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Shahbaz, Abhishek put
Sunrisers in IPL �nal
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T
he Supreme Court
on Friday refused
to pass an interim

order directing the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) to
upload authenticated,
scanned, and legible co-
pies of Form 17C showing
the account of votes re-
corded booth-wise after
each phase of polling in the
Lok Sabha election.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tices Dipankar Datta and
Satish Chandra Sharma
said the nation was on the
evening of the sixth phase
of general election. Mam-
moth polls required huge
human resources, the
court said, adding that it
did not want to divert the
attention of the EC in the
middle of the election.

“Everyone is for a fair

and free election. The Su-
preme Court cannot inter-
rupt the conduct of elec-
tions. It can only enhance
the conduct of the polls…
We have to be conscious of
the ground reality,” Justice
Datta remarked.

The court adjourned the
application simpliciter. It
said interim relief sought
by the NGO, Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR), in its application for
publication of voter tur-
nout data in Form 17C was

already part of relief
sought in a petition pend-
ing since 2019. The court
recorded that granting the
interim prayer in an appli-
cation would amount to
giving the �nal relief in the
writ petition itself.

Senior advocate Manin-
der Singh, for the EC, said
the ADR application was
based on unfounded suspi-
cions meant to discredit
the EC. The poll panel said
ADR had suppressed the
information about an April

26, 2024 judgment in the
EVM-VVPAT case, in which
it had discussed aspects of
Form 17C. “The April 26
judgment was holistic.
ADR cannot raise supple-
mentary points repeatedly.
It cannot apply construc-
tive res judicata in the
midst of an election pro-
cess involving 96 crore vo-
ters. Vested interests are
interfering with this festiv-
al of democracy. The court
should deal with them
with a heavy hand,” Mr.
Singh urged.

Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi, for Trinamool
Congress’s Mahua Moitra,
said for Mr. Singh to say the
earlier judgment dealt with
Form 17C was a travesty. It
had made only a passing
mention of the issue.

SC declines to issue order

on booth-wise voter data
Court says that it does not want to divert attention of the EC in the middle of poll; application for 

publication of turnout data in Form 17C has already been sought in a petition pending since 2019 

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

A total of 58 Lok Sabha
seats in six States and two
Union Territories will go to
polls in the sixth and pe-
nultimate phase of the gen-
eral election on Saturday.

Over 11.13 crore people
— 5.84 crore men, 5.29
crore women and 5,120
third-gender electors — will
exercise their franchise to
decide the fate of 889 can-
didates. Over 8.93 lakh re-
gistered voters above 85
years of age, 23,659 cente-
narians, and 9.58 lakh vo-
ters with disabilities have

been provided with the op-
tion to vote from their
homes, the Election Com-
mission (EC) said.

Voting would also be
held in the Anantnag-Ra-
jouri seat in Jammu and
Kashmir. Polling in the seat
was shifted from Phase 3
due to adverse weather-in-
duced logistical issues.

Polling in 428 seats
across 25 States and Union
Territories has been com-
pleted so far.

58 LS seats to vote
in Phase 6 today 

Polling o�icials carry election materials to the booths on the eve of

the sixth phase of polls in Bhubaneswar. BISWARANJAN ROUT

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

JNU ROW

Spivak: Did not stop
student from asking
his question

NEWS » PAGE 8

DELHIITES URGED TO VOTE 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and
make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves
about the veracity of an advertisement before re-
sponding to any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this
newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of
any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the ad-
vertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Em-
ployees of this newspaper/company be held respons-
ible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in this
newspaper.

A
ppealing to voters
to exercise their
franchise in large

numbers on Saturday, Del-
hi Chief Electoral O�cer
(CEO) P. Krishnamurthy
said exercising one’s fran-
chise is a “fundamental
civic duty”, even if “the
weather is harsh”. 

The weather depart-
ment has issued a ‘yellow’
alert for Saturday as it
predicted the mercury to
reach a maximum of 44 de-
grees Celsius. 

“While heatwaves, cold,
and rain are part of every
season, our commitment
to voting should remain
unwavering,” Mr. Krishna-
murthy said in a statement
on Friday, adding that
adequate arrangements
have been made at polling
booths to ensure a comfor-
table experience for vo-
ters. 

“Shaded areas have
been set up at each polling
station, and the waiting
areas are fully covered.
Coolers and fans have been
installed to mitigate any
discomfort. Additionally,
proper arrangements for
drinking water, toilets,
wheelchairs, and ramps
for the disabled have been
put in place,” he said. 

Paramedical sta�
equipped with medical kits
will also be available at

polling locations for the
�rst time in Delhi, as will
volunteers and sign lan-
guage experts to assist el-
derly and disabled voters,
Mr. Krishnamurthy said.

Of the 13,641 polling sta-
tions across Delhi, 2,891
booths have been identi-
�ed as “critical” and will be
monitored directly
through a webcast, he
added.

Heavy security
The police have imple-
mented an elaborate secur-
ity arrangement for Satur-
day consisting of 60,000
police personnel, CCTV
cameras, drones, and sev-
eral PCR units, DCP (Elec-
tion Cell) Sanjay Sehrawat
said. 

He added that 33,000
personnel will be stationed
exclusively at polling
booths. “Additional para-
military forces will also be

deployed on the ground.
Moreover, 13,500 home
guards from Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Utta-
rakhand, and 4,000 from
Delhi will also be stationed
to maintain vigil,” Mr. Seh-
rawat said. 

Tra�c police and PCR
units have been instructed
to facilitate the smooth
movement of the voters in
Delhi, the DCP said, adding
that patrolling along the
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana
borders has been intensi-
�ed to prevent untoward
incidents. “We have re-
quested voters to inform
authorities in case they ob-
serve any electoral mal-
practice,” an o�cer said.

A total of 1.52 crore vo-
ters, including 82 lakh
men, 69 lakh women and
1,228 third-gender per-
sons, are eligible to cast
their votes across Delhi’s
seven parliamentary seats.

Poll body chief appeals
to Delhiites to come out
and vote despite heat

Gearing up: A polling o�icial carrying an electronic voting machine

on the eve of polling amid heavy security. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

‘Commitment to democracy must be unwavering,’ CEO tells voters;

mercury expected to reach a maximum of 44 degrees Celsius today

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police on Thurs-
day registered two FIRs un-
der sections pertaining to
defacement after anti-elec-
tion slogans were spotted
on the walls of Delhi Un-
iversity’s (DU) North Cam-
pus. The slogans were seen
by a police team during
their patrolling duty on
Wednesday, said DCP
(North) Sagar Singh Kalsi.

The university proctor
Rajni Abbi said the a�ected
walls have been
whitewashed.

Claiming responsibility,
the Bhagat Singh Chatra Ek-
ta Manch (BSCEM) defend-
ed the act. “Painting slo-
gans on walls has always
been a democratic way to
dissent in the history of In-
dia’s student movements,”
said Gurkirat, a member of
the student group. 

“It is unfortunate that
such undemocratic slogans
were written,” the ABVP
said in a statement. 

Anti-election
slogans found
on DU campus;
police �le FIR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI Twenty-one-year-old So-

nia, who is looking for a job
despite having recently
completed courses o�er-
ing specialisations in com-
puters and salon services,
says her vote on Saturday
will go to the party that will
ensure �nancial indepen-
dence for women.

“We keep hearing about
schemes to empower wo-
men, like Aam Aadmi Par-
ty’s (AAP) promise to give
₹1,000 to women every
month. But I don’t know
which of these promises
will actually be ful�lled,”
she says, adding that there
are no jobs for women in
north-west Delhi’s Rithala,
where she stays.

69 lakh voters
In their bid to woo over
45% of the electorate — 69
lakh of Delhi’s 1.52 crore
voters — political parties
have listed several
schemes that aim to em-
power women. Besides
AAP’s Mukhyamantri Ma-

hila Samman Yojana,
which pledges ₹1,000 in
the bank accounts of wo-
men over 18, BJP candi-
dates have promised to ex-
pand the Lakhpati Didi
scheme, which will pro-
vide interest-free loans to
women. Meanwhile, the
Congress’s Mahalakshmi
scheme guarantees an an-
nual cash transfer of ₹1
lakh to women belonging
to poor families.

In 2019, AAP rolled out
the Pink Tickets scheme,
which provides free bus
transport to women. As
many as 11 lakh women
make daily use of the
scheme, but some say they

want more. Pinki, 19, says,
“The pink tickets have
been helpful, but if the me-
tro were free too, we would
bene�t immensely.”

‘Better savings’
Eighteen-year-old Renuka
chips in, saying that the
free bus rides have helped
her save money. “We come
from a humble back-
ground. My father works as
a peon in a private compa-
ny,” she says. 

“We want �nancial inde-
pendence and jobs, but we
want bhaichara (brother-
hood) too,” says 40-year-
old Ujma, an ASHA worker
living in Jahangirpuri. 

Women voters weigh the pros 
and cons of election promises 
Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Financial independence is a top priority for women voters. FILE PHOTO
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Timings

DELHI

SATURDAY, MAY. 25

RISE 05:26 SET 19:11

RISE 21:16 SET 06:24

SUNDAY, MAY. 26

RISE 05:26 SET 19:12

RISE 22:13 SET 07:22

MONDAY, MAY. 27

RISE 05:26 SET 19:13

RISE 23:05 SET 08:25

A
Delhi court on Fri-
day sent Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejri-

wal’s personal assistant
Bibhav Kumar to four-day
judicial custody in connec-
tion with the alleged as-
sault on AAP’s Rajya Sabha
member and former Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) chairperson Swati
Maliwal.

In her complaint to the
police, based on which an
FIR was registered, Ms. Ma-
liwal alleged that she had
gone to meet the Chief Mi-
nister at his residence on
May 13, where she was
slapped, kicked, and
dragged by Mr. Kumar. 

‘Falsely implicated’
Four days later, the CM
aide �led a police com-
plaint, claiming that the
Rajya Sabha member had
“forcefully and illegally”
trespassed into the CM
House on May 13, created
“ruckus”, and “falsely im-
plicated” him. On May 18,
Mr. Kumar was arrested
and remanded in police
custody for �ve days. 

In their remand applica-
tion, the Delhi police said
electronic, scienti�c, and
medical evidence, along
with statements of witness-
es, had been collected dur-
ing the investigation.

“That the recovered net-
work video recorders
(NVRs) stated to contain re-
levant materials concern-
ing the present case have

been seized as per the pro-
cedure and have been sent
for examination, opinion,
and analysis by the foren-
sic experts, which is await-
ed and expected within the
shortest possible time,” the
application stated.

It said the accused has
to be confronted with the
evidence gathered from
Mumbai (where Mr. Kumar
allegedly formatted his
phone before being arrest-
ed) and the NVRs. It added
that the team investigating
the case was in Mumbai
and was likely to return
soon.

The police also told the
court that the CM aide was
not cooperating with the
investigation, was evasive
in his replies, and had not

disclosed his phone’s pass-
word. 

Mr. Kumar’s counsel
moved an application seek-
ing a copy of the CCTV
footage of May 13 collected
from the CM House.

Special Public Prosecu-
tor opposed the plea, say-
ing the footage cannot be
provided to the accused
under the law at this stage.

The court reserved its
order on Mr. Kumar’s plea.

A day earlier, Mr. Kejri-
wal had attacked Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi after
claiming that the police
were going to interrogate
his parents in connection
with the alleged assault on
Thursday.

The police, however,
did not show up.

Bibhav sent to 4-day
judicial custody; not
cooperating: police

CM’s personal assistant Bibhav Kumar was arrested on May 18 after

AAP Rajya Sabha member Swati Maliwal complained of assault. PTI

‘Accused yet to disclose phone password’; his counsel seeks copy of CCTV

footage collected from CM House in connection with Maliwal assault case 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday
convicted social activist
and Narmada Bachao An-
dolan (NBA) leader Medha
Patkar in a more than two-
decade-old criminal defa-
mation case lodged against
her by Vinai Kumar Saxena,
the present Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of Delhi.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Raghav Sharma of Saket
Court convicted Ms. Patkar
for the o�ence of criminal
defamation under Section
500 of the Indian Penal

Code, 1860.
Mr. Saxena, who at the

time was the president of
the National Council for Ci-
vil Liberties, an NGO, had
�led the defamation case in
2001 when, according to
him, Ms. Patkar defamed

him through a press release
issued by her.

In the press note, titled
‘True Face of Patriot’, Ms.
Patkar said, “V.K. Saxena...
praised NBA and gave a
cheque of ₹40,000... But
the cheque could not be en-
cashed and got bounced.
On inquiry, the bank re-
ported the account does
not exist.” The cheque, the
press note said, came from
Lalbhai Group. “What is the
connection between Lalb-
hai Group and V.K. Saxena?
Who among them is more
patriot?” the note read.

Mr. Saxena had ap-

proached a local court in
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad,
which took cognisance of
the o�ence. The case was
moved to Saket Court in
2002 on the orders of the
Supreme Court.

The court, while convict-
ing Ms. Patkar, said her ac-
tions were deliberate and
malicious. “... her decision
to label the complainant a
‘coward’ and ‘not a patriot’
was a direct attack on his
personal character and
loyalty to the nation,” it
said. The arguments on the
quantum of the sentence
will be heard on May 30.

Medha Patkar convicted in defamation case
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Medha Patkar

A day before Delhi is set to
vote, Sandeep Dikshit,
Congress leader and son of
former Chief Minister Shei-
la Dikshit, on Friday ex-
pressed gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

for his comments about his
mother. “While our politi-
cal di�erences remain, it is
very graceful of the Prime
Minister to remember
Sheilaji and her contribu-
tion. My Mother and PM
were fellow Chief Ministers
for 12 years,” Mr. Dikshit
said on X.

Graceful of PM to remember
Sheilaji, says Sandeep Dikshit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The High Court on Friday
declined to interfere with
an order by a single-judge
Bench, rejecting a plea by
shooter Manini Kaushik to
allow her to participate in
the trials for the upcoming
Paris Olympics in the 50 m
ri�e category.

The court said Ms.
Kaushik’s appeal, challeng-
ing the decision of the sin-
gle-judge Bench, was in-
fructuous as the trials had
already been held.

The court observed that
the trials were held bet-
ween April 22 and May 19
and that if her exclusion
from certain events had
been deliberate, she
should have �led a plea
sooner.

‘Won’t interfere
with shooter’s
non-selection
in Olympics’ 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Friday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has “accepted that the ex-
cise policy case is false” as
not even a penny of the
“₹100-crore scam” has
been recovered so far. He
added that those arrested
in the case must be
released.

“Yesterday, the Prime
Minister was asked in an in-
terview to respond to my
statement that no evidence
had been found in the
case. He said no money
had been recovered be-
cause ‘Kejriwal is an expe-
rienced thief’,” the CM said
in a video message.

“He accepted that no re-
covery had yet been made.
When you have accepted
that excise case is wrong,
please release those who
have been arrested,” he

added.
The Enforcement Direc-

torate (ED) has arrested
three senior AAP leaders —
Mr. Kejriwal, former Depu-
ty CM Manish Sisodia, and
party’s Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sanjay Singh — in con-
nection with the case,
which pertains to alleged
corruption and money
laundering in the formula-
tion and execution of the
now-scrapped excise poli-
cy for 2021-22. Mr. Singh
was granted bail on April 4,
the CM was given interim
bail on May 10, while Mr.
Sisodia, whom the High
Court denied bail on May
21, remains in Tihar Jail. 

‘Modi has accepted
excise case is false, no
money recovered yet’
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ED has arrested
three senior AAP
leaders — Arvind
Kejriwal, Manish
Sisodia, and Sanjay
Singh — in the case
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There are no marigold gar-
lands heaped on top of Sa-
majwadi Party (SP) nomi-
nee Afzal Ansari’s vehicle —
the distinguishing mark of
an election candidate. The
cavalcade of three SUVs
and a few young men on
motorcycles threads
through the narrow roads
in Ghazipur’s interior vil-
lages, almost noiselessly.

Mr. Afzal has had an itin-
erant political journey. As-
sociated with the Commu-
nist Party of India early on,
he won this Lok Sabha seat
on an SP ticket in 2004. In
2019, he won Ghazipur

again after having shifted
to the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) in an election where
the party and the SP had
joined hands.

But this election is not
about him. The shadow of
his younger brother and
�ve-time U.P. legislator
Mukhtar Ansari, who died
on March 28 in Banda jail,
looms large. 

Then there is the pend-
ing judgment in a nearly
20-year-old case linked to
the killing of BJP MLA
Krishnanand Rai. The
more immediate challenge
is of holding on to Dalit vo-
ters after returning to the
SP from the BSP.

Poll issues
Around 2 p.m., the caval-
cade stops at Harsingh Pat-

ti village. At a small clear-
ing inside the village,
predominantly of Rajbhars
— an OBC group that had
signi�cantly shifted to the
BJP after 2014 — is Mr. Af-
zal’s �rst public meeting of
the day.

He delivers a 35-minute
speech in front of 200-odd
people, who hang on to ev-
ery word as he switches
between Hindi and Bhoj-
puri, building his narrative
from Anna Hazare’s anti-
corruption movement of

In 2019, Mr. Afzal had
defeated current J&K Lieu-
tenant-Governor Manoj
Sinha — an opponent he
had bested in 2004 as well
— by a margin of 1.19 lakh
votes on the back of sup-
port from Dalit and Muslim
voters. He squares up this
time against BJP candidate
Paras Nath Rai, an old asso-
ciate of Mr. Sinha, and
BSP’s Umesh Kumar Singh.

Mr. Afzal had even got
his daughter Nusrat Ansari
to �le her nomination as an
Independent to cover for
the possibility of disquali�-
cation. While that scare
has passed, whether his
switch to the SP is a hit
hinges on how much of the
roughly 20% of the Dalit
voters in the constituency
he manages to retain.

lahabad High Court.
“This case has been re-

surrected as part of a BJP
game plan. You can intimi-
date the voters but can’t
win their hearts. The BJP
will not get even half a vote
here,” he says.

As the electoral caravan
heads to Ghazipur in the
seventh phase of polls on
June 1, Mr. Afzal fancies an
opening edge in terms of
the Yadavs and Muslims,
who constitute the domi-
nant bloc among voters
here. The SP also holds
four out of the �ve Assemb-
ly segments under this
seat, two of which it had
wrested back from the BJP
in the 2022 Assembly elec-
tion; one is with O.P. Rajb-
har’s Suheldev Bhartiya Sa-
maj Party.

they did with [NCP (SP)
chief] Sharad Pawar’s”.

“Make sure you vote in
record numbers, so that it
is clear to them that the
Ghazipur voter is openly
revolting against them,” he
signs o�.

Conviction stayed
In April 2023, Mr. Afzal was
disquali�ed as an MP after
his conviction by a special
court under the U.P. Gang-
sters and Anti-Social Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act for
Rai’s 2005 murder, a case
he claims was foisted on
him despite his acquittal in
the main murder case. 

His membership was
restored by the Supreme
Court, which stayed the
conviction. The case is
now pending before the Al-

2012 to the BJP’s promise
of two crore jobs annually
before the 2014 general
election. 

He details “fanciful deci-
sions” taken by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi,
from demonetisation to his
handling of the COVID-19
pandemic, and the high
rate of in�ation and unem-
ployment. He also asks the
crowd whether they doubt
the EVM — the audience
hisses in the a�rmative.

It is only towards the
end that Mr. Afzal speaks
about his brother: “Have
you heard the name of my
younger brother Mukhtar
Ansari?” They say yes, in a
chorus. He alleges that
Mukhtar was poisoned to
death by the authorities to
break apart his family “like

One for my brother, appeals Afzal as Mukhtar Ansari’s shadow looms large in Ghazipur

Sobhana K. Nair
GHAZIPUR (U.P.)

Afzal Ansari, Samajwadi Party candidate for the Ghazipur Lok Sabha

seat, campaigning in the constituency. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

GROUND REPORT

Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav’s wife Dimple
Yadav will hold a joint roadshow in Varanasi on
Saturday in support of INDIA bloc candidate Ajay
Rai. Congress spokesperson Shailendra Singh
said the roadshow will start from Durgakund
temple and come to an end after paying
obeisance at Ravidas Temple. During the
roadshow, Ms. Vadra and Ms. Yadav will also
garland the statue of Madan Mohan Malviya at
Singhdwar of Kashi Hindu University. Varanasi
Congress leader Raghavendra Choubey said the
two leaders may visit Kashi Vishwanath Temple
before the event. PM Narendra Modi is seeking a
third consecutive term from Varanasi. PTI

Priyanka, Dimple to hold joint
roadshow in Varanasi today

Election authorities on Friday inspected the
helicopter of Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, ahead of the upcoming
elections in the State. Expenditure observer
Kundan Yadav inspected the helicopter at
Dhaliara, which falls under the Dehra Assembly
segment in Kangra district. The Dehra Assembly
seat falls under the Hamirpur parliamentary
constituency. Mr. Yadav said the Chief Minister’s
helicopter was checked as part of a routine
inspection. Mr. Yadav has been appointed by the
Election Commission as the expenditure
observer for 17 Assembly seats falling in the
Hamirpur Lok Sabha constituency. The elections
in 4 Lok Sabha constituencies and bypolls in six
Assembly seats are scheduled for June 1. 

Poll expenditure observer
inspects Sukhu’s helicopter

The Gauhati High Court has issued notices to the
Centre, the Assam government, the
Archaeological Survey of India and others on a
petition challenging the Kamakhya Corridor
Project. Atop the Neelachal Hills in Guwahati, the
Kamakhya temple is one of 51 peeths or
pilgrimages of the Shakti cult of Hinduism. The
Kamakhya Corridor, inspired by the Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor Project, was one of several
projects in Assam worth ₹11,500 crore that PM
Modi had launched in February. Navajyoti Sarma,
representing the Bardeuri Samaj associated with
the temple, said in his petition that the project
potentially threatens the temple complex due to
large-scale demolition and reconstruction.

Gauhati High Court notice on
Kamakhya Corridor Project 

Pune Police on Friday sus-
pended two o�cers for
‘dereliction of duty’ in con-
nection with an accident in
which an allegedly drunk
17-year-old driving his
Porsche car killed two IT
employees in their mid-20s
in the city on May 19.

Authorities said Police
Inspector Rahul Jagdale
and Assistant Police In-
spector Vishwanath Todka-
ri had reportedly ‘mishan-
dled’ the probe and failed
to inform the wireless con-
trol room of the accident. 

The action comes amid
outrage and aspersions
cast by both the public and
Opposition leaders on the
‘role’ of the police since
the accused is the son of a
prominent city realtor.

Earlier in the day, a local
court sent Vishal Agarwal,
father of the accused, and
�ve others arrested in the
case to 14-day judicial cus-
tody. Pune Police Commis-
sioner Amitesh Kumar told
reporters that Mr. Agarwal

had tried to tamper with
the evidence and made at-
tempts to put the blame on
a driver employed by the
family. The accused minor,
Mr. Kumar added, was un-
der the in�uence of alco-
hol but “in his full senses”.

He said the police’s case
was not dependent on the
blood report alone as they
had the CCTV footage of
him drinking in the pub
and driving the car. “After
the accident, the accused
was taken to Sassoon Hos-
pital. His blood samples
were taken around 11 a.m.

[on May 19]. While there is
a lapse in the time of col-
lection of blood samples,
the police’s case under
Section 304 (culpable
homicide) of the IPC is not
dependent on the blood
report,” Mr. Kumar said.

Mother’s appeal
Meanwhile, the accused’s
mother has appealed to
the police to ‘protect’ her
son after a video purport-
edly showing him boasting
about how he got away
with the car crash went vi-
ral. In a video message, the

teen’s mother stressed that
the clip was fake.

Late in the evening, the
investigation into the case
was transferred to the
Crime Branch from the Ye-
rawada police station,
where the initial case was
registered. However, the
Madhya Pradesh-based pa-
rents of both victims have
demanded that the Su-
preme Court monitor the
probe and the trial be held
in their State.

Bar employees protest
In the wake of the action
against pubs and bars by
the Pune administration
following the car crash,
scores of employees from
such establishments held
protests on Friday, stating
that they are losing their li-
velihood due to it. “We are
facing the brunt of the fault
of two bars,” said an em-
ployee of a bar.

About 2,500 employees
along with the owners of
bars and pubs gathered at
Raja Bahadur Mills near
the Pune railway station.
(With inputs from PTI)

Family tried to blame their driver after
Porsche crash, says Pune Police chief 

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

Residents of Pune hold a candlelight vigil to pay condolences to

the two youth who were run over by a luxury car on May 19. PTI

W
ith polling for
the 10 Parlia-
mentary consti-

tuencies in Haryana and a
byelection for one consti-
tuency all set to be held on
Saturday, elaborate securi-
ty and other arrangements
have been put in place for
voting across the State
where 2,00,76,786 voters
will decide the fate of the
candidates.

As many as 223 candi-
dates, including 207 men
and 16 women, are in the
fray. Voting will be held
from 7 a.m. and continue
till 6 p.m. A byelection
would also be held for the
Karnal Assembly seat
where Nayab Singh Saini,
who replaced Manohar Lal
as the Chief Minister, is
contesting to enter the As-
sembly. There are nine can-
didates in the fray for the
bypoll.

To ensure peaceful con-
duct of the polling process,
over 35,000 Haryana pol-
ice personnel, 112 compa-
nies of paramilitary forces,

and over 24,000 home
guards have been deployed
across the State, according
to an o�cial statement.

Over 20,000 booths
Haryana’s Chief Electoral
O�cer Anurag Agarwal
said a total of 20,031 poll-

ing stations have been set
up in the State, including
19,812 permanent and 219
auxiliary polling stations.
“There are 99 polling sta-
tions which will be operat-
ed entirely by women sta�.
Apart from this, 96 polling
stations will be manned by

youth employees, and 71
polling stations by Persons
with Disabilities (PwD),” he
said.

After the State saw an in-
tense poll campaigning,
Haryana is expected to wit-
ness practically a direct
contest between the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) and
the Congress. The BJP is
toiling to repeat its 2019
performance of sweeping
all the Lok Sabha seats
while for Congress, the key
challenger, the polls are a
�ght to revive the party in
the State.

Congress-AAP tie-up
The Congress is contesting
the general election with a
seat-sharing arrangement
with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as part of the INDIA
bloc. The latter is contest-
ing the Kurukshetra seat
while the Congress is con-
testing the rest.

Jannayak Janta Party
( JJP), the BJP’s coalition
partner until recently, and
the Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) are also in the fray,
as is the Bahujan Samaj
Party.

Haryana set to vote for
10 Lok Sabha seats and
one Assembly byelection

Policemen stand near a mock-up of an EVM installed by the Election

Commission as part of voter awareness campaign in Gurugram. PTI

As many as 223 candidates, including 207 men and 16 women, are in fray for the Parliamentary

election; new CM Nayab Singh Saini bids to enter the Assembly from Karnal constituency

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Fri-
day announced that her
government will approach
a higher court, challenging
the Calcutta High Court or-
der that cancelled all OBC
certi�cates issued in the
State since 2010.

Addressing an election
rally in Sagar in South 24
Parganas district, she said
the State government
would appeal to the higher
court against the order af-
ter summer vacation.

“We do not accept the
order that scrapped OBC
certi�cates. We will contest
at a higher court after sum-
mer vacation,” Ms. Baner-
jee said.

The Calcutta High Court
on Wednesday struck
down as illegal the OBC sta-
tus of several classes in the
State granted since 2010,
sparking a political debate
in the middle of the Lok
Sabha elections.

The court observed that

the inclusion of 77 classes
of Muslims in the list of
backward categories was
to “treat them as a vote
bank”.

“I respect the courts,
but a few judges are only
following the diktats of the
BJP and the CPI(M).” Ms.
Banerjee urged electors
not to cast a single vote to
the BJP or any other party
except the TMC so that the
INDIA bloc can form a go-
vernment at the Centre.

UCC implementation
She also accused the BJP of
planning to implement the
Uniform Civil Code to “un-
dermine” the rights of peo-
ple belonging to the SC and
ST community.

Ms. Banerjee appealed
to the families of Haj pil-
grims to vote judiciously,
as the “implementation of
the Uniform Civil Code and
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) could dis-
enfranchise citizens”. The
TMC chief accused the BJP
of running advertisements
to “mislead” people.

Will challenge High
Court order on OBC
certi�cates: Mamata 
Press Trust of India
KOLKATA

Hundreds of Hindu monks
on Friday took out a ‘Sant
Swabhiman Yatra’ in Kolka-
ta to protest against the re-
cent remarks by Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee
directed at certain reli-
gious orders and monks.

Organised by Bangiya
Sanyasi Samaj, an apex bo-
dy of saints in West Bengal,
the rally saw the participa-
tion of leaders of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad. 

The protesters walked
barefoot from the house of
Maa Sarada in Baghbazar
area of north Kolkata to the
house of Swami Viveka-
nanda on Shimla Street.

During an election rally
in the State’s Hooghly dis-
trict last week, Ms. Baner-
jee had made a reference
to Hindu religious orders
like Bharat Sevashram
Sangha, Ramakrishna Mis-
sion, and ISKCON.

The Trinamool Con-
gress chief targeted Kartick
Maharaj, a prominent
monk of the Bharat Sevash-
ram Sangha, and accused
him of being behind the
riots at Beldanga in Mur-
shidabad during Ram Na-
vami processions last
month.

While the Chief Minister

later said the remarks were
not targeted at any reli-
gious order, the develop-
ment assumed signi�cance
amid the Lok Sabha poll. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in his poll cam-
paign accused Ms. Baner-
jee of threatening monks
and claimed that she was
trying to “appease her vote
bank under pressure from
Muslim fundamentalists”. 

‘Personal attack’
Participating in the rally,
Mr. Maharaj said the re-
marks were not a personal
attack but an attack on
Hindu religious orders.

Political observers have
pointed out that the Chief
Minister opening up a new
front against Hindu monks
in middle of elections
could result in polarisation
of Hindu votes.

Hindu monks hit
the streets against
Mamata’s remarks

Hindu monks take out the ‘Sant

Swabhiman Yatra’ in Kolkata on

Friday. DEBASISH BHADURI

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday
accused the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-led ( JMM)
coalition government of allowing in�ltrators to
enter Jharkhand and unleashing a war against the
tribal people’s land and resources. Mr. Shah was
campaigning for BJP candidate Sita Soren, who is
contesting from the Dumka Lok Sabha seat. Ms.
Soren, the eldest daughter-in-law of JMM chief
Shibu Soren, had recently resigned and joined
the BJP. “I want to appeal to the tribal brothers
and sisters to elect a government which can stop
in�ltration. If in�ltration is not stopped, the land
and forests of the tribals will be in danger,” Mr.
Shah said in Jamtara.

JMM govt. allowing in�ltrators
to enter Jharkhand, says Shah 
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T
he Kerala govern-
ment agencies re-
mained on high al-

ert on Friday, as heavy rain
continued to pound sever-
al districts. Two persons
died in rain-related inci-
dents in Pathanamthitta
and Malappuram districts,
according to the State
Emergency Operations
Centre. In all, 201 people,
including 47 children be-
longing to 61 families, are
at present in nine relief
camps across the State.
Thiruvananthapuram with
three camps accommodat-
ing 10 families is at the top
of the list. Camps are oper-
ating in Kollam, Kottayam,
Ernakulam, Malappuram,
and Kozhikode.

Houses in several dis-

tricts sustained damage,
including seven in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, four in Koz-
hikode, three in Malappu-
ram, two each in Palakkad
and Alappuzha, and one in
Kollam.

A weather update from
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) indicat-
ed that the current spell
would start winding down
in intensity from Saturday,

although isolated heavy
rainfall is expected in se-
ven districts, which have
been put on yellow alert.
The low pressure area over
southeast Arabian Sea o�
the Kerala coast has be-
come less marked. A cy-
clonic circulation lies over
south Kerala and its neigh-
bourhood. Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kollam, Alap-
puzha, Ernakulam,

Kozhikode, Kannur and
Kasaragod are on yellow al-
ert on Saturday. Heavy
rainfall is likely to occur at
isolated places in Kerala till
Monday, the IMD said.

Fishermen have been
advised against setting out
to sea on Saturday, given
the likelihood of squally
weather along the coast.

Monsoon advances
The southwest monsoon
has advanced into more
parts of the Maldives and
Kanyakumari area, south
Bay of Bengal, the remain-
ing parts of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Andaman
Sea and some parts of east-
central Bay of Bengal. Con-
ditions are favourable for
its further advance over
more parts of the Bay re-
gion during the weekend,
the IMD said. 

Two die as heavy rain lashes
Kerala; 201 in relief camps

Youth watch the dark clouds over Kochi on Friday. PTI 

Houses damaged in many districts including Thiruvananathapuram, Kozhikode, Kottayam; IMD

says intensity of current spell would reduce from today; isolated heavy rainfall likely till Monday

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Allahabad High Court
on Friday granted bail to
Samajwadi Party (SP) lead-
er Azam Khan, his wife Ta-
zeen Fatima and son Ab-
dullah Azam Khan in a
case related to fake birth
certi�cate. 

A Single Bench of Justice
Sanjay Kumar Singh ap-
proved their bails and
stayed the sentence of se-
ven years awarded to them
by a Special Court of Ram-
pur. However, despite the
High Court order, the trio
will remain in prison as
several other cases are
pending against them.

The court was hearing
the revision petition �led
by them challenging the se-
ven-year imprisonment or-
der by the Rampur Special
Court in October 2023 in
the forgery case. 

The court had found
them guilty under sections
120 (B) criminal conspira-
cy, 420 (cheating), 467(for-
gery valuable security),
468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating), 471 (using as ge-
nuine a forged document),
472 (making or possessing

counterfeit seal with intent
to commit forgery) of the
Indian Penal Code and
awarded seven years’
imprisonment.

The case dates back to
2019, when Akash Saxena
(presently a BJP MLA)
lodged a complaint alleg-
ing that Azam Khan and
Tanzeen Fatima through a
conspiracy got two birth
certi�cates made for their
son Abdullah Azam Khan.

The �rst certi�cate
claimed he was born in
Rampur, and the other
said he was born in Luck-
now. The �rst one was is-
sued on June 28, 2012,
while the second one was
issued on January 21, 2015.

Azam Khan, a leading
Muslim face in the SP, was
convicted in October 2022
in four cases, out of which
in one his appeal against
the lower court’s judgment
was upheld and he was ac-
quitted in May 2023.

Since 2017, when the
BJP came to power in U.P.,
more than six dozen cases
have been registered
against the senior BJP lead-
er for land grabbing, cheat-
ing, criminal conspiracy
among others.

Allahabad HC grants
bail to Azam Khan, wife
and son in forgery case 

Despite the bail, Azam Khan, his wife and son will remain in jail as

several other cases are pending against them. FILE PHOTO

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) opposed the bail
petition of BRS leader K.
Kavitha in an alleged mo-
ney laundering case linked
to the excise policy case in
the Delhi High Court on
Friday, saying her release
would adversely a�ect
further investigation to un-
earth the “deep-rooted,
multi-layered conspiracy”.

The ED stated that she
has the potential to tamper
with evidence and in-
�uence witnesses. It con-
tended that the Telangana
lawmaker is a “highly in-
�uential” individual and
stands accused of having
committed a grave eco-
nomic o�ence. 

“Ms. Kavitha has con-
spired with other people
and actively involved in
payment of kickbacks to
the tune of ₹100 crore and
then in establishing the
money laundering ecosys-
tem, that is, M/s Indo Spi-
rits through her proxy
which generated proceeds
of crime of ₹192.8 crore. By
such acts, she is involved in
various processes and ac-
tivities relating to proceeds
of crime (POC) to the tune
of ₹292.8 crore,” it said.

ED opposes
Kavitha’s bail
plea in Delhi
excise case 

K Kavitha. ANI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday ar-
rested a 35-year-old ex-
convict in a Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba terror conspiracy case
as the �fth accused in The
Rameshwaram Cafe blast
case. Shoaib Ahmed Mirza
alias Chhotu is from Hub-
balli city and has served a
sentence in the case. He

has allegedly emerged as
the key link to the Thirtha-
halli module that allegedly
carried out the blast at The
Rameshwaram Cafe on
March 1. He allegedly intro-
duced the module to an
“online handler” suspect-
ed to be abroad.

“In 2018, Mirza had be-
friended and introduced
accused Abdul Matheen
Taha to an online handler
suspected to be abroad.

Mirza had further provided
an e-mail ID for encrypted
communication between
the handler and Taha, who
was arrested on April 12
along with co-accused
Mussavir Hussain Shazib,
the alleged bomber at the
cafe from Kolkata,” it said. 

“Further investigations
into the role of handler and
larger conspiracy behind
the blast is under way,” the
NIA said. The probe into

the cases involved the Thir-
thahalli module, which
was allegedly put together
by Taha and Shazib, ab-
sconding accused in the
2020 Al Hind module case.
The probe always pointed
towards a handler, “Colo-
nel”, whose identity is not
yet known.

The NIA has now
claimed that Mirza was the
contact between Taha and
the handler.

NIA arrests 35-year-old man with LeT
link in Bengaluru cafe explosion case
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Supreme Court on
May 24 stayed an order of
the Uttarakhand High
Court to shift out of tourist
hotspot Nainital.

A Vacation Bench, head-
ed by Justice P.S. Narasim-
ha, froze a May 8 order of
the High Court directing
the State government to
�nd a suitable site outside
Nainital where it could be
relocated. “There shall be
a stay of the order till the
next date of hearing. List
immediately after the en-
suing summer vacation,”
the Bench, also comprising
Justice Sanjay Karol,
ordered.

The order came on a pe-
tition �led by the Uttarak-
hand HC Bar Association,
represented by senior ad-
vocate P.B. Suresh and ad-
vocates Vinod Khanna, Vi-
pin Nair, Karthik
Jayashankar, Ayush Negi,
Kartikeya Hari Gupta, Di-
nesh Rawat and B.D.
Pande.

Mr. Suresh argued that
shifting the principal seat
of the HC had the e�ect of
interdicting a Presidential
order, which had already
established it at Nainital. 

“It is only the Parlia-
ment or the Central go-
vernment which can de-
cide on the establishment
of a Principal Bench, and
not the High Court,” he
submitted.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
State, agreed with the High
Court Bar Association’s
submissions. The Uttarak-
hand HC had earlier reject-
ed the allocation of land
for the High Court at Hald-
wani by the State. 

SC stays HC
order to shift
out of Nainital 

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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T
he decision by the Reserve Bank of India’s
board to transfer a record surplus of al-
most ₹2.11 lakh crore to the Union Go-

vernment for 2023-24 will serve as a welcome
shot in the arm for the new government when it
presents its Budget in July. More than double the
previous year’s ₹87,416 crore payout as well as the
₹1.02 lakh crore dividend-cum-surplus receipts
from the banking and �nancial system and RBI
that was pencilled into the interim Union Budget
for 2024-25, the transfer should give the next Fi-
nance Minister a fair bit of elbow room when
computing the spending and �scal math. The
surge in transferable surplus re�ects the prudent
asset management approach adopted by the In-
dian central bank, at a time of lingering global un-
certainty and widespread policy tightening by
central banks worldwide seeking to restore price
stability. While the speci�cs of the RBI’s 2023-24
balance sheet will be known in the coming days,
clearly a combination of substantial gains from
higher interest income earned on its holdings of
overseas securities and the gains from its inter-
ventions in the foreign exchange market to
smoothen volatility in the rupee’s moves must
have contributed in swelling the surplus. The
weekly statistical supplement shows that as on
March 29, total foreign exchange reserves had in-
creased by $67.1 billion over the course of 12
months to $645.58 billion.

The RBI’s prudence has also extended to the
crucial provisioning done under the Contingent
Risk Bu�er (CRB), where it has raised the level of
funds set aside to cover for any unforeseen con-
tingencies and risks to the economy. By raising
the level of provisioning by 50 basis points to
6.5% of its balance sheet size for 2023-24, the cen-
tral bank has clearly signalled its increased con�-
dence in the health of the domestic economy
even as it strengthens the bu�er against any sud-
den threats to stability from unexpected develop-
ments in the global �nancial system. For the new
government that will assume o�ce after the re-
sults of the ongoing general election are declared
on June 4, the bountiful surplus transfer from the
RBI will give it an opportunity to raise capital
spending, especially at a time when the key en-
gine of private consumption expenditure is still in
search of sustained tailwinds. The opportunity to
use some of the additional bonanza to bridge the
�scal gap can also help strengthen the govern-
ment’s �nances and reassure investors of its com-
mitment to the �scal consolidation road map.
The RBI has in its own quiet way paved the path
for the next government to start with con�dence
in the resilience of the economy.

Welcome bounty 
The RBI’s transfer of surplus should help

next government start con�dently  

D
elegates from over 60 countries have
convened in Kochi, Kerala to attend the
46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meet-

ing (ATCM) that is expected to go on until the
month end. An annual a�air, this is in essence a
meeting of the ‘Consultative Parties,’ or the 29
countries that have a right to vote on a�airs con-
cerning the management of the continent. Other
attendees are countries with a non-voting ‘obser-
ver’ status as well as independent experts and in-
vited functionaries. One of the interesting points
on the agenda this time relates to tourism. A
group of ‘like-minded’ countries, that includes
India, pressed for a proposal to introduce a regu-
latory framework governing tourism in the conti-
nent. Unlike other continents, the Antarctica
does not have its own indigenous population. 

With millions of hectares of untrammelled ice
and its geographical isolation, it is not a tourist’s
everyday jamboree or the elite’s regular private-
jet getaway. This makes it irresistibly alluring. In
this day and age, where every navigable square
inch of land is up for �eeting, visual consump-
tion, the Antarctica is the only continent that can
be described as wild, its secrets buried under ki-
lometres-thick blankets of ice. Given that the
creation, capture and marketing of the ‘exotic’
experience is an industry that guarantees expo-
nential returns, the Antarctica is now the ‘wild
south’ that the wealthy traveller aspires to. A re-
cent joint study by universities in Tasmania, the
U.K. and Australia said that the number of tou-
rists rose from 8,000 in 1993 to 1,05,000 in 2022.
This does not include all the scienti�c expedi-
tions and the long-term presence of scienti�c per-
sonnel at research stations maintained by di�e-
rent countries. Reports now suggest that the
number of tourists exceeds scientists. To be sure,
concerns about rising tourists have been ex-
pressed since 1966 at the consultative meets, with
the attendant worries that more ships and more
people mean more man-made pollutants and ris-
ing instances of accidents and disasters that lead
to upsetting the unique biodiversity of the region.
This urge to preserve the pristine purity of the
continent — estimated to be the size of the United
States and Mexico combined — however conceals
the underlying anxiety of all nations. Will, des-
pite the treaty’s commitment to disallowing terri-
torial claims, unexpected future circumstances
e�ect a change in terms? Will the presence of
more people from one country in�uence terms
in their favour? Though India’s Antarctica-bound
tourists are minimal, this could very well change
in the days to come, thanks to growing lop-sided
prosperity. While a proponent of the proposal,
India must be wary of any deal that could under-
cut future opportunities from tourism.

Southern sojourn 
India must continue to oppose

unregulated tourism in the Antarctica  

O
n May 13, 2024, India and Iran �nally
signed a 10-year long-term bilateral
contract for the operation of
Chabahar Port — it was inked between

the Indian Ports Global Limited and the Port and
Maritime Organisation of Iran, in the presence of
India’s Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal. Mr. Sonowal said that the
deal and the Chabahar Port is more important
than just a bridge linking India with Iran. It is a
critical economic route that links India with
Afghanistan and the Central Asian countries.

But before this, a similar, and equally
important, connectivity project, the IMEC, or the
India-Middle East-Europe Corridor, was signed on
the sidelines of the G-20 summit in New Delhi on
September 9, 2023 by the European Union,
France, Germany, India, Italy, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the United
States. Designed and formulated under the
Partnership for Global Infrastructure and
Investment (PGII), it aims to stimulate economic
development through enhanced connectivity and
economic integration between Asia, the Arabian
Gulf and Europe.

As a counter to the BRI
The IMEC will comprise two separate corridors —
an east corridor connecting India to the Arabian
Gulf and a northern corridor connecting the
Arabian Gulf to Europe. In addition to existing
maritime and road transport routes, it will
include a railway network that aims to be a
reliable and cost-e�ective cross-border
ship-to-rail transit network for goods and services
to transit. The corridor also envisages along the
railway route, the laying of cable for electricity
and digital connectivity and a pipeline for clean
hydrogen export. In its plan, the Indian ports of
Kandla, Mumbai and Mundra will be connected
by sea links to Fujairah, Jebel Ali and Abu Dhabi
in the UAE in the east, followed by the rail-road
link through Saudi Arabia and Jordan and
onwards to Europe in the west by the port of
Haifa in Israel, and along with the ports in
Marseille in France, Messina in Italy and Piraeus
in Greece.

This 4,800 kilometre-long IMEC corridor aims
to secure regional supply chains, increase trade
accessibility and improve trade facilitation across
regions. Currently, much of the trade between
India and Europe is through the Suez Canal as
there is no overland access due to Pakistan being
located to India’s west overland. The IMEC will
thus help overcome this obstacle and also cut
down on the time, distance and costs of transit of
goods from India to Europe signi�cantly. It is

estimated that the time and cost of transporting
goods to Europe from India will be reduced by
40% and 30%, respectively. It is also being touted
as an e�ective counter to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in the region — and, therefore, has
the U.S. as one of its major stakeholders.

The shadow of the Gaza war
But even before the potential impact of this
path-breaking project could be examined by
experts, the war in Gaza broke out on October 7,
less than a month after its announcement. As a
result, the whole project was stalled. In an
interview on May 12, External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar acknowledged that the delay in
implementation of the IMEC in view of the
current situation in West Asia is a matter of
“concern” and the expectation generated
following �rming up of the initiative in September
last has to be “adjusted” a bit now. He, however,
was con�dent that work on the project would
progress well after the war.

However, the Gaza war has amply proven that
the IMEC has serious missing links in its current
form. During the course of this war, the Houthis
in Yemen have blocked the ships of Israel and its
western allies from access to the Red Sea. Despite
naval deployment by the U.S. Navy and Europe,
the Houthis have not been deterred and have
successfully targeted those ships. As a result,
Israel and its western allies have been forced to
take the longer route across the Cape of Good
Hope in South Africa, increasing shipping time as
well as insurance costs.

During the same period, Iran has repeatedly
threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz in the
north through which most crude oil and natural
gas is shipped to other parts of the world,
including India. In fact, a similar situation
happened during the Persian Gulf Crisis in the
summer of 2019 which was triggered by the
downing of a U.S. drone by the Iranian military;
the drone was over Iran. Reports suggested that
the U.S. President ordered retaliatory military
strikes against Iran, to be executed at dawn on
June 21 before changing his mind at the last
moment. 

During this period, there were repeated
incidents of Iran intercepting ships in the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. The Indian Navy
had to launch ‘Operation Sankalp’ in order to
ensure the safe passage of Indian �agged ships
through the Persian Gulf. There were armed
security teams from the Indian Navy on Indian
�ag ships transiting the Persian Gulf.

Coming back to the Gaza war, in Israel, two of
its major ports, Eilat and Haifa, have su�ered

heavy losses due to disruption in trade through
the Red Sea and also the targeting of these critical
ports by Hamas and its allies. A consortium led by
India’s Adani Group purchased Haifa port in
January 2023, expecting an expansion and an
increase in tra�c but the Gaza war has put
everything on hold.

On Oman and Egypt
The IMEC envisages that the ports in the UAE
such as Fujairah and Jebel Ali will form the
eastern offload points for ships transiting to India.
The problem here is that all the ports of the UAE
are located in the Persian Gulf and are well within
the Strait of Hormuz. Therefore, they will always
be threatened by any con�ict situation in the
Persian Gulf.

What is the way out? Oman provides the
perfect foil to this threat. Its ports open up into
the Arabian Sea, well away from direct in�uence
of an Iranian threat. It also o�ers the closest and
direct link to ports in India. Traditionally too,
merchants in Oman and India have traded for
centuries through small boats called ‘dhows’ and
Oman is considered India’s gateway to West Asia.
Oman is also an acceptable partner politically in
the region as it has good relations with all
stakeholders, including Israel.

Similarly, towards the West, instead of the
ports of Israel, there has to be an alternate spur of
the IMEC traversing through Egypt and ending at
any of its major ports in the Mediterranean Sea —
this will provide a safe and direct sea route to
ports in Europe. Egypt is also a major player in
West Asia and its inclusion will only help balance
out the regional dynamics too. Like Oman, Egypt
has good relations within the region and with
Europe, Israel and the U.S.. In fact, Egypt had
quietly voiced its displeasure on being left out of
the IMEC and such an extension will not only take
care of the politics but also the economics of it.

With the inclusion of Oman to the east and
Egypt to the west, the IMEC can be made safe
from disruptions from future con�icts and can,
therefore, be considered vital to plug the critical
missing links in the current structure of the IMEC.

The IMEC is a futuristic and path-breaking
initiative. Building upon the wave of
reconciliation within West Asia triggered by the
Abraham Accords, this could be an ideal foil not
only to China’s BRI but also as a useful tool to
better integrate the region and insulate it from
threats posed to connectivity due to con�ict. The
missing links, highlighted by the Gaza war, can
add a layer of insurance to this ambitious project.

The views expressed are personal

The missing links in IMEC, as shown by the Gaza war 

Rajeev Agarwal
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Any con�ict
situation in the
Persian Gulf
poses a serious
threat, but
there are
solutions

L
ow polling nationwide has been a notable
trend in the �rst few phases of the ongoing
general election 2024 in India. So, would

anyone in particular gain from this?
Voter turnout decreased six times in the Lok

Sabha elections held between 1957 and 2019. In
10 elections with increased turnout, the
incumbent was victorious six times and lost four;
in six elections with decreased turnout, the
incumbent won four times and lost twice. This
data, when analysed, shows that there is no
statistically signi�cant bias for or against the
incumbent based on changes in turnout. An
examination of comprehensive voter turnout
data, however, must unavoidably be
multidimensional.

It is conventional wisdom that in Indian
elections, higher voter turnout is bad for
incumbents. Nonetheless, a wave election was
noted in 2014 and 2019. This time around, would
the incumbent have any disadvantage if there was
no wave like then?

The belief in America
Conventional political wisdom does exist in many
countries. For instance, a deeply embedded
belief in American political culture is that
increased voter turnout systematically bene�ts
Democrats. Many claimed that in the 2016
elections, Donald Trump’s victory may have been
reversed had voter turnout been a little higher,
resulting in a possible surge in Democrat votes in
Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin.
However, Daron R. Shaw and John R. Petrocik,
the writers of the book, The Turnout Myth: Voting
Rates and Partisan Outcomes in American National
Elections (2020), thought that Hillary Clinton’s
support hardly varied depending on the
electorate’s size.

How about the Indian myth? In multiple
publications in 2018, Milan Vaishnav and
Johnathan Guy talked about their analysis of
election data from 1980 to 2012 in 18 major States

— voter participation “is not necessarily pro- or
anti-incumbent; rather, the relationship between
these two variables is likely shaped by the speci�c
context at hand”.

Perception about party’s prospects
In 2024, a number of possible explanations for
decreased turnout are �oating, which include
extremely hot weather, the COVID-19 pandemic
e�ect, price rise, job losses, and voter
indi�erence. However, the belief that a particular
party would win handily may sometimes be a
major deterrent to voting. Bill Clinton was well
ahead of Bob Dole in the opinion polls for the
1996 U.S. presidential elections. This led to the
lowest polling percentage in 72 years — just 49%.
In reality, 9% of likely voters told Harris, a polling
organisation, just before the election that “if the
opinion polls show that Bill Clinton is certain to
win with a big majority”, they would be “very
likely not to vote, because there is no real point in
doing so”.

But what impact does this have on di�erent
political parties? According to Harris’ poll, 10% of
Mr. Clinton supporters and 9% of Dole
supporters, apparently evenly, said they were
reluctant to cast ballots due to Mr. Clinton’s
perceived big victory. But the study also revealed
that only 14% of Dole supporters and 54% of
Clinton supporters thought Mr. Clinton would
“win with a big majority”. Thus, it is possible that
a greater number of Mr. Clinton’s supporters than
Dole supporters abstained from voting.
Therefore, in general, the party whose followers
hold a stronger belief in a perceived foregone
conclusion will be the one more a�ected by it.

The traditional support base for each party
di�ers across various socioeconomic strata,
especially in a diverse society like ours. In the
American context, political scientists Michael D.
Martinez and Je� Gill, in a 2005 paper in The
Journal of Politics, presented a methodology for
evaluating the potential impacts of turnout on an

election outcome using simulations based on
survey data. By adjusting simulated turnout rates
for �ve U.S. elections between 1960 and 2000,
they noticed that Democratic advantages from
higher turnout (and Republican advantages from
lower turnout) have consistently ebbed since
1960, correlating to the erosion of class cleavages
in U.S. elections.

The U.S. elections from 2010 to 2020 were
then analysed by Spencer Goidel, Thiago Moreira,
and Brenna Amstrong in a 2023 paper published
in American Politics Research. Expanding upon
Martinez and Gill’s methodology, for instance, to
“increase” turnout by 5%, one could “add” the
most likely voters to the electorate from those
who did not vote until the turnout rate increased
by 5%. One may calculate the extent to which this
�ve-point increase in turnout bene�ted or
harmed either party based on the predicted
likelihood of these new voters casting Democratic
or Republican ballots. Democrat votes would
have increased by 1.5% in 2010 with a 15% rise in
turnout, according to estimates, but only by 0.4%
in 2020.

In India
However, I could not �nd any comparable
research in an Indian setting. Nonetheless, the
distribution of habitual voters’ voting patterns
ought to di�er signi�cantly from those of
di�cult-to-predict non-habitual voters.
Furthermore, the e�ects of a few percentage
votes from non-habitual voters in an Indian
election will almost certainly be far more
nuanced than in a two-party system such as the
U.S. Additionally, the e�ects would vary across
States. So, until the electronic voting machines
are counted, these non-habitual voters rushing to
the polling booths put political commentators in
the realm of unknown unknowns. Without these
non-habitual voters, however, everything is much
easier to comprehend, and the situation is a
known unknown.

Reading the lower voter turnout scenario 
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ECI and election
The manner in which the
Election Commission of
India has functioned in the
general election so far is
very disappointing. From
not pulling up the political
class, especially the top
leader, for divisive speeches
to other lethargic responses
involving discrepancies in
the voting process, one
wonders whether the ECI is
merely functioning as an
extended arm of the ruling
party. 
Without prompt and
decisive action, doubts in

explaining to him the
urgency. After being in the
ICU for 36 hours, he advised
me to go to a “better”
hospital. On consulting an
expert doctor, I was told
that I could have been
saved had I been attended
to within the ‘golden hour’. I
remain paralysed. Who
cares?

C.K Prem Kumar,
Palakkad, Kerala

Deficiency in service
I am an octogenarian and a
consumer activist well
before the Consumer
Protection Act came into
force in 1986. The ‘Parley’
topic (Opinion page, May
24) is what makes me share
my experience when I had a
sudden “stroke” on the eve
of Republic Day, in 2012. I
was to have unfurled the
national flag at a function. I
was taken to a hospital, but
the doctor, a ‘beginner in
neurology’, came from his
home after three hours
despite the duty nurse

heinous crimes is not an
isolated one. Even after
months of protest by the
women wrestlers of
harassment, an MP who is
alleged to be involved in the
case still goes around free.
In Manipur, no one knows
how many women have
su�ered assault. The tall
talk by political leaders
about their respecting
women and ensuring their
safety is just part of election
campaigning which is
eventually forgotten.

A.G. Rajmohan,
Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh

are those powerful persons
‘taking care’ of the MP?
It is a disgrace that the MP
was nominated to stand for
election. One is at sea
wondering why the Prime
Minister campaigned for
him. It goes without saying
that some godfathers do
exist. The MP deserves
severe and stringent
punishment that is in
consonance with law.
Mani Nataraajan,
Chennai

The incident of the MP
escaping after committing

the minds of the masses are
only going to linger. 
Ratheesh Chandran,

Thiruvalla, Kerala

Missing MP
It evokes one’s curiosity
how the law-enforcing
agencies in the country did
not budge an inch to arrest
the Janata Dal (Secular)
Member of Parliament from
Hassan, who is alleged to
be involved in the crime of
assaulting women (Page 1,
May 24). What is the
underlying cause for this
Himalayan lethargy? Who

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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GROUND ZERO

W
hen Antony Jesurathnam Maria-
pushparani, 62, recalls the hor-
ri�c �nal days of Sri Lanka’s civil
war in striking detail, it is hard to

believe it has been 15 years since its end.
“That is where we prepared and had the kanji

(porridge); that is where we headed to cross the
Vattuvagal bridge; that is where we waited,” she
says breathlessly, showing once-bloody spots in
Mullivaikkal, a village in Mullaitivu district on the
north-eastern coast. Many Tamil civilians had
crossed the bridge in May 2009, hoping that
moving into government-controlled territory on
the other side would be safer.

Today the village looks calm, with large, emp-
ty plots of land. Palmyra trees line the roads and
the �elds are lush after recent showers. “You will
not know the desperation we experienced or the
tears we shed here. I saw the destruction with my
own eyes,” she says of the time when tens of
thousands of Tamils, including women, children,
and infants, were killed in the Sri Lankan armed
forces’ �nal o�ensive, even in areas declared a
“no �re zone”. Some in Sri Lanka and beyond
have likened this bloodbath to Israel’s ongoing
deadly war in Gaza.

As survivor accounts like Mariapushparani’s
make evident, memories don’t die. “That is
where bodies were heaped,” she says �nally,
pointing ahead. It is the site of carnage in Mulli-
vaikkal, where Tamil families assemble every
May 18, the last day of the �nal battle between the
Sri Lankan military and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), to pay homage to relatives.

After the remembrance ceremony, where
those assembled lit lamps and o�ered �owers to
photographs of their relatives, Mariapushparani
sits under the lone neem tree in the barren, san-
dy ground, for some respite from the scorching
sun. Hailing from Mullaitivu, she moved to Mulli-
vaikkal village after the Indian Ocean tsunami of
2004, unaware of the next wave of destruction
she would witness in barely �ve years. Having en-
dured staggering losses and hardships like vir-
tually every family in the district — her son has
been missing since 2010 — she has one word to
describe the current situation of Tamils: “Varu-
mai (poverty)”.

Many in the coastal village rely on �shing for a
living. The catch has fallen and other jobs are
scarce. “After 15 years, the plight of Tamils is po-
verty. That is all there is to say. Whether people
are able to eat or not is the question.”

Eating less or skipping a meal may not be new
to a community that braved a devastating war,
but that does not make it easier. “Just see the
queue for the 10 kg bag of rice that is given (by
the government). That is how bad things are in
Mullivaikkal,” she says.

Coping with economic setbacks

The war-scarred Tamil-majority region in the
north and east is home to some of the country’s
poorest districts, especially Mullaitivu in the
Northern Province and Batticaloa in the Eastern
Province. Undeniably, Sri Lanka’s poor across
the island are reeling from the 2022 economic
crisis that steeply in�ated the cost of essentials

such as food, fuel, electricity, and water. But for
Tamils, the impact of the latest crisis comes over
and above their dispossession during the years of
war and those after. The only post-war develop-
ment they saw was skewed towards infrastruc-
ture. It neglected the people’s need for jobs to
resume a normal life and for the revival of a bat-
tered local economy. Instead, it led to rural hou-
seholds drowning in debt as they resorted to
high-interest, short-term loans for everyday sur-
vival. Sporadically available daily-wage jobs kept
women and men in precarity.

With the economic crash two years ago aggra-
vating their deprivation and misery, many
veered towards migrating abroad even if it en-
tailed arduous boat rides, detention, or �nancial
scams. “Families are taking big loans to pay
agents so young men and women in their homes
can go abroad, either as domestic workers in
West Asia or for jobs elsewhere. My brother-in-
law is trying to go to Canada, except there is no
guarantee of a job there,” says a Mullaitivu town-
based community worker, requesting his name
be withheld. “Despite the uncertainty, people
borrow, pay up and �y out, leaving behind their
families. They are that desperate.”

If leaving the country is a hard choice, staying
back is not any easier. Despite di�erent Colombo
governments’ claims and e�orts to resettle war-
hit communities, Tamils continue to feel unset-
tled. Marred by pending questions and persisting
con�icts, the period after the war has only pro-
longed their insecurity.

Enforced disappearances

The questions are primarily to do with tens of
thousands of missing people, many of whom
were seen surrendering to the army. Despite sev-
eral presidential panels, commissions, and me-
chanisms, successive governments have failed to
give families of the forcibly disappeared a con-
vincing answer on their missing relatives’ whe-
reabouts. Scores of mothers of the disappeared
have been agitating at roadside protests for near-
ly seven years now, demanding answers.

In its latest report, the o�ce of the United Na-
tions Human Rights Chief has urged the govern-
ment to disclose the whereabouts of those sub-
jected to enforced disappearance over the
decades and hold those responsible to account.

It called on the government to acknowledge “the
involvement of state security forces and a�liated
paramilitary groups” and issue a public apology.

“My husband and my two brothers have been
missing for 15 years. My children were very young
then. I have tried to shield them from those bitter
truths, so please don’t use my name,” says a 51-
year-old woman. “The army would ask us to
check with the police. The police would direct us
back to the army. We ran to testify before com-
mission after commission, but there has been no
response to date.”

With no clue or closure, the mothers go about
their daily lives, cooking, petitioning, cleaning,
protesting, earning an income, and raising chil-
dren. Their concerns over truth, accountability,
justice, and economic stability intertwine as they
navigate both the existential and the mundane.

Land grab

In the last few years, land has emerged a major
�ash point. “I would say 80% of our current pro-
blems are to do with Tamil people’s lands. They
are taken by either the forest or wildlife depart-
ment. And then when our people try and sow in
their own land, they are detained and charged
for destroying forest land,” says Sivasundarampil-
lai Thangamma, 67, a resident of Kokkuthoduvai
in Mullaitivu. 

According to locals, the former Maithripala
Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe administration,
which was in power from 2015 to 2019, returned
a substantial portion of the people’s land that had
been occupied by the military. Last year, Presi-
dent Ranil Wickremesinghe handed over deeds
to 197 people in Ja�na, marking the return of over
100 acres that had been under the control of se-
curity forces. Beginning Friday (May 24, 2024),
Wickremesinghe is also giving out about 15,000
freehold land deeds to residents in the Northern
Province, his o�ce said.

Meanwhile, other agencies have taken hold of
agricultural, pastoral, and temple lands belong-
ing to the Tamils, ostensibly for archaeological
excavation and environmental conservation. The
last few years have seen protests across the north
and east by Tamils resisting land grabs by the
state. The military, locals say, is still actively en-
gaged in economic activity, such as agriculture.

Furthermore, locals �ag a rapid change in the
demography of the region, with Sinhalese fami-
lies settling in several villages, with the support of
state agencies.

“It’s happening at a fast pace,” says Thangam-
ma. “Now we encounter Sinhalese women com-
ing to our villages to sell vegetables that they have
grown in lands that belong to us. We speak to
each other, exchange pleasantries. Ordinary Sin-
halese people are not the problem. They are like
us, they just want to make a living,” she says,
making a distinction between her southern Sin-
halese counterparts and the Sri Lankan state that
she accuses of pursuing a “racist project”.

A traumatic childhood

Younger Tamils, many of whom were children of
the strife years, are faced with an agonising strug-
gle. After a childhood spent in displacement and
trauma, they are now encountering fresh con-
�icts and widespread economic despair. If a
clean break from the past is impossible, a bold
plunge into the future is terrifying.

Kumanan Kanapathipillai, 30, grew up in the
war zone, enduring displacement from his home
in Mullaitivu and later, life in an ‘IDP camp’ as
shelters set up for internally displaced persons
were called. “I was 15 when the war ended. We
saw the worst,” he says. The years at the camps
were very hard, he recalls. “The food was horri-
ble, there were no clean toilet facilities, and eve-
ryone was falling sick,” says Kumanan. “I could
not take my O-level [grade 10] exams on time. My
father was injured in the shelling in our village
and that meant someone else had to earn a living
for our family to survive. My education, my life
was just completely disrupted.”

Kumanan is a freelance journalist and activist,

who diligently tracks and documents con�icts
unfolding in the north and east, often braving in-
timidation by security forces or law enforcement
authorities. Surveillance by the military is ram-
pant in the region, and even peaceful remem-
brance events are not spared.

“If you look at the arrests made here after
2009, many are based on claims that there are at-
tempts to revive the LTTE. I don’t know how that
can be said. No one, no youth, is prepared for
another armed struggle here. We have seen and
su�ered enormous consequences of the armed
struggle,” he notes.

He blames the state and its security apparatus
for keeping Tamils anxious and despondent but
contends that Tamil political leaders on the na-
tionalist spectrum have failed to come up with a
“road map” for the war-a�ected people of the
north and east. “They are yet to articulate a clear
vision and plan for this region. Look at the south:
the Sinhalese state, the bureaucracy, and the reli-
gious [Buddhist] clergy collaborate to take for-
ward their project to change the demographics of
our areas. They have a joint vision.”

A feeling of abandonment

Fifteen years after the war the Tamils do not live
in a peaceful environment. In this scenario the
future “looks bleak”, says Kumanan, re�ecting a
poverty of hope. For the youth, who do not re-
member the worst of war, and are yet to see
peace, the future is daunting. Thangamma, too,
speaks of “being abandoned by all sides”. “If our
national leaders are attacking our rights, our own
Tamil political leaders remain distant, with no in-
volvement in our issues. We are like orphans,”
she says.

Their perspectives, grounded and candid,
make clear that the story of Tamils in post-war Sri
Lanka is one of persisting challenges and many
gulfs — between the national government and Ta-
mil community, the Tamil political class and the
people, the Tamil diaspora, their select bene�ci-
aries receiving remittances, and most others out-
side those networks, struggling to make ends
meet.

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA), the main
grouping representing Tamils of the north and
east with 10 seats in Parliament, appears caught
in the bickering within its chief constituent party,
the Illankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK), over the
party’s leadership. Sri Lanka will go to the polls
this year to elect a new President, and the Tamil
vote will matter. If the TNA is hardly a uni�ed
voice anymore, its rival Tamil National People’s
Front (TNPF) is already calling for a boycott of the
polls. Meanwhile, some Tamil groups are debat-
ing �elding a common Tamil candidate. The Ta-
mil opposition is fragmented, and the Tamil peo-
ple are politically further weakened and
economically marginalised.

All the same, giving up is not an option for
those who have resolved to stay back in the coun-
try. Thangamma sees an opportunity in the com-
ing election. “It should give our country a good
leader. Someone who will not see people as Sin-
halese, Tamils, or Muslims.” she says. Having
been through times when it “rained bombs” and
there was blood all around, she says there is little
hardship the Tamil people have not seen. Howev-
er, she cautions against getting trapped in a polit-
ics that divides people. “Pitting Tamils and Sinha-
lese against each other will not help us. The
diaspora should also refrain from stirring the
emotions of our people here. Let’s focus on creat-
ing jobs. Let’s focus on the future, rather than on
the past,” Thangamma says.

Of love and loss: Tamil women grieve at a remembrance ceremony in Mullivaikkal village in north-eastern Sri Lanka on May 18, 2024. Fifteen years ago, tens of thousands of Tamils were killed in the Sri Lankan armed forces’ final o�ensive against the LTTE. AFP 

A poverty of hope
among Lankan Tamils 
Fifteen years after Sri Lanka’s civil war ended, a peaceful life still eludes Tamils living in the former battle zone

across the island’s north and east. Many are relentlessly searching for their loved ones, while resisting attempts

by state agencies to take over their lands. The widespread economic misery, only compounded by the �nancial

crisis of 2022, and a fractured Tamil polity have left them further disillusioned, Meera Srinivasan reports 

After 15
years, the
plight of
Tamils is
poverty. That
is all there is
to say.

ANTONY
JESURATHNAM
MARIAPUSHPA-
RANI
Resident of
Mullivaikkal

Hoping to heal: A woman o�ers a prayer at the remembrance event. AFP 

I would say 80% of our current problems are
to do with Tamil people’s lands. They are
taken by either the forest or wildlife
department.

SIVASUNDARAMPILLAI THANGAMMA
Resident of Kokkuthoduvai in Mullaitivu
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The �nal phase will be held on June 1 for the re-
maining 57 seats. 

Voting will take place in all 10 seats in Haryana
and all seven in Delhi in this phase. Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Jammu and Kashmir, Odisha, Uttar Pra-
desh, and West Bengal are the other States which
will see voting. The election for 42 Assembly con-
stituencies of Odisha will also take place
simultaneously.

The EC said in a statement that the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD) has predicted “no
adverse impact” of cyclone in the poll-going
States.

“Chief Electoral O�cers [CEOs] and State ma-
chineries have been directed to take adequate
measures to manage the adverse impact of hot
weather or rainfall wherever predicted,” the EC
said in a statement.

Concerned over the dip in voter turnouts, the
EC has urged people in urban centres such as Del-
hi, Gurugram and Faridabad to break the trend of
urban apathy by coming out in large numbers to
vote on Saturday.

After the �fth phase on May 20, the EC had ob-
served that constituencies in various cities had
continued the trend of “urban apathy.” 

58 Lok Sabha seats to
vote in Phase 6 today 

From Page One

The ADR, represented by senior advocate Dush-
yant Dave, advocates Prashant Bhushan, Neha
Rathi, and Cheryl D’Souza, had highlighted how
the voter turnout data for the �rst two phases of
the Lok Sabha election were published by the EC
on April 30, after 11 days of the �rst phase of poll-
ing held on April 19 and four days after the second
phase of polling held on April 26.

The NGO had argued the data published by the
EC in its April 30 press release had shown a sharp
increase (by about 5-6%) from the initial percen-
tages announced by it on the polling day.

The ADR had said the delay in publishing the �-
nal voter turnout data, coupled with the unusual-
ly high revision (of over 5%) in the EC press note of
April 30, had raised “public suspicion and appre-
hensions” about the correctness of the data.

“The di�erence of 5%-6% between initial and
absolute voter turnout details is wrong,” Mr. Singh
submitted. He said there were 8,336 candidates
and 10.5 lakh polling booths.

“Every candidate has polling agents, a total of
over 87,000. Everyone is checking the process,
keeping an eagle’s eye on the conduct. Imagina-
tion and supposition cannot be made weapons
against the EC,” Mr. Singh contended.

“The trust for the EC has to be fostered not
punctured through such applications,” he said.

Mr. Dave said ADR had come to court bona �de.
The NGO had an excellent record of getting good
jurisprudence from the apex court. “There is no
reason for the EC to damn us. The application was
not adversarial in nature,” the senior lawyer
submitted.

“We are not against public interest litigations.
But how many PILs are meant for publicity, priv-
ate interest?” Justice Datta asked.

Mr. Dave said the EC had itself revised the per-
centages in the voter turnout. “That is why we
came here,” he said.

Justice Datta drew Mr. Dave’s attention to the
EC a�davit, which said there was no legal or stat-
utory mandate to publish Form 17C details. The
voter turnout data were uploaded in the “non-
statutory” Voter Turnout app only as a transpa-
rency initiative.

“I am forced to say in court… Someone always
deters by the time such initiatives reach the half-
way mark,” Justice Datta remarked.

SC declines to issue order
on booth-wise voter data

The Congress on Friday as-
serted that its criticism of
the Agnipath recruitment
scheme for the armed forc-
es did not violate the Mo-
del Code of Conduct (MCC)
as it allows criticism of oth-
er political parties in the
context of “their policies,
programmes, past records
and work”.

The party’s statement
on the issue came just days
after the Election Commis-
sion wrote to Congress pre-
sident Mallikarjun Kharge,
asking the party’s star cam-
paigners not to talk about
the operational matters of
the defence forces and not
to “politicise” the armed
forces.

Congress’ ex-service-

men department chief Col.
(retd.) Rohit Chaudhry said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was “taking the sup-
port” of the poll panel.
“Earlier, he used to hide
behind the defence forces.
Now he is taking the sup-
port of the Election Com-
mission,” he said.

He said the armed forc-
es are doing an excellent
job in protecting the coun-
try, and the Congress was
only talking about the
change in the recruitment
policy of the government
when it introduced the Ag-
nipath scheme. 

The Congress function-
ary said the Agnipath
scheme, which would re-
tain only 25% of the Agni-
veers after four years, will
be scrapped if the INDIA
bloc wins the election. 

Criticising Agnipath
does not violate poll
code, says Congress
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

N
ational Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval on
Friday said that the

unde�ned borders in the
west and north have adver-
sely a�ected the country
and its weight on internal
security in terms of terro-
rism, radicalism, and drug
tra�cking is a liability for
the nation. He said India’s
economic progress would
have been much faster “if
we had more secure
borders.”

Mr. Doval was address-
ing the investiture ceremo-
ny of the Border Security
Force (BSF).

“If both our borders, in
north and west had been
de�ned and not in a state
of adversarial disposition...
India’s economic progress
would have been much fas-
ter if we had more secure
borders and in the future I
don’t think that our bor-
ders are going to be as se-
cure as we will require for
our fast economic growth,
so the responsibility of bor-
der guarding force be-
comes very very heavy.
They have got to remain al-
ert 24/7 and got to see that
our national interests are
protected,” he said adding
that in the next 10 years,
India will be a $10 trillion

economy and will become
self-reliant in military
power.

“Up to the last point
where our border soldier is
able to go and put his foot
down, that is the limit of
our sovereignty, zameen
par jo kabja hai wo apna
hai, baaki sab adalat aur
kacheri ka kaam hai, usse
fark nahin padta (what
matters are the areas
where we can establish our
claim physically, the rest is
a legal matter),” he added.

“Border security also
has a bearing on socio-eco-
nomic security of the
country. We have a large
number of Rohingya com-
ing here, people from Ara-
kan (Myanmar) area are
coming and sometimes
due to religious and travel
a�nity (in India) they have

socio-political implica-
tions,” Mr. Doval said.

He also said that merely
increasing the strength of
the force was not enough,
technological advance-
ment was also required.
Mr. Doval said that the less-
er the manpower, the grea-
ter the opportunity for
round-the-clock reliable
systems. 

“If you are scattered on
the ground, response capa-
bility is less, you have bet-
ter quality sensors, remote
sensing technology, etc,
you will be able to respond
better,” he said.

Referring to the recent
missile strike on Israel, Mr.
Doval said, “There was a
series of missile attacks on
Israel three days back from
Iran. That is no news. Out
of 1,500 missiles, 99%

were stopped, and only
two or three missiles could
hit, that is the strength of
technology. Had they put a
large number of persons to
prevent the strike through
aircraft etc, instead of ra-
dar, anti-sabotage... they
harnessed the technology
and that is why they were
so e�ective.”

Tactical intelligence is
the most important, he
added.

“Where did the Israelis
fail on October 7 (2023)?
Their cutting edge intelli-
gence on the border was
zero. They could not distin-
guish that thousands of Ha-
mas people were going to
in�ltrate. They had all the
high technology, we are
fortunate that we have so
many eyes and can moni-
tor the border. We have got
an interface with our villag-
ers, they are the store-
house of knowledge, secur-
ity of the nation is not only
writing analysis, it has to
be translated on the
ground. Get feedback from
the ground... Please be-
friend the border popula-
tion, as Chanakya said you
can never defend the bor-
der where the population
is hostile to you. They
should not feel that these
people in uniform are
there to police and control
them,” he said.

Unde�ned borders adversely
a�ect our country, says Doval

NSA Ajit Doval greeting a family member of a fallen soldier during

the 21st BSF investiture ceremony in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

National Security Adviser says India’s economic progress would have been much faster ‘if we 

had more secure borders’; he adds that in the next 10 years, India will be a $10 trillion economy 

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval on Friday
suggested the integration
of Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) on the lines
of joint theatre commands
in the armed forces.

Mr. Doval while speak-
ing at the investiture cere-
mony of the Border Securi-
ty Force (BSF) said that
“jointness (integration)”
was required in CAPFs or
the paramilitary and it was
not only about saving mo-
ney but also bringing ho-
mogeneity in deployment
whether it is “war or
peace.” He stressed that he
was not suggesting the con-
solidation in capacity as an
NSA but as a police o�cer.

“Should we go ahead
and think about the joint-
ness in our CPOs (Central
Police Organisations/
CAPFs) interoperability.
We are a huge force now
together, we have also got
the same type of inter-min-
gling duties at many plac-
es, whether it is procure-
ment, communication,
training, standardisation.
In defence forces it is being
done, we are thinking of
joint theatre command,
one o�cer from the Air
Force who is probably con-
trolling both the army and
the navy unit for the do-
main he specialises in.
There it was more di�cult,

because their equipment
and doctrines, command
and control systems are
di�erent,” he said. He ad-
ded that in CAPFs the roles
are similar.

“Whenever the require-
ments are there, in war or
peace, we have to see if we
have to deploy 30 batta-
lions of CAPFs. At the bor-
ders it does not matter if
BSF is not available, CRPF
can also do the same thing.
They have been trained,
their equipment and com-
munication devices are
same, even in a platoon,
one section of CRPF and
two BSF can be there, does
not matter, they will
march... similarly, for in-
ternal security if someth-
ing major has happened,
whether we should be
thinking of deploying them
(BSF), it is just an idea,” he
said.

The 10-lakh strong
CAPFs comprise the BSF,
CRPF, ITBP, CISF, SSB and
Assam Ri�es. While the
BSF is primarily deployed
along the Pakistan and
Bangladesh borders, since
2009 it is also posted in
Left Wing Extremism af-
fected areas.

‘Integration of CAPFs
will save money, 
bring homogeneity’

Ajit Doval says he is
putting forth the
suggestion as all the
Central forces have
training, equipment

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

A Bangladeshi national was
arrested by the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) of the West Bengal
Police in connection with
the murder of Bangladesh
MP Md. Anwarul Azim
Anar in Kolkata. He was
sent to 12 days of police
custody by a city court on
Friday.

The suspect, Jihad Haw-
ladar, 24, is an “illegal im-
migrant” from Bangladesh,
according to the CID. A re-
sident of Barakpur in Ban-
gladesh’s Khulna district,
and working as a butcher
in Mumbai, Mr. Hawladar
has admitted to his involve-
ment in the murder of the
MP. He was staying at a �at
in Chinar Park in Kolkata
for more than two months.

The CID arrested him from
Bongaon in North 24 Par-
ganas district on Thursday.

Earlier, the police in
Bangladesh arrested three
suspects in connection
with the death of the MP.

The victim, 56-year-old

Anar, was a three-time
Awami League MP from
Jhenaidah-4 in the Khulna
district of Bangladesh. He
had arrived in Kolkata on
May 12 for medical treat-
ment. The CCTV footage
from May 13 showed him

entering a housing com-
plex in Kolkata’s New
Town area with two men
and a woman. Between
May 13 and May 15, the
three people, who entered
the complex with Anar,
were caught on CCTV cam-
eras leaving the premises
carrying two big bags.

Brutal murder
Media reports have quoted
the Dhaka Police as saying
that the MP was smothered
to death, his body cut into
pieces and mixed with tur-
meric powder before being
disposed of. Police are on
the lookout to retrieve the
body parts. 

The Dhaka Police are
working on a potential lead
that a U.S.-based business-
man had masterminded
the murder and hired the
alleged killers. 

Slain Bangladesh MP may have been
cut into pieces; police arrest butcher
Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

The accused, arrested in connection with the murder of Bangladesh

MP, being produced at local court in North 24 Parganas district. PTI

Days after videos showed a
Dalit student being shut
down by scholar Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak during
the question-and-answer
(Q&A) session of a talk gi-
ven at the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University in New Delhi,
Ms. Spivak said in a state-
ment to The Hindu that she
never stopped the student
from asking his question,
and that the student had
not identi�ed himself as a
Dalit.

Twenty-eight-year-old
Anshul Kumar, an M.A.
(Sociology) student at the
Centre for the Study of So-
cial Systems, had attempt-
ed to ask Ms. Spivak about
her positioning herself as
middle-class, at the talk on
May 21.

But he was interrupted
over his pronunciation of
American sociologist
W.E.B. Du Bois’s last name,
which was being repeated-
ly corrected by Ms. Spivak,

leading to other audience
members breaking out in
giggles, many who attend-
ed the talk said. They ad-
ded that Ms. Spivak might
have also had an issue with
Mr. Kumar identifying him-
self as the “Founding Pro-
fessor of the Centre for
Brahmin Studies”.

Soon after the alterca-
tion, Mr. Kumar put up a
poster in protest outside
the auditorium where the
talk was held, which read:
“If the subaltern can’t
speak, he shall abuse!”
with an expletive added to
it. The whole point of in-
troducing himself as part
of the “Centre for Brahmin
Studies” was to stress the
need for interrogating
Brahminism as subaltern
identities are inquired into,
Mr. Kumar had told The
Hindu.

Responding to the con-
troversy, Ms. Spivak told
The Hindu on Friday, “An-
shul Kumar had not identi-
�ed himself as a Dalit. The-
refore I thought he was a

Brahminist, since he was
saying that he was the
founder of a Brahmin Stu-
dies Institute. I did not stop
Mr. Kumar from asking his
question. He was still mis-
pronouncing Du Bois’s
name and started to talk to
me in a very rude way. As
an old female teacher con-
fronting a male student,
and especially since I had
not been given the infor-
mation that he was Dalit,
my wounded remark that I
did not want to hear his
question was a gesture of
protest.”

She added that “for
some reason”, people at
the talk were not pro-
nouncing Du Bois’s name
correctly – which is the
Haitian way. “Since Du
Bois was himself a Black
‘Dalit’, I would like to sug-
gest that the correct pro-
nunciation be learned,”
she said. Further, Ms. Spi-
vak said, “We understand
that Mr. Kumar is studying
for an M.A. in Sociology at
JNU; I did make the point

again and again that Du
Bois had invented the
modern discipline of So-
ciology with his Philadel-
phia Negro.”

Ever since videos of the
incident went viral, criti-
cism of Mr. Kumar has fo-
cused on the language he
has used for Ms. Spivak
since the talk. Mr. Kumar,
on the other hand, has
maintained that the point
he was trying to make by
posing his question to Ms.
Spivak had been missed by
many.

Democracy.” She conti-
nued, “And I am not Bihari
Lal Bhaduri’s great grand-
daughter. I believe he was
the person (I cannot be
sure of this) who asked my
real great grandfather (at
the time a cook hired by a
middle-class family) to
marry a widow.”

Ms. Spivak added, “Inci-
dentally, I did not say Du
Bois was an elite upper-
class person. The only
thing I said was that he had
not been enslaved, and for
lacking the experience of
slavery he was apologetic.”

Ms. Spivak said that she
was not correcting the stu-
dent’s accent, was also ask-
ing more people in the au-
dience to pronounce Du
Bois’s name correctly - “in
the Haitian rather than the
French way. This is be-
cause the French had colo-
nised Haiti. Du Bois’s fath-
er was Haitian. From all
the documentation that I
have seen, I believe the
‘Haitian’ was heard as ‘En-
glishman’.”

seem to acknowledge
caste. For the last forty
years I have been working
for subalterns, running ele-
mentary schools, rather
than studying them.”

While calling out Mr. Ku-
mar’s use of expletives for
being misogynist, several
Dalit activists and scholars
have also questioned the
need for Ms. Spivak to have
latched on to the pronun-
ciation of Du Bois’s last
name over hearing Mr. Ku-
mar’s question.

Before being interrupt-
ed, what Mr. Kumar want-
ed to ask Ms. Spivak was:
“Spivak claims to be mid-
dle class. She said in her
lecture that Du Bois was an
upper-class elite. How is
she as a great granddaught-
er of Bihari Lal Bhaduri, a
close friend of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, sup-
posed to be middle class?”

Responding to the ques-
tion, Ms. Spivak said the
question had nothing to do
with the subject of the talk
“W.E.B. Du Bois’s Vision of

“Subaltern and Dalit are
not interchangeable
words. The upwardly class-
mobile Dalit person — and
the academy is an instru-
ment of upward class-mo-
bility — should certainly
use his/her new privilege
to work for the entire Dalit
community, especially the
subaltern Dalits, who do
not get into elite
universities.”

When asked if one ceas-
es to be subaltern as they
start entering elite aca-
demic spaces, she said,
“Yes, they do, although
they certainly don’t stop
being people of Dalit ori-
gin, who should use their
privilege to help the subal-
tern Dalits.”

She continued, “As far
as subalternity is con-
cerned: our sustained posi-
tion has been that subalter-
nity must be destroyed and
made more generalizable
as citizenship. I do regret
that Subaltern Studies,
which is a historiographi-
cal endeavour, does not

Meanwhile, Mr. Kumar
has been using quotes
from Du Bois’s works to ar-
gue against the dismissal of
subaltern voices due to re-
quirements of “syntactical
obedience”, even as the in-
cident has pushed some
scholars to question if sub-
altern voices are heard at
all when they do speak up
— pointing to one of Ms.
Spivak’s most-read essays
“Can the Subaltern
Speak?”

Responding to this dis-
course, Ms. Spivak said,

Student did not identify himself as Dalit: Spivak on row over JNU seminar
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Videos showed Gayatri Spivak interrupting a student over his

pronunciation of sociologist W.E.B Du Bois’s name. FILE PHOTO



Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said on Friday
that the Opposition INDIA
bloc would win all the 27 Lok
Sabha seats in Uttar Pradesh
that are going to polls in the
sixth and seventh phases. In
Lucknow on the eve of the
polling in the sixth phase, he
said the BJP’s “farewell” in

Uttar Pradesh is certain in the
2024 Lok Sabha election. He
said that the BJP’s graph has
gone down in the five phases
of polls held so far, and the
party will be completely
wiped out from Purvanchal.
“The manner in which the
Samajwadi-PDA family, along
with the INDIA bloc, is
destroying the BJP, clearly
shows that the INDIA alliance
is going to create history by
winning 27 out of the 27 Lok
Sabha seats in the sixth and
seventh phases of elections
(in U.P.),” he said. PTI

INDIA bloc will
win remaining
27 U.P. seats: SP
�

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
addressing a meeting in
Pratapgarh. FILE PHOTO
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The Congress
and the INDI

alliance partners are
making desperate
attempts to spread
confusion among
Muslims and Dalits

RAMDAS ATHAWALE
Union Minister

The PM’s post is
an institution.

Modi occupies an
important position. But
there is no need to take
cognisance of what he is
speaking in poll rallies

SHARAD PAWAR
NCP-Sharadchandra Pawar chief

Congress general secretary
K.C. Venugopal hit out at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday, accusing
the Bharatiya Janata Party-
led government at the
Centre of not standing with
the people of Himachal
Pradesh when a relentless
monsoon last year brought
the hill State to its knees.

Mr. Venugopal, address-
ing a press conference in
Shimla, said the BJP’s indif-
ference towards the people
of Himachal Pradesh, in-
cluding its apple farmers,
and disregard for other
burning issues will ensure
its defeat.

He also alleged that the
Prime Minister was resort-
ing to low-level attacks that
were far removed from
real issues, and involved in
propaganda against Oppo-
sition parties, which clear-
ly re�ected his realisation
that the BJP was not com-
ing to power again.

Mr. Venugopal also
blamed the BJP for at-
tempting to destabilise and
topple the Congress go-

vernment in Himachal Pra-
desh through unconstitu-
tional means such as
money and muscle power.

Meanwhile, in Chandi-
garh, Congress general se-
cretary (communication)
Jairam Ramesh said the IN-
DIA bloc was headed for a
clear and decisive
mandate.

“History is repeating it-
self after 20 years, and just
like the Congress-led al-
liance stormed to power
then, it will storm to power
this time also,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

On the Opposition’s
prime ministerial face, he
said once the INDIA bloc
got majority, the Prime Mi-
nister would be appointed
within days.

PM deserted people
of Himachal in hour
of need: Venugopal 

K.C. Venugopal

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

T
he BJP has asked the Supreme Court
to urgently intervene against an
injunction issued by the Calcutta High

Court against publishing “derogatory” and
“slanderous” advertisements against the
Trinamool Congress till June 4, the day Lok
Sabha election results are announced.

The BJP said the interim injunction order
was passed by a Single Judge Bench of the
High Court ex parte, without giving it a
chance to be heard.

Moreover, the party has raised the
question in the Supreme Court whether a
political rival could approach the High Court
simultaneously and get a freeze order in the
midst of an election when the Election
Commission is already seized of the issue and
has issued notice to the BJP to respond.

“The issue is pending before the Election
Commission, which by virtue of Article 324
read with Article 329 of the Constitution, has
the authority to take appropriate action
against any party that violates the Model
Code of Conduct,” the BJP argued in its
special leave petition �led through advocate
Sidhesh Shirish Kotwal.

The petition was mentioned before a
Vacation Bench headed by Justice Bela M.
Trivedi by senior advocate Saurabh Mishra on
Friday. However, Justice Trivedi advised Mr.
Mishra to try their luck before the next
Vacation Bench of the court.

The Trinamool had �led written
complaints about advertisements of four days
on May 4, 5, 10 and 12.

The BJP said the actions of the Trinamool
were “overzealous”. The EC had issued
show-cause notice on May 18, directing the
BJP to �le a response by May 21.

However, the Trinamool also approached
the High Court on May 20.

“The Single Judge, despite observing that
the EC is seized of the issue and a show-cause
notice has been issued, proceeded to pass a
blanket interim order which is in the nature
of a �nal order, thereby restraining the
petitioner from further continuing with the
publication of the allegedly o�ending
advertisements till June 4 or until further
orders,” the BJP petition submitted.

BJP moves SC
after HC bars
ads targeting
Trinamool

The BJP has told the Supreme Court that the issue is
pending before the Election Commission. AFP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A
mid hectic cam-
paigning for the
Lok Sabha elec-

tion, Kalipada Soren, a
Santhali writer, loves to
talk about his books. Mr.
Soren, the Trinamool Con-
gress candidate from Jhar-
gram, which is voting on
Saturday, has 31 works to
his name in Santhali lan-
guage. He was awarded the
Sahitya Akademi Award in
2022 for his contribution
to education and
literature.

His works, which in-
clude plays, poems, and
prose, have brought him
several laurels, including
the Banga Bibhusan, the
highest civilian award gi-
ven by the West Bengal go-
vernment, earlier this year.
Mr. Soren, who goes by the
pen name Kherwal Soren,
not only writes but also
acts in his plays.

“I started writing at a ve-
ry early age. The idea be-
hind writing was to high-
light the issues faced by the
tribal community, particu-
larly social ills such as su-
perstition,” Mr. Soren said.

The 70-year-old candi-
date, who is contesting his
�rst election, puts a lot of
emphasis on education be-

cause he believes only edu-
cation can transform the
lives of people from the
Scheduled Tribes (ST).

Photographs of Pandit
Raghunath Murmu, the
Santhali writer who is cre-
dited with the develop-
ment of the Al-Chiki script,
are found across Mr. So-
ren’s two-storey house in
Jhargram town. 

Despite people and pol-
itical leaders visiting him
on a Sunday morning, he
ensures that his daughters
do not skip tuition amid
the buzz.

Along with superstition,
Mr. Soren has highlighted
practices such as witch-
craft and has spoken

against prevalence of alco-
hol abuse, particularly
among the youth of the
community, in his election
campaign.

Jhargram, which falls
under West Bengal’s Jan-
galmahal region, had once
been the hotbed of vio-
lence between the Com-
munist Party of India
(Maoists) and security forc-
es. Recalling the years of
violence when he was an
employee of the State Bank
of India, Mr. Soren credits
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee for restoring peace
in the region.

The writer said he had
never thought of contest-
ing any election till, a few

months ago, Ms. Banerjee
told him to. “I see this tick-
et to contest the Lok Sabha
election as an opportunity
to work for the people of
the community and
achieve what I was trying
to highlight through my
writings,” the Santhali wri-
ter said.

Focus on health
Jhargram is a seat reserved
for ST candidates and like
the Trinamool, the BJP too
has �elded a new candi-
date, Pranat Tudu.

The 46-year-old anaes-
thetist, who resigned from
service at the Jhargram
Medical College and Hospi-
tal, has been focusing on

health and education in his
election campaign.

“We need to upgrade
the medical college and en-
sure that there is a trauma
care centre and a burn un-
it,” Dr. Tudu said. The BJP
candidate has promised a
Navodaya Vidyalaya to pro-
mote education in the re-
gion and bring in indus-
tries so that youth can get
jobs.

Dr. Tudu, who had to
approach the Calcutta
High Court so that he be
permitted to resign from
government service to con-
test the election, was given
ticket after the BJP decided
to drop sitting MP Kunar
Hembram. In 2019, Mr.

Hembram defeated the Tri-
namool’s Birbaha Soren by
a margin of less than
12,000 votes. 

Among several election
issues in West Bengal, wild
elephants dominate the
campaign in Jhargram. Hu-
man-elephant con�ict has
emerged as a major chal-
lenge in the region over the
past several years. 

The Hindu saw that in
the �elds outside Lodhash-
uli forest, next to the road
connecting Jhargram town
to the National Highway, a
large tusker was surround-
ed by a group of people
who were trying to poke
the elephant with sticks
even as it angrily blew dust
to scare them away.

Barun Mahato, who is
contesting as an Indepen-
dent candidate from the
seat, said at least four per-
sons have sustained inju-
ries in elephant attacks
since the election was
announced.

Wildlife experts have
described south Bengal as
the epicentre of human-
elephant con�ict.

Mr. Mahato, who in his
campaign has also de-
manded the inclusion of
Kurmis in the ST category,
said the con�ict is assum-
ing new proportions in the
region with every passing
day but mainstream politi-
cal parties have not ad-
dressed it.

Trinamool candidate Kalipada Soren and, right, BJP candidate Pranat Tudu with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT, ANI

The constituency in the Jangalmahal region of West Bengal is going to the polls today; it is witnessing a direct contest between Trinamool Congress’s

Kalipada Soren, a Sahitya Akademi Award-winning author, and the BJP’s Pranat Tudu, a doctor who quit his government job to contest the election 

GROUND REPORT

An author has the script, a doctor his
prescription for Jhargram’s progress 

Shiv Sahay Singh
JHARGRAM

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) president Chirag
Paswan on Friday paid a
“courtesy visit” to fellow NDA
partner and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, who
heads the JD(U). Mr. Paswan,
who has reconciled with the
State’s longest-serving CM
after having fought him

bitterly, which led to a brief
rupture in the JD(U)’s ties with
BJP, told mediapersons after
the meeting that he discussed
the campaign for the ongoing
election with Mr. Kumar.

“It was a courtesy meeting
in a relaxed atmosphere with
just two more phases of Lok
Sabha polls to go. I have
campaigned for JD(U)
candidates in many seats. I
shared my reading of the
situation there and he also
enquired how those fighting
on my party’s tickets were
doing,” said Mr. Paswan. PTI

Chirag pays
‘courtesy visit’
to Nitish Kumar
�
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday slammed
the Congress, calling it
“weak” and accusing it of
failing to keep its promises
in Himachal Pradesh,
where the party is in pow-
er. Mr. Modi said people in
the State understood the
signi�cance of a “strong”
and “resilient”
government.

“Modi will never let you
face adversity. During the
weak governance of the
Congress, Pakistan would
often challenge us, but un-
der Modi’s strong leader-
ship, India asserted itself.
Modi declared that India
will no longer beg in front
of the world, we will �ght
our own battles, and in-
deed, India struck back
when it was attacked,” he
said. 

The Prime Minister,
who addressed public
meetings in the hill State
where the four seats will
vote on June 1, said the
Congress had neglected

the border areas of India.
“They didn’t build roads in
border States because they
feared that enemies might
in�ltrate through those
roads. Unlike Congress,
Modi has invested many
times more to build roads
and infrastructure. Today,
hundreds of kilometres of
roads have been construct-
ed along the border,” he
said.

“Congress deceived the
people of Himachal Pra-
desh with plenty of lies
and false promises to gain

power. The people of Hi-
machal trusted them, but
the promises were not ful-
�lled,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
the country was on the
verge of rejecting the Con-
gress for the third consecu-
tive time. “The nation has
witnessed �ve phases of
election and it is certain
that the BJP-NDA govern-
ment is going to be formed
again. Himachal will make
it a hat-trick with the BJP
winning four seats and the
Congress zero,” he said.

Modi calls Cong. weak, says
people in Himachal know
the value of a ‘strong’ govt. 
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP candidate Kangana Ranaut
during a public meeting in Mandi, Himachal Pradesh, on Friday. PTI

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik on Friday
said he was in good health
and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders were
spreading lies about him.

Mr. Patnaik’s statement
came in the wake of a no-
holds-barred attack by the
BJP leaders, who raised
concerns about his health,
age, and ability to make in-
dependent decisions, es-
pecially questioning his
overdependence on his
former private secretary
V.K. Pandian.

“There is a limit to the
amount of lies the BJP can
tell. As you can see I am in
very good health and have
been campaigning all over
the State for months,” Mr.
Patnaik said during his
campaign on Friday.

Responding to the Op-
position’s criticism, Mr.
Pandian said, “I only hope
that the BJP comes with in-
novative ideas instead of
talking about something
which is non-existent. It is
very unfortunate, below
the belt.” 

BJP spreading
lies about my
health, says
Odisha CM

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

Hitting out at the INDIA bloc,
BJP chief J.P. Nadda alleged
that the “ghamandia” alliance
is against the Dalits, tribals
and backwards because it
wants to rob the reservation
of these sections and appease
Muslims. He said the alliance
is “anti-Sanatan” and
“anti-national”. PTI

Nadda: arrogant
alliance against
Dalits, tribals
�



A sessions court in Mumbai on Friday
pronounced death sentence to Parvez Tak for the
murder of actor Laila Khan and �ve others of her
family. On May 9, Judge Sachin Balvant Pawar
had held Tak guilty for the murders and
destruction of evidence among other o�ences
under the Indian Penal Code. The judge said that
the case falls under the category of rarest of rare.
A resident of Kashmir, Tak was arrested on July 8,
2012, on the charges of murdering Ms. Khan, her
elder sister Azmina, twin siblings Zara and
Imran, cousin Reshma and mother Shelina. 

Death penalty for Parvez Tak
in Laila Khan murder case
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Lord Krishna told Arjuna that the mind is the root cause of
everything and must be controlled. Arjuna doubted
whether it was possible to bring the mind under control
because of its �ckleness. 

It will churn and stir the faculties, cannot be controlled
by introspection, and is involved and immersed in worldly
things. It is as di�cult as restraining a strong wind with
such things as a fragile fan.

Valayapettai Sri Ramachariar said in a discourse that
Lord Krishna replied through two verses (Chapter VI slo-
kas 35 and 36) that the mind could be controlled by con-
stant practice of yoga and by detachment and desires (Ab-
hyasam and Vairagyam).

Arjuna raised the question of what would happen to a
person who discontinued yoga after starting the practice.
What way does he go? Does he not perish like a small piece
of cloud riven from a large mass of cloud without reaching
another mass? Has he not lost his way, who has just begun
to traverse the path leading to Brahman? 

Sri Krishna replied to Arjuna that any good deed under-
taken by a person will not fail to yield bene�ts. He who has
drifted away from yoga practice will, after enjoying the be-
ne�ts of swarga loka, be born into a family of pure who
practice yoga. 

Krishna replies to Arjuna 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Six pilgrims, a woman and a minor girl among
them, were killed and 20 injured when a truck
rammed into the minibus they were travelling on
in Haryana’s Ambala early on Friday morning.
The police said the driver of the truck was on the
run. The passengers of the minibus hailed from
Uttar Pradesh’s Bulandshahr and were on their
way to the Mata Vaishno Devi shrine in Jammu.
“The truck, moving erratically, swerved sharply
to the right while the minibus tried to overtake it,
hitting it in the process,” a passenger said. A case
has been registered on charges of culpable
homicide not amounting to murder and for rash
driving at the Parao Ambala Cantonment police
station.

6 pilgrims killed, 20 injured as
truck hits minibus in Ambala 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Dr. X)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Class century with absolute self-confidence in test (8)

5 Roast meat made on vacation with starter of ravioli (6)

10 Picture of beau at rave, cuddling lady (7)

11 Nymphs in lingerie outside entrance to nightclub (7)

12 One seen in bathroom with female, drunk (5)

13 Let's honour hospital sta� - too fantastic (4,3,2)

14 Day-to-day expenses of training for marathons? (7,5)

18 Partly separated from terrible cheat, crushed by
revolting misdeed (12)

21 Girl abandons inhibitions finally in secluded retreat -
getting rubber (9)

23 Thousand on road in America for race (5)

24 Altogether fascinated by short story (2,5)

25 European commission ignoring England's latest issue
(7)

26 Restrain director probing alien contraption (6)

27 Sad and tense about getting sanctioned (8)

Down
1 Cold and cough essentially, aristocrat's isolated (3,3)

2 Trip over a boy's small drum (6)

3 Younger daughter, excited to eat hot dog (9)

4 Blunder to hug a male, drunk and disorderly (5-3-6)

6 Increase in commotion about heartless despot (3,2)

7 Guy provided fancy set for show (8)

8 Wrong! Press one for answer (8)

9 What podiatrist might be doing without hesitation for
economising (7,7)

15 Defeat in start of contest? Hell, team's terrible (9)

16 Escorting woman in posh club (8)

17 Gave gift hamper, mainly clothes (8)

19 Student bunking school, throwing tantrum endlessly (6)

20 Take o� clothes finally in naughty dance (6)

22 Invest, it helps to save tax (5)

14184

SCAN TO PLAY

C
yclonic storm “Re-
mal”, originating in
the central Bay of

Bengal, is expected to in-
tensify into a severe cy-
clonic storm by Saturday. 

According to the latest
input of the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD),
the storm is likely to cross
the coast between Sagar Is-
land of West Bengal and
Khepupara of Bangladesh
around 6 p.m. of Sunday
with a wind speed of 110-
120 kmph, gusting to 135
kmph.

The Indian Coast Guard
said on Friday that the cy-
clone is likely to make
landfall near the West Ben-
gal coast and the situation
is being actively moni-
tored. Comprehensive pre-
emptive measures to en-
sure minimal loss of life
and property at sea have
been initiated.

According to the IMD,
the well-marked low pres-
sure area over west-central
and adjoining south Bay of
Bengal concentrated into a
depression and lay centred
at 5.30 a.m. on Friday over
central Bay of Bengal. 

“It is very likely to conti-
nue to move north-east-
wards and intensify further
into a cyclonic storm over
east-central Bay of Bengal
by May 25 morning. Subse-
quently, it would move
nearly northwards, intensi-
fy into a severe cyclonic
storm by May 25 night,” the
bulletin said.

Maritime safety
Coordination e�orts are
underway with State admi-
nistrations and stakehol-
ders to facilitate a synchro-
nised response to potential
contingencies arising from
the cyclonic storm, the
Coast Guard said in a state-
ment. 

To ensure the safety of
maritime tra�c, the Coast
Guard’s remote operating
stations at Haldia and Para-
dip are broadcasting regu-
lar and multilingual VHF
(very high frequency)
alerts, advising transit mer-
chant mariners to take ne-
cessary precautions. 

“Additionally, Coast
Guard ships and aircraft
are conducting surveil-
lance along the projected
path of the cyclonic storm
to provide timely assis-
tance and support,” it ad-
ded. Given the location of
likely landfall, the Coast
Guard has also noti�ed the
Bangladesh Coast Guard
asking them to undertake

necessary preparations
and disseminate alerts to
their �shermen and mer-
chant vessels. Nine disaster
relief teams have been po-
sitioned at strategic loca-
tions, including Haldia, Pa-
radip, Gopalpur, and
Frazerganj.

A study by the Council
on Energy, Environment
and Water (CEEW) analys-
ing the occurrence of trop-
ical cyclones over the last
�ve decades found that the
districts on the eastern
coast of India are highly ex-
posed to the impacts of cy-
clones. 

Vishwas Chitale, senior
programme lead at CEEW,
said, “The government has
been strengthening the
adaptive capacity of local
stakeholders to reduce the
degree of the loss through
initiatives like the National
Cyclone Risk Mitigation
Project (NCRMP). Our re-
search indicates that 100%
of the population exposed
to cyclones now has access
to early warning systems.”
He added that building on
the success of reducing cy-
clone-related fatalities, In-
dia needs to develop fra-
meworks to climate-proof
critical infrastructure.

Cyclone Remal likely to make
landfall near Bengal tomorrow

West Bengal disaster management personnel make safety

announcements ahead of the arrival of Cyclone Remal. PTI

The severe storm will cross coast between Sagar Island of Bengal and Khepupara of Bangladesh,

says IMD; Coast Guard puts in place pre-emptive measures to ensure minimal loss of life

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar said the Minis-
try received a request from
the Karnataka government
only on May 21 to impound
the passport of Janata Dal
(S) MP Prajwal Revanna,
who �ed to Germany last
month amid allegations of
sexual assault.

In an interview, Mr.
Jaishankar clari�ed the
procedural aspects, say-
ing, “To impound a pass-
port is governed by an act
called the Passport Act. We
need a judicial court or a
police request to do so.
The MEA got this request
from Karnataka only on
May 21.”

Mr. Jaishankar said the
External A�airs Ministry
acted promptly upon re-
ceiving the request. 

“We immediately acted
on it. On 23rd of May... we
have to follow a certain
procedure and the proce-
dure is initiated,” he
added.

Asked about the Con-
gress government’s accusa-
tions against the BJP of
shielding Mr. Prajwal, the
Minister said, “They did
not take the �rst step... I
mean, he’s not the �rst
case where impounding a
passport is taking place.”

Got Karnataka
request on
May 21, says
Jaishankar

Asian News International
NEW DELHI

The Calcutta High Court on
Friday ordered an interim
stay on the investigation
being carried out by the
Kolkata Police against
three employees of the Raj
Bhavan in connection with
the allegations of sexual
harassment against West
Bengal Governor C.V.
Ananda Bose. 

The police had regis-
tered a case against the
employees, one of them an
o�cer on special duty, for
allegedly wrongfully res-
training the complainant
from leaving the Raj Bha-
van premises on May 2, af-
ter the alleged molestation
incident.

The next hearing is on
June 10.

The woman employee
�led a complaint on May 2
at the Hare Street police
station in Kolkata alleging
that she was sexually ha-
rassed by Mr. Bose.

Following the com-
plaint, the Governor issued
an order banning the entry
of the police and Minister
of State for Finance Chan-
drima Bhattacharya into
the Raj Bhavan. 

Article 361 of the Consti-
tution grants immunity to
the Governor against any
criminal proceedings.

Calcutta HC
orders interim
stay in Raj
Bhavan case

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

A vacation in Kashmir in
the middle of the election
season has left a Jaipur cou-
ple scarred from injuries
sustained in a militant at-
tack, but they are on the
road to recovery with a lit-
tle help from the Army
authorities and the Rajas-
than government.

Sunny Khan and Farha
Khan had set o� for the Val-
ley on May 13 along with a
group of 50-odd holidayers
from Jaipur. The couple,
who are in the real estate
business, travelled with
their two young children —
daughter Humaira and son
Haider.

The tour group spent
the �fth day frolicking in
the snow in Anantnag on
May 18 and planned to cap
it o� with a dinner at a re-
sort in Pahalgam. They
came under �re from assai-
lants from a distance of
about 15-20 feet just after
they had alighted from a

van. Mr. Sunny Khan and
Ms. Farha were both hit by
bullets, one grazing his
nose and a�ecting his eyes,
and another piercing her
shoulder.

“Haider was the last to
get out of the van. Sudden-
ly some of the members
screamed. They saw two
persons with guns. A bullet
grazed the bridge of Sun-
ny’s nose. Farha grabbed
Haider and ran for safety
but was shot on her shoul-
der,” Arif Pathan, Mr. Sun-

ny Khan’s elder brother,
told The Hindu. Rushed to
the Army’s 92 Base Hospi-
tal in Srinagar, Ms. Farha
got a shoulder implant.
The Army doctors found
her husband’s right eye ful-
ly damaged and suggested
that he be taken to Sankara
Nethralaya in Chennai.

CM’s assurance 
The Rajasthan government
swung into action, with
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma approving a �nan-

cial assistance of ₹1 lakh
each to the couple from the
Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund. Mr. Sharma spoke
over the phone with Mr.
Sunny Khan and inquired
about his well-being, assur-
ing him that he would be
provided with all possible
assistance until full
recovery.

“The Chief Minister
strongly condemned the
terrorist attack and added
that under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment, the courage of the
terrorists has been com-
pletely defeated, and the
attacks in Shopian [on the
same day, May 18] and Pa-
halgam are a result of their
panic,” the Rajasthan go-
vernment said in a state-
ment. Mr. Sunny Khan
checked into Sankara Neth-
ralaya on Thursday, where
doctors examined him and
said they would try to res-
tore sight in the left eye.

Ms. Farha has returned
to Jaipur to continue her
treatment.

Kashmir vacation turns horror story
for Jaipur couple after militant attack
R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

Sunny and Farha Khan with their children a few hours before they

were attacked by gunmen in Anantnag. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The death toll in the chem-
ical factory blast in Maha-
rashtra’s Thane district on
Thursday rose to 10 with
the discovery of three
more bodies from the site,
o�cials said on Friday.

The Thane Crime
Branch Police apprehend-
ed two owners of Amudan
Chemical Private Ltd. —
Malti Pradeep Mehta and
Malay Pradeep Mehta. 

The accused have been
booked for culpable homi-
cide (Section 304) and un-
der Sections of the Indian
Penal Code concerning ex-
plosive substances and ha-
zardous chemicals. 

Sixty-eight people sus-
tained injuries in the blast. 

“Forty-two of the in-
jured have been dis-
charged, while 26 remain
admitted. Of them, 12 are
in the ICU,” hospital auth-
orities said. 

Death toll 
in chemical
factory blast
rises to 10

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Six more deaths
reported in
Rajasthan

JAIPUR

Six more deaths due to

suspected heatstroke were

reported in Rajasthan, where

temperatures hit 49 degrees

Celsius, o�icials said on Friday,

as many parts of the State

remained gripped by severe

heat. Five deaths due to

suspected heatstroke were

reported on Thursday. PTI

More than a dozen people
have died due to heat-
stroke or heat-induced ill-
nesses in Gujarat as a sev-
ere heatwave with
temperatures ranging from
45 degrees Celsius to 47 de-
grees Celsius sweeps
through the State. Three
persons died in Ahmeda-
bad on Friday. 

Deaths have also been
reported in Vadodara, Su-
rat, Jamnagar, Rajkot, and
Morbi over the past week. 

The cause of deaths has
been reported as either
heatstroke or heat-related
illness, or heart attack.  

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department has issued
a red alert for heatwave
conditions till May 27
across the State.  

On Thursday, Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel urged citizens to take
precautions against heat-
wave and not venture out
from 10 a.m to 6 p.m., and

keep themselves hydrated.  
The Opposition Con-

gress has written to the
Chief Minister to declare a
compensation of ₹4 lakh
for the next of kin of the
deceased. 

“We have seen reports
of deaths... yet the govern-
ment has not made any
statement about it. The go-
vernment must declare
their families would be gi-
ven compensation,” Guja-
rat Congress spokesperson
Manish Doshi said. 

Heatwave kills more than a
dozen in Gujarat in a week
Mahesh Langa
AHMEDABAD

Hydration e�ort: A volunteer distributes buttermilk to an

autorickshaw driver in Surat on Thursday. ANI
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MARKET WATCH

FRIDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 75,410 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -0.01

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddd 83.10 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.22

Goldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 72,650 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -1.22

Brent oilddddddddddddddddddddddddd 82.10 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.46

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3384.95. . . . . . . . . . -2.35

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1416.10. . . . . . . . -27.25

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5914.35. . . . . . . . -55.70

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2874.75. . . . . . . . -29.00

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1174.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.75

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8948.20. . . . . . . . -15.25

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1601.70. . . . . . . . . . -6.75

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6836.90. . . . . . . . . . 10.25

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1388.50. . . . . . . . . . 14.45

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 654.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.65

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5240.70. . . . . . . . -40.45

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1486.45. . . . . . . . . . -2.70

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 501.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.70

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4122.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.40

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5865.75. . . . . . . . -31.95

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4880.95. . . . . . . . . . 28.10

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2441.00. . . . . . . . -12.80

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1345.20. . . . . . . . . . -8.35

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1517.20. . . . . . . . . . 24.60

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 565.10. . . . . . . . . . -0.55

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5118.30. . . . . . . . -26.90

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 673.25. . . . . . . . . . -3.55

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2369.05. . . . . . . . -13.45

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1131.95. . . . . . . . . . -2.55

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1441.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.95

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1465.10. . . . . . . . . . -7.30

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 436.20. . . . . . . . . . -5.15

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 908.65. . . . . . . . . . -8.35

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1703.45. . . . . . . . . . -5.60

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3625.90. . . . . . . . . . 40.50

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4839.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.45

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2579.75. . . . . . . . -29.45

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 13000.45. . . . . . . . . . 65.55

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2467.75. . . . . . . . . . -6.40

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 374.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.65

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 283.25. . . . . . . . . . -0.20

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 318.80. . . . . . . . . . -1.10

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2960.50. . . . . . . . -11.60

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1436.25. . . . . . . . -10.55

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 828.60. . . . . . . . . . -3.50

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2397.50. . . . . . . . . . -2.95

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1486.70. . . . . . . . . . -8.40

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1098.25. . . . . . . . -19.70

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 960.55. . . . . . . . . . -1.80

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 174.85. . . . . . . . . . -0.65

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3849.50. . . . . . . . -43.95

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1321.75. . . . . . . . -15.75

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3412.40. . . . . . . . -39.65

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 10231.10. . . . . . . . . . 60.55

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 463.65. . . . . . . . . . -2.15

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on May 24

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 82.90. . . . . . . . . . 83.22

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.85. . . . . . . . . . 90.20

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 105.43. . . . . . . . 105.85

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 52.82. . . . . . . . . . 53.03

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.44. . . . . . . . . . 11.49

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 90.60. . . . . . . . . . 90.96

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.40. . . . . . . . . . 61.64

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.44. . . . . . . . . . 60.68

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 17.59. . . . . . . . . . 17.67

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 54.84. . . . . . . . . . 55.06

Source:Indian Bank

Indian Overseas Bank has drawn up plans to set
up 88 new branches across India in this �nancial
year, Managing Director and CEO Ajay Kumar
Srivastava said. The bank, under its expansion
drive recently, inaugurated a new branch in
Nagapattinam and its 126th ATM in Puducherry.
Inaugurating the 3,240th branch of the bank at
the medical college in Nagapattinam, he
highlighted the bank’s aggressive plans, the
lender said in a release here on Friday. PTI

IOB aims to open 88 new
branches in FY24-25: MD 

INBRIEF
�

Sundram Fasteners reported Q4 consolidated net
pro�t rose 5.5% to ₹134.41 crore from ₹127.47
crore in the year-earlier period. Total revenue
grew marginally to ₹1,477.70 crore, as compared
with ₹1,451.46 crore in the same period of last
year. The Board declared a second interim
dividend of ₹4.17 per share, which, together with
the �rst interim dividend of ₹2.68 per share paid
in November 2023, would amount to a total
dividend of ₹6.85 per share for FY24.

Sundram Fasteners Q4 PAT
rises 5.5% to ₹134.41 crore 

Manappuram Finance reported a
better-than-expected fourth-quarter pro�t on
Friday, helped by strong loan growth at both its
gold and non-gold segments. The company’s
consolidated net pro�t attributable to owners of
the parent rose about 36% to ₹5.62 billion for the
three months ended March 31, above analysts’
expectations of ₹5.59 billion, according to LSEG
data. Pick-up consumer spending has kept loan
growth strong despite high interest rates. REUTERS

Manappuram Finance beats
Q4 pro�t view on loan growth

Shriram Life Insurance has
reported a pro�t after tax
of ₹158 crore for the �nan-

cial year ended March 31.
The company registered

a PAT of ₹156 crore in FY23. 
Total business premium

for FY24 grew by 62% to

₹1,871 crore. Individual
new business premium
grew by 39% to ₹938 crore,
as per a statement.

Assets Under Manage-

ment in FY24 rose to
₹11,282 crore, a growth of
25%. The �rm reported a
claim-settlement ratio of
98% for individual policies.

Shriram Life FY24 PAT increases a tad to ₹158 crore
Press Trust of India

T
he Finance Minis-
try has �agged geo-
political tensions

and volatile global com-
modity prices, especially
of petroleum products, as
“substantial multi-frontal
challenges” to the econo-
my, but noted that positive
indications for the farm
sector from a normal mon-
soon should “�rewall” In-
dia against such adverse
pressures and also help
food prices and retail in�a-
tion to ease.

While retail in�ation
touched an 11-month low of

4.83% in April, food in�a-
tion was 8.7%, the highest
in four months. The minis-
try said the future in�ation
path would be shaped by
several elements, includ-

ing the upcoming rabi har-
vest that should cool wheat
and chana prices, and the
predicted normal mon-
soon, which should bolster
food production.

Asserting the economy
closed FY24 “strongly”
with growth “surpassing
market expectations”, the
ministry said in its eco-
nomic review that “early
indicators suggest a contin-
uation of the momentum”
in the �rst quarter of this
year, with metrics such as
employment, price stabili-
ty and �scal management
improving in a “mutually
reinforcing” manner.

‘Bu�ers as enabler’
Apart from improved farm
output, the ministry also
pointed to “macro-eco-
nomic bu�ers nurtured
and strengthened during

the post-COVID manage-
ment of the economy” as
an enabler to help the eco-
nomy navigate geopolitical
tumult and turbulent glo-
bal commodity prices
“reasonably smoothly”.

The ministry asserted
that investment activity re-
mains expansive and con-
sumption is being pro-
pelled by consistent
growth in urban demand
and a resurgence in rural
demand. “For the �rst time
in �ve quarters, rural fast
moving consumer goods
demand growth outpaced
urban growth,” it said
about trends between Ja-
nuary and March this year.

‘Oil poses risk, farm sector to �rewall’ 
Finance Ministry �ags geopolitical tensions and volatile global commodity prices as ‘substantial multi-frontal challenges’ to

economy; says early indicators suggest a continuation of growth momentum in the �rst quarter of the current �scal year

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ashok Leyland Ltd. report-
ed standalone fourth-quar-
ter net pro�t grew 20% to
₹900 crore from ₹751 crore
in the year-earlier period.

Revenue from opera-
tions declined 3% to
₹11,266.69 crore.

Net pro�t almost dou-
bled to ₹2,618 crore in
FY24. Revenue from opera-
tions rose 6% to ₹38,367
crore with contributions
from all business verticals.

“We continue to be opti-
mistic about industry pros-
pects in the short to medi-
um terms backed by
anticipated robust growth
in the Indian economy,”

Chairman Dheeraj Hinduja
said in a statement.

Meanwhile the compa-
ny announced the appoint-
ment of K. M Balaji as Chief
Financial O�cer. Gopal
Mahadevan, currently CFO
and Whole Time Director,
will continue to be asso-
ciated with Ashok Leyland
as Director – Strategic Fi-
nance and M&A.

Ashok Leyland Q4 net
rises 20% to ₹900 cr. 

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Aditya Birla Group’s metal
�agship Hindalco Indus-
tries on Friday reported a
31.6% rise in consolidated
net pro�t at ₹3,174 crore for
the March quarter, on the
back of stronger margins
and volumes across alumi-
nium and copper business
segments.

The company had post-
ed a net pro�t of ₹2,411
crore in the year-earlier pe-
riod, Hindalco said in a �l-
ing with the BSE. 

Total income during the
quarter under review rose

to ₹56,356 crore over
₹56,209 crore in the year-
earlier period.

Hindalco concluded the
year with very strong re-
sults across all business
segments. This was a clear
testament to its strategic
focus on value-added pro-
ducts and margin improve-
ment, Managing Director
Satish Pai said.

Hindalco Q4 net rises
32% to ₹3,174 crore 
on stronger margins

‘Hindalco Industries
concluded the year
with very strong
results across all
business segments’ 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Zee Entertainment Enter-
prises Ltd. (ZEEL) has
sought a termination fee of
₹90 million from the Sony
Group for calling o� the
$10-billion merger deal in
January this year.

The company has
sought termination fee
from two Sony Group enti-
ties — Sony Pictures Net-
works India (SPNI), now
known as Culver Max En-
tertainment, and Bangla
Entertainment (BEPL), ac-
cording to a regulatory �l-
ing from Zee Entertain-
ment Enterprises on
Thursday.

Zee demands 
$90-million
termination
fee from Sony 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Biocon has signed an ex-
clusive licensing and sup-
ply deal with South Korean
pharma �rm Handok for
commercialisation of
chronic weight manage-
ment drug Liraglutide in
the East Asian country.
The announcement saw
the Bengaluru-based bio-
pharmaceutical �rm’s
shares touch a 52-week in-
traday high of ₹330.95 on
the BSE on Friday.

Biocon will undertake
development, manufactur-
ing and supply of the drug
product, while Handok
will be responsible for ob-
taining regulatory appro-
val and commercialisation
in South Korean market. 

Biocon ties up
with Handok
for weight loss
drug in Korea

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Tata Motors-owned Jaguar
Land Rover will start pro-
ducing the Range Rover
and Range Rover Sport in
India, marking a �rst for
their iconic models to be
rolled out from a country
outside of the U.K.

Till now, the two models
are being produced only in
JLR’s Solihull plant in the
U.K. and exported to 121
markets globally, including
India. Prices of the two
models are set to come
down in the range of 18-
22% with the local produc-
tion. The company already
assembles Range Rover Ve-
lar, Range Rover Evoque,
Jaguar F-PACE and Discov-
ery Sport in Pune.

JLR to make
Range Rover,
Range Rover
Sport in India 

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

With almost 85% informal
labour generating more
than half of the GDP, India
requires a structural shift
towards structured and
formal employment, said
the Indian Sta�ng Federa-
tion (ISF), the apex body
representing the country’s
contract-sta�ng industry,

‘‘The plight of lower-in-
come and semi-skilled
workers underscores the
pressing need for concert-
ed action,” said ISF ED
Suchita Dutta 

“Income inequality and
rising poverty levels serve
as stark reminders of the
challenges we face.”

It was imperative to in-
itiate a structural shift to-

wards formalisation to en-
sure equitable
opportunities and sustain-
able livelihoods for all.

The apex body also un-
veiled a blueprint for for-
malisation of informal
workforce and implemen-
tation of labour codes in
the country.

As per the document,
ISF was going beyond stop-
gap solutions, inviting in-
clusion through formalisa-
tion in the labour market. 

India’s 400-mn casual
labour market needs
a structural shift: ISF 

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Even as overall job oppor-
tunities in the I-T sector de-
clined by 3.6% nationwide,
openings gained traction
in technology hubs Benga-
luru and Hyderabad that
saw a growth of 24% and
41.5%, respectively, during
April, as per a report.

As per data from In-
deed, job postings in the IT
sector have risen by 41.5%
in Hyderabad and 24% in
Bengaluru, highlighting
the growing prominence of
these cities as top destina-
tions for IT professionals.

There has also been a
signi�cant growth in job
clicks, with 161% rise in job
seeker interest in Hydera-

bad and 80% in Bengaluru.

‘Oveall decrease’
Overall, there has been a
decrease in IT job oppor-
tunities nationally, with job
postings declining by 3.6%,
indicating tech companies
are being cautious in hiring
due to the uncertain global
economic climate.

The report is based on
data related to job postings

and job clicks on Indeed’s
platform in April com-
pared with that of the cor-
responding month in 2023.

The rise in top �ve job
postings are for skills in
analysis, agile, APIs, java-
script and SQL.

“Software and IT posi-
tions seem to be highly
sought after, not just by
those currently working in
the �eld but also by indivi-
duals looking for new ca-
reer opportunities. Despite
the layo�s, the appeal of IT
jobs has risen. This strong
interest in IT could also be
due to the extensive skill
specialisation, training,
and experience typically
necessary for the roles,” In-
deed India Head of Sales
Sashi Kumar added. 

‘Bengaluru, Hyderabad see a
jump in I-T job opportunities’
Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Internet major Google has
proposed an investment of
about $350 million (about
₹2,900 crore) to buy a mi-
nority stake in e-com-
merce company Flipkart
during a fresh funding
round, the Walmart group
�rm said on Friday.

Flipkart is raising $1 bil-
lion during an ongoing
funding round and has re-
ceived a commitment of
$600 million infusion from
its parent �rm and Wal-
mart, sources said. Flip-
kart posted a net loss of
₹4,846 crore in FY23. 

Google to buy
minority stake
in Flipkart for
$350 millon

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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EU foreign a�airs chief Josep Borrell on Friday urged Israel “not to

intimidate” or “threaten” the judges of the International Criminal

Court (ICC), whose prosecutor has requested arrest warrants for

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence Minister

Yoav Gallant on suspicions of war crimes. AFP

EU’s Borrell urges Israel ‘not to
intimidate’, ‘threaten’ ICC judges

MADRID

REUTERS
X

Former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, 74, announced on Friday he

would stand in the U.K. general election as an Independent

candidate, after the party suspended him following a drawn-out

anti-Semitism scandal. The veteran left-winger has been sitting as

an Independent MP since 2020. AFP

Ex-Labour leader Corbyn to stand
as Independent in U.K. election 

LONDON

REUTERS
X

Argentina’s President Javier Milei (right, in the photo) has hurled

fresh insults at Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, calling him

the “laughing stock of Europe”. “(Sanchez) attacked me in every

way possible, and when I responded in the abstract, he felt targeted

and used every state apparatus to respond”, Mr. Milei said. AFP

Argentina’s Milei calls Spanish
PM ‘laughing stock of Europe’ 

BUENOS AIRES

AFP
X

Armenia has returned to Azerbaijan four border villages it seized

decades ago, the countries confirmed on Friday — a key step

towards normalising ties between the historic rivals. The Caucasus

countries fought two wars in the 1990s and in 2020 for control of the

breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh. AFP

Armenia returns to Azerbaijan
four border villages it had seized 

YEREVAN

AFP

T
he top UN court on
Friday ordered Is-
rael to halt military

operations in Rafah “im-
mediately”, a landmark
ruling likely to increase
mounting international
pressure on Israel more
than seven months into the
Gaza war.

The International Court
of Justice (ICJ) also ruled Is-
rael must keep open the
key Rafah crossing for “un-
hindered” humanitarian
aid and urged the “uncon-
ditional” release of hostag-
es taken by Hamas during
its October 7 assault.

ICJ rulings are legally
binding but the court has
no concrete means to en-
force them. For example, it
ordered Russia to halt its
invasion of Ukraine, to no
avail.

The court said Israel

must “immediately halt its
military o�ensive, and any
other action in the Rafah
Governorate, which may
in�ict on the Palestinian
group in Gaza conditions
of life that could bring
about its physical destruc-
tion in whole or in part”.

Israel had argued before
the court that an order to
stop military activity
would give free rein to Ha-
mas extremists and pre-
vent its Army from rescu-
ing hostages taken in the
group’s brutal October 7
attack.

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu an-
nounced he would con-
vene senior ministers after
the ruling.

‘Provisional measures’
South Africa hailed the rul-
ing, with Foreign Minister
Naledi Pandor saying it was
a “much stronger... set of
provisional measures, very

clear call for a cessation”. 
The ICJ ruling comes hot

on the heels of another
highly charged decision on
Monday by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court pro-
secutor to seek arrest war-
rants for top Israeli and
Hamas leaders.

Prosecutor Karim Khan
alleged that senior Israeli
leaders, including Prime
Minister Netanyahu, plus

top Hamas o�cials, were
guilty of war crimes and
crimes against humanity
related to the war in Gaza
and the October 7 attack.

‘Unimpeded access’
South Africa brought the
case before the ICJ last year
alleging that Israel’s Gaza
o�ensive breached the
1948 UN Genocide Conven-
tion — a charge strongly de-

nied by Israel.
In a ruling on January 26

that made headlines world-
wide, the ICJ ordered Israel
to do everything it could to
prevent acts of genocide
during its military opera-
tion in Gaza.

The ICJ on Friday also
ordered Israel to ensure
“unimpeded access” to
UN-mandated investigators
to look into allegations of
genocide. But South Africa
has since returned several
times to the ICJ arguing
that the dire humanitarian
situation in Gaza compels
the court to issue further
fresh emergency
measures.

In public hearings last
week, South Africa’s Am-
bassador Vusimuzi Madon-
sela alleged that “Israel’s
genocide has continued
apace and has just reached
a new and horri�c stage”.

“Although the present
application was triggered

by the unfolding situation
in Rafah, Israel’s genocidal
onslaught across Gaza has
intensi�ed over the past
few days, also warranting
the attention of this court,”
he said.

South Africa argued the
only way to enable human-
itarian aid in to ease the
crisis in Gaza was a full halt
to Israel’s military opera-
tions. The court will take
months if not years to rule
on the broader South Afri-
can genocide case. 

The ICJ described the
humanitarian situation as
“disastrous” and that Is-
rael’s evacuation e�orts
were insu�cient.

Israel retorted during
hearings that South Afri-
ca’s case was an “obscene
exploitation of the most
sacred convention” and
the picture Pretoria paints
to the court was “com-
pletely divorced from the
facts and circumstances”. 

ICJ orders Israel to ‘halt’ Rafah o�ensive 

Thrown to streets: Palestinians sit in a destroyed room following

an Israeli strike on a residential building in Rafah on May 22. AFP

The top UN court asks Israel to keep open the key Rafah crossing for ‘unhindered’ humanitarian aid, and demands the ‘unconditional’ release of

hostages taken by Hamas during its October 7 assault; PM Netanyahu announces that he would convene senior Ministers to discuss the ruling

Agence France-Presse
THE HAGUE

Singaporean investigators
are analysing a cockpit
voice recorder and a �ight
data recorder after one
passenger died and more
than 100 were injured
when a Singapore Airlines
plane hit severe turbu-
lence this week, the coun-
try’s Transport Minister
said on Friday.

Passengers and crew
aboard �ight SQ321 suf-
fered skull, brain and spine
injuries when they were
thrown violently around
the cabin during Tuesday’s

terrifying high-altitude
ordeal.

Flight tracking data
shows the Boeing 777-
300ER plunged 1,800
metres in just a few mi-
nutes. The London-to-Sin-
gapore �ight carrying 211
passengers and 18 crew
was forced to make an
emergency landing in
Bangkok, where at least 48
people are still being treat-
ed in hospital.

“We have a team that
went to Bangkok and they
have obtained the data
from the cockpit voice re-
corder and �ight data re-
corder,” the Minister said.

Investigators probe
turbulence-hit plane
of Singapore Airlines 
Agence France-Presse
SINGAPORE

China warned on Friday of
war over Taiwan and said it
would ramp up counter-
measures until “complete
reuni�cation” was
achieved, as Chinese forc-
es conducted military
drills around the self-ruled
island.

Warships and �ghter
jets encircled Taiwan on
the second day of exercises
that Beijing said were a test
of its ability to seize the is-
land, days after its new
President was sworn in.

China’s military kicked
o� the two-day war games
on Thursday morning, sur-
rounding democratic Tai-
wan with naval vessels and
military aircraft as it vowed
the blood of “indepen-

dence forces” on the island
would �ow.

The exercises were
launched three days after
Lai Ching-te took o�ce and
made an inauguration
speech that China de-
nounced as a “confession
of independence”.

Beijing’s Defence Minis-
try spokesperson Wu Qian
said on Friday that Mr. Lai

“has seriously challenged
the one-China principle...
pushing our compatriots in
Taiwan into a perilous sit-
uation of war and danger”.

“Every time ‘Taiwan in-
dependence’ provokes us,
we will push our counter-
measures one step further,
until the complete reuni�-
cation of the motherland is
achieved,” he said.

China warns of Taiwan ‘war’
as Army drills encircle island 
Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

Taiwanese armoured vehicles roll down a street in Kinmen on

Friday as China warns the former of ‘a perilous situation of war’. AFP

Artistic direction

Ferries sail past the Sydney Opera House as it is illuminated with projections and lights at the start of the Vivid Sydney festival on Friday. It is

an annual celebration of arts, innovation and technology, which is held for 23 days. AFP

Myanmar’s junta has re-
vived plans for a $3.6 bil-
lion Chinese-backed dam
in the north of the country
that was suspended more
than 10 years ago following
huge public opposition.

The project to build the
6,000-megawatt Myitsone
dam in northern Kachin
state was ended in 2011 un-
der a previous junta.

Its opponents said the
dam on the Ayeyarwady
river — which would have
exported around 90% of
the power it generated to
China — would cause huge
environmental damage

and bring little bene�t to
the country.

The junta announced a
new “leading group” for
the hydropower project in
a notice dated April 24 and
released on an obscure go-
vernment portal on Tues-
day. The group is made up
of 11 members, including
the Deputy Minister for
Electricity, and will “con-
duct and manage research,
technical solutions and pu-
blic relations” for the pro-
ject, the notice said.

It will work with China’s
State Power Investment
Corporation’s (SPIC) Yun-
nan International Power
Investment Company on
“research, technical solu-

tions, and public rela-
tions,” it added, without
giving details.

SPIC is a Chinese state-
owned group and one of
the biggest utility compa-
nies in the country.

A 2015 environmental
assessment commissioned
by the Myanmar govern-
ment strongly advised
against the dam’s construc-
tion, saying the move
could alter the river �ow

on a wide scale.
A World Wide Fund for

Nature (WWF) report in
2018 estimated that some
34 million people in Myan-
mar live in the Ayeyarwady
basin, roughly two thirds
of the country’s popula-
tion. 

Northern Kachin state
has been rocked by �ght-
ing between the Kachin In-
dependence Army (KIA)
and the military for
decades.

Myanmar is a vital piece
of China’s Belt and Road In-
itiative, Xi Jinping’s �ag-
ship $1 trillion project that
includes maritime, rail and
road projects in Asia, Afri-
ca and Europe.

Opponents say that
the dam on the
Ayeyarwady river
would cause huge
ecological damage

Myanmar junta revives plans for its
China-backed mega-dam project
Agence France-Presse
YANGON

A man killed eight people
and wounded one more
with a knife in central Chi-
na, state media reported
on Friday, citing local auth-
orities. The stabbing took
place on Thursday morn-
ing in the city of Xiaogan in
Hubei province, state
broadcaster CCTV said. 

The wounded person’s
injuries were not life-threa-
tening, state news agency
Xinhua said.

The 53-year-old attacker
surnamed Lu had pre-
viously been treated for
mental illness, it added.

He is being held by pol-
ice, who are investigating
the attack.

Eight killed,
one injured in
knife attack in
central China

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

Iran’s Army has so far
found no evidence of cri-
minal activity in a helicop-
ter crash that killed the
country’s President Ebra-
him Raisi and seven oth-
ers, state media reported.

The 63-year-old died on
Sunday after his helicopter
went down in the coun-
try’s mountainous north-
west while returning from
a dam inauguration on the
border with Azerbaijan.

“No bullet holes or simi-
lar impacts were observed
on the helicopter wreck-
age,” said a preliminary re-
port by the general sta� of
the armed forces pu-
blished by the o�cial IRNA
news agency late on
Thursday.

“The helicopter caught
�re after hitting an elevat-
ed area,” it said, adding
that “no suspicious con-

tent was observed during
the communications bet-
ween the watch tower and
the �ight crew”.

Raisi’s helicopter had
been �ying on a “pre-
planned route and did not
leave the designated �ight
path” before the crash.

The Army said “more
time is needed” to investi-
gate the crash and that it
would announce more de-
tails later.

Raisi was laid to rest in
his hometown of Mashhad
on Thursday..

Iran denies foul play
in chopper crash that
claimed Raisi’s life

Ebrahim Raisi 

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Russian President Vladimir
Putin is ready to halt the
war in Ukraine with a ne-
gotiated cease�re that re-
cognises the current battle-
�eld lines, four Russian
sources said, and that he is
prepared to �ght on if Kyiv
and the West do not
respond.

Three of the sources, fa-
miliar with discussions in
Mr. Putin’s entourage, said
the veteran Russian leader
had expressed frustration
about what he views as
Western-backed attempts

to stymie negotiations.
However, Ukrainian Fo-

reign Minister Dmytro Ku-
leba said on X that the Rus-
sian leader was trying to
derail a Ukrainian-initiated
peace summit in Switzer-
land next month by using
his entourage to send out
“phony signals” about his
alleged readiness to halt
the war.

‘Putin ready to stop
Ukraine war on
current frontlines’

Ukrainian Foreign
Minister said the
Russian leader was
trying to derail the
Swiss peace summit

Reuters
MOSCOW/LONDON
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W
hen Oleksandr Usyk defeated Ty-
son Fury by split decision in Ri-
yadh last weekend, knocking
down his hulking opponent in

the ninth round and eventually earning a narrow
win on two scorecards, the Ukrainian boxer
created history.

By adding Fury’s WBC title to his own WBA,
IBF and WBO belts, Usyk became the world’s �rst
undisputed heavyweight boxing champion in
more than two decades. The 37-year-old’s feat,
moreover, is unprecedented in boxing’s four-belt
era — Lennox Lewis was the last man to unify the
heavyweight titles, defeating Evander Holy�eld
in 1999, but there were three belts at the time.

Undeniable at every level

After winning a back-and-forth matchup between
two previously unbeaten champions from a
strong era of heavyweight boxing, Usyk looks set
to go down as one of the greats. He has now dom-

inated the amateur, the cruiserweight and the
top division, winning every title of note.

Usyk put together an outstanding amateur re-
cord, winning European and world titles and
Olympic gold in 2012. After turning pro, he un-
i�ed the cruiserweight belts in 15 �ghts before
moving up to heavyweight, where he took three
belts from Anthony Joshua in 2021, advancing a
career that has always been on the rise. Last wee-
kend, it reached its peak. 

The 6’3” Usyk had to overcome a major size
disadvantage against the 6’9” Fury, but it was so-
mething he was con�dent he could achieve. As
he told Ring magazine, “To win this, I don’t need
to be heavy, I need to be fast, and quick. You nev-
er see a fat wolf in the forest.”

Usyk certainly had the look of a lean wolf, as
he gradually took charge of his bout against Fury.
He repeatedly got inside his taller opponent’s de-
fences to land body shots. The typically �am-
boyant Fury taunted his ever-advancing oppo-
nent and showboated, guard down.

Fury picked up his attack from the third
round, working his size advantage and his un-

predictable movement to throw right hands be-
hind his sharp jab. Fury appeared to hurt Usyk
with body shots right at the belt, and he rocked
Usyk twice in the sixth with vicious uppercuts.

Another late surge

But Usyk surged in the �nal rounds, just as the
Olympic gold medallist has done so often in his
career. He tagged Fury with two clean lefts in the
seventh and landed a punishing hook that dazed
the ‘Gypsy King’ in the eighth. By the next round,
his barrage had Fury in serious trouble and
the wobbling, bleeding Mancunian took a
standing count before being saved by the
bell.

Fury struggled to mount a con-
sistent attack after nearly getting
stopped, and the knockdown
turned out to be the decisive fac-
tor in the decision. Two judges
favoured Usyk, 115-112 and 114-
113, while the third gave it to Fury,
114-113. According to CompuBox
statistics, Usyk landed 41% of
his 407 punches, while Fury
landed just 31.7% of his 496
punches. Usyk both
threw (260 to 210) and
landed (122 to 95) more
power punches. 

The win improved
Usyk’s record to
22-0 and helped
him join the likes
of Jack Dempsey,
Joe Louis, Floyd
Patterson, Mu-
hammad Ali,
Joe Frazier
and Mike
Tyson as
an undis-
puted hea-
vyweight
cham-
pion. He
is also

now the lineal heavyweight champion by beating
Fury, who beat Wladimir Klitschko to earn that
distinction in 2015. Usyk can now legitimately
claim to be the best of his era and has a case to be
considered among the greatest boxers in history.

In addition to what he has achieved, Usyk also
ticks all the boxes that the truly elite �ghters tick.
His heart and skill are enormous — a high-quality
technician with a strong chin, the Ukrainian is
clinical in the ring. Tales of his training are legen-
dary, including 10-kilometre swims, four minute-
plus breath-holds, juggling, and catching six
coins at once to demonstrate his re�exes.

Usyk has had to overcome enormous adversity
on his route to undisputed status. The 37-year-
old, who brie�y served as a soldier in the Ukrai-
nian army after the Russian invasion of February
2022, spoke of the victory as a “great moment for
me, for my family, for my country”.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky led
the tributes to Usyk. “The Ukrainians hit hard!
And in the end, all our opponents will be defeat-
ed,” Zelensky said on Telegram.

Premature end?

Usyk’s reign as undisputed heavyweight world
champion may last only weeks, however. Many
expect the IBF to take back its belt due to the Uk-
rainian’s rematch clause with Fury, leaving Usyk
with the WBA, WBC and WBO titles.

The IBF’s long-time mandatory challenger is
unbeaten Croatian Filip Hrgovic, who is sche-
duled to �ght Britain’s Daniel Dubois on June 1 in
Riyadh. That bout could become an IBF title �ght
if the US-based body follows past form. 

It stripped Fury in December 2015, 10 days af-
ter the Briton took that title along with the WBA,
WBO and IBO belts from Ukrainian Wladimir
Klitschko. Then, as now, there was a rematch
clause that ruled out a title �ght with the IBF’s
then-mandatory challenger Vyacheslav Glazkov.

Fury said he would discuss the potential Usyk
rematch, loosely scheduled for October, with his

wife and children. “I’ll have a holiday, go
home, put it to the wife and kids, I’ll see
what I want to do,” he said. “I’m 36 in a few
months. I’ve been boxing since I’ve been a
child so it is what it is. Where does it all end?

A hundred �ghts and brain damage, in a
wheelchair? I’m not sure.

“But the one thing is, all the time
I’m still loving the game — and I
was having fun in there, I was
really enjoying myself — then I’ll
continue to do it,” said Fury.

Usyk said he was expecting
the rematch to go ahead — but
its value will diminish consid-
erably because the undisput-
ed status will not be in play,
another damaging conse-
quence of the territorial
squabbles that have beset
boxing for the past quarter-
century. 

But however the future
pans out, Usyk knows that
he will forever be remem-
bered as the �rst undisput-
ed champion of the four-
belt era. Boxing fans just
hope they don’t need to
wait another 25 years for
the next.

‘Lean wolf ’ Usyk joins
boxing’s pantheon,
his legacy undisputed
The Ukrainian defeated Tyson Fury to become the �rst man to simultaneously hold every heavyweight title in

the four-belt era. And having dominated the amateur, the cruiserweight and the top division, the undefeated

Usyk looks set to go down as one of the greats.

It’s a big win
not only for
me, it’s a big
win for my
country.
Nine months
I worked. I
missed the
birth of my
daughter, I
missed all
my family
holidays …
Now I’m
happy

OLEKSANDR
USYK

I’ll have a holiday, go home, put it [the
rematch option] to the wife and kids. I’m 36
in a few months. I’ve been boxing since I’ve
been a child. Where does it all end? A
hundred �ghts and brain damage, in a
wheelchair? I’m not sure

TYSON FURY
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A
nju Bobby George was 26 when she
created history, winning the long
jump bronze at the 2003 World Cham-
pionships. She went on to claim silver

at the 2005 World Athletics Final — upgraded
years later to gold after Russian Tatyana Kotova
was suspended — which makes the now 47-year-
old one of Indian athletics’ most decorated and,
more importantly, clean achievers.

For a country that consistently �gures in the
world’s top-three for doping cases, ironically with-
out the results to show for it, these things matter.
And so when Anju, now an administrator, admits it
is an immense challenge to ensure young athletes
stay clean, one is forced to pay attention.

“The challenge is very di�erent with the new
generation. Certain things that I am experiencing
now, at the age of 45-46, they are already going
through at 20! Honestly, I don’t know what the
reason is or even if there is one or a combination
of factors — food habits, the environment, social
changes or something else,” the Athletics Federa-
tion of India (AFI) senior vice-president told The
Hindu.

Not enough guidance

Indian athletics has come a long way since Anju’s
time. The ease of access to information from

across the world means ignorance is no longer an
excuse. If anything, there is too much informa-
tion and not enough guidance to �lter the good
from the bad.

The AFI has been fairly open to foreign
coaches and support sta�, and has worked to
bring more youngsters into a formal system.
The results are showing up only now, none big-
ger than Neeraj Chopra’s Olympic gold, which
broke open the �oodgates for Indian athletes
dreaming big. Unfortunately, it also fuelled the
desperation to make it big, fast.

“During our times, our schedule was simple
— train, eat, sleep, repeat. It is not a complaint,
we know the world has changed but every
coach is concerned about the amount of time
kids are spending on other stu� — they are on
the phone constantly, which a�ects rest and
sleep cycles.

“To an extent, there is an overload of infor-
mation. Youngsters want to reach the top very
fast, they see others doing it and believe they al-
so have to do it. There is the obvious physical
challenge of competing at high levels but that
mental pressure is also there.

“The physiological and biological changes
they are facing is di�erent from our times and
this is a new challenge,” Anju, who runs the An-
ju Bobby George Sports Foundation with her
husband Bobby, admitted when asked about

the doping menace.

No innocent victims

More than a decade before Anju stepped into
the spotlight, Ashwini Nachappa earned the so-
briquet ‘Indian Flo-Jo’ and comparisons with
USA’s Florence Gri�th Joyner for both her
speed on track and style o� it. Ashwini was one
of the rare athletes to challenge the legendary
P.T. Usha in her prime and beat her on a couple
of occasions, including at the 1990 Open
Nationals.

Ashwini has been an outlier in the Indian ath-
lete community, often raising her voice against
performance enhancers. She agrees with Anju
on the information overload, but feels the rea-
sons for an increase in cheating are more com-
plex and “sel�sh”, with no innocent victims.

“You can say our lives were simple but I be-
lieve we were ignorant back then. Now, once
you are among the best in the country, you have
everyone in your team — physiologist, psycholo-
gist, physiotherapist and more. So the informa-
tion in itself is not bad; it’s how you deal with it
that matters,” said Ashwini, who was part of the
Clean Sports India foundation but now focuses
on her own Sports Foundation and School
(KALS) in Coorg.

It is interesting to note that while the two
champion athletes agree on both the crux of the
problem — incorrect or insu�cient guidance —
and the reasons for it — increased competition
and desperation to succeed — they di�er on
where the blame lies. 

“The problem with youngsters is that they
are not mature enough to understand what is
right or wrong in the long term. The moment
coaches feel the focus is shifting, they have to
pitch in and explain the importance of staying
on the right track, explain they still have time
and don’t need to take shortcuts. But the out-
side pressure, the social media all exert an in-
�uence,” Anju explained.

Her senior disagrees. “I think the coaches’ at-
titude of winning at any cost is what gets some
of the athletes caught at 13-14 years. At that age,
your coach is your mentor and being sensitive
to these issues solely lies with the coaches. I feel
the deterrent is not too harsh now because
coaches are never penalised,” said Ashwini.

“At the same time, I blame the athletes for the
rot in Indian sports. It’s a sel�sh world out
there, there is no athlete support for �ghting it
and the biggest names wouldn’t want to be asso-
ciated with this �ght. It’s a ‘you scratch my
back, I scratch yours’ scenario. It’s all about sa-
feguarding self-interest.”

The coach’s role comes under further scruti-
ny if one considers the fact that Khelo India, the
government’s �agship scheme to unearth ta-
lent, has had doping cases even at the School
Games (12 in 2018), with athletics recording the
highest number of positive cases. 

There have been 14 cases involving minor
athletes in the last one year alone. Interestingly,
the AFI has, in its latest executive meeting, de-
cided that coaches of those caught for doping
will face similar punishments, including sanc-
tions, to try and stem the rot.

“Khelo India is a great way to encourage
sports but there are ills to it, too. The kind of
money and recognition doled out, it helps make
lives better but what about monitoring? I have
an athlete where the mother would be waiting
for the money to be deposited rather than wor-
rying about the kid, it’s that deep-rooted. Maybe
the government should stop giving so much
without checking on the results, there are ways
of doing it,” Ashwini suggested. 

Incidentally the sports ministry, in March,
had declared that medallists at all Khelo India
Games, barring the school edition, will be eligi-
ble for jobs.

No easy solutions

Both Anju and Ashwini admit it is almost a los-
ing battle. “It’s a problem worldwide and at the
highest level, we can try and control it to a cer-
tain extent — it can never be completely elimi-
nated. But at the lower levels it is growing rapid-
ly. People want instant results and are willing to
risk everything. They reason that ‘if I get caught
then it will be the end of my career but if I don’t,
I can get everything I want’,” Anju, who still
holds the national long jump record, said.

Ashwini is more radical. “The bottom line is,
it’s not a clean environment at any level. It’s not
that other countries are cleaner — they are just
better at masking! I will be slammed for saying
this but what the heck, just legalise it and let
everyone do it! I feel the authorities have it
wrong — they need to work the other way
round, getting better at washing away the sub-
stances instead of trying to stop their use, be-
cause that is not going to happen.”

Curbing the doping scourge:
Anju Bobby George, Ashwini
Nachappa have their say
The two champion athletes agree on both the crux of the problem — incorrect or insu�cient guidance — and the reasons for it — increased competition

and desperation to succeed — but di�er in how accountability should be apportioned

The moment
coaches feel
the [athlete’s]
focus is
shifting, they
have to
explain they
still have
time and
don’t need to
take
shortcuts

ANJU BOBBY
GEORGE

I think the coaches’ attitude of winning at
any cost is what gets some of the athletes
caught at 13-14 years... I feel the deterrent is
not too harsh now because coaches are
never penalised

ASHWINI NACHAPPA

Uthra Ganesan

MURALI KUMAR K

ANJU BOBBY GEORGE ASHWINI NACHAPPA

This photograph depicts
low-light action from the 6
Hours of Spa-Francorchamps,
which was held earlier this
month in Belgium.

The 6 Hours of Spa is an
endurance race for sports cars
and forms a part of the FIA

World Endurance Championship
(WEC).

Endurance racing is a form of
motorsport which tests
durability — of both equipment
and driver. Teams have a roster
of drivers (typically two to four)
who attempt to cover a large
distance in the event, with
participants permitted to take a

break and switch during the
race. Endurance races can be
based on either distance or time
i.e. the race can be run to cover
a certain distance (laps) as
quickly as possible or to cover
as much distance as possible in
a stipulated time frame.

The WEC is the first
endurance series of world

championship status since the
demise of the World Sportscar
Championship in 1992.

The series features multiple
classes, with points given to the
top ten finishers on a sliding
point margin scale. World
champion titles are awarded to
the top-scoring drivers and
manufacturers over the season.
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Virat Kohli thanked the fans for the love they showered on the

players during the IPL 2024 campaign. “Thanks again to all the RCB

fans for making us feel loved and appreciated as always,” Kohli

posted on Instagram. “The way we turned things around and

qualified was truly special, something that I will always cherish.” 

Kohli thanks Royal Challengers
fans with heart-warming post 

GRATITUDE

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

Dinesh Karthik, who played for Royal Challengers Bengaluru in IPL

2024, was named in the International Cricket Council’s commentary

panel for next month’s T20 World Cup. The legendary Sunil

Gavaskar, Ravi Shastri and Harsha Bhogle are the other Indians in

the list which includes several illustrious players. 

Karthik in ICC’s commentary panel
for T20 World Cup in the Americas

BAT TO MIKE

FILE PHOTO
X

Former England player Graeme Swann believes Kolkata Knight

Riders team mentor Gautam Gambhir will be a “brilliant” head

coach for India. “If he is the head coach, he will be brilliant. He was

a great leader, a great captain, and a great batsman. A lot of people

look up to him,” said Swann.

Gambhir will be a brilliant head
coach for India, feels Swann

IDEAL CHOICE

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

Brett Lee and Sri Lanka opener Tillakaratne Dilshan have backed the

Shreyas Iyer-led Kolkata Knight Riders to clinch the IPL 2024 title. “If

you look at current form, it will be tough to beat KKR. I think the

team deserves to finish No. 1,” said Lee. “KKR is performing well in

all three departments. I think it is going to win this IPL,” said Dilshan.

Knight Riders will win the 2024
edition of IPL: Lee and Dilshan

TOP PICK

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

A
splendid bowling
e�ort, mastermind-
ed by left-arm spin-

ners Shahbaz Ahmed and
Abhishek Sharma, helped
Sunrisers Hyderabad de-
feat Rajasthan Royals by 36
runs at the M.A. Chidam-
baram Stadium on Friday
and march into its third In-

dian Premier League �nal.
Needing 176 to win, RR

seemed on course at 65 for
one, only for Shahbaz (4-0-
23-3) and Abhishek (4-0-
24-2), who had collectively
taken just three wickets all
season, to bamboozle the
batters. Late-evening dew,
which has hampered many
a bowling side, made no
appearance as SRH res-
tricted RR to 139 for seven
to set up a date with Kolka-
ta Knight Riders for the ul-
timate prize on Sunday.

RR began slowly, reach-
ing 32 for one after �ve ov-
ers. But in the sixth, Yash-
asvi Jaiswal (42, 21b, 4x4,
3x6) made the play, �at-
batting Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar for a majestic six
down the ground before
following it up with three
boundaries.

Tweakers take over
However, the introduction
of Shahbaz and Abhishek
pegged RR back. Jaiswal
welcomed Shahbaz with a

reverse-swept six, but soon
miscued one to long-o�.
Skipper Sanju Samson’s
slap o� Abhishek went
straight to Aiden Markram
at long-on.

Shahbaz went on to
strike twice in the 12th over
as Riyan Parag mistimed to
deep mid-wicket and R.
Ashwin was caught be-
hind. 

When Abhishek rattled
Shimron Hetmyer’s
stumps in the 14th over (92
for six), the 2008 cham-

pion’s challenge was all but
over. Dhruv Jurel (56 n.o.,
35b, 7x4, 2x6) and Rovman
Powell kept the �ame �ick-
ering with a 32-run associa-
tion. But Abhishek shut
down the contest with a
�ne running catch from
deep midwicket to send
Powell back.

Earlier, after being
asked to bat, SRH scored
68 in the PowerPlay, cour-
tesy some belligerent hit-
ting by Rahul Tripathi (37,
15b, 5x4, 2x6). If not for the

wicket-taking nous of
Trent Boult (three for 45),
SRH could have had more.

Abhishek hit Boult for a
six in front of square three
balls into the innings and
creamed the next ball
down the ground for four.
But Boult had his man,
with the ball hitting high
on the bat and lobbing to
cover.

For the next three overs,
it was all Tripathi. The 33-
year-old was brutal on Ash-
win, sweeping, lofting and

late-cutting the o�e for
fours. Boult was dis-
patched beautifully
through cover and point,
and then clipped over �ne-
leg for a tremendous six.
But the left-arm quick out-
witted Tripathi too, having
him caught at short-third
with a slow bouncer.

After the PowerPlay, the
runs dried up. The biggest
barren patch — a 29-ball
boundary drought from ov-
ers 7.5 to 12.3 — sent the
crowd into a deep slumber
despite the best e�orts of
the stadium jockey. 

But Heinrich Klaasen’s
was an assured presence.

The burly 32-year-old mus-
cled the ball four times into
the stands (50, 34b, 4x6),
thrice o� Yuzvendra Cha-
hal and once o� Boult.

Sandeep Sharma and
Avesh Khan were excellent
for RR, conceding just 52
runs from eight overs and
claiming �ve wickets. San-
deep even accounted for
the uncharacteristically se-
date Travis Head (34, 28b,
3x4, 1x6) with a slow boun-
cer and rearranged the
dangerous Klaasen’s
stumps with a slow yorker.
For a while the bowling ef-
fort appeared match-win-
ning, but it was not to be.

The two spinners combine to pick up �ve wickets and derail the Royals chase; Tripathi’s cameo and Klaasen’s mature knock propel Cummins’ side to 175; it’s Hyderabad vs. Kolkata in the �nal

QUALIFIER 2

Shahbaz, Abhishek do the star turn for Sunrisers

N. Sudarshan
CHENNAI

Virat Kohli paid tribute to
Dinesh Karthik at the end
of RCB’s IPL 2024 cam-
paign, describing the vete-
ran wicketkeeper-batter as
a “wise and honest” per-
son who lifted his spirits
during a phase of struggle
in the league’s 2022
season.

“O� the �eld, I have had
some really nice and inter-
esting conversations with
him. He is a wise man, and
has great knowledge about
a lot of things, not just
cricket,” said Kohli.

Struggling
Kohli recalled the 2022 sea-
son when he averaged just
22.73, scoring 341 runs
from 16 matches, as the
team missed a berth in the
�nal after losing to Rajas-
than Royals in Quali�er 2.

“During that phase in
2022, I was really strug-
gling for con�dence,” re-
called Kohli. 

“He sat me down a cou-
ple of times and just gave
me a very honest explana-

tion of how he saw things
and how I was not able to
see them myself. 

“I like his honesty, his
courage to go and speak to
anyone about things that
he really feels about. And
that, I think, is the most
special thing for me when
it comes to Dinesh. That’s
something I’ve always
cherished about him. And
that’s why we get along
really, really well.” 

Kohli also called Karthik
a “technically correct and

versatile” batter.
“I always looked at Di-

nesh and felt like he was
such a correct player tech-
nically that he could adapt
to any kind of role that was
given to him. I remember
watching him in the 2013
season when he got more
than 600 runs and batted
brilliantly at No. 3.

“I saw him play shots
which were like ‘wow’. I
think he’s done brilliantly
to switch and become a re-
nowned �nisher. I wish

him all the very best for all
his future endeavours
moving forward,” said
Kohli.

Recalling his �rst meet-
ing with Karthik during In-
dia’s tour of South Africa in
2009, Kohli said he found
Karthik to be a “hyperac-
tive and confused” person
who was moving all over
the place.

Hyperactive, confused
“The �rst time I met him
we were playing in South
Africa in the Champions
Trophy 2009. It was the
�rst time I shared the
change room with Dinesh,
and I found him to be a
hyperactive, confused
person.

“Most of the time, he
was moving all over the
place, never stopping. That
was my �rst impression of
Dinesh.

“He is an outstanding ta-
lent, brilliant batter to
watch and my �rst impres-
sion and the present-day
impression are not far
apart — just that he has be-
come wiser and calmed
down a lot,” said Kohli. 

Kohli calls Karthik ‘wise and honest’,
reveals how he helped him in 2022
Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

Special bond: Kohli says he has had some interesting

conversations with Karthik. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Rajasthan Royals’ Director
of Cricket Kumar Sangak-
kara felt that the batters
did not show intent and al-
lowed panic to set in dur-
ing the chase against Sun-
risers Hyderabad in
Quali�er 2 on Friday.

“I think losing wickets in
a cluster [cost us]. We had
a great start, 51 in the Po-
werPlay. All we had to do
was to get to 120 by the
14th or 15th over. With
wickets in hand, 10 or 11
runs per over would not
have been di�cult,” said
Sangakkara.

“I thought the pitch
turned a bit, but [there
was] a little bit of panic in
not building partnerships
after that �rst wicket,” he
added.

Sangakkara felt that the
Yashasvi Jaiswal’s wicket
came at the wrong time as
it allowed SRH to bowl two
left-arm spinners — Shah-
baz Ahmed and Abhishek
Sharma — in the middle ov-
ers. “All you needed was
sensible batting. Yash stay-

ing there would have made
a huge di�erence. The left-
arm spinner from the oth-
er end would not have
bowled,” he explained.

Sangakarra also drew at-
tention to how Dhruv Jurel
batted compared to a few
others in the side.

“I think, on wickets like
this, you have got to show
intent, and that’s what
Dhruv Jurel did. He just
played really good shots.
He used the reverse-
sweep, hit over extra cover
with the turn and straight
down the ground. Once
you do that, the ball
doesn’t seem to turn it all.”

Regardless, Sangakkara
was happy with his side’s
show as it came close to
making a second IPL �nal
in three years.

“I think it was a great
season for us. We started
really well and then we lost
a close game to SRH in
Hyderabad. Against Delhi
also, we put ourselves in
winning positions. That’s
how T20 goes. All we can
do is put ourselves in posi-
tions for playo�s and vying
for �nals.”

Losing wickets in a cluster cost us
the match, says Sangakkara
S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

Inspired show: Abhishek, given an opportunity to bowl, produced 

a game-changing spell. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD

Travis Head c Ashwin b Sandeep
34 (28b, 3x4, 1x6), Abhishek
Sharma c Kohler-Cadmore b
Boult 12 (5b, 1x4, 1x6), Rahul
Tripathi c Chahal b Boult 37 (15b,

5x4, 2x6), Aiden Markram c
Chahal b Boult 1 (2b), Heinrich
Klaasen b Sandeep 50 (34b, 4x6),
Nitish Kumar c Chahal b Avesh 5
(10b), Abdul Samad b Avesh 0
(1b), Shahbaz Ahmed (Impact

player in place of Head) c Jurel
b Avesh 18 (18b, 1x6), Pat
Cummins (not out) 5 (5b, 1x4),
Jaydev Unadkat run out 5 (2b,

1x4); Extras (lb-1, w-7): 8; Total
(for nine wkts. in 20 overs): 175.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-13 (Abhishek, 0.6 overs), 2-55
(Tripathi, 4.3), 3-57 (Markram,
4.6), 4-99 (Head, 9.6), 5-120
(Nitish, 13.5), 6-120 (Samad,
13.6), 7-163 (Klaasen, 18.1), 8-170
(Shahbaz, 19.3), 9-175 (Unadkat,
19.6).

ROYALS BOWLING

Boult 4-0-45-3, Ashwin 4-0-43-0,
Sandeep 4-0-25-2, Avesh 4-0-27-3,
Chahal 4-0-34-0.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS

Yashasvi Jaiswal c Samad b
Shahbaz 42 (21b, 4x4, 3x6), Tom
Kohler-Cadmore c Tripathi b
Cummins 10 (16b, 1x4), Sanju
Samson c Markram b Abhishek 10
(11b, 1x4), Riyan Parag c
Abhishek b Shahbaz 6 (10b),
Dhruv Jurel (not out) 56 (35b,

7x4, 2x6), R. Ashwin c Klaasen b
Shahbaz 0 (3b), Shimron Hetmyer
(Impact Player in place of

Chahal) b Abhishek 4 (10b),
Rovman Powell c Abhishek b
Natarajan 6 (12b), Trent Boult
(not out) 0 (3b); Extras (lb-1, nb-1,
w-3): 5; Total (for seven wkts. in
20 overs): 139.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-24 (Kohler-Cadmore, 3.6), 2-65
(Jaiswal, 7.5), 3-67 (Samson, 8.3),
4-79 (Parag, 11.1), 5-79 (Ashwin,
11.4), 6-92 (Hetmyer, 13.4), 7-124
(Powell, 17.4).

SUNRISERS BOWLING

Bhuvneshwar 3-0-33-0, Cummins
4-0-30-1, Natarajan 3-0-13-1,
Unadkat 1-0-5-0, Shahbaz
4-0-23-3, Abhishek 4-0-24-2,
Markram 1-0-10-0.

Toss: RR; PoM: Shahbaz.

SRH won by 36 runs.

SCOREBOARD

�

Rise and fall: Klaasen’s class came to the fore before Shahbaz, right, spun a web around the Royals batters. Hetmyer, centre, had no clue to a beauty from Abhishek. M. VEDHAN & B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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D
ouble Olympic me-
dallist P.V. Sindhu
took a giant stride

towards securing the title
at the Malaysia Masters af-
ter progressing to the sem-
i�nals with a hard-fought
win over top seed Han Yue
of China here on Friday.

World No. 15 Sindhu re-
covered from a mid-game
slump to outwit Han,

ranked sixth, 21-13, 14-21,
21-12 in a 55-minute quar-
ter�nal battle to avenge her
loss to the Chinese in their
last meeting at the Asia
championships in Ningbo
last month.

Sindhu, a former World
champion, will now square
o� against Thailand’s Busa-
nan Ongbamrungphan for
a place in the �nal.

However, Ashmita Cha-
liha’s �ne run ended in the
quarter�nals with a 10-21,
15-21 loss to sixth seed
Zhang Yi Man of China.

Sindhu, who last won

the Singapore Open in
2022, gave a good account
of herself as she broke o�
from 3-3 in the opening
game to take a 11-5 cushion
at the break.

The Chinese slowly
made her way to 13-16 but
Sindhu reeled o� the re-
maining �ve straight points
to take the opening game.

Stung by the reversal,
Han zoomed to a 5-0 lead
after the change of sides.
She continued to dominate
the proceedings as Sindhu
struggled. 

Han jumped to a mas-

sive 15-2 advantage and
despite some �ghtback
from the Indian, the Chi-
nese comfortably took the
match to the decider.

Gathering her wits
Sindhu gathered her wits
in the third game to open
up a massive 11-3 lead at the
break, which proved deci-
sive as Han just couldn’t
bridge the gap. 

The results: 

Women: Quarterfinals: P.V.
Sindhu bt Han Yue (Chn) 21-13,
14-21, 21-12; Zhang Yi Man (Chn)
bt Ashmita Chaliha 21-10, 21-15.

Turning it on: Sindhu raised her game in the decisive third game to knock out Han. X@BADMINTON_ASIA

Former World champion, who exacted revenge on the Chinese, will take on Ongbamrungphan 

for a place in the �nal; Ashmita loses tamely against Zhang in her quarter�nal match

MALAYSIA MASTERS

Sindhu stuns top seed
Han, enters the last four

Press Trust of India
KUALA LUMPUR

F
or World No. 4 Ro-
han Bopanna, the
upcoming French

Open will be doubly impor-
tant. Not only is the tourna-
ment one of tennis’ four
crown jewels, there is ad-
ded signi�cance because
the Paris Olympics’ tennis
event is set to be played at
Roland-Garros and the 44-
year-old Bopanna will be
competing in the men’s
doubles category.

While the suspense over
his choice of doubles
partner continues, and Bo-
panna has himself chosen
to remain tight-lipped, the
reigning Australian Open
champion spoke to The
Hindu ahead of the year’s
second Major.

What are your
expectations from this
year’s Roland-Garros?

To start better than last
year [�rst round]. It’s not
one of the best clay-court
seasons we’ve had so far
[partner Matthew Ebden].
But it is a fresh beginning.
The last three Grand Slams
have been pretty fruitful.
So, looking to just get a
good start.

After winning the Miami

Masters, results at
Monte Carlo, Madrid
and Rome [combined
win-loss 1-3] have been
below par. Is it
worrying?

No, not at all. We are still
the No. 1 team in the world
[No. 2]. It’s the �rst time we
have been in a situation
like this and sometimes los-
ing early in tournaments is
not something to really
worry about. It’s a fresh
start and we are looking
forward.

After becoming World
No. 1 and the 2024

Australian Open
success, have you
recalibrated your
expectations?

Of course! Now there is
con�dence and belief to
win a Grand Slam. Earlier,
the situation was di�erent.
To be honest, I don’t think
clay is our biggest strength.
But both of us are adapting
and enjoying. And we are
con�dent because at the
last three Majors, we have a
semi�nal (Wimbledon
2023), �nal (US Open) and
a win (Australian Open).

You won your �rst Slam

on clay (French Open
2017, mixed doubles)
and Masters 1000s at
Madrid (2015) and
Monte Carlo (2017).
Don’t these give you
con�dence?

As a team, I don’t think it is
a strength, but as an indivi-
dual, I have really started
enjoying playing on clay.
I’ve adapted and am still
learning. It has taken
years. It is a surface which
we don’t have in our coun-
try. It doesn’t come natu-
rally, to Ebden either. We
have to �nd small loo-
pholes on which our
strengths work.

For the second straight
Slam, India will have
representation in both
doubles and singles
(Sumit Nagal). How
important is it for the
country’s tennis?

Extremely important.
When you watch athletes
from your own country, it
really inspires. Sumit has
been playing very well and
this time he has quali�ed
directly into the main
draw, which is really good.
I saw him play in Monte
Carlo; he’s grown and ma-
tured. Yuki Bhambri is also
in the doubles main draw.
It’s de�nitely going to give a
big boost for Indian tennis.

(Watch Roland-Garros
2024 from May 26, 2.30
p.m. IST onwards LIVE on
Sony Sports Ten 5 SD & HD,
Sony Sports Ten 2 SD & HD).

Now there is con�dence and
belief to win a Grand Slam
I don’t think clay is our biggest strength, but Ebden and I are adapting and enjoying; in the last

three Majors, we have a semi�nal (Wimbledon 2023), �nal (US Open) and a win (Australian Open)

INTERVIEW

Rohan Bopanna

On a roll: Bopanna, along with partner Ebden, will look to continue

the good run at the Majors when he plays in the French Open. PTI

N. Sudarshan
CHENNAI

BCCI secretary Jay Shah
clari�ed that he had not
approached anyone for the
post of head coach of the
Indian men’s cricket team.

Shah’s clari�cation
came hours after Ricky
Ponting, Justin Langer and
Andy Flower mentioned
that they were not interest-
ed in the job. The deadline
for submitting the applica-
tions is May 27.

“When we talk about in-
ternational cricket, no role
is more prestigious than
that of the head coach of
the Indian cricket team.
Team India commands the
largest fan base globally,
enjoying support that is
truly unrivalled. Our rich
history and passion for the
game make it one of the
most lucrative jobs in the
world,” Shah said in a
statement on Friday.

“The role demands a
high level of professional-
ism as one gets to nurture
some of the best cricketers
in the world and an as-
sembly line of talented
cricketers to follow. Cater-
ing to the aspirations of a
billion fans is a huge ho-
nour and the BCCI will pick
the right candidate, capa-
ble of propelling Indian
cricket forward.”

While Ponting admitted
to having an informal dis-
cussion before citing fami-
ly commitments, Langer
revealed that a chat with
K.L. Rahul made him not
opt for the job. Flower,
meanwhile, stressed after
Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru’s loss in the IPL Elimina-
tor that he was happy to
stick with franchise
cricket.

Indian to succeed
Shah dropped the biggest
hint that the BCCI likely to

opt for an Indian to suc-
ceed the incumbent Rahul
Dravid.

“Neither I nor the BCCI
have approached any
former Australian cricketer
with a coaching o�er. The
reports circulating in cer-
tain sections of the media
are completely incorrect.
Finding the right coach for
our national team is a met-
iculous and thorough pro-
cess,” Shah said.

“We are focused on
identifying individuals
who possess a deep under-
standing of the Indian
cricket structure and have
risen through the ranks. 

“It’s crucial that our
coach has an in-depth
knowledge of domestic
cricket framework to truly
elevate Team India to the
next level.”

Should an Indian be pre-
ferred, V.V.S. Laxman
would be the natural
choice for the Cricket Advi-
sory Committee, but the
National Cricket Academy
head is not interested in
taking over from Dravid for
personal reasons.

Frontrunners
This would mean Harbha-
jan Singh (who has ex-
pressed interest), Gautam
Gambhir and Zaheer Khan
(a feeler has been sent to
both) may emerge as fron-
trunners.

Jay Shah denies
approaching anyone
for India coach job

Jay Shah. FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI Former Australian cricke-

ter Justin Langer was en-
ticed by the prospect of
becoming India’s head
coach but K.L. Rahul’s
word of caution regarding
the “pressure and polit-
ics” that come with the job
dissuaded him from pur-
suing the “amazing”
opportunity.

Langer, who served as
Lucknow Super Giants’
head coach this IPL sea-
son, recalled a chat with
franchise skipper and a se-
nior member of the Indian
team Rahul.

Never say never, but...
“You never say never. And
the pressure of doing it in
India... I was talking to KL
(Rahul) and he said, ‘You
know, if you think there’s
pressure and politics in an
IPL team, multiply that by
a thousand... (that’s)
coaching India,” said
Langer.

“That was a good bit of
advice, I guess. It would
be an amazing job, (but) I

have (put myself out of
contention),” he added.

Before taking up the as-
signment with Super
Giants this year, Langer
had coached Australia
from May 2018 to Febru-
ary 2022, helping the
team navigate a di�cult
period in the aftermath of
the infamous ball-tamper-
ing scandal.

Under Langer’s gui-
dance, Australia lifted its
�rst-ever T20 World Cup
title and also went on to

win the Ashes.
“I also know that it’s an

all-encompassing role,
and having done it for four
years with the Australian
team, honestly, it’s ex-
hausting. And that’s the
Australian job!,” the 53-
year-old said.

The BCCI has invited
fresh applications for the
head coach position, with
a deadline set for May 27
as Rahul Dravid is set to
exit after the T20 World
Cup.

Langer drops India coach
plan after Rahul’s caution
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Talking straight: Langer revealed that Rahul warned him about

the ‘pressure and politics’ in the India coach job. SANDEEP SAXENA

The Indian women’s hock-
ey team lost its second
game on the trot in the Eu-
ropean leg of the FIH Pro
League as Belgium handed
the visitor a 0-2 defeat
here.

The Indian women, un-
der new coach and captain
in Harendra Singh and Sali-
ma Tete, were earlier
thrashed 0-5 by Argentina
in its opening match on
Wednesday.

Both Belgium goals
came from �eld e�orts
through Alexia ‘T Serste-
vens in the 34th minute
and Dewaet Louise two mi-
nutes later on Thursday.

Contrary to the result,

the Indians started the
match on an aggressive
note and won an early pe-
nalty corner, but couldn’t
capitalise on it.

But the Indians ab-
sorbed the pressure well. 

All guns blazing
Belgium came out all guns
blazing after the change of
ends and as took the lead
through Alexia four mi-
nutes into the third quar-
ter. 

Two minutes later, De-
waet struck again to dou-
ble Belgium’s lead.

Down 0-2, India upped
its ante and even won a pe-
nalty corner towards the
end of the penultimate
quarter, but failed to make
the most of it.

India women lose 
two on the trot

Press Trust of India
ANTWERP (BELGIUM)

Defensive lapses cost the
Indian men’s hockey team
as it went down 1-4 to host
and World No.3 Belgium in
the European leg of the
FIH Pro League here.

Belgium took the lead in
the 22nd minute through a
�eld goal by skipper Felix
Denayer.

Four minutes after half-
time, the home side dou-
bled its lead through a pe-
nalty corner conversion by
Alexander Hendrickx.

The Belgians extended
their lead in the 49th
through another �ne �eld
goal by Cedric Charlier.

Young striker Abhishek
pulled one back for India
from a �eld e�ort but Belgi-
um looked too strong as it
sealed the a�air in the �nal
minute of the game when

Hendrickx sounded the
board from a penalty
stroke.

India skipper Harman-
preet was understandably
disappointed with the per-
formance. “We did some
good things, but the �nish-

ing wasn’t there. Defen-
sively we need to improve,
man-to-man marking
needs to get better. Excited
to play them again on Sa-
turday. Looking forward to
improve,” he said after the
match on Thursday.

Indian men go down to
Belgium in Pro League
Press Trust of India
ANTWERP (BELGIUM)

Room to improve: Defensive lapses cost India the game.

X@THEHOCKEYINDIA

National champion Sachin
Siwach (57kg) produced an
attacking display to regis-
ter a dominant win over
Alex Mukuka of New Zea-
land in the opening round
of the 2nd Boxing World
Quali�ers for the Paris
Olympics here on Friday.

Siwach, a Strandja Me-
morial gold medallist, kept
up the pressure over his
opponent throughout the

bout, ensuring a unani-
mous 5-0 verdict from the
judges to give the 10-mem-
ber Indian contingent a
winning start.

On Saturday, senior Na-
tional bronze medallist Ab-
himanyu Loura will take
on Bulgaria’s Kristiyan Ni-
kolov in the opening round
of the 80kg category.

Amit Panghal (51kg), a
2022 Commonwealth
Games gold medallist, and
2022 Asian Games bronze
medallist Narendra Berwal

(+92kg) have got a bye in
the opening round.

India has �elded seven
men and three women in
the second quali�ers and
all boxers will have to at
least make it to the semi�-
nals to stand a chance to
book their berths for the
Olympics.

Nikhat Zareen (50kg),
Preeti Pawar (54kg) and
Lovlina Borgohain (75kg)
have so far secured their
entry to Paris at the Asian
Games.

Siwach outpunches Mukuka 
to give India a winning start

Press Trust of India
BANGKOK

India’s top-ranked singles
player Sumit Nagal was
handed a tough opening
round at the French Open
as he is set to face World
No. 18 Karen Khachanov of
Russia here on Sunday.

Direct entry
World No. 94 Nagal earned
a direct entry into the main
draw of the Grand Slam af-
ter his consistent perfor-
mances on the tour. 

He became the �rst In-
dian man to qualify for the
French Open main draw
since Prajnesh Gunneswa-
ran in 2019.

Nagal faces
World No. 18
Khachanov 
in �rst round

Press Trust of India
PARIS
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Manchester United manag-
er Erik ten Hag hopes to
bolster his chances of
avoiding the sack by ruin-
ing Manchester City’s his-
tory bid in the FA Cup �nal
on Saturday.

For the second succes-
sive season, Wembley will
stage a Manchester derby
in the showpiece �xture.
Last year, City beat United
2-1 in the �nal en route an
incredible treble-winning
campaign that included
Premier League and Cham-
pions League glory.

City remains England’s
pre-eminent force, as it
showed by clinching an un-
precedented fourth suc-
cessive Premier League tit-
le last weekend. 

United left Wembley still
optimistic about the future
despite that defeat 12
months ago because Ten
Hag had ended its six-year
trophy drought by winning
the League Cup earlier in
the season.

Turbulent campaign
But the Red Devils return
to north London shaken by
a turbulent campaign that
leaves the Dutchman �ght-
ing to save his job.

United �nished eighth
in the Premier League — its
lowest �nal position since
1990 — and failed even to
make it out of the Cham-
pions League group stage.

Ten Hag has blamed Un-
ited’s woes on injuries, but
that might not convince
the club’s new co-owner
Jim Ratcli�e to keep faith
with him. The Dutch coach
reportedly caused friction

among his squad after
clashing with Jadon San-
cho and Marcus Rashford,
setting the tone for a series
of embarrassing defeats
against Crystal Palace,
Bournemouth, Fulham,
Copenhagen and Galatasa-
ray among others.

United only made it to
the FA Cup �nal after blow-
ing a three-goal lead and
surviving a penalty shoo-
tout against second- tier
Coventry in a semi�nal
that underlined the �aws
in ten Hag’s erratic team.

England boss Gareth
Southgate, former Chelsea
manager Mauricio Pochet-
tino and Ipswich chief Kie-
ran McKenna have all been
linked with the Old Traf-
ford job.

Ten Hag’s hopes of stay-
ing at United into a third
season would be improved
if it can spoil City’s bid to
become the �rst English
club to win both the Pre-
mier League and FA Cup
two years in a row. 

Focus
“I came here to win tro-

phies,” ten Hag said. 
“I’m just focusing on the

job I have to do. That is �rst
to win the game on Satur-
day and then keep going in
the project.”

Will Manchester be
Blue or Red?

Ten Hag will be desperate to

win the FA Cup trophy. REUTERS

FA CUP FINAL

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Barcelona sacked coach
Xavi Hernandez on Friday
after the Catalan giant
failed to win a trophy this
season but just weeks since
he and club president Joan
Laporta agreed he would
stay in the post.

Xavi will take charge of
the team’s �nal LaLiga
match on Sunday at Sevilla
before departing.

“Barcelona president
Joan Laporta has told Xavi
Hernandez he will not con-
tinue as coach for the 2024-
25 season,” said Barcelona
in a statement.

Replacement
Former Bayern Munich
and Germany coach Hansi
Flick is heavily tipped to re-
place Xavi.

In January, Xavi said he
would leave at the end of

the season but, after a run
of strong form, in April he
and president Laporta
agreed the coach would
stay for the next campaign,
with his contract expiring
in June 2025.

However, the situation
quickly changed with
Spanish media reporting
Laporta was angered by
Xavi’s comments suggest-
ing it was hard for the �-
nancially-hamstrung club

to compete with Real Ma-
drid and other elite Euro-
pean sides.

“Barcelona wants to
thank Xavi for his work as
coach, which adds to his
unmatchable career as a
player and the captain of
the �rst team, and wish
him all the best in the fu-
ture,” continued Barcelo-
na’s statement.

“In the coming days,
Barcelona will reveal the
new coaching structure for
the �rst team sta�.”

Barcelona won LaLiga
last season but was not
able to successfully defend
the title in the current
campaign.

It was knocked out of
the Champions League in
the quarter�nals by Paris
Saint-Germain, was ham-
mered by Real Madrid in
the Spanish Super Cup �-
nal and lost to Athletic Bil-
bao in the Copa del Rey.

Barcelona sacks coach Xavi
after trophy-less season

Agence France-Presse
BARCELONA

Xavi. GETTY IMAGES

The Indian duo of V. Jyothi
Surekha and Priyansh en-
sured a medal by reaching
the compound mixed team
�nal and Deepika Kumari
remained in medal conten-
tion by entering the re-
curve women’s individual
semi�nals in the Archery
World Cup Stage-2 in Ye-
cheon, South Korea, on
Friday.

Jyothi and Priyansh
joined hands to help India
beat Vietnam 159-152, Mex-
ico 156-155, and host Korea
158-157 (in the semi�nals)
to make it to the title clash
against USA.

The Indian recurve
mixed team of Deepika
and Tarundeep Rai re-
ceived a bye and got the
better of Colombia 5-3 be-
fore falling to Spain 2-6 in
the quarter�nals.

Deepika overcame a
strong challenge from Slo-
venia’s Tinkara Kardinar in

the �rst round to record a
6-5 (shoot-o�: 9-8) victory.
After that she got past Viet-
nam’s Loc Thi Dao 6-2,
France’s Lisa Barbelin 6-0
and Turkey’s Elif Berra
Gokkir 6-4 to set up a sem-
i�nal date with top-seeded
Korean Lim Sihyeon.

Other Indian recurve fe-
male and male archers, in-
cluding the Olympic quali-
�ed B. Dhiraj who lost to
former European cham-
pion Pablo Acha Gonzalez
6-2 in the second round,
exited early.

Jyothi-Priyansh duo enters
compound mixed team �nal

Sports Bureau

ARCHERY WORLD CUP

H
ome favourite
Charles Leclerc
topped the times

for Ferrari ahead of Mer-
cedes’ Lewis Hamilton as
Max Verstappen struggled
to match their pace in Fri-
day’s second free practice
at the Monaco Grand Prix.

The 26-year-old Mone-
gasque driver was fast
throughout the day as he
clocked a best lap in one
minute and 11.278 seconds
to �nish 0.188 seconds
clear of Hamilton, who was
fastest in the opening ses-
sion earlier in the day.

Fernando Alonso was
third for Aston Martin, like
Hamilton showing his ex-
perience with a rejuvenat-
ed performance around
the merciless barrier-lined

Mediterranean street
circuit.

Championship leader
Verstappen was only
fourth, half a second adrift
of Leclerc, who has yet to
claim a podium �nish on
the roads he knows so well,
proving his fears that Red
Bull might struggle. 

“I’m jumping like a kan-
garoo and getting headach-
es,” complained the
Dutchman.

Lando Norris, winner of
his maiden F1 race in Mia-
mi three weeks ago, was
�fth for McLaren ahead of
Carlos Sainz in the second
Ferrari, Lance Stroll in the
second Aston Martin and
Sergio Perez in the other
Red Bull. 

A lively Alex Albon was
ninth for the improving
Williams team and George
Russell 10th in the second
Mercedes, ending the ses-
sion complaining of steer-
ing problems.

Rain had threatened
ahead of the second ses-
sion which began with Ha-
milton again leading the
exit from the pit-lane fol-
lowed by Kevin Magnussen
and Russell, all three show-
ing some urgency in reac-
tion to the principality’s
capricious micro-climate.

Perez, Magnussen, Ha-
milton and then Verstap-
pen set the pace before Ha-
milton took control only
for Verstappen, in 1:13.265
and then Leclerc, in
1:12.372, regained the
initiative.

Hitting the wall
In a busy opening charge,
Logan Sargeant kissed the
barriers in his Williams.
“Oh, I’ve hit the wall!” he
exclaimed, but without
causing serious damage
before most came in for a
set of soft tyres to do some
qualifying simulation laps
before the expected rain.

The 26-year-old Monegasque driver clocks one minute and 11.278

seconds; Hamilton and Alonso �nish second and third

MONACO GP

Ferrari’s Leclerc
tops practice two

Agence France-Presse
MONTE CARLO

Leading the charts: Leclerc zipping around the streets of Monte Carlo during second practice. AP
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India’s Rinku Hooda on Friday �nished third in
the men’s F46 javelin throw event at the World
Para Athletics Championship in Kobe but the
result was put on hold after a competitor lodged
a protest. Rinku’s fourth round throw of 62.77m
put him in the third place, but Sri Lanka’s
Priyantha Herath (64.59m), who �nished second,
lodged a protest apparently against top-spot
holder Guillermo Varona Gonzalez (65.16m) of
Cuba. “The Sri Lankan lodged a protest and that
is why the result is yet to be declared o�cial. In
any case, a medal is assured for Rinku,” said head
coach Satyanarayan. Ajeet Singh �nished fourth
with a throw of 62.11m.

Hooda �nishes third in F46
javelin but result put on hold

Stand-in captain Brandon King made 79 as West
Indies defeated South Africa by 28 runs in the
�rst T20I of a three-game series in Kingston on
Thursday. Opener King, deputising for skipper
Rovman Powell who has been away on IPL duty,
racked up his runs o� 45 balls with six sixes and
six boundaries as WI made 175 for eight. In reply,
SA laboured to 147 all out despite Reeza
Hendricks scoring a half-century. “I know the
conditions well, which was an advantage,” said
Player-of-the-Match King who was playing at his
home Sabina Park ground. “We knew we had to
go hard against the new ball as it’d get tougher.”

The scores: West Indies 175/8 in 20 overs (King 79, Mayers 34,
Chase 32 n.o., Baartman 3/26, Phehlukwayo 3/28) bt South
Africa 147 in 19.5 overs (Hendricks 87, Forde 3/27, McCoy 2/15,
Motie 3/25).

King propels West Indies to 
a win against South Africa

INBRIEF
�

Badminton: Malaysia Masters: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio-
Cinema, 10.30 a.m.

Hockey: FIH Pro League, Belgium vs India (Women), Sports
18-1 (SD & HD) & JioCinema, 5.30 p.m; Belgium vs India (Men),
Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & JioCinema, 7.30 p.m.

LaLiga: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & JioCinema, 5.30, 7.45, 10 p.m.
& 12.30 a.m. (Sunday)

England vs Pakistan: 2nd T20I, Sony Sports Ten 5 (SD & HD)
& LIV, 7 p.m.

Formula One: Monaco GP (Qualifying), F1 TV, F1 TV Pro App
& FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

USA vs Bangladesh: 3rd T20I, FanCode, 8.30 p.m.

Serie A: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & JioCinema, 9.30 p.m. & 12.15
a.m. (Sunday)

West Indies vs South Africa: 2nd T20I, FanCode, 12.30 a.m.
(Sunday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Yuki Bhambri and Albano
Olivetti squeezed their way
past top seeds Santiago
Gonzalez and Edouard
Roger-Vasselin 6-3, 6-7(5),
[10-7] in the doubles semi�-
nals of the €651,865 ATP
tennis tournament in
Lyon, France, on Friday.

In the �nal, the Indo-
French pair will play Harri
Helliovaara of Finland and

Henry Patten of Britain.

Other results: €74,825
Challenger, Skopje,
Macedonia: Quarterfinals:
Ryan Seggerman & Patrik Trhac
(USA) bt Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
& Vijay Sundar Prashanth 7-5,
7-6(5).

$41,000 Challenger, Kachreti,
Georgia: Semifinals: Charles
Broom & Ben Jones (GBR) bt
Yanki Erel (Tur) & Ramkumar
Ramanathan 7-5, 7-6(6).

$25,000 ITF men, Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia: Quarterfinals:
Benjamin Lock (Zim) bt Ishaque
Eqbal 7-6(3), (retd.); Eliakim
Coulibaly (CIV) bt Adil Kalyanpur
6-1, 6-4; Siddharth Vishwakarma
bt Kabir Hans 4-6, 6-1, 6-4.

Doubles (semifinals): Benjamin
Lock & Courtney Lock (Zim) bt
Chirag Duhan & Ishaque Eqbal
6-4, 6-2; Quarterfinals: Siddhant
Banthia & Nitin Kumar Sinha bt
Raghav Jaisinghani & Sina
Moghimi (Iri) 6-7(3), 6-2, [10-4];
Chirag & Ishaque bt Kabir Hans &
Karan Singh 7-6(4), 6-1.

$15,000 ITF men, Kingston,
Jamaica: Second round: Aryan
Shah bt Joshua Sheehy (USA) 6-1,
6-4.

Doubles (quarterfinals):
Adhithya Ganesan (USA) & Aryan
Shah bt Reece Falck (Nzl) &
Timothy Gray (Aus) 6-4, 7-6(4).

$15,000 ITF women, Monastir,
Tunisia: Quarterfinals: Zeel
Desai bt Maria Gonzalez (Col) 6-4,
7-5; Doubles (semifinals):
Angella Okutoyi (Ken) & Merna
Refaat (Egy) bt Zeel Desai & Daria
Khomutsianskaya 6-3, 6-1.

Bhambri-Olivetti pair makes the summit
clash in Lyon ATP tournament

Sports Bureau

F
orward Parthib Go-
goi and defender
Muhammad Ham-

mad were left out due to in-
juries as India announced
a 27-member squad for the
World Cup qualifying
match against Kuwait on
June 6 which would mark
the end of long-serving
captain and ace striker Su-
nil Chhetri’s international
career.

The squad for the game
to be held in Kolkata was
announced by head coach
Igor Stimac.

A total of 32 players had
been camping here, out of
which �ve — Phurba La-
chenpa, Parthib, Imran
Khan, Hammad and Jithin
M.S. — have been released
from the camp.

“All of them were very
professional and hard-
working. The competition
is really strong amongst
them, especially in the po-
sitions of Jithin and Par-
thib,” Stimac said in a me-
dia release.

“Parthib and Hammad
su�ered minor injuries a
few days back and will

need 7-14 days of rest,” he
added without specifying
the nature of injuries.

The Blue Tigers will face
Kuwait at the Vivekananda
Yuba Bharati Krirangan on
June 6. 

India is currently placed
second in the group, with
four points from four
matches. The top two
teams in the group will
qualify for Round 3 of the
FIFA World Cup Quali�ers
and book their berth at the
AFC Asian Cup 2027.

Chhetri, 39, announced

his decision to retire from
international football on
May 17. 

The match against Ku-
wait will bring the curtains
down on a glittering 19-
year career during which
he became India’s top goal-
scorer with 94 strikes. 

He will leave the scene
as India’s most-capped
player after competing in
151 matches at the end of
his swansong contest. He
currently sits fourth in the
all-time list of international
goal-scorers.

The squad: Goalkeepers:
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, Amrinder
Singh, Vishal Kaith; Defenders:
Amey Ranawade, Anwar Ali, Jay
Gupta, Lalchungnunga, Mehtab
Singh, Narender, Nikhil Poojary,
Rahul Bheke, Subhasish Bose; 

Midfielders: Anirudh Thapa,
Brandon Fernandes, Edmund
Lalrindika, Jeakson Singh
Thounaojam, Lallianzuala
Chhangte, Liston Colaco, Mahesh
Singh Naorem, Nandhakumar
Sekar, Sahal Abdul Samad,
Suresh Singh Wangjam; 

Forwards: David Lalhlansanga,
Manvir Singh, Rahim Ali, Sunil
Chhetri, Vikram Partap Singh.

The contest against Kuwait will be the ace striker’s �nal international match; The Blue Tigers are

currently placed second in the group, having garnered four points from as many encounters

FIFA WC QUALIFIER

India’s 27-member squad
for Chhetri’s farewell game

Press Trust of India
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Last hurrah: The Indian team will be keen on getting a victory in Chhetri’s last game. AIFF

Pakistan on Friday became
the 20th and the last team
to announce a 15-man
squad for the T20 World
Cup to be held in the Unit-
ed States and the West In-
dies next month.

Pakistan’s Group A in-
cludes arch rivals India as
well as Canada, Ireland,
and United States. 

Babar Azam will lead
the squad with Pakistan
facing United States in its
�rst match in Dallas on
June 6. 

The squad:

Babar Azam (Capt.), Mohammad
Rizwan, Saim Ayub, Fakhar
Zaman, Usman Khan, Azam
Khan, Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad
Wasim, Shadab Khan,
Mohammad Amir, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Naseem Shah, Abbas Afridi,
Haris Rauf, Abrar Ahmed.

Pakistan announces
T20 World Cup squad

Agence France-Presse
KARACHI

Velavan Senthilkumar and
Abhay Singh entered the
quarter�nals of the presti-
gious $53,500 QSF 3
squash tournament with
stunning second-round
wins over seeded oppo-
nents here. The tourna-
ment is a PSA World Tour
Bronze event.

Reigning National cham-
pion Senthilkumar defeat-
ed Egyptian seventh seed

Omar Mosaad, a former
World No. 3, 13-11, 11-3, 9-3
after the latter retired in 30
minutes due to an injury.

Asian Games medallist
Abhay then beat sixth-
seeded Frenchman Au-
guste Dussourd 11-7, 5-11,
10-12, 11-5, 9-3, who also
conceded his match in 59
minutes on Thursday.

World No. 55 Senthilku-
mar will meet Egyptian top
seed and World No. 8 Ta-
rek Momen next, while Ab-
hay, ranked 67 in the
world, will take on Malay-
sian third seed and World
No. 15 Eain Yow Ng. 

Senthilkumar, Abhay
make the quarter�nals 

SQUASH

Press Trust of India
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Pooja Arthi knocked out
second seed Malak Samir
of Egypt 12-10, 11-6, 5-11, 11-7
in the women’s quarter�-
nals of the HCL $6,000
PSA Challenger squash
tournament at the Daly
College in Indore on
Friday.

In the HCL Indian Open
junior squash champion-
ship, Diya Dhillon beat
Durga Paradhi 11-4, 11-2, 11-7
in the girls under-19
pre-quarter�nals.

The results (quarterfinals):

PSA Challenger
(quarterfinals): Men: Ravindu
Laksiri (Sri) bt Diwakar Singh
9-11, 11-5, 11-6, 11-8; Vedant
Patel bt K.S. Arihant 8-11, 12-14,
13-11, 11-8, 11-9; Shamil Wakeel
(Sri) bt Tavneet Singh Mundra
11-5, 11-5, 11-2; Om Semwal bt
Bader Almaghrebi (Kuw) 15-13,
11-7, 11-3.

Women: Rathika Suthanthira
Seelan bt Navya Sundararajan
11-2, 11-7, 9-11, 11-6; Nirupama
Dubey bt Anjali Semwal 7-11,
11-6, 11-7, 6-11, 11-3; Akanksha
Gupta bt Yeheni Kuruppu (Sri)
11-7, 1-11, 11-7, 4-11, 12-10;
Pooja Arthi bt Malak Samir 12-10,
11-6, 5-11, 11-7.

Indian Open juniors: 

Girls’ under-19
(pre-quarterfinals): Diya
Dhillon bt Durga Paradhi 11-4,
11-2, 11-7; Yashi Jain bt Diya
Yadav (USA) 12-10 (retd.); Aishni
Pathak bt Dhritih Kandpal 11-7,
11-5, 11-7; Rewa Nimbalkar w.o.
Waikhom Chanu; Chhavi Saran bt
Yashvi Lakhwani 11-1, 11-1, 11-2;
Niruama Dubey bt Garima Nagar
11-3, 11-3, 11-1.

Pooja stuns
second seed
Malak

Sports Bureau

Second seed Suraj Prabodh
beat top seed Neeraj Yash-
paul 6-2, 6-4 in the �nal of
the HPCL Mittal ₹100,000
AITA men’s ranking tennis
tournament at the CLTA
Complex in Chandigarh on
Friday to complete a grand
double.

Suraj gets 
the better of
Neeraj

Sports Bureau

Shivtej Shirfule battled
past �fth seed Prakaash
Sarrann 7-6(5), 6-7(5), 6-4
in the boys quarter�nals of
the Ramesh Desai memo-
rial National sub-junior
tennis championship at the
KDLTA Complex in Kolha-
pur on Friday.

In the girls section, Swa-
nika Roy beat second seed
Anandita Upadhyay 6-3,
6-4.

The results (quarterfinals):
U-16 boys: Prateek Sheoran bt
Neel Kelkar 6-1, 6-3; Hruthik
Katakam bt Saksham Bhansali
6-3, 6-2; Tavish Pahwa bt Harsh
Malik 6-0, 6-1; Shivtej Shirfule bt
Prakaash Sarran 7-6(5), 6-7(5),
6-4. U-16 girls: Swasti Singh bt
Deepshika Vinayagamurthy 6-2,
6-4; Parthhsarthi Mundhe bt
Shaivi Dalal 6-2, 6-2; Ranjhana
Sangram bt Nainika Bendram 6-2,
6-3; Swanika Roy bt Anandita
Upadhyay 6-3, 6-4.

Shivtej gets
past Prakaash 

Sports Bureau

The Indian junior men’s
hockey team fought hard
after a sluggish start but
could not prevent a 4-5 loss
to local Dutch side Bredase
Hockey Vereniging Push in
its third match of the ongo-
ing Europe tour here on
Thursday. 

The journey
After a narrow 2-2 (4-2) pe-
nalty shootout victory, In-
dia had slumped to a 2-3

loss to the Belgium junior
side in its previous match.

Captain Rohit (18th mi-
nute), Sourabh Anand
Khushwaha (24th), Ankit
Pal (32nd), and Arshdeep
Singh (58th) sounded the
board for India, but the
side was unable to over-
turn the �ve-goal de�cit. 

Next assignment
The Indian junior men’s
team will play its next
match against Germany in
Mönchengladbach on May
28.

India junior men’s
hockey team loses to
Dutch local club
Press Trust of India
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In his own words, Andre
Onana arrived at Manches-
ter United last year as the
“best goalkeeper in the
world.” 

Within weeks his repu-
tation had taken a batter-
ing and he was left needing
to protect his mental
health. 

“It was for me in certain
moments like what hap-
pened?” Onana said as he
prepared for Saturday’s FA
Cup �nal against Premier
League champion Man-
chester City at Wembley
Stadium.

As a modern ball-play-

ing keeper, he was seen as
pivotal to manager Erik ten
Hag’s plans to mount a Pre-
mier League and Cham-
pions League challenge.

But, a series of costly er-
rors in his opening weeks
at the club saw him be-
come a symbol of United’s
troubled campaign.

“I arrived as the best
goalkeeper in the world
and boom, it went down
and you see how di�cult
football is sometimes,”
Onana said.

“I decided to not stay
there but to stand up and
�ght to the end. I know
who I am. I know what I
did to arrive here and nev-
er forget what you did.

Decided to stand up and �ght to
the end: United’s Onana on
protecting his mental health
Associated Press
MANCHESTER

Tough times: Onana said it took him six months to feel good at

Manchester United. AP 

Mayank and Prince
excel in FCI’s 
easy victory

Player-of-the-Match
Mayank Rawat scored an
unbeaten 108 in just 84
balls and Prince
Choudhary picked up four
wickets as Food
Corporation of India beat
Collage Sports Club by
eight wickets in the 47th
All India Lala Raghubir
Singh Hot Weather

tournament.
The scores: CSC 209 in 30 overs
(Pardeep Parashar 44, Prince
Choudhary 4/39) lost to FCI 210/2
in 26 overs (Mayank Rawat 106
n.o., Umang Sharma 54 n.o.).

Anurag shines for
Maulana Azad Club
Anurag Pal’s four wickets
helped Maulana Azad Club
beat IMCA Junior by four
wickets in the 4th
Harcourt Butler Under-14
tournament.

The scores: IMCA Junior 105 in
24 overs (Nakul 30, Anurag Pal
4/22) lost to MAC 111/6 in 19
overs (Shaurya 34).

Harsh and Suraj bowl 
well in Kashmere Gate
Colts’ win

Harsh Tyagi picked up
three wickets for just one
run and Suraj took two for
seven runs as Kashmere
Gate Colts beat Gemini
Club by 85 runs in the
DDCA T20 League.

The scores: KG Colts 164/8 in 20
overs (Tarun Bisht 76, Tishant
Dabla 3/23) bt Gemini Club 79/9
in 20 overs (Harsh Tyagi 3/1, Suraj
2/7).

Sonnet Club 221/1 in 20 overs
(Jitesh 97, Sanat Sangwan 95) bt
Kishan Ganj Gymkhana 175/9 in
20 overs (Nikhil Malik 62, Aditya
Kumar 35, Lokesh Nagar 3/16,
Aditya Bhandari 3/26).

Universal Club 146/3 in 20 overs
(Viren 47 n.o.) bt Mata Ved
Solanki Club 133/8 in 20 overs
(Idhant Sharma 3/21, Ritik Kumar
3/17).

NEW DELHI ROUND-UP
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