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sTylE
President biden’s state 
dinner at the White 
House for the leader of 
Kenya included an un -
expected guest. C1

spORTs
d.C. is attempting  to 
host an NFL draft in the 
nation’s capital as soon 
as 2027, but the compe-
tition is intense. D1

Gang attack Three people from a U.S.-based 
missionary group, including the daughter and 
son-in-law of a Missouri lawmaker, were shot 
and killed in Haiti. A10

a proper send-off College graduations are 
even sweeter for students whose high school 
ceremonies were canceled due to covid. B1

in the news ThE ECONOmy
retailers such as Tar-
get, Walmart and Aldi 
are rolling back costs in 
their food aisles as con-
sumers pull back. A12

ObITuARIEs
Morgan spurlock, 53, 
created a hit while eat-
ing only McDonald’s 
for 30 days for his film 
“Super Size Me.” B4

ThE REgION
a Marine war veteran 
who prosecutors said 
carried a tomahawk 
during the Jan. 6 riot 
was sentenced to two 
years in prison. B1
a lawsuit seeking to 
hold a Bethesda, Md., 
prep school liable for a 
student’s suicide is likely 
to move forward. B1

ThE NATION
Cancer-causing ben-
zene pollution from oil 
refineries is down, an 
analysis concluded. A3
the drug ozempic 
lowers the risk of death 
from kidney disease, a 
major study found. A8

ThE wORld
the u.s. is largely fi-
nancing and arming the 
Kenya-led mission to 
stop gangs in Haiti. A9
the pope cleared the 
way for the first millen-
nial saint, teen blogger 
Carlo Acutis. A11
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Boy Scouts love this scenic  river.

JuSTIn Ide for The WaShInGTon PoST

BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER
IN RoCKBRIDGe CoUNTY, VA.

A  nne McClung was tending 
horses in her 19th-century 
barn one day last summer 

when she noticed a change in the 
Maury River flowing swiftly near-
by. she’s known the river all her 76 
years, but it didn’t take a practiced 
eye to recognize clouds of silt in 
the normally clear waters.

McClung could think of only 
one cause:

The Boy scouts.
The National Capital Area 

Council of the scouts, based in 
Bethesda, has maintained a 
campground and lake a few miles 
upstream from McClung’s home 

for almost six decades. In recent 
times, the scouts have drained the 
lake every fall, causing sediment 
to pour into one of Virginia’s most 
famous and well-loved rivers.

Last year, the scouts drained 
the lake in August at peak season 
for the Maury, driving anglers, 
kayakers and swimmers out of the 
water. Resentment among local 
residents boiled over. Now they’ve 
organized an effort to fight back 
against what they see as mount-
ing damage to a precious local 
resource. But with little legal au-
thority and conflicting govern-
mental mandates, the Maury Riv-
er Alliance is struggling to make a 
difference.

“We have to do something. We 

can’t let it go unaddressed, un-
challenged,” said alliance member 
George Kosovic, 73, whose family 
has long owned property along 
the river.

The situation has created an 
unusual standoff between local 
residents and an organization 
known for honor and steward-
ship, though plagued in recent 
years by controversy and financial 
trouble, leading to a decision this 
month to rebrand as scouting 
America. The Boy scouts have 
taught generations of young peo-
ple how to enjoy and care for the 
outdoors in these mountains, but 
letters to local newspapers regu-
larly cast the D.C. group as out-of-

see riVer oN a5

Locals say they’re ruining it.

anglers cast lines in the Maury river as it comes through Goshen Pass near lexington, Va. a boy scout 
chapter maintains a lake nearby, sediment from which pours into the river when the lake is drained. 

BY LISA REIN

senators savored the moment 
on a summer day outside the 
Capitol — the passage of a sweep-
ing, bipartisan agreement to add 
$280 billion in new benefits and 
health care for millions of veter-
ans exposed to toxic burn pits.

More than a year after taking 
effect, the Honoring our Pact Act 
has proved enormously popular. 
This week, President Biden an-
nounced that more than 1 million 
disability claims have been ap-
proved under the new law.

But glitches, slowdowns and 
other mishaps have dogged the 
program’s rollout by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, en-
abling the growth of an unregu-
lated shadow industry that prom-
ises to drastically boost tax-free 
disability checks, according to 
lawmakers, advocates and lead-
ers in the claims industry — in 
exchange for veterans signing 
away thousands of dollars in fu-
ture benefits.

see Veterans oN a6

VETERANs, INC.

Shadow industry swoops in for a slice of victims’ benefits
Firms pledge  to boost disability checks under new law allocating billions for burn-pit exposure

IlluSTraTIon By kaT BrookS/The WaShInGTon PoST; documenTS courTeSy of GranT GallaGher; ISTock

BY LOUISA LOVELUCK
 AND ELLEN FRANCIS

A ruling Friday from the Inter-
national Court of Justice ordering 
an immediate halt to Israel’s mili-
tary offensive in Rafah marked a 
stunning rebuke of the Israeli 
leadership’s prosecution of the 
war in Gaza, including the deci-
sion to send troops and tanks into 
a city where more than a million 
Palestinians had sought refuge.

The incursion into Gaza’s 
southernmost city, which began 
May 7, has already displaced more 
than 800,000 people, the court 
said, calling the developments “ex-
ceptionally grave.” Israel must halt 
the operation and open the Rafah 
crossing for the “unhindered” pro-
vision of aid, the judges said, add-
ing that the offensive could de-
stroy Palestinian life in Gaza.

Israeli officials swiftly indicat-
ed that they would ignore the rul-
ing, which is binding but difficult 
to enforce, even as the high-profile 
judgment deepened Israel’s isola-
tion on the world stage.

on Monday, the International 
Criminal Court’s chief prosecutor 
said that he was seeking arrest 
warrants for Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and De-

see Gaza oN a11

Ruling 
deepens 
Israel’s 
isolation

ICJ  demands halt 
to rafah assault

Order difficult to enforce 
without U.S. support 

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN 
AND ALEX HORTON

KYIV — Many U.s.-made satellite-
guided munitions in Ukraine 
have failed to withstand Russian 
jamming technology, prompting 
Kyiv to stop using certain types of 
Western-provided armaments af-
ter effectiveness rates plummet-
ed, according to senior Ukrainian 
military officials and confidential 
internal Ukrainian assessments 
obtained by The Washington 
Post.

Russia’s jamming of the guid-
ance systems of modern Western 
weapons, including excalibur 
GPs-guided artillery shells and 
the High Mobility Artillery Rock-
et system, or HIMARs, which can 
fire some U.s.-made rockets with 
a range of up to 50 miles, has 
eroded Ukraine’s ability to defend 
its territory and has left officials 
in Kyiv urgently seeking help 
from the Pentagon to obtain up-
grades from arms manufacturers.

Russia’s ability to combat the 
high-tech munitions has far-
reaching implications for 
Ukraine and its Western support-
ers — potentially providing a 
blueprint for adversaries such as 
China and Iran — and it is a key 
reason Moscow’s forces have re-
gained the initiative and are ad-
vancing on the battlefield.

The success rate for the U.s.-
designed excalibur shells, for ex-

see ukraine oN a10

Russians 
disabling 
U.S. arms 
in Ukraine

Kyiv documents show 
how accuracy rates fall 

amid electronic jamming

BY CAITLIN GILBERT,
 CAROLINE KITCHENER 
AND JANICE KAI CHEN

Clinics up the east Coast have 
seen a surge in patient traffic since 
a law banning most abortions in 
Florida went into effect on May 1 
— but so far they have not experi-
enced the collapse in care that 
many providers had feared before 
the new restrictions began in the 
country’s third most populous 
state, according to new data col-
lected by a research team at Mid-
dlebury College.

Wait times for abortion ap-
pointments have increased at ap-
proximately 30 percent of clinics 
across North Carolina, Virginia, 
Maryland and D.C., the areas clos-
est to Florida where abortion re-
mains legal after six weeks of preg-
nancy, according to the data, 
which is based on a survey of 
clinics before and after the law 
went into effect. North Carolina 
experienced the sharpest increas-
es, with wait times rising in half of 
the state’s 16 clinics.

The average Florida resident 
now lives about 590 miles from the 
nearest clinic that offers abortions 
after six weeks and will need to 

see abortion oN a8

 Fla. law’s 
impact seen 
at  clinics up  
East Coast

30% have longer wait 
times for abortions as 

women make trek north 
BY ARELIS R. HERNÁNDEZ 

AND NAOMI NIX

SAN ANTONIO — The lawyer who 
won a record-setting settlement 
for sandy Hook families an-
nounced two lawsuits Friday on 
behalf of the relatives of Uvalde 
school shooting victims against 
the manufacturer of the AR-15-
style weapon used in the attack, 
as well as the publisher of Call of 
Duty video games and the social 
media giant Meta.

The lawsuits against Daniel 
Defense, known for its high-end 
rifles; Activision, the manufac-
turer of the Call of Duty first- 
 person-shooter series, and Meta, 
the parent company of Facebook, 
may be the first of their kind to 
connect aggressive firearms mar-
keting tactics on social media 
and gaming platforms to the 
actions of a mass shooter.

The complaints contend the 
three companies are responsible 
for “grooming” a generation of 
“socially vulnerable” young men 
radicalized to live out violent 
video game fantasies in the real 
world with easily accessible 
weapons of war.

one of those men, the legal 
team argues, was Robb elemen-
tary school shooter salvador  

see uValde oN a4

Lawsuits tie 
3 companies 
to massacre 
in Uvalde

Victims’ families allege 
rifle maker, Activision, 

Meta bear responsibility
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l AMay 23Metro article about
the nomination for Montgomery
County police chief incorrectly
said in the headlines that Marc
Yamada was tapped after a
national search. The national
search had been for the current
chief, Marcus Jones, not Yamada.
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agencies is new, the groundwork
was laid well in advance. Last
year’s 150-pageWhite House
document says paid leave
policies “foster an inclusive
workforce and support survivors
who need to take time away from
work to seek safety or recover
fromGBV.”

Introducing the report,
President Biden said “no one—
no one, regardless of gender or
sexual orientation, should
experience abuse. Period. And if
they do, they should have the
services and support they need
to get through it.”

The Republican chairmen of
the House Oversight and
Accountability Committee and
its subcommittee on the federal
workforce, Reps. James Comer
(Ky.) and Pete Sessions (Tex.),
respectively, did not respond to a
request for comment.

“Federal employees should
feel fully supported to take time
off and address their safety or a
member of their family’s safety,”
said a statement by Shriver.
“Domestic violence, stalking, and
other forms of abuse and
harassment have no place in the
workplace.”

financial abuse are taking a
partner’s money and sabotaging
their employment by disturbing
their workplaces, she said.

The financial impact on
individuals compounds a
national, macroeconomic impact
of domestic violence.

In 2014 “the estimated
intimate partner violence
lifetime cost” was $103,767 for
female victims and $23,414 for
male victims, according to the
American Journal of Preventive
Medicine. That amounts to “a
population economic burden of
nearly $3.6 trillion . . . over
victims’ lifetimes.”

Other statistics demonstrate
the breadth of the problem.
Almost one-third of women and
nearly 25 percent of men have
experienced “severe physical
violence” by an intimate partner
at some point in their lifetime,
according to the 2022 “National
Intimate Partner and Sexual
Violence Survey” published by
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. In 2023, about
10 percent of the 431,213 people
who contacted the Hotline
were male.

While the OPM guidance to

seems to me that it would be very
difficult to take time off.” Last
year, aWhite House report on a
“U.S. National Plan to End
Gender-Based Violence” (GBV)
endorsed forms of paid leave as
“important work-related policies
that may help prevent abuse and
assist survivors to address and
recover fromGBV.”

Katie Ray-Jones, CEO of the
National Domestic Violence
Hotline (which is funded by the
U.S. government) praised the
new policy. “I think it sets a
really good role model for the
rest of our country,” she said.

While “more andmore”
business and organizations, even
small ones, are developing
policies to support domestic
violence victims, intimate abuse
leave is “not incredibly common,”
she added, and even less so for
paid leave.

Yet, “the needs are vast,”
Ray-Jones continued. “So, it’s
important that employers have
opportunities in place to just
really ensure that victims don’t
have a financial impact.
Financial abuse is present in
almost 98 percent of abusive
relationships.” Examples of

officials. By email, the agency
said “safe leave,” its term for time
off for domestic abuse issues, “is
not a new type of leave
entitlement” for federal workers.
Instead, it uses existing leave
programs. The time off feds take
because of domestic abuse could
be paid or unpaid depending, in
OPM’s terms, on policies
“available to them that may
apply in situations involving safe
leave purposes.” Shriver’s memo
said OPM’s directive was needed
because “the leave system for
Federal employees was not
constructed with concepts of safe
leave in mind.”

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton
(D-D.C.) welcomed the
administration’s action, saying in
an interview that intimate abuse
leave for federal workers “should
have been granted some time
ago.” Citing the trauma of
domestic violence, she added
“the least that can be done, it
seems to me for federal
employees, is to allow them to
take time off . . . to address their
own safety and even the safety of
their family members.”

That leave, she said, should be
“of course with pay. Otherwise, it

enhanced support to federal
workers seeking safety and
recovering from domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, stalking, and other
related forms of abuse or
harassment, including
technological abuse.”

In amemorandum to
government leaders, Robert H.
Shriver III, OPM’s acting
director, said the Biden
administration “is committed to
supporting the safety of our
employees and providing them
flexibility to recover from
trauma, helping employees
remain in good standing in their
jobs to safeguard their financial
independence, rebuild, and heal.”

The leave may be used for a
variety of purposes, according to
OPM, including:

lSeekingmedical and
mental health treatment

lObtaining housing
lSecuring services for

domestic abuse survivors
lAttending court hearings

related to domestic violence,
including protective orders and
child custody.

OPM declined requests to
interview Shriver and other OPM

The revolting
video of Sean
“Diddy” Combs
hurling Cassie
Ventura, his
former girlfriend,
to the floor, then
kicking and
dragging her,
brutally
demonstrates the
need to protect

domestic abuse victims.
There are far toomany

Venturas, including in the
federal service.

Their pain can bemore than
physical and psychological. The
financial hit could be as severe as
Combs’s kicks, not just for the
person, but also for the public.
After CNN released a video of the
beating last week, Combs
acknowledged his actions, saying
in a statement that he was “truly
sorry.” But apologies, such as his,
do not make any pain disappear.

Recognizing this economic
reality and the various traumas
of domestic or intimate abuse,
two days before the video was
released the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) instructed
federal agencies “to provide

OPM instructs agencies to support domestic violence victims seeking time o≠

Federal
Insider
Joe
davidson

BY MATT VISER

Hunter Biden, in a trial sched-
uled to get underway in two
weeks, could face testimony from
his ex-wife and his brother’s wid-
ow,withwhomhebecameroman-
tically involved, according to new
filings from federal prosecutors
that illustrate just how messy the
seemingly simple court case could
turn.

The filings from special coun-
sel DavidWeiss provide awindow
into prosecutors’ plans and how
theymay reopen someof themost
painful moments in the Biden
family’s past, potentially embar-
rassingnot onlyHunterBidenbut
also a president whose political
career has long been defined by a
close-knit family that stuck to-
gether through difficult times.

In black and white, the court
papers detail the depth of family
members’ turmoil as they strug-
gled to grapple with the death of
President Biden’s oldest son,
Beau, in 2015, and the drug and
alcohol addiction of his younger
son, Hunter. The family divisions
were deepened when Hunter be-
gana romancewithBeau’swidow,
Hallie.

Hunter Biden has been
charged with falsely declaring —
on a form he was required to fill
out to buy a gun in 2018— that he
was not using illegal drugs. By
calling women close to Hunter
Biden as witnesses and introduc-
ing contemporaneous text mes-
sages, prosecutors appear to be
trying to prove he was in fact
abusing drugs at the timehe filled
out the form. Biden has admitted
he was using drugs at the time,
including in his memoir.

“I am afraid you are going to
die,” Hallie wrote to Hunter at a
timewhenhewas inpossession of
the gun, according to one of the
text messages entered into the
court record by prosecutors. Two
minutes later, she added: “And I
can’t live without you.”

Hunter Biden’s lawyers de-
clined to comment for this article.
Federal prosecutors also declined
to comment.

Hunter Biden has largely stabi-
lized his life, his friends and asso-
ciates say, having remarried and
relocated to California, but those
close to him and the president
worryabout the toll theupcoming
trial could take on someone who
has struggled with addiction for
much of his life. While he has
viewed the process of making
amends and admitting mistakes
as part of his recovery, the court
documents show just howpainful
some of that could be.

“I am not doing this. You have
to get sober for your 5 kids and
me,” Hallie Biden wrote in an-
other text message. “Bottom line.
Or you lose everyone slowly.”

Much about the case is not in
dispute. In Hunter Biden’s pub-
lishedmemoir,whichprosecutors
have submitted as evidence,
Hunter Biden described himself
as someone who was “up twenty-
four hours a day, smoking every
fifteen minutes, seven days a
week.”

“Allmy energy revolved around
smoking drugs and making ar-
rangements to buy drugs — feed-
ing the beast,” he wrote.

Prosecutors in their latest fil-
ings indicate that theywill use the
text messages to confirm and

flesh out details from the book,
such as one message in which
Hunter Biden describes waiting
for a drug dealer at an intersec-
tion in Wilmington, Del. “I was
sleeping on a car smoking crack
on 4th Street and Rodney,” he
wrote.

Prosecutors are also planning
to show images of drug parapher-
nalia and of Hunter Biden smok-
ing crack that were backed up on
his Apple iCloud account or his
laptop.

The case centers on a claim
Biden made, on the forms re-
quired to buy a gun on Oct. 12,
2018, that he was not addicted to
illegal drugs — when, the indict-
ment says, “he knew that state-
ment was false and fictitious.”

About two weeks after the pur-
chase of the gun, Hallie Biden
threw the weapon in a trash can
behind a grocery store that is
located across the street from a
high school. A man searching for
recyclables discovered the gun
and turned it in.

“You have lost yourmind hunt-
er,” Hallie Biden wrote to Hunter
Biden in one of the text messages.
“I’m sorry I handled it poorly
today but you are in huge denial
about yourself and about that re-
ality that I just want you safe. You
run away like a child … It’s to be
expected that you go, you prove
repeatedly that you can’t stay and
really do work on yourself. It’s
easier for you to avoid looking
within and cowardly to constant-
ly point the blame onme.”

Barbara McQuade, a law pro-
fessor at the University of Michi-

gan and a former U.S. attorney,
said that the case was fairly
straightforward and that it was
unclear why prosecutors would
include so much detail in a filing
so close to the trial.

“If Weiss wanted to pressure
Biden, he certainly could have
shared all of this information
with Biden’s attorneys without
filing it in a public document,” she
wrote in an email. “Not sure what
he is accomplishing by filing it
publicly, other than perhaps
prompting the witnesses to urge
Biden to plead guilty.”

Still, prosecutors may face
challenges at trial. Hunter Biden’s
team is likely to argue that pros-
ecutors rarely pursue someone
for such a minor violation unless
it is tied to amore serious crime.

Defense lawyers also could cite
a recent revelation in court docu-
ments that at the time of the gun
purchase, the store workersmade
copies of Hunter Biden’s passport
butdidnotdocumentviewingany
ID with an address as required.
Three years later, when the case
became more controversial and
officials asked for the original
form, the shop owner decided to
add more information to suggest
he had also checked Hunter’s car
registration.

The defense team could argue
that this calls into question the
validity of the original form, and
therefore the seriousnessofHunt-
er Biden’s offense if he lied on it.

If he is convicted, the maxi-
mum sentence for the most seri-
ous crime in the indictment
would be 10 years in prison, al-

thoughheprobablywould face far
less time under federal sentenc-
ing guidelines. Prosecutors and
Hunter Biden’s teamwere close to
a plea deal a year ago, but it
collapsed when the two sides
could not agree on whether it
would preclude future charges
against Hunter.

HunterBidenandhis attorneys
for months have attempted to
delay the trial, as well as a sepa-
rate tax evasion case inCalifornia.
Weiss, who is overseeing both
prosecutions, has vigorously ob-
jected to the delays.

U.S. District Judge Maryellen
Noreika,who ispresidingover the
gun case in Delaware, has set an
opening day of June 3. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Mark C. Scarsi, the
judge in California, has indicated
that the tax case will get under-
way on June 20, although there is
a hearing onWednesday to deter-
mine whether it should be de-
layed.

Weiss’s team has also entered a
significant amount of sensitive
material in the California case,
according to recent government
filings. It includes emails and
texts between Hunter Biden and
his children and his uncle, docu-
ments from his divorce case with
Kathleen Buhle, and tax forms
fromHallie Biden.

But it is the live witnesses in
Delaware who may get the most
attention. The court documents
do not name them, but provide
descriptions that make it clear
who they are.

Buhle, who divorced Hunter
Biden inApril 2017, is describedas
someone who “was previously
married to the defendant.” After
their divorce, it says, “through
2018 she would check his vehicle
from time to time because she did
not want their children in a vehi-
cle with drugs.”

“While searching his vehicles,
she found drugs or paraphernalia
on approximately a dozen occa-
sions, which she discarded in a
trash can,” the court filing states.
“She is corroborated by a text
message exchangewith thedefen-
dant, in which she tells the defen-
dant on March 9, 2018, ‘I also

found a few crack pipes. I took
them out because our daughter
was driving the car.’”

Hallie Biden is described as
having observed Hunter Biden
“using drugs on multiple occa-
sions.” She said that whenHunter
Biden stayed at her home in the
fall of 2018, she and her children
— Hunter’s niece and nephew —
“searched his bags, backpacks,
and vehicle in an effort to help
him get sober, and discovered
drug paraphernalia and drugs in
his possessions on multiple occa-
sions.”

Anotherwitness is described as
having previously been in a ro-
mantic relationship with Hunter
Biden and having observed him
“using crack cocaine frequently—
every 20 minutes except when he
slept.” Some of that description
fits Lunden Roberts, an Arkansas
womanwith whomHunter Biden
had a child. An attorney for Rob-
erts did not return a message on
Tuesday.

Buhle andHallie Biden also did
not respond to emails seeking
comment.

The recent court filing includes
75 pages of texts and emails that
government prosecutors say they
will use during the case.

But Hunter Biden publicly de-
scribes himself as a recovering
addict andhas not been shy about
admitting his drug use.

“I’m a liar and a thief and a
blamer and a user and I’m delu-
sional and an addict unlike be-
yond and above all other addicts
that you know and I’ve ruined
every relationship I’ve ever cher-
ished,” Hunter Biden wrote in a
Nov. 3, 2018 message to Hallie
Biden, according to the court fil-
ing.

A few weeks later, he conceded
that he was struggling to escape
his addiction while in his home
state, apparently alluding to his
long history, memories good and
bad, and numerous connections
there.

“What’s the worst place for me
to be trying to stay clean?” he
wrote. “Delaware.”

Perry Stein contributed to this report.

Hunter Bidenmay face deeply painful evidence at trial
Prosecutors expect to call
ex-wife, brother’s widow
to document drug abuse

MaTT roUrke/aP

Prosecutors are planning to present testimony fromHunter Biden’s ex-wife and his brother’s widow detailing his drug addiction. Hunter
Biden is facing a June trial in Delaware on charges of falsely declaring that he was not using drugs on a form to buy a gun.

The Washington Post is committed to
correcting errors that appear in the
newspaper. Those interested in
contacting the paper for that purpose
can:

Email: corrections@washpost.com.

call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be
connected to the desk involved —
National, Foreign, Metro, Style, Sports,
Business or any of the weekly sections.
Comments can be directed to The
Post’s reader advocate, who can be
reached at 202-334-7582 or
readers@washpost.com.

“If Weiss wanted to pressure Biden, he certainly
could have shared all of this information with

Biden’s attorneys without filing it
in a public document.”

Barbara McQuade, University of Michigan law professor
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BY SCOTT DANCE

The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration 
warned Thursday that the Unit-
ed States could face one of its 
worst hurricane seasons in two 
decades as the agency issued its 
most aggressive outlook ever.

Government meteorologists 
predicted 17 to 25 tropical storms 
and said eight to 13 of them are 
likely to become hurricanes, in-
cluding four to seven “major” 
hurricanes. 

The forecast underscores how 
record-hot ocean temperatures 
have increased the risk of de-
structive weather.

“This season is looking to be 
an extraordinary one,” NOAA 
Administrator Rick Spinrad said.

Tropical activity could outpace 
even a record flurry of storms in 
2005, perhaps starting earlier 
and persisting even longer. That 
May, warm waters across the 
tropical Atlantic Ocean prompt-
ed warnings of an active hurri-
cane season, but the season ex-
ceeded all expectations with a 
record-smashing 28 storms and 
seven major hurricanes, includ-
ing Hurricane Katrina.

Now, tropical Atlantic waters 
are “dramatically” hotter than 
they were 19 years ago, NOAA’s 
lead hurricane season forecaster 
Matthew Rosencrans said — al-
ready as warm as they would be 
in a typical August. And cyclones 
are intensifying about three 
times faster than they did dec-
ades ago as they approach the 
coast, according to new research.

The trends are largely the 
consequence of an atmospheric 
blanket of human-emitted green-
house gases warming the planet. 
Evidence of the increasing hurri-
cane risk has mounted with each 
monster storm that analyses 
show were juiced by global 
warming.

Adding to storm risks this year 

is a natural planetary shift 
known to make conditions more 
ripe for tropical Atlantic activity, 
from a fading El Niño climate 
pattern to La Niña by the heart of 
hurricane season. A similar shift 
occurred over the record-setting 
2005 hurricane season.

The NOAA forecast aligns with 
several others from meteorolo-
gists who see alarming signs in 
the tropical Atlantic.

A forecast issued by Colorado 
State University last month 
warned of as many as two dozen 
tropical storms and as many as 
five major hurricanes, many of 
which meteorologists said could 
be long-lived. Britain’s Met Office 
on Wednesday predicted 22 trop-
ical storms, with potential for as 
many as a record-tying 28.

Most ominous of all is the 
forecast from scientists at the 
University of Pennsylvania, who 
are calling for a record 33 named 
storms.

Prime storm conditions 
Tropical systems earn a name 

from rotating annual lists — this 
year’s goes from Alberto to Wil-
liam — once they develop rapid 
rotation around a low-pressure 
center, with sustained winds of 
at least 39 mph. They become 
hurricanes once those winds 
reach at least 74 mph, and are 
considered major storms when 
the winds exceed 110 mph.

Hurricane season begins June 
1, and by the typical heart of the 
season in August and September, 
conditions are forecast to be 
prime for such systems to inten-
sify.

Given how warm the Atlantic 
is this spring — with global ocean 

surface waters having run a fever 
of record-setting average heat for 
more than a year — simple 
physics suggests it will remain 
warmer than normal for many 
months to come. It takes water 
much longer than land to warm 
and cool.

Across the tropical Atlantic 
zone in which storms develop, 
average surface temperatures 
are running 1 to 2 degrees Celsius 
(1.8 to 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) 
above normal, Rosencrans said. 
Warmer water means more en-
ergy for tropical storms to feed 
off and unleash.

And the expectation of a bud-
ding La Niña pattern by late 
summer or early fall means at-
mospheric patterns will prob-
ably be conducive for storms to 
organize into tightly spinning 
systems with defined eyes and 
violent surrounding winds in 
what are known as eyewalls.

When La Niña is in place, 
marked by cooler-than-normal 
waters across the central and 
eastern Pacific Ocean, atmos-
pheric circulation patterns tend 
to reduce what is known as wind 
shear. When wind shear is low, it 
means there is relatively little 
difference in wind speeds and 
directions at varying altitudes, 
which helps tropical storms spin 
up and organize.

“All the ingredients are defi-
nitely in place to have an active 
season,” National Weather Serv-
ice Director Ken Graham said.

Magnified by climate change
The conditions are expected to 

magnify the background effect 
that rising global temperatures 
are having on tropical cyclones 
in the Atlantic.

A growing body of research on 
storms has shown that they are 
becoming increasingly intense 
by many measures, a trend punc-
tuated by a period in which seven 
major hurricanes hit the United 
States within six years.

Warming is allowing major 
storms to form significantly ear-
lier during hurricane season, and 
also encouraging more to under-
go rapid intensification more 
frequently in parts of the Atlan-
tic basin such as the western 
Caribbean Sea.

A study found that a growing 
number of tropical cyclones 
around the world have under-
gone what researchers called “ex-
treme” rapid intensification, 
with their maximum sustained 
winds increasing by 57 mph or 
more within a 24-hour period.

Some storms in recent years 
have so stretched the bounds of 
the five-step Saffir-Simpson scale 
of hurricane intensity that two 
prominent meteorologists re-
cently suggested a Category 6 
label could be worth consider-
ing.

Now, there is evidence that 
storms are intensifying faster as 
they near U.S. shores, as well as 
coastal East Asia, according to a 
study published this month.

The researchers found that 
coastal storms’ wind speeds in-
tensified by an average of about 
0.4 mph every six hours as they 
approached the coast from 1979 
to 2000. But from 2000 to 2020, 
that happened more than three 
times quicker, at a rate of 1.3 mph 
every six hours.

Along the U.S. coastline, re-
searchers believe that is because 
of decreasing wind shear and 
because of increasing relative 
humidity as land warms faster 
than oceans.

Karthik Balaguru, a climate 
and data scientist at the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory 
and the study’s lead author, said 
the trends could translate to 
heightened coastal dangers this 
year given how favorable the 
environment is likely to be for 
tropical storm development.

“The ones that form could get 
strong if these conditions per-
sist,” he said.

Even in a quiet season, the 
most powerful storms can inten-
sify so quickly that communities 
might have only two days’ warn-
ing before a major hurricane 
hits, Graham said. NOAA and 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency officials urged residents 
to begin preparing for storms 
now — considering evacuation 
routes, medical needs and even 
pet safety — or else risk being 
caught off guard or perhaps 
stuck in heavy traffic on evacua-
tion routes.

“You can’t wait until the storm 
surfaces because then you may 
not have the time,” Graham said. 
“You’ve got to be ready.”

Hurricane season 
predicted to be    
especially severe   
NOAA forecast stresses a 
warm ocean is elevating 
the risk for major storms       

Tropical Atlantic waters 
are “dramatically” 

hotter than they were 
19 years ago, NOAA 

lead hurricane season 
forecaster Matthew 

Rosencrans said.

BY MAXINE JOSELOW

For years, oil refineries across 
the country have pumped out dan-
gerous levels of benzene, a toxic 
chemical that can cause leukemia 
and other blood cancers.

But in a rare example of envi-
ronmental progress, benzene 
emissions from nearly all of those 
refineries have recently plummet-
ed due to strong federal regula-
tions and oversight, according to a 
new analysis by a watchdog group.

In 2015, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency finalized a rule 
that requires refineries to contin-
ually monitor benzene emissions 
along their property boundaries, 
or their fence lines. If refineries 
exceed the EPA’s “action level” of 9 
micrograms per cubic meter on an 
annual average basis, they must 
find and fix benzene leaks from 
storage tanks and other infra-
structure.

The regulation appears to be 
working and protecting hundreds 
of communities near refineries, 
with the exception of a few areas 
along the Gulf Coast, according to 
the Environmental Integrity Proj-
ect, a watchdog group that ana-
lyzed EPA data.

Only six of the 115 refineries in 
the country had average annual 
benzene levels exceeding the EPA’s 
action level last year, according to 
the analysis. That figure fell from 
nine at the end of 2022, 11 in 2021 
and 12 in 2020, the group found.

“It’s a big improvement, and 
benzene is especially nasty,” said 
Eric Schaeffer, executive director 
of the Environmental Integrity 
Project and a former senior EPA 
enforcement official.

Short-term exposure to high 
concentrations of benzene, a 
sweet-smelling chemical found in 
gasoline and other petroleum 
products, can cause headaches, 
dizziness and unconsciousness. 
Long-term exposure has been 
linked to a higher risk of cancer, 
especially leukemia and other 
cancers that affect the blood and 
bone marrow.

For Schaeffer, whose group has 
been largely critical of the EPA’s 
decisions under both Republican 
and Democratic presidents, the 
findings offer a rare opportunity 
to compliment the agency.

“We complain a lot,” he said, 
laughing. “It’s our job to point out 
problems that need attention … 
but we wanted to recognize a posi-
tive trend.”

David Uhlmann, who leads the 
EPA’s Office of Enforcement and 
Compliance Assurance, said the 
federally mandated fence-line 
monitoring of benzene emissions 
has been a “game changer.”

“It shines a bright light on facili-
ties that are emitting more ben-
zene than they’re allowed to,” he 
said in an interview. “And sun-
shine is the best disinfectant.”

Uhlmann, who became the 
EPA’s top cop in August, said the 
Biden administration has priori-
tized reductions in benzene pollu-
tion as part of its commitment to 
environmental justice.

“In the last administration, 
there was a reluctance by the polit-
ical leadership to pursue viola-

tions at oil and gas facilities,” he 
said. “And we’ve corrected for that 
over the last three years.”

Some refineries have seen con-
sistent year-over-year decreases in 
benzene levels, the data shows. At 
HF Sinclair’s Navajo Refinery in 
Artesia, N.M., the benzene concen-
tration fell from 25.8 micrograms 
per cubic meter in 2019 to 11.3 in 
2020, 8.2 in 2021, 2.3 in 2022, and 2 
in 2023.

The decline could curb cancer 
risks in disadvantaged communi-
ties near the refinery. The facility 
is blocks away from an elementary 
school and residential neighbor-
hoods, where half of residents live 
below the poverty line and rough-
ly three-quarters are Latino.

However, the news isn’t all posi-
tive along the Gulf Coast, a major 
hub for oil and gas production. Of 
the six refineries that surpassed 
the EPA’s limit last year, four were 
along the Gulf Coast, with two in 
Texas and two in Louisiana.

Texas had some of the worst 
offenders. At TotalEnergies’ Port 
Arthur Refinery in Port Arthur, 
Tex., benzene concentrations ex-
ceeded the EPA’s action level in 
every reporting period since mon-
itoring began in January 2019. 
And at the Pemex Deer Park Refin-
ery east of Houston, benzene pol-
lution has been rising and reached 
nearly twice the EPA’s limit at the 
end of last year.

While the overall drop in ben-
zene pollution is encouraging, the 
data shows that “there is still work 
to be done, especially in Texas,” 
said Anthony D’Souza, research 
and policy coordinator at Air Alli-
ance Houston, a nonprofit advoca-
cy group.

“Some of these polluters are so 
close to residences, schools, parks 
and churches,” D’Souza added. 
“For people who live in these ar-
eas, it’s a chronic burden.”

Late last year, The Washington 
Post reported on people living 
near Gulf Coast refineries that ex-
ceeded safe levels of benzene and 
other pollutants. Some of those 
residents and environmental ad-
vocates criticized the EPA’s Region 
6 office, which covers Texas, Loui-
siana and three adjoining states, 
as being far too lenient when en-
suring that state regulators en-
force environmental laws.

Yet even then, the Region 6 
office was starting to act. This past 
fall, the office notified TotalEner-
gies that the Port Arthur Refinery 
had violated the Clean Air Act, 
according to a notice of violation 
obtained by The Post.

In the notice, EPA officials 
wrote that TotalEnergies had 
failed to promptly alert the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality of a benzene leak at the 
facility in May 2022. The company 
did not do so until 113 days after 
the incident and one day after an 
EPA inspection of the facility, ac-
cording to the notice.

The EPA also conducted an in-
spection of the Deer Park Refinery 
on April 16, said agency spokes-
man Jeff Landis. The air monitors 
appeared to be too far from the 
facility’s fence line, meaning the 
benzene concentrations may have 
been even higher than official rec-
ords suggest, said an EPA staffer 
involved in the inspection who 
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity because he was not authorized 
to comment publicly.

TotalEnergies, the French oil gi-
ant, and Pemex, the Mexican state-
owned petroleum company that 

acquired full ownership of the 
Deer Park Refinery in 2022, did 
not respond to requests for com-
ment.

While the 2015 regulations fo-
cused on oil refineries, the EPA 
recently cracked down on toxic 
pollution from chemical plants. In 
April, the agency finalized a rule 
that will require roughly 200 
chemical plants to monitor and 
reduce emissions of benzene, eth-
ylene oxide and other pollutants 
linked to increased cancer risk.

In addition, the EPA and the 
Justice Department announced 
Tuesday that the petrochemical 
company TPC Group has agreed to 
pay more than $30 million in 
criminal fines and civil penalties 

related to 2019 explosions at its 
facility in Port Neches, Tex. The 
explosions injured at least three 
workers, prompted evacuation or-
ders for more than 50,000 people 
and sent a plume of smoke stretch-
ing for miles.

“TPC Group sincerely regrets 
the damage and disruption caused 
by the November 2019 incident at 
our Port Neches facility,” spokes-
woman Sara Cronin said in an 
email. In the more than four years 
since the explosions, the company 
has invested millions of dollars in 
safety initiatives, Cronin said, 
adding that “we continue to work 
every day to be a positive part of 
the communities in which we op-
erate.”

Oil refineries’ cancer-causing pollution falls 

gregory Bull/aP

A flame burns at the Shell Deer Park oil refinery in Deer Park, Tex., in 2017. Pemex has owned the refinery, a major benzene emitter, since 
2022. Although benzene pollution from refineries fell nationally, four facilities in Gulf Coast states surpassed the EPA limit last year. 

Federal regulation leads 
to drop-off in benzene 

emissions, analysis finds  

Marie D. De Jesús/aP

Smoke from an explosion at the TPC Group plant in Port Neches, 
Tex., in 2019. TPC will pay over $30 million in fines and penalties. 
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BY VICTORIA BISSET

former president Donald 
Trump suggested that Nikki Ha-
ley would have a place on his 
team “in some form” — in what 
appeared to be his first public 
response to his former republi-
can presidential rival’s an-
nouncement that she will vote for 
him.

Trump, in an interview with 
News 12 New York after a Bronx 
campaign rally Thursday, was 
asked about the recent com-
ments from Haley, who was U.N. 
ambassador under Trump, and 
whether there would be room for 
her on his team or even his 
ticket.

“Well, I think she’s going to be 
on our team because we have a lot 
of the same ideas, the same 
thoughts — I appreciated what 
she said,” Trump responded.

“You know we had a nasty 
campaign, it was pretty nasty,” he 
continued. “But she’s a very capa-
ble person, and I’m sure she’s 
going to be on our team in some 
form, absolutely.”

Haley’s team could not im-
mediately be reached for com-
ment early friday.

Earlier this week, in Haley’s 
first public appearance since sus-
pending her 2024 campaign, Ha-
ley said Trump should not take 
her supporters’ votes for grant-
ed.

“I will be voting for Trump. 
Having said that, I stand by what 

I said in my suspension speech,” 
she said Wednesday. “Trump 
would be smart to reach out to 
the millions of people who voted 

for me and continue to support 
me and not assume that they’re 
just going to be with him. And I 
genuinely hope he does.”

Trump “has not been perfect” 
on many key issues, she said, but 
President Biden “has been a ca-
tastrophe.”

Haley, who had been the only 
woman in the GoP contest and 
Trump’s final major rival for the 
republican nomination, with-

drew in early march, but stopped 
short of endorsing the former 
president.

Trump launched racially 
charged attacks against Haley as 
they faced off in the republican 
primaries and mocked her hus-
band, a member of the military 
who was deployed overseas. 

Haley questioned Trump’s 
mental fitness — and whether he 
was fit for office. In february, she 
said in an NBC interview that 
Trump “is not the same person 
he was in 2016” — calling him 
“unhinged” and “more dimin-
ished.”

Haley’s campaign suspension 
cleared the way for Trump to 
become the presumptive repub-
lican nominee against Biden.

Trump, in the same interview 
Thursday, was also asked to share 
his top three contenders for run-
ning mate.

“Well we have so many, I don’t 
want to do that,” he said, before 
citing retired neurosurgeon and 
former Housing and Urban De-
velopment secretary Ben Carson, 
Sen. marco rubio (r-fla.), Sen. 
J.D. Vance (r-ohio), and saying 
that the House republican Con-
ference chair, rep. Elise Stefanik 
(r-N.Y.), “is doing a fantastic 
job.”

“But I could go on for quite a 
long time,” Trump said, adding 
that a decision would probably 
come during the republican Na-
tional Convention, which takes 
place in milwaukee in July.

Trump suggests ex-rival Haley will be a part of his team ‘in some form’
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Nikki Haley makes a campaign stop at the Keene Country Club on Jan. 20 in Keene, N.H. Haley, who dropped out of the Republican 
contest in early March, announced she would vote for donald Trump, but that he shouldn’t take her supporters’ votes for granted.

practice, first reported by The 
Washington Post in 2022, of giv-
ing gun sellers wide latitude to 
knowingly break its rules against 
selling firearms on its websites. 
The company has allowed buyers 
and sellers to violate the rule 10 
times before they are kicked off, 
The Post reported.

meta’s penalties for firearm 
sales were more lenient than for 
users who posted child pornogra-
phy, which is illegal, or terrorism 
imagery, which prompts immedi-
ate removal from the platform.

meta has over the years also 
come under criticism for allow-
ing the sale of guns directly on its 
platform. After the 2o12 Sandy 
Hook shooting, a coalition of 
activist groups, including the 
parents of the slain students, 
pushed meta, then called face-
book, to limit sales of gun on its 
platform. Then-New York Attor-
ney General Eric Schneiderman 
later alleged the company was 
allowing people to evade laws 
requiring a background check in 
many states. By 2016, the compa-
ny had banned peer-to-peer fire-
arm sales as well as the sale of 
ammunition and parts.

Since then, media outlets have 
routinely found that sellers can 
easily evade those bans in dedi-
cated facebook groups or on 
facebook marketplace, the com-
pany’s classified services.

much of the new Uvalde law-
suit against meta echoes some of 
the complaints by dozens of state 
attorneys general and school dis-
tricts that have accused the tech 
giant of using manipulative prac-
tices to hook children on its 
platforms while exposing them to 
harmful content.

The Uvalde families are likely 
to encounter significant hurdles 
in each of the new lawsuits they 
are filing. Their legal strategy 
revolves around a Texas statute 
that makes it illegal to offer to sell 
a firearm to a minor. But the state 
vigorously defends its state law 
enforcers and gunmakers.

The legal team’s past victory 
bears little resemblance to the 
fight ahead of it, said UCLA law 
professor Adam Winkler, a Sec-
ond Amendment expert. reming-
ton is not Daniel Defense, which 
has no incentive to back down or 
settle, lest it face boycotts from 
the rest of the industry, he said.

“You’re talking about one of 
the ideological stalwarts of the 
gun rights movement,” Winkler 
said. “They are a small outfit but 
they played a leading role.”

But the families may have new 
reason for optimism in their cas-
es against meta and Activision. A 
New York judge has allowed a 
case brought by families affected 
by the Tops supermarket shoot-
ing in Buffalo, to hold several 
social media companies’ algo-
rithms responsible for radicaliz-
ing the shooter, to move forward 
toward discovery.

“Whatever advantages the gun 
industry has through the federal 
immunity law, it’s not a blanket 
get-out-of-jail-free card,” Winkler 
said. “When companies make de-
cisions to market particularly 
dangerous products or use mar-
keting tactics that encourage par-
ticularly troubled young men to 
commit heinous acts, the victims 
of those heinous acts have the 
opportunity to try to hold them 
accountable.”

“Daniel Defense’s marketing 
strategy is to be the company 
where adolescents get their first 
gun at 18,” Koskoff said.

The lawsuit alleges that meta, 
which owns Instagram, easily 
allows gun manufacturers like 
Daniel Defense to circumvent its 
ban on paid firearm advertise-
ments to reach scores of young 
people. Under meta’s rules, gun-
makers are not allowed to buy 
advertisements promoting the 
sale of or use of weapons, ammu-
nition or explosives. But gunmak-
ers are free to post promotional 
material about weapons from 
their own account pages on face-
book and Instagram — a freedom 
the lawsuit alleges Daniel De-
fense often exploited.

According to the complaint, 
the robb school shooter down-
loaded a version of “Call of Duty: 
modern Warfare” in November 
2021 that featured on the open-
ing title page the DDm4V7 model 
rifle ramos would later pur-
chase. Drawing from the shoot-
er’s social media accounts, Ko-
skoff argued he was being bom-
barded with explicit marketing 
and combat imagery from the 
company on Instagram.

The lawsuit cites an image 
Daniel Defense posted on Insta-
gram of soldiers on patrol, with 
no animal in sight, and a caption 
that reads: “Hunters Hunt.” In 
another post, Daniel Defense 
shared an image of one of its 
rifles sporting a configuration it 
said was “totally murdered out,” 
according to the lawsuit. Daniel 
Defense still runs its accounts on 
Instagram and facebook, where 
the company continues to rou-
tinely post images of its guns.

Such leniency is part of a 
broader pattern by meta to treat 
firearm sellers with a light touch, 
the lawsuit alleges.

The complaint cites meta’s 

out mass shooters,” the lawsuit 
states.

research shows that there is 
some correlation between play-
ing violent video games and ex-
hibiting more aggressive behav-
iors, but there is little evidence 
that the games lead to violent 
crime such as mass shootings, 
said David Dupee, a chief psychi-
atry resident at Stanford Health. 

“The evidence definitely sup-
ports guns being the issue far 
more … than it does to violent 
video games,” said Dupee, who 
researched the topic while work-
ing for Stanford’s Brainstorm 
Lab. “We’re not the only society 
that has a large utilization of 

violent video games, but we are 
the main modern society that has 
ready access to firearms.”

In the filings, Koskoff laid out 
what is perhaps the most detailed 
narrative yet of the forces that 
may have shaped ramos’s deci-
sion to buy the powerful rifle he 
used to slaughter children on 
may 24, 2022.

The families allege in court 
that while ramos was still 17, he 
put the gun in an online shop-
ping cart. The lawyers contend 
that when he didn’t immediately 
proceed in purchasing the Ar-15-
style rifle, Daniel Defense saw it 
as an opportunity, emailing ra-
mos a targeted offer and telling 
him the weapon was “ready” for 
him.

shady marketing practices, they 
fear the spotlight.”

Before it could go further, the 
insurers settled. The case provid-
ed a road map for future civil 
litigation, some experts said.

“I think it opened a lot of eyes 
that maybe PLCAA [the Protec-
tion of Lawful Commerce in 
Arms Act] wasn’t the brick wall 
we all thought it was,” said Adam 
Skaggs, vice president and chief 
counsel of the Giffords Law Cen-
ter, which fights for laws to end 
gun violence. “Clearly, it’s not 
impossible and that kind of 
changed the game.”

Several state legislatures, in-
cluding California and Hawaii, 

passed consumer safety laws spe-
cific to the sale and marketing of 
firearms that would open the 
industry to more civil liability. 
Texas is not one of them. But it’s 
just one vein in the three-
pronged legal push by Uvalde 
families.

The lawsuit against Activision 
and meta, which is being filed in 
California, accuses the tech com-
panies of knowingly promoting 
dangerous weapons to millions 
of vulnerable young people, par-
ticularly young men who are 
“insecure about their masculini-
ty, often bullied, eager to show 
strength and assert dominance.”

“To put a finer point on it: 
Defendants are chewing up alien-
ated teenage boys and spitting 

“horrendous and heartbreaking” 
shooting. But they said: “millions 
of people around the world enjoy 
video games without turning to 
horrific acts.”

meta and Daniel Defense did 
not respond to requests for com-
ment.

In the years since the 2012 
shooting in Koskoff ’s home state 
of Connecticut, his firm has been 
working closely with the victims 
of mass shootings across the 
country. In the case against rem-
ington, the then-manufacturer of 
the Bushmaster rifle used in the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting, Koskoff ’s team man-
aged to find a loophole around 
the federal immunity law shield-
ing the gun industry from most 
tort litigation.

only one other industry — 
online platforms such as face-
book’s parent company — enjoys 
the same kind of legal protection 
from liability that firearms man-
ufacturers lobbied for and won 
from Congress in 2005.

Koskoff ’s challenge was ex-
pected to fail. But he argued that 
the gunmaker violated a state 
statute, specifically consumer 
protection laws outlawing un-
scrupulous marketing. The state 
Supreme Court allowed the case 
to move forward, granting Ko-
skoff that most precious of gifts 
to an attorney: discovery.

Internal documents and com-
munications demonstrated the 
questionable tactics the compa-
ny, which was in bankruptcy at 
the time, used to sell its firearms.

“The families refused to settle 
and wanted to release the discov-
ery results they achieved,” 
Georgetown University law pro-
fessor Heidi Li feldman said. 
“That’s the power of discovery, to 
open up all these companies to 
more litigation. When product 
manufacturers are involved in 

 ramos. The lawsuits allege meta 
and Activision “knowingly ex-
posed the Shooter to the weapon, 
conditioned him to see it as the 
solution to his problems, and 
trained him to use it.”

“over the last 15 years, two of 
America’s largest technology 
companies — Defendants Activi-
sion and meta — have partnered 
with the firearms industry in a 
scheme that makes the Joe Camel 
campaign look laughably harm-
less, even quaint,” the complaint 
states.

The lawsuits are part of an 
intensifying quest for account-
ability by Uvalde victims’ rela-
tives through the civil courts. 
Nineteen students and two 
teachers were killed in the attack, 
one of the deadliest school shoot-
ings in U.S. history. Law enforce-
ment officers waited 77 minutes 
to enter the classroom and kill 
the gunman.

“The truth is that the gun 
industry and Daniel Defense 
didn’t act alone. They couldn’t 
have reached this kid but for 
Instagram,” attorney Josh Ko-
skoff said of the shooter. “They 
couldn’t expose him to the dop-
amine loop of virtually killing a 
person. That’s what Call of Duty 
does.”

 This week, Koskoff announced 
his clients had reached a $2 
million insurance payout with 
the city of Uvalde, which agreed 
to reforms to improve its police 
department. The city also agreed 
to establish may 24 as an annual 
day of remembrance, make im-
provements to the local cemetery, 
work with them on plans for a 
permanent memorial and offer 
continued support for children’s 
mental health.

on Wednesday, Uvalde fami-
lies filed a new lawsuit against 92 
members of the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, including 
state troopers and Texas rangers 
who responded to the scene. 
Victims’ families are upset that 
relatively few officers have lost 
their jobs, despite the long delay 
in entering the classroom. The 
DPS director, Col. Steve mcCraw, 
remains the state’s top cop de-
spite promises to resign if his 
agency were found to be culpa-
ble.

In January, the Justice Depart-
ment released a damning 575-
page catalogue of confusion, lack 
of courage and their deadly con-
sequences. Attorney General 
merrick Garland said that “lives 
would have been saved” if officers 
had responded quickly.

The new lawsuits against po-
lice, the firearms manufacturer, 
the online gaming publisher and 
the social media company at-
tempt to close the accountability 
gap left open by authorities, at-
torneys said. Koskoff, the medi-
cal-malpractice and personal-in-
jury lawyer who won a $73 mil-
lion settlement on behalf of the 
Newtown, Conn., families in 
2022, said Wednesday in Uvalde 
that his clients are still waiting 
for answers.

“What is enabling these school 
shooters or any shooter?” he said. 
The children “were failed long 
before the shooting.”

In a statement, Activision ex-
pressed sympathy to the families 
and communities affected by the 
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Uvalde families’ lawsuits cite Meta, gunmaker, Call of Duty
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Families of the victims of the Robb Elementary School shooting listen to attorney Josh Koskoff during a news conference Wednesday  in 
Uvalde, Tex. The families of the victims are suing nearly 100 state police officers over their response.

“[Daniel Defense]  couldn’t have reached this kid 
but for Instagram. They couldn’t expose him 

to the dopamine loop of virtually killing a person. 
That’s what Call of Duty does.” 

Josh Koskoff, attorney for Uvalde parents
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more personal.”
from may through the begin-

ning of August, about 200 Scout 
staffers operate the reservation. 
The rest of the year, only two 
people are there full time.

The lake is less than a mile 
above the spot where the Little 
Calfpasture and the Calfpasture 
converge to form the maury. In 
1985, a storm caused catastrophic 
floods that wiped out a section of 
route 39 along the river that took 
a year to rebuild. But the current 
spate of problems dates to 1992, 
according to a timeline provided 
by the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality.

That year, a fish kill on the short 
stretch of the Little Calfpasture 
below the lake was attributed to 
the Scouts’ releasing water 
through a drain at the bottom of 
the dam, sending a massive slug of 
sediment downstream. The state 
issued a notice of violation and 
required the Scouts to make 
changes to the dam and its man-
agement.

The Little Calfpasture was still 
“severely impaired” several years 
later, so the state ordered the 
Scouts to keep the lake full except 
during times of emergency. In 
2004, the Scouts started lowering 
the lake again every fall; the state 

stepped in and told them to stop. 
Back and forth it went, with vary-
ing levels of compliance, until 
2014, when the state decided the 
Little Calfpasture was gradually 
improving and lifted its sanc-
tions.

Later that same year, county 
conservation officers began com-
plaining that the problems had 
started again. But because the 
sanctions were lifted, the state 
had no authority to enforce 
change. Every fall, the Scouts 
would drain the lake and sedi-
ment would flow into the maury. 
By 2023, a study by a scientist at 
James madison University found 
that the Little Calfpasture is so 
choked with silt that little can live 
there, placing it in the bottom 15 
percent of waterways statewide — 
worse than some urban streams.

residents say the silt also de-
grades the maury over time. John 
Pancake, 76, spent his whole life 
visiting the spot in the Goshen 
Pass where his home now stands. 
What used to be a clean stretch of 
boulders and water, charted by his 
grandmother 100 years ago, is 
now narrowed by earth and vege-
tation, with sycamores growing to 
the water’s edge.

The murkiness is often visible 
through the city of Lexington and 

miles beyond, residents say. But 
because that’s usually during the 
winter months, it has less direct 
impact on maury life. That 
changed last year, when the early 
drawdown caught everyone off 
guard.

Keck said the Scouts drained 
the lake in August to prepare for 
dredging under a federal grant. 
But once the lake was down and 
mud flats exposed, the Scouts 
couldn’t get approval from the 
U.S. fish and Wildlife Service to 
dump the dredging spoils because 
the designated deposit area was 
home to an endangered bat, he 
said. So the mud flat sat for weeks, 
washing into the maury.

Like any dammed body of wa-
ter, the lake traps sediment — 
from fine silt to “tires or cows or 
trees. At some point we have to 
clean all of that out,” Keck said. 
That’s the primary reason they 
lower the lake every year. In addi-
tion, the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and recreation 
(DCr), which oversees dam safety, 
wants the Scouts to ensure that an 
emergency gate at the base of the 
dam is operable so water can be 
released in a storm or flood.

The dam is 38 feet high and 
mostly earthen, with a concrete 
channel in the center featuring 10 

gates that can be opened or 
closed, plus the emergency gate 
below like the drain in a bathtub. 
maintaining the emergency gate 
means opening it every year, 
which releases fine silt down-
stream, Keck said.

In a statement to The Washing-
ton Post, a spokesman for the DCr 
said the “gate tests are brief and 
will not lead to any significant 
drawdown of a reservoir.”

The state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality would like that 
gate kept closed at all times and 
the lake to remain full. “All the 
data show that if it’s kept at full 
pool you see much less sediment 
downstream. That’s best for the 
river. But if you have to draw it 
down, minimize the time and 
depth,” said Nesha mcrae of the 
department’s Valley regional of-
fice in Harrisonburg, who has 
spent years working on the river.

But the state’s authority to en-
force water quality is limited. Un-
like the fish kill of 1992, there is no 
single catastrophic event to pe-
nalize. And because the sediment 
coming into the lake is considered 
“non point source,” or originating 
from a general environment in-
stead of a single polluter, the best 
the state can do is order a “total 
maximum daily load” report, or a 
voluntary action plan to reduce 
overall runoff.

Such a plan went into effect in 
2017. Suter, the county adminis-
trator, has been trying to help 
coordinate efforts to meet its 
goals. federal grants have helped 
farmers fence grazing lands up-
stream on the Calfpasture, reduc-
ing runoff. Cadets from Virginia 
military Institute in Lexington 
cleared out a ravine that had been 
used as an unofficial trash dump.

on the Scout reservation, 
though, little has changed.

“We’re at the phase where we’re 
trying to understand, would larg-
er-scale dredging help us to man-
age the silt and sediment that’s in 
the lake over time?” said Keck, an 
Eagle Scout from mcLean who 
grew up going to camp at Goshen.

residents say they’re frustrat-

ed and don’t understand what the 
Scouts have in mind. Last month, 
at least 150 people turned up for 
an informational meeting with 
the maury river Alliance at a local 
fire station. members had hoped 
state lawmakers would attend, 
but all had to be in richmond for a 
General Assembly session. resi-
dents vowed to keep pressure on 
the state to broker some kind of 
deal so the lake can be managed in 
a way that minimizes harm to the 
maury and keeps locals informed.

mcClung, a former librarian 
who has written books about 
rockbridge County and the Gosh-
en Pass, said she and others feel 
strongly because the river is wo-
ven into their lives. “many chil-
dren have been conceived on this 
river,” she said. Babies are bap-
tized there. Weddings take place 
on the banks. families scatter the 
ashes of loved ones.

Pancake, who retired in 2008 as 
the arts editor of The Post, has 
written about the river’s role 
through five generations of his 
family’s history. on his wall are 
photos from across the years — 
Pancake as a child in 1955 with his 
father in the river; at the same 
spot in 1980 with his daughter, 
Bess; and Bess in 2015 with her 
young daughter.

Now, as another summer ap-
proaches, Lake merriweather is 
nearly full and the Scouts were 
preparing for family camping 
events on memorial Day week-
end. And on a recent visit to a 
suspended footbridge just below 
the confluence of the maury, the 
lingering effects of lake runoff are 
still visible.

The Little Calfpasture on the 
right comes in brownish and 
cloudy; the Calfpasture on the left 
is clear; and the maury looks like 
two rivers zipped together.

“People are really galvanized, 
more in the last six months than 
I’ve seen in 20 years I’ve been 
working on this,” said Sandra Stu-
art, 84, a former court reporter 
who trained herself to monitor 
the maury’s water quality. “We 
like it here. We want our river.”

town villains.
“The maury is a mighty river 

that is being held back and spoiled 
for generations to come and only 
done so to benefit one group of 
summer visitors,” one letter to the 
Lexington News-Gazette read in 
August. “The Scouting organiza-
tion is failing citizens,” another 
said earlier this year.

matthew Keck, director of sup-
port services for the National Cap-
ital Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts, said in an interview that 
the Scouts are doing everything 
they can to maintain their proper-
ty and care for the environment.

“We’re looking to model what it 
is we teach young people, right?” 
Keck said, then recited what’s 
known as Scout Law: “A scout is 
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friend-
ly, courteous, kind, obedient, 
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and 
reverent. We don’t just say those 
words to open a meeting, we live 
by them. We are always trying to 
be good Scouts.”

The Scouts, he said, are stuck in 
a Catch-22: If the dam that creat-
ed their lake were to fail, it could 
destroy the lives and property of 
thousands of people downstream. 
But maintaining it requires peri-
odically lowering the lake, which 
harms the water quality of the 
river.

“It’s a tough thing all the way 
around,” said rockbridge County 
administrator Spencer Suter, who 
has lived in the county nearly 30 
years and is trying to work with 
both sides of the contentious is-
sue. “from my perspective, from 
the county perspective, we just 
want the maury to be the maury. 
… [But] there’s a lot of moving 
parts.”

from just below the Goshen 
Scout reservation, the maury 
flows 43 miles through the moun-
tains of rockbridge County and 
the city of Lexington before emp-
tying into the James river. It’s 
Virginia’s only river that starts 
and ends within a single county.

“Call it a spine. Call it a life-
blood flow,” Kosovic said.

Shawnee and Cherokee people 
lived along the waterway before 
European settlers made it the 
western frontier. Before the Civil 
War, small pig-iron foundries dot-
ted the mountains and shipped 
their goods on flat-bottomed ba-
teaux along a canal that bypassed 
the river’s many rocky falls. Giant 
stone locks, abandoned when the 
railroad arrived, loom now like 
castle ruins beside the popular 
Ben Salem swimming hole.

The maury tumbles out of the 
Allegheny mountains through the 
Goshen Pass, a gap that looks like 
interlocking puzzle pieces and 
produces what the conservation 
group American Whitewater calls 
“probably the most ‘Classic’ of 
Virginia’s white water streams.”

In 1954, Virginia made the Gos-
hen Pass Natural Area Preserve 
the state’s first wildlife manage-
ment area. Its chestnut oak for-
ests shelter the Appalachian 
 jewelwing, a rare damselfly, along 
with bears, bobcats, water snakes 
and bald eagles. The state stocks 
the river with trout. recently, the 
General Assembly named the 
maury a “state scenic river.”

“That designation is a tourist 
attraction point, but apparently it 
has no teeth in terms of stopping 
the Scouts from doing this,” said 
Sam Calhoun, a retired law pro-
fessor at Washington and Lee Uni-
versity in Lexington who owns a 
cottage on the maury. “obviously, 
there’s an irony there.”

Drawn to the wild beauty just 
three hours southwest of D.C., the 
National Capital Area Council of 
the Scouts bought about 4,000 
acres in the Goshen area in 1960 
and created a District-flavored 
outpost. The 444-acre lake, 
formed in 1966 by damming a 
maury tributary called the Little 
Calfpasture, is named Lake merri-
weather for Scout donor and D.C. 
philanthropist marjorie merri-
weather Post. one of the reserva-
tion’s five camps is named after 
the Bethesda-based marriott 
Corp., another donor. The road 
that rings the reservation is Belt-
way Drive.

Every summer, the camps host 
wilderness and merit badge pro-
grams for thousands of Scouts 
from the council’s membership 
area, which includes the District, 
suburban maryland, Northern 
Virginia, fredericksburg and — 
through a council merger — the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

“We have weekly programs of 
aquatics activities, ecology train-
ing, team building, climbing ac-
tivities,” Keck said. “The lake — it 
is the central feature, both for 
program delivery and for the 
landscape. It’s the space between 
the campsites, which makes it feel 
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Locals
frustrated 
by silt flow 
into river

Justin ide for the Washington Post

George Kosovic, a Rockbridge County resident and member of the Maury River Alliance,  a group that 
residents have formed to fight back against what they see as damage to a precious local resource. 

John PanCaKe

Sediment coming into the Maury from the Little Calfpasture, the 
tributary that was dammed to create the lake the Boy Scouts use.  

Justin ide for the Washington Post

The Maury River as it comes through Goshen Pass. The group American Whitewater calls this part of the river “probably the most ‘Classic’ of Virginia’s whitewater streams.”

Justin ide for the Washington Post

The entrance to the campground of the National Capital Area Council of the Scouts. The camp is home 
to  Lake Merriweather, named for Scout donor and D.C. philanthropist Marjorie Merriweather Post. 
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despite a federal law that pro-
hibits charging veterans for help 
in applying for compensation for 
wartime injuries, as many as 100 
unaccredited, for-profit compa-
nies now are making hundreds of 
millions of dollars, a Washington 
post review found. the over-
whelmed veterans agency says 
the government is all but power-
less to stop the practice, particu-
larly since congress years ago 
stripped criminal penalties from 
the law. and now a cadre of 
mostly republican lawmakers is 
pushing to do away with the 
restrictions altogether, a plan 
bankrolled by a well-funded in-
dustry group led by a former 
high-ranking trump administra-
tion Va official.

interviews with current and 
former employees, Va officials 
and court documents reveal a 
booming industry that charges 
veterans anywhere from $5,000 
to $20,000 for help filing disabili-
ty claims that by law should be 
free. many former service mem-
bers are enticed by aggressive 
online and tV sales pitches from 
the largely veteran-led groups 
that promise a success rate of up 
to 90 percent in boosting ben-
efits.

“it looks like they’re throwing 
you a lifeline when they’re just 
taking advantage of you,” said 
miranda powell, 28, a navy vet-
eran from topeka, Kan., who paid 
a claims company $8,000 for 
helping her win an increase to her 
disability rating.

the industry says it’s simply 
educating veterans about how to 
negotiate a long-troubled Va ben-
efits system and that its services 
are fully legal since clients ulti-
mately submit their own claims. 
While government lawyers have 
sent them numerous notices to 
cease and desist, the companies 
argue that the law doesn’t ex-
pressly forbid their services.

“Va claims insider is an educa-
tion company. period,” spokes-
man Jeff eller said of one of the 
industry’s founding companies. 
Seeking accreditation from Va 
“would be like a doctor pursuing 
a law degree or a plumber decid-
ing to get HVac certified — it 
doesn’t make any sense.”

free services provided by Vet-
erans of foreign Wars, disabled 
american Veterans, state and lo-
cal veterans agencies and other 
accredited, nonprofit groups 
have failed to keep up with Va’s 
cumbersome bureaucracy, the 
companies say. industry leaders 
say that veterans should have a 
choice to pay for help and don’t 
get charged if they don’t win 
compensation.

Jim Hill ii, co-founder and 
chief executive officer for gaines-
ville, fla.-based trajector medi-
cal, which specializes in prepar-
ing medical evidence for claims, 
said the vast majority of his com-
pany’s clients have already tried 
and failed to secure benefits with 
the help of free groups. “the 
veterans service organizations 
have already taken a crack and 
lost.” His and other firms declined 
to provide data to support their 
assertion that they get better re-
sults than accredited groups.

But some current and former 
employees of the firms say they 
make unrealistic promises and 
embrace tactics that can put vet-
erans’ claims at risk. many com-
panies devote minimal time to 
individual cases, former clients 
and employees say.

“these companies are incred-
ibly savvy,” said maureen elias, a 
senior benefits official at Va and 
co-chair of a task force the White 
House created in december to 
protect veterans from scams. Vet-
erans “infer that somehow filing 
through them is going to be more 
beneficial to them than filing 
through Va, but they’re misin-
forming people.”

experts on veterans benefits 
say the companies are violating 
the law by assisting veterans with 
their claims and taking advan-
tage of Va’s lack of enforcement.

“each company does it a little 
differently, but it’s not just giving 
consulting services. they’re help-
ing them get medical evidence to 
help with the claim,” said Yelena 
duterte, director of the veterans 
legal clinic at the university of 
illinois chicago School of Law.

With little federal action on the 
horizon, state legislatures in new 
York, new Jersey and maine have 
banned or restricted for-profit 
claims companies, and similar 
bills are pending in at least five 
other states, prompted by the 
VfW, which is waging a public 
battle against the industry. Sev-
eral law firms representing veter-
ans and accredited claims agents, 
along with the texas attorney 
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For-profit 
firms are 
raking in 
millions

fills out the paperwork.
the unaccredited industry 

flourished during the coronavi-
rus pandemic, when many ac-
credited veterans groups, which 
rely on bricks-and-mortar opera-
tions, closed their doors.

then came the pact act, which 
became a perfect sales pitch. Vet-
erans guardian had 20,000 cli-
ents in 2023; it’s on target to serve 
40,000 veterans this year, he said. 
Va claims insider’s monthly ad-
vertising expenses ran as high as 
$300,000, said one former execu-
tive, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss the firm’s 
private data. its first crop of 
coaches took home millions of 
dollars a month in commissions, 
according to three former em-
ployees. eller, the company 
spokesman, declined to comment 
on the commissions.

Business was so good at trajec-
tor, with more than 1,000 employ-
ees and 50,000 clients projected 
this year, that the company told 
the Securities and exchange 
commission in late 2021 that it 
planned to go public. the filing 
showed $127 million in revenue 
in the previous 18 months. 

the companies say their strat-
egy is no different from the 
 attorneys accredited by Va to 
appeal when a claim is denied, 
who are allowed to collect some 
of a  veteran’s back pay if the 
appeal is successful. these law-
yers have incentive to delay cases 
to take a larger share, said taylor 
and others in the for-profit indus-
try.

the association that repre-
sents accredited lawyers, though, 
says the fees they’re legally per-
mitted to charge are significantly 
lower than what claims compa-
nies take. diane Boyd rauber, 
executive director of the national 
Organization of Veterans’ advo-
cates, said congress allows attor-
neys to charge for appeals be-
cause “the choices a veteran faces 
become much more complex” 
than for an initial claim.

Va officials have also told con-
gress that they conduct rigorous 
due diligence with the claims 
agents they accredit. in the past 
three years, the agency has re-
moved or suspended the accredi-
tation of nearly 15,000 attorneys, 
claims agents and veterans serv-
ice groups representatives.

companies that specialize 
solely in gathering medical evi-
dence for veterans, like trajector, 
also argue that the law doesn’t 
specifically forbid charging veter-
ans to produce such documenta-
tion.

Others in the industry say it 
represents an existential threat to 
the VfW and other groups, whose 
membership decline has thinned 
resources. “You have to ask your-
self, what’s their motive for point-
ing the finger at us?” Hill said. He 
accused veterans groups of “ac-
tively mobilizing their members 
to disparage us” by filing com-
plaints about trajector’s service 
with the Better Business Bureau.

Some veterans say they got 
exactly what they signed up for.

“they did more for me in six 
months than i did in 18 years,” 
said John gray, a gulf War vet-
eran from temple Hills, md., who 
paid trajector $5,000 and then 
saw his disability rating boosted 
to 90 percent from 30 percent for 
a back injury in the army and 
other issues. gray said he had 

cOntinued On next page

ing to retire from the army a 
decade ago after deployments to 
iraq, afghanistan and the Bal-
kans, he said he was stunned by 
the lack of support he found at 
fort Bragg, n.c., for departing 
soldiers wanting to file for dis-
ability benefits.

“We quickly saw was there was 
a gaping need,” he said, a claim 
that fort Bragg officials deny.

So in 2018 he co-founded Veter-
ans guardian — a for-profit com-
pany pitching a promise to im-
prove a veteran’s likelihood of 
securing disability benefits. Since 
then, dozens of other companies 
have emerged with similar prom-
ises. Of 18 million veterans in the 
united States, 6 million receive 
disability compensation, the 
pitch goes — and “70 to 80 per-
cent of that population is under-
rated,” taylor said, meaning these 
veterans have more severe health 
ailments than they are receiving 
compensation for.

But there is a cost: clients sign 
contracts that bind them to pay a 
one-time sum equal to five times 
their new monthly disability pay-
ment or increase, the industry 
standard. Others go higher; Va 
claims insider, one of the largest 
firms, charges a fee six times the 
new payment or increase. the 
higher the rating, the more profit 
for the company.

in ads, the companies suggest 
that veterans prioritize the easi-
est claims. in a recent Youtube 
video, Va claims insider founder 
Brian reese shares the top health 
conditions that regularly qualify 
for the biggest disability compen-
sation payments, from post-trau-
matic stress disorder to chronic 
fatigue and asthma.

many clients agree to hand 
over Social Security numbers and 
passwords to access Va’s benefits 
portal, former clients and em-
ployees say, so that the veteran 
technically “submits” the claim, 
while the company often actually 

lion budget, brought on 11,300 
new employees to process not just 
toxic exposure claims but also a 
growth in other disability benefit 
requests. But training for the new 
hires fell short, officials acknowl-
edged to lawmakers. the staff 
was required to work mandatory 
overtime most months.

the expanding claims led to 
mistakes, the inspector general’s 
office found, and the training 
manual for how to handle newly 
covered toxic exposures has been 
revised multiple times, prompt-
ing delays and inaccurate deci-
sions, according to union offi-
cials.

“people are still learning this,” 
said david Bump, a quality re-
view specialist in the benefits 
system and an official with the 
american federation of govern-
ment employees, a union repre-
senting Va employees. “they 
waited too long to roll out any 
training, and it was basic.”

these flaws, along with an 
outdated processing system rely-
ing on manual work, have con-
tributed to a claims backlog that 
stood at more than 307,000 cases 
in april. Officials said they are 
working to improve training and 
streamline processing.

Still, many veterans who have 
sought pact act benefits and oth-
er disability compensation have 
encountered months of waits and 
a bureaucracy that can seem im-
penetrable, creating an opening 
for claims companies.

“You have a system right now 
that’s very uneven, and a choke-
hold around Va to process 
claims,” said clayton Simms, a 
former marine whose Youtube 
channel, the civdiv, teaches vet-
erans about the disability proc-
ess. “it’s what makes many veter-
ans disgruntled.”

An unaccredited industry 
flourishes

When Bill taylor was prepar-

and toxic smoke they were ex-
posed to from the burn pits. Va 
leaders cited a lack of conclusive 
evidence and staggering costs of 
care.

But in august 2022, the pact 
act passed the Senate 86-11, after 
sailing through the House and 
drawing support from president 
Biden and comedian and activist 
Jon Stewart. the law, which rec-
ognized 370 conditions linked to 
toxins dating to the Vietnam era, 
became the largest expansion of 
veterans benefits since Va al-
lowed claims for illnesses stem-
ming from agent Orange in 1991.

the new benefits came amid a 
larger cultural shift at Va, which 
for years had faced congressional 
pressure over long delays and 
high rejection rates for disability 
compensation. under denis mc-
donough, who became secretary 
in 2021, the agency has priori-
tized greenlighting claims and 
aggressively pushed veterans to 
seek benefits. it’s worked: Veter-
ans and survivors filed a record 
2.3 million overall claims in fiscal 
2023, an increase of 41 percent 
over 2022, budget data shows.

Since the late 1950s, Va has 
accredited nonprofit service or-
ganizations like the VfW to help 
veterans apply for benefits. their 
services, by law, must be free for 
initial claims. many veterans also 
submit claims on their own.

Va leaders decided in fall 2022 
to roll out the new program in 
four months instead of over mul-
tiple years as planned to serve 
more veterans and speed up ben-
efits delivery. claims flooded in. 
as of tuesday, Va had approved 1 
million veterans and survivors 
for $5.1 billion in disability pay-
ments related to toxic exposures 
and offered free health care to 
millions of others under the law.

the ambitious timeline led to 
speed bumps, though.

the Veterans Benefits admin-
istration, with a record $197 bil-

general, are suing companies for 
a range of allegedly predatory 
practices. the Va inspector gen-
eral’s office also has opened crim-
inal investigations into several 
firms, officials said, aiming to 
find a legal way around the agen-
cy’s lack of prosecutorial power.

caught in the middle are mil-
lions of veterans who want the 
benefits they’re owed under exist-
ing law. powell, now a student 
activist for veterans at george 
Washington university, says she 
is gathering medical evidence to 
file a claim under the pact act for 
exposure to burn pits off the 
african coast that may have con-
tributed to two surgeries for poly-
cystic ovary syndrome, a hormon-
al condition.

But powell says this time she 
will get free help from an accred-
ited agent with the VfW.

“Looking back on it i feel 
dumb,” she said of her experience 
paying a company, which she 
declined to name for fear she will 
be harassed. “they wanted a cut 
of everything i got. i don’t want to 
hold onto that shame.”

A rushed rollout
for decades, the military 

burned waste on many u.S. bases 
in combat zones abroad, lighting 
the refuse on fire with jet fuel.

Veterans and their advocates 
have long pushed the govern-
ment to recognize links between 
cancers, bronchial ailments and 
other illnesses suffered by service 
members returning from the gulf 
War and post-Sept. 11 conflicts 

Veterans, Inc. 
this story is part of a series 
examining an unprecedented 
increase in veterans benefits in 
recent years.

simon klingeRt/aP

Burn pits like this one in April 2011 at Forward Operating Base Caferetta Nawzad south of Kabul are believed to have led to illnesses among many U.S. veterans. Congress 
passed the Pact Act in August 2022 to compensate those with toxic exposures. 

RiCky CaRioti/the Washington Post

Miranda Powell, 28, at her home in Rosslyn, Va. Powell was a Navy corpsman who paid a for-profit company $8,000 to help her increase 
her disability benefits after she left the military. She says the firm took advantage of her and used predatory tactics.
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Tribune story, Texas attorney 
general Ken paxton (r) sued va 
Claims insider, seeking damages 
and an injunction that would 
prevent the firm from operating 
in the veteran-rich state. The firm 
said it is fighting the lawsuit.

Lawmakers in april 2023 in-
troduced a bipartisan bill with 
backing from 44 state attorneys 
general to restore the Justice De-
partment’s authority to seek 
criminal charges against the 
firms. va lawyers have said it 
would deter bad actors, regard-
less of what state they operate in.

But the industry mobilized 
quickly. investing heavily in 
Washington lobbyists and cam-
paign contributions — veterans 
guardian spent $804,000 on lob-
bying last year, public records 
show — the industry’s biggest 
players won over a majority of 
gop lawmakers on the House 
and senate committees that over-
see veterans’ affairs. The measure 
has not yet come up for a vote.

veterans guardian also sued 
New Jersey in November, alleging 
that the state’s law violates the 
first amendment and puts veter-
ans’ benefits at risk.

Late last year, the claims indus-
try formed its first trade associa-
tion, the National association for 
veteran rights. Led by peter 
o’rourke, acting va secretary 
during the Trump administra-
tion, the group is funded by veter-
ans guardian and another for-
profit company, veteran Benefits 
guide.

“There are bad actors,” 
o’rourke told a committee of 
the florida legislature in febru-
ary as he opposed a bill to ban 
unaccredited companies from the 
state. “We need to find them, deal 
with them and clean up that 
area.”

But he said for-profit compa-
nies should be legalized. republi-
cans introduced a bill last year 
that seeks a pathway to accredita-
tion for the industry, capping fees 
at $12,500 for each claim.

The legislative battle has 
reached a stalemate. The claims 
staff at va continues to process 
disability claims without know-
ing if they’ve been submitted 
legally. Trajector withdrew its 
seC filing late last year as scruti-
ny grew, a decision Hill attributed 
to the falling stock market.

inspector general michael 
missal’s office, meanwhile, is in-
terviewing witnesses and issuing 
subpoenas for records in its in-
vestigation. That has attracted 
the interest of senior officials at 
the Justice Department, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the 
probe, which is looking at possi-
ble false statements, false medi-
cal records and wire fraud. “We 
are aware of and continue to 
investigate these schemes,” mis-
sal said in a statement.

va officials note that if a claim 
is discovered to be fraudulent, it’s 
likely to be the veteran — not the 
company — who will be held 
liable because its fingerprints are 
so hard to trace.

aaron schaffer, alice Crites, razzan 
nakhlawi and Monika Mathur 
contributed to this report.

previously worked with one of the 
major accredited veterans service 
organizations years earlier to file 
a claim, but “it was like they 
didn’t have the proper skill set.”

He said he is now working with 
Trajector on a claim under the 
pact act for persistent gastroin-
testinal issues and referring fel-
low veterans to the company. “i 
was fighting va for years,” he 
said.

William mason of Key West, 
fla., a coach with veterans 
guardian from 2019 to 2022, said 
the company is clear with veter-
ans up front that “you can do this 
for free,” including with a veter-
ans service organization. But, he 
said of those groups: “god bless 
them, you kind of get what you 
paid for.”

False promises
at times, though, the for-profit 

claims industry did not live up to 
its promises, with disastrous con-
sequences for some veterans, ac-
cording to interviews, lawsuits 
and communications between 
veterans and the companies.

former employees of the unac-
credited industry say it prioritiz-
es profits and volume over help-
ing veterans.

“i was charging veterans 
$20,000 who i potentially spent 
45 minutes on the phone with,” 
said a former coach at va Claims 
insider who quit last spring be-
cause he felt the job had become 
unethical. He spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity out of concern 
he could face retribution from the 
firm, which he called a “veteran 
mill,” with most contacts handled 
by a contract employee in the 
philippines.

“it was sales in a sense, and 
that’s where it got sketchy,” said 
Christopher Borum of gilbert, 
ariz., who worked as a coach for 
veterans guardian for almost 
three years. “if the companies are 
doing well, things get over-
looked.”

other former employees said 
the companies often have an in-
centive to stretch the truth as 
they prepare claims, and some 
recalled veterans being pushed to 
give the most aggressive possible 
descriptions of their symptoms to 
medical professionals to secure 
larger disability checks.

“it was a cut-and-paste sys-
tem,” a former manager at va 
Claims insider said of the medical 
letters, which can cost up to an 
extra $1,500 across the industry. 
veterans are steered toward filing 
claims for mental health ail-
ments, for which va tends to 
award generous ratings.

veterans’ groups say those 
practices are damaging to the full 
benefits system. “When a compa-
ny comes along that promotes 
fudging the numbers, it erodes 
public confidence in the system,” 
said ryan gallucci, the vfW’s 
executive director.

va Claims insider also refers 
veterans to an affiliated entity 
operated by the wife of its found-
er that promises to establish links 
between their health conditions 
and military service — for an 
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BY ANN E. MARIMOW 
AND JUSTIN JOUVENAL

Two Democratic senators are 
calling on Chief Justice John g. 
roberts Jr. to take immediate 
steps to ensure that Justice samu-
el a. alito Jr. does not participate 
in a pair of supreme Court cases 
related to the 2020 presidential 
election and the Jan. 6, 2021, at-
tack on the U.s. Capitol.

The request to roberts comes 
after the New York Times reported 
that flags associated with the 2021 
attack were flown outside alito’s 
homes in virginia and New Jersey.

sens. Dick Durbin (ill.) and 
sheldon Whitehouse (r.i.), who 
oversee the federal courts in their 
respective roles as chairmen of the 
senate Judiciary Committee and a 
judicial oversight subcommittee, 
requested a meeting with roberts 
as soon as possible to discuss what 
they called an “ethics crisis” at the 
supreme Court. in their letter, dat-
ed Thursday, the senators re-
newed calls for the high court to 
strengthen its ethics policy to in-
clude an enforcement mecha-
nism.

The court and its governing 
body, the Judicial Conference of 
the United states, have the “ability 
and responsibility to enforce eth-
ics rules applicable to the justices,” 
they wrote, but “it remains un-
clear what actions — if any — the 
judiciary has taken in response to 
allegations and reporting on ethi-
cal misconduct by supreme Court 
justices.”

roberts did not respond to a 

request for comment through the 
court’s spokesperson.

The letter from the two senators 
adds to pressure from dozens of 
Democratic lawmakers who have 
questioned alito’s impartiality af-
ter the report that an upside-down 
american flag flew outside his 
home in the Washington suburbs 
in the days after the Capitol attack. 
The flag — long used as a sign of 
distress by the U.s. military — had 
become a symbol of the “stop the 
steal” movement, which falsely 
claims that the 2020 election was 
stolen from Donald Trump. an-
other flag carried by Jan. 6 rioters, 
this one embraced by Christian 
nationalists who want to find a 

greater place for religion in public 
life, was flown outside alito’s vaca-
tion home last summer, the Times 
reported this week.

a couple who live in the alitos’ 
neighborhood in Long Beach is-
land, N.J., as well as a third person 
who vacations there confirmed to 
The Washington post on friday 
that they had seen a flag with the 
words “an appeal to Heaven” fly-
ing at the alitos’ beach home last 
summer. The couple and the vaca-
tioner each provided a photo 
showing it at the property, and 
The post also found an image on 
google maps. all three people 
who said they had seen the flag 
spoke on the condition of ano-

nymity to protect their privacy 
and avoid offending their power-
ful neighbor.

republican lawmakers, includ-
ing sen. Lindsey graham (s.C.), 
have characterized the flag dis-
plays as bad judgment. But they 
have stopped short of calling for 
alito’s recusal in two significant 
cases that will be decided in the 
coming weeks: whether Trump 
can be criminally prosecuted for 
his efforts to remain in power after 
losing to Joe Biden, and whether 
the Justice Department properly 
charged more than 300 rioters 
with obstructing Congress’s certi-
fication of the 2020 election. The 
indictment against Trump in-

cludes that obstruction charge.
alito said in a statement to the 

Times that the upside-down 
american flag flown in the days 
after the Jan. 6 attack was his 
wife’s doing and in response to a 
neighborhood dispute. alito told 
fox News that the flag was raised 
after a neighbor displayed a politi-
cal sign attacking martha-ann ali-
to and blaming her for the Jan. 6 
riot. He has not responded to the 
second report involving the “ap-
peal to Heaven” flag, which dates 
to the american revolution.

Neighbors told The Washing-
ton post that signs left in the 
neighbor’s yard after a protest in-
cluded one that had Trump’s 
name, preceded by a profanity, 
and one that said some version of 
“You are complicit.”

stephen gillers, an expert in 
judicial ethics at New York Univer-
sity, said he initially gave alito the 
benefit of the doubt that the up-
side-down flag was not tied to the 
“stop the steal” effort. The second 
flag, he said, makes that theory no 
longer plausible.

roberts must encourage alito 
to recuse himself from the Trump 
cases and give him a deadline to do 
so, gillers said friday. He said the 
chief justice should separately ad-
dress the circumstances sur-
rounding the flying of the flags, 
even if alito does not recuse, be-
cause of the intense public inter-
est in the upcoming court deci-
sions, which are expected to be 
announced by the end of June.

gillers noted the consequences 
of the rulings in those cases for the 
November presidential election, 
in which Trump is the presump-
tive republican nominee. He also 
cited “alito’s failure’s to allay pub-
lic suspicion with a full explana-
tion for each flag, and the need to 
reverse the public’s eroding confi-
dence in the court.”

“This is a rare instance when 
collegiality must yield to protect-
ing the court,” gillers said.

it was not immediately clear 
whether roberts will engage with 
the Democratic lawmakers’ re-
quest. Last spring, the chief justice 
turned down an invitation from 
the senate Judiciary Committee to 
testify at a bipartisan hearing on 
court ethics, saying he thought it 
would be inappropriate to attend. 
He noted that such appearances 
are rare in part because of separa-
tion-of-powers concerns and the 
“importance of preserving judi-
cial independence.”

Last fall, in response to other 
controversies over the court’s eth-
ics, the supreme Court adopted 
for the first time a code of conduct 
that applies specifically to the 
nine justices. The document was 
praised as a first step but also 
criticized by some legal ethics ex-
perts who noted that it lacks an 
enforcement mechanism and said 
it gives justices too much discre-
tion over recusal decisions.

The decision to not participate 
in a case because of perceived or 
actual conflict of interest is up to 
the individual justice and is not 
reviewable by colleagues. The 
court’s new code emphasizes that 
recusals should be rare because 
each justice is needed on a nine-
member court. Unlike on lower 
courts, there can be no replace-
ment when a justice sits out.

Justice Clarence Thomas has 
separately refused to recuse him-
self from cases related to the 2020 
election after revelations that his 
wife, virginia “ginni” Thomas, 
pressed Trump White House offi-
cials to overturn the results and 
claimed that the election had been 
stolen.

Jouvenal reported from Long Beach 
island, n.J.

Democrats urge Roberts to ensure Alito doesn’t take part in Jan. 6 cases
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Two Democratic senators sent a letter to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., left, after news reports that 
flags associated with the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot were flown at Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr.’s homes. 

 Senators raise ethics 
concerns after reports 

about justice’s  flags 

general counsel’s office. The com-
plaints allege a range of predato-
ry practices, including harass-
ment, threats over money veter-
ans did not owe, and misleading 
ads.

But even in clear cases of 
abuse, va officials said there is 
little they can do, thanks in part 
to a decision by Congress in 2006 
to remove criminal charges from 
the law forbidding entities from 
charging veterans for claims help. 
it’s unclear what prompted the 
little-noticed change, which is not 
mentioned in the transcript of the 
senate’s committee report. But it 
has come to haunt the agency.

“The unintended consequence 
is, these folks do what they want,” 
sen. Jon Tester (D-mont.), chair-
man of the senate veterans’ af-
fairs Committee, said of the for-
profit claims companies.

va says it has now opened 
investigations into almost 40 un-
accredited companies since the 
fiscal year that began in october 
2022, and issued letters to about 
two dozen — including veterans 
guardian, va Claims insider and 
Trajector, directing them to “im-
mediately cease any and all illegal 
activities.”

“our message to every veteran 
and survivor is this: you don’t 
have to pay anyone to file a 
benefits claim,” Josh Jacobs, the 
undersecretary for benefits, said 
in a statement.

The industry responded by 
maintaining that it was providing 
guidance to veterans and not 
“helping” with claims. The reality 
was that the letters had no legal 
teeth.

in December, following a Texas 

eralizations and hypotheticals" 
but said that “based on the exam-
ple provided it looks like the issue 
was resolved promptly.”

other veterans have used the 
va’s complaints as the basis to 
sue for-profit companies. grant 
gallagher, an air force veteran 
from san antonio, was billed 
$7,426.00 by maryland-based 
Just4veterans last year after the 
company helped boost his 90 
percent disability rating to 100 

percent, according to records 
provided by gallagher. He sued 
the firm, alleging it charged “ex-
cessive” fees while not being ac-
credited by va and used decep-
tive trade practices. in court fil-
ings, the firm says gallagher 
breached his contract by failing 
to pay the full fee. Just4vets and 
its attorney did not respond to 
requests for comment from The 
post.

Handcuffed agencies
as the industry has grown, 

scrutiny and complaints have 
spread — to the Better Business 
Bureau, the Texas attorney gener-
al, the federal Trade Commis-
sion, state lawmakers and va’s 

their bills and decided to file 
claims on their own.

“They’re stealing money out of 
veterans’ mouths, but what 
they’re doing is negligible,” abig-
ayle patterson, a former army 
captain who worked as an emer-
gency room nurse in Baghdad’s 
green Zone during the iraq War, 
said of her experience with veter-
ans guardian. Now living in el 
paso and working as a disability 
examiner for a va contractor, 

patterson said the company 
helped boost her monthly disabil-
ity check by $619.00 for post-
traumatic stress disorder and 
traumatic brain injury in ex-
change for a $3,000 fee.

But when patterson reapplied 
to va on her own and won an-
other step-up for chronic sinus-
itis, veterans guardian sent her 
an invoice for both increases, she 
said. “i put my foot down and told 
them, ‘i’m not paying you for 
what i did myself.’” she is now 
suing veterans guardian for sev-
eral practices she says were pred-
atory.

spokesman michael Bova said 
in an email that the company 
“cannot comment on broad gen-

additional fee. some former em-
ployees say they believe the ar-
rangement is a potential conflict 
of interest because clients are 
steered to see its doctors.

eller, the va Claims insider 
spokesman, called the medical 
company, Telemedica, a “separate 
administrative services compa-
ny” that is part of a “preferred 
provider network” and said that 
Brian reese, va Claims insider’s 
founder, “has never received a 
penny” for referring clients there. 
a veteran “can use any service” to 
obtain a letter and medical exam, 
eller said.

other companies with similar 
business models have proliferat-
ed. They use medical groups spe-
cifically established to examine 
veterans before they submit a 
claim for disability benefits. The 
physicals often are cursory and 
limited to medical record re-
views, with no face-to-face exam, 
former employees say, and can 
jeopardize legitimate claims by 
casting suspicions on outside 
medical letters, critics say. an 
audit released by the inspector 
general’s office in January found 
a “significant” risk of fraud from 
the questionnaires that veterans 
submit from private medical pro-
viders, with nearly 70 percent of 
those that it reviewed containing 
one or more fraud risk indicators.

va leaders say the claims pro-
cessing staff has virtually no way 
to know if a veteran is coached as 
the industry grows more savvy at 
removing traces of its involve-
ment in preparing claims.

veterans also said some com-
panies harassed them for pay-
ment, even when they settled 

JaBin BoTsford/The WashingTon PosT

Comedian and activist Jon Stewart hugs Rosie Torres, wife of veteran Le Roy Torres, as they celebrate Senate passage in August 2022 of 
the Pact Act, legislation to compensate veterans for toxic exposures. 

“It looks like they’re throwing you a 
lifeline when they’re just taking 

advantage of you.” 
Miranda Powell, 28, a navy veteran from Topeka, Kan., who paid

 a claims company $8,000 for helping her win an increase 
to her disability rating



A8 eZ re the washington post . saturday, may 25, 2024

BY ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA
AND RACHEL ROUBEIN

The active compound in the
best-selling drug ozempic mark-
edly lowers the risk of complica-
tions from chronic kidney dis-
ease, according to a multiyear
study published friday — a find-
ing that could dramatically ex-
pand the pool of patients eligible
for the injections.
funded by ozempic maker

Novo Nordisk and involving
3,533 patients around the world,
a study released in Stockholm at
the European renal Association
meeting and published in the
New England Journal of medi-
cine found that patients receiving
semaglutide— the key ingredient
— experienced a 24 percent re-
duction in risk of death from
cardiovascular and kidney dis-
ease compared with those who
received a placebo. The finding
proved so striking that the com-
pany announced in october that
it was stopping the trial early,
sending shares of some dialysis

companies falling then.
“These findings offer great

promise in reshaping treatment
strategies for individuals at high
risk of diabetes-related complica-
tions,” Vlado Perkovic, a kidney
researcher at the University of
New South Wales Sydney, said in
a statement announcing the re-
sults.
Novo Nordisk intends to seek

food and Drug Administration
approval this year to update the
ozempic label for use in patients
with chronic kidney disease,
which affects an estimated 850
million people worldwide. In the
United States, the condition af-
fects more than 1 in 7 adults. The
company declined to specify
when it intends to file its request
with the fDA.
“This study highlights our

drive to make a meaningful dif-
ference in the lives of people
living with type 2 diabetes” and
kidney disease, said michael ra-
din, an executive medical direc-
tor with Novo Nordisk, in a state-
ment.

ozempic is part of a class of
medications, known as GLP-1 ag-
onists, that mimic a gut hormone
that regulates hunger and blood
sugar. ozempic entered the mar-
ket in 2017 as a treatment for
Type 2 diabetes, a leading cause
of kidney disease. The company
repackaged the active ingredient
semaglutide as Wegovy in 2021
for weight management in peo-
ple who are obese or overweight
and have another chronic medi-
cal condition.
The drugs were recently

shown to have cardiovascular
benefits, and research is being
conducted regarding potential
effects on other conditions, in-
cluding addiction, sleep apnea
and Parkinson’s disease. In
march, the fDA approved We-
govy as a treatment to reduce
cardiovascular risk in adults who
are overweight, which was the
first approval of its kind.
fDA spokeswoman Amanda

m. Hils said the agency does not
speculate on future regulatory
action, such as expansion to

ozempic’s label.
“The fDA continues to moni-

tor the safety of all approved
products, including GLP-1 drugs
for all approved uses, as well as
working with firms that submit
applications to the fDA for ap-
proval, ensuring that require-
ments are met and labeling accu-
rately indicates the safety, quali-
ty, and effectiveness of an fDA-
approved drug,” Hils wrote in an
email.
The weight-loss drugs are

highly sought after by consum-
ers, leading to repeated shortag-
es, and they have reshaped the
culture and conversation sur-
rounding weight, dieting and
food consumption.
Early on, some physicians ex-

pressed concerns about the
drugs’ effect on kidney function,
said melanie Jay, an associate
professor of medicine at the NYU
Grossman School of medicine
and director of the comprehen-
sive program on obesity. The
study, which encompasses more
than three years of data, provides

assurance the opposite is true,
Jay said.
“Given that kidney disease is

so deadly, the risk-benefit analy-
sis is a no-brainer,” Jay said.
But she noted that study par-

ticipants were overwhelmingly
White; only 4.4 percent were
Black. In the United States, Afri-
can Americans are at higher risk
of kidney disease and experience
more severe illness, so Jay said
studies need to determinewheth-
er the same impact from the drug
is evident in those patients.
“It’s a big issue, and people

need to be aware of that,” Jay said.
federal law prohibits medi-

care — the government health
insurance plan for older Ameri-
cans — from covering drugs used
for weight loss. But plans partici-
pating in medicare’s voluntary
prescription drug benefit can
cover GLP-1s for other medical
purposes, such as diabetes and
cardiovascular risk, according to
researchers at Kff, a nonparti-
san health research organization.
“In many ways, it’s a backdoor

way of providing weight-loss
drugs to people on medicare,”
said Tricia Neuman, a senior vice
president at Kff.
Wall Street reaction to friday’s

release of the study results was
muted given that preliminary re-
sults had been released earlier.
In a research note, Citigroup

analyst Peter Verdult described
as a “red herring” concerns about
whether the promising results
would hold true across races and
ethnicities and among patients
with varying baseline weights or
degree of kidney damage.
“Subgroup analysis was almost

entirely in favour of sema-
glutide,” he wrote.
Analysts believe themarket for

semaglutides, already hitting rec-
ord sales, will grow significantly.
According to Citigroup, “just” 20
percent of Type 2 diabetes pa-
tients in the United States and 6
percent globally take the GLP-1
drugs.

Daniel gilbert contributed to this
report.

Ozempic lowers risk of death from kidney disease, major study finds

wait nearly 14 days to end her
pregnancy past that point — up
fromanaverage20-mile drive and
five-day wait before the ban, the
data shows.
The study is a first-of-its-kind

look at the practical impact of the
new law in a state where 80,000
abortions had taken place each
year.The surveywasconductedby
Caitlin myers, a professor of eco-
nomics at middlebury College in
Vermontandateamofundergrad-
uate students, who systematically
collected data from 130 clinics in
six states and D.C. for the date of
their next available appointment
for an abortion after the six-week
mark.
Although the survey offers only

one window into the effect of the
law, clinic directors and staff said
itmatched their ownobservations
in theweeks since florida banned
most abortions onmay 1.
many said fewer florida wom-

enappeared tobe leaving the state
for abortion care than was widely
expected — a finding they largely
attributed to increasing availabili-
ty of telemedicine and abortion
pills, in addition to long driving
distances that may leave some
women feeling they have no
choicebut tocarry theirunwanted
pregnancy. At least 8,000 women
every month are now obtaining
abortion pills through the mail in
states with strict abortion bans or
significant restrictions in place,
according to a recent study by the
Society of family Planning.
“Driving distance and appoint-

ment availability remain salient
components of abortion access,
but less so than they were three
years ago,” said myers, who has
spent years quantifying the
changing landscape of abortion
access.
“Telehealth is really a game

changer for abortion access,” she
said. “But itmightbea fragileone.”
Abortion pills have become a

major target for many antiabor-
tion advocates frustrated that
studies show abortion numbers
have continued to rise sinceRoe v.
Wade was overturned. A court
challenge seeking to restrict ac-
cess to the pills, brought by a
major antiabortion group, is
pending before the Supreme
Court, with a decision expected by
late June.
Eileen Diamond, who runs an

abortion clinic in florida in the
fort Lauderdale area, said pa-
tients she has seen since the ban
took effect have been extremely
reluctant to leave the state if they
are still within the 10-week win-
dow for taking abortion pills rec-
ommended by the U.S. food and
Drug Administration. Especially
relatively early in pregnancy, she
said, many experience “this feel-
ing of disbelief” when they’re told
they have to travel at least three
states away to get an abortion.
“It’s very daunting for them,”

Diamondsaid. “Weare seeinga lot
of patients turning to finding al-
ternateways to get pills bymail.”
myers began conducting sur-

veys of wait times at regular inter-
vals at over 700 clinics across the
United States in march 2022, an-
ticipating that Roewould fall that
summer. The results have helped
illustrate the changing landscape
of abortion access in the two years
since.
As soon as Texas enacted its

six-week“heartbeatban” inthefall
of 2021 — outlawing most abor-
tionsninemonthsbefore the fallof

Abortion from A1

Study gives
early look
at impact of
Florida law

geSI SCHILLINg For THe WASHINgToN PoST

Eileen Diamond, left, the director of an abortion clinic in the Fort Lauderdale area, and an assistant
administrator look through case files April 30, the day before Florida’s new abortion law took effect.

fewer patients in the second tri-
mester, which begins at 13 weeks
of pregnancy, beyond the fDA’s
10-week limit for taking abortion
pills.
“They’re not coming to clinic.

They’re not calling about travel,”
she said.
many, she said, may now as-

sume there is nothing they can do
in the face of a six-week ban.
“I think they are carrying these

pregnancies,” she said.

Clara enceMorse contributed to this
report.

size number of Black women and
poor women, compared with the
United States as awhole.
Diamond recounted that one of

her patients recently arrived in
fort Lauderdale after driving 18
hours from Houston. She had not
heardabout thenewsix-weekban,
Diamond said, and was already
nineweeks pregnant.
“This woman was desperate,”

Diamond said. “She had used ev-
erything she had to come to us.”
In the end, she drove on for at

least 12 hours from fort Lauder-
dale to Virginia, Diamond said —
andwasplanning todrive 17hours
home after the procedure.
NorthCarolina,whereabortion

is legal until 12 weeks of pregnan-
cy, is the closest state that offers
abortions beyond florida’s six-
week limit.Butanother law,which
requirespatients towaitat least 72
hoursbetweenaninitial in-person
consultationwithadoctorand the
procedure, can make traveling
there logistically difficult.
one florida patient recently

traveled 23 hours on a Greyhound
bus for a consultation appoint-
ment at A Woman’s Choice in
Charlotte, according to Lakeynn
Huffman, the clinic manager —
returning home that night be-
cause she couldnot find child care
to cover the full 72 hours she had
towait between appointments.
Thewomanmade the same trip

two days later, Huffman said —
traveling for a total of 92 hours to
get an abortion.
ordering pills online can be a

nerve-racking experience for
somepatients, Diamond said.
“They’reworried the pills won’t

get there, worried they don’t have
a clinic to back themup,” she said.
Nearly three weeks after the

newbantookeffect,Diamondsaid
she had started hearing from far

Wait times increase at clinics in some states where
most abortions remain legal

Median wait times, in weekdays, until the next available abortion
appointment across three states and D.C. before and after the
May 1 ban

April May

North Carolina

Virginia

Washington, D.C.

Maryland

5.5

8

1

1.5

1.5

4

1

1

Source: Caitlin Myers, Middlebury College abortion facility survey data
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Note: route based on a google Maps estimate of driving directions.
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Jacksonville
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Tampa

The patient instead traveled this route
to Charlotte twice — first for a
consultation appointment, then for the
abortion procedure two days later.

She traveled for
a total of 92
hours by bus.

Jacksonville

Before the ban, a Jacksonville-area
resident would have been able to
remain in the city for an abortion
procedure.

Charlotte

Columbia

orlando

Tampa
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been able to book flights for pa-
tients who want to leave the state
for an abortion, Diamond said.
Some have been able to fly to D.C.
in the morning, have their pro-
cedure and return home that
night.
for others, travel is more diffi-

cult. Several patients she has seen
since the ban took effect have not
been able to fly because they don’t
have valid identification, Dia-
mond said. others can’t leave be-
causetheycan’tmissworkordon’t
have anyone to help with child
care.
A Washington Post analysis

found that, in total, about 7 mil-
lionwomenof reproductive age in
florida and surrounding states
will now have to travel longer to
receive abortions after six weeks
ofpregnancy.Theaverageaffected
woman saw a drive-time increase
ofmore thansevenhours, analysis
using data from openStreetmap
shows. The group includes an out-

prosecution. Women in antiabor-
tion states are also accessing pills
through at least 25 nonmedical
websites and several community-
basednetworks thatdistribute the
pills free.
Amy Hagstrom miller, who

leads Whole Woman’s Health, a
national network of abortion clin-
ics, opened a clinic inNewmexico
after she was forced to shutter
several clinics in Texas when Roe
was overturned. The deluge of pa-
tients she expected fromantiabor-
tion states at that clinic, along
with other clinics elsewhere, has
yet tomaterialize, she said.
“We prepared for more of a

surge thanwe’ve seen inanyofour
clinics,” she said. At her new clinic
in New mexico, which borders
Texas, she said, “we’re not even
close to capacity.”
With the help of state and na-

tional abortion funds, which pro-
vide financial support to people
seeking abortions, advocates have

Roe—Texas patients quickly over-
whelmed clinics in oklahoma,
Kansas and New mexico, many of
which had wait times of several
weeks or ran out of appointments
altogether,myers said.
Before the Texas law, approxi-

mately 50,000 abortions occurred
in the state every year — signifi-
cantly fewer than had been per-
formed annually in florida. De-
spite those numbers, myers said,
“we’renotseeingthat levelofshock
to accesswith thefloridaban.”
The reason, she said: “a general

awareness” of medication and
telehealth abortion.
“There are many more options

to obtain the pills quickly and
cheaply than there used to be,”
myers said.
Since last summer, U.S.-based

doctors have been mailing thou-
sands of pills into antiabortion
statesunder “shield laws” recently
enacted inahandfulofblue states,
designed to protect doctors from

N.C.

S.C.

ga.Ala.

Fla.

Va.
W. Va.

Ky.

Tenn.

Pa.

N.C.

S.C.

ga.Ala.

Fla.

Va.
W. Va.

Ky.

Tenn.

Pa.

Note: only clinics in D.C., Florida, georgia, North Carolina, Maryland, South Carolina and Virginia were surveyed in May. Some counties outside
the states surveyed are shown because the nearest abortion clinic is located in one of the seven jurisdictions included in the study.

Counties in red depict where residents who are further than six weeks into their pregnancies will struggle the most to get an
abortion appointment.
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with no available appointments within two weeks
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Residents in Florida and across the South face far longer wait times since new law

Methodology
The Post used the most recent survey
data collected by Caitlin Myers, a
professor of economics at Middlebury
College, and a team of undergraduate
students.

The survey collected data from 130
clinics representing all providers in six
states — Florida, georgia, South
Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and
Maryland — as well as D.C. These
locations were surveyed in April 2024,
prior to the Florida ban, and then again
on May 13, 2024. The survey involved
calling each facility to ask (1) about the
availability of medication and
procedural (surgical) abortions, and (2)
for the date of the next available
appointment for each type of abortion.

The analysis for this story relied on
comparisons between the April and
May survey data. If appointments were
available at a facility, the team
calculated the “wait time” as the
minimum number of weekdays until the
next available appointment for an
abortion, of any type.

Students conducting the May 13 survey
were Isabelle Cone, georgia Crosby,
emma Dobson, Avery goldstein, Kate
goodman, Angel gurung, Sarah
Holmes, Julia Joy, emily Kuperstein,
Sascha Leidecker, Awa-Victoria Morel,
grace Mumford, Audrey Peiker, emily
ribeiro, grace Sokolow, Shay Soodak
and Claire Vermillion.
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Over 100 believed 
dead in landslide

More than 100 people are 
believed to have been killed in a 
landslide Friday that buried a 
village in a remote, mountainous 
part of Papua New Guinea, and 
an emergency response is 
underway, officials in the South 
Pacific island nation said.

The landslide struck Enga 
province, about 370 miles 
northwest of the capital, Port 
Moresby, at roughly 3 a.m., the 
Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
reported. Residents from 
surrounding areas said boulders 
and trees from a collapsed 
mountainside buried parts of the 
community and left it isolated. 

Residents said that estimates 
of the death toll were above 100, 

although authorities haven’t 
confirmed that figure. 

The chief of the International 
Organization for Migration’s 
mission in Papua New Guinea, 
Serhan Aktoprak, said the 
landslide struck Yambali village, 
which is about two hours’ drive 
from Enga’s provincial capital of 
Wabag. Yambali sits along a road 
leading from the capital that is 
now blocked, hampering relief 
efforts, Aktoprak said.

He said the village is home to 
3,895 people. “Given the scale of 
the disaster,” he said,  the death 
toll could be higher than original 
estimates of about 100.

Prime Minister James Marape 
said authorities were responding 
and that he would release 
information about the 
destruction and loss of life when 
it was available. 

 — Associated Press 

geRMANY

2 held in alleged plot 
to attack synagogue

German authorities said 
Friday that they have arrested 
two men suspected of plotting a 
knife attack on worshipers at a 
synagogue in the southwestern 
city of Heidelberg.

The suspects, who are 24 and 
18 years old, were detained 
during separate police 
operations in the state of 
 Baden-Wuerttember earlier this 
month, German news agency 
dpa reported, citing state 
prosecutors and police.

The pair discussed “the killing 
of one or more visitors in the 
attack on the synagogue followed 
by death as martyrs, whereby the 
two persons wanted to be shot to 
death by police,” authorities said 

in a joint statement. The pair 
could face charges including 
conspiracy to commit murder.

Police uncovered the plot 
when they searched the home of 
the older suspect on May 3, 
authorities said. During the 
search, a police officer shot and 
injured the suspect after he had 
grabbed a knife.

The suspects’ names were not 
released.

— Associated Press

A British woman and three 
children linked to the militant 
Islamic State group in Syria were 
handed over to a U.K. delegation 
that visited the region this week, 
Syrian Kurdish-led authorities 
said Friday. The handover, which 
took place on Wednesday, is the 
latest in a push to repatriate 
people from al-Hol and Roj 
camps in northeastern Syria that 

house tens of thousands, mostly 
wives and children of ISIS 
militants but also supporters of 
the extremist group. The Kurdish 
authorities did not release the 
names of the four, saying only 
that they were held at Roj camp 
before the handover. 

 A police officer in  New 
Caledonia fatally shot a man 
Friday after being attacked by a 
group of about 15 people, the 
territory’s prosecutor said, the 
seventh shooting death in the 
unrest shaking the French Pacific 
archipelago. The officer was in 
custody, and an investigation 
was underway. Prosecutor Yves 
Dupas said the officer is believed 
to have fired one shot, killing the 
48-year-old man on  Friday 
afternoon. The fatal shooting 
came hours after an emergency 
round-trip from Paris by French 

President Emmanuel Macron to 
de-escalate the violence. 

The distributor of a popular 
protest song in Hong Kong is 
removing the music from all 
platforms because of a court ban 
in the city, the group that created 
the song said Friday, a week after 
YouTube blocked access to its 
videos. Dgxmusic said on 
Instagram that it expressed its 
opposition to the decision by 
EmuBands, the distributor, to 
remove “Glory to Hong Kong,” 
widely sung by demonstrators 
during huge anti-government 
protests in 2019. The song has 
been removed from iTunes and 
Apple Music in various regions, 
the group said. Most versions of  
were also unavailable on Spotify 
in Hong Kong on Friday.

— From wire reports

Digest

BY WIDLORE MÉRANCOURT, 
SAMANTHA SCHMIDT 

AND AMANDA COLETTA

PORt-aU-PRiNCE, Haiti — Hun-
dreds of foreign police officers, 
requested more than 18 months 
ago by a prime minister who has 
since resigned, will soon touch 
down in Haiti, a U.N.-approved 
stabilization force for a country in 
chaos.

The mission is to be led by 
Kenya, with up to 2,500 police 
officers and soldiers from several 
countries to support Haiti’s belea-
guered national police against 
the armed gangs who control an 
estimated 80 percent of the capi-
tal. The coalition was painstak-
ingly assembled by the Biden ad-
ministration, which said from the 
outset it would neither lead the 
effort nor provide troops but 
struggled to find a country will-
ing to take it up.

“We concluded that for the 
United States to deploy forces in 
the hemisphere just raises all 
kinds of questions that can be 
easily misrepresented about what 
we’re trying to do,” President 
Biden said Thursday during a 
news conference with Kenyan 
President William Ruto. “So we 
set out to find a partner or part-
ners who would lead the effort 
that we would participate in.”

Still, the effort is to be fi-
nanced, armed and trained large-
ly by the United States. And on 
the ground right now in Port-au-
Prince, the Americans appear to 
be running the show.

U.S. diplomats co-wrote the 
U.N. resolution approving the 
force. The C-130s that bring con-
struction equipment and sup-
plies into the international air-
port here daily belong to the U.S. 
Air Force. American taxpayers are 
to provide the bulk of the funding. 
U.S. Southern Command is set-
ting up a base of operations here.

“The real country backing the 
Kenyans with materials and sup-
port is the United States,” said 
Louis Gérald Gilles, a member of 
the interim council that is run-
ning Haiti.

A small group of Kenyan offi-
cials arrived in Port-au-Prince 
this week, and Gen. Laura Rich-
ardson, the Southcom command-
er, has said “we will be ready to go 
on the 23rd of May.” Ruto told The 
Washington Post last week that 
he expected a contingent of 200 
officers to arrive in Haiti by the 
end of the month.

“There are outstanding issues 
around equipment,” he said. 
“There are [also] some outstand-
ing agreements with the neigh-
boring countries for purposes of 
evacuation if need be, of our 
personnel. …

“We believe that those out-
standing matters will be resolved 
in the coming days.”

As Ruto arrived in Washington 
for a state visit on Thursday, it 
was unclear whether that deploy-
ment was still on track, or wheth-
er Haiti’s skeletal interim govern-
ment was prepared to receive it. 
Congressional Republicans have 
blocked some funding, citing un-
answered questions about the 
rules of engagement and exit 
strategy. Members of the transi-
tional presidential council, run-
ning the government until a new 
president and legislature are 
elected, say they have received 
few details.

“If we’re saying this is to sup-
port the Haitian authorities but 
the Haitian authorities are not 
fully empowered or functional, 
how can we be moving forward 
with this deployment and surging 
resources on the ground?” asked 
Jake Johnston, a research associ-

ate at the Washington-based Cen-
ter for Economic and Policy Re-
search. “Nobody knows who is 
ultimately calling the shots.”

This Caribbean nation of 
11 million is beset by gang vio-
lence, political chaos and poverty. 
The presidency remains vacant 
since the 2021 assassination of 
Jovenel Moïse; embattled Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry resigned 
last month.

Three missionaries, two of 
them Americans, were shot to 
death in a gang attack in Port-au-
Prince on Thursday evening, 
Oklahoma-based Missions in 
Haiti Inc. said. The mayor of the 
Croix-des-Bouquets neighbor-
hood told The Post that there has 

been no police presence in the 
area since an attack on the local 
police station on Feb. 29, and 
investigators were unable to 
reach the scene.

The transitional council, 
sworn in last month, has yet to 
create a national security council 
to coordinate with the mission. 
The council was expected to dis-
cuss rules of engagement with 
Kenyan officials during a meeting 
on Thursday, member Leslie Vol-
taire told The Post.

On Wednesday, Sen. Tim Kaine 
(D-Va.), chair of the Senate For-
eign Relations subcommittee on 
the Western Hemisphere, joined 
fellow Democrats in urging Re-
publican leaders on the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee and 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee to lift a hold on 
$94 million for the security mis-
sion.

The United States has pledged 
$300 million. In April,  Biden used 
his drawdown authority to direct 
$60 million to provide “anti-
crime and counternarcotics” sup-
port for the mission and the Hai-
tian National Police.

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken warned this week that 
Haiti “is really on the precipice … 
of becoming a failed state.”

The mission is “focused on 
police and it’s really focused on 
strengthening and bolstering the 
capacity of the Haitian National 

U.S. fingerprints are all over Kenya-led plan to help Haiti     
After  refusing to take charge or send troops, American government is largely financing and arming mission  to stop gang  violence

Police to take this on themselves,” 
Blinken said Wednesday. “This is 
not us policing the world.”

Kenya will provide the bulk of 
the troops here. Also pledging 
personnel are Caribbean neigh-
bors Barbados, Jamaica and the 
Bahamas, plus Bangladesh, Be-
lize, Benin and Chad. Canada and 
France have provided funding.

But Haitians see the United 
States as the real power here.

“I have the impression that we 
are facing a U.S. force disguised as 
Kenyan,” said Wethzer Piercin, a 
25-year-old linguistics student in 
Port-au-Prince. “They are lever-
aging Kenya’s history to their 
advantage. It’s their best option, 
but they are the ones bolstering 
the force and organizing meet-
ings with President Ruto.”

Piercin said he felt “some hope” 
at the arrival of the Kenyans, but 
said it was local forces who 
should solve Haiti’s security cri-
sis.

Cadafy Noël, a 31-year-old digi-
tal entrepreneur in Jérémie, was 
skeptical of U.S. intentions.

“When it comes to the United 
States’ involvement in the strat-
egy to establish peace in the coun-
try, we don’t see many results,” he 
said. “Most of the guns come from 
the U.S. We don’t see any effort to 
curb gun trafficking.”

Still, he said, “we are eager to 
see the force working with the 
police to bring some results and 
peace.”

Haiti has suffered a long his-
tory of destabilizing foreign inter-
ventions. The U.N. mission from 
2004 to 2017 achieved mixed re-
sults against Haiti’s armed gangs. 
The military component of the 
mission, led by Brazil with troops 
from more than 20 countries, is 
remembered largely for alleged 
rights abuses and a cholera out-
break that killed nearly 10,000 
people.

The United States and Haitian 
police have resumed flights here 
by strengthening security around 
the international airport, said 
Gilles, the transitional council 
member. Richardson said a “lim-
ited” number of uniformed U.S. 
personnel would handle logistics 
and sustainment.

Dennis B. Hankins, the U.S. 
ambassador to Haiti, appeared 
alongside Haiti’s chief of police 
and the airport’s director on Sun-
day to present the country with 10 
armored vehicles.

Hankins said the United States 
had identified, in coordination 
with the Haitian government, the 
site for the mission’s operations, 
which “should begin before the 
end of the month.”

Each military flight includes a 
small contingent of security per-
sonnel for the aircraft, Hankins 
said, and a private security firm 
has been contracted to secure the 
construction site. The foreign 
troops, he said, “are here to rein-
force the government’s forces, not 
replace them,” Hankins said.

Gilles welcomed their coming 
arrival.

“To avoid past mistakes,” he 
said, “they need to support the 
national police, vet the institu-
tion to remove corrupt officers, 
provide weapons to the police, 
increase the police force, modern-
ize it, and train them in tech-
niques to combat gangs.”

They’ll face the challenge of 
dislodging the heavily armed mi-
litias. Even if they manage to push 
the gangs out of the capital, Vol-
taire said, he fears they could 
simply spread violence in other 
parts of the country.

schmidt reported from bogotá, 
Colombia. Coletta reported from 
toronto. Katharine houreld in nairobi 
and John hudson in washington 
contributed to this report.

dOnwIlsOn OdhIAmbO/gEtty ImAgEs

Police officers in Nairobi respond in March 2023 to a demonstration. Kenyan police  will soon arrive in Haiti to help counter gangs controlling the capital, Port-au-Prince.

Relatives grieve during the burial service for Jhon-Roselet Joseph on May 18 in Port-au-Prince. Roselet 
was killed by a stray bullet during a clash between Haitian police and gang members.

RAmOn EsPInOsA/AP
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PORt-aU-PRiNCE, Haiti — Three
people from an oklahoma-based
missionary group, including the
daughter and son-in-law of a
missouri state representative,
were shot and killed in a gang
attack in Haiti as they were
leaving an event at a church, the
organization said friday.

State rep. Ben Baker (r) and
missions in Haiti identified the
victims as David “Davy” Lloyd III,
23, son of the organization’s
founders; his wife and Baker’s
daughter, Natalie Lloyd, 21; and

Jude montis, 45, its country di-
rector. They were coming out of a
church Thursday evening when
they were ambushed by “a gang of
3 trucks full of guys,” missions in
Haiti said on its facebook page.

“They were three great peo-
ple,” David Lloyd, who founded
the group with his wife, Alicia,
told The Washington Post.
“They’re irreplaceable. I’m at a
loss as how to continue going
forward without them.”

“my heart is broken in a thou-
sand pieces,” Baker said on face-
book. “They went to Heaven to-
gether.” He asked for prayers for
the Baker and Lloyd families.

The State Department is aware
of “reports of the deaths of U.S.
citizens in Haiti,” a spokesperson
said, and stands “ready to pro-
vide all appropriate consular as-
sistance.”

The Caribbean nation of 11 mil-
lion people is beset by gang vio-

lence, political corruption and en-
demic poverty. Its presidency has
beenvacant since the 2021 assassi-
nation of President Jovenel moïse,
and its legislature empty since the
last lawmakers’ terms expired ear-
ly last year. Prime minister Ariel
Henry resigned last month.

The paramilitary groups
launched an attack on the main
airport inPort-au-Prince infebru-
ary, shuttering it for nearly three
months. It reopened this week.

The government is now run by
a transitional presidential coun-
cil tasked with holding new elec-
tions. A U.N.-approved interna-
tional police force, led by Kenya
and funded and trained largely
by the United States, is preparing
to deploy to Port-au-Prince this
month to help the Haitian Na-
tional Police confront heavily
armed gangs that control an esti-
mated 80 percent of the capital.

The Claremore, okla.-based

missions in Haiti this week ex-
pressed optimism about the de-
ployment: “Some gangs are real-
izing their rule is about to come
to an end.”

The independent nonprofit,
founded in 2000, runs a church
and a children’s home in the Bon
repos district of Port-au-Prince
and a bakery that provides bread
for the children and employs
them when they become adults.
It has about 50 employees.

Gang members stole their ve-
hicles and took Davy Lloyd to a
house where he was tied up and
beaten, the organization said.
Another gang arrived to see “if
they could help, so they say,” but
when one of its members was
killed, the gang “went into full
attack mode” and began shooting
at the house where the three
missionaries were held.

The missionaries used Starlink
satellite internet service to call

for help, and the organization
tried to procure an armored po-
lice vehicle to evacuate them, it
said. But help never came, and all
three were fatally shot.

Davy and Natalie Lloyd mar-
ried in missouri in 2022, David
Lloyd said. He said Alicia left the
country in April aboard a State
Department evacuation flight be-
cause she had medical issues. He
left Wednesday with his youngest
son after the airport reopened.

Lloyd said the plan was for
family members to rotate in and
out. He said he had asked Davy if
he and Natalie wanted to leave
this week, but Davy declined, say-
ing his father should join Alicia in
the United States for two or three
weeks since they’d been separated
since April. He and Natalie would
leave when Lloyd returned.

“I preferred me just to be there
when it’s really going bad, be-
cause I didn’t want my family to

get caught up in something,”
Lloyd said, “but Davy was like,
‘Dad, I’m an adult now. This is
where I want to be.’ He grew up
there. He loved Haiti.”

The State Department urges
U.S. citizens against traveling to
Haiti. In a long-standing travel
warning, it cites widespread kid-
napping — among other violent
crimes — that regularly targets
Americans and other foreigners,
often with firearms. The U.S. Em-
bassy in Port-au-Prince periodi-
cally advises Americans in Haiti
to leave as quickly as possible.

Lloyd said that all of the chil-
dren have been evacuated to a
safer area and that missions in
Haiti had never had any prob-
lems with the gangs — until
Thursday.

Coletta reported from Toronto.
Michael Birnbaum in Washington
contributed to this report.

Three missionaries from Okla.-based group fatally shot in Haiti
Daughter, son-in-law of
Mo. state representative

among the victims

“When it’s, for example, a
pontoon bridge … but there’s a
10-meter deviation, it ends up in
the water,” the first Ukrainian
official said.

russian jamming signals are
sent up from the groundand form
a cone-shaped area. Any guided
munition — or aircraft — passing
through is at risk of interference.

A battalion commander, speak-
ingon the conditionof anonymity
because he was not authorized to
do so publicly, described flying a
reconnaissance drone in foggy
conditions last year in Bakhmut
to track a HImArS strike on a
russian position. on his screen,
the commander watched in dis-
may as each rocket missed.

Countermeasures
one way the Ukrainians coun-

ter russia’s jamming is by target-
ing known electronic warfare sys-
tems with drones before using
HImArS. This has proved effec-
tive in some cases.

“Initially, there were no prob-
lems,” the first senior official add-
ed. “It was simple: The machine
arrived. The button was pressed
and there was a precise hit. Now,
it’s more complicated.”

The official added, “TheAmeri-
cans are equipping HImArS with
additional equipment to ensure
good geolocation.”

one U.S. weapon used by air-
craft, the GBU-39 small-diameter
bomb,hasproved resilient to jam-
ming, according to the confiden-
tial documents.Nearly 90percent
of dropped bombs struck their
target, the assessment found.

Its smaller surfaceareamakes it
more difficult for russian systems
to detect and intercept, the docu-
ments said. Ukraine first received
the aerial weapons — a delivery
not previously disclosed by the
Pentagon — in November 2023.

The GBU-39 was also adapted
for land use in HImArS launch-
ers, a development that Pentagon
officials said would increase the
range of rocket artillery. But the
modified weapons, known as
Ground Launched Small Diame-
ter Bombs, or GLSDB, proved
ineffective compared with those
launched from airplanes, Ukrai-
nian officials said. The ground
versions were tested in Ukraine,
one official said, and the Ameri-
cans are working on adjustments
before providing them anew.

William LaPlante, the Penta-
gon’s acquisition chief, said last
month that an adapted weapon
“didn’t work for multiple rea-
sons,” including jamming and
other tactical and logistical is-
sues. LaPlante did not disclose
which weapon he was referring
to, but other experts said that he
was describing the GLSDB.

“When you send something to
people in the fight of their lives,”
LaPlante said, “they’ll try it three
times and then they just throw it
aside.”

Senior Ukrainian military offi-
cials said Storm Shadow air-
launched cruise missiles, provid-
ed by Britain, are less susceptible
to russian jamming because they
do not rely solely on GPS but two
other navigation systems, includ-
ing an internal map that matches
the terrain of its intended flight
path. russian air defenses none-
theless have had some success
intercepting them.

The Ukrainians have also had
success so far with U.S.-provided
Army Tactical missile System
long-range missiles, which have a
range of up to 190 miles, but they,
too, can be targeted by russian
air defenses.

The Ukrainian officials said
they expect that weapons effec-
tive on the battlefield now will
similarly slump within a year.

“Therussianswill learnhowto
fight it,” the second Ukrainian
official said. “That’s how the arms
race works.”

horton reported fromWashington.

Despite some effort to thwart
the jamming, potential fixes seem
limiteduntil theWestdeliversf-16
fighter jets, the assessment found.
Such modern planes would allow
Ukraine’sair force topushrussian
pilots back, enabling the use of
different kinds of weapons with
greater range and ability to avoid
some electronic warfare systems.

The aircraft-dropped JDAms
provide another example of de-
clining effectiveness of weaponry.

Their introduction, in febru-
ary 2023,was a surprise torussia.
But within weeks, success rates
dropped after “non resistance” to
jamming was revealed, according
to the assessment. In that period,
bombs missed their targets from
as little as 65 feet to about three-
quarters of a mile.

Ukraine provided feedback
about the jamming problem, and
the United States and weapons
manufacturers delivered im-
provedsystems lastmay, thedocu-
ments said. The guidance systems
were more resistant, but russian
forces increasedcountermeasures
over the summer. Hit rates
dropped to a low in July. overall,
the hit rate was more than 60 per-
cent for much of the year.

HImArS launchers were cel-
ebrated during the first year of
russia’s invasion for their success
in striking ammunition depots
and command points behind en-
emy lines.

But by the second year, “every-
thing ended: The russians de-
ployed electronic warfare, dis-
abled satellite signals, and
HImArS became completely in-
effective,” a second senior Ukrai-
nian military official said. “This
ineffectiveness led to the point
where a very expensive shell was
used” increasingly to strike low-
er-priority targets.

The Ukrainian military docu-
ments did not assess guided m30
orm31munitions,which are fired
from HImArS launchers. But in
January, Ukraine’s military com-
mand wrote a policy paper urging
Western supporters to provide an
alternative: m26 cluster muni-
tions that also could be launched
from multiple-launch rocket sys-
tems. These low-tech, unguided
rockets are resistant to jamming,
and the cluster submunitions can
still hit targets in awide area even
if the shot is imprecise.

Kyiv still considers itsHImArS
rockets effective, but russian
jammingcancause themtomiss a
target by 50 feet or more.

not observed, leaving the precise
success rate unclear.

But even before the United
States ceased deliveries, Ukraini-
an artillerymen had largely
stopped using Excalibur, the as-
sessments said, because the shells
are harder to use compared with
standardhowitzer rounds, requir-
ing time-consuming special cal-
culations and programming. Now
they are shunned altogether, mili-
tary personnel in the field said.

The senior Ukrainian official
said Kyiv shared this feedback
with Washington but got no re-
sponse. The Ukrainians have
faced a similar challenge with
guided 155mm shells provided by
other Western countries. Some
employ guidance other than GPS,
and it is unclear why they also
became less effective.U.S. defense
officials declined to address the
Ukrainian assertion.

The Excalibur precision artil-
lery round typifies many U.S.
weapons: pricey and sophisticat-
ed but accurate. Ukraine has used
the rounds, fired by U.S. artillery
systems such as the m777, to de-
stroy targets, like enemy artillery
and armored vehicles, from about
15 to 24 miles away.

rob Lee, a senior fellow with
the foreign Policy research Insti-
tute, a Philadelphia-based re-
search group, said russia’s use of
electronic warfare to combat
guided munitions was an impor-
tant battlefield development in
the past year. many weapons are
potent when they’re introduced,
but they lose effectiveness over
time, Lee said, part of a nonstop
game of cat-and-mouse between
adversaries who constantly adapt
and innovate.

The involvement of defense
companies is crucial to overcom-
ing russian defenses such as jam-
ming, Lee said.

“The problem with a lot of
Western defense companies,” Lee
said, compared with russian
manufacturers, is that “there is
not the same sense of urgency.”

Denseweb of jamming
A web of russian electronic

warfare systems and air defenses
menaceUkrainianpilots, the doc-
uments said, adding that some
russian jammers also scramble
the navigation system of planes.
The russian defense is so dense,
the assessment found, that there
are “no open windows for the
Ukrainian pilots where they feel
that they are not at gunpoint.”

war in Ukraine, where each side
deploys technology and novel
changes to outfox the other and
exploit vulnerabilities. The rus-
sian military has been adept at
electronic warfare for years, ana-
lysts andofficials said, investing in
systems that can overwhelm the
signalsandfrequencyofelectronic
components, such as GPS naviga-
tion, which helps guide some pre-
cision munitions to their targets.

Ukrainians initially found suc-
cess using Excalibur 155mm
rounds, with more than 50 per-
cent accurately hitting their tar-
gets early last year, according to
the confidential assessment,
which was based on direct visual
observations. over the next sev-
eral months, that dropped below
10 percent, with the assessment
pointing torussianGPS jamming
as the culprit.

The study cautioned that far
fewer shells were fired later in the
research period, and many were

robust electronic countermea-
sures, but russia’s capabilities
nonetheless put heavy pressure
on Washington and its NATo al-
lies to continue innovating.

“I’m not saying no one was
worried about it before, but now
they’re starting to worry,” one
senior Ukrainian military official
said.

“As we share information with
our partners and our partners
share with us, the russians defi-
nitely also share with China,” the
official added. “And even if they
don’t share with China … China
monitors events in Ukraine.”

Failing to strike targets
russia’s invasion of Ukraine

created a modern testing ground
for Western arms that had never
been used against a foe with mos-
cow’s ability to jam GPS naviga-
tion.

Innovation is a feature of virtu-
ally every conflict, including the

ample, fell sharply over a period
of months — to less than 10 per-
cent hitting their targets — before
Ukraine’s military abandoned
them last year, according to the
confidential Ukrainian assess-
ments.

While other news accounts
have described russia’s superior
electronic warfare capabilities,
the documents obtained by The
Post include previously unreport-
ed details on the extent to which
russian jamming has thwarted
Western weaponry.

“The Excalibur technology in
existing versions has lost its po-
tential,” the assessments found,
adding that battlefield experience
in Ukraine had disproved its rep-
utation as a “one shot, one target”
weapon — at least until the Penta-
gon and U.S. manufacturers ad-
dress the issue.

Six months ago, after Ukraini-
ans reported the problem, Wash-
ington simply stopped providing
Excalibur shells because of the
high failure rate, the Ukrainian
officials said, speaking on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
a sensitive security matter. In oth-
er cases, such as aircraft-dropped
bombs called JDAms, the manu-
facturer provided a patch and
Ukraine continues to use them.

Ukraine’s military command
prepared the reports between fall
2023 and April 2024 and shared
them with the United States and
other supporters, hoping todevel-
op solutions and open up direct
contact with weapons manufac-
turers. In interviews, Ukrainian
officials described an overly bu-
reaucratic process that they said
had complicated a path toward
urgently needed adjustments to
improve the failing weaponry.

The officials agreed to answer
questions about the assessments
in hopes of drawing attention to
the Ukrainian military’s needs.
Several Ukrainian and U.S. offi-
cials interviewed for this story
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because of the sensitivity
of the issue.

The Pentagon anticipated that
some precision-guided muni-
tions would be defeated by rus-
sian electronic warfare and has
worked with Ukraine to hone
tactics and techniques, a senior
U.S. defense official said.

russia “has continued to ex-
pand their use of electronic war-
fare,” the senior U.S. official said.
“And we continue to evolve and
make sure that Ukraine has the
capabilities they need to be effec-
tive.”

The U.S. defense official reject-
ed claims that bureaucracy has
slowed the response. The Penta-
gon and weapons manufacturers
have provided solutions some-
times within hours or days, the
official said, but did not provide
examples.

Ukraine’s Defense ministry, in
a statement, said it cooperates
regularly with the Pentagon and
also communicates directly with
weapons manufacturers.

“We work closely with the Pen-
tagon on such matters. In the
event of technical problems, we
promptly inform our partners to
take the necessary measures to
solve them in a timely manner,”
the ministry said. “our partners
from the USA and other Western
countries provide constant sup-
port for our requests. In particu-
lar, we regularly receive recom-
mendations to improve the
equipment.”

U.S.-made guided munitions
providedtoUkraine typicallywere
successful when introduced, but
often became less so as russian
forces adapted. Now, some arms
once considered potent tools no
longer provide an edge.

In a conventional war, the U.S.
military might not face the same
difficulties as Ukraine because it
has amore advanced air force and

UkRAIne from A1

U.S., other suppliers try to bolster Ukrainian arms against Russian jamming

anasTasia vlasova for The WashingTon PosT

A Ukrainian commander displays a U.S.-built HIMARS vehicle in 2022. The system uses GPS-guided rockets, and Russian jamming can
affect them. “The Americans are equipping HIMARS with additional equipment to ensure good geolocation,” a Ukrainian official said.

note: illustrations not to scale

Some of the weapons affected by Russian jamming

TheM142 (pictured) and
M270 launch rockets at a
range of about 50 miles.
They can also fire the
longer-range aTaCMs
missiles.

rounds are guided by gPs coordinates
programmed before firing. naTo
155mm howitzers such as the M777
fire the weapon.

Launched from HIMARS

Launched from howitzers

sources: raytheon, army recognition
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Launched from planes

Joint Direct attack Munition-extended range

air-launched gPs-guided weapon that
converts dumb bombs into
precision-guided glide bombs.

EXCALIBUR 155MM SHELLS

M30/M31 ROCKETS

guided Multiple launch rocket system
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After Israeli troops seized the 
rafah crossing, Egypt refused to 
allow relief supplies backed up on 
its territory to be inspected at Ker-
em Shalom, which is just across 
the border with Israel.

Still, the move was unlikely to 
result in improved aid flow to 
Gaza. Aid agencies there say ac-
cessing Kerem Shalom from the 
Palestinian side is difficult and 
risky — the area is a closed military 
zone, with active fighting nearby.

mary Ellen o’Connell, a profes-
sor of law and peace studies at the 
University of Notre Dame, de-
scribed the ICJ’s ruling friday as 
the clearest indication yet that the 
operation in rafah might be un-
folding in contravention of inter-
national humanitarian law.

“This order from the court, 13, 
including the judge of U.S. nation-
ality, are all saying this offensive 
cannot go forward,” she said. 

“That should be the final word 
that President Biden needs to or-
der the immediate cessation of 
weapons delivery,” she said. “We 
have a statute in the United States 
that we cannot deliver military 
assistance to a country that’s vio-
lating international humanitari-
an law. You can’t get a clearer 
decision or ruling on that being 
the case than this judgment.”

In the statement from ICC pros-
ecutor Karim Khan, he said he had 
reasonable grounds to believe 
 Netanyahu and Gallant were re-
sponsible for crimes including 
starvation as a method of warfare, 
willful killing and murder, exter-
mination, and intentionally direct-
ing attacks against a civilian popu-
lation.

The ICC is separate from the 
ICJ, but the warrant applications 
put further pressure on Israel. on 
friday, European Union foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell warned 
countries against trying to intimi-
date the ICC as a panel of judges 
considers Khan’s request.

But four months later, aid has 
slowed to a trickle, and the World 
food Program says that northern 
Gaza is in “full-blown famine.”

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple fleeing rafah have packed into 
the rubble-strewn city of Khan 
Younis or pitched tents on a beach-
front in the mawasi district that is 
so crowded that families are living 
just feet from the high-tide mark.

The Biden administration had 
repeatedly warned Israel that a 
major military operation in rafah 
constituted a red line for U.S. sup-
port. Now, with the offensive un-
derway, administration officials 
have characterized Israel’s move-
ments as “targeted and limited.”

Egypt on friday said it agreed to 
begin sending aid trucks through 
Israel’s Kerem Shalom crossing, 
after Egyptian President Abdel fa-
tah El-Sisi spoke on the phone 
with President Biden.

bers, including the United States, 
can veto resolutions.

oumar Ba, an assistant profes-
sor of government at Cornell Uni-
versity, said, however, that the 
court’s decision was significant in 
the message it sent to Israel and its 
allies.

“It clearly states where the line 
has been drawn by the court when 
it comes to international law,” he 
said. “There is certainly an accel-
eration here … of Israel being basi-
cally on the accused bench and 
having to defend its stance and its 
action in the eye of the interna-
tional community.”

The ICJ had ordered “provi-
sional measures” Jan. 26, declar-
ing that Palestinians had a right to 
be protected from acts of genocide 
and calling on Israel to take “all 
measures within its power” to pre-
vent such actions, including by 
facilitating humanitarian aid.

courts as misinterpretations of a 
war they see as existential.

A poll conducted by Israel’s 
maariv newspaper, published fri-
day, found that 43 percent of those 
surveyed thought intensive mili-
tary activity was the best route to 
freeing the hostages. Nearly half, 
or 49 percent, disagreed with the 
assertion that the ICC’s arrest war-
rants for Netanyahu and Gallant 
were the result of Israel’s poor 
execution of the war.

friday’s ruling could also cause 
problems for the Biden adminis-
tration. The United States has 
been a key supporter of the ICJ’s 
work, but is also Israel’s most im-
portant political and military ally, 
providing the majority of the 
weaponry that Israeli forces are 
using in their Gaza campaign.

The court’s orders must be en-
forced by the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, whose five permanent mem-

The court’s order applied to of-
fensive action in rafah, he said. 
“Legitimate defensive actions, 
within the strict confines of inter-
national law, to repel specific at-
tacks, would be consistent with 
the order of the Court.”

The conflict began oct. 7, when 
Hamas militants killed about 
1,200 people in southern Israel 
and took more than 240 others 
back to Gaza as hostages. Israel 
says its military campaign is 
aimed at eliminating the group, 
which ruled besieged Gaza for 
years, but the overwhelming fire-
power of Israeli forces has also 
leveled districts, destroyed the ter-
ritory’s ability to feed itself, and 
damaged its hospital network.

more than 35,800 Palestinians 
have been killed during the seven-
month operation, and another 
80,000 have been wounded. The 
ICJ also ordered Israel to allow 
international investigators to en-
ter Gaza, and reiterated a previous 
order for the immediate release of 
more than 100 hostages still held 
by Hamas and other groups.

Israeli officials reject the geno-
cide charges, arguing that the soar-
ing death toll in Gaza is an un-
avoidable consequence of battling 
an enemy that embeds in civilian 
areas. Benny Gantz, a centrist 
member of Israel’s war cabinet, 
said friday that the Israeli military 
would continue its fight in rafah.

“The State of Israel is commit-
ted to continue fighting to return 
its hostages and promise the secu-
rity of its citizens — wherever and 
whenever necessary — including 
in rafah,” he said in a statement 
after the ICJ’s ruling was an-
nounced. That fight, he said, 
would take place “in accordance 
with international law.”

The mounting international 
pressure has helped Netanyahu at 
home, galvanizing even his oppo-
nents into outrage. many Israelis 
view the moves by international 

fense minister Yoav Gallant, as 
well as three members of the 
Hamas militant group’s senior 
leadership, for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. The 
United Nations Security Council 
has also ordered a temporary halt 
in the fighting, to no avail.

In a closely watched case 
brought by South Africa in Janu-
ary, the ICJ had already ordered 
Israel to take all measures within 
its power to prevent genocide and 
to allow urgently needed humani-
tarian aid to flow into the enclave. 
This time, the court was asked to 
consider whether changes on the 
ground since that initial ruling 
were sufficiently urgent to require 
the panel to order an end to the 
fighting in and around rafah.

In a statement read aloud in-
side The Hague’s Peace Palace, ICJ 
President Nawaf Salam said the 
court was not convinced by mea-
sures that Israel says it has taken 
to alleviate civilian suffering.

The panel voted 13-2 in favor of 
an order that Israel “immediately 
halt its military offensive, and any 
other action in the rafah Gover-
norate, which may inflict on the 
Palestinian group in Gaza condi-
tions of life that could bring about 
its physical destruction in whole 
or in part.”

In a hearing last week, Israel 
had argued that the granting of 
South Africa’s request would leave 
Hamas free to launch attacks on 
Israeli territory. In a separate 
opinion, Dire Tladi, a South Afri-
can judge on the court, described 
that position as a “false choice 
between two extremes.”

“It suggests that Israel is 
obliged either to allow the viola-
tion of its rights and those of its 
citizens or to engage in limitless 
operations causing the cata-
strophic consequences that have 
been so widely reported,” he wrote.
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World Court order to halt Rafah assault will be di∞cult to enforce without U.S.

mohAmmed sALem/reuters

Smoke rises during an Israeli airstrike in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Friday. Israeli officials 
indicated that they would ignore an International Court of Justice order to halt the offensive there.
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An image of 15-year-old Carlo Acutis, who died  of leukemia in 2006, is unveiled in October 2020 
during his beatification ceremony in St. Francis Basilica in Assisi, Italy.

BY MARÍA LUISA PAÚL

In southern mexico, the deep 
and raspy roars of howler mon-
keys reverberate through the lush 
jungles enveloping the city of 
Comalcalco. The sound — akin to 
the rumble of distant thunder or 
the grumble of a large engine — 
usually crescendos around dawn 
and dusk, signaling to residents 
the beginning and end of each day.

But those booming, guttural 
growls have grown fainter in re-
cent weeks as at least 147 monkeys 
have died amid excessive heat rag-
ing in the states of Tabasco and 
Chiapas, Comalcalco-based veter-
inarian Víctor  morato said.

In Comalcalco, where tempera-
tures have topped 113 degrees, 
residents have stumbled upon the 
corpses of monkeys “that dropped 
dead from the trees,” morato said 
— sometimes, as many as 10 bod-
ies at a time. other primates that 
were found still clinging to life 
have been rushed to morato’s ani-
mal hospital, where he immedi-
ately hooks them to IV drips with 
electrolytes.

“It’s the saddest thing to have 
them stretch out their little hands 
to you as if to say, ‘Please help me, 
I’m dying,’ ” morato told The 
Washington Post. “And more 
heartbreaking yet is to think that 
we humans have contributed to 
this disaster.”

over the past year, an ongoing 
and severe drought has parched 
most of mexico, draining reser-
voirs and leaving parts of the coun-
try grappling with an acute water 
crisis. Since mid-march, scorching 
temperatures have led to at least 
26 heat-related deaths, according 
to the nation’s health ministry. The 
double-whammy of weather phe-
nomena, scientists have warned, is 
aggravated by climate change — 
which alters usual weather pat-
terns and results in longer and 
hotter periods with less rain.

Across Tabasco and Chiapas, 
the effects of drought and exces-
sive heat are compounded by the 
region’s worsening deforestation, 
forest fires and logging, wildlife 
biologist Gilberto Pozo said. Those 
factors combined, he said, have 
led to howler monkeys being de-
prived of the food, water and 
shade they need to survive.

The resulting monkey deaths 
began on may 4 and seem to have 
peaked last weekend, said Pozo, 
who is a researcher at the Tabasco-
based conservation organization 
Cobius, which stands for Biodiver-
sity Conservation of the Usuma-
cinta, a region that stretches be-
tween mexico and Guatemala.

“Everything that could go 
wrong here essentially did — all 
these things came together, and 
the monkeys just couldn’t take it 
anymore,” Pozo said. “This is a dire 
warning that human activities 
have consequences, which can be 
fatal for biodiversity and, in this 

case, for a species that is in danger 
of extinction.”

Howler monkeys, known as 
saraguatos, are crucial for the 
tropical rainforests that cover 
most of southern mexico, Pozo 
said. The primates’ role as one of 
the ecosystem’s top seed dispers-
ers is incredibly effective — albeit 
purely accidental. Because of their 
steady diet of fruit, howler mon-
keys carry seeds in their bellies 
while traveling across the jungle.

once the monkeys defecate, 
those seeds land on the ground 
and eventually turn into the huge 
trees blanketing the region. This 
process, Pozo said, promotes biodi-
versity and healthy forest growth.

In addition to serving as the 
jungle’s gardeners, howler mon-
keys have been an icon of mexican 
culture for centuries. The maya — 
a civilization that spanned much 
of Central America and southern 
mexico for hundreds of years — 
revered the howler monkey as a 
mischievous deity and the patron 
of artisans, musicians and scribes. 
In the Aztec Empire, monkeys 
symbolized joy and had a day dedi-
cated to them.

Despite the primates’ signifi-
cance, its population has been 
dwindling for decades — mainly 
due to habitat destruction, disease 
and hunting. The International 
Union for Conservation of Nature, 
the world’s top wildlife-monitor-
ing group, has classified the mexi-
can subspecies of howler monkey 
as endangered since 2003 — and 
warned that 31 percent of its suit-
able habitat could be lost by 2048.

The new, blistering heat is “not 
helping — not at all,” Pozo said.

over the past week, nonprofits, 
researchers and civil organiza-
tions have called on the mexican 
government to do more to save the 
monkeys — and complained about 
what a local association of zoolo-
gists and conservationists, 
Azcarm, called “the total absence” 
of federal institutions.

mexico’s environmental agen-
cy, SEmArNAT, “has not taken a 
true leadership role in this emer-

gency,” Azcarm said in a state-
ment, adding that a “contingency 
plan is urgently needed.”

In a statement, a SEmArNAT 
spokesperson said the agency is 
making “a coordinated effort to 
address this issue,” and referred 
The Post to its previous news re-
leases. In one from monday, 
 SEmArNAT said investigators are 
conducting necropsies to deter-
mine what’s causing the monkeys’ 
deaths, adding that “federal, state 
and municipal authorities were 
working in coordination with the 
academic sector and zoos in the 
region.”

for now, community members 
in Comalcalco are trying to help 
the monkeys however they can, 
morato said. They’re walking for 
miles in search of bodies, leaving 
buckets of water and fruit in the 
jungle, and rushing those with 
heat-related illnesses to morato’s 
office.

So far, morato said, he’s cared 
for eight howler monkeys, includ-
ing a senile male, an orphaned 
baby and a young mother who 
appears to have lost her young. 
The three — Bernabé, Songo and 
monina, respectively — are named 
after Cuban star Celia Cruz’s hit 
song “Burundanga.”

All the monkeys, morato added, 
have arrived with blistering fevers 
and are dehydrated and bruised. 
Thankfully, he said, “We haven’t 
lost any of them yet” — something 
he attributes to the electrolytes, 
strawberry Ensure drinks and 
fresh mangos his team provides.

Despite the urgency, the vet 
tries to focus on the hopeful mo-
ments — like on Sunday, when he 
and several volunteers released 
monina and Songo, her adopted 
child, back into the wild. The 
group placed two plastic carriers 
by the foot of a tall, winding tree. 
Cheers erupted after each monkey 
quickly climbed the tree’s trunk.

“I think they’re going to pull 
through,” morato said. “As long as 
there are people with good hearts, 
I’ll still have hope that we can save 
this species.”

Howler monkeys dropping dead 
from trees in Mexico’s brutal heat

Luis mAnueL Lopez/reuters

A veterinarian holds a Yucatán black howler monkey rescued from 
the jungle  amid a fierce heat wave, in Cunduacán, Mexico.

BY KELSEY ABLES

An early-aughts blog is prob-
ably not where you’d expect to 
find the next mother Teresa, but 
that is where Carlo Acutis — soon 
to become the first millennial 
saint in the Catholic Church — 
made a name for himself docu-
menting miracles.

The Holy See said Thursday 
that Pope francis has recognized 
a second miracle linked to Acutis, 
paving the way for his canoniza-
tion — the final step in a process 
that can sometimes take decades. 
It will place the online evangeliz-
er — who died in 2006 of leu-
kemia at age 15 — among thou-
sands of saints recognized by the 
church.

The Catholic Church has strug-
gled to pull in young people as it 
wrestles with criticism of its out-
dated practices, views of gender 
equality and sexual abuse scan-
dals that have alienated its mem-
bers. Pope francis has made ef-
forts to increase inclusivity in the 
deeply hierarchical institution, 
such as by allowing blessings for 
same-sex couples and calling on 
theologians to “demasculinize” 
the church, often drawing ire 
from conservatives.

Vatican News, the official news 
portal of the Holy See, on Thurs-
day announced multiple develop-
ments related to the canonization 
of new saints, but “for young Cath-
olics, the most interesting is surely 

the recognition of a miracle attrib-
uted to Blessed Carlo Acutis.”

Born in London in 1991, Acutis 
has drawn a following for his 
piety and meticulous research on 
miracles, which he publicized on-
line. one Catholic publication 
dubbed him “God’s Influencer,” 
while another site described him 
as a teen with a “strong faith and 
a weakness for Nutella.” Vatican 
News wrote that he loved soccer, 
video games and was a “natural 
jokester.”

When Acutis was beatified in 
2020, white-cloaked Holy See of-
ficials gathered around a massive 
portrait of the teen, showing him 
wearing a red polo shirt and a 
backpack. The following year, an 
estimated 117,000 people visited 
the tomb where his body is on 
display in the Nike sneakers, 
jeans and track jacket he was 
buried in, according to the Catho-
lic News Service.

Starting at age 11, Acutis began 
investigating Eucharistic mira-
cles — when the bread and wine 
served at Catholic mass, believed 
to be the body and blood of 
Christ, are said to take on the 
biological characteristics of hu-
man flesh or blood. An exhibition 
of his project went on to be 
displayed at thousands of church-
es around the world.

Those around him were “aston-
ished by his ability to understand 
the hidden secrets of computing, 
which are normally accessible 
only to those who have studied at 
university level,” according to a 
website advocating for his saint-
hood. During Acutis’s beatifica-
tion, Pope francis said he 
“grasped the needs of his time.”

The process of becoming a 
saint typically begins when a 

bishop opens an investigation 
into the life of a deceased person 
with a reputation for “exceptional 
holiness,” at which point that 
person can be declared a “Servant 
of God,” according to the website 
for the University of Southern 
California’s Dornsife College. 
With further research, they can 
reach the next title, “Venerable.” 
To be beatified or recognized as 
“Blessed,” the Vatican usually 
must recognize at least one mira-
cle the person performed. Two 
miracles are typically required 
for canonization.

The second miracle, an-
nounced Thursday, reportedly in-
volved a woman from Costa rica 
who in 2022 prayed at Acutis’s 
tomb in Assisi, Italy, after her 
daughter fell from her bicycle, 
suffering severe head trauma that 
doctors said she was not likely to 
survive. Vatican News reported 
that days after the woman’s visit 
to the tomb, a CT scan “proved 
that her [daughter’s] hemorrhage 
had disappeared.”

In 2020, the church recognized 
his first miracle, involving a Bra-
zilian boy who was allegedly 
healed of a pancreatic birth defect 
after his mother prayed to Acutis.

Agbonkhianmeghe orobator, 
dean of the Jesuit School of The-
ology at Santa Clara University, 
said he was “delighted by the 
news of Carlo Acutis’s canoniza-
tion,” noting that he recently vis-
ited a diocese in California where 
young people go on pilgrimage 
and carry out community service 
in honor of Acutis.

“His canonization demon-
strates that being young is not a 
barrier to holiness, but being 
young is a gift to the Church and 
to the world,” orobator said.

Pope clears the way for  teen blogger 
 to become the first millennial saint

The church recognizes 
a second miracle 

linked to Carlo Acutis 
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Judge weighs changes 
to Google’s app store 

 Google confronted the latest in 
a succession of legal attacks on 
its digital empire Thursday as a 
federal judge began to address 
anticompetitive practices in the 
app market for smartphones 
powered by its Android software.

The San Francisco court 
hearing before U.S. District 
Judge James Donato came five 
months after a nine-person jury 
decided Google had turned its 
Play Store for Android phone 
apps into an illegal monopoly 
following a four-week trial in an 
antitrust case brought by Epic 
Games, the maker of Fortnite. 

At the start of the hearing, 
Donato told lawyers for both 

parties not to revisit the jury’s 
verdict, which is now “carved in 
stone.”  

The verdict has given Epic a 
chance to persuade Donato to 
impose sweeping restrictions 
and other changes on how 
Google manages the distribution 
of Android apps.   Under Epic’s 
key proposals, Google would be 
required to make all Android 
apps in the Play Store available to 
competing stores — and also 
distribute rival app stores 
directly to consumers who want 
to download them. 

— Associated Press

stoCKs

Dell hits record high 
amid rally in AI stocks

 Shares of Dell Technologies hit 

a record high Friday amid a rally 
in companies working on 
generative artificial intelligence 
applications, buoyed by strong 
optimism for the new technology.

AI-heavyweight Nvidia posted 
strong quarterly results and 
forecast current-quarter revenue 
above Wall Street expectations 
Wednesday, reinforcing that 
customers’ spending on 
generative AI will continue to be 
strong. The momentum 
extended to Dell, which has 
recently launched AI-oriented 
personal computers and more 
powerful servers in collaboration 
with Nvidia.

 Dell shares rose 6 percent to 
$162.82 after paring some gains 
in the afternoon and were on 
track to add $6.6 billion to its 
market value. 

— Reuters

Workday shares sink 
as hiring slows down

Workday shares dropped more 
than 13 percent Friday after the 
human resources software 
provider pared back its annual 
subscription revenue forecast as 
economic uncertainty and slower 
hiring hurt demand for its 
payroll services.

Firms have slowed hiring as 
they navigate pressures from 
higher-for-longer interest rates 
and sticky inflation.

Workday is projected to lose 
about $9 billion in market value.

U.S. job growth slowed more 
than expected in April, and the 
increase in annual wages had 
fallen below 4 percent for the 
first time in nearly three years.

— Reuters

Also in Business
 Citigroup has asked its 600 U.S. 
employees who are eligible to 
work remotely to return to 
office full-time, it said Friday,  as 
regulatory requirements make it 
hard for Wall Street banks to 
allow off-site work for roles such 
as trading. Regulators had eased 
some requirements to allow 
traders the flexibility of remote 
work during the pandemic. But 
in the coming weeks, the primary 
watchdog for U.S. brokerage 
firms and exchange markets, the 
Financial Industry Regulatory 
Authority (Finra), is set to bring 
back pre-pandemic rules to 
monitor workplaces.

Eli Lilly will spend more than 
$5 billion to expand an Indiana 
manufacturing site and 

eventually make more doses of 
its popular weight-loss and 
diabetes treatments, Zepbound 
and Mounjaro. The drugmaker 
said Friday that it was more than 
doubling its investment in a site 
near its Indianapolis 
headquarters,  but that it will take 
time for the location to start 
producing.  

 The United Auto Workers 
(UAW) union is seeking a new 
election at a Mercedes-Benz 
plant in Alabama after losing a 
vote there last week, according to 
a petition filed Friday with the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
The union accused Mercedes in 
the filing of engaging “in a 
relentless anti-union campaign,” 
including the firing of employees 
who were pro-union.

— From news services

Digest

BY JACLYN PEISER

Consumers have been grum-
bling about the soaring cost of 
groceries for nearly two years. 
Now, some of the biggest names 
in retail appear to be listening.

In recent weeks, Target and 
Aldi have broadcast price cuts on 
thousands of items, while Wal-
mart unveiled a new private label 
lineup of quality “chef-inspired 
food” mostly in the $5-and-under 
range. The shift comes as U.S. 
consumers have been signaling 
their discontent with more sub-
dued spending — threatening re-
tailers’ bottom lines.

It also reflects the split screen 
that is the U.S. economy: techni-
cally strong, but a struggle for 
many consumers as inflation and 
interest rates remain elevated, 
and debt levels have soared. Gro-
cery prices have spiked nearly 27 
percent since 2020, outpacing 
overall inflation. Combined with 
higher housing and energy costs, 
Americans have developed an 
increasingly dour outlook about 
their financial well-being in the 
run-up to the 2024 election.

Retailers have taken note, said 
Coresight Research analyst Bry-
an Gildenberg. They’re “trying to 
get back to growth.”

This week, Target announced it 
would lower prices on roughly 
5,000 items, including staples 
such as milk, produce, bread and 
coffee, as well as diapers and pet 
food. The reductions will “collec-
tively save consumers millions of 
dollars this summer,” the compa-
ny said in a news release.

The White House — which has 
been pressing retailers to lower 
prices — took credit for the roll-
backs, posting on X: “President 
Biden called on grocery chains 
making record profits to lower 
prices for consumers — and 
they’re answering the call.”

Since the pandemic, the major 
chains have been operating at the 
highest profit margins on grocer-
ies in two decades, according to a 
study by the White House Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers. An ar-
ray of federal regulators, Demo-
cratic lawmakers and think tanks 
contend that large retailers have 
kept prices artificially high, alleg-
edly through coercive tactics like 
price fixing and price gouging, 
and industry consolidation.

Wyatt Williams of Iowa City 
says higher prices forced him to 
make changes starting in 2022, 
the year inflation reached a 
 four-decade high of 9.1 percent. 
The 39-year-old writer and pro-
fessor could no longer afford to 
make his weekly shopping trip to 
Whole Foods. Instead, he found a 
creative alternative: driving 30 
minutes away to a Mennonite-
owned bulk goods grocery store 
in rural Iowa.

“My finances were wrecked, 
and I was cutting into my sav-
ings,” he said. “Something that’s 
interesting that happens with 
food is when you have to regard it 
with scarcity, it changes the way 

you cook.”
Target’s rollback is partly a 

response to customers like Wil-
liams finding more economical 
alternatives for household sta-
ples. Target chief growth officer 
Christina Hennington told inves-
tors Wednesday during the com-
pany’s first-quarter earnings call 
that the company is passing sav-
ings back to customers in part to 
“accelerate traffic and unit 
growth over time.”

The Minneapolis-based retail-
er reported a 3.2 percent decline 
in sales, exceeding its counter-
parts, a sign it is losing market 
share, according to industry ana-
lysts. Target has been wounded 
the most in its discretionary cate-
gories as its usual shopper priori-
tizes affording groceries over im-
pulse purchases in the home 
goods aisle.

“From our data, Target has lost 
some customers and share in 
grocery and particularly in 
household products,” said Neil 
Saunders, managing director of 
GlobalData. “There is a sense 
among consumers that they can 
shop more cheaply elsewhere. . . . 
This dynamic partly explains why 
Target is investing more in value 
by reducing prices on key items.”

Aldi, the fastest-growing gro-
cery chain in the country, an-
nounced a similar move earlier 
this month. The privately held 
German company said it is cut-
ting prices on 250 items. Aldi’s 
move will have a more noticeable 
impact for shoppers than at Tar-
get since it has far fewer items on 
its shelves, Gildenberg said.

Walmart, which has acquired 
new, higher-end customers look-
ing to trade down on groceries, 
household essentials and general 
merchandise, is making moves to 
keep the customers coming back. 
The Bentonville, Ark.-based re-
tailer reported last week that net 
sales for Walmart U.S. rose 4.6 
percent in the first quarter year-
over-year.

The nation’s largest retailer 
announced earlier this month 
that it is rolling out more than 
300 new products under its new 
private label Bettergoods. The 
products, spanning 15 categories, 
keep up with the latest food 
trends and are plant-based and 
gluten-free, as well as “cleaner” 
foods made without artificial fla-
vors, colorings or added sugars. 
The items range from about $2 to 
$15, with more than 70 percent of 
them under $5.

Though retailers are eager to 
highlight cost-saving measures, 
critics view them as a significant 
source of rising costs. While pric-
es rose during the pandemic be-
cause of a mixture of labor short-
ages, rising fuel costs, interna-
tional conflicts, supply chain dis-
ruptions, droughts, disease and 
more, Lindsay Owens, the execu-
tive director of economic policy 
think tank Groundwork Collab-
orative, said price gouging and 
 industry consolidation played 
major roles.

“It’s really clear when you start 
looking at industry and corporate 
firm-level data . . . that compa-
nies are really expanding their 
margins during a period when 
their own costs are rising,” Owens 
said. “What you see is that’s 

effectively made possible by com-
panies who are passing along 
their rising costs in full but then 
going for more.”

Meanwhile, consumers have 
gone into debt to afford groceries. 
According to an analysis from 

Urban Institute, a Washington 
think tank that conducts eco-
nomic and social policy research, 
many families tapped credit 
cards, payday loans, savings and 
Buy Now, Pay Later services to 
afford essentials. The Institute 

found that 7.1 percent of those 
who used a credit card did not 
have enough money to make the 
minimum payment.

Consolidation up and down 
the supply chain, and among the 
major chains, is another contrib-
uting factor. Grocery store num-
bers have fallen 30 percent in the 
past 25 years. And more than a 
third of the U.S. grocery sales 
come from four retailers. Wal-
mart alone has nearly a quarter of 
the market, Owens said. The lack 
of competition gives these retail-
ers more leeway to raise prices, 
said Federal Trade Commissioner 
Alvaro Bedoya.

“One effect of consolidation is 
to allow big players to make 
money not because they’re effi-
cient but because they’re power-
ful,” he said in an interview with 
The Washington Post. “Another 
thing that’s happened is that 
these supply chains have become 
externally brittle.”

The FTC’s study on the grocery 
supply chain during the pandem-
ic found that major retailers lev-
eraged their size and influence to 
dictate what they pay to suppli-
ers. This allowed large chains to 
grow profits, gains that didn’t 
trickle down to consumers.

Owens, who on Wednesday 
spoke before a panel of the Senate 
Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs Committee, also noted 
that technology and data collec-
tion are being used to raise pric-
es.

“Technological innovations 
such as cloud computing, artifi-
cial intelligence, and surveillance 
targeting have enabled compa-
nies to collect reams of data on 
their competitors and their cus-
tomers,” Owens said in her testi-
mony. “They can use this data to 
facilitate collusion and price fix-
ing or simply to accelerate their 
ability to hike prices and maxi-
mize profits.”

Abha Bhattarai contributed to this 
report.

Grocers are finally 
lowering prices as 
shoppers pull back
Retailers Target, Walmart and Aldi have begun 
reducing prices on food and   household staples

Istock

Major chains have had the highest profit margins on groceries in two decades,  a White House Council of Economic Advisers study found.

“There is a sense among consumers that they can shop more cheaply elsewhere.”
neil saunders, managing director of globalData

Joe rAeDle/getty ImAges

AnnA DrIver/reuters

ABOVE: Signs promote lower 
prices at a Target store in 
Miami on Monday. 
LEFT: Discount grocer Aldi, 
which has been expanding 
rapidly in the United States, 
announced plans to reduce 
prices on 250 items. 
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The bullet-riddled windows of  a women’s dormitory at Jackson State College in Jackson, Miss., on May 15, 1970.

The May 9 Post contained a map 
elucidating the front-page article 
“Border closure cuts off aid flow,” 
on Israel’s seizure of the Rafah 
border crossing with Egypt.

The key accompanying the map 
used terms that were Orwellian. 
Referring to the entire northern 
and central regions of Gaza as 
areas “where Israel has conducted 
clearing operations” was so insen-
sitive. Palestinians aren’t trees or 
rocks to be cleared from farmland. 
They’re human beings, and the 
Israel Defense Forces terrorized 
them out of their homes and then 
carpet-bombed entire neighbor-
hoods to rubble.

The key also referred to Deir 
al-Balah refugee camp, the Mawasi 
area and parts of Khan Younis as 
“IDF . . .  humanitarian zones.” 
That terminology is unacceptable. 
What’s “humanitarian” about des-
ignating areas to which Palestinian 
civilians must flee to escape being 
bombed or   slaughtered?

James Zogby, Washington
The writer is president of the Arab 

American Institute.

Dehumanizing 
language had 
no place on 
this map

The May 4 news article “Rift with Trump over 
election claims leads to top RNC lawyer’s resig-
nation” described former Republican Party at-
torney Charlie Spies as “fiercely critical of Dem-
ocratic efforts to change voting rules in advance 
of the 2020 election.”

By calling efforts to change voting rules 
“Democratic,” The Post gave credence to the 
false claim by former president Donald Trump 
and others that Democrats stole the 2020 elec-
tion. In truth, these efforts were focused on 
reducing the need for in-person voting amid the 
covid-19 pandemic.

Because of the timing of the primaries and the 
demographics of the pandemic’s hot spots, pro-
posed changes to voting rules tended to focus on 
large polling places in urban centers, and as such 
were more likely to be enacted in “blue” states by 
Democratic politicians. This led Republicans to 
oppose the changes for partisan reasons.

However, by the time the general election took 
place, the pandemic’s hot spots had shifted to 
more rural areas, whose voters were less likely to 
have or take advantage of alternate voting op-
tions, and experts believe Republicans might 
have lost some rural votes because they followed 
Spies’s partisan response rather than the science.

David Kinyon, Minneapolis

Leave partisanship 
out of voting reform

The May 12 Sports article “Olympic movement” 
negatively described Paris’s efforts to remove homeless 
encampments in areas where the Olympics will be held 
this summer. It also criticized Vancouver, which 
“cracked down on jaywalking, street vending and 
public urination” before the 2010 Winter Olympics. 
What is wrong with a city enforcing laws against those 
actions, even if there is no Olympics pending? The 
article went on to reprimand France for moving many 
of the refugees in Paris’s encampments to apartment 

houses in other cities while their asylum claims are 
processed. It would be more appropriate to praise 
France for trying to help the refugees achieve legal 
immigration status.

The Olympics are for promoting friendly relations 
among the citizens of many countries, including 
countries that are otherwise hostile to one another. 
This goal should not be diminished by having the 
Olympic venue include homeless encampments.

Edward Tabor, Bethesda

France’s ‘Olympic movement’ is necessary and humane

aLbeRT saMaha/The washingTon posT

A homeless encampment along the banks of the Seine River.

Robin Givhan’s May 11 The Critique col-
umn, “With precision and simplicity, Stormy 
Daniels bruises Trump’s careful image,” mas-
terfully summarized what Daniels’s testimo-
ny in Donald Trump’s hush money trial 
accomplished: exposing the man for what he 
is.

It took a humble woman from Louisiana, 
armed with the truth of her story, to finally 
pierce the veneer of Bible huckster Teflon Don. 
I believe Jesus would have respected Daniels 
for her honesty, tenacity and courage. Kudos to 
Daniels and Givhan.

Bernadette Koontz, Whiting, N.J.

During World War II, U.S. submarines 
returning to port would sometimes display an 
inverted broom from the conning tower, adver-
tising a successful mission. All engaged targets 
had been sunk.

In her May 12 op-ed, “If you have nothing 
nice to say, let’s be friends,” Kathleen Parker 
posted her own clean sweep. She fired from the 
hip, over the shoulder and between the legs 
into her “target-rich environment,” and my 
score sheet says they were all hits: campus 
protesters, a porn queen, everyone’s favorite 
piñata and his most pathetic wannabe-VP 
sycophants.

If you can’t be Parker’s friend, you don’t 
want to be her enemy.

William A. McCollam, Fairfax

As a longtime devotee of Post commentary, 
I’ve grieved when favorite columnists, such as 
Michael Gerson, have died. And I pray that 
Dana Milbank, Eugene Robinson and other 
men have enduring, happy careers. But, my 
God, long live the cranky women! Let’s petition 
the “frat bros” Kathleen Parker mentioned for 
some of their $500,000 kegger money. I’d use it 
on a massive, raucous soirée at a literary spot 
— say, the Library of Congress’s Main Reading 
Room — to honor Parker, Robin Givhan, Anne 
Lamott, Sally Jenkins, Monica Hesse and 
Alexandra Petri. For flowers, maybe Queen 
Anne’s lace, a pretty weed “blossomed into a 
field,” as Givhan described Stormy Daniels’s 
testimony. Laughter would blossom, too, “the 
Dippity-Do of the spiritual life, jiggly at first 
and then holding us firmly” [Lamott, “Lifelong 
lessons in coping with fear and humiliation,” 
Tuesday Opinion, May 7]. We’ll have no 
“clumsy third-rate comics, whose hammy 
punchlines” fall “like refrigerators hitting 
sidewalks” [Jenkins, “Brady roast was misogy-
nistic, cruel and unbearably unfunny,” Sports, 
May 8]. No “throwing chairs at each other, like 
guests on Jerry Springer” [Hesse, “In Congress, 
brawls not reserved for the men,” Style, May 
18]. And no brain worms invited, “currently 
under indictment” or not [Petri, “I’m RFK Jr.’s 
brain worm, and I’m asking for your vote,” 
op-ed, May 12].

Phyllis Windle, College Park

Long live The Post’s brilliant women

KRisToFFeR TRippLaaR FoR The washingTon posT

Robin Givhan interviews fashion designer Christian Siriano in 2017.

I read with great interest Adam Higginbotham’s May 5 
Opinions essay, “The space shuttle that never came home,” 
which detailed that fateful day in January 1986 when Challeng-
er exploded shortly after takeoff, taking the lives of seven crew. 
But nowhere in that excellent historical account did I find an 
opinion, unless one considers the use of the noun “mandarins” 
in reference to NASA’s senior managers to be opinionated. I had 
to research its etymology to appreciate that the word, coined by 
the Portuguese to describe public officials in Imperial China, 
has many meanings. Was the author insinuating that NASA 
managers were powerful bureaucrats who tend to make things 
complicated? Or perhaps respected cultural or academic fig-
ures? No definition of that word describes the NASA engineer-
ing management I’ve encountered in my four decades of service 
within NASA.

The risk assessment that cold day in 1986, culminating in the 
decision to launch, focused on the danger posed by the impact 
of ice, shaken from the launch vehicle and tower, on the fragile 
thermal tiles, as well as the compromised integrity of the O-ring 
seals in the segmented solid rocket boosters. The latter brought 
down Challenger. Seventeen years later, in February 2003, the 
space shuttle Columbia disintegrated upon reentry, again 
taking the lives of seven crew, because of damage to the thermal 
tiles sustained at launch by a falling chunk of insulation shaken 
from the spacecraft. In both cases, the failure modes were well 
known to the engineers as well as management. And in both 
cases, NASA’s formal accident investigation reports described 
the intense pressure brought to bear on management to 
maintain schedule. Challenger was lost because it was operated 
under environmental conditions well beyond those it was 
designed and tested to. Perhaps there was no saving Columbia 
after the damage it was suspected to have sustained at launch, 
but the management decision not to inspect the spacecraft for 
damage in flight was also driven by a desire to maintain 
schedule. That was the true root cause of both bad decisions.

Jack Connerney, Annapolis, Md.

Wording challenges

Recent Post pieces, including the May 5 front-page article 
“Applying the lessons of tragic legacy” and Brian VanDe-
Mark’s April 28 Opinion essay, “At Kent State, a tragedy 
precipitated by politicians,” have noted the May 4, 1970, Kent 
State massacre. It would be fitting to pay due attention to the 
May 15, 1970, Jackson State killings. In about 30 seconds, law 

enforcement fired about 400 bullets or pieces of buckshot on 
the campus in Jackson, Miss. Two Black students were killed, 
and 12 were injured. Memorable photographs captured a 
bullet-riddled campus building. It looked like a war zone. 
Jackson State should be remembered.

Steve Young, Arlington

Remember the Jackson State killings

Regarding the May 15 news article “Year’s end 
marked by smaller ceremonies at Columbia”:

The Post’s use of the term “pro-Palestinian” can 
make people think protesters are anti-Israeli or 
anti-Jewish. That is not true.

Please describe these students as anti-genocide, 
because that is the truth.

Mary Kirby, Chicago

Correct protest language

It is remarkable that the May 6 letters package, 
“Four Columbia students reflect on campus life in 
the midst of protest,” which was focused on the 
suffering of Gazans, contained not a mention of 
Hamas, the Oct. 7 slaughter of parents and children 
in front of each other, rape, hostages, human and 
hospital shields, underground tunnels, or Hamas’s 
bombardment by rocket fire of a humanitarian aid 
checkpoint the day before the letters were published.

Adam Cohen, Potomac

There’s no dearth of suffering, 
so acknowledge it

I strongly object to the May 3 Style article “The children who 
remember.” It is one thing to publish an article on belief in past 
lives and the people who promote it. That is news.

However, this article not only wandered into but totally 
immersed itself in a credulous endorsement of something that, 
frankly, is the stuff of tabloids. The headline alone was objec-
tionable. It suggested that children really do remember their 
past lives, which presupposes that they really had past lives. In 
reality, there is absolutely no solid evidence for anything of the 
sort. To have it presented as if it were fact was jarring.

I am old enough to remember the repressed memory cases of 
the 1980s and ’90s, in which preschool teachers were hauled 
into court based on children’s descriptions of satanic rituals 
involving sex and witches flying on broomsticks. There is a very 
similar whiff of something ugly with the people encouraging 
very young children to recount horrific stories involving 
Holocaust victims, dead World War II pilots, etc.

A degree of skepticism is always appropriate in journalism, 
especially in extraordinary cases such as this.

Stacy Spencer, Alexandria

Where were the skeptics?

I enjoyed reading the April 28 Business article 
“Buying a house?” about the struggles home shoppers 
face in the current economy.

It was interesting to see how differently each 
person did their research and evaluated what would 
be a good match for them at this time in their lives. 
These are success stories that many people can learn 
from and relate to.

The challenges the subjects of this article faced 
reminded me of how I worked to buy a first home and 
later, after a divorce, fought to keep my home as we 
divided our property. Try refinancing as a woman in 
the early 1970s when banks did not like giving loans to 
women!

Nanci Link, Washington

Tough buying a home now? 
Try being a woman in the ’70s.

As a reporter for 40 years myself (now retired from 
the Milwaukee Journal and its successor, the Journal 
Sentinel), I am an admirer of The Post for its custom-
ary accuracy. That’s why it’s so jarring to repeatedly 
read that editors there don’t get it when it comes to 
powered two-wheelers.

They are almost always described as “moped” or 
“mopeds,” as if the term were a generic for any 
motorized two-wheeler. But a moped is a very specific 
type of two-wheeler — a bicycle with its pedals and a 
small motor to provide an assist to the rider, hence the 
term “moped” for motorized with pedals. Other types 
are motorcycles, from small 50cc models all the way 
up to huge Harley-Davidson two- and three-wheelers; 
motorbikes, similar to mopeds but without the ped-
als, and motor scooters, which have smaller wheels 
and allow the operator to sit chair-like with feet on the 
floor and not astride as on motorcycles and horses.

These are very different vehicles. And when stories 
such as the May 1 Metro article “D.C. bill would 
require registration for mopeds” doesn’t make the 
distinction clear until the sixth paragraph, they do 
readers a disservice.

Frank A. Aukofer, Falls Church

The vast world of two-wheelers

Michael Ramirez’s 
May 7 editorial cartoon, 
“A never-ending cycle,” 
copied M.C. Escher’s art-
work “Drawing Hands” 
(with “apologies” to Es-
cher as a credit). Escher 
emphatically rejected a 
letter from the Rolling 
Stones’ Mick Jagger, re-
questing a drawing for an 
album cover. My opinion 
is he would not appreci-
ate Ramirez’s use of his 
work, either. But what 
was Ramirez’s point?

I am unaware of President Biden making a dramatic 
increase in civil service employees. I guess Ramirez 
was satirizing aid for Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan. As 
most of that money buys weapons and ammunition 
made in the United States to send to foreign destina-
tions, this circle provides profit for U.S. arms manufac-
turers and jobs for Americans, which I thought were 
conservative ideals. What’s not to like, Mr. Ramirez?

Bruce Krebs, Arlington

Another reason to be up in arms

MichaeL RaMiRez/Las vegas 
Review-JouRnaL FoR The 
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The May 7 editorial 
cartoon

I’m glad The Post published David I. Sommers’s 
May 11 Free for All letter, “What’s the story?,” which 
called out the silliness in publishing the May 2 Style 
article “Trumpworld’s Loomering presence,” a long 
profile of Laura Loomer. The Post has amplified a 
long string of noxious Donald Trump hangers-on; 
shall we expect Charlie Kirk or Tim Pool next? I don’t 
get why The Post focuses on right-wingers. Readers 
aren’t into them, and the left has influencers who are 
more interesting and more intelligent, and doing 
good things instead of trying to tear the country 
apart. As for people on the right, Tim Miller, Rick 
Wilson and others are trying to bring the world back 
to sanity, but The Post ignores them also.

Susan Wallace, Washington

Not the right wing

Regarding the May 10 letters package, “What’s the 
‘ideal’ number of kids? Somewhere between zero and 
10.,” in response to Timothy P. Carney’s May 6 op-ed, 
“The ideal number of kids in a family: Four (at a 
minimum)”:

I was alarmed and disappointed by the number of 
letters advocating large families. All but one of these 
letters were based on emotional arguments. Only one 
pointed out that it takes time, energy and money to 
raise a child. It also takes a healthy adult, preferably 
more than one, and health includes mental and 
emotional health.

But more importantly, we live on a planet with finite 
resources, which are already stretched to the limit.

Rosemary Killen, Silver Spring

Children are a gift. 
Know what they take.
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is horrific and shameful, but not altogether 
surprising. The state agency responsible for 
oversight, the Office of Health Care Quality 
(OHCQ), has a long history of failing to implement, 
monitor or enforce health-care laws, whether at the 
state or federal level. For example, when the 
Hospital Patient’s Bill of Rights unanimously passed 
the Maryland General Assembly in 2019, advocates 
and Maryland patients had assumed that the new 
law would be implemented; five years later, we’re 
still waiting for patients to be consistently informed 
of their rights and for evidence that hospitals are 
training their staff on what those rights are. 

The reason is that OHCQ will only respond to 
complaints, instead of affirmatively monitoring 
hospital compliance. This reckless policy has spilled 
over to the lack of monitoring of nursing homes as 
well.

Maryland desperately needs a responsible and 
competent health-care regulatory agency to 
implement and enforce our health laws, which are 
designed to protect vulnerable patients in both 
nursing homes as well as hospitals. Until that 
occurs, Maryland will continue to rank nationally 
as the worst in emergency room wait time, among 

the worst in hospital patient satisfaction and, 
according to the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, the second-worst in nursing 
home oversight.

Anna Palmisano, Rockville
The writer is the director 

of Marylanders for Patient Rights.

Last month, President Biden’s administration for 
the first time imposed minimum staffing 
requirements on nursing homes. While intended to 
be a crucial step toward ensuring high-quality 
patient care and alleviating the burden on health-
care professionals, the mandate brings to light a 
significant challenge: a nationwide shortage of 
qualified nursing staff amid a rapidly aging 
population. With more than 10,000 Americans 
turning 65 each day, the United States will need 
more than 206,000 additional nurses by 2030, and 
our current workforce development pipeline is ill-
equipped to fill this gap.

To meet this growing demand and comply with 
the new staffing standards, it is imperative the 
industry embrace innovative workforce 
development solutions. Current programs tend to 

focus on traditional education and training paths. 
While these are undoubtedly essential, they are no 
longer sufficient to meet the rapidly evolving 
demands of the health-care industry. Recognizing 
the challenges many people face in accessing 
opportunity, it is critical that any workforce 
development program address not only 
professional development, but also the social 
determinants that can impede it.

Prospective and current nurses often juggle 
educational responsibilities with personal 
obligations, where lack of child care, inadequate 
transportation and unstable housing can become 
significant barriers to entering and remaining in 
the health-care field. To succeed, workforce 
development programs must extend beyond 
traditional training to include comprehensive 
wraparound services such as subsidized child care, 
transportation vouchers and affordable housing. 
Person-centered case management is also integral 
to help students navigate personal and professional 
challenges while setting and achieving career 
ladder goals. This type of holistic support will not 
only help attract more people to the field but also 
greatly improve program retention and completion.

We must invest in comprehensive and innovative 
support services to help fill critical positions and 
build a more resilient, dedicated and diverse 
nursing workforce that is well-equipped to meet the 
complex demands of today’s health-care landscape.

Barb Clapp, Baltimore
The writer is chief executive of Dwyer Workforce 

Development, a career training nonprofit.

Spinning wheels
Regarding The Post’s May 17 Metro article 

“Council members seek to revive bike lane project”:
As a daily cyclist, the thought of taking 

Connecticut Avenue using the proposed bike lane 
route from Calvert Street NW in Woodley Park to 
Legation Street NW in Chevy Chase feels ill 
conceived.

As any cyclist will tell you, stopping, starting and 
waiting takes significantly more time and effort than 
cruising. Yet there are 28 traffic lights along this 
Connecticut Avenue corridor. In addition to cross 
traffic, there are frequent vehicular turns across 
traffic when lights are green on Connecticut. These 
pose some of the most significant dangers to cyclists. 
And cyclists themselves may pose a danger to 
pedestrians in these areas. Adult workers and 
retirees are busy walking to Metro stops, stores and 
appointments, and in many cases have their eyes 
glued to their phones. Children are walking to school 
and other activities. They might be aware of large 
vehicles on the street, but bikes are far less visible 
and appear quickly.

Why is this effort being considered at all when 
there is already an excellent parallel commuting 
route for cyclists: along the  Beach Drive bike path in 
Rock Creek Park? This route has no traffic lights 
and only two stop signs, both of which are quickly 
traversed due to very low cross vehicular traffic.

I admire cyclists who use their bikes to commute 
and run errands. But adding a bike lane to 
Connecticut Avenue would be a mistake.

John Saunders, Washington
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Regarding The Post’s May 17 front-page article 
“Senior-care referral site stays quiet about neglect”:

The Post’s reporting concerning the website A 
Place for Mom and the ways its ratings fail to 
account for reports of neglect of some residents of 
senior care homes touches on only some of the 
issues for older Americans in these places. Even 
before families start comparing  care facilities, they 
should ask themselves this important question: Is it 
really better for seniors to spend their final years in 
nursing homes? Or would they be better off 
receiving support in their homes and communities?

The end of my mother’s life in a senior living 
community convinced me that the second option is 
better. She initially enjoyed meeting new people, 
taking classes, eating dinner in the restaurants and 
walking with her walker for exercise. But after her 
move to nursing care after a fall, which staff at our 
facility told us was caused when an electric 
wheelchair driven by another resident collided with 
her, she declined rapidly. We once found her naked 
in a bed, moving uncontrollably. On other 
occasions, she was sitting in a wheelchair staring 
into space. She didn’t recognize her children and 
didn’t seem to know where she was; it was as if the 
experience and the medications she was proscribed 
had altered her personality. The experience was 
painful for all of us.

Now that I am 65, I get fliers and emails from that 
same facility, trying to persuade me to move there. 
Instead of responding, I devote time to helping a 
Fairfax organization that helps seniors stay in their 
own homes, whether by helping them with 
transportation and home maintenance or by 
working to make sure seniors don’t become socially 
isolated. And I plan to stay in my home till the end, 
too.

Kathleen Rushlow, Fairfax Station

My bright and healthy 100-year-old father-in-law 
and I often discuss the news. You can imagine how 
amazing it is to hear the viewpoint of someone who 
has lived through so much history. Recently, when 
we swapped recommendations for Post articles, I 
suggested he read one on Malaysia and the South 
China Sea and he offered up The Post’s piece on A 
Place for Mom, saying how terrible the agency 
sounded.

When I finished the article, the first thing I 
thought of was my own experience helping find 
suitable situations for three parents, including my 
father-in-law. 

It’s an emotional time and having help with some 
of the administrative legwork is valuable. I have 
used A Place for Mom all three times. They were 
wonderful each time and I have and will continue to 
recommend them. They were compassionate, 
professional and responsive, and I don’t think they 
ever crossed the line to pushing any particular 
placement.

I fully understood they were a resourcer, paid by 
the companies I would be getting on the list. This is 
the same model employed by Angi and other pay-to-
play agencies. The list from A Place for Mom saved 
me hours of initial research. I could supplement 
with any places that seemed to be missing and then 
it was up to me to do my own on-the-ground 
research.

 I called the candidates, visited, asked friends, 
neighbors and family about their experiences with 
the different options, showed up unexpectedly and 
during mealtime to see what the service was really 
like. A Place for Mom gave me a starting point; I did 
the rest.

Last I checked, there were nearly 44 million 
unpaid caregivers in the United States — and more 
every day. We can use all the help we can get.

Martha Behrend, Fairfax

Regarding The Post’s May 20 Metro article 
“Nursing home residents sue in Md.”:

The lack of oversight of Maryland nursing homes 

Seniors deserve to be safe. A lack of 
transparency stands in the way.

    LETTErs TO ThE EdiTOr  

guest opinion submissions
the Washington Post accepts opinion articles on any 
topic. We welcome submissions on local, national and 
international issues. We publish work that varies in length 
and format, including multimedia. submit a guest opinion 
at oped@washpost.com or read our guide to writing an 
opinion article at wapo.st/guestopinion.

Letter submissions
letters can be sent to letters@washpost.com. 
submissions must be exclusive to the Post and should 
include the writer’s address and day and evening 
telephone numbers. letters are subject to editing and 
abridgment. Please do not send letters as attachments. 
Because of the volume of material we receive, we are 
unable to acknowledge submissions; writers whose letters 
are under consideration for publication will be contacted.
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O NCE AGAIN, Washington made a show of 
doing nothing about the country’s broken 
immigration system — except to try to 
score political points. Senate Majority 

Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) on Thursday 
brought to a vote the bipartisan border security 
deal that members of both parties agreed upon in 
February — and that Republican senators ulti-

mately rejected after Donald 
Trump said its passage would help 
President Biden.

The bill failed to pass, again, for the same 
reason. Mr. Schumer resubmitted it to remind 
Americans of Republicans’ cynicism: refusing to 
do anything to fix the border so they can continue 
using it to pummel Mr. Biden. Yet Mr. Schumer’s 
maneuvering was also a political ploy, an attempt 
to shift the blame for an immigration mess that 
most Americans believe is out of control.

Washington needs to craft a better system to 
manage the mass migration of people seeking 
asylum in the United States, as migrants request 
U.S. protection at massive rates, knowing that the 
process for vetting their claims will drag out. That 
requires, above all, clear standards to determine 
who is entitled to protection that are enforced 
swiftly and certainly. Otherwise, they will not be 
credible. The bipartisan bill would have done some 

good in this respect. But its backers vastly oversold 
what it could accomplish.

Consider its provision to “shut the border” amid 
large surges of asylum seekers. There is a close 
precedent: Title 42, the rule deployed during the 
covid-19 pandemic, from March 2020 until May 
2023, to summarily expel migrants on public 
health grounds without hearing their asylum 
applications. Trump adviser Stephen Miller said it 
could be invoked again to keep out “severe strains 
of the flu” or “scabies.”

Three million people were expelled under the 
rule. But it didn’t stop the flow. Border Patrol 
encounters with migrants increased sharply, large-
ly because, under Title 42, they didn’t face 
consequences for repeat illegal entries, including 
criminal prosecution. So those kicked out would 
turn around and try again, hoping to sneak 
through undetected. Recidivists rose from 7 per-
cent of encounters in the fiscal  2019 to 27 percent 
in 2021. Unauthorized migrants whom U.S. agents 
detected but failed to catch — “gotaways” in Border 
Patrol parlance — also soared as migrants kept 
trying until they made it.

That was hardly the only glitch. Washington 
soon discovered it couldn’t apply Title 42 to 
everyone showing up at the border because often 
there was nowhere to send people back to. Overall, 

only 41 percent of those encountered at the border 
were expelled using the rule. The United States 
could expel single adults coming from Mexico and 
Central America, because Mexico would accept 
them. But countries such as Venezuela, Cuba and 
China would not take back their citizens. Only 
8 percent of single adults not from Central Ameri-
ca or Mexico got kicked out under Title 42.

Beyond political showmanship, “fixing” the 
border requires sending a credible signal around 
the world that the United States can enforce its 
rules. Today, it can’t. The country doesn’t have the 
agents to conduct interviews to find out whether 
migrants meet the standard to request asylum, the 
judges to rule on whether asylum is warranted, or 
enough beds to house migrants until these things 
are determined.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, for 
instance, reports 1.3 million immigrants scattered 
around the country who have been denied permis-
sion to stay and face removal orders. ICE cannot 
detain 1.3 million people — it has only 40,000 beds. 
Nor can it deport them quickly, even if their home 
country would take them back. It has 11 planes.

The job should be easy for a Border Patrol agent 
facing, say, a single Colombian man caught 
crossing the border illegally. The man is healthy. 
He doesn’t express fear of being sent back. And 

Colombia accepts deportation flights from the 
United States. Except, oops, ICE flies only two 
deportation planeloads a week to Colombia, and 
they depart from Harlingen, Tex., and Alexandria, 
La. Will there be a free seat on a plane? Can the 
man be sent there in time for the next flight? Is 
there space to house him until his deportation 
flight takes off? If any one of the answers is no, 
chances are the agent will release said Colombian 
with a notice to appear before an immigration 
judge — probably several years in the future. Most 
migrants caught by the Border Patrol get one of 
those. Requiring that Colombian men meet a 
tougher standard to be granted asylum will not 
change this pattern.

To be fair, the bipartisan Senate deal included 
provisions to boost the credibility of the United 
States’ rules. It would have funded more than 
4,300 new asylum officers and support staff, 
100 additional immigration judge teams, 
1,500 Border Patrol agents and customs officers, 
and 1,200 ICE staff to help with deportations. It 
would have increased detention capacity and 
added deportation flights.

This, but at a grander scale, would offer the best 
shot at bringing the border under control. After 
the political skirmishing is done, lawmakers ought 
to work on a solution.

How not to fix the border

EdiTOriaL
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T here have been 19 presidential elections in 
my lifetime. In every one, the losing candi-
dates accepted the results as lawful, with one 
exception: Donald Trump.

The losing candidates have been nearly equally 
divided by political party: Thomas E. Dewey (R), 
1948; Adlai Stevenson(D), 1952 and 1956; Richard 
M. Nixon (R), 1960; Barry Goldwater (R), 1964; 
Hubert Humphrey (D), 1968; George McGovern (D), 
1972; Gerald Ford (R), 1976; Jimmy Carter (D), 1980; 
Walter F. Mondale (D), 1984; Michael   Dukakis (D), 
1988; George H.W. Bush (R), 1992; Bob Dole (R), 
1996; Al Gore (D), 2000; John F. Kerry (D), 2004; 
John McCain (R), 2008; Mitt Romney (R), 2012; 
Hillary Clinton (D), 2016; and Donald Trump (R), 
2020.

Nixon lost the 1960 election to John F. Kennedy by 
a razor-thin margin, and stories circulated at the 
time about vote theft in some states. Nixon accepted 
the results. Just as in 2000, when Gore accepted the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to overturn a ruling by 
Florida’s Supreme Court and halt a recount in the 
state, thus giving Florida’s 25 electoral votes — and 
the presidency — to George W. Bush.

In 2020, Trump, contending that major fraud had 
been committed during the election, formally chal-
lenged the results — as was his right. But Trump went 
beyond the law: For more than two months after 
Election Day, he spread the lie that he had won when 
it was obvious to any fair-minded person that his 
claims were false. He still repeats this falsehood.

Special counsel Jack Smith has charged Trump 
with having conspired to retain power and overturn 
the legitimate results of the 2020 election by unleash-
ing attacks on Congress on Jan. 6, 2021, that would 
obstruct the “process of collecting, counting, and 
certifying the results of the presidential election.”

It’s hard to predict when or whether Smith will get 
to try his case. But we do have an answer to the 
question of whether Trump has had any success in 
convincing the American electorate that he won. 
More than one-third of U.S. adults said in December 
they believe Joe Biden was not legitimately elected 
president. Score that as a partial Trump victory.

Trump’s campaign of pervasive lying succeeded in 
eroding public confidence in an election in which 

there was no evidence of significant fraud.
Now Trump has embarked on a no-holds-barred 

attempt to regain the White House — a post he 
desperately needs to quash federal criminal charges 
against him, both in the election conspiracy case and 
in a second prosecution related to his handling of 
classified information. But he’s back on the cam-
paign trail backed by nearly 70 percent of Republi-
cans who are convinced Biden should not have 
entered the White House in the first place.

Would that were the end of it.
Trump is laying the groundwork for a repeat of 

the 2020 post-election debacle. He has managed to 
get a swath of the country to believe that Biden can’t 
be reelected without cheating. It follows, at least in 
the minds of Trump and his supporters, that if he 
doesn’t win in November, the election would have 
been unfair and its result — Biden’s reelection — 
illegitimate.

And then what? On Jan. 6, 2021, thousands 
stormed the Capitol because Trump convinced them 
the election had been stolen. They smashed through 
doors and windows and disrupted the House and 
Senate chambers to “Stop the Steal” and obstruct 
Congress from exercising its constitutional responsi-
bility to certify electoral votes. They failed, thanks to 
D.C. police and U.S. Capitol officers who put their 
lives on the line.

But next time?
None of this is open to speculation. Trump’s false 

claims that he lost because of fraud did prompt his 
followers to assault the seat of American democracy.

If he does it again, will they do it again?
Little wonder two-thirds of Americans fear vio-

lence could follow this year’s elections should Trump 
once again lose to Biden.

But that’s no reason to lose heart and quake in 
your boots. Threats of violence are more reason to 
stand up straight, march to the polls and perform 
that bedrock duty of a democracy: vote, as has been 
done in 19 presidential elections during my lifetime. 
Should that happen, and if many millions of voters 
show their faith in ballot box and vote for candidates 
who uphold the core values of liberty, equality and 
democracy, then Donald Trump may well be handed 
his greatest defeat of all.

CoLbERT i. King

Vote like Jan. 6 could happen
again — because it can

H ealth officials on Wednesday announced a 
new human case of avian flu, the second 
from presumed cow-to-human transmis-
sion and the third-ever H5N1 infection in 

the United States. Though I agree with their assess-
ment that the risk of bird flu remains low for most 
Americans, this new case raises questions and 
concerns.

Here’s what we know: The case involves a farm-
worker in Michigan who was regularly exposed to 
livestock, including cows infected with avian flu. 
The person had only mild symptoms, specifically 
conjunctivitis (or inflammation of the eye), and has 
recovered.

This course of illness mirrors that of the Texas 
dairy worker who tested positive last month for 
H5N1, which is reassuring. In the past, H5N1 has led 
to severe illness in humans, with a global fatality rate 
of more than 50 percent, but these cases were mild. 
The same is true of the instance in 2022 of a man in 
Colorado who contracted the virus from poultry.

Another reassuring aspect is that the Michigan 
farmworker was enrolled in what’s called an active 
monitoring program. Nirav D. Shah, principal depu-
ty director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, explained on a call with reporters 
Wednesday that the worker was being tracked by the 
state’s health department. This person received a 
daily text message asking if they were experiencing 
any symptoms. After acknowledging some eye red-
ness, the state offered to test them right away.

Such active monitoring is terrific. It allows farm-
workers, many of whom normally lack health-care 
access, a direct line to report symptoms and receive 
public health guidance.

However, Shah said about 170 people are enrolled 
in the Michigan program, which seems low. Michi-
gan has 19 farms across nine counties that are 
known to have H5N1 outbreaks. It’s great that active 
monitoring was successful, but what about workers 
not in the program?

Another number that stuck out to me during the 
briefing: About 40 people have been tested for H5N1 
since March. Again, this seems low — very low. 
Especially since avian flu has manifested in the three 
U.S. cases as mild symptoms, could there be addi-
tional human infections that we don’t know about 
because they were never flagged and tested?

Curiously, the Michigan farmworker tested  
 negative via nasal swab, the traditional method used 

to detect influenza. The positive test was the result of 
a conjunctival swab, meaning it was taken by 
lowering the eyelid and rubbing the swab directly on 
the eye.

On the one hand, the lack of virus in a nasal swab 
is good news. A major factor in determining how 
concerned we should be is how easily the virus 
spreads. High viral concentrations in someone’s 
nose and mouth increase the likelihood of the virus 
being spread to others. Though it’s certainly possible 
to spread infections through eye secretions, the 
transmissibility should not be as high as, for exam-
ple, the coronavirus, which can be spread simply by 
breathing and talking.

On the other hand, clinicians need to be extra 
vigilant. They should follow the guidance from the 
CDC not only to take the traditional nasopharyngeal 
swab but also to test the eye. And those exposed to 
potentially infected cows and poultry should be alert 
to conjunctivitis as a possible symptom of H5N1.

Federal health leaders stressed that they are hard 
at work to ensure that treatments and vaccines will 
be ready to deploy if needed. I agree that we are 
much better prepared to handle avian flu compared 
with the start of covid-19. I also agree that this is not 
the time for most Americans to start changing 
behaviors, such as avoiding dairy products. After all, 
the human H5N1 cases thus far have all been in 
people with direct contact with infected animals. 
There has been no instance of human-to-human 
transmission in this outbreak.

What worries me is what comes next. Shah 
referred to “variable cooperation among farmwork-
ers” in the call and alluded to Michigan being among 
the states with a more fine-tuned public health 
response. As avian flu spreads to more herds, the 
chance of additional human cases increases, requir-
ing more engagement with farms, workers and 
health departments.

Indeed, Shah advises these entities around the 
country to “take steps to prepare for the possibility 
that their jurisdiction, their farm or the workers that 
they work with, and their organizations may them-
selves experience a case of H5N1.”

I hope health officials and farms alike will heed 
this call.

this column is excerpted from Leana S. Wen’s Post 
opinions newsletter, the Checkup. to sign up, go to 
wapo.st/checkup-newsletter.

LEana S. WEn

Another farmworker caught H5N1. 
What worries me is what comes next.

EDiTH PRiTCHETT

opinion

roBert F. BukAty/AP

Dairy cows at a farm in Clinton, Maine.
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Upcoming Programs

LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD  
Lisa Bluder, Former Head Women’s Basketball Coach, University of Iowa 

Bluder reflects on her 40-year coaching career, the Caitlin Clark phenomenon and life after retiring from the Iowa 
Hawkeyes women’s basketball program.

MON. JUNE 10 AT 12:00 P.M.

RACE IN AMERICA: GIVING VOICE 
Ryan Alexander Holmes, Actor & Content Creator

Holmes talks about using comedy to explore his Black and Chinese heritage, the many dimensions of identity and his 
advocacy against anti-Asian hate. 

TUES. MAY 28 AT 2:00 P.M.

ELECTION 2024: KEY PLAYERS  
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), Chair, Democratic Governors Association

Walz discusses the nation’s most important gubernatorial races, President Biden’s reelection campaign and the future 
of the Democratic Party. 

TUES. MAY 28 AT 4:00 P.M.

To register for upcoming events and watch recent interviews with Washington Post Live, visit washingtonpostlive.com or scan code with a smartphone camera:

FIRST LOOK 
The Post’s Jonathan Capehart, E.J. Dionne and Ramesh Ponnuru

Washington Post Live’s “First Look” offers a smart, inside take on the day’s politics. Jonathan Capehart hosts a reporter 
debrief followed by a roundtable discussion with Washington Post columnists.

FRI. MAY 31 AT 9:00 A.M.

THE STATE OF ANTISEMITISM  
Deborah E. Lipstadt, Special Envoy to Monitor & Combat Antisemitism

The State Department envoy discusses the global battle against rising antisemitism, her scholarship in Holocaust 
studies and the lessons history offers for today.

TUES. JUNE 11 AT 11:00 A.M.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

‘FREEDOM ON FIRE’        
Evgeny Afineevsky, Director & Producer, “Freedom on Fire”
Oleksii Reznikov, Former Ukrainian Defense Minister

Afineevsky and Reznikov provide an inside look at a new documentary about Ukraine’s fight for its survival, Russia’s 
recent military advances and U.S. support for the war-torn country. 

THURS. MAY 30 AT 1:00 P.M.

THE NEW SPACE AGE  
Christina Koch, NASA Astronaut & Artemis II Mission Specialist 
Victor Glover, NASA Astronaut & Artemis II Pilot
Reid Wiseman, NASA Astronaut & Artemis II Commander 
Jeremy Hansen, Canadian Space Agency Astronaut & Artemis II Mission Specialist 

The four astronauts who make up the team of the first lunar mission in more than 50 years speak about their upcoming 
historic expedition and the new age of space exploration.

TUES. JUNE 4 AT 4:00 P.M.



on the basics of the primary 
election as voters start to head to 
the polls.
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have critical choices to make 
about who they want to call the 
shots in office.
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a D.c. police captain was 
injured in a gunfire 
incident while in his 
personal vehicle. B3

MARYLAND

amid limited funding, 
public safety is a priority in 
the $5.4 billion budget for 
prince george’s county. B4
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BY LAUREN LUMPKIN

Chris Provido, 22, was ready.
His final class assignment 

had been submitted. His white 
button-down and brand-new 
Lululemon dress pants were 
crinkle-free. A gold “Honors Pro-
gram” stole was draped around 
his neck.

Similar scenes have unfolded 
at colleges across the country for 
ages. Students don colorful caps 
and gowns and sit in neat rows 
of folding chairs. They line up to 
walk the stage and shake hands 
with deans and college presi-
dents while “Pomp and Circum-
stance” plays in the background.

But this year is different. 
Provido and thousands of other 
students in the Class of 2024 are 
finally getting what they didn’t 
four years ago.

In the spring of 2020, Provido 
was planning his promposal. He 
wanted to ask his potential date 
by standing in front of their high 
school with a big poster board 
and a few friends.

And, of course, there was 

graduation. Provido is the 
youngest of three and would be 
the last to cross the stage and 
collect a diploma.

Then, everything got de-
railed.

“I was in the middle of AP Calc 
when I found out,” Provido said. 
At first, he thought he was get-
ting a vacation when he and his 
classmates were sent home for 
two weeks because of the coro-
navirus. “Me and my friends 
were all so excited to go home 
and play video games all day.”

But two weeks turned into 
several, and slowly, all the cele-
brations Provido had been look-
ing forward to slipped away. 
Prom was canceled, and instead 
of crossing a graduation stage, 
Provido sat in his living room 
and waited for his name to scroll 
past on the TV screen — a local 
news station aired the names of 
all the high school graduates.

His parents tried to make it an 
exciting day for him, and fami-
lies in his suburban Maryland 
neighborhood passed out candy 

SEE GRADUATION ON B3

ELECtION 2024

Their moment onstage finally arrives
College graduations are even sweeter for students whose high school ceremonies were derailed by covid

BY WASHINGTON POST STAFF

D.C. residents will head to the 
polls June 4 to pick their council 
members and various delegates 
in Congress, while early voting 
begins Sunday.

The Democratic primary elec-
tion is often the decisive contest 
in deep-blue D.C., and several 
incumbent D.C. Council mem-
bers are seeking to ward off 
challengers, while in Ward 7, 
residents are picking the candi-
date who will probably succeed 
council member Vince Gray (D), 
who decided not to seek reelec-
tion amid ongoing health chal-
lenges.

At a time when the District’s 
crime problem remains front-of-
mind for many voters, and as 
elected leaders seek to continue 
chipping away at enduring is-
sues such as housing insecurity 
and education disparities, voters 

Tuesday’s D.C. primary features 
contests in bevy of local, federal races

Learn about the candidates, early voting — and why it all matters

WaShingTon poST illuSTraTion; iSTock

phoToS by Marvin JoSeph/The WaShingTon poST

TOP: Chris Provido practices walking across the stage during a graduation dress 
rehearsal Thursday at Bowie State University in Bowie, Md. In 2020, his in-
person high school ceremony was canceled as the coronavirus spread, leaving him 
without a sense of closure.  ABOVE: Provido prepares for the  rehearsal.

BY SPENCER S. HSU

A Marine war veteran who 
prosecutors said carried “a tacti-
cal tomahawk axe” into the U.S. 
Capitol during the Jan. 6, 2021, 
riot was sentenced Thursday to 
two years in federal prison.

Alex K. Harkrider, 36, traveled 
from rural East Texas to Wash-
ington with Ryan T. Nichols, 33, a 
friend and fellow former Marine, 
and both muscled their way into 
the Capitol with mobs of sup-
porters of President Donald 
Trump, authorities said. While 
Harkrider carried the toma-
hawk, Nichols had a crowbar, 
pepper spray and bullhorn.

Authorities said the two men 
— who had stashed four firearms 
outside Washington — wore 
body armor during the Capitol 
attack, which occurred while a 
joint session of Congress was 
meeting to formally count 2020 
electoral votes, confirming Joe 
Biden’s victory in the presiden-
tial race.

Nichols, who pleaded guilty in 
U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton to obstructing an official 
proceeding and assaulting police 
officers, was sentenced May 2 to 
five years in prison and fined 
$200,000, by far the largest fi-
nancial penalty yet imposed in a 
Jan. 6 case, according to a 
spokeswoman for the U.S. attor-
ney’s office in the District.

On Thursday, it was Harkrid-
er’s turn to appear before Judge 
Royce C. Lamberth, who had 
sentenced Nichols.

Harkrider, a former infantry-
man who served in Iraq and 
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Rioter  
gets two 
years in 
prison  
veteran seen with 
tomahawk  on jan. 6

 Authorities accuse him of 
echoing calls for violence 

BY DAN MORSE

A Maryland judge indicated 
Friday he would probably allow a 
wrongful-death lawsuit against a 
Bethesda prep school to move 
forward, signaling a potential le-
gal win for the parents of a teen 
seeking to hold the Landon 
School liable for their son’s sui-
cide.

Montgomery County Circuit 
Judge Louis M. Leibowitz did not 
specifically issue a ruling. But 
after hearing three hours of argu-
ments around Landon’s effort to 
dismiss the suit, he said he was 
inclined to keep at least some of 
the claims — namely those tied to 
negligence.

“I’m likely to let them move 
forward,” Leibowitz said.

As he spoke, Dawn and Scott 
Schnell watched and listened 
from the front row of an eighth-
floor courtroom in Rockville. 
Their son, Charlie, 16, took his life 
on March 27, 2022, two weeks 
after his parents had withdrawn 
him from the all-boys institution.

 Leibowitz made a special point 
SEE LAWSUIT ON B4

Lawsuit in
suicide of
teen might
move ahead

Judge suggests case 
against Bethesda prep 
school would advance

Monday evening. “The work is 
helping these communities grow, 
and it’s no laughing matter.”

This year’s at-large race pits the 
entertainer turned politician who 
can work a crowd against the 
more seasoned White, the hous-
ing committee chairman who of-
ten describes himself as a “prob-
lem solver” on the council and 
likes to get into the weeds on 
policy. In his eight years in office, 
White has developed a reputation 
for his work on social issues and 
housing affordability — as well as 
his mayoral ambitions, after he 
unsuccessfully challenged Muriel 
E. Bowser (D) in the 2022 pri-
mary. It’s one thing he and Grant 
have in common — and now the 
two men are facing each other in 
the at-large race, sending White 
out on the citywide campaign 
trail to sell voters on his record.

“Often, if you point to the prob-
lem first, you have a headline. If 
you have a flashy idea, you have a 

SEE COUNCIL ON B2

BY MEAGAN FLYNN

Rodney “Red” Grant says it’s 
not funny.

The D.C. native has had enough 
of the jokes about being a comedi-
an running for office. Now on his 
second attempt after a failed bid 
for mayor in 2022, Grant is all that 
stands between council member 
Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) 
and a third term in the June 4 
Democratic primary — although 
it’s a decidedly uphill climb.

“I’m doing the work right now, 
and the work speaks for itself,” 
Grant, who runs a pair of pro-
grams focused on helping D.C. 
youths, said in an interview after 
a Capitol Hill candidate forum on 

Comedian, incumbent 
face o≠ for D.C. Council 
Winner of the upcoming
at-large primary is likely 

to prevail in  Nov. vote
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member, but they cannot vote 
for federal offices, such as 
president or delegate to the 
House. Noncitizens will receive 
a ballot with only local races.

What about the recalls i’ve 
been hearing about — will 
those be on the ballot?
No. Two separate recall efforts 
— one against council member 
Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), 
another targeting council 
member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-
Ward 1) — are underway. Those 
behind the recall efforts are 
working to get the required 
number of signatures for the 
recalls to be set before voters. 
But those recalls would not 
occur during any regularly 
scheduled elections; rather, the 
city would hold a special 
election in just that ward if 
opponents gather the required 
number of signatures.

Will initiative 83 be on the 
ballot too?
Initiative 83 — which would 
enact ranked-choice voting in 
the District, and make the city’s 
primary elections open to all 
voters, regardless of party — 
will go before voters in 
November if petition supporters 
gather enough signatures.

may 27). Hours of the early 
voting centers are 8:30 a.m. to 7 
p.m.
All registered D.C. voters also 
should have received a ballot in 
the mail. If you want to vote by 
mail, follow the included 
instructions to mail back your 
ballot. mailed ballots must be 
postmarked by Election Day, 
June 4. Alternatively, you can 
drop off your ballot at any ballot 
drop box in the city until 8 p.m. 
on Election Day.
D.C. has same-day voter 
registration, so you can show up 
at any vote center on Election 
Day with proof of residence and 
be issued a ballot. If you do not 
have proof of residence, you can 
vote a special ballot that day, 
then bring proof of residence to 
the Board of Elections by 5 p.m. 
on June 6 to have your ballot 
counted.
Here is a map of all the drop 
boxes, early voting centers and 
Election Day vote centers.

i live in D.C., but i’m not a 
U.S. citizen. am i allowed to 
vote?
Yes, in some races. D.C. enacted 
a law allowing noncitizens to 
vote in local elections in the 
city, beginning with the June 4 
primary. Noncitizens are 
allowed to vote for local 
positions, such as D.C. Council 

D.C.’s future.”
myrtle Patricia Alexander is 
running in the republican 
primary, while Kymone 
freeman is running in the 
Green Party.

What about shadow senator 
and shadow representative?
Shadow senators and 
representatives for D.C. are 
advocates for the city in 
Congress, though they are less 
formal than the House delegate, 
with no voting rights or floor 
privileges. A shadow senator 
seat is open after Sen. michael 
D. Brown announced he is 
retiring. Ankit Jain, a voting 
rights attorney, is facing Eugene 
Kinlow, who has previously 
worked as a federal affairs 
lobbyist for mayor muriel E. 
Bowser (D).
In the shadow representative 
race, incumbent oye owolewa 
(D), who was elected in 2020, 
faces a challenge from Linda 
Gray, vice chair of the D.C. 
Democratic Party. Ciprian 
Ivanof is seeking the republican 
nomination.

How do i vote?
Election Day is June 4, and you 
can also vote at an early voting 
center from Sunday through 
June 2 (note that those centers 
will be closed on memorial Day, 

Trayon White Sr. is facing Salim 
Adofo, an advisory 
neighborhood commissioner; 
and rahman Branch, the former 
principal of Ballou High School; 
in the Democratic primary.
Nate Derenge is seeking the 
republican nomination.

Who’s running for the 
Democratic nomination for 
House delegate?
Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton is 
seeking her 18th term in office 
and, turning 87 in June, will tie 
for the oldest member of the 
U.S. House. Though the House 
delegate does not have voting 
rights, Norton’s role has of late 
been centered on speaking 
against a barrage of republican-
led legislation designed to block 
D.C. laws and policies. She is 
facing Kelly mikel Williams, 
who has held numerous roles at 
the federal and local 
government levels. In his 
campaign, while he has 
applauded the last “33 years of 
service,” he has said it’s time for 
the “next generations of 
Washingtonians to step up for 

and Paul Johnson, a mediator 
and former municipal 
investment banker.
In Ward 7, a whopping 10 
candidates are competing to 
succeed Gray in the Democratic 
primary.
They are: Ebbon Allen, an 
educator; Kelvin Brown, an 
advisory neighborhood 
commissioner and housing 
professional; Wendell felder, 
chairman of his Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission, the 
former president of Ward 7 
Democrats and the director of 
regional affairs at Howard 
University; Nate fleming, a law 
professor; roscoe Grant Jr., a 
former D.C. employee; Villareal 
“VJ” Johnson II, also in 
education; Ebony Payne, an 
advisory neighborhood 
commissioner and founder of 
District Herbs; Veda rasheed, 
an attorney; Denise reed, who 
worked for three former council 
chairmen; and Eboni-rose 
Thompson, president and Ward 
7 representative on the D.C. 
State Board of Education.
In Ward 8, council member 

Local races on the ballot
D.C. Council wards 2, 4, 7 and 8 
and one at-large seat will be on 
the ballot, as will delegate to the 
House and the shadow U.S. 
senator and U.S. representative 
offices.

Who are the candidates 
running for D.C. Council?
In the at-large race, two-term 
council member robert C. 
White Jr. (D), chairman of the 
housing committee, is 
competing against rodney 
“red” Grant, a comedian and 
former television producer who 
runs a pair of programs for D.C. 
youths.
In Ward 2, council member 
Brooke Pinto (D) is running 
unopposed.
In Ward 4, council member 
Janeese Lewis George (D) faces 
a challenge from Lisa Gore, an 
advisory neighborhood 
commissioner and retired law 
enforcement officer from the 
U.S. Department of Housing’s 
office of the Inspector General; 
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In deep-blue D.C.’s decisive primary, 
early voting gets underway Sunday 

that despite White’s many legisla-
tive proposals, he was the “more 
relatable” candidate. “my oppo-
nent, as much as he’s legislating, I 
love it, but you’ve got to get into 
the community and be boots on 
the ground,” Grant said, arguing 
that was more his style. He has 
bristled at being labeled or 
viewed as “just a comedian,” or 
entertainer, even releasing a 
moody campaign ad titled, “I’m 
not just one thing.”

White has spent more than 
$180,000 in the campaign to 
Grant’s $116,000 — but has a 
much larger war chest at his dis-
posal. While both are leveraging 
public financing, White has over 
$300,000 on hand compared 
with Grant’s $67,000.

In an interview, White de-
scribed his experience as the key 
distinction over his opponent. If 
elected to a new term, White said, 
focusing on crime and the future 
of D.C.’s economy would be his 
priority. He highlighted legisla-
tion he’s introduced targeting 
problems in the criminal justice 
system such as at D.C.’s 911 center 
and its crime lab. He has pro-
posed launching a task force to 
study the 911 center’s troubles 
and creating hiring incentives to 
attract talent to the D.C. crime 
lab, which has yet to regain full 
accreditation after a 2021 
 scandal.

Since taking over as chair of the 
housing committee last year, 
housing has largely been the bed-
rock of White’s work on the coun-
cil. He pointed to his oversight of 
the D.C. Housing Authority fol-
lowing a scathing federal audit 
that found public housing was, in 
some cases, in uninhabitable con-
ditions and management of the 
housing stock was rife with prob-
lems. White had some standout 
moments during scrutiny of the 
former DCHA administration, 
such as his questioning of former 
executive director Brenda Donald 
over the $41,000 bonus check she 
received while the agency was in 
shambles.

Asked what problems he has 
solved, White said he worked to 
ease a backlog of housing vouch-
ers by identifying holdups, such 
as a lack of social workers to help 
residents, and passed legislation 
creating a free master’s in social 
work degree at the University of 
the District of Columbia to incen-
tivize more of them. And he 
pointed to his advocacy for mil-
lions in more funding for emer-
gency rental assistance last year 
after Bowser’s proposed cuts. It’s 
been one of his fiercest policy 
disagreements with the mayor, 
and the two engaged in one of the 
tensest exchanges at last month’s 
budget hearing over funding for 
the program — harking back to 
their campaign rivalry two years 
ago.

Asked whether he is looking to 
challenge Bowser in the future, 
White said he is focused on his 
council work for now.

“I just want to make sure I stay 
focused on that and people know 
I’m focused on that,” White said.

While mail-in voting is under-
way, early voting for the June 4 
primary begins Sunday.

$4,000 and can only afford $800, 
they should still be able to live 
here, too.”

White, who also is a D.C. native, 
said he thinks about his grandfa-
ther who bought a rowhouse in 
the city in 1963 for $14,000 — and 
how that block, while structurally 
the same, is now racially and 
economically unrecognizable. 
“We need to build housing for the 
people that are here, not just the 
people that we hope to come 
here,” White said.

The council member said the 
same logic applied to the future of 
the rfK Stadium site. He said he 
would support the return of a 
football stadium only if more 
housing was prioritized at the site 
and if building the stadium didn’t 
use taxpayer money. Grant said 
he welcomed a new stadium — 
and likewise said it should not 
require taxpayer money.

White is the heavy favorite in 
the race. But Grant is not without 
a base. His star power as a co-
median and his work with D.C. 
youths have built him a following 
and name recognition that 
doesn’t always come easy for can-
didates who have never held of-
fice. In his mayoral race in 2022, 
he leveraged his social and pro-
fessional connections to make a 
splash, for example with an en-
dorsement from Snoop Dogg. 
running as an independent, he 
garnered 29,000 votes in the gen-
eral election — light-years behind 
Bowser in second place but not 
nothing for a first-time candidate. 
White had garnered more than 
50,000 votes against Bowser in 
the primary.

In an interview, Grant argued 

people know we love them.”
on housing, both candidates 

said they were deeply concerned 
about displacement. “It’s getting 
out of control,” Grant said of the 
proliferation of luxury high-rises. 
“We have to make sure we have 
apartment buildings that service 
everyone. If you can’t afford 

youths involved in crime.
“We have to have diversion pro-

grams for young people to go with 
their parents before they get to a 
certain point,” said Grant, who 
noted that he had a brush with 
D.C.’s juvenile justice system as a 
child. “We gotta have some type of 
deterrence early so our young 

Block, introducing kids to new 
experiences like visiting the 
White House or attending a Com-
manders game, he said. He advo-
cated for expanded vocational 
education, new programming in 
schools targeting kids’ interests, 
like gaming or coding, and ex-
panding diversion programs for 

headline. But you need people 
who are willing to get under the 
hood and do the work, and that’s 
what I’ve done,” White said.

The winner advances to the 
general election in November, 
where the at-large Democratic 
nominee faces a typically crowd-
ed slate of independent candi-
dates and others, and the top two 
candidates win.

At the Hill Center on monday, 
White and Grant debated the crit-
ical issues shaping the campaign 
in one of their last forums of the 
season, moderated by Capital 
Community News managing Edi-
tor Andrew Lightman. one clear 
theme emerged: The kids aren’t 
all right. from education to 
crime, the meatiest discussions 
centered on how to build more 
promising futures for the city’s 
youths.

White recalled meeting a 
mother who said her 4-year-old 
daughter knows that when they 
park at their home, she already 
has to “have her seat belt off so 
they can get into the house safely.”

“That is not the type of city we 
want to live in,” White said.

When it comes to juvenile 
crime, both called for earlier in-
tervention through preventive 
programs, as children have in-
creasingly been either the victims 
or perpetrators of violent crime. 
And concerns about chronic tru-
ancy or absenteeism at D.C. pub-
lic schools have compounded 
worries about keeping kids on 
track.

White pointed to a package of 
bills he introduced in february 
that would expand vocational 
education programs for students, 
create a citywide youth mentor-
ship network for kids who have 
faced adversity and increase re-
porting requirements on stu-
dents’ attendance, which White 
said would allow officials to iden-
tify schools with struggling stu-
dents sooner.

“There has to be an under-
standing there will be conse-
quences” for crime, White said, 
“but we are best served if we have 
good prevention programs, like 
expanded vocational education 
that I’m working on, like mentor-
ing kids across the city that I’m 
working on, like addressing tru-
ancy at its earliest stages, like I’m 
working on right now.”

He also touted his proposal to 
create the position of emerging 
adult services director, intended 
to help coordinate a universe of 
available programs for at-risk 
youths in the legal system. The 
provision passed as part of the 
council’s omnibus crime legisla-
tion, Secure D.C.

Grant, who returned to D.C. 
from Los Angeles after a career in 
entertainment — including pro-
ducing television shows for Via-
com and BET — has put his work 
with D.C. youths at the center of 
his campaign, saying he wants to 
build on it in office. He started 
Don’t Shoot Guns, Shoot Camer-
as, a program exposing kids to 
videography and filmmaking. 
And he and his wife, a former 
police officer, run Beyond Your 
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D.C.’s at-large candidates focus on youth crime, housing
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D.C. Council candidates Rodney “Red” Grant, left,  and Robert C. White Jr. speak at forum at the Hill Center in D.C. on May 20. 

BiLL O'Leary/the WashingtOn POst

Grant, a comedian and D.C. native, previously ran for mayor in 2022. His bid to unseat incumbent 
White is an uphill battle. White is the favorite, and has a larger war chest at his disposal.

The Guide to Offers

Enter for the chance to win a pair of tickets to Brooks & Dunn 
on June 13 at Merriweather Post Pavilion

“With 20 no. 1 hits stretching back to 1991, two Grammy awards, dozens of aCM and CMa honors and a discography counting more album 
sales than any duo in history regardless of genre, [Kix] Brooks & [ronnie] Dunn’s influence on today’s country has never been in question. hits 
like ‘Boot scootin’ Boogie,’ ‘My Maria’ and ‘Believe’ have propelled the duo to more than 30 million albums sold” (brooks-dunn.com). in 2019 

the group was inducted into the Country Music hall of Fame. “Brooks & Dunn are a country legacy act, there’s no doubt” (desertsun.com). 

See details at washingtonpost.com/entertainment/events/lists/388
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ing biomedical research at places 
like the University of Virginia and 
Harvard University medical 
schools.

“I realized that I loved the field, 
I loved the work, I loved the re-
search,” he said about his summer 
at Harvard, where he helped vali-
date what was potentially a first-
of-its-kind protein while conduct-
ing immunology and genomics re-
search.

Provido loved it so much he 

colleges were slowly reopening 
their doors. In the fall of 2021, he 
had his first in-person classes. He 
said it was a “major transition” 
from his online coursework.

“When I did finally go in person, 
I did finally experience that rigor,” 
Provido said about his courses.

He also found a community of 
classmates, professors and men-
tors. He dove into his field — his 
degree is in biology — and spent 
every summer interning and do-

Harkrider joined a mob of rioters 
who used the force of their 
bodies to push against outnum-
bered police at the entrance to a 
tunnel where several officers 
were assaulted with chemical 
spray and physical objects. He 
also carried away a broken chair 
leg from the Capitol as a sou-
venir, rocha said.

West, the defense attorney, 
blamed Trump and his advisers 
for engaging in a “massive effort” 
to spread false information that 
the election had been stolen 
from Trump by voter fraud in key 
states. 

West said Harkrider and oth-
ers like him were used as 
“pawns” by right-wing extremist 
groups such as the Proud Boys 
and others who wanted violence 
that day.

“mr. Harkrider committed no 
violent actions,” West said. “He 
did not destroy anything. Unfor-
tunately, he now understands 
that going into the Capitol that 
day was way beyond a peaceful 
protest and he sincerely regrets 
his actions.”

In a letter to the judge, 
Harkrider said he had started a 
catering business and was “pro-
foundly sorry” that his conduct 
cast a shadow over his efforts to 
help people in his community.

Lamberth said Harkrider was 
“basically a good person” who 
“did good by your country by 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan” 
but “did wrong that day.” The 
Capitol riot, the judge said, “was 
a disaster for the country.”

more than 1,400 people have 
been federally charged in the 
violence that began after Trump 
urged his supporters to march to 
the Capitol.

 five people died in the attack 
or in the immediate aftermath, 
and more than 100 police officers 
were injured.

Afghanistan, was convicted in 
January of four felonies and 
three misdemeanors. 

His attorney Kira West said 
Harkrider, who said he has post-
traumatic stress disorder and a 
history of heavy drinking, was 
the “follower” and Nichols the 
“leader” as the two stormed the 
Capitol. She unsuccessfully 
sought a sentence of three 
months, the amount of time 
Harkrider already has spent be-
hind bars.

“I don’t mean in any way to 
minimize what happened on Jan. 
6,” Harkrider told the judge, 
adding, “I do take responsibility 
for my actions and what I said 
that day.”

The U.S. attorney’s office 
asked for a three-year prison 
term. “Harkrider equipped him-
self to be ready for violence on 
January 6 and ‘look[ed] forward 
to’ what Nichols predicted would 
be an ‘actual battle,’” prosecutors 
wrote in a sentencing memo filed 
in court.

In Nichols’s case, prosecutors 
said that after he clashed with 
police officers, pepper-spraying 
some of them, he exhorted other 
rioters through his bullhorn: “If 
you have a weapon, you need to 
get your weapon! … This is the 
second revolution right here. … 
This is not a peaceful protest.”

Harkrider was at Nichols’s 
side throughout the mayhem, 
prosecutors said, and he echoed 
Nichols’s calls for violence, tell-
ing the mob: “Cut their freaking 
head off! You can do it.” They 
said he was standing on a Capitol 
window ledge and drew a hand 
across his throat in a slashing 
motion as rioters around him 
roared approval.

on Thursday, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Sarah W. rocha said 
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Marine veteran 
who rioted  Jan. 6 
receives 2 years 

chapter never really closed [then] 
because of the circumstances. 
This time I feel like my undergrad-
uate chapter, and my life these 
past four years, are actually com-
ing to a close.”

The next morning, friday, as 
Provido and other graduates filed 
into Bulldog Stadium, memories 
from the pandemic loomed large. 
The senior class president joked 
about how good everyone was at 
picking out shirts for Zoom class. 
University President Aminta H. 
Breaux congratulated the class for 
overcoming the “obstacles and 
hurdles” of covid. In a prerecorded 
video, Vice President Harris of-
fered her praise.

“Through early-morning class-
es and late-night study sessions, 
through remote learning and so-
cial distancing, with the support 
of your friends and family and the 
faculty and staff, you made it to 
graduation,” Harris said.

A little more than three hours 
in, it was time for Provido to line 
up. As the officials onstage called 
the names of his seatmates — 
Tae’lor A. Francois, Joshua Spann 
and Renee Elizabeth Taylor — he 
felt hope. Then came the moment 
he’d waited for.

“Chris Geo Aleligay Provido,” 
the announcer said. “magna cum 
laude.”

applied for a PhD program in im-
munology at Stanford University. 
He got in and will move in the fall 
after a 21/2-month research intern-
ship in france. He was due abroad 
this week but told his program 
managers he would have to arrive 
late — he couldn’t miss another 
graduation.

But first, there were more mun-
dane celebrations. He enjoyed one 
last Taco Tuesday, a cherished tra-
dition, in Bowie State’s cafeteria 
with a hard-shell taco and ground 
beef topped with rice, corn and 
beans — plus sides of salsa and 
guacamole. “I was really getting all 
the sides and living it up.”

Provido got his first glimpse at 
commencement during a practice 
ceremony earlier this week, where 
hundreds of anxious soon-to-be 
graduates assembled in an air-
conditioned auditorium. They ex-
changed hugs, showed off fresh 
manicures and tried on gowns 
while a university official ran 
through a list of rules: no balloons, 
no strollers, get here early.

It was “nerve-racking,” Provido 
said after the dry run. Not only was 
it his first time meeting the univer-
sity’s president, but the fact that 
he was done with college was sink-
ing in.

“The excitement that I had four 
years ago is back,” he said. “The 

where in the middle. He would go 
to college but stay home. He en-
rolled at nearby Bowie State Uni-
versity and, although he had a 
scholarship that would cover the 
cost of housing, lived with his par-
ents about 30 minutes from cam-
pus.

“Although it was very hard for 
me, I still wanted to follow in their 
footsteps, and I still wanted to 
make them proud,” Provido said. 
He had spent the first several years 
of his life in the Philippines, where 
his father grew up in a one-room 
cinder-block house and chased 
sponsorships at universities 
abroad. “my dad knew America 
would bring my siblings and me so 
much more opportunity.”

But it wasn’t the start to college 
that Provido expected. He had 
looked forward to the hallmarks of 
campus life — living in dorms, 
meeting new people and joining 
clubs. Instead, all of his classes 
were virtual, and he watched lec-
tures from his bed. The courses 
weren’t as challenging as he 
thought they would be.

Provido and his classmates 
spent so much time online that the 
internet also became their student 
center and library. He made 
friends on social media and in 
online groups.

By his sophomore year, many 

and goody bags to other graduates 
in a drive-by ceremony. But it all 
felt forced, Provido said. He re-
members sitting in his parents’ car 
as his neighbors passed small gifts 
through the window — but it 
didn’t feel like a celebration.

“It felt like that chapter never 
really ended,” Provido said. “And I 
really just lost the sense of who I 
was then, and I never really knew 
where I was going to go next.”

Provido and millions of other 
students found themselves at a 
crossroads in the summer of 2020: 
Go off to college or stay at home. 
many of his peers were choosing 
the latter. more than 461,000 few-
er students enrolled in college that 
fall, nearly twice the rate of decline 
from the previous year, according 
to national estimates. most of that 
loss was driven by undergradu-
ates.

It was hard to think about the 
future when the present felt so 
fragile. Provido felt the drive he 
had in high school seeping out of 
him, and he says he couldn’t envi-
sion finishing college. “I didn’t 
know where the world would go, I 
didn’t know where else my life 
would go,” he said.

With an enrollment deadline 
looming, Provido landed some-

GRADUATION from B1

Covid canceled their high school graduations. At last, they’re taking the stage.

BY PETER HERMANN 
AND KEITH L. ALEXANDER

A D.C. police captain who was 
injured when a gunman fired at 
his personal vehicle in Northwest 
Washington on monday managed 
to record part of the incident on 
his phone, but dropped it as 
gunfire erupted, according to a 
police affidavit filed in D.C. Supe-
rior Court.

The captain, an 18-year veteran 
headed into work at the fourth 
District station, was injured in 
the head by shattered glass, the 
affidavit says. Police said in the 
affidavit that the captain cap-
tured on video a blue Honda 
Accord being driven erratically 
and its ohio license plate.

That enabled D.C. police in the 
department’s falcon helicopter to 
quickly spot the Honda and pur-
sue it into maryland, where they 
said it crashed onto its side in 
Landover. Police said they recov-
ered a 9mm Springfield Hellcat 
semiautomatic handgun that had 

been tossed from the vehicle.
Police said they arrested 

rasheed Thorne, of Northwest 
Washington, and William Walker 
IV, of Upper marlboro, md. The 
affidavit identifies Walker as the 
driver and Thorne as passenger. 
Both are 21 years old.

The shooting occurred shortly 
after noon in the 5800 block of 
Seventh Street NW, between 
oglethorpe and Nicholson 
streets, a residential neighbor-
hood in Brightwood. Police have 
said the captain was driving his 
personal SUV and was wearing 
civilian clothes.

The affidavit says the captain 
first noticed the blue Accord be-
hind him at 3rd Street and mis-
souri Avenue NW. The captain 
told investigators that the Ac-
cord’s driver “abruptly sped up” 
and pulled in front of him, then 
slowed and changed lanes, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

When the captain tried to pass 
the Accord, the affidavit says, its 
driver “began swerving across 

both lanes in front of the vehicle, 
preventing him from passing,” 
the affidavit says.

The affidavit says the captain 
was recording through his front 
windshield as the Honda’s driver 
pulled into an alley off ogletho-
rpe Street. The affidavit says the 
passenger got out, approached 
the captain’s SUV and fired four 
shots at its side. The captain 
dropped his phone as he moved 
out of the way and was struck in 
both eyes and his forehead with 
shards of glass, the affidavit says.

Earlier this week, police had 
said they weren’t sure if he had 
been grazed by a bullet, struck by 
glass or both.

“The victim stated that he had 
no exchange of any kind with the 
suspect before or during the inci-
dent,” the affidavit says. The court 
documents do not describe an 
apparent motive.

The gunman got back into the 
Honda, and the car drove away. 
The captain drove five blocks to 
the fourth District station on 

Georgia Avenue NW and report-
ed the shooting. He recalled the 
color of the vehicle and the letters 
“JYD” on the license plate, which 
he believed was from a midwest-
ern state because he saw a wheat 
stalk.

The captain’s video confirmed 
his memory: the Accord’s license 
plate, with JYD in it, is registered 
to Walker, according to court 
documents filed in Prince 
George’s County.

Thorne and Walker each face 
charges of possession of a firearm 
by a felon in maryland. Thorne 
remained detained in Prince 
George’s on friday. Walker was 
extradited Thursday to D.C., 
where he faces charges of assault 
with a dangerous weapon and 
possession of a firearm during a 
crime of violence.

At a D.C. Superior Court hear-
ing on friday, magistrate Judge 
Heidi Herrmann ordered Walker 
held in D.C. jail and set a hearing 
for Tuesday. Attempts to reach 
Walker’s attorney were not suc-

cessful after the hearing.
maryland court documents say 

Thorne was convicted of a fire-
arms offense in D.C. in Septem-
ber. Details of how that case was 
adjudicated were not available in 
Superior Court records.

Those charging documents 
also say Walker was convicted of 

firearm offenses in Prince 
George’s in 2021 and 2022, and 
received jail terms of one year 
and three years. The records 
show the sentences were sus-
pended.

Jasmine hilton contributed to this 
report.

the distriCt

D.C. police captain able to record part of a shooting in which he was hurt

John MinChillo/AP

U.S.  diStriCt CoUrt  for d.C.

ABOVE: Supporters of 
President Donald Trump at the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
Five people  died in the 
insurrection  or in its immediate 
aftermath.
 RIGHT: Alex K. Harkrider is 
seen  during the attack.  
Investigators added a circle to 
highlight a tomahawk ax   he was 
carrying. Harkrider and a 
friend traveled from East Texas 
to D.C.  and muscled their way 
into the Capitol with other 
rioters, authorities say. 

“The excitement that I had four years ago 
is back. The chapter never really closed 

[then] because of the circumstances. This 
time I feel like my undergraduate chapter, 

and my life these past four years, are 
actually coming to a close.”

Chris Provido, who just graduated from Bowie State University, 
on having an in-person commencement
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BY LATESHIA BEACHUM

The Prince George’s County 
Council passed a $5.46 billion 
operating budget in a majority 
vote Thursday, focusing on prior-
ities such as public safety while 
faced with limited funding.

Chair Jolene Ivey (District 5) 
said a $171 million budget short-
fall, higher interest rates along 
with rising inflation and the end 
of coronavirus pandemic funds 
meant the council had to be 
judicious in what it was going to 
fund for the fiscal year.

“The budget this year and over 
the next few years is going to be 
the biggest challenge facing our 
county,” Ivey said in a statement 
before the all-Democratic body, 
comparing the county’s budget 
process to family accounting. 
“families have to plan for the 
future and save for emergencies, 
and our county needs to also 

consider long-term sustainabili-
ty.”

Ivey’s remarks mirror those of 
County Executive Angela D. Also-
brooks (D), who proposed a $5.46 
billion budget in march while 
announcing that more than 800 
county positions would be fro-
zen. Alsobrooks, who recently 
won the Democratic primary for 
U.S. Senate, said difficult deci-
sions had to be made amid 
lackluster revenue and increased 
state mandates for education 
spending. To avoid raising taxes 
on county residents, she pivoted 
to finding new ways to fill the 
budget gap by securing money 
from local telecommunications 
and energy taxes that went to 
fund schools and dipping into 
the county’s reserves.

The council’s budget for the 
fiscal year that begins July 1 
offers little variation from Also-
brooks’s proposed budget. Limit-

ed funds meant leaders had to 
decide between needs and wants. 
There is no funding for the fair 
Election fund in this budget, 
Ivey noted as an example.

Despite the financial limita-
tions, the county allocated an 
additional $200,000 to help the 
Prince George’s County Police 
Department fill vacancies. The 
council also negotiated with the 
executive branch to create an-
other 50 firefighting positions.

The council gave an additional 
$3 million in nondepartmental 
grants to help fund the county’s 
nonprofits and added $100,000 
for animal services in the Depart-
ment of the Environment and 
Animal Services.

In keeping with Alsobrooks’s 
determination to build the coun-
ty’s health infrastructure, the 
council will invest $250,000 in a 
state-of-the-art sickle cell ma-
chine and operational needs at 

the University of maryland Capi-
tal region medical Center to help 
residents who make up a signifi-
cant portion of the state’s sickle 
cell patients. Alsobrooks secured 
$38 million in funding from the 
state in April to expand the 
county’s health-care access.

The council has had differing 
views on what cannabis reform 
means and what growth of the 
industry should look like within 
the county, but members were 
united in providing $2 million to 
the Cannabis reinvestment and 
restoration fund, which will 
manage state Community rein-
vestment and repair fund dol-
lars given to communities dis-
proportionately affected by drug-
related law enforcement practic-
es.

most residents will not feel the 
impact of the restrictive budget, 
Ivey said.

“[for] the average person, 

their trash will still be picked up 
and the potholes will mostly be 
filled,” she said. “It’s more the 
things that we would like to do, 
like add more sidewalks — the 
wants instead of needs.”

The passage of the council’s 
budget came just hours after 
Alsobrooks’s office announced 
that fitch, one of three financial 
ratings agencies, maintained the 
county’s AAA bond rating and 
stable economic outlook.

“Despite our challenges with 
this year’s budget cycle, this 
rating is the latest sign that we 
have fought to maintain the 
fiscal health of the County,” Also-
brooks said in a statement. “We 
will continue moving forward 
with our economic growth strat-
egy and fiscal discipline in our 
budget so we can maintain our 
county’s stable economic out-
look.”

The council’s vice chair, Syd-

ney Harrison (District 9), said 
the fitch rating acknowledges 
the work that county leaders 
have invested in to grow its 
economy while being mindful of 
resources.

“[fitch] saw the investments 
with the fBI relocation, the pos-
sibility of data centers, three data 
centers, coming to Prince 
George’s County, that brings 
more enhancement in revenues 
coming in,” Harrison said. “They 
saw us put cost containment 
measures in place and how we 
reallocated service to invest in 
the people.”

The budget will probably re-
main a concern for leaders be-
yond this fiscal year. In January, 
the county’s Spending Afford-
ability Committee predicted that 
structural challenges could leave 
Prince George’s with a deficit of 
up to $407 million within the 
next five fiscal years.

MARYLAND

Pr. George’s lawmakers pass $5.4 billion budget amid funding limitations

obituaries

BY BRIAN MURPHY

morgan Spurlock, a documen-
tary filmmaker whose oscar-
nominated “Super Size me” 
chronicled a month of watching 
his body swell and health de-
cline while eating only mcDon-
ald’s meals, launching a highfly-
ing career that later imploded 
after he acknowledged past inci-
dents of sexual assault and ha-
rassment, died may 23 at a 
hospital in New York City. He 
was 53.

The cause was cancer, mr. 
Spurlock’s family announced.

mr. Spurlock directed or pro-
duced nearly 70 documentaries 
for film and television, often 
throwing himself into the center 
as narrator and guide such as 
spending weeks in a Virginia jail 
to explore life behind bars or 
roaming from morocco to Paki-
stan in a quixotic hunt for 
al-Qaeda leader osama bin Lad-
en.

“Super Size me,” which was 
released in 2004 and brought 
mr. Spurlock his initial burst of 
acclaim, was an indictment of 
America’s fast-food culture and 
a first-person journey into the 
country’s health problems, in-
cluding rising obesity levels. mr. 
Spurlock and his then-girl-
friend, a pro-vegan foodie, be-
come the yin and yang of his 
high-calorie odyssey.

As the month unfolds, mr. 
Spurlock’s belly begins to 
spread, and his face grows puffy. 
The bad news from his doctor 
piles up: Cholesterol is spiking, 
liver dysfunction crops up. mr. 
Spurlock talks of his bouts of 
depression and how his libido 
seems to have evaporated.

The rules he set for himself in 
the documentary meant he had 
to accept a “supersize” option if 
asked while ordering breakfast, 
lunch or dinner. mr. Spurlock 
also scaled back his normal 
exercise to match the average 
American’s physical activity.

In one scene, he pulls up to a 
mcDonald’s drive-through. 
“Yeah, could I get the double 

Quarter Pounder with cheese 
meal?” he said into the inter-
com.

“Large or supersize?” the or-
der-taker asked.

“I think I’m going to have to 
go supersize,” mr. Spurlock said.

By the end of the month, mr. 
Spurlock put on 25 pounds. (His 
then-girlfriend and eventual 
wife, Alexandra Jamieson, used 
her plan to slim down mr. 
Spurlock as basis for her 2005 
book, “The Great American De-
tox Diet.”)

mr. Spurlock’s filmmaking 
style borrowed elements from 
the gonzo-style journalism pop-
ularized in the 1970s, using 
outsider-looking-in storytelling 
and irreverent anecdotes and 
interviews. “We want to give you 
permission to laugh in the plac-

es where it’s really hard to 
laugh,” he said.

The idea to put his body on 
the line came during a Thanks-
giving visit to his parents’ home 
in 2002. He saw a TV news 
report about two girls who had 
sued mcDonald’s, claiming the 
chain had misrepresented the 
nutritional value of its menu 
and caused them to put on 
significant weight. (A judge dis-
missed the suit.)

“A spokesman for mcDonald’s 
came on and said, you can’t link 
their obesity to our food — our 
food is healthy, it’s nutritious,” 
mr. Spurlock told the New York 
Times. “I thought, ‘If it’s so good 
for me, I should be able to eat it 
every day, right?’”

The documentary, made for 
$65,000 and which debuted at 

the Sundance film festival, 
grossed more than $22 million 
and elevated mr. Spurlock into 
the ranks of celebrity sleuths 
shining a harsh light on modern 
America, including filmmaker 
michael moore, and author and 
scholar robert Putnam. Yet “Su-
per Size me” also brought ques-
tions about what mr. Spurlock 
may have left out.

He resisted calls to release 
logs that tracked his food con-
sumption during the month, and 
in 2017 he acknowledged that he 
never stopped drinking alcohol 
for more than a week during the 
previous 30 years. That suggest-
ed he was drinking during some, 
or possibly all, of the mcDon-
ald’s-only month, which could 
have influenced his medical re-
sults.

That disclosure came as part 
of a bigger bombshell. As the 
#meToo movement widened, mr. 
Spurlock posted a blog message 
saying he had a history of sexual 
misconduct, including acknowl-
edging he was accused of sexual 
assault while in college. He also 
said he had paid his former 
female assistant to keep silent 
about his sexual harassment of 
her. He said he repeatedly called 
her “sex pants” and “hot pants” 
in the office.

In an apparent attempt to get 
ahead of any stories about his 
past, mr. Spurlock described 
himself as “part of the problem” 
and stepped down from the 
production company Warrior 
Poets, which he co-founded in 
2004 with producer Jeremy 
Chilnick.

“As I sit around watching hero 
after hero, man after man, fall at 
the realization of their past 
indiscretions, I don’t sit by and 
wonder ‘who will be next?’ I 
wonder, ‘when will they come 
for me?’” mr. Spurlock wrote.

The revelations effectively 
ended mr. Spurlock’s career and 
put his last project in limbo. The 
documentary “Super Size me 2: 
Holy Chicken!” was finished in 
2017 but not released until two 
years later. In the film, mr. 
Spurlock looked behind the 
menus at fast-food chains and 
other restaurants and often de-
bunked their claims of serving 
healthier and more ethically 
sourced products.

Film student in New York
morgan Valentine Spurlock 

was born in Parkersburg, W.Va., 
on Nov. 7, 1970, and raised in 
Beckley in the southern part of 
the state. His father owned an 
auto repair shop, and his mother 
was a junior high school and 
high school guidance counselor.

He graduated in 1993 from 
New York University’s Tisch 
School of the Arts. He began his 
career as a production assistant 
on film sets in New York, includ-
ing “Léon: The Professional” 
(1994), written and directed by 

Luc Besson.
mr. Spurlock’s marriages to 

Priscilla Sommer, Jamieson and 
Sara Bernstein ended in divorce. 
Survivors include a son each 
from his second and third mar-
riages; his parents; and two 
brothers.

mr. Spurlock first gained no-
tice as a playwright, staging his 
drama “The Phoenix” in New 
York and elsewhere. He then 
created an mTV series, “I Bet 
You Will,” which had contestants 
accepting dares such as eating a 
jar of mayonnaise.

His 2008 project “Where in 
the World is osama bin Laden?” 
mixed animation, interviews 
and even songs as mr. Spurlock 
traveled across the muslim 
world in a faux-serious effort to 
beat U.S. intelligence and track 
down bin Laden on his own. The 
reviews were deeply split. Some 
critics praised his attempts to 
show the diversity and complex-
ity of North Africa, the middle 
East and Central Asia. others 
dismissed the film as vapid and 
self-indulgent.

In his other documentaries, 
mr. Spurlock dug into American 
subcultures and commerce, 
such as the comic book expo 
Comic-Con in “Comic-Con Epi-
sode IV: A fan’s Hope” and the 
marketing and advertising in-
dustry with “Pom Wonderful 
Presents: The Greatest movie 
Ever Sold,” both released in 2011.

He also explored life in lockup 
by spending 23 days in custody 
with inmates at Virginia’s Henri-
co County Jail in 2006 as part of 
his fX network series “30 Days.” 
on CNN, mr. Spurlock hosted 
and produced the 2013-2016 se-
ries “morgan Spurlock Inside 
man,” which investigated vari-
ous U.S.-based subjects such as 
migrant labor and elder care.

“I never wanted to do any-
thing else,” mr. Spurlock told the 
Guardian, recalling his drive to 
make documentary films. “I was 
awkward as a kid. I wasn’t the 
best looking or the most athletic 
or the funniest — I was just 
persistent and tenacious.”

MORGAN SPURLOCK, 53

 ‘Super Size Me’ filmmaker was often the narrator and guide in his movies

Mark J. terriLL/aP

Morgan Spurlock at the      “Super Size Me” premiere in 2004 in Los Angeles.  Mr. Spurlock revealed his 
history of sexual misconduct as the #MeToo movement widened, which effectively ended his career.  

death because he had not ex-
pressed “suicidal intent or ide-
ation,” and Landon’s legal duty to 
protect Schnell ended when he 
left the school.

Nothing from friday’s hearing 
means a trial — set to begin in 
may 2025 — is imminent or that 
the Schnells would prevail. 
Landon’s attorneys will still have 
a chance to defeat the claims by 
seeking a summary judgment.

And the hearing friday, the 
first significant one in the litiga-
tion, didn’t address whether the 
allegations in the suit could be 
proven. It addressed arguments 
by Landon’s attorneys that, as a 
matter of law, the claims should 
be dismissed.

The central claims in the case 
are deeply debated.

In their lawsuit, attorneys for 
the Schnells contended that 
Landon officials ignored a series 
of mental health warning signs 
given off by their son, pushed 
him from the school in a rushed 
discipline process after he was 
accused of creating a racist draw-
ing, and then failed to protect 
him from online bullying by his 

former classmates before he 
killed himself.

“Suicide was the foreseeable 
consequence,” the Schnells’s at-
torneys wrote in court filings, “of 
egregious failures by defendants 

to protect him from harm and to 
warn his parents of such harm.”

In court filings, Landon offi-
cials described Charlie Schnell’s 
final disciplinary matter at the 
school, while he was facing ex-

pulsion for earlier incidents, as 
extremely serious: He drew what 
they characterized as a violent 
image directed at Black people 
that he showed to a Black class-
mate. The allegation followed 
three incidents in which Schnell 
was accused of using offensive 
language — in one case directed 
at a lacrosse coach.

A copy of the drawing, a de-
scription of it, or any explanation 
of what the teen may have been 
thinking when he drew it has not 
yet appeared in any legal filings. 
Landon’s attorneys, as part of 
court filings seeking to stay dis-
covery pending resolution of 
their motion to dismiss, said that 
details of the “troubling draw-
ing” would emerge if the case 
proceeds to trial and that 
wounds around the incident 
“should not be reopened lightly.”

An attorney for the Schnells 
declined to comment friday af-
ter the hearing. Attorneys for 
Landon could not immediately 
be reached.

In the lawsuit, Charlie Sch-
nell’s parents pointed to a jour-
nal entry he wrote for his English 

class as a sign of trouble the 
school should have alerted the 
family about. 

“right now, I’m tired and wor-
ried,” he wrote, describing illness 
that put him behind in school, 
how medicine zapped his moti-
vation and fears over school 
shootings. But he also wrote that 
he was grateful for his loyal 
friends. “I’d sum everything up to 
being tired, in pain, thankful, 
and worried.”

Landon argued the journal in-
dicated otherwise.

“A plain reading of the state-
ments in [Charlie Schnell’s] 
classroom journal reveals under-
standable feelings of concern, 
but at no point does [he] state, or 
even imply, that he was contem-
plating suicide or self-harm,” 
their attorneys wrote in a brief 
filed with the court, saying that 
he also wrote of his friends and 
feeling hopeful.

Leibowitz is expected to issue 
a formal, written opinion soon.

if you or someone you know needs 
help now, call the suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline at 988.

to speak directly to the Schnells at 
the end of the hearing — a way to 
extend his sympathies while 
stressing they couldn’t affect his 
decisions.

“I can’t imagine what you have 
gone through,” he told them, add-
ing, “These are legal issues that I 
have to make a judgment about.”

In the teen’s final days at the 
school, Landon officials accused 
him of drawing a racist image 
directed at Black people.

Leibowitz said he continues to 
consider stronger claims against 
Landon — that its actions 
amounted to “intentional inflic-
tion of emotional distress” on the 
family. The judge said he prob-
ably will dismiss a claim that 
Landon’s actions violated mary-
land’s Consumer Protection Act. 
“I would move forward,” he told 
attorneys on both sides, “as if 
that’s going away.”

on friday, Landon’s attorneys 
advanced arguments they had 
previously filed in court papers. 
Two of the main ones: Landon 
could not have foreseen Schnell’s 

LAWSUIT from B1

In hearing over school’s bid to dismiss lawsuit, judge signals it could advance

riCky Carioti/the Washington Post

Dawn and Scott Schnell filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against the 
Landon School, in Bethesda, where their son Charlie attended.
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Greg Schneiders, a Democratic 
political adviser who began as a 
struggling Capitol Hill bar owner 
and made his way into President 
Jimmy Carter’s inner circle, tak-
ing on roles that included help-
ing create the disaster relief 
agency FEMA, died May 8 at his 
home in Key Largo, Fla. He was 
77.

Mr. Schneiders had a heart 
attack while sleeping, said his 
son, Nate Schneiders.

Among the countless “how I 
got into politics” stories in Wash-
ington, Mr. Schneiders’s was one 
of tough lessons and lucky tim-
ing. In 1974, he had just sold two 
failing drinking spots he co-
owned, a saloon called Whitby’s 
on Capitol Hill and Georgetown 
Beef Co., a beer and burger joint.

He went on unemployment 
with a stack of debts following 
him and his business partner, a 
friend from their days at George-
town University. “I never intend-
ed to do it for the rest of my life,” 
Mr. Schneiders told The Wash-
ington Post. “But no one in my 
family had ever run a business. I 
was enchanted by it.”

While visiting his brother near 
Boston, he attended a Carter 
campaign rally when the former 
Georgia governor was still re-
garded as a long shot for the 
Democratic nomination. Mr. 
Schneider was impressed by 
Carter and offered his services. 
He knew little about campaign-
ing but had a gift for speech 
writing and what he called intui-
tive people skills that he honed as 
a bar owner.

He began at the bottom, help-
ing load campaign buses and 
keeping track of luggage. Being 
on the road, however, put him in 
contact with the candidate. Soon, 
Mr. Schneiders was added to the 
team, led by chief strategist Ham-
ilton Jordan, tasked with crafting 
Carter’s image and finding ways 
to use his homespun qualities, 
including his peanut farmer 
days, to break out from the rest of 
the Democratic field.

“Carter was having difficulty 
overcoming a sense that he was 
different,” Mr. Schneiders re-
called, “that people didn’t really 
know who he was or what made 
him tick.”

After Carter’s victory over in-
cumbent Gerald Ford in 1976 — 
in a campaign that included an-
ger over Ford’s pardoning of his 
predecessor, Richard M. Nixon, 
from potential Watergate crimes 
— Mr. Schneiders watched from 
the window of a friend’s office on 
Inauguration Day in January 
1977 when the president-elect 

and Rosalynn Carter walked up 
Pennsylvania Avenue.

Mr. Schneiders entered the 
White House as a speechwriter 
and deputy communications di-
rector and later had roles includ-
ing head of special projects, a 
portfolio that made Mr. Sch-
neiders part of Carter’s top initia-
tives. Among them were efforts 
by Carter to bring various disas-
ter-response groups under one 
umbrella.

That led to the creation in 1979 
of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, or FEMA. Mr. 
Schneiders often served as Cart-
er’s personal representative at 
major natural disasters, includ-
ing touring Johnstown, Pa., after 
devastating flooding in July 1977 
that claimed more than 80 lives.

“The politics of disaster relief 
are amazingly straightforward,” 
Mr. Schneiders said, years after 
leaving the White House “It’s an 
amalgam of ambulance-chasing 
and pork barrel. You show up, 
express your concern and prom-
ise money — and you will be 
rewarded with votes.”

In July 1979, Mr. Schneiders 
drafted a cautionary memo to 
Carter. He had read the presi-
dent’s upcoming speech and was 
troubled. Carter would say, in a 
nationally televised speech, that 
the nation was suffering from a 
“crisis of confidence” to combat 
double-digit inflation and rising 
fuel prices, partly caused by sup-
ply disruptions after the Iranian 
Revolution.

Mr. Schneiders predicted the 
exasperated tone of Carter’s ad-
dress would give his opponents 
more ammunition against him in 
the 1980 presidential race. (Cart-
er would confront another crisis 
later in 1979 after Iranian mili-
tants overran the U.S. Embassy 
and held 52 Americans captive 
for the rest of his presidential 
term.)

“Look carefully at each self-
deprecating remark and each 
negative comment about Ameri-
ca,” Mr. Schneiders wrote in the 
memo, which became part of the 
archives at the Carter Presiden-
tial Center in Atlanta. “We’d hear 
them thrown back ad nauseam 
during a campaign.”

His premonition proved cor-
rect. Republican candidate Ron-
ald Reagan seized on Carter’s 
“malaise” speech — even though 
Carter never used that word.

Mr. Schneiders was among a 
small group of Carter administra-
tion insiders to learn the results 
of internal polling during the 
closing days of the 1980 cam-
paign, showing Reagan surging 
to a 10-point lead. Mr. Schneiders 
was by the president’s side on Air 

Force One when the pollster, 
Patrick Caddell, told Carter it 
appeared that reelection was out 
of reach.

After Carter’s defeat, Mr. Sch-
neiders advised the Senate’s mi-
nority leader, Robert Byrd 
(D-W.Va.), and helped direct the 
unsuccessful presidential cam-
paigns of astronaut-turned-sena-
tor John Glenn (D-Ohio) in 1984 
and Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt 
(D) in 1988.

Mr. Schneiders later founded a 
Washington-based consulting 
firm, Prime Group, which assist-
ed in communications strategies 
for nonprofit organizations and 
corporate clients.

On the campaign trail, Mr. 
Schneiders said it was common 
to put on weight from constant 
snacking, evenings at the bar and 
lack of exercise. He marveled at 
how Carter never seemed to add 
an extra pound.

“He used to kid me about the 
fact that I was gaining weight 
and he was not,” Mr. Schneiders 
recalled in an oral history with a 
presidential historian. They only 
time Carter indulged was during 
a dinner with Rosalynn, Mr. Sch-
neiders recalled: “They would 
have a dinner together and have a 
bottle of wine or something.”

Gregory Stephen Schneiders 
was born in Detroit on April 15, 
1947. His father was a psycholo-
gist, and his mother was a home-
maker.

Mr. Schneiders was a few cred-
its short of graduating from 
Georgetown in late 1969 when he 
used a $20,000 loan arranged by 
his mother to help buy Chad-
wick’s bar. (He had worked as the 
bar manager at Chadwick’s, 
which was renamed Whitby’s.) 
During the Carter administra-
tion, Mr. Schneiders finished the 
credits needed and received his 
Georgetown degree.

In addition to his son, survi-
vors include his wife of 48 years, 
the former Marie Hartnett; a son, 
Luke; three sisters; a brother; 
and four grandchildren.

Mr. Schneiders had a lifelong 
fascination with the craft of polit-
ical polling, including how ques-
tions were framed and how re-
sults were interpreted. He be-
lieved his time as a bartender was 
a bonus.

“Owning a bar teaches you 
about business. Tending bar 
teaches you about people — who 
they are, what they believe or 
feel, and why,” he said in a 2020 
interview with an education-fo-
cused news site, the 74. “To be a 
good bartender, you have to be a 
good listener, which involves the 
same skill set as being a good 
opinion researcher.”

D.C. barkeeper nestled into 
Jimmy Carter’s brain trust

GREG SCHNEIDERS, 77

bob DAugherty/AP

Greg Schneiders, right, walks with President Jimmy Carter to a helicopter on the White House lawn in 
1978. Schneiders had sold two failing watering holes by the time he first saw candidate Carter. 

INMEMORIAM

DOWNS
JULIA CLARK DOWNS

In Memorium
May 25, 1978 - October 5, 2021

Beloved daughter, sister, mother, niece,
cousin and friend.

We miss you each and every day.

DEATH NOTICE

HARAB
ELLIOT PETER HARAB

Of Silver Spring, MD passed
away on May 23, 2024. Loving
brother of Charles Harab (Bon-
nie) and uncle of Matthew and
Julie Harab. Graveside services
will be held 11 a.m. Sunday

May 26, 2024 at National Capitol Hebrew
Cemetery, 4708 Fable Street, Capitol
Heights, MD. In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in Peter’s name to the American
Kidney Fund or the American Lung Associ-
ation. Services entrusted to Sagel Bloom-
field Danzansky Goldberg Funeral Care.

www.sagelbloomfield.com

LAUENSTEIN

JOAN ANNE LAUENSTEIN
Joan Anne Lauenstein, 91, passed away
peacefully on Monday, April 22, 2024. Born
March 30, 1933 in Wilmington, DE, she is
survived by her husband, Karl F. Lauen-
stein of Brunswick, ME; daughters Susan E.
Lauenstein of Glen Ellen, CA and Jean-Ma-
rie Lauenstein of Laurel, MD; and daughter-
in-law Karen E. Sanders of Laurel, MD. She
is preceded in death by her sister, Annette
Y. Ruskowski. Joan was well known for her
culinary skills, her curiosity, and adventur-
ous spirit. A Memorial Service will be held
at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, 522 Main
Street, Laurel, MD 20707, on Friday, June 7,
2024, at 11 a.m.

DEATH NOTICE

SEVI
ISRAEL SEVI

On Thursday, May 23, 2024, IS-
RAEL SEVI of Washington, DC.
Devoted father of Iris (Adam)
Bashein. Dear brother of Ni-
sim, Avram (Meredith) and Yosi
Sevi and Klara (Eliezer) Rusho.

Graveside funeral services will be held
on Sunday, May 26, 2024, 1 p.m. at Mt.
Lebanon Cemetery, Adelphi, MD. Memo-
rial contributions may be made to Magen
David Adom - AFMDA, https://afmda.org.
Arrangements entrusted to TORCHINSKY
HEBREW FUNERAL HOME, 202-541-1001.

DEATH NOTICE

ACKER

PATRICIA ANN ACKER (Age 54)
Patricia (Patty) A. Acker, age
54, of Hanover, MD, went
home to our Lord on Tuesday,
May 21, 2024. Patty was the
beloved daughter of Rita and
the late Robert Acker; sister

of Amy Kearse and husband, Brad, and
Mike Acker and wife, Maria; and cousin
of Karen Carbone; aunt of Zack, Jacob,
Jackson, Olivia, Dallan and Kace. Relatives
and friends may call at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church, 12319 New Hampshire
Avenue, Silver Spring, MD on Tuesday, May
28, 2024, from 10 to 11 a.m., with Mass of
Christian Burial at 11 a.m. followed by In-
terment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. For
further information visit Collins Funeral
Home website.

www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.
To be seen in the
Funeral Services
Directory, please call
paid Death Notices
at 202-334-4122.

DEATH NOTICE

WRIGHT

ORA THERESA WRIGHT
Ora Theresa Wright, the youngest child of
Bunyon and Elizabeth Bugg, was born on
December 6, 1945, in Washington, DC. She
passed away on May 3, 2024. Ora grew up

in Washington attending public schools un-
til graduating from Eastern High School in
1963. Shortly after graduation, she began
working for the United States Department
of Labor, where she dedicated over 30 years
of service before retiring in 1997. In her re-
tirement, Ora enjoyed traveling, fulfilling her
lifelong dream of becoming a realtor, and
spending time with her family and friends.
Cherishing her memory, Ora leaves behind
her two children, Tonya and Dwayne; her
four grandchildren, Brandon, Brian, Hayden,
and Avery; two great-grandchildren, Micah
and Nia, as well as numerous other relatives
and friends. She was preceded in death by
her six siblings: three brothers, Mckinly “Big-
gie” Bugg, Jerome, and Zonnie Bugg, and
three sisters, Muriel Hester, Lela Alice How-
ard, and Bertha Brown.
Relatives and friends are invited to pay their
respects at Fort Lincoln Funeral Home, 3401
Bladensburg Rd., Brentwood, MD 20722
(301-864-5090). The viewing is scheduled
for 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 29, 2024,
with the funeral service to follow immedi-
ately at 10:30 a.m.

DEATH NOTICE

ATCHISON

JOHN WILTON ATCHISON JR.
Beloved father and grandfather passed
away May 16, 2024. Born on August 12,
1930, in Washington, DC, the son of John W.
Atchison Sr. and Erma Atchison (nee Yost).
John leaves behind four children and six

grandchildren; Jay (Jackie) their girls Cristen,
Carly and Cassidy, Jan; Alan; his son Sean;
Julie (Craig), their children Tyler and Caitlyn.

John graduated from Central High School in
1950, Columbia Technical Institute in 1956
and was drafted into the United States Army
in 1951 where he served honorably in the
renowned 5th Regimental Combat Team as
a machine gunner in the Korean War.

A talented dancer, John met his beauti-
ful wife Evelyn in Washington, DC at a so-
cial dance, and they married in 1958. John
worked for the Navy Department for over 36
years, retiring in 1986. John was a talented
artist and had a knack for poetry. He also
enjoyed roller skating, golfing, traveling
around the world, taking cruises, and enjoy-
ing many beach vacations with his family.

Family and friends will be received at Fair-
fax Memorial Funeral Home, 9902 Braddock
Road, Fairfax, VA from 12 to 1 p.m. Wednes-
day,May 29. Services will be from 1 to 2 p.m.
in their chapel, followed by interment at 2
p.m. at the Fairfax Memorial Park.

BROWN
FREDERIC J. BROWN III LTG (RET.)

Frederic J. Brown III, Lieutenant General, US
Army (Ret.), known as Rick to his family and
friends, passed away May 15, 2024 in Wash-
ington, DC. Born July 18, 1934 to Frederic J.
Brown Jr. (USMA 1927) and Kathryn Richard-
son Brown at Ft. Sill, OK, he dedicated his life
to Duty, Honor, Country.

After graduating as a distinguished cadet
from the United States Military Academy
West Point 1956, Rick married his beloved
childhood sweetheart Harriette Anne Up-
ham. The Brown “team” was formed. Both
chose service to country as Anne worked
tirelessly to support military families at home
and abroad, receiving the Department of the
Army Distinguished Civilian Service Award,
the highest Army Civilian Award, in 1989.

Rick was commissioned Armor. As the first
Olmsted Scholar, he attended the University
of Geneva in Switzerland. There he earned a
Masters of Arts degree in Political Science,
subsequently adding a Ph.D. His dissertation,
Chemical Warfare: A Study in Restraints, was
published by Princeton Press.

Rick retired from the US Army in 1989 hav-
ing served 32 years in various command
and staff assignments including both Calva-
ry and Infantry units in Germany, Viet Nam
and the United States culminating as Chief
of Armor, Commanding General Ft Knox, KY
and Commander of Fourth Army, Ft Sheridan,
IL. During his career Rick was awarded mul-
tiple US Decorations and Badges including
the Distinguished Service Medal (with Oak
Leaf Cluster), the Silver Star, Le-gion of Merit,
Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star Med-
al with V Device (with 5 Oak Leaf Clusters,)

Meritorious Service Medal (with Oak Leaf
Cluster), Air Medals, Joint Service Commen-
dation Medal, Army Commendation Medal
(with Oak Leaf Cluster) Combat Infantryman
Badge, Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge
and Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge.
In 2010 Rick received the Distinguished Grad-
uate Award from the United States Military
Academy, class of 1956.

A distinguished author, Rick wrote sever-
al books, numerous articles and papers on
the challenges facing the US Army and the
use of advance information technologies in
training and leader preparation. While pas-
sionate about his service to Country and the
US Army, he was equally devoted to his wife
and family and enjoyed hiking, bicycling and
travel.

Rick is preceded in death by his beloved wife
Harriette Upham Brown and survived by his
three daughters and seven grandchildren.

Anne and Rick will be interred at the United
States Military Academy, West Point. The fu-
neral service and interment will be held on
Friday, August 23, 2024 at 10 a.m. in the Old
Cadet Chapel. A reception will follow.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial contributions
may be made to Army Emergency Relief, at
https://www.armyemergencyrelief.org/do-
nate.

CAULEY

RONALD J. CAULEY “Ron”
On May 5, 2024, Ronald J. Cauley (Ron), age
92, reunited with his wife, Peggy, who pre-
deceased him in 2021. Born November 1,
1931, Ron grew up in a small town in up-
state New York with his parents, younger
brother Keith and his twin brother Donald.
Captain of the football team and an honors
graduate, Ron earned a scholarship to Notre
Dame, where he studied mechanical and
nuclear engineering and developed a life-
long love for the Fighting Irish.

Following his college graduation, Ronmoved
to the Washington, DC area. He began his
career working for the Navy, designing sub-
marines as a civilian engineer. In 1954, he
was set up on a blind date with a non-Cath-
olic 4’11” 19-year-old named Peggy. They
married within the year. Tragedy struck
when they tried to build their family and dis-
covered that each carried a cystic fibrosis
gene. They had five children: Kevin, Karen,
Sharon, Tim and Mary. Karen and Mary died
at birth, Kevin died in college, and Tim, who
kept defying his life expectancy, died shortly

after turning 50 years old. In the unimag-
inable and heartrending pain of losing their
progeny, they leaned into their faith, creat-
ing spiritual alchemy through their volunteer
work as grief counselors.

Ron continued his work at the Navy, rising
through the ranks and retiring in the senior
executive service. Throughout his career,
he was careful with his finances but always
generous in his giving, especially to family
members, paying for college tuition for great
grandchildren and dozens of family get-
aways. In addition to their volunteer work as
grief counselors, active participation in the
Church, and raising children, he and Peggy
traveled extensively across six continents.

In their 65th year of marriage, Peggy died;
since then, Ron has lived quietly, increasing-
ly leaning on Sharon while regaling her with
stories about Peggy, “the boss,” and falling
in love with wife all over again. He liked
to read obituaries out loud and comment-
ed on lives lived. We hope this one passes
his critical eye. He continued to enjoy his
white wine and chocolate, watching pick-
leball from the community gazebo, football
games, golf tournaments, and a series of
television shows saved on DVR. He loved his
big family, weekly poker games, and dogs -
probably Teddy the most. He sat outside en-
joying his cigar, keeping a stack of dog treats
for any passing pup, and looked forward to
the Sundays that Teddy would visit.

Along with friends and neighbors from his
community in Falls Run, Ron leaves behind
his beloved daughter, Sharon; and her hus-
band John, his daughter in law Claire; his
grandsons, John III, Kevin and his wife Erica,
Jimmy and his wife Christy, Tim and Demory;
his great-grandchildren; Kyrstin, Lexi, Ashlin,
Justin, JP, Drew, Nico and Matty, and his first
great-great-grandchild, Waylon.

No services planned.

STIDHAM

SIMEON DEAN STIDHAM JR.
April 30, 2024

Sim, as he was known to family and friends,
was born on October 18, 1939, to Simeon
and Eleanor (Joiner) Stidham in Bartow,
Florida. After graduating from Winter Haven
High School he attended Florida State Uni-
versity majoring in Mathematics with a mi-
nor in Meteorology. After college he joined
the Air Force and was initially stationed in
North Dakota and trained as an air traffic
controller. He was honorably discharged
from the Air Force as a First Lieutenant.

While still in the Air Force, he married Mary
Helen Hebb, also from Bartow, Florida, on
July 2, 1964, and they were happily married
for 60 years.

Following his true passion of flying, he
worked for Holiday Aviation in Lynchburg,
Virginia, while Helen completed college.
In 1967 he joined United Airlines, where he

spent 33 years as a pilot, flying many differ-
ent aircraft and traveling all over the world
with work and family. He retired from United
in 1999 with a final flight, which his family
also took, to Paris and back on the 777.

In addition to flying and family, Sim enjoyed
metal detecting for civil war relics, church,
jazz music, tennis, and crossword puzzles.
Sim played many instruments including the
trumpet, trombone, flugabone, and piano.

With his love of jazz music and his incredible
musical ability he founded the St. Thom Cats
jazz band in the late 1970s with members
of the St. Thomas United Methodist Church.
The St. Thom Cats grew into a church and
community icon and continued under his
leadership more than 18 years. They are still
active today and will play at his service.

Sim has always been a loving and generous
man who cared about the well-being of oth-
ers.

Sim is survived by his wife Helen; his daugh-
ters, Ashby (Jim) and Audra (Matt); and three
grandchildren, Sarah, Jodi and David..

A celebration of life will be held on June 15,
2024, at 1 p.m. at St. Thomas United Meth-
odist Church in Manassas, Virginia, recep-
tion to follow immediately thereafter in the
fellowship hall of the church.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests
donations be made to any of the following:

Your local Hospice organization;St. Thom-
as United Methodist Church, 8899 Sudley
Road,Manassas,VA 22110;All AboutWildlife
Rehab and Release, Inc., c/o Karen Pratzner;
9055 Baber Drive, Manassas, VA 20112;
https://allaboutwildliferehabandrelease.org

POST YOUR CONDOLENCES
Now death notices on washingtonpost.com/obituaries allow
you to express your sympathy with greater ease. Visit today.
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Sources: AccuWeather.com; US Army Centralized 
Allergen Extract Lab (pollen data); airnow.gov (air 
quality data); National Weather Service
* AccuWeather's RealFeel Temperature® 
combines over a dozen factors for an accurate 
measure of how the conditions really “feel.”

Key: s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, r-rain, 
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Annapolis 12:25 a.m.  7:24 a.m.  2:12 p.m.  7:13 p.m.

Ocean City  3:39 a.m.  9:31 a.m.  3:24 p.m.  9:55 p.m.

Norfolk  5:34 a.m. 11:32 a.m.  5:21 p.m. 11:49 p.m.

Point Lookout  3:12 a.m. 10:38 a.m.  3:30 p.m.  8:52 p.m.

85° 67° 86° 70° 81° 67° 82° 61° 80° 59° 75° 55°

 Sun 5:48 a.m. 8:23 p.m.
 Moon 11:05 p.m. 6:59 a.m.
 Venus 5:42 a.m. 8:06 p.m.
 Mars 3:42 a.m. 4:29 p.m.
 Jupiter 5:35 a.m. 7:54 p.m.
 Saturn 2:31 a.m. 1:56 p.m.
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Blue Ridge: Today, showers, a heavier thunderstorm this 
afternoon; thunderstorms can bring localized damaging 
wind gusts. High 69 to 78. Winds south–southwest 6–12 
mph. Tonight, mainly clear, but increasing cloudiness in 
southern parts.

Atlantic beaches: Today, fog in the morning, mainly 
cloudy; humid in the south this morning. High 74 to 78. 
Winds east–northeast 6–12 mph. Tonight, low clouds. Low 
60 to 64. Winds south–southeast 4–8 mph. Sunday, sunny; 
however, some clouds in the north.

Pollen: High
Grass High 
Trees Moderate 
Weeds Low 
Mold High 

UV: Very High
8 out of 11+

Air Quality: Moderate
Dominant cause: Ozone
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Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, fog in the morning, mostly 
cloudy, a thunderstorm in the afternoon. Wind south 4–8 knots. 
Waves 0–1 foot. • Lower Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, fog 
in the morning, mostly cloudy. Wind south 4–8 knots. Waves 0–1 
foot on the Lower Potomac; 1–2 feet on the Chesapeake Bay.• River 
Stages: The stage at Little Falls will be around 4.10 feet today, with 
no change of 4.10 Sunday. Flood stage at Little Falls is 10 feet.

Albany, NY 82/60/t 86/64/s
Albuquerque 83/54/s 84/56/s
Anchorage 56/45/c 56/44/c
Atlanta 87/70/t 91/72/pc
Austin 96/74/pc 99/73/s
Baltimore 85/64/t 85/68/t
Billings, MT 69/48/t 64/46/pc
Birmingham 88/72/t 92/75/c
Bismarck, ND 67/43/pc 67/48/sh
Boise 68/42/pc 71/49/pc
Boston 71/59/s 75/56/pc
Buffalo 79/56/t 80/68/pc
Burlington, VT 73/59/c 80/61/s
Charleston, SC 89/70/t 90/74/s
Charleston, WV 86/61/t 88/65/t
Charlotte 87/66/t 91/70/pc
Cheyenne, WY 66/43/t 67/42/pc
Chicago 77/59/s 77/58/t
Cincinnati 78/63/t 83/68/t
Cleveland 80/60/t 86/69/pc
Dallas 93/75/t 98/75/pc
Denver 76/47/t 73/49/pc

Des Moines 79/62/pc 72/56/t
Detroit 82/58/t 79/64/t
El Paso 94/67/s 92/64/s
Fairbanks, AK 59/37/c 62/44/pc
Fargo, ND 71/47/pc 75/52/pc
Hartford, CT 84/60/pc 85/63/pc
Honolulu 83/72/sh 84/72/c
Houston 96/78/pc 93/78/s
Indianapolis 81/60/t 77/64/t
Jackson, MS 90/73/t 91/73/pc
Jacksonville, FL 93/70/pc 94/72/pc
Kansas City, MO 80/65/pc 79/57/t
Las Vegas 90/67/s 93/71/s
Little Rock 88/75/t 92/68/t
Los Angeles 70/56/pc 71/56/pc
Louisville 81/69/t 91/68/t
Memphis 85/75/t 89/72/t
Miami 93/77/t 93/81/t
Milwaukee 72/55/s 71/56/t
Minneapolis 78/58/s 65/54/r
Nashville 87/69/t 92/71/t
New Orleans 92/77/pc 93/78/pc
New York City 80/65/s 81/64/t
Norfolk 78/63/c 81/67/s

Oklahoma City 90/70/t 91/62/c
Omaha 81/59/pc 74/57/t
Orlando 95/73/t 98/74/pc
Philadelphia 88/66/t 85/65/t
Phoenix 91/69/s 94/73/s
Pittsburgh 83/61/t 86/67/pc
Portland, ME 70/54/pc 68/52/pc
Portland, OR 64/51/pc 71/50/pc
Providence, RI 75/55/s 76/58/pc
Raleigh, NC 88/66/t 90/72/pc
Reno, NV 73/48/pc 80/53/pc
Richmond 86/65/c 89/70/pc
Sacramento 72/49/pc 82/52/pc
St. Louis 82/73/pc 86/65/t
St. Thomas, VI 90/80/pc 90/81/pc
Salt Lake City 63/51/t 72/49/pc
San Diego 66/60/sh 67/58/pc
San Francisco 64/51/pc 66/51/pc
San Juan, PR 91/79/sh 93/79/t
Seattle 59/49/pc 59/50/sh
Spokane, WA 62/41/c 62/47/pc
Syracuse 86/60/t 83/64/pc
Tampa 93/76/pc 94/79/pc
Wichita 85/67/t 88/58/c

Addis Ababa 81/56/s 81/55/s
Amsterdam 65/51/sh 70/54/sh
Athens 81/67/c 77/64/sh
Auckland 60/55/pc 62/53/sh
Baghdad 100/76/pc 101/76/pc
Bangkok 92/81/t 93/82/t
Beijing 62/55/c 84/55/pc
Berlin 77/55/pc 76/58/sh
Bogota 69/51/r 68/50/c
Brussels 67/53/c 69/52/sh
Buenos Aires 54/45/pc 53/45/c
Cairo 91/70/s 96/81/c
Caracas 78/67/t 78/67/sh
Copenhagen 69/57/pc 69/56/sh
Dakar 84/74/pc 86/75/c
Dublin 59/50/c 60/49/sh
Edinburgh 63/52/c 58/49/r
Frankfurt 72/51/pc 75/53/pc
Geneva 69/50/pc 73/56/c
Ham., Bermuda 79/71/pc 78/73/s
Helsinki 79/56/c 75/53/c
Ho Chi Minh City 96/80/t 96/81/t
Hong Kong 85/79/t 89/81/t

Islamabad 105/80/s 105/78/s
Istanbul 74/61/s 73/58/s
Jerusalem 75/59/pc 83/64/s
Johannesburg 71/46/s 72/46/s
Kabul 84/55/pc 83/54/s
Kingston, Jam. 91/80/t 91/82/s
Kolkata 97/82/r 84/78/r
Kyiv 77/53/s 78/57/pc
Lagos 88/78/r 90/79/t
Lima 69/60/s 69/62/pc
Lisbon 77/61/pc 74/56/pc
London 69/53/pc 67/49/sh
Madrid 84/56/pc 84/59/pc
Manila 95/81/t 89/80/t
Mexico City 89/62/s 91/62/s
Montreal 71/58/c 78/61/pc
Moscow 75/53/s 76/53/pc
Mumbai 94/85/s 94/86/sh
Nairobi 75/60/t 77/58/t
New Delhi 113/90/pc 115/91/pc
Oslo 79/59/pc 81/58/pc
Ottawa 70/53/c 77/56/pc
Paris 71/56/pc 71/52/sh
Prague 68/52/sh 72/54/sh

Rio de Janeiro 78/68/r 73/70/sh
Riyadh 111/82/pc 111/82/pc
Rome 71/55/sh 77/55/s
San Salvador 88/71/t 87/71/t
Santiago 58/42/c 60/34/s
Sarajevo 74/53/sh 67/51/r
Seoul 78/63/c 79/58/c
Shanghai 81/71/s 95/72/t
Singapore 89/81/t 88/80/t
Stockholm 76/53/s 74/52/s
Sydney 68/52/pc 69/52/s
Taipei City 87/75/c 91/76/t
Tehran 85/64/pc 86/70/s
Tokyo 72/63/pc 74/68/pc
Toronto 72/54/t 73/61/pc
Vienna 73/54/pc 75/56/c
Warsaw 80/58/sh 82/57/pc

Today
T-storm

Sunday
T-storm

Monday
T-storms

Tuesday
Partly sunny

Wednesday
Showers

Thursday
Partly sunny

M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M

Statistics through 5 p.m. Friday

Difference from 30–yr. avg. (National): this month: +2.1° yr. to date: +3.1°

High: Zapata, TX 108°
Low: Daniel, WY 14°

World
High: Jacobabad, Pakistan 122°
Low: Antipayuta, Russia 8°

Weather map features for noon today.

WIND: SSE 4–8 mph

HUMIDITY: High

CHNCE PRECIP: 40%

FEELS*: 92°

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 93°

SSE 6–12 mph

Very High

40%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 83°

S 7–14 mph

Very High

95%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 84°

WNW 7–14 mph

Moderate

20%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 81°

WNW 7–14 mph

Moderate

70%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 76°

NW 8–16 mph

Low

15%

Rain, sun vie for primacy
We’re kicking off the unofficial start 
of summer in proper style. It may 
rain for a sixth straight weekend, but 
we’ll also see a good deal of sun and 
highs shooting for the mid-80s. Any 

showers and storms should hold off until at least 
late afternoon, first developing over the 
mountainous west. Better odds arrive in the 
evening, but a line of storms may be decaying on 
approach.

The Weather
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A surprise guest at dinner for Kenya

A familiar face showed up at the White House for
President Biden’s fete for an African nation’s leader 

BY RACHEL TASHJIAN

on Thursday night, Jill Biden dressed in 
one of her most audacious ensembles to 
date: a true-blue gown by sergio Hudson, 
for the state dinner for Kenya. It 
wasn’t navy blue, or midnight blue, 
or neutral in the way the first lady 
generally prefers. It was a bolder blue, a 
sapphire blue, a pure shot of chromatic 
patriotism.

The glittering bare-shouldered column 
was embellished with sequins, crystals and 
bugle beads, with a slightly awkward wrap 
of sturdy satin around the arms and bodice. 

Hudson, the designer, is a 40-year-old Black 
American whose runway shows are spirited 
celebrations of the female body, and whose 
clothing the first lady has worn before. A 
strand of blue gems hung around her neck. 

With the dress’s swaggering lines 
and intense tone, Biden looked al-
most like she wanted to conjure the 

statue of Liberty.
President Biden, thank goodness, decid-

ed to wear a bow tie with his tuxedo this 
time — he went with a tie for last month’s 
state dinner, for Japan — and the look was 
more traditional and, again, sturdy. stand-

sEE fASHion on c3

fashion

Jill Biden abandons neutrality 
for glamorous democracy

BY CHRIS RICHARDS

When Luke Combs took his fine 
and faithful cover of Tracy Chapman’s 
“Fast Car” all the way to the top of last 
summer’s country charts, he was still 
only number two. That’s because the 
greatest re-creation of “Fast Car” be-
longs to Jim o’Rourke, the avant-
garde musician who performed 
Chapman’s live-or-die ballad onstage 
in Japan circa 2002, expanding it into 
a 33-minute black hole manifesta-
tion. Loosely ambling through the 
song’s original verses before slipping 
into an existential drone of strings 
and electronics, o’Rourke’s live take 
on “Fast Car” evoked either a univer-
sal consciousness or the void — or 
maybe a suggestion that those two 
ideas are one and the same.

Either way, it stands as one of the 
most overwhelming pop remakes 
ever conceived, and for me, hearing it 
continues to trigger two additional 
nostalgia spasms. The first involves 
my original exposure to “Fast Car,” 
replaying it over and over in my 
mom’s speed-limit-abiding oldsmo-
bile when she bought the cassette 
after Chapman won all of her Gram-
mys in 1989 — not unlike how Combs 
has described listening to the song on 
repeat as a child in his dad’s pickup. 
Maybe “Fast Car” is a song about 
breaching the unknowability of your 
parents.

As for the second nostalgia twitch, 
it’s for the music of Gastr del sol, the 
’90s Chicago duo that o’Rourke 
joined with David Grubbs, formerly 
of the terrifically mutated punk 
bands squirrel Bait and Bastro. 
o’Rourke’s version of “Fast Car” — 
artful, alert, epic, metamorphic — 
does plenty of the astonishing things 
that Gastr del sol’s music was doing 
just a few years earlier. on the group’s 
1996 masterstroke, “Upgrade & After-
life,” the pair seemed to be mapping 
the space between John Cage and 
John Fahey, Luc Ferrari and Van Dyke 

sEE muSic RevieW on c2

music review

Gastr del Sol’s 
music  still 
refuses to be 
put in a box 

ElizabEtH FRantz/REutERs

At top, Kenyan President William Ruto and first lady Rachel Ruto join President Biden 
and first lady Jill Biden at the state dinner. Above, the first ladies at the arrival 

ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House.

BY JADA YUAN

caP D’anTIBeS, France — “Are you 
ready for Cher? Are you ready for 
Cher?!” Demi Moore asked the crowd 
at Amfar’s 30th anniversary gala in 
Cannes.

“Hell yeah! of course!” shouted the 
investment bankers in tuxedos (in-
cluding a crystal-encrusted denim 
version) and the women in gowns so 
huge that waiters had to direct traffic 
around them. “It’s f---ing Cher!!!” 
shouted a man in a white dinner 
jacket who probably arrived by yacht.

“I thought you were going to be 
drunk, but you’re clearly not,” Cher 
told the crowd, after warming them 
up with “Walking in Memphis.” she’d 
been good friends with Elizabeth Tay-
lor, who’d co-founded the HIV/AIDs 
research nonprofit. “she was a gift to 
all of us,” Cher explained, and the 
reason she was there performing, be-
cause she would have done anything 
to help support her friend’s cause. she 
then launched into “Waterloo.”

But the 78-year-old singer, who was 
sporting flowing blond tresses and an 
oversize sparkling purple suit, had 
more in store for the crowd — and it 
involved smoke machines. Cher 
turned back time all the way to 
“Moonstruck” and re-emerged, sur-
rounded by shimmying background 
dancers, in long black curls and a 
black sparkly see-through leotard sit-
uation that revealed a tiny thong un-
derneath — and performed hits like 
“If I Could Turn Back Time” and “Be-
lieve.”

“I love a wig change! We just experi-
enced an epic moment together!” Col-
man Domingo told The Post while 
leaving the gala tent.

Few events are as ridiculously opu-
lent, with such clarity of purpose, as 
this one, in which stars such as Moore, 
Kelly Rowland, Michelle Yeoh and 
Heidi Klum mingle with wealthy art 
collectors and Euro elite. While the 
gala takes place during the Cannes 
Film Festival, attendees are more like-
ly to be in town just for this, or this 

sEE cAnneS on c4

Cher, and more 
than a fair 
share of glitz, 
at Cannes gala 

S canning the guest list for Thursday’s state dinner for Kenyan President  
 William Ruto, there seemed to be a notable omission: Where was America’s 
most famous citizen of Kenyan descent, a man who happens to live only two 
miles from the glass-ceilinged pavilion erected on the White House’s South 
Lawn for the sixth state dinner of the Biden administration? ¶ We’re talking, 

of course, about former president Barack Obama, who had met with Ruto earlier 
that day at Blair House, where the pair reportedly discussed climate change and se-
curity challenges in Africa. ¶ “Didn’t mean to mess up your shine there,” Obama 
said, as he seemed to step on Ruto’s shoe while going in for a hug. ¶ Obama might 
have said the same thing in reference to the dinner that night. He managed to avoid 
being listed as an official invitee — actor Sean Penn and philanthropist Melinda 
Gates were on the list — but Obama was there nonetheless: Photographers captured 
his arrival, and he was spotted mingling at the dinner, but President Biden called 
him out in his toast for leaving early. sEE StAte dinneR on c2
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complementary shades of magen-
ta and pink. (And rented china: 
Historic White House china can’t 
be used for outdoor events, Eli-
zondo said.)

Shelves holding more than 
1,000 candles illuminated the 
walls of the pavilion, which of-
fered views of the night sky 
through a glass ceiling. Luckily, 
rain earlier in the day had cleared 
up by the time guests began to 
arrive.

In his toast, ruto praised the 
U.S. hospitality, saying his family 
had been treated with “manifest 
generosity. This is a warm, won-
derful, beautiful place, and we are 
blessed who have been privileged 
to visit.”

Still, there were a few signs 
that there was room for improve-
ment on the hospitality front. As 
arrivals filtered into Booksellers 
Hall in the White House, an an-
nouncer could be overheard, via 
C-SPAN, struggling to pronounce 
the names of African guests.

“Nyong’o? I’ll give it a shot,” the 
announcer said before entrepre-
neur Isis Nyong’o madison 
walked the red carpet. (Actress 
Lupita Nyong’o, her cousin, 
wasn’t on the guest list.) Later in 
the arrivals, another Kenyan 
guest could be overheard com-
plaining that her name was mis-
pronounced. “Do it again!” she 
implored the announcer. He did 
not.

for the evening’s entertain-
ment, the Howard Gospel Choir 
and country singer Brad Paisley 
were tapped to perform before 
and after the dinner, “to honor 
President and first lady ruto’s 
love of gospel and country music,” 
Jill Biden said at a preview to the 
dinner. (As deputy president in 
2019, ruto wore a cowboy hat to a 
concert by Sir Elvis, a popular 
Kenyan country singer.)

“I can’t wait to see what kind of 
audience this is,” said Paisley as 
he arrived at the dinner, wearing 
a big white cowboy hat. “I’m going 
to start with ‘American Saturday 
Night,’ but then all bets are off.”

After a brief introduction by 
Jill Biden, Paisley said he was 
delighted to be there in the “fanci-
est greenhouse,” then launched 
into the aforementioned song, an 
ode to the American mixing bowl.

“Everywhere has something 
they’re known for, although usu-
ally it washes up on our shores,” 
the lyrics go, referencing such 
pleasures as french kisses, Italian 
ice, Canadian bacon and Brazil-
ian leather boots. for Thursday 
night’s performance, Paisley 
changed one lyric that referenced 
the former U.S.S.r. to “a Ukraini-
an flag hanging up behind the 
bar.” Attendees cheered. He 
changed another lyric to refer-
ence the White House instead of 
New York. But in his song about 
all of the various cultures that 
make up America, he cited noth-
ing whatsoever from Africa.

“I thought: Let’s do the songs 
that speak to everybody no mat-
ter where you’re from,” Paisley 
said at the conclusion of the song, 
“And I realized, when it comes to 
Kenya and country music, it’s just 
— every song works.”

“Jill and I are honored to have 
you here,” the president said to 
ruto, as well as “many members of 
the African diaspora. one just left. 
Barack.” The crowd laughed.

Why the exit? maybe he was 
just trying not to mess up any-
one’s shine. But the former presi-
dent’s presence — along with that 
of former president Bill Clinton 
and former secretary of state Hil-
lary Clinton — added presidential 
star power to one of Biden’s 
splashiest events as he enters 
campaign season, and perhaps 
made up for more than a decade 
of inattention to African nations 
while European allies were feted 
with dinners.

obama never hosted an Afri-
can country for a state dinner. 
The last one honored Ghana in 
2008, hosted by President George 
W. Bush. And the last White 
House state dinner for Kenya was 
in 2003, also under Bush, who 
toasted Kenya’s president at the 
time, mwai Kibaki, with a Swahili 
proverb about persistence, while 
the White House served rack of 
lamb on tables with sculptures of 
giraffes made entirely of sugar.

Thursday’s dinner celebrated 
60 years of diplomatic relations 
between Kenya and the United 
States, and there seemed to be an 
effort to make up for lost time. 
After all, Biden had previously 
pledged to visit Africa, and time 
to make good on that promise 
seemed to be running out. Asked 
about those plans during ruto’s 
arrival, the president punted. “I 
plan on going in february, after 
I’m reelected,” he said.

So the Bidens rolled out the red 
carpet for approximately 500 
guests, including business lead-
ers, typical Washington types and 
a few random celebrities, such as 
actor Wilmer Valderrama, “Amer-
ican Pie” singer Don mcLean and 
author Barbara Kingsolver.

White House chef Cristeta 
Comerford prepared a chilled 
green tomato soup with Vidalia 

STATE DInnER from c1 onions and white balsamic vine-
gar for an appetizer, and a take on 
surf and turf for the main course: 
lobster poached in butter, paired 
with smoked short ribs and baby 
kale atop a sweet corn puree. for 
dessert, White House pastry chef 
Susie morrison molded white 
chocolate into the shape of tiny 
baskets, which contained banana 
ganache, nectarine paste, rasp-
berries, peaches and floral ac-
cents.

“This is where we do the step 
and repeat,” said Sen. Cory Book-
er (D-N.J.) to his mother, Carolyn, 
as they arrived at a gantlet of 
journalists. “This is where we 
show them how sexy we are.”

filmmaker michaela Coel, 
wearing a red-and-gold gown she 
said was given to her by a Suda-
nese friend, marveled at the scene 
of her first state dinner: “The 
closest I’ve had to this is ‘Hamil-
ton’ the musical.”

And “Star Trek” actor LeVar 
Burton, also attending his first 
state dinner, said he was “looking 
forward to seeing whose table 
we’re at.”

Asked to describe the political 
climate right now in just one 
word, he grimaced and replied, 
“Just one? Can I swear?” He con-
tinued: “I would say it’s fraught. 
fraught” — and here he paused — 
“with possibility.”

The Kenya-U.S. partnership, 
on the other hand, is ripe with 
possibility, Biden and ruto em-
phasized throughout ruto’s visit.

on Tuesday the rutos visited 
Atlanta, where actor Steve Har-
vey gave them a tour of Tyler 
Perry Studios. (Perry had a sched-
uling conflict. He posted on Insta-
gram that he was “heartbroken” 
to miss the opportunity.) The cou-
ple also attended the opening of 
the first U.S. store for the Vivo 
fashion Group, an East African 
fashion label that originated in 
Kenya.

Then the rutos headed to 
Washington, where the presidents 
met to discuss the “Nairobi-Wash-
ington Vision,” a debt-relief initia-

Bill Clinton also 
attended dinner

Parks. And then they stopped, 
dissolving their partnership in 
1998, with Grubbs embarking on 
a prolific solo career (don’t miss 
his exquisite 1998 album, “The 
Thicket”), and o’rourke doing 
the same (not to mention his 
six-year stint as the fifth member 
of Sonic Youth).

A quarter-century later, here’s 
“We Have Dozens of Titles,” a new 
Gastr del Sol album of unreleased 
studio recordings and live per-
formances from the group’s five-
year run that feels thrillingly true 
to form. “Quietly Approaching” 
has those Cagelike pianos where 

MuSIc REVIEW from c1 the chords just hang in space. “At 
Night and at Night” finds Grubbs 
describing impossible scenes of 
“thunder in the movie theater” in 
his Kentucky ASmr nano-drawl. 
“Dead Cats in a foghorn” has a 
wandering acoustic guitar melo-
dy that brims with secret rigor 
while the music’s margins fill 
with sonar blips and the sound of 
a broom sweeping a floor. Alto-
gether, it feels awesomely evoca-
tive, like something out of a film 
more real than your life.

Here’s what this album doesn’t 
feel like: a closet cleaning, a cash 
scraping, a signal flare that the 
band is getting back together. 
And if you’re hoping that decades 

of distance might give us a better 
contextual handle on a group that 
always seemed to exist outside of 
trends and time, sorry about that, 
too. People defaulted to calling 
Gastr del Sol “post-rock” back in 
the day, and more precise lan-
guage has since failed to emerge. 
And while this band influenced 
many — ryley Walker, Black 
midi, Hiss Golden messenger, 
Joan of Arc, Animal Collective — 
it hasn’t always been easy to hear 
exactly how. Let’s take it all as 
proof of Gastr del Sol’s success 
and significance. music that 
doesn’t necessarily need to be 
understood absolutely deserves 
to be heard.

Unreleased music   from ’90s duo is hard to describe but awesome to hear

JAmES cRumP

dRAg ciTy REcoRdS

LEFT: Jim O’Rourke, left, and 
David Grubbs of the group 
Gastr del Sol in 1998. ABOVE: 
The cover of Gastr del Sol’s “We 
Have Dozens of Titles.”

EvELyn hockSTEin/REuTERS

Charlene ruto, has been criti-
cized for founding the office of 
the first Daughter, leading some 
Kenyans to nickname her “Quick-
mart Ivanka,” referencing a dis-
count Kenyan supermarket. (Her 
office does not use public funds, 
she later clarified.)

The first ladies have more in 
common. Both educators, Jill 
Biden and rachel ruto on Thurs-
day visited a technical school and 
a Johns Hopkins cancer research 
center, where ruto called Biden 
“my sister and friend.” And the 
two made a lovely pair on the 
portico of the White House — 
Biden in a beaded blue Sergio 
Hudson gown with a satin sash-
like sleeve, and ruto in a ruffled 
pewter peplum column gown. Af-
ter the leaders and their spouses 
posed in the portico, three of 
ruto’s daughters — Cullie, June 
and Stephanie, dressed in red, 
black and gold gowns — joined 
their parents for pictures with the 
presidents. Charlene’s absence 
from the trip seemed to disap-
point some of her fellow citizens. 
A Kenyan news outlet reported 
that people on social media were 
asking, “Where is our fashionista 
Charlene?”

There were other fashionistas. 
Vice President Harris and presi-
dential granddaughter Naomi 
Biden Neal both opted for caped 
gowns — forest green for the 
former, emerald green for the 
latter. Caroline Wanga, chief exec-
utive of Essence magazine, wore 
her hair in a stunning red crown, 
accenting her flared gown with a 
traditional print fabric. melissa 
Biden, Hunter’s wife — he skipped 
the red carpet — opted for a cream 
column dress that contrasted her 
chunky black heels.

Bryan rafanelli, the adminis-
tration’s go-to party planner ever 
since Biden Neal’s wedding, 
helped social secretary Carlos Eli-
zondo design the decor: tables 
swathed in purple sequined cloth, 
topped with African orchids and 
some of the first lady’s favorite 
roses, peonies and ranunculi in 

tive for “high-ambition countries” 
in Africa to receive financial sup-
port. During a joint news confer-
ence Thursday afternoon, the two 
presidents touted technological 
developments from “Silicon Sa-
vannah” and took questions from 
Kenyan and American reporters 
about Kenya’s U.S.-backed assis-
tance in Haiti.

ruto has a few surface similari-
ties with Biden’s competitor for 
the presidency. He is a hotelier. 
And his fashionable daughter, 
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cLOcKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: Former president 
Barack Obama, right, and 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken; Vice President Harris 
and second gentleman Doug 
Emhoff; former president Bill 
clinton and former secretary of 
state Hillary clinton.

THEATRE
Thru June 9
Thurs - Sat at 8 pm
Sun at 2 pm

Eva Peron’s afterlife pulses with rhythms 
of samba, bachata, tango, and tarantella 
in this dark political musical comedy that 
will leave you breathless.

GALA Theatre
3333 14th Street NW’
202-234-7174
www.galatheatre.org

In Spanish 
with English 
surtitles

$25-$50
MOMIA EN EL 
CLOSET
Evita’s Return

MUSIC - ORCHESTRAL

June 2, 2024 at 4 PM
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in concert in the 2024-2025 season with 
principal conductor David Chan and so-
prano Ying Fang. The program will feature 
Hindemith’s Symphonic Metamorphosis 
of themes by Carl Maria von Weber and 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 4 in G major.

Montgomery College Cul-
tural Arts Center
7995 Georgia Avenue, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910
https://www.apolloorches-
tra.com/events/june2/

Free parkingFree

Symphonic Meta-
morphosis
Mahler 4 + Hin-
demith
featuring David Chan & 
Ying Fang

22-0776

The Guide to the Lively Arts appears: • Sunday in Arts & Style. deadline: Tues., 12 noon
• Monday in Style. deadline: Friday, 12 noon • Tuesday in Style. deadline: Mon., 12 noon • Wednesday in Style. deadline: Tues., 12 noon
• Thursday in Style. deadline: Wed., 12 noon • Friday in Weekend. deadline: Tues., 12 noon • Saturday in Style. deadline: Friday, 12 noon

For information about advertising, call Jason Samuel at 202-334-4776.
To reach a representative, call: 202-334-7006  |  guidetoarts@washpost.com
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ACRoss
1 Signs of
recognition

5 Goddess
symbolized by
the peacock

9 Folks who
are totes
inseparable

13 Ropeless climbs
15 Horn blast
16 Drift apart
17 Apt name for

an optimist
18 “The Secret

Life of Bees”
novelist

19 Nonsense
21 Times Square

abundance
24 Hides
26 Cards
27 Bug
29 Inner ear?
31 Starchy roots
32 Element in

some textured
paint

33 Ortiz of “Love,
Victor”

34 Perfect spot?
35 Hole number?
36 Ferret kin
38 “The Marvels”

actor Park
__-joon

39 “Allow Me to
Retort” writer
Mystal

40 Alabama’s
state nut

41 Words of
admission

43 Post in a studio
44 Club alternative
45 Inspiring

device
47 “Uh-uh”
48 Jumps aboard
50 Somewhat
52 Pained cry
53 Sought-after

change
58 “To Kill a

Mockingbird”
narrator

59 PEBKAC issue
60 Gas company

known for its
toy trucks

61 Sisters with
similar habits

62 Staff note

DoWn
1 Commanders’
org.

2 Word in
Montana’s
motto

3 From overseas?
4 Go after
5 Cozy top
6 Get by
7 Skin care brand
started in Paris
in 1957

8 Salon
selection

9 Dab dry
10 Style guide?
11 Treat similar

to tostones
12 Forward

thinkers?
14 Film studio

stock
15 Beefiness
20 Ones with very

good manors
21 Front money

22 Unsettling
stillness

23 Food truck
fare

25 More alarming
28 So far
30 Brown hue
32 Food source for

grizzly bears
35 Like some

questions

37 Taylor Swift’s
“I __ You Were
Trouble”

40 Residence
that’s fit for
a queen

42 Desirable trait
43 Olympic units
44 Red state
46 Carpenter

with pipes

49 Positive sign
51 Quarters

near a quad
54 Sparky the

Sun Devil’s
sch.

55 Red state
56 Adèle ou

Céline
57 Cheap tix

option

By Zhouqin BurnikellA tiMes CRossWoRD
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55//2255//2244 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00
4.1 WRC (NBC) + Sports + PaidProg. + The Wall + Weakest Link + Dateline NBC + News
4.2 WRC (IND) Monk Columbo Columbo Las Vegas
5.1 WTTG (Fox) + MLB Baseball Los Angeles Dodgers at Cincinnati Reds (Live) + Fox 5 at 10 + Fox 5
7.1 WJLA (ABC) + Wheel + Jeopardy! + NBA + Basketball Boston Celtics at Indiana Pacers (Live) + News
9.1 WUSA (CBS) + Retirem.. + PaidProg. + The Equalizer + 48 Hours + 48 Hours + 9 News
14.1 WFDC (UNI) + ¿TúCre.. + ¿TúCre.. + Película + El + Noticiero
20.1 WDCA (MNTV) + FamFeud + FamFeud + Fox 5 News + FamFeud + FamFe.. + FamFe.. + FamFe.. + ModFam
22.1 WMPT (PBS) + LuckyC.. + Sara's + Real Crown +Movie: To Be Takei ... + Final Landing + Austin
26.1 WETA (PBS) + Acade.. + Tell Me + Ken Burns: The Civil War + All New Rock
32.1 WHUT (PBS) +Weeke.. + Contrary + America Outdoors + The Shadow Between Us + Awada.. +MyMusic
50.1 WDCW (CW) + Neighbor + Neighbor + I Am Steve McQueen + DC News Now + Seinfeld
66.1 WPXW (ION) + NWSL-.. + NWSL Soccer + NWSL-.. + NWSL Soccer
A&E The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 First48

AMC
(6:00) Movie:
Beetlejuice (1988)

Movie: Uncle Buck ++ (1989) An easygoing
relative takes care of three children.

(:15) Movie: The Great Outdoors
++ (1988)

Animal Planet North Woods Law North Woods Law North Woods Law North Woods Law North-Law
BET (5:00) Movie: Tyler Per... Movie: Acrimony + (2018) Movie

Bravo
Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck Below

Deck
Cartoon Network Burgers Burgers Burgers Burgers American American American American Rick
CNN CNN Newsroom Vegas: The Story Vegas: The Story Vegas: The Story Vegas
Comedy Central Movie Movie: Just Go With It ++ (2011) Movie: We're the Millers (2013)
Discovery Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught! Caught!
Disney Big City Big City Movie: Ice Age +++ (2002) Ladybug Ladybug Ghost Big City
E! (5:30) Movie: Superba... Movie: The Other Guys +++ (2010) Movie: Superbad (20...

ESPN
College Softball NCAA Tournament, Super
Regional: Teams TBA (Live)

College Softball NCAA Tournament, Super
Regional: Teams TBA (Live)

SportCtr
(Live)

ESPN2
College Softball NCAA Tournament, Super
Regional: Teams TBA (Live)

College Softball NCAA Tournament, Super
Regional: Teams TBA (Live)

30 for 30
Shorts

Food Network Guy's Grocery Games Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners
Fox News Weekend (Live) Life, Liberty & Levin One Nation Saturday Night Gutfeld!

Freeform
(:15) Movie: Wreck-It Ralph +++ (2012) An
arcade-game "bad guy" wants to be a hero.

(:20) Movie: Ralph Breaks the Internet +++ (2018)
Ralph and Vanellope find adventure inside the internet.

FX
(5:30) Movie: Raya &
the Last Dragon (2021)

Movie: Moana +++ (2016) A once-mighty demigod and
a teen sail across the ocean.

Movie: Mulan ++
(2020)

Hallmark
(6:00) Movie: A
Picture of Her (2023)

Movie: Big Sky River: The Bridal Path (2023)
(P)

Movie: A Whitewater Romance
(2024)

Hallmark M&M
Garage Sale Mysteries Garage Sale Mysteries Garage

Sale

HBO
(5:40) Movie: A Star Is
Born +++ (2018)

Gaga Chromatica Ball (:55) We're Here Chroma-
tica

HGTV Beach Beach Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl
History Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens (:05) Ancient Aliens (:05) Aliens

Lifetime
(6:00) Movie: Girl Who
Escaped: Kara Robin...

Movie: Cruise Ship Murder (2024) (P) (:05) Movie: The Beach House
Murders (2024)

MASN MMA Fight Sports WCK Fight Sports: In 60 Fight Sports: In 60 SportWrap
Monumental (6:30) WNBA Basketball Mystics WNBA Basketball Mystics
MSNBC The Beat With The Beat With The Beat With The Beat With Ari Melber
MTV Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous Ridiculous
Nat’l Geographic To Catch a Smuggler To Catch a Smuggler Border Border To Catch a Smuggler Catch..
Nickelodeon (6:00) Movie: Boss Ba... (:15) Fairly.. Fairly Odd Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
NWSN NewsNation (Live) NewsNation (Live) NewsNation (Live) Crime Nation

Paramount
(6:20)
Yellowst.

Yellowstone Yellowstone (:35) Yellowstone (:35) Yellowstone

Paramount+Sho
(5:30) Movie: Forrest
Gump ++++ (1994)

Movie: The Last Voyage of the Demeter ++
(2023)

Movie: Talk to Me +++ (2022)

Syfy (5:15) Movie: The
Mummy ++ (1999)

Movie: The Mummy Returns ++ (2001) Imhotep's minions kidnap
the O'Connells' precocious son.

(:55)
Movie: ...

TBS (5:15) Movie: Thor: Ra... All Elite Wrestling: Collision (Live) Movie: Thor: Ragnarok (2017)

TCM
(6:15) Movie: A Farewell
to Arms (1932)

Movie: Attack! +++ (1956) A cowardly
commander places his men in jeopardy.

Movie: Captains of the Clouds
+++ (1942)

TLC Doubling Down OutDaughtered OutDaughtered OutDaughtered 7 Little

TNT
NHL on TNT Face Off
(Live)

NHL Hockey Edmonton Oilers at Dallas Stars (Live) Post-
Game

Travel Unexplained Files Unexplained Files Unexplained Files Unexplained Files Files
TruTV NHL on TNT Face Off NHL Hockey DataCast: Edmonton Oilers at Dallas Stars (Live) Post-Ga..
TV Land Mike (:35) Mike Raymond Raymond (:20) Raymond Raymond Raymond Seinfeld
TV One GoodTimes GoodTimes GoodTimes GoodTimes GoodTimes GoodTim.. GoodTim.. GoodTim.. GoodTim..
USA Network (:15) Movie: Captain America: The First Avenger (2011) Movie: Captain America: Winter Soldier (2014)
VH1 (5:30) Movie: Men in ... Movie: Men in Black II ++ (2002) Movie: Men in Black 3 (2012)
WNC8 WorldNe.. Paid Prog. 20/20 WJLANe.. WJLANews Attkisson

LEGEND: Bold indicates new or live programs + High Definition
Movie Ratings (from TMS) ++++ Excellent +++ Good ++ Fair + Poor No stars: not rated

television

Loneliness for companionship
isn’t just a switch you flip off
when youwant.

But finding companionship
isn’t a switch-flip, either. There’s
just no viable alternative to the
goal ofmaking your own
happiness anyway, since the
other choices are to seek
companionship for the sake of a
warmbody (imaginewaking up
every day to someonewho
annoys you) or to dwell onwhat
you don’t have. All we can do is
make the best of thingswe
control.

DearCarolyn:We just took inmy
husband’smom,who is pretty
much an invalid. She has a
million needs, she is cranky and
she ismakingmy lifemiserable.
She is alsomakingmy 11-year-old
daughtermiserable.my husband
has asked us repeatedly to be
patient, but he is away from the
housemost of the time and has
not handled a single one of her
meals,medicinal regimens,
diaper changes. After onemonth
of this, I ammore than ready to
explore other options, butwhen I
mention it, my husband gets

wildly offended.What do I do?
—Anonymous

anonymous:Agree to drop the
subject of “other options” on one
condition: that your husband use
vacation days to be in charge of
hismom’s care for aweek. Two
weeks, if he has enough days in
the bank. You and he can’t talk
intelligently about this until he
experiences for himself the life he
insists that you live.

Presumably, it gives him great
peace ofmind to knowhis
mother is in your care, but I’m
“wildly offended” that the person
making this decision unilaterally
is the one it affects the least. His
peace ofmind doesn’t trump
fairness to his daughter, to you or
to hismom,whose needs
apparently exceed one person’s
ability tomeet them.

Write to carolyn hax at
tellme@washpost.com. get her column
delivered to your inbox eachmorning
atwapo.st/gethax.

 Join the discussion live at noon
fridays atwashingtonpost.com/live-
chats.

CarolynHax is
away. The
following first
appearedMarch
31, 2010, and has
been lightly edited.

hi,Carolyn: I
keep hearing you

shouldn’t be in a relationship
unless you’re perfectly happy
without one. But if you’re totally
happy being alone, whywould
you everwant to be in a
relationship? I’mnot being
facetious, I really don’t get it.
relationships are hardwork, and
they require a lot of selflessness.

—Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania:on the happy-
alone part: You can be perfectly
happywith your sandwich and
chips, but still feel luckywhen
someone says, “I have an extra
cookie—want it?”

on the hard-work-and-
selflessness part: Getting the
cookie canmove you to say,
“Would you like some chips?”
even though they’re your favorite
chips.

This is profoundly easier to
execute, obviously, when it
involves chips and cookies rather
than hometowns, family, faith,
life visions and goals, careers, sex,
money, ideals, health, dignity, and
everything else that gets thrown
into the hopper of coupled life.

Butwhile the execution gets
complicated, the concept stays
the same:When you’re complete
without someone, you’re in a
better position to seewhether a
partner enhances your happy life
orweighs it down.When you
have a void to fill, it’s hard to be
that selective.

When someone enhances your
life, by definition the sacrifices
youmake are for something you

Why couple up if you’re
already happy alone?

Carolyn
Hax

want evenmore. Andwhen your
favorite chips sound better than
the offered cookie, then your
basic “No, thank you”will do.

The problem iswhen you feel
the ache for something else
despite a dedicated effort to live
your life on your terms.

illusTraTioN by Nick galifiaNakis for The WashiNgToN PosT

ing alongside Kenyan President
William ruto, in a classic tux,
and rachel ruto, in a gorgeous
steel-gray ensemble covered in
ruffles and trimmed with a soft
edge, the Bidens painted a pic-
ture of a first couple that embrac-
es American tradition and im-
agery at a time when symbols of
patriotism — especially the flag
— have been used and abused by
undemocratic forces.

State dinners are often a mo-
ment for “fashion diplomacy,” for
the first lady and others to
highlight the style and flavors of
the guest country. Jill Biden has
sometimes been so understated
that she cedes the stage to her
guest, almost like an act of
black-tie humility.

But with her husband’s reelec-
tion campaign kicking into high-
er gear, the first lady is shifting
tactics. At the state dinner for
Japan, she leaned into sartorial
unity, wearing an ombre oscar
de la renta dress — gentle blues

fashion From C1 at the top, misty neutrals on the
bottom — that seemed to urge a
viewer’s eye toward the splashier
bright blue gown worn by the
Japanese prime minister’s wife,
Yuko Kishida. The effect was
visually gracious.

Kenya presented a special vis-
ual opportunity for the Bidens.
Clothes are clearly more central
to the culture and economy in
Kenya than they are in the
United States. President ruto
has made several efforts to revi-
talize the country’s domestic ap-
parel business, and in April, he
announced an $11 million deal to
boost exports of Kenyan textiles
to the United States. As a part of
their trip abroad, the rutos
stopped on monday at the new
Atlanta location of a Kenyan
fashion boutique, Vivo Fashion
Group. rachel ruto’s style is
notable and vivid: She wears
bright-colored fabrics in well-
considered silhouettes. Dressing
in Kenyan clothes is an expres-
sion of her husband’s agenda.

Their visit also provides the

Bidens with an opportunity to
speak to Black voters, whom
President Biden has traditionally
pursued and whose waning at-
tention he is hoping to recapture
for the election.

Jill Biden veered from her blue
strategy once, when she greeted
ruto and his wife on the tarmac
as they arrived Wednesday in
Washington. The first lady wore
a satin yellow dress by the
French brand rochas, with a pair
of Dior slingbacks. Biden wears
color frequently, but it’s usually
blue or pink. Wednesday’s more

unusual hue, a deep and rich
saffron, stood out, suggesting she
shares rachel ruto’s ease with
bright fabrics. rather than clash-
ing, it gelled with ruto’s green-
and-red printed dress, which had
a bow at the neckline. (The first
lady’s Dior heels were a miss
—$1,050 heels with a logo and a
brand name just look silly. Blame
it on too much “quiet luxury”
talk.)

Who knows whether their
teams are trading texts about
color palettes, but ruto’s style is
well-documented, and Jill Biden
could make an educated guess at
what would look good next to
her.

otherwise, she has been re-
markably onmessage: blue, blue,
blue. She wore blue at the
Wednesday press preview for the
state dinner. on Thursday morn-
ing, as the Bidens welcomed the
rutos in an official ceremony,
she wore a little periwinkle skirt
suit with a shrunken portrait
collar. That look is always going
to recall Jacqueline Kennedy and

her American prototype of glam-
orous democracy. Next to ruto,
who wore a wonderful black
ruffled dress decorated with teal
and pink flowers, Jill Biden
looked like a postcard of a classic
American welcome.

other attendees at the state
dinner dressed in Kenyan regalia
— a celebratory and frankly opti-
mistic vision in a dour political
climate. The actress michaela
Coel looked radiant in a red and
gold dress that she said belonged
to a Sudanese friend. Caroline
Wanga, the chief executive of
Essence Ventures, wore a printed
ensemble with a fitted bodice,
her hair braided into a red
threaded crown studded with
cowrie shells. marc morial, the
former mayor of New orleans,
wore a tie printed with the
Kenyan flag. And Enoh T. Ebong,
the director of the U.S. Trade and
Development Agency, said her
dress, scattered with beautiful
circular forms, was by a Nigerian
designer.

others seemed to embrace the

opportunity to jazz up their usu-
ally staid formalwear: rep. Bar-
bara Lee (D-Calif.) in a green and
brown geometric print ensemble
and a large scrolling necklace,
and Hillary Clinton in a gold and
black printed caftan. (Perhaps
she’s reinterpreting the coastal
grandmother for Westchester.)
The evening’s entertainer, coun-
try singer Brad Paisley, wore a
big white cowboy hat that com-
peted in width and volume with
the enormous white bow on the
shoulder of his wife’s dress
(1980s maximalism and cowboy
hats — thank you, Beyoncé, for
showing us countrymusic can do
both!). LeVar Burton and Al
Sharpton looked so sharp that
you should take a picture of them
to your tailor the next time you
need a suit fitted.

But for Jill Biden, this was not
a night for looking frivolous.
Blue is the color of stability,
sturdiness and, of course, the
Democratic Party. She was wear-
ing her own polling projection
for November.

The first lady’s bold, blue state dinner gown was pure sartorial patriotism

The gown by Sergio
Hudson had a gem-like
hue, with a wrap effect

that recalled the
Statue of Liberty.
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plus the monaco Grand Prix. Ask 
anyone which movies they’ve seen 
and liked, and the answer is likely 
to be “None.”

There was so much diamond 
jewelry in the room that almost 
every starlet there, including ma-
ria Bakalova — who plays Ivana 
Trump in the Cannes film “The 
Apprentice,” about Donald 
Trump’s years as a young real es-
tate mogul — were accompanied 
by bodyguards the whole time.

“It’s surreal. It’s not Hollywood, 
right? It’s something else,” said 
Domingo. “You’ve got models, in-
fluencers and rich-ass people. You 
almost feel like you need to be a 
little smoked up [to experience 
this].”

By the time the night was over, 
a four-panel painting by Kenny 
Scharf had sold for 900,000 eu-
ros, and the total coffer of funds 
that would be going toward 
AIDS research easily numbered 

CAnneS FRom C1 several million.
At one point, Paris Jackson and 

model Winnie Harlow helped 
auction off a walk-on role in the 
yet-to-be-announced Season 5 of 
“Emily in Paris,” which they said 
would start shooting in April 
2025. The lot had been arranged 
by series creator Darren Star and 
someone paid 250,000 euros for 
the opportunity, plus a chance to 
attend the premiere of Season 4 in 
Los Angeles. The only catch is that 
Netflix hasn’t greenlit Season 5, 
Variety reports.

The night also featured a fairy-
tale-themed fashion show curat-
ed by French fashion editor Car-
ine Roitfeld, with looks from 
brands such as Prada and Schia-
parelli, paired with angel wings 
and devil horns that veered fash-
ionably close to expensive Hal-
loween rentals. (An investment 
banker/art patron bought the 
whole collection for 500,000 eu-
ros.) And Cher was preceded on-
stage by Nick and Joe Jonas.

“I think it’s not just the party of 
the year, but probably the best 
party we’ve ever been to,” said 
first-time attendee magic John-
son, who went public with his own 
HIV diagnosis in 1991 — a move 
that was a huge part of lifting the 
stigma around the disease.

“Thirty-two years ago, you’re 
going to be scared,” he said. “Now 
we have one drug versus a [multi-
drug] cocktail. It was basically a 
death sentence. You couldn’t even 
have events like this, because ev-
eryone was scared. No one was 
educated enough.”

But maybe, Domingo posited, 
the goal of a giant fundraising 
gala like this is to get to the point 
where you stop having galas.

“It’s been 30 years, and that’s 30 
years too much,” he said. “You 
almost hope it doesn’t happen 
next year. It’s wonderful all the 
money [Amfar] has raised for re-
search]. But what if it ends to-
night? Wouldn’t that be incredi-
ble? I think that would be the win.”

This gala makes Hollywood look drab

vIAnney Le CAer/InvIsIon/AP

Cher was one of the featured performers for Amfar’s Cannes-adjacent  gala, a glitzy fundraiser for the 
nonptofit HIV/AIDS research organization.

DISTRICT
AMC Georgetown 14

   3111 K Street N.W.    
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
OC: 3:00
If (PG) 10:45AM
The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:00-
7:30-10:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:30-1:50-5:15-8:40
Civil War (R)  CC: 10:40-4:40-
7:20-10:40
Challengers (R)  CC: 12:30-5:20-
7:00-8:20-10:00
If (PG)  CC: 11:20-2:00-4:40-
7:20-10:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 11:30-1:15-
7:10-10:30
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:00-12:10-2:45-4:20-9:40
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 5:30-7:50-10:10
The Ministry of Ungentlemanly 
Warfare (R)  CC: 1:30
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 11:30-2:10-
4:45-7:15-9:45
Babes (R)  CC: 11:45-2:30-5:10-
7:45-10:20
Back to Black (R)  CC: 11:10AM
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13)  CC: 
10:30-8:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:40-
4:10-7:40-11:00
Blue Angels (G)  CC: 2:50
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
1:40-7:00
The Fall Guy (PG-13)  OC: 4:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 11:40-6:30-9:50-10:20
Challengers (R)  OC: 3:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  OC: 4:30
Back to Black (R)  OC: 4:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
OC: 2:20

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
DC Bryant Street

630 Rhode Island Ave NE
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:30-3:15-7:00-10:45
Challengers (R) 11:45-3:15-
6:45-10:00
If (PG) 10:30-4:45-7:45-10:45
The Garfield Movie (PG) 11:45-
2:45-6:30-9:45
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 12:00-3:45-6:15-
10:15
Babes (R) 10:30-1:15-4:15-
7:15-10:30
Back to Black (R) 11:30-10:00
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 
12:30-7:30-9:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
4:00-6:00-8:00
If (PG) 1:15
Back to Black (R) 2:45
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 3:30

Angelika  
Pop-Up at Union Market
   550 Penn Street NE - Unit E    

Challengers (R) 12:30-3:30-
6:40-9:25
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:00-1:00-3:20-4:10-6:30-
7:30-9:30

Avalon Theatre
   5612 Connecticut Avenue    

Farewell, Mr. Haffmann  (Adieu 
Monsieur Haffmann) 1:45-7:15
The Old Oak 11:15-4:30
Back to Black (R) 11:30-2:15-
5:00-7:45

Landmark  
Atlantic Plumbing Cinema

   807 V Street Northwest    
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:40-4:30-
7:30-10:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R) 1:00-2:00-4:00-5:00-7:00-
8:00-9:30
Challengers (R) 1:20-4:20-
7:10-9:50
If (PG) 4:10-6:30-10:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 12:50-3:45-
6:45-9:40
If (PG) 1:50

Landmark E Street Cinema
   555 11th Street Northwest    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:00-1:00-3:15-4:15-6:00-7:00-
8:00-9:00-10:10
Challengers (R) 1:45-5:45-
7:45-10:30
Evil Does Not Exist 12:45-
3:25-9:15
Babes (R) 12:25-1:30-5:30-
7:15-10:00
Back to Black (R) 12:30-4:10-
7:30-10:25
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 
1:15-3:45-7:20-9:45
Babes (R) 4:00

Regal Gallery Place
   701 Seventh Street Northwest    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 9:50-1:35-
3:40-7:20-10:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
3:30-7:00-10:30
Civil War (R) 11:30AM
Challengers (R) 1:40-4:50-
7:40-10:50
If (PG) 10:50-12:50-4:40-6:40-
10:20
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:40-
11:40-2:20-4:10-5:10-6:50-7:50-
9:40-10:40
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:30-11:20-1:50-
5:30-6:20-8:50-9:50
Sight (PG-13) 10:10AM
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:10-5:20-8:10-11:10
Back to Black (R) 4:30
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
10:00-12:40

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:20-11:00-12:30-1:00-1:30-
2:00-2:30-4:00-5:00-6:00-6:30-
7:30-8:30-9:30-10:00-11:00
The Garfield Movie (PG) 1:10
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 2:50
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
2:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R) 8:00

MARYLAND
AFI Silver Theatre  

Cultural Center
   8633 Colesville Road    

Hit Man (R)  OC: 11:30AM
The Third Man (2016) (NR) 
2:15-7:00
Point Break (1991) (R) 9:15
Vengeance Is Mine (1984) 
11:45AM
Evil Does Not Exist 12:55-
5:15-9:35
Hit Man (R) 1:50-4:15-6:40-9:00
Wildcat 3:05-7:25
Curse of the Demon (1957) 
(NR) 11:00AM
Cinema Paradiso (Nuovo Cine-
ma Paradiso) (1988) (R) 4:30

AMC Academy 8
   6198 Greenbelt Road    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:30-11:40-1:20-3:00-4:20-
6:00-7:15-9:15-10:30
Challengers (R)  CC: 10:10-
4:10-10:00
If (PG)  CC: 10:20-1:30-4:10-
7:10-9:50
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
10:50-1:50-4:40-7:40-10:10
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-1:00-
4:00-6:40-9:40
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13)  CC: 1:10-7:20
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 6:30-9:00
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 11:10-2:10-4:30-7:00-9:30
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
10:00-12:45-3:30

AMC Annapolis Mall 11
1020 Annapolis Mall Road

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:00-
4:00-7:00-10:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 12:30-4:00-7:20-10:40
Challengers (R)  CC: 11:10-10:10
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
10:30-2:15-3:50-4:40-7:30-9:05
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-12:50-
4:10-7:30-10:00
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 11:20-1:50-
4:20-6:50-9:20
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 1:20-3:40-6:00-8:30-10:50
Back to Black (R)  CC: 10:00-
11:25
Babes (R)  CC: 12:00-2:35-5:10-
7:45-10:45
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13)  CC: 
10:15-11:30
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
1:15-6:30
If (PG)  CC: 10:10-12:40-2:00-
3:30-6:20-9:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:20-11:30-2:50-4:50-6:10-
8:10-9:30

AMC Center Park 8
   4001 Powder Mill Rd.    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:45-
4:45-7:15-10:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 1:00-2:30-7:00-8:45-10:30
If (PG)  CC: 12:30-3:00-5:30-
8:00-10:30
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
12:00-4:30-6:00-10:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:15-
6:30-9:45
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-2:30-
5:00-7:30-10:00
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 2:15-4:45-7:45-10:15
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
1:30-7:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R) 4:00

AMC Columbia 14
   10300 Little Patuxent Parkway    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:05-
4:05-7:05-10:05
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 11:00-2:30-6:00-9:20
Challengers (R)  CC: 12:15-3:15-
4:15-7:15-10:15
If (PG)  CC: 11:10-12:35-1:50-
3:10-4:30-7:10-9:30
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:00-12:35-4:10-6:00-9:10
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 
11:25-1:50
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:15-
6:35-8:35-9:55
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13)  CC: 2:10
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 11:15-1:45-
4:15-6:45-9:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 12:20-5:00-7:30-10:00
Babes (R)  CC: 11:00-4:25-
7:05-9:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:00-
3:30-7:00-10:20
Back to Black (R)  CC: 3:20-
6:20-9:50
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13)  CC: 
6:20-9:00
Blue Angels (G)  CC: 11:45AM
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
1:35-6:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 5:00-8:20
If (PG) 10:50AM
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
OC: 2:40
Babes (R)  OC: 1:40

AMC DINE-IN Rio Cinemas 18
   9811 Washingtonian Center    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 10:45-
1:45-4:45-7:45-10:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 11:30-3:00-6:30-10:00
Civil War (R)  CC: 7:30-10:20
Challengers (R)  CC: 11:30-2:45-
6:00-9:15
If (PG)  CC: 10:30-11:30-1:15-
4:00-5:00-6:45-7:45-9:30
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
12:00-2:45-5:30
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 
12:00-2:30-5:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 11:45-3:15-
4:30-6:45-7:45-10:15-11:00; 8:30
Godzilla x Kong: The New Em-
pire (PG-13)  CC: 12:30-3:30
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 3:45-6:20-
8:45
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 11:15-4:30-
7:00-9:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 10:15-12:45-3:15-5:45-
8:15-10:45
Babes (R)  CC: 10:45-1:30-4:15-
7:00-9:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:30-
4:00-7:30-11:00
Back to Black (R)  CC: 10:30-
1:30-4:30-7:30-10:30
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13)  CC: 
2:15-10:30
Blue Angels (G)  CC: 10:45-1:15
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
1:00-3:45-6:30
Love Me If You Dare 6:30-10:00
Three Old Boys 10:30-1:30
Raju Yadav 10:00-10:15
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:00-1:45-4:30-7:15-9:15
Sight (PG-13)  OC: 2:00

AMC Magic Johnson  
Capital Center 12
   800 Shoppers Way    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 12:45-
3:45-6:45-9:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 6:10-9:30
Challengers (R)  CC: 7:10-10:15
If (PG)  CC: 1:00-2:15-3:40-4:50-
7:25-10:00
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
12:00-3:50-6:30-10:20
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 
12:05-8:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 1:45-2:30-
5:10-5:45-9:00
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13)  CC: 6:15-9:00
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 1:15-4:30-
7:00-9:30
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 2:00-9:10
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 12:05-2:30-5:00-7:30-10:00
Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire 
(PG-13)  CC: 1:25-4:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:25-
3:45-7:10-10:30
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
2:35-7:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
OC: 2:45
The Garfield Movie (PG)  OC: 
5:10

AMC Montgomery 16
7101 Democracy Boulevard

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-
1:00-4:00-7:00-10:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:15-12:00-7:00-10:30
Challengers (R)  CC: 6:30-9:45
If (PG)  CC: 10:30-12:45-3:30-
6:15-9:00
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
10:00-1:45-4:45-7:30-10:15
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 
11:00-1:30-4:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 10:30-1:45-
3:45-7:15-10:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 1:15-5:00-7:30-10:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
OC: 3:30

AMC St. Charles Town Ctr 9
   11115 Mall Circle    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:15-
4:15-7:15-10:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 12:15-2:00-3:30-5:15-6:45-
8:30-10:00
If (PG)  CC: 12:45-3:00-3:30-
6:15-9:00
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
4:00-9:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:15-
6:30-8:15-9:45
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13)  CC: 5:30
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 12:15-2:45-
5:20-7:45-10:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 12:00-2:30-5:00-7:30-10:00
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
12:15-1:15-6:45

Cinemark Egyptian 24 and XD
7000 Arundel Mills Circle

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:25-
1:35-4:40-7:45-10:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:05-10:20-10:45-11:35-12:45-
1:30-2:10-3:00-4:10-5:35-6:25-
7:35-9:00-9:50-11:00
The Garfield Movie (PG)  XD: 
10:55-1:40-4:25-7:10-9:55
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 12:15-12:35-
12:55-3:35-3:55-4:15-6:55-7:15-
7:35-10:15-10:35-10:55
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 10:35-1:30-
4:25-7:20-10:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
10:00-12:30-3:00-4:55-5:30-
7:25-8:00-10:00-10:45

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
4:55-8:20
Challengers (R) 10:10-1:20-
4:30-7:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
11:30-2:15
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG) 10:00AM
Sight (PG-13) 11:00-1:50-4:40-
7:30-10:20
Tarot (PG-13) 10:05-1:45-4:15-
6:45-9:15
Babes (R) 11:15-1:55-4:35-
7:15-9:55
Back to Black (R) 10:00-4:20-
10:40
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 
10:50
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
10:15-4:00-9:10
Love Me If You Dare 12:30-3:40-
6:50-10:00
Turbo 1:00-7:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
XD: 12:10-3:35-7:00-10:25
If (PG) 10:05-10:20-10:50-11:10-
1:05-1:35-1:55-3:50-4:20-4:40-
6:35-7:05-7:25-9:20-9:45-10:05
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:00-
10:30-12:55-1:15-3:40-6:25-
6:45-9:30

Cinépolis Gaithersburg
629 Center Point Way

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:00-
1:15-4:30-8:00-11:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:30-11:30-2:15-3:15-6:00-
7:00-9:45-10:45
If (PG) 10:45-1:45-4:30-7:30-
10:30
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:00-
11:00-1:00-2:00-4:00-5:00-
7:00-8:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:45-3:30-7:15-
10:45
Sight (PG-13) 12:00-3:00-6:00-
10:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:15-2:00-4:45-7:45-10:30
Back to Black (R) 9:00
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
11:00

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway

If (PG) 5:15-7:45
Evil Does Not Exist 5:00-8:00

Landmark  
Bethesda Row Cinema

   7235 Woodmont Avenue    
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:45-4:25-
7:20-10:05
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
1:00-4:00-5:00-7:00-8:00-10:00
Challengers (R) 1:15-4:15-
7:10-9:55
If (PG) 12:30-3:30-6:30-9:00
The Garfield Movie (PG) 1:30-
2:30-4:30-7:15-9:35
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 12:45-3:50-
6:50-9:45
Back to Black (R) 1:10-3:45-
6:40-9:30

Landmark at  
Annapolis Harbour Center

2474 Solomons Island Road Unit H-1
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:15-4:00-
6:45-9:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
1:30-2:30-4:40-6:10-7:40-9:20
Civil War (R) 4:30
If (PG) 1:10-2:10-3:40-6:05-
7:05-9:35
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
1:00-2:00-3:20-4:20-5:35-6:35-
7:50-8:50
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 1:05-4:05-7:15-
9:05
Back to Black (R) 1:25-4:15-
7:10-9:40

Phoenix Theatres Marlow 6
   3899 Branch Avenue    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:00-2:30-6:00-9:30-10:00
If (PG) 11:30-2:00-4:30-7:00-
9:45
The Garfield Movie (PG) 11:00-
12:30-1:30-3:30-4:00-6:30-9:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 12:05-3:30-
6:45-9:55
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 6:35
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
12:00-2:30-5:00-7:30-10:05

Regal Cinemas Majestic  
Stadium 20 & IMAX

   900 Ellsworth Drive    
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 12:30-
3:35-6:50-10:00
Civil War (R) 9:40
Challengers (R) 11:00-2:10-
5:20-8:40
If (PG) 11:15-12:25-2:00-3:25-
4:55-6:20-7:50-9:15-10:45
The Garfield Movie (PG) 9:55-
10:25-11:30-12:20-12:50-1:20-
3:15-4:15-6:10-7:10-9:05
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:20-1:40-3:40-
5:10-7:45-8:45
Sight (PG-13) 12:55-3:45-6:40
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 10:00AM
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
12:00-2:30-5:00-7:40-10:20
Babes (R) 11:05-1:50-4:35-
7:20-10:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R) 11:40-
3:20-7:00-10:40
Back to Black (R) 5:15-8:20
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
10:05
Blue Angels (G) 12:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:40-11:10-12:40-1:10-2:15-
2:50-3:50-4:20-4:50-6:00-6:30-
7:30-8:00-8:30-9:35-10:10-11:00
Love Me If You Dare 10:10-1:45-
5:30-9:10

The Garfield Movie (PG) 2:20
Regal Germantown

   20000 Century Boulevard    
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:20-3:45-
6:50-10:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:40-11:40-12:20-1:10-2:00-
3:20-4:40-5:30-7:00-8:20-9:10-
10:30
If (PG) 12:30-3:10-6:20-9:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:30-
11:00-11:30-12:10-12:50-1:40-
2:10-2:50-4:20-6:00-6:40-7:20-
9:30-10:00-10:40
Sight (PG-13) 2:30-5:10-7:50-
10:35
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
12:00-2:40-5:20-8:10-10:50
Back to Black (R) 5:40-9:00
Blue Angels (G) 10:35-11:50
Love Me If You Dare 2:20-
5:50-9:20
Turbo 5:00-8:50
The Garfield Movie (PG) 3:40
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:20-3:00-
6:30-9:50

Regal Hyattsville Royale
   6505 America Blvd.    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 11:50-
3:00-6:10-9:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:30-11:30-12:30-1:30-2:30-
3:30-4:30-5:30-6:30-7:00-7:30-
8:30-10:00-10:30-11:00
Challengers (R) 2:00-5:20-8:50
If (PG) 11:20-2:10-5:00-8:00-
10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:40-
12:40-1:40-4:40-7:40-10:20
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG) 11:10AM
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:50-2:20-
6:00-9:50
Sight (PG-13) 11:00-1:50-4:50-
7:50-10:50
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:45-2:50-5:50-9:00
Back to Black (R) 11:15-3:10-
6:20-9:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R) 9:30
The Garfield Movie (PG) 11:40-
2:40-5:40-8:40; 3:40

Regal Laurel Towne Centre
14716 Baltimore Avenue    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:00-4:00-
7:20-10:35
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:20-11:00-12:00-1:50-2:40-
3:30-5:20-6:10-7:00-8:50-9:40-
10:30
If (PG) 10:05-12:50-3:40-4:40-
6:40-9:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:00-12:15-3:50-
7:10-10:40
Challengers (R) 10:20
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 1:25-4:30-
7:50-10:45
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:10-10:45-11:15-12:30-1:30-
2:00-3:10-4:10-6:00-6:50-7:40-
8:40-9:50
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:40-2:20-5:00-7:30-10:10
Back to Black (R) 10:30-1:40-
4:50-8:00-11:00

Regal Rockville Center
   199 East Montgomery Avenue    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 11:25-
2:30-5:30-8:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:45-12:40-1:30-3:10-4:10-
5:40-6:40-7:40-9:10-10:10
Civil War (R) 4:50-10:35
If (PG) 11:10-12:50-1:50-3:40-
4:30-7:20-10:15
Challengers (R) 7:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:50-3:30-7:00-
10:25
The Garfield Movie (PG) 1:20-
4:00-6:50-9:40
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:00-2:40-5:20-8:00-10:30
Sight (PG-13) 11:30-2:20
Back to Black (R) 6:20-9:20
Three Old Boys 5:00-7:50-10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 11:20-
12:20-2:10-3:00-5:50-8:30
If (PG) 12:00

Regal Waugh Chapel & IMAX
1419 South Main Chapel Way

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 11:40-
3:00-6:30-9:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:10-10:50-1:00-2:30-4:20-
6:00-8:00-9:30
Challengers (R) 9:40
If (PG) 11:00-12:30-1:50-3:10-
4:30-7:15-10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:00-
11:30-1:10-2:10-3:30-4:50-6:10-
7:30-8:50-10:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:10-12:50-4:10-
5:50-7:45-9:10-11:00
Sight (PG-13) 10:30-3:50-6:50
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
10:15-2:50-5:30-8:20-10:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R) 11:50-
3:20-7:00-10:30
Back to Black (R) 10:00
Blue Angels (G) 10:05-1:30-
4:00-6:40
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
12:40
If (PG) 10:20AM

Regal Westview & IMAX
   5243 Buckeystown Pike    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:00-11:10-1:10-2:40-4:35-
5:05-6:10-8:10-8:40-9:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 4:45
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:50-3:15-6:45-
10:05

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 12:10-
3:20-6:55-10:00
If (PG) 10:05-11:20-12:45-2:05-
3:30-4:50-6:20-7:35-10:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
3:40-7:10-10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:35-
11:30-1:15-2:10-4:00-6:50-
7:20-9:55
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
12:00-2:50-5:15-7:50-10:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 1:05-4:30-8:00
Sight (PG-13) 10:15-1:00-3:50-
7:00-9:50
Unsung Hero (PG) 10:30-1:30-
4:20
Back to Black (R) 7:30-10:25
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R) 11:40-
3:10-6:40-10:10
Blue Angels (G) 9:00
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
10:10-12:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:30-4:10-7:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:25-1:40
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 9:25

Xscape Theatres  
Brandywine 14

   7710 Matapeake Business Drive
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:55-
1:45-4:35-7:35-10:25
If (PG) 11:00-11:40-1:30-2:10-
4:05-6:30-9:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:30-3:40-7:10-10:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:20-12:00-
2:30-3:20-4:40-5:50-6:40-7:50-
9:20-10:00
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 11:25-2:05-
4:45-7:25-10:10
Tarot (PG-13) 10:05
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:50-11:30-12:10-1:10-2:00-
2:40-3:30-4:30-5:10-6:00-7:00-
7:40-9:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:45-2:15-4:25-6:35-8:55
Abigail (R) 8:25
Sight (PG-13) 11:10-1:40-4:10-
6:50-9:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:10-11:50-2:20-3:00-5:40-
6:20-9:00-9:40

iPic Pike & Rose
   11830 Grand Park Avenue    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 12:45-
3:15-6:45-10:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
(!) 11:30-2:30-3:30-6:30-7:15-
10:30-11:00
If (PG) (!) 11:15-2:15-6:15-9:30
The Garfield Movie (PG) (!) 
11:00-12:00-3:00-6:00-9:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:45-2:45-7:00-
10:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) (!) 
12:15-4:00-6:45-10:45

VIRGINIA
AMC Courthouse Plaza 8

2150 Clarendon Blvd.
The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:40-
4:40-7:40-10:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 12:20-3:40-7:00-10:20
Challengers (R)  CC: 12:10-3:10-
6:30-9:30
If (PG)  CC: 11:30-2:10-4:50-
7:30-10:10
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
3:50-6:10-8:50
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 12:30-3:50-
7:10-10:25
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 1:00-3:30-6:00-8:20-10:40
Babes (R)  CC: 12:00-2:40-5:20-
8:00-10:35
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  
CC: 1:10

AMC Hoffman Center 22
   206 Swamp Fox Rd.    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:20-11:15-2:30-5:55-8:05-
9:10-11:20; 1:35
If (PG)  CC: 12:25-1:15-3:00-
4:00-5:30-6:45-8:00-9:30-10:30
The Garfield Movie (PG) 1:30
Babes (R)  OC: 2:00
The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:15-
3:45-7:30-10:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 12:40-4:00-7:20-10:40
Dune: Part Two (PG-13)  CC: 
10:55-1:35-4:50-7:30-10:45
Civil War (R)  CC: 11:45-2:20-
4:55-7:30-10:05
Challengers (R)  CC: 11:20-2:20-
5:20-8:20-11:20
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 
11:10-2:30-5:10-8:25
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:00-4:15-7:00-9:45
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-11:40-
12:30-2:50-4:15-6:00-6:45-
9:25-10:25
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13)  CC: 1:00-6:00-
11:00
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 10:40-3:40-
8:40
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-12:30-
3:00-5:30-8:00-10:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 11:40-2:00-4:30-7:00-9:20
Babes (R)  CC: 11:30-4:30-
7:00-9:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:00-
3:15-6:35-9:55
Back to Black (R)  CC: 11:45-
2:35-5:25-8:15-11:10
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13)  CC: 
10:00-3:45-6:10-11:20
Abigail (R)  CC: 11:05

Monkey Man (R)  CC: 8:35
Blue Angels (G)  CC: 10:10-5:45
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
10:00-12:45-3:30-6:15-9:00
Three Old Boys 12:30-5:50-
11:10
Ai Ni Xin Dong Wei Zhi 10:00-
3:20-8:40
If (PG) 10:30AM

AMC Potomac Mills 18
   2700 Potomac Mills Circle    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
6:45; 2:40
If (PG) 12:15; 5:30
The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 11:15-
2:15-5:15-8:15-11:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:15-1:30-4:45-8:00-11:30
Civil War (R)  CC: 12:20
Challengers (R)  CC: 8:00-11:00
If (PG)  CC: 11:30-2:10-2:50-
4:50-7:30-8:10-10:15-10:50
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 3:10
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
10:00-11:00-12:40-3:30-4:20-
6:10-8:45-9:40-10:10
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-11:15-
1:15-2:30-6:00-7:50-9:15-11:10
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13)  CC: 11:10-2:00-
4:50-7:40-10:30
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 10:50-1:20-
3:45-6:10-8:30-11:00
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 10:10-12:45-
3:30-6:15-8:45-11:15
Unsung Hero (PG)  CC: 6:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 10:10-12:30-3:00-5:20-
7:45-11:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:30-
4:00-7:30-11:00
Back to Black (R)  CC: 10:45-
1:50-4:50-7:45-10:40
Blue Angels (G)  CC: 12:30-5:40
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
1:40-7:00
Turbo 9:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R)  CC: 11:15-11:45-3:15-6:00-
9:30-10:15
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 4:30

AMC Shirlington 7
   2772 South Randolph St.    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 1:10-
4:05-7:00-9:55
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 11:50-3:10-6:30-9:50
Challengers (R)  CC: 11:55-
4:50-9:15
If (PG)  CC: 1:20-4:00-6:40-10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:45-2:20-7:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 12:20-3:45-
7:00-10:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 11:40-2:50-5:10-7:40-10:10
Back to Black (R)  CC: 2:00-7:50
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
4:55-10:05

AMC Tysons Corner 16
   7850e Tysons Corner Center    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
1:25; 10:00AM
If (PG) 10:55AM
Sight (PG-13) 11:00AM
The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 10:15-
1:20-4:25-7:30-10:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 11:15-2:45-6:10-9:35
Dune: Part Two (PG-13)  CC: 
10:40-2:25-6:15
Civil War (R)  CC: 6:00-8:45
Challengers (R)  CC: 4:05-10:05
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:10-1:55-4:35-7:15-9:55
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG)  CC: 
11:05-1:30-2:50-5:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 11:45-3:05-
4:00-6:25-7:35-9:45-10:55
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 1:35-4:15-
6:50-9:30
Tarot (PG-13)  CC: 10:00
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 11:55-5:05-7:40-10:15
Evil Does Not Exist 10:05-7:20
Babes (R)  CC: 11:20-5:00-7:50-
10:30
Back to Black (R)  CC: 7:45-
10:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R)  CC: 12:10-
3:35-7:00-10:35
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13)  CC: 
8:15-10:50
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
12:20-3:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 4:55-8:20
If (PG)  CC: 12:15-1:40-2:55-
4:20-5:35-7:05-9:40
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
OC: 2:35
Babes (R)  OC: 2:00

AMC Worldgate 9
   13025 Worldgate Drive    

The Fall Guy (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-
12:45-3:30-6:15-9:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
CC: 10:30-1:30-4:15-5:15-7:15-
8:30-10:00
Challengers (R)  CC: 10:00-
4:15-10:30
If (PG)  CC: 10:15-1:00-3:45-
6:30-9:15
The Garfield Movie (PG)  CC: 
11:00-12:15-2:45-7:30-10:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13)  CC: 10:45-12:45-
4:30-6:30-10:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R)  
CC: 10:15-2:00-4:00-7:45-9:45
Sight (PG-13)  CC: 11:45-2:15-
4:45-7:15-9:45
Back to Black (R)  CC: 1:15-
7:25
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG)  CC: 
1:45-4:45

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
One Loudoun

20575 East Hampton Plaza
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:15-
12:10-3:30-7:15-10:25
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:30-6:15-10:00
If (PG) 12:00-3:00-6:00-9:00
The Garfield Movie (PG) 3:15
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:20-2:55-6:30-
10:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:45-1:40-4:25-6:45-9:25
Back to Black (R) 8:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R) 12:25-1:30-4:05-5:05-
7:40-8:15
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:30-11:15-2:05-5:20-7:00-
9:55

Angelika Film Center Mosaic
   2911 District Ave    

Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban (PG) 11:00AM
If (PG) 10:10-1:55-4:15-6:45-
9:15
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:25-
1:35-4:25-7:10-10:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:45-12:35-3:45-7:00-10:10
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:30-11:30-1:00-3:30-6:00-
8:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:25-1:15-4:30-
7:35-9:55
Back to Black (R) 1:55-4:40-
7:25-10:05
Babes (R) 10:35-2:15-4:45-
7:15-9:45
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 
1:10-3:25-5:40-8:00-10:30

CMX Village 14
1600 Village Market Boulevard

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 12:45-
4:20-7:35-10:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:20-12:20-1:20-2:40-3:40-
4:40-6:00-7:00-8:00-9:20-10:15
Civil War (R) 11:10-1:50-4:30-
7:45-10:20
If (PG) 11:35-1:00-2:10-3:30-
4:50-6:10-7:20-8:45-9:50
The Garfield Movie (PG) 11:00-
12:00-1:30-2:30-4:00-5:00-6:30-
7:30-9:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:50-3:10-5:20-
7:10-8:30-10:25
Sight (PG-13) 1:10-3:55-6:45-
9:25
Unsung Hero (PG) 11:30-2:20
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
12:35-3:00-5:30-7:50-10:10
Back to Black (R) 11:05-2:00-
5:10-8:15-10:05

Cinema Arts Theatre
   9650 Unit 14 Main St.    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 9:40-
12:05-2:35-5:05-7:40-10:05
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:00-1:00-4:00-7:10-10:00
The Old Oak 9:50-4:55
Wicked Little Letters (R) 9:45-
12:10-2:25-7:15-9:15
Evil Does Not Exist 9:55-2:30-
4:35-7:00
Babes (R) 10:05-12:25-2:45-
4:55-7:20-9:30
Back to Black (R) 12:00-5:00-
7:30-9:55
I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 
12:20-2:20-9:15

Cinemark Centreville
   6201 Multiplex Drive    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 8:50-3:20-
7:20-11:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:00-3:25-6:50-10:15
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 8:40AM
Challengers (R) 1:45
If (PG) 9:00-11:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 2:20
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
7:40-10:10
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
5:00
Love Me If You Dare 7:50-
10:55
Turbo 9:15
If (PG) 8:30-9:55-11:10-1:50-
2:35-4:30-4:50-6:30-7:10-9:50
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
8:45-10:45-11:00-11:55-12:35-
1:40-2:50-4:20-5:30-7:00-8:10-
9:40-10:50
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
8:35-12:50-5:15
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:15-11:25-
1:25-3:15-5:05-6:40-8:30-
10:05-10:30
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
9:50AM
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
9:25-10:05-12:30-1:30-3:55-
4:55-7:30-8:20

Cinemark  
Fairfax Corner and XD

   11900 Palace Way    
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:05-
1:20-7:30-10:35
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
9:20-10:15-12:55-1:40-5:05-
7:45-8:30
Challengers (R) 10:20
If (PG) 9:20-10:25-12:00-1:10-
3:50-5:20-6:30-8:00-9:10-
10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 9:50-
10:30-1:15-3:10-6:45-9:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 9:40-12:10-1:05-
4:30-6:55-7:55
Sight (PG-13) 10:40-1:30-7:10-
10:00
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
9:25-9:45-12:15-5:15-7:45-
10:15
Back to Black (R) 8:30

I Saw the TV Glow (PG-13) 
9:35AM
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
12:30-5:50
Love Me If You Dare 12:15-3:40-
7:05-10:30
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 4:25
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga 
(R) 4:20
If (PG) 2:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 3:55
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 3:35
Sight (PG-13) 4:20
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
2:45
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R)  
XD: 12:10-3:35-7:00-10:25
The Garfield Movie (PG)  XD: 
9:30-10:10-12:50-3:30-6:10-
8:50

Regal Ballston Quarter
671 North Glebe Road

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 11:50-
3:40-7:30-10:35
Challengers (R) 11:10-2:50-
6:30-10:00
If (PG) 11:20-1:00-2:40-3:50-
6:40-9:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:30-3:30-7:10-
10:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:40-1:10-2:20-3:20-4:30-5:30-
7:00-8:30-9:20-10:30
Civil War (R) 9:50
Back to Black (R) 11:15-6:20
The Garfield Movie (PG) 12:20-
6:10-9:10
Sight (PG-13) 11:45-3:00-
6:50-9:40
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
2:30-5:00-7:40-10:20
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
11:00-1:20-4:10-7:20-10:10; 
3:10

Regal Dulles Town Center
21100 Dulles Town Circle

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:30-
1:30-4:40-7:40-11:00
If (PG) 10:00-11:20-12:40-2:10-
3:30-4:50-7:30-10:30
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 10:40-12:30-3:50-
7:10-10:50
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
10:10-1:50-4:10-6:40-9:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:20-11:40-2:00-3:10-4:20-
5:30-6:20-7:00-8:00-9:00-9:50-
10:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:50-12:10-1:40-3:00-4:30-
7:20-10:10
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 5:20-8:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:50

Regal Fairfax Towne Center
4110 West Ox Road

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 11:30-
3:00-6:30-9:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:40-1:00-2:10-3:30-6:00-7:00-
9:30-10:30
Challengers (R) 9:10
If (PG) 11:20-1:50-4:40-7:30-
10:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:50-2:50-
6:40-9:20
Sight (PG-13) 12:10-3:10-6:20
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
11:10-1:40-4:30-7:20-9:50
Back to Black (R) 8:50
The Roundup: Punishment 
10:50-4:10-6:50-10:10
The Garfield Movie (PG) 11:00-
12:20-1:30-4:20-6:10-7:10-
10:00; 3:20

Regal Fox & IMAX
   22875 Brambleton Plaza    

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:30-2:00-5:30-9:00
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:20-12:20-2:50-
3:50-6:20-7:20-9:40
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 10:10AM
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
3:30-7:00-10:30
If (PG) 10:20-11:50-1:10-2:40-
4:20-5:40-7:10
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:40-
11:40-1:20-2:20-4:00-5:00-6:40-
7:40-8:40-9:20
Sight (PG-13) 10:05-12:50-3:45-
6:30-9:15
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
10:35-1:15-3:40-6:10-10:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: The 
IMAX Experience (R) 11:00-
2:30-6:00-9:30
Back to Black (R) 3:10-10:40
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
10:00-12:40
Bhaiyya Ji 5:35-9:10
Guruvayoor Ambalanadayil 
10:45-2:10
Love Me If You Dare 10:50-2:25-
6:05-9:35
Challengers (R) 11:45-6:15
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 12:10-
3:20-6:50-9:50
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
1:00-4:30-8:00-8:30-10:00
If (PG) 9:25

Regal Kingstowne & RPX
   5910 Kingstowne Towne Center    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 11:50-
3:10-6:40-10:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:40-3:20-7:00-10:40
Challengers (R) 4:10-10:50
If (PG) 11:00-12:20-1:40-3:00-
4:20-5:50-7:10-8:30-9:50
The Garfield Movie (PG) 10:30-
11:30-12:30-1:10-2:30-4:30-
5:30-6:20-7:20-9:10-9:40
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:20-2:50-
6:10-9:30

Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 10:45-7:50
Sight (PG-13) 10:20-1:00-4:00-
6:50-10:10
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
10:10-1:30-5:00-7:40-10:20
Back to Black (R) 10:50-1:50
Blue Angels (G) 11:10AM
The Garfield Movie 3D (PG) 
8:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:00-12:10-12:40-1:20-2:40-
3:50-4:40-5:20-6:30-7:30-8:00-
8:40-10:00
The Garfield Movie (PG) 3:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:40-2:00-6:00-9:20

Regal Manassas & IMAX
   11380 Bulloch Drive    

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:10-
4:30-7:40
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:30-1:30-2:10-2:50-4:50-
5:30-6:10-8:10-8:50
If (PG) 11:55-2:40-5:20-8:00
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
11:40-1:00-3:40-6:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 12:30-4:00-7:20
Sight (PG-13) 11:50-2:30-
5:10-7:50
Godzilla x Kong: The New 
Empire (PG-13) 8:30
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
12:40-3:00-5:40-8:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga: 
The IMAX Experience (R) 
12:50-4:10-7:30
Love Me If You Dare 12:20-
3:50-7:10
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:10-3:30-6:50
The Garfield Movie (PG) 2:20-
5:00; 9:00
Regal Springfield Town Center

   6859 Springfield Mall    
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 12:20-
3:50-7:40-10:50
Civil War (R) 11:10
Challengers (R) 10:20
If (PG) 10:50-11:50-1:40-2:40-
4:30-5:30-7:20-8:20-10:10
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:30-12:30-
3:00-4:00-6:30-7:30-11:00
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
2:50-5:20-7:50-10:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:10-12:40-4:20-8:00-11:20
Back to Black (R) 11:05
The Garfield Movie (PG) 9:50-
10:20-11:20-12:00-1:10-2:10-
3:10-4:10-5:10-6:10-7:10-8:10-
9:00-10:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:40-11:40-2:20-3:20-6:00-
7:00-9:40-10:40

Regal Virginia Gateway & RPX
8001 Gateway Promenade Place

The Fall Guy (PG-13) 9:50-
1:00-4:10-7:40-11:00
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:40-11:20-12:40-1:30-2:10-
3:00-4:30-5:40-6:40-8:10-9:10-
10:10
Challengers (R) 6:00-9:20
If (PG) 11:10-12:10-1:10-2:20-
3:10-4:00-5:00-6:50-7:50-9:40-
10:50
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:00-11:00-12:50-1:50-3:40-
4:40-5:10-6:30-7:30-9:30-
10:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:40-3:40-7:00-
10:30
Sight (PG-13) 10:50-1:40-4:20-
7:20-10:00
Unsung Hero (PG) 10:10AM
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
9:55-12:20-2:50-5:30-8:20-
10:45
Back to Black (R) 8:00-10:55
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
11:50-3:30-7:10-10:40
If (PG) 10:20AM

Reston, VA -  
LOOK Dine-in Cinema

11940 Market Street
The Fall Guy (PG-13) 1:05-
4:00-7:15
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
10:45-1:30-4:45-8:00
Civil War (R) 6:45-9:20
Challengers (R) 6:30
If (PG) 11:00-3:15-6:15-9:00
The Garfield Movie (PG) 
10:30-12:00-1:00-2:30-3:30-
5:00-6:00-7:30-8:45
Kung Fu Panda 4 (PG) 2:00-
4:20
Kingdom of the Planet of the 
Apes (PG-13) 11:30-1:15-4:30-
7:45-10:00
The Strangers: Chapter 1 (R) 
10:10
Sight (PG-13) 11:45-2:45-
6:10-8:45
Back to Black (R) 3:40-9:30
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
12:30-3:45-7:00-10:15
If (PG) 12:45

Smithsonian -  
Airbus IMAX Theater

14390 Air and Space Museum Parkway
Journey to Space (NR) 10:20-
1:50
Aircraft Carrier: Guardian of 
the Seas 12:25
To Fly! (1976) (NR) 11:45-3:15
Deep Sky: The IMAX Experi-
ence 10:55-2:25
The Dream is Alive 1:00

University Mall Theatres
   10659-A Braddock Road

If (PG) 12:30-2:40-5:00-7:30-
9:40
The Garfield Movie (PG) 12:20-
2:30-4:45-7:15-9:20
Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (R) 
1:00-4:00-7:00-9:45

MOVIE DIRECTORY (!) No Pass/No Discount Ticket
Saturday, May 25, 2024

www.washingtonpost.com/movies
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BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIM RICKARD

CURTIS RAY BILLINGSLEY

SHERMAN’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY

RED AND ROVER BRIAN BASSET

FRANK AND ERNEST TOM THAVES

RHYMES WITH ORANGE HILARY PRICE

LIO MARK TATULLI

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE CHRIS BROWNE

BLONDIE DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL

MIKE DU JOUR MIKE LESTER

AGNES TONY COCHRAN

WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER

MARK TRAIL JULES RIVERA

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM MIKE PETERS

BALDO HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

SALLY FORTH FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & JIM KEEFE

CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ

CLASSIC DOONESBURY GARRY TRUDEAU PICKLES BRIAN CRANE

SUDOKU

NORTH
♠  A K 10 8
♥  J 9 8 6 2
♦  8
♣  A J 10

WEST
♠  7 6 4 3
♥  7 4
♦  7 2
♣  7 6 4 3 2

EAST
♠  Q 2
♥  5 3
♦  A Q J 10 9 4
♣  K 8 5

SOUTH (D)
♠  J 9 5
♥  A K Q 10
♦  K 6 5 3
♣  Q 9

The bidding:

“Simple Saturday” 
columns focus on 

basic technique and logical 
thinking.

If you held today’s 
miserabIe West hand (a 
“Yarborough,” with no hon-
ors), could you maintain a 
“bridge face” and not betray 
disgust or boredom?

North-South got to six 
hearts after East had over-
called in diamonds. West led 
a diamond, and East took the 
ace and returned the queen. 
Declarer played low, ruffed 
in dummy, drew trumps and 
saw that he could win 12 
tricks by winning a finesse in 
either black suit.

South figured that East 
had the king of clubs for 
his two-level overcall, but 
West might have the queen 
of spades. And since West 
didn’t seem to have lost 
interest in the proceedings, 
South let the jack of spades 
ride. Down one.

South relied on his “table 
presence” — nothing wrong 
with that — but he missed 
the best technical play: He 
cashes the A-K of spades. If 
the queen didn’t fall, South 
would return a trump to his 
hand and finesse in clubs. 
He gets two chances instead 
of one.
DAILY QUESTION 

You hold: 
♠ A K 10 8 ♥ J 9 8 6 2
♦ 8 ♣ A J 10
You open one heart, your 

partner responds one spade, 
you raise to two spades and 
he next bids three diamonds. 
What do you say?

ANSWER: Partner’s three 
diamonds is a try for game 
(at least). He asks you to bid 
game with any maximum 
raise or with a decent raise 
that has help for diamonds. 
Your hand was almost worth 
a jump to three spades at 
your second turn, hence you 
must jump to four spades 
now.

BOTH SIDES VULNERABLE

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1 NT Pass 2 ♣ 2 ♦

2 ♥ Pass 6 ♥ All Pass
Opening lead — ♦ 7

BRIDGE

©2024, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
— Frank Stewart
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PREVIOUS SCRABBLEGRAMS SOLUTION

PREVIOUS SUDOKU SOLUTION DENNIS THE MENACE H. KETCHAM FAMILY CIRCUS BIL KEANE REPLY ALL LITE DONNA A. LEWISSPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE STEPHAN PASTIS

DUSTIN STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

BEETLE BAILEY GREG, BRIAN & NEAL WALKER

BIG NATE LINCOLN PEIRCE

FLASH GORDON DAN SCHKADE

LOOSE PARTS DAVE BLAZEK

BABY BLUES RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT

BARNEY AND CLYDE WEINGARTENS & CLARK

PRICKLY CITY SCOTT STANTIS

CANDORVILLE DARRIN BELL

JUDGE PARKER FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & MIKE MANLEY

ON THE FASTRACK BILL HOLBROOK

ZITS JERRY SCOTT & JIM BORGMAN

GARFIELD JIM DAVIS

NON SEQUITUR WILEY

MUTTS PATRICK McDONNELL

HEART OF THE CITY STEENZ

FRAZZ JEF MALLETT

More online: washingtonpost.com/comics. Feedback: 1301 K St. NW, Washington, D.C., 20071; comics@washpost.com; 202-334-4775. 

You are intelligent and 
compassionate. You 
are also multitalented. 
However, you guard 

your privacy and your personal 
feelings. This year is more 
laid-back, a gentler pace. 
Take time to rejuvenate and 
replenish your energy. Focus 
on relationships and people 
who have your back. Why 
settle for less? 
 
Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or 
making important decisions 
from 10:15 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. 
today. After that, the Moon 
moves from Sagittarius into 
Capricorn.

ARIES  
(MARCH 21-APRIL 19). 
You might feel obsessed about 
shopping for something today. 
“I have to have it!” If this is 
the case, please be aware of 
the restrictions of the Moon 
Alert. By the same token, you 
might feel equally determined 
about a moneymaking idea or 
working in your job.

TAURUS  
(APRIL 20-MAY 20). 
Today you have passionate 
feelings about many things! 
You will feel passionate about 
your relationships. You will 
also feel intensely passionate 
about many other issues as 
well. Be aware of this in case 
you go off the deep end. 

GEMINI  
(MAY 21-JUNE 20). 
Secrets are a strong theme for 
your day for some reason. You 
might be keeping a secret from 
someone. Or possibly, you 
think that someone is keeping 
a secret from you. Obviously, 
secret love affairs will be par 
for the course. 

CANCER  
(JUNE 21-JULY 22). 
Your interactions with a friend 
or a member of a group will 
not be casual today. In fact, 
they might be quite intense. 
You might have strong feelings 
about what this person says or 
does, or you might have strong 
feelings about this person. 

LEO  
(JULY 23-AUG. 22). 
You might develop a strong 
crush on a boss or someone 
in authority today. You almost 
have that feeling that it was 
meant to be -- “written in the 
stars!” Don’t get too carried 
away. Many people have 
intense, even obsessive 
feelings today because Venus 
is lined up with Pluto. 

VIRGO  
(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22). 
Tread carefully if you’re 
involved in discussions about 
politics, religion, racial issues 
or ideologies, because people 
are entrenched in their point 
of view today. This means they 
can’t listen to the other side. 

LIBRA  
(SEPT. 23-OCT. 22). 
If you have to decide how to 
divide something, share an 
inheritance or deal with loans 
and mortgages, you will have 
strong feelings today. You have 
a definite point of view.  

SCORPIO  
(OCT. 23-NOV. 21). 
All your dealings with those 
who are closest to you will be 
intense today, because to you, 
everything matters. Issues are 
black-and-white. But the truth 
is, most issues are actually a 
graduated scale of gray. 

SAGITTARIUS  
(NOV. 22-DEC. 21). 
This is an interesting day! You 
might feel very strong about 
something that is work-related. 
Possibly, a work-related 
romance has you emotionally 
in its thrall. Or you have strong 
feelings about a precious pet. 

CAPRICORN  
(DEC. 22-JAN. 19). 
Romantic passion will be 
strong today. No question. 
However, this same passion 
might be expressed through 
the arts, the entertainment 
world or exciting sports events 
and enjoying playful times with 
children.

AQUARIUS  
(JAN. 20-FEB. 18). 
You might entertain at home 
today or do something to 
beautify your home or buy 
something attractive for where 
you live. If so, you have very 
strong feelings about what you 
want to achieve. 

PISCES  
(FEB. 19-MARCH 20). 
A new relationship might 
begin with someone today 
that is intense. You might feel 
attracted to this person as if it 
were destined. No matter what 
you’re doing today, you might 
also feel obsessed about 
achieving your goals. 

BIRTHDAY | MAY 25

— Georgia Nicols
© 2024, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

HOROSCOPE



NBA PlAYoFFs

luka Doncic’s three-
pointer in the waning
moments lifts Dallas to a
2-0 lead over minnesota. D3

ColleGes

before the maryland men
could reach the lacrosse
Final Four, they had some
things to overcome. D3

KLMNO

SPORTS
saturday, may 25, 2024 sU D

BY CHELSEA JANES

PITTSBURGH —By the unlikely standards he has set
for himself during his first year of professional
baseball, Thursday afternoon was a quiet one for
Pittsburgh Pirates right-hander Paul skenes. In his
third major league outing, the most polished and
promising pitching prospect in recent memory
threw six innings of one-run ball against the san
Francisco Giants. He struck out only three batters in
the process. He hit 100 mph with his fastball only
four times.

The joke, of course, is that any starting pitcher
allowing one run in six innings in his third major
league outing would be happy with those results.
But skenes, his manager and his teammates later

acknowledged that those six innings against an
experienced lineup were nowhere near his best.

“Breaking ball command [was not there],” skenes
said. “I made do with it, but it was mostly relying on
the fastball today, more than slider, change-up like
we had the last couple weeks. But you have to
compete with what you have.”

so this, it seems, is skenes on a bad day, on a day
when all he had was a fastball and his unique
“splinker” splitter-sinker. This is skenes on a day he
has to “grind,” as Manager Derek shelton put it,
referring to the fact that seven people reached base
against him and one of them even scored.

“It’s the big leagues,” shelton said, using a phrase
managers often use when rookie pitchers encounter

sEE skENEs oN D5

and the league announced
Wednesday that Pittsburgh was
chosen to host the event in 2026.

It’s not clear when the league
will award the 2027 draft. Team
owners meet on a quarterly basis,
but the selection process could
last until next May, if the NFL
follows the timetable by which it
just awarded the 2026 draft.

The details of Washington’s ef-
fort are not known, including
whether the city would stage the
event on the NationalMall, which
is administered by the National
Park service.

AdelegationfromtheNFLvisit-
ed D.C. last fall to assess the area’s
potential for hosting a future
draft,multiplepeoplewithknowl-
edge of the visit said.

The Commanders and theNFL,
as well as Events DC, the official
convention and sports authority
for the District, declined to com-
ment on Washington’s effort to
host a draft. The National Park
service and the office of D.C.May-
or Muriel E. Bowser (D) did not

sEE DRAft oN D3

BY NICKI JHABVALA
AND MARK MASKE

D.C. representatives andWash-
ington Commanders officials are
vying for the District to host a
future NFL draft and are optimis-
tic that the nation’s capital will be
chosen to stage the event as soon
as 2027, according to four people
familiarwith the deliberations.

But while several of those con-
nected to the D.C. effort are confi-
dent that Washington will be se-
lectedas the site of anNFLdraft in
the coming years, others within
the leaguecautionedthat thecom-
petition is intense, as many cities
with NFL franchises aspire to be
picked to host the popular and
increasingly lucrative event.

The Commanders were among
12 teams with representatives in
Detroit at this year’s draft to con-
duct site surveys, according to a
personwithknowledgeof themat-
ter.

The 2027 draft is the next one
available. Green Bay, Wis., is
scheduled to host the 2025 draft,

D.C. is in themix to host
NFL draft as soon as ’27

BOSTON — When
they’re at their
best, the Indiana
Pacers are a hoops
confectionary.
They’re a tasty
alternative in a
professional game
that offers too

much staleness in iso ball, which
often relies on the brightest star
with the biggest contract taking
the shots. Though the Pacers
now have their own resident all-
NBA player in Tyrese Haliburton,
do not confuse them for a solo
operation. Instead, they’re a
balm for basketball.

When they’re on, they’re a
delight to behold. The ball zips
around, finding shooters and
drivers, whoever’s open, no
matter the size of his contract.
They pile up the assists because
sharing means winning, and
they’ve won so much while
playing their relentless, chaotic
pace that they’ve made it this
deep into the calendar for the
first time in a decade. As fun and
egalitarian as they make
basketball look by trusting the
pass and believing in one
another, they largely spent the
regular season as a poor man’s
Golden state Warriors. Nobody
— not even the most die-hard
Pacers fan — could have
predicted this teamwould evolve
into an Eastern Conference
finalist.

But two games into their big
sEE BuckNER oN D3

Without joy
or their star,
the Pacers
appear lost

Candace
Buckner

BY SPENCER NUSBAUM

Before Friday’s game at Nation-
als Park, Washington Manager
Dave Martinez offered a few sim-
ple fixes for his slumping team:
Keep it loose — and stop chasing
breaking balls and start sitting on
fastballs.

For a team that had lost nine of
its past 11 games, executing any-
thing of late has been a challenge.
But the Nationals were able to
follow these tips and, with a big
boost from starter MacKenzie
Gore, beat the seattle Mariners,
6-1.

“Like I said earlier, we’ve got to
get the ball in the zone and take
goodaggressive swings,”Martinez
said. “For the most part, they did
that all night.”

The degree of difficulty to what
seemed like simple baseball guid-
ance? High. Yet the win couldn’t
have come at a better time — to
start an arduous nine-day stretch
that includes the first-place Mari-
ners, the ever-dangerous Atlanta
Braves and the first-place Cleve-
land Guardians. And they earned
it after trailing just two pitches
into the game following J.P. Craw-
ford’s leadoff home run.

The Nationals kept it loose and
got amaster class fromGore, who
went seven innings, yielding just
one run on four hits and a walk to
gowith eight strikeouts.

What did loose look like? It
looked like CJ Abrams stepping to
the plate to start the bottomof the
fourth after Mariners starter
George Kirby had thrown just 24
pitches over the previous three
innings. It looked like Abrams
waiting on a heater that pitchers
don’t seem to throw him much
anymore. When he got one, he
placed it to the opposite field for a
single. Thus emerged a hip-gyrat-
ingcelebrationand,perhapsmore
important, a big smile. Relaxed,
indeed.

sEE NAtIoNAls oN D5

Nationals
stay loose
and snap
out of funk

nationalS 6,
maRineRS 1

Mariners at Nationals
4 p.m., masN2

opinion, to be honest,” interim
coach Adrián González said. “We
competed very good today.”

Bethune scored the spirit’s
opening goal and contributed an
assist, continuing a stellar start
that earned her an invitation to
next week’s U.s. national team
camp as a training player.

In the 1-0 loss in the opener
against seattle, Bethune had just
one shot and zero shot-creating
actions while still gaining a feel
for the professional game. In the
10 matches since, Bethune has
tallied four goals and a league-
high eight assists. Her pass in the
45th minute to set up the spirit’s
third goal extended her NWsL
rookie assists record, which she
set last week.

“sometimes goals aren’t al-
ways beautiful and pretty, they’re
nitty and gritty.Whenwe realized
the cues topress,weweregoing to
press,” Bethune said. “When we

sEE sPIRIt oN D5

BY ELLA BROCKWAY

Nine weeks ago, the Washing-
ton spirit opened its season
against the seattle Reign with a
result to forget. Playing without
star Trinity Rodman, the new-
lookspirit conceded an early pen-
alty and never found its footing.

When the spirit hosted the
Reign in the rematch Friday
night, the fortunes were flipped.
A strong first half, powered by
rookie midfielder Croix Bethune,
helpedWashington earna3-2win
before 11,551 at Audi Field.

The spirit (8-3-0) won for the
fourth time in five games and
moved into second place in the
NWsL. seattle (2-8-1) scored its
goals in the waning minutes of
stoppage time in each half.

“It seems like the game was
maybenotasgood [fromthescore
line], but for me, I don’t have that

Spirit shows how much
it’s grown since opener

SpiRit 3,
Reign 2

spirit at Utah Royals
June 8, 7:30 p.m., ion

A throwback ace
The No. 1 pick less than a year ago, Pirates’ Skenes is already a must-see

maTT FreeD/assOCiaTeD press

“I trust myself over pretty much anyone, any lineup,” said Paul skenes, who has a 2.25 ERA over the first three starts of his career.

Game 3: Celtics at Pacers
8:30 p.m., abC

amber searls/Usa TODaY spOrTs

Hal Hershfelt puts her arm around midfielder Andi sullivan after
sullivan’s penalty kick in the first half gaveWashington a 2-0 lead.

CELTICS
TONIGHT8:30TONIGHT8:30PMETPMET
PACERSVS
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THE DAY IN SPORTS
golf

After 70-minute wait, 
Riley caps pristine day 

Davis Riley had to wait out a 
70-minute weather delay before 
his last shot in the second round 
at Colonial in Fort Worth.

Riley made a three-foot par 
putt right after play resumed 
Friday, wrapping up a bogey-free 
6-under-par 64 to get to 10 under 
at the Charles Schwab Challenge. 
He was two strokes ahead of 
Hayden Buckley and Pierceson 
Coody after they both shot 65s.

After a chip to three feet on 
the 408-yard ninth hole, Riley 
had to mark his ball and retreat 
to the nearby clubhouse when 
the horns went off because of 
storm cells with lightning that 
were in the surrounding areas. 
There were only some brief light 
raindrops during the delay.

Buckley was on the green at 
No. 6, his 15th hole, when the 
weather delay began. He 
resumed play with a six-foot 
birdie and then parred out. . . .

Spanish golfer Nacho Elvira 
shot a 7-under 64 for the second 
straight day to take the lead of 
the Soudal Open after the second 
round of the DP World Tour 
event in Antwerp, Belgium.

Elvira had seven birdies in a 
bogey-free round at Rinkven 
International Golf Club. He’s one 
stroke ahead of Ross Fisher, 
who carded a 63. . . .

Richard Bland is hitting it so 
well he felt he struggled on the 
greens of Harbor Shores and still 
managed a 5-under 66 to set the 
target at the Senior PGA 
Championship in the 
Englishman’s senior major debut 
in Benton Harbor, Mich.

Bland, who won his first DP 
World tour title at 48 and joined 
Saudi-funded LIV Golf a year 
later, was at 12-under 130.

soCCER

Xavi will not return
to Barcelona after all

First he wanted out. Then he 
wanted to stay. Finally, 
Barcelona decided enough is 
enough and parted ways with 
coach Xavi Hernandez.

One month after Xavi said he 
would continue as coach despite 
a disappointing season, the club 
told the former midfield great it 
did not want him back.

In the latest and most likely 
final twist to a bumpy season, 
Barcelona announced it was 
making a coaching change for 
next season.

Xavi led Barcelona to the 
Spanish league championship 
last season, but his team has 
struggled this campaign, which 
will finish without a title and 
with Barcelona a distant second 
to champion Real Madrid.

Xavi said in January that he 
wanted to leave the club this 
summer and not complete the 
last year of his contract. In April, 
the 44-year-old changed his 
mind after his players showed 
him they believed in the team’s 
potential and improved their 
performances. . . .

For the second time, 
Equatorial Guinea must forfeit 
two World Cup qualifying games 
for fielding star player Emilio 
Nsue when he was ineligible, 
FIFA said.

The second FIFA disciplinary 
case involving Nsue’s eligibility 
comes 11 years after the first and 
adds to the string of such cases 
involving Equatorial Guinea 
national teams.

The latest ruling against Nsue 
was announced just four months 
after he was the top scorer at the 
Africa Cup of Nations, where he 
was permitted to play by the 
Confederation of African 
Football.

FIFA said its disciplinary 
committee ruled that Equatorial 
Guinea’s first two World Cup 
qualifying games last November 
must be forfeited as 3-0 losses. 
Equatorial Guinea won both 
games, against Namibia and 
Liberia, 1-0, with Nsue scoring 
the goal.

That dropped Equatorial 
Guinea into last place in its six-
team qualifying group for the 
2026 tournament. . . .

Real Madrid holding 
midfielder Aurélien 
Tchouaméni will miss the 
Champions League final because 
of a foot injury, Coach Carlo 
Ancelotti said.

The 24-year-old France 
international won’t be available 
for the European title game 
against Borussia Dortmund on 
June 1 in London.

aUTo RaCINg

Dixon and Castroneves 
are Carb Day’s fastest 

Scott Dixon and Helio 
Castroneves turned the fastest 
laps on Carb Day during final 
practice for the Indianapolis 500, 

while pole sitter Scott 
McLaughlin and Team Penske 
teammates Josef Newgarden 
and Will Power had stress-free 
days.

Dixon and Castroneves, who 
have five Indy 500 wins between 
them, will start way back in the 
seventh row Sunday after their 
Honda-powered cars struggled 
to keep up with the Chevrolet 
might of Penske and the Arrow 
McLaren bunch in qualifying.

Yet in race setup, Chip Ganassi 
Racing and Meyer Shank Racing 
— along with Colton Herta and 
the rest of Andretti Global — 
have proved they can compete. 
Herta was fourth on the speed 
chart as Honda cars nailed down 
five of the six fastest laps Friday, 
and Pato O’Ward in third was 
the lone Chevrolet to break up 
the manufacturer stranglehold.

“It seems more level,” said 
Dixon, who had a fast lap of 

227.206 mph, before adding: 
“Many times the fastest car 
doesn’t win.” . . .

 Chase Elliott criticized 
NASCAR for fining driver Ricky 
Stenhouse Jr. $75,000 for 
punching Kyle Busch following 
Sunday night’s All-Star Race 
after it had used video of the 
fight on social media.

It was the largest fine ever 
handed down for fighting in 
NASCAR history.

“That seems like a lot for that 
situation,” Elliott said ahead of 
this weekend’s Coca-Cola 600 
Cup Series race at Charlotte 
Motor Speedway. “You are going 
to fine him, but you are going to 
promote with it? Like, what are 
we doing? That’s a little strange 
to me. . . . That’s a lot of money to 
fine a guy. It’s like, ‘It’s not okay, 
but we are going to blast it all 
over everything to get more 
clicks.’ ”

Elliott was referring to 
NASCAR posting video of the 
fight at North Wilkesboro 
Speedway on the social platform 
X along with the words: “We’ll 
call this a . . . difference of 
opinion.”

CollEgE BasEBall

Virginia loses to FSU 
in ACC quarterfinal

James Tibbs III hit his team-
leading 25th homer of the season 
and the 52nd of his career, and 
No. 5 seed Florida State 
advanced to the ACC tournament 
semifinals with a 12-7 victory 
over fourth-seeded Virginia in 
Charlotte.

Tibbs, the ACC player of the 
year, went 2 for 3 with five RBI. 
He gave Florida State (41-14) the 
lead in the fourth inning on a 
two-run single and then walked 
with the bases loaded in the fifth 
to make it 4-1. He added a 
sacrifice fly to begin a seven-run 
seventh inning.

Daniel Cantu highlighted the 
top of the seventh with a long 
shot to the wall that center 
fielder Bobby Whalen appeared 
to catch but didn’t. Cantu raced 
for a triple, and two scored for a 
9-2 lead.

Virginia (41-15) responded by 
hitting three home runs in an 
inning for the third time this 
season to make it 11-7. But the 
Cavaliers intentionally walked 
Cam Smith to load the bases 
with one out in the eighth to face 
Tibbs, who delivered with a deep 
drive into the seats.

Virginia starter Joe Savino  
allowed four runs in 42/3 innings.

pRo fooTBall

Saints make payment 
to update Superdome

The New Orleans Saints made 
an $11.4 million payment toward 
Superdome renovations, 
diffusing a public standoff 
between the team and state 
officials who oversee the stadium 
that will host the next Super 
Bowl.

Announcement of the 
payment by the club and the 
Louisiana Stadium and 
Exposition District came hours 
after Saints President Dennis 
Lauscha, in comments 
published on the team’s website, 
decried “disingenuous and 
unprofessional” conduct by the 
state commission that oversees 
the Superdome.

Lauscha also confirmed the 
team’s decision to hold back 
payments since December 
stemmed from dissatisfaction 
over the state’s posture in 
parallel negotiations toward a 
long-term Superdome lease.

The district “was informed 
that material progress toward a 
long-term lease had to be made 
or payments would be stopped,” 
Lauscha said on the team 
website. 

But late Friday afternoon, 
officials said payment was made 
after Lauscha and district board 
chairman Rob Vossbein had a 
“productive call.”

mIsC.

Ex-Terp Miller is out 
with a knee injury

Minnesota Lynx forward 
Diamond Miller will be 
sidelined indefinitely with a 
right knee injury.

The Lynx announced that 
Miller, the second overall pick 
out of Maryland in the 2023 
draft, will soon meet with a knee 
specialist about treatment 
options. 

The WNBA team did not 
specify the exact nature of the 
injury Miller suffered in the 
second quarter of the game 
Thursday against Connecticut.

Miller is averaging 4.3 points 
over the first three games of the 
season. She averaged 12.1 points 
per game as a rookie last year. . . .

In St. Paul, Minn., Michela 
Cava and Taylor Heise each had 
a goal and an assist to lead 
Minnesota to a 4-1 victory over 
Boston, giving their team a 2-1 
lead in the inaugural 
championship series of the 
Professional Women’s Hockey 
League.

Minnesota will host Game 4 in 
the best-of-five series Sunday. . . .

Andrea Vendrame’s solo 
downhill attack won him the 
19th stage of the Giro d’Italia, 
while overall leader Tadej 
Pogacar avoided any risks on the 
rain-slicked roads.

The second win of Vendrame’s 
career at the Giro followed a 
stage victory in 2021 for the 
Italian rider.

Vendrame clocked just under 
four hours on the undulating 
stage, which included three 
categorized climbs in the final 37 
miles of the 98-mile route from 
Mortegliano to Sappada.

— From news services
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Working lunch
Lewis Hamilton drives his Mercedes past diners while  practicing Friday ahead of Sunday’s Formula One Monaco Grand Prix.
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“If you play against Novak, you just 
hope and try to play your best and see how 
it looks,” Machac said in an on-court 
interview.

Djokovic took a medical timeout after 
the first set because of a stomach prob-
lem.

“It was a terrible feeling with stomach 
and health today. It was not a great night 
and today as well,” he said. “I don’t want to 
take anything away from his win; he 
deserved it.”

Machac will play his first tour final 
Saturday against two-time Geneva cham-
pion Casper Ruud, the French Open run-
ner-up for the past two years, or the 
unseeded Flavio Cobolli. Their semifinal 
was pushed back to Saturday because of 
rain.

chances at Roland Garros, where he has 
won two of the past three titles and three 
overall among his men’s-record 24 Grand 
Slam singles titles. “I’m going to take it 
match by match and see how far I can go.”

Machac took his first match-point 
chance, which came on Djokovic’s serve, 
and clinched when Djokovic pushed a 
backhand long. It was the fifth time Djok-
ovic had his service broken, and he made 
27 unforced errors.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

GENEVA — Novak Djokovic will defend 
his French Open title in Paris still without 
a trophy this season after losing in the 
Geneva Open semifinals  Friday.

The 44th-ranked Tomas Machac beat 
Djokovic, 6-4, 0-6, 6-1, in the last clay-
court event to prepare for Roland Garros, 
where main draw play starts Sunday.

“Of course I am worried. I haven’t been 
playing good at all this year,” Djokovic 
said.

His record in 2024 dropped to 14-6 
overall and 0-3 in semifinals, including at 
the Australian Open against Jannik Sin-
ner.

“I don’t consider myself a favorite 
there,” the top-ranked Serb said of his 

After upset, Djokovic enters French rattled
Loss to 44th-ranked Machac 
at Geneva Open  leaves Serb

 0-3 in 2024 semifinals
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During that quarter, the 
Pacers lost any realistic shot at 
coming back. And that was 
before they lost Haliburton.

The play before his departure 
seemed normal enough, with 
Haliburton trying to defend 
Brown on a drive. Though Brown 
passed on the layup, as 
Haliburton gave up on defense 
and backed entirely out of the 
play, the lane opened for reserve 
forward oshae Brissett’s dunk 
that gave the Celtics an 11-point 
advantage. Haliburton then 
backed all the way to the 
sideline, to the locker room, to 
the trainer’s table and straight 
into the next morning’s talking 
points.

The Pacers are better when 
they play with their secret sauce 
of swagger. Some might see it as 
front-running; when the game’s 
flowing, Haliburton tilts his head 
to the heavens and screams or 
searches out stares on enemy 
turf and talks junk. But that’s 
just human nature. Joy comes 
easier when things are going 
well. for the Pacers, joy happens 
when Turner’s attacking the rim 
for his springboard dunks, 
mcConnell’s harassing 
opponents for 94 feet and 
Siakam’s displaying his interior 
moves, then his counter moves, 
looking like he’s losing balance 
on a sheet of ice but converting 
anyhow. Joy comes when 
everyone’s scoring in bunches, 
because the ball never stays still 
when Haliburton’s in control.

Now, a sore left hamstring 
threatens Indiana’s postseason. 
An Eastern Conference finals 
stage that was supposed to 
introduce these Pacers at their 
best might be taking a turn for 
the worse.

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

MINNEAPOLIS — Luka Doncic hit 
the go-ahead three-pointer with 
rudy Gobert guarding him at the 
top of the key with three seconds 
left, posting his fifth triple-dou-
ble of the playoffs to lead the 
Dallas mavericks to a 109-108 
victory and a 2-0 lead over the 
minnesota Timberwolves in the 
Western Conference finals friday 
night.

Doncic had 32 points, 13 assists 
and 10 rebounds for his eighth 
triple-double in 42 career post-
season games for the mavericks, 
who erased an 18-point deficit 
that stood late in the second 
quarter and were still down 16 
midway through the third.

Naz reid went 7 for 9 from 
three-point range for 23 points, 
but his last try at the buzzer 
rimmed in and out to send min-
nesota to Dallas for Game 3 on 
Sunday in a big hole after another 
off night by stars Anthony Ed-
wards and Karl-Anthony Towns.

Kyrie Irving had 13 of his 
20 points in the fourth quarter, 
including a corner three with 1:05 
left that pulled the mavericks 
within two. Then the Timber-
wolves sandwiched turnovers 
around a short miss by Doncic. 
Edwards recklessly threw the ball 
out of bounds off a drive with 13 
seconds left, giving the mavericks 
the ball with the chance to win.

Doncic took the inbounds pass 

and dribbled to set up a screen by 
Dereck Lively II that triggered a 
switch by minnesota, with NBA 
all-defensive second-team pick 
Jaden mcDaniels dropping with 
Lively’s roll and defensive player 
of the year Gobert staying out on 
the top of the key.

After the swish, Doncic flexed 
his arms and yelled at the 
stunned crowd as his teammates 
swarmed him.

The lead for either side was 
three points or fewer from 10:50 
remaining to 1:29 until Edwards 
— who had 21 points but is 
shooting 11 for 33 in the series — 
sank two free throws for a 
 108-103 edge. That came right 
after Irving missed both foul 
shots that had the crowd howling 
in honor of the promotion that 
awards a free Chick-fil-A sand-
wich.

mike Conley scored 18 points 
and Gobert added 16 points and 
10 rebounds for the Timber-
wolves, who needed reid — the 
NBA sixth man of the year — 
more than ever. His top-of-the-
key swish at the end of the third 
quarter gave minnesota an 86-79 
cushion just after the mavericks 
closed the gap hard with a 21-7 
spurt — mostly while Conley 
rested — over a 6:36 stretch.

Irving, who scored only five 
points in the first half after he 
had 24 of his 30 in Game 1 before 
halftime, gave the mavericks 
their first lead since 7-6 with a 
three-pointer to cap an 8-0 run 
that started the fourth quarter 
and made it 87-86.

Doncic, who flourished in the 
fourth quarter of Game 1 to finish 

nBa pLayoffs

Doncic hits the winner 
to give Dallas a 2-0 lead

maveRicks 109,
timbeRwOlves 108

with 33 points, has been fighting 
through what the mavericks have 
listed on the league’s official inju-
ry report as a sprained right knee 
and left ankle soreness. 

When he was subbed out late 
in the first quarter, Doncic jogged 
straight to the locker room before 

returning to the bench prior to 
his next shift. After running the 
floor for a fast-break layup late in 
the second quarter, Doncic was 
laboring and limping on the way 
back. He shot 5 for 14 before 
halftime.

The beauty of the 25-year-old 

Slovenian superstar’s game is 
that he hardly needs a full-
strength spring in his step to 
dominate. He had minnesota’s 
league-leading defense looking 
out of sorts on so many posses-
sions with his laserlike passing.

— Associated Press

sTEPhEN mATUrEN/gETTY imAgEs

Luka Doncic recorded his fifth triple-double of the playoffs with 32 points, 13 assists and 10 rebounds.

respond to requests for comment.
The NfL long held the draft in 

New York before staging it in Chi-
cago in 2015 and 2016. Since then, 
the site has moved annually. 
Drafts were held in Philadelphia 
in 2017; Arlington, Tex., in 2018; 
Nashville in 2019; Cleveland in 
2021; Las Vegas in 2022; Kansas 
City, mo., last year; and Detroit 
last month. The 2020 NfL draft 
was conducted remotely because 
of the pandemic.

Last month’s draft in down-
town Detroit drew a record 
775,000 fans over the three-day 
event, according to the NfL.

The broadcasts of the opening 
round of this year’s draft averaged 
12.1 million viewers — more than 
any World Series or Stanley Cup 
finals game last year and more 
than all but one NBA finals game 
and all but one college football 
regular season game last year.

That reflects the overwhelming 
popularity of the NfL, given that 
the draft’s core activity consists 
merely of Commissioner roger 
Goodell or someone else announc-
ing the names of the players select-
ed by the teams.

At the conclusion of this year’s 
draft, Detroit officials said the 
event may have generated more 
than the original projection of 
$175 million to $200 million in 
economic impact. Kansas City offi-
cials said the 2023 draft was re-
sponsible for $164.3 million in 
economic impact.

Some of those connected to 
Washington’s effort have speculat-
ed that the District probably 
would have already landed an 
NfL draft if not for the contro-
versy that surrounded former 
Commanders owner Daniel Sny-
der. The District, in conjunction 
with team officials, attempted to 
host the 2024 draft and had plans 
to hold the three-day event over 
multiple sites in D.C. But that draft 
was awarded in 2022 to Detroit.

Snyder sold the Commanders 
last year to an ownership group 
led by private equity investor Josh 
Harris for $6.05 billion.

DRAfT from D1

New owner 
could help 
D.C. land  
NFL draft

“I think we need to move on to 
another topic here,” Carlisle said, 
redirecting reporters in the 
postgame news conference.

Unfortunately for the Pacers, 
if Haliburton remains hurt or 
limited, there will be no other 
topics to discuss. Nothing else 
will matter. maybe they’ll get to 
play a few more games before 
Boston, the East’s top team, takes 
its predictive place in the NBA 
finals. But certainly if the 
conductor of the Pacers’ 
symphony of randomness can no 
longer be himself, there will be 
no more joy.

“Losing Ty for the game, 
obviously, was a big blow,” 
Carlisle said, a quote that could 
define the rest of the series for 
Indiana.

Still, besides Haliburton’s exit, 
other maladies factored into the 
Pacers falling into this 2-0 hole. 
The team in gold looked a step or 
two slow on defense and got 
cooked 54-34 in the paint. The 
Pacers were sloppy at the start, 
committing 10 turnovers in the 
first half. mostly, they looked 
discontented.

The spiral began in the second 
quarter. The Pacers led 27-25, but 
immediately after forward Pascal 
Siakam couldn’t finish at the 
rim, Boston’s Al Horford got a 
breakaway dunk. The next time 
down, the Celtics secured three 
straight offensive rebounds to 
extend a possession before 

showcase against the Boston 
Celtics, these Pacers are missing 
what makes them so dangerous. 
Their joy.

on Thursday night, Indiana 
exuded so little of that key 
ingredient during a 126-110 loss. 
Witness T.J. mcConnell growling 
and myles Turner searching, 
pleading and still not finding 
anyone to take his side. But 
much worse than the flashes of 
frustration was the sight of 
Haliburton retreating to the 
Pacers’ sideline in the third 
quarter and not returning to the 
floor.

only later did the reason for 
his absence became known: a 
sore left hamstring. The same 
left hamstring that caused him 
to miss 10 games during the 
regular season. The same left 
hamstring that nearly stole the 
Pacers’ joy when the team went 
6-4 in the games he missed, then 
lost five of eight upon his 
hobbled return.

following Thursday’s defeat, 
Indiana Coach rick Carlisle 
tolerated a litany of questions on 
the injury — how Haliburton 
might have hurt his leg, whether 
he had aggravated the same 
injury from late January, his 
status for Game 3 on Saturday 
night in Indianapolis. finally, 
Carlisle grew tired in his role as a 
pseudo-orthopedic specialist.

BUCkNER from D1

candace Buckner

Missing swagger and star, 
Pacers are in an 0-2 hole

assistants behind the bench, the 
ones tasked with monitoring 
potential blown calls; he just 
looked for a replacement to play 
the five spot. Turner could only 
walk to his seat, still angrily 
twirling his finger.

Then, near the end of the half, 
after Aaron Nesmith coughed up 
turnover No. 10 by overdribbling 
around Boston’s hawk on 
defense, Derrick White, 
Haliburton headed back to the 
sideline with his head bowed. 
Though the score wasn’t out of 
hand and the high-scoring 
Pacers needed just one good run 
to get back into the game, their 
beaten-down body language told 
another story.

“We bounced back decently, 
got it to six at halftime, but the 
third [quarter] was tough,” 
Carlisle said.

Jaylen Brown closed it with a 
layup, one of his forceful buckets 
in a 40-point night.

When Carlisle burned a quick 
timeout, mcConnell, the backup 
point guard, spread his arms and 
slapped down at his sides, then 
huddled up his teammates near 
the sideline, red-faced and 
screaming. In his defense, 
watching old man Horford beat 
the entire Indiana team down 
court could make anyone lose his 
temper.

Later, when Turner picked up 
his third foul — light contact but 
contact for sure — he argued 
with officials. Then, as NBA 
players love to do, Turner turned 
to the Pacers’ sideline and 
demonstratively motioned for 
Carlisle to call for a review by 
twirling a finger in the air. 
Carlisle didn’t look toward his 

dAvid BUTlEr ii/UsA TodAY sPorTs

Pacers  point guard Tyrese Haliburton left Thursday night’s Eastern 
Conference finals game vs. the Celtics with left  hamstring soreness.

BY GENE WANG

Late last week, the maryland 
men’s lacrosse team was traveling 
to Long Island for the NCAA 
tournament quarterfinals when 
one of the charter buses carrying 
players stalled after barely mak-
ing it across the George Washing-
ton Bridge into New York.

It was around 2 in the after-
noon, and traffic was mounting. 
Practice had been scheduled for 
midday, when the seventh-seeded 
Terrapins were due to arrive at a 
high school not far from Hofstra 
University, one of the host sites 
for last weekend’s games, but 
wound up being postponed until 
early evening.

In recounting the incident, 
Coach John Tillman indicated he 
and his staff initially thought 
about trying to arrange for an-
other bus but the wait with the 
heart of rush hour approaching 
quickly put that idea to rest. Play-
ers instead turned to   phone apps 
to hail rides. The first arriving car 
slowed by the side of the road but 
pulled away without picking up 
passengers, maryland faceoff spe-
cialist Luke Wierman recalled.

Eventually players found 

enough drivers willing to stop, 
and the entire team made it to its 
destination, albeit many hours 
behind schedule. The lengthy de-
lay did little to faze the Terrapins 
(10-5), who upset No. 2 seed Duke, 
14-11, to earn a berth in Saturday’s 
national semifinals against sixth-
seeded Virginia (12-5) in Philadel-
phia.

“The guys handled it great, like 
they didn’t bat an eye, and, again, 
I think that’s part of the ups and 
downs of the season,” Tillman 
said. “Sometimes it’s been good. 
Sometimes it’s not been good, but 
the guys just didn’t flinch. It was: 
‘All right, this is what we’ve got to 
do. We have to change practice. 
We have to change dinner.’ And 
the guys just didn’t miss a beat, 
and I think at this point when 
things aren’t going well, the guys 
can just roll with it.”

Take the victory over the Blue 
Devils at James m. Shuart Sta-
dium, in which maryland trailed 
5-1 after the first quarter and 
appeared in danger of allowing 
the deficit to grow out of reach. 
But the Terrapins reeled off four 
consecutive goals bridging the 
third and fourth quarters to draw 
within 10-9 with 10:16 left in the 

game.
Then they claimed the lead for 

good on fifth-year attackman 
Daniel maltz’s goal that made it 
12-11 with 5:01 remaining. The 
Ashburn native buried another 
less than two minutes later fol-
lowing a replay review in which 
officials halted play as Duke had 
possession and was getting set-
tled in the offensive zone.

Senior midfielder Jack Koras’s 
goal into an empty net with 33 
seconds to go ignited a celebra-
tion along the sideline that spilled 
onto the field at the final buzzer, 
securing maryland’s 29th trip to 
the final four, including 10 in 14 
seasons under Tillman, whose 
record in NCAA tournament 
quarterfinals improved to 10-1.

“That’s just a tribute to the 
incredible coaching and team 
that John Tillman has put togeth-
er, year in and year out,” Cavaliers 
Coach Lars Tiffany said. “Ten and 
one in the quarterfinals? I mean, 
that’s unbelievable, and so a tre-
mendous amount of respect for 
his program and his men.”

At the beginning of the month, 
maryland’s ability to make an-
other run in the postseason was 
in serious doubt after two straight 

losses in which the Terrapins 
failed to reach double-digit goals. 
The first of those came in a 7-5 
setback to Johns Hopkins in the 
regular season finale at Home-
wood field in Baltimore.

Less than two weeks later, 
maryland fell to Penn State, 19-9, 
in the Big Ten tournament semifi-
nals in Columbus, ohio, by far its 
most lopsided loss of the season. 
Compounding maryland’s fading 
fortunes at the time was Braden 
Erksa being carted off the field at 
ohio State Lacrosse Stadium on a 
stretcher after a violent collision 
that dislodged the sophomore at-
tackman’s helmet.

Erksa remained overnight at 
the hospital for further evalua-
tion but was able to fly home with 
the team the next morning. mary-
land’s medical staff cleared Erksa 
(24 goals, 15 assists) to play the 
day before the Terrapins’ NCAA 
tournament opener may 11 
against Princeton at SECU Sta-
dium.

The Terrapins’ leader in points 
played sparingly, but maryland 
rolled nonetheless, 16-8, and is 
thriving again in pursuit of the 
fifth NCAA tournament champi-
onship in program history. The 

last of those four titles came in 
2022, when maryland completed 
the season 18-0, which included 
an 18-9 dismantling of the Cava-
liers in the quarterfinals.

This year the Terrapins lost to 
visiting Virginia, 14-10, on 
march 16 in part because of 17 
turnovers and a 37-25 deficit in 
groundballs. The Terrapins did, 
however, hold a slight 16-12 ad-
vantage at the faceoff X behind 
Wierman. The graduate midfield-
er went 20 for 29 on faceoffs 
against Duke, including winning 
7 of 10 in the fourth quarter when 
the Terrapins stormed back with 
seven goals.

“Anytime you get to play a team 
twice, especially when you’ve lost 
to them — doesn’t really happen 
often in life when you get a sec-
ond-chance opportunity,” said 
Terrapins senior defenseman 
Ajax Zappitello, the Big Ten de-
fensive player of the year. “So 
that’s going to be obviously the 
message throughout the week. 
But at the same time we’ve just 
got to focus on us, I think, coming 
out, starting the game strong.”

Terps had to overcome breakdowns on  road to 29th  Final Four

Virginia vs. Maryland
2:30 p.m., EsPN2
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Barclay Goodrow scored at 
14:01 of overtime and the New 
York rangers beat the florida Pan-
thers, 2-1, on friday night in Game 
2 to even the Eastern Conference 
finals.

Goodrow fired a snap shot from 
above that circles over goalie Ser-
gei Bobrovsky’s right shoulder, 
sending the madison Square Gar-
den crowd that had been sitting on 
edge into a frenzy.

Vincent Trocheck scored early 
and Igor Shesterkin made 26 saves 
for the rangers. riding the excite-
ment of having tough guy matt 
rempe back in the lineup, they 
showed a lot more life after being 
shut out, 3-0, in the opener.

Carter Verhaeghe scored for 
florida, and Bobrovsky made 29 
saves. The Panthers lost for only 
the second time in seven games 
away from home in the playoffs.

The series shifts to florida for 
Games 3 and 4 on Sunday and 
Tuesday.

Jets promote Arniel to coach
The Winnipeg Jets promoted 

associate coach Scott Arniel to 
head coach, replacing the retired 
rick Bowness.

The move comes almost three 
weeks after Bowness retired. A 
former Jets left wing, Arniel 
joined Bowness’s staff in 2022.

The 61-year-old Arniel helped 
Bowness lead the Jets to a 98-57-9 
record and two playoff appearanc-
es over two seasons. 
l HURRICANES: Don Wad-

dell  stepped down as Carolina’s 
president and general manager, 
ending a run in which he built a 
roster that reached the Stanley 
Cup playoffs for six consecutive 
seasons. 

Assistant Gm Eric Tulsky will 
work as interim Gm until a perma-
nent successor is found.

nHL roundup

Goodrow’s
goal in OT 
helps N.Y. 
get even

RangeRs 2,
PantheRs 1 (Ot)
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royals 8, rays 1
 seth Lugo became the 
American League’s first 
eight-game winner, Michael 
Massey and Bobby Witt Jr. 
homered, and Kansas City 
beat Tampa Bay for its sev-
enth consecutive victory.
 The Royals are a season-
best 14 games over .500 at 
33-19. Kansas City was 
 15-37 after 52 games last 
season and did not get to 
33 wins until Aug. 1.
rOYALS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Garcia 3b.............. 4 1 1 0 1 0 .266
Witt ss................. 5 1 1 1 0 3 .305
Pasquantino dh ... 4 2 1 0 0 0 .233
Perez 1b............... 4 1 0 0 0 0 .330
Massey 2b ........... 3 2 2 3 0 1 .294
Isbel cf ................. 2 0 1 0 0 1 .218
Fermin c............... 5 0 2 1 0 2 .305
Velázquez lf......... 4 0 1 1 1 0 .226
Renfroe rf ............ 3 1 1 1 1 0 .164
Hampson cf-2b .... 3 0 2 1 1 1 .286 
tOtALS 37 8 12 8 4 8 —

rAYS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Díaz 1b ................4 0 1 0 0 0 .255
B.Lowe 2b ...........3 1 1 0 1 0 .146
DeLuca rf.............2 0 0 0 1 1 .250
Paredes 3b ..........4 0 1 0 0 0 .307
Aranda dh ...........4 0 0 1 0 1 .200
Arozarena lf........4 0 0 0 0 1 .159
Caballero ss ........4 0 1 0 0 1 .263
Jackson c.............3 0 0 0 0 0 .036
Siri cf...................3 0 0 0 0 0 .168 
tOtALS 31 1 4 1 2 4 —

kANSAS citY 000 231 200 — 8 12 0
tAMPA bAY... 100 000 000 — 1 4 0
LOb: Kansas City 8, Tampa Bay 6. 2b: 
Renfroe (5), Fermin (4), Díaz (10). hr: 
Massey (6), off Alexander; Witt (8), off 
Alexander. 
rOYALS iP h r er bbSO erA
Lugo..................... 7 4 1 1 2 3 1.74
Long..................... 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.00
Hernández ........... 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.00

rAYS iP h r er bbSO erA
Armstrong........... 2 0 0 0 0 3 3.70
Alexander ............ 5 11 8 8 1 4 6.06
Maton .................. 1 0 0 0 3 1 4.58
Lovelady .............. 1 1 0 0 0 0 6.75 

wP: Lugo (8-1); LP: Alexander (2-3). 
hbP: Lugo (DeLuca), Alexander 2 (Per-
ez,Pasquantino). wP: Maton. t: 2:25. A: 
16,368 (25,025). 

nl games

giANtS At MetS, 1:40

w-L erA teAM

Hicks (R) 4-1 2.38 5-5

Severino (R) 2-2 3.48 3-6

brAveS At PirAteS, 4:05

López (R) 2-1 1.54 5-3

Keller (R) 5-3 3.84 6-4

cUbS At cArDiNALS, 7:15

Taillon (R) 3-2 2.20 4-2

Liberatore (L) 1-2 5.40 1-2

DODgerS At reDS, 7:15

Buehler (R) 1-1 4.05 2-1

Greene (R) 2-2 3.22 2-8

PhiLLieS At rOckieS, 9:10

Nola (R) 6-2 3.05 8-2

Hudson (R) 1-7 5.89 2-7

MArLiNS At DiAMONDbAckS, 10:10

Sánchez (R) 0-2 6.41 2-3

Montgomery (L) 2-2 4.98 4-2

al games

OriOLeS At white SOX, 2:10

w-L erA teAM

Kremer (R) 3-4 4.32 4-5

Fedde (R) 4-1 3.10 5-5

bLUe JAYS At tigerS, 1:10

Berríos (R) 5-3 2.98 7-3

Olson (R) 0-5 2.16 1-8

rANgerS At twiNS, 2:10

Lorenzen (R) 2-3 3.61 2-5

Paddack (R) 4-2 4.47 6-3

AStrOS At AthLeticS, 4:07

Arrighetti (R) 2-4 7.16 3-4

Sears (L) 3-3 4.31 4-6

rOYALS At rAYS, 4:10

Singer (R) 4-2 2.70 7-3

Civale (R) 2-4 5.92 4-6

gUArDiANS At ANgeLS, 9:38

Bibee (R) 2-1 3.93 9-1

Soriano (R) 2-4 3.30 3-5

nl scores
thUrSDAY’S reSULtS
San Francisco 7, at Pittsburgh 6
San Diego 6, at Cincinnati 4 (10)
Atlanta 3, at Chicago Cubs 0

FriDAY’S reSULtS
at Pittsburgh 11, Atlanta 5
San Francisco 8, at N.Y. Mets 7
at Cincinnati 9, L.A. Dodgers 6
Philadelphia at Colorado, late
Miami at Arizona, late
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis, ppd.

al scores
thUrSDAY’S reSULtS
Baltimore 8, at Chicago White Sox 6
at N.Y. Yankees 5, Seattle 0
Toronto 9, at Detroit 1

FriDAY’S reSULtS
Baltimore at Chicago White Sox, late
at Detroit 6, Toronto  2
Kansas City 8, at Tampa Bay 1
at Minnesota 3, Texas 2
Cleveland at L.A. Angels, late
Houston at Oakland, late

interleague games
MAriNerS At NAtiONALS, 4:05

w-L erA teAM

Gilbert (R) 3-2 3.20 6-4

Williams (R) 4-0 2.35 7-2

brewerS At reD SOX, 4:10

Rea (R) 3-2 4.07 6-3

Pivetta (R) 2-2 3.04 3-2

YANkeeS At PADreS, 9:40

Stroman (R) 3-2 3.05 6-4

Cease (R) 5-3 3.05 6-4

Giants 8, mets 7
 Patrick Bailey hit a go-
ahead grand slam in the 
eighth inning, Gold Glove 
third baseman Matt Chap-
man saved the game with 
a defensive gem, and san 
Francisco came back from 
another big deficit to beat 
staggering New York.
giANtS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Matos cf .............5 0 0 1 0 0 .280
Wade 1b..............4 1 0 0 0 1 .328
Estrada 2b ..........4 1 1 1 0 0 .244
Chapman 3b........3 1 0 0 1 1 .245
Bailey c ...............4 1 2 4 0 0 .301
Soler dh ..............4 1 1 1 0 0 .215
Ramos lf .............3 0 0 0 1 2 .281
Yastrzemski rf....4 2 2 1 0 1 .225
Luciano ss...........4 1 3 0 0 1 .409 
tOtALS 35 8 9 8 2 6 —

MetS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Lindor ss .............5 1 2 1 0 2 .208
Alonso 1b............5 1 2 2 0 1 .240
Nimmo lf.............3 0 0 0 1 1 .216
Martinez dh ........5 1 1 1 0 3 .289
Vientos 3b ..........4 2 1 1 1 1 .344
Marte rf ..............4 1 1 0 0 0 .260
McNeil 2b............4 0 1 1 0 1 .240
Bader cf ..............1 0 0 0 2 1 .279
Stewart ph .........1 1 1 0 0 0 .220
Nido c..................2 0 0 1 0 2 .238
Baty ph ...............1 0 0 0 0 0 .226 
tOtALS 35 7 9 7 4 12 —

SAN FrAN. .... 011 000 051 — 8 9 3
New YOrk .... 100 220 101 — 7 9 0
e: Luciano 2 (4), Yastrzemski (1). LOb: 
San Francisco 2, New York 7. 2b: Estra-
da (10), Lindor (11), Stewart (4). 3b: 
Luciano (1). hr: Soler (6), off Scott; 
Bailey (4), off Garrett; Yastrzemski (5), 
off López; Martinez (3), off Harrison; 
Vientos (3), off Harrison; Alonso (12), 
off Avila. 
giANtS iP h r er bbSO erA
Harrison .............. 5 6 5 4 2 6 3.90
Avila .................... 2 1 1 1 1 4 8.49
R.Walker ............. 1 0 0 0 0 1 2.33
Doval ................... 1 2 1 1 1 1 3.05

MetS iP h r er bbSO erA
Scott.................... 6 2 2 2 1 4 3.97
Díaz ..................... 1 1 0 0 0 2 5.21
Garrett ................ 1 4 5 5 1 0 2.67
López ................... 1 2 1 1 0 0 2.52 

wP: Avila (1-0); LP: Garrett (5-2); S: 
Doval (9). ibb: off Doval (Nimmo). hbP: 
Harrison (Nimmo). t: 2:45. A: 26,658 
(42,136). 

pirates 11, braves 5
 Nick Gonzales drove in a 
career-high four runs and 
left-hander Bailey Falter 
carried a shutout into the 
eighth inning to earn his 
first win since late April as 
Pittsburgh topped Atlanta.
 Falter’s 20-inning score-
less streak over three 
starts was halted when 
Ronald Acuna Jr. hit a 
three-run homer for the 
Braves, who avoided their 
first shutout of the season.
brAveS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Acuña rf ..............4 1 2 3 0 0 .247
Albies 2b.............3 0 0 0 1 0 .264
Ozuna dh.............4 1 1 0 0 1 .318
Olson 1b..............3 1 0 0 1 1 .219
d'Arnaud c ..........4 0 2 2 0 1 .263
Arcia ss...............4 0 0 0 0 1 .242
Harris cf..............4 1 2 0 0 0 .255
Duvall lf ..............4 0 0 0 0 1 .197
Short 3b..............3 1 0 0 1 0 .188 
tOtALS 33 5 7 5 3 5 —

PirAteS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
McCutchen dh.....4 2 2 0 0 0 .232
Reynolds lf..........5 0 1 0 0 0 .258
Joe 1b .................4 3 2 0 0 1 .273
Olivares rf...........5 2 3 2 0 2 .250
Gonzales 2b ........3 1 2 4 1 0 .300
Triolo 3b..............5 1 1 2 0 2 .206
Cruz ss ................3 1 1 0 1 2 .251
Williams pr-ss ....1 1 0 0 0 0 .228
Grandal c.............5 0 1 2 0 1 .213
Taylor cf..............3 0 1 1 0 1 .214 
tOtALS 38 11 14 11 2 9 —

AtLANtA....... 000 000 050 — 5 7 2
PittSbUrgh . 203 023 10X — 11 14 0
e: Kerr (1), Arcia (3). LOb: Atlanta 4, 
Pittsburgh 9. 2b: Ozuna (10), d’Arnaud 
(11), Joe 2 (12), Grandal (3), McCutchen 
(4), Gonzales (2), Cruz (12). hr: Acuña 
(4), off Falter; Triolo (3), off Vines. 
brAveS iP h r er bbSO erA
Kerr...................... 4 7 5 5 1 6 5.40
Vines ................... 3 6 6 6 1 2 7.82
Chavez................. 1 1 0 0 0 1 1.80

PirAteS iP h r er bbSO erA
Falter................ 71/3 6 3 3 1 4 3.55
Ortiz ................. 12/3 1 2 2 2 1 3.54 

wP: Falter (3-2); LP: Kerr (1-1). hbP: 
Kerr (McCutchen), Vines (Joe), Chavez 
(Gonzales). wP: Kerr. t: 2:38. A: 35,822 
(38,753). 

tigers 6, blue Jays 2
 Colt Keith hit his first 
major league home run 
and Kenta Maeda threw 
five scoreless innings in his 
return as Detroit snapped 
a  five-game losing streak.
 Keith turned on a full-
count, two-out pitch from 
Alek Manoah in the second 
inning and sent it 400 feet 
to right.
bLUe JAYS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Varsho lf .............4 0 0 0 0 1 .208
Kirk ph ................1 0 1 1 0 0 .207
Jansen c..............4 0 0 0 1 0 .313
Guerrero 1b.........3 0 2 0 1 0 .288
Bichette ss .........4 0 2 0 0 1 .249
Turner dh ............4 0 1 0 0 1 .231
Springer rf ..........4 0 1 0 0 1 .192
Biggio 2b.............3 0 0 0 0 2 .196
Clement ph .........1 1 1 0 0 0 .256
Kiner-Falefa 3b...4 1 1 0 0 0 .255
Kiermaier cf........3 0 0 0 0 0 .222
Schneider ph.......1 0 1 1 0 0 .244 
tOtALS 36 2 10 2 2 6 —

tigerS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Pérez cf...............4 0 0 0 0 1 .284
Greene lf .............4 1 1 0 0 0 .235
Canha dh.............3 2 1 0 1 1 .226
Carpenter rf ........3 2 1 2 1 1 .277
Vierling 3b ..........2 0 0 1 1 0 .262
Keith 2b ..............3 1 2 2 0 0 .236
Torkelson 1b.......3 0 0 0 1 1 .207
McKinstry ss ......4 0 1 1 0 1 .200
Kelly c .................4 0 1 0 0 1 .222 
tOtALS 30 6 7 6 4 6 —

tOrONtO ...... 000 000 002 — 2 10 1
DetrOit ........ 010 320 00X — 6 7 0
e: Kiermaier (1). LOb: Toronto 9, De-
troit 6. 2b: Guerrero (9), Greene (9). 3b: 
Greene (1). hr: Keith (1), off Manoah; 
Carpenter (7), off Manoah. 
bLUe JAYS iP h r er bbSO erA
Manoah ............ 42/3 5 6 4 2 4 3.97
Pearson ............ 11/3 1 0 0 1 2 5.19
Cabrera................ 1 0 0 0 0 0 4.82
Swanson.............. 1 1 0 0 1 0 9.49

tigerS iP h r er bbSO erA
Maeda.................. 5 4 0 0 0 1 5.80
Brieske ............. 22/3 1 0 0 2 2 0.00
Vest .................... 1/3 1 0 0 0 1 3.63
Chafin ................. 2/3 4 2 2 0 2 4.41
Foley................... 1/3 0 0 0 0 0 2.41 

wP: Maeda (2-1); LP: Manoah (1-2); S: 
Foley (11). inherited runners-scored: 
Vest 1-0, Foley 2-0. hbP: Manoah 
(Keith). t: 2:37. A: 27,160 (41,083). 

twins 3, rangers 2
 Alex Kirilloff hit a go-
ahead home run in the 
fourth inning and Minne-
sota retired 15 of the last 
16 hitters as the Twins 
edged slumping Texas.
 Carlos Correa, Christian 
Vázquez and Jose Miranda 
each had two hits for Min-
nesota.
rANgerS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Semien 2b...........4 1 1 0 1 0 .262
Seager ss ............3 1 1 2 1 1 .254
Smith 3b .............3 0 1 0 0 0 .279
García dh.............4 0 0 0 0 1 .247
Taveras cf ...........4 0 1 0 0 0 .240
Lowe 1b ..............3 0 0 0 1 1 .257
Heim c.................4 0 0 0 0 0 .259
Carter lf ..............2 0 0 0 0 2 .194
Grossman ph-lf...2 0 0 0 0 1 .100
Jankowski rf .......2 0 0 0 1 0 .246 
tOtALS 31 2 4 2 4 6 —

twiNS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Julien 2b .............3 0 1 1 0 1 .207
Farmer ph-2b......2 0 0 0 0 0 .165
Correa ss.............4 0 2 0 0 1 .276
Larnach dh ..........3 0 1 0 0 1 .274
Jeffers ph-dh......1 0 0 0 0 0 .253
Kepler rf..............2 0 0 0 2 1 .305
Buxton cf ............4 0 0 0 0 1 .248
Kirilloff 1b ..........3 1 1 1 0 2 .206
Santana ph-1b ....0 0 0 0 1 0 .207
Miranda 3b .........3 1 2 0 0 0 .279
Margot pr-lf........1 0 0 0 0 1 .196
Castro lf-3b ........2 1 1 0 2 0 .265
Vázquez c............4 0 2 1 0 0 .173 
tOtALS 32 3 10 3 5 8 —

teXAS............ 200 000 000 — 2 4 0
MiNNeSOtA.. 020 100 00X — 3 10 0
LOb: Texas 8, Minnesota 10. 2b: Correa 
(8), Vázquez (1), Miranda (8). hr: Sea-
ger (9), off Ober; Kirilloff (4), off Ureña. 
rANgerS iP h r er bbSO erA
Ureña................... 5 9 3 3 1 6 3.53
S.Anderson......... 1/3 1 0 0 1 0 5.40
Latz .................. 11/3 0 0 0 1 1 3.32
Leclerc .............. 11/3 0 0 0 2 1 6.00

twiNS iP h r er bbSO erA
Ober..................... 5 4 2 2 3 5 4.33
Okert ................... 1 0 0 0 0 0 3.24
Thielbar ............... 1 0 0 0 0 0 5.11
Jax ....................... 1 0 0 0 0 0 2.53
J.Duran ................ 1 0 0 0 1 1 4.22 

wP: Ober (5-2); LP: Ureña (1-4); S: 
J.Duran (5). inherited runners-scored: 
Latz 2-0, Leclerc 1-0. hbP: Ober 2 
(Smith,Jankowski). wP: Ureña. t: 2:35. 
A: 21,857 (38,544). 

brewers 7, red sox 2
 William Contreras hit a 
two-run home run, Chris-
tian Yelich had three hits 
and Bryce Wilson tossed 
51/3 innings of two-run ball 
as Milwaukee beat Boston.
 Blake Perkins had two 
hits and two stolen bases 
for the Brewers, and Willy 
Adames  drove in a pair 
runs.
brewerS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Turang 2b ...........4 0 0 1 0 0 .302
Contreras c .........4 2 2 2 1 0 .337
Yelich dh.............4 2 3 1 1 1 .326
Adames ss..........4 0 2 2 1 1 .244
Bauers 1b ...........4 0 0 0 1 2 .223
Ortiz 3b...............4 0 1 1 0 1 .277
Frelick rf .............5 0 0 0 0 0 .242
Chourio lf............4 1 1 0 0 1 .211
Perkins cf ...........3 2 2 0 1 0 .237 
tOtALS 36 7 11 7 5 6 —

reD SOX Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Duran lf ................5 0 3 0 0 0 .278
Abreu rf ................3 0 0 0 0 3 .270
Refsnyder ph-rf....1 0 0 0 0 1 .338
Wong c .................3 0 1 0 1 0 .344
Devers 3b .............4 0 0 0 0 1 .270
O'Neill dh..............4 0 0 0 0 4 .241
Smith 1b...............3 2 2 1 0 1 .213
Cooper ph-1b ........1 0 0 0 0 0 .209
Grissom 2b ...........3 0 0 0 1 0 .129
Hamilton ss..........4 0 3 1 0 0 .261
Rafaela cf .............4 0 0 0 0 0 .193 
tOtALS 35 2 9 2 2 10 —

MiLwAUkee . 003 030 001 — 7 11 0
bOStON......... 000 101 000 — 2 9 1
e: Smith (1). LOb: Milwaukee 9, Boston 
8. 2b: Chourio (3), Yelich (3), Adames 2 
(15), Hamilton (4), Duran (15). hr: 
Contreras (8), off Crawford; Smith (1), 
off Wilson. 
brewerS iP h r er bbSO erA
Koenig ................ 2/3 1 0 0 1 1 2.61
Wilson.............. 51/3 6 2 2 1 7 2.86
Hudson ................ 2 1 0 0 0 2 0.64
Payamps.............. 1 1 0 0 0 0 4.15

reD SOX iP h r er bbSO erA
Crawford .......... 41/3 7 6 6 2 4 2.89
Bernardino ......... 2/3 0 0 0 0 0 0.86
Anderson............. 4 4 1 1 3 2 4.56 

wP: Wilson (3-1); LP: Crawford (2-3). 
inherited runners-scored: Wilson 2-0, 
Bernardino 1-0. ibb: off Anderson (Bau-
ers). Pb: Contreras (5). t: 2:37. A: 
30,992 (37,755). 

reds 9, dodgers 6
 Jonathan India hit a 
grand slam in a six-run fifth 
inning, spencer steer had a 
three-run homer and center 
fielder stuart Fairchild 
robbed the Dodgers’ Will 
smith of a home run with a 
leaping catch as Cincinnati 
turned back Los Angeles.
DODgerS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Betts ss................... 4 0 3 1 1 0 .338
Ohtani dh ................ 5 0 0 1 0 0 .340
Freeman 1b ............. 4 0 1 0 0 1 .285
Smith c .................... 5 1 1 1 0 0 .298
T.Hernández rf-lf .... 2 2 2 1 2 0 .254
Lux 2b...................... 4 1 1 0 0 0 .213
K.Hernández ph ...... 1 0 0 0 0 1 .212
Taylor lf-3b ............. 4 1 1 2 0 0 .106
Pages cf................... 5 1 1 0 0 2 .238
Rojas 3b .................. 3 0 0 0 0 1 .250
Heyward ph-rf......... 1 0 1 0 0 0 .207 
tOtALS 38 6 11 6 3 5 —

reDS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Fairchild cf ..........3 2 1 1 2 1 .226
De La Cruz ss.......3 0 0 0 1 1 .250
Candelario 1b ......3 1 0 0 2 2 .220
Steer lf ................4 2 1 3 1 2 .227
Stephenson c ......3 1 0 0 0 0 .256
Espinal 3b............2 1 0 0 2 0 .191
Martini dh ...........3 1 0 1 0 2 .178
India 2b................3 1 3 4 1 0 .223
Hurtubise rf ........4 0 1 0 0 3 .222 
tOtALS 28 9 6 9 9 11 —

L.A. ................. 040 010 001 — 6 11 0
ciNciNNAti ... 300 060 00X — 9 6 0
LOb: Los Angeles 11, Cincinnati 7. hr: 
Smith (6), off Ashcraft; T.Hernández 
(12), off Suter; Steer (5), off Paxton; 
Fairchild (4), off Paxton; India (3), off 
Vesia. 
DODgerS iP h r er bbSO erA
Paxton................42/3 5 5 5 4 4 3.49
Ramírez ............... 0 0 3 3 1 0 13.5
Vesia ..................11/3 1 1 1 1 3 1.54
Grove ................... 1 0 0 0 2 2 5.81
E.Hernández ........ 1 0 0 0 1 2 5.59

reDS iP h r er bbSO erA
Ashcraft.............51/3 8 5 5 1 3 4.67
Moll......................2/3 0 0 0 0 0 3.86
Farmer ................. 1 1 0 0 1 0 2.19
Sims..................... 1 1 0 0 1 1 4.41
Suter .................... 1 1 1 1 0 1 4.13 

wP: Ashcraft (4-3); LP: Ramírez (0-1). 
inherited runners-scored: Ramírez 1-1, 
Vesia 3-3. hbP: Ashcraft 2 (T.Hernán-
dez,Taylor), Ramírez 2 (Stephen-
son,Martini), Sims (Freeman). wP: Ash-
craft. Pb: Smith (3). t: 2:56. A: 40,074
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JOE sARGENT/GETTY IMAGEs

Man of steel
Bailey Falter, sporting Pittsburgh’s City Connect threads, delivers a first-inning pitch against the Braves. 
The Pirates’ offense came ready to play, providing Falter an early five-run cushion in an eventual 11-5 win.

busCh stadium Clash 
is pOstpOnEd by rain

Friday night’s contest 
between the Cardinals 
and Cubs in st. Louis 
was shelved by rain and  
rescheduled as part of a 
doubleheader July 13.

pErsOnnEl dEpt.

astros: 1B Jose Abreu, 
whose  slump forced the 
team to option him to its 
spring training site, was 
assigned to Class AAA.

braves: Placed RHP AJ 
smith-shawver on the 
15-day injured list with a 
strained left oblique.

brewers: Promoted RHP 
Enoli Paredes from Class 
AAA Nashville.

Giants: struggling LHP 
Blake snell (0-3, 11.40 
ERA) was placed on the 
paternity list.

mets: RHP Kodai senga 
scrapped Friday’s bullpen 
session and received a 
cortisone shot in his 
ailing right shoulder. 

Orioles: RHP Dean 
Kremer became the 
second Baltimore starter 
to be sidelined in 
successive days when he 
was placed on the IL with 
a strained right triceps.

tOday

interleague scores

thUrSDAY’S reSULtS
at Philadelphia 5, Texas 2
at Oakland 10, Colorado 9 (11)

FriDAY’S reSULtS
at Washington 6, Seattle 1
Milwaukee 7, at Boston 2
N.Y. Yankees at San Diego, late

nl leaders
Entering Friday’s games.

bAttiNg
Ohtani, LA .......................................  .348
Arraez, SD .......................................  .341
Profar, SD ........................................ .337
Contreras, Mil .................................. .333
Betts, LA .........................................  .330
Bohm, Phi ........................................  .323
Díaz, Col ........................................... .320
Ozuna, Atl ........................................ .320
Turang, Mil ......................................  .310
Smith, LA ......................................... .301 

hOMe rUNS
Ozuna, Atl ........................................... 15
Ohtani, LA ..........................................  13
Harper, Phi .......................................... 12
Alonso, NY .......................................... 11
Hernández, LA .................................... 11
Walker, Ari .........................................  10
Marte, Ari ........................................... 10
7 tied ..................................................... 9 

rbi
Ozuna, Atl ........................................... 47
Bohm, Phi ...........................................  46
Contreras, Mil ..................................... 40
Harper, Phi .......................................... 37
Hernández, LA .................................... 37
Cronenworth, SD ................................ 34
Ohtani, LA ..........................................  34
Morel, Chi ...........................................  33   

erA
Imanaga, Chi .................................... 0.84
Suárez, Phi ....................................... 1.36
López, Atl ........................................  1.54
Assad, Chi ........................................ 1.70
Sale, Atl ........................................... 2.22
Hicks, SF .......................................... 2.38
Wheeler, Phi .................................... 2.53
Abbott, Cin ......................................  2.68

SAveS
Helsley, StL ........................................  15
Suarez, SD .......................................... 14
Finnegan, Was .................................... 13
Iglesias, Atl ........................................  12
Bednar, Pit .......................................... 10
Alvarado, Phi ........................................  9
Doval, SF ............................................... 8
Díaz, Cin ................................................ 8
Phillips, LA ...........................................  8

StrikeOUtS
Glasnow, LA .......................................  87
Wheeler, Phi ....................................... 76
Cease, SD ............................................ 73
Peralta, Mil ......................................... 71
Sale, Atl .............................................. 70
Jones, Pit ............................................ 68
Suárez, Phi .......................................... 68
King, SD .............................................. 67

nOtEs

East W l pCt Gb l10 str

x-New York 35 17 .673 — 8-2 W-2

x-Baltimore 30 18 .625 3 4-6 W-1

Boston 26 25 .510 81/2 5-5 L-1

Tampa Bay 25 27 .481 10 4-6 L-5

Toronto 23 27 .460 11 5-5 L-1

CEntral W l pCt Gb l10 str

x-Cleveland 33 17 .660 — 9-1 W-6

Kansas City 33 19 .635 1 8-2 W-7

Minnesota 27 23 .540 6 3-7 W-3

Detroit 24 27 .471 91/2 3-7 W-1

x-Chicago 15 36 .294 181/2 3-7 L-2

WEst W l pCt Gb l10 str

seattle 27 25 .519 — 4-6 L-3

Texas 24 28 .462 3 2-8 L-5

x-Houston 22 28 .440 4 7-3 L-1

x-Oakland 21 31 .404 6 2-8 W-1

x-Los Angeles 20 30 .400 6 5-5 W-1

x-Late game

East W l pCt Gb l10 str

x-Philadelphia 37 14 .725 — 9-1 W-6

Atlanta 29 19 .604 61/2 4-6 L-1

Washington 22 27 .449 14 3-7 W-1

New York 21 29 .420 151/2 2-8 L-4

x-Miami 17 34 .333 20 7-3 W-1

CEntral W l pCt Gb l10 str

Milwaukee 29 21 .580 — 5-5 W-1

Chicago 27 24 .529 21/2 3-7 L-2

st. Louis 23 26 .469 51/2 8-2 W-3

Pittsburgh 24 28 .462 6 5-5 W-1

Cincinnati 21 30 .412 81/2 4-6 W-1

WEst W l pCt Gb l10 str

Los Angeles 33 20 .623 — 5-5 L-3

x-san Diego 27 26 .509 6 5-5 W-2

san Francisco 26 26 .500 61/2 7-3 W-3

x-Arizona 24 26 .480 71/2 6-4 W-2

x-Colorado 16 33 .327 15 5-5 L-1

x-Late game

nationals 6, mariners 1
MAriNerS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Crawford ss ........4 1 2 1 0 1 .214
Moore 3b.............3 0 0 0 1 1 .242
Garver dh ............4 0 0 0 0 2 .179
Raleigh c .............4 0 1 0 0 0 .220
France 1b ............4 0 1 0 0 3 .237
Rodríguez cf .......4 0 0 0 0 0 .252
Haniger rf ...........3 0 1 0 0 0 .216
Polanco 2b ..........3 0 0 0 0 2 .188
Clase lf................2 0 0 0 0 1 .207
Canzone ph-lf .....1 0 0 0 0 0 .204 
tOtALS 32 1 5 1 1 10 —

NAtiONALS Ab r h bi bb SO Avg
Abrams ss...........4 1 2 0 0 0 .262
Rosario rf............4 1 1 1 0 0 .183
Meneses dh ........4 1 1 0 0 1 .234
García 2b.............4 1 1 3 0 1 .279
Winker lf.............3 1 0 0 1 2 .222
Ruiz c ..................3 1 2 2 0 0 .171
Senzel 3b ............3 0 1 0 0 0 .200
Gallo 1b...............3 0 0 0 0 0 .122
Young cf..............3 0 0 0 0 1 .268 
tOtALS 31 6 8 6 1 5 —

SeAttLe.......... 100 000 000 — 1 5 0
wAShiNgtON 000 302 01X — 6 8 0
LOb: Seattle 5, Washington 2. hr: 
Crawford (3), off Gore; García (5), off 
Kirby; Ruiz (3), off Kirby; Rosario (7), 
off Voth. rbi: Crawford (10), García 3 
(26), Ruiz 2 (10), Rosario (18). Sb: 
Moore 2 (8). cS: Abrams (4). 
MAriNerS iP h rerbb SONPerA
Kirby .................6 6 5 5 1 3 824.33
Snead ................1 1 0 0 0 0 105.79
Voth ..................1 1 1 1 0 2 203.98

NAtiONALS iP h rerbb SONPerA
Gore ..................7 4 1 1 1 8 983.04
Harvey...............1 0 0 0 0 0 102.52
Floro ..................1 1 0 0 0 2 120.36 

wP: Gore (3-4); LP: Kirby (4-5). t: 2:07. 
A: 23,789 (41,376). 

hOw theY ScOreD
MAriNerS FirSt
J.P. crawford homers. Dylan Moore 
strikes out swinging. Mitch Garver 
grounds out. Cal Raleigh flies out.
Mariners 1, Nationals 0
NAtiONALS FOUrth
CJ Abrams singles. Eddie Rosario flies 
out. Joey Meneses singles. CJ Abrams 
to second. Luis garcia homers, Joey Me-
neses scores, cJ Abrams scores. Jesse 
Winker called out on strikes. Keibert 
Ruiz singles. Nick Senzel singles. Keib-
ert Ruiz to third. Joey Gallo pops out.
Nationals 3, Mariners 1
NAtiONALS SiXth
Joey Meneses pops out. Luis Garcia 
grounds out. Jesse Winker walks. keib-
ert ruiz homers, Jesse winker scores. 
Nick Senzel lines out.
Nationals 5, Mariners 1
NAtiONALS eighth
eddie rosario homers. Joey Meneses 
lines out. Luis Garcia strikes out swing-
ing. Jesse Winker strikes out swinging.
Nationals 6, Mariners 1

al leaders
Entering Friday’s games.

bAttiNg
Perez, KC .........................................  .337
Peña, Hou ........................................  .326
Soto, NY ........................................... .312
Paredes, TB .....................................  .308
Witt, KC ........................................... .308
Rutschman, Bal ...............................  .299
Altuve, Hou .....................................  .291
Tucker, Hou .....................................  .288
Rooker, Oak .....................................  .286

hOMe rUNS
Tucker, Hou ........................................  17
Henderson, Bal ................................... 16
Judge, NY ............................................ 15
Soto, NY .............................................. 13
Stanton, NY ........................................ 12
Naylor, Cle ..........................................  12
García, Tex .......................................... 12
Ramírez, Cle .......................................  12 

rbi
Ramírez, Cle .......................................  45
Soto, NY .............................................. 41
Perez, KC ............................................  39
Tucker, Hou ........................................  36
García, Tex .......................................... 36
Judge, NY ............................................ 35
Henderson, Bal ................................... 35
Naylor, Cle ..........................................  34
Semien, Tex ........................................ 34  

erA
Lugo, KC ........................................... 1.79
Houck, Bos ....................................... 1.94
Gil, NY .............................................. 2.11
Olson, Det ........................................ 2.16
Crawford, Bos .................................. 2.17
Gray, Tex .......................................... 2.21
Skubal, Det ...................................... 2.25
Burnes, Bal ......................................  2.41

SAveS
Clase, Cle ............................................  15
Holmes, NY ......................................... 14
McArthur, KC ...................................... 11
Foley, Det ...........................................  10
Kimbrel, Bal ........................................ 10
Muñoz, Sea ......................................... 10
Miller, Oak ............................................ 9

StrikeOUtS
Flaherty, Det ......................................  81
Ragans, KC .......................................... 76
Crochet, Chi ........................................  74
Skubal, Det ......................................... 72
Gil, NY ................................................. 70
Castillo, Sea ........................................ 69
Ryan, Min ............................................ 64
Cortes, NY ..........................................  63
López, Min ..........................................  63  

Shop Post Special Products
Unique items showcasing the exclusive work of Post columnists, artists and photographers

National Parks Posters (set of 5)
$60 for the set; $20 each

Michelle Singletary’s
Money Milestones

$9.99

2024 Calendar
$10

2023 Dining Guides
$9.99 each

Memorable Page Reprints
$10 each

Purchase these items and discover more at

wapo.st/specials
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became a totally different dude.”
Jones, who is listed at 6-foot-1 

but jokes that he is 5-foot-4, said 
he regularly teases Skenes about 
how he, too, can throw 100. Their 
lockers are next to each other in 
the Pirates’ clubhouse, making it 
easy to notice that even with his 
hat on, Jones only rises to 
Skenes’s shoulder. They live to-
gether and goof around together, 
so much so that even two hours 
before Skenes started Thursday, 
they were locked in conversation.

“We have a pretty good idea of 
what we can do here,” said Jones, 
holding out a T-shirt that read 
“Allegheny Electric Company” 
and featured pictures of Jones 
and Skenes drawn in yellow on a 
black background. “We’re pretty 
excited.”

Now that they have seen what 
they can be in the majors, they 
have every reason to be. Jones 
said that after Skenes pitched 
four innings in his major league 
debut, he asked Jones a rather 
silly question.

“Are we going to be pitching 
back-to-back days for the rest of 
year?” Skenes asked.

“I think so — that’s how rota-
tions work,” Jones said.

“Wow,” said Skenes, who, hav-
ing faced big league hitters for 
the first time, was entirely un-
afraid to prognosticate.

“That’s going to be sick.”

Skenes, explaining that the odds 
of anyone getting four straight 
hits against him are not exactly 
high. So far, he is correct: In three 
major league starts, Skenes owns 
a 2.25 ErA, has struck out 21 in 16 
innings and has allowed a total of 
17 base runners.

The trouble is that Pittsburgh’s 
roster is not yet complete enough 
that Skenes’s arrival vaults the 
Pirates into immediate conten-
tion. In fact, the Pittsburgh bull-
pen collapsed when Skenes de-
parted Thursday, sending the 
team to its second straight back-
breaking loss and five games 
under .500.

But Skenes is not the only 
reason for optimism. The 
man who started Wednesday, a 
22-year-old rookie with a 100  -
mph fastball, seems capable of 
shaping a brighter Pirates future, 
too.

Jared Jones grew up knowing 
Skenes’s name as a kid in South-
ern California. When Jones need-
ed to warm up for a showcase in 
the summer of 2019, Skenes 
caught him. At the time, Skenes 
had yet to star at Air force as a 
two-way force, had yet to transfer 
to LSU to focus on pitching.

“He was always a catcher and 
pitcher first. He got to college, got 
really strong, and I think every-
thing took off from there,” Jones 
said. “And once he got to LSU, he 

23,000 or more to PNC Park six 
times this season. Two of those 
games were Skenes starts.

“Everybody is obviously going 
to expect him to go out there and 
dominate everybody,” Pirates 
catcher Joey Bart said. “He’ll 
probably do that. There’s a good 
chance he does. But it’s really 
hard for a kid who was pitching 
in the SEC tournament last year 
this time. I really like the way he’s 
composed himself. I’ve been im-
pressed.”

When the Pirates drafted 
Skenes last summer, his stuff was 
ready, his repertoire was growing 
and his maturity was unques-
tioned. The same could be said of 
few college pitchers in recent 
memory.

When he made his much-an-
ticipated debut  this month, com-
parisons to former Washington 
Nationals ace Stephen Strasburg 
were as inevitable as they were 
imperfect. Skenes, like Strasburg, 
was considered a can’t-miss col-
lege pitcher with big league pol-
ish by the time he entered the 
draft. Skenes, like Strasburg, 
moved through the minor 

trouble in the majors. “This kid’s 
really good, but we have to re-
spect that those are big league 
hitters up there who are really 
talented.”

Everything is relative for 
Skenes, whom the Pirates took 
first overall out of LSU less than a 
calendar year ago. At 21, he has 
already given the entire baseball 
world a reason to turn its eyes 
toward Pittsburgh every five 
days. The massive expectations 
he has earned seem like no prob-
lem for his 6-foot-6 frame to 
carry. He does not look like a 
player who needs to be coddled as 
he transitions to the majors. He 
looks like a player who just needs 
to be unleashed.

And while it is early, Skenes 
also resembles an ace of a differ-
ent era, a rare transformative 
starter whose presence on the 
mound alone draws crowds. 
Steamy Thursday afternoons in 
may are quiet at most ballparks 
around the country, but the Pi-
rates announced an attendance 
of 23,162. The team has drawn 

skeNes frOm D1

Polished and promising, 
Skenes is without a doubt

strikes,” martinez said. “When he 
throws strikes, his stuff is electric. 
When you get the ball over the 
plate and his misses are close, 
they’re going to swing and miss, 
swing and have weak contact. To-
night was the night that he did 
that.”

Eddie rosario led off the eighth 
with a solo shot to account for the 
final margin.

“Homers are fun,” Gore said. 
“We all love them. I’m sure you all 
love them, too.”

Notes: Outfielder Lane Thomas 
has begun playing full games in a 
rehab assignment with Class AA 
Harrisburg and is feeling better, 
albeit with a bit of soreness, marti-
nez said. Thomas has been out 

Unbelievable feeling. I haven’t 
done that in a long time, so it was a 
good day.”

Gore, too, had to find himself 
after Crawford smacked his sec-
ond pitch of the game, a 97-mph 
fastball in the middle of the zone, 
for a solo home run to left-center. 
But the left-hander settled in, 
painting the edges and dominat-
ing Seattle (27-25) with his curve-
ball. The mariners whiffed on 
more than half of their swings 
against his curveball. When he 
exited after the seventh, he gave 
ruiz a forceful high-five as he 
headed to the dugout.

“He sees what mitchell Parker 
does, what Jake [Irvin] does, and 
he understands he’s got to throw 

to stay up the middle and away has 
let me be able to see my breaking 
pitches better, stay back on them 
better.”

Washington (22-27) was plenty 
loose after that. Keibert ruiz, who 
has struggled and chased this sea-
son, worked a six-pitch at-bat in 
the sixth inning, didn’t swing at a 
pitch outside the zone and put a 
high sinker into the seats for a 
two-run homer and a 5-1 lead. It 
was his third long ball of the year 
and first since April 27.

“I was trying to eliminate move-
ment with my mechanics and try-
ing to be more calm, see more 
pitches,” ruiz said. “I know I can 
put the ball in play. It’s just how I 
hit it. I need hard contact. . . . 

Two batters later, Joey meneses 
singled on a sinker in the middle of 
the zone. And finally, Luis García 
Jr. stepped up to the plate and 
smacked a three-run homer to the 
opposite field, looking back to the 
dugout as he rounded first. He 
swung at the first pitch, a slider 
down the middle — the type of 
breaking ball martinez said a cou-
ple hours earlier that García had 
been crushing this season.

“It’s always a great feeling to be 
able to put the team ahead early,” 
García said through an interpret-
er. “I’m a fastball hitter, and I’m 
always trying to be ready on the 
fastball, but my approach of trying 

NatIoNaLs frOm D1

Nationals follow Martinez’s advice and top Mariners
JohN MCdoNNell/aSSoCiaTed PReSS

“It’s always a great feeling to be able to put the team ahead early,” said Luis García Jr., who hit a three-run homer in the fourth inning.

knocked off defending Class 3A 
state champion Damascus after a 
six-run outburst in the closing 
innings.

Huntingtown outscored its 
playoff opponents 33-6 heading 
into the title game, a run fueled by 
a team chemistry that senior Kel-
sie Bandelow said was fostered 
across the team’s dominant 
march through the regular sea-
son.

“We all came together instead 
of playing for ourselves,” Bande-
low said. “Especially in the play-
offs, our attitudes toward the 
game completely changed. . . . We 
flipped a switch.”

The Hurricanes plated their 
first run in the third when junior 
morgan Crawford singled and 
scored thanks to a pair of errors. 
freshman madisyn Williams 
added another with a towering 
home run in the fourth. The game 
was knotted at 2 in the fifth before 
the Tigers (24-0) pulled away.

The Hurricanes threatened 
late, but the clutch hit they need-
ed never came.

“We battled; we kept staying 
with them,” Johnson said. “We 
were just a hit or two away even in 
the last inning.”

BY NOAH FERGUSON

The Huntingtown softball 
team spent the spring on a quest 
to prove it deserved a place 
among maryland’s upper ech-
elon. The Hurricanes passed test 
after test en route to an appear-
ance in the 2A state champion-
ship game friday at the Univer-
sity of maryland. Waiting for 
them on the final stage was unde-
feated rising Sun, the reigning 
state champion.

The Hurricanes held their own 
against the Tigers but ultimately 
fell short, 4-2, as the champs 
pushed across a pair of late runs 
to retain their title.

“Obviously we’re all crushed 

we didn’t give, I thought, our best 
effort, but on a day like today, the 
stars don’t always align the way 
you expect them to,” said Hurri-
canes Coach mike Johnson, in his 
21st season at the helm of the 
program. “But I’m incredibly 
proud of this group. They battled 
all year to be considered as one of 
the best in the state, and I think 
they did that.”

The Hurricanes (18-4) were a 
work in progress early in the 
season as Johnson fiddled with 
his team’s lineup, looking to find 
the group best suited to lead a 
deep postseason run. By the time 
the playoffs rolled around, he had 
found the formula.

The players, a healthy mix of 
experienced seniors and talented 
freshmen, asserted themselves 
come playoff time. The Hurri-
canes waltzed their way to the 
state semifinals, where they 

MArylAnd 2A SoftBAll finAl

Hurricanes’ playoff run 
spoiled at the finish line

rising sun 4,
huntingtown 2

first by slapping a two-run triple 
into left field to grab a 2-1 
advantage. The Lancers (18-6) 
responded with a three-run fifth 
thanks to back-to-back doubles 
from maryland commit Gracie 
Wilson and sophomore Lilly 
Trunnell. meanwhile, Sher-
wood’s bats quieted.

The Warriors found their 
groove again in the sixth. A walk 
was followed by consecutive base 
hits, which loaded the bases for 
junior Jenna Scott, who deliv-
ered a two-run double to tie the 
game.

Both Corb and Wilson held 
their own in the seventh, and the 
game moved to extra innings. 
The Lancers plated a run in the 
top of the eighth, but Corb stayed 
calm at the plate with two run-
ners on in the bottom half. Her 
shot to right field scored both 
runners to finish off a dramatic 
rally.

Corb said she realized she had 
just won the game as she round-
ed second and the crowd erupt-
ed. She was then enveloped in an 
emotional hug by Barber-Strunk, 
who was standing along the third 
base line. After that, she sprinted 
to home plate where her team-
mates were awaiting her.

“I was just hoping that I could 
make contact on it and at least 
move one runner in. We were 
lucky enough to have fast play-
ers, and both of them got in,” 
Corb said. “It was great.”

ers mere minutes before Skenes’s 
outing Thursday.

And most noticeably, he seems 
to have no fear. In a recent 
interview, when asked about big 
league hitters adjusting to his 
stuff, Skenes said matter-of-fact-
ly: “Go ahead and adjust. Good 
luck.” Thursday, when asked 
about the fact that he struck out 
just three Giants, he said he knew 
San francisco would put the ball 
in play and just had to trust that 
the contact that even the best 
hitters in the world would make 
against him would be weak.

“I trust myself over pretty 
much anyone, any lineup,” said 

leagues quickly after being draft-
ed. Skenes, like Strasburg, had an 
elite fastball and untouchable 
secondary stuff, the kind of ar-
senal that seems likely to fail only 
if its owner is not healthy enough 
to wield it.

But Skenes, unlike the re-
served and reticent Strasburg, is 
a willing participant in stardom. 
He has worn a full suit to the 
ballpark on start days since his 
debut, a blossoming trademark 
of his big league routine. He has a 
famous girlfriend, gymnast and 
influencer Livvy Dunne, who 
posted a selfie in a Pirates hat for 
her 5.2 million Instagram follow-

ChaRleS Rex aRbogaST/aSSoCiaTed PReSS

Unlike stephen strasburg, who faced similarly steep expectations 
as a young pitcher, paul skenes is a willing participant in stardom. 

can defend and it leads to offense 
[that] quick, it benefited us.”

Bethune put the Spirit ahead in 
the 21st minute. Kate Wiesner, 
starting on the left wing instead 
of at her typical left back, sent a 
header toward Ouleymata Sarr. 
Sarr’s flicked pass landed near 
reign defender Lu Barnes, but 
Bethune picked it off and placed a 
18-yard, left-footed shot into the 
left corner.

Sarr sparked the Spirit’s sec-
ond goal, sending a long pass to 
rodman in the 38th minute. After 
her initial shot was saved, rod-
man was tripped by Seattle keep-
er Laurel Ivory and earned a pen-
alty. midfielder Andi Sullivan 
sent Ivory in the wrong direction 
for her second goal of the season.

Just before halftime, Sarr head-
ed in a cross from Bethune to put 
the Spirit up 3-0. The 28-year-old 
french striker has the third-most 
goals (six) in the NWSL.

The reign’s first goal came in 
first-half stoppage time on a 
header by Veronica Latsko. Play-
ing without leading scorer Betha-
ny Balcer (red card suspension), 
Seattle took eight of its 13 shots in 
the first half.

Washington maintained pos-
session and control but created 
few quality chances. Substitute 
forward Emeri Adames struck 
from distance for the reign’s sec-
ond goal in the sixth minute of 
stoppage time, but the final whis-
tle blew seconds after the restart.

“In that moment [of the open-
er], we weren’t a team yet because 
we had young players, new coach-
ing staff, so we were building 
that,” González said. “Now I think 
we are a team, with capital let-
ters.”

spIrIt frOm D1

Bethune is 
the spark as 
Spirit beats 
Reign, 3-2

since late April with a sprained 
medial collateral ligament in his 
left knee. martinez said the team 
will reevaluate him over the week-
end. . . . 

right-hander Josiah Gray will 
throw 30 to 35 pitches Saturday in 
his first live batting practice since 
straining the right flexor muscle 
near his forearm in early April. 
The Nationals are most focused on 
his command, particularly with 
his fastball; in his most recent 
bullpen session, 24 of his 30 pitch-
es were strikes. . . . 

Class AAA rochester outfielder 
James Wood was removed from 
the red Wings’ game in the fifth 
inning Thursday with right ham-
string tightness. Wood, one of the 
top prospects in baseball, was out 
of rochester’s lineup friday; mar-
tinez said the team took him out as 
a precautionary measure. . . . 

Lefty reliever Jose A. ferrer is 
up to 120 feet in his throwing 
program as he rehabs from a 
strain of his right teres major mus-
cle. martinez envisions ferrer 
could begin throwing from the 
mound soon. . . . 

right-hander Cade Cavalli is 
scheduled to throw again Satur-
day in florida. He made his first 
florida Complex League start last 
week, tossing 22/3 innings with five 
strikeouts.

nAtionAlS on deCk

vs. Seattle Mariners

Saturday 4:05 MaSN2

Sunday 1:35 MaSN2

at Atlanta Braves

Monday 4:10 MaSN2

Tuesday 7:20 MaSN2

Wednesday 7:20 MaSN2

Thursday 7:20 MaSN

at Cleveland Guardians

Friday 7:10 MaSN

June 1 4:10 MaSN

June 2 1:40 MaSN

Radio: WJFK (106.7 FM), 
WDCN (87.7 FM)
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BY NOAH FERGUSON

It’s not easy to step into Sher-
wood’s pitching circle, especially 
as an underclassman. There’s 
pressure in putting on the War-
riors’ blue and white uniform, a 
responsibility to uphold the stan-
dards of a seven-time state cham-
pion.

Sophomore pitcher reagan 
Corb didn’t let that pressure stop 
her from leading the Warriors to 
the title friday at the University 
of maryland. After pitching eight 
grueling innings against Lingan-
ore in the maryland Class 3A 
championship game, Corb 
stepped to the plate in the bot-
tom of the game’s first extra 
inning and delivered a two-run 
walk-off hit to right field that 
handed the Warriors a 6-5 win 

and their eighth state champion-
ship.

“I’ve never experienced any-
thing like that [moment],” Corb 
said. “That was just special, and 
that’s not something everyone 
can say they’ve done, and I’m 
glad that we were able to do it.”

Corb pitched a complete 
game, striking out four and al-
lowing seven hits while also 
going 3 for 3 at the plate. The 
sophomore, who earned the 
starting pitching role over two of 
her teammates during the regu-
lar season, dazzled in the team’s 
biggest moment of the year.

“I told [each of our pitchers] 
it’s going to be about who shows 
up,” Warriors Coach Ashley Bar-
ber-Strunk said. “reagan, she 
just outshined.”

Sherwood (20-1) didn’t need a 
senior-laden team to advance to 
friday’s state championship 
game. The Warriors fielded a 
young group that featured just 
one senior but entered the game 
hungry for another piece of hard-
ware.

Sophomore faith Goolsby got 
the Warriors on the board in the 

MArylAnd 3A SoftBAll finAl

Sophomore steals show 
for triumphant Warriors

sherwood 6,
linganore 5 (8)

Corb delivers walk-off hit 
after effort on mound
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BY EMMETT SIEGEL

Leonardtown was just a single 
out from glory, grasping on to a 
two-run lead in the seventh and 
final inning of Friday’s Maryland 
4A title game. Whitman had the 
tying run on base, with Raiders 
pitcher Will Buckler having is-
sued a walk and hit a batter in the 
inning. The tension in Waldorf ’s 
Regency Furniture Stadium con-
tinued to ascend.

But second-year Raiders 
Coach Austin Guy refused to give 
up on his belief in Buckler, who 
was just one out away from a 
complete-game shutout. He 
turned to his assistants in the 
dugout and made his position 
clear.

“This is his game to win or 
lose,” the coach said.

Buckler answered the call with 
a three-pitch strikeout, putting 
the finishing touches on Leonar-
dtown’s 2-0 victory over Whit-
man. The final pitch, an outside 
slurve, granted the Raiders (15-8) 
their first state championship 
since 1987.

“To start the state champion-
ship and throw all seven innings 
— a complete-game shutout — 
my whole baseball career led me 
to this,” Buckler said. “I will never 
forget this.”

Buckler, who allowed just two 
hits and struck out four, had a 
hand in every facet of the Raid-
ers’ win. He also effectively field-
ed his position — accounting for 
three assists plus a successful 
pickoff — and came through at 
the plate.

It took until the fourth inning 
for either team to push across a 

run, but Leonardtown’s first rally 
began when Buckler worked a 
walk with one out. Courtesy run-
ner Troy Jordan then stole second 
before coming around on a 
throwing error.

In the sixth inning, Buckler 
provided some crucial insurance 
for himself when he roped a line 
drive to left field that rolled to the 
wall to score a runner from first 
and double Leonardtown’s ad-
vantage over the Vikings (18-6). 
After time was called, Buckler 
turned to the swath of supporters 
behind the first-base dugout and 
excitedly galloped back to his 
teammates, howling with every 
step.

The senior was able to keep his 
pitch count low thanks in part to 
a calm demeanor and laser focus. 
He refused to let the pressure of 
the stage or the threat of the 
Vikings’ bats deny his team the 
title.

“I took it one inning at a time, 
one batter at a time. Every batter 
I saw, I thought, ‘That’s the last 
guy I have to pitch to,’ ” Buckler 
said. “I just kept throwing and 
throwing until the game was 
over.”

The Raiders started this sea-
son hot, then hit a cold spell, 
struggling to find consistency as 
their record dropped to 8-8. But 
their belief in the possibility of a 
championship never wavered. 
Any doubters only provided fuel.

When the final pitch was 
thrown Friday night, tears were 
shed and hugs were shared. 
Leonardtown’s season-long self-
belief was vindicated.

“It’s unbelievable. It’s the best 
feeling I’ve ever had in my entire 
life, and I pray everybody can 
have that feeling,” senior Hunter 
Lee said. “Southern Maryland 
baseball is the best in the state. 
. . . Never count us out again.”

MARyLANd 4A BASeBALL FiNAL

With a gritty complete-game shutout, Buckler ends Raiders’ 37-year drought
leonardtown 2,

whitman 0

Craig hudson for the Washington Post

Leonardtown Coach Austin Guy kept starter Will Buckler in after 
a shaky start to the seventh inning, and the senior rewarded him.

PRO FOOTBALL

united Football League
xfl w l t pct pf pa
y-St. Louis.........................6 2 0 .750 225 154
y-San Antonio...................6 2 0 .750 162 131
D.C.....................................3 5 0 .375 142 198
Arlington...........................1 7 0 .125 179 196 

usfl w l t pct pf pa
y-Birmingham...................8 0 0 1.000 236 143
y-Michigan ........................6 2 0 .750 183 147
Memphis ...........................1 7 0 .125 148 242
Houston ............................1 7 0 .125 124 188

y-Clinched playoff berth

wEEK 8
satuRDaY, maY 18
at Michigan 24, Memphis 18
at Birmingham 35, Houston 28
suNDaY, maY 19
at St. Louis 26, D.C.  21
at San Antonio 20, Arlington 15

wEEK 9
satuRDaY’s gamEs
St. Louis at Arlington, 12
Birmingham at San Antonio, 3
suNDaY’s gamEs
D.C. at Memphis, 2:30
Michigan at Houston, 2:30

WNBA
East w l pct gb
Connecticut ..................................4 0 1.000 —
New York......................................4 1 .800 1/2
Atlanta .........................................2 1 .667 11/2
Chicago .........................................2 1 .667 11/2
Washington..................................0 5 .000 41/2
x-Indiana ......................................0 5 .000 41/2

wEst w l pct gb
Phoenix.........................................3 1 .750 —
Las Vegas .....................................2 1 .667 1/2
Minnesota ....................................2 1 .667 1/2
Seattle..........................................2 3 .400 11/2
x-Los Angeles...............................1 2 .333 11/2
Dallas............................................1 2 .333 11/2

x-Late game

tHuRsDaY’s REsults
Phoenix 83, Washington 80
Chicago 90, New York 81
Connecticut 83, Minnesota 82 (OT)

fRIDaY’s REsult
Indiana at Los Angeles, late

satuRDaY’s gamEs
Washington at Seattle, 9
New York at Minnesota, 1
Connecticut at Chicago, 8
Indiana at Las Vegas, 9
Dallas at Phoenix, 10

suNDaY’s gamEs
Minnesota at Atlanta, 6
Dallas at Los Angeles, 9

mONDaY’s gamEs
No games scheduled.

Mercury 83, Mystics 80
Late Thursday
washington ........................  20 20 16 24 — 80
phoenix ...............................  22 21 27 13 — 83

wasHINgtON mIN fg ft O-t a pf pts
Austin 20:04 3-11 5-6 1-4 0 3 11
Samuelson 24:55 1-7 0-0 0-1 2 3 3
Dolson 14:19 3-3 0-0 0-2 0 4 9
Atkins 31:13 6-11 2-2 4-5 4 4 16
Vanloo 26:36 5-11 0-0 0-7 4 3 15
Walker-Kimbrough 27:53 4-9 1-1 0-5 3 1 11
Edwards 18:22 1-6 2-4 1-4 1 2 4
Hines-Allen 17:14 3-5 1-1 0-3 5 0 7
Richards 12:05 1-4 0-0 2-3 1 1 2
Melbourne 7:15 0-3 2-2 1-2 1 0 2
tOtals 200 27-70 13-16 9-36 21 21 80 

percentages: FG .386, FT .813. 3-point goals: 13-36, .361 
(Vanloo 5-10, Dolson 3-3, Atkins 2-6, Walker-Kimbrough 
2-6, Samuelson 1-7, Edwards 0-1, Melbourne 0-1, 
Hines-Allen 0-2). team Rebounds: 6. team turnovers: 
None. blocked shots: 1 (Walker-Kimbrough). turnovers: 
17 (Edwards 5, Vanloo 4, Atkins 3, Austin 2, Dolson 2, 
Richards). steals: 7 (Walker-Kimbrough 2, Atkins, Dol-
son, Hines-Allen, Melbourne, Samuelson). technical 
fouls: None. 

pHOENIx mIN fg ft O-t a pf pts
Allen 24:03 0-3 0-0 1-2 1 0 0
Copper 28:13 7-17 3-3 1-5 2 4 20
Mack 18:38 2-3 2-2 1-9 2 1 6
Cloud 36:00 3-6 8-10 1-5 10 4 14
Taurasi 29:19 7-13 4-5 0-6 1 1 20
Cunningham 29:51 4-8 2-2 0-2 1 5 13
Dixon 10:37 0-1 0-0 0-3 0 1 0
Bertsch 9:34 1-3 2-2 0-0 0 1 5
Sutton 9:19 0-3 0-0 0-2 3 1 0
Herbert Harrigan 4:23 2-3 0-0 0-0 0 1 5
tOtals 200 26-6021-24 4-34 20 19 83 

percentages: FG .433, FT .875. 3-point goals: 10-33, .303 
(Cunningham 3-7, Copper 3-9, Taurasi 2-7, Bertsch 1-2, 
Herbert Harrigan 1-2, Sutton 0-1, Cloud 0-2, Allen 0-3). 
team Rebounds: 7. team turnovers: 1. blocked shots: 4 
(Dixon 2, Mack 2). turnovers: 16 (Cloud 8, Bertsch 2, 
Cunningham 2, Copper, Dixon, Herbert Harrigan, Taura-
si). steals: 9 (Cloud 3, Cunningham 2, Copper, Dixon, 
Mack, Sutton). technical fouls: Copper, 9:17 third. 

hOCkey

Stanley Cup playoffs
fIRst ROuND
Best of seven

EastERN cONfERENcE
RaNgERs ElImINatED capItals, 4-0
Game 1: at New York 4, Washington 1
Game 2:  at New York 4, Washington 3
Game 3: New York 3, at Washington 1
Game 4:  New York 4, Washington 2
HuRRIcaNEs ElImINatED IslaNDERs, 4-1
Game 1:  at Carolina 3, New York 1
Game 2: at Carolina 5, New York 3
Game 3: Carolina 3, at New York 2
Game 4:  at New York 3, Carolina 2 (2OT)
Game 5: at Carolina 6, New York 3
paNtHERs ElImINatED lIgHtNINg, 4-1
Game 1: at Florida 3, Tampa Bay 2
Game 2: at Florida 3, Tampa Bay 2
Game 3: Florida 5, at Tampa Bay 3
Game 4:  at Tampa Bay 6, Florida 3
Game 5: at Florida 6, Tampa Bay 1
bRuINs ElImINatED maplE lEafs, 4-3
Game 1: at Boston 5,  Toronto 1
Game 2: Toronto 3, at Boston 2
Game 3: Boston 4 at Toronto 2
Game 4:  Boston 3,  at Toronto 1
Game 5: Toronto 2, at Boston 1 (OT)
Game 6: at Toronto 2, Boston 1
Game 7: at Boston 2, Toronto 1 (OT)

wEstERN cONfERENcE
aValaNcHE ElImINatED JEts, 4-1
Game 1: at Winnipeg 7, Colorado 6
Game 2: Colorado 5 at Winnipeg 2
Game 3: at Colorado 6, Winnipeg 2
Game 4: at Colorado 5, Winnipeg 1
Game 5: Colorado 6, at Winnipeg 3
OIlERs ElImINatED KINgs, 4-1
Game 1: at Edmonton 7, Los Angeles 4
Game 2: Los Angeles 5, at Edmonton 4 (OT)
Game 3: Edmonton 6,  at Los Angeles 1
Game 4:  Edmonton 1,  at Los Angeles 0
Game 5: at Edmonton 4, Los Angeles 3
caNucKs ElImINatED pREDatORs, 4-2
Game 1: at Vancouver 4, Nashville 2
Game 2: Nashville 4 at Vancouver 1
Game 3: Vancouver 2, at Nashville 1
Game 4:  Vancouver 4,  at Nashville 3 (OT)
Game 5: Nashville 2, at Vancouver 1
Game 6: Vancouver 1, at Nashville 0
staRs ElImINatED gOlDEN KNIgHts, 4-3
Game 1: Vegas 4,  at Dallas 3
Game 2: Vegas 3, at Dallas 1
Game 3:  Dallas 3,  at Vegas 2
Game 4:  Dallas 4, at Vegas 2
Game 5: at Dallas 3, Vegas 2
Game 6: at Vegas 2, Dallas 0
Game 7: at Dallas 2, Vegas 1

sEcOND ROuND
Best of seven

EastERN cONfERENcE
RaNgERs ElImINatED HuRRIcaNEs, 4-2
Game 1: at New York 4, Carolina 3
Game 2: at New York 4, Carolina 3 (2OT)
Game 3: New York 3, at Carolina 2 (OT)
Game 4: at Carolina 4, New York 3
Game 5: Carolina 4, at New York 1
Game 6: New York 5, at Carolina 3
paNtHERs ElImINatED bRuINs, 4-2
Game 1: Boston 5, at Florida 1
Game 2: at Florida 6, Boston 1
Game 3: Florida 6, at Boston 2
Game 4: Florida 3 at Boston 2
Game 5: Boston 2, at Florida 1
Game 6: Florida 2, at Boston 1

wEstERN cONfERENcE
staRs ElImINatED aValaNcHE, 4-2
Game 1: Colorado 4, at Dallas 3 (OT)
Game 2: at Dallas 5, Colorado 4
Game 3: Dallas 4, at Colorado 1
Game 4: Dallas 5, at Colorado 1
Game 5: Colorado 5, at Dallas 3
Game 6: Dallas 2, at Colorado 1 (2OT)
OIlERs ElImINatED caNucKs, 4-3
Game 1: at Vancouver 5, Edmonton 4
Game 2: Edmonton 4, at Vancouver 3 (OT)
Game 3: Vancouver 4, at Edmonton 3
Game 4: at Edmonton 3, Vancouver  2
Game 5: at Vancouver 3, Edmonton 2
Game 6: at Edmonton 5, Vancouver 1
Game 7: Edmonton 3, at Vancouver 2

cONfERENcE fINals
Best of seven; x-If necessary

EastERN cONfERENcE
sERIEs tIED, 1-1
Game 1: Florida 3, at N.Y. Rangers 0
Game 2: at N.Y. Rangers 2, Florida 1 (OT)
Sunday’s game: N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 3
Tuesday’s game: N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 8
x-Thursday, May 30: Florida at N.Y. Rangers, TBA
x-Saturday, June 1: N.Y. Rangers at Florida, TBA
x-Monday, June 3: Florida at N.Y. Rangers, TBA

wEstERN cONfERENcE
OIlERs lEaD staRs, 1-0
Game 1: Edmonton 3, at Dallas 2 (2OT)
Saturday’s game: Edmonton at Dallas, 8
Monday’s game: Dallas at Edmonton, 8:30
Wednesday, May 29: Dallas at Edmonton, 8:30
x-Friday, May 31: Edmonton at Dallas, TBA
x-Sunday, June 2: Dallas at Edmonton, TBA
x-Tuesday, June 4: Edmonton at Dallas, TBA

Oilers 3, Stars 2 (2OT)
Late Thursday
EDmONtON .................  0 2 0 0 1 — 3
Dallas ........................  0 1 1 0 0 — 2 

sEcOND pERIOD
scoring: 1, Edmonton, Draisaitl 9 (Hyman, Kulak), 0:58. 
2, Edmonton, Hyman 12 (McDavid), 4:17. 3, Dallas, 
Seguin 4 (Benn), 6:11. 

tHIRD pERIOD
scoring: 4, Dallas, Seguin 5 (Dadonov, Robertson), 16:37. 

OVERtImE
Overtime(2)_5, Edmonton, McDavid 3 (Bouchard, Nu-
gent-Hopkins), 0:32. 

sHOts ON gOal
EDmONtON ................  3 14 12 8 1 — 38
Dallas .......................  7 10 7 9 0 — 33
power-play opportunities: Edmonton 0 of 1; Dallas 0 of 5. 
goalies: Edmonton, Skinner 7-3-0 (33 shots-31 saves). 
Dallas, Oettinger 8-5-0 (38-35). a: 18,532 (18,532). t: 
3:35. 

SOCCeR

MLS
East w l t pts gf ga
Inter Miami CF ..................9 2 4 31 36 20
Cincinnati ..........................9 2 3 30 19 11
New York City FC ..............7 5 2 23 18 16
New York...........................6 3 5 23 25 21
Toronto FC ........................7 6 1 22 21 20
Charlotte FC ......................6 5 3 21 14 13
Columbus ..........................5 2 6 21 19 13
Philadelphia ......................4 4 5 17 25 21
D.C. United ........................4 5 5 17 20 24
Orlando City ......................4 5 4 16 15 20
Nashville ...........................3 4 6 15 17 20
Atlanta..............................3 6 4 13 17 16
CF Montreal ......................3 7 3 12 17 31
Chicago..............................2 8 4 10 13 26
New England.....................2 9 1 7 9 25 

wEst w l t pts gf ga
Real Salt Lake ...................8 2 4 28 27 14
Minnesota United .............7 2 3 24 21 14
Austin FC ..........................6 4 4 22 19 17
LA Galaxy ..........................5 2 7 22 25 21
Los Angeles FC..................6 4 3 21 24 19
Colorado ............................6 5 3 21 24 23
Vancouver .........................5 4 4 19 19 15
Houston ............................5 5 3 18 12 13
St. Louis City SC ...............3 3 7 16 19 20
Seattle ..............................3 6 5 14 16 17
Portland ............................3 7 4 13 26 29
FC Dallas ...........................3 6 3 12 13 17
Sporting KC.......................2 6 5 11 21 24
San Jose............................3 10 1 10 22 33 

satuRDaY’s REsults
at Miami 1, D.C. United 0
Atlanta 1, at Nashville 1
LA Galaxy 0, at Charlotte FC 0
at Cincinnati 3, St. Louis City SC 1
at New York City FC 2, New York 1
Philadelphia 3, at New England 0
at Toronto FC 5, CF Montreal 1
at Austin FC 3, Sporting KC 2
Columbus 3, at Chicago 1
FC Dallas 1, at Houston 1
at Minnesota 2, Portland 1
at Real Salt Lake 5, Colorado 3
Orlando City 1, at San Jose 0
Vancouver 1, at Seattle 1

satuRDaY’s matcHEs
Chicago at D.C. United, 7:30
Los Angeles FC at Atlanta, 7:30
Philadelphia at Charlotte FC, 7:30
Nashville at CF Montreal, 7:30
New York City FC at New England, 7:30
Columbus at Orlando City, 7:30
Cincinnati at Toronto FC, 7:30
Real Salt Lake at FC Dallas, 8:30
Seattle at St. Louis City SC, 8:30
Minnesota at Colorado, 9:30
Miami at Vancouver, 10:30
Houston at LA Galaxy, 10:30
Sporting KC at Portland, 10:30
Austin FC at San Jose, 10:30

wEDNEsDaY’s matcHEs
D.C. United at CF Montreal, 7:30
Nashville at Cincinnati, 7:30
Atlanta at Miami, 7:30
Charlotte FC at New York, 7:30
Toronto FC at Philadelphia, 7:30
Portland at Austin FC, 8:30
Orlando City at Chicago, 8:30
Colorado at Houston, 8:30
Vancouver at Sporting KC, 8:30
FC Dallas at LA Galaxy, 10:30
Real Salt Lake at Seattle, 10:30
Minnesota at Los Angeles FC, 10:45
New England at Columbus ppd.

NWSL
w l t pts gf ga

Orlando .............................8 0 3 27 20 10
Washington ......................8 3 0 24 25 16
Kansas City .......................6 0 4 22 25 15
Portland ............................6 4 1 19 24 16
Chicago..............................5 4 1 16 15 14
x-Gotham FC .....................4 2 3 15 8 7
North Carolina...................5 6 0 15 13 14
San Diego ..........................3 4 3 12 9 9
Houston ............................3 5 3 12 11 18
Angel City .........................3 5 2 11 11 16
Louisville...........................1 2 6 9 14 12
x-Bay FC ............................3 7 0 9 15 21
Seattle ..............................2 8 1 7 11 20
Utah ..................................1 8 1 4 6 19 

x-Late match

fRIDaY, maY 17
Portland 2, at Houston 0
at North Carolina 1, Utah 0
at Bay FC 2, San Diego 1

satuRDaY, maY 18
at Washington 4, Angel City 2
Louisville 3, at Kansas City 3

suNDaY, maY 19
at Gotham FC 2, Chicago 1
Orlando 3, at Seattle 2

tHuRsDaY’s REsult
San Diego 0, at Angel City 0

fRIDaY’s REsults
at Washington 3, Seattle 2
at Orlando 2, Portland 1
at Houston 3, North Carolina 0
Gotham FC at Bay FC, late

satuRDaY’s matcHEs
Louisville at Chicago, 7:30
Kansas City at Utah, 10

fRIDaY, JuNE 7
Houston at Louisville, 8
Orlando at San Diego, 10

COLLeGe SOFTBALL

NCAA super regionals
Best of three; x-If necessary
Host school is home team for Game 1; visiting school is 
home team for Game 2; coin flip determines home team 
for Game 3.

tExas a&m lEaDs tExas, 1-0
IN austIN
Game 1: Texas A&M 6, Texas 5
Saturday's game: Texas vs. Texas A&M, 6
x-Sunday's game: Texas vs. Texas A&M, TBA

staNfORD Vs. lsu — IN staNfORD, calIf.
Game 1: Stanford  vs.  LSU, late
Saturday's game: Stanford vs. LSU, 9
x-Sunday's game: Stanford vs. LSU, TBA

OKlaHOma statE lEaDs aRIzONa, 1-0
IN stIllwatER, OKla.
Game 1: Oklahoma State 8, Arizona 0
Saturday's game: Oklahoma State vs. Arizona, 7
x-Sunday's game: Oklahoma State vs. Arizona, TBA

flORIDa lEaDs baYlOR, 1-0
IN gaINsVIllE, fla.
Game 1: Florida 4,  Baylor 2
Saturday's game: Florida vs. Baylor, 11 a.m.
x-Sunday's game: Florida vs. Baylor, TBA

tENNEssEE lEaDs alabama, 1-0
IN KNOxVIllE, tENN.
Game 1: Tennessee 3, Alabama 2
Saturday's game: Tennessee vs. Alabama, 3
x-Sunday's game: Tennessee vs. Alabama, TBA

ucla lEaDs gEORgIa, 1-0
IN lOs aNgElEs
Game 1: UCLA 8, Georgia 0
Game 2: UCLA vs. Georgia, 10
x-Saturday's game: UCLA vs. Georgia, TBA

DuKE lEaDs mIssOuRI, 1-0
IN cOlumbIa, mO.
Game 1: Duke 6, Missouri  3
Saturday's game: Missouri vs. Duke, 1
x-Sunday's game: Missouri vs. Duke, TBA

OKlaHOma ElImINatED flORIDa statE, 2-0 
IN NORmaN, OKla.
Game 1: Oklahoma   11, Florida State 3 (5)
Game 2: Oklahoma 4, Florida State 2

COLLeGe LACROSSe

NCAA men’s tournament
plaY-IN gamE
wEDNEsDaY, maY 8
at Albany 13, Sacred Heart 7

fIRst ROuND
satuRDaY, maY 11
at Virginia 17, St. Joseph’s 11
at Duke 19, Utah 7
at Denver 16, Michigan 11
at Maryland 16, Princeton 8
suNDaY, maY 12
at Johns Hopkins 13, Lehigh 10
at Georgetown 12, Penn State 8
at Notre Dame 14, Albany 9
at Syracuse 20, Towson 15

quaRtERfINals
satuRDaY, maY 18
at JamEs m. sHuaRt staDIum 
IN HEmpstEaD, N.Y.
Notre Dame 16, Georgetown 11
Maryland 14, Duke 11

suNDaY, maY 19
at uNItas staDIum IN tOwsON, mD.
Denver 10, Syracuse 8
Virginia 11, Johns Hopkins 10 (2OT)

sEmIfINals
at lINcOlN fINaNcIal fIElD 
IN pHIlaDElpHIa
satuRDaY’s gamEs
Denver vs. Notre Dame, noon, ESPN2
Virginia vs. Maryland, 2:30, ESPN2

fINal
at lINcOlN fINaNcIal fIElD
mONDaY’s gamE
TBD, 1, ESPN

NCAA women’s tournament
fIRst ROuND
fRIDaY, maY 10
Maryland 17, Robert Morris 1
Notre Dame 24, Coastal Carolina 6
Penn 16, Richmond 5
Yale 17, Binghamton 4
Stony Brook 19, Niagara  7
Virginia 21, Long Island  6
James Madison 14, Penn State 13
 Denver 13, Stanford 12
Johns Hopkins 11, Fairfield 5
Loyola (Md.) 16, Duke 11
Michigan 17, Mercer  6
Princeton 14, Drexel  9
Florida 17, North Carolina 8

sEcOND ROuND
suNDaY, maY 12
Michigan 15,  at Notre Dame 14
at Boston College 21, Princeton 16
at Maryland 17, James Madison 7
at Penn 12, Loyala (Md.) 9
Florida 13, at Virginia 8
at Northwestern 17, Denver 4
at Syracuse 15, Stony Brook 10
at Yale 9, Johns Hopkins 7

quaRtERfINals
tHuRsDaY, maY 16
Florida 15, at Maryland 9
at Syracuse 19, Yale 9
at Boston College 14, Michigan 9
at Northwestern 20, Penn 7

sEmIfINals
at waKEmED sOccER paRK —  IN caRY, N.c.
fRIDaY’s REsults
Northwestern 15, Florida 11
Boston College 10, Syracuse 7

fINal
at waKEmED sOccER paRK
suNDaY’s gamE
Northwestern vs. Boston College, noon, ESPN

GOLF

PGA Tour
cHaRlEs scHwab cHallENgE 
At Colonial Country Club; in Fort Worth
purse: $9.1 million
Yardage: 7,289; par: 70 

sEcOND ROuND
Davis Riley ......................................... 66 64 — 130 -10
Hayden Buckley .................................. 67 65 — 132 -8
Pierceson Coody ................................. 67 65 — 132 -8
Keegan Bradley .................................. 68 66 — 134 -6
Sungjae Im ......................................... 70 64 — 134 -6
Sepp Straka ........................................ 68 66 — 134 -6
Tony Finau .......................................... 66 69 — 135 -5
Ryan Fox ............................................. 68 67 — 135 -5
Brian Harman ..................................... 66 69 — 135 -5
Robby Shelton .................................... 67 68 — 135 -5
Kevin Tway ......................................... 69 66 — 135 -5
Denny McCarthy ................................. 70 66 — 136 -4
Webb Simpson ................................... 69 67 — 136 -4
Gary Woodland ................................... 72 64 — 136 -4
Seonghyeon Kim ................................ 66 71 — 137 -3
Tom Kim ............................................. 69 68 — 137 -3
Matt Kuchar ....................................... 68 69 — 137 -3
Min Woo Lee ...................................... 69 68 — 137 -3
Ryan Moore ........................................ 69 68 — 137 -3
Collin Morikawa ................................. 68 69 — 137 -3
Matthew NeSmith ............................. 69 68 — 137 -3
J.T. Poston ......................................... 68 69 — 137 -3
Scottie Scheffler ................................ 72 65 — 137 -3
Adam Scott ........................................ 69 68 — 137 -3
Zach Johnson ..................................... 68 70 — 138 -2
Jordan Spieth ..................................... 71 67 — 138 -2
Brendon Todd ..................................... 68 70 — 138 -2
Alejandro Tosti .................................. 69 69 — 138 -2
Kevin Yu ............................................. 69 69 — 138 -2
Daniel Berger ..................................... 69 70 — 139 -1
Joseph Bramlett ................................ 69 70 — 139 -1
Cameron Davis ................................... 69 70 — 139 -1
Rickie Fowler ...................................... 70 69 — 139 -1
Lucas Glover ....................................... 69 70 — 139 -1
Martin Laird ....................................... 66 73 — 139 -1
Kyoung-Hoon Lee ............................... 71 68 — 139 -1
David Lipsky ....................................... 70 69 — 139 -1
Ben Martin ......................................... 69 70 — 139 -1
Keith Mitchell .................................... 72 67 — 139 -1
C.T. Pan .............................................. 69 70 — 139 -1
Chandler Phillips ................................ 70 69 — 139 -1
Patrick Rodgers .................................. 72 67 — 139 -1
Christiaan Bezuidenhout ................... 68 72 — 140 E
Joel Dahmen ....................................... 70 70 — 140 E
Thomas Detry ..................................... 69 71 — 140 E
Tyler Duncan ...................................... 71 69 — 140 E
Doug Ghim .......................................... 69 71 — 140 E
Charley Hoffman ................................ 65 75 — 140 E
Tom Hoge ........................................... 71 69 — 140 E
Billy Horschel ..................................... 69 71 — 140 E
Davis Thompson ................................. 70 70 — 140 E
Peter Malnati ..................................... 72 69 — 141 +1
Mac Meissner ..................................... 71 70 — 141 +1
Victor Perez ........................................ 70 71 — 141 +1
Justin Rose ........................................ 70 71 — 141 +1
Austin Smotherman .......................... 72 69 — 141 +1
Kevin Streelman ................................ 71 70 — 141 +1
Adam Svensson ................................. 70 71 — 141 +1
Callum Tarren ..................................... 67 74 — 141 +1
Parker Coody ...................................... 70 72 — 142 +2
Emiliano Grillo .................................... 74 68 — 142 +2
Nick Hardy .......................................... 72 70 — 142 +2
Lee Hodges ......................................... 72 70 — 142 +2
Mark Hubbard .................................... 71 71 — 142 +2
Si Woo Kim ......................................... 71 71 — 142 +2
Kevin Kisner ....................................... 71 71 — 142 +2
Maverick McNealy ............................. 70 72 — 142 +2
Troy Merritt ....................................... 70 72 — 142 +2
Vincent Norrman ................................ 72 70 — 142 +2
Aaron Rai ............................................ 71 71 — 142 +2
Ben Silverman .................................... 69 73 — 142 +2
Grayson Murray ............................... 68 WD
Adam Schenk ................................... 75 WD
Alex Smalley .................................... 78 WD

mIssED cut
Eric Cole .............................................  72 71 — 143 +3
Nicolas Echavarria .............................  70 73 — 143 +3
Harris English ....................................  69 74 — 143 +3
Ben Griffin ..........................................  71 72 — 143 +3
Ryo Hisatsune ....................................  74 69 — 143 +3
Beau Hossler ......................................  72 71 — 143 +3
Chan Kim ............................................  73 70 — 143 +3
Nate Lashley ......................................  72 71 — 143 +3
Andrew Novak ...................................  73 70 — 143 +3
Greyson Sigg ......................................  75 68 — 143 +3
Brandt Snedeker ................................  69 74 — 143 +3
Sam Stevens ......................................  74 69 — 143 +3
Justin Suh ..........................................  72 71 — 143 +3
Brandon Wu .......................................  72 71 — 143 +3
Tyson Alexander ................................  71 73 — 144 +4
Wesley Bryan .....................................  71 73 — 144 +4
Austin Eckroat ...................................  72 72 — 144 +4
Michael Kim .......................................  74 70 — 144 +4
Ben Kohles .........................................  73 71 — 144 +4
Luke List .............................................  70 74 — 144 +4
Robert Macintyre ...............................  70 74 — 144 +4
Taylor Moore ......................................  69 75 — 144 +4
Sam Ryder ..........................................  73 71 — 144 +4
Rory Sabbatini ...................................  74 70 — 144 +4
Jimmy Stanger ...................................  75 69 — 144 +4
Sami Valimaki ....................................  70 74 — 144 +4
Camilo Villegas ..................................  72 72 — 144 +4
Tom Whitney .....................................  73 71 — 144 +4
Akshay Bhatia ....................................  73 72 — 145 +5
Jorge Campillo ...................................  73 72 — 145 +5
Rafael Campos ...................................  73 72 — 145 +5
Chesson Hadley ..................................  74 71 — 145 +5
Chris Kirk ............................................  71 74 — 145 +5
J.J. Spaun ...........................................  74 71 — 145 +5
Hayden Springer ................................  69 76 — 145 +5
Dylan Wu ............................................  72 73 — 145 +5
Michael Block .....................................  72 74 — 146 +6
Chris Gotterup ...................................  76 70 — 146 +6
Max Greyserman ................................  73 73 — 146 +6
Justin Lower ......................................  71 75 — 146 +6
Andrew Putnam .................................  75 71 — 146 +6
Chad Ramey .......................................  75 71 — 146 +6
Chez Reavie ........................................  73 73 — 146 +6
Matti Schmid .....................................  75 71 — 146 +6
Martin Trainer ....................................  69 77 — 146 +6
Zac Blair .............................................  74 73 — 147 +7
Max Homa ..........................................  78 69 — 147 +7
Ryan Palmer .......................................  69 78 — 147 +7
David Skinns ......................................  76 71 — 147 +7
Carson Young .....................................  72 75 — 147 +7
Carl Yuan ............................................  73 74 — 147 +7
Harry Hall ...........................................  75 73 — 148 +8
Garrick Higgo .....................................  73 75 — 148 +8
Nicolai Hojgaard .................................  71 77 — 148 +8
Jimmy Walker ....................................  73 75 — 148 +8
Erik Barnes .........................................  76 73 — 149 +9
Ben Taylor ..........................................  74 76 — 150 +10
Paul Haley ..........................................  82 72 — 154 +14

World Golf Ranking
Through Monday.

1........................ Scottie Scheffler 14.71
2...................... Xander Schauffele 8.66
3............................... Rory McIlroy 8.20
4.......................... Wyndham Clark 6.21
5............................Viktor Hovland 5.78
6...............................Ludvig Aberg 5.59
7.................................... Jon Rahm 5.58
8........................... Patrick Cantlay 4.60
9..........................Collin Morikawa 4.28
10.................................Max Homa 4.10
11............................Brian Harman 4.08
12........................Sahith Theegala 4.02
13....................Tommy Fleetwood 3.95
14................... Hideki Matsuyama 3.56
15....................... Matt Fitzpatrick 3.52
16..........................Russell Henley 3.45
17........................ Cameron Young 3.36
18........................... Tyrrell Hatton 3.31
19..................................Jason Day 3.20
20.........................Keegan Bradley 3.11
21........................Matthieu Pavon 2.96

AuTO RACiNG

NASCAR Cup Series 
pOINts lEaDERs
Through Monday.
1. Kyle Larson, 486.
2. Martin Truex Jr, 456.
3. Denny Hamlin, 447.
4. Chase Elliott, 437.
5. William Byron, 400.
6. Tyler Reddick, 396.
7. Ty Gibbs, 390.
8. Ryan Blaney, 371.
9. Alex Bowman, 365.
10. Ross Chastain, 358.
11. Brad Keselowski, 344.
12. Chris Buescher, 331.
13. Kyle Busch, 324.
14. Chase Briscoe, 322.

PRO BASkeTBALL

NBA playoffs
fIRst ROuND
Best of seven

EastERN cONfERENcE
cEltIcs ElImINatED  HEat, 4-1
Game 1: at Boston 114, Miami 94
Game 2: Miami 111, at Boston 101
Game 3: Boston 104, at Miami 84
Game 4: Boston 102, at Miami 88
Game 5: at Boston 118, Miami 84
KNIcKs ElImINatED 76ERs, 4-2
Game 1: at New York 111, Philadelphia 104
Game 2: at New York 104, Philadelphia 101
Game 3: at Philadelphia 125, New York 114
Game 4: New York 97, at Philadelphia 92
Game 5: Philadelphia 112, at New York 106 (OT)
Game 6: New York 118, at Philadelphia 115
pacERs ElImINatED  bucKs, 4-2
Game 1: at Milwaukee 109, Indiana 94
Game 2: Indiana 125, at Milwaukee 108
Game 3: at Indiana 121, Milwaukee 119 (OT)
Game 4: at Indiana 126, Milwaukee 113
Game 5: at Milwaukee 115, Indiana 92
Game 6: at Indiana 120, Milwaukee 98
caValIERs ElImINatED magIc, 4-3
Game 1: at Cleveland 97, Orlando 83
Game 2: at Cleveland 96, Orlando 86
Game 3: at Orlando 121, Cleveland 83
Game 4: at Orlando 112, Cleveland 89
Game 5: at Cleveland 104, Orlando 103
Game 6: at Orlando 103, Cleveland 96
Game 7: at Cleveland 106, Orlando 94

wEstERN cONfERENcE
tHuNDER ElImINatED pElIcaNs, 4-0
Game 1: at Oklahoma City 94, New Orleans 92
Game 2: at Oklahoma City 124, New Orleans 92
Game 3: Oklahoma City 106, at New Orleans 85
Game 4:  Oklahoma City 97, at New Orleans 89
NuggEts ElImINatED laKERs, 4-1
Game 1: at Denver 114, Los Angeles 103
Game 2: at Denver 101, Los Angeles 99
Game 3: Denver 112, at Los Angeles 105
Game 4: at Los Angeles 119, Denver 108
Game 5:   at Denver 108, Los Angeles 106
tImbERwOlVEs ElImINatED suNs, 4-0
Game 1: at Minnesota 120, Phoenix 95
Game 2: at Minnesota 105, Phoenix 93
Game 3: Minnesota 126, at Phoenix 109
Game 4: Minnesota 122, at Phoenix 116
maVERIcKs ElImINatED clIppERs, 4-2
Game 1: at Los Angeles 109, Dallas 97
Game 2: Dallas 96 at Los Angeles 93
Game 3: at Dallas 101, Los Angeles 90
Game 4: Los Angeles 116 at Dallas 111
Game 5: Dallas 123, at L.A. Clippers 93
Game 6: at Dallas 114, L.A. Clippers 101

sEcOND ROuND
Best of seven

EastERN cONfERENcE
cEltIcs ElImINatED caValIERs, 4-1
Game 1: at Boston 120, Cleveland 95
Game 2: Cleveland 118, at Boston 94
Game 3: Boston 106, at Cleveland 93
Game 4: Boston 109, at Cleveland 102
Game 5: at Boston 113, Cleveland 98
pacERs ElImINatED KNIcKs, 4-3
Game 1: at New York 121, Indiana 117
Game 2: at New York 130, Indiana 121
Game 3: at Indiana 111, New York 106
Game 4: at Indiana 121, New York 89
Game 5: at New York 121, Indiana 91
Game 6: at Indiana 116, New York 103
Game 7: Indiana 130, at New York 109

wEstERN cONfERENcE
tImbERwOlVEs ElImINatED NuggEts, 4-3
Game 1: Minnesota 106, at Denver 99
Game 2: Minnesota 106 at Denver 80
Game 3: Denver 117, at Minnesota 90
Game 4: Denver 115, at Minnesota 107
Game 5: at Denver 112, Minnesota 97
Game 6: at Minnesota 115, Denver 70
Game 7: Minnesota 98, at Denver 90
maVERIcKs ElImINatED tHuNDER, 4-2
Game 1: at Oklahoma City 117, Dallas 95
Game 2: Dallas 119, at Oklahoma City 110
Game 3: at Dallas 105, Oklahoma City 101
Game 4: Oklahoma City 100, at Dallas 96
Game 5: Dallas 104, at Oklahoma City 92
Game 6: at Dallas 117, Oklahoma City 116

cONfERENcE fINals
Best of seven; x-If necessary

EastERN cONfERENcE
cEltIcs lEaD pacERs, 2-0
Game 1: at Boston 133, Indiana 128 (OT)
Game 2: at Boston 126, Indiana 110
Saturday’s game: Boston at Indiana, 8:30
Monday’s game: Boston at Indiana, 8
x-Wednesday’s game: Indiana  at Boston, TBA
x-Friday’s game: Boston at Indiana, TBA
x-Sunday, June 2: Indiana  at Boston, TBA

wEstERN cONfERENcE
maVERIcKs lEaD tImbERwOlVEs, 2-0
Game 1: Dallas 108, at Minnesota 105
Game 2: Dallas 109, at Minnesota 108
Sunday’s game: Minnesota at Dallas, 8
Tuesday’s game: Minnesota at Dallas, 8:30
x-Thursday’s game: Dallas at Minnesota, TBA
x-Saturday, June 1: Minnesota at Dallas, TBA
x-Monday, June 3: Dallas at Minnesota, TBA

Nba fINals
tbD Vs. tbD
Thursday, June 6: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
Sunday, June 9: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
Wednesday, June 12: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
Friday, June 14: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
x-Monday, June 17: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
x-Thursday, June 20: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA
x-Sunday, June 23: Team TBD at Team TBD, TBA

Mavericks 109, 
Timberwolves 108
Dallas ..................................  26 22 31 30 — 109
minnesota ..........................  32 28 26 22 — 108

Dallas mIN fg ft O-t a pf pts
Jones Jr. 32:42 1-5 2-2 0-4 1 4 4
Washington 37:49 4-11 2-2 1-5 0 2 10
Gafford 21:05 8-10 0-2 1-5 0 2 16
Doncic 41:27 10-23 7-7 1-10 13 0 32
Irving 39:10 7-16 2-5 2-4 6 4 20
Lively II 26:46 6-6 2-2 3-9 2 3 14
Green 21:08 2-4 0-0 3-6 1 1 5
Hardy 11:41 3-7 0-0 0-1 1 1 8
Hardaway Jr. 5:06 0-1 0-2 0-0 0 0 0
Exum 3:06 0-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
tOtals 240 41-84 15-22 11-44 24 17 109 

percentages: FG .488, FT .682. 3-point goals: 12-31, .387 
(Doncic 5-11, Irving 4-7, Hardy 2-3, Green 1-1, Exum 0-1, 
Hardaway Jr. 0-1, Jones Jr. 0-3, Washington 0-4). team 
Rebounds: 9. team turnovers: None. blocked shots: 7 
(Gafford 5, Washington 2). turnovers: 10 (Doncic 4, 
Irving 2, Green, Hardy, Jones Jr., Washington). steals: 7 
(Green 2, Jones Jr. 2, Hardy, Irving, Washington). 
technical fouls: None. 

mINNEsOta mIN fg ft O-t a pf pts
McDaniels 36:16 1-6 0-0 0-5 2 2 2
Towns 25:52 4-16 6-7 3-7 3 2 15
Gobert 37:42 6-10 4-6 5-10 2 5 16
Conley 33:04 7-14 2-3 2-5 5 3 18
Edwards 40:08 5-17 9-10 2-5 7 2 21
Reid 31:44 8-13 0-0 0-2 0 2 23
Anderson 20:27 2-5 3-4 0-5 5 3 7
Alexander-Walker 14:23 2-4 2-2 0-1 2 0 6
Mo.Morris 0:24 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
tOtals 240 35-8526-3212-40 26 19 108 

percentages: FG .412, FT .813. 3-point goals: 12-31, .387 
(Reid 7-9, Conley 2-5, Edwards 2-7, Towns 1-5, Alexan-
der-Walker 0-2, McDaniels 0-3). team Rebounds: 13. 
team turnovers: None. blocked shots: 7 (McDaniels 2, 
Alexander-Walker, Conley, Edwards, Gobert, Reid). 
turnovers: 9 (Alexander-Walker 2, Conley 2, Edwards 2, 
McDaniels 2, Reid). steals: 7 (Gobert 2, Reid 2, Towns 2, 
Conley). technical fouls: None. a: 19,636 (19,356). t: 
2:29. 

hiGh SChOOLS

TRANSACTiONS

fRIDaY’s REsults
sOftball
maRYlaND
Leonardtown 2, Whitman 0

sOftball
maRYlaND
Rising Sun 4, Huntingtown 2
VIRgINIa
Woodgrove 10, John Champe 0

tHuRsDaY’s REsults
gIRls’ sOccER
VIRgINIa
Freedom (South Riding) 7, Freedom (Woodbridge) 1
Oakton 2, Washington-Liberty 0
Tuscarora 2, Loudoun Valley 1 (PK)

bOYs’ lacROssE
maRYlaND
Urbana 7, Broadneck 5
VIRgINIa
Riverside 14, Stone Bridge 3

mlb
baltimore Orioles: Recalled RHP Dillon Tate and LHP 
Nick Vespi from Norfolk (IL). Optioned RHP Jonathan 
Heasley to Norfolk. Placed RHP Dean Kremer on the 
15-day IL, retroactive to May 21.
Detroit tigers: Optioned RHP Matt Manning to Toledo 
(IL). Reinstated RHP Kenta Maeda from the 15-day IL.
Houston astros: Sent RHP Jose Urquidy to Sugar Land 
(PCL) on a rehab assignment.
minnesota twins: Recalled RHP Jorge Alcala from St. 
Paul (IL). Optioned RHP Caleb Boushley to St. Paul.
seattle mariners: Recalled OF Jonathan Clase from 
Tacoma (PCL). Optioned INF Luis Urias to Tacoma.

tampa bay Rays: Sent RHP Erasmo Ramirez outright to 
Durham (IL).
texas Rangers: Sent OF Wyatt Langford to Round Rock 
(PCL) on a rehab assignment.
atlanta braves: Signed and activated 2B Joey Wendle. 
Placed RHP A.J. Smith-Shawver on the 15-day IL. 
Optioned 3B Luke Williams to Gwinnett (IL). Recalled 
LHP Ray Kerr from Gwinnett.
cincinnati Reds: Agreed to terms with LHP Brandon 
Leibrandt on a minor league contract.
san francisco giants: Signed LHP Drew Pomeranz to a 
one-year contract. Optioned RHP Mason Black to Sacra-
mento (PCL). Designated C Jakson Reetz for assign-
ment.
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washingtonpostads.com or call 202-334-6200

Non-commercial advertisers can now place ads 24/7 by calling 202-334-6200

Cars1405

JAGUAR
JAGUAR 2001 XK8 Convertible,

Stunning & pampered, 73,350 miles.
$21,000. Scott 703-725-8901

Antiques & Classics1408

WANTEDVINTAGE SPORTS CARS &
CLASSICS - Especially Mercedes,
Porsche, Jaguar, Datsun Z.
Highest prices paid for
the very best examples.
Call Bob 703-966-0122

Vans1485

DODGE 1998 GRAND CARAVAN
Excellent Condition - Inside, Outside,
Under the Hood V6 – 3.6 L Engine
/ 74,000 miles / Teal Green / Car
Cover Included. $7,000 - OBO /

CALL 202-607-4075
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Stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

@capitalweather

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

umbrella or sunscreen?

S0114 10X3

 A ts & entertai ment?
Washington Post newsletters deliver more of what you’re looking for.

Discover and subscribe for free at washingtonpost.com/newsletters

Legal Notices815

UCC Sale. All assets of Munic-
ipal Finance & Services Corp, 
581 Main St, Suite 660, Wood-
bridge, NJ 07095, including all 
rights to Accelerated Munici-
pal Payments (AMP) platform, 
non-factoring accounts payable 
program for local governments, 
to be sold at public sale at 
10:00 am local time on Friday, 
5/31/24 at 5330 Yacht Haven 
Grande, Suite J-206, St Thomas, 
VI 00802. You may register to 
bid by phone, contact info@dg-
funds.com or (340)774-8800 for 
more information

Give a gift subscription!
washingtonpost.com/my-post S03

90
-1x

.25

S0435_1x1

wapo.st/my-post

Manage your
print subscription!

Bids & Proposals825

MBE/WBE
Subcontractors and Suppliers
Ulliman Schutte Construction, 
LLC, Chantilly, VA is interested 
in receiving quotes from quali-
fied City of Baltimore MBE/WBE 
subcontractors and suppliers 
for the SC 938R – Headworks 
Facilities Improvements at the 
Patapsco WWTP bidding on June 
26, 2024. Opportunities are avail-
able for Specifications Divisions 1 
through 43. Please Fax quotes to 
(937) 910-9910. Contact Phone : 
(937) 910-9900.

Ulliman Schutte 
Construction, LLC

9111 Springboro Pike
Miamisburg, OH 45342

www.ullimanschutte.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Give the gift
of information

Gift subscriptions
washingtonpost.com/my-post

S0390-1x1

DC H NORTHEAST
Apartments
Condos • Co-ops

Franklin Common
Waitlist Opening for one day
Two and three bedrooms

June 4, 2024 10:00am-3:00pm
101 Franklin Street NE
Washington, DC 20008

Must bring valid government-issued
Non-drivers or driver’s card, original
birth certificate, and social security
cards for all household members. If
you need to make a reasonable

accommodation request, contact us
at: compliance@horningdc.com

w

MD HMONTGOMERY CO.
Apartments
Condos H Co-ops

SECTION 8
OPENWAITING LIST

APPLICATIONS TAKEN
Tuesday,Wednesday, Thursday
May 14, 2024 to May 30, 2024

10am-2pm
2 & 3 Bedrooms Only

Must Apply in Person to:
DAMASCUS GARDENS

9829 Bethesda Church Rd
Damascus,MD 20872
Damascus-Gardens@
gradymgt.com

w8
MARYLAND

Roommates

FORT WASHINGTON, MD-Nr Nat'l Har-
bor. Private bedroom. All util, cable
& int incl. Fully furn. VETSWELCOME.
$900/mo & up. Call 703-362-0505

UPPER MARLBORO - Furn BR w/BA &
kit. Pvt entr. All utils incl cable. No
smoking/pets. $1500. 301-792-7697

Home & Garden265

Vintage Woodard Briarwood collec-
tion black patio table & chairs $1200.
Two 5x8 wool rugs $199. 10x8 Kel-
logg Collection olive rug $600. Visual
Comfort Vendome small chandelier
$299. Vanguard custom twin head-
board, brown, $250. Twin Aireloom
mattress w/ black Knickerbocker
frame, new, $1000. Also framed art
avail. Like new cond. Make offer for
all. Local pick up Kentlands/Gaithers-
burg area. Call 301-509-5086

Give the
gift of

discovery
Gift subscriptions

washingtonpost.com/my-post

S0390-1x1.5

Medical Equipment268

Outdoor Electric Chair Lift by Bruno,
rarely used for month, Orig $7000,
asking $3500, local pick up only.
Call Ms. Vinh 571-234-2992

Found602

FAIRFAX CO.ANIMAL SERVICES
If you have lost an animal in the
Fairfax County/Washington Metro
area: Please call the Fairfax Co.
Animal Shelter at 703-830-1100 or
online for found animals at

fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter

HOWARD CO.ANIMAL CONTROL
If you have lost an animal in the

Howard County/Washington Metro
area: Please call Howard Co.
Animal Control at 410-313-2780

MONTGOMERY CO.ANIMAL SHELTER
If you have lost an animal in the

Washington Metro area: Please call
the Montgomery Co. Animal Shelter
at 240-773-5960 or online for found
animals atwww.mchumane.org

Dogs for Sale610

BRITTANY SPANIEL PUPS - AKC reg.
Born May 2nd.Males & females.
Reserve now.Culpeper, VA. Photos

upon request. 540-905-0405

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPSAKC,
champ bloodlines, breeding quality
pups, 45 years, shots, dewormed,
15 weeks, $1200 410-922-7125

Dogs for Sale610

GOLDENDOODLE PUPS - Mini and
Full Size. Nonshed. $900 & up . Hlth
Guar. S&W. Call/txt 540-729-6365

www.doodledogpups.com

SCHNAUZERMIXED PUPS -
1st shots & wormed,

health guarantee, delivery avail.
Prefer text 301-672-1072

Cats620

HIMALAYAN KITTENS - CFA reg.
Flame pointe.Very affectionate.
pics avail. 10 wks old. $600 each.
540-858-3392 or 540-877-4313
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Aviation, Boats, RVs
Motorcycles Directory

Motorcycles69

HARLEY DAVIDSON 2007
ULTA CLASSIC - Black, exc cond,

25,400 miles, 1 owner. $8,500/best.
Gary 571-265-3611
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