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AP-born Gopi Ist :
Indiantogoto
space as tourist :

A ndhra-born Gopi Tho- :
{ \takura made history on :
Sunday as he became the :
first Indian citizen to enter
space as a tour-
ist. He was part
of the crew for
Blue Origin’s
NS-25 mission,
reports Sure-
ndra Singh. Gopi, an entre-
preneur & a pilot, flew to
space with Ed Dwight (90},
now the oldest man to go to
space, and four others. P14

MUTUAL FUN

Demystifying Mutual
Fund investments
the fun way.

Every Week on the
Times Business Page.

XD HsBe Muwal Fund

Porsche runs over2
techies, teenheld

“wo software engineers,

both aged 24, died after a
Porsche Taycan, driven by
the 17-year-old son of a build-
er, hittheir bike nearapubin
the upscale neighbourhood
of Kalvaninagar, Pune, at
2.30am Sunday The driver
was detained and JJB freed
him later with conditions. P6

-

IPL last 4: It's KKR
vs SRH, RR vs RCB

PL 2024 league toppers

KKR will play second-
placed SRH in the first qual-
ifier while RR and RCB will
meet inthe eliminator after
the final league game be-
tween KKR and RR was
washed out. P15

Bangla pirates kill
Sundarbans guard

1 yangladeshi pirates
J hacked a forest guard to
death in Sundarbans Tiger
Reserve Saturday night,
while three others escaped
by jumping intheriver. PT

Eestatic RCB fans break nto

Delhi CM Leads
Protest Against
Aide’s Arrest

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday alleged
that BJP was running ‘Opera-
tion Jhaadu’, aiming to arrest
all topfunctionaries of hispar-
ty to eliminate AAP as it saw
them asachallenge.

Kejriwal made the state-
ment during his address to
party workers before leadinga
protest march to BJP headqu-
arters following the arrest of
his aide, Bibhav Kumar, in the
Swati Maliwal assault case.

Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha, who had been mis-
ging in action for months due
to an eyve surgery that even led
to speculation over his affilia-
tion with the party, was also
present.  Addressing party
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Kejriwal and AAP functionaries marched towards BJP HQ and sat on the

L e
'-'t#:' ¥,

road as police barricades prevented them from approaching the office

workers, he said PM Modi co-
uld get all functionaries arres-
ted in one go instead of taking
them one by one. He told the
cadre to be prepared to face
bigger challenges ahead.
“Thetopleadersof our par-
tv, all ministers, MLAs, MPs,
councillors and office-bearers
are present here. Why did we
have to gather here today? Be-
cause the PM has made up his
mind to completely destroy

and crush AAP for which he
has started anoperation called
‘OperationJhaadu’,” he said.
The CM said that Modi fea-
red AAP as its work was being
discussed all over the country,
and it could be a challenge for
BJP at the national level and in
many states. Kejriwal said eve-
ry senior functionary of AAP
had gone through a trial by fire.

b‘Let probe continue’, P 7

BJP running Operation Jhaad
to jail all AAP netas: Kejriwa

Delhi Cops ready 50
questions for Kumar :

l elhi Police is learnt to

have questioned mem-
bers of the security team sta-
tioned at Kejriwal's resi-
dence. A special team has
been assembled by police to
interrogate the CM’s person-
al assistant, Bibhav Kumar,
who is currently incustody. A
questionnaire consisting of
approximately 50 questions
hasbeen preparedfor him.P7

‘AAP protesting
to save accused’

s AAP functionaries
{ Ymarched to BJP's head-
quarters, Swati Maliwal ac-
cused her party of takingtothe
streets to “save the accused”,
Congress functionary Sandeep
Dikshitsaid only a probe would
reveal what exactly happened
between Maliwal & Kumar P 7
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Modi: TMC shaming

Sandeshkhali women
to save its ‘Shahjahan’

Anjalr’s sister tries
to end life; police
report to govt soon

Hubballi: Following chil-
ling murders of Neha Hire-
math and Anjali Ambiger in
Hubballi in less than a
month, Karnataka police of-
ficers on Sunday decided to
read theriot act toanti-social
elements and take corrective
steps towin back the people’s
confidence even as Anjali's
sister tried to end life by sui-
cide, devastated by the grue-
some Killing early last week.

ADGP (law and order) R
Hitendra, who visited Hub-
balli and conducted a review
meeting of the police com-
missionerate, told reporters
that people have “lost faith™
in police after recent inci-
dents and there wasaneed to
reinstill people’s confidence
in the state Khaki force.
“We'll submit a report to
govt soon,” hesaid.

b ‘Reviewing reports',P 5

Rohit Khanna, Falguni Banerjee
& Sujoy Khanra | tun

Kolkata/Purulia/Kharag-
pur: A fortnight after the first
of the purported Sandeshk-
hali videos emerged to give
Trinamool am-
motoaccuse BJP
of engineering
the unrest there,
PM Modi broke
hissilenceonthe
row on Sunday by accusing
chief minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s party of “questio-
ning the character of the wo-
men of Sandeshkhali to save
their (Sheikh)Shahjahan”.
“TMC came to politics
with a promise to safeguard
‘maa, mati, manush’. Today,
TMC is preving on maa, mati,
manush. Bengal's women no

near-riotous celebrations

Manuja.Veerappa
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru; On a rainswept
Saturday night, a resurgent
Roval Challengers Bengalu-
ru — with six straight wins
inastunning comeback — se-
aled their place in the Indian
Premier League playoffs.
The 27-run win against
Chennai Super Kings at M
Chinnaswamy Stadium here
was a tribute to their loyal le-
gion of fans, who have endu-
red 16 trophy-less seasons.
Acknowledging their
fans’ unwavering support,
Faf du Plessis and his men
went on a lap of honour insi-
de the stadium. By then, out-
side the stadium and bevond,

Photo: X platform
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STREET CELEBRATIONS

the celebrations had started
gainingshadesof unruly and
boorish behaviour. While a
stadium packed to the rafters
saw the RCB magic unfold,
thousands across the state jo-
ined in the revelry. Unfort-

unately, the victory was
overshadowed by widespre-
ad drunken brawls, rash dri-
ving and people bellowing on
the streets, making fun of
CSK team supporters.

Rain ensured the match
ended around midnight and
the festivity of RCB fans ex-
tended into the early hours
of Sunday. Outside the stadi-
um, there was pandemonis-
umasRCBfanslined Cubbon
Road in thousands shouting
celebratory slogans. But the
moment they spotied a CSK
fan or, for that matter, anyone
wearing vellow, they wasted
no time in stopping them and
jeering intotheir faces.

» Cops outnumbered, P 2

TMC: PM ‘silent’ on

Sandeshkhali videos

MC alleged that PM Modi

“stayedsilent™ on the
Sandeshkhali videos all these
days as he was aware that
allegations levelled by BJP that
women were abused were not
true. TMC's Derek O Brien,
said: “Inthe last fortnight, he
zipped his lips on Sandeshkhali
aftervideos surfaced." P17

longer trust TMC after the
sins that were committed in
Sandeshkhali...As for our sis-
ters from SC/ST families,
TMC does not even think of
them as humans,” Narendra
Modi said in Purulia.

» Bengal demography, P 14

Pawar: MVA will
win at least 50%
of Maha seats

*harad Pawar, inanexclu-
. 'sive interview to TOI,
said, “I think Narendra Mo-
di'sopinion (opposition lea-
ders focussed on setting up
their children) is wrong; it
isnot acrimetofollow in vo-
ur parents’ footsteps.”

On the PM's prediction
of NDA wining 400 Lok Sab-
ha seats, Pa-
war said, “I do
not know on
what basis he
hasarrivedata
e . figure of 400,
which is very difficult to
achieve, I am doubtful if
BJP will reach the majority
figure in view of severe dis-
contentagainst NDA across
the country.” “In my opi-
nion, the performance of
Maha Vikas Aghadi will be
impressive, it will win at le-
ast50% of theseats,” Pawar
said. FULLQ&A, P8

‘Weak buildings: Kids from

19 BBMP schools shifted

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Nearly six
months after a dilapidated 50-
vear-old BEMP nursery school
building in Bharathinagar,
east Bengaluru, collapsed ho-
urs before classes began, Pali-
ke has shifted students from 19
other schools whose buildings
were in poorcondition toother
nearbyv schools orfacilities.
While BEMP had initially
identified 67 school buildings
that needed attention, a se-
cond survey showed that the-
se 19 were in dire state pro-
mpting it to initiate shifting
of the students. According to
areport accessed by TOL new
buildings will come up at the-
se 19 locations. Repair work
will be undertaken at the

‘NO FIN CRISIS'

» BEMP shifts students from
19 schools and new buildings
will come up at these locations
» Report says work orders
= Issued to carry out
repair works at
33 schools; MCC has
delayed some projects
» A senior official says no
financial constraint as BEMP has
access to Rs 180 crore under

Amrutha Nagarothana scheme

other locations, “Work orders
have been issued for repair
work at 33 schools while the
process of issuing orders for
construction of new buil-
dings at 34 locations will be-
oin soon,” the report read.

» BEMP has funds, P 4

y Centre raps K'taka, says
notification on wildlife

articles is ‘bad in law’

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Centre has
pulled up the Karnataka
govt for issuing a notifica-
tion seeking return or sur-
renderof wildlife articles by
people of the state under
amended Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act of 1972, calling the
state’s decision “bad in law™
anddirectingthestate toroll
1t back immediately.

OndJan 10, Karnataka had
issued a notification after
passinganamendmenttothe
Wildlife (protection) Act of
1972, which said “illegal”
wildlife artifacts must be
surrendered within 30 days
of the notification. The law
took shape after a partici-
pant ina Kannada TV reality
show was arrested for spor-
ting tiger claws in late 2023.

Within days, the Cenire
wrote an official note to the
state asking them to “with-
draw” the notification imme-
diately. The letter; issued by

ACTION POST POLLS

» Centre slams Karnataka's
notification on wildlife
articles, asks the state govt
to roll it back immediately

» The Jan 10 notification
sought return or surrender
of wildlife articles by people

» State can chalk out its
stand only after MCC ends in
June 1st week after LS results

» |t has to also decide on
articles already surrendered

Rakesh Kumar Jagenia, de-
puty inspector general of fo-
rests(wildlife)on Jan 24, had
quoted the Karnataka govt's
Jan 10 order and said: “The
notification isbad in law.”
The Centre's order has
come to light only now and
the state govt can chalk out
its stand only after the model
code of conduct ends in the
first week of June after LS
results are announced.

»State’s amendment, P 4
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Iran prez Raisi,
foreign minister
‘at risk’ after
helicopter crash

A helicopter carrying Ira-
[ A\ nian President Ebra-
him Raisi and his foreign
minister crashed on Sunday
as it was crossing mountain
terrain in heavy fog, an Ira-
nian official said.

The official said lives of
Raisi and for-
eign  minister
Hossein  Ami-
rabdollahian
were “at risk
following the

» Khamenei protege, hardline
prez, sanctioned by US, P 14

helicopter crash™. “We are
still hopeful but information
coming from the crash site 1s
very concerning,” said the
official. Turkey is sending 32
rescue specialists to help
Iran. On X, PM Modi said,
“Deeply concerned by re
ports regarding President
Raisi'shelicopterflight today:
We stand in solidarity with
the Iranian people in this
hour of distress, and pray for
well being of the President
and hisentourage.” P14
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I7-year-old boy seen
voting for BJP 8 times -
in video, detained

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Aviralvideosho-
wing the 17-vear-old son of a
panchavat chief purported-
ly voting eight times at a pol-
ling station in UP’s Farruk-
habad constituency on May
13 led the authorities to file
an FIR and detain him late
Sunday, initiate disciplina-
rv proceedings against offi-
cials managing the booth,
and recommend a repoll.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav,
Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi,
and Congress's X handle were
among those who shared the 2-
minute, 19-second video com-
pilation showing the offender
flashing different ID cards at
intervals and appearing to
pressthe EVM button in front
of BJP candidate Mukesh Raj-

CASE REGISTERED

> FIR registered under various
sections, including those related
to violation of secrecy of voting,
says UP's chief election officer
» Boy's father says he was
taken by polling agents ‘to
participate in EVM machine

inspection/randomisation’

put’s photo and the lotus sym-
bol. He is seen wearing two
shirts in the video of multi-
ple frames stitched together:

In a statement, UP’s chi-
ef election officer Navdeep
Rinwa identified the under-
age voter as the son of Anil
Singh Thakur, gram prad-
han of Khiri Pamaran villa-
ge in Etah district.

b ‘Loot democracy’, P 17

179 Al Exp flyers
stranded for
13 hours in B'luru

A nengine of an Air India
[ \Express plane flying
from Pune to Kochi caught
fire 10 minutes after it took
off from Bengaluru follow-
ing a scheduled stopover late
Saturday evening, forcing a
return and emergency evac-
uation of its 179 fliers, who
were then stranded in the
city for nearly 13 hours.

Theflight, IX-1132, had six
crew members, report Joy
Sengupta & Nithya Man-
dvam. A spokesperson for
Bangalore International
Alrport Ltd said “a full-scale
emergency was declared and
the fire promptly extin-
ouished upon landing™. “We
took off (from Bengaluru) at
10.50pm. Around 1lpm, we
noticed fire in the engine
from the windows. The flicht
then turned back and landed
in Bengaluru at 11.15pm,”
said Pivano Thomas. P4

“No bar on 2nd divorce pleaon

cruelty grounds, says K’taka HC

Vasantha.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: There is no le-
gal bar on filing a second pe-
tition seeking dissolution of
marriage on grounds of cru-
elty if the earlier petition
has been dismissed for non-
prosecution, Karnataka HC
hasobserved inajudgement.

“Even if it is assumed
that the husband has failed
to discharge his obligation
towards the son, the same
cannot be a ground to deny
divoree if he is able to estab-
lish the ground of cruelty
against his wife,” a division
bench comprising Justices
Anu Sivaraman and Anant
Ramanath Hegde has added,

..This court is of the
view that the claim

of the appellant that he is
subjected to mental cruelty
on account of the false
allegation of illicit relationship
against him is established.
This aspect of the matter

is completely overlooked

by the family court...

— HC division bench

setting aside the judgement
of afamily court in Mysuru.
The bench granted divorce
to the appellant-husband, a
resident of Mysuru.

The couple working in
Mysuru got married on Jan
28, 2007, and welcomed a son
on Jan 26, 20010. After their re-

lationship turned sour, the
husband admitted hissontoa
school in his hometown Qoty
in 2014 sothat the boy will stay
with paternal grandparents.

Within a month, his wife
admitted the boy to a school
in Mysuru, where she was
working. In the meantime,
the custody battleended ina
compromise as the boy's pa-
rents agreed the boy will be
with the mother and both
equally sharing educational
expensestill he attains majo-
rity. Later, the wife registe-
red a police complaint aga-
inst her husband, sayving he
had demanded Rs 3 lakh
from her father,

»Mental cruelty, P 4
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22 villas affected as SWD block sees Cybercrook poses as DC,
Messages cops for money

Locals Point To
Poor Teamwork |
By Civic Bodies

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The blocking of
a stormwater drain’s entry
into Puttenahalli Lake, near
Yelahanka, resulted in the in-
undation of an entire street
at Northwood Housing Socie-
tv, which comprises 22 villas,
near Anantapur Gate on 5a-
turday night, with the water
stagnation continuing into
Sunday morning. According
to BBMP officials, 20 villas
have been flooded.

Prakash MB. aresident of
the villa complex, said there
was J3ft-deep water on the
street in the morning. Palike
officials visited the spot and
assured the residents they
would clear the water by
pumping it out as a tempora-
ry arrangement and would
also implement a long-term
solution to the problem.

Anotherresidenttold TOI
that she has lived in the area
for seven vears and had wit-
nessed flooding there in 2022
during heavy rain across the
citv. However, she blamed the
flooding this time around on
the lack of coordination bet-
ween the civic bodies and the
forest department.

She added the flooding
started on Friday itself, befo-
re the rain even began. Sewa-
ge flow into the SWD was the
main reason, and the rain on-
Iy added to it. She said there
are 22 villas on the street and
the residents of the flooded
villas are now staying in ne-
arby hotels or with relatives.

On Sunday evening,
BEMP control room officials
said the situation remained
the same inthe villacomplex.

Karee Gowda, zonal com-
missioner of Yelahanka
(BBMP), told TOI the govt
had notified Puttenahalli La-
ke asabird sanctuary in 2015,
The forest department closed
the SWD entering the lake to
prevent sewage entry after it
became a sanctuary, This ar-
rangement didn't affect the
area for a few vears as there
was a deviation nearby.

“The area has developeda
lot in the past few vears and
the deviation has also disap-

peared. So, water from the
SWD started entering North-
wood Housing, a low-lying
area, on Saturday, leading to
flooding in the area,” he said.

Gowda also told TOI the
forest department would be
requested to allow BBEMP to
lay a pipeline bordering the
lake. “We'll deploy staff to
pumpout water as atempora-
ry solution. We'll also write
to the forest department for
its nod to start pipeline-lay-
ing work,” said Gowda.

INUNDATED: The city witnessed
heavy rain on Sunday evening,
leaving commuters struggling.
Twenty villas were flooded at
Northwood Housing Society near
Anantapur Gate over the weekend

enclave street flooded in Yelahanka

Ples: Chiethan I'uﬂhl e & Tol

10 trees fall; flooded
roads hold up traftic

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Heavy rain las-
hed the city Sunday evening,
bringing down over 10 trees
and branches and flooding
several roads.

BBMP officials claimed
there were no complaints of
flooding in residential areas
but confirmed that trees and
branches fell at various pla-
ces. They said tree-fall comp-
laints were reported from
MS Palyva and Talakaveri La-
vout near Yelahanka, Sha-
kambari Nagar near JP Na-
gar, Kadugodi Main Road,
and Subramanya Circle.

BBMP chief commissio-
ner Tushar Giri Nath has di-
rected zonal commissioners
tovisitthe rain-hitareasand
resolve issues. Since Satur-
day night, 15 trees and 49 tree
branches fell across the city
till late Sunday night.

Vehicularmovement was
affected at various places, in-
cluding Hennur-Bagalur ro-
ad, due to waterlogging,.

According to traffic poli-
ce, slow-moving traffic was
reported at Hebbal flyover,
Veerannanapalva, Manyata
flvover towards Hebbal, Yo-
geshwar Nagar and Devina-
gar near Hebbal. The situa-
tionwassimilaratMS Palya,
Venkatala (flyover), Kamad-
henu Nagar near Yelahanka,
various roads in Whitefield

and Varthur, Gunjur road
and Panathur RUB, Rama-
murthy Nagar-Tin Factory
and Sanjay Nagar Cross on
Ballari Road.

Hunasamaranahalli ser-
vice road, BEL to Hebbal,
Anil Kumble Junction-BRV
Junction, Yelahanka Rail-
way underbridge, Anjaneya
junction on Double Road,
Marathahalli service road,
Kadubeesanahalli road,
Karthik Nagar on ORR near
HAL, and evenon Peenvafly-
over also experienced slow-
moving traffic.

Traffic police appealed to
the public not to throw used
water bottles and other was-
te on the road. They said the
plastic bottles block drains,
leading to waterlogging.

They said they formed
multiple teams at each traf-
fie police station to attend to
waterlogging on the roads.
According to meteorological
department officials, Benga-
luru city received 8.4mm of
rain till 5.30pm on Sunday,
while HAL airport area rece-
ived 22.6mm rain. IMD pre-
dicts light-to-moderate rain
and thundershowers associ-
ated with winds at many pla-
ces over Bagalkot, Belagavi,
Dharwad, Gadag, Haveri, Ka-
laburagi, Ballari, Bengaluru
Rural, Eenga]m*u Urban,
Chikkaballapura and other
districts on Monday:

TinmEes News NETWORK

partmentof BBMP has been
calling upon members of
the public to help identify

and report dry trees and
branches that pose a danger

within city limits.
The call comes in the wa-
ke of over a thousand trees

or tree branches falling du-

ring rain, causing damage
to both public safetv and
property. The department is
also actively removing dry
and dangerous trees and

Bengaluru: The forest de-

branches from roadsides
and on govt lands across
Bengaluru.

In a bid to promote envi-
ronmental consciousness,
the BBMP forest depart-
ment is also offering free
saplings to the public and
voluntary organisations.
Citizens interested in obtai-
ning these saplings can con-
tact designated nurseries,
submit an application, and
receive the plants. This ini-
tiative was announced by
BLG Swamy, deputy conser-
vator of forests.

BBMP: Help identify dry trees, branches

HOW YOU CAN SHARE INFORMATION

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Police have re-
gistered a case against uni-
dentified miscreantsforalle-
gedly misusing the identity
of the Bengaluru Rural de-
puty commissioner and see-
king money from a few cops.

Vishwanathapura police
registered the case based on
a complaint filed by Abhis-
hek HD, personal assistant to
Shivashankar N, DC and dis-
trict magistrate, Bengaluru
Rural, on May 9.

Abhishek stated that a
miscreant used Shivashan-
kar's name and photo on his
WhatsApp display picture
and began sending messages
from 12.20pm on May 9 to Vi-
javapura circle inspector
Anand Naik, Channaraya-
patna sub-inspector Annap-
pa, and Nandish, an SI re-
cently transferred out of

-'-ﬁC Llf‘ I(BAIT

V 1511W3natha]}ura station.
Initially, the miscreant
greeted the receivers with
messages like “hi"” and “how
ru” (sic). Later, he enquired
about their whereabouts. Af-
ter exchanging a few messa-
ges, the miscreant requested
financial assistance from
the cops, seeking the trans-
fer of Rs 50,000 via UPI to a
person named Kanakaraju.
“There’s an urgent trans-
action. I need you to initiate
on my behalf now as this is

(Goa man held for
‘communal’ posts

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: City police on
Sunday arrested a Goaresi-
dent for allegedly posting
messages that could “incite
communal discord” on so-
cial media.

The FIR, registered at
the cybercrime
police station on
April 22, states
that Vinit Naray-
an Naik, 53, who
is from Mumbai
and lives in Goa,
posted the mes-
sages in the na-
me of BhikuMath-
re@MumbaichaDon on X,
keeping the Congress ma-
nifesto in mind. The case
was registered under the I'T

BJP's IT cell head Amit
Malviva posted on X, “Kar-
nataka Police has arrested
@Mumbaichalon from
Goa. We are in touch with
his family and will ensure
he gets all legal support.
Congress has unleashed
anarchy and is intolerant
of dissent. But
== there won't be
' | another #Emer-
' gency in this co-
untry, ever.”
Naik's  son,
Nagesh, took to
social media to
decry the arrest,
questioningitsrelevanceto
the purported charges le-
velled against hisfather. He
posted, “My father @Mum-
baichaDlon has been arres-

for a pI‘DJE(‘t ['m currently
busy in a meeting at the mo-
ment with limited access.
Let me know if the transac-
tion can be processed on my
behalf immediately so 1 can
give further details of the ac-
count, prospects are waiting
toreceive itnow. I'll reimbur-
se vou before the end of the
day. Thanks (sic),” one of the
messages read.

According to police, the
three receivers didn't make
any payment. They called
the DC’s office and found
that some cybercrook was at-
tempting to trick them. Shi-
vashankar, upon learning
about his name and phaoto be-
ing misused, instructed his
assistant to file a police
complaint. Police have regis-
tered a case under IPC Sec-
tions 511 (attempt to commit
offences) and 419 (cheating
by personation), and a few
sectionsof the IT Act.

Ziplining nurse
killed after
cable snaps

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 35-vear-old
staff nurse ziplining at a re-
sort in Bettahalli village ne-
ar Harohalli of Kanakapu-
ra taluk, Ramanagara dis-
trict, was Kkilled after the
cable snapped on Sunday
morning, sending her hurt-
lingtothe ground.

Ranjita N, aresidentof At-
tibele and emploved in a pri-
vate hospital, had gone to the
Jungle Trialz resort with 18
colleagues, Harohalli police
said. “After breakfast, Ranji-
ta and the others started par-
ticipating in different activi-
ties. Around 11.30am. Ranjita
decided to try her hand at zi-
plining on a 100-metre-long
inclined cable. Midway thro-

Details about such East | Thimappa (9380090027)
trees can be sent . West | Shivaram (9449659252)
via WhatsApp :'_Q_}Suuth Harish HR (9480685039)
with a photograph '~ Dasarahalli | Chandrappa
(9164042566)

fnr veriﬁcahml

¢ Bommanahalli | Narendra Babu/
Mahesh GR (9580685399, 9480685539)

Yelahanka | Chandrappa/ Muthuraaju
(9164042566/ 9483139438)
yome=— RR Nagar | 5R Krishna/ Jagadish
W ke (7760553545/ 9880516322)
W*F Mahadevapura | Pushpa M/ Sudharsha
SRMETE (3147276414/ 9480685541)

Act. Police said the suspect
claimed to be a professor;

A special police team re-
ached the suspect’s resi-
dence in Goa on Saturday
and detained him for ques-
tioning. After bringing him
to Bengaluru, they announ-
ced hisarrest and produced
him before a judge at the
National Games Village,
Koramangala. The judge
remanded him in police
custody for two days.

Condemning the arrest,

ted by @DgpKarnataka
@ CPBlr @BlrCitvPolice. A
mail was sent by Twitter(X)
and suddenly in the eve-
ning the police showed up :
at the doorstep and took :
away my father! FIR istotal- :
ly NOT pertinent! #Relea-
seBhikulMhatre.”

Bangalore South MP Te-
jasvi Surva posted, “This is
a blatant abuse of power by
Karnataka Congress govt.
We will fight this, both insi-
de the courts and outside.”

ugh, the cable gave away and
she fell and hit the ground.
With serious head injuries,
Ranjita was shifted to a near-
by private hospital where she
died,"” a police source said.
Ranjita is survived by her
husband and two children.
Police have booked a case
under Section 304 {culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder) of the Indian Penal
Code against the resort ma-
nagement, and also arrested
manager Putamadu.

Bescom engineer masquerades as policeman, nabbed

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 54-year-old as-
sistant engineer (AE) from
Bescom has been arrested by
Peenya police for pretending
to be a police officer and car-
ryvinga walkie-talkie.

The suspect, Gangadhar,
is a resident of north Benga-
luru. According to police,
constable Sanjeev Maruthi
(Gatanatti, attached to Peenva
police station, received a tip-
off that a person was using a

police sticker on his private
car. Gatanatti alerted his se-
and pursued

nior officer
Gangadhar.

He spotted Gangadhar at
HMT Lavout, off Peenya, on
May 14. Gangadhar owns a Re-
nault Kwid and had placed a
‘vigilance police’ board on his
car. Gangadhar wasalsousing
mobile number 9448080151,
which, whensearched on Tru-
ecaller, displayved his name as
Inspector Peenva. Additional-
Iy, he had a fake ID card from

the police department’s Cri-
minal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID). According to poli-
ce, Gangadhar had faked his
identity to cheat people, but
they are vet to ascertain his
exact intentions and how he
was cheating people.

A senior police officer sta-
ted that Gangadhar claimed
the walkie-talkie was 1ssued
to him by Bescom many vears
ago. It had been taken back
from other emplovees, but he
had not returned it. The case

has been handed over to the
Central Crime Branch (CCB).
He was produced in court on
Friday and taken into police
custody for further probe,
When Peenva police inter-
rogated him, he did not reveal
anything, prompting the
transferof thecaseto CCE, sa-
id a senior officer. It was le-
arnt that Gangadhar has been
faking his identity for years,
and most people in and aro-
und Peenva and Jalahalli beli-
eved he was a police officer.

oA A FELITICIAN YES
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Two children rescued from alcoholic father

Times News NETWORK

Ramanagara: Police and
child welfare committee
(CWC) members rescued a
10-vear-old girl and a seven-
vear-old boy who were alle-
gedly being tortured by their
alcoholic father in Kudur of
Magadi taluk.

Police and the CWC mem-
bers were shocked to see
burn marks on the two child-
ren, who said their father
had caused them.

Their mother had died a
few years ago and the father
was reluctant to take care of
them, neighbours told poli-
ce. The children’s paternal
crandmother took care of
them, but she was helplessin
stopping her son from be-
ating and tormenting the
Kids, police said.

“A few days back, the fat-
her branded the son and the
daughter and poured hot wa-
ter on them. Unable to bear
the pain, thechildrenstarted

crving and the neighbours
rushed in. The father abused
them, saying it was his fami-
ly matter and they should
not intervene, However, the
neighbours took the child-
ren to their home and aler-
ted policeand thechildren’s
helpline,” an investigating
officer said.

“The man (accused) is an
alcoholic and thinks that the
two children are a financial
burden on him,” the police
officer added.

Schoolchildren explore the
many wonders of science

illennium World
M School recently or-
ganised a Science

Day event called “Millennials
Eureka 2024-Where Ideas
Spark!’. The event was held to
commemaorate
National Sci-
ence Day, cele-
brated on Feb
28. School direc-
tors Santoshi
Singh, Mahek
Shah and Sanjay Reddy, and
principal CG Shanthi were
present on the occasion.
The event was an exciting

WHERE IDEAS ARE BORN

opportunity for students
from classes 1 to 8 to show-
case their scientific knowl-
edge and creativity through
various experiments and
working models. The stu-
dents designed and piloted

drones, simulated Chan-
drayaan launch, and created
models using recycled mate-
rials to promote sustainabil-
ity The event was a resound-
ing success, with students
demonstrating their scien-
tific curiosity and innova-
tion. The celebration empha-
sised the importance of
hands-on learning in nurtur-
ng scientific talent and fos-
tering innovation among
students. It was a testament
to the school’s commitment
to providing adynamic learn-
ing environment.

‘Save environment’ initiative

“)EAS (Programme for Environmental Aware-
l ness in Schools), held at Acts Secondary
School, was a dream project of the founder. All
the monthly activities culminated in presentations
by students and a rally. The presentations were a
part of PEAS School Challenge, where learners
were put into groups and encouraged to look around
them and think about what they could change.
Being a group task, they were required to col-
laborate, creatively find and decide solutions to a
problem. Once this was done, the group had to make

B At the end of

MARCHING FOR A CAUSE

Recognising the ‘best
Ianguage teacher'

a plan and put
it into action.

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

this three-
month project, I
the learners
presented their

work. The pres-
entations were

very impressive and it was evident the learners had
actually worked towards change by interviewing
people in their community, raising awareness
drives, and writing letters to the govt.

The learners and teachers then went on a rally;
walking along the main Hosur Road and turning
into the busy market area of Hosa Road.

icha Srivastava, a teacher at
Delhi Public School-East, was
mgmsed for her efforts and
honoured with the *best language
teacher of the yvear’ award for 2024 by
Kiteskraft productions, Her unwaver-
ing commitment, relentless pursuit of
excellence, and invaluable contribu-
tions to the teaching-learning dynam-
ic stand as a testament to her excep-
tional dedication. The management,
principal, and staff extended their
heartfelt congratulations to her.

Team loyalty should
come with respect
for fellow humans

Anet Ellois

( “hennai Super Kings losing wasn’t
s the only low point of Saturday
night. Whatunfolded at M Chinnaswa-
my Stadium and on the streets of
Bengaluru left us traumatised.

Inside the stadium, people were
using slogans that involved bad words
and homophobic slurs (like calling
CSK fans ‘csgays’) and I had to correct
the gang that ‘gay’ wasn't a bad word.
That said, there were also fans who
clapped and appreciated the game.

My nightmare started outside the
stadium. People were on bikes riding
triples, enjoving and teasing us. And
no, I'm not complaining about it be-
cause every fanbase does that. ButI'm
also not normalizing it. I just put my
headdownasldidn't wanttogivethem
the attention they wanted, but somet-
hingdidn't feel right when people star-
ted gesturing in an insulting way to go
home, screaming into our ears, and
trying to make us uncomfortable.

[t started getting serious when a
guy almost came to attack us. He came
extremely closetomewith hischestup
and I had to move back. Thankfully, 1
was accompanied by my partner, who
tried to protect me. Two or three peo-
ple had to drag away that fan. Many
whowitnessed this incident were seen
making videos and laughing.

We walked towards our bike and
there was a man in an inebriated con-
dition who tried to abuse us. When 1
picked up my phone to record him, he
gave usa stare and went back.

Lovalty to yvourteam isfine, butloy-
alty along with respect for fellow hu-
mans would have saved us from a trau-
matic experience of Saturday night.

(As told to Manuja Veerappa. Anet
Ellois is a Bengaluru-based professio-
nal and CKS fan who was present at

Chinnaswamy stadium on Saturday)

The morning after: Ploggers collect
350kg waste from around stadium

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: When ploggers went
around M Chinnaswamy Stadium
Sunday morning to clear the trail of
waste left behind by Saturday night’s
Indian Premier League match, they
had their hands full: 350kg of waste
was mopped up inaspace of two hours!

POST RCB-CSK MATCH

This was the second highest amo-
unt of trash collected from a playgro-
und, after the 550kg picked up by 60
volunteers from Shalini Ground af
ter a political event in Oct 2023.

Shravya MN, asecond-yvear BCom
student, put away the sixth bagful of
trash she had picked up from around
Chinnaswamy Stadium. This was
her first postevent plog, and one
with 16 ploggersfrom different walks
of life. Four pourakarmikas and two
BBMP marshals also participated.

“Every 20 minutes, a 5kg bag wo-
uld getfilledand 'demptyitinonelo-

'I'HE BI.EAH -up EHE"H

cation and come back to clean the
street again. This happened for two
hours,” shesaid. What's most surpri-
singto herishow people have become
less responsible. “When [ started
plogging, I started becoming more
aware about properly disposing of
waste. But I just couldn’t fathom why
people would just throw things on the
road. I didn’t see many dusthins aro-

und. Evenso, we're taught to keepour
waste in separate bags till we see a
bin. But that too wasn't done.”

G Nagaraj, popularly known as
Plograj and founder of Indian Plog-
gers Army, said the most visible
trash heaps were near the stadium’s
entry gates. Ploggers picked up seve-
ral plastic bottles, ice cream covers,
filled matchboxes and lighters, food
boxes, banners and flags. "One of the
most difficult waste items to pick up

ras the thin film plastic cover — abo-
ut 2,000 of them thatfilled around six
bags werestuck to the ground becau-
se of the rain. These were covers for
the jerseys that fans wore. It seems
plastic bottles, although not allowed
inside the stadium, made their way
till the gates,” Plograj said.

Vidhva Prasad, amember of Run-
ners High and one of the organisers
of the zero-waste running event
‘Anandayana’ in the city, said, “Wea
ringagreenjersey for amatch andex-
changing a sapling doesn’t create im-
pact. You have to walk the talk."”

Cops were outnumbered & couldn’t do much: Witness

» Continued from page 1

\_.-' indhya Rao, a marketing profes-
sional, said, “Things looked fine
when we exited the stadinum. But
what followed was scary. I was wear-
ing a CSK jersey and I was almost
manhandled by drunken men on
Cubbon Road. The policemen were
clearly outnumbered and couldn’'t do
much. We managed to reach the Cub-
bon Park police station and stood
near the compound for an hour...”
Police had to frequently resort to
lathicharge to control the crowd,

which hung around the stadium to
catch a glimpse of the RCB bus exit-
ing, It didn't help it was closing time
for watering holes as inebriated RCH
fans spilled onto the streets. Perched
on car bonnets and rooftops, revel-
lers raced through the city even as
many fans scurried to safety,
Harshvardhan, who was stopped
on Brigade Road, said, “The traffic
was moving slowly Just as we ap-
proached the Brigade Road-Church
Street junction, a mob of around 10
men stopped our car, got on to the
bonnet and insisted that we join

their ‘Ee Sala Cup Namde’ chants.”

In Kattigenahalli, Yelahanka, it
was reported that police barricades
were damaged. Unmindful of senior
citizens, fireworks went off for more
than an hour across the city even as
people lit bonfires with CSK flags on
roads and danced around it. The hoo-
liganism spilled on to social media as
well as the so-called RCB fans trolled
users whocalled out the unruly beha-
viour, RCB fans had a lot to cheer for
on Saturday, but some chose to use
the oceasion to tarnish the image of
the team’s fandom and the city,




In rememborance
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Whatever action a great man performs, common men follow.
And whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues.

- The Bhagavad Gita 3.21

Padma Bhushan Shri Narayanan Vaghul
August 4, 1936 - May 18, 2024

Former Chairman, ICICI| Bank

A dharma yogi, institution builder, guru, visionary, author, philanthropist,
and doyen of Indian industry.

A legendary banker who transformed ICIC| from a development bank to
a universal banking group covering commercial banking, insurance, investment banking,
mutual funds, and more.

A visionary leader who was instrumental in setting up many pioneering financial institutions.

A guru who mentored generations of leaders across banks, corporates
and educational institutions.

We, the ICICI family, will forever remain grateful to you, Sir.

11CICI Bank
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Fire in plane forces
emergency landing

179 Flyers
Stranded For
Nearly 13 Hrs

Joy Sengupta & Nithya
Mandyam | T

Pune/Bengaluru; An engi-
ne of an Air India Express
planeflying from Pune to Ko-
chicaught fire around 10 mi-
nutes after it took off from
Bengaluru following a sche-
duled stopover late Saturday
evening, forcing a return
and emergency evacuation
of its 179 fliers, who were
then stranded for nearly 13
hours. The flight, IX-1132,
had six crew members.

This was Air India's se-
cond fire scare within days.
On May 17, one of its Benga-
laru-bound planes had re-
turned to Delhi after a fire
warning from its auxiliary
power unit.

Speaking about Saturda-
v's event, an Al Express spo-
kesperson told TOI, “The
crew accomplished evacua-
tion with no injuries to any
guests. A thorough investi-
gation with the regulator
shall be accomplished to es-
tablish the (fire) cause.”

A spokesperson for Bang-
alore International Airport
Ltd (BIAL) said, “A full-scale
emergency wasdeclared and
the fire promptly was exting-

The flight was coming from Pune to Kochi with a stopover at Bengaluru

uished upon landing.” Sour-
ces said that apart from the
airline’s investigation, the
Directorate-General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) would con-
duct a probe.,

“We took off (from Beng-
aluru) at 10.50pm. Around
11pm, we noticed fire in the
engine from the windows.
The flight then turned back
and landed in Bengaluru at
11.15pm,” said Pivano Tho-
mas, a passenger, adding
they had take-off from Pune
at 8.20pm instead of 7.40pm.

Her husband Jose saidaf-
ter the aircraft stopped, the
cabin crew also opened the
emergency exits, “Evacua-
tion slides were deployed.
We were asked to exit imme-
diately and run towards the
field near the runway. It was
a scary situation, and our
hand baggage was left back
in the plane. As we ran, fire
tenders and airport officials
rushed towards the aircraft.
We were in the field for aro-
und 15 minutes before being

taken to the terminal in a
bus. The ground and cabin
crew did a commendable
job,” he said.

However, problems for
the rattled fliers continued.
“For a long time, there was
no information on onward
journey, We sat in crammed
chairs waiting for some
news. Around 5am, we got
our luggage back,” Jose said.

Accordingto.Jose,airline
officials initially assured
them of analternative flight.
“Later. they backed out, say-
ing there would not be any
flight. This angered fliers
and a major argument star-
ted. Security had to interve-
ne. Finally, the airline agre-
ed and issued us fresh boar-
ding passes.”

But of 179 fliers, 122 were
given boarding passes initial-
ly. The fliers stood in solidari-
ty and the airline finally gave
the remaining fliers passes.
“Theflight took off at11.20am
and landed in Kochi at
12.10pm on Sunday,” he said.

Constable caught ~ State’s amendment

taking 75k bribe

TimEes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A head constable
caught red-handed Saturday by Lokay-

runs afoul of Wildlife

Protection Act: Centre

wWas

ukta police, accepting a bribe of Rs 5,000

from an individual to release him on bail

ina property dispute case.

Gowda

» Continued from page 1

the amendment

he Centre has said
‘ brought by the state govt to Wildlife (Pro-

Ningaraje
was posted at Byvadara-
halli police station in
west Bengaluru. The
anti-corruption police
have launched a man-
hunt for 8I Shivaraj of
the same station, who

tection) Act of 1972 runs afoul of the vervy
Act itself under Section 42A.

“As per Section 42A, surrender of such arti-
cles is allowed only by persons having certifi-
cate of ownership. Further, the rules notified
by zovt of Karnataka appear to find illegality
only in those cases where the animal article

Bank guard on the run after
stealing colleague’s shotgun

Chaithanya.Swamy@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: An armed security guard
deploved at a bank has been on the run
after allegedly stealing his colleague’s

shotgun recently:

Binod Kumar, in his 40s and his col-

=) allegedly demanded REs
50.000. According to Lokavukta police,
Shivaraj was investigating officer in the
case, wherean individual wasarrested on
charges of attacking opponents in a pro-
perty dispute. Shivaraj and Gowda had
demanded Rs 50,000 and Rs 5,000 respecti-
vely to release him on station bail. Howe-
ver, the family filed a complaint with Lo-
kayukta police. Acting on the complaint,
atrap waslaid and the officials raided po-
lice station Saturday evening when Gow-
da was allegedly accepting Rs 5.000.

7:30 pm on May 9with a backpack. “Isu-
spect he kept the gun in his backpack.
When we tried to reach him, we found
both his mobile phone numbers were
switched oft,” Sharma said.

Onthatday, Kumar left a message for
one of his seniors in the agency stating

was not sourced from hunting, However, as per
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, the act of posses-
sion without an ownership certificate (not hav-
ing made a declaration) itself is an offence for
Schedule Ispecies,” read the letter:

With the maximum number of wildlife arti-
cles, without ownershipcertificate, being seized
from Bengaluru, the state govt will have to de-
cide on how to go about those which have been
surrendered. “The Centre, under a new govt, is
likely to bring in a uniform law for the purpose
of seizing all wildlife articles. Govt is vet to de-
cide whethertodestroyorpreservesucharticles
for display,” sald a forest department officer.

Liquid nitrogen paan leaves girl with hole in stomach

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A seemingly fun
experience with ligquid nitro-
gen paan turned into a night-
mare for a 12-yvear-old girl,
Ananya (name changed), and
her family when the child de-
veloped stomach discomfort
in the end of April. Rushed to
the hospital, she was diagno-
sed with perforation perito-
nitis or in simple terms, a ho-
le in her stomach.

“I just wanted to try smo-
ky paan because it looked in-
teresting, and evervone was
trying it. No one else got hurt

or felt any pain, but the dis-
comfort 1 experienced was
terrifying,” recalls Ananya.

At Narayana Multispecia-
lity Hospital in HSR Layout,
the examining doctors deter-
mined that surgery was ne-
cessary to prevent further
complications.

Ananva underwent an ex-
ploratory laparotomy with
intra-op OGDscopy and slee-
ve gastrectomy. “It is a proce-
dure where an endoscope, a
flexible tube equipped with a
camera and light is used du-
ringsurgery toexamine esop-
hagus, stomach, and duode-

How chemical can affect your body

Liquid nitrogen, with a liguid-to-gas expansion ratio of 1:694 at 20
Celsius, poses significant health risks. The rapid vapourisation
of liquid nitrogeninan enclosed space generates immense force.
This volatile chemical can damage skin and present severe
health hazards to chefs or other food handlers. Inhaling the
vapours can lead to breathing difficulties.

Source: Narayana Health

num, the first part of the
small intestine.” explained
Dr Vijay HS, operating surge-
on (surgical gastroenterolo-
gv), who led the surgical te-
am. Subsequently, a portion

of stomach, measuring about
4x5cm on the lesser curvatu-
re, was removed. The inci-
dent has alarmed medical
practitioners. “As the popula-
rity of liguidnitrogen in culi-

nary circles continues fto
grow, it’s crucial for one toex-
ercise caution and prioritise
safety. Vigilance and increa-
sed awareness are essential
to avoid potentially devasta-
ting consequences,” said Dr
Vijay. He cited another ex-
ampleof acaseof 2017, where
a person in Gurugram fell i1l
after drinking a cocktail infu-
sed with liguid nitrogen.

“We must take these isola-
ted incidents seriously befo-
re they become a pattern,” sa-
id the surgeon.

Ananva was discharged
from the hospital recently.

Cabbie rides with

fiancee on lap, held
p ,4" |

Owners of 3.0L properties
owe 7llcr tax, says BBMP |

ZONE-WISE DETAILS OF TAX DEFAULTERS

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru:; With owners of

and shopping malls.

Bommanahalli accounts
for the highest numer of de-
faulters: 57,043 properties
owing Rs 95 crore. “We send
SMS daily and make IVR-ba-
sed calls to defaulters. But
they are not paying their tax
arrears. We will start a speci-
al recovery drive as per law
soon,’” sald Munish Moudgil,
special commissioner,
BEBMP (revenue).

Property tax is a crucial
revenue source for BEME It
relies heavily on property
tax collections to fund essen-
tial eivie services, infrast-
ructure projects, and urban
development initiatives. De-
gpite its efforts to enforce
compliance, including issu-

ing notices, sealing properti-
es, confiscating immovable
property, and even freezing
bank accounts, many pro-
perty ownersremain indiffe-
rent to their tax obligations.
“Whenever we send noti-
ces to the defaulters, they
bring a stay from courts, ty-
ing our hands. What is the
point of having a revenue
cell that cannot function op-
timally due to the stays? We
have even introduced a sett-
lement scheme, hoping ma-
ny might payup,” he added.
He said the scheme offers
a 5% discount on payments
made within an extended pe-
riod. Yet, compliance rema-
ins disappointingly low,
with many property owners

: over 3.6 lakh properties |Bommanahalli

:  owingmorethan RsTllcrore | Dasarahalli 17,223

¢ in taxes, BBMP is facing a | East 49,385

. significant challenge in re- | Mahadevapura 76,132

. covering the arrears from |RajarajeshwariNagar | 55,073 i
! defaulters, especially presti- | South 33,742 =
i glousinstitutions, hotels,de- | West 35,084 -
‘ velopers, educational insti- | Yelahanka 38,188 g
: tutions, charitable trusts, Total 3,63.870 7

unwilling to settle dues.

Those ignoring notices
are 1ssued form 13, initiating
the process of recording
BBMP’'s claim in the records
of deputy registrar’s office.
This legal step is intended to
create a lien on the property,
making it difficult for ow-
ners to sell or transfer their
properties without clearing
the outstanding taxes.

“We have even publicly
released the list of top de-
faulters. By naming and sha-
ming them, BBMP hopes to
pressurise them into payving
their dues. Though, this app-
roach has had limited suc-
cess in the past, we need fo
gee if it will be more effective
now,” Moudgil added.

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 2l-yvear-old
cabbie was arrested on Sun-
day for riding his motorbike
on Kempegowda Internatio-
nal Airport (KLA)expressway
with his fiancée on his lap.
Both were not wearing hel-
mets. The duo was celebra-
ting their engagement, the
cabbie told cops.

The accused is Silambare-
san V, a resident of MV Lavo-
ut in Shampura.

On May 17 night, people
travelling 1n a car on KIA ex-
pressway recorded Silamba-
resan riding bike with his fi-
ancee on his lap and both not
wearing helmets, The car ow-
ner then posted the video on
social media, tagging city
traffic police.

Acting suo motu, city traf-
fic police booked a case under
IPC section 279 (rash and neg-
ligent driving) and other sec-
tions of Indian Motor Vehicle
Act before arresting Silamba-
resan and seizing his motor-
bike. In addition, Silambare-
san had to shell out Rs 1,000 fi-
neforridingwithout helmets.
Silambaresan was released
later on station bail.

CELEBRATION GONE AWRY

“The accused was riding
inthecity'sdirection from Ye-
lahanka and the video did not
clearly show the number pla-
te of the motorbike. However,
gcanning CCTV footages
fromother pointsof theeleva-
ted expressway helped us tra-
ce the bike and identify the
owner, Silambaresanregular-
lyv visits KIA and recently had
successfully proposed to the
girl, who works as an assi-
stant at an eatery at KIA, Af-
ter deciding to marry, Silam-
baresan took his fiancée to a
hotel in Kogilu for dinner on
May 17 night, when the inci-
dent happened,” an investiga-
ting officer said.

Work will not face financial issue as BBMP has access to 7180 crore; Official

p Continued from page 1

4+ said: "MCC has de-
A layed some work, but
we will soon start construc-
tion of these buildings. We
had got clearance of Rs 10
crore earlier and another Rs
16-17 crore has been ear-
marked for this project.”
The official added that re-
pairandreconstruction work
will not face any financial
constraint as Palike has ac-
cess to Rsl80croreunder Am-
rutha Nagarothana scheme.

\ senior BBMP official

He added 19 schools will be
part of the 34 where new
buildings will come up. Ason
date, estimations totalling
more than Rs 7.2 crore have
been made for seven build-
ings: Construction of schools
at Austin Town, Kodihalli, Si-
vanchetty Garden (including
library), Ulsoor. Vasanthna-
gar, Muthyvalanagar and Mo-
tinagar.

Of these, nearly Rs 2.3
crore will be spent on the
school in Austin Town, Rs 2.2
crore at Motinagar, while Rs
4] lakh will be spent for the

school and library at Sivan-
chetty Garden and the re-
maining on buildings at oth-
er locations.

The 19 schools are located
across zones. In East Zone,
Austin Town Kindergarten
and primary school students
have been moved to Austin
Town Boyvs High School
Building, while those from
CNS (Corporation Nursery
School) Kodihalli have been
moved to BEMP office build-
ing on HAL main road and

CNS Gundappa Park stu-

dents to Gautampura Kinder-

garten. Students from CNS
Pavappa Garden have been
shifted to Tasker Town Pri-
mary School Building and
those from CNS Central Ba-
zaar to Broadway Primary
School Building.

Those from CNS Ulsoor
will be shifted to Murphy
Town Building. Students
from CNS Sivanchetty Gar-
den are being shifted to a
BBMP training centre facili-
ty, while CNS Ashoka Nagar
students will go to a BEMP
public gym. In West Zone, stu-
dents from CNS Muthyalana-

gar are proposed to be shifted
to the BEMP ward office or a
community hall. Those from
CNS Biradevaragudi are to
be shifted to “GLPS” build-
ingin Cottonpet, while those
from CNS Kalasipalya will
be shifted to the “GUPS”
building. Students from
CNS Motinagar may shift to
Motinagar Muslim Educa-
tion Society (BBMP build-
ing)and thosefrom CNS Val-
mikinagar will be shifted to
BBEMP high school building
in Kasturbanagar.

—Tvisha Sinha
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league, Shriram Sharma, both

that he was going to Bihar to be

from Bihar, worked with a pri-
vate security agency and were
deploved at HDFC Bank's
branch on Richmond Road.

Based on Sharma's compla-
int, Ashok Nagar police regis-
tered a case under IPC section
380 (theft in dwelling house) on
May 15 and launched a manhunt for Ku-
mar: Sharma told police that he repor-
ted toduty around 8:45amon May13and
found his double-barrel breech-loading
(DBBL) gun stolen from the gun box. “I
had kept my gun in the box and locked it
around 5:30 pm on May 9 after my wor-
King hours and had given the room key
to the reception. The bank had holidays
from May 10to May12. Icame back todu-
tv on May 13 and found the gun mis-
sing,” he told TOL.

Sharma alerted his agency and the
bank's senior officials. CCTV footage
showed Kumar leaving the bank after

Court: Man was subjected
to mental cruelty by wife

K

and claimed it was licensed. Sharma

which he used for work. “I bought the

as the prices have gone up,” he said.

ed to work in the bank for the last eight

kingtherefor a year. Only after catching

with his seriously ill father. The
bank staff tried to reach him un-
til May 13and then filed acompla-
int. According to Sharma, only
he and Kumar had access to the
room where their guns were

Shri. V.
Retd Voitas Lid. 20405-2022
Salfiess soul are always loving &
kind, Such are memories you
leave behind, You fell aslesp
without goodbye, But memories
of you will never die.

S.SRINIVASAN

kept. Kumar had a single-barrel
breech-loading (SBEL) shotgun

Deeply mournad by:
Wife, Son, Daughters, Daughters-n-4aw,
Grand Children & Greal 'Grand Childran
W 5 Sndbar 97414527 T

PLEASE CONTACT
Ebenezer
00864 82211

has an all-India permit for his gun,

oun in Nagaland 21 vears ago by paying

REMEMBRANCES

ORLOGONTO

Rs 25,000, citing safety reasons. Now, it is
not so easy to get a licence or buy a gun

An officer said, “Kumar was deploy-
months while Sharma has been wor-

Kumar will we know more details.”

Police are also looking into whether
there was any negligence on the securi-
tv agency’s part.

p Contd from page 1

the police filing a
‘B’ report. Thereaf-
ter; the wife alleged the
husband had an illicit re-
lationship with a col-

r l*'fhe same ended with

evident) the allegation
(of an illicit relationship
— a serious charge)
against the husband is
not established. The ap-
pellant has stated the
wife visits his workplace
and insults him in front

league. The husband,

of colleagues. This evi-
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who had earlier filedadi- The husband argued the dence is not disputed in
vorce petition and with- familvcourthadfailedto cross-examination. This
drew it on the advice of consider the cruelty being the position, the

friends and relatives in
2018, filed a fresh petition
in 2019, after the wife
made these allegations.
On Jan 22, 2021, the
family court rejected the
petition filed by the hus-
band, holding he has
failed to prove the allega-
tion of cruelty and added

R EEEEEEEEEELLELEEE—————___—_—_—_—__—_—_“_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—“—_—_—_—_—_——_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—__—__—_—___——_———_—

against him in form of
his wife's baseless allega-
tions of illicit relation-
ship. The HC's division
bench pointed out it isap-
parent that the couple
had mutually agreed to
the issue on the boy's cus-
tody and maintenance.
“From the evidence, (it is

claim of the appellant
that he is subjected to
mental cruelty on ac-
count of the false allega-
tionof illicit relationship
against him is establish-
ed. This aspect of the
matter is overlooked by
the family court,” the di-
vision bench noted.
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Now, cross-voting threat looms large IS
over MLC election from assembly

BV.Shivashakar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Maharashira
chief minister Eknath Shin-
de's open claim that an opera-
tion will be launched to topp-
le the Congress govt in the
state post the Lok Sabha
polls, has triggered all sorts
of speculation and challeng-
es for the three major parties
ahead of legislative council
elections next month.

Aware of the opposition’s
plan, Congress brass has re-
portedly prepared a counter,
and the MLC polls from the
legislative assembly — lik-
ely in mid-June — could test
both the stability of the govt
and the strength of the oppo-
sition, With the electorate
being MLAs, the likelihood
of cross voting is a clear and
present danger, and all three
parties face the challenge of
keeping their flock together.

“The BJE-JD(S) alliance
has threatened to unleash
Operation Lotus,” said MB
Patil, industries minister,
“But theywill not succeedas
the unity of the alliance it-
self isin doldrums with ma-
ny of their legislators wil-
ling to join Congress.”

Patil recently said more
than 20 of BJP’s 66 MLAs and
130f thel9JD(S)MLAs arere-
ady to switch to the gover-

day visited the family of Anjali Ambiger who was murdered recently
at Veerapur Oni in Hubballi by a youth for rejecting his proposal

irallegiance to Congress.

“We don't want to precipi-
tate defections,” said Patil.
“But if BJP triestopoach even
one MLA from Congress,
then more than 33 MLAs
from BJP-JIXS) combine
will join our party Itisup to
our high command to decide
whether to use the support
of these MLAstoensurevic-
tory of ourcandidates inthe
MLC polls.”

likely to be announced this
week. Each candidate requi-
res 20 votes to win. Congress,
with 138 MLAs in the 224-mem-
ber assembly, iscertainof win-
ning seven seats, BJP and JD
(S)may win three and one seat
respectively.

But dissent and the pro-
spect of poaching could up-
set these calculations. Forin-
stance, Dalit legislators in
Congress, led by PWD mini-

Home department hijacked
by powerful persons: Ashoka

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: R Ashoka, lea-
der of the opposition in the
assembly, on Sunday clai-
med home minister G Para-
meswara “is not in control
of his department” as it has
been “hijacked”, He was re-
ferring to the ongoing inves-
tigation into the sex scandal
allegedly involving Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna.
Following a meeting
with former Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda — who tur-
ned 91 on Saturday — at his
residence in Bengaluru, As-
hokasaiddeputy chief mini-
ster DK Shivakumar was
pulling strings behind the
scenes in the pen drive case,
He pointed to an audio clip
purportedly between Shiva-
kumar and BJP functionary
G Devarajegowda, now in
SIT custody, asevidence,
“Devarajegowda relea-
sed an audio clip in which he
is heard implicating Shiva-
kumar. There is clear evi-
dence of Shivakumar's in-
volvement in the pen drive

R Ashoka meets Deve Gowda

case,” Ashokasaid. “The ho-
me minister cannot fune-
tion independently since
highly placed persons like
deputy chief ministers are
involved. This is the reason
why wearedemandinga CBI
probe into the case,” said As-
hoka.

Asforthe MLC pollsfrom
teachers and graduates
constituenciesonJune3, As-
hoka said he convinced BJP
rebel candidates to with-
draw and exuded confidence
that his party would win all
three seats.
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Devarajegowda brought to B'luru for grilling

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A local court in
Hassan on Saturday extended
the police custody of advocate
and BJP member G Devaraje-
gowda by two more days.

The special investigation
team (SIT) probing the slea-
ze and sexual abuse videos
allegedly involving Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna had on
Thursday arrested Devera-
je Gowda and produced befo-
re the court on Friday
which handed him to one-
day custody of SIT. Againon
Saturday, SIT produced him
before the court, requesting
for four more days of custo-

Devarajegowda has been
arrested in connection with
a complaint filed by a JI}S)-
BJP worker over distribu-
tion of pen drives contai-
ning the videos on the eve of
Hassan Lok Sabha poll on
April 26.

Officials on Sunday mor-
ning brought him to the he-
adquarters of Criminal In-
vestigation Department

PEN DRIVE CASE

(CID)on Palace Road here.
“He was taken into custo-
dy for questioning on the so-
urceof the pendrive and how
the videos got leaked and

member of Revanna (Hole-
narasipura MLA from JIXS)
and Prajwal’s father). Deva-
raje Gowdaseems to have mo-
re information on these vide-
0s,” asenior officer said.

Adcocate’s claims

are false: Ex-MP

Bengaluru: Former MP LR
Shivarame Gowda soughtto
distance himself from BJP's
G Devarajegowda’s claim
that Congress state
president DK Shivakumar
had offered him Rs 100 crore
to malign JD(S)and BJP
functionaries by releasing
the sex pendrive case.

ning party Already, two se-
nior BJP MLAs, Shivaram
Hebbar and ST Somashek-
har, have all but declared the-

Eleven
through the assembly are
due to retire on June 17 and
elections to these seats are

MLCs elected

ster Satish Jarkiholi and ho-
me minister G Parameshwa-
ra, have been holding not-so-
secret meetings. Theyaresaid

to be unhappy since their
contributions to the party's
win in last vear's assembly
polls have not been adequa-

tely “rewarded”. CM Siddarama-
iah and his deputy DK Shivaku-
mar are likely to meet party
MLAs oassuage hurt feelings.

who was behind it. Several
months ago, he had announ-
ced in a press meet that he
has sex videos of a family

dy. However, the courtexten-
ded it by two more days, di-
recting the SIT to produce
him before it on Monday.

Deverajegowda had said
Shivarame was the
intermediary init, ™

Parliamentary poll verdict will reflect
Congress govt’s one-year performance

Fila Phato

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state govt, led
by chief minister Siddaramaiah,
willmark itsfirst vear in officeon
Monday. To commemorate this
milestone, the administration
plans to release a comprehensive
list of its achievements.

However, the ultimate test of
the Congress govt's performance
will come on June 4, when the re-
sults of the Lok Sabha polls are
announced.

One of its most notable ac-
complishments over the last 12
months has been the implemen-
tation of five Key poll guarante-
es, collectively costing around
Rs 60,000 crore annually. These
welfare schemes, which include
free travel for women in state-
run buses, free electricity of up
to 200 units per household every
month, and monthly financial
assistanceof Rs2,000, have been
especially popular among wo-
nen.

Despite these welfare achie-
vements, the govt has faced criti-
cism on several fronts. Infrast-

Woman, who spent 3 days
with dead mom, dies

A mother and her daughter died within fo-
;_\ urdaysof each other, with the daughter, a
A diabetic with one of her legs amputated
three months ago, not being aware of her
mom'’s death in another part of their house in

Udupi district’s Kundapur town.

The twin tragedies occurred in Kundapur
taluk’'s Gopadi village. While mother Jayanthi
B Shetty, 61, is suspected to have died in the
bathroom of their house in the middle of last
week, her daughter Pragathi Shetty, who had
not eaten for three dayvs, passed awayv at a hospi-
tal on Saturday after she didn’t respond to ef-

forts torevive her.

Police said Pragathi, who wasn't married,
had been living with Jayanthi, also a diabetic.
It's suspected Jayanthi had a fall in the bathro-
om, and her death went unnoticed since the do-
orsof the house remained closed and noone ca-
me to their house those three days. The inci-
dent came to light on the night of May 16.

Whenapolice team led by police sub-inspec-
tor Vinayva K, who, while on night rounds, recei-
ved information and arrived at the scene, they
found Pragathialive, butinacritical condition.
They broke open the door to rescue her and rus-

hed herto the hospital.

As the team continued to search for the so-
urce of the stench, they found her mother’s bo-
dy in the bathroom. The presence of maggots
onJayanthi's body suggested she may have pas-
sed away at least three davs earlier.

A case has been registered at the Kundapur
Town police station, and investigations are go-
ing on about the cause of death.

Reviewing reports: DGP

p Continued from page 1

A DGP (law and order) R Hitendra said they
[\ were reviewing media reports and statis-
tics on law and order of comparable years.

He visited the residences of Neha Hiremath
and Anjali Ambiger and consoled with family
members. Police commissioner Renuka Suku-
mar, Dharwad SP Gopal Byakod and other offi-
cials reportedly attended the meeting.

Anjali's minor, who attempted suicide on
Saturdaynight. was admitted to K1MS Hospital
and discharged by Sunday evening,

The girl said she was shocked and shattered
by the murder of her sister, and “disappointed”
to know the alleged accused, Girish Savant
alias Vishwa, was getting treatment at a hospi-

tal and vet he spoke ill of Anjali.

ructure development has pro-
gressed slower than expected,
with major projects like the
Bengaluru suburban railway
still in the early stages. Additio-
nally, there have been concerns
over law and order following a
spate of murders involving yvo-
Ung women.

“It has been an eventful vear
overshadowed by the Lok Sabha
elections, They have implemen-
ted their guarantees and this
election will be a test of the pub-
lic response. They have ensured
party unity, though frictions be-
come visible from time to time.
They could have managed law
and order much better,” said
Sandeep Shastri, a psephologist,
summing up the govt's perfor-
Mance,

“Afteradecisivevictory inthe
2023 assembly elections, the
Congress govi has focused on
implementing its five guarantee
schemes to gain support for the
Lok Sabha elections. Their ef-
forts have been bolstered by the
party's victory in Telangana,
promoting the ‘Karnataka Mo-
del’ asanational strategy dubbed

AT THE HELM OF AFFAIRS

‘Panch Nyay (one lakh rupees for
each woman head).” Whether this
will convert into votes remainsto
be seen,” said political analvst
Prof Ravindra Reshme,
However, he noted that the fi-
nancial strain of these welfare
programmes isevident, affecting
transport corporations and elec-
tricity companies which arealre-
adv facing losses. The direct cash
transfers to BPL women and
unemploved youth have further
burdened the state’s finances.
“The Lok Sabha results will reve-
al if the public, especially wo-
men, support these free schemes

of govt, which appeartoberunby
hired strategists rather than sea-
soned politicians and admini-
strators,” Reshme added.

The public sentiment regar-
ding the govt's performance re-
mains mixed. Several women be-
neficiariesof the three guarante-
es targeted at women expressed
appreciation for the welfare sche-
mes. “The Gruha Lakshmi sche-
me has been a lifeline for my fa-
mily,” said Lakshmi Devi, a bene-
ficiary from Kalaburagi. “It has
given us financial stability and
the ability to plan for the future.”

Conversely, urban residents
have voiced frustration over in-
frastructural delays and safety
Issues, “The traffic situation In
Bengaluru is worsening, and we
need guicker solutions,” said Ra-
mesh Desai, a software engineer.

The second vear is expected to
be more challenging, with specu-
lation rife that there might be a
change of guard. Internal con-
flicts within Congress have alrea-
dv surfaced, with reports sugges-
ting that DCM DK Shivakumar
may take over from Siddaramai-
ah after the Lok Sabha polls.

Audio clip on Hassan
MP scandal goes viral

Mysuru/Hassan: A one-minute andioclip
of a conversation about the scandalous pen
drive incident in Hassan, allegedly involv-
ing MP Prajwal Revanna, has gone viral.
The clip, includes a discussion suppos-
edly between a former elected represen-
tive and an advocate about the incident, e J
and both ex-PM HD Devegowda and ex-CM ad A %
HD Kumaraswamy are ridiculed over the - 500 A
incident during the conversation. The au- 9 3
thenticity of the audioclip could not be in- T115%- |
dependently verified by TOIL ww =

Gang-rape suspects’ bail
applications rejected

A Haveri court rejected bail pleas of 17
{ VYaccused in Hangal gangrape case.
However, two other accused had filed bail
pleas in HC, but withdrew them voluntari-
ly. In the Haveri court, the public prosecu-
tor strongly objected to bail, expressing
concern that the accused may try to influ-
ence witnesses if they come out. T

e
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UNVEILING SURYADEV'S FESS0D CRS TMT BARS,
LAUNCHED TO CONQUER CORROSION

The revolutionary & innovative corrosion resistant Suryadev Fe550D CRS TMT bars

launched at Leela Palace Chennai.

T

Suryadev has launched its latest innovation,
theFe5500 CRS TMT bar, made from
high-quality iran ore and a blend of copper,
chromium, and nickel. The all new Fe5500
CRS shows excellent anti-corrosion
properties and offers unmatched protection
against natural elements.

At the grand event held at Chennai's opulent
Leela Palace, Suryadev TMT unveiled its
innovative product, the Suryadev Fe550D
CRS TMT bar, marking a significant
advancement in construction materials.
The event commenced with the opening
address by Mr. 5. Balachandran, Senior
General Manager of Sales and Marketing
followed by an insightful address to the
media by Mr. Mukesh Agarwal, Managing
Director. The revolutionary Suryadev
Feb500 CRS TMT bar was launched by
Mr. SRS. Krishnan, Executive Director,
Suryadev Alloys and Power. The event
concluded with the closing note from

Mr. Naman Agarwal, Vice President,
Business Development,

Corrosion is a significant issue in India owing
to the diverse climatic conditions across the
terrain. Elements like the salty sea air in
coastal cities to the harmful industrial
pallutants in inland regions pose a challenge,
severely affecting the steel used in

From L- R : Mr.S. Balachandran, Sr. GM-Sales & Marketing, Mr.Naman Agarwal, YP-Business
Development, Mr.Mukesh Agarwal, MD, Mr.SRS. Krishnan, ED, Mr.Yashpal Sharma, Sr.Manager.

construction. This nationwide concern costs
the Indian economy an estimated 3-4% of
its GDP annually. Advanced studied have
revealed that areas far from the coast are
affected by industrial pollutants, which can
accelerate corrosion and lead to a loss in
the structural integrity of buildings by 1-3%
annually.

The latest Suryadev Fe550D CRS TMT bar
from the house of Suryadev Alloys and
Power is a smart and innovative solution to
combat corrosion. These TMT bars exhibit
exceptional strength and ductility while also
showing significant resistance to moisture
and corrosion,

Founded in 2006, Suryadev Alloys and
Power is a prominent player in the Indian
steel industry, known for its commitment to
quality and innovation. The company
operates Tamil Nadu's largest TMT bar plant
with an annual capacity of 600,000 tonnes,
As an integrated primary steel producer,
Suryadev is equipped to meet the nation's
rising demand for steel with its diverse range
of intermediate and finished steel products.

For more information contact:
Mr.Hari Babu
Contact No: +91 93818 50028

Email: hanbabu@suryadev.in
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EREMONY DUE TO FEAR OF LOSING VOTE BANK: AMIT SHAH

The Self-Help Question

CITY CITY BANG BANG

SANTOSH DESAI

e+ There is something about
airports that brings out
a desire for self-improve-
ment, it would seem. A
large number of people
go around with freshly
bought self-help books
from the airport bookshop, determined
to make a dent in whatever defect they
believe they possess. Usually, they read a
few pages desultorily on the flight, before
succumbing to the charms of their iPad
or surrendering to beauty sleep. Airports
are not the only places where we are over-

come by this desire; bookshops across
the country are testament to our growing
fondness for the self-help genre as these
books have slowly squeezed out most oth-
er Kinds, not only from the bestseller list
but also from the shops themselves.

Given the popularity of these Kinds of
books, one would imagine that they hold
seven potent secrets of life that unleash a
new transformative self in 10 steps or 28
days. Surely they contain some dramatic,
radical perspectives that change the way
we see the world and ourselves.

A quick scan of the websites of
many prominent Indian motivational
gurus reveals nuggets like Follow Your
Heart. Come What May, Never Give Up.
Remember the Power of Concentra-
tion. Don’t Repent. Nothing Can Stop
the Power of a Great Idea. Believe in
Yourself. You are Your Worst Enempy
As you can see, all very original and
revelatory insights. These are usually
dressed up 1n tales of people who have
either succeeded because theyv acted
on such distilled words of wisdom or
failed because thev did not apparently
remember to ‘follow their hearts',

This begs the guestion. Can any-
thing be dumber than the kind of ad-
vice peddled by self-help gurus? Argu-
ably, self-help is nothing but superfood
for morons, a trace of obvious wisdom
mashed into mush, sweetened with the
milk of human kindness till it becomes
pap digestible for dribbling idiots. It
contains nothing but banality wrapped

in cliches, and states staggeringly obvi-
ous things over and over again, dressed
up by stories and anecdotes.

The ambassadors of this genre, the
motivational speakers, come in a few va-
rieties: people who have either succeeded
in one sphere and are now spreading the
zospel based on their experiences; peo-
ple who have overcome hardships and
embody the wisdom they speak about;
those who have struggled repeatedly with
failure before finally coming good; and of
course, there are charlatans with false de-
grees from obscure universities and grub-
by fingers looking to get rich quick.

Priests and spiritual leaders across
religions follow a similar template. In
most cases, the messages they impart are
rudimentary;, but their style is revelato-
ryv. Their narrative skill is what draws

Often, the need for self-help
prescriptions is a function
of time. At critical moments
of our lives, for instance,
when we lose a loved one,
we find that what comforts
us most is the cliched, but
heartfelt support expressed
by those close to us

millions to them to hear what is usually
nothing more than self-evident cliches.
With spiritual leaders, what helps is that
the aura of holiness gives them a pre-
sumptive right to ‘wisdom'. Anything
that comes out of their mouths is seen as
blessed by a touch of divinity

What drives this inexorable need to
hear the obvious and then to find it so
transformative? The need to arrogate
wisdom to an external agency and to sur-
render one’s good sense in order to feel a
momentary surge of renewed hope seems
to be a strong underlying need.

There has to be a reason why, world-
wide, so many people feel the need to lis-
ten to this kind of advice and pay good
money in order todo so. It cannot be thata
large chunk of humanity consists of peo-
ple who are dribbling idiots, although that

is an oddly satisfying idea that explains so
much. Trump, for instance.

As the world becomes a lonelier
place and as vardsticks for success be-
come ever more stringent and multiple,
there is enormous pressure on individ-
uals to find their way all by themselves.
Traditional institutions that served as
support systems, like the family, the
community, and organised religion, are
not as strong as they used to be. Besides,
the world is changing so rapidly that
they themselves do not have answers.

The need to look for outside support,
for someone above all, to accept us as
we are without judgement and give us
hope that we will be in a better place
tomorrow, 1s an idea that has a great
deal of resonance. The important thing
perhaps is not to ask how original or in-
tellectually satisfving the advice is, but
how much empathy it shows for the au-
dience it is addressed to, and what kind
of concrete hope it can hold out for the
possibility of change. People need to be-
lieve that they have some agency, that
their efforts can make a difference.

Al=o, there is a difference between
thought and action, between knowing
what is the right thing to do and being
able to actually do it. The self-help genre
aims to bridge this gap, by showing us
ways of making it happen.

Often, the need for self-help pre-
scriptions is a function of time. At crit-
ical moments of our lives, for instance,
when we lose a loved one, we find that
what comforts us most 1s the cliched,
but heartfelt support expressed by
those close to us. We don't look for bril-
liance in condolence messages; we look
for a sign that, at this moment, we are
not alone. At difficult times, the most
ordinary messages can have a pro-
foundly comforting effect.

To judge the success of this genre el-
ther by the outcomes it delivers or the
quality of the input it provides, would
then be a mistake. Its primary role is to
make us all feel legitimate and to give
us a path to believing in a better self or
an improved future. To be heard, to be
spoken to, and to be given hope is a spe-
cial thing, no matter if the package that
it comes in feels intellectually deficient.

santosh3ssaegmail.com
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TERROR ATTACKS IN J&K, ASKS PAKISTAN TO STOP TERRORISM i

Will financial capital beat voter
apathy & keep date with polls?
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Mumbai Will Seek To Boost Turnout, Which Crossed 50% Only Thrice Since 1991

Reeba.Zachariah
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Today, Mumbai's
corporate honchos will trade
their suits for sneakers as
queune up to vote. Reliance In-
dustries chairman Mukesh
Ambaniand Tata Sons chair-

man N Chandrasekaran will )

J.L S i

—

cast their wvotes at Villa
Theresa High School on Ped-

Poll officials carrying EVMs and other election-related material ahead of
duty on the eve of the 5th phase of LS elections, in Mumbai, on Sunday

dar Road, while Mahindra

Wrong implant inserted during hand surgery, allege Kerala youth’s kin

Kozhikode: Yet another alle-
gation of medical negligence
surfaced at Kozhikode medical
college after the relatives of a
vouth, who underwent sur-
geryon Saturday, alleged thata
wrong implant was inserted in
his dislocated joint. The Kothi

native had fractured his fore-
arm and dislocated a joint fol-
lowing a two-wheeler accident
on May 12. He was initially
ireated at the Beach Hospital
and later referred to Kozhi-
kode medical college and a sur-
gery was performed on him on

Saturday noon.

Medical collegeauthorities
strongly refuted the allegation
of using a wrong implant. “A
plate was fixed on the broken
forearm and a K-wire was in-
serted from outside to the dis-
located joint. The cut end of K-

wire was left protruding out-
side to prevent its migration
inside and it will be removed
after four weeks,” said Dr Ja-
cob Mathew, head of the ortho-
paedic department. Medical
college police registered a case
over the incident. Tnn

Group boss Anand Mahindra
will exercise his franchise at
Walsingham School in Mala-
bar Hill.

section 135 B of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act
mandates businesses and es-
tablishments inthe votingar-
ea declare a paid holiday on
voting dav. Essential servic-
es, including hospitals and
electricity providers, have
implemented flexible sched-
ules to ensure that both civic
duties and critical services
are maintained.

“To facilitate casting of
votes on Monday, functional

heads may allow employees
to either report late or leave
early up to a maximum dura-
tion of three hours if their
duty timings are between
Tam and 5pm,” read the me-
mo of anews media outlet.

At air conditioning and
commercial refrigeration ma-
jor Blue Star, “employees in
customer service and those at-
tending to emergency oper-
ations will be given compensa-
tory off,” said the company’s
MD B Thiagarajan.

In acity notoriousfor voter
apathy, authorities have been
going all out to boost the turn-

out and bring it closer to the
2019 Lok Sabha polls’ national
average of 67%. Mumbai's
overall voting percentage has
risen over 50% only three
times since 1991. In 2019 polls,
the six Lok Sabha constituen-
cies in Mumbai recorded a vot-
er turnout of 55%. However,
debates have emerged in cer-
tainquarters on whether pro-
vidingan election holiday re-
sults in higher voter turnout.

“Emplovees are vital for
success in any organisation
and for the nation. Enabling
them to vote without work
commitments can be a signif-

icant catalyst for increasing
voter turnout,” said Home-
sfv’'s head of people’s process
Neha Mishra.

However, the fact that elec-
tion day in Mumbai is on a
Monday, the first day of the
corporate week, may dampen
enthusiasm due to the pres-
sure of meeting various dead-
lines. Blackstone-backed Aad-
har Housing Finance MD
Rishi Anand said; “While vot-
ing is not obligatory, a day off
will definitely encourage vot-
ers to cast their ballot.” vote
but not force them to do so, “If
theyv do vote, it will help in de-
ciding who will be the people’s
representative to run the
country onour behalf.”

Meanwhile, on a lighter
note, the National Restaurant
Association of India’s Mum-
bai chapter is offering a “de-
mocracy discount” on Mon-
day and Tuesday, providing a
20% reduction on dine-in
bills to those who cast their
votes, An inked finger will be
mandatory to avail the offer.

Pune builder’s I7-yr-old son rams
Porsche into bike, 2 techies killed

Gitesh.Shelke
@timesgroup.com

Pune: Two young software en-
gineers died after a Porsche
Tavean, driven by the 17-yvear-
old son of aprominent builder,
hittheirmotorcycle near a pub
in the upscale neighbourhood
of Kalyaninagar in Pune
around 2.30am Sunday The
driver was detained and Juve-

. nile Justice Board (JJB) re-
: leased him later with condi-
+ tions. Police identified the de-
. ceased as Aneesh Awadhia, 24,
: and Ashwini Koshta, 24, both
: from Madhya Pradesh. They
. had studied at a Pune engi-
: neering college before joining
a software company.

According to the police,

Mangled remains of the car, It
also hit a car and a two-wheeler
before coming to a stop

the accident occurred when
Awadhia was dropping Kosh-
ta home. The Porsche struck
their bike from behind, drag-
ging Koshta 50ft.

The wehicle also hit a

parked car and a two-wheeler
before coming to a stop.

Aneesh’s  friend Aqib
Ramzan Mulla, 23, witnessed
the accident and filed a com-
plaint. Mulla, along with pas-
sershy, chased the Porsche,
which had its airbags deployed,
hindering the driver’s visibili-
tv. People pulled the driver and
his two friends — classmates
from a prominent Pune school
— out, thrashed them, and
wrecked the car before police
detained the trio. DCP Vijay
Magar said: “Preliminary in-
vestigation revealed that the
driver and his friends were re-
turning home from a pub in
Mundhwa. We have collected
the driver’s blood samples to
check for alcohol.”

Dalit couple in
. MP beaten and
. paraded with
. garland of shoes

Bhopal: A Dalit couple was
paraded with garlands of
shoes, tied to a pillar and
thrashed by members of an
influentialfamily mavillage
of MP’s Ashoknagar district
on Friday. Police rescued the
couple but none of the ac-
cused has vet been arrested.

Karan Singh (46) and
wife Betibai (40) had been
away from Kilora in Mun-
gaoli region, 180km from
Bhopal, for the past three
months fearing harassment
by a strongman from the vil-
lage. The dispute between
the two families started after
the couple's son was accused
of molesting a woman from
the influential family The

couple had repeatedly re-
quested police protection but
received no assistance. When
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President of India invites sealed "Open Tender" through on Line (E-Tendering)
for the following work.

Description of Work: Supply, installation and commissioning of electronic
lype track-based rail lubricator (cary down effect of 1 Km) in Jhansi-Manikpur,
Lalitpur - Khajuraho & Mahoba-Khajuraho section under sub-division of ADEN
MBA. E-Tender No.: JHS-ENGG- E-2024-96

Approx Cost T 41477144 41 Earnest Money : T 357400.00

Description of Work: Supply, installation and commissioning of electronic
type track - based rail lubricator {carry down effect of 1 Km) in Jhansi-
Manikpur, Khairar - Bhimsen, Lalitpur - Khajuraho, Mahoba - Khajuraho &
Bansapahar - Ohan section under sub-division of ADEN/BMDA. E-Tender
No.: JHS-ENGG- E-2024-99

Approx Cost .7 48743939.00

Earnest Money : T 398700.00

17.05.2024. The following Comgendum of
E-Tender’s is for supply of materials fin
munufacture of Electric Locomaotive. The
Prospective!’ likely suppliers are requested to
look up ithe website www.ireps.govin for
detaled instmuciions. These are E-Tenders
only electronic offer bids shall be soeepled.
5L Mooy Tender Motice no.; Tender Mo
Tender Opening Date are as  Tollows:
[O0]; SL Mo 119 of POMN/CLWHWHE-
Procurement/24/25  Daled; 24/04/2024;
2524507 3; Tender Opeming Date 15 10 be resd
as =3NS 20247 instead of exising eniry,
[02]: 5L Moo 112 of POMM/COCLW HWHE-
Procurement/24/24  Dated: 1970472024,
25245054 Tender Opening Date is to be read

Date of closing of all Tender: 14.06.2024 at 15:00 hrs. Date of
Completion/period from issue acceptance letter: 60 Months,
Tender online can be submilted up to 15:00 hrs on 14.06.2024. For
full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways
878/24(DG)

website www.ireps.gov.in

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE Ittt

For & on behall of President of India, Sr. Divisional Mechanical Engineer (CEW),
Prayagraj North Central Railway, Prayagraj invites OPEN E-Tenders in prescribed
farms, from reputed contractors with adeguate experence and financial capabifity for
the under mentionad work up to Date & time of closing of tender on GeM website -

GEM BID NO: GEM/2024/8/4948438 Dated 16.05.2024

Name of work: Custom Bid for Services Comprehensive work of
Mechanized and Manual Cleaning of Kanpur Coaching Depot and premises
area for the period of Four Years.

Tender system: Two packet system |  Tender Value: 1,59.88,752/-

EMD: 2,29 2580/ | Cost of E- tender Form: NIL | Period of Waork: 04 Years
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' 1 LAKH 1000 Cr business - vendors for following items.
- personal property project E GeM Bid No— GEM/2024/B/
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For other details and

TEACHER

SHRI Chaitanva Education
Society Vivekanand Nagar,
BSE drd Stage, Bangalore-ga,
We require well qualified

Place

Item/Job Description - Bid

for Supply and Implementation
of Application Programming

Interface Management

downloading of
document, please visit
Government e_Market (GeM)

govin or Bank's website
www.unionbankofindia.
co.in for parficipation in the
fender.

bid

: daughter of Vijavkumar,

» from Bangalore have
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» Anthoniamma to Pooja for -
« all Muture purpose,
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I Gagan Kumar K S/o
Kantharaju B R/o Gubbi Taluk.
Eadaha Hobli, Dodda Kunnala,

TEACHERS for Pre-primary
{(LEG and UKG) and Higher

Tumkur, Karnataka - 872219
have changed my Father and

Primary and High School, for
Maths, English, Social Studies,
Hindi. Salary based on demao &
experience. Call : 9738703039

MEDICAL

before
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spch climms are ned hoaiouraed
hy he Sdvertisers

= Mother name from Kanthara)
e and Anitha to Kantharaju B
and Anitha M B for all future
Purposes

sending moncy,

I Charvi. D/o Girish K, R at

MEDI[:AL acting om medical Mo.65, 6th Main, 2nd Stape,
!'L"'L'L'Iﬂ'll'lk.'l"lljiﬂll.'ll:lh I:'Il'l.'l:ll.i:l'll:lt."' KE H B Calon W
inte any commitment. io i E
relation to any advenisement Basaveshwaranagara
published in this publication. Bengaluru has changed my
wmtﬂ. The Times ||:-_ [dia Liroup name from G. K. Chava to
—_— divza't vouch fior any claims CHARVI for all future purposes
Mmm-mr made by the Advertzers of
produci and services, The
m m Prnter, Publisher, Edios, and
———————— Owmers of The  Tomses OF - o
EI:I]HF.I,E‘I. Inilis Liroup wihlicadions I REI.jEI..l D!.ngat v/ DGod A'1“.EIH'*
suresh 'I:Il"D!"l:'I"il'l‘_g"EE'!f.ED]'l'.l. ar shall nedt be beld Hable for Any Infin 1y E city 1 Bengaluru
' HB-&'.IIIIEHET" comseguences, m the event have changed my son's name

from Jash Duggal to Jash
Dugzall for all purpose,

Date of publishing on GeM website: 16.05.2024, Bid End Date / Time:
07.06.2024 At 14:00 Hrs. Note- 1. The complete information along with tender
booklet of above E-Tenders will be available! uploaded since Date of
publishing on GeM website and shall be remained on Website
www.GeM.gov.in. on the due date of tender opening. 2. Bids other than in the
form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above tenders. For this purpose,
vendors are required to get themselves registered with GeM website. 3.
Document being attached should be signed by the lenderer, 4. E-Tender
Forms shall be issued free of cost to all tenderers. 5. In case of any difficulty
helpdesk available on the website of GelM may be approached. 6. Online E-
Tender can be submitted up to Date & time of closing of tender. 7. JV bidders
are allowed to participate ininstant tender. 872124 (P)

[§] Morth cantral railways 48 www.ncrindianraibways.gov.in @ {@northcentrairailway % @ CPRONCR

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tendering Notice Mo: Z024-May-03

E-TENDER NOTICE
Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering), N.C. Riy Agra for and on behalf of the
President of India invites "Opan Tender® through on Line only (E-Tendering) for the
lallowing warks. The details of the tender are as under;-

Dated: 16.05.2024

S.No.: 1 | Tender No.: 2024-May-03-01 Approx. Cost (Rs,): 7 3204651080

Description of work ;| Provision of minimum essential amenities & facilities for
divyangjan Al Kiraoli, Paprea & Madbai stations.

S.MNo.: 2 | Tender No.: 2024-May-03-02 Approx. Cost (Rs.): 7 22516488.32

Description of work : Provision of bore well and Owvar OHT for PFs with pipeline
arrangements PTLI (S0KL), MIQ (50KL), KLB (50KL), BR (S0KL), & BIQ {S0OKL)
stations In and provision of 04 nos, hand pumps al platform of AED, NGLT, BAMA &
SMPR Hailt stafions in IDH-BXM section,

S.No.: 3 | Tender Na.; 2024-May-(3-03 Approx. Cost (Rs.): T 28062096 .43

Description of work : Provision of bore well and Over OHT for PFs with pipeline
amangements MURD (1T0KL), 1K (30KL), PPEA [ 50KL) & HEK (S0KL) stations in IDH-
BKI seclion & FAB (100KL), UDMR (50KL) in BHA-ETW section and pravision of 03
nos. hand pumps at platiorm of NHB, TEL & BUDA Halt stations in IDH-BKI section

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Rallways website
"www.ireps.gov.in”, Tenders can only be submiited through web poral
"www.lreps.govin” upto15.00 hrs on 10.04.2024. B79/24 (A)

f North central rallways | www.ncrindlanralivays.govin | § @northcentralraliwey | (¥ @craouce

as =ITOS20247 instead of existing eniry,
[03]: SL No. 111 of PCMM/CLW/ HWH/E-
Procurement’24/24  Dated:  19/04/2024;
2924502 7; Tender Opening Date 510 be read
a5 “AN0R2I024™ instead of existing eniry
[04]: 51 Mo, 110 of PCMMCLW/HWHE-
Procurement/24/24 Dated: 19/04/2024;
29245028; Tender Opeming Dute 15 1o be resd
a5 =200520247 insfoad of existing enifrv,
[05]: Sk No. 106 of PCMM/CLW/HWHE-
Procurement/24/24 Dated: 195042024
2924502 3; Tender Opening Date 15 to be resd
as "IROSIN2AT insfead of existng eniry,
[B): 81 Mo, 48 of PCMMCLW HWHE-
Procurement/24/ 15 Dated: OEAQ2024:
2924500 %; Tender Opening Dade 65 1o be repd
as “II0E2024™ instead of cxisting entry,
[07]: Sk No, 105 of PCMM/CLW HWIH/E-
Procurement24/23 Dated: 16/04:2024;
29245030; Tender Opeming Date is 10 be resd
as “23/05/2024" insicad of cxisting cniry,
FHE424 POMMAC LW/ HWH

Time of Opening

suffered a fractured leg and
Betibai multiple wounds. tuw

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

SUPPLYING & LOADING OF BALLAST
E-Tender Notice No. 05 of 2024-25 date
14/05/2024 e-Tender No ; DRM-RJT-2024-
25-E-06 Name of Work : Rajkot Division:
Supplying and leading of 105000 Cum
ballast into wagons at Wankaner.
Approximate NIT Cost : 9,85.08,360.95
Earnest Money : 64260000 Date &
of Tender : 04/06/2024
IEE”{; Hhﬁs.ﬂfﬁc[EE Add}rlirssie Di'-.FrEis_ilﬂnal
| anager ), Western Railway,
Kothi ({Jmpuu%d_ Hgﬁn!. Gujarat - EEDEH]!I;

Like us on : www.incebookeom/clwrallwiys

F

i
T Ay

Website : www.ireps.gov.in 18
Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRly

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

AUGMENTATION | IMPROVEMENT OF
FREIGHT WAGON MAINTENANCE
GATI SHAKTI UNIT
E-Tender Notification No : 02 of 2024-25
Date 14-05-2024 E-Tender Notification
No.02/2025/G5U/RIT Name of Work :
Augmentation / Improvement of Freight
Wagon Maintenance at Hapa -
Rajkot. Approximate NIT Cost : ¥
23,33,16,546.94/- Date & Time of Closing
of Tender : 17-06-2024 at 15:00 hrs Office
Address : Chief Project Manager, Gati
=hakti Unit, Junction Road, Opposite Kothi
Compound, Rajkot - 360001 Website :
WWW.Ireps.gov.in 18

| Like us on: I facebook.comWestemBly

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(& Govaernment of India Undertaking)

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

On behalf of Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd,, Dy. Chief Enginear (works),
Ratnagiri, invites Open Tender in Single Packet bid system through
E-Tendering on IREPS portal from eligible contractors for the following
work. Name of Work: Construction of a Foot Over Bridge (3m wide, for 4 line
station) Including approach ramp at Rallway Km 283/8-9 in Vaibhavwadi
Road Station over Konkan Railway route in Maharashira State. Tender
Notice No.: KR/RN/DYCEW/FOBNBWID3/24. Total Estimated Cost:
T 1.41 crores excluding GST. Biding start date: 20.05.2024, Closing
Date/Time: 10.06.2024 up to 15:00 hrs for submission of online Offers/
Bids. Completion period: Nine months including monsoon. Manual offers
shall not be accepted. Please visit https:/fireps.gov.in website for
details/participation and Corrigendum /addendum will be hosted in this
website only.

Dated: 16.05.2024

E-Tender Notice No.: JHS-M-W-20-24

E-TENDERING NOTICE

ar. Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer / Jhansi, DRM's office, Jhansi,
for and on bahall of President of India invita open Tender through on Line [E-
Tendaring ) for the following works.

Description of Work: Provision of diversity by axle Counters for Rusty rail track and
wateriuglﬂ frackin BINA-DHO Section of Jhansi Division.

Approx Cost: T 20201275.26, Earnest Money: T 251000/-, Cost of Tender Form:
Nil, Opening of Tender: 12.06.2024 Tima 15.00, Completion period from issue
of letter of acceptance: 03 Months.

Tender on ling can be submitted upto 15.00 hrs. on 12.06.2024. For full details and
submission of bid please see the Indian Railways websile www.ireps.gowv.in,
(NORTH CENTRAL RLY /JHANSI DIVISION-S AND T). BT1/24 (A

f Morth central rallways mnw|iww| E Gcrrosca
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Let the investigation continue,
and everything will be clear: Min

‘Public Is with Us, You Can See How Much Love Given To AAP’

AAP taking to
streets to save
accused: Maliwal

New Delhi: As AAP functiona-
ries marched to BJP's headqu-
arters in Delhi to protest aga-
inst the arrest of chief mini-
ster’s aide, Bibhav Kumar, inan
assault case, Rajya Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal accused her par-
ty of taking to the streets to “sa-
vethe accused’,

“There was a time when we
all used to come out on the stre-
ets to get justice for Nirbhaya.
Today, after 12 yvears, we all ca-
me out on the streets to save the
accused whomade the CCTV fo-

- Continued from page 1

Singh, Manish Sisodia
A and Satyendar Jain.
Yesterday, they even arrested
my PA. Raghav Chadha has
just come back; now they are
saying that he will also be ar-
rested. They are saying that
Atishi, Saurabh Bharadwaj
and Kailash Gahlot will also
be arrested soon,” he said.

He said that in the coming
days, the party office would
be locked. “ED’'s lawver has
already given a statement in
court that AAP's bank ac-
counts will befrozen immedi-
ately after the elections,” the
CM said.

Afterthe speech, Kejriwal

r l_‘l hey arrested me, Sanjay

Raghav Chadha, Sanjay Singh and Arwnd He;rlwal at the party office

for over half an hour, they
could have arrested us. The
public is with us, vou can see
how much love has been giv-
en to Kejriwalji and AAP be-
cause of the good done by us.

RS MP Sanjay Singh, min-
isters Gopal Rai and Kailash
Gahlot, and other senior
functionaries were present.
After staging a protest for
around half an hour, they left.

led a march towards BJP's
headquarters and sat on the
road as police barricades pre-
vented them from reaching
the office. There was heavy
police presence on Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Marg.

Singh said, "As per his
promise, Kejriwal himself
came with other functionar-
ies of the party to get arrest-
ed, but they (BJP) left the
ground and ran awayv.”

Gahlot said, “We waited

Let the investigation contin-
ue, and everyvthing will be
clear.”

Earlier in the day, Delhi
Police had ramped up securi-
tv around BJP’s office.

To manage the crowd.

otage disappear and formatted
the phone. T wish so much ef-
fort had been put in for Ma-
nish Sisodia. Had he been he-
re, maybe things wouldn't ha-
ve been so bad for me,” Mali-
wal saidon X.

Delhi Police leaking ‘selective’ info
to tarnish party’s image: AAP min

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Par-
ty minister Saurabh Bharad-
waj on Sunday hit out at Delhi
Police, accusing it of opera-
ting at the behest of BJPE He al-
leged that police were leaking
“splective and incorrect” in-
formation to the media to tar-
nish the party’s image before
the elections.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Bharadwaj alleged:
“As soon as Swati Maliwal
called Delhi Police, not only
was the information leaked
by police, but the photoof the
DD entry was also released.
Why did Delhi Police do that?
Because they have a vested
interest in it; their political
agenda is being served.”

He added: *I have never
seen thephotoof acomplaint
being shared with the entire
country, especially that of a
woman. Who leaked it to the
media? None other than
BJP’s Delhi Police. Maliwal

Maliwal case: BJP accuses Delhi CM

Arvind Kejriwal of ‘political drama’

New Delhi: Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdevaslammed AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday and alleged that the chief
minister was enacting a *political drama” over Swati Maliwal's
*assault” charge, while maintaining silence onthe issue.
Sachdeva asked how had AAP concluded that BJP was
involved in the matter when Maliwal, an AAP Rajya Sabha
member, was allegedly assaulted at Kejriwal's residence by his

close aide Bibhav Kumar.

“Maliwal is an AAP leader. The incident occurred at Kejriwal's
residence. She was beaten was confirmed by AAP MP Sanjay
singh, then where is BJP in this whole matter,” he said. tuw

did not file her complaint.
which BJP did not take well.”

Maliwal had on Monday
alleged ina PCR call that she
was assaulted by Kejriwal's
personal assistant, Bibhav
Kumar, at CM's residence.
This led to police arriving at
the scene. Later, she went to
Civil Lines police station to
file an FIR. However, after re-
celvingsome phonecalls, she
left. After a couple of davs,

she filed an FIR, following
which Kumar was arrested.

AAP minister said that
everyvone knew that Kumar
waswith CM in Lucknow and,
yvet, “Delhi Police spread the
news that Kumar was abscon-
ding. He (Kumar) had a flight
ticket in hisname togothere.”
Bharadwaj added that Kumar
had himself written an email
to Delhi Police, stating that he
was ready to cooperate.

: ditional

Cops ready
50 questions
for Kumar

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Police is
learnt to have questioned
members of the security feam
stationed at chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal's residence
as part of its investigation in-
to the alleged assault on AAP
Rajva Sabha MP Swati Mali-
wal, sources said on Sunday.

The officers confiscated ad-
CCTV footage and
DVRs from CM's residence on
Sunday to determine the se-
quence of events and identify
individuals present at the time
of the incident. Those identi-
fied will be questioned accord-
ingly. The seized footage has
been forwarded for forensic
analysis. A special team has
been assembled by police to in-
terrogate Kejriwal's personal
assistant, Bibhav Kumar, who
is currently in custody A ques-
tionnaire consisting of approx-
imately 50 questions has been
prepared for him.
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Chhattisgarh Maoist
drops AK-47 for pen,

clears Class X exam

Partha.Behera
@timesgroup.com

Raipur: Plucked from his
classroom by Maoists at age
16, handed a rifle and
dragged through jungles of
Abujhmarh, Libaru Korram
aka Naxal Diwakar always
yvearned to return to school.
Hedid. And, hasnow cleared
his Class 10 examination.
Hailed as a hero by fellow
surrendered cadres, Kor-
ram proudly shows a worn
printout of hismarks.

“1 was taught to fire
AEK-47, SLR, Insas, and .303
rifles. I'd much rather wield
apen,’ Korram, whocarried
a bounty of Rs 1.4 lakh, told
TOI. His journey is inspir-
ing school dropouts in
Maoist-affected villages to
return toeducation.

Korram has now set his
sights on passing Class 12,
and helping his wife, Lakh-
smi, an ex-Maoist, clear her
Class10exam.

“Diwakar, now 34, was
talkken by Maoists when he
was in Class 5 at an Abhuj-
marh school. Maoists forced
him into a vasectomy, which
was reversed after he sur-
rendered to police in Ka-
wardha in 2021, He has since
married a woman from Suk-

Surrendered Mamst Libaru
Korram plans to clear Class 12

exam and help his wife, also an
ex-Maoist, clear Class 10 exam
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ma,"” Kawardha SP Abhish-
ek Pallava said. “"Diwakar’s
35% is eqguivalent to 90%
marks achieved by students
who have access to all re-
sources,”

“I cannot forget the day
Maoists took me away from
school,” said Korram. He
was initially used to recruit
other tribal boys and after
2017, was part of operations
in Abujhmarh and Narayan-
pur. “After surrendering, he
had no interest in joining po-
lice force, but favoured a po-
gition in education or health
department. He wanted to
continue his education,”
gaid the SP He tried twice
butfailed. Not one to give up,
he tried again, and passed
thistime.

‘B'deshi pirates” hack forest
ouard to death in Sundarbans

Krishnendu Mukherjee &
Monotosh Chakraborty | Tvn

at Netidhopani camp. Sourc-
es said such a heinous inci-
dent has not occurred in the

Kolkata: A 59%-year-old for-
est guard, on the verge of re-
tirement, was hacked to
death while three other for-
est workers escaped by
jumping in the river inside
Sundarbans Tiger Reserve
on Saturday night after an
alleged attack by Bangla-
deshipirates.

A murder case has been
initiated under IPC 302. Vic-
tim Amalendu Halder, a resi-
dent of Raidighi, was posted

tiger reserve area in recent
times. In 2019, a group of for-
esters wasassaulted by villag-
ers in South 24 Parganas divi-
sion while probing a tiger
poaching case. Last Dec, for-
est dept arrested six Bangla-
deshi fishermen who had en-
tered Indian waters. It has al-
so highlighted acute staff
shortage in STR., where the
current strength of forest
guards is 36 in contrast to the
sanctioned strength of 110.

]aipur tourist loses an eye
in J&K terrorist attack

Ashish.Mehta
@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: Sunny Khan, a 38
year-old resident of Patha-
non Ka Chowk in Jaipur’s
Brahmpuri neighbour-
hood, has lost vision in one
eveandfacestherisk of par-
tial vision loss in the other.
He is currently battling for
his life in the ICU of a mili-
tary hospital in south Kash-
mir's Anantnag. His wife
Farah Khan is also in criti-
cal condition.

The couple, along with 50
members of their extended
family, had gone on a holiday
to Kashmir on May 10, in-
tending to return on May 20,
But their vacation took a
tragic turn when terrorists

Imran Missar

The S0 nf BJP neta ﬂuaz Ahmad
Sheikh is being carried by his
relative for the last rites of the
former sarpanch in Shopian on
Sunday. Aijaz was killed in a
terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Heerapora on Saturday

attacked them Saturday eve-
ning while they were head-
ing to a resort in Pahalgam
for dinner.

“Some people removed
their blankets and started
shooting. A bullet pierced my

brother’s eye. My sister-in-
law has a shoulder wound,”
Sunny'selder brother Parvez
Khan, 39, recounted Sunday
the horror that unfolded be-
fore his eves the previous
night. “Oh, we're so happy
coming to Kashmir!” he ex-
claimed with grief and sar-
casm from Ananinag,.

His brother is in ventila-
tor support. "My brother’s
one eye has been removed,
and the other is being operat-
ed upon,” said Parvez. He
and his wife are taking care
of Sunny and Farah's two
children. Since the attack,
Parvez has been inundated
with phone calls. “Just pray”
he implored. *What has my
brother done, or our family?
Why was he targeted?”

Labourers from
J'’khand shot in
Imphal, one dead

Guwahati: Unidentified as-
sailants killed a 41-year-old mi-
grant labourer from Jhark-
hand and wounded two fellow
workers from the same state in
a shooting around 8pm on Sat-
urday in Imphal, marking the
first instance of an attack on
people from outside the North-
east since ethnic conflict erupt-
ed in Manipur in May last vear,
reports Kangkan Kalita.

The body of the deceased,
identified as Ram Hangsada, is
kept at the morgue of Regional
nstitute of Medical Sciences
in Imphal. Bittua Murmu, 22,
and Mitalan Soren, 50, are re-
cuperating at Raj Medicity in
Imphal East, police said Sun-
day “Thetrio came from Godda
district in Jharkhand. The
wounded men's condition is
stable,” an officer said.
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PM promises return of seized
bribe money to poor in Jkhand

Says Legal Advice Sought To Thrash Out Process Shah: It's Ram

B Sridhar@timesgroup.com

(Ghatshila (Jamshedpur):
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di announced Sunday that the
bribe money seized in Jhark-
hand will be returned to its
rightful owners, with legal ad-
vice being sought on the proc-
ess. “The ill-gotten money will
not be kept in govt treasury. It
will be given back to the poor
who were looted by Congress-
JMM-RJD functionaries,” he
sald at an election rally in
Moubhandar, Ghatshila.

Modi eriticised INDLA bloc
parties for the state’s lack of
development, asserting that
corrupt parties should not be
elected. He claimed that Con-
gress failed to work for the
poor and marginalised during
its 60 wvears In office. “The
mindset of Congress is such
that their functionaries con-
sider the country their person-
al property,” hesaid.

Without taking his name,
the PM accused Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi of adopting
Maoist tactics, saying: “Like
Naxalites who don’t let inves-
tors work without paying ex-
tortion, Congress's shehzada
1s doing the same... His lan-
ouage is anti-corporate. In-
vestors who come to meet me
say they will not invest in
Congress-governed states as
the party's ideology is anti-
corporate.”

The PM questioned
whether INDIA bloc parties

PM Modi during an election rally in jamsh&d;:ur on Sunday

in Maharashira agree with
the Congress MP's views on
corporates and investors,

Modialsocriticised JMM,
noting that a former CM (He-
mant Soren) is jailed for land
grabbing, including attempts
toseize military land. He also
accused RJD functionaries
of acquiring land from job
seekers in exchange for em-
plovment, questioning their
trustworthiness. “Do they
qualify to be trusted by the
people?” heasked.

Modi addressed the
gstalled Dhalbhumgarh air-
port project, blaming JMM-
led coalition govt for creating
obstacles, He praised BJP-led
NDA govt's efforts in improv-
ing road infrastructure, re-
ducing the travel time be-
tween Ranchi and Jamshed-

pur from six hours to three.

Responding to Modi's re-
marks, JMM general secreta-
ry Suprivo Bhattacharya
saild the PM should have pro-
vided hope to voters in his
first visit to Moubhandarina
decade. *The people of Moub-
handar, Musaboni. Jadugu-
da, Ghatshila were expecting
the PM to speak about the
closed mines of Hindustan
Copper Ltd (HCL). He did not
say a thing,” Bhattacharya
said, while claiming that the
crowd at Modi's rally was
brought in from different
parts of Kolhan division.

He refuted PM Modi's
statement about NH-33, as-
serting that its rapid con-
struction occurred under
JMDM's governance, not dur-
ing BJP's tenure.

Bhakts vs those
who fired at them

Lucknow: Union home min-
ister Amit Shah on Sunday
said people will have to
choose between "Ram bhakts’
who ensured completion of
Ram temple in Ayodhya and
those who were responsible
for opening fire on ‘kar se-

vaks', report Shalabh &
Kapil Dixit.
Addressing rallies in

Prayagraj and Machhlishahr
constituencies, Shah said
those talking about “bringing
back triple talag and Article
370, putting lock on Ram tem-
ple and quashing CAA should
not be allowed to form govt™.

“After four phases of poll-
ing, BJP has already
achieved the figure to form a
majority govt and is heading
towards its target of 400
seats,” said Shah.

Training his guns at Con-
oress MP Rahul Gandhi and
SP president Akhilesh Yadav,
Shah said voters should hold
them accountable for minori-
ty appeasement.

“Congressremained in of-
fice for 70 years but could not
construct Ram temple in
Ayodhya. SP govt was respon-
siblefor firingon ‘kar sevaks'
during the temple move-
ment,” Shah said.

Lauding Yogi govt in UPR,
Shah said the CM eradicated
mafiaraj in state.

Stampede-like situation as Akhilesh,

Kapil.Dixit@timesgroup.com

Rahul leave rally Wlthout spealqng .

Pravagraj: Chaos prevailed
foroveranhouratajointrally
of INDIA bloc — attended by
Samajwadi Party chief Akhi-
lesh Yadav and Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi — at Padila in
Phulpur on Sunday. The SP
chief left the venue without
addressing the crowd after he
found the microphones not
working, leaving SP support-
ers inafrenzy They damaged
the barricading and created a
ruckus which caused injuries
to three persons.

“As soon as SP national
president Akhilesh Yadav
left the dais after he failed to
address the rally, party sup-
porters went berserk and
jumped in front of the dais,”
an eyewitness said.

The SP national presi-
dent had arrived at the dais
around 1.25pm and left the
spotat 1.55pm.

Later on Sunday evening,

Police personnel try to control the gathering during Rahul Gandhi and
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav's rally in UP's Prayagraj district on Sunday

Akhilesh posted in Hindion X:
“It wasn’'t just barricades that
were broken. Records of victo-
ry margins would also be bro-
ken in the elections for Phul-
pur and Allahabad seats.”
*The sea of humanity
that had turned up at the two
meetings indicates that IN-
DIA bloc candidates are all
set to register a historic win.
The enthusiasm of the peo-
ple also predicts a historic
defeat for BJP which will

thereafter be wiped off pub-
lic memory,” the post said.

Inavideoshared on the of-
ficial social media handles of
both 5P and Congress, people
on the stage could be heard
asking supporters to move
back. The appeals made from
the stage failed to have any ef-
fect on the crowd. Then, Ra-
hul and Akhilesh had a brief
discussion before they left the
stage while being surround-
ed by their security staff.

Over 50% of BJP, Cong candidates
have assets worth over 35cr: Study

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: More than 50%
of the 768 candidates fielded
by BJP and Congress in the
seven phases of the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections have as-
sets worth more than Rs 5
core each and a little over
27% are from ‘dynastic’
backgrounds, accordingto a
study conducted by anot-for-
profitorginisation.
Prajatantra Foundation’s
study hasrevealed that ‘finan-
cial status’ and ‘dvnastic
background’ as the two most
prevalent “gatekeeping” fac-
torswhenitcomestoselecting
candidates, Beyond dynastic
politics, the most common
pathways for candidates are
party organisational politics
(15.4%), local politics (12.2%),
and student politics (9.5%).
“Of the 27.6% of dynastic
cantlldates 71.2% are sec-

The report highlights
how Karnataka, Bihar
and Maharashtra
have the highest
percentage of
dynastic candidates
among larger states
and Haryana leads
among smaller states

ond-generation politicians...
the sons, daughters, nieces,
or nephews of current poli-
ticians. Another 25% are
first-generation dvnasts,
meaning they are siblings or
spouses of current politic-
ians, Approximately 3% of
dynastic candidates come
from multi-generational po-
litical families, underscor-
ing the deep-rooted legacy
and continuity of political
power within certain fam-
ilies in Inflia "the studv aaid

The report also high-
lights how Karnataka, Bi-
har and Maharashtra have
the highest percentage of
dynastic candidates among
larger states and Haryana
leads among smaller states.

As per the report, the two
parties have given only 13.4%
of tickets to women candi-
dates, and over 50% of them
have dynastic backgrounds.

The study, which has col-
lated information on 10 pa-
rameters from candidates’ af-
fidavits, their teams, stringer
networks and news reports,
mentions that money emerg-
es as the most prevalent gate-
keeping barrier. It said that
around 81 % of the candidates
have assets worth Rs1 core or
more, “This is closely fol-
lowed by individuals with
criminal antecedents, who
constitute 38.8% of the candi-
dates ! its.aid

Hour before PM
rally, Bengal BJP
MP joins TMC

Jhargram: Bengal BJP's out-
going Jhargram MP EKunar
Hembram joined Trinamool
Congress, just an hour before
PM Narendra Modi’s rally on
sunday in Kharagpur, 42km
away, reports Sujoy Khanra.

Denied renomination by
BJP. Hembram criticised his
former party’s "imposition of
Hindutva on tribal identity”
and pledged to campaign for
TMC candidates in the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha polls.

While inducting Hem-
bram, TMC general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee said:
“Jhargram played a crucial
role in ensuring that CM Ma-
mata Banerjee came back to
office for a third time in 2021.
People gave us all four seats. In
2018, BJP won this seat by
11,700 votes.”

“Now, Hembram himself
savs after five vears with BJP,
he has realised they are ‘jana
jati birodhi” and ‘Adivasi bi-
rodhi’,” he added.

Hembram said his deci-
gion was well-considered,
praising Trinamool’s work in
Jangalmahal over BJP's, add-
ing that he didn’t harbour any
personal ambitions before
making the switch.

3-time BJD MLA
& ex-minister
joins Odisha BJP

Bhubaneswar: Three-time
MLA fron Nimapara and for-
mer Odisha minister Samir
Ranjan Dash quit BJD on Sun-
dayand joined BJPafter he was
denied a ticket for the assembly
polls in the state, reports Deba-
brata Mohapatra. Twositting
MPs and seven MLAs of BJD
resigned ahead of polls this
time and joined BJE

Dash represented Nimap-
ara in the assembly in 2009,
2014 and 2019. “I switched loy-
altv to BJP after beingneglect-
ed by BJD. BJD leadershiplost
its confidence in me. After los-
ing their trust, it is not proper
for me to stay in the party”
Dash said.

‘Modi has lost confidence; MVA
‘will win at least 50% of Maha seats’

Undeterred by the unprecedented rebellion. Sharad Pawar
embarked on a new mission, he relaunched himself, forming a
new party with a handful of supporters and is determined to
show miracles in the Lok Sabha polls. In an interview with TOI's
Prafulla Marpakwar, Sharad Pawar spoke at length on the
formation of the INDIA blog, its priorities and the future of MVA
comprising Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP (SP) & Congress, Excerpts:

PM Modi says opposition
leaders are more focused on
setting up their children...
B | think Modi's opinion is
wrong; it is not a crime to fol-
low your parents’ footsteps.
Many doctors feel that their
son or daughter should take
up the medical profession,
similar is the case with poli-
ticians too. All will depend on
his/her professional compe-
tence, if he has ability, he will
shine in life; all will depend on
the capacity and professional-
ismof the individual.

PM Modi savs BJP will get
a historic mandate...

M Modi’s opinion appears to
be unrealistic. Eversince the
Lok Sabha elections were de-
clared, he has given a slogan,
Abki baar, 400 paar’ (This
time, more than 400 seats). 1
do not know on what basis he
has arrived at a figure of 400,
which is wvery difficult to
achieve.l am doubtful if BJP
will reach the majority fig-
ure in view of severe discon-
tent against NDA across the
country In all southern
states, NDAs performance
will be dismal. In addition, it
will be a disappointing situa-
tion for BJP in Madhyva Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, and UP
among several other states.
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Are you sure that the IN-
DIA bloc will form govt. In
that event who will be the
Prime Minister?

B We, in the INDIA bloc, at
the end of four phases of
polling, are confident that it
should not be difficult for the
INDIA bloc to dislodge the
Modi-led NDA govt. With re-
gard to our prime ministe-
rial candidate, it will be de-
cided in the meeting of new-
Ivelected MPs. Afewdecades
ago, when Morarji Desai was
elected as Prime Minister, a
decision was taken in the
meetingof the MPs. Then Jai
Prakash Naravan had taken
alead in the formation of the
new govt.

What will be vour priorities?
B Our top priority will be to
provide a stable govt, draft a
comprehensive action plan
for providing remunerative
price for agriculture pro-
duce, tackle unemployment,
and halt farmer suicides and
spiralling prices of essential
commodities. Above all, halt
gross abuse of central agen-
cies. Investigations by ED
and CBI is a matter of con-
cern for people from differ-
ent walks of life.

PM Modi is frequently ad-

" TOI INTERVIEW

dressingelectionralliesin
Maharashtra...

B | think Modi is the first
Prime Minister who is con-
centrating on Maharashitra.
It appears that he has lost
confidence, therefore, has
chosen Maharashtra for ex-
tensive campaigning. In the
past, PMs like Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi
would address just one or
two election rallies.

What will be the outcome
of the Lok Sabha elections
in Maharashtra?

B In my opinion, the per-
formance of Maha Vikas
Aghadi will be impressive, it
will win at least 50% of the
seats. I was stunned and sur-
prised by the language used
by the PM during his cam-
paign in Maharashtra.
Shockingly he called me
Bhatakti Aatma(wandering
soul) and described Shiv Se-
na (UBT) as fake. Such lan-

Kharge poster defaced at

after spat with Adhir

Rohit.Khanna
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A day after Malli-
karjun Kharge and Con-
gress’s Bengal chief Adhir
Chowdhury crossed swords
over CM Mamata Banerjee's
role in INDIA bloc, ink was
smeared Sunday on a poster
of the AICC president in
front of the state party's
headquarters in Kolkata.
Party workers washed the
ink off with milk.
Chowdhury was in Beh-
rampere and asked Con-
gress functionaries to file
an FIR about the deface-
ment outside the headguar-
ters, Bidhan Bhavan. This

was done soon after;
Kharge had said TMC
chief Mamata was “very

much a part of INDIA bloc”.
Told that this did not align
with Chowdhury's views,
Kharge asserted it was the
party high command that

Rohit Pawar

EC transfers SP of
Purulia, 3 others

C has transferred Purulia

SP, Avijit Banerjee, five
days ahead of pollsin the
district on May 25.Similarly,
SDPO of Contaiin East
Midnapore, Dibakar Das,
along with two
officers-in-charge were also
transferred. EC had received
complaints againstthese
officers, reports Debashis
Konar, An official said EC
found that Purulia SP had
played a partisanrole and it
also previously received
similar complaints when he
was SP of Diamond Harbour.

took final decisions on alli-
ances. Chowdhury respon-
ded tothiswith a veiled digat
Mamata, saying he could not
be expected to

mate Congress in Bengal”.

of booth capturing in
Beed; probe ordered

Prasad.Joshi
@timesgroup.com

Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: After NCP (SCP) candi-
date from Beed, Bajrang So-
nawane, alleged booth cap-
turing in some placesduring
voting for the Lok Sabha seat
on May 13, DC and returning
officer Deepa Mudhol
Munde ordered an in-
quiry on Sunday.
Rohit Pawar, the
party’s MLA from
Karjat Jamkhed, on
Saturday produced
three videos & an audio clip
to support the charges. So-
nawane has demanded a re-
poll. Pawar said on X, “Will
Parli witness goonda raj in-
stead of d&mﬂcracy in fu-

In Bundelkhand, the fields are thirsty for water; people

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

Banda/Hamirpur: 5ix of
the seven districts in the poll-
bound Bundelkhand region
of UP spread over four parlia-
mentary constituencies, come
in the top 100 riskiest districts
in the country in terms of
their vulnerability to climate
change and future hazards,
and this is reflected on the
ground in depressed agricul-
tural activities, water scarcity
and land degradation in all
four Lok Sabha seats that will
go to poll on Monday.

Out of 109 “very high risk’
districts in the country, 22 fall
in UP and six of them — Ha-
mirpur, Banda, Chitrakoot,
Mahoba, Jalaunand Jhansi—
are in the Bundelkhand re-
gion, according to the vulnera-

bility assessment done by In-
dian Council of Agricultural
Research. The list shows Ha-
mirpur as the riskiest in UP
followed by Banda. Nation-
wide, Hamirpur is the ninth
riskiest whereas Banda is at
number 20 due toconstant rise
in minimum temperatures,
extensive degraded land and
high drought proneness.

The situation, that has af-
fected farming operations,
has already led to rural un-
emplovment and migration.
Though free ration and an-
nual income support under
PM-Kisan schemes are a
help. farmers in the region
desperately look for permas-
nent irrigation facilities like
what their counterparts in
western UP have, Such facili-
ties and other adaptation

Jal Saheli, a group of women water warriors, protesting for rejuvenation
of the Gorari river in Simrawari area of UP's Jhansi district

measures will help them face
the challenges of climate
change in future.

“*We cannot survive with-
out irrigation facilities. Un-
derground water is depleting
guite fast. We use diesel pump
sets for irrigation. But the
high price of diesel and high

cost of deep boring make
farming expensive,” said Ash-
ok Singh of Banda tehsil. Oth-
er villagers have similar con-
cerns, sayving their district
needs industries so that more
and more people get jobs.,
Though the Centre has ap-
proved the Ken-Betwa river

linking project that will pro-
vide permanent irrigation fa-
cilities to 2.6 lakh hectares of
land spread over Banda, Ma-
hoba, Jhansi and Lalitpur dis-
tricts of UP it will take at least
eight years for the project to
get completed. The project en-
visages transfer of surplus
water from Kenriver to Betwa
river through a 230-km con-
crete link canal.

“Betwa river is flowing
through our district but we
don't get its benefit duetolack
of Irrigation canal network
like what western Uttar Pra-
desh has. Wehopetogetsucha
network once the Ken-Betwa
river link project is completed
but all people will leave villag-
es by then,” said Vinay Kumar
Ahirwar of Nirni village in
Hamirpur district.

ture? If this continues, Mah-
arashtra will be soon re-
duced to UP. Will EC stop all
this or will it remain a mute
spectator?” He demanded an
impartial probe into the al-
leged incidents of booth cap-
turing instead of merely reg-
istering offences of wviola-
tion of model code.

: Munde said there
is no clarity on loca-
tion in the videos. “We
are taking help of cyb-
ercell tofind out the lo-
@ cations. Once they are

i jdentified, we will re-
cord statemenis of polling
officials and staff,” she said.

“It will be too early to ar-
rive at any conclusion. We
will submit a detailed report
to EC,” Munde added.

or change

Villagers in Lalitpur dis-
trict of Jhansi parliamen-
tary constituency have simi-
lar concerns. Jitendra Raj-
put of Kandhari Kalan vil-
lage in Lalitpur distriet said,
“Our village will also benefit
from Ken-Betwa river link
project, but no one Knows
when it will happen as noth-
ing has been done so far on
this project inmy district.”

Meanwhile, farmers in his
and other villages of the dis-
trict are using diesel pump
sets for irrigation. “It is quite
expensive and villagers have
todepend on local moneylend-
ers to meet their farm nput
cost every season. Annual in-
come support of Rs 6,000 un-
der PM-Kisan scheme is, how-
ever, a big help,” said Rajput,
who has five acres of land.

“appease 5
someone whowanted todeci-

cuage is not expected from a
PM: hehaslowered thedigni-
ty of the post. I am not dis-
turbed by the PM s comment,
In the past too, social worker
Anna Hazare and former
BMC official G R Khairnar
had levelled serious charges
against me, nNnow no one
knows the whereabouts of
these two persons.

Several legislators have
gquit NCP and Shiv Sena.
Will it have an impact on
the election outcome?

B In my opinion, even if leg-
islators have joined hands
with Ajit Pawar and Eknath
Shinde, grassroot-level
workers are still with the
original parties. [ have seen
in most of my meetings,
there is 4 massive presence
of members of the younger
cenerations. Similar is the
case with Shiv Sainiks, they
are still loyval to Uddhav
Thackeray.

For along time, you were a
voter in Baramati, you
shifted to Mumbai, and
now again, vour vote is in
Baramati...

B It'safactthatmyname was
in Baramati parliamentary
constituency. When 1 took a
lot of interest in the cricket
association, I was told that if
yOou are a permanent resi-
dent of Mumbai, then only
you can contest the election
to the association. After one
attains the age of 70, one 1is
not eligible to contest the
election, then [ decided to
shift my name from Mumbai
to Baramati, my home town.

FOY1LINE OF NO CONTROL _ Savocer Aowwasvy
Bengal Cong office day |

"ECasks Tgama CEO
t0 act on Cong plaints

The Congress has
filed a complaint
against Modi,

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Election Com-

- mission (EC) has directed Te-

gjves ‘proof”

langana chief electoral offi-
cer (CEQ)totake appropriate
: action on several complaints
: filed by Congress leader G Ni-
. ranjan against BJP and BRS
leaders, including PM Naren-
dra Modi. EC has forwarded
Niranjan's complaint to the
CEOQ for ‘further appropriate
action as per the extant laws
and instructions’ regarding
complaints against PM Modi
and BRS leader KT Rama Rao.
EC mentioned two com-
plaintsfrom Niranjan. onere-
garding the use of children in
the campaign and the other
: onfabrication of Rahul Gand-
: hi'sspeech. The Congress has
: filed a complaint against Mo-
di, alleging that he was hold-
ingachild during the election
campaign. Niranjan in his
complaint alleged “Modi
breached EC directions by
stopping his car at Laxmipu-
ram on his way to an election
meeting on May 10 at Waran-
gal, calling a child and her
- mother to his car, and taking
: thechild in his arms for public-
. itvand to influence voters.”
“Irrespective of our com-
: plaint the previous day, Modi
: repeated the act during his
: election meeting at Narayan-
: pet in Telangana by saying
‘kitne pyaare bachche hai'.
He also mentioned that a

alleging that he was

holding a child
during the election

campaign

him and asked nearby per-
sons to bring it to him. He
mentioned that the opposi-
tion doesn't like the love of
these children towards him,”
the complaint said.

In another complaint for-
warded to the CEO by EC, Ni-
ranjan alleged that “Rahul
Gandhi released the Con-
oress ‘Nyay Patra’ on April 6
at Thukkuguda in Hydera-
bad, and explained various
programmes of the party and
its intention to take up a cen-
sus of wvarious sections of
people and assured them ben-
efits in accordance with their
share in the population.”

“BJP fabricated a false vid-
eo of Rahul's speech and is
propagating it as Congress
planning to loot wealth from
the people and intending to
give it to Muslims,” the com-
plaint added. Niranjan also fil-
ed a complaint against BES
leader KT Rama Rao for al-
leged violation on the polling
day on May 13. At the Nandi
Hills polling station in Secun-
derabad parliament constitu-
ency, KTR said he voted for the
party that brought Telangana

child wanted togiveaphototo andtheleader who brought it.

Will preserve video footage
of EVMSs, EC assures court

New Delhi: Election Commission (EC) has told the Delhi high
court it will preserve video footage of EVMs for Rampur Lok
Sabha constituency in UP in accordance with protocol.

The commission’s statement was in response to a petition
filed by a lawyer contesting from Rampur. Advocate Mehmood
Pracha, an Independent candidate, had sought a direction to
the EC, asking it to follow the Manual on Electronic Voting Ma-
chines for safeguarding the video footage. EC counsel Sidhant
Kumar =said the commission is bound to follow protocol for
preservation of videography or CCTV coverage at various
stages of the electoral process for every Lok Sabha constituen-
cy. Justice Sachin Datta took the EC’s stand on record and dis-
posed of the plea where it had earlier asked the commission to
file an affidavit on the videography conducted and CCTYV foot-
agemaintained with regard to EVMSs. mun
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Personal touch, spunk and spontaneity: How
Priyanka lifted Amethi-Rae Bareli campaign

Shailvee.Sharda@timesgroup.com

Rae Bareli/ Amethi: Recently,
when Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi reached
Bachhrawan in Rae Bareli for
addressing an evening election
cathering, the time window
given by the police for the
meeting had expired. That
meant she couldn’t use the
public address system. Unde-
terred, the star campaigner got
the venue's noisy genset shut
down, sat atop her SUV and
spoke extempore without a
mike, with the crowd provid-
ing illumination with mobile-
phone torches. Videos of the
address rapidly went viral (see
pic on right).

Several election analysts
have noted that they are seeing
amore spontaneous and articu-
late Privanka in these elec-
tions. This was evident in her
intensive campaign in Rae
Bareli and Amethi, where she
was canvassing for brother Ra-
hul and Gandhi family’s close
associate Kishori Lal Sharma.
“Her campaign incorporated a
fair dose of randomness and
unpredictability. She stopped
anywhere and walked up to
anvone who welcomed her for

Congress workers say Privanka Gandhi has energised the local party cadre after taking charge of campaigning in Rae Barel and Amethi

an interaction.” said a Con-
gress spokesperson.

Most palpably, her taking
charge of the campaign ener-
gised Congress workers in the
twin constituencies. In her
maiden address to party work-
ers, Privanka said they had to
pull up their socks and be
ready to work 20 hours a day.

Those working with Pri-
vanka said ‘Didi’ (as she is af-
fectionately called) led by ex-
ample. “She began her day
with a quick strategy meet and
hit the road by 10.30am, re-
turning as late as 1ipm.” a

team member said.

“After returning, she con-
vened meetings to finalise the
next day’'s schedule and retired
only after midnight.” he add-
ed. Her speeches generally be-
gan with warm greetings and an
apology if she had reached the
venue late, “Mera abhivadan
sweekar Eijive aap sab aur maaf
kifivega thodi si vilamb ke live.
Aapko dhoop mein baithna pada
(Please accept my greetings, and
apologies for coming late and
making vou wait in the sun),”
she said, at times mentioning the
reason for the delay.

Her poll pitch has been sharp
and she has been quick to re-
spond to barbs and issues raised
by the saffron camp. But more
than these, Privanka’s personal
touch has added to the enthusi-
asmof local people and workers,

“The respect Privanka
shows to Sharma — who was
dubbed as her ‘peon’ by some
BJP leaders — has also been
appreciated,” said a Congress
supporter. “Kishori Bhaiva ne
aap sabka bahut khayval rakha
hai itne saal. Wo aapke aur hu-
mare rishtey ka pul hain. Is
baar pratyashi ban ke aaye

hain. Hum sab ko mil ke inki
Jeet sunishchit karni hai (All
these years, brother Kishori
has acted as a bridge between
vou and the party leadership.
He is the candidate this time
and we have to ensure his vic-
tory),” Privanka said during a
public meeting,

Often in her speeches, Pri-
vanka has swiftly changed gears
to ageressively attack BJP PM
Modiand the party’s candidates
before softening her tone again
to explain to the people the im-
portance of their vote, In a pub-
lic meeting, she called Amethi

and Rae Bareli “her family”
and, with teary eves, narrated
how Amethi helped her recover
from the tragic death of her fa-
ther as she went from village to
village to build the Congress
organisation in 1999 for her
mother’s first election.

At a meeting in Kamalganyj,
when a woman talked about the
problem of stray cattle while
another recalled how she ben-
efited from the self-help group
network evolved during Ra-
hul's tenure as Amethi MP
Privanka seized the moment to
target the saffron camp. “The
BJP played politics and got the
SHG scheme closed.”

During a ‘nukkad sabha’ in
Naseerabad, a youth walked
up to Privanka and pointed to
a statue of former PM Rajiv
Gandhi, urging her to offer
floral tributes, Privanka de-
scended from the stage and
almost ran to the statue, with
the crowd following her,

“*She’s running on pure re-
solve, She barely eats through
the dav. Foxnuts and ‘nimbu
pani’ are her staple. At times,
she prefers a ‘parantha achaar’
roll and eats in between public
meetings,” said a Congress
functionary.
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Shinde banks on connect in ground
zero of battle for Balasaheb legacy

BJP hopes onions won’t

Manoj Badgeri | TNN

Thane: Supporters of the erst-
while undivided Shiv Sena may
still be in two minds as to which
faction to favour with their vote.
However, in Thane on Mumbai's
outskirts, it is not unusual to find
Shiv Sainiks who take part in ral-
lies taken out by both factions.

“Deep inside, Sainiks know
what is right and wrong for them
and will express it through their
vote on June 4, says an old-timer.

Whether to stick with Uddhav
Thackeray or shift allegiance to
CM Eknath Shinde is a dilemma
that is central to these LS polls in
Maharashtra. In all, there are 13
seats where the two Senas are pit-
ted against each other. And, as the
polls in Maharashtra enter the fi-
nal leg, Thane - a citadel of the
undivided Shiv Sena and a rapidly
growing urban cluster —is likely to
see A close fight on May 20,

Two of the district’s three LS
seats — Kalyan and Thane — are
represented by Sena MPs: Kalyan
by CM's son D Shrikant Shinde
and Thane by Uddhav's nominee
Rajan Vichare. Control over the
region will be seen as passing to the
rightful claimant to the legacy of
the late Anand Dighe, Sena stal-
wart who grew the party in the
district under Balasaheb Thae-
kerayv's leadership. In recent years,
Dighe has been deified through a
Marathi film that portrays him as
a messiah of the underprivileged.

For CM Shinde, who was men-
tored by Dighe and has spent most
of his three-decade-long career
nurturing the constituency as his
hometown, winning Thane has
enormous significance. Apart from
helping him retain his salience in
state and national politics, it will
give him the political heft to tackle
the upcoming assembly polls in
October Shinde has fielded former
mavor and close aide Naresh
Mhaske as the Mahayvuti candidate

IT'S ALL ABOUT MAKING THE RIGHT MOVES

from Thane. With the local civic
body (which has no elected corpo-
rators currently) and at least two
assembly segments in Thane city
with Shinde’s Sena, Mhaske has
the upper hand, though support
from BJP, which has an equally
strong base here, 1s crucial.

Indeed, the district was largely
a BJP stronghold till it was wrested
by Shiv Sena in assembly and local-
body polls. Using a blend of Hindu-
tva and regional pride, stalwarts
such as Dighe and Shinde have held
it for nearly 25 vears, with the ex-
ception of 2009. Of course, it has
helped that BJP has not produced
a leader of stature in the state for
several years now,

The district is predominantly
an Agri-Koli and Marathi bastion,
but is gradually turning cosmeo-
politan as the industrial and ser-
vices sectors expand, bringing ina
migrant workforce. In all, the
Thane region comprises over 18
assembly segments, eight civic bod-
ies and several gram panchayats.

“The fight here will show who
inherits the legacy of Balasaheb
and Dighe. The Thackerays want
to avenge the ‘betrayal’ by Shinde
in Thane, the city where the party
won its first civic polls, while
Shinde has to justify his rebellion
and retain his dominance to
strengthen his standing with the
BJP brass,” said an observer,

Shinde is banking on vote trans-
fer from BJE In Thane alone, BJP
has four MLAs with three more in
Kalyan. So, while the Shinde fac-
tion has held sway in some of the
now-dissolved local bodies, MLAs
working under the guidance of the
state leadership retain clout in dis-
bursing aid and commissioning
public works.

During seat-sharing talks, the
CM was able to persuade deputy
CM Devendra Fadnavis and BJP's
central leadership that there was
no way his party could concede
Thane (they kept Kalyan too where
the CM’s son is the sitting MP). BJP
cadre were expected to fall in line,

but there is simmering discontent.

“Supporters of MLA Geeta Jain
from Mira Bhayender and former
BJP MLA Ganesh Naik are
miffed,” said a BJP supporter.
There's also the case of BJP MLA
Ganpat Gaikwad firing on Sena
Kalyan unit chief Mahesh Gaik-
wad inside a police station, “That’s
still on the minds of our karvakar-
tas,” he added. Gaikwad is in judi-
cial custody. Shinde’s Thane nomi-
nee Mhaske has sought to build
bridges and reach out to workers
acquainted with him sinece his days
as a vouth activist. However, he has
a formidable opponent in Rajan
Vichare, a two-time MP and Thac-
keray supporter, There is a sympa-
thy wave for the Thackerays and
they are harping on the loyalty
factor faced with the organisation-
al might of the Mahayuti.

“A prominent part of our cam-
paign is to convey how the traitors
deserted the Thackerays in a time
of need, which would never have
been tolerated by Dighe saheb,”
said a Thackeray loyalist. However,
sources close to Shinde say he has
managed Thane district well for
nearly two decades and strength-
ened his bonds with the public and
netas alike, His access to PM Nar-
endra Modi and Union home min-
ister Amit Shah is seen as a plus.

“He may not speak much, but
his loyalists know he has a planfor
everything, including fixing issues
raised by the opposition,” says a
supporter who is impressed with
sShinde’s interactions over chai and
vada pav with grassroots workers.

Shinde occasionally talks about
his humble origin as a first-gener-
ation migrant from western Maha-
rashtra who drove autorickshaws
for a living. In his trademark spot-
less white attire, rubbing shoulders
with Modi and Shah at rallies,
Shinde has been making an emo-
tional pitch: “You've supported me
all these years. lexpect this support
even now,” he says.

Ranjan.Dasgupta@timesgroup.com

Nashik: In the heart of the country’s
‘onion bowl’, Lasalgaon, Ganesh Ko-
kKane produces more than 200 quintals
of the kitchen staple every year. Auc-
tioning them for Rs 2,500-Rs 3,000 per
gquintal at APMC mandi would cover
his expenses and, in good times, even
fetch him a good profit. However, last
Nov, unseasonal rains wreaked havoc
as the crop was ready for harvest. All
he could salvage from his 25 acres was
a meagre 25 quintals.

Then, betore Kokane could recover
from the blow, the Centre announced
a ban on export of onions in the first
week of Dec. “1 was forced to sell off
my stock for Rs 1,000 a quintal. It was
a double whammy,” Ganesh said.

But his ordeal had just begun.

As moneyvlenders turned up the
heat on Kokane, he was forced to find
other sources of income. He finally
ended up as a labourer at the APMC.

“1 blame the Union govt for my
plight. Even though it lifted the em-
bargo later on, it did not help improve
the wholesale prices,” he said. Now,
he earns a paltry Rs 40 for unloading
onions from farmers’ tractors and
loading them on to traders’ vehicles.
He handles about 10-15 vehicles daily

Kokane's is not an isolated case.
Distress and anger are palpable
among nearly 8 lakh voters who are
directly or indirectly associated with
onion cultivation in the Dindori LS
seat, which comprises six assembly
segments — Nandgaon, Kalwan, Yeo-
la, Chandwad, Niphad, and Dindori.
Voting here is on May 20.

At the receiving end of the ire 1s
BJP candidate and Union minister
Bharati Pawar; who is under immense
pressure to retain the seat that the saf-
fron party has held since 2009,

Shiv Sena MLA from Nandgaon,
Suhas Kande, said Mahayuti bigwigs
are working overtime to contain farm-
ers’ resentment. “But in no way will
{Bhaskar) Bhagare's victory help sta-
bilise prices. Organisationally, Maha-
yuti is strong and that alone will en-
sure Bharati Pawar’s victory.”

Dindori
Maharashtra

VOTES ON
May 20

in 2024:
18.5 lakh

2024 FACE-OFF _—

Mahayuti | /’f

Bharati Pawar (EIP) _,
Maha Vikas 2019 LS POLL PERFORMANCE
Aghadi | Winner "
Bhiskar Bharati Pawar (BJP) Il 5.7 lakh
Bhagare Runner-up
[ Dhanraj Mahale (NCP) m

leave it weepy in Dindori

Bhagare, a schoolteacher, is the NCP
(SCP) nominee. Party insiders say
their chief Sharad Pawar picked him
for his clean image and popularity

A BJP politician, who did not want
to be named, said farmers snub them
when they visit villages for campaign-
ing. “To placate them, we are high-
lighting the multiple schemes run by
the Centre, including the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi that provides Rs 6,000
annually to marginal farmers.”

In April, residents of Malwadi put
up a board requesting the current MP
not to visit their village. “Before the
ban came into effect, we were getting
Rs 2,500-Rs 3,000 per quintal. Now,
prices have dropped while fertilisers
and petrol have become dearer;” said
Ganesh Ahire of Nandgaon taluk.

While accepting that Bharati
Pawar faces the ire of onion growers,
a state Cabinet minister said: “The
unseasonal rain severely hit the crop
in Dindori. Had the Centre not banned
exports, there would've been huge
shortages in the country. That
would've complicated matters for
NDA, especially in urban areas.”

What has further queered the
pitch for BJP is CPI(M) nominee Je-

eva Pandu Gavit's withdrawal from
the race. CPI{M) had fielded Gavit in
2019, too and he had got more than one
lakh votes. Anticipating that Gavit
might repeat his performance and
take away anti-BJP votes, Sharad
Pawar convinced the CPI{M) brass to
pull him from the race.

Bharati Pawar; however, claims the
opposition is misleading farmers.
*When Sharad Pawar was the Union
agriculture minister under UPA,
prices of onion had dropped drasti-
cally several times. But since this is
election season, the opposition is rak-
ing up the issue,” she said.

BJP had poached Bharati Pawar
from NCP before the 2019 elections,
eiving her the ticket instead of the
then MP Harischandra Chavan.

Bhagare, a political greenhorn,
faced the setback of four party MLAs
switching to deputy CM Ajit Pawar’s
NCP camp. But he hopes farmers’ ire
will see anti-BJP voters rally around
him. “Given the anger among onion
growers, my opponent’s defeat is cer-
tain. Though our MLAS have deserted
us, we are counting on Sharad Pawar’s
popularity among the farmers,”
Bhagare said at a campaign rally

Revival instinct: ‘Little Europe’ clings to last vestiges of its heritage

Zeeshan Jawed &
Falguni Banerjee | TNN

Kolkata: Much before the British

founded Calcutta (now Kolkata),
“Little Europe” had already start-
ed taking shape in pockets of Gan-

getic Bengal.

The first European colony in
Bengal was established by the Por-
tuguese in Bandel on the Ganges
riverbank in the early 16th cen-
tury. The Dutch followed in Chin-
surah, the French in Chandan-
nagar (formerly Chandernagore),
the British in Calcutta and, finally;

the Danes in Serampore.

These former colonial enclaves,
which are now part of the Ser-
ampore and Hooghly parliamen-
tary constituencies, will vote to-
dav. The approximately 20 lakh
electors in these seats want their

representatives and both state and

central govis to revive tourism,
restore the architectural relics,
preserve their heritage and renew

trade and commerce,

The towns, roughly 60km north
of Kolkata, started flourishing in
trade and commerce and wit-
nessed an influx of capital, becom-
ing home to some of the biggest
riverine ports. The foreign rulers
also brought in their cuisine, cul-
ture and architecture and con-
structed churches and mansions,

With Kolkata acquiring more
significance under the British in
the 18th century, the “Little Eu-
rope” settlements were relegated
to the background as their mag-
nificent architectural heritage
began crumbling and their cuisine
disappeared and trade dwindled.

“These places have been re-
duced to being mofussil (subur-
ban) towns that are bursting at the
seams, The state of infrastructure
is abysmal, the drainage system is
a mess and unplanned real estate
development has affected the qual-
ity of living,” said Soumen Baner-
jee, a former English professor at
Serampore College, which was

built in 1827,

Chandannagar Strand

Bam:lei {:humh

Towns lining
Hooghly river
are dotted with
structures
dating back to
the days when
European
traders were
setting up bases
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The locals feel the areas have
great potential for tourism by vir-
tue of their tangible and intangi-
ble heritage,

“These towns have been hold-
ing on to traces of their European
heritage in public spaces, build-
ings and culture. The colonial ar-
chitecture, cultural practices and
memaories in “Little Europe” are
now at risk due to rapid urbanisa-
tion. They need urgent conserva-
tion measures and a solid revival
plan,” said Susmita Mukherjee,
who runs a café in Bandel.

West Bengal Tourism is pro-
moting these areas along the
Hooghly and showcasing the set-
tlements of European traders
around its banks.

To preserve and document the
heritage, UK and India have joint-
Iy funded The Hugli River of Cul-
tures Project.

A team of academic research-
ers, who reside in and around
Chandannagar, and partner teams
from the University of Liverpool

and the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Kharagpur, are collaborat-
ing on the project.

“Several monuments, includ-
ing churches and public spaces,
have already been restored. The
number of tourists visiting these
places has also risen,” said an of-
ficial of the tourism department.

Restoration of The Denmark
Tavern, using traditional con-
struction technigques and materi-
als, has not only drawn tourists
and spurred public interest but
also rekindled hopes for the resto-
ration of other heritage monu-
ments in a way that benefits the
local economy. The tavern, dating
back to the 1780s, served as a hang-
out offering drinks, books and
recreational activities to Europe-
an visitors.

“The restoration of the Danish
tavern can be used as an example
for other places of historical im-
portance,” said Anirban Ghosh,
who conducts heritage walks in
various areas of “Little Europe”,
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of Movable and Immovable property of the Company for the
Financial Year 2024-2025.

Mysore Sales International Limited (MSIL) is a Government
of Karnataka Undertaking, involved in marketing multifarious
goods & services for more than five decades. The Company
operates many divisions such as Beverage, Paper/ Stationary,
Chit Fund, Pharmacy, Tours & Travels, Industrial Products,
Consumer Products and Export and |Import throughout
Karnataka, Delhi and Mumbai.

Mysore Sales International Limited invites application on the
undemoted prescribed format from the leading insurance
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Kindly refer the advertisement for male/ female
veterinary graduates for Short Service Commission
in Remount Veterinary Corps of the INDIAN ARMY
published in newspapers on 25 Apr 2024,

The last date of submission of application form is

company who fulfill the eligibility criteria mentioned hereunder EIEHdEd from 20 May 2024 to 03 Jun 2024,

and conditions mentioned.

The profile of the firm along with the requisite supporting
documents should be uploaded in the prescribed format
in the e-portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). Manual
applications shall not be accepted.

The Company reserves the right to amend or modify the
eligibility criteria as deemed fit to suit its requirement,

Sd/- Chief Financial Officer

o JceanT &+ i O

Note
1. Recruitment in the Army IS totally transparent and (ree. Beware of touts
visit www.joinindianarmy.nic.in

CBC 10601/11/0019/2425

2. For detalleq Motihcation

JOINT REGISTRAR OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES AND COMPETENT AUTHORITY

FOR M/S. SEVENHILLS SOUHARDA SAHAKARI COOPERATIVE LTD.,
3rd Floor, A Block, TTMC Building, Shantinagar, Bengaluru- 27. Tel:080-22220066, e-mail:kpidfe@gmail.com

No. CA7/SVN3B/1/2024-25 Dated: 20-05-2024
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR CALLING CLAIMS RELATING TO
M/S. SEVENHILLS SOUHARDA SAHAKARI COOPERATIVE LTD

Public Notice under Section 7(2) of the Karnataka Protection of Interest of Depositors in Financial Establishments
Act, 2004 (KPIDFE) calling for submission of claims from the secured creditors and depositors of M/s. Sevenhills
Souharda Sahakari Cooperative Ltd.

Claim forms will be issued at the office of the Special Officer, & Competent Authority, ( IMA & Other KPID Cases) 4th
Floor, Podium block, Vishveshwaraiah Tower, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Road, Bengaluru-560001 to the depositor/
authorized representative/nominee and in the absence of the nominee, the power of attorney holder on production of
identity proof and proof of investment such as original copies of Baonds, official letter and PoA documents.

Starting date of issuing claim applications 21/05/2024 10-00 AM
Last date for submission of claim applications 19/06/2024 05-30 PM

DOCUMENTS TO BE PRODUCED FOR VERIFICATION:
1. Original ID-Aadhar, PAN/EPIC with xerox for attestation.
2. Bank pass sheets 2 months prior to date of investment to till date in - M/s. Sevenhills Souharda Sahakari
Cooperative Ltd. duly attested by the bank manager to be furnished,
3. Copy of passbook with copy of pages showing KYC.
4. Original Bonds / Agreements / Notarized Affidavits/Other Substitute Documents issued.
5. General power of attorney in the case of Authorized Agent and statutory documents shall be produced in the
original.
6. Where copies are allowed as support documents, either ink signed attested clear xerox copy of every page shall
be provided or original shall be provided alongside xerox copy for attestation by concerned officer. Scans /
WhatsApp copies are not acceptable,
f.Passbook Issued by FE
8. As per Section 7(4) and 7(5) of the Act, the secured creditors are required to value the security before the expiry
period of 1 month from 21/05/2024 and send it along with their claim statements, failing which the competent
authority shall get the valuation of the security to the best of its judgement which shall be binding on the secured
creditors.
In case of death or hospitalization of the depositor, his nominees/heirs have to submit the following documents as
proof for their identity and investment.

g|. | Depositors/
N c.; Depositor's
‘| Nominees

Documents to be submitted.

Depositors should submit the documents duly notarised with Notary/Gazetted Officer/ and with

1 Depositors
P self-declaration.

1. Death certificate of the depositor
2 Nominee |2. Family tree (To be obtained from Tahsildar)
3. Nominee should self-attest the above documents.
1. Death Certificate of the depositor
2. Family tree (To be obtained from the Tahsildar)
3 | Legal heirs 3. Death certificate of the specific nominee (Specific Nomination of the Death Certificate)
4. Legal heir's Certificate — Court Order
5. Legal Heir should submit self-attested above documents.
6. Consent from other Legal heirs
1. Documents supporting hospitalization of the depositor. (In case of critical iliness, a report
PoA — |from Medical Officer should be submitted)
4 iﬁwer of |2. Apostilled copy citizen card and passport in case of depositor residing outside India.
orney

2

3. For Sl. No. (1) and (2) notarised Power of Attorney certificate should be submitted.
4. POA holder should submit self-attested above documents.
1
2

. Death certificate of depositor.
. Document regarding appointment of guardian.
3. Self-attested documents of above.

Applicants submitting the claim applications should submit the below mentioned documents as proof of
investments in M/s Sevenhills Souharda Sahakari Cooperative Ltd..

5 Guardian of
minor

s|. Depusitur_s.f _
No. Depositor's Documents to be submitted.
Nominees
1. Copy of front page of passbook with photograph.
Pigmy 2. Pigmy Deposit Passbook issued by the financial establishment
1 Deposit |3. Transaction Statement page in Passbook of claimed amount.
*Depositors/Nominees/Legal Heirs/PoA holders must submit the above documents duly
attested by Notary/Gazetted Officers/self.
1. Copy of front page of passbook with photograph.
Fived 2. Deposit Bond/ Certificate/Fixed Deposit Certificate/Other
2 Deposit  |3. Transaction Statement page in Passbook of claimed amount.
*Depositors/Nominees/Legal Heirs/PoA holders must submit the above documents duly
attested by Notary/Gazetted Officers/self.
1. Copy of front page of passbook with photograph.
TS 2. Cumulative Deposit Certificate
3 Deposit 3. Transaction Statement page in Passbook of claimed amount.
*Depositors/Nominees/Legal Heirs/PoA holders must submit the above documents duly
attested by Notary/Gazetted Officers/self.
1. Copy of front page of passbook with photograph.
. 2. Recurring Deposit Passbook issued by the financial establishment
Recurring : ; :
4 Deposit 3. Transaction Stgtement page in Passbook of claimed amount.
*Depositors/Nominees/Legal Heirs/PoA holders must submit the above documents duly
attested by Notary/Gazetted Officers/self.

* Any application received after the last date fixed for submission of claims under Section 7(3) of the KPIDFE Act
shall not be accepted under the provisions of the Act.

* Any claim based on concocted documents or forged documents shall be rejected and criminal action will be initiated
against such applicants.

* For more information regarding the procedures for submission of applications, applicants may contact the Office of
the Special Officer & Competent Authority, (IMA & Other KPID Cases), 4th Floor, Podium block, Vishveshwaraiah
Tower, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Road, Bengaluru-560001

* Applicants who have invested in more than one scheme in M/s.Sevenhills Souharda Sahakari Cooperative Limited
must submit the claims in separate applications.

Note that the depositors of the FE who had earlier submitted their claims in response to the public notice dated
25.07.2019 to the previous Competent Authority, Assistant Commissioner, Kolar Sub division are also required to

submit fresh claim application now in response to this Public Notice. -

Competent Authority of M/s.Sevenhills Souharda Sahakari Cooperative Ltd.

DIPR/CP/071/Zenkar/2024-25

3 rules to remember
when using AEPS*

to make payments

(*AEPS - Aadhaar Enabled Payment System)

Airana Bhandar
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Be aware of these rules and prevent
yourself from frauds

Rule 1: Verify credentials of the Business Correspondent/Operator
by asking for an 1D proof

Rule 2: Check if any additional paper/transparent film, etc.
is attached to the fingerprint scanning device

Rule 3: Insist on a transaction slip and check details for every
AEPS transaction, even failed transactions

Remember, if an SMS is received that a transaction has been made
without your authorisation, report it to your bank immediately.
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Issued in public interest by
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For more details, visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/aeps 128) RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
[=] For feedback, write to rbikehtahai@rbi.org.in | www.rbi.org.in

With The Economic Times’

insightful election coverage,

you can cut through the clutter

| and get to the stories that matter.

4 Catch all the action on
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CONTRAPUNTO

We have to free half of the human race, the women,
so that they can help to free the other half

-EMMELINE PANKHURST

Don’t Play This Game

Poll rhetoric that weaponsises
women victims is a new low

omen voters outnumbered men in the May 13 phase of

g ;g ,J elections in Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and Bengal. In Lok

Sabha election 2019 the gap between male and female turn-

out ended - women voted at higher rates than men for the first time.

Of course, far fewer women are registered as electors, but fact is for

political parties, women are in focus - in election campaigns and in

policy initiatives. These have included BJP and Modi's extensively

ramped up outreach to women voters, JDU's prohibition policy,

Odisha’s umbrella policy that included ‘changing attitudes’, and
Bengal’s enhanced compensation for grassroots women govt workers.

But such focus has a dark underbelly. No Lok Sabha election has
seen the weaponsing of violence-against-women to this extent. The
Swati Maliwal case isonly the latest in a string of high-profile cases
where political brass, even a constitutional authority, and/or their
associates, have been accused of physical violence and sexual
assault. Such allegations should mean swift
investigation and closure, whether Sandesh-
khali or Hassan Lok Sabha candidate Prajwal
Revanna's videos, or allegations against
Bengal governor Ananda Bose,

On Swati Maliwal’s FIR, her alleged abuser
hasbeenarrested. Yet, politicians will notallow
the Rajya Sabha MP the space she requires to
de-traumatise but have embarked on making
the case a trial by election. Maliwal's status
and position helped her seek police help and
demand justice. What victims in other cases
have faced is an invisibilisation of their trauma,
yet at the same time, a greater fear of their
identities made public. Several victims in Prajwal Revanna’s case
have had toflee their villages and hamlets, their privacy destroved with-
out a stab at justice. A special court has finally issued an arrest
warrant against Prajwal, who is still at large outside the country.

The political slugfest started before poll season - to last year’s
video from Manipur that shook the nation into demanding central
action into the months-long violence and killings. At the party-
level, the response was to accuse Rajasthan and Bengal of being
“more unsafe for women”. Cut to election season, and allegations
that erupted of sexual abuse by politicians in Bengal's Sandeshkhali
drove campaign speeches.

The political tit-for-tat rhetoric, plaving ‘protector’, on survivors
1s reprehensible. It is a new dehumanising of victims, and highlights
mostly the decay in investigative institutions and alignment of police
with political powers-victims be damned.

UNCUET

NTA's exam prep still leaves much to be desired.
Too many students are paying the price
In its inaugural vear the CUET-UG exam stretched up to Aug 30,

one painful glitch after another: In 2023, it wrapped up by July 5,
snags remained but were dramatically reduced. So when NTA
released the May 15-24 schedule for this year, its brevity representeda
larger promise of a much pleasanter exam experience, But halfway
through, this promise hasalready proved false for too many students.
Delhi doldrums | All the candidates appearing at test centres
across Delhi got a rude jolt on the eve of the very first exam day, with
the scheduled tests postponed to May 29 “due to unavoidable reasons”.
Subsequent exam days have also seen complaints galore, These range
from malfunctioning biometric systems to unsanitary washrooms,
broken fans, and over-casual invigilation.
Kanpur woes | Also sitting for exams on
May 29 will be the unfortunate students froma
Kanpur exam centre, who were handed the
wrong question papers. Students from an
. Indore centre have similarly complained that
| | they were given the Chemistry paper in English,
gﬁ; despite having selected the Hindioption. Poor
I | -oparations for the hot weather have also
been reported from places other than Delhi, such as Lucknow.
Meghalayva murmurs | From Meghalaya there are reports of a
stampede-like situation because of poor coordination between NTA
and a Shillong test centre. While this listing can go on, the point issurely
already clear. The quality control of test centresthat was the biggest
challenge in 2022, still leaves much to be desired. Note that only the
pen-and-paper exams have taken place so far When the computer-
based tests commence tomorrow, the tech challenge will come into play.
And NTA must rise to it. The agency must deliver fairplay for all the
13 lakh students who have registered for CUET-UG across 380 cities.

Ebony in India

On foreign spouses,

desi parents and rough relations
Bikram Vohra

They just celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary Was it just
the other day in1979 my friend *trunk called’ from Houston (only
three minutes) and said, hey I'm getting hitched tomorrow, no
one knows, coming home next week, be at the airport, this might
be rough. 1 said, why rough, good on you. He said remember

- Ebony, Imarried her. I said, oh, okay, oops, whatever, she is lovely:
The night before the flight he called home and told them he had got married
and was arriving Monday with her Shocked parents reeled for a while, mummy
went into woe is me, dad was stoic and grandma said at least the children would be
fair, chalo that was a plus point.

Except, Ebony (Ebs to her friends and admirers) is an Afro-American, like
burnished coal, stunningly beautiful, a nuclear physicist to boot, even more
breathtaking than current supermodel Nyakim Gatwech.

With me being the only one privy to this bridal information, we all trooped
up to Palam airport just afier midnight. His family was there en masse,

nervously excited about meeting their American bahu. Garlands
m ; were held in hands trembling with anticipation and a few relatives

and neighbours had also fetched up, buoyed by a mix of curiosity,
envy and conjecture, what would this phoren bride be like...blonde
and blue eves...hmmmm.

The flight landed and weary passengers staggered out in post Immigration &
Customsclumps. ThenIsaw himand her. Somewhere Eb had been tutored that the
Indian way of greeting was to prostate yourself in front of yvour in-laws. Which
she now proceeded to do on the cold airport floor under the Arrivals sign.

Not that it mattered. The fam went into fibrillation, the neighbours grinned
with glee, no blue eyes here and relatives pretended all was well as they
exchanged triumphant glances, this was a winner in the social stakes, how the
mighty had fallen, send children abroad, vahi hotha hai.

The entourage reached home, mummy leapt into bed with palpitations,
daddy, always so liberal, froze into a ‘how could you do this to us’ posture and
sundry rishtedars commiserated about today’s voungsters and their values as
tension zinged through the house. Nofair babies here.

The couple moved to a hotel the next morning. He called me and said bring
the car, wemust get out of here. Wedroveaway with Ebwondering what she had
done to invite such wrath. They never came back. But they have three adult
kids and a great marriage. You think Sam Pitroda was racist. Look within and
ask what are we if not...then what.
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VOCAL DALITS, SILENT MUSLIMS

Notes and whispers from travels in UP in poll season @ Yogi’s made UP better
e Strong opposition is necessary @ MPs don't inspire @ Who'll lead Dalits?

Anand.Soondas @timesgroup.com

Life confuses Amit Sharma. Elections
too. Not very long ago he had three
taxis in Ghaziabad, with all-India
permits. Then, during Covid, he lost
two of his cars. Back at square one, he
said, “I'll need to work my heart out to
retrieve the vehicles T had to let go.”
Ferrving passengers in the middle of the
poll season in UP, where voting in its
80 constituencies is spread over seven
phases, he was amused elections could
throw up such tough choices,

400 one too many? | Articulating a senti-
ment often heard while travelling across
UE Sharma said he agonised over weeks
whether he should vote for the dispensa-
tion in office or look for a formidable

POLLITICS

Special Series on Elections

rival, “just tostrengthen the opposition”.
Administrations, he said, should be on
their toes todo their best work for citizens.

“And that can happen when numbers
in Parliament aren’t so utterly skewed.
Too much concentration of power
leads to misuse. Badhiva virodhi dal
toh bilkul chahive (A robust opposition is
absolutely necessary).” In Shahjahan-
pur, trader Pulkit Garg said he'd feel
“uncomfortable” if BJP did go on to win
“400 seats as promised”. His vote for the saffron
party, he is quick to clarify: “Just that it's not good
for democracy.”

Missing Behenji | Mavawati's ‘absence’ from the
political arena suddenly seems to have hit home among
large sections of Dalits in the state. In these elections
more than any other, SC voters are feeling the vacuum.
Whether Nagina with a sizeable Dalit presence or
Hathras, where the killing of a yvoung woman and the
quick disposal of her remains in 2020 had shaken the
country, members across its various sub-groups spoke
of astrong BSP with longing.

Vociferous in their calls for ‘leaders’ and organisa-
tions who would clearly prioritise the cause of the
downtrodden, they hoped for Behenji's resurgence and
Chandrasekhar Azad's rise. They often mentioned
words like ‘identity’ and ‘existence’. “It'd have been an

easler decision for many among us to take,” said Sanoj
Nigam, a teacher, in Muzaffarnagar. Asked if he, too,
was afraid the Constitution could be tweaked by aparty
that manages to get an overwhelming majority post
these elections, he answered, “I personally don’t think
so, but in debates with my friends and relatives, it does
come up quite a bit. There is some apprehension, for
sure. INDIA played this well.”

Agniveer has been a sore point.

Young people also spoke about paper
leaks and joblessness...It's premature to
say Congress is on comeback trail, given
how it frittered away opportunities the
last decade, but it found frequent
mention as an alternative, especially

by Dalits and Muslims

Silence speaks | At a bustling workshop in Meerut's
Ghantaghar, a group of young Muslim men asked to
see my ‘press card’ before replyving to a few questions.

“Sorry,” one of them apologised. “We need to know
who we're talking to.”

They then went on to say how they follow political
news and developments on social media but restrain
themselves as much as possible from speaking out. “It
takes nothing for things to flare up. We've never profited
from a polarised election. We'resilent, we're afraid and
we're careful. But I feel there will be greater voting by
us this time. We've chosen candidates and parties with
some care. Votes won't be split unnecessarily. Not just
in UP I think that's the guiding thought
elsewhere too. Let'ssee...”

India shining | The new Ram Mandir in
Avodhya has filled many Hindu hearts
with pride and joy As have reports of
the “disappearance of stone-pelters” in
Kashmir. UCC and CAA were hardly
mentioned at chaupals and street corner
addas during exchanges and altercations,
but India’s “growing stature” in the globe
was in discussion.

However, even the staunchest of some
BJP supporters complained that a bunch
of the party’s MPs had become lazy and
stopped nursing their constituencies.
“All they keep doing is Modi-Modi,”
hotelier Samrat Gupta =aid in Bareilly
“And thev now talk about UP’'s improving
law and order situation. Shouldn't that be
left to Yogi Adityanath as the CM to brag
about? MPs hardly broach local issues. A
lot of people are extremely upset with
them for ignoring their seats, Elections
can't beabout the Centrealone.”

Building roads | In catchment areas for
army jobs-large swathes in UP - Agniveer
has been a sore point. Young people also
spoke about paper leaks and joblessness. And ves,
roads. Evervone wanted shinv thoroughfares. In fact,
in Farrukhabad one of the biggest grouses against the
sitting MP was that he'd done little on that front. A
persistent remenstrance was:; “Look at districts like
Mainpuri. We demand an expressway to take us where
the prosperousregions have gone.”

It may be premature to say Congress 1s on a certain
comeback trail in UR, having frittered away opportunities,
lost comrades — or sat in sullen silence as they jumped
ship — in the past decade and more, but the frequency
with which it was mentioned as an alternative, especially
by Dalits and Muslims, was somewhat striking. Thereis,
of course, vast ground to cover. But it's something the
Gandhi siblings would perhaps do well to build on,

Chad Crowe

UP votes today (14 seats) in the fifth of its 7-phase polls

Flying For Democracy: IAF & Voting

Air force works closely with EC to transport election manpower and equipment for every polling
booth. There are challenges aplenty. These are also overcome away from public limelight

Manmohan Bahadur

Indian armed forces have a halo of
being protectors of the nation - which
they surely are. However, there is also
anot too publicised side of their work,
as nation-builders. The foundation of
our Republicisour seculardemocratic
base, and holding of free and fair elections is the
cornerstone of nation-building. With the ongoing
general elections to the 18th Lok Sabha too, as in the
past, vital aid is being provided by the Indian air force,

Foundational airlifts | LAF started its life in free India
through its emergency airlift of army troops to
Srinagar valley on October 27,1947, to save Kashmir
from Pakistaniraiders. This is how the map of India
was stabilised into the form we see to date,

There was also the year-long airlift to the besieged
Poonch garrison, with [AF Dakotas landing (inclu-
ding at night)on amakeshift kutcha runway to supply
food and armament to the civilians and army troops.
[AF's decades-long air dropping supply missions in
the outlying border areas of Northeast (where
road connectivity was non-existent) fulfilled one
additional vital need of the populace - that of an
emotional connect with the ‘mainland’.

Of course, in the four wars thrust on us, the offen-
sive element of IAF came to the fore.

The work relationship with EC | What the man on the
street is not conversant with is the fact that nonational
poll can be completed without the involvement of IAFE
As the 2024 elections move toward the concluding
phases, the role of 1AF continues to be discussed only
in driblets in media. But it is crucial and here is how
it happens.

@® Election Commission of India holds meetings
with air headguarters, represented by Assistant Chief
of Air Staff looking after operations of transport
aircraft and helicopters -ACAS (T&H), many months
before elections start.

@ Initially it’s just an outline of ECI requirements
that are spelt out, region-wise and state-wise. As time
progresses, these meetings increase in frequency, with
details of election manpower and equipment that have
to be transported for every district and polling booth.
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order situation deteriorates or someone in a polling
party falls sick and requires replacement.

The massive 2024 exercise | While the air warriors on
the flightline ensure timely task completion through
their flving, in the Directorate of ACAS(T&H) there is
never a dull moment and the ACAS’s cell phone never
stops ringing. I write this from the experience of holding
the ACAS position in 2009 when elections were held in
five phases—this year there are seven!!

In just the first phase this vear, according to EC,
TAF flew 439 sorties, the highest being in Maharashtra
where 850 officials for 206 polling booths in the Naxal-
affected areas were deploved (and brought back).
Similarly, 1,000 personnel were positioned in 156
polling stations in the violence-affected Bastar area.

The flying effort required to transport troops by
transport airceraft would be huge too. Going by past
dataavailable in mediaonecan easily expect around
1,000 hours of helicopter flyving - and transport
aircraft flying hours in hundreds by the time the
elections get over onJune 1.

Thereafter, the task of de-induction of police
forces back to their bases by heavy lift transport

S aircraft would start.

R : Your duty, their duty | Are there hiccups in the three-

@ Alsoadded on is the humongous requirement of
movement of police and central para-military personnel,
which could be from one end of the countryv toanother -
literally anywhere to anywhere.

@ So, one is talking of heavy lift aircraft like C-17
and 11-76 for troop transportation down to the complete
helicopter inventory of Mil7, ALH Dhruv and the
Chetak/Cheetah fleet for the last-mile carriage of EC
poll parties to inaccessible and insurgent-prone areas.

@® And these requirements change if the law and

month period of electioneering? Of course there are,
but have vou ever heard of polling not taking place ata
remote polling booth at 14,000ft in the Ladakh hills due
to non-deployment of a polling party?

So, as vou look at your inked finger signifying
completion of your duty of electing yvour govt, spare a
thought for the men and women in blue who have done
their part in this endeavour of nation-building.

Alr Vice Marshal Bahadur (refd) served as Assistant Chief
af Air Staff

Calvin & Hobbes
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We need

the tonic of
wildness...Al
the same time
thirt we are
garnest to
explore and
learn all things, we require that all
things be mysterious and unexplorable,
that land and sea be indefinitely wild,
unsurveved and unfathomed by us...

Henry D Thoreau

Romancing Honeybees That Give Us Life

Narayani Ganesh

T hen the bee population dies
g ;F\ ,." out, it will spell the end of life
on earth, conclude scientific

researchers who areringing alarm bells
to conserve and respect bees. Hence, we
have a special World Bee Day, and this
yvear's theme is ‘Bee Engaged with
Youth'. The idea is to get voung people
involved in creating awareness of the
importance of beesasaspeciesthatis
integral to the continuation of our
ecosystem, and for our very survival.
What comes to mind is the charming
depiction of Kamadev's bow and arrows
Madhuvasti Dhanush, the bow;, is
made of sugarcane; the arrows are
fragrant flowers, and the bowstring is
composed of bees. His vehicle isthe
parrot. Asthe counterpart of Cupidin
Hindumythology, Kamadev-known as
Manmada, one whoagitates the mind
and as Madana, one who intoxicates -

symbolises love and romance, Perhaps
bees in this case indicate fertility, vital
for propagation of life and desire, the
seed of creation. Kama isthesonof
Vishnuand Lakshmi, and hisconsort is
Rati. In other puranic references, he is
the manasaputra-mind-born son - of
the god of creation, Brahma,

When Shiva was in deep
meditation, the voung,
handsome Kama was sent
todistract him. When he
shothis love arrow, a
disturbed Shiva opened his
third eve, reducing Kamato
ashes. The story goesthat
Kama was reborn on earth
as the eldest son of Krishnaand
Rukmini, as Pradyumna.

Kama, which means eroticdesire in
Sanskrit, is the reason why life comes
into being. The Rig Veda describes
creation of the universe asarising out
of divine desire, intense heat, resulting

the underworld.

inasituation similar tothe scientific
theory of the big bang and this was
followed by formation of celestial
bodies and germination of life. In
mythology, the bee isseen as the sacred
bridge between the natural world and

Bees are pollinators; they feed on
honey inflowers, and when they
rub theirlegs together, the
£ 20 pollen sticks tothem and is
dsaz carriedforthtoother places,
v enabling propagation of
species. The Smithsonian
describes the process thus:
THE SPEAKING TREE ‘Pollination is anessential
part of plant reproduction.
Pollen from a flower’s anthers, that is,
the male part of the plant, rubs or drops
onto a pollinator who carries this to
another flower, where the pollen sticks to
the stigma, the female part. The fertili-
sed flower later vields fruits and seeds.”
Notonly do bees act as pollinators,

propagating life, they store the collected
honey in their hives which beekeepers
harvest for human consumption. The
virtues of honey as healing agent have
been well-known since ancient times.
The shelf life of pure honey is almost
infinite. Tombs of pharaohs have been
discovered to contain pure honey in
sealed jars that are unspoiled and edible
even after centuries.

It is no surprise, therefore, that bees
have been venerated as life-givers in
mythologies across cultures. In some
stories they are seen as creators, in
others, as sustainers. Other pollinators
like buttertflies, beetles, moths and
hummingbirds have not gained the
primacy given to bees as ace pollinators,
as their reach and extent of work far
exceeds those of others. Hence the
oft-heard saying, ‘Busyasabee’-the
hardworking species that ensures life
goes on.

ganeshnarayaniwyahoo.com




US Inflation Momentum Slows
But Housing, Services Stay Hot

» Inflation in US urban areas, indicated by
Consumer Price Index-U, rose at 0.3% in April,
shedding momentum from 0.4% in March
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» Other goods and services,
excluding food and energy, saw
a 0.3% increase in prices, mostly

» Energy costs went up by 1.1% in April, mainly
due to a 2.8% rise in gasoline prices

» Food prices stayed the same in April, but

groceries at home got slightly cheaper by 0.2%
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Kyunki SIP< can help
you create wealth in
the long term.
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[ hope you're not
making a monkey
out of us.

Invest small
amounts in mutual
funds regularly and

aim to create wealth
over long term.

Mere jaisa smart
bano. SIP karo.

Visil hitpsigrp hebo/KY Cr wort. one-lime Know Your Customer (KYC) process, complaints redressal process including SEBI SCORES [hitps/hwaww. scores. govin). Invesiors should only deal with Registered Mutual Funds, to be verified on SEBI website under Intermediaries/Market
infrastructura Institutions (hitps2weaw sebi.govin/intermediaries. html). Investors may refer to the section on Investor Education on the website of HSBC Mutual Fund for the details on all investor Education and Awareness Initiatives undertaken by HSBC Mutual Fund.

An Investor Education

& Awareness Initiative by
HSBC Mutual Fund

Mutual Fund investments are subject
to market risks, read all scheme
related documents carefully.
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Banking sector net crosses

I3L crore for first time In FY24

Private Lenders’ Net Jumps 42% Over Public Sector Banks’ 34%

Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com

Mumbai; For thefirsttime,
the banking sector’s net
profit crossed Rs 3 lakh cro-
re in FY24. The net profit of
listed public and private
sector banks rose 39% to Rs
3.1 lakh crore from Rs 2.2
lakhcrorein FY23,

While public sector
banks generated a record Rs
1.4 lakh crore in net profit
during the vear —an increa-
se of 34% over the year-ago
period — private sector
banks increased their net by
42% tonearly Rs1.7lakh cro-
re compared to Rs 1.2 lakh
crore a year ago. As a result,
the earnings gap between
the twosectors has widened.

To put things in perspec-
tive, Bs 3 lakh crore is app-
roximately the total quar-
terly profits of all listed
companies in the first three

Some cos did
not comply
with FAME I

norms: Report

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A committee ap-
pointed by the ministry of he-
avy industries investigating
violation of localisation
norms under FAMIE II sche-
mes for electric two-, three-
and four-wheelers has said
that testing agencies have fol-
lowed uniform and consistent
process, while concluding
that certain companies did
not comply with norms,
which were finalised after
consultation with industry
plavers. Hero Electric Vehi-
cles, Okinawa Autotech, Amo
Mobility Solutions, Greaves
Electric Mobility, Revolt Intel-
licorp and Benling India
Energy and Technology were
found to be wanting in comp-
Ivingwith the prescribedloca-
lisation norms. Govt has reco-
vered incentives from most
companies.

Amt Equals To Net Of All Listed Cos In 3 0f 4 Qtrs

» Public sector banks
generated a record F1.4L
cr in net profit in FY24,
but private sector banks
grew even faster. Asa
result, the earnings gap
between the two sectors
has widened

» PSUs would have
had a higher net profit
in FY24 if not for a one-

time provision that sev-
eral banks had to make
towards pensions

Banking sector (profit in zL cr)
M PSUs B Pvt banks

FY24

> To put things in perspective, Rs 3
lakh crore is approximately the total

quarterly profits of all listed companies
in the first three quarters of the fiscal

FY23

quarters of the fiscal. In
fact, banks’ profits are
much higher than those of
IT services, which have be-
en the most profitable gro-
up in recent vears — listed
IT services companies re-
ported a net profit of nearly
Rs11lakhcrorefor FY24.
In the preceding years,

public sector banks had
narrowed their profit gap
with private banks as they
cleaned up their balance
sheets and increased ear-
nings. In fact, the net profit
of public sector banks has
more than guadrupled in
the last three yvears.

Public sector banks wo-

uld have had a higher net
profit in FY24 if not for a
one-time provision that se-
veral banks had to make to-
wards pensions. However,
because the pension provi-
sions were lower than ex-
pected, it lead to a gain in
their shares. Some public
gsector banks like Bank of
Barodaalsotook a hitdue to
provisions for their exposu-
re to Go Air, although the lo-
aniscollateralised.

On a consolidated basis,
Reliance Industries still
has the highest annual pro-
fit of Rs 79,020 crore. Howe-
ver, on a standalone basis,
itsprofitwasflatat Rs42,042
crore in FY24. Of the top 10
listed companies, TCS re-
ported a net profit of Rs
43,5089 crorefor FY24, Indian
0il (Rs 39,618 crore), ONGC
(Rs 38,828 crore)and Infosys
(Rs 27,234 crore).

Why alarm bells over F&O
trading by retail investors?

Times News NETWORK

and CEAV AnanthaNa-

geswaran recently flag-

ged the growing risk of futu-

res & options (F&QO) trading

for retail traders. Why are

policymakers cautioning re-

¢ tail investors on F&Q, also

: called derivatives trading?
. Hereis an explainer:

FM Nirmala Sitharaman

What's F&0 trading?
Futures and options are two
derivative instruments whe-
reatrader buys or sells an un-
derlying asset at a pre-deter-
mined price. Asthename sug-
gests, derivatives are financi-
al products that derive their
value from other assets like
stocks or bonds.

:  What are futures and

. options?

:  Futures are derivative cont-
racts that give the buver the
right to buy a specific asset
on a specific date at a speci-

fie price fromaseller, unless
that contract is sold off to
someone else or closed. On
the other hand, an options
contract gives the buyer the
right to buy or sell a specific
asset ataspecific priceon or
before the last date of the
contract (called date of ex-
piry). In options contracts,

Explains

the buyer has the right but
not an obligation to buy or
sell the specific asset. Anop-
tions seller has the obliga-
tion to deliver the assets to
the buver but no right to
deny selling that.

When you buy an airline
ticket...

A train or a flight ticket gi-
ves the passenger (the buy-
er) the right to travel on a
specific date but no obliga-
tion to do the same. At the
last moment, the passenger
could cancel the ticket or

abandon the travel plan. On
the other hand, therailways
ortheairline(the seller)has
an obligation to provide the
passengertheserviceonthe
specific day and the time for
which the ticket was bo-
ught. The seller has an obli-
gation to provide the servi-
ce but has no right to cancel
the ticket unless under ex-
treme circumstances.

Why is govt concerned
about F&O0 trading by
retail investors?

F&O trading is being used as
a speculative tool to make a
quick buck in the stock mar-
ket. But the reality 1s that
most retail investors are lo-
sing money. In Jan 2023, Sebi
came out with a study that
showed 89% of the people in
the F&O space were losing
money. That means only one
in 10 people made money. But
F&O trading volumes are ri-
sing at a pace that surprises
market veterans.

- Kumar, Pai not
to renew
advisory role
with Byju’s
Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Former SBI chair-
man Rajnish Kumar and for-
mer CFO of Infosys Mohan-
das Pai are stepping down
from Byju's advisory council.

In a statement on Sunday,
the troubled edtech firm said
that company and advisory
board members Kumar and
Paihave mutually decided not
to renew the contractual agre-
ement scheduled to end on Ju-
ne 30, 2024, Byju's had consti-
tuted the council last vear to
assuage investor concerns fol-
lowing a series of financial
and corporate governance
lapses at the firm. The council
was tasked with advising and
mentoring Byju’s board and
CEQ Byju Raveendran.

“Our engagement with the
company as advisors was alwa-
vson afixed term basis for a ye-
ar. Based on our discussions
with the founders, it was mutu-
ally decided that the tenure of
theadvisory council should not
be extended. Though the for-
mal engagement concludes,
the founders and the company
can always approach usforany
advice, We wish the founders
and the company the very best
for the future,” Kumar and Pai
said in a joint statement. The
development comes at a time
when the Bengaluru-based
startupismired inaseriesof li-
tigation involving its investors
and foreign lenders,

FPIs offload
328,200 crorein

equities in May

New Delhi: Foreign investors
have pulled out a massive Rs
28,200 crore from Indian equi-
tiessofarthismonth, owingto
uncertainties about the outco-
me of the general elections
and attractive valuations of
Chinese markets. The with-
drawal was higher than a net
pullout of over Rs 8,700 crore
in April on concerns over a
tweak in India's tax treaty
with Mauritius and a sustai-
ned rise in US bond vields.
Feb. Going forward, there is
likely to be a dramatic change
in foreign portfolio investors’
equity flows in response to
election results. acencies

GCCs driving 23% of India’s IT exports

Shilpa.Phadnis
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Global capability
centres (GCCs) have emerged
as a strong alternative to out-
sourcing, and they often work
in tandem with IT companies
on transformation projects.
The growing prominence of
GCCs is evident from their ex-
panding contribution to In-
dia’s ITexports.

According to a report by
HSBC Global Research, the
overall share of GCCs in Indi-
anITexportshasrisento23%
in 2023 from 18% in 2015,
showed a HSBC Global Re-
search report.

This significant increase
highlights the evolving role
of GCCs in the country's IT
sector, as they continue to
gain traction and establish
themselves as Key players op-
erating as an extension of
their parent entities.

GCCs have grown 3 per-
centage pointsfasterthanthe
top five Indian IT companies
in every yvear since 2015 (11%
vs 8% on average). However,
the report suggests that the
worst is behind and the in-
house to outsourcing ratio is
reaching an equilibrium at
the industry level. To remain

competitive, the report said
Indian IT companies need to
improve their onshore to off-
shore value proposition by of-
fering offshore services at
more attractive rates while
Increasing onshore rates,

IT industry body Nass-
com reported that India has
1,600 GCCs and an installed
talent base of 1.6 million peo-
ple in the 2022-23 financial
vear. The HSBC report high-
lighted that GCCs’ cost per
head is 30-40% higher than
that of Indian IT service pro-
viders (ISPs) due to an infe-
rior pyramid and higher
like-for-like salaries at most
levels. “This is due to an infe-
rior pyramid and higher
like-for-like salaries at most
levels. However, as ISPs have
a significant offshore mar-
kup (pricing over costs),
GCCs'costperhead is20-25%
cheaper than the billing rate
of ISPs. Lower cost is a com-
pelling proposition, al-
though it is not just about
cost now,” its analysts Yo-
gesh Aggarwal and Prateek
Maheshwari in a research
note.

The report also noted that
mature GCCs in the banking
space have nearly 30-40% of
their global tech and oper-

RISING CONTRIBUTION TO IT EXPORTS
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Indian IT services exports

ations staff in India, which
the analysts believe is a stable
state, The GCC to outsourcing
ratio is expected to stabilise at
70:30 in the long term, cur-
rently at 65:35. Some migra-
tion may continue over the
next1-2 vears, but bevond that,
as costs per head escalate and
GCCs' pyramid structure
bloats, there could be some
valuemigration back to [SPs.

GCCs are closely aligned
with their parent organiza-
tions, working on various
funetions such as HR, finance,
tech, and product develop-
ment. Some companies are
performing 70%-80% of their
finance operations from
GCCs inIndia, but on average,
a 30-40% penetration is con-
sidered a stable state, with a
few exceptions at either end
of the spectrum. The HSBC
analysts identified a few key

triggers for GCC expansion
since Covid-19. The shift from
waterfall development
maodel to the agile model has
favored GCCs, as they are su-
perior to ISPs in terms of do-
although
they may fall short on tech-
nology prowess. “Additional-
ly, the resilience of the off-
premise delivery model has
been proven during the Co-
period,
which created analmostcom-
pulsive scenario for many
business executives to off-
shore work to India,” they

the

main expertise,

vid-19 pandemic

wrote in a research note.

GCCs In India are cur-
rentlv home to nearly 5,000
global leadership roles, ac-
cordingto Deloitte. ISG Index
Insider. inarecent note, high-
lighted three primary bene-
fits that GCC leaders are real-
izing from their centres. Ap-

proximately one-third of the
enterprises surveved indi-
cated that access to strategic
talent is the primary benefit
of their GCC, while 20%
pointed to strategic innova-
tion. Nearly half of the re-
spondents cited value, which
encompasses cost optimiza-
tion, improved productivity,
or stireamlined operations for
the parent organization, as
the main advantage. In 2023,
ISG surveyed more than 300
leaders from Global 2000
firms about their GCC plans
to date and what they plan to
dointhe next 24 months.
Research and discussions
withenterprises havemade it
evident that aligning a GCC
with the company’s objec-
tives 1s of utmost impor-
tance. “We expect GCC activ-
ity toremain high as moreen-
terprises evaluate the poten-
tial merits of this operating
model, in addition to — or as
an alternative to — outsourc-
ing. Meanwhile, we also ex-
pect to see strong market ac-
tivity from service providers
(including those who have a
relationship with the parent
organizations) who are inter-
ested in buying GCCs that are
not meeting enterprise objec-
tives,” ISG said in a note.

- Govt concerned over
telcos’ service quality

To Tighten Norms, Strengthen Parameters,
Ensure Lower Call Drops, Better Net Speed

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: 5G may be tou-
ted as one of the fastest-gro-
wing mobile offerings in In-
dia, but poorguality of servi-
ces has raised concerns wit-
hin govt, which has now
decided to tighten the quali-
tv norms fo ensure reduc-
tion in call drops and better
internet speed.

“We are concerned onthe
issue of gquality of services
and are now looking at ways
to strengthen the parame-
ters that go into assessing
mobile services quality,” a
top official with the telecom
ministry told TOL.

Govtwantsto“revisit pa-
rameters” that are assigned
towards service qguality
amid complains that consu-
mers are not getting the pro-
mised services, despite In-
dia leapfrogging into 5G,
supposedly one of the
world’s most advanced mo-
bile technology.

As India's telecom eco-
system matures with abun-
dant supply of spectrum
and data adoption shooting
up, quality of services conti-
nues to remain a nagging is-
sue, often vitiating custo-
merexperience,

There have been compla-
ints by customers as well as
consumer groups about de-
teriorating services, even as
telcos such as Reliance Jio,
Airtel and Vodafone Idea ar-

gue that current gquality pa-
rameters are sufficient and
should not be “burdened” by
new normes.

Trai has the mandate on
quality of services and its
new chairman Anil Kumar
Lahotihaslisted itamonghis

uld be earmarked for them.
Telecom companies, ho-
wever, argue that excessive
regulations might not work.
Jio said that introducing
“overregulation and unne-
cessarily stringent bench-
marks and financial disin-

TRAI WANTS BETTER QUALITY

» Govt wants to revisit
parameters amid complains
that consumers are

not getting promised
services, despite 5G

» New Trai chairman Anil
Kumar Lahoti wants stringent

(@

l regulation and better

implementation of standards
to ensure better
customer quality
» Excessive regulations

may not work, say

telecom companies

priority areas. Expressing
concerns over frequency of
call drops and slow internet
speeds, Lahoti has said that
he wants “stringent regula-
tion” and better implementa-
tion of standards to ensure
better customer quality.
Currently, Trai measures
qualityof servicesonaquar-
terly basis, giving average
reports spread over large li-
censed service areas (LSAs).
This, officers feel, failstofac-
tor in dark spots with poor
network coverage as overall
results arean average of net-
work throughout LSA.
sourcessaidas4GandsG
networks provide much wi-
der coverage across the co-
untry comparedto 2Gand 3G
networks, the stringent per-
formance benchmarks sho-

centives” will impact the ea-
se of doing business princi-
ple. “Furthermore, fromour
experience, we understand
thatthe mostcomplaintsare
about when the customer
will get 5G and nearly none
about the quality of experi-
ence on 5G. Evidently, there
is no valid ground for ma-
king such massive changes
inaregulation,” Jiosaidina
representation to Trai.
Airtel said there are suffi-
cient number of drive tests
being conducted to measure
network performance, and
thus more stringent norms
may not be needed. It blamed
“other external factors” be-
hind poor network quality, Al-
s0, it blamed growing usage
of OTTs for some consumer
experience disturbances,

Borrow Against MF
Units For Short-Term
Fund Requirements

oney is sometimes needed for short tenures

like 2-3 months or up to a year. One option is to
redeem your mutual funds to the extent of money
required; financial planners suggest borrowing
against your funds for such short-term needs.

How Can One Get A Loan Against MF Units?

A loan against your equity or hybrid mutual fund units can be
taken from a bank or a non-banking finance company. The interest
rate could be in the range of 9-11% based on the loan amount and
tenure. Once you pledge your MF units, they are marked as under
lien, which means you cannot sell or switch the units. Financial
planners recommend borrowing against equity-oriented mutual
funds and not against liquid or debt-oriented funds.

4. Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

details, etc.,

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions” en https:/ /'www.sebi.gov.in/index.html. For any
grievance | complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
miservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

What's The Pro Of Borrowing Against MFs?

Loan against MFs gives you the option of receiving immediate
liquidity against the fund units that you own. It is like an overdraft
facility for short-term monetary requirements, with a relatively
shorter tenure compared to other loans. It can be used judiciously
by people looking to leverage their otherwise idle mutual fund
investments, and also raise capital quickly for short-term financing
needs. You need not sell your mutual fund units, hence your
financial plan remains intact and neither is your ownership of fund
units divested after pledging them for a loan. However, do not use
this money to buy stocks or equity mutual funds. This is because in
the near term, volatility can be high and you could end up making a
mark-to-market loss while also paying the interest on the loan.

How Does One Apply For A Loan?

There are many NBFCs that offer loans through their websites in a
paperless format or with small paperwork. Some portals offer loans
quickly if you hold units in demat form and have prior approval.

Even if you hold units in
physical form, you could
apply for a loan online. The
financier will ask the MF
registrar — CAMS or Karvy
— to mark a lien on a certain
number of units that are
being pledged. Financiers
typically lend about 50-60%
of the value of the pledged
units. The registrar in turn
will mark the lien and a
letter is sent to the lender
with a copy to the investor
confirming the marking

of lien on the units. If your
documents are in place,
some websites claim to
have the loan ready in less
than an hour. However, if
something is not in order, it
needs to be addressed and
can take 2-3 business days.

How To Remove
The Lien On MFs?

After the loan is repaid by
the borrower, the financier
can ask for a removal of

the lien and send a request
letter to the fund house. The
lender can also request for
partial removal of the lien, in
which case, the lien on some
of the units will be removed,
making them ‘“free’ units.
This will happen only

when the lender receives
part payments.

What Happens In
Case Of Default?

In case the borrower
defaults in making payment,
the lender can enforce

the lien i.e. send a signed
request for redemption of
the units and claim

the proceeds.
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Copter with Iran prez, foreign
min onboard crashes: Official

Lives Of Raisi & Amirabdollahian At Risk; Crash Happened When Chopper
Was Crossing Mountain Terrain In Heavy Fog; Rescuers On Way To Site

Dubai: A helicopter carrving
[ranian Prez Ebrahim Raisi
and his foreign minister cras-
hed on Sunday as it was cros-
sing mountain terrain in hea-
vy fog, an Iranian official told
Reuters, and rescuers werema-
king their way to the site of the
incident. The official said the
lives of Raisiand foreign mini-
ster Hossein Amirabdollahian
were “at risk following the heli-
copter crash”, which happen-
ed on the way back from a visit
to Iran’s border with Azerbai-
jan. “Weare still hopeful but in-
formation coming from the
crash site is very concerning,”
said the official, speaking on
condition of anonymity:

The bad weather was comp-
licating rescueefforts, the state
news agency IRNA reported.
The chief of staff of Iran's ar-
my ordered all the resources of
the army and the elite Revolu-
tionary Guard to be put to use
in the search and rescue opera-
tions. State TV stopped all its
regular programming to show
prayvers being held for Raisi
across the country and, in a
corner of the screen, live cove-
rage of rescue teams deployed
on foot in the mountainous
area in heavy fog.

The rescue teams were ex-
pected to reach the site of the
crash later on Sundav evening,
state TV reported.

Raisi’s air fleet consisted of
three helicopters with high-
ranking officials including

A video grab shows rescuers heading towards the crash site in the Jofa
region of the western province of East Azerbaijan on Sunday

Azerbaijan prez says
lns prayers with Raisi

zeri Prez llham Aliyev said on

Sunday he was profoundly
troubled by news of the Iran pr-
ez's helicopter crash landing aft-
er bidding a friendly farewell to
Ebrahim Raisi earlier inthe day.
“Our prayers to Allah Almighty
are with President Raisi and the
accompanying delegation. Asa
neighbour, friend, and brotherly
country, the Republic of Azerbai-
jan stands ready to offer any assi-
stance needed,” he said. reuters

Iraq offers Iran

help in search

raq on Sunday offered neighb-

ouring Iran help insearch and
rescue efforts after Iranian
state media said Prez Ebrahim
Raisi's helicopter was involved
in*“anaccident™ in poor weather
conditions. Iragi PM Mohamed
Shia al-Sudani “instructed the
interior ministry, the Iragi Red
Crescent and other relevant
authorities to offer the Islamic
Republic of lran the available
resources to aid inthe search
forthe Iranian president's
aircraft,” govt spokesman
Bassemal-Awadisaidina
statement. Iranian state
television announced that the
“accident” happenedinthe Jofa
region of the western province
of East Azerbaijan. arp

= Amirabdollahian, the semi-of-
= " [
ficial Tasnim news agency re-

ported. State television broad-
cast live tootage from the co-
untry's holy shrine in the nort-
heastern city of Mashhad,
Raisi’s birthplace, showing pil-
grims praying for Raisi
Others believed to be on board
Raisi’s helicopter included the
governor of East Azerbaijan
provinee and the supreme lea-
der’'s representative in the city
of Tabriz, Iranian media said.
Raisi, 63, was elected presi-

dent in 2021, and since taking
office has ordered a tightening !

of morality laws, overseen a
bloody crackdown on anti-govt
protests and pushed hard in
nuclear talks with world po-
wers. In Iran's dual political sy-
stem, split between the clerical
establishment and the govt, it
is the supreme leader rather
than the president who has the
final say on all major policies.
But many have seen Raisi
as a strong contender to succe-
ed his 85-vear-old mentor, Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, who has strongly
endorsed Raisi's main policies.
Raisihad been at the Azer-
baijani border to inaugurate
the Qiz-Qalaisi Dam, a joint
project. Interior minister Ah-
med Vahiditold state TV only
that one of the helicopters in
a group of three had come
down inthe incident, and that
authorities were awaiting
further details. reuters

Khamenei protege, hardline prez, sanctioned by US

Dubai: Hard-line Prez Ebra-
him Raisi haslong beenseen as
aprotege toIran’'s supreme lea-
der and a potential successor
for his position within the co-
untry's Shia theocracy:

News of his helicopter ma-
king what state media descri-
bed asa“hard landing” on Sun-
day immaediately brought new
attention to the leader, who al-
ready faces sanctions from the
US and other nations over his
involvement in the massexecu-
tion of prisoners in 1988,

Raisi, 63, previously ran
Iran’s judiciary He ran unsuc-
cessfully for presidecy in 2017
against Hassan Rouhani, the
moderate cleric who as prez re-
ached Tehran’s 2015 nuclear de-
al with world powers.

In 2021, Raisi ran again in
an election that saw all of his
potentially prominent oppone-
nts barred for running under
Iran’s vetting svstem. He swept
nearly 62% of the 28.9 million

votes, the lowest turnout by pe-
reentage in the Islamic Repub-
lic’s history Millions staved ho-
me and others voided ballots.
Raisi was defiant when as-
ked at a news conference after
his election about the 1988 ex-
ecutions, which saw sham ret-
rials of political prisoners, mi-

en”™ were sent to their deaths,
while others were questioned
about their willingness to “cle-
ar minefields for the army,” ac-
cording to a 1990 Amnesty In-
ternational report. Rights gro-
ups estimate that as many as
3,000 people were executed. Ra-
151 served on the commissions.

litants and others that The US treasury in
would become known as 2019 sanctioned Raisi
“death commissions™ at “forhisadministrative
the end of the Iran-Irag oversight over the ex-
war. After Iran's then- ecutions of individu-
Supreme Leader Ayatol- als who were juveniles
lah Ruhollah Khomeini Ebrahim Raisi  at the time of their cri-
accepted a UN-brokered me and the torture and

ceasefire, members of the Ira-
nian opposition groupMujahe-
deen-e-lKhalq, heavily armed
by Saddam Hussein, stormed
across the Iranian border from
Irag in a surprise attack. Iran
blunted theirassault.

The trials began around
that time, with defendants as-
ked to identify themselves. Th-
ose whoresponded “mujahede-

other cruel, inhuman, or deg-
rading treatment or punish-
ment of prisoners in Iran, in-
cluding amputations.” It also
mentioned his involvement in
the 1988 executions.

Iran ultimately is run by its
85-vear-old supreme leader, Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei. But as
prez, Raisi supported the cou-
niry’s enrichment of uranium

up to near-weapons-grade leve-
Is, as well as it hampering inte-
rnational inspectors as part of
its confrontation with the West.
Raisialsosupported attack-
ing Israel in a massive assault
in April that saw over 300 dro-
nes and missiles fired at the co-
untry in response for a suspec-
ted Israeliattack that killed Ira-
nian generals at the country’s
embassy compound in Dama-
scus, Syria. He also supported
the country’s security services
asthey cracked downon all dis-
sent, including in the after-
math of the 2022 death of Mah-
sa Amini and the nationwide
protests that followed. The
monthslong crackdown killed
more than 500 people and saw
over 22 000 detained. In March,
a UN investigative panel found
that Iran was responsible for
the “physical violence” that led
to Amini's death after her ar-
rest for not wearing a hijab to
theliking of authorities. ap
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US & Iran held indirect = Israel’s war cabinet is in
talks in Oman: Report

Washingion: Senior US and £
[ranian officials held talks th- g

rough intermediaries in Om-
anthis past week, thefirst such
conversations since Iran laun-
ched a retaliatory attack on Is-
rael with hundreds of missiles
and drones last month, accor-
ding to a person familiar with
the recent meetings,

Brett McGurk, the top Whi-
te House official on West Asia
policy, and Abram Paley, the
deputy special envoy for [ran,
attended the talks in Oman.

The goal was to try to get
Iran, which supplies weapons
and training to militias across
West Asia, tomovetoreininits
partners. Since the Israel-Ha-
mas war broke out, several
Iran-backed militias in Irag
and Syria have stepped up at-
tacks on US troops, raising fe-
ars of a wider war. The most
powerful of theregional militi-
as, Lebanon-based Hezbollah,
has been exchanging fire with
the Israeli military in nort-
hern Israel and southern Le-

Brett McGurk (above), the top
White House official on West Asia
policy, and Abram Paley, the
deputy special envoy for Iran,
attended the talks in Oman

banon. However, US intelligen-
ce officials assess that neither
Hezbollah nor Iran wants to
engage ina wider war.

The UShashad nodiploma-
tic relations with Iran since
1979, and discussions are often
conducted through intermedi-
aries and back channels.

The format of the talks in
Oman was similar to ones held
in Jan: The Americans sat in
one room while their Iranian
counterparts sat in another,
and Omani officials shuttled
between the rooms. wyT

L]
turmoil, but
enny Gantz, facing the
[ cameras with gravity
on Saturday told PM Be-
njamin Netanvahutoshiftco-
urse on the Gaza war or he'd
quit the three-man war cabi-
net. Israel, he said, needs “a
govt that will win the people's
trust.” Coming days
after the other war ca-
binet member, defence
minister Yoav Gallant, '
bitterly accused Neta-
nyvahu of failing to ha-
vea postwar plan, it se-
emed that Netanyvahu was be-
ing isolated by his two senior
deputies, both former top ge-
nerals, and Israel was headed
toward political crisis.

But analysts on Sunday
zsaid Netanyahu's coalition,
64 parliamentary seats out of
120, remains secure, Even if
Gantzcarriesouthisthreatto
resign by June8—notacerta-
inty — little is likely to
change in the short to medi-
um term, they said. The war
cabinet might collapse but

Bibi ‘secure’

Netanyahu would continue
to govern with his farright
partners. “Gantz's chances
of overthrowing the govt are
slim,” said Mazal Mualem.,
who's written a recent politi-
cal biography of Netanvahu.
“There is almost no chance
that members of Neta-
nyahu's Likud party
will rebel against him,
given the political
cost. The second way
1s through massive
public protest. But
public sentiment isn't there,
Gantz'smove was amistake.”

All that said, if five Likud

legislators do rebel or if Ult-
ra-Orthodox partners walk
out over court-enforced effo-
rts to draft their voung men,
Netanyvahu would be in trou-
ble and may result in polls,
His extremist partners could
push him to adopt policies
that would lead tomassivean-
ti-govt stir and objections fr-
om the US, either of which co-
uld lead to change. sLoomeers
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At graduation
event, Biden faces
silent protest by
anti-war students

Atlanta; US Prez Joe Biden re-
newed his call for a temporary
ceasefire in Gaza in a speech at
Morehouse College’s gradua-
tion ceremony, where some par-
ficipants donned Palestinian
colours in protest at Israel’'s mi-
litary incursion. Biden's add-
ress at the historically black
school in Atlanta brought him
face to face with some of the
campus unrest set off by the Is-
rael-Hamas war, “What's hap-
pening in Gaza and Israel is he-
art-breaking,” Biden said Sun-
day, referring to the Oct. 7 at-
tack on Israel by Hamas
militants and the plight of “in-
nocent Palestinians” caught up
in Israel’s military response.
Several students and facul-
tv members at the commence-
ment wore keffiveh scarfs,
which have become a symbol of
protest against the war in Gaza,
At least one student draped a
Palestinian flag over his gradu-
ation gown and a faculty mem-
ber wore a stole with the Pales-
tfinian colours while receiving
an award on the podium. Biden
didn't acknowledge the silent
protests and told the ceremony
it’s his job to tackle “one of the
hardest, most complicated pro-
blems in the world.” s.oomeera
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Pak min: Trade
ties with India
suspended due to
‘heavy duties’

Islamabad: Foreign minister
Ishaq Dar has said that trade ti-
es between Islamabad and New
Delhi have remained suspen-
ded since 2019 due to the imposi-
tion of “heavy duties” by India
on imports from Pakistan after
the Pulwama attack.
Inawritten reply submitted
to the National Assembly on Sa-
turday, Dar, who also holds the
deputy prime minister's slot,
said: “India decided to impose
200% duty on imports from Pa-
kistan, suspended the Kashmir
busserviceand tradeacrossthe
LoC after the Pulwama attack.”
According to the Dawn new-
spaper, Dar was respondingtoa
question by Pakistan Peoples
Party lawmaker Sharmila Fa-
ruqui seeking details about tra-
dechallenges faced by Pakistan
in its relations with neighbou-
ring countries, especially In-
dia. In March, during a press
conference in London, Dar hi-
ghlighted the eagerness of Pa-
kistan's business community
to resume trade activities with
India. However, his office later
clarified that Pakistan has no
plan to resume trade relations
with India which has been
“non-existent” since 2019. rmi

HE WHO IS CONTENTED
IS RICH — LAO TZU
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Andhra-born is first Indian

{0 go to space as a tourist

Surendra.Singh
@timesgroup.com

made history on Sunday

evening as he became the
first Indian to venture into
space as a tourist. He was part
of the elite crew for Blue Ori-
gm s New Shepard-25 (N5-25)
mission, which took off from
the company’s West Texas
launch site in the US around
8.05 pm (IST), an hour late
from its scheduled launch ti-

l ndia-born Gopi Thotakura

me of 9:35am (local US time).
Born n

professional astronauts.

TOI had earlier reported
on Gopi's probableentry tothe

elite astronaut club.
Following takeoff,

AFP

Vijayawada
(Andhra Pradesh), Gopi, an
entrepreneur and a pilot, jour-
neyed to the edge of space be-
vond the Earth’s atmosphere
along with five others. He 1s of-
ficially the second astronaut
from the country after Wing
Commander Rakesh Sharma,
who flew as a professional cos-
monaut to space on board Soy-
uz T-11 on April 3, 1984, as part
of the Soviet Interkosmos pro-
aramme, Astronauts Kalpana
Chawla, Sunita Williams, Raja
Chari, and Sirisha Bandla we-
re all US citizens of Indian ori-
oin who also went to space as

the
NS-25 vehicle reached beyvond
the boundary of space smo-
othly. The rocket and capsule
then returned to Earth, with
the rocket landing upright a
few minutes after takeoff. The
capsule successfully touched
down, using two of its three
parachutes, roughly 15 minu-
tes after takeoff. Introducing
the Indian space tourist, a
Blue Origin statement said.
“Gopi Thotakura is a lifelong
pilot and aviator who learned
how to fly before he could dri-
ve, He flies jets commercially,
in addition to piloting bush,
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A screen grab shows the Mission
NS-25, with the New Shepard 4

rocket & crew capsule, taking off
from Texas's Van Horn on Sunday

Gopi Thotakura is a pilot and
aviator. He flies jets commercially,
in addition to piloting bush,
aerobatic, and seaplanes

60 years on, America’s 1 black astronaut
candidate finally goes to space at 90

merica's first Black astronaut candidate finally rocketed into

space 60 years later, flying with Jeff Bezos' rocket company on
Sunday. Ed Dwight was an air force pilot when President John F Ken-
nedy championed him as a candidate for Nasa's early astronaut
corps. But he wasn't picked for the 1963 class. DWi:Q ht, now 90, gotto

Ed Dwight

experience a few minutes of weightlessness with
five other passengers aboard the Blue Origin
capsule as it skimmed space. Launch officials said
all of the astronauts were well shortly after the
capsule parachuted down after a flight of roughly
10 minutes. The brief flight from West Texas made
Dwight the new record-holder for oldest personin
space — nearly two months older than “Star Trek”

actor William Shatner was when he went up in 2021. Dwight was
among the potential astronauts the air force recommended to
Nasa. But he wasn't chosen for the 1963 class, which included
eventual Geminiand Apollo astronauts, including Apollo 11's Buzz
Aldrin and Michael Collins. Nasa didn't select Black astronauts until
1978, and Guion Bluford became the first African American in space
in1983. Three years earlier, the Soviets launched the first Black as-
tronaut, Arnaldo Tamayo Mendez, a Cuban of African descent, s

aerobatic, and seaplanes. Gopi
is a co-founder of Preserve Li-
fe Corp, a global center for ho-
listic wellness and applied he-
alth.”" He studied for a BSc in
aeronautical science at Em-
bry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity, US. Gopi has worked
in medical air evacuation ser-
vices in India in the past.

This flight is Blue Origin's
first tourist mission on New

Shepard since Aug 2022, The
company was forced to halt
flights of the rocket after a
New Shepard vehicle suffered
an engine failure mid-flight
during an uncrewed mission
in Sep 2022, This mission was
the seventh human flight for
the New Shepard programme
and the 25th in its history. In
all, New Shepard has flown 31
humans, the company said.

‘Slovak PMs attacker likely not a lone wolf’

nation attempt on Slo-
vak PM Robert Fico
may not have been just a “lo-
ne wolf” as previously belie-
ved, the interior minister sa-
1id on Sunday. Deputy PM Ro-

8 l “Thesuspect inan assassi-

bert Kalinak said earli-
eron Sunday that Fico's
life wasno longer in im-
mediate danger, altho-
ugh his condition was
still too serious for him
to be moved to a hospi-
tal in the capital Bratislava.

Interior

2 Chinese warships dock in
Cambodia for naval drills

Sihanoukvile (Cambodia):
Two Chinese warships docked
on Sunday at a commercial
port in Cambodia, in prepara-
tion for joint naval exercises
between the two countries.
The Jingangshan amphi-
bious warfare ship and Qijigu-
ang training ship sailed in to
the Sihanoukville Port as onlo-
okers waved Cambodian and
Chinese flags from the piers.
The port is north of the Re-
am Naval Base, where China
has funded a broad expansion
project that has been carefully
watched by the US and others
over concerns it could become
a new outpost for the Chinese
navy on the Gulf of Thailand.
The Gulf is adjacent to the
South China Sea, which China
claims virtually in its entirety,
and would give easy access to
the Malacca Strait, one of the
most important shipping lanes
in the world. Wang Wentian,
China’s ambassador to Cambo-
dia, dismissed concerns about
Ream, telling reporters at Siha-

noukville that “we bring fri-
endship, we bring coopera-
tion” and nothing else. “The co-
operation between the two ar-
mies
security of both countries and

1s conducive to the

the security of the region,” he

said, standing on the pier.

The Jingangshan and the

Qijiguang are due to take part

in naval exercises from the Re-

am base from May 24-27, along
with two Chinese corveties

that have been docked at Re-

am'’s new pier for more than fi-

vemonths. Thejointtrainingis

the naval component of the re-
ularly held Golden Dragon ex-
ercises. Controversy over Re-
am Naval Base initially arose

in 2019 when Wall Street Jour-

nal reported that an early draft
of areputed agreement seen by
US ofticials would allow China
30-vearuseof the base, where it
would be able to post military
personnel, store weapons and
berth warships. Cambodia's
then-PM Hun Sen denied there

was such an agreement. ap

How 2020 electlon deniers claimed the ups:de -down American ﬂag

fter Prez Joe Biden won
/Xﬂ:}e 2020 election, suppor-

A Mters of Donald Trump
rallied around the inverted US
flag, displaying it at their ho-
mes, on their cars and on social
media to show that they belie-
ved Trump's lie that the elec-
tion was stolen. Now, the practi-
ce has burst into the national
conversation after NY'T repor-
ted on Thursday that it had re-
cently obtained images of an
upside-down flag flving outside
the home of Justice Samuel Ali-
to in Jan 2021 in Virginia. At the
time, the Supreme Court was

The practice started with sailors
signalling distress but evolved
into a form of protest, most
recently among Trump supporters

d4y e safiew) Aa

e still contending with whether

to hear a 2020 election case. Ali-
to said he had “no involvement
whatsoever in the flying of the
flag.” "It was briefly placed by
Alito in response to a neighbo-
ur's use of objectionable langu-
age on vard signs,” he wrote, re-
ferring to wife, Martha-Ann.
Once acall for help at sea
Before it became an emblem
of political protest, flying a na-
tion's flagupside down was one
of the only ways for sailors to
call for help. The practice seems
to haveoriginated in the British
Isles in the 17th century during

the Anglo-Dutch wars.

That

meaning was reflected in the
US flag code, an official set of
enidelines for the flag, which
was first published in the 1920s.
It reads:; “The flag should never
be displayved with the union
down, except as a signal of dire
distress in instances of extre-
me danger to life or property.
Protest emblem

The upside-down flag also
has a long history as a political
emblem. In 1854, Henry David
Thoreau delivered a scathing
anti-slavery speech while stan-
ding under an upside-down US

flag on a stage. In the 1960s and
“70s, protesters carried the flag
upside down as a svmbol of op-
position to the Vietnam War. In
more recent vears, the inverted
flag has been displayed by Tea
Partv activists who opposed the
reclection of President Barack
Obama. In 2020, an AP photo of
a protester carrving a US flag
upside down next to a burning
building in Minneapolis circu-
lated widely, capturing the fury
in that city after the murder of
George Flovd by police officers.
Now, a ‘Stop The Steal' symbol

In 2020, the upside-down

flag became established as an
emblem of Trump supporters
who denied the legitimacy of
Biden's victory. Matthew Gu-
terl, a professor of and Ameri-
can Studies at Brown Universi-
ty, said flving the flag upside
down “seems to have become a
part of our hyperpartisan sym-
bolic surround, especially on
the right, where it symbolises
the impending death of the na-
tion and a call to arms.” Other
symbols include thin-blue-line
flags, a pro-police symbol, anda
Punisher skull, based on the co-
mic-book vigilante, he said. nyr

minister Matus
Sutaj Estok said an investiga-
tion team had been set up, wh-
ich would also look into whet-
herthe suspect acted as part of

a group of people that had be-
en encouraging each other to
carry out an assassination.
One factor suggesting the in-
volvement of others was that
the suspect’s internet commu-
nications were deleted two ho-
urs after the assassina-
tion attempt, but not
by the suspect and mo-
stlikely notby his wite,
Estok said. “This indi-
cated the crime may
have been committed
by acertain groupof people.”
The Slovak Specialised Cr-
iminal Court ruled on Satur-
day that the suspect, identified
by prosecutors as Juraj C., wo-
uld remain in custody after be-

ing charged with attempted
murder. Local news media say
the suspect is a T1-vear-old for-
mer security guard at a shop-
ping mall and the author of
three collections of poetry;

Estok said on Thursday the
suspect was angered by the go-
vi's Ukraine policy. Fico's govt
has ended military support for
Ukraine and taken a more pro-
Russian line on the conflict.
The govt has said he became
radicalised after Fico ally Pe-
ter Pellegrini won a presidenti-
al election last month, and that
he had told police about his dis-
satisfaction with the govt’s re-
formsof the prosecution servi-
ce and public media. ae

AROUND THE WORLD

MIGHT DELIGHT: A bright comet fragment lit up skies over parts of
Spain and Portugal on Saturday as it flew at a speed of 45 km/sec
before burning up over the Atlantic, the European Space Agency
said. One Lisbon resident said the dazzling display felt like a movig®

Reuters

France govt issues
scratch-and-sniff
baguette stamps

oining the ranks of screen

goddess Brigitte Bardot and
the Eiffel Tower, another
French treasure is being ce-
lebrated with its own postage
stamp: the baguette. And this
one is scratch-and-sniff. The
latest showcasing of French
cultural heritage as Paris
prepares to host millions of
visitors for the Summer Qlym-
pics and Paralympics, the new
stamp features a cartoon
image of a baguette wrapped
in a tricolor ribbon. It was

unveiled by France's postal
service Thursday — May 16, the
feast day of Saint Honore, the
patron saint of bakers. Priced
€1.96 each, the stamp is inten-
ded to be used for internatio-
nal letters of up to 20 grams.
The baguette is one of the mo-
st talked-about breads in the
world and certainly the most
popular in its native France: Six
billion baguettes are made eve-
ry year, the postal service said.

Hershey faces lawsuit over
missing design on candies
Hershey is facing a lawsuit
claiming it misled consumers
about the amount of artistic
detail they would find on seve-
ral Reese's peanut butter cand-
ies after opening the packa-
ging. In a proposed class action
on Friday, four Reese's consu-
mers in Florida said they were
“very disappointed” that the
candies they bought late last
year looked plain, and lacked
the “explicit carved out artistic
designs” shown on the packa-
ging. Photos included in the
complaint showed pumpkin-
shaped candies missing the
advertised eyes and crooked
mouths, and a football-shaped
candy that resembled an egg
because it lacked stitching.




»

mahinclra

> L] Vv — 2< 0

Sixes scored by
4 lhhhis.hel-: Sharma in
13 innings in this IPL

are the most by any batter
apart from the most by an
Indian player in the
competition. He surpassed
Virat Kohli's tally of 38 in 16
innings in 2016

wickets taken by Pat
Cummins to become
the first pacer to bag

fifteen wickets as captain in
an IPL season

Stats: Rajesh Kumar

SCOREBOARD
Punjab Kings: Taide c Sanwir b
Natarajan 46, Prabhsimran c
Klaasen b Viyaskanth 71,
Rossouw ¢ Samad b Cummins
49, Shashank (run out) 2, Jitesh
Sharma (not out) 32, Ashutosh ¢
sanvir b Natarajan 2, Shivam
Singh (not out) 2. Extras: (LB-
5, W-4, NB-1) 10. Total (for 5
wikts, 20 overs) 214.
Fall of wickets: 1-97 2-151,
3-174, 4-181, 5-187
Bowling: Ehuvneshwar 4-0-36-
0, Cummins 4-0-36-1, Natarajan
4-0-33-2, Viyaskanth 4-0-37-1,
Shahbaz 1-0-13-0,
Mitish 3-0-54-0.
Sunrisers Hyderabad: Head b
Arshdeep O, Abhishek ¢ Shivam
b Shashank 66, Tripathi ¢
Arshdeep b Harshal 33, Nitish ¢
Shivam b Harshal 37 Klaasen b
Brar 42, Shahbaz ¢ Shashank b
Harshal 3, Samad (not out) 11,
Sanvir (not out) 6. Extras (LB-6,
W-10, NB-1) 17 Total (for 6
wits, 19.1 overs) 215.
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-72
3129 4-176, 5-197, 6-208.
Bowling: Arshdeep 4-0-37-2
Rishi 3-0-35-0, Harshal 4-0-49-
2, R Chahar 4-0-43-0, Brar
3-0-36-1, Shas hank 1-0-5-1,
Taide 0.1-0-4-0.
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Abhishek’s 28-Ball 66 Helps
SRH Overhaul Punjab’s 214/5
And End League Phase On A High

Shiva.Gundra@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Abhishek Sharma
continued his mar mrlinL ’r'm m
with a quickfire 28-b

as Sunrisers Hvder abm_l 4.]4.&11.&1.1:4:.4_]
Punjab Kings by four wickets to
brighten their prospects of a top-
two finish in the standings.

The victory at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Cricket stadium took
SRH to 17 points and the second
spot on Sunday. However, the out-
come of the match between Kolka-
ta Knight Riders and Rajasthan
Royals will confirm their final posi-
tion in the table.

Chasing Punjab Kings' 214/5,
thanks largely to Prabhsimran
Singh’s 71 (45b, 7x4, 4x6), Abhishek
added 72 runs for the second wick-
et with Rahul Tripathi (33 off 18b)
and 57 runs with Nitish Kumar (37
off 25b) for the third wicket as the
hosts finished at 215/6 with five
deliveries to spare.

That after Sunrisers lost their
in-form opener Travis Head to the
very first ball, as he
was cleaned up by
Arshdeep Singh.
But Tripathi and
Abhishek plun-
dered 72 runs in just
30 balls. Though
Tripathi departed
in the sixth over,
caught by Arsh

K NOW

FPrice starts at

X7.498 Lakh*

deep, the hosts had by then pow-
ered to 84/2 in the powerplay, Ab-
hishek continued his ageressive
approach despite losing two part-
ners. He hit Harshal Patel tor con-
secutive boundaries to reach his
half-century in 21 deliveries and
then lofted Harpreet Brar for con-
secutive sixes to take Hyderabad
to 129/2 at the halfway mark. How-
ever, he perished to the first ball
of Shashank Singh's next over:
Nitish and Heinrich Klaasen
then kept the hosts on course. Both
hit sixes off Brar and Rahul Cha-
har to bring down the required run
rate tojust over six by the 13th over.
With 39 required from 37 deliveries,
Nitish departed after adding 47 for
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Suman Recdy

MAKING A POINT:
® Abhishek Sharma
on Sunday

the fourth wicket. With eight runs
needed for victory, Klaasen (42 off
26b) too fell, cleaned up by Brar, But
Abdul Samad hit Atharva straight
down the ground for a boundary to
take his side to victory,

Earlier, openers Prabhsimran
and Atharva Taide (46 off 27b)
added 97 runs for the opening wick-
et in nine overs, 61 of them in the
first six, after Punjab elected to bat.
Natarajan got rid of Taide in the
10th over; but Prabhsimran reached
his half-century in 34 balls.

Rilee Rossouw and Prabhsim-
ran hit Nitish for 20 runs in the
12th over before the latter departed
after adding 54 runs for the second
wicket. Rossouw then smashed
Nitish forasixanda
four before a mixup
with Shashank Sin-
gh resulted in the
latter's run out.
Cummins then re-
moved Rossouw (49)
and Natarajan got
rid of Ashutosh
Sharma in the next.
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BEST OF THE
LEAGUE

R Gaikwad (CSK)
T Head (SRH)
R Parag (RR)
S Sudharsan (GT)

X PURPLE CAP

WICKETS

24

HARSHAL PATEL (pBKS)

,1_4 |7|7]0]0.459
14| 7 0.392
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[ wouldn’t want to bowl
to Abhishek: Cummins

Hvderabad: Batting at a strike rate
of 209.41 this IPL season, Abhishek
Sharma on Sunday received the big-
gest compliment of his life when pre-
mier pacer Pat Cummins said he
wouldn't like to bowl at the explosive
left-hander as "it's scary”.

Inthe ongoingedition of the league,
Abhishek has put fear in the minds of
bowlers, including Cummins, his skip-
per at Sunrisers Hyderabad.

He blazed away to a 28-ball 66 in
SRH's four-wicket win over Punjab
Kings here. The voung left-hander hit
six sixes and five fours as SRH shot
down Punjab Kings' target of 215 with
five balls to spare. "He (Abh-
ishek) is amazing. I wouldn't
want to bowl to him. It's scary
as he plays with freedom, not
only against pacers but also
againstspinners,” the Austra-
lian fast bowler said at the
post-match presentation.

The 23-vear-old, who repre-
sents Punjab at domestic level,
has been in phenomenal form

> LA

tlm season, aggregating 467 runsfrom 13
matches at a strike rate
of nearly 210 while hit-
ting 39 sixes and 35 fours.

Cummins also hailed
Nitish Reddy whomadea
crucial 25-ball 37 while
batting at No 4. "Nitish is

a class playver, matured beyond his age,

seems to sum up the game really well, he

is perfect for our top- order; " he said.
Meanwhile, Abhishek said he has

benefitted a lot after working with bat-

ting great Brian Lara, who was in-

volved with the franchise in the past. "1

have done some work with him, he's in

touch. That's
helping me now,"”
Abhishek said.

"My days are
going good so I
should utilise it
tor my team. 1
wanted to contrib-
ute as the target
was big today,” he
added. eni

RR end 3rd after washout

Guwahati: Rajasthan Royals paid the
price for their shoddy show during
the business end asa washout of their
final IPL league game against table
toppers Kolkata Knight Riders on
Sunday pushed them to third place be-
hind Sunrisers Hyderabad.

RAIN PAIN

While KKR finished the league en-
gagementson 20 points with nine wins
and two more solitary points courtesy
washouts, SRH (17 points) pipped RR
(17 points) by virtue of a better net run
rate (NRR). SRH finished with 0.414
compared to RR's 0.273, KEKR will play

Sunrisers Hyvderabad in the first Quali-
fier in Ahmedabad on Tuesdav fol
lowed by the ‘Eliminator’ between Ra-

jasthan Rovals and Royal Challengers

Bengaluru at the same venue.

Rajasthan Rovals would blame
themselves for getting into a little rut
after an incredible run during the first
half of the tournament when they had
won eight out of their nine games. But
their campaign lost steam towards the
back end as they lost four games on the
trot and with no Jos Buttler for crunch
games, facing a marauding RCB in a
winner-takes-all match, could be a very
tough proposition. AGencies
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Royal Challengers Bengaluru Ride On
Teamwork To Script A Stlrrlng Tale

ManujaVeerappa@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Years ago, Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru fans, ever hopeful
of their team winning the Indian
Premier League title despite being
on the brink on several occasions,
came up with the catchline, ‘Ee sala
Cup namde’. The wait for the trophy,
though, has stretched 17 seasons and
the catchline has been a subject of
much mockery and jeers.

This season, RCB changed Banga-
lore in their name to Bengaluru and
the catchline changed to ‘Hosa ad-
hyvaya’ (A new beginning). But with
one win in seven matches at the half-
way mark, it seemed pretty much like i '
the RCB of old. On April 24, they came . p i
agonisingly close to snapping the los- T — 4 i ' - -4

DELIGHTED: Royal Challengers

ing streak but went down by a solitary
run to Kolkata Knight Riders. Yet, it z t\;,
= Bengaluru players celebrate
w-----— © their win at the Chinnaswamy

was the turning point.
Over the course of the next six
stadium on Saturday

Chennai: It hardly happens that a 110-metre six
that goes out of the ground becomes counter-
productive for the batting side. But that's ex-
actly what happened for MS Dhoni and Chennai
Super Kings at Bengaluru's Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium on Saturday when the legend hit left-arm
pacer Yash Dayal for a massive six in the first
ball of the last over;

“The ball was lost and had to be replaced.
Dayal got a drier ball and suddenly hitting be-
came difficult,” a senior CSK official told TOL.
What it meant was that Dhoni couldn’t connect
the all-important second six of the over and ful-
fil his promise to his fans of playving his last IPL
match at Chepauk,

The 42-year-old was devastated after the loss
and was one of the first to leave the cityv for
Ranchi on Sunday morning. But there lingersa
belief in the CSK camp that Saturday’s loss
against Royal Challengers Bengaluru might not

__CRUCIAL CALL et

ni's last, “Dhoni

has not told any-
body in CSK that he is quitting. He has told the
management that he will wait for a couple of
months before taking afinal call,” a source close
to the developments said.

What is giving CSK management hope is that
Dhoni will keep his promise of playing his last
game at Chepauk, is his batting and wicketkeep-
ing form. Even on Saturday, he scored 25 at a

LAST DANCE? MS Dhoni in action on Saturday

and teams may be allowed to retain a maximum
of five players. There are four CSK players— Ru-
turaj Gaikwad, Jadeja. Dube and Matheesha
Pathirana - who are sure-fire retentions. In that
case, Dhoni may well opt for the lowest retention
slot without blocking too much money:

cames, Faf du Plessis and his men
cashed in on the several positives from
that match, notching up win after win.
The last one, a nervy 27-run validation

RCB 2.0

of their resurgence on Saturday night
at their home ground, came against

ROHIT LASHES OUT AT BROADCASTERS

ndia skipper Rohit Sharma on Sunday in privacy with our friends and colleagues,

lashed out at the IPL broadcasters for at training or on match days,” Rohit posted
“breaching” cricketers’ privacy by recording on X. He added, “Despite asking Star Sports
their conversations with friends and to not record my conversation, it was
colleagues at training and on match and then played on air, which isa
days and then telecasting the N breach of privacy.”

match-winning 86 against Kolkata
Knight Riders in the 2021 final stand
testimony to his versatility as a batter,
After Kohli's exit on Saturday night,
on a wicket made tricky by the damp-
ness, the South African brought all his
experience to the fore and his 54
proved to be a clincher.

‘IMPACT SUB' RULE MAY PLAY A ROLE

In addition, Dhoni may wait to see if the ‘impact
sub’ rule 15 abolished by the BCCI for the next
IPL. This rule allows Dhoni the flexibility of
playing the extra batter while keeping him-
self for the last two overs, when he doesn't

TOI looks at the six factors which

have worked for RCBE: contents. Rohit expressed his _ “The need to get exclusive strike-rate of close to 200, Dhoni also batted for  have to do too much running. If BCCI does
THE FOREIGN FLAVOUR ﬂfﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂt ﬂﬁ?f El‘-"_dﬂﬂ involving content and focus only on four overs and was comfortable in his running awayv with the rule, it may not be too viable
VIRAT KOHLI'S FORM A stumbling Faf du Plessis, Glenn | himand Kolkata Knight Riders views and engagement will one between the wickets - the torn calf that he was  for a team to have a batter exclusively for only

day break the trust between the

fans, cricketers and cricket. Let
better sense prevail." Rohit was seen
making a request to the broadcasters to
shut down the audio while recording him
after his chat with Nayar. ei

assistant coach Abhishek Nayar, in
which the former is seen contemplating his
future at the Mumbai Indians, went viral.
“The lives of cricketers have become so
intrusive that cameras are now recording
every step and conversation we are having

Maxwell with a cold bat, and the
indifferent form of Recee Topley,
Will Jacks and Cameron Green
were a major worry for RCB. But in
the second half of the season, Jacks

Virat Kohli has struck a purple patch
and has donned the Orange Cap for
the better part of the season. Yet, when
the team’s chips were down, his strike
rate and not his performance was the

playing with gradually healing along the course
of the tournament. “He did not feel any discom-
fort in his running between the wickets and that
15 a plus,” the source said.

There 15 a big auction coming up next year

12 balls. His franchise appears to have left the
decision to him. “*We will wait for Dhoni’s
communication. He alwavs has the best in-
terests of the team in mind, let's see what
happens,” the CSK official said.

talking point. Kohli has amassed 708
runs this season with a centurv and
five half-centuries at a strike rate of
153.60. Like in many seasons before,
he has been at the helm of the turna-
round, pushing his boundaries in the
power plays and ensuring good starts,

PATIDAR PACKS A PUNCH

Handed a clear role and a consistent
slot, Rajat Patidar has come into his
own. With five half-centuries and a
strike rate touching 180, Patidar has
filled the vacuum for an Indian batter
other than Kohli. He has accelerated
consistently, and the standout feature
has been his six-hitting abilities, espe-
cially against spinners. With 31 maxi-
mums and 19 fours, RCB have found a

raised the tempo with the bat and

Green filled the role of an overseas
all-rounder with aplomb.

BOWLERS COME TO THE PARTY
Bowling has often proved to be RCB's
Achilles' heel. It was the case in the
first half of the season. But in the lat-
ter half, discipline and precision have
been the key The foreign pacers like
Green and Lockie Ferguson have com-
plemented the efforts of Mohd Siraj
and Yash Dayal, while a returning
Maxwell and Swapnil Singh have for-
tified the undercooked spin attack.

CATCHES WIN MATCHES
Fielding at mid-off, Du Plessis plucked
a one-hand stunner to dismiss CSK's

Bengaluru: On Saturday night, Chennai
Super Kings needed 17 runs off the final
over to deny Royval Challengers Bengaluru
the lone slot up for grabs in the playofts, Faf
du Plessis tossed the ball to pacer Yash
Daval. The bowler from UP delivered a low
full toss to MS Dhoni, which the CSK maes-
tro sent out of the park.

Dayal watched the ball disappear and
one could not help but think about the
last over bowled by the pacer for Guja-

eventually releasing him. It got so bad that
mother, Radha even took ill seeing her
son's demotivated state.

Picked by RCB at the auction, on
Saturday, at their home ground, follow-
ing Dhoni's 110-metre effort, for a fleet-
ing moment those ghosts may have
resurfaced for the 26-vear-old.

“When I got hit off that
ball, I subconsciously went
back to that place (match
against KKR). But 1 have
done well in the past, [ have

new weapon to counter Dhoni with. The
new ball stuck on the wicket and the slow-
= 1 deliveries gripped. Dhoni then top-
Y edged a slower one for Swapnil Singh
" to pouch at deep backward square,
sending the packed stadium into a
' tizzy. For Daval, it was personal re-
demption unfolding as he bowled
slower deliveries and gave away
just one run in the next four to
seal RCB's win.
“GGod’s plan baby,” an ecstat-
ic, and somewhat relieved,

Dayal’s redemption: From horror to happiness

ManujaVeerappa@timesgroup.com delivered in matches. All that was go-
ing through my mind was to deliver two
balls well. Even if [ didn't execute it well,
there were seniors right behind me. That
helped me a lot.”

Dayal revealed that it was Dinesh
Karthik and Du Plessis who took the call
for him to bowl] the last over,

“I was supposed to bowl the 19th over.
Suddenly, DK-bhaiva and Faf talked to
each other, and it was decided that Lock-
ie (Ferguson) would bowl the 19th and
me the last,” he said.

match-winner in him. Mitchell Santner off Siraj's bowling rat Titans done well after that, so all Rinku would post on so- Decoding the final over, RCB skipper
on Saturday. This was one of the in- m against that was running through cial media. The voung Faf du Plessis explained, “The way Yash
FAF FACTOR stances of RCB's sharp fielding in a Kolkata my mind was to deliver a Dayval himself would wor-  bowled was unbelievable. [ told him pace

Du Plessis is among a few in the RCB
dugout who knows what it feels like to
lift the IPL trophv. He has done that
twice with Chennai Super kings. The
38-year-old can hand a lesson or two
in soaking up pressure. His unbeaten

season where dropped catches have
been the norm. The likes of Du Plessis,
Maxwell and Kohli have made up for
the shortcomings of a few others.
Kohli’s sensational direct hit to dis-
miss Shashank Singh in the match

Knight Riders last season. KRR's Rinku
Singh had hammered Dayal in the last
over, smashing five consecutive match-
winning maximums.
towel, Dayal

Face buried in a
was a picture of despair.

good ball. I didn’t want to
look at the scoreboard or
the result. | just wanted to
bowl well. | was confident
of executing well,”

Dayal B8

LY

ry about his mother. “Kaisa
feel kar rahi ho (How are you feel-
ing mom?),” would be his first words
to his mother on a video call.

“After what happened to me last

off is the best option on this pitch and
trust your skills and enjoy, this is what
vou trained for. In the first ball, the vork-
er did not work. and he went back to pace
off and it worked unbelievably well.”

That infamous over haunted Dayal for

would say later:

42-ball 67 against Sunrisers Hvderabad
in the 2018 qualifiers (for CSK)and the

against Punjab Kings is another in
stance of RCB’s tight fielding.

SNAP SHOTS
ARAVINDH IN SOLE LEAD

Indian Grandmaster Aravindh Chithambaram
defeated local star AR Saleh Salem to emerge as
the sole leader on 4.5 points after the end of the
fifth round of the Sharjah Masters chess tourna-
ment on Sunday. Chithambaram is now followed
by four players on four points. Top seed Arjun
Erigaisi is in the next pack of eight players on
3.5 points.

Select Indian results (Round 5): Aravindh Chithambaram (4.5)
it AR Saleh Salem (UAE, 2.5); Arjun Erigalsi{3.5) drew with
Volodar Murzin (Fid, 2.5); Sankalp Gupta (3.5) drew with Samue
Sevian (US, 3) Shreyas Roval {(Eng, 3) drew with Nihal Sarin (3);
Leon Luke Mendonca (3) drew with Nikolas Theodorou {Gre, 3} P
Intiyan {3 drew with Teimour Radjabov (hze, 33V Pranav {3) bt
Modirbek Yakubboey (Uzh, 2); B Adhiban (33 bt Powya Idani (i, 2).

Manu most successful shooter: Olympian
Manu Bhaker emerged as the most successful
shooter in the Olympic Selection Trials (OST)
Rifle/ Pistol, winning the women's 10m air pistol
trial 4 on the concluding day of the exercise in
Bhopal on Sunday. Overall, this was Manu's
fourth win in the trials across two events, the

a long time. The UP bowler wouldn't play
a game in the season after that, with GT

A ball lost, a ball re-
placed, Dayal knew he had a

% YASH DAYAL

"
s |
Ll

time, there was nervousness,”

he

The South African would later dedicate

would say. “Since coming to this RCB
set-up, I have practised a lot and have

his man of the match award to his born-
again left-arm bowler.

STRIKES 4445

Pep’s Army Wins Record

Fourth Consecutive Premier League
Title As Arsenal Dreams Dashe_,;

Manchester: Manchester City created Eng-
lish football history on Sunday, overcoming
West Ham 3-1 to win their fourth straight Pre-
mier League title and break Arsenal’s hearts.

Phil Foden scored two early goals at an
expectant Etihad to put his side on the brink
of the title before Mohammed Kudus pulled
one back with a spectacular overhead Kick.

But Rodri struck just before the hour to
restore City's two-goal cushion and the
home side rarely looked troubled as they
coasted to the win. Arsenal started the day
two points behind their rivals and praying

i 1

|.'||

HERE WE Eﬂ AGAIN: Man City players with the trophy

reminds
Klopp he
will never
walk alone

Liverpool: In many ways, it
was business as usual for
Jurgen Klopp. He touched
the “This is Anfield” sign in
the tunnel on the way out to
the pitch.

He patrolled the middle of
the field with his hands behind
his back during the warmups.
watching his own team — and
then, with that trademark
glare, his opponents.

looked emotional throughout
an afternoon that Liverpool
fans never wanted to come.
They lined the streets out-
side Anfield to welcome Klopp
and his players, and then pro-
duced a paper mosaic of the

word “JURGEN" in the stand
opposite the dugouts.

“People are calling it The
Last Dance. So let’'s dance.” he
told Sky Sports just off the field

other being the women's 25m sperts pistol. for a miracle to deny City their coronation. EPL: TOP ElGHT He waved to fans behind the before the match began - and
Earlier, Elavenil Valarivan won the women's 10m The Gunners, without a Premier League . Liverpool dugout and tapped Liverpool obliged by strolling
air rifle with a score of 254.3, 0.3 above the title since 2004, came from a goal down to beat Manchester City win sixth English Team | |w |p|L|ep| pis his heart just before kickoff, to one final victory for Klopp
current world record of 254.0 set by China's Han Everton 2-1 but had to content themselves 6PremiEr League title in seven 1. Man City 312817362 91 before soaking in the pre- thanks to goals by Alexis Mac
Jiayu in the ISSF World Cup in Baku this month. with second in the table for a second straight Seasons. > & : match rendition of “You'll Allister and Jarell Quansah.
Other winners: Men: 10m AR: Divyansh Panwar, 10m air pistol: season. City stand alone as the only English Falii Wil el o5 6] 89 Never Walk Alone.” Fans’ appreciation was on
Ravinder Skgh team to have won four straight top-flight titles. A 17th trophy for City manager 3. Liverpool | 38 | 24 (10| 4 | 45 | 82 “This morning I woke up.,” full display over the final few
Elsewhere on the final day of the Pre- Pep Guardiola in eight years at 4. Villa 38 |20 8 |10 15| 68 Klopp said Sunday before the minutes of Sunday’'s game
All 3 Indians finish T-24: Diksha Dagarshota mier League season, Luton’s relegation was the club — and that could rise to E Erie 38 1201 6 1121 13 | 66 final match of his transforma- with supporters on their feet
closing five-under 67 to finish tied 24th with confirmed with a 4-2 loss at home to Fulham. 18 if City beats United in the FA Cup final. « 3B tional, nearly nine-year stintin singing their version of the
fellow Indians Pranavi Urs, who shot three- They will join Burnley and Sheffield United 1 , b. Chelsea 38 | 18|19 11| 14| 63 charge of Liverpool, “and [ was Beatles' “I Feel Fine” over and
under 69, and Tvesa Malik (71) at the Amundi in lhle Championship next season. Except for Liverpool in T.Newcastle | 38 | 18 | 6 (14| 23 | 60 Com plplely in game mode,” over. “I'm ?*n:: olad that J uergen
German Masters near Berlin on Sunday. All City appeared to have one hand on the 2020, there has been 8 *ManUtd | 38 | 18 | 6 | 14| -1 | 60 This, of course, wasnonor- is a Red, I'm so glad he deliv-
three Indians finished with a tournament aggre- trophy and news then filtered through that \ no team in England’s Niote: Ton Eur.cualify for Champions ko : mal day for Kiopp. ered what he said!™
gate of one-under 287. German Alexandra Everton had taken the lead at Arsenal, leav- top flight to touch City since Guardiola i lE:-Ep “‘i{ q‘l;ina 'E'-"" ur Lampm_nTs a;%’“ﬁ;ﬂ The 2-0 win over Wolver- Klopp marked his farewell
Forsterling edged out Emma Spitz on the second ing Mikel Arteta’s men leaving an unlikely began his remarkable run by winning the Eﬁf('} - E?:zﬁéf;ncg LE;ZTE' fﬁgt:j:ﬁgdqi?nlf;n r hampton on a sunny day at by chanting the name of Arne
playoff hole to emerge triumphant. sequence of events to come out on top. But title in 2018, Com. Hiey vl quality ToF Euvons: Leaoue alona Anfield doubled as a tribute to  Slot, his likely successor, during

Indian scores (after 72 holes): 2BT: Pranavi Urs (74, 73,71 &9,
Twasa Malile (72, 77, &7, 713, Diksha Dagar (74, 73, 73,67, T-24),

Nishad wins silver; Pal bronze at World
Para: The Indian team picked up its first medals
in the World Para Athletics Championships with
high jumper Nishad Kumar and 200m runner
Preethi Pal winning a silver and bronze respec-
tively at Kobe, Japan on Sunday. Kumar cleared
1.99m to finish second in the men's T47 high
jump final and pick up India's first medal on the
third day. Preethi Pal then added a bronze in
women's T35 200m final in 30.49 seconds.

Kadam, Tarun, Suhas qualify for Paralym-
pics: Ace Indian para shuttlers Sukant Kadam,
Tarun and Suhas have sealed their berths for the
upcoming Paralympics in Paris. Kadam will be
competing in the men's SL 4 category. Apart
from him, Tarun and Suhas have also qualified
from the same category. Mandeep Kaur in SL3

the title race came alive again. Kai Havertz
sealed a 2-1 win in the 89th minute. Man-
chester United finished outside the Euro-
pean positions in eighth place and with a
negative goal difference despite beating
Brighton 2-0 away in their final game in the
Premier League season. arp

No team has ever done it (won
four in a row). You see what it
means to the fans and to us players
working all year for this moment.”
—Phil Foden, ran ity

with No. 5; No. 6 will qualify for Conference

% | think we're all a little bit disappointed.
We've been fighting so long for the big
dream.” — Martin Odegaard, ArsenaL

a coach who led Liverpool to
seven major trophies and
forged such a connection with
the city that he has been com-
pared to Bill Shankly
club’s legendary manager
from 1959-74. No wonder he

a goodbye speech. Wearing a red
hoodie with the words “T'll Nev-
er Walk Alone” on the back,
Klopp regaled the fans with the
song “Arne Slot, lalalalala” —
to the tune of “Live is Life” by
Austrian band Opus. ap

Asian player rule maybe Scrapped _ Zverev wears Rome Crown

Marcus.Mergulhao@timesgroup.com

Panaji: Indian Super League
(ISL) clubs have been told there
will possibly be changes to the
coach and player selection guide-
lines, with the Asian playver sign-
ing now no longer a mandatory

the ‘Asian quota,’
change in the AFC club competi-
tion guidelines.

“There is no formal commu-
nication from ISL
changes, but clubs have been in-
formally informed about the ‘ten-
tative possible changes’ for next

plaver rule will come as wel-
come news for Indian clubs who
rue they are foreced to sign play-
ers who do not offer value for
money. “The Asian player
change is fantastic and will
make a lot of difference,” said a
seniorclubofficial.

following a

about the

his second Rome Open

title after beating Nico-
las Jarry in straight sets 6-4,
7-5 in Sunday’s final. World
number five Zverev, also Foro
Italico champion n 2017,
comfortably won his sixth

\ lexander Zverev won

Novak Djokovic was dumped
out in the third round by Zve-
revs semi-final opponent,
journeyman Alejandro Tabi-
lo. Last yvear's winner Daniil
Medvedev was stopped at the
last-16 stage while Italian
world number two Jannik

e Nith o e requirement. season,” a source who has been Besides doing away with the Masters 1000 title in the last Sinner and third-ranked Car-
women's, Nithya and Sivarajan in mixed doubles ISL clubs, and even those in  tracking the development told Asian quota, ISL is also keen to : major tournament beforethe  and semifinal heroicsagainst  los Alcaraz both missed the
SL6 category also made the cut. The Paris the I-League, Indian football’s TOIonSunday. increase the salary cap from Rs Stefanos Tsitsipas and Tom-  tournament with injury;

Paralympics will be held from August 28 to
September 8.

Dallas reach NBA Western Conference
finals: Luka Doncic posted a triple-double and P
Washington drilled the deciding free-throws as
the Dallas Mavericks erased a 17-point deficit to
beat Oklahoma City 117-116 to reach the NBA
Western Conference finals on Saturday. The
Mavericks beat the top-seeded Thunder 4-2.

second-tier league, are allowed to
sign five international players,
besides one from a member asso-
ciation of the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC), which in-
cludes Australia. A maximum of
four of these foreign players are
allowed to be on the field of play
atany given point of time.

From next season, however,
ISL 1s planning to do awav with

FOOTBALL

“From the 2024-25 season,
AFChasallowed teams toregis-
ter an unlimited number of for-
eign players whocan play in the
Champions League.

“There is no Asian gquota
anyvmore and several countries
will announce changes.” The
possible change to the Asian

16.5 crore to Rs to 18 crore, with
two players - either domestic or
international - from each club
outside the salary cap.

Untillastseason, onlyamar-
quee playver’s salary was out-
side the cap. The new guide-
lines will allow clubs to spend
freely on international players,
without having to worry about
thesalary cap.

French Open, which gets un-
derway next weekend.

The 27-year-old succeeded
in his 1lith Masters final
which equalled Boris Beck-
er’s record for the most by a
German since the series be-
gan in 1990. He comfortably
beat Chile's Jarry, who could
not repeat his quarterfinal

my Paul, in one hour and 41
minutes. Zverev claimed his
first title of the year and first
since winning at Chengdu in
September at the end of an
unusual men'stournament in
which a host of top names
were either eliminated early
of dropped out before the
start of the event.

Six-time Rome champion

Earlier, Sara Errani and
Jasmine Paolini gave Italian
fanssomething to cheerafter
beating Coco Gauff and Erin
Routliffe to women's doubles
title. Errani and Paolini
made the Foro [talico crown
roar by beating reigning US
Open  singles champion
Gauff and Routliffe 6-3, 4-6,
10-8. AcENCIES
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Muddappa
bags fine treble

Drag racer Hemanth
Muddappa, a 12-time

; National
champion,
became the
fastest
quarter-
miler in
India as he
broke the
record at the 10th edition of
the Vroom Drag meet, on
way to a grand treble in the
Bikes Open event, held
along with the Round 1 of
the FMSCI Indian National
4w Drag Championship at
the Taneja air strip, near
Hosur on Sunday. Muddap-
pa of Mantra Racing set a
time of 9.264 seconds in the
Super Sport 4stroke 1051 to
1650¢cc class to break the
previous mark of 9.298sec
set by Jordan's Fahim
Zahrani in 2023.
Provisional results (Vrooin Bikes
Open): D2: 45 Super Sport
4-stroke 105lce to1650cc: |
Hemanth Muddappa (2.264 seconds);
2 8liman Saidalvi (815 3. Faras
Ahmed (9879, E3: Unrestricted
55lcc and above: L Hemanth
Muddappa {9.372); 2. Ataulla Baig
(26470 3 Aymaan Balg (9.734),
DL: Super Sport 4-strole 851 to
1050ce: L Hemanth Muddappa
(94153 2. Niranjan B Eumar (10.404);
3, Sawrabh Parab (104710,

DK, BU crowned cham-
pions: Dakshina Kannada
(DK) and Bengaluru Urban
{(BU) clinched the 5th
Senior state level Netball
championships in the men's
and women’s categories
respectively in Bengaluru
on Sunday. While Dakshina
Kannada beat Bengaluru
Urban 20-15 in the men's
section, Bengaluru Urban
women edged past Dakshi-
na Kannada 25-24.

Results: Men: Final: Dakshina
Kannada bt Bengaluru Urban 20-15;
Semis: Bengaluru Urban bt Chamraj-
nagara 23-22; Dakshina Kannada bt

SATWIK-CHIRAG PAIR TRIUMPHS

Indian Duo’s Love Affair With Bangkok Continues, Gets Boost Ahead Of OIy

Times News NETWORK

and Chirag Shetty got a

much-needed boost
ahead of Olvmpics with a ti-
tle triumph in Bangkok on
Sunday. The top seedsdid not
drop a game in the tourna-
ment and defeated Chen Bo
Yang and Liu Yi of China 21-
15, 21-15 in the final of the
Thailand Open BWF Su-
per-500 tournament.,

Satwik-Chirag had an-
nounced their arrival on the
world stage with the Thailand

qatwiksairaj Rankireddy

BADMINTON

Open victory in 2019 and this
is the second title of the year
for the duo after the French
Open Super-750 in March.
“This is a lucky venue for
us. Our journey started here
in 2019 and we went on to win
many tournaments. Hopeful-
ly, this victory will help us do
well in big tournaments and
also Olympics,” Satwik said.
This is the ninth BWF
Tour title for the duo and
their fourth  Super-500
crown. They have also won
two Super-750 and one Su-
per-1000 titles. They are the

k DBS BANK INDL

CHAMPAGNE MOMENT: India's Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (left) and Chirag Shetty with the Thailand Open
spoils in Bangkok on Sunday. This was the duo’s ninth BWF Tour title

only Indians to win Asian
Games gold and werealsothe
Asian champions.

TOUGH FIRST GAME

Despite being 26 rungs be-
hind the world No. 3 Indians,
the Chinese fought well in
the first game. The Indians

fell four points behind at one
stage (6-10) before recovering
to secureal4-12 lead.

“We know that they play
very fast and we couldn't re-
lax. This isthe best match we
plaved throughout the tour-
nament. The good thing is we
were calm and in control,”

satwik added. The Indians
were too good in the second
game. They led 11-6 and 15-11,
but the Chinese fought back
and made it 15-16, Both teams
playved a fast-paced game and
the Indians collected the
next five points. The main ad-
vantage for the Satwik-Chi-

rag duo was their smashing
prowess. Satwik won the20th
point with three straight
smashes, Lu returned two
but not the third. Chirag se-
cured the winning point with
another smash winner.

The duo will skip next
week's Malaysia Super-500
but will compete in the Sin-
gapore Super-750 later this
month. Their focus is to get
in shape before the Olympics
in July Chirag hoped to do
well in Olympics. “Not just
us, all the athletes would
want to winan Olympic med-
al. We want it too and hope-
fully we will play well there,”
Chiragsaid.

Lee Zii Jia of Malaysia
and Supanida Katethong of
Thailand won the men's and
women'ssinglestitles.

Other results (finals):

Men's singles: &-Lee Zii Jia (Mas) bt Ng Ka
Lexng Angus{Hkg) 21-11, 21-10.

Doubles: 1-longkoiphan Kititharakul/Ra-
winda Prajongjal (Tha) bt 3-Febriana Dwi-
puji KusumsafAmallia Cahayu Pratiwi {Ina)
2114, 2114.

Women's singles: &6-Supanida Katethong
{Tha} bt Han Yue (Chn) 21-16, 25-23, Mixed
doubles: 5-Guo Xin Wa/'Chen Fang Hui
(Chi) bt 1-Dechapod Puavaranukroh/Sapsi-
reg Taerattanachai {Tha) 12-21, 21-12. 21-18.

Schauffele Morikawa take one-shot lead

kawa shared the PGA Champion-
ship lead after the third round on
Saturday in Louisville, Kentucky, while
Shane Lowry made an epic charge up a
jam-packed leaderboard and Scottie

\ ander Schauffele and Collin Mori-

Scheffler lost ground.

Schauffele, who held the solo lead af-
ter the first two rounds, birdied the final
two holes at Valhalla Golf Club en route
to a three-under-par 68 that left him at 15-
under on the week and level with twice

major winner Morikawa (67).

PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

“I need to really just stay in myv lane

A A

Reuters
cup. He and Morikawa both birdied the

last. Englishman Justin Rose, who hasre-
corded five consecutive top-15 finishes at
the PGA Championship, also moved into
the mix with five front-nine birdies en
route to a 64 that left him three shots back
of the leaders and sharing seventh place
with Robert MacIntvre (66).

Lowry, bolstered by a sublime put-
ting display, become only the fifth player
tocarda62atamajorandcame justshort
of arecord-setting day as his 11-foot bird-
ie putt at the 18th rolled just left of the
hole. DeChambeau capped his round in

FOCUSED: Collin Morikawa

brilliant fashion when he chipped in for
eagle from 32 vards at the par-five 18th,

TOP SCORES

After 54 holes, US unless
mentmned 198: Xander
Schauffele
(62, 68, 68),
Collin
Morikawa (66,
65,67);199:
Sahith
TheegaJa{EE 67,67); 200:
Bryson DeChambeau (68,
65,67), Shane Lowry (Irl, 69,
69,62), Viktor Hovland (Nor,
68, 66, 66); 201: Justin Rose

Verstappen keeps
Norris at bay

- Ferrari’s Leclerc Finishes 3rd

Imola: Max Verstappen held
off alatecharge by McLaren's
Lando Norris to win the Emi-
lia Romagna GP by lessthana
second on Sunday,

Red Bull's triple Formula
One world champion took the
chequered flag just 0.725 of a
second ahead of the man who
beat him at the previous
round in Miami and sensed
he might snatch another

The win was Verstappen's
fifth in seven races this sea-
son, the 59th of his career and
the third edition in a row at
Imola. Last vear's race at the
Italian circuit was cancelled
due to heavy flooding.,

“I had no grip anymore. |
was sliding a lot. I saw Lando
closing in. The last 10 laps
were flat out,” said a relieved
Verstappen, who had ap-

FORMULA ONE

peared =et for another easy
win but had tosweat ultimate-
ly for the spoils. Ferrari’s
Charles Leclerc was third at
the Italian team’s atmospher-
ic home track, 7.916 off the
pace, for his fourth podium
finish of the season and a
home race to come in Monaco
next weekend.

The victory extended Ver-
stappen’'s championship lead
to 48 points, with Leclerc now
his closest rival after Red
Bull's Sergio Perez started
11th and finished only eighth.

Verstappen has 161 points,
Leclere 113 and Perez 107. Red
Bull have 268 in the construc-
tors' standings with Ferrari
on 212 and McLaren on 154.

McLaren’s Oscar Piastri
finished fourth, after starting
fifth due to a three-place grid
penalty for impeding in quali-
fyving. Ferrari's Carlos Sainz
was fifth and the Mercedes
pair of Lewis Hamilton and

Hassan 27-23,

Best Shooter: Nithin (D) Best
Defender: Abhi Nayaka (Chamiaj-
nagara); Best All-Roundar: YVarun
(Bengaluru Urban),

Women: Final: Eengaluru Urban bt
Dakshina Kannada 25-24; Semis:
Bangaluru Urban bt Ramanagara
24-21: Dakshina Kannada bt Mysore
19-15. Best Shooter: Mandini
{Bengaluru Urban); Best Defender:
Surabhi BR (Ramanagara); Best
All-Rounder: Pratiksha (Dakshina
Kannada}

and do a lot of what I've been doing and
just worry about
champion Schauffele, seeking his first
major, said about his approach for Sun-
day’s final round.

Seven playversare within four strokes
of the leaders, including Sahith Theega-
1a (67), who made five back-nine birdies
and sits alone in third place.

Former British Open winner Lowry,
whose62matched the lowestscore inma-
jor championship history, LIV Golf's
Bryson DeChambeau (67), who eagled
the final hole, and Viktor Hovland (66)
were two shots off the lead.

myself,” Olympic

adouble-bogey,

Schauffele was fresh off draining a
29-foot birdie putt at the 14th to open a
two-shot cushion before encountering
trouble at the par-four15th where his sec-
ond shot found thelong rough, leading to

Momentslater, plaving partner Mori-
kawa’'s birdie putt from five feet at the
same hole circled around the cup then
dropped in, giving him a one-shot lead.

But Schauffele refused to back down
and went on to tap-in for birdie at the par-
four17th after his brilliant approach shot
from 141 vards settled two feet from the

of four

TIMES

prompting a major fist-pump from the
2020 US Open champion and massive
roar from the fans.

Rory Mellroy, eager to snap a 10-year
major drought and who arrived at Val-
halla among the favourites, used astring

birdies around the turn to enter

the fray before his putter cooled and he
settled for a 68 that left him seven shots
back. World No, 1 Scheffler, who began
the day three shots off the lead, saw his
sireak of 42 consecutive rounds at par-
or-better come to an end as he settled for
a two-over 73 that left him eight shots
adrift. acencies

NATION

(Eng, 70,67, 64), Robert
Macintyre (Sco, 66, 69, 66);
202: Dean Burmester (RSA,
69,65, 68). Select: 203:
Justin Thomas (69, 67, 67);
205: Hideki Matsuyama
{Jpn,70,65,70), Jordan
Spieth (69, 69,67), Rory
Mcliroy (NIR, 66, 71,68);
206: Scottie Scheffler (67,
66,73); 209: Brooks Koepka
(67,68, 74); 210: Rickie Fow-
ler (72,69,69), 212: Dustin
Johnson (73,68, T1). acencies

Results (Top 10)

1 Max Verstappen (Ned, Red Bull,
1:25:25.252), 2, Lando Norris (GER,
McLaren, +0.725), 3. Charles Leclerc
thdon Ferrar, +7916), 4. Oscar Piastr
{Aus, McLaren, +14132), 5 Carlos
Sainz (Esp, Ferrari, +22.325), b. Lewis
Hamilton {GBR, Mercedes, +35104),
7 George Russell (GER, Morcedes,
+47154), 8. Sergio Perez (Max, Red
Bull, +54.776), 9. Lance Stroll (Can,
Aston Martin, +119.556), 10. Yoki
Tsumoda (Jpn, BB, +1iap). DINF: Alex
Alban (That, Williams), Fastest lap:
Goorge Russell. AGENCIES

George Russell sixth and sev-
enth on another afternoon to
forget for the once-dominant
team. Lance Stroll was ninth
for Aston Martin, whose oth-
er driver Fernando Alonso
started in the pitlane and fin-
ished 19th, and Yuki Tsunoda
took the final point for Red
Bull's Faenza-based RB team
intheirhomerace.

Verstappen held off Nor-
risatastart without incident,
the top four then running in
grid order on a sunny after-
noon at a track where over-
taking can be tricky,

What had looked like being
one of the dullest races so far
this vear came tolife as Norris
began eating into WVerstap-
pen’s lead in the closing laps
and the crowd, 200,000 overthe
weekend, sensed anupset.

Norris was 11 seconds
adrift starting the final lap
butjustran outof time.

“It hurts me to say but one
or two more laps [ think I
would have had him,"” said the
Briton. “Weareat a point now
wherewecansay weare inthe
position with Ferrariand Red
Bull. We have to get used to it
We are fighting for first and
second NOw.”" AGENCIES

CLIDSE RACE: WlnHEr Max ‘uferstappen is flanked by McLaren s Lando
Norris (left) and Charles Leclerc of Ferrari in Imola, Italy, on Sunday

Child among
3 passengers
injured as pole
falls on train

Times News NETwoRK

Raipur: Three passengers, includ-
ing a child, were injured when a
trackside pole collapsed and struck
the 18030 Shalimar-Lokmanva Ti-
lak Express near Raipur on Sunday
morning. The accident was caused
by “unauthorised” drilling by
Chhattisgarh State Electricity
Board (CSEB)neartherailway line,
said officials. CSEB denied that the
work was unauthorised.

The train was passing through
Urkura station, around 10km from
Raipur, when the pole fell on the
train, smashing a window of an AC
coach and injuring three passen-
gers, one of them identified as Sou-
mya Mondal. “First-aid was given
to the passengers and they were
taken to a private hospital in Rai-
pur. All of them are out of danger,”
saidan official. According to sourc-
es, a contractor of CSEB told la-
bourers to drill underneath the
railway line . Asaresult of the acci-
dent, Shalimar Expresswas held up
at Raipur for about an hour,

RK Shukla, managing directorof
CSEB, said the work was being car-
ried out by a CSEB contractor, and a
“collaborative survey” was carried
out before it started.

around 261 lakh tonnes and

Wheat buy may miss target,
but set to cross 2023 mark

Punjab, Hry Recorded Higher Purchases, MP 33% Down

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Wheat pro-
curement hy govt agencies
this vear is set to cross last
vear's figure of 262 lakh
tonnes in the next couple of
days, but is likely to be
much less than the esti-
mate. As on Saturday, pur-
chase of the foodgrain was

State
Punja

daily arrival now is about up |2

70,000-80,000 tonnes. na9
Madhya Pradesh, where _ I4

govtpurchase has been near- Rajasthan 791

lv 33"% less than the procure-
ment last year, has extended
the procurement period to

75% OF TOTAL FROM PUNJAB & HRY

M Procurement (May 18, 2023) & Procurement (May 18, 2024)
{ALL figures in Lakh Tonnes)

» Total Wheat procured last year

| 262 lakh tonnes

» Procurement target for this
year | 300-310 lakh tonnes

N ]
Al St N~ ¥ |

more than four-fold jump in
wheat procurement in Ut-
tar Pradesh and 2.5 times in
Rajasthan, their contribu-
tion to the central pool is
hardly 18 lakh tonnes. Govt
had expected procurement
of around 50 lakh tonnes of
wheat from UP, Rajasthan
and Bihar Officials said the
procurement period in UP
1s likely to be extended till
June so that more farmers
can get the benefit of MSE
Sources sald with the
current level of procure-
ment, there is hardly any
scope for govt to lift the re-
striction on wheat export

May 31. However, Punjaband
Haryvana recorded higher
purchases than last yvear of
124 lakh tonnes and 71.4 lakh
tonnes respectively

Food Corporation of In-
dia (FCI) officials said they
were confident of total pro-
curement touching 270 lakh
tonnes against earlier esti-
mate of 300-310 lakh tonnes,
which was arrived at after

consultation with states.

“The current level of
procurement and the stock
that we have will be more
than enough to meet the
food security requirement
of providing free foodgrain
to 80 crore poor under the
PM GaribKalvan Yojna and
other welfare schemes. We
will also have good stock for

market intervention

check prices,

The state won't be able

80 lakh tonnes.

if need
arises,” said a govt official.

TOI has learnt that govt
agencies are trying to fig-
ure ont the reason behind
less procurement in MP.

achieve the initial target of

Thoughtherehasbeena

this vear as well. It also re-
to  mains to be seen whether
the Centre will restore the
wheat-rice ratio as it was
before May 2022. Govt had
changed the policy to allo-
cate more rice instead of
wheat following a drastic
to  reduction in foodgrain pro-
curement in 2022 due to low-
er production and record
exports that vear.

TMC govt is trying to alter
West Bengal’s demography: PM

PM was silent on Sandeshkhali videos
as he knew charges were not true: TMC

T rinamool Congress on Sunday alleged that PM Modi “stayed
silent” on the Sandeshkhali videos all these days because he
was aware that the allegations levelled by BJP that women were
abused in Sandeshkhali were not true, report Dwaipayan
Ghosh & Sujoy Khanra. Responding to PM’s charge at his
rallies earlier in the day that TMC was blaming Sandeshkhali
women to save its goons, the party’s leaderin Rajya Sabha,
Derek O Brien, said: “The PM has stopped talking about the
‘Modi 420° guarantee. In the last fortnight, he also zipped his lips
on Sandeshkhali after the videos surfaced.” Calling BIP seniors
“migratory birds” who only visit Bengal at election time, O Brien
said: “Modi and his minions insult Bengal, degrade the dignity of
women and choke the state of funds.”

p Continued from page 1

hey (Trinamool) are

‘ now resorting to blam-
_ing the women of Sand-
eshkhali in language that is
unacceptable,” he said, allud-
ing to the backlash over two
“survivors” retracting their
rapeallegations and the emer-
gence of a video purportedly
showing BJP's Sandeshkhali
Block-1l chief Gangadhar
Koyal admitting the complai-
nants had “done whatever
they were told to do”. Modi al-
so attacked CM Mamata over

her remarks about “a few
monks”, whomsheaccused of
working for BJE

“TMC govt has crossed
all limits. The whole world
recognises Iskcon, Swami
Vivekananda's Ramakrish-
na Mission and Bharat Se-
vashram Sangha for their
work, but Bengal's CM open-
ly threatens them, even tak-
ing names. TMC stoops so
low just to please its vote
bank, least bothered about
the feelings of lakhs of peo-
ple,” he said.

Invoking Iskconfounder
Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Swami Vive-
kananda and Bharat Se-

BJP wants to loot
democracy: Rahul

P Continued from page 1

FIR has been regis-
\terad under sections
f 171-F and 418 (imperson-
ation) of IPC, and 128 (viola-
tion of the secrecv of voting),
132 (misconduct) & 136 (fraud)
of the Representation of Peo-
ple Act, 1951 at Nayagaon po-
lice station in Etah district,”
he said. Thakur told TOI that
some polling agents took his
son to a nearby booth before
the start of voting “to partici-
pate in the EVM machine in-
spection/randomisation”.
“My son pressed the ballot
unit several times, shot the
video and later shared it.”
SP chief Akhilesh shared

the video at 4.05pm Sunday
from his official X handle with
a post, “If Election Commis-
sion feels this is wrong, then it
must take some action, other-
wise... BJP's booth committee
is actually a loot committee.”
Rahul wrote, “Seeing its de-
feat, BJP wants to loot democra-
ov by pressuring the government
machinery to deny the mandate.
Congressexpectsfromall the offi-
cers performing election duty
that they should not forget their
constitutional responsibility tm-
der the pressure of power, Other-
wise, as soon as the Indian gov-
ernment is formed, such action
will be taken that anvone will
think 10 times before insulting
theoath of the Constitution.”

Most U-5 deaths in India now occur in

early & post-neonatal periods: Study

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Majority of
deaths amongchildren under
the age of five in India are
now occurring during early
neonatal period (first 7 days)
and post-neonatal period (29
days to 11 months), a new
study published in JAMA Net-
work Open claimed. The study
is based on analysisof over2.3
lakh deaths of under-5 chil-
dren documented in five
rounds of National Family
Health Survey (NFHS), the re-
sults of which were released
in 1993, 1999, 2006, 2016 and 2021.

According to the study,
deaths among children expe-

The study is based
on analysis of over
2.3 lakh deaths of
under-5 children
documented in five
rounds of National
Family Health Survey

rienced the most substantial
decrease between 1993 and
2021, from 33.5 to 6.9 deaths
per 1,000, accompanied by a
substantial reduction in in-
ter-state inequalities,

The researchers sub-di-
vided child mortality rates
into four early-life periods:
early-neonatal (first 7 days),
late-neonatal (8-28 days),

post neonatal (29 days to 11
months), and child (12-59
months).

They found that while
early neonatal (from 33.5 to
20.3 deaths per 1,000), late neo-
natal (from 14.1 to 4.1 deaths
per 1,000), and post neonatal
(from 31.0 to 10.8 deaths per
1,000) mortality decreased, in
ter-state  inequalities re-
mained notable. “Mortality
burden shifted over time, and
it is now concentrated during
the earlv-neconatal (48.3% of
total deaths in children young-
er than 5 vears) and post-neo-
natal (25.6%) periods,” the re-
searchers point out.

“A stagnation or worsen-
ingforcertainstatesand UTs

was observed from 2016 to
2021 for early-neonatal, late-
neonatal, and post neonatal
mortality. If thispatterncon-
tinues, these states and UTs
will not meet United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) targets related to
child survival,” theyv added.

SDGsof UN include reduc-
ing mortality in the first 5
vears to 25 deaths per 1,000 live
birthsandthefirst28daystol2
deaths per 1,000 live births by
2080. Researchers from Har-
vard, University of Toronto
and IIT Mandi among others
set targets for different-aged
periods also to provide a gen-
eral sense of the progress for
various states/UTs.

vashram's fountainhead
Swami Pranavananda, the
PM said this country

wouldn't tolerate any insult
hurled at philosophers and
ourus of their stature.

He urged the Bengal elec-
torate to “punish the TMC
govt in such a manner that it
never again dares to insult
our monksand saints”.

Atarally in Hooghly Sat-
urday, Mamata had said,
“Not all monks are the same.
There is a maharaj in Beh-
rampore, of whom I have
been hearing for a long time-
..Kartik Maharaj. The per-

son who sayvs he will not al-
low any Trinamool Congress
agent in the polling booth.”

In Kharagpur, Modi
charged TMC with “play-
ingadangerous game” and
trying to alter the state's
demography. “Hindus
have becomeaminority(in
parts of the state). I won't
allow themtodothat. Time
has come to give them a be-
fitting reply,” he said.

Modi promised “more
stringent action” against
the corrupt after June 4,
when the election verdict
will be declared.

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ

() 4 - Both vulnerable. as South, vou
hnlck:

AAJTTTAINTOII0TOIA&)

) 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South,
your hold:

AKQTHEITOAOGRAKYES

Right-hand opponent opens 15, YWhat

As dealer; what call would vou make™
call would you make?

) 2 - Norh-South vulnerable, as 5
South. vou hold: Q 5 - North-South vulnerable, as

South, vou hold:
A Y TSI THAIGR & 7 . =
' SHES K] AQOKTIAIZOKQSRAIES

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
& Pass Pass 7
What call would you make?

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1% INT 20 T
What call would you make?

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South, @ § . East-West vulnerable, as South,
vol huld yiou hold:
AKQOPARKTHOKETIAQSE AAIDTIDKQYTOATIMASR
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST NOHRTH EAST
.I.NT Pass 2% Pass Pass 0% Pass

INT

"Transfer o spades ;Trmafrr tir hearts

What call would vou make? What call would vou make?
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23 States DANCE of 2

the ongoing general elections for
the 18th Lok Sabha after today

would have concluded polling in % RAC '
i) .

&

UP, Bihar & Bengal are big states where
voting will continue after the fifth & smallest

f‘ﬁ

¢ 19%

seats would've
voted after
today

»

phase. National capital Delhi votes next

MAX CITY, MAHA YUDH

It's the grand finale of the Maharashtra grudge match as the subplot in the
NDA vs INDIA contest becomes the main theme. In and around India’s
commercial capital, the two Senas square off in the most bitter & personal of
fights in these Lok Sabha elections. The other big face-offs are in UP & Bengal

WHAT'S AT STAKE IN PHASE 5 i [svnesurs |8 e un
_ A : 5 ceese080
TO DEFEND: 39 seats, including TODAY INDIA 0080000
Maharashtra (excluding 2 Sena / i Papapapap .12
candidates who are with Uddhav y i 000000
group), all 5 in Bihar, all 3 in i ) since 2019 WestBengal = 7
Jharkhand, 3 out of 5in Odisha,3 o - 2000000
out of 7 in West Bengal and lone ™ : o
seat in Ladakh. ""g Bihar 000005
CAN LOOK FOR GAINS IN: Bengal, 20060
where it lost 4 of 7 seats polling = ?d'?ha P e e ..5
today last time, and in Odisha. \ & Jharkhand eee3
s allt
Im A ' Jammu & Kashmir el
TO DEFEND: 7 seats, including 4 of 7 seats Ladakh o1
polling today in West Bengal, 2 of 13 seats | ‘it ;
in Maharashtra (adding 2 Sena candidates =3 No of Seats’* (2019
with Uddhav group) and Rae Bareli in UP. : 1;” 4 BJP é
CAN LOOK FOR GAINS IN: Almost all \ = | : .
the states in this round, but more so in | ] 49 St ez (5 I 5 (*Nos. based on
Maharashtra, where it had won only 3 of \ Y seats Juf 1 current alignment
the 13 seats that go to polls today. Also in \ | Lksel 1 of MPs: **Does not
Bihar, where it starts with a clean slate. 1[\% ,.s“;_- TMCEEN4  include J&K seat)
WHAT THIS BREAK-UP EXCLUDES: The lone — Shiv Sena (UBT) ll 2°
seat polling today in Jammu & Kashmir, which is congll 1
not possible to categorise as having been won by any party last
time since seat boundaries have been redrawn since 2019. BIDN 2
Candidates | Criminal Cases corious
thal 8 2 | criminal
Candidates | charges
695 croreat !
Candidates |

Total analysed (ADR): 685 < I
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HIGH-STAKES BATTLES TO WATCH TODAY

Maharashtra: This Lok Sabha election's most complex political
arena sees its final act today with a high-voltage Sena vs Sena
showdown, a fight that's as much about political relevance

as it is about Balasaheb's legacy and prestige for the two
protagonists — Uddhav Thackeray and the man who unseated
him as CM, Eknath Shinde. Of the 13 remaining seats in the
state polling today, six are in India's commercial capital,
Mumbai, the Sena bastion where Uddhav is looking for voters’
stamp of condemnation of the “betrayal” he accuses Shinde of
leading to the party splitting in two. The Shinde group is part
of Mahayuti (BJP) and Uddhav's Sena UBT with MVA (Sharad
Pawar's NCP and Congress). Four of the seats are in the wider
Mumbai Metropolitan Region, which includes Shinde’s home turf Thane. _
Here, Shinde is seeking endorsement of his rebellion. BJP, which did very i
well here in 2019, will see an advantage, but with two Senas and two NCPs
in the mix, it's a new playing field for all parties.

A LOOK AT UNION MINISTERS & OTHER EAWWEIGHTS IN THE FRAY

Uttar Pradesh: The state that votes in all seven phases
- moves into one of its biggest two rounds today — the
next one in Phase 6 — as 14 seats in Awadh, including

capital Lucknow, and the entire Bundelkhand

(Jalaun, Jhansi, Hamirpur and Banda) go

to polls today. In 2019, BIP swept these
seats except Rae Bareli. This time, with
the Gandhi bastion at the centre, INDIA

bloc (Cong & Samajwadi Party) is eyeing

a revival here. Other high-profile seats are
Faizabad, which includes Ayodhya, and controversial
former wrestling federation chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
i Singh's stronghold Kaiserganj. Also keep an eye on
Mohanlalganj and Fatehpur from where two Union
. ministers — Kaushal Kishore and Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti,
. respectively — are contesting.

 Lucknow

2019 WINNER: BJP (Rajnath Singh) — e
KEY CONTENDERS: Rajnath Singh (BJP), Ravidas Mehrotra (SP)
Defence minister Rajnath Singh inherited the legacy of Vajpayee

in 2014 — after a brief interlude — and is looking for a hat-trick.
Vajpayee won the seat on the trot between 1991 and 2004. His

Man Friday in Lucknow, Lalji Tandon, won it in 2009, carrying the
proverbial ‘khadau’ of Vajpayee. After making his LS debut from Ghaziabad in 2009,
Rajnath shifted to the state capital to step into the giant shoes of his mentor. Even
two decades after Vajpayee stepped out of active politics, Rajnath doesn't miss any
opportunity to invoke his legacy. He has brought in a slew of projects to the city for
sprucing up infrastructure and creating jobs. SP's Ravidas Mehrotra is an MLA and
street fighter, a socialist who first became legislator in 1989. His challenge, however,
seems feeble in front of Rajnath's heavy election machinery.

qag Aepn :suoiensn|||

Mumbai North e ——
2019 WINNER: BJP (Gopal Shetty) __—— L

KEY CONTENDERS: Piyush Goyal (BJP), Bhushan Patil (Shiv Sena UBT)

A Rajya Sabha member so far, Union commerce and industries minister
Piyush Goyal is making his LS debut from Mumbai, the city he grew up in.
With its significant Gujarati and middle-class Maharashtrian population,
this seat is a BJP stronghold and was nurtured by the party for years before actor Govinda
delivered a shock defeat to Ram Naik in 2004. In 2019, Urmila Matondkar contested from
here for Congress but was comprehensively beaten by Gopal Shetty. This time, Congress
has given the seat to Uddhav's Sena, which has fielded the relatively low-profile Bhushan
Patil. Sena will be hoping to garner Marathi, Muslim and Christian votes, and is banking
on the sympathy factor over the killing of its former corporator Abhishek Ghosalkar on

FB Live earlier this year. However, this is one seat where the state’s political muddle

does not cast a shadow like it does elsewhere because of BJP's grassroots strength.

Rae Bareli

2019 WINNER: Cong
(Sonia Gandhi)

KEY CONTENDERS: Rahul
Gandhi (Cong), Dinesh
Pratap Singh (BJP), Thakur
Prasad Yadav (BSP)

After a long wait, Rahul Gandhi chose

his mother's seat as his second contest,
alongside Wayanad. He narrowly lost from
neighbouring Amethi — another family
bastion — against BJP's Smriti Irani in 2019,
Between the two, Rae Bareli is considered

the ‘safer’ seat. Rae Bareli first elected
Rahul's grandfather Feroze Gandhi to Lok
Sabha in 1952, His grandmother Indira Gandhi
represented it between 1967 and 1985, barring
the 1977 loss to Raj Narayan, while his mother
Sonia was MP from 2004 to 2019. 5P chief
Akhilesh Yadav and other INDIA bloc allies
have campaigned for Rahul as Congress looks
for an improved performance in UP, which

is key to Parliament numbers. BJP's Dinesh
Pratap Singh, Congress MLC between 2009
and 2018 and Sonia's pointsman, jumped ship
after a dispute and instantly became BJP's
candidate in 2019. He brought down Sonia's
victory margin from 3 lakh to 1.7 lakh and

is once again banking on BJP's machinery,
welfare schemes and his local clout.

2019 WINNER: NC (Mohd Akbar Lone)—— . /
KEY CONTENDERS: Omar Abdullah (NC), Sajjad Lone (People's Conference) =~
Omar Abdullah, who has shifted to this north Kashmir seat from the south | /8=
(Srinagar), says he is taking on “BJP and the Centre”, who are using all their
resources here despite not fielding a candidate in the Valley. The former CM

is batting for restoration of full statehood to J&K and has called the nullification of Article
370 an “existential challenge”. He says opponent Lone is the “B-team of BJP™ while the
latter calls Omar a dynast, an “outsider” and a “tourist” in Baramulla. Into this mix comes
Sheikh Abdul Rasheed aka Engineer Rashid of Awami Ittehad Party, who is contesting the
polls from Tihar jail, where he has been incarcerated since Aug 2019 on terror funding
charges. A former aide of Lone, Rashid is a worry for him and PDP candidate Fayaz Mir as
he polled over 1 lakh votes in the last LS election and is expected to cut into their share.

e —

Hajipur|

2019 WINNER: UP (Pashupati KumarParas)— e |
KEY CONTENDERS: Chirag Paswan (LJP-Ram Vilas), Shiv Chandra Ram (RJD)
Socialist bastion Hajipur is one of Bihar's six Lok Sabha constituencies
reserved for SCs. Ram Vilas Paswan represented this seat eight times

in his career and lost just twice — in 1984 and 2009, In recent years,

the poll narrative in Hajipur has centred around who is the claimant to
Paswan's legacy, son Chirag Paswan or brother Pashupati Kumar Paras, who won from
here in 2019 after Paswan offered the seat to him. BJP has decided to fully back Chirag,
allotting five seats in Bihar to Chirag’s faction and none to the Paras camp. Paswan's
party LJP split in 2021, For Chirag then, this is as deep a prestige battle as it gets, PM
Modi has campaigned for him, but the battle is an uphill one, with RJD holding three of
the six assembly segments and Congress one; ally BJP has the other two.

2019 WINNER: BIP (Smriti Irani)

KEY CONTENDERS: Smriti Irani (BJP),
KL Sharma (Cong) \
It's not quite the grudge mat%f 2019, but
still seems to be going down

to the last over. With Rahul

Gandhi contesting from

Rae Bareli, Congress sprung
a surprise by fielding

KL Sharma, who has been
the Gandhis' Man Friday in
the twin constituencies for
four decades, from Amethi. Sharma came to
Amethi as a member of Rajiv Gandhi's youth
brigade in 1983. Rajiv, who won a bypoll
following the demise of his brother Sanjay
Gandhi, held the seat till his death in 1991.
Sonia Gandhi made her Lok Sabha debut from
here in 1999. She shifted to Rae Bareli in 2004,
handing Amethi to Rahul, who won the seat
thrice before the shock defeat to Smriti Irani
in 2019. In the current campaign, Smriti has
repeatedly called Rahul a “deserter” but the
Congress narrative is that the family loyalist
is more than capable of defeating her.

SEE FLAP INSIDE FOR OTHER BIG BOUTS
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BIG BOUTS OF PHASE 5

MUMBAI SOUTH MUMBAI NORTH CENTRAL

2019 WINNER: Shiv Sena (Arvind Sawant) 2019 WINNER: BJP (Poonam Mahajan)
KEY CONTENDERS: Arvind Sawant (Shiv Sena UBT), KEY CONTENDERS: Ujjwal Nikam (BJP), Varsha Gaikwad (Cong)

Yamini Jadhav (Shiv Sena) y he special public prosecutor for 26/11 trial, Ujjwal Nikam,
Incumbent Arvind Sawant, who stayed with Uddhav has been nominated by BJP in place of sitting MP Poon-

Thackerav’s Shiv Sena. is hoping for a third term from am Mahajan. Nikam, who formally joined the saffron

this constituency. After a delayed nomination from the party in April, faces a tough battle in this constituency. His
ruling coalition, Byculla MLA Yamini Jadhav didn't get to rival is four-time Congress MLA and the party’s Mumbai chief
hit the ground early, but she's banking on the Modi factor. Varsha Gaikwad, a legislator from neighbouring Dharavi as-
This SoBo constituency has a mixed population — Malabar sembly seat. North Central, which stretches from Bandra to
Hill social elite, Gujarati-Marwari business fam- g4 Santacruz and Kurla, has a cosmopolitan mix that includes
Maharashtrians, North Indians, East Indian Christians, Mus-
lims and Parsis. There was a demand within the

ilies, middle-class Maharashtrians, people of
Mumbai's old mill district ‘Giran-

gaon’ and minorities. Another chal-
lenge for Jadhav is money launder-
ing allegations raised against her
and her husband Yashwant,
who is an ex-BMC standing
committee chief, made
\ not too long ago
| Sawant by BJP

il <
NASHIK

2019 WINMER: Shiv Sena (Hemant Godse)

KEY CONTENDERS: Hemant Godse
(Shiv Sena), Rajabhau Waje
{Shiv Sena UBT), Shantigiri Maharaj (Ind)

is now locked in battle with his former party colleague and UBT |

H emant Godse, who has been winning from Nashik from 2014, |
Sena nominee Rajabhau Waje, former Sinnar MLA. Getting a

nomination for this prestigious seat wasn't smooth sail-
ing for Godse, who had to fend off Mahayuti partners,
BJP and NCE which were both keen to contest from
here. A prominent face in the ring was NCP minister {
Chhagan Bhujbal, who claimed that BJP's central
leadership had proposed his name. Godse now has to
ensure that parties in the governing coalition act in
cohesion. He will also hope that people in the onion
growers belt respond positively to the Centre’s recent
withdrawal of export ban. Waje will rely on Sena sup-
porters backing Thackeray and discontent among
farmers. Complicating matters for both is Shantigiri
Maharaj, a seer who has a sizeable following in Nashik.

HOOGHLY

2019 WINNER: BJP (Locket Chalterjee)

Manadip Ghosh (CPI-M)

Locket

e

gress clawed its way back in the 2021 state assembly polls
and the 2023 panchayat polls, largely negating gains made
by BJE Though a debutante, Rachna is a household name in
the state, courtesy her hugely successful TV show, ‘Didi No.
1" and Trinamool has thrown its might behind her to wrest
the constituency back.,

BONGAON

2019 WINNER: BJP (Shantanu Das)
KEY CONTENDERS: Shantanu Thakur (BJP), Biswaijit Das (TMC)

1 this Matua heartland, the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) promise set
the agenda in 2019 LS polls, handing BJP a win. Two years later, in the 2021
assembly poll that TMC swept, Bongaon remained firmly with BJP, handing
the party wins in six of the seven assembly segments. Five vears on, CAA remains
at the core of the campaign here, The difference — it was a promise in 2019 and
is a reality now. And vet, there is anxiety about the test that every applicant must
pass. TMC has pitted a BJP turncoat MLA, Biswajit Das against the incumbent
Shantanu Thakur, junior Union minister and descendant of Matua guru
Harichand Thakur. TMC, earlier his year, nominated Shantanu’s aunt Mamata

Bala Thakur as a Rajya Sabha MP

FAIZABAD

2019 WINNER: BIP (Lallu Singh)

KEY CONTENDERS: Lallu Singh (BJP), Awadhesh
Prasad (SP), Sachidanand Pandey (BSP)

n this constituency that includes Ayvodhya,

I two-time BJP MP Lallu Singh is banking on
the euphoria of Ram temple along with govt’s
*vikas' theme, to score a hat-trick. A Thakur and
an accused in the Babri demolition case, Singh was a five-time
MLA from Ayodhya assembly seat between 1991 and 2007. He
is pitted against Awadhesh Prasad of SP and Sachidanand
Pandey of BSE A Dalit and former minister in SP
govt, Prasad is a nine-time MLA from erstwhile
: Sohawal and now Milkipur. SP has experiment-
. ed by fielding a Dalit to cash in on the substan-
=% ' tial presence of SC voters here. The entry of
"ﬂ - former [PS officer Arvind Sen, son of three-
-~ time Faizabad MP Mitrasen Yadav, as CPI
candidate has made this contest interest-
ing. Mitrasen had won the seat in 1989
for CPL. in 1998 (for SP) and 2004 (BSP).

Lally

local Congress to field a minority candidate, but
that wasn't met. Gaikwad has the advantage of
experience in election campaigning as well as
the support of Shiv Sena (UBT) whose leader
Uddhav Thackeray has his residence here. Ni-

KEY CONTENDERS: Locket Chatterjee (BJP), Rachana Banerjee (TMC),

in these Lok Sabha elections in which both contestants

are women. In Trinamool colours is actor Rachna Ba-
nerjee while BJP has once again fielded incumbent Locket
Chatterjee in a constituency that witnessed the rise of Mamata Banerjee as a
force against three decades of CPM rule with the Singur agitation against Tata's
Nano factory, After BJP's 2019 Lok Sabha win, Trinamool Con- .

r 1‘mrﬂ Tollywood faces square off here, among the handful

kam, the man who prosecuted Pakistani
terrorist Ajmal Kasab, also has BJP's

ground network backing him. Gaikwad

2019 WINNER: Shiv Sena (Rajan Vichare)

KEY CONTENDERS: Naresh Mhaske (Shiv Sena), Rajan
- Vichare (Shiv Sena UBT)

which covers Thane city and parts of Navi

Mumbai, late as Sena and BJP were both eye-
ing it. Angered after Sena was handed the nomina-
. tion, Navi Mumbai strongman Ganesh Naik's sup-
. porters followed up with a spate of resignations.
. Though the rift was resolved in days, it's yet to be
- seen if there's any long-term impact of the tussle.
. The coalition’s eventual pick, Naresh Mhaske, had
- to make up for lost time while Sena UBT’'s Rajan
. Vichare had a headstart as the constituency’s sitting
. MP. What may still work from Mhaske - the former
mayor of Thane - is that he's fighting from CM
Eknath Shinde’s home turf. In this direct Sena vs
Sena fight, a win is a must for both parties who
want to establish their claim that they are the
real Shiv Sena.

M ahayuti announced its candidate for this seat,

SARAN

2019 WINNER: BIP
(Rajiv Pratap Rudy)
KEY CONTENDERS:
Rohini Acharya Yadav
(RID), Rajiv Pratap Rudy (BJP)
amous as the birthplace of socialist
leader Jayprakash Narayan, this
constituency has been with BJP for
the past decade. This time, though, the
contest may not be a cakewalk for B.JP's
Rajiv Pratap Rudy, former Union MoS
for skill development. He is up against
Lalu Yadav's daughter Rohini Acharva,
who first came into spotlight after do-
nating her kidney to the RJD patriarch
in Dec 2022, Lalu, who was elected
from Chhapra (later Saran)in 1977ona
Janata Party ticket as the youngest par-
liamentarian at 29, represented this seat
four times, After being disqualified
from contesting elections following
his conviction in the fodder
scam, he fielded his wife
Rabri Devi in 2014 and
his samdhi Chandrika
Rai in 2019, but both
lost, Four assembly
segments of the seat
are currently rep- ¢
resented by RID |
and two by BJP

KAISERGANIJ

2019 WINNER: BIP (Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh)
KEY CONTENDERS: Karan Bhushan Singh (BJP),
Ram Bhagat Mishra (SP), Narendra Pandey (BSP)

Carved out of five assembly seats of Bahraich and

]

Gonda, this constituency was in the news till the

last day of nomination due to its association with
six-time MP and former wrestling federation president
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, who was accused of sexual har-
assment by several women wrestlers. After days of suspense,
BJP decided to go with his yvounger son Karan. Singh's elder
son Prateek is already an MLA from Gonda. Singh, who won
thrice from Kaiserganj (2009, 2014 and 2019), and
from Gonda (1991, 1999) and Balrampur (2004),
wields considerable influence, A law graduate,
Karan is a national-level double trap shooter
and was named president of UP Wrestling As-
sociation, He takes on SP candidate, lawyer
Ram Bhagat Mishra, and BSP’s Narendra
Pandey, who hopes to cash in on the
presence of Brahmin voters here.

Karan

* 30F 10 RICHEST NETAS IN PHASS
FRAY FIGHTING FOR ONE MAHA SEAT

Only 49 seats across eight states and UTs are set to vote on May 20, the fifth and smallest phase of 2024
LS elections. Of the 695 candidates whose affidavits were analysed by Association for Democratic Reforms
(ADR), 227 were crorepatis. And three of the 10 richest candidates are contesting in Bhiwandi

AVG ASSETS, NO. OF CANDIDATES
RICHEST IACY nyasser
TEN value of candidates. Three Above 100cr |4 227
have declared zero assets 50-100cr | 3
: candidates

i ; 20-50cr B 24 are crorepatis
Sambare | IND Plyush Goval  suresh Mhatre 1-20cr 195
v, NCD.£D
:ﬂha'::“mg:::tra Mumbai North, e 50 lakh-1cr [ 95
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e | lio— "3

1161 $GTR e oo W
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<1lakh [ 70
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Tl T 163 N
. 48yrs
= Kapil Karan Sanjay 92
Ravindra
Datt Wail Moreshwar Bhushan Mafatial
::Imﬂﬁl Shiv Sena Patil | 5P Singh | 5P "j“_‘_"ﬂl‘hii‘ | I \
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