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7 newborns killed

Not against Muslims, but Cong'’s
appeasement politics: PM Modi

Says NDA set for historic victory, INDIA bloc to crumble after elections
2%

Urban Naxals ruling Punjab

Punjab results will stun you. Do remember | told you this
first... the decision to part with SAD was wellthought-
out. The ruling Punjab leadership mirrors the ideology
of urban Naxals and people are worried they may take
the state down the wrong path again. Narendra Modi, ru

Aprri TANDON

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

Prime DMinister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the rul-
ing BJPled NDA combine
was headed for a histone win
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the Opposition
INDIA bloe would disinte-
grate after the polls.

Che Tribune INTERVIEW
FULL COVERAGE INSIDE

In an exclusive interview
with The Tribune on the eve
of the last and seventh phase
of the 18th General Election
on June 1, the Prime Mmis-
ter talked about a range of
issues, including his “ghus-
pethive” ({infiltrators) and
“those with more children”
remarks, sayving these were
never aimed at Muslims,

“When I say illegal infiltra-
tors or people with more chil-
dren, why are you assuming
that I was referring to Mus-
ims? When I question the
Congress’ divisive policies
that aim to appease Muslims,
[ am speaking agamnst the
Congress, not against Mus-

A TATA PRODUCT

lims,"”
that

appeasement politics was the
maost pro-Mushm stance one

he sawd. emphasising
speaking  against

could take because the
biggest victims of vote bank
politics were Muslims them-
selves and they too had
steadily bepun to  “see
through the Congress game”.

The Prime Minister
pledped the BIP's commit-
ment to bringing the Un-
form Civil Code to its lopical
condusion *m  his third
term” and singled the Con-

Fress out to say that the
opposition  party  would
“repeat its listless perform-
ance as in 2014 and 2019”.

For the BJE PM Modi, nin-
ning for a record third term
in office, predicted signifi-
cant gains in the south even
as he termed the opposition
alliance as
and one without any vision
Or mission”.

“In Delha, they say ‘hum

gsaath saath hamn'; in Punjab,

they say ‘hum aapke hain
kaun',"” said the Prime Min-

“opportunistic

ON AAP-CONG PACT...

Oppn has no agreement
on vision or leadership. In
Delhi, they say hum saath

' saath hain; in Punjab, they
- say hum aapke hain kaun.

1ster, who listed lifting of 25
crore people out of poverty as
the topmost national achi eve-
ment in 10 vears of NDA rule
apart from the grant of basic
amenities from toilets to gas
connections to cmores of
deprived households.

In other important
remarks, the Prime Minister
cited the May 24 Caleutta
High Court order cancelling
OBC certificates pranted to
7T communities by West Ben-
gal's Thnamool Congress
government simee 2010 to

ON ED, CBI RAIDS...

Yes, the corrupt are being
targeted. The country saw
heaps of cash recovered by
the agencies, which shows
the ED & CBl are on track.

reiterate his accusation that
the “Conpress-led INDIA

bloe had a track record of

diluting SCST/OBC quota
and grang it to the Muslims".
The overwhel ming majority
of OBC certificates cancelled
by the Caleutta HC were the
ones awarded to Mushim com-
munities, the Prime Minister
pointed out, rejecting the
Opposition's charge that the
BJP wanted 400-plus Lok
Sabha seats to scrap constitu-
tionally mandated quotas.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

in Delhi hospital fire

Didn’t have licence, qualified docs

AnsHITA MEHRA
NEW DELHI, MAY 26
Seven newboms, six 15 days
old and one 25 days old, were
killed in a massmve fire that
broke out at a private chal-
dren’s hospitalin east Delhi's
Vivek Vihar late Saturday
night, officials said on Sunday.
Twehe newborns were
admitted to Baby Care New-
born Hospital and the five who
survived have been admitted
o another facility in the oty
In shocking revelations,
the Delhi Police said the hos-
pital was operating despite
the expiry of its hcence on
March 31 and it had no dear-
ance from the fire depart-
ment and also lacked quali-
fied doctors. “Even the
expired licence issued to the
hospital allowed only five
beds,” Deputy Commission-
er of Police (Shahdara)
surendra Choudhary sad.
Delhi Fire Services officials
gaid the blaze broke out
around 11.30 pm and soon
spread to two other adjacent
buildings. Oxygen evlinders
kept in the two-storey build-
ng exploded due to which
the adjacent buildings were
damaged, the officials said.
According to evewitnesses,
lorals and members of an

Firefighters attem pt to douse the
hospital blaze in New Delhi, am

RAJKOT GAMING ZONE
FIRE TOLL 35, 2 HELD

The police have registered an
FIR against six partners of a
gaming zone inGujarat's
Rajkot city on charges of cuk
pable homicide not amaunt-
ing to murder and arrested
two persons after a fire there
killed 35 persons, officials
said on Sunday. BACK PAGE

NGO, Shaheed Sewa Dal,
were the first to rush for help.
Some restdents are learnt to
have climbed the building
from the backside and mes-
cued some of the infants. A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Add a touch of exquisite beauty to each moment with
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Army Chief gets
extension:to

L] L] L] L]
hitseniorityline
AJay BANERJEE
THIHIFNE NEWS SEHVIEL
N EWDELHI, MAY 26
The povemment on Sunday
announced a  one-month
extension in service for Army
Chiet Gen Mano) Pande, who
was to superannuate on May
a41. This is the first time that
the tenure of an Army Chief
has been extended since the
Indira government gave an
extension to Gen SHEF]
Manekshaw for his contribu-
tion during the 1971 war.

In a statement, the Mmn-
1stry of Defence said, *The
Appointments Committee of
Cabinet, which met on May
26, approved the extension
in service of Chief of the
Army Staff General Manoj C
Pande for a period of one
month bevond his normal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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MLASs death brings down Saini govt's strength  Poll analysts muill

impact oflow
turnout in Rohtak

to42, Opposition

GEETANJALI (GAYATRI

CHAN DIGARH, MAY 26

With polling over, the trou-
bles for the Nayab Singh Sai
ni-led “mmority” povern-
mentinthe state are likelyto
escalate with their number
in the Vidhan Sabha drop-
ping to 42 in the now 87-
member House,

Sources sald opposition
parties wene gearing up for a
fresh round of “pressure” for
a floor test with the BJP
down from 43 to 42 following
the death of Badshahpur
MLA Rakesh Daultabad. an
Independent, who was sup-
porting the BJP government.

The BJP has 40 MLAs in
the 90-member House,
which has a reduced
strenpth of 87. Two mem-
bers—Manohar Lal Ehattar
after he was replaced as
Chief Minister and named
the BJP's Karnal candidate,
and Independent MLA Ran-
jit Singh who joined the BJP
and was fielded by the party
from Hisar after the Lok
sabha poll was announced—
resigned a5 MLAs.
Daultabad died following a
heart attack yvesterday.

The party now has the sup-

Former Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar and CM Nayab Singh Saini in Karnal. ALE PHOTO

WILL NEED 44 MLAs TO PROVE MAJORITY IN 87-MEMBER HOUSE

B While the BIP needs 45 MLAs to prove its majority in the
House of 828 MLAs, itwill require 44 MLAS to prove a majority in

the 8f-member House

B 5Sourcessaid Oppasition is gearing up for a fresh round of
“pressure” for a floor test with the BJP down from 43 to 42 fol-
lowing the death of Badshahpur MLA, whowas supporting it

port of one Independent
MLA, Nayan Pal Rawat, and
the sole MLA of the Harvana
Lokhit Party, Gopal Kanda.
On the other hand, the

Congress, with 30 MLAs,
has the support of three
Independent MLAs—Som-
bir Sangwan, Randhir
Singh Gollen and Dharam-

pal Gonder—who withdrew
support from the Saini gov-
ernment a fornight back
and extended support to the
Congress.

INLD MLA Abhay Singh
Chautala is also a part of the
Opposition presently, as is
Independent MLA Balra)
Eundu. It remains to be seen

which way they will swing if
a trust vote 15 held.

The JIP with 10 MLAs,
some of who have rebelled
against the leadership, has
also offered “outside” sup-
port to the Congress. The
“rebels” are either in touch
with the BJP or the Congress.

Inthiz Lok Sabha election,
JJP MLA Ram Kumar Gau-
tam praised PM Narendra
Modi and indirectly urged
his workers to extend sup-
port to the BJP in Hisar,
even though JIP leader and
former Depuy CM
Dushyant Chautala's moth-
er, Nama, was in the fray
from this seat.

Another JJP MLA, Devin-
der Simgh Babli's non-gov-
ernment organisation
announced its support to
Selj, the Congress candi-
date from Sirsa.

Though Babli maintained
that he remained a JJP MLA
till his term ended, he had
left the future course of
action open-ended.

While the BJP needed 45
MLAs to prove its majority
in the House of 88 MLAs, it
will require 44 MLAs to
prove a majority in the 87-
member House,

may push for floor test again

BAVINDER SAINI

THIHERNE NEWSS ERTCE

ROHTAK, MAY 26

The lowerthan-expected
turnout in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the Bohtak padiamen-
tary constituency has not only
forced leaders of various par-
ties to find out its impact on
their poll prospects, but also
kept political analysts busy in
discussing the trend and
assessing the ground reality
Herwever, leaders and support-
ers of both main parties — the
Congress and BIP— are claim-
mg victory of their candidates,

A total 28 candidates were in
the electoral battle here, but
fhere is a direct contest
between BJP's Arvind Shar-
ma and Congress's Deepender
Hooda The Bohtak padiamen-
tary constituency had recorded
65.69 per cent voter turnout in
the Lok Sabha poll, the voting
for which took place on Satur-
day. The tumout is nearly 5 per
cent lesser than the previous
dections held in 2019,

“The low voter tumout as
compared tothe previous elec-
tions will affect poll prospects
of both parties as the decline
has been equally recorded in

both rural and urban areas,
The Congress 1s strong among
voters in nural areas while the
BJP has a conswderable sup-
port base among urbanites.
The main issue for discussion
is that why are the elections
losing their charm among the
voters? Are they fed up of the
leaders or is there any other
reason for the low tumout?”
asked a political analyst.

A sempor Congress leader
saidl  the below-expected
tumout cleady favoured the
Conpress as the majonty of
electors who were fed up with
the BJP povernment had exer-
cised their franchise.

“Besides anti-incumbency,
farm and wrestlers' apitations,
unermnployment, inflation and
Apniveer Scheme  have
emergedas the majorissues in
the elections, hence keeping
in view these factors, it can be
easily ascertained that the low
turnout is against the BIP he
added. On the other hand,
Shamsher Kharak, a BJIP
leader, said it was a common
perception that low tumout
always went in favour of the
ruling party and high turnout
was considered against it

ANIL KAKKAR

SIRSA , MAY 26

The long and extensive
campaign for the Lok Sabha
elections came to an end
late Saturday evening. On
Sunday, the candidates who
had been active in the field
took the opportunity to rest
at home and held meetings
with their workers. Previ-
ously, the candidates would
start campaigning as early
as 6 am, but on Sunday, they
woke up late.

After nearly a month, thev
gat down to have breakfast
with their familes. BJP can-
didate Ashok Tanwar staved
at his residence in Sector 20.

Around 9 am, he had break-
fast with his family After-

I CANDIDATES UNWIND A DAY AFTER POLLING |
Enjoyed home meal
atter long, says Tanwar

wards, he held a meeting
with party workers to get
updates on the voting.
Ashok Tanwar expressed
gratitude to the wvoters of
Sirsa, party leaders and
workers, When asked about
fatigue from the long cam-
paign, Tanwar said, “When
one has passion for national
interest and are mentally
strong, fatigue doesn't
become an issue” He said
political temperatures were
running high and due to
intense campaignng, he
suffered a heat stroke two
days ago. Claiming victory
forthe BJPon all 10seats in
the state. he announced
that he would attend a BJP
meeting in Chandigarh on
May 27.

BJF's Ashok Tarwar offers sweets to party workers at his house |

the elections.

RaGa earned brownie points, says analyst

Rohtak: Addressing a rally in the Bhiwani-Mahendra-
garh Lok Sabha constituency recently, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi promised direct monetary benefits to the
women of poor families and unemployed youth, apart
from assuring farmers of waiving their loans and making
a law to guarantee the provision of minimum suppart
price (MSP). Rahul also promised to scrap the Agniveer
Schemeon coming to power. His announcements elicit-
ed a rousing response from the gathering. Political
observers say the credibility of the Congress leader has
improved considerably in the past few years. "People
have started to believe in Rahul. However, this was not
the casetill the 2015 General Election,” says Ranbir

CONTRIBUTED BY RAVINDER SAIML SUNIT DHAWAN, SHIV KUMAR SHARMA AND MUKESH TANDON

Naina-Sunaina
take adayoff

DEEPENDER DESWAL

HISAR, MAY 26

BJP candidate Ranjit Singh
visited the BJP office at
amund 1030 am for a meeting
and then arnved at the elec-
tion office for another medting
with key pall strategists,

He told The Tribune that he
was headng for Chandigarh
fora meeting with party candi-
dates in theevening. “The neadt
ocourseof action will be decided
after the meeting. I am not
tired and am ready for any task
the party gives me.” he said.
Congress  candidate  Jai
Prakash stayved at the resi
denceof his brother here today:
“I am not exhausted. Party
workers have been visiting me
gince moming,” he said.

Dinesh Sheomn, a Cone
gress leader from Narnaund,
said they made off-hand cal-
culations of the turnout in
different Hisar segments.

Chautala ‘bahus’ Naina
(JIP) and Sunaina (INLD)
have taken a break after the
long session of campaipning,
Party sources said Naina
refumed to Sirsa vesterday
and was hikely to return to His-
arin a few days for a meeting
with the party workers, saida
JJP leader. Sunaina. however,
remained ather rented acoom-
modation 1n Hisar today and
did not meet anvbody. She s
scheduled to hold a workers'
meeting in Hisar tormormow.,

Kadiyan, a political analyst.

Ambala voters relaxed, candidates anxious

Yamunanagar: After castingtheirvotesin the sisth phase
of the Lok Sabha elections on May 25, voters are now in a
relaxed mood in the state, The counting of vates will take
place anJune 4. Along with the candidates of the Lok Sabr
ha pall, the prospective candidates for the Assembly elec-
tions are also worried about the results of these elections.
Political observers say they are anxious as the results of the
Lok Sabha poll may impact the Assembly elections, which
will be held inthe state after a few months.

Congress factionalism comes to fore

Panipat:Factionalism in the Congress party is always at
its peak and it was also seen on the polling day in Pani-
pat. The booth management by the Con gress has
become the talk of the town. Several leaders were on the
stage of Privanka Gandhi's rally in Panipat. The poor
management at several polling stations came to light
after no one was found sitting at the Congress counters.
A party leader attributed the poor management at the
polling stations to inefficient organisation by party lead-

ars in the state.

PHOTO: VARUN GULATI
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Meham MLA remained ‘silent’ during LS poll

Rohtak: Meham Independent MLA Balra] Kundu, who has
attacked the BIP government many a time in the paston
different issues, remained inactive throughout the Lok
Sabha poll. Kundu neither campaigned for any party/can-
didate inthe Rohtak parliamentary constituency nor did he
give any message to his supporters here. Since the Assem-
bly elections are merely five months away, it seems that he
I5in no mood to take any step which might affect his plan
for the Assembly poll. Hence, he chose to remain "silent” in
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Congress nominee Trilochan Singh with party workers.

Trilochan; Met workers,
thanked them for eftorts

THIH SE SEWS SLIN KE

EARNAL, MAY 26

Days after hectic campaign-
ing ard elections for the Kar-
nal Lok Sabha and Assembly
sepment, candidates pot a
moment of respite and held
meetings with party workers
to take stock of the situation.

Throughout the day, candi-
dates and their teams
analysed data. pauged public
sentiment and appreaated
the efforts of party workers
and supporters.

Former Chief Minister and
BJP candidate Manohar Lal
Ehattar sat with workers at
the party's distriet office
here to assess the poll out-
comes by gathering feedback

and analysing the voting pat-
terns. He expressed satisfac-
tion with the campaign's
progress and remained confi-
dent about his victory.

Congress candidate
Divvanshu Budhiraja also
held meetings with party
workers and visited the
gstrongroom to check the
security arrangements.

He thanked people of
Karnal and Panipat for
their support, claming,
“People of Karnal have tak-
en steps to remove Khattar
and Saini from Karnal”
Congress candidate for the
Karnal bypoll, Trilochan
Singh, held meetings with
his party workers and
thanked them.

Haryana soldier,

20 others die of
‘heat stroke in Rsthan

SUMEDHA SHARMA
GURUGRAM, MAY 26

At least 21 people, including
a soldier hailing from
Harvana, died of suspected
heat stroke in Rajasthan in
the past two days. Sandeep
Kumar, who was posted in
Bikaner, died at the Maha-
jan field firing range.

With temperatures touch-
ing 49°C in Rajasthan, the
authorities have ssued an
advisory to all residents to
gtay Indoors and take
appropriate measures and
keep hydrated. Tourists
have been advised to avoid
travelling to the state.

The mercury surged to 49°C
in Rajasthan's Phalodi, the
highest temperature record-
ed in the country this year
Eirori Lal Meena,
Rajasthan's Minister of Dis-
aster DManapement and
Rehef, zaid his govemment
would provide a “relief pack-
age” to all victims. “State res-
wlents have been asked to fol-
lowr SOP in case of heatwave,
People should not venture out
during noon and afternoon
and should stay hydrated.

Senior citizens and chil-
dren need extra care amd
should remain ndoors
Tourists should abstain
from visiting areas record-

HEATWAVETO GO
ON TILL MAY 28

According to IMD, the
extreme heat will continue
in parts of Delhi, Rajasthan,
Punjaty, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, west Uttar Pradesh
and west Madhya Pradesh
until May 28.

ing high temperatures,”
said an advisory issued by
the povernment.

The state has seen cancella-
tion of around 50 per cent of
bookings. Official data shows
that at least 23 places in Pun-
jab, Harvana, HRajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and
Madhva Pradesh recorded
maxamum temperatures of
457C or above yvesterday.

According to IMD, the
extreme heat wall continue
in parts of Delhi, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, west Uttar Pradesh
and west Madhva Pradesh
until May 28. It has suggest-
ed “extreme care” for vul-
nerable people.

Meanwhile, over 300 bats
have died suddenly at
Menar village of Udaipur
district, raising concerns.
According to the Forest and
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment, prima facie the reason
appears to be heat stroke.

Fivekilled in
road mishap
in Hisar
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
HISAR, MAY 26

Five persons were killed
while three others suffered
serious injuries after the
SUV they were travelling in
fell into a deep roadside
nullah and overturned on a
bypass road in Hisar town
today.

The victims, who
belonged to same family
from Sirsa and Bhatinda
districts, were on their way

to Hansi when the accident
took place.

The SUV overturned,
fell into nullah

The deceased have been
identified as Satpal, Rawvi
Singh, Gagar Singh, his
wife Madhu and his brother
Ranjit Singh.

Three others, meluding
Tarsem Singh, his wife Gee-
tu and another woman Dim-
ple suffered serious mjuries.
They have been admitted to
a private hospital in Hisar,
Arcording to information,
the acadent occurred when
the driver of the SUV took a
sharp turn in an attempt to
avoid a collision with a truck
near a turn in Sector 2Tona
bypass road here.

The police rushed to the
spot and took the victims to
the hospital with the help of
some locals.

27 yrs & 50 judges later, petitioner gets justice

HC slams sugar corpn for harassing employee, imposes 2L costs

SAURABH MALK
THIHUEE SHYS SEWKCH
CHANDIGARH, MAY26
It is justice at last for Ramesh
Chand Sharma. More than 27
vears after his servicesas asen-
r trining and development
officer were terminated, a Dinvi-
zion Bench of the Punjab and
Harvana High Court has
rapped the Indian Sugar and
General Enpineering Corpora
tion for harassing him while
mmposing Rs 2 lakdh costs onit.
The diection came as the
Bench of Acting Cheef Justce
Gummedt Singh Sandhawalia
and Justice Lapita Bane dis-
missed the corporation’sappe:al
against the “wellreasoned
omder of a Single Judge” direct-
ing the petitioner to be deemed
to be renstated in service from
the date of his termination
“Duetothe capricious actand
conduct on the part of the
appellants in harassing a poor

.

FRIVOLOUS LITIGATION

®®&Due to the capricious act and conduct on the
part of the appellants in harassing a poor employee
for no fault of his own 1996 onwards and embroiling
him in fivolous/unnecessary litigation, and wasting
precious judicial time, this court dismisses the
appeal with costs assessed at T2 lakh to be paid to
the respondentemployee within two months. HC Bench

employvee for nofault ofhis own
1996 onwands and embroiling
him mn frivolous'unnecessary
litigation, and wasting precious
Jjudicialtime, this court dismiss-
es the appeal with costs
assessed at Bs 2 lakh o be paid
to the respondent-emplovee
within two months.” the Bench
asserted.

Sharma's plea was admitted
on September 30, 1998, with a
direction “to be heamd in the
week commencng January 18,
1999”7, The case moved from

oneoourt o ancther and passed
though the hands of almost 50
judges before being eventually
listed before the Single Bench
of Justice Jaishree Thakour
Taking up the matter, Justice
Thakur observed that the peti-
tioner joined the corporation in
1981 as a labour welfare officer
(LWO) before being given the
additional charge of safety offi-
cer vide a letter dated June 13,
1995, He was also made train-
ing and safety officer vide an
office order dated June 19,

1995. The: post was subsequent-
by re-desipnated as senior train-
ing and development officer
and another person was frans-
ferred as LWO wvide an office
omder dated October 19, 1995.
Subsequently, he was handed
overa termination letter

His appeal was rejected on
the ground that he accepted
the training officer's post in
vinlation of the Punjab Welfare
Officers Recruitment and Cone-
ditions Service Rules 1053,
which did not permit a welfare
officer to perform any other
duty or hold any other post
without the government's pri-
Or PETMISSKIN.

The Bench asserted that the
appellants not anlyviolated the
statutory rules while terminat-
ing his service, but also the
Punjab Welfare Officer Recruit-
ment and Conditions of Ser-
vite Rules, 1952 by imposing
additional duties on the LWO,

o
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KHANNA /PATIALA, MAY 26
Privanka Gandha today kick-
gtarted her Punjab campaign
by addressing the Nyay
Sankalp rally at the new
grain market in Khanna. The
Congress general secretary,
Privanka campaigned in
favour of Fatehpgarh Sahib
candidate Dr Amar Singh.

Aftired in a Punjabi suit,
Privanka greeted the erowd
with “Wahegurnu ji ka Khalsa,
Wahepuru 5 ki fateh. Sat Sri
Akal saareya nu”. The erowd
was 1n awe of Pnvanka's
chansma and evervone stood
up from thewr chairs to catch
her ghmpse.

Lashing out at the BJP she
said, “It does not understand
the jarba (spirt) and emo-
tions of Pungabis. Today I am
standing on the land of the
Gurus, which is also known as
the land of martyrs, and I am
the daughter and pgrand-

Privanka Gandhiwith senior Congress leaders in Khanna on Sunday. HMansHU MaHa

daughter of a martyr. PM

ty selfsufficent with their

one who guands the nation at

Modi has never respected sweatand blood. Theonewho  the border is also a farmer's
farmers, who made the coun-  gves us food s a farmer and  son”, she said.

She said the scenario in the
country had changed for the
Iast 10 wears and it had
become difficult forfarmersto
survive, The GST had been
mposed but the MSP as
promised, had not been given
to fammers by the government.

Attacking Modi, she said,
“Satta ke live kuch bhi kar
dalenge Modi ji” and it had
come to lhmelight during
farmers’ protest. “He did not
care when they were dying
and we last 700 farmers in
the yvear-long protest. It is
just before the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections that he
repealed the three farm Laws.
This shows how he can do
anything to remain in power
but cares not even a bit for
them,” she said.

Modi had only burdened
farmers with the GST while
MSP remained only on
papers, Not only Punjab
farmers, but also apple
ETOwWers of  Himachal

Pradesh had been severely
affected by Modi's policies
of favouring corporate hous-
e5, she added.

Privanka pmomised the
MSE crmop damage compen-
sation within one month and
GST warver on agncultural
equipment if the Congress
came to power and said, “Tt's
time to show Modi the door
who can do anything to
remain in power. This is the
time to choose the one who
holds farmers and their sacri-
fices as supreme.”

She blamed the Modi-led
Central Government for
ignoring  serious  issues of
women and doing nothing to
ensure their developmentand
social security,. At the '‘Naari
Nyvay Sammelan’ event at a
bangquet hallin Patiala in sup-
port of Congress candidate Dr
Dharmavirm Gandhi, Privan-
ka highlighted how the BJP
regime had let down women
and ignored their issues.

Pak drone flies 10 km inside Indian territory

THIHIESE NEWS SERVICE

DHARIWAL (GURDASPUR) , MAY 26
A Pakistani drone flew into
India at the dead of night,
dropped an 11 kg consign-
ment of high-purity hemin
and instead of flying back, it
travelled 10 km deep into
Indianterritory, leaving secu-
rity officers flummoxed.

Normally, state and not-state
Pakistani actors send drones
carrying payloads of contra-
band. and in some cases ams
and ammunition, which drop
consipnments in and around
villages located near the Inter-
national Border (IB)} before
returning. Security officers
admit that this was perhaps
the first time that a drone
from Pakistan has travelled so
deep into Indian terrain.

This being election time,
top government and opposi
tion leaders have been visit-
ing Gumdaspur distnet that
has pamned infamy for the
dronedrug disturbance. On
May 24, PM Narendra Modi
addressed a rally in Dinana-
garin the district.

senioroficers aremaintain-
Ing a stoic silence. “We can't
reveal much at this stage.

Midmght crash near Tdh". mdi ‘ﬂrl«. '-.«ﬂldgc

Two drone-dropped packets seized by the BSF on Sunday.

Investigations are still on.
However, we admit that the
distance to which the drone
made its way is really alarm-
mg."” said an officer engaged
i the search operation.

Officers, however, admit-
ted that as drone technolo-
gy becomes cheaper with
every passing day and is
more accessible to acquire,
the problem is accelerating
fast. Normally, the drones
seized by the BSF have
‘Made-in-China' markings
on them.

Today's incident has come
as a massive setback to the

security agencdes fighting the
drone-drug menace.

Ataround 130 am, BSF per-
sonnel of 27th Battalion man-
ning the Chandu Wad ala Bor-
der Outpost heard some
unusual nose, They fired at
the drone that instead of fly-
ing back into Pakistani tern-
tory started flying in the
opposite direction,

Finally, it erashed near Tal-
wandi Virk village near Dhari-
wal township, 10 km from
where it dropped its consign-
ment. “In all probability, it fell
down after its battervy pot
exhausted,” said an officer

Officers sad the precse
quantity of heroin dropped
by the drone was 10.760 kg
packed into two vellow
coloured nylon packets.

Normally, the  heroin
pushed into India by Pak-
istan 18 of very high quality
because i comes from
Afghanistan, a country
known for produang hercin
of the highest standards.

The police sad they wene
investigating the ncident.
Sources, however, point outto
the fact that 1t was rare that
the cops lay hands on the
drugs’ actual recpents.
Heroin packets droppedinvil-
lapes near the IB are taken to
a safe place by local carrwers’.
These carners then pass on
the packets to a person, or per-
sons, who have their faces cov-
ered and carry no mobiles for
fear of being detected. This
operation 15 usually carried
out in small townships, just
near from where the ship-
mentis dropped by dmnes,

The cops often nab the car-
ners, but it is here where their
investigations and trail ends.
This isbecause the carriersdo
not know the identity of the
person to whom they had

State results will stun people: PM

ApiTiTANDON

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

Less than a week to po for
the voting in Punjab, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, m
an exclusive interview to
The Tribune on Sunday,
gaid the results in the state
would stun everyone and
declared that his govern-
ment was willing to go one
step ahead for farmers.

Describing The Tribune
question on ongoing farm
protests along the border
of Punjab and Haryvana as
*very important”, the PM
gaid having increased the
value and volume of crops
under the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) regime in
10 yvears of the NDA rule,
his government was “will-
ing to go one step ahead
for farmers”.

“We want the willing
farmers to embrace crop
diversification and are
ready to give them the nec-
essary monetary and poliey
security cover. Also, crop
diversification 15 an i1dea
which has been supported
by other parties too in the
past. They have back-
tracked on it for political
reasons, but the cost of pol-
itics should be something
other than the future of
farmers in Punjab and
Harvana. The MSP is not
going anywhere,” the PM
assured the farmers. who
have been preventing BJP
candidates from campaign-
ing in the state.

On the Punjab election
scenario, the PM said, “The
results and the mood of the

AAP ‘URBAN NAXALS'

PM Modi accuses the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment in the state of
“mirraring the ideology of
urban naxals”. Peopleare
waorried that this mindset
can again take the state
down “the wrong path".

ON PACT WITH SAD

The decision to part ways
with SAD was “wel|
thought out”. Many Akalis
had expressed despair
over the state of affairs in
the party to me. Those
who think of the progress
af Punjab tried to refarm
SAD, but failed.

people of Punjab will stun
evervone,”

“The results will stun you
but remember, 1 told vou
first that the BJP is rising
steadily in Punjab,” Modi
said. Asked to share his
assessment of polls in the
state, wherethe BJP was, in
a first, contesting alone
after severing ties with the
erstwhile ally Shiromani
Akali Dal (3AD), the PM
said, “Excellent.”

He said the decision to
part ways with SAD was
“well thought out” and
revealed that many Akali
workers had expressed
their despair over the
state of affairs in the party
to him.

“Those who think of the
progress of Punjab tried to
reform SAD but ther efforts
failed. It was not possible for
our party to remain sient

while the people were
unhappy... We took this deci
sion {(of separation from
SAD) after much thought.”
said PM Modi.

SAD and the BJP first
allied for the Punjab
Assembly poll in 1997, The
alliance ended after SAD
walked out of the NDA in
september 2020, protesting
the farm laws which were
later withdrawn.

Importantly, the PM
made a clear distinetion
between the current SAD
leadership and the party's
late patriarch Parkash
Singh Badal, saying “Badal
Sahib’s electoral loss in the
2022 Punjab elections was
the first development in a
series that disappointed
Akali workers."”

Recalling his association
with the late Badal. Modi
gsald as Gujarat CM, he
would invite the late Akali
stalwart to all events relat-
ed to agriculture. “Like in
all other things, DBadal
Sahib’s insights on agricul-
ture helped me immense-
lv," said PM Modi

“People are worried and
feel it is only the BJP which
can not only save Punjab,
but also put it firmly on the
path of peace, progress and
prosperity,” he said, hailing
the role of Sikhs in nation
building.

He accused the AAP gov-

ernment in the state of
“mirroring the ideology of

urban naxals” and said peo-
ple of Punjab were worried
that this mindset could
again take the state down
“the wrong path”.

People looking for
change: Tharoor

NEHA SAINI

THIHIENE NEWS SENVICH

AMRITSAR, MAY 26

In this election season full of
speeches, Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor refmined
from giving one as he cam-
paigned for Gurjeet Singh
Aujla in Amritsar

Instead, he shared a poem.
“Since, I am m Punmjab I
won't say ‘sab change si’ or
what not, because things are
not-sochanga. We are wit-
nessing disturbing trends
our country as democracy is
being diluted gradually, Over
the last few years, the coun-
trv has not seen Hindutva
grow, instead Moditva grow,
where we see the picture of
the PM on rice bags, his life-
size cut-outs at railway sta-
tions placed for a selfie and
even on Covid-vaccine cer-
tificates. This has now
become truly embarrassing.
People are looking for a
change,” he said.

While addressing the issues
of trade and industry in Amrit-
gar, Thamor said if the INDIA
Hoce wins, several trade poli-
ces and projects would be
reconsidered “Wewill ensure
that vour concems are heard
and promises fulfilied. We
had done that during Dr
Manmohan Singh's govern-
ment and wewill do it now as
well,” added Tharoor.

Replying to a question on
who would be the PM in case
the INDIA bloc wins, Tha-
roor said, “The decision on
PM candidate will be taken
unanimously. We are a presi-
dential party that runs on
parbamentary system.”

passed the heroin packets,

Had the BSF and police not
seized today's shipment, in
all probability it would have
travelled bevond the borders
of Gurdaspur into other cities
consequently destroying the
lives and hvelihoods of hun-
dreds of youth. There was
also the possibity of the
drug being consumed by
youngsters in Guidaspur and
nearby cities.

In the Gurdaspur parlia-
mentary seat, the drone-drug
1ssue has taken center-stape
in the run up to the General
Election, Ex-Dv CM and Con-
gress candidate Sukhjinder
singh Randhawa has pone
on record as saying that when
he was the Home Minister he
had called a meeting of all
security agencies, inchiding
Punjab Police,

“Officers told me that
developing an anti-drone
system was an expensive
proposition. Until an anti-
dote to the dronesis found, it
will be difficult to eradicate
the menace. I will approach
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
for help, once I become an
ME" he said.

5youths nabbed
with 5 kgheroin

Our CORRESPONDENT

FAZILEA, MAY 26

Five vouths formed a cartelin
February this vear, contacted
drug smugglers and finally
fell into the police net.

Baljinder Singh, alias
Lovely, Sukhchain Singh,
alias Lucky and Solav
singh, all residents of Peer
Ee Uttar village; Gurcharan
Singh, alias Milkha of Swah
Wala willage and Kirandeep
singh of Badal Ke wvillage
are aged between 19 and 21
vears, They came in contact
with one another at a stadi-
um in Jalalabad.

They came mn contact with
Kamaldeep Singh (32) of
Kapurthala district, who was
facing two cases under the
NDPS Act. Thev also invoheed
one Daljit Singh (23) of border
village Mahatam Nagar in
Fazlka into the gang.

Fazilka 33P Pragya Jain,
addressing a press confer-
ence today, said all seven
accused were arrested by the
police. The Jalalabad police
along with BSF personnel
rided the house of Baljinder
and nabbed all accused.

PM anti—farmer, ousthim: Priyanka Mann-edgovtnot

tolastlong: Shah

NITIN JAIN

LUDHIANA, MAY 26

Union Home Minister and
senior BJP leader Amit
shah today termed the CM
Bhagwant Mann-led AAP
government as  “jhola
chhaap sarkar”, which he
sail would not last long
after the Lok Sabha poll.

Addressing a rally in
favour of the BJP's Ludhi-
ana nominee, Ravneet Bit-
tu, Shah said, *I fail to
understand 1f Mann is
Arvind EKejriwal's pilot or
Pumjab’'s CM. Wherever
Eejriwal goes, Mann accom-
panies him." He lauded
Mann for not accompanying
Eejriwal to jail

He said the Punjab Gov-
ernment had used photos of
Mann and Kejriwal on bags
to deliver ration supplied by
the Modi government.
“Instead of spending mon-
ey on bags, they should
have contributed in increas-
mmg the quantity of the
ration,” he suggested, while
reasoning why he called it a
“jhola chhaap sarkar”.

The Home Minister said
Eejriwal would head to jail
on June 2 and Modi would
return as the PM following
which the AAP government
in Punjab would crumble
under its own weight.

ComelJune®,
Rahul will leave
country: HM

LUDHIANA, MAY 26

“The counting of votes will
conclude on June 4 and on
June 6, Rahul Gandhi wall
leave for Thailand. While
Rahul is known for his fre-
guent vacations, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Mod: had
spent Diwali on the border
with soldiers, showing his
commitment withouttaking
a single day off during his
23-year public service so
far” Home Minister Amit
Shah said in an exclusive
chat with The Tribune here
on Sunday:

Shah said AAP and the
Congress governments had
betraved Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh for not
paying Rs 1,000 and Rs 1,500
per month to every woman,
which they had promised
before the poll.

“In the pursut of AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal's
interests, Chief DMinister
Bhagwant Mann has turned
Pumjab the party's ATM.
The AAP 15 using the hard-
earned money of the people
for fighting court cases of
Kejriwal and elections.” he
said. — TNS
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MAN USES WEDDING INVITETO PROTEST EVMs

Latur: Aman from Maharashtra's Latur district has expressed his opposition tothe use
of Blectronic Voting Machines (EVME) through his wedding invite. The wedding invitation
cand of Deepak Kamble, a resident of Ajansonda (Khurd) in Chakur tehsil, camries the
message "Ban EVM; Save Democracy”. Kambile, whosewedding i scheduled in Latur
cityon June 8, said several people want the EC to revert toballot papers.

dictator, says Kejnwal in Punjab

ANIRUDH GUPTA/ SUKHMEET
BHASIN/APARNA BANERJI
FERDZEPURS JALANDHAR
BATHINDA, MAY 26
Drawing parallels o fhis amrest
with that of Imran Ehan in
Pakistan, Aam Aadmi Party
{AAP) supremo Arvind Kejn-
wal today said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
turned into a dictator

Kejriwal, who was here to
addressthe “vyapari milni' in
Ferrepur, compared Modi to
“what Sheakh Hasina did in
Bangladesh and Viadimir
Putin in Russia, They either
put the leaders in jail or got
them killed. Semior AAP lead-
ers and former Jharkchand
CM Hemant Soren have been
put in jail. This is because he
fears losing the elections.”

While addressing the con-
cerns of loeal traders, Keqriwal
said that since Punjab is a
landlocked state, there i1s a
dependence on the Centre for
various ssues, but the BIP
regime was not at all helpful
*We wanted to bnng coal from
Odisha state-owned mines to
generate power in thethermal
plants. But the Centre asked
us to bnng the coal via 5n
Lanka and Gujarat to Punjab.
Chief DMmister Bhapwant
Mann had to fight with the
Centre to allow coal trans-
portation through rail route,”
he said.

Kejriwal said during the

Farmersupset
over raidsahead

of Shah's visit

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHAN DIGARH, MAY 26

Farmer unions are up in
arms over the raids by cen-
tral agencies on their lead-
ers in the wee hours today,
ahead of the visit of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
in Ludhiana.

Leaders of the Kirti Kisan
Union and BEU (Ekta Ugra-
han) have condemned the
search operations cond ucted
at the residence of Kirti
Kisan Union (KEU) presi
dent Nirbhay Singh Dhudike
by sleuths of the central
apenaes this morning. The
operation was conducted in
antidpation of a protest
planned for Sunday evening
by farm unions under the
SEM in Ludhiana.

Till Tam alive, nobody can dare end reserv:
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Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal holds a roadshow in favour of AAP candidate Raj Kumar Chabbewal in Hoshiarpur on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

past two years, investment
worth Rs 56,000 crore had
come to Punjab. Earlier, busi-
nessmenwere moving to oth-
er states mehuding UPR
Himachal and DMadhya
Pradesh but now, piants like
Tata Steel and corporates
from Germany and Nether-
lands are setting up their
units in the state,

Kejriwal — during a road-
show i support of the party
candidate Gurmeet Singh
EKhuddianin Bathinda -said,
“¥You people remember two

vears back when farmers
went to Delhi, they were not
given entry by installing iron
nails and bulldorers. Kya
Dill: ke baap ki hai? Is
baaresn batan dabana Modi
ko bhaga dena” (Does Dethi
belongs to their father? Thas
time, press such a button
that will send Modi away).
He also alleged that Es 8,500
crore of Punjab has been
blocked by the Modi govern-
ment with which rural roads
and other welfare works was
to be done, This shows Modi's

dictatorial attitude.
Meanwhile at Hoshiarpur,
Kejriwal — in a roadshow in
support of party candidate
Dr Raj Kumar Chabbewal -
declared: *Till 1 am alive,
nobody can dare to end
reservation given by the
Constitution.” He said, *This
15 an election toend dictator-
ship and save democracy.
During the farmers' move-
ment 1in 2020, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi did not
allow the farmers of Punjab
to enter Delhi. In this elec-

tion, vou take revenge from
Narendra Modi"

He alleged that the PM was
being projected as God incar-
nate. “Some days ago, BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
gsaid ‘Bhapgwan Jagannath
Modi 3i ke bhakt hain' (Lord
Jagannath 15 a devotee of
Modi). Modi also said in a
recent interview Main Bhag-
wan ka avatar hoon' {(Iam an
avatar of God.). In some days,
they will remove God's idol
from the temple and put
Modi's idol.” he said.

Tejashwi INDIAs lone ranger in Bihar

NDA deploys a posse of leaders, including Modi, for campaigning

AKSHEEV THAKUR

NEW DNELHI, MAY 206

Former Bihar Deputy CM and
RID leader Tejashwi Yadaw,
who 18 on painkillers, has
emerged as the lone star cam-
paigner for INDIA bloe candi-
dates during the ongoing Lok
Sabha polls in Bihar,

Besides RID nominees,
Congress candidates depend
heavily on Tejashwi for can-
vassing for them m the
absence ofthe Gandhis (Rahul
and Privanka).

The NDA has deploved a
posse of leaders, including PM
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
UP CM ¥og Adityvanath and
Bihar counterpart Nitish
EKumar, forcampaigning in the
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RID leader Tejashwi Yadav during an election rally in Saran. FiLE

state. While Modi has visited
Bihar seven imes and held 13
poll rallies, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has attended
Just one. Privanka is vet to vis-
it the state for campalpning.
Thejashwi has addressed
maore than 200 poll meetings in
Bihar during the Lok Sabha

election. Of the 40 Lok Sabha
seats in Bihar, the RID 1s con-
testing on 24, Congress on
nine, the Left on five and
Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP)
on ban seats,

Lok Sabha polls in the state
are stretched acmss the seven
phases, In the first week of

May. Tejashwi deveoped back
pain and was advised bed rest
by doctors.

An RJID leader said: “RJD
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav
can't campaign as he i
unwell, Tejashwi can't take a
break as there is no other
(prominent) face represent-
ing the INDIA bloe in Bihar.
Rahul Gandhihas visited the
state only once. Left leaders
have also come, but the
crowd swells in this swelter-
ing heat only when Tejashwi
comes. He addresses 7-8 ral-
lies everyday.” Congress Lok
Sabha candidate for Patna
Sahib seat Anshul Awvijit was
hopeful that Rahul and
Privanka would campaipn
for him. Patna Sahib seat
goes to the polls on June 1.

INDIAVOTES 42024

BJP CANDIDATE HELD FOR VANDALISING EVM

Bhubaneswar: A BIP candidate was arrested inOdisha’s Khurda for allegedlywandal ising
an EWM as he had to wait inqueue for longto cast his vole because the machine
malfunctioned, officials said on Sunday. Prashant lagdey, the BIP MLA of Chilika, has
been fielded this time from the Khorda Assembly segment. The incident happened on
Saturday at booth 114 in Bolagad block's KaunnpatnainBegunia Assembly.

Fearing loss, Modi behaving |

0f20151urk1'n

RucHIkAa M KHANNA
BARGART/ BUR] JAWA HARS INGH -
WALA/ BEHBAL KALAN, MAY 26
The “not so new flyover” just
before Kotkapura town, that
leads towards Bathinda,
takes one to these three vil-
lages in Faridkot Lok Sabha
constituency  which have

changed the course of Punjab
politics forever
The stealing of Guru

Granth Sahib from the gurd-
wara in Bung Jawahar Singh
Wala onJune 1, 2015; the scat-
tering of its ‘ang’ nearly four
maonths later at Bargari; and
the firing on those who were
protesting against the sacri-
lege, leading to two deaths at
Behbal Kalan, proved to be
the bigpest undoing for the
grand old party of Punjab —
Shiromani Akal Dal.

In every election held since
then — be it a state election or
the General Election — Akali
Dal has been tottering,

Nine years down the line,
politicians from across the
political spectrum have all
plaved thewr politics around
these sacrilege incidents, but
Justice 15 stll elusive.

“Politicians from all three
parties — SAD, Congress and
AAP — know how they have
failed us on this very emotive
issue, It is their collective
faihire that has prevented
them from raking up the sac-
rilege 155ue during this elec-
tion,” says Sohan Singh Gan-
dara, a former panch, and
Balbir Singh, a retired junior
engineer, both residents of
Bargan village.

“Bince our disappointment
with the politicians is known,
they now only speak about
therr development agenda for
Firidkot,” adds Parminder
Kaur, who runs a small daily
needs shop m front of the
purdwara in Burj Jawahar
singh Wala from where the
‘bir’ was stolen. “Did vou see
the fields when vou came to
the village? They are covensd
with ashes of burnt stubble
and water 15 lving in the
fields. That 15 exactly how
residents here are... angry
and burnt, many with scars
left by extreme police torture,
but calm now with time pass-
ing by,"” she says, explaining
how many in the village, ini-
tially suspected of stealing
the ‘bir' and subjected to
police torture, still find it dif-
ficult to perform their tasks
because of the physical pain
that has limpered on till now:

In these three -wllages,
though elections bring out
the politicians in droves, the

Che Cribune
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WILL DEDICATE VICTORY TO KARUNANIDHI: STALIN

Chennai: Tamil Nadu CM and DMK chief MK Stalin on Sunday said his party
would dedicate the INDIA bloc's victory in Lok Sabha polls to late party patriarch
M Karunanidhi and celebrate his centenary on June 3 at the national level. When
democracy faced crisis, “leaders from Morth India looked up to Karunanidhi™ and it
was his “stellar contributions” that ensured the retrieval of democracy, he said.

ke InFaridkot,sacrilege cases
the shadow
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— & Poliicians fromall
* three key parties— SAD,
* Congress and AAP —

know how they have

- failed us on this very
emotive issue. Itis their

collective failure that has

prevented themfrom

raking up the sacrilege

issue during these

' elections. Residents of Bargar

residents say that with the
cases remaining unsolved
and accused roaming about
freely (some after getting
bail}), theyv are unable to get
much-needed closure and
move on. Though not part of
the political campaign this
time, the sacrilege ssue still
lurks in the shadows,

At Bum Jawahar Singh
Wala, amidst calls made on
the public address system at
the gurdwara for getting the
MNREGA accounts opened,
Granthi Gora Singh of the
Burn Jawahammghwala vil-
lage gurdwara, from where
the ‘bir' was stolen. and his
wife Swarangit Kaur told The
Tribune that now politicians
from all parties have started
coming to the village to seek
mandate for the LS elections.

“Most of them are careful
about not raising the issue.
But someone or the other
from the village do question
them about justice not being
delivered. Both of us were
brutally tortured by the
police as part of their mvest-
gation though evervone in
the village knew who the real
culprits were. For vears,
politicians of all hues have
assured us of justice, but
none delivered. Every time
the 1ssue 15 raised, my wife
gets panic attacks thinking
about that time. The culprits
are roaming freely while we

underwent torture,” he says
rather bitterhy.

Posters of all four main can-
didates in fray — Karamjit
Anmol of AAP Rajwinder
Singh of SAD, Hans Raj Hans
of BJP and Amanit EKaur
Sahoke of Congress are past-
ed on every available wall on
the main ‘phirm’ ofthese vil-
lages. Interestingly, it 1s here,
n these villages, where Pan-
thie sentiments run high, that
the voters have found a new
hope in Sarabjit Singh Khal-
g1, son of Indira Gandhi
assassin Beant Singh,

“He is our new hope,” says
Binder Singh, a resident of
Behbal Kalan, while Manjit
Kaur nods in agreement,
explaining how his election
programme got the maa-
mum attention, and how he 15
perceived as one of them —
“a sufferer of the system”.

While the morcha led by
the familyvof Bhagwan Singh
— one of the Sikhs killed 1n
police firing at Behbal Kalan
— to seek justice for the ina-
dent, having been long hifted
and these villages now sport-
mg fast food outlets like
sSnakkers, beauty parlours,
an interlocking tile umt and
even a Bargari Gold Gur
unit, showing that life has
moved on, one only hopes for
dosure for the villagers
directly affected by the inci-
dents nine vears ago.

Anandpur Sahib voters yet to make up mind in multi-cornered contest

RAJMEET SINGH
ANANDP UR SAHIE, MAY 26
At a nondescript mamiage
palace near the Chambkaur
Sahib-Bela road, Dr Subhash
sharma — a Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)
old-timer and former
‘pracharak’ and now BJP's
candidate from Anandpur
Sahib constituency — greets
a small gathering of support-
ers with Sikh battle oy “Jo
Bhole So Nihal Sat Sri Akal”™
as he accepts a “siropa’ (robe
of honour) from Sikh leaders.
Kept at bay by a strong
posse of policernen outside
the marriage palace, a group
of farmers from Bharativa
EKisan TUnion (Lakhowal)
raise the same battle ery, only
to mepgister their protest
against the saffron party.
Not far away — at Daher-
pur village in Nurpur Bedi,
separated by adistanceof 45
km from Chamkaur Sahib
— Congress candidate Vijay

Inder Singla, a Hindu leader
hailing from Aggarwal busi-
ness community, finds
instant connect with vil-
lagers as he says “Jo Bhole
S0 Nihal Sat Sri Akal”. Tra-
versing through villages in
Nurpur Bedi that lie nestled
on the ed ge of Shivalik Hills,
the former MP from San-
grur, calls Congress the ‘asli
rakha' (real saviour) of
farmers. He also ropes in his
father Sant Ram Singla's
closeness to former Presi-
dent (ziand Zail Singh to con-
nect to the voters.

Challenged by AAP candi-
date, Malwinder Singh Kang,
two-time president of Punjab
University Students Council,
and an old timer and former
Anandpur Sahib MP and
SAD candudate, Prof Prem
singh Chandumajra, Dr
Sharma and Singla use every
tool in their arsenal to wash
their outsider tag and win the
confidence of the Sikh voters
in the area.

AAP nominee from Anandpur Sahib seat Malwinder Kang {left); and BJP candidate Dr Subhash Sharma during their poll campaign.

KEY SITE IN SIKH
HISTORY

B Anandpur Sahib parliamerr

tarysegment is hometo
Takht 5ri Kesgarh Sahib, one
ofthe five Takhts in Sikhism

B The two battles of Chamkaur

Sahibwere fought here
between the Mughals and
Guru Gobind Singh

| ®Twosonsof Guru Gohbind

Singh — Baba Ajit Singh and
Baba Jujhar Singh — died in
the battle there

As the candidates make
every effort to pull the vot-
ers out of their homes in
the sweltening heat. the
political frenzy among the
voters seems to be missing,
if one goes by their partici-
pation in rallies and little
presence of posters and
hoardings of the candidates
in the rural hinterland.

Eeeping cards close to his
heart, 60 vear-old farmer of

Bardian Chalain village in
Chamkaur Sahib, Kesar
Singh, sums up saying that
people are still to make up
their mind. “We have sup-
porters of Akalis and Con-
gress here,” he quips.

In Nurpur Bedi, Pradeep
Sharma, a chemist, 15 busy
discussing the winning
prospects of candidates in
the  constituency — He
retorts, “This time, candi-

dates of BJP and AAP have
made the contest interest-
ing”, as he seems to be in
favour of the saffron party.

Stretching from heavily
urbanised Mohali to histor-
ical shrines in Chamkaur
Sahib and Anandpur Sahib,
the constituency has
modernity and history as
the two ends of the spec-
trum in this south-eastern
corner of Punjab.

Oneofthe holiest places of
Sikhs, Anandpur Sahib par-
liamentary sepment 15 home
to Takht 5ri Kesgarh Sahib,
one of the five Takhts in
sikhism. The two battles of
Chamkaur were fought here
between the Mughals and
Guru Gobind Singh. Two
zsons of Guru Gobind Singh
— Baba Ajit Singh and Baba
Jujhar Singh — died in bat-
tle at Chamkaur.

Otherwise littered with sev-
eral crucal aspects of Sikh
history, the oonstituency
owing to its population pro-
file has a non-Panthiccharac-
ter, It is for this reason that
after being delineated from
Ropar in 2008, the Anandpur
Sahib Lok Sabha seat has
been a Congress citadel.

Considered a safe seat by
the Congress, the grand old
party has been fielding out-

gsiders from the constituency
and still managed to win the
seat twice in the three elec-
tions held in 2000, 2014 and
2019, Ravneet Bittu was elect-
ed in 2000 and Manish Tewari
in 2019. In 2014, serior Cone-
press leader Ambika Soni lost
to Prem Singh Chandumajm
of the SAD.

In BSP's stronghold
pockets, the predominant-
Iy backward constituency
has witnessed a direct
contest between the Con-
gress and SAD.

However, the political 1and-
scape chanpged with AAP
dlowly making inroads and
winning seven of the nine
seats in the 2022 Assembly
elections. Of the remamning
two, onewentto the BSP and
the remamning to the SAD.

With the SAD and BJP part-
ng ways and AAP having a
formidable electoral pres-
ence, the constituency 1s all
set to witness a multi-cor-
nered contest.
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BJP CAN'T DISLODGE TMC GOVT: MAMATA

Sonarpur (WB): West Bengal CM Mamata Baneree on Sundaysaid the BIP'saspiration
to overthrow the democratically elected TMC government after the Lok Sabha polls
would remain unfulfilled. Addressing arally in Jadavpur, Banerjeesaid the BIP's

PM, SHAH WORKED TO DEFEAT GADKARI: RAUT

Mumbai/Magpur: Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut on Sunday claimed that PM
Muodi, Home Minister Shah and Maharashtra Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavisworkad Tor
Nitin Gadkarn's defeat in the elections. “Maodi, Shah and Fadnavis worked for Gadkari's

NITISH'S ‘MODI AS CM’ FAUX PAS IN BIHAR

Patna: 1D{U) chief Nitish Kumar on Sunday wished another term as “Chief
Minister” for Narendra Modi, who had ruled Gujarat prior to becoming the Prime
Minister. The Bihar CM, who has of late been making news for goof-ups, made the

POLL

SNIPPETS

defeat in Nagpur. Fadnavis unwillingly joined the campaign for Gadkar when he realised
he couldn't be defeated,” he wrote in anarticle in his party's mouthpiece “Saamna”. r1i

speculationthat the days of the TMC government were numbered after the Lok Sabha
polls was akin toissuing a veiled threat but such ambitions would not materialise. pm

faux pas at an election rally onthe outskirts of Patna. “It & my wish that Marendra
Modi becomes a Chief Minister again (phir se mukhyamantri banein)," he said. Fm

Oppnwantstomake Hindus - [V]yist save Constitution, BJP wants

second-class citizens: Modi
Says jihadis across border foenﬂg duas for SP, O::ung

F:.KSHEE\"T[—]AKUR

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

Prime DMinister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
Conpress wanted to turn Hin-
dus into second-class citi-
zens., Addressing public
meetings in Uttar Pradesh,
he alleped that the INDI
albance was plinning to
rewrite the Constitution to
provide reservation on the
basis of relipion.

The PM also claimed that
*1ihadis” across the border
were supporting the coali-
tion of the Samapvadi Party
{(5P)and Congress and offer-
ing duas {prayers) for their
success. Addressing a public
meeting in Mirzapur, he
gaid: *Fmrst, the people of
INDI alliance wil change
the Constitution and write in
it afresh so that reservation
can be given on the basis of
relipon in India. Second.
these INDI people will end
the reservations given to
SCs, 8Ts and OBC. Third,
they will give the entire
reservation to Muslims on
the basis of religion.”

Modi elaimed that the SP
had in its manifesto for the
2012 UP Assembly poll
promised to provide reserva-
tion to Mushms and to
change the Constitution.
Hitting out at 5P the PM
said the party had an *ani-
mosity” with law and order,
“People associated with 3P
have ‘36 ka ankara' (am-
mosity) with law and order.
They used to release terror-
15t s who were nabbed by the
police and suspend police
officials for cateching terror-
15t5," he said.

Modi accused the SP of

P Narendra F.'bdldurlnga public mestingin Goakhpur on Sundsay. Fm

INDIA BLOC WILL END QUOTA

& First, they (INDIA bloc) will change the Constitution.
Then, they will end the reservations given to 5Cs, STs
and OBCs. Third, they will give the entire reservation to
Muslims onthe basis of religion. Narendra Modi, reue ssrez

brinpng disgrace to Mirza-
pur and tuming the Purvan-
chal re gion into a “safe” hide-
out for mafia. “In the 5P
government, be it life or land.
no one knew when 1t would
be snatched. Even govern-
ment lands were encroached
and palatial houses were con-
structed on them,” the Prime

At Ghosi, Modi daimed
that the INDI alliance was
making people of different
castes fight among them-
selves., “Before 2014, the
Congress changed the law
overnight to declare schools,
colleges and universities as
minority institutions. They
declared thousands of edu-
cational institutions as
minority institutions. Earh-
er, the reservation 5C, 5T
and OBC students were get-

Priyanka begins
campaign today —
10 rallies over 4 days

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 26
Privanka Gandhi will hit the
campaign trail in Himachal
from tomorrow. She is sched-
uled to hold amund 10 rallies
and roadshows across the
state over the next four days
to garner suppaort for the Con-
gress candidates ahead of the
June 1 polling in the state.
shewill kick-start her cam-
paign with a public meeting
in Chamba  tomorrow.
Through exensive cam-

palFning across the state, the
Congress hopes to mitigate
the impact that PM Narendra
Modi may have left on the
voters through his recent ral-
lies in Nahan and Mandi.

Privanka will not only
campaign for the Lok Sab-
ha candidates, but also for
candidates contesting the
Assembly bypoll. She is
scheduled to hold publie
meetings at Gagret and
EKutlehar and a road show
at Barsar where byelec-
tions are to be held.

ting there was completely
ended and Muslims pgot
reservation,” he said.

Training his guns at the
Opposition, Modi claimed
that the INDI albance also
talk s about reversing the ver-
dict in the Ram temple case
just as it was done in the
shah Bano case.

In Bansgaon, Modi said
developing the country was
not part of the Opposition
apenda. “In Pakistan, ‘duas’
(prayers) are being made for
the INDI alhance of 3P and
Conpgress. Jihadis across the
border are supporting them.
This (INDI alliance) group is
saving that if they come to
power, they will re-impose
Article 370 in Kashmir They
will repeal the CAA which
gves citizenship to the vie-
tims of Partition,” he said.

only Modi’s voice to prevail: Rahul

AMBIKA SHARMA
SOLAN, MAY 26

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi launched a
scathing attack on the BJP
while addressing his first
election rally at Nahan
today. He said, “PM Naren-
dra Modi and BJP senior
leaders are attacking the
Constitution. For the first
time in the history of Inde-
pendent India, their party
leaders have openly said
that they will change, scrap
and finish the Constitution
if they win the elections.”

Urging people to vote for
Vinod Sultanpuri for the
Shimla seat, he said, “Our
Constitution is the nation's
voice, but the BJP people say
they only need Narendra
Modi's voice to prevail... Ve
have to safepuard the Consti-
tution put in place by Ambed-
kar, Nehru and others."”

“During the recent disaster
in Himachal, we sought sup-
port from the PM., but he
refused to do so. We had
sought Rs 9000 crore as
22000 families had suffered
in the state,” Rahul said.

In a bid to strike personal
chord with the masses, he
gaid, *My sister is now in
Shimla and we both are vour
soldiers fighting for wyour
cause in Delhi"”

He was unsparing in his
attack on the media too, He
said, “In Himachal, apple
growers fail to get the right
pace for ther pmoduce
because of the partnership
between Modi, Adam and
media. All storage facilities
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Former Congress chief Rahul Gandhl. Himachal Chief Minister Suhhwnder Slngh Sukhu, party's state chief Pratibha Singh and its
Shimla Lok Sabha candidate Vinod Sultanpuri during the “Nyay Sankalp Sabha” at Nahan in Sirmaur on S unday. TREUNE PHOTO

PM WAIVED LOANS OF THE RICH, DIDNT HELP HP
®® Modi waived T16 lakh crore loans of 22 rich

persons over the past 10 years....

During the

recent disaster in Himachal, we sought support
from the PM, but he refused to help us out. We had
sought 9,000 crore as 22,000 families had
suffered in the state. Rahol Gandhi, cocress Lo

“Adani has been piven con-
trol over seven airports m
Mumbai, Lucknow, ete. and
all ports for 50 vears, though
it 15 the people’s property,”
he sad. He mocked at the
series of television interviews
of Narendra Modi where he
claimed to be puided by
divine intervention.

“The Indian ordnance fac-

duced by Adani. Over the
past 10 vears, all kev projects
have been givento22-25 per-
sons only,” he sad.

“Modi waived Rs 16 lakh
crove loans of 22 rich persons
over the past 10 vears. This
money could have provided
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (NREGS)
wages for 24 vears, besides
warving loans of farmers for
as many vears. Modi terms

have been piventooneperson  tory will no longer make
who controls the apple price.,” arms as these will be pro-
War of words

INDHA bloc candidate for the Chandigarh Lok Sabha seat Manish Tewar and Union ex-minister Pawan Bansal engage ina heated

exchange in Privanka Gandhi's presence in Chandigarh. PHOTO: Mmis smTaL

this loan watver as develop-
ment.” he mocked.

He asked has the media
reflected on the plight of the
apple prowers or poor
labourers though they
accord extensive coverage to
Ambani’s wedding function.
He also spoke about gving a
legal puarantee on mini-
miim support price.

“Media maintained stoic
gsilence over government's
wrong  policies, including
demonetisation, faultyimple-
mentation of GST,"” he said.

Rahul was unspanng in his
attack on Adani. He said,
“The prices of Adani's com-
panies will surge as soon as
PM Modi is sworn in. The
entire nation knows if Modi
assumes powet, Adani’s busi-
ness will grow exponentially.”

Elaborating on Congress’
poll promises, he said, “We
will make one crore lakh-
patis, if voted to power. One
women of every poor family
will be given Rs 8.500 per
month beginning July 5.
She will receive that
amount every month till
the family 15 alleviated
from the below poverty line
(BPL) status.”

Besides refterating party's
promise of 30 lakh govem-
ment  jobs, HRahul also
announced “pehli naukri
pukka adhikar” for the youth
where they would pget
assured pgovernment job,
increase in the National Bur-
al Guarantee Scheme wages
from Rs 250 to Rs 400 and
doubling thewages of ASHA
and anganwari workers.

Modis ‘mujra remark
insult to Bihar: Kharge

NEW DELHI, MAY 26
Qaming PM Narendra Modi's
“mujra” remark as an insult to
Bihar Congress president Mal-
llikarjun EKharge on Sunday
accused Modi of hitting a new
ke with his election speeches.
“Mujma, mutton, chicken,
mangalsutra ... no PM before
Modi has spoken like this. He
even brought in buffaloes and
told in Gujarat that if a farmer
was having two buffaloes, the
Congress would pive one of
the two animals to a Muslim
peasant.” he saxd. The Con-
press leader was addressing
an election rally in favour of
Congress leader and Maha-

gathbandhan nomimee Manoj
Kumar in the Sasamm Lok
Sabha constitueney of Bihar,

EKharpe said, “The PM used
mujra words for Opposition
leaders in an election rally m
Bihar on Friday... Modi ji
msulted Bihar and its elec-
torate by using this word.”

Noting that Sasaram 15 syn-
onymous with Jagjivan Ram,
who was a native of that area
and won elght times from the
constituency, Kharge accused
PM Modi of not giving due
credit to the late Dalit stalwart
while celebrating 50 years of
India’s victory over Pakistan
in the 1971 war. — TNS

Congress seizes on anger against Agnipath scheme; goodwill for OPS

‘Confident’ BJP does not arrange PM Modi's rally in the constituency won by it with second-highest margin in 2019

WATCH
KANGRA

LaniT MoHAN

DHARAMSALA, MAY 26

After an almaost one-sided con-
test as the campai pning start-
ed, serior Conpgress leader
and former Union Mimster
Anand Shamma has been show-
Iy building up a contest with
his BJP rival Rajiv Bharadwaj
i the Kangra Lok Sabha. The
constituency is spread across
Kangra and Chamba distncts
of Himachal Pradesh.

Form losing in 2019 by the
second highest margn of
4,77 lakh votes in the coun-
try. the Congress is now fan-
cving its chances n Kangra,
While the Congress has field-

ed Sharma, a confident BJP
has fielded a greenhorn can-
didate, Rajiv Bharadwaj.
Congress’ Anand Sharma
has forcefully taken up the
1ssue of Apnipath scheme,
that is expected toinfluence a
considerable number of vot-
ers in the constituency. The
cumulative number of people
from Kangra serving in the
Army or ex-senicemen 1s
around 1 lakh. Serving in the
Armyhasbeenatraditionin a
large number of families in
Kanpgma region. In his cam-
paign, Sharma has been
emphasising that the Apni
path scheme 15 an “insult” to
the soldiers of the country
and would be abolished if the
Congress was voted to power.
The issue has pained so
much prominence that ves-
terday, durin g hisvisit to Kan-

SHAH CLARIFIES ON
ARMY SCHEME
® | his carnpaign, Congress’
Anand Sharma has been
emphasising that the Agnipath

scheme is an “insult” tothe sol-

diersofthecountry andwould
be abolished ifthe Congress
was voted to power,

B The issue has gained so
much prominence that on
Saturday, during his visit to
Kangra, the BIP gota video
statement issued by Home
Minister Amit Shah to allay

the fears of soldiers regarding

the Agnipath scheme. He

alleged that the Congress was

spreadinglies about It

™
|

Congress' Kangra candidate Anand Sharma campaigns in Fatehpurnn SJ_.lrM:Ia}.uI PHOTO: WAMAL JEET

gra, the BJP got a video state-
ment 1ssued from the Home
Minister Amit Shah to allay
the fears of soldiers regarding
Agnipath scheme. He alleged

that the Congres s was spread-
ing lies regarding the scheme.

Besides the Apnipath
scheme, the Congress has
been relving on government

emplovees to vote for its can-
didate. During his visit to the
Kangra L5 seat, Chief Minis-
ter Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu
has been holdin g parleys with

government employvese union
leaders and urging them to
vote for party that had imple-
mented the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS)in the state.

Though the Conpress has
been able to build up its cam-
paign in Kangra after the
entry of Anand Sharma, the
BJP still seems to be strong in
rural areas, A survey of Kan-
pra villages revealed that
man v people wereviewing the
Lok Sabha elections as a con-
test between PM Narendm
Modi and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. Many of them
opted to prefer Modi over
Rahul, exchibiting little knowl-
edge about the contesting can-
didates and ther agenda. In
election campaign as well, the
BJP candidate has been urg-
ing people to vote for him to
make Modi PM for third time.

Confident of its victory, the
BJP has not planned any rally
of PM Modi in Kangra. Only
two rallies of its national lead-
ers, induding party chief JP

Nadda and Home Minister
Amit Shah have been held by
the BJP here. There are 17
Assembly constituences m
the Kangra LS seat. The Con-
press has 12 sitting MLAs in
Kangra, while the BJP has just
five. Ever since senior Con-
press leader Anand Sharma
has been announced as LS
candidate, the party high com-
mand has been building pres-
sure on its MLAs to ensure a
lead for the party from their
respective constituencies.

An MLA savs he receives a
phone call almost every day
from Central leaders forensur-
ing a lead forthe party. Sources
here said that threats were also
being msued to Conpress
MLAs that they should ensure
lead from ther areas if they
wanted to etam their positions
in the state povermment.
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Che Tribune INTERVIEW: NAR

‘Current Punjab leadershif
Naxals... They may take st

HEAD of the seventh and final phase of the
Lok Sabha elections in eight states and U'Ts,
indluding Punjab., Himachal Pradesh and
Chandigarh, on.June 1, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi took time off from his hectic cam-
paign schedule to speak to Associate Editor
Aditi Tandon on a range of 1ssues and namra-
tives domunating the poll landscape. In acan-
did interview, the Prime Minister fielded ques-
tions on the ongoing fammers pmtests n
Punjab and Harvana, the BJF's dedsion to
sever ties with erstwhile ally Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) in Punjab, the *ghuspethiva”
remarks with reference to Muslims he made at
the Banswara mlly in Rajasthan on April 21,
the BJPled NDA's seat assessment and the
gtate of the opposition INDIA bloc. PM Modi,
eveing a historic third term in office — a first
for any prime minister since Jawaharkal Nehm
— exi1ded confidence on the strength of his 10-
yvear record as PM. The Prime Minister spoke
of his Viksit Bharat @ 2047 platform and reiter-
ated the BIP's commitment to taking the Uni-
form Civil Code forward. He admitted the BJP
had not been able to rise to its full potential n
Punjab because of its pact with SAD, but with
the alliance now havin g ended, the partywould
emerge as a strong force in the state, Excerpts:

® You have said vou are going to the people
with a 10-vear record. What in vour view is
vour most abiding legacy after two lerms as
Prime Minister and vour most important
achievement?

Fordecades now, I have lved with the motto of
dedicating mysdf fully for the nation and the
welfare of the people. My focus is on bringing
a positive transformation in the lives of the
people and therefore, thin gs like legacy donot
matter to me.

Further, when it comes to achievements,
there is nothing that one person or even a gov-
ernment can achieve, without the people's
blessings and participation.

S0, I can speak of the nation's important
achievements in the past 10 vears.

At the very top would be the fact that 26 crore
people have won the battle apainst poverty.
Because this means, 25 crore people got the
ability to dream and opportumity to fulfil
dreams. It means 25 crore people could live a
better life n the present and also give a better
future to their future penerations.

Further, whether it is the poor. farmers,
women or underprivileged sections of society,
thev were kept deprived of even the basic
human necessities for 60 vears.

But we could serve them by taking crores of
toilets, tap water connections, electricity con-
nections, LPG and health coverage to them.
This not only gave them a better life but also
helped them not go through the indignities
that a life of deprivation subjects people to.

The fact that crores of people were posi-
tively impacted by these initiatives 1= a big
inspiration to us.

ol

After sixphases of voting, my
assessment is that the people of the
country are blessing us with a historic,

record-breaking win

At the same time, while working on the
basics, we have also forused on aspirational
goals, like takdng optic fibre, mobiles and inex-
pensive data to even villages, making the
country a leader in digital payvments, making
the country a bigger space power, etc.

The cumulative impact of all of these 1nitia-
tives — the birth of self<confidence in Indians
that our nation is meant for great things — is
something thatI am greatly enthused by

E One of the key issues in the election cam-
paign this time is the Constitution and guo-
ta debate. You say Congress will dilute quo-
tas to benefit Muslims; they say vou will
abaolish quotas? Which one is true?

[ would request respectable media houses like
vours to do a simple fact check.

We have been in power for 10 vears at the
Centre with massive mandates. Our big man-
date helped us do things that were thought to
be impossible, such as abrogation of Article
370, outlawin g Tnple Talaq, ete.

Anvone would tell yvou that a povernment
that could take such big decisions could do
anything it wanted. What did we do? We actu-
ally extended reservations for more years.

At the same time, we also ran a government
with the maximum number of SCST/OBC
ministers. Even the number of SCST/OBC
MPs and MLAs are highest in our party. Far-
ther, we gave constitutional status to the OBC
Commission, which the Conpress never did.

S0, our track recond of commitment to the
welfare of SC/ST/OBC communities is clear.,

Now, when it comes to the Congress, we are
not just saying thev will dilute quotas to bene-
fit their vote banks but we are saving thev
have already done it in various states when
thev were in power.

Thev have also openly declared, when they
were in power at the Centre, that they intend
to bring in reservations on thebasis of religion
despite knowing well that is unconstitutional.

Recently, Caloutta Hiph Court scrapped Oth-
er Backward Classes (OBCs) certificates
awarded to 77T communities sinee 2010 in West
Bengal, an overwhelming majority of whom
were Muslim, and called the dassification
process ilepal.

S0, they have an actual track record of dilut-
ing the guotas meant for SC'ST'OBC commu-
nities. Even now, I have challen ped Con press
leaders multiple times. I have asked them to
declare they will not bring in reservations for
their vote banks. But thev have not uttered a
word about it.

&0, as a credible media house, now, can vou
tell me whose side facts are on and who is mak-
ing false claims?

B After six phases of voting, what's vour
assessment? Opposition savs low voter
turnout signals a no wave election and vou
won't cross 24 seats.
After six phases of voting, my assessment is
that the people of the country are blessing us
with a historic, record-breaking win.

Also, it isclear that the Congressis repeating
its listless performance like in 2014 and 2019,

Further, due totheir abvsmal performance,
the INDIA bloc, which is an opportunistic
group without any vision or mission, will
break apart after the elections. Knowing
this, even their own cadre is not turning out
to vote for them.

Even neutral analvsts would be amused
about the Opposition’s claims that we won't
cross 200 seats in the election.

e

Many people are sayving that the NDA has
already crossed the majority mark in just five
phases, let alone the whole election!

B How would vou describe the opposition
INDIA alliance?

Congress has acoused AAP of orchestrating a
liquor scam i Delhi

The names that AAP people called the Cone-
eress in Punjab are the kind of names that
even we wollkd not.

AAP has accused the Congress of inflicting
violence on Sikhs in Delhi.

Congress has accused AAP of being mvobred
with terrorists in Punjab.

Butboth the parties are together in fighting
elections in Delhi but not in Punjab.

In Delhi, they say ‘Hum Saath Saath Hain'
and in Pumjab they say Hum Aapke Hai
Kaun'.

This 15 just the trailer of their supposed
alliance, If1 start going into the contradictions
in Kerala, Benpal, Tamil Nadu and other
gtates, then vou will run out of space in vour
NEWSpaper.

Theyhave no agreement on policies, no con-
zensus on leadership and certainly no vision
for the nation bevond somehow gaining pow-
er by hook or cmook.

Therefore, while the top leaders of these par-
ties are being seen together for the time beaing,
there is no collaboration among them. There is
no coordination among ther cadre either

S0, the only thing these people can give the
country is instability and a weak government.

B Though ‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas' is vour
motto and government schemes seek to ben-
efit evervone equally, why did vou recently
speak of Muslims as infiltr ators and men tion
‘children with more kids'?

When [ say illegal nfiltrators or people with
more children, why are vou assuming that I
was referrin g to Muslims?

In fact, most of the successful flagship
schemes of our povernment have minorities
as a big chunk among the beneficiaries due to
our saturation approach.

Howewver, there is one point that needs to be
made here. When I question the Congress'
divisive policies that aim to appease Muslims
and distance them from the sodetal main-
stream, 1 am speaking against the Congress,
not against Muslims, This much is clear to any-
one who actuallylistens to what T am saving.

In fact, speaking against appeasement poli-
tics is the most pro-Muslim stance one can
take. Because the bigpest victims of appease-
ment politics have been Muslims themselves.
Conpgress got votes intheir name, formed gow-
ernments in their name, but never did any-
thing to actually make their lives better

Even todav, the Congress' politics solely
rests on trving to hold Muslim votes hostage
by ereating a fear psychosis among them that
their religion is in danger if Muslims don't
vote for the Congress. 5o, the Congresshasno
incentive to further education or empower-
ment among the community:

But steadily and surely, even Muslims are
begnning to see through the Congress' game.

When [ question the Congress' divisive policies that aim to appease Muslims and
speaking against the Congress, not against Muslims. This much is clear to anyone

B Several farmers continue to protest for
legalisation of MSP on the borders of
Harvana and Punjab and are preventing
BJP leaders from canvassing in villages.
Your comments and message?

Thank yvou for this very important question.
Firstly, it is our government which has imple-
mented MSP in its true letter and spirit. In
the last ten wears, my povernment has
increased the value of MSP and the volume
of crops procured under MSP My govern-
ment started the direct transfer of MSP into
the bank accounts of the farmers of Punjab.
We understand the needs of the fammers of
Punjab and Harvana, and we have always
worked with them on the MSP issue. We are
willing to go one step ahead. We are not only
ensuring MSP on staple crops like paddy and
wheat, which are grown extensively in this
region, but we are also incentivising famnmers
to grow pulses that have a strong demand in
the market and can help the farmers improve
their earnings significanthy.

We want the willing farmers to embrace
crop diversification and give them the neces-
gary monetary and policy security cover,
Also, crop diversification 15 an idea which
has been supported by other parties too in
the past. They have backtracked on it for
political reasons, but the cost of politics
should be something other than the future of
the farmers of Punjab and Harvana. The
MSP is not going anyvwhere, Instead, it is
being expanded to empower the farmers for
the future and safeguard the ecology of the
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listance them from the societal mainstream, [ am
vho actually listens to what I am saying,

region. Our farmers are a critical component
of the ‘India Growth Story':; therefore, my
gpovernment wants to enable and empower
them for the future, along with catering to
their needs in the present.

B The Akali Dal was vour oldest alliance
partner and vet vou two fell out over the
farm laws. Why did this happen? Do vou
regret this was not handled better?

Orver the last few vears, a few things happened
which has led to a lot of traditional Akali Dal
supporters feeling disappointed.

The first was Parkash Singh Badal Sahab's
personal electoral defeat, and that too at such
a stage of his Life.

Subsequently, the passing of Badal Sahab
left a void that was imeplaceable.

At the same time, the Akali Dal began to disin-
teprate, with very experienced leaders either
reducing political activity or parting way swith it.

And, add to that the series of electoral routs.

All of these happenings have hurt every
Alkcali Dal worker. A lot of them have privateby
even expressed their despair to me. A lot of
people who think of the pmopgress of Punjab
tried to reform the Akali Dal and ensure it
moves with the times but ther efforts failed.

For every Indian, Punjab is a crucial state
with a history of rich contribution to nation-
al development. Thus, it is not possible for
our party to remain silent while the people of
the state are unhappy. It is incumbent upon
us towork even harder and ensure the peo-
ple of the state are not unhappy.

The levels of unhappiness will surprise vou
all. In 2022, the people of Punjab were so disil-
lustoned that they gave a mandate to AAP but
thev have only made thin gs worse.

In such times, our duty is even more and
thus, we are going to the people with our
vision and pood governance track record. We
have taken this decision after much thought
and the people are showing immense affec-
tion towards us.

We are poing to the people with a single aim-
the welfare of Punjab. Like our party trans-
formed the growth trajectory of several states,
we wiant to do the same for Punjab, be it in agri-
culture, industrnes, services, startups, health-
care, education, technology, transport, rail-
ways, environment, culture, tounsm and more.

['want to specially highlight agriculture here.
As Gujarat CM, whenever we hosted a big pro-
gramme relating to the sector, I would invite
Badal Sahab. He would not only attend but
also praise the work we are doing in Gujarat.

Like in all other things, Badal Sahab's
insights on agriculture helped me immenseby

and given the opportunity, we will work: to ful-
fil his vision in this sector as well.

B Whal is vour assessment of the Punjab Lok
Sabha poll, specially as vou are contesting
alone for the first time?
In one word — excellent!

Whomsoever's heart beats for Punjab and
whoever wants a glonous future for Punjab. ..
Such people are joining us and are seeing BJP
with preat hope, Our cadre is fully energised as
well Our candidates in the uproming Lok
Sabha polls are a great mix of yvouth, experi-
ence, successful professionals and prassroots
level leaders,

Today in Punjab we are seeing the following
aspects:

Dispust with AAP dueto ther abysmal gov-
ernance and record comruption.

Disillusionment with Congress, due to their
inability to look bevond one family, and that
too a family which has seldom respected Sikh
sentiments.

Disappointment with Akali Dal, forreasons 1
already mentioned.

A large section of Punjabi society, especially
the vouth and women. are seeing how the phi-
losophy of the current leadership n Punjab
mirrors theideology of urban Naxals. They feel
that Punjab has just about emerged from the
shadows of violence and bloodshed, and now
apgain those with an urban Naal bent of mind
will take it on the wrong path. People are wor-
ried and feel it is only the BJP which can not
only save Punjab, but also put it firmly on the
path of peace, progress and prosperity.

E Why has the BJE a dominant force in the
North, struggled for a foothold in Punjab?
Your question is not fullv correct. If vou evalu-
ate our performance in the previous Vidhan
Sabha and Lok Sabha elections, we have done
well. Last two Lok Sabha polls we won two of
the three seats we contested. For the ongest
time, our MLAs played an important role in
the state government. But, despite all this, we
remnained humble and grounded which iswhy
vou feel we have strugpled for a foothold. You
may have also noted that the Punjabi commu-
nity was our strongest support base in Delhi

But ves, due to our alliance in Punjab we
were not able to nse to our full potential. Now
with the alliance over, we are all set to become
an even stronger force in the state. The results
and the mood of the people in the coming days
will stun yvou but remember, 1 told vou first
that BJP is nsing steadily in Punjab.

® How would vou describe vour ties with the
Sikh community?

I have had a long assodation with the Sikh
community. I have worked extensively in Pun-
jab and have lived there for vears.

When a devastating earthquake hit Kutch,
a deeply revered Sikh site in Kutch, Lakh-
pat Sahib Gurdwara, was completely
destroved. It was a place where Guru Nanak
Dev Ji had staved twice during his travels
and was an important Sikh pilgrimage site.
As CM., I ensured that the Gurdwara is
restored to its past glory.

Post 2014, we havetaken a numberof steps to
preserve and promote the rich Sikh heritage
and culture. In 2019, the long awaited Kar-
tarpurcoridor was opened, which made it pos-
zsible for Sikh pilgrnms from India to visit the
Gumdwara Darbar Sahib in Pakistan, where
Guru Nanak Dev Ji lived out his final vears.

In 2021, we ensured safe evacuation of Sikhs
from war-torn Afghanistan and also ensured
that the sacred Guru Granth Sahib was flown
inwith absolute reverence and dignity.

We dedlared December 26 as Veer Bal Diwas
to commemeorate the martyrdom of the
Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh Ji and Fateh Singh
Ji, the brave sons of Shri Guru Gobind Singh
Ji. The Sikh community has contributed
immensely to nation building.

® Do vou think BJP will open its account in
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh?
How many seats will vou win?

b

The enthusiasm amongfirst-time voters and the younger
generation during my election campaigns inspired meto
think of a blueprintfor the first 125 days of the youth. Today’s
youth willultimately drive India towards Viksit Bharat

Our bigmandate helped us do things that were thoughtto be
impossible, such as abrogation of Article 370, outlawing Triple Talag, etc.

Anyone will tell you that a government that can take such big
decisions can do anything itwanted... We extended reservations

For decades, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh.
and Kerala voters have voted for the same par-
ties. These parties have promised to deliver
development every election for decades. And
if there is any scope for development, only cer-
tain sections were considered for these devel-
opmental schemes.

In 1884, when the BIP won two seats in
India, one was from South India. So, for us,
North and South have never been different.

Inthe 2019 parhamentaryelections, the BJP
emerged as the single largest party in the
South, boasting the highest number of MPs.
This victory is a testament to the voters’
choice of development over divisive politics.
The people's rejection of the North-South
divide narrmative is a clear indication of their
informed understanding of how countries can
develop and progress.

Take a closer ook at how the states have
been governed under the opposition parties.
The leaders who cdaim to lead based on famiby
ties, have amassed unimagmable wealth.
However, the state's finances are in disarray,
and the people have come to realise how they
are being exploited. They are now resorting to
legal action to secure their salaries and pen-
gsions for the poor

In this election, the voters will also send a
strong message through their votes. The num-
berof seatswill sipni ficantly increase this time,
and South India will show faith inour abilities,

® The Enfor cement Directorate arrested Del-
hi Chief Minister and AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal just before the elections; the SC
gave him an interim hail a few davs ago. The
Opposition is accusing the ED of being a
sword arm of the government...

Don't listen to me or them. Just check what
the High Court has said.

The Delhi High Court has highlighted that
the evidence reveals a conspiracy orchestrat-
ed at the highest levels. It also indicates that
the Delhi Chief Minister was personally
involved in perpetrating the scam. Ina recent
order, the Court again denied bail to their co-
accused and deputy, noting that the accused
was involved in destroving electronic evi-
dence. They even fabricated public opinion
on the liquor policy!

These individuals never miss an opportu-
nity to denigrate our institutions. Yet, these
are the same nstitutions that granted them
bail. Such hypocrisy is harmful to the
nation's well-being.

These agencies are established for law
enforcement and tackling financial fraud. They
are doing their job in a free and fair manner.

Those claiming they are being targeted are
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the ones from whom mountains of cash have
been seized. Yes, the corrupt are being tarpet-
ed. The entire country saw the heaps of cash
recovered by the agencies, which shows that
the ED and the CBI are on the right track.
Besides, the accusations are baseless; only 3%
of all ED) cases pertain to politicians, while the
remaining 97% mvolve bureaucrats or offi-
cials, In the last 10 vears, the amount sezed
has exreeded Rs 1.25 lakh crore, with Rs.
17,000 crore already returned to the citizens.

® Your main poll promises — Ram Mandir,
abrogation of Articdle 370 and commence-
ment of work on UCC — have been fulfilled.
What next?

These are not merely core issues of the BIP
These are the issues close to the heart of peo-
ple and of the entire nation and it is their
expectation from us.

People are happy that in a short period, we
have managed to clear the path for effectively
resolving long-standing issues that have
plagued the country for decades. The grand
temple of Shn Ram Lalla has become a reali-
tyv, with crores of devotees visiting Ayvodhya for
his darshan. After the abrogation of Artide
370, a new era of peace, prosperity, and democ-
racy is emerging inJammu and Kashmir Our
party is also cormmitted to banging the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC) to its logical conclusion.

Now our main driving force is the vision of
Viksit Bharat by 2047, I have received over 15
lakh suggestions from across the country.
Based on this input, we have outlined a
vision for 247, a roadmap for the next five
vears, and a mission document for the first
125 davs of our third term.

B If re-elected, whal will be vour top target
for the first 125 days?

We are planning for the future; we are plan-
ning for 2047. In this long joumey, we have to
begin with the first step. I have given this
direction to my team, and my team has been
discussing various aspects.

Wewere planning for 100 days, but we have
now thought to take this to 125 days; the
additional 25 dayswould be for the country's
vouth. The vouth play a critical role in shap-
ing the nation's future, The enthusiasm,
especially among first-time voters and the
vounger generationd uring my election cam-
paigns, inspired me to think of a blueprint
forthe first 125 davs of the vouth. And this is
a reality that we need to take the vouth into
confidence. Todav's vouth will ultimately
drive India towards Viksit Bharat, and
hence, we must secure their future and fulfil
their aspirations.

O7
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Rajkot tragedy

Laxity in enforcing fire safety norms inexcusable

HE fire at a Rajkot game zone, which left 27

persons dead, and the death of seven new-

born babies in a Delhi hospital on Saturday

are stark examples of how cheap life is in

India. Just over aweek ago, nine lives were
lost when a bus caught fire with people sleeping inside
near Haryana's Nuh district. The Rajkot disaster was
waiting to happen. The summervacation had just begun,
and the game zone was teeming with families enjoying a
weekend outing. According to the police, the place nei-
ther had adequate fire-fighting equipment nor had
obtained a no-objection certificate from the local fire
department. As per the FIR, the owners of the commer-
cial establishment endangered the lives of people despite
knowing that ablaze on the premises could causedeaths
and injuries. Taking suo motu cognisance of the case, the
Gujarat High Court said it was prima facie a ‘man-made
disaster'. The court observed that such gaming zones
and recreational facilities had come upwithout necessary
approvals from competent authorities.

Even as the police have registered a case against six
persons operating the game zone, a thorough probe is
required to establish criminal neg ligence that led to the
shocking incident. It needs to be ascertained whether
any concession or relaxation was given to the owners by
local officials. The HC has rightly sought details of the
licences and permissions, including the one regarding
compliance with fire safety regulations, that were giv-
en to various entertainment zones under the territorial
jurisdiction of municipal corporations,

It is obvious that fire safety norms are being blatant-
Iy given the go-by. Such callous disregard for human life
must not go unpunished. Unfortunately, no lessons
seem to have been learnt from the Uphaar fire tragedy
of 1997 . Zero tolerance to violations should be the way
forward. A nationwide audit is the need of the hour to
rouse the authorities into action across the country.

Muted voices

Young women take a back seat inHaryana polls

EN the results of Haryana's 10

Lok Sabha seats that went to the

polls on Saturday are out on June 4,

they will, sadly, reflect the muffled

voices of women voters in the 18-19

age group, drowned out by the louder participation

of their male counterparts. For, the data from the

Election Commission of India reveals a glaring gen-

der imbalance: only 34 per cent of these first-time

voters are women. Ofthe nearly 4.2 lakh such voters,

a staggering 2.8 lakh are men. This disparity high-

lights the state's patriarchal character and deep-

rooted societal biases, where the registration of

young women as voters is often postponed until after

marriage. Efforts by officials toencourage voter reg-

istration among young women face resistance. Many

families prioritise marriage over political engage-
ment, reinforcing a cycle of disenfranchisement.

Making matters worse, women's political agency

ig further limited as men are often seen dictating their
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Separatist sentiment alive in J&K, but just

Jamaat-e-lslami’s pro¢election stance marks a momentous new turning point
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NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

1983, the story poes,
Saaduddin Tarabah, the
then Amir of the Jamaat-e-
IslamiJammu and Kashmir
Jel}, travelled to Islamabad

for a meeting with Pakistan's
then military ruler, Gen Zia-ul-
Haq. Puffed up with the impor-
tance of a man who was fighting
Amenca’s war against the Soaet
Red Army in Afghanistan, Zia's
balloon was punctured by
Saaduddin’s cold reception to his
proposal — that Pakistan would
divert funds and men from
Afphanistan if the Jel liunched
an armed uprising in Kashmir

“Inko zafroaant kehwa pilao,”
Zia sad to the amusement of the
others present in the room. Saf-
fron kahwa is a warming brew.
But Saaduddin was hadly per-
suaded by the joke. He replied
that Kashmiris were not afraid to
launeh an insumection, but Pak-
istan did not have the capaatyto
take it to s logical conclusion.
The pro-Pakistan Jel aimed to
bring Islamie rube into Jammu &
Kashmir but believed it could do
this only by participating in elec
tions and getting into positions of
power, while retaining its charac-
ter of being a sodo-relipious
organisation. Saaduddin wamed
Zia that an armed resistance
against India would only result
1n mavhem. Kashmiri would kall
Kashmin, he predicted.

Until 1987, the Jel would con-
tinue to contest elections, inchud-
ing panchayat polls, as it had
done since 1963, But anger at the
‘stolen’ 1987 Assembly election
changed the political dynamies
of the state. By 1989-90, hun-
dreds of Jel cadres had already
joined the Yasin Malik-led Jam-
mu & Kashmir Liberation Front
(JEKLF) and were crossing the
Line of Control for training in
armed mihtancy by Pakistan's

intelligence agency, the ISL But
the Jel also feared for its own
exastence, that it would be swal-
lowed up by a ‘secular’ Kash-
miri nationahist militant proup.

Soon afterthe 1937 election, the
Jel's influential leader Syed
Muhammed Yisuf Shah (he had
lost to his National Conference
opponent} decided to join the
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM). Shah
took the name Sved Salahuddin.
He has since been based in Pak-
istan-oecu pied Kashmir (Pok) as
the head of the umbrella group-
mg of militants called the United
Jihad Council. Soon after, the Jel
was running the HM.

Four decades later the wheel
has tumed full circle. On May 14,
the Jel's acting Amir, Ghulam
GQadir Wani, made the surprise
announcement that the organisa-
tion would return to mainstream
politics if the government lifted
the ban on it. The ban had been
imposed in February 2019, in the
days after the Pulwama swicide
bombing. The Jel is believed to
have had no direct role in the
attack, but it was proscrnbed on
the prounds that it was n dose
touch with militant outfits, and
supported esdrermam, militancy
and secessionism in J&K. This
February, the ban — which has
crippled the once-formidable Jel
network of schools, madmsas and
maosques and put its leaders and
hundreds of cadres in jail — was
extended for another five vears.

The Jamaat-e-Islami's
existential crisis is
more severe today

thanitwasin 1989-90.

As J&K went to the polls, logging
unusually high votertumouts inall
its constituencies, the Jel did not
issue its customary boveott call
Wani himself was spotted queuing
up tocast his vote in the Srinagar
Lok Sabha dection — which
recomded a high 38 per cent
tumout. Wani told joumahists later
that Jel had not asked the people
to boyeott the polls because the
organisation had always believed
mn the demneratic process, TheJel
mal ts-e-shoora, Wani added, had
decided that the organisation
wolld contest the Assembly elec-
tion if the ban was Lifted.

Thas 15 a momentous new turn-
ing point, not just for the Jel, but
for separatist politics and nulitan-
cy in JE&K After its takeover of
HM put the JKLF in the shade,
the Jel had turned into a vehicde
for cmss-boder miltancy in
Kashmir, its network providing
the backup and support Gen Zia
had once suggested. When the
separatist All Parties Hurrivat
Conference (APHC) was formed
in 1993, Sved Al Shah Geelani,
an influential Jamaat member,

becameone of its founding mem-
bers, It was also in this period that
a state-backed counter-insur-
geney force rose up Called the
[khwan, its members were feared
by Kashmiris. And they were tar-
geting the Jel systematically

As the fratnadal war spiafled,
the Jel Amir at the time. Ghulam
Mohammad Bhat, announced
that his organisation was not affili-
ated to any militant organsiation.
From then on, relations between
the Jel and the pro-ammed struggle
Gedant were never the same, He
formed his own party called the
Tehreek-e-Hurnyvat and was the
man behind the stnkes, agitations
and other protests that plunged
Kashmir into violence repeatedly
from 2007 to 2018. The Jel stayed
awvay from elections, Behind the
seenes, though, it became a sup-
porter of Mufti Mohammed Say-
eed's PDP formed in 1999, to
break the dominance of the
National Conference.

Meanwhile the separatist Hur-
riyat suffered an intemal split in
2005, with Mirwaiz Omar Famog
heading the APHC and Geelani
heading his own active and
asserfive faction. The two, along
with Yasin Malik, cametogether to
lead the agitation thaterupted after
the 2016 kilhng of militant Burhan
Wani. But the Hurrpvat's faillure to
challenge the Modi povernment's
unilateral decision o scrap Arficle
a0 inAugust 2019, and Geelani's
decision to step down as chairman

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

In Kashmir, you need utmost cooperation between all centres of authority. —RajivGandhi

in July 2020, a year before he
passed away in September 2021,
were senous setbacks for Kash-
mir's separatist politics. In early
May, Mirwair Omar Farooqg spoke
of “senous alterations on  the
ground’ and “changed circum-
stances” a5 the reason why the
APHC had decided not to issue a
call to boyveott the 2024 elections,

The Jel stands to lose far more
than Mirwaiz from thechanged eir-
cumstances. For one, most of its
leaders and hundreds of its cadres
are in jail. The ban has smuffed out
its funding. The party’s exdstential
oTisis is more severe today than it
was in 1989-90 Those in charge
blame the organisation’s pro-Gee-
lani proup for its pmoblems, Pak-
its o flathing economy and dys-
functional politics, seems unableto
take advantage A Pakistani obsery-
er desrmbed the Arad Jammu and
Eashmir wing ofthe Jel as a ‘spent
bullet’ mired m comruption.

As for the HM, it seems to have
become more or less toothless.
When Abdul Majeed Dar revolt-
ed against the Hizb in 2000, he
was eliminated. An offiaal Heb
staterment from Muzaffarabad,
denouncing Wani for his pro-poll
comments, seemed for a
moment like a Dar rerun, But
Wani, instead of backing off, has
openly doubled down, sayving
that the Jel is in touch with New
Delhi for lifting the ban.

The question is: what does the
Centre gain from hifting the ban on
the JeI? A new partiipant in J&K
politics which can better challenge
the mainstream political parties
than what the J&K Apni Party has
been able to do? Mavbe.

Bor now, the National Confer-
ence, a swom enemy of the Jel
sinee its inception, has welcomed
the new development. The PDE,
which benefited from the Jel's
gilent support in 2014 but also
faced 1ts wrath during the 2016-
13 agitation, is yet to react.

Of course, the risks are great,
espedally if a hardline faction
regams control of the organisa-
tion. On the whaole, thoupgh, and
for now, it may be safe to say that
while the separatist sentiment
may still be alive in J&K it no
longer has political patrons,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

An elephant on

choices. Equally skewed is the representation of
women in the electoral fray Of the 223 candidates in
the contest in Haryana in the General Election, just 16
are women — inchiding five from mainstream politi-
cal parties — even though women constitute nearly 47
per cent of the voters. Major parties, despite their
claims of supporting women's rights, have failed to
field female nominees propartionately.

However, there is a silver lining in certain pockets of
the state. Women are beginning to voice their concerns
an issues like water supply, electricity and employment;;
an increased female participation at public meetings has
also been witnessed. But a lot remaing to be done to
bridge the gender divide and dismantle patnarchal struc-
tures. Amplifying women's voices is essential for mak-
ing India a truly transparent and inclusive democracy.

amoonlit night

trabarged into my house and persuaded meto join their

IT was a June evening. My friends Prakash and Soumi-

expedition to the forest range at Basdevpur village to
enjoy a moonlit night. I restrained myself from pouring

cold water on their exuberance.

An unused and dilapidated runway of the military air-
port built by the British, penetrating the forest, bore tes-
timony to World War I1. The forest had been in the news
because of the regular migration of herds of elephants
from the Dalma range of Jharkhand.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Jinnah's presidential address

[N the address delivered by Muhammad Ali Jinnah as President
of the 15th Session ofthe All-India Mushm League, which con-
chuded its deliberations at Lahore on Sunday, he pointed out the
great necessity of bringing about Hindu-Mahomedan unity —
which 15 one ofthe chief items in the Congress programme, But
it is disappointing that Jinnah did not attempt any elear diagno-
sis of the real causes of the present communal mistrust, which
stands in the way of progress and the speedy attainment of
Swaraj. We sadly miss in the address any constructive proposal
to promote unity and remove the root-causes of such estrang-
ment as 8 seen on certain occasions at present. It would have
been particularly useful if Jinnah had explained what in his
opinion would lead to a right solution of the problem. In the
prefatory portion of his address, he has been at some pains to
declare that non-cooperation has failed, that the Ehilafat organ-
isation, which he calls *“the handmaid of the Indian National
Congress”, has failed too; and that the boyeott of the law courts,
the schools, colleges and the councals, have all failed. In fact,
there is no mention of any organisation of the people that has
been working on right lines to secure the country’s freedom. We
have not been told either what political purpose a separate com-
munal organisation of the kind Jinnah presided over isdesigned
to serve and what hasbeen the League's net contribution tothe
country's progress. Jinnah, however, admitted that as “the
result of the struggle ofthe last three vears. . . the ordinary man
in the street has found his political consciousness.”

When we were deep in the jungle, a small group of people
engaged incutting a big sal tree warned us not to proceed fur-
ther as a herd led by a tusker had become ‘permanent resi-
dents’ of that part of the jungle. We disregarded their advice,
if only to show them that we were not scared.

But fear had already started looming large in our minds.
Prakash, seemingly an omniscient person, advised us to run
in azigzag pattem if an elephant made areal charge, asit was
not very nimble due to its bulky size. After a long silence,
soumitr gave his expert view, which seemed strange to me,
He stated that if we stayed downwind from a charging ele-
phant, it would find it difficult to smell us and detect our posi-
tion. I supgested that they throw their rucksacks to distract
the chasing elephant if it drew nearer.

However, we were so exhausted after a long walk that our
hasty steps turned into a trudging stroll. The desire path
seemed never-ending. Allofa sudden, Soumitma stopped Like
a beagle catching the scent of a quail, looking at something
on the left side. We followed suit. But before I could see ar
perceive anything, both of them serambled, elamouring ‘ele-
phant, elephant...’ like two aireraft chased by enemy planes.

Both Prakash and Soumitra claimed there was a big ele-
phant swinging its trunk a few metres away from the desire
path. My heart almost sank in fear imagining the sight of a
wild pachyderm nearby. Prakash had already hurled his ruck-
sack on the path. We reached home amound 9 pm.

Early next moming, Prakash turned up at my house on a
maotorevele to retrieve his rucksack . Luckily, as the desire path
perhaps had still not been used by any person, we found the blue
bag lying on the namrow passage between dense shrubs, We
moved forward a few metres until we reached the spot where we
had apparently come across an elephant the night before.

We turned our eves to the right and were astonished to see,
nearly a hundred metres away, a bushy mangn tree with
creepers hanging down from its boughs — like the trunk of
anelephant. The creepers were still swinging n the morning
breeze, Both of us burst into laughter

Modi's bid to win over Punjabis
Apropos of 'Modi in Punjab’; the Prime
Minister's rallies in Punjab amid the farm-
ers’ protests highlight a desperate bid to
gain political pround in the state. Modi's
attempt to invoke Sikh sentiments by pat-
ting himself on the back for the opening of
the Kartarpur Sahib corridor in 2019 and
his government for reopening files of cases
related to the 1984 anti-Sikh riots are of no
use as the farmers' grievances remain
unresolved. The repeal of the contentious
farm laws, a reluctant concession, hasn't
addressed the cultivators’ core demand of
alegal puarantee for MSE Modi's pestures
are unlikely to sway the farmers, who
remain sceptical of the BJP's intentions
after the prolenged agitation and per-
ceived betrayals. Until substantial policy
changes take place, symbolic gestures will
fail to mend the fractured trust.

GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Stop treating tillers as anarchists
Refer to the editorial ‘Modi in Pungab’; the
stir launched by fammers against the enact-
ment of the three contentious farm laws was
intially treated by the povernment with dis-
dain and apathy. The authorities wanted to
quell the agitation by deploying all types of
heavy-handed measures to scare the cultiva-
tors away. But the farming community braved
the element s with remarkable resilience and
didn't succumb to pressure, The liws were
only repealed when it became clear that the
protests could not be reined in. More recently,
the government attempted to scuttle the Dilli
Chalo march. If the ruling regime wants to
pacify the rate farmers, it should stop treating
them like anarchists. It 15 not the use of force
but dialogue that can help the govemment
mend fences with the farmers.

ROSHAN LAL GOEL, LADWA

Hill state suffers from govt apathy
With reference to the article ‘Uttarakhand
beset by Char Dham Yatra chaos, forest fires’;
the hill state has been reeling under the
weight of mismanaged pilgrimages and ram-
pant forest fires, The Char Dham Yatra, a spir-

itual journey, has morphed into a perilous
trek, claming lives because of negligence.,
Overcrowding, inadequate infrastructure and
disregard for safety nomms have marred the
sacred event. Meanwhile, the state’s lungs
burn in uncontrolled blazes, an outcome of
the government's emaronmental apathy. The
authonties' lackadaisical approach todisaster
management and environmental conserva-
tion is alarming. It is high time that the offi-
c1als behind the lapses were held accountable
and measures were taken to save lives.
SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHALI

Try Pune car crash teen asan adult
The Pune Porsche car crash inveolving a
drunken teenager that resulted in two
deaths has understandably sparked a
nationwide outrage. The incident has once
again thrown the spotlight on the flaws in
our justice delivery system. The juvenile,
who is old enough to know the difference
between right and wrong, must be tried as
an adult. It 15 shocking how the boyv's fami-
ly, which happens to be quite influential,
tried to frame their driver to save the teenag-
er. The fact that the teen was granted bail
within hours of the mishap on some ridicu-
lous conditions, like writing a 300-word
essay on accidents and undergoing coun-
selling, 1s telling. Any juvenile who commits
a serious erime should be tried as an adult.
0 PRASADA RAD, HYDERABAD

Heatwave hits voter tumout
North India 1s reeling under a seorching heat-
wave, Understandably, some polling booths
wear a deserted ook towards the afternoon,
The Election Commission of India (ECT) must
have a pood explanation for the mordinately
long election schedule. Intense heat has
robbed many voters of enthusiasm, discour-
aging them from leavinghome and exerasing
their franchise. Holding elections at the peak
ofthe summer was not a good idea inthe first
place. But the election authorities must at
least make some basic arrangements, like
dnnking water, for voters at polling stations,
The ECI must not take the voters for granted.
RAMESH GUPTA, NARWANA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tribunemal.com
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Support of Europea

UDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

ALESTINE's quest

for statehood began

m Novemnber 1988,

when the Palestine

Libemtion Organi-
sation, then i exile, declared
the establishment of the ‘state
of Palestine’. And it was soon
recopnised by a number of
countries, including Egypt,
Jordan and India

Currently, 143 nations
have acoorded suchrecogni-
tion, though there is no tan-
gible, consensual territorial-
ity to the state of Palestine.
This goal remains the Holy
Grail for the oldest inhabi-
tants of the Holy Land. and
this iz a contested and unre-
solved claim between Arabs
and Zionists. Citizens of the
former British-mandated
territory, identified as Pales-
tinians, are now dispos-
gessed and on the brink of
mass starvation and depri-
vation, following the dispro-
portionate war of reprisal
unleashed by Israelafter the
dastardly October T Hamas
terror attack.

The quest for statehood will
receive a sipnificant symbaol-
1 boost on May 28, when
three European nations —

Ireland, Norway and Spain —
formally accord recopnition
to Palestine. Most of the
countries that have accorded
such recognition are part of
the Global South, and not the
US and other GT nations.

Given that the Israel-Pales-
tine matter 1s a complex and
intensely contested political
ssue, few nations in Europe
wanted to antagonise the US,
and it was only Sweden that
recognised Palestine despite
being an EJ member The
other seven  European
nations — Bulgaria, Czech
Republie, Greek Cyprus,
Hungary, Poland, Romania
and Slovakia — did so just
before joining the E1T.

Thus, the addition of three
major European nations,
albeit symbolic, 15 sipnificant
and will strengthen the Pales-
tinian quest at this entical
and tragie juncture. The polit-
ical symbolism of Ireland,
Norway and Spain breaking
away from the US/GT posi
tion onrecognising Palestine
has the potential to be sub-
stantive, and this will be
shaped by the domestic poli-
tics of certain countries, par-
ticulady the US, France, Ger-
many and Israel.

Ireland, Norwayand Spain
are expected to be joined by
a few other European
nations, and Britain and
Malta have indicated that
thev will do so when the con-
ditions are ‘right’.

Ironically, the October 7
Hamas attack has served to
focus plobal attention on the
keng-neglected issue of state-
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IMPACT: The October ¥ Hamas attack has served to focus gliobal attention on
the longnegected issue of statehood for Palestine. reuters

hood for Palestine, In the last
few months, as the scale of
destruction in Garza-Rafah
and the number of total
deaths have mounted (it is
now over 36,0000, Israel has
become increasingly isolat-
ed, even though it contin-
ues to recerve critical US
support by way of weapons
and funds.

Ismel and its top political
leadership are under the
scanner of the ICC (Interna-
tional Criminal Court) and
the ICT (International Court
of Justice ), and the decision
of the three European
nations will only add to the
discomfiture of Tel Aviv,

The Eumpean tno is to be
commended for taking this
political decision — and
while this one initiative will

[fthe Palestine
ISSLIE remains
deadlocked in the
UN Security
Council, the BRICS
summit in October
could provide
a forum for
SOme mnovatve
political rewiring.

not end the violence in Gaza-
Ratah anytime soon — t may
act as a catalyst to energise
the constituences that are
seeking to prevail upon the
US and, through it, Israel, to
agree to a ceasefire followed
by negotiations.

The historical context that
has encouraged the three
European nations to
empathise with Palestine
ments recall. Ireland, with its
record as an oppressed colony
and its experience of the
British jackboot, has trade
tionally been a supporter of
the Palestine cause. Since
October T, Irish political lead-
ers have been the most vocal
in calling out Ismel for its
many genocidal transgres-
gions and have reterated
their support for any effort

| for Palestine

that would advance the two-
state solution. They noted
that it was the only means for
the two nations (Israel and
Palestine) to coexast peaceful-
Iy and to put a stop to the
“penerational cyeles of vio-
lence, retaliation and resent-
ment”,

Having emerged from
decades of dictatorship
(1936-75), Spain is the new
convert to the prinaples of
hiberal democracy and inter-
national law and has a long
association with the Arab
rulers. The 1991 Madrid
Peace Conference support-
ed by the US and Spain laid
the foundation for ending
the long-festering Arab-
Israeli conflict. In the cur-
rent context, Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez has
asserted that his decision to
recopnise Palestine was
born “out of moral convic-
tion” since it is a just cause’
and added that this was the
‘only way' to achieve peace
and security in the region.

Norway, withitshistoryas a
sucressful peace-maker in
West Asia (1993 Oslo
Accords), is supportive of a
two-state solution in the long
term. And it is evident that,
acurrently, Oslo, Madrid and
Dublin  have coordinated
their Palestine poley to
nudge the rest of Europe to
support the call for an imme-
diate ceasefire through con-
crete political action.

Europe has a very nuanced
position on the tangled Pales-
tine issue. Recently, French
President Emmanuel

Macmon hosted his Chinese
counterpart, Xi Jinping, in
Paris. They issued a joint
statement on Palestine. It not-
ed: “The two heads of state
called for a decisive and 1rre-
versible relaunch of a political
process to concretely imple-
ment the two-state solution,
with Israel and Palestine hiv-
ing side by side in peace and
security, bothwith Jerusalem
astheir capital, and the estab-
hishment of a viable, mde-
pendent and sovereign state
of Palestine based on the
1967 borders and reaffirmed
ther commitment to this
solution, which is the only
way to meet the legitimate
aspirations of the Israeli and
Palestinian people for lasting
peace and security.”

China has emerged as an
effective interlocutor in West
Asia since its 2023 successin
enabling an unexpected Sau-
di Arabia-Iran rapproche-
ment, and this was the result
of decades of quiet and sus-
tained diplomacy devoid of
any grandstanding. Beijing
appointed its first special
envoy for West Asia in 2002,
and since then, Chinese
diplomatic investment inthe
region has been unbroken.
There is a cue here for India.

If the Palestine issue
remains deadlocked in the
UN Security Council
because of a US veto, the
BRICS summit beinghosted
by Russia m October this
year could provide a forum
for some innovative political
rewinng Case for Madrid 2.0
under BRICS auspices?

AMARJIT BHULLAR
EX-PROFESS0OR, UNIVERSITY
OF NORTHERN BRITISH
COLUMBIA, CANADA

SIGNIFICANT
number of the
candidates field-
ed by main-
tream political
parties in the current parlia-
mentary elections in Pun-
jab, Harvana and some oth-
er states are political
dyvnasts or turncoats or
both, The parties are facing
a dearth of ideologically
committed, competent and
electable candidates. Most
of them have poached mem-
bers of other parties to get
‘suitable’ candidates — for
instance, in West Bengal.

Those who are ambitious or
feel marginalised m their
own parties gladly accept
such offers. Immediately
after the switchover, they
begin a campaign to under-
mine the party they have
left and cheer the top leader-
ship of the party they have
jomed. They had often eriti-
cised the same leadership
before joining its ranks.

Yet another way to fill the
gap 15 to bring in film starsor
sportspersons  who have
mass appeal. The experi-

ence, so far, shows that few
have performed and gained
the confidence of people
over the vears, while many
have found the political ch-
mate difficult to handle.

Why 15 there a vacuum in
the parties? Why have
even 100-vear-old parties
failed to nurture their
young leaders to compete
in the political arena?

In faet, a majority of
these leaders treat political
capital as other forms of
capital (like land, gold, ete.)
and not as goodwill earned
by serving the electorate.
Politics, as a profession,
allows them to accumulate
the political capital, which,
unlike other forms of capi-
tal. cannot be transferred
by a legal will to anyone of
their liking. Hather, one
must engage in the politi-
cal process to receive that.
In countries like India,
power, status and prestige
are derivatives of the polit-
1cal standing. 5o, natural-
ly, there is an incentive to
retain political power in
the family or in the coterie.

Political leaders utilise
some time-tested methods
to transfer the pohtical cap-
ital within their
families/coterie.

In the last few decades,
top leaders of political par-
ties, barring a few, have
demolished internal party
democracy and tried vigor-
ously to establish family
control over the party by
blocking the entry of
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SWITCHING LOYALTIES: Defections are the nom in states such as West Bengal. 1stock

young, competent leaders.
They have passed their
political  legacy, which
melude the brand name as
well as the financial, social
and human capital advan-
tages, to their progeny to
consolidate their dynastic
control. The inheritance of
political power within fami-
lies 15 a common phenome-
non across the world and
true even in democracies.
But the inheritance is not
as easy and quick else
where asit 15 in India.

The dynastie political per-
petuation limits the ‘pool of
candidates’ who can com-
pete in politics and win
elections, In this way, the
founders of dynasties cre-

21 Tobox in practice (4)

The dynastic
perpetuation limits
the ‘pool of
candidates who can
competein politics
and win elections.

ate a situation of political
emptiness in their parties
50 that the heirs may face
little competition,
Established leaders of
political parties often select
their associates on the
basis of incompetence.
Political scientists call 1t
negative selection. Nega-
tive selection, as per everi-
pedic.org, a blockchain-
based online
encyclopaedia, is “a politi-
cal process that occurs...
when a person on the top of
the hierarchy, wishing to
remain in power forever,
chooses his associates with
the prime criterion of
incompetence — they must
not be competent enough

to remove him from pow-
er”. Resultantly, syco-
phancy becomes a means
to entering a party. It deter-
mines one's status and
remuneration in the party
rather than one’s ability to
perform for the benefit of
the party and the public.
Certainly, the strengthen-
ing of dvnastic rule and
negative selection are a
risk for a party, but most
leaders consider it a risk
worth taking., Economists
call it a moral hazard, Moral
hazard occurs when a per-
son takes a risk because
someone else bears the cost
of that nsk. S0, when a
dvnasty is established oran
mcompetent second-rung
leadership i1s formed in the
party, the gains, if any, are
accrued to the top leaders
and if the heirs/second-
rung leaders underperform
as public representatives,

the sufferers (of their
underperformance) are the
people.  “Moral harard

explains 40 per cent of the
descendants’ underperfor-
manece,” say Siddharth
Eapen Georgeand Domine
Ponattu in their study
titled How Do Political
Dynasties Affect Economaic
Development? Theory and
Evidence from India.

At the time of elections,
parties face a self-created
shortage of pood candi-
dates, forcing them to
recoup it by promoting
defections. Therefore, the
quality of governance and

development processes
decreases as members of
the legislative and execu-
tive bodies are selected
from a imited pool.

How does such polities
affect optimal governance?
Such behaviour disturbs the
lepitimacy of democracy and
worsens the quality of public
polickes as politicians have
motivations to implement
policies that will increase
their gain and ensure their
continuation in power. Politi-
clans place personal inter-
ests above public and party
interests. It leads to patmon-
age and corruption, which
weaken governance institu-
tions. Politicians, while in
power, make public invest-
ments for their own pains.

Economie development is
also hit due to bad gover
nance, “We find that dynastic
politics has an overall nega-
tive effect on economic devel-
opment,” says the study by
George and Ponattu,

Dwnastic succession and
negative selection are the
muost significant challenges
for political parties in gen-
eral and the electorate in
particular. Most of the par-
ties do not adhere to open,
transparent and demoecrat-
ic procedures for their
functioning, There are lim-
ited opportunities for ordi-
nary members and ideolog-
ically committed workers
to climb the ladder in the
party, while elevators are
available for the descen-
dants and their cronies.
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‘CLASSIFIEDS\

SITUATION VACANT
Jesus Saviour’s Schoal,
Shamsher  Nagar,  Sirhind
Dvistr. Fatehgarh Sahib

(Punjab). Affliated to CBSE.
Requires  well qualified &
experienced B.Ed. Teachers.
PCTs- (Maths, Science,
Physics, Chemistrv. Biology,
Economics, Business Studies.
Accountancy, Hindi, Social
Studies, English & Physical
Education). Mail vour resume
on: jss.sirhindr gmail.com
or WhatsApp: 77195-31942,
O1157-31942 Walk-in-
Interview:  27.05.2024 &
2R.05.2024 (9:30 am- 12:30 pm)
at School’s Premises.
{CLZ4018030)

Job opening at SGTE Institute of
Management snd IT  Sanawra
{Bhogpury, Jalandhar,  Assistan
Professors for B Yoo Beauty Therapy,
Child Came giver, B.Com. {Hons).
Master's D grec roguired .
Experienced prefemed. Pay as norms.
Apply within 10 days. Principal:
BET25-2 7400,  sgthi mitEe mail .com
[CL240719354 )

Required Counsellors for study visal
tourist vizal PR, Marketing
Exccutives, Field Officers, Digital
Media Executives, Office Assistant,
Telecallers. {Accommdation Facility).

Contact: Camnwings, 4455- A,
Mow  Jawahar Magar, Jalandhar.
Mahile: GR1 43- 62504, Email:

dir.caanwing@gmail.com
[CL24019380)

IMMIGRATION
CONSULTANCY
If you are under 30 years you can go
abroad legally. 1 1o 2 years work

pormit legally. Mo [ELTS, noe work
cxperience roguired CAMANWINGS
{The Ausralia Specialist) 329, MNew
Jawahar Wagar, Jalandhar, 7H49E-
TR49H, TTOIR-HT6T6 (Liccmoe 301).
(CL24019382)

PROPERTY FOR SALE
CHANDIGARH

2 kamal corner mederate built one
kanal new ripple’ duplex Chandigarh.
Jeet Aszociates. i LR {0 (F
[CL2M017273)

T4 marla Sector 22-B 106 B-Roead
2. Booth 34, 37, 40 Chandigarh.

Jeei Aszpciates. O R {0 W,
[CL2401T2ThH)
PUBLIC NOTICES

I, Raju som of Sh. Makedu, resident
of ¥illage Kathari, Post Office Bohli,
Tehsil-District Solan, Himachal
Pradesh, declare that my son Amy
Mo 1521491 53K Hav Vined Kumar 15
Field Regiment Clo 56, APD my name
Raj Kumar and my date of hirth
L7191 iz wrongly entered in the
service records. My correct name
Raju and date of hinh i 1.7.19%%:0.
All concerned please may nale.
[CL240189383)

I, Sumit Drahiva Sfo Sh. MNarain
Simgh Dahiva Rie 477, (31, Ashok
Wikar, Mchlana Road, Sonipat,
have changed my minor daughter's
mame from Avani to Avani Dahiva
For all Future PUT M3 5ES
[CL240718378)

I, Number 149245597y, Rank Ex-
Hav. Raghubir Singh, son of Balbir
Singh, Village Gagehar, PO Darkati,
Tehsil Jawali, District Kangra {HP)
declare that my dmeghier’s name inmy
Ay record has wrongly endered
Kangan instcad of comect name
Kangan Blowria. Concemed naote.
[CL24019381)

COURT NOTICE

NDH-15.06.2024
High Court of Hmachal
Pradesh at Shimla-171001.
In the matter of Omp 319 of
2024 m Ex. Pet. No. 13 of
2022-C
Raj Lakshm
Industries

Chemical

... Plamtiff.
Versus
Pamvi Tissues Lid.
..Defendants
Motice to:-
ID1. Pamvi Tissues Limited,
Company registered under
Companies Act 1956, having
its registered Office at Arya
Compound, Buillding No. A-3
Gala No. 1 Amjur Phate,
Anjur Road. Bhindwandi
Mumbar Maharashtra.
Having Place of work,
Industrial Estate Barotiwala
174103, District Solan H.P
Having admmistrative office
at 5.C.0. 55, Sector 26-D,
Madhyva Marg Chandigarh
160026,
Prem Goyal s/o Suraj Bhan
Goval, House No. 2342,
sector 23-C, Chandigarh U.T.
Judgement Debtor

Whereas m the above noted
case, it has been proved to the
satisfaction of this Court that
above named defendants can
not be served in an ordinary
way.

Therefore, the proclamation
under Order 5 Rule 20 of the
Code of Civil Procedure 1s
hereby issued  against
him/them that they should
appear in this Court either
personally or through some
duly authorzed agent/pleader
on 15th  June, 2024
{15.06.2024) failing which
exparte proceedmgs will be
taken aganst him/them.

Given under my hand an
seal of the Court this 24th day
of May, 2024,

Sd/-

Section Officer (Judicial),
High Cowrt of H.P.
CL24019089 Shimla.

S R .

COURT NOTICES
(U0 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Ms. Mehima Bhuler
Civil Judge (Jr. Division),
Khanna
Ranjit Kaur Benipal
V.
General Public
CNR No.
PELDAOQ-000552-2023
Mext Date: 01 082024
Publication 1ssued to:
General Public
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 01082024 at 10.00 a.m.
For details logon to
https:/highcourtchd. govan/?
rs=district noticefedistnct=
ludhiana
Dated, this day of 22.05.2024.
Sd/- Civil Judge
{(Jumior Dvison),
CL24013276 K hanna

For Circulation and Advertisement
booking and olher relaled queries
please call al following numbers
from Monday 1o Salurday
belween 10.00 a.m. and 500 p.m.
Circulation:

0T 2-2670319, 2670250, 2670442
E-mail at
canculaticmE i ibune mal com
Advertiseme it:
Classified: 01T2-26T025T, 26T0E38

E-mail af
classfiad@ irbunamal. com

Display: 017 2-26T0256, 2670342
E-mail at advi@ibunemall.com

(UMD 5 Rule 20 CPC)

{Succession Case)
In the Court of

Sh. S3achm Yadav
Addl. Civil Judge
{5r. Dirvision),
Chandigarh
Amupama Bams
V.
General Public
CNER No.
CHCHO2-001548-2024
Next Date: 23.07.2024
Petition U/S 372 of India
Succession Act
Motice to:
General Public

Chandigarh

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)’
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel

on 23.07.2024 at 10.00 a.m.

For details logon to
httpsz/highcourtchd. gov.in'?
trs=district_noticef district=
chandigarh
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INDIA alliance promises ‘right to
firstjob’ to every graduate: Rahul

Says PM has benefited only 22 wealthy individuals by waiving their loans worth ¥ 16 lakh cr

UOur CORRESPONDENT

LA, MAY 26
Congress leader Bahul Gand-
hi today said that the INDIA
Alliance government would
give ‘Right to first job' to
every oollege praduate and
diploma holder in the coun-
trv. Addressing a public rally
at the Police Lines ground
here in support of party can-
didates for the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections, he
said educated vouth would be
Frven one-vear training in
Fovernment mstitutions to
open doors for entry into the
job market, adding that a
monthly stipend of Rs 8,500
summing up toRs 1 lakhwall
be paid to the trainees,
Rahul said during the last
one decade, PM Narendra
Modi had benefited only 22
rich persons by waiving off
loans amounting to Rs 16
lakh ¢rore. He said while
mega projects m solar and
wind power, arports and sea
ports, fruit and hospitality
sectors have gone to PM's
close  friends, the unem-
ploved vouth 15 shooed away
by banks when they seek
loans for starting businesses,
The former Conpress presi-
dent said 700 farmers had
sacrificed their ives during
protests for MSP adding that
BJP leaders in Punjab and
Harvana were being chased
away by farmers. He added

Jai Ram: Conspiracies underway
to disrupt my public meetings

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, MAY 26
Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur has levelled
serious allegations against
the state government led by
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
smgh Sukhu. After holding
election rally at Nachan in
Mandi, Thakur said that var-
0% conspiracies were
underway to disrupt his pub-
lic meetings.

“We will not complain
now but we will deal at our
own level with the Con-

Former CM Jai Ram Thakur at a rally in Mandi. w1 kusmar

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi along with other state leaders at a public meeting in Una on Sunday.

that he was not allowed to
speak on the farmer's woes
in Padiament, but said that
the Congress government
had green puarantee on MSP
on agnculture produce to
farmers, promised  to
increase daily wages under
MNREGA from Rs 250 to Rs
400 and double the honorari-
um being paid to ASHA and
Anganwarl workers.
Blaming the Prime Minis-
ter for loss of human lhives
dunng the pandemic, Hahul
sail Narendm Modi threw
tantrums like beating ‘thali
and taall’ besides switching
on the lights of mohile
phones to chase away corona

gress 1n the state. When 1
was addressing a publie
meeting at Nachan, the
power supply was disrupt-
ed. Before this, in my home
Assembly constituency at
sera) today power supply
was disrupted. This did not
happen at one place. There
15 an attempt to suppress
our voice, but they would
not succeed.” the former
Chief Minister stated.
*Such tactics are beng
used by the Congress
against us. If candidates
from my party stop ata hotel

Talks of ‘lakhpatis’, aid to women

B Rahul said in the next five years of INDI Alliance rule, crares of

families will become ‘lakh patis’

B Feonomically poor families will be identified and in the bank
account of one worman from each of these families, a sumof
Rs 8,500 will be credited every maonth till the family rises

above the poverty level.

® He said 30 lakh jobs lying vacant in the Central government

will be filled.

B ‘Agniveer will become a scheme of the past

virus. He questioned whether
a PM should do such things
instead of bolstering health
infrastructure, providing
shelter to the migrants and
arranging transportation.
Rahul said in the next five

to have tea, it 1s raided. If 1
stop at a hotel in Dalhousie,
it 1s raided four days later
Our party worker has his
own business and he 15 a
BJP official. Raids are con-
ducted there too. It's a very

low level of polities,”
Thakur alleped.
Jail Ram said that Congress

was unnerved after Naren-
dra Modi's rally in Mandi.
Such a big rally 15 bevond
their reach. S0 despite book-
ing, Thakur said. thev were
unable to hold rallies in
Mandi.

vears of INDI Allhance rule,
emores of famiieswill become
lakh patis’. Economically
poor families will be identi-
fied and in the bank account

af one woman from each of

these famibes, a sum of Rs

Six office-bearers
of BJP expelled in
Lahaul-Spiti

SHIMLA, MAY 26

BJP state president Hajeev
Bindal today expelled six par-
ty office-bearers for st vears
in the district of Lahaul and
Spiti for indulping in anti-
party activities. Bindal took
the action on the recommen-
dation of the president of the
Lahaul and Spiti district.
While expelling the office
bearers, Bindal said that anti-
party activities and mdisa-
phine would not be tolerated.

Ag for the elections, Bindal
zaid the rallies conducted by
Pnme Minister Narendm
Modi and Home Minster
Amit Shah had filled the BJP
workers with new zeal and
enthusiasm. “People turned
out in big numbers to isten to
Modi and Shah, indicating
that people had made up
their mind to vote the BIP to
victory for the third consecu-
tive time,” he saud.

He further said that the top
Congress leaders were now
rushing to the state, but they
should tell people what hap-
pened to the tall promises
they had made to the people
before the Assembly dections
m 2022, “They gave several
false puarantees to the people
of the state, and now the peo-
ple would seek answers from
them,” he said. — TN S

11 yrs on, Kiratpur-Manali NH still incomplete

POLL ISSUE

DrreNDER MANTA
MANDI, MAY 26
The poor condition of the
Kiratpur-Manali  highway
between Mandi, Kullu and
Manali is a key 1ssue, particu-
larly for tounsm stakeholders
in the Mandi parliamentary
constituency. The highway 1s
lifeline of the tourism indus-
try of Kullu and Manali and
Lahaul and Spiti. Those asso-
ciated with the tourism
mdustry say that the candi-
dates should talk about such
public issues mnstead of vilify-
ing each other

The MNational Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
started the work on widening
of this highway m 2013 but it
15 yet to be completed. The
NHAI had dnaded the project

in five sections — Kiratpur
Nerchowk., Nerchowk-Pan-
doh, Pandoh-Takoli, Takoli-
Kullu and Kullu-Manali— for
the constniction purpose, Of
the five sections, the NHAIT
had completed construction
on three sections — Kimat pur-
Nerchowlk, Takoh-EKullu and
Kullu-Manali — last wyear,
while the work on the Ner-
chowlk-Pandoh and the Pan-
doh-Takoli sections was
underway.

The people assodated with
the tourism industry in Man-
di, Kullu-Manali and Lahaul
and Spiti are happy over the
completion of the three sec-
tions of this highway asitwill
reduce the tmvelling time
considerably betwesn
Chandigarh and Manali

Thev are awaiting the com-
pletion of the work on the
remaining two sections as,

when completed, the high-
way will help facilitate tourist
arrival to the popular tounst
destinations. Last yvear, the
monsoon fury had wreaked
havor in Mandi, Kullu and
Manali and damaged this
highway badly between Man-
di and Manali. The Mandi-
Pandoh road stretch of this
highway remained blocked
for months. This vear, the
NHAI restored the highway
temporanly for tmaffic to
resume, but it 15 still in a bad
condition al many places
between Mandi and Manali.
Recently, for the mainte-
nance of this highway
between Mandi and Pandoh,
the district admimstration
had announced that it would
remnain closed for a few hours
every day for almost a week.
Budhi Prakash, a hotelier in
Manah. says that this road is

the Lfeline of the tourism
mdustry but unfortunately it
15 still incomplete, The block-
age on the highway during
the tourist season will have
an adverse impact at a time
when the tourism industry
had already suffered hupge
losses in the past. The candi-
dates of both BJP and Con-
gress should discuss this
155ue, he demanded.

Anup Thakur, president of
the RKulli-Manali Parvatak
Vikas Mandal, and Gajender
Thakur, state president of the
Federation of Himachal
Haotels and Restaurant Asso-
cation, say that the poor con-
dition of the Kiratpur-Manali
road 15 a major public 1ssue.
The BJP and Congress candi-
dates should clear their stand
on what they will do to get
this road project completed
in a time-bound manner.

8,500 will be credited every
month till the family rises
above the poverty level. He
sail 30 lakh jobs are Iving
vacant in the Central govern-
ment and all these will be
filled as soon as they cometo
DOWET,

The Congress leader said
the day their aliance comes
to power, ‘Agniveer will
become a scheme of the past.
He said ‘Army opposed the
scheme and it was only the
PM who pushed for it
adding that the scheme ore-
ates two different lavers of
pecple in the Armed forees,
thereby  weakening  the
morale of Agniveers.
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Anurag Thakur
dubs Cong Una
rallya ‘flop show’

HAMIRPUR/UNA, MAY 26
Umion Minister Anurag
Thakur on Sunday dubbed
Congress  leader Rahul
Gandhi's rally in Una a
“flop show” and termed the
BJP's rule historic for the
soldiers and — martyrs.
“Chhote mivan (Sukhu's)
puarantees were not ful-
filled in the state and now
bade man (Rahul) gave
two to four more guaran-
tees,” he said.

Referring to the Agniveer
Yojana, Thakur said that 25
per cent of the youth wall
remain permanently in the
Army while reservation
would be given for the
remaining in Central para-
military forces and state
police, and there would be
100 per cent job guarantee
for those becoming Agniveer.

Mentioning the works
done by the BJP govern-
ments for the former and
present serving soldiers in
military-dominated areas,
Thakur said that before
1998, when a soldier
attamed martyrdom, only a
trunk would come to his
house, indicating the sacri-
fice of their brother and son.

However, during the
tenure of BJP PM Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, the mortal
remains of those who were
martyred in the Kargil war
were not only taken to their
homes with respect, but the
government also provided
compensation to the fami-
lies m the form of petrol
pumps or Fas aFencies or in
lump sum, he added.

=

Chief Minister Suk hvinder Singh Sukhu addresses an election
meeting at Kathiana in Barsar constituency on Sunday.

Okayed development
works, but local MLA
shifted loyalties: CM

Dur CORRESPONDENT

HAMIRPUR, MAY 26

Barsar should vote for hon-
esty and reject the corrupt to
strengthen democracy, said
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu while address-
mn g pu blic meetings in Barsar
Assembly constitueney near
here today. He said Barsar
had supported Congress can-
didate in Assembly election
and send him to Vidhan Sab-
ha, but he betrayved people of
the constituency and tned to
destabilise the govemment
along with BJP leaders.

He sawl Barsar was a oon-
gtituency of his home district
and it was his responsibility
to bring development to the
area. He said he had

approved development
works of over Rs 400 crore for
the constituency still local
MLA shifted hislocalities. He
was now seeking shelter 1n
opposition camp,

He added Rs 136-crore
water supply scheme was
proposed for thas area that
would ensure surplus water
to this area that was facing
water crisis since long,

Sukhu urged people to vote
for Congress candidates Sub-
hash Chand Dhatwaha for
Assembly election and Satpal
sSingh Hazada for Lok Sabha
election. He said that the
BJPled government at the
Centre had introduced vari-
ous anti-people schemes like
Apgniveer that would spoil
the future of yvouth.
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for ‘50 paar’ in J&K Assembly

Our CORRESPONDENT

SRINAGAR, MAY 26
A day after the Lok Sabha
elections ended in Kash-
mir, the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) in Kashmir
launched a new slogan —
“00 paar” — for the upcom-
ing Assembly elections.
“We have to start working
for the Assembly polls as the
Prime DMinister and the
Union Home Minister have
already announced that the
elections will be held before
september 31, as per the
guidelines of the Supreme
Court.” said BIP general sec-
retary Ashok Koul while
addressing the media in
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south Kashmir's Anantnag,

As per the final delimitation
omder of May b, 2022, J&K
seats were extended to 90, Of
the 80 Assembly constituen-
cies in the region, 43 will be
part of Jammu region and 47
of Kashmir Nine Assemnbly
geats have been reserved for
STs, of which sbx are in Jam-
mu and three in the Valley.

The Supreme Court had
on December 11 upheld the
Centre’'s move to abrogate
Article 370 and also directed
the Union government to
hold elections in Jammu
and Kashmir by September
30, 2024, and restore state-
hood at the earhest.

The last Assembly elections
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in Jammu and Kashmir were
held in 20014, resulting in a
coaition govermment between
the BJIP and PDP The coakli-
tion govemment fell after the
BJP withdrew its support in
2018 In November 2018, Gon-
ernor Satya Pal Malik dis-
sohved the Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislatve Assembly
after PDP leader Mehbooba
Mufti staked a cdlaim to form
the government.

In March, political parties
in Jammu and Kashmir, eut-
ting across ideological nes,
asked Chief Election Com-
missinner Rajiv Kumar, dur-
ing his wvisit to J&EK. the
urgency to conduct Assem-
bly elections at the earliest.

BIF general secretary Ashok Koul insouth Kashmir's Anantnag on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

3 weeks on, no breakthro

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMBMU, MAY 26

The J&K Police and Army
officials are vet to make an
arrest even after three
weeks of terronst attack on
an Indian Air Force (IAF)
convoy in the Shaistar area
of Poonch distriet, in which
an IAF corporal was killed
in the line of duty and four
others were injured.

While searches in the forest
area of Poonch where the
attack took place on May 4 are
on, the secunty forces have
not got a trace of the terrorists
as they might be using natu-
ral cave hideouts inthe forest
areas of Rajouri-Poonch, also
knowm as Pir Pangal range.

According to sources in
Army intelligence, terror-
15ts who were involved in
the ambush had the knowl-
edge of jungle warfare and
that of hiding in forest
areas. There have been
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AsLS elections end, BJPaims Big turnout reflects govt's successtul
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J&K policy, next step statehood: Shah

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

Union Home Minister Amuit
Shah has said the Modi gov-
ernment's Kashmir policy
has been vindicated by the
successful polling in Jammu
and Kashmir where even
separatists have voted “over
whelmingly”, as he assured
that the Assembly elections
in the region will be held
before September 30. Once
the elections are over, the
government will start the
process of restoring state-
hood to the Union Territory,
Shah said in an interview to
PTI late Saturday:

“I have said in Parliament
that we will give the state-
hood after the Assembly elec-
tions,” he said adding that
everything is going accord-
ing to plan, such as the sur
veys of the Bacloward Classes

and delimitation exercise of

the Assemblyand Lok Sabha
constituencies.

*We have completed the
delimitation process as the
reservation can be given only
after the delimitation process
15 completed to know about
the status of vanous castes(to
give reservation). Lok Sabha
elections are also over (in
Jammu and Kashmir), Next
15 the Assembly election
which will also be held. We
will complete the process

Security personnel during a cordon and search operation in Pooch district. Fie

three similar attacks on
gsecurity forees in Poonch
district since past one year

PM Modi: Not against
Muslims, but Congress
appeasement politics

FROM PAGE 1
“We have been in power for
10 vears with massive man-
dates, which helped us do
things such as the abroga-
tion of Article 370 which
were thought to be mpossi-
ble.. A pgovernment that
could take such big deci-
sions could do anyvthing it
wanted. What did we do? We
extended SC/ST/OBC reser-
vations for more years,” the
Prime Minister said ahead
of the June 1 elections in
eight states and UTs, mchud-
ing Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Chandigarh, UP

Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal
and Jharkhand.

On the frequent Opposi-
tion refrain that central
probe agencies were being
used to target BJP's politi-
cal rivals, Modi said thosze
claiming to be targeted
were the ones from whom
mountains of cash had
been seized. “Yes, the cor-
rupt are being targeted.
The entire country saw
heaps of cash recovered by
the agencies, which shows
that the ED and the CBI
are onthe right track,” said
the Prime Minister.

Cop involved in drug
trafficking dismissed

JABBALT, MAY 26

A police constable booked last
vear under the NDPS Act was
dismissed from service in
Reasi distnct, an offical said
an Sunday Reasi SSP Mohita
sharma ordered the dismissal
of selection prade constable
Tariq Hussain Shah for his pro-
longed unauthorised absence
from duties and alleged
mvalvement in drug tratfick-

ing, a police spoloes person said.
Shah was booked under sec-
tions of the Narcotie Drugs and
Psychotropie Substances Artat
Jammu's Bakshi Nagar police
gtation last vear The delin-
quent official was issued multi-
ple noties but he failed to
report back. Final show cause
notice to him was 1ssued by the
Reasi district police headguar-
terson Apnl 5,2023. —0OC

in which similar tactics
were used by terrorists,
“In all three attacks which

took place n Poonch on April
20 and December 21 last vear
and May 4 this vear, temrorists

/e ¥
et

wF B

-

i O
i, r Ar bu" Ak

- I b

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses a rally in New Delhi. Fie

before the Supreme Court
deadlme.” he said.

On December 11, 2023, the
Supreme Court had directed
the Election Commission of
India to conduct elections in
Jammu and Kashmir by Sep-
tember 30, 2024.

Commenting on the rela-
tively high polling percent-
age in the Kashmir Valley in
the Lok Sabha elections,
shah said he believed that
there has been a big change
in attitudes there. “Voling
percentage has increased.

waited for the convoy of sol-
diers before attacking them.
The attacks were pre-
planned for which internal
mnguiries were also conduct-
ed. However, it is still not
known as to how the ultras
were gble to manage to pet
mformation about the move-
ment of these convoys,” said
ntelligence sources.

The forces had heightened
security measures ahead of
the elections in Rajouri and
Poonch on Saturday Both
the districts are in Anant-
nag constituency.

It is believed that the termr-
ists involved inthe IAF convoy
attack also included a sniper
whowas firing on the two vehi-
cles from inside the forest cov-
erwhile two ultras came out in
open. The Tribune had eadier
reported that one of the three
terrorists was an ex-Pakistan
Army repular who had
recerved tmining in jungle
warfareand techniques to sus-

Some people used tosay that
people of the valley do not
believe in the Indian Consti-
tution, But this election was
held under the Indian Consti-
tution because Kashmir's
Constitution is no longer
there. It was scrapped. Elec-
tion was held under the Indi-
an Constitution. People who
sought a separate country,
even they cast their votes
overwhelmingly, both at the
organisation level as well as
individual people,” he said.
Shah said, Tt was a very big

onch terror attack case

“The natural caves are pro-
viding a cover to these terror-
1sts, who attack security
forces and nun deep into for-
est areas. The security fomes
searching for them are not
able to find these ultras as
they keep on switching their
location in dense forests”
said sources,

Secunty forces are search-
g tor the terrorists with sur-
veillance gadgets, including
drones. Sniffer dogs wene
also used in the searches in
Shaistar, Gursal, Sanai,
Lasana,and Sheendara topin
the Surankote belt and
adjoining areas.

Top Army and police offi-
cials have held a senes of
meetings to form a strategy to
find these terrorists and also
to repel similar attacks m
future. Rajourt and Poonch
districts have witnessed
some of the deadlest attacks
n the recent times.

7 newborns killed in Delhi hospital fire

FROM PAGE 1
resident, DMukesh Bansal
alleged that an unauthorised
oxyeen refilling cvlinder
work was being carried outin
the building. “We had com-
plained about it to the local
counallor as well, but noth-
ng was done. It was all hap-
pening under the nose of the
police” he alleged. Bansal
also said that he used to live
nexct to the hospital but dueto
the illegal work of refiling
evlinders, he shifted to the
next lane.

The police have arrested
the owner of the centre,

Naveen EKhichi, who had
earlier absconded, apart
from one doctor (Dr Akash)
who was on duty at the time
of the fire. The owner has
been booked under Section
336 {endangering personal
safety of others) and Sec-
tion 34A (causing death by
negligence) at the Vivek
Vihar police station.
Dastrict Magistrate Shah-
dara Rishita Gupta, in her
preliminary report, said the
hospital had 12 neconatal
admissions at the time of the
fire, The report said the fire
raged for 81 minutes before it

was brought under control.
“One died onthe spot. The 11
otherswere taken to a nearby
hospital where =1x were
declared dead upon arnval”
the report said.

Fire department officials
said 16 fire tenders were
pressed into service to con-
trol the blaze. Thev said the
rescue efforts were affected
due to a single staircase and
no fire escape.

The front portion of the
hospital was completely
engulfed in flames and the
gstaff rushed out from the
rear side after the fire

erupted. Evewitnesses said
thestaffhadto break a win-
dow in the rear of the build-
ing to escape and rescue
the infants.

Condoling the deaths,
President Droupadi Murmu
prayed for strength to the
bereaved parents. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
called the tragedy “heart-
rending”’ and announced an
ex gratia of Bs 2 lakh for the
next of kin of each
deceased. Chief Minister
Arvind Eejriwal said those
responsible for negligence
would not be spared.

Interior of the Baby Care Hospital; and (right) kin of victims attack Dr Akash as police bring him to the hospital. smanas Ras A BHU & PTI

victory for the democracy
and a hiF success of the
Narendra DModi pgovern-
ment's Kashmir policy,
which it has been pursuing
for the last 10 vears.”

The three seats in the Kash-
mir — Snnagar (38.49 per
cent), Baramulla (591 per
cent) and Anantnag-Rajouri
{53 per cent) — have recorded
the hipghest voter turnout “in
many decades”, the Election
Commission said on Saturday.

When asked why the BIP
did not field any candidate in

the Lok Sabha elections in
the Kashmir Valley, he said
the party was still working on
strengthening its organisa-
tion in the Valley, “We will def-
mitely put up our candidates
mn future. Our organisation is
petting expanded and our
organisationis under process
of strengthening,” he added.
Asked about the possibility
of merger of Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) with
Jammu and Kashmir, Shah
said it 15 his personal belief
that PoK could have been
partof Indiain 194748, but it
pot away because of what he
said was premature ceasefire
by the Jawahadal Nehru gov-
ernment in the first warwith
Pakistan over the repon.
“Had the ceasefire been
declared four days later, PokK
would have beenwith us,” he
said, adding that the possible
merger of PoK with Jammu
Kashmir canonly be decided
after lots of serious discus-
gsions. “Because this 15 an
issue which is veryimportant
for the country,” he said. He
pointed out that the merger
of PoK is part of BJP' s mani-
festo, “Besides, there was a
Parliamentary resolution on
it ... unanimous resolution,
The Congress party may not
realise that they have also
voted forit,” he said. — PTI

Army Chief gets
extension:; to hit..

FROM PAGE]
aFe of superannuation (May
al, 2024) up to June 30,
2024." The MoD cited Rule
16 A (4) of the Army Rules
1954 for the extension.

While the chiefs of all three
services retire at 62, Lt Gen-
eralrank officers and thewr
equivalent in the IAF and
Navy retire at 60.

When General DManek-
shaw's tenure was extended,
his likely sucressor General
¢ Bewoor was also given a
vear's extension. General
Bewoor later went on to
become the Army Chief
because of i, else he would
have retired.

The move of the Modi pov-
ernment has thrown up many
possibilities. A senjor func-
tionary questioned, “If the
Appointments Commuttee of
Cabinet can meet and approve
the extension, it could have
very well appointed a new one
unkess it wanted to supersede
the serdonty line.”

sources said the onpgoing
elections could not be an
excuse for not appointing a
new Army Chief as Navy
Chief Admiral DK Tripatha,

who took over on May 1,
was appointed after the
model code of conduct
came into force.

This one-month exten-
sion would affect the next
two senior-most officers, Lt
(Gen Upendra Dwived: and
Lt Gen Ajai Kumar Singh,
who will also retire on June
3. However, past records
show Air Chief Marshal
REKS Bhadauria took over
as the IAF Chief on the last
day of his service i.e. Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and served
for two vears.

Lt General Dwivedi and Lt
General Singh are batch
mates, but the former 15 sen-
or as per the commissioning

sendority  ie. when they
passed oul from the military
academy:

But the big question is, if
the government allows Gen-
eral Pande, Lt Gen Dwived:
and Lt Gen Singh to retire on
June 30, who 15 the next 1n
line? Northern Army Com-
mander Lt Gen MV Suchin-
dra Kumar would be senior
most, followed by Lt Gen NS
Raja Subramani, Central
Army Commander.

CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION
REGIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENGLISH

SECTOR 32-C, CHANDIGARH
Telephone No: 0172-26T6003
WWW.rieni.org

ADMISSION NOTICE

Applications are invited for admission to the 121st, 14 -week
Postgraduate Certificate in the Teaching of English (PGCTE), a
blended teacher-training programme commencing on 15 July
2024, it will conclude on 19 October 2024, The 9 -week face
to face component (15.07.2024 to 13.09.2024) of the
ijgramma will be conducted at RIE - Sector 32, Chandigarh.

he 5 - week online component of the programme (16.09.2024
to 19.10.2024) will be conducted online and the participants
will return to their place of work for the online mode. The
course is also open for teacher aspirants. The application
form is available on the instituie's we bsite i.e. www.rieni.org.
The filled form must be emailed to the institute by 12 July
2024. The details of the website link for application form and

email ID are given below.

Link on the Website: 121 PGCTE Admission Form

Email ID: driepgcteld2@gmail. com

: Candidates with M.A. (English) or B.Ed. (with
English as one of the teaching subjects)
Below 55 years for in - service teachers and
below 45 years for teachers aspirants’

Mote For 'Teachers aspirants:

s Prospectus and application forms are available at the institute's
website from 1 June 2024 and also at the office counter
during the institute hours from Monday to Friday. The
applicants can pay the application fee of Rs. 200/- online (Bank
details are available on the website)

s Fee: Rs. 3000/- {non - refundable) only for ‘teachers

Eligibility

Age

aspirants'

* The course fee and the form fee are to be deposited in the
Bank Account of this institute. The proof of pﬁmen’[ must be
this office wvia emaill

TEO6678395/post. The original receipt is to be submitted to
the institute on joining the programme.
Sd/- Director
Regional Institute of English
Chandigarh Administration

gsubmitted to

hatsapp No.
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Hamaslaunches barrage ofrockets

into Israel in first strike in months

DEIR AL-BALAH (GAZA), MAY 26
Rocket sirens sounded across
centml Ismel, mncluding in Tel
Aviv, for the first time In
manths on Sunday, as Hamas
claimed to have fired a bar-
rage of rockets from Gaza.

The militants have contin-
ued to fire projectiles at com-
munities amund Gaza more
than seven months into the
war but have not fired lkonger-
range rockets in  months,
There were no mmmediate
reparts of casualties or dam-
age from the latest barrage.

Earlier on Sunday, aid
trucks entered Gara from
southern Israel through a
new agreement to bypass the
Rafah crossing with Egypt
after Israeh forees seized the
Palestinian side of it earlier
this month. But was unclear
if humanitarian  groups
would be able to access the
aid because of onpomn g fight-
ing in the area.

Egvpt refuses to reopen its
gide of the Rafah crossing
until control of the Gaza side s
handed back to Palestinians, It
agreed to temporarily divert
traffic through Israel' s Kerem
cargo ternunal, after a call
between US President Joe
Biden and Egyptian President
Abdel-Fattah el-5issi. But that
crossing has been largely inac-
cessible because of fighting
linked to Ismel's offensive in
the nearby city of Rafah. Ismael
says 1t has allowed hundreds
of trucks to enter, but UN
agencies say it 18 usually too
dangerous o retrieve the aid
on the other side.

The war between Israel and
Hamas, now in its eighth
month, has killed nearly
36,000 Palestinians, according
to local health officals.
Around 80% of the popula-
tion's 2.3 million people have
fled ther homes, severe
hunger is widespread and UN

INFQCUS

E‘ .. " 1 5
Debris in & room that was damaged after rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip towards Herzliva in 1smel on Sunday. REUTERS

NORWAY FORMALLY RECOGNISES PALESTINE

Brussels: Nomway on Sunday handed overdiplormatic papers o
the Palestinian PM inthe latest steptoward recognising a Pales-
tinian state, a largely symbolic move that has infuriated lsrael. re-

land and Spain made a concerted pledge with Norway to recog-
nise a Palestinian state, a historc move that increases lsmel's
isolation more than seven manths into itswar against Hamas.,

AID TRUCKS BEGIN ENTERING GAZA

Cairo: Aid trucks entered Gaza from southem Israelon
Sunday through a deal to bypass the Rafah crossing with
Egypt after Israeli forces seized the Palestinian side of it
this month. Aound 200 aid trucks would enter Gaza
through Kerem Shalom at the southeastern edge of the
Palestinian enclave, bypassing the main Rafah cressing.

officials say parts of the tern-
tory are expenencing famine,
Hamas triggered the war
with its Oct T attack into
Ismel, 1In which Palestinian
militants killed some 1200
people, mostly civilians, and
seired some 250 hostapes.
Hamas 15 still holding some
100 hostages and the remains
of around 30 others after most
of the rest were released dur-
mng a cease-fire last year
Hamas claimed to have cap-
tured an Israedi soldier dunng
fighting in northern Gara and
released video late Saturday
showing a wounded man

being dragged throu gh a tun-
nel The Israel military
denied any of its soldiers had
been captured. and Hamas did
not provide any other evi-
denceto substantiateits claim.

In a separate development,
the Israeli military sad it had
detained a suspect over a
widely amulated wviden 1n
which a man dressed as an
Israell  soldier threatens
mutiny. In the video, the man
said tens of thousands of sol-
diers were ready to disobey
DefenceMinister Yoo Gallant
over his sugpestion that Pales-
tinians should govern Gaza

after the war and pledged loy-
alty to Prime Minister Ben-
Jjamin Netanyahu alone,

It was notclearif the man was
on actve duty, or when or
where the videowasmade. Yair
Netanyahu, the prime minis-
ter's son. had shared the video
on socal media, sparking cnti-
cism from political opponents.
The prime minister's office
released a brief statement cone-
demning all forms of military
subordination.

Norway on Sunday handed
over diplomatic papers to the
Palestinian prime mimster in
the latest step toward recog-

AGRICULTURE

nising a Palestinian state, a
largely symbolic move that
has infurnated Israel.

Ireland and Spain made a
concerted pledge with Nor-
way to recognise a Palestin-
ian state, a historie move that
increases Israel’s isolation
maore than seven monthsinto
its grinding war agamst
Hamas in Gaza, The han-
dover of papers by Norwe-
gian FM Espen Barth Eide to
the prime minister was made
in Brussels, where Moham-
mad Mustafais meetingwith
foreipn mmisters of EU
nations, —AP
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Russian attack on crowded
Kharkivstorekills 14, hurts43

EHARKIVIUKRAINE], MAY 26
A Russian strike on a crowded
DIY hardware store in Kharkiy
killed 14 people and wounded
dozens more, Ukrainian offi-
cials sakd on Sunday; the death
toll rism g as the countrys sec-
ond-largest city reded from
two attacks aday earbier

Two puided bombs hit the
Epicentre DI'Y hypermarket in
a residential area of the city on
Saturday afternoon, Regional
Governor Oleh  Syniehubov
gaid on national elevision.

The strikes caused a mas-
give fire which sent a column
of thick. black smoke billow-
ing hundreds of metres into
the awr Forty-three people
were injured, the local prose-
cutors office said, adding that
ten of the twelve dead had
still not been identified.

EKharkiv  Mavor Thor
Terekhowv said about 120 peo-
ple had been in the hardware
store when the bombs struck.
“The attack targeted the shop-
ping centre, where there were
many people — this is dearly
termonsm,” Terekhow said

In a post on the Telegram
app. Ukraine’s Intenor Minis-
ter Thor Klymenko said 16
people were still missing after

Zelenskyydenounces strike as Moscows 'madness’

A shopping mall that was hit by a Russian missile in Kharkiv. rREuTeRs

the strike. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy issued
a plea to Ukraine's Westem
allwes to help boost air
defences to keep the country's
cities safe. French President
Emmanuel Macron, writing
on soctal media platform X,
denounced the attack on the
store as “unacceptable”.

A sepamateeardy evening mis-
sile strike hit a residential
hiilding n the centre of the
city of 1.3 milkon. The number

Delhi-born Pak actor
Talat Hussain dies at 83

KARACHI, MAY 26

Talat Hussain, one of Pak-
istan's most accomplished
and celebrmated actors, died on
Sunday at a povate hospital
here following a prolonged
illness. Hewas 83.

A radio, TV, theatre, and ¢in-
ema veteran, Hussain was
known for serials such as
“Bandish", “Karwaan”,
“*Hawain" and “Parcharvan”
as well as movies “Chiragh
Jalta Raha”, and Indian film
“Sauten Ki Beti'”

Arts Counwil of Pakistan

Karachi president Ahmed
Shah confirmed the news of
Hussain's death, adding that
the actor had long been
undergoing treatment at a
private hospital in Karachi.

Delhi-born Hussam  was
famous for his baritone voice
and unique acting style.

“His services to the Pak-
1stam television, theatre, film
and radio wil always be
remembered. The wvacium
left by his death can never be
fulfilled.” said Pakistan PM
Shahbaz Sharif, —PTI

of people wounded by that
stnke had dimbed to 25 by
Sunday morning. The missile
left a crater several metres
deep in the pavement at the
foot of the bullding, whach also
housed a post office, a beauty
zalon and a cafe.

Zelenskyy, 1n his nightly
video address. denounced
the strike as “wvet another
example of Russian mad-
ness, There 15 no other wavto
describe it”. — Reuters

Macronlands
inGermany in
rare state visit

BERLIN, MAYZ2H
President Emmanuel
Macron arrved in Germany
on Sunday for the first state
visit by a French head of
state in 24 vears, a three-day
trip meant to underline the
strong ties between the
leading powers. DMacron
and his wife, Brigitte, are
being hosted by Germany's
president, Frank-Walter
steinmeier

Jacques Chirac was the
last French President to vis-
it Germany in 2000. — AP

PRECISION FARMING

What farmers precisely need toraise their income

Inview ofthe

imited scope

for expanding
cultivated land, the
dwindling water
[eSOUIces, fsing
input costsand the
growing demand for
food production,
precision farming
can bea potential
solution for ensunng
sustainable
agrcuttural
production and
raising farm
Incomes. Agri
technology
startupscan

play a key role

by providing
technological
infrastructure and
senvices tofarmers
at reasonable costs.
Therelsaneedto
create widespread
awarenessamong
them by boosting the
agn extensionsystem.

A AMARENDER REDDY
AND TuLst LINGAREDDY

NDIA'S food production
requirement is expanding due
to the rsing demand from the
growing population. The
remarkable prowth in food-
Frain production from
about 50 million tonnes
in 1950-51 to a record
30 milhon tonnes in
2022-23 was largely mnput-
driven, along with significant -
expansion in the area under rriga-
tion. The rrigated crop area mse
fromabout 18 per cent to over S per
cent dunng the past 60 vears, as per
estirnates of the Mind stry of Agncul-
ture. However, the scope for further
expansion in the areaunder cultiva
tion as well as rrigation is mited.
Hence, the ecasting land and water
resources need to be utilised more
efficiently and sustainably.

In addition, the use of chemical
fertilisers has moreased manifold
from about 2 kg per hectare in the
early 1960s to about 141 kg per
hectare in 2022-23 on an average
across the country, according to the
Fertiliser Assonation of India. Fur
ther, the use of fertilisers is much
maore than 200 kg per hectare in
major crop-producing states hike
Andhrma Pradesh, Harvana, Pungab,
Uttar Pradesh and Telangana.
Moreover, there 15 a growing imbal-
ance in nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium (NPK) fertilisers’ use.
The NPK application mtio deterio-
rated to 11.8:4.6:1 in 2022-23 at the
all-India level against the recom-
mended ratio of 4:2:1. At the state
level, the NPK mtio widened to
104.9:39.2:1 ir Rajasthan,
50.8:12.6:1 in Punjab and 435:12:1
in Harvana in 2022-23.

Innovative farming technolo-
gies like precision farming
appear to be a promising solution

Region-wise adoption of precision agriculture technologies

‘ﬁe id rnm"rtmng and mapping, variable rate fertiliser
application, sprayversection controllers, infield soil sensors

SOURCE: GLOBAL FARMER
| NSIGHTS SURVEY, MeRENSEY,
MAY 2022

.

Global 18%
North America 28%
South America 27 %

Furope 21%

Asia 4

Remote sensing

B Realtime information - Based on data-driven recommenda-

onsail moisture,
nutriert levels, crop
health, and insect
infestations is
providedthrough

tions, VRT systems modify application

ofinputs, including fertilisers,
herbicides and water. By preventing
waste and reducing usage, this helps
the ervironment and saves money.

VARIOUS PRECISION FARMING TECHNOLOGIES
Variable rate technology (VRT)

Data analytics and machine learning

B To produce useful insights, sophisticated
algorithms analyse the enormous amounts
of data gathered from mary sources. Crop
yields, disease outhreaks and the best
dates to growa crop can all be predicted
Lsing machine learming algorithms.

drones, satellite and
aerial photography,
Eround-based
sensors, ete. Farmers
can use thisinforma-
tion o decide when to
use irrigation, fertilis-
ers & pest contral.

loT and sensors

sensors implanted in machineryand
equipment; monitors and controls fanmming
activities in real tirme. Data ontemperatu re,
hurnidity, soil cond itions and ather
variables is gathered by these sensors.,

Geospatial technology

| B | nternetof Things (loT) technology connects | ®Geospatial technology helps in generating
maps and analysing spatial data. This

helps farmers better understand their
land, plan irrigation systerms and optimise
planting patterns based on soil variability

and topography.

for enhandang crop production
sustainably and reducing the cost
of cultivation with efficient use of
input resources, thereby fetching
better returns for farmers.
Precision farming, also known
as precision agriculture, 1s a new
method of crop production using
the latest advances in agricultur-
al technology and practices for
precise application of inputs for

enhancing the quality and quan-
tity of the output. It is a data- and
technology-driven crop produc-
tion management for maximis-
ing yields with optimal use of
inputs. It involves collection,
maintenance and analysis of
data from multiples sources on
various aspects of farming, such
as soil characteristics, weather
patterns, crop growth perform-

ance, pest infestations, ete. It
emplovs remote sensing, vari-
able rate technology, the Internet
of Things, global positioning sys-
tem, drones, sensors, ete. Fur-
thermore, the fast-paced
advances in machine learmng
and artificial intellipence are also
finding potential applications in
precision farming for predicting
pest outbreaks and automation

of farm practices like irrigation.

An important and erueial benefit
of predsion famrming is that it can
potentially reduce the excessive
use of input resources with accu-
rate application as per the require-
ment. This, in turn, will belp in
mmproving the ncomes and prof-
tability of farmers by reducing
mputcosts. Controlled application
of chemical nputs and water will
also help in reducing environmen-
tal pollution and conserving natu-
ral resources. A report by the
Council on Energy, Environment
and Water indicated that precision
farming helped in increasing yield
by 30-200 per cent across various
crops using rrigation-curmn-fertilis-
er application (fertipation) sys-
tems, In a pilot project conducted
m Telangana, there was 21 per cent
merease in yield per acre, § per
cent reduction in pesticide use, 5
per cent drop in fertiliser usage
and 8 per cent improvement in out-
put prices due to enhanced quality.

A major challenge for the wide-
gpread adoption of precsion
farming is its high economic cost.
It requires substantial amount of
data covering soi moisture levels,
soll nutrient status, crop health,
pest infestation, weather pat-
terns, ete. A substantial amount
of capital is required, apart from
machinery and equipment for
remote sensing, real-time meas-
urement of sail fertility and mois-
ture. Scalability and custom-fit-
ting to the small farm size 1s
another uphill task.

Creating awareness and dissem-
mating technical knowhow among
farmers are a must. Simple prea-
sion farming practices ke micro
rrigation and fertigation may be
feasible for farmers to learn and
use with initial traiming. But,
advanced technolopies like the use
of remote sensing, dimones, sensors

measunng real-time soil fertility
and moisture require special train-
ing and dedicated personnel.

Globally, precision farming is
gaining popularity, particularly
for variable fertiliser application
and yield mapping following a
significant rise in the cost of
inputs and labour.

In India, the National Committee
on Precsion Apriculture & Horti-
culture under the Ministry of Agn-
culture & Farmers’ Welfare pro-
motes  precision  agriculture
through Precision Farming Devel-
opment Centres (PFDCs). At pres-
ent, there are 22 PFDCs located in
all agro-cimatic zones acrross the
country, providing tmining, trans-
fer of technolo gy, trials and demon-
strations on the crops specific to
the cultivated repion. Neverthe-
less the progress inthe adoption of
precision farming is largely con-
fined to micro-irrigation and large-
Ly for horticultural crops.

Thus, in view of the imited scope
for expanding cultivated land, the
dwindling water resources, rising
input costs and the gpgmowmng
demand for food production, prec-
sion famming can be a potential
solution for ensuring sustainable
agricultural production and rais-
ing farm incomes. Apricultural
technology (aptech) startups can
play a erucial role by providing
technological infrastructure and
services to farmers at reasonable
costs, There 15 a need to create
widespread awareness among
farmers by strenpthening the agn-
cultural extension system.

Reddy 1sJomt Divector, School of
Crop Health Policy Suppont
Research, ICAR-National Institute of
Brotie Stress Management, Rorpur;
Lingareddy 15 asenior ecomomist
{sustamaoble finonee & agriculture),
Mumba. Views are personal

Send your feedback lo lellers@ tribunemail.com
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KKR crush
SRHtowin
third IPL title

CHENNAIL MAY 26

Mitchell Starc was mapical
Andre Russell was mes-
merising. Gautam Gambhir
remained stoic. Shah Rukh
Ehan hid his emotions
behind a mask., Those con-
trasting pictures vividly con-
veved Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers annihilation of Sunrisers
Hyderabad in alopsided final
to bag their third Indian Pre-
mier League title here today.

Ina season of start-to-finish
domination, KEKR's bowling
unit was inch-perfect, leaving
Sunrisers m a shambles
while bowling them out for a
paltry 113 1n 18.3 overs, Itwas
the lowest ever score in the
tournament’s summit clash.

Venkatesh Iver (52 not out
off 26 balls, with 4 fours and
a sixes), a forgotten India
all-rounder, then helped
EER complete the formali-
ties in just 10.3 overs.

He also ensured that fel-
low Iver — skipper Shrevas
— had a ‘Knight' to remerm-
ber after end uring a harrow-
ing last four months.

Rahmanullah Gurbaz (39)
was useful with the bat after
being effective behind the
stumps with three catches. It
was a perfect night for him
too as he had to leave in the
middle of the tournament to
attend his ailling mother who
15 admitted in a Kabul hospi-
tal. He came back after Eng-
lishman Phil Salt had to
report back for national duty:

The match was one-sided,
the victory was chinical and it
smelt of one thing — Team
Spirit. Evervone had an
enticing back story as they
got together to become the
third team after CSK and MI
to win three IPL titles,

In 2012, at this wery

BRIEFLY

MEW YORK

Rohit reaches NYC, Kohli,
Hardik to join team later
Skipper RohitShama was
among the 10 Indiasguad
members that landed herein
the morning for the T20 Word
Cup withVirat Bohli andvice
captain Hardik Pandya being
the notable absenteesin the
first batch of arivals. Also part
of the travelling party was head
coach Rahul Dravid andthe rest
of the support staff. lasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed 5iraj,
Suryakumar Yadaw, Rishabh
Pant, Shivam Dube, Ravindra
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadaw and Axar
Patel were the other plaversto
arrive. Reserve players
Shubman Gill and Khaleel
Ahmedwere also with them.

MEW DELHI

Swimmer Srihari wins silver
in Mare Nostrum

Indian swimmer Srihari Natara
clinched the siver medal in the
50m backstroke event at the
30th Mare Nostrum swimming
tour at Canet-en-Roussillon in
France. Matara), whocompeted
at the Tokyo Olympics, clocked
25.50 seconds. Nataraj's
personal best 5 25.11 The
a0m backstroke & nor-
Olympicsevent. No Indian
swimmer has madethecut for
the Paris Games till now.

ANTWERP

Women's hockey team loses
to Argentinain Pro League
The Indianwomen's hockey
team continued its winless
streak in the Belgium leg of the
FIH Pro League, slumping to 0-3
defest against Agentina here
today. The Indian team will now
take onGemany in its next
matchinLondon onJunes L

BENTOMN HARBOR (LIS}

Atwal climbs to T-29 at
Senior PGA Championships
Indian golfer Arjun Atwal rose
to T-29 with a card of 68 in the
third round of the Senior PGA
Championship here. Atwal is
1-under for three rounds. Ernie
Els birdied his final hole for &
2-under 69, giving him a share
of the lead with Greg
Chalmers. AGENCIES

TODAY ON TV

FRENCH OPEN
SONY SPORTS 2:30PM

SPORT

KNIGHTS BECOME KINGS
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KKR'S F‘LA‘I"EH':: E‘ELEE‘HATE THEI H VICTORY IN THE IPL FINAL AGAINST SUNRISERS HYDERAEBAD IN CHENNAI ON SUNDAY. r

ground., Gambhir had
stamped his credentials as
an astute skipper leading
KEKR to their maiden title, A
dozen vears later, Gambhir,
the tactician behind the
scenes, ensured that when
the T20 World Cup ends
next month, the Indian
ericket board will be able to
convinee him to change the
colour of his jersey and the
dug-out for the next three
and a half vears.

There is head coach Chan-
drakant Pandit, whose leg-
end in Indian cricket contin-
ues to grow. ‘Chandu Sir’

always knew how to win
Ranji Trophies but that feel-
ing of being a coach of an
[PL-winning team would
taste equally sweet.

In the past few years, Sunil
Narine (488 runs and 17
wickets) had lost his mojo as
a batter and he red iscovered
it this vear. Boy! That's a
story for another day.

Just ke the qualified archi-
tect that he 15, Varun
Chakravarthy (21 wickets),
who was panned for being
unfit when he played bnefly
for India three seasons back,
made a crafty comeback.

BRIEF SCORES

BSRH: 113 alloutin 18.3
overs (Cummins 24,
Russell 3/19, Starc
2/14, Harshit 2/24) vs
KKR:114/2 in10.3
overs (Venkatesh 52%,
Gurbaz 39)

The story of two unherald-
ed parers — Harshit Rana
and Vaibhav Arora — show-
ing what feadessness and big
heart mean at the big stage
too would remain roseate.

And then there was man
for all seasons Andre Russell,
muscling those sixes and

slipping inthose fast deliver-
124 to make all the difference.

When skipper Shrevas
came in, the '‘Chak De
India’ song started blar-
ing from the speakers and
by the time it ended, Shah
Rukh, still recovering
from a bout of dehydra-
tion, went down to join his
boys in celebration.

But it all started with
Starc (214) justifving his
eyve-popping auction billing
of Rs 2475 crore with a
magical dehivery.
who peaked at the right
time after a disappointing

Stare,

Hm’ ﬁ."l..-.-ﬂm_ﬂ-...,-,h e st e p— 4

league phase, made full use
of overcast conditions as
the league’s break-out
voungster Abhishek Shar-
ma (2} ot one that swung
late, drawing him forward.
The delivery eluded the
outside edge of Abhishek's
bat and clipped the off-bail.

The delivery could have
got any batter out and it was
just that the unfortunate
Abhishek’'s name was writ-
ten on it on the day. It was
the kind of ball that would
always send shivers down
the spine of those sitting in
the dug-out. — PTI

Sindhu loses in final after late meltdown

MALAYSIA MASTERS

KUALA LUMP UR, MAY 26
PV Sindhu blew away an 11-
Jlead inthe dedding game of
the Malavsia Masters final
agamst Wang Zhi Y1, missing
out on a great opportunity to
end her title drought here
today. The trophy was well
within her reach but the
world No. 15 suffered a melt-
down after the final change
of ends to go down 21-16 5-21
16-21 apgainst the Chinese
world No. T in T9minutes.

Fifth szeed Sindhu's last
wins came at the Singapore
Open and the Common-
wealth Games in 2022, She
finished runnerup at the
Madrid Spamn Masters last
vear Interestinpgly, Sindhu
had defeated Wang in the
Singapore Open final.

The title would have been

PV Sindhu lost
2116521162 to
WangZhiYi arsn

the icing on the cake but her
impressive run to the final
will still pive her a lot of con-
fidence as Sindhu looks to
put the finishing touches
ahead of the Paris Olympics,

“It's sad that I didn't pet

Dipa makes hlstory

First Indian gymnast
to win gold in Asian
Championships

TASHEKENT, MAY 26
Top gymnast Dipa Karmakar
today became the first Indian
to win a golkd medal in the
Asian Senior Championships
as she clinched the vellow
metal in the women's vault
event here. The 30-vear-old
Dipa secured an average of
13.566 in the vault final on the
last day of competitions.
Dipa, who had finished
fourth in the vault final at
the 2016 Rio Olympics, had
won a bronze medal in the
same event in the 2015 edi-
tion. Ashish EKumar had
won a bronze medal in indi-
vidual floor exercise in the
2015 edition. Pranati Nayak
had also bagged bronze

Dipa won the vault gold. ALe

medals in the vault event in
the 2019 and 2022 editions.
However, Dipa. who
returned to action last vear
after a 21-month suspension

fora doping offence, is out of

contention for the Pars
Olympics, She finished 16th
inthe all-round category with
a score of 46 .166. The Asian
Championship was the final
Obympies qualifier — PT1

Deepika returns empty-handed from World Cup

YECHEON (SOUTH KOREA: Deepika Kurmari fell short of a succes-
sive World Cup medal in her international comeback after
becoming a mather, losing towoarld No. 2 Lim Sihyeon and Na.
3 Alejandra Valencia here today Indian archers returned empr
ty-handed in the recurve category, while securing two medals
{one gold and one silver) in the compound section of the Woarld
Cup Stage 2. South Korea's Lim prevalled 28-26, 28-28, 28-
27, 2727 inthe semifinal. Fighting for bronze, Deepika lostto
Mexico's Valencia 26-29, 26-28, 28-25, 2725, 26-29. r1

the result that I had expect-
ed. I should have pulled it
off,. mamtaining the lead,
but there were really good
rallies,” Sindhu said.
“Overall, I can say that it's
been a very good match. It's

Boxers Dey,
Jamwal get
easywins

BANGKDE, MAY 26
Indian boxers continued
their dominant run on Day 3
of the second world qual-
fiers for the Paris Olympics
as Abhinash Jamwal
(63.5kg) and Nishant Dev
{Tlkg) comfortably won
their bouts here today
Jamwal, who has replaced
Obympian Shiva Thapainthe
second qualifiers, was at his
best  against Andriejus
Lavrenovas of Lithuania in
his first-mound bout. The
Himachal Pradesh boxer was
dinical with his punches in
the opening round and domi-
nated the ring as the bout
went on to earn a 5-0verdict.
Wordd Cham pionships
bronze medallist Dev also
secured a 540 win over
Armando Bighafa of Guinea-
Bissau. Dev never looked
under any kind of pressure as
he controlled the bout from
the first minute and contin-
ued with his flurry of punch-
es in the second mound to put
the opponent completely on
the back foot. — PTI

a bit disappointing, but a lot
of positives to take from this
match and the whole tourna-
ment as well. I am happy that
I reached the finals, T played
well These matches will def-
initely give me a lot of confi-

It's sad that | didn't get
the resultthat | had
expected. | should
have pulled it off. ...but
a lot of positives to
take from this match
and the whole
tournament as well.
PV Sindhu

dence.” she added.

Sindhu used a combina-
tion of poise and power to
dominate the proceedings
against the reigning Asian
champion for most part of
the match but it afl fell apart
after the break in the decider
as the trophy slipped out of
her hands. Sindhu she fell
into a pool of errors as Wang
waon 18 of the next 23 points
to seal the trophy. — PT1
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Injury scare for
Neeraj, pulls out
of Golden Spike

NEW DELHI, MAY 26
Olympics champion javelin
thrower Neera) Chopma today
clanfied that he 1s not injured
but has pulled out of the
Ostrava Golden Spike meet
n Czech Republic on May 28
as a precautionary measure
after he felt “ something” with
his adductor muscles dunng
a recent training session.
Chopra said he would not
want to risk mjury mn an
Olympies year and hence
decided to skip the prest-
Aous meet. “Fillowing a
recent thmowing session, 1
decdded not to compete 1n
Ostrava as] felt something in
my adductor, I have had prob-
lems with it in the past and
pushing it at this stage can
lead to injury,” Chopra posted
online, *Just to clarify, I am

©® Precaution

Following a recent
throwing session, |
decided notto
compete in Ostrava
as | felt something
in my adductor. |
have had problems
with it in the past
and pushing it at
this stage can lead

to injury. Neeraj Chopra

not injured but I don't want
to take any nsk during the
Olympice vear so had to take
this decision. Once I feel it's
fully recovered, I will get back
to competitions,” he added.
Chopra's clarification came
just hours after the organis-
ers of the prestigious meet
zaid he has decided to skip
the event due to an injury he
sustained while training two
weeks ago. “Due to an injury
that he sustained in traming
two weeks apo (adductor
muscle) he will not be able to
throw in Ostrava, but he will
arnve at the event asa guest,”
the orpganisers of Golden

Spike said eadier in the day.
This was to be Chopra's
first foray at the meet, which
15 a World Athleties Continen-
tal Tour Gaold event. —

PTI

Race walk added
to Inter-State meet

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MNEW DELHI, MAY 26

The Athletics Federation of

India (AFI) will add the race
walk event to thelist of com-
petitions at the National
Inter-state Senior Athletics
Championships, which will
be the last chance for Indian
athletes to make the grade
for the Paris Olvmpics.

The AFI had dropped race
walk from the part of the pro-
pramme in its May circular to
announce the event, 1o be
held in Panchkula on June
27-30. However, with Servin
Sebastian  and  Arshpreet
Singh dropping out of the list
of athletes who have
achieved the Pans qualifving
mark and the race wallang
team facing difficulty to par-
ticipate in Europe, the AFI
has had a change of heart.

Asof now, Akshdeep Singh.
Surj Panwar, Ram Baboo,
Vikash Singh and Paramjeet
sSingh Bisht have all achieved
the qualifying mark of 1 hour,
20minutes, 10 seconds. Each
national federation can send
amaamum of three athletes.

The Zahoracka Dvadsiatka

1in Slovakia was to be a tnal,
with the top three Indian fin-
1shers were to be selected for
the Paris Olyvmpics.

In the World Athletics
Race Walking Tour silver
event inSlovakia, Akshdeep
clocked 1:20:52 to finish
third. Servin and Arshpreet
finished seventh and 15th,
respectively. The team trav-
elled to Slovakia without
their coach Tatiana Sibileva.

“The AFT will issue a fresh
circular that wall add mace
walk to the list of competi-
tions, It was discussed that
gsince the inter-state champi-
onship was the last event for
qualification, it should be the
same for the race walkers as
well” said a source, *“We are
expecting the new circular to
be out by Monday,” he added.

This will be music to the
ears of Servin and Arsh-
preet, who had made the
qualifying standards at the
MNational Open Race Walk-
ing Competition in Chandi-
garh 1n Januaryv. However,
due to faulty reading, a few
complaints and suspicion of
manipulation, a few of the
results were revised later,

Alcaraz hits the ground running

Spaniard shows no 5|gr1 of discomfort in comeback from forearm injury

PARIS, MAY 26
Carlos Alcaraz laid down an
early statement to his rivals
at Roland Garros, where the
third seed cruised to an open-
mg victory aganst JJ Wolf.
Alearaz wrapped a6-16-2 6-
1 trivmph in just one hour, 51
minutes on Court Philippe-
Chatner, The Spaniard’s
routine win at the clay-
court Major will be a confi-
dence booster for a player
who had not competed for
more than three weeks due
to a nght forearm injury.
“I'm really happy to be
back, to be back here in
Pans, to be back competing
again,” said Alcaraz. “It's
been a really difficult month
for me. I love competing, 1
love playing tenms, and to
stay away from that was
hurtful forme . I tried every-
thing Icoulddotobeat g
my 100 per cent here #§
in Paris, to show my [
best tennis, and I
think I didit today”
Alearaz said he was
forced to hold back on his
forehand during his quarter-
final run in Madrid at the

Carlos Alcaraz cruised to a 61 6-2 6-1victory against 1) Wolf. REUTERS

3. start of the month, and
Uk he later withdrew
i from another ATP
i Masters 1000 event in
: Rome due to the arm

 injury. Apainst Wolf,
however, Alearaz most defi-
nitely did not hold back with
his gmundstrokes, and he

deploved his trademark
heavy forehand to preat
effect throughout the pair's
maiden meeting. “I would
have loved to have plaved
more matches (this month),
but I don't think I need too
many matches to get to 100
per cent,” said Alcaraz.

0Osaka's hard-fought win
Naomi Osaka marked her
seventh appearance in Pans
with a 1-6 64 7-5 first-round
victory over Lucia Bronzetts.
“There were moments |
plaved pretty well, but I was
nervous and got really tight,”
Osaka said. — Agencies
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Rajkot gamingzone fire toll 35; 2 held

FIR against all six partnersi Facahty didn’t have fire NOC, propersafety equapment, say police

FAJ KL, MAY 265

The police have registered an
FIR agamnst s partners of a
game zone in Gujarat’s Rajkot
city on charges of culpable
homiadde not amounting to
rurder and arrested two per-
sons after a fire there killed 35
persons (as per JANS), offi-
cials said on Sunday:

The local police in Novems-
ber 2023 pranted a booking
licence to the gaming zone,
which was renewed for the
pertod from January 1 to
December 31, 2024, Rajkot
Police Commissioner Raju
Bhargava told reporters.

“The pgame zone had
received permissions from
the roads and buildings
department. It had also sub-
mitted a proof of fire safety
equipment to obtain the fire
NOC which was under
process and not vet complet-
ed." the official said.

Thirty-five persons, inchid-
ing children, were killed and
three others injured in the
massive fire that swept
through the TRP pame zone
in the Nana Mava locality
teemming with people who
WEre enjoyving a summer
vacation outing on Saturday
evening, officials earhier said.

As per the FIR, the accused
persons erected a S0-metre-
wide and 60-metre-long struc-
ture with the height of around
two-three storevy building
using metal sheet fabrication
to create a game 2one,

They did not have proper
fire fighting equipment and
had not obtained the no-
objection certificate (NOC)
from the local fire depart-
ment, thereby endanpering
the hves of people despite
knowing that a blaze insucha
structure could cause deaths
and injunes, said the FIR.

Yuvrajsinh Solanki, a part-
ner in the Raceway Enter-

12hurtafterQatar

Airwaysplane
hitsturbulence

LONDON, MAY 26

Twelve persons were injured
when a Qatar Airways plane
flying from Doha to Dublin
on Sunday hit turbulence,
airport authorties said.

The Dublin airport said in
a statement that fhight
QRO17, a Boeing 787
Dreamliner, landed safely
as scheduled before 1 pm
(1200 GMT).

It said that upon landing

the amcraft was met by
emergency services, includ-
ing airport police and the
fire and rescue department,
“due to six passengers and
5ix crew... reporting injuries
after the aireraft experr
enced turbulence while air-
bome over Turkey."”
Qatar Airways said in a
staterment that “a small
number of passengers and
crew  sustamed — minor
injuries and are now receiv-
ing medical attention”.

The incident comes five
days after a UK man died of
a suspected heart attack and
several others were injured
when a Singapore Airlines
flight from London hit
severe turbulence, — AP

NN

prise, which operated the
TRP pame zone, and the
entertainment faclity's man-
ager Nitin Jain have so far
been amvested, Bajkot Deputy

| PM ANNOUNCES T2L EX-GRATIA COMPENSATION

Prime Minister Narendra Maodi has announced an ex-gra-
tia compensation of T2 lakh fromthe PM's National Relief
Fund for the next of kin of each deceased. The injured per-
sons would be given 50,000, the Prime Minister's Office
said on X. The Gujarat Government has also announced
anex-gratia compensation of Rs 4 lakh to kin of each
deceased and Rs 50,000 to the injured persons.

Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel with others at the fire site in Rajkot; and {below) a relative of avictim outside & morgue. PTiREUTERS

FAMILY LOSES FIVE MEMBERS IN INFERNO _.

Afun weekend outing turned tragic for the Jadeja family,
which lost five of its members in the massive fire. Of the

five members of the family who are missing or presumed
dead, three are children in the age group of 10-15 years.
Meanwhile, the DNA samples of the bodies and victims'
relatives have been collected for the identification of the
deceased, said officials on Sunday. Fmi

Commissioner of Police
(crime) Parthrajsinh Gohil
said. The sox persons against
whom the case was registered
by the Rajkot taluka police in

Receiving threats after
YouTubers one-sided
video, claims Maliwal

TrIBUNE NEWS S ERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

AAP's HRajva Sabha MP
Swatl Maliwal on Sunday
alleged she had been pet-
ting rape and death threats
following a “character
assassination orchestrat-
ed” by her party leaders
and volunteers,

In a post on X Malnwal
expressed her distress, oaimm-
ing the situation escalated
after a “one-sided” video by
YouTuber Dhruv Rathee
against her. “After the leaders
and volunteers of my party
Le. AAP orchestrated a cam-
paign of character assassina-
tion, victim shaming and fan-
ning of emotions against me,
I have been getting rape and
death threats. This got further
exacerbated when YouTuber
fDhruv Rathee posted a
one-sided video against me,”
Maliwal wmte on X,

Accusing the party lead-
ership of tryving to intimi-
date her into withdrawing
her complaint, Maliwal

11 killed as gravel-loaded
truck overturns on bus in UP

SHAHJAHANPUR (UP), MAY 26
Eleven pil prims headed to the
Purnagiri temple in Uttarak-
hand were killed when a grav-
el-loaded dumper truck over-
turned on their bus, a senior
offical sad on Sunday.

Ten other pil grims were seri-
ously injured in the Saturday
night incident and have been
admitted to Government

Medical College here, the offi-
aal  said.  Shahjahanpur
supenntendent of Police
Ashok Kumar Meena said the
madent occuwrred at Hajiva-
pur village under the Khutar
police station area when the
privately owmed bus had halt-
ed at a madside eatery on its
way to the temple in Uttarak-
hand’s Tanakpur. — PTI
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voiced her disappointment
with Rathee, saying despite
her attempts to contact him
and share her side of the
story, he ignored her calls
and messages,

“The manner in which the
entire party machinery and
its supporters have attempt-
ed to vilify and shame me
speaks volumes about their
stand on women's issues. [
am reporting these rape and
death threats to the Delhi
Police. I hope they take
strong actionagainst the per-
petrators,” Malmwal added.

Maliwal hsted sewveral
points that she felt were
overlooked in Rathee's a lit-
tle over two-minute video,
including the AAP's *U-
turn after acknowledging
the incident, findings from
an MLC report revealing
her injuries, selective
release of video footage fol-
lowed by formatting of
accused’'s phone and cir-
cumstances  surrounding
the accused's arrest from
the crime scene”,

the wee hours of Sunday are
Dhaval Corporation propn-
etor Dhaval Thakkar, Race-
way Enterpnse partners
Ashoksinh Jadeja, Kiritsinh

Jadeja, Pmkashehand Himn,
Yuvrajginh Solanki and
Rahul Rathod, as per the
FIR. The Gujarat Govern-
ment has also formed a five-

member SIT headed by
state  Additional Director
(reneral of Pohee Subhash
Trvedi to investigate the inci-
dent. — PTT Agencies

Che CTribune
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Man-made disaster:
Gujarat HC takes
Suo motu note offire

AHMEDABAD, MAY 265

A Special Bench of the Gujarat
High Court on Sunday took
suo motu cognisance of the
fire mrident at a game zone in
Rajkot which left 35 persons
dead and said it was prima
facie a "man-made disaster”,

Such gaming zones and
recreational  facbties have
come up without the neces-
sary approvals from compe-
tent authorities, the Bench of
Justices Biren Vaishnav and
Desvan Desal observed.

The Bench directed advo-
cates ofthe Ahmedabad, Vado-
dara, Surat and Rajkot munic-
ipail corporations to appear
before it on Monday with
mstructions as to under what
prosvasions of law the authori-
ties led these units to be set up
or continue to operate under
their jurisdiction.

Children were among the 35
persons killed and three oth-
ers injured in the massive fire
that swept through the pame
zone in Rajkot teeming with
people enjoying a summer
vacation outing on Saturday

A rEIatr-.'E of a victim breaks d{:n.lm at & hospitalin Rajkol. rREUTERS

Cyclone ‘Remal’ hits Bengal, Bangladesh

NEW DELHI, MAY 26

The landfall of severe
cvelonic storm Remal’ com-
menced on Sunday evening
between West Benpal and
Bangladesh coasts with an
intensity of 110 to 120 kmph,
gusting to 1356 kmph, the
Met office said.

The landfall process of
severe eyelonic storm Remal
commenced over the adjacent
coasts of West Bengal and
Banpladesh between Sapar
Island and Ehepupara dose to

1 LAKH MOVED TO SAFETY

B \ore than one lakh people in vulnerable areas shifted

= PM chairs meeting to review preparedness for cyclone

BAir, rail, road traffic affected; red alert infour Tripura districts

the southwestof Monglain the
neighbouring country” the
Met said. Gale wind speed
reaching 110 to 120 kmph,
pgusting to 135 kmph, was pre-
valling along and off West Ben-
gal and Bangladesheoasts and
north Bay of Bengal and is
likedy to continue for the next
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gsix hours and decrease there-
after, the Met added.

The Navy has initiated
preparatory actions and is fol-
kemiang standard operating pim-
cedures o start ahumanitanan
assistance and disaster relief
(HADRE) response in the after-
math of the cydone The situa-

tion is being dosely monitored
at the Naval Headaquarters, with
comprehensive  preparatory
actions bemng undertaken by
the Eastern Naval Command
Headguarters, the Navy said.
It has readied two ships
equipped with relief and
medical supplies for imme-
diate deployment. Addi-
tionally, naval aviation
assets, including Sea King,
Chetak helicopters and
Dornier aircraft, are on
standby. — TNS/Agencies

People move their I:nelnnglngs away frﬂm the seashore amid rain in South 24 Parganas district of West Bengal on Sunday. Fn

evening, as per the officials,

Chief Minister Bhupendm
Patel visited the incident site
at Nana-Mava road on Sunday
moming amnd a hospital where
the injured persons weme
admitted.

"We are shocked to read
newspaper reports  which
indicate that the gaming zone
at Rajkot appears to have tak-
en advantage of the loopholes
in the Gujarat Comprehen-
gsive General Development
Contml Repulations (GDCR).
These entertainment zones,
as newspapers suppest, have
come up without the neces-
sary approvals from the com-
petent authorities.” the court
observed. The HC also want-
ed to know from the state
government and the munic-
pal corporations  “whether
such licences, inchuding the
lice nees toits use and compli-
ance of fire safety regula-
tions” were grven to these
respective  (entertainment)
zones that are in territorial
Jurisdiction of these corpora-
tions. — PTL/ Agencies
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SCtohearBJP’s
pleaagainst HC
orderonpollads

NEWDELHI, MAY 26

The Supreme Court will take
up on Monday the BJP's
petition challenging a Cal-
cutta High Court order
restraining the saffron party
from publishing alleged
derogatory advertisements
against the TMC and its lead-
ers during the ongoing Lok
sabha poll as they violated
the model code of conduct.

The BJP's petition is list-
ed before a Vacation Bench
of Justice JK Maheshwari
and Justice EV
Viswanathan on May 27.

The top court had on Friday
agreed to consider the BJP's
petition after it was men-
tioned before a Vacation
Bench led by Justice Bela M
Trivedi for urgent listing.

A Division Bench of the
Caleutta High Court had on
May 22 refused to mterfere
with a single-judge order
restraining the BJP from
publishing ‘derogatory '
advertisements against the
TMC and its leaders, sayving
“Lakshman Rekha” should
not be crossed and there
should not be any personal
attacks. — TNS

Cancer cases rising among people below 40, says study

NEW DELHI, MAY 20

Twenty per cent of cancer
patients who called an NGO-
run helpline to seek a second
opinion were below 40 years,
mdicating a rise of cancer
Incdences amongst yvounger
pecple, data from the organi-
sation stated.

There were 1,368 callers
between March 1 and May 15,
according to the CancerMulkt
Bharat Fhundation, launched
by a proup of oncologists.

The study showed that 60
per cent of the cancer
patients below the age of 40
were men. [t also found that
the most prevalent cases
were head and neck cancer
(26 per cent), closely fol-

Iowed by pgastrointestinal
cancers (16 per cent), breast
cancer (15 per cent}and then
blood cancers (9 per cent).

The most number of calls
were from Hydembad, fol-
lowed by Meerut, Mumbai
and New Delhi, a statement
by the NGO said.

The helpline number {93-
805-20202) was launched for
the patients to seek second
opinion free of cost. It 15 oper-
ational from 10 am to 5 pm
from Monday to Saturday.

Cancer patients can call the
helpline number to speak to
leadin g oncologists directly or
even doa video callto discuss
their cancer treatment,

Dr Ashish Gupta, principal

60% RESPONDENTS MEN

B The Cancer Mukt Bharat Foundation, launched by a
group of oncologists, has found in its study that 60 per
cent of cancer patients below the age of 40 are men

Bt also found that the most cancer cases were of head
and neck {26%), closely followed by gastrointestinal
{16%), breast (15%) and blood (9%)

mvestigator and senior oncol-
ogist who 15 heading the Can-
cer Mukt Bharat Campaign,
said since the launch of the
helpline number, it had
proven to be a support system
for cancer patients across
India and almost hundreds of
calls were recerved daily.
"This study helps us make
a more targeted cancer
approach towards treatment

and make India ‘Cancer
Mukt' We found head and
neck cancer was most preva-
lent which is nearly entirely
preventable by lifestyle
modification, vaccinations
and screening strategies
Breast and colon cancers
have very effective screen-
ing strategies for finding
cancer in the early stages.
Unfortunately, as is repre-

sentative of the population
at large in India, we found
nearly two-thirds of cancers
were detected late likely due
to low adoption of proper
sereening,” Dr Gupta said.
The study also found that 27
per cent of cases diagnosed in
India are in stages 1 and 2 of
cancer whereas 63 per cent
are in stage 3 or 4 cancer. The
mast commeaon question of the
cancer patients was for a sec-
ond opinion and to confimm
whether their cancer treat-
ment was comrect and up to
date. Some also check the
availability of the latest treat-
ment or medicine to treat
their respective cancer as in
cancer treatment as new

medicines are  approved
almost every week, he said.

The second most common
gquestion we found was
patients asking what stape
theircancerwas in, indicating
the importance of education
to cancer patients and thirdly
patients commonly asked
regarding their family mem-
bers, what they can do to pre-
vent cancer highlighting the
importance of cancer screen-
ing and awareness, he said.

The Cancer Mukt Bharat
campalgn aims to reduce the
incidence and impact of can-
cer on individuals and com-
munities through education
and eady detection, Dr Gupta
said. — PTI



