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CARBON FINANCE

Bibhav erased phone data,

assault footage blank: Cops

Claimvital Maliwal case evidence last | Say attack could have proven fatal
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Andhra’s Gopi first
Indian space tounist

WASHINGTON: Gopl Thotakum,
an entreprenedr and a pilot,
on Sunday became the first
Indian to venture mto space
as a tourist aboard Amazon
founder Jeff Beros's Blue Ori-
gFin's N5-20 mission. Born in
Andhra Prmadesh, Thotakura
was selected as one of the six
crew members for the NS-25
mission, making him the first
Indian space tourist and the
second Indian to venture into
space after the Indian Army's
Wing Commander Rakesh
sSharma in 1984, BACK PAGE

60-yr-old stripped
for ‘cow smuggling’

GARHWA: A G0vear-old man
was allegedly stripped and
dragped after being tied to a
motorcycle by three persons
on suspicion of cow smug-
gling in Jharkhand's Garhwa
district, The incident occurred
near Amrora villape when
Surswati Ram was on his way
to Banshidhar Nagar Untan
with his cattle on Friday after-
noon and the suspects nter-
cepted him and acoused him
of being imvolved in cow
smuggling. An FIR has been
registered. — PTI

The OCTV footage related to the
Swati Malowal assault case that
was arcessed from Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Eejriwal's residence
turned outtobe blank, the Delhi
Police told a local court while
seeking the custody of AAP
chief's personal assistant Bib-
hav Kumarlate last night.

In its application seeking
seven-day remand, the police
claimed that Bibhav had
“admitted to formatting his
password-protected 1Phone-
15 in Mumbai a day before
hiz arrest”, Thev said the
device and the acoused need-
ed to be taken to Mumbai to
recover the data, which was
“vital evidence”. The police,
which was allowed Bibhav's
five-day custody,  also
argued that the alleged
assault on Maliwal, AAP's
Rajya Sabha ME on May 13
could have proven fatal.

The police said digital video
recording of the drawing room
of the ChM's Civil Lines resk
dence  where the alleped
assault took place was not pm-
vided officallyv, and that a por-
tion of it procured unofficially
had tumed out to be blank.

In their submission in the
court, the Delli Police said
Bibhav could not explain asto
why he, despite the termina-
tion of his appointment as
Kegriwal's personal secretary

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CMAind Kejiwal with MPs Sanjay Singh and Raghav Chadha ata protestin New Delhi. sones rargen 8HU1

Kejrileads protest to BJP office, alleges
OpJhaadu’launched towipe out AAP

NEW DELHI, MAY 19
Eemwal on Sunday fired sabwos
at nval BIP daiming it had
launched “Operation Jhaadu”
to crush the Aam Asdmi Party
(AAP) as the saffronoutfit sawit
a5 a “potential threat”,

Putting up a brave face in
the midstof a massive political
storm over the Swati Malwal
assault case, AAP convener
Eenwal, wholed party leaders
in a pmotest towards the BIP
headquarters here, asked why
no money had been recovered

in the Enforcement Direc-
torate mids in the alleged
hquor scam. Kegnwal had on
Saturday said that AAP lead-
ers would protest at the BJP
headquarters and he had
dared to “arrest them all”,

AAP's march was stopped
midway amid sloganeenng by
the party's leaders and work-
ers. “We watted for half an
hour on the mad for the police
to come and amest us. But the
BJP accepted its defeat,” sad
an AAP statement.

Flanked by DMPs Sanjay

smgh and Rapghav Chadha
and Delhi ministers Gopal Rai,
Saurabh Bhardwayj, Atishi and
Kailash Gahlot, Kejriwal said

people were curious to know if

there was any hquor scam,
why no money was recovered.

“They (pmbe agences) are
themselves saying m the
Supreme Court that not a sin-
Fle paisa has been recov-
ered. ... They say the scam i1s
warth Bs 100 crore. If that's so,
why haven't they found even
Bs 100 m maids? They have

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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To Strengthen the Nation’'s fight
against Corruption and Dynastic Politics

To make Viksit Haryana alongside

Phir Ek Baar
Modi Sarkar

Viksit Bharat

(F'msa the Lotus Button m Make BJP Win)
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Ph-5: Spotlight on Rajnath, Smriti, Rahul Copter carrying Iranian Prez
Raisi crashes, rescue op on

Foreign minister on board too | Bad weather hits search

Polling in 49 seats across six states, 2 Ulstoday | Omar, Lone face Baramulla test

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 19
Polling will be held on Mon-
day in 49 seats across six
states and two U'Ts in the fifth
phase of the Lok Sabha poll
that will decide the fate of sev-
eral prominent leaders,
meoluding former Congress
president Rahul  Gandhi,
Union ministers Ragnath
Singh and Smriti Irani and
JE& K ex-CM Omar Abdullah.
Among the seats going to
the polls, 13 are in Maharash-
tra, 14 m Uttar Pradesh, sev-
en in West Bengal five m
Bihar, three mn Jharkhand,
five in Odisha, one in J&K
and the lone seat in Ladakh,
This round covers the least
number of seats (49) in the
seven-phase elections. It is
another important phase for
the BJP as over 40 of these
seats were with the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA).
On the eve of poling, the EC

NE would think actor

( Kangana Ranaut's
_# plunge into politics
was imminent, but the Bolly-
wood “Queen’ has sprung a
surprise by stating she is feel-
g quite lost at the moment.
Even as her candid utter-
ances in the past have come
to haunt her, the actual gnnd
of politics is far different from
what she has portrayed in
fitms like Thalaimi, the
biopie on Jayvalaithaa, The
contest in Mandi s hopging

YOUTH CASTS ‘MULTIPLE
VOTES', EC TAKES NOTE

After the Congress and Sama-
jwadi Party posted avideo ofa
wouth in UP's Farrukhabad pur-
partedly casting mult ple votes
in fancour of BIP candidate
Mukesh Rajput, the Election
Cormmission on Sunday said it
had taken cognisance af the
video and the authorities core
carmed had been told to take
“prampt and effective action”.

on Sunday pomnmted out that
Mumbai, Thane amd Luce
know had shown apathy
towards voting inthe past and
asked city dwellers to tum out
in higher numbers, The first
four phases have registered a
turnoutof 66,95 percent. Other
prominent candidates inchide
Union ministers Ppaush
Croval (Mumbail North, Maha
rashtra), Sadhvi Niranjan
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

EDIT: PHASEV POLL

Samajwadi Party chief Akhiles h Yadav and Congress leader Ra

il |

hulGandhizat a rally in Phulpuron Sunday. Fm

DUBAIL MAY 19
A bhelicopter carrving Iran-
ian President Ebrahim Raisi
and his foreipn minister
crashed on Sunday as it was
crossing mountan termrain in
heavy fog, an Iranian official
said, adding that rescuers
were struggling to reach the
mcident site.

The officaal said the hives of
Raisi and minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian  were “at
nsk following the helicopter
crash”, which happened on
their way back from a visit to
the border with Azerbaijan in
Imn's northwest,

“We are still hopeful, but
information coming from the
crash site I8 very concern-
ing."” said the official on the
condition of anonymit v

Iranian state media said bad
weather was the cause of the
trash and was complicating
mescue efforts, The chief of

-

cmshed, takes off near Azerbaijan border. reLTERs

staff of Imn's army ondered
all resources of the ammy and
the elite Revolutionary Guamd
to be put to use in search and
rescue operations,

“It 15 dardke and 1t has started
raining, but the search contin-
ues. Hescue teams  have

Che Tribune INTERVIEW: KANGANA RANAUT, BJP CANDIDATE FROM MANDI LOK SABHA SEAT

Nehru was ready to give up Assam, had announced it

media attention, not just in
Himachal but nationally, with
the ‘Mandi ki beti’, as she
likesto call herself, locked na
keen contest against Con-
Fress candidate Vikrama-
ditva, the scion of the erst-
while Rampur roval family:
Amidst scepticism about her
being a 24X7 pohtician, she
assures she 15 here to stay,
rrespective of the outcome of
the poll. In conversation with
Dipender Manta, she shares
her views on various issue,

The Congress has ruled the country for about

B0 years and the Nehru-Gandhi family has
exploited people. Nehru was ready to give up Assam.
Unhone announcement bhi kar di thi ki Assam hamare
bus mein nahin raha (he had even announced it).

B Despile being well estab-
lished in the film indusiry,
why join politics?

At the moment. I am feeling
quite lost in polities. Itis like
making a movie, which is a

creative and gratifying work.
The most difficult and tiring
work 15 the marketing. The
satisfaction comes when the
film suceeeds. The same sit-
uation applies in politics. As

part of campaigning, I am
travelling 400 km daily on
potholed roads, but the real
happiness amd content-
ment will come when I will
bring about a change in the
life of people, especially
eConomic progress,

It is true that as an artiste I
have done well in the film
industry and was also award-
ed the Padma Shri. [ wanted
to serve the people of my
gtate and the BJP gave me
this opportunity.

Taday smaye =af 18 pages nckuding fourpage D Tbune.

B People are apprehensive if
vou are elected, vou will not
devole much Lime owing Lo
vour acling commilments.
I'want to make it clear that if
people elect me, I will work
wholeheartedly for their
upliftment and development
of this constituency. These
apprehensions are being ore-
ated against me by the oppo-
gition party, which has an
adverse mindset against
women joning  polities.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

rearhed the area, but the rain
has ereated mud, making the
search difficult,” a source said.
State TV had earbier stopped
all its regular programming to
show prayers being held for
Raisi acmoss the country and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BJP candidate from Mandi Lok Sabha seat Kangana Ranaut.
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India has become self-reliant

FMWEEM Anmu

KARNAL/ KATTHAL, MAY 19

B.JP national president JP Nad-
da haled the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led Union Gow-
ernment as a beacon of
strength and transformatve
progress in the past 10 vears,
and eriticised the Congressand
INDIA bloe on different issues.

He said that under the lead-
ership of Modi, India has
become strong and selfreliant.

While addressing a well-
attended gathering in Kaithal
inthe support of Kurukshetra
Lok Sabha candidate Naveen
Jindal, the BJP national presi-
dent highlighted the achieve-
ments of the Modi govem-
rment in empowering the poor
and women, enticised the pre-
vious Congress and other gov-
ernments for working on the
basis of caste and relipion for
their vote bank.

Amid the backdrop of enthu-
siastic cheers and a sea of saf-
fron flags, Nadda said, “Ttis an
election to elect Modi 71 as PM
for the third time as the coun-
try has witnessed significant
changeinits political culturein
the past 10 vears. Eadier, the
common man had a bebef that
nothingwill change but today,
the country is progressmg with
a vision of Viksit Bharat.”

He said the govemment was
working on the vision of *Sab-
ka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas'. Nadda highlighted
the works done during the
Covid pandemic by the Union
Govenment and said that
India has developed two vac-
cines. “Today, our country is

under PM Modi, says Nadda

b
| A — ;'\si.-;.-w

BJF national president JP Madda being welcomed at a public rally in Kaithal on Sunday.

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT TO HELP BJP WIN OPPN IS CORRUPT

Faridabad: JP Nadda on Sunday said women's empower- i -
ment under the BIF's rule is set to prove instrumental in “ﬂppﬂismﬂln partIE'.S'
bringing the party into power for the third term. Speaking at Promofe parivaarvad
a programme organised by the party's Mahila Morcha here, (dynastic politics) and
he said while FM Narendra Modi is credited with recognis:  their leaders induige in
ing and promaoting wamen power, the BIP had promoted G

women leadershipat a larger scale asit had 41 women corrupt activities.

MPs out of the total 78 in the outgoing Parliament. JP Nadda, & sanous PESENT

not a nation that seeks, but
has tumed into that which
Fives,” said Nadda.

He claimed that Modi has
empowered all sections of so0-
ety As many as 25 crore people
of the country have moved out
of poverty, neady two lakh
common service centres have
been established in villages,
gas connections have been
provided to  households
through PM Upwala Yojana
and in the next five years, gas
would be delvered through

pipelines.

He said that under the Prad-
han Mantri Awas ¥ojana, near-
Iy four crore pucca houses
have been provided tothe pub-
lic and three crore more hous-

ez would be constructed if

Modi returns to power. The
BJP national president high-
lighted the benefits of Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana.

Nadda was accompanied by
M Nayab Smpgh Saini, party
candidate Naveen Jindal and
others, While apprecating the

attendance Nadda sad, “The
enthusiasm 1 see here reas-
sures me that youhave decded
to send Jindal to Parliament.”
Laterin Kamal, Nadda, along
with former CM Manohar Lal
Ehattar and CM Saini, held a
meeting with the intellectuals
of the distnct at a hotel. He
highlighted the achieverments
of the Manohar Lal-led state
government over the past nine
and a half vears, asserting that
the people of Karnal have
“ladoos” In both hands.

Bulldozer rally in Sirsa ahead of Yogj’s visit

ANIL KAKKAR

SIRSA, MAY 19
To support BJP candidate
Ashok Thnwar at the Sirsa
seat, local MLA Gopal Kanda
and BJP leader Gobind Kanda
organised a bulldorer rally
ahead of Uttar Pradesh Chaef
Minister Yo Aditvanath's ral-
ly scheduled for Monday.
Evervone was astonished to
see the lng line of JCB
machmnes (bulldozers). Large
cut-outs of the TP CM were
placed on each bulldozer The
rallywas led by Gobind Kanda,
The bulldozer mlly started
from near the Mela Ground on
flagred off the rally with a Shri
Ram flag. He sad the whole
world knows UP Chief Minis-
ter Yopi Aditvanath as “Bull-

SIMILAR EVENT

IN KURUKSHETRA

Kurukshetra: Toinvite people to
the VijaySankalp rally to be
addressed by UP CM Yogi
Adityanath in Kurukshetra an
Monday, a bulldozer rallywas

v organised by the BIP on Sunday.
Led by Minister of State and
Thanesar MLA Subhash Sudha,
it covered various localities ofthe
city and appealed to the people
o attend the rally of ‘Bulldozer

A bulldozer rally being held in Sirsa on Sunday. Baba'in large numbers.

HARYANA
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Public determined to DCsauthorisedtodedare holidays
oust ‘capitalist-drven,
autocratic govt’: Pilot

Addresses rally for Cong's Selja

SIRSA, MAY1S)
Conpress leader Sachin Pilot
today samd the public is deter-
mined o oust the “autocratic
and capitalist-driven” govern-
ment atthe Centre, and sought
votes for party candidates.

The former  Rajasthan
Deputy CM was addressing a
poll rally in Rampura Dhillon
village here in support of Con-
press candidate for Sirsa Lok
Sabha seat Kiman Selja Inter-
estingly, Selja gave Pilot's rally
amiss toaddress a public meet-
mg at Cotton Market.

Pilot said: “Ademocracy flour-
1shes where judiciary, constitu-
tion, and media are mobust.” He
accused the NDA ofwedkening
these insttutions and using
“unprecedented tactics™ tosup-
press the Oppositon, “The pub-
hic is now determined to oust
the autocmatie and capitalist-

driven government.”

Pilot accused the BIP gov-
ernment of exploiting Sirmers
to benefit a few wealthy mdi-
viduals, noted that no govern-
ment representative had gen-
uinely advocated for farmers'
interests in the past 10 vears.

The Congress leader also
criticised the povernment for
failing to fulfill its promise of
creating two crore jobs annual-
by, instead creatmg a wvast
unemploved population. Thas,
Filot said, has led many yvouth
nto drug addiction and
increased orime rates,

Hesad electorl victones and
defeats were partof democracy;
butusing “unserupulous meth-
ods towin s disgraceful”.

He said those boasting about
winning 400 seats were doing
s0 out of frustmation over
mpending defeat. —OC

BSP to oppose Cong
candidate in Rohtak

RA‘J[NDEREH.LM[

ROHTAK, MAY 19

The state leadership of the
B5P today announced to
oppose Rohtak Congress can-
didate Deepender Hooda.

BSP state president Rajhir
Sorkhi, while addressing a
news conference here today,
blamed Deepender for the
withdrawal of nomination
papers by B&P candidate
Rajesh from Rohtak.

Rajesh, after withdrawing
the nomination on May 9.
also announced to support
the Congress in the elec-

tions. At present, the BSP
has no candidate in the fray
from Rohtak.

“Rajesh withdrew his nomi-
nation without informing the
party leadership. Horse-trad-
mg has been done into the
matter and the Congress can-
didate is behind it. We will
work to ensure the defeat of
the Congress in Hohtak by
making people of BCsBCs
aware of it.” claimed Sorkha.

Sorkhi  informed  that
Rajesh was expelled from the
party a few days after he with-
drew normination and extend-
ed support to the Congress.

dozer Baba". Mehla, Amit Soni, Subhash Iy Mehta said the BJIP istryving

Yopi has ecrushed the mafia Chaudhary and Mohit Joshi,  to influence voters by using
in Uttar Pradesh. This bulldoz-  among others, partiapated in - saffron flags on JCB machines
er rally has been organised in - the bulldozer rally. and by forcibly tving saffron
his honour, he said. Gopal Pradeep Mehta, district coor-  flapgs on e-rickshaws in thecity:
Kanda added that the people  dinator of the legal cell of the  Congress’ Naveen Kedia,

of Sirsa are fortunate to et an
opportunity to see Yogi. BJP
leaders Gobind Kanda Raw

CONTRIEUTED BY SHIV HUMAR SHARKMA, NITISH SHARMA, BUENDRAAHLAVWAT AND RAVINDER SN

INLD has demanded action
from the District Election Offi-
cer regarding the bulldozer ral-

S
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Enthusiasm suits party leaders

Yamunanagar: The proposed visit of star campaigner and Congress president Mallikar-
Jun Bharge to Yamunanagar has led to a competition among local party leaders for
gathering people at his public meeting, which will be held here on May 21. The leaders
are contending for party tickets of various Assembly segments in the district. As a
result, they are working hard to show their strength to bolster their claim for the party
tickets in the state. This enthusiasm among the leaders suits the party, for it boosts its
chances in the Lok Sabha and Assembly byelections.

Vij, Khattar show unity at PM’s rally

Ambala: Befare Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached Ambala on Saturday, bath for-
mer state Home Minister Anil Vij and ex-Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar showed
unity onthe stage during a Vijay Sankalp rally. Both leaders, who gota massive
response from the public, held hands and raised them as a mark of unity. Vij also
praised the former CM and called him Manaohar Lal ‘Tyagi' for sacrificing his post after
being directed to do so by the party.

Modi's handshake with Kartikeya Sharma talk of the town

Ambala: Prime Minister Narendra Madi shaking hands with Rajya Sabha MP Bartikeya
Sharma in Ambala has become the talk of the town. A video of the PM interacting with
the Rajya Sabha member and meeting other BJP leaders with folded hands is being
shared on social media platforms. Recently, Sharma and his father
Venod Sharma, who heads the Haryana lanchetna Party — had announced the decision
to BJP candidates and campaign forthem in the state. Minister of State and Ambala City
MLA Aseermn Goel had defeated Venod Sharma inthe 2014 Assembly elections.

Worried about own future, MLA seeks support for LS nominees

Faridabad: Aninteresting scenario came to light during a public meeting in Palwal when a
BJP MLA expressed his arxiety over the party's Lok Sabha prospects. He was seen begging
before a gathering to support to ensurethe victory of the party's candidate from his con-
stituency. °If the party candidates from my constituency fail to emergevictorious, then rmy
chances of getting the party ticket from this segment will fade,” said the MLA.

Videos of riots during quota stir surface

Rohtak: Videos and photagraphs of the ethnicity-based violence that took place during the
Jat agitation in 2016 havesuddenly started appearing on social media ahead of the LS
elections. These videos and photos depict shops burnt in Rohtak. Similar videos had sur-
faced during the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. The mative? It's evident enough — 1o revive the
terrible memories of 2016 with an intention of polarising votes on the caste lines.

= former minister

asked what message the BJP
intends to convey by holding
such a mally. — 0OC

Willsupport Cong
inLS elections,

says JIP’s Babli

SIRSA, MAY 15
JJP MLA from Tohana Deven-
der Singh Babli today
announced his support for the
Congress inthe Lok Sabha poll.
This decision was made pub-
lic during a meeting with his
supporters in Tohana, After
consulting his supporters, the
former Harvana cabinet minis-
ter decided to back Kuman
Selja fromthe Sirsa Lok Sabha
constituency. Montu Arora, a

mermberof acore committee of

his supporters, said the com-
mittee deliberated for several
days before deciding to sup-
port the Congress.

The committee's decision
was influenced by past inci-
dents, ncluding a 2019 episode
where Ashok Tanwar, then
with the Congress, allegedly
ignored Babli's bid for a ticket
from Thhana In the 2019
Assembly elections, Babli cone-
tested on a JJP ticket after fail-
mg to secure Conpress nomi-
nation. He defeated then BJP
state president Subhash Bar-
ala by about 52 000votes, Babli
waslaterappanted as theMin-
ister of Development and Pan-
chayats from the JJP quota in
December 2021,

Later, in a transparent maove,
he had sought opindons of his
supporters through secret bal-
lot to decide his next political
move, —QOC
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declare holidays in schools. The
CHAND GARH, MAY 1) DCs, inconsultation with DEOs
In view of the prevailing heat-  and DEEOs might decde the
wave conditions, the state pov-  dlosure of schools on any partic-
emment has authonsed DCs o ular day till May 31, —TNS
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Kindly refer the advertizemant for malefemale weternary graduates
for Short Service Commission in Remount Veterinary Corps of the
IMNDIAM ARMY published in newspapers on 25 Apr 2024,

The last date of submission of application formn is extended from
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BJD MLA SAMIR DASH JOINS BJP

Bhubaneswar: [n a boost to the BIP in Odisha, BID Nimapara MLA Samir Ranjan Dash
on Sunday joined the party after quitting the regional outfit. BJP Odisha unit president
Manmaohan Samal, party's Odisha incharge Vijay PalSingh Tomar and other leaders
welcomed Dash at the party headquarters here, Threestime legislator Dash had earlier
in the day resigned from the regional outfit over the ticket denial for the Assembly poll.

BJP MP JOINS TMC ATABHISHEK'S RALLY

Kolkata: Ihargram BIP MP Kunar Hembram joined the Tinamool Congress (TMC)in
the presence of party national general secretary Abhishek Banerjee at an election
meeting on Sunday. BIP state spokesperson Samik Bhattacharya said, "His
departure will not affect the BIP in any way. We welcome people who work for the
masses, notfor the ticket, Mominating anyone is the party's decision.”

Ahead of PM’s Patiala raIIy, farmers plan a ‘welcome’

CONTROVERSIAL REMARKS: HANS PUT ON NOTICE

Faridkot Three days atterthe alleged controversial remarks by BIP candidate Hans Raj
Hans at Bihlewala village in Fandkat, Returning Officer ofthe Faridkot constituency sued
a notice tohim on Sunday, Hewill have to file a replywithin 24 hours. The action comes
following a complaint by representatives ofthe United Kisan Morchawho accused him of
using “inflammatory” lang uage, aimed at polarsing voters along caste lines.

POLL
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PAT IALA, MAY 19

Farmer unions, spearheading
the protest against the Centre
and also boyeotting BJP can-
didates during their visit to
villages, will hold a meeting
in the next two days to chalk

out a strategy i the wake of

PM Narendra Modi's mlly,
his first, next week. Taking
no chances, the police have
identified routes to the mlly
venue to ensure that there is
no untoward incident.

Despite the fammer unions’
boveott call for BJP leaders,
tight security arrangements
will be in place for Modi's ral-
ly on Polo Ground here on
Thursday, May 23.

The police have finalised the
venue inconsultation with the
BJP cadre and foolproof secu-
rty armangements will be in

huge rally. That venue is the
best suited piven the landing
of the plane and it being the
nearest. However, the BJP
leaders wanted Yadavindra
Sports  Stadium  or Polo
Grounds as the mlly venue.
Fmnally, Polo Ground was
finalised,” said a senior cop.
Meanwhile, the farmer
unions, which are already
protesting against the BJP
candidates, said they would
continue their protests, “Our
senior leaders will hold a
meeting and decide what is to
be done to oppose Modi's vis-
it. We are asking questions
from the BJP candidates and
will also try to question Modi
during his visit. We will dis-
cuss our strategy in the next
two days”, says sentor leader
Jaswinder Sinpgh Longowal.
Talking to The Tribune,
Patiala DIG HS Bhullar said

-l"l'l'-

Roads leading to Polo Ground to be sealed | Farmers tD Selelg chalk out strategy

BJP nominees face
Doaba farmers ire

H[-‘AH NA EANER }[

JALAND HAR, MAY 19

The march toDelhi by farmers
may have filed to cross the
Shambhu border, but its reper-
cussions are being felt by BJP
leaders in the state. The BJP
candidates in Doaba — Sushil
Rinku in Jalandhar and Anita
Parkash in Hoshiarmpur — are
facing intense protests from
firmer groups for theirunful-
filled demands, mncluding
establishment of a law to puar-
antee MSP for crops.

While farmers at Chabbewal
and Mukerian in Hoshiarpur
opposed Parkash, Rinku had
to face famers wrath at
Phillaur today. The protests at
both Mukerian and Phillaur

Rinku in Jalandhar &
Parkashin Hoshiarpur
face intense protests

and on the issue of justice to
the martyrs of the farmers’
protests. Farmers then ques-
tioned her about the bami-
cades put up at Delhi to pre-
vent protesting farmers from
entering into the capital.
Regamding putting up barri-
cades, Parkash said: “This is
a matter between two govern-
ments.” Fimmers retorted:
“The Punjab Government
did not put up barncades.
What did yvour povernment
do for farmers 7"

She stood sumounded by

place as Shambhu already has  security had been tightened SPORTSMEN OBJECT were held after a call by the farmers for nearly 10 min-

hundreds of farmers protest-  in and around the venue and Local sports personnel have sanyukt  Kisan  Morcha, utes, until they were dis-

mg against the Centre and  the Special Protection Group, raised abjectionstothe rallyat which had announced that  persed by the police.

now the farmers will try to  which manages the inner cor- the venue, claiming that such they will protest against the Meanwhile, BJP leader

oppose the PMvisit. don of the PM's security, will rallies and events damagethe BIP candidates. Yesterday, Sushil Rinku had to leave a
Modi's rally in Patiala will be in Patiala to inspect the ground and will also mean no farmers also protested apainst campaign venue in just 30

mark his first rally this poll  venue on Monday. “We will sports activity at the venue for Parkash at Chabbewal. minutes after farmers of var-

season in Punjab in support
of candidate Preneet Kaur
who had quit the Congress.

Eveing the wote bank of

Patiala urban and ruml the

deploy an adequate police
force and hold special nakas,
Everything will take place as
per the standard-operating
procedures”, Bhullar said.

two days. However, senior offr
clals saysthatthe government
Sports Departrment will charge
Rs 75 000 for the rally venue

and the organisers will have to

Farmers pgathered at the
Jandwal village in Mukerian
against Parkash and gheraod
her, raising slogans against
the BJP Accompanied by

011 unions began protesting
outside the venue at Phallaur
today. Under a call by the
SEM., farmers of the
Jamhoori Kisan Sabha,

restore the venue in the condi-
rally will also target traders “People wanted to histen to tion they have rented It. BJP leader Tikshan Sud, she  Dehati Mazdoor Sabha, BEU
and businessmen. the Prime Minister and hs tried her best to pacify the Doaba, BRKUQadian and Sha-
However, given the farmer  vision for Punjab and its peo- PM'S PUNJAB CAMPAIGN farmers, but in vain. Heated heed Bhagat Smmgh Nau-
gtir, the policeare not taking  ple. He will be here talkang Prirme Minkster Narendra Modi seenes were witnessed as jawan Sabha (non farmer)
any chances. Senior police  about the BJP government's will addressthree public iallies farmers posed pointed ques- marched from a park in
officials confirm that two road map for the state and for in Punjab on Thursday and Fri- tions, which she patiently Phillaur to Rinku's cam-

helipads have been reserved
for the PM and no one will

“Earlier, we wanted the ral-

Patiala”, said Preneet Kaur
During his visit to Punjab

day, BJP state general secretary

Rakesh Rathour said on Sun-

r

answered. Farmers, however,
expressed  dissatisfaction

gstance of the BJP and her

paign venue and indulged n
sloganeering against Rinku

ence, they later squatted out-

be allowed on the roads, in January 2022, Modi can- Ej{r Illrml Willamﬁ;;ﬂ_‘éuh | with the responses, saving “Rinku Vapas Jao”.
leading to the rally venue. celled his propgramme after a deyon Ma; EE EEE |InIdP atialafol 4 } They questioned her about  Amidst heavy police pres-

Iy venue to be right next to
the Patiala Awviation Club
where AAP had eadier held a

security breach left him
stuck on a highway on the

way to Ferozepur because of

protesting farmers.

levved by two rallies the next
dayin Gurdaspur and laland-
har", he said.

Farmers protest against BIP candidate Anita Som Parkash at landwal village in Hoshiarpur, TRIBUNE PHOTO

husband Union DMinister
sorm Parkash on the farmers’
protest, the demand for M3P

side the palace. Amidst fierce
opposition, Rinku left the
venue in about half an hour

Have always given my 100%, beit cricket or politics, says Anurag

CAMPAIGN TRAIL under Neri panchayat. Hav-  the day's schedule on time. energy booster which is  minister handing the mpor-  vour song has said 1t all. This

ANURAG THAKUR ing wrapped up the meeting, Addressing six to eight small CONNECT WITH MHSEEE ahways in my car,” he says. tant Information and Broad-  is precisely why Modi ji has

he amives at Sasan at 1110 election meetings daily which Af-DIJI‘-T.ImEMPThaHUI‘ He admits ericketwasalways casting ministry, on his home  provided 50 per cent reserva-

much tothe delight ofthe par-  are over by 10 pm, he barely knows most prad hans and been his first love eventhough  turfhe comesacrossasahum-  tion for women in assemblies

PraTIBHA CHAUHAN ty workers who raise slogans  gets five hours of sleep as he party workers by name and this lefthis father disappointed  ble, accessible young leader and Parliament,” he says

b o S in favour of Modi and Thalour,  spends rest of the time strate- speaks to them inthe chaste who wanted him to join the who 15 a son and brother to  addressing the women, the
HAMIRPUR, MAY 19 Being a fourtime MEP gising and meeting supporters Hamirpuridialect Army ke his prandfather “I  most. Aman whowearsmany — most reliable vote banke

It is 11 am as women sing Thalurknows mostpradhans  at his home in Samirpur Heseeks blessings of the have abwvays prven oy 100 per hats, from being a powerfiul With the speeches over it is

Pahan songs in praise of Prime
Minister NarendraModi in the
precincts of the Sasan Naun

and party workers by name
and speaks to them in the
chaste Hamirpuri dialect. He

Anurag, whose inflammatory
chant ‘desh ke padamon ko-
goli marm saglon ko' sparked

elderly by touching their feet
and hugging children

He barely gets five hours of

cent, be it cncket or politics
with the sole motive of making
place in the hearts of people.”

minister, a fommer ericketer
and a Captain in the Terntori-
al Army, Thakur has huge fol-

selfie time, especially for
women and youth who have
eagerly been walting to pet

shiv temple in Hamirpur as  seeks blessings of the elderly  outrage, retans the same sleep as he spends rest of he says. It is probably to fulfil  lowing among the youth. dicked with him. “Bhashan
they eaperly await the amrval by touching ther feet and appressmve streak in his fiery the time meeting support: this unfulfilled dream of his The fact that he 1s likely to ke live 10 minute, selfie ke live
of therr MP Anurag Thalurfor  hugging children. Clad in speeches with frequent refer- ers at his Samirpur home father that he became the first- be inducted into the Modi 20" remarks Balbir Thakur,
anelection meeting, white kurta-pyjama, comfort-  ence to tukde tukde gang’ and ever sithng MP to become a  Cabinet in case BJP retains  boothlevel BIP agent hinting

Thakur left his ancestral able walking shoes and the ‘Congresskinafmatkidukaan’. siderable influence even  time. “T am not a fussy eater  Captainin the Terntorial Army,. power, further brightens his  at Thakur’s popularity. He
home in Samirpur at 8 amto  trademark colorful saffron He father and two-time though healthissue havepre- and don't carry food from In sharp contrast to his chances of winning. “I don't  asserts that to save Sanatan
address the first election scadf, he quickly gets downto  Chief Minister PK Dhumal s vented him from taking to  home as I have meals with  image of a former powerful npeed to elaborate Modirs per-  Dharam, getting Modi back to
meeting in Khagal village businessto beabletowmpup  a big support and welds con- aggressive campaigning this  workers. Yes, gurchanaismy  BCCI chairman and a suave  sonalityand achievementsas  power 18 essential,

No cakewalk for three-time Akali MP Harsimrat in Bathinda

Villagers say AAP’'s Khuddian
more accessible than her

RucHika M KHANNA
BATHINDA, MAY 15
A proup of villape elders, n
gpiteof the sweltenng heat, sits
under a tree at Bhaini Bagha
village, eracking jokes and dis-
cussing mundane things.

Ask them about the politi-
cal situation mn the con-

stituency and almost all 15 of

them reply in unison: “We
don't like to discuss politics
here. It divides and we are
here to enjoy ourselves.”

As The Tnbune team prods
them further, urging them to
elaborate on the deading fac-
tors for them to cast voles,
Karamjit Singh initially
shrugs off the question say-
ing the mercury was rising,
but the political heat was vet
see an upwand trend.

Slowly, as thev begin to
open up, these villagers com-

pare the “inaccessibility of

the three-time MP Harsimrat

Kaur Badal with the easy
approachability and humble
nature of AAP candidate
Gurmeet Singh Ehuddian,
but they also reminisce the
development works done
during the Akali rule
between 2007 and 2017.

Thewvillagers also talk about
an Independent candidate
{Lakha Singh Sidhana) and a
namesake of Gurmeet Singh
being fielded by a political
party, dismissing this as old
tactics that won't work this
time. *We have understood
the ways of politicians. Such
tactics used to work earlier,
but not anymeore,” sayvs Bhola
Singh, a daily wager hailing
from Budhlada.

Even as the polling date
{June 1) draws near, the con-
stituency seems guite indif-
ferent to elections this time.
As we entered the constituen-
¢y from Budhlada and tra-
versed through Maur, Mansa

-ﬁ-i‘n.btersﬂf Bhaini Bag'lam lage |

in Bathinda discuss the political
: scergnoin theconstituency;, and
| (sbove) Harsimrat Kaur Badal,

and Bathinda {(urban and
rural), we could hardly see
any election paraphernalia.
The billboards of most candi-
dates were sparse; party flags
and small pole flexes were a
rare sight: and other than
Harsimrat's party offices vis-
ible almost everywhere, the
other candidates’ campaign
seemed low ke

Butthis does not mean that
the election 1s a cakewalk for
the three-time MP and wife of
Akali Dal chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal, though voters
gtill laud the development
works carned out during the
Alkali rule here,

This election for her has
been made difficult by Ehu-
dian, who had earlier defeat-

-

el

PHOTOE: B A BLMAR & FROVAN SHARMA

ed the Badal family patriarch,
late Parkash Singh Badal, in
the 2022 Assembly elections
from Lambi Bemg an Agn-
culture Minister and contest-
mg from the largel vy agrarian
Lok Sabha seat, he 15 getting
voters' positive response.
Free power (300 units) to
domestic consumers 15 also
helping out AAF

The other challengers,
mchuding BJP candidate
Pammpal Kaur Sidhu,
known here as the daughter-
in-law of Akali leader Sikan-
dar Singh Maluka and not as
a former IAS officer; and for-
mer MLA Jeet Mohinder
Singh Sidhu, who first
switched from the Congress
to the Akali Dal and is now

back in the Conpress, have
also made deep inroads into
the constituency:

Voters remember the work
done by Maluka dunng the
Akali regime mm Punjab,
when no one sought “bnbe”
from them. Interestingly.
while the “betrayal” by the
Maluka family mavbe raised
by some, for voters of Bathin-
da. it is a non-iss1e.

Arross the nine Assembly
segments of this Lok Sabha
constituency, namely Lambi,
Bathinda, Bhucho, Bathinda
Urban, Bathinda Rural,
Maur, Mansa, Sardulgarh and
Budhlada, drug abuse contin-
ues to be an mportant elec-
tion 1ssue,

Other than that, the non-
release of compensation for
crop loss due to bad weather
(though the government has
started rel easing it); poor imple-
mentation of welfare schemes
like: distribution of ration; PM
Grameen Awaas Yojana; and
most importantly, the rapidlby
frowing unemplovment are
the majorissues here

6,540 plaintson
C-VigilappinHry

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MAY 19
Harvana Chief Electoral Officer
(CEOQ) Anumag Agarwal said out
of 6,540 complaints recetved on
the CNigil app, 6,523 had been
resobved. with 4308 beng
addressed within 100 minutes.

The CEO said voters from
A6 states across the country
were making extensive use of
the CVigil app. So far, the
commission  has  received
424320 complaints regard-
ing violations of the model
code of conduct. He noted
that Uttar Pradesh had only
received 6,000 complaints
whereas Haryvana had
received 6540 complaints.
Even in a large state like
Gujarat, only 5347 com-
plaints have been received.

He appealed tothe voters of
Harvana that whenever they
received information about
any kind of mducement or
threats to vote during the
elections, they should report
it to the commission through
the C-Vigil app.
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54 IN FRAY FOR 3 LS SEATS IN JHARKHAND

Ranchi: Yoting in three Jharkhand Lok Sabha constituencies — Chatra, Koderma and
Hazaribag = and bypoll in Gandey Assembly seat will take place on Monday amid
tight security, officials said. Over 58.22 lakh electors are aligible to exercise their
franchise in the three Lok Sabha constituencies in thestate, while 3.15 lakh voters
are eligible to exercise their franchise in Gandey bypoll, a poll official said.

INDIAVOTES 42024

33K SECURITY MEN DEPLOYED IN ODISHA

Bhubaneswar: Around 33,000 security personnel, including 102 companies of
Central Armed Police Force and 66 platoons of Odisha Amed Police, have been
deployed forthe May 20 Lok Sabha and Assembly polls in the state. In the second
phase, the fifth at the national level, five padiamentary constituencies — Aska,
Kandhamal, Bargarh, Bolangir, and Sundargarh — and 35 Assembly seats will vote.

Here, mentellwomenwhoto votefor

Men call the shots in rural Haryana | State has 47% female

GEETANJALI GAYATRI
CHAN DIGARH, MAY 19
In this corner of patrianchal
Haryana, women believe pol-
ities 15 best left to their men
when it comes to contesting
elections or even voting in
them. Perhaps that explains
why the major political par-
ties, both the BJP and the
Congress, have together
fielded cnly five women in a
state with 47 per cent female
population (879 females for
1000 males, compared to the
national avermge of 40
females), for as many as 10
Lok Sabha seats. There are
another 11 Independent can-
didates also in the fray.
Inthe Jat heartland of Jind,
college pids, all first-time vot-
ers, are emphatic about
“going by the familydecision
on voting”, just like women
tending their cattle or tolling
in the fields nearby. Clearly,
they have been conditioned
to believe they can't take the
important decision on choos-
ing a candidate on their own.
Workang tireles shy under the
blazing sun — the tempera-
ture has hit a record high
these last few davs, crossing
42 degrees with easy impuni-
ty —inthefields of Uplana vil-
lage, Darshana, a mother of
two and a famm labourer, tells
The Tribune, “If1 was educat-
ed and informed. I wouldn't
be working in this heat in the
fields. I don't know the candi-

i T

WOMEN DON'T KNOW IN FAMILY'S INTEREST WE FOLLOW MEN

&4 Women don'tknow anything. & If| was educated and informed, | &4 Qurlife is only about

| accompany my wifeand mother  wouldn't be working in the fields. | don't household chores, bringing up

to the polling booth. We don't know the candidates and anything about | children, tending to cattle and

eventellthemwhotheyshould the polls. | have so much workat home to | doing odd jobs. The men of our

vote for. They won't understand. | handle that | don't have time for all this. family handle the rest and take

We simply tell them which button  The men understand politics and decide in | all important decisions. We follow

{0 press. Jognder Singh, rusw v, e the family's interest. Darshana, reuLisoms them on voling, Rajo, i e, samia
dates, I don't know anyvthing she has hardly finished  theyshould vote for We simply  ties, though there 18 some dis-
about the elections. T have to  speaking when the villager accompany tell them which agreement about  which
cast my vote in favour of who has brought her to work  button to press,” 30-vear old  leader belongs to which party.
somebody and I doit. It does  the fields with three other Joginder Singh proudly says. At Jind's Napurm bus stand,

not matter who t goes to. I
have so much home work to
handle that I don't have time
for all this. The men under-
stand politics and decide 1n
the family's interest”.

women jurnps into the conver-
gation. “These women don't
know anything, In my house,
accampany nmy wife and moth-
er to the polling booth. We
don't even tel the women who

The women agree.

Still, these women know
who PM Narendra Modi and
Conpress leader Rahul Gand-
hi are. They also recopnise the
election symbols of a few par-

Poonam, a third yvear political
soence student, is retuming
home after attending her class-
es. “T will be voting forthe first
time and my parents will tell
me where to vote, I can't take

FHOTO: VICKY

voters but only 16 women are in fray

such dedsions  for myself”
she says while another pid
with her adds that her father
watches television and can
make more informed cholces.

A famer, Raghubir Singh,
overheanng the conversation at
the bus-stand, underlines the
power men wield over women
inthis state. “This 15 not Amer-
iea, Japan or England. The
government does not pay for
the upbnnging of our children
and it is the mother who car-
ries the child in her womb.
They will tell their children
who to vote for This is India
and here the parents have
every right to tell their child
who tovote for” he insists.

In Bakal willage of Kaithal,
To-vearold Roshni and T-vear
old Sunar dont mind being
“puided” by the men in ther
famibies, *We will cast our vote
in Bvour of whoever the fami-
ly decides on, Thatis the way it
has always been,” they daimin
unison while other women
whon join in mamntain that their
Ives never change no matter
who comes o power

None of these women were
able to name any of the candi-
dates standing for elections, A
little prodding revealed an
entire spectrum of cholces,
from the “local master 1" to
the “sarpanch’s brother” to
the Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter. However, there 15 one
thing they all accept—they are
certain about pomng to cast
their vote on May 25.

Fansurgetorces Rahul, Akhileshtoleave Phulpurrally

NEERA] MoHAN

NEW DELHI, MAY 15
Thousands of people broke
barricades to get a doser look
at Conpgress leader Rahul
Gandhi and Samapwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav, foreing
the two to leave in haste as a
stampede-ike situation pre-
vailed at a public rally in the
Phulpur Lok Sabha con-
stituency of Uttar Pradesh’s
Prayvagm) region on Sunday:

The two senior leaders of the
INDIA bloc opted to exat the
public mlby-without addressing
the assembled crowad.

The mlly was organised in
Padila in Phulpur Lok Sabha
m suppart of Amamath Singh
Maurya of Samjwadi Party
who 15 pitted against Praveen
Patel of the BJP and Jagannath
Pal of the BSP

The medent unfolded as

workers from both Conpress
and Samajwadi Party lost con-
trol and attempted to breach
the security to reach the stage
A massive crowd of workers
from both parties flonded the
rally, as Gandhi and Akhilesh
attmacted a lape oowd
prompting the workers to
break through the bamicades
and surge onto the stage
Despite repeated requests
frorn both leaders, urging party
workers to remain calm and
settle, their appeals were disre-
garded. The policeand security
personnel faced challenges in

Followang NLIMEroUs
attempts o pacify the situa-
tion, Rahul Gandhi and
Akhilesh Yadav engaged mn a
bnef discussion among them-
sehves,  subsequently,  they
made the decsion to depart
fromn the venue to prevent any

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and Samajwadi Party president

s {9

AkhileshYadaw duning & public meeting in Phulpur on Sunday. 11

compromise in secunty. Visu-
als from the event depicted
broken barmricades and a grow-
mg crowd undersconng the
mtensity of the situation.
“This is not just a crowd. It's

the call of justice warnors of
INDIA bloe's fierce battle to
defend the Constitution. The
armgance of BIP will be shat-
tered and INDIA will tri-
umph!”, the Congress shareda

post on his X account, with a
video of Rahul Gandhi preet-

ingthe crowd
Revati HRaman Singh,
father of Congress candidate

Upwal Raman Singh from
Prayagraj, expressed con-
cerns over the chaotic situa-
tion at the rally, sayving the
crowd was uncontrollable,
and the police presence was
msufficient.

“People surged towands the
stage, leading Rahul Gandhi
amd Akhilesh Yadav to et
without delvermg  ther
speeches in Phulpur” Singh
attnbuted the mismanage-
ment to the nadequate police
force, possibly diverted forelec-
tion duty el sewhere,

Rahul Gandhi and
Akhilesh Yadav have jointly
addressed several poll rallies
in Uttar Pradesh, even m
Amethi and Raebareh, a bas-

tion for the former Congress
president until he lost the
seat to BJP's Smriti Iranid in
the 2019 General Election.

Later, both leaders went to
Allahabad to address another
rally in support of Congress
candidate Upawal Raman
Singh, Akhilesh Yadav went
to address another rally m
Allahabad. Addressing the
rally, Rahul urged the party
workers to ensure Singh's
victory by a margin of over
five lakh seats.

“The farmer standing here
will know that his income has
not doubled. In the 10 vears of
government, one lakh firmers
have committed suinide Farm-
ers are going to be helped in the
coming tmes."” Akhilesh sad,
urging the charged crowd o
preserve thetrenergy and anger
against this povernment tll the
voting day of axth phase.
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OVER 500 CENTENARIAN VOTERS IN BARAMULLA

Srinagar: Over 500 centenarians are among the 17.37 lakh voters eligible to exerncise
their franchise in J&K's Baramulla Lok Sabha constituency, with political observers
expectinga high turnout on the back of the huge crowds that thronged election rallies
and madshows. The first poll after the abrogation of Article 370 will decide the fateof
former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and 21 athers in the fray.

In Phase-5, Lalu,
Paswans legacy

at stake in Bihar

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 19
Five constituencies i Bihar—
Saran, Hajipur, Muzaffarpur,
Madhubani and Sitamarhi —
will vote on Monday to decde
the fate of 80 candidates.

Saran once used to be a
RIDbastion from where Lalu
Prasad Yadav won the Lok
sabha elections thrice. In
1977, he went to Padiament
for the first time from Saran
on a Janata Party ticket. Lat-
er, hewon the Assembly elec-
tons from Sonepur, which
comes under Saran, m 1930
and 1985, Prasad became an
MP again in 1939 but
resigned in 1990 to become
Bihar ChiefMinister. In 2004,
he again won from Saran.

In 2009, he contested the
Lok &Sabha election from
Saran and won. His wife,
Rabri Dewvi, unsuccessfully
contested from Sarmn in 2014
and lost to the BIP's Rajiv
Pratap Rudy. In 2019, the RJD
fielded Chandrika Rai and he
too lost the seat. This time the
RID has fielded Rohini
Arharya, youngest daughter
of Prasad from Saran.

In the Hajipur (reserved)
seat, the contest 1s between
LJP (Ram Vilas) leader Chi-
rag Paswan and BRJD candi-
date Shiv Chandra Ram.
Ram Vilas Paswan had repre-
sented Hajipur eight times,
In the 2019 election, Paswan
fielded his younger brother
Pashupati Kumar Paras, who
too won the seat.

From Sitamarhi, Sunil
Eiimar Pintu, the incumbent
MP was dropped by the JD ()
mn favour of Bihar Assembly
Council chaimman Devesh
Chandra Thakur The RID has
fielded Arjun Rai In the 2019
LS elections, Pintu defeated
Rai by over 25 lakh votes.

In Madhubani, the BJP's
Ashok  Yadav  defeated
Vikashil Insaan Party (VIP)
candidate Badn Kumar
Purbey in 2019, This time the
RJD has placed Al Ashraf
Fatmi against Ashok Yadav,
who 15 the son of former four-
time MP from the seat and
sernor BJP leader Hukumdeo
Narayan Yadav. In the 1990s,
the constituency was domi-
nated by the Community Par-
ty of India. In 19389, 1991 and
1996 Communist Party of
India won the seat.

In Muzaffarpur, the contest
15 between the BJP's Raj

ALL EYES ON
~ POLITICAL HEIRS
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B Saran: RID hasfielded Rohini

Acharya, youngest daughter
of Lalu Prasad Yadaw

® Hajipur: Chirag Paswan, son
of late Ram Vilas Paswan, will
represent LIP {(RamVilas)

B fadhubani: Ashok Yadav,
=on of former fourtime MP
Hukurmdeo Marayan Yaday,
g in fray from BJP

IN UP, 14 SEATS GO

TO POLLS TODAY
B The stage isset for the 5th

phaseofthe Lok Sabha polls
for 14 seats in Uttar Pradesh
on Monday, including promi
nentones such asRaebareli,
Amethi and Lucknow, mark-
ing a crucial moment where
the fate of several key candi
dates is at stake

B The constituencies that go
to the polls are Raebarell,
Armethi, Lucknow, Faizabad,
Kaisargan], Jalaun, Maohan-
lalgan], Jhansi, Hamirpur,
Banda, Fatehpur, Kausharme
ki, Barabanki and Gonda

Byoters will determine the fate
of several prominent leaders,
including Union ministers Raf
nathSingh and Srmrit Irani,
along with former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi

B Atotalof 144 candidates are
contesting inthe fith phase
of elections. Initially, the EC
receied 466 nominations, of
which 147 underwent scruti-
ny and nominationsof 144
candidates were deemed elk
gible and approved for partici-
pation in the electoml fray

Bhushan Choudhary and
Ajay Nishad of the Congress.
In 2019, Nishad won ona BJP
ticket defeating Choudhary,
who had contested on a VIP
ticket. This time, when the
BJP dropped Nishad, he
joined the Congress.

Late don Shahabuddin’s wite Hena queers pitch for RJD in Siwan

Defeat in three consecutive Lok Sabha elections — 2009, 2014 and 2019 —fails to deter her from running again

AKSHEEV THAKUR
SIWAN | BIHAR), MAY 15
Hena Shabab is a contrast to
her husband Mohammad
Shabuddin, the late don of
Siwan, whose writ ran large
enough in the area for politi-
cians of all shades to condole
his untimely demise due to
Covidin2021.Clad in aburga
and weanng smiles, Hena
walks the roads of Shwan
seeking votes in the name of
her husband's “charity”.
“Saheb (areference to Sha-
habuddin) taught me a lot.
He did a lot for girls’ educa-
tion and even ensured doc-
tors did not fleece patients, [
want to carry forward his
work., Not only Muslims, 1
will et votes foom all com-
munities, The RJD aban-
doned Saheb's family. That
was not right,” says the 48-
vear old, in fray from Siwan
as an Independent. The fact
that Shabab lost three polls

in the past did not deter her
from running again.
Needless to say her entry
has queered the pitch for
RJID with Lalu Yadav's oth-
erwise loyal Muslim vote
bank at the risk of division.
Campaigning near JP
Chowlk, a hub here, Shahab
reminds people of her hus-
band’s philanthropic work.
A Siwan local Mohit Kush-
waha tells this correspondent
that he owes a lot to Saheb.
“After his demise we want to
support Hena 5. The RJD
should have supported those
who stood by them,” he says.
Travelsinthe area took The
Tribune to Pratappur, a vil-
lage where Shahabuddin
once hved. Locals here still
remember him with awe. It
was here that in 2001, Sha-
habuddin had a fieme
encounter with the Bihar
police in which 10 persons
and two policemen died.
“Saheb's family does not

A
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SAHEB TAUGHTMEA LOT

|| ®® Saheb (a referenceto

Shahabuddin)taughtme a

lot. He did a lot for girls’

educationand even
ensured doctors did not
fleece patients. | want fo
carry forward his work. Not

| only Muslims, | will get votes

from all communities. The

RID abandoned Saheb's

family. That was not right.

Hena Shabab, m0BeanesT cay ATE, S
<<HenaShahab campaignsin
Bihar's Siwan. TRIBUNE PHOTD

The Siwan constituency has a considerable Muslim population. It has three lakh

Muslim, 2.5 lakh Yadav and 2.5 lakh Extremely Backward Class voters

stay here anymore. But we
remember the janta darbar
he used to hold her He heard
and resolved our pmoblems,”
gayd Mohammad Awvib, ares-
ident of Pratappur.

shabab gets strength from
such locals and politically her
claim was boosted when All
India Majhs-E-Ittehadul Mus-
lmeen{AIIM)extended sup-
port. She tells people of RJDr's

desertion of the Shahabuddin
family in the hope that her
community and others will
punish the RJD candidate,
Shahabuddin  helped a
fledgling RJD gain strength

in Bihar and supported Lalu
Yadav's party in its formative
vears through early 1990s. But
after his death due to Covid in
May 2021, the RJID distanced

itself from his family.

Shabab says Muslims of
Siwan voted for the RJD in
the name of Shahabuddin
who represented the seg-
ment twice as MLA (1990 and
1995) and four times (1996,
1998, 1999 and 2004) as MP
Shahabuddin died at 53 vears
while serving a life sentence
for double murder

Shahabis now recalling his
legacy carrving the election
symbol of auto-rickshaw.

Her entry into politics was
also linked to the bar on Sha-
habuddin to contest owing to
his conviction in the munder
of CP1 (ML) activist Chote Lal
Gupta. Shahab could never
quite fill her partner’s shoes.
She contested 2009, 2014 and
2019 L5 polls unsuccessfully:

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, Shahab was defeated by
JD{Teandidate Kavita Singh,
wife of another pgangster
turned politician, Ajay Kumar
singh, As for the RID the last
time it won this seat was in

2004 when Shahabuddin was
alive. Though, the main con-
test this time is between JD
(U)'s Viaylakshmi Kushwa-
ha, wife of former JD(T MLA
Ramesh Kushwaha and BJD
candidate Awadh Bihari
Choudhary, former Speaker
of the DBihar Legislative
Assembly, Shahab's entry
has made it trian pular

Ask her why she filed her
nominations and Shabab says
that in 2022, she sought a
RajvaSabha nomination from
the RJD, which dedined.

*In February 2024, 1
announced that I will contest
L5 polls as an Independent,”
says shabab. Currently the
Grand opposition allianoe
rules the roost in Siwan.

Out of Siwan's sbc assembly
sepments  (Siwan, Zimde,
Darauli, Raghunathpur,
Daraunda and Barhana), the
BJP has just Daraunda, The
Grand albance has the rest
Shwan polls on May 25,
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Phase Vpoll

Amid campaign heat, real issues eclipsed

S voters head to the polling stations today

in the fifth phase of the seven-phase Lok

Sabha elections, they will determine the

fate of 6895 candidates vying for 49 seats

ross gix states and two union territories,

including Ladakh. With this phase, 428 seats would

have been covered, leaving 115 for the final two phas-

es. Key candidates in this round include the BJP's

Smriti Iran (Amethi} and Rajnath Singh (Lucknow)
and the Congress’ Rahul Gandhi (Raebareli).

The long-drawn-out polls being held amid a heatwave
might be causing ennui, but the campaigning has been
anything but dull. Political parties have gone all out to
capture voters' attention, often drawing the ire of the
Hection Commission of India (ECI). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has sought to clarify his remarks about
Muslims, suggesting that the reference to large families
pertained fo poorer sections of society. Meanwhile, Sam
Pitroda of the Congress resigned, following a backlash
over his allegedly racist comments. In West Bengal BJP
candidate and retired judge Abhijit Gangopadhyvay
received a show-cause notice from the ECI forhis deroga-
tory comments about CM Mamata Banerjee. The Aam
Aadmi Party is in turmoil over allegations levelled by its
Rajva Sabha MP Swati Maliwal against Arvind Eejriw-
al's aide Bibhav Kumar, allowing the BJP tocapitalise on
the controversy. And then there was Kangana Ranaut.

Asaresult, several keyissues that impact the lives
of citizens have been overshadowed. Political rheto-
ric has increasingly steered clear of a meaningful
debate, focusing on personal attacks and inflamma-
tory statements. This trend is eroding the integrity of
the democratic engagement, undermining the vot-
ers’ capability to make informed decisions.

Terrorattacksin Valley

Centre must ensure that people vote without fear

ERRORISTS targeted a former sarpanch in

Shopian and atourist couple from Rajasthan

in Anantnag on Saturday night ahead of

polling for the Baramulla Tok Sabha con-

stituency. The attacks, which claimed ex-

sarpanch Aijaz Sheikh's life and left the visiting duo
mnjured, remind us again of the fact that the security
forces cannot afford to let their guard down. The violence
15 clearly an attempt to disrupt the electoral process in
Kashmir. Baramulla goes to the polls today, while voting
for the Anantnag-Rajouri seat will take place on May 25.
Major political parties, including the National Confer-

OPINION
Hindu-Muslim binary looms large

The CAAis a political ploy to demonstrate that the government is pro-Hindu

TRYSTS AND TURNS

JULIO RIBEIRO

RIME Minister
Narendra Modi said
lastweelk: “If I do Hin-
du-Muslim, I won't be
fit for public life.” He
was commenting on the Elec
tion Commission of India's
{(ECI) notice to the BJP presk
dent on Modi's statement at a
recent election rally
Rajasthan, where he said that
the Congress was intending to
snatch the assets accumulated
by his supporters over the years
(including their wives' mangal-
sutras) to redistribute the
wealth among ‘infiltrators’ and
their ‘large families'.
Everyeitizen of our great coun-
try knew who the PM was refer-
ring to. Caught in a bind, he said
he was referring to the ‘poor’ of
India when he talked of those
with large families. But he
refrained from explaining his
simultaneous reference to ‘infil-
trators’ when he spoke about the
Robin Hood tendencies of his
political enemies. He had
crossed the limits set by the
ECl's model code of conduct
and this was a possible escape
route he was trying to explore.
In politics, some hes are to be
expected. The problem anses
when lies get mlled out every
day, especially dunng election
rallies. Take Modi's statement
that he would not be fit forpublic
life if he encouraged the Hindu-
Muslim dvide, Then what 15 the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) that he and Amit Shah
boast about, iIf not an attempt to
divide? Last week, we were
regaled with the news of the first
beneficiarnes of the CAA.
A fimily of Gujarati Hindus, set-
tled in Pakistan's Sindh provinee,
had applied for and succeeded In

Ehf El'il‘.llllll! JALANDHAR | MONDAY | 20 MAY 2024

PUZZLING: Modihas claimed that he would be unfit for public office if he fuelled Hind u-Muslim discord. F/n

recenving o tizenship in India, How
was it any different from the mil-
hon Hindus from Sindh and else-
where in Pakistan who had
crossed over the vears 1o be with
their co-relipionists? Did any of
them face rejection? It would be
surpnsing if even a single instance
of such rejection were quoted.

The CAA is a political plov to
demonstrate that the govermment
15 out-and-out pro-Hindu, which
the BJP dispensation led by Atal
Bihan Vijpayee was not. I do not
see any motive for introducing
the CAA exrept to needle the
minority Mushms and tell them
that they are not wanted in
Bharat. Hindus cmossing over
from Pakistan, both West and
East, were abvays welcomed. Why
is the BJP trying to prove that it
was otherwise, when it was not?

I am happy that Modi clarified
in his defence of his Rajasthan
speech that large famibies are to
be found largely in poorer hou se-
holds, rrespective of the faith of
the couples imvolved. I hope has
darfication is read and believed,
particularly by his followers in
Gujarat. I had a friendly alterca-
tion with them in March 2002,
some 15 days after the Godhra
train incident and the riots that
followeed all over that state. I had

| hope Modis
clarification that large
families are to be
found largely in poorer
households is believed
by his followers,
especially in Gujarat.

gone to Ahmedabad to find out
from ny former police colleagues
why they had failed to control the
rioters, In 1985, I had headed the
Gujarat Police for four months.
The officers in charge in 2002had
worked as my juniors and knew
what had to be done to control
communal conflagrations.
Gujaratis have been my
friends since my school and col-
lege dayvs in Mumbai The
Gujaratis of Ahmedabad were
well disposed towards me. I was
invited to dinner by a respected
doctor He had two dozen cou-
ples as puests, After dinner, we

sat down to discuss the happen-
ngs in Ahmedabad.

It was soon apparent that com-
munal passions predominated at
that dinner, The more vociferous
of the puests asserted that every
Muslim had four wives and, of
course, four or more children
from each wife. I asked if in
Gujarat there were four million
Muslim women for the million
Muslim men living there. Of
course, my question stumped
them., but 1t did not stop a choms
of voices from asserting the
veracity of the original claim. I
pointed out to them that in Ker-
ala, with a 27 per cent Mushim
population, the community’'s
reproductive rate was reportedly
no higher than that of Hindus or
Christians because there was 100
per cent literacy among women
and their men were gainfully
emploved n West Asia,

I cannot daim they were con-
vinced. Communal passions
were too high at the time of my
vigit. If Modi really means what
he says, he should convinee his
followers in his own state and
other states of India that larpe
families are a corollary of pover-
tv and 1llteracy, especially
among womenfolk., Religion
cannot be blamed for that.

The PM's assertion that he does
not dabble in Hindu-Muslim dis-
sensions puzled me. When 1
returned from Romania in Janu-
ary 1994 and occupied my flat in
the city of my hrth, I was
approached by fellow atzenscon-
cerned about the communal
divide in Mumbai following the
destruction of the Babn Maspd in
Ayodhva and the nots that fol-
keweed. Then Police Commissioner
Satish Sahney conveyved to me the
views of then CM Shamd Pawar
that the abenation of the Muslims
was a matter that needed the
state’s undivided attention.

Sahney and 1, with the help of
Sushobha Barve of Rajmohan
Gandhi's Moral Reanmmament out-
fit, started the Mohalla Committee
Movernent in the city's slums
where arson, loot and kllings had
taken place in 1992-93. Over the
vears, after numemus visits to
those localities and the active sup-
port of the pobice, we restored a
sermblance of ervility and under-
standing in the relations between
the two communities that leve
cheek by jowl in those slums.

Justwhen westarted hicking our
chops and patting oursebves on
the back, the Lok Sabha elections
of 2014 brought in a BJP govern-
ment headed by Modi. By 2019,
our workers on the ground report-
ed a perceptible change, with fear
followed by hatred taking mot.
Disheartened, the workers have
reported that 20 vears of positive
progress in communal amity has
been replaced by dibisveness
and hate based on fear, Now, they
wollld have to work much harder
to pet the two commurnities to
understand each other

The only saving grace, if one
wishes to call it that, was that the
probability of dashes between the
communities  had  receded
because those who usually engi-
neered violence were now in the
dnver's seat and those who organ-
ised defences felt the futility of
doing soin the altered seenano.

S0, the PM's contention that
he would be unfit for public
office if he fuelled Hindu-Mus-
him discord will continue to puz-
zle observers like me.

ence (NC), the Feople’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the
BJP have condemned the attacks. Notably, Sheikh was
associated with the BJE which is notin the poll fray in the
Valley. The encouraging turnout (36 per cent) in the Srina-
gar constituency last week —way above the 144 per cent
recorded m the 2019 General Election — has raised hopes
of a similarly good response from voters in Baranmulla and
Anantnag-Rajoun constituencies. It is imperative for the
Centre to beef up security in these areas and prevent ter-
rarists from attacking localresident s, tounsts and migrant
workers, People should be encouraged tovote without fear
50 as to send out a strong message that J& K is on the road
to normaley. Candidates and other political leaders havea
big role to play in reassuning voters.

The terror attacks should not be allowed to eclipse
the fascinating poll battles in Kashmir While the Bara-
mulla contestis primarily between former CM and NC
nominee Omar Abdullah and People's Conference
chief Sajad Gani Lone, wild-card entrant Sheikh
Abdul Rashid is keeping both of them on their toes.
Popularly known as ‘Engineer Rashid', he was arrest-
ed in therun-up to theabrogation of Article 370 in 2019
and is still behind bars. The post-delimitation Anant-
nag-Rajouri seat is also witnessing a multi-cornered
contest, with PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti pitted
against the NC's Mian Altaf Ahmad and the BJP
backed Apni Party’'s Zafar Igbal Manhas.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Result of ‘obstruction’ in Bengal

A CLEAR note of rony runs through every line of the lengthy
communigque, a full tesd of which is now available, that has just
now been published by the Bengal Government, giing reasons
for its decision to abolish certain of 1ts departments as a conse-
quence of the rejection by the Swarmjists of money grants cover-
ng those departments. This “being a transferred subject”, says
the communique, “His Excellency does not wish to deprive the
Legislative Council of the responsibility which Parliament has
placed upon them in such matters.” As a statement of a wellestab-
lished and sound constitutional practice, the announcement quot-
ed above s quite correct, but read in the light of the subsequent
action of Lord Lvtton in retainin g his Ministers whose salaries had
been practically vetoed by the legislature, t has clearly the
appearance of a mablcious hit upon the obstructionist policy
adopted by the followers of Mr CR. Das in the Bengal Counal. It
will be remembered that the Benpal Legislative Council, in the
last budget session, accepted a motion fortherejection of the total
voted provision under the minor head 32 medical establish-
ments’. By the motion, the Council refused the salaries of Civil
Surgeons in charge of 13 districts in the Provinee and of Assistant
Surgeons and Sub-Assistant Surgeons in medical charge of all
sub-divisions, together with the establishment of these officers
and of the establishment of the Surgeon-General and Crvil Sur-
geons whose salanes are on the non-voted 1ist. The Govemor has
taken the oppositionists at ther word and refused to certify such
itermns as related to the transferred departments,

Intolerance isitself a form of violence and an obstacle to the growth ofa true democratic spirit. —MahatmaGandhi

Cocktail of piety
and politics

the verandah when the gate of my house clanged

open. A woman with a big smile on her face handed
me a flver which carried details of a religious congre gation
to be graced by a guru in a sports hall. She repeatedly asked
me to attend the gathering.

The guru's name, which was printed on the handbill,
rang a bell, A few vears ago, I had spotted one of his books
that lay on the desk of my colleague, who was his devout
follower. As I had quickly browsed it in the colleague’s
absence, I perceived that the puru's writings bore an
uncanny similarity to those of Osho Rajneesh.

The venue for the congregation had a festive look. Keen
followers from remote hill distriets and neighbouring
states had already swarmed into the hall. A few stalls
busily sold devotional merchandise to avid followers, The
organisers, with an air of humility, hustled around dis-
charging their duties.

As T weaved my way into the hall, a chirpy girl hel ped
me to a corner, where I sat reservedly, intently watch-
ing the gathering build up. Before the guru had
arrived, a saffron-clad, bearded baba, holding a trishul
upright with a damru strung around, came out of
nowhere. With saintly quietude, he occupied a seat in
the front row. A hush fell over the audience when a
cluteh of local politicians, including a candidate of a
major political party in the upcoming elections, arrived
a few minutes before the guru's entry.

The erowd was joyously vammering for the guru's dar-
shan. Anticipating his arrival, the followers broke into
high-pitched singing of bhajons. Lo and behold! The
sprightly guru entered the hall amid a deafening applause,
Attired in an off-white wrap-around dress, he waved to the
adoring crowd and reached the dais.

He had not vet settled down on the couch when the
politicians came up the stage and bowed to touch his
feet. They huddled together and whispered something to
him. They resumed their seats, visibly happy with the
guru's tacit electoral blessings.

The goings-on did not strike a chord with me, nor was
there any palpable mystical aura about the guru. An
exchange of prous platitudes between him and a posse
of followers was followed by a Q&A session, during
which he gave hopelessly unimpressive answers to
mundane questions.

By then, I had concluded that the congregation was a
heady mix of piety and politics. Before it became too horri-
ble to bear, I walked out in a huff, pitying the people who
fell prey to such humbug.

() NE afternoon in April, I was having a cup of teaon

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AAP’'s moment of truth
The alleged assault on AAP MP Swati Mali-
wal by Bibhav Kumar, a close aide of CM
Arvind Eejriwal, is a stark reminder of the
pervasive gender injustice within Indian
politics. Maliwal's detailed account of the
incident and the distressing nature of her
allegations highlight a grave issue: no par-
ty, including AAP 15 immune to such scan-
dals. The unverified videos targeting Mali-
wal further complicate the narrative,
showeasing the ugly political tacties at
play. Kejriwal's silence is deafening and
undermines his past advocacy for women's
rights. This case 15 not just about individ-
ual culpability but also a test of AAP's
integrity and the broader pohtical commit-
ment to gender justice. A transparent
investigation is imperative for restoring
the public’'s faith in our political system.
GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Modesty of woman MP
Apropos of the editorial "Assault on Mali-
wal’; Bibhav Kumar, the aide of Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal accused of assaulting the
AAP Rajyva Sabha MPE has also filed a
police complaint against her, alleging that
she had breached the security of the Del-
hi CM's residence. But it is unfortunate
that the AAP national convener has failed
to address the incident so far. He must
break his silence now; otherwise, it would
give the public the impression that he had
a hand in the assault on the MP It is not
merely a political issue. It is about the
modesty of a woman parliamentarian.
UPENDRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

A matter of gender justice

With reference to ‘Assault on Maliwal'; the
case 1s a test for political ethos on gender jus-
tice It underlines the pathetic state of affairs in
national politics, The woman MP's allegations
of being slapped and kicked by Arvind Kejriw-
al's aide deserve the attention of the entire
nation. How can a prominent woman leader —
aRajya Sabha member— be thrashed hike this,
and that too, at the ChI's residence in the
national capital? The top AAP leadership must
take a serious view of the episode and address
it. When will women in politics start being

treated as dipnified human bemngs with the
same rights and privileges as men?
RAJ BAHADUR YADAY, FATEHABAD

Don't politicise religion
Refer tothe news report "PM Modi: Congress
will bulldoze Ram Temple if elected’; it 15 a
classic case of a poltician exploting the rel-
gious sentiments of a particular communty
amid the election season to vield electoral
dmidends. Such rresponsible utterances are
beneath the dignity of any leader, let alone a
sitting PM. The Congress must raise the mat-
ter with the Election Commission of India
(ECI}). It is now more important than ever to
ensure that all political parties and leaders,
including the BJP comply with the code of
conduet. No leader should be politicising a
rehginus matter for votes.

JAGDISH CHAMDER, JALANDHAR

Making all voices heard
The facility to vote from home provided by
the Election Commission of India to those
over the age of 85 vears and the ones who are
differently abled is welcome. Thanks to the
initiative, my 95-vear-old, ailing mother got
to exercise her franchise, Whole teams of
people from the district election office have
been reaching out to such voters to make
sure that their voices are heard. The ECI and
government officials performmg  their
duties during the peak of summer and
reaching the doorsteps of elderly and spe-
cially abled people deserve kudos. Thisis a
big win for Indian democracy:

VINAY KUMAR MALHOTRA, AMBALA CANTT

Chhetri's retirement
Football legend Sunil Chhetri  has
announced his decision to hang up his boots
at the age of 39, Understandably, the news
has left millions of his admirers across the
world heartbroken. He proved himself to be
an incomparable player, a leader and a
sportsman par excellence. Football enthusi-
asts have travelled miles to watch him play
in person or staved glued to TV screens for
hours, just ad miring his skills. He never let
them down and always lived up to their
hopes. He has done the country proud.

SPS NARANG, GURUGRAM

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200+word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letters@tibunemall.com
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External affairs add spice to Amritsar contest

KP NAYAR
STRATEGIC ANALYST

there are a fistful of

Lok Sabha constituen-

cies in India where elec-

tion campaigns overly

Trpha sl se external

affairs, Amrntsar leads them.

This is more pronounced in

the 2024 contest — four-cor-

nered — thanin the previous

two parlhamentary battles

from Amritsar which this
columnist has observed.

Gastronomy 8 fundamen-
tal to the good life in Amritsar.
The 2019 contest, among oth-
er things, enhanced the inter-
national culinary profile of
the aty, much to the delight
of the Punjabi diaspora
woddwide, Soon after that
election, HardeepSingh Pun,
who contested unsuccessful-
ly from this constituency, was
appointed Minister of State
with independent charge of
Civil Aviation. He recast the
in-flight menu of Air India —
then a government undertak-
ing — to mdude Amritsar:
kulcha. It tumed out to be
hugely popular on Air India’s
long-haul flights, which
served full meals,

Emirates, one of the most
popular aidnes in the word,
noticed the development. Not
to be left behind, this flag car-

ner of the UAE, posthaste pot
its flight kitchen conceptu-
alisers to taste Amritsar
Fuleho. Emirates has been far
more discriminating than Air
Indiain its choice of food and
does not hesitate to copy sue-
cessful experiments by other
airlines, especially 1n its busi
ness and firstclass cabins.
Finding approval after quick
but rigomus vetting by theair-
line's multmational chefs,
thisz sipnature Amritsari dish
was soon on the m-flight
menu of the plobal aidine
headnuarteredin Dubal. Emi-
rates also added Amritsar:
chiiole to its breakfast menu.
The core passenger revenle
of Emirates is owed to flyers
from the sub-continent, of
which I'ndia is at the top, Pun-
Jabi and Malayali cuisines are
potentially big draws for eth-
nie Indian passengers. Dishes
like Amritsarnt kulcho have
made the pmde in this
respect, but cuisine from Ker-
ala like appem or puttu, isyet
to be on the dining menus of
global airlines.

The jewel n the crown of
such internationalisation of
Amntsar's foodie culture was
when The Oval among the
word's most highbrow sport-
Ing venues, served Amntsart
kulcha in the press box at the
2019 ODI World Cup, jointly
hosted by England and Wales.
The ingenuous move of sery-
ing this desi preparation dur-
mg the June 9 India-Austalia
rmatch proved so popular that
on June 27, the Old Trafford
stadium in Manchester served
Amritsan chhole for break fist

L ——

PLEDGE: Candidates are promising t

hat India-Pakistantrade through

the AttariWagah land moute would be resumed. s1ooK

during the India-West Indes
match. Edgbaston, a ericket
ground in Birmingham. also
served Amritsarn  kuleha
during the India-England
match on June 30.

The foreipn policy excep-
tionalism of candidates of all
parties who are traditionally in
thefray in Amntsar woulkd sur-
prise — even shock — practe-
tioners of diplomacy 1n New
Delhi, both in Chanakyapun,
the national capital’s diplo-
matic enclave, and the South
Block, seat of the Ministry of
External Affairs. This dection
is no different. All candidates
in the current election are
promising that Indis-Pakistan
tmde thmupgh the Attan-
Wagah land route would be
resumed. This is of oritical
mportance for fammers, small

Without bilateral
talks, the idea of
reopening the land
route for rade isa
pipedream.

and medium enterprises and
exporters in Amntsar distnet.
How they will doit is not clear
because India’s policy is that
terror and hilateral talks can-
not go hand in hand. Without
hilateral talks. the dea of
reopening the ind moute for
trade is a pipe dream. Of the
four main candidates in the
oontest, Tarmnjit Singh Sand-
hu, the BJP's nominee, is
more practical. Without wait-
g for the reopening of border
trade, he is looking at Dubai as
a re-export destination for
poods from Amritsar that are
in demarnd in Pakistan For
many decades, Dubai has
been a transit point for Indian
poods hke sugar and
processed rubber products
like truck tyres to Pakistan,

It s perhaps a reflection of

the globalisation of Amntsar's
aspirations that two of the four
candidates putup by the politi-
cal parties that matter in Pun-
jab have been non-resident
Indians (NRIs.) Itwas the same
n the Lok Sabha election five
vears ago. MA Yusuff Al and
Mukesh Aghi are not in the
electoral fray in Amritsar, but
their names are often heard
not only in the urban seg-
ment of this Lok Sabha con-
stituency but also in the bor
der village of Attari.

In last vear's Fhrbes list of bil-
honares, Al was mnked 2Tth
among the richest Indians
Anticipating another term of
the Narendra Modi govem-
ment. Al 15 a repular caller on
the BJP's Sandhu. Ali's Lulu
Group, with an annual
tumover of $8.4 billion, accord-
mg to Forbes magarine, has
established a footprint in Pun-
jab since 2019 in meat process-
mg, agneulture value chains
and real estate, inchuding a
put all his eggs in Sandhu's
basket in this election because
he anticipates the BJP candi-
date to be a bndge between
Amnitsar and New Delhi, ime
spective of whether Sandhu
wins or loses. Aphi s the Presi-
dent of the Washington-based
USIndia Strategic Partnership
Forum, which is committed to
promoting business relations
between the two countries
Apghi. several NRIs from Amnt-
sar and the Federation of Indi-
an Chambers of Commene
and Industries recently set up
the Viksit Amritsar Initia-
tive. It has raised 100 mil-

hon for startups and human
development-focused enter-
prises in Amritsar

Elected to the 16th Punjab
Vidhan Sabha from Ajnala,
near Amntsar, Kuldeep Singh
Dhalmwal, the incumbent Min-
ister for NRI Affairs and
AAP's Lok Sabha nominee
from Amritsar, gave up his
American  citizenship to
plunge into state politics. Th be
precise, therefore, he was a
Person of Indian Origin for
consularpurposes, an enlarge
ment on an ethnie Indian's
NHI status. Puri and Sandhu
were NRIs in the technical
sense, since they ived in the
US as government servants,
posted to New York and Wash-
mgton. Because the deepest
aspirations of the people of
Amntsar have an internation-
al dimension, most of Dhaliw-
al's speeches in the ongoing
campaign are about NRI
affhirs. Pungabis the onby state
that has a legally constituted
NRI Sabha registered under
the Societies Act. Last vear
Dhaliwal announced that the
state povernment had decided
to hold repular election s to this
representative organisation of
Punjabis hiving abroad and
returnees to the state.

The incumbent ME Gurjeet
Singh Aujla, isthe only major
candidate who does not over-
Iy stress Amritsar's external
aspirations. But his social
connect with people is obvi-
ous at weddings, childbirths
and funerals. If re-elected. he
may have to change course
because globalisation is set to
expand m this eity.

Use the power of the ballot to bail out democracy

NEERA CHANDHOKE
POLITICAL SCIENTIST

[

HAT is at
stake iIn
the 2024
elections?
A great
deal because for the past
10 years, the spectre of
autocratisation, a process
that whittles away the
substance of democracy
while retaining the
facade, has been hanging
heavily over our heads.
Autocrats have done away
with substantive democra-
cy. More troublingly, they
have cynically provoked
intense polarisation
among a people who had
re-learnt to live together
In the process, we bear
witness to the death of the
gpirit of democracy, 1e sol-
idarity. In the heyday of
Communism, solidarity
referred to fellow feeling
among the working class-
e5. Today, the sentiment is
important if we want
democracy to survive.
Solidarity, or its cousin
fraternity, 15 enshrined in
the Preamble to the Con-
stitution. Consider the
tasks that the Constitution
makers had to confront. A

people who had been
divided along lines of
politicised religion had to
accept each other as fellow
citizens in a democratic
political community. They
had descended to the low-
est level of humanity dur-
ing the Partition. The mak-
ers of the Constitution
tried to introduce a mod-
irum of sanity in the
charged atmosphere. They
brought to the forefront
the normative precepts of
political theory — free-
dom, equality, justice and
fraternity — in the Pream-
ble. Indians who were in
thrall of religion were
offered an alternative: sol-
idarity, which is important
for at least two reasons.
One, democracy falters
if people do not care about
others, about their ill
health or poverty, or if a
particular community is
subjected to rampant
injustice. Without solidar-
ity, we become a bunch of
rights-bearing, self-inter-
ested individuals. With-
out solidarity, we will con-
tinue to live in Hobbes'
state of nature, i1solated
and cut off from the
virtues that make us com-
plete as human beings.
Two, history shows that
when people come togeth-
er in shared webs of soli-
darity against oppression,
they move the proverbial
mountain. They dislodge
regimes that elaim to rule
by divine right. They dis-
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mantle powerful imperial
empires. They challenge
rovernments that abuse
power merely by assem-
bling on the streets, as they
did in 1939 in Eastern
Europe. In Iran, women
called out patriarchy by
publicly cutting off a lock
of their hair Germans
brought down the Berlin
Wall. Indoing so, they have
passonately and coura-
geously propelled solidari-
ty as the centrepiece of the
political agenda.

It is not surprising that
autocrats, who are in the
business of accumulating
power, try to divide people.
There is nothing quite as
awesome in history as the
spectacle of masses with-

w

¥ ®
Sm
i = o
r & — e i

FRAMCHISE: Defiance takes different forms — we have the vote. am

The tragedy of
contemporary India
is the closingin of
the Indian mind
through stories of
manufactured
enmity.
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out leaders or organisa-
tions spontaneously arising
to defy unjust laws. Defi-
ance takes other forms —
we have the vote, We donot
need to cut off the King's
head. as in the French Rev-
olution. We need to use the
vote prudently.

Why is our vote signifi-
cant? In 2014, a sizeable
number of Indians put their
trust n Narendra Modi. His
charismatic personality was
extensively written and
spoken about. Charisma in
excessive doses can, howev-
er, be harardous for demoe-
racy s health. Consider the
relentless targeting of the
Muslim minority in pecu-
liarly unenvil terms, This is
accepted because the leader

15 charismatic. So. our Mus-
Iim fellow citizens have nei-
ther names nor distinet
biographies; neither worth-
while belief systems nor
lanpuages. The minority is
just a sack of potatoes and
amash of potatoes, as Karl
Marx had once remarked
in adifferent context. Per-
haps, it is easier to infliet
violence on people when
they have become face-
less. They are simply a
part of a group that has
been vilified through the
politics of hate.

The deleterious conse-
quences of right-wing
majoritarianism are clear.
Slurs that, till 10 yvears ago,
were confined to the sub-
conscious have been cata-
pulted to the forefront of
the political agenda and
public sphere. We, the peo-
ple of India, pave to our-
selves a Constitution that
created a democratic polit-
ical community. We, the
people of India, have been
onee again divided by cvn-
ical power politics. Thas is
the tragedy of contempo-
rary India: the elosing in of
the Indian mind through

unbelievable stories of
manufactured enmity.
And we, passionate

defenders of democracy,
justice, freedom, equality
and solidarity, are suffocat-
ed when the ruling class
casts a pall of fear over the
country and when our fel-
low citizens suffer.
Philosopher Brahm

Prakash, author of Body
On The Barricades, writes
that at least some of us are
feeling suffocated by the
situation shaping Indian
society. We are feeling bar-
ricaded, chained in our
bodies and spaces. I am

looking for words and
phrases to describe the
times we are living

through. For me, no other
words match the potential
and wvulnerability of ‘I
can't breathe'. I am look-
ing for a figurative image
that can capture this situa-
tion in body and action.
The imapge I see 15 that of
the body on the barricades.

A caveat 15 in order here.
Power that stifles democ-
racy 18 constantly stalked
by Goddess Nemesis, who
punishes hubris. The ‘sig-
nificant other’ of power is
resistance. Resistance
does not refute the legiti-
macy of the state; it rejects
the idea that laws are justi-
fiable simply because they
have been enacted by the
Fovernment. In the Gand-
hian sense, resistance is
justified by the belief that
ordinary human beings
have the moral compe-
tence to protest against
unjust laws. In solidarity,
we protest, we march and
we  sing  revolutionary
gongs for the sake of
democracy and justice.
Above all, we vote —one of
the most potent weapons
of resistance, provided it is
used for democracy.

| QUICK CROSSWORD | SU DO KU FORECAST

.

3 3 7 ACROSS
. 1 Temporary stop (5) 2
3

16 Steal (6)

8 Light-hearted (8)

9 Ardent enthusiast (5) 4

10 Commercial dealings (8} | g

11 Wild hump-backed 6
shaggy ox (5)

12 Impudence (3)

17 Relating to sight {(6)

DOWN

table (5]

12 Allow (3)

Hermetically sealed (8)
Hardened by experience (8)
Tall slender slk y-coated dog (6)
Hard-wearing cotton fabric (3)
Baottle For condiments at

T Become aware of (5)

13 Mild explosive sound (3)

819 6

S

18 Surpass (3)

23 Concur (5) 14 One-stomeved house (8)

15 Easv task (H)

24 Assign (8) 19 Proscribe (6)

25 Unpromising (5)

24

20 Fortunate (5)
21 Dazzling light (5)
22 Bitterly pungent(5)

26 Wartime puoerrilla
fighter (B)
27 Not sleeping (5)

SATURDAY'S SOLUTION
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Across | Lacklustre, 6 51it, 10 Spasm, 11 Superstar, 12 All the go,
13 Agent, 15 Outward, 17 Thunder, 19 Contend, 21 Abysmal, 22

Rabid, 24 Salutary, 27 Arbitrate, 28 Drape, 29 Nile, 30 Pretty well.
Down: 1 Last, 2 Charlatan, 3 Limit, 4 Souspend, 5 Rapport, 7 Lathe,

B Turn turtle, 9 Treasury, 14 For certain, 16 Anecdote, 18 Demar-
cate, 20 Despair, 21 Ailment, 23 Babel, 25 Today, 26 Tell.
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SATURDAY'S SOLUTION e .

SUMRISE: TUESDAY 05:1% HRS

7|1|2]|]9(5|4|6|8)|3 cITY MAX MIN
SE8ES1612)3 PRBEESY | chandigarh |44 | 27
Q| |8l3]|s]s|1][710]al2]| ‘eupeni 44 28
B|4|6)1113|215/9|7|  Amrisar 44 | 27
4 3/2|1]|5(7|9|4|6|8 Bathinda 45 | 27
9|5|7|4(8|6|2|3|1 Jalandhar 44 | 29
5 1/9(8|3 | 4|/5|7|2|86 ludhiana | 45 | 28
5([7|4]2|6|8|3]|1]|9 Bhiwani 46 | 30
2|6|3|7|9|1|8|5|4 Hisar a7 27
Sirsa 45 30
3 Dharamsala 36 24
MAY 20TH 2024, MON DAY Manali 28 14
W Shaka Samvat 1945 Shimla 79 21
B Vamhakh Shaka i Srinagar - 29 | 14
M Jyeshtha Parvishie 7 Jammu 42 26
7 M Higan 1445 Kargil 26 09
M Shukla Paksha Tithi 12, up to 359 pm Leh 20 08
8 Siddhi Voga up to 12.10 pm Dehradun 40 26
B Chitra Nakshatra Mussoorie | 28 18

B Moon enters Libra Sign 4.35 pm et et
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olden Temple foottall drops
to half amid soaring mercury

SGPC provides water coolers, spr

GS PaoL

THIHIEN E MEW S5 EHVICE

AMRITSAR, MAY 19
The =zoaring heat has taken
its toll on the footfall of devo-
tees at Golden Temple,

Nomally, between 90.000-
100,000 wvisitors pay obek
sance at Golden Temple dail v
For the past few days, temple
officials said this count had
come down to half.

Nonetheless, to beat the
heat, the SGPC has made
special amangements for the
conventence of the devotees,
The timing for wvisitors is
between 4 am and 11 pm.

Golden Temple manager
{paritkrama) Narinder Singh
zsail, “Bamng Sundays,
when local devotees also visit
the temple, the actual footfall
of outsiders has come down
to 50,000-55,000 daily. It 15 just
due to scorching heat, we
believe,” he says.

It requires courage to walk
on the marbled parnkrama
({the path that circumseribes
the sacred pool from all
gsides). 5o, SGPC staffers and
volunteers keep on pouring
buckets full of water from the
sacred pool on the mats,

Narinder adds that it takes
no time for the mats to dry
up. 50, we ensure these mats
should remain soaked. “We
have doubled the lLaver of
mats. Normally, there used to
be two-layvered mats, now it's
fourlavered one,” he says.

In the sanctum sanctorum,
air-conditioners are on  all
through the day. Besides the
ceiling fans, a special water

——

—_—
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iInklers, additional mats for devotees’ convenience

FACILITIES FOR
PILGRIMS

e B |n the sanctum sancto-

Sprinklers have beeninstalled to give relief to the devotees at the Golden Temple. visHaL kumar

vapour sprinkling mechanism
hasbeen introduced. It is fitted
under the canopy that stretch-
€5 from the ‘Darshani Deodi’
(the entrance pate) thatleads to

Here, the devotees have to
wait in queues for at least 45
minutes and even more to
gain entry to the sanctum
sanctorum. Nannder sayvs
that thas special mechanism
has been intmoduced recently.

“The water gets circulated
through specal pipes fitted
overhead. A motor 1s fitted to
this system that converts the
water into vapours that are jet
spraved,” he says,

The carpets inside the
shrine too have been
replaced with special jute
mats as the carpets used to
emanate mome heat.

Those moving around
parikrama, take shelter in

verandahsto escape sunrays.
Here fans and coolers have
been installed.  “Coolers’
count too has been increased
from 30 to 3 inthe complex.”
gavs Narinder A ‘shamiana’
fitted with the water vapour
sprinkling system and fans is
installed on the ‘partkrama’
near the Akal Takht too, Here,
the pilgrims sit and histen to
the ‘Dhadi diwan' staged by
the traditional ballad singers.

rum, airconditioners are
on all through the day

¥ Besides the celling fans, a
special water vapour
sprinkling mechanism
has been introduced

B The carpets inside the
shrine too have been
replaced with special jute
mats as the carpets used
to emanate more heat

® Those moving around
parikrama, can take shel-
ter in verandahs to
escape sun rays

~ NEWTIMINGS
The ‘kiwad' (portals) opening

= time is 2 am when kirtan

begins. The departure of 'Pal-
ki Sahib' from Akal Takht to

the sanctum sanctorum is 4
am, followed by Asa Di Vaar,
kirtan, hukumnama' and haly
reading of ‘Rehras Sahib’ at
the sunset. Sukh Asan
{departure of PalkiSahib
from sanctum sanctoru m to

Akal Takht) at 11 pm.

Jagdish from Maharashtra
said though #t was scorching
heat, an adequate arrange-
ment was done for the visi-
tors. “It's my second visit.
The  water sprinkling
arrangement seems to be
suecessful in beating the
heat. Similarly, hassles in
walking up the pankrama are
also mimmised with water
being thmown on it repeated-
by.)” he said.

Vote for BJP:
Manpreetto
supporters

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MUKTSAR, MAY 19
Former Finance Minister and
BJP leader Manpreet Badal,
who 15 presently recovenng
from a camdiac problem, today
made an appeal through a
video message to his support-
ers to vote forthe saffron party:

Manpreet had suffered a
heart attack on March 10 and
two stents were placed in his
artery. He is politically inac-
tive since then and various
mumours are doing the
mounds about him.

HAS BEEN POLITICALLY

INACTIVE SINCEMARCHON
HEALTH GROUNDS

However, inthe 4. 22-minute
video on his Facebook page,
Manpreet clumed that the
rumours about him  were
baseless. “The lotus (BJPs
dection symbol) will bloom. 1
appeal to my friends that don't
wait for me or ny health to
mprove, just vote for the BJP
The country will improve if the
BJP comes to power again. Let
us support the BJIP to take the
oountry forwand,” saxd Man-
preet in the video clip.

He also lauded PM Modi
and Home DMinister Amit
shah. In the video, Manpreet,
however, did not name any
leader of the state unit of the
BIP About a fortnight ago,
BJP's Bathinda distnet pres-
dent Samup Chand Singla
had sent a letter to Manpreet,
seeking his support for the
party nominee from Bathinda
Parampal Kaur Sidhu. In the
letter, Singla had mentioned
the names of some politicians
of Bathinda. considered close
to Manpreet, muissing from
the campaigning.

Several Oppnleadersjoin AAP

CHAN DIGARH, MAY 19
Numerous leaders of rival
parties today joined AAP in
Patiala, Ferczepur, Amritsar
and Chandigarh. AAP Pun-
jab president and Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann formal-
Iy inducted all leaders into
the party fold.

Bormer MLA Dr Dallar
Singh Verka and SGPC
member Bikramijit Smngh
Kotla joined AAP in Amritsar

game here.
All smiles now

bu is all smiles now.

A family affair

Race against time

s e
# Punjab Diary

Shifting loyalty for security sake
Gurdaspur: SAD leader Rawvi Karan
Kahlon had been intouch with the AAP
leadership, giving rise to the specula-
tion that he could shift loyalties ary-
time. However, he joined the BJR leay-
ing bath his party colleagues and

v B | detractors shocked at the turn of
events, Recently, therewere reports that an ingquiry could
be initiated into how he was given so many security
guards. He knew that the first thing the BIPwould do isto
provide security to defectors. Hence, instead of joining
AAR he preferred the BIR Security is the name of the

Pathankot: Fortunes have turned for BJP candidate
Dinesh Babbu. A fortnight ago, farmers did not allowed
hirn to campaign in rural areas. That was a bad news for
him. Mow cormes the good one. The BIP high command
has earmarked the Gurdaspur seat as one where the par-
ty has decided tospend resources and allocate adequate
manpower to ensure its win. Top leaders have been told
te campaign for Babbu. The first in this series was Union
Minister Gajendra Shekhawat, who addressed gather-
ings in the constituency. Once a much worried man, Bab-

Batala: Congress candidate Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa
has made his campaign a family affair. Almost all members
aof his family have been assigned duties. His wife Jatinder
Kaur looks after the guests who corme to meet him at his
residence in Dharowali village. His son is taking care of the
youth. Likewise, ather members have been given specilic
Jobs. Then there are some others whoare helping him but
fiever step into the limelight. This is the election time and
hence the astute politician in Randhawa is treating his farm-
Iy as friends and friends as famiky.

Patiala: Other than raising slogansagainst the BIP candk
dates, the protesting farmers race against time to move from
onevenuetoanother. The ideais to question the BIP nami
nee over the denialofthe minimum suppart price on crops
andother farmissues, "Sometimes, we are leftwith just 15
to 20 members. Thus, we use bikes, cars and eventractors
to reach the nextdestination well in advance,” said afanmer.

CONTRIBUTED BY RV DHALLWAL AND sdah 5000

In Patiala, senior BJP leader
Indenit Singh Boparal joined
AAP Even SADYs BC wing
distnct chief Rangit Singh also
joined the party. In Ferozepur,
Mangit Sandhu, ex-chairman,
Muktsar Zila Parishad, left
SAD and joined AAP

The CM said. “The AAP gov-
ernment is trelessly workiing
for the masses. Around 830
mohalla clinies have been
opened fbrthe needy” —TNS

Duty-bound to criticise AAP in state: Khera

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JALAN DHAR, MAY 19
The Congress today defend-
ed entical views ofits leaders
on the AAP povermnment in
Punjab, saying it would have
been a “betrayal of the state’s
people f we joined hands
with AAP in the state”,

Interacting with the media
at the Press Club here, AICC
general secretary and media
wing in charge Pawan Khera
sald despite the Conpgress
and AAP being part of the
INDIA bloc, it was the
responsibility of the Con-
gress to ask questions from
the AAP leadership.

“The Congress was tasked
with the mesponsibility of
bemg the Opposition party in
Pungab. That means it is duty-
bound to question the state
government. If we side with

e — = LT

AICCsecretary Pawan Khera addresses the mediain Jalandhar.

the (AAP) government in Pun-
jab, who will ask questions. It
would have been a betrayal of
the state's people if we joined
hands with the AAP here. It
wold be like siding with the
BJP at the Centre. In Delhi,
things are different as we did-
n't recerve such a mandate
from people. So, whenever the
Pungab Govemment 15 wiong,

£ 8

it's our responsibility to ask
questions.”

The Congressalso attacked
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment over farm protest and
Apniveer scheme.  Asked
about  farmers’  protests
against the BJP i the state,
Ehera said: “While the (BJP)
leaders sit in Delhi due tovotes
of thefarmers, that same farm-

Cong comes up with memes,

songs, slogans tot

RAJMEET SINGH

THIHUNE NS SERVICH

CHANDIGARH, MAY1Y)
A Pumjabm wversion of hath
badlega halat and meme
mashoort Monn on CM
Bhapgwant Mann are bemng
plaved at Congress rallies
and campaigns across the
state, besides on  social
media platforms.

With almost two weeks left
for the polling in Punjab,
Congress social media teams
have come up with catchy
phrases and quirky slogans
to pin down its princpal
opponents BJP and AAP in
the political slugfest.

Mot only this, the party has
also come out with cartoon-
based posters to expose the
real badlecy that the ruling
party has brought, be it pro-
viding jobs, checking illegal
mining, cutting down on gov-
ernment spending or prun-
mng down the VIP secunty.

In one of the memes, Chd
Bhapgwant Mann is seen
dressed as Spiderman and
flying around, spending
money from  the state
exchequer on publicity for

the promises that still
remain unfulfilled. The shots
of the CM using the state
chopper for short-distance
travelling with AAP supremo
Arvind EKejriwal at party
events are adding spice to
the political slugfest.

In a cartonn-based meme,
party leader Rahul Gardhi is
shown speaking on promises
being made on job genera-
tion, bringing law on cheat-
ing in the competitive exams
and regular jobs in the Army
by scrapping the Agniveer
scheme and adopting an
inclusive approach by taking
along all religions and com-

arget rivals

=

munities topgether while BJP
leaders are shown giing
statements to divide the com-
munities and religions.

Interestingly, some memes,
songs and slogans are shared
on the official party platform
while others are pushed in
through other social media
platforms.

Durlabh Singh, who is man-
aping the campaipn, sad,
“While focusing the party
manifesto in context of Pun-
jab, the song mentions about
the promises being made in
the manifesto, specially on
apriculture and giving Rs 1
lakh to poor women.”

ers are not allowed o po to the
national capital. What the
fammers are asking from you.
They arejust reminding youof
promises made by vou to
them But instead the farmers
are being called anti-national,
EKhalistani, etc. Farmers are
seelimg answers. That 1s why
the Congress manifesto prom-
1ses puarantees on the MSE”

Targeting Modi, he said,
“While the PM has reserved
the right to continue in poli-
tics, even after the ape of 75,
an Agniveer is expected to
retire at 22, Is this justified?"

Asked about the Congress’
repeated charges against the
BJP of changing the Constitu-
tion if it retains the power,
Ehera said. “Their leaders —
Anant Hepde, Diva Kumari
and Arun Govil — have made
statements regarding chang-
ing the Constitution.”

Anantveer Singh Badal campaigns for his mother in Lambi,

In battle of prestige,
Badal kids hit the
ground running

ARCHIT WATTS

LAMEI (MUKISAR), MAY 15

In the absence of former CM
Parkash Singh Badal, who
passed away in April last
vear, the Badal family's next
generation has hit the
pround as campaigning has
picked up.

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal
and the party's Bathinda
candidate Harsimrat Kaur
Badal's three children -
Harkirat Kaur Badal,
Gurleen Eaur Badal and
Anantveer Singh Badal - are
actively campaigning for
their mother

Amid the scomching heat,
22vear-old Anantveer today
toured several villages in
Lambi Assembly segment,
solpght votes for his mother
and appealed to those who
had joined other political par-
ties mm the recent past to
rejoin the SAT.

Though Anantveer did not
five any speech, he sat
among the people and
allowed them to take selfies
with him. In the 2022 Assem-
by poll, he had campaigned
for his grandfather Parkash
singh Badal in Lambi.

similarly,  Harkirat  is
sweating it out in favour of
her mother and campaigned
mn Bathinda aty. In the 2022

Vidhan Sabha poll, she had
held adoor-to-door campaign
for her father Sukhbir in
Jalalabad sepgment.

Gurleen, who has abways
staved away from politics, is
this time campaigning for
her mother The trio was seen
secompanying their parents
on the day Harsimrat filed
her nomination papers.

Sources close to the Badal
family said Harkirat and
Gurleen would campaign in
Bhikhi and Mansa, while
Anantveer would campaign
in Lambi, Mansa and
Budhlada. “This is the first
time that the Badals' next
generation 18 so  actively
campaigning in anelection,”
sald sources,

Besides, the Badal army of
relatives 15 also campaign-
ing. The Badals have also
roped in some of their key
supporters from the neigh-
bouring segments for the
Bathinda  parliamentary
oonstituency.

The three-time Bathinda
MP Harsimrat. is pitted
against AAP Lambi MLA
and Apgriculture Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khuddian,
Congress candidate Jeet
Mohinder Smgh Sidhu, BJP
nominee Parampal Kaur
sSidhu and SAD (Amritsar)
candidate Lakhvir Singh
Lakha Sidhana.

Mann targets Badals atJaito

FARIDEOT, MAY 15

SAD was the main target of Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
when he was seeking votes for his fnend and Faridkot's AAP
candidate, Karmmpt Anmaol on Sunday. Mann addressed an
election rally at Jaito town of Faridkot today evening.

Mentioning about an upscale resort of Badal family, Mann
daimed 1t wall be converted into a school. — TNS

In Gurdaspur, Modis
rally torejuvenate

Babbus campaign

GURDASPUR, MAY1H

Pnme DMinister Narendra
Modi's proposed rally in
Dinanagar near here on May
2415 likely to rejuvenate BIP
rank and file in Gurdaspur
parhamentary constituency,
where party nominee Dinesh
Singh Babbu has been foreed
to run a low profile campaign
amid farmers' protests at
several places.

Gurdaspur constituency
has nine Assembly seats,
inchiding Dinanagar. The
party has followed a two-
pronged strategy  while
selecting Dmanagar as the
venue, First, it is equidistant
from the remaining eight
seats, Secondly, it will be
easy for the local leadership
to ferry in crowds from the
neighbouring  seats  of
Pathankot. Bhoa and Sujan-
pur - all of which are Hindu
majority areas.

senior BJP leaders sawd
Modi was to commence his

party's campaign from this
parliamentary seat, but later
had put his plans on hold. In
2014, when actor Vinod
Khanna contested for the
fourth successive time, the
PM had kick-started the BJP
campaign from Madhopurin
Pathankot district. Modi had
delivered a speech from near
the statue of Jana Sangh
founder Shyvama Prmsad
Mukheqee.

Five wears later in 2019,
when the BJP had fielded
actor Sunny Deol, Modi again
dedded to commence the
campaipn from this seat.

When Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah held a rally in
Gurdaspur in June 2023,
there were dear indications
that the PM would sooner or
later hold an election rally
here. 50 much so, local lead-
ers had used Shah's event
as a dress-rehearsal for
Modi's visit.

The rally organisers are
waorried that the scomching
heat might play spoilsport.

Druglord Gopa’s
wife appears
before police

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

TALANDHAR, MAY 19
Kuldeep Kaur, wife of Gur-
preet Smph Gopa, a heroin
smuggler whowas murdered
in Jalandhar on May 12,
appeared before the police on
Saturday after six days.

Euldeep disclosed that she
and her husband had been
residing in Mitthapur, Gopa,
whowas booked in a 532 kg of
heroin  seizure case, had
evaded arrest for four vears.

Ruldeep confirmed Gopa's
involvement in the heroin
trade but denied her partici-
pation in his illegal activities.

Euldeep recounted that on
May 12, Gopa nformed her
that he had boarded a bus
frmom Nakodar for home, She
sent her cousin Arsh to
receive him from near
Wadala chowle. Later that day,
Kuldeep recerved a call from
(opa's phone, indicating he
had been shot and she must
leave the city Arsh subse-
quently arnved, and they
quickly packed and left ina
car owned by Kuldeep Singh
Gora, another drug smuggler
and associate of Gopa.
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five-year term: CM Sul;hu toJai Ram
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 19
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today advised
Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur to stop dream-
ing (about returning to pow-
er) as the Congress govern-
ment would complete its
five-year term.

“The new coat that Jai
Ram Thakur had pgot
stitched hurriedly to take
oath as the Chief Minister
after trying to topple the
Congress government
through money power will
remain with the tailor,” said
Sukhu while campaigning
for Satpal Raizada, the Con-
gress  candidate  from
Hamirpur Assembly con-
stituency, in Bilaspur today.

Taking a swipe at the for-
mer Congress MLAs who
jomed the BJP Sukhu said
the public knew why they
tried to topple the govern-
ment and went with the
BJP “Jai Ram Thakur is a
flop director His two films
‘Riwaz Badlega' and
‘Operation Lotus’ have
already flopped. His third
‘Kangana, Mandi ke
Angana’ will also meet the
same fate,” the CM said.

The Chief Minister further

EI".'1 Su hhwnder.":‘-u khu alﬂng mth Gnngrﬂss candidate from Hamirpur Satpal Fl:alzada durlng an election rally at Bilaspur on Su nday

JAI RAM A FLOP DIRECTOR: SUKHU

®® Jai Ram Thakur is aflop director. His two films
‘Riwaz Badlega' and ‘Operation Lotus’ have already
flopped. His third ‘Kangana, Mandi ke Angana’ will also
meet the same fate. Sukiwinder Sukhu, cu

zaid that the BJP has been
representing the Hamirpur
Lok Sabha seat for the last 26
vears, but 1t has failed to

bring any major projecttothe
constituency o all these
years. “The state povernment

15 paying M0 per cent cost of

the Bhanupalli - Bilaspur -
Leh lineworth Rs 1,250 crore,
apart from giving the land.”
he said. “The people should
vote for Satpal Raizada, he
will raise vour voice in Parlia-
ment.” said Sukhu.

The Chief Minister also
reminided people that it was
his government that did not
compromise theinterest of the
people when the Adani Group

BJP rebels entry enlivens contest

‘Upportumsts callmg shots m Congress’

HE presence of BJP

rebel and former Min-

ister Ram Lal Markan-
da mthe tribal Assembly con-
stituency of Lahaul Spiti,
bordering China, has made
the contest tough, especially
for Congress rebel and now
BJP candidate Rawv Thakur
who has won two elections
eadier. Congress plaved a
smart move by fielding Zila
Parishad chairperson Anu-
radha Rana, who isa ground
leader. The three candidates
shared their vision for the
constituency in an interview
with Abhinav Vashishi.

BWhat compelled vou Lo
leave yvour parly and dely
Lhe voler mandate?

It is not about deology and
manifesto any longer as the
thrust is on professionalism
and delivenng. The Congress
15 on its way out armss the
country as opporfunists are
calling the shots while lovalists
ane of the best platforms o
oonnect with the people. 1
joined the BJP to be acoount-
able to the voters of Lahaul and
ensure development.

®What are the pressing
issues in vour segment?
The infrastructure of rriga-
tion and drinking water
needs to be improved. Horti-

Ravi Thakur, BJP

culturists and agriculturists
require support. Road infra-
structure needs to be uphit-
ed. Areas of renewable ener-
gy plants, solar plants and
micro hydel projects must be
explored. An airport and new
heliports are of dire necessity.

®What are the main poll
issues?
Health, education, tourism,

employment, economic
development, environment
conservation anmd civic
1ssues like drinking water
and waste management are
the major issues.

®Whal is the vision that vou
have for the constituency?
Irngation and potable water
facilities will be strength-
ened. Sewerage plants will
be set up in Keylong,
Udaipur and Kaza for
improving waste manage-
ment. Kevlong hospital will
be upgraded to 100-bed facil-
ity and colleges will be start-
ed in Kaza and Darcha. Rel-
gious tourismwill be promoted
while preseriang the region's
natural enwironment.

‘Saffron party preferred a turncoat to me’

EWhat compelled vou to
leave BIP?

I have won three elections,
includmg twice on the BJP
ticket. The BJP claims that
it was the party of workers
but a person, who had
abused the BJP and its
leaders in the past. was
imposed upon the BJP
cadres. The BJP falsely
assured the ticket and later
preferred aturncoat and an
opportunist, which hurt me
and angered people who
compelled me to contest.

P

E..L

Ram Lal Markanda, independent

®Whal are the main elec-
lion issues?

There is the question of iden-
tity of Lahaul and there is a
Int of nterfere nee by the out-
siders in the politics of the

tribal region. People fear that
Eullu might become the cen-
tre of politics of Lahaul and it
will be contmlled by people
who are far-fetched from real-
ity. Ravi Thakur had made
statements against reserva-
tion and the tribals believe
that reservation is their right
to ensure equitable prowth.

BE'What are the most press-

ing issues in vour segment?
Tounsm, agriculture, horti
culture, health, education
and adventure sports are

pressing issues that need to
be addressed. Unprecedent-
ed development 15 required

in these sphere s for growth of

the region.

EWhal is the vision that vou
have for Lthe constituency?
The budget for the area will
872 restored. Tourism
avenues and winter sports
will be promoted. Subsidies
would be revived in agricul-
ture and horticulture, Over-
all development of the
region would be ensured.

‘Going against public mandate not acceptable to masses’

"D vou leel the revoll by six
CongMLAs was justified?
This sort of happening
oceurred for the first time in
this tribal area. Going
against the mandate of the
voters 15 simply not accept-
able to the masses. There is
anguishamongst the masses
due tothis politics of oppor-
tunism. Such incidents defy
the spirit of vibrant democra-
cv and anti-defection law:

BWhat are the most pressing
issues in your segment

which need Lo be addressed?
The ‘Nau Tod' and Fomest

.ﬂln Lh'Il haRana, {:mg

Rights Act are major issues.
Water resources and availabil-
ity of potable water are a mat-
ter of concermn due to chmatie

changes and rapid melting of

glaciers, Issues related to
floods and naturmal disasters
need to be addressed. Thunsm

frowth 15 concentrated in a
few areas which needs to be
taken to other areas. Means o
generate employment and
economic development need
to be explored.

E'Whal are the main poll
issues?

People are looking for a
change from the orthodox
gystemn, Masses have seen the
functioning of previous lead-
ers of the constituency with
utter disappointment. I am
the first woman tribal candi-
date of the district and a
woman has been fielded after

02 years. I have been given
the ticket because of my per-
formance as a Zila Parishad
chairperson.

E'What is the vision thal vou
have for the constituency?
Efforts would be made to
improve health and educa-
tion famhties, An environ-
ment frendly sustainable
model of tourism will be
developed and equitable
growth of tounsm would be
ensured inall areas. Develop-
ment will be ensured at pan-
chavat level for overall devel-
opment of the distnet.

PM Modi to hold rallies at Nahan, Mandi

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 15
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wall two hold rallies in
the state on May 24, one
each in Nahan and Mandi.
“The people of the state are

always exxated about the vis-
it of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Whenever, he
comes tothe state, new ener-
gy is penerated among the
BJP workers and the public
at large,” BJP state president
Rajeev Bindal, while holding

a meeting of party workers
in Nahan, said.

The Prime Minister wall
hold the rallies for Suresh
Kashyap, the BJP candi-
date for Shimla LS seat and
Kangana Ranaut, the BJP
candidate from Mandi. A

good contest is expected on
these two seats between
the BJP and the Congress.
The BJP has started mak-
ing committees and assign-
ing duties to its leaders to
make the PM rallies a
grand success.

shut down the cement plant in
Bilaspur a few months after
his government was formed.
“I made it clear to the Adam
Group that the interest ofthe
people will not be compro-
mised, and the freight rates
of truck operators will have
to be revised. The Adami
Group had to bow down
before the government.” the
Chief Minister said.
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Stop dreaming, Cong govtwill complete CM uses sold out MLA barb

to target Congress rebels

Ammiu SHARMA

SOLAN, MAY 19

The narrative of sold out
MLASs is being used to the
hilt by the Congress with
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
singh Sukhu makmg 1t a
point to harp on in at every
election rally.

Since six Congress MLAs
and three independents
had wvoted
BJF' s Rajva Sabha candi-
date Harsh Mahajan, the
Congress has been trving to
et the narrative of these
MLASs being bought by the
BJP Though the independ-
ents had earler promised to
support the Congress in the
Rajva Sabha they too back-
tracked on their promise
inviting sharp eriticism
from the ruling party.

At Nalaparh today to

address a rally in favour of

shimla Lok Sabha candidate
Vinod Sultanpuri, Chief Min-
ister reiterated the same. The
local independent MLA KL
Thakur earned a new
moniker of being ‘KL Bikke '
which Sukhu comned while
addressing the gathering.
“He is the first independ-
ent MLA who protested out-
side the Assembly to get his
resignation accepted and
also went to the High Court
for the same but faced defeat

BJPnominee booked on PWD plaint

UNA, MAY 19
The Dehra police m Kangra
district today lodged an FIR
against Dewvinder Bhutto,
BJP candidate from the Kut-
lehar seat n the Assembly
bvelection, on a complaint
filed by the PWD, Dehra.

The case reportedly per-
tains to some rrepularities in
awork tender 1ssued to Bhut-
to's firm. Davinder Bhutto is

a partner in a firm, which
undertakes civil construction
works for PWD.

Bhutto termed it as *polit-
ical vendetta’ by the Con-
gress povernment in the
state. He said some other
complainant had filed the
same case in the Himachal
HC few months ago, but the
Court had dismissed the
case, —0OC

in favour of

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Sukhu along with Shimla Lﬂh
Sabha candidate Vinod Sultanpuri at Nalagarh.

RE IIARUR A THE = ORI B0

The local independent MLA KL Thakur earned a new
moniker of being ‘KL Bikke' which Chief Minister Sukhvinder

Singh

coined while addressing the gathering at Nalagarh in

favour of Shimla Lok Sabha candidate Vinod Sultanpuri

. Hisnew name is KL Bikke,”
stated the ChiefMinister.

He went on to state that
the MLA did not appreciate
the respect given by him
but instead chose stuff giv-
en in the briefecase by the
BJP “He has been sold in
the political market of BJP
as his sole priority was his
persanal development,”
asserted the Chief Minister.

The Opposition BJP on

the other hand, 15 high-
lighting the achievements
of the Central government
to set a development agen-
da, Their leaders have been
dwelling upon the fiscal
package provided by the
Central government for the
rain-induced disaster and
also the failure of the state
government to utilise them

for works like construction
of rural roads.
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Big Baramulla battle today

17.3L eligible voters to decide future course of Valley politics

Our CORRESPONDENT

INDIA VOTES

2024 &

SRINAGAR, MAY 19
In the fifth phase of the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections
on Monday, the Baramulla
Parbamentary constituency
in north Kashmir is all set
towitness a significant con-
test. Leading the charge are
three prominent candidates
— NC vice-president Omar
Abdullah, Peoples Confer-
ence chairman Sajad Lone
and the latest entrant, an
Independent, Engineer
Rashid, who is lodged in
Tihar jail since 2019,

The campaign for the Bara-
mulla Lok Sabha seat has
been fiercely contested, with
Omar and Lone taking
prominent roles m  ther
respective campaigns. The
entry of a new contender
Engineer Abdul Rashid, has
further heipht ened the antic-
ipation for Monday's elec-
tion, in which 22 candidates
will vie for victory. Jailed
leader Engmeer Rashid's
campaign was led by his 23-
vear-old son Abrar Rashid.

Abrar surprised many with

JAILED LEADER'S ENTRY ELECTRIFIES CONTEST
-The mmpalgnfﬂr Elaramulla:aeat haa heen ﬂerﬂeh.n mntﬂed w’rth

MCvice-chief Omar Abdullah and Peoples Conference chairman
Sajad Lotetaking prominent ralesin their respective campaigns

B The entry of Engineer Abdul Rashid, who Is presently lodged in

Tihar jail, has heightened the anticipation for Monday's election,
inwhich 22 candidates will vie for victory

its popularity. He has directly
challenged former Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah and Peo-
ples Conference Chairperson
sajad Lone, The NC has his-
torically dominated Baramul-
la, winning the seat 10 times,
including m 2019, when
Mohammad Akbar Lone
secured victory against the
Penples Conference candidate
by a margin of 30,000 votes.
This time, Abdullah and
Lone are personally invested
in winning the seat, making
this contest the most crucial
one in Jammu and Kashmir
The defeat of any of these
candidates will have a long-
term impact on J&K politics.
According to the Election
Commission (EC), 17.37.865
lakh people are eligible to
vote In Baramulla on Mon-
day, of which 875831 are
male and 8.62.000 are female
voters, A total of 2,103 polling
stations have been set up

across the four districts of

Baramulla, Kupwara, Bandi-
pora and parts of Budgam.
More than 8.000 polling staft,

Bukhari:NC, PDP have
only deceived people

SRINAGAR, MAY 1Y

Apni Party chief Alaf

Bukhari on Sunday said the
NC and PDP had a long histo-
ry of “deceiving” people, He

added that the leaders of

these parties had coreated
“empires’”’ and established
their family rule by deceiving
innocent people who had
placed their tnust in them.
Bukhan was addressing a
party convention at Pahalgam
in south Kashmir's Anantnag
district. In his speech, he said
dynastic rule had caused done
seniousdamageto theinterests
of Jammu and Kashmirand its
people over the past 70 years.
He urged people to use the
power of vote torid themsebwes
of the dutches of these tradi-
tional parties and their leaders.
Talking about his associa-
tion with the PDPin the past,

Apni Party chief Altaf Bukhari

Bukhari said: “The founding
leader of the PDP (Mufti
Mohammed Saveed) claimed
that he believed in democratic
values and was thus against
dynastic politics. We trusted
him, not knowing that he too
was pursuing the establish-
ment of his own family rule
here.” Bukhan said the peo-
ple of J&K could never forget
the deaths of children caused
by the use of extreme force
during the PDPregime, —OC

Kejrileads protest to BJP
office, alleges ‘Op Jhaadur.

FROM PAGE 1

arrested our leaders in fabricat-
ed cases,.” said Kejnwal, whois
on intenm bail till June 2inthe
liquor scam case.

One of the CM's interim
bail conditions was “he will
not comment with regards to
his role in the present case”.
It's not vet dear what Kejriw-
al said today constituted con-
tempt of court.

Silent on the Maliwal case,
the CM attacked the BJP for
“attermpting to finish off AAP™,
“The PM has made up his
mind to completely destroy
and erush AAP for which he
has launched ‘Operation

Jhadoo',” he said, urging sup-
porters to brace for a bigger
struggle. “Before  AAP
becomes too hig a challenge
for the BJP it has to be
cnished Underthis operation,
top AAP leaders will be arrest-
ed and AAP's bank accounts
will be fmozen. The ED Lawver
has already sad m the court
that AAP's bank accounts will
be frozen immediately after
elections,” he said. The protest
happened a day after Kejnw-
al's private secretary Bibhav
Kumar was arrested for
allegedly assaulting MP Mali-
wal and was remanded to five
day police custody. — TN

including reserves, will be
deployed on Monday.
Besides, there are 28 border
polling stations in Kupwara
and Baramulla districts.
Voting will take place from 7
am to 6§ pm before which
there will be a mock poll in
the poling stations in pres-
ence of polling agents. Voting
can continue even after 6.00
pm, if the voters' queue is
gtill there at a polling station.
Every polling station will be
provided with Assured Mini-
mum Facilities (AMFs) like
drnnking water, electricity,
toilet, ramp, furniture, veran-
dah, shed, wheelchairs, ete.
A total of 18 polling booths
will be managed by women
(also called as pink polling
stations), 17 by spedally-
abled persons and 13 by
yvouths. There will also be 21
green polling stations In
omder Lo create awareness on
environmental concerns. All
2108 poliing stabions in
Baramulla have been
equipped with CCTV cam-
eras for lve webcasting.
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Day after twin terror attacks in Valley;,
security beeted up in Poonch, Raj ouri

Combing operations on in dense forest areas | Ana ﬂtnag to vote on May 25

(Our CORRESPONDENT

JAMMUII, MAY 19
The deployment of securtty
forces, inchiding the Army
and police, has been consider-
ably increased n Raouri and
Poonch districts, whach ame
part of the Anantnag Lok Sab-
ha constituency, where polling
will be held on May 25, Two
terrorist attacks took place n
the Valley vestenday, in which
one person was killed and two
were left injured.

With reports that termorists
might be hiding deep in the
forest areas, the secunty
forees are holding continuous
combing operations in the
areas of Rajourt and Poonch
along the Line of Control
{(LoC). A search operation was
also launched in Kathua dis-
trict on Saturday evening,
when a suspicious movement
was detected near the Interna-
tional Border in the area.

A Speaal Police Officer
(3P0} reported the presenceof
suspected termrists near Tar-
nah nallah in Hiranagar area.
However, nothing was found
there until Sunday evening,

The attack on a vehicle of
the Indian Air Foree (IAF) in
Surankote area of Poonch
earlier this month has also

TRIEUNE FHOTD

' :_,‘*

_| FAROOQ DEMANDS PROBE

'Mﬂd‘llef Faroog Abdullah urged
theCertre to ordera probe into
the attacks and also asked Pak-
istan tostopsupporting terronsm
in the region

IThe former Chief Minister said if
a probe was not ordered into the
two gruesorme incidents, hispar-

o bywould finvite an intemational

commites” to conduct an inves

tigation to find out the culprits
behind stich attacks

ATTACKS REFLECT GOVT
FAILURE: MEHBOOBA
POP chief Mehbooba Mufti said

| thetwinteror attacks reflected

Morthern Command GOC-inC Lt General MV Suchindra Kumar interacts with troops near the LoC.

thefailure of the govemment,
claiming that they could have

| beencarred out “deliberately” to

frighten people ahead of polling.

put the security agencies on
alert. The Army and police
are holding continuous
searches in the region to
stop any other attack amid
poll preparation in the
Anantnag constituency.
Jammu ADGP Anand Jain
visited Hajouri and Poonch
districts, where he held
review meetings with the offi-
cers of police, Army amd
CAPF in connection with the
election. He took stock of the

preparedness  of elections
larisation exercise,

Senior  police  officials
accompanied the ADGE He
undertook the area familiar-
sation exercise from Bhim-
ber Gali to Rajoun via Man-
jakote, This exercise was
aimed at paining a deeper
understanding of the terrain
and stratepic points, ensur-
g enhanced security meas-
ures in the region. This

3 terror associates detained under PSA

JAMMU, MAY1G
Three men alleged to be over-
ground workers (OGWs) of
terron sts were detamed under
the Public Safety Act (PSA) in
Poonch distnt on Sunday.
Terming the action necessary
to maintain public order,
pobice said the three men wene
assessed to be posing a signif-
icant threat to the safety and
secunty of the state.

Poonch and adpming
Rajouri district have wit-
nessed some deadly temror
attacks over the past two
yvears, resulting in the killing
of a number of security per-
sonnel and civilians,

Bibhav erased phone..

on Apnl 19, continued to work
in the CM s residencewhereby
hehad the*potential to tamper
with crucial evidence in the
case”, “Hibhav Kumar was
appointed pnvate secretary to
the CM on co-terminus basis
on February 27, 2005, which
wis terminated by the compe-
tent authonty on Apnl 19, 2024,
But he continuesto work atthe
CM's residence,” stated the
three-page remand application
procured by The Tribune,

Citing the reasons for his
arrest, ADCP (North ) Anjitha
Chepyala saud, “This is a very
serious case where an MP has
been  brutally  assaulted.
which could have been fatal
Despite specfic questions,
the accused has been non-
cooperative in investigation
and evasive in replies.”

The remand application
added that since “the attack
had been made on a public fig-

ure, whois a sithing MP and a
gsustained interrogation was
required to find out the
maotive and ascertamn the con-
spiracy angle and the involee-
ment of persons and organisa.-
tions mimical to the country™.
The police said. “The inves-
tigation officer gave a notice
to provide one of the most
vital pieces of evidence—the
digital video recording of the
place where the crime took
place—but it has not been
provided vet. However, on
the efforts of the investiga-
tion officer, a jumor rank offi-
cer (at the CM's housel..
provided video footage in a
pen drive of only the dining
room... but it turned out to be
blank for the relevant per-
od.” The police said they
“couldn't rule out tampering
with cruaal evidence”. The
police said the accused had
to be interrogated in detail.

Poonch and Rajoun are part
of the Anantnag parliamen-
tary constituency which is
going to polls in the smth
phase on May 25.

The detainees were identi-
fied as Iftar Ahmed alias
“Kaka”, Khurshud Ahmed
and Ghulam Abass, all resi-
dents of Gursai wllage of
Mendhar, a police spokesper-
son said. “All three notorious
criminals have demonstrated
a pattern of behaviour, char-
acterised by the adoption of
various tactics, to spread ter-
mr and fear within the peace
kewving community.

“Their continuous actions

have posed a serious risk to
publie safety and tranquility.
Th prevent further eriminal
activities detrimental to secu-

rity of the state and public

order;, the district police, act-
ng upon a detention order
obtained from the district
magistrate, Poonch, have tak-
en the necessary steps to
detain the three OGWs,” the
spokesman said.

He said the detention fol-
lews a seres of meticulously
planned operations, reflect-
ing the local police's relent-
less efforts to combat terror-

ism and ensure the safety of

the public. —PTI

FROM PAGE 1

Nehru was ready to give up Assam, had..

5 CM Sukhvinder Sukhu
termed Jai Ram Thakur a
Nop director and said you
were here for two months
for film shooling. What are
your comments?

The CM's statement 15 con-
demnable, refleting the
mindset of the Congress
against women. Congress
leaders do not want women
to progress in any field. One
family has represented this
parhamentary constituency
for a long time. Now when a
daughter from a ‘common’
family has come into the
political arena, Congress
leaders are using derogatory
remark s agamst me.

®You are critical of the
Gandhi family, and vou and
went to the extent of stat-
ing that Indepe nde nce was
achieved by India after
2014. What is the basis of

Copter carrying Iranian Prez
Raisi crashes, rescue op on

in a corner of the sereen, live
ooverage of rescue teams
deploved on foot in the moun-
tainous area in heavy fog, The
rescue teams were expected to
reach the probable site of the
crash later in the day.

The crash comes at a time
of growing dissent within
Iman over an array of political,
social and economic crises,
Iran's clerical rulers face
mternational pressure over
Tehman's disputed nuclear
programme and 1ts deepen-
ng military ties with Russia
during the war in Ukraine.

Raisi, 63, was elected presi-
dent in 2021, and since taking

office has ordered a tighten-
ing of morality laws, over-
seen a bloody crackdown on
ant-govemment  protests
and pushed hard in nuclear
talkes wath world powers.

In Iran’s dual political sys-
tem, split between the clerical
establishment and the gov-
ernment, it 15 Raisi's 85-vear
old mentor EKhamenei,
supreme leader since 1989,
who has the final say on all
major policies. For vears
many have seen Raisi as a
strong contender to succeed
Khamenet, who has endorsed
Raisi's main policies,

Raisi's victory in a closely

managed elecion in 2021
brought all branches of pow-
er under the control of hard-
liners, after eight vears when
the presidency had been held
b pragmatist  Hassan
Rouhami and a nuclear deal
negotiated with Washington.

However, Raisi's standing
may have been dented by
widespread protests against
clerical rule and a failure to
turn around Iran's econo-
my. hamstrung by Western
sanctions. Raisi had been at
the Azerbaijani border on
Sunday to inaugurate the
Qiz-Qalasi Dam, a joint
project. — Reuters

such remarks?
Ask any patriotic person,
there will definitely be anger
against the Gandhi family
The Congress has ruled this
country for almost 60 years
and this family has exploited
people. First PM Jawaharlal
Nehruwas himselfa defeated
person who was ready to give
up Assam. You know;, openly
he had given away Assam.
Unhone announcement bhi
kar di thi ki Assam hamare
bus mein nahin mha. Is tarhe
ke PM the voh. ... Assam nahin
jana chahata tha... Assam ke
log keh rahe the Bharat ka ko
to adhikarn aageaveunkelive,
Then his daughter, Indira
Gandhi, became PnmeMinis-
er... she imposed the Emer-
gency, converting the country
into anopen prison. Then you
had Sanjay Gandhi, who
dreamt of being the PM, and
foreed sterilisation on people.

region has become a den of
termorists and Over Ground
Workers (OGWs) in the past
months as many attacks have
taken place here,

The police also held a secun-
tv review meeting which
forused on  the secunty
armnpgements put in place for
the smooth conduct of elec-
tions. The ADGP sought
inputs from officers on vanous
projects plinned to ensure
safe and secure electinns,

During the  meeting,
emphasis was given on the
need for area dommation by
the police and security forces
during the election. The
ADGP asked officials to
implement a fool-proof plan
for the security of candidates

and polling booths.
He added that security
arrangements for polling

booths should be putin place
efficiently, keeping in view
the vulnerability of the areas.

Knife attack at Poonch rally
leaves 3 NC workers injured

MEN DHAR/ JAMMU, MAY 19

Three NC workers were
mjured when unidentified
persons attacked them with
knives at an election rally in
Mendhar m Poonch district
on Sunday, officials said.

NC president [Faroog
Abdullah was present at the
rally orgamised by the party
mn support of its Anantnag-
Rapuri Lok Sabha seat can-
didate Mian Altaf in Mend-
har The rally continued
without any disruption.

Officials said there was a
clash between two grmoups

Next, Sonia Gandhi entered
politics. Duning the TPA
regime, when Sonia Gandhi
was the UPA chairperson, sev-
eral scams took place in the
country. Now despite repeat-
ed rejection by the public,
Rahul Gandhi is being
launched and relaunched.

Regarding my remarks
about India becoming Inde-
pendent after 2014, it was
not meant to insult freed om
fighters, whom I respect.
What I meant was that free-
dom fighters like Subhas
Chandra Bose, Veer
Savarkar and others, buried
in the pages of history, got
due recognition and honour
after 2014. Is it only the
Gandhi family which has
sacrificed for the country?
It is after 2014 that we got
freedom of speech, thought
and Sanatan, which was not
there earlier.

over some issue during the
rally. Talang advantape of the
meles, the attackers managed
to escape, the officials said.

Police have repgistered a
case in connection with the
incident and are tryingtonab
the culprits, they said.

Sohail Ahmad and Yaseer
Ahmad, both residents of
Harni, and Mohd Imran of
Kashlan village, recerved stab
injunes and were taken to a
local hospital, the officials said.

Sempor NC  leader Javed
Ahmad Rana termed the ina-
dent a“security lapse”. — PTI

¥ The Congress has been
targeling you over your
conlroversial statements.
Whal is vour Lake?

The Congress 15 ant-women,
uses demgatory languapge
apainst them, talks about
their attire, points a finger at
their character, especially
whenever any woman enters
politics. The Congress should
learn to respect women and
accept their growth in society.

® What is vour vision for the
Mandi parliamentary con-
stituency?

The development projects
which have not been taken
up would be executed. The
focus will be on having an air-
port n Mandi, completing
the Shiv Dham project and
zetting up a medical universi-
ty and a film city, besides
improving the road and rail-
way infrastructure,

Ph-5: Spotlight on Rajnath, Smriti..

Jyoti (Fatehpur, UP)and Shan-
tanu Thakur (Bangaon, WB);
LJP (Ram Vilas)leader Chimg
Paswan (Hajipur, Bihar), Shiv
Sena’'s Shrikant Shinde
(Kalyvan, Maharashtra), and
BJP's Rajiv Pratap Rudy and
RID president Lalu Prasad's
daughter Rohini Acharva
{both Saran, Bihar).

Rahul, who has contested
from Wavanad in Kerala, 1s
also in the fight for Raebareli,
a Nehni-Gandhi family pock-
et bomugh represented by his
mother Sonia Gandhi since
2004. The BJP has fielded UP
Minister Dinesh Pratap
Singh. In Amethi, Imani, who
had defeated Rahul in 2019, 15
seeking a second term, while
KL Sharma, an aide of the
Gandhi family, has been field-

ed by the Congress. Senior
BJP leader Rajnath Sinph is
eveing a fourth term from
Lucknow He 1s up against SP
MLA from Lucknow Central
Rawvdas Mehrotra.

In the Faizabad Lok Sabha
seat, which covers the temple
town of Ayodhya, the electoral
contest 15 mainly between sit-
ting BJP MP Lallu Singh, who
is seeking a hat-tnck, and
Awadhesh Prasad, the SP
MLA from DMilkipur (5C)
Assembly constituency:

In Baramulla, besides Omar
Abdullah, former separatist
sajad Lone, ex-MLA Sheikh
Abdul Rashid alias ‘Enpgineer
Rashid’, currently lodged in
the Tihar jail, and the PDP's
former Rajya Sabha member
Fayar Ahmad Mir are among

the 21 others contesting. In
Ladakh, Congress candidate
Tsering Namgyval BJP's
Tashi Gyalson, and Indepen-
dent candidate and NC rebel
Haji Hanifa Jan are locked in
a keen contest. About 395
cmore people, inchluding 4.26
crore female and 5408 third
gender, will cast ther votes n
the fifth phase. There are 7.81
lakh voters above 85 vears,
24102 above 100 vears and
1.03 lakh voters with disabali-
ties, who have been provided
the option to vote from their
homes. Polling for 23 states
and union territories and 379
seats has been completed so
far The sixth and seventh
phases are on May 25 and
June 1. The counting of votes
15 on June 4. With PTI inputs)
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CLASSIFIEDS]|

SITUATION VACANT

Prem Chand Markanda 5. D College
for Women, Jalandhar requines Lady
Assistant Professer in English- 2,
Commerce- 5, Computer 5S¢ 4,
Hindi- 1, Fine Arts-1, Punjabi- 3,
Wathematics- |, Sanskrit- 1, Paychokemy-1,
TV, %idoo Production- 1, Fashion
Designing- 4, Econemics- 2, Political
Sc-1, Home Sc.-1, Cosmetology- 2,
Physics- 2, Chemising- 2, Biology- |,
Physical Education -2 and Instructor- |
{Cosmetology) purcly on Adhoc and
Temporary baszis. Apply within 15 days
on preseribod form available in office
aleng with all testimonials Principal
Contact O18]1-2455122,  website-
www. pemad.ac.in (CL24017124)
Prem  Chasd Markanda 5.1
College  for Women, Jalandhar
mequires Lady Assistant Profcssor in
Perspective in Education {2},
Podag opy subject (1) for BA, BEd
{4 year Integrated Course) in Physical
Education {2) on Management Paid
Begular Basiz. Reservation Policy as
per Pumgjab Crot. Womms, Cealification
and grade as por GO PB. Gowild
GNDLU norms Apply within 15 days
on preseriboed form available in office
an payment of Bs, 300v- along with all
testimonials, Principal Contact 01#1-
2236122, wehsite- wwwpemslac.in
{CL24017125)

Gurun Teg Bahadur College of
Education, Lehal Khurd, {Sangrur)
Punjab, & ffilisted to Punjabi University
Patiala and Approved by NCTE.
Applications are invited for regular
post for B Ed. Cowrse:  Assistand
Profcssor  in Social Studies- 03,
Science- 03, Bducation- 03, Punjabi-
03, Mathematics- 03, Commeroe- (3,
English- 03, Hindi- 03, Economics- {3,
Librarnan- @1. Cualification and
salary as por MCTE! Punjab Ceovil
Punjabi University norms. Apply
at collegejobs punjabiuniversityac.in
and  Email  bio-data  along  with
photograph within 15 days
at mibcollegedhbotmail.com  and
deanedediphiacin Comact: 98 558-
04292 (CL24016909)

Grurn Namak College of Education
for Women, Lehal Khurd, {Samgrur)
Punjah, Affiliasted 10 Punjahi
University Patiala and Approved by
MCTE. Applications are invited For
moular post for BEdD  Course:
Principal- 1, Assistant Profossor in
Social Studies- 01, Science- 01,

Education- (i, Punjabi- fl,
Mathematics- @1, Commerce- 91,
English- 01, Hindi- 01, Economics-

{1, Librarian- 1. Cualification amd
salary as por MCTE! Punjab Ceond.!
Punjabi University norms, Apply ai
collegejobs punjabiuniversity.ac.in

and Email hip-data along  with
photograph within 15 days  at
anceduc ation @ hotmail .com andl

deancded@phiacin Contact: PR558-
4297 (CL24016912)

Vidvavatd Internatiomal School,
Mallwal, Numpur, Disirict Kangra
{HP), wrgently roguires Special
Eduwcator For School. Qualification:
B.Ed. {Special Education) or B.Ed.
with two years Diploma in Special
Education or PGDP in Special
Education. Attend imerview with
original documents, Contact: SR053-
24033, (CL24016934 )

API Smart School, Mundl Kharar,
hehali roquired experienced
qualified PGT  Chemisity, PGT
Physical Education {Genis preferned),
handzome  zalany, SRTRO-GI49E,
apjsmartschooli gmail .com
[CL24017095)

BTC DAY College, Banikhet
{Dalhousicl, Dristrict Chamhba.
Applications  along with estimonials
are invited within 21 days for the posts
aof Assistant  Professor  purcly on
temperary  basis  for the  Session

2024-2025% w wach X1 XIL BA,
BSc, B.Com., BBA & BCA and
M.Sc. Physics & Chemisty.

English-4, Mathematics-3, Commence-
4, Chemistry-6, Physics-h, Physical
Education-1, Botany-2, Zoolomye-2,
Econemics-2,  Histony-2,  Hindi-2
Business Adminisration-3, Computer
Scicnoe-3, Biclogy-1, Paslitical
Science-2, (eeography- 1, Sanskrit-1.
Cuealifications as per HP. University
Board' 1WET norms, Principal
Tel: D736 2800]. Email:
icdavbki gmail com (CL24017105)

Montessori Cambridge Schonl
Diefence Road Pathankoed 145001
{CBSE], M. Mips., GRT65-
Tl DRTH3-TO91 3 E-mail:
mcspathankotl@gmail.com
wwwmespathanketeduin Day &
Boand ing Schaol. Reguires

Residential Vice Principal expericnced
hamads with Public Schoal backoround
prefemed. Must have core computer
skills. Residential staff is allowed frec
accommadation & Mess facilities.
Salary Megotiable apply within 10 day.
Principal {CL24077137)

DA Group of Scheok (Since 19446)
invikes applications for the post of
Principal, Bursar, WP Academics,
Academic Coordinstor {Primary &
Elemontary), Admin Officer, Chief
Warden for its Schoaol in Shimla
Hills, Teh. Arki, Distt. Solan
{HP} jusi two howrs drive from
Chandigarh. Salary no  bar  for
desernving applicants, Accommaosdation
viehicle' porks ot available. Email
CY at  carcer.dembod® gmail .com,
apply.demlegs@demschool s com,
What s App: GRS O- 50409
{CL24017148)

PUBLIC NOTICES

I. Hajender Singh son of Sh.
Dhanveer Singh resident of Houwse
Mo: 212-54, Kumhar ali, Tehsil
Mahan, [District Sirmauwr [ 730401,
declare that [ ave changed my name
from Rajender Singh Chavhan io
Rajender Singh. All concemed ploase
may note. (CL24017147)

I, Harjinder Simgh s/o Late 5. Ram
Singh nesidence 3115, Sector 22-D,
Chandigarh, kave changed my name
from Harjinder Singh # Harjinder
Singh MNagpal. (CL24017149)

For Circulation and Advertisement
booking and ofher related quern es
plesse call at following numbers
from Monday o Baturday
betwesn 1000 am. and 500 pm.
~iroulation:

017 2-2670318, 2670250, 2670442
E-mail at
circulationi@ i bune mai .com
Adyertise ment:
Classified: 0172-2670257, 26870338
E-mail at
ol assified @) iribune mail com
Cisplay: 0172-2670256, 2670342
E-mail at adi@nbunemail.com

COURT NOTICES

Lo the Court of
Ms. Komple Dhanjal

ACHSD), Mawanshahr

{Shahead Bhagat Singh Nagar)
CHNR No.

PESBO2-000193-2024

Mext Date: 00107 2024 at 10.:00
am

Balithar Singh s/0 Sohan Singh r'o
Village Jethu Mazara, Tehsil
Mawanshahr, Distt. SBS Nagar

Applicant
Vs
General Public and others
.. Respondents

sSucoession Applications

Motice to: 1. General Public, 3.
Rajwinder Kaur w/o Satham
Singh r'o Village Jethu Mazam,
Tehsil Wawanshahe, Distt, 5BS
Nagar, 6. Jaswinder Kaur w/o
Paramjit Singh rfo Village Jethu
Mazara, Tehsil Mawanshahr,
Disn. SBS Nagar,

In above titled petition the
tespondent{s) could not be
served, I s ordered  that
respondent(s) should appear in
person or through counsel dated
01.07.2024 at 1000 am.

For details logon o
hitps e gheourtchd. govoins™?
tre=district_notice&district=

shama mr

Given under my hand and seal
of this Court on 13052024,

Sii- (Komple Dhanjal
Addl. Civil Judge
{Senior Division), Mawanshahr
CL 24016905 SBS Nagar
In the Court of
Ms. Komple Dhanjal,
ACT{SD), Mawanshahr
{Shahced Bhagat Singh Magar)
CHE Mo PESBO2-0003 T- 123
Mext Date: 09.07.2024 a (000 am.
Charanjit Smgh som of Gyan Chand
son of Dhani BRam rie House Mo
B-3/14% Strect No. |, Bakkarkhana
Foad, Mawanshahr and Disti. 5BS
Magar. ~Plaintift
Wersus
Bavinder Singh and Others
Defendants
Motice #0: 3. Jaspal Singh som of
Charanjit Singh son of Baljinder
Singh rio Willage Savianiar Magar,
Ludhiana, 4. Kewal dio Charajit
Singh wite of Kaln vo Village Aur,
Tehsil Mawans hahr, Distt. SBS Magar,
5. Seema Devi dio Charanjit Singh
and w/o Pardecp Singh ro Village
Bulewal, Teh. Balachmr, Dist. SBS
Magar, £, Resham Smgh hushand of
Swarn Kaur dio Gian Chand ro
Savtantar Magar, Ludhiana, Teh. and
Distt. Luwdhiana, 9 Mannder Singh
son of Chamanjit Singh o Houwse
Mo, B3149,  Sireat Mo, |
Bakkarkhana Roead, MNawanshahr,
Teh. Mawanshahr, Distt. SBS Magar.

In above titled petition the
detendant{z ) could not be served. It =
ordered that defendant{s) should
appear in person or through counsel
dated 09072024 a1 1000 a.m,

For details bogon 1o

hitpe: i ghcowrchd, goeeinMrs=

district noticefed strict=shsmagar

Given under my hand and seal of
thiz Court on 16,05 2024,

Sdi~ {Komple Dhanjal )

Additional Ciwil Jwdze {Sc Divin,

SBS Magar (Mawanzhahr).
CL240169 10

DISCLAIMER

“The Tribunea Trust doas
ol take regsponsibility
Far the contenls
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COURT NOTICES

(U/O 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Ms. Manisha Jam
Principal Judge Family Court
SBS Nagar
Sunita Ram
Vs.
Pal Ram
CNR No.
PBSBO1-0039%45-2021]
MNext Date: 30.07.2024
MNT-198/202]
Publication issued to:
Pal Ram s/o Sh. Nirmal Singh
o V. Garlu Ajit Singh, Aur,
Teh. Nawanshahr, Distt. SBS
Magar,

In above ttled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served It
ordered that defendant(s)/
respondent(s) should appear
m person or through counsel
on 30.07.2024 at 10.00 a.m.

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd. gov.m/?
trs=district notice&district=

shsnagar
Dated, this day of 01.05.2024.
Sd'- Principal Judge
Family Court,

CL24016911 SBS Nagar

In the Court of
M=, Komple Dhanjal, ACT (S0,
Mawanshahr
{Shahweed Bhagat Singh Nagar)
CNE- PBSBO2000122-2023

Mext Date:- 02,07, 2024 gt 10:00 a.m.
Sukbwinder Singh son of Shingara
E'o 10 COPPER WORKS WAY,

WALSALL, WS, 3 IFQ UK
through its  attormey  Raohitag
Chaudhary  sonm  of Kajinder

Chaudhary B'o Mawanshahr, Tehsil
Mawanshahr, Distt. SBS Magar.,
Flaintift...
Versus
Sucha Singh and Others
Defendants...
Motice to: 1. Sucha Singh son of
Shingara son of Karnail Singh, 2.
Jujhar Singh son of Shingara Singh
son of Karnail Singh, 3. Kuldeep
Singh son of Shingam Singh son of
Faarnail Singh All Ko Village
Musapur, Tehsil Mawanshahr, [hstt.
SBS Magar, 4. Prabhvir Singh son
of Ranjit Singh R'o Village Ali
Chak Tehsil Jalandhar-2, [Distt.
Jalandhar.

In above titled petiion the
defendant(z) could not be served. It
i5 order that defendant(s) should

pear in person or through counsel
dated 02,07 2024 at 1040 am. the
details logon to

https:/‘highoourtchd  gov. inMrs=
district_notice&district=shsnagar

Ciiven under my hand and seal of
the Court on 16052024,

Sd/- (Komple Dhanjal)
Additional Civil Judge
{Sr. Divn.), SBS Magar.
CL24016925
In the Court of
Mz, Komple Dhanjal,
ACTHSD) Nawanshahr

{ Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar)
CNE No. PESBO2-001 4 10-2022
Mext Date: 0307 2024 at 1000 am
Canara  Bank Branch Office
Banga, Tehsil Banga, Distt. SBS
Magar, through Sh.  Manish
Peshwani  Senior Manaper at
Banga Branch, Tehsil Banga, Distt.
SBS Magar, P laintiff..

Versus

M/s Bablu Garments and (hhers
Defendants...

Motice to: |, M's Bablu Garments
its sole owner and Prop. Simranjit
Singh Main Road, Banga, 2.
Simmnjit Singh s of Gundeep
Singh sole owner of and Prop, M/s
Bablu Garments Main Road
Banga, 3. Baljit S5mgh son of
Gurdeep Singh Rio H.No., 3099,
Railway Road Banga, Distt. 5BS
MNagar.

In the above title petiton the
defendant]s) could not be served. It
i5 ordered that defendant(s | should
appear in person or  through
counsel dated 0207 2024 at 1000
AT

For details logon to
https: //hi gheourtehd. gov.ind'?
tre=district_notice&district=

shenagar

Criven under my hand and seal of
this Court on 1505 2024

Sd/- Ms. Komple Dhanjal,

ACHISD) Mawanshahr
{Shahesd Bhagat Singh Nagar)
CL2401693]
{(UfO 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Jasvir Smgh
Crvil Judge
(Semior Division)-
M.R.1. Court, Jalandhar
Jarnail Singh
Vs,
Jaswant Kaur
CHNR Mo.
PBILO2-004609-2023
Mext Date: 04.07 2024
Publication issued to:

Jaswant Kauwr w/o Late
Kamail Smgh s'o Late Rattan
singh /o Village Chakrala,
Tehsil and Distt. Jalandhar at
present  Block No. 47
Lengkok Bahru # 06-237
Singapore 151047,

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It s
ordered that defendant(s)/
respondent(s) should appear
m person or through counsel
on 04.07.2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd. gov.m/?
trs=district notiwededistnet=

jalandhar
Dated, this day of 16.05.2024
Sdf- Civil Judge
{ Semor Division )-
MN.E.I Court
CL2401 7128 Jalandhar.
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LS seats or ancestral properties? PM
targets Cong over dynastic politics

INDIA VOTES

2024

ADITITANDON

THIHIRE MEWS SEHVE.R

NEW DELHI, MAY 15
Prime Mimnister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said he
would ensure every cormupt
leader spent a hifetime in jail
once his new government
took shape post the declara-
tion of Lok Sabha election
results on June 4,

Addressing a poll gathenng
in West Bengal's Purulia, a
day after Chief Mmister
Mamata Banerjee named a
few monks of the Bharat
Sevashmm Sangha and
Ramakrishna Mission for
‘openly aidmng the BJP over
the TMC' in elections, Modi
also zaid a party that disre-
garded Indian civilisation by
openly insulting monks who
were bringing glory to India
“didn't deserve even a sinple
vote from people.”

Later speaking in Jhark-
hand's Jamshedpur, the PM
said the Congresswas writing
a will, and they consider Par-
liament seats as their ances-
tral property. The Congress
had announced Rahul Gand-
hi's as its candidate from the
Raebareli seat, held by his

) 1 4 f .'
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Prime Mlnlster Narendra Modi I:rElng pr&senteda memento durmlga rally inWest Bengal on Sunda}' FTl
LDDTEB H'I'JHE"I!’ "MILL BE REI'UHHED TD FA‘I!'EES

@ 0n June 4, after the installation of the new
government, the life of every corrupt leader will be
spentinjail. Money of loot will be retumed to those
who are its original payees. Narendra Modi, mue unsts

mother Sonia Gandhi for the
past two decades.

“Rahul Gandhi is saying it
15 my mummy's seat, which
not even an eight-vear-old
boy will say. Somia Gandhi
went to Raebareli and said
she entrusted her son to the
voters. These people consider
parhamentary constituencies
as their ancestral property,”

Modi said.

The PM's Punulia address,
however, stood out for his
sharpest remarks on corrup-
tion in the 2004 poll cvele so far

Speaking of “illegal cash

recovered from the homes of

some opposition party lead-
ers, moduding the Congress,
JMM and TMC,” Modi said,
“OnJune 4, after the mstalla-

Cong INDIA bloc govtwill herald
stable, predlctable pohcymakmg

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 19
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh accused
Home Minister Amit Shah
ofinciting “fear-mongering”
and said an INDIA coalition
government shall herald a
new age of stable, pre-
dictable polievmalang and
overall prosperity.

He said the econonmue
growth flourished sipnificant-
v under the leadership of Dr
Manmohan Singh. He saud Dr
Singh's era was marked by
higher private investment
and manufacturing share per-
centages. Ramesh attributed
the current economic chal-
lenges to a series of self-
inflicted policy blunders,
including demonetisation,
implementation of GST and a
poorly-planned lockdown.

The Congress leader under-
seored the adverse impact of
the Modi government's poli-
cies, which he argued has led
to a chmate of fear and uncer-
tainty, prompting a notable
exodus of traders from India
to international destinations
such as Dubai, London and
SIngapore,

Addressing the future out-
look, Ramesh outlined the
kev focus of the INDIA gov-
ernment, emphasising the
need to eradicate the prevail-
ing atmosphere of distrust

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh being felicitated by party's
Bihar president Akhilesh Singh in Patna on Sunday. rPmi

and fear. He refterated the
commitment outlined in the
Conpgress manifesto to foster
a conduave envimnment for
private enterprises, regulato-
ry authorities, tax bodies and
the government to collabo-
rate harmoniously.

Ramesh oondemned the
Modi pgovernment's alleged
vindictive and  arbitrary
approach, accusing it of Bvour-
mg a select few and stifling
competition. He  warned

apainst the ramifications of

anti-competitive pad ioes, which
he daimed have confributed o
underinvestment and exacer-
bated economice inequalhies.
Highlighting promises out-
lmed in the manifesto,
Ramesh detailed the Con-
gress plans to overhaul the
tax regime, incduding the

mtroduction of GST 2.0 with
a single, moderate rate and
the enactment of a Direct
Taxes Code. Additionally,
measures  to  eliminate
exploitative tax schemes hin-
dering investment in small
companies amd start-ups
were emphasised.

The statement concluded
with a reminder of the Con-
gress cormmitmentsto address
1550es such as nflation, unem-
plovment and stagnant wages,
all while upholding principles
of fiscal responsibility. Ramesh
compared fiscal defict fipures
between Dr Manmohan
aingh's tenure and the Modi
government's final year, high-
lighting the former's supenor
performance in mantaining a
lower defiot percentage rela-
tive to GDP

tion of the new govemnment,
the life of every corrupt
leader will be spent in jail.
And the money of loot will be
returned to those who are its
original payvees.”

The PM also indicated pos-
sibilities of a new law to
return the money of the loot
recovered by Central probe
agencies to people.

He said he would not put
this money into the national
treasury. “Modi is not recov-
ering money to fill the nation-
al treasury: It is Modi's guar-
antee to find people who paid
this money and return it to

them. This money belongs to
nnocent Dalits, tnbals and
people belonging to back-
ward classes,” the PM said.
In Bengal. he came down
heavily on Mamata Banenee
for pin-pointing some leaders
of Ramakrishna Mission,
which Swami Vivekananda
founded, and Bharat
Sevashram Sangha for helping
the BJP over TMC in Bengal.
“With trends indicating a
TMC loss, Mamata Banerjee
15 now openly mtimidating
people, Shedares to publicly
name Ramakrishna Mission
and Bharat Sevashram
Sangha leaders and insult
them. The TMC has crossed
all imits to appease its vote
bank. ISKCON, Ramakrish-
na DMission and Bharat
Sevashram Sangha are
adding to national glory I
charge the Bengal CM of
working under mstructions
of Muslim fundamentahsts
to get votes,” Modi said.
Banerjee had on Saturday
mn poll rales named some
seers for helping the BJP
The PM also bmught up
Sandeshkhalh matter and
accused the ruling TMC in
Bengal of siding with their
leader Shahjahan Sheikh,
the alleged perpetrator of sex-
wal assaults on women, and
said, “Everydaughterof Ben-
gal will destroy the TMC by
voting against the party”

FSSAl warns traders
againstuse of calcium
carbide to ripen fruit

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 19

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has warned fruit
traders and food business
opermators not to use the
banned “calenim carbide” for
the artificial ripening of
fruits, especlally durmg
Mango Season.

Calaum carbide is com-
monly used for ripening
fruits like manpgoes.

“Tt (caletum carbide) releas-
es acetvlene gas which con-

taing harmful traces of
arsenic and phosphorus,
These substances, also
known as ‘masala’, can

cause serious health issues
such as diziness, frequent
thirst, wrritation, weakness,
difficulty in swallowing,
vomiting, skin uleers ete.
Addtionally, acetyvlene gasis
equally hazardous to those
handhling it."” the FSSAT said.
The Fhod Safety and Stan-
dards (Prohibition and
Restrictions on Sales) Repu-
lations, 2011, states, “No per-
son shall sell or offer or
expose for sale or have on his
premises for the purpose of
sale fruits that have been arti-
ficnally ripened by use of
acetvlene gas, commonly
known as carbide gas,”

CAN CAUSE SERIOUS
HEALTH ISSUES

@8 Thesesubstances,
ako knownas ‘masala’,
can cause serous health
issues such asdizziness,
frequent thirst, skinulcers
etc. Additionally, acetylene
gas s equally hazardous
fothose handling it. Fssa

Considermg the issue of
rampant use of banned cala-
um carbide, the FSSAI has
permitted the use of ethylene
gas as a safer altemative for
fruit ripening in India.

“Ethvlene Fas can be used
in concentration up to 100
ppm., depending upon the
crop, variety and maturity.
Ethvlene, a naturally occur-
ring hormone in fruits, regu-
lates the ripening process by
mitiating and controlling a
series of chemical and bio-
chemical activities, The treat-
ment of unripe fruits with
ethylene gas triggers the nat-
ural ripening process until
the fruit itself starts produc-
mg ethylene n substantial
gquantities,” the FSSAT said.

The food rmepulator has
advised the consumers to
wash fruits thoroughly with
water before consumption.

Southwestmonsoon on course, hlts Nicobar Islands

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 15
Southwest monsoon on Sun-
day made its onset over the
Nicobar Islands, the south-
ernmost region of the coun-
trv, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said here.

The Met department saud
monsoon has advanced into
some parts of the Maldives
and Comaorin areas as well.
In 2023, the southwest mon-
soon onset over the South
Andaman Sea made s
onset on May 19.

Owing to a cyvelonic arcula-
tion over Afghanistan and
north Pakistan, light rainfall
will occur in Jammu and
Kashmir Ladakh, Gilgit,
Baltistan, Muzaffarabad and
Himachal Pradesh on May 19
and 21 and Uttarakhand in

A waterlogged road after heawvy rain lashed Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday. am

the next seven days.

Last month, the IMD had
predicted above-normal rain
during the monsoon season

in India with favourable La
Nina conditions, cooling of
equatonal Pacfic Ocean,
expected to set in by August-

September La Nina condi-
tions help in a pood monsoon
season over India.

Monsoon 18 critical for

India’s apgricultural land-
scape, with 52 per cent ofthe
net cultivated area relyving
on it. It is also erucial for
replenishing reservoirs crit-
1cal for drinking water. June
and July are considered the
maost important monsoon
months for agriculture as
maost of the sowing for the
kharif crop takes place dur-
ing this perod.

A larpe part of the countryis
battling with heat waves, The
Met department said heat
wave conditions will prevail
over Punjab, Haryana
Chandigarh and Delhi from
May 19 to 23. Uttarakhand
(Mayv 19 to 22), West Rajasthan
(May 21 to 23). East Rajasthan
(May 22 to 23) and in some
parts of West Uttar Pradesh
(May 19 to 21) and East Uttar
Pradesh (May 19 to 200
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GLAVA PROTEST: Supporters of opposition Ta-i';.ranll':'énﬁié's- -F"arty

hold guanas, symbolising dis honoured ballots, during & march
against ruling Democratic Progressive party in Taipel. REUTERS

2 climbers die on descent after scaling Mt Everest
uLaneaTor: Two Mongolian dimbers have died following their suc-
cessful ascentofthe tallest peak, Mt Bverest, fromithe Nepaliside,
withoLt supplementa ry cxygen and assistance of Sherpa guides.
Eedendamba Usukhjargal, 53, and Lkhagvajav Purevsuren, 31,
were |ast in contact on Sunday evening from Camp 4. ians

Musk launches satellite net service in Indonesia
pENPsAR: Elon Musk travelled to Indonesia's resort island ofBalion
Sundayto launch Starlink satellite Internet service in the woarld's
largest archipelago nation. Wearinga green Batik shirt, Musk was
greeted with a garland of flower petals Bali, where he launched
the Sarlink service alongside Indonesian minksters. ap

Zelenskyyurges West to send Patriots

as Russian s

UKRAINE, MAY 19
Ruszian stnkes killed at least
11 people, including a pregnant
woman, and injured 25 others
in two separate attacks in
Ukraine's northeastern
Ehadav region on Sunday,
local officials said.

It was the latest in what
have been constant attacks in
recent weeks on Kharkiy aty
and the region of the same
name by Russian missiles and
guided bombs as Russian
troops have launched an
offensive in the northeast of
the repron. The first stnke on
Sunday killed five and wound-
ed 16 in a recreation area just
outside Khark v, while anoth-
er five people were killed and
9 injured later in theday n two

INFQCUS

Carbonfinance
projects hold
Immense potential
for driving
sustainable
developmentand
poverty alleviation.
By hamessing

the power of
environmental
consenvationto
create economic
opportunities, these
Initiatives not only
mitigate climate
change butalso
improve the lives of
farmers and
forest-dependent
communities. As
India continuesiits
journey towards a
greenerand more
inclusive future,
investing in stich
DIojects IS a
necessity for
building resilience
and prosperity at the
grassroots level.

villages in Kupiansk district.

Local FOVEmnor Oleh
svmeehubov  sad  Russian
forees shelled two villages of
thedistrictwitha selfpropelled
multiple mcket launcher In

WORLD

Willresignit'no Gazaplan’ by
June 8, says Bibis war minister

DEIRAL-BALAH (GAZA STRIP ), MAYES
An Israel airstrike killed 27
pecple in central Gaza, most-
Iy women and children, and
fighting with Hamas raged
acrmss the north on Sunday
as Israel's leaders aired divi-
sions over who should pov-
em Gaza after the war, now in
its etghth month.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyvahu fares cnticism
from the two other members of
his War Cabinet, with his main
political rival, Benny Gante,
threatening to leave the gov-
ernment if a plan is not created
by June 8 that mcludes an
mtemational  administration
for postwar Gaza.

US Natiemal Secunty Adviser
Jake Sullvan met Netanvahu
and other Israedi leaders on
Sunday to discuss an ambi-
tious US plan for Saudi Arabia
o recopnise [smael and help the
Palestinian Authom ty to govem

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu & war minister Benny Gantz

JORDAN DEMANDS INVESTIGATION OF ‘WAR CRIMES'

Ammanrt Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi said on Sunday
that the kingdom dermanded an international investigation into
what it said were manywar crimes committed during Bmael's milk
tarycampaign in Gaza. During a press conference with the head
ofthe UN Palestinian refugee agency, Safadi said those responsi-
blefor documentated crimes should be brought to justice.

Gara inexchange for a path to
eventual statehood. Ismeli offi-
cials zaid Netanyahu and his
senior aides would try to reach
agreement with Sullivan about

the need for press ahead with
the Rafah push.

Netanvahu opposes Pales-
tinian statehood and has
mjected those proposals, say-

mng Israel will maintain open-
ended security control over
Gaza and partner with local
Palestinians unaffiliated with
Hamas orthe Western-backed
Palestinian Authorit v
Gantz's ultimatum
expressed support for nor-
malising ties with Saudi Ara-
bia and other Arab countries,
but he also said “we will not
alloww any outside power,
frendly or hostile, to impose a
Palestinian state on us”.

Czantz's withdrawal would
not bring down Netanyahu's
coalition pgovernment but
would leave him more reliant
on far-right allies who sup-
port the “voluntary emigra-
tion” of Palestinians from
Gaza, full military occupation
and the rebuilding of Jewish
settlements there. Even as
discussions about the future
take on new weight, the war
rages. — Reuters
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TENSIONS FLARE UP: Pro-Palestinian protesters block a local

Che Cribune
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street in the Brooklyn borough of Mew York City. REUTERS

Grads turn back on
Biden duringaddress

ATLANTA, MAY1E
US President Joe Biden delny-
ered  the commencement
address at Morehouse College
on Sunday, receving applause
and cheers but also spurring
some students to turn themr
back to Biden as his backing of
Israel in its war with Hamas
nles college praduations,
Bidens address at Morehouse
Collepe, a histoncally Black

men's college in Aflanta, is part
of an elecion-vear platform to
repair bonds with yvoung Black
men and addressthe anger over
his position on Ismel.

*It's a humanitarian crisis
in Gaza, that's why I've called
for an immediate ceasefine,”
Biden said to applause. 1
know it angers and frustrates
many of you induding in my
family,” he said. — Reuters

the city of Kharkry, Mayor Thor
Terekhov gave the toll of dead
and wounded.

After Sunday'’s attack Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
again called on Westem allies to

trie_s on Kharkiv kill 11

g - = il 3

supply Kyrv with additional air
defence systems to protect

*The word can stop Russian
termor - and o do so, the lack of
political will among leaders
must be overcome,” Zelenskiy
said on Telepram.

“Two Patriots for Kharkny
will make a fundamental dif-
ference,” he said, referring o
Patriot mssile defence sys-
tems. Air defence systems for
other cities and sufficient sup-
port for soldiers on the front
line would ensure Russia's
defeat. the president added.

Ukraine has frequently
accused Russia of using “dou-
ble tap” stnkes o kill or injure
emergency workers at the
scene of stnkes, — Heuters

AGRICULTURE

AGROFORESTRY

r
DRCongos
armedforces
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foil‘coupbid
KINSHASA, MAY 15
The Democratic Republic of
Congo's (DRC) ammed forces
repdled an attempled coup
involving Congolese and for-
dagmers on Sunday, a DRC
army spokesman said. “An
attempted coup d etat has been
put dowm by the secunty forces.
The bid imvobved forelgners
and Congolese. These foregn-
ers and Congolese have been
put out of action,” spokesman
Sybvain Ekenpe smd

He did not specify whether
this meant they had been
detained or killed. Tina Sala-
ma, a spokeswoman for Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi, also oone-
firmed that the presidential
palace had been attacked on
Sunday but the ammy had
retaken control. — Reuters

US NSA, Saudi crown prince
meet to discuss security deal

DUBAL MAY 19
President Joe Biden's national
secunty adviser Jake Sullivan
met Sunday with Saudi Aras
b’ serown prince Mohammed
bin Salman to discuss what the
kingdom described as the
“semi-final” version of a wide-
mnging security agreement
between the countries.

Saudi state media released
no mmages of Sullivan and
Prince Mohammed meeting
in Dhahmn, a city in the
kingdom's far east that's
home to its state-run oil
mant, Saudi Arameo.

“The semi-final version of
the dmaft strategic agreements
between the kingdom and the
United States of Amenca,
which are almost bemng

(&
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LIS NSA Jake Sullivan & crown prince Mohammed bin Salman

finalised — and what is being
worked on between the two
gsides in the Palestinian issue
to find a credible path — were
discussed” the statement
released after the talkes said.
That included “a two-state
solution that meets the aspira-
tions and nphts of the Pales-

tinian people” and “the situa-
tion in Gaza and the need to
stop the war there and facili
tate the entry of humanitarian
aid,” the statement added.
Saudi Ambia has long called
for an independent Palestin-
1n state to be createdwith east
Jerusalern as capital — AP

Leveraging carbon finance projects for a livelihood fillip

JITENDRA VIR SHARMA

N India, where agriculture
and forestry are integral to the
hvelihonds of millions, the
mtersection of environmental
conservation and  economic
empowerment holds 1immense
promise. Carbon finance projects,
particularly those focusing on
ARR (Afforestation, Reforestation
and Revepetation) and REDD+
(Reducing Emissions from Defor
estation and Forest Degradation),
are emerging as powerful tools for
not only mitigating cimate change
but also upliftng the sodo-eco-
nomic conditions of farmers and
forest-dependent communities,
while smultaneously achieving
Sustainable Development Goals.
These projects help in either
absorbing greenhouse  gases
{GHG) from the atmosphere or
preventing  ther subsequent
release mto the atmosphere. The
amount of COy sequestered orthe
GHG emissions avolded are gener-
ated in the form of carbon credits,
which can be traded in the interna-
tional market via voluntary carbon
platforms. Carbon finanang is a
result-oriented mechanism that
allows companies wishing to offset
their GHG emissions to buy car
bon credits genemted from such
projects. It can serve as a key miti-
gation measure to combat adverse
mmpacts of climate change.

The ARR way

The agricultural sector is a crucial
component of the economy
employing a significant portionof
the workforce and contributing a
substantial share to the country's
GDP {around 1520 per cent).
However, it faces several chal-
lenges, such as low productivity,
dependence on monsoons, frag-
mented landholdings, post-har-

*NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCTS
vest losses and environmental
degradation. Introducing carbon
finance projects as an alternative
ltvelihood through ARR initia-
tives can potentially address
some of these challenges while
providing additional ncome for
farmers and communities,
Recent research indicates that
the ARR sector can contnbute
more than 2 billion tonnes of COy
equivalent {COseq) by 2080 if poli-
cies, finances and support are pro-
vided. In India, around 86 per cent
of the farmers are small and mar-
pinal — they have landholdings
smaller than 2 hectares. They can
benefit from ARR-based projects.
By mcentivising the planting of
trees and restoration of depraded
forests, these projects offer tangi-

ble benefits to local communities,
ARR-based carbon finance proj
ects can supplement farmers’
income by selling carbon credits
in the carbon markets, enabling
risk reduction and contributing
towards dimate resilience. These
projects are designed to include
activities like tree plantations of
timber and horticulture species,
harvesting of timber species and
regular replanting of trees that are
harvested. Farmers practising
agroforestry and tree planting or
mterested in adopting apgro-
forestry on their private farmlands
and even the large community fal-
low lands can also be considered
for these projects. The projects can
also help states move forward
towards carbon neutrality.

AVOIDANCE: CO, THAT COULD + REMOVAL: SEQUESTRATION
HAVE BEEN EMITTED OF ADDITIONAL CARBON
REDD (Reducing Emissions ARR (Mforestation,

from Deforestation & Forest Reforestation & Revegetation)
Degradation)
Reducing dependence on fuelwood Flantation activities

Project ~ Curbing forest fires Block plantation
activiies  Checkingovergrazing Agroforestry

Ensuringsust ainable NTFP* collection

For farmers grappling with
unpredictable weather patterns
and fluctuating crop yields, par-
ticipating in ARR projects pres-
ents a pathway to income diversi-
fication. By integrating trees into
their agricultural landscapes or
restoring degraded forest areas
on their land, farmers can tap
into additional revenue streams
through carbon sequestration.,

REDD + projects

The forestry sector plays a piv-
otal role in achieving India's
Nationally Determined Contri-
bution (NDC) of creating an addi-
tional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 bil-
lion tonnes of COs.eq. Presently,
India’'s total forest and tree cov-
er i 0.9 million hectares, which

VERIFIED EMISSION
REDUCTIONS

-

The VERs can be traded
in the intemational
market through the
voluntarycarbon
platforms available

15 24. 62 per cent of the geograph-
iral area. Protected Areas (PAs)
cover about b per cent ofthe total
geographical area. Around 5
million people, staying in prox-
imity of the PAs, depend on for-
est resources fortheir livelihood.

This dependence is in the form
of collection of a variety of non-
timber forest products, fuelwood
and fodder for subsistence and
livelihood purposes. The PAs in
India have been identified to
have the potential for penerating
around 10,000,000 carbon credits,
which can be traded in the car-
bon market. Thus REDD+ initia-
tives po a step further by
addressing the root causes of
deforestation and forest degrada-
tion while empowering forest-

dependent communities.

At the heart of REDD+ projects
lie community engagement and
empowerment. By recognising the
rights and trmaditional knowled ge
of local communities, these initia-
tives ensure that forest manage-
ment decisions are made in con-
sultation with those who depend
on forests for ther hivelihoods.
Participation in REDD+ opens
doors to international carbon mar-
kets, where wvenfied emission
reductions or carbon credits can
be traded. The revenue generated
from carbon sales can then be
reinvested in community develop-
ment initiatives as well as to fur-
ther enhance livelihood opportu-
nities of local communities,

Various platforms facilitate the
registration and implementation
of these projects, offering stake-
holders opportunities to engage
in meanngful climate action.
Some key registration platforms
for ARR and REDD+ projects
are Gold Standard, Verra, Plan
Vivo, Global Carbon Council,
Social Carbon, Puro Earth and
American Carbon Registry.

Leveraging carbon finance proj-
erts hold immense potential for
dnving sustainable development
and poverty alleviation. By har-
nessing the power of environmen-
tal conservation to create econome-
ic opportunities, these initiatives
not only mitigate elimate change
but also improve the ives of farm-
ers and forest-dependent commu-
nities. As India continues its jour-
ney towards a greener and more
inclusive future, investing in car-
bon finance projects becomes not
just a choice but a necessity for
building resilience and prosperity
atthe prassroots level.

The author s Sendor Director,
The Energy and Resources Institute
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India wins two medals in
World Para Athletics C'ships
The Indian team pickedup its
first medals in the World Para
Athletics Championshipswith
high jumper Nishad Kumar and
200m runner Preethi Pal
winning silver and bronze,
respectively. Mishad, a Tokyo
Paralympics siver medallst,
cleared 1.99 metres in the
men's T47 high jump final. Ram
Fal finished sixth with his
season's best performance of
1.90m. Preethifinished third in
the women's T35 200m final
with a time of 30.49 seconds.

NMEW DELHI

Sukant, Tarun, Suhas qualify
for Paris Paralympics

Indian para shuttlers Sukant
K.adam, Tarun and Suhas have
sealed their berths forthe
upcoming Faralympics in Faris.
This is the first time Kadam will
betaking partinthe
FParaklympics. He will be playing
inthe men's SL 4 category.
Tarun and Suhas have also
qualified in the same categony.
Mandeep Kaurin 5L3
womens and Nithya and
Sivarajan in mixed doubles
5L6 also made the cut.

SHARJAH

Aravindh beats Salem to
claim sole lead

Indian Grandmaster Aravindh
Chithambaram defeated local
star AR Saleh Salem to emerge
as the sole leader on4.5 points
after the end of the fifth round
of Sharjah Masters chess
tournament. The lranian duo of
Amin Tabatabaei and Bardiya
Daneshvar and Americans
Hans Moke Niemannand
Sam Shankland have four
points apiece. Top seed Arjun
Erigaisi and Sankalp Gupta
hawve 3.5 points each.

RIYADH

Usyk beats Fury to become
heavyweight champ
Oleksandr Usyk scored a razor-
thin split decision win over
Tyson Furyto become
undisputed heawyweight
boxing world champion ina
thrilling contest inthe early
hours of Sunday morning. The
37-year-old Ukrainian is the
first boxer to hold all four major
heavwwelght belts at thesame
time and the first undisputed
champ since the end of Lennox
Lewis' reign in April 2000.

IMOLA ([TALY)
Verstappen holds off Norris
to win Emilia Romagna GP

Red Bull's Max Verstappen held
off a late charge by McLaren's
Lando MNomis to win the Emilia
Romagna Grand Prix. The triple
Formula One world champion
took the cheguered flag 0.7
seconds ahead ofthe man who
beat him at the previous mund
in Miami. Ferrari's Charles
Leclercwas third. AGENCIES

BANGKOK, MAY 19
In a confidence-boosting
performance ahead of the
Paris Olympics, Satwiksaira)
Rankireddy amnd Chirag
Shetty today won the Thai-
land Open Super 300 bad-
minton tournament with a
straight-game win  over
Chen Bo Yang and Liu Y.

The world No. 3 pair pre-
vailed 21-15 21-15 over the
Chinese, ranked 20th, for
their ninth BWF world tour
title in men's doubles. Tt was
also the second title of the
season for the Asian Games
champions following their
triumph at the French Open
Super 790 in March.

“Tthas been a ludky touma-
ment for us. The joumey
gstarted from here. We won
this title in 2019, We went on
to win many tournaments,”
Satwikesaira) said. “They keep
on playving fast and we knew
we couldn't relax. Owverall, 1
think it's the best match we
plaved throughout the tour-
nament. We kept evervthing
calm and under contml So
really happy” he added.

The title comes at a crucial
juncture as the Indian duo
had some low returns in the
last couple of tournaments.
Thev lost in the second mound
at the All England Champi-
onships and then missed the
Asia Championships due to
aninjury to Satwiksairaj. The
Thomas Cup campaign was
alsn not too fruatful as they
Inst a couple of narrow
matches to top pairs.

Satwiksaira) and Chimg
had come into the Thailand
Open final without dropping
a game and were favourites
to daim the title, But Liu and
Chen had also produced
some stunning wins in the

SPORT

Satwiksairaj and Chirag win Thailand Open title for second time

econd coming

Satmhsalraj Hanhlreddy and Chirag Shetty after winning the Thailand Open. FPm

It has been a lucky
tournament for us. The
journey started from
here. We won this title
in 2019, Wewent onto
win many tournaments.
Satwiks airaj Rankireddy

run-up to the summit clash
and had the reputation of
never losing a final.
However, the top-seeded
Indians didn't allow the Chi-
nese to Fet into long rallies or
sustain any pressure. Satwik-
saira] and Chirag made a
superb start by quickly open-
ing up a 5-1 lead. But Chen
and Liu clawed back. At 7-7.
the Chinese pair won a 39-
shot mlly and surged ahead to
10-7. After the break, Satwik-

sarraj and Chirag turned the
tables, moving to 16-12. They
grabbed five pame points
and Satwiksaira) sealed the
game with a superb service
which the Chinese could
only bury into the net.

The Indians made a solid 8-
J start after the change of
gsides and maintaned the
five-point cushion at the
interval. At 15-11, Satwik-
sairaj received warning for
delaving the game and Chen
and Liu moved to 14-15.

But the Indians dashed any
hopes of a fightback, with
Chirag settingup a point with
his fine placement and
Satwiksaira) providing the
finishing touch as they
moved to 17-15. Satwiksaira)
then unleashed a barrage of
smashes to grab five match

No personal coaches, media blackout
In federation’s guidelines to shooters

OLYMPICS TRIALS

NEW D ELHI, MAY 1)
The National Rifle Associa-
tion of India (NRAT) has Iaid
down striet rules, including
not taking the help of person-
al coaches at the national
camp and a *media black-
out”, for the Paris Obympics-
bound shooters, The federa-
tion has 1ssued a “national
team protocol”, in which it
has alsotold the shooters that
parents will not be allowed to
“visit” their wards at camps
and the decision to make an
exception solely lies with the
High Performance Director
{HPD), Pierre Beauchamp.
The NRAIT has said that the
objective of the protocaol 1s to
“ensure the danty of the
trainmmg and readiness plan”
for the Olympics by the shoot-
ers, national team coaches
and sport science support.
As per the letter. anly the
NRAIapproved personal
coaches and sport scence
consultants shall be allowed
to asszist with the trainmg.
“Athletes will not be

Indian-American

Theegala lies third

Theegala s oneshot behind the leaders. UsaToDayY SPORTS/REUTERS

LOUISVILLE [US), MAY 19
Indian-American Sahith
Theegala put himself m per-
fect position to make a bid for
his maiden Major as he was
in sole third and one shot
behind leaders Xander
Schauffele and Collin
Morikawa after three rounds
af the PGA Championships.
After 65-67 on the first two
days, Theegala turned in a

67 on the third to be 14-
under as Morikawa (67) —
winner of 2002 PGA and
2021 Open — and Schauf-
fele (68) were at 15-under
Morikawa 15 looking for a
third Major while Schauf-
fele 15 seeking his first one.

Theegala may have just
one PGA Tour win to his
name but he has been sec
ond twice this season. — PT1

Man u mnst successful shooter at Olympics trials

BHOPAL: Dlympian Manu Bhaker
emergﬂd as the most successful
shooter in the Olympics trials
{O5T) for rifle and pistol, winning
the women's 10m air pistol trial 4
on the concluding day of the exer-
cise here today. This was Manu's
§ fourth win in the trials across two
events, the other being the
women's 2bm pistol. Manu shot
240.8, leaving Hangzhou Aslan

Games champmn Palak Gulia 4.4 paints behind in sec-
ond. Rhythm Sangwan took the third spot. Earlier, Elave-
nil Valarivan waon the women's 10m air rifle OST Tﬂ. with
a score of 254.3, better than the current world record of
254.0 set by China's Han Jiayu in the ISSF World Cup
earlierthis month. Ramita Jindal (253.3) and Mehuli
Ghosh (230.3) were second and third, respectively. Fmi

allowed to talk to media dur-
ing the media blackout,
except for media designated
davs,.” the NRAI letter said.
For the shooters’ safety, the
NRATwill also impnose restric-
tion on ther movement
abroad. “When tmvelling
abroad, shooters’ free move-
ment shall be restncted from
hotel and elsewhere without
the permission of the Chief
Coach/HPD and/or designat-

ed person,” the letter adds.
“Parents and personal
coaches shall not stay or vis-
it the concerned shooters
while at camp and/or compe-
tition. However, HPD and
Chief Coach may consider
their request to interact with

parents/personal coaches if

required without disturbing
the team environment at a
different location,” the let-
ter added. — PTI

points,. They sealed the
match after the Chinese sent
Chirag's smash into the net.
Satwiksaim) broke into a
dance, while Chirag threw his
shirt into the crowd.

Chirag hoped the win
wolld spur youngsters toput
in the hard yards and dream
big. “Not just the men's dou-
bles, doubles in general, I

know such wins give a lot of

boost to youngsters back
home, to push themselves
and not be satisfied.” Chirag
said. “A lot of people thought
the Chinese or Indonesians
are notche s above us but the
way we have been plaving
the last couple of yvears, it
definitely gives the yvoung-
sters a chance to rethink
and beat the best plaversin
the world.” — PTI
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Abhishek powers SRH
to easy win against PBKS

HYDERABAD, MAY 19
Abhishek Sharma bossed
Punjab Kings' bowlers with
vel another explosive half-
century as Sunrisers Hyder-
abad cruised to a four-wicket
win in the IPL here today:

Opting to bat on a flat
track, Punjab Kings posted
an imposing 214/5 riding on
Prabhsimran Singh's 45-
ball 71, which inchided sewv-
en fours and four sixes, and
skipper Jitesh Sharma’s
final-over heroies,

But SREH lonked in com-
plete control of the tall
chase after losing Travis
Head off the first ball and
chased down the target wath
five balls to spare.

Abhishek went about his
business with utmost non-
chalance for a 2Z1-ball fifty,
his third half-century of the
season. He smoked sic sices
and five boundaries in his
knock of 66 from 28 balls.

Henrich Klaasen (42 off 26
balls) Hahul Tripathi (33 off
18 balls) and Nitish Reddy

Ahhlshek Sharma hit six sixes
and five fours in his knock of
&6 from 28 balls. #1i

200-plus totals
inthe IPL sea-
son so far, the

second-most inany T20
tournament, behind the
42 in lastyear's T20

(37 off 25 balls) made handy Blast ofthe UK.
contributions. — PTI
Breach of privacy irks Rohit

NEW DELHE India skipper Rohit Sharma today
lashed out at the |PL broadcasters for
“breaching” cricketers' privacy by recarding
their conversations with friends and col-
leagues attraining and then telecasting the
contents. Rohit expressed his disappoint-
mentafter avideo involving him and Kolkata
Knight Riders' assistant coach Abhishek
MNayar wentviral. Rohit was seen making a
request to the broadeasters to shut down
the audio while recording him after his chat

IPL STANDINGS
T P WL NRR PT
KKR 13 9 3 1.428 19
SRH 14 8 5 0.414 17
RR 13 8 5 0.273 16
RCB 14 7 7 0459 14
CSK 14 7 7 0.392 14
DC 14 7 7 -0.377 14
LSG 14 7 7 -0.667 14
GT 14 5 7 -1.063 12
PBKS 14 5 9 -0.353 10
M 14 4 100318 8

*Read unoer feams, Flayed, Wins,
Losses, Net Run Rate, Points

BRIEF SCORES

B PBKS: 214/51in 20 overs

(Prabhsimran 71,
Rossouw 49, Taide 46;

Matarajan 2/33) vs SRH:
215/6in 19.1 overs
(Abhishek 66, Klaasen
42: Arshdeep 2/37)

Saturday's result

BRCB: 218/5in 20 overs
(du Plessis 54, Kohli 47;
Shardul 2/61) vs CSK:
191/7 in 20 overs:
{Ravindra 61, Jadeja 42%;
Dayal 2/42)

with Mayar. The conversation between the
two took place on May 11. The audio of the
chat was posted by KKR an their social
media handle and fans assumed that the
cricketerwas speaking about leaving Ml
after the ongoing season. Following the con-
troversy, the video was taken down by KKR's
social media team. On May 17, Rohit was
seen having a chatwith Dhawal Kulkarni
ahead of Ml's fixture against Lucknow Super
Glants. Seeing himself being recorded, the
openet, with folded hands, requested the
broadcasterto turm off the audio. Fm

Punjabs Gurindervir back at his best

After overcoming health issues, sprinter eager to break national record

INDERVIR (GREWAL

THIHIENE & EWS 2ENVILE

CHANDIGARH, MAY 19
Gurindervir Singh is back.
The 23-vear-old Punjab
sprinter announced his
return to the top bracket
with a blazing run in the
100-metre  final at the
recently-concluded Federa-
tion Cup in Bhubaneswar.

Gurindemar finished
almaost two paces ahead of the
silver medallist, fhving across
the finish lne in 1035 sec
onds before letting out an
adrenaline-fuelled roar
Despite the fist-pumping
excitement, there was an
underlving refief in
Gurindervir's mind. “The
win means alot because it has
been a rough couple of yvears
for me” sad Gurindervir
who belongs from Patial vil-
lage near Bhoppur town in
Jalandhar district.

After dominating the junior
circuit —he broke the nation-
al 20 record with a time of
10.47s in 2018 — Gurindervir
was destined to become the
next big thing in Indian

Punjab's Gurindervir Singh won the 100m gold medal &t the
recently-concluded Federation Cup in Bhubaneswar. F1i

The win means a lot because it has been a

rough couple of years for me. Now, | have
got my rhythm back. My next target is to break the
national record. Gurndervir Singh

sprinting. Making steady
development, he recorded
his best time of 10.2Ts in
2021. But health issues put a
halt to his progress,

“There was some 1s5ue
with my digestion. It affected
my diet. I could not eat epgs
or chicken, which hit my pro-

Man City achieve the unthinkable

Win 4th EPL

title in a row
LIVINIMIIN, MAY 15
Manchester City won a

record fourth-straipht Pre-
mier Leapue title on Sunday
by beating West Ham 3-1 in
the final game of the season.
City is the first team to be
erowned champion of Eng-
lish soccer’s top division
four vears in a row after
holding off the challenge of
second-place Arsenal,
which beat Everton 2-1.
Two goals frorn Phal Foden
in the first half set Pep
Guardiola's team on course
forits latest title. Mohammed
Kudus pulled a goal back for
West Ham with a stunning
overhead kick, but Rodn
restored City's ad vantage as
it marched toward a spcth
title in seven seasons,
Cuardiola’s team needed
to beat West Ham at Etihad
sStadium to be certain of the
title, having gone into the

Manchester City's Phil Foden celebrates scoring their first goal against West Ham; BELOW: Arsenal
fans check their phones after Foden's goal. rEuTERS

game two points clear at the
top of the standings.

Foden helped ease any
potential nerves among the
home fans when firmg City
ahead with a brlliant goal
inside two minutes,

Recetving a pass from
Bernardo Silva, Foden side-
stepped West Ham midfield-

er James Ward-Prowse and
unleashed a left-foot shot out-
gide the area that rocketed
into the top comer. The goal
was timed at just under 30
seconds. Foden, England's
footballer of the vear, added a
second in the 18th minute
when converting Jeremy
Doku's cross. — AP

tein intake. Diet plays a
major mle if vou want to suce-
ceed iIn sprinting. I just did
not have the energy in train-
ing," Gunndervir said.

“I went to many doctors
but they could not diagnose
the problem. Finally, last
vear I discovered that there

was an issue with my intes-
tines, which I was able to
cure with medication. That
was about six-seven
maonths ago,” he added.
Gurindervir who trains
under Sarabjit Smgh In
Jaland har, started seeing the
results within months, “For
two vears, I eould not breach
10.50s. I felt helpless and
frustrated. Now, 1 have got
my rhyvthmback.” he said.
Gurindervir was “really
happy"” to win his first gold
in what “felt like a long
time"”, but not satisfied
with his timing. He record-
ed his best a day before the
final. running 10.33s 1n the
heats. “The way I had been
running during training, I
was hoping to record
around 10.10s. That 15 my
next target — to break the
national record.” he said.
The record stands at 1026s,

held by Amiva Kumar
Mallick since 2016,
Crunndervar will get a chance

to po for the record next
month at the mnterstate

championships at Panchkula.

/verev wins 6th Masters
title at Italian Open

ROME, MAY 19
Alesmnder Zverev is an ATP
Masters 1000 champion for
the spcth time. The Gemrman
moved past fimst-time Mas-
ters 1000 finalist Nicolas Jar-
ry G-4 7-5 on Sunday at the
Italian Open to win the title
in Rome for a second time.

Zverevwill cimbtoNo.4in
the ATP Rankings on Mon-
day, with his Rome title the
higpgest he has earned since
he suffered a catastrophic
ankle mjury in the Roland
Garros semifinals in 2022,
Pror to Sunday, the 27-yvear-
old's most recent Masters
1000 tnumph came in Cincin-
nati in 2021, while he alsolift-
ed the ATP Finals trophy in
the same season.

“Obviously winning my
first ever (Masters) here 1n
Rome and winning my first
after my injury also in Rome,
s0 Rome 15 a very special
place for me,” Zverevsaid. “Tt
15 4 very, very spectal week.”

Alexander Zverev beat
MNicolas Jarry 6-4 7-5. REUTERS

Zverev showed great athe
leticism to soak up Jarry's big
hitting dunng the one-hour,
4l-minute minute dash and
he took large cuts off both
wings to take time away from
the Chilean, who was unable
to find the required consis-
tency in crucal moments.

“He 15 playing huge and
vou can see by the plavers he
has beaten this week”
Lverev said. — Apencies
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votes in crucial trlangu]ar poll toda

BIPs Gyalson, C un"‘-,
Namgyal, Inde pmdent
Hanifa Janin the fray

ARJUN SHARMA

JAMMLT, MAY 15
The stape 15 set for the polls
in the lone constituency in
northernmaost union territo-
ry of the country — Ladakh
— where a poling station
has been established at the
height of over 14,700 feet
above sea level,

Only three candidates are
in the fray. In parts of east-
ern Ladakh, as many as
50,000 Indian troops have
been eveball to eveball with
50,000 Chinese soldiers for
the last four vears.

Moreowver, mere weeks ago,
a BJP rebellion in the mnks
wias nipped in the bud when
sitting MP Jamyang Tsering
Nampval — who had not
been alloted the ticket
despite being the face of the
BJF's defence of the abroga-
tion of Article 370 2019, and
since indicated he would con-
test as an Independent —
wis persuaded to stand down
when Union earth saences
minister Kiran Rijiju mushed
to Ladakh to pacify him.

Jamyang had recently told
The Tribune, "1 was annoved
but the matter was like differ
ences which sometimes crop
up in a family Those issues
have now been resobved.”

The fate of three candidates,
mduding BJPs Tashi Gyal-
son, Conpress Tsering Nam-
gyal and National Conference

1.84 LAKH VOTERS '1‘ W

095,920 kargil
88.877 Leh

B 577 POLLING STATIONS
! 298 Leh
279 Kargil

ﬁ HIGH-ALTITUDE
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Polling ﬂffl{:lalcs at Warshi wllage a unique polling Statlunnf f'ue w:nters in th-e Ladahh region on Sunday. REUTERS

BACK PAGE
Sixth Schedule key demand, Ladakh

L

(NC) rebel and independent
Hap Hanifa Jan, will be sealed
on Monday in the constituen-
oy, which has neardy 184 lakh
voters - 95,926 in Karpl and
88877 in Leh district.

The major issues for the
Congress and independent
candidate  remams  the
demand for statehood and
Sixth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution for the repion,
while the BJP candidate has
highlighted the development
witnessed in the cold desert
over the Last 10 vears,

The election campaign in
Ladakh meandered through

Gopi Thntahu ra {133 hEE ventured into space as atourist aboard
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin's N5-25 mission. FiLE

Thotakura 1st Indian space
tourist on Blue Origin’s
private astronaut launch

WASHINGTON, MAY 19
Gopt Thotakura, an entre-
preneur and a pilot, on Sun-
dav became the first Indian
to venture mnto space as a
tourist aboard Amazon
founder Jeff Beros's Blue
Origin's N5-25 mission.

Thotakura was selected as
one of the six crew members
for the N5-25 mission, mak-
ing him the first Indian
space tourist and the second
Indian to venture into space
after the Indian Army's
Wing Commander Rakesh
Sharma in 1984,

Blue Onpgin's seventh
human flight, N&-25, lifted off
from Launch Site Onein West
Texas on Sunday moming,
the company announced on
social media.

This mission was the sev-
enth human flight for the
New Shepard programme
and the 25th in its history. To
date, the propramme has
flowm 31 humans above the
conventional boundary
between Earth's atmosphere
and outer space.

New Shepard is a fully
reusable sub-orbital launch
vehide developed for space
tourism by Blue Ongin.

According to Blue Origin,

“(op1 15 a pilot and aviator
who leamed how to fly before
he could drive.” He c¢o-
founded Preserve Life Corp, a
Flobal centre for holistie well-
ness and applied health locat-
ed near Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta Intemational Airport.

In addition to flving jets
commercially, he pilots bush,
aerobatic, and seaplanes, as
well as ghders and hot air bal-
loons, and has served as an
international medical jet
pilot. A hfelong traveller, his
mast recent adventure took
him to the summit of Mt Kib-
manjaro in Tanzania,

Andhra Pradesh-born Tho-
takum
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
Unnversity:

Other crew members of the
flight include Mason Angel
Sylvain Chimn, Kenneth L.
Hess, Carol Schaller, and for-
mer Air Foree Captain Ed
Dharight, who was selected by
President John F Kennedy in
1961 as the nation's first
Black astronaut candidate
but was never pranted the
opportunity to flv to space.
Dunng the flight, each astro-
naut carnes a posteard to
space on behalf of Blue Ori-
gin's foundation, Club for the
Future, — PTI
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twists and tums as the entire
Karpilunit of the NC resigned
after the party high command
asked them to support the

Congress candidate instead of

Hanifa Jan. Political and reli-
pious leaders backed Hanifa
Jan — aShia Mushm — for the
polls, which also gave night-
mares to the Congress and
BJP who have fielded Bud-
dhist candidates.

The NC and Congress are
contesting under the INDIA
aliance, While there was no
violent incidentdunng the poll
campai pring, cracks were vis-
ible in the society of the region

comprising Muslim-dominat-
ed Kargil and the Buddhast-
magonty Leh district

Yetindra M Marmlkar, Chief

Electoral Officer, Ladakh, on
Sunday flagged off the polling
teams to their mespective
polling stations, The teams
departed with EVMSs and other
essential election materials to
ensure a smooth and efficient
voling process.

Multiple companies of the
Central Armed Police Fomves
have been deploved in differ-
ent parts of the region. There
are 577 polling stations, includ-
g 208 in Leh and 279 m

Kargil. Polling parties were an
Friday sent to far off areas of
Kargil, including Phema,
which is situated at a heipght of
14100 feet Ralakun (13800
feet) and Shadey (14.500 feet).
IAF helicopters were used o
send theseteams. Apolling sta-
tion has set up in Anley Phoo in
Leh distnet which is located at
a height of neady 14,700 feet
and is the second highest
polling station in India. as per
officals. In Kargil, webcasting
will be done at 140 polling sta-
tions, including 118 coritical
polling stations, on Monday o
monttor the poll process.

Threelndianships

reachPhilippines
forSChinaSeadrill

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 19
A flotilla of three Indian
Navy warships — INS Del-
hi, INS Shakti and INS Kil-
tan — has reached Manila
on a fourday visit, which
will inelude a “maritime
partnership exercise” in the
South China Sea.

This is the second such
India-Philippines exercise
in the area since December.
Also, it's happening amid
recent tensions between
China and the Philippines
over maritime rights in the
disputed hydro-carbon rich
South China Sea.

Second such exercise
since December, first
after BrahMos delivery

Last month, the Philip-
pines was joined in by the
US, Japan and Australia —
all three partners with India
in the Quadrilateral, or the
uad — to carrv out what
they termed as Maritime
Cooperative Activity (MCA)
in the South China Sea.

Also, this is the first India-
Philippines exercise since
India started the deliveries
aof the 300-km-range Brah-
Mos missile to Manila,

The US is a key playver in
the region. When the Chi-
na-Philippines tensions
ratcheted up, the US State
Department in March
1ssued a statement that it
stood by the Philippines
amid China's “provoca-
tive actions” against law-
ful Philippine maritime
operations in the South
China Sea.
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Lackofactionmayimpact
40% spice exports: Traders

AKSHEEV THAKUR
THIHIEAE 5 EWS SNV JCE
NEW DELHI, MAY 19
After five countries — Sin-
gapore, Hong Kong, Mal-
dives, Australia and Nepal
— announced to ban and
mvestigate the alleped con-
tamination of spice mixes
sold by MDH and Everest,
the Indian spice export
mdustry faces a erisis.

While gpovernment agen-
cies have taken a slew of
measures to ensure guality
checks on spices and curry
powders before being sold
in the market, the Federa-
tion of Indian Spice Stake-
holders (FISS) has said
India’s spice export may
decline nearly 40 per cent
iIf the i1ssue of ethylene
oxide contamination in
spices 15 not addressed at
the earliest.

“As per our estimate, spice
exports could be affected by

Stuckin Kyrgyzstan, 700 students from Rajasthan

contact MLA, seek state govts help toretuurn home
All students safe: Embassy

SUMEDHA SHARMA

THIHIENE SIE50YS SEHVICE

GURUGHRAM, MAY 19

While the authorities have
assured that the situation in
Kyrgyzstan 15 under cone
trol. several Indian stu-
dents in DBishkek have
expressed fear and despera-
tion to return home amd
incidents m mob violence.
Over T00 students from
Rajasthan, most of whom
belong to Dausa and Ban-
swara  distriets, have,
through their families and
social workers, sought state
government’s help.

“We are scared. Institu-
tions have barred us from
posting anvthing online or
even make video calls, The
situation here 15 tlense.
Everything remains nor-
mal during the day but at
night, locals in hordes roam
the streets and target stu-
dents without even check-
ing their nationality We
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APPROACHED CENTRE

€6 We are in constant
touch with the Centre
andthe Indian
Embassy in Elshkek
and will PR
ensure the ﬁf' :
safety ofall | =
students.
= Rajendra Meena,

DAsAMLA

NEW DELHI, MAY 19
The Indian Embassy in
Central Asian country of
Kyrgvzstan today said the
gituation in Bishkek was
“normal’ and all Indian stu-
dents were “safe”.

The embassy put a post on
X about the safety of all
Indian students and asked
them to continue following
the puidelines prescribed
by the authorities in the
Eyrgyvz Republic. Trouble
had started brewing on May

13 between locals and the
population of expatriate
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis,
Indians and Egyvptians. A
brawl ensued between for-
eigners and locals in a hos-
tel of International Univer-
gity of Kyrgyvzstan, in which
20 persons were injured.

Four persons, including
three Egyvptians, have been
arrested. On May 17, locals
targeted South Asian stu-
dents, including Indians
and Pakistanis. — TNS

have been asked to keep
the lights off at night... all
students have been asked
to shift to hostels,.” Satven-
der Phagna, a medical stu-
dent in Eyrgyzstan, said in
a phone call Through a
family friend, Phagna man-
aged to get in touch with a
local MLA.

Dausa DMLA Rajendra

L“I.*

Meena, while speaking to
The Tribune, said he had
been contacted by students
and he was in touch with
the state government to
help them.

“They  are terrified.
Though they say army per-
sonnel are patroling the
streets to ensure safety of
foreign students, the situa-
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tion 15 not normal. We are in
constant touch with the
Centre and the Indian
Embassy m Bishkek and
will ensure safety of all stu-
dents,.” said Meena.
Eyrpgyzstan attracts thou-
sands of students from
India for medical educa-
tion. The number saw a
gsurge after the Ukrainian

war. Though sources claim
there are over 300 students
from Harvana and parts of
Punjab, it has not been
confirmed by the embassy
or the state.

“The dispute that started
over asmoking inadent has
snowballed into a bigger
trouble. Though the seain-
ty at our hostel has been
stepped up, we are scared to
venture out at night. The
situation has been tense for
the last two davs and if it
does not improve, we will
have to come back., Our
parents are sacred,” said
Sunil Kumar, another stu-
dent studyving in Eyrgyzs-
tan. Students from Ban-
swara have also approached
the government through
Pragati Upadhyay, &
social worker, who says stu-
dents have been barred
from video calling and post-
ing any information on
social media.

Party's yvouthful Jai Pratap

40 per cent this yvear if the
isue is not resolved quick-
by,” said Tejas Gandhi, sec-
retary of the FISS, an asso-
ciation of nearly 600 spice
traders, exporters and farm-
ers from across the country.

On May 17, Nepal banned
the sale of four spice-mix
products by MDH and Ever-
est due to suspected ethyl-
ene oxde contamination.
Under this, Madras curry
powder, sambhar mixed
masala powder and mixed
masala curry powder of
MDH and fish curry masala
of Ewerest have been
banned in Nepal over quali-
Iy concerns.

The food repgulatory
agencies in these coun-
tries cite the presence of
ethyvlene oxide, a toxic
chemical used as a food
stabiliser, bevond permis-
gsible limits. It increases
the shelf life of spices.

Spelloutstandon
criminalisingmarital
rape:SCtogovt

N EWDELHI, MAY 19
As  the newly enacted
Bhamtiva MNyava Sanhita
{BNS) -which will replace the
colonial era Indian Penal
Code (IPC) on July 1 - fails to
criminalise marital mape, a
PIL inthe Supreme Court has
challenged the vahdity of the
provision that treats marital
rape as an exception to rape.

Adting on a petition filed by
the AllIndia Democratic
Women's Assoriation (AID-
WA) seeking to criminalise
mantal rape. a Bench led by
CJI DY Chandrachud has
asked the Centre to spell out
its stand on the contentious
155116,

ATDWA contended that the
marital rape exception went
against Article 191)a) (right
to freedom of speech and
expression) and Article 21
(right to life and liberty) of
the Constitution as it took
away a married woman's
rights to bodily integrity,
decisional autonomy and
dignity. — TNS

Vishwanath Chaturvedi.

Desire for badlav hands Cong an opportumty on family’ seats

INDIA VOTES
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AMETHL RAEBARELT, MAY 19

On the eve of voting in the
twin VIP constituencies of
Amethi and Raebareli in
Uttar Pradesh, an underur-
rent due to expectations
unmet by the BJP may be
tilting the scales in favour of
the INDIA allance.

The Congress office in
Raebarel 15 alive with party
workers busily discussing
booth management. But
this may be due to their
desire to be noticed by
Privanka and Rahul Gand-
hi. However, the party's
main office in the adjoming
constituency of Amethi has
just a few workers and a
couple ofvehicles as soon asg
party candidate KL Shar-

Poll officials carry EVMs and other election material in Raebareli on Sunday. ani

ma, who hasreplaced Rahul
Gandhi, leaves in a modest
two-vehide convoy.

“Janate chunav lad rahi
hai” (the people are contest-
ing the elections) is the com-

mon refrain from the few
political workers on the
ground. such as Samapwvadi

Yadav from Ametha.
Expectations were high
here that Privanka and
Rahul would contest both
seats. Those expectations
have been dashed, but Shar-
ma remains firmly in the
contest. Smriti Irani's back-
ers in Amethi may have
unwittingly boosted Shar-
mas chances by terming it
as a contest between a *fami-
ly servant” and a Central
Minister The Congress lacks
organisation here, and the
BJP easily outmatches the
Congress in visible presence.
But Yadav counts Sharma
as “fortunate” to have got the
ticket, and this is reflected in
conversations all along the
route from Lucknow,
“Awadh ka myaz alog hai.
Yeh tameez aur saihi virasat
kt zameen hat. (Awadh has a
different temperament This
15 the land of shared diversi-
tv and culture). All this does-
n't work here),” savs old-
time  Congress  activist

“Madam ison the vergeofa
loss. Here it is the panja that
has the upper hand.” says
Sukanto Bengali, who runs a
small shop of eatables in
Jagdishpur constituency and
counts himself as a neutral
onlooker as he 15 not from
the region — he's registered
for voting in Kolkata's Dia-
mond Harbour constituency.

The chances of Congress
upsetting Irani in Amethi
depend on the desire for
‘badlav’ reversing her 55,000
vote margin victory in 2019,
zays Chaturvedi. But the par-
ty will also have make up for
the loss of an estimated one
lakh votes that the BSP had
brought in m 2019 due to
their alliance,

The Congress effort in Rae-
bareli 18 more coordinated,
and Rahul Gandhi had been
seen as the frontrunner until
a few davs ago. *Ab kaante ka
takkar hai” says Raja Ram
Pal, waiting for a bus to take
him back to his village.



