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RESCUE OPERATIONS UNDERWAY

Children Among 22
Killed in Fire at Rajkot
Gaming Facility

At least 22 people, including
m children, were killed ina

massive fire that swept
through a gaming facility in Gujarat's
Rajkot on Saturday evening, officials
said. Relief and rescue operations
have beenunderway atthe TRP game
zone for more than five hours after the
blaze erupted at a fibre dome con-
structed for gaming activities at
around 4:30 pm, officials said, adding
that the structure collapsed due to the
massive fire.

Phase 6: Voter Turnout
60% and Counting
The penultimate round of Lok
M Sabhaelections 2024 wrapped
up on Saturday closing polls to
486 of the 543 parliamentary constitu-

Hyundai, Kia plan launches as segment may overtake e-cars soon: EXperts se==asa

Lijee.Philip@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Sales of cars and
SUVs with hybrid transmission
are growing quickly, narrowing
their gap with electric vehicles
in market share, thanks to Ma-
ruti Suzuki and Tovota Motor
that offer several popular mo-
dels with this option.

In the January-March quarter
of 2024, hybrid vehicles accoun-
ted for 2.48% of the country’s to-
tal passenger vehicle market,
compared with 2.63% for EVs,
according to data collated by
consultancy firm Jato Dyna-
mics.

With demand remaining
strong, and automakers such as
Hyundai Motor and Kia repor-
tedly exploring the option to
launch hybrid vehicles, indust-
Iy experts expect this segment
to overtake EVs in sales as early
as thisfiscal year

Currently, apart from Maruti
suzuki and Tovota, only Honda

Motor in India sells hybrid vehi-

cles, which come with an
electric motor along with
a fossil fuel-powered eng-
ine, making them low on
emissions and high on fu-
el efficiency.

Improved Fuel Efficiency »»7
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HUMAN INTERVENTION STARTS AT INTERVIEW STAGE

Now, GenAl Bots Get

a Big Say InHiring

More cosarerelying
on Al tools for
resume screening,
skill assessment

Neil.Ghai@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Your job application
may get rejected before it reaches
a human for review.

Companies across sectors are
using artificial intelligence tools,
including generative Al for candi-
date sourcing, resume screening,
skills assessment, predictive ana-
Iytics and bias reduction in their
recruitment process. Humans get
involved only from the interview
stage at some companies, while at
some others, GenAl bots help ma-
nagers conduct interviews.

While there are several con-
cerns, ranging from data privacy
to risk of discrimination and in-
ability to discover potential in
candidates, HR executives say Al
is making the hiring process qu-
icker and more efficient for them.

Advantages of GenAl tools
Increase in | Speedier

recruiter | hiring 22 {%
process

productivity
[ = = = —

Flip side
E‘
ik

Data privacy issues

Discrimination risks
Lack of soft skills evaluation

GenAl-based in-house resume par-
singand job-matching engine.
Covering 40% of its new hires,
Altools have made the hiring pro-
cess touchless till the interview
stage, said Ritu Bhatia, Genpact's
olobal hiring leader, Use of Alhas
resulted in a 15% increase in re-
cruiter productivity, and an im-
provement in the speed to hire
from 62 davs to 43, Bhatia added.
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No Stopping Them

Devotees during the opening of the Gurudwara Sri Hemkunt
Sahib, in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, on Saturday.

which is the second-most pre- Oeild'or(Golden Eve)award.
stigious prize of the festival af-

ter the Palme d'Or, during the ACTRESS SENGUPTA SHINES

closing ceremony of the 77th
edition.

Kapadia's feature directorial
debut, which screened on

Thursday night and has re- b=

ceived glowing reviewsin
the international
press, already registe-
reditsname inthehis-
tory books after it beca-
me the first Indian film in
30 vears and first ever by
an Indian female direc-
tor to be showcased in §
the main competition.

The screening of the A
film received an eight- Sied
minute standing ova-
tion from the audien-
ce members.

“All We Imagine as
Light”, a Malavalam-

Meanwhile, Anasuva Seng-
upta, one of the lead stars of
Bulgarian director Kon-
stantin Bojanov's Hindi-
language movie "The Sha-

meless”, also created
4 history by bagging
the Best Actress
award in the Un Cer-
¥ tain Regard category
of the 2024 Cannes
Film Festival.
Sengupta, who hails
from Kolkata, is the first
Indian artiste to win the
category's top acting ho-
nour, marking a signifi-
| cant milestone for India
§ at the prestigious film
gala.

Anorawins Palmed'Or»» 7

Home Truths

Brokers must undergo
training and clear a test

MahaRERA | Binding for all
decision brokers from

in January | January 2024
2023, Over 47,000

extended | property brokers|

many times

In Maha Realty
Check, 20,000
Agents Grounded

registered with MahaRERA

>4 LICENCE CAN BE RENEWED IF BROKERS

OBTAIN CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY WITHIN A YEAR

MahaRERA suspends
registration of
unqualified brokers,
who have failed to
receive certification

vide the service. The deadline
to do so was initially January
10, 2023, which was extended
multiple times before finally
making the certification bin-
ding for all agents starting Ja-
nuary 1this year.

Real estate agents are a key
link between homebuyvers and

developers.

thefinal phaseof Junel. & 2 pact recently launched IMatch, a  Improved Productivity for Cos»»7 _ Earlier this tential home-

Hailash.Babar year,thereal buyer receives
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What Holiday Plans? Indians Trippi Last-Minute Rush e
= Mumbai: The Maharashira cancelledthe formation

at 0 l aJ] anS 2 n lanS lpp lng On aSt ln u te US Real Estate Regulatory Autho- registration  from these

rity (MahaRERA) has suspen- of13,785 agents, and the

I I i i i I I I I I ded the registration of more agentsfornot Uegulator s

Spontaneous bookings up for domestic and international destinations by younger travellers with higher disposable incomes g g e el o R

Bharatt Malik, senior vice-presi- moreaccessible.” At YatraOnline, theirplansflexible, which often ‘Last Minute Travel Deals’ campa- who did not obtain the certifi- theirlicences rethat they are

PrachiVerma&
Anumeha Chaturvedi

qualified to
provide the service.

“It is essential for real estate
agents to be well-versed with
the Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act, 2016,”
MahaRERA chairman Ajoy
Mehtatold ET.

cate of competency from the
regulator to provide the servi-
ce or register the certificate on
its website.

Real estate agents in Maha-
rashtra must undergo trai-
ning, clear a test and get the
competency certificate from
the regulator, failing which
they will not be allowed to pro-

ign.Thomas Cook India, which
offers customised holidays to
customers, said many people are
now booking short-haul travels
under 7-10 days of travel and long
hauls in15days. “This was quite
unheard of in the pre-pandemic
era,” said Rajeev Kale, president
and country head for holidays,
MICE and visa at Thomas Cook
(India) Ltd. “The new age of travel
has seen the emergence of acon-
fident Indian,” he said. “Addto
this growing disposable incomes,
the brag valueof travel,anda
doubling of new airports in the last
ten years.”

ogives a sense of excitement and
adventure and also lets them take
advantage of last-minute deals.
Taking the cue, Yatra has started
offering exclusive discounts for
last-minute travellers throygh its

three out of 10 bookings are made
within just three daysof travel,
and half the bookings are made
within a week, Malik said. While
booking early allows travellers to
secure good deals, vounger travel-
lers increasingly prefer to keep

dent, flights and hotel business, at
travel platform Yatra Online.
“This islargely driven by the
growingavailability of flexible
payment options (such as no-cost
EMI and book now, pay later),
which make spontaneous travel

New Delhi: Indians are not only
travelling more frequently but thev
are alsodoing it impromptu, Last-
minute bookings are replacing
booking months in advance for
both international and domestic
destinations, half adozen experts
at travel companies told ET.
Reasons: more visa-free destina-
tions, lower average age of travel-
lers, arise in disposable incomes,
and availability of spontaneous
bookingoptions.
“Weareobserving asignificant
increase in last-minute bookings
among Indian travellers,” said

Eve on Developers Too »» 7

TROUBLE LOOMS OVER AIRLINE'S REVIVAL PLAN

Pitti-Singh Out of Go First Race

Online travel platform EaseMyTrip's promoter Nishant
Pitti and SpiceJet owner Ajay Singh are withdrawing
their bid to acquire bankrupt airline Go First. »» 3

YARAN] SHAHU

Attractive, Closer-to-home Options »»7
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Phase 6: Turnout 60% And Counting
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Ananmag keeps up J&K pace; 486 seats done, 57 left to goon June 1; Polls in 28 states and UTs now complete

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The penultimate round
of Lok Sabha elections 2024 wrapped
up on Saturday closing polls to 486 of
the 543 parliamentary constituenci-
es- leaving just 57 seats in contest for
the final phase of Junel.

A 596% turnout was recorded as of
9 pm against the 64.97% of 2019. The
2024 figure 1s expected to improve as
final polling numbers come in from
the 58 seats across eight states and
Union Territories,

In keeping with past trends, West
Bengal continues to lead the tally
with a turnout over 77% , Jharkhand
is next at 62% while Bihar and Uttar

Pradesh persist in the 53%-54%
range. National capital Delhi repor-
ted near 55% turnout while Odisha
and Harvana touched near 60%.
Both Haryvana and Delhi voted in a
single phase across ten and seven se-
ats respectively and closed polls on
Saturday:

A standout turnout was reported in
the newly carved out Anantnag-Rajo-
uri which clocked over 51% turnout-
the highest in 35 years.

With this round, Jammu & Kash-
mir has also wrapped up parliamen-
tary polls, Polling is also complete in
General Elections for State Legislati-
ve Assemblies of Arunachal Pra-
desh, Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh and
105 Assembly seats of Odisha State
Assembly

While polling was largely peaceful,
sporadic Incidents of violence were
reported from some of the constitu-

encies in West Bengal. J&EK saw PDP
Chief Mehbooba Mufti hold a protest
alleging that her party workers were
being prevented from voting.

Phase 6 has also sealed the electoral
future of several high-profile candi-
dates from union ministers Dhar-
mendra Pradhan and Rao Inderjit
Singh to PDP's Mehbooba Mufti, for-
mer Haryana Chief Minister Mano-
har Khattar, former union minister
Maneka Gandhi besides Congress
Kanhaiya Kumar and Sushma Swa-
raj’s daughter Bansuri Swaraj who
aretesting their lnck in Delhi.

The bigger picture, however, will
rest on whether BJP makes the kinds
of gains intheseseatsas itdid in 2019,
Therulingparty had bageed 40 of the
28 seats in 2019 and swept Delhi and
Harvana while Congress could not
win a single seat while its allies held
on to five seats.

PARLIAMENTARY POLLS TURNOUT (%)

Phase 1, 2024
Phase 1, 2019

Phase 2, 2024
Phase 2, 2019

Phase 3, 2024
Phase 3, 2019
Phase 4, 2024

Phase 4, 2019
Phase 5, 2024
Phase 5, 2019

Phase 6, 2024° IEE D

Phase 6, 2015 XA

Total 2019 67.40

*2019 dala is for corresponding seats of 2024 phases; *2019 phasewise data is excl. Assam/
Jammu & Kashmir; $as of 9pm; Source: EC's Vioter TURNOUT APP

AMID TURNOUT DEBATE IN THE FIRST 5 PHASES

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Election Commis-
sion on Saturday released fresh da-
ta on all the five completed phases
of Lok Sabha elections, complete
with absolute number of voters for
each parliamentary constituency,
and denied anv delay amid a sim-
mering debate and court battles
over the matter,

Saying that it had noted the “pat-
tern of false narratives and mischie-
vous design to vitiate electoral pro-
cess”, the poll panel asserted that it
remains “fully committed to the hig-
hest level of transparency and invol-
vement of stakeholders at every sta-
ge of theelectoral cycle™.

“Any alleged delay in the issue of
press notes (with vo-
ter turnout data) of
phase 1 does not me-
an that data was not
available in the pub-
lic domain all the ti-

Q

b

me through the Voter
wﬂﬁﬂf Turnout App,” the
false Election Commis-
narratives™ sionof India(ECI)sa-
Underlinesits id inastatement.
commitmentto It emphasised that
transparency no alteration is pos-

sible in the number
of votes polled.

“The process of collection and
storage of votes polled is rigorous,
transparent, and participative...
The whole exercise of release of
turnout data from the date of com-
mencement of polls on April 19,
2024, has been accurate, consistent
and in accordance with election
laws and without any discrepancy
whatsoever,” the ECI said.

The expanded data disclosure by
the poll panel comes a day after the
Supreme Court refused to direct
ECI to release greater voter turno-
utdetails in the middle of the gene-
ralelections.

The poll panel said it feels “duly
strengthened” by the Supreme Co-
urt’s ohservations and verdict and
therefore with a sense of “higher re-
sponsibilitv” towards electoral de-
mocracy, it has decided to further ex-
pand the format of release of turno-
ut data to include the absolute num-
ber of voters in every parliamentary
constituency,

THIRE

VOTED IN 6™ PHASE

EC Releases LS Seat-wise Turnout Data

In First Five Phases

BOTTOM 10

STATE SEAT Turnout %  Ph
Bihar Nawada 43.17 1
Rajasthan Karauli-Dholpur 49,59 1
Uttarakhand Almora 48.74 1
Madhya Pradesh | Rewa 49.43 2
Uttar Pradesh Ghaziabad 49.88 2
Uttar Pradesh Mathura 49.41 2
Jammu & Kashmir = Srinagar 3848 4
Telangana Hyderabad 48.48 4
Telangana Secunderabad 49.04 4
Maharashtra Mumbai South 50.06 5
TOP 10

Lakshadweep Lakshadweep 84.16 1
Assam Nagaon 84.97 2
Assam Barpeta 85.24 3
Assam Dhubri 92.08 3
Andhra Pradesh | Bapatla (SC) 85.48 4
Andhra Pradesh | Chittoor(5C) 85.77 4
Andhra Pradesh | Hindupur 84.69 4
Andhra Pradesh | Machilipatnam 84.05 4
Andhra Pradesh = Narsaraopet 85.65 4
Andhra Pradesh.. ,ﬂﬂngute B87.05 4

Anantnag
Sees 35-yr
High Turnout
at53%

Hakeemirfan.Rashid
@timesgroup.com

Devsar: Anantnag-Rajouri par-
liamentary constituency spread
across Pir Panjal mountains in
Jammu and Kashmir has recor-
ded around 53% voting till hig-
hest inthelast 35 years.

With this the Lok Sabha elec-
tions on five seats of Jammu and
Kashmir and one seat of Ladakh
are over, This parliamentary
election has seen an overwhel-
ming participation of people in
Kashmir with an average of over

50 percent of vo-

ting recorded
across the Vallew
Baramulla cons-
tituency  recor-
ded 59 percent vo-
ting, Srinagar
qamuLol 1ok Sabha seat
witnesses recorded 39 per-
72.22% cent voting. On
polling, while Jammu Lok Sab-
inudhampur ha seat 72.22 per-
voter-turnout cent votes were
was 68 % polled, while in
Udhampur68 per-

cent votes were polled taking the
total percentage of voting across
J&K to58% in this LS election.

"Wearevotingtogetsome relief
in our lives. Our business, emplo-
vment and identity has been
snatched from us," said Bashir
Ahmad Kawa, 70, of Nussu area
of Anantnag.

Bengal Sees Violence, Protests in Several Districts

BJP candidate Pranat Tudu hospitalised after being injured in stone pelting

Our Political Bureau

Kolkata: Violence was reported
from several parts of West Bengal
on Saturday amid close to 78% vo-
ter turnout in the eight constitu-
encies of the state that went to
polls in the sixth phase of the ge-
neral election.

Missing From

Scene During Polls

The Jharkhand BJP issued a show
cause notice to party leader and
Hazaribagh MP Jayant Sinha,
asking him why he did not cam-
paign for the party and did not
vote. Sinha, asitting MP from
Hazaribagh, was denied a party
ticket. Sinha responded by stating
that no party leader had asked
him toany of the gatheringsor
rallies in Jharkhand. He stated
that he voted via a postal ballot.

In Garbeta area of Jhargram
constituency, BJP candidate Pra-

nat Tudu was hospitalised after

being injured in stone pelting, al-
legedly by Trinamool supporters.
Tudu's security personnel sustai-
ned head injurv.

Tudu had gone to a booth follo-
wing complaints that voters were
unable to cast their vote. Tudu's

vehicle was vandalised and the
windscreen of a media vehicle
was broken.

Tudu said, "I informed the EC
and the district magistrate in the
morning about complaints of the
voters. Hedid not respond, so I rea-
ched the booth. After the violence
erupted, I was told that the Quick
Response Team was being sent,

On ‘Educational’
Campaign Trail

Nanveet Rana, the BJP Lok Sabha candidate from
Amravati, suffered embarrassment while cam-
paigning for the party in Delhi. Ranacriticised the
AAP of failing to deliver on its promise of Mohalla
clinics during her address. She asked her audi-
ence whether they had seen any Mohalla clinics
at all, hoping for a no. However, afew inthe
crowd acknowledged it. Rana was taken aback
and answered that there were no physicians at
the clinics, but someone inthe crowd said doctors
and drugs were present. The AAP and Congress
said that Delhi residents have "educated” Rana.

but it took along time.”

State minister Chandrima Bhat-
tacharva alleged that "Tudu went
to a village polling booth and a wo-
man was attacked and assaulted
by the BJP candidate's security
personnel”.

Meanwhile, protests were seen
in some other parts of the consti-
tuencies where polling was held.

AFTER HC ORDER INVALIDATING SOME CASTES

NCBC May Delist Some

of 37 Castes From
Bengal on Central List

Nidhi.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Thirtv seven castes
from West Bengal, included in the
Central List of Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) by Congress-led
UPA government before 2014 parli-
amentary elections, are now under
the scanner of National Commis-
sion for Backward Classes (NCBC)
and some may be delisted.

The move follows the order of
Calcutta high court invalidating
all OBC certificates issued by West
Bengal government after 2010. Spe-
aking to ET, NCBC chairman
Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said, “We
arescrutinising the Central Listof
OBCs to check if there are certain
castes common in Central and Sta-
telist. If theirstatusisimpacted by
high court order, we will recom-
mend they be taken oft the Central
List as well.” Ahir said West Beng-
al had recommended inclusion of
46 castes in Central OBC list in
2011. Of these 46, proposals of nine
castes were rejected. Ahirsaid, “In
February 2014, right before the par-
liamentary elections, the govern-
ment notified inclusion of 37 cas-
tes, including 35 belonging to Mus-
lim community. Since these 37 cas-
tes are the only ones included from
Bengal, we will examine the list
now.” If certain castes are found
common and their OBC certifica-
tes have been invalidated, Ahir sa-
id the Commission will recom-

mend to ministry of social justice
and empowerment toremove them
from the Central list.

NCBC has been red-flagging ano-
malies inimplementationof reser-
vation policy in West Bengal. After
a field visit in February 2023,
NCBC had found Rohingyvas and
Bangladeshi immigrants had got
OBC certificates and taken reser-
vation benefits. It has also held off
recommending in-
clusion of 87 castes,
including 80 belong-
ing to Muslim com-
munity, in the Cen-
tral OBC List. In
2023, it sought addi-

g:;ms tional data from the
by HC order, state government.
we will NCBC's  observa-
recommend tlons have been in-
they betaken cluded in Calcutta
off Central high court order
Listaswell, Ahir said, “The
says Ahir number of castes of

Muslim communiti-

es being added by West Bengal is
mind boggling. 1 have observed
even during hearings whether it is
Bengal or Bangladesh. This practi-
ce may lead to real deserving cas-
tes not being included.”

As per government guidelines,
while the states have jurisdiction
over inclusion of castes in the
State List, ithastosend itsrecom-
mendations to the Centre for cas-
tes to be included in the Central
List of OBCs.

During SP Rule,

Mafias Moved in
Official Cars: Modi

Our Political Bureav

New Delhi: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi raised the issue of
erstwhile Samajwadi Party go-
vernments in Uttar Pradesh pro-
moting mafias and facilitating the-
ir entry into legislatures. Spea-
king at a rally in Ghazipur where
SP hasfielded Afzal Ansari, sitting
MP and brother of don Mukhtar
Ansari who died of a heart attack
in jail recently, Modi said mafia
elements had afree run in the state
betore BJP came to power.

Modi charged SP and Congress
with neglecting the development
of Ghazipur and east UE resulting
in a life of misery for the people
who lived a hand to mouth existen-
ce. Successive governments since
the time of Jawaharlal Nehru had
not paid heed to the demands rai-
sed by local leaders on the plight of
the people in this region.

“During SP rule, the situation
was such that mafias would move
around in official vehicles with a
red beacon light, issue open war-
ningstothe government from open
Jeeps, shoot their opponents in

public. UP became identified with
riots,” Modisaid.

He took on SP Chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav on poor law and order, saying
he did not keep his election promi-
ges after coming to power,

“At one point, SP Shehzada (Ya-
dav) had said that he would put a

stop to entrv of

— mafias but then
Atarallyin went and sat atthe
Patna, PM feet of these mafi-
said INDIA as. SP nurtured
blocwilltake matias and gave
awayashare themelectiontick-
of reserved ets,” Modisaid.

seats of 5Cs, Mukhtar Ansari
STsandOBCs andslain don Atig
andgiveitto Ahmed had con-
Muslims tested and won As-

sembly elections
on a SP ticket. Ahmed even won a
Lok Sabha election.

Earlier at a rally in Patliputra,
Patna, the prime minister reitera-
ted his charge that the INDIA bloc
will take away a share of the reser-
ved seats of SC, ST and OBC com-
munities and give it to Muslims.
Hesaid the backward and extreme-
ly backward castes will be the
worst sufferers.

Enter ‘Tana Tana Tan'
And ‘Safachat Safachat'

In addition to allegations, politicians have used
inane language throughout the contentious elec-
tions. Rahul Gandhi has been using the term Khatak-
hatkhatakat in his speeches to demonstrate how
effortlessly a Congress-led government at the centre
will deposit money into women's accounts. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had his own opinion when
speaking atarally in Rae Bareli, stating that the
people of the constituency will send Congress candi-
date (Rahul) Khatakat home. Now, Tejaswi Yadav
haschimed in, claiming the climate in Bihar was tana
tanatan' and the BJP will be'safachat safachat’,

Al
HARSH VARDHAN SHRINGLA

A nation cannot choose its geog-
raphy or its neighbours and their
constraints, India’s land borders
at 15,200 km are double its 7.500-km
coastline. Geographic and geopol-
itical factors ensure that 90% of
India’s trade by volume and 70%
by value is through sea. Maritime
channels of trade have, therefore,
been a major concern for India.

Barriers tooverland trade and
movement have been particularly
troublesome in connecting with
Afghanistan and Central Asia,
and beyond that to the Eurasian
landmass.

India has supported multi-modal
transport corridors to its east and
west totry to bypass these bar-

riers. Investments in Sittwe Port in
Myanmar and Chabhar in Iran are
two examples of thisstrategy Sittwe
1sa part of the Kaladan multi-modal
project while Chabahar was linked to
the Zaranj Delaram highway that was
built in Afghanistan.

India isalso working on an India-
Middle East- Europe (IMEC) corridor
with the US, the UAE, Saudi Arabia
and a number of European countries.

While the situation in Afghanistan
and Central Asia has changed with
the US withdrawal, the realities of
India’s geography remain. Itis in this
context that the agreement between
Indian Ports Global Ltd. (TPGL) and
the Port & Maritime Organisation
(PMO)of Iran needs to be seen.

However, within hours of the Chaba-
har pact being signed, the US cau-
tioned against engaging in business
with Iran, citing the potential risk of
sanctions. This statement triggered
speculation about straining of US-
India relations.

These statements should be placed in

the proper perspective. Over the past
decade, the India-US relationship has

significantly matured. This trans-
formation has been marked by
increased strategic cooperation,

particularly indefence. $4-bpact to
buv MG-9B armed drones reached in

February isjust the latest in the
series that has seen defence trade
jump the $20-b mark since the vear

2000 when defence trade between the

twowas negligible.

Some major developments in this

relationship include the India-US
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Beyond The Clutter: India-US Ties Transcen

India explained why oil imports from Moscow are necessary to preserve global oil market stability, similarly Chabahar deal is also for regional stability which is valued by the US

Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technology (ICET), India joining the

Artemis Accords in Outer Space,
cooperation in semiconductors, in

lines of communication in the
Indian Ocean.

Furthermore, both nations have
shown aunified front on global
issuessuch as climate change and

counterterrorism. High-level diplo-

combat aircraft engines, and cooper-
ation in ensuring the security of sea

matic engagements have further
solidified this partnership, making
it one of the most consequential
relationships in the 2lst century.

A measure of how far India-US ties
have come is the unveiling of an
ambitious roadmap to position India
and the US as “trusted technology
partners”. The understanding
institutionalises a framework to
overcome regulatory barriers and
export controls, particularly on the
US side. The clinching of this under-
standing is seen as a significant
milestone in India-USrelations that
have been on an upward trajectory
for nearly 25 years.

It is only natural that two countries
will have disagreements on certain
issues. But the days of India and the
UStalking past each other are
behind us. Given the present state of
relations, when irritants arise, the
two sides sit down to discuss and
solve them.

For instance, when India decided to
import oil from Moscow, despite
reservations from Washington,
India was able to explain the necessi-

d Ongoing Differences

tv of this decision tomaintain
stability in global o1l markets. This
pragmatic approach helped the US
understand India's position.

Similarly, the Chabahar deal isnot
justabout India's interests but also
about regional stability and connec-
tivity which is valued by the US.

By investing in the development of
the Chabahar Port, India aimsto
improve connectivity with Central
Asia and Afghanistan. This, inturn,
will benefit the International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC),
which has faced setbacks due to
conflict in Ukraine.

India’sactions mirrorthose of the
US in 2015, when the P5+1 signed the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with Iran. While the ap-
proaches may differ; both the Chaba-
har Port deal and the JCPOA share
thetwin goals of dissuading Tehran
to continue with its nuclear pro-
gramme and enabling Iran to nte-
grate into the global economic
system.

AGiven this, a more nuanced
understanding of the situation is

required. India and the US have
distinctly unique histories and,
consequently, different approaches
toengaging with other nations.

Washington for decades has dealt
with treatv-based alliance partners.
Incontrast, New Delhi has tradition-
ally guarded its independence
through its non-aligned approach.

Thisdifference in approach under-
scores the need for a more sophisti-
cated understanding of the dynam-
ics at play:

India and the US have agreed that
their cooperation will serve “the
global good”. It is. therefore, impor-
tant that the US understands that
India’s pact with Iran is a connectiv-
ity effort to bring prosperity And
that it is beneficial to the broader
international community, in line
with Washington'svisionof a
rules-based world order. The US has
shown flexibility and maturity in its
dealings with India previously -
something that New Delhi expects
will carry the relationship forward.

The author is former
foreign secretary
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BATS FOR STATUS QUO

RoadMin Against Hike in Project Lending Rates

Ministry of road transport and highways seeks stakeholders’ views on RBI's draft rules requiring higher provisions

Yogima.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The ministry of road
transport and highways will bat for
statusquoin project finance lending
rates even as it seels views from all
stakeholders on the potential im-
pact of draft guidelines proposed by
the Reserve Bank of India(RBI), ase-
nior official said.

Theministry will oppose any change
in the norms that would lead to a rise
in lending rates and urge the central
bank to ensure that cost and pace of
infrastructure creation is not impac-
ted in the country, the otficial told ET.

“RBI, as a regulator, will have to
create that balance to ensure finan-
cial viability of road projects does
not takea hit,” the official said.

The central bank earlier this
month proposed tighter norms, re-

CBDT Notifies Cost
Inflation Index at
363forFY25

NEW DELHI The Central Board of
Direct Taxes has notified the
Cost Inflation Index(CIIreading
at 363 for the financial vear 2024
25 (assessment Year 2025-26).
“*This notification shall come
into force with effect from the
first day of April 2025 and shall,
accordingly apply in relation to
the assessment vear 2024-25 and
subsequent assessment vears,”
the board said in the notification.
The index is used for calcula-
ting long-term capital gains ari-
sing fromthesale of immovable
property, securities and jewelle-
ry after adjusting for inflation.
The finance ministry had noti-
fied the final CII for FY24 (as-
sessment yvear 2024-25) at 344.
The readings were 331 for FY23
and 317 for FY22, — Our Bureau

Infy Average Bonus
Dropsto60%in Q4

BENGALURU Infosys, India's se-
cond-largest IT services major, has
rolled out the quarterly performan-
ce bonus to emplovees at band six
and below for the January-March
quarter, according to an internal
emailcommunication ET has seen.

The average pay-out, according to
several employees, has dropped to
60% for the final quarter of fiscal
2024. It had announced a variable bo-
nus pay-out of 73% for the October-
December period, 80% for the quar-
ter through September and 75% for
the first quarter of the fiscal year,

Emplovees at level 6 (PL6-mana-
ger) and below, barring those at the
entry level, are set to receive pay-
outs inthe range of 55% to 85%.

Employees at PL 4, 5and 6 will get
an average of 70%, 65% and 57%,
respectively, separate communica-
tions sent to selectemplovees said.
Only in exceptional cases has the
company handed a bonus between
75% and 85%.

Infosys has informed employees
about the final pav-outs through
individual mails and the pavment
will happen along with the May sa-
lary, people in the know =said.

Infosysdid not respond toanema-
il seeking comment.

— KR Balasubramanyam &
Beena Parmar

M Clarification

Inresponse toa Page 1story publis-
hed on 24 May about SBI's decision to
pass on to customers the higher costs
onaccount of impending provisioning
narmson infrastructure lending, the
bank hasclarified itis yet tocomeup
with such a policy and would do so
after the final guidelines from RBI.

quiring lenders to allocate 5% of the
project loan amount as general pro-
visions during the construction
phase, upfrom0.4% provisions now.

The National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI), under the road mi-
nistry, hasheld thefirst round of me-
etings with representatives from
National Highway Builders Federa-
tion (NHBF) and is expected to hold
subsequent meetings in the coming
days to finalise the ministryv’s view
on the draft proposal.

People aware of the deliberations
told ET that the highway builders
seeasignificantrise infinancial bur-
den on agencies executing highway
infrastructure projects following
RBI's proposal of 5% provisions.

“This could potentially hinder the
flow of credit to deserving sectors
and individuals, ultimately impe-
ding economic progress and the de-

Viacom, Star India

Firming Up Views «

ﬁﬁ Govt Wants central
. likely to bank to ensure
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velopment of wvital infrastructure
projects,” oneof the sourcestold ET.

NHBF isof the view that the string-
ent timeline for compliance with the
provisioning requirements and the
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provision for funding cost overruns
arising fromdate of commencement
of commercial operations (DCCO)
extensionscould pose challenges for
agencies, particularly in infrastruc-

tare projects with varving timelines
and complexities.

“It has suggested a phased appro-
ach to the provisioning require-
ments g0 as to provide more time
for agencies to adjust to the new
provisions and avoid sudden finan-
cial strains,” the person guoted
above said.

NHBF has also urged the central
bank to re-evaluate the terms and
conditions for funding cost over-
runs and has sought more clarity in
the disclosure requirements to help
highway builders streamline the re-
porting process without excessive
administrative burdens.

“Ensuring a fair and sustainable
approach for all stakeholders invol-
ved in highway infrastructure pro-
jects is crucial for the overall deve-
lopment and economic growth of
the country,” it had said.

Singh-Pitti Consortium
Pulls Out of Go First Race

No Longer in Fray Withdrawal of leading bidders leaves airline’s revival plan in jeopardy

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Online travel platform
EaseMyTrip's promoter Nishant
Pitti and SpicedJet owner Ajay
Singh are withdrawing their bid to
acquire bankrupt airline Go First.

“Aftor careful consideration, I
have decided to withdraw from
the GoAir bid in my personal ca-
pacity,” Pitti said in a statement
on Saturday.

Singh has also decided to pull out,
people aware of the matter said.

Singh could not be immediately
reached for comment. A SpicedJet
spokesperson did not respond to
queries until press time Satur-
day.

“This decision allows me to bet-
ter focus on other strategic priori-
ties and initiatives that align with
our long-term vision and growth
::rhjectives " Pitti said 1n a state-
ment. “0Our (EaseMyTrip’s) com-
mitment to delivering exceptio-
nal value and service remains un-
wavering as we continue to navi-
gate new opportunities and
challenges.”

EaseMyTrip has written off its
around 754 crore of dues recove-
rable from Go First.

The Singh-Pitti consortium’s

pullout leaves the revival of Go
First in jeopardy. They were the
frontrunners for the troubled air-
line with a total bid of around
T1.600 crore,

The second bid is from Sharjah-
based Sky One.

(o First, formerly owned by the
Wadia Group, shut business last
vear and is now embroiled in a le-

gal battle with US

I aircratft . engine
. manufacturer

ﬁ:ﬂﬁs Pratt &‘Whime&'
withdraws in at the Singapore
hisparsonal E_Crlll'.t of A_rbllra-

tion in which the
capacity, airline has clai-
while med about 8,000
i':;ﬁ:_r;h crore in compen-
couldnot be sation, blaming
] : its bankruptcy to
immediately the failure of
contacted

P&W engines that
allegedly forced it to ground ma-
ny aircraft.

LenderstoGo First and potential
bidders have failed to arrive at a
valuation for the bankrupt airline
despite several rounds of discus-
sions, making liquidation instead
of a revival a more likely outco-
me, people aware of the develop-
ment said.

A Delhi High Court order in

Himanshi.Lohchab
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The telecom regula-
tor's proposal on giving separate
authorisation for telecom infrast-
ructure sharing without the need
to pay separate licence fee could
spur operators to share active
equipment such as radio access
network, antennas/ transceivers,
base stations, backhaul networks
and controllers, experts said.

Telecom firms have been sharing
passive infrastructure such as bu-
ildings, telecom towers, dark fibers
and duct spaces, with the country
emerging as one of the pioneers in
infrastructure sharing, according
to industry body Cellular Opera-
tors Authority of India (COAI).

However, this is not the case for
active operational infrastructure
except for afew projects.

“This is largely because for acti-

ve equipmentsharing, the licence
fee for both operators would doub-
le, and therefore, does not make a
business case despite the cost sa-
vings promise,” said Prashant
Singhal. TMT emerging markets
leader at EY Global.

The current scenario could
change with Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) recom-
mending creating a separate cate-
gory under the unified license for
Digital Connectivity Infrastructu-
re Provider (DCIP) authorisation.

“...the proposed DCIP authorisa-

Bankruptcy Files

ngﬁsher
Airtines AII’WHYS

Three Indian airlines
have gone bankrupt in

April allowing lessors to repos-
sess their aircraft has further
dented hopesof reviving Go First,
thev said.

“The bidders are quoting a price
which is far below the expectation
of the creditors’ committee,” one
of the persons said. “The commit-
tee believes that if they fight the
case themselves, they will recover
more money than the bid amo-
unt.”

One of the persons involved with
the consortium said since data on
Go First employvees is currently
not available, there 1s a lack of de-
tailed insight about the company.

“Moreover, now that the court
has allowed repossession of air-

MOVING AHEAD

Trai infavour of creating
aseparate category un-
der unified licence for
Digital Connectivity Infra
Provider authorisation

tion holder may create both active
and passive digital connectivity in-
frastructure and share itwith other
TSPsand has topaynolicense feeto
the government,” Traisaid initsre-
commendations last month.

According to BEREC, a global bo-
dy of European telecomregulators,
active infrastructure sharing, ex-
cluding spectrum, could bring 33-
35% savings In capital expenditure
and 25-33% in operating expenses,
more than the 16-35% savings from
passive infrastructure sharing.

In India, for instance, a shared

Banks recovered

45%)

of total dues
. to Kingfisher
Airlines

 For Go First,
. around a

4300

. of financial cred-
itors claim has

- been admitted

last decade
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craft by the lessors, there isnocer-
tainty that the new owner will ha-
ve any access to the airline’s slots
atairportsorits international fly-
ing rights. 8o, the biddersareina
complete black box.” the person
said.

Singh-Pitti consortium’s plan
hinged on initially using 1o planes
of Go First that are in flying con-
dition tostartoperationsforretai-
ning airport slots and internatio-
nalrights.

An airport slot is a permission
for take-off and landing at a speci-
fic time and date. These are set to
lapse as Go First has been unable
to use them for two consecutive
summer and winter schedules.

“Tele Infra Sharing may Spur Gear Sharing Too’

Radio Access Network (RAN) de-
ployment by RailTel and Clou-
dExtel at nine railway stations in
Mumbai brought savings of 50-
60% for Bharti Airtel and Vodafo-
ne Idea, according to ClondExtel.
“It has also increased download
speeds by 10-15% and even impro-
ved customer experience in sur-
rounding macro sites by 16x for
Aldrtel and VIL."” said Kunal Bajaj,
founder and CEQ of CloudExtel.
“With usage surging 24% to
24.1GB monthly in 2023 (Nokia re-
port), 5G’s arrival only intensifies
the pressure, Existing RAN deplo-
vment can't keep pace —5G's shor-
terwavesrequireadensernetwork
of micro cells, more than double
what 4G demanded,” he added.
“Alotof itdependsonpracticality
and how differently operator net-
works have evolved. For instance,
VIL has lot of dependency on 2G,
whereas Airtel and Jio's 5G stacks
are quite different,” said Singhal.

Cos, Firm on Return to Office, Lend a Friendly Hand

Most companies show consideration for employees’ need to work from home given need-based emergency

5reeradha D Basu &Brinda Sa rkar

Bengaluru: Amid growing re-
turn-to-office calls, several com-
paniesare giving emplovees the
leeway for extended and expanded
flexibilitvona “need basis”.

Requests for flexibility are being
considered on grounds like caregi-
ving responsibilities (children,
parents, in-laws), personal health
issues, challenges in relocating and
for employees with disabilities.

In the post-Covid era, there isno
going back tothe “fixed” approach
model, said Arvind Usretay, regio-
nal client manager — Asiaat HR
consultancy Mercer,

“Companies areattractinga
variety of talent pools, including
part-timers, returning mothers
and people with special needs.
Emplovers will hence be required
toremain open toflexible working
arrangements toensurea healthy
workingenvironment,” he said.

“Flexibility is a key attraction
and retention element for top
talent,” Usretay added.

ITC, Uber, Panasonic, KPMG,
Publicis Sapient and Mphasis are
among companies that provide
such flexibility on return-to-office
mandates.

CASE-TO-CASE CALL
Amanagerwith ITC's trade mar-

keting and distribution division
told ET that she has been allowed
to work out of Mumbai instead of
her job location of Kolkata, asshe
has a young child and her hus-
band isunable to relocate. She
cets freedom in terms of the
number of daysshe goes to office
and I'TC pays for herchildanda
caregiver toaccompany her
whenever she travels for work.
“It's a very enabling environment
—a huge support and mental
assurance,” said the employee, who
did not want to disclose her name.
“ITC has instituted a host of
enabling policies including a
hybrid work model based on the
nature of therole as well as addi-
tional flexibility in work arran-
gements for expectant and young
mothers,” said Amitav Mukherji,
ITC's head of corporate HR.
“Emplovees are also granted
extended work from homeona

Flexible Workstation

cos offer extended/expanded
flexibility to employees
Granted to employees onneed/  §  KStLlacllE] \
case—tn [ESEhEISIS % vy N
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case-to-case basis, especially in
times of personalexigencies.”

FLEXIBILITY DESPITE MARKET SHIFT
Asthe market shifts from being an
‘employvees’ toan ‘employer's
market’, return tooffice calls have
been getting louder, with some

companies even penalising employ-

ees who don't toe the line. However,
while expanded flexibility is dis-
cretionary, there are several such
examples across organisations.

For instance, at a major ecom-
merce company, which hasother-
wise taken a hard stance on return
to office, several employees with
caregiving responsibilities have
been given relaxations.

Employvee needs in mind

Kameshwari Rao, global chief
people officer at Publicis Sapient,
said the company gives exceptions
for caregiving, including for
elderly parents or in-laws. Emplo-
yees with disabilities, or those

who need long-term medical care,
tooare given exceptionson the
return-to-office rule.

“Insome instances, we've pro-
vided remote working to employe-
es whose spouses have an officeina
location where wedon't have an
office, In all these cases, the offer
letter says the emplovees are wor-
king remotely long-term. They
need only come infive days a quar-
ter for critical meetings,” Rao said.

Given the nature of its business,

which is into manufacturing,
sales and operations, Panasonic
doesn’t have a work-from-home
policy. “However, on a case-to-case
basis and in case of a genuine
requirement, we offer the flexibi-
lity of a hvbrid model,” said
Adarsh Mishra, chief HR officer,
Panasonic Life Solutions India.

Uber has given more flexibility
—even fully remote work — in
some cases. " Whenemplovees ask
for fully remote work, we consider
the nature of therole and decide
accordingly. There are others we
have made accommodations for,
where they need more flexibility
for medical or caregiving purpo-

ses, Relaxations include redistri-

buted work hours and temporary
work arrangements where emp-
loyees can choose to work out of
their hometownstor adecided
time period. Additionally, we have
afour-week work-from-anywhere
policy and a global caregiving
policy,” said a spokesperson from
the cab-hailing company.

Mphasis offers remote work
options to those who require it due
tocaregiving responsibilities,
medical conditions, or other
extenuating personal situations,
said CHRO Ayaskant Sarangi.

As per KPMG's policy on remote
working, a person can work from
anywhere foruptofivedaysina
quarter.

DARK FROSTIK
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Move CCl for
Merger Approval

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) owned Viacomils and Walt
Disney’s Star India have filed a
combination notice with the Com-
petition Commission of India
(CCI) seeking approval for their
merger deal, following the Natio-
nal Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) admitting their merger
application.

In the May 24 notice, the parties
assured CCI that the proposed
transaction will not significantly
impact competition in India and
urged that precise market defini-
tions be kept open.

“The proposed transaction will
not cause any appreciable adverse
effect on competition in India,” sa-
id the notice. “Accordingly, the ex-
act relevant market definitions for
evaluating the proposed transac-
tion may be left open.”

On February 28, Star India and
Viacomi8 agreed to merge opera-
tions to form India’s largest media
and entertainment business, valu-
ed at $8.5 billion. The merger will
create a media giant with a combi-
ned topline of 25.000 crore based
on FY23 numbers.

The parties have stated that the
anti-competition watchdog can as-
sess horizontal overlaps in India's
audio-visual (AV) content, adverti-
sing space, AV content rights licen-
sing, film production, broadband
internet services, and broadcast
TV channel distribution for ease of
assessment. They have identified
vertical linkages in the proposed
transaction in the upstream mar-
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ket for AV content rights licensing,
advertisement space supply, and
the upstream market for TV chan-
nel operation and distribution.

Apart from Star and Viacomis,
other parties involved in the trans-
action are RIL and Star Television
Productions, asubsidiary of Disney

The proposed transaction aimsto
enhance operational efficiencies,
besides offering Indian viewers an
unparalleled entertainment expe-
rience, by providing a competitive
and world-class digital platform as
well as a competitive scaled-up ad-
vertising platform for small and
medium Indian businesses.

Legal experts had earlier told ET
that the Star-Viacoml8 deal is lik-
ely to go through intense CCI scru-
tiny since the combine will domi-
nate both the TV broadcasting and
streaming markets in the country
with over 100 TV channels and two
streaming platforms—JioCinema
and Disney-+ Hotstar:

Star-Viacomi8 will have a large
presence in live sports, including
properties such as the Indian Pre-
mier League, International Crick-
et Council (ICC) events, Indian,
Australian and South African
cricket board fixtures, Pro Kabad-
di, the Indian Super League, and
the English Premier League.

Nazara Tech Clocks 43%
Jump in March Quarter Profit

BENGALURU Listed gaming and
media firm Nazara Technologi-
eshasreporteda43® increasein
guarterly profit after tax (PAT)
from continued operations.

PAT for the March quarter of
FY24 stood at 217 crore, while ope-
rating revenue came inat 266 cro-
re, down by 8% from a vear ago,
the company said on Saturday.

For the full vear, revenue was
up4.3% from FY23 to ¥1,138 crore
while PAT from continued opera-
tions was41% higherat T84 crore.

The improvement in profitabili-
ty wasled by thefirm’sesports di-
vision, which houses businesses
like esports and media firm Nod-
win and sports news firm Sports-

keeda. Thedivision sawearnings
before interest, taxes, deprecia-
tion and amortisation (Ebitda)
jump 71% in Q4 to ¥18 crore, and
grow 51% to 63 crore in F'Y24.

OZIVAREPORTST44-CRLOSSINFY24
OZiva, a plant-based nutrition
brand, posted a net loss of 44
crore on a turnover of 104 crore
in the fiscal yvear ended March
2024, HUL, which owns a majori-
ty stake inthestartup, said in its
annual report. In FY23, OZiva
had posted a net profit of #58.3
crore, as it benefitted froma one-
time gain of 95.5 crore during
the vear, Operating revenue was
993 crore.— Our Bureau

ANTARA SENIOR LIVING TO EXECUTE 1.3M SQ FT PROJECT

Max Gmup A.rm Ties Up with Hyd

Faizan.Haidar@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Antara Senior Living.
a subsidiary of the $4-billion Max
Group, has signed an agreement
with a Hyderabad-based developer
to execute a 1.3-million sq ft senior
living project.

Antara has two projects —one in
Dehradun and one in Noida — and
it recently added one in Gurugram
aftera gap of three vears.

The company has tied up for anot-
her1millionsq ftin Bengaluruasit
increases focus on the southern
market.

“We will have 450-500 apartments
inthe Bengaluruprojectand about
750-800 in the Hyderabad one. We
have a waitlist in the existing pro-
jects and it 1s important to move to
the next phase of expansion,” said
Rajit Mehta, CEQ and managing
director of Antara, told ET.

The company 1s also looking for
tie ups in Chennai.

“We have seen that buvers are not
hesitant anymore in buying senior
living apartments. Even the child-
ren of buyers are happy to buy one
such apartment for their parents
for their safety,” Mehta said.

According to real estate consul-
tant Colliers, with close to 20,000

GETTY IMAGES

units in the organised sector, cur-
rent availability of senior housing
in India translates into a 1% penet-
ration rate, indicating a huge de-
mand-supply gap.

In contrast, countries likethe US,
UK and Australia have established
senior living markets with 6-7%
penetration rate. Moreover, a lo-
wer population base also means
significantly less demand supply
gap in these matured markets.

Antara has also tied up with Max
Estates to develop its first integra-
ted senior living facility in Guru-
gram. The facility 1s proposed to be
positioned as a unique “inter-gene-
rational” project in which Antara
Senior Living will provide advisory
services for design, conceptualisa-
tion, training and development of
project personnel, besidesadviceon
promotions, marketing and sales.




04

DEEP DIV

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHIL /

GURGAON | SUNDAY | 26 MAY 2024

WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

Black Route of Blue Monkey

Civil war in Myanmar and resultant anarchy in border areas have given a new life to
the smuggling of wildlife—from marmoset monkeys to green anacondas—to India

Shantanu Nandan Sharma |
Along India-Myanmar Border

Tata Sumo snaking
down the night road in
Champhai, Mizoram,
was flagged down by
Assam Rifles forarou-
tine interception on
uary 30. The cargo
surprised everyone: Indonesian
salmon-crested cockatoos, South
American marmoset monkeys, 1iz-
ards, snakes and even an Aldabra
giant tortoise, nativetothe Sevchelles.

The vehicle was stopped roughly
about 30 km from the Tiau River, the
border between India’s Mizoram and
Myanmar’s Chinstate. Over the past
three years, Champhai district has
become a prime entry point for smug-
gled exoticwildlife, withabout 800 an-
imalsseized and many moreslipping
throughundetected. Thesecreatures,
primarily of African, Australian, and
South American origin, are being
brought in from Myanmar and then
transported to some of India’s metro
cities. And with Myanmarembroiled
in a civil war and areas bordering
Indiafalling to the rebels, these days
itisfreeforall.

ANIMAL PLANET

The recent seizuresofexoticanimals
in Mizoram, Assam, Meghalava,and
West Eengal haveraised several criti-
cal questions. At the heart of it all is
Zokhawthar, a bustling border town
in Champhai district, and
Khawmawi,akeyvtradinghub
onthe Myanmarsideofthe bor-
der, Thiscorrespondent spoke
to halfa dozen Indian officers,
local tradersfromboth sidesof
the border, driversand porters
potentially involved in smug-
gling activities, and a Chin
guerillaleader, whonow heads
the police force in Khawmawi
afterthetown’srecent takeover
by rebels. Someoftheir names
arewithdrawntoconceal their
identities.

The burgeoning wildlife trade is
reportedly runby kingpinsbased in
two locations—Kolkata, and Tahan
in Myanmar, located roughly 170km
from the Indian border, with a sig-
nificant Mizo-speaking population.
The animals’ odysseyv does not span
continents. Regardlessoforigin, beit
an African wildcat oran Australian
albino wallaby, they are all bred
and raised in Thailand before be-
ing transported to Tahan. Here, the
illegal trade thrives. There are also
unconfirmed reports that breeding
also takes place in Tahan, Wealthy
Indians who want to buy these ani-
mals reportedly connect with bro-
kers and sellers through WhatsApp
groups and Facebook pages.

Once a deal is clinched, the ani-
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Animals, Seized fl'ﬂl'l'l Near India-Myanmar Border, in Aizawl Zoo

mal is transported from Tahan
to Khawmawi in Myanmar. “The
price of a marmoset pair is about
T4-5lakhwhereasagreenanaconda
fetches 22-2.5 lakh. Some python
species are the costliest items.
Prices are discovered through
bidding,” says a Champhai-based
officerin the know, also adding that
transactions take place both online
and in cash. According to him, on-
line payments for the animals are
masked within other business
dealings. “There are reports that
Khawmawialso houses a couple of

The Smuggling Route

wahati
Bongaigaon Jaintia Hills
) (Meghalaya)
 Silchar
. {Assam)
Kolasib
(Mizoram) .

Zokhawthar, India
{First port of entry to India)

Hf"‘ﬁ} '. :iﬂiarh
i yanmar
ﬂﬁ:gr‘:r!ﬂ > & & (Main wildlife
brokers are
> stationed here)
mhawmamu,
yanmar
(Payments are made T Mandalay,
hereonce the Myanmar

animals arrive)

Marmoset monkeys, seized in January 2024

storage facilities to house smuggled
animals before they are carried in
headloads to the Indian side.”

The border town of Khawmawi

PHOTOS: SHANTANU NANDAN SHARMA,

has recently undergone adramatic
shift in power. In November 2023, a
fierce battle resulted in Chin guer-
rillas wresting control from the
Myanmararmy.

BORDER TROUBLE

C Rohmingliana sheds light on
the new reality. A sturdy figure in
a black uniform emblazoned with
‘Hualngoram Police’ (referencing
a Chin clan), he now leads the pa-
trol force of Khawmawl. “I am like
a DSP (deputy superintendent of po-
lice) in your countryv,” hesavs when

/91

No. of exotic animals seized in
the last three years in Champhai
district in Mizoram alone

144

No. of exotic animals,
birds and reptiles that
arenow in Mizoram's
Aizawl zoo, which have
been seized from
smugglers from
Myanmar

Exotic Animals

Sentto Aizawl Zoo

2021:32 (including
iguana, macaw,
purple-bellied lory)
2022:178 (including
serval cat, blue monkey,
albino wallaby)

2023: 2 (green anaconda)
2024: 37 (including
marmoset monkey,
aldabra tortoise)

source: Aizawl Zoological Park,

Wildlife Crime Contraol
Sub-unit, Champhiai

Mae Sot, Thailand
(A border point through
which exotic species bred
in Thailand farms enter
Myanmar)

source: Indian afficials, local traders on both
sides of the border, guards in check gates,
drivers. porters, efc

asked about his rank in the Chin
National Front (CNF). "I control 57
villages here,” he says, with a hint
of pride.

Astheconversation turns towild-
life smuggling, he nonchalantly
scrolls through his smartphone,
displayving photos of his police
unit'sdrug confiscations. “*Weare
opposed toany form of smugglingto
India—be it drugs or wildlife. But
let’'sbeclear: weareinthemiddle of
awar. Aswespeak, oursoldiersare
fighting with the Myanmar Army
just 35 miles away.  don't have the
luxury to spare my forces tocheck
wildlife smuggling,” he adds.

The border bustles with activity.
Porters move freely back and forth
between India and Mvanmar, car-
rying goods across the bridge. On
the Myanmar side, the border gate

{
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Headloads of goods coming in from Myanmar to India

stands wide open, adorned with
blue flags bearing the emblem of
the Chin rebels —two hornbills.
In contrast, the Indian checkpoint
remains partially closed, although
porters are permitted to pass.

For the smugglers, noisy and ag-
gressive animals are a liability,
making them lessdesirable for traf-
ficking. Reptiles, onthe other hand,
are highly sought-after due totheir
abilitv tosurvive for extended peri-
ods without food or water. For birds,
careful planning goes beyond just
transport. Smugglers ensure they
haveaccesstocornand fruitduring
the journey to keep them alive.

The most common trafficking
route is from Mae Sot in Thailand
to Tahan via Mandalay. Pavments
are often made when the animals
reach Khawmawi. OnceinIndia, the
cargoembarks on acircultousroute:
Zokhawthar-Aizawl-
Kolasib-8ilchar

tions started easing, authorities in
the south Assam town of Silchar
were shocked to discover a smug-
gled kangaroo among a collection
of exotic animals.

Margaret Lalramchhani, direc-
tor of the Aizawl Zoological Park,
paintsaconcerning picture. “Based
onthe influxofexoticanimals sur-
rendered to ourzoo, 2022 stands out
as the peak vear for wildlife smug-
glingoriginating from Myanmar,”
she says. Though the number of
seizures has come down since
then, it still places a significant
burden on the zoo administration
and its resources. “Once the legal
proceedings are completed after
any seizure and confiscated ani-
mals are entrusted to our care, we
prioritise quarantine procedures,
as they could be carrying zoonotic
diseases,” she adds.

Located onat2-hec-
tare hilly campus

(Assam)-Jaintia Hills According to former near Mizoram's
{Meghalaya)-outskirts Assam P““‘:E_':hi‘!f capital, thezoofaces
of Guwahati-New BhaskarJyoti Ma- a unique challenge.
Bongaigaon — Cooch hanta, a significant The facility current-
Behar-Siliguri- INCreaseintheseizure |y houses 144 exotic
Kolkata. “Accordingto  Of @xotic animals coin- animals, birds, and
our intelligence, most Cided with the reptiles—all confis-

smuggled wildlife ends
up near Kolkata, a city
withahigh concentration ofbrokers
and buyers. Interestingly, some ani-
mals are kept there for up to a year
to acclimatise to their new envi-
ronment before being sold in other
major cities like Mumbai, Delhiand
Bengaluru,” says another officer,

“Wealthy buyvers in these metros,”
says the Champhai officer, “have
customised enclosures with con-
trolled temperature to house their
exotic acquisitions.”

THE COVID FACTOR

According to former Assam Police
chief Bhaskar Jvoti Mahanta, asig-
nificant increase in the seizure of
exotic animals coincided with the
Covid-19 pandemic. “Anupsurge of
wildlife smuggling from Myanmar
is a relativelv new phenomenon. It
emerged alongside the pandemice,”
he explains. A vivid illustration
of this phenomenon came to light
in July 2020. As lockdown restric-

Covid-19 pandemic

cated from wildlife
smugglers from
Myanmar—a staggering number
compared with its 192 native species.
It's 1mpﬂrtant to note that not all
seized animalsreach thezoo. Inthe
January 30 seizure, for example,
only 37 out of 49 animals survived
transportation. Someanimalsdiein
thezooaswell. Twospider monkeys,
seized in Champhai in September
2022, have died. One of the mon-
keys, a male, died of snake bites a
vear later. His mate, a female mon-
key, apparently could not bear the
loneliness and died sometime after.
“Caring for these exotic animals
presents a unique learning curve,”
says Bethsebi Lalremruati, arangeof-
ficerposted inthe zoo. “Forexample,
we initially struggled to understand
why analbinoBurmesepython inour
care wouldn't eat therats and chicks
we provided. It turned out that this
particularvariety haspoorevesight,
afact weweren'tinitially awareof.”
shantany. sharmafimesgroup.com.
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Instead of Show & Tell, Big

Shephali Bhatt
1
Abhishek Kumar finds himself con-
sumed by Googleand Meta'sad trans-
parency reports. What are those, you
ask? These are data-rich web pages
providing vital information on politi-
cal advertising. They display ads re-
leased by political advertisers on the
two big-tech platforms, along with
details like how big is the size of the
audience the ads are meant to target,
itsdemographics, how muchmoney is
spent on showeasing these ads and if
anyadswereremoved for policy viola-
tions, among others.

These reports claim to enhance
transparency and accountability of
platforms as well as political adver-
tisersduring theongoing Indianelec-
tions, said to be the world's most ex-
pensivepoll sofar, withananticipated
spending of 71.35 tril-
lion, as per the Centre

. ; ey yiolation
for Media Studies. aemoved for 8 policy VIoXd
Digital campaigning
1sbelieved toformasig Bl

nificant chunk of this
overall pie. Google Ads
Transparency Center
shows that between
February 20 and May
19, 2024, BJP spent T78.5
croreon Google Ads and
Display Network, while
Congressshelledout#39.5
crore, Similarly, Meta Ad
Library Reportstates BJP
putTl8crore inadvertising
across its platforms in this
period, compared with
Congress'sT10crore,

A senior fact-checker at Alt News,
Kumar tracks these reports to gauge
hate speech and misinformation in
political ads. Despite the abundance
ofdatatoparsethrough, Kumarfinds
thesereports oftenobscuremorethan
they reveal, raising more questions
than the answers they provide.

Fr&irm

ILLUSION OF TRANSPARENCY
Transparency reportsareessentially
a way for big tech companies to alter

The purpose of
transparency reports was to
assure the public that platforms
are actively engagingin
content moderation. But
without independent
verification of these
reports, confidence
in their accuracy and
effectiveness remains
lacking”
MISHI CHOUDHARY,

founder, Software Freedom
Law Center, India
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Tech Plays Hide & Se

Ad transparency reports of Google and

Meta, which should be providing vital
iInformation on political advertisers, are

found wanting in many aspects

this ad.

T A

the impression that they aren’t do-
ing enough on content moderation.
However, with heightened scrutiny
this yvear, when many countries, in-
cluding Mexico, the UK and the US,
head tothepolls, researcherssay these
reports merely create an illusion of
transparency, often circumventing
the valuesthey claim touphold.
Kumar notes that Meta Ad Library
Report combines ads on social issues
with political and election ads, com-
plicating the filtering and analysis of
politicaladvertising. Metaalsolimits
accesstodatatospecificdaterangesin
its ad library report. “You can access
dataforcustomiseddaterangesby
visiting a specific advertiser's
page,” he clarifies. *But this
might beintentional because
itis harder to scrutinise 500
advertiser pages instead of
analysingtheconsolidated
report.”
While much of Kumar's
recent work has criti-
cised Meta's modera-
tion of advertising
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Google Ads Meta Ad .
Transparency Center Library Report
. POl Data FromMay 31,2018
TRy -.-..-:-;-::I-:'::':.":::I---J-\:1- S a“ailahiliw

From Feb 21, 2019

Daterange Flexible, cancheck datain | Limited date range
this period for any specific | for p-mitical ads unless
duration checked for specific pages/
advertisers
LR Report only shows Report shows social,
political ads; does not political, election ads,
include surrogate ads by making it harder to filter
influencers and celebs political ads
Access Limited data access onsite, | Limited access on site, CSV
no CSV file file access but unfit for
monitoring video content
Policy Doesn't show ad taken Shows the ad taken down
violation down for policy violation, | for policy violation, doesn’t
or share the specific policy | cite specific cause of
violated violation
Third-party Not allowed, you take their | Not allowed, take their
audit of report RUlI{R:]d} word for it

Source: ET Research, fact-checkers, academicians tracking misinformation and political advertising

content, he says Meta surpasses
Google in transparency in some as-
pects: it allows users to view ads re-
moved for policy violations, offering
insights intospecificbreached guide-
lines. In contrast, Google only men-
tions the removal of an ad for policy

violations without displaving the ad
or specifving reasons. “This makes
vouwonderifGoogleisrunningaway
from its responsibility,” says Kumar.

Further, Google's report does not
show whether an ad is active or inac-
tive, it only gives the date the ad was

last shown, he adds. “Unlike Meta, it
does not provide a filter for active sta-
tus, making it difficult todistinguish
between activeand inactiveads.”
Earlier this month, ET examined
political ads on Google from April 15,
when the Indian elections began, to
Mayv12. TheGoogle AdsTransparency
Centerlogged 89,000+ political adsdur-
ingthisperiod. Amongtherecentads,
atleast 188 wereremovedfor violating
ad policies. All these ads came from
BJP. However, the limited ad display
on the page (the site times out after
loading roughly 3,000 ads) prevented
areview of all released ads. Thus, de-
termining which party had the most
violationsremainschallenging.
Inanemailcorrespondence, aGoogle
spokesperson told ET, “Googleiscom-
mitted to maintaining transparency
and integrity in political advertising.
Only advertisers that have been veri-
fied through the Google verification
process for election ads find a men-
tion in our Transparency report.
Advertisers are required to comply
with all ad policies, which include
a wide range of prohibited content,
as well as editorial and technical
standards. When we find ads that
violatethese policies, weblock them.”

Election ad policies and verification
requirements vary by region, the
spokesperson adds.

Google didn’t disclose the number
of ads removed for rule violations or
which party had the most violations.
If the transparency report allowed
access to all ads, these questions
wouldn'tarise.

This highlights a fundamental

pmhlem with trans parency reports.
“While all content is theoretically

- d‘.’:ulr.ltﬂf.—* individuals can't verify

it because the page times out after
. apoint. Thecontentisntaccessible
. as advertised,” says Katie
"4 Paul, director of Tech
Transparency Project
“(TTP), a US-based re-
search initiative that
aims to hold large tech
companiesaccountable.
Meta isn’'t much better
in this regard. While
it lets users download
aCSV filetoview dataina
spreadsheet/Excel sheet,
Paul says this method
* makesithardertomonitor
video content.
Lookingatqualitativedata
bevond sheer numbers is
crucial for T'TP's work in
understanding the impact

Transparency reports

must detail the process for
reviewing and removing political
ads as content moderation
is increasingly driven by Al,
particularly at
companies like Meta,
which recently
made headlines for
laying off most
of its elections
team”

KATIE PAUL,
director, Tech
Transparency
Project

Facebook had banned the personal
accounts of academics from New
York University's Ad Observatory
project “who researched ad trans-
parency and the spread of misin-
formation on the social network”,
Facebook said the group violated
itstermsof service by scraping user
data without permission. But the
academics noted they were being
silenced for exposing problems on
Facebook's platform, as per the ar-

ticle. Metareplied toan ET query on
the topic with background informa-

tion on its ad library but did not ad-

of po- litical hate speech. dress specific questions.

“I'm still recovering from EU's Digital With no consistency of
the aftermath of the 2020 US  Services Act access and no third-party
election,” says Paul. “Now, could bring audits of these reports, the
problematic content ismore  ghout stan- plavbook essentially goes
organised, withnopushback dardisationto thus:“Isettherules,Itook
from the platforms. They transparency the action, and you have
don't disclose the review reports to trust me”, says Mishi

process for removed ads
and increasingly rely on imperfect
Al solutions for content moderation.
Companies like Meta have even dis-
mantled their elections team in an
election vear,” she adds. Bigtech plat-
forms otten blame the complications
ofmanagingdatavolume. “In2024, not
usingtheirexpertisetotackletheseis-
suesisachoice,” Paul says.

As they stand, the transparency
reports are more like transparency
theatre, says Prateek Waghre, ex-
ecutive director, Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF), India. “If you are
not providing meaningful informa-
tion, vou are just putting on a show
of transparency.” The platform also
needstoexplainwhy ittakessolongto
takedown certainads, adds Waghre,
referring tohalfadozenrecent politi-
caladson Google that gained closeto
400,000 impressions and staved ac-
tive for about 12 days—an excessive
amount of time during elections.

Platforms like Meta have also
cut off access to data in the past. In
August 2021, The Verge reported how

Choudhary, founder of
Software Freedom Law Centre, India.
“Thatdoesn't inspireconfidence,” she
adds. However, she is hopeful, like
mostresearchers ET spoketo, thatthe
EU's Digital Services Act will bring
about standardisation to transpar-
ency reports and set rules that could
becomea global standard soon.
Until then, platforms will continue
to operate differently based on each
country’s regulatory requirements,
An emailed query to the Election
Commission of India on the topic did
not elicit a response till press time. In
countries without strict legal man-
dates, companies will continue to
play fastand loose with transparency
reports, according to Choudhary.
“Look how better prepared Meta isfor
theupcomingUSelectionsthanithas
beenfor India. Thecompanyclaimsit
will be able to mark Al-manipulated
ads by June,” shesays. But by then, the
Indianelections—where Al deepfakes
have reportedly flooded the political
ad scene—willbeover.,
shephali bhattictimesgroup.com
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Vikas Dandekar

r Uday Ananth Pai, a Mumbai-
based paediatrician, has been
troubled by an ethical dilemma
over the past few years. The
doctor has seen an alarming
rise in the use of aclass of medicines that
are not approved to be prescribed for in-
fants and children. Yet, even while their
reckless use is known to cause health com-
plications, he says, there isno let-up.

A distraught Pai has finally decided to
voice his views. He says doctors prescribe
for children proton pump inhibitors
(PPIs). medicines that are mostly used to
treat heartburn or acid reflux in adults.
Evenamong adults, theseare used in wor-
rving numbers and are not always pre-
scribed for indications approved by regu-
lators anywhere in the world.

PPls are drugs that work by inhibiting
acid secretions in the stomach. It brings
fast relief in cases of peptic ulcers and
episodes of gastroesophageal reflux dis-
ease (GERD). GERD is stomach acids
flowing back into the tube connecting the
mouth and the esophagus. PPIs are avail-
able as tablets, capsules and injections
and are becoming as ubiquitous as a
Crocin to manage fever.

The reason for the popularity of PPIs
among doctors and patients is not tough
to gauge. With unhealthy lifestvles and
dietary habits, acidity 1s common among
Indians. While many brands of PPIs are
sold almost over-the-counter, Pan,
Pantop, Omez and Rablet fly off the
chemist’s shelves,

Pai has raised two red flags. First, he ob-
jects toirresponsible prescriptions by doc-
tors. Second, he warns those who habitu-
ally pop such medicines. He says there are
clear age-specificconditions that requirea
therapy and then there are cases for which
we cannot give drugs like PPIs. He says
pantoprazole is prescribed for children but
warns that it cannot be recommended to
anvone below the age of 1 vear;

Pantoprazole leads in PPI categories.
Amit Mookim, MD of IQVIA South Asia,
which tracks prescription trends, says
while many new brands have entered
this segment, the top playvers have con-
solidated their positions. Pantoprazole
and its combination products contribute
nearly 50% of the market and are grow-
ing. One of the key factors driving in-
creased usage, he says, is co-prescription

While many brands of PPIs are
sold almost over-the-counter,
Pan, Pantop, Omez and Rablet fly
off the chemist's shelves.

PPI provides fast relief, but going
by the US FDA's guidelines, it

is not safe beyond approved
indications and an upper limit of
six to eight weeks

of PPI molecules with amoxicillin & cla-
vulanate fixed dose combination and par-
acetamol and its fixed dose combination,
which has increased significantly over
the last five vears. Co-prescription refers
to a medicine that a doctor adds to in-
crease or suppress the effects of a drug
used to address the actual illness.

PAN-INDIAN PROBLEM

The leading pantoprazole brands are Pan,
Pantop and Pantocid. Sales of pantopra-
zole drugs in India stands at over 71,800
crore for the 12 months ending April 2024.
Mumbai-based drug maker Alkem leads
with its single-brand sales at 7617 crore.
The second spot is taken by Aristo’s
Pantop with sales of 370 crore, followed
by Sun Pharma’'s Pantocid, with sales
worth 2289 crore.

Pai says PPI provides fast relief, but go-
ing by the US FDA's guidelines, it is not
safe beyond approved indications and an
upper limit of six to eight weeks. “There
is data to back it up,” he says.

Paiisnotalone in pushing for arational
use of PPIs. Research papers have piled
up that show overuse of PPIs can lead to
adverse events.

A report in the Indian Journal of
Crastroenterology last vear detailed guide-
lines for optimising the use of PPIs. It
sayvs, “They (PPIs) are freely available
and based on current evidence, use of
PPIls for inappropriate indications and
duration appears to be common. Over the
years, concerns have been raised on the
safety of PPIs as they have been associ-
ated with several adverse effects. Hence,
there isa need for PPI stewardship to pro-
mote the use of PPlsforappropriate indi-
cation and duration.”
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According to the US FDA, PPIs are ap-
proved for the treatment of GERD, dys-
pepsia, erosive esophagitis, peptic ulcer
and hyvpersecretory conditions such as
Zollinger-Ellison syndrome and for man-
aging certain inflammations. But in
India those guidelines are seldom fol-
lowed by doctors, pharmaceutical com-
panies, or patients.

Take lansoprazole, a smaller category
of PPI drugs, which had sales worth
118 crore (12-month MAT till April
2024), Cipla’s brand Junior Lanzol had
sales of ¥96 crore,. The brand is pre-
scribed for a wide range of conditions,
including diarrhoea and gastroenteri-
tis, acute upper respiratory infections,
viral infections, constipation, fever and
asthma. “Of the total prescriptions,
only 18% were for approved indica-
tions,” says an advisor in pharma mar-
keting. On a lighter note, he says, “If
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Don't Pop
That Pill Daily

Doctors are raising red flags about the reckless
prescription of proton pump Inhlblt0r§ thi
used to treat acid reflux: '
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A recent study by the Indian Council of Medical Research shows
pantoprazole among the most randomly prescribed drugs. A
few other medicines examined from 7,800 prescriptions that
were labelled as "unacceptable” include combinations of

rabeprazole and domperidone

you are ill, you take pills and if you are
not ill, take more pills.”

USE, DON'T OVERUSE
While the overuse of such drugs is ram-
pant, some experts say PPl works as a co-
prescription drug. In cases where nausea
or acidity is caused by a medicine, it may
be needed. Mandar Kubal, an expert in
respiratory drugs, savs in malaria, chlo-
roguine may cause nausea or vomiting
and, therefore, a PPl with domperidone
has a clearrole.

Similarly, an orthopaedic expert may
prescribe a PPI with the painkiller ace-

clofenac for sprain or backache. Doctors
prescribe non-steroidal anti-inflammato-
ry drugs (NSAIDs), but Kubal says these
may lead to peptic ulcers. In such cases,
he adds, short-term use of PPIs for three
to five days is not unreasonable. “Other
than by gastroenterology specialists,
writing PPls for the long term is not de-
sirable,” says Kubal.

In practice, such principles are not fol-
lowed. A recent study by the Indian
Council of Medical Research shows pan-
toprazole among the most randomly pre-
scribed drugs. A few other medicines ex-
amined from 7,800 prescriptions that were

TOP PP1 BRANDS

DRUG BRANDS COMPANY  MAT VALUE
inz crore,
April 2024 -

Pantoprazole 18011 oY

Pan Alkem 617.7

Pantop Aristo Pharma 370.1

Pantocid Sun Pharma 289.1

Razo Dr Reddy's 101.9

Rablet Lupin 709

Veloz Torrent Pharma 56.8

Sompraz Sun Pharma 1116

Nexpro Torrent Pharma 105.6

Neksium Pfizer 299

Omez Dr Reddy's 217.7

Ocid Zydus Cadila 428

Omey Intas Pharma 56
Lansoprazole 118.0

Juniorianzol Cipla 96.9

Lanzoprax  Macleods Pharma 7.0

Lanspro Alkem 6.5

MAT: Moving annual total

DISEASES FOR WHICH
PP1 WAS PRESCRIBED
lH THE PAST YEAR

Acute upper respiratory infections

2 Diarrhoea/gastroenteritis
3 Acid peptic disease/acidity/
hyperacidity

Low back pain/backache

Dental caries
Gastritis and duodenitis
Viral infection

Hypertension
Gastro-esophageal reflux disease
Respiratory tract infection
Periapical abscess/pulpitis
Disorders of teeth
Gingivitis and periodontal diseases

14 Allergic rhinitis

15 Urinary tract infection
Source: Industry
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PP

labelled as “unacceptable” include combi-
nations of rabeprazole and domperidone.

Dr Cyriac Abby Philips, a hepatologist
based in Aluva, Kerala, objects to the in-
discriminate use of PPls. Philips, who
works at the Liver Institute in Rajagiri
Hospital, says irrational prescriptions of
“gas medications” such as PPIs are the
reason why patients get “hooked on™ to
this seemingly benign but dangerous
group of drugs. Known to be vocal,
Philips has a strong following on X,

“Many physicians are to be blamed for
the illogical and unwarranted use of this
group of drugs in patients,” says Philips.
Headmitsthat drugs such as omeprazole,
esomeprazole, pantoprazole, lansopra-
zole, dexlansoprazole and rabeprazole
are so potent that the World Health
Organization has included them on the
list of Essential Medicines. But their use,
he says, beyvond approved indications is
where things may worsen. “People prefer
gself-medication for heartburn or indiges-
tion symptoms such as fullness, bloating,
stomach pain and excessive burping but
it 1s recommended that PPIs be used for
no more than 14 dayvs,” he adds.

Philips says when such drugs are over-

Source: Industry

In 2019, the Drug Controller
General of India issued orders
directing drug producers to
include a package insert that
shows Acute Kidney Injury
(AKI) as an adverse reaction
caused by PPIs. But that

is not seen as an effective
countermeasure

used, they are known to reduce magne-
sium levels in the body that can predis-
pose a person to muscle weakness,
seizures and heart rate abnormalities,
“Since the acidie environment of the
stomach serves as a protective barrier
against infections and use of PPIs dis-
rupts that barrier, long-term use of these
medications predisposes people to severe
infections, especially those with underly-
ing liver disease or cancer,” says Philips.
“The non-recommended use of PPIs is
contraindicated in people with cirrhosis,
especially a terrible condition called
‘spontaneous bacterial peritonitis’
which is associated with high risk of
death in liver patients,” Philips adds.

The excessive use of PPIs mayv also
cause vitamin and iron deficiency and
even possibly bone fractures. “PPls
have been notorious to cause a dreadful
clinical complication in cirrhosis pa-
tients, called hepatic encephalopathy
where brain failure happens in the
presence of high ammonia and infec-
tions,” says Philips.

However, Philips desists from creating
fear among people. “The over-the-coun-
ter use of PPIs must be curbed or limited
to less than 14 days while the actual rea-
sons for abdominal complaints/symp-
toms can be sought and treated,” he says.

Dr Pavan Dhoble, a gastroenterology
consultant in Mumbai’s PD Hinduja
Hospital. says he regularly sees patients
who have been on PPls for over a decade,
Dhoble and his senior Dr Philip Abraham
are drafting a set of guidelines, taking
lessons from their practice. Dhoble says
the bigger issue is the easy availability of
drugs from medical shops without pre-
scriptions.

Almost 90% cases of bloating and gas
are functional, but physicians are in a
hurry to write medicines. “"When pa-
tients see relief and no harm, popping
pills becomes a habit,” he says, adding
that regulatory bodies should take action
against the OTC sale of such medicines.

In 2019, the Drug Controller General of
India issued orders directing drug pro-
ducers to include a package insert that
shows Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) as an
adverse reaction caused by PPls. But that
is not seen as an effective countermeas-
ure. Dhoble says such inserts, literature
or monographs carry evervthing from
head to toe, but people pay little heed to
them. Doctors, he says. should identifv
high-risk patients with underlying con-
ditions such as diabetes or chronic kid-
ney disease as there could be transient
issues for them.

A few years ago, he says, PPIs came in
strengths of 10 mg, but most drug makers
have moved on to 20 mg, 40 mg and 80 mg
pills. “Why was that change needed?” he
asks. "For doctors, tapering off PPIs has
now become tougher.”

vikas.dandekariatimesgroup.com
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It is customary for airlines to allow
people in wheelchairs, usually sen-

The Flying Thief SR Ty

the

travel agents? Speaking to ET
Prime, Usha Rangnani, deputy
commissioner of police at
Indira Gandhi
International Airport, does

Kapoor reportedly used to
board connecting flights,
especially from Delhi that
carry passengers arriving

101 citizens, to board first, It's a fair
practice and a polite gesture. You
are old, tentative, you get to vour
seat and struggle to put yvour cabin
Iuggage in the overhead bin. And
then you sit back. You expect water
and a cold towel, but what vou don’t
expect is Rajesh Kapoor from
Paharganj, Delhi.

He had been allegedly marking
older people for a while and using
priority boarding to get into the air-
craft after senior citizens. Once
thev sit down, Kapoor gets up and
quickly opens their suitcase and
rummages through it, allegedly
grabbing whatever valuables he
can. He quickly zips the luggage
back, sits down and enjoys cirrus
clouds at 35,000 feet.

Kapoor had been allegedly doing
this across different flight sectors
till April 11. That's when a woman,
travelling from Hyderabad to Delhi,
complained to the police that jewel-
lery worth 7 lakh had been stolen
from her handbag. An investigating
officer in Delhi joined the dots.
Earlier, on February 2, another pas-
senger had complained to the police
that valuables worth 20 lakh had
gone missing.

Kapoor was arrested on May 13
after the Delhi Police nailed him
with the help of airport security
cameras, airline data and call re-
cords. He allegedly took as many as
200 flights in less than a year, some-
times travelling multiple times in
a day, using his dead brothers’ cre-

How a frequent flyer allegedly stole

goods worth a crore (and more) from
cabin baggage on Indian flights

dentials and phone number. He
would keep his own phone
switched off, turning it on only
once in a while.

Following his arrest, the Delhi
Police said: “On sustained interro-
gation of the accused, he confessed
his guilt in both the cases and sev-
eral other cases and disclosed that
he used to commit theft of jewellery
and other val
uables in air-
craft. He fur-
ther disclosed
that he used to target elderly female
passengers carryving handbags and
secretly stole their valuables.”

If Kapoor paid 7,500 for his ticket
on average, he may have spent near-
ly 215 lakh on these 200 flights, but
the returns in just four cases of
theft directly linked to him are
worth nearly 1 crore, according to
policedata. Assuming that he got 50
paise per rupee from his fence (who
“bought” the stolen material),
Kapoor would still have pocketed
750 lakh. That's a 3x return on in-
vestment in two yvears.

Kapoor owns a hotel called Ricky
Deluxe in Paharganj, has a money-
changing business and a mobile
phone-repair shop in Delhi.

- BETPrime

MODUS OPERANDI

Kapoor reportedly used to board
connecting flights, especially from
Delhi that carry passengers arriv-
ing from busy international hubs
like Chicago and New York to
Indian cities such as Amritsar,
Hyderabad and Bengaluru.

Seniorcitizens are often given pri-
ority boarding, so Kapoor would
also reported-
ly pay to get
priority board-
ing. During
this phase of the flight, there are
very few people in the cabin and the
overhead bins are open. Once in-
side, Kapoor would allegedly select
a target, open her cabin bag and
steal items of use to him. Kapoor
even asked some passengers who
had kept their bags on their lap to
keep them in the bin.

Most elderly people on connecting
flights are tired, after a long flight,
plus immigration and other checks.
Kapoor reportedly took advantage
of their exhaustion.

“A thief can take vour bag from the
conveyor belt also, Those cases are
very common. But I have never
heard of this modus operandi be-
fore. This person seems to be a pro-

fessional.” savs a senior airline of-
ficial, who does not want to be
named.

A senior member of Air India’s
cabin crew, too, says he has never

Kapoor would opt for
priority boarding. Inside
the aircraft, he would
allegedly select a target,
often an elderly woman,
open her cabin bag and
steal valuables

ILLUSTRATION: ZAHID
heard of such a trick on a domestic
flight. “On international [routes],
there is an entire cartel. We never
used to switch off thelights at night
on Hong Kong flights from Delhi
and Mumbai because of similar
thefts,” he says.

Why Hong Kong flights? “Many
diamond merchants fly on that
route,” the crew member adds.

Could there be a cartel involved in
this case, too? How did Kapoor get
to know which would be an impor-
tant connecting flight? Could there
be collusion ot airline ofticials or

not rule out this angle. She says the
police are investigating if there is
some connection, like a common
crew for the flights he took, ete,
though the process is still at a “nas-
cent stage”,

“He iz a habitual offender and is
also into satta and gambling,” says
Rangnani. “Since we have caught
him, many more people have
reached out to me, saying their
things were also stolen. We are in-
vestigating this further”

Kapoor allegedly honed his skills
in trains. He reportedly began
stealing in 2005, when he was
around 21, travelling on India’s
massive frain network and stealing
from people’s bags as they slept
soundly. Kapoor allegedly took a
break from stealing around 2018. Tt
is quite possible that during this
period Kapoor allegedly tried his
hand at stealing from the very
guests who stayed at his hotel,
Rickv Deluxe. also called Ricky Dx.
His family lived on the top floor of
this hotel.

“Worst (hotel)...our money was
stolen from the room while it was
locked...Can't recommend anvone
to visiteveragain...Inan emergen-
cy you can't expect any staff to co-
operate,” Omkar Kakeru wrote in
his review in 2019, recalling his
harrowing tale, like most of the
167 reviewers of thisone star-rated
property on MakeMyTrip. Many
even called the hotel a “sanctuary
of rats” which extorted extra mon-

from busy international
hubs like Chicago and New
York to Indian cities such as
Amritsar and Hyderabad

ey on check-outs. Some were even
reportedly thrown out of the hotel
before the check-out for no fault of
theirs,

“Worst experience as owner's fams-
ily started fighting with each other
and asked everyone to leave the ho-
tel. It was difficult for us to manage
the accommodation in the even-
ing,” Shivam Tiwari wrote in his
2023 review.

In 2022, Kapoor decided it was
time to upgrade. He allegedly shift-
ed his theft operations to flights, al-
most exclusively He started taking
what the Delhi Police call “premi-
um"” airlines like Air India and
Vistara. Both are full-service air-
lines and fly abroad, with the for-
mer going all the way to the US and
the latter to Europe.

Why did the cabin crew not smell
anything fishy? They are supposed
to be the gatekeepers of passenger
luggage on flights. A senior airline
official says the crew should have
been more alert.

Whether Kapoor worked alone or
as part of a cartel would only be
known as the investigation pro-
gresses. For now, Air India and
Vistara have lost one of their fre-
quent fliers.
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WHY WE MUST STAND WITH STANDING PASSENGERS (FROM OUR SITTING SEATS)

For those who think that air travel has to be cabined, cribbed and confined to passengers in seats, think again - the ‘sitting-standing’ air traveller will revolutionise the industry with 'Kumbh class’ flying

RED HERRING

IHDHAJTI' HAZRA

Fwandered lonelyasacloud

That floatson higho'er valesand hills,

With no seatsin I ploughed
Tostand behind without any frills.

I Wandered Into a Plane, William

Wordsworthless

Gatecrashing a party is one thing.

aroused. In a country where people un-
buckle their seat belts and stand up to
barge out of the aircraft the moment a
plane hits the tarmac, why Kill the en-
gines for one standing passenger?

It turns out that the last outpost of
consistent law enforcement in India is
very strict about all passengers sitting
down during take-off, landing and tur-
bulence. Not because like the Enforce-
ment DHMrectorate it can, but because
vou can't wear a seat belt if yvou're not
sifting, and wearing aseat belt isanon-
negotiable safety procedure. Airlines
would prefer vou to die sitting down if
there isa mishap.

In 2010, the now-defunet Tatarstan
Airlines-no, itwasn'towned by the Ta-
tar Group-hada5-hour flight from An-
talva in Turkey to Ekaterinburg in
Russia where not one, but six passen-

Pichai says India is the hot testing
ground for Al | say it's the hot testing

ground for standing air travel

Buthangon. Back innon-Russianair-
lines, if wearing a seat belt is the only
real reason why sitting is the only op-
tion, why not find a design option for a
beltthatallows you tostand?

ItturnsoutthatI'mnottheonlysmart
chapintheroom. [talian seat manufac-
turer Aviointeriors had unveiled Sky-
Rider, a ‘standing seat’ with a belt at
the 2010 Aircraft Interiors Expo Amer-
icas in Long Beach, California. This
wasanearvertical seat, much like a bi-
cycle saddle, where you can sit-stand.
It took up much less space - just 23
inches — than the average economy
seat.

-
-
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with the masses, derriere-defyving Sky-
Rider travel is ‘Kumbh class’.
thatnoairlineshasapproved SkvRider
3.0 -
the seat in place now removed - vet,

Except
SkyRider with the pole that kept

you read the specification of the
A380 or the A320 — or the A321 or

. the 737, vou read that it’s not al-

lowed to be installed at a pitch of
less than 28 [inches], while the
pitch of the Skyrider is 23, ex-
plained Aviointeriors engineer-
ing advisor Gaetano Perugini at
the Aircrafts Interior Expo 2019 in
Hamburg. So, as of now, the Ius-
cious prospect of airlines cram-
ming more bodies into a plane that
would make sardines in a can feel
like Emirates first-class passen-
gers - and them making tonne-
loads of money —isstillintheair.

airtravel someday Budget airline Rva-
nair CEQ Michael O'Leary had even
pitched the idea in 2010 as part of his
plans to ‘revolutionise’ passenger be-
haviour. ‘Boeing can put a man on the
moon. So, I am sure they are able to
make these [standing seats with a belt
going around the shoulder asuccess,’a
Rvanair spokesperson had said. Boe-
ing hasn’t, and Ryanair’s £4 a ticket
‘standing’ rate for 1-2 hr flight remains
acheapskate's pie inthesky.

Sundar Pichai sayvs India is the hot
testing ground for Al products and ser-
vices, | say it's the hot testing ground
for standing air travel. By having pas-
sengers willing to stand through 1-2
hour flights for £500-600 tickets - and
trust me there will be enough fliers
willing, especially if there are hand-
straps like they have in the metro — not

Gatecrashing a plane is quite another,
But last Tuesday, when a Mumbai-Va-
ranasiIndiGo flight had to stop taking
off when theflight staff detected some-
one standing in the shadows at the
bhack of the aircraft, my curiosity was

cers of a tour group stood throughout
the journey after a change of planes
left them without their booked seats.
They had been given the option of tak-
ing the next flight 7 hours later. They
chosetotakeastand.

Shashi Tharoor, if you thought
‘cattle class’ was about travelling ¢

ITSREALLY A
STANDING OFFER

L
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ans — being as sensitive to price as
Count Dracula was to light - leaves
the 23-inch gap between sit-standing
passengers (with a specific, small
range of body tvpe)openfor’'standing’

SEN & SENSIBILITY

RAJYASREE SEN

Succumbing to the

Low Charms of

Calcutta High Court

India’s oldest high court is a microcosm
of Kolkata's current state of affairs

Satyajit Ray’s house is on my left as I'm stuck in
traffic waiting for Trinamool MP Abhishek Ba-
nerjee’s cavalcade to pass by while I am on my
way toIndia'soldesthigh court. Thedriverisdis-
cussing whether the state's future is bright, and
I'm looking out at posters of the best-looking po-
litical candidates I've seen in a while, encourag-
ing me to vote for what looks like a three-leaved

clover.
There's a

certain charm to Kolkata, even for

people who wrinkle their noses at the detritus
left behind while the city’s vounger generation
keeps upping and leaving. This doesn’t apply to
business families — whether Marwari, the rare

Bengali one, Sindhi or Punjabi
or Tata.

or work at I'TC

Lastweek, Iwasinmyerstwhile home in Kolka-
ta. I was headed to the Calcutta High Court to
keepfighting the good fight of getting one of our
great PSUs off our private property, which
they've been squatting on since 2001. A visit to

Ad Infinitum Babudom, e

But that other penchant of Indi-

only will airlines be able toup their ca-
pacity by some 40%, but it’ll also free
up my leg space for a more affordable
regular cattle class price.

d Tape Zindabad!

In the venerable ministry of dhandabaji, the objective isn't ease of doing business, but wheeze of doing business

JUGULAH VEIN

JUG SURAIYA

Twobabus, Grade l11C, from the minis-
trv of dhandabaji were reading a news
report, brows furrowed with anxiety
MNoting their perturbance, Raju, the tea
boy, who is simpatico to babudom, solic-
itously enguired, “What's the matter, sir-
jees? What's bothering yousomuch? Is it
the Ukraine maramari? The Gaza gol-
maal? Climate change? The voter count
of the latestlegof elections?

‘Ukraine, Gaza, climate, and voters be
blowed.,’ said Babu No 1. ‘We've no time
to worry about such trivial matters
when we'refacing a crisis that threatens
ourexistence.’

“Tell me all,” urged Raju. ‘Perhaps 1 can
help.

‘A management organisation’s report
says to do business, India Inc must navi-
cate 1,536 Acts, rules, and regulations,
69,233 compliances, and 6,618 annual fil-
ings. It's terrible. It shows we're not do-
ing our jobs, and might have to opt for
VRS, said Babu No. 2 despondently;

‘I can see why you're worried and feel
yvou're not doing your jobs. Those fig-
ures show that sirjees aren't pulling
vour weight and may well have to take
VRS’

‘There’s more,’ said Babu No. 1 gloomi-
Iy “The study goes on to clarifyv that the
numberof Acts, rules, regulations, com-
pliances and annual filings, don't apply
toall commercial enterprises across the
board, but vary depending on the nature
of the business, its geographical loca-
tion and reach, and the number of em-
ployees on its payroll.’

‘It also shows that noless than 30.1% of
the applicable rules and regulations
come under the single head of ‘labour’,
as do 47% of compl ianm:c_., 46% of fil-
ings, and 68% of prmusmns that carry
clauses for imprisonment,’ chipped in
Babu No. 2.

‘I'm sorry to say, but these numbers
prove that you've been less than diligent
in pursuing your duties. We must do
something to improve these numbers,’
said Raju.

‘We agree, and that’s why the two of us
are sitting here, wondering how to bring
down all these humongous numbers of
Acts, rules, regulations, and complianc-
es, not to mention annual filings,” said
BabuNo. 1.

Raju’s eyvebrows shot up in astonish-
ment, asdid theteaglassesonthetray he
was carrving. ‘Bring down the numbers
of Acts, rules, regulations, compliances,
not to mention annual filings? he ex-

'These nhumbers prove you've not been
diligent in pursuing your duties'
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theoldestof thethreehighcourtsinIndia, estab-
lished in 1862, was worth looking forward to for
historical and aesthetic (sic) reasons.

The good thing about the Calcutta High Court
premises is that they reflect how legal cases are
filled with doom and gloom, sweat and dust. Af-
ter driving through wide tree-lined avenues,
past the majestic Akashvani Bhawan next to
Eden Gardens, and the state legislative assemb-
ly. you are greeted by the road to eternal damna-
tion.

I'vemadethisodysseyafewtimes. Andit'scom-
forting in a way that nothing changes. Hundreds
of cars are parked away from the court, and you
have to walk to whichever chamber vou need to
visit. The build-
ings that house B
the chambers @
date back almost
200 years and
have not beenren-
ovated or re-
paired since then.

The most influ-
ential chambers
are housed in
ramshackle
buildings  with
high ceilings,
broken-down

stone steps and L
dusty, curved T
wooden bannis- |

ters. Not an inch
of space has been
left unoccupied.

The British Raj's
oift to thelegal profession is the black suit witha
white starched collar and black cape for lawyers
—inatropical country. The long arm of the law is
just an appendage to its sweaty body. Chambers
dot Post Office Road, and what is referred to as
‘typewriter lawyers' sitting in anyv spare space
on the non-existent pavements and entrances to
the buildings, offering to file yvour plaint. But
more attractively, if you lower your gaze waist-
level, vou'll notice little food outlets in 3x4 foot
cubbyholes, where sweatier men prepare the
tastiest samosas (shingaras in Bengali), jalebis
(jilipis), and curry and rice for the broken and
the weak who do rounds of the court that even
Dante would find confounding.

Through it all, vou can hear people discussing
whetheractor Rachna Banerjee is goingtobe top
draw for TMC, whether BJP can hold on to the
CPI{M)vote bank, and who knew thattherewasa
rajbari or a rajmata at Krishnanagar in Nadia
district, and how many Monami Ghoshes are
equal to one Locket Chatterjee (again, both ac-
tors).

If vou want a crash course in Bengal politics,
stop at any corner of Kolkata, perk your earsup,
and you'll become a master in realpolitik.

There are no frayed tempers or aggression on
display for all the heat, dust, and milling masses.
People eat wvegetarian curry and fish curry
shoulder-to-shoulder, cooked by the same man,
without beating each other up, or asking the
cook his caste. And in all its melee and state of
déshabille, that's the charm of Kolkata.

LAW, AND ORDER

Like the little grey mouse, I saw running across §

legal tomes in one of the high courtchambers ig-
nored by lawvers, even Kolkata's citizens like to
live and let live, whether you side with Locket-di
or Didi No. 1. There’'s space for everyone. Even if
the space is, well, as Kolkatan as Calcutta High 3
Court.

Yes, We Cannes, Without
Bowing to the Western Gaze

Indian stories depicted with sensitivity deserve all the phoren taaliyan 'n’ visibility

ANNA MM VETTICAD

Should we celebrate? Should
we not? These guestions inevita-
bly come up each time Indian art
and artists gain attention or win
awards in White-dominated
countries. As the unexpected
burst of Indian talents at the
Cannes Film Festival 2024 be-
came a talking point this week, 1
was reminded once again of how
our fellow Indians tend to swing
between extremes in reaction to
recognition from the West,

Atoneendof that seesaw isanef-
fusive ‘Oh my god! She/he/they/1
have arrived now that the mighty
West hasnoticed them/me.” Atthe
other end is a shrug and “Yeah,
whatever: What's the bigdeal?

Extreme 1 is a cringe-worthy
measure of the colonial hangover
that still afflicts many of us. Ex-
treme 2 is illogical and impracti-
cal.

For many complex - and, ves,

troubling - political and econom-
ic reasons, Europe and North
America house today's entertain-
ment superpowers. Some of the
world’s most high-profile and
moneyed platforms for cinema
are based on those continents.
The spotlight on such platforms
translates into curiosity and busi-
ness deals.

[t should be, and is, possible to
graciously accept genuine love
and respect from the West — and
the consequent financial benefits
— without being servile in our re-
sponses, without forgetting the
condemnable colonial histories
and present-day realities that
have contributed to those coun-
tries’ clout, without tailoring our
cinema to pander to the Western
gaze, and, as critics and viewers,
without being oblivious to the
truth that some creators and per-

Western countries have often
been guilty of a version of the
Western gaze on India. Yet, what
struck me most about Santosh is
how deeply rooted it feels, and
how completely lacking in conde-
scension despite itsfocusonaroil-
ing mix of casteism, Islamopho-
bia and gender prejudice in India.

Goswami is brilliant as the titu-
lar lead who is recruited as a po-
lice constable on compassionate
grounds when her husband, a po-
liceman, is killed in the line of du-
tv As a woman, Santosh contin-
uously faces the hard knocks of
patriarchy. Other aspects of her
identity give her privilege,
though. She is Hindu and not da-
lit. Her gender, caste and religious
affiliation all play a part in her
conduct when she investigates the
rape and murder of an impover-
1shed dalit girl in a state rife with

It's possible to graciously accept
respect from the West without being
servile in our responses

formers do (or are compelled to
do) precisely that to solicit funds
from Western agencies, or win
easy appeal among cinephiles in
those parts of the globe.

These matters were particularly
on my mind as I watched the Hin-
di film Santosh that premiered in
Cannes’ ‘Un Certain Regard’ sec-
tion. Santosh is set in north India,
and stars an entirely Indian cast,
led by an actor much ac-
claimed in India, Shaha-
na Goswami It's a Brit-

ish-German-French

= N production, and its
writer-director
s Sandhva Suri is Bri-

#" ' tain-born of Indian
W, descent,

& ,-"r This can be a
h.’ : tricky combina-
o = tion since Indian-

: origin artists and
other public fig-
ures based in

b

SANTUSHT:
SAHANA
GOSWAMI (L)
& SANDHYA
SURI AT
“s CANNES

Hindu-Muslim tensions.

Much like Suri, Santosh is an
outsider looking in on a terrible
reality that’s not hers, and vet to
which she bears a profound con-
nection due to her background as
an Indian and a woman. For San-
tosh, the challenge is to hold on to
her innate empathy, instead of
cashing in on her privilege in a
bid tofit into the prevailing power
structure. The latter route is
tempting. But Suri, at least,
doesn’t succumb to it in this nar-
rative. (Whether Santosh does
likewise cannot be revealed with-
out giving away spoilers.)

50, to address the questions in
the opening paragraph through
the medium of this film: ves, of
course, we in India should be
pleased about Cannes’ nod to San-
tosh. When stories of India are
chronicled with sensitivity and
integrity, and via deserving Indi-
an artistes, then every iota of visi-
bility they — the stories and the ar-
tistes — get is reason to celebrate,
certainly so when that visibility
comes at one of the most promi-
nent film festivals on the planet.

The writer isauthorof
The Adventuresof an
Intrepid Film Critic

NO OFFENCE

claimed. ‘T'm afraid you've misunder-
stood the crux of the matter, sir-jees. Far
from bringing down all these numbers,
vour've got to boost them up. That's
what's expected of vou as babus, Grade
[TIC, in the ministry of dhandabaji,” he
said, with a verbal flourish equivalent to
amagician pulling a rabbit out of a hat.

It was the babus' turn to be astonished.
‘Add to the numbers of Acts, rules, regu-
lations, and compliances, not to men-
tion the annual filings? they gasped in
unison. ‘How's that going to help pro-
mote ease of doing business?

‘Never mind ease of doing business,’
corrected Raju. “Your objective should
be to promote the wheeze of doing busi-
ness. As in, how many new wheezes can
vou come up with, which will result in
the creation of more and more business-
es in the form of all manner of legaland
financial consultancies, advisory agen-
cies, and what-have-vous specialising in
disentangling the gobbledyvgook of ba-
budom for the primary lot of business-
es, and then those second set of consul-
tancy and advisory businesses will in
turnneed a third setof businesses...’

‘We get if!’ chorused the babus, cutting
him short. “What a brilliant idea -- the
wheezeof doing business, whichresults
in ever more businesses, which means
ad infinitum babudom. Red tape zinda-
bad!

“Youareavery my dear fellow of ageni-
us, said Babu No. 1.

*You truly are,” concurred Babu No. 2.
‘How would vou like to be promoted to
Head Babu, Grade IAY

“Thanks, but no thanks,” Raju replied.
T've set my sights somewhat higher. Tea
boys have a way of finding a career path
that leads to the most unexpected of
places...
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Pakistan’s Golden
Spy Complex

What does that mean - a place for
spies over 50 years?

No, no—these are street performers
or mimes in Islamabad who are
painted in gold from top to toe, and
who station themselves at different
street corners, inthe hope of atip.

So what's the spy connection?

Well, when more of these golden
mime artistes began popping up in
different parts of the capital, peo-
ple started becoming suspicious if
they were just performersorif they
were, in fact, spies.

That's quite
the leap of
imagination

L Apparently
not in Pakis-
tan, according
toanarticlein
The New York
Times. With
the security
gervices con-
sidered to be
omnipresent,
people are al-
ways  wary
and its fertile
ground for conspiracy theories. Al-
though in this case, people feel they
may also be spies for the CIA.

One imagines there is no evidence of
any of this

Well, it's hard to persuade people
otherwise. They are convinced that
if some exhibit certain signs - such
as wearing stiffly ironed clothes or
formal shoes with casual clothes -
chances are, that’s a spy. To be fair;
there is a culture of intelligence
agencies payving informants etc
and keeping a close watch on citi-
ZENnSs.

It's not all in their heads then

No, agents have been known to fol-
low people of interest, at times even
letting them know they are being
tailed. Taxi drivers have admitted
to being. People take it for granted
that they are being spied on, to the
extent that they use code words in
conversation —such as referring to
the ISIas ‘our friends’,

What about these golden men, then?
Let’s just say the citizens, too, are
keeping a close watch.

Text: Indulekha Aravind

More twists in writer's
recollection (6)

Material only broadcast after
nine initially {3)

Business is not yielding to
pressure (4)

small gutless mob, give way (7)

Suspend with two seconds to
g07? Flip! (5)

With no recipe, I'm prepared
to adapt silly idea (4,5)

1
2
3
4 Two coppers, one upended in
6
7
8 Writer for instance lives in

East Street (8)
11 Indian dress is lifted when

Crossing a river {4)

14 5cottish bog in Stirling (4)

15 Southern sailors dance for US
eccentric (9)

16 Settled in bed in Paris (3)

17 Mad American entertains lady (4)

18 Cheap English comedian
carrieson (8)

20 Darkness 15 almost near (4)

21 Man fled in disguise round
bend,taking notice {7)

22 In Spanish dance local call
interrupts brother (6)

24 A gypsy's fragrance (5)
26 What a departing Iberian
often says first? Mo, last (5)

27 Mot as many take top off jug (4)

ACROSS

1 Reveal details of ship's cargo etc. (B) 23 Few trained in England ground
5 Mortimer's lawyer lostringin

disarder (6)

9 Water for wheel came tumbling,
bypassing poor river (4,4)

10 Entices casual office workers to
accept team-leader (G)

12 Manage at long last to get a step up (4)

13 Doctor guards a dodgy odd patron
whio's wealthy (5.5)

15 Problem if skiing with poles,

create flower (13)
that's very modern (10)

25 Pudding made with fuel turned to

zero (4)

acre (&)

very pale {3-5)
it drunk (6)

maving slow in bends (4,9)

19 Pal gathers my anthers in order to

DOWN

28 It may be freshiy mowed - about an
29 On holiday with strange European,
30 Wine kept here, clearly almost all of

31 Aropokie forces changes inthe Open (B)

JaM3 LZ S0Py OF By
P 042|08 ZT |\NIPAaH TZ UIIN
O0Z JIWou0313 g1 JWed LT 1191
11EQM205 ST S50N T LESTT
151IABS5] B 'Wwealp adid £ puadn
g "qQWINIINS ¢ Wii4 £ U0AN

Z AIOWaW T 'NMOQ 03534y TE
4E|[20 0E lYM-L0 € MOPEI
82 '03eS 5T 'pajBueiman

ET WnwayjuesAdy) gt
‘SSaUPUNQ MOuS ST ‘ARppEpR Jedns
ET Juny Z1 S1dWa3L 0T 2084 [
6 3|dWny § 1S3UEW T 'SSOHIV
‘5900 ON OLNOILLNOS

ZiThe Daily Mail




AROUND THE WORLD

()7

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI / GURGAON | SUNDAY | 26 MAY 2024 | WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

China Ends
Military Drills
around Taiwan

BELJING The Chinese
@ military hasended
its two-day joint

drills surrounding Taiwan,
stated to be the biggestand
closest exercises held around
the prosperous self-ruled
island that Chinaclaims to be
part of its mainland. Thedrills
on Thursday and Friday were
held inretaliation to Taiwan’s
new President Lai Ching-te's
remarks rejecting Beijing’s
sovereignty claims over the
island and tested the Chinese
People's Liberation Army's
ability to seize power. China
views Taiwan as arebel prov-
ince that must be reunified
with the mainland even by
force. - Reuters

Boeing’s 1st
Astronaut
Flight in June

CAPE CANAVERAL:

Boeingisnow aiming

: forits first astronaut
launch at the beginning of
June, after spending the past
few weeks struggling with
more problems on the space
capsule. Officials for the
company and NASA said
Friday that intensive reviews
indicate the Starliner capsule
cansafely fly two test pilots to
the International Space 5ta-
tion, despite a propulsion
system leak. The small helium
leak was discovered following
the first launch attempt on
May 6 that was scuttled by an
unrelated rocket problem now
fixed, Engineerssuspecta
defective rubber seal the size of

G7 Criticise China, Warn of

Escalation in Trade Disputes

Expressed concerns about China's comprehensive use of non-market policies, practices

Bloomberg

Stresa, [taly: China's engagement
in the global system of commerce
was roundly criticised by Group of
seven finance chiefs in a show of
unity accompanied by a threat of
further escalation.

The club of rich-world ministers
and central bankers concluded its
rathering in the [talian lakeside
town of Stresa on Saturday with a
communique that cited the world's
second-biggest economy by name
and accused the countryof hurting
theeconomiesof itstrade partners.

“While reaffirming our interest in
a balanced and reciprocal collabora-
tion, we express concerns about Chi-
na'scomprehensive use of non-mar-
ket policies and practices that un-
dermines our workers, industries,
and economic resilience,” they said.
“We will continue to monitor the po-
tential negative impacts of overca-
pacity and will consider taking
steps to ensure a level playing field.”

Those words of warning followed
the Biden administration’s an-
nouncement late on Friday toreim-
pose taritis on hundreds of goods
imported from China. The escala-
tion in rhetoric could just be the
prelude to further tensions if Do-
nald Trump regains the White

G7 ministers accused the world's second-
biggest economy by name of hurting the
economies of its trade partners

To monitor the potential

negative impacts of over-
capacity & take stepstoen-

and the EU are
already pre-
paring in-
creasingly as-
sertive trade
measures

House in US elections later this
vear America remains the key pro-
tagonist in pressuring China,
though earlier in the week, Treasu-
rv Secretary Janet Yellen stressed
that G-7 participants from Germa-
ny, France and the European Union
also harbored grievances. French
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire
was one participant pressing for a
united front.

“Theissueof tariftstoward China
15 on objective fact, not a political
choice,” Italian Finance Minister
Giancarlo Giorgetti, chair of the
meeting, told reporters in a final
press conference.

“*When the US, with its Inflation

-
7
»
Earlier, China signalled it's
ready to unieash tariffs as

highas 25% onimported
cars with big engines

The US to allow tariff ex-
clusions to expire on
about half of 400 prod-
ucts that had been spared

Reduction Act, started this tyvpe of
policy, this forced a reflection, also
within the EU, on how to behave in
these situations.”

Washington will allow tariff ex-
clusions to expire on about half of
400 products that had been spared,
the office of the US Trade Repre-
sentative announced on Friday A
further 164 exclusions will be ex-
tended through May of next vear:

Earlier in the week, China sig-
naled it’s ready to unleash tariffs as
high as 25% on imported cars with
big engines, highlighting how tus-
sles over automobiles — one of Eu-
rope’s biggest industries — loom
large in the current dispute.

US Not Ready to Sign Pending
Global Tax Agreement: Yellen

Bloomberg

Stresa, Italy: US Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said the US won't
signan agreement to finalise a still-
pending global tax deal until India
and China agree to key unresolved
issues. “India, in particular, has
been a holdout and China has not
really engaged very much in these
negotiations at all,” Yellen told re-
porters on Saturday. “We certainly
need India and China to come on

board in order to get this done.”
About 140 countries signed on to the
outlineof a groundbreaking pactin
2021 to reform the way large multi-
national companies are taxed. Part

of the agreement creates a 15%
minimum corporate tax to elimi-
nate low-tax havens.

A second portion, which remains
unfinished, would take some of the
taxes on profits that big companies
pay In their headquarter countries
and share that with countries
where the companies generate rev-
enue. But negotiators, led by the
OECD, have struggled to polish off
the details and get enough coun-
tries to sign a multilateral conven-
tion on implementing the deal.

Ukraine Satisfied
on G7 Asset Plan
Progress: Minister

- A

Serhiy Marchenko

ITALY: UKrainian finance
minister Serhiy Marchenko
said he's pleased with how
Group of Seven talks have
advanced on funding aid via
profits gleaned from Russian
assets. He spoke on Saturday
after attending a meeting of
the ciubinStresa, Italy, that
laid the groundwork toward
aneventual accord on help-
ing Ukraine at a summit of
leaders next month. "l am
satisfied with the progress,”
Marchenko told reporters,
observing that G-7 finance
ministersare "working very
hard” on the matter. There’s
‘enoughtime” to preparea
proposal for the leaders
convening in June in southern
Italy, he said, adding that he
hopes that gathering will
vield anagreement. Support-
ing Ukraine has beena key
theme at the Stresa gathering,
with the finance chiefs hold-
ing talks on how to secure
critical economic assistance
for Kyiv. —Bloomberg

Food Bound for Gaza
Rots as Egypt’s Rafah

Crossing Stays Shut

Rafah was a main entry point for humanitarian

relief before Israel took control of it

Reuters

AL-Arish, Egvpt: Some of the
food supplies waiting to enter the
Gaza Strip from Egypt have begun
to rot as the Rafah border crossing
remains shut to aid deliveries for a
third week and people inside the
Palestinian territory face worsen-
ing hunger.

Rafah was a main entry point for
humanitarian relief as well as
some commercial supplies before
Israel stepped up its military offen-
siveon the Gazan side of the border
on May 6 and took control of the
crossing from the Palestinian side.

Egvyptian officials and sourcessay
humanitarian operations are at
risk from military activity and that
Israel needs to hand the crossing
back to Palestinians before it starts
operating again. Egypt is also wor-
ried about the risk of Palestinians
being displaced from Gaza.

On Friday Egvpt and the US
agreed to send ald via Israel’s near-
by Kerem Shalom crossing until le-
gal arrangements are made to open
Rafah from the Palestinian side,
the Egyptian presidency said.

That could ease the backlog of aid
on the road between the Egyvptian
side of the crossing and the town of
al-Arish, about 45 km (28 miles)
west of Rafah and an arrival point
for international aid donations,
though too late to save some food
supplies.

One truck driver, Mahmoud Hus-
sein, said hisgoodshad been loaded
on his vehicle for a month, gradual-
lv spoiling in the sun. Some of the
foodstutfs are being discarded, oth-
ers sold of cheap.

“Apples, bananas, chicken and
cheese, alotof things have gonerot-
ten, some stuff has been returned
and is being sold for a quarterof its
price,” he said, crouching under
his truck for shade. “I'm sorry to
say that the onions we're carrying
will at best be eaten by animals be-
cause of the worms inthem.”

onMay 6
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EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS SAY...

Humanitarian
opsareatrisk
frommilitary
activity and that Israel
needs to hand the cross-
Ing back to Palestinians

inspections and military activity
inside Gaza, aid officials say. Sup-
plies have been stuck in al-Arish or
on the road to Rafah, incurring
transportand storage fees,

A global hunger monitor has
warned of Imminent famine in
parts of Gaza, home to 2.3 million

people.

ROTTEN EGGS

since May 7, no trucks have cross-
ed through Rafah and verv few
through Kerem Shalom, according
to UN data. Just over 900 truck-
loads have entered Gaza in total
since that date, compared to at
least 500 trucks daily that the UN
says are required. The amount of
aidwaiting in Egvpt’s northern 5i-
nai was now very large, and some
had been stuck for more than two
months, said Khaled Zayed, head

of the Egvptian Red Crescent in
the area.

“Some aid packages require a cer-
tain temperature ... We coordinate
on this with specialists whoare high-
tant group Hamas. The flow of re- ly trained in the storage of food and
lief has often been slowed by [sraeli  medical supplies,” he said.
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ashirt button, and say that even
if the leak worsens, it could be
managed in flight. - AP

‘Elon Musk Plans
to Build xAl

Aid deliveries for Gaza through
Rafah began in late October, two
weeks after the start of the war be-
tween Israel and Palestinian mili-

How Sunak’s Small
Circle Forged Vote Plan

Entry Segment Faring Well
S22

."l.-',-_ ,-f"' "\1

»»From Page1
To be sure, the drop in prices

has boosted growth intheentry KN nEE
SI.IPEI' Compllter' ® segment. According to resear- ! ® ImprOVEd PrOdUCt|V|ty fﬁr cos
that ShO Cked Cablnet cher GfK India, wearables pri- q ’ v
NEW YORK: Elon ced under 2,000 expanded to ;;,, o ve Improved drastically Before
Musk recently told 50% of the market last year, up »»From Page1 using the GenAl bot for intervie-
- investors that his wins,” Sunak ultimately headed from one-fifth in 2022, Altoolshelpanalyse historicalda- wing, our selection ratio was 15%.

Bloomberg Now thisrate has increased to55%. a
40% jump in my selection rate over-
night,” chiet HR officer Rajesh Jain
said, adding: “Thisis big.”

However, at the current stage of its
development, experts believe there

ta, market trends and internal ta-
lent metrics, allowing companies
to gain insights into emerging
skill demands and talent availabi-
lity, and develop recruitment stra-
tegies to address current and futu-

Core wearables continue to ex-
perience volume growth, dri-
ven by enhanced affordability
and the widespread availability
of feature-rich products, said
Anant Jain, head of customer

into a downpour In Downing
Street to speak the cameras. But
the fact he presented it as a fait ac-
compli signed off by the monarch,
which the people said he did to en-
sure ministers couldn't make him

artificial intelligence startup
¥Alis planning to build asuper-
computer to power the next
version of its Al chatbot Grok,

A

London: Rishi Sunak gave his
most senior ministers little more
than an hour’s notice of what he
was about to tell the country and

bents to lower the prices even
further to remain relevant in
the price war,” he said.

The Information reported on had already told King Charles I1l, change his mind, underscores the success, techanddurables, GFK. Honor's India licensee HTech retalent needs, are certain pitfalls associated with
Saturday citing a presentation that he had decided to call a snap scaleof thegamble he knew he was In 2023, the category registered chief executive Madhav Sheth Simplilearn has been deploying deploying Alinhiring practices.
UK general election for July 4. taking. Little more than 48 hours 47% velume growth and 14% va- attributed the profusion of ChatGPT — among other Al tools These include ethical considera-

to investors. Musk said he
wants to get the proposed
supercomputer running by the
fall of 2025. - Reuters

tionsaboutdata privacy algorithmic
transparency and the risk of discri-
mination, lack of soft skills evalua-
tion, bias amplification, and inabili-
ty todiscover potential.

for over a yvear to optimise job desc-
riptions, craft proficiency assess-
ments and conduct psyvchometric
tests, “Thisenablesus toreduce time
on mundane tasks and improve pro-
ductivity and efficien-
ey said the edtech
firm’s chief HR offi-
cer, Archana Krishna.
According to Rajesh
Bharatiya, chief ex-
ecutive of recruit-
ment services provi-
der Peoplefy GenAl-
based tools help custo-
mise the process; for
instance to send a re-
cruifment mass mai-
ler based on each can-
didate's unique expe-
riences and backgro-
und. “Such
customisation may re-
quire 1) times more ti-
me to customise ma-
nually™ he said.
nfrastructure deve-

Chancellor of the Exchequer Jer-
emy Hunt was among those caught
unaware. Foreign Secretary David
Cameron, who'd had to cancel a
visit to Albania just to make the
meeting in Downing Street, ex-
pressed surprise, but said the deci-
sion “seizes the initiative, sets the
agenda and forces the choice,” ac-
cording to people familiar with the
conversation.

Others were less convinced. De-
fence Secretary Grant Shapps
shared reservations, the people
said. Detecting the shock later ina
meeting of the full Cabinet, Ener-
gy Secretary Claire Coutinho —a
sunak loyalist since their
Treasury days — inter-
vened to say the pre-
mier wasn't a poli-
tician who follows
the CONSensus,
whether on Brexit, ¥
pandemic lockdowns -
or net zero, Commu-
nities Secretary Mi-

later, Gove had joined the scores of
Tory MPs announcing that they
were standing down after the elec-
tion.

spokespeople for Sunak, Cam-
eron, Shapps, Hunt and Coutinho
declined to comment. The announ-
cement was weeks in the making,
and piecing together how it came
about reveals that it's not only the
Cabinet with reservations. The
premier’s closest aldes argued op-
posing sides, and, while people fa-
miliar with the matter say every-
one is now on the same page, some
still don't want to be seen as re-
sponsible for pushing the snap
election idea.

It's far from the ideal basis for what
will be a bruising six-week cam-
paign against Keir Starmer's poll-
leading opposition Labour Party
He's already faced criticism for a
presidential stylethatleaveslittle
room for other Tory voices. If
he doesn't deliver on his
strategy to narrow

lue growth from the year previo-
us, he said.

Smaller brands started gai-
ning momentum in the second
half of 2023 with products and
packsthatare copyeatsof estab-
lished brands but much chea-
per, said Vikas Sharma, IDC In-

brands and the resultant price
war to lower entry barriers un-
like in mobile phones.

“However, we expect ASPs will
start moving up in the next one-
two vears as consumers want to
move to better-experience pro-
ducts, which will lead to survi-
dia lead analyst, smart wearab- val issues for several of the
les. “This forced the incum- brands,” hesaid.

Improved Fuel Efficiency

fuels, or both. These vehicles, called
strong hybrids, can cover 40% dis-
tance and 60% time on the electric
maode with the petrol engine remai-
ningshut. This improves fuel effici-
ency by 40-50%, lowers operating
cost and reduce carbon emissions,
said Vikram Gulati, executive VP
at Tovota Kirloskar Motor, the local
unit of the Japanese automaker: “It
isquite encouraging tosee the posi-
tive trend for the hybrid electric ve-

‘Anora’ Wins
Palmed’Or

»»From Page 1

US director Sean Baker's Anora’
won the top award, the Palme
d'Or. “All We Imagine As Light” is
an Indo-French co-production be-
tween petit chaos from France
and Chalk and Cheese Films from
India.

The main competition jury was
chaired by filmmaker Greta Ger-
wig and also included Spanish di-
rector Juan Antonio Bayona,
Turkish actor-screenwriter Ebru
Cevlan, Italian actor Piertfrances-

NP
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Tablet, Mobile

O

»» From Page 1

EVs have been the stars of the au-
tomotive market of late, driven by
increasing awareness about vehi-
cular pollution, but they now face
competition from the hybrid seg-
ment. One of the biggest concerns
for potential EV buyers has been
the vehicle range, as there are still
not enough battery recharge facili-
ties, especially outside cities. Toyo-

-

INTERNET
SECURITY

co Favino, American actor Lily chael Gove the poll gap early in ta is the leader in the hybrid vehi-  hicle technology and growing cus- lopment firm Wels-
Gladstone, Japanese director Hi- praised the the campaign, the cle segment. The Japanese auto-  tomeracceptanceasapractical mo- pun Enterprises uses
rokazu Kore-eda, Lebanese actor- move, quoting recriminations maker's self-<charging hybrid elec-  bility solution, which will further a GenAl bot that assi-

v
’ N

director Nadine Labaki and the Special Air will likely en- tric vehicle technology gives enable a smooth, clean technologi- sts its executives in ta- 9 2 72 70 70 50
French stars Eva Green and Service motto: oulf him vehicles the capability to run eit-  cal shift into the future of carbon king interviews, “Our e ] - » .
French actor Omar Sy, “Who dares Rishi Sunak alone. herontheelectricmodeoronfossil neutral society” said Gulati. hiring efficiencies ha- 93 i 22 - 83 - 2 5 2 66
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Attractive, Closer-to-home Options | Elye on Developers too

has been a traditional late booker

Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI)

(Set up under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India)

»=From Page 1

“Last-minute travel is a natural
outcome, and our data reiterates
this with almost 35% of bookings
being within the short planning
window,” he said.

Fuelling this last-minute trend in
international travel is the emer-
gence of attractive, affordable op-
tions that are closer to home like
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, ete. that represent
frictionless travel with e-visas or
no-visa entry Kale said. Thomas
Cook is seeing an exponential
growth of 300%-600% for these al-
most borderless travel destina-
tions. “We (Indians) are pretty last-
minute travellers for domestic and
even for international, unlike Eu-
ropeans who plan their next holi-
day assoon astheyfinish one,” said
Rajesh Magow, CEO of travel com-
pany MakeMyTrip.

At SOTC Travel, that also offers
customised holidays, out of every
100 travellers, at least 30 are late or
last-minute bookers. “While India

market, with booking windows get-
ting even shorter, we are now see-
ing a growing trend of last-minute
travel,” said Daniel I)'Souza, presi-
dent and country head for holidays
at SOTC Travel.

He cites the average age of travel-
lers — which has dropped by about
10 vears at SOTC — as one of the
key reasons for this trend.

Short-haul travel has become so
convenient that weekenders Chisto-
rically a short drivable distance
away)now include Dubai-Abu Dha-
bi, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia,
Mauritius, and Singapore,” D’Sou-
za said.

At Yatra, popular domestic desti-
nations include Goa, Kerala, and
Jaipur. For international travel, vi-
sa-free destinations such as Thai-
land, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Viet-
nam, Bali, and Mauritius are in de-
mand. “These trends highlight a
dynamic change in travel behavio-
ur, reflecting a preference for flexi-
bility and convenience among Indi-
an travellers,” Malik said.

»» From Page 1

“They must be knowledgeable abo-
ut variousaspectsof the projectand
the industry, such asdeveloper's cre-
dibility and about the projects, vali-
dity of land titles, RERA-compliant
carpet area, commencement certifi-
cates received, and approvals from
the local authorities.”

Despite providing several exten-
sions to the deadline, around 20,000
agents are still ungualified and the-
ir approvals were revoked, Mehta
said. The regulator will also not he-
sitate to cancel the registration of
developers who continue to engage
with unqualified agents, he added.

Registration of these agents has
been suspended for a period of a ye-
ar. If they complete the training, ob-
tain the certificate and upload it on
the regulator’s portal within a vear;
their licence will be renewed.

If they do not complete this pro-
cesswithina vear, their registration
will be cancelled. They can reapply
for afresh registration only after six

months, and in the interim period,
they will not be allowed to deal in re-
al estate transactions, the regulator
said in anotification.

MahaRERA has more than 47,000
property agents registered with it
since the inception of the regulator
in May 2017. Earlier this year, it can-
celled the registration of 13,785
agents for not renewing their licen-
ces, Separately, the regulator anno-
unced the procedure for de-registra-
tionof agents. For this, the agent ne-
eds to apply to Director (Registra-
tiomn), MahaRERA. Certain
conditions will have to be fulfilled to
get themselves de-registered. Forex-
ample, the applicant should not be
listed by promoters as their authori-
sed real estate agents for any real es-
tate projects. There should not be
any pending complaints against the
individual. They should have sub-
mitted vearly reports of the transac-
tions facilitated for two vears imme-
diately prior to the de-registration
application date. If it is not done,
they should explain the reason.

Telephone: 011-49431800 | Website: janaushadhi.gov.in

INTIMATION OF CHANGE IN
HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS OF PMBI

This is to inform to all Stakeholders and the General Public that the Pharmaceuticals

& Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI) has shifted to new Head Office premises
on 03.05.2024. The new address of PMBI's head office is as follows:

PHARMACEUTICALS & MEDICAL DEVICES BUREAU OF INDIA (PMBI)
B-500, TOWER - B, 5™ FLOOR
WORLD TRADE CENTER
NAUROJI NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110029
TELEPHONE: 011-49431800

Any further communication with PMBI shall be made to the above-mentioned office
address only. CEO. PMBI




TECHTONIC

agine being the person
in charge of the Ayodhya
Ram Temple's function-
ing. From the big picture
issues — monitoring the
temple’s construction —to
more mundane topics —like ensur-
ingadequate supply of coconuts and
flowers, rack space for devotees’
footwear, ete, are all under your
purview.

Picture yvourself as a station-
master building the Ayodhya
Dham railwayv station and man-
aging the swanky new Vande
Bharat or the Amrit Bharat
Express train. Expand the station,
improve service efficiency and
revenue of station while arranging
the train timetable and ensuring
passengersare comfortable,

Find out what it would belike to be
in the shoes of the legendary Tamil
emperor Rajendra Chola. Immerse
vourself in the world of the Cholas
as they fight Sangrama, king of

the Srivijaya coastal

kingdom and the

! sworn enemy of
Rajendra Chola,
replete with
high-speed

n,: SCARLETT JOHANSSON SUES
%= OPEN Al FOR CLONING VOICE
Hollywood actress Scarlett
Johansson slapped a lawsuit on
GPT maker OpenAl for allegedly
imitating her voice for its latest
Al model GPT 4o.

The actress claimed that she
had twice declined OpenAl chief
executive Sam Altman's offer to
clone her voice for the latest
chatbot, which

would be
instrumental "to
feel comfortable
with the seismic
shift concerning
humans and
Al", he
statement
said.

The voice
in question,
called 'Sky’,
which OpenAl
1| claims belongs
4| to other
professional
actors and is
not a mere
imitation of
Johansson.

However,
after her action
OpenAl said it is
“working to
pause” Sky — the
name of one of
five voices that
ChatGPT users
can choose to
speak with.

chases andstealth attacks.

Time for philosophy. Dharma
or karma? What would vou pick
if faced with this question? You
can find out as you sharpen vour
strategy by playing ancient Indian
legendslike Arjunaand Karnawho
facecharacterslike Dushasanaand
Yamarajand encounter interesting
moral dilemmas along the way.

These are just some of the
examples of what Indian gaming
enthusiasts have access to today,
thankstodeveloperscomingupwith
games rooted in Indian history and
culture. Steeped in nostalgia and
full of folklore, these games provide
users with a chance to experience
theepicsfirsthand.

EAST MEETS WEST

“The growing market for games
thatappeal toreligious and cultural
sensibilities is drawing more de-
velopers to explore themes rooted
in religion and culture,” Utkarsh
shukla, CEO, Yug Metaverse,
told ET. “This particular niche
market exists in both the East
and the West, with western exam-
ples including games like Devil
MayCry and Dante’s Inferno. The
successofthese gamesrelies heavily
on user feedback and how the con-
tentispresented aswell asthetarget
demographic.”

Dante’s Inferno, for in-
stance, is one where Dante 1s
imaginedas a Templar knight from
The Crusades, who, guided by the
spirit of the poet Virgil, must fight
through the nine circles of hell

to rescue his wife Beatrice

from the clutches of Lucifer
himself.

CHANCE TO GROW

But while these
games are garner-
inganiche audience,
they don’t yet have
thereach thatothers
like Ludo King (one
billion downloads)
or Dreamll (100
million) boast of
on the Google
Play Store. Yet,
this is a space
that holds prom-
ise. Asperareport
by Lumikail in
2023, B2 per cent of
gamers were
found to be
interested

in plaving
games based

H’_p’ MICROSOFT ANNOUNCES
5 COPILOT+ PCS
Microsoft debuted a new
category of Al personal
computers called Copilot+ PCs
with unigue photographic
memory which can find and
remember what you've seen on
screen, generate and refine
images in real-time, provide live
captions to videos, translate
audio and even learn how to
play a video game with
conversational instructions.

These are a new breed of PCs
made for the Al era, featuring
processors from Qualcomm that
share architectural similarities
and rivals Apple's M-series
custom silicon.

The big change under the hood
is a shift to ARM-based
architecture and the inclusion of
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Sacred
Games

Stories and characters from various mythological
Sagas are coming alive on gaming consoles,
allowing players to solve spiritual conflicts and
relive ancient battles. Dia Rekhi decodes this
world and their avenues for growth

onIndianmythology. Thereportalso
noted that 43 per cent of the non-gam-
ersfeel mostinclined tostartgaming
if they are based on themes such as
the Ramayana.

In 2022, Lumikai had said that
80 per cent of gamers showed a
proclivity to play games based on
Indian IP, and that 69 per cent of
non-gamersclaimed they would play
an Indian IP-based game.

SaumyaSingh Rathore, co-founder
of WinZ0 Games, said that India
now forms the largest gaming
consumer base in the world,
accounting for 20 per cent of
the global user base and over
9.5 billion game downloads. Shesaid
the twin penetrationof smartphones
and affordable internet in small
townsandruralareasisdrivingthe
demand for local, culturally
familiar content.

“There is a strong affinity among
Indian gamers for characters,
game design, and narratives that
resonate culturally,” Rathore said,
“This growing appetite for stories
and characters set in an Indian
contextdemands that Indianstudios
develop more games that offer world-
class quality in technology, anima-
tion and user experience.”

She said that as the online
gaming sector in India booms,
more games based on Indian
mythology, history, culture,
folklore, and characters will come
out to cater to this rising demand
both domestically and internation-
ally. But while these themes are
related and might seem like they fall
under one umbrella, there is a big
separation when itcomes tospiritual
gamesandthose based onmythologi-
cal and historical topics. Typically,
mvthological games are mostly
card-based or first-person shooter
games. Card games are technical
and the shooter games generally
appeal to a young male demograph-
ic. However, spiritual games are
differentastheyaremeant toappeal
toall age groups.

“With advancements in
technology, thereis
rapid growth in the market as
players can now have arich
experience of these stories
first-hand, compared to other
genres.”

- Prashanth Vijay,
co-founder of Funstop Games

“The spiritual category
of games uses a different
narrative style, use of game char-
acters and game mechanics,.” said
Prashanth Vijay, co-founder of the
Gurugram-based Funstop Games,
“These games do not have a win/
loss concept, nor do they depend on
first-person-shooter Kind ofmechan-
ics that a lot of mythological games
deploy.”

AN EXPERIENCE TO TREASURE
Vijav said usersatisfactionisdriven
by unlocking new content, areas or

a neural processing unit (NPU)
capable of delivering 40+ TOPS
{trillion operations per second)
that are connected to large
language models, for all the Al
heavy-lifting it needs to do both
in tandem with the cloud, and
on-device.

,J X SHALL MOVE TO NEW
: Al-BASED SYSTEM: MUSK
Elon Musk, executive chairman
of sacial media giant X, revealed
how Al will impact X's feed
algorithm coming soon. While
commenting on a user's post he
said that the platform will soon
move to a fully Al-based post
recommendation system’ which
will order replies, remove spam
and enable full semantic search.

X's Al model Grok is being
trained on posts and
comments from the social
media platform. Musk has
already rolled out the
Grok 1.5 version.

STABILITY Al
. RUNNING OUT
OF CASH
British Al company
Stability Al,
known for its
image and video
generation models,
is fast running
out of cash and
is in urgent talks
with a group of
investors for a
large equity
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characters with a clean story-like
narrative that makes for an enjoy-
able and memorable experience.

The spiritual games segment
is fairly new and has seen a lot of
traction recently. ET had reported
in February about how the Ram
Temple's Pran Pratishtha ceremony
saw aslew ofmandir-focused games,
downloads increasing nearly two-
fold and stoking excitement that
the floodgates for religion-focused
content had opened.

Forexample, the Shri Ram Mandir
Gamewaslaunched in January 2024
andhasover five million downloads
listed on the Google Play Store. The
company claims to have a monthly
active users base of almost close to
six million across app stores and
other channels.

The app has been so successful for
InfoEdge Ventures-backed casual
gaming studio Funstop Games that
it hasopened upanentirely different
vertical called Ayvodhya Gamespure-
lv to tap this segment. Recently, the
studio launched the Vande Bharat
Express game too.

India has been the largest market
for these games with 90 per cent of
the overall playvers being from the
country, and Gujarat being the state
with the highest number of players.
“(Gaming, sittingatthecrosssection
ofspirituality, astrology, mythology
and culture, ishavingitstimeunder
the sun right now,” said Chinmava
Sharma, founder of InfoEdge
Ventures. “Spirituality and my-
thology, when mixed with gaming,
has made for a unique and surpris-
ing realisation that appeals to peo-
ple of all age groups. Conventional
perception would be that it appeals
to middle-aged users only, but we
are seeing not just millennial but
also Gen Z users, which makes ita
special cross-section of gaming
where the target segment has
exploded.”

Abhaas Shah, co-founder of
KalaariCapital-backed StudioSirah,
which published the Kurukshetra:
Ascension game, said that the move-
ment towards goingback toourroots
is something that games like theirs
benefit immensely from. He added
that this sentiment 15 only likely to
get stronger going forward.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH
“While there are very strong
elements of spirituality explored
in our game as well —like dharma,
atman and brahman — we are not
looking at the aastha (faith) and
puja (worship) bits of it,” Shah said.
“There is a great opportunity for
game developers to build games
around traditional Indian epics
andfolklore. Wearein the process of
developingour second game which is
themed on Indian mythology again
and is centred around the battle
between the Devasand Asuras.”
Kurukshetra: Ascension was
launched last May and has 6,00,000
downloads already. Its maximum
traction isfrom India, but Shahsaid
thev were also seeing great pick up
in South East Asian countries like

investment to inject funds,
Reuters reported.

The company is facing heated
competition from OpenAl after
it released multimodal
capabilities in its GPT-40 mode|
and made it free for public use,
unlike Stability which is a
subscription service.

As per the report, Stability Al
generated less than 5 million in
revenue and lost more than
%30 million in the first quarter
and currently owes close to
$100 million in cutstanding bills
to cloud computing providers
and others, the report said.

E,; OLA MOVES IT WORKLOADS
%% OUT OF MICROSOFT CLOUD
Mobility unicorn Ola and its
group companies have moved
its entire IT workload to its own

. Krutrim cloud within a week of

announcing its exit, founder
and CEO Bhavish Aggarwal said
in a post on X.

“More than 2,500
developers have signed
up! Will be working with
everyone to get onto our
cloud services over
coming weeks," he wrote.

The move was triggered
after Microsoft-owned

LinkedIn deleted
Agegarwal's post on

“pronoun iliness” of Al
models.

- Compiled
by Himanshi

Lohchab

PICS: K SUNIL PRASAD, AP, AFP

Indonesia and Thailand.

Even for Ayelet Studio, which
launched Unsung Empires: The
Cholas, the maximum traction
came from Indiaand the US, though
it found takers in places like Brazil,
Russia, Mexico, Malaysiaand China
too. “The market for mythological
games is very vibrant and diverse,”
said Abraham K, creative direc-
tor and studio head, Ayelet Studio.
“Lots of people enjoy exploring
these cool stories from different
cultures around the world. Games
like Uncharted, Tomb Raider, and
Assassin’s Creed Odyssey were
huge hits because they let players
explorethese historical worlds. With
advancements in technology, there
i3 rapid growth in the market as
plavers can now have a rich
experience of these stories first-
hand, compared to other genres,”

FRESH AND RELEVANT

Sharma of InfoEdge said the
possibility to have fresh content
that is contextual and culturally
relevant is exciting and unique for
users. “With spiritual games, the
advantage is that when done right,
the games become even more rel-
evant during certain auspicious
periods,” Sharma said. “For ex-
ample, FunStop Games put out
specific content on the game on
the Shri Ram Mandir game on
Ram Navami, which drastically
improved their metrics. Thesesmall
touches bring in relevance and a
freshness to spiritual games and
adds totheir appeal.”

He added that studios should look
at creating “universes”, much like
how FunStop has done with its new
Vande Bharat Express game that
gives users a Tirth Yatra of a differ-
ent kind, “The vision is to create a
universe thatdwellson topicsrelated
to India and its vast population,” he
explained. “Thechallengeistomake
surethegamesspeak toeach otherso
that FunStop iscreatinga universe,
notaset of disparate games.”

Taking a leaf out of that book, Shah
sald they were working on a second
project that's based on the same
universe but a very different genre.
Similarly, Avelet Studio is also work-
ing on its next project which is an
action-adventure game, currently
in the development process, which
1s set in Thanjavur and follows the
journey of Rajendra Chola as he
navigates challenges, battles and
critical decisions to uphold his
kingdom'slegacy.

“This has a longer open world
explorable map and deeper lore,”
Abraham said. “We are recreating
the city of Thanjavur during the
11th century, where yvou get to expe-
rience the rich cultures, traditions
and people that once thrived within
itswalls. We're settingup anoptical
motion capture studio called Ayvelet
Labs specifically for combat and
cinematic scenes. This means we'll
capturereal-lifemovements tomalke
our in-game battles and combat in-
credibly lifelike and dvnamic.”

However, game development is an

Sameer Bakshi

AsIndian T services
companiesare battling
macrouncertainty and
tech spend slowdown,
they have reduced
theircampus visits
and applied brake on
freshers hiring.

TheIT service business
model, which relies on
pyramid structure with
its base constituting
voung and less expen-
siveemployees, hasbeen
shrinking. InFY24,

PICS: CETTY IMAGES

Employees age FY24
profile
Less than or equal 54.7%
to 30 years
31-50years | 42.4%
Greater than 50 2.9%
vears

Infosys employees’
age profile:
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Q “Thereisagreat 4. .
opportunity for

game developersto
build games around
traditional Indian epics
and folklore.”

— Abhaas Shah,
co-founder of Studio Sirah

expensive affair. Studio
Sirah’s Shahsaid itcancost
anywhere from $200,000

to $10 million for a mo-
bile game depending on
the game's visual fidelity
and content depth. Live
ops present their own
cost post launch, he said.
The high cost is usually
attributed to complex game-
play mechanics, advanced soft-
ware, motion capture equipment,
and licensing required to produce
acinematicexperience, industry
watcherssaid.

THE FORM FACTOR

Alotwould alsodepend on
whether games choose
to go the mobile or PC
route. Mobile gam-
ing is huge in
India. As per a
recent report by WinZo0
and Interactive Entertainment and
Innovation Council (I1EIC), India is
the fastest-growing mobile gaming
market, boastingof 17 per cent of the
world'suserbaseand over9.5billion
app downloads. India’s total mobile
game downloads exceed the total
downloads of the next two markets
—theUS and Brazil — put together.

AndwhileShri Ram Mandiristar-
eeting this verydemographic, others
like Studio Sirah have chosen to fo-
cus on the mobile gaming audience
whilealsoofferingaPC version,and
Avelet Studio has decided to zero in
on beinga PC-only developer.

both TCS and Infosys five-year low
saw theshare of young and a decadal
employeesintheirtotal low,respec-
headeount plungetoa tively.

FY23

FY22

59.6%| 59.6% Less than or equal | 50.3%| 52.9%| 59.0%
to 30 years
379%| 380% 31-50 years 48.4%| 46.0%| 40.0%
25%| 2.4% Greater than 50 13%] 11%]  1.0%
vears
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Expertssaid a keen understanding
of the Indian gamer is also critical.
“It 18 essential to acknowledge that
the gamingmedinm presents unique
challenges compared to traditional
platforms such as online video and
TV due to its distinct target audi-
ence,” Shukla said. “The sucecess of
religiousandcultural games hinges
onthe audience’s reception. Notably,
the gaming audience differs from
that of platforms like TV, The latter
tends to be older, which suggestsa
oreater receptiveness to religious
content.”
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Slowdown Hits
Indian I'T Companies’
Campus Recruitments

Pyramid optimisation
isone of the toolsthatIT
service companies use
to boost their operat-
Ingmargins. With
experts expecting
tech spend revival
atthe fagend of
thisfiscal, Indian

companies are
likely tosee
an improve-
ment in their
=4 shareof

42 VOUNZ MAass
of ermnploy-
eesfrom
nextyear.

TCS employees’ age
profile in India

FY24 FY23 FY22
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Michelin Chef Takes His Cuisine to OQur Upper Atmosphere

Private guests on the 2025 space
flight will enjoy an astronomic
menu with a fitting price tag —
$495,000 per ticket

Ever since humans have
journeved to space, their
meals there have proved to be
nothing worth writing home
about. But that could change
after a Michelin-starred chef
teamed up with a Florida-
based startup to take fine-
dining to outer space.
Sometime next year, six
gruests will board a spaceship,
where they will enjoy an immersive dining experi-
ence served up by Danish chef Rasmus Munk.

PIC: AP

Munk will be on board and serve the meal
himself from a small kitchen. He says his menu
will be inspired by the impact of space innovation.
“Wewant to tell stories through food,” Munk says.
“I think that will make an even stronger impact
when you're up there and looking down.”

PART OF THE EXPERIENCE

Spaceship Neptune is more of a balloon than a
rocket. The company says a pressurised capsule
will lift to an altitude of around 100,000 feet above
sea level where guests will dine while watching the
Sun rise over the curvature of the Earth. The trip
will last six hours, and organisers are still in dis-
cussion with potential participants.

Organisers are promising an out-of-this-world
experience for those with an appetite for
adventure. But such an astronomic menu comes
with afittingly astronomic price tag — $495,000 per
ticket.

o
al

“Theinside of
Spaceship Neptune,
which will soar

100,000 feet

Rasmus Munk: is planning glow-in-
the-dartl: stars made fromaerogel and

jellyfishand is evenworkingon anedible

pieceof space junk fromasalellite

MEALS PAST

Munk'smenu ISEEI]EE[E{]. tobe afar cry from meals
eaten by previous astronauts. The first man in
space, Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, squeezed
beet and liver paste from an aluminium tube.

To save on weight, astronauts aboard the
International Space Station (ISS) usually dine on
dishes packaged in rehydratable containers,
including soups and casseroles.

There have been some exceptions. In 2006, French
masterchef Alain Ducasse created special gourmet
food that could be used for celebratory meals aboard
the ISS. These included Mediterranean delights
such as olives, tomatoes, quails and fish.

Though Munk is mysterious about his menu, he
says he's planning to incorporate glow-in-dark
stars made from aerogel and jellyvfish protein. “We
are also working on an edible piece of space junk
from a satellite,” he said.

— AP
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Why Do We Have
Imaginary Friends?
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The New York Times

In the new comedy [F,
Ryvan Reynolds plays a
frazzled matchmaker who,
with helpfroma young girl,
unites humans with
imaginary friends. John
Krasinski, who wrote and
directed the film, said he
wanted to show his kids
that the “magical world
they've created, that place
of such joy and hope and
magic, exists, And you can
always go back™.

IF is one of five new
movies that explore imagi-
nary friends, inavariety of
genres: Supernatural
horror (Imaginary), adult
comedy (Ricky Stanicky),
children’'s animated
fantasy (The Imaginary)
and documentary (My
Secret Country).

Mirror difficult emotions

Why the convergence?
Marjorie Taylor, professor
emerita of psychology at
the University of Oregon,
US, and an expert on
imaginary friends, said she
wasn'tsurprised, consider-
ing that pretend friends, as
she calls them, have long
been artistic catnip.
“Imaginary friends are
fascinating for people who
write fiction because they
are great vehicles for story-
telling” about feelings and
fears, said Taylor, whose
book on imaginary friends,
co-authored with Naomi R
Aguiar, is out this vear.

IF features a furry |
purplecreature |
named Blue |

Imaginary friends can be
purely for entertainment,
but they can also mirror
difficult emotions and
stages in a child’s life. If a
family member is sick, for
instance, an imaginary
friend may get sick, too, a
way to help navigate
sadness and uncertainty
An imaginary friend can
be a child or an adult, an
animal or a creature or, as
in the popular comic strip
Calvin and Hobbes, a
stuffed animal.

Research by Taylor and
colleagues showed that as
many as 65 per cent of
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They can
entertain, help
you navigate
sadness, be
a source of
support and
“ sometimes
'« prodyouto
explore a
o i
e dark side

children have interacted
with personified objects or
invisible friends by the
time they are seven. Some
pretend friends are
retained much longer
Imaginary friends are
considered ageless in both
IF and The Imaginary,
directed by Yoshivuki
Momose. Both films focus
on how memories of imagi-
nary friends — or “imagi-
naries”, asthey'recalled in
The Imaginary — are what
keep them alive as people
age and become less
needful of created worlds.

Manifestation of evil

Imaginary friends have
long fuelled the horror
cenre, where unseen
beings possess bodies and
minds to all kinds of evil
ends, a manifestation of
and metaphor for mental
illness. Imaginaryusesthe
horror convention of a
possessed toy — inthiscase
a teddy bear named
Chauncey — toexplore the

L]
dark side of imaginary
friendships. Not alLhorror
movie imaginary friends
are pretend; though: In
Psyche; Norman Bates had
an imaginary friend, and
she turned a shower into a
bloodbath.

Adults don't have to be
mentally unstable to have
imaginary friends. Tayvlor
said author Agatha Christie
and choreographer Paul
Tavlor have talked about
having unseen companions
who were a source of
support and inspiration
throughout their lives,

In Ricky Stanicky, the
imaginary {riend is a
grown man made up by
three friends who pretend
to call on him as cover
when they want to lie about
their whereabouts.

Are we In an imaginary
friend golden age? Marlo
McEenzie, director of My
Secret Country, said her
film was born in part by
having worked at a home-
less yvouth shelter where
many children with back-
orounds of abuse “weren’t
able to imagine a world
where they were loved”,

“Imagination,” she said,
“is way more important
than werealise.”

For years, Craig Steven Wright, an Australian cryptocurrency enthusiast, claimed to be
Satoshi Nakamoto, the mysterious creator of Bitcoin. Then the courts got involved

The New York Times

or much of its existence, the crypto-
currency company nChain was
ooverned by a golden rule of office
politics: It was not a good idea to
challenge Craig Steven Wright, the
chief science officer.

At nChain’s London offices, Wright, an
Australian computer scientist, was treated as a
sort of philosopher king. He wore three-piece
suits and drove a Lamborghini. A middle
manager would tape Wright's ramblings about
obscure technical matters and then share the
recordings with a staft of researchers, who were
instructed to turn his musings into patents.

Wright's authority rested on a claim to a kind
of divine significance — that he was the
mysterious creator of Bitcoin.

THE ORIGINAL WHITE PAPER

In 2008, a person using the pseudonym Satoshi
Nakamoto published a white paper explaining
the basics of Bitcoin. Then, asabruptly ashehad
emerged, he vanished. Satoshi,
who's known by his first name,
controls an estimated 1.1 million
Bitcoins, a $75-billion stash that
has sat untouched for more than
adecade.

Themystery of Satoshi’sidentity
has long obsessed crypto experts.

Wright has gonetoextraordinary
lengths to prove that he is Satoshi.
He has presented himself as
Biteoin's inventor in interviews
and social media posts. In lawsuits
tried in three countries, he has
testified that he wrote the original
white paper. After a small-time
crypto personality challenged his
claims in 2019, Wright sued for
defamation. He followed that up with an aggres-
sive suit against software developers working to
improve Bitcoin's code, accusing them of
violating his intellectual property rights. “A few
will be bankrupted, lose their families and
collapse,” he declared.

This year, several of crypto’s most powerful
companies mobilised to stop Wright from bring-
ing cases, An influential group led by Coinbase,
the largest US exchange, and Block, a company
started by Twitter founder Jack Dorsey, took
him to trial in High Court in London.

They were seeking a judicial declaration: We
may never know for sure who invented Bitcoin,
but it wasn't Craig Wright.

A FINANCIAL LIFELINE

Much of what is known about Satoshi Nakamoto
comes from hundreds of messages he exchanged
with early collaborators. including Gavin
Andresen, an American software developer who
helped promote Bitcoin in the media. In emails
and forum posts, Satoshi wrote about his
commitment to privacy and his frustrations
with the financial establishment, while
revealing little about his background.

Then in 2011, with no warning, Satoshi went
silent, cutting off communication. “I wish
vou wouldn't keep talking about me as a
mysterious shadowy figure,” he told
Andresen in their final exchange,

Hardly anyone had heard of Wright until
2015, when Andy Greenberg, a tech
reporter, co-wrote an article for Wired.
The article was based partly on private
emails and transcripts supplied by an
anonymous leaker: “1 did my best to tryv and
hide the fact that I've been running Bitcoin
since 2009." Wright said in one transcript.
“By the end of this, I think half the world is
going to bloody know.”

The article included a caveat: “Either Wright
invented Bitcoin, or he's a brilliant hoaxer who
very badly wants us to believe he did.”

By early 2015, Wright was locked in disputes
with the Australian tax office, which accused
him of backdating documents and conducting
“sham transactions”™, court records show.

CRYPTOGRAPHIC KEYS
A formercolleague put him in touch with Calvin

Ayre, an entrepreneur who had made a fortune
in the sports betting industry and wanted to

Instead of offering
proofthat he
controlled the privale
ceys whichwould
showthat heis the
real Satoshi, Wright
published a jargon
heavy blog post about
the mechanics of
digilal signalures
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invest in erypto. The twodecided to publicise his
Satoshi claim. The eventual deal included aloan
of 2.5 million Australian dollars to resolve
Wright's tax problems. It also made Wright the
chief scientist of a new company, which would
have “exclusive rights to Craig’s life story™.

But when the Wired article appeared that
December, it drew a sceptical reaction. There
was only one definitive way to prove that he had
written the white paper: Satoshi would have
access to cryptographic keys unlocking his
Bitcoin stash.

In 2016, Wright's sponsors flew Andresen to
London, hoping to secure the endorsement of
Satoshi’s old collaborator. In a hotel conference
room, Wright gave a demonstration meant to
show Andresen that he controlled Satoshi’s
private keys.

Soon, Wright was supposed tomake the crypto-
graphic proof public and end the Satoshi
mystery forever. But when the day arrived for the
big reveal, Wright didn’t offer any proof. Instead,
he published a jargon-heavy blog post about the
mechanics of “digital signatures”,

WHY CLAIM TO BE SATOSHI?

Even after Wright failed toproduce the evidence,
he retained a band of loval online followers. He
didn’t have access to Satoshi’'s private keys, he
claimed in court, because he had smashed a hard
drive containing them; he described it as an
impulsive decision, partly related to his autism.

Ayre stood by him, and in 2018, he and Wright
launched Bitcoin Satoshi Vision, which tradesat
about $70 per coin, a fraction of Bitcoin's price.

Rejected by much of the crypto indusiry, Wright
pressed his claim to Satoshi-dom in the courts,
pursuing litigation that Ayre helped finance.

“He seems to have enough money and backing
from others that he can make good on his threats
toruin people financially by bringing expensive
litigation,” Steve Lee, a manager at Block, a
company that Dorsey co-founded after Twitter,
said inacourt filing last vear,

Lee was part of a coalition of prominent
crypto companies called the Crypto Open
Patent Alliance, or COPA, which was founded to
stop patent rules from preventing the develop-
ment of crypto technology, In 2021, Wright's
lawvers asked COPA and its members to remove
the Bitcoin white paper from their websites.
COPA responded by suing Wright in High Court
in London, seeking a ruling that he did not
invent Bitcoin.

As the litigation intensified, Christen
Ager-Hanssen, a venture investor; joined nChain
and helped oversee Wright's legal affairs. Last
vear, he switched sides.

In an interview, Ager-Hanssen said Wright
struck him as clever but delusional. He said, he
found it hard to understand why Wright has
spent so0 many vears trying to prove that he
invented Bitcoin. “l believe he thinks he
deserves to be Satoshi,” Ager-Hanssen said.

A JUDGE DECIDES

Dated August 2007, the notes on a Quill pad
summarise a meeting that Wright held in which
he discussed a new form of digital money, A list
of follow-up steps mentions a ‘paper’, set for
publication in 2008.

Thenotes were part of acache of more than 100
“reliance documents” that Wright filed in High
Court as evidence that he invented Bitcoin. A
torensic expert hired by COPA, however, found
that the documents had been doctored.

A sworn statement from Hamelin Brands, the
parent company of Quill, revealed that the pad
didn’t go into circulation until 2012, four yvears
after Bitcoin was invented. Wright took the
witness stand in the first week of the trial and
insisted that the companyv was mistaken about
the provenance of its own pad.

The judge overseeing the proceedings, James
Mellor, issued a ruling from the bench.
“Dr Wright is not the person who adopted or
operated under the pseudonym Satoshi
Nakamoto,” he said.

The mystery of Bitcoin's creation seems likely
to endure. One morning, in the final stretch of
COPA vs Wright, a blond man in a baseball cap
shuffled into the gallery, taking a seat among a
eroup of reporters before striking up
conversation. Why had he shown up to Wright's
trial? He leaned in to whisper a secret: He was the
real Satoshi Nakamoto.
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Are Goa’s Pig Tales and Tradltlons Changlng‘?

FOOD FABLES

&

VIKRAM DOCTOR

Goa and pigs have long been closely
linked. The Portuguese probably
didn't introduce them, given pork
eating traditions in western India,
in places like Mangalore and Coorg.
But they would have encouraged
their rearing, from familiarity with
salt pork which fuelled their long
SE4 VOVAZeS.

There was also, perhaps, the use
that the Inquisition made of pork,

to identify Iberian Jews who
claimed to have become Christians,
but secretly maintained Judaic
habits, particularly a revulsion
from pork.

Domnic’s Goa, an entertaining
memoir by Domnic Fernandes, has
a chapter on women who would
raise a few pigs at home, feeding
them on Kitchen wastes and going
tothe houses that didn't keep pigsto
collect their waste as well. This was
mixed with easily available paddy
husk, coconut cake (left after oil
pressing) and the water from
cooking rice. “Pigs were sort of wet
oarbage-cleaners,” he writes,

Fernandes decorously skirts
around another well-known source
of sustenance for Goa's pigs, but it is
clecfully invoked in The Stoned Pig,
amagazine published in Anjuna’s
famous hippie scene, Starting with
a ‘Full Moon Edition’ in January
1975, it ran till 1976, featuring Oink,

a porcine mascot. It happily drew
scatological parallels between its
content and the contents of Goa's
pig toilets, eagerly eaten by OQink’s
real-life counterparts. (The issues
are now online, under the caption:
“The freest magazine on the world's
freest scene’.)

Pig toilets aren’'t special to Goa.
Pigs and dogs were possibly first
attracted to human settlements to
eat their wastes, of all Kinds, one
reason why both animals are often
seen as unclean. But in parts of
China and Korea, like Goa, the pig

The government is
promoling pig farms, but
local breeds like Agonda pigs
are being replaced by the
Large White ( Yorkshire)
and Duroc breeds here

Euans use purk-in dishes
[1{= wndaf_uu or sorpotel

Al CENERATED,

toilet was seen asa practical way of
disposing waste (a variation, in
Vietnam, had the toilet over a pond,
where fish ate the waste). There is
onemaodel from China, from around
20-220 CE, and the character used
for pigsty in Chinese script has also
been used for toilet.

But this is not a svstem that is
surviving modernity The Chinese

PIC: GETTY IMAGES

authorities have pushed to abolish
pig toilets, and in Goa too, Claude
Alvares writes in Fish Curry and
Rice, his definitive guide to Goa's
changing ecology, “after the depar-
tureof the Portuguese, the adminis-
tration began a campaign against
pigloos”. This was probably backed
by Goans from outside the state,
whooften faced ridicule about these
toilets. When they sent money
home, replacing the pig toilet must
have been high on the agenda.

(zo0a was still too rural to create a
centralised sewage system, so the
solution was septic tanks for each
house. But Alvares notes that these
were usually badly constructed
because proper guidelines were not
set for their design or approval. The
only permission required was from
medical officers, who simply
measured theirdistance from water
bodies, but didn’'t take into
consideration if their size was
adequate for the building.

Inevitably, in the late 1990s, sewage
started overflowing and contaminat-
ing Goa's groundwater, The

Pollution Control Board framed
cuidelines, but these are proving
inadequate in the face of increased
construction. Roads are being torn
up to lay water and sewage lines, but
thiswon't match the scale of develop-
ment, especially in remoter areas.
The state is drowning in sewage.

As it happens, pigs are also
disappearing from public sight. A
few are still home raised, but the
government is promoting pigfarms
where rearing happens in intensive
conditions, withfar more cruelty to
the animals. Instead of recycling
wastes, they are given specialised
feeds, whose production has greater
environmental costs. Local breeds
like Agonda pigs are being replaced
by the Large White (Yorkshire) and
Duroc breeds suited for factory
farming.

A chef friend tells me that their
meat is much fattier, which suits
international styles of cooking, but
not traditional Goan recipes. Will
the link between Goa and pigs
remain when the conditions that
created it have changed so much?
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Xavi: Barca President will
Have to Explain Why |
Won't Continue as Coach

Xavi Hernandez said Saturday
that he is leaving Barcelona with
“a clear conscience” that he did

his best after the club decided to
part ways with the former player,
but that it will be up to president
Joan Laporta to explain why he is
going. In his first news conference
since Barcelona announced on
Friday that Xavi would not finish
the final vear of his contract, the
44-year-old said that he will now
“take a break” from coaching. "The
president told me his reasons for
why he thinks the club needs a
change, and | can only respect that.
| am a club man,” Xavi said. “We
shook hands, hugged and wished
one another the best. From now
on | will be just another fan. He will
have to explain his motives." AP

UNITED 2 -1 CITY
FA Cup Goes to the
Other Manchester

Manchester United saved their
best performance of a mediocre
season to the very end as they
upset Manchester City 2-11in

the FA Cup final on Saturday to
deprive their rivals of the double.
With speculation swirling about
the future of manager Erik Ten
Hag, United ripped up the form
book as first-half goals from
teenagers Alejandro Garnacho and
Kobbie Mainoo proved enough for
them to lift the trophy for a 13th
time. Premier League champions
City, bidding to become the

first club to win the double in
successive seasons, had been on
a 35-match unbeaten run in all
competitions in open play. But
they were well below their best
in the first half, gifting Garnacho
a 30th-minute opener befare
Mainoo made it 2-0. Reuters

MALAYSIA MASTERS

Sindhu Fights Past

Busanan to Reach Final

P V Sindhu on Saturday earned a
shot at the Malaysia Masters crown
after entering the women’s singles
final with a come-from-behind
win over Thailand's Busanan
Ongbamrungphan. Fifth seed
Sindhu, who last won the 2022
Singapare Open and finished
runner-up at the Madrid Spain
Masters in 2023, rallied to prevail
13-21 21-16 21-12 against world
No. 20 Busanan in a marathon
semifinal that lasted 88 minutes
to close in on the BWF World Tour
crown. World No. 15 Sindhu will
face world No. 7 Wang Zhi Yi of
China in the summit clash. PTI
ARCHERY WORLD Cup

India Wins Women's
Compound Team Gold,

Mixed Team Silver

The Indian women's compound
team of Jyothi Surekha Vennam,
Parneet Kaur and Aditi Swami
grabbed its third successive
Archery World Cup gold medal,
while the mixed team added a
silver at the stage two event on
Saturday. The world No. 1 Indian
compound team dominated
Turkey's Hazal Burun, Ayse Bera
Suzer and Begum Yuva right from
the beginning and sealed the gold
without dropping a set = 232-
226 - in a lopsided final. Asian
Games champion Jyothi, however,
couldn't add a second gold to her
kitty as she along with Priyansh
squandered an opening round lead
to go down to the Team USA 153
-155 in the compound mixed team
final. PTI

fter a long, hot summer of
cricket where it rained sixes
and fours in a batsmen-
friendly IPL, it has come
down to this, The Sunrisers
Hyderabad will takeon Kolkata Knight
Riders for this vear’s bragging rights.

It was probably not the first pick of
experts, pre-tournament, to make it to
thefinal, but it was not the last.

The primary reason for this is SRH's
acquisition of Pat Cummins. Asa bowl-
er, Cummins is world-class, but his effi-
cacy ishighest in Testcricket. Cummins
can hitalongball but youwould not goas
far as putting him in the bowling all-
rounder category

Cummins got the big bucksfor hislead-
ership. His captaincy of Australia has
been marked by tactical acumen. His
handlingof bowlers, settingof fieldsand
deployment of batsmen out of position
had all helped move the game forward.

But, more than this, it was Cummins’
instinct totake care of hisflock and get
the best out of those who looked up to
him that Hyderabad was banking on.
Cummins’ main task was to bring this
team together. And he has delivered
spectacularly

Travis Head unleashed hell as we
know he can and Abhishek Sharma
emerged as someone whom the Indian
selectors will not be able to ignore for
much longer. Nitish Kumar Reddy
came up with the goods in the big mo-
ments, and he is that elusive character
that Indian cricket is always on the
lookout for — a batsman and medium
pacer. T Natarajan re-emerged as
someone who can bowl vorkers at will,
literally the only way to stop batsmen
from scoring in thisedition of the tour-
nament, very bowler unfriendly and
only made worse with the Impact
Player affording teams an extra spe-
cialist batsman.

Add to these effervescent elements the
stability and professionalism of
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Battle of Biryanis

Kolkata and Hyderabad, both famous for the dish, vie for IPL bragging rights

g
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their story is not dissimilar t0 g simply goout and performa
the Sunrisers. Captain Shreyas yyderabad specific role, knowing that
Iverhasnothad thebestof times  was banking the management had his
in the past. Recurring injuries  gn cummins’ back, even if he had a bad
have meant being inandout of  justi dayonthefield.
the Indian team and stints at the ::;f.t:;ﬁ-ﬁz :?::H Before the Qualifier,
National Cricket Academy andgetthebest Shrevashadthistosayabout
(NCA)or rehabilitation. out of those what he demanded: “Three
When Iyer did not play for wholookedup thingsthatlam looking for-
Mumbal in the Ranji Troph¥ to him ward toiswin, winand win.’
and subsequently got left out of This might seem like stat-

India’s central contracts list, his career
graph hitanew low But, those who have
watched Shrevas from when he was
yvoung, vouch for his mental strength
and his captaincy.

Shrevas had more resources at his dis-
posal, possibly, but crucially also experi-
ence, KKR ranks are filled with players
whohavehad successnotonly inthe IPL
but in T20leagues around theworld. The
key herewastoharnessthedifferent tal-
ents in a manner that allowed them to
pull as one, To turn Sunil Narine, the
mystery bowler into a monstrous open-
ingbatsman, notjusta disposable wicket
buta key cog, was a masterstroke.

Shrevas, with Gautam Gambhir and
Chandrakant Pandit in the back room,

Bhuvneshwar Kumar and had to sort out a formula that
Heinrich Klaasen and you Shreyas had would allow KKR's diverse
have the answer to why the moreresources talents to understand the
Sunrisers havemountedsuch  athisdisposal, team goaland play towardsit.
a strong campaign and are  possibly, but At times, it was not even nec-
worthy finalists. crucially also essary thatthe plaversunder-

Acrossthesightscreenatthe  experience. stood or saw the bigger pic-
MA Chidambaram Stadium The key was ture. Such is the respect that
in Chepauk will be the Knight  to harness the Shrevas and Gambhir com-
Riders. And, shock horror, talent mand, that a player would
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Bnrla Majumdar

Watching the IPL with one eve on the up-
coming T20 World Cup, starting next
Sunday, poses adilemma. Asatournament,
it iz great. But when vou think of the
Indians in the IPL, particularly those cho-
senforthe T20World Cup, asense of unease
sets in. In fact, in a fantasy X1 based on [PL
performances, only two Indians deserve a
place. That tells vou something about
India’schances inthe T20 World Cup.

This Indian team doesn't appear formi-
dableasthe tournament approaches. This
probably marks the first time in years that
an Indian side is entering the World Cup
with such little hype. The underdog tag
could work in India's favour; less pressure
isn't always detrimental and might help
the team exceed expectations.

Coming back to the fantasy XI, Travis
Head and Sunil Narine are going to be the
openers. While Head can single-handedly
win a game, Narine, one of the best IPL
playersof alltime, has had anunexpected

ing the bleeding obvious, but it comes
from a place of security, of confidence
andachievement. Whenateam trustsin
a process and commits to it, and the re-
sults back thisup, there's noreason why
acaptain wouldnot talk the talk.

But, the key element for both these
teams going into thefinalistota ke
nothi ing for granted. With eve- :'k
I'V passing year, teams are get-
ting sharper at playing T20 crick-
et. The margins are narrowing and
every single ball has become a
conscious effort and event in it-
self. With that being the case, the X
role luck plays is undeniable. Asmall #
break cangoalong way ;

Fortunately, these teams are led by
mature individuals who are hum-
ble enough to acknowledge this. #
The only curiosity about the two |
teams that have reached thefi- £&8
nalof IPL.20247 Not one player
from either team is in the
Indian squad for the T20 World
Cup. Welcome to the upside-
down world of the shortest for- §
matof the game.

L

i,
IPL FINAL

MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennal
IPL TITLES

p. |
2012, 2014 2016
SEASON STATS
15 MATCHES 16
10 WINS g
3 LOSSES 5
2 N/R 1
10.6 RUN RATE 10.5

HEAD TO HEAD

18 09

LAST 5 MATCHES

KKR won by 8 wickels 2024
KKR won by 4 runs 2024
KKR won by 5 runs 2023
SEH won 23 runs 2023
KKR won E‘.r E& runs 2022

# TOP SCORER

TRAVISHEAD
RUN 567 4
37 AVERAGE 43 3
179 STRIKERATE 192
1/3 100/50 1/4
32/50 65/45 32/64

THANGARASU
NATARAJAN
20 WICKET 19 :ﬂ._
¥~ 19.6 AVERAGE 229 &
8.1 ECON 8.8

14.4 STRIKERATE 15.5

—
7:30PM (STAR SPORTS / JIO CINEMA)
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AnOpen Field ¢

Djokovic’s shaky season and Nadal's fitness woes open
window of opportunity at Roland Garros

shrivathsa Sridhar

Defending champion Novak Djokovic's
erratic form, Rafa Nadal's fitness woes
and untimely injuries to top-ranked
voungsters have set up an uncertain
French Open men's tournament with
plaverson thefringeof Grand Slam suc-
cess sensinga golden opportunity

Single-handedly carrving the flag for
the “Big Three” last vear following
Roger Federer’s retirement and in Rafa
Nadal's prolonged absence due to a hip
issue, Djokovie mowed down all chal-
lengers to nearly complete a sweep of
thefour majors.

But the sparkling form that helped the
A7-vear-old golevel with Margaret Court
on 24 Grand Slam trophies has evapo-
rated in the first five months of 2024 and
tame defeats have hurt his rhythm
aheadof hisbidforafourth Pariscrown.

Perhaps the biggest blow came in
Rome earlier this month as Djokovie
was thrashed by Alejandro Tabilo two
days after a freak accident in which he
was hit on the head by a fan's water bot-
tlewhile signingautographs.

“Everything needs tobe better in order
for me to have at least a chance to win
(the French Open),” said Djokovic, who
has failed to win a tournament in the
first 4-1/2 months of the season for the
firsttime since 2018.

Adding tothe minorcrisisat the topof
the men's game in recent weeks isa hip
injury to Australian Open champion

Jannik Sinnerthat threatens to hamper
the 22-year-old Italian’s hopes of win-
ning a second major and becoming the
world numberone.

Spain’s Wimbledon champion Carlos
Alecarazjoined Sinner inskipping Rome
and the 21-vear-old 1s working his way
back fromaright forearm issuethatalso
forced him out of Monte Carlo and de-
railed his Madrid title defence.,

His compatriot Nadal enjoyedarunto
the fourth round in the Spanish capital
butthe 14-times Parischampionmissed
hisfavourite major in 2023 with a hip in-
jury and faces
a challenge to
win the title
again if he
continues to
play within
himsel. ~—  RAFAEL NADAL

The 22-times
Grand Slam winner returned tothetour
after nearlv a vear out in January but
suffered another muscle problem and
will hope for the best in what is likely to
be his final French Open appearance in
hisfarewell season.

WORTHY CONTENDERS

With former champions far from peak
form and the rigours of a busy tour
taking itstoll, talented players includ-
ing Stefanos Tsitsipas, Alexander

Zverev, Casper Ruud and Andrey =

Rublev have emerged as worthy
contendersforamaiden Grand
Slamtitle. Reuters

it

e If | have to tell you
it's 100% my last
Roland Garros, sorry but |
will not, because | cannot
predict what's going on
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Bleeding Blue With Doubts

IPL performances of India's T20 World Cup bound players
don't inspire much confidence

resurgence as a batter this year. Both can
score at a rapid clip in the Powerplay and
set the game up. Narine, with the ball, has
also been exceptional.

At No. 3would be Virat Kohli, easily the
best Indian batter in the tournament. He
batted with flair and skill, and also im-
proved his strike-rate in the second half
of the season.

Heinrich Klaasen has to be the No. 4. His
ability to hit sixes makes him a nightmare
for the opposition bowlers. A safe wicket-
keeper; Klaasenisathisbest atthemoment.

David Miller would be No. 5. Yet againa
standout performer for Gujarat, Miller
has been the franchise’s Mr Consistent.
His ability to soak in pressure and deliver
intoughsituations hastimeand againres-
cued his team,

Andre Russell is the perfect
No. &. Fitness-wise, he
looked way better than a year

ago, and con- sistently picked up
wickets this season. And when
tasked with hit- ting sixes at the

death, few can ¥ match Dre Russ.

beat Karolina Muchova 6-2, 5-7, 6-4

Only Jasprit Bumrah and Virat Kohli
delivered for their teamsinthelPL AP

For another all-round option at No. 7,
Sam Curran would bea handy pick. While
he didn’t have the best tournament by his
ownstandards, he can still win games with
both bat and ball.

Despitenot having a good season, Rashid

MAY 26 TO JUNE 9
Stade Roland Garros, Paris

DEFENDING CHAMPIONS

MEMN'S SINGLES
Novak Djokovic
beat Casper Ruud 7-6 (1), 6-3, 7-5
WOMEN'S

lga Swiatek

1' %L singles champions
e

$58.12 million

Total prize purse

%2.6 million

Prize money for

LIVE on Sony
sSports
Metwork,
2:30pm
onwards

Khan can't be ignored. He is someone who
can also make a difference with the bat as
hedid for Gujarat this season.

Among the pacers, Trent Boult has al-
ways been handy at the start of aninnings
and consistent throughout the season.
Jasprit Bumrah walks into any team. The
final spot has many contenders lining up,
but none of them are Indians. And that’s
the real point.

Inthis X1, aside trom Kohli and Bumrah,
noother member of the Indian World Cup
squad makes the cut. Sanju Samson is a
close contender for No. 4, but hecan'tleap-
frog Klaasen.

In such a situation, how can one bet on
India in the World Cup? How can oneexpect
that Rohit, Hardik Pandva, Mohammed
Sirajand therest willall suddenly returnto
form? Onwhat basis can there be hope that
India will redeem themselves and avenge
the 2022 T20 World Cup defeat or the 2023
World Cup final heartbreak?

It suggests that if India progresses be-
vond the semi-finals, it will be an effort
beyond expectations, Perhaps for the first
time in years, ndian fansaren't expecting
much from the team. Maybe this is their
chance. However, a deep dive just seven
dayvs before the tournament begins
doesn’t inspire confidence in India’s
chances, and that is the reality.
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The Limitations,
And Thrills, of
The Monaco GP

The narrow track and large cars hinder
overtaking, but, oh boy, do those tight
roads make qualifying hair-raising

lan Parkes

Monaco’s narrow streets make it difficult for thedrivers
to maneouver their racecars Getty Images
Ask a Grand Prix driver whether Monaco is worthy of its
place on the Formula One calendar, and the answer will
usually be ves.

That’s even though the Grand Prix can often be less than
thrilling. Thetrack issonarrow and thecars sobigthatdrivers
rarely can pass, or overtake, each other: In the Formula E race
there in April, drivers were abletoovertake almost 200times in
theirsmaller cars. In last vear’s Grand Prix there were 22 over-
takes, whichcan make therace processional.

Compared with 30 vears ago, cars are about 3 feet longer and
600 pounds heavier, making them difficult tomaneuver around
the narrow streets of Monaco. Still, the race has amystigue.

“For me, Monaco is the most iconic race of the season,”
Charles Leclerc of Ferrarisaid. “Obviously, I'm Monégasque,
sol'mbiased, butit'stheracethatmade medream of becoming
a Formula One driver. The qualifying effort on Saturday is in-
credible. None of the racetracks come close to what we feel on
that qualifving lap, and how precise you need to be, how brave
vou need to be, It's something I really enjoy as adriver™

Monaco has history. This weekend’s Grand Prix marks the
95th anniversary of its first race, in 1929, Its layout, a circuit
described by Nelson Piguet, a three-time champion in the
1980s, as “likeridinga
bicycle around your
living room," has
changed little over
time.

The configuration
has 19 corners gver

Leclerc Snaps Max's Streak

Ferrari's Charles Leclerc won the
pole position for the Monaco
Grand Prix on Saturday, snapping
Max Verstappen's streak of

about 2 miles. eightconsecutive poles. Leclerc
Reachingspeedsupto  outpaced McLaren's Oscar Piastri
180 mph, driverscom-  in qualifying by 0.154 seconds. Red
pletinga perfectquali-  Bull's Verstappen will start sixth

fying lap, in which
they are on the track
alone, racing against
the clock, is the ulti-

after an incident rounding the first
corner on his final run meant he
had to end the

S e e run. The 26-year-
PR old Leclerc

Therace itself isstill o2 s of

a challenge, Over 78 MioRace Snd s

laps, with almost 1,500 is his thi I'I:! |

corners, there is |5 is third poie

1o 1‘esp}te in the four years

The prob- there. Reuters

lem with

Monaco Mﬂ“ﬂtﬂ GP

isthereis \_,ﬂ_ ____CIRCUIT DE MOMNACO

no room Number of Laps 78

to expand Circuit Length 3.337km

the track to Race Distance 260.286km
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Ideas to alter it (Lewis Hamilton, 2021)

have been discussed LIVE on FanCode, 6:30pm
over the vears, but there have been nochanges.

So the variables for overtaking are confined to strategy, an
accident or rain, which has often created a spectacle that has
affected strategy and resulted in accidents.

Michel Boert, president of the Automobile Club de Monaco,
the promoters of the Grand Prix, said that despite the near
century-old heritageof therace, it wasunique, “Fromthestart,
in 1829, we didn't have a choiee but to do things differently be-
cause of the topography of our tiny 7T00-vear-old principality;
situated between the mountains on one side and the
Mediterranean Sea on the other,” Boeri said in an interview.
“Monacoishalf thesizeof New York's Central Park. But where
else can you race around buildings and yvachts at 180 miles per
hour, on streets where the speed limit is 307"

In 2021, a F1 survey of 1,67,000 people from 187 countries, con-
ducted by the research company Nielsen, in partnership with
the Motorsport Network, highlighted Monaco's popularity,
emerging asthefan favourite. That was nosurprise to Boeri.

“When people around the world think of golf, they think of
the Masters in Augusta,” he said. “When they think of tennis,
it’s Wimbledon. When it comes to Formula One, it's Monaco
that comes tomind.” The New York Times
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The number of times
Rafael Nadal has lost

consecutive matches on clay
courts in his career. He will
face Alexander Zverev in
the first round of the French
Open; his previous outing
was a 6-1, 6-3 loss to Hubert
Hurkacz at the Italian Open
on May 11.

The most Grand Slam

final appearances

y by any woman in the

\ 2024 French Open

field. That is Victoria

p/  Azarenka's total: she
Is 2-3 in those finals. lga

Swiatek (4-0), Naomi Osaka
(4-0) and Angeligue Kerber

(3-1) have all been to
four major title
matches.

Thereisalot
of pressure,
especially when you
play well and you
already know that
you can achieve this
step, people are
expectingitto
happen again
| and again and
again....butl

wouldn't say I'm
more Nervous

thanusual...

I'm also pretty
confident with
how I'm playing
right now

IGA SWIATEK

Martyn Herman

The big question ahead of the French
Open is not whether Iga Swiatek will
win the women's singles again but ex-
actly how many times the Pole will lift
the Coupe Suzanne Lenglen before she
calls timeon her career;

It looks almost impossible for any
player to come anywhere near Rafa
Nadal's record 14 French Open titles
but such 18 Swiatek's domination on
clay that she already looks on course to
threaten the women’s title record at a
single Grand Slam.

Still only 22, Swiatek is a massive fa-
vourite for this yvear’s tournament
where she could join a select group of
plavers to have won the title at least four
times in the professional era -- Chris
Evert (7), Steffi Graf (6) and Justine
Henin(4).

Martin Navratilova holds the profes-
sional era women’s record for triumphs
at one of the four majors with nine
Wimbledons.

With age on her side, and an all-round
gamethat matchesuponclayaswellas
Navratilova'sdid ongrass, Swiatek cer-
tainly looks like dominating the
Parisiandirtfor yearstocome.

Swiatek arrives in the French capital
on the back of a 12-match winning
streak on clay having rolled through
Madrid and Rome and some aresuggest-
ing that the Roland Garros engraver
might already startetchinghernameon
thetrophy

Butworld No. 1 Swiatek, bidding fora
hat-trick of titles to go along with her
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Can Anyone Stop Swiatek?

The Polish star, already a three-time French Open
champion, looks untouchable coming in to Paris

maiden success in 2020, is not getting
ahead of herself asshe prepares forthe
vear’'s second Grand Slam tournament.

“Obviously | am confident. I feel like
I'm playing great tennis. But it doesn’t
change the fact that I really want to stay
humble and really focused on getting
evervthing step by step. Grand Slams
aredifferent,” shesaid in Romeafter her
winover world No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka.

“There are seven hard matches that
vouneed towin, soldon't takeanything
for granted. Tl just work hard asIdid in
Madrid and Rome and we'll see.

“I'm number one so I'm the favourite
everywhereif youlook at rankings. But
rankingsdon’t play the matches.”

The list of those with the capabilities
tostopSwiatek isnotalongone.

Belarus's two-time Australian Open
champion Sabalenka has emerged as
hernatural rival and held match points
againsther in the Madrid final this vear
before being outclassed in Rome,

While Sabalenka’s power tennis isnot
as effective on the slippery dust, she cer-
tainly has the weapons to blast through
any opponent on any surface when her
game is hot. “Even though I lost these
two finals, [ never focus on the past. No
matter how many times [ lose to the
player; I know anyway if I'll be there, if
I'llbefighting, I'll be focusingon myself,
[ know that I can get thatwin,” shesaid.

US Open champion Coco Gauff
reached the French Open final in 2022
and has proved she can adapt to clay
while former Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina hasalsoshowed form
on clay and will expect to go deep in
thedraw. Reuters




