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Pune minor rams
Porsche into bike,
kills two techies

'wo 2d-year-old techies

hailingfrom MP, Aneesh
Awadhia and Ashwini Kosh-
ta, werekilled after a Porsche
Taycan driven by the 17-yvear-
old son of a builder hit their
bike in Pune at 2.30am on
sunday The minor driver,
who was detained but later
released by the juvenile jus-
tice board, was on his way
home with friends after a
pub party when he rammed
into the bike and a few other
vehicles. While the boy's
blood samples have been sent
for alcohol test, a criminal of-
fence against his father has
been added to the FIR. The
pub has also been booked for
serving liquor to minors. P7

Engine fire leaves
179 flyers stranded

n engine of a Kochi-bou-

nd Al Express plane fr-
om Punecaughtfireminutes
after takeoff from Bengalu-
ru after a stopover Saturday,
forcing a return and emerge-
ncy evacuation of 179 flyers,
leaving them stranded for
nearly 13 hours.P7
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CITY TURNOUT
IN 2019: 55.4%

Lowest

1991

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

tions which followed the

Pulwama attack, Mumbai's
turnout wass5.4%, thehighest
in three decades. This was a
departure from the electoral
apathy tvpicallv seen in In-
dia’s financial capital. Polling
in the citv had sunk to an all-
time low of 41.2% in the 1991
polls which followed the Man-
dir-Mandal agitation and has
crossed the half-way mark on-
ly three times since.

] n the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-

» Forecast for 34-36 deg C,
light showers in city, P 5

» Rohit posts ‘proof’ of
booth capturing in Beed, P 4

How will Mumbai score on
Monday, with the poll being
held in the peak of summer
and in the last leg of this dra-
wn out 5-phase election in Ma-
harashtra? In 2019, Mumbai
had voted on April 29, This ve-
ar, voting dayv is almost a mo-
nth later, coinciding with sch-
ool vacation.

Amid concerns about the
nationwide turnout so far, Ma-
harashtra has recorded 62.9%
overall in the four phasesof the
poll, a marginal increase of
0.4% from 2019, And Mumbai is
oround zeroof the turmoil that
followed the BJP-backed split
of Shiv Sena and NCP It is the
birthplace of Shiv Sena and
now the backdrop of the pres-
tige battle between its two fac-
tions for control over the city,

The campaign has been do-
minated by emotive issues in-
cluding the “traitor-loyalist’
narrative that followed the Se-
nasplit and the Marathi-Guja-
ratl divide which flared up in
Ghatkopar. PM Modi made the
*nakli Sena” jibe at Uddhav
Thackeray's party.

Slum redevelopment, pri-
ce rise, transport and infras-
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‘What’s On Your Mind, Mumbal

10 in MMR, 3 in North Maha (Dhule, Dindori & 5
Nashik). They saw avg 55.6% tumoutin 2019  Z{*%

Who won these WHO WON HOW 5,
13 seats last time MANY SEATS

sip 6 IN MAHA IN 2019
ey 1 T ] BJP 23| Sena-Undivided
T 9000 18| NCP4|Cong 1|
Undivided Sena 7 AIMIM 1| Indpendent 1

tﬂ*jﬂi.r;é‘@

BJF ShivSena NCP Congress MNCP-SP Sena-UBT

Mumbai North Gaikwad (Congress) (Sena-Undivided). 4.1 lakh votes
Piyush Goyal (BJP) vs Bhushan 2019 winner: Poonam Mahajan Kalyan
Patil (Cong) (BJP). 1.3 lakh votes X
2019 winner: Gopal Shetty (BJP). . Shrikant Shinde (Sena) vs
Victory margin: 4.65 lakh votes | Mumbai South Central Vaishali Darekar-Rane
Rahul Shewale (Sena) vs Anil (Sena-UBT)
Mumbai North West Desai (Sena-UBT) 2019 winner: Shrikant Shinde
Ravindra Waikar (Shiv Sena) vs | 2019 winner: Rahul Shewale (Sena-Undivided). 3.44 lakh votes
Amol Kirtikar (Sena-UBT) (Sena-Undivided). 1.52 lakh votes Bhiwandi
2019 winner; Gajanan Kirtikar . g
(Sena-Undivided). 2.6 lakh votes | Mumbai South i Kapil Patil (BJP) vs S Mhatre
Yamini Jadhav (Sena) vs Arvind (NCP-5P) vs N Sambare (Ind)
Mumbai North East Sawant (Sena-UBT) 2019 winner: Kapil Moreshwar
Mihir Kotecha (BIP) vs Sanjay 2019 winner: Arvind Sawant Patil (BJP). 1.56 lakh votes
Dina Patil (Sena-UBT) (Sena-Undivided). 1 lakh votes Palghar
ﬂ?ﬂmﬁg A L Thane H Savara (BJP) vs Bharti Kamdi
' Naresh Mhaske (Sena) vs Rajan | (Sena-UBT) vs Rajesh Patil (BVA)
Mumbai North Central Vichare (Sena-UBT) 2019 winner: Rajendra Gavit
Ujjwal Nikam (BJP) vs Varsha 2019 winner: Rajan Vichare (Sena-Undivided). 88,000 votes

An all-women managed booth at a school on Yari Road

CONTESTS IN 10 MUMBAI REGION SEATS

MAHA'S FINAL PHASE: 13 SEA'I'S VOT E TODAY

» Verify your name on
electoral list and polling booth
by calling 1950 (add STD code)
or by visiting the EC website
electoralsearch.eci.gov.in

> Or text EC| space EPIC (Voter
|D) to 1950. If EPIC is 12345678
then sms ECI 12345678 to 1950

» For easier access, download
Voter Helpline App (Android) or
Voter Helpline App (i0S)

> Carry voter ID card or ID
proof docus like passport,
driving licence, PAN/Aadhaar

> Vioter slip, electricity bill,
ration card not accepted as
ID proof at polling station

» Mobiles, cameras not
allowed inside polling booth;
no facilities at the polling
station to deposit them

> Police may confiscate
gadgets if found inside booth

» |f name not found on list,
check with the presiding officer
at the polling booth whether
it's on the list of absentees,
shifted or dead voters

» For help, you can contact
the electoral registration
officer at the polling station

First battle after splits, parties
focus on Marathi, minority votes

\ s Mumbaipreparesfor firstelectoral battle |
A\ afterthesplits in Shiv Sena and NCP. parti- :
: dates establishments declare a paid holiday
ting to gauge any change in turnout in areas |
. pensatory off, others, including essential servie-
es such as hospitals, will have flexible schedules.
populations saw high polling, while Muslim
: week, work pressure could proveadampener. P5

es will be looking closely at assembly-wise vo-

where they have a base. In 2019 LS polls, assem-
bly segments with high Gujarati and Marathi

dominated constituencies had low polling. P2

Some city offices give the day off,
others opt for flexible work hours

\\ Jill Mumbai, known for its apathy, turnout
¥ inforce to vote? Sec 135 B of RP Act man-

While some offices have given their staff com-

There's a fear that it being the first day of the

tructure were among other i1s-
sues that were raised during
poll campaigns. Mumbai often
serves as a barometer for the
mood of the nation. Since 1991,
the party that controlled

Mumbai has gone on to form
the govt at the Centre.

In 2004 and 2009, the Cong-
ress-NCP alliance dominated
Mumbai by winning all six se-
ats and the UPA ruled at the

Centre, BJP and undivided Se-
na won all six seats in 2014 and
2019 even as PM Modi took
charge in Delhi.

»Tug of war, P 4

UP teen seen voting
for BJP 8 times in clip

viral video showing

the17-yvear-old sonof a
gram pradhan purported-
ly voting eight times at a
polling station in UP's Far-
rukhabad constituency on
Mayv 13 led the authorities
to file an FIR and detain
him on Sunday, initiate di-
sciplinary  proceedings
against officials managing
the polling booth, and re-
commendarepoll. P8
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“ EC has conducted
special campaigns...

We hope this will help
in increasing voting
percentage

9 Pawar: Oppn will win

at least half the seats in
Smce 1991, City’s Voter Turnout Has Crossed 50% Only Three Times Maha, dislodge NDA govt

Prafulla Marpakwar

Mumbai: With the Lok Sabha
elections in Maharashitra set
to reach its final phase Mon-
day, NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar told TOI in an exclusi-
ve interview that he was con-
fident the INDIA bloc would
dislodge the Narendra Modi-
led NDA govt. When asked
who the Prime Minister wo-
uld be if his prediction comes
true, Pawar said it will be de-
cided in the meeting of the
newly elected MPs.

In Maharashtra, he said,
“the performance of Maha
Vikas Aghadi will be impres-
sive, it will win at least 50% of
the seats.” He said it was a
sign of Modi's loss of confi-
dence that he spent so much
time on “extensive campaig-
ning” in Maharashtra,” refer-
ring to the fact that the PM at-
tended 18 election rallies

| think Modi's opinion is
wrong; it is not a crime
to follow in your parents’
footsteps... All will
depend on his/her
professional

competence

Sharad Pawar

FULLINTERVIEW: P4

acrossthe state,

On PM Modi's claim that
BJP will get a historic manda-
te in the polls, Pawar said:
“Ever since Lok Sabha elec-
tions were declared, he has gi-
ven a slogan, ‘Abki baar, 400
paar’ (This time, 400 and mo-
re). Modi's opinion appears to
be unrealistic...] am doubtful
if BJPwill reach the majority
mark in view of severe dis-
content against the NDA
acrossthe country”

Chopper with Iran Prez Raisi
crashes on Azerbaijan border

\ n helicopter carrying Iran
A\ President Ebrahim Raisi
and his foreign minister crash-
ed on Sunday as it was crossing
mountain terrain near Jolfa,

on the Iran-Azer-
baijan border, in
heavy fog. An Ir-
anian official sa-
id the lives of Ra-
15i and minister

)
Hossein Amirab- L

dollahian were “at risk”, addi-
ng, “We are still hopeful, but in-
formation from the crash site is
very concerning.” Raisi was in
Azerbaijan to Inaugurate a
dam. Turkey is sending 32 re-
scue specialists to help Iran.
Supreme leader Ayatollah
Khamenei held a meeting with

The chopper with Raisi takes off
after the inauguration of a dam
on the Iran-Azerbaijan border

the National Security Council.
On X, PM Modisaid, “Deeply
concerned by reports regarding
President Raisi's helicopter flig-
ht today. We stand in solidarity
with Iranian people in this hour
of distress, and pray for well be-
ing of the President and his en-
tourage.” acencies Inside Jacket
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MUMBAI NORTH
BHUSHAN
PI‘YUSH GOYAL | 59 |BJP PATIL | 55 | INC
Union minister is a 2nd-generation
BJP politician from Mumbai. A Odds are stacked
3-time Rajya Sabha MP, this is the against the Mumbai

first LS poll for him. Has promised
to make the constituency “slum
free™ with in-situ rehab, Can bank
on committed BJP
voter base, which

W includes north Indi-
t. ans, Gujaratis. Low
V' turnout may create
problems

incumbency for BJP is his

makes him appealing to a

ers including Maharashtri

Congress vice-president, Anti-
strength, plus a sizeable chunk of
minority votes which make up

more than 20% of electors. The
split in the original Shiv Sena

broader cross-section of vot-

aligned to Uddhayv Thackeray j
[
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MUMBAI NORTH-WEST

AMOL KIRTIKAR | 52 | RAVINDRA
WAIKAR | 65 |

SHIV SENA (UB SHIV SENA

Son of two-time Sena MP Gajanan

Kirtikar, contesting father’s seat. Ex-corporator and MLA, vet-

He is backed by Thackeray, but not eran of many poll battles.

BJP. Facing a probe for
irreqularities into a

Rs 6-crore BMC con- :
tract, Kirtikar will rely options but to leave Thack-
on the party's shakhas eray due to pressure from

to rally support. He
fought assembly polls in
2019 from Goregaon

but was unsuccessful

‘e

laundering case. Needs to
convince Sena's tradi-
tional vote bank

(Yore)

K

Vel

loyalties to Shinde, and tried to
portray himself as a victim of
conspiracies, one who had no

central agencies in a money

No. of Electors

17.4 lakh

Switched

MUMBAI
NORTH-CENTRAL

Mumbai’s Voting Preferences Have Often
Been A Bellwether For The Nation’s Mood.
The Turnout In The Metropolis, F
Varies Depending On Area And Otk
Such As Class, Caste And Community

T00 BUSY?
T00 HOT?

~ JUST GO OUT
AND VOTE

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

th the electoral com-

petition in Mumbai

fierce this time owing

to splits in Shiv Sena

and NCE political par-

ties will be looking closely at assembly-

wise voting percentages to gauge wheth-

er voting has increased or decreased in
areas where they have a base.

Each of Mumbai's 6 LS seats has 6
assembly constituencies, making it a
total of 36 assembly seats.

In the last two LS polls, assembly seg-
ments of Borivli, Dahisar, Charkop,
Jogeshwari East, Vile Parle, Ghatkopar
East, Bhandup West, Mulund, Wadala
and Mahim-—areas with more middle-
class population—saw a turnout of 55
B0% or above. At the other end, segments
such as Colaba, Mumbadevi, Dharavi,
Bandra East, Kurla, Chandivli,
Mankhurd, Andheri West, Versova and
sion-Koliwada—most have large chunks
of low-income, minority, Dalit popula-
tions—failed to cross the 50-52% mark.

The Mahayuti will be banking on a
rise in turnout in assembly segments
where Prime Minister Modi’s appeal and
the split in Marathi votes will carry
weight. The MVA will hope for a higher
turnout in assembly constituencies with
Marathi, minority and Dalit voters.

“In the 2019 elections, there was very
high polling in the Gujarati dominated
suburbs like Borivli, Jogeshwari and
Vile Parle and areas with higher Marathi
population,” said a senior Congress
leader. “The Muslim dominated con-
stituencies like Mumbadevi, Mankhurd
and Kurla showed low polling. The result
was clearly in favour of the NDA from
the turnout,” he added.

“It has to be seen how the traditional
Marathi, Gujarati and minority pockets
will vote, given the changed political dy-
namics. It will matter a lot in deciding
the fate of candidates,” said Shiv Sena
spokesperson Krishna Hegde.

Parties will also assess whether their
alliances have resulted in a vote transfer
to the candidate in areas where the allies
have a base.

Expressing hope of higher turnout,
Dr Kiran Kulkarni, additional chief
electoral officer; said Maharashtra’s first
four phases have seen a slight increase
in turnout from 2019, indicating more
enthusiasm and awareness. “EC has
conducted special campaigns in slums,
village and other pockets, besides the
entire western suburban Mumbai... We
hope this will help in increasing voting
percentage,” he said.

Congress spokesperson Anant Gadg-
il said EC should set up separate booths

owever,
er Factors

MUMBAI
SOUTH-CENTRAL

MUMBAI SOUTH
ANIL SAWANT | 72

for areas dominated by the higher mid-
dle class, middle class and lower income
groups. “Those in the higher and mid-
dle class are opinion-makers but are not
alwayvs enthusiastic about voting due to
crowding, confusion in electoral rolls
and changing booth setups.” He added,
“Areas with economically weaker sec-
tions such as Dharavi, Mankhurd, Ver-
sova and Kurla have a lower voting
population than their actual popula-
tion. A sizeable floating population
migrates during elections, affecting
turnout.”

2019 TURNOUT:
BORIVLI ON TOP,
COLABA BOTTOM

In city, top & bottom assembly segments
in 2014 & 2019 in terms of voting %

M 2014/ I 2019

57.3 / 66.2
52.2 /623
52.2 / 60.8
56.1 /60,4
623 /596
60.7 /58.1
55.2 / 60.9
57.1/61.2

54.5 /59
58.9 / 63.6

Borivi

Dahisar
Charkop
Jogeshwari (E)
Wadala

Vile Parle
Ghatkopar (E)
Bhandup (W)
Mulund

Colaba
Mumbadevi
Dharavi
Bandra (E)
Kurla
Chandivall a——
Mankhurt ———
Andheri (W) m——
VErsova m—
Sion Koliwada a—

48.8/45.1
47.6/48.3
49.7/48.1
413 /521
45.7 /512
426/50.1
40.8/ 46.9
48.7/50.1
43.2/485
53.8/519

Explaining some reasons for low
turnout, BJP chief spokesperson Kes-
hav Upadhye said that “on Friday
night, there were reports highways
leading to Pune, Ahmedabad, Nashik
and Goa witnessed a larger number of
motorists taking advantage of the
longer holiday. Similarly, people espe-
cially in older South Mumbai areas
rent out their homes and live else-
where, affecting turnout. These issues
should be settled.”

No. of Candidates Voter Turnout (%)
21 21 54 Men £a Women
2024 2019 2013 401 4% 46%
AGE WISE
BREAKUP OF -
ELECTORATE ok 51r:

SHIV SENA (Uﬁ'l')l

Two-term MP, had defeat-
ed Congress's Milind Deora
in 2014 and 2019, Was a Union minister
briefly in 2019 before Sena aligned with
* Congress and NCP. Active in worker unions

UJJWAL NIKAM | 69 | BJP

Special public prosecutor in 26/11
trial is the Marathi manoos face
of BJP's campaign in Mumbai. Symbolises
the party’s tough stand on law and order and
internal security. High profile and articulate.

RAHUL SHEWALE | 51|
SHIV SENA

Two-time MP who switched to Eknath
Shinde camp. Considered a strong contender, Sh-
« pwale began as BMC corporator at 29, was BMC
stand‘lng committee chairman, switched to Lok

18-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 70-79 ED+

MUMBAI NORTH-EAST

MIHIR KOTECHA | 49| SANJAY DINA Has no experience of poll campaigns, but has : ‘Sabha in 2014. He is a familiar face in Dharavi and and a prominent Sena face in Lok Sabha.
BJP PATIL | 55 | SHIV party's organisational support, and carries | 3‘ Trombay, but there is anti-incumbency against '\ Is non-controversial. This time, he can
SENA (U no political baggage \ " the Shinde-led Sena connect with pro-Congress voters too

A loyal party worker for three
decades. In 2014, he lost assembly
polls from Wadala; in 2019 won
from Mulund. Has tried to expand
his base beyond fellow Gujaratis by
trying to stall transfer of
project evacuees from
Dharavi and other areas
to Mulund on the
grounds that
this will unduly

YAMINI JADHAV | 56 | SHIV SENA

MLA from Byculla and former corporator, hus-
band is also an ex-corporator. Has been picked
as a Marathi face to take on Sawant because

the working class base of Sena may prove

decisive. Jadhavs left Thackeray and joined
Shinde group in 2022. They were investi-
gated in a money laundering case

A former NCP MP who lost

in 2014 to Kirit Somaiya of BJP,
Contested again in 2019 for NCP
and lost to Manoj Kotak (BIP).
Has a following among the
Marathi voters and is eyeing
Muslim and dalit votes from
Mankhurd, Vikhroli, on

account of the alliance

between Thackeray

VARSHA GAIKWAD | 49 | INC

A four-term MLA from Dharavi and former
minister, she is Congress's most experienced
legislator in the city. Gaikwad will be backed
by Shiv Sena (UBT). A significant minority
population boosts her prospects. But
Congress does not have much of an
organisational base left in the area

ANIL DESAI | 66| SHIV SENA (UBT)

Rajya Sabha MP for two terms, close to
Uddhav Thackeray. Handles party's legal issues.
A sober, English-speaking politician, he was in
the reckoning for the South Mumbai seat but got
South Central instead. Enjoys a clean image and
sympathy as Thackeray's candidate, but
has no popular connect

burden existing and Congress \ia. m \ii m \ii
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THANE KALYAN BHIWANDI PALGHAR
L
RAJAN VICHARE | 62 | SHIV SENA (UBT) SHRIKANT SHINDE | 37 | SHIV SENA KAPIL PATIL | | SURESH MHATRE | 54 | NCP (SP) gigmlg - EH%&LIEﬁMHI 150
Two-time MP, his mentor was late Anand Dighe. Two-time MP. Is son of CM Eknath Shinde. Doc- 63 |BJP Is in the warehousing business. B!JP | (
Has held positions in Thane civic corporation tor by training, he did M S Orthopaedics from Twostime Has changed parties at least 8 | Newcomer to state and central
and been MLA too. Not an enviable record for DY Patil College. Has reputation for spearhead- MP and times. Left Shinde's Sena a few Surgeon | level politics. Was president of
' parliamentary attendance or participation but ing development work. Received Sansad Ratna Union months back and joined NCP. and ex- Palghar zilla parishad. Engage-
g has reputation for tracking transport and infra for Lok Sabha performance. Projects begun in 4 fRicictar. There could be trust issues; minister ment with masses is limited. Has struggled
issues. Shinde nominee’s high-decibel campaign last few years should earn goodwill; has to keep Is from Agri commu- but Congress and Thackeray’s Vishnu to hold attention of crowds at rallies. Deep
may be a EhaIIEngE “-ﬁh BJP on his side nitﬁf which has |:Hg Suﬂpﬂﬁ can add to his |‘|:|tt'_l||’ Savara's son, lost ties with local Egmmunity is her best asset
A numbers in Thane 2019 Vikramoad as-
NARESH MHASKE | 55 | SHIV SENA VAISHALI DAREKAR | 49 | SHIV SENA (UBT) | and Bhiwandi. Was NILESH SAMBARE | 48 |IND | sembly politonce | RAJESH PATIL |49 | BVA
: e it ol : chairman of Thane Nilesh Sambare who run MLA by slgnificant Vasai resident and builder
Four-time corporator. Is close to chief minister Won Kalyan-Dombivli municipal polls thrice. Known Dist Coop bank. Has 1esh sa € W0 runs margin. Lacking a dsal resicent and buncer,
SthdE ﬂnﬁ s50n Dr Sh”kant HH'S SEr'U'Ed ds fﬂr EQQFEESWE Etﬂﬂd ﬂgalnﬁt Shde. WEIS Hﬂ] ShJ"dE'lﬂd 5Eﬂ&15 an NGD l'sa rﬂad EUﬂtraCtﬂr Strung Eﬂnnef:t w“h EmergEd w:tﬂrmus ln h|5 fII‘St
mayor in Thane civic body and is party spokes- Thackeray's nominee in 2010 civic polls, held spior But tEun by profession. Has received voters, he will rely attempt at MLA elections in
person. Dubbed ‘Chanakya of Thane politics,’ opposition leader post in KDMC. In 2009 LS polls, against *NCP cong SUPPﬂ['tfmm vanchit Bahujan on party organisa- 2019 from Eqrsar. Pa.t'l ge- A
Mhaske is known for his networking skills bagged over 1 lakh votes on MNS symbol against and Sana IEU.ETJI Ina S hgha_d:. Runs sch:m_ls and tion. BIP is sending fgated undivided Shiv Sena s
and political acumen. Can harness BJP, Shiv Sena's Anand Paranjape. But CM's son is a town with sizeable ; hospitals through his NGO. biggies like Amit ; Vilas Tare by 2,700 votes. Pati
MNS support to build vote base tough candidate to beat S uns Hails from Kunbi community which has Shah to campaian relies on votes from BVA strongholds
IIROKLY: VIiES over 3 lakh voters here like Vasai, Nalasopara and Boisar
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5 yrs on, 2 Japanese held for
gold smuggling acquitted

Ahmed.Ali
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Nearly five yve-
ars after two Japan natio-
nals had been accused of
trving to smuggle US dol-
lars worth Rs 1.2 crore, a
court acquitted them be-
cause of a “shoddy inves-
tigation” and the customs
department’s failure to
prove the case. The forex
was allegedly part of the
proceeds of gold smugg-
ling.

The two had been
caught on July 24, 2019,
Marin Kataigi was inter-
cepted at the city's inter-
nationalairport whileshe
was to board a flight to
Bangkok.

Her baggage allegedly
contained the US dollars
hidden in her belongings.
She admitted to carrying
forex bevond the admis-
sible limit without wvalid
documents, officials had
alleged.

A day later, she clai-
med that the currency be-
longed to Japan national
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Mumbai: Three days after
the bodies of an elderly cou-
ple were found at their Kandi-
vali (E) home, the police said
that the man died by suicide
but the cause of death of the
wife is still unclear.

Pramod Chonkar, 61, was
found hanging from the cei-
ling fan while his wife, Arpi-
ta, 57, was found lying on the
bed next to him. Both bodies
were decomposed when the
police found them Thursday.

According to the police,
the couple resided at Arva
Chanakya Nagar in Kandiva-
11 East, They were childless.
Pramod, the police claimed,
left behind a suicide note. Ba-
sed on the contents of the no-
e, police said the couple was
facingafinancial crunch.

local residents about a foul
odour emanating from the
Chonkars” house on Thurs-
day. After breaking open the
door, we found their bodies
and immediately moved them
to a hospital. The bodies were
decomposed. Pramod has left
behind a suicide note dated
May 14 inwhich he mentioned
that he was dving by suicide,”
a police officer said.

Autopsy  examinations
were carried out on the cou-
ple. While it was established
that Pramod had died by sui-
cide, the cause of Arpita’s de-
ath is inconclusive. “The vi-
scera have been sentforforen-
sic analysis to the state FSL.
For now, an accidental death
entry has been recorded,” sa-
id the officer,

Need expert advice? Call

Toll Frae: Mo 1B00-1601-018

Kobayashi Hikawa. She
said they intended to in-
vest in Bangkok. The se-
cond accused allegedly
admitted to having han-
ded over the currency to
Kataigi which he had alle-
gedly obtained by selling
smuggled gold in Mum-
bai.

Officials had said that
Hikawa identified the je-
weller to whom he had
s0ld the smuggled gold,
and they alleged that he
had confessed to previous-
Iy having smuggled 10 kg
of gold.

The prosecution, ho-
wever, failed to examine
the jeweller to prove the
zold sale charge.

Advocatesfortheaccu-
sed, Anand Sachwani and
Vijay Advani, said, “The-
re were many discrepan-
cies in the investigation
like inconsistency in eye-
witness statements.”

The magistrate obser-
ved that the prosecution
had failed to prove beyond
reasonable doubt by co-
gent, corroborative and

helpline numbers: MPower
Mental Health Helpline 1800-
120-820050 Vandrewala Foun-
dation | 9999666555
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AN INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

IN RENEWABLE ENERGY (WIND) PROJECT.

A Private Hybrid Energy Company based in Bangalore is setting up a
100MW Green-Field Wind Energy Project (Rs 880Cr) in Northern
Karnataka by early 2026. The Project will be financed by equity-debt
{30:70). The land acquisition has started and statutory permissions in
place. The company now invites interested genuine parties to participate
in any of the following manner :

1. By partnering in equity capital (48%); and/or

2. As a Financial Institution for debt funding; and/or

3. As a client purchasing the generated Electricity.
Interested parties fo respond on we.project2d@gmail.com indicating

their choice in any of the above 3 areas. Complete project details are
provided o shortlisted parties & responses are treated as confidential,

India, vote today!
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LAWYERS WRITE TO EC
OVER WADETTIWAR'S

REMARKS AGAINST
UJJWAL NIKAM

ore than 800 lawyers from the state have signed a letter addressed to

the Election Commission (EC) complaining about an “irresponsible”
statement by the leader of opposition in the assembly, Vijay Wadettiwar,
against Ujjwal Nikam, BJP candidate from Mumbai North Central.
Wadettiwar had accused Nikam of “deliberately suppressing™ facts related
to the killing of IPS officer Hemant Karkare during the 26/11 terror attack.
Wadettiwar later clarified that he was quoting from a book by former senior
cop SM Mushrif, where it was alleged that Karkare was killed by an RSS-
affiliated police officer rather than convicted terrorist Ajmal Kasab. Nikam
was the special public prosecutor in the 26/11 case

Prafulla.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

or 83-vear-old Sharad Pa-

war, it was a painful pe-

riod of his political career

spread over nearly six-

and-half decades when
his nephew Ajit Pawar hijacked
the NCPsetup by him 25 yearsago.
Undeterred by the unprecedented
rebellion, Sharad Pawar embar-
ked on a new mission, he relaun-
ched himself, forminganew party
with a handful of supporters and
is determined to show miracles in
the Lok Sabha elections. Pawar is
confident that the INDIA bloc will
dislodge the Narendra Modi-led
NDA govtand the MVA will win at
least 50% seats in Maharashtra.
Pawar feels that Modihas lost con-
fidence, therefore the level of cam-
paign is very low. In an exclusive
interview, Sharad Pawar spoke at
length on the formation of the IN-

DIA bloc, its priorities and the fu-
ture of Maha Vikas Aghadi com-
prising Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP
(SPYand Congress. Excerpts:

Q: PM Modi says opposition lea-
ders are more focused on setting up
theirchildren...

A: [ think Modi's opinion is
wrong; it is not a erime to follow vo-
ur parents’ footsteps. Many doctors
feel that their son or daughter sho-
uld take up the medical profession,
similar is the case with politicians
too. All will depend on his/her pro-
fessional competence, if he has abi-
lity, he will shine in life; all will de-
pend on the capacity and professio-
nalism of the individual.

PM Modi says BJP will get a histo-
ric mandate...

Modi's opinion appears to be
unrealistic. Ever since the Lok
Sabha elections were declared, he
has given a slogan, ‘Abki baar, 400

NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar

paar’ (This time, more than 400 se-
ats). [donot know on what basis he
hasarrived atafigureof 400, which
is very difficult to achieve. l am do-
ubtful if BJP will reach the majori-
ty figure in view of severe discon-
tent against NDA across the count-
rv. Inall southern states, NDA's per-

formance will be dismal. In
addition, it will be a disappointing
situation for BJP in Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pra-
desh among several other states.

Are vou sure that the INDIA bloc
will form govt. In that event who
will be the Prime Minister?

We, in the INDIA bloe, at the
end of four phases of polling, are
confident that it should not be dif-
ficult for the INDIA bloc to dislod-
ogethe Modi-led NDA govt. Withre-
gard to our PM candidate, it will
bedecided inthe meetingof newly
elected MPs. A few decades ago,
when Morarji Desai was elected
as Prime Minister, a decision was
taken in the meeting of the MPs.
Then Jai Prakash Naravan had ta-
ken a lead in the formation of the
new govt.

What will be your priorities?
Our top priority will be to pro-

THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI | MONDAY, MAY 20, 2024

‘Modi has lost confidence; MVA will win at least 50% of seats

vide a stable govt, draft a compre-
hensive action plan for providing
remunerative price for agricultu-
re produce, tackle unemploy-
ment, and halt farmer suicides
and spiralling prices of essential
commodities. Abowve all, halt
gross abuse of central agencies.
Investigations by ED and CEl is a
matter of concern for people from
different walks of life.

TOI EXCLUSIVE

PM Muodi is frequently addressing
election ralliesin Maharashira...

I think Modi is the first Prime
Minister who is concentrating on
Maharashtra, It appears that he
has lost confidence, therefore, has
chosen Maharashira for extensi-
ve campaigning. In the past, Pri-
me Ministers like Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi would
address just one or two election
rallies.

What will be theoutcomeaof the Lok
Sabha elections in Maharashitra?

In my opinion, the performan-
ce of Maha Vikas Aghadi will be
impressive, it will winatleast50%
of theseats. | wasstunned and sur-
prised by the language used by the
PMduring his campaign in Maha-
rashtra. Shockingly, he called me
Bhatalkti Aatma({wandering soul)
and described Shiv Sena (UBT) as
fake. Such language is not expec-
ted from a PM; he has lowered the
dignity of the post. lamnotdistur-
bed by the PM's comment. In the
pasttoo, social worker Anna Haza-
re and former BMC official G R
Khairnar had levelled serious
charges against me, now no one
knows the whereabouts of these
WO persons.

Several legislators have quit NCP
and Shiv Sena. Will it have an im-
pacton theelection outcome?

In my opinion, even if legisla-

tors have joined hands with Ajit
Pawar and Eknath Shinde, grass-
roots workersarestill with the ori-
ginal parties. I have seen in most
of my meetings, thereis a massive
presence of members of the vo-
unger generations. Similar is the
case with Shiv Sainiks, they are
still loyal to Uddhav Thackeray,

For a long time, you were a voter in
Baramati, vou shifted to Mumbai,
and now again, your vote is in Ba-
ramati...

It's a fact that my name was in
Baramati parliamentary consti-
tuency. When I took a lot of inter-
est in the cricket association, I
was told that if yvou are a perma-
nentresident of Mumbai, thenon-
Iv you can contest the election to
the association. After one attains
the age of 70, one is not eligible to
contest the election, then T deci-
ded to shift my name from Mum-
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NASHIK DINDORI

incumbency sentiment. This big-ticket projects like dry port
is an opportunity for him to project. She could try and widen
=¥ maintain his winning streak, her victory margin, though
P} though amidst resentment the withdrawal of the CPI(M)
| among alliance partner candidate could play spoilsport
\/ workers as MVA votes are now united
RAJABHAU WAJE | 59| BHASKAR BHAGADE
SENA UBT | 53 | NCP (SP)

LAST PHASE SEATS OUTSIDE MMR

HEMANT GODSE | BHARATI PAWAR |
53 | SHIV SENA 45 | BJP
Sitting MP. Enjoys the backing Enters fray as Union minister,
of BJP & NCP, but faces anti- though has been unable to implement

DHULE

SUBHASH BHAMRE
| /0| BJP

Sitting MP. Though the constituency is a
strong base of BJP, there is a strong sense
of anti-incumbency. Thus,
Bhamre must prove that his
previous two victories were
not a fluke, but then he is up
against a seasoned politician

SHOBHA BACHHAV | 65 |
CONGRESS

Handpicked by Uddhav Thackeray, but lacks

strong connect with voters of three the popularity of Sharad Pawar

urban assembly segments, Has among farmers. Though is

an opportunity to make Nashik underdog in the fight, can
UBT's stronghold, though must ¢ % prove to be a giant killer.
battle the clout of state ministers But then, the NCP split has
Girish Mahajan, Dada Bhuse and weakened the organisation in
Chhagan Bhujbal the constituency

Enjoys a clean image, and will gain from

A loyal Congress worker, she is known
for her accessibility. A weakness

is her outsider tag since she
hails from Nashik, though has
an opportunity to resurrect
Congress in Dhule. A threat is
infighting within Congress's
Dhule unit o

-
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were opposed to

‘unqualified’ Shinde for CM’s post: Raut

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut on Sunday
claimed that senior BJP and
NCP leaders who are in the ca-
binet of the Mahayutigovt, in-
cluding deputy CMs Devend-
ra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar,
had opposed Eknath Shinde’s
name for the chief minister’s
post in 2019.

“Nobody wanted Shinde.
BJP leaders, including Fadna-
vis, had opposed Shinde’s na-
me sayving he wasnotqualified
and not experienced,” Rautal-
leged. “Also, many people did

ve split if Bhujbal had then become CM.

Pawar didn’t want NCP to get
CM post after '04 polls: Bhujbal

Nashik: NCP cabinet minister Chhagan Bhujbal on Sunday said
the undivided NCP could not get the chief minister post after the
2004 assembly elections as party chief Sharad Pawar did not want
to appoint anyvone from his party to become CM.

“NCP had won more seatsthan itsally Congress in 2004. Butas
Pawar did not want anyvone from his party to become the CM,
Congress got the CM's post,” he told reporters on Sunday.

Bhujbal's revelations come in the wake of Pawar's statement
that had NCP accepted the CM's post then there would have been
problems in the party Pawar had alsosaid that the party would ha-
“After the 2004 polls, 1
went to Delhi and met senior Congress politicians, including the
late Ahmed Patel and Margaret Alva. Both told me that Congress
had offered the CM’s post to NCE but Pawar was not ready to ac-

Raut was responding to
NCP (SP) supremo Sharad
Pawar's statement that NCP-
Congress were ready to make
Shinde CM in 2019, but there
was no clarity among top
sena leaders. “Then Sharad
Pawar and former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi had
expressed the view that the
MVA govt should be led by so-
meone who was experienced
and whose leadership would
be accepted by all three com-
ponents of the alliance...”
Raut said.

He added that before Sena
joined hands with Congress
and NCP in 2019, BJP leaders

not want him because of his
working style of paisafeko, ta-
mashadekho(Spend monev to
oet things done).”

He further claimed that af-
ter the 2019 state assembly
polls, when the undivided
Shiv Sena, headed by Uddhav
Thackeray, broke ties with
long-term ally BJP, and forged

cept it. Hence, Congress got the post of the CM,” said Bhujbal. He
added that he could have become the CM in 1999 if he had not joi-
ned Pawar who was expelled by Congress, “At that time, senior
Congress politicians had told me to stay and offered the CM s post.
But I preferred to stay with Sharad Pawar.” —Tushar Pawar

an alliance with then undivi-  Ajit Pawar, Sunil Tatkare, and
ded NCPand Congresstoform  Dilip Walse-Patil had opposed
Maha Vikas Aghadi govt in  to Shinde, saying they would
the state, senior NCP leaders not “work under a junior”.

had said they would not aceept
shinde as CM. “BJP had deci-
ded that they would accept
whatever decision Delhi ma-
kes regarding sharing the
CM’s post...Shinde was alrea-
dy named as Shiv Sena legisla-
ture party leader, but BJP? said
they would not like him as
CM.,” Rautclaim

baito Baramati, my hometown.

Rohit posts ‘proof’ of booth

capturing in Beed, probe on

Prasad.Joshi@timesgroup.com

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: After NCP (SP)s Beed
candidate Bajrang Sonawane
alleged booth capturing in
some places during voting in
the LS seat on May 13, district
collector and returning officer
Deepa Mudhol Munde ordered
an inguiry on Sunday,

Rohit Pawar, the party’s
MLA from Karjat Jamkhed,
on Saturday produced three
videosand anaudiocliptosup-
port the charges. Sonawane
has demanded a repoll.

Two videos purportedly of
a polling booth from Parli talu-
ka of Beed district were re-
ferred to as proof of whisking
away of legitimate voters by
goons to facilitate bogus vot-
mng. In these videos, several
people can be seen inside the
polling booth and in front of
the EVM. In another video, a
villager is raising his voice
against the alleged booth cap-
turing and sharing the modus
operandi adopted. A few peo-
ple are spotted trying to stop
him from shooting the video.

The audio elip is of a con-

Blast threat
call turns
out to be hoax

Mumbai: City Police’s main
conirol room received a bomb
threat call, warning of a poten-
tial blast at McDonald's in Da-
dar, The caller claimed to have
overheard two personsdiscuss-
ing plans to blow up the fast-
food restaurant while travell-
ing in a bus. The police mobil-
1sed resources to address the
threat, but it turned out to be a
hoax call.

In separate operations, the
police arrested seven abscond-
mgaccused, 17 people with non-
bailable warrants and 46 peo-
ple for drug peddling and con-
sumption. Thirtyv-one people
were held for possessing illegal
weapons and 15 for gambling.
Eighty-two suspects were de-
tained under the Mumbai Po-
lice Act on suspicion of poten-
tial involvement in anti-social
activities and causing law and
order problems on the polling
day —S Ahmed Ali

Stone thrown at
meet in support
of LS candidate

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: An incident of
stone-pelting was reported
during a sabha (public meet-
ing) in support of Sena (UBT)
candidate from Mumbai
North West, Amol Kirtikar, on
Friday night in Malad East.
The Kurar Police registered
an FIR, but no arrests have
been made so far

Former MP Vidva Chavan
was giving a speech in sup-
port of Kirtikar's campaign
around 9 pm at Appapada, Ku-
rar village, when the incident
happened. “A stone was
thrown by an unknown per-
son. It hit one of the banners
in the background. Nobody
was injured,” said a police of-
ficer.

Charges were applied
against an unknown man un-
der section 336 of TPC (an act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) by Kurar po-
lice. Investigators are exam-
ining CCTV footage.

LOCATION NOT CLEAR: COLLECTOR

If this

courage
[to capture
booths] comes
from power, then
itis definitelya |
warning bell for
democracy

—Rohit Pawar |
NCP (SP) MLA

A screeng rah shuwmg w}ter:-: EI||E§|EE||}’ being
taken away to facilitate bogus voting

We are taking the help of the cyber

cell of police to find out the locations.
Once they are identified, we will also record
the statement of the polling officials and staff
—Deepa Mudhol Munde | seep pisTricT coLLecTor

versation between a poll offi-
cial and a loecal journalist in
which the official claims to
have been pressured by cabi-
net minister Dhananjay
Munde and some villagers to
hand over the booth in Halamb
from Parli taluka. “Dhananjay
Munde called twice, thrice. He
even abused some of the offi-
cials. Unable to bear the pres-
sure, some women staffers on

polling duty broke down,” the
polling staffer is heard saying
during the ecall. The staffer
adds that nobody was ready to
take up election duties in Parli
due tosuch threats.

Rohit sought an impartial
probe instead of just register-
ing offences of violationof the
model code of conduct. “Will
the holy temple town of Parli
witness goonda raj instead of

democracy in future? Will the
Election Commission stop all
this or will it remain a mute
spectator?” he posted on X.

The collector said there is
no clarity about the locations
in the videos. She said it ap-
pears from the videos that
some persons were “trying to
control the crowd™ in a polling
booth. “It is too early to arrive
at any conclusion. We will sub-
mit a detailed report to the ECI
as soon as it seeks an explana-
tion from us.” She said the ve-
racity of the audio clip will be
verified as part of the probe.

NCP’s chief spokesperson
Umesh Patil alleged Rohit has
a habit of making allegations
without any substance to
them. *MVA is staring at a big
defeat. Rohit Pawar and other
leaders are simply gathering
false reasons in advance,
which can be produced on the
day of the results,” hesaid. Pa-
til said his party has no prob-
lem with the impartial probe
ordered by the collector

Beed has a direct fight be-
tween BJP's Pankaja Munde
and Sonawane. It recorded
70.9% polling on May 13.

Both MVA, Mahayuti saw
a tug of war over city seats

Privanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Mumbai's history
shows the city recorded tur-
nouts of over 60% until 1977,
the election after the Emer-
gency in which Indira Gand-
hi was defeated. That vear,
the turnout was 61.2%. In the
1967 Lok Sabha polls, it was as
high as68.2%.

However, the decline was
sharp in 1991 when the count-
ry faced an election just two
vears after the 1989 polls. Be-
sides the Mandal-Mandir agi-
tation, the 1991 polls also took
place after Rajiv Gandhi’s as-
sassination.

Forthenextthree decades,
voter turnout remained be-
low 50%, crossing that mark
only three times, In 2009, the
first poll after the 26/11 terror
strike, it was aslowas41.4%

The turnout crossed the
half-way mark in 1998, at
50.3% when the BJP came to
power. The next time it sur-
ged was in 2014, Prime Mini-
ster Modi's first term, when
the turnout climbed to 51.6%

15k cops to be deployed to ensure
peaceful polling in Thane LS seat

\ 1 ore than 15.000 police personnel will be deploved across Tha-
L ¥V 1 ne Lok Sabha constituency to ensure peaceful polling on
Monday According to data, nearly 7,800 cops and 3,595 home gu-
ards have been assigned. Additionally, paramilitary forces have
been deployed, including six companies of State Armed Police
Force and 14 companies of Central Armed Police Force from Ta-
mil Nadu and other parts of the state. Each company has 100 ja-
wans who will be man polling stations. — Nishikant Karlikar

and finally in 2019, it reached
ahighof 55.4%.

Thistime, the BJP haspul-
led out all the stops in the ho-
peof making gains in thecity
and the wider Mumbai Met-
ropolitan region (MMR), in-
cluding changing candidates
on all three seats it is contes-
ting in Mumbai. In addition
tothe six seats in Mumbai, fo-
ur in the MMR and three in
north Maharashtra will also
goto polls on Monday.

Both alliances pulled out
their bigguns for the Mumbai
campaign. Modi addressed
the Mahayuti rally at Shivaji
Park besides holding a road
show in the last week of cam-

paigning. Delhi chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal atten-
ded the MVA rally along with
Congresspresident Mallikar-
jun Kharge.

The desire to wrest the
high-profile Mumbaiseatsled
to atug of war in both Mahay-
uti and MVA on seat-sharing.
Three seats will see a direct
fight between the two Shiv Se-
nas: Mumbai South, South
Central and North West,
Congress, which once held
sway in Mumbai, is contes-
ting two seats and Sharad Pa-
war's NCP is contesting one.

Mumbai's vote will be
keenly watched by the politi-
cal class.

FROM 1984-2019: HOW CITY VOTED IN LS POLLS
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Will city pick poll booths and ballots | FITE}

over boardrooms and

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Today, the city's cor-
porate honchos will trade the-
ir suits for sneakers as queue
up to vote. Reliance Industries
chairman Mukesh Ambani
and Tata Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran will cast
their votes at Villa Theresa
High School on Peddar Road,
while Mahindra Group boss
Anand Mahindra will exer-
cise his franchise at Walsing-
ham School in Malabar Hill.
Section 1358 of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act
mandates businesses and es-
tablishments in the voting ar-
ea declare a paid holiday on
voting day Essential services,
including hospitals and elec-
tricity providers, have imple-
mented flexible schedules to
ensure that both civic duties
and critical services are main-
tained. “To facilitate casting
of votes on Monday, functional
heads may allow employees to
either reportlateorleaveearly
up to a maximum duration of
three hours if their duty tim-
ings are between 7am and
spm,” read the memo of a
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Construction
firm partners
booked in Z3cr
cheating case

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The police have
booked three partners of a
construction company for
collecting Rs 3 crore from an
interior designer and not de-
livering the flats. The flats
were instead sold to another
entity, the FIR said. Jerry Du-
cuna, has filed a complaint
against the proprietor of
Sunshine developers, Kas-
hyap Mehta and Atul Bhara-
ni, and Ashok Bharaniof 5Q
Infrastructure, for allegedly
cheating him of Rs 3 crore.

His initial transaction
was with developer Parvez
Lakhadawala who later sold
the project to Sunshine De-
velopers.

By 2010, he had paid Rs
1.45 crore to Lakhdawala. In
2012, Lakhdawala informed
Ducuna that he had sold the
project to Sunshine Housing
and Infrastructure, owned
by Mehta. Ducuna met Meh-
taand updated him about his
bookings. Mehta informed
Ducuna that he had raised
the price, and now Ducuna
would have topay Rs2.22 cro-
re for both flats. Ducuna ag-
reed to pay the balance amo-
unt of Rs 771akhs at the time
of possession. On March 28,
2013, just three days prior to
the registration of the flats,
Mehta demanded an additio-
nal Rs 80 lakh. Ducuna agre-
ed to pay the said amount
and the said flats were regis-
tered in Ducuna's name. The
project was supposed to be
completed by March 2015,
but due to financial pro-
blems, the work was stopped.
Despite payinga total suum of
Rs 2.78 crores, Bharani refu-
sed to hand over possession
to Ducuna.

AAP engages
3K volunteers
to keep vigil

Mumbai: AAP claimed that
it engaged around 3,000 par-
ty volunteersto keepvigilon
poll eve by using spycame-
ras to prevent vote buving/
strong arm tactics. “All Aam
AadmiParty volunteers will
be keeping vigil throughout
thenight. They will use tech-
nology, spycameras and ete,
to ensure that the BJP do-
esn'tindulge inany electoral
malpractices like vote buy-
ing and voter intimidation”,
said Preeti Sharma Menon,
AAP MumbaiPresident.

Two instances of
attempt to murder
In separate cases

Mumbai: Two instances of
attempted murder were re-
ported in the city in separa-
te Instances at Powai and
Goregaon East.

Inthefirstcaseat Powai,
Imran Khan, a security su-
pervisor working at a const-
ruction site, was slashed on
his face with a knife over
his refusal to pay a "hafta’ on
Mav17.

In the second case, a 21-
year-old man was attacked
by his drunk roommate
with a pair of scissors over
a trivial issue. Krishna Na-
lawade, the victim, wassub-
sequently hospitalised. T

Uma Kadam

An all-women staffed ‘pink booth' is set up at Children Welfare Centre
School on Yari Road in Versova, Andheri (W)

news mediaoutlet.

At airconditioning and
commercial refrigeration ma-
jor Blue Star, “employvees in
customer service and those at-
tending to emergency oper-
ations will be given compensa-
tory off,” said the company’s
MD B Thiagarajan.

In acity notorious for voter
apathy, authorities have been
going all out to boost the turn-
out and bring it closer to the
2019 Lok Sabha polls’ national
average of 67%. Mumbai's

overall voting percentage has
risen over 50% only three
times since 1991. In 2019 polls,
the six Lok Sabha constituen-
ciesin Mumbairecorded a vot-
erturnout of 55%.

However, debates have em-
erged in certain quarters on
whether providing an election
holiday results in higher voter
turnout. Last month, Tamil
Nadu home secretary P Amud-
ha suggested linking paid
leave to proof of voting, an or-
der that was swiftly revoked.

“Employees are vital for
success in any organisation
and for the nation. Enabling
them to vote without work
commitments can be a signifi-
cant catalyst for increasing
voter turnout,” said Home-
sfy's head of people’s process
Neha Mishra.

Thiagarajan said since of-
fices in the city are generally
located far away from the resi-
dences of most emplovees, a
holiday is justified. In a coun-
iry where voting is a funda-
mental right, it’s a sentiment
that would resonate across
sections. Australia, South Ko-
reg, France areamongnations
that declare election day as a
holiday What's more, in cer-
tain countries like Australia it
1s mandatory to vote.

However; the fact that elec-
tion day in Mumbai is on a
Monday, the first day of the
corporate week, may dampen
enthusiasm due to the pres-
sure of meeting various dead-
lines. Blackstone-backed Aad-
har Housing Finance MD
Rishi Anand said: “While vot-
ing is not obligatory, a day off
will definitely encourage vot-
ers to cast their ballot.” He

targets today?

added that an organisation
can encourage people to vote
but not force them to doso. “If
they do vote, it will help in de-
ciding who will be the people's
representative to run the
country on our behalf.”

The Election Commission
allows voters to use Rule 49-0
to choose not to cast a vote, but
no authority can mandate vot-
ing—India has chosentofinda
balance between civic respon-
sibility and personal freedom.

“We believe civic engage-
ment is eritical, and that’s why
we offer flexible work arrange-
ments on election day, along
with reminders to ensure ev-
ervone has the opportunity to
cast their vote,” said digital
out-of-home advertising com-
pany Signpost India MD Shri-
pad Ashtelkar

On a lighter note, the Na-
tional Restaurant Association
of India’s Mumbai chapter is
offering a “democracy disco-
unt” on Monday and Tuesday,
providing a 20% reduction on
dine-in bills to those who cast
their votes. Over 100 restau-
rants are participating in this
initiative. An inked finger will
be mandatory toavail the offer.

EVERYTHING’S SET, KEEP YOUR DATE WITH THE POLLS
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Ahead of D-Day, poll officials safely transportelection-related material to polling booths and help setthemup

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Could the weather
upset the applecart for voter
turnout on Monday when the
city goes to vote? The forecast
says it could besweltering hot
and light showers are predic-
ted towards evening, The Met
has issued a ‘vellow alert’ for
heat and for showers in Mum-
bai city as well as for Thane
and Palghar districts in
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion on May 20. The Met has
said that there is the possibi-
lity of ‘light to moderate ra-
ins accompanied with thun-
derstorm by evening’ for the
city and the two districts.

On Sunday, the day tempe-
rature recorded by the Met's
Colaba and Santacruz obser-
vatories was 35 degrees Celsi-
us and 34.6 degrees Celsius.
Relative humidity recorded
at the two observatories was
T77% and 67 % respectively.

Nighttemperaturesrecor-
ded were alsoon the highersi-
de as the Colaba and Santa-
cruz observatories recorded
28.2 degrees Celsius and 29
degrees Celsius respectively.

Athreva Shetty, an inde-
pendent forecaster, said the
best time to head to the poll
booth would be before noon
and after 4pm though high
humidity will make it it feel

o

Poll time hots up, rain too
-expected in city & around

Officials with election material head to their polling stations on Sunday

extremely uncomfortable
throughout the dav *“0On
Monday, Mumbai and sub-
urbs will see maximum
temperature around 34-
36°C while parts of south
Mumbai will be cooler at
32°C. Areas like Mulund
are expected to be hotter at
38-39°C," said Shetty.
Another expert, Abhijit
Modak who runs the Konkan
weather blog, said thattheen-
tire metropolitan region will
record high day temperatu-
res and the real feel (heat in-
dex factor) may be even hig-
her for parts of Mulund, Tha-

ne and Navi Mumbai. Parts
of Bhiwandi and Kalyan
constituency could even re-
cord 40 degrees plus day tem-
perature,” Modak said.

Last DMonday, intense
thunderstorm activity had
been recorded in the evening.

The Met declares a heat-
wave when maximum tempe-
rature crosses 37°C with the
departure being 4.5 above
normal. For May, Mumbai's
all-time highest recorded day
temperature at Colaba was
39.7°C on May 24, 1972 and at
Santacruz, ithas been41°Con
May 12,1979,

Lawyer finds
100-year-old
court order on
mango theft

Thane: An advocate has
stumbled upon a copy of an
order pronounced by a court
inThane 100 vears ago in aca-
se of theft of mangoes, provi-
ding a glimpse of the legal
proceedings at that time. In
the order dated July 5, 1924,
the then magistrate TA Fer-
nandes convicted four per-
sonsof mango theft and relea-
sed them after admonition,
considering they were all vo-
ung men and he did not want
to ruin their life by senten-
cing them. Advocate Poonit
Mahimkar said that while
shifting from his previous ho-
use in Thane, he found a bag
Iving unattended in the mez-
zanine for vears, possibly left
by the earlier house occu-
pants. When he opened the
bag, he found some old pro-
perty papersand a copy of the
magistrate’s order: The order
was pertaining to the case tit-
led 'Crown Vs Anjelo Alwares
and 3 others, charged under
sections 379/108 of the Indian
Penal Code for the theft of
*185 ereen mangoes’”. The jud-
gement recounted the prose-
cution’s case alleging the ac-
cused were caught red-han-
ded while plucking mangoes
from a field belonging to Bos-
tiav Ellis Andraden. em
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Poll code breach by Lodha:
Aaditya; MLA rebuts claim

Fatwa & posters against

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
MLA Aaditva Thackeray on
sunday alleged that BJP mi-
nister Mangal Prabhat Lod-
ha was running a proxy
campaign by visiting hou-
sing societies in south Mum-
baion Sunday evening, even
after the official deadlinefor
campaigning ended at 5 pm
on Saturday Aaditvaalleged
that an ‘invite has been sent
to buildings including Prem
Court, Maheshwari Niken-
tan, and Anand Darshan in
the name of Lodha Founda-
tion where Lodha would be
visiting a building, Dheeraj
Apartments on Peddar Ro-
ad, ‘to know their issues’
and asking residents to co-
me for Lodha's visit.

Lodha, guardian mini-
ster for suburban Mumbai
and MLA from Malabar Hill,
sald the Sunday night mee-
ting was not part of the poll
campaign and he was going
tomeet residentstohearand
resolve their “I'm not cam-
paigning for our candidate
at this meeting and it is not
part of the election campa-
ign. Poll code doesn't mean
people have tosit at home all
the time,” Lodha said. *The-
re is no violation of the code
of conduct. I'm a public per-
son and | don't run the affa-
irs of my constituency sit-
tingat home. Sincelhad spa-
re time, I'm meeting resi-

Modi as PM:

Shinde Sena

that37mosques in Mumbai have putupfatwasand that

Th@ Shiv Sena led by Eknath Shinde on Sunday claimed

posters have been put up in the city, asking Narendra
Modi not to become the Prime Minister, creating a division
in society. Sena secretary Kiran Pawaskar alleged that Sena
(UBT)ywas pressuring Muslims to cooperate in polls, putting
up banners and posters and using mullahs and maulvis for
campaigning. Pawaskar said that an FIR has been filed.
“For the last year, Sanjay Raut used to say riots will hap-
pen before elections, why was he saying this? There was a
flagof Pakistan inthe campaign of the candidate from Sena
(UBT), the accused in the bombings were campaigning, the
police should take action on it. Sanjay Raut and Uddhav
Thackeray are the masterminds of all this and an inguiry
should be made as to whether they received money from
abroad. EC must act against Sanjay Raut,” Pawaskar said.
Pawaskar said Sena functionary Rupesh Patil has filed a
police complaint about the objectionable poster put up in So-
uth Mumbai. “These posters have been published saying
that mosgues are being demolished, and dargahs are being
shut down. But if mosques are not demolished, madrassas
are not closed, then why such a board?” Pawaskarsaid. tun

dents to... resolve their issu-
es. There is nothing wrong,”
he added.

Aaditya said in a post on
X: 'EC, not expecting much
action from you, but still try-
ing to open your eves. Mum-
bai is seeing a proxy campa-
ign by the guardian minister
of theillegal regime Mr Lod-
ha in Dheeraj Apartments,
Peddar Road today (Sunday).
An Invite has been sent to
“Prem Court”, “Maheshwa-
ri Nikentan”, and "Anand
Darshan” in the name of

Lodha Foundation... *“to
know their issues. This is
nothing but a proxy campa-
ign, a day before elections.’
Lodha’s post on X said;
‘For the past 30 years, I have
consistently engaged with
people while serving active-
Iy in public life. Today, | have
not violated model code of
conduct, and I will continue
to uphold them. The code of
conduct doesn't imply stay-
ing home or avoiding public
interactions. Meeting peo-
pleisnotacrime!.’

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Whoever in Mahayuti
is CM, strings pulled

Absconding
murder case
accused held

Thane: A murder ac-
cused who had escaped
while being taken to UP
by train has been re-ar-
rested from Padgha
near Bhiwandi.
Jamiruddin -
reshi (48) was arrested
from Bhiwandi for the
killing of TV journalist
Ashutosh  Shrivastav
(43) in UP’s Jaunpur re-
centlv. He escaped from
UP cops' custody at
Khandwa railway sta-
tion. After hisescape, he
took another express
train and came back to
Bhiwandi, police said.
—Nishikant Karlikar

21-year-old
stabbed to
death, 1 held

Mumbai: Deonar police
have arrested one of the
four youths who alleged-
ly stabbed a 2l1-vear-old
over a previous dispute,
on Friday,

Police arrested Soheb
Shaikh and are looking
for three of his associa-
tes, Chand Sawant, Afzal
and Salim Khan. The de-
ceased was identified as

from Delhi,

he Congress on Sunday
‘ accused the BJP of car-
rving outa “special ven-
detta” against Maharashtra,
and claimed that no matter
whotromthe Mahayutisitsin
the chief minister’s chair,
“the strings are alwayvs pulled
from Delhiand Gujarat™.
Congress general secreta-
rv Jairam Ramesh asserted
that Congress party does not
believe in playing favo-
urites and said, “we be-
lieve in the equitable
development of the en-
tire country”.
“The Anyay Kaal of
‘Hum Do, Humaare Do’

Guj: Cong

should benefit all Indians, not
onestatealone,” he said.
When industrialisation
of Gujarat was underway in
the 1970s and "80s, projects
like Gujarat State Fertilisers
and Chemicals Limited, Gu-
jarat Refinery, and IPCL were
set up without taking away
projects from otherstates, the
Congress leader said.
“Unfortunately, to please
its masters, BJP has
decided that Maha-
rashtradoesnot deser-
Ve any new projects or
Central support: An
International Finan-
cilal Services Center

has been characterised
by a special vendetta against
Maharashtra. Whoever from
the Mahayuti might sit in the
CM’s chair, the strings are al-
ways pulled from Delhi and
Gujarat,” Ramesh said in a
poston X.

“The Congress party does
not believe in playing favouri-
tes - we believe inthe equitab-
le development of the entire
country. New infrastructure
projects, special investment
zones, and modern industry

has been set up only in
GIFT City, Gujarat. Mumbai
has been the financial capital
of India for 200 vears, but the
outgoing PM has repeatedly
refused to set up an IFSC in
Mumbai,” Ramesh said.

Dr Manmohan Singh in
2006 had begun the effort to
set it up in Mumbai and land
in BKC had already been set
aside for IFSC, but it was real-
located tothe bullet train, cos-
ting Mumbai potentially 2
lakhjobs, Ramesh said. en

Shahbaz Ali (21), a fridge
mechanic by profession.,
According to the police,
the incident took place at
around 6.30pm when the
deceased went for a stroll
and was attacked by the
accused. TN
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Fire erupts in
highrise, no
one injured

Mumbai: A fireerupted
in a flat at Bandra's
L'amour building late
on Saturday night.

The fire brigade said
the blaze was on the fo-
urth floor ot the 13-sto-
rey highrise. Fire was
confined to electric wi-
ring, electric installa-
tion, household articles
etc. in the kKitchen of ro-
om no- 401. There have
been no reports of inju-
ries, = Richa Pinto
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SOS from Fireman

\I_.lumbai fire brigade,
[ which led the search-
and-rescue operation at the
Ghatkopar billboard crash
gite last week, received one
of the first alerts about the
tragedy from one of its own
staff members. A fireman
residing in Kalwa who was
returning from the Fire Bri-
gade's Byculla headgquar-
ters, stopped to refue] at the
ill-fated petrol pump and had
a narrow escape, “Our fire-
man survived but sustained

SUMMER INSPIRATION: A vendor covers his head with one of the baby dresses on sale on a hot day

5L Shanth Kumar

strategic location, it grew as
an excellent port for interna-
tional trade. A “target port’
since the days of the Arabs,
it formed a landmark for
navigators. Besides Arabia
and Persia, Mahim traded
with ports along the coasts of
Gujarat, Gulf of Khambhat,
Malabar and South Kannada.
In 1709, the very first work of
reclamation of Mumbai be-
gan in Mahim. It was a large
town with a bazaar under the
Raj till ecological destruction
due to reclamations and top-
ographical changes began its
decline. By the mid-1%th cen-
tury, Mahim jetty vanished
completely,

injuries. Despite his condi-
tion, he called us to report
the incident, requesting that
rescue vehicles be dis-
patched with utmost urgen-
cy,” deputy fire officer of
special operations § D
sawant told this correspond-
ent. As many as 16 died in
the crash. Simultaneously, a
senior police officer from
Pant Nagar police station,
who had previously worked
with the fire brigade, con-
tacted Sawant. “He informed

me that it was an extremely
serious crash and advised
increasing the number of
rescue vehicles. His experi-
ence with fire brigade proto-
cols came handy when re-
gquired the most,” said
Sawant,

Mahim Revisited

new govt publication
[ \compiled by the Mari-
time Mumbai Museum Soci-
ety recounts Mahim's former

life asa bustling port trading
in rice, dried fish, salt, coco-
nut, coir, areca nut, ivory,
clarified butter; lead, sword
blades, dates, spices, cloth,
camphor, perfumes, brown
incense and copper. ‘Barad-
bet’, as it was earlier called,
meant ‘island of sand’. Cen-
turies ago, Mahim was a
sandbar that sat in between
the headlands of Bandra and
Worli, which sheltered it
from the stormy waves of the

sea. As high and low tide cur- Pﬂl‘ltll‘lg fDI' AII‘II'E
rents kept the lagoon en- ( )ver the years, Pravin
trance free of sand, the Ko- Amre has earned respect

for his work both as a team
coach—he was head coach of
the Mumbai team when it
won three Ranji Trophy titles
in the 2006-07, 2008-09 and the
2008-10 seasons and as assis-
tant coach of the Delhi Capi-
tals for the past few years—
and as an individual coach to
the likes of Shreyas Iyer,
Ajinkya Rahane, Robin

lis—natives of Mahim is-
land—carried out fishing in
the coastal waters to the west
as well as the lagoons and
creeks to the north and the
east, savs Dipesh Karmarkar
of Smt CHM College in the
publication. Due to the pres-
ence of a sheltered site, sand-
free water channel, well-
connected hinterland and a

Uthappa, Dinesh Karthik and
Abhishek Nayar. At a recent
event, the former India and
Mumbai batsman earned
praise from Australia’s World
Cup winning captain Ricky
Ponting for his coaching
stvle. “As a voung boy, 1 used
to get glossy books on Christ-
mas every year. [t always had
(pictures) of touring teams
that were coming to Austral-
ia. You get to learn about
playvers like that. I've learnt
a lot about his (Amre's) first-
class and international ca-
reer. Regarding his coaching
background, some of the
oreal players that he’s been
able to coach on a one-on-one
basis, some of the academies
he used to run. [ know that
he’s financially looked after
a lot of young plavers as well.
Put them up, and paid for
their coaching through some
of the work he's done. It's a
really extensive coaching ca-
reer that he's had today,” Pon-
ting said.

(Contributed by Richa Pinto,
Sharmila Ganesan Ram &
Gaurav Gupta. Compiled by
Rucha Chitrodia)

After ‘biased’ claim,
Nashik admin in a
fix during CM visit

or Nashik poll officials, it
F was a hugeembarrassment
_‘when they had to check the
baggage of CM Eknath Shinde
following Sena (UBT) MP San-
jay Raut's allegations.

A  forinight ago, when
shinde arrived for a two-day
election tour of Nashik, Raut
took on the CM for making his
security personnel carry two
huge bags. Raut came down
heavily on law enforcement
agencies, saving when private
aircraft of leading politicians,
particularly those belonging to
those from the opposition were
being checked thoroughly, the
CM was granted an exemption.
Recently, ECI officials had
searched the helicopterof AICC
chief Mallikarjun Kharge and
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Congress MP Rahul Gandhi.
Raut had felt that all such
searches were selective.

On Shinde’s second visit to
Nashik, the entire district ad-
ministration was on high alert.
The moment his helicopter
landed, police personnel thor-
oughly checked it. Nothing ob-
jectionable was found in the
baggage. Shinde reacted guard-
edly saying while some people
worked secretly, he worked
openly and had nothing to hide,

For Shinde, the Nashik seat
is politically significant. Aftera
prolonged period, he was able to
secure the seat for his trusted
aide, Hemant Godse, Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal from NCP
had been the frontrunner for the
seat. A senior bureaucrat felt
that had officials checked

Shinde's baggage during his
first visit itself, the huge embar-
rassment could have been avoid-
ed, but the moot question is, who
could have taken on the CM?

Ashok Chavan MIA

Has Ashok Chavan become po-
litically insignificant after join-
ing BJP? It's not just senior Con-
oress functionaries but BJP of-
fice-bearers, too, feel it will take
him alongtime to make himself
politically relevant in the party.

In his career of more than
three-and-a-half decades, Cha-
van held significant political as-
signments—he was the CM
twice, he held prime portfolios
as a cabinet member, and at the
organisational-level, he was the
president of MPCC.

When he was the CM, the
state was rocked by the Adarsh
scam, following which the Con-
oress high command asked him
to step down. But Congress nev-
er dumped him. He was elected
from the party to the assembly
from Bhokar: All along, Chavan
had claimed that the Adarsh
case was closed. But, he became
restless when the scam was
mentioned in a white paper ta-
bled in Parliament in the last
session. Sensing fresh trouble,
hequit Congress and joined BJP
with the hope that the scam
would never resurface.

A day after joining BJE he
was nominated to the Rajya Sab-
ha, with the expectation that his
entry would benefit the partv in
the LS polls in Marathwada. But
during theentire poll campaign,
he was conspicuous by his ab-
sence. In Mumbai, too, he did
not address a single rally. Con-
gress and BJP leaders are ask-
ing: Where is Ashok Chavan?

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(& Government of India Undertaking)

o NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

On behalf of Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd., Dy. Chief Engineer (works),
Ratnagiri, invites Open Tender in Single Packet bid system through
E-Tendering on IREPS portal from eligible contractors for the following
work. Name of Work: Construction of a Foot Over Bridge (3m wide, for 4 line
station) including approach ramp at Railway Km 283/8-9 in Vaibhavwadi
Road Station over Konkan Raillway route in Maharashtra State. Tender
Notice No.: KR/RNDYCEW/FOBNWBW/03/24. Total Estimated Cost:
T 1.41 crores excluding GST. Biding start date: 20.05,2024, Closing
Date/Time: 10.06.2024 up to 15:00 hrs for submission of online Offars/
Bids. Completion period: Nine months including monsoon. Manual offers
shall not be accepted. Please visit https:llireps.gov.in website for
details/participation and Corrigendum /addendum will be hosted in this
website only.

j -

FETHT TS IHFAST qIE, HleTeRTar
Svama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
(Formerly KOLKATA PORT TRUST

-
b

Tender No. : Ad/0019/WIManpower Hiring/T/24-27

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata invites bid for initial repairing/
refurbishing of one HDC, SMPK's own Foam Crash Tender (No. 8)
followed by Operation and Maintenance of the said FCT-8 for a period
of 3 years at Haldia Dock Complex, Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port,
Kolkata. Derived Estimated Cost for Pre-Qualification Criteria :
Rs. 65,66,667/-excluding GST. Period of Contract : 3 Years

Estimated Cost Rs. 1.97 Crore Last date of Submission
excluding GST for 3 years 07.06.2024

For dateils, Please Visit hitps://kopt.enivida.in & hitps:lismportkolkata.shipping.gov.in

SERIOUS LAPSES IN '18 REGARDING EVMs
MADE EC TIGHTEN SECUR

involving negligent behav-
iour by polling staff during
assembly elections that
occurred in 2018, Election
Commission overhauled
its poll procedure manual,
with special focus on
EVM-VVPAT transfer. EC
was compelled to act after
incidents surfaced of
EVMs~—after polling—be-
ing found at hotels, police
stations, abandoned on
the highway, and disturb-
ingly, at an MLA's home!

HOW EVMS WILL
BE TRANSFERRED

SPECIAL VEHICLES

® EVMs are to be transferred
from polling stations to desig-
nated strong rooms by state
buses, private trucks, jeeps and
other vehicles hired by EC, and
police vehicles, depending on
how logistics are decided by the
district election officer

SECURITY

@ A joint team of central and
state police forces is to accom-
pany the vehicles transporting
EVMs/VVPATS

@ Presiding officer of each cen-

tre is supposed to accompany
the vehicles

USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Jolted by several incidents =

Pic: Santosh Gu

EC is using technology to ensure
tamper-proof transfer of EVMs IN MUMBAI SUBURBAN
and VVPATs to polling stations,
and after voting to strongrooms
== | 23430 | 13411
® Some oificials wi ballot units control units
I have body-worn
4| cameras
13,853
@ Vehicles have been :
fitted with GPS and \,\ VVPATs
Geographic Informa- & ;
: After polling,
smsenon e || Gk S
at NESCO,
eDronecam- | eThere'salso | Goregaon &
erasaretobe | apersonnel Vikhroli
used foraeri- | tracking
al monitoring | system

APPROVED I-CARDS

Carry any one of these:

Vioter |0 card (EPIC) | Adhaar card |
Unigque disability ID (UDID) card | Ser-
vice identity card | Passbook with pho-

ITY PROTOCOL
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GUARDING STRONGROOMS
@ After polling, EVMs will be
placed in boxes that come
along with them. VVPATs come
inbuilt in boxes
(&

T

@ The boxes will be sealed in

and polling agents

sealed in the presence of poll

LT if any, too will be sealed

the presence of polling nfficiam)

® Once a strong room receives the
machines, its door will be locked and

contestants or their agents. Windows,

@ An armed police picket will be kept for round-the-clock security till counting
day. The platoon will be under the supervision of the district election officer

I
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conditioned?

No, as the authorities have
ruled out temperature
shock” issues for EVMs
and VVPATs. The only
environment-linked
precaution is exercised for
VVPATs, which are photo-
sensitive. Thus, they are
not exposed to light

How many security
personnel?

The number of personnel
put on duty at a strong
room remains undisclosed.
This is done apparently
not to let would-be
miscreants from having an
idea of the exact

COUNTING DAY

JUNE 4
SaMisis
10ame&™

emerge, but based on

informal accounts

1 Trends to
p m be declared

officially

~ Broad out-
5EITI line of re-

sul

to by bank/post office | Health insurance smart card (min-
istry of labour) | Driving license | Passport | Smart card is-

BANNED ITEMS e Nofacilities to de-

sued by RGI under NPR | Pension document | Official iden- | ® Mobile phones, cam- posit belongings; po-
tity card issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs | MNREGA job card | eras or any other lice may confis-
NOTE: Voter slip, electricity bill, ration card will not gadget not allowed cate gadgets if

be accepted as ID proof

inside polling booth

found inside bhooth

2 steal laptop, booked

Kalvan: The Kolsewadi police
have registered a robbery of-
fence against two for attacking
awoman with causticsoda and
fleeing with herlaptopbag. tun

The Self-Help
Question

Santosh Desai

here is something

about airports

that brings out a

desire for self-im-

provement, it
would seem. A large number
of people go around with
freshly bought self-help books
from the airport bookshop,
determined to make a dent in
whatever defect they believe
they possess. Usually, they
read a few pages desultorily
on the flight, before succumb-
ing to the charms of their
iPad or surrendering to beau-
ty sleep. Airports are not the
only places where we are over-
come by this desire; book-
shops across the country are
testament to our growing
fondness for the self-help
opnre as these books have
slowly squeezed out most oth-
er Kinds, not only from the be-
stseller list but also from the
shops themselves.

Given the popularity of
these kinds of books, one
would imagine that they hold
seven potent secrets of life
that unleash a new transfor-
mative self in 10 steps
or 28 days. Surely they
contain some dramatic,
radical perspectives
that change the way we
see the world and our-
selves.

A quick scan of the
websites of many
prominent Indian motiva-
tional gurus reveals nuggets
like Follow Your Heart. Come
What May, Never Give Up. Re-
member the Power of Concen-
tration. Don't Repent. Noth-
ing Can Stop the Power of a
Great Idea. Believe in Your-
self. You are Your Worst Ene-
my. As you can see, all very
original and revelatory in-
sights. These are usually
dressed up in tales of people
who have either succeeded be-
cause they acted on such dis-
tilled words of wisdom or
failed because they did not ap-
parently remember to 'follow
their hearts'.

This begs the question.
Can anything be dumber than
the kind of advice peddled by
self-help gurus? Arguably,
self-help is nothing but super-
food for morons, a trace of ob-
vious wisdom mashed into
mush, sweetened with the
milk of human Kindness till it
becomes pap digestible for
dribbling idiots. It contains
nothing but banality wrapped
in cliches, and states stagger-
ingly obvious things over and
over again, dressed up by sto-
ries and anecdotes.

The ambassadors of this
genre, the motivational
speakers, come in a few varie-
ties: people who have either
succeeded in one sphere and
are now spreading the gospel
based on their experiences:
people who have overcome
hardships and embody the
wisdom they speak about;
those who have struggled re-
peatedly with failure beforefi-
nally coming good; and of
course, there are charlatans
with false degrees from ob-
scureuniversitiesand grubby
fingers looking to get rich
quick.

Priests and spiritual lead-
ers across religions follow a
similar template. In most
cases, the messages they im-
part are rudimentary, but
their style is revelatory. Their
narrative skill is what draws
millions to them to hear what
is usually nothing more than
self-evident cliches. With spir-
itual leaders, what helps is

- Heritage Museum at - Air India’s cockpit
' ~ window ‘bubbles

CSMT now hosts

KARNATAKA STATE MEDICAL
SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED

No.1, Dr. Siddaiah Puranik Road, KHB Colony, Magadi Road,
Bengaluru - 560079, Phone: +91-80-29619801

Email: md.ksmsel@gmail.com

(IND-0114)

office.
DIPRICP/IROTSIAAPLI2024-25

No: KSMSCL/DRUGS/RETND/SBC/SCD/PoC-1/01/2023-24 Dated: 18.05.2024

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref: 1. Tender Notification No: KSMSCL/ DRUGS/ RETND/
SBC/SCD/PoC-1/01/2023-24, Dated:

Nationwide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system under
KTPP Act 1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tender:

1. Retender for the supply of Point of Care Kits Under State
Blood Cell Programme (IND-0114).

Details regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other
information are available in the Tender Document, which can be
downloaded from the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
from 18.05.2024. The eligible tenderers shall submit their
e-tenders under e-procurement platform for above mentioned
tenders. Further information if any may be obtained from this

18.05.2024.

Sd/- Managing Director
KSMSCL, Bengaluru.

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
m CORRIGENDUM /55

A Pt
Noo POMM/OCLWHWH/E-Procurement!
CORRIGENDUM/ 24710 Duted:
17052024, The tollowing Comigendum of
E-Tender’s s for supply of materals for
manufacture of Electric Locomotive. The
Prospective’ likely suppliérs are requested 1o
look up the websitc www.ireps.poviin for
detailed instructions. These are E-Tenders
only electronic offer bids shall be accepied.
Sk Moo Tender Motice no.; Tender Mo
Tender Opening Date are o5 follows:
[01}: SI. No. 119 of PCMM/CLW/HWH/E-
Procurement/ 2425 Dated: 24/04/20024;
25245073 Tender Opening Dite i5 10 be remd
gs 3OS T024Y mstend of existing entry
[02)z S) Mo 112 of POMMACLW HWH/E-
Procurement/24/24  Dated:  19904/2024;
25245054 Tender Opening Date 510 be read
as “IT0S2024" mstend of existing eniry
[03]: 51 Mo 111 of POMM/OCLW/HWH/E-
Procurement 2424 Daced:  19/04/2024;
a5 “I3052024" instend of existing entry
[0z 5L Mo 11 of POMMCOCLW/HWH/E-
Procurement/24/24 Dated: 1990472024,
a5 =20005 2024 insiead of existing eniry
[05]; SL Moo 1M of POMMAOCLW/ HWHE-
Procurement/24/24  Dated: 99042024,
as “IRDRI024" nstead of existing enftry
[06): SL Mo, 48 of PCMM/CLW HWHE-
Procurement 2415 Dated: 0870372024
2924501 9; Tender Opening Brate 15 to be read
as “23DR2024" instead of existing entry
[07); Sk Mo, 105 of PCMM/CLW/HWH/E-
Procurement/ 24/23  Dated: 16042024
29245030; Tender Opemmg Date s 10 be remd
as “230RIAT instead of existing entry

PRE414 PCMMCLW/HWH

Lk ws on @ www. licebookeom/clwrallways

Somit.Sen@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: As part of the In-
ternational Museum Day
celebrations on Saturday,
Central Railway opened the
doors of its Heritage Mu-
seum at Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) to 29 young war-
riors battling cancer from
Tata Memorial Hospital.
This special guided tour
wasaimed at bringing joy to
the children, offering them
a memorable and educa-
tional experience, a senior
official said on Sunday.
Ontheinvitationof Cen-
tral Railway the children
aged between B vears and 14
vears, all undergoing treat-
ment for cancer, were intro-
duced to the rich history
and legacy of Indian Rail-
ways. A few of them, who
who had come from other
parts of the country, re-
quested if they could get a
train ride and the officials
obliged by taking them on a

kids battling cancer

suburban train from CSMT
to Cotton Green.

The museum guide cap-
tivated the children with en-
caging stories and fascinat-
ing facts about the artifacts
ondisplay, CR officials said.
The voung visitors asked
numerous guestions, and
showed great interest in the
Indian Railways’ historical
treasures. Some of them al-
s0 inspected the models of
trains and engines.

The museum, which
showcases the heritage and
relics of India's first rail-

way line, had recently con-

verted static exhibits into
mobile ones — with one
steam engine moving on a
small track and emitting
smoke, the model of anoth-
er steam loco lighting up its
boiler and the first electric
local train.

“We plan to organise
such visits once every six
months,” chief public rela-
tions officer Swapnil Nila,
said.

up’, blurs visibility

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: A portion of the
cockpit window of an Air In-
dia aireraft operating a flight
from Amritsar to Mumbai on
Sunday turned opaque after it
*bubbled up’ and blurred visi-
bility

The delamination which
occurred on aside panel on the
port-side of the windshield left
a large pattern of trapped bub-
bles on it. “Cockpit window

screen is made of multiple lay-

ers. Some form of damage
must have occurred which re-
sulted in air leaking into the
folds,” said a senior command-
err “The aireraft cannot be
cleared for the next flight with
this damage on the window;”
he added. “Generally when a
delamination problem occurs,
it's limited to the sides of the
windshield panel. But the pho-
tograph of this particular one
shows a large area of the side
windshield affected with bub-
bles going up the panel,” he
added.

that the auraof holiness gives
them a presumptive right to
‘wisdom’. Anything that
comes out of their mouths is
seen as blessed by a touch of
divinity

What drives this inexora-
ble need to hear the obvious
and then to find it so transfor-
mative? The need to arrogate
wisdom to anexternal agency
and to surrender one’s good
gense In order to feel a mo-
mentary surge of renewed
hope seems to be a strong un-
derlying need.

There has to be a reason
why, worldwide, so many peo-
ple feel the need to listen to
this kind of advice and pay
opod money in order to do so.
It cannot be that a large chunk
of humanity consists of peo-
ple who are dribbling idiots,
although that is an oddly sat-
isfying idea that explains so
much. Trump, for instance.

As the world becomes a
lonelier place and as vard-
sticks forsuccess becomeever
more stringent and multiple,
there is enormous pressure
on individuals to find their
way all by themselves, Tradi-
tional institutions that
served as support sys-
tems, like the family;
the community, and or-
ganised religion, are
not as strong as they
used to be. Besides, the
world is changing so
rapidly thatthey them-
selves do not have answers,

The need to look for out-
side support, for someone
above all, to accept us as we
are without judgement and
give us hope that we will be in
a better place tomorrow, is an
idea that has a great deal of
resonance. The important
thing perhaps is not to ask
how original or intellectually

Delamination occurred due to air

An Air Indiaspokesperson
said: “The crew reported an is-
sue with the slider window in
the cockpit, which is being
checked, If necessary it will be
replaced per standard prac-
tice. Air India always accords
top priority to the safety of its
passengers and crew.” On Sat-
urday an Air India Express
flight from Bengaluru to Co-
chin was diverted within min-
utes of take-off after one of its
engines caught fire..

CITY CITY BANG BANG

satisfying the advice is, but
how much empathy it shows
for the audience it is ad-
dressed to, and what kind of
concrete hope it can hold out
for the possibility of change.
People need to believe that
they have some agency, that
their etforts can make adiffer-
ETCE.

Also, there is a difference
between thought and action,
between knowing what is the
right thing to do and being
able to actually do it. The self-
help genre aims to bridge this
gap, by showing us ways of
making it happen.

Often, the need for self-
help prescriptions is a func-
tion of time. At critical mo-
ments of our lives, for in-
stance, when we lose a loved
one, we find that what com-
forts us most is the cliched,
but heartfelt support ex-
pressed by those close to us.
We don't look for brilliance in
condolence messages; we look
for asignthat, at thismoment,
we are not alone. At difficult
times, the most ordinary
messages can have a pro-
foundly comforting effect.

To judge the success of
this genre either by the out-
comes it delivers or the quali-
ty of the input it provides,
would then be a mistake. Its
primary role is to make us all
feel legitimate and togiveus a
path to believing in a better
gelf or an improved future. To
be heard, to be spoken to, and
to be given hope is a special
thing, no matter if the pack-
age that it comes in feels intel-
lectually deficient.

santosh3esEgmail.com

Man held In
3263 crore I-T
refund case

Mumbai: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) arrested
one Rajesh Batreja in a mon-
ey laundering case connect-
ed to a Rs 263 crore income
tax (I-T) refund fraud involv-
ing a former income tax in-
spector and produced him
before the court on Friday
The court remanded him to
ED custodw

Earlier, the ED had ar-
rested former I-T inspector
Tanaji Adhikari and busi-
nessmen Bhushan Patil and
Rajesh Shetty in the case,
who are in judicial custody.

The ED alleged that Ba-
treja helped Tanaji Adhikari
in diverting PoC of Rs 55.5
crore into three shell compa-
nies in order to convert the
same into cash for sending it
outside India by the hawala
channel. Batreja also helped
Adhikari in concealing the
proceeds of crime and later
in the placement and layer-
ing of the said siphoned-off
PoC by incorporating firms
with the help of a local per-
son in Dubai to project the
same as untainted, —Vijay
V Singh




‘B’deshi pirates’ |
hack forest
guard to death
in Sundarbans

Kolkata: A 59vear-old forest
guard, on the verge of retire-
ment, was hacked to death whi-
le three other forest workers
escaped by jumping in the river
inside Sundarbans Tiger Re
serve (STR) on Saturday night
after an alleged attack by Bang-
ladeshi pirates, report Krish-
nendu Mukherjee & Mono-
tosh Chakraborty.

Victim Amalendu Halder, a
resident of Raidighi, was pos-
ted at Netidhopani camp. Sour-
ces said such a heinous inci-
dent has not occurred in the ti-
ger reserve area in recent ti-
mes. In 2019, a group of
foresters were assaulted by vil-
lagers in South 24 Parganas di-
vision while probinga tiger po-
aching case. Last Dec, forest
dept had arrested six Bangla-
deshifishermen, who had ente-
red the Indian waters.

This incident has also high-
lighted acute staff shortage in
STR, where the current
strength of forest guards is 36,
in contrast to the sanctioned
strength of 110.

Chief wildlife warden De-
hal Roy said the incident took
place around 10 pm when four
forest personnel were patrol-
ling Gosaba 1 compartment on
asmall boat. The team encoun-
tered 10-15 robbers, believed to
be from Bangladesh.

Wrong implant
inserted during
arm surgery: Kin

Kozhikode: Yet another alle-
gation of medical negligence
surfaced at Govt Medical Col-
lege in Kerala's Kozhikode af-
ter relatives of a youth alleged
a wrong implant was inserted
duringasurgery of hisfractu-
red armon Saturday,

The Kochi youth's mother

said oneend of an inserted wi-
re was protruding from his
arm after the surgery, arou-
sing suspicion. Medical colle-
geauthorities refuted thealle-
gationof a wrongimplant.

Police havefiled a case.

Earlier on May 16, a four-
vear-old girl scheduled to un-
dergo surgery for removal of
an additional finger in her
hand was instead operated on
her tongue. T

FAROOQ ABDULLAH SEEKS PROBE INTO J&K TWIN
TERROR ATTACKS, ASKS PAK TO ‘STOP TERRORISM’

Builder’s minor son rams
Porsche into blke, 2 dead

Deceased Were
Techies From
MP: Pune Cops |

Gitesh.Shelke
@timesgroup.com

Pune: Two voung software
engineers died after a Por-
sche Taycan, driven by a 17
yvear-old son of a prominent
builder;, hit their motorcycle
near a pub in the upscale ne-
ighbourhood of Kalyanina-
gar in Pune around 2.30am
Sunday, The driver was detai-
ned and Juvenile Justice Bo-
ard (JJB) released him later
with conditions.

Police identified the dece-
ased as Aneesh Awadhia, 24,
and Ashwini Koshta, 24, both
from Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh. They had studied at
a Pune engineering college
before joining a software
company. Awadhia lived in
Vimannagar, while Koshta,

Tourist hurt in J&K terror attack
loses his eve, W1fe battles for life

Ashish.Mehta@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: Sunny Khan, a 38-year-
Ka
Chowk in Jaipur's Brahmpuri
neighbourhood, has lost vision in
one eye and faces the risk of par-

old resident of Pathanon

fial vision loss in the other,

He i3 currently battling for his
life in the ICU of a military hospi-
tal in south Kashmir's Anantnag.
Hiswife Farah Khanisalsoincrit-

ical condition.
The couple,

sort in Pahalgam for dinner:

“Some people removed their
blankets and started shooting. A
bullet pierced my brother's eye,
My sister-in-law has a shoulder
wound,” Sunny’s elder brother

The 17-year-old driver of the
car was detained and Juvenile
Justice Board released him
later with conditions

along with 50
members of their extended fam-
ily, had gone on a holiday to Kash-
miron Mayv 10, intending toreturn
on May 20. But their vacation took
a tragic turn when terrorists at-
tacked them Saturday evening
while they were heading to a re-

who had recently left her job,
resided in Kharadi.
According to police, the
accident occurred when
Awadhia was dropping
Koshta home. The Porsche
struck their bike from be-
hind, dragging Koshta for
50ft. The vehicle also hit a
parked carandatwo-wheeler
before coming to a stop.

Aneesh’s friend Aqib

Ramzan Mulla, 23, a software
developer, witnessed the ac-
cident and filed a complaint.
Mulla, along with passersby,
chaszed the Porsche, which
had itsairbagsdeployed, hin-
dering the driver’s visibility

People pulled the driver
and his two friends—class-
mates from a prominent Pu-
ne school—out, thrashed
them, and wrecked the car
before police detained the
trio. DCP Vijay Magar said;
“Preliminary investigation
revealed that the driver and
his friends were returning
home after partying ata pub
in Mundhwa. We have collec-
ted the driver's blood sam-
ples to check for alcohol..”

Lawyers Prashant Patil
and Abid Mulani, represen-
ting the minor, said: “J.JB or-
dered our client’s release on
bail with conditions, inclu-
ding working with a traffic
constable, attending coun-
selling, writing an essay on
accidents, and painting traf
fic awareness boards.”

Son of E!JP neta Aijaz Ahmad Sheikh is
being carried by his relative for the
last rites of the former sarpanch in
Shopian on Sunday. Aijaz was killed in
a terrorist attack in J&K on Saturday

calls.

onto hope.

weare praying for,”

Kashmir!”

support.

Parvez Khan, 39, recounted Sun-
day the horror that unfolded be-
fore his eves the previous night.
“Oh, we're so happy coming to
he exclaimed
erief and sarcasm from Anant-
nag. His brother is on ventilator
“My brother’s one eye
has been removed, and the other

J&K, where

This was the third ter-
rorist attack on non-
natives in J&K this
election season. On
April 17, a food vendor
from Bihar was shot
dead.

with
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CENTRE WITHHOLDING WB’S FUNDS FOR NOT DISPLAYING
PM'S FACE ON RATION SHOPS, SAYS JAIRAM RAMESH 4

Close shave for 179 on
board as Al Express
~ aircraft catches fire

Joy Sengupta &
Nithya Mandyam | Tun

Pune/Bengaluru: Anengine
of an Air India Express plane
flying from Pune to Kochi
caught fire around 10 minutes
after it took off from Bengalu-
ru following a scheduled sto-
pover on Saturday evening,
foreing a return and emergen-
cy evacuation of its 179 fliers,
who were then stranded in the
Karnataka capital for nearly
13 hours. The flight, IX-1132,
had six crew members.

This was Air India’s se-
cond fire scare within days.
On May 17, one of its Bengalu-
ru-bound aircraft had retur-
ned to Delhi after a fire war-
ning from its auxiliary power
unit. That flight had around
175 passengers.

Speakingabout Saturday’s
events, an Air India Express
spokesperson told TOI that
“the crew accomplished the
evacuation with no injuries to
any guests”. “A thorough in-

ZND FIRE SCARE WITHIN DAYS:
Flyers were stranded for 13 hours

vestigation with the regulator
shall be accomplished to es-
tablish the(fire)cause,” the of-
ficial said.

A spokesperson for Banga-
lore International Airport Ltd
said “a full-scale emergency
was declared and the fire pro-
mptly extinguished upon lan-
ding”.Sourcessaid apartfrom
the airline’s investigation, Di-
rectorate General of Civil Av-
iation would conduct a probe.

The airline later arranged
an alternative flight for the
passengers that took off at
11.20am and landed in Kochi at
12.10pm on Sunday.

For your motherland!

i
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Dalit couple from MP village paraded with
garlands of shoes, tied to pillar & thrashed

Bhopal: A Dalit couple was paraded with garlands of shoes, ti-
ed to a pillar and thrashed by members of an influential family
in a village of MP's Ashoknagar district on Friday Police re-
scued the couple but none of the accused has yet been arrested.

Karan Singh (46) and wife Betibai (40) had been staying
away from their home for the past threemonths fearing harass-
ment by a strongman from the village. The dispute between the
two families started after the couple’s son was accused of mo-
lesting a woman from the influential family Kanna suffered a
fractured leg and Betibal multiple wounds. s

is being operated upon,” said Par-
vez. He and his wife are taking
care of Sunny and Farah's two
children. Since the attack, Parvez
has been iInundated with phone
“Just pray” he implored.
“What has my brother done, or
our family? Why was he target-
ed?” In Jaipur, their parents are
preparing to fly to Kashmir —
first flight Monday. Aslam Khan
and Mazidan Begam, consoled by
many at their home, are holding
“Allah zindagl dega
(Allah will give life), that's what
Aslam said.
The attack is seen as an at-
tempt to sabotage LS elections in
Anantnag-Rajouri
constituency votes on May 25.

Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

SUPPLYING & LOADING OF BALLAST
E-Tender Notice No. 05 of 2024-25 date
14/05/2024 e-Tender No - DRM-RJT-2024-
25-E-06 Name of Work : Ragkot Division:
Supplying and loading of 105000 Cum
ballast into wagans al Wankaner,

Approximate NIT Cost : ¥9,85,09,360.95
Eammest Money @ 354260000 Date &

Time of Opening of Tender : 04/06/2024
15:00 Hrs.Office Address: Divisional
Railway Manager (Engg.), Western Railway,
Kothi Compound, Rajket, Gujarat - 360001
Website : wwmreps gowv.in 16

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

AUGMENTATION / IMPROVEMENT OF
FREIGHT WAGON MAINTENANCE
GATI SHAKTI UNIT
E-Tender Notification No : 02 of 2024-25
Date 14-05-2024 E-Tender Notification
No.02/2025/GSU/RJT Name of Work :
Augmentation / Improvement of Freight
Wagon Maintenance at Hapa -
Rajkol. Approximate NIT Cost : ¥
23,33,16,546.94/- Date & Time of Closing
of Tender ; 17-06-2024 at 15:00 hrs Office
Address : Chiel Project Manager, Gati
Shakti Unit, Junction Road, Opposite Kothi
Compound, Rajkot - 360001 Website :
www.ireps.gov.in 18

Like us on: W facebook com/WestemnRly

»e.d National Institute of Public Health Training & Research,
' 332, SV.P. ROAD, KHETWADI, GIRGAON, MUMBAI - 400 004,
MAHARASHTRA, INDIA

ADMISSION NOTICE (2024-25)

National Institute of Public Health Training & Research,
Mumbai, a Central Training Institute of the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India invites applications
in the prescribed format (as given on the website) for the following
academic course for the academic year 2024-25.

Duration | No. of Seats

Two years ‘ 10 |

Regular Course

1. Master in Public Health (MPH)
(Affiliated to MUHS)

The detailed notification for admission and criteria like age,
qualification, no. of seats, duration, fee structure etc. are available
at https:/lwww.niphtr.mohfw.gov.in

The last date for submission of completed application by Online

or Registered/speed post is 15" June 2024.
Sd-

DIRECTOR / i yTeh
N.LP.H.T.R., Mumbai /U 3. 0. Ter. 2. 31, §ag-¥

Fulrani

3 rules to remember

W =

assault mom
in Patna

Patna: Five
men raped a
14-year-old girl
in front of her
mother inside an
SUV, beat them
up, and then
threw them out
of the vehicle in
Patna late
Saturday night,
police said. They
were found
unconscious on
the roadside by
the emergency
Dial 112 police
team who
admitted them
to AlIMS-Patna,
reports Faryal
Rumi.

On Sunday
morning, the
woman told
police that the
five men had
called her near
Dumri railway
station on the
pretext of giving
her a job in
Patna.

“The woman has
complained that
when she and
her daughter
reached there,
two persons
forced them
inside an SUV,
where three
others were
already sitting.
They assaulted
both, and the
girl was
gangraped
inside the car,
as per the
complaint,” said
Deepak Kumar,
sub-divisional
police officer. A
case has been
registered in
this connection,
and spot
investigation
done by an FSL
team, he said
adding search is
on to nab the
accused.

End-to-end electronic security solutions

STOP THE SEARCH.
TRUST THE SPECIALIST

AnG India

{ Integrated Electronic Security Solutions

Central Monitoring [ Access Control | CCTV Surveillance

Fire Alarms \ Electronic Security Systems

Scan Here
to know more

\.1800-111-264 = reason@angindia.in @ angindia.in

when using AEPS*

to make payments

(*AEPS - Aadhaar Enabled Payment System)

ﬁmna E»handar

Be aware of these rules and prevent
yourself from frauds

Rule 1: Verify credentials of the Business Correspondent/Operator
by asking for an 1D proof

Rule 2: Check if any additional paper/transparent film, etc.
is attached to the fingerprint scanning device

Rule 3: Insist on a transaction slip and check details for every
AEPS transaction, even failed transactions

Remember, if an SMS is received that a transaction has been made
without your authorisation, report it to your bank immediately.

| o Jaankaar Elani',re.
' Satark Rahiye!

Issued in public interest by

) Wt R den
#5) RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

www.rbi.org.in

For more details, visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/aeps
[=] For feedback, write to rbikehtahai@rbi.org.in
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17-year-old UP

boy seen votmg
for BJP 8 times | m
video, detamed

Lucknow: A viral video sho-
wing the 17-vear-old son of a
gram pradhan purportedly
voting eight times at a polling
station in Uttar Pradesh’s Far-
rukhabad constituency on
May13led theauthoritiestofi-
le an FIR and detain him late
sunday, initiate disciplinary
proceedings against officials
managing the booth, and re-
commend a repoll.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadaw,
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi,
and Congress's X handle were
among these who shared the
two-minute, 19-second video

WAS SEEN FLASHING
DIFFERENT ID CARDS

compilation showing the of
fender flashing different ID
cards at intervals and appea-
ring to press the EVM button
in front of BJP candidate Mu-
kesh Rajput’s photoand the lo-
tus symbol.

He is seen wearing two
shirts in the video of multiple
frames stitched together. UP's
chief election officer Navdeep
Rinwa said, “An FIR has been
registered under Sections171F
and 419 (impersonation) of the
[PC, and Sections 128 (viola-
tion of the secrecy of voting),
132 (misconduct) & 136 (fraud)
of the Representation of Peo-
ple Act,” hesaid. The teen'sfat-
her told TOI polling agents to-
ok his son ahead of voting “to
participate in EVM inspec-
tion/randomisation”,

Hour before PM
rally, Bengal BJP
MP joins TMC

Jhargram: West Bengal
BJP’s outgoing Jhargram MP
Kunar Hembram joined Tri-
namool Congress, just an ho-
ur before PM Narendra Mo-
di’s rally on Sunday in Kha-
ragpur, just 42 km away:

Denied renomination by
BJE Hembram ecriticised his
former party’s “imposition of
Hindutva on tribal identity”
and pledged to campaign for
TMC candidates in the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha polls, reports
Sujoy Khanra.

Hembram said his deci-
sion was well-considered, pra-
ising Trinamools work in
Jangalmahal over BJP's, ad-
ding that he didn't harbour
any personal ambitions befo-
re making the switch.

HltS Out At Didi
Over Remarks
On ‘Few Monks'’

Rohit Khanna,
Falguni Banerjee
& Sujoy Khanra | un

:  Kolkata/Purulia/Kha-

¢ ragpur: A fortnight after
the first of the purported
Sandeshkhali videos emer-
ged to give Trinamool Cong-
ress ammo to accuse BJP of
engineering the unrest, PM
Narendra Modi broke his si-
lence on the row on Sunday
by accusing CM Mamata Ba-
: nerjee’s party of “questio-
ning the character of the
women of Sandeshkhali to
save their (Sheikh) Shahja-
han”. Modi said in Purulia,
“TMC came to politics with
a promise to safeguard
‘maa, mati, manush’. Today,
TMC is preving on maa, ma-
i1, manush. Bengal's women
no longer trust TMC after
the sins that were commit-
ted in Sandeshkhali...As for

B Sridhar@timesgroup.com

Ghatshila (Jamshedpur):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on Sunday
that the bribe money seized
in Jharkhand will be retur-
ned to its rightful owners,
with legal advice being so-
ught on the process,

“The ill-gotten money
will not be kept in govt trea-
sury. It will be given back to
the poor who were looted by
the Congress-JMM-RJD
functionaries,” the PM said
at an election rally in Moub-
handar, Ghatshila.

Modil criticised INDIA
bloc parties for the state’s
lack of development, asser-
ting that corrupt parties
should not beelected. He cla-
imed that Congress failed to
work for the poor and margi-
nalised duringits60vearsin
office. “The mindset of

:  Congress is such that their
: functionaries consider the

PM: TMC blaming Sandeshkhali
women to save its ‘Shahjahan’

I.'H'I-E

: el A
Modi charged TMC with trying to alter the state's demography

mata Banerjee over her re-
marks about “a few monks”,
whom she accused of wor-
kingfor BJE “The TMC govt
has crossed all limits. The
whole world recognises Isk-
con, Swami Vivekananda's
Ramakrishna Mission and
Bharat Sevashram Sangha
for their work, but Bengal's
CM openly threatens them.
TMC stoops so low just to
please its vote bank, least
bothered about the feelings
of lakhs of people,” he said.
In Kharagpur, he charged
TMC with “playing a dange-
rous game” and tryving to al-
ter the state’sdemography.

oursisters from SC-ST fami-
lies, TMC does not even
think of them as humans.”

“They (TMC) are now re-
sorting to blaming the wo-
men of Sandeshkhali in
language that is unaccep-
table,” he said, alluding to
the backlash over two “sur-
vivors” retracting their ra-
pe allegations and the emer-
gence of a video purported-
lv showing BJP's Sandeshk-
hali Block-11 chief
Gangadhar Koyal admit-
ting the complainants had
“done whatever they were
told todo™.

Modi also attacked Ma-

Modi promlses return of seized
bribe money to poor in J’khand

‘It's Ram Bhakts vs those who fired at them’

U nion home minister Amit Shah on Sunday
said people will have to choose between
‘Ram bhakts’ who ensured completion of
Ram Templein Ayodhya and those who were
responsible for opening fire on ‘kar sevaks',
report Shalabh and Kapil Dixit. Atelection
¥ rallies in UP's Prayagraj and Machhlishahr
constitu EHCIEE. Shahfocused onissues like abrogation of
Article 370, Ram Temple, appeasement of minorities, and
nepotism to attack the opposition. Attacking Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi and Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Shah said voters should hold them accountable for
minority appeasement. He added that Congress couldn't
build the Ram Temple during their govt and SP govt was
responsible for firing on *kar sevaks'.

age is anti-corporate. Inves-
tors who come to meet me
say they will not invest in
Congress-governed states
asthe party’s ideology isan-
ti-corporate.”

The PM questioned
whether INDIA bloc parties
in Maharashtra agree with
the Congress MP’s views on
corporates and investors.

country their personal pro-
perty,” he said.

Without taking his na-
me, the Prime Minister ac-
cused Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi of adopting Maoist
tactics, saying: “Like Naxa-
lites who don’t let investors
work without paying extor-
tion. Congress'sshehzada is
doing the same... His langu-

TIMES Inter:lap »==

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
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Kolkata: Dayv after Mallikarjun
Kharge and Congress’'s Bengal chief
Adhir Chowdhury crossed swords
over CM Mamata Banerjee's role in
INDIA bloc, ink was smeared on a
poster of the AICC president in front
of the state party’s headquarters in
Kolkata on Sunday. Party workers
washed the ink off with milk.
Chowdhury was in Behrampore

talented people

‘PM silent on
clips, knew of
untrue claims’

Kolkata/Keshpur: Trina-
mool Congress on Sunday
alleged that PM Narendra
Modi “stayed silent” on the
Sandeshkhali videos all the-
se days because he was awa-
i re that the al-
legations le-
velled by BJP
that women
were abused
in Sandeshk-
hali were not

Dwaipavan

true,
Ghosh and Sujoy Khanra.

“In the last fortnight, he
also zipped his lips on San-
deshkhali after the videos

report

surfaced,” said TMC Rajva
Sabha MP Derek O'Brien.
Calling BJP seniors “migra-
tory birds” who only visit
West Bengal during polls, he
said: “Modiand his minions
insult Bengal, degrade the
dignity of women andchoke
thestate of funds.”

3-t|me BJD MLA

& ex-minister
joins Odisha BJP

Bhubaneswar: Three-time
MLA from Nimapara and for-
mer Odisha minister Samir
Ranjan Dash quit BJD on Sun-
day and joined BJP after he
was denied a ticket for assem-
bly polls in state,

Two sitting MPs and seven
MLAs of the BJD resigned
ahead of eleetions this time
and joined the BJP.

Dash represented Nima-
para in the assembly in 2009,
2014 and 2019. “I switched loy-
alty to BJP after being neglec-
ted by BJD. BJD leadership
lost its confidence inme. After
losing their trust, it is not pro-
performetostay inthe party”
Dash said. On April 17, BJD
named BJP turncoat Dillip
Kumar Nayakasits Nimapara
candidate. Navak had unsuc-
cessfully contested from Ni-
mapara assembly constituen-
cy in2019on a Congress ticket.
“Dash’s switch will have no
impact on BJD. We will win,”
said Navak.

—Debabrata Mohapatra

and asked Congress functionariesto
filean FIR about the defacement out-

CHANGE

OF NAME side the headquarters, Bidhan Bha-

have changed
SUMAN DEVI

L, Suman Devi Spouse of ESM
Late Sudhakar Service no.
6821425 Rank Sepov (Army
Medical Corps) presently
residing at 38 202 Shri Samarth
Deoratna Nagar Chunabhatti
Police Station, Mhada Palice
Colony Chunabhatti 400021

SUDHAKAR SOMAR and DOB
from 28.02,1970 to 20.01,14954
vide affidavit no.227 dated

my name from
i SUMAN BA]

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

van. This was done soon after Khar-
ge had said TMC chief Mamata was
“very much a part of INDIA bloc”.

candidates. Bevond dynastic poli-
tics, the most common pathways

‘BJPis running ‘Op Jhaadu' to
]all all AAP netas: De iCM

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal on Sun-
dav alleged that BJP was run-
ning ‘Operation Jhaadu', ai-
ming to arrest all top functio-
naries of his party to
eliminate AAP, as it saw them
asachallenge.

Kejriwal was addressing
party workers beforeleadinga
protest march to BJP headqu-
arters following the arrest of
his aide Bibhav Kumar in the
SwatiMaliwal assault case.

AAP Rajva Sabha MP Rag-
hav Chadha, who had been
missing in action for months
duetoanevesurgerythateven
led to speculation over his affi-
liation with the party, was also
present in the march.

Addressing party workers,
Kejriwal said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi could get all
functionaries arrested in one
oo instead of taking them one
by one. He told the cadre to be
prepared to face bigger chal-
lenges ahead.

“The top leaders of our
party, all ministers, MLASs,
MPs, councillors and office-
bearers are present here. Why

He jnwal man:he:-; towards the BJP HQ along with party functionaries
Atishi, Saurabh Bhardwaj, Kailash Gahlot & others, in Delhi on Sunday

did we have to gather here to-
day? Because the Prime Mini-
ster has made up his mind to
completelv destroy and crush
Aam Aadmi Party, for which
he has started an operation
called ‘Operation Jhaadu',”
Kejriwal said.

He added that Modi feared
AAP asits work was being dis-
cussed all over the country,
and it could be a challenge for
BJPatthenationallevel and in
many states.

“They arrested me, Sanjay
Singh, Manish Sisodia and Sa-
tyendar Jain, Yesterday, they
even arrested my PA. Raghav

Chadha has just come back;
now they are saying that he
will also be arrested. They are
saving that Atishi, Saurabh
Bharadwaj and Kailash Gah-
lot will also be arrested soon,”
he said, adding that in coming
days, the party office would be
locked. “"ED's lawyer has alrea-
dy given a statement in court
that AAP's bank accounts will
be frozen immediately after
the elections,” the CM said.
After the speech, Kejriwal
led a march towards BJP's he-
adquarters and sat on the road
aspolice barricades prevented
them from reaching the office.

Maliwal case: Cops ready 50
questions for Kejriwal’s PA

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Police isle-
arnt to have questioned mem-
bers of the security team sta-
tioned at Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal’'s re-
sidence as
part of its in-
vestigation in-
to the alleged
assaunlt on
AAP  Rajya
Sabha MP Swati Maliwal,
sources said on Sunday.

The officers confiscated
additional CCTV footage and
DVRsfrom CM's residenceon
sunday to determine the se-
quenceof events and identify
individuals present at the ti-
me of the incident. Those
identified will be questioned
accordingly The seized foota-
ge has been forwarded for fo-
rensicanalysis,

A special team has been
assembled by police to inter-
rogate Kejriwal's personal

Kharge poster defaced at Cong office
in Kolkata day after spat with Adhir

EC transfers Purulia SP, 3
others after complaints

C has transferred Purulia SP, Avijit

Banerjee, five days ahead of polls
inthe district on May 25. Similarly,
SDPO of Contai in East Midnapore,
Dibakar Das, along with two officers,
were alsotransferred. EC had
received complaints against them,
reports Debashis Konar.

Told that this did not alien with
Chowdhury's views, Kharge asser-
ted it was the party high command
that took final decisions on allian-
ces. Chowdhury responded to this
with a veiled dig at Mamata, saying
he could not be expected to “appease
someone who wanted to decimate
Congress in Bengal®.

“That episode is over and there
are no misgivings. This (defacing) is
a ploy by the opposition which wants
to keep the controversy alive and ta-
ke advantage, Adhirda was taken
aback by the defacing,” a state Cong-
ress functionary said.

Over 50% of BJP, Cong
have assets worth over

candidates
Z5¢r: Study

politicians. Approximately :
dynastic candidates come from

% of

‘Cops leaking selective
information to media’

AP minister Saurabh

Bharadwaj on Sunday hit
out at Delhi Police, accusing it
of operating at the behest of
BJP. He alleged police were
leaking “selective and
incorrect” information tothe
media totarnish the party’s
image before the polls. He said
he had never seena woman
complainant’s photo being
shared with the country, tuw

assistant, Bibhav Kumar,
who is currently in custody, A
guestionnaire consisting of
approximately 50 questions
has been prepared for him.
Sources Indicate that the
team is attempting to under-
stand why Maliwal, anaide to
Kejriwal tor 20 years, was de-
nied a meeting with CM on
theday of the incident. An in-
vestigator stated, “We asked

‘AAP taking to streets
to save accused’

wati Maliwal has accused

AAPoftakingtothe streets
to“savetheaccused”.“There
was atime whenwe all used to
come out on the streetsto get
justice for Nirbhaya. Today,
after 12 years, we all came out
on the streets to save the
accused who made the CCTV
footage disappearand
formatted the phone,” Maliwal
posted on X. TuN

him (Kumar) if Maliwal al-
ways sought an appointment
before meeting CM and how
she managed toreach the dra-
wing room from the camp of-
fice without an appoint-
ment.” The response to this
inquiry wasnotdisclosed. Po-
lice are also trying to obtain
the complete mobile video of
the incident, of which only 51
seconds were made public.

Rally turns violent as
RaGa, Akhilesh leave

Wlthout spealqng

Cops control the gathenngdurmg apu I:ncmeetmg nf INDIA bloc
addressed by Congress's Rahul Gandhi and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

Kapil.Dixit@timesgroup.com

. Pravagraj: Chaos prevailed
. for over an hour at a joint ral-
: Iy of INDIA bloc, attended by
: Samajwadi Party chief Akhi-
: lesh Yadav and Congress MP
: Rahul Gandhi, at Padila in

in front of the dais,” an eve-
witness said. The SP national
president had arrived at the
dais around 1.25pm and left
the spot at 1.55pm.

Later on, Sunday evening,
Akhilesh posted in Hindi on
X "It wasn’t just barricades
that were broken. Becords of

: Phulpuron Sunday.

: The SP chief left the ve-
: nue without addressing the
: crowd after he found the mi-
: crophones not working, lea-
: ving supporters in a frenzy,
: who then damaged the barri-
: cading and created a ruckus
: which caused injuries to
- three persons.

- “As spon as SP national
: president Akhilesh Yadav left
: thedais after he failed to add-
: ress the rally, party suppor-
: terswent berserk and jumped

In Bundelkhand, ﬁelds thirsty for water, people for change

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

29/04/2024 before Executive
Magistrate, Kurla,

TENIEHRS

New Delhi: More than 50% of the
768 candidates fielded by BJP and
Congress inthe seven phasesof the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections have
assets worth more than Rs 5 core
each and a little over 27% are from
‘dynastic’ backgrounds, according
to a study conducted a not-for-pro-
fit orginisation.

Prajatantra Foundation’s study
has revealed that ‘financial status’
and ‘dyvnastic background' as the
two most prevalent “gatekeeping”
factors when it comes to selecting

for candidates are party organisa-
tional polities(15.4%), local politics
(12.2%), and student politics (9.5%).

LITTLE OVER 27% HAVE
‘DYNASTIC’ BACKGROUNDS

“Of the27.6% of dynastic candi-
dates, 71.2% are second-generation
politicians... the sons, daughters,
nieces, or nephews of current poli-
ticians. Another 25% are first-ge-
neration dynasts, meaning they
are siblings or spouses of current

victory margins would also
be broken in the elections for
Phulpur and Allahabad Lok
Sabha seats.”

In a video clip shared on
the official social media
handles of both SP and Cong-
ress, peopleonthe stagecould
be heard asking supportersto
move back. The appeals fai-
led to have any effect. Then,
Rahul and AKhilesh had a
brief discussion before they
left the stage.

multi-generational political fami-
lies, underscoring the deep-rooted
legacy and continuity of political
power within certain families in
India.” the study said.

The report highlights how Kar-
nataka, Biharand Maharashiraha-
ve the highest percentage of dynas-
tic candidates among larger states
and Harvana leads among smaller
states. As per the report, the two
parties have given only 13.4% of
tickets to women, and over 50% of
them have dynastic backgrounds.
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Union Bank of India mviles
vendors for following items.
GeM Bid No- GEM/2024/B/

district needs industries
so that more and more peo-

constituencies that will go
to poll on Monday.

irrigation facilities like
what their counterparts in

9867 407 521 ﬂﬁiﬁbﬂlzﬁﬂ%m ) | _ Out of 109 "very high western UP have. Such fa-  ple get jobs.
o Supnlyand ; BandafHamlrpur: ISIK of risk dlstr}cts in the -:c_:unt- E:illtlES and other Iadaptav Though the CEHtl‘Ehi?.E
. it wlementation the seven districts in the rv 22 fall in UP and six of tion measures will help approved the Ken-Betwa
To Book Online LDE onfo of Application Pragramming poll-bound Bundelkhand them—Hamirpur, Banda, themfacechallengesof cli- river linking project that
P ; ’ _ l"t"”_fa“ Management region of Uttar Pradesh, Chitrakoot, Mahoba, Ja- mate change in future. will provide permanent ir-
. F 5”?"‘“'““ _ spread over four parlia- laun and Jhansi—are in “We cannot survive rigation facilities to 2.6
nesgroup.com Bid End Date/Time - mentary constituencies, the Bundelkhand region, T without irrigation faciliti- lakh hectares of land spre-
| _ 10.06.2024 16:00 hours come inthetop100riskiest according to the vulnera-  Jal Saheli, a group of women water warriors, protesting for reju- es. Underground water is ad over Banda, Mahoba,

For other details and
downloading of bid
document, please visit
Government &_Market (GeM)
Place portal https://gem.
gov.in or Bank's website
www.unionbankofindia.
co.n for participation in the
tender.

Jhansi and Lalitpur dis-
tricts of UP it will take at
least eight wvears for the
project to get completed.
The project envisages
transfer of surplus water
from Ken river to Betwa ri-
ver through a 230-km con-
crete link canal.

depleting quite fast. We
use diesel pump sets for ir-
rigation. But the high pri-
ce of diesel and high cost
of deep boring make far-
ming expensive,” said As-
hok Singh of Banda tehsil.
Other villagers have simi-
lar concerns, sayving their

bility assessment done by  venation of the Gorari river in Simrawari area of UP's Jhansi district
Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research.

The list shows Hamir-
pur as the riskiest in UP
followed by Banda. Nation-
wide, Hamirpur is the
ninth riskiest whereas

Banda is at number 20 due

districts in the country in
terms of their vulnerabili-
ty toclimate change and fu-
ture hazards.

This is reflected on the
ground in depressed agri-
cultural activities, water
scarcity and land degrada-
tion in all four Lok Sabha

SCAN TO BDOK

ral unemplovment and
migration. Though freera-
tion and annual income
support under PM-Kisan
schemes are a help, far-
mers in the region despe-
rately look for permanent

to constant rise in mini-
mum temperatures, exten-
sive degraded land and
high drought proneness.
The situation, that has
affected farming opera-
tions, has already led to ru-
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Wheat procurement may miss

Punjab & Hry Saw
Higher Purchases,
MP 33% Down

Dipak.Dashi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Wheat procure-
ment by govt agencies this
yvear is set to cross last vear’'s
figure of 262 lakh tonnes in
the nextcoupleof days, butis
likely to be much less than
the estimate, Ason Saturday,
purchase of the foodgrain
was around 261 lakh tonnes
and daily arrival now is abo-
et 70.000-80,000 tonnes.

Madhyva Pradesh, where
govt purchase has been near-
Iy 33% less than the procure-
ment last vear, has extended
the procurement period to
May 31. However, Punjab and
Harvana recorded higher
purchases than last vear of
124 lakh tonnes and 71.4 lakh
tonnes respectively.

Food Corporation of In-

target, but set to cross *23 mark

75% OF TOTAL FROM PUNJAB & HRY

State

63.2
VAN N 71 4

vip I 70.7

M Procurement (May 18, 2023) ¥ Procurement (May 18, 2024)

(ALL figures in Lakh Tonnes)

i
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UP otal Wheat procured last year
89 | 262 lakh tonnes
la » Procurement target for this

year | 300-310 lakh tonnes

dia (FCI) officials said they
were confident of total pro-
curement touching 270 lakh
tonnes against the earlier es-
timateof 300-310 lakh tonnes,
which was arrived at after
consultation with states.
“The current level of pro-
curement and the stock will
be more than enough to meet

the food security require-
ment of providing free food-
grain to 80 crore poor under
the PM Garib Kalvan Yojna
and other welfare schemes.
We will also have good stock
for market intervention to
check prices, if need arises,”
said a govt official.

TOI has learnt that govt

agencies are trying to figure
out the reason behind less
procurement in Madhyva Pra-
desh. The state won't be able
to achieve the initial target
of 80 lakh tonnes.

Though there has been a
more than four-fold jump in
wheat procurement in Uttar
Pradesh and 2.5 times in Ra-
jasthan, their contribution
to the central pool is hardly
18 lakh tonnes. Govt had ex-
pected procurement of aro-
und 50 lakh tonnes of wheat
from UP Rajasthan and Bi-
har. Officials said the procu-
rement period in UP is likely
to be extended till June so
that more farmers can get
the benefit of MSE Sources
said with the currentlevel of
procurement, there is hardly
any scope to lift the restric-
tion on wheat export this ve-
araswell. It remains to be se-
enif the wheat-riceratio will
be restored as it was before
May 2022, Govt had changed
the policy toallocate more ri-
ce instead of wheat.

3 pilgrims die, Char Dham
toll touches 29 in nine days

CBI inspector
held for graft in
MP college probe

Bhopal: CBI has arrested one
of its own inspectors for alle-
cedly accepting a bribe during
the probe into irregularities in
Madhya Pradesh’s nursing col-
leges. Four persons, including
the inspector stationed at Bho-
pal's Anti-Corruption Branch
{ACB), have been arrested on
charges of bribery This arrest
comes as a setback to the inves-
tigation into widespread irre-
gularities in MP’s nursing col-
leges, say officials.

Sources said there could ha-
ve been as many as 13 arrests
across the state, but it couldn’t
be confirmed immediately A
special team from Delhi held
the inspector along with the di-
rector of a nursing college, his
wife, and a middleman.

Tanmayee Tyagi &
Abhyudaya Kotnala | Tnn

Dehradun: At least 29 peo-
ple have died, mainly due to
heart-related complica-
tions, at high-altitude shri-
nesinthepastninedayssin-
ce the Char Dham yatra be-
gan on May 10.

The toll surged after
three pilgrims lost their li-
ves in the vatra on Saturday,
including one in Badrinath
and two in Yamunotri.

The victims include,
Shashi Kant, a 49-vear-old
pilgrim from Surat, who di-
ed due to cardiac arrest du-
ring his visit to Badrinath,
bringing the total deaths at

Devotees at Badrinath Temple
in Chamoli district on Sunday

the shrine to four.

Two more devotees lost
theirlives while visitingthe
Yamunotrishrine. The poli-
ce said 53-vear-old Kamlesh
Bhai Patel from Gujarat fell
ill on his way to Yamunotri

and wasdeclareddead atthe
nearest health centre. Anot-
her pilgrim, 54-vear-old Ro-
hini Dalvi from Pune pas-
sed away In hospital after
falling sick in her hotel in
Kharadi wvillage in Uttar-
kashi. With this, the toll at
the shrine has reached 11.
According to Dr BS Ra-
wat, chief medical officer,
Uttarkashi, 11 people have
died in Yamunotri and two
in Gangotri shrine. Sources
within Rudraprayag admi-
nistration revealed that the
death count at Kedarnath
shrine has reached 12, with
six deaths oceurring on Sa-
turday alone, mostly due to
heart-related issues.

Copsrazeillegal :
- structures of 4 cow :
slaughter accused

Indore: The police on Sunday
razed the illegal constructions
belonging to four men accused
of cow slaughter in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dewas. “"Early on
Sunday, a farmer in Khetakhe-
di village found both his cows
missing from his farmland. He
saw some people packing so-
mething into sacks nearbw
When he approached them, so-
me of them fled and a few thre-
atened him,” ASP Jayveer
Singh Bhadoria said.

“The man saw remains of
the cows in seven-eight sacks
and alerted villagers,” the ASP
added. The villagers dashed to
the farm, along with right-
wing activists, caught a ‘su-
spect’” Aamin, and thrashed

Chhattisgarh Maoist drops AK-47
for pen, clears Class X examination

Partha.Behera@timesgroup.com

Raipur: Plucked from his
classroom by Maoists at age
16, handed a rifle and dragged
through the jungles of Abuj-
marh, Libaru Korram aka
Naxal Diwakar always vear-
ned to return to school. He
did. And, he has now cleared
his Class 10 examination.
Hailed as a hero by fellow
surrendered cadres, Korram
proudly shows a worn printo-
ut of his marks. “I was taught
to fire AK-47, SLR, Insas, and
003 rifles. I'd much rather wi-
eld a pen,” Korram, who car-
ried a bounty of Rs 1.4 lakh,
told TOL. His journey is inspi-
ring school dropouts in Mao-

him before handing him over ist-affected villages to return
to Barotha police. toeducation.

Korram has now set his
Man assaulted for ‘cattle sightson passing Class12,and
smuggling’ in Jharkhand helping his wife, Lakhsmi, a

One person was arrested on
charge of thrashing a 60-year-
old man on suspicion of cattle
smuggling in Garhwa district
of Jharkhand on Sunday, poli-
ce said. It is alleged that the el-
derly man, Saraswati Ram,
was also stripped and dragged
from a motorcyele. T

Akola cop booked
for bid to sexually
assault woman

Nagpur: The SHO of Khadan
police station in Akola was on
Saturday booked for allegedly
trving tosexually assaultanac-
quaintance.

Alkola 8P Bachchan Singh
sald senlor inspector Dhanan-
jayv Sayre would often visit the
woman's (23) residence in Nag-
pur, where he allegedly made
sexually explicit remarks and
touched her inappropriately. A
week ago, a head constable was
booked for molesting her, re
ports Soumitra Bose.

Inspector Sayre was acqua-
inted with her family. The wo-
man said Sayre stalked herand
abused her over the phone, lea-
dinghertoavoid him. On Satur-
day he tracked her location and
tried toassault her again.

former Maoist who carried a

Libaru Korram, 34, was plucked by
Maoists when he was 16 years old

bounty of Rs 8 lakh, clear her
Class10exam.

“Diwakar; now 34, was ta-
ken by Maoists when he was
in Class 5 at an Abujmarh
school. He was 16 years old
then. Maoists forced him into
avasectomy, which wasrever-
sed after he surrendered to
police in Kawardha in 2021,
He has since married a wo-
man from Sukma,” Kaward-
ha SP Abhishek Pallava said,
adding, “Diwakar’s 3o% is
equivalent to90% marks achi-
eved by students who have ac-

cesstoall resources.”

“1 cannot forget the day
Maoists took me away from
school,” said Korram. Life in
the jungles was very hard, he
recalls. “We never had eno-
ugh food or water and always
on the move, looking behind
vourshoulder.” said Korram.

“After surrendering, he-
Lwanted to continue his edu-
cation, and we supported
him," said the SP. He tried twi-
ce but failed both times. Not
one to give up, he tried again,
and passed this time.

“WearetakingDiwakarto
Maoist-hit bordering villages
of Kawardha and projecting
him as a role model. This has
yvielded positive results, with
school dropouts getting moti-
vated to resume their educa-
tion,” the SP told TOL

Deputy CM and home mi-
nister Vijay Sharma congra-
tulated Korram on video call.

3 passengers, including
child, hurt as poll falls on :
train & smashes window

Times News NETWORK

Raipur: Three passengers,
including a child, were inju-
red when a trackside pole
collapsed and struck 18030
Shalimar-Lokmanya Tilak
Express near Raipur on
Sunday morning.

The accident was caused
by “unauthorised” drilling
by Chhattisgarh State Elec-
tricity Board (CSEB) near
the railway line, said offici-
als. CSEB denied that the
work was unauthorised.

The train was passing
through Urkura station,
around 10km from Raipur,
when the pole fell on the tra-
in,smashinga window of an
AC coach and injuring three
passengers, one of them
identified as Soumyva Mon-
dal. “The passengers were
given first-aid and they were

Jeelu Chandan Sidhwani

(07/09/1944 -

With a heavy heart we bid farewell to Leelu Sidhwani,
dauvghter of Late Shankar B.C & Bhag 5.C
and wife of Chandan Sidhwani,
She was 4 loving soul, passionate about life, cooking, and truveling.
Her loving legacy and cherished memones
across generations will forever inspire us.
Remembered with affection and admiration;

Sidhwani & Choithramani Family

Sundeep, Priti, Nisha, Ritesh, Dolly & Tikaram (children)
Trishant, Prerita. Akansha, Arav & Nirvaan (grand-children)
Aahaan & Yuvan (great grand-children)

17/05/2024)

Prayver meeting on 20th May from
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Grand Ballroom JW Marriott Sahar
Behind International Airport
No condolences thereafter
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Those we love don't
go away, They sit beside
us everyday

LA | S Sy
Shyam Raghunath
Karmarkar
17" May 2024
We love you and
miss you so much,
You left us with
beautiful memories
& warmth. You will
live in our hearts
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| REMEMBRANCES |

The train was passing thmuh
Urkura station, 10km from Raipur,
when the incident happened

taken toa private hospital in
Raipur All of them are out
of danger;” said an official.
Aspersources,a CSEB cont-
ractor had told labourers to
drill underneath the rail-
way line near Urkura sta-
tion. RK Shukla, managing
director, CSEB, said a “colla-
borative survey” was carri-
ed out before starting work.
“We can’t say it was unaut-
horised,” he said.

Raj Bhavan staff
defy summons,
served notice

Kolkata: The three Raj Bha-
van employees summeoned at a
Kolkata police station on Sun-
day did not turn up, prompting
copstoissueanoticeaskingfor
their presence on Tuesday, re
ports Dwaipavan Ghosh.

Police said they didn't get
any communication from
them. Though reports indica-
ted that at least one of them had
left Kolkata, police refused to
confirm ordeny it.

MOLESTATION CASE

On Thursday, Raj Bhavan
special secretary § S Rajput
and contractual employees Ku-
sum Chetri and Sant Lal were
booked for allegedly restrai-
ning a contractual employee
who accused governor C V
Ananda Bose of molesting her
on May 2. A CCTV grab sho-
wing an accused woman carry-
ing a bag belonging to the
complainant has helped firm
up the evidence, said police.

Fire at new Noida hotel
chokes Ist guest to death
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Sector - 14, Nerul,
Navi Mumbai
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You were the shining
force that motivated
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DINESH SHAH

Birth : 18/3/1964
Death : 20/5/1999
B
A thorough
gentleman and
a loving family man
- with a heart of gold
He was and
continues to be
an inspiration

for many
3,5,

Milan Dinesh
'Shah & Family

. M: 9821936787 |

BOOK
AN
ANNOUNCEMENT
IN
THIS
SECTION
CALL:
JAI SARSAR
9867505472

hitps://ads.timesgroup.com

TO BOOK
AN ANNOUNCEMENT

IN THIS SECTION
CALL: JAI SARSAR

s [SENNWALT

Since 64 years...

Pioneers in classification, clarification and separation of solids
and liquids & anticorrosive linings...

IN THIS SECTION CALL:

JAI SARSAR
9867505472

htips./ /ads imesgroup.com

each one of us

Saboo Family

9867505472

hitps://ads.timesgroup.com

Avishek.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Noida: A 27-yvear-old woman suffo-
cated to death while her friend is
battling grievous injuries afterafi-
re broke out in a hotel in Sector 104
on Saturday evening,

A physiotherapist by profes-
sion, Palak, and her engineer fri-
end Tarun Kumar of Delhi’s May-
ur Vihar phase 1 were the first cus-
tomers of Hotel Moon, which ope-
ned on AKkshay Tritiva on May 10.
They had taken a room on the top
floor of the six-storev building.

Chief fire officer Pradeep Pal
said the hotel staff wasted some 30
minutes trying to douse the flames
on their own and called up the fire
department only when the blaze
went out of control,

“Wegotacall at 5.35pm. Ten fire
tenders were sent to the spot from
variousfire stations. The blaze was
brought under control in 25 minu-
tes. The flames would not have
spread to other floors had the hotel
staff informed us in time,” he ad-
ded. The fire, Pal said. broke out on

HC: No bar on 2nd
divorce petition on
grounds of cruelty

Bengaluru: There is no legal bar
on filing a second petition seeking
dissolution of marriage on gro-
unds of cruelty if the earlier peti-
tion has been dismissed, Karnata-
ka high court observed, granting
divorce to a man, reports Vasan-
tha Kumar.

“Even if it is assumed that the
husband has failed to discharge
hisobligation towards the son, the
same cannot be grounds to deny
divorce if he is able to establish
the grounds of cruelty against his
wife,” a division bench compri-
sing Justices Anu Sivaraman and
Anant Ramanath Hegde said, set-
ting aside the judgment of a fami-
ly court in Mysuru.

The couple working in Mysuru
married on Jan 28, 2007, and wel-
comed a son on.Jan 26, 2010.

Later, the woman registered a
police complaint against her hus-
band. accusing him of demanding
Rs 3 lakh from her father. Thereaf-
ter, the wife alleged the husband
had an illicit relationship with a
colleague. The husband, who had
earlier filed a divorce petition and
withdrew it on the advice of fri-
ends and relatives in 2018, filed a
fresh petition in 2019, after the wi-
fe made these serious allegations.

On Jan 22, 2021, the family co-
urt rejected the husband’s peti-
tion, holding he had failed to prove
the allegation of cruelty and ad-
ded he had neglected the bow

fourth floor while the smoke bar-
relled up the AC duct to the sixth-
floor room of Palak and Tarun.

“We formed a team of rescuers
who went to the terrace of the adja-
cent building and brought out the
two persons. Both of them were un-
conscious and sent to a nearby ho-
spital, where the woman was decla-
red dead on arrival,” he added.

The hotel was inangurated on
May 10. “Vimlesh Jha, who owns
the building, had leased it out for
three years to Akash Sharma, a re-
sident of Shamli in UR. We have co-
me to know that the hotel staff did
not even try to call the two custo-
mers and inform them about the fi-
re. There were only two guests at
the hotel then,” Pal said.

Preliminary investigation re-
vealed a short circuit might have
caused the fire when ACs were be-
ing installed on the fourth floor
“No, the hotel did not have any no
objection certificate from the fire
department. We will file a police
complaint against the hotel ow-
ner,” Pal said.

K'taka notification
on wildlife articles
‘bad in law”: Centre

Bengaluru: The Centre has pulled
up Karnataka govt for issuing a no-
tification that seeks the return or
surrender of wildlife articles by pe-
ople under the amended Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. Calling the
decision “bad in law”, Centre direc-
ted state to roll it back immediately;
reports Sandeep Moudgal.
Karnataka had issued a notifi-
cation on Jan 10 after passing an
amendment to the Wildlife (Protec-

ROLL IT BACK, STATE TOLD

tion) Act, 1972, which said “illegal™
wildlife artefacts must be surrende-
red within 30 days of the notifica
tion. The law took shape after a par-
ticipant in a Kannada TV reality
show was arrested for sporting ti-
ger claws in 2023,

Within days, the Centre wrote a
note to the state asking for immedi-
ate withdrawal of the notification.
The letter issued by Rakesh Kumar
Jagenia, deputy inspector general
of forests (wildlife) on Jan 24, sta-
ted: “Thenotification is bad in law™

Karnataka govt can chalk out
its stand after the model code of
conduct ends and Lok Sabha poll re-
sults are announced inJune.

A large number of wildlife arti-
cles, without ownership certifica-
tes, have been seized from Bengalu-
ru. Now, the state govt has to decide
what to do with the ones that have
been surrendered.
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CONTRAPUNTO

We have to free half of the human race, the women,
so that they can help to free the other half

-EMMELINE PANKHURST

Don’t Play This Game

Poll rhetoric that weaponsises
women victims is a new low

omen voters outnumbered men in the May 13 phase of

g ;g ,J elections in Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and Bengal. In Lok

Sabha election 2019 the gap between male and female turn-

out ended - women voted at higher rates than men for the first time.

Of course, far fewer women are registered as electors, but fact is for

political parties, women are in focus - in election campaigns and in

policy initiatives. These have included BJP and Modi's extensively

ramped up outreach to women voters, JDU's prohibition policy,

Odisha’s umbrella policy that included ‘changing attitudes’, and
Bengal’s enhanced compensation for grassroots women govt workers.

But such focus has a dark underbelly. No Lok Sabha election has
seen the weaponsing of violence-against-women to this extent. The
Swati Maliwal case isonly the latest in a string of high-profile cases
where political brass, even a constitutional authority, and/or their
associates, have been accused of physical violence and sexual
assault. Such allegations should mean swift
investigation and closure, whether Sandesh-
khali or Hassan Lok Sabha candidate Prajwal
Revanna's videos, or allegations against
Bengal governor Ananda Bose,

On Swati Maliwal’s FIR, her alleged abuser
hasbeenarrested. Yet, politicians will notallow
the Rajya Sabha MP the space she requires to
de-traumatise but have embarked on making
the case a trial by election. Maliwal's status
and position helped her seek police help and
demand justice. What victims in other cases
have faced is an invisibilisation of their trauma,
yet at the same time, a greater fear of their
identities made public. Several victims in Prajwal Revanna’s case
have had toflee their villages and hamlets, their privacy destroved with-
out a stab at justice. A special court has finally issued an arrest
warrant against Prajwal, who is still at large outside the country.

The political slugfest started before poll season - to last year’s
video from Manipur that shook the nation into demanding central
action into the months-long violence and killings. At the party-
level, the response was to accuse Rajasthan and Bengal of being
“more unsafe for women”. Cut to election season, and allegations
that erupted of sexual abuse by politicians in Bengal's Sandeshkhali
drove campaign speeches.

The political tit-for-tat rhetoric, plaving ‘protector’, on survivors
1s reprehensible. It is a new dehumanising of victims, and highlights
mostly the decay in investigative institutions and alignment of police
with political powers-victims be damned.

UNCUET

NTA's exam prep still leaves much to be desired.
Too many students are paying the price
In its inaugural vear the CUET-UG exam stretched up to Aug 30,

one painful glitch after another: In 2023, it wrapped up by July 5,
snags remained but were dramatically reduced. So when NTA
released the May 15-24 schedule for this year, its brevity representeda
larger promise of a much pleasanter exam experience, But halfway
through, this promise hasalready proved false for too many students.
Delhi doldrums | All the candidates appearing at test centres
across Delhi got a rude jolt on the eve of the very first exam day, with
the scheduled tests postponed to May 29 “due to unavoidable reasons”.
Subsequent exam days have also seen complaints galore, These range
from malfunctioning biometric systems to unsanitary washrooms,
broken fans, and over-casual invigilation.
Kanpur woes | Also sitting for exams on
May 29 will be the unfortunate students froma
Kanpur exam centre, who were handed the
wrong question papers. Students from an
. Indore centre have similarly complained that
| | they were given the Chemistry paper in English,
gﬁ; despite having selected the Hindioption. Poor
I | -oparations for the hot weather have also
been reported from places other than Delhi, such as Lucknow.
Meghalayva murmurs | From Meghalaya there are reports of a
stampede-like situation because of poor coordination between NTA
and a Shillong test centre. While this listing can go on, the point issurely
already clear. The quality control of test centresthat was the biggest
challenge in 2022, still leaves much to be desired. Note that only the
pen-and-paper exams have taken place so far When the computer-
based tests commence tomorrow, the tech challenge will come into play.
And NTA must rise to it. The agency must deliver fairplay for all the
13 lakh students who have registered for CUET-UG across 380 cities.

Ebony in India

On foreign spouses,

desi parents and rough relations
Bikram Vohra

They just celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary Was it just
the other day in1979 my friend *trunk called’ from Houston (only
three minutes) and said, hey I'm getting hitched tomorrow, no
one knows, coming home next week, be at the airport, this might
be rough. 1 said, why rough, good on you. He said remember

- Ebony, Imarried her. I said, oh, okay, oops, whatever, she is lovely:
The night before the flight he called home and told them he had got married
and was arriving Monday with her Shocked parents reeled for a while, mummy
went into woe is me, dad was stoic and grandma said at least the children would be
fair, chalo that was a plus point.

Except, Ebony (Ebs to her friends and admirers) is an Afro-American, like
burnished coal, stunningly beautiful, a nuclear physicist to boot, even more
breathtaking than current supermodel Nyakim Gatwech.

With me being the only one privy to this bridal information, we all trooped
up to Palam airport just afier midnight. His family was there en masse,

nervously excited about meeting their American bahu. Garlands
m ; were held in hands trembling with anticipation and a few relatives

and neighbours had also fetched up, buoyed by a mix of curiosity,
envy and conjecture, what would this phoren bride be like...blonde
and blue eves...hmmmm.

The flight landed and weary passengers staggered out in post Immigration &
Customsclumps. ThenIsaw himand her. Somewhere Eb had been tutored that the
Indian way of greeting was to prostate yourself in front of yvour in-laws. Which
she now proceeded to do on the cold airport floor under the Arrivals sign.

Not that it mattered. The fam went into fibrillation, the neighbours grinned
with glee, no blue eyes here and relatives pretended all was well as they
exchanged triumphant glances, this was a winner in the social stakes, how the
mighty had fallen, send children abroad, vahi hotha hai.

The entourage reached home, mummy leapt into bed with palpitations,
daddy, always so liberal, froze into a ‘how could you do this to us’ posture and
sundry rishtedars commiserated about today’s voungsters and their values as
tension zinged through the house. Nofair babies here.

The couple moved to a hotel the next morning. He called me and said bring
the car, wemust get out of here. Wedroveaway with Ebwondering what she had
done to invite such wrath. They never came back. But they have three adult
kids and a great marriage. You think Sam Pitroda was racist. Look within and
ask what are we if not...then what.
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VOCAL DALITS, SILENT MUSLIMS

Notes and whispers from travels in UP in poll season @ Yogi’s made UP better
e Strong opposition is necessary @ MPs don't inspire @ Who'll lead Dalits?

Anand.Soondas @timesgroup.com

Life confuses Amit Sharma. Elections
too. Not very long ago he had three
taxis in Ghaziabad, with all-India
permits. Then, during Covid, he lost
two of his cars. Back at square one, he
said, “I'll need to work my heart out to
retrieve the vehicles T had to let go.”
Ferrving passengers in the middle of the
poll season in UP, where voting in its
80 constituencies is spread over seven
phases, he was amused elections could
throw up such tough choices,

400 one too many? | Articulating a senti-
ment often heard while travelling across
UE Sharma said he agonised over weeks
whether he should vote for the dispensa-
tion in office or look for a formidable

POLLITICS

Special Series on Elections

rival, “just tostrengthen the opposition”.
Administrations, he said, should be on
their toes todo their best work for citizens.

“And that can happen when numbers
in Parliament aren’t so utterly skewed.
Too much concentration of power
leads to misuse. Badhiva virodhi dal
toh bilkul chahive (A robust opposition is
absolutely necessary).” In Shahjahan-
pur, trader Pulkit Garg said he'd feel
“uncomfortable” if BJP did go on to win
“400 seats as promised”. His vote for the saffron
party, he is quick to clarify: “Just that it's not good
for democracy.”

Missing Behenji | Mavawati's ‘absence’ from the
political arena suddenly seems to have hit home among
large sections of Dalits in the state. In these elections
more than any other, SC voters are feeling the vacuum.
Whether Nagina with a sizeable Dalit presence or
Hathras, where the killing of a yvoung woman and the
quick disposal of her remains in 2020 had shaken the
country, members across its various sub-groups spoke
of astrong BSP with longing.

Vociferous in their calls for ‘leaders’ and organisa-
tions who would clearly prioritise the cause of the
downtrodden, they hoped for Behenji's resurgence and
Chandrasekhar Azad's rise. They often mentioned
words like ‘identity’ and ‘existence’. “It'd have been an

easler decision for many among us to take,” said Sanoj
Nigam, a teacher, in Muzaffarnagar. Asked if he, too,
was afraid the Constitution could be tweaked by aparty
that manages to get an overwhelming majority post
these elections, he answered, “I personally don’t think
so, but in debates with my friends and relatives, it does
come up quite a bit. There is some apprehension, for
sure. INDIA played this well.”

Agniveer has been a sore point.

Young people also spoke about paper
leaks and joblessness...It's premature to
say Congress is on comeback trail, given
how it frittered away opportunities the
last decade, but it found frequent
mention as an alternative, especially

by Dalits and Muslims

Silence speaks | At a bustling workshop in Meerut's
Ghantaghar, a group of young Muslim men asked to
see my ‘press card’ before replyving to a few questions.

“Sorry,” one of them apologised. “We need to know
who we're talking to.”

They then went on to say how they follow political
news and developments on social media but restrain
themselves as much as possible from speaking out. “It
takes nothing for things to flare up. We've never profited
from a polarised election. We'resilent, we're afraid and
we're careful. But I feel there will be greater voting by
us this time. We've chosen candidates and parties with
some care. Votes won't be split unnecessarily. Not just
in UP I think that's the guiding thought
elsewhere too. Let'ssee...”

India shining | The new Ram Mandir in
Avodhya has filled many Hindu hearts
with pride and joy As have reports of
the “disappearance of stone-pelters” in
Kashmir. UCC and CAA were hardly
mentioned at chaupals and street corner
addas during exchanges and altercations,
but India’s “growing stature” in the globe
was in discussion.

However, even the staunchest of some
BJP supporters complained that a bunch
of the party’s MPs had become lazy and
stopped nursing their constituencies.
“All they keep doing is Modi-Modi,”
hotelier Samrat Gupta =aid in Bareilly
“And thev now talk about UP’'s improving
law and order situation. Shouldn't that be
left to Yogi Adityanath as the CM to brag
about? MPs hardly broach local issues. A
lot of people are extremely upset with
them for ignoring their seats, Elections
can't beabout the Centrealone.”

Building roads | In catchment areas for
army jobs-large swathes in UP - Agniveer
has been a sore point. Young people also
spoke about paper leaks and joblessness. And ves,
roads. Evervone wanted shinv thoroughfares. In fact,
in Farrukhabad one of the biggest grouses against the
sitting MP was that he'd done little on that front. A
persistent remenstrance was:; “Look at districts like
Mainpuri. We demand an expressway to take us where
the prosperousregions have gone.”

It may be premature to say Congress 1s on a certain
comeback trail in UR, having frittered away opportunities,
lost comrades — or sat in sullen silence as they jumped
ship — in the past decade and more, but the frequency
with which it was mentioned as an alternative, especially
by Dalits and Muslims, was somewhat striking. Thereis,
of course, vast ground to cover. But it's something the
Gandhi siblings would perhaps do well to build on,

Chad Crowe

UP votes today (14 seats) in the fifth of its 7-phase polls

Flying For Democracy: IAF & Voting

Air force works closely with EC to transport election manpower and equipment for every polling
booth. There are challenges aplenty. These are also overcome away from public limelight

Manmohan Bahadur

Indian armed forces have a halo of
being protectors of the nation - which
they surely are. However, there is also
anot too publicised side of their work,
as nation-builders. The foundation of
our Republicisour seculardemocratic
base, and holding of free and fair elections is the
cornerstone of nation-building. With the ongoing
general elections to the 18th Lok Sabha too, as in the
past, vital aid is being provided by the Indian air force,

Foundational airlifts | LAF started its life in free India
through its emergency airlift of army troops to
Srinagar valley on October 27,1947, to save Kashmir
from Pakistaniraiders. This is how the map of India
was stabilised into the form we see to date,

There was also the year-long airlift to the besieged
Poonch garrison, with [AF Dakotas landing (inclu-
ding at night)on amakeshift kutcha runway to supply
food and armament to the civilians and army troops.
[AF's decades-long air dropping supply missions in
the outlying border areas of Northeast (where
road connectivity was non-existent) fulfilled one
additional vital need of the populace - that of an
emotional connect with the ‘mainland’.

Of course, in the four wars thrust on us, the offen-
sive element of IAF came to the fore.

The work relationship with EC | What the man on the
street is not conversant with is the fact that nonational
poll can be completed without the involvement of IAFE
As the 2024 elections move toward the concluding
phases, the role of 1AF continues to be discussed only
in driblets in media. But it is crucial and here is how
it happens.

@® Election Commission of India holds meetings
with air headguarters, represented by Assistant Chief
of Air Staff looking after operations of transport
aircraft and helicopters -ACAS (T&H), many months
before elections start.

@ Initially it’s just an outline of ECI requirements
that are spelt out, region-wise and state-wise. As time
progresses, these meetings increase in frequency, with
details of election manpower and equipment that have
to be transported for every district and polling booth.
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order situation deteriorates or someone in a polling
party falls sick and requires replacement.

The massive 2024 exercise | While the air warriors on
the flightline ensure timely task completion through
their flving, in the Directorate of ACAS(T&H) there is
never a dull moment and the ACAS’s cell phone never
stops ringing. I write this from the experience of holding
the ACAS position in 2009 when elections were held in
five phases—this year there are seven!!

In just the first phase this vear, according to EC,
TAF flew 439 sorties, the highest being in Maharashtra
where 850 officials for 206 polling booths in the Naxal-
affected areas were deploved (and brought back).
Similarly, 1,000 personnel were positioned in 156
polling stations in the violence-affected Bastar area.

The flying effort required to transport troops by
transport airceraft would be huge too. Going by past
dataavailable in mediaonecan easily expect around
1,000 hours of helicopter flyving - and transport
aircraft flying hours in hundreds by the time the
elections get over onJune 1.

Thereafter, the task of de-induction of police
forces back to their bases by heavy lift transport

S aircraft would start.

R : Your duty, their duty | Are there hiccups in the three-

@ Alsoadded on is the humongous requirement of
movement of police and central para-military personnel,
which could be from one end of the countryv toanother -
literally anywhere to anywhere.

@ So, one is talking of heavy lift aircraft like C-17
and 11-76 for troop transportation down to the complete
helicopter inventory of Mil7, ALH Dhruv and the
Chetak/Cheetah fleet for the last-mile carriage of EC
poll parties to inaccessible and insurgent-prone areas.

@® And these requirements change if the law and

month period of electioneering? Of course there are,
but have vou ever heard of polling not taking place ata
remote polling booth at 14,000ft in the Ladakh hills due
to non-deployment of a polling party?

So, as vou look at your inked finger signifying
completion of your duty of electing yvour govt, spare a
thought for the men and women in blue who have done
their part in this endeavour of nation-building.

Alr Vice Marshal Bahadur (refd) served as Assistant Chief
af Air Staff

Calvin & Hobbes
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We need

the tonic of
wildness...Al
the same time
thirt we are
garnest to
explore and
learn all things, we require that all
things be mysterious and unexplorable,
that land and sea be indefinitely wild,
unsurveved and unfathomed by us...

Henry D Thoreau

Romancing Honeybees That Give Us Life

Narayani Ganesh

T hen the bee population dies
g ;F\ ,." out, it will spell the end of life
on earth, conclude scientific

researchers who areringing alarm bells
to conserve and respect bees. Hence, we
have a special World Bee Day, and this
yvear's theme is ‘Bee Engaged with
Youth'. The idea is to get voung people
involved in creating awareness of the
importance of beesasaspeciesthatis
integral to the continuation of our
ecosystem, and for our very survival.
What comes to mind is the charming
depiction of Kamadev's bow and arrows
Madhuvasti Dhanush, the bow;, is
made of sugarcane; the arrows are
fragrant flowers, and the bowstring is
composed of bees. His vehicle isthe
parrot. Asthe counterpart of Cupidin
Hindumythology, Kamadev-known as
Manmada, one whoagitates the mind
and as Madana, one who intoxicates -

symbolises love and romance, Perhaps
bees in this case indicate fertility, vital
for propagation of life and desire, the
seed of creation. Kama isthesonof
Vishnuand Lakshmi, and hisconsort is
Rati. In other puranic references, he is
the manasaputra-mind-born son - of
the god of creation, Brahma,

When Shiva was in deep
meditation, the voung,
handsome Kama was sent
todistract him. When he
shothis love arrow, a
disturbed Shiva opened his
third eve, reducing Kamato
ashes. The story goesthat
Kama was reborn on earth
as the eldest son of Krishnaand
Rukmini, as Pradyumna.

Kama, which means eroticdesire in
Sanskrit, is the reason why life comes
into being. The Rig Veda describes
creation of the universe asarising out
of divine desire, intense heat, resulting

the underworld.

inasituation similar tothe scientific
theory of the big bang and this was
followed by formation of celestial
bodies and germination of life. In
mythology, the bee isseen as the sacred
bridge between the natural world and

Bees are pollinators; they feed on
honey inflowers, and when they
rub theirlegs together, the
£ 20 pollen sticks tothem and is
dsaz carriedforthtoother places,
v enabling propagation of
species. The Smithsonian
describes the process thus:
THE SPEAKING TREE ‘Pollination is anessential
part of plant reproduction.
Pollen from a flower’s anthers, that is,
the male part of the plant, rubs or drops
onto a pollinator who carries this to
another flower, where the pollen sticks to
the stigma, the female part. The fertili-
sed flower later vields fruits and seeds.”
Notonly do bees act as pollinators,

propagating life, they store the collected
honey in their hives which beekeepers
harvest for human consumption. The
virtues of honey as healing agent have
been well-known since ancient times.
The shelf life of pure honey is almost
infinite. Tombs of pharaohs have been
discovered to contain pure honey in
sealed jars that are unspoiled and edible
even after centuries.

It is no surprise, therefore, that bees
have been venerated as life-givers in
mythologies across cultures. In some
stories they are seen as creators, in
others, as sustainers. Other pollinators
like buttertflies, beetles, moths and
hummingbirds have not gained the
primacy given to bees as ace pollinators,
as their reach and extent of work far
exceeds those of others. Hence the
oft-heard saying, ‘Busyasabee’-the
hardworking species that ensures life
goes on.

ganeshnarayaniwyahoo.com




US Inflation Momentum Slows
But Housing, Services Stay Hot

» Inflation in US urban areas, indicated by
Consumer Price Index-U, rose at 0.3% in April,

» Other goods and services,
excluding food and energy, saw
a 0.3% increase in prices, mostly

S BUSINESS
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Banking sector net crosses
Z3L crfor first time in FY24

Private Lenders’ Net Jumps 42% Over Public Sector Banks’ 34%

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Former SBI chair-

Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com

Mumbai; For thefirsttime,
the banking sector’s net
profit crossed Rs 3 lakh cro-
re in FY24. The net profit of
listed public and private
sector banks rose 39% to Rs
3.1 lakh crore from Rs 2.2
lakhecrorein FY23,

While public sector
banks generated a record Rs
1.4 lakh crore in net profit
during the yvear —an increa-
se of 34% over the year-ago
period — private sector
banks increased their net by
42% tonearly Rs1.7lakh cro-
re compared to Rs 1.2 lakh
crore a year ago. Asaresult,
the earnings gap between
the twosectors has widened.

To put things in perspec-
tive, Rs 3 lakh crore is app-
roximately the total quar-
terly profits of all listed

companies in the first three

‘some cos did

Why alarm bells over F&O

not comply
with FAMEIl
norms: Report

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A commitiee ap-
pointed by the ministry of hea-
vy industries investigating
violation of localisation
norms under FAME Il sche-
mes for electric two-, three-
and four-wheelers has said
that testing agencies have fol-
lowed uniform and consistent
process, while concluding that
certain companies did not
comply with norms, which we- :
re finalised after consultation
with industry playvers.

Hero Electric Vehicles, Oki-
nawa Autotech, Amo Mobility
Solutions, Greaves Electric
Mobility, Revolt Intellicorp and
Benling India Energyv and
Technology were found to be
wanting in complying with the
prescribed localisation norms.
Govt has recovered incentives
from most companies.

Last vear, a panel had been
set up to look into the role of of-
ficials in the irregularities, but
the report was found to be “va-
oue, incomplete and suffering
from numerous shortcomings
and contradictions”, pro-
mpting the constitution of a se-
cond committee under an addi-
tional secretary-rank officer.

In its first report, the com-
mittee has concluded that the
scheme and the guidelines we-
re clear and well understood
by all stakeholders, including
test agencies, OEMs and the
ministry. The committee had
also pointed to gaps in the ear-
lier report, sources said.

Amt Equals To Net Of All Listed Cos In 3 0f 4 Qtrs

» Public sector banks
generated a record ¥1.4L
cr in net profit in FY24,
but private sector banks
grew even faster. Asa
result, the earnings gap
between the two sectors
has widened

» PSUs would have
had a higher net profit
in FY24 if not for a one-
time provision that sev-
eral banks had to make
towards pensions

Banking sector (profit inzL cr)
B PSUs M Pvt banks

FY24

> To put things in perspective, Rs 3
lakh crore is approximately the total

quarterly profits of all listed companies
in the first three quarters of the fiscal

FY23

quarters of the fiscal. In
fact, banks’ profits are
much higher than those of
IT services, which have be-
en the most profitable gro-
up in recent years — listed
IT services companies re-
ported a net profit of nearly
Rs1.1lakh crore for FY24.

In the preceding vears,

public sector banks had
narrowed their profit gap
with private banks as they
cleaned up their balance
sheets and increased ear-
nings. In fact, the net profit
of public sector banks has
more than guadrupled in
the last three years.

Public sector banks wo-

uld have had a higher net
profit in FY24 if not for a
one-time provision that se-
veral banks had to make to-
wards pensions. However,
because the pension provi-
sions were lower than ex-
pected, it lead to a gain in
their shares. Some public
gsector banks like Bank of
Barodaalsotook ahitdueto
provisions for their exposu-
re to Go Air, although the lo-
aniscollateralised.

On a consolidated basis,
Reliance Industries still
has the highest annual pro-
fit of Rs 79,020 crore. Howe-
ver, on a standalone basis,
itsprofitwasflatat Rs 42,042
crore in FY24. Of the top 10
listed companies, TCS re-
ported a net profit of Rs
43,5089 crorefor FY24, Indian
0il (Rs 39,618 crore), ONGC
(Rs 38,828 crore)and Infosys
(Rs 27,234 crore).

trading by retail investors?

Times News NETWORK

andCEAV AnanthaNa-

geswaran recently flag-
ged the growingrisk of futu-
res & options (F&QO) trading
for retail traders. Why are
policymakers cautioning re-
tail investors on F&QO, also
called derivatives trading?
Here is an explainer:

FM Nirmala Sitharaman

What's F&0 trading?

Futures and options are two
derivative instruments whe-
reatraderbuysorsellsacont-
ract on an underlying asset at
a pre-determined price. As
the name suggests, derivati-
ves are financial products
that derive their value from
other underlyings like stocks,
bonds, commodities ete.

What are futures and
options?

Futures are derivative cont-
racts that give the buyer the
right to buy a specific asset
on a specific date at a speci-
fie price from aseller, unless
that contract is sold off to
someone else or closed. On
the other hand, an options
contract gives the buver the
right to buy or sell a specific
assetataspecificpriceonor
before the last date of the
coniract (called date of ex-
piry). In options contracts,
the buyer has the right but
not an obligation to buy or
sell the specificasset. Anop-
tions seller has the obliga-
tion to deliver the assets to

the buyer but no right to
deny selling that.

When you buy an airline
ticket...

A train or a flight ticket gi-
ves the passenger (the buy-
er) the right to travel on a
specific date but no obliga-
tion to do the same. At the
last moment, the passenger
could cancel the ticket or
abandon the travel plan. On
the other hand, the railways
ortheairline(thesellerj)has
an obligation to provide the
passengertheserviceonthe
specific day and the time for
which the ticket was bo-
ught. The seller has an obli-
gation to provide the servi-

Explains

ce but has no right to cancel
the ticket unless under ex-
treme circumstances. Sowe
nse options in our lives, but
some options are not traded
onan exchange.

Why is govt concerned
about F&O trading by
retail investors?

F&O trading is being used
primarily asaspeculative to-
ol tomakeaquick buck inthe
stock market. But the reality
is that most retail investors
are losing money. In Jan 2023,
Sebi came out with a study
that showed 89% of the peo-
ple in the F&O space were lo-
sing money. That meansonly
one in 10 people made money.
But F&O trading volumes

are rising at a pace that sur-
prises market veterans.

How has F&O trading
turnover grown in recent
years?

According to NSE, between
March 2020 (i.e. just before
the pandemic started) and
March 2024, its monthly de-
rivatives turnover has
orown 30 times: From Rs
247.5 lakh crore to Rs 7.218
lakh crore, Onthe BSE, from
aturnover of about Rs1lakh
crore in March 2020, the total
turnover in the segment rea-
ched a high of Rs 1,519 lakh
crore — a jump of over 1,500
times. Compared to turno-
ver in the cash segment of
the market, F&O turnover is
hundreds of times more.

Isincrease in turnover the
only concern?

No. The huge spurt in volu-
mes has also brought in a lar-
ge number of fake and fraud
operators in the market.
Using various social media
platforms, they induce peo-
ple into F&O trading by sho-
wing and promising very
high and unreasonable pro-
fits. They often use pictures
and videos of celebrities and
top business leaders to indu-
ce investors to fall into their
net. At times, they also use
screenshots of huge profits
(called fake profit & loss or
P&L screenshots) to prove
their expertise to attract reta-
ilinvestorstotradeaccording
to their recommendations.

man Rajnish Kumar and for-
mer CFO of Infosys Mohan-
das Pai are stepping down
from Byju's advisory council.

In a statement on Sunday,
the troubled edtech firm said
that company and advisory
board members Kumar and
Pai have mutually decided
not to renew the contractual
agreement scheduled to end
onJune 30, 2024,

Rajnish Kumar (L) and Mohandas
Pai (R)

Byju's had constituted
thecouncillast yvear to assua-
ge investor concerns follo-
wingaseriesof financial and
corporate governance lapses
at the firm. The council was
tasked with advising and
mentoring Byju's board and
CEO Byju Raveendran.

“Our engagement with
the company as advisors was
always on a fixed term basis
for a vear. Based on our dis-
cussions with the founders,
it was mutually decided that
the tenure of theadvisory co-
uncil should not beextended,
Though the formal engage-
ment concludes, the foun-

ders and the company can al-

ways approach us for any ad-
vice,” Kumar and Pai said in
ajoint statement.

FPis offload
28,200cr in
equities in May

New Delhi; Foreign investors
have pulled out a massive Rs
28,200 crore from Indian equi-
tiessofarthismonth, owingto
uncertaintiesabout the outco-
me of the general elections
and attractive valuations of
Chinese markets.

The withdrawal was higher
than a net pullout of over Rs
8,700 crore in Aprilonconcerns
over a tweak in India’s tax trea-
ty with Mauritius and a sustai-
ned rise in US bond vields.

Before that, FPIs made a
net investment of Rs 35,098
crore in March and Rs 1,539
crore in Feb. Going forward,
there is likely to be a dramatic

change in foreign portfolio in-

vestors’' equity flows in re-
sponse to election results.

Political stability will at-
tract huge inflows in the In-
dian market, VK Vijayvaku-
mar, chief investment strate-
gist, Geojit Financial Servi-
ces, said, acencies

Veeggies, pulses face heatwave price pressures

Surojit.Gupta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The heatwave
sweeping some partsof the co-
untry is expected to add to the
price pressures for vegetables
and pulses, which have been
on the boil for some time now.
Rising demand and tight
supplies have seen prices of
vegetables soar in recent
months, with potato, tomato,
onions, ginger and garlic ri-
sing sharply and making food
costlier for households. Seve-
ral states in the east, north
and southern parts of the co-
untry have witnessed heatwa-
ve conditions, with tempera-
tures in some places hovering
above 45degrees centigrade,
Vegetable inflation has

SUPPLY-SIDE WOES

Ginger [ 4.4
Potato [ 2.83
Jeera (gm) [ 2.81
Arhar, tur [ 2.47
Onion [ 2.46
Mango [ 2.14
Tomato [ 2.1
Cabbage [ 1.9
Chicken [l 1.2

Product Contribution to CPI (%)

Garlic (gm) IR 7.3

CPI Apr infaltion (%)

I 110.1

emerged as the most volatile
component, thanks to erratic
weather conditions such as

heatwaves, patchy and une-
ven rains, and pest attacks
which have hurt supplies and

pushed up prices.

While overall retail infla-
tion slowed to an 11-month
low of 4.8% in April, prices
of vegetables and pulses re-
mained stubborn. For ex-
ample, garlic and ginger pri-
ces inflation have ruled in
triple digits in March and in
April, garlic inflation was at
an annual 110.1% , while ging-
er was at 54.6%. Potato infla-
tion was at 53.6%, onion at
a6.6% and tomatoat41.8%.

Turning to pulses, inflation
for arhar and tur was at 31.4%,
urad at 14.3%, gram split at
13.6% and gram whole at14.6%,
data for April showed. Even
chicken inflation in April was
indouble digits at nearly 14%.

“The demand for dal and

vegetables is continuously, ri-
sing while supplies are slug-
gish. Prices of veggies are
particularly impacted due to
adverse weather that shrinks
supplies. The heatwave will
hititfurther,” said Ashok Gu-
lati, Infosy chair professor at
economic think tank lerier.

“The solution for days 1s
to invest in R&D to augment
their productivity and re-
ward them for being more
nutritious and benign to the
environment (soil, water, gre-
enhouse gas emissions). Li-
beralise their imports in the
short run,” said Gulati.

RBI has said a record rabi
wheat production would help
temper price pressure and re-
plenish the buffer stocks.

Ensure Lower Call Drops, Better Net Speed

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: 5G may be tou-
ted as one of the fastest-gro-
wing mobile offerings in In-
dia, but poorguality of servi-
ces has raised concerns wit-
hin govt, which has now
decided to tighten the quali-
ty norms fo ensure reduc-
tion in call drops and better
internet speed.

“We are concerned on the
issue of gquality of services
and are now looking at ways
to strengthen the parame-
ters that go into assessing
mobile services quality,” a
top official with the telecom
ministry told TOL.

Govtwantsto “revisit pa-
rameters” that are assigned
towards service qguality
amid complains that consu-
mers are not getting the pro-
mised services, despite In-
dia leapfrogging into 5G,
supposedly one of the
world’s most advanced mo-
bile technology.

Astelecomecosystem ma-
tures with abundant supply
of spectrum and data adop-
tion shooting up, quality of
services continues to remain
a nagging issue, often vitia-
ting customer experience.

There have been compla-
ints by customers and consu-
mer groups about deteriora-
ting services, even as telcos
such as Reliance Jio, Airtel
and Vodafone [dea argue that
current quality parameters

are sufficient and should not
be “burdened” by new norms.

Trai has the mandate on
quality of services and its
new chairman Anil Kumar
Lahotihaslisted itamonghis
priority areas. Expressing
concerns over frequency of
call drops and slow internet
speeds, Lahoti has said that

networks, the stringent per-
formance benchmarks sho-
uld be earmarked for them.
Telecom companies, ho-
wever, argue that excessive
regulations might not work.
Jio said that introducing
“overregulation and unne-
cessarily stringent bench-
marks and financial disin-

TRAI WANTS BETTER QUALITY

» Govt wants to revisit

services, despite 5G

» New Trai chairman Anil K'I :

Kumar Lahoti wants stringent | telecom companies

regulation and better

parameters amid complains implementation of standards
that consumers are (ﬁ' i'l to ensure better
not getting promised customer quality

» Excessive regulations
may not work, say

he wants “stringent regula-
tion" and better implementa-
tion of standards to ensure
better customer quality.

Trai had last year issued a
consultation paper for review
of quality of services stan-
dards where it acknowledged
serious issues on network qu-
ality Currently Trai measu-
resquality of servicesonaqu-
arterly basis, giving average
reports spread over large 1i-
censed service areas (LSAs).
This, officers feel, fails to fac-
tor in dark spots with poor
network coverage as overall
results are an average of net-
work throughout LSA.

sourcessaidas4Gand 56
networks provide much wi-
der coverage across the co-
untry compared to2G and 3G

centives” will impact the ea-
se of doing business princi-
ple. "Furthermore, fromour
experience, we understand
thatthemostcomplaintsare
about when the customer
will get 5G and nearly none
about the quality of experi-
ence on 5G. Evidently, there
is no valid ground for ma-
king such massive changes
inaregulation,” Jiosaidina
representation to Trai.
Airtel said there are suffi-
cient number of drive tests to
measure network performan-
ce, and more stringent norms
may not be needed. It blamed
“other external factors” be-
hind poor network quality, Al-
s0, it blamed growing usage
of OTTs for some consumer
experience disturbances,

Borrow Against MF
Units For Short-Term
Fund Requirements

oney is sometimes needed for short tenures

like 2-3 months or up to a year. One option is to
redeem your mutual funds to the extent of money
required; financial planners suggest borrowing
against your funds for such short-term needs.

How Can One Get A Loan Against MF Units?

A loan against your equity or hybrid mutual fund units can be
taken from a bank or a non-banking finance company. The interest
rate could be in the range of 9-11% based on the loan amount and
tenure. Once you pledge your MF units, they are marked as under
lien, which means you cannot sell or switch the units. Financial
planners recommend borrowing against equity-oriented mutual
funds and not against liquid or debt-oriented funds.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc, please wisit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions” on hitps://www.sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance / complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com, Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

What's The Pro Of Borrowing Against MFs?

Loan against MFs gives you the option of receiving immediate
liquidity against the fund units that you own. It is like an overdraft
facility for short-term monetary requirements, with a relatively
shorter tenure compared to other loans. It can be used judiciously
by people looking to leverage their otherwise idle mutual fund
investments, and also raise capital quickly for short-term financing
needs. You need not sell your mutual fund units, hence your
financial plan remains intact and neither is your ownership of fund
units divested after pledging them for a loan. However, do not use
this money to buy stocks or equity mutual funds. This is because in
the near term, volatility can be high and you could end up making a
mark-to-market loss while also paying the interest on the loan.

How Does One Apply For A Loan?

There are many NBFCs that offer loans through their websites in a
paperless format or with small paperwork. Some portals offer loans
quickly if you hold units in demat form and have prior approval.

Even if you hold units in
physical form, you could
apply for a loan online. The
financier will ask the MF
registrar — CAMS or Karvy
— to mark a lien on a certain
number of units that are
being pledged. Financiers
typically lend about 50-60%
of the value of the pledged
units. The registrar in turn
will mark the lien and a
letter is sent to the lender
with a copy to the investor
confirming the marking

of lien on the units. If your
documents are in place,
some websites claim to
have the loan ready in less
than an hour. However, if
something is not in order, it
needs to be addressed and
can take 2-3 business days.

How To Remove
The Lien On MFs?

After the loan is repaid by
the borrower, the financier
can ask for a removal of

the lien and send a request
letter to the fund house. The
lender can also request for
partial removal of the lien, in
which case, the lien on some
of the units will be removed,
making them “free’ units.
This will happen only

when the lender receives
part payments,

What Happens In
Case Of Default?

In case the borrower
defaults in making payment,
the lender can enforce

the lien i.e. send a signed
request for redemption of
the units and claim

the proceeds.

==PRASHANT MAHESH
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Rohit lashes
out at Star
for breaching
players’ privacy

New Delhi: India skipper
Rohit Sharma on Sunday
lashed out at the IPL broad-
casters for “breaching”
cricketers’ privacy by re-
cording their conversations
with friends and colleagues
at training and on match
days and then telecasting the
contents.

Rohit expressed his disap-
pointment after a video in-
volving him and Kolkata
Knight Riders assistant
coach Abhishek Navar, in
which the former is seen con-
templating his future at the
Mumbai Indians, went viral.

“The lives of cricketers
have become so intrusive that
cameras are now recording
every step and conversation
we are having in privacy with
our friends and colleagues, at
training or on match days,”
Rohit posted on X.

He added, “Despite asking
Star Sports to not record my
conversation, it was and was
also then played on air, which
is a breach of privacy.”

“The need to get exclusive
content and focused only on
views and engagement will
one day break the trust be-
tween the fans, cricketers
and cricket. Let better sense
prevail.” sni

Chepauk.

Chennai: It hardly happens that a
110-metre six that goes out of the
ground becomes counterproductive
for the batting side, But that's exactly
what happened for MS Dhoni and
Chennai Super Kings at Bengaluru’s
Chinnaswamy Stadium on Saturday
when the legend hit left-arm pacer
Yash Dayal for a massive six in the
first ball of the last over.

“The ball was lost and had to be
replaced, Dayal got a drier ball and
suddenly hitting became difficult,”
a senior CSK official told TOL What
it meant was that Dhoni couldn’t con-
nect the all-important second six of
the over and fulfil his promise to his
fans of playing his last IPL match at

The 42-vear-old was devastated
after the loss and was one of the first
to leave the city for Ranchi on Sunday
morning. But there lingers a belief
in the CSK camp that Saturday’s loss
against Roval Challengers Bengaluru
might not have been Dhoni's last.
“Dhoni has not told anybody in CSK
that he is quitting. He has told the
management that he will wait for a

call,
ments said.

auction table.

couple of months before taking a final
" a source close to the develop-

What is giving CSK management
hope is that Dhoni will keep his prom-
ise of playing his last game at Chep-
auk, is his batting and wicketkeeping
form. Even on Saturday, he scored 25
at a strike-rate of close to 200 which
was better than the likes of Ravindra
Jadeja or Shivam Dube --
nated hitters of the team. Dhoni also
batted for four overs and was comfort-
able in his running between the wick-
ets - the torn calf that he was playing
with gradually healing along the
course of the tournament. “He did
not feel any discomfort in his running
between the wickets and that is a
plus,” the source said.

There is a big auction coming up
next year and teams may be allowed
to retain a maximum of five players.
There are four CSK players- Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Jadeja, Dube and Mathee-
sha Pathirana -- who are sure-fire
retentions. In that case, Dhoni may
well opt for the lowest retention slot
without blocking too much money for
new players to be bought from the

the

desig-

‘Impact sub' rule may play a role

In addition, Dhoni may wait to see if
the ‘impact sub’ rule is abolished by the
BCCI for the next IPL. This rule allows
Dhoni the flexibility of playing the ex-
tra batter while keeping himself for the
last two overs, when he doesn't have to
do too much running. If BCCI does

DHONI SWANSONG PUSHED
BACK IN PLAYEIS]F?

Legend Has Told CSK He Will Need
Some Time Before Taking Final Call

Dwaipayan.Datta@timesgroup.com

L

away with the rule, it may not be too
viable for a team to have a batter exclu-
sively for only 12 balls. His franchise
appears to have left the decision to him.
“We will wait for Dhoni’s communica-
tion. He always has the best interests
of the team in mind, let’s see what hap-
pens,” the CSK official said.

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

atwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty got
a much-needed boost
ahead of the Paris
Olvmpics with a triumph in
Bangkok on Sundayv. The top
seeds did not drop a game on
the way to the title and de-
feated Chen Bo Yang and Liu
Y1 of China 21-15, 21-15 in the
final of the Thailand Open
BWF Super-500 tour-nament.
Satwik-Chirag had an-
nounced their arrival on the
world stage with the Thailand
Open victory in 2019 and this
is the second title of the yvear
for the duo after the French
Open Super-750 in March.
“This is a lucky venue for
us. Our journey started here in
2019 and we went on to win
many tournaments. Hopefully,
this victory will help us do well
in big tournaments, and also
the Olympics,” Satwik said.
This is the ninth BWF Tour
title for the duo and their
fourth Super-500 crown. They
have also won two Super-750
and one Super-1000 titles. They
are the only Indians to win
Asian Games gold and were
also the Asian champions.
Despite being 26 rungs be-

BACK FROM THE BRINK

in eight matches at one stage, it seemed pretty

How Bengaluru Turned Their
Sagging Fortunes Around

Manuja.Veerappa@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Years ago, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru fans, ever hopeful of their team
winning the Indian Premier League title despite
seemingly forever being on the brink, came up
with the catchline, ‘Ee sala Cup namde!' (The cup
is ours this time). The wait for the trophy, though,
has stretched 17 seasons and the catchline has
been a subject of much FI"IEIEFIEF!.-' and jeers.

This season, RCB changed Bangalore in their
name to Bengaluru and the catchline changed to
‘Hosa adhyaya' (A new beginning). But with one win

ELECTRIC CITY: LIGHTNING
STRIKES A4S

Pep’s Army Wins Record

Fourth Consecutive Premier League |
Title As Arsenal Dreams Dashe ",p

Manchester: Manchester City created Eng-

lish football history on Sunday, overcoming i X

West Ham 3-1 to win their fourth straight Pre-
mier League title and break Arsenal’s hearts.
Phil Foden scored two early goals at an
expectant Etihad to put his side on the brink
of the title before Mohammed Kudus pulled
one back with a spectacular overhead Kick.
But Rodri struck just before the hour to
restore City’s two-goal cushion and the
home side rarely looked troubled as they
coasted to the win. Arsenal started the day
two points behind their rivals and praying
for a miracle to deny City their coronation,
The Gunners, without a Premier League
title since 2004, came from a goal down to beat
Everton 2-1 but had to content themselves
with second in the table for a second straight
season. City stand alone as the only English
team to have won four straight top-flight titles.
Elsewhere on the final day of the Pre-
mier League season, Luton’s relegation was
confirmed with a 4-2 loss at home to Fulham.
They will join Burnley and Sheffield United
in the Championship next season.

City appeared to have one hand on the
trophy and news then filtered through that
Everton had taken the lead at Arsenal, leav-
ing Mikel Arteta’s men leaving an unlikely
sequence of events to come out on top. But
the title race came alive again. Kai Havertz
sealed a 2-1 win in the 89th minute. Man-
chester United finished outside the Euro-
pean positions in eighth place and with a
negative goal difference despite beating
Brighton 2-( away in their final game in the
Premier League season. arp

much like the RCB of old. Then that famous

turnaround happened with Faf du Plessis and his
men notching up win after win to make the playoffs.
TOI looks at the six factors that worked for RCB...

IRAT KOHLI'S FORM

irat Kohli has struck a purple patch and has

donned the Orange Cap for the better part of
the season. Yet, when the team’s chips were
down, his strike rate and not his performance was
the talking point. Kohli has amassed 708 runs this
season with a century and five half-centuries at a

strike rate of 155.60.
PATIDAR PACKS A PUNCH

anded a clear role and a consistent slot, Rajat

has filled

centuries and a strike rate touching 180, Patidar

the vacuum for an Indian batter other

than Kohli. He has accelerated consistently, and the
standout feature has been his six-hitting abilities.

HE FOREIGN FLAVOUR

Astumbling Faf du Plessis, Glenn Maxwell with
a cold bat, and the indifferent form of Recee

Topley, Will Jacks and Cameron Green were a

major worry for RCB. But in the second half of the
season, Jacks raised the tempo with the bat and

Green filled the role of an all-rounder with

trophy. H

Super Kings. The 38-year-old can hand a lesson or

aEtnmh. .

u Plessis is among a few in the RCB dugout
who knows what it feels like to lift the IPL

e has done that twice with Chennai

two in soaking up the pressure and delivering

when it matters. After Kohli's exit on Saturday

the South African brought all his experience to

the fore and his 54 proved to be a clincher.
BOWLERS COME TO THE PAR

owling has often proved to be RCB's Achilles’

heel. It was the case in the first half of the
season. But in the latter half, discipline and
precision have been the key. The foreign pacers
like Green and Lockie Ferguson have
complemented the efforts of Mohd Siraj and Yash
Dayal, while a returning Maxwell and Swapnil

Sinﬁh have fortified the undercooked spin attack.

ielding at mid-off, Du Plessis plucked a one-

hand stunner to dismiss C5K's Mitchell Santner
off Siraj's bowling on Saturday night. This was one
of the instances of RCB's sharp fielding in a
season where dropped catches have been the
norm. The likes of Du Plessis, Maxwell and Kohli
have made up for the shortcomings of a few

hind the world No. 3 Indians,
at 29, the Chinese fought well
in the first game. The Indians
fell four points behind at one
stage (6-10) before recovering
to secure a 14-12 lead, “"We
know that thev play very fast
and we couldn’t relax. This is
the best match we playved
throughout the tournament.
The good thing is we were calm
and in control,” Satwik added.

The Indians started brightly
in the second game, leading 11-6
at one point. At 15-11 however,
the Chinese fought back and
made it 15-16. Both teams shift-
ed to a faster gear with the Indi-
ans managing to collect the next
five points. The main ad-van-

Patidar has come into his own. With five half-

others.

Olympic boost for
Satwik-Chirag pair
with Thailand title

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty with their medals

All the athletes would
“ want to win an
Olympic medal, We

want it too and hopefully we
will play well there.”
~Chirag Shetty

was their smashing prow-ess.
Satwik won the 20th point with
three straight smashes. Luman-
aged to return two but could not
hold on to the third. Chirag se-
cured the winning point with
another smash winner.

The duo will skip next
week's Malavsia Super-500 but
have a date with the Singapore
Super-750 later this month, as
part of their preparation for
the Olympics in July,

Chirag hopes all the hard
work will come good in Paris.
“All the athletes would want
to win an Olympic medal. We
want it too and hopefully we
will play well there,” he said.

Lee Zii Jia of Malaysia and
Supanida Katethong of Thai-
land won the men’s and wom-
en's singles titles.

OTHER RESULTS (FINALS): Men's
singles: 6-Lee Zii Jia (Mas) bt Ng
Ka Long Angus (Hkg) 21-11, 21-
10. Women's doubles:
1-Jongkolphan Kititharakul/
Rawinda Prajongjai (Tha) bt
3-Febriana Dwipuji Kusuma/
Amallia Cahayu Pratiwi (Ina) 21-
14, 21-14. Women's singles:
6-Supanida Katethong (Tha) bt
Han Yue (Chn) 21-16, 25-23.
Mixed doubles: 5-Guo Xin Wa/
Chen Fang Hui (Chn) bt
1-Dechapol Puavaranukroh/
Sapsiree Taerattanachai (Tha)

i

HERE WE GO AGAIN: Man City players with the trophy

Premier League title in seven

6 Manchester City win sixth English
58as50ns.

A 17th trophy for City manager
1 7 Pep Guardiola in eight years at

the club — and that could rise to
18 if City beats United in the FA Cup final.

Except for Liverpool in
1 2020, there has been
no team in England’s

top flight to touch City since Guardiola
began his remarkable run by winning the
title in 2018.

(% No team has ever done it (won
four in a row). You see what it
means to the fans and to us players

working all year for this moment.”
=—Phil Foden, sman cimy

night, on a wicket made tricky by the dampness,

EPL: TOP EIGHT

1.ManCity |38 |28 |7 |3

2. Arsenal 38 | 28| 5
3. Liverpool | 38 | 24 | 10

& (BB

91
89
82
10| 15 | 68
66
63
60
60

4. Villa 38 |20 | 8

5. Spurs 38 | 20 | 6 | 12| 13
6. Chelsea 3 | 18 | 9 | 11| 14
7.Newcastle | 38 | 18 | 6 | 14| 23
8.*ManUtd | 38 | 18 | 6 | 14| -1

Note: Top four qualify for Champions League;
Nos. 5-6 qualify for Europa League; 7 qualify for
Europa Conference League: *If United win FA
Cup, they will qualify for Europa League along
with No. 5; No. 6 will qualify for Conference

@Iﬂinﬁmﬁaﬂaiﬁeﬁtmm
We've been fighting so long for the big
dream.” — Martin Odegaard, /rsenalL

Anfield

reminds
Klopp he
will never
walk alone

Liverpool: In many ways, it
was business as usual for
Jurgen Klopp. He touched
the “This is Anfield” sign in
the tunnel on the way out to
the pitch.

He patrolled the middle of
the field with his hands behind
his back during the warmups,
watching his own team — and
then, with that trademark
glare, his opponents.

He waved to fans behind the
Liverpool dugout and tapped
his heart just before kickoff,
before soaking in the pre-
match rendition of “You'll
Never Walk Alone.”

“This morning I woke up,”
Klopp said Sunday before the
final match of his transtforma-
tional, nearly nine-year stint in
charge of Liverpool, “and I was
completely in game mode.”

This, of course, was no nor-
mal day for Klopp.

The 2-0 win over Wolver-
hampton on a sunny day at
Anfield doubled as a tribute to
a coach who led Liverpool to
seven major trophies and
forged such a connection with
the city that he has been com-
pared to Bill Shankly — the
club’s legendary manager
from 1959-74. No wonder he

looked emotional throughout
an afternoon that Liverpool
fans never wanted to come.,
They lined the streets out-
side Anfield to welcome Klopp
and his players, and then pro-
duced a paper mosaic of the

word “JURGEN" in the stand
opposite the dugouts.

“People are calling it The
Last Dance. So let’s dance,” he
told Sky Sports just off the field
before the match began - and
Liverpool obliged by strolling
to one final victory for Klopp
thanks to goals by Alexis Mac
Allister and Jarell Quansah.

Fans' appreciation was on
full display over the final few
minutes of Sunday’s game
with supporters on their feet
singing their version of the
Beatles' “I Feel Fine"” over and
over. “I'm so glad that Juergen
is a Red, I'm so glad he deliv-
ered what he said!”

Klopp marked his farewell
by chanting the name of Arne
Slot, his likely successor, during
a goodbye speech. Wearing a red
hoodie with the words “T'll Nev-
er Walk Alone™ on the back,
Klopp regaled the fans with the
song “Arne Slot, lalalalala”
to the tune of “Live is Life"” by
Austrian band Opus. ap

DIGEST

Manu Bhaker
emerges best in
Olympic Trials

Bhopal: Olympian shooter
Manu Bhaker emerged as the
most successful athlete in
the Olympic Selection Trials
(OST) Rifle/Pistol, winning
the women's 10m air pistol
0OST T4 match on the
concluding day of the
exercise here on Sunday.
Manu shot 240.8 in the OST
T4 10m air pistol final at the
MP State Shooting Academy
ranges, leaving Hangzhou
Asian Games champion Palak
a huge 4.4 points behind in
second. Rhythm Sangwan
took the third spot.

Raducanu pulls out of French
Open qualifying: Former US
Open winner Emma
Raducanu is likely to miss
the French Open at Roland
Garros after withdrawing
from this week's qualifying
tournament. AGENCIES

Usyk glory hailed as
‘Ukrainian victory’

Rivadh: Oleksandr Usyk beat
Tvson Fury by split decision to
win the world’s first undisputed
heavyweight championship in 25
yvears on Sunday, an unprecedent-
ed feat in boxing’s four-belt era.

Britain's Fury, who was unde-
cided after the fight about trigger-
ing the rematch clause, was the
early ageressor but Usyvk gradu-
ally took charge and the “Gypsy
King"” was saved by the bell in the
ninth round before slumping to
his first career defeat.

Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelensky led the tributes to Olek-
sandr Usyk whose victory over
British fighter Tvson Fury in Ri-
vadh made him the first undisput-
ed world heavyweight boxing
champion in a quarter of a century.

The 37-yvear-old, who briefly
sprved as a soldier in the Ukrain-
ilan army after the Russian inva-
sion of February 2022, spokeof a
“oreat moment™
family, for my country” after his

“for me, for my
a difficult fight”,

BEATS TYSON FURY TO

BECOME UNDISPUTED

WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT
BOXING CHAMPION

e
=)

points victory over Fury in Ri-
yadh the early hours of Sunday
morning. The mayvor of Kiev, Vi-
tali Klitschko, a former world
heavyweight champion boxer,
stressed that Usyk “showed the
waorld that Ukrainians are capable
of defeating a strong opponent in

L

oy

Oleksandr
Usyk launches
an attack on
Britain's Tyson
Fury in Riyadh
on Sunday

sl

“This vietory is very important
victory for Ukraine today,” said
Klitschko, who held the WBO and
WRBC titles albeit not simultane-
ously. His younger brother
Wladimir Klitschko - another ex-
heavyweight world champion - was
ringside in Saudi Arabia but ech-
oed his sibling’s words, acenciess

Verstappen holds off Norris
challenge to win, extend lead

Imola (Italy): Redhree-time
world champion and series
leader Max Verstappen re-
turned to winning ways on
Sunday when he resisted a late
charge by Lando Norris to
take a dramatic victory for

FORMULA ONE

Red Bull at the Emilia Romag-
na Grand Prix.

After being beaten in Mi-
ami, where friend and rival
Norris claimed his maiden
victory for McLaren, the
Dutchman resisted him to
come home 0.725 seconds
ahead of the Briton who
mounted a rousing final attack
in vain. Charles Leclerc fin-

ished third for Ferrari ahead
of Oscar Piastri in the second
MeLaren, Carlos Sainz in the
second Ferrari and seven-time
champion Lewis Hamilton
and his Mercedes team-mate
George Russell.

Sergio Perez was eighth in
the second Red Bull ahead of
Aston Martin’'s Lance Stroll
and RB’'s Yuki Tsunoda, in his
Faenza-based team’s home
event. Verstappen's hard-
earned win, after a difficult
two days of practice, was his
third at Imola, his fifth of the
season and the 59th of his ca-
reer; lifting him 48 points clear
of Leclerc in the drivers’ title
race. AGENCIES

Zverev beats Jarry to claim second Rome Open title: Alexander
Zverev won his second Rome Open on Sunday by beating Nicolas
Jarry in straight sets 6-4, 7-5 and claiming his biggest title since his
horror injury at the French Open two years ago. World No. five
Zverey, comfortably won his sixth Masters 1000 title in the last major
tournament before Roland Garros, which starts next weekend.

tage for the Satwik-Chirag duo

12-21, 21-12, 21-18.

ISL likely to scrap
Asian player rule,
Increase salary cap

Marcus.Mergulhao@timesgroup.com

Panaji: Indian Super League (ISL) clubs have
been told there will possibly be changes to the
coach and player selection guidelines, with the
Asian playver signing now no longer a manda-
tory requirement.

ISL clubs, and even those in the I-League,
Indian football’s second-tier league, are allowed
to sign five international players, besides one
from a member association of the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation (AFC), which includes Aus-
tralia. A maximum of four of these foreign
players are allowed to be on the field of play at
any given point of time.

From next season, however, ISL is planning
to do away with the ‘Asian quota,” following a
change in the AFC club competition guidelines.

“There is no formal communication from
ISL about the changes, but clubs have been in-
formally informed about the ‘tentative possible
changes’ for next season,” a source who has
been tracking the development told TOI on
sunday. “From the 2024-25 season, AFC has al-
lowed teams to register an unlimited number
of foreign players who can play in the Champi-
ons League. There is no Asian quota anymore
and several countries will announce changes.”

Besides doing away with the Asian quota,
ISL is also keen to increase the salary cap from
Rs 16.5 crore to Rs to 18 crore, with two players
—either domestic or international - from each
club outside the salary cap. ntil last season, only
a marquee playver’s salary was outside the cap.
The new guidelines will allow clubs to spend
freely on international plavers, without having
to worry about the salary cap.

Schauffele, Morikawa set

for final-round showdown

Louisville (USA): Xander Schauffele and Collin
Morikawa share the PGA Championship lead entering
the final round on Sunday at Valhalla Golf Club in
Louisville, Kentucky where a wild finish awaits with
seven players within four strokes of the leaders.

Schauffele and Morikawa are both 15 under on the
week and one shot clear of Sahith Theegala, who is
seeking his second PGA Tour win in his 90th start.

Former British Open champion Shane Lowry,
whose electric 62 on Saturday matched the lowest
round in major history, is a further shot back in a
share of fourth place with LIV Golf's Bryson
DeChambeau and Norway's Viktor Hovland.

According to Elias Sports Bureau, 12 of the last 13
PGA Championships were won by a player who was
mﬂ leading or within two shots of the 54-

hole lead, the lone exception coming in
2022 when Justin Thomas came back from seven
shots. Englishman Justin Rose, who has recorded five
consecutive top-15 finishes at the PGA Championship,
is three shots back of the leaders and sharing seventh
place with Robert Macintyre.

Olympic champion Schauffele, who held the
solo lead after the first two rounds, is seeking his
first major triumph while fellow American
Morikawa is seeking a third after winning the 2020
PGA Championship and 2021 British Open. reuTers
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BEST OF THE LEAGUE
‘? ORANGE CAP

VIRAT
KOHLI (rCB)

R Gaikwad (CSK)
T Head (SRH)
R Parag (RR)
S Sudharsan (GT)

RUNS

708

527

%) PURPLE CAP

HARSHAL
PATEL (PBKS)

J Bumrah (MDD
Arshdeep (PBKS)

WICKETS

24

V Chakravarthy (KKR)

T Deshpande (CSK)
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Abhishek Stars As SRH Chase Down Punjab's 214, Finish 2nd After RR-KKR Tie Rained Out

Shiva.Gundra@timesgroup.com

Hyvderabad: Abhishek Sharma
continued his marauding form
with a quickfire 28-ball 66 (5x4,
6xB) as Sunrisers Hyderabad
defeated Punjab Kings by four
wickets to brighten their pros-
pects of a top-two finish in the
standings.

The victory at the Rajiv Gan-
dhi International Cricket sta-
dium took SRH to 17 points and
the second spot on Sunday And
they ended second after the
second game between Ra-
jasthan rovals and Kolkata
Knight Riders in Guwahati
was washed out.

Chasing Punjab Kings'
214/5, thanks largely to Prabh-
simran Singh's 71 (45bh, Tx4, 4x6),
Abhishek added 72 runs for the
second wicket with Rahual Trip-
athi (33 off 18b)and 57 runs with
MNitish Kumar (37 off 25b) for the
third wicket as the hosts fin-
ished at 215/6 with five deliver-
185 10 spare.

That after Sunrisers lost
their in-form opener Travis
Head to the very first ball, as he
was cleaned up by Arshdeep
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Suman Reds

singh. But Tr :]mtlu and Ab-
hishek plundered 72 runs in just
30 balls. Though Tripathi de-
parted in the sixth over, caught
by Arshdeep, the hosts had by
then powered to 84/2 in the pow-
erplay.

Abhishek continued his ag-
gressive approach despite los-
ing two partners. He hit Harshal
Patel for consecutive bounda-
ries to reach his half~century in
21 deliveries and then lofted
Harpreet Brar for consecutive
sixes to take Hvderabad to 129/2
at the halfway mark. However,
he perished to the first ball of
Shashank Singh's next over.

Nitish and Heinrich Klaasen
then kept the hosts on course.
Both hit sixes oft Brar and Ra-
hul Chahar to bring down the
required run rate to just over
six by the 13th over. With 39 re-
quired from 37 deliveries, Nitish
departed after adding 47 for the
fourth wicket. With eight runs
needed for victory, Klaasen (42
off 26b) too fell, cleaned up by
Brar. But Abdul Samad hit
Atharva straight down the
eround for a boundary to take
his side to victorv

Bengaluru: On Saturday

night, Chennai

Super Kings

needed 17 runs

off the ftinal

over to deny

=" Royal Challeng-

ers Bengaluru the

lone slot up for grabs in the

playoffs. Faf du Plessis tossed

the ball to pacer Yash Dayval.

The bowler from UP delivered

a full toss to MS Dhoni, which
he sent out of the park.

Daval watched the ball dis-
appear and one could not help
but think about the last over
bowled by the pacer for Guja-
rat Titans against Kolkata
Knight Riders last season.
KRR's Rinku Singh had ham-
mered Dayal for five consecu-
tive match-winning sixes.
Face buried in a towel, Dayal
was a picture of despair.

That infamous over haunt-
ed Dayval for a long time. The
UP bowler wouldn’t play a
came in the season after that,
with GT eventually releasing
him. It got so bad that mother,
Radha even took ill seeing her
son's demotivated state.

Picked by RCB at the auc-
tion, on Saturday, at their
home ground, following Dho-
ni's 110-metre effort, for a
fleeting moment those ghosts
may have resurfaced.

“1 got hit off that ball, I
subconsciously went back to
that place (match vs KKR).
But I have done well in the

Number of
4 1 sixes hit by

Abhishek
Sharma in 13 innings
in this IPL are the
most by any batter
apart from the most
by an Indian player in
a season. The
previous best by an
Indian batter was 38
by Virat Kohli in 16
innings in 2016.

Stats: Rajesh Bamar

Playoffs schedule
May 21: Qualifier 1; KKR
(1) vs SRH (2),
Ahmedabad
May 22: Eliminator: RR (3)
vs RCB (4), Ahmedabad
May 24: Qualifier 2: Loser
of Qualifier 1 vs Winner of
Eliminator, Chennai
May 26: Final: Winner of
Qualifier 1 vs Winner of
Qualifier 2, Chennai

SHARMA SCORCHER

BALLS 4 45

6

SCOREBOARD

Punjab Kings: Atharva Taide ¢ Sanvir Singh b
Matarajan 46, Prabhsimran Singh ¢ Klaasen b
Viyaskanth 71, Rilee Rossouw ¢ Abdul Samad b
Cummins 49, Shashank Singh run out (Nitish Kumar
Reddy/tKlaasen) 2, Jitesh Sharma not out 32,
Ashutosh Sharma c Sanvir Singh b Natarajan 2,
Shivam Singh not out 2. Extras (Ib 5, nb 1, w 4) 10.
Total: (for five wickets, 20 overs) 214.

Fall of wickets: 1-97, 2-151, 3-174, 4-181, 5-187.
Bowling: Bhuvneshwar Kumar 4-0-36-0, Pat Cummins
4-0-36-1, T Natarajan 4-0-33-2, Vijayakanth
Viyaskanth 4-0-37-1, Shahbaz Ahmed 1-0-13-0, Nitish
Kumar Reddy 3-0-54-0.

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Travis Head b Arshdeep Singh
0, Abhishek Sharma c Shivam Singh b Shashank

Singh 66, Rahul Tripathi ¢ sub (Arshdeep Singh) b
Patel 33, Nitish Kumar Reddy ¢ Shivam Singh b Patel
37, Heinrich Klaasen b Harpreet Brar 42, Shahbaz
Ahmed ¢ Shashank Singh b Arshdeep Singh 3, Abdul
Samad not out 11, Sanvir Singh

not out 6. Extras (Ib 6, nb 1, w 10) 17. Total: (for six
wickets, 19.1 overs) 215.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-72, 3-129, 4-176, 5-197, 6-208
Bowling: Arshdeep Singh 4-0-37-2, Rishi Dhawan 3-0-
35-0, Harshal Patel 4-0-49-2, Rahul Chahar 4-0-43-0,
Harpreet Brar 3-0-36-1, Shashank Singh 1-0-5-1,
Atharva Taide 0.1-0-4-0.

impact sub: Sunrisers Hyderabad: Travis Head in for
T Matarajan (innings break); Punjab Kings: Arshdeep
Singh in for Ashutosh Sharma (innings break).
Result: SRH won by four wickets.
Player-of-the-Match: Abhishek Sharma
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Dayal tames Rinku
ghost, stuns CSK

past, I have done well after
that, so all that was running
through my mind was to de-
liver a good ball. I didn't want
to look at the scoreboard or
the result. I was confident of
executing well,” Dayal would
say later.

A ball lost, a ball replaced,
Daval knew he had a new
weapon to counter Dhoni
with. The new ball stuck on
the wicket and the slower de-
liveries gripped. Dhoni then
top-edged a slower one for
Swapnil Singh to pouch at
deep backward square,

For Dayal, it was personal
redemption unfolding as he
bowled slower deliveries and
gave away just one run in the
next four to seal RCB’s win.

“God’s plan baby,” an ec-
static, and somewhat re-
lieved, Rinku would post on
social media. The young
Davyal himself would worry
about his mother. “Kaisa feel
kar rahi ho,” would be his
first words to his mother on a
video call.

“After what happened to
me last time, there was nerv-
ousness,” he would say,
“Sinece coming to this RCB
set-up, 1 have practised a lot
and have delivered in match-
es. All that was going through
my mind was to deliver two
halls well, Even if 1didn’t ex-
ecute it well, there were sen-
iors right behind me,” he said
and added that it was Dinesh
Karthik and Fat du Plessis
who took the call for him to
bowl the last over,

Rise

-

IS AVAILABLE IN SELECT

nexieer




AN VT W SR N AR T L RIS I % T D N A BT
N (RN AW e SO We Vw08
a'h* el Ty

Ty,
e
=

Al T e S B ah e Tk o R A A TR e N A TR % e T A
e }J Wi R o v S Y et ST N AR A

S

T
Ak
o b

.'rf

o« 4y
= g

B --;: . : . ".-IL"l iy i o
"‘I:l":'...I - % x . \k" -: "'::I-IJE.;‘- _:H ":I-. - : ,.;f_'.._.- ;
".I. ] s I'E"'L-.'__‘- - a el :1 2 ot |
\q';b. \\'hn%_ ‘; B s ' 3

AT
hf ",;1..

- _-:‘..

- T — . -
S e SR T TR
' ¥kl g

-

L

s
. T 4

P

. Thes OMEGACConstellation: collection hasilong “been inspired” by =
xar ST INERNG . TN Sas” SRR C e L B S S LT s
the precisexmovement of ‘the stars. Thaf stellar.theme continues "
- with a new range of -models featuring distinctive dials<created from

o

L

e
. o 5

- '-'
T

" s -.-- e | i w : |‘_-; - T B -:_l- -- - ._..r‘.\:“ i A : Y 1\?_.‘ : "-\.1_. .
metegrite. Thanks tothe natural pattern-found withinthis.rare space
4 et (S ¥ . I g ..1 I:."'_I' ?_-n :‘ - =k " - ':.l -L-\'r-'_ J 'y 4 ! a it e BN e o ".-_- = ._I".' 1 - | .

I'|. ‘ i
{_l " ..'-._.,\.:’1" :.:5!__..

S e SR G e RO O - N : i N ;w‘;‘:;;':i.;‘;'-".:_'.'-'-r' s B A “
material, every slice s UniqUe; guaranteeing that no two dials wilh

. . BN : : % : N g i - TR N N e L .5 ’ : + By
ever appear the same. This 28 mm sidinleSs steel and 18K Sedna™ i .
" Z u:‘.. .. y : } & " . .- 11:“““:‘ '1. y ‘I I.I"-ra. . " ! . *"'.l : : ¥ . J'.\
. Gold version has been given a blue colour treatment, ‘further

- L ] .‘ H .
- R

ehhcmf:in"g-;rﬁe deﬁign with maximum impr.::lc_::(_.




g leads AAP protest
{ = march toBJPHQ,
g says Centre running
' ‘Operation Jhaadu’
. E and aimstoarrest
- I & H- s

Published by: Bharatiya Janata Pary, Maharashira Pradesh, Mumbai | The "Clock” symbol is sub-judice befare the Honourable Supreme Court and the respondents have been permitted to use the same subject to the final outcome of these proceedings.

Lt
BENNETT, COLEMAN & CO. LTD. | Estd. MDCCCXXXVIII | VOL. CLXXXVII NO. 119 _ﬁgu&

o/ MUMBAI | MONDAY, MAY 20, 2024 | PAGES 28
L ey e e

Delhi CM Kejriwal

alltop functionaries
PRICE? 8.00 ALONG WITH THE ECONOMIC TIMES OR MAHARASHTRA TIMES* INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER | To subscribe call 1800 1200 004 or visit subscribe.timesgroup.com  of his party

VoteFirst

Everything
else can wait

Vote for Nation Building
Vote for Development

I - i
_

Your one vote

Will strengthen PM Modi in his fight against
Terrorism, Poverty, and Corruption

Will lead the country towards
a brighter future

Will build a Viksit Bharat

Modi Sarkar
Ulilu 2191819

Vote for Mahayuti @) Make Modi Win




TIMES GLOBAL

OF INDIA, MUMBAI | MONDAY, MAY 20, 2024

SPLITSVILLE FOR BENNIFER? RUMOURS RIFE COUPLE  SEAN DIDDY APOLOGISES AFTER 16 CCTV CLIP OF HIM ATTACKING
FORMER GF GOES VIRAL, SAYS ‘MY BEHAVIOUR IS INEXCUSABLE’

* THE TIMES

HE WHO IS CONTENTED
IS RICH — LAO TZU

ﬁ.

u

Helicopter carrying Iran prez
crashes, search Is under way

‘i WHO GOT MARRIED IN 2022 ARE LIVING SEPARATELY

Raisi Onboard Chopper With Foreign Minister, Says Official; Iranian State
Media Says Bad Weather Cause Of Accident & It Is Complicating Rescue Bid

Dubai: A helicopter carrying
[ranian Prez Ebrahim Raisi
and his foreign minister cras-
hed on Sunday as it was cros-
sing mountain terrain in hea-
vy fog, an Iranian official told
Reuters, and rescuers were
struggling to reach the site of
the incident.

The official said the lives
of Raisi and foreign minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian
were “atrisk following the he-
licopter crash™, which happe-
ned on the way back from a vi-
sittothe borderwith Azerbai-
jan in Iran’s northwest, “We
are still hopeful but informa-
tion coming from the crash si-
te is very concerning,” said
the official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

Raisi had met with Azerba-
ijan Prez Ilham Alivev earlier
on Sunday At the time of the
crash, a delegation of minist-
ers was travelling with him in
a convoy of three helicopters,
state media reported, adding
that the two other aircraft had
reached theirdestinations. Ra-
isi had been at the Azerbaijani
border to inaugurate the &iz-
Qalasi Dam, a joint project.
Alivev, who said he had bid a
“friendly farewell” to Raisi
earlier in the day, offered assi-
stance in the rescue.

Iranian supreme leader Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei, who ho-
lds ultimate power in the Isla-
mic Republic, sought to reassu-
re [ranians, saying there would
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Rescue team reaches Iran's East Azerbaijan province. ‘It is dark and it
has started raining, but the search continues. Rescue teams have
reached the area ... however, the rain has created mud, making the
search difficult,’ a local reporter told state TV

benodisruption tostate affairs.

Iranian state media =aid
bad weather was the cause of
the crash and was complica-
ting rescue efforts. The chief
of staff of Iran'sarmy ordered
all the resources of the army
and the elite Revolutionary
Guard tobeput touse insearch
and rescue operations.

state TV had earlier stop-
ped all its regular program-
ming to show pravers being
held for Raisi across the count-
rv and, in a corner of the scre-
en, live coverage of rescue te-
ams deployed on foot in the mo-
untainous area in heavy fog.

The prez’s official website
also posted a message reques-

ting prayers, and clerics at two
of Iran's major Shia shrines in
Qum and Mashhad led public
services. Videos posted to In-
stagram by the Iranian Red
Crescent Society showed re-
scue teams trekking through
fog and difficult terrain in se-
arch of thecrash site.

Neighbouring countries
expressed concern and offered
assistance in any rescue. The
White House said US Prez Joe
Biden had been briefed on re-
ports about the crash. The EU
offered emergency satellite
mapping technology to help
Iran with the search.

The crash comes at a time
of growing dissent within
Iran over an array of politi-
cal, social and economic cri-
ses, Iran's clerical rulers face
international pressure over
Tehran's disputed nuclear
programme and its deepe-
ningmilitary ties with Russia
during the war in Ukraine.
Since Iran’'s ally Hamas at-
tacked Israel on Oct 7, provo-
king Israel’s assault on Gaza,
conflagrations involving
Iran-aligned groups have er-
upted throughout West Asia.

Raisi, 63, waselected prezin
2021, Iran’s law stipulates that
if the president dies, power is
transferred to the first vice pr-
esident and an election must
be called within six months.
The first vice president is Mo-
hammad Mokhber, aconserva-
tive politician. reuters & NyT

Khamenei protege, hardline prez, sanctioned by US

Dubai: Hard-line Prez Ebra-
him Raisi haslong beenseen as
aprotege toIran’'s supreme lea-
der and a potential successor
for his position within the co-
untry's Shia theocracy:

News of his helicopter ma-
king what state media descri-
bed asa“hard landing” on Sun-
day immaediately brought new
attention to the leader, who al-
ready faces sanctions from the
US and other nations over his
involvement in the massexecu-
tion of prisoners in 1988,

Raisi, 63, previously ran
Iran’s judiciary He ran unsuc-
cessfully for presidecy in 2017
against Hassan Rouhani, the
moderate cleric who as prez re-
ached Tehran’s 2015 nuclear de-
al with world powers.

In 2021, Raisi ran again in
an election that saw all of his
potentially prominent oppone-
nts barred for running under
Iran’s vetting svstem. He swept
nearly 62% of the 28.9 million

votes, the lowest turnout by pe-
reentage in the Islamic Repub-
lic’s history Millions staved ho-
me and others voided ballots.
Raisi was defiant when as-
ked at a news conference after
his election about the 1988 ex-
ecutions, which saw sham ret-
rials of political prisoners, mi-

en”™ were sent to their deaths,
while others were questioned
about their willingness to “cle-
ar minefields for the army,” ac-
cording to a 1990 Amnesty In-
ternational report. Rights gro-
ups estimate that as many as
3,000 people were executed. Ra-
151 served on the commissions.

litants and others that The US treasury in
would become known as 2019 sanctioned Raisi
“death commissions™ at “forhisadministrative
the end of the Iran-Irag oversight over the ex-
war. After Iran's then- ecutions of individu-
Supreme Leader Ayatol- als who were juveniles
lah Ruhollah Khomeini Ebrahim Raisi  at the time of their cri-
accepted a UN-brokered me and the torture and

ceasefire, members of the Ira-
nian opposition groupMujahe-
deen-e-lKhalq, heavily armed
by Saddam Hussein, stormed
across the Iranian border from
Irag in a surprise attack. Iran
blunted theirassault.

The trials began around
that time, with defendants as-
ked to identify themselves. Th-
ose whoresponded “mujahede-

other cruel, inhuman, or deg-
rading treatment or punish-
ment of prisoners in Iran, in-
cluding amputations.” It also
mentioned his involvement in
the 1988 executions.

Iran ultimately is run by its
85-vear-old supreme leader, Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei. But as
prez, Raisi supported the cou-
niry’s enrichment of uranium

up to near-weapons-grade leve-
Is, as well as it hampering inte-
rnational inspectors as part of
its confrontation with the West.
Raisialsosupported attack-
ing Israel in a massive assault
in April that saw over 300 dro-
nes and missiles fired at the co-
untry in response for a suspec-
ted Israeliattack that killed Ira-
nian generals at the country’s
embassy compound in Dama-
scus, Syria. He also supported
the country’s security services
asthey cracked downon all dis-
sent, including in the after-
math of the 2022 death of Mah-
sa Amini and the nationwide
protests that followed. The
monthslong crackdown killed
more than 500 people and saw
over 22 000 detained. In March,
a UN investigative panel found
that Iran was responsible for
the “physical violence” that led
to Amini's death after her ar-
rest for not wearing a hijab to
theliking of authorities. ap

Modi expresses
concern, says
stand in solidarity
with Iranians

Tinaes News NETWORK

M Narendra Modi expressed
l solidarity with the people of

Iranas hesaid he was deeply
concerned by reports regarding
Iranian Prez Ebrahim Raisi's he-
licopter flight that crashed in
Iran’s East Azerbaijan province,
*We stand in solidarity with the
Iranian people in this hour of dis-
tress, and pray for the well-being
of the president and his entoura-
oo " he said in a post on X late on
Sunday, amid fearsthat Raisimay
not have survived the crash.

Modi had last met Raisi on the
margins of the Brics summit in
Johannesburg in Aug 2023

Modi had lastmet Raisionthe
margins of the Brics summit in
Johannesburg in Aug 2023. The
two leaders had discussed ways
to strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion in various fields, including
trade and investment, connecti-
vity, energy and counter-terro-
rism. Iran, along with five other
countries, had joined the group
in that summit. Raisi had cong-
ratulated Modi on the suceess of
Chandrayaan mission and than-
ked him for India's support for
Iran’s Brics membership.

In line with the ongoing hi-
gh-level exchanges, which aided
India’s delicately balanced app-
roach to the Israel-Hamas conf-
lict, foreign minister § Jaishan-
kar had travelled to Iran in Jan
for talks with his counterpart
Amir Abdellahian, who too was
in the same chopper as Raisi.

Raisi had also been looking
to intensify engagement with
India on the Chabahar port. He
and Modi wanted to strengthen
cooperation to realise the full
potential of Chabahar port asa
connectivity hub. Apart from
the focus on connectivity initia-
tives, India and Iran have also
worked in the recent past to ra-
mp up political cooperation and
strong people-to-people ties.

In their meeting in Aug, they
had decided to fast-track infrast-
ructure cooperation, including
the Chabahar project. The two al-
s0 exchanged views on regional
developments, including Afgha-
nistan where both countries are
working to ensure the Taliban
don't allow terrorist groups to
target any country Raisi spoke
again on phone with Modi in Nov
to emphasise the need for an im-
mediate ceasefire in Gaza,

Andhra-born is first Indian

logotospaceasa tourist

Surendra.Singh
@timesgroup.com

ndia-born Gopi Thotakura
l made history on Sunday

evening as he became the
first Indian to venture into
space as a tourist. He was part
of the elite crew for Blue Ori-
gm s New Shepard-25 (N5-25)
mission, which took off from
the company’s West Texas
launch site in the US around
8.05 pm (IST), an hour late
from its scheduled launch ti-
me of 9:35am (local US time).

Born in  Vijayawada
(Andhra Pradesh), Gopi, an
entrepreneur and a pilot, jour-
neyed to the edge of space be-
vond the Earth’s atmosphere
along with five others. He 1s of-
ficially the second astronaut
from the country after Wing
Commander Rakesh Sharma,
who flew as a professional cos-
monaut to space on board Soy-
uz T-11 on April 3, 1984, as part
of the Soviet Interkosmos pro-
aramme, Astronauts Kalpana
Chawla, Sunita Williams, Raja
Chari, and Sirisha Bandla we-
re all US citizens of Indian ori-
oin who also went to space as
professional astronauts.

TOI had earlier reported
on Gopi's probable entry to
theelite astronaut club.

Following takeoff, the
NS-25vehiclereached bevond
the boundary of space smoot-
hly. The rocket and capsule
then returned to Earth, with
the rocket landing upright a
few minutes after takeoff.
The capsule successfully tou-
ched down, using two of its
three parachutes, roughly 15
minutes after takeoff.

Introducing the Indian spa-
ce tourist, a Blue Origin state-
ment said, “Gopi Thotakura is
a lifelong pilot and aviator who
learned how to fly before he co-
uld drive, He flies jets commer-
cially, in addition to piloting
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A screen grab shows the Mission
NS-25, with the New Shepard 4

rocket & crew capsule, taking off
from Texas's Van Horn on Sunday

Blue Origin

Gopi Thotakura is a pilot and
aviator. He flies jets commercially,
in addition to piloting bush,
aerobatic, and seaplanes

60 years on, America’s 1+ black astronaut
candidate finally goes to space at 90

merica's first Black astronaut candidate finally rocketed into

space 60 years later, flying with Jeff Bezos' rocket company on
Sunday. Ed Dwight was an air force pilot when President John F Ken-
nedy championed him as a candidate for Nasa's early astronaut
corps. But he wasn't picked for the 1963 class. Dwig ht, now 90, gotto

Ed Dwight

experience a few minutes of weightlessness with
five other passengers aboard the Blue Origin
capsule as it skimmed space. Launch officials said
all of the astronauts were well shortly after the
capsule parachuted down after a flight of roughly
10 minutes. The brief flight from West Texas made
Dwight the new record-holder for oldest personin
space — nearly two months older than “Star Trek™

actor William Shatner was when he went up in 2021. Dwight was
among the potential astronauts the air force recommended to
Nasa. But he wasn't chosen for the 1963 class, which included
eventual Geminiand Apollo astronauts, including Apollo 11's Buzz
Aldrin and Michael Collins. Nasa didn't select Black astronauts until
1978, and Guion Bluford became the first African American in space
in1983. Three years earlier, the Soviets launched the first Black as-
tronaut, Arnaldo Tamayo Mendez, a Cuban of African descent, s

bush, aerobatic, and seapla-
nes, Gopi is a cofounder of
Preserve Life Corp, a global
center for holisticwellness and
applied health.” He studied for
a BSc in aeronautical science
at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, US. Gopi has wor-
ked in medical air evacuation
services in India in the past.
This flight is Blue Origin's
first tourist mission on New

Shepard since Aug 2022, The
company was forced to halt
flights of the rocket after a
New Shepard vehicle suffered
an engine failure mid-flight
during an uncrewed mission
in Sep 2022, This mission was
the seventh human flight for
the New Shepard programme
and the 25th in its history. In
all, New Shepard has flown 31
humans, the company said.

‘Slovak PMs attacker likely not a lone wolf’

nation attempt on Slo-
vak PM Robert Fico
may not have been just a “lo-
ne wolf” as previously belie-
ved, the interior minister sa-
1d on Sunday. Deputy PM Ro-
bert Kalinak said earli-
eron Sunday that Fico's
life wasno longer in im-
mediate danger, altho-
ugh his condition was
still too serious for him
to be moved to a hospi-
tal in the capital Bratislava.
Interior minister Matus
Sutaj Estok said an investiga-
tion team had been set up, wh-
ich would also look into whet-
herthe suspect acted as part of

r l “Thesuspect inanassassi-
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US & Iran held indirect = Israel's war cabinet is in
talks in Oman: Report

Washingion: Senior US and £
[ranian officials held talks th- g

rough intermediaries in Om-
anthis past week, thefirst such
conversations since Iran laun-
ched a retaliatory attack on Is-
rael with hundreds of missiles
and drones last month, accor-
ding to a person familiar with
the recent meetings,

Brett McGurk, the top Whi-
te House official on West Asia
policy, and Abram Paley, the
deputy special envoy for [ran,
attended the talks in Oman.

The goal was to try to get
Iran, which supplies weapons
and training to militias across
West Asia, tomovetoreininits
partners. Since the Israel-Ha-
mas war broke out, several
Iran-backed militias in Irag
and Syria have stepped up at-
tacks on US troops, raising fe-
ars of a wider war. The most
powerful of theregional militi-
as, Lebanon-based Hezbollah,
has been exchanging fire with
the Israeli military in nort-
hern Israel and southern Le-

Brett McGurk (above), the top
White House official on West Asia
policy, and Abram Paley, the
deputy special envoy for Iran,
attended the talks in Oman

banon. However, US intelligen-
ce officials assess that neither
Hezbollah nor Iran wants to
engage ina wider war.

The UShashad nodiploma-
tic relations with Iran since
1979, and discussions are often
conducted through intermedi-
aries and back channels.

The format of the talks in
Oman was similar to ones held
in Jan: The Americans sat in
one room while their Iranian
counterparts sat in another,
and Omani officials shuttled
between the rooms. wyT

turmoil, but

enny Gantz, facing the
B cameras with gravity

on Saturday told PM Be-
njamin Netanvahutoshift co-
urse on the Gaza war or he'd
quit the three-man war cabi-
net. Israel, he said, needs “a
govt that will win the people's
trust.” Coming days
after the other war ca-
binet member, defence
minister Yoav Gallant, '
bitterly accused Neta-
nyvahu of failing to ha-
vea postwar plan, it se-
emed that Netanyvahu was be-
ing isolated by his two senior
deputies, both former top ge-
nerals, and Israel was headed
toward political crisis.

But analysts on Sunday
zaid Netanyahu's coalition,
64 parliamentary seats out of
120, remains secure, Even if
Gantzcarriesouthisthreatto
resign by June8—notacerta-
inty — little is likely to
change in the short to medi-
um term, they said. The war
cabinet might collapse but

Bibi ‘secure’

At a graduation event, Biden
faces silent anti-war protest

Netanyvahu would continue
to govern with his farright
partners. “Gantz's chances
of overthrowing the govt are
slim,” said Mazal Mualem,
who's written a recent politi-
cal biography of Netanvahu.
“There is almost no chance
that membersof Neta-
nyahu's Likud party
will rebel against him,
given the political
cost, The second way
i1s through massive
public protest. But
public sentiment isn’t there,
Gantz's move was amistake.”

All that said, if five Likkud
legislators do rebel or if Ult-
ra-Orthodox partners walk
out over court-enforced effo-
rts to draft their voung men,
Netanyvahu would be in trou-
ble and may result in polls,
His extremist partners could
push him to adopt policies

that would lead tomassivean-

ti-govt stir and objections fr-
om the US, either of which co-
uld lead to change. sLoomeerc

Atlanta: US Prez Joe Biden re-
newed his call for a temporary
ceasefire in Gaza in a speech at
Morehouse College's gradua-
flon ceremony, where some par-
ticipants donned Palestinian
colours in protest at Israel's mi-

: Taura Taylor, an assistant professor,
: stood with her fist raised and back

: turned to Biden during his speech.

. She also wore a keffiyeh scarf

litary incursion. Biden’s add-
ress at the historically black
school in Atlanta brought him
face to face with some of the
campus unrest set off by the Is-
rael-Hamas war. “What's hap-
pening in Gaza and Israel is he-

art-breaking.” Biden said Sun-
day, referring to the Oct. 7 at
tack on Israel by Hamas
militants and the plight of “in-
nocent Palestinians” caught up
in Israel’s military response.
Several students and facul-
ty members at the commence-
ment wore keffiveh scarfs,
which have become a symbol
of protest against the war. At
least one student draped a Pa-
lestinian flag over his gradua-
tion gown and a faculty mem-
ber wore a stole with the Pales-
tinian colours while receiving
an award on the podium. Lea-
ding up to Biden, class valedic-
torian DeAngelo Fletcher cal-
led for “an immediate and per-
manent ceasefire” in Gaza du-
ring a passionate speech that
evoked the late civil rights lea-
der Martin Luther King Jr, a
Morehouse alumnus. Biden di-
dn't acknowledge the silent
protests and told the ceremony
it’s his job to tackle “one of the
hardest, most mmp]icated pro-
blems in the world.” sLoomeera

How 2020 electlon deniers claimed the ups:de -down American ﬂag

fter Prez Joe Biden won
/Xﬂ:}e 2020 election, suppor-

A Mters of Donald Trump
rallied around the inverted US
flag, displaying it at their ho-
mes, on their cars and on social
media to show that they belie-
ved Trump's lie that the elec-
tion was stolen. Now, the practi-
ce has burst into the national
conversation after NY'T repor-
ted on Thursday that it had re-
cently obtained images of an
upside-down flag flving outside
the home of Justice Samuel Ali-
to in Jan 2021 in Virginia. At the
time, the Supreme Court was

The practice of displaying
inverted flag started with sailors
signalling distress but evolved
into a form of protest, most
recently among Trump supporters

cr
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still contending with whether
to hear a 2020 election case. Ali-
to said he had “no involvement
whatsoever in the flying of the
flag.” "It was briefly placed by
Alito in response to a neighbo-
ur's use of objectionable langu-
age on vard signs,” he wrote, re-
ferring to wife, Martha-Ann.
Once acall for help at sea
Before it became an emblem
of political protest, flying a na-
tion's flagupside down was one
of the only ways for sailors to
call for help. The practice seems
to haveoriginated in the British
Isles in the 17th century during

the Anglo-Dutch wars. That
meaning was reflected in the
US flag code, an official set of
enidelines for the flag, which
was first published in the 1920s.
It reads:; “The flag should never
be displayved with the union
down, except as a signal of dire
distress in instances of extre-
me danger to life or property.
Protest emblem

The upside-down flag also
has a long history as a political
emblem. In 1854, Henry David
Thoreau delivered a scathing
anti-slavery speech while stan-
ding under an upside-down US

flag on a stage. In the 1960s and
“70s, protesters carried the flag
upside down as a svmbol of op-
position to the Vietnam War. In
more recent vears, the inverted
flag has been displayed by Tea
Partv activists who opposed the
reclection of President Barack
Obama. In 2020, an AP photo of
a protester carrving a US flag
upside down next to a burning
building in Minneapolis circu-
lated widely, capturing the fury
in that city after the murder of
George Flovd by police officers.
Now, a ‘Stop The Steal' symbol

In 2020, the upside-down

flag became established as an
emblem of Trump supporters
who denied the legitimacy of
Biden's victory. Matthew Gu-
terl, a professor of and Ameri-
can Studies at Brown Universi-
ty, said flving the flag upside
down “seems to have become a
part of our hyperpartisan sym-
bolic surround, especially on
the right, where it symbolises
the impending death of the na-
tion and a call to arms"”. Other
symbols include thin-blue-line
flags, a pro-police symbol, anda
Punisher skull, based on the co-
mic-book vigilante, he said. nyr

a group of people that had be-
en encouraging each other to
carry out an assassination.
One factor suggesting the in-
volvement of others was that
the suspect’s internet commu-
nications were deleted two ho-
urs after the assassina-
tion attempt, but not
by the suspect and mo-
stlikely not by his wife,
Estok said. “This indi-
cated the crime may
have been committed
by acertain group of people.”
The Slovak Specialised Cr-
iminal Court ruled on Satur-
day that the suspect, identified
hy prosecutors as Juraj C., wo-
uld remain in custody after be-

ing charged with attempted
murder: Local news media say
the suspect is a Tl-vear-old for-
mer security guard at a shop-
ping mall and the author of
three collections of poetry,

Estok said on Thursday the
suspect was angered by the go-
vi's Ukraine policy. Fico's govt
has ended military support for
Ukraine and taken a more pro-
Russian line on the conflict.
The govt has said he became
radicalised after Fico ally Pe-
ter Pellegrini won a presidenti-
al election last month, and that
he had told police about his dis-
satisfaction with the govt’s re-
formsof the prosecution servi-
ce and public media. ae

AROUND THE WORLD

MIGHT DELIGHT: A bright comet fragment lit up skies over parts of
Spain and Portugal on Saturday as it flew at a speed of 45 km/sec
before burning up over the Atlantic, the European Space Agency
said. One Lisbon resident said the dazzling display felt like a movig®

Reuters

Spain recalls envoy
from Argentina
after Prez Milei calls
PM'’s wife ‘corrupt’
pain recalled its ambassa-
dor to Buenos Aires for
consultations on Sunday after
Argentina’s Prez Javier Milei
made derogatory comments
about Spanish PM Pedro San-
chez's wife during a far-right
rally in Madrid. Milei had called
Sanchez's wife Begona Gomez
“corrupt” during the rally org-
anised by the far-right Viox par-
ty and attended by many of its
international allies. Spanish
foreign minister Jose Manuel
Albares said he expected an
apology from Milei. Other mini-
sters also condemned Milei's
speech, in which he described
socialism as “cursed and
carcinogenic”. Sanchez leads
Spain's Socialist Party. “Milei
has brought the relationship
between Spain and Argentina
to its most serious state in
recent history,” Albares said.
Milei's visit broke with diplo-
matic protocol as he refused to
meet Spain’'s King Felipe and
Sanchez, instead preferring to
promote his book with Vox

politician Santiago Abascal,

France govtissues scratch-
and-sniff baguette stamps

Joining the ranks of screen
goddess Brigitte Bardot and
the Eiffel Tower, another Fren-
ch treasure is being celebrated
with its own postage stamp:
the baguette. And this one is
scratch-and-sniff. It is the late-
st showcasing of French cultu-
ral heritage as Paris prepares
to host Olympics. Priced €1.96
each, the stamp is intended to
be used for international lette-
rs of up to 20 grams. The bagu-
ette is one of the most talked-
about breads in the world and
the most popular in France: 6
billion baguettes are made eve-
ry year, the postal service said.
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Personal touch, spunk and spontaneity: How
Priyanka lifted Amethi-Rae Bareli campaign

Shailvee.Sharda@timesgroup.com

Rae Bareli/ Amethi: Recently,
when Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi reached
Bachhrawan in Rae Bareli for
addressing an evening election
cathering, the time window
given by the police for the
meeting had expired. That
meant she couldn’t use the
public address system. Unde-
terred, the star campaigner got
the venue's noisy genset shut
down, sat atop her SUV and
spoke extempore without a
mike, with the crowd provid-
ing illumination with mobile-
phone torches. Videos of the
address rapidly went viral (see
pic on right).

Several election analysts
have noted that they are seeing
amore spontaneous and articu-
late Privanka in these elec-
tions. This was evident in her
intensive campaign in Rae
Bareli and Amethi, where she
was canvassing for brother Ra-
hul and Gandhi family’s close
associate Kishori Lal Sharma.
“Her campaign incorporated a
fair dose of randomness and
unpredictability. She stopped
anywhere and walked up to
anvone who welcomed her for

Congress workers say Privanka Gandhi has energised the local party cadre after taking charge of campaigning in Rae Barel and Amethi

an interaction.” said a Con-
gress spokesperson.

Most palpably, her taking
charge of the campaign ener-
gised Congress workers in the
twin constituencies. In her
maiden address to party work-
ers, Privanka said they had to
pull up their socks and be
ready to work 20 hours a day.

Those working with Pri-
vanka said ‘Didi’ (as she is af-
fectionately called) led by ex-
ample. “She began her day
with a quick strategy meet and
hit the road by 10.30am, re-
turning as late as 1ipm.” a

team member said.

“After returning, she con-
vened meetings to finalise the
next day’'s schedule and retired
only after midnight.” he add-
ed. Her speeches generally be-
gan with warm greetings and an
apology if she had reached the
venue late, “Mera abhivadan
sweekar Eijive aap sab aur maaf
kifivega thodi si vilamb ke live.
Aapko dhoop mein baithna pada
(Please accept my greetings, and
apologies for coming late and
making vou wait in the sun),”
she said, at times mentioning the
reason for the delay.

Her poll pitch has been sharp
and she has been quick to re-
spond to barbs and issues raised
by the saffron camp. But more
than these, Privanka’s personal
touch has added to the enthusi-
asmof local people and workers,

“The respect Privanka
shows to Sharma — who was
dubbed as her ‘peon’ by some
BJP leaders — has also been
appreciated,” said a Congress
supporter. “Kishori Bhaiva ne
aap sabka bahut khayval rakha
hai itne saal. Wo aapke aur hu-
mare rishtey ka pul hain. Is
baar pratyashi ban ke aaye

hain. Hum sab ko mil ke inki
Jeet sunishchit karni hai (All
these years, brother Kishori
has acted as a bridge between
vou and the party leadership.
He is the candidate this time
and we have to ensure his vic-
tory),” Privanka said during a
public meeting,

Often in her speeches, Pri-
vanka has swiftly changed gears
to ageressively attack BJP PM
Modiand the party’s candidates
before softening her tone again
to explain to the people the im-
portance of their vote, In a pub-
lic meeting, she called Amethi

and Rae Bareli “her family”
and, with teary eves, narrated
how Amethi helped her recover
from the tragic death of her fa-
ther as she went from village to
village to build the Congress
organisation in 1999 for her
mother’s first election.

At a meeting in Kamalganyj,
when a woman talked about the
problem of stray cattle while
another recalled how she ben-
efited from the self-help group
network evolved during Ra-
hul's tenure as Amethi MP
Privanka seized the moment to
target the saffron camp. “The
BJP played politics and got the
SHG scheme closed.”

During a ‘nukkad sabha’ in
Naseerabad, a youth walked
up to Privanka and pointed to
a statue of former PM Rajiv
Gandhi, urging her to offer
floral tributes, Privanka de-
scended from the stage and
almost ran to the statue, with
the crowd following her,

“*She’s running on pure re-
solve, She barely eats through
the dav. Foxnuts and ‘nimbu
pani’ are her staple. At times,
she prefers a ‘parantha achaar’
roll and eats in between public
meetings,” said a Congress
functionary.
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Shinde banks on connect in ground
zero of battle for Balasaheb legacy

BJP hopes onions won’t

Manoj Badgeri | TNN

Thane: Supporters of the erst-
while undivided Shiv Sena may
still be in two minds as to which
faction to favour with their vote.
However, in Thane on Mumbai's
outskirts, it is not unusual to find
Shiv Sainiks who take part in ral-
lies taken out by both factions.

“Deep inside, Sainiks know
what is right and wrong for them
and will express it through their
vote on June 4, says an old-timer.

Whether to stick with Uddhav
Thackeray or shift allegiance to
CM Eknath Shinde is a dilemma
that is central to these LS polls in
Maharashtra. In all, there are 13
seats where the two Senas are pit-
ted against each other. And, as the
polls in Maharashtra enter the fi-
nal leg, Thane - a citadel of the
undivided Shiv Sena and a rapidly
growing urban cluster —is likely to
see A close fight on May 20,

Two of the district’s three LS
seats — Kalyan and Thane — are
represented by Sena MPs: Kalyan
by CM's son D Shrikant Shinde
and Thane by Uddhav's nominee
Rajan Vichare. Control over the
region will be seen as passing to the
rightful claimant to the legacy of
the late Anand Dighe, Sena stal-
wart who grew the party in the
district under Balasaheb Thae-
kerayv's leadership. In recent years,
Dighe has been deified through a
Marathi film that portrays him as
a messiah of the underprivileged.

For CM Shinde, who was men-
tored by Dighe and has spent most
of his three-decade-long career
nurturing the constituency as his
hometown, winning Thane has
enormous significance. Apart from
helping him retain his salience in
state and national politics, it will
give him the political heft to tackle
the upcoming assembly polls in
October Shinde has fielded former
mavor and close aide Naresh
Mhaske as the Mahayvuti candidate

IT'S ALL ABOUT MAKING THE RIGHT MOVES

from Thane. With the local civic
body (which has no elected corpo-
rators currently) and at least two
assembly segments in Thane city
with Shinde’s Sena, Mhaske has
the upper hand, though support
from BJP, which has an equally
strong base here, 1s crucial.

Indeed, the district was largely
a BJP stronghold till it was wrested
by Shiv Sena in assembly and local-
body polls. Using a blend of Hindu-
tva and regional pride, stalwarts
such as Dighe and Shinde have held
it for nearly 25 vears, with the ex-
ception of 2009. Of course, it has
helped that BJP has not produced
a leader of stature in the state for
several years now,

The district is predominantly
an Agri-Koli and Marathi bastion,
but is gradually turning cosmeo-
politan as the industrial and ser-
vices sectors expand, bringing ina
migrant workforce. In all, the
Thane region comprises over 18
assembly segments, eight civic bod-
ies and several gram panchayats.

“The fight here will show who
inherits the legacy of Balasaheb
and Dighe. The Thackerays want
to avenge the ‘betrayal’ by Shinde
in Thane, the city where the party
won its first civic polls, while
Shinde has to justify his rebellion
and retain his dominance to
strengthen his standing with the
BJP brass,” said an observer,

Shinde is banking on vote trans-
fer from BJE In Thane alone, BJP
has four MLAs with three more in
Kalyan. So, while the Shinde fac-
tion has held sway in some of the
now-dissolved local bodies, MLAs
working under the guidance of the
state leadership retain clout in dis-
bursing aid and commissioning
public works.

During seat-sharing talks, the
CM was able to persuade deputy
CM Devendra Fadnavis and BJP's
central leadership that there was
no way his party could concede
Thane (they kept Kalyan too where
the CM’s son is the sitting MP). BJP
cadre were expected to fall in line,

but there is simmering discontent.

“Supporters of MLA Geeta Jain
from Mira Bhayender and former
BJP MLA Ganesh Naik are
miffed,” said a BJP supporter.
There's also the case of BJP MLA
Ganpat Gaikwad firing on Sena
Kalyan unit chief Mahesh Gaik-
wad inside a police station, “That’s
still on the minds of our karvakar-
tas,” he added. Gaikwad is in judi-
cial custody. Shinde’s Thane nomi-
nee Mhaske has sought to build
bridges and reach out to workers
acquainted with him sinece his days
as a vouth activist. However, he has
a formidable opponent in Rajan
Vichare, a two-time MP and Thac-
keray supporter, There is a sympa-
thy wave for the Thackerays and
they are harping on the loyalty
factor faced with the organisation-
al might of the Mahayuti.

“A prominent part of our cam-
paign is to convey how the traitors
deserted the Thackerays in a time
of need, which would never have
been tolerated by Dighe saheb,”
said a Thackeray loyalist. However,
sources close to Shinde say he has
managed Thane district well for
nearly two decades and strength-
ened his bonds with the public and
netas alike, His access to PM Nar-
endra Modi and Union home min-
ister Amit Shah is seen as a plus.

“He may not speak much, but
his loyalists know he has a planfor
everything, including fixing issues
raised by the opposition,” says a
supporter who is impressed with
sShinde’s interactions over chai and
vada pav with grassroots workers.

Shinde occasionally talks about
his humble origin as a first-gener-
ation migrant from western Maha-
rashtra who drove autorickshaws
for a living. In his trademark spot-
less white attire, rubbing shoulders
with Modi and Shah at rallies,
Shinde has been making an emo-
tional pitch: “You've supported me
all these years. lexpect this support
even now,” he says.

Ranjan.Dasgupta@timesgroup.com

Nashik: In the heart of the country’s
‘onion bowl’, Lasalgaon, Ganesh Ko-
kKane produces more than 200 quintals
of the kitchen staple every year. Auc-
tioning them for Rs 2,500-Rs 3,000 per
gquintal at APMC mandi would cover
his expenses and, in good times, even
fetch him a good profit. However, last
Nov, unseasonal rains wreaked havoc
as the crop was ready for harvest. All
he could salvage from his 25 acres was
a meagre 25 quintals.

Then, betore Kokane could recover
from the blow, the Centre announced
a ban on export of onions in the first
week of Dec. “1 was forced to sell off
my stock for Rs 1,000 a quintal. It was
a double whammy,” Ganesh said.

But his ordeal had just begun.

As moneyvlenders turned up the
heat on Kokane, he was forced to find
other sources of income. He finally
ended up as a labourer at the APMC.

“1 blame the Union govt for my
plight. Even though it lifted the em-
bargo later on, it did not help improve
the wholesale prices,” he said. Now,
he earns a paltry Rs 40 for unloading
onions from farmers’ tractors and
loading them on to traders’ vehicles.
He handles about 10-15 vehicles daily

Kokane's is not an isolated case.
Distress and anger are palpable
among nearly 8 lakh voters who are
directly or indirectly associated with
onion cultivation in the Dindori LS
seat, which comprises six assembly
segments — Nandgaon, Kalwan, Yeo-
la, Chandwad, Niphad, and Dindori.
Voting here is on May 20.

At the receiving end of the ire 1s
BJP candidate and Union minister
Bharati Pawar; who is under immense
pressure to retain the seat that the saf-
fron party has held since 2009,

Shiv Sena MLA from Nandgaon,
Suhas Kande, said Mahayuti bigwigs
are working overtime to contain farm-
ers’ resentment. “But in no way will
{Bhaskar) Bhagare's victory help sta-
bilise prices. Organisationally, Maha-
yuti is strong and that alone will en-
sure Bharati Pawar’s victory.”

Dindori
Maharashtra

VOTES ON
May 20

in 2024:
18.5 lakh

2024 FACE-OFF _—

Mahayuti | /’f

Bharati Pawar (EIP) _,
Maha Vikas 2019 LS POLL PERFORMANCE
Aghadi | Winner "
Bhiskar Bharati Pawar (BJP) Il 5.7 lakh
Bhagare Runner-up
[ Dhanraj Mahale (NCP) m

leave it weepy in Dindori

Bhagare, a schoolteacher, is the NCP
(SCP) nominee. Party insiders say
their chief Sharad Pawar picked him
for his clean image and popularity

A BJP politician, who did not want
to be named, said farmers snub them
when they visit villages for campaign-
ing. “To placate them, we are high-
lighting the multiple schemes run by
the Centre, including the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi that provides Rs 6,000
annually to marginal farmers.”

In April, residents of Malwadi put
up a board requesting the current MP
not to visit their village. “Before the
ban came into effect, we were getting
Rs 2,500-Rs 3,000 per quintal. Now,
prices have dropped while fertilisers
and petrol have become dearer;” said
Ganesh Ahire of Nandgaon taluk.

While accepting that Bharati
Pawar faces the ire of onion growers,
a state Cabinet minister said: “The
unseasonal rain severely hit the crop
in Dindori. Had the Centre not banned
exports, there would've been huge
shortages in the country. That
would've complicated matters for
NDA, especially in urban areas.”

What has further queered the
pitch for BJP is CPI(M) nominee Je-

eva Pandu Gavit's withdrawal from
the race. CPI{M) had fielded Gavit in
2019, too and he had got more than one
lakh votes. Anticipating that Gavit
might repeat his performance and
take away anti-BJP votes, Sharad
Pawar convinced the CPI{M) brass to
pull him from the race.

Bharati Pawar; however, claims the
opposition is misleading farmers.
*When Sharad Pawar was the Union
agriculture minister under UPA,
prices of onion had dropped drasti-
cally several times. But since this is
election season, the opposition is rak-
ing up the issue,” she said.

BJP had poached Bharati Pawar
from NCP before the 2019 elections,
eiving her the ticket instead of the
then MP Harischandra Chavan.

Bhagare, a political greenhorn,
faced the setback of four party MLAs
switching to deputy CM Ajit Pawar’s
NCP camp. But he hopes farmers’ ire
will see anti-BJP voters rally around
him. “Given the anger among onion
growers, my opponent’s defeat is cer-
tain. Though our MLAS have deserted
us, we are counting on Sharad Pawar’s
popularity among the farmers,”
Bhagare said at a campaign rally

Revival instinct: ‘Little Europe’ clings to last vestiges of its heritage

Zeeshan Jawed &
Falguni Banerjee | TNN

Kolkata: Much before the British

founded Calcutta (now Kolkata),
“Little Europe” had already start-
ed taking shape in pockets of Gan-

getic Bengal.

The first European colony in
Bengal was established by the Por-
tuguese in Bandel on the Ganges
riverbank in the early 16th cen-
tury. The Dutch followed in Chin-
surah, the French in Chandan-
nagar (formerly Chandernagore),
the British in Calcutta and, finally;

the Danes in Serampore.

These former colonial enclaves,
which are now part of the Ser-
ampore and Hooghly parliamen-
tary constituencies, will vote to-
dav. The approximately 20 lakh
electors in these seats want their

representatives and both state and

central govis to revive tourism,
restore the architectural relics,
preserve their heritage and renew

trade and commerce,

The towns, roughly 60km north
of Kolkata, started flourishing in
trade and commerce and wit-
nessed an influx of capital, becom-
ing home to some of the biggest
riverine ports. The foreign rulers
also brought in their cuisine, cul-
ture and architecture and con-
structed churches and mansions,

With Kolkata acquiring more
significance under the British in
the 18th century, the “Little Eu-
rope” settlements were relegated
to the background as their mag-
nificent architectural heritage
began crumbling and their cuisine
disappeared and trade dwindled.

“These places have been re-
duced to being mofussil (subur-
ban) towns that are bursting at the
seams, The state of infrastructure
is abysmal, the drainage system is
a mess and unplanned real estate
development has affected the qual-
ity of living,” said Soumen Baner-
jee, a former English professor at
Serampore College, which was

built in 1827,

Chandannagar Strand

Bam:lei {:humh

Towns lining
Hooghly river
are dotted with
structures
dating back to
the days when
European
traders were
setting up bases

BOULEVARDS OF BROI(EH DREAMS ki Benga

——— 5 & - & E—
Portuguese - Dutch setllemmt French settlement | British settiement | Danish settiement

settlement | Bandel Chinsurah Chandernagore Calcutta Serampore

1571

1635

1673

1686 1755

The locals feel the areas have
great potential for tourism by vir-
tue of their tangible and intangi-
ble heritage,

“These towns have been hold-
ing on to traces of their European
heritage in public spaces, build-
ings and culture. The colonial ar-
chitecture, cultural practices and
memaories in “Little Europe” are
now at risk due to rapid urbanisa-
tion. They need urgent conserva-
tion measures and a solid revival
plan,” said Susmita Mukherjee,
who runs a café in Bandel.

West Bengal Tourism is pro-
moting these areas along the
Hooghly and showcasing the set-
tlements of European traders
around its banks.

To preserve and document the
heritage, UK and India have joint-
Iy funded The Hugli River of Cul-
tures Project.

A team of academic research-
ers, who reside in and around
Chandannagar, and partner teams
from the University of Liverpool

and the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kharagpur, are collaborat-
ing on the project.

“Several monuments, includ-
ing churches and public spaces,
have already been restored. The
number of tourists visiting these
places has also risen,” said an of-
ficial of the tourism department.

Restoration of The Denmark
Tavern, using traditional con-
struction technigques and materi-
als, has not only drawn tourists
and spurred public interest but
also rekindled hopes for the resto-
ration of other heritage monu-
ments in a way that benefits the
local economy. The tavern, dating
back to the 1780s, served as a hang-
out offering drinks, books and
recreational activities to Europe-
an visitors.

“The restoration of the Danish
tavern can be used as an example
for other places of historical im-
portance,” said Anirban Ghosh,
who conducts heritage walks in
various areas of “Little Europe”,
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23 States DANCE of 3

the ongoing general elections for
the 18th Lok Sabha after today

would have concluded polling in % RAC '
i) .

&

UP, Bihar & Bengal are big states where
voting will continue after the fifth & smallest

f‘ﬁ

¢ 19%

seats would've
voted after
today

»

phase. National capital Delhi votes next

MAX CITY, MAHA YUDH

It's the grand finale of the Maharashtra grudge match as the subplot in the
NDA vs INDIA contest becomes the main theme. In and around India’s
commercial capital, the two Senas square off in the most bitter & personal of
fights in these Lok Sabha elections. The other big face-offs are in UP & Bengal

WHAT'S AT STAKE IN PHASE 5 i [svnesurs |8 e un
_ A : 5 ceese080
TO DEFEND: 39 seats, including TODAY INDIA 0080000
Maharashtra (excluding 2 Sena / i Papapapap .12
candidates who are with Uddhav y i 000000
group), all 5 in Bihar, all 3 in i ) since 2019 WestBengal = 7
Jharkhand, 3 out of 5in Odisha,3 o - 2000000
out of 7 in West Bengal and lone ™ : o
seat in Ladakh. ""g Bihar 000005
CAN LOOK FOR GAINS IN: Bengal, 20060
where it lost 4 of 7 seats polling = ?d'?ha P e e ..5
today last time, and in Odisha. \ & Jharkhand eee3
s allt
Im A ' Jammu & Kashmir el
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polling today in West Bengal, 2 of 13 seats | ‘it ;
in Maharashtra (adding 2 Sena candidates =3 No of Seats’* (2019
with Uddhav group) and Rae Bareli in UP. : 1;” 4 BJP é
CAN LOOK FOR GAINS IN: Almost all \ = | : .
the states in this round, but more so in | ] 49 St ez (5 I 5 (*Nos. based on
Maharashtra, where it had won only 3 of \ Y seats Juf 1 current alignment
the 13 seats that go to polls today. Also in \ | Lksel 1 of MPs: **Does not
Bihar, where it starts with a clean slate. 1[\% ,.s“;_- TMCEEN4  include J&K seat)
WHAT THIS BREAK-UP EXCLUDES: The lone — Shiv Sena (UBT) ll 2°
seat polling today in Jammu & Kashmir, which is congll 1
not possible to categorise as having been won by any party last
time since seat boundaries have been redrawn since 2019. BIDN 2
Candidates | Criminal Cases corious
thal 8 2 | criminal
Candidates | charges
695 croreat !
Candidates |
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HIGH-STAKES BATTLES TO WATCH TODAY

Maharashtra: This Lok Sabha election's most complex political
arena sees its final act today with a high-voltage Sena vs Sena
showdown, a fight that's as much about political relevance

as it is about Balasaheb's legacy and prestige for the two
protagonists — Uddhav Thackeray and the man who unseated
him as CM, Eknath Shinde. Of the 13 remaining seats in the
state polling today, six are in India's commercial capital,
Mumbai, the Sena bastion where Uddhav is looking for voters’
stamp of condemnation of the “betrayal” he accuses Shinde of
leading to the party splitting in two. The Shinde group is part
of Mahayuti (BJP) and Uddhav's Sena UBT with MVA (Sharad
Pawar's NCP and Congress). Four of the seats are in the wider
Mumbai Metropolitan Region, which includes Shinde’s home turf Thane. _
Here, Shinde is seeking endorsement of his rebellion. BJP, which did very i
well here in 2019, will see an advantage, but with two Senas and two NCPs
in the mix, it's a new playing field for all parties.

A LOOK AT UNION MINISTERS & OTHER EAWWEIGHTS IN THE FRAY

Uttar Pradesh: The state that votes in all seven phases
- moves into one of its biggest two rounds today — the
next one in Phase 6 — as 14 seats in Awadh, including

capital Lucknow, and the entire Bundelkhand

(Jalaun, Jhansi, Hamirpur and Banda) go

to polls today. In 2019, BIP swept these
seats except Rae Bareli. This time, with
the Gandhi bastion at the centre, INDIA

bloc (Cong & Samajwadi Party) is eyeing

a revival here. Other high-profile seats are
Faizabad, which includes Ayodhya, and controversial
former wrestling federation chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
i Singh's stronghold Kaiserganj. Also keep an eye on
Mohanlalganj and Fatehpur from where two Union
. ministers — Kaushal Kishore and Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti,
. respectively — are contesting.

 Lucknow

2019 WINNER: BJP (Rajnath Singh) — e
KEY CONTENDERS: Rajnath Singh (BJP), Ravidas Mehrotra (SP)
Defence minister Rajnath Singh inherited the legacy of Vajpayee

in 2014 — after a brief interlude — and is looking for a hat-trick.
Vajpayee won the seat on the trot between 1991 and 2004. His

Man Friday in Lucknow, Lalji Tandon, won it in 2009, carrying the
proverbial ‘khadau’ of Vajpayee. After making his LS debut from Ghaziabad in 2009,
Rajnath shifted to the state capital to step into the giant shoes of his mentor. Even
two decades after Vajpayee stepped out of active politics, Rajnath doesn't miss any
opportunity to invoke his legacy. He has brought in a slew of projects to the city for
sprucing up infrastructure and creating jobs. SP's Ravidas Mehrotra is an MLA and
street fighter, a socialist who first became legislator in 1989. His challenge, however,
seems feeble in front of Rajnath's heavy election machinery.

qag Aepn :suoiensn|||

Mumbai North e ——
2019 WINNER: BJP (Gopal Shetty) __—— L

KEY CONTENDERS: Piyush Goyal (BJP), Bhushan Patil (Shiv Sena UBT)

A Rajya Sabha member so far, Union commerce and industries minister
Piyush Goyal is making his LS debut from Mumbai, the city he grew up in.
With its significant Gujarati and middle-class Maharashtrian population,
this seat is a BJP stronghold and was nurtured by the party for years before actor Govinda
delivered a shock defeat to Ram Naik in 2004. In 2019, Urmila Matondkar contested from
here for Congress but was comprehensively beaten by Gopal Shetty. This time, Congress
has given the seat to Uddhav's Sena, which has fielded the relatively low-profile Bhushan
Patil. Sena will be hoping to garner Marathi, Muslim and Christian votes, and is banking
on the sympathy factor over the killing of its former corporator Abhishek Ghosalkar on

FB Live earlier this year. However, this is one seat where the state’s political muddle

does not cast a shadow like it does elsewhere because of BJP's grassroots strength.

Rae Bareli

2019 WINNER: Cong
(Sonia Gandhi)

KEY CONTENDERS: Rahul
Gandhi (Cong), Dinesh
Pratap Singh (BJP), Thakur
Prasad Yadav (BSP)

After a long wait, Rahul Gandhi chose

his mother's seat as his second contest,
alongside Wayanad. He narrowly lost from
neighbouring Amethi — another family
bastion — against BJP's Smriti Irani in 2019,
Between the two, Rae Bareli is considered

the ‘safer’ seat. Rae Bareli first elected
Rahul's grandfather Feroze Gandhi to Lok
Sabha in 1952, His grandmother Indira Gandhi
represented it between 1967 and 1985, barring
the 1977 loss to Raj Narayan, while his mother
Sonia was MP from 2004 to 2019. 5P chief
Akhilesh Yadav and other INDIA bloc allies
have campaigned for Rahul as Congress looks
for an improved performance in UP, which

is key to Parliament numbers. BJP's Dinesh
Pratap Singh, Congress MLC between 2009
and 2018 and Sonia's pointsman, jumped ship
after a dispute and instantly became BJP's
candidate in 2019. He brought down Sonia's
victory margin from 3 lakh to 1.7 lakh and

is once again banking on BJP's machinery,
welfare schemes and his local clout.

2019 WINNER: NC (Mohd Akbar Lone)—— . /
KEY CONTENDERS: Omar Abdullah (NC), Sajjad Lone (People's Conference) =~
Omar Abdullah, who has shifted to this north Kashmir seat from the south | /8=
(Srinagar), says he is taking on “BJP and the Centre”, who are using all their
resources here despite not fielding a candidate in the Valley. The former CM

is batting for restoration of full statehood to J&K and has called the nullification of Article
370 an “existential challenge”. He says opponent Lone is the “B-team of BJP™ while the
latter calls Omar a dynast, an “outsider” and a “tourist” in Baramulla. Into this mix comes
Sheikh Abdul Rasheed aka Engineer Rashid of Awami Ittehad Party, who is contesting the
polls from Tihar jail, where he has been incarcerated since Aug 2019 on terror funding
charges. A former aide of Lone, Rashid is a worry for him and PDP candidate Fayaz Mir as
he polled over 1 lakh votes in the last LS election and is expected to cut into their share.

e —

Hajipur|

2019 WINNER: UP (Pashupati KumarParas)— e |
KEY CONTENDERS: Chirag Paswan (LJP-Ram Vilas), Shiv Chandra Ram (RJD)
Socialist bastion Hajipur is one of Bihar's six Lok Sabha constituencies
reserved for SCs. Ram Vilas Paswan represented this seat eight times

in his career and lost just twice — in 1984 and 2009, In recent years,

the poll narrative in Hajipur has centred around who is the claimant to
Paswan's legacy, son Chirag Paswan or brother Pashupati Kumar Paras, who won from
here in 2019 after Paswan offered the seat to him. BJP has decided to fully back Chirag,
allotting five seats in Bihar to Chirag’s faction and none to the Paras camp. Paswan's
party LJP split in 2021, For Chirag then, this is as deep a prestige battle as it gets, PM
Modi has campaigned for him, but the battle is an uphill one, with RJD holding three of
the six assembly segments and Congress one; ally BJP has the other two.

2019 WINNER: BIP (Smriti Irani)

KEY CONTENDERS: Smriti Irani (BJP),
KL Sharma (Cong) \
It's not quite the grudge mat%f 2019, but
still seems to be going down

to the last over. With Rahul

Gandhi contesting from

Rae Bareli, Congress sprung
a surprise by fielding

KL Sharma, who has been
the Gandhis' Man Friday in
the twin constituencies for
four decades, from Amethi. Sharma came to
Amethi as a member of Rajiv Gandhi's youth
brigade in 1983. Rajiv, who won a bypoll
following the demise of his brother Sanjay
Gandhi, held the seat till his death in 1991.
Sonia Gandhi made her Lok Sabha debut from
here in 1999. She shifted to Rae Bareli in 2004,
handing Amethi to Rahul, who won the seat
thrice before the shock defeat to Smriti Irani
in 2019. In the current campaign, Smriti has
repeatedly called Rahul a “deserter” but the
Congress narrative is that the family loyalist
is more than capable of defeating her.

SEE FLAP INSIDE FOR OTHER BIG BOUTS
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BIG BOUTS OF PHASE 5

MUMBAI SOUTH MUMBAI NORTH CENTRAL

2019 WINNER: Shiv Sena (Arvind Sawant) 2019 WINNER: BJP (Poonam Mahajan)
KEY CONTENDERS: Arvind Sawant (Shiv Sena UBT), KEY CONTENDERS: Ujjwal Nikam (BJP), Varsha Gaikwad (Cong)

Yamini Jadhav (Shiv Sena) y he special public prosecutor for 26/11 trial, Ujjwal Nikam,
Incumbent Arvind Sawant, who stayed with Uddhav has been nominated by BJP in place of sitting MP Poon-

Thackerav’s Shiv Sena. is hoping for a third term from am Mahajan. Nikam, who formally joined the saffron

this constituency. After a delayed nomination from the party in April, faces a tough battle in this constituency. His
ruling coalition, Byculla MLA Yamini Jadhav didn't get to rival is four-time Congress MLA and the party’s Mumbai chief
hit the ground early, but she's banking on the Modi factor. Varsha Gaikwad, a legislator from neighbouring Dharavi as-
This SoBo constituency has a mixed population — Malabar sembly seat. North Central, which stretches from Bandra to
Hill social elite, Gujarati-Marwari business fam- g4 Santacruz and Kurla, has a cosmopolitan mix that includes
Maharashtrians, North Indians, East Indian Christians, Mus-
lims and Parsis. There was a demand within the

ilies, middle-class Maharashtrians, people of
Mumbai's old mill district ‘Giran-

gaon’ and minorities. Another chal-
lenge for Jadhav is money launder-
ing allegations raised against her
and her husband Yashwant,
who is an ex-BMC standing
committee chief, made
\ not too long ago
| Sawant by BJP

il <
NASHIK

2019 WINMER: Shiv Sena (Hemant Godse)

KEY CONTENDERS: Hemant Godse
(Shiv Sena), Rajabhau Waje
{Shiv Sena UBT), Shantigiri Maharaj (Ind)

is now locked in battle with his former party colleague and UBT |

H emant Godse, who has been winning from Nashik from 2014, |
Sena nominee Rajabhau Waje, former Sinnar MLA. Getting a

nomination for this prestigious seat wasn't smooth sail-
ing for Godse, who had to fend off Mahayuti partners,
BJP and NCE which were both keen to contest from
here. A prominent face in the ring was NCP minister {
Chhagan Bhujbal, who claimed that BJP's central
leadership had proposed his name. Godse now has to
ensure that parties in the governing coalition act in
cohesion. He will also hope that people in the onion
growers belt respond positively to the Centre’s recent
withdrawal of export ban. Waje will rely on Sena sup-
porters backing Thackeray and discontent among
farmers. Complicating matters for both is Shantigiri
Maharaj, a seer who has a sizeable following in Nashik.

HOOGHLY

2019 WINNER: BJP (Locket Chalterjee)

Manadip Ghosh (CPI-M)

Locket

e

gress clawed its way back in the 2021 state assembly polls
and the 2023 panchayat polls, largely negating gains made
by BJE Though a debutante, Rachna is a household name in
the state, courtesy her hugely successful TV show, ‘Didi No.
1" and Trinamool has thrown its might behind her to wrest
the constituency back.,

BONGAON

2019 WINNER: BJP (Shantanu Das)
KEY CONTENDERS: Shantanu Thakur (BJP), Biswaijit Das (TMC)

1 this Matua heartland, the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) promise set
the agenda in 2019 LS polls, handing BJP a win. Two years later, in the 2021
assembly poll that TMC swept, Bongaon remained firmly with BJP, handing
the party wins in six of the seven assembly segments. Five vears on, CAA remains
at the core of the campaign here, The difference — it was a promise in 2019 and
is a reality now. And vet, there is anxiety about the test that every applicant must
pass. TMC has pitted a BJP turncoat MLA, Biswajit Das against the incumbent
Shantanu Thakur, junior Union minister and descendant of Matua guru
Harichand Thakur. TMC, earlier his year, nominated Shantanu’s aunt Mamata

Bala Thakur as a Rajya Sabha MP

FAIZABAD

2019 WINNER: BIP (Lallu Singh)

KEY CONTENDERS: Lallu Singh (BJP), Awadhesh
Prasad (SP), Sachidanand Pandey (BSP)

n this constituency that includes Ayvodhya,

I two-time BJP MP Lallu Singh is banking on
the euphoria of Ram temple along with govt’s
*vikas' theme, to score a hat-trick. A Thakur and
an accused in the Babri demolition case, Singh was a five-time
MLA from Ayodhya assembly seat between 1991 and 2007. He
is pitted against Awadhesh Prasad of SP and Sachidanand
Pandey of BSE A Dalit and former minister in SP
govt, Prasad is a nine-time MLA from erstwhile
: Sohawal and now Milkipur. SP has experiment-
. ed by fielding a Dalit to cash in on the substan-
=% ' tial presence of SC voters here. The entry of
"ﬂ - former [PS officer Arvind Sen, son of three-
-~ time Faizabad MP Mitrasen Yadav, as CPI
candidate has made this contest interest-
ing. Mitrasen had won the seat in 1989
for CPL. in 1998 (for SP) and 2004 (BSP).

Lally

local Congress to field a minority candidate, but
that wasn't met. Gaikwad has the advantage of
experience in election campaigning as well as
the support of Shiv Sena (UBT) whose leader
Uddhav Thackeray has his residence here. Ni-

KEY CONTENDERS: Locket Chatterjee (BJP), Rachana Banerjee (TMC),

in these Lok Sabha elections in which both contestants

are women. In Trinamool colours is actor Rachna Ba-
nerjee while BJP has once again fielded incumbent Locket
Chatterjee in a constituency that witnessed the rise of Mamata Banerjee as a
force against three decades of CPM rule with the Singur agitation against Tata's
Nano factory, After BJP's 2019 Lok Sabha win, Trinamool Con- .

r 1‘mrﬂ Tollywood faces square off here, among the handful

kam, the man who prosecuted Pakistani
terrorist Ajmal Kasab, also has BJP's

ground network backing him. Gaikwad

2019 WINNER: Shiv Sena (Rajan Vichare)

KEY CONTENDERS: Naresh Mhaske (Shiv Sena), Rajan
- Vichare (Shiv Sena UBT)

which covers Thane city and parts of Navi

Mumbai, late as Sena and BJP were both eye-
ing it. Angered after Sena was handed the nomina-
. tion, Navi Mumbai strongman Ganesh Naik's sup-
. porters followed up with a spate of resignations.
. Though the rift was resolved in days, it's yet to be
- seen if there's any long-term impact of the tussle.
. The coalition’s eventual pick, Naresh Mhaske, had
- to make up for lost time while Sena UBT’'s Rajan
. Vichare had a headstart as the constituency’s sitting
. MP. What may still work from Mhaske - the former
mayor of Thane - is that he's fighting from CM
Eknath Shinde’s home turf. In this direct Sena vs
Sena fight, a win is a must for both parties who
want to establish their claim that they are the
real Shiv Sena.

M ahayuti announced its candidate for this seat,

SARAN

2019 WINNER: BIP
(Rajiv Pratap Rudy)
KEY CONTENDERS:
Rohini Acharya Yadav
(RID), Rajiv Pratap Rudy (BJP)
amous as the birthplace of socialist
leader Jayprakash Narayan, this
constituency has been with BJP for
the past decade. This time, though, the
contest may not be a cakewalk for B.JP's
Rajiv Pratap Rudy, former Union MoS
for skill development. He is up against
Lalu Yadav's daughter Rohini Acharva,
who first came into spotlight after do-
nating her kidney to the RJD patriarch
in Dec 2022, Lalu, who was elected
from Chhapra (later Saran)in 1977ona
Janata Party ticket as the youngest par-
liamentarian at 29, represented this seat
four times, After being disqualified
from contesting elections following
his conviction in the fodder
scam, he fielded his wife
Rabri Devi in 2014 and
his samdhi Chandrika
Rai in 2019, but both
lost, Four assembly
segments of the seat
are currently rep- ¢
resented by RID |
and two by BJP

KAISERGANIJ

2019 WINNER: BIP (Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh)
KEY CONTENDERS: Karan Bhushan Singh (BJP),
Ram Bhagat Mishra (SP), Narendra Pandey (BSP)

Carved out of five assembly seats of Bahraich and

]

Gonda, this constituency was in the news till the

last day of nomination due to its association with
six-time MP and former wrestling federation president
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, who was accused of sexual har-
assment by several women wrestlers. After days of suspense,
BJP decided to go with his yvounger son Karan. Singh's elder
son Prateek is already an MLA from Gonda. Singh, who won
thrice from Kaiserganj (2009, 2014 and 2019), and
from Gonda (1991, 1999) and Balrampur (2004),
wields considerable influence, A law graduate,
Karan is a national-level double trap shooter
and was named president of UP Wrestling As-
sociation, He takes on SP candidate, lawyer
Ram Bhagat Mishra, and BSP’s Narendra
Pandey, who hopes to cash in on the
presence of Brahmin voters here.

Karan

* 30F 10 RICHEST NETAS IN PHASS
FRAY FIGHTING FOR ONE MAHA SEAT

Only 49 seats across eight states and UTs are set to vote on May 20, the fifth and smallest phase of 2024
LS elections. Of the 695 candidates whose affidavits were analysed by Association for Democratic Reforms
(ADR), 227 were crorepatis. And three of the 10 richest candidates are contesting in Bhiwandi
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