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Phase-5 voting to lock fate
of another 49 seats today

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 89.5 million
people will vote across six
states and two Union territories
in the fifth of the seven-phase
Lok Sabha elections on Mon-
day, sealing the political fate of
695 candidates, and among
them several prominent lead-
ers including Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, BJP leaders Raj-
nath Singh and Smriti Irani,
and National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah.

When the voting closes in 49
constituencies on Monday, 428
of the Lok Sabha’s 543 seats
will have gone to polls in the
elections that began on April
19.

Among the seats going to
polls, 13 are in Maharashtra, 14
in Uttar Pradesh including the
politically decisive seats of
Amethi and Rae Bareli, seven
in West Bengal, five in Bihar,
three in Jharkhand, five in Odi-
sha, one in Jammu and Kash-
mir, and the lone seat in
Ladakh.

This round of elections is the
smallest in its scope of the
seven phases.

This phase will mark
another landmark: voting in 24
of India’s 36 states and Union
territories will conclude on
Monday. The focus will then

Electmn Commission officials with election material ahea-:l of the ﬁfﬂl phase of the Lnl( Sabha polls,

in Lucknow on Sunday.

shift to the north-western
states of Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal and Delhi.

“The commission has called
upon voters to turnout in
greater numbers at polling sta-
tions and vote with responsibil-
ity and pride,” the polling body
said in a statement, although
predictions of heatwaves and
severe heatwaves at some of
the constituencies could affect

voting.

Over 89.5 million people,
including 42.6 million women
and 5,409 third gender elect-
ors, are eligible to vote in this
round and 947,000 polling offi-
cials have been deployed across
94,732 polling stations.

In this phase are 48 seats
(not accounting for the one seat
in Jammu and Kashmir where
delimitation was held) where
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the Congress had its weakest
showing in 2019, winning only
the Gandhi family stronghold
of Rae Bareli. The BJP and its
allies won 41 seats and the rest
were won by either Trinamool
Congress (TMC) or Biju Janata
Dal (BJD). In this poll season,
TMC is part of the opposition
INDIA bloc.
continued on 215
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Manchester City, inevitably, cruised toa 3-1 victory over West Ham on the season’s final day on
Sunday to secure arecord-breaking fourth consecutive Premier League title.In adream run, the

footballing powerhouse has now won six of the last seven Premier League seasons.
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BJP has launched ‘Op Jhaadu’
tojail AAP leaders, says Kejriwal

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) has set in motion
a plan to “crush” the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), arrest all its
senior leaders, seize its
accounts and evict the party
from its office, Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal said on
Sunday, a day after Delhi Police
arrested his longtime aide Bib-
hav Kumar following allega-
tions that he assaulted party MP
Swati Maliwal last week.
Kejriwal was addressing a
gathering of AAP ministers,
MLAs, MPs and senior party
functionaries at the party’s
Rouse Avenue headquarters,
ahead of an attempted protest
march to the BJP headquarters,
which Delhi Police stopped, cit-
ing prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of the Code of Crimi-

NEW DELHI: AAP Rajya Sabha
member Swati Maliwal, ina
post on X on Sunday, criti-
cised her party for taking out
a march to protest the arrest
of Bibhav Kumar, Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal's 8
aide.
Swati Maliwal
posted on X In 4
Hindi: “There was /A
a time when we &
all came out to the

nal Procedure (CrPC).

“The Prime Minister has
decided to completely crush the
AAP and the BJP has started
‘Operation Jhaadu' so that the

They hitstreets for Nirbhaya, are
now shielding accused: Maliwal

streets to get justice for Nir-
bhaya. Today, after 12 years,
we are out on the streets to
save the accused who made
the CCTV footage disappear
and formatted the phone?
. [ wish they had used this
much force for Manish

Sisodia ji. If he had
been here, maybe this
bad thing wouldn’t
have happened to
me!” >P3

party does not grow and pose
them a challenge. Through
‘Operation Jhaadu’, AAP’s big
leaders will be arrested; they are

continuedon->8

IRAN PRESIDENT
RAISI MISSING
AS HELICOPTER
CRASHES IN HILLS

DUBAI: A helicopter carrying
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
and foreign minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian crashed on
Sunday as it was crossing
mountain terrain in
heavy fog, an Iranian
official said, and
rescuers were
struggling toreach §
the site of the inci- %
dent, with the lives of &
the two “atrisk™. »pm ¢

17-YEAR-OLD BOY
DRIVING DRUNK

MOWS DOWN 2
PEOPLE NEAR PUB

PUNE: A 17-year-old boy was
granted bail by a juvenile court
on Sunday, hours after he alleg-
edly hit a two-wheeler, killing
two people on the spot, while
driving a luxury car in an ine-
briated state, officials said. The
speeding Porsche collided with
one of the motoreycles in Kaly-
ani Nagar area of Pune, follow-
ing which its two riders fell off
the vehicle and died on the spot,
the FIR said. ->P13

SRAELI AIR STRIKE
ON GAZA HOSPITAL
EAVES AT LEAST
31 PEOPLE DEAD

DEIR AL-BALAH (GAZA STRIP): An
Israeli airstrike killed 31 people
in Gaza and fighting with Hamas
raged across the north on Sun-
day as Israel’s leaders aired divi-
sions over who should govern
Gaza after the war. Palestinians
reported more airstrikes and
heavy fighting in northern Gaza,
which has been largely isolated
for months and where the World
Food Programme says a famine
is underway. >PT7

{ CLIMATE CRISIS }

Large shade-giving farmland trees have
disappeared from heat-hit states: Study

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At a time when the
impacts of the climate crisis are
becoming severe, with most of
India suffering from extreme
heat, farmland trees with large
crowns that provide cool shade
have disappeared to an alarming
extent, a new study has found.
Of the 0.6 billion farmland

Ol THE 0.6 BILLION
FARMLAND TREES
MAPPED IN INDIA IN
2010-11, AROUND 11%
DISAPPEARED BY 18

trees mapped In India in 2010-11,
around 11% had disappeared by
2018, according to research led
by the department of geosciences

and natural resource manage-
ment at the University of Copen-
hagen. These are trees with
about 96 sqm crown cover.

The depletion is highest in Tel-
angana, Haryana, Kerala, Maha-
rastra, Andhra Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh, where extreme heat is
more pronounced.

Moreover, from 2018-2022,
over five million large farmland
trees (about 67 sgm crown cover)

vanished, due partly to altered
cultivation practices, where trees
on farms are perceived as detri-
mental to crop yields.

“These observations are par-
ticularly unsettling given the cur-
rent emphasis on agroforestry as
a pivotal natural climate solu-
tion, playing a crucial role in both
climate change adaptation and
mitigation strategies,” said the
paper. P12
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Unravelling the nuts and
bolts of LS polls’ Phase 5

By Abhishek Jha

Forty-nine parliamentary constituencies (PCs) across six states and the Union territories of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh will vote on Monday in the smallest of the seven phases of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. This will
conclude voting in overall 428 (including Surat, where no voting took place) of India’s 543 PCs. At the state level,
voting will be over in Maharashtra after today’s polling. Overall, this will conclude voting in 24 of India’s 36 states

and UTs. In another four states — Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and Jharkhand — the number of PCs that
have finished voting will cross the haltway mark today. Here is a look at the past trends in the PCs voting today.

1 One of the most challenging PCs for the
Congress since 2014

Past results are available for 48

of the 49 PCs voting today 2019 winners of
because the boundaries of ﬁfth phase pcs Uf

Jammu and Kashmir PCs have

been redrawn since the 2019 2024 I_Ok sabha

Lok Sabha electionsin a -
delimitation exercise. Congress EIECtlons
had won just one of these 48

PCs in 2019 (Rae Bareli) and

two in 2014 (Rae Bareli and

Amethi). Its allies had won no

PC in either 2014 or 2019. This

makes these 48 PCs one of the

most challenging for the

Congress. To be sure, the nearly

nil tally of the Congress and

allies in this phase does not

mean that the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) and allies won

everything else. Together, BJP

and allies had won 41 of the 48

PCs in 2019 and 35 in 2014. The

BJP on its own had won 32 and ; o
27 PCs of in 2019 and 2014. Who B NoxBp 5 (
won the remaining PCs? In NDA: Others \ X |
both 2014 and 2019, all the | | g
remaining PCs were won by Others bl e | ﬁ
the Biju Janata Dal (BID) and . Boundary redrawn \ ll 4
the All India Trinamool after 2019 \ A
ngress (TMC). Neith 3

tci?esge ﬁcf pTrﬂe& ﬁgw :;uf I uPA: Congress A = . s
formal seat sharing arrange- 9
ST NDABIP [NDA:Others | Others | Redrawn  UPA:Congress | Grand Total

ongress even in 2024. To be :
sure, these trends are partly a Bitiar : 2 4 >
reflection of the fact that 35 of Jammu & Kashmir 1 1
the 49 PCs voting today are in Ladakh 1 1
Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, and Maharashtra, all Jharkhand A ?
states that BJP and allies nearly Maharashtra 6 1 B3
swept in 2019. Another 12 PCs Orissa 3 2 5
are in Odisha a:nd West Bqual, Uttar Pradesh B 1
where the BJP's challenge is
the BJD and TMC rather than West Bengal 3 4 7
the Congress.

Large share of incumbent parties was voted
out in 2014 in these PCs, but not in 2019

While the BJP performed well in these PCs in 2014

and 2019, this was not the case in 2009. The BJP - - H
had won just five of these PCs in 2009 and its allies 2019 winners in flﬂh phase Pcs by

had won another four. This means that these PCs anﬂ-mcumbency trends (Number of P(s)

are a relatively recent stronghold of the BJP and - = X ;
Jllies. Therefore. the 48 Pisgshﬂw high anti-incum- B BJP-led alliance  Others & Congress-led alliance
bency in 2014 and low anti-incumbency in 2019if  Change in every successive
parties are grouped as part of a BJP-led alliance, a election since 2009
Congress-led alliance, and others. 29 of the 48 PCs

voted for the same group in 2014 and 2019, but

2

voted for a different one in 2009. BJP and allies Voted for the same group
won 26 of these 29 PCs in 2019, while the others In 2009 and 2014, but 8
group won three. To be sure, 13 PCs were still won different group in 2019

consistently by the same group since 2009, the

earliest year up to which Lok Sabha elections can Voted for the same group

be tracked at PC-level. BJP and allies won nine of in 2014 and 2019, but 2 3
these PCs in 2019, others three, and the Congress different group in 2009

has won Rae Bareli consistently since 2009.

Another six PCs have either changed their groupin ~ Voted for the same group

every successive election since 2009 or changed it in 2009, 2014, and 2019

in 2019 after voting for the same group in 2009

and 2014. All these six PCs were won by the BJP 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
and allies in 2019. Source: TCPD-IED

These PCs have
had very low

Least rural phase on
average, but only

3

pecause of some bigurban  turnout in the past
centres three elections

According to 2011 census data aggregated to PC-level by How India Lives, the overall Among the seven phases of this election, the fifth
share of rural population in the PCs voting today is 62.3%, below the all-India phase PCs have had the lowest turnout in all the past
average of 68.8% and the lowest among all the seven phases of the 2024 election. three Lok Sabha elections. To be sure, the turnout in
However, this is largely because Mumbai PCs are voting today, which are almost as these PCs has converged with the national average over
populous as any other PC but completely urban. Other PCs in Maharashtra and West time. The gap from the national average was 6.8
Bengal voting today are also more urban than the average Indian PC. However, at percentage points in 2009, which decreased to 5.6
least half the PCs voting today are very rural. The median rural share in the PCs percentage points and 4.9 percentage points in 2014
voting today is 77.8%, higher than the all-India level median of 76.9%. and 2019.
Rural population by phases of 2024 Turnout in Lok Sabha
Lok Sabha elections elections (%)
PHASE 1 PHASE 2 B8 PHASE 3 PHASE 4 M PHASES W All PCs Phases PCs [l AllPCs
70 AV e - 66.4 67.3
60.8 62.4
60 60 58.2
51.4
50 50
40 40
30 30
20 20
10 10
U | E 1 1
Overall rural population Median rural population share in 2009 2014 2019
share (%) PCs of phase (%) Note: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs
Note: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded because Source: HIL analysis of excluded because their boundaries have

their boundaries have been redrawn since 2019 201 census data been redrawn since 2019 Source: TCPD-IED
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Press the lotus button (% @ em») Make BJP win

Publiahes
&A, Pandi

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) and its allies will
bag 400-plus seats in the ongo-
ing elections as voters cutting
across demographics are repos-
ing faith in Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s leadership, Union
home minister Amit Shah said
on Saturday.

People of every caste and
class are voting for Modi, so
much so that even supporters of
other parties are sure that he
will return as prime minister for
a third term, Shah said in an
interview with R Sukumar of
Hindustan Times and Shashi
Shekar of Hindustan at his resi-
dence in Delhi.

The BJP will retain most of its
existing seats and add to its tally
in hitherto less-penetrated geo-
graphies, he said.

“We will do exceptionally
well in West Bengal and Odisha.
In West Bengal, we will get 24 to
30 seats. We will form the gov-
ernment in Odisha (the assem-
bly elections in the state are
being conducted simultane-

HT INTERVIEW }

People of évery caste an
class voting for Modi: Sha

ously), and win more than 17
Lok Sabha seats (of the 21),”
Shah said. And across South
India as a whole, the BJP would
have the most seats, he added.

The minister said apprehen-

sions pertaining to a marginally
lower turnout this time were
overplayed.

"I was worried (about the
turnout figures) after the first
phase, but by the time the third

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT PHOTO

phase of voting began, I discov-
ered that the Opposition's vot-
ers were not showing up. They
are deeply disappointed that the
continued on->15

FULL INTERVIEW P

ARMY RESCUES
75 MANIPUR
WOMEN CAUGHT
IN CROSSFIRE

Water reservoirs run
alarmingly

Prawesh Lama

Zia Haq

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Army and
Assam Rifles on Friday rescued
75 Meitei women under attack
from Kuki militants, following a
nearly two-hour long gunfight in
the Wariocing area of Bishnupur
district, officials said on Sunday.
As the militants advanced, secu-
rity forces blew a hooter to deter
them, but they continued firing.
Village volunteers returned the
fire, resulting in a gunfight trap-
ping the 75 unarmed women, the
officials said. P12

GHAZIABAD MEN
HELD FOR RAPING
THEIR OWN SISTER

Peeyush Khandelwal
letters@hindustantimes.com

GHAZIABAD: Ghaziabad police
havearrested two men, aged 24
and 21, for allegedly raping their
14-year-old sister repeatedly over
the past few months, officers
said on Sunday. The incident
came to light when the girl fell il
and doctors discovered that she
was 22 weeks pregnant, said the
officers. ->P6

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Hot weather and
the knock-on effects of a poor
monsoon in 2023 have pushed
water storage in 150 centrally
monitored reservoirs to their
lowest level in five years, wor-
sening water shortages in at
least 16 states and shrinking
hydro-power generation to a
record low, official data showed
on Sunday.

Storage in these nationally
important water bodies — criti-
cal for drinking, irrigation and
power generation — is now only
one-fourth of their total capac-
ity, having declined consecu-

5
|

low: Data

The dire levels have worsened water shortages in 16 states. AP

tively for 32 weeks.

Parched conditions have trig-
gered severe drinking water cri-
ses in cities such as Bengaluru,

Coimbatore, Chennai and
Hyderabad. A prolonged dry
spell has triggered Kerala's

continuedon -8

Monsoon hits Andaman Sea, ‘red’
alert for heat continues in Capital

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A severe heatwave is
expected to continue over north-
west India and spread to central
and east India over the next five
days, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) warned on

Sunday, even as the monsoon has
advanced over the South Anda-
man Sea and Nicobar Islands.
The IMD has issued a “red” alert
for all of northwest India for severe
heat until at least May 23, implying
that local agencies need to take
action to prevent extreme heat-re-
lated emergencies. Maximum

temperatures on Saturday werein
the range of 43-46°C in most of
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana-Chan-

digarh-Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.
“If people do not take precau-
tionary measures, exposure to
extreme heat can be fatal,” said M
Mohapatra, IMD director general.
- FULLREPORTONPT
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SPOTLIGHT @ ELECTIONS 2024

STAGE SET FOR ROUND 5

A snapshot of the smallest phase of the Lok Sabha elections that will conclude voting in all of western India today

Phase5 may20

Himachal Pradesh

o—— (handigarh

® Punjab
: Haryana /
= .
% Rajasthan
=
—
=
=
=
= ;
==  (ujarat
==
=—=_ Madhya Pradesh
= Daman and Diu

49 |

Seats

Bihar (5), J&K (1), Jharkhand (3), |
Ladakh (1), Maharashtra (13), Odisha (5),
Uttar Pradesh (14), West Bengal (7)

D&N Haveli

ELECTION
SCHEDULE

Phase 5| May 20

States/UTs

2019 results

a |1

NDA | UPA

Phase1

A&N (1), Arunachal Pradesh (2), Assam (5),
Bihar (4), Chhattisgarh (1), Jammu &
Kashmir (1), Lakshadweep (1), Madhya
Pradesh (6), Maharashtra (5), Manipur (1),
Meghalaya (2), Mizoram (1), Nagaland (1),
Puducherry (1), Rajasthan (12), Sikkim (1),
Tamil Nadu (39), Tripura (1), Uttar Pradesh (8),
Uttarakhand (5), West Bengal (3)

Others

April 19

1*

Redrawn seats

2019 results
41 (45 (10 |6*
NDA | UPA | Others | Redrawn seats

INDIA'S 7

3y

INC INC
364/489 371/494
Jawaharlal The INC wins
Nehru-led again amid
Indian Nati- rise of regio-
onal Cong nal interest
storms to groups.
power with AB Vajpayee
44.99% wins his first
of votes. election.
*PMs since @
freedom —
Jawaharlal

Nehru

1962

st

INC

361/495
Nehru is PM till
his death. LB
Shastri takes
charge but dies
soon after.
Indira Gandhi
succeeds him.

" Goa

" Karnataka

Lakshadweep

Total Lok

54 Sabha seats

' "49e

Seats voting
in Phase 5

379 ¢

Seats where
outcome is sealed

VOTING

115

D AY

5 Sitamarhi
6 Madhubani
15 Muzaffarpur
20 Saran

Seats voting in
upcoming phases

Uttarakhand
DELHI

Uttar Pradesh

Chhattisgarh

Andhra
Pradesh TEIE]ngana

L 4

Odisha

4 C(hatra
5 Kodarma
14 Hazaribagh

2 Dhule
20 Dindori (ST)

21 Nashik

22 Palghar (ST)

23 Bhiwandi

24 Kalyan

25 Thane

26 Mumbai North

27 Mumbai North-West
28 Mumbai North-East
29 Mumbai North-Central

/
<
Z
_—
=
—=
=
=
—

=

Arunachal
Pradesh

|

———
¥Nagaland*--—- 30 Mumbai South -Central
= _ .
\ \ | ~ Assam E"" =f"a:? e
Manipur = SR
_ S % 1 Bargarh
Mizoram — 2 Sundargarh (ST)
Tri —~—— 10 Bolangir
Meghalaya i — 13 Kandhamal
Sikkim —-:S\N
35 Lucknow
36 Rae Barel
37 Amethi
45 Jalaun (SC)
46 Jhansi
47 Hamirpur
48 Banda

49 Fatehpur

50 Kaushambi (SC)
53 Barabanki (SC)

Lal Bahadur
Shastri

Kerala . 54 Faizabad
Number of candidates 57 kaisergani
O 3 59 Gonda
//// = 14 Bangaon (SC)
/////// T:: \\\\\ 15 Barrackpur
| . \ DTN om
\\ . 26 Uluberia
”m””m""m“m \“ \\\\\\\\\ Number of registered % seerampu
voters in this phase 28 Hooghly
29 Arambag (5C)
Phase 7| June ~ | -
A% Y. Turnout In
8.8, L. ST[B T previs
a es/UTs ) G e o T a ates/UTs LY T W Tl
Bihar (8), Delhi (7), Haryana (10), S sf;} J . N , . g} YT raag W Pha sés
Jammu & Kashmir (1), Jharkhand (4), Odisha (6), --% ’fr»ﬂwf r}“" j; Brhar[s], Chandigarh (1), HP (4), J'khand (3), Odisha ~__ & = -~y rf“}"‘
Uttar Pradesh (14), West Bengal (8) /Ir’”f-: f.iy’ | (6), Punjab (13), Uttar Pradesh (13), West Bengal (9) i Hé v ﬂ-:_";"! m
2019 results CT 2019 results K o 66144
%* oy A
% NDA | UPA | Others St N /K' g NDA UPA | Others | Redrawn seats O\ \}f . ™ /0 J
; - ! : PHASE 2 |
Phase 2 April 26 s\ 66.71% 20
_.. Assam (5), Bihar (5), ot . Assam (4), Bihar (5), -, Andhra Pradesh (25), _ b
» =£~3% Chhattisgarh (3), - il s “{'qarh (7), D&N Haveli, < Bihar (5), Jammu & - 69 6’6 2019 v
| ""f Jammu & Kashmir (1), 2 Daman and Diu (2), Kashmir (1), )'hand (4), * ITHE |
; ’ Karnataka (14), Kerala - 7 Goa (2), Gujarat (25), Madhya Pradesh (8), < |
d (20), Madhya Pradesh (6] ‘(f 5 K'taka (14), Madhya Maharshtzalnl, 65.68% 204
Maharashtra (8), Manipur {‘I},t LY Pradesh (9), Maharashtra Odisha (4), Telangana
Y 1 01* Rajasthan (13), Tripura (1), . 8 8 (1), Uttar Pradesh (10), (17), Uttar Pradesh 65.9%2019
= bt Uttar Pradesh (8), . " Seat ~ West Bengal (4) ~ (13), West Bengal (8) Seats , . '
Seats } West Bengal (3) cats ¢ i b PHASE 4 |
| 21 - 2019results U 13 + 2019results  \F M 2019 results St;!egm 69.16+% 024
A itates{L:lT:s_ w B§ 124 |3 6 States/UTs 77 |6 |5 5* il 46 7 42 1* 69 .52 2010
e it NDA | UPA | Others | Redrawn seats NDA | UPA | Others | Redrawn "hichwaswonb NDA | UPA | Others | Redrawn seats = =
_ | ol L 1996 was an exception when the Congress refused to
EAR ELECTORAL JOURNEY (1951 to 2024) ® sctsganedby thewimingrary @@ e B coudrt prove mart
1967 | 1971 | (1977 | 1980 | 1984 1989 1991 (1996 | 1998 1999 | 2004 09 = 2014 @ (2019
INC INC  Janata Part INC (Indira) INC Janata Dal INC BJP BIP BJP INC INC BJP BIP
283/520 352/518 295/54 353/529 414/514 143/529 244/521 161/543 182/543 182/543 145/543 206/543 282/543 303/543
Congress Despite a split, Janata Party INC(I) wins by | After Indira Janata Dal's Janata Dal 1 4Igf(5 43 In the polls The BJP-led Congress-led  Incumbent UPA ' Narendra Modi = PM Modi wins
ﬁghts ﬂﬂ"ﬂ rujmg Cﬂng alliance wins a landslide. Gandhi's VP Smghle ads 'gﬂ‘h’tfﬂ“aﬁs; Coal ﬁﬂﬂ 5. ride after the fall of = NDA bloc wins = UPA bloc wins repeats its leads the BJP his second
under Indira faction led by = the people’s Janata Party assassination, | a minority es within JoVer Bath the Gujral govt, near majority = and forms the = 2004 showing  toa clear election, riding
Gandhi amid Indira Gandhi =~ mandate. alliance her son Rajiv govt. 16 months. POWE pi govn. | thaBIP and forms the = new govt in and comes majority with  a dominant
challengesto | pulls off a —_— crumbles Gandhi leads ¢ Cong forms P Sae | emerges govt with alliance with | back to power, =282 seats and showing
her leader- convincing 5 when the Jana = Congress to govt, gets Left Qg * /7 asthesingle support from  the Left, SP increasing its  31.31% of votes = by the BJP.
ship in the victory. 5 Sangh pulled  alandslide parties' Alé'.ajpa:yee largest party. | the TDP. and BSP. tally to 262. to wrest
ruling party. Morarji Desai | out. victory. VP Singh support. Dy Gowda POWer.
£ > \é ¢ _. | "- : LA r ' B & > 4 ,b“% 3 > < .: = =
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Capital sizzles at 44.4 C as
parts of city log heatwave

Jasjeev Gandhiok
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Capital on Sun-
day sizzled under scorching day-
time temperatures on the third
day of “heatwave” to “severe
heatwave” conditions prevailing
over northern India — largely
down to dry westerly winds and

heatin
Delhi

Bllstermg X'z

IMD SAYS READING
AT NAJAFGARH IS
ACCURATE, BLAMES
HEAT ISLAND EFFECT

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Increased concreti-
sation and inadequate green
cover have led the daytime tem-
peratures to soar at Najatgarh in
southwest Delhi, making it the
hottest location compared to the
rest of the country. On Sunday,
the weather station logged a
maximum of 47.8°C — effectively
edging out conventionally hot
regions in north India like
Rajasthan, Gujaratand Haryana.

The Met department has

bright sunshine — clocking an attributed the intense weather
uncomfortable segisnn%lhigh of IMD has issued a red alert cqndi‘finns “urban hﬁflt i_sla_nn:l
48 derees Celsiv (O 01" for th city for Monday e
jung, representative of Delhi’s and Tuesday ing areas due to a combination

weather.

The maximum at Safdarjung
was only 0.5°C shy of officially
being a day with a heatwave, a
classification when the maxi-
mum temperature is over 40°C,
and 4.5C above normal or when
the actual maximum tempera-
ture reaches 45°C or more for

3 STATIONS CROSS
47-DEGREE MARK

47.8°C |

of factors like weak winds and
secondary sources like “waste
heat” generated due to energy
consumption.

Officials at IMD clarified that
the readings at Delhi stations
were accurate. “There is no
problem with the calibration of
the station, as these are regularly
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was also the highest across the tion of anonymity.

protection of forest

winds are also impacting

40.2 40.6 412 o Dry, dusty westerly winds
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country, followed by Agra in UP Close behind Najafgarh was

and Mungeshpur in northwest o Delhi’s air quality, with AQI Agra in UP and Mungeshpur, in | HT Corres pondent forest” according to a 1996

Delhi which recorded a maxi- northwest Delhi, where a maxi- : _ Supreme Court ruling, which
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cal Department (IMD) on Satur-
day for extreme weather condi-
tions, which will continue to be
in place until Tuesday.
“Heatwave conditions began
engulfing parts of Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR)
on Friday and this was the third
consecutive day of *heatwave’ to
'severe heatwave  conditions.
There has been no change in the
weather and dry westerly winds
have been blowing from Rajast-
han towards Delhi. We also have
no cloud cover, leading to faster
surface heating,” said an IMD
official, adding that similar highs
are likely to prevail over the next

two days.

The intense heat, IMD has
warned, may lead to severe ill-
ness among the vulnerable pop-
ulation and trigger heat strokes.
“Extreme careis needed for vul-
nerable people and people are
advised to avoid heat exposure
and keep cool. Avoid dehydra-
tion and drink sufficient water,
even if not thirsty,” IMD said. In
its bulletin on Sunday, IMD
asked people to step out only if
necessary during the day.

Eleven weather stations in

NCR crossed the 45°C threshold,
with three even crossing the
47°C mark, officials said. Guru-
gram recorded a maximum of
45.1°C, Faridabad 46.3°C, Noida
45.9°C and Ghaziabad 44.4°C,
IMD data showed.

The hot days are also leading
to warm nights and the mini-
mum temperature was recorded
at 28.2°C, two degrees above not-
mal and the highest so far this
year in Delhi. The previous high
was 27.7°C on May 10.

An “orange” alert is in place

16 7 18 May19

for Wednesday and Thursday,
indicating the heatwave spell is
likely to continue for at least
seven more days. IMD has three
colour-coded alerts for weather
events. The first, a “yellow alert”
is issued to alert the public about
a weather event. The second, an
“orange alert”, is issued to urge
people to be prepared for an
extreme weather event. The
highest alert, a "red alert”, is
issued when an extreme weather
event requires vigil and caution.

Delhi’s maximum is forecast

Maliwal case: Police collect
exhlblts fmm M re51dence

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police
visited chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal’s residence on Sunday and
collected exhibits from the spot
where Rajya Sabha member
Swati Maliwal was allegedly
assaulted by the CM’s aide Bib-
hav Kumar, officers aware of the
development said.

Maliwal in her complaint to
police has alleged that Kumar
“slapped” her "at least seven to
eight times™ without any provo-
cation and “brutally dragged”
her while “kicking” her, forcing
her to fall and hit her head on a
table at the CM's residence on
May 13. Kumar filed a counter,
accusing Maliwal of forcefully
entering the CM's premises and
using abusive language.

An officer part of the investi-
gation said that the exhibits
included a digital video recorder
(DVR) and relevant CCTV foot-
age from the area. “DVR from
some parts of the premises was
taken earlier as well,” the officer
said. As a part of the probe, the
CCTV footage obtained by Delhi
Police over the last few days will
now be checked with respect to
allegations levelled by Maliwal,

Police leave CM Arvind Kejriwal’s house with exhibits including
a DVR and CCTV footage on Sunday. PTI

and Kumar's side of the events.

Kumar was arrested from the
chief minister’s residence on Sat-
urday evening and was produced
before a Delhi court late in the
evening, following which he was
sent to seven-day police custody.
In the remand application sub-
mitted to the court, police said a
junior engineer working at the
CM's house provided them with
avideo from the dining room in
a pen drive, but when it was
checked, the footage from the

relevant period was “blank”.
Police said they will probe
whether footage from the day of
the incident was tampered with.
The Aam Aadmi Party, mean-
while, accused the police of
“planting false news” at the
behest of the Bharatiya Janata
Party. "The BJP and Delhi Police
have been planting false news in
the media ever since this alleged
incident took place. Delhi Police
is only spreading such false news
at the behest of the BJP... The

CCTV footage of the chief minis-
ter’s residence has been taken
away by Delhi Police along with
the DVR machine. Now theyre
saying that the footage has dis-
appeared,” AAP leader Saurabh
Bharadwaj said.

Police also said that Kumar's
employment was terminated on
April 19, but he continued to
work at the CM’s residence. On
Saturday, investigators said,
when they reached the CM's resi-
dence, Kumar was present.

Officers also said that Kumar
formatted his mobile phone —
an iPhone — in Mumbai and he
is also not cooperating. "His
mobile is password protected
and he is very evasive in his
answers. This mobile along with
Kumar will be taken to an expert
in an attempt to retrieve the
data,” the officer said. “During
this period (his police remand),
Kumar may be taken to Mumbai
as he formatted his phone
there,” a second officer said.

The first officer said that
Kumar has a criminal record,
booked in 2007 by the Noida Sec-
tor 20 police station. "The case
was registered under section 353
of the IPC, which pertains to
assault on a public servant,” the
officer said.

AAP once sought justice for Nirbhaya,
today supporting an accused: Maliwal

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Rajya Sabha member
Swati Maliwal, in a post on X
on Sunday criticised her party
for taking out a march to pro-
test the arrest of Bibhav
Kumar, Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal's aide, who is
alleged to have assaulted the
parliamentarian at the CM’s
residence on May 13,

Swati Maliwal posted on X in
Hindi: “There was a time when
we all came out to the streets to
get justice for Nirbhaya. Today,
after 12 years, we are out on the
streets to save the accused who
made the CCTV footage disap-
pear and formatted the phone? |
wish they had used this much

force for Manish Sisodia ji. If he
had been here, maybe this bad
thing wouldn't have happened to
me!”

Maliwal did not respond to
calls or messages from HT,
seeking comment.

The arrest of Bibhav Kumar,
meanwhile, sparked a political
furore in the Capital.

The AAP accused Delhi
Police of “"selectively leaking
false information” regarding
the case, and the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) alleged that the
AAP was upset due to Kumar's
arrest as he was privy to “cor-
ruption scams” of the party.

In a press conference at the
party headquarters, senior AAP
functionary and Delhi minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj accused
the BJP of spreading lies

through police, given that the
Lok Sabha elections are around
the corner.

Claiming police are “illegally
leaking selective and fabricated
information”, Bharadwaj said
Delhi Police first leaked the
information about the PCR call
and complaint, and later leaked
the FIR pertaining to the case
(under Section 354 of the
Indian Penal Code), which was
confidential.

The spokesperson for Delhi
Police did not comment.

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP chief
Virender Sachdeva, in a press
conference, said Kejriwal
wanted to send a "top lawyer to
Rajya Sabha”.

Sachdeva also hit back at
allegations of the BJP having a
hand in the incident. “Kejriwal

should first understand that
Maliwal is a member of the
AAP, and the place where the
incident took place was the res-
idence of chief minister Kejri-
wal himself... the assaulter is
CM’s associate and the incident
was confirmed by AAP MP San-
jay Singh. Where is BJP in this
matter?” he said.

AAP’s alliance partner for
the Delhi Lok Sabha polls Con-
gress sought a thorough probe.

Senior Congress leader San-
deep Dikshit said: “According
to legislation brought in by the
AAP, victim’s statement in inci-
dents of sexual crime or vio-
lence against women would be
taken as the truth and the onus
will be on the accused to prove
his innocence. Bibhav Kumar
was arrested as per this law.”

to hover around 44°C-45°C at
Safdarjung till Thursday and
may hover around 46°C-47°C
elsewhere. The minimum will be
between 28°C-29°C in the next
four days, IMD said.

The dry, dusty westerly winds
are also impacting Delhi’s air
quality and have managed to
curtail it within the “poor”
range. Sunday clocked a 24-hour
average air quality index (AQI)
reading of 243 (poor), slightly
lower than Saturday’s 263
(poor).

hottest location was Ganganagar
at 46.7°C; Surendranagar in Guj-
arat (45.3) and Bathinda (46.4°C)
in Punjab.

RK Jenamani, senior scientist
at IMD said it was wrong to com-
pare urban stations with semi-
urban or rural stations, as the
surroundings may be fairly dif-
ferent.

“The density is less in terms of
people and buildings in semi-ur-
ban or rural areas. In urban cit-
ies, particularly Delhi, we have a
lot of concretisation and build-
ings, which is also one of the rea-
sons why we are seeing such
high readings,” he said.

test on Sunday outside the
Dwarka Sector 21 Metro station,
calling for authorities to stop the
construction of the Bijwasan
Rail Terminal through a 120-acre
urban forest patch in the vicin-
ity, and instead, calling for its
immediate protection.

The redevelopment project,
with a new terminal station built
on 30,400 square metres, an air
concourse across 12,500sqm and
a circulating road network of
123,500sqm, is being executed by
the Rail Land Development
Authority (RLDA) since 2021.

Locals said the green area
should be considered a “deemed

In February, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) gave its
nod to the project, after stating
the area was not a notified forest.
“Six days after the judgment of
the NGT, the Supreme Court
asked for all deemed forests to
be reinstated and considered as
they were. This forest qualifies
as a deemed forest and thus,
needs to be saved,” one of the
protesters said, on condition of
anonymity.

The protesters also sought to
raise awareness among locals by
highlighting the flora and fauna
of the green area, which include
nilgai, wild rabbits, and civet.
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AAP, BJP hold rallies in Capital as
campaigning enters final stretch
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AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal duringa public meet in Badarpur;(right) Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami in Patel Nagar on Sunday.

Paras Singh and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) stepped up
their poll campaigns on Sunday
— the last weekend betore Delhi
votes on May 25.

While the AAP batted for full
statehood to Delhi and flagged
the law-and-order situation in the
city, the BJP targeted the AAP-
Congress alliance in Delhi and
pointed to the work carried out
by the Union government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

INDIA bloc set to win
Lok Sabha polls: AAP
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal on Sunday said that people
of Delhi should vote for the
INDIA bloc to ensure “full state-
hood to Delhi”, improve the law
and order situation and ensure
Delhi gets a lieutenant governor
“who does not create obstacles”
to public works, during a public
address in Kalkaji, one of six
public meetings he addressed in
the South Delhi Lok Sabha con-
stituency for AAP candidate Sahi
Ram “Pahalwan”.

Standing atop the roof of a

vehicle, and flanked by legislator
Atishi and party candidate Sahi
Ram, the Delhi chief minister
said that the BJP and the Prime
Minister were rattled as the
INDIA bloc is set to win the polls.

“INDIA bloc is forming the
government. AAP will the part of
this new government and our
first work will be to get full state-
hood for Delhi... Law and order
remains in bad shape. At police
stations, personnel don't listen to
anyone. After June 4, we will also
rectify this... The LG of Delhi will
be yours. We will bring an LG
who will work for people and not
stop their projects,” Kejriwal said.

Pointing to the area MLA
Atishi, the CM said the BJP
wanted to jail Atishiand Saurabh
Bharadwaj next. “What drama is
this? Is this how countries are
run?” he said.

“They are saying that [ have to
go back to jail on June 2. I will
have to go tojail if you press lotus
(BJP symbol), if you press “jhadu”
(AAP symbol), i will not have to
2o to jail,” he said.

At a poll meeting in Ambedkar
Nagar, the AAP national con-
vener said, “I have travelled
across the country over the past
few days and people are fed up
with unemployment. But the PM

is thinking about whom to jail.
They will arrest all AAP leaders.
Have we chosen a PM or a
‘thanedaar™?” he said.

In a corner meeting at Badar-
pur, Kejriwal said, "I am a small
man with a small party. Why did
Modi ji send me to jail? My real
fault is that I made good schools
for your kids, I ensured good edu-
cation for your kids, He wants to
close down your schools by
arresting Kejriwal. If I made 500
schools, he should make 5,000
schools. I ensured free health
care through mohalla clinics... He
should make 500,000 clinics, not
by closing down our clinics.”

“My fault is that I made bus
travel free for women in Delhi.
Just a day before yesterday, in a
TV interview with PM Modi, a
journalist said that Arvind Kejri-
wal is providing free bus travel
facility to women in Delhi. On
this, the PM said that this free
travel is not right. There should
not be free travel in buses. I
thought in my mind that there is
so much inflation, PM ji, it
would have been great if you had
made bus travel free for women
in the entire country. But you
want to stop it even for Delhi res-
idents. This is not right... As long
as Kejriwal is there, I will not let

anything happen to your free
bus travel,” he said.

Earlier, AAP candidate for the
East Delhi Lok Sabha seat, Kul-
deep Kumar, led a cycle rally as
part of the "Jail Ka Jawab Vote Se”
campaign. AAP volunteers took
out a cycle rally, donning yellow
T-shirts with the slogan. At Mayur
Vihar Phase 2 area, Kumar
appealed to voters to answer to
Kejriwal's arrest by “voting
against the dictatorship of BJP".

BJP stalwarts canvass

for party candidates

The BJP went all guns blazing on
a hot Sunday evening, holding
more than 20 roadshows and
rallies across Delhi’s seven Lok
Sabha seats, ahead of polling day
in the Capital on May 25.

The BJP called upon both
present and former chief ministers
of states — Pushkar Singh Dhami
(Uttarakhand), Mohan Yadav
(Madhya Pradesh) and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan (former Madhya
Pradesh CM) — to address road-
shows across Delhi, with senior
party leaders such as K Annama-
lai, Giriraj Singh, Virendra Sach-
deva, and Arvinder Singh Lovely,
amongst those present.

BJP president JP Nadda will
take partinaroadshow in Malviya

Fewer road fatalities so
far this year: Police data

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi recorded a 6%
decline in on-road fatalities from
accidents between January 1 and
May 15 this year, compared to
the corresponding period in
2023, according to data shared
by Delhi Police on Sunday. Ring
Road, Outer Ring Road and GT
Karnal Road accounted for most
of the fatal accidents, according
to police data.

As of May 15, 518 people died
in 511 fatal crashes, which was
down from 552 deaths from 544
crashes in the same period last
year. “The concerted efforts of
the Delhi traffic police have
played a pivotal role in achieving
this milestone. Rigorous
enforcement of traffic rules,
robust awareness campaigns
and the implementation of inno-
vative traffic management strat-
egies have collectively contrib-
uted to this positive outcome,”
special commissioner of police
(Traffic) HGS Dhaliwal said.

According to the data shared
by police, Ring Road accounted
for the highest number of fatal
accidents, at 33, followed by
Outer Ring Road, at 31, GT Kar-
nal Road, at 27, Rohtak Road, at
19, NH 8, at 13, Mathura Road, at
10, Najafgarh Road, at 9,
Kanjhawala Road, NH 24 and

Black spots u

FATAL ACCIDENTS

(Data from Jan1to May 15)
Source: Delhi traffic police

Wazirabad Road, at 7, each.

A traffic police officer, on the
condition of anonymity, said
most accidents take place due to
drink driving and speeding,
especially at night. "Ring Road
was listed as black spot even in
2021 because maximum road
accidents and fatalities were
reported here. We have taken
remedial measures over the
years,” the officer said.

Dhawal Ashar, head of inte-
grated transport at research
organisation WRI India, said,
“We need a more nuanced
approach to speed management
starting with speed assessment.
We need to find out where
speeding takes place and when.

I
i

1
il —— -

. : . r‘Jm
|... 35 _— i .. .
Ty i S— *__-_EF.:F__:___ =y
i

.. It is also critical to focus on
effective street design to ensure
safer speeds by incorporating
traffic calming measures like
speed humps, raised crossings
and rumble strips along with
ensuring clear traffic signage
and road markings. Data shows
that even a 5% reduction in
speed can reduce fatal crashes
by 30%.”

A release by police said that
Delhi traffic police has priori-
tised community engagement to
“foster a culture of road safety”.

“Educational programmes
conducted in partnership with
schools and colleges, and vari-
ous stakeholders have been
instrumental,” it said.

CHANDNI CHOWK
10 BE A HERITAGE
HUB: CONG PICK

Aheli Das

aheli.das@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Congress candidate
for the Chandni Chowk Lok
Sabha seat Jai Prakash Aggar-
wal on Sunday said he would
transform the area into a heri-
tage hub, by highlighting heri-
tage structures and promoting
culinary specialties, in his
“Vision 2029” manifesto for the
constituency.

He was addressing a press
conference at his old house in
Kinari Bazaar.

The veteran politician will
face off as the AAP-Congress
candidate against Bharativya
Janata Party (BJP) candidate
Praveen Khandelwal.

“Chandni Chowk will
become a heritage hub... By
developing the ghats and river-
front of Yamuna adjacent to
Chandni Chowk Lok Sabha
constituency, a picturesque
tourist spot will be created for
tourists and local residents,”
the manifesto said.

GST was also prominently
mentioned in the manifesto, a
copy of which was seen by HT.
He promised relief to small
traders by reducing GST com-
pliance, to introduce exemption
to modify GST return, reduce of
GST rates, and abolish 18% GST
on health insurance.

Among other promises are
pucca houses to slum dwellers,
abolishing house tax in villages
and resolving traffic issues.

| killed as crane driver
loses control of vehicle

Debashish Karmakar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: A 50-year-old
woman died after she was
crushed by a crane at Hayatpur
in Gurugram Sector 93 on Satur-
day, police said.

Investigators identified the
deceased as Maina Devi, a resi-
dent of Kilachand Colony in Sec-
tor 10.

Police said the accident took
place at about 11.50am, when the
victim and her daughters Dik-
sha, 20, and Yashaswi, 16, were
walking on the side of the road
when the crane, carrying a heavy
transformer, veered off course
and crushed her. An officer said
that the crane then hit a tree and

flipped. “Due to the weight of the
transformer, the driver may
have lost control resulting in the
accident,” he said, adding that
the driver was also injured in the
incident but managed to flee
from the spot.

Sandeep Kumar, Gurugram
police public relations officer,
said the crane was seized from
the spot. “We are trying to trace
its owner and arrest him,” he
said.

On Diksha’s complaint, an FIR
was registered against the opera-
tor under sections 279 (rash
driving or riding on public way)
and 304A (causing death by neg-
ligence) of the Indian Penal Code
at Sector 10 police station on Sat-
urday night.

{ DECEASED SANITATION WORKERS }

Pay R30L to families, HC
tells city civic authorities

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
has directed the city authorities
to pay 230 lakh compensation
each to the families of three sani-
tation workers who died during
manual scavenging in 2017. The
court allowed the petition by the
families seeking a higher ex gra-
tia in accordance with a
Supreme Court order in 2023
which increased the compensa-
tion payable to the dependents of
the victims who lost their lives in
manual scavenging to 330 lakh
from the existing 10 lakh.

The families said in the peti-
tion that the workers died while
cleaning a drain in Lajpat Nagar,
adding that the deceased were

engaged by a Delhi Jal Board
sub-contractor.

The petitioners said that after
they died, a compensation of 10
lakh was awarded to the family
members. “... the directions
issued by the Supreme Court
were expressly made applicable
to all the statutory bodies includ-
ing corporations, railways... it
was directed that the compensa-
tion of 10 lakh that was given to
the family members of the
deceased workers be enhanced
to ¥30 lakh,” justice Sachin Datta
said. "Any violation... would
invite strict consequences” as
envisaged in the apex court ver-
dict, the court said. PTI

Nagar on Monday, Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath will hold a
publicmeet in Kondli, while Union
minister Amit Shah will address a
rally in Sangam Vihar.

Addressing public gatherings
in support of BJP candidates
Bansuri Swaraj (New Delhi),
Praveen Khandelwal (Chandni
Chowk), and Kamaljeet Sehra-
wat (West Delhi), Dhami said
that the work carried out by the
BJP over the last 10 years is
unparalleled and cannot be
matched by an alliance “formed
on the basis of corruption”.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has worked extremely hard
to elevate India to new heights. In
the last 10 years, he has redefined
development, transforming
Delhi’s skyline with projects like
the redevelopment of Pragati Mai-
dan, construction of Bharat Man-
dapam, the Eastern-Western
Peripheral Road, the Urban Exten-
sion Road project, and Kartavya
Path, among others,” said Dhami,
adding that the removal of Article
370 and the decision to build a
temple for Lord Ram were
amongst the other historic deci-
sions taken.

Parliamentarian Navneet Rana,
canvassing votes for BJP candi-
dates Ramvir Singh Bidhudi

HT PHOTOS

(South Delhi) and Harsh Malhotra
(East Delhi), referred to the party’s
picks as grassroot leaders who
need support against parties
rooted in corruption.

“In 2014, Arvind Kejriwal
claimed that the Congress, Sharad
Pawar, Lalu Yadav were all cor-
rupt. Yet today, for electoral gains,
they (AAP) are joining hands with
the same people because their sole
aim is to thwart the development
of the Modi government and cre-
ate a state of lawlessness in the
country,” she said.

In support of BJP candidate
from North East Delhi Manoj
Tiwari were Union minister Giri-
raj Singh, Chouhan and party
leader Madhavi Latha, who met
people in Kamal Vihar and Sant
Nagar (Burari).

In Mongolpuri, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva was with
Yogendra Chandolia, the candi-
date from North West Delhi, a
reserved seat. He said the central
government did not treat Sched-
uled Castes and Tribes as vote
banks, but is working for the true
upliftment of Dalits. “This is being
done so that everyone is a true
partner in the countrys develop-
ment,” Sachdeva said, alongside
senior leaders Raj Kumar Chau-
han and Arvinder Singh Lovely.
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Candidates target
Ggm’s urban voters

Abhishek Behl

abhishek behl@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Candidates of
major political parties have
begun canvassing in urban areas
of Badshahpur and Gurugram
assembly constituencies, which
have an estimated 925,000 vot-
ers out of the total 2.5 million
voters in the nine constituencies
of the Gurgaon Lok Sabha seat.
The Congress, Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and Jannayak Janta
Party (JJP) candidates on Sun-
day moved around the city to
woo urban voters and they also
outlined their plans to the peo-
ple, who have been demanding
better urban governance.

Gurugram will go to polls on
May 25 in the sixth phase of the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections.

Sitting Gurugram MP and BJP
candidate Rao Inderjit Singh on
Sunday campaigned in Kanhai
Wazirabad, Sector 56, Sector 46
and other areas of Old Guru-
gram and he spoke about his
plan for the city.

Singh said that his focus will
be on ensuring the Metro system
becomes operational, and the
RRTS transport system from
Delhi to Behrore via Gurugram

h

Rao Inderjit Singh, Raj Babbar

is executed. “If the opposition
wants to know where develop-
ment took place then they
should take the Dwarka express-
way, Mumbai-Delhi expressway
and Sohna elevated road. We
will ensure in the next five years
that AIIMS in Rewari, Mata
Sheetal Medical College and the
Civil Hospital in Gurgaon are
completed,” he said in public
meetings in the city.

Congress candidate, Raj Bab-
bar, also held public meetings at
Shikohpur, Dundahera and
other parts of the city. Babbar
also released a Nyaypatra for
Gurugram and shared it on X.
Babbar promised that a special
mobile number and application
will be launched to ensure direct
contact with the MP. “We are
fighting to bring in change in
Gurugram and I met people in
Dundahera and Shikohpur, who
have assured to vote for Con-
gress on May 25, he said.
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Be aware of these rules and prevent

yourself from frauds
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Rule 3: Insist on a transaction slip and check details for every
AEPS transaction, even failed transactions

3 rules to remember
when using AEPS*
to make payments

(*AEPS - Aadhaar Enabled Payment System)

Rule 1: Verify credentials of the Business Correspondent/Operator
by asking for an ID proof

Rule 2: Check if any additional paper/transparent film, etc.
is attached to the fingerprint scanning device

Remember, if an SMS is received that a transaction has been made
without your authorisation, report it to your bank immediately.
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26-year-old lynched on
suspicion of theft, 3 held

Hemani Bhandari
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 26-year-old man
was allegedly beaten to death by
a family in Uttam Nagar, west
Delhi, on Saturday night over
suspicion of theft, police said on
Sunday, adding that three peo-
ple were apprehended in the
case including a 17-year-old boy.

The man’s family alleged that
his feet and hands were tied
before he was beaten up, a bike
was run over his genitals, and
the accused also rubbed salt on
his wounds.

A senior police officer said
the preliminary probe revealed
that the man was lynched by
members of a family who alleg-
edly sold illicit liquor in the
area, adding that several sus-
pects are at large, including
some people who worked for
the prime accused.

Deputy commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Ankit Singh
identified the deceased as Karan
Kumar, a resident of Shiv Vihar.

Karan was a labourer who

Karan Kumar

was currently unemployed, and
had 10 criminal cases of theft
registered against him.

Police said they arrested a
27-year-old woman, Maina Devi
and a 30-year-old man, Rohit
Kumar, and apprehended the
minor boy who worked for
them.

Police said their control room
received a call around 8.30pm
and the caller said her son was
being beaten up by some peo-
ple. “"When police reached the
spot, the control room van had
shifted him to Safdarjung Hos-

pital where he was declared
dead on arrival,” Singh said.

Purported videos of the vic-
tim being beaten up surfaced on
social media where Devi was
heard accusing him of theft.
Police said multiple people are
visible in the video, including
the woman’s husband.

According to investigators, a
theft was reported at Devi's resi-
dence in December last year
and phones and cash, among
other household items, were
stolen. The family suspected
that Karan was involved
because of his criminal record
and because someone accused
him.

“Since then, they had been
looking for him. However, he
did not live in the area and
returned only a few days ago.
On Saturday night, the family
spotted him in Shiv Vihar,” the
officer said.

The family then allegedly
caught him and beat him up.
“Preliminary probe revealed
that they continued to beat him
even as he ran to save himself,

We were also told that his feet
were tied,” the officer said.

“Devi’s husband Rahul, (sin-
gle name) was also involved in
the murder. He is absconding
and teams are looking,” the offi-
cer said.

Meanwhile, Karan's mother
Shakuntala Devi, 48, alleged
that the accused beat her son
with sticks and bricks. “They
tied him up and beat him merci-
lessly with rods, sticks and
bricks. They urinated on him
and made him drink urine and
ran a bike over his genitals,” she
said. She added that she made
calls to the police.

Shakuntala said that she saw
her son bleed profusely and was
in a semi-conscious state.

“I called the police multiple
times but they came late,” she
said.

Police denied the allegation
that they came late to the scene.
DCP Singh said police registered
a case under sections 302 and
34 of the Indian Penal Code and
formed multiple teams to nab
the absconding suspects.

2 MINORS AMONG
4 TEENAGERS HELD
FOR MURDER

IN SEELAMPUR

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Sunday arrested two men and
apprehended two juveniles for
the murder of a 20-year-old man
at Seelampur, officers said.
Police said the accused killed Md
Igbal, the victim, because he
used to frequently scold them.

Police said Igbal was found
lying in a pool of blood near his
house in Seelampur on Friday
night. He was taken to hospital,
where doctors declared him
dead. "He was stabbed multiple
times in the back and on both
legs. Teams were formed to iden-
tify the accused,” deputy com-
missioner of police (northeast)
Joy Tirkey said.

Investigators said local resi-
dents said a group of teenagers
had fought with the deceased a
week before the murder. Police
said they first picked up a
19-year-old Adil Ansari from
New Seelampur. He works at a
car wash workshop. “We found a
knife from his possession. We
then caught his 18-year-old
friend from the same area.
Another knife was seized,” said
Tirkey. Police said they appre-
hended two minors as well.

Girl mauled to death
by street dogs: Police

Peeyush Khandelwal

peeyush. khandelwal@htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: A four-year-old
girl was attacked and mauled
to death by a pack of stray dogs
at a brick kiln near Bhikkhan-
pur in Muradnagar town,
Ghaziabad, on Saturday, police
said on Sunday. Police said the
girl, identified as Farheen (sin-
gle name) was taken to a hospi-
tal in Delhi where she suc-
cumbed to critical injuries late
on Saturday evening.

“The girl was admitted to a
hospital in Delhi and she suc-
cumbed Saturday evening. She
was injured badly by stray dogs
during the incident. It is up to
the civic agencies to trace and

check these strays,” said
Naresh Kumar, assistant com-
missioner of police, Muradna-
gar/Masuri circle.

HT reached out to Arun
Dixit, sub-divisional magistrate
(Sadar) who did not respond to
queries seeking comments,

According to the girl's
father, Mohammad Zarif, 32,
she sustained deep injuries to
her hands, legs, abdomen and
neck and had bled profusely.

“On Wednesday afternoon,
the girl had gone to meet my
father-in-law. She was walking
back home when a pack of 5-6
strays attacked her,” Zarif said,
adding that she was attacked
for two to three minutes before
a local went to her rescue.

Gzb: Two brothers arrested
for gang-raping their sister

Peeyush Khandelwal
peeyush khandelwal @htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
police on Sunday arrested two
brothers aged 24 and 21 years on
charges of repeatedly gang-rap-
ing their teenaged sister over the
past several months, officers
aware of the case said.

Police said the incident came
to light on May 17, when the girl,
14, fell sick. Her mother took her
to ESI Hospital in Delhi, where
doctors discovered that the girl
was 22 weeks pregnant.

“The girl then broke down
and told her mother that she was
being repeatedly raped by her
two brothers in their mother’s

POLICE SAID THE
NCIDENT CAMETO
LIGHT ON MAY 17,
WHEN THE GIRL, 14,
FELL SICK, AND HER
MOTHER TOOK HER
TO A HOSPITAL

absence since December 2023,"
said assistant commissioner of
police (Shalimar Garden police
circle) Siddharth Gautam.
Police said that the siblings’
father had died several years
ago, and the mother is the only
earning member of the family.
“After the mother came to

know of the girl’s ordeal, she
filed a police complaint against
her two sons. They both do not
earn... They had threatened the
girl to not reveal the incidents to
their mother,” Gautam said.

Police said that based on the
complaint filed by the mother on
May 17, a first information report
(FIR) was registered under
Indian Penal Code (IPC) section
376d (gangrape) and provisions
of the Protection of Children
against Sexual Offences (Pocso)
Act at a police station that falls
under the Shalimar Garden
police circle.

“The two brothers were
arrested from near Wazirabad
Road on Sunday,” Gautam said.

Police officers inspect the hotel in Noida Sector 104, where a

27-year-old woman died of asphyxiation.

SUNILGHOSH/HT PHOTO

Fire breaks out at
Noida hotel, 1 killed

Arun Singh

arun.singh@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: A 27-year-old woman
died of asphyxiation after a mas-
sive fire broke out on the fourth
floor of a hotel at Hazipur in Sec-
tor 104, Noida, police said on
Sunday. The woman had
checked into the hotel barely
three hours before the fire with
her boyfriend, who is undergo-
ing treatment for asphyxiation
in a hospital, police added.

According to the chief fire
officer of Gautam Budh Nagar,
Pradeep Kumar Chaubey, the
hotel staff failed to alert the cou-
ple about the fire. The couple
only became aware of the fire
when smoke had filled their
room on the sixth floor, said CFO
Chaubey. There was also a half-
hour gap between the outbreak
of the fire and when it was
reported to the fire control
room, said officers.

It was notimmediately known
how the fire started, but police
have registered a first informa-
tion report against the hotel for
causing death by negligence.

“The deceased woman's iden-
tity has been withheld at the
family’s request. She was a phys-
iotherapist who lived in Noida.
The man, Tarun Kumar, 26, a
resident of Mayur Vihar Phase 1,
Delhi, is currently undergoing
treatment for asphyxiation at a
local hospital and is reported to
be stable,” said a police officer
aware of the matter.

The two were the only people
in the hotel aside from the staff
when the fire broke out, said
police. “The fire broke out on the

fourth floor of the six-floor hotel
at 5pm. Initially the hotel staff
tried to douse the fire on their
own. At 5.35pm, they informed
the fire control room and 10 fire
tenders were rushed to the scene.
The blaze was brought under
control with just one tender
within 15 minutes,” said chief fire
officer Pradeep Kumar Chaubey.

According to police, the hotel
was inaugurated on May 10 and
did not have a fire no objection
certificate (NOC), and had only
temporary firefighting systems.

Hotel staff did not try to
save guests, allege police
According to police, the woman
and Kumar checked into the
hotel at L.30pm.

“The hotel staff did not inform
the room occupants about the
fire. They later informed firefight-
ers that two guests were trapped.
A team of firefighters managed to
gain entry to the top floor from
the terrace of an adjacent build-
ing to rescue them,” said CFO
Chaubey, adding that the two
were rushed to a nearby hospital,
where the woman died during
treatment on Saturday night.
“Based on a complaint from the
deceased woman's brother, a case
was registered against the uni-
dentified accused and the hotel at
the Sector 39 police station on
Sunday under Section 304A
(causing death by negligence) of
the Indian Penal Code,” said Man-
ish Kumar Mishra, additional
commissioner of police (Noida).

HT tried to contact the hotel
owner, Akash Sharma, several
times but his mobile phone was
switched off.

MCD GETS NOD
FOR PROJECTS
WORTH %407 CR IN
URBAN VILLAGES

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is plan-
ning to undertake large-scale
rural rejuvenation projects
under the Gramoday scheme
over the next year for which
3407 crore has been sanctioned,
senior officials said.

Before the declaration of elec-
tions, work orders could be
issued for only 5% of these cases
as the model code of conduct
came into force, an official said,
adding that the remaining work
will be taken up after June 2024.

A large chunk of these projects
are related to road redevelop-
ment, drainage and streetlight
work in the villages of west Delhi,
Najafgarh and Narela zones.

A senior MCD official said that
earlier in January, senior offi-
cials from various departments
stayed at Delhi villages to talk to
all stakeholders and identify the
development work that need to
be carried out. “These projects
were finalised based on the feed-
back from people. The funding
for these projects is being pro-
vided by the Delhi Development
Authority,” the official added.

According to the documents
seen by HT, MCD had proposed
381 such projects across various
villages of Delhi with an estimated
cost 0f I644.77 crore. “Out of these
381 projects, 349 have received
sanction from DDA with a cumu-
lative expenditure of ¥407.13
crore. Before the model code of
conduct came into force, tenders
had been called for 344 projects
out of which 182 were opened and
work order could be issued only in
eight cases,” he added.

The “Dilli Gramodaya Abhi-
yan” aims to develop infrastruc-
ture in urbanised villages and
new urban areas, for which 960
crore was given to DDA last year.

MCD PROPOSED
THAT 381 SUCH
PROJECTS ACROSS
VARIOUS VILLAGES
OF DELHI, OF
WHICH 349 HAVE
RECEIVED NOD
FROM DDA

Billboards: Cluttering urban eyeline, posing life threat

GHATKOPAR, MUMBAI

Manoj Sharma

manoj.sharma@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In his 2016 book
The Great Derangement, author
Amitav Ghosh issued a dire
warning: “The thousands of bill-
boards that encrust Mumbai”
would turn into “deadly projec-
tiles” in the event of a major
storm. Such a scenario may
have seemed improbable to
many. Yet nearly a decade on,
disaster struck on May 13 this
year, when a colossus 120x120
foot advertising hoarding came
crashing down during a Mum-
bai thunderstorm, claiming 16
lives.

The tragedy starkly exposed
the perilous and unregulated
nature of these towering struc-
tures, proving that Ghosh’s
grim prophecy is not so far-
fetched after all. As the author
himself posted on social media,
“the recent storm was nowhere
near as damaging as a major
cyclone would be. Mumbai
really needs to cut back drasti-
cally on billboards”.

The proliferation of large bill-
boards is not confined to Mum-
bai alone — reports of hoard-
ings and billboards collapsing
during rains and storms, caus-
ing damage and power outages,
is common across the country.
Despite complaints, little action
has been taken to address these
hazards.

Many perceive the surge in
giant outdoor advertisements
also as contributors to chaotic
cityscapes. Pedestrians and
motorists are bombarded with
flashy ads, detracting from a
city's charm and character, and
giving it the feel of an over-
crowded, suffocating market-
place. Experts caution against
the visual pollution caused by
these giant advertisements, an
issue that has often been over-
looked in Indian cities.

“They add more chaos to our
already chaotic cities and
obscure cityscapes,” said Akash
Hingorani, a Delhi-based archi-
tect and urban designer. “These
advertisements often appear
random, lacking any sense of
artistic expression or considera-
tion for safety. In many Western
countries, billboards are
designed with pedestrians in
mind, but in Indian cities, they
are primarily aimed at motor-
ists, which explains their big
size and high placements.
Proper planning needs to
account for the design, angle of
placement, size, height, and the
number of these ads to better
integrate them with an urban

The spot in Ghatkopar, Mumbai, where alarge hoarding came crashing down, killing 16 people.

environment.”

The advent of outdoor
advertising
Outdoor advertising has a long
history in India, dating back to
ancient times when messages
were communicated through
painted signs on walls, rocks,
and other public spaces. The
use of outdoor advertising in its
more modern form started in
the late 19th century with the
billboards and posters.
Western-style advertising
was introduced during the Brit-
ish colonial period, and the first
billboards appeared in major
cities such as Kolkata and
Mumbai, mainly promoting
British goods and services.
After independence in 1947,
outdoor advertising continued
to develop in tandem with eco-
nomic growth and urbanisa-
tion. Throughout the 20th cen-
tury, a wide range of outdoor

advertising formats emerged,
such as hoardings, transit
advertising, and street furniture
advertising.

The industry saw significant
advancements in the early 21st
century with the introduction of
digital signage and LED dis-
plays.

“In the 1950s, large hoardings
were primarily seen outside cin-
ema halls in Delhi. A few com-
mercial hoardings put up by
consumer brands could also be
found in select locations like
Kamla Market near Ajmeri
Gate, the outer circle of Con-
naught Place, and at Minto
Bridge. Their numbers
increased significantly in the
1980s,” said Sydney Rebeiro, 82,
former dean (culture) at Delhi
University.

Today, outdoor advertising in
India is a multi-billion-dollar
industry, with both traditional
and digital billboards playing a

significant role in brand promo-
tion and marketing campaigns
across the country. This has
become a significant source of
income for several municipal
corporations, such as the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC), which has in the
past few years actively pro-
moted outdoor advertising
through its policies.

“The corporation earns about
Rs 200 crore per year through
licensing of billboards and
hoardings,” said a BMC official.

“The problem is that bill-
boards, hoardings, and banners
are often not included in the
plan when urban spaces are
designed. This results in a situa-
tion where the placement of
advertisements is more about
finding any available space. In
malls, advertising space is often
planned properly, integrating
well with the architecture. This
principle should be applied to
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larger urban design,” says Kapil
Pandey, founder of VDIS, a com-
pany that specialises in signage
design. "It is essential for civic
architects and visual designers
to work together when design-
ing urban spaces.”

Reclaiming public spaces
Several cities around the world
have recognised the negative
impact of unregulated outdoor
advertising and have taken
steps to mitigate visual pollu-
tion. In September 2006, Sao
Paulo in Brazil passed the
“Clean City Law”, which banned
all outdoor advertisements to
reclaim public spaces. Paris has
also implemented stringent reg-
ulations on billboard size and
placement to preserve the city’s
historic beauty.

In the United States, cities
like San Francisco and New
York have implemented zoning
laws and stricter permitting

processes to control the prolif-
eration of outdoor ads. These
measures include limits on the
size and brightness of digital
signs, restrictions on billboard
placement near residential
areas, and the creation of
“ad-free zones” in certain parts
of the city.

BMC is currently in the proc-
ess of setting up a committee, of
traffic police officials, civic offi-
cials, and experts from [IT Bom-
bay, to formulate comprehen-
sive guidelines on the regula-
tory, economic, and aesthetic
aspects of outdoor advertising
in the city. “The idea is to
address concerns related to out-
door advertising, including light
and visual pollution, and to
maintain the city’s character,”
the BMC official said.

In some cities such as Guru-
gram, residents fed up with offi-
cial apathy have taken matters
into their own hands. “The lkm

Hoardings and billboards collapsing during rains and storms, causing damage and
power outages, is common across the country.

HT PHOTOS

road stretch outside our apart-
ment was inundated with post-
ers, hoardings, and other adver-
tisements, and the numbers
were increasing day by day.
These ads made our otherwise
green and peaceful area feel like
a commercial zone,” said Pooja
Anand, RWA president of Tulip
Violet in Sector 69. “After civic
authorities failed to respond to
our requests, we decided to take
action on our own. Today,
whenever we see illegal posters
or hoardings, we immediately
remove them.”

Regulations and how to
enforce them

Though Delhi was one of India’s
first cities to have an outdoor
advertising policy— established
in 2008, and revised in 2017 —
to enhance aesthetics, the Capi-
tal too has not been immune to
visual clutter caused by bill-
boards and hoardings.

“For aesthetics, we consider
the width of the road and the
size of the boards. We permit
only 20x10 ft boards on a road
that is 100 feet wide, and 26x13
ft boards on roads wider than
that. Besides, proper distance
between them is also consid-
ered,” said a Municipal Corpo-
ration Delhi (MCD) official.

“Whenever an advertising
agency puts up a hoarding, we
ask for a structural safety certif-
icate. Besides, our team of 20
inspectors is always on streets
enforcing regulations and
removing illegal banners and
hoardings that keep popping up.
In the past couple of years, we
have conducted drives in areas
like Rohini, Vijay Nagar, Karol
Bagh, Narela, among others to
remove illegal hoardings. The
situation has considerably
improved,” he added.

Around a decade ago, said
the official, people would even
install iron poles to place adver-
tisements. “But we have now
stopped that practice. These
days alot of these posters, ban-
ners, and hoardings are often
put up by local politicians and
businesses. It is not possible to
send notices to everyone and
take action; people need to have
civic sense and keep the city
clean,” said the official.

Mental cost of visual
pollution

Beyond aesthetics, visual pollu-
tion has a profound psychologi-
cal effect on people. Mental
health experts say the constant
exposure to high-density adver-
tising can lead to a sensory
overload, where the brain
becomes overwhelmed by the
barrage of visual stimuli. This
can cause stress, anxiety, and
distraction, reducing overall
quality of life. Studies have
shown that environments with
excessive visual clutter can
make it difficult for people to
focus and process information
efficiently.

“Visual clutter from advertis-
ing can indeed lead to a multi-
tude of problems, including
stress, anxiety, aesthetic dis-
pleasure, attention overload,
cognitive load, and even distrac-
tions that can contribute to acci-
dents on the road,” said Deepak
Raheja, senior psychiatrist,
Hope Care India, a Delhi-based
psychiatry centre and mental
wellness organisation.

*While it may not be practi-
cally possible to eliminate
advertising completely, it's cru-
cial to regulate and control it
effectively.”
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being arrested, and our bank
accounts will be seized after the
elections. Our party office will
also be vacated and we will be
brought to the streets,” Kejriwal
said during a 15-minute address.

Calling the protest a “politi-
cal drama”, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva said:
“Arvind Kejriwal is himself out
on bail. Their (AAP) entire
character is criminal.”

Maliwal's allegations have
rocked the AAP, days before all
seven Lok Sabha seats in Delhi
and 13 seats in Punjab, the two
provinces the party governs, go
to the polls.

Delhi Police on Saturday
took Kumar into custody from
Kejriwal's residence at Flag-
staff Road, and he was later
remanded to five days’ police
custody.

His arrest came two days
after Maliwal filed a police
complaint against Kumar,
alleging that he “slapped” her
“at least seven to eight times”
without any provocation and
“brutally dragged” her while
“kicking” her, forcing her to
fall and hit her head on a table
at the CM'’s residence on May
13. Kumar has filed a counter
complaint, accusing Maliwal of
forcefully entering the CM's
premises and using abusive
language.

Kejriwal said a string of AAP
leaders have been arrested
over the past two years “as part
of the BJP’s efforts to break the
AAP”.

“Yesterday (on Saturday),
they arrested my PA (Bibhav).
Now, they are saying they will
arrest Raghav Chadha, Atishi,
Kailash Gahlot... We have all
gathered here and we want to
tell the PM that we have all
come together and we can all
be arrested. We are not
scared,” he said.

“In the coming days, the
AAP will become a challenge
for the BJP in many states and
nationally, and that is why they
want to destroy the party
before it grows,” he said.

The Delhi CM went on to say
that “false cases” were levied
against AAP leaders and that
no money has been recovered
to prove graft. He said that
ahead of the Punjab assembly
elections in 2022, he was
referred to as a “Khalistani ter-
rorist’.

“In the next 10-15 days, they
will bring out many more such
fictional allegations. They can
fall to any depth,” he added.

He appealed to AAP support-
ers to march peacefully
towards the BJP office. “We
will march calmly and peace-
fully. I will lead it... We will sit
for half an hour wherever they
stop us and they can arrest us.

{ FROM PAGE 1 |

If they don't arrest us, it will be
their loss,” he said.

Following his speech, AAP
leaders, led by Kejriwal,
marched towards the BJP
office on DDU Marg but were
stopped several metres ahead
of their destination. The ITO
Metro station’s entry and exit
were shut, even as Delhi Police
and central security personnel
were deployed in large num-
bers.

Traffic police also issued an
advisory asking commuters to
avoid the surrounding roads.

“In view of the protest by
political party at DDU Marg,
traffic will remain heavy at
DDU Marg, IP Marg, Minto
Road and Vikar Marg,” it said.

A senior police officer said,
“Multiple layers of barricading
was done from the AAP office
towards the BJP headquarters.
We made an announcement
about Section 144 (of CrPC)
being imposed in the area.”

“AAP leaders started their
march from their office and
were walking towards Rouse
Avenue when they were
stopped. They agreed to stop
and sat on the ground,” added
the officer, who asked not to be
named.

During the march, AAP
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
raised slogans of “Jail Ka
Jawab Vote Se, Gundagardi Ka
Jawab Vote Se”, “Loktantra me
Tanashahi Nahi Chalegi” and
“Hitlershahi nahi chalegi”.

He was flanked by other
ministers and senior party
functionaries, including Delhi
minister Atishi. “They are
afraid of our work. They are
unable to provide facilities like
us and that is why they want to
crush the AAP. We will con-
tinue to struggle,” she said.

At 1.05pm, Singh announced
that workers should head back
towards the party office. “As
promised, we remained here
for half an hour. Now we know
that BJP cannot arrest us and
have accepted defeat. They
have run away,” he said.

Attacking the party further,
Sachdeva said, “After Nir-
bhaya, Kejriwal used to scream
that actions should be taken
against accused but in this
case, he is protecting him.”

“We all know that misbehav-
iour was done with Swati Mali-
wal. Sanjay Singh himself
accepted this. They have also
tried to destroy the proofs
inside the CM residence just
like a criminal. Swati Maliwal
was beaten on instructions of
chief minister. The accused’s
phone has been cleared and
CCTV footage is missing.This
was not a protest. This was a
drama

The then nascent AAP held
several protests in the after-

math of the December gang-
rape and murder that rocked
the national capital. Maliwal
was, at the time, at the helm of
several of these protests.

BJP leader Ravi Shankar
Prasad said, "Kejriwal did not
resign even after being
arrested. His party staff beat up
the woman MP, why no action
is being taken? What kind of
model of Arvind Kejriwal is
this? Is this dadagiri? The law
will take its own course and
everyday, their reality is com-
ing to fore.”

In an apparent reference to
the protest, Swati Maliwal
posted on X in Hindi: “There
was a time when we all came
out on the streets to get justice
for Nirbhaya. Today, after 12
years, we are out on the streets
to save the accused who made
the CCTV footage disappear
and formatted the phone? I
wish they had used this much
force for Manish Sisodia ji. If
he had been here, maybe this
bad thing wouldn't have hap-
pened to me!”

While many AAP workers
were whisked away by the for-
ces during the protest, police
said no formal detentions were
made.

RESERVOIR LEVELS

worst drought in 40 years,
according to the state govern-
ment. In Hyderabad, Osmania
University has ordered its hos-
tels and messes shut due to
“water and electricity shortage”,
according to a notice by the
chief warden, which HT has
reviewed.

The water level last week in
the 150 reservoirs was a mere
25% of the total live capacity of
179 billion cubic metres (BCM)
at45.2 BCM, according to data
from the Central Water Com-
mission. In the corresponding
period a year ago, the storage
was 58 BCM.

Live capacity, a hydrological
parameter, refers to the usable
volume of water, in contrast to
dead storage, which is the bot-
tom-most zone of a water body.

Karnataka has been strug-
gling with water shortage since
February. Blistering tempera-
tures, far exceeding 40°C, have
dried up lakes and water bodies
in south India. Several reser-
voirs in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana are also on the verge
of drying out, a Union water
department official said.

Last week, the only reservoir
in Bihar went dry or reached its
dead-storage level, as did Uttar-
akhand's Nanak Sagar reservoir.

Levels in the Cauvery basin in
Karnataka have been progres-
sively dropping, prompting
farmers to dig deeper wells.
Parched conditions have shriv-
elled the state’s short-duration

paddy crop. “In Kerala, there
has been extensive damage to
paddy, pepper, cardamom, veg-
etables, coffee and cocoa,” said
AK Roy of the state’s horticul-
ture board.

Lower water levels in reser-
voirs have impacted hydro-
power generation in the coun-
try, which declined to a five-
year low of 146 billion kilowatt-
hours (kWh), according to data
from Grid-India. As a result,
hydro power’s share in total
power output fell to a record
low of 8.3% during the year
ended March 3L.

The southwest monsoon,
which delivers 70% of India’s
annual rainfall, was 6% defi-
cient in 2023, while the north-
east (winter) monsoon that
drenches southern states was
13% short.

The poor rains had been
stoked by last year’s peaking El
Nino weather pattern, whose
effects ripple around the globe.
El Nino is marked by an abnor-
mal warming of the Pacific
Ocean and brings dry weather
to the Indian subcontinent.

To be sure, on April 15, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said the monsoon
this year would be above nor-
mal. The IMD said the rains will
be a surplus 106%. According to
the IMD’s classification, mon-
soon showers are considered
average or normal if they are
between 96% and 104% of a
50-year average of 87cm (35
inches) for the four-month sea-
SOm.

In Bangaluru, the shortage,
exacerbated by weak winter
monsoon rains, has prompted
residents and local authorities
to ration water use, as house-
holds chase exorbitantly priced
tanker supplies.

Even manufacturing and ser-
vices firms have taken a hit.
“Workers are not turning up
and business has been
impacted. We are desperately
waiting for the summer mon-
soon to arrive,” said Chethan
Hegde of the Bengaluru chapter
of the National Restaurants
Association of India.

Although this year’s mon-
soon is forecast to be robust, the
ongoing dry spell could delay
sowing of crops in the upcom-
ing kharif or summer-sown sea-
son. “The problem is current
moisture soil levels are totally
depleted. Sufficient rains will be
required to replenish soil mois-
ture,” a scientist at a state-run
agriculture body said.

The June-September rain-
bearing season is critical for
Asia’s third-largest economy as
nearly half of the country’s net-
sown area heavily relies on the
summer monsoon. Almost half
the population depends on a
farm-based income.
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Citizens during the extreme summer

Amid the ongoing heatwave-like condi-
tions, thousands of our fellow citizens
lack the choice of sheltering themselves
from the dangerous afternoon sun. They
are obliged to carry on with their outdoorsy profes-
sion, and persist with it even during the hottest
hours of the extremely hot day. A few of the citi-
zens give a fleeting sense of their daytime life.

Arif, kakri seller: “I like extreme heat, they
increase my sales.”

Virendra, construction labourer: “Kaam to
karna hee parega (one must keep working), but I
regularly cool myself with the sherbet that I make
daily (see right photo).”

Jaipal, autorickshaw driver: “It gets so hot
between 12pm and two that my organs start to siz-
zle, but I have to be on the road...1
drinking half-litre cold water after every half-hour.”

Farukh, pavement tailor: "I have to manage
my children’s school fees, and my household
expenses. So I continue to work on this pavement,
this is the spot known to my regular customers.
The silai machine gets burning hot as well... it cools
down only in the evening.”

try to be careful,

Sameer, kharbooja vendor: “Aag aag ko marti
hain (fire beats fire). So I frequently drink garma-
garam chai. But cold drinks are no good. My body
heats up minutes after having a cola bottle.”

Jamal, daily wage labourer: “I have to be sta-
tioned here at Labour Chowk throughout the day
to receive work (from contractors). It is very hot
today, and yesterday was even hotter, but I was on
this same spot as always, waiting for assignments
[ frequently walk to the mandir over there—it has
free drinking water cooler for the public.”

Ravi, hawker of plastic tiaras: "I cannot let the
weather pause my life. I have to sell every single

day.”

Ghulam Muhammed, Rafi, Nisaar, Shabeer,
Abdur Rahman — labourers who jointly haul
goods on carts: "Upar wale ka saath hain (God is
with us). Besides, our customers always give us

cold water to drink.”

Suresh, phalsa seller: “Kya kare, mazboori
(what to do, it is helplessness).” (see left photo)
Chhote, mango seller: (He responds with a

weary shrug, and stays silent).

Pappu, watermelon seller: “These days I spend
the midday hours sleeping under a tree, and set up
the fruit stall only at four in the evening when the

direct sun is gone.”
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2 Haryana discom officials
arrested for taking bribes

GURUGRAM: The anti-corruption
bureau of the Haryana govern-
ment arrested two Dakshin Har-
yana Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited
(DHBVN) officials from Farrukh-
nagar while they were allegedly
accepting bribes from a contrac-
tor and an affluent farmer for

issuing a new commercial
energy connection and replacing
a transformer, officials said.
ACB officials said that the
arrested men were Anil Kumar
and Rajbir Kumar, both junior
engineers posted at DHBVN's
Farrukhnagar office. HTC

In fond remembrance

Sh. Hazoorilal Narang

Pioneer. Humble. Virtuous. Connoisseur,
(71" March 1932 - 20" May 2013)

Sons and Daughters-in-law
Ramesh & Anjali Narang
Sandeep & Sarika Narang

You have always been our source of inspiration
and your heavenly presence will continue to guide and enlighten us

Daughters & Sons-in-law
Indu & Vipin Mehra

Pinky & Moninder Dhingra
Chanchal & Arun Birla
Harsh & Dinesh Sehgal

Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren
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Man jumps from terrace
to avoid arrest, dies

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: A 45-year-old man,
declared a proclaimed offender
by courts in connection with
three different cases in Nuh and
Gurugram, died after he alleg-
edly jumped from the terrace of
his two-storey house in Sohna on
Saturday evening to avoid being
arrested during a raid, police
said on Sunday.

Investigators identified the
deceased as Nazar Mohammad.
They said Mohammad was
rushed to Medanta hospital by
his family members but doctors
declared him dead.

A senior official said that a

Nuh police team had reached
Sohna and had carried out a raid
at his home at about 5.45pm to
arrest Mohammad when he
jumped from the terrace of his
house and died.

“He was a proclaimed
offender by different courts in
cases of Negotiable Instruments
Act of which two were registered
in Nuh and one in Sohna,” the
senior police official said.

Sandeep Kumar, Gurugram
police public relations officer,
said Mohammad was also
booked in a case of domestic vio-
lence registered on the com-
plaint of his wife. “An inquiry
has been launched in connection
with his death,” he said.
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Remembered By: Raj
Rashmi, Tanvir, Tusshar, Raunak and Kanishk Malik

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
SMT SWARN MALIK
15.10.1938 - 20.05.2017

No words can express how
much we loved you and how
much we miss you. We
freasure every memory we
made together, and your spirit
still guides us through life.
Kumar, Rajeev, Ashish,

hearts. Still missing

you Mom, until we meet again.
Parkashs, Tanejas, Ved Films, New Delhi.

In loving Memory of
Mrs. Shan Parkash
27.07.1925 - 20.05.2022

Remembering a  beautiful
soul that was our dear Mom.
Your love, wisdom, warmth
continues to light our paths.
Your memory remains a
blessing and eternal in our

Tower 38/1401, Sector-100, Noida, # 9810840100 &
9313625754, Email: ravi_jain56 @rediffmail.com

Late Hem Chand Rai
Jain (Advocate)
02.03.1892 - 20.05.1982

Your inspiration and guidance
will remain our source of life
forever. We fondly remember
your caring and loving nature.
Remember by Jain family
Lotus Espacia Boulevard

3 3

Ambar. 9312017891, 95

PARVEEN LATA SUD
17.08.1935 - 20.05.2021

it's 3 years, the world changes
from year to year. our lives
from day to day. but the love
and memories of you shall
never pass away. Missed by:
Rahul, Poonam, Jigisha,
55888696.
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Understanding NDA, INDIA
bloc’s arithmetic in Phase 5

Nishant Ranjan

let ters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Forty-nine parlia-
mentary constituencies (PCs) are
going to vote on Monday in the
fifth phase of the current elec-
tion cycle. This is also the small-
est phase in terms of the number
of PCs going to the polls. These
49 PCs are spread across eight
states and Union territories.
Among the two major alliance
blocs — the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) spearheaded by
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Indian National Devel-
opmental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) — the INDIA bloc is
again set to witness a higher pro-
portion of intra-alliance con-
flicts. Most of these intra-alli-
ance conflicts are expected to be
notional, except in West Bengal,
where the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) failed to reach a seat-
sharing arrangement with other
INDIA parties — the Congress,
Communist Party of India-Marx-
ist (CPIM), and Communist Party
of India (CPI).

What are the constituents
of the NDA in the fifth
phase?

Among the NDA parties, the BJP
is contesting the highestnumber
of 40 PCs. Shiv Sena is contesting
6 PCs, all in Maharashtra. Janata
Dal (United), Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas), and Rashtriya
Samaj Paksha (RSPS) are con-
testing one PC each. None of the
NDA parties are contesting Bar-
amulla PC in Jammu and Kash-
mir. NDA alliance arithmetic
seems perfectly seamless in the
current phase, with only one
intra-alliance contest with RSPS
in Mohanlalganj in Uttar Pra-
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Kharge's posters
defaced outside

Bengal Cong HQ

KOLKATA: A dayafter he
snubbed West Bengal
Congress chief Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury for
questioning TMC chief
Mamata Banerjee's
loyalty to the INDIA bloc,
several postersand
hoardings of Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
were defaced with ink in
front of the party’s state
headquarters on Sunday.
Unidentified peoplealso
wrote “agent of TMC” on
Kharge’s posters and
hoardings. A Congress
leader, however, said:
“This is the handiwork of
the TMC which wants to
create differences
between senior Congress
leaders and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury.”

Rahul, Akhilesh cut
short joint rally in

UP amid chaos
PRAYAGRAJ: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhiand
Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav
on Sunday had to leave a
joint poll meeting in
Phulpur area of Uttar
Pradesh midway after
their supporters broke
through barricades,
leading to a “stampede-
like” situation. Deputy
commissioner of police
(Trans-Ganga) Abhishek
Bharti said the mike at
the dais was notworking,
and asa result the leaders
could notaddress the
gathering. “Chaos
prevailed after the two
leaders left the venue.
There are no reports of
any injuries to anyone in
the incident.” Failing to
calm the crowd, Gandhi
and Yadav left the stage,
surrounded by their
security staff.

2 more held over

BJP worker's
death in Odisha

BERHAMPUR: Two more
persons were arrested on
Sunday for their alleged
involvementin pre-poll
violencein Odisha’s
Khallikote in which one
BJP worker was killed,
police said. Manda, alias
Sudarshan Pahan (20), of
Srikrushnasaranpur and
Papu Tarai (21) of
Ramchandrapur were
arrested over the incident
thattook place in Ganjam
over the putting up of
posters of candidates.
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desh. The BJP had won Mohan-
lalganj PC in 2019. The BJP is
contesting 81.6% of the total PCs
going to the polls in the current
phase. This is the second-highest
percentage of PCs which BJP is
contesting, the highest being in
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the third phase when it con-
tested 87.1% of the total PCs that
went to the polls.

What are the constituents
of the INDIA bloc?
In sharp contrast to the NDA, the

INDIA bloc has fielded 64 candi-
dates across the 49 PCs.

Thirteen parties from the
INDIA bloc are in the frayin the
current phase, each contesting at
least one PC. Congress is contest-
ing 18 PCs, the highest among
the parties in the INDIA bloc.
However, in terms of proportion,
Congress is contesting the fewest
PCs (36.7% of the total 49 PCs) so
far in the election phases. It has
contested 54.9%, 79.5%, 73.1%,
and 63.5% of the PCs in the first
four phases, respectively.

The Samajwadi Party (SP) and
Shiv Sena - Uddhav Bal Thack-
eray (SHS-UBT) are the second
and third biggest constituents,
contesting 10 and 8 PCs, respec-
tively. TMC is contesting all 7
PCs in West Bengal thatare vot-
ing today. Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) is contesting all four of its
PCs in Bihar.

The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP)-Sharadchandra
Pawar faction is in the fray in
two PCs in Maharashtra. Among
the left parties, CPI(M) and CPI
are contesting 5 and 4 PCs each,
while another left ally, the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) (Liberation) -
CPI(ML)(L), is contesting one PC
in Jharkhand. All India Forward
Bloc (AIFB) is also contesting
two PCs, both in Maharashtra.
The remaining parties are con-
testing one PC each.

Where do INDIA members
have intra-alliance
conflicts?
There are 15 PCs in the current
phase where INDIA parties are
pitted against each other.

Seven of these PCs are in West
Bengal, three in Maharashtra,
two each in Uttar Pradesh and

Jharkhand, and one PC in
Jammu and Kashmir. In West
Bengal, TMC has fielded candi-
dates inall 7 PCs, 5 against CPIM
and 2 against Congress. In Uttar
Pradesh, CPI has fielded its can-
didates in two PCs against SP.
CPI has also fielded two candi-
dates against Congress in Jhark-
hand.

In Maharashtra, AIFB has
fielded two candidates, one each
against Congress and SHS-UBT.
Bharatiya Adivasi Party (BAP)
has also fielded one candidate
against SHS-UBT in Maharash-
tra. In Jammu and Kashmir,
Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference and Jammu and
Kashmir People’s Democratic
Party candidates are pitted
against each other.

Who won 15 PCs with
intra-alliance conflicts in
2019?

Out of these 15 PCs, only 14 are
comparable due to the delimita-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir

post-2019. BJP won 9 of these
PCs, while the then united Shiv

Sena won one PC. TMC won the
remaining 4 such PCsin 2019.
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Preparatlons on to ensure free and falr po]llng today

Security personnel (left) check a 1lif'ehit':le in
Baramulla district of J&K; and polling officials
wait under a tent after collecting EVMs and
other election material in Rae Bareli district of
UP, on Sunday, a day before the fifth phase of

polling for general elections across 8 states and
Union territories.
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RALLY TRACKER

BJP

1 Narendra Modi, PM

West Bengal:
Medinipur, Bishnupur
Jharkhand: Jamshedpur

2 Amit Shah,
Union home minister
Bihar: Bettiah

CONGRESS

@ Rahul Gandhi,
Congress leader
Uttar Pradesh:
Phulpur, Prayagraj

SP ,ﬁi
@ Akhilesh Yaday, ‘

SP chief 4
Uttar Pradesh: Phu!pur

5 Mamata Banerjee,
West Bengal CM

West Bengal: Purulia,
Bankura

“TMC insulting Hindus’
attack

Modi sharpens

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday intensified his
attackon the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) in West Bengal, alleging
that the ruling party is “synony-
mous with terrorism, corruption,
appeasementand nepotism’.

Addressing back-to-back elec-
tion rallies in four Lok Sabha con-
stituencies that will go to polls in
the sixth phase on May 25, Modi
accused the TMC and chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee of “insulting
the Hindu society and its faith” to
please their “votebank”.

“In Bengal, TMC is synony-
mous with terrorism, corrup-
tion, appeasement and nepo-
tism. To appease its vote bank,
the TMC is insulting the Hindu
society and its faith...,” he alleged
during a rally in Midnapore.

Alleging that “infiltrators are
the vote bank of the TMC,” he
added: “They are disturbing the
balance in population. Hindus
have become a minority in many
areas. Infiltrators are capturing
lands of the scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe people...”

At a rally in Bankura district
that comprises Bankura and Bish-
nupur LS seats, he alleged: "Tam
directly alleging that the chief min-
ister is bad-mouthing our great
organisations and maligning them
under pressure from hardcore
Muslim outfits to secure votes...
The TMC government has crossed
all limits in intimidation. ISKCON,
Ramakrishna Mission and Bharat
Sevasharam Sangha are globally
known for their service to people.”

Modi's statement comes a day
after Banerjee accused a section of
monks from the three organisa-
tions of asking the voters to sup-
port BJP. “I have great respect for
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1TMC is synonymous
with terrorism,
corruption,
appeasement

and nepotism.
NARENDRA MODI, pm

monks but not all of them are
same... | have heard about Kartick
Maharaj (of BSS) who said he will
not allow any TMC election agent
in polling booths. I do not consider
him a monk because heisdirectly
involved in politics...,” she had said
ata rally in Hooghly.

Referring to the Ramakrishna
Mission, she had said: "Instruc-
tions come from Delhi saying peo-
ple should be told to vote for BIP”.
On ISCKON, she said: “We have
given 700 acres to ISKCON to build
its new temple (in Nadia district),”
Banerjee added. While BSS is a
Hindu religious and spiritual orga-
nisation founded in 1917 by Swami
Pranavananda Maharaj, ISKCON
is a Vaishnava Hindu religious
organisation. Ramakrishna Mis-
sion is a spiritual organisation.

TMC spokesperson Santanu
Sen, however, defended Banerjee,
saying: “A section of monks are
actively campaigning for BJP. A
monk from the Sangha was seen
on the dais with Modi in Bankura.”

During a rally in Purulia, Modi
referred to the Centre’s recent
move to grant citizenship certili-
cates to 14 people under the CAA.

"I promised 1 would grant citi-
zenship to the refugee families...
Let TMC, Congress and Left note
this down today. You won't be
able to do anything as long as
Modi is alive,” he said.

RAHULS MAOQIST
LANGUAGE HITTING
INVESTMENTS IN
CONG-LED STATES

Vishal Kant

letters@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: The language used by
the Congress’s “shehzada™ will
make any industrialist think 50
times before investing in the
states ruled by his party, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi alleged
on Sunday, in an apparent jibe at
party MP Rahul Gandhi and the
Opposition's INDIA bloc.

“The language of Congressand
their shehzada is that of the Mao-
ists. Even the Maoists don't allow
anyone to work in their area with-
out taking levy... I have ensured
that Maoism is rooted out, but it
seems parties like the Congress
and the JMM have now taken up
their responsibilities,” Modi said at
arally in Jamshedpur LS seat.

Attacking the INDIA bloc
members, he added: “I challenge
the chief ministers of states ruled
by INDI allies. They should clarity
whether they agree with the anti-
industrialists and ant-investment
language of the shehzaada. Many
investors say they don’t want to
invest in such states as their ideol-
ogy is anti-industry...”

Modi's comments come a day
after Gandhi challenged Modi for
a debate. “Tm ready to debate with
Modi whenever and wherever he
wants, but I'm sure he won't come.
The first question I would ask PM
Modi is what is his relationship
with Adani... The PM talks about
the Congress getting tempo-loads
of money from Adani-Ambani, but
he doesn’t dare to get it probed,”
Gandhi had said on Saturday.

BJP raises Hmdutva pltch in Puri, Kandhamal

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

PURI/KANDHAMAL: A student of
political science at the Samanta
Chandra Sekhar Autonomous
College in Puri, Prakash
Mohanty is not particularly
interested in the ongoing Lok
Sabha and assembly elections.

He knowsa little about the par-
tiesin the fray and who the candi-
dates are in Puri, but admitted
that he has not invested time to
understand issues such as welfare
politics, freebies or the other poll
promises made by the parties. He
broadly sees the ruling Biju Jan-
ata Dal (BJD) as the party that has
been in power for longer than his
19 years, and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) as the one that went
on to “construct the Ram Man-
dir”.

“It is important for our Hindu
pride that the temple was con-
structed. Some BJP people visited
our locality and talked to us about
the temple, and how we must all
be part of the celebration (conse-
cration ceremony),  he said, add-
ing that "we are happy that the
temple was built”.

A little distance from the col-
lege, Vipin Nayak, who owns two
rickshaws, spoke at length about
the temple in Ayodhya that he
hopes to visit. He said the watch-
ing the consecration ceremorty on
TV filled “his heart with pride”.
Nayak has two saffron flags
adorning both his rickshaws that
he bought on loan from a cooper-
ative bank. He does not own a
house and is hopeful he might
become a beneficiary of the PM
Awas Yojana.

“People from the kamal (lotus)
party who came to our neigh-
bourhood gave us these flags, and

Whlle the Kandhamal Lok Sabha seat in Odlsha will go to pnlls in

the fifth phase on Monday; Puri will vote on May 25. ANI
some rice for the from across India
puja.” “They and is considered as
explained why their the spiritual capital
party should win, of the state, the BJP
because some people is pulling out all the
from outside want stops from the BJD
ourfaithandtemples ()N T HF, ~ trying to seek credit
destroyed.” for the revamp of the

Across Puri, the GROU ND Jagannath Corridor.
home of Lord Jagan- The party’s candi-
nath, the deity and date, Sambit Patra,
ruling lord of Odisha, who unsuccessfully

saffron flags with Ram Temple
and Lord Ram flutter. In its
attempt to break into the BJD's
bastion, the BJP has found in
religion as a potent weapon.

“Our cadre went door-to-door
explaining the importance of the
consecration ceremony. It was
the realisation of a dream that
Hindus nurtured for 500 years,
and a result of the BJP’s struggle
to pave the way for construction
of the temple. If it becomes a rea-
son for people to vote for us, then
so be it,” a state BJP functionary
said, requesting anonymity.

In Puri, which draws pilgrims

contested the election in 2019,
blamed the state government for
“mismanagement’. “They need to
answer why are three of the four
doorsto the temple locked? Why
are devotees inconvenienced and
why have they not addressed the
concerns of the people whose
livelihood has been affected by
the redevelopment?” he asked.
Asked whether the BJD wants
to compare the redevelopment
work with the campaign for the
construction of the Ram temple,
he said, “Lord Jagannath has
existed for thousands of years.
The temple was not built by any

political party. He is the centre of
every Odia person’s sentiment
and in the centre of universe. So,

to say that there is a comparison
between the Ayodhya temple con-
struction and Jagannath mandir
renovation would be wrong.”

The temple has been dragged
into the political slugfest between
the two parties. Training their
guns at the Naveen Patnaik gov-
ernment, BJP leaders have sought
to know why the keys of the Ratna
Bhandhar (temple treasury) are
missing. "How can the govern-
ment claim that the keys are miss-
ing? It was last indexed in 1979.
The law says that every 12 years it
has to be updated,” said Bhartru-
hari Mahtab, who has switched
from the BJD to the BJP and is
contesting from Cuttack LS seat.

The BJP’s opponents, however,
sniff a bid to sow seeds of discord
in the eastern state.

BJD spokesperson Lenin
Mohanty accused the BJP of try-
ing to create differences. “They
are using the Ram temple as an
election issue, but it will find no
traction. While people have
immovable faith in Lord Jagan-
nath; they revere Lord Ram as
well. Everyone saw the consecra-
tion ceremony on television, the
state government announced half
a day’s holiday.” "What other
proof do we need of being reli-
gious and respectful?”

BJD'’s LS candidate from Puri,
Arup Patanaik, also dismissed
the BJP's accusations of misman-
agement and said the allegations
against the chief minister will
not vield results. “They keep say-
ing all kinds of things. He would
rather cede space than indulge in
name calling. He is compassion-
ate and emphatic,” Patanaik said.
“How else do you think he’s

stayed for so long ?”

In Kandhamal district’'s Phul-
bani, the Ram temple has given
the party an opening to gain a
toehold to flag administrative
and governance issues.

Sadashiv (uses only one
name), a contractual employee at
the power distribution company,
said the state government has
failed to fulfil promises from reg-
ularising jobs to providing qual-
ity health care. The BJP workers
who had come to his village with
the invitation for the consecra-
tion of the Ram temple apprised
youngsters like him about the
benefits of central government
schemes that they are losing out
on and the deficiencies of the
state government.

“Schemes are notimplemented
on the ground. There are no good
educational institutions here. We
don't even have an ultrasound
machine in the local hospital.”

BJP’s candidate from Kandha-
mal, Sukanta Panigrahi said the
BJD has overlooked the needs of
the people and turned a blind eye
to conversion that are still hap-
pening. "The MP (Achyuta
Samant) is the founder of the
Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT). He has bought
acres of land for educational insti-
tutions to be run by a trust, but we
see nothing of it on the ground.
The tribal people whose land has
been acquired get neither quality
education nor health care. There
are no jobs, no industry, no cold
storage and despite a region rich
in millets, no help for agricultur-
ists,” he said.

In the tribal-dominated seat,
the issue of Ram temple and
Hindu pride are as much a part
of the poll narrative as the
development agenda.

IN 49 CONSTITUENCIES }

118 of 162 candidates in
Ph-5sans LS experience’

Vrinda Tulsian

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The fifth phase of the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections on
Monday will see 49 constituencies,
including several key battle-
grounds, heading to pollsin Bihar,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Ladakh,
Kashmir, and Odisha.

Contesting for these 49 seats are
162 candidates from major politi-
cal parties, according to data com-
piled by PRS Legislative Research,
which shows that a large number
of these — 118 — are contestants
with no prior experience as a
member of Lok Sabha.

The analysis is drawn from the
non-profit’s candidate profiles, for
which it has picked contestants
from major parties — a classifica-
tion, to be sure, not explicitly
defined but one that carries the
names of most prominent con-
tenders. In total, there are 695 can-
didates in the fray for the May 20
round of polling, the election com-
mission said on May 8.

Out of the 162 candidates, 114
have no experience as an MP in
either House. The broader INDIA
alliance has 42 candidates with no
prior experience as an MP, with all
10 Samajwadi Party candidates
being new to central politics. The
BJP has 40 candidates, with 17
vying to become LS members for
the first time, while its broader
National Democratic Alliance has
22 such contenders. In the case of
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), only
one of the 46 candidates has prior

parliamentary experience.
“Statistically, about 60% of MPs

49 constituencies areset to go
to polls in the fifth phase.

enter the parliament for the first
time,” said Rahul Verma of the
Centre for Policy Research (CPR).

In the 13 seats going to polls in
Maharashtra in this round, 33 out
of 42 candidates from the major
parties lack Lok Sabha experience.
Key races include those in Kalyan,
Mumbai North, Mumbai North
Central, and Mumbai South.

In Uttar Pradesh’s Amethi, Con-
gress's Kishori Lal Sharma has not
been in Parliament before.
Sharma will take on BJP incum-
bent Smriti Irani.

In Odisha, fresh faces dominate
the contests in Aska, Bargarh, and
Bolangir, with only a few seasoned
campaigners in the mix.

West Bengal's Hooghly and
Howrah constituencies see a mix
of newcomers and experienced
candidates vying for supremacy.

PRS Legislative is yetto put up
candidate profiles for the seventh
and the last phase. Its nomination
process culminated on May 17. A
comparison of the experience of
contenders in the May 20 round of
polls will be possible once the data
isdisclosed.
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mit Shah, Union minister

of home affairs and coop-

eratives, believes that the

country's citizens are

mature and vote carefully,

dismissing the theory that
the Opposition has managed to get
across the narrative that the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP's) quest for 400-plus
seats in the Lok Sabha is a means to do
away with reservation benefits for
backward castes and classes. People
have accepted the BJP and the NDA's
return to power, he adds, one reason
why there's apathy among supporters
of Opposition parties (and a dip in
turnout). In an hour-long interview at
his Delhi residence, Amit Shah spoke to
R Sukumar of Hindustan Times and
Shashi Shekhar of Hindustan on the
elections and beyond. Edited excerpts:

The Hindi belt has been your
strength. During the first four
phases, this region recorded a
lower turnout than the rest of the
country. Do you have any appre-
hensions because of this?

I was worried after the first phase,
but by the time the third phase of voting
began, I discovered that the Opposi-
tion’s voters were not showing up. They
are deeply disappointed that the result
is already in (Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi's favour; and they believe it is bet-
ter to sit than go out (to vote) in the hot
summer. This isn’t good for democracy
though. They should have cast their
votes too, but because of widespread
disillusionment among the INDIA
bloc’s voters, turnout has fallen. In
states where you see high voting per-
centage (this time) like West Bengal,
Assam and Tripura, the voting has
always been high, and even there, there
is some dip in turnout. If you do an
analysis, you will find that there is a
correlation between this dip and the
areas where the Congress has tradition-
ally had support.

Initially, it appeared that your
party was winning comfortably.
But reports suggest that several
foreign portfolio investors have
found in their surveys that you
are not winning as many seats as
initially expected, resulting in
them starting to sell (their hold-
ings) in the market. What is your
opinion on this?

Foreign agencies can’t do proper sur-
veys in the country. There are numer-
ous reasons why the stock market goes
up and down. We are monitoring and
fighting the elections at the grassroots
level. I do not have a single
rally after which I do not sit
with 40-50 of our workers
(to discuss what is happen-
ing). According to their
feedback, there is nothing
to worry about.

(
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This election is viewed
as areferendum on
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{t AMIT SHAH } UNION HOME MINISTER

¢'ll do exceptionally well in Bengal, Odisha;
across the South, BJP will have highest seats’

partnership with the RLD because of
caste. We wanted to ensure our party’s
outreach to a significant section of
farmers, and therefore we allied with
the RLD. It has nothing to do with elect-
oral victory or defeat.

What are your expectations in
the southern states?

We will be the largest party in Karna-
taka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Ker-
ala, and Tamil Nadu (taken together).

What about Bengal and Odisha?

We will do exceptionally well in Ben-
gal and Odisha. In West Bengal, we will
get 24 to 30 seats. We will form the gov-
ernment in Odisha (the assembly elec-
tions in the state are happening along
with the Lok Sabha elections), and win
more than 17 Lok Sabha seats.

The Srinagar constituency regis-
tered arecord turnout
in the polls that are
happening after the
revocation of Article
370. Everyone was sur-
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L\ prised by the number

FEIECTION
INTERVIEW

of people that turned

up.
We didn’t contest there
this time. The Jamaat-e-Is-

Prime Minister

lami and Hurriyat, which

Narendra Modi. What
do you think?

This is just wordplay. Both sides have
settled on candidates for the post of
Prime Minister.

Who’s on the other side?

Only Rahulji has been projected; no
one has spoken for (Mallikarjun)
Kharge ji. We are contesting elections
under Modi ji’s leadership, and he will
become the Prime Minister for the third
time.

The BJP shattered caste barriers
in both the 2014 and 2019 elec-
tions, consolidating its vote base.
This time, it appears that caste-
based mobilisation has resur-
faced. What are your thoughts?

Idon’t think so. Voting is taking place
regardless of caste. Yadavs also voted
for us in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

You have struck alliances with
the Rashtriva Lok Dal and Nitish
Kumar (of the Janata Dal United)
with caste equations in mind?
Nitish ji is an old friend. Some people
took him to the other side due to some
misunderstandings. We did not strike a

on terrorism

previously boycotted voting
and refused to acknowledge India’s
Constitution, have supported the proc-
ess this time. Both voted and stated that
they were participating in the electoral
process in accordance with the Indian
Constitution. This is a significant devel-
opment that has happened in Kashmir.

When will assembly elections be
held in Kashmir? Will you partic-
ipate in it?

The Supreme Court has established a
time limit for assembly elections, which
will be held in August or September.
We will undoubtedly participate in the
assembly elections and win seats.

And statehood for J&K?

As I have repeatedly mentioned, even
in Parliament, after the elections are
held, we will restore statehood.

Inflation and unemployment
have had a big impact on people.
You are accused of having done
no work on these issues. What is
your response to this?

You would have most likely heard
about these problems even when you
voted for the first time. The Narendra

he Modi government has a “Zero
Tolerance Policy” on terrorism and

tives in the UT. And in 2023, the tourist
footfall touched 21.1 million.

major terror incidents have

reduced in number in the hinter-
land — from 43 in the 10 years of the
United Progressive Alliance rule to 10 in
our time, with the number of casualties of
security forces and civilians reducing from
874 to 21,

Even in Kashmir, total incidents have
come down from 7,217 in 2004-14 to 2,227
in 2014-24, with the number of total deaths
coming down by 68% to 915 and the num-
ber of civilian deaths by 81% to 341. The big
change in Kashmir is that we have one
Constitution, one national flag and one
Prime Minister now.

We have implemented 53 schemes
involving ¥58,769 crore for the develop-
ment of Jammu & Kashmir. There are now
around 34,000 elected public representa-

We also amended the NIA Act, including
new offences under the agency’s jurisdic-
tion and granting it extraterritorial juris-
diction. NIA has registered 567 cases so far,
out of which 125 have resulted in convic-
tions. We also came up with a comprehen-
sive 25-point action plan to control terror
funding. NIA has seized 400 properties
related to terrorism. And all financial
channels related to left-wing insurgent
groups, organised crime gangs, and Khali-
stani terrorist groups are being curbed.

The UAPA has been amended, giving us
the power to confiscate property acquired/
related to terrorism and the power to
declare person a terrorist. And since 2019,
57 people have been declared terrorists .
And a total of 44 organisations, including
four since 2019, have been banned.

on left-wing extremism
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he battle against Left-Wing
Extremism is in its final
stage. The home ministry
has a three-dimensional
strategy to tackle Left-Wing Extrem-
ism: controlling extremists through
better strategies; improved co-ordi-
nation between Centre and states;
and public participation through
development. Between 2004-14 and
2014-24 (March), there was a 53%
reduction in incidents of violence,
from 16,134 to 7,569.

There was a 72% reduction in
deaths of security personnel (to 499)
and a 68% reduction in deaths of

Modi government has done a lot of
work in terms of jobs. When explaining
the issue of employment, left-wing jour-
nalists treat only government jobs as
employment. From this viewpoint, both
of you are unemployed. We have an
infrastructure budget of 11 lakh crore.
That would have translated into some
jobs. Someone will undoubtedly do the
construction work. The speed of rail-
way and road construction has doubled.
The amount of (power) grids laid in the
70 years was equalled in the past 10
years. So, has employment not
increased?

Along with this, we promoted the
idea of self-employment. 470 million
people have received Mudra Loans. We
provided a loan of ¥27.75 lakh crore for
this. I am pleased that of 470 million
people who have Mudra Loans, 99.5%
are not Non-Performing Assets (NPAs).
About 8.5 million street vendors have
been given Swanidhi Loans. We have
seen the creation of 117,000 startups. In
2016-17, the unemployment rate was
6.1%, and it is projected to be 3.1% in
2023-24. Inflation was double-digit in
2013-14, but it has already dropped to
4.83%.

When Modi ji became the Prime
Minister for the first time, the country
had 22.2 million demat account hold-
ers. Today, this figure is 150.7 million.

civilians (to 1,462). Success has been
achieved in establishing camps in
Maoist strongholds such as Barma-
sia and Chakarbandha in Bihar, and
Boodha Pahar and Parsnath in
Jharkhand, completely eliminating
security vacuum there.

Since 2019, 195 new camps have

been opened, which have brought
down the security vacuum in LWE-
affected areas to near zero, barring a
few areas. Already this year, 24 new
camps have been opened, and plans
are in place to open 44 more camps
in a phase-wise manner according to
the situation.

The market capitalisation in 2014 was
X85 lakh crore; and now it is over 3400
lakh crore. The benefits of this increase
have gone to all shareholders — 150 mil-
lion of them. Young people who are self-
employed or in a startup also put their
savings in mutual funds or hire an
investment consultant. This has
become a major source of employment.
The Opposition likes to talk about five
industrialists who have benefited, but,
actually, the benefits have gone to 150
million Indians.

One of the charges against your
government is that you used the
Enforcement Directorate and the
Central Bureau of Investigation
to try and block the creation of
the INDIA bloc of opposition par-
ties. Despite this, they say, the
alliance has come together, and
the elections are being held with
a joint Opposition candidate in
around 300 seats. What are vour
thoughts on this?

Tell me, if there is no cooperation
between the Communist Party, Trina-
mool (Congress), and Congress, what
role does ED have in this? Whatrole do
we play if there is no coalition between
the Left and Congress in Kerala, or the
AAP and Congress in Punjab? On the
contrary, where ED has intervened, an

the t] o)

ur endeavour is to deliver justice
within three years and timelines
have been added in 35 sections.
In addition, we have sharpened
the focus on crimes against women and
children; a new chapter on this has been
introduced in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(which replaces the Indian Penal Code,
1860). We have also taken cognisance of
new crimes, such as snatching. In today’s
technological era, it is very important to
prevent snatching of mobile phones. Mob
lynching has been defined for the first
time. Terrorism has been defined in the
law for the first time.

Also, the focus of the new criminal laws
is justice, not punishment. It is justice that
is in line with Indian legal philosophy. At
the same time, the aim is also to build the
world's most modern justice system. It is

flexible enough to accommodate any tech-
nology that will be developed in the next
50 years.

The new laws (they also include the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
which replaces the Criminal Procedure
Code of 1898, and the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam Vidhayak which replaces the
Indian Evidence Act of' 1872) also provide
for action against proclaimed offenders.

In cases where the punishment is
10 years or more, including life imprison-
ment and the death penalty, the offender
can be declared a ‘proclaimed offender’.
And a new provision has been made
for the attachment and seizure of property
outside India. Our laws have now
become more relevant and effective to
stop the new methods adopted by
criminals.

alliance has emerged. There were 5,155
PMLA (Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act) cases registered under our gov-
ernment. Politicians account for only
3% of that total. 350 crore cash was
found in the home of one of their MPs;
351 crore was found in the home of
Mamata Banerjee's minister, and 331
crore in the home of a staff member of
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha minister
Alamgir Alam. What's the answer to
this? I ask in rallies whether anyone has
ever seen so much money? Not one
hand is raised. Even now, the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha has not suspended
Alamgir, and Mamata Banerjee has not
suspended Partha Chatterjee (the min-
ister in question). Why?

Some Opposition leaders who
joined you also had cases against
them; yet, they have neither been
raided nor summoned.

Their raid and summoning stages
have ended. The charge sheets have
been filed. After this, the agency has no
authority, the court has to decide.
Charge sheets have also been filed
against Rahul and Chidambaram sahib
(former Union home minister P Chi-
dambaram). No action is being taken
against them either. It will happen (in
court) when their turn comes.

The distribution of citizenship
certificates in the midst of the
elections has become controver-
sial.

Look, this is not fair. First, people
criticise us for taking time to frame
rules for CAA; then, when we do and
issue citizenship certificates... The main
question is not when the certificates are
distributed, but whether they should be
granted citizenship or not. I've
explained CAA several times. As a
result of this, no one will lose their citi-
zenship in the country. These people
(who are being given citizenship) came
as refugees from Pakistan, Afghanistan,
and Bangladesh; the minority popula-
tion in these countries has shrunk. Here
(in the absence of citizenship) they do
not have the right to vote; they cannot
be admitted to hospitals; they cannot
obtain government jobs; and they have
difficulties even in education. How will
they live?

You say the election is one-sided,
yetl you have raised the fear that
Rahul Gandhi would enforce Sha-
ria laws (in India) if the Opposi-
tion alliance wins. They did not
implement Sharia in 60 years;
why will they do it now?

Haven't done it in 60 years? This has
been in place since 1939 here; what con-
stitutes Muslim personal law? It is part
of Sharia. On our part, we are now dis-
cussing adopting the Uniform Civil
Code, which has already been imple-
mented in Uttarakhand, and they, for
their part, are claiming that they would

Union home minister Amit Shah holds a roadshow as part of the BJP’s Lok Sabha campaign.

bring back personal law. If you wish to
establish Muslim personal law, you
must implement comprehensive Sha-
ria. Those who commit treachery
should be stoned to death, and those
who rape should be publicly hanged.
You should cut off the hands of the
thief.

Will you bring a central law on
UccC?

UCC is a significant social reform for
which our country has waited years.
The Uttarakhand government
appointed a commission, chaired by a
retired Supreme Court woman judge.
Her report served as the foundation for
the creation of this law. There should be
social, religious, and legal scrutiny and
debate about it. If it is implemented in
one or two states, there will automati-
cally be debate and legal scrutiny.

The Opposition says that you are
seeking votes in the name of the
Ram Mandir?

This would not have been an issue if
they (the opposition) had attended the
Ram Temple’s pran-pratishtha (conse-
cration) ceremony.

They claim the

Sangh called ‘.’

them, which .

wad\nsuliing Jamaat-e-Islami and
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were participating in
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ave tne miorma- - : -

The Prime Minister has said that
he will distribute the money of
the corrupt to the poor. Is there a
roadmap for this?

He did not say so. He has said that he
will look into this possibility. A legal
solution will need to be found. If there
is no legislation, one will have to be cre-
ated. I am telling it exactly as he has
said it.

What hope do you see in contest-
ing elections alone in Punjab?

The goal of contesting elections alone
in Punjab is to reach every voter. Our
workers are working hard to attain this
goal; I am not claiming that we will be
the number one party, but both our vote
share and seats will increase because of
the trust people have in Modi ji.

There are allegations that the
BJP will amend the Constitution;
that the benefits of reservation
will be taken away. What are
your thoughts on this?

We have enjoyed absolute majority
for 10 years — we have a majority now;
had a majority in 2014 — but we did not
make such efforts, and we have no such
intentions. We used the majority to
remove Article 370, abolish triple talag.
We will use the majority to implement
UCC. People are mature, they don't lis-
ten to such charges. People of every
caste and class are voting to give Naren-
dra Modi 400 seats.

In the last 10 years, we have seen
you in a variety of roles. BJP
president, home minister, and
minister for cooperatives. What
do you see yourself doing in the
BJP’s third term?

You're looking at all of them incor-
rectly. All three roles followed the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party’'s plan. If there is a
fourth role, it will be determined by the
party. My job is only to carry out the
party’s instructions.

T READ: Scan the QR code
[=] r.t‘lt""'u'-‘ to read HT's interview
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Monsoon advances to Nicobar

but respite from heat unlikely

Farmland trees that
provide shade dwindle
amid heat surge: Study

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A severe heatwave
is expected to continue over
northwest India and spread to
central and east India over the
next five days, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
warned on Sunday, even as the
monsoon has advanced over the
South Andaman Sea and Nico-
bar Islands.

The IMD has issued a red
warning for all of northwest
India for severe heat until at
least May 23, implving that local
agencies need to take action to
prevent extreme heat-related
emergencies. Maximum tem-
peratures on Saturday were in
the range of 43-46 degrees Cel-
sius in most places over Rajast-
han, Punjab, Haryana-Chandi-
garh-Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.

“If people do not take precau-
tionary measures, exposure to
extreme heat can be fatal, par-
ticularly exposure to sun,” said
M Mohapatra, director general
of IMD. “Since 1970, there has
been an increase in the dura-
tion, intensity and extent of heat
waves over India, mainly an
impact of climate change.”

In Punjab, Bathinda was the
hottest in the state on Sunday at
46.4 degrees Celsius. “This is
very unusual. We never had to
issue continuously five-to-sev-
en-day red alert warnings in
Punjab over the past few years,”
said AK Singh, director of IMD
Chandigarh.

With the heatwave condi-
tions coinciding with polling in
some northern states, the IMD's
forecastis a cause for concern.
Delhi and Haryana will go to
polls on May 25, while Punjab
and Himachal Pradesh will vote
on June 1, the last of the seven-
phase exercise.

Polling will also be held in
parts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and West Bengal, some of the
other states in grip of hot
weather conditions. Elections
have already taken place in
Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh.

Delhi's Najafearh recorded
the highest temperature in
India at 47.8 degrees Celsius,
followed by Mangeshpur at 47.7
degrees Celsius. Agra in Uttar
Pradesh recorded a peak of 47.4
degrees Celsius, becoming the
third hottest station.

Experts said Najafgarh’s
readings are largely a result of
an urban heat island effect,
which caused it to record a peak
more than three degrees hotter
than the maximum at Safdar-
jung, the base station for Delhi.

Haryana also sweltered
under heat wave conditions,
with Mewat recording the high-
est temperature in the state at

47.2 degrees Celsius.

On Sunday, Sri Ganganagar
district of Rajasthan - often
among the hottest --- experi-
enced scorching temperatures,
with the mercury soaring to a
staggering 46.3°C. The IMD said
in the coming days, the weather
in the state will remain mainly
dry, and the maximum temper-
ature is expected to increase by
1-2 degrees over the next 48
hours with possibility of an
intense heat wave at isolated
placesin the Jodhpur, Bikaner
and Shekhawati regions.

Several places in Himachal
Pradesh recorded temperatures
above 40 degrees with Una
recording 44.4 degrees and
Bilaspur 42.4 degrees C, six
degrees above normal.

In Punjab, Batinda recorded
46.4 degrees Celsius and Patiala
45,

The IMD has advised people
to stay hydrated, remain in cool
conditions, and seek help imme-
diately if feeling unwell. The
heat wave is a risk for livestock,
water bodies, transport and
pOWer sectors.

Meanwhile, the monsoon has
arrived over some parts of Mal-
dives, South Bay of Bengal,
Nicobar Islands and South
Andaman Sea on Sunday,
according to the IMD. The nor-
mal date for arrival of monsoon
over the Andaman and Nicobar
region is May 22.

A low-pressure area is likely
to form over Southwest Bay of
Bengal around May 22 and
move initially north-eastwards,
concentrating into a depression
over central parts of Bay of Ben-
gal around May 24,

Climate scientist Roxy Knoll
wrote on X: “A low pressure sys-
tem is going to develop in the
south Bay of Bengal during
22-23 May. Will it evolve as

Subdivision Colour
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Heatwave alert in
parts of country

*The alert is
for 21-05-2024
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B

#CycloneRemal moving to the
east coast? Ocean and atmos-
pheric conditions are favoura-
ble in south Bay, with 2-3°C
warmer sea surface tempera-
tures and an MJO reaching
there.”

The monsoon will be crucial
for the country’s agriculture
sector. Already, hot weather
and the knock-on effects of a
poor monsoon in 2023 have
pushed water storage in 150
centrally monitored reservoirs
to their lowest level in five
years, worsening water shorta-
ges in at least 16 states and
shrinking hydro-power genera-
tion to a record low, official data
showed on Sunday.

Storage in these nationally
important water bodies - criti-
cal for drinking, irrigation and
power generation —-isnow only
one-fourth of their total capac-
ity, having declined consecu-
tively for 32 weeks.

Parched conditions have trig-
gered severe drinking water cri-
ses in cities such as Bengaluru,
Coimbatore, Chennai and Hyder-
abad. A prolonged dry spell has
triggered Kerala's worst drought
in 40 years, according to the state
government. In Hyderabad,
Osmania University has ordered
its hostels and messes shut due
to "water and electricity short-
age”, according to a notice by the
chief warden, which HT has
reviewed.

The water level last week in
the 150 reservoirs was a mere
25% of the total live capacity of
179 billion cubic metres (BCM)
at 45.2 BCU, according to data
from the Central Water Com-
mission. In the corresponding
period a year ago, the storage
was 58 BCM.

(With inputs from HT
correspondents across bureaus)

Jayashree Nandi
letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At a time when the
impacts of climate crisis are
becoming severe, with most of
India suffering from extreme heat,
farmland trees with large crowns
that provide cool shade have dis-
appeared to an alarming extent, a
new study has found.

Of the 0.6 billion farmland trees
mapped In India in 2010-11, around
11% had disappeared by 2018,
according to research led by the
Department of Geosciences and
Natural Resource Management at
the University of Copenhagen.
These are trees with about 96 sqm
CrOWn COVer.

The depletion is the highest in
Telangana, Haryana, Kerala,
Maharastra, Andhra Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh, where extreme
heat is more pronounced.

Moreover, during 2018-22,
more than 5 million large farm-
land trees (about 67 sqm crown
cover) have vanished, partly due to
altered cultivation practices,
where trees on farms are per-
ceived as detrimental to crop
yields.

"These observations are partic-
ularly unsettling given the current
emphasis on agroforestryasa piv-
otal natural climate solution, play-
ing a crucial role in both climate
change adaptation and mitigation
strategies, in addition to being
important for supporting agricul-
tural livelihoods and improving
biodiversity,” said the paper pub-
lished on May 15 in Nature Sus-
tainability, a peer-reviewed jour-
nal.

According to a recent land
cover map referred to by the
authors, 56% of India is covered by
farmland, and only 20% is covered
by forest. While the separation of
forests and tree plantations is not
always clear, it is certain that these

clasalﬁcaﬂﬂns exclude a Iarge pElIT

of India’s trees scattered within
farmlands, in urban areas or
grown as hedgerows, the authors
said.

The farmland trees data used in
the study included the RapidEye
archive, which provides global
coverage from micro satellites
back to August 2008, and Planet-
Scope, which provides imagery
starting 2017. These satellite
groups provide an opportunity of
repeated global coverage with
images at a spatial resolution of
3-5 m, which allows the identifica-
tion of individual trees, the paper
said.

A potential driver of tree losses
is climate change, with rapid
increases in temperature in cen-
tral and southern India, and unfa-
vourable trends in rainfall and
drought over the past decade, the
paper underlined. But, climate
change may not be the directand
main reason for the high loss of
farmland trees.

“This is the first large-scale
study that maps and monitors
individual trees at the Indian sub-
continental scale using imagery at
Hand 3 mresolution. The created
datasets of the location of around
597 million individually distinct
large trees in non-forest areas -
farms, urban areas, and bare land
can have many uses. The study
methodology would certainly be of
interest to the Forest Survey of
India, which would presumably be
looking at it carefully,” said Chetan
Agarwal, environment analyst.

“The recent report of a Supreme
Court appointed Committee had
clearly identified older [larger trees
as having a higher ecological
value, In this context the loss of
large trees between 2010-2018 and
2018-22 is alarming and raises
questions about the nature of agri-
cultural intensification and its col-
lateral damage in the form of
intensified tree loss,” Agarwal

added

The depletion of farmland trees is the highest in Telangana,
Haryana, Kerala, Maharastra, AndhraPradesh and Uttar

Pradesh, where extreme heat is more pronounced.
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Former Raj minister
seeks maintenance
expenses from kin

Suresh Foujdar
letters@hindustantimes.com

BHARATPUR: Former Rajasthan
minister Vishvendra Singh, a
member of the erstwhile royal
family of Bharatpur, has sought
maintenance expenses as a
senior citizen from his family
and accused his wife and son of
assaulting him, a charge
refuted by them.

In his application filed
before the Sub Divisional Offi-
cer's Tribunal in March this
year, the 62-year-old Congress
leader claimed he suffered
from heart-related ailments.
Despite contracting Covid-19
twice in 2021 and 2022, his wife
Divya Singh and son Anirudh
Singh failed to assist him or
provide care, the three-time
former Bharatpur MP alleged.

“I have filed an application
for maintenance from my son
and wife, who have taken pos-
session of my ancestral palace,
gold, and all property. They
assaulted me and forcibly
evicted me from the palace,”
Singh has claimed in the appli-
cation, which surfaced on
social media on Saturday even-
ing. “"We have a joint bank
account in Delhi, held by my
wife, son, and myself. They
emptied the bank locker and
transferred its contents to
another locker using forged
signatures attributed to me.”

He alleged that the with-
drawal from the bank locker
occurred on April 23, while he
was in Bharatpur.

“I have been living away
from the palace for the past
three years since they assaulted
me and forced me out. All
unique and ancient wealth and
possessions remain under their
control,” the former minister
claimed.

The 62-year-old Congress
leader, Vishvendra Singh, isa
member of the erstwhile royal
family of Bharatpur.

Singh has moved the appli-
cation under The Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act, 2007,
demanding 5 lakh per month
from his son and wife. Addi-
tionally, he has requested that
ownership of the palace be
transferred to him, along with
all its assets, the application
stated.

Refuting the allegations,
Singh’s wife and son accused
him of selling off their ances-
tral properties. “I have been
trying to secure our property,
while he has sold everything.
The family dispute escalated
when he attempted to sell the
Moti Mahal palace [sprawling
over 100 acres|. Anirudh Singh,
my son, has been taking care of
me,” Divya Singh told reporters
on Sunday.

Anirudh accused his father
of trying to exert pressure on
the sub-division magistrate.
Dismissing his father’s allega-
tions as “false”, he claimed that
as a former minister three
years ago, Singh “would have
been well protected and any
attack on him would have been
unlikely”.

Sister of woman killed by stalker
attempts to die by suicide: Police

Hirekop Rajan Samuel
letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The sister of a
woman, who was killed by her
stalker in Hubballi district of Kar-
nataka, attempted to die by sui-
cide, her family members said on
Sunday, adding that the 18-year-
old took the step as she believed
that they won't get justice in the
case.

On May 14, a 20-year-old
woman was stabbed to death by
2l-year-old Girish Savant after she
rejected his marriage proposal.
The accused fled from the spot but
was caught on May 17 after he
tried to attack another woman on
board a train. He jumped from the
moving train after other passen-
gers tried to overpower him. He
was arrested by the Hubballi
Police and admitted to a hospital
for treatment.

The 18-year-old on Saturday

THE WOMAN WAS
STABBED TO DEATH
BY SAVANT AFTER
SHE REJECTED

HIS MARRIAGE
PROPOSAL

took part in a protest march that
was held against her sister’s kill-
ing. She returned home and then
attempted to kill herself, the
woman's grandmother said. "She
was upset that her sister was not
getting justice and her murderer
was leading a comfortable lifeand
was getting good treatment in a
hospital,” the woman's grand-
mother said.

Hubballi-Dharwad Police Com-
missioner Renuka Sukumar said
that the woman was admitted to
the Karnataka Institute of Medical
Sciences (KIMS) and her condition
was stable.

“"We are in continuous contact
with the ICU staff, and they have
assured us that she is recovering,”
the commissioner said. The par-
ents of the two women were dead
and they lived with their grand-
mother.

Hubballi DCP suspended

The deputy commissioner of
police of Hubballi-Dharwad M
Rajeev has been suspended in con-
nection 20-year-old’'s murder case,
people aware of the matter said on
Sunday. A week before the mur-
der, Anjali’s grandmother had
complained to the police that
Savant was stalking her grand-
daughter but no action was taken.

(With agency inputs)
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{ SEEKS OVERHAUL OF INDIA'S PENAL CODES }

SC to hear p]ea against 3 new laws today

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
is scheduled to hear on Monday
a petition challenging the
enactment of three new laws
that seek to overhaul India’s
penal codes claiming that they
suffer from many “defects and
discrepancies”.

A vacation bench of Justices
Bela M Trivedi and Pankaj
Mithal is likely to hear the mat-
ter.

The Lok Sabha, on December
21 last year, passed three key
legislations — the Bharatiya
Nyaya (Second) Sanhita, the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
(Second) Sanhita and the Bhar-
atiya Sakshya (Second) Bill.

A vacation bench of justices
Bela M Trivedi and Pankaj
Mithal is likely to hear the
matter.

President Droupadi Murmu
gave her assent to the bills on
December 25.

These new laws — the Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita, the Bhar-
atiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

and the Bharatiya Sakshya Act
— will replace the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure (CrPC) and the
Indian Evidence Act respec-
tively.

Seeking a stay on the opera-
tion of the three new laws, the
PIL filed by advocate Vishal
Tiwari has said they were
enacted without any parlia-
mentary debate as most of the
opposition members were
under suspension.

The plea has sought direc-
tions from the court for the
immediately constitution of an
expert committee that will
assess the viability of the three
new criminal laws.

“The new criminal laws are
far more draconian and estab-

{ AFTER 2-HOUR GUNFIGHT } INVOLVING ARMY, ASSAM RIFLES

75 women rescued
from Kuki militants

Prawesh Lama

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a nearly two-
hour gunfight, the Army and
Assam Rifles rescued 75 Meitei
women from an attack by Kuki
militants on Friday night,
according to officials familiar
with the matter.

The women, unaware of the
approaching militants, were
Meira Paibis (women activists)
standing guard at night in the
Wariocing area of Bishnupur
district, bordering the foothills
of Kangpopki district.

“At around 10:30 p.m., our
night vision thermal cameras
detected militant movement in
the foothills, approaching the
women guarding their villages
on the road in the buffer zone,”
said an Assam Rifles official,
adding that the militants had
reached within 500 meters of
the women.

This incident marks the first
major gunfight in nearly three
weeks, with the last reported
killing in ethnic clashes occur-
ring on April 28.

The ongoing ethnic hostili-
ties have led Meiteis, primarily
residing in the Imphal valley
plains, and Kukis, predomi-
nantly living in the hills, to
withdraw to their respective
strongholds. Security forces
have established buffer zones,
camps, and posts on highways
in border districts in response.

Ethnic tensions between the
two sides boiled over on May 3,
2023, plunging Manipur into a
state of lawlessness as the

The gun ﬁght in progress.

divides grew into irreconcilable
cleavages. At least 225 people
have been killed and 50,000
people displaced, while armed
militia prowl the streets.

Late on Friday, as militants
advanced, security forces blew
a hooter to deter them, but they
continued firing towards the
villages and women. Village
volunteers from Meitei villages
returned fire, resulting in a
gunfight with the 75 unarmed
women guards trapped in
between, the official quoted
above said.

Security forces mobilised
and reached the ground amid
the crossfire. They chased back
armed groups in the valley,
fired 81 mm mortars towards
the foothills to deter them, and
worked with village heads to
create a safe route for the
women.

“A team first chased back the
armed groups in the valley.
Another team started firing

8lmm mortars towards the
foothills. A third team went
inside the by lanes of the Meitei
villages and roped in village
heads to prepare a safe route
because armed groups on this
side too could mistake security
forces and fire at them,” said
the Assam Rifles officer, asking
not to be named.

By 12:30 am, the forces man-
aged to escort the 75 women to
safety in Leimaram, with mili-
tants fleeing back to the hills by
lam.

Several houses were dam-
aged due to the gunfight. How-
ever, no injuries have been
reported due to the exchange of
fire.

Manipur police have not yet
issued a statement. The Assam
Rifles, in a statement on Sun-
day, said, “The Army and
Assam Rifles safely led the res-
cue and evacuation of around
75 Meira Paibis during an
attack by armed miscreants.
The security forces repelled the
misadventurism by bringing
down heavy fire and saving
lives of villagers in Uyok. The
Indian Army and Assam Rifles
continue staying steadfast in
their resolve to bring normalcy
in Manipur and maintaining
law & order.”

An officer who supervised
the operation noted that the
women s proximity to the
buffer zone at the foothills
might have prompted the mili-
tants to launch a night attack.
The area remains peaceful,
with heavy security presence
following the incident.

Minor gang-raped in
front of mother: Police

Mukesh Kumar Mishra

letters@ hindustantimes.com

PATNA: A 15-year-old girl was
allegedly gang-raped by three men
in front of her mother inside a car
in Patna, police said on Sunday,
adding the survivor has been
admitted to All India Institutes of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in
Bihar's capital city.

The incident took place in
Naubatpur area late on Saturday
and efforts are being made to
arrest the suspects, two of whom
are from Kankarbagh area, police
said, citing the statement of the
survivor's mother.

The two men called the woman
to Dumri railway station on the
pretext of providing her a job,
police said. After the woman
reached the spot with her minor
daughter, the suspects asked them
to get inside a vehicle, Scorpio,
which already had one more man.

“Asthe woman and her daugh-
ter got into the vehicle, they started
teasing the girl. When the mother
objected, they assaulted them. The
suspects gang-raped the minor
inside the vehicle. When the
woman and her daughter became
unconscious, they threw them on
the roadside near Sheikhpura
bridge and fled,” police said.

An emergency response vehicle
spotted them and rushed them to
hospital.

TWO SUSPECTS
CALLED A WOMAN
10 DUMRI STATION
ON THE PRETEXT
OF PROVIDING HER
A JOB. SHE WENT
TOTHE SPOT WITH
HER DAUGHTER

Deputy superintendent of
police (DSP), Phulwarisharif,
Deepak Kumar said that Naubat-
pur police received information
through “Dial 112" on Saturday
night that a woman and a child
were lying unconscious near
Shekhpura Dam. “Police reached
the spotand got them admitted to
AIIMS,” said the DSP.

"In her statement to the police,
the woman said the two suspects
belonged to Kankarbagharea and
asked her to meet them near
Dumri station, promising her to
offer a job. The suspects thrashed
them and also gang-raped the girl.
We are interrogating some people
and scrutinising CCTV footage
from the area. Raids are on to
track them down,” the DSP added.

“Itappears thatall the suspects
are also witnesses of a murder
case in Gaya. However, the matter

Kerala police arrest

key suspect in global
trafficking malgia

KOCHI: The Kerala police on
Sunday arrested a 30-year-
old man suspected to be a

human trafficking network

Sabith Nasar from
Valappadu in Thrissur
district was taken into
custody from Cochin airport
Limited on Saturday
following a tip-off from
central agencies, police
sources said. He was
arrested on Sunday.

key figure in an international

involved in organ harvesting.

MAN TIED TO BIKE
AND DRAGGED OVER

COW SMUGGLING
SUSPICION: POLICE

GARHWA: A 60-year-old man
was allegedly stripped and
dragged after being tied to a
motorcycle by three people on
suspicion of cow smuggling at
Garhwa district in Jharkhand,
police said. One person has been
arrested in this connection,
police added on Sunday.

The incident occurred near
Amrora village, around 275km
from Jharkhand’s capital Ran-
chi, when the man, identified as
Surswati Ram was on his way to
Banshidhar Nagar Untari with
his cattle on Friday afternoon,
they added.

Banshidhar Nagar Untari sub-
divisional police officer Satyen-
dra Narayan Singh said that a
first information report (FIR)
has been lodged in this regard.

"According to the FIR, three
people, identified as Rahul
Dubey, Rajesh Dubey and Kashi-
nath Bhuiyan, were on a motor-
cycle. They intercepted the old
man and accused him of being
involved in cow smuggling,”
Singh said.

They also stripped the old
man and tied him to their motor-
cycle. “They dragged me to some
distance and escaped after leav-
ing me on theroad,” Ram stated

in the FIR.

is still being investigated,” Patma Singh said Kashinath Bhuiyan

SSP Rajeev Mishra said. was arrested. PTI
3 injured as big drill EC removes Purulia SP
machine head hits from post hours after
moving train in C'garh PM Modi’s rally

RAIPUR: Two passengers and
a sanitation staffer were
injured after the head of a
big drilling machine crashed
into a moving train on the
outskirts of Raipurin
Chhattisgarh on Sunday,
officials said. The incident
took place around 10 am
when the Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus (Mumbai)-bound
Shalimar-LTT Express was
passing through Urkura
station ahead of the Raipur
station, an official said.

KOLKATA: Hours after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
rally in Purulia district on
Sunday, the Election
Commission (EC) removed
police superintendent
Abhijit Bandyopadhyay from
the post, an official aware of
the matter said. He has been
relieved from all election-
related duties, the official
added. Modi addressed an
election rally at Gengara
playground in Purulia
district on Sunday.

lish a police state in reaht}f and
violate every provision of fun-
damental rights of the people
of India. If the British laws
were considered colonial and
draconian, then the Indian
laws stand now far more draco-
nian as, in the British period,
you could keep a person in
police custody for a maximum
of 15 days. Extending 15 days to
90 days and more is a shocking
provision enabling police tor-
ture,” the plea has said.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
encompasses offences, such as
acts of secession, armed rebel-
lion, subversive activities, sepa-
ratist activities or endangering
the sovereignty or unity of the
country, in a new avatar of the
sedition law.

Patanjali product fails
food safety test, 3 jailed

PITHORAGARH: A court in Pitho-
ragarh district of Uttarakhand
has sentenced three people,
including an assistant general
manager of Patanjali Ayurved
Ltd, to six-month imprisonment
for violating food safety stan-
dards in making Patanjali Elai-
chi Soanpapadi, which failed
the food quality test.

The three were convicted
under the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006, Ritesh Verma,
assistant prosecution officer
who pleaded in the case, said.

Pithoragarh chief judicial
magistrate Sanjay Singh on Sat-
urday sentenced Abhishek
Kumar, assistant general man-
ager at Patanjali Ayurved Ltd
Unit-II1, Herbal Park, Haridwar

and Ajay Joshi, assistant man-
ager at Patanjali’s authorised
representative Kanhaji Distribu-
tors Pvt Ltd located in Nainital’s
Ramnagar, to six months’
imprisonment and slapped fines
of 225,000 and 10,000 on
them, respectively, Verma said.

A case was lodged in Decem-
ber 2020 after food samples col-
lected from a shopkeeper, Lilad-
har Pathak, from Berinag area
in Pithoragarh on October 17,
2019, were found of substan-
dard quality during testing at a
government-run lab, the lawyer
said.

Verma added the court also
sentenced Pathak to six-month
jail and imposed a 5,000 fine
for selling the product. HTC
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Twin terror attacks before
po]]mg put Valley on alert

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The killing of a
former village head and the
attack on two tourists by terror-
ists triggered protests and wide-
spread condemnation in Kash-
mir on Sunday, with officials
saying that they have given for-
ces a “free hand to crush” those
trying to disrupt peace in the
region.

The terror attacks came days
ahead of voting to the two
remaining seats in the Valley,
which is blanketed in heavy
security cover amid the first
major electoral exercise in the
region since revocation of Article
370.

On Saturday, a terrorist shot
BJP worker and former sarpanch
Aijaz Ahmad Sheikh at his resi-
dence in the Shopian district of
south Kashmir. His wife Shab-
nam Kausar said that a man
knocked on their door in the
night and asked for Sheikh

“The moment my husband
confirmed his identity that he
was Aijaz, the assailant fired
seven to eight shots before flee-
ing,” she said. Sheikh is survived
by his mother, wife and three
children, including a two-month-

Peoplr: take part in the funeral procession of Aijaz Ahmad Shmkh

in Shopian on Sunday.

old girl.

BJP members held a protest
outside the ‘mini secretariat’ in
Shopian and accused the district
administration of not providing
adequate security to Sheikh.

“There has been a lapse on the
administration’s part. We had
written to the deputy commis-
sioner that Aijaz was getting
threat calls but he ignored it,”
party spokesperson Altaf Thakur
said.

In a separate attack on the
same day, terrorists shot two

ANI

tourists from Jaipur, Tabrez
Khan and his wife Farah Khan, in
Anantnag, which is also in south
Kashmir.

“They were going inside a
hotel for dinner when two men
came on a bike and opened fire,”
Tabrez's father Aslam Khan. The
couple suffered bullet injuries in
the attack and were rushed to a
hospital, people aware of the
matter said.

The Anantnag Lok Sabha seat
in south Kashmir is scheduled to
go to polls on May 25.

Condemning the attack,
Jammu and Kashmir lieutenant
governor Manoj Sinha said: “The
government has given a free
hand to the J&K Police and secu-
rity forces to crush terrorists and
their associates,” he said.

National Conference (NC) vice
president and former J&K chief
minister Omar Abdullah, who is
contesting Monday's Baramulla
election, posted on X, “Very sorry
to hear about the twin attacks in
South Kashmir against tourists &
a political worker of the BIP. I
unequivocally condemn these
deadly attacks.”

Peoples Democratic Party
president and former CM Meh-
booba Mufti said, “The timing of
these attacks given that the
[Anantnag]| election was delayed
without any reason is a cause of
concern. Especially keeping in
mind normalcy claims touted by
GOL”

The BJP, however, blamed
Pakistan for orchestrating the
attacks to derail the election
process. “You know about the
impressive turnout the first
phase in Srinagar and tomorrow
again there are elections, I think
this is a conspiracy by Pakistan to
derail the election process here,”
BJP leader Aijaz Hussain said.

3 NC WORKERS
STABBED AT POLL
RALLY IN POONCH

MENDHAR/JAMMU: Three
National Conference (NC) work-
ers were injured when unidenti-
fied people attacked them with
knives at an election rally in
Mendhar in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Poonch district on Sun-
day, officials said.

NC president Faroogq Abdul-
lah was present at the rally
organised by the party in sup-
port of its Anantnag-Rajouri
Lok Sabha seat candidate Mian
Altaf in Mendhar. The rally con-
tinued without any disruption.

Officials said there was a
clash between two groups over
some issue during the rally.
Taking advantage of the melee,
the attackers managed to
escape, the officials said.Police
have registered a case in con-
nection with the incident and
are trying to nab the culprits,
they said.

Sohail Ahmad and Yaseer
Ahmad, both residents of Harni,
and Mohd Imran of Kasblari vil-
lage, received stab injuries and
were taken to a local hospital,
the officials said. They said the
condition of Sohail and Yaseer
was stated to be serious and
they were referred to Govern-
ment Medical College Hospital,
Rajouri, they added.

Senior NC leader Javed
Ahmad Rana termed the inci-
dent a "security lapse” and
demanded immediate arrest of
the culprits. PTI

Shrinivas Deshpande

police Vijay Kumar Magar said.

tified as Anis Awadhiya (24) and

Drunk lrycr hits bike, 2 killed

shrinivas.deshpande@ htlive.com

PUNE: Two people were killed
after a speeding luxury car,
being driven by a 17-year-old boy
allegedly in inebriated state, hit
their two-wheeler in Pune on
Sunday, police said, adding the
minor was detained and later
granted bail by a juvenile court.

The accident took place
around 2.30 am in Kalyani Nagar
area when a group of friends
after a party at a restaurant was
returning home on their motor-
cycles. Near the Kalyani Nagar
junction, a speeding Porsche col-
lided with one of the motorcy-
cles, following which its two rid-
ers fell from the vehicle and died
on the spot, the first information
report (FIR) registered at the

The mangled Pursche that was bemg driven b}' the minor. HT PHOTO

Yerawada police station said. HT
has seen the FIR.

“We detained the minor driv-
ing the car and subjected him for
medical examination to ascer-

tain if he had consumed alcohol.
The car dashed the two-wheeler
from the rear and as a result the
bike rider and pillion died on the
spot,” deputy commissioner of

Police said the blood samples
of the minor have been sent for
examination and the report was
awaited.

“Case[s] against the father of
the accused and the bar that
served liquor to the juvenile/
accused are being proceeded
under sections 75 and 77 of Juve-
nile Justice Act,” Pune police
commissioner Amitesh Kumar
said. "Police are investigating
which bar he visited and con-
sumed alcohol.”

The Porsche being driven by
the juvenile, the son of a real
estate developer, was without a
registration number, police said,
adding he was on his way to his
Brahma Sun City residence from
Koregaon Park.

The deceased have been iden-

Ashwini Costa (24), both engi-
neers and residents of Madhya
Pradesh, the FIR said.

Anis worked as an engineer in
a multinational company in Kal-
yani Nagar, and Ashwini had
quit her job in the same com-
pany a few days ago. They were
not wearing a helmet at the time
of the accident, police said.

After knocking down the two,
the car crashed into the roadside
pavement railings, the FIR said.

A video surfaced on social
media wherein a group of people
was seen thrashing the driver as
he tried to come out of the
crashed car, They later handed
him over to the police.

After his detention, the minor
was produced before a juvenile
court, which granted him bail.

Decoding the Indian economy
and how it can break the mould

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Breaking the Mold:
India’s Untraveled Path to Prosper-
ityis a bignew book by economists
Raghuram Rajan and Rohit
Lamba. The book s both a critique
of India’s development model as
well as a manifesto for reform.
Most notably, it challenges the
conventional wisdom that India’s
primary goal should be to trans-
form the country into a blue-collar
manufacturing powerhouse.
Lamba elaborated on his
views in last week’s episode of
“Grand Tamasha”, a weekly pod-
cast on Indian politics and policy
co-produced by HT and the Car-
negie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace. Lamba is an econo-
mist at New York University-Abu
Dhabi and has twice worked in
the chief economic advisor’s
office in the ministry of finance.
Rajan served both as chief eco-
nomic advisor and governor of
the Reserve Bank of India, before
returning to his academic post at
the University of Chicago.
Lamba told host Milan Vaish-
nav that India cannot duplicate
China’s development model, but
it can leapirog by focusing
higher up the value chain.
"India has developed a compar-
ative advantage in two kinds of
services. One is direct services —
think of education, telemedicine,
financial services, consulting servi-
ces and IT services. India is very
clearly a global leader in these ser-
vices for a variety of reasons like
access toreasonably high-quality
graduate engineers, the English
language, and so on,” he
explained. But he noted that India

EXPERTS DISCUSS
MANUFACTURING
VERSUS SERVICES
DEBATE, INWARD
ECONOMIC TURN,
AND WHAT CAN
UPGRADE HUMAN
CAPITAL IN INDIA

also has an opportunity
to move into services
embedded within manu-
facturing.

"The distinction
between manufacturing
and services is disap-
pearing or blurring.
Think of the quintessen-

N

GRAVD ower of its example
TAMASHA Dot cet intoiane

this aspect,” he argued.

Lamba told host Vaishnav that
India would need to hew to an
inclusive brand of politicsifit hasa
hope of fully realising the eco-
nomic potential of its citizenry.
“There’s a view coming in now
that the goal is not just to become a
strong economy, it's to become a
strong civilisational state,” Lamba
explained, saying that he has some
sympathy with this statement
given that China too used
to make similar argu-
ments. “The point is that
India, unlike China, argu-
ably enjoys a tremen-
dous amount of soft
power in the world. The

tial manufactured

even before it became

goods, which is Henry
Ford’s car. What we try to argue is
that the car itself is becoming
more like a mobile phone. If you
see, for example, a major com-
pany that is manufacturing cars
in China now is the same com-
pany that was earlier doing
mobile phones. The Tesla car, for
example, has 40 to 50 million
lines of code written into it. So,
what is manufacturing and what
is services is also blurring.
Lamba cited the example of
Lenskart, a prominent eyeglasses
store in India, as an example of
this way of thinking. “What is
interesting is that Lenskart is not
only selling glasses through its
retail stores in many urban cen-
tres, it's also manufacturing
them itself. There are lots of
interesting examples of where
services and manufacturers are
kind of joined at the hip...India
should recognize its strength in

rich,” he cautioned. “The
only singular thing India has to do
now is what Nitin Pai [of the Tak-
shashila Institute in Bangalore]
once said, which is to grow at 8%
for 30 years continuously and then
everything else will fall into place.”
The two discuss what the crit-
ics get right about the Indian
economy, why India cannot
blindly follow the Chinese model,
and how India can pivot “from
brawn to brain”. Plus, Rohit and
Milan discuss the manufacturing
versus services debate, India's
inward economic turn, and what
India must do to upgrade its
human capital.

> L
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Student loses partial hearing after
beating at school, teacher booked

BALLIA: A teacher of a private school in Ballia
has been booked for allegedly thrashing a
Class 10 student, leading to partial loss of
hearing, officers said on Sunday. The
incident took place on May 13 in the school in
Piprauli Barhagaon during a mathematics
period that the 14-year-old victim was
attending, they added. The student’s father,
Praveen Kumar Madhukar, lodged a
complaint alleging that his son was beaten
up by his teacher, Raghavendra, Vipin Singh,
SHO of Ubhaon police station said.

e

Forest fire triggers landmine
explosions along LoC in Poonch

MENDHAR/JAMMU: Several landmines, part
of the anti-infiltration obstacle system,
exploded following a forest fire along the
Line of Control (LoC) in the Mendhar sector
of Jammu & Kashmir's Poonch district on
Sunday, officials said. The fire started from
across the border around 8pm and spread to
the Balnoi area on the Indian side, triggering
nearly half-a-dozen landmine explosions.
There was no report of any casualty, the
officials said. Efforts are on to control the fire,
the cause of which is still known, they said.
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Short e-Tender notice

https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Tender No. JNPA/PPD/Land/T-07/2024 dated 16.05.2024

On-line Tenders in single stage two cover system (Technical & Price Bids) and e-auction
methodology are invited by Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), Navi Mumbai from
21.05.2024 to 18.06.2024 from experienced and reputed firms fulfilling Minimum Qualifying
Criteria (MQC) for “ALLOTMENT OF VACANT LAND PARCELS ON LONG TERM LEASE
BASIS OF 30 YEARS AT JNPA”. Tender fee is 23,600/- (non- refundable). Detailed Notice
Inviting Tender and the tender document is available on JNPA website “www.jnport.gov.in or

Chief General Manager

Port Planning & Development Department
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Govt. of NCT of Delhi

DELHI PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCE & RESEARCH UNIVERSITY (DPSRU)
(Incorporating DIPSAR as The Constituent Institute of the DPSRU)
(The First Pharmacy University established under the Delhi Act 07 of 2008)
DIPSAR Campus, M.B. Road, Pushp Vihar, Sec.-lll, New Delhi-110017

ADMISSIONS NOTIFICATION
(Academic Year 2024-25)

Delhi Pharmaceutical Sciences and Research University (DPSRU) is a premier institute of Govt. of NCT of Delhi
offering education in the field of Pharmacy and various Allied health Sciences. DPSRU is the first University of India
in Pharmaceutical Education. The University is approved by UGC under section 2f of UGC Act. The Alumni of the
University are serving at various high level positions in India and abroad in catering the health care needs.

The admissions for various Under Graduate and Post Graduate programmes for the academic year 2024-25 will be

)

presents

N ) All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi

PUBLIC LECTURE & PANEL DISCUSSION ON

Heat Related lliness

Welcome & Introduction
Dr. (Prof.) M. Srinivas, Director, AlIMS, New Delhi

Speakers & Panelists
Dr. (Prof.) Kaushal K Verma, Dean, AlIMS

Dr. (Prof.) Sanjay Kumar Rai, Community Medicine

starting from 5th May onwards. The Admission brochure can be downloaded from the University website (www.dpsru.
edu.in). The applications process and the submission of the application is online and the admission process is offline.
The details regarding last date of application to various the courses and the eligibility criteria are given in the brochure.

The Various programmes offered by the University are listed as under:

UG PROGRAMS OFFERED IN PG PROGRAMS OFFERED IN PHARMACEUTICAL
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES AND ALLIED SCIENCES AND ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

Dr. (Prof.) Rakesh Lodha, Paediatrics
Dr. Nayer Jamshed , Emergency Medicine

Dr. Arvind Kumar, Internal Medicine

HEALTH SCIENCES » M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutical Chemistry
e D.Pharm. « M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutics MOderator
« B.Pharm. e M. Pharm. in Pharmacology . -
. B. Pharm. (Ayurveda) (not approved by * M. Pharm. in Quality Assurance Dr. MOhan Balrwa, C(:Nlilr New DE|h|
any statutory agency) » M. Pharm. in Drug Regulatory Affairs (not
« B. Pharm. (Lateral entry) approved by PCI) :
o BPT « M. Pharm. in Industrial Pharmacy Date . 21.05.2024 (TU&SdaY)
. DMLT « M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutical Analysis '
« BMLT » M. Pharm. in Pharmaceutical Biotechnology (not T|me i 04:00 tO 5:30 PM
. BBA (Health Care) approved by PCI) = - -
* B.Sc. (Bio medical sciences) « M. Pharm. in Pharmacognosy & Phytochemistry Venue : J.L Al.ldltorlum, New Delhi
« B.Sc. (Sports Science) * MPT (Sports Medicine)
Admission to UG programs will be on merit basis of « MPT (Card ipvgscular and Pulmonary)
the qualifying exam * MPT (Paediatrics)

* MBA-Intemational Trade Management (MBA-ITM)
« MBA-Pharmaceutical Management (MBA-PM)
* Masters in Public Health (MPH)

« MBA-Healthcare & Hospital Management (MBA-
HHM)

» M. Sc. Artificial Intelligence in Medicine
» Executive M. Pharm (Drug Regulatory Science)*
(not approved by PCI)
*Subject to the Approval

Admission to PG programs will be through CUET for (MBA)/
GPAT for (M.Pharm)

| /M Scan QR code for live telecast
N 4__,/
ENTRY
(Please take your seat by 3:45 PM)

F R E E Programme will also be live streamed on YouTube AlIMS Channel
/\\5 \ﬂi s:/lyoutube.com/live/Cs1zvfo6010?feature=share Y,

-

All are cordially invited

Please join for tea after the lecture
Parking available at Multi Level Underground Parking (Near Masjid Moth Campus, AlIMS)

For more information:

Website www.dpsru.edu.in For more information please contact:

Website link . ps://dpsru.edu.in/ad ; ;

RTEE |  SREEIEUALT M Media & Protocol Division, AIMS, New Delhi

Contact Number : 01129552039, 01129552060 CBC 17112/12/0009/2425

Ph: 011- 26593400, 26593514, 26549131

Sd/-
Registrar, DPSRU
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] PuBLIC NOTICE |
| itis to inform the general public at large

- | that Vijay Mishra, S/o. Shri. Han

SHIFTING, SELLING very Exclusive
House hold Goods Sofa, dining,
Fridge, Car, Activa scooter many
more. Immediate Sale. throw away
prices contact. 7838088778

BUSINESS BOOST

LOANS / FUIII]S
Pan India Available for
Properties/ Big Projects
Infrastructure / Resi/ Comm/
Construction / Land / Interior
Decoration / Joint Ventures /

I KUBER Singh S/o Shri Kheem Singh

Negi R/o H.No. 573/9, Gali No. 3.

Vijay Park, Maujpur, Delhi - 110053,

have changed my name to Kuber
Singh Negi for all future purposes.,

Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-110025
declare that my name has been

_E.Ehnul record as Heena Kausar
instead of Heena.

I MIRA Das W/o, Sadananda Das R/o
-3, Plot No 412, Sector-5, Vaishali,

Ghaziabad, U.P. have changed my
name from Mira Das to Mira Rani

Das for all purposes.

I SWATI Chawla W/o Rajesh Chawia
R/o Flat No. 22 C, Plot No. B,

Sector- 12, Dwarka , New Delhi Have

Shankar Mishra, Rlo. Semaraha,
Deeha, Karchhana, Semraha U

: Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh- 212307 and
- I, HEENA, W/o. Mohammad Tahir, Rfo. :
:  House No.84, (26/7), Ghafoor Nagar,

akko at Plat no. 71B, A Block Bharat

: | Vihar, Kakrola, New Delhi- 110078 was
. | appointed by our client Ms. GTM

Builders & Promolers Private Limited as
the Assistant Manager- Sales and Shiv

wrongly mentioned in my Daughter's Shankar Jha, Rio. WZ-135A, Plot ne.

1454, Upper Ground Floor, Block- A,
Uttam Magar, Arya Samaj Road, New
Dethi- 110059 and also at A-135, 2nd
Floor, Arya Samaj Road, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi- 110059 was aﬁg—hied b;
ers

: | our dlient, Mis. GTM

Promoters Prvale Limited as a

+ | Consuitant- Sales, both for the project
- 1°ILD Grand 37-C"
: | Gurugram, Haryana on 22.08.2023. It
. | has been recently informed to our dlient
- | that the said Vijay Mishra and Shiv

| Lostarounp

- | Jha have commitied financial fraud with
. | the home  buvers.Our
- | erminated  Vijay Mishra and Shiv
- | Shankar Jha from their employment
e : | with mmediate effect after coming o
Lost Original Property Documents (1) :

at  Seclor-37,

Shankar Jha has collected moneys
from some home buyers without
ntimation and knowledge to our client
and has gven fake commiment o
home buyers on behalf of our client The
said Vijay Mishra and Shiv Shankar

client has

know the financial fraud commitled by

- {The Tender and Purchase
. |Committee of the Delhi and
- | District Cricket Association
: |(DDCA) Arun Jaitley Stadium,
- |invites bids/ proposals for
. | award of tender/ work/ RPF

- {for Conceptualize, Plan,
. | Design, Supply, Installation,
. | Testing and Commissioning
- |of Passenger Lifts for
- | General stands at West and
. | East stand and Service Lifts
|at NCH and OCH including
- | Shaft Construction and Lift
. |Controllers for Automated
. |Access Control to various
-|floors, QR scanner &
. |Integration with ticketing
- |System at Arun Jaitley
. | Stadium New Delhl.
# Interested vendors of reputed

SCAN THE CODE [W1'=4[E]
TO BOOK YOUR -
ADS OMLINE=

[m] ek

www. hiclassilieds.com

may visit DDCA website for
further details.
Bid forms and other details

3 can be obtained/downloaded

from the website of DDCA

website: www.ddca.in

Have
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Catch the

REC Power Development and Consultancy Limited
(Formerly Known as REC Power Distribution Company Limited

A wholly owned subsidiary of REC Limited, a "Maharaina CPSE'
under Ministry of Power Govt. of India)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Domestic Competitive Bidding)
Tender No.: REGPDCL/UPNEDA/200MWSOLAR/EPC/FY25/001, dated 17-05-2024

REC Power Development Gonsultancy Limited (RECPDCL), a wholly owned
subsidiary of REC Ltd. invites bids (through e-tendering followed by e-Reverse
Auction on REC’s e-wizard portal) for “Setting up a Grid-Connected 200 MW
Ground Mounted Solar PV Power Plant at Jhansi, Utiar Pradesh”

For more details, please visit www.recpdcl.in or rec.ewizard.in
Date of Pre-bid meeting of the tender is
27.05.2024 at 12:00 Hrs through online
Last date for submission of Tender is 06.06.2024 upto 17:00 Hrs.

GM (RE & BD)
RECPDCL

REC
Power Developiment

MAY 20, 2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82(2)(ii) Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Nasruddin @ Vicky, S/o: Sh. Bale Khan, Rlo: Gali No. 08, Chouhan
Banger, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case FIR No. 59/2014, U/s 380/411 IPC, P.S.: Jafrabad, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Nasruddin @ Vicky cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Nasruddin @ Vicky
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Nasruddin @ Vicky accused
of FIR No. 59/2014, U/s 380/411 IPC, P.S.: Jafrabad, Delhi is required
to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
09.07.2024.

By Order

Ms. Aayushi Saxena

DP/5858/NE/2024 Metropolitan Magistrate
(Court Matter) Room No. 48, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

G28&

WL )

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No.: JHS-N-W-29-24
E-TENDERING NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer / Jhansi, DRM's office, Jhansi,
for and on behalf of President of India invite open Tender through on Line (E-

Dated: 16.05.2024

Tendering) for the following works.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANGE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

: | them against the home buyers. Our Description of Work: Provision of diversity by axle Counters for Rusty rail track and

Allotment Letter (2) Possession I .k i i i -
Underwriting / Pre-launch / Letter of Flat No. 22 C, Plot No. 8, | client .hﬁtlﬁ aiso Aﬂdgﬁgvﬁ '5;':1?";13' I atest waterlogging track in BINA-DHO Section of Jhansi Division. SUI'E_j, Slo Tara, RI'IJ Balwan KI Jhug.gl’ BC-Block,
Startups / Export etc Sector-12, Owarka, New Delhi if ~ : | omglaint againstthe said Vijay Mishra . Shalimar Bagh, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
Foiind Plesa Contart at khoue : *;;idﬁﬁahé?;ﬂg“kaf Jha in the concemed Approx Cost: ¥ 20201275.26, Earnest Money: ¥ 251000/-, Cost of Tender Form: : ff ; 24/200 /
N g (I LA RELIN i Addressor Mob. No. 9015733741 | Our dlentis ot liable or responsibie in col umn of Nil, Opening of Tender: 12.06.2024 Time 15.00, Completion period from issue| | N@ve committed) the offence in case FIR No. 21/2009, U/s
- | anyway for any act or omission of Vijay of letter of acceptance: 09 Months. 324/34 IPC, P.S. Shalimar Bagh, Delhi and it has been

© 96679395163

: | Mishra and Shiv Shankar Jha and if
. | anyone has any complaint, grievance,
. | dispute etc. against Vijay Mishra and!
+ | or Shiv Shankar Jha, we on behalf of
. | our dlient strongly recommend to take
- | appropriate legal action against Vijay
. | Mishra and’ or Shiv Shankar Jha.

suresh Chandra Sharma {Adﬂ

Date: 15.05.202

Tender on line can be submitted upto 15.00 hrs. on 12.06.2024. For full details and
submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in.
(NORTH CENTRALRLY/JHANSIDIVISION-SANDT). 871/24 (A

returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Suraj cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Suraj has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Suraj accused of

I HAVE lost the Original Plot Buyers
:  Agreement for Plot No. M-98,
Sushant City 1 Jaipur between
Gauray Raina and M/s. Ansal
Properties & Infrastructure Ltd.
on January 4th 2024,

. d E@Classiﬁeds |

CHANGE OF NAME

TWIW

THE WEEK THAT WAS

f North central rallways | www.ncr.indianraliways.gov.in | § @northcentrairaliway | B§ @ceroncr

i
-
N -
-
-
-
L]

I, NAVDEEP Kaur Marwah w/o Sh.
Saumyajit Roy, R/o H.No. L-414,

lalvayu Towers, Sector 56,Gurugram, A u IZ Un FIR No. 2‘”23“9, Uls 324/34 |PC, P.S. Shalimar Eﬂgh, Delhi
i pbst i Hsblr e g is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
?EFmﬂewﬁmwwfwl the WEEkIS complaint on or before 20.06.2024. —
LLUre pUrposes, : y Order
- = P WWIIND'AN AHMY Ms_ Diwa Arura
|, BASANTLAL Jai Singh S/o Jai Singh For c Ia‘ss Ifl Eds adve rtls ! ng dEVEIODment. mhﬁmTWrr HET HAT HHTIH Metropolitan Magistrate-04 (Nnrth;West)
R/0 B-318 Gaur Homes Govindpuram, SHOHT SEHU"EE EDMMISS'UN IN Room No. 112’ 1*Floor
°: Covndpr s, Ozt please call Ad Sales Team on REMOUNT VETERINARY CORPS DPIS955/NWI2024 Rohini Court, Delhi
IT]HL:;?E:&%EEM Lal Singh for all - . ey - FC p—— %ﬂ — —
R

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

NORTH DELHI : g ¥ Hefia T fears 25 3109 2024 %1 T9FEE T3 ¥ g
| O TR 7| 3 SMEET T I B 4 oif fafg 20 W 2024 ¥ TR 03 WW
|, ARCHANA W/o Basant Lla! 5mgh ; i ] | e @ :
R/o B-318 Gaur Homes Govindpuram, ! V|S hal SaCh deva L 99 1 02490 '1 3 ‘fake ucmf”“’f“_.tr'f.c._...._ﬂ._ et 2024 Th FL G TE T

PO: Govindpuram, Distt.-Ghaziabad, | [pasmmamai=—r 3 i AT "
: ferga Aifefrerem demze www.joinindianarmy.nic.in = suersy 2 | 4fe

Uttar Pradesh-201013 have changed e
my name to Archana Singh for all - N S
EAST & CENTRAL DELHI e B S b g gt s
Sumit Negi: 9899268321

I | 1154355%% ferfeaa sreran -9 s S persvet-1779@nic.in ¥ wwsw o
WEST DELHI & FARIDABAD
Ranjeet Singh: 9911819105

hﬁlﬁﬁl}?ﬁfﬁf the Euax;e-rt';s"eﬁmnt for male/female veterinary graduates
SOUTH DELHI & GURGAON
Abhishek Tiwari: 9899865804

See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Ravi Kumar, S/o Late Sh. Fakir Chand, R/o H. No.
C-516, Aman Vihar, Sultanpuri, Delhi has committed the
offence (or is suspected to have committed) in case FIR No.
85/2012, U/s 33/58 Delhi Excise ACT, P.S. Sultanpuri,
outer Distt. Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Ravi Kumar cannot be
found, and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Ravi Kumar has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant);

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Ravi Kumar
accused of FIR No. 85/2012, U/s 33/58 Delhi Exice ACT,
P.S. Sultanpuri, outer Distt. Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

I, ANIL Chopra S/o Late Basant Lal Rfo
H.No. A-318, Chhattarpur Enclave,
Phase-1, New Delhi-110074 declare
that Anil Chopra & Anil Kumar
Chopra both are one & same person,
have changed my name to Anil
Kumar for all future purposes.

for Short Service Commission in Remount Veterinary Corps of the
INDIAN ARMY published in newspapers on 25 Apr 2024.

The last date of submission of application form is extended from
20 May 2024 to 03 Jun 2024.

qre:-
1. 0 H it i aRee R g 2 | See § WadE @
joinindianarmy.nic.in @ S |

I, ANITA Mendirata D/o Shri Basant
Lal Adiakha R/o House NO.634,
Sector-210, Faridabad, Haryana-
121001 have changed my name
from Anita Mendirattato Anita
Mendirata tor all future purposes.

0 “S/o Ransngh Note:- | 04.07.2024.
sy abnlidi il NOIDA & GHAZIABAD 1. Recruitment in the Army is totally transparent and free. Beware By Order
is SJ:IIHI; L{:Jmar.‘ssniav[_hmihan : of touts. Ms. SBI'I}'E Dalal
:’g;g@”ﬁ;;;“;:?ﬁi‘;!;ﬂ andmy Gaurav: 8630242501 2. For detailed Notification, please visit www. joinindianarmy. nic.in L.D.M.M. Room No. 102
correct name is Sanjay Kumar.Vide CBC 10601/11/0019/2425 DP/5846/0D/2024 Rohini Court, Delhi
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Hindustan Tames FIRSTVOICE. LAST WORD.

FACTS WITHOUT -

Poll math: Is Cong where

NEWS WITH

By Wit Rasfan

Il 4 electionid] SoampeRBlion b6 walpsbamp 3 CrAHELLE abganseni with ihe e Pen Leiag il
R PR WIRY, on epgaorailism §romepies i 0 i e Lispreia ad et E;. forkl pacty, ard I.I."_'|I.r;|'n.1]
virphemal paribes in the sinir of Ukdisden Aevifhrs Pradesh. Friangasa. aed Punsh. T be e, ar
alliamie of b Cogiress i pepienal particd b not nev, Bal what dBorindiases the curmsd

Al it i B ] Wl W e e & et st g e s gt Tty G lird. 0w B
Cooemgresd 36 bry ing B achieve Today wital & bl of Redepally diciem giougn, Ualisling the
sarialiars, U et sl g Bt o ki Elrs Dnied Bedider bt alianee iwdls (e BLRF apd B
et i Sapgrh witrm Uhe Cesaiiyris wan D Gersdrunl panty i {od Len poliks, Hel¢ane

three o which eoplainihs indeiail

'I The Congress was much smaller than its prospective
allies in the 2014 and 2019 elections

m L pily B iy nlﬂ'—r-'I- LR b= il g
e I -.1|...;..~-,.'-1-.--|...|Ln..-|-I|a...--|.r- s g ..-.-'.'..rl-'nn--«...-a '..-||1--.|I
"l'lr' 'l.l-:.l.nl .l:‘vn'r!rmhwﬁ.rh pith hw [ g umml‘n—nk v L A .u-_rm.!n

ol g N et el ] il P kg e i Al ] o el 10 ..uun i-'l-n.'\-.- ET e
JI.-I'.I.HI|-|_.-'| i e | AR T T Tekp W YRR R PRI LR ||..u iba :|l|||.1'.l1u:|.||l'l. HJ.-.n n
g Lol ol sl T 1 '-Hll-rl T

Ratio of Lok Ssbha 1esty won by Cangrem ind i slile

- [ T T .

Lo L R
L

U 2 The Jan 53ngl'| was in an even weaker situation in
its initial ye

lllllll_'l-l"'lll-i-l'.l-li--u'l —'luhull-lnnprnrlll-l AT, 6 Y W L AT T L
gl wiere irl:-l-'ll'-'llul Ted i iy b Ilfdwllll‘.ljlﬂ wka \"‘“'t;‘“ e e ol i Sprepr . ' ! 1.1. [iL]Y
v Ml 1] Wi mt.ummhﬂm TalR R el LA ) HsAR e
b e el il gy wee Pun i b Wty il Vv M) ik L5 0 G e o Do i Ly
sl il ind e v B 1 i s S g 0n el b AR e e s TEEL b ach B L3 bl

Hudiﬂulﬂlﬁpﬂ“mﬂ“hwm Wios s

B et chais

I I -! _ﬁ ’ .I;-r_'fi«: .L.-.;:;-

-lH'-.I.l.

ks

3 . bt ideology-agnostic opposition alliances
managed to keep the Congress out of power in
many states

B pulier S, i gy Y011 Sy Py -myeets Sl bt vt m Bl bale s Lo ad Slaba'ly s ST
o w50 G i eph wiertiom, B WY emayn of R ST LT gkl ST TR T LW i
Sl WLk (V) bafigrd Py ot o, il Yo' Bt o weteon o B e wiee- il b
LI I FERETEF [ LT S A i T
P P el et L 0P Tt 7 i el
g i U | By iy Ay Pt hrﬁl'lh- L2 IR ' | e e R A L b e d ew ] L Do e’
B D tnl‘-rlrm—'nlfqllh Thain ST W B Py R ) T o L (e
davrare] B | s ok Tty o AU O, Oui Reiprlill il Frvear ey L rprm mid Ve in sk
rla._l.lﬂi'.m.iir.h .-:llu.l-.il'l.l-rlh'l FanEL T T ey = ) P T
e il 1 L T o el i Sy D ol [N mart s ik et . Sy i Dl e = 161 it
i T T | Tl e P Dy o Wi et P g ol
o 0k ey e e el T T R R R T
nhﬂllm- ol il P il 0 P i () i
N P A e e ol adeiiedy

Faisi il ) R e order Tw ) Tal i B 3! (5
St Dy D] | n Sl 190 i Lo Y oy

S i Tl b L i Y -'-ll Sl Pl L
=] et i, Bty TR ol v e
Plifie wul® i (B0 Radeik B g Tl oy i P

Lrmzryer g il revrers oy e rha o EefSa By NN L

S of states with Congrods (hi? Swalit ol e W mbor ulates %)

i
<t | el T P, WHY
i Wiy iy iy, e

Tt by Vi brcomi] @7 o Pl oS S kT O v o o P 7t P 1 gl e e e B e gl
TE i e gl d B e e ™ o R Pty pte

Read Number Theory to access unparalleled
data-journalism with statistically analyzed news.

Hindustan Times FIRST VOICE. LAST WORD.

() ® hindustantimes € htTweets & www.hindustantimes.com




NEW DELHI

MONDAY
MAY 20, 2024

Hindustan Times | MY INDIA

15

Poll battles take personal

turn in contest for Bengal

Joydeep Thakur

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Bitter political rival-
ries especially during elections
are not new to West Bengal, but
when broken familial ties and
family feuds turn into political
rivalries, as is the case in at least
three Lok Sabha constituencies
in the eastern state, the contests
become ever so fierce. In the
ongoing polls, the state is wit-
nessing a showdown between a
three-term lawmaker and his
former son-in-law, a bitter
rivalry between a divorced cou-
ple, and a soured relationship-
turned-political enmity between
an uncle and his nephew.

“He has no identity. His only
identity is that he is my former
son-in-law. Because of that, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
given him a ticket from Seram-
pore. He has no connection with
the area, be it politically or
socially. I face no challenge from
him,” Kalyan Banerjee, three-
time Trinamool Congress (TMC)
lawmaker and senior advocate
of Calcutta high court, tells HT,

'ORMER COUPLE,
LAWMAKER AND
EX-SON-IN-LAW,
AND UNCLE AND
NEPHEW ARE SET
TO TAKE ON EACH
OTHER IN BENGAL

while speaking about his former
son-in-law Kabir Shankar Bose.

Banerjee will square off
against BJP's Bose from Seram-
pore Lok Sabha seat, which will
vote in the fifth phase on May 20.

Banerjee often referred to his
daughter’s ordeal in her mar-
riage with Bose in rallies. Baner-
jee’s daughter and Bose divorced
in 2017.

“She (his daughter) had to
face a tough challenge in life.
pray to god that no daughter
faces such challenges,” Banerjee
said at a rally earlier this month.

Bose, a Supreme Court law-
yer, said he prefers to livein the
present. “Everyone has a past... ]
cannot wipe away the past. ButI
am living in the present,” Bose

said during his poll campaign
last week. “It is just a matter of
days before Narendra Modi
becomes the prime minister
again. Those who want to live in
the past, let them do so. Thisisa
political battle.”

In Bishnupur, TMC's Sujata
Mondal is facing a tough chal-
lenge from her ex-husband and
two-time lawmaker Saumitra
Khan, who is contesting on a BJP
ticket. The constituency in Ban-
kura district will go to polls in
the sixth phase on May 25.

“It is an agni pariksha (a trial
by fire) for me. But I am confi-
dent that I will win by a huge
margin,” Mondal said.

Saumitra Khan, a former Con-
gress MLA, switched over to the
TMC in 2013. He won the Bish-
nupur seat on a TMC ticket in
2014, two years belore the couple
got married. Khan, however,
sided with the BJP in January
2019 and the party fielded him
from Bishnupur in the general
elections that year. Mondal shot
to the limelight for single-hand-
edly managing the poll cam-
paign of Khan, who won by a

margin of over 78,000 votes.

Their relation soured when
Mondal joined the TMC in the
run-up to the 2021 assembly
polls, which she unsuccessfully
contested from Arambagh. The
couple got separated in 2022.

In Barrackpore, an industrial
belt in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict, the BJP has fielded sitting
MP Arjun Singh, a strongman.
Though the TMC has named
stater minister Partha Bhow-
mick as its candidate, the party
has made Sourav Singh, Arjun’s

nephew, as Bhowmick's chief

polling agent.

This has turned the family
rivalry into a political one, with
Sourav vigorously campaigning
against his uncle. Barrackpore,
too, will vote in the sixth phase
on May 25. “I have never seen a
turncoat like Arjun Singh. The
man who doesn’t recognise his
own nephew for power, how will
he serve the people of his con-
stituency?” Sourav claimed.

Arjun Singh told HT: “He is
not my nephew. If he had been
my nephew why would he cam-
paign for any other party?”

{ GREEN PIECE }

US needs

Bharati Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The US president, Joe
Biden has imposed heavy duties
on electric vehicles, solar panels
etc coming from China into the
United States. He hopes to pro-
tect American workers who
have lost their jobs and to boost
American manufacturing, which
like many other manufacturing
industries globally, has been
dealt a heavy blow by China.

His political opponent in the
forthcoming elections, former
President Donald Trump, and
other detractors say while this is
important, it is 4 years too late.

I believe it an idea that should
have been preceded by a series of
actions in the previous 4 years.
America is the world’s biggest
greenhouse gas emuitter. It is its
moral duty to urgently decarbon-
ize. It was also clear even then that
banning Chinese goods was

important but required building a
solid base within America to
replaceit. This would need inject-
ing American manufacturing with
financial incentives, promoting it
procuring from it.

Biden has merely banned these
products and expects American
manufacturing will somehow find
away to leap to take its place rap-
idly. While American manufactur-
ing will replace the Chinese for
sure, the planet and the global
south might pay a price. First, even
if the manufacturing takes off,
thereis a lag time and there will be
greenhouse gases emitted.

Given the climate emergency,
we cannot afford to waiteven for a
year and a half or two years, which
would be the quickest that the gap
is finally filled by American manu-
facturers. Secondly, even the most
efficient business model cannot
prevent a short term deficit. This
means consumers might shift to
less green options ifthey find there

stronger EV policy

are no green options in the market.
This is a road block to the rapid,
mass shifts the world requires
from the United States.

Thirdly, thereis no time left for
Biden to roll out incentives for
domestic manufacturing. He
appears to have put the horse
before the cart.

President Biden's step signals
and inspires other economies to
fight climate change without being
in the clutches of the Chinese. It
also signals that climate and work-
ers rights can go together.

However, taking steps without
adequate preparation could actu-
ally slowdown America’s duty to
the world. All of us might be col-
lectively forced share burden of
slow decarbonization. This is the
key lesson for those trying to free
themselves from the Chinese.

(The writer is the founder and
director of Chintan Environmental
Research and Action Groups)

3, INCLUDING 2
CHILDREN, KILLED
IN COLLISION AT
MAHA'S AKOLA

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

AKOLA: Three persons, includ-
ing two children, were killed on
the spot and two seriously
injured after two motorcycles
collided in Maharashtra’s
Akola district on Sunday, the
police said.

The incident took place
around 3 pm on Telhara-Belk-
hed road.

The impact was so severe
that the bikes were mangled, he
said.

The police have identified
the deceased as Khan Pathan
(40), Umra Khatoon Ashiq
Khan (8) and Khan Ashig Khan
(5).

The two injured persons
have been taken to Akola city
for treatment, a police officer
aware of the case said.

PHASE 5 OF ELECTIONS

In sharp focus will be the
turnout, with the Election
Commission expecting a rising
trend to continue in the fifth
phase. The turnout of 69.16%
in the fourth phase was high-
est among the four phases
with voting in first three pha-
ses being 66.14%, 66.71%, and
65.68%, respectively.

On the eve of polling, EC on
Sunday pointed out that Mum-
bai, Thane and Lucknow have
shown apathy towards voting
in the past and asked city
dwellers there to "erase the
stigma by turning out in
higher numbers”.

Other prominent candidates
include Union ministers Piy-
ush Goyal (Mumbai North,
Maharashtra), Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti (Fatehpur, UP) and Shan-
tanu Thakur (Bongaon, WB);
LJP (Ram Vilas) leader Chirag
Paswan (Hajipur, Bihar), Shiv
Sena’s Shrikant Shinde (Kal-
yan, Maharashtra), and BJP’s
Rajiv Pratap Rudy and RJD
president Lalu Prasad’s daugh-
ter Rohini Acharya (both
Saran, Bihar).

But all eyes will be on Rae
Bareli and Amethi.

Rahul Gandhi, who has con-
tested from Wayanad in Ker-
ala, is also in the fight for Rae
Bareli, a Nehru-Gandhi family
pocket borough represented
by his mother Sonia Gandhi
since 2004. The BJP has
fielded UP minister Dinesh
Pratap Singh.

In Amethi, Irani, who
defeated Rahul Gandhi in 2019,
is seeking a second term, while
KL Sharma, an aide of the Gan-
dhi family, has been fielded by
the Congress.

In all, 144 candidates are in
fray in 14 Lok Sabha seats in
Uttar Pradesh., Senior BJP
leader Rajnath Singh is eyeing
a fourth term from Lucknow.
He is up against the SP’s MLA
from Lucknow Central, Ravi-
das Mehrotra.

In the Faizabad Lok Sabha
seat, which covers the temple
town of Ayodhya, the electoral
contest is mainly between
incumbent BJP MP Lallu
Singh, who is seeking a hat-
trick, and Awadhesh Prasad,
the SP MLA from Milkipur
(SC) assembly constituency in
Ayodhya.

In Kaiserganj, Karan Bhusan
Singh has replaced his father
and incumbent MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh as the
BJP candidate after the former
WFI chief was accused of sexu-

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

ally harassing wrestlers.

Voting will also take place
for the assembly bypolls to the
Lucknow East assembly con-
stituency.

In Maharashtra, where poll-
ing will be held in 13 Lok
Sabha constituencies, includ-
ing six in Mumbai, Piyush
Goyal, Bharati Pawar (Dindori)
and Kapil Patil (Bhiwandi) are
among the key nominees of the
BJP, which has also fielded
prominent lawyer Ujjwal
Nikam (Mumbai North Cen-
tral).

Shiv Sena’s Shrikant Shinde
(Kalyan) and city Congress
chief Varsha Gaikwad (Mum-
bai North Central) are also
among the candidates in this
phase, which is the last for the
state in this election.

In Baramulla, besides
former J&K chief minister
Omar Abdullah, former sepa-
ratist leader Sajad Lone,
ex-MLA Sheikh Abdul Rashid,
currently lodged in the Tihar
jail, and the PDP’s former
Rajya Sabha member Fayaz
Ahmad Mir are among the 21
others contesting.

In Ladakh, Congress candi-
date Tsering Namgyal, BJP's
Tashi Gyalson, and Independ-
ent candidate and NC rebel
Haji Hanifa Jan are locked in a
keen contest.

Security has been stepped
up in West Bengal’s seven con-
stituencies which have a his-
tory of election-related vio-
lence, with over 57% of the
polling stations identified as
sensitive in this phase, the
highest till now in this Lok
Sabha election.

Over 60,000 personnel of
central forces and around
30,000 personnel of the state
police, have been deployed,
which is more than in the four
previous phases in the state,
an official said.

BJP's Arjun Singh, who has
been in and out of the BJP and
the Trinamool Congress on
four occasions in the last five
years, is taking on West Bengal
minister Partha Bhowmick in
Barrackpore in a bid to retain
the seat he won in 2019.

Actor Rachana Banerjee has
been fielded by the TMC to
stop actor and BJP candidate
Locket Chatterjee from win-
ning a straight second term
from Hooghly.

In Serampore, the TMC MP
Kalyan Banerjee is fighting
against the BJP's Kabir
Shankar Bose.

Voting will take place in

Saran, Muzaffarpur, Hajipur,
Sitamarhi and Madhubani Lok
Sabha seats of Bihar, which
are all with the NDA.

In Hajipur, the primary con-
test is between Chirag Paswan,
whose late father Ram Vilas
Paswan had won the seat eight
times, and RJD’s Shiv Chandra
Ram, a former MLA and
ex-minister in the state.

Former Union minister
Rajiv Pratap Rudy's bid to
score a hat-trick in Saran has
been challenged by RJD presi-
dent Lalu Prasad’s daughter
Rohini Acharya.

Voting in three Jharkhand
Lok Sabha constituencies —
Chatra, Koderma and Hazari-
bag — and by-election in Gan-
dey assembly seat, where Kal-
pana Soren, the wife of jailed
former Jharkhand chief minis-
ter Hemant Soren, is contest-
ing, will take place on Monday.

An interesting fight is
expected in the Koderma Lok
Sabha seat where Union Min-
ister and BJP candidate Anna-
purna Devi is up against Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) Liberation nominee
Vinod Singh, an MLA from
Bagodar assembly constitu-
ency,

Voting for Lok Sabha and
assembly seats will take place
simultaneously in Odisha.

Chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik is contesting from two
assembly segments — Hinjili
under the Aska Lok Sabha seat
in Ganjam district and Kanta-
banji under the Bolangir par-
liamentary constituency.

Apart from Patnaik, who is
seeking a record sixth term at
the helm of the eastern state,
major contestants include
around half a dozen Odisha
ministers, BJP's sitting MPs
Jual Oram and Sangeeta Singh
Deo, BJD MP Achyut Samant
and former Indian Hockey
captain Dilip Tirkey.

Odisha chief electoral offi-
cer Nikunja Dhal said a total of
7.9 million voters will exercise
their franchise at 9,162 polling
booths. More than 100 compa-
nies of Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) will be deployed
including Aska Lok Sabha con-
stituency where a BJP worker
was hacked to death by BJD
rivals early this week.

Director general of police
Arun Kumar Sarangi said to
ensure foolproof security dur-
ing polling 655 mobile parties
will be deployed during the
elections and border check
posts will be set up.

VOTING FOR MODI

result is already in (Prime Min-
ister Narendra) Modi's favour;
and they believe it is better to sit
than go out (to vote) in the hot
summer,” he said.

“This isn't good for democ-
racy though. They should have
cast their votes too, but because
of widespread disillusionment
among the INDIA bloc's voters,
turnout has fallen. In states
where you see high voting per-
centages (this time) like West
Bengal, Assam and Tripura, the
voting has always been high,
and even there, there is some
dip in turnout. If you do an anal-
ysis you will find that thereis a
correlation between this dip
and areas where the Congress
has traditionally had support.”

The impressive turnout in the
Kashmir valley was a good sign
in this context, the home minis-
ter said, adding that feedback
from grassroots workers across
the country was encouraging. "1
do not have a single rally after
which I do not sit with 40-50 of
our workers (to discuss what is
happening). According to their
feedback, there is nothing to
worry about.”

Replying to a question
whether the election was, in
effect, a referendum on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
minister said, "This is just word-
play. Both sides have settled on
candidates for the post of Prime
Minister. Only Rahul+ji has been
projected (on the other side); no
one has spoken of (Mallikarjun)
Kharge-ji. We are contesting
elections under Modi-ji’s leader-
ship, and he will become Prime
Minister for the third time.”

Asked how big an impact
issues such as inflation and
unemployment would have,
Shah said the same matters
were brought up during the last
election as well but they did not
hurt the BJP's electoral
prospects because voters under-
stand how much work the Modi
government has done in terms
of creating jobs.

Shah brushed aside allega-
tions that Enforcement Direct-
orate (ED) action against Oppo-
sition leaders seems to get sus-
pended if they join the BJP and
no summons or raids happen
thereafter.

“The raid and summoning
stage has ended for them. The
charge sheets have been filed.
Following this, the agency has
no authority. The court has to
decide,” he added. The next step
"will happen (in court) when
their turn comes,” Shah said.
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{ OUR TAKE }

AS Moscow gets
close to Beijing

India needs to be on its toes to ensure that its
defence ties with Russia are not compromised

ver the past four years, India has navigated

multiple crises, ranging from Covid-19 to the

military standoff with China and the fallout of

conflicts, nuancing the country’s position
without compromising on core interests. In his
interview with Hindustan Times, external affairs
minister S Jaishankar spoke of the country —and the
world — continuing to grapple with more than one
crisis. He mentioned Ukraine, where the war is in the
third year, and the possibility of the Israel-Hamas
conflict intensifying. India has thus far managed to
significantly expand its ties with the US while
protecting its longstanding strategic interests with
Russia. And it is aware of the ever-lengthening
shadow of China, not just at the border but across the
neighbourhood, including in the Maldives, Myanmar,
and Sri Lanka, where Beijing continues to buy
influence to enable its pursuit of the pre-eminent
position in the Indian Ocean.

Itis in this context that New Delhi will be watching
the burgeoning bonhomie between Moscow and
Beijing. That Russian President Vladimir Putin chose
China for his first trip after beginning another term
reflects the strength of the ties between the two
countries. This was Putin’s 19th visit to Beijing as
president, though he has opted not to travel to India
for multilateral meetings or the annual summit. Ina
sense, this is understandable as China and Russia
stand isolated and criticised by democratic societies
for their actions against the rules-based order. For the
US, China’s growing economic and technology
prowess is a challenge to its global supremacy.
Washington has tried to contain Beijing through
tariffs and sanctions, but it has also worked at
engaging with it to ensure that a Russia-China axis,
which may include powers such as Iran, does not cut
into its influence. In this context, the Xi-Putin joint
statement is interesting for the point it makes about a
multipolar world of open alliances, driven by interests
rather than ideological themes such as democracy or
open markets. What must put India on guard is the
veiled reference to groupings such as the Quad in not-
SO-positive terms.

The proximity between Moscow and Beijing is of
particular interest to New Delhi because of its
dependence on Russia for defence needs, a legacy
issue it has tried to overcome by looking at new
partners and by self-reliance in armaments. The West
is wary of the bond between two aspiring hegemons
in the East, but India should equally be on its toes.

Char Dham pilgrimage
needs better oversight

ast week, the Uttarakhand government banned
LVIP darshan at the “char dhams” (four shrines at

Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath and Badrinath) in
the Himalayas in the wake of a huge influx of pilgrims.
In the first six days since the pilgrimage season —which
opens in May and lasts till late October-early November
—began, 3.3 lakh people have visited these shrines.
State authorities have said that over 2.6 million people
have so far registered to undertake the pilgrimage,
double the number of registrations at this time last year.

These mountain shrines, located in river valleys at
altitudes above 10,000 feet, are not equipped to deal
with such a large number of visitors. The 2013 floods
that claimed about 6,000 lives and wreaked havoc in the
Mandakini valley in Kedarnath revealed the dangers of
overcrowding in this ecologically fragile region. The rise
in religiosity and a push from the state to promote
religious tourism has created an unmanageable
situation that is disastrous for the local environment.
These dhams are located near the sources of the
Yamuna and the Ganga. The heavy footfall and the
waste produced as a result have a direct impact on the
health of these rivers. The promotion of religious
tourism has resulted in a demand for wider roads,
construction, and a steep rise in vehicles. The climate
crisis has been disastrous for the Himalayas, as seen in
the spike in landslides, flash floods and forest fires.
Excessive human intervention will accentuate the crisis.
The char dhams were meant to be small padavs

(stations), catering to a tiny stream of pilgrims who
brave the inclement weather and risk the trek up the
rugged mountain. While the pilgrim traffic mayaid the
local economy in the short run, these can't be scaled up
to match religious centres such as Varanasi or
Rameswaram. It is time the yatra is better regulated and
mass tourism actively discouraged.

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Politicians need to stop &
vitiating the poll debate sk

Divisive and poisonous
campaigning has long-
term consequences. The
Election Commission
needs to step in

ith the conclusion
of the fourth
phase of polling
for the general
elections, the
results of nearly
70% of the constituencies lie sealed
in electronic voting machines
(EVMs). Against this backdrop, most
people are likely to have observed a
shift in the rhetoric of the nation’s
political figures leading up to the
fifth phase on Monday: Bitternessin
their discourse is peaking, with fresh
claims and promises as attention
turns to the remaining 30% of seats.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its allies are making big claims,
of having won the elections already,
and say that they are swiftly
approaching the target of 400 seats
set by Prime Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi. In response, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and Samaj-
wadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
addressed journalists in Lucknow
last week, and claimed that it is the

BJP that has lost the elections and
that the Opposition has seen a signif-
icant increase in its seats in all
phases. Modi has talked about
dedicating his third term to the
country’s quick advancement, but
he has also targeted Pakistan.
At a public meeting in Bihar, he
said: “Ham Pakistan ko choodiyaan
pahana denge (We will make Pakistan
wear bangles)”. Meanwhile, home
minister Amit Shah has reiterated
his determination to make PoK (Pak-
occupied Kashmir) part of India
again.

This is the first time Modi and
Shah have used such strong words in
public fora. Previously, perhaps due
to international pressure, such
things were served up prudently in
sugar-coated words.

Kharge, on behalf of the INDIA
bloc, has promised to double free
grain distribution (to 800 million
people) to 10 kg and increase the job
reservation limit beyond 50%. Are
these possible? When I asked a sen-
ior Congressman about this, he used
Brazil as an example. He claimed
that “freebies” have had outstanding
outcomes in Brazil, and argued that
there is no harm in attempting simi-
lar experiments in India.

Mamata Banerjee, who took the
lead from the Congress in West Ben-

gal, hasalso altered her tone. Until a
few days ago, she had reduced the
Congress to less than 40 seats at the
national level. Now she argues that
the INDIA bloc will get 300 seats
nationwide and that her party, the
Trinamool Congress, will support it
from the outside to form a govern-
ment.

What sort of game are they play-
ing?

Meanwhile, divisive and poison-
ous terms such as temple, mosque,
Hindu, Muslim, kabristan-shamshan
(graveyard - cremation ground),
Aurangzeb, colour, and caste are
dominating the discourse, creating
bitterness. Our politicians do not
realise politics based on caste, reli-
gion, region, language, or sect, played
consciously or otherwise, poisons the
minds of future generations. What
happened in Punjabin the 1970s and
1980s, and in Kashmir during the two
decades that followed, are horrible
examples of this. This lethal
sequence must be stopped immedi-
ately.

I'm not questioning the Election
Commission’s motives or its machin-
ery here, but why doesn’t the Com-
mission, which is supposed to be
neutral, double down to prevent this?
In a growing and healthy democracy,
a variety of issues will arise that can't

Terms such as Hindu, Muslim, colour, and caste are dominating the
discourse, creating bitterness among the people AFP

always be ignored.

There is another crucial question.
How can some of our politicians
speak so irresponsibly?

I want to tell such politicians a
story. Last year, while I was tracking
developments in Kashmir Valley in
the wake of the repeal of Article 370,
[ met a man with a paralysed leg who
was struggling to walk even with the
help of a stick and his brother by his
side. Terrorists had shot at his legs
multiple times for voting in the dis-
trict panchayat elections. He said the
terrorists had warned residents of his
village against voting, but he ignored
the warning, thinking it was just
bluster. The third day after he voted
he faced the attack.

[f you are wondering why terror-
ists had not killed him, it was
because they intended to use him as
a living example of what voting at
elections “sponsored by India”
entailed. But such elements have
failed in the current elections, and
the enthusiasm the Valley's inhabit-
ants have shown in the fourth round
is a slap in the face of terrorism spon-

sored from across the border. (Srina-
gar, which voted in the fourth phase,
recorded a turnout of 36%, which is
the highest since 1996, when 41%
polling was reported. To put the fig-
ures in perspective, the polling in the
2019 general elections in the constit-
uency was as low as 14.4%.)

Such cases are not exclusive to
Kashmir. There are dozens of such
people in the secluded areas of
India’s northeastern states and the
Naxal-affected districts of Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand, and Maharashtra.
They have made great sacrifices to
reinforce the foundations of democ-
racy. I'd also like to remind you of the
families of deceased personnel of the
armed forces who never hesitated in
sending their loved ones to sacrifice
their lives to protect the country and
its law and order. Who says our
democracy can survive without such
efforts? How come our politicians
forget this so easily?

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief,
Hindustan. The views expressed
are personal

In Odisha, progress up
against pride in elections

he first of the four rounds of elections in

Odisha ended on May 13 (the fourth

phase of the general elections) and the

second round will be held today. Far
from Delhi and away from the mainstream
noises, elections in this coastal state assume
critical significance for two reasons. One, Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) supremo Naveen Patnaik,
who has been ruling the state for a record five
terms, is facing the most critical elections of his
very distinguished political career spanning
three decades. Odisha, under his long tenure,
has witnessed a dramatic rise — from being
among the BIMARUO (laggards) to becoming
what noted economist and director general of
the National Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) Poonam Gupta calls a
“breakout state”. But there are visible signs of
anti-incumbency and clouds of doubt over his
chosen successor. Second, there is an insurgent
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) largely aided by
Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi's popular-
ity. The state BJP leaders are rely-
ing heavily on Modi's strong
appeal to topple the BJD. What
makes the BJP ambitious is the
lacklustre presence of the once for-

keep the state BJP leadership in check.

However, after the BJP achieved surprising
success in the 2019 elections, with a record haul
in the Lok Sabha (winning eight seats com-
pared to one in 2014, and the vote share for the
Lok Sabha jumping to 38.8% in 2019 from 32.4%
in 2014), it saw a chance to further improve its
previous tally. That's the precise reason why it
nipped the alliance proposal from the BJD in
the bud. Most key BJP leaders including Modi,
AmitShah,and Rajnath Singh have been mak-
ing frequent trips to the state apart from
launching broadsides against the BJD and Pat-
naik.

Forall these years, the BJD ran an energetic
campaign on the back of strong performance
and Patnaik’s famed political management
skills. From constituency micro-survey to care-
ful candidate selection to beat anti-incumbency,
the BJD had created an enviable election model
that promoted meritocracy and new ideas. It
built a huge youth base and brilliantly tapped
women voters through Self Help
Groups (SHGs) schemes (under
Mission Shakti). Come 2024, most
of these tools look rusty. There are
complaints of widespread abuse

midable Congress party. in the selection of candidates for

With an electorate size of 3.29 Niran Assembly and Lok Sabha tickets
crore, the state’s 21 Lok Sabha and iranjan (inclusion of many turmncoats and
147 Assembly seats are up for Sahoo multiple members of the same

grabs. Although the mineral-rich

families).

state experienced huge political
and economic upheavals in the
1990s — culminating in embar-
rassing helplessness during the
super cyclone in 1999 —Patnaik’s
long stint that began in 2000 has
provided political stability and an
impressive economic transforma-
tion. A state that used to catch the

Durgamadhab
Mishra

However, at the centre of the
BJD’s current turmoil is the issue
of outsider versus Odia ashmita
(Odia pride/self-respect). These
issues have picked up largely due
to the phenomenal rise of VK Pan-
dian, Patnaik’s former private sec-
retary and someone who has been
calling the shots in government

national limelight often for wrong
reasons, particularly with frequent hunger
deaths and natural disasters, has made signifi-
cant progress on most development indicators.
Not only is the state producing sustained high
growth under Patnaik’s more than two-decade
stint, but it is also among a handful of states to
have achieved a revenue-surplus status. Signifi-
cantly, under the Patnaik administration, Odi-
sha has moved from being a natural-disaster
vulnerable state to being one with a world-class
disaster management model.

Patnaik was brought into Odisha politics in
mid-1990s after the death of his father, the illus-
trious Biju Patnaik, and was seen as a novice
who had never lived in the state and did not
know its language let alone groomed for the
role thrust on him. But, within no time, he
deftly picked up political skills not only to out-
smart competition from his rivals and BJD
kingmakers alike, he transformed the party
into an election-winning machine in less than
a decade. What helped him to stay on the top of
political narratives for so long are his low-pro-
file attitude and a non-confrontational
approach with successive central governments.
Although he ended the BJD’s alliance with the
BJP over communal riotsin the state’s Kandha-
mal district, he was not shy of building a
healthy relationship with the Modi government
since 2014. This pragmatism not only helped
his party and the state government avoid politi-
cal machinations that other Opposition-ruled
states have been subjected to by the ruling dis-
pensation, but he was also able to extract major
benefits for the state in political bargains with
the Centre. The long bonhomie could be seen in
the BJD supporting many controversial bills of
the Modi government in the Rajya Sabha.
Importantly, this strategy also helped him to

and the party. With speculation
growing over him becoming Patnaik’s political
successor, this Tamil-Nadu-born IAS officer has
hugely polarised the election and state politics.
In fact, much of the Opposition’s core is not
about the government’s performances all these
years, but over the issue of an outsider playing
an outsized role (with even Modi calling for
protecting Odisha from the outsider) while at
the same time painting Patnaik as a helpless
patriarch. The Opposition’s strong and vitriolic
attacks on Odia ashmita and Pandian’s near
control of the party and its campaigns have not
gone down well with core supporters and can-
didates. While Patnaik and senior leaders are
putting up a spirited defence and appealing to
supporters not to get swayed by the criticism,
there are palpable anxieties in the BJD camp.

The 2024 elections outcome has clear ramifi-
cations for Pamaik’s 24-year legacy and the sur-
vival of the BJD as a strong regional outfit. A
major hope for the BJD is Patnaik’s continued
goodwill among voters and the BJP's lack of a
chief ministerial face who can match Patnaik’s
stature. Even though the Modi factor and the
BJP'senergetic campaign are likely to help the
party to improve its existing tally in the Lok
Sabha, winning the Assembly notwithstanding
the Pandian factor would still be a tall order.
This is because of split voting — the same voters
who vote for the BJP in Lok Sabha are likely to
vote for the BJD in assembly seats. The proof is
that while the BJP secured a record eight Lok
Sabha seats last time, when it came to the
Assembly, it won just 23.

Niranjan Sahoo is senior fellow, Observer
Research Foundation, New Delhi, and
Durgamadhab Mishrais editor, Odisha Pulse.
The views expressed are personal

- BENNY GANTZ
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If you put the national over
personal, we will be partners in

the struggle. But if you choose
the path of fanatics ... we will be % “#&%
forced to quit the government
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What the rejig in Kremlin
means for ties with Delhi

ithin days of assuming the office

of President of the Russian Feder-

ation for the fifth time, Vladimir

Putin has made sweeping
changes in the Kremlin’s elite power struc-
ture. The headlines everywhere (India
included), underscored the relegation of
defence minister, Sergei Shoigu, to the post of
secretary of the Russian Federation Security
Council (elsewhere known as the National
Security Advisor).

The change in the portfolio of Shoigu was
not unanticipated. As early as the middle of
2022, within months of Russia’s “special mili-
tary operation in Ukraine”, there was intense
speculation that some heads would roll for the
failure to achieve a swilt victory. Later, in
2023, the head of the Wagner Group, Yevgeny
Prighozhin, publicly criticised Shoigu for the
debacle in Ukraine, and called for his removal.
By all accounts, Putin had stayed his

hand then. After all, Shoigu had been i

at Putin’s side since 2012 as defence
minister, including during the criti-
cal takeover of Crimea in 2014, and
the military intervention in Syria in

Patrushev relates to his original area of
expertise. Patrushev graduated from the Len-
ingrad Shipbuilding Institute in 1974 and had
worked as an engineer in the institute’s ship-
building design bureau before the KGB
recruited him.

Patrushev rose to the highest echelons of
power as part of a conservative pushback in
2008. In 2007, Putin had publicly declared at
the Munich Security Conference that Russia’s
quest for equality with the West was being
consistently rebuffed and its red lines were not
being respected. As a hardliner, Patrushev
played a major part in the direction that Rus-
sia took after 2008, including Moscow’s mili-
tary interventions in Georgia in 2008, Crimea
(2014,) Syria (2015), and more recently,
Ukraine (2022).

By giving him an official post in the Krem-
lin, albeit one of diminished stature, Putin has
eased Patrushev’s exit, letting him
retain certain perks and privileges
during the transition. Notably,
Patrushev's son, Dmitry Patrushev,
the minister of agriculture, has been
promoted to deputy prime minister
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2015. Moreover, Shoigu had distin- i a as part of the same reshuffle. This
guished himself as minister, the hi suggests a bargain between
emergency situations ministry, a Chinoy Patrushev and Putin as the former

post he had occupied from 1994 till
2012. It was widely believed that
Putin and Shoigu enjoyed a good rapport —
the two men had even vacationed together in
the outdoors of Russia’s Far East in 2021.

Recently, however, there were some straws
in the wind about Shoigu’s impending depar-
ture as defence minister. On April 24, Shoigu’s
trusted deputy, Timur Ivanov, was arrested on
graft charges. It was common knowledge that
Ivanov was Shoigu’'s handpicked aide in the
defence ministry. When Timur fell on his
sword, the writing was on the wall for Shoigu.

In his new avatar, Shoigu replaces Nikolai
Patrushev, the long-serving security czar in
the Kremlin. More than the news of Shoigu's
departure, it is Patrushev’s quasi-retirement to
a much less important post of supervising the
shipbuilding industry that merits attention.
While Patrushev ostensibly remains a presi-
dential aide in the Kremlin, there is little doubt
that he has effectively been retired, notwith-
standing his long-standing relationship with
Putin forged in their time together in St Peters-
burg. Their careers had overlapped, and
Patrushev had even stepped into Putin's shoes
as director of FSB when the latter became the
prime minister in 1999. Both men started in
the KGB, which was renamed as FSB after the
collapse of the Soviet Union.

Interestingly, the new assignment given to

walks away into the sunset.

Patrushev will certainly be missed
by the Indian establishment. He was a fre-
quent and familiar high-level interlocutor for
New Delhi: Over the years, he engaged several
Indian national security advisors, starting
with MK Narayanan and ending with the cur-
rent incumbent, Ajit Doval. Shoigu can be
expected to follow his predecessor’s line on
deepening the strategic partnership with
India. Like Patrushev, he too is a familiar fig-
ure for the defence establishment in Delhi.
Shoigu will also head the Federal Service for
Military-Technical Cooperation (FSVTS)
responsible for Russia’s defence engagements,
including with India.

Meanwhile, Andrei Belousov's appoint-
ment as the new defence minister is indicative
of the changing nature and unfolding scope of
the battle of attrition in Ukraine. The outcome
of the protracted war will depend on eco-
nomic endurance more than anything else. In
Belousov, Putin has roped in an economist-
cum-technocrat who might prove better at
juggling with the resources needed to sustain
the war without exacerbating the economic
distress.

The writer is the director general of the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.
The views expressed are personal
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Iran prez missing
atter suspected
helicopter crash

Officials say lives of
Raisi and foreign
minister ‘at risk’ after
helicopter reportedly
has hard landing in
wooded, hilly area

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

TEHRAN: A helicopter carrying
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
and his foreign minister crashed
on Sunday as it was crossing
mountain terrain in heavy fog,
an Iranian official told Reuters,
and rescuers were struggling to
reach the site of the incident.

The official said the lives of
Raisi and Foreign Minister Hoss-
ein Amirabdollahian were “at
risk following the helicopter
crash”, which happened on the
way back from a visit to the bor-
der with Azerbaijan in Iran’s
northwest.

“We are still hopeful but infor-
mation coming from the crash
site is very concerning,” said the
official, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Iranian state media said bad
weather was the cause of the
crash and was complicating res-
cue efforts. The chief of staff of
Iran’s army ordered all the
resources of the army and the
elite Revolutionary Guard to be
put to use in search and rescue
operations.

“It is dark and it has started
raining, but the search contin-
ues. Rescue teams have reached
the area ... however, the rain has
created mud, making the search
difficult,” a local reporter told
state TV.

State TV had earlier stopped
all its regular programming to
show prayers being held for
Raisi across the countryand, ina
corner of the screen, live cover-
age of rescue teams deployed on
foot in the mountainous area in
heavy fog.

The rescue teams were
expected to reach the probable

China to probe
anti-dumping of
EU, US chemicals
RIYADH: China’s
commerce ministry on
Sunday said it had
launched an anti-
dumping investigation
into imports of an
important engineering
chemical from the
European Union, the
US, Taiwan and Japan.
Beijing said it would
probe imports of
polyoxymethylene
copolymer, a
thermoplastic used in
everything from
phones, car parts, and
medical equipment.
The investigation will
take a year. AFP

Dominican
Republic voters

head to prez polls
SANTO DOMINGO:
Dominican Republic
voters headed to the
polls on Sunday to elect
the next president and
parliament members,
in araceseen as a
referendum on popular
incumbent and anti-
corruption advocate,
Luis Abinader. His
tough stance on Haiti
has boosted his support
over his main
opponents.

Nepal PM
confident in

confidence vote
KATHMANDU: Nepal
Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ has exuded
confidence that he
would win the trust
vote in the House of
Representatives on
Monday, days after a
coalition partner
withdrew its support
for his government.
Prachanda, 69, a
former guerilla leader,
belongs to Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist
Centre). PTI

REUTERS

The helicopter carrying Iranian Presment Ehrahlm Raisi takes
offat the Iranian border with Azerbaijan, on Sunday. AP

REUTERS

Ebrahim Raisi.

site of the crash later on Sunday
evening.

Successor to Khamenei
The crash comes at a time of
growing dissent within Iran over
an array of political, social and
economic crises.

Iran’s clerical rulers face
international pressure over Teh-
ran’s disputed nuclear pro-
gramme and its deepening mili-
tary ties with Russia during the
war in Ukraine. Since Iran’'s ally
Hamas attacked Israel on Octo-
ber 7 provoking Israel’s assault
on Gaza, conflagrations involv-
ing Iran-aligned groups have
erupted throughout the Middle
East.

Raisi, 63, was elected presi-

dent in 2021, and since taking
office has ordered a tightening of
morality laws, overseen a bloody
crackdown on anti-government
protests and pushed hard in
nuclear talks with world powers.

In Iran’s dual political system,
split between the clerical estab-
lishment and the government, it
is Raisi's 85-year-old mentor
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
supreme leader since 1989, who
has the final say on all major pol-
icies.

For years, Raisi has been seen
as a strong contender to succeed
Khamenei, who supports his
main policies. Raisi’s 2021 elec-
tion victory consolidated power
under hardliners, following
eight years of pragmatist Hassan
Rouhani’s presidency and a
nuclear deal with Washington.

However, Raisi’'s standing
may have been dented by wide-
spread protests against clerical
rule and a failure to turn around
Iran’s economy, hamstrung by
Western sanctions.

Raisi had been at the Azerbai-
jani border on Sunday to inaugu-
rate the Qiz-Qalasi Dam, a joint
project.

Azerbaijan’s President Ilham
Aliyev, who said he had bid a
“friendly farewell” to Raisi ear-
lier in the day, offered assistance
in the rescue.

t IMRAN KHAN TOSHAKHANA CASE }

New allegations levelled
against ex-Pakistan PM

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's account-
ability watchdog has levelled
fresh corruption allegations
against jailed former prime min-
ister Imran Khan, accusing him
of “illegally” possessing and sell-
ing seven high-value watches
and 10 other precious gifts linked
to the state gift repository when
he was in power, media reports
said on Sunday. The National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
launched an inquiry against the
71-year-old Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTT) founder Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi over the alleged
misuse of the Toshakhana -- the
state gift repository, The Express
Tribune newspaper reported.
The beleaguered former first
couple has been convicted in
earlier Toshakhana corruption
cases as well. In January, Khan

Former Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan  REUTERS
and Bushra were sentenced to 14
years in jail each by an accounta-
bility court for alleged corrup-
tion in state gifts they got from
the state repository. The sen-
tence was later suspended by the
Islamabad High Court.

The previous Toshakhana
graft case was filed by the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in the charges of hiring the
sale of state gifts.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak is facing a signifi-
cant backlash from within his
cabinet over plans to abolish a
graduate visa scheme that cur-
rently allows overseas students
to live and work in the country
for up to two years post-gradua-
tion.

The proposal, pushed by some
right-wing members of the Con-
servative Party, aims to tighten
immigration control ahead of
the upcoming general election,
The Guardian reported.

Downing Street is reportedly
considering restricting or ending
the graduate visa scheme, which
some party members argue
could be exploited as a backdoor
entry into the UK.

The pressure to act tough on
immigration is heightened by
the imminent release of the lat-
est quarterly immigration fig-
ures, which are expected to
show continued high numbers.

However, the proposal has
met strong opposition from sev-
eral key cabinet ministers,
including Education Secretary
Gillian Keegan, Chancellor Jer-
emy Hunt, and Foreign Secretary
David Cameron.

These ministers argue that
scrapping the scheme could
severely harm universities, local
economies, and the UK's ability
to attract international talent.

“Her job is to support the
higher education sector, which
benefits from international stu-
dents coming to this country,” a
government insider said of Kee-
gan's stance.,

Similarly, sources indicated
that Hunt opposes any move det-
rimental to the economy, includ-
ing broad bans on international
student visas.

Lord Cameron is also against
limiting international student
numbers, which could further
damage relationships with over-
seas universities, especially fol-
lowing the UK’s exit from the EU
and the Erasmus programme.

Y b

Britain's Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak. AFP

Sunak finds himself caught
between the demands of right-
wing party members and Con-
servative moderates concerned
about the potential negative
impact on the party's reputation
and electoral prospects.

Pressure has mounted from
potential future leadership con-
tenders like former Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman and Tory
MP Neil O'Brien, who co-au-

thored a report advocating for
the abolition of the graduate visa
route.

Earlier this year, the govern-
ment introduced tighter regula-
tions preventing international
students from bringing family
members unless enrolled in
postgraduate research or gov-
ernment-funded scholarship
courses. This change has already
led to a decline in numbers. Uni-
versity leaders warn that further
restrictions would be detrimen-
tal.

Dr. Michael Spence, president
of University College London,
described the move as "an
extraordinary act of national
self-harm,” emphasising the £37
billion economic benefit that
international students bring to
the UK annually.

“A single cohort of interna-
tional students brings £37bn of
economic benefit to the UK and
this is directly felt by local busi-
nesses and communities in
towns and cities in every part of
the country,” he said, highlight-

Sunak faces cabinet revolt over visa plans

ing the broader value of these
students, who enrich the UK’s
cultural and intellectual land-
scape.

Surveys show public worry
over fewer international stu-
dents. According to Survation,
50% believe this leads to higher
fees, reduced diversity, eco-
nomic downturns, and fewer
courses. Dr. Tim Bradshaw, chief
executive of the Russell Group of
universities, echoed these senti-
ments, stating that the British
public appreciates the value of
international students and
largely opposes reducing their
numbers. He warned that fur-
ther curbs would misjudge pub-
lic opinion and hinder economic
growth. The government’s inde-
pendent Migration Advisory
Committee recently reported “no
evidence” of abuse of the gradu-
ate visa scheme, further ques-
tioning the necessity of such
drastic measures.

There are also concerns about
the potential impact on the gov-
ernment’s levelling-up agenda.

Slovak Prime Minister Robert

Fico.

SLOVAK PM'S
HEALTH SERIOUS
BUT PROGNOSIS
POSITIVE AFTER
GUNSHOTS

Associated Press
letters@ hindustantimes.com

BANSKA: Slovakia’s populist
prime minister, Robert Fico,
remained in serious condition
on Sunday but has been given a
positive prognosis four days
after he was shot multiple times
in an assassination attempt that
has sent shockwaves across the
deeply polarised European
Union nation, the defence minis-
ter said.

“The worst of what we feared
has passed, at least for the
moment. But his condition
remains serious,” Robert
Kalinak told reporters outside
the hospital where Fico is being
treated. “His condition is stable
with a positive prognosis.”

Kalinak added that the hospi-
tal treating the Slovak leader in
Banska Bystrica, a former coal
mining town of 16,000 situated
29 kilometres from where Fico
was attacked, will continue to
issue updates on his health sta-
tus.

On Sunday afternoon, Kalinak
revealed new details about the
ongoing investigation saying
there may have been a “third
party” involved in “acting for the
benefit of the perpetrator”, in
what was previously described
by the authorities as a “lone
wolf” attack. The official did not
provide additional details.

“The situation is turning out
to be even worse than we
expected,” Kalinak said.

Milan Urbani, deputy director
of the hospital, told reporters,
“based on the doctors’ morning
consultation, we can conclude
that the patient is currently out
of a life-threatening condition.

His condition remains very
serious, and he needs a long time
to rest to recover. We firmly
believe that everything will go in
a good direction.”

REUTERS

Palestinians carry the body of a person killed in an Israeli strike on a house, amid the ongoing conflict betweenIsrael and the
Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, in Jabalia refugee camp in the northern Gaza Strip, on Saturday.

Israeli airstrike kills 31 in central
Gaza; Sullivan meets Netanyahu

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

RAFAH: An Israeli strike killed 31
people in central Gaza on Sun-
day, the Palestinian territory’s
civil defence agency said, as US
National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan visited for talks on the
conflict.

Israeli troops have moved in
on the Gaza Strip’s far-southern
city of Rafah, which the army
describes as the last Hamas
stronghold and where the US
says 800,000 civilians have been
newly displaced by the fighting.

Hamas's armed wing, the
Ezzedine Al-Qassam Brigades,
said it was targeting Israeli for-
ces stationed at Rafah crossing --
a vital conduit for humanitarian
aid that is now closed -- with
mortar shells.

Israel has also fought and
bombed resurgent Hamas forces
in northern and central areas of
the coastal territory previously
considered to be under army
control, sparking US warnings
that it could become mired in a
lengthy counterinsurgency cam-
paign.

In the latest aerial bombard-

Palestinians climb onto trucks to grab aid that was delivered into

Gaza through a US-built pier, on Saturday.

ment overnight, Gaza's civil
defence agency said an Israeli
strike killed 31 people and
wounded 20 in a home in the
central Nuseirat refugee camp.
Israel’s military, which on
Sunday reported its aircraft had
“struck dozens of terror targets”
over the past 24 hours, said it
was checking the reports.
Witness Yasser Abu Oula told
AFP an entire residential com-

REUTERS

plex “was destroyed” and “there
are still bodies under the rub-
ble”. Israel's Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has vowed to
keep fighting Hamas in Gaza,
following its October 7 attack
that sparked the war, until the
Iran-backed Islamist group is
defeated and all remaining hos-
tages are released.

But he has faced intense oppo-
sition and calls to announce a

REUTERS

plan for Gaza’s post-war govern-
ance -- from top ally Washington
and from mass street protests,
and now also from members of
his war cabinet.

Centrist politician Benny
Gantz threatened on Saturday to
quit the governing hard-right
coalition unless Netanyahu
approves a post-war “action
plan” by June 8.

Amid the political turmoil,
Sullivan was to meet his Israeli
counterpart Tzachi Hanegbi and
Netanyahu for talks on the bru-
tal Gaza conflict and post-war
scenarios, after earlier meeting
Saudi de facto ruler Prince
Mohammed bin Salman in the
kingdom.

Gantz demanded steps to
defeat Hamas, to bring home the
hostages, and towards the for-
mation of an “American, Euro-
pean, Arab and Palestinian
administration that will manage
civilian affairs in the Gaza Strip”.

However, Netanyahu dis-
missed Gantz's comments as
“washed-up words”, saying they
would lead to “a defeat for
Israel” and “the establishment of
a Palestinian state”, which he
fiercely opposes.

{

JELI } THE TALIBAN-LED GOVERNMENT IS LEAST PREPARED TO TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS

Flash ﬂoods due to heavy rains in Ajghanistan Kill at least 84 people

Afghan men collect their belongings from their damaged homes
after heavy flooding in Ghor province, on Saturday. AP

Associated Press
letters@ hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: More heavy rains in
Afghanistan have triggered flash
floods, raising the death toll to
84 in the country’'s north follow-
ing weeks of devastating torrents
that had already left hundreds
dead and missing, a Taliban
spokesman said on Sunday.
The new round of heavy rains
and floods hit four districts in
Faryab province on Saturday
night, leaving 66 dead, five
injured and eight missing.
Another person had died in
floods on Friday, said Esmatu-
llah Moradi, spokesman for the
provincial governor in Faryab.
Moradi said that around 1,500
houses were either completely
or partially destroyed while hun-
dreds of hectares of farmlands
were washed away and more
than 300 animals were killed.
Afghanistan has been wit-

nessing unusually heavy sea-
sonal rains.

In the hard-hit western prov-
ince of Ghor, 50 people were
reported dead from Friday’s
floods, according to Abdul
Wahid Hamas, spokesman for
the provincial governor.

The UN food agency said Ghor
was the most affected by the
floods.

Last week, the World Food
Program reported that excep-
tionally heavy rains in Afghani-
stan have caused widespread
devastation, resulting in the
deaths of more than 300 people.

The relentless downpours
have wreaked havoc across vari-
ous regions, with the northern
province of Baghlan being par-
ticularly hard hit.

In Baghlan alone, thousands
of houses have been destroyed,
displacing countless families
and leaving them without shel-
ter.

Survivors have also been left
with no source of livelihood,
WEP said, adding that most of
Baghlan was inaccessible by
trucks for aid delivery.

Taliban officials have warned
the tolls would go up in regions
impacted by flooding, as
destroyed infrastructure ham-
pered aid delivery and efforts to
find the missing.

The latest disaster came on
the heels of devastating floods
that killed at least 70 people in
April.

The waters also destroyed
about 2,000 homes, three
mosques and four schools in
western Farah and Herat, and
southern Zabul and Kandahar
provinces. The rains come after
a prolonged drought in Afghani-
stan, a country that has strug-
gled with severe water shortages
for months and is one of the least
prepared nations to tackle cli-
mate change impacts.

US man suspected of
shooting his 6-month
old son dies by suicide

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

SURPRISE: A man suspected of
shooting his 6-month-old son
multiple times after taking the
boy and his mother hostage was
found dead of an apparent self-
inflicted gunshot wound in the
rubble of a suburban Phoenix
home that caught fire during a
SWAT standoff, police said on
Saturday. The boy was reported
in critical but stable condition
at a local hospital on Saturday,
Surprise police said in a state-
ment. They said earlier his inju-
ries suffered the day before
were not believed to be life-
threatening.

Officers went to the home in
the city of Surprise northwest of
Phoenix in response to an emer-

gency call around 1I:30 am
(local time) on Friday from a
woman who said she and her
baby had been held captive
there since 3 am by the child’s
father, police said.

The mother escaped with
minor injuries and called 911
with a cellphone she said she
borrowed {rom a nearby con-
struction crew. Police heard
gunfire from inside the house as
they arrived, Surprise Police Sgt.
Rick Hernandez said. They
entered and found the baby
with multiple gunshot wounds
but did not see the father. They
retrieved the child and
retreated. The dead man, iden-
tified on Saturday as 51-year-old
Todd Christopher Marchetti,
had repeatedly refused to peace-
fully surrender.
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ST Council plans to hear

aming

Officials examining
their request for relief
from tax notices
totalling .12 lakh cr

Gireesh Chandra Prasad

gireesh.p@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Online gaming com-
panies received a big blow last
year, when the government
issued notices for over 21 lakh
crore in tax from their earlier
earnings. While the matter has
ended up in the Supreme Court,
the federal indirect taxes body
GST (goods and services tax )
Council now plans to consider
the impact of the tax demand on
the industry’'s viability, two peo-
ple aware of the matter said.
Central and state GST officials
are examining the grievances of
online gaming companies and
their request for relief from the
tax notices issued for the period
till October 2023, totalling over
21.12 lakh crore, across 71 cases,
the people said on the condition
of anonymity. Under GST laws,
penalty can match the tax speci-
fied in the notice, which could
increase the tax claim further.
“Officials are examining the
plea made by online gaming
companies about the tax notices.
It will be considered by the GST

Under GST laws, penalty can match the tax specified in the
notice, which could increase the tax claim further.

Council at its next meeting,
which could either be at the end
of June or early July,” said one of
the two persons cited above. The
person said “some discussions”
are going on, but declined to
describe it as a “relief to the
industry” yet.

Until last year, the law did not
specify tax rates on online gam-
ing, and companies used to pay
18% GST on the platform fee or
commission (which ranges from
5-20% of the deposits). On 1 Octo-
ber 2023, the GST Council set
28% tax on the full face value of
deposits, which was followed by
tax demands on previous earn-
ings by the gaming companies.
While the companies have chal-
lenged it in court, finance minis-
try officials have earlier said that

the government's claim to
money—actionable claim in tax
parlance—was always 28% tax
on the full deposit amount. Since
the government holds this view,
giving relief on the tax demand
would require a strong rationale.

Queries emailed to a spokes-
person for the finance ministry
and the GST Secretariat on
Thursday seeking comments
remained unanswered till pub-
lishing.

An executive from a leading
online gaming firm said the
industry’s complaint was about
the tax notices for the pre-Octo-
ber 2023 period and not about
the new regime, which they are
complying with. The executive
cited an industry plea before tax
officials stating online gaming

firms’ grievances

companies are a platform, and
there is no actionable claim, and
that actionable claim can be at
most between the players. The
executive also said that GST has
been “duly paid and returns
were filed” and that the tax
authority decided to take action
after five years of GST imple-
mentation. “This will shut down
the industry as the demands are
higher than the revenues for the
last five years,” the executive
said, requesting not to be named
as the matter was sub-judice.

According to experts, online
gaming platforms always
believed that until 1 October,
GST was neither payable on the
entire bet value for games
offered by them nor was the GST
rate at 28%.

“The tax demand in some of
the cases for the period prior to
October 2023 is significantly
higher than the revenues of
these gaming companies.
Besides, the government's reve-
nue from this sector has gone up
after the regime change in Octo-
ber 2023. In view of these cir-
cumstances, it may make sense
to evolve a solution on the tax
demands for the prior period
that is a win-win for the industry
and the government,” said
Abhishek Jain, partner and
national head of indirect tax at
KPMG in India.

Is your bank charging extra interest on loans?

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently warned banks and non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) against resorting to
“unfair practices” to extract extra interest on loans from borrowers. The RBI mentioned three unfair practices that banks
need to stop—charging interest from the date of sanction in place of disbursal; in the case of disbursal or repayment of
loans in a month, charging interest for the entire month rather than charging it only for the perioc for which the loan was
outstanding; and collecting one or more instalments in advance but reckoning the full loan amount for charging interest.

Compiled by Shipra Singh
shipra singh@livemint com

ESWAR KUMAR,
chartered
accountant,

Chennai

Home loan + home

improvement loan sanctioned:

October 2023

Disbursement:
HOME loan 18 days later

HOME improvement loan in

December 2023

Action taken

Paid nearly

¥47,000

extra in

interest since
date of
sanction &

(O Flagged it to relationship manager (RM) verbally; was
promised interest would be reversed.

RM is transferred to other branch; Kumar doesn't have
communication trail to show to the bank.

O Kumar plans to report the case to RBI.

i‘ The biggest mistake | committed was to not
take this up with the bank via emails. | will now

lodge a complaint with the RBI.

INTEREST charged
from date of
sanction and not
disbursement.

0
/0

INTEREST charged
from date of cheque
and not when
borrower receives it.

AT the time of loan
transfer, both banks charge
interest for the period
when the loan is processed.

NAVEEN AGRAWAL,
finance

professional,
Gurgaon

Home loan transfer case

ORIGINAL lender (transferor) charged

interest till funds from
the transferee bank were not
deposited.

TRANSFEREE bank charged interest
from the date of cheque and not

when cheque was encashed by
transferor bank

Action taken

Paid two
working days
Interest to

both the
banks for the |,
same loan 4

Raised with banks; both said charges are as per their

standard procedure.

(O Lodged complaint with RBI; yet to be resolved.

i

different banks.

Ways in which you may pay extra interest

The impact was around 3,000 only, but it's
surprising to see different practices adopted by

IN case of prepayment, interest
on reduced principle reflects from
subsequent month and not from
the date of prepayment.

BANK takes advance EMI, which
only comprises of principle, but
doesn't reduce it from oustanding
amount to calculate interest.

IF credit card bill is paid partially, interest is charged on full
bill amount, applicable taxes and other fees.

Graphic: Pranay Bhardwaj/Mint

Telcos to save T3k crin
interest after SC order

Gulveen Aulakh

gulveen.aulakh@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Telecom service pro-
viders, including Bharti Airtel,
Vodafone Idea and Tata Commu-
nications, are set to save about
3,000 crore following a
Supreme Court order released
on Sunday.

The apex court has waived the
interest levy on tax arising from
its October 2023 ruling that said
annual licence fees paid by telcos
would be treated as capex, which
are not tax deductible. The SC
had overturned a 2013 Delhi HC
ruling that had said licence fees
comprised revenue expenditure
and were not taxable.

While the tax will still have to
be paid, the interest component
on the tax has been waived by
the top court in its latest order.
That is significant, considering
that the interest portion would
have been higher than the tax
demand, since the tax outgo on
licence fee would be calculated
since 1999, when the new tele-
com policy was issued, execu-
tives aware of the details said.

“We have given our thought-

The apex court has waived the
interest levy on tax arising
from its Oct 2023 ruling.

MINT

ful consideration to the submis-
sions advanced at the Bar. We
find that since the judgment of
this Court is dated 16.10.2023,
and having regard to the Tele-
com Policy, which commenced
from the year 1999, the payment
of interest for the period for
which the tax demand is now to
be met in respect of these cases
stands waived,” Justices B.V. and
Ujjal Bhuyan said in the order
seen by Mint.

“This is a very good judge-
ment that would reduce interest
liability substantially for the
industry. A very welcome move
and a huge respite,” said Pra-

shant Singhal, EY’s global tele-
com, media and technology
leader for emerging markets.

According to estimates, the
interest would have been in the
range of ¥3,000-3,500 crore,
which would not be payable
now. Following the October 2023
order, telcos had made provi-
sions against the higher tax
outgo. Airtel had made an addi-
tional tax provision of ¥226.3
crore, Vodafone Idea provi-
sioned 820 crore and Tata Com-
munications provisioned around
1200 crore, as per the telcos’
quarterly reports.

“This is a welcome decision by
the Hon'ble Supreme Court,”
said S.P. Kochhar, director gen-
eral, Cellular Operators Associa-
tion of India, which represents
all carriers in the country.

The order also stated that the
order shall not be cited as a prec-
edent as it was passed on
account of peculiar facts of the
case and that appeals related to
the matter in all fora including
the HC, the income tax appellate
tribunal and others would keep
in mind this SC order, while dis-
posing of the appeals.

Sanjiv Puri is new CII president

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sanjiv Puri, chair-
man and managing director of
ITCLtd, is the new president of
the Confederation of Indian
Industry, the business associa-
tion said, He takes over from R
Dinesh, chairman of TVS Sup-
ply Chain Solutions, after the
lobby group’s national council
on Saturday elected office bear-
ers for 2024-25.

EY India chairman Rajiv
Memani has been elected as
president for the year, and Tata
Chemicals Ltd managing
director & CEO R Mukundan is
the new vice-president, ClI said
in a statement.

Besides leading cigarette
maker ITC that also has inter-
ests in FMCG, hotels, packaging
and agri business, Puri is also
chairman of ITC Infotech India

Sanjiv Puri, chairmanand
managing director,ITC.  p1

Ltd, its subsidiaries in the UK
and the US, and Surya Nepal
Private Ltd. He was conferred
with the Distinguished Alum-
nus Award of 2018 by the Indian
Institute of Technology, Kanpur.

Memani is a member of EY's
global management body as
chair of its global emerging
markets committee. He is an
advisor to large Indian compa-
nies, private equity funds and
multinational organizations,
principally advising them on

building confidence, mergers
and acquisitions, technology
and smart capital allocation
strategies.

Mukundan is an alumnus of
IIT Roorkee, fellow of the Indian
Chemical Society and an alum-
nus of the Harvard Business
School, During his 33 years
career with the Tata Group, he
has held responsibilities across
the chemical, automotive and
hospitality sectors.

CII is a non-government, not-
for-profit, industry led organisa-
tion, with around 9,000 mem-
bers from the private as well as
public sectors, including small
and medium enterprises and
multinational corporations. It
has 65 offices, including 10 cen-
tres of excellence, in India, and
eight overseas offices, as well as
institutional partnerships with
350 counterpart associations in
133 countries, it said.

KUMAR, PAITO
EXIT BYJU'S
PANEL AS LEGAL
CASES MOUNT

Gopika Gopakumar &
Varun Sood

gopika.g@htlive.com

MUMBAI/NEW DELHL In another
setback to embattled online
tutor Byju’s, Rajnish Kumar and
T.V. Mohandas Pai do not
intend to continue on the advi-
sory panel of its parent com-
pany, Think & Learn Pvt. Ltd,
after their one-year tenure ends
on 30 June.

Two executives aware of the
development said Kumar and
Pai, who joined the company
last year to advise founder Byju
Raveendran following a series
of board exits and financial
woes, have communicated their
decision to him.

Byju's had established the
advisory panel naming Kumar,
a former chairman of State
Bank of India (SBI), and Pai, a
former chief financial officer of
Infosys Ltd, as members to
assuage investors worried about
the company’s future as legal
cases mounted against it.

One of the executives cited
above said that Kumar and Pai
are snapping ties following the
company getting embroiled in
litigation. Byju’s is facing law-
suits both in India and in the US
from its creditors and key share-
holders, who want the founder
ousted.

The advisory panel's three
main focus areas were to get the
company to disclose its audited
financials and help Raveendran
rebuild the team. Better com-
munication with shareholders
was the third part.

On each of these aspects,
Byju's started well “but unfortu-
nately, the company got
embroiled in all kinds of litiga-
tion”, said the executive.

A second executive, also
speaking on the condition of
anonymity, said in addition to
the three areas, the advisory
panel also worked with Raveen-
dran to expand the board,
change the composition of the
board committee, and help
Byju’s settle debt with creditors.

An email sent to Byju's seek-
ing comment, and text messa-
ges sent to Kumar and Pai
remained unanswered till press
time.

'GDP GROWTH
RATE FOR FY24
LIKELY TO BE 7%’

Press Trust of India

feedback @livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India Ratings and
Research expects the country’s
GDP growth rate for the March
quarter at 6.7% and around
6.9-7% for the 2023-24 fiscal, its
principal economist Sunil
Kumar Sinha said.

The GDP numbers for the
fourth quarter (January-March
2024) and the provisional esti-
mates for the 2023-24 fiscal are
scheduled to be released by the
government on May 31.

The Indian economy grew
8.2% in the June quarter, 8.1% in
the September quarter and 8.4%

in the December quarter of

2023-24.

“We are expecting the fourth
quarter growth to be 6.7% and
the overall GDP growth for FY24
to be around 6.9-7%,” Sinha told
PTI Videos in an interview.

He said the growth rate in the
first two quarters benefited from
a low base, though the 8.4%
growth rate in the third (Octo-
ber-December 2023) quarter was
surprising. While the gross value
added (GVA) was 6.5% in the
third quarter, the GDP growth
rate stood at 8.4%. This wedge is
on account of higher taxes col-
lected during the quarter.

As Russian dlscounts dry up. refiners seek better terms

Utpal Bhaskar

utpal.b@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: With discounts on
Russian crude oil dwindling,
India, in a first such effort, has
brought together state-owned
and private oil refiners to jointly
negotiate for higher discounts
and better terms with Russian
suppliers, including Russia’s
largest oil company Rosneft
PJSC.

The government-led joint
sourcing strategy involves lever-
aging India’s position as the
world’s third-largest crude oil
buyer to get better discounts on
Russian oil, which have dropped
to about $3 per barrel from a
high of $10 earlier, said two peo-
ple aware of the development.

The calibrated strategy—
involving Indian Oil Corp. (I0C),
Bharat Petroleum Corp. Ltd
(BPCL), Hindustan Petroleum

alll

ROSNEFT

Indian refiners are looking to get Russian suppliers, including

Rosneft, to continue supplying oil at better discounts.

Corp. Ltd (HPCL), Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), and HPCL
Mittal Energy Ltd (HMEL)—may
help save on India’s significant
oil import bill, they said, request-
Ing anonymity.

Russia, facing sanctions by
the West over its Ukraine inva-
sion, is now India’s top supplier
of crude oil. The discounts Rus-
sia offered on its oil saved India

REUTERS

billions of dollars. But those dis-
counts have fallen in recent
months.

“The discount on Russian oil
is coming down. While the Rus-
sians are tough negotiators, we
have an advantage as we are
speaking to them as one,” one of
them said. "Our point is simple:
If they don't offer more dis-
counts to India as a market, then

we can look elsewhere. A lot of
oil is flowing.”

Energy security is key to India’
national security. It imports
more than 80% of the oil it
needs, and is vulnerable to any
increase in global prices, which
can stoke inflation and widen
the country’s trade deficit.

Spokespersons for India's
petroleum and natural gas min-
istry, IOC, BPCL, HPCL, HMEL,
and RIL did not reply to queries
emailed Friday afternoon.

“Currently we do not have the
information mentioned in your
enquiry,” a spokesperson for
Rosneft said in an emailed
response.

“However, we believe that the
commodity price should be
formed on market principles
rather than determined by indi-
vidual groups or organizations.”

India has been calling for a
global consensus on "responsi-
ble pricing”, which assumes sig-

nificance as the influential
Opec+ cartel, which includes
Russia, has been limiting its
crude supplies.

The Vienna-based Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries’ (Opec’s) crude-oil
production fell by 48,000 barrels
a day to 26.575 million barrels a
day in April, according to a WSJ
report. Opec and its allies have
extended their output cuts until
the end of June, which many
analysts expect could be
stretched to the second half of
2024 to boost prices, the report
added.

Data from India’s ministry of
commerce show the country
imported crude worth $46.48
billion from Russia in 2023-24,
about 50% higher than the $31.02
billion worth of crude imported
from that country in FY23.
India’s share of imports {rom
Russia was a third of its total oil
import bill in value terms.

CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS

1 Apprentices the boss sent out (8)
S Work in the music business (4)

10 Beginning a letter (7)

payment (6,6)
13 Missing sailor gets discharged (6)
14 Oddly enough, result in a glossy
appearance (6)

subsidence (12)

21 Aninspiration to entertain (5)

DOWN

1 Replacements for warships (4)
Seers? (12)

3
4
6 Former holy man (5)
7

mirrors (8)

more (5)
19 Inclination to be crooked (4)

II
Il

CRYPTIC

t THE CROSSWORDS }

9 Beautiful French girl sounding alarm (5)

M Assuming responsibility and accepting

17 Anticipating the collapse of store in

20 Noobject in bothering Melissa (7)

22 Show that one has a horn to turn to? (4)
23 Excite curiosity in street repairs (8)

2 Takes articles from a magazine? (7)
Double up for example in pain (6)

Erroneously delivers a description of

8 Lacking consent to value white magic (75)

12 Position of respect on the staff (4-4)

15 Drastic cut in the monastic establishment (7)
16 Hand down to father's next of kin (4,2)

18 He was known for loving capital: nothing

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTIONS (16863)

PUZZLE 16864 © Gemini Crosswords 2018 All rights reserved
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16
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QUICK CLUES

ACROSS

1 Transitory (8)

5 Reiterate (4)

9 Dexterous (5)

10 Enterprising (2-5)

13 An improvement (6)

14 Container for arrows (6)
17 Those in authority (6,4,2)
20 Clumsy mistake (7)

21 Make suitable (5)

22 Nervously anxious (4)
23 Of late (8)

11 Rejecting any persuasion (4,2 E-}

: DOWN
. 1 Needless commotion (4)
: 2 Plain(7)
i 3 Todupe (4,3,4)
: 4 Useless [2.4)
6 Asalad plant (5)
: 7 Usual (8)
8 Give arguments infavour (4,3,1.4)
12 Blameworthy (8)
: 15 Full of animation (7)
: 16 Die of hunger (6)
- 18 Extracted under pressure (5)
: 19 Remain (4)

{ SUDOKU }

DIFFICULTY LEVEL Wit i

QUICK

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.

{ WEATHER }
TEMPERATURE =HIGH =LOW

MONDAY
Heat wave

TUESDAY
Heat wave

44° | 28° | 45° | 28°

ALMANAC
Today is
20th May 2024
o 1 Dhul Qadah, 1445
« 27 Vaishakha, Shukla
Paksha, 12
» Samvat 2081
% Sunset: Monday
at 07:08 pm,
Sunrise: Tuesday

WEDNESDAY
Heat wave

at 0527 a.m

<) Moonrise: Monday
at 0417 pm,
Moonset: Tuesday
at 0345am.

45° | 28°c

TEMPERATURE IN
FOUR METROS

Delhi

44% | 28°c
Mumbai
33°% | 28°¢
Kolkata
37°c | 28%¢

Chennai
33°% | 27°%
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Abhishek propels SRH to
victory and second spot

The left-hander hits
66 as Sunrisers chase
down 215 vs Punjab;
Rajasthan finish third
after KKR clash is
called off due to rain

Somshuvra Laha

somshuvra laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: Rain in Guwahati
washed out Rajasthan Royals’
last IPL league match against
table toppers Kolkata Knight
Riders on Sunday, robbing the
Royals of a chance to reclaim the
second spot and consigning
them to a five-match winless
streak. KKR opted to bowl in a
seven-overs-per-side match at a
hurriedly taken toss after ground
staff managed to prepare the turf
for a very late start, but rain
returned to dash Royals’ hopes
of an opportunity to bag a win.

Splitting points left Royals
with 17 points, the same as Sun-
risers Hyderabad, but Abhishek
Sharma’s 28-ball 66 ensured
Hyderabad pipped Royals on net
run rate after chasing Punjab
Kings' 215 with five balls to spare
at home earlier in the day. This
means Kolkata Knight Riders —
whoare yet to realise the impact
of English opener Phil Salt's
World Cup departure with their
final two league matches being
abandoned — will square off
with Sunrisers Hyderabad in the
first Qualifier at Ahmedabad on
Tuesday. Loser of that match
will get another chance of reach-
ing the final when they play the
winners of Wednesday’s Elimi-
nator, featuring Royal Challen-
gers Bengaluru — who have
turned a corner after losing
seven out of their first eight
league matches — and Rajasthan
Royals.

Sunday started with Sunrisers
on 15 points, needing a win

against Punjab Kings and Rajast-
han Royals to lose against KKR
to cement their second position.
They were nearly granted that
wish. Bulk of the job was done by
the batters as usual. Choosing to
bat, Punjab Kings rode a 55-ball
97-run first-wicket partnership
between Prabhsimran Singh and
Atharva Taide to set up the
innings before Rilee Rossouw
ramped up the scoring with 49
off 24 balls. With Jitesh Sharma
providing the finishing touches
with a scintillating 15-ball 32,
Punjab Kings could have been
tempted into thinking they had
put up enough.

Arshdeep Singh then bol-
stered that belief by dismissing
Travis Head first ball of Hydera-
bad’s chase, getting the ball to
seam and take the top of oft-
stump. In came Rahul Tripathi,
who presented the full face of his
bat to a full inswinger and send
the ball screaming through

cover point for four. Another
four, this time guided over the
slip cordon before Tripathi

clouted Rishi Dhawan into the Qualifier1

KKR vs SRH

MAY 21, 7.30pm;
Ahmedabad

BCCl

stands and Sunrisers were well
and truly away despite the early
stutter.

Eliminator

RCBvsRR

MAY 22, 7.30pm;
Ahmedabad

Due a last bow at home before
the action moves to Ahmedabad
and Chennai, Sharma then
started wowing the Hyderabad
crowd with a stupendous show
of clean striking, Two short balls
given the right treatment by pull-
ing them over fine-leg for sixes,
Sharma then clattered a length
delivery over deep third man
boundary. Overall, Sharma hit
six sixes along with five fours to
put pressure back on the Punjab
bowlers.

Brief scores: PBKS 214/5
(Prabhsimran Singh 71; T
Natarajan 2/33). SRH 215/6 in 19.1
overs (Abhishek Sharma 66, H
Klaasen 42). SRH won by 4
wickets.

Qualifier 2

" 3 Raastanols(@)
4 Royal Challengers (Q) 14

5 Chennai Super Kings 14
6 Delhi Capitals 14

i'- I 7 Lucknow SuperGiants | 14

Loser of Qualifier 1vs
Winner of Eliminator

P

14

8 Gujarat Titans 14
9 Punjab Kings |w
10 Mumbai Indians 1!

9 |3 |18 |20
8 |5 |04u

7 7 loase

7 17 |o03%

1 |71 |-03m

7 171 |-0667

s | 7 11063

5 |3 0353

4 110 |-0318

MAY 24, 7.30pm;
Chennai

GT vs KKR, SRH vs GT, RR vs Eﬁﬂ“were abandoned due to rain

Ahead of Paris, Elavenil
rediscovers confidence

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick. mehta@htlive.com

BHOPAL: Elavenil Valarivan was
beaming at the conclusion of
shooting's Olympic selection
trials here on Sunday, greeting
and hugging people with a smile
as big as her score on the day.
Why wouldn't she, having just
shot 254.3 in the last final (it is
0.3 points above the world
record that wouldn’t count as
one) and finishing on top of a
competitive women's 10m air
rifle trials from where the top
two are meant to be handed
Paris Olympics spots.

There was, however, a bigger
reason behind it. “I'm just enjoy-
ing the sport right now,” she
said. “There are no longer days
where I'm not happy shooting.”

That, for the Tokyo Olympian
who rode through Indian shoot-
ing’s lowest ebb and has been
through as much of a roller-
coaster since, was the most
pleasing takeaway from the
month-long trials that has put
her on the doorsteps of her sec-
ond Games appearance, Elav-
enil, 24, has rekindled her joy of
shooting over the last few
months, the kind she felt when
she would win medals for fun as
a rising teen.

While most of India’s shooters
who lived through the Tokyo
nightmare in 2021 felt the high of
winning medals at last year’s
Asian Games, Elavenil didn't
even make it to the team.
Around the same time, though,
she pocketed a World Cup gold
in Rio for her first individual
World Cup medal in three years.
She then won the National
Championship in December and
the Jakarta Asian Champion-
ships silver in January to medal
at the tournament after five
years (she won gold in 2019).

Through this period of misses
and medals, Elavenil not only
found the joy of entering the
range again but also the desire to
keep learning,

“It's been eight years now
since I'm competing in this
sport. And every day that I go
into the range, there is some-
thing new that the game is teach-

Paris calling

K

The top two finishers in these rifle and pistol trials are
set for Paris Olympics spots, although squads will be
finalised after NRAI's selection committee meet:

10m air rifle
Sandeep Singh, Arjun
Babuta

50mrifle 3P
Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar, Swapnil Kusale

10m air pistol
Sarabjot Singh,
Arjun Singh Cheema

25m rapid fire
Anish, Vijayveer Sidhu

ing me lately. There were times
when | felt like I knew every-
thing, that there is nothing more
[ could learn. But every single
day since, I'm learning some-
thing new.

“The game took me to places
where it made me happy, sad,
frustrated...a lot of emotions
were involved. For the past four
months or so, [ feel like I've been
enjoying the game again. Even
here, after being through so
many emotions,” Elavenil said.

The trials, for which she
trained with a lot more intensity
in Chennai, were an acid test to
the influx of joy in her shooting.
She had to overcome a poor first
qualification round — she fin-
ished last —and fend off a tough
fight from younger challengers
in quota holder Tilottama Sen,
16, Asian Games bronze medal-
list Ramita Jindal and Asian
Championships winner Nancy,
both 20.

“For a long time, I wanted to
make it to the team and be a bet-
ter version of myself. [ had been
working on a lot of things. I'm
glad things are turning around,”
Elavenil said.

Among the things she worked
on post Tokyo was her mind,
conditioning it to be more secure

WOMEN

10m air rifle
Elavenil Valarivan,
Ramita Jindal

50m rifle 3P
Sift Kaur Samra,
Anjum Moudgil

10m air pistol
Manu Bhaker,
Rhythm Sangwan

25m sports pistol
Manu Bhaker, Esha Singh

with the help of her psychologist.
She still looks back at those for-
gettable Games — she finished
16th and did not qualify for the
10m air rifle final —with a touch
of fondness while carrying les-
sons from it. “Somewhere [ feel
that those learnings have played
an important role in my consist-
ency. One thing that Tokyo has
taught me is to be mentally
strong. Thatis playing a big part
in my consistency,” she said.

She has learnt to "push
through” the bad phases; like
brushing off the Asian Games
non-selection by winning the Rio
World Cup gold in September,
days before Indian shooters’
medal rush in Hangzhou began.
That relatively low-key medal
got her belief back on track, and
the Nationals gold — beating
Ramita who had won the Asian
Games individual bronze and
team silver — and Asian Cham-
pionships silver added wheels to
it.

“There are going to be ups and
downs. It is about how you
accept the downs and push
through it,” Elavenil said. "1
knew somewhere deep down
that I can do it again. It was
about pushing through that
phase.”
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Day & Prize Distribution Ceremony

Bal Bharati Public School, Pitampura celebrated Annual
Day and Prize Distribution ceremony for the Secondary and
Senior Secondary departments in the school auditorium.
Himanshu Gupta, Secretary of CBSE and an alumnus, was

the Chielf Guest.

The event kicked off with a lively

orchestra performance, followed by a melodious choir that

enchanted the
Bharatnatyam,

audience.
folk dances.

Traditional Kathak and
and contemporary styles

showcased the talents of over 1,000 participants.

Parents and educators felt immense pride as they watched
energetic and well-synchronized including the
thought-provoking Nukkad Natak, 'From War to Peace.’
The Was
performances in ‘Dashkandh — The Rise and Fall of

acts,

audience spellbound by the captivating

Raavana’.

The Annual Report and Prize Distribution Ceremony
staff,
students, making it a memorable and inspiring occasion.

celebrated the achievements of the school. and
This year, students from classes IX to XII also presented
an exhibition, ‘Pragvaan@The Awakening’,
disciplines such as Maths,

featuring

Science, Social Science,
Entrepreneurship, and ATL. With over 400 participants
and 75 exhibits, the exhibition highlighted the creativity,
innovation, teamwork, and dedication of our students.

In all, the program was a cultural extravaganza, displaying

a rare blend of talent, camaraderie, and hard work.

Gyan Mandir Public School, Naraina Vihar Celebrates Annual Event
‘Abhwyaktl 2024°

S 1 DPlethora of offerings, comprising 31 captivating online and

@Gﬂu MANDIR Funur:scunm.

Buse bl T 000

Public

Gyan Mandir

collaboration

School,
with HT Media and Butterfly

Naraina Vihar in
Gym.

organized the annual event ‘Abhivyakti 2024°. The event
offered a vibrant platform to the students to portray their
inherent talent and creativity through various interschool
competitions based on the theme ‘STEAM".

Honorable Chief Guest,

Indra Narayan Das,

National

Circulation Head, HT Media., revered Guests of Honor,

Akshya Kumar,
CEO, Pilates Studio,

CEO, Butterfly Gym,
Naval Shukla,

Chandrika Lal.

President, School

Business at Get Set Learn, venerable Principal, Rajesh
Bano Preeya and many other distinguished personalities
graced the occasion with their benign presence. Amidst the
grandeur of Abhivyakti 2024, a vibrant tapestry unfolded,
woven from the threads of creativity, passion and sheer
talent. This celebrated event saw the convergence of

Ok Al

ey 2
CJioEe

around 2500

Kcan the coule for all the Fatese apdares

students from 117 esteemed
schools, each adding his/her own unique hue

‘#m to the canvas of competitions. Within the rich
=]

| From the eloquent prose of

offline contests, lay a world of opportunity and expression.
literary pursuits to the
harmonious cadence of musical endeavors, from the
intricate brushstrokes of artistic expression to the strategic
brilliance of intellectual challenges, Abhivyakti 2024
promised a feast for the senses and a stage for boundless
creativity to tlourish.

Principal addressed the gathering and emphasized upon
sharing a common goal to shape the young impressionable

{ minds in such a way that they pave their own path, become

lifelong learners and visionary leaders of tomorrow. With
gentle encouragement, she painted a picture of a future
where learning never ends and leadership knows no bounds.
The panel of judges comprised of highly experienced
professionals in their respective fields. They were impressed
with the impeccable performance of all the participants.
Brimming with pride and joy, the winners received their
well-deserved trophies and certificates. Amidst the spirited
cheers and jubilant applause, Indraprastha International
School, Dwarka triumphantly clinched the coveted rolling
trophy.

Under the visionary guidance of honorable Chairman
Prashant Khosla, Abhivyakti 2024 reached its crescendo, a
culmination marked not just by achievements, but by the
realization of a shared vision. With his unwavering
commitment to excellence and innovation, Chairman Sir's
leadership infused the event with purpose and direction,
elevating it beyond mere competition to a plattorm where
dreams took flight and aspirations found wings.
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Crickit” Quiz

Participate daily and get a chance to win an

iPhone 15 &Boat Smart Watches

Today’s Question

Who was the captain of KKR when they
won their first IPL trophy?

Catch it! Win it! Love it!

PAST WINNER

13" May Vanjul Vinit

FIRST VOICE. LAST WORD.

A. Gautam Gambhir B. Dinesh Karthik

19" MAY ANSWER

Which player has scored the
fastest century for SRHin theIPL?

A. Travis Head

(£} @) hindustantimes €3 htTweets &} www.hindustantimes.com
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(TOP FIVE LEAGUES IN EUROPE)

A 3-1 win against
West Ham makes City
the first team to win a
fourth successive
Premier League title,
Arsenal finish second

Dhiman Sarkar

dhiman@htlive.com

KOLKATA: Since Arsenal lost to
Aston Villa last month, there was
an air of inevitability about how
the Premier League season would
end. It deepened after Phil Foden’s
screamer 90 seconds into Man-
chester City’s final tie against West
Ham on Sunday. As Foden struck
again, City manager Pep Guardi-
ola lifted his arms into the air for
the second time. The match was 18
minutes old.

A sixth Premier League title felt
really close but West Ham's
Mohammed Kudus and Arsenal
provided a frisson of excitement
before history was duly made with
a 3-1 win - how appropriate that
Rodri would score on the final day
~which cemented a fourth succes-
sive title for Manchester City. The
taint of 115 charges of financial
impropriety will stay for now but
playing on the stadium’s public
address system at half-time,
“Sweet dreams are made of these”
felt like the message of a celebra-
tion foretold.

Numbers tell the scale and
scope of City's achievernents. This
is their sixth league title in seven
seasons and eighth overall. They
have averaged 93 points per sea-
son in that time and won 175 of
228 Premier League games. Like
last term, they did it with 28 wins,
four less than what they had gotin
2017-18 and 2018-19 when they
logged 100 and 98 points respec-
tively. And though it didn’t look
like that for most of Sunday, so
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203-23

Germany

Bayern Munich

2012-20
Juventus
Italy

ﬁﬁﬂi—iﬂﬁ'
Lyon

France

Spain

1961-65, 1986-90
Real Madrid

202124

England

Manchester City’s Phil
Foden celebrates after
scoring their second
goal with Bernardo
Silva duringtheir
match against West
Ham on Sunday. REUTERS

Manchester City
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No final-day drama as City winagain =
am= Manchester City
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slick were they, this is proof of City
not being at their best but still log-
ging 91 points.

Thatiswhat Real Madrid have
been doing in recent iterations of
the Champions League. The
dynamics of a 38-round league
and tournament are as different as
cheese and chutney but this term
City have also found a way to
either win or draw games. That
leads us to another piece of statis-
tics: City haven't lost their last 23
games in Premier League and 34
in all competitions.

Squad strength, typified best by
Stefan Ortega, is one reason why.
The goalkeeper had seven league
starts in two years but replacing
an injured Ederson, he produced a
player-of-the-match performance
against Tottenham Hotspur which

Usyk beats Fury to
become world champ

RIYADH: Oleksandr Usyk
beat Tyson Fury by split
decision to win the world’s
first undisputed
heavyweight championship
in 25 years on Sunday, an
unprecedented feat in
boxing’s four-belt era.
Britain’s Fury, who was
undecided after the fight
about triggering the
rematch clause, was the
early ageressor but Usyk
gradually took charge and
the “Gypsy King” was saved
by the bell in the ninth
round before slumping to
his first career defeat.
Ukraine’s Usyk, who
remains undefeated, joins
the likes of Muhammad Ali,
Joe Louis and Mike Tyson as
undisputed heavyweight
champion.

included sticking out his right leg
to Son Heung-min. City's strength
in depth in not new, thisisa club
that spent £100m on Jack Grealish
and then groomed him for one
season. What did appear new this
term is how someone always
stepped up. Especially after win-
ning the Club World Cup in
December. City had a run of four
games where they drew with Chel-
sea, Liverpool and Tottenham
Hotspur and lost to Villa. It is not
abnormal to have such dips in
form. What can seem unusual is
how City overcame them.
Fulham, Brighton and Wolves
had their moments but it was City
whoscored first. They had goals in
the first 15 minutes in seven of
their last eight games. Against
Crystal Palace, City trailed till

HT

Swiatek cruises to
third Rome title

ROME: Iga Swiatek won the
Rome Open on Saturday
after sweeping aside Aryna
Sabalenka 6-2, 6-3 in the
final to claim her third Foro
[talico title. World No.1
Swiatek comfortably
prevailed against second-
ranked Sabalenka in the last
major tournament before
she defends her French
Open crown. In front of a
packed centre court crowd
Swiatek won her 12th
successive match on clay
and became the first woman
since Serena Williams in
2013 to win at Madrid and
Rome in the same season.
Swiatek will be red-hot
favourite to win her fourth
title, and third in a row, at
Roland Garros which starts
later this month.

Kevin De Bruyne scored with an
angular delight and then overran
the opponents.

Often used as left back, there
were goals from Josko Gvardiol;
five in eight games. There was a
diving header from De Bruyne
against Brighton, his first goal
from a header in the league. Foden
being adjudged player of the sea-
son is prool of how he has
matured in defensive duties and
can now win games on his own.

Those of a Manchester United
persuasion will not forget Foden’s
virtuoso in March. Neither will
those rooting for West Ham.
Foden’s first goal was like the sec-
ond he scored against Manchester
United, cutting in and firing a left-
footer. For the second, and his 18th
of the league this term, Foden pro-

duced a silken first touch from a
more central position.

And just when talk around
Erling Haaland’s lack of defensive
contribution started getting
louder, he responded with nine
goals in his last six games. With
better luck and touch he could
have reached double digits in
seven. The Norwegian still has the
fewest touches among City’s out-
field players but conversation
about him not doing enough has
ended. Given that he has won his
second Golden Boot (27 goalsin 31
games) in as many seasons it
would have felt as out of place as
Haaland sliding in tomake a goal-
line save.

Arsenal pushed all the way,
stopped City from scoring at home
for the first time in 58 games and

ended a run of seven successive
defeats at Etihad. Liverpool came
close to making this a first three-
way final day race since 1971-72
and yet, Kudus' spectacular scis-
sors-kick amounted to little
beyond Guardiola smashing a
water bottle. Like Liverpool in
2018-19, Arsenal found out that
their best was not enough.

De Bruyne has said that Guardi-
ola is the most important member
of this squad. He has changed so
much from when Barcelona
wowed the world with possession
and false nines and it is because of
that he has stayed effective. City
have more muscle, literally, in all
areas ofthe pitch and in Haaland a
focal point. It is for a reason that
Jurgen Klopp calls Guardiola the
best coach in the world.
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MUMBAL: “Doyou believe in mira-
cles?” Mikel Arteta was asked
ahead of Sunday’s game against
Everton. “Yes,” replied the Arsenal
manager before signing off from
the press conference by saying
“let’s believe in miracles, guys.”

Destiny wasn't in Arsenal’s
hands heading into the final week-
end of this Premier League season.
To end their 20-year wait for the
title, they had to beat the Toffees
and hope Manchester City, two
points above them at the top of the
table, would somehow drop points
at home against West Ham. It was
a tall order for the Gunners as no
side in the last 35 years of English
top-flight football had begun the
final day of the season in second
place and gone on to win the title.

Despite hoping against hope, it
wasn't to be for Arsenal. They got
the three points— they won 2-1—
but City, 3-1 winners, secured a
record fourth consecutive title.
The buzz at the Emirates was
snapped early as City scored at the
Etihad within the first two min-
utes. Idrissa Gueve then gave Ever-
ton the lead with a deflected free-
kick, but Arsenal responded
quickly with Takehiro Tomiyasu
and it was all square at the break.
The second half saw waves of
attacks from the hosts and they got
the winner in the 89th minute
through Kai Havertz.

It was a heartbreaking finish for
Arsenal, who would have felt a
sense of deja vu after coming close
but missing out for the second
year running, They, however, had
a lot to be proud about. Their resil-
ience at crucial moments this sea-
son showed how far they had
come. Last season, when just nine
games were left, Arsenal had gone
eight points clear at the top. But
then came a wretched two-month
period that saw them fall well

behind in the title race.

For Arsenal, it was a combi-
nation of factors that proved to
be their undoing last season. They
had set the pace for the majority of
the season and player fatigue was
undeniable. But perhaps the big-
ger concern was their inability to
show composure in clutch situa-

Most goals
@ Goals

Erling Haaland (Man City)
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Gunners finish
with a win, but
wait continues

tions. For a club that hadn’t won
the title in nearly two decades, they
seemed overawed by the prospect
of going all the way.

This season, though, Arsenal
deserve credit for taking the title
race to the end. They were near the
top for the most part and showed
character in the business end.
After a forgettable December,
which saw them lose to Villa, West
Ham and Fulham, they returned
after the break and notched up an
eight-game winning streak with a
staggering 37 goals.

Arsenal’s last nine games head-
ing into the final weekend had a
number of tricky fixtures, but
besides another loss to Villa, they
did well. City were held at the Eti-
had, Spurs and Man United were
beaten away, and Chelsea were
thumped at home.

In terms of personnel too, the
Gunners had a lot more firepower.
It1l be fair to say that no one made
a bigger impact than Declan Rice.
The 25-year-old, who was brought
in from West Ham for £105 mil-
lion, was a beast in midfield. His
ability to read situations and inter-
cept threats lent great stability,
while his unmatched work rate
seemed to make him perpetually
available for a pass during attacks.

Gabriel Magalhaes and William
Saliba’s partnership as centre
backs was another major positive,
itallowed goalkeeper David Raya
to get the most clean sheets (16) in
the season. In attack, skipper Mar-
tin Odegaard and Bukayo Saka
remained key figures. While Saka
was the top goal-scorer for the side
(16), Odegaard's artistry in the final
third and his ability to find space
and produce pin-point accurate
passes was world class.

After a season of incredible
highs, Arsenal’s wait continues.
But hope remains as they're taking
steps in the right direction. They
have a young squad, with several
key players in their mid-20s and
will believe their time is around
the corner, “We are undoubtedly
proud of the progress...,” Arsenal
co-chair Josh Kroenke had said
before Sunday’s game. “There’s so
much we want to achieve, both at
home and in Europe, and weTre
focused on writing some exciting
new chapters that build on the his-
tory of Arsenal.”

Most assists

Ollie Watkins (Aston Villa)
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Kevin De Bruyne (Man City)
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Most clean sheets
David Raya (Arsenal)
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Verstappen pulls off
dramatic victory

IMOLA: Three-time world
champion and series leader
Max Verstappen returned to
winning ways on Sunday
when he resisted a late
charge by Lando Norris to
take a dramatic victory for
Red Bull at the Emilia
Romagna Grand Prix, After
being beaten in Miami,
where friend and rival
Norris claimed his maiden
victory for McLaren, the
Dutchman resisted him to
come home 0.725 seconds
ahead of the Briton who
mounted a rousing final
attack in vain. Charles
Leclerc finished third for
Ferrari ahead of Oscar
Piastri in the second
McLaren, Carlos Sainz in
the second Ferrari and
Lewis Hamilton.
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India’s Chirag Shetty (R) and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy hold the
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trophy after winning the Thailand Open men's doubles final.  arp

Sandip Sikdar
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NEW DELHI: Life has come a full
circle for Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty. Five years ago,
it was at the Thailand Open where
they won their breakthrough title,
beating the then giants of the
game.

Today, Satwik and Chirag are
the giants, demolishing those
aspiring to beat them. So domi-
nant were the Indian top seeds
throughout the week that they
won all five matches at the Nimi-
butr Stadium without dropping a
game with none of their matches
extending beyond 45 minutes.

On Sunday, the reigning Asian
Games champions defeated the
upcoming Chinese pair Chen Bo
Yang and Liu Yi 21-15, 21-15in three
quarters of an hour to win the
Super 500 title for the second time.
This was their first meeting

against the world No.29 combine.

This was also Satwik and Chi-
rag's second title this year after
winning the French Open in
March. The Indians, who will
reclaim the world Nol spot when
the latest BWF rankings come out
on Tuesday, had also reached the
finals of the Malaysia Open and
India Open earlier this year.

Bangkok has been a special
place for the reigning Common-
wealth Games champions who
not just claimed their first Super
500+ title in 2019 but also helped
India win the historic Thomas Cup
crown two years back.

“Thailand Open has been a spe-
cial tournament for us as we won
our first Super 500 crown here
and have won many more tourna-
ments thereafter. We are hoping
that this victory will start another
winning run for us,” said Satwik
after clinching the crown.

The Indian pair started the final

Satwik-Chirag clinch Thailand Open crown

by opening a 5-1 lead before the
Chinese combine had their best
phase of the summit clash as they
won nine of the next 11 points. But
Chirag and Satwik wrested control
with some aggressive play and
packed the opening game rather
easily. The eventual champions
always had the upper hand in the
second game and just like the first,
they won five consecutive points at
the end to kick off their trademark
celebrations.

“We knew that we cannot relax
even for a single point against our
opponents as they fight till the end.
Butwe played our best game of the
tournament today and controlled
the situation verywell,” added Sat-
wik about their Chinese opponents
who had reached their first final of
the year.

The victory also helped the
Indian combination earn 9,200
ranking points and a prize purse of
$33,180.



