
homicide, as it should be. The tragedy was one waiting to happen. ‘Betivan mahfooz hain’ | Cab driver Deepak Mishra, a  hith). But villagers frequently refuse to be quoted, asking half-
Loophole in urban plan | But the Rajkot facility’'s owner is not Modi supporter, lives on the outskirts of Allahabad. A a few also mockingly, “Why do you want to know my

alone to blame. As TOI reported, a glaring loophole in Gujarat’s
development regulations (CGDCR) allowed illegal recreational
activities to flourish. Implemented in 2017 to regulate urban deve-
lopment, CGDCR has zero construction and safety guidelines for
recreational facilities, which private players have exploited, erecting
temporary structures for gaming

poses a significant threat to pub-
lic safety, especially for children.
Per reports, numerous such
establishments have cropped up,
even in bigger cities like Ahmed-
abad and Gandhinagar. Most are
functioning without mandatory fire safety or town planning sanc-
tions. Privately owned plots hosting such activities often sidestep
regulatory scrutiny altogether. On the Rajkot premises, 2,000 litres
of petrol were stored onsite along with numerous tyres.

Fires & accidents routine | Oxygen cylinders exploding trigge-
ring fatal fires, as was the case in the Delhi hospital vesterday, are
nothing new for commercial premises, even though their storage is
supposed tobestrictly regulated. The Mumbai billboard tragedy isa
recent case of criminal negligence. It is when authorities turn away
from brazenfloutingof normsthatfatal accidents occur. Infire after
fire or bridge collapses — Morbi (135 deaths), Kollam temple fire (109

o T

father of four daughters, two in their teens, says ‘law
and order’ hasimproved during the Modi-Yogirule, For
himand many like him, ‘law and order’ isasynonymfor
women's safety in their daily lives. Ghaziabad fruit-
seller Shamim, critical and uneasy of Centre’s new law

POLLITICS) & o i

the only positive

mahfooz hain (daughters are safe).” Law and order is a
state subject. But janta doesn’t distinguish. Safety is
what they experience first-hand on the ground.

Temple flags | Not so long back, party flags flutteringon
rooftops was a common sight in UP. BJP flags were
dominant in towns, but visibly diminished as one
moved towards the mofussils, kasbahs and villages,
where SP and BSP flags were prolific. Now party flags
have wvanished. Various types of Ram Mandir and
Hanuman flags are the most visible, even in homes of
non-BJP Hindu voters. Ayvodhya Ram Mandir has earned
BJP enormous goodwill. But religion isn't a major
point of discussion among the public.

Free grain welcome | Of all NDA govt schemes, 5kg free
grain per person appeared to be the most effective and
far-reaching. Irrespective of caste or community, most
people that one spoke to in the hinterland admitted to
receiving the handout, and the needy were genuinely

feel Modi

is ‘overexposed’, that the

brand is reaching a stage

of diminishing returns.

“He can be encashed in 2024, %
not 2029," is Santosh Singh's take, a
voter in Chandauli,

Yogi's clout grows | Former armyman
Pawan Sharma of Ghaziabad travelled to =

i
o

name? Do vou want to send ED after
me?" It is interesting how ‘ED' has
entered the lexicon and psychology of
hinterland India, just as Bofors had
four decades ago.

EVM story | EVMs caused intense

facilities, without any approvals, : _ - thing about gover- debate before the polls. The din
e S Special Series on Elections | nance in recent subsided after Supreme Court
Here then, it is policy itself that P years is “betivan ruled out problems with EVMs. But

there is lingering cynicism about their
integrity and vulnerability primarily
among non-BJP voters in both rural and
urban areas. The yvearning for ballot
paper is strong, while completely non-
existent 15 the memory of the days
when ballot papers were routinely
looted, found dumped in drains and
O rivers.
Tailpiece | A group of students in Pray-
agraj in a huddle on the other side of the
river is preparing fora competitive exami-
nation, They don’t want to talk about
the polls. “We don't like politics.
It is of no use,” one of them
B says. “Will you vote?” *1
B\ will,” shereplies, “Nota”,

deaths, 2016), Varanasi flyover collapse (at least 18 deaths, 2018), or St 3 o . = UP voteson Junel
s : o : o elative., Mah htra, MP, Rajasth i G t

Delhi’s Mundka fire (27 deaths, 2022) — at fault is official oversight, AEREERYE la:t ;I:;?thﬁle fuunfi]i[};ll: T.Sfew?fl‘igr?ﬂ E::IHIEI inthe

lax enforcement of safety norms and audits, and lack of accountability Modi brand endures but... | Still all-pervasive, conversa- UP in ‘Yogi' terms — “Aap Yogi ke vahan se T-phiase pols

for low-gquality construction and maintenance across India.

Pin the blame | Experts have long cautioned against this pan-
India disregard for safety regulations. As court takes note, and
investigation proceeds, it is the system of ignored rules, avaricious
bureaucrats and crooked businessmen that must be in the dock.
Nothing will lower the probability of future tragedies more than
swift and exemplary punishment of the powerful.

All We Can Create

What Cannes Grand Prix for a young director tells
us about beyond-Bollywood Indian cinema

s already noted, the Cannes Grand Prix for Payal Kapadia's
AA [l We Imagine As Light is a big moment for Indian cinema.

Kapadia's feature directorial debut is the first Indian film in
30 vears and the first by an Indian woman director to be showcased
at the main competition. The gquestion to ask, though, is why did it
take so long for an Indian film to feature in Cannes' main draw.

Bollywood toregional | While Bollywood continues to dominate
India’s reach and soft power in global cinema, the last few decades
have also seen regional cinema get more play. Thanks in large
measure to streaming platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime and
myrlad nthers even small-budget, non-Hindi Indian films today
have a shot at reaching larger Indian and,
sometimes, global audiences.

Global collaborations | This in turn
has provided a fillip to global collaborations
in films. For example, Kapadia’s film was
produced by Thomas Hakim and Julian
Graff through their France-based company
Petit Chaos, in co-production with Indian
companies Chalk & Cheese Films and Another Birth, as well as by
the Netherlands’ BALDR Film, Luxembourg’s Les Films Fauves,
Italy’s Pulpa Films and France's Arte France Cinéma. Kapadia
herself used money from the Huub Bals grant and Cinefondation to
live in Europe to plan the film’s production.

Many Kapadias | The success of All We Inagine As Light also
highlights the depth of Indian cinematic talent. India’s Nehruvian
socialist past had a propensity to view cinema as elitist unless it
served national projects. This began to change after liberalisation.
But the state still displays a control mindset when it comes to cinema,
especially through censorship. Kapadia herself wasdisciplined for
protesting against the appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as FTII
chairperson in 2015. Her success today should tell officials that
talent needs nurturing, not monitoring.

My favourite Alice

Short stories that last long
Shinie Antony

Of all the Alices who wrote, only one Alice stuck to short stories.
Despitedeclaringthat herambition wastowritea novel before
she died and penning interlinked stories now and then, Alice
Munro gave us story after story, all of them short. Intense, raw,
| drawn from real life, in prose that dissolved into tragic truths,
she drew yvou in with the deceptive promise of brevity, to keep
itshort. Butasonestory led to another, and vou vanished into the Munro-esque
world of fiction that felt like facts, your sense of size altered. In her shortest
story was the fattest novel.

Much-awarded and maniacally-read, hertales areatight close-upof human

ties that were initially dismissed as domestic. Kitchen, babies, the urge to write,
the sudden appearance of an unsuitable man...
A headline once said of Munro: ‘Housewife finds time to write short stories.” A
housewife who went on to pick up the Booker and a Nobel. ‘Relationships’ had
been a pink and fluffy word pre-Munro, what women writers were thought
to harp on because they knew nothing of the larger world of stocks
m y and shares, war or bankruptcy. With a recent Harvard study on
| happiness bypassing career and cash to tick relationships, Munro’s

' \“:”) preoccupations proved bang-on prescient.

Munro's women are complex, carrying too much of youand me to
be entirely knowable. They up and leave when we expect them to stay put. They
flirt with a stranger after getting drunk. They leave their baby alone in a train
compartment to cavort with a man they just met. In ‘Dimension’ (a story in Too
Much Happiness that Munro said she couldn’t re-read), Doree takes three buses
to visit her husband. His crime and her forgiveness are both unbearable. And
this is what he states: ‘I could say that I was crazy then but what does that mean?
Crazy Sane. lam 1.’ Munro never interrupts when her characters talk.

Munro's death seems fictitious. “The things within things' she said she wrote ab-
out have noexpiry date, We know the bare facts: Canadian, dropped out of university
tomarry early, opened a bookstore, divorced, remarried, mom to four daughters...

With books titled Something I 've Been Meaning To Tell You and Who Do You
Think You Are? and multiple versions of the same story, she can never go away.
Alice Munrois a two-word short story in herself.

tions and votes centre on Modi, not BJP nor the

aaye hain (oh, you've come from Yogi's ..

Uday Deb

Britain’s Poor Little Rishi Rich

UK's first Indian-origin PM, almost certainly headed for a poll drubbing, had a chance to
make a mark. But he saw 10 Downing Street as just another job and mucked it all up

Rashmee Roshan Lall

For Rishi Sunak, there is history and
then there is his story. The history books
will record Sunak as Britain's first
prime minister of Indian origin, its
voungest in 200 vears and the wealthiest
occupant of 10 Downing Street, far
richer along with wife Akshata Murty
than the country's monarch King
Charles ITI. But then there is his story.

Ii‘.:uiumnisi: based
in London

Rishi's meteoric rise | After a 20-month premiership,
Sunak has called a general election for July 4, which
opinion polls indicate he is on course to lose. If so,
sunak will have helped pull down the curtain on
14 vears of governance by his Conservative Party
which is currently some 20 points behind in the polls to
the main opposition Labour.

It would be an unusual milestone in Sunak’s
customary high-flying trajectory, which a British TV
interviewer once told him on air was “one of life's
success stories”. Indeed, Sunak was headboy at his
expensive private school, went to Oxford and Stanford
universities, had a profitable career in finance, married
the daughter of Infosys co-founder Narayvana Murthy
and entered the British parliament just seven years
before his dizzying elevation to PM. Along the way, he
acquired an apartment in Santa Monica, California,
the sixth most expensive address in US.

And the fall | By every measure, Sunak has proved him-
self a thoroughbred winner. If his streak of success is
now unmade, at least some of this could be charitably
ascribed to the vagaries of Britain's current political
climate, with Conservatives as enervated as the
country they led through the self-inflicted chaos of
Brexit, the once-in-a-century pandemic and the risible
parade of five PMs.

And vet, his story at this point, may underline a

quite different failure than the predicted election loss.
For Sunak, the prime ministerial role seems to have
been a job like any other rather than a historic chance
by a multicultural man to punt for real change.

The voting public and political pundits have been as
quick to pick up on Sunak’s apparent disinterest in
fighting for a new vision of 21st century Britain asthey

E BROWN MAN’S BURDEN

Sandeep Adbnwaryu

have noticed his failure to articulate one. Sunak’s
personal ratings have fallen precipitously in recent
months. According to a YouGov survey in May, his net
favourability scoreisadismal-51, compared with -49 for
Conservatives asawhole.

Wobbles galore | Sunak’s personal political heavy
weather hasn't been helped by his decision to pull the
triggeronanerror-strewn start tothe six-week election
campaign. spawning multiple mocking memes on

social media. He announced the election date in the
pouring rain outside Downing Street, sansanumbrella
or even, as one commentator trenchantly noted, without
“aweather appon his phone”.

A sinking ship | The “soggy Sunak” story would only be
displaced by Sunak of the “sinkingship” when he travel-
led on day one of the campaign to Titanic Guarter, the
historic but unhappily named regeneration site in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, where the famous vessel was
built and launched, only to sink on its maiden voyvage.
On his wayv back from Belfast, he injudiciously posed next
to anaeroplane sign spelling out a four-letter word —exit.
And he has faced the daily humiliation of anever-larger
cohort of prominent Conservative MPs announcing
their renunciation of the rough and tumble of politics
78 have decided not to stand for re-election this summer.

No rescue in sight | Meanwhile, Britain deals with high
taxes, low growth, crumbling infra and little hope of
the sunlit uplands of economic success any time soon.
Through it all, Sunak has stuck to his months-long
“plan-is-working” slogan, delivered in the robo-call
tones that have now become staples of British radio
comedy shows.

Exit plan? | It has given rise to perhaps the worst asper-
sion cast on a politician navigating a perilous stretch
he is on the point of doing a runner. The rumour mill
is whirring with speculation that Sunak suddenly
announced the election for the last day of his younger
daughter’'s school term, presumably permitting the
family to make a near-immediate getaway to California
if it all goes badly. At least one unnamed Conservative
MP has been gquoted to indicate it's all very well for
Sunak tocallanelectionatabad time, but “Idon'towna
ranch in California”.

In fact, neither does Sunak. He has an apartment
there, butalso the pain of being castas Rishi Rich.

Lall writes on international affairs
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Marcus Aurelius

Empowerment Practices To Boost Inner Strength

Brahma Kumari Shivani

harat embodies a tapestry woven
with threadsof rich culture,

history, and spirituality. However,
this tapestry has knots of diseases,
discord and moral decline tugging at its
fabrictoday.

Societal well-being hinges on
spiritual well-being; therefore, we must
prioritise it by embracing principles
that help in transcendence, Our
collective spiritual wellness will
provide fertile soil for happiness,
health, and harmony to flourish again.

To foster a clean and healthy society,
mstead of pointing fingers at others
or situations, we take personal
responsibility for our thoughts and
emotions. We refrain from seeking
peace from places, love from people and
happinessfrom objects.

The depth of our emotional resilience
redirects our mindset from stress to

calmness, fear tofaith, comparisonto
self-respect, competition to coopera-
tion, and complaining to gratitude. In
times of challenge, wedonotsink in
despair. Knowing everything aligns
with the law of karma, we focus on
elevating our present karma.

Daily empowerment practices
boost inner strength, equipping
us to gracefully navigate
failure, loss, separation, and
grief. As powerful souls, we
bounce back from setbacks
with renewed energy: Forgi-
veness, releasing the past, - -
and letting go happennatu- Tyr epr fearof deathdispels
e Theratare healipst THE SPEA I{IHG TREE
traumatic experiences becomes feasible.

Perceiving the individual self asa
body, wethink, Tamunwell..
pain.’ This mindset intensifies our
suffering since it isalwayvs mind over
matter. Realising that we are souls, we
grasp the truth ‘T, the soul, am perfect.

lessens pain and distress.

Jamin

My body isunwell." Such detachment

Many illnesses are psychosomatic,
indicating that our thought patterns,
radiating to every cell of the body, cause
disease, apart from our lifestyle.
Releasing emotional blockages and

shifting our mindset from fear tofaith
and from complaint to gratitude
initiates the body's healing.
Py Awareness that we are
= vo eternal souls, and the body is
% justaperishable costume
eliminates our deepest fear
of death. Overcoming the

numerous other worries.

We connect as souls, transcending
labels of relationship, role, position, or
age, This wipes away egoclashesand
nurtures soul-to-soul connections. By
acknowledging evervone as fellow
souls, we surpass barriers of religious
differences and catalyse the shift from

intolerance to unity We understand
that gender applies solely to the body,
not the soul. Despite individuals
inhabiting male or female bodies,

we affirm the equality of all souls.

This stance eradicates gender dis-
crimination and ensures independence
and dignity for people of every gender, It
marks a crucial shift from lust to purity,
abuse torespect, and bias toequality.
Choosing a healthy response inevery
interaction, we transform from ego to
humility, anger to compassion, hurtto
forgiveness, expectation to acceptance,
and attachment to love,

Qurevery karma enhances soul
power, leading to anatural state of
contentment. This prompts us to buy
things out of necessity, not for happi-
ness or social validation. Thus, we adopt
aminimalist lifestyle. When we raise
our vibrations, they radiate outwards
and energise the air, earth, water,
vegetation, wildlife, and the world.
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D-St braces for volatility as

LS elections enter lastleg

Buying By Domestic Investors May Cushion Foreign Players’ Selloff

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Dalal Street in-
vestors are likely to face vo-
latility this week with the fi-
nal phase of Lok Sabha elec-
tionsendingon June 1. Fore-
1gn investors may continue
selling despite the booster
from RBI'srecord Re2.11akh
crore dividend to govt even
as domestic institutions are
seen supporting the market,
as has been the trend in the
past few weeks.

The sensex and Nifty sca-
led new life-time highs last
week. Since April 18, on the
eve of the first phase of Lok
Sabhaelections, the two indi-
ces have seen increased vola-
tilitvy The wolatility index
has risen nearly 70% — a le-
vel not seen since Sept 2022,
even as the sensex has gai-
ned 2,921 points (4% ) while
Nifty is up 961 points (4.4%)
inthe period. The sensex clo-
sed the week at 75,410 points
while Nifty was at 22, 957.

The recent rally in the
stock market came despite
substantial volatility, main-
ly on the back of strong sel-

Volatility Index Jumps Nearly 70% Since Start
Of Polls Even As Sensex Gains 2,921 Points
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ling by foreign funds, mar-
ket players said. So far in
May, foreign portfolio inves-
tors have net sold stocks
worth a little over Rs 22,000
crore, CDSL data showed.

In contrast, domestic in-
stitutional investors have
net pumped in nearly Rs
40,800 crore so far in the cur-
rent month, BSE data sho-
wed. This is what has led fo
theupmovein theleading in-
dices, market players said.

According to V K Vijava-
kumar, chief investment
strategist, Geojit Financial

Services, the selling by FPIs
—which began asatrickle in
April and turned into a flood
in May — was triggered by
the massive outperformance
of Chinese stocks in recent
months, whichinturnledtoa
‘sell India, buy China trade’.
“The(Lok Sabha) election-re-
latedjitters toomight have in-
fluenced FPIselling,” hesaid.

Vijavakumar, however,
feels that the situation is on-
ce again slowly changing
and market players feel that
the ruling BJP-led govt will
come back to power on June

4. “Also, the massive selling
{by FPIs) has eased and they
have even turned buvers in
recent days. Going forward,
as clarity emerges on the
electionfront, FPIsarelikely
to buy in India since they
cannot afford to miss the
post-election results rally
Actually, the rally may begin
even before the election re-
sults,” hesaid in a note.

Among the stocks, Adani
Ports & SEZ and Wipro wo-
uld be among the large caps
to watch out for in the next
week, This is after the BSE,
after markets closed on Fri-
day, announced the inclu-
sion of the Adani group firm
into sensex while excluding
Wipro from it, effective June
24. Usually, after such rejigs,
investors tend to buy the
stock that's being included
into the index while they sell
the one being excluded.

In addition to poll re-
sults, global cues and the fi-
nalphaseof theearningsse-
ason would decide the mar-
ket's trend in the coming
fewdayvs, said Ajit Mishraof
Religare Broking.
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Shipments to Russia jump but
exporters are wary of sanctions

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Russia's war
with Ukraine and the conse-
quent sanctions helped push
the exportof engineeringgo-
ods, machinery and machine
parts as well as aircraft spa-
resfrom Indiaduringthe last
financial vears, while tradi-
tional items such as pharma-
ceuticals, tea, coffee and to-
bacco stagnated or fell.
While trade bodies say
there is tremendous interest
to import goods from India,
the fear of sanctions and re-
Iuctance of bankstocomplete
the transactions have made
exporters wary of pushing
their goods. But industry ex-
perts believe that some of the
goods to Russiamay berouted
via UAE, which has signifi-
cantly benefited from the ten-
sion in Ukraine and Russia.
Thanks to massive oil im-
ports, Russia has emerged as
India’s fourth largest tra-
ding partner with total trade
estimated at $65.7 billion. Af-
tor China, India had the se-
cond highest trade deficit
with Russia, pegged at over

MACHINES, ELECTRONICS, PARTS LEAD

India’s exports to Russia (Smn) | 2023 | 2024 % change

Electrical machinery & parts | 121.1| 347.8

Meat 268| 559 | 1086

Machinery & parts 3209 | 650.3 | 1026

Optical, precision instruments | 754 | 140.6 | [ 86.5

Iron & steel 1591 | 282.4 | I 775

Fruits 239| 370| 548

Inorganic chemicals 1452 | 210.4| B 449

il seeds =1 492| 709| M 341

Organic chemicals 3071| 336.4| §95

Fish 1387 | 1494 | |77

Pharma 1 4295 | 386.7 | |10

Coffee, tea 1179 | 100.7 |§-146

Total exports to Russia (Smn) % change

2023 Aty

FIFT N 4,261.3 5
Source: Commerce dept

$a7 billion. Although there
has been a buzz about recent
moves to allow Russian ex-
porters, who receive the pay-
ment in rupees, to invest mo-
re freely, the norms have al-
ways been there since REI
put in place the mechanism.
There have also been several
trade missions to explore ex-

portopportunities in Russia,
some of which can use the
rupee balances.

But exporters are shy, ar-
guing that banks are reluc-
tant. “Most Indian banksdon't
want to take up this business,
fearing possible sanctions,”
said a large Indian exporter.

While Russian entities

suchasSberBankarewilling
to route funds through their
Indian branch. domestic pla-
yvers want to avoid these
transactions. "My advice to
fellow exporters has been to
route all exports through a
small subsidiary so that the
other parts of the business
are not exposed to any sanc-
tions,” said another expor-
ter, who has stopped all busi-
ness with Russia for the last
two years. A German buyer
is, however, sourcing goods
from this exporter and then
exporting to Russia.

Sectors such as auto com-
ponents had seen a lot of in-
terest post-sanctions but the
exposure of Indian compani-
es to American buvers and
olobal car giants has seen
them stay away,

Latest official data sho-
wed that in 2023-24, exports
to Russia climbed over 35%
to $4.3 billion, when India’s
cumulative goods exports
were more than 3% lower. Of
the §1.2 billion increase, ne-
arly a half wasonacecount of
machines and machine
parts, including electronics.

- SA central bk
fines SBI over -
compliance

TimEes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The Prudential
Authority, South Africa’scen-
tral bank, has imposed admi-
nistrative sanctions and a pe-
nalty on SBI for violating an-
ti-money laundering laws in
the country.

In a statement to the ex-
changes, SBI said that the 10
million rand (Rs 4.5 crore) pe-
nalty was imposed “for not
complying with certain provi-
sions of the Financial Intelli-
gence Centre Act” . Section45C
of South Africa’s Financial In-
tellicence Centre (FIC) Act 38
of 2001 empowers the FIC to is-
sue directives to ensure comp-
lhlance with the Act. This sec-
tion enables the FIC totake me-
asures to address issues rela-
ted to money laundering.

SBI said that the action on
the South African branch in-
cluded an immediate pay-
mentof of 5.5millionrand(Rs
2.5crore)and anadditional 4.5
million rand (Rs 2 crore) pay-
able over 36 months.
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Ex-cabinet
secy Sinhais
ICICI chief

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Formercabinet se-
cretary Pradeep Kumar Sin-
hawilltakeoveraschairman
of ICICI Bank from G C Cha-
turvedi, who retires, the
bank said in a notification to
theexchanges.

REBI approved Sinha’s appo-
intment on May 24 for a three-
yvear term effective July 1, 2024,
Sinha joined the Indian admi-
nistrative service in 1977 after
completing his Masters in Eco-
nomics from the Delhi School
of Economics in 1976. He gra-
duated in economics from St
Stephens College, Delhi,

EaseMyTrip
posts its highest
ebitda at 7228cr

New Delhi: EaseMvyvTrip has
achieved its highest ebitda in
FY24 at Rs 228.2 crore, which
1519% growth year-on-year.

Ebitda (earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation,
and amortization) is used to
evaluate a company’s opera-
ting performance). The com-
pany alsodisclosed aconsoli-
dated revenue from opera-
tions of Rs5%0.6 crore for the
same period — a 32% increa-
se compared to the year-ago
period. ani

Increase in personal income tax
due to dividend income: Report

GAIL starts
India’s largest
green H2 plant

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: State-run gas ut-
ility GAIL has started the co-
untry’s largest green hydro-
gen (GH2) project based on
the latest PEM (proton ex-
change membrane) technolo-
gy at its Vijaipur complex in
Madhya Pradesh, becoming
the first company to launch
megawatt-scale operation for
producing what is referred as
‘fuel of the future’.

The 10MW (megawatt)
plant, built with an invest-
ment of Rs 231 crore, marks a
major step towards achieving
company’s target of net-zero
status by 2040. The unit uses
Canadian PEM electrolvsers
and will produce 4.3 tonnes
per day of GH2 with a purity
of 99.99%, the company said.

GAIL is currently sourcing
renewable power from the grid
under the open access policy.

Times NEws NETWORK

In FY20, DDTunder corpo-
ration taxes was Rs 50,000 cro-

Mumbai: Taxes paid ondivi-
dend income accounted for
60-65% of the surge in perso-
nal income tax during the
last four vears, a report by
Motilal Oswal said.
According to the report,
the dividend tax explains the
strong growth in personal in-
come tax even as personal dis-
posable income growth has
moderated in recent years.
Income taxes paid by enti-
ties other than corporations
(personal income taxes) have
increased at a compounded ra-
teof 20% during FY21-24. They
have grown to 3.5% of GDP in
FY24, up from 2.5% in the pre-
pandemic vears. Personal dis-
posable income (and GDP)
growth, meanwhile, has been
moremodest at lessthan 10%.
In her 2020-21 Budget spe-
ech, thefinance minister had

Has Grown Faster Than Disposable Income

> In FY21, the dividend
distribution tax was shifted
from corporation taxes into
personal income taxes

> After the move, the tax

60-65% surge in personal
income tax. Their compounded
20% rate increase during FY21-
24 has come even as personal
disposable income (and GDP)

rate on dividends changed (& . 4 growth have grown more
from 15% (plus surcharges nmde:tly at less than 10%
and cess) to the personal > If dividend taxes were
income tax applicable to the excluded, PIT growth aligns with
individual taxpayer nominal GDP growth, rising to
> The change explains the | 2.8% of GDP in FY24

said, “...to remove the divi- corporation taxes into perso-

dend distribution tax and
adopt the classical system of
dividend taxation
which companies would not
be required to pay DD'T. The
dividend shall be taxed only
inthehandsof therecipients
attheirapplicable rate...”
This means that DDT en-
ded in its erstwhile form in
FY21, and was shifted from

under

nal income taxes, “With such
a shift, the tax rate on divi-
dends was also changed from
15% (plus surcharges and
cess) to the personal income
tax applicabletothe individu-
al taxpayer. These two related
changes — to our mind — ex-
plain about 60-65% of the sur-
e in PIT in the post-pande-
mic years,” the report said.

re or 0.3% of GDP. “In the US,
87% of corporate equities and
mutual fund shares were held
by the top 20% income ear-
ners in 2023. Asimilartrend is
likely in India, subjecting the-
ir dividend receipts to a hig-
her tax rate since FY21. Inclu-
ding surcharges, the effective
tax rate on dividends could be
35-40%;, double the rate before
F¥21,” the report added.

The report estimates that
with an effective tax rate of
36%, taxes on dividends co-
uld r*each Rs 1.8-2 lakh crore
in FY24, or 0.6-0.7% of GDE
This shift from corporation
taxes topersonal income tax-
es would explain 60-65% in-
crease. Excluding dividend
taxes, PIT growth aligns
with nominal GDP growth,
risingto2.8% of GDPinFY24
from2.4% in FY23.

GCCs look to get more
“women techies on board

REpresentation In Global Capability Centres
Increases To 30% In FY24 From 27% In FY20

Veena.Mani@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The represen-
tation of women technolo-
ogists in global capability
centres (GCCs) has seen a
modest increase, reaching
30% in FY24 compared to
26.6"% in FY20, according to
data from staffing firm Qu-
ess Corp. However, the num-
ber of women in mid and se-
nior-level positionsremains
significantly lower, creating
a talent void.

With a mere 6.7% of wo-
men in executive roles in
(CCs, there is a considerab-
le decrease in the available
talent pool of women as they
move up the career ladder,
showed a Pure Storage and
Zinnov report. At the senior
level (9-12 vears of experien-
ce), the representation was
at 15.7%, the report said. In-
dia has nearly 1,600 GCCs. In
2022-23, GCCs added 2.8 lakh
employees, taking its talent
base to over 1.6 million. The
report stated that familv and
caregiving responsibilities,
limited access to career ad-
vancement and leadership
opportunities, and poor
work-life balance are some

of the key factors influen-
cing women's attrition,
Vidya Munirathnam, HR
head of Lowe's India, attri-
butes the skill gap and diffi-
culty in upskilling after a
maternity break as reasons
for women leaving the work-
force. “When a woman co-

28" at the vice-president level
and above. Similarly at Thales
India, women at senior mana-
ger and above levels constitu-
te less than 20%, despite the
organization’s overall ratio
being 31%. Sekhar Sahay, HR
head of Thales India, acknow-
ledges the difficulty in overco-

Number In Mid, Senior Levels Remains Low

VTS 1.9
GCCs .T s

Female representation in GCCs (in mn)
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o e
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Workforce

mes back from maternity le-
ave, which is usually for 6
months, they find that sud-
denly things have changed
from a technology point of
view. Most organizations
are undergoing a tech trans-
formation where legacy sy-
stems are being replaced
with more updated plat-
forms. There is a skill gap.
and many atime, they find it
easier to just quit than figu-
reawaytoupskill,” shesaid.

At Lowe's India, the repre-
sentation of women drops
from 60% at the junior level to

ming societal norms worldwi-
de, despite having flexible HR
policies like hybrid work.
Companies are imple-
menting various program-
mes tosupport women retur-
ning from career breaks and
to boost their confidence in
taking up senior roles. Us-
hashri Tirumala, executive
vice president and general
manager at Manhattan As-
sociates, believes that con-
necting women with suc-
cessful female role models is
crucial for retaining and de-
veloping women associates.
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‘Go’s slots given to other airlines’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The slots and
foreign bilateral rights of
GoAir have been “tempora-
rily given” to other airlines.
Giventhe global supply cha-
in crunch that has caused a
mismatch in demand and
supply of planes amid re-
surgence in air travel, the
Union aviation ministry to-
ok this step to come to the
aidof airtravellers. Withal-
most curtains for GoAir re-

vival after a Key bidder pul-
led out, other airlines could
retain its rights after get-
ting govt nod.

“Temporary distribu-
tion (of Go slots and bilate-
rals) has been happeningfor

TEMPORARILY

sometime now,” said people
in the know, Tata Group’s
Air India and IndiGo are ad-
ding almost a plane every
week to their fleet.,

“All airport slots that Go-
Airhad are gone. Their bila-

terals were temporarily dis-
tributed mainly among Air
India, Vistara and IndiGo.
Akasa asked for Go's Dubai
flying rights (it has sofar got
the same for Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and Qatar). Now
that there is no bidder left
for GoAir, airlines will ask
the ministry whether the
temporarily distributed
slots and bilaterals of Go
will be put in a general pool
and then given as per airli-
nes’ needs,” sald officials of
multiple airlines.

Opt For Systematic
Transfer Plans To
Beat Mkt Volatility

nvestors who are bullish on long-term prospects of

the Indian equity markets, but believe valuations
have run ahead and that markets can be volatile over
the next few months, can stagger their investments
using a systematic transfer plan (STP).

What Is A Systematic Transfer Plan?

STP is a way to stagger money typically from a liquid or ultra-
short-term fund to an equity fund over a period of time. An investor
with cash wanting to make a lump sum investment but worried
about near-term corrections uses this method. The big advantage
is that you earn a return from the liquid/ultra-short-term fund and
simultaneously stagger money into your equity fund.

4. Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

details, etc.,

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https:/feww. sebl.gov.in/index.html. For any
grievance | complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gav.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

- amount into another
scheme, typically an
- equity fund. The scheme

- investment is made is

- called a ‘source scheme’

~ or ‘transferor scheme’

~ and the scheme to which

- the amount is transferred

- |s called ‘destination

- scheme’ or ‘target scheme’
- or ‘transferee scheme”’,

- Typically, investors do this

- exercise for a period ranging
~ from six to twelve months.

~ Investors could transfer

- this money daily, weekly or
- monthly using this strategy.

~ How Do Investors
 Benefit From STPs?

- The big benefit of using an
. STPis that till the time the

. money remains invested

- ina liquid or ultra-short-

- term fund, it earns an extra
. return, which is generally

- account. Currently, investors
- could earn 7-8% returns

- in such funds. In addition,

- STP helps in averaging out

What is The Process To Start An STP?

The first step is to choose the liguid/ultra-short-term fund to park
your money in and the equity fund in which you ultimately want to
invest, Both these schemes need to be from the same fund house.
Most fund houses have a daily, weekly or monthly option to transfer
money. For example, an investor can decide to transfer 2,500 every
week to an equity fund or even something like 10,000 every month.

How Does An STP Work?

To start an STP, you need to put in a lump sum amount in a debt
scheme (liquid or ultra-short-term fund) and transfer a predefined

.~ the cost due to volatility

- inthe stock market. Some
~ Investors use this route

- to rebalance portfolios. If

~ increases, money can
~ be reallocated to equity

- investment in equity goes

- from equity to debt funds
- USINg STP. =PRASHANT MAHESH

in which the lump sum

higher than a savings bank

your investment in debt

funds through STPs, and if

up, money can be switched




LOVE IS COMPOSED OF A
SINGLE SOUL INHABITING
TWO BODIES — ARISTOTLE
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Hamas fires missiles at Tel Aviy,
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CHER ROCKS BLACK BODYSUIT SIMILAR TO ONE SHE WORE

setting off sirens 1+ time in mths

Israel Says Firing Came From Rafah, Cites It As Proof Militants Operating There

at Tel Aviv on Sunday;,
settingoff sirens inlsra-
el'sfinancial centre for the first
time in fourmonths, astheIsla-
mist Palestinian group sought
to show military strength de-
spite Israel’s Gaza offensive.
The Israeli military said
eight projectiles were identifi-
ed crossing from the area of
Rafah, the southern tip of the
Gaza Strip where Israel kept
up operations despite a ruling
by the top UN court on Friday
ordering it to stop attacking
the citv. A number of the pro-
jectiles were intercepted, it sa-
id. There were noreports of ca-
sualties. In a statement on Te-
legram, the Hamas al-Glassam
Brigades said the rockets were
launched in response to “Zio-
nist massacres against civili-
ans”. Rafah is located about
100 km south of Tel Aviv.
Israel says it wants to root
out Hamas fighters holed up in
Rafah and rescue hostages it
says are being held in the area,
but its assault has worsened
the plight of civilians and cau-
sed an international outery.
On Sunday, 1sraeli strikes
killed at least tive Palestinians
in Rafah, according to local
medical services. The Gaza he-
alth ministry identified the de-

l 'l'amas launched missiles

A US army Iandlng craft is seen beached in Aﬁhl:ind on Sunda:.r Four US
army vessels supporting the pier broke free of their moorings in heavy
seas and ran aground on Saturday. Israel is aiding the recovery effort

Spain slams Israel
over ‘scandalous’
flamenco video

pain condemned as “scanda-

lous™ a video posted by Israeli
foreign minister Israel Katz sugg-
esting Hamas would be grateful
toSpain. The video shows the Sp-
anish flag then a couple dancing
to flamenco music. Film of Ham-
as fighters is interspersed includ-
ing people fleeing during the Oct
7 Hamas attack onlsrael. The vid-
eo posted by Katz on X says “Ha-
mas: Gracias Espana” ("Hamas:
Thanks Spain™). Spain last week
announced it would recognise
Palestine as astate. reuters

After threat to quit,
Gantz wants probe
into war conduct

enny Gantz, a member of

Israel's war cabinet who
recently threatened to quit the
govt, said he was seekingto
establish anindependent co-
mmission to probe Israel's fai-
lure to stop the Hamas-led att-
ackonOct7,aswell as its cond-
uct inthe war. Under Gantz's
proposal, the commission wou-
Id also probe whether Israeli mi-
litary and political officials had
acted in accordance with inte-
rnational law. He has submitted
his proposal to cabinet. myt

ad as civilians.

Israeli tanks have probed
around the edges of Rafah, ne-
ar the crossing point from Ga-
za into Egypt, and have entered
some of its eastern districts,
residents say, but have not yet
entered the city in force since
the startof operations in the ci-
ty earlier this month. Israeli
war cabinet minister Benny
Gantz said rockets fired from
Rafah “prove that the (Israel
Defense Forces) must operate
in every place Hamas still ope-
rates from”. I[tamar Ben Gvir,a
hardline public security mini-
ster who is not part of Israel’s
war cabinet, urged the army to
hit Rafah harder. “Rafah with
full force,” he posted on X.

Nearly 36,000 Palestinians
have been killed in Israel's of-
fensive. Israel launched the
operation after Hamas-led mi-
litants attacked southern Isra-
eli communities on Oct. 7, kil-
ling around 1,200 people and se-
izing more than 250 hostages.

Fighting also continued in
the northern Gaza area of Ja-
baliy. During one raid, the mi-
litary said it found a weapons
storage site with dozens of roc-
ket parts and weapons at a sc-
hool. It denied Hamas stateme-
nts that its fighters had abduc-
ted an Israeli soldier, reutenrs

12 hurt as Qatar
Airways flight
hits turbulence,
says airport

Dublin: Twelve people travel-
ling on a Qatar Airways flight
from Doha to Ireland were inju-
red during a bout of turbulen-
ce, Dublin Airport said on Sun-
day, adding that the plane lan-
ded safely. Flight QR017, a Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner, landed
shortly before 1pm Dublin time
(1200 GMT), the airport said.

“Upon landing, the aircraft
was met by emergency servi-
ces, Including Airport Police
and our Fire and Rescue de-
partment, due to 6 passengers
and 6 crew (12 total) on board re-
porting injuries after the air-
craft experienced turbulence
while airborne over Turkey”
Dublin Airport said.

Irish broadcaster RTE, ci-
ting passengers arriving at the
airport, said the incident lasted
less than 20 seconds and oceur-
red during food and drinks ser-
vice, Qatar Airways said that a
“small number” of passengers
and crew sustained minor inju-
ries during the flight and were
receiving medical attention.

The airline did not directly
comment on the turbulence,
but said the matter is subject to
an internal investigation. The
incident took place five days
after a Singapore Airlines
flighttrom London to Singapo-
re was forced to land in Bang-
kok due to severe turbulence,
which killed a 73-vear-old Bri-
tish man and left 20 othersin in-
fensive care. REUTERS

Sunak sees 78 Tory MPs exit ahead of July poll,

surpassing '97 exodus before Tony Blair’s win

Mandatory national service for
18-yr-olds if Tories win: Sunak

25 arrested, 450+

booked after mob

attacks Christians
in Pak’s Punjab

Lahore: Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on Sunday bo-
oked over 450 people and arres-
ted 25 of them under terrorism
and other charges for attacking
members of minority Christi-
an community and police pers-
onnelon the issue of alleged de-
secrationof areligious book.
Anenraged mob led by radi-
cal Islamist Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan activists on Saturday
attacked Christians in Mujahid
colony of Sargodha district, so-
me 200 kms from Lahore, and
injured two Christians and 10
policemen. The mob burned
and ransacked the homes and
properties of Christians.

11 TTP militants arrested
for their role in Chinese
engineers’ killing: Pak
Pal-cistani authorities have
arrested 11 militants who
were involved in the suicide bo-
mbing that killed five Chinese
engineersin March inthe north of
the country, officials said Sund-
ay. Thearrested men belong to
local Taliban, also known as Teh-
reek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). A
phone which the suicide bomber
had been using to communicate

with his local handlers led to the
arrest, the officials said. reuters

According to the FIR, over
450 people surrounded the resi-
dence and shoe factory of elder-
Iy Christian man, Nazir Masih,
accusing him of desecration of
the religious book. The mob set
fire to the shoe factory some
shops and a couple of houses,
“The mob also torched Masih
but timely arrival of a heavy
contingent of police saved the
life of Masih and10other Chris-
tians,"” the FIR says. “The enra-
ged mob pelted stones at police
personnel when they resorted
to baton charge to disperse it.”

Police said Masih has been
shifted to hospital for treatme-
nt, and a case will be instituted
againsthimif heisfound guilty
of desecration of the religious
book. The man's family denied
desecration of the religious bo-
ok and said he is falsely being
accused. Over 2,000 policemen
have been deployed in the area
tomaintain law and order. pmi

Beijing: The wall in the police
station was covered in sheets of
paper; one for every building in
the sprawling Beijing apartm-
ent complex. Each sheet was
further broken down by unit,
with names, phone numbers
and other information on the
residents. Perhaps the most im-
portant detail, though, was how
each unit was colour-coded. Gr-
een meant trustworthy, Yellow,
needing attention. Orange re-
quired “strict control”. A police
officer inspected the wall. Then
he leaned forward to mark a
third-floor apartment in yellow
The residents in that unit

and frustration as many
Conservative lawmake-
rs digested their PM Rishi Su-
nak's decision to call the UK
elections on July 4, much earli-
er than they had ever expected.

Some of those fighting to
retain their seats feared the six
weeks left to convinee skepti-
cal voters to back them would
not be enough. For others plan-
ning tostand down, itmeant an
abrupt end to their political ca-
reers, forced to clear out their
offices months earlier than pl-
anned. Trailing Labour by over
20 percentage points in polls,
Sunak, analvsts said, is betting
that the Tories can cut their
losses by facing the voters.

But a grassroots Conserva-
tive campaign coordinator sa-
id that the morale was the lo-
west he had known in five deca-
des. Tory members of parlia-
ment seem to share this sense
of futility: 78 of them have op-
ted nottocontest theirseats, an
exodus that includes Michael
Gove, who once vied for party’s
top post and has been at the he-

- J:'!'here were tears, anger

willhave toperformavye- g

\].l 18-vear-olds in Britain :
A

ar of mandatory milita-
ry or civilian national service
if the governing Conservative
Party wins the July 4 national
election, the party said Sunday

PM Rishi Sunak pledged to
bring back a form of national
service for the first time inmo-
re than 60 vears, seeking to
energise his election campa-
1gn. The UK introduced milita-
rvconscription for menand so-
me women during WWII, and
imposed 18 months of manda-
tory military service for men
between 1947 and 1960. Since
then Britain has had an all-vo-
lunteer military whose size
has steadily shrunk.

Under the plan, a small mi-
nority of 18-year-olds — 30,000
out of an estimated 700,000
would spend 12 months in the
military, working in areas
such as logistics or cyber de-

B'DESH IN EYE OF THE STORM

yelonic storm *‘Remal’ made landfall in Bangladesh on Sunday night
as authorities evacuated over 800,000+ people from low-lying south-
western coastlines to shelters. Officials said a youth is believed to have
been swept away by tidal waves in SE Patuakhali. Police said an over-
crowded ferry carrying over 50 passengers sank near Mongla Port.
However, the people were rescued. Bangladesh meteorology department
said Ramel is expected to reach wind speeds of up to 120kmph. en

PM Rishi Sunak, wife Akshata Murty
attend an election campaign event

fence. The rest would spend
one weekend a month working
for charities, community gro-
ups, or organisations such as
hospitals, the police and the fi-
re service, Sunak said the pro-
gramme would help “create a
shared sense of purpose
among our voung people and a
renewed sense of pride in our
country”™ It remains unclear
how it will be made compulso-
rv. Home Secretary James Cle-
verly said no one would be for-
ced to serve in the military. ae

art of nearly everv Conserva-
tive-led govt since David Ca-
meron’s in 2010, Other high
profile figures who have anno-
unced they will not seek re-el-
ection include former PM
Theresa May, Northern Ire-
land minister Chris Heaton-
Harris, ex-armed forces mini-
ster James Heappey and ex-de-
fence minister Ben Wallace.
The number of Tories ex-
iting is more than the previous
post-1945 high of 72 who quit
prior to Tony Blair's 1997 lan-
dslide win for Labour, which is
expected to triumph again,
The departuresadd to afeeling
that the Conservatives are on
track to be kicked out of power
after14 vears, although Labour
require a big swing to secure a
majority. Sunak’s decision to
g0 to the polls early has trigge-
red fears that he's leading the
party to one or more “Portillo™
moments — when a Tory big
heast loses a safe seat in an
election whitewash — named
for the time cabinet minister
Michael Portillo lost in Enfield
Southgate in 1997, acencies

Musk plans largest-ever
supercomputer: Report

Washington: Billionaire
tech mogul Elon Musk has
told investors he plans to bu-
ild a supercomputer dubbed
“gigafactory of compute” to
support the development of
his artificial intelligence star-
tupxAL an industry news out-
let reported Saturday.

Musk wantsthe supercom-
puter — which will string to-
gether 100,000 Nvidia chips —
operational by fall 2025, and
“will hold himself personally
responsible for delivering it
on time,” Information said.

The planned supercompu-
ter would be “at least four tim-
es the size of the biggest GPU
clusters that exist today,” such
as those used by Meta to train
its Al models, Musk was quo-
ted as saving during a presen-
tation to investors this month.

Since OpenAl'sgenerative
Al tool ChatGPT exploded on
thescene in 2022, the technolo-

changed often, and therefore
were “high risk”, his note said.
He would follow up on them la-
ter. “I've built a system to add-
ress hidden dangers,” the offi-
cer said, in a video by the local
govt that praised his work as a
model of innovative policing.
This is the Kind of local go-
vernance that China’s top lea-
der; XiJinping, wants: more vi-
sible, more invasive, always on
the lookout for real or perceived
threats, Officers patrol apart-
ment buildings listening for fe-
uding neighbours. Officials re-
cruit retirees playing chess out-
doors as extra eyes and ears. In

the ‘n'ui".l[‘kpldﬂlﬂ empluylra are
required to appoint “safety con-
sultants” who report regularly
to the police. Xi has branded
this effort the “Fenggiao expe-
rience for a new era”. “Fengqi-
ao” refers to a town where, du-
ring the Mao Zedong era, the
party encouraged residents to
“re-educate” purported politi-
cal enemies, through so-called
struggle sessions where people
were publicly humiliated until
they admitted crimes such as
writing anti-communist poetry.

Xi, who invokes Fenggiao
regularly in major speeches,
hasn't called for a revival of st-
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The planned supen:crmputﬁr
would be ‘at least 4 times the size
of the biggest GPU clusters that
exist today', such as those used
by Meta to train its Al models,
Musk was quoted as saying

gy has been an area of fierce
competition between tech gi-
ants Microsoft and Google, as
well as Meta and start-ups like
Anthropic and Stability AL

Musk is one of the world's
few investors with deepenou-
gh pockets to compete with
OpenAl, Google or Meta on
Al. xAl is developing a chat-
bot named Grok, which can
access X, also owned by
Musk, inreal time. arp

NICKI MINAJ'S UK GIG CANCELLED AFTER SHE WAS BRIEFLY DETAINED
‘l‘)R "89 HIT “IF | COULD TURN BACK TIME’ AT CANNES EVENT & FINED ON SUSPICION OF ‘POSSESSING SOFT DRUGS’ IN AMSERDAM

Landslide buries 150

homes

in PNG, 670+ feared dead: UN

Svdney: More than 670 people
are assumed to have died in Pa-
pua New Guinea’s massive
landslide, the UN migration
agency estimated on Sunday
as rescue efforts continued.

Media in the South Pacific
nation north of Australia had
previously estimated Friday's
landslide had buried more
than 300 people. But more than
48 hours later the Internatio-
nal Organization for Migra-
tion (I0M) said the death toll
may be more than double that,
as the full extent of the dest-
ructionisstillunclearand con-
tinuing dangerous conditions
on the ground are hampering
aid and rescue efforts. Only fi-
ve bodies had been retrieved
from the rubble sofar,

The agency based its death
toll estimates on information
provided by officials at Yamba-
11 Village in the Enga province,
who say more than 150 houses
were buried in Friday's lands-
lide, Serhan Aktoprak, the chi-
ef of the agency’s mission in
Papua New Guinea said in an
email statement.

“Land is still sliding, rocks
are falling, ground soil is
cracking due toconstant incre-
ased pressure and ground wa-
ter is running thus the area 1s
posing an extreme risk for eve-
rvone,” Aktoprak said. More
than 250 houses nearby have
been abandoned by the inhabi-
tants, who had taken tempora-
rv shelter with their relatives
and friends, and some 1,250 pe-
ople have been displaced, the
agency said. “People are using
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digging sticks, spades, large
agricultural forks to remove
the bodies buried under the so-
il,” Aktoprak said.

The IOM said an elementa-
rv school, small businesses
and stalls, a puesthouse, and a
petrol station were also buri-
ed. The UN's Papua New Gui-
nea office said five bodies were
retrieved from an area where
S0to60 homes had been destro-
ved, and a number of injured
reported, including at least 20
women and children. IOM sa-
id the community in this villa-
e was relatively young and
it's feared that the most fatali-

People dlgglng at the randillde
site of Yambali Village in Papua
New Guinea's Enga Province

ties would be children of 15 ve-
arsor younger.

Social media footage pos-
ted by villagers and local me-
dia teams show people clam-
bering over rocks, uprooted
trees and mounds of dirt se-
arching for survivors. Wo-
men could be heard weeping
in the background.

The landslide hit a section
of highway near the Porgera
gold mine, operated by Barri-
ck Gold through Barrick Niu-
gini Ltd, its joint venture with
China’s Zijin Mining. The Por-
cera Highway remains block-
ed, [OM said, and the only way
to reach the Porgera Gold Mi-
ne and other localities cut off
from therest of Enga Province
is via helicopter: The geograp-
hie remoteness and the tough,
hilly terrain is slowing rescue
and aid efforts. reuters

- Man throws flaming liquid
on NYC subway; rider hurt

Zelensky, from
ravaged Kharkiv,
asks Biden & Xito
join peace meet

14 DIE IN KHARKIV ATTACK: A
Russian strike on Staurday ona
crowded DIY hardware store in
Kharkiv killed 14 people and
wounded dozens more, Ukrainian
officials said on Sunday morning

Kyiv: Prez Volodymyr Zelen-
sky appealed to US Prez Joe
Biden and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping on Sunday to attend
his peace summit as Ukraine
struggles to stave off unre-
lenting attacks by Russia in
its 27-month-old invasion.

Ukraine hopes to host as
many countriesas possibleat
Kyiv-led talks in Switzerland
next month aimed at uniting
global opinion on how to halt
the war and piling pressure
on Russian Prez Putin, who
has not been invited.

Zelensky spoke inan Eng-
lish-language video recorded
in the northeastern city of
Kharkiv, inside the charred
remains of a printing house
that was destroved on Thurs-
day in a Russian missile stri-
ke. He said more than 80 co-
untries would attend.

But it was unclear whet-
her Biden would be there, nor
has Beijing, which maintains
close ties with Moscow, said
whether it would attend. A
US official said on Sunday
that the US will participate in
the summit, but declined to
say who or at what level.

In the video, Zelensky ur:
ged Biden and Xi to “show vo-
ur leadership in advancing
the peace - the real peace and
not just a pause between the
strikes.” Kyiv, in its peace
plan, calls for a full withdra-
wal of Russian troops and a
restoration of its internatio-
nally recognised borders, so-
mething Moscow considersa
NON-S{arter. REUTERS
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Xi Jinping’s recipe for total control: An army of eyes and ears

Volunteers from a neighbourhood
committee keeping watch on a
Beijing street. Reviving a Mao-era
surveillance campaign, authorities
are tracking residents, schoolkids &
businesses to forestall any unrest

ruggle sessions, in which supp-
osed offenders were sometimes
beaten or tortured. But the idea
is the same; harnessing ordina-

ry people alongside the police to
suppress any challenges to the
party and uphold party’s legiti-
macy. The party casts thisas a
public service. It is also a bid to
assert his political legacy.

The campaign strengthens
Beijing’s repressive abilities at
a time of mounting challenges.
With China'seconomy slowing,
protests about unpaid wages
and unfinished homes have ri-
sen. Tensions with the West ha-
ve led Beijing to warn of ommni-
present foreign spies. The party
has also tightened scrutiny of
groups like feminists, students
and LGBT&+ rights activists.

In the name of Fengqiao,
the police have visited Tibe-
tans, Uighurs and other mino-
rity groups in their homes, pro-
moting party policies. Compa-
nies have been required to re-
oister their emplovees in police
databases. Govt workers have
given “anti-cult” lectures at ch-
urches. Police officers and jud-
oges have been installed in ele-
mentary schools as “deputy pr-
incipals of law,” Keeping files
on students’ perceived risk le-
vels. But by blocking even mild
or apolitical criticism, the par-
ty could alsoerode the very legi-
timacy itistrving toproject. nyr

New York: Amansetacupof
liquid on fire and tossed it at
fellow subway rider in New
York City setting the victim's
shirt ablaze and injuring him.
The random attack happened
on a No. 1 train in lower Man-
hattan on Saturday afternoon,
city police said, adding that
the suspect was in custody:

The victim, a 23-year-old
man, was recovering at a ho-
spital. He told the New York
Post that he shielded his fian-
cee and cousin from the bur-
ning liquid and his shirt cau-
ght on fire. He said he slapped
himself to put out the flames.
Doctors told him he had burns
on about a third of his body, he
said. “He had a cup,” the vie-
tim told the Post. “He made fi-
reand he threw itall.”

The suspect, a 49-year-old
man, was arrested later after
police tracked a phone he alle-
edly stole from another sub-
way rider to his location, aut-
horities said. ap

6 hurt in stabbings
in Massachusetts

man was taken into custo-

dy after six people, inclu-
ding four girls at a movie thea-
tre, were stabbed in separate
attacksthat may be connected,
police in Massachusetts said.
Police said a man came into the
AMC Braintree 10 in Bostonon
Saturday and entered one of
the theatres. The girls, ages 9 to
17, were inside the theatre. The
man, unprovoked, suddenly
attacked them before running
out, the police said. The four
suffered non life-threatening
injuries. A video footage show-
ed the man's vehicle and a lice-
nce plate police said. A vehicle
matching that description was
later seen in Plymouth, 43 km
south of Braintree. Police said it
had left a McDonald’s restaura-
nt, where a 21-year-old woman
and a 29-year-old man were fo-
und injured after stabbing. ar

AROUND THE WORLD

HONOUR WHIMSY, SAY ELDWHS With red noses, extravagant
shoes, colourful outfits and unique makeup, hundreds of clowns on
Saturday gathered in the streets of Peru's capital to mark Clown Day.
They have sought for years to gain official recognition of the day.
The parade in Lima, which includes awards for the best costumes,
makeup, routine and improvisation, takes place annually on May 25

Macron in Germany
on 1+ state visit by a
French prezin 24 yrs

Macron (L) and German Prez
Frank-Walter Steinmeier play
table football match in Berlin

rez Emmanuel Macron on

Sunday started the first
state visit to Germany by a
French head of state in 24
years, a three-day trip meant
to underline the strong ties
between the EU’s traditional
leading powers ahead of Euro-
pean Parliament elections in
which far-right parties in both
countries hope for gains. While
Macron is a frequent visitor to
Germany as Paris and Berlin try

to coordinate their positions on
EU and foreign policy, this is
the first state visit with full po-
mp since Jacques Chirac came
in 2000. Macron and his wife,
Brigitte, are being hosted by
Germany's largely ceremonial
prez, Frank-Walter Steinmeier.

French ex-prez Hollande's
‘love affair scooter’ sells
for €20,500: The scooter at
the centre of a headline-
grabbing love affair between
then-French prez Francois
Hollande and his actress lover
Julie Gayet sold for €20,500 at
an auction in France on Sunday.
A huge scandal erupted in 2014
when French glossy magazine
Closer said Hollande, who then
lived with his partner Valerie
Trierweiler, routinely hopped
on a scooter to spend the night
with his 41-year-old mistress,
publishing pictures of the
three-wheeler. Hollande went
on to marry Gayet in 2022, The
grey Piaggio MP3 125 was bou-
ght by Denis Breheret, owner of
a car museum. Breheret wants
to exhibit the scooter so that
“everyone can enjoy it",
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IPL TITLES
KKR-3

@ Beat SRH by 8 wickets in
Chennai; (26-5-2024)

® Beat Punjab by 3 wickets
in Bengaluru; (1-6-2014)

@ Beat CSK by 5 wickets in
Chennai; (27-5-2012)

Venkatesh lyer has
1 become the first KKR

batter to post two
fifties in the IPL finals - 50

vs CSK at Dubai on October
15, 2021 and 52 not out

vs SRH at Chennai on May
26, 2024,

Number of successive
fifties registered by lyer

in the IPL playoffs.

SRH have
recorded the
lowest-ever

total in the history of IPL
finals, eclipsing CSK's 125/9
off 20 overs vs M| at Eden,
Kolkata (May 26, 2013).

Mumber of wickets
1 captured by Varun
Chakravarthy at

19.14 runs apiece in 15
matches - the second
highest tally by a bowler in
this IPL behind Parshal
Patel's tally of 24 at 19.87 (14

matches). —Stats: Rajesh Kumar

Unstoppable KKR Romp To 8-Wicket

Win Over SRH In IPL Final

Dwaipayan.Datta
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: A team was curated
with extreme care, 4 mentor
par excellence was brought in
to run the show, a diamond was
picked for incredible price, and
by the end of a two-month roll-
er-coaster, the Knights became
the ‘Don’ of IPL, all over again.

By the end of Sunday even-
ing, the home of yvellow was
bathing in a wave of purple.
Gautam Gambhir, who had led
KER to their first IPL triumph
12 years ago at the same venue,
was celebrating his return to a
team he calls his “second
home". Gambhir's biggest punt
of the season, Mitchell Starc for
Rs 24 cr, proved to be worth
every penny as the Aussie deci-
mated Sunrisers Hyderabad for
the lowest score of an IPL final.
SRH were bowled out for 113 In
the 19th over, 12 short of Chen-
nai Super Kings’ 125 at the 2013
Eden Gardens final against
Mumbai Indians.

As the Shah Rukh chart-
busters started blaring across
Chepauk, the KKR batters had
an on-field party, running away
with an eight-wicket win in 10.3
overs, to present ‘King Khan’
with his third IPL title. Ven-
katesh Iver (52 not out off 26
halls) helped himself to some
fireworks as KKR completed the
most one-sided IPL final in its
17-vear history

But before all that, as Cy-
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L‘elehrate the wicket of Travis Head
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KOLKATA'S NIGHT

clone Remal made its landfall
in Bangladesh, the weather
down the east coast was
gloomy through the day
Chennai being no exception.
There was a breeze on as well,
making the conditions at Che-
pauk conducive for swing
bowling. And when a bowler
of the quality of Starc gets
such conditions, there's a
chance that he can turn abso-
lutely unplavable.

SEH left-hander Abhishek
sharma got a feel of that gual-
ity in the first over itself as his
off-stump was knocked back
by a beautiful outswinger.
Starc (2-14) created fear in the
minds of the SRH top order
with the movement that he
was generating at a furious
pace and Travis Head knew he
had to take chances at the
other end. Medium-pacer Vai-
bhav Arora was waiting for
this chance and he, too, got the
ball to move just a bit that
found the edge of Head's bat to

SCOREBOARD

SRH: Abhishek Sharma b Starc 2,
Travis Head ¢ Gurbaz b Vaibhav
Arora 0, Rahul Tripathi ¢
Ramandeep Singh b Starc 9,
Aiden Markram ¢ Starc b Russell
20, Nitish Reddy ¢ Gurbaz b
Harshit Rana 13, Heinrich Klaasen
b Harshit Rana 16, Shahbaz
Ahmed ¢ Narine b Chakaravarthy
8, Abdul Samad c Gurbaz b
Russell 4, Pat Cummins c Starc b
Russell 24, Jaydev Unadkat lbw b
Narine 4, Bhuvneshwar Kumar
not out 0, Extras: (b-5, |b-2, w-6)
13; Total: (18.3 ov) 113; FoW: 2-1,

send him back for his third
duck 1n four games. The mo-
ment the dynamic opening duo
was dismissed for virtually
nothing, a sense of helpless-
ness crept into the SRH ranks.
Another in-form player, Rahul
Tripathy was dismissed by
Starc within the powerplay

If SKH had to make a come-
back, the middle-order of
Aiden Markram, Nitish Reddy
and Heinrich Klaasen had to
rise to the occasion. But here
too, the depth of the KKR at-
tack came to the fore.

Once Starc and Arora
were done with their first
spells, medium-pacer Harshit
Rana and the wily, old Sunil
Narine came into operation.
While Harshit used his subtle
variations beautifully with
the occasional slower balls -
one accounting for Klaasen -
Narine was his usual stingy
self. If that was not enough,
old pro Andre Russell (3-19)
was equally brilliant.

6-2, 21-3, 47-4, 62-5, 71-6, 77-17. 90-
8, 113-9; Bowling: Starc 3-0-14-2,
Arora 3-0-24-1, Rana 4-1-24-2,
Narine 4-0-16-1, Russel| 2.3-0-19-
3, Varun Chakaravarthy 2-0-9-1.

KKR: Rahmanullah Gurbaz lbw
Shahbaz Ahmed 39; Sunil Narine
¢ Shahbaz Ahmed b Pat Cummins
6; Venkatesh Iyer batting 52;
Shreyas lyer batting 6, Extras: (b-
4, |b-2, w-5) 11; Total: (10.3 overs)

114/2; FoW: 1-11, 2-102; Bowling:
Bhuvneshwar 2-0-25-0, Cummins

2-0-18-1, Natarajan 2-0-29-0,
Shahbaz 2.3-0-22-1, Unadkat 1-0-
9-0, Markram 1-0-5-0.

‘Mitch Starc’s arrival
boosted confidence
of our youngsters’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: It was celebration
time for the KKR camp after
the dominant win over SRH in
the IPL final.

KKR bowling coach B Arun
was ecstatic with the perfor-
mance of his bowlers. “I think
it was pretty tough, the last two
yvears, [t was touch and go - we
didn’t qualify. It needed a lot of
introspection and now we can
savour this moment, (On Har-
shit Rana) He has been out-

KKR, with their
8-wicket win, have
emulated the biggest
ever triumph in terms
of wickets in an IPL Final. CSK
had won by eight wickets vs
SRH at Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai on May 27, 2018.

standing. It's about backing
your strengths.”

Talking about Mitch Starce,
Arun said, “I think Mitch com-
ing into the team boosted the
confidence of other youngsters
in the side. He is probably the
best bowler in the world, Once
he understood the Indian condi-
tions, he was excellent. Spin-
ners mature with age, and with
Sunny and Varun bowling in
tandem, it was superh.”

Batsman-wicketkeeper
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, who
left his ill mother to join the
team for the final few games,
said, “My mom is watching
from the home. She is feeling

STARC (C) CELEBRATES THE
WICKET OF ABHISHEK SHARMA
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good now. [ asked mom before
the match if she wanted any-
thing. She said just the win.
When Phil Salt was plaving, 1
wasn't expecting to get a
chance but I knew it's a long
tournament and I needed to be
ready. Once I got the chance, 1
was well prepared.”

Batsman Nitish Rana had a
story to share. “GG bhaiva
(Gambhir) was named the men-
tor, I sent him a long message
as [ was really happy He replied
sayving, ‘Thank you but [ would
be happy if we stand at the po-
dium with the trophy in our
hands.’ Today is that day and 1
will never forget that message.”
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Dipa creates history with gold at Asian Championships

Gotty images
DIPA KARMAKAR r-_.‘

Mamts | JBIS[ shuddh.
Maa | _]al.Sl mamta.

tics World Challenge Cup in 2018 in
Mersin, Turkey.

And on Sunday she created history
one more time as she won gold in

“I went through a lot of troubles,
injuries and surgeries before I could
make a comeback. It was a lot of hard
work and I couldn’t have done all this

some penalties and the points were
deducted.”

Irrespective of the penalties,
Dipa still finished strong and coach

First Indian Gymnast To
End On Top Of The Podium

At A Continental Meet Vault at Senior Women Artistic Gym- without the support of my coach and Bishweshwar Nandi couldn’t have
nastics Asian Championships in family who have always supported been more proud of his pupil. “What
Amab.Seal@timesgroup.com Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Although In- me and stood by my side through she had to go through was highly

challenging but | never gave up and
neither did she,” added the Dro-
nacharya Award-winning coach.

Sadly for Dipa though, she
couldn’t qualify for Paris Olympics
and she is still hurting from it. In
the Olympic Qualification Appara-
tus World Cup Ranking List in Vault,
she finished fourth with a total of 52
points from where only the top two
oymnasts qualified.

thick and thin,” she said during a
brief interaction with TOI tryving to
keep her emotions in check.

Her first vault on Sunday was a
Tsukahara 720 degree turn from a
straight body and she followed it up
with a straight body front somer-
sault 360 turn.

Asked about her performance on
the day, Dipa said, “I could have ex-
ecuted it a bit better but there were

dian gyvmnasts, including Dipa, won
bronze in the Asian meet four times
earlier, it was the first time that an
Indian finished on top of the podium.
The girl from Tripura was expectedly
over the moon after accomplishing
the feat. *1 have no words to express
my feelings at the moment,” she said
after her historic feat.

After finishing 16th in the all-
round category in Tashkent with a

Kolkata: Dipa Karmakar has al-
ways loved making history.

From being the first Indian gym-
nast to take part in Olympics in Rio
in 2016 to becoming the country’s
first woman to win a medal in the
sport in Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow, 2014, she has always been
an inspiration. She was also the first
to win gold in FIG Artistic Gvmnas-

ARCHER TAKES 2 WICKETS
ON RETURN IN ENGLAND’S
T20 TRIUMPH OVER PAK

Birmingham: Pace bowler Jofra Archer claimed
two wickets on his long-awaited return to
international cricket as England beat Pakistan
by 23 runs at Edgbaston to move 1-0 up in the
four-match T20 series on Saturday.

This was Archer’s first appearance on the
international stage in 14 months, but he had not
played for his country on English soil since 2020
after an injury-hit few years. He bounced back
from an expensive first over which went for 15
runs to finish with 2-28 and help England

score of 46.166 earlier on Friday, Dipa
came back with a bang on Sunday to
win the gold in Vault with an average
seore of 13.566. Silver and bronze went
to North Korea's Kim Son-Hvang
(13.466) and Jo Kvong-Byol (12.966).

AFP

ON TOP OF HIS GAME: Virat Kohli scored 741
runs at a strike-rate of 154.43 in the tournament

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com
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Chennai: Harbhajan Singh has
been part of four IPL winning

IMPACT SUBSTITUTES

dismiss Pakistan for 160 in pursuit of 184. teams (thrice with Mumbai Indi- == Abhishek Sharma (SRH): ¢ B ®
England's 183-7 was largely down to a ans and once with Chennai Super Abhishek was quite superb S pplng OStraVa
blistering half-century from captain Jos Buttler, Kings). Bhajji is part of the com- with Travis Head and showed
who struck three sixes on his way to 84. arp mentary team and has been trav- in Qualifier 2that he canbe a = y
elling the length and breadth of handy bowler too on helpful
the country for the last two conditions. event a precaUtlon
CHASE LEADS WITO SERIES months. On the day of the final, = Varun Chakravarthy (KKR):

sers of the pre-
stigious meet
gaid he has de-
cided to skip
the event due to

New Delhi: Olympic cham-
pion javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra on Sunday clarified
that he is not injured but has
pulled out of the Ostrava Gol-

A very impactful mystery
spinner, taking 21 wickets
during the tournament.

Harbhajan sat down with TOI to
choose 2024 IPL's best XI. “There
have been some superb perfor-
mances. [t's tough with so much
talent around, but this is my best

WIN OVER SOUTH AFRICA

Kingston: Roston Chase struck a magnificent
38-ball 67 as West Indies beat South Africa by 16
runs at Sabina Park to take an unassailable 2-0

lead in the three-match T20I series. XI,” Bhajji told TOI, good at No. 3. “Even though he player, keep an eye on him for the best in business, and he showed on den Spike meet in Czech Re- an injury he
Chase led a strong batting performance wasn't the captain of RCE, his future,” Harbhajan said. difficult pitches how lethal he can public on May 28 as a precau- sustained whi-
from the home side who made 207-7 and while HERE GOES THE TEAM: leadership qualities were on display  Heinrich Klaasen (SRH): be,” Bhajji added. tionary measure after he felt  letraining two weeks ago.

South Africa made a fast start they were unable
to get close to the target. West Indies, who are
co-hosts of the T20 WC which gets under way

Travis Head (SRH): It's not just the
runs but the impact that he had in
the tournament. “Head's batting has

as RCB went on a six-match winning
streak to make playoffs,” Bhajji said.
Shivam Dube (CSK): The left-hander

“Klaasen is the best white-
ball hitter at the moment,”
Bhajji said, explaining the

Jasprit Bumrah (Mumbai
Indians): Despite a poor
| show by Mumbai Indians,

on June 1 in USA, will face South Africa again on
Sunday to conclude the series. arp

BANGLADESH RESTORE SOME
PRIDE WITH WIN OVER USA

Miami: Bangladesh repaired some of their
battered pride by beating USA by 10 wickets in
the third and final game of the three-match T20I
series on Saturday in Houston, with Mustafizur
Rahman taking six wickets. The Americans
could only manage 104-9 in their 20 overs and
the visitors rattled that total off in 11.4 overs
without losing a wicket,

USA, who stunned their higher-ranked
opponents by winning the opening two games,
claimed the series 2-1, a huge boost for their
morale ahead of the T20 WC. The Americans
will face Canada in the opening game of the
tournament on Saturday in Dallas. are

been a game-changer in
many ways, the par-score
in the powerplay has
gone up from 50 to 75
and Head is central to
that,” Harbhajan said.
Sunil Narine (KKR): It's
his impact with the bat
and ball that helps him take

the spot ahead of Abhishek Sharma.
“What an allround show it has been

from the veteran. Narine just

doesn't stop,” Harbhajan said.
Virat Kohli (RCB, captain): The
legend came into this IPL with

guestion marks about his strike-rate
but he answered all those in style.
The Orange Cap with 741 runsand a
strike-rate of 154.43 belongs to the

right-hander, and even though he

opened for RCB, he will be equally

THM"IS HEAD

graduated from being a
designated spin-hitter of CSK
to a player who can take any
attack apart. It's his long
levers that helped him
unleash those huge shots
scoring 396 runs at a strike-
rate of 162.23. On the basis of
his IPL performances, he
found a place in India’s T20 World
Cup team. “At No. 4, he keeps the
left-right combination going,”
Harbhajan said.
Riyan Parag (RR): He has been
playing for a while, but this proved
to be the right-hander's break-out
year. It's not just about the 573 runs
(strike-rate 149.2) that he scored, it
was the way he did it, looking
equally comfortable against pace
and spin. “A massively improved

wicket-keeper batsman's
inclusion in the team. His
50 off 34 balls was
cornerstone of SRH's entry
into the final after a difficult start.
Ravindra Jadeja (CSK): Jadeja, with
267 runs, wasn't at his best with the
bat, but he did come up with some
important contributions for CSK
when it mattered. “Eight wickets at
an economy rate of 7.85 may not be
his best, but at the No. 7
allrounder’s slot, there was no one
better than the southpaw,"” Bhajji
said, while making Jadeja's case.
Kuldeep Yadav (Delhi Capitals): He
showed his wicket-taking abilities
once again, taking 16 in 11 games
and even though the economy was
above 8, Kuldeep was quite brilliant
with his wrist spin. “He is one of the

JASFRIT BU MHAH

Bumrah was “comfortably
the best bowler of the IPL."
“Economy of 6.48 and all
that are fine, we just hope
keeps doing this in the World Cup
for India as well,” Harbhajan said.
Trent Boult (Rajasthan Royals):
Sixteen wickets in 16 games at an
economy rate of 8.3 may not be the
best, but it's the impact that he had
with his swing that went a long way
in RR’s entry into the playoffs.
“Don't think there was anyone
better than Boult bowling left-arm
swing in this IPL,” Boult said.
Harshit Rana (KKR): He was one
KKR's finds in the tournament,
bowling the difficult overs at the
death. “Rana showed heart. It
makes him one of the emerging
stars,” Habhajan said.

GALLERY

Sindhu ends
runner-up
in Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur: PV Sind-
hu's wait for a much-
needed title extended
further as she faltered at
the finish line, going down
in three games to world No.
7 Wang Zhi Yi of China in
the summit clash here on
Sunday. Fifth seed Sindhu,
a double Olympic medallist,
last won the Singapore
Open and Commonwealth
Games gold in 2022 and
finished runner-up at the
Madrid Spain Masters in
2023. The title here looked
within her reach when
world No. 15 Sindhu held a
massive 11-3 lead in the
decider but the former
world champion suffered a
shocking meltdown after
the final change of ends to
go down 21-16 5-2116-21 in a
79-minute women's singles
final.

Chebet breaks 10,000m
record: Kenyan Beatrice
Chebet shattered the
women's 10,000 metres
world record at the Prefon-
taine Classic on Saturday,
as Britain's Josh Kerr beat
arch-rival Jakob Ingebrigt-
sen in the mile race at the
Eugene Diamond League
meet, Chebet clocked 28
minutes 54.14 seconds,
taking nearly seven se-
conds off the previous
world record set by Ethiopi-
an Letesenbet Gidey three
years ago to qualify for the
event at the Paris Olympics.
The men's mile served up
the biggest drama of the
day as Kerr faced Nor-
wegian Ingebrigtsen.

Southampton backin
Premier League with
playoff win over Leeds:
Southampton won promo-
tion back to the Premier
League by beating Leeds
United 1-0 in the Champions-
hip playoft final at Wembley
Stadium on Sunday, earning
an immediate return to
England’s top tier in a game
considered the richest in
world football. Adam Arm-
strong was the match-
winner as his first-half goal
was enough to see off a
Leeds side that struggled to
muster a meaningful respon-
S€. AGENCIES

Sizzling Alcaraz — After the

ALONSO WANTS TO ‘ENJOY’

tames Wolf in Rd

Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com

Paris: Carlos Alcaraz’s court
coverage is something like a
light and sound show. You see,
but you don’t really see it. It's
in the shadows perhaps.

Alcaraz’'sfeet barely skim-
med the dirt when on the mo-
ve 1n his first Roland Garros
outing on Sunday.

FRENCH OPEN

The Spaniard ran around
his backhand, moved in and
fell back, brandishing his un-
bounded athleticism like a
cutlass. He reached wide and
stayed low for the softer touch
or the firmer grip. A perfor-
mance that was as much a
physical test as it was a dis-
play of dimensions.

Alecaraz, 21, has been out
on the injury carousel for a
good part of the season so far,
retiring from Rio de Janeiro
in February after twisting his
right ankle and playing just
onetournamenton clay in the
spring swing, because of a
right forearm injury.

Alcaraz, who has been
practicing with a sleeve, took
the court armed with the per-
formance accessory against
American lucky loser Jeffrey
John Wolf, who goes with his
initials J J Wolf on the Tour,
but it didn’t seem like he nee-
ded the support,

The world No.3, indexing
his tennis miles on Court Phi-
lippe Chatrier, came through
6-1, 6-2, 6-1 in one-hour and 51-
minutes. Alcaraz had 27 win-
nersin the match, 15 of which
came from the forehand side,
which augurs well for him.

Alcaraz, who appeared to
be debating with his box du-
ring a break in play, perhaps
on holding back on power, sa-

Carlos Alcaraz on Sunday

id the performance sleeve
was proposed to him by his
physio Juanjo Moreno.

“Hetold me it helps in a cer-
tain way. I don't know which
way,” the 2l-yvear-old said. “1
just wear it because evervbody
has told me that it helps my
mind, just to try to forget eve-
rything in my forearm.”

The Spaniard, who made
the semifinal here last vear,
sported bright vellow shorts,
which helped light up the
dank, dismal conditions on a
rain-hit afternoon.

“The arm is 100 percent.
I'm still feeling weird, afraid
to hit every forehand at 100
percent,” Alcaraz explained.
“It's still in my mind, but |
didn't feel anvthing after the
match, which is really, really
oood for me. So [ can say it's
fully recovered.”

Alcaraz can be extrava-
gant with his shot making. So
much so that his shot selec-
tion often comes under the
scanner, more recently in the
opening Grand Slam of these-
ason at Melbourne Park inJa-
nuary where he looked like he
had lost a winning hand aga-
inst Alexander Zverev in the
quarterfinals.

Alcaraz said this time it
was him holding back, and
not his coachJuan Carlos Fer-
rerotelling him to step off the
pedal some.

Ferrari’s Leclerc wins Monaco GP

Monaco: Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc celebrated a dream
Monaco Grand Prix victory
on Sunday to become the first
home winner of Formula
One's showcase race since Lo-
uis Chiron raced around the
city streets in 1931, It was the
first time the 26-vear-old had
stood on the Monaco podium
in six attempts and came after
two standing starts from pole
position in arace halted when

first-lap collisions took out a
fifth of the field.

MecLaren's Oscar Piastri
finished runnerup, 7.1 se-
conds behind after 78 laps wit-
hout achance to overtakeon a
circuit that often produces
processionalraces, and Ferra-
ri's Carlos Sainz was third.

Red Bull's championship
leader and 2023 Monaco win-
ner Max Verstappen started
and finished sixth. reurers

LEVERKUSEN'’S

INCREDIBLE SEASON

: Berlin: Baver Leverkusen
: coach Xabi Alonso said he
: “needed a bit more time to
: grasp”
. son”, after lifting the German
: Cup on Saturday night to
: ¢laim the double.

the club’s “dream sea-

Midfielder Granit Xhaka

: scored the only goal in a 1-0
: win over Kaiserslautern, with
. Leverkusen down to 10 men
. for more than half the match.

Alonso's first full season

. managing at the top level fin-
: ished with a Bundesliga and
: German Cup double, a Europa
: League final - and a stunning
: record of just one loss in 53
i games. Leverkusen's only loss
: came in Wednesday’s Europa
i League final against Serie A
: side Atalanta, but Alonso's
: charges rebounded in dogged
: fashion.

“1 need a bit more time to

: grasp it. It was a dream sea-
: son. To be able to celebrate
: here is incredible - we need to
. enjoy it,
: ny's ARD network.

* Alonso told Germa-

The coach, who rejected

. reported interest from Liver-
: pool, Bayern Munich and Real
: Madrid to stay at Leverkusen
: this season,
: with chants of *Xabi Alonso”
: by delirious fans whose club
: had only won two trophies be-
: fore this season.

was serenaded

“Of course I'm happy but

I'm especially proud of the
: players. The double is totally
: deserved.”

The victory tested Alonso

: as he rarely has been this sea-
. son, with Leverkusen reduced
- to 10 men late in the first half
. after centre-back Odilon Kos-
: sounou’s second vellow. are

Milan: Olivier Giroud
scored in his final match for
AC Milan as the Rossoneri
drew with bottom club
Salernitana 3-3 on a Satur-
day night of farewells at San
Siro. The 37-yvear-old Giroud,
who helped Milan to the Se-
rie A title in 2022, is leaving
after three vears and will
join Los Angeles FC,

Giroud was given a
standing ovation when he
was substituted off six min-
utes from time, hugging all
of his teammates and coach
Stefano Pioli as the crowd
sang his name.

Milan's last match of the
season was also Pioli's final
match in charge, bringing to
an end a five-yvear stint that
included the Champions
League semifinal last year
as well as the Serie A title.

mﬁ))ﬂ@/dm

Xabi Alonso
celebrates with
the German Cup
on Saturday
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GIROUD SCORES IN HIS LAST MILAN MATCH
ON A NIGHT OF FAREWELLS AT SAN SIRO

There were emotional
scenes before the match as
Pioli was encircled by his
plavers. He had tears in his
eves as he embraced each of
them individually as they
applauded, while the whole
stadium gave him a standing
ovation. afael Leao immedi-
ately went over to celebrate
with Pioli after scoring the
opening goal in the 22nd
minute following a howler
by Salernitana goalkeeper
Vincenzo Fiorillo, who
dropped the ball at his feet.
They were joined by the rest
of the Milan team.

Five minutes later it was
Giroud’s turn as he acro-
batically struck home a cor-
ner for his 156th league goal
of the season. The France
forward has 49 goals for Mi-
lan in his three seasons.

“something” on his adductor
muscles during a recent trai-
ning session.

Chopra said he would not
want torisk injury inan Olym-
pic vear and hence decided to
skip the prestigious meet.

“Following a recent thro-
wing session, [ decided not to
compete in Ostravaas [ felt so-
mething in my adductor. I ha-
ve had problems with it in the
pastand pushingitat this sta-
ge can lead to injury,” Chopra
wrote on his Instagram.

“Just toclarify, lamnot in-
jured but I don’t want to take
any risk during the Olympic
vear so had to take this deci-
sion. Once I feel it’s fully reco-
vered, I will get back to com-
petitions,” he added.

Chopra'’s clarification ca-
me just hours after the organi-

“Due to an injury that he
sustained in training two we-
eks ago (adductor muscle) he
will not be able to throw in
Ostrava, but he will arrive at
theeventasaguest,” theorga-
nisers of Golden Spike said
parlier in the day.

The 26-vear-old world
champion will, however, at-
tend the meet as a guest, ac-
cording to the organisers.
Thiswastobe Chopra’sfirstfo-
ray in Golden Spike meet, a
World Athletics Continental
Tour Gold level event, which is
a going to see a star-studded fi-
eld, with Tokyo Olympics sil-
ver medallist and 2023 world
championships bronze win-
ner Jakub Vadlejch ot Czech
Republic and former world
champion Anderson Peters of
(Grenada set to be inaction. e

Can go with my head
held high: Mbappe

Lille: Kylian Mbappe said he
was proud to leave Paris
Saint-Germain with his
“head held high™ after win-
ning Saturday’s French Cup
final, but said he would wait
for the right time to confirm
where he will be playing next
Season.

“To finish with a trophy
in a final, there is no better
way. It feels really good,”
Mbappe said after PSG beat
Lyon 2-1 in the final in the
northern city of Lille.

Mbappe's contract is now
up and he recently confirmed
he would leave at the season’s
end, with Real Madrid ex-

pected to be his next destina-
tion. “All I wanted was toend
things well with my club,
with a trophy. I think there is
a time for everyvthing and [
will announce my future club
in good time,” he said.
“There are only good memo-
ries and now I can go out
with my head held high, with
a trophy as well.”

Mbappe did not score in
Saturday’s game and so
leaves his hometown team
with a elub-record tally of
256 goals from 308 appear-
ances. Ousmane Dembele
and Fabian Ruiz netted for
PSG. arp

Kylian Mbappe is
being given a
cheerful farewell

QUADRUPLE IS A ‘DREAM COME
TRUE’: BARCELONA’S PUTELLAS

BARCA AVENGE LYON DEFEATS
TO WIN THIRD WOMEN'S
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Bilbao: Barcelona playmaker
Alexia Putellas said winning the
guadruple was a “dream come
true” after the Catalan giants
beat Lyon 2-0 in the women's
Champions League final on
Saturday.

Two-time Ballon d'Or winner
Putellas struck the second to
ensure Barcelona won the

trophy for the third time after
Aitana Bonmati put them ahead
in Bilbao. *Winning the Spanish
Super Cup in January, the
months keep passing, the Copa
de |a Reina, Liga F, all won,"
Putellas told TVE.

“We wanted to win it all and
reach the grand final, the
Champions League, with all
three trophies and the chance to
win a fourth, Obviously it's a
dream come true, what we have
achieved.” acencies

A goalless draw with Real

: Betis was largely irrelevant
. with Real confirmed as La-
: Liga champions and all the
: European gualification and
: relegation spots decided, so

the evening was about cele-
brating the 34-year-old Kroos.

One of Real's most sue-
cessful playvers of all time,
Kroos announced on Tuesday
that he will retire after this
vear's European Champion-
ship on home soil.

He tfought back tears as
walked on to the pitch through
a corridor formed by his team
mates, who were wearing his
number eight jersey as the
fans held up a giant flag with

his face and the words “Thank
vou, legend” which covered
the south stand.

In the 85th minute, Kroos
broke down in tears when,
after receiving another stand-
ing ovation as he was substi-
tuted, he embraced his three
children who were all crying
on the sidelines,

The game was stopped for
several minutes as Kroos
hugged each of his team
mates and his coach.

Kroos bids emotional farewell to Bernabeu

: Madrid: Toni Kroos bade an
: emotional farewell to Real
: Madrid fans at a sold-out San-
. tiago Bernabeu on Saturday
: as the German midfielder
: played his final home game
: after a remarkable decade
: with the Spanish giants.

Real Madrid's Toni Kroos walks
on the pitch with his children

AHLY WIN AFRICAN CL
FOR THE 12TH TIME

Cairo: Egypt's Al Ahly were
crowned African champions for
the fourth time in the last five
years after captain Rami Rabia
scored early to beat Esperance
of Tunisia 1-0 in Saturday's
second leg of the Champions
League final.

Home victory secured a 1-0
aggregate triumph, after last
Saturday's goalless first leg in
Tunisia, and a record 12th
victory for Al Ahly in Africa's
top club competition. ap




