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Minor’s family tried to pin

blame on their driver: Cops
What the police said

Shrinivas Deshpande

letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: Attempts were made by
the family of the 17-year-old
suspect, who mowed down two
people in a high-speed crashin
a sports car over the weekend,
to tamper with evidence and
pin the blame for the crime on
a driver in their employment,
the Pune Police chief said on
Friday.

Five days since the incident,
which claimed the lives of two
techies, new revelations further
fanned outrage over the seem-
ingly special treatment that the
prime suspect, the minor son of
a real-estate developer,
received in the initial hours of
the investigation.

Police Commissioner
Amitesh Kumar confirmed that
there had been lapses at the
police station level, as the state

police announced it suspended
inspector Rahul Jagdale and
assistant police inspector Vish-
wanath Todkar from Yerwada
police station.

The two cops landed up at
the spot within 15 minutes of
the crash at 3am on Sunday,
but seniors of the department
learnt about it much after
through social media.

The case has now been
handed over to the Maharash-
tra crime branch, Kumar
announced.

Kumar also confirmed
attempts by the accused’s fam-
ily to have their driver Ganga-
ram Pujari take the blame.
"During the initial investiga-
tion, the driver claimed that he
was behind the wheel. Now we
are investigating if there are
more people who may have
influenced the driver,” Kumar

continued on=21

The case in which a 17-year-old drove into a bike, killing two
people, was transferred to the crime branch on Friday.

ON BLOOD ON ROLE OF ON LAPSES BY
REPORTS THE DRIVER THE POLICE
Delay in collecting LR GEVROEUGIYE  Internal inquiry
blood samples resulted = U ATES pointed to lapses
in the two negative behind the wheel, when registering
reports, but other but evidence the case. Two
evidence has confirmed Gl G R policemen have

the minor was drunk.

FATHER IN JUDICIAL
CUSTODY TILLJUNE 7
The minor's father and five
others, incduding the owner
and employees of two bars

where the teenager
allegedly consumed
alcohol, have been

remanded to judicial
custody until June 7.

was driving the car.

been suspended.

Severe cyclone to impact Bengal,
make landfall Sunday night: Met

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Severe cyclone
Remal is expected to make
landfall between Sagar Island
in West Bengal and Khepupara
in Bangladesh around the mid-
night of May 26 with winds
reaching 100-120kmph, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Friday,
warning of extremely heavy
rainfall and localised flooding
in some parts of the eastern
state.

On Friday, the system lay
centred over central Bay of
Bengal as a depression, having
strengthened from a well-
marked low-pressure area in
the last 12 hours, when it
moved northeastwards. The
depression lay “about 700km
south-southwest of Khepupara
(Bangladesh), about 660km
south-southeast of Sagar
Islands (West Bengal) and
710km south of Canning (West
Bengal)” at 11.30am, IMD said.

continued on =217

Bengal braces for
Cyclone Remal
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LUCKY ESCAPE IN
KEDARNATH AFTER
SNAG IN CHOPPER

DEHRADUN: An accident was
averted early on Friday after a
helicopter carrying seven people
— six pilgrims and the pilot —
made an emergency landing
after it developed a technical
snag while trying to land at the
helipad at Kedarnath shrine.
Rudraprayag district magistrate
Saurabh Gaharwar said that all
the passengers on board were
safe. He said the reason for the
technical fault in the helicopter
is being investigated. P15

OVER 100 KILLED AS
LANDSLIDE HITS
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

MELBOURNE: Over 100 people
are feared dead in a landslide
Friday that buried a village in a
remote, mountainous part of
Papua New Guinea, and an
emergency response is under-
way, officials in the South
Pacific island nation said. The
landslide struck Enga province,
about 600km northwest of the
capital, Port Moresby, at
roughly 3am, Australian Broad-
casting Corp. reported. P19

Butcher who helped
brutally chop B'desh
MP’s body arrested

Joydeep Thakur

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: A Bangladeshi citizen
who illegally lived in Mumbai
and worked as a butcher was
allegedly hired to dismember the
body of murdered Bangladeshi
MP Mohammad Anwarul Azim,
chop it into pieces, and dispose of
them, police West in Bengal said
on Friday after it arrested the
24-year-old suspect from the
state’s southeastern fringes.
The grisly murder of Azim,
first unearthed earlier this week,
has sent shockwaves across two
countries. Police in neither coun-
try have spoken out about the
motive for the murder of the
56-year-old parliamentarian
from Bangladesh's ruling Awami
League, but hinted that it was
likely to be connected to business
dealings, rather than politics.
“One Jihad Hawaldar, 24, has
been arrested. He was directly
involved in the crime. Investiga-
tion is going on,” said AK Chatur-
vedi, inspector general of the

The accused was arrested
Bongaon in North 24 Parganas
late on Thursday PTI

state crime investigation depart-
ment.

Hailing from Khulna in Bang-
ladesh, Hawaldar was illegally
staying in Mumbai and working
asa butcher, officials said. He was
arrested from Bongaon in North
24 Parganas late on Thursday.
Azim, a three-time MP from Jhe-
naidah, came to India on May 12
for medical treatment, and was
declared missing on May 18.-p1s

CM AIDE SENT TO
4-DAY CUSTODY
IN MALIWAL CASE

Deepankar Malviya
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Friday sent chief minister Arv-
ind Kejriwal's aide Bibhav
Kumar to four-day judicial cus-
tody in connection with alleged
assault of Aam Aadmi Party
Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal.
Kumar was brought before
the court as his five-day police
custody ended. He was taken
into custody by the Delhi Police
on May 18 from Kejriwal's resi-
dence, and formally arrested on
May 18 while the hearing of his
anticipatory bail plea was
underway before a court.
During the court proceedings
on Friday, the Delhi Police
sought four-day custody of
Kumar for further investigation
into the case. P8

UN COURT ORDERS
SRAEL TO HALT
RAFAH OFFENSIVE

THE HAGUE: The top United
Nations court on Friday ordered
Israel to halt military operations in
Rafah “immediately”, a landmark
ruling likely to increase mounting
international pressure on Israel
more than seven monthsinto the
Gaza war. The International
Court of Justice also ruled Israel
must keep open the key Rafah
crossing for “unhindered”
humanitarian aid and urged the
“unconditional” release of hosta-
ges taken by Hamas during its
October 7 assault. ICJ rulings are
legally binding but the court has
no concrete means to enforce
them. P19

COURT CONVICTS
MEDHA PATKAR
IN 23-YR-OLD CASE

Deepankar Malviya
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Friday convicted Narmada
Bachao Andolan (NBA) activist
Medha Patkar in a 23-year-old
defamation case filed by the
then president of the non-profit
organisation National Council
of Civil Liberties VK Saxena.
Saxena, who is currently serv-
ing as the Delhi LG, accused
her of issuing a press release
containing false imputations
intended to harm his reputa-
tion. P8

{ PAI C IMP
Covid-19

{ WORLD HEALTH STATISTICS

reversed decade’s worth progress in

life expectancy improvements: WHO report

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Nearly a decade of
gains in improving global life
expectancy was lost due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the World
Health Organization said in a
report on Friday, pegging the
average age that a person is
expected to live at 71.4 years,
the lowest since 2012.

Between 2019 and 2021,
global life expectancy fell by 1.8
years to 71.4 years, while
healthy life expectancy declined
by 1.5 years to 61.9 years, the
WHO's World Health Statistics
report found. The Americas and
Southeast Asia regions were hit
hardest, with life expectancy
dropping by about 3 years.

“In just two years, the Cov-
id-19 pandemic erased a decade

of gains in life expectancy,”
said WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
He noted the importance of a
new Pandemic Agreement “not
only to strengthen global
health security, but to protect
long-term investments in
health and promote equity”.
Covid-19 emerged as a top
cause of death, ranking third
globally in 2020 and second in

2021, claiming nearly 13 million
lives. The WHO report also
mentions that non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs) such as
ischaemic heart disease and
stroke, cancers, chronic

obstructive pulmonary disease,
Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementias, and diabetes were
the biggest killers before the
pandemic, responsible for 74%

continuedon—>9
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What’s at stake in the
sixth phase of voting?

By Abhishek Jha

Fifty-eight parliamentary constituencies (PCs) across eight states and UTs will vote in the
penultimate phase of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections today. This will conclude polling in 486 of
India’s 543 PCs. The 486 number includes Surat, where no voting took place, but an MP was
elected unopposed. Voting will conclude today in the state of Haryana and UTs of Delhi and
Jammu & Kashmir, taking the total number of such states and UTs to 28. Among the eight
states where polling will conclude only in the last phase, six will finish polling in at least 70% of
their PCs after today. Here are four charts that put today’s polls in context.

Most challenging PCs for the Congress in 2014 and 2019

Of the 58 PCs voting today, past results are available for the 57 PCs outside Jammu & Kashmir. Past results for Jammu &
Kashmir PCs voting in the 2024 elections are not available because PC boundaries have been redrawn in the region after 2019
in a delimitation exercise. Of the 57 comparable PCs, the Congress won just Rohtak in Haryana in 2014 and none in 2019. Its

allies in these elections did not add anything to this tally. This makes the sixth phase the most challenging for the Congress.

To be sure, the BJP and its allies did not win everything the
Congress lost in the 2019 elections. Of the parts of the seven
states voting today, the BJP and its allies swept four in 2019:
Haryana, Delhi, Bihar, and Jharkhand, where 29 P(s vote
today. In the remaining 28 PCs across Odisha, West Bengal,
and Uttar Pradesh, BJP and allies won 16. The remaining 12
PCs in these states were won by the Biju Janata Dal (BJD),
the Trinamool Congress (TMC), the Samajwadi Party (SP),
and the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP).

2019 winners 1' | 1.8 Others Total
of third phase | T 4 4 8
PCs of 2024 3= Delhi 7 »
Lok Sabha Haryana 10 10
elections _ Jammu & Kashmir 1 1
B NDA:BJP Jharkhand 3 1 4

NDA:Others = ” Odisha 2 4

Others ' Uttar Pradesh 9 14
B Boundary redrawn since 2019 ' West Bengal 5 8

Alliance-level anti-incumbency was low between 2014 and
2019, but high between 2009 and 2014

While the BJP's performance was good in these PCs in 2014 and 2019, that was not the case in 2009. The BJP won just seven of the
57 comparable PCs in 2009 and its allies won another two. Therefore, these PCs show low anti-incumbency between 2014 and 2019,
but high anti-incumbency between 2009 and 2014 if parties are grouped as BIP and allies, Congress and allies, and others. For
example, only 13 of the 57 PCs consistently voted for the same group in all past three Lok Sabha elections. However, 30 PCs voted
for the same group in 2014 and 2019, which was different from the group they voted for in 2009. Another 14 PCs either changed
their group in 2019 (eight PCs) or voted for a different group in each successive Lok Sabha election from 2009 to 2019 (six PCs).

2019 winners in 57 sixth phase PCs by anti-incumbency trends (Number of P(s)

Changed in every successive ="

Ty | - BJP-led alliance
election since 2019 || -

B Others

Voted for the same group in 2009 and
2014, but a different group in 2019 |

% i1 —

Voted for the same group in 2014 and
2019, but a different group in 2009

Voted for the same group in 2009,
2014, and 2019

This phase has a higher-than-
average share of rural PCs

70.5% of the population in the PCs voting today is rural,
according to data from the 2011 census aggregated to PC-level
by How India Lives, compared to the national average of
68.8%. The median (the middle value in a series) share of rural
population in these PCs was 83.5%, compared to 76.9%
nationally. This makes the sixth phase the third most rural of
the seven phases of 2024 by overall share and the second
most rural phase by the median share of rural population. To
be sure, some PCs voting today - for example the PCs in Delhi
or in urban centres such as Gurugram and Faridabad in
Haryana; Dhanbad, Ranchi, and Jamshedpur in Jharkhand; and
Bhubaneshwar in Odisha - are indeed very urban. However,
such urban PCs are a relatively small fraction of the PCs
voting today, as the median rural share suggests.

Share of rural population in total population
B AllPCs WM Sixth phase PCs (%)

wectan IR )
shore [ 7T}

Overall N T

Source: 207 census data analysed by HIL

Note: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded because their
houndaries were redrawn after 2019

The only J)hase where voter
turnout declined between
2014 and 2019

If India’s PCs are divided by the phases of the 2024 election,
the PCs voting today are the only group where the overall
turnout declined between 2014 and 2019. To be sure, the
decline was only of 0.5 percentage points, and the 64.9%
turnout in 2019 was still a big improvement compared to the
56.3% turnout in 2009.

Turnout in Lok Sabha elections
B Sixthphase PCs I All PCs 673

(%) 65.4 66.4 I

58.2

2009 2014 2019

Note: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded from phasewise data
because their boundaries were redrawn after 2019

Source: TCPD-IED
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BAT'TLE FOR THE CAPHAL

Gurugram ready for
its date with history

[t's a pitched fight for Delhi’s seven seats today
as BJP guns for a third clean sweep in a row
and INDIA aims to dramatically turn the tide

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Roughly 15.2 million voters will step into
13,641 polling booths set up across the national capital on

1.65

Delhi joins poll party

'I('.
. |:x-

Y246

Voting time: 7am to 6pm
Carry: Voter ID card, or an identity card that
is issued by the government

e
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Abhishek Behl

Gurgaon contest

held at 537 locations, including
in community centres in some

Saturday to seal the fate of 162 candidates on seven seats . North East e SR RES.or of the city’s prominent condo-

in a prestige fight that will close out the penultimate EP;;:EE' L\ Dethi GURUGRAM: Voting booths will 2 Gm“ 2 481 miniums and some that have

phase of the general elections. NS - 212 open for over 2.57 million peo- 't ¥ been classified as “critical”,
The battle for Delhi, the seat of national power, is a Sy 1.53 East ple in Gurugram and 2.43 mil- VOLErS Total polling where police have deployed

microcosm of the electoral contest across the nation ~ra s Delhi lion in Faridabad will have vot- 41:1‘*;']-“ 00 stations in security reinforcements.

with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which holds all =xd J Delhi ing booths open from 7am on ?Egitdsﬁ?[;’;? parliamentary Gurugram deputy commis-

seven seats, taking on an alliance of the Aam Aadmi | Delhi 7 Saturday, when the fates of par- Gurugram distt constituency sioner Nishant Yadav said that

Party (AAP) and the Congress, both constituents of the
Opposition’s umbrella national coalition.

At stake are not only the seven seats after a fierce cam-
paign — headlined by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Union home minister Amit Shah on one side, and Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi and Delhi chief minister Arv-

ind Kejriwal on the other - but also bragging
rights about control of the national capital
that houses Parliament, the PM’s residence,
Rashtrapati Bhavan, and a bevy of dignita-
ries national and international.

P Krishnamurthy, the Delhi’s chief elect-

as around 14,000 VVPATs (voter verifiable
paper audit trails) were likely to be used for

ous polling stations in the national capital.
“Extensive arrangements have been made to ensure a

polls,” said Krishnamurthy.

Jharkhand, six in Odisha, 14 in Uttar Pradesh, eight in
West Bengal, and one in Jammu & Kashmir will also

- I.
e

I voters

{in millions)

15.2mn voters:

Candidates
in the fray

16

polling and had been distributed to the vari- | WILL THE CITY REPEAT
: TRADITION OF GIVING

: CLEAR MANDATES?

smooth and efficient electoral process. 100,000 polling :
personnel and around 100,000 security personnel have :
also been deployed to ensure smooth, free, and fair :
i AAP be able toreclaim at least
Other than the seven seats in Delhi, all 10 seats in :
Haryana including Gurugram, eight in Bihar, four in :
i City-state has often seen one-
i sided contestsin the pastand its

Can BJP win all constituencies in
Delhi for the third time ina row?
Will an alliance of Congress and

some of the seats? Delhi’s
electoral history shows that the

2.29
South
Delhi

: BODIES PITCHINTO
: ENCOURAGE VOTING

i While some Residents Welfare

elderly, and have been sending
i regular messages and alerts to
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. vote, there are some that have

= I | RWAs, LOCAL MARKET

i Associations and traders’ bodies
. have arranged transportationto
i and from polling booths for the

i members to encourage them to

liamentarians who will repre-
sent much of the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) is sealed dur-
ing what will be the
penultimate round of the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha elections.
Saturday’s voting will cover
all the 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Haryana, of which three - Gur-
gaon, Sonepat and Faridabad -
abut the national capital. The
other two main NCR satellite

IN GURUGRAM DISTRICT
1,331 | 52 poliing

Polling booths | stations in

in Gurugram condominiums

voted in the second round of

the general elections on April
26.

In the Gurgaon parliamen-

they have launched over 20 ini-
tiatives to encourage voters to
cast their vote. “From offering
discounts to health facilities we
have come up with new ways to
attract voters. This is the first
time so many plans were intro-
duced and companies were
roped in. We have set up polling
stations very close to the resi-
dents and this is likely to signif-
icantly improve the voting per-

oral officer (CEO), said at least 28,000 ballot- Pollin Pollin cities, Noida and Ghaziabad, taryconstituency, voting willbe centage,” he said. P4
< ing units and 14,000 control units of the 1 3 64 b hg officials
Electll}ns EVMs (electronic voting machines) as well [ | ooths

SC declines to issue directive
to EC on voter turnout records

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday declined to issue any

underway.

A vacation bench of justices
Dipankar Datta and Satish
Chandra Sharma highlighted
the potential implications of

approach has to be taken. Let
the application be heard along
with the main writ petition. We
cannot interrupt the process.
Let us have some trust in the

go to the polls. The BJP won 40 of these seats in 2019, : verdict has almost always beenin i announced 15% discount on food directives to the Election Com- judicial interference in the authority,” the bench remarked
its allies five, and the Indian National Developmental : syncwith the larger national GO OUTAND VOTE i bills on showingthe “ink markon | mission of India (ECI)regarding electoral process during an  while deferring the plea by non-
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) parties four. i mood in elections. Electoral A month after the 2024 Lok i thefinger” at all restaurants. This | a plea demanding the immedi- active election period, stressing  profit Association for Demo-

To be sure, the one of 14 seats in Uttar Pradesh that | patternsfrom Delhi'sdistantand { = Sabha elections kicked off; it . isafter the voter turnout of 60% ate disclosure of authenticated that such actions could disrupt  cratic Reforms (ADR) for imme-
INDIA member Samajwadi Party won in UP in 2019 | recent past suggest thattheresult :  isnow the chance for the i inthe Capitalin 2019 saw a dip voter turnout records, empha-  the ongoing procedures. diate publication of booth-wise

was in alliance with the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP). !
: affair, whichever way it goes. Four
P4

The BSP is not part of the INDIA group in 2024.

continuedon-=>9 :

in 2024 could also be a one-sided

charts to explain this.

Capital's residents to step i from the 65% in 2015. A look at
out and have theirsay. -p2

: thevoting on Saturday.

: how the RWAs are preparing for

-P6

sising the necessity of a “hands-
off approach” given that the Lok
Sabha elections are currently

“We can't interrupt some-
thing that's already underway...
In between elections, hands-off

absolute number of voter turn-
out on the ECI website.
< FULLREPORT ON P13
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SPOTLIGHT @ ECTIONS 2024
GET,SET, VOTE... thisi Y d VA
@ 4 000 S lS Our a

Over a month after the mammoth 2024 Lok Sabha elections exercise kicked off across India, it is now finally the chance
for the residents of the Capital to step out and have their say. Here’s all you need to know as you cast your vote today

THE HOPEFULS A total of 162 candidates | THE ELECTORS At 6.9 million, women make up nearly 46% of | THE PREPARATIONS Over 100,000 polling
are in the fray for the keenly awaited battle the total Delhi electorate. More than 250,000 people between personnel will be deployed to ensure a
for the seven parliamentary constituencies the ages of 18 and 19 years will exercise their franchise for the smooth and efficient electoral process,
in Delhi. Of them, 23 (14%) are women, first time, alongside 97000 voters aged 85 years and more with special preparations being made to
137 (85%) are men, while the remaining protect voters in light of an orange alert
two (1%) are of the third gender o for heatwave in place in Delhi today
, ~—

MAY 25 (Saturday) Voting time: 7am to 6pm

15,201,936 162

. : : North West ; . :
Total voters registered in Delhi -i Delhi Candidates in fray (till Sunday)
Male Female Third gender If Polling booths  Polling officials
Y - |
Profile Candidates Affidavit Affidavit Candidates Profile
_ Age: 37, Congress
chandika whosaed o
) i dents’ Union and later a
as mayor ﬂft!'lE erstwhile 2.587,977 member of the Communist
North MCD, is currently . W t Party of India, Kumar joined
the general secretary =2 g | ves P Congress in 2021,
g Yogender .;‘--*"'“ - |hi » 2 ~(\ ~--=~_-;_‘;" | ) Kanhaiya Criminal cases
Criminal cases Chandolia = -} £ My oy ¥ et 2 Kumar ecoce
@® @ Two (pending)

—
= il

-'"-.

S Seven {pendlng]

-.__“--
.
e

Age: 66, Congress Age: 53, BJP =

e - e
- Y O) ] P i -' ' i BIP chi
West Delhi seat on aBJP Total assets / 2.291 .764 o N Total assets aﬁh a:égg re?}résentin;
ticket in 2014. He joined ¥3.6crore y Sﬂllth 4 f!l.‘l&lkh North East Delhi Lok Sabha
Congress in 2019. | ; X Delhi seat since 2014,
Criminal cases . ﬁ”&;ﬂ ?[I)-;'EERREEF\}-E“ 5 | eini < A Criminal cases
© @@ Three (pending) =¥ i B ] © @ Two (pending)
P 2 Tl meente ™, , Total assets ™.
. ""-.
Age: 31, AR ﬂlltrnre BI9aore Age: 34, AAP
A BJP councillor from West \EESsSEits : _ i it
; : j Education . e incumbent MLA
Delhi, Sehrawat is the general & hrawat Kuldeep from Kondli he is the son
secretary of the Delhi BIP. T  Kumar e
S > of a sanitation worker and was
She was the mayor of first elected as an MCD
erstwhile SDMC in 2017 f..rf y councillor in 2017
Criminal cases i L Edugaﬁnn ¥ Tntai aSEEtS S Criminal cases
None 2 "m' ,;,;" » | > PEOBO®
f,."‘" Age: 70, AAP Mahabal I'l'B fz Gm Total assets : Total assets L ‘HD» M“*-.H Five {pentiing}
-~ Mishrais a former Congress “SLllC / Edmat'““ t19.3core | $341akh ducatior N BT, Malhotta Age:47,BJP  ~.One convicted)
_~~ MPfrom this PCand is a popular Blication | Educat ' - fl- a4 i ap Malhotra has beenin >
Purvanchali leader. He joined . I= e active politics for nearly <
the AAP in November 2022, Barrlster-at-law . MSc 34 years and is currently Dethi ™
Criminal ! BIP's general secretary.
minal cases
. : Khandelwal Criminal
A @ ® Two (pending) ; riminai cases ot O
o L gl Atmdenl?rﬁaﬂtﬁ;; who's Age: E.S'pr v —_ .
A { been active for traderrights ~ /* : - Currently serving his second ol Y (
founder of the Confederation / B'dh“" \ in south Delhi, he was elected p Ty
? of All India Traders,. ,/  Age:79, Congress Age:71,BJP  °\ councillor in 2007 and 2012. A~ |
< Criminal / The oldest candidate in the | The incumbent MLA % Criminal cases 4 B A
4 nmlﬂu“ :ases /. fray for the Delhi contest, Age: 40, BJP | Age: 49, AAP from Badarpur and BJP's \ 1) e ﬁ”q‘“‘“w“
P / Agarwal has won Chandni ASupreme Court lawyer | The three-time MLA from LoP in the Delhi House, he was',  Three (pending) SV Vet a T
Al ;.r Chowk thrice — in 1984, making her political : Malvi!!ralNagar has servedas '\ @ I'I_]Eﬂ'ﬂrJEl*-Df the city’s first \ AN y f %] {
y 1989 and 1996. debitt cho i thia ' the minister of law. tourism, EEI_Z]IS%EIUUE ﬂSSE'I’I"IhI‘f In1993. \ £ };{'-.“'i*.'.rfq
;‘r Criminal cases daughter of former Union | ahd”f";" rifggjms, culture in Criminal cases kw‘ B #;:*"‘f‘rq Ll S
. Tde None minister Sushma Swaraj. | e rétﬂmi“g]nzsrsr::ent ® One (pending) L T 2N
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Here's what you need to do when you step out to vote " Collect signed slip ~ Cast your vote

= Inside the voting compartment, press the blue ‘candidate’ button on the

_ balloting unit against the name and symbol of the candidate of your choice.
~ When the button is pressed, the red lamp will glow against the name and

symbol of that candidate. There will be a beep to indicate that your vote

has been recorded and the ‘Busy’ light will go off in the control unit. if your

booth has a VVPAT machine, then you will see a paper slip containing

the name and symbol of the candidate chosen for a few seconds.

“ ., Proceed to the second polling officer who
.« will mark your left forefinger with indelible
~ink. Your serial number in the electoral roll

will be recorded and you will sign in the
appropriate column. You will get a signed
voter's slip, which will record your serial
number in the register of voters and your
serial number in the elector roll.

of

o N

' Onceat . ™
the polling

station
When you reach the polling station,

entry will be requlated by queues. There
will be separate queues for men, women and
disabled persons. The staff who enforce the queues

" 1 Ballot activated

. | Give your voter's slip to the third polling
*officer, who will press the “Ballot” button on
- the control unit of the voting machine and

- Verify your identity
- When you enter the polling station, you will go to the first s
« polling officer who is in-charge of the marked copy of the
electoral roll and responsible for identification of electors.

Gadgets are not
allowed inside a pollin

will allow 3-4 voters into the polling station at a time. You should keep your identity document ready to show the direct you to a compartment, where you will booth. If you rEE!ly need to
Disabled voters, senior citizens and women voters j first polling officer. The officer will then call out your name -_ record your vote on the voting machine. carry your mobile, many
with babies will be given precedence over others. and serial number so that the polling agents become aware pql_lmg statmn§ have the
of your presence and your identity is not challenged. facility of deposit counters.
KEEP IN 1. Call the Election Commission helpline: 1950 1. You need to carry your Electors Photo  2- In case you don't have an EPIC or photo voters' slip, but your name is on the
MIND 2. Website: National Voters' Service Portal on |dentity Card (EPIC) and a photo voters’ voter list, you can produce any of the following:

Having an election ID slip lssued by the Delhi Electnral Officc @ Passport @ Driving Licence @ Service ID cards with photograph, issued to

card or number does 3. You can find this information from the Electoral [ Gl 8 e R e (o [ F et (el 8 B s employees by central/state government/PSUs or public companies ® Passhooks with
not guarantee a vote. Registration Officer of your area. got your photo voters’ slip, a duplicate ~ photograph, issued by a bank/post office ® PAN card @ Aadhaar card ® Smart Card
b E\'ing your name on the 4. To check for name of paﬂiamentar? cﬂnstituencv {ﬂﬂ bE fB"E{tEdfrﬂm “ﬂ'!:‘er ASSISfEHtE h? RGI under NPR @ MﬂREﬁA]ﬂb l:iﬂ.l [ Health il‘lSllI'ilI'ltE smal’t tal‘d iSSIlI!d Ill'lder
electoral roll is a must. or any other detail log on to:T T T L ] Booth at the polling station. the scheme of ministry of labour @ Pension document with photograph
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CM: No proofin
liquor case, even
PM acknowledged

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday
claimed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has "acknowl-
edged” that the Delhi excise
policy case was fake as “no
proof has been found” —in an
apparent reference to a recent
television interview given by
Modi where he called Kejriwal
“an experienced thief who has
made evidence disappear”.

Kejriwal, in a video press
conference from his residence,
said that the PM "admitted no
money trail has been linked to
the AAP or its workers™.

“In an interview yesterday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was asked about Kejriwal say-
ing that no evidence was found
in this so-called liquor scam.
The Prime Minister said that
‘the reason why no evidence
was found, or no money was
recovered is because Kejriwal is
an experienced thief.” So, the
Prime Minister has admitted
before the country that he has
no evidence in the liquor scam
and not even a penny was
recovered,” Kejriwal said.

The Delhi BJP hit back and
said that Kejriwal admitted to
being “an experienced thief™.
“Everyone knows the role of
Arvind Kejriwal in the liquor
scam... by making such state-
ments Kejriwal is trying to mis-
lead people,” said Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva.

Kejriwal also questioned why
law-enforcement agencies,
which he said are controlled by
the BJP-led Centre, have been
unable to find any money trail.

“For the last two years, they
have been making noise that
there is a liquor scam in Delhi.
They arrested me, Sanjay Singh,

Kejriwal clears air
on Singhvi RS seat
talk in connection
with Maliwal case

NEW DELHI: Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday
cleared the air about alle-
gation that Rajya Sabha
MP Swati Maliwal was
asked to quit, and said
while he did offer senior
advocate  Abhishek
Singhvi an Upper House
berth in January, the sen-
ior Congress leader
refused.

In a television inter-
view, Kejriwal said he
never asked any MP to
resign. Singhvi had
accepted the Congress
ticket in Himachal Pra-
desh but lost after internal
dissension saw some
party legislators cross-
vote. Singhvi on Friday
said he was “thankful and
blessed” to have the back-
ing of two CMs. “#CM has
spoken... truly blessed &
fortunate to have good
wishes of not1 but 2 CMs
plus Cong... politely
declined both since
wanted 2b in Cong...RSis
secondary,” Singhvi's post
said. Kejriwal also blamed
the BJP for the specula-
tion that Maliwal was
asked to resign to make
place for Singhvi.  Hrc

investigation is ongoing and
after June 1, he [Kejriwal] will
be back in judicial custody. The
law will take its course. Every
criminal calls himsell innocent,
but the people of Delhi know
about Kejriwal, and that he has
committed the liquor scam...
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Manish Sisodia... conducted
more than 500 raids... They say
we took a bribe of 100 crore,
and there was a scam of 31,100
crore. A big question arises...
This money must be kept some-
where... We must have spent

This week, the high court made
a strong remark while rejecting
Sisodia’s bail in the " scam,
and also pointed out many
irregularities along with
increasing the commission of
liquor contractors. The court

(the money) somewhere,” Kejri-
wal said.

also expressed surprise at the
frequent changing of their

J811616983. Ghaziabad: Sarthak Electronics — 9650899267 Dadri: Pahal Electronics - 88101 B2247. Noida Sec.37: Vimlesh Enteprises — 85275 61058.
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CAPITALVOTES

SPOTLIGHT @ﬂ LECTIONS 20

Saurya Sengupta

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The unforgiving May
sun slices through a sheet of haze.
Its inescapable tentacles grip the
dry ground. The air is a smother-
ing 45 degrees and it feels much
worse. The earth hasn't tasted a
raindrop in weeks.

But the air is restless, the streets
throbbing. There’s chatter in the
markets, the colony parks thrum
after sundown, the tea stalls are
packed. The bars are shut, asare
the schools. But even indoors, a
similar thread ripples through
households. “Kya lagta hai, kaun
aayega?”

From the sprawling farmlands
of Najafgarh to the ghost plots of
Narela, from the lush lawns of
India Gate to the thick forests in
Chhatarpur, from the veiny lanes
of Karawal Nagar to the industrial
corridors of Badarpur, Delhi is on
its marks. Between Saturday
morning and evening, 15 million
of Delhi's 20 million residents will
make their voices heard during
the world’s largest democratic
exercise.

Its voters are spread across
seven segments — New Delhi,
Chandni Chowk, North West
Delhi, West Delhi, South Delhi,
East Delhi and North East Delhi;
each beset with its own electoral
proclivities, each fissured with its
own socio-economic cleavages,
but each an unflinching strand in
the eccentric mesh of the national
capital.

The city of hearts, the city of
monuments, the city of rallies, the
city of dissent, the city of smog -
each will head to a voting booth
on Saturday, under the piercing
gaze of the Delhi sun, and cast its
ballot, either for change, or for
continuity.

At hand are two distinct con-
tenders.

The first is the incumbent, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which has held all seven of the
city’s seats in the Lok Sabha since
2014, in lockstep with its electoral
dominance on the national arena.
The party has held a vise grip over
the city’s parliamentary presence,
even amid its fledgling numbersin
the Vidhan Sabha and its dimin-
ished control in the municipality.

The second is the Indian
National Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) coalition
between the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which governs the state
and its civic body, and the Con-
gress, which controlled the state
for three unfettered terms
between 1998 and 2013. A seem-
ingly unlikely seat-sharing plan
between the bitter rivals culmi-
nated in the AAP agreeing to con-
test four seats — New Delhi, South
Delhi, East Delhi and West Delhi-
and the Congress three —Chandni
Chowk, North East Delhi and
North West Delhi - in a compro-
mise meant to fend off the might
of the BJP.

Each has distinct visions for the
national capital.

The BJP has pinned its cam-
paign on its decade-long experi-
ence of administering the city’s
seven segments, on its success at
delivering central programmes to
the last mile and conjoined these
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “guarantees’.

The AAP, rejuvenated by chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal's release

from prison just over two weeks
ago, has leant on its trademark
balance of delivering welfare pro-
grammes, providing concessions
for various demographics groups
and shoring up the Capital's basic
infrastructure.

The Congress, shunned from
Delhi’s state assembly for nearly a
decade and near-absent in the
civic House, has forged its cam-
paign around social justice, wel-
fare and the promise of increased
reservations for backward groups
and women.

All BJP candidates who inter-
acted with the media at Delhi BJP
office on Friday afternoon said
they did extensive campaigning.
“During the 84 days of election
campaign we received a lot of love
from the people who are deter-
mined to make Narendra Modi
the Prime Minister of India for the
third time. The people say that
under Modi borders are secure,
national security is strong, rapid
highways and infrastructure
development took place... " said
Ramuvir Singh Bidhuri, BJP's can-
didate for South Delhi Lok Sabha
seat.

Delhi Congress chief Devender
Yadav said the INDIA bloc’s cam-
paign was “extremely effective”.
“The people of Delhi will vote to
save democracy and the Constitu-
tion. The INDIA bloc’s candidates
are set to win the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, " said Yadav.

High expectations
Across the vast expanse of this
centuries-old city, voters have a
swathe of expectations.

Chandni Chowk, once framed
on its east by the now withered
Yamuna, for instance, is crying
out for a fresh infusion of life. A
crippling shortage of water,
unenviable traffic, skyrocketing
expenses and dwindling profits
among traders have together
snuffed much of the vibrance
that once trickled through Shah-
jahanabad’s narrow lanes.

In the deceptively named New
Delhi constituency —which com-
prises several of Delhi’s southern
neighbourhoods —voters baulk at
the swelling population, conse-
quent congestion and overawed
infrastructure.

Over in East Delhi, residentswho
live across the Yamuna pointto the
menace of the Ghazipur and Okhla
landfills that smother all neigh-
bouring life, a permeating absence
of safety and sanitation, and the
near-constant influx of migrants.

Saturday’s vote will be the city’s
first parliamentary polls since the
communal violence that consumed
North East Delhi in February 2020,
killing 53 and injuring more than
700. The riots left deep fissures
through the diverse region, which
houses a significant population
from eastern Uttar Pradesh (known
as Purvanchalis) and Muslims, and
time has acted as scant salve. These
chasms coexist with little accessto
education and meagre healthcare
infrastructure in some pockets,
even as businesspeople stare at
ever-widening losses.

When the biting Saturday after-
noon makes way for a stuffy Sat-
urday evening, Delhi will have
made its mark. When the crowds
trickle out of the polling booths
onto Sunder Nursery, Lodhi Gar-
dens and India Gate, the centuries-
old city will once again ask: “Kya
lagta hai, kaun aayega?”
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Polling officials and security
personnel wrap up last-day
preparations ahead of

Saturday’s voting for the seven
Lok Sabha constituencies in the

Capital. RAJKRAJHTPHOTO & REUTERS

nters Delhi

2.6mn set to cast
their vote in Ggm

Abhishek Behl
abhishek behl@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Voting booths will
open for over 2.57 million people
in Gurugram and 2.43 million in
Faridabad will have voting booths
open from 7am on Saturday,
when the fates of parliamentari-
ans who will represent much of
the National Capital Region
(NCR) is sealed during what will
be the penultimate round of the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections.

Saturday’s voting will coverall
the 10 Lok Sabha seats in Hary-
ana, of which three - Gurgaon,
sonepat and Faridabad —- abut
the national capital. The other
two main NCR satellite cities,
Noida and Ghaziabad, voted in
the second round of the general
elections on April 26.

In the Gurgaon parliamentary
constituency, voting will be held
at 537 locations, including in
community centres in some of
the city's prominent condomini-
ums and some that have been
classified as “critical”, where
police have deployed security
reinforcements.

Gurugram deputy commis-
sioner Nishant Yadav said that
they have launched over 20 initia-
tives to encourage voters to cast
their vote. “From offering dis-
counts to health facilities we have

come up with new ways to attract
voters. This is the first time so
many plans were introduced and
companies were roped in. We
have set up polling stations very
close to the residents and this is
likely to significantly improve the
voting percentage,” he said.

He added that the district
administration has set up 52 poll-
ing booths in condominiums
where around 58,000 voters are
eligible to vote.

All the seven seats in Delhi and
10 in Haryana are held by BJP
incumbents. In Haryana, the
party’s main challengers is the
Congress, although its former ally
Jannayak Janata Party, too, has
fielded candidates despite inter-
nal dissent.

In the three core NCR seats in
Haryana, unemployment, crime,
consolidation among Jat commu-
nities and anger over exam paper
leaks are among the key issues.

But crucial focus will also lie
on whether the electorate in the
more urban Gurgaon and Farida-
bad buck the trend set by their
city-dweller counterparts in rest
of the country by turning up in
large numbers to vote -- espe-
cially amid an unforgiving sum-
mer.

In the 2019 elections, Gurgaon
had an 61.6%% turnout and Fari-
dabad had 64.1%.

Gurugram elections stats
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the city, while the minimum is

Delhi voted in the Lok Sabha elec-

No heatwave for now, but heat index may be worse

The HI in Delhi remained ab ove asearing 50 C for the third day on Friday.

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Heatwave conditions
are likely to return to Delhi on Sat-
urday, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said, stressing
on a yellow alert warning hours
ahead of polling booths opening
for the 15 million registered voters
who will seal the fates of the seven
representatives the national capi-
tal will send to the Lok Sabha.

The heat index (HI) in the city
remained above a searing 50°C for
the third day as high humidity per-
sisted to ongoing effects of easter-
lies. At41.7°C, Friday's air tempera-
ture was similar to what was
recorded on Thursday.

On Saturday, the IMD said, the
peak could touch 44°C in parts of

likely to remain over 31°C. This will
make this year’s election day for
the Capital hotter than in 2019 and
2014.

According to Met officials, the
skies will remain mainly clear,
leading to ample sunshine, which
could likely exacerbate HI, also
known as 'real feel’ temperature.
The IMD forecast HI to be between
51-53°C. “Heatwaves at isolated
locations might be observed, along
with occasional gusty winds dur-
ing the day,” they added.

When Delhi voted on May 12,
2019, the maximum and mini-
mum were respectively 39°C and
25°C respectively, according to
IMD data. The maximum and
minimum in 2014 were 33°C and
18" C respectively on April 10, when

tions. On Friday, the relative
humidity of the Capital on Friday
oscillated between 63% and 37%,
leading to a HI of 50.8°C. The HI
was 50°"Con Thursdayand 55.4°C
on Wednesday.

Another measure, which
reflects conditions someone will
find outdoors is wet-bulb tempera-
ture. Once this measure crosses
32°C, people are at extreme risk of
adverse health effects. The value
on Friday stood close to 29.18°C,
assuming humidity level of 37%
and a peak temperature of41.7°C.
The measure on Thursday was
29.3°C. The maximum on Friday
was one degree above normal,
while the minimum was logged at
30.8°C, a four-degree positive devi-
ation from the average.

Will the city repeat tradition of giving clear mandates?

Roshan Kishore and
Abhishek Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Can the Bharatiya
Janta Party (BJP) win all seven
parliamentary constituencies
(PCs) in Delhi for the third
time in a row? Will an alliance
of the Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) be able to
reclaim at least some of the
seats in the Capital from the
BJP?

The arithmetic of the 2024
contest was discussed in detail
in these pages yesterday. How-
ever, Delhi's electoral history
shows that the city-state has
often seen one-sided contests
in the past and its verdict has
almost always been in sync
with the larger national mood
in elections. Electoral patterns
from Delhi's distant and recent
past suggest that the result in
2024 could also be a one-sided
affair, whichever way it goes.
Here are four charts that
explain this in detail.

Delhi has always been
the bellwether of

Indian elections

The Trivedi Center for Political
Data (TCPD) has historical
results for Delhi from 1962
onwards. Except in 1967, 1989
and 1991, the party that won a

majority of PCs in Delhi always
finished first in the Lok Sabha
nationally. Even the three elec-
tions where Delhi did not keep
to the trend in the literal sense,
it adhered to it in the larger
sense. 1967 were the first
national elections when the
Congress suffered serious losses
across states, and it is taken as
the end of the phase of Con-
gress's unquestioned domi-
nance in Indian politics. It gave
way for what is referred to the
Second Party System
by political scientists
when the Congress
retained power at the
Centre but became vul-
nerable in states. In
1989, the BJP emerged
as the new national-
level Opposition party,
winning 85 PCs in all.

NUMBER
THEORY

consistently and overwhelm-
ingly voted for the party that
finished first at the all-India
level (See Chart 1).

Since 1998, Delhi has
never given less than six
PCs to the winning party
This shows that elections have
always been a one-sided affair
in the Capital the last two-and-
a-half decades. The BJP won six
out of the seven PCs in Delhi in
1998 and all seven PCs in the
1999, 2014, and 2019
elections.

The Congress won
all seven PCs in 2009
and six out of the seven
PCs in the 2004 elec-
tions. In fact, in all Lok
Sabha elections since
1962, the seat share of
the winning party in

It also won four out of

Delhi has always been

the seven PCs in Delhi.

In 1991, Delhi voted in the first
phase of elections which were
held on May 20,

The subsequent elections
were postponed because of
Rajiv Gandhi's assassination on
May 21. The Congress finished
as the single largest party riding
a sympathy wave but did badly
in the first phase of the elec-
tions. The BJP won five out of
the seven PCs in Delhi in 1991.
From 1996 onwards, Delhi has

higher than 70%
except in the 1989 elections
when the BJP, Congress and
Janata Dal won four, two and
one PC (See Chart 2)

Floating voters have
played a big role in
Delhi's drastic outcomes
Between the 1991 and 2009 Lok
Sabha elections, when the polit-
ical contest in Delhi was largely
bipolar between the Congress
and the BJP, both the national

parties saw a stable vote share
with respective numbers never
falling below the 35% mark. The
fact that both the BJP and Con-
oress managed to cross the 50%
vote share mark in different
elections during this period sug-
gests that a chunk of floating
voters would move between the
two parties. Things changed
when the AAP made its entry in
the 2014 electoral contest. A
comparison of Lok Sabha and
assembly election results from
2014 onwards suggests that
floating voters have been sup-
porting the BJP in national elec-
tions and the AAP in the assem-
bly elections (See Chart 3).

BJP’s national premium
after AAP's entry is
pretty consistent across
constituencies

The past two cycles of national
and state elections in Delhi make
it clear that the BJP has a defi-
nite national elections advan-
tage in the city. Is this advantage
muted in any PC? Not really.
While there is a difference
across PCs, BJP had atleasta 13
percentage point advantage in
2019 in each PC compared to the
2020 state election that followed.
Even in the 2014-2015 cycle, this
national election advantage was
at least 11.6 percentage points in
each PC (See Chart 4).
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92K personnel, dronesin

Karn Pratap Singh

karn.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police has
set up a double-layer security
apparatus in some areas —
including aerial surveillance
with drones fitted with high-def-
inition cameras, CCTV cameras,
and on-the-spot videography —
on Saturday when people across
the Capital will cast their votes
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EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS (srmnALouE & cuusuLm'__;_.-___.fr]
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31" MARCH, 2024 |

STANDALONE

CONSOLIDATED

Year ended o

for the unguing Lok Sabha elec- C T \wonmacu i f-. 1_‘_ Quarter ended Year ended Quarter ended
tions, senior officers aware of ‘-"g;f_“j:‘ ol EE : A PARTICULARS 31.03.2024 | 31.12.2023 | 31.03.2023 | $1.03.2024| 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024 31.12.2023 | 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024 | 31.03.2023
the matter said on Friday. - u...u (Audited) | (Audited) (Audited) | (Audited)
The officers said that more Total Income from Operations (Net) 206522 | 2,012.66| 1,852.38 | 7,784.29| 7,049.46 | 2,065.22 | 2,012.66 | 1,852.38 | 7,784.29 | 7,049.46
than 92,000 personnel from the Net Profit for the Period (before tax & exceptional tems) | 94312 | 696.09| 86431 | 2,843.44] 2,089.41| 943.12| 696.13] 864.26 2,84339| 2,289.22
Delhi Police, Central Armed Par- Net Profit for the Period before tax (after exceptional ftems)| 943.12 | 696.09| 864.31 | 2,643.44| 228041 94312| 696.13] 864.26| 2,84339| 2.289.22
.;mlhtary nI;DE_-CES &‘;‘ﬁ%ﬂ?’“d Net Profit for the Period after tax (after exceptional items) | 70016 | 519.19| 639.19 | 2116.74] 1.701.62] 700.16] 51923 63914 2.116.69| 1,701.43
haﬂ:?eﬁﬂajihys P;ﬁe shy arllld Uﬁi Total Eumpreher}sive Income for the period (i::empn'siijg
akhand, have been deployed at ::;:'Eﬂ;i't n-jgi ?ﬁi rp;r;?;j (after tax) and Other Comprehensive 713.63 | 523.15| 658.20 | 2136.52| 1,726.36| 713.63| 52319 658.15| 2,136.47 | 1,726.17
the F‘““L“g centres fanning Paid up Equity Share Capital (FV -  10/- each) 200190 | 2,001.90|2,001.90 | 2,001.90| 2,001.90] 2,001.90| 2,001.90] 2,001.90] 2,001.90| 2,001.90
25;?;511 éle[:‘:tgll"g pt;;;: el Other Equity (excluding Revaluation Reserve) N.A. N.A. N.A. |14,612.40| 13,443.35 N.A. NA. N.A.|14,610.66| 13,441.66
There are 13,641 polling Securities Premium Account N.A. N.A. N.A. 1.26 1.26 N.A. N.A. N.A. 1.26 1.26
booths at 2.627 locations across Net Worth N.A. N.A. N.A. |16,614.30| 15,445.25 N.A. N.A. N.A.|16,612.56|15,443.56
the city, of which 429 have been Paid up Debt Capital/ Outstanding Debt* - - - | 74,032.21| 62,947.90 - - -174,032.21] 62,947 .90
declared “critical/sensitive” sta- Debt Equity Ratio NA. N.A. N.A. 4,05 3.96 N.A. NA. NA.| 405 3.96
tions. Earning per Share (FV - T10/- each)
“We have made adequate (The EPS for quarters are not annualised)
security arrangements at the i) Basic 3.50 259 319 1057 850 350 2.59 3.18| 1057 8.50
polling stations, border points, - . . - - : i) Diluted 3.50 2,59 3.19 10,57 8.50 3.50 259 319 1057 8.50
on streets and neighbourhoods,  Police outside the polling station at Atal Adarsh Ballka Vldyala}"l in Gnle Market.  SANCHIT KHANNA/HT Debenture Redemption Reserve®*(as at year end) NA. NA NA. | 2726111 2.896.95 NA. NA. NA.| 2726.11 | 2:896.95

including the communally sensi-
tive areas, to creale a secure
environment for voters and offi-
cials responsible for carrying out
the polling. Sixty-five companies
of CAPFs, 35,000 Delhi Police
personnel and nearly 19,000
home guards from Delhi and
other states will be deployed at
the stations. Every critical poll-
ing station has been given addi-
tional deployment of security
personnel,” said special commis-

tions, which have around 2,300
booths. The inner layer of the
security apparatus will be taken
care of by the personnel from
CAPF and its Rapid Action Force
(RAF), along with the Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP), and
armed police of Madhya Pradesh
and West Bengal.

Delhi Police personnel will
form the outer layer of security
at the sensitive polling stations.

Another officer from the elec-
tion cell said that 48 drones have
been procured from private ven-
dors and will be used at the criti-
cal polling stations for aerial sur-
veillance, especially in commu-
nally sensitive areas.

Between Wednesday and
Thursday, special commissioner
of police (law and order zone 2)
Madhup Tiwari led flag and foot
marches and area dominance

dents and build trust among the
residents,” said Tiwari.

Border checks

As Delhi shares its borders with
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh,
security measures have been
intensified at borders, including
checking vehicles for illicit
liquor, firearms and ammuni-
tion. Delhi Police officers said
they are working in close coordi-

NOTES:

* Qutstanding Debt excluding Ind AS Adjustments ** Debenture Redemption Reserve as on 31" March 2024 and 31" March 2023 respectively.

1. The above Financial Resuits of the Company have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors in their meeting held on
24" May 2024. These Financial Results have also been audited by the Statutory Auditors of the Company.

2. The Board of the Company recommended a Final Dividend @ ¥2.65. per share of 10 each subject to approval in the AGM. The Company also paid Interim Dividend
@%1.50 per share. Thus, Total Dividend for FY 2023-24 is¥830.79 Crore i.e.41.50% of the Face Value of the shares.

3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/ Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and 52(4) of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirement) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Financial Results is available on the websites of BSE Limited (URL:
www.bseindia.com/corporates), National Stock Exchange of India Limited (URL: www.nseindia.com/corporates) and the same is also available on the company's
website (URL: www.hudco.org.in).

4. There are changes and addition in existing accounting policies, which are only clarificatory in nature and have no financial implications on the Financial Statements of the
Company.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

sioner of police, RP Upadhyay, Security personnel will notenter  exercises in some south and nation with their counterparts in Sd/-
the state police nodal officer polling booths unless the presid-  southeast Delhi areas such as  the two states. Place: New Delhi WIDE ARRAY OF PRODUCTS & SERVICES Sanjay Kulshrestha
(SPNO) for Lok Sabha elections  ing officers want them insideto  Jamia Nagar, Shaheen Bagh, “Joint combing operations Date: 24" May, 2024 Chairman & Managing Director

in Delhi.

Double security for 429
sensitive stations

A senior police officer from the
election cell of Delhi Police said
that the double-layer security
arrangement will be in place at
all the 429 critical polling sta-

tackle any emergencies, the offi-
cer added.

“The home guards will be
deployed as queue managers to
ensure the voters are waiting in
proper lines. They will also assist
the elderly and differently disa-
bled voters to reach the booths,”
said Upadhyay.

Okhla Industrial Area, Ambed-
kar Nagar, Sangam Vihar and
Malviya Nagar.

“Our priority is to create a safe
and conducive environment for
all voters. The flag march and
area domination exercises are
part of our comprehensive strat-
egy to prevent untoward inci-

involving the Uttar Pradesh
Police are being done in the
communally charged neigh-
bourhood of Ghaziabad border-
ing our east, northeast and Shah-
We have also
intensified night vigil,” said joint
commissioner of police (eastern
rang) Sagar Singh Kalsi.

dara districts.

Consultancy

Capacity Building

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. (HUDCO)

(A Gowvt. of India Undertaking)

Registered Office : Hudco Bhawan, Core 7A, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi -110 003

CIN: L74899DL1970G0I005276 | GSTIN: 07AAACH0632A1ZF | www.hudco.org.in | Followuson: f X (in
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RWAs, mkt bodies pitch

in to encourage voting

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Residents welfare
associations (RWA) and trader
bodies are taking initiatives to
encourage people to exercise
their franchise by organising
pick-and-drop facilities for the
elderly and offering special
“vote discounts”,

Chetan Sharma, chairman of
Federation of GK II complex
RWAs, said they have arranged
transportation to and from poll-
ing booths for the elderly and
have been sending regular mes-
sages and alerts to members to
encourage them to vote.

“It has become extremely hot
over the last few days and with
Thursday being a holiday, peo-
ple got a four-day weekend.
Those who had plans to head to
the hills have already left on
Thursday. However, we are still
trying to get maximum people
to step out of their homes in the
heat to vote,” Sharma said.

Hardeep Singh, who heads
Western Avenue Residents Wel-
fare Association (WARWA),
Sainik Farms, said they have
made special arrangements for
residents to comfortably go to
the polling booths.

“We will be providing cars to
ferry senior citizens, wheel-
chairs for medical assistance,
and are putting up selfie booths.
The RWA will also ensure that
cold water is available and
assistance points set up for giv-
ing out voting slips,” he added.

Delhi recorded a voter turn-
out of 60% in 2019, down from
65% in 2014.

Atul Bhargava, who heads
the New Delhi Traders Associa-
tion (Connaught Place), said
NDTA has issued appeals to all
its members and their staff to
vote on May 25 before coming
to work.

“As a celebration of the big-
gest festival of democracy and
to encourage the Delhites to
exercise their right to vote,
many shops, showrooms, cafes

Turnout in Delhi LS polls

Election commission data shows that voter turnout in all
seven LS constituencies dropped in 2019 compared to 2014

2014

OVERALL

TURNOUT

65.1%

2019

60.6%

Constituency

Chandni
Chowk

North
East Delhi

East
Delhi

New
Delhi

North
West Delhi

West
Delhi

South
Delhi

and restaurants in Connaught
Place are offering exclusive dis-
counts ranging from 10% - 38%
and special offers to visitors on
showing their inked finger for
one to three days after the poll-
ing day,” he said.

Sanjeev Mehra, who heads
Khan market Traders Associa-
tion, said that a 15% discount
will be provided on food bills on
showing the “ink mark on the
finger” at all restaurants.

Ashok Randhawa, who heads
Sarojini Nagar mini market
association, said the traders will
provide facilities such as tea,
cold water and refreshmentsin
the markets located in the area.
Five teams of traders will cover
around 50 polling booths in the
area.

Turnout 2014 M Turnout 2019 (in %)

E 66.1

629

“This drive will continue
from 7.30am till the conclusion
of the polling. The market will
remain closed. On May 26 and
27, traders will offer 10-30% dis-
counts to customers on showing
the voting ink mark on the fin-
ger,” he added.

Shobha Gogia, a resident of
Kirti Nagar, said she plans to go
for a staycation with her family
on Saturday, but not before
casting her vote. She plans to go
to her polling booth in west
Delhi at around 7am with her
husband Yogesh, and return in
time to leave for her hotel.

“We made all the prepara-
tions and packed our bags on
Friday night. Now, we will go to
vote early in the morning and
leave for our staycation. A lot of

Many shopsin
Connaught Place are
offering 10%-38%
discounts and
special offers to
VISITOrs on
showing voting
ink on their finger.
— Atul Bhargava,
president, New Delhi Traders
Association

Upto15%discount
will be given on P 1
food billsatall
restaurantson . e
showing voting '%@_fk
ink on finger.

— Sanjeev Mehra,
Khan market Traders Association

The federation has
arranged
transport for the 5
elderly and has
been sending
regular messages
and alerts to encourage
members to vote.

— Chetan Sharma,
chairman of Federation
of GK Il complex RWAs

our friends have already left as
we don't get much time off dur-
ing our busy schedule, but we
decided to stay till we cast our
vote. We feel that voting is a
basic right. We cannot refrain
from voting and later complain
of bad roads, water shortage,
power cuts or poor transport,”
said Gogia.

The Election Commission
also made several appeals to
residents to vote.

“On the day of voting, May 25,
I urge all voters in Delhi to come
out in large numbers and cast
their vote. While heatwave,
cold, and rain are part of every
season, our commitment to vot-
ing should remain unwavering,”
P Krishnamurthy, CEO Delhi,
said.

45 SCREENS SET UP
10 MONITOR 1,333
POLLING STATIONS
IN GURUGRAM

Leena Dhankhar

.'|
i

leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The district admin-
istration has set up a surveil-
lance room at the mini-secretar-
iat in the city with 45 screens to
monitor 1,333 polling stations
equipped with CCI'V cameras.
Officials will also keep a close
watch on vehicular movement
through an Integrated Com-
mand and Control Centre (ICCC)
of the Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority
(GMDA). A dedicated team will
monitor the footage on 45
screens from 7am to 6pm on
Saturday, they said.

Among the booths across 537
locations in Gurugram, 201
booths at 79 locations have been
identified as critical and will
have extensive security arrange-
ments, police said.

Nearly 4,500 police person-
nel and home guards will be
deployed at these booths.

Deputy commissioner Nish-
ant Kumar Yadav said a special

- security plan has been prepared

for the critical booths. “In addi-
tion to the CCTVs, micro-ob-
servers have been appointed at
all polling stations to provide
real-time updates to the district
headquarters,” he said.

= | (Clockwise from top) BJP candidates with Delhi
- .| unitchiefVirendraSachdeva at a press

‘ 4 | conference; AAP West Delhi candidate Mahabal

Mishra with his family; and Congress candidate

# .| from ChandniChowk,JP Agarwal, ahead of

g polling day in the Capital.

HT PHOTOS

Nadda’s ‘wake-up call’ for BJP workers

Vrinda Tulsian
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Thousands of Bhar-
atiya Janata Party (BJP) workers
across the Capital and other
states are likely to wakeup toa
special phone call on Saturday
morning — from their party
president JP Nadda — encourag-
ing them to get to work at the
polling booths and get people to
come out and vote. The minute-
long message, scheduled to be
disseminated at dawn, urges
workers to do their bit and
achieve the target of seats set by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for the party.

“Jan jan ki yahi pukaar, fir ek
baar Modi sarkaar, iss baar 400
paar” (The call of every individ-
ual, once again Modi govern-
ment, this time with over 400
seats) — Nadda says in the mes-
sage relayed through the BJP
workers  app “Saral”.

By the end of voting on June l,
the 30 million BJP workers
would have received the person-
alised message just ahead of vot-
ing in their area.

The message on Saturday will
be sent to workers in different
states and Union territories,
including Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Bihar, and Odisha.

“My call will follow Naddaji's

call,” said Delhi unit chief Viren-
der Sachdeva on Saturday.

According to one official, the
calls gained momentum after
low voter turnouts in some of
the early phases.

“Everyone I call will further
make calls to 25 others. We also
had meetings in at least 12,000
of the 13,400 odd booths to
ensure our voters come out to
vote,” Sachdeva added.

“The call will only go to regis-
tered party workers,” said a per-
son aware of details, adding, “If
anyone other than a worker gets
a call, it will be a violation of the
Model Code of Conduct. So we
have taken care that it works

only through our app.”

In the pre-recorded voice
message, accessed by HT, Nadda
introduces himself and asks
party workers to urge their fam-
ilies and the beneficiaries in
their constituencies to take peo-
ple to polling booths and ensure
they vote for the BJP.

“I believe that this election
will change the fate of the coun-
try. This election is important to
fulfill the dream of Viskit Bharat
by 2047. Therefore, it is the
responsibility of every party
worker to contribute to giving a
massive victory to the BJP,” the
message, recorded in Hindi,
says.

Your Vote is [+
Your Power

Appeal to Voters of Delhi

Use it!
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DESH KA GARV

LOK SABHA ELECTION 2024

Always be in queue and wait for your turn

Always maintain peace in and around the polling station

Show your photo ID card as prescribed by the Election Commission of India
Follow instructions on “How To Vote”

Show courtesy to the polling team which is facilitating your vote

After casting your vote come out of the polling station quietly

Do not accept bribe in favour of your vote. Bribery is an offence.

Do not impersonate for someone else. Impersonation is an offence.

Do not cause any disturbance in the poll process. You may land up in prison.
Do not cause damage/tamper with poll material including EVM/VVPAT. You
may land up in prison.

Do no obstruct the polling team in performing election duty. You may land
up in prison.

come out and vote
on zsth May 2024 ¢

Polling Time: 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM

No Mobile No Smoking No Fire Arms No Camera

DIP/SHABDARTH/DISPLAY/0006/24-25

Note: Photo voter slip can be used for guidance but not as an Identit

Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi

y Proof at the polling station.

Follow us:
£+ X @ »
/ceodelhioffice

Log on to:

No Voter to be left behind
www.voters.eci.gov.in

) Voter Helpline No. - 1950

Old St. Stephen’s College Building, Kashmere Gate, Delhi - 110006
www.ceodelhi.gov.in
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States/UTs Parliamentary
'=' Constituencies

Parliamentary Constituencies -

Bihar - 8 Jharkhand -4 Uttar Pradesh-14 NCT of Delhi -7
Haryana-10 Odisha-6 West Bengal - 8 Jammu & Kashmir - 1

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Simultaneous Assembly Election: Odisha (42 ACs)

Ease of Voting at the Polling Stations

@ Ramp & Wheelchair @ Signages 6 EVM with Braille
: Transport Facility “ Separate Queues for
9 Special Volunteers @ for PwDs PwDs & Senior Citizens

O
Drinking Water Medical Kit @ Accessible Toilets

&R Visit: elections24.eci.gov.in

SCAN QR CODE & TAKE VOTER’S PLEDGE

Make your pledge count in the World’s Call Voter Halpiine
Largest Democracy by scanning this QR 1 95 o
code and share on your social media

handles using #IVoteForSure

biggest celebration of Democracy.

Scan QR code to watch
the film ‘Swagat Hai’

Scan the QR Code to check
your name in the Voters’ List
and Know the Poll Date in
your constituency

n fb.com/ECI @ecisveep G youtube.com/eci m /company/election-commission-of-india-official

#IVoteForSure | #MeraVoteDeshKeliye

@ecisveep Election Commission of India

CBC 52101/13/0031/2425
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3-year-old girl kidnapped,
killed by man in SW Delhi

Hemani Bhandari

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A three-year-old girl
was allegedly kidnapped from
outside her house and killed by
her 34-year-old neighbour in
Kapashera, southwest Delhi, on
Wednesday. Her body was recov-
ered from a drain. Police and the
family suspect that the girl was
raped before she was murdered,
which will be ascertained after
the autopsy reports are out, offi-
cers aware of the investigation
said on Friday.

Deputy commissioner of
police (south west) Rohit Meena
said that the accused, identified
as Anil Kumar, is a construction
worker, and was arrested on the
same day.

He tried to escape from police
custody, following which he was
shot in the leg, a second officer
added.

The 26-year-old mother of the
victim told HT that, at around
6pm on Wednesday, the girl was
playing in courtyard of the resi-

dential complex, which has
about 40 rooms, but could not be
found a little while later. “When
[ started looking for her, people
told me that the suspect took
her,” she said.

The mother added that she
called up the suspect, but he
denied that the victim was with
him. “When 1 insisted that peo-
ple saw him with my daughter,
he said he'd meet us in half an
hour,” she said. When he did not
turn up, the family continued the
search and eventually went to
the police at around 9pm.

Investigators scrutinised the
CCTV footage and found that, at
7.05pm, the accused was seen
taking the girl towards a drain in
the area, but at 7.25pm, he was
seen returning alone, an officer
said on condition of anonymity.

A senior police officer said,
“About 30-40 police personnel
started searching for the
accused. It was found that he
was going towards Sohna. The
teams started tracking his loca-
tion, and at 11.55pm, he was

apprehended from inside a bus,
which was going towards Kan-
pur, his native place,” said the
DCP, adding that the accused
was brought back to Kapashera.

According to the second offi-
cer, the accused admitted that he
killed the girl. "He said that he
dumped the body in a drain,
about 2km away from the com-
plex. The body was found at
around 2Zam on Thursday,” he
said. "The clothes on the body
were dishevelled.”

Meanwhile, when the investi-
gators were busy trying to
recover the body from the drain,
the accused allegedly managed
to steal the service revolver from
a constable and tried to flee. "He
fired on the police team, which
fired back in self-defence, and in
the process, he got hit by a bullet
in his right foot. The suspect was
taken to Indira Gandhi Hospi-
tal,” Meena said.

The accused allegedly told
police that after kidnapping the
girl, he took her to a place near
the drain where he raped her

and then strangled her to death.
“A medical board was formed to
conduct the post-mortem exami-
nation on Friday,” he said.

The second investigator said
that the accused was close to the
victim’s family and had even
borrowed 200 from them on
Wednesday morning.

The victim’'s mother also
alleged that they were informed
by locals on Thursday that the
suspect allegedly tried to sexu-
ally assault a two-year-old girl in
February. However, the matter
was not reported. “We were told
by his landlord that he was
caught in an intoxicated state
inside a room with a crying baby.
The house owner heard her cries
and saved her. He was let off
with a warning and the girl’s
parents did not press any char-
ges,” she said.

Talking about her daughter,
the mother said that she was a
“bright and sensible girl”. “She
used to go to playschool since
she was 18 months old,” the
mother said.

18 years after crime,
man arrested for
attacking his wife

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 47-year-old man,
accused of allegedly attacking
his wife in 2006, was arrested in
Assam by a team of Delhi Police
earlier this week, an officer
aware of the case said on Friday.

The man, identified as Noor
Mohammad, allegedly broke
into his then wife’s home in
Najafgarh in July 2006 and
attempted to kill her with a dao
(Naga sword) for asking for a
divorce, they added.

Mohammad allegedly
attacked her on the face and
head on July 18, 2006, but she
survive. As neighbours gathered
at the spot, he fled. The Delhi
Police at that time had no leads
in the case. Mohammad was
therefore termed as a fugitive
with no trails of his where-
abouts, said an officer who asked
not to be named.

Earlier this week, the Delhi
Police received a tip-off from the
Assam Police about Moham-
mad’s whereabouts, leading to

his arrest, the officer added.

Deputy commissioner of
police (DCP) Amit Goel (crime)
said, “It was found that he was
working in a heavily forested
area at Mankachar in South Sal-
mara, Assam.”

A team led by assistant com-
missioner of police (Punjabi
Bagh) Ramesh Lamba, inspec-
tors Pankaj Malik and Rohit
Kumar went to Mankachar to
bring Mohammad back to Delhi.
The area is close to the Bangla-
desh border, police said.

Senior officers said Moham-
mad was often seen “travelling”
around the forested area in
search of work. The team posed
as NGO members who were in
the forest to help woodcutters.

“After three days of intensive
searches in the jungle, they
found Mohammad near his
home,” Goel said.

Police said they found that
Mohammad was working as a
woodcutter and was married
again. He was living with his
second wife and their two chil-
dren.

Tribunal upholds
order on Jaypee

Vinod Rajput

vinod.rajput@htlive.com

NOIDA: The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) on Friday upheld
Mumbai-based  Suraksha
Group's resolution plan for the
debt-ridden Jaypee Infratech
Limited (JIL). The plan will pro-
vide relief to around 20,000
homebuyers in the Wish Town
project in sectors 128, 129, 130,
131 and 132 along the Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway.

However, the Suraksha
Group will have to pay 31,335
crore to Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (Yeida) over the next
four years so that the authority
can provide land compensation
to farmers at a 64.7% hike.

NCLAT has set aside its
March 7 order in which it asked
Suraksha Group to pay only 10
lakh towards the farmers’ hiked
land compensation.

Yeida had approached
NCLAT, challenging the order,
and demanded 1,689 crore
towards farmers’ land compen-
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T Louing emory a;/%
Shri R. C. Jain

Three years have passed since you left
this world, but the void you left in our
lives can never be filled. Though you may
be no longer with us, your love and
guidance will always remain in our
hearts. We miss you more than any

words can express.

DEEPLY MISSED BY

2.

Veena Jain (Wife), Anu & Rohit Jain (Daughter-in-law & Son)
Ritu & Siddhartha Sachdeva (Daughter & Son-in-law)
Partha, Aadya & Krishiv (Grandchildren)
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sation. NCLAT on Friday said
Suraksha Group can pay 79% of
21,689 crore in four years.

“The impugned order passed
by adjudicating authority
(NCLT) insofar as it deals with
claim of the appellant of 1,689
crore of additional farmers’
compensation is set aside. The
rest of the impugned order
approving the resolution plan is
upheld,” said the order deliv-
ered on May 24 by of NCLT
chairperson justice Ashok
Bhushan and member technical
Barun Mitra.

“On April 18, Suraksha Group
offered to pay 21,216 crore
towards farmers’ compensation
in instalments in four years. It
offered to pay 10% upfront
within 90 days, 15% by the end
of the first year and 25% every
year for the next three years..,”
said the order,

NCLAT directed the asset
reconstruction company to pay
an additional 118.31 crore
aligning it with other secured
creditors’ payments.

The Suraksha Group declined
to comment on the order,

2 MEN DIE AFTER
BEING FORCED TO
CLEAN SEPTIC TANK

NEW DELHI: Two men died after
they inhaled poisonous gases
inside a septic tank and fell
unconscious inside itin Old Jas-
ola village, southeast Delhi, on
Friday, police said.

Police said that a resident hired
the men to clean a tank at his
house and allegedly forced them
to do manual scavenging after the
desludging vehicle malfunc-
tioned. The resident is at large.
The victimsdied of asphyxia due
to the poisonous gases released
from the septage. Locals reported
the incident to the Sarita Vihar
police station at around Ipm, The
deceased were not provided
safety equipment like masks or
gloves, police added. "One of the
men was identified as Rajprakash
Singh, 60. We are now trying to
identify the other victim,” DCP
(south east) Rajesh Deo said. HTC
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PUBLIC
INTEREST

As part of tour.
our 'Walled
City
dictionary’
series, that is
chronicling
every Old
Delhi place-
name.

Patti Wale.

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Named by association

The Walled City dictionary

Every wedding crowd comprise of ladki
wale and ladke wale—from the girl’s
side, and from the boy's side. The word
‘wale’ loosely means ‘belonging to,” and
very many Walled City place-names, as
well as people-names, end with ‘wale.’

Stroll through this extensive ‘wale’ walking

A late Chitli Qabar Chowk butcher used to sell
only chicken breasts and legs; his visiting card
called him “Bhai Aijaz Chickenwale.” The local-
ity's button shop that specialises in hundreds of
varieties of buttons is of course owned by the But-
ton Wale family. A blue signage pointing to the
family's Pahari Rajaan residence bears the patri-
arch’s name—Muhammed Zaheer Button Wale.

Other ‘wale’ landmarks in Chitli Qabar area
include Al Waseem Jewellers Zam Zam Wale,
Matloob Nahari Wale and Babu Bhai Kabab Wale.
It goes without saying that everyone here misses
the recently deceased Dr. Prem Bhuttan. His first
aid clinic dressed the wounds of the local citizenry
with patti, or bandage; everybody called him Prem

Indeed, 'wale’ is spotted on almost every Walled
City lane. (And outside the Walled City too—a raj-
ma-rice eatery in Connaught Place is called Jain

Mayank
Austen Soofi
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Chawal Wale.)

Meanwhile, in Chawri Bazar, a shop is named
Ajay Sales Rivet Wale. In Chandni Chowk, a show-
room is named Champalal Jewellers Chandni
Chowk Wale. In Dariba Kalan, a shop is named
Hulas Rai Slate Wale (selling school slates and
chalks, etc). In Kamra Bangash, a grocery is
named Bhai Shankar Dal Chawal Wale—see right

photo.

The street with most ‘wale’ surely is Gali Sui
Walan. It has Bhaijaan Roti Wale, Bhoore Khan
Roti Wale, Abdul Ghaffar Nahari Wale, Abdul
Ghaffar Chicken Biryani Wale, Bhai Kamil Para-
tha Wale, Kale Baba Kabab Wale... and so on.

Just as the Walled City streets are full of ‘wale;
so are its graveyards. Dilli Gate and Shidipura
cemeteries are home to many Old Delhi wale with
names ending with ‘wale’—Sheikh Mohammad
Aslam Chashme (eye glasses) Wale, Mohd Aqil
Khilone (toys) Wale, Sultan Ahmed Ghari (clock)
Wale, Muhammed Aslam Singapur Wale, Ahsan
Shah Dairy Wale.. and so on. One unusual tomb-
stone doesn’'t reveal its dweller's name, instead
identifying her as wife of Haji Mohd. Yunus Cal-
cutta Cycle Wale and daughter of Mumtazuddin
Sabun (soap) Wale—see left photo.

Finally, lest we forget, dear Delhiwale reader, a
24-hour funeral facility in Pahari Imli (with free
service for “poor people and children”) is named

Bhai Yaseen Gusal Wale.
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For more
stories by
Mayank
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Bibhav Kumar remanded
in four-day judicial custody

Deepankar Malviya

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on Fri-
day remanded Bibhav Kumar,
the aide of chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal, to four-day judicial
custody in the alleged assault
case involving Swati Maliwal, a
Rajya Sabha parliamentarian
and member of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP).

Kumar was brought before
the court as his five-day police
custody ended. He was taken to
custody by the Delhi Police on
May 18 from Kejriwal's residence
at Flagstaff Road, Civil Lines. He
was formally arrested on the
evening of May 18 while the
hearing of his anticipatory bail
plea was underway before a
court.

During the court proceedings,
the Delhi Police sought four-day
judicial custody of Kumar. “After
receipt of the report from the
experts, accused may be
required for confrontation to

proceed with the investigation
and to reach to a logical conclu-
sion. Some investigation is being
carried out by the members of
the investigating team in Mum-
bai and are likely to return to
Delhi soon with some evidence
and the accused will be required
again for confrontation. Accord-
ingly, the accused may please be
remanded to four days of judicial
custody remand,” the remand
application stated.

The police highlighted
Kumar’s alleged non-coopera-
tion during the investigation,
including failure to disclose the
password of his mobile phone,
which the police consider to be a
crucial evidence.

The row erupted after Mali-
wal alleged grave assault by
Kumar in a police complaint.
She filed a first information
report (FIR) in which she alleged
that Kumar slapped her seven to
eight times without any provoca-
tion at the CM's residence on
May 13, when she went to meet

Kejriwal. He slapped her, kicked
her in the chest and pelvis, and
deliberately pulled up her shirt,
Maliwal alleged.

Kumar has denied the allega-
tions and filed a counter-com-
plaint alleging thjat Maliwal
barged into the CM's house, mis-
behaved with staff, and was
politely asked to leave. The AAP
has alleged that Maliwal made
false allegations at the behest of
the BIP.

Kumar’s counsel moved an
application seeking disclosure of
seized evidence and preserva-
tion of CCTV footage. This was
opposed by additional public
prosecutor Atul Srivastava, who
argued that the prayers were not
relevant at this stage.

The court reserved orders on
this application, with a decision
expected on May 28. Meanwhile,
Kumar also filed an application
for regular bail before the court,
which issued notice to the Delhi
Police and listed the plea for
hearing on May 27.

LLEGAL B'DESHI
MIGRANT HELD
-OR FORGING
DOCUMENTS

NEW DELHI: A 37-year-old Bangla-
deshi national, who was illegally
living in West Bengal for the last
21 years, has been arrested for
allegedly creating fake docu-
ments, including passport, Aad-
haar and PAN cards, for a Bangla-
deshi citizen and sending him to
Kuwaiton a work visa, the Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) airport
unit of the Delhi Police said on
Friday.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Rashid Sirajul, allegedly a
human trafficking agent. The
man for whom he forged docu-
ments was identified as Rahmat
Sheikh, 32. He was caught trying
to fly to Kuwait via Bahrain on an
Indian passport, it added.

Sirajul was arrested from West
Bengal earlier this week, said DGP
(IGI airport) Usha Rangnani.
“Sheikh’s interrogation revealed
that his documents were pre-
pared by Sirajul, to whom he had
paid 6.5 lakh Bangladeshi Taka
in cash for arranging his travel to
Kuwait,” said Rangnani. HTC

Court convicts Medha Patkar in
defamation case filed by Saxena

Deepankar Malviya
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on Fri-
day convicted Narmada Bachao
Andolan (NBA) activist Medha
Patkarin a 23-year-old defama-
tion case filed against her by the
then president of the non-profit
organisation, National Council of
Civil Liberties, VK Saxena, who
is currently serving as the lieu-
tenant governor (LG) of Delhi.
Metropolitan magistrate
Raghav Sharma pronounced the
verdict, saying: “It has been
proved beyond reasonable doubt
that the accused (Patkar) pub-
lished the imputations with the
intent and knowledge that they
would harm the reputation of
the complainant and, therefore,
committed an offence punisha-
ble under Section 500 of the [PC
(Indian Penal Code). She is
hereby convicted of the same.”
The case dates back to Janu-
ary 2001, when Saxena alleged
that Patkar issued a press release
titled, “True Face of Patriot”, on
November 25, 2000, containing

false imputations intended to
harm his reputation. Saxena was
then the chief of the Ahmeda-
bad-based NGO. He also filed
two cases against Patkar for
making allegedly derogatory
remarks against him on a TV
channel and issuing a defama-
tory press statement.

Saxena s organisation was
actively supporting the comple-
tion of the Sardar Sarovar
Project at the time. Patkar, on
the other hand, was spearhead-
ing massive protests against the
dam’s construction, arguing that
it would displace thousands of
tribal people and submerge vast

!
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VK Saxena

stretches of forests and farm-
land.

Advocates Gajinder Kumar,
Kiran Jai and Chandra Shekhar,
representing Saxena, argued
before the Delhi court that the
imputations in Patkar’s press
note portrayed Saxena as a hypo-
crite and harmed his reputation.

The court, while convicting
Patkar, noted that her actions
were deliberate, malicious, and
aimed at tarnishing Saxena’s
reputation. It observed that the
statements made by Patkar were
defamatoryand incited negative
perceptions about Saxena, dam-
aging his standing in public eye.

“The statements of the
accused, calling the complainant
a coward, not a patriot, and
alleging his involvement in haw-
ala transactions, were not only
defamatory per se, but also
crafted to incite negative percep-
tions,” the court said.

It also noted that Patkar did
not present any evidence to
refute Saxena’s allegation, which
he had made in his testimony
and the depositions of two other
complainant witnesses, showing
that her defamatory remarks
had falsely linked him to activi-
ties at odds with his public posi-
tion and cast doubt on his integ-
rity and patriotism.

“The accused (Patkar) failed
to provide any evidence to coun-
ter the claims or to show that she
did not intend or foresee the
harm these imputations would
cause,” the order added.

Patkar now faces a punish-
ment that may extend to two
years of simple imprisonment, a
fine, or both. The court has
scheduled the sentencing hear-
ing for May 30.
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BATTLE FOR THE CAPITAL

Focus will be on the turnout
amid searing temperatures and
an orange alert sounded across
the Capital. In 2019, Delhi had
recorded 60.60%, 6.7 percentage
points lower than the overall
national figure of 67.3%.

Krishnamurthy said arrange-
ments had also been made keep-
ing mind the heatwave {orecast.

“Shaded areas have been
made at all polling stations, with
fully covered waiting zones
equipped with coolers and fans
to ensure voter comfort. We
have ensured the availability of
drinking water, toilets, ramps,
and wheelchairs at every polling
station under the Assured Mini-
mum Facility Policy so that no
voter faces any inconvenience.
Additionally, paramedical staff
equipped with basic medical
kits will be stationed at all poll-
ing locations,” Krishnamurthy
said.

Since 1996, the party that has
won Delhi has also triumphed
nationally. The last three gen-
eral elections in the Capital have
seen clean sweeps - 2009 by the
Congress and 2014 and 2019 by
the BJP. Except in 1967, 1989 and
1991, the party which haswon a
majority of constituencies from
Delhi has always finished first in
the Lok Sabha.

The battle for Delhi holds
echoes of the national contest
because people from all over the
country have always migrated to
the Capital for employment or
the aspiration of a better life,
making the city a cultural melt-
ing pot. The issues at play are
also largely national - Modi's
popularity vs Kejriwal's rooted
connect, nationalism vs federal-
ism, BJP's welfare outreach vs
AAP’s focus on health care and
education, and questions of
Constitution, reservation and
communalism.

This time, the contest is bipo-
lar tor the first time in 15 years.
The AAP is fighting four seats -
New Delhi (Somnath Bharti),
South (Sahiram Pahalwan), East
(Kuldeep Kumar) and West
(Mahabal Mishra) — and the
Congress three - Chandni
Chowk (JP Aggarwal), North
East (Kanhaiya Kumar) and
North West (Udit Raj). They face
an uphill battle against the BJP,
which won 57% of the vote in
2019 and held a 16 percentage
point advantage over the com-
bined vote shares of the AAP
and the Congress.

This time, the BJP has
dropped six of its seven incum-
bent MPs to ward off anti-in-

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

cumbency, repeating only the
North-East Delhi parliamenta-
rian Manoj Tiwari, whois taking
on Kanhaiya Kumar of the Con-
gress.

The BJP - which has fielded
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri (South
Delhi), Bansuri Swaraj (New
Delhi), Praveen Khandelwal
(Chandni Chowk), Kamaljeet
Sehrawat (West Delhi), Harsh
Malhotra (East Delhi), Yogendra
Chandolia (North West Delhi)
and Manoj Tiwari (North East
Delhi)-modelled its campaign
on the contours of its national
pitch around Modi’'s governance
record and his popularity. The
PM held two rallies in the Capi-
tal, accusing the INDIA bloc of
dynasty politics, appeasement
and communalism and alleging
that the Opposition wanted to
fritter away reservations for
scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes and other backward
classes to help minority com-
munities.

Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva said the people of
Delhi want Narendra Modi to
return as Prime Minister for the
third time and will be voting for
him.

“During the election cam-
paign, we received the love and
blessings of the people. It has
rattled the opposition AAP and
1t may try to cause power cuts in
the city to disrupt the polling
hours to disrupt voting. We have
also requested the election com-
mission for proper verification
and cross-checking of the iden-
tity of burqa-clad voters at every
polling station as per the ECI
rules because there is a change
of impersonation during polls.
We have requested the poll
panel to deploy an adequate
number of women polling per-
sonnel for the purpose,” said
Sachdeva.

The Opposition, in contrast,
focussed on local issues of gov-
ernance and anti-incumbency
against BJP’s parliamentarians.
The campaign was enthused by
the release of Kejriwal, who was
freed by the Supreme Court on
May 10 after spending 50 days in
jail over corruption charges in
connection with the now-
scrapped excise policy case.
Since his release, Kejriwal held
17 public meetings and road-
shows, alleging that his impris-
onment was part of a BJP con-
spiracy to topple his govern-
ment, underlining his record of
bolstering health care and edu-
cation in the city, and saying
that democracy and federalism
were in danger.

The AAP said Delhiites will
respond to Kejriwal's arrest by
voting BJP out.

“For the first time, the people
of Delhi witnessed that a sitting
chief minister who has trans-
formed so many aspects of their
lives such as education, health,
electricity, water, free busrides
for women etc, was arrested in a
fake case; that too after the Lok
Sabha elections were
announced. This has enraged
Delhiites and they felt that this is
an attack on democracy itself.
The people of Delhi will respond
to the jail sentence of their CM
by voting BJP out,” said an AAP
leader.

The Congress campaign was
led by senior leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, who addressed two rallies
and one townhall meeting, The
Congress, too, criticised Modi
and the BJP’s policies, spoke
about unemployment, rising
prices and the dangers to the
Constitution.

Delhi Congress chief Deven-
der Yadav said its candidates put
up a very effective election cam-
paign for the Lok Sabha polls.
“Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s public meetings and inter-
actions with the voters and
party workers boosted their
enthusiasm. Not only in the
three seats where Congress is
contesting, but in the four seats
where our alliance partner AAP
is contesting the election cam-
paigns were very effective. The
people of Delhi will be voting to
save the democracy and the con-
stitution. INDIA bloc candidates
are set to win the Lok Sabha
election,” said Yadav.

In the final days of the cam-
paign, allegations of assault by
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Swati Mal-
iwal, who said Kejriwal's aide
Bibhav Kumar attacked her at
the CM's residence, sparked a
row with the BJP saying that
women'’s safety had been com-
promised, and the AAP dismiss-
ing the charges as a conspiracy.

Over the last decade, Delhi
has developed a distinctive vot-
ing pattern, where the citizens
have overwhelmingly voted for
the AAP in assembly elections
(67 out of 70 seats in 2015 and 62
in 2020), only to strongly back
the BJP in the national polls (all
seven seats in 2014 and 2019.).
June 4 will decide if this pattern
holds or if a new political para-
digm emerges.

LIFE EXPECTANCY

of all deathsin 2019. Even dur-
ing the pandemic, NCDs contin-
ued to account for 78% of non-

COVID deaths.

The report highlighted con-
cerning trends in malnutrition
and obesity. In 2022, over 1 bil-
lion people aged 5 and up had
obesity, while more than half a
billion were underweight.
Among children under 5, 148
million faced stunting, 45 mil-
lion wasting, and 37 million
were overweight.

Refugees, migrants and the
1.3 billion people living with
disabilities faced dispropor-
tionate health inequities, the
report said, urging health sys-
tems to adapt.

Access to healthcare for ref-
ugees and migrants remains
limited, with only half of the 84
countries surveyed between
2018 and 2021 providing gov-
ernment-funded health servi-
ces to these groups at levels
comparable to their citizens.

Despite setbacks due to the
pandemic, some progress was
made toward WHO's Triple Bil-
lion targets and health-related
Sustainable Development
Goals, but not enough. Since
2018, 1.5 billion more people
achieved better health and well-
being, while universal health
coverage expanded to 585 mil-
lion more. However, only 777
million more are likely to have
adequate protection during
health emergencies by 2025.

“Without accelerating
progress, it is unlikely that any
of the health SDGs will be met
by 2030,” said Samira Asma,
WHO assistant director-gen-
eral for data, analytics and
delivery for impact.
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ENERAL ELECTION TO LOK SABHA 2024-NCT OF DELH

PUBLIC NOTICE

ATTENTION: VOTERS WITH DISABILITY

Voters with disability have equal rights at par with other voters to come out and vote. Kindly note and avail the facilities/
administrative arrangements made to assist you in casting your vote:

1. Voters with disability are to be given priority for entering the polling station, without having to wait in the queue.

2.  Seamless access for wheelchairs by providing ramps of adequate slope, wherever required and clear space for movement
within the polling room till the voting compartment

3. If due to disability, an elector is unable to vote on his/her own; the Presiding Officer shall permit <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>